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following telegram has bepn received
in reply to a Christmas' Message from
the Past and Present Association :—
" Heartfelt thanks and best Christmas
and New Year Wishes to the Buffs'
Association. CHRISTIAN R."
The latest news from Cannes is quite
satisfactory :—General Sir Arthur Paget writes
" I keep well."
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell,
motoring through Kent the other day, saw in
the window of a hotel the notice :—" All Buffs
are cordially invited to enter." On investiga
tion it proved to refer to that comparatively
modern association The Ancient Order of
Buffaloes, and not to the 3rd Foot.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge has been
shooting with Major Archer Houblon.
The funds of the Past and Present
Association have recently received a donation
of £35 through the sale of the book " Keke
wich in Kimberley." It will be remembered
that Miss Kekewich most generously decided
that the proceeds from the sale of this book
should be given to Regimental Funds.
Brig.General and Mrs. Finch Hatton are
back again at Dinard.
Colonel Body has gone for three months
to South Africa.

Price Sixpence.

Major G. T. D'. Hickman has been laid up
with a severe attack of sciatica, but we are
glad to say has now entirelv recovered.
Major Guy Fee is due home from Jamaica
on the 10th inst.
We hear from the 1st Battalion that all in
Gibraltar are delighted with the Christmas
presents purchased from Messrs. Barker's,
Ftd., High Street, Kensington, for the battalion
Christmas Tree, and are more than grateful to
Mrs. Goff and Major Tomlinson, who so kindly
made the purchases on their behalf.
Major The Hon. P. G. Scarlett, having
completed a course at the Senior Officers'
School, is returning to the 2nd Battalion at
Aldershot.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Major
J. V. R. Jackson on the death of his father.
The following message has been received
from Major George Chapman :
" Would you kindly allow a Buff in
Canada to convey through your much
appreciated columns, his sincere good
wishes and seasonable greetings to all Past
and Present Buffs."
Capt. H. H. C. and Mrs. Baird are at
present staying at St. JeandeFuz.
Capt. and Mrs. Strettell seem to be
enjoying a happy and sporting time at their
new home at Tring, Herts.

Ft.Colonel F W. Fucas has arrived at
Aldershot and taken Command of the 2nd
Battalion. We have heard of several
complimentary remarks regarding the battalion
since its arrival at Bleinheim Barracks.

Capt. R. Tuke has arrived back safely in
Gibraltar, after what appears to the land
lubber as a somewhat hazardous trip, from
Gibraltar to Malta in a small sailing boat. We
have always been told, however, that drowning
is a pleasant death.

Ft.Col. M. Tobias has arrived at
Canterbury and taken over the appointment
of Chaplain to The Forces from Ft.Col. P.
Guinness; Col. Tobias has many old friends
in the Regiment.

We are indebted to Mr. Foster Hall for the
1926 index issued with this number. It is
thought that this index may be useful to
those subscribers who wish to have their copies
bound.
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The marriage arranged between Mr. Charles
Haggard, The Buffs, and Miss Phyllis Drew
will take place at Holy Trinity, Brompton,
on Thursday, January 6th, at 2.15 p.m.
The marriage arranged between Richard
J. ThorneThorne and Miss Grace Carruthers
will take place at Cape Town on December
28th.
7th (S) Battalion The Buffs' ReUnion
Dinner will take place at the Bedford Head
Hotel, Maiden Lane, Strand, on February
26th, 1927. It is hoped that last year's total
of 109 will be exceeded ; many old friends
met at the last dinner, but a good many faces
were missed. Tickets can be had at 4/6 each
from H. G. Wickington, 14 North Bank
Road, Walthamstow, E. 17.
We congratulate Sgt. H. Rowe on being
awarded first prize (Silver Medal and Diploma)
in the Advanced Cookery Competition for
Army Cooks which was held at Olympia, in
November.
Mr. G. Griffiths (late No. 2759) who used to
be in Colonel Moody's Company, and was well
known to many of our readers as goalkeeper
for the 2nd Battalion and was late Company
SergeantMajor of the 8th Battalion, is living
at Poplar and, we are glad to hear, is very fit.
We regret to hear from Kuala Lumpur of
the death of Mr. H. J. Hunt. Mr. Hunt
served in the 2nd Battalion in "G" Company
and there must be many who remember him.

London Branch Past and Present
Association.
MEETING IN LONDON.

/CAPTAIN J. E. Enright has reserved
\J
accommodation for the above meeting
at The Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria Station,
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, January 15th.
It is hoped that as many Buffs as possible,
both Past and Present, will attend.
Past and Present Badges should be worn.

Birth.
Goddard.—6281927 Pte. W. Goddard, "A,"
a daughter, Joan Eileen Lilian, born at
Leiston, Suffolk, 13/10/25.

Battles of The Buffs.
NO. 12.
EVENTS PRECEDING BLENHEIM, 1704.
A FTER the battle of Schellenberg the
^A allied forces crossed the Danube and
moved further south. The Elector of Bavaria
fell back to Augsburg and Prince Louis of
Baden mercilessly ravaged the surrounding
country. The latter was, of course, a German
and the country he devastated so thoroughly
was also German, although in those times there
was but little love lost between the various
principalities subsequently welded into the
German Empire today.
At this time, Marlborough heard from
Prince Eugene that a French force some
45,000 strong, under Villeroy and Tallard, had
crossed the Rhine and was marching to the
assistance of the Elector of
Bavaria.
Accordingly Eugene was reinforced by Marl
borough. A few skirmishes and minor sieges
took place during the month of Jul}', 1704,
but nothing of very great importance
occurred. The allies were chiefly concerned
in trying to induce the Elector of Bavaria to
make a separate peace, but he heard of the
advance of the French and broke off
negotiations, saying he could not desert his
allies. Marlborough then, as a last resort,
gave instructions for Bavaria to be system
atically devastated so that the Elector might
be brought to his senses. It was a procedure
naturally repugnant to Marlborough, but in
those days it was a recognized method of
making war ; from it, has descended the
German doctrine of " frightfulness."
The Elector of Bavaria occupied an
entrenched camp in an extremely strong
position at Augsburg. Marlborough's force
moved to the neighbourhood of Friedberg
(some two miles from Augsburg) and waited
there in observation for eleven days, as the
Bavarian position was considered too strong
to attack. In the meantime the new French
army, under Marshal Tallard, numbering some
35,000, had crossed the Rhine at Kehl, moving
towards the Elector of Bavaria at Augsburg ;
Prince Eugene's force, considerably weaker in
numbers, had withdrawn to the north bank of
the Danube.
The Allies were now in a serious
predicament: Marlborough and Eugene were
separated by the Danube and, as there was
nothing to prevent Tallard effecting a junction
with the forces under the Elector, the Allies
were in danger of being dealt with separately
and defeated in detail.
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If Marlborough crossed to the north, or
left bank, of the Danube, it would entail
abandoning Bavaria, while, 011 the other
hand, if Eugene were to cross the river and
join Marlborough on the south side, the
latter would be quite unable to maintain
his communications with the Netherlands.
The solution eventually adopted was for
Marlborough to cross to the north of the
Danube and join Eugene, whilst Prince
Louis of Baden was to undertake the siege of
Ingolstadt on the Danube. The capture of
this town would give the Allies a hold on
Bavaria, and the acceptance of the task by
Prince Louis removed from the main allied
army a man who was not congenial to either
Marlborough or Eugene and one who might
cause considerable friction.
Accordingly on 4th August, Marlborough's
forces struck camp opposite the Bavarians at
Augsburg and, on 9tli August, Prince Louis
of Baden moved off with a force of some 23
battalions and 20 squadrons to besiege Ingol
stadt and the same day Prince Eugene met
Marlborough again. Intelligence was received
that the French, under Tallard, had joined
the FrancoBavarian forces under the Elector
and the combined army was marching on
Dillingen with a view to crossing the Danube
and defeating Eugene's isolated force before
Marlborough could arrive. The two forces
were some distance apart and, in addition,
four rivers, all in flood, intervened. However,
after strenuous efforts, Marlborough's force
joined Eugene's on the evening of 11th August
in the neighbourhood of Munster, on the north
bank of the Danube, some four miles south
west of Donauwerth ; and the concentration
was complete.
Early on 12th August, Marlborough and
Eugene rode out to reconnoitre the enemy's
position. They ascended the church tower
at Dapfheim and were delighted to see the
enemy engaged in marking out a camp
between the villages of Lutzingen and
Blenheim, just to the west of the Nebel
stream.
Marshal Tallard did not wish to hazard
a pitched battle ; he hoped that his army and
the Elector's when combined would prove too
strong for Marlborough to attack, and that
while his own communications with France
were assured, Marlborough would soon be
compelled to withdraw from want of material
and supplies. The Allied forces would then
have had to separate and the result would
have been very favourable to the French, as
the combined FrancoBavarian forces would
only have to deal with Prince Eugene's army.
At this time, however, the French did not know
Marlborough so well as they were destined to
in the near future ; his conception of war was
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entirely different to theirs ; he had not
marched his army all the way from the
Netherlands to capture a few towns, lay waste
a tract of country and then return ; his object
was to defeat his enemy decisively in the open
field ; and, unlike most of his contemporaries,
he realized that it was by this means and not
by a war of sieges that a campaign was to be
brought to a satisfactory conclusion. Marl
borough and Eugene determined to attack the
enemy's position the next day, 13th August.
Marlborough was deeply conscious of the
terrible responsibility placed upon him by his
decision : the hostile forces were considerably
superior to the Allied army, and it is related of
him that he spent a great part of the night in
prayer and received the Sacrament towards
dawn. Although some of his officers tried to
dissuade him from attacking, the troops were
anxious for battle and the attack orders are
reported to have been received with great
enthusiasm—a sufficient tribute to the
affection and confidence which Marlborough
inspired.
The hostile position extended over some
four miles from the right, which rested on the
Danube at the village of Blenheim, to the end
of the right hand branch of the Nebel stream,
which was up in the hills and thick woods ;
the Danube was some 100 yards wide, unford
able and with muddy banks ; the river Nebel
ran along the front of the whole position :
but, except at the right at Blenheim, the
enemy's troops were not close to the river.
For the greater portion of their frontage they
were " at musket shot "—some 300 to 400
yards from the stream.
About two miles above Blenheim is the
village of Oberglau, on higher ground, which
slopes down to the Nebel about musket shot
away, and just on the opposite side of the
stream is the village of Unterglau. Between
Unterglau and Blenheim the Nebel was not so
deep as to be unfordable, but the ground on
both sides was generally marshy and, in places,
quite impassable. The point to be noted is
that, except at Blenheim, the obstacle formed
by the river was not under what was for those
days, close fire from the enemy position, but
at a distance almost equal to the full range
of the muskets. The Elector of Bavaria was
strongly opposed to this, but was overruled
by Marshal Tallard. On the main stream,
just above Blenheim, there were two water
mills well adapted to serve as advanced posts
to break up an attack, and a little above these
there is a small island in the River Nebel.
The main road from Donauwerth to Dillingen
crossed the river by a bridge, which had been
partially destroyed, half way between Unter
glau aud Blenheim.
J.F.W.A.
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Past and Present Association.

M

INUTES of the 63rd Meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on December 8th,
1926, at 10.30 a.m.
Present:—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the chair).
Colonels IT S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and H. Findlay,
C.B.E., (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, E. Norman and J. V. R.
J ackson.
. *
Captain Watson.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
passed and signed by the Chairman.

DONATIONS.
The following donations have been received during
the period 18/11/26 to 18/12/26:—
0 2 6

DISBURSEMENTS.
The following disbursements have been made during
the period 18/11/26 to 18/12/26
1926.
L s. d.
24.
25.
25.
25.
27.
25.
27.
29.
29.
2.
2.
2.
2.
3.
4.
4.
6.
6.
6.
7.
7.
7.
9.
9.
13.
13.
13.
13.
14.
15.
15.
15.
15.
15.
15.
17.
17.
17.

Regimental Committee.
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM.—With reference to the
proposal to establish in Canterbury a Regimental
Museum, the Secretary was instructed to write and ask
the Officer Commanding the 2nd Battalion (Lt.Col.
L. W. Lucas) for his views on the proposal.
 YPRES
MEMORIAL.—With
reference
to
the
application received for a subscription to this Memorial
it was decided that Battalions should be asked to sub
scribe aud also the Depot. Approval was given for
the Editor of The Dragon to insert a notice hi
the Regimental paper to the effect that individual
subscriptious towards this Memorial would be received
and forwarded by him to the Secretary of the Memorial.
Past and Present Association.
FINANCE.—(a) Approval was given for a loan of
£5 to Mr.
.
(b) Approval was given for a loan of £10 to
Mr.
to enable him to purchase a house, provided
the Rifle Brigade, in which Unit this man has served,
will do likewise.
MOTOR SCHOOL.—It was decided that this School
should be established provided definite approval was
given by higher authority.
(Officer hi charge Records, or if necessary,
War Office) for men to be attached to the Depot from
Regular Battalions for instruction.
It was further decided that a Morris one ton Motor
Waggonette should be purchased out of the Past and
Present Association Funds from Messrs. Maltby's, of
Canterbury.
ASSISTANT AREA REPRESENTATIVES.—The following
Assistant Area Representatives were approved :—
Capt. E A. Carter, Streatham Secondary School,
Welham Road, London ; Mr. W. H. Clarke, Bedford
House, Lawrence Road, Stockwell; Mr. G. H. Austin,
8 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W. 1. ; Mr. A. E. Warren,
Highgate ; Mr. W. Beavis, 10 St. Eanswytke Terrace,
Folkestone; Mr. H. Ferguson, 13 Bryant Street,
Chatham and Mr. F. Cowell, 20 West Street, Ashford.
The Secretary was also instructed to ascertain from
other London Area Representatives whether they
wished to nominate any additional Assistants.
FINANCIAL
ADVISER.—Consecpieut
upon
the
retirement of Mr. A. S. Blunt from the Management of
Lloyd's Bank, Canterbury, the Secretary was instructed
to draft letters (a) to Mr. A. S. Blunt, thanking him
for his invaluable services; and (b) to Mr. F. PI.
Newman, his successor inviting him to take over the
duties of Financial Adviser to the Association.
NEXT MEETING.—The next Meeting of
the
Association will take place at the Depot, Canterbury,
on January 8th, 1927, at 5 p.m.

£ s. d.
0 2 0

Mr. W. Elvey
Mr. A. \V. Bailer

Grant
Grant
Gran.
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant

...

0
3
3
3
1
2
3
1
2
1
2
3
1
3
1
2
0
4
0
2
0
2
3
1
1
1
1
5
2
1
0
0
0
2
2
1
3
3

10
0
0
0
10
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
14
0
0
0
2
0
10
0
10
0
0
0
10
0
10
0
0
0
10
5
10
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

NEW MEMBERS.
The following new members have joined the
Association during the period 18/11/26 to 18/12/26:—
Mr. V. Crouch, Mr. E. C. Hearn, 6282226 Ptc. II. Gibbs, 6280175

Pte. W. Richards, 6280237 Ptc. T. Wylie, 6280078 Pte. P. Bocock,
6282180 Pte. G. Ransomc, 6280951 Ptc. P. Barker, 6280201 r c. C.
Bench, 6280219 Pte. J. Gillam, 6281013 Pte. A. Miles, 6281183 P< . R.
Mowlaiul, 6279313 L/c. Bennct, 6281641 Pte. A. Dalton, 62t '255
Pte. Ralph, 6281091 Pte. W. Laker, 6278721 L/Cpl. Crook, 6278 101
Pte. H. Hobbs, 6281519 Pte. C. VVickens.

LIFE MEMBERS.
The following life members have joined the
Association during the period 18/11/26 to 18/12/26:—

7808127 C.S.M. Mould, 6281728 Pte. F. Barton, 6280440 L/c. A
Ericksen.

Effects

L

IST of the names of deceased Officers, Soldiers
and Airmen whose personal estate is held for
distribution amongst the NextofKiu or others
entitled.
£ s. d.
Pte. F. Beuge
E. Kent Regt.
0 13 4
1 14 4
Cpl. F. E. Dyer
9 10 0
Sgt. G. Gardener
3 12 6
Pte. J. Harrison
1 1 0 0
W. Hicks
2 4 0
J. Hinkley
0 8 0
T. Shead
1 15 6
J. W. Wells
7 0 0
W. White
2 0 0
W. Winter
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The Royal Ulster Rifles.
" Come fill your glasses to the brim,
Ye lads that love renown,
And toast unto that gallant corps
That wears the Harp and Crown,
I mean the ' Bourbon. Heroes,' The Royal County
Down.
When George the Third of Bourbon heard,
He answered with a smile :
" Egad ! They are a gallant band,
Those lads of Erin's Isle ;
Their Colour shall be Royal Blue,
They'll wear the Harp and Crown,
And be called ' The Bourbon Heroes ' or The Royal
County Down." "
It was in May, 1912, that the title of the regiment
Both the Regular battalions of The Royal Ulster
was altered to the 86th or Royal County Down
Rifles were raised during the lirst year of the French
Regiment of Foot. At the same time the facings were
Revolutionary War. The 1st Battalion, which has
changed from vellow to royal blue, the lace from silver
always been an Irish corps, was raised at Dublin by
to gold, and the badge of the Harp and Crown was
Major William Fitch and was formerly known as the
granted to the regiment. The motto (" Quis
83rd County of Dublin Regiment. In the early days,
Separabit," or " Who shall separate ?") was added in
many of the recruits who enlisted in the 83rd were of
1832.
small stature, so that the regiment was often
Both Battalions did good work in the Indian
nicknamed " Fitch's Grenadiers."
Mutiny. On one occasion the 83 rd marched 237 miles
in 17 days in the hottest part of the year. In the
The 2nd Battalion was raised at the same time, but
operations leading up to the storming of the mutineers'
as an English unit—the 86tli Foot, or " General
stronghold of Jhansi, no less than four members of the
Cuyler's Shropshire Volunteers." Among the officers
86tli won the V.C. (Capt. H. S. Jerome, Lieut. II. S.
gazetted to the 86th on its formation was Captain
Cochrane, Pte. J. Byrne and Pte. J. Pearson). Lieut.
Rowland Hill (afterwards FieldMarshal Lord Hill,
Cochrane, the Adjutant, who had three horses
CommanderinChief of the British Army), who took
shot under him, won his Cross by capturing an enemy
with him a number of men from his own estates in
fieldgun singlehanded, driving off the crew, and
Shropshire, to swell the ranks of the new regiment.
retaining possession of the gun until No. 1 Company
In 1806 the 86th was ordered to change its title to
of the 86th came up to his support.
The 86tli (Leinster) Regiment of Foot, the personnel
In 1881 the 83rd and 86th were linked together as
being then largely Irish.
1st and 2nd Battalions of The Royal Irish Rifles and
their uniforms were changed from scarlet to rifle green,
During its early years the 86th spent much time iii
with dark green facings and green helmets, which were
India, taking part in many hard campaigns which are
replaced in"" 1891 by busbies with black plumes.
now almost forgotten. Owing to the fine physique
of the men, the regiment became known as the " Irish
In 1889 the first Cyclist Company in the British
Giants." At the siege of Bliurtpore in 1805 a detach
Army was formed by Captain Bell of the 1st Battalion
ment of the 86th stormed the enemy's outworks and
Royal Irish Rifles. The company, about one hundred
captured eleven guns.
strong, was mounted on ' safety bicycles ' with solid
tyres.
Tn 1810 the 86th formed part of a British force sent
During the Boer War the life of Lord Kitchener
to capture the Island of Bourbon (or Reunion) from
was saved by Royal Irish Riflemen. At Palmet
the French, and particularly distinguished themselves.
fontein on ISth February, 1901, a Mounted Infantry
Of Corporal Wm. Hall, who climbed up a flagstaff
patrol belonging to the Royal Irish Rifles, while riding
under heavy fire and hoisted the King's Colour of the
along the railway to see that the line was clear, found
regiment, it is recorded that " He was admired for his
the kopjes on both sides occupied by the Boers. A
audacity by comrades and foes alike."
train, with a pilot engine in front, was approaching,
and
under a sharp fire from the Boer snipers, Pte. J.
The capture of the Isle of Bourbon is still
Boyd rode back to warn the driver of the pilot engine,
commemorated by the Regimental Song, from which
who unfortunately disregarded the warning and went
the following two verses are quoted :—
BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne 011 the Regimental Colour :—" The Sphinx
superscribed Egypt," " India," " Cape of Good
Hope, 1806," " Talavera," " Bourbon," " Busaco,"
" Fuentes d'Onor," " Cuidad Rodrigo," " Badajoz,"
" Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Nivelle," " Orthes,"
" Toulouse," " Peninsula,"
" Central
India,"
" South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Hons," " Marne,
1914," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," " Neuve
Chapelle," " Somme, 1916, '18," " Albert, 1916,"
" Courtrai," "Struma," " Suvla," "Jerusalem."
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ahead, with the result that the engine was blown up
by an enemy landmine, the driver being killed.
Meanwhile Pte. Boyd had galloped on and repeated
his warning to the driver of the train which was
following, and in which Lord Kitchener was travelling ;
this train was stopped and returned to Klip River
Station in safety. Pte. Boyd, who was twice
mentioned in despatches for acts of gallantry, received
the Distinguished Conduct Medal and was promoted
to the rank of Corporal.
On the outbreak of the Great War in 1914,
the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles were at Aden, and
having spent 17 years abroad, were expecting a long
spell of home service, instead of which, November,
1914, found them in the trenches in France, where
they remained until " Cease Fire" sounded four years
later.
The 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles, who were at
Hdworth when the War commenced, landed in France
on 13th August, 1914, and served on the Western
Front until the Armistice. Both the Regular
Battalions of the regiment spent part of their war
service with the 36tli (Ulster) Division. Altogether
the regiment had twentyone Battalions during the
Great War, largely recruited from the Ulster Volunteers
and two more V.C.'s were won for the regiment (by
Pte. R. Quigg of the 12tli Battalion and Pte. F. M.
McFadzean of the 14th Battalion) ; also thirtyone
new Battle Honours.
With effect from 1st January, 1921, the title of the
Regiment was changed to The Royal Ulster Rifles.
Among the peace time successes of the regiment
may be mentioned the winning of the Army Association
Football Cup (1909) ; also various Indian and Rhine
Army football and athletic championships. The 2nd
Battalion won the Machine Gun Cup for units abroad
in 1922, '23, '24 ; also the Oueen Victoria (Musketry)
Trophy for India in 1924.
R. MAURICE HILL.

The Sacred Stool of Ashanti.

PHE Gold Coast has a dark and sinister reputation,
JL yet it has a mysterious fascination. The history
of those [early days when the forces of modern
civilisation came into conflict with primitive peoples
is grim, tragic and bloodthirsty.
r

The Portuguese first
recognised the great wealth
of West Africa and in 1482 occupied Elinina and built
a castle that remains there to this day. After them
came Dutch, Swedes, Danes and Germans and each
were compelled to abandon their claims in despair.

Up to the close of the 17th century the country was
just a collection of Wild Tribes. About that time
a number of tribes from the North formed themselves
into a Confederacy known as the Asante (Ashanti)
and at once began to exercise a dominating influence.
The ' Enstoolment ' of Osei Tutu in 1695 marked the
real founding of the powerful dynasty of the Ashanti,
which ruled till the close of the Ashanti War and
vanished with the final abdication of King Prempeh
in 1896.
Today we find the Ashanti slowly undergoing a
change.
Many of their customs, which were
thoroughly
revolting
have disappeared,
though
a number still remain. Civilisation has just got the
Ashanti in its grip, but only very slightly, for it will be
years and years before they catch up with the progress
of the world.
Many stories are told of this race of warriors and
though barbaric to an extreme, the official records of
palavers with the British show that they kept to their
treaties and showed great sagacity and wisdom in
regard to affairs of State. Generous, honourable and
brave, yet they could be frightfully cruel in their
tyranny.

Coomassie. Never a boat or a canoe has been seen
upon its surface, because it is taboo. If a native did
so, then the wrath of the mighty J uJ u that guards the
Sacred Waters would descend upon him.

Coomassie or Kumasi is the capital and lies 168
miles up country from the Port of Seccondee. The
story goes that it was founded by a witchdoctor, who
selected a spot near a Kuma Tree, prophesying that as
the tree grew, so would the Power of the King become
greater and greater. This tree became the Meeting
place for all council meetings for matters of State.
Kumasi means ' Under the Kuma Tree."

The Lake is full of fish and the natives are allowed
to fish from logs or planks, but the taboo bars all craft
that has been constructed by the hand of man.
Obviously the lake is of volcanic origin and possibly
in those far off days there may have been an eruption
—and the superstition has been passed down that the
only way to appease the wrath of the Gods was never
to put boats upon the Sacred Waters.

One of the most interesting ceremonies was the
" Enstoolment" of the King. One can only think
that when the}' met under the Tree or at any other big
outlying meeting the Chief or Head Man always had the
Stool of Honour, so that after a while the ' Stool '
became a fetish and a God. Someone constructed
a Golden Stool and it became something greater to the
people of Ashanti than our Throne.

The Ashanti were a barbaric people as I have told
you. You can see today in Coomassie the Sacrificial
Tree, which could tell a gruesome tale. If a chief or
one of noble rank died, then hundreds of people were
sacrificed in his honour and their heads hung upon the
branches of the Tree. So that it was not altogether
a good thing to be the favourite of the King because
if he died, then you perished as well.

Curiously enough, when the power of the Ashanti
was finally crushed, the Stool mysteriously disappeared,
thus fulfilling the prophesy of the founder that
eventually the country would become the property of
the White Man. It is said that King Prempeh himself
cast the Stool and other golden ornaments into the
"Sacred Lake Bosonitwi.

Today that tree is taboo and the ground beneath
its brandies must not be utilised for any purpose. It
makes a shudder go down one's spine—the realisation
that all these attrocities only ceased about twentyfive
years ago.

Many efforts have been made to find that Stool,
but there was such a big JuJu against any native who
dared to speak about this Sacred emblem of the Gods,
that it has never been found. Perhaps when the
Sacred Lake dries up it may be revealed, but that will
be hundreds of years hence.

We are indebted to Mr. M. Creswick for the above
article.

I daresay you would like to know something about
the Sacred Lake Bosonitwi that lies not far from
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Memorial to Earl Ypres.

Photo, IV. E. Grey].

TpIELDMARSHAL The Earl of Ypres,
whom we all like to think of best as
Sir John French (of Kimberley fame), after
wards the great leader who trained the Old
Contemptibles for the greatest war in history,
will never be forgotten wherever " true glory
strikes roots and spreads " in the British
Empire. The Retreat from Mons and the
Battle of the Marne, looked at in the best
light we have, were as great in what they
achieved and, above all, in what they
prevented as any of the great battles of the
world. It was especially in connection with
the Defence of Ypres and the protection of
the Channel Ports, which had to be continued
during the long years of unceasing warfare
when this country placed five million men in
the field, that the FieldMarshal will ever be
remembered. There is no doubt that it was
Lord French's wish that any memorial which
was to be erected to him as Commanderin
Chief of the British Forces in the Field should
be erected at Ypres, the ancient town from
which he took his highest title and with which
he associated himself in so close a way during
the last years of his life.
Above is a photograph of the bust in clay
from life of the late FieldMarshal, the work
of Mr. Jo Davidson, from which the bronze
bust now in New York was executed.

[Reproduced by hind permission of Mr. " Jo " Davidson.

We owe it to Violet, Duchess of Rutland—
herself an old friend of Lord Ypres—that Mr.
Jo Davidson has undertaken to make another
bust in Burgundy stone. It is hoped that
.this bust will be finished and exhibited in the
Royal Academy next year, after which it will
be retained at Aldershot until such time as
the Church at Ypres has been so far completed
that it will be possible to place the bust in the
transept there. It is proposed to devote any
surplus, after paying for the bust, to the
transept of the Church at Ypres, and every
endeavour will be made to see to it that it is
planned and built in a manner worthy of its
purpose.
We ask all who wish to associate them
selves with this national memorial to send
donations to the Hon. Secretary of the Fund,
COLONEL L. STANLEY BARRY, C.M.G., C.B.E.,
M.V.O., D.S.O.,

17 Queen's Gate Place,
London, S.W.,
who has kindly undertaken to receive and
acknowledge subscriptions.
[We will be pleased to receive, acknowledge and
orward individual subscriptions. Editor.]
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The Garrison of Inversnaid.

I

T was my good fortune both this year and last,
1925 and 1926, to spend a few days on the shores
of Loch Lomond at a place called Inversnaid. This
may be considered about the centre of the Rob Roy
country with which readers of Sir Walter Scott's Rob
Roy may be familiar. Rob Roy's cave, where he lay
hid in troublous times, is close to Inversnaid and right
on the edge of Loch Lomond, while about three miles
distant, on the shore of Loch Arklet, can still be seen
the ruins of the house where his wife Helen Macgregor
was born and brought up.
These facts make Inversnaid a place of interest to
tourists in the summer, and large numbers, many of
them Americans, make a circular tour from Glasgow
via Inversnaid and Loch Katrine by boat and horse
drawn brakes. But interesting as the Rob Roy
country and traditions may be to many, the writer was
much more interested to find
" The Garrison of
Inversnaid."
This is now a farm incorporated into the remains
of the old fort erected in 1721, when the Highlands
were still in a state of unrest after the rising in '15,
for the purpose of keeping the supporters of the
Jacobite cause in some sort of order.
All that is now left of the old building is one side
of what evidently was a square fort, built of the stones
and boulders of the country side, loopholed on a first
floor as well as on the groundfloor. There are no other
remains except the old well in a corner of the courtyard
round which the fort was built. The well is now filled
up and useless, but excavations might result in the
discovery of some remains of the occupants that might
be of interest. Old wells, so placed, frequently provide
relics of former inhabitants of the neighbouring
buildings and one can easily imagine that soldier's
buttons or badges may have found their way into the
well. But the occupants of this fort were not dependent
upon this well alone for their water, for the Snaid, a
fair sized burn, runs past at a distance of a hundred
yards or so.
Now to examine the history of the fort, which is
largely now a matter of tradition. It was obviously
built as a check to Jacobite risings in a like manner
to the line of forts that run across the country from
Inverness to Loch Linne aloug what is now the
Caledonian Canal, viz :—Fort George, Fort Augustus
and Fort William. But Inversnaid is far away from
this line, and it is rather difficult to understand now
why this point was selected for a garrison.
It was certainly considered important, for one of
General Wade's roads was constructed running past
the fort from the shore of Loch Lomond, about a mile
distant, to the shore of Loch Katrine, about four miles
distant. Winters here under the shadow of Ben
Lomond must have been severe and the road frequently
impassable from snow. In this desolate spot a garrison
was maintained for a period of 75 years, from 1721 to
1796, thus covering the rising for Bonnie Prince Charlie
in 1745.
It is impossible to say what the size of the garrison
may have been, unless documents in the hands of the
Duke of Montrose can tell us.
Possibly about one
company, say 100 men, may have been the number,
and the remains of the building would not appear to
justify the idea that the number was any larger.
Probably it would not be much smaller. But what is
of particular interest to present day soldiers is the fact
that the Regiments which found the garrison during
those 75 years are known. And among them is The
Buffs, though in what years they were there is not
known to the writer. Another Regiment was the 17th
and local tradition has it that Wolfe spent some of his

early soldiering days at Inversnaid. Perhaps they
know all about it in the annals of the 17th, now the
Leicestershire Regiment.
The story goes that the fort was built by a
Contractor from Glasgow, and that the night before it
was to be handed over to the troops of George I., it
was burnt down by supporters of the Jacobite cause.
If this was the case it was rebuilt and the occupation
by troops from the English Army commenced in 1721.
Besides the few remains of the fort itself a pathetic
relic of the 75 years' occupation is the small burial
ground lying between the fort and Snaid burn. How
many British soldiers lie there it is now impossible to
say. Possibly 50, from the present size of the enclosure
where they lie. Mounds and rocks or large stones
mark some of the graves, and on the side facing west
is a large headstone erected by the late Duke of
Montrose with the following inscription :—
Erected
by the DUKE or MONTROSE
To the memory of the N.C.O.'s and Men of the
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16tli, 17th,
19th, 20th, 21st, 23rd, 31st and 43rd
Regiments
who died while on duty at Inversnaid Garrison,
1721—1796.
" And though no stone may tell
Their name, their work, their glory,
They rest in hearts that love them well,
They grace their country's story."
This stone is of great interest to present day soldiers
as the numbers of the Regiments that formed the
Garrison of Inversnaid are given.
.
From this it is obvious that the Duke of Montrose
has in his possession documents of great historical
interest dealing with the occupation of Inversnaid by
British Troops.
It is said that a number of records dealing with
this were burnt in Glasgow some years ago. If that
is the case an)' information possessed by the Duke of
Montrose is all the more valuable.
These few notes are sent by the writer in the hopes
'that they may be of interest to present members of
The Buffs, whose predecessors held the pass at Invers
naid possibly 200 years ago.
[We are indebted to Col. V. Henry, C.B., for the
above Article.]

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Gunner."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Bugle."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" The King's Shropshire Light Infantry and Here
fordshire Regimental Journal."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" On The March."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Sapper."
" British Legion."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Iron Duke."
" Journal of The Royal Army Service Corps."
" The Blast."
" The Tiger and Sphinx."
" FaughaBallagh."
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Days.

" Our Shooting Camp ; Si Amar, second from right."
I.—The Facts about Pharaoh.
ONCE narrated, in the pages of The Dragon, an
Arab version of the story of Nimrod, the " mighty
hunter " of the Old Testament.
Similar tales are very common among the
inhabitants of Algeria, for the Arabs of the Sahara—
like the Jews—are of Semitic origin and their present
Mohammedan religion only came into being in the
seventh century after Christ. Therefore it is but
natural that these two branches of the Semitic race
should have many prophets and heroes of high
antiquity common to them both.
In the course of the many years in which
I have been studying native life in Algeria, I have come
across a number of such stories, some of them very
quaint in their way.
By no means all the simple Berber mountaineers
of the Algerian hills and the wandering Arab dwellers
in the goatliair tents of the Sahara are acquainted
with them. But there exists in Algeria, as in other
Moahammedan countries, a certain class of person
who can usually be relied upon to supply the traveller
with quite a number. I refer to the " taleb " ; the rare
person who can write Arabic and can read the Koran
and the books of early Arabian seers ; the modern
representative of the " scribe " of the Bible.
Fortunately for me, some of my greatest friends
in North Africa are such people. One is Si Amar, the
" sliikari," the firstrate
stalker to whose guidance
I owe the quite nice series of Algerian game animals
whose heads look down on me as I write. By instinct
and by inclination he is a hunter. By trade he is an
embroiderer of " burnouses " (native hooded cloaks).
In his spare time he is a scribe. A curious combination
of callings, but one which has produced a splendid
companion and one of the best fellows in the world.

[

A few years ago, after a spell of work in the higher
mountains, I determined to take a holiday in the form
of the inside of a week's shooting on the lower hills on
the edge of the Sahara. I travelled " light," having
but one small Bedouin tent for my four Arabs and
myself. In the evenings, after a long day's tramping
and climbing after wild sheep, we used to gather round
a blazing fire—for nights are chilly in winter in North
Africa—discuss plans for the morrow and, as our
American cousins have it, " swap lies."
It is on occasions such as this that the travelling
student of native legend and custom finds it useful to
have his notebook handy. On one of them I learned
the facts about Pharaoh.
One night, after a supper of gazelle stew and
steamed semolina (the only dish you get in an Algerian
shooting camp, as a rule) we were all warming ourselves
at the fire, consuming cup after cup of sweet Algerian
coffee, the silence of the night broken only by the
contented munching of our mules at their evening feed
or the howl of an occasional jackal.
That day a camel messenger had brought in my
mail and, with it, a copy of the Weekly Times,
containing a number of illustrations of objects, then
recently discovered, from Tutankhamen's tomb in
Egypt.
Now I knew that Pharaoh is well known to the
Arabs under the name Faraun and that it had been
suggested that the tomb explored by two of my
compatriots, whose names are now household words,
might possibly turn out to be that of the Pharaoh
whose oppression of the Israelites is recorded in the
Old Testament. It occurred to me that the pictures
in The Times might interest my companions.
Producing the newspaper I remarked " You know all
about Faraun ?"
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Oh, yes ; they knew about him well. Is then
proceeded to describe how years of patient study had
disclosed the exact position of his burial place ; how
months of careful digging had revealed the actual
tomb ; and I pointed out with some, perhaps pardon
able, national pride that the work had been carried
out by Englishmen.
I knew that the Arabs regard the disturbance of
a grave (especially by hyenas) with the greatest.
repugnance; but I rightly guessed that my friends
would not care much what Englishmen might do in
the bust resting place of Pharaoh who, after all, could
never have belonged to their own, more recent
Mohammedan faith.
I next drew attention to the wonderful photos given
in the paper of objects found in the tomb. The golden
candlestick, whose shape so closely resembled that of
the modern enamelled article we were using (as
a supplement to empty bottles) to hold the nightly
illumination of our small Arab tent; the elaborate
chariot wheel; and all the various resplendent relics ;
drawing special attention to the lavish use of gold in
ancient days.
My Arab companions were keenly interested. Si
Amar, the scribe, obviously felt his learned brain
refreshed by these details of a dim and distant past;
the cook, his " mate" and the muleteer (being
wandering Arabs) gloated over the description of the
Egyptian King's treasure, for these people talk and
think of little but money and values.
Altogether we had passed a very interesting and—
to the natives—a very astonishing evening.
At last the fire died down and, fuel being scarce on
the barren bills which fringe the Sahara on its northern
edge, the time had arrived to go to bed.
Then it was that I spoiled the whole effect of my
discourse; in other words, completely knocked the
gilt off my Egyptian gingerbread ! I remarked, as
I rose to go to the tent " And do you know that these
Englishmen even believe that tliis tomb may be that
of the very Pharaoh who persecuted the Israelites in
Egypt all these centuries ago?" Si Amar (an
authority on such matters remember !) corrected me
in a moment. " Not at all. Quite impossible. That
Pharaoh hasn't got a tomb. He was drowned in the
Red Sea. He is in it still and he is still sinking, and
when he reaches the bottom the world will come to an
end. So your Englishmen are wrong. This Pharaoh
can't have a tomb at all."
I was squashed. My national pride left me for
the moment. My countrymen (if, indeed, I had voiced
their opinions correctly) had let me down.
Of course I heartily agreed with Si Amar. On
subjects such as this you cannot argue with the Arab.
He knows and you don't! I went to bed. Just as
I was crawling into my " flea bag " a happy memory
flashed across my mind. Had I not read somewhere
that some seas are so very deep that the pressure of
their lower waters is so great that nothing can reach
the bottom ? I dozed oil, sincerely hoping that the
Red Sea might be one of them !
*

*

*

*

II.—Noah's Dilemma.
The second of my two Tales of Ancient Days was
also related to me by a scribe. Not by an Arab of the
Sahara this time, but by a Mohammedan Berber of the
higher hills. One Ali by name.
He was a dear old man in his way.
Unlike the
hunter, Si Amar, he followed no other occupation than
that of scribe, daily writing the few letters required
by his Shawiza fellowtribesmen, reading the one or

two semimagical books which he possessed, and
devoting his leisure to the beating of his wife, a girl
some forty years his junior.
We elicited this latter fact in a rather curious way.
While I used to spend my time gleaning information
(much of it quite unprintable !) as to the customs of
his people from old Ali, my " better half " would take
her knitting and, sitting in their tiny native hut while
his girl wife did her cooking, would glean lots of facts
about the life of the women of the hills. Quite
suddenly, one day the'girl asked my wife for the loan
of a knitting needle until the next day. " One will
be of no use to you. Besides you cannot knit. What
do you want it for ?"
" Oh, to stick into my husband's heart while he is
asleep. He would very soon be dead and he illtreats
me." My wife gave the lady a short homily on the
advantages of elopement over murder, especially in
territory governed by an European Power, and kept
her knitting needles under lock and key for the future.
But all this is beside the point. One day Ali and
I were seated basking in the sun under the lee of a little
stone hut which protected us from the cold blast of
a strong wind, blowing down from the snowclad peaks
above us.
I had spent the afternoon in an unsuccessful effort
to get out of the old man some legend or other which
was not based on Mohammedan or earlier Semitic
belief. Our conversation had turned his thoughts to
religious liistory and tradition. All at once he
enquired " Do you know how Noah got over the
difficulty of the manure heap in the Ark ?"
Well, I did not know ! It had never occurred to
me that the object in question had ever presented any
serious difficulty. If ever I had considered such
a question I should probably have concluded that the
surrounding Flood would have been the most obvious
place in which to deposit it.
This, however, seems not to have occurred to Noah,
if Ali is to be believed.
To the really great the obvious is not always
immediately apparent.
We must all of us have been unpleasantly reminded
of this fact in the course of our own distinguished
careers. Besides, did not King George III. of England
wonder how the apple got into the dumpling ?
Perhaps the care of a large quantity of live stock
allowed Noah little time for consideration ; at least,
this may well seem so to us, who know that a pair of
H.D. horses nowadays require one driver's undivided
attention. Noah invoked the aid of Allah. In reply
to his demand he received the somewhat astonishing
advice to pat the backs of the pigs in the vessel. As
we have already noted, these events took place
centuries before Mohammedanism existed, or Noah,
patriarch of the Arabs, would never have allowed a pig
to enter the Ark at all, and the modern Englishman's
traditional breakfast of " ham and eggs " would never
have rendered our countrymen conspicuous in the
continental hotels of today.
Noah obeyed his instructions and, to his surprise,
the pigs at once brought forth litters of mice.
(Probably the remote resemblance of a mouse's head
to that of certain breeds of pig, particularly wild ones,
may account for this extraordinary legend. M.W.H.S.).
The mice, increasing rapidly in numbers—and in
this we can follow the story with credulity—soon
attacked the offending manure heap, the weight of
which by this time threatened to swamp the Ark at
any moment. In a very short time they had devoured
it entirely.
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Correspondence.
V.C.'s TRAGIC DEATH.
Dear Sir,
I thought the enclosed might be of interest for The
Dragon as McKean was cost accountant at Canterbury
shortly after the war and took an interest in the Depot.
Yours sincerely,
ERIC STRETTELL.
" The death has occurred, following an accident
at his saw mills at Cuffley, of Captain George B.
McKean, V.C. Captain McKean's head came in
contact with a revolving saw and he was so seriously
injured that he died in Potters Bar Cottage Hospital
a few hour's later. An inquest will be held.
Captain McKean, who served with the
Canadian Expeditionary Force during the war,
was granted a commission in the field in 1917, and
awarded the V.C. in 1918. He was twice wounded.

Ali and his beaten bride.
A new difficulty then confronted Noali. No special
mouse fodder had" been taken on board at the port of
embarkation. On what were the now innumerable
mice to be fed ? They soon settled this question for
themselves. They began to eat the Ark ! Matters were
uow extremely serious. The Ark, riding the waves
buoyantly enough since the removal of the manure
heap, began to founder owing to the holes gnawed in
her timbers by the starving mice.
Noah turned once more to Allah in his distress.
This time he was instructed to pat the lions on the
back and, lo and behold, a healthy race of cats sprang
into existence.
In this case the zoology of Arab legend is by no
means too faulty, for we all know now of the real
scientific relationship of the cat to the lion.
A balance of power was thus established in the
Ark. The cats kept down the mice to numbers
sufficient only to prevent any further menace from
a future manure heap and thus effectually stopped any
further damage to the timbers of the Ark.
Ali forgot to mention how Noah solved the problem
when kittens became numerically overwhelming. But
even if he had omitted to ship any buckets at
the beginning of his voyage, he always had the Flood
within easy reach and kittens are easier caught than
mice.
At any rate we kncrw that the Ark was duly
grounded on Ararat pigs, mice, lions, cats and all, so
presumably, with the establishment of the balance of
power, Noah's troubles were at an end.
A quaint old man was Ali. I hope his wife has not
.yet found a substitute for a knitting needle !
M. W. HILTONSIMPSON,

THE ROYAL ULSTER RIFLES.
Dear Sir,
.
r
I am returning herewith the Historical Sketch oi
this Regiment which you have so kindly sent me to see,
and I have been through it and have made three small
corrections.
The Commanding Officer wishes me to thank you
very much indeed for the great care and trouble that
has obviously been taken with this short account.
We are particularly pleased that it should be
published in The Dragon as it will help to impress on
people that though changed in name, we are
The
Royal Irish Rifles "—a fact not always appreciated
by everyone.
Wishing The Dragon every success, I am,
Yours very sincerely,
DENIS SWINBURNE, Et.,
The Royal Ulster Rifles, A/Adjutant,
1st Battalion.
THE SEAFORTHS.
IDciir Sir
The following association between the Buffs and the
Seaforths was not mentioned in the Record of the latter
published in your December issue. It lias occurred to
me that it might interest you. The 1st Seaforths,
together with the 2nd Black Watch, fought side by side
with the 5th Buffs at the battle of Sheik Saad and
subsequent actions during the first attempt to relieve
Kut in January, 1916.
BrigadierGeneral (now MajorGeneral Sir) \Y. M.
Thomson, C.B., M.C., Commanded the 35tli Infantry
Brigade and later the 14th Division, of which the otli
Buffs formed part, in 191617.
Major W. R. C. Laverton, M.C., was appointed
Adjutant of the 5th Buffs in 1916, and later became
2ndiuco,nniand till after the Armistice.
He was
awarded his M.C. whilst serving with this battalion.
Both these officers were Seaforths.
In 1917—1S at Bangalore, the Depot Officers of the
1st Seaforths and 5tli Buffs, together with the 2nd
Black Watch and 5th Queens, occupied the same Mess
and the Depots were next to each other. Both in
Mesopotamia and India the Buffs and the Jocks
formed many friendships and cooperated m many
W ayS'

Yours sincerely,
A. E. LOYD HARD CASTLE, Capt.,
4th Bn. The Buffs (late 5th Bn.).
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KUALA LUMPUR

The enclosed will probably be of some interest to
you. It refers to " Mick " Hunt, late of "G" Coy.,
2nd Battalion, and there must be many yet who
remember him. He left as a Corporal.
If there was any news of interest, I would send it,
but this is not London, believe me. It seems nothing
but work. But every cloud has a silver lining and
1928 (January, perhaps) will see me sailing away from
the famous " Shiny East "—for a spell at least—and
eight months' leave.
Yours faithfully,
TOM BURKE,
Late Sgt. 8010, 2nd Battalion.
As already announced, the death of Mr. II. J. Hunt, of the Inland
Revenue, Malacca, occurred on Sunday.
Mr. Hunt was a keen Volunteer, and while returning from the
annual manoeuvres, which had been held that morning in the Jasin
District of Malacca, he met his death, writes our Malacca
correspondent.
The manner of the accident is still somewhat shrouded in mystery,
but eyewitnesses say that the motor bus in which deceased was
returning to Malacca, with Sgt. Osman of the Staff Headquarters,
turned over a few miles out of Malacca and Sgt.Major Hunt was
thrown out on to the road, sustaining such terrible injuries about the
'head, face and shoulders that death occurred before the injured man
could be taken to Malacca. Every help possible was given, as Dr.
Holdbrook and Dr. Halley of the Field Ambulance .Section were almost
immediately on the scene of the accident, and the Field Ambulance,
which had accompanied the Volunteers to the scene of operations was
utilised.
The deceased was a man who made friends with all who came in
touch with him. While keenly interested in all that went on amongst
the European community in Malacca and District, he had a wide circle
of friends in all walks of life amongst the Chinese, Eurasians
and Malays, more especially with those who came into touch with him
during business hours. Mr. Hunt, however, seemed to find real
happiness and usefulness in imparting knowledge of Army Rifle drill
to all who were interested in the subject, and numbers have benefited
by his instruction. lie was a man of kindly disposition and was highly
respected for his upright character, and for the manner in which he
performed every duty which he undertook. A keen member of the
Battalion Rifle Association, lie took part in many of the shoots, and
the cups which adorned his bungalow testified to his skill on the range.
Mr. Hunt was a man of about 45 years of age, and served in the
Yeomanry during the Boer War. He was afterwards in the
2nd Battalion of the " Buffs," holding the rank of Corporal. He left
the Service about 1912 to take up planting and was on several estates
in Joliore and Malacca, prior to entering Government Service in
Malacca on July 22nd, 1924.

MEMORIES.

Colonel Pearson ; he was in Command of the Machine
Corps. I knew him directly I saluted him and I can
assure you we had a nice friendly chat after all
those years. I told him I never saw him in the 2nd
Battalion in South Africa. He replied : " Oh no :
I was on the Staff." Dodging the column, lie meant !
Well, Mr. Editor, I must write you later and give
you some of the happenings since I left the good old
Regiment.
I might say I am in a good position
regarding work, having had two jobs in 35 years ; not
so bad.
I have sent you on my subscription to become a
member of the O.C.A. I might tell you I am also
a member of the O.C.A. 2nd Queen's Royal West
Surrey Regiment, who arc almost next door to my
firm.
We have a nice large canteen and games, with
Billiards and concerts occasionally. Everything is so
compact. It is the Memorial, in Main Street.
Wishing you every success, believe me to remain
55 Frean Street,
Yours fraternally,
Bermondsey,
F.' C. HEARN.
London, S.W. Rgt. No. 1022, 1st & 2nd Bn

GOOD WISHES.
The Editor, The Dragon.
My very best wishes to you for Christmas and the
New Year.
Being one of the old Buffs who live in a country
where old comrades are as scarce as they are welcome,
I look forward to the arrival of The Drgon as the event
of each month.
My grateful thanks to you and to your staff.
C/o. Messrs. Lloyds,
Yours,
6 Pall Mall,
S. L. P. BARKER.
London, S.W. 1.


*

*

*

Dear Sir,
Enclosed P.O. S/, yearly subscription for The
Dragon.
Best wishes for all Buffs, past and present for
a happy Christmas and bright New Year.
120 Lansdowne Road,
Yours truly,
Seven Kings,
S. J. BINDLE.
Ilford, Essex.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Having attended Captain Enriglit's first
meeting
at his private house, for a London Branch of the O.C.A.
I was very pleased to be present, and especially of
meeting a few old comrades, and I sincerely hope we
shall get a good muster. I received The Dragon quite
safely and thank you very much. In reading it I came
across .Sailor Cooper, one of the 1883 Boys. I
remember him joining the Regiment, the 1st Battn. ;
we were stationed in Richmond Barracks, Dublin.
He and another Boy named Davis joined my Company,
"B". The ColourSgt was Judd and Sailors No. was
1099, mine being 1022. Our Regtl. Sgt.Major was
Joey Pepper and Adjutant, Mr. Kekewich, Kimberley
Defender, with Col. Blakesley in Command. I know
a good few of the officers' names, but I left the 1st
Battalion in Calcutta in 1891, having nearly served
eight years ; after finishing
my Reserve and joining
Section "D" I joined the 2nd Battalion in Aldershot
and finished
up, leaving Balmoral, Transvaal, in
February, 1901 ; Major Dauglisli was in Command
then. (End of Chapter I. !).
I joined up again in October, 1914, but I was sent
to the 4th Battalion York and Lanes., Clipstone Cam]),
Mansfield, Notts., where I came across one of my old
Company Officers whom I had not .seen since I shook
hands with him in DumDum in 1890. That was

DUNDEE.
Dear Sir,
Herewith enclosed P.O. for 8/, my subscription
for the coming year's issue of The Dragon, wishing
this valuable little J ournal the bumping success
it really deserves. It has proved a real pal to your
humble, up here, so far north.
At the same time I wish all Buffs, Old and Young,
a merry Christmas and a bright and prosperous New
Year.
Yours respectfully,
2 Arklay Street,
A. ISARD,
Dundee, N.B.
Late Sgt., 2nd Bn., Buffs.

MEERUT, 1879.
Dear Editor,
I came across one name, when I was reading The
Dragon this morning I was glad to see and that was
General Hickson. When I knew him he was Lieut,
and the first time he was Orderly Officer of the da)',
in Meerut, 1879, I was Orderly Sgt. with him. I see
a good few old names I knew so well, whicli made me
think of the days gone by, although I never knew you.
I wish you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
" OLD BUFF."
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Round

and

THE
1926 can hardly be described as a " good
NEW YEAR, year." Except that its passing marks
another milestone there can be few who
will shed many tears in its memory. We have learned
since the war not to hope overmuch. Even so, the
optimistic predictions of certain captains of industry
arouse a hope that a better spirit will prevail in those
who can do so much to repair the ravages of 1914—
1918 and bring back something of the carefree
atmosphere of the years before the blaze.
*

*

*

*

COMMUNITY 1 have not myself attended one of these
SINGING.
functions, but a mau who has, told me
the other day that they are well worth
sampling. "John Peel,"'sung by ten thousand voices
is a tonic, according to him. Even those whose vocal
efforts are eonfmed to the strict privacy of the bath
room, feel constrained to let themselves go at the
Albert Hall. If political meetings—especially during
byelections—were opened by the siugiug of ongs of
good fellowship, it is probable that a better feeling
would prevail iu the subsequent proceedings.
#

*

*

*

THE CITY
CHURCHES,

Widespread relief was felt as a result of
the decision of Parliament to reprieve
the city churches. The sudden access
of practical business instincts on the part of certain
high ecclesiastical dignitaries has met with the rebuke
it deserved. In a like maimer it seems that those parts
of Bloomsbury that constitute such important ' lungs '
in a rapidly congesting city have escaped a dire fate.
The site of the Foundling Hospital is unlikely to be
used for a new Covent Garden Market. The L.C.C.
have shewn a very proper regard for the amenities of
a quarter which is rapidly regaining its popularity.
Bloomsbury is no longer a squalid collection of dingy
boarding
° houses.
*
¥
*
* 
A great deal has been written lately
about gossipmongeriug. Oue case has
recently been decided in the courts and another is sub
judice. Some newspapers have assumed the mantle
of righteous indignation so naively that even hardened
readers have gasped at them. Two or three things
occur to me. Oue is that the public generally adores
titbits about the Great and the LessGreat. Not
a few owners of papers have grown fat because they
have not neglected this important element in the
reading public. After all, there is gossip and gossip
and occasionally the limits are passed by unscrupulous
persons. But "it does not seem likely that memoirs
and " tittletattle " books will be less popular among
publishers or public because some pots have been
calling some kettles black. Nevertheless, most of the
responsibility rests with publishers for public taste
is a thing that can be moulded. The readers of the
cheaper Sunday papers, for instance, are hardly
desolated at the prospect of getting less of the
" horrible details " of divorce cases and other judicial
proceedings, as a result of the recent Act of Parliament
dealing with newspaper reports.

About.

the nursery. The electric traiu and the wireless set
have a way of going wrong and then the more durable
delights of the drum aud trumpet and of leaden soldiers
are resorted to.
A suggestion that toy soldiers are bad for children
in that they inculcate a militarist spirit has received
the scorn that it deserves. Think of the hundreds of
pacifists in all classes who must have had glorious
battles in their " golden age." And, as one paper
pointed out, the leaden stockbroker, or member of
Parliament is not going to appeal to the young unless
these peaceful representations can be recruited for
a good ' scrap.'
The recent heavy casualties iu the Royal
Air Force have not diminished the desire
to lij' and the continental services are consistently well
patronised. Nevertheless, flying has to be made very
much safer before the average man, even if he can
afford it, will feel inclined to possess his own machine.
The motor car is dangerous enough iu these days, but
it is possible to get off without fatal injuries in road
accidents.
FLYING.

¥

¥

*

*

*

*

The recently published figures of street
fatalities in London give one furiously
to think. There is no doubt that the
new oneway traffic system bewilders many pedestrians
who had taken a lifetime to learn to look in the
direction of the oncoming traffic before venturing across
the road. " Safety first " is a gospel that is a long way
from popularity yet and there are some who think that
it is better so. I know one very bad crossing in
London where the ample subways provided are sadiy
neglected.

GOSSIP.

CHRISTMAS
PRESENTS.

*

STREET
PERILS.

B.B. Dinner.
rpHE Annual Dinner was held, as usual, on the night
1
of the Varsity rugger match, at the Savoy Hotel
and was a very pleasant affair, the Chief (Lord
Harris) was iu the chair and there were no less than
four other old Kent Captains present—Marsham,
Troughton, Cornwallis and Evans, as well as 1 ercy
Chapman.
The health of the lastnamed and the English XI.
was given by Waldron Smitliers (the member for
1
Cliislehurst). Evans proposed the toast
™
Stanley," whilst Stanley Cornwallis proposed
Good
luck to Johnny."
About 150 Brethren sat down to an excellent
dinner and one met many old friends. Among these
were Dampier Palmer, A. J. Tassell, Archie Norman,
P W Toinlinson, Callander, a sprinkling of Mackesons,
Hubbards and
Weigalls; George Harris, Leigh
Pembertou and Reggie Marriott.

*

This is a mechanical age aud keen
Students of the psychology of the
young—in other words the directors of
stores aud toyshops—are uot slow to provide all kinds
of "juvenile machinery " at marvellous prices for the
greater impoverishment of parents. The train that
a0es by electricity, and not just by winding up the
engine, no doubt' appeals to many children, but the
simpler and cheaper toys are often the favourites of

B. and W. F1SK-MOQRE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
MEMBERSHIP.
DDITIONAL members this month are Captain
P. W. G. Kann, handicap 5 at Worplesdon and
Mr. J. Quartermaine, handicap 10 at Berkhamstead,
thereby making the membership total 129. In all
probability there are still a number of past officers of
the regiment who would like to join the Society were
it brought to their notice, and if present members
can help with likely addresses the Hon. Secretary will
welcome them.
THE COMING SEASON.
Owing to additional matches having been arranged,
and the dates of several of those published last month
having to be altered, it is as well to repeat the
programme for the coming season : here it is in
its amended form :—

A

Dale.
Mar. 10.
„
20.
April 8.
„
,
„
,,
May

10.
27.
28.
29.
7.
18.
June 12.
„
18.
July 16.
23.
Sept. 18.
„
24.
Oct. 5.
„
„

19.
20.

Club.
Manager.
Camberley Heath
Capt. W. C. I.amarque
Folkestone
Col. W. H. Trevor.
R.W. Kent Regt. at West
Hill
The Hon. Secretary.
Aldershot Command
Capt. H. de R. Morgan
I Spring Meeting at
,,
r
/
Prince's, Sandwich The Hon Secretary.
Royal St. George's
The Hon. Secretary.
Wrotham Heath
Maj.Gen. Sir A. I,yndenBell.
Royal Ashdown Forest
Ft.Col. E. B. Burns.
Eittlestone
The Hon. Secretary.
Rye
Col. J. Body.
Royal E.K. Yeomanry at
Belmont
The Hon. Secretary.
St. Augustine's
The Hon. Secretary.
Heme Bay
The Hon. Secretary.
Knole Park
Ft.Col. F. B. Dyne.
Royal Cinque Ports Golf
Club
The Hon. Secretary.
I Autumn Meeting at
„
/ Royal St. George's The Hon Secretary.

* 1 his lias been changed from March 9tli as
mentioned in the fixture list recently sent to members.
SPRING MEETING.
Members will no doubt like to have early intimation
of the competitions arranged by tlic Committee for the
Spring Meeting which, for the first time, is to extend
over two days and take place at Prince's, Sandwich,
which rightly claims to be one of the best courses in
the South of England. Curiously enough, though
Prince's actually adjoins Royal St. George's, its
main characteristics could not be more different in
every respect to its neighbour so well known to many
of us, and those participating at the Spring meeting
will have the added pleasure of comparing the charms
and the difficulties of the two.
Here is the programme
FIRST DAY.
Morning :—
Qualifying round for the Brinckman Cup,
which will be competed for for the first time : 18
holes medal play under handicap, the eight leading
players to be left in. Ties, if any, for the last place
will be decided under Rule 6.

Afternoon :—
(a) Final Brinckman Cup.
(b) Bogey Foursomes imder handicap, partners to
be drawn for.
Further particulars relating to accommodation and
entry fee, etc., will be published and circulated later.
In the meantime it is hoped that the programme
arranged is such as to provide good fun and a large entry.

Plum Pudding Fund.
The following donations to this fund have been
received (25/12/26)
5 0 0
General The Rt. Hon. Sir A. Paget
5 0 0
Col. Sir T. Brinckman
3 0 0
Col. R. S. I. Friend
2 0 0
Major E. Gould
1
1 0
P.R.I., 2nd Battalion
1 0 0
Col. R. Groves Raines
1 0 0
Gen. Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge
1
0 0
Major W. H. Booth ...
0 10 0
Col. J. Body ...
0 2 6
Mrs. Reeves
0 5 0
Anonymous
£19 18

«

Puddings were sent to 107 families at a total cost
of /19 18s. 4d.

FIRSTFOURTH BATTALION
THE BUFFS, T.F.
It

is proposed

DIARY of this
1919.

Will

to publish a

Battalion for 1914-

officers

kindly

send

particulars they would like included
in the Diary to Capt. R. E. Harbord,
42 Cleveland Square,
London, W.2.

Afternoon :—
\a) Brinckman Cup.
b) 18 holes Bogey Competition under handicap.
Morning :—

SECOND DAY.

(a) Semifinals Brinckman Cup.
(b) Senior Medal for those with handicap of 13 and
under.
(c) Junior Medal for those with handicap of 14 and
over.

Any private Diaries

would be most

helpful, and they would be carefully looked
after and returned after perusal.
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The 1st Battalion.
OFFICERS,

1st

BATTALION.

Photo by Frayonne.

TOP ROW :—Lt. Fox, M.C., Lt. Williams, Lt. Boucher, 2nd/Lt. Walters, Lt. Hendin, M.C., Lt. Reid, M.C.
MIDDFE ROW :—Capt. Wood, M.G., Lt. Milton, Capt. Essel, Capt. Wale, Lt. Rose, Lt. Sankey, Lt. Spear,
Lt. Oliver.
SEATED :—Capt. Peareth, Maj. Hart, Lt.Col. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., Lt.Col. Power, D.S.O.,
Maj. Crookenden, D.S.O., Capt. Wilkins, M.B.E., Lt. and Qmr. Andrews, D.C.M.

ROBABLY the sad

P dest part of the
life of the soldier is the

continual repetition of fare
wells. This
month
we
have
been
particularly
unfortunate in this respect,
for on December 2nd the
battalion lost two of its
oldest friends in Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. Lucas.
For us to attempt to
describe here how great is
our loss, is beyond the
power of our pen, but those
who know Col. and Mrs.
Lucas will realise with what esteem and
affection they were held by all ranks of the
battalion. On the evening of December 1st,

when Col. Lucas was^the guest of the Officers
at dinner, our Commanding Officer described
him as " a good sportsman and an efficient
soldier." Surely this speaks for itself and
anything further I could say is rendered
superfluous. It is some consolation to realise
that Col. Lucas' departure is a battalion loss
and not a Regimental one, for he goes straight
to Aldershot to assume command of the 2nd
Battalion. All our best wishes go to both
him and Mrs. Lucas for the future.
Many other staunch supporters left us on
December 2nd and it was with genuine regret
that we watched their departure in H.M.T.
Nevasa. The best of luck to them all! Most
enjoyable smoking concerts were given by
both the Sergeants and the Corporals as a
farewell to their departing members, of which
a full description will be found elsewhere.
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We were very pleased to welcome a draft
from the 2nd Battalion on November 16th
and we hope they will prove able successors
to those to whom we have just said goodbye.
The draft was accompanied by Lieuts. Hendin
and Spear to both of whom we offer a warm
welcome.
Captain Tuke, too, has recently rejoined
us from leave, after an adventurous time,
which from his appearance, appears to have
thoroughly agreed with him. We learn that
several rumours we had heard concerning him
have no foundation whatever ! Captain Tuke
met many old friends in Malta and, socially,
was apparently kept very busy.
On November 11th the Battalion found
the Guard of Honour at the Cross of Sacrifice
for the Annual Armistice Day ceremonial.
The Machine Gun Platoon and some men of
"A" Company found the Guard, which
Captain Peareth commanded, Lieut. Reid
being Subaltern of the Guard and Lieut.
Boucher carrying the King's Colour. At the
Cross we combined with a Guard of the Royal
Navy, both Guards working on Captain
Peareth's word of command. A big crowd
assembled and watched a most impressive
ceremony. At the conclusion of the Silence
His Excellency the Governor placed a wreath
on the Cross, and he was followed by many
officers and civilians of the Garrison. '
Another Guard or Honour under Lieut.
Milton was found on December 3rd and
mounted at Government House in honour of
the arrival of the American Admiral,  who
paid an official call on His Excellency. The
Guard was found from "B" Company and
Lieut. Williams carried the Regimental Colour.
The Autumn Meeting of the Gibraltar
Jockey Club took place on November 13th
and 20th and as far as the Regiment is
concerned, may be counted a distinct success.
Particularly gratifying to us all was the success
of Col. and Mrs. Lucas.
On November 13th Mrs. Lucas' " Hazard "
was successful and on the 20th " Kismet " won
two races for Col. Lucas. A fitting ending
for one who has always given racing his
keennest support and who, as Clerk of the
Course, has been largely responsible for
bringing the standard of racing in Gibraltar
up to its present pitch. Mr. Reid also won
on the second day with " Caradoc " (Mr.
Bott riding) and Mr. Fox scored two seconds
and a third with " Caren."
The Harris Shield Cross Country Run
took place on November 26th and we must
congratulate Pte. Chivers of "D" Company
on his fine win aud "D" Company on winning
the competition.

We cannot conclude our notes without
thanking our Commanding Officer, Col. Power,
for his beautiful gift to the Officers' Mess,
which took the form of a magnificent album
giving a complete record of the deputation to
Albuhera in May.
The album contains,
besides photographs, a description of the trip
and all the correspondence and newspaper
cuttings in connection with it. It is a present
that will long be treasured by present and
future generations of officers and it is a
wonderful record of a most memorable occasion.
By the time these notes are iu print,
Christmas will have passed. We hope that
all readers of The Dragon will have had a
happy one and hasten to wish them the best
of luck in 1927.
FOOTBALL.
Rugby.
Two matches only have been played so far this
Season, but the team has made a distinctly promising
start and we hope that in the next number there will
be several victories to record.
v. 2ND BATTALION THE SUFFOLK REGIMENT.
This was quite a close game, but as is often the case
in an opening match, the team was not together and
it was due to this that we lost. % Our opponent's three
quarter hue showed excellent combination at times
and their flyhalf, Lieut. Hopkiug, excelled at opening
up the game. Captain Essel played a great game and
was the outstanding forward of the match, he and the
ball never being far apart. Lieut. Rose had one or two
runs, but the forwards fed the backs badly,
particularly from the " lineouts."
The Suffolks crossed our hue twice in the first half,
their first try being magnificently converted from far
out by Lieut. Hopkins. In the second half, each side
scored a try, our scorer being Lieut. Rose.
Scores :—Suffolk Regiment : (one goal, two tries),
11 points ; Buffs : (one try) 3 points.
v. " H.M.S. WREN."
The team combined very much better, particularly
the threequarters. Lieut. Rose again played well
and the try for which he and Pte. West, his outside,
were responsible, was an excellent piece of combination.
Of the forwards, Capt. Essel was always prominent
and L/Cpl. Gudgeon also took part in some good rushes.
Our hooking was greatly improved and we were getting
the ball back three times out of four. Catching the
ball in the " lineouts " still leaves room for
improvement.
Pte. Longhurst, at full back, played very well, his
falling on the ball being particularly commendable.
Scores :—Buffs : (three tries) 9 points ; H.M.S.
Wren : nil.
" THREETWOTHREE."
Association.
The Soccer season has commenced and all oue hears
now is " Who's got the Grounds this afternoon ?"
The Battalion side this year have not yet been
definitely selected and it looks as though it is going to
be a very difficult task. All that remains of last year's
side are : L/Cpl. Home (our goalkeeper), Pte. Turner
(our centrehalf), Sgt. Burville (our outsideright)
and L/Cpl. Edwards (our outsideleft).
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Unfortunately Sgt. Burville and L/Cpl. Edwards
have already been crocked ; the latter for certain
will be unable to turn out for some time to
come and it will be hardly worth while considering
him as one of the Battalion side for the remainder
of our time on the " Rock "—which now, we regret
to say, is only two short months.
There have been several Battalion Trials arranged,
but owing to rains only three actual matches
(friendlies), have taken place and one " Possibles v.
Probables." Our first
game was against the 2nd
Battalion The Suffolk Regiment, which resulted in a
goalless draw ; in this game Ptes. Bidwell (right
back), Morris (righthalf) and Long (centreforward)
were worthy of note.
Our next game was against a Team of the Staff and
Departments, two or three alterations being made in
the Team, but no real stars were discovered. L/Cpl.
Foreman filling the position of outsideright appears
to be a speedy winger and ought to earn a place, but
wing men are not expected to score goals so much as
they are expected to centre accurately to their inside
forwards. If wing men will make a special note of
this, there will be many more goals scored during the
coming season. I omitted to state that the Staff and
Departments' Team defeated us by three goals to two.
Our next game was against a" Team of the Naval
Depot. They were not a very strong team, but tlie
game gave more new players recommended for a trial,
a tryout. No new talent was discovered, however,
except another goalkeeper, namely Pte. Prior, who
gave a very good account of his abilities and who will
be a very good second string.
Owing to our departure for India half way through
the Football Season, we have only been able to enter
"A" League. The Governor's Cup event has been left
open for the Devons., who are relieving us. We do
not anticipate winning "A" League this year, owing
to the fact that our side will be a very young one, but
no doubt in two or three year's time, with experience
gained, we shall be up to the same high standard as our
Regimental side has been these last three years.
Next month's notes will contain a brief account of
the "A" League matches and who played in each game.
We ought to have a rough idea by next mouth who will
definitely represent the Battalion side for the next two
or three years.
THE HARRIS SHIELD CROSSCOUNTRY RUN.
This run took place on November 26th. Each team
consisted of twentyfive runners, twenty of whom
counted at the finish.
The course chosen this year
differed from that of last year in that it was longer
and the finish was at Rosia Bay along the flat, instead
of at the top of Scud Hill. The length of the course
was about five miles.
Mr. Andrews dropped the flag to an excellent start,
the whole field
of a hundred and twentyfive
competitors getting well away together. Pte. Finn
soon went into the lead, and set a really fast pace for
nearly threequarters of the way, closely followed by
Ptes. Cornwall, Golding, Chivers and Mr. Williams.
Owing to Pte. Finn having the misfortune to fall
heavily on the hard road and hurt himself, Pte. Chivers
took the lead, which he maintained till the finish,
winning fairly easily from Pte. Cornwall, with Pte.
Golding third. A tremendous battle was then fought
out between "A" and "D" Companies for the first team
place. "D" Coy. eventually won and must he con
gratulated on beating such a formidable opponents
as "A" Coy., who have won this run for the last
" umpteen " years.
At the conclusion, prizes were presented by Lt.Col.
R. E. Power, D.S.O., to the first three home and also
to the first Boy home (Boy Longman).

R.A.S.C.
Set. Mansfield
Set. Johnson
S/Sct. Ivory
S/Set. Gocxihind
S.S.M. Suggate

BILLIARDS,
R.A.S.C ». BUFFS.

Buffs.
150 R.S.M. Martin
78 Sgt. Clavton
138 Set. Trn'bv
150 C.S.M. Farrow
145 S/Set. Hailstone

Points
R.A.O.C.
S/Set. Ovens
C.Q.M.S. Newcombe
Q.M.S. Tozer
Q.M.S. Howard
Conductor Green

R.E.'s.
S.E. Goodman
Set. Hazeldene
C.S.M. Cole ...
S E. Torali ...
Set. Dueinore

121

150
'50
148
150
Points

R.A.O.C. v. BUFFS.
...
...
...

131
88
61
103
146

Points

0

Buffs.
C.S.M. Farrow
S/Set. Hailstone
Set. Clayton
Set. Truby
Set. Beasley

150
150
150
150
150
Points

R.E.'s [v. BUFFS.
...
...
...
...
...

102
114
144
150
150

Buffs.
C.S.M. Farrow
Sgt. Clavton
Set. Truby
Set Burt
S/Sgt. Hailstone

Points

150
150
150
142
146
Points

BUFFS
R.A.M.C.
Buffs.
R.A.M.C.
C.S.M. Farrow
... 150 R.S.M. Stokes
Set. Clayton
... 150 .Set. Warnes
Set. Truby ...
... 150 Sgt. Forknall
Set. Burville
...
67 Set. Daley ...
A.S.S. Hailstone
... 150 Set. Willis ...
Buffs.—4 wins ; R.A.M.C.—1 win.
BUFFS V. R.A., NORTH.
Buffs
R.A. Norths.
R.S.M. Martin
80 Q.M.S. Jewell
Set. Clayton
148 Q.M.S. Leslie
C.S.M. Farrow
150 Set. Crosslev
Sgt. Truby ...
72 Set. Teague
A.S.S. Hailstone
150 Set. Burns ...
Wins

150
150
75
150
106

Wins

BUFFS V. R.A., SOUTH.
R.A. South.
Buffs.
C.S.M. Farrow
... 150 Sheridan
A.S.S. Hailstone
... 110 Buist
Sgt. Clayton
...
92 Beer ...
Sgt. Beasley
... 144 Allcock
... 150 Cooper
Sgt. Truby ...
Buffs.—2 wins ; R.A.—3 wins.
BUFFS V. SUFFOLKS.
Buffs.
Suffolks.
S/Sgt. Hailstone
149 Q.M.S. Maple
C.S.M. Farrow
150 Sgt. Chandler
Sgt. Burt
145 C.Q.M.S. Gleesor
143 Sgt. Kern' ...
Sgt. Truby ...
Sgt. Beasley
132 C.S.M. Marsh
Points

97
117
95
150
148

3

128
150
150
150
85

150
96
150
150
150

Points

1

TRIANGULAR SHOOT.
Held on Saturday, 13tli November.
(1) SUFFOLK RF.GT.

C.S.M. Nice ..
Sgt. James
Sgt. Chandler
Sgt. Bumstead
Sgt. Bonny
C.S.M. Daniels
.Sgt. Dagenard

H.P.S. 35

35

35

Total.
105Total to

32
30
31
29
27
35

34
27
31
29
27
30

32
26
34
29
30
33

98 count.
83
96
87
84
98 546

21
32
THE BUFFS.

29

82

Sgt. Crowue ...
Sgt. Holman ...
Sgt. McLean ...
R.S.M. Martin
C.Q.M.S. Hills
A/S/S Hailstone

33
32
31
31
32
31

29
34
27
29
27
27

34
26
30
27
28
25

C.S.M. Ransley
R.Q.M.S. Evans
Sgt. Waters ...
C/Sgt. Hall ...

28
31
25
27

23
25
19
26

31
21
26
12

Total.
96
92
88
87
87
83 533
82
77
70
65
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ANNUAL SHOOT FOR HAMILTON & G.C.B. CUPS.
Held at Gibraltar, on 1st December, 1926.

(3) DOCKYARD.
Mr. Rauuer
Mr. Rouse
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Payne
Lieut. Dunn ...
Mr. Ranger

.

Mr. Seager
Mr. Redhead

27
33
35
22
22
28

32
26
28
25
16
18

29
22
21
19
25
16

88
81
84
66
63
62

20
27

21
9

20
4

61
40

G.C.B. CUP.
Prac.
2 Total.
1
Snap. Rap.
444

SEPTEMBER SPOON.
Held on 20tli October.
Winner of Silver Spoon.—C.Q.M.S. Hills. Winner of Wooden Spoon.—
Sgt. Louth.
1

Practice
2 |

3

5
12
6
15
9
10
9
15
2
3
9
12
3
14
w.o.
10
17
3
7
10
7
12
13
6
2
9
3
2
11
1
16

17
15
6
19
5
14
10
13
10
11
12
12
5
18
10
11
9
9
8
11
10
15
10
10
13
12
10
14
16
13
19

4
7
10
10
15
3
4
3
13
3
4
10
3
9
6
w.o.
9
6
3
W.O.
4
S
10
11
8
W.O.
3
13
10
4
7

Scores.
R.Q.M.S. Evans
Sergt. Blake
Bd.Mr. Leach
C.Q.M.S. Hills
Sergt. Clayton
Sergt. Truby
C/Sgt. Hall
Sergt. Crowne
C.S.M. Williams
Sergt. Waters
R.S.M. Martin
Sergt. Burville
Sergt. Louth
Sergt. Willing
C.S.M. Farrow
Sergt. Beer
Sergt. Baker
Sergt. Hadaway
Sergt. Cross
Sergt. McLean
Sergt. Robinson
Sergt. Ilolman
Sergt. Parks
Sergt. Osbourne
Sergt. Hook
C.Q.M.S. Pratt
C.Q.M.S. Lane
C.Q.M.S. Dixon
C.S.M. Mould
C.S.M. Ransley
Sergt. Larkin

Plus. Total.
2
2
2
7
3
5
2
—

4
—

8
—

3
5
1
7
4
3
5
2
2
6
4
—

3
2
6
2
5
7
6

28
36
24
51
32
32
25
31
29
17
33
34
14
46
17
28
39
21
23
23
23
41
37
27
26
23
22
31
42
25
48

OCTOBER SPOON.
Held on 23rd November.
X
O 
§8
H O O
c=2 52 > 0
O
c
0—
55
55
55
0

«

R.S.M. Martin (Silver Spoon)
Sergt. Holman
Sergt. Curtis
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How to get " The Dragon."
fTO A' those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each mouth, the rates of subscription are
i year <?/, 6 months fj, j months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

C.S.M. Farrow
L/Sgt. Cox
Sergt. Waters
C.S.M. Ransley
Sergt. Holman
Sergt. Beasley
Sergt. Blake
Sergt. Morgan
Sergt. Parks
L/Sgt. Baker
C.S.M. Williams
C.S.M. Mould
C.Q.M.S. Hills
Sergt. Curtis...
L/Sgt. Foote
C/Sgt. Ilall
L/Sgt. I.arkin
Sergt. Dennis
Sergt. Goss
R.S.M. Martin
Sergt. Burt
L/Sgt. Beer
Sergt. Clayton
I./Sgt. Willing
Sergt. McLean y ...
C.Q.M.S. Pratt
Sergt. Cross
Sergt. Sharp
Sergt. Gibson
C.Q.M.S. Lane
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2
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32
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29
15
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25
32
28
25
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26
16

18
35
13
25
23
33
23
21
15
29
25
26
20
15
22
23
23
17
15
33
24
23
26
25
32
30
27
27
\l
16

Total.
48
67
34
47
55
62
50
48
47
59
43
52
49
45
45
42
51
48
38
64
53
38
44
50
64
58
52
57
43
32

Winners :—G.C.B. Cup :—C.S.M. Farrow : Hamilton Cup :—I,/Sgt.
Cox.
Runnersup.—G.C.B. Cup :—Sgt. McLean ; Hamilton Cup :—R.S.M.
Martin.

Sergeants' Mess.
November has passed very quietly in Gib. this year, so news is
somewhat scanty, and in addition the " puka " writer of these notes
had just swung the job 011 to me, so if my efforts are below the expected
standard, I shall leave myself in your hands and to your mercy.
The outstanding feature in the mess during the month is the billiard
handicap for the cup, and it looks as if that grand old man,
Jock Clayton, will win it again this year, but he has yet to meet the
R.S.M., who is already in the final, and the ArmourerSergeant in the
semifinal. He will have to fill it up twice this year. Although we are
leaving early in February, we have entered for the Garrison Senior
Billiard League, and are doing quite well this year ; I enclose the results
of each match. These matches make quite nice evenings and we have
a good number of supporters, even at our away matches. If the regular
team will only make a point of turning out regularly we ought to win
it easily. We welcome to the Mess, Sgt. Beasley, from the 2nd
Battalion, who has already amused us at two of our social functions.
By the way, I do not think that the " puka " wallah has welcomed
" Jerry Osborne," so I take this opportunity of extending to him a
hearty welcome. We also give a hearty greeting to two members
not of our Regiment, but of the R.A.S.C., who always use our mess and
help things along, in the persons of S/Sgt. Rycroft and Sgt. Wells.
The shooting of the members has improved wonderfully, aud I
enclose the results of a triangular shoot between the Suffolk Regiment,
the Dockyard, and ourselves, the October spoon shoot, and the annual
shoot for the Hamilton and G.C.B. Cups.
The G.C.B. Cup was won by C.S.M. Farrow, and the Hamilton Cup
by Sgt. Cox. Thirtyfive points out of forty at 500 yards 011 a windy
day wants some beating, but I think " Skiver " must have got his eve
down since he has been caterer. I do not know what lie does to the
beer, but well—I had better not say too much or the " puka wallah "
would not like it. I bet he is in the pictures now, knowing full well he
can rely 011 me, but still, I suppose it will be all wrong when he does
come back. He can do " 'em himself next month.
The cups were filled up by the winners, and luckily I was there and
so was " Tiffy Hailstone," and f bet Charlie Crowne remembers it too !
Next time I hope the Caterer removes the bluebell before he fills them
as armourers do not like bluebell in whisky. The smudge, dear Editor,
in armourers, is caused by the " puka wallah " returning suddenly
and asking me to have one.
Now, Mr. Editor, excuse the previous rubbish, but having returned
to barracks I will carry 011. The previous effort is by our worthy
Machine Gunner, "Gum," and he is so careless with a pen and paper.
We held a dinner and concert on the evening of the 29tli November,
to bid farewell to some of our departing members, namely : C.S.M.
Terry, C.Q.M.S. Dixon, Sgt. Parker, Sgt. Summers, and Sgt. Crowne,
the latter for a tour of duty at the Depot, and the others to civilian life.
We all wish them the very very best wherever they may go, and some
day we hope to drop across them at the Annual Dinner or some other
time. I notice that the weather was not up to Charlie Crowne's ex
pectations (i.e., rough), and lie did so hope to get a few dinners " bucks.,'
Hard luck, Charlie ! try one of Sid Follett's rolls, aud I do miss march
ing on the Colours. (Get me !)
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Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants.
The dinner was an excellent turnout, and great praise is due to the
President and his helpers for a good show. After dinner we were
honoured by a visit from our officers and we then settled down to enjoy
a good concert of which I enclose a programme. Speeches were made
by the R.S.M., Major Crookenden, D.S.O., who answered for the Com
manding Officer, and by the departing members. It is really a hard
thing to say goodbye to such jolly fine fellows ; it is hard for them
and perhaps harder, but we have all got to come to it, I suppose, sooner
or later. The members that were going to civilian life were each pre
sented by the Commanding Officer with a watch as a token of respect
from the members of the Mess.
By the time these notes appear it will be tiie New Year and I take
this opportunity of wishing the 2nd Battalion, the Depot and our
comrades in Canada, the best of everything for the New Year. We
congratulate Sgt. Papwortli on his recent appointment, and may he
never have to use the " bracelets" on us.
I would advise the members of the Depot Mess to include Sgt.
Crowne in their next concert programme for a few tales : he is worth
it, aud some of us have not stopped laughing yet!
We are looking forward to Christmas now, and the Carol Singers are
already practicing for the usual rounds 011 Christmas Eve; may
heaven bless their efforts.
We have several grass widowers just now, as their families are
spending Christmas in England and they will be able to help us at
Christmas to hang up the Christmas Stocking, but above all be
" Festive."

Corporals' Mess.
It has been many months since the Corporals had any notes, but
let us hope it docs not occur again. Since our notes appeared last,
many changes have taken place in the Mess, many of our old and trusted
" hands" having gone, and some new members' put in an appearance.
To all those who have gone, we wish Godspeed and a prosperous time
in their new sphere of activity. To the new members we also extend a
very hearty welcome. We held a farewell concert in the Reading Room
on 'the 30th November and it undoubtedly was a huge success and a
very wellorganised affair. Very many Artistes ? came forward and
gave of their best, as will be seen by the following Programme :—
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1st Bn. The Buffs.
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... ORCHESTRA
Fox TROT
' My Girl's Got Long Hair "
... CPL. STACE
SONG
... Selected
L/CPL. SMITH
SOLO
"Joy Wheel"
SGT. BEASLEY
LIGHT COMEDY
"Barcelona"
... SGT. BURT
MONOLOGUE
... Selected
INTERVAL.
6. COMEDY DUET .." The Unwilling 'Orse " CPLS. MEAKXN & SMITN
... CPL. BAKER
7. SONG
Selected
B.M. LEACH
8. SOLO
Selected
9. COMEDY
" Let's Have a Little Bit of Fun 1
S/SGT. HAILSTONE
... SGT. CROWN
10. STORIES ...
.. " Short, but Sweet" ...
CPL. MEAKIN
11. COMEDY
" That's What Girls are for "
INTERVAL.
... LIEUT. REID
12. COMEDY
.. " The Buggy Ride "
13. QUARTETTE
THE BIG FOUR
" Extra Special"
S/SGT. ATKINSON
14. SONG
.Selected
S/SGT. SMITHESON
15. COMEDY
Selected
... SGT. BURT
1 6 . MONOLOGUE
... Selected
17. LIGHT COMEDY " 1 wonder where my Baby is tonight"'
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

INTERVAL.
SOLO
Selected
B.M. LEACH
COMEDY " Where does Father Xmas go in the Summer Time."
S/SGT. HAILSTONE
20. SONG
Selected
L/CPL. HUNT
21. SONG
Selected
L/CPL. BROWN
22. Fox TROT
...
" Good Night"'
ORCHESTRA
The R.S.M. gave a speech on behalf of the Mess, and clearly showed
us how much we shall miss them. Once again we heard that word
" backbone," and thoroughly appreciated it. Cpl. Elliott then res
ponded, thanking all for their kindness, etc., and said he was sorry he
had to go and leave so many old friends. The Colonel then said a very
few words, for as lie said lie could not say much ; 110 doubt he felt it
too much to express it in words. He will be leaving us soon and we
fully understand how hard it must be for him, after serving thirty
odd years iii the Army aud the Buffs.
We wish to thank all those who came forward and assisted the
Committee, and also Cpl. Thomas and his Committee for such an
excellent show.
18.
19.
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Machine Gun Platoon.
With a view to composing the Platoon's Notes for the month of
November, I will once again conic into action with pen and paper,
perfectly aware of the fact that my few inspirations are easily out
numbered by my misgivings concerning the ultimate result of this effort
to compose "with any success an account of our recent activities for the
perusal of those who are interested in them.
The Platoon has lately fallen on extremely quiet and rather un
eventful times, this being ilue to the departure of over half its members
to U.K. on furlough, and whom we, the less lucky individuals, arc envy
ing, but at the same time wishing them the best of luck and a right
royal time in their happier sphere at home, where, no doubt, they find
greater scope for their pentup energies and expectations
Obviously, with such a disastrous decrease iu our ranks during then
absence, we have missed our various " lialfsectious and sparring
partners," especially their able assistance iu the field of sport. Some of
our best sportsmen' have left us. so we try to hold our own as best we
can in the various games and competitions that are now taking place
for the Harris Shield. Our harassed representatives for football,
Running, Bayonet Fencing, etc., are already turning grey about the
ears from their endeavours to produce the necessary teams and numbers
to take part in the numerous events.
"
We met with a somewhat difficult problem in producing a team of 2a
runners to take part in the Harris Shield Run on November 25th,
but we did not secure a place as a team, though our " amateurs
uudoubtedly did their best. However, we managed to get four of our
runners into the number selected to represent the Battalion, namely,
L/Cpl. Golding, L/Cpl. Reed, Ptes. Finn and Caless.
Pte. Finn has since left us to ioin the 2nd Battalion prior to Ins
transfer to the Army Reserve. With him went Cpl. Elliott and Pte.
Richards and also some few other " old gunners" and good friends.
Wc arc indeed sorry to lose them, and I take this opportunity of extend
ing to them all the unanimous sincere wishes of the Platoon for their
every success and happiness in the future, and the very best of luck in
" Civvic Street."
We, who remain to carry on their good work, will ever cherish our
memories of their good comradeship during the years we have spent
together. Later, when we hope to meet them again, we hope to find
them settled comfortably and happily into " civvic life." This by the
way, includes the " missus " and—others (?)
"in the first round of the Garrison InterCompany Cup, our foot
ballers came into collision with "A" Company's team, and after a well
fought game we came off the field the winners, the score being ~l in
our favour.
On November 19th, a Boxing Tournament took place between
The M.G. Platoon, the 2nd Battalion TheSuffolk Regiment and our own
Gunners. The programme was well arranged and carried out splendidly
the six fights of the evening resulting in a win for us by 10 points to 8.
as follows :—

PLATOON BOXING.
BANTAM WEIGHTS.
(1)
Regt.)

Pte. A. Taylor (The Buffs) (Winner) v. Ptc. Bailey (The Suffolk

FLY WEIGHT.
(2) Pte. Bishop (The Buffs) v. Pte. Latham (The Suffolk Regiment)
(Winner).
LIGHT WEIGHT.
(3) L/Cpl. H. Martin (The Buffs) (Winner) v. Ptc. Neville (The
Suffolk Regiment.
WELTER WEIGHT.
(4) Pte. Spencer (The Buffs) v. Pte. Jermy (The Suffolk Regiment)
(Winner).
MIDDLE WEIGHT.
(5) Pte. H. Cribbcu (The Buffs) (Winner) v. Pte. Plume (The
Suffolk Regiment).
LIGHT HEAVY WEIGHT.
(6) Ptc. Allen (The Buffs) (Winner) v. Pte. Cage (The Suffolk
Regiment).
, ,
First Fight.—The first fight of the evening, Taylor v. Bailey, resulted
in Taylor completely outboxing and outpointing his opponent with
some pretty boxing'and quick footwork. The Suffolk retiring in the
third round after a plucky stand against a more skilful boxer.
Second Fight.—Bishop v. Latham. Our man boxed well against
a good man, but was knocked out by the Suffolk in the first round.
Third Fight.—L/Cpl. Martin "got going" so quickly that the
Suffolk only lasted just over a minute of the first round when Martin
delivered his K.O.
Fourth Fight.—The Suffolk made good use of his advantage in
height and reach aiul Spencer was unable to retaliate very effectively,
losing on points after a very plucky stand.
Fifth Fight.—Our man, Pte. H. Cribben, sailed straight m from ' the
gong," delivering a K.O. to the Suffolk iu the first round.
Sixth Fight.—Here again, our man (Pie. Allen) was successful,
his opponent retiring in the second round.
,
We are expecting Cpls. Clover and Jarvis to rejoin us from U.K. in
a few days. We trust tliey met with every success, and will return with
a "D" each, to add to our already unique collection.
Sgt. Burt and Sgt. Holman have left the platoon, the former to take
over the duties of C.S.M. of "B" Company (only temporarily we hear).
Sgt. Ilolman remains in the company, however, to take over the duties
(aud trials) of C.Q.M.S. Hills who will not consent to accompany us to
India in February (so we also hear). We trust our new C.Q.M.S. will
turn an attentive and sympathetic ear to our " appeals' small notes
laboriously written by' various optimists aud commencing thus :—

" Kindly advance me the sum of— " etc., etc. : even a Yorkshireman,
our optimists say, will sometimes give " Owt for Now'l." We hope
thev are right: there is at least no harm in hoping.
In conclusion, may I extend to our absent friends and "old
" Gunners " our sinccrest wishes for a bright and prosperous New Year,
the best of luck always, and pleasant memories of happy times spent
together in 1926.
A. B. GINNER.
(F.A.G.)

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did "Crib" and " Whallie " meet as per arrangement, and was
tlieir meeting very convivial ?
Was there any weeping and gnashing of teetli when they parted
again ?
(As per programme rehearsed at Casemates some few weeks ago).
Who is the N.C.O. who lives a hectic fife on the Corporals' Mess
billiard table ?
Has he derived much benefit therefrom, or does he still " hit 'em
hard and wish ? "
Who went on the firing point to fire " five rounds slow" with five
empty cases ?
And did a certain Sergeant call him names (!!!???) and afterwards
go up to fire himself with NO AMMUNITION at all ?
How are the mighty fallen ?
F.A.G.

The Drums.
Owing to our correspondent having gone " home" on the long
expected boat, our news this month will be rather short.
On December 2nd, we said " adieu " to a few of the old Drummers
and we wish them one aud all the very best in their new fife.
The Drums are now looking forward to the time when their boat
arrives to " take them to India " because there does not seem much
else to look forward to. except having " bags of nuts " at Christmas.
The football team has lately been very slack and have not played a
a match worth mentioning. They do not seem to have the time when
our " Hon. Sec." viz. ' Crust" arranges a game. The latest craze now
seems to be " push pice " and the lads are getting quite experts witli
this strenuous and exciting game.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When are they going to disband the Drums ?
Did Spimo really square his account before he left ?
Who heads the Letter league and is he really in love ? And is
Lttrgi iealous ?
Why is Hicko always singing " Blue eyes " why are yoti (brown) ?
And Finch " Kverv fink went wrong " " and did they " ?
C.B. AND G.H.

Signal Section.
During this last month several changes have taken place in tiie
section. Two more of our number have joined the ranks of the civilians.
We all wish them good luck and it is hoped we may be hearing from
them soon and learn that they have obtained good employment. We
welcome the signallers who have joined us from the 2nd Battalion and
trust they will find us good companions.
Training has continued iu a steady and interesting manner, and we
are now eagerly looking forward to the time when we can carry out our
schemes on a more extensive system, under better conditions. We
have during our stav in Gibraltar, visited practically every point and
can now perform " RockApe" climbing to perfection. Signalling on
the level or under better conditions will come as a great change to us.
Sport we have had in plenty, Football and Rugby taking the lead,
and some good games have been played. The R.S.O., a very active
member of the Rugby team lias done a lot to encourage this game
in the company aud now it is greatly favoured. Hockey is being taken
into play in readiness for India, as we understand it is in demand
there.
,
, ,
Several little items of interest and importance have reached us
from different sources and also a few rumours concerning several
of us. Perhaps some reader of The Dragon can correct us or inform
us of the true facts relating to the enquiries mentioned below.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who lost his false teeth and were they hooked ?
Does our musician often play ?
Who gets gunfire early, and why ?
Where does TUG go when he goes out ?
Who is the old soldier in the section ?
Who sings a song in three keys at once ?
(For information).—Cobbler does not write to himself, but he will
not enlighten TuG.
We are rapidlv passing out at " Crown and Anchors.
COBBLER.

" E 14 Company."
The drafts which have left for England have taken most of our best
sportsmen and it will take a couple of years to recuperate. Wc have
lost six of our last vear's Soccer team and have had 110 new men from
home to fill tlieir places, but after three or four trial games we fielded
quite a respectable team and defeated "D" Company, 30, Vincent,
2 ; Fearon being the scorers.
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We then played three of the strongest tcalus on the rock to test
our strength and although losing, some very good games were seen.
Nov. 12. v. Royal Corps of Signals, 36 (Davey. 2 Boot, )
19. v. Royal Engineers, 02.
23. v. R.A.M.C., 13.
On the 27tli November, we played 31st Battery R.A. in the first
round InterCompany Cup. and after a hard game we lost I 0.
We have not yet got together our hockey team.
Iy/Cpl. Morley has left us for civilian life and we wish him every
success.

"A" Company.
Once again I become the Company " onion " and get caught to write
about the Champion Company. Still it all comes in the course of a day
and if I did not write these notes the C.S.M. would fix me up with
some other cushy job, such as levelling the rocks off at Windy Flats.
The first important piece of news deals with the arrival of tile draft
from England and I am certain the whole of the Company extend a
hearty welcome to them and trust that they may soon adapt themselves
and feel comfortable in tills Battalion.
We also welcome back to the Company our old friend Lieut.
Spear, who has rejoined us after completing a tour of duty at the Depot.
To our Company Commander we also offer our best respects and we
trust lie had an enjoyable time whilst on leave in U.K. I scanned
through most of the English papers, but 1 'could find nothing regarding
our Company Commander getting " bagged " for exceeding the speed
limit; perhaps the jolly old sparking plugs failed to function 1
The Company fired the A.R.A. Company Shield Competition and
the following scores were obtained
1,012 points against 1,085 last
year. Pte. Priestley must certainly be congratulated on his excellent
shooting iu this competition.
At last the old Company lias failed to obtain the first position in the
Harris Shield Cross Country running event. Since 1920 we have held
this trophy, but this year good old " danker" "D" managed to just
pip us for the first position.
We congratulate "D" Company on their win because it is indeed
a victory for another Company to " pip " us in the Cross Country
running. The order of finishing was :—"I>" Company with 779 points ;
"A" Company with 814 points; "C" Company with 1,197 points;
and the remainder in the following order :—"B" Company, 14 Groups
and 23 Groups of "II.Q." Wing.
In the first ten men home we had Cornwall (2), Dale (6), Burt (7),
Crowhurst (9), Bell (10), . This event brings the Harris Shield points
to the following order :—"A' Company, 13} ; "B" Company, 131 ;
"C" Company, 10; "D" Company, 6; "14" Company, 101; "23"
Company. 61.
In the interplatoon competition for the " Lucas " Shield the points
stand as follows:—No. 1, 3 points; No. 2, 31 points; No. 3, 101
points and No. 4, 7 points.
The Company have played a couple of games of football aud I lie
results were as follows:—Company v. La Linea Arenal: draw 2 2
(played iu Spain) ; Company v. "E" 23 (InterCompany Cup) : Com
pany lost 21 ; Company v. M.H.Q. (Friendly) : Company won 30.
It has been rather difficult to play any sport off just lately owing to
the fact that nearly all the grounds have been unfit, so perhaps next
month we shall be able to give a bigger account of ourselves in the
sporting sphere.
We have just had the misfortune to lose a few more of our best
sportsmen due to the fact they are limeex. The actual individuals
concerned are
L/Cpl. Russell, Ptes. Sullivan, A. Edwards, Rosser,
T. Edwards, Hudson and Poole.
The Company wish them the very best of luck in their new sphere of
life and trust that tlicy soon get employment If ever they want news
of their old Company they have only to glance at The Dragon and their
wish will be supplied gratis by the same old " Joe Soap." They were
all good sportsmen and we can only hope that amongst our new drafts
there is that same spirit to help to keep the Company at the top of the
sporting ladder.
Well, I must now conclude with this agony column as lam now on
N.C.O.s' Training plus the privileges of a Company Orderly Corporal,
so you can see that I liave bags of time between the intervals to do a
" QUARTER GUARD."

" THE TIMEEX POST CORPORAL."
BY PERMISSION OF MR. JAMES.
An amusing sight which often I've seen
Is the " TimeEx " Post Corporal (the dear old bean)
Pushing his bicycle up the saucy Scud Hill
During the days when we were wearing " Drill."
I was given to understand he delivered tile mail
But his expression suggested a case of blackmail.
On arrival at the Pavilion the letters he would group
So that those for "A" Coy. got mixed with those for Capt. Tuke.
And underneath the table near the right trestle
Would sure to be the mail belonging to Capt. Essell.
Another favourite caper of his
Was to catch you for a " coal heaver "if you please
On a bloke's letter addressed to Tubby Haines.
But that game was unfruitv with me, " Mr. James."
" QUARTER GUARD."
A novices boxing tournament was held by the Company in the
Gymnasium on November 30th, and we are indeed pleased with the
results which are briefly recorded below :—
BANTAMS.—Ptc. Cornwall beat Ptc. Palmer.
LIGHTS.—Pte. Parsons beat Pte. Summers. Pte. Sargeant beat
Pte. Parsons.

WELTERS.—Cpl. Bell beat Pte. E Turner. Pte. Hodgson beat Pte.
Hook. Ptc. Hodgson beat Cpl. Bell.
MIDDLES.—L/Cpl. Maycock beat Pte. Cooper. Pte. Parker beat
Pte. Balaam. Pte. Parker beat L/Cpl. Maycock.
Pte. Parker appeared our best find, and should do well at his weight.
Sargeant also should go a long way iu the Harris Shield events.
Hodgson and Hook are also good, especially the former.

" B " Company.

On December 2nd the undermentioned W.O.'s. N.C.O.'s and Men
left us for the U.K. We all wish them the best of luck :—C.S.M.
Terry, C.Q.M.S. Dixon, Cpl. Brown, Ptes. B. Marriott, Killic, Jendcn,
L. Moore, Gamble, Calvo, Bourncr, Howard, Beech, Angel. Weller,
Waller, Wood, Beaney and Varnes.

BAYONET FENCING HARRIS SHIELD.

On November 26th, we met "E.14" at South Barracks and suc
ceeded in winni ng by six fights to one. Of course we have made a good
start and only hope to keep it up.

COMPANY FOOTBALL.

GARRISON INTERCOMPANY CUP.
November 30th.—v. 4th Heavy Battery of Artillery, 41.
FRIENDLY GAMES DURING NOVEMBER.
Nov. 2nd.—2nd XI. v. Odds and Ends : won 42; Nov. 5th.—
2nd XI. v. M.G. 2nd XI. : lost 21 : Nov. 9th.—2nd XI. v. R.A.S.C. :
won 20 ; Nov. 13th.—2nd XI. v. R.A.S.C. : lost 32 ; Nov. 14tli.—
2nd XI. v. Odds and Ends : lost 9 i : Nov. 19th.—2nd XI. v. Odds
and Ends, South Barracks: draw 11 ; Dec. 2nd.—2nd XI. v. "D"
Company  lost 31.
According to the above we seem to have a serious view of the old
game, and incidentally, of course, bring out some new talent.
Last month, reference was made to the Harris Shield Cross Country
Run. We suffered a rather heavy setback. Langley, the Company
shining light, had the misfortune to have an accident which of course
put paid to his run. We were very sorry, because if he had completed
the course we might have obtained another point towards the Harris
Shield. Nevertheless, we gained two points so we must not grumble.
Reference of course, must be made regarding the departure of Sgt.
Hodgkinsou, who proceeded to U.K. by the H.M.T. Xevassa on the 2nd
of December. His destination was Royal Victoria Hospital, Nctley.
We all sincerely hope that his transfer to England will do him the world
of good.
No more notes now until next month, when a narrative of the
Christmas doings will be forwarded. We all are looking forward to a
very exciting time because it will be the last in Gibraltar.
F.T.B.

"C" Company.
" Sally's Come Back," aud so has our Skipper. We are glad to have
him back with us once more, and judging by the smiles on his face it
seems as though lie lias had a good time cruising around trying to find
Malta !
The Company is rather strange now, as we have lost another lot of
fine lads who sailed for U K. on December the 2nd
Wc are all very
sorry to lose them for there were some good Buffs and Sportsmen
among them. Everybody in the Company wishes them the very best
of luck when thev get into Civvy life.
The lastjoined Draft from the 2nd Battalion has just l>een posted
to the Company and we all hope they settle down and have a good time.
We are certain they will be a credit to the old Company ; also that
they will fill the places of the lads who have gone home
*We are all getting eager for the coming Beanfeast and we all wish
everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Gibraltar
as it will be the iasl one we shall spend on the Rock ; you can all
bet it will be a bumper'one.
Our departure from the Rock is drawing near and when we go,
many old friends will be left behind and needless to say we shall leave
with many regrets, but still, friends must part some day.' We have the
consolation that the reputation of the Regiment still stands as that in
days gone by.
A great struggle is now going on for the " Harris Shield and the
Company at present stand third which we must view with satisfaction,
considering the large number of good Sportsmen we have lost this year.
The two recentlyjoined Drafts are only just finding their feet.
The Running Team finished third after a hard and exciting race and
we must congratulate all the runners on their good performance. The
result of course was a little disappointing, for we very much hoped to
improve on last year's result, and come out top, and so pip our old
rivals, "A" Company. Considering the number of fine runners we
have lost just recently (Steed, where art thou ?), we are quite satisfied
with third place. For the Hockey and Football points have yet to be
decided, and 1 guess that is where good old "C" will come in. Beware,
"A" Company !
We are getting stuck into our Football Programme in earnest now,
and our coming Army Internationals are getting plenty of useful
practice, in training for the coming " Harris Shield " Contests, which
promise to be very close and exciting this year : it is a very difficult
job to pick out the winners now. We have a good Team, which is most
important, and some very good reserves, so that if any of the first eleven
get crocked there will always be another to fill the vacancy.
Our prospects for the Harris Shield look very bright and if we do
not win it we shall not be very far from the top of the table. Soccer
seems rather popular at present in the Company and some of the lads
who would never turn out before for a game seem very interested in it
just lately. 1 do not know whether they are thinking about turning
Professional when they return to civvy life.
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Numerous games have been played at North Front with the danker
team and teams from other Companies and there seems to be quite a
number of good players being turned out from the Danker Team
from the Company. I must say that Tubby will have to look after
himself because Snooker is beginning to get back his old form, and is
getting very hot at back play.
The Company team have played several matches and have shown
fine all round form, and judging by the way they get stuck an onlooker
would think they were playing for the F.A. Cup. Several New players
have been tried for the Company Team and they have played very well
for the first trial. We played a Naval Team from H.M.S. Splendid
on the Naval ground, and after a grand game we managed to beat them
to the tune of 5 2. Although we lost our star insideleft, L/c. Edwards,
for the greater part of the second half, the whole Team played very
well, and combined splendidly, especially I,/c. Williams, L/e. Edwards
and Tubby Elliott. We played a friendly game with "B" Company
and after a good hard game we won by three goals to Nil. "E" 23 have
played us twice and we beat them in both games by tho scores of 30
and 7 I. Our opponents were rather weak and not up to the standard,
but they put up a very plucky fight against a much more superior team,
making our lads fight for the goals, which made the game enioyable
and interesting.
By now the Daukers have made the Nortli Front Grounds their
Happy Hunting Grounds and they arc always seen trekking in Footer
gear from Casemates every day," and won't the La Linea Senoritas
miss gazing at their knees when we depart for India ! One often hears
Bowman singing out, " Sling it over, Buck, sling it to Crighton now
back with it to Lailey." The danker Team generally consists of
Johnson (Goal), Lailey and Izzard (Backs), Fellows, Cresswell and
Carlin (Halfbacks), Cary, Dickens, Crighton, Bowman and Buchanan
(Forwards). After a little more experience playing together we should
have a decent danker team.
HERKWARD THE WAKE.

COMPANY HOCKEY.
The Company Hockey Eleven this year look a very promising lot;
lliey have had several friendly games and have only met with one
reverse up to the present. We have lost three of last year's players,
but Pte. E. Taylor, one of the old Company, has very ably
fulfilled one of our losses and Cpl. Robinson and Pte. O'Neill of the
September Draft make us even stronger than last year. Had all been
well, we do not think we should have had very much difficulty in taking
five points for the Harris Shield this year.
Alas 1 We are not to have all the luck, for Cpl. Robinson has had
to leave us for a month ; he is having a month's special course in U.K.
We shall miss him very much, playing at back, but we will try and
reserve him one game on his return. We all hope he will have a good
month at home ; he will be the only one in the Company spending
Christmas at home.
Cpl. Avliffe has just returned from U.K. after two months of doing
nothing, and up to the present has only had oue game with us, but no
doubt he will show us the way to go before very long.
The team this year will be selected from the following:—Cpl.
Hughes (goal) ; Cpl. Robinson, Pte. Burt, L/e. Mount (Backs) : Lt.
Rose, I,t. Williams, Pte. O'Neill (Halves); Pte. E. Taylor, Cpl. Avliffe,
C.S.M. Williams, Pte. Elliott, Pte. Burtcnshaw, L/c. Edwards
(Forwards).

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is it true that Buck is borrowing the Opera Hat from Trinidads
for his coming wedding ? '
Who is the bestlooking man in the Company ? Is it C, B, O, or R.
(Wake up, wake up, wake tip). Ask Gaus.
Has Welfare seen Kitty yet ? Will she know him by his Gate ?
Who is 10 Platoon's Big Game Hunter ? Is it Sharpe ?" and is that
the cause of his 3 a.m. prowls ?
YBSUAG.
EXTRACTS FROM STANLEYAN KING'S NOVEL, ENTITLED
" THE ALL CONQUERING GAME."
" It's quite simple," remarked Roff. ' " Wc had an Army Team
over from Gibraltar. They were the Royal Buffs who are doing
Garrison duty there. A tough Oak and Wire lot, believe me, too clever
for us, anyway. They beat us NineNil.
" Then came the return match with the Royal Buffs at Gibraltar.
The manager gave us a day off; all the flags were out when we went
across. The Garrison Officers, some Johnnies from the Spanish
Army, some High Officials, Spanish Dukes and Grandees, or whatever
it is they call them, were there. I even heard that the King of Spain
was present in disguise."
" The Result ? " queried the three together.
" They beat us again," replied Roff. " Seven—One."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Was Lewis CentreForward during these games ?

" D " Company.
COMPANY FOOTBALL.
v. SIGNALS' TOWER.
Result:—31 for the Sigs.
Our quest for talent on the soccer field, among our latest arrivals,
began on the 18th when the Company played their first match of the
season against the Signal Tower in a friendly.
I am sure our team proved themselves a hardy opposition, but
once again the Goddess of Fortune refused to smile upon us.
Our
failure to find the back of the net must be attributed to the custodian
of the Sigs. who had his charge well in hand. I am sure it must have

been very disappointing to our forward line, who played a really fine
game, and especially to Long, who seems to have more control of the
ball each time he plays, to have their splendid efforts frustrated at
least by the flimsiest of margins. With the wind in our favour, half
time came with no score.
Immediately on resumption we conceded in a corner which resulted
in the Sigs. taking the lead, but fifteen minutes later Bourne equalised
with a fine cross shot, after a run from the line. The wind, which
proved itself a factor to be reckoned with, proceeded to get stronger,
but I am sure the Company team did not let that matter. It was a
bustling game throughout, and no blame can be attached to Pointer,
our keeper of the nets, for the remaining two goals for the Sigs. he
played well. With a slight alteration in our defence, I tlynk we can
promise ourselves a high position in the Battalion Footer table this
year.

COMPANY BOXING.

INTERPLATOON CHALLENGE SHIELD BOXING COMPETITION.
Points to Count:—winner, 2 ; loser, 1, each bout.
FLY WEIGHT.—Pte. Burnett. There being no other competitor at
this weight, Burnett gained 2 points for 11 Platoon without a fight.
BANTAM WEIGHT.—Final.—Pte. Bundock, 13 Platoon t». Pte. I.elant,
15 Platoon. Lelant attacked his man from the gong and put him down
for the count in the first round.
LIGHT WEIGHT.—SeiiiiFinal.—Cpl. Woollar, 15 Platoon v. Pte.
Price, 13 Platoon. Woollard rushed in at his man from the sound of
the gong and dazed him with a series of blows to the head. Price,
although still on his feet, was Unable to defend himself and was counted
out.
LIGHT WEIGHT.—SemiFinal.—l'te. Brown, ll Platoon, v. Pte. Long,
16 Platoon. This was another short bout. Long knocking his man
through the ropes in the first round.
WELTER WEIGHT.—Final.—L/c. Hudson, 13 Platoon v. Ptc. Hum
phreys, 14 Platoon. Hudson was far superior to his opponentwhom he
knocked out early in the first round.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.—SemiFinal,—Pte. McKay, 16 Platoon v. Pte.
Bailey, 15 Platoon. In round oue, some fast fighting
was witnessed
and some hard blows were exchanged. Bailey was warned for butting.
He was disqualified in the second round for butting. He was ducking
dangerously, mainly due to inexperience.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.—SemiFinal.—Cpl. Warren v. L/c. Smith. 14
Platoon. Round one was very even and some good fighting witnessed.
Round two went in Warren's favour who missed narrowly on three
occasions with beautiful uppercuts. Smith pulled up slightly in Round
3 and the final gong came leaving the judges a difficult task with so
little between the two men. Smith eventually gained the verdict on
points.
LIGHT HEAVY WEIGHT.—SemiFinal.—Ptc. Watts, 13 Platoon v.
Pte. Ellen, 14 Platoon. Although Watts chased his man in round one,
it went in Ellen's favour. Watts evened matters in round two. Ellen
put Watts down three times in round three, but not out. Ellen won on
points.
HEAVY WEIGHT.—Final.—Pte. Oliver, 14 Platoon, v. Pte. Tritton,
16 Platoon. Both men mixed matters in round one, neither attempt
ing to box. In round two the pace and blows told oil Tritton, and
Oliver succeeded in putting him down for the count.
FEATHER WEIGHT.—SemiFinal.—Pte. Townend, 15 Platoon v.
Pie. Smissen, of 13 Platoon. The first two rounds were fought at a fast
pace and some good boxing was witnessed. Round three went in
Smissen's favour, who gained the verdict on points.
LIGHT WEIGHT.—Final.—Cpl. Woollard, 15 Platoon v. Pte. Long,
16 Platoon. Long's punches were much heavier than Woollard could
stick and Woollard was twice down in the first round. Early in round
two Long put his man down for the count. Long afterwards had to go
to Hospital owing to a broken thumb.
LIGHT HEAVY WEIGHT.—Final.—Pte. Franklin, 16 Platoon v. Pte.
Ellen, 14 Platoon. Whilst playing for an opening, Franklin landed
a knockout blow in round oue after forcing Ellen into a corner.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.—Final.—L/c. Smith, 14 Platoon v. Pte. McKay,
16 Platoon. This was the best fight of the evening and after a gruel
ling bout, L/c. Smith won on a narrow margin of points.
FEATHER WEIGHTS.—Final.—Pte. Hudson, 14 Platoon v. Pte.
Smissen, 13 Platoon. This opened in fine style, Hudson showing some
line footwork and we thought we were in for a good fight, but hopes
were soon dashed, however, for Hudson was disqualified towards the
end of the round for using open glove.
L/c. Hudson, Pte. Burnett and Pte. Franklin each got one walk
over, no opponent appearing, and Pte. Hudson drew a bye ; each of
these gained two points.
Result:—
Points gained:—14 Platoon, 16 points; 13 Platoon, 12 points;
16 Platoon, 12 points ; 15 Platoon, 7 points.
Points to count for Shield:—14 Platoon, 4 points; 13 Platoon,
2} points ; 16 Platoon, 2} points ; 15 Platoon, 1 point.

CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING.
" HARRIS SHIELD."
This was started off in fine style and "A" Company for once was
very much disappointed as the Old'Ship did not spring a leak this time,
but sailed merrily home with the Cup.
"HOARE'S CUP.'
This run also took place whilst our Team had its wind and we were
lucky enough to have the first man home, Pte. Marsh, but the Battalion
lost the Hoare Cup by a small margin.
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES.—The undermentioned have rejoined
the Ship after having a good time on leave in the United Kingdom :—
Lt. Fox, M.C., Pte. Back, Pte. Barton, L/c. Cook, Pte. S. Smith,
Pte. Pitchford.
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The Arab and the Date Palm.

D

URING the Great War I was posted to a very
cushy job and as there was no fighting going on
in Mespot at the time, I was only too pleased to accept
it. As a matter of fact I was attached to the l/5th
Buffs, stationed outside Sharaban, some 80 miles from
Baghdad. With the Regiment, most of the early
hours of tlie morning were either devoted to tlie
construction of the Railway to Quizil Robat or to
digging irrigation channels and gardening, so I was
rather pleased to get away.
The Divisional Dump was composed of some 30
white N.C.O.'s and men and about 70 Indians, of all
castes and descriptions. The latter gave me a certain
amount of trouble until I got to know their ways and
customs and then all was plain sailing.
But I am not going to tell you about my experiences
in Mespot, but a little story of the Khan, where the
white and black soldiers and the dumps they were
guarding were housed. A khan is a rest house for
pilgrims and mine was nothing more or less than a big
yard surrounded by a high wall. All round the wall
arches had been fixed up and in these had resided the
pilgrims and tlieir horses. In the centre were a number
of date palms.
Now I was king of all I surveyed and had a very
good time, but I was instructed that if ever tlie Old
Sheik who owned the place wanted to come in aud
prune his old date palms or collect some of the dates
I was to let him do so. Also I was to be sure and see
that my men did not damage the palms or steal any of
these dates, though no instructions were given about
any that happened to fall. I carried out these
instructions and was most rigid about my orders on
the subject, until one day tlie old Sheik came to pick
his dates.
Personally I was rather glad to see the dates picked,
because as an item of food they had been much
appreciated by a particularly venomous type of hornet.
Tliese hornets lived in the mud and brick walls of the
khan and if you went for them they went for you.
A sting from one of them was equal to about a dozen
wasps.
One of the old sheik's men climbed up each one of
the palms and proceeded to cut off great masses of
dates. A greasy carpet had been stretched at the foot
of the palm to collect any of the fallings. At the end
of the day several of tlie palms had been completely
stripped. On the second day the same work went on
except that at the end of the day as I was walking
across the Courtyard tlie Old Sheik salaamed to me
and when I approached, stooped and picked up about
a dozen dates from the greasy carpet.
Tliese he
extended to me iu liis greasy palms with a very oily
smile. I thanked him for tlie gift and went off,
thinking furiously.
My Sergeant had seen the incident and a few
minutes later I sent for him.
" I suppose our friend the Sheik will finish
the
remainder of the palms by tomorrow ?" I asked.
"Yes, Sir," replied" the Sergeant. "The old
scoundrel has about six or seven left."
" The men have never touched any of liis old
palms " I mused. " I wonder if he gave them any
dates out of his dirty hands ?"
" No sir, not one," said the Sergeant, quickly.
" In fact, sir, lie jabbered away very excitedly over
one of the palms and I gather from Sam that lie thinks
some of tlie men had been having a dip in by shaking
the old palm."
Sam, I should explain, was an Arab boy, who did
odd jobs about the Khan for me and my men'

" Well, Sergeant, I hope I sleep well tonight "
I said, looking him straight in the eye. " I'm pretty
certain I shall sleep like a log—I've had a tiring day.
Don't believe I should wake up even if the Ammunition
Dump blew up."
" Yes, sir."
" Those last date palms seem full of fruit,"
I commented. " Pity a storm in the night couldn't
blow a few of them down—I'm rather fond of dates."
" Yes sir, let's hope for a storm—so are we !"
I slept very soundly that night, though I must
admit that at odd moments I could have sworn I heard
the sound of voices and. the sounds of things falling.
I expect it must have been bits of tlie old masonry of
the walls falling on to the baked earth of my courtyard.
In the morning I went my rounds and out of the
corner of my eye I glanced at the date palms. They
looked the same, still weighed down by dates. I was
rather surprised, because I had rather expected a storm
in the night. The old Sheik polished off the rest of
liis palms and got rather excited once, but my Sergeant
knew only a few words of Arabic, but they were enough
to send the old fellow flying.
" Old Akbar seemed a bit rattled this morning "
I said to my servant Green. " What's his trouble ?"
" Sergeant couldn't understand him properly "
said my servant. " But Sam was telling me that the
Sheik seems to think one of his palms vanished in the
night or else the dates of one vanished into thin air."
" Oh," said I, and walked on to my verandah that
overlooked the courtyard of the Khan. I tried to
visualise the palms as I had seen them during my
morning rounds, and then I said " Oh !" to myself
again.
" By the way. Green " I said to my servant,
" What kind of pudding is Freeman making for my
lunch today."
" Date pudding, sir " answered Green, without
a vestige of a smile.
I stayed there a good four months longer and all
the time I had date pudding at least twice, and often
three times a week. I hope Green paid for them !
Of course I do not know whether there was
anything in what the old .Sheik said about a missing
palm, but I am afraid this is a matter that I have never
worried very much about !
We are indebted to Mr. M. Creswick, for the above
article.
1 s t B a t t a l i o n — Concluded.
COOKERY CERTIFICATE.—We all congratulate Pte. Pitehford on
obtaining the top marks at a recent Course of Cookery and hope to
have some new styles of dishes in the near future.
LONG SERVICE" AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDALS.—The undermentioned
Warrant Officer and N.C.O. were awarded the Silver Long Service aud
Good Conduct Medal during the past month :—
7808127 C.S.M. G. Mould, 6188524 C.Q.M.E. Pratt, T.E.J.
BAYONET FIGHTING FOR " HARRIS SHIELD."—The Company were
fortunate enough to win over "C" Company, but lost to "A" Company.
Nevertheless, we have not yet lost heart, as we hope to pull up next
round.
TIME EXPIRED.—The following N.C.O.'s and Men proceeded to the
United Kingdom on H.T. Afavosa, on 2nd December, for posting to
Home establishment and for discharge :—
L/c. Waghorn, Pte. Boyce, Ptc. A. Taylor, L/c. Hadlow, Pte. Ray,
Pte. Packman, Pte. W. Walker, Ptc. Barrow, L/c. S. Gardner.
We all wish them the best of luck and hope to see some of them again
when the Battalion returns from India, some years hence.
ARRIVAL OF DRAFT.—The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and Men
arrived at Gibraltar on 16tli November, 1926.
L/c. Webb, T,'c. Kewell, L/c. Button. Pte. Jones, Pte. Lord, Pte.
Newbery, Pte. Balstone, Pte. A. Birch, Pte. T. Birch, Pte. R. King,
Pte. II. King, Pte. Leggett, Pte. Phillips, Pte. Campbell, Pte. Clifton,
Pte. Cooper, Pte. Farrell, Pte. Morgan, Pte. Prior. Pte. Firrell, Pte.
Hill, Pte. Humphrey, Pte. Johnson, Pte. Murphy, Ptc. Wraight.
Pte. Harmer also rejoined the Company with, this draft, he having
had a long time in the United Kingdom.
Also Mrs. Townend to join her husband on being absorbed into the
Married Establishment of the Battalion.
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Christmas
VERYTHING is
D\ l j jjust_ ......
now, and on reading
Y" these
notes
over,
the
word
Christmas appears rather often, but
we do not apologise for that, as
there is no doubt whatever that
Christmastime dissipates all our
little worries, so it is natural to
make merry about it all. We are
all at present imbued with " that
Christmas feeling " and why not
when all of us have the following
menu (inter alia) to look forward
to ?
MENU.
Joints.
Roast Beef.
Roast Turkey.
f rUSKETEFK I6eB|
Vegetables.
Brussels Sprouts.
Baked Potatoes.
Siveets.
Xmas Pudding.
Brandy Sauce.
Dessert.
Apples. Oranges. Bananas. Mixed Nuts.
Beer.
Mineral Waters.
Cigarettes.
Tobacco.
Besides, Christmas comes but once a year and
anyhow, seventyfive per cent of tlie battalion are on
leave so there is not much else to do except think
of Christmas.
But we must not forget to mention one or two
events which happened before the " Christmas rush "
set in.
First, Lt.Col. L. W. Lucas. D.S.O., M.C., has
actually arrived and taken over command and to him
we all offer our heartiest welcome and unswerving
support.
Then, we were honoured by a short visit for lunch
by General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell. We have also
been pleased to see Lieut. A. A. J. N. FearnsideSpeed,
who is spending liis leave near bv, and drops in now
and then.
And, since this part of our notes reads rather like
a " Court circular" we take this opportunity of
congratulating Lieut. C. Haggard on his forthcoming
marriage. When he joins us again after leave he will
bear that breathbating title of a " married man " for
his wedding is on January 6th.
Captain Said Salman of the Iraq Army is now
staying with us for six weeks on an attachment.
In tlie realm of sport, boxing has eclipsed all else ;
so much so that it deserves a separate heading, under
which all details will be found : our congratulations
are again due to Sgt. Beal on his continued success.
The final
of the Harris Shield Hockey was
eventually won by H.O.B., after quite a few unexpected
results in previous matches.
Rugby is now more or less suspended owing
to many of its ardent supporters being 011 leave ;
however, a good match v. Wellington College "A"
which we lost, 20—5, took place at the end of last
month.
For this game officers came off leave and
courses from various parts of the country. Although
we lost, it was a good game aud the majority of points
against us were scored in the last few minutes, when
our team rather went to pieces.
To revert to Christmas, we have just realised that
by the time these notes appear in print, it will be over
and our menu looked back on instead of forward to,
in which case it seems a little late to wish
everyone a happy Christmas, so instead 'we merely
hope that everyone has had a happy one. It is, how
ever, sufficiently early in the year" to wish everyone
a happy and successful New Year, and may their New
Year resolutions be good ones !

Football.
There is very little to report this month as very
little football has been played. The bad weather has
caused the grounds to be put out of bounds and Harris
Shield events have taken up other days. However,
matches as follows were played :—
ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND BN.
THE TANK CORPS.
Lost, 4—1. We had a weak team out aud we
never seemed to get together.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND JUNIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND DIVISION
SIGNALS.
Won, 5—2. Thus avenging a previous defeat. The
whole team played well.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND BN.
THE TANK CORPS.
Lost, 5—1. In this match we were sadly
handicapped as through force of circumstances we had
to play five Reserves.
L/Sgt. Tutt, II.O., has been picked to represent
the Command v. Hampshire F. A. This is the third
time this N.C.O. has been chosen to play for the
Command.
BOXING NOTES.
OXING ill the Battalions has been going very
strong for the last month or so and if anything,
we are better off for training facilities here than we
were at The Verne. A large and airy Drill Shed has
been put at the disposal of the Boxing Club and a full
size raised ring with a very good floor has been erected
in tlie centre, over which our Jameons arc light which
we brought from Portland hangs. The place is fullv
equipped with punchballs, sacks, wall machines,
gloves, skipping ropes and medicine balls, and the
walls adorned with pugilistic pictures. Thanks to the
kindness of the Sergeants' Mess we have also a loud
speaker and it is possible to get a good hiding iu the
ring to the strains of the latest jazz music from London.
What more can our Battalion " pugs " want ? A very
comfortable dressing room has also been arranged and
last, but not least by a very long chalk, we have our
now very old friend Fred Tovee in his red sweater and
grey flannel
bags, always there and ready to give
advise and a lieiping hand to coming bruisers. When
Fred is not training in the evening, he is always busy
improving the gymnasium, with blankets, stoves for
dressing room and other little things. Where he gets
them from is a mystery, but the officer i/c. Boxing is
thankful to get them and asks no questions.
Representatives^ from tlie Battalion have been
distinguishing themselves far afield during the last
two months.
On the 17th November, Sgt. Beal travelled to Dover
and well beat L/Cpl. Grace of the Lancashire Fusiliers
in a sixround contest. It is the third time the pair
have met and Beal has been successful on each
occasion.
On November 19th, Lieut. D. S. Lister successfully
represented the Officers of the Army against Oxford,
as a LightHeavy weight at Maiden Drill Hall, Aider
shot. It was Lieut. Lister's first appearance in the
ring for more than nine months.
On November 26th we were very well represented.
Sgt Beal defeated Pte. Huff, R.A.S.C., the champion
of The Rhine Army over six rounds at Alton and Pte.
Hudd, our Bantam champion, was very narrowly
defeated by Pte. Needham, R.A.S.C., at tlie same
meeting. Hudd has previously defeated Needham in
the Army Championships. At Colchester on tlie same
date, Lieut. Lister, boxing for the Officers of the Army
against Cambridge University, defeated J. P. Reidy
on points, and Captain Rice from the Depot boxed for
the Army team at the Welter weight limit.
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Captain Rice had only had four days' notice for the
contest and was far from lit in consequence. lie won
the^first two roimds comfortably, but after that
began to weaken and his younger and fitter opponent
began to pile up points. At the close of the fourth
round there was very little to choose between them,
but the decision went to the Cambridge man, after a
close and plucky light.
On December 2nd, Lieut. Lister was wired for from
London to take the place of Guardsman Young against
Lieut. C. P. Capper, the present Army Heavy weight
champion aud although lie has beaten Capper twice
before, he failed this time, the light being stopped in
the third round. Motto ; " Always keep lit!"
. The best performance, however, of the last few
mouths was the defeat of Pte. Morepetli of the
1st Devons by Pte. Hudd, The Buffs, at Blackdown
on 3rd December. Morepetli is a first
class Army
boxer and quite recently fought Cpl. Aguzzi, . the
J.S.B.A. Bantam champion. Morepetli lost this figlit
by the referee's casting vote, but many critics thought
it should have gone the other way. Be that as it may,
Iludd well beat Morepetli over six roimds at Black
down the other night and by so doing made a
very creditable addition to his record of wins. We
may hope to see him with the J.S.B.A. title perhaps,
before very long.
We hope to bring off the Harris Shield boxing in
the New Year.
Inter-Services Contests at the Stadium Club.
On December 9th a series of contests took place at
the Stadium Club, London, between teams from the
R.N. Army, R.A.F. aud Territorials. The result was
a decisive win for the Army with 29 points.
As usual where there is any " mittslinging " The
Buffs were well represented.
Sgt. W. D. Beale was the Army representative in
the Feather weight class and won both his contests.
He met in the first figlit
Pte. Marks (T.A.) and beat
him on points after a good fight.
Marks was strong
and no mean boxer, but Beal was boxing at the top
of his form and won a clearcut victory. He was
superior to his opponent at all points of the game. In
the final Sgt. Beal met an old opponent in A. C.
Boteler, R.A.F., whom he had previously defeated in
the J.S.B.A. Championships. Fie again proved
successful and stopped the airman early in the 2nd
round. After the contests, H.R.F1. the Prince of Wales
presented the prizes to the winners and in shaking
Sgt. Beale by the hand asked him which Battalion of
the Regiment he belonged to and where lie was
stationed.
Hearty
congratulations
to
Sgt.
Beal.
He
thoroughly deserves all his success as there is 110 stouter
hearted fighter
or harder worker in training. Con
gratulations also to Mr. Fred Tovee on liis whole
stable. We hope to hear even more of them later in
the season.
The Annual Novices and Boys' Individual Competition and also
the open competitions to decide the Championship of the Battalion at
the various weights, took place at the Marlborough Lines Gymnasium,
on November 30th and December 1st, and some very fine boxing was
seen.
A lot of promising new blood came to light in this competition
and it will be very surprising if the Battalion team does not go a long
way in this season's Army InterUnit Team Championship. A very
pleasing feature of tlie meeting was the really good, honest hard fighting
that took place and the lack of anything in the nature of " quitting."
" Damn a man 'as 'olds out 'is 'and " was the motto of the tournament,
and it was lived up to from gong to gong.
The results of the various competitions are given below :—
BOYS UNDER 7 STONE.
1st Series.—Boy Slatterly beat Boy Eke on points.
Byes : Boy Summers, Boy Baker, Boy Davis.
SemiI'inal.—Boy Slatterly beat Boy Summers.
Boy Davis beat Boy Baker.
Final.—Boy Slatterly beat Boy Davis.

BOYS UNDER 8 STONE.
Boy Spreadbury beat Boy Williams the fight being stopped in the
second round.
Bye: Boy Barber.
Final.—Boy Barber beat Boy Spreadbury, the fight being stopped
in the third round.
BOYS UNDER 9 STONE.
Boy Field unopposed.

Novices' Competition.
BANTAM WEIGHTS.
Is/ Series: 1'te. Jones, "D," beat Pte. Hobbs, "B," on points.
Hobbs showed bags of pluck and look a whole heap of punishment
from his hard hitting and more experienced opponent.
Pte. Kades, "C" beat Dr. Parker, "H.Q.," on points after a fine
fight. Parker is well known for liis " milling " qualities, but he found
a kindred spirit in Eades who has not long joined from the Depot and
just lost a very fine set too.
Pte. Pollard, "A," beat Bdms. Fieldsend on points. A very good
hard fight which did great credit to both contestants.
Bye :—Pte. Insole, "C."
SemiFinal.—Pte. Jones, "D," beat Pte. Eades, "C," on points.
Pte. Pollard, "A," beat Ptc. Insole, "C," on points.
Final.—Pte. Jones, "D" K.O. Pte. Pollard in first round.
FEATHER WEIGHTS.
Is/ Series.—L/c. Townsend, "B," beat Pte. Barton,
on
points. Townsend's quicker tactics gained him the day.
Pte. Taylor, "H.Q." beat Bdms. Collins, "H.Q." on points. A
good fight between two inexperienced men, but plenty of pluck on both
sides.
Byes.—Pte. Briltain, "H.Q.," Pte. Spears, "A," L/c. Viney, "H.Q.,"
Pte. May, "A," L/c. Salsbury, "C," Ptc. Smith, "A."
2nd Series.—L/c. Townsend, "B," beat Pte. Taylor, "H.Q.," on
points.
Pte. Brittain, "H.Q.," beat Pte. Spears, "A," on points. .
L/c. Viney, "II.Q.," beat Ptc. May, "A," in second round.
L/c. Salsbury, "C," beat Pte. Smith, "A," in first round.
SemiFinal.—L/e. Townsend, "B," beat Pte. Brittain on points.
L/c. Salsbury, "C," beat L/c. Viney on points.
This was an excellent contest. Viney took the first round, but was
slightly down in the second session. In the third his taller opponent
gained the upper hand and won a very good and close contest.
Final.—L/c. Salsbury, "C," beat L/c. Townsend, "B," on points
after a very good fight.
Salsbury has a fine long reach for a feather
weight which stood him in good stead.
LIGHT WEIGHTS.
1st Scries.—Dr. Tarbox, "H.Q.," beat Pte. Sweeby,
on
points after a good fight.
Pte. Hendricksou, "H.Q.," beat Pie. Smart, "D," iu first round.
Pte. Foad, "B," beat Pte. Willmoth, "D," in first round.
Pte. Chapman, "A," beat Pte. Hollands, "H.Q."
Bdms. Chisnell, "H.Q.," beat Pte. Kettle, "A."
Bdms. Catt, "II.Q.," K.O. Pte. Crouch, "A," iu first round.
Pte. Hollands, "C," beat Pte. Mansfield, "C," in first round.
Bye.—Pte. Smith, "B."
2nd Series.—Pte. Hendrickson, "H.Q.," K.O. Dr. Tarbox, "H.Q.,"
in first round.
Pte. Foad, "B," beat Pte. Chapman, "A," after a very good fight.
Bdms. Catt, "H.Q.," beat Bdms. Chisnell, "H.Q.," iu third round.
Pte. Hollands, "C," beat Ptc. Smith, "B," on points.
SemiFinal.—Pte. Foad, "B," w.o. Pte. Hendrickson, "H.Q.,"
who, owing to a misunderstanding, was absent.
Bdms. Catt, "II.Q.," w.o. Pte. Hollands, "C."
Final.—Pte. Foad, "B," beat Bdms. Catt, "H.Q.," on points after
a very close and excellent fight.
It was a case of Foad's left hand
against Catt's twohanded fighting, and there was not a great deal in
it. Foad, who has only just joined from the Depot is quickly following
in his brother's footsteps anil will be very useful to our team later on.
Catt fought a fine agressive fight.
Wc should like to see these two
meet again.
WELTER WEIGHTS.
Is/ Series.—Cpl. Sawkins, "B," beat Pte. Harrington, "A," in first
round.
Pte. Barr, "D," beat Pte. Smith, "H.Q.," in second round by K.O.
route.
L/c. Cross, "C," K.O. Pte. Richardson, "A," in first round.
Bye.—Pte. Lloyd, "A."
SemiFinal.—Ptc. Barr, "D," w.o. Cpl. Sawkins, "B."
L/c. Cross, "C," beat Pte. Lloyd, "A."
Final.—Pte. Barr beat L/c. Cross.
Barr, who is a regular customer at the gymnasium, has a uice style
aud quite a good left hand. Above all he really likes the game and
therefore might go any distance.
MIDDLE WEIGHTS.
Pte. Jordan, "D," unopposed.

Open Competition.
This Competition was to decide tlie Championship of the 2nd
Battalion.
FLY WEIGHT.
Not competed for.
BANTAM WEIGHT.
Pte. Hudd, "B," unopposed.
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FEATHER WEIGHTS.
1517Sgt. Beal, "B,"ibeat}L/c. Bell, "H.Q.," in first round. Great credit
is due to L/c. Bell who, although himself a Regimental boxer, stood no
chance with I.S.B.A. Champion. He fought like a good 'un, however,
until the referee rightly stopped the fight
to save a game man
from unnecessary punishment.
LIGHT WEIGHTS.
Cpl. Foad, "B," unopposed.
WELTER WEIGHTS.
L/c. Bowman,
beat Pte. Hudgell, "H.Q.," after a very good
contest.
MIDDLE WEIGHTS.
L/c. Bowman, "H.Q.," beat Cpl. Wilkins, "B," on points. These
two are old opponents from Aden days. Cpl. Wilkins put up a remark
ably plucky and determined show against his more experienced
opponent.
LIGHT HEAVY WEIGHTS.
SemiFinal.— Cpl. Martin, "C," K.O. Sgt. Trice in first round.
live.—Bandsman Welsh.
Final.—Cpl. Martin, "C," w.o. Bandsman Welsh.
Scratched.
HEAVY WEIGHTS.
Ptc. Maslin, "B," K.O. Cpl. Martin, "C," in first round. Pie. Maslin
has come on a great deal since last season and should go a long way.
The following men assume the titles of Champon of the 2nd
Battalion :—

Pte. Maslin, "B."
All the above are open to challenge aud if challenged must defend
these titles in a sixround contest within three months of receipt of
challenge. All challanges must come through and are subject to the
approval of the Officer i/c Boxing.
D.S.L.

Sergeants' Mess.
Since our last notes we have progressed. The whitewashers,
painters, plumbers, and other sundry gentlemen have been and gone,
and the Mess is now assuming its single members' home and married
men's club appearance. What with new carpets 011 the floor, new
Berkeley chairs, new curtains, and our shields and plate allbriglit and
shiny after having been overhauled, it is now looking something like
respectable again.
On Wednesday, December 1st, we bade farewell to one of our very
old Comrades, and Member of the Mess, Sgt. Goldfinch, D.C.M., who
has left us after completing his 21 years with the Colours. We were
unable to arrange a proper Farewell Smoker, as the Regimental Boxing
Competitions were to have extended to the evening of December 1st,
but as the boxing was finished sooner than anticipated, we held an
impromptu Smoker, and, I must say it went off very well indeed.
Plenty of talent was forthcoming, the B.M. especially being in rattling
good form with his amusing talcs. The R.S.M. was not in the back
ground either ! Many of us are still wondering what was in the bag.
During the course of tlie evening the R.S.M. presented to Sergt. Gold
finch an exceptionally fine silver watch, suitably engraved, from the
Members of the Mess. In losing Sgt. Goldfinch we lose a welltried,
sound, and trusted friend, and the least 1 can say is that we are all
very sorry to have to bid him farewell. " Good luck, ' Chick,' " hope
to see you again at no distant date."
Our whist drives, thanks to C.S.M. Toug aud his Committee, axe
proving very popular aud the dances after the whist are provid
ing happy little evenings.
The winners at the last two drives were as follows :—
Ladies. 1st. Mrs. L i u e h a m S a l a d Bowl.
2nd. Mrs. O'Dell:
Jam Dish.
"
3rd. Mrs. Tweed:
Tea Spoons.
Gents. 1st. Sgt. Sidwell:
Sugar Scuttle.
2nd. Mr. Crooke :
Spirit Flask.
"
3rd. Mr. Hitchcock:
Butter Dish.
Sweepstake. 1st Half; Highest Score :
Sgt. Sidwell.
„
Next Highest Score : Mrs. Lmeham.
"
2nd Half: Highest Score :
Mrs. Liueham.
„
Next Highest Score : Sirs. Simons.
[Note.—The prizes were scleqted by the winners from a large
number of articles displayed on a fable).
The last Drive took place 011 10th December, the winners being
as follows
Sco/g.
Ladies. 1st. Mrs. Brett
156
2nd. Mrs. Sidwell
100
3rd. airs. (Arthur) Smith
lad
Gents. 1st. L/Sgt. Tuit
W'6
2nd. Sgt. Hacker
59
3rd. O.R./Q.M.S. Ricketts
loJ
Sweepstake. 1st Half: Highest Score : L/Sgt. Tutt, 98.
„
Next Highest: A/Q.M.S. Tweed, 91.
2nd Half : Highest Score : Mrs. Brett, 77.
Next Highest : Sgt. Hacker, 75.
We welcome another new member, in Sgt. Osborne, our new
" Chips." May he be a " Chip of the Old Block."
During the month we held a spoon shoot on the 30 yards range.
L/Sgt. Trice was the deserving winner of the silver spoon with a score
of 55 out of a possible 60.
Sgt and Dmr. O'Dell took the wooden trophy with a total score of
0 He attributes this extraordinary score to the fact that he had his
active service on the range ; the one he normally uses for snipmg
around corners. Anyhow, the S.I.M. saved a couple of targets.

The next item 011 the programme is Christmas. We are promised
the usual good things and happy times,but these must necessarily
be dealt with next month.
TOMIX,

Machine Gun Platoon.
Here we are once again, all merry and bright, and looking forward
to til at cheery Festival, Christmas. Some of us are going to be lucky
and get seven days' leave; the unlucky ones, well ! They are sure
of a rattling good time in Barracks, for with the great " Old Beau
in charge of their affairs as regards meals, none could hope to have a
better time.
We have just finished a week's " digging," not for
Gold
or
" Coals," but helping to make the Command Torchlight Tattoo Arena
larger. The whole Battalion put their hearts and souls into the work,
and were greatly praised by all concerned.

At present we are going through the closing part of our indoor
training, and without a doubt it is enjoyed by all.
Our Platoon Sergeant has taken over C.Q.M.S. while our regular
one has gone on his month's furlough, so we hope he will live up to his
reputation for paying out.
We offer a hearty congratulation to Col. Lucas, who is our new
C.O. and hope our work will please him, as it did our late C.O.
Although these notes will not appear until the New Year, we wish
our comrades of the 1st Battalion and all readers of our Dragon a bright
and happy New Year.
_
For t lie second year in succession we have won flic Harris Shield
Hockey. This year it was played on the " Knockout" system,
owing to lack of time and the call of leave.
In the First Round we were drawn against "D" Company and after
a hard game in the pouring rain, the result was a draw, 11.
The replay was won by us by 20 after a great game.
Both sides missed plenty of scoring chances, due to ovcrexcitcmcnt.
The defences were tlie best part of both teams.
By beating "D" Company we were brought into the scmihnal
against "B" Company and our chances of a win were very remote,
for "B" had previously knocked out "C" Company who were much
fancied favourites.
Tlie game started at 12.15 p.m. 011 Saturday, 1 ltli December, 1926,
and our team rose to the occasion in brilliant fashion, for we won by two
clear goals.
On our side, Lieut. Turner, Lieut. Bunce and Cpl. Riley, our goal
keeper. played great, in fact tlie whole team was splendid, and we well
deserved to win.
For "B" Company, Capt. Howe and Cpl. Gillett worked like tropins
and must be congratulated on their fine display.
Our next and last game was 111 the Final against our own Company,
"A" Group, who had had only one previous game against "A" Company,
whom they beat 30.
As we took tlie field only two hours after beating "B" Company we
hardly expected to win, but once again our team played great hockey,
and after being one down at the interval, we eventually won by 31. _
Our Backs aud Halves were in great form, and " Ginger Day '
found Lt. Bruce at the top of his form. The event was celebrated by
flic team later in the evening, thanks to our " Captain," Lt. Turner,
who by the way, is always ready to help the whole Company in itssport.
We were very unlucky to be knocked out of the Company Command
Cup by "A" Company, K.R.R.C., for we had three parts of the game
only to lose by 31.
.
Our ambition now is to get a team ready for tlie Harris Shield next
year.
We offer our congratulations to "A" Group upon winning from
"D" Company, the Harris Shield for 1926.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was the B.O. Sergeant who saw " All lights out Reveille." ?
Some say, No " John " 110 pack drill.
Did " Bonzo " enjoy his week with the " boys" ?
Is Tommy hoping to meet an American Heiress in Bermudas ?
Does " Bell " fancy his weight now he has got a " dog'sleg." ?
Who is " Jessie " and is John going to get married at last ?
Does she wear a high collar ?
Who was it to whom " Jock Parsons " gave a drink, ' NEARLY
at the Corporals' Dance ?

The Band.
We present the compliments of the season to all readers. Being
holders of the Harris Shield in conjunction with the Drums and Sigs.,
we will celebrate it with " Blowing our Trumpet," "D" Company not
getting a look in. "A" Group won 011 their merits, but the Hockey team
made it absolutely sure. The team was :—L/Cpl. Richards ; Lt. King,
L/Cpl. Knight; L/Cpl. King, L/Cpl. Harper, Drm. Gosling, Bdsm.
Hewitt, L/Cpl. Viney, Bdsm. Day, I,/Cpl. Bowman and Bdsm. Brook
man. They played strongly and well together, being rather unlucky
to lose as the best team lost. "D" Company will not be able to pass
back a rotten step, when the Band and Drums are 011 the inarch with
tlie Group instead of playing, as they have done at times.
The Novices and Open Boxing Tournament has concluded, and the
Entries from the Band were considerable. Most of our lads put up
game fights for honours, but were beaten by better men. Boy Satterly
won the Boys' Competition (for Boys under seven stone), and Bdsmn.
Catt finished as runnerup in the Novices' Lightweights. Satterley
now reckons that Tunuey will be an easy tiling.
The week's digging caused a few blisters, but we survived owing to
the near approach of a month's leave.
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THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Will some of the Band develop into Art Critics when they leave the
Service, and will they apply to B.M.H. for a reference ?£j
Is Rudolf drawing his mop iu place of a rille after leave ?
When do the Bullfights start in tlie Ruslimoor Arena ?
Is " Bunny " upset because MinceRoll is not now on tlie Battalion
Menu ?
Are there four kinds of wind and is one vertical ? (Ask R.B.).
Are there four kinds of fouling and is oue artificial ? (Ask Brum).
Did the sweater Buster wore at tlie Boxing originally belong to
Tubby Herbert ?
Did Rawlings' ears get in tlie way when on digging and did he ever
feel snaky ?
When will the Post Office awake to the fact that they are losing
money on " Slits " letters ?
How much does C.B.H. expect to pay out to the band at the end of
leave ?
CROSADER.

The Drums.
Congratulations to "A" Group 011 winning the Harris Shield, and
there is" 110 doubt but that they well won it. Anyhow, there has also
been many a hard event we have had to struggle in to win, but always
there is plenty of support which puts plenty of go in one to hear bags
of shouting out to win every time.
Well, I am afraid some of us are not much gone 011 our new Station,
although at present there has not been much excitement as regards
soldiering, but permanent jobs like rations, road sweeping, tree cutting,
etc., etc. But 110 doubt as long as you do something these jobs do not
take long, so you bet we get heaps of Practices. No ! Our first Retreat
will be soon or never. We were pleased to see some of the 1st Battalion
lads home and now they have gone on leave to enjoy Christmas with
their people.

[S. J.

Herbert, Weymouth.

Well, we hope everyone enjoyed Christmas and we sincerely hope
you do not take any larger size in headdress !
Most of our lads went home 011 seven days' leave 011 the 23rd so
they had plenty of time to get over their Christmas feelings !
We hear a rumour that the 2nd Battalion are being allotted a Corps
of Drums, somewhere in the near future, but as it is not official, we
are sorry that we cannot add any confirmation to it.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who drunk my—beer ? Ask Harry.
When is the same chap going to meet some more pals ?
Who is William Pearfay ? Ask Cronkie ?
What has happened to Grannie's little pig ?

The Signals.;
Our first and foremost sentence in these notes is to wish everybody,
at home and abroad, " A prosperous New Year " for 1927. Our regular
correspondent is 011 leave at the present time and we all hope he is
enjoying life better than we are, for life in barracks at present is very
dull. The majority of the Battalion are on leave and it will be worse
still after the 23rd owing to those lucky devils going 011 seven days'
Christmas leave, but still, we have Christmas Day to look forward to.
The " Old Hands " are still going strong on Staff jobs, but only
until the 15tli January, when we hope to have them all back to jerk up
for Classification, and have a little " Field Work " which we hope they
will enjoy.
The Young Hands are rubbing along very nicely and are showing
up to their looks of intelligence, except of course the usual exceptions
which one must encounter. L/c. Beale went to the Command Signal
ling School a week ago for a preliminary test " Final " and we hope he
got through alright, so that he can have a taste of the "Catterick Life"
and " Air."
Will have to conclude now ; cheerio !
FLAGS.

THE DRAGON
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is Yank still thinking of enlisting in the R.N.W.M. Police ?
They do not enlist Civvies now.
Has Chimin found that £50 yet ? Wc hope it keeps fine for him.

Officers' Servants.
FOOTBALL.
Since the Battalion have been at Aldershot the Officers' Servants
have been very busy getting their old team together again.
We have played three matches, but only two can count, owing lo
the rain, causing the first match to be postponed halfway through the
game.
The second game against the Norfolks' Servants proved a success,
aud an easy victory for us by four clear goals.
This was asplendid game, and the combination was pretty to watch,
Rhodes behaving splendidly in goal.
The Linesman had a great difficulty in keeping the crowd back from
t h e touch line.
. . .
Our goal scorers were Bryan, Knight, and Hudd, with beautifully
timed shots that beat their plucky goalkeeper hands down. Toms had
hard luck in not scoring from a cornerkick ; lie headed it. but it just
grazed the upright. Our backs behaved well, saving us time after
time.
The third match resulted in a draw, 33 after the score being 30
against us at half time ; we attacked at terrible pqce in the second half
and soon made the odds even. Knight had the ball slammed in his
face, and went out for a few minutes, but pluckily played on for tlie
remainder of tlie game. Walton played a splendid game, and scored
two goals for us aud Bersey one. The learns we played were "C"
Coy., the Dorsets, and they were tile toughest we have met so far.
Our team was as follows
Walton, Knight, Bersey, Bryan, Toms,
Scott, Hancock, Baker, Hudd, Walters and Rhodes (goal).
Now we are only waiting for our rivals, the Corinthian Z's. to throw
out their challenge, but up to the present they are keeping quiet.
We arc very sorry to lose one of our number, Pte. Cartwright, who
went on a big" boat to the 1st Battalion.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did Cartwright put liis hand up for llie Draft, and did lie reach
Gibraltar quite safely, as there were rumours he was going to try anil
swim it 1
, , ,
Did Knight suffer from loss of memory after our last match, but
remember where he put his money ?
S.B. 1.

" A " Company.
Our regular correspondent being on annual furlough, the writing
of our notes has fallen upon me this month, but i am afraid there is very
little to write about. Since our last notes we have played a couple
of football matches, the first of which we lost, and the last, against
"C" Company, we won. In the Harris Shield Hockey Match with
"A" Group, "H.Q." Wing, we were beaten 4 0.
In the Annual Battalion Boxing Competition we had quite a number
of entries for the Novices' Series, and 1 would like to congratulate all
the competitors for tlie splendid show they put up. One or two were
unlucky aud got beaten rather early. Pte. Pollard, despite his lack of
knowledge of the game and his unorthodox methods, by sheer pluck
battled liis way to the final in the Bantam Weight Series, in which lie
lost to Pte. Jones of "D" Company.
In the Light Weight series Pte. Kettle put up a rattling good show
against Bdsm. Chisnell who won on points. Personally, I think if
there had been an extra round tlie decision would have been reversed.
Kettle ought to do better next time, if lie sticks to tlie game. There
are several others I would like to mention, but 1 am afraid time and
space will not permit, and, incidentally, you will no doubt find a full
report elsewhere in The Dragon.
Pte. Goodman (Peter) and Pte. Howard have left us and gone to
"H.Q. Wing," the former i/c of brooms and barrows ; and the latter
to assist the M.O. with his No. 9's.
By the time these notes appear in print, Cpl. Wood, Pte. White and
Pte. Beale will be well into Civvic Street. We wish them all " the
best o'luck." L/Sgt. Wright has now fully recovered from liis recent
operation, and is now on leave " pulling round."
We welcome to the Battalion Licut.Colonel L. W. Lucas, our new
Commanding Officer, aud Mrs. Lucas.
We also, with many regrets, bid farewell to Major and Mrs. L. H.
Smith, who are leaving us to join the 1st Battalion.
OLD TAWNEY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who are the students of the works of Conan Doyle ?
Can tlie C.S.M. and Sgt. B—1 enlighten us ?
And do tlie culprits wish they hadn't—?
How does Kelly like his new job ?

" B " Company.
Here we are again, at the beginning of the New Year with seventy
live per cent of the Company on leave, but we hope that those left
behind will have a Christmas equivalent to them.
Wc arc sorry to lose Cpl. Payne and L/Cpl. Kemsley, but wish them
good luck in the coming year. '

We had a stroke of bad luck in our, Hockey match against "H.Q."
"B" Group, in being defeated by the odd goal of the three, in spite of
the fact that we were without any doubt the best side.
Congratulations to L/c. Godsell and Bennett on their promotion,
and we wish them every prosperity in the future.
We must curtail our short notes and say more in the next month's
Dragon, wishing everyone a merry Christinas and a happy New Year.
G.B.C.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Has Snowball finished moaning yet ? Ask Darky !!!
Has our Glaxo Baby Boy greased his Oxford Bags yet ?
Will Richards gel his stripe and what kind will it be ? ! !

G.B.C.

" C " Company.
The majority of the Company (including our "Scribe") are at
present on Christmas Leave and as no other volunteer has come forward
it has been left to me to carry on with the good work of recording our
doings for the past month. As this is my first attempt I hope readers
will not be too harsh with their criticism.
Very little sport has taken place. We played "B" Company at
Hockey in the Harris Shield and after a really good game had to admit
defeat by the narrowest margin, i.e., 21.
In the Knockout Company Football Competition we were drawn
against "H.Q." Wing of the King's Regiment. We could only field a
depleted side aud lost 105. (Reads like a Rugby Score !)
L/Cpl. Triukwou is doing very well iu the Command Running Team
and each meeting sees him nearer tlie first man home and I am sure
that ere long he will be that man himself.
Our congratulations to Sgt. McNeir and Cpl. H. E. Baker on being
awarded tlieir First Class Certificates and also to the latter on passing
the recent examination for Sergeant.
Cpl. Wickliam lias returned to the Company after a tour of duty at
the Depot and I am sure he will soon settle down again with us.
Congratulations to our two new LanccCorporals (Acott and Spencc).
I know both will " make good " as N.C.O.'s
L/Cpl. Coadc is still in hospital, but 1 am pleased to say he is making
a good recovery.

THINGS I AM ASKED.

Did " Guardsman " Brooker refuse his rum ?

" D " Company.
During this mouth very little was done in the company as far as
sport was concerned. We managed to scrape through tlie first round
of the Command InterCompany Knockout football competition,
aud I see that we have been drawn to play against "D" Company, 2nd
K.R.R.C., rather a family affair, both being "D" Companies. How
ever, if the company play the same as before they will do well.
As far as Hockey is concerned we played "H.Q." "B" in the Harris
Shield Knockout. The first game resulted in a draw, and in the re
play we lost 20. Well done, "H.Q." Both games were very good,
both teams shewing a very sportsmanlike behaviour, and all " went
out " during tlie whole time.
We held a very interesting InterPlatoon Boxing Tournament during
the month. All the competitors put up a very good show and deserve
to be congratulated on their performance. The following are the
results :—
L/c. Good beat L/c. Pitch, Pte. Smart beat Pte. Woodcock, Pte.
Ward beat Pte. Willmoth, Pte. Kniglit beat Pte. Green, Ptc. Barr beat
Pte. Read, Pte. Gunstone beat Pte. Addy, on points ; Pte. John
stone K.O. Ptc. Hudson ; Pte. Caines beat Pte. Eagg, Pie. Jones beat
L/c. Parsons, Pte. Cooksley beat Pte. Woodgate, on points.
TOTAL POINTS.
No. 13 Platoon
... 9
No. 14 Platoon
9
No. 15 Platoon...
7
No. 16 Platoon...
...
5
In addition to this Platoon Boxing, the Battalion held an
" Onslaught." We were well represented. I shall not dwell on this
as no doubt the Battalion Correspondent has written about it. Our
thanks are given to tlie men who represented the Company.
Nearly everyone is away on leave now, and a general Christmas
feeling is in the air. I may mention that the Company Correspondent
is away on leave ; it is marvellous, the way they always manage to
disappear when notes are due, anyone would think that it is an R.S.M.'s
parade.
The Christmas feeling was prevailing iu the last Section Leaders'
Course when one of our Company N.C.O.'s wrote about a " sufficient "
soldier, although it was rather unkind of the examiner to refer him to
a wellknown man of "B" Company, and class him as a " sufficient"
soldier because he has usually had enough. But—I wonder ?
I am afraid I must apologise if these notes are not interesting, but
it is a long while since I wrote notes for The Dragon and oue gets out of
practice.
Before I close we must welcome our new C.O. and may he enjoy his
lour of command with this Battalion.
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TEAM.

Sgt. T. L. Fletcher, Private E. Nolan, Pte. ./. Pugh, Pte. W. McBride, L/Cpl. Kemp.
Pte. H. Cowley,
Pte. A. Johnson.
Pte. S. Mills,
Pte. T. Ray.
J >Y tlie time these
I ) lines appear in
print, Christmas will have
come
and
gone. The
thoughts of all are turned
to leave at home and it
seems
that
a
large
proportion of those serving
at the Depot will have
their hopes fulfilled. For
those who are less fortunate
and have to remain behind,
we can guarantee a very
cheerful time.
Before continuing these
notes we must offer the
Commanding Officer our
sincerest sympathy in the
sad loss that he has
recently suffered in the death of his father.
We welcome to Canterbury the Ret. Matthew
Tobias who has come to take over the Rev.
Guinness' duties. He is at present living in the Mess,
butjhopes to be settled into his quarters early in the
New Year.

Congratulations to Captain Rice on being chosen
to box for the Army against Cambridge University at
Colchester on 27tli November; he was unfortunate
in not winning his fight, but may he have better luck
next time.
On 18th November Colonel Burns and twenty
officers of the 4th Battalion were entertained to dinner ;
we hope they enjoyed the evening as much as we did.
It is the gatherings of this nature which help to
strengthen the bond of feeling between the different
branches of the Regiment and it is hoped that this one
in particular may continue for us to look forward to
every year.
A most successful smoking concert was held in the
Prince of Wales' Institute on November 23rd, the
evening before the departure of the Blenheim Squad
for Aldershot. Sergeant Rowe is to be complimented
upon producing such excellent talent and on organizing
such a first
rate entertainment.
A competition similar to the one held on the
miniature range earlier in the year took place last
month, the Sergeants' Mess heading the list with their
"A" Team which scored 156, their "B" team tieing
with the Corporals' "A" team for second place, with
a score of 147. Private Richards of the Blenheim
Squad, since gone to join the 2nd Battalion, isjto be
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congratulated on making the highest possible score in
this competition, for which he was awarded a special
prize by the Commanding Officer.
On December 9th the football and cross country
teams paid a visit to the Queen's Own at Maidstone,
the football team, after a very good game, drawing,
1—1. The cross country team scored a very decisive
victory, for although the Queen's Own had the first
man home, he was closely followed by seven Buffs in
succession, a very fine example of packing and a result
achieved by Sergeant Ongley's great pains in training
the team. Details of these events are given elsewhere.
We must, however, congratulate Private Nolan, our
first man home, on his splendid running.
We were pleased to see Major Scarlett, who paid
us a visit from the Senior Officers' School and brought
with him Colonel Armstrong of the Canadian Forces.
Mr. Sankey, on leave from the 1st Battalion, also came
to see us just before his return to Gibraltar. Captain
Causton and Captain Marshall are at Hythe now ; it
is hoped that we may see them before they finish their
Course.
There is just time before these notes go to the
printer to mention the boxing tournament against the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, held in the
Cavalry Gymnasium on 16th November. This was
productive of some very keen fights,
which are
described in detail elsewhere and resulted in a victory
for us by three fights.
Inter-Company Cross Country Race.
DEPOT THE BUFFS V. DEPOT THE QUEEN'S OWN
(R.W. KENT REGT.).
Result :—The Buffs won by 103 points. Score :
The Buffs, 154 ; Queen's Own, 257.
Teams of 20. First 14 home in each team to count
for points.
Order of finishing of The Buffs :—
Ptes. E. Nolan (2nd) and W. Lewis (3rd) ; Sgt.
A. V. Ongley (4th) ; Ptes. F. Frost (5th), C. Felce
(6th), A. Everest (7th), A. Styles (8th), W. McBride
(11th), R. Wilson (13th), R. Cummings (14th), E.
Wilson (15th), P. E. Taylor (18th), W. Cane (23rd),
J. Spencer (25tli) and J. Newman (26th) ; L/Sgt. C.
Peett (29th) ; Ptes. W. Carr (30tli), PI. Pye (32nd)
and C. Ward (33rd) ; Cpl. J. Clinker (36th).
BOXING.
D e p o t T h e B u f f s v. D e p o t T h e Q u e e n ' s O w n R o y a l
West Kent Regiment.
Our annual Boxing match with the Queen's Own
Depot took place at Canterbury on December 16th,
1926.
The team consisted of seven a side aud was
composed of one Bantam weight, two Feathers, two
Lights, one ten stone and one Welter weight.
As usual in these contests the fighting
was very
keen and not a second was lost in any fight, by what
one might call " fancy work."
The Buffs won the match by five events to two and
thus repeated their last year's victory.
Results.
BANTAM WEIGHT.
Pte. J. Ray (The Buffs) beat Pte. Chamberlain
(Queen's Own) on points.
This was a very even fight.
Chamberlain had the
advantage in reach, but Ray made good use of the
ring and won by a narrow margin.
FEATHER WEIGHTS.
Pte. Baker (Queen's Own) beat Pte. A. Johnson, (The
Buffs) on points.
Both showed excellent form, but Baker's greater
experience and ringcraft stood him in good stead aud
gained him a points decision. Both these men should
go a long way if they stick to the game.

Pte. S. Mills (The Buffs) k.o. Pte. Longhurst (Queen's
Own) in the second round.
Mills waded in from the first gong and shook his
opponent with rights and lefts to head and body.
Longhurst was unable to keep him away and was
knocked out midway through the second round.
LIGHT WEIGHTS.
Pte. Hilderley (Queen's Own) beat Pte. W. McBride
(The Buffs) on points.
Hilderley knew too much for his opponent and
scored well with his left. McBride fought back very
pluckilv, but was down on points at the end.
Pte. H. Cowley (The Buffs) beat Pte. Rice (Queen's
Own) on points.
A very close affair which necessitated a casting
vote by the referee. Cowley was the more agressive
of the two and this possibly just turned the scales in
his favour.
INTERMEDIATE WEIGHT.
Pte. E. Nolan (The Buffs) beat Pte. Aveling (Queen's
Own) on points.
Nolan wasted not a second throughout and never
left his man for a moment. Aveling attempted to
settle down and box his man, but Nolan's worrying
methods were too much for him.
WEITER WEIGHTS.
Pte. J. Pugh (The Buffs) k.o. Pte. Jameson (Queen's
Own) in the second round.
Jameson was the better boxer, but Pugh's " South
paw " stance seemed to worry him. Pugh's strength
and ability to take punishment enabled him to wade
iu, midway through the second round, and finish
off
a rapidly weakening opponent.

Sergeants' Mess.
This year's competition for the Sergeants' Mess Shooting Cup was
held on 15th November. Tlie Spoon Shoot for September and October
was also coupled with this event and three additional prizes were also
allotted in connection with the Shooting Cup Competition.
The practices set were :—(1) Grouping; (2) Rapid, 10 rounds;
(3) Application, 5 rounds; (4) Application, 5 rounds; (5) Rapid,
Kneeling, 5 rounds ; (6) Snapshooting, Kneeling, 5 rounds.
Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M., proved to be the winner of the Shooting Cup
and first prize, whilst L/Sgt. Maplesden took 2nd prize and C.S.M.
Jones, 3rd prize. Tlie Silver Spoon also went to Sgt. Ongley,
D.C.M., Sgt. Martin being runncrnp. C.Q.M.S. Coaster took the
Wooden Spoon for September and L/Sgt. Bromley took it for October.
On the evening of 16th November, we assembled to do justice to
a Cork Club Supper, followed by a Smoker, to bid farewell to Cr.Sgt.
Edwards on being discharged to pension. Twentyeight members
duly enjoyed a sumptuous repast skilfully prepared under the expert
supervision of our energetic Sgt.Cook. The various Toasts were
duly honoured. in real style, and all those who were not already
members of the Mustard Club joined it forthwith on the spot.
After supper we transferred our attention to the anteroom for the
" Smoker," to which the ladies aud our numerous other friends had
been invited. The officers and their wives also honoured us with their
presence and altogether there was a very full house.
Again Sgt.Cook Rowe was to the fore in organizing the very
enjoyable programme, which we all so thoroughly appreciated. We
gratefully thank the following artists who so willingly helped to make
the evening the success it was :—
Mrs. Batcman, Mrs. Channer, Mr. Danton, Mr. Taylor, Mr.
Barrow, Sgt. Manders, Sgt. Bright, Cpl. Edge, Mr. Barrows, Mr.
Patterson, Mr. Records.
Without doubt these talented entertainers could have kept the
programme going until the following night, but unfortunately a halt
had to be called at midnight, although the "Old Brown Jug" was
still game.
'
...
The various toasts during the evening were duly rendered with
musical honours.
In presenting a parting gift to Cr.Sgt. Edwards, from the members
of the Sergeants' Mess, the Commanding Officer very thoughtfully
referred to the fact that " Nipsy" was originally iu the Middlesex
Regiment, before being compulsorilv transferred to The Buffs, and
also how the 2nd Battalion The Buffs and the 3rd Battalion Middlesex
Regiment had been so closely connected in various parts of the empire
during the years 1906 to 1918. We therefore professed to know
something about that Battalion of the famous ' Die Hards." Never
theless, Cr.Sgt. Edwards had shewn himself to be a rea1 Buff as well
as a true " Die Hard."
The cheery countenance of Cr.Sgt. Edwards will be greatly missed
by his brotlie'r members of tlie mess, but all the same we sincerely hope
that whatever occupation he takes up in civilian life, may tlie best of
luck be with him.
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Hearty congratulations to Sgt. Shorter on his appointment
to O.R.S., vice Cr.Sgt. Edwards. What with intensive recruiting for
the 3rd Foot, and also plenty of T.X. details to deal with, lie
is certainly getting a busy introduction to his new job.
Sgt.Cook Rowe is to be congratulated on being awarded the first
prize (Silver Medal and Diploma) in the Advanced Cookery
Competition for Army Cooks held at Olvmpia on 12th November.
There is little doubt but that he is a real master of his job, and as these
notes are being scribbled off he is busy " pugging" up an Aldershot
Oven—as well as the other homemade ovens—which have had to he
called into service on account of the only cookhouse we possess being
at present in the hands of tlie R.E. for extensive repair. And it is
freezing too 1 However, the cooks will return to their old home before
Christmas.
On the 17tli November the Officers and Privates played the
Sergeants and Corporals at Football. The weather was anything but
kind, for it rained during almost the whole of the match, and
Canterbury mud found its mark more than once. The result went
against us to the extent of 7—1, hut it was a great game and through
C.S.M. Jones' clever work in goal lie has found himself installed as the
goalie of the Depot Team.
In a Shooting Competition held on the Solaue Range between
fourteen teams on the 22nd November, the Sergeants' Mess, "A"
Team (Sgts. Ongley, D.C.M., Rowe, Maplesden and Larkin) took the
first prize, whilst the Sergeants' Mess. "B" Team (R.S.M. Potter,
R.Q.M.S. lugs, C.S.M. Jones and Sgt. Emery) obtained the second
prize. Such results are indeed very pleasing.
Tlie following were the prizewinners at the Whist Drive held on
30th November :—
Ladies 1st:
Miss Corncy
,, 2nd :
Mrs. Ings
„ last :
Mrs. Westgate
Gents. 1st :
Mrs. Coppin
„ 2nd:
Mr. Martin
„ last:
Sgt. Martin
Lucky Prize (Guests)
Mrs. Powell
,,
,, (Members)
Mrs. Sandy
Special prize for Lady playing as Gent
Mrs. Porter
We welcome Sgt. Crowne from the 1st Battalion on being posted
here for a tour of duty, and also wish C.S.M. Terry and
C.Q.M.S. Dixon, both of whom recently arrived from Gibraltar, for
discharge to pension, the best of luck in civilian life. It is
very pleasing to be able to add that both have been successful
in securing employment.
We all join in wishing our comrades serving iu the 1st Battalion
a very pleasant journey to India, and may their sporting capabilities
that won so many valuable prizes (all the Cups—vide Sgt. Crowne)
in Gibraltar still bring further laurels to the Battalion when in India.
Doubtless Kliair Mohammed, the Canteen Contractor, will, as usual,
be on the quay at Bombay to meet the Battalion, for I am sure he
rightly prides himself in being able to name The Buffs among his long
list of clients.

Corporals' Mess.
The result of the Spoon Shoot for October and November is as
follows :—
'
WINNER OF SILVER SPOON :—October : Cpl. Wickham : November
Cpl. Clinker.
WINNER OF WOODEN SPOON :—October : L/Cpl. Kemp : November:
L/Cpl. Pike.
A Shoot between Officers. N.C.O.'s and Trained Men was held on
the Miniature Range. The Corporals' Team secured third place.
Our Whist Drives are flourishing and it is a good sign that there
is difficulty in moving from one table to another.
We extend a hearty welcome to Cpl. Pain, L/Cpl. Kemsley and
I,/Cpl. Pitch who have joined us from Aldershot.
Cpl. Wickham to our great regret, lias left us. and we wish him the
best of luck at Aldershot. We are all looking forward to Christmas
and we hope that those who expect leave will gel it.
Our best wishes to evervone for 1927.
L.C.C.

Trained Men's Notes.
The Depot has had a full month of sport this November in tlie way
of competitions and as usual, the Trained Men have had a look in at
each event. First there was tlie shooting off for the Eaton Cup.
That was won by a team of Trained Men, namely " Jock,"
"Douggie," " Ken
and Laming, the Sergeants coming second and
third respectively.
Then a run at Maidstone against The West Kents saw a good few
of the runners Trained Men and after a good effort, the Depot won ;
we also played footer with them, but after a hard fight
could
only draw.
g
Another dance was held last month and like the former one. was
a jolly success. Smudger Jack and his trio were in good form (round
tlie bar !)

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Was everybody satisfied with Claude's share in tlie sweep ?
Is Bob thinking of getting married ?
What did Jock think of the Trained Men's Shoot ?
And who ought to have got first prize ?
" YANK'"

The
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Battalion.

rpHE
month of December
_1_
has for the most part
been devoted to various local
functions
and
prizegivings.
Drills have, of course, continued
meanwhile and a certain number
of recruits have joined us. We
are slightly below establishment
and must recruit energetically
up to strength again as quickly
as possible, so as to keep up our
last year's record.
In "A" Company festivities
have been attended at Margate
on December 16tli, the Sandwich
Cadets on December 14th and
Ramsgate are to have their
function
on
tlie
21st. The
Margate show was a great success
under the able chairmanship of
Lieut. Warner. There was a large gathering of
interested supporters and the detachment attended
in full force. We were sorry to note the absence of
Captain Witts—in London, we are told, on leave. We
were fortunate in having the prizes presented by Her
Worship the Mayor of Margate, Mrs. Hatfeild. She
was most gracious and made a charming speech. Some
large number of prizes were distributed in cash or in
kind for Drills, Musketry and the like, which testifies
to the generosity of their donors, the residents and
tradesmen of the town. The C.O. attended, as also
did Colonels Dunstaii, Skee and others. Proceedings,
which began with a concert, ended with dancing and
so ended a most enjoyable evening.
The C.O. aud Adjutant at the invitation of Capt.
W. C. Collins attended a very jolly evening with the
Sandwich Cadets on the 14th. These young men,
who are affiliated to the Regiment are, we hope, all
prospective recruits. The Buffs' Cup was given to the
most efficient cadet and the evening was spent in lusty
singing. The talent shewn by some of these youngsters
in solo performances was remarkable.
We have not much further news of "A" Company
to report except to congratulate them on the splendid
performance put up by tliem during the Prince of
Wales' visit to Thanet last month. Some two hundred
men had a long and tiring day and can be compared
in their keenness and steadiness on parade to Regular
Troops. The Marquis Camden especially congratulated
the Company on its performance, while H.R.H. is
reputed to have said it was " a very good show !"
We lined the new parade at Ramsgate and formed
the Guard of Honour at Margate and escorted the
Prince to the station on his departure. All officers
were presented to him and the men were entertained
to luncheon and tea by the two towns. The men were
a real credit to the Regiment, both in Drill and turn
out and on their splendid attendance.
"B" Company have been very busy too. The
Canterbury Prizegiving took place on December 8th.
The function was a great credit to the keuness aud
organising ability of 2/Lt. Mount. Many prominent
citizens, including His Worship the Mayor, honoured
us by. attending.
A large number of prizes were
distributed, which had been subscribed for by local
residents and tradesmen. Musical items were extremly
good and a very enjoyable evening was spent. The
same detachment had a small private dinner at the
Foresters' Hall on December 16tli. This too, we learn
was a great success.
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The Littlebourne detachment had their prizegiving
on December 11th, in some respects unfortunately on
the same evening as "C" Company. Under the
auspices of the Littlebourne British Legion, which has
done so much for us, there was a record gathering.
Here again, owing to the kindness of local residents
there was a large prize list, including a Challenge Cup
presented by the Legion for which we are very grateful.
It is hoped that a new Drill Hall will be built in the
near future to accommodate this growing detachment
Chartliam detachment functioned on December
4tli. Here 2/Lieut. Parish also assisted by the British
Legion and Capt. Cremer, organised a similar evening.
We have been extremely fortunate this year to have
obtained so many valuable prizes, which were as
lavishly distributed here as elsewhere. This little
detachment has made a splendid flying start but, as
always, can do with a few more men of the right sort.
The final prize distribution in "B" Company was
at Sittingbourne on December 18tli. This was one of
the cheeriest shows of the year and was very largely
attended. The Local detachment turned up in full
force and had representatives from all their other
detachments as well, while there were visitors from
the three other Companies in addition. We were
particularly glad on this occasion to see two exP.S.
Instructors, C.Q.M.S. Taylor and Sgt. Bennett. The
latter, we are delighted to hear, has got an excellent
job at the Sandwich Golf Links, largely through the
interest and kindness of Captain Collins, and is to join
us now as a Territorial and lend us a hand again. A
remarkable display of prizes was distributed by the
C.O. Not the least amusing incident of the evening
was the presentation to C.S.M. Wood of a miniature
replica of a round of beef won by him for shooting !
There were many excellent speeches and a well chosen
programme of music and the evening ended with much
good fellowship.
On this occasion the Harris (General Efficiency)
and Leon Addutt (Recruiting) Shields were presented
to this Company. The latter was won with a record
number of 98 recruits enlisting in the Company in the
year.
The ' J ames' Cup (Musketry) has been won by
"D" Company and will be presented on some future
occasion.
"C" Company too, bad a remarkable show at the
Drill Hall, Cranbrook, on December lltli. The evening
comprised a concert at 8 p.m., presentation of prizes
at 9.30 followed by dancing. This prizegiving was in
some respects different to others that we have attended
in the sense that it was also a Ladies' night and special
appeals were made to them to use their influence
towards swelling our ranks. There was a large
attendance of prominent visitors, not tlie least among
them being five members of the Artists' Rifles, who
honoured us on this occasion. They came down from
London at the invitation of Mr. Hewitt, an artist
himself, whose transfer to this Battalion is, incidentally,
taking an incredibly long time.
Many beautiful prizes were distributed, but this
Company, setting a precedent which would appear
a very sound one, had Platoon nights at their various
outstations prior to the Company gathering above
referred to.
Advantage was taken of this occasion to bid official
farewell to Capt. C. A. Winch on leaving the active
list. Capt. Winch, who we hope will continue to reside
at Cranbrook for many years, has promised to assist
the Company whenever he can.
" D" Company have not as yet launched forth into
their yearend festivities. It is understood that tfiey
are meditating a Company Dinner, or something of
the sort, to take place early in the New Year. We

believe, however, that the Machine Gun Platoon have
already had a little social function on their own. The
Company is thoroughly active and busily engaged in
Drills, Miniature Range Shoots and the like.
2/Lt. Ricards has taken over the Transport section.
Drummers, Machine Gunners and Signallers are all
going strong, though we regret to hear that Sgt. Ansell
(the Signal Sgt.) is not at all well, and may have to
undergo an operation.
Folkestone are keeping up their numbers and doing
well and we hope that it may be possible in the near
future to improve their heating, lighting and social
amenities at this Drill Hall.
We thus close a year that is, in some respects,
memorable. January is upon us and we must settle
down to serious work again, both with regard to
recruiting, as well as to training for—we hope—an
early camp. Dame Rumour is wild and unreliable,
so we will not venture to predict so early, either the
date or venue.
W.H.D.
" A " Company,
MARGATE DETACHMENT.

It was a red letter day for Margate on November 24th, when we
formed part of the Guard of Honour to H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.
We realise it was a great honour conferred on the Regiment of which
we are all proud to form a part. As far as Margate was concerned
the arrangements with the Corporation were made by our Local Officer
and everything went off without a hitch. All ranks are to be
congratulated on the numbers that turned out and their smart
appearance on Parade, which was commented on by not a few.
In addition to forming the Guard of Honour, we lined the approach
to the Pavilion for H.R.H. to drive through and afterwards lined a
part of the route from the Clock Tower to the Station, as His Royal
Highness returned by the 5.30 p.m. train to London.
The officers and their ladies were invited to the tea aud reception
at the Pavilion and Winter Gardens, where the officers had the honour
of being presented to the Prince.
Tlie N.C.O.'s and Men were afterwards entertained to an excellent
tea, this being carried out by the wellknown firm of Messrs. E. T.
Fasliam, Ltd., Margate.
We are at present busily engaged in preparation for our prize
distribution on tlie 16tli. Her Worship The Mayor of Margate has
graciously promised to present tlie prizes.
It is with great pleasure we have to report that our Commanding
Officer, Col. E. B. Burns, has promised to be with us. We are all
looking forward to a jolly evening.
Our Football Team is still going strong. We have won the last
three League Matches and there seems an indication of us being at
the top of the League. Well done, Margate 1
G. R. WARNER, Lieut.

" B " Company.
SITTINGBOURNE AND WHITSTABLE DETACHMENTS.

I am ratiier afraid my notes for January are short, but that does
not necessarily mean that we are not doing anything; the " Busy
Bee " is never still. We are preparing for our annual prize distribution
which takes place on Saturday, the 18tli. With our happy band of
willing helpers, no stone will be left unturned to make it a success.
It is always our ambition to beat all previous records and so,
Mr. Edtior, I hope to be able to give you a good report and plenty of
notes for February.
We all congratulate L/Sgt. Croucher of Whitstable Detachment and
Cpl. Davis and Lepper of Sittingbourne Departments on their recent
promotions. We arc sure that all ranks will give them their best
possible support and that lliey will earn out their duties to the letter.
It is pleasing to note the change for tlie better that has occurred in our
Whitstable Detachment. All ranks have now put their shoulders to
the wheel and we are looking forward to an increase in their strength.
In connection with the visit of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales to
Ramsgate and Margate on the 24th November, "A" and "B" boys
supplied a Guard of Honour. Great credit is due to all those N.C.O.'s
and Men who were present on this parade. It is worthy to note that
Sittingbourne supplied twentysix N.C.O.'s and Men and Whitstable
five. No doubt a full account of this parade will appear elsewhere.
In connection with our prize distribution and to encourage
recruiting our Detachment Cups and Trophies have been on show in
a window kindly lent by Messrs. Parrett, Editors and publishers of
" The East Kent Gazette." This is the first time this step has been
tak^n and we hope that it will be tlie means of encouraging young
men to join our liappy band. A photo is to be taken which
will appear in our local paper and it is hoped that we shall be able to
have one in " The Dragon."
The monthly miniature range spoon shoots have taken place for
November and December and we congratulate Sgt. Watson on being
the winner of the silver spoon for November and L/Cpl. Burnett for
December, with scores of 31 and 26 respectively. The winners of the
wooden spoon were Ptes. Port and Cooper, but we hope they will be
lucky enough to be a winner of the silver spoon next time.
" THE VERY BUSY BEE."
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H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, inspecting Guard of Honour 4th Battalion The Buffs.

[Photo by Sunbeam Photo, Ltd., Margate.

CANTERBURY AND CHARTHAM DETACHMENTS.
The first Annual Dinner of the above detachments was held at the
Foresters' Hall 011 Thursday, Kith December. 2/Lieut. G. II. Mount
was in the chair, supported by 2/Et. E. G. Parish. With the exception
of a few unavoidable absentees, the whole platoon was " 011 parade"
to enjoy a first class dinner (under the arrangements of Mr. Long,
Savoy Cafe) aud a Smoking Concert. Although 110 set programme
was arranged, the surprise of the evening was the amount of talent
that had been laying " Doggo," presumably resting their vocal chords
for this event. Tlie " Stars " of the evening were Cpl. Wyborn, Ptes.
Saffrey, Day and R. Roberts. The latter in his rendering of " The
Village Pump" kept us in fits of laughter.
It was pleasing to see such a good number of our friends
(The Gunner Sergeants) present, which goes to show the good feeling
that exists between the two units. Our old P.S. Instructor of "B"
Coy., (C.Q.M.S. Tom Taylor) being 011 leave in Canterbury, was warned
to present his body at the Dinner and lie did so at 7.15 punctual.
At 10.30 p.m. this most enjoyable evening was brought to a close,
all hands voting it the finest show they had attended, several enquiring
from (Dabber) 011 tlieir way out, tlie date of the next Annual Dinner.
LITTLEBOURNE DETACHMENT.
The annual concert and prize distribution in connection with the
Littlebourne Detachment of "B" Company, 4th Battalion, The Buffs,
was held at the Anchor, Littlebourne, 011 Saturday evening. Lieut.
R. S. Poile was in the chair, supported by Major B. Collard, Captain
D. J. Dean, V.C., Lieut. G. II. Mount, Captain Q. M. Keeler, Captain
E. Baker, Colonel Baynes, Mr. II. Maekeson, Mr. II. Mount, Dr. E. B.
Mercer, Dr. Macllwaine and others.
After the chairman had proposed " The King," Capt. E. Baker
rose to propose " The Detachment." In fitting words he recalled the
meeting held in tlie early part of the year by the British Legion, which
was the initiative of tlie present detachment. He was very pleased,
indeed, to hear that the detachment numbered fortysix and lie hoped
that in the near future it would increase, so that Littlebourne would
have a company of its own.
Lieut. R. S. Poile, replying, said : " I am afraid that we picked
rather an unfortunate day for our first wnoking concert and prize
distribution, judging by tlie numbers of letters of regret we have
received, but to those who are able to be present we tender the
heartiest welcome. But, had it not been for the most generous

support and cooperation of the local tradesmen and residents of the
district to whom we tender our sincerest thanks, it would have been
impossible to have held the prize distribution. The Littlebourne
Branch of the British Legion have this year presented us with
a challenge cup to be awarded for musketry 011 the open range, thereby
further cementing the fellowship between the two units. The detach
ment, though still in its infancy, has done very well this year, no fewer
than 011c N.C.O. and fifteen men were included in the platoon picked
to represent "B" Company in tlie Harris Shield Drill Competition and
twentyfive N.C.O.'s and men also helped to form tlie guard of honour
on the occasion of the visit of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales to Thanet,
011 November 24tb, and the thanks of the detachment are due to the
employers who facilitated their going. We held the first recruiting
meeting on January 27th, when roughly, twenty men were enlisted.
Since then our numbers have been steadily growing until we now arc
the strongest detachment iu the Company, numbering fortyfive
N.C.O.'s and Men, and with, it is whispered, every prospect of a new
drill liall, our numbers will, I liopc, be doubled. No words of mine
are needed to introduce Colonel Baynes to you. I was overjoyed
when he promised to present the prizes, especially as he is at the head
of the local branch of the British Legion, to whose interest the success
of the first recruiting meeting was largely due. I hope we shall still
continue to command that interest, aud that the two units will
continue working together."
Colonel Baynes, before presenting the prizes, said how pleased he
was to have the honour of distributing the prizes that evening as he
was not only President of the local branch of the British Legion, but
was connected with the Buffs, having commanded a company of the
Mounted Infantry, The Buffs, in the South African war.
The recipients of prizes were :—
OPEN RANGE COMPETITION.—1, Pte. R. Coleman; 2, Pte.
J. Pollard ; 3, Cpl. Holman.
SNAP SHOOTING AND RAPID.— 1, Pte. J. Pollard ; 2, Cpl. Holman ;
3, Pte. Norris ; 4, Pte. Holness.
AGGREGATE (British Legion cup).—1, Pte. J. Pollard (the cup);
2, Cpl. Holman ; 3, Pte. Sheather ; 4, Pte. R. Coleman.
MINIATURE RANGE COMPETITION.—1, Cpl. Colman ; 2, L/Cpl. Iloare;
3, L/Cpl. O. Masters.
ATTENDANCE AT DRILL (trained men).—1, Cpl. Holman, 74 ; 2,
Pte. Coombes 63 ; 3, L/Cpl. Hadlow 61 ; 4, Pte. Cadinan 60 ; 5, Pte.
Addley 59 ; 6, Pte. Bennett 58; 7, Pte. Raines 57 ; 8, Pte. Wraiglit 55.
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ATTENDANCE AT DRILL (recruits).—1, Pte. R. Matcham 45 ; 2, Pte.
Rogers 43 ; 3, Pte. R. Coleman 42 : 4, Pte. Arnold 42 ; 5, Pte. Pay 41 ;
6 Pte. Sheather 41 ; 7, Pte. D. Matcham 41.
FIELD SERVICE MARCHING ORDER COMPETITION.— 1, Pte. Bennett;
2, Pte. Reynolds ; 3, Pte. Wood ; 4, L/Cpl. Hadlow.
KIT INSPECTION (trained men).—1, Ptc. R. Masters; 2, I,/Cpl.
Hadlow ; 3, Pte. Raines ; 4, Pte. Reynolds 5, Pte. Sheather ; 6, Pte.
Addley.
KIT INSPECTION (recruits).—1, Pte. A. E. Hadlow; 2, Ptc. Wood;
3, Ptc. Rogers.
C.S.M. Jones was the recipient of a special prize.
Subsequently Major B. Collard alluded to the unfortunate absence
of the Commanding Officer, Colonel E. B. Burns, and the Adjutant,
Captain B. E. HammondDavies, who were at Cranbrook attending
a similar function, but he was pleased to see with them that evening
Captain Q. M. Keeler. He remarked that it was it pleasure to be with
them that evening. He was always pleased to visit Littlebourne.
He could see many old faces before him in the room, many who served
in the Territorials before and in the war, and it was gratifying to see
such a strong detachment of "B" Company in Littlebourne. There
was still room for a few more recruits. The Battalion was not quite
at full strength. lie was quite sure that those who joined would never
regret it.

" C " Company.
The spirit of Christmas and its Territorial complement, the
payment of bounties, lias largely influenced our activities during the
last month. Each Platoon had a separate Bounty Parade which was
made the occasion for an inspection by the O.C. Company and also
for the issuing of ' 5tli Buffs' shoulder numerals to every member of
the Company. This privilege has recently been granted as an outward
and visible sign that this Company is the present representative of tlie
late 5th Battalion—a distinction highly treasured by all ranks.
A few recruits have joined during the month and several more are
definitely promised after Christinas. Fortnightly Whist Drives are
being held at the Drill Hall, Cranbrook and are proving very popular.
The Company ' Bounty Night' was held at Cranbrook on December
11 tli and took the form of a concert, followed by tlie presentation of
the Cups and Prizes by the Commanding Officer, which was again
followed by a dance. The following account of the evening is taken
from " The Kentish Express " ;—

CRANBROOK PRIZE DISTRIBUTION.
There was a large gathering at the Drill Hall, Cranbrook,
on Saturday, the occasion being the annual presentation of prizes,
social concert and a dance of the "C" (Weald) Company, 4tli Buffs.
The hall was decorated with taste and effect by Sgt.Instructor Dennis
and the regimental colours figured iu lloral and paper designs, while
as the officers and guests arrived a gramophone record ran off the
lively strains of tlie Regimental March. The chair was taken by
Capt. A. E. Loyd Ilardcastle (the new O.C. of the Company), who was
supported by Lt.Col. Burns. (Commanding 4tli Battalion, Buffs).
Colonel J. Munn Mace, Colonel J. Body, ExBrigade SurgeonColonel
T. Joyce, Colonel W. C. Horsley, Captain and Adjutant Hammond
Davies, Capt. Hewett, Capt. C. A. Winch, Major J. S. Robson (Mayor
of Tenterden), Major E. Clarke, Captain Bacon, Major R. Alexander,
Lieut. II. Alexander, R.S.M. Verlander and others.
Captain Loyd Ilardcastle, in liis introductory remarks, said lie was
very glad that they had their Commanding Officer with them that
evening, and tliey were also particularly fortunate in having present
two old Commanding Officers of the 5th Buffs, Colonel Munn Mace
and Colonel Body, also Colonel Horsley, Honorary C.O. of that
distinguished regiment, the Artists' Rifles, and further with being able
to welcome several other members of the Artist Rifles who had come
down from London to be with them oil that occasion. He was also
very glad to see Colonel Joyce, who always made it a practice
to attend those functions, and he hoped he would long continue to do
so. He read letters regretting inability to lie present from Capt.
Dean, V.C., Captain Witts, Captain T. B. Cheesinan, Colonel Wood
Martyu, Rev. H. T. C. Swingler and Capt. Keeler. He would, lie said,
like to quote a paragraph from Captain Keeler's letter, which
he thought, was a very nice sentiment. It was " I hope the present
Weald Company will have a good time on Saturday, and may I, as an
old Buff, say that your young soldiers should try to follow in tlie foot
steps of that splendid old Battalion, the 5th Buffs." That, said
Captain Ilardcastle, was what they were trying to do. Then followed
the concert which was very much enjoyed by all.
Colonel Burns, in addressing the assembly prior to presenting the
prizes, said the past year had been rather a memorial one in
the Battalion. For the first time in its history it had reached its
establishment strength—636. Owing to a few having finished, they
were not, however, quite up to strength at the present time,
and wanted a few more young men to join. The Company had had
a very prosperous year and fully maintained its strength and training.
As tliey knew. Capt. Winch was retiring at the end of the present year.
He could not find words to express to Captain Winch their thanks for
all lie had done. He handed over his Company as a very live and
going concern to Capt. Ilardcastle. They were extremely lucky in
having an old 5th Buffs' officer to take over that Company at that very
important period of its history. Another very important tiling was that
Capt. Hewett, of tlie Artists' Rifles, had joined them. With these new
officers and with Mr. Moss and Mr. Collins, of the old corps, he thought
the Company was well served and on the road to success. This, how
ever, did not lie entirely with the officers, and he thought lie could say
there was no Company iu the Battalion that had a more efficient lo'l
of N.C.O.'s. The men themselves were a fine lot of fellows and second
to none, while on the permanent staff they had Sgt.Instructor Dennis
and Sgt. Ryle, who carried on tlieir duties in a most efficient manner.
Colonel Burns then proceeded to present the prizes as follows :—

Elliott cup (musketry)—1, Sgt. Beale, 107 (winner ofJtheTcup for
W. Nash,, 106 . Recruits' cup—1,
Pte. J.
fourr years);
years) , 2,, C.Q.M.S'.
_
_
Beeslee, 99 ; 2, Pte. S. Humphreys, 80. Lewis gun cup—1, Pte. A.
Ralph, 53; 2, Cpl. W. Neve, 51. Best shot in Platoons—No.
9 Platoon (1, C.Q.M.S. W. Nash, 106; 2, Sgt. W. Cooper, 100); No.
10 Platoon (1, Sgt. J. R. Beale, 107 ; 2, Cpl. E Dilton, 84) ; No. 11
Platoon (1, Pte. S. Rofe, 99 ; 2, Cpl. F. Obbard, 92) ; No. 12 Platoon
(1, T Beeslee, 99 ; 2, Sgt. A. Vousden, 97). Battle practise cup—
Cpl. Nash, and Section (Ptes. Beeslee, Bird, Wilson, Tcndall,
Humphries and Hook). Cup for best average of five lowest scores—
No. 12 Platoon, 60 8. Best shooting Platoon cup—No. 10 Platoon
(Sgt. Beal), average 79' I. The averages of the other Platoons were ;
No. 9, Sgt. Cooper, 76'7 ; No. 12, Sgt. Vousden, 72'15 ; No. 11, Sgt.
Fuller, 6610).
Captain I,oyd Hardcastle thanked Colonel Bums for presenting
the prizes and said how very much they all appreciated seeing such
a large anil representative gathering that evening. The Territorials
were now the second line of the army and it was highly important
that not only should they be kept up to strength, but that they should
be made as efficient as possible. Employers of labour could be of the
greatest help to them and they were. Colonel Burns had spoken to
them about Captain Winch. lie could speak from another angle.
He could not imagine a company left in a more efficient state in every
way than in which lie had taken it over from Captain Winch. There
had been absolutely no bother whatever. He would also like to say
a few words about Captain Hewett. What the Artist Rifles had lost
he felt that they had gained. Captain Hewett was an extraordinarily
. good soldier. He desired to thank the donors of prizes. There had
been a most generous response by tradesmen and others. They
greatly appreciated this and it was the very greatest possible
encouragement when they got such support.
Captain Winch said he should like to thank Colonel Burns and
Captain Hardcastle for the very kind words they had said regarding
him. He could only assure them that he would do his best to help
them. He could luind over with pleasure, because he knew Captain
Hardcastle was taking over the very best men in every way. He had
served as a sub. under Captain Hardcastle and he assured the company
that in Captain Hardcastle they had the very best and lie was sure
they would back him up as they had done him. Colonel Munn Mace, in
speaking for the visitors, said there was a time when he should strongly
have resented being classed as a visitor, although he had not been in
that hall since the time when General Townsend, the hero of Kut,
came and opened it. General Townsend was associated with them ;
therefore they had to keep up that tradition. Referring to the
amalgamation of the 5th Buffs he said he still thought, economy or
not, that it was an error to do away with such a splendid battalion.
A most enjoyable dance followed, the music for which was supplied
by the A Tempo Band.
Major Robson has most generously offered to present a cup for the
most efficient man in the Tenterden Detachment.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did Slasher capture the German Army on the night attack, and
did his chest expand several inches when he captured the L—G. ?
Who was tlie little man who said he ' saw red' when ordered to
charge ? Was his name Fishy ?
Is Apps giving Charleston lessons this winter, and is he the only
expert iu the town ?
Did Beeslee see the girl safely home after the ' Poppy' Dance ?
When is Dann getting married ?
Did Sgt. Cooper's Army beat a retreat and was tlie Sgt.
captured by the Platoon Mascot Fishy ?
Did a certain Platoon Officer like the ' Paul Jones' and when he
said ' This is tlie one I like, did lie mean tlie girl or the Dance ?
Are the twins Fishy and Nippy still looking for that 'dud'
shilling ?
OVERHEARD AT THE ' POPPY ' DANCE :—
Fair young thing  " Do the Sergeants wear saslies because
they are members of the Town Fire Brigade ?"

" D " Company.
A most promising omen towards the Winter Training of the
Company is tlie excellent support given by members of tjic Company
to social events which have been held at the Drill Ilall during the past
month. Two Silver Spoon Shoots have been held, the winners being :
22nd November ; Drummer Bliss, 27 (possible 28) ; 6th November :
Cpl. Gilligan, 26 (possible 28).
On Friday, 3rd December, the Company had the pleasure of
entertaining members of tlie South Railway Eastern Divisional Head
quarters Staff to a Recreational evening. The results were as follows :
Miniature Range "D" Company, 170 points. S.R.E. Div. H.Q. 131
Billiards
do.
6 games
do.
5
Snooker
do.
2 games
do.
0
Darts
do.
8 games
do.
4
Whist
do.
1 game
do.
3
Cribbage
do.
0 game
do.
1
On Tuesday, 7th December, the following members of the Company
represented "D" Company at a Miniature Range Shooting Competition
held at the Royal Engineers' Drill Ilall, Dover :— Lieut. J. Sherwood
(Team Captain^ C.S.M. Coucliinan, Sgt. Maskell, Cpl. Gilligan, Dmr.
Bliss and Dmr. F. Pascall.
The Targets used were No. 20 Large Target (6 feet)' 500/20 vards
and the results were as follows :—
Depot Royal Marines (Deal)
114
Dover Rifle Club
99
"D" Company, 4th Battalion The Bulls (T.A.)
98
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Cinque Ports (Fortress) R.E. (T.A.)
96
Southern Railway Div., H.Q. Rifle Club
89
233rd Battery R.A. (T.A.)
87
3rd Fortress Coy., R.E. (Regular Army)
82
Dover Carlton Club Rifle Club
...
...
79
/ Dover Post Office Rifle Club
74
1168th Battery R.A. (T.A.)
74
Dover Police Rilie Club
66
The following ex4th Buffs took part in the competition :—
exC.S.M. Buckley (Post Office Rifle Club), cxR.Q.M.S. Pryor
(Carlton Rille Club), exSgt. Deal (Dover Police Rifle Club), exSgt
Mace (Dover Rifle Club) and exL/Cpl. Mempis (Dover Police Rifle
Club).
C.S.M. Couchman headed "D" Company's score with a well
grouped possible.
At the St. Andrew's night Dinner held by the East Kent Scottish
Society at the Lord Warden Hotel, Dover, after speeches, the main
topic of which seemed to be " the next war," by officers of the Royal
Navy, Royal Air Force and Regular Army, which succeeded in
" putting the windup " the company present, our Commanding
Officer, Lt.Col. E. B. Burns, replying for the Auxiliary Forces, in a
few wellchosen words. He calmed the diners' fears and gave them
an added sense of security by pointing out that whilst the civilian
population are seeking recreation from their daily tasks by attending
dances, theatres, etc., the "Terrier" is attending drills, annual
training and generally endeavouring to fit himself to take an active
part in the much talked about " Next War ! ! !"
The Company feel that this month particularly thev have many
friends to whom they would like to offer their congratulations.
In the first
place they would like to take this opportunity
of offering their congratulations to our onetime Adjutant, Major L.
Howard Smith, upon liis being appointed to command the 1st
Battalion The Buffs. We still retain many happy memories of the
great assistance he rendered the 4th Battalion during his tenure of
office and also liis ready willingness to advise us on matters both on
and off parade.
We should also like to congratulate L/Cpl. Foad of the Depot on
winning tlie George Barrett Cup for the most promising Boxing Recruit
at the Depot. We feel all the more pleased at his success in view of
the fact that Foad, during his service in this Company, made his first
appearance in the ring at'our Drill Hall. We wish him every success in
future contests and also throughout his Army career. If Boxing
matters continue as per programme, we hope to witness several
competitions here at our Drill Hall, within the next few months.
The Company would like to congratulate the following N.C.O.'s
and men upon their promotion :—
DOVER.—C.Q.M.S. Wisdom to the rank of CompauySergeant
Major.
FOLKESTONE.—LanceCorporals Ilarthill and Irvine to the rank of
Corporal.
Privates Jones, Ranson and Steptoe to the rank of LanceCorporal.
In saying how pleased we are that we have won the " James " Cup
for Musketry, may we also offer our congratulations to "B" Company
upon their wellmerited success in winning both the Harris aud
Recruiting Shields. If everything goes as per plan, we hope to give
them keener competition in 1927.
We were very pleased to make the acquaintance of our new
Transport Officer, 2/Lt. W. J. Rickards and hope to sec much of him
in tlie future.
In conclusion the Company would like to wish all Buffs, both Past
and Present, a very happy and prosperous New Year.

" D " C o m p a n y 1 s t B a t t a l i o n — Continued.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What size cap does Bill take now his P.T. Course has terminated ?
Does he classify as an instructor ?
What kind of Derby did No. 13 Platoon have last month ? (Ask
Patsy). And what is lie going to do with the £20 that he won ?
Who collects stripes and saves them in his box ? Is lie sweating
on the Orderly Sergeants' Q3.
Did Crongie's boat get lost in tlie mist coining up the Straits, and
did he want to cancel his leave ?
Where does the storemau go swimming each morning ?
How deep is the water and how much does he pay for the man to
get it in the I.G. pail ?
HEARD ON PARADE.
Officer : " Your rille is dirty in the second aud third grooves."
Soldier, tinder his breath  " \Vliich way do you start counting, Sir ? "
ROLL ON THAT BOAT. (Navasa).
by a Poet of long standing and waiting—doing nothing.
We came off Guard with right goodwill.
Thinking that our beds we'll fill.
But find ourselves on marked men's drill,
Roll on that Boat.
Marked men's drill, I beg to mention,
I'm blinking sure was no Private's invention
They take your name for inattention.
Roll on that Boat.
But for a few more days I intend to stick it.
Aud then my lads, my equipment I'll pack it
And with my bedding outside the storeroom I'll stack it
for my Boat is here.
" SEAMAN."

4391

Blinder and

Dusty,

(OUT FOR A PEW DAYS' REST).
UT of the line for a longlooked for rest brought
tlie boys into the neighbourhood of Poperinghe.
" So this is ' Pop ' is it ? The blinking 'ole they
shoves us in for a rest " spoke Dusty.
Wliiz
—Wliiz
—Crash—Phizz
—Crash—
—Bang—Crash.
" Blimey," replied Blinder. " We aint 'alf in lucks
way. I'd sooner be back in the old trenches than
mucking abawt 'ere. Any'ow, I means to send the old
post card 'ome today—if they lets me."
Yes, Blinder meant to—but was not quite sure
which of its printed hues to cross out. Again and
again he read ' I am quite well' ; I am wounded aud
in hospital ' which seemed to cause a certain amount
of doubt. Pie made several attempts to cross certain
lines, but every time the singing of an angel of mercy
coming through the air caused him to pause—duck—
listen "to the crash and exclaim "
the blinking
post card."
" Look 'ere Dusty " he yelled. " They've left
summit awt of these 'ere post cards."
" Don't talk awt the back of yer neck Blinder.
Why, they printed 'em to save yer scribbling."
" No, I aint agoing to send it 'ome. It says nuffink
abawt "I am now awt of mess." Yer see Dusty, a
bloke might leave in that line abawt 'is being quite
well and before the blooming ink is dry 'ave 'is
perishing 'ead aflying down the street."
" Don't shove the wind up the troops " answered
Dusty. " Why, I 'eard an orticer say there was fifty
fousand Russians awt 'ere an 'iding in Bologne ; of
course its a secret, Blinder, an' no one knows anyfink
abawt it, but yer can take it from me its all kill. They
came down from Scotland in a train wiv the blinds
down and crossed the pawny in submarines. They
says an old woman spoke to one in a train and asked
'iin 'is name and when he said " oppityerwretch"
shouted awt 'e was a Russian and ran up and down the
platform trying to find a copper to pinch 'em."
As night was drawing nigh, Blinder and Dusty
wended their way to see the town of Pop. Just handy
was a cosy estaminet and the pair entered therein.
" Two 'alfs of pig's ear if yer don't mind, Madam
wasell," said Blinder.
" No compree, monsieur " she replied.
" What's compree, Dusty ?" enquired Blinder.
" Well, she means what she says ; yer gets yer
beer alright, but she aint agoing to give yer any
compree. Yer see, Blinder, these 'ere pubs aint all
alike, as some they do and some they don't—quite
simple it is."
Our pals eventually got into conversation with
a Belgian Soldier and the topic turned upon past
experiences in the line, during which the Belgian stated,
the fire was so hot about Dixmude that the troops
could not wear any clothes.
" Well I'm blowed " answered Dusty. " Its the
perishing truf our orficer took abawt two dozen eggs
into the hue wiv 'em last week where we was, and the
blinking fire was so 'ot that it 'atclied all the blooming
lot before 'e 'ad time to cook one for 'is breakfast.
Yer ought to 'ave seen our old trench : it was just
like a blinking farm yard wiv chicks running abawt
wondering what 'ad 'appeued to the old 'en.
" Yus, the absolute gawds truf " interjected
Blinder, whilst the Belgian stood dumbfounded.
Near the ' Toe H ' was a shop with a sign hanging
outside ' Lingerie ' which rather got the better of our
two pals, so they walked inside to investigate. They
were shown many fine
attractive designs in pretty
Belgian lace which the young lady tried her hardest
to impose upon them in broken English.
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" It vill look a Jjvery Juice [on your English
madamoiselle "{she said to Blinder. " It is very whats
you call cheap at one hundred aud fifty francs, which
is not a very much—is it ?"
" Umph"—replied Blinder. gThen, turning to
Dusty enquired " 'Ow much is an 'undred aud fifty
francs ?"
" Well, 'old 'ard a mo " replied Dusty as he started
to scratch liis head. " I should tliiuk abawt an 'undred
and fifty francs are in Bliglity money somewhere abawt
five quid."
" Blimey ! fancy Eliza awalkiug abawt awearing
five blinking quid's worf when all I pays for a
pair of civvy strides is only seven and a tanner—and
blooming good un, too."
Further along the road they went. Presently came
the humming, throbbing, panting sound of Bosh
bombers overhead, and before tlie boys of the village
had time to go to ground there came the whirl through
the air of bombs, followed by the inevitable crash—
crash and the rumble of falling houses.
Bombs had dropped midst a company of Infantry
just coming out of the line for a rest and killed at least
half : the majority of the remainder were yelling
with the pain of terrible wounds. Our two pals at
once set to work to render help.
" Where yer 'it, mate ?" they asked of one poor
chap with half a leg blown off.
" Oh, I've just got a pucker Blighty one " came the
reply.
In the midst of the silence of tlie dead and the
groans of the dying came o'er the air the strains of
a popular refrain. The troops iu a neighbouring
estamiuet were endeavouring to smother the noise of
crashing bombs by singing at the top of their voices :—
" Another little drink, another little drink
Another little drink wouldn't do us any harm.
Another little drink, another little drink,
Another little drink wouldn't do lis any harm."
Such is the wonderful psychology of a British
Tommy. " Are we downhearted ?" tliey yell. Then
in like gusto, they answer " NO !" The next moment
someone is dead—he will shout no more.
" Poor old Sniffey. Was always on jankers wiv
me before the war : a blinking line chap, but never
mind. Yer know 'e owed me a couple of touch me's
and pay day tomorrow, but I gives 'em to 'em wiv all
me 'eart and best of luck. Come along Blinder wiv
that 'ere shovel—cover 'im up. Goodbye, Sniffey
boy—goodbye."
JE.
(Continued in March).

Some Fixtures, 1927.
Mar. 18th.
Grand Military (Sandown).
Mar. 25th.
Grand National.
Apr. 27th—28th. Buffs Golfing Society, Spring
Meeting.
June 1st.
The Derby.
June 15th.
The Dragon Club Dinner.
July 30th, j
to
| Canterbury Cricket Week.
Aug. 5th. )
Oct. 19th—20th. Buffs Golfing Society, Autumn
Meeting.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
Capt. A. G. C. Stainforth, M.C., retires, receiving a gratuity (Nov.
20th).
Capt. A. G. C. Stainforth, M.C., retired, late The Buffs, to be Capt.
(Nov. 20th), with seny., March 20th, 1925.
Lt.Col. aud Bt.Colonel J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., on appoint
ment to comd. a Bde. in India, is removed from his Rcgt. under Art.
216, Royal Warrant for Pay and Promotion, 1926 (Nov. 1st); Maj.
and Bt.Lt.Col. L W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., to be Lt.Col. (Nov. 1st).
Capt. A. B. Thomson, M.B.E., to be Maj.
The following Lt.Cols. and Bt. Cols, to be Cols. (Nov. 27th), with
seniority June 3rd, 1919
J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., late The Buffs.

The 2nd Battalion.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

26.
26.

1037656 L/c. II. Dell, "D," promoted Corporal, 17926.
6282070 L/c. II. Wilson, "H.Q.," appointed Paid L/Cpl., 17926.
6280011 L/c. T. Church, "B," appointed Paid L/Cpl., 51026.
6282150 L/c. W. Bailey, "B," promoted Cpl., 231026.
6280002 L/Cpl. S. Priest, "B," appointed Paid L/Cpl., 231026.
6282600 L/c. II. Lee, "A," appointed Paid L/Cpl., 121126.
627951t L/Sgt. J. Wass, "D," promoted Sergt., 131126.
6279670 Cpl. S. Page, "C," appointed Paid L/Sgt., 13—1126.
6282215 L/c. A. Farrell, "C," promoted Cpl., 131126.
6281789 L/Cpl. II. Viney, "H.Q.," appointed Paid L/Cpl., 131126.
6282093 L/Cpl. W. Adams, "H.Q.," promoted Cpl., 13 1126.
6282369 L/Cpl. S. Billett, "B," appointed Paid L/Cpl., 131126.
6278600 L/Cpl. F. Harper, "H.Q.." appointed Paid L/Cpl., 1311
6282376 L/Cpl. J. Sharpe, "II.O.," appointed Paid L/Cp!., 1311

6281561 L/Cpl. H. Clarke, "B," appointed Paid L/Cpl., 131126.
5820885 Pte.'W. Kin?, "H.Q.," appointed unpaid L/Cpl.. 161126.
6281543 Pte. W. Bell, "H.Q.," 1665230 Pie. W. Parsons, "D,"
6281695 Pte. L. Panther, "H.Q.," 6281739 Pte. G. Brace, "H.Q.,"
6280529 Pte. I,. Goodsell, "B," 6336948 Pte. S. Scott, "C," 5043545
Pte. G. Bennett, "15," 6282921 Pte. W. Spence, "C," 6282520 Pte.
Marriott, "A," 6283125 Pte. G. ChippSmith, "A," appointed Unpaid
LanceCorporals w.e.f. 301126.
6282393 Boy R. Lazard, "II.Q.," appointed Bandsman, 41226.
REENGAGEMENT.
6278518 L/Sgt. A. Trice, "D," reengaged for Tlie Buffs at Aldershot,
191126 for such term of service as shall complete 21 years with the
Colours. (Autliy :—O.C.2/Buffs on A.F.B. 136 d/ 191126.
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.
6278096 Sgt. II. Blackmail, "II.Q.." permitted to continue iu the
Service beyond 21 years until 161028.
STRENGTI IDECREASE.
6279932 Pte. A. Ilart, "D," transferred to Army Reserve on 2111
26 under K.R.'s para 362 (i).
6279997 Pte. If. Redman, "A," transferred to A.R., w.e.f. 301126
under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
6278638 Bum. P. Cork, "H.Q.," transferred to Army Reserve on
221126 under K.R.'s Para. 362 (ii) (ii).
6279993 Dmr. H. French, "A," transferred to Army Reserve, 112
26 under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
6280002 L/c. S. Priest, "15" and 6279996 L/c. W. James, "A,"
transferred to Army Reserve, 21226 under K.R.'s para. 362 (ij.
6280000 Pte. R. Latham, "A," transferred to Army Reserve. 4
1226 under King's Regulations, para. 362 (i).
6280008 Pte. J. Bayford and 6280155 Pte. R. Coe transferred to
Army Reserve on 91226 under K.R.'s 362 (i).
6283326 Boy J. Matthews, "H.Q.," discharged on 221126 under
K.R.'s para. 363 (vii).
6282769 Pte. 31. Barnes, "A," discharged from the Service, 21226
under K.R.'s para. 363 (xvi) («).
6278452 Pte. J. Burnett, "D," discharged from tlie Service on
61226 under K.R.'s para. 363 (xxi).
LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDALS.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s aud Men arc awarded the LS. & G.C.
Medal with Gratuity (Autliy :—List issued with Army Orders for
October, 1926) 6278120 Sgt. W. Bigg, D.C.M., "A," 6278840 Pte.
A. Ellen, M.M., ,'H.Q.," 6279546 Sgt. A. Goodwin, "H.Q.," 6278117
Sgt. L Potter (Supernumerary Strength), 6278997 Sgt. 1. Hatnbliu
(Supernumerary Strength), 6278112 C.S.M. J. Saycr (Supernumerary
Strength).
STRENGTHINCREASE.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and Men disembarked at South
ampton, on 61226, from 1st Battalion. Joined Battalion same day,
taken on strength, and posted to Companies as shewn.
"A" COMPANY.
6280342 L/c. R. Goodwin, 6280343 Pte. J. Gamble, 6280244 Pte.
P. Beaucy, 6280234 Cpl. W. Elliott, 6280255 L/c. A. Hadlow, 6280226
Pte. E. Bone, 6278635 L/c. A. Morley.
"B" COMPANY.
6278088 Pte. T. Edwards, 6280440 L/c. A. Erickson, M.M., 6280229
Pte. A. Howick, 6280258 Pte. H. Lower, 6280221 Pte. H. Phillips
6280345 Pte. A. Taylor, 6279883 L/c. G. Russell.
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"C" COMPANY.
6280362 Pte. R. Finn, 6280194 L/c. W. Hadlow, 6280223 Ptc. E.
Hunt, 6280328 Pte. L. Ray, 6908961 L/c. G. Trimlett.
"D" COMPANY.
6280399 Pte. G. Boyce, 62S0193 L/c. P. Macro, 6280335 Pte. J.
Ralph, 6280220 Pte. A. Skinner, 6280375 Pte. G. Wellcr, 6280214 Pte.
A. Wood.
"H.Q." WING.
6280317 Dmr. F. Baker, 6282388 Pte. C. Dudman, 62S2583 Pte. J.
Groombridgc, 6282744 Boy E. Jarvis, 6282428 Bov W.Sandoin, 6278703
Pte. F. Spice, 6278704 L/c. W. Spice.

APPOINTMENT.
6279308 Sgt. H. Shorter (O.R.C.), appointed Orderly Room Sergt.,
91226, vice 6188453 Edwards, discharged. (Authy: Officer i/c
Records No. R/5069 d/ll 126).
EXTENSION OF SERVICE.
7815544 Pte. R. Douglas, extended his service to complete 12 years
with the Colours, 231126. (Authy O i/c Records No. C/79, d/
231126).
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.
7815468 Sgt. II. I,. Martin, permitted to continue in the service
beyond 21 years, for 1 year. (Authv : Officer i/c. Records No. 6/198,
d/261126).

The Depot.

ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned Recruits having joined the Battalion, are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shown ;—
6283440 Pte. H. Mills, "A" (M). 201026 ; 6283441 Pte. F. Wood,
"A" (R), 31126 ; 6283444 Pte. F.Amos, "D" (D), 81126; 6283445
Ptc. G. Brazier, "D" (F), 91126 ; 6283443 Boy F. Constable, "D" (D),
81126; 6283449 Pte. W. Fisher, "A" (R), 201126; 6283446
Pte. J. Kosbv, "D" (F), 161126; 6283442 Pte. G. Mc.Intosh, "D"
(F), 51126 ; 6283447 Pte. E. Nicholls, "B" (C), 161126 ; 6283448
Pte. A. Seal, "A" (R), 171126.
DISCHARGES.
Discharged on Termination of Engagement with effect from date
shown :—
6281851 Pte. S. Amos, "D" (D) aud 6281852 Pte. S. Button, "D"
(D), 201126.
6283273 Pte. G. Chapman, "B" (C), discharged, having joined
Regular Army (R.A.), w/e from 9 1126.
Discharged on Termination of Engagement w/e from dates shown :
6281827 Pte. E. Coleman, "B" (S). 311026; 6281846 Pte. P.
Durrant, "C" (II), 11126; 6278777 Ptc. A. Harred, "D" (D), 20
1126 ; 6281850 Pte. H. Hardie, "D" (F), 61126.
5101702 L/S. W. Tompkins, "A" (R), discharged under para.
1933.
Discharged on Termination ol Engagement with effect from dates
shown :—
6281850 Pte. S. Care, "D" (F), 151126 ; 6280684 Pte. A. Rigden,
"B" (W), 4 1226.
TRANSFER.
6283238 Pte. P. Saunders, "D" (F), transferred to 4th Battalion
Essex Regiment w/e from 191126.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6278065 C.Q.M.S. S. Follett, "B" promoted CompanySergeant
Major (Head Quarter Wing) w/e 25526.
6280707 C.Q.M.S. B. Wisdom, "D," promoted Company Sergeant
Major, vice Barron discharged, w/e from 14726.
The undermentioned were promoted Corporals w/e from 11226 :
6281960 L/c. G. Davis, "B," 6283281 Pte. D. Harrison, "B," 7814148
Pte. J. Harthill, "D," 6281065 Pte. W. Irvine, "D," 6281765 Pte. E.
Lepper, "B."
6282590 Pte. II. Jones, "D," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 11226.
6283306 Pte. A. Rauson, "D," appointed LanceCorporal, w/e from

Attested as shewn ;—
Pte. H. Culver, 91126; Pte. A. Cannon, 61126; Pte. J.
Pugh, 151126; Pte. C. Diddams, 161126; Pte. II. Fuller, 1811
26 ; Pte. L. Abbs, 261126; Pte. W. Mackuab, 271126; Pte. W.
Yates, 271126; Pte. J. Adams, 21226 ; Pte. C. Jarvis, 31226 ;
Ptc. W. Ilodd, 21226 ; Pte. C. Robbins, 31226 ; Pte. T. Lawsou,
31226; Pte. W. Cook, 21226; Pte. N. Senior, 11226 ; Pte.
C. Morrison, 11226; Pte. O. Burns, 11226; Pte. T. Davidson,
11226; Pte. J. Swan, 1 1226; Pte. II. White, 11226; Pte.
G. Hunt, 11226; Pte. M. Flanagan, 11226; Pte. W. Howe,
301126; Pte. G. Wyatt, 11226; Pte. L. Bramley, 301126;
Pte. R. Wanless, 21226; Pte. II. Flowcrdew, 21226; Ptc. H.
Haley, 21226; Pte. J. Ford, 21226; Pte. J. Causer, 31226;
Pte. C. Tilley, 31226; Pte. E. Abbott, 21226; Pte. N. Hawke,
11226; Pte. H. Home, 301126; Pte. A. Barrows, 301126;

Flecknell, 21226; Pte. S. Burgess, 21226; Pte. C. Mahoney,
21226; Ptc. C. Best, 301126; Pte. T. Rowcliffe, 291126;
Pte. A. Phillips, 1 1226 ; Pte. B. Cloke, 2711 26 ; Ptc. W. Hather
ley, 291126; Pte. J. Ross, 212 26; Pte. S. Manning, 301126;
Pte. W. Gleed, 301126; Pte. J. Wilson, 31226; Pte. H. O'Don
nell, 11226 ; Pte. J. II. Davidson, 212 26 ; Pte. W. Lloyd, 312
26; Pte. T Finnigan, 61226; Pte. C. Lee, 61226; Pte. C.
McSliane, 21226; Pte. W. Jolley, 612 26 ; Pte. P. Dixon, 712
26 ; Pte. II. Smith, and Pte. J. Hardie, 61226.
ARMY RESERVE.
6279915 Pte. W. Dushnell, 6279917 Pte. A. Kent, 6279918 Pte. A.
Palmer, transferred to Army Reserve under para. 362 (1) ICR., 1611
26.

6279935 Pte. W. Thnnnble, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) ICR., 211126.
6279930 L/c. C. Harris and 6279933 Pte. T. Boormau, transferred
to the Army Reserve under para. 362 (1) K.R., 241126.
Transfer to the Army Reserve :—
6279260 Pte. E. Rosser, 6278634 Pte. A. Hudson, 6279279 Pte. W.
Poole, 6280018 Ptc. A. Howard, 6280028 Pte. J. Varus, 6280030 Pte.
F. Richards, 6280032 Pte. E Beech, 6280035 Pte. C. Calvo, 6280036
Pte. J. Angel, 6280039 Pte. J. Bourner, 6280040 Pte. 11. Killick,
6280042 Pte. A. Geal, 6280050 Pte. B. Marriott, 6280055 Pte. W. Pack
man, 6280058 Pte. W. Hayward, 6280062 L/Cpl. W. Axten. 6280066
Pte. W. Sullivan, 6280068 Pte. I,. Wyeth, 6280070 Pte. A. Edwards
6280072 Ptc. H. Johnson, 6280178 Pte. G. Port, 6280183 Pte. F. Jendeu'
6280186 Dr. G. Ilaynes, 6280198 Pte. L Moore, 6280201 L/c. w!
Waghorn, 6280207 L/c. J. Dudley, 6280209 Pte. A. Weller, 6280210
Pte. J. Gillam, 6281836 Pte. W. Walker.
DISCHARGES.
Purser> discharged under para. 363 (x) K.R., 16

11 If3187

PtC'

16 n8'851

PtC" W" A" Sparling'

discharged under para. 363 (x) ICR.,

6278721 L/Cpl. T. Crook, discharged under para. 363 (viii) K R's
6191766 C.S.M. C. Terry, 6278108 C.Q.M.S. R. Dixon
'V88"!5,? Y'"igV.,A/rG EdWards
discharged under para.

doo (XXI; lv.lv., OIZ—Zo.

POSTINGS.
6278721 L/C. T. Crook, posted to Depot from 1st Battalion, w.e.f
4—1126.
6188607 Sgt. C. Crowne, posted to Depot for a'tour of dutv 71226
J
from 1st Battalion.

' 6279308 Sgt. H. B. Sliorter (O.R.C.), perinaucuetly posted to
Depot from 2nd Battalion. 91226.
The undermentioned were posted to the 2nd Battalion w.e.f.
24—1126 :—
6283145 Pte. W. Arnold, 6283139 Pte. J. Beach, 6006189 Pte H
Bard, 6283117 Pte. F. Drury, 6283142 Pte. C. Cox, 6283148 Pte. w"
Cox, 2216/15 Pte. A. Eades, 6283161 Pte. A. Crowliupff 62S39S'?
Pte. R. Foad, 6283024 Pte. A. Gilbert, 6283162 Pte. J.' IIoRben
6283158 Ptc. C. Holtom, 6283149 Pte. A. Harrison, 6283159 Pte C
Insole, 6283146 Pte. II. Fordan, 6005542 Pte. F. Moore, 6283138 Pte'
G. Richards, 761743 Pte. S Smith, 6282727 Ptc. T. Twyman 6283219
Pte. A. Tolhurst, 6283155 Pte. T. Tobin, 6283141 Pte! S wEnotl,
6283164 Pte. E. Vaut, 6282101 Pte. J. Matthews.
'
6281708 Cpl W Richardson, reposted to 2nd Battalion The
liuLis, w.e.i. io—i 1—zb.
PROMOTIONS.
6282000 L/Cpl. J. Clinker, promoted Corporal, 131126 vice
6278666 Miles. (Autliy : 2/Bu£fs No. K/6330, d/ 181126).

The 4th Battalion.

I1226.

6281964 Pte. R. Steptoc, "D," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 112 26.
6282671 Ptc. J. Turney, "A," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 11226.
/APPOINTMENTS.
6282112 Pte. A. Clark, "D" aud 6191167 Pte. C. Cock, "D,"
appointed Drummers w/e from 251126.
REENGAGEMENTS.
6280569 Sgt. W. Cooper, "C," reengaged for three years w/e from
151126.
6280806 Pte. W. Doe, "D," reengaged for one year w/e from
31226.
6281230 Pte. W. Hall, "D," reengaged for four years w/e from
161226.

Reengaged for one year w/c from dates shewn :—
6281863 Pte. H. Iloldslock, "A," 71126 ; 6280678 Pte. J. Reavey,
"B," 31126; 6281859 Pte. G. Summers, "A," 171126; 6281348
Dmr. II. Tripp, "D," 291126 ; 6280756 Cpl. J. Wyborn, "B," 311
26.
7808840 Pte. J. Rankine, "D," reengaged for four years w/e from
301126.
6281882 Pte. A. Withey, "D," reengaged for four years w/e from

II1226.

STOP PRESS.
The following cable has been received by
General Baiubridge:—
TORONTO,

Last uight presented beautiful silver memento
at Queen's Own Christmas dinner, they accept
trophy with delight, and send message of
reverence and honour to Buffs with hope their
traditions will last for ever. Thanks for all
great kindness to me.
SIR HENRY PEEEATX.

Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Loyal Regiment.
The Northamptonshire Regiment.
The Royal Berkshire Regiment.
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry.
Tlie Middlesex Regiment.
The Wiltshire Regiment.
The Manchester Regiment.
Tlie Nortli Staffordshire Regiment.
The York & Lancaster Regiment.
The Durham Light Infantry.
Tlie Royal Ulster Rifles.

The East Surrey Regiment.
The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment.
The Border Regiment.
The Royal Sussex Regiment.
The Hampshire Regiment.
The Dorsetshire Regiment.
The Prince of Wales' Volunteers.
The Welch Regiment.
The Essex Regiment.
The Sherwood Foresters.

The Royal Scots.
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
The King's Regiment.
The Norfolk Regiment.
The Somerset Light Infantry.
The East Yorkshire Regiment.
The Bedford & Hertfordshire Regiment.
Tlie Royal Scots Fusiliers.
The Royal Welch Fusiliers.
Tlie South Wales Borderers.
The Worcestershire Regiment.

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET
Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams : " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot" ; " Flight, Camberley "

A. J. WHITE
74 J ERMYN STREET,
LONDON, S.W.
Ibat anb Cap flDafter

Offers his SPECIAL FLEXOLYTE

FIELD SERVICE CAP
as being light in weight, soft
and

pliable

quite
for

the

in

best

foreign

texture
possible

service,

quite rainproof and

as
cap

being

having a

smart appearance, not a rag.

FLEXOLYTE
Reg. No. 327488

A. J.

WHITE,

1bat anb Cap /ibafeev,

74 JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W. 1.

BANKS:
It is a mistake to think of a Bank as
an institution which exists merely for
the purpose of taking care of depositors'
money and paying it out on their
instructions. Whilst it is true that
this is tlie primary business of a Bank,
it forms only a part of the duties which
Lloyds Bank is prepared to perform
for its customers. It is not possible in
a short space to enumerate the many
facilities i he Bank offers, but its Branch
Managers are prepared to consider, or,
if they are not themselves in a position
to advise, to obtain expert opinion
upon, any question affecting their
customers' finances, investments, income
tax, Trusteeships, Executorships, etc.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED.
Head Office: LONDON. E.C. 3.

Post free
Ireland & Abroad.
8/ per annum.
4/ 6 months.
2' 3 months.
Write: Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone:

No. 327.

A

February, 1927.

Personalia.

LL our readers will be glad to know
that Lord Harris is taking a keen
interest in the Past and Present Association
of The Regiment, and recently, through his
influence, Mr. R. Steptoe has been appointed
to the post of lodge keeper, at Huggin's
College, Northfleet. The appointment carries
with it a good house.
We offer our sincerest congratulations on
being raised to the Peerage, to that very old and
loyal friend of the Buffs, Colonel F. S. W.
Cornwallis.
We would take this opportunity of
thanking the Rt. Rev. The Bishop of
Rockhampton and tlie Rev. L Gray, vicar of
Port Macquarie, very sincerely for the most
interesting records published on page 450 of
this number regarding the services of the
Regiment in Australia. We would also thank
Major Tomlinson for allowing us to reproduce
the engraving in his possession which shows
the quarters occupied by the Buffs when at
Sydney.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell
entertained a large party at a dance at Stone
Ridge on January 1st, the anniversary of his
birthday. A number of Buffs were present
and also representatives from other Regi
ments. Unfortunately, influenza prevented
many others from being present.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge is at
present shooting near Athlone.
THE BUFFS AND THE CITY OF LONDON.
MajorGeneral C. G. Donald, C.B., late

Colonel of the Royal Fusiliers, wishes to
explain that the misstatement about the

513.

Price Sixpence.

Buffs in his letter to the Sunday Times of 16th
January was the result of a compositor's error
and was corrected by him in the Sunday Times
of
23rd
January. General
Donald is
particularly annoyed that such a mistake
should have crept in, in view of the many old
friends that lie has in the Buffs.
(We can assure General Donald, on behalf
of our readers, that his explanation is
unreservedly accepted, and we feel sure that his
old friends will be glad to hear of him again,
even though at second hand. Editor).
Colonel Sir Theodore and Lady Brinckman
are still at Biarritz where they hope to remain
until Mav.
Mrs. and Miss Ravenhill, who are with Mrs.
Barker at Karachi, are going down to Bombay
for a time. They were visited recently by
Colonel C. L. Porter, who, we are glad to hear,
was looking ver}r fit.
Mrs. Dauglish is still living at Park
Cottage, East Hendred, Steventon. Her boy
Jack is tea planting in India, and it is pleasant
to hear that her Dragon passes through his
hands to an old " private of The Buffs," whose
name we should like to have. Her other son,
who did well at Oxford, is at present teaching
mathematics, but is not yet decided whether
to adopt teaching as a profession.
We understand that Lt.Colonel L. W. and
Mrs. Lucas are shortly proceeding on leave to
Cannes. Major G. T. D. Hickman is joining
the party.
Major Howard Smith sailed for Gibraltar
on the 23rd January.
His old Singapore and Wellington friends
will be interested to hear of Major E. J.
Strover's engagement to Rosalind, only
daughter of General Ben Atkinson.
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We understand at the time of going to
press that Major The Hon. P. G. Scarlett and
Captain J. F. Whitacre Allen were under
orders for China, and we congratulate them
both and wish them GodSpeed.
Major Scarlett has gone as G.S.O. 2., and
Captain Allen, who sailed on 26th January,
as Staff Captain, 14th Infantry Brigade.
Major Greenway grumbles that there was
no regimental Christmas Card ; and we take
this opportunity of saying that it was not
possible, for various reasons, to arrange for
one this year.
Major George Chapman forwards us from
Ottawa a copy of an engraving which has been
published
depicting
Brig.General
Van
Statibenzee and officers of The Buffs who took
part, in the Crimea. This reproduction
appeared in Country Life last December and
it is hoped that permission may be obtained
to reproduce it in the subsequent number of
The Dragon.
We congratulate Capt. Watson and Lieuts.
Sahkey and Knocker on having passed their
promotion examinations.
Mr. Foster Hall has resumed his studies at
the. Staff College. He is going to visit
the Aisne Battlefields during the Easter
vacation.
Captain R. de Quincy Child writessuggesting
that a Dragon mascot for motor cars should be
manufactured and sold to those requiring
them, by the Secretary of the Past and Present
Association.
We understand that the Secretary is quite
prepared to make inquiries as to the cost of
such mascots, provided the demand for them
justifies such action.
Mr. L. R. Waller, who joined the 3/4th
Buffs at Crowborough in 1916 is living at
Acton.
We regret to announce the death on
January 10th from pneumonia, after a short
illness, of exColourSgt. Clifton, at the age of
61. Mr. Clifton joined the Buffs in 1882 and
retired on pension in 1908. In 1914 he re
enlisted as Recruiting Sgt.Major, and
continued to serve in the Army until 1919,
when the 3rd . Battalion of the Buffs was
disbanded. He leaves seven sons, all of whom
served in the Great War, and three of whom
are still in the services.

His many old friends will be sorry to hear
that exSgt. H. J. Bailey is lying seriously ill
at his home at Swanley Junction.
Sgt.Major Stroud has been appointed
Assistant Area Representative of the Past
and Present Association for the Dover District.
We congratulate Sgt. Beal on the good fight
he put up recently in Sweden, and also on
being awarded a special prize.
Mr. W. J. Bennett (late Sgt. 8525) writes
cheerfully from Sevenoaks, where he is now
living.
We have heard from Mr. H. Coombes (late
9072) who has just returned from Demerara,
where he has been sugar planting. Coombes
enlisted in 1909 and served most of the time
in the 1st Battalion.
We congratulate the Margate detachment
of the 4th Battalion for the good fight they
are putting up in the Thanet Football League.
We understand they stand a good chance of
winning the cup.
We much regret to hear that exGolour
Sgt. David Samuel Sweet died at his residence
near Hendon on the 23rd ult. Mr. Sweet
enlisted in the Regiment in 1866, was
discharged 1891, reenlisted 1914 and ^
obtained his final discharge in 1917. Sgt.
Sweet was buried with Military Honours. at
Hendon Park Cemetery.
MARRIAGE.

Bromley—Worthington.—6278771

L/Sgt.
A. Bromley, married at Canterbury, 27/8/26
to Doris Kate Worthington.

W

An Innovation.

E have decided, as an experiment, to select
each month from Company notes sent
in by Battalions, those we consider the best
and most interesting, and to publish them in
larger type and give them precedence over
other Company notes.
It should be understood that quality and
not necessarily quantity will guide us in our
decision.

For the purpose of this competition The
Band, Drums, Machine Gunners, Signal
Section Wing, will each be classified as a
Company. .
It is regretted that it does not at present
appear feasible to include the 4th Battalion in
tbjs scheme owing to the number of Detach
ments.
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No. 13.
BLENHEIM (13TH AUGUST, 1704).

rpALLARD was on the right of the enem}''s
X position and had thrown 26 of his
battalions under the Marquis de Clerainbault
into the village of Blenheim, which was put
into a state of defence, with orders to hold it
to the end. The line was prolonged north
wards with mounted gendarmes and cavalry,
behind them stood three brigades
of
infantry. Marsin was in the centre, north and
south of the village of Oberglau. He had
more cavalr}r on his right and left, with about
30 battalions of infantry in and behind
Oberglau ; fourteen, including the three regi
ments of the Irish Brigade, being ill the village.

The Elector of Bavaria, with eighteen
French and Bavarian battalions and a number
of squadrons of cavalry, occupied a position
in and about the village of Lutzingen, and
the extreme left was refused, or drawn back
to make a flank.
The strength of the French
and Bavarians totalled some 84 battalions,
147 squadrons of cavalry and 90 guns, or
60,000 men in all; the Allies, under Marl
borough and Eugene had 66 Battalions, 94
squadrons and 66 guns or a total of 56,000,
and were thus committed to an attack on an
enemy numerically stronger than themselves
and posted in a strong position.
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In addition it must be remembered that
the prestige of the French stood extremely high
and France was at the time reckoned the
foremost military nation in Europe. Marl
borough's decision to attack is among the
boldest which any general has ever made., for
it must be remembered also that if he did not
gain a decisive success, he was separated by
some hundreds of miles from the Netherlands,
and his lines of communication were long and,
in case of defeat, would become unuseable.
The Allied plan was for Marlborough to
attack the enemy's centre and right, and for
Eugene to operate against the left centre and
left flank.
Marlborough's plan in detail was
for a considerable force of some 19 battalions
(including 10 of the 14 British) and some
squadrons of cavalry under Lord Cutts, to
attack tlie village of Blenheim. The remainder
of his cavalry, covered by the remainder of
the infantry (some 28 battalions, under
General Churchill, including the Buffs and the
three other British battalions) were to push
across the River Nebel and drive off the
enemy's cavalry holding the centre of the
line. Divine service was ordered to be held
at the head of each unit and Marlborough
himself rode along the lines of troops.
While the River Nebel was being bridged
by the pontoon trains, Eugene was getting
his own force into position.
About half past twelve the whole Allied
army advanced to the attack, Cutt's force
moving on Blenheim, while one line of
Churchill's infantry was pushed across the
Nebel to enable the cavalry to cross under its
protection ; the second line of infantry,
including the Buffs, was to remain on the
near side of the stream with orders to cover
by their fire any retirement of the cavalry.
Cutts' attack on Blenheim was conducted
in the most gallant fashion. Five British
battalions with Brigadier Rowe at their head,
marched up to the palisades. They were
ordered to reserve their fire until the Brigadier
struck the palisades with his sword. This
must have demanded a fire discipline of a very
high order, but it was actually carried out,
although the}' were met by a murderous lire
at 30 paces. Rowe was mortally wounded
and a third of his brigade fell in a few minutes,
and it was forced to retire, being charged in
flank by cavalry while doing so. The two
remaining brigades of Cutts' force now crossed
the Nebel and attacked Blenheim, but
although they were able to carry the out
skirts of the village, they could advance no
further and were compelled to retire with
heavy loss. Marlborough now recognised that
the direct attack on Blenheim was useless

and decided to concentrate all available forces
to break the enemy's centre. He accordingly
ordered the cavalry and a brigade of
Hanovarians from Cutts' force to join the
centre.
In this part of the field, as soon as the first
line of Churchill's infantry had crossed tlie
stream, the cavalry was ordered to follow.
This task proved extremely difficult, as .the
banks and ground between two branches of
the stream were a morass, and the horses
floundered up to their girths, in spite of the
fascines and planks which had been laid down.
However, at length the cavalry managed to
struggle through and formed up in advance
of the first line of infantry. Marshal Tallard
had missed his opportunity, for instead of
attacking the cavalry when they were still in
difficulties, he did nothing except use distant
artillery fire until the left of the first line of
cavalry was actually moving up the slope.
Then Tallard ordered his cavalry to charge
and the Allied cavalry, overweighted and with
tlie hill against them, was borne back to the
stream and might have been driven across it
had not the second line of infantry (which
included the Buffs) opened such heavy fire
that the French cavalry was thrown into
confusion and, in its turn, charged by the
second line of Allied cavalry. The right of
the Allied cavalry then succeeded in crossing
the Nebel, but in its turn was charged by
Marsin's cavalry and driven back.
An infantry attack was then made on
Oberglau by Prince HolsteinBech, with eleven
battalions, but it failed and Prince Holsten
Bech fell, mortally wounded, into the hands
of the enemy. Marlborough galloped to the
scene of this fresh disaster and, placing himself
at the head of Bernsdof's Brigade and
collecting several squadrons of Eugene's
cavalry, compelled the enemy to retire into
Oberglau and beyond.
So far the Allied attacks had met with
very slight success and, on the right under
Prince Eugene, the battle had gone even worse.
Three attacks failed and a rout was only
averted by Eugene's exertions. Plowever, the
Dutch Brigade from Marlborough's wing had
been able to help and a fourth attack at four
o'clock succeeded, the Bavarians being driven
back into Lutzingen.
It was now past four o'clock and
Marlborough had succeeded in passing the
whole of his left wing and centre across the
Nebel. Under a terrific fire the Allies moved
up the slopes and charged, supported by the
fire of three batteries of artillery under Colonel
Blood which had crossed by pontoon bridges.
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However, the enemy stood firm and the Allies
were forced back to the brow of the hill. In
this position they halted and poured a heavy
and continuous fire of musketry aud grape
shot into the enemy's ranks. After some
time the French infantry, who had maintained
their position with great gallantry, but had
suffered heavily, began to waver, and Tallard
ordered the cavalry of his left to charge. This
they refused to do and in turn were charged
and overthrown by the Allied horse which had
been ordered to take advantage of the enemy's
hesitation. The French infantry in this part
of the field was then ridden down by the Allied
cavalry, and the cavalry of Marsin's right
drew back towards their centre. There was
now a considerable gap in the French line and
the critical moment of the battle had arrived.
Marlborough and Tallard were quick to see
it. Tallard asked Marsin for help and ordered
the garrison of Blenheim to evacuate the
village. But Marlborough was too quick.
Galloping along the centre, he ordered the
trumpeters to sound the charge. Placing him
self at the head of 8,000 Allied horse, in two
lines, the cavalry charged up the slope. The
French cavalry delivered one desultory volley
and then broke.
The day was won. The French centre
dissolved and fled, in wild disorder. Marl
borough divided his 80 squadrons into parties
and pursued vigorously. General Churchill
with his infantry pushed round the north flank
and rear of the village of Blenheim. The
present King's Regiment (Liverpools) cut off
the retreat of the garrison to Hochstadt and
the Buff's continued the line down to the
Danube, driving back and making numerous
prisoners in this direction. The garrison was
completely surrounded, but fought stoutly
and tried in vain to cut its way out. Cutts
was ordered to renew his frontal attack, but
this met with no success. Preparations were
being made for an attack in overwhelming
strength when a parlej' was opened and the
French in the end agreed to surrender as
resistance was absolutely hopeless.
In the meantime, Eugene on the right took
advantage of Marlborough's success in the
centre. He again attacked and this time
succeeded in driving the enemy before him.
The pursuit by Marlborough's cavalry had
been rapid and fruitful. Marshal Tallard had
been captured and it was only because in the
darkness the remnants of Marsin's and the
Elector's troops were mistaken for Eugene's
that they were not annihilated.

As^it was, the victory was striking, and
conclusive. Some 40 officers of " high rank "
and 1,030 other officers were captured with
14,000 rank and file, as well as 80 or more
guns, 171 standards and 129 Colours. Six
thousand were killed, 8,000 wounded, 4,000
drowned in the Danube while trying to escape
and many others were missing. Thus,
considerably more than half the enemy were
casualties. The Allied losses had, however,
been extremely heavy ; out of a total of
56,000, Marlborough's wing lost 2,818 killed
and 5,442 wounded and Eugene's 1,742 killed
and 2,500 wounded, or well over 12,000. The
Buffs had two officers killed, one mortally
wounded and .eight others wounded. The
losses in other ranks are not specified, but
must have been very heavy, as Marlborough
subsequently mentioned the regiment as one
of the " five of our weakest battalions through
the late actions."
So ended the battle of Blenheim. The
French had for the first time for many years
been decisively defeated in the open field.
Marlborough had proved himself, both as
a strategist and a fighting general, the leading
soldier in Europe ; and the reputation of the
British troops, whose conduct had won the
admiration of both friend and foe, was raised
to a height not reached since the days of
Henry V. and Agincourt. At last they had
reaped some tangible result from the many
weary years of campaigning in Flanders.
J.F.W.A.

Our Contemporaries.
Wc acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The Red Hackle."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
" The Oak Tree."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Gunner."
" The Leopard."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Royal Military College of Canada Review."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Snapper."
" Cabar Feidh."
" On The March."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" Argyllshire Highlanders' News."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Ypres Times."
" British Legion Journal."
" The Sapper."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Company."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" Royal Fusiliers' Chronicle."
" Artists Rifles' Journal."
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Port Maequarie.
To The Editor, The Dragon.
Dear Sir,
You may remember that in 1925 I was privileged
to contribute an article to The Dragon in connection
with Captain Latham and Albuhera. Your kindness
on that occasion encourages me to think that you may
like to know of a memorial to another Buffs' Officer
that I have lately seen. While touring in N.S. Wales
last week, I visited the historic Church at Port
Maequarie, built by the prisoners iu 1824, and on the
walls I found a tablet in memory of Major A. C. Innes,
of Lake Innes, who died in Newcastle (N.S.W.), Aug.
29th, 1857, and of his wife, nee Macleay. I did not
copy the inscription hi full, because quite probably
you know all about it already ; but I will gladly get
you it in full if it is of any interest to yon for
your regimental records.
I enclose a photograph of tlie Church in case you
may like to have it.
Yours sincerely,
PHILIP,
25th July, 1926.
Bishop of Rockhampton.
Lis Escop,
Rockhampton,
Central Queensland.

My dear Colonel,
The enclosed arrived this morning and will explain
itself. I am delighted that the Vicar has responded
so well to my request for information, and I am sure
you will be glad to have this account of tlie doings of
the Regiment in Australia.
All "good wishes,
Yours sincerely,
PHILIP,
24th November, 1926.
Bishop of Rockhampton.
The Vicarage,
Port Maequarie.
To The Rt. Rev. The Bishop ojRockhampton.
Dear Bishop,
I was much interested oil receiving your letter and
that of Colonel Findlay which you enclosed. I am
herewith sending you a few short notes regarding the

Caserne des Buffs.

3rd Regiment of Buffs in relation to this town, which
probably will be interesting to Colonel Findlay and will
serve the purpose about which lie wrote you.
I am, yours sincerely,
November 16//(, 1926.
L GRAY,
Viear of Port Maequarie.
Historical Notes of the 3rd Regiment of Buffs.

IN REGARD TO PORT MACOUARIE ON THE
HASTINGS RIVER, N.W. WALES, AUSTRALIA.

1. In 1821 John Oxley (lieutenant of the
Royal Navy) discovered the Hastings river
and marked out the site for a settlement at
the river mouth ; this settlement became
known as Port Maequarie, named after the
then governor of N.S. Wales.
2. The Governor proclaimed the new
settlement to be a place to which convicts,
arriving from the old country, should be sent.
3. The 3rd regiment of Buffs was
stationed at Port Maequarie from 1821 on
wards. The regiment had the military control
of the convict settlement.
4. In 1821 Captain Aim an was in charge
of the 3rd regiment at Port Maequarie, but
he died after being there for one year only.
5. Another officer in command at that
early date was Lieutenant Cormac. On
December 8th, 1824, he laid the foundation
stone of a brick church—Church of England.
This Church was erected by convict labour.
The workers were supervised and guarded by
soldiers of the 3rd regiment. It still stands
and is used. It is named S. Thomas Church.
The work of building took four years and it
was opened for use in 1828.
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6. Another officer in command of Port
Maequarie in the early days and later than
Lieut. Cormac was Captain Rollands. He
died when the walls of the Church were about
half way erected. His body was buried within
the partly completed Church and a concrete
slab was built over the grave. At present,
the front pew on the south side stands over
the grave. As the pews are fixed to the
ground, being the old English style of box
pews, it is not practicable to remove the pew
to read the inscription. But a few letters and
also the government broad arrow mark can
be seen where the stone protrudes beyond the
edge of the pew.
7. The old disused cemetery contains some
tombstones bearing the names of officers and
men of the 3rd regiment. One mentions that
the deceased was killed whilst pursuing some
runaway convicts.
8. A lot of the early history and romance
of Port Maequarie centres around the name
of Major A. C. Innes. This officer retired
from active military service on coming to
Port Maequarie. He took up a large tract of
land about five miles from the town, on the
banks of a lake. He called the lake Lake
Innes. Here he erected a fine home and
engaged in cattle rearing and horsebreeding.
He was accustomed to ship horses from his
property to India. Major Innes also took
up land at a place about 100 miles further
inland in the New England mountains. Here
he founded a sheep station. The town which
grew up in this place and is now a large and
prosperous one, was named Glen Innes, after

him. At his home, near Port Maequarie, he
became the foremost leader in civil affairs for
many years and his house was the social
centre of the district. Tradition says that the
major was a very dashing popular officer.
Much of the early growth and development
of this district were due to him. For instance
he erected four or five huge brick woolstores
of three to five stories each on the bank of the
river. To these the wool was brought
a journey of 100 miles down the mountains
and stored until it could be shipped. It came
by bullock waggon from Glen Innes district.
The following inscription is taken from
a marble tablet on the walls of S. Thomas'
Church, Port Maequarie.
Sacred
To the memory of
MAJOR A. C. INNES, H.M. 3rd regt. of Buffs.,

of Lake Innes.
Who died at Newcastle, August 29th, 1857,
aged 57 years.
also of
MARGARET,

His beloved wife, and daughter of
Alexander Macleay, Esq., E.R.S.,
Late Colonial Secretary of N.S. Wales.
She died at Lake Innes,
Sept. 7th, 1858,
aged 56 years.
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Past and Present Association.
rMHE

Minutes of the 64th Meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Depot, Canterbury, on Saturday, January 8th, 1927,
at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the chair).
Colonels 1,. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C. and R. S. I.
Friend, D.S.O.
Majors F. W. Toinlinson, E. C. Norman and J. Y. R.
Jackson.
Captain R. M. Watson.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
passed and signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM.—Various proposals regarding
the locality of the Regimental Museum having been
considered, it was decided that the Officer Commanding
the Depot should endeavour, through the proper
channel, to obtain the use of tlie Court Martial Room
in the Depot for this Museum, which it was definitely
decided should be located if possible, in Barracks.
EAST KENT SOLDIERS' FUND.—It was decided that
the surplus income from the East Kent Soldiers' FTind
should be transferred to the account of the Past and
Present Association.
Past and Present Association:
CORRESPONDENCE.
(a) Approval was given, on Major Foster's recom
mendation, for Sgt,Major Stroud to be
appointed Assistant Area Representative for
the Dover District.
It was decided that Mr. W. C. Collins, Buffs' Cadet
Company, was not eligible to become a full
member of the Past and Present Association,
but only an Associate Member.
(c) Approval was given for a loan of £10 to
to
assist him in finding
the deposit necessary to
enable him to purchase a Wimbledon Council
House.
(d) lt was decided in future that serving soldiers
should pay for their dinner tickets when
expressing their intention of being present at
the Annual Dinner.
DRAFT RULES—MOTOR SCHOOL.—The Draft Rules
submitted by the Secretary with a few small amend
ments, were approved.
BENEVOLENT FUND.—It was suggested that a dance
should be organized in aid of this Fund, to be held in
the Prince of Wales' Institute on April 21st, 1927.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT OF EX
REGULAR SAILORS, SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN. A letter
having been received from War Office, regarding the
above, it was decided that before a full reply could be
sent to the War Office, copies of this letter should be
circulated to all Members of the Committee to enable
the matter to be given full consideration.
The Secretary was instructed to acknowledge the
receipt of this letter to the War Office and inform them
that a reply would be sent as soon as possible.
NEXT MEETING.—The next Meeting will take place
at the Depot on Saturday, February 5th, 1927,
at 5 p.m.
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NEW MEMBERS.
The following new members have joined_ the
Association during the period 18/12/26 to 18/1/27 :—
Mr. W ratten. Mr. T. A. Maber, Mr. C. W. Lukehnrst, Mr. H. Jenner,
Mr. W. Wilkins, Mr. Pout, Mr. E. A. Hart, Mr. W. Redwood, Mr. A. H.
Pox, Mr. J. W. Waghorne, Mr. T. T. Rowlett, Mr. T. G. Bax, Mr. S.
Lancaster, Mr. T. W. Lcc, Mr. G. T. Dalton.

DONATIONS.
The following donations have been received during
the period 18/12/26 to 18/1/27 : 
L s

1
0
0
(t
0
0
1
0
0
0

Col. E. Sparrow
C. Vallangc, Esq.
Mr. Marshall
Col. BradleyDyne
J. Smith, Esq.
Major Langdale Kelham
Mrs. Webster
Anon.
C. Crane, Esq. ...
Mr. Downs

0
5
12
2
2
0
5
0
2

12

DISBURSEMENTS.
The following disbursements have been made during
e period 18/12/26 to 18 1/27 :
1926.
£ s. d.
1 10 0
Dec. IS. Grant
1 0 0
IS. Grant
...
1 10 0
IS. Grant
 ...
2 0 0
IS. Grant
2 0 0
20. Loan
0 10 0
20. Grant
1 0 0
20. Grant
...
1 10 0
21. Grant
... 0 5 0
21. Grant
...
1 10 0
21. Grant

1927.
Jan.

22.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.
24.
24.
29.
29.

1.
1.

6.
6.
6.
6.

8.
10.
11.
II.

Grant
...
Grant
...
Grant
Grant
...
...
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
L"an
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant to pay rent ...

2

1

...

Loan ...
Payment, 1 day's work
Grant
Gran l
Grant
Payment two days' work ...
Payment, one day's work ...
Grant
Grant
...
...
Loan ...

0
0

111
10
1 10
0 10
0 10
1 0
0
0

...

3 0
2 0
0 III

1 10
1 7

".

2
0
1
2
2
d
0

l

2
2

0
5

10

0

10
111

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

(1
0
0
4

0
0
0
0
0
0

II

5
0

0

0

0

0 (1

LONDON BRANCH.
A most successful meeting of the above branch
was held at The Windsor Hotel, Victoria, on
Saturday, January 15tli, when some seventy Buffs,
including the following, were present.
E. C. Ainge, Capt. J. F. Whitacre Allen, M.C., Fte.
A. Ii. Arnold, G. H. Austin, R. S. Brudenell, II. J.
Blackwell, S269 Sgt. H. T. Burt, E. L. Bolton, 'i . G.
Bax, 4413 Pte. E. Busli, 8325 Pte. H. G. Bailey, 8 Cpl.
Blacker, 897 Pte. E. Bailie. F. Clay, R.S.M. W. PI.
Clarke, Capt. E. A. Carter, F. Clarke, Capt. K. A.
Carter, M.C., 12640 Pte. G. T. Dalton, Capt. S. B.
Donald, Pte. 4365 W. G. Dampier, 7979 Bandsman 15.
Dyer, W. Elvey, Capt. J. F„ Enright, Col. H. Findlay,
Fludder, B. Field, Lieut. A. E. Grant, 6279636 II. I;.
Hawker, Sgt. F. C. Hearn, Pte. E. A. Hart, 6480 Pte.
J. Hartley, 20150 Pte. F. A. Harrison, 1694 Sgt. F. G.
Johns, Pte. S. Lancaster, 9637 S/Sgt. Langton, E. A.
Lawsou, 10635 Pte. T. W. Lee, 5271 H. J. Lloyd,
6280235 C. C. Morpliew, 9608 C.Q.M.S. S. C. Marshall,
5778 Sgt. P. Parker, 95 Sgt. J. Penn, 20256 Pte. G. PL
Rttbery, 6280328 Pte. L. Ray, 6279539 Pte. Stringer,
Capt. E. Smith, 1314 L/Cpl. W. G. Taylor, 6279086
Pte. A. L. Thompson, 7816 Pte. C. Wilkinson, A. Iv.
Warren, 3539 Pte. W. Wilkins and Sgt. E. Wittering.
It is hoped to publish the minutes of this Meeting
in our next issue.
The next meeting of the branch will be held at the
Windsor Hotel, Victoria, at 7.30 p.m., on Saturday,
February 19th.
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XXV.

7HE KI^CS OWN
The King's Own Royal Regiment (Lancaster).
BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" Namur, 1695,"
" Gibraltar,
17045,"
" Guadaloupe,
1759,"
" St. Lucia, 1778," " Coruuua," " Badajoz,"
" Salamanca,"
" Vittoria,"
" St.
Sebastian,"
" Nive," " Peninsula," " Bladensberg," " Water
loo,"
" Alma,"
" inkerman,"
" Sevastopol,"
" Abyssinia," " South Africa, 1879," " Relief of
Ladysmith," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne oil the King's Colour :—" Marne, 1914," " Ypres,
191517," " Somme, 191618," " Arras, 191718,"
" Messines, 1917," " Lys," " Fraiice and Flanders,
191418,"
" Macedonia,
191518," " Gallipoli,
1915," " Mesopotamia, 191618."
*

*

*

»

The King's Own Royal Regiment was raised on
July 13th, 1680, by the Earl of Plymouth. Originally
known as the 2nd Tangerines, the corps was (as its
name implied) originally formed as a reinforcement
for the garrison of Tangier. When that fortress was
abandoned a few years later, the regiment came home
and was renamed " The Duchess of York and
Albany's." Soon afterwards its title was again
changed to " The Queen's Regiment."
There is a tradition that the regimental badge of
" The Lion of England ' was conferred by King William
III., because this was the first English regiment to
join him when he landed at Torbay in 1688, to drive
James II., the last of the Stuart Kings, from the throne
of England. Incidentally it may be mentioned that
Richard CoeurdeLeon, the Crusader King, was probably
the first English monarch to adopt the Lion as his
device. His Great Seal of 1195 bears three Lions
which are practically the same as the Lion worn as
a cap and collar badge by the King's Own Royal Regi
ment at the present day.
During the reign of Queen Anne, the regiment was
sent to sea, and became known as the Queen's Marines.
They accompanied Admiral Rooke's fleet of fifty vessels
which anchored in Gibraltar Bay on the 22nd of July,
1704, and lauded troops on what is now known as the
Neutral Ground. The Spanish Governor was called
upon to surrender, but declined ; after the guns of the
fleet had silenced his batteries, lie reconsidered his
decision and hoisted the white flag.
Thus, at the cost
of about sixty lives, was " The Rock " first captured
by the British, who have held it ever since.
In 1715 the regiment, having returned to " drylaud
service," once more, was doing duty at Windsor Castle,
when King George I. permitted it to assume the title
of " The King's Own."
About the middle of the eighteenth century the
regiment was popularly known as " Barrell's Blues,"
from its Colonel's name, and the colour of its facings.
This nickname is occasionally used, even today.
The regiment showed great bravery at the Battle
of Culloden. In a letter to his friend, Major Henry
Delabere, of York, Major James Wolfe of The King's

Own (the future hero of Quebec, the anniversary of
whose birth has been publicly celebrated both in
England and Canada within the past few weeks)
describes liis regiment's share in the battle as follows :
" On the left of the line was Barrell's
Regiment ; they were attacked by the Camerons
(the bravest clan amongst them) and 'twas
for some time a dispute between the swords and
bayonets, but tlie latter was found to lie the most
destructible weapon. The Regiment behaved with
most uncommon resolution, killing some, say
almost their own number, whereas forty of them
only were wounded and those not mortally, and not
above ten killed."
About this time the counties of Kent, Surrey and
Middlesex were assigned to The King's Own Royal
Regiment as a recruiting area. In 1757 the regiment
(now numbered tlie 4th Foot) formed part of the
gallant garrison of 3,000 men which defended Minorca
against 20,000 Frenchmen from May to July and, when
compelled by starvation to surrender, were permitted
to march out with drums beating, colours flying and
all the honours of war.
The 4th Foot served with distinction throughout
the Napoleonic wars. At the storming of Badajoz,
Private George Hatton of the 4th captured two
Colours belonging to a Hessian regiment in the French
service. Hatton, who bayouetted each of the two
officers acting as Colour Bearers, presented the two
Colours to Lord Wellington on parade and was
promoted for his bravery ; he also received a special
medal from his comrades of The King's Own. The
two captured flags now hang in the Royal Hospital,
Chelsea.
" The fourth o'King's " went to America at the close
of tlie Peninsula War and fought in the action
of Bladensberg, where a small British force (whose
only artillery support consisted of a howitzer and two
threepounders) defeated six thousand American troops
and followed up the victory by making a raid
on Washington, the capital of the United States.
During the Crimean War, Private (afterwards
Sergeant) Thomas Grady of the 4th won the V.C. for
bravery in carrying out repairs to the Lancaster
Battery, iu front of Sevastopol, in full view of the
enemy, and under a heavy fire.
Even when wounded,
he remained at duty, and well deserved the honour of
being among the first recipients of the most coveted
military decoration in the world.
In the Abyssinian Campaign of 1868 the 4th Foot
(newly armed with Snider rifles) proved a sore thorn
in the enemy's side, causing many casualties. The
2nd Battalion fought in the Zulu War. During the
last Boer War, the King's Own (Royal Lancashire
Regiment)—as they had been styled iu 1881—were
especially prominent in the fighting
which led up to
the Relief of Ladysmith. While in India, soon after
wards, the 1st Battalion Royal Lanes, had a
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remarkable run of sporting successes, winning
important trophies for both codes of football (Rugby
and Association) during 1904/5.
Seventyeight Battle Honours and nine V.C.'s have
been awarded to the regiment, which had 16 Battalions
during the Great War. Both the Line Battalions
served at first on the Western Front, but towards the
end of 1915 the 2nd Battalion proceeded to Salonica.
The 2nd (Regular) and 1 /5th (T.F.) Battalions of The
King's Own both formed part of the 28th Division, as
also did the 2nd Buffs. These three battalions were
very closely associated during the fighting
at Ypres
round about St. George's Day, 1915.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle pays a generous tribute
to the gallantry of the " 1st Royal Lanes (Colonel
Jackson)" who (at a later stage in the same battle—
Second Ypres) lived up to the very highest traditions
of the British Army. Sick and giddy with the gas,
fired into from three sides at once, they still stuck
doggedly to their trenches. The Essex stood man
fully beside them, and these two fine battalions held
their places all day, and even made occasional
aggressive efforts to counterattack. At eight in the
evening, when they were ordered to form a new line
five hundred yards in the rear, they came back in
perfect order, bringing their wounded with them."
R. MAURICE HILL.
R o u n d a n d A b o u t — Continued.
There are uo millionaires in it and the sex interest
is very small.
How Hollywood would mangle the
story if Mr. Galsworthy was ever unwise enough to sell
the film rights to them !
Poles apart from " Escape " and yet an excellent
entertainment is " Princess Charming " at The Palace.
Here is a musical comedy ou Viennese lines, brought
up to date by the introduction of a revolution and its
effect on a mythical Ruritanialike Kingdom. There
is more plot than usual, some catchy tunes and some
excellent fooling by W. H. Berry, who seems at last to
have got a funny part again.
¥

*

¥

¥

" PEOPLE."

YOU have all probably, read at least two
of Edgar Wallace's stories. I say
" two " because few can resist the temptation to read
another when one has been sampled. Now the author
of " Sanders of the River," " The Ringer " and " The
Four Just Men," to take three titles at random, has
written his autobiography with the above title. It
is a model autobiography ; brief, unpadded, exciting
and intensely human. In fact just what one would
expect from its author. " From Foundling to Best
Seller " might have served as its subtitle (except that
Edgar Wallace is too unpoinpous a man ever to
perpetrate such an outrage !) Read it, because it is
most entertaining and encouraging.
¥
*
*
*
A
A charabanc party was touring the
PERTINENT Lake district. The conductor was
QUESTION, volubly pointing out places of interest
in the locality. Said he " We are now
passing on our left Lake Derwenter (with dimensions)
and (a little later) ou our right the
Hotel.
" Why ?" asked an unimpressionable passenger, from
the back of the car.

8th Battalion The Buffs.
The fourth reunion Dinner will take place at 7 p.m.
on Saturday, March 26th, at "The Rainbow," Fleet
Street, (opposite Chancery Lane). Tickets 4/6 each,
and full information from Mr. T. G. Scott, 12 Pleasance
Road, Roehampton, S.W. 15.

Round and About.
THE
APPROACH
OE SPRING,

With Christmas a memory, one's
thoughts very naturally turn hopefully
to Spring, whenever and however it
may come. Little facts like having
one's tea by natural light and the retarding of lightiug
up time for vehicles contribute to this. Ihe worst of
the two or three months ahead is the peculiarly
unpleasant prevalence of our old enemy, " flu.
The
epidemics which have been raging on the continent
have reminded us that this yearly visitant has lost few
of its perils. It is easy to rail at physicians for not
having discovered a panacea for it, but since flu
seems to assume a fresh guise with every appearance,
one can feel a little sympathy for doctors and health
bodies iu the problems which confront them annually.
¥
¥
*
*
WINTERThere is apparently a good deal to be
ABROAD? " said against dashing off to the Riviera,
Morocco, Madeira or Switzerland to
escape the rigours of our own climate. One hears daily
of sunseekers who are sneezing and coughing where
the palm trees andsunshine are to be found. At tlie
same time, returned holidaymakers with bronzed
faces and sparkling eyes whet one's appetite for sunny
places. As far as 1 can gather, Algeria is the place to
go to if expense is an object—as it usually is in these
days. Switzerland, that is to say, the Winter Sports,
grows more expensive every year aud the Riviera,
even with an advantageous exchange, does not seem
to be quite a poor man's resort, unless of course, a very
quiet
time will satisfy.
1
¥
*
*
*
A
I heard the other day of a walking club
WALKING
that sounds almost too good to be true.
CLUB.
The club, which is of longstanding,
was founded by a wealthy business man
who collected a few enthusiastic perambulators (in the
pedantic and not iu the nursery sense) for Saturday
afternoon rambles iu the country near London. The
practice is to rendezvous at some London terminus ;
to take train out into the country and then to walk
four or five miles to a prearranged inn for tea. Whole
day walks are indulged in on Bank Holidays and then
dinner is taken as well as tea. in these respects the
club seems to run on normal lines. Where it partakes
of fairy tale is in the respect that all expenses are paid
by the organiser. Railway fares aud meals cost the
members nothing, and, indeed, prizes are given to those
who guess (or draw by lot) the times at which the train
reaches London on the homeward journey.
If the
weather is unpropitious, the party repairs to a theatre
to witness a matinee performance, again at the
organiser's expense. The latter must be a most
enthusiastic perambulator and an unusually benevolent
person. Finally, tlie man who so practically
encourages the greatest exercise in the world in days
when mankind is divisible into two classes (1) motorists
and (2) golfers, is something of a rarity.
¥

*

*

*

Two PLAYS. Undoubtedly one of the outstanding
theatrical successes of last autumn was
Galsworthy's " Escape " at the Ambassadors I heatre.
I saw tlie play not long ago and it was easy to under
stand why it had caught on. The story is intensely
interesting and thrilling. As most people know, it
deals with the escape from Dartmoor of a convict and
his adventures in the country near the prison during
his period of liberty. There are some brilliant pieces
of character writing and acting in it, and tlie ddnoument,
although perhaps disappointing to tenderhearted
playgoers, is extremely artistic and true to life. Suffice
it to say that as it stands " Escape " would not make
a popular film.

THE DRAGON

455

Matters of Interest.

PigSticking In Tangier.

TROOP HORSES FOR POLO.
The use of troop horses for polo by Army Officers,
which may be permitted at the discretion of the General
Officer CommandiuginChief, will be subject iu future
to a payment of £4 for the season where horses are hired
by officers 011 the strength of the unit 011 whose charge
tlie horses are held, and this sum will be due, whether
the horses are used throughout tlie season or not.
When hired by officers not on the strength, tlie charge
for hire at home stations or 011 the Rhine will be 15/
a month or portion of a month, and in Egypt 10/ a
month or portion of a month.

BY A BEGINNER.
T was a glorious day as we started out in our car
from the Legation to the meet, which took place
about twelve miles outside Tangier, on the Atlantic
coast.
On arrival we saw a long line of horses drawn up,
each with his spectacular groom, dressed in a red
military coat, blue plus fours aud a tarbusli sur
mounting all. These horses turned out to be the
French Tabor horses, which belong to the cavalry and
are kept in the neutral zone.
I found my horse soon, a white arab with a great
deal of Morroccau strain him who looked at me
with a bloodshot eye iu a way that I cannot explain,
but which made me wish I was a spectator ! Anyhow,
I mounted, and except for an abominable habit of
kicking at every other horse that came near, I was
able to manage alright.
We then cantered off to the starting point, which
was about two miles away, grasping firmly in our right
hands the ' wands of death.' These spears are most
beautifully balanced, having a lead weight on the
buttend to counteract the weight of the blade.
The starting point proved to be a large hill,
upon which all the spectators could sit and watch the
spears and beaters below them. All round the hill
was a sort of scrubland, which is the pigs' home ; this
laud is covered with small, tliiek bushes, which
are nearly all prickly and grow close together. In
amongst these bushes arc fairly large tracts of open
country into which the boar is driven.
O11 one side of tlie bill there is a large marsh, or
lake, about a foot deep, with a hard bottom ; when
the pig is driven into this it is nearly certain to be its
end. The Arab beaters and dogs are really excellent
aud get the pigs 011 the move very quickly. When a
pig is sighted, the beaters let off a gun, and when it is
on the run, point out the direction.
The first beat we did was a long one, and we were
all placed in groups of three or four, well hidden, in a
kind of semicircle round the area in which the pig
was most Likely to break out. We waited about three
quarters of an hour, receiving several reports that
the pig was 011 the move; suddenly there were
yells and shrieks and we saw the group ou our left
making straight for us. Then we saw it, a great big
boar, going at a tremendous speed and passing within
fifty yards of us.
Events became rather confused after that ; all
I know was that I went mad, we all went mad ; after
it like a shot, absolutely " all out" over bushes,
through bushes, it did not matter. The fellow iu front
of me went flying head first into a bush, but there was
110 time to be lost ; we could see the pig just in frout.
Suddenly it turned and I found myself within five
yards, but it was not to be ; it darted into an impene
trable thicket and was lost.
Eventually, having given us some excellent runs,
it was beaten out and killed after a most exciting chase
into the middle of the lake. It was very nimble indeed
and only about tlie sixth fellow to ride up actually got
the first spear in.
Pigsticking is a really firstclass sport, testing one's
skill as a rider to the utmost. It is really thrilling to
see the pig rushing along in front, and to feel that one
is overtaking it, and to know that the odds are very
much against one.
I have now been out twice, having been in at two
kills and although not first spear, 1 do not feel so lost
as I did at first.
H. DE L. WALTERS.

MILITARY DRESS.
It is stated in an Army Cotuicil Instruction that the
universal pattern drab greatcoat, introduced iu 1920,
will now be worn by all officers in service dress uniform
including General Officers, Substantive Colonels and
officers of Household Cavalry and Foot Guards, aud
that the Atholl grey greatcoat previously authorised
for these three ranks of officers will be reserved for wear
by them 011 occasions other than when service dress is
THE KING'S MEDAL.
The Arui}' Council has decided that when ribands
are worn in undress and service uniform, the grant of
a second or further ela.sp to the King's Medal will be
denoted by the wearing 011 the riband of a small silver
rose, one 01 more such emblems to be worn according
to the number of clasps awarded.
TERRITORIAL ARMY COMMISSIONS.
Examination Requirements.
It has been decided that all officers granted
commissions in the Territorial Army either on their
service qualifications in the ranks as provided in the
T.A. Regulations, or under those provisions iu the
Regulations which enable candidates with 110 previous
military qualifications to obtain commissions, will be
required to pass the examination for Certificate "A"
O.T.C. at the earliest opportunity, and, in any event,
within three years of being commissioned. An officer
who has been granted a commission 011 his undertaking
to pass the examination within three years, will not be
allowed to remain in the T.A. unless he obtains the
certificate within that period. From 1st January,
1927, a second lieutenant will not be promoted
lieutenant unless he is in possession of the certificate,
except in the case of those officers commissioned 011
their overseas service during the War.
An officer in possession of Certificate "A" of one
branch of the service will be permitted, 011 joining
another branch, to convert his certificate by taking up
only those portions applicable to the new branch which
are not common to the two branches. For example,
an officer in possession of Certificate "A" (Infantry)
before being cotfcidered as qualified for promotion to
the rank of lieutenant in the R.A., will be required to
pass iu Part I. (practical) and the second paper of Part
II. (written) of the examination for Certificate "A'
(Artillery).

W

The Buffs Golfing Society.

ILE those members of the Society who
have not returned the cards sent out
about two months ago asking for changes of
addresses, etc., kindly do so as soon as
possible.

J
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THE BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).
Home Counties Area.
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
" Veteri Frondcscit Honore."
"Blenheim." " Ramillies," " Oudenarde," " Malplaquet," "Dettingen," " Guadaloupe, 1759," "Douro," " Talavera," " Mbuhera," " Vittorja,"
"Pyrenees," "Nivelle," "Nive," " Orthes," "Toulouse," " Peninsular," " Punniar," "Sevastopol," "Taku Forts,
South Africa, 1B7»,
" Chitral," " Relief of Kimberley," " Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002."
„
„
The Great War—16 Battalions.—" Aisne, 1914," " Armentieres, 1914," "Ypres, 1915, '17," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien,
Frezenberg,
" Bellewaarde." " Hooge, 1915," " Loos," "Somme, 1916,'18," " Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," "Pozieres," " Flers
Courcelette," " Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre, Heights,''Ancre, 1916, *18," "Arras, '1917," "Scarpe, 1917," " Messiues, 1917,'^
"Pilckem," " Passchendaele," "Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Avre," " Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Bpehy,
"St. Ouentin Canal," " Selle," "Sambre," "France and Flanders, 191418," "Struma," "Doiran, 1918," "Macedonia, 191518," " Gaza,^
" Jerusalem," " Tell Asur," " Palestine, 191718," " Aden," " Tigris, 1916," " Kut al Amara, 1917," " Baghdad," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Dragon," Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association of the Bufis, Depot, The Bufis, Canterbury.

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet.
Gibraltar [for Bareilly).
Aldershot.
Canterbury.

1st Bn. (3rd Foot)
2nd „
„ ..
Depot

Facings—Buff.
3rd Bn. (East Kent Mila.)
Record Office

Canterbury.
,
Hounslow.

Territorial Army Battalion, 4th Bn., Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury.

Allied Regiment of Canadian Militia.

Toronto, Ontario.

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
ColonelinChief
Colonel
Officer Commanding Depot
1st and 2nd Battalions
(Regular).
Lt.Colonels. (2)
1 Power, R.E., D.S.O.
27/4/23
3/6/19
2 Lucas, L. W., D.S.O.,
M.C.
1/11/26
1/1/19
Majors. (8)
2 Smith, L. H. 1/9/15
1 Crookenden, J.,
D.S.O.
8/1/16
Lee, G., D.S.O..M.C.,
w.i.
11/12/16
d. 2 Jackson, J. V. R.
18/1/17
Thewles, H. A.,
D.S.O., W.i. 15/2/17
bt. U.col.
3/6/18
1 Hart, N. S., 27/8/24
2 Scarlett, Hon. P. G.,
M.C., p.s.c. 1/11/24
3/6/17
s. Thomson, A. B.,
M.B.E., p.s.c.
1/11/26
Captains. (14)
2 Field, C.S., O.B.E.
10/5/15
s. Allen, J. F. W.,
M.C.,p.s.c. 29/5/15
2 Hamilton, G. F.,
M.C., Adjt. 29/5/15
2 Morgan, H. de R.,
D.S.O., f.s. 4/8/15
Stronge, H. C. T.,
D.S.O., M.C. [/] s.c.s.
16/9/15
1 Peareth,A. J. 7/10/15
1 Wfffcins, D. A.,
M.B.B., Adjt.lfll/iS
2 Morley, H. C. C.
23/12/15
2 Howe, G. R. 30/12/15
2 Causton, L F, M.C.
10/3/16
s. Whitaker, F., M.C.
2/9/16
bt. maj.
1/1/23
2 Allen, E. H. 13/9/16
d. 2 Rice. N. D.
1/1/17

His Majesty, Christian X., King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.
Paget, Gen. Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur H., G.C.B., K.C.V.O., ret. pay [R]
Jackson, Major J. V. R., The Bufis
c.o. Haymen, E. W. P.
1/1/17
c.o. Backhouse, E.
3/12/21
d. 1 Watson, R. M. [i]
(s.c.)
14/3/22
1 Essell, L M. S. 14/3/22
1 Tuke, R. J. 22/11/24
t. HammondDavies,
B.E., M.C. 22/11/24
Webster, R. W. M.,
w.i.
4/5/25
Sandilan&s, R. B.,
M.C., s.f.
4/5/25
s.Keble.T.H. 11/5/25
1 Wood, C. J.,
M.C. '
11/5/25
2 Griffith, W.B.11/5/25
1 Wale, N. G. 11/5/25
1 Marshall, F. A. J. E,
D.S.O., M.B.E.,
M.C.
17/9/25
1 Willows, J. R.21/9/25
Subalterns (34).
Lieutenants.
1 Wilson, C. E, M.B.E.
16/9/16
1 Reid, T. R., Af.C.
1/7/17
d. Knight. C.R.B. 1/7/17
Hall, E. F., M.C.,
[1] s.c.s.
1/7/17
a.m.Lloyd, C.
7/10/17
2 Turner, A. F. St. A.
19/1/18
c.o. Robertson, H. P. P.
19/1/18
1 Fox, P. R. H., M.C.
20/1/18
c.o. Barry, E.
7/2/18
2 Brown, G. C. M.,
M.C.
19/5/18
c.o. Chester, J.
21/9/18
c.o. Rowe, W. H. 12/3/19
1 Hendin, D. W., M.C.,
28/5/19
2 Lister, D. S., M.C.
21/6/19
2 Symonds,H.F.G.d*A.
21/6/19
c.o. Mitchell, G. H.
21/6/19
2 Hoare, N. E. 24/10/19
1 Rose.A.J.D. 24/10/19

2 FearnsldeSpeed,
A. A. J.N. 24/10/19
1 Sankey, G.E.24/10/19
1 Milton, H. 25/12/19
[2] Penlington, T. N.

3rd Battalion (Militia).
Hon. Colonel.
Brinckman, Sir Theo
dore F., Bt., C.B.
(Hon. Lt.Col. in
Army)
28/6/08
15/7/07

21/2/20

c.o. Cartwright, J. 21/2/20
2 King, J. E. 21/2/20
2 Knocker, H. S.
20/12/20
1 Oliver, G. L. B.
20/12/20
1 Coates, D. C. 16/7/21
1 Spear, T. H. 16/7/21
c.o. Crosier, J. C. T.
16/7/21
2 Cass, W. G., M.B.E.
' 17/12/21
d. 1 Crozier, F. G. 14/7/23
c.o. Mallam, K. M. C.
21/2/20
2 Airy, E. A. 10/7/25
2 Haggard, C. 30/8/25
1 Boucher, V. 27/8/26
1 Williams, J. R. P.
27/8/26
2 Knatchbull, W. D.
30/8/26
2nd Lieutenants.
Bruce, E.P.C. 29/1/25
Botley, J. A. 29/1/25
Nicholson, J.G.3/9/25
LyndenBell,
P. T. G.
3/9/25
1 Walters, H. de L.
3/9/25
1 Dewar, M. P. D.
4/2/26
2 Parry, F.W.B.4/2/26
1 Foster, J. H.N.4/2/26
2
2
2
2

Adjutants.
2 .Hamilton, G. F.,
Af.C., capt. 2/8/25
1 Wilkins, D. A.,
M.B.E., ea/tf.23/8/25
QuarterMasters. (8)
d. 2 Corney, A., M.B.E.
30/12/15
capt.
30/12/18
1 Andrews, A. W.,
D.C.M., It. 25/6/23
2 Dare. P., It.
9/9/26

Major.
Ward, H. E., O.B.E.
(Hon. 2nd Lt. in
Army)
22/5/15
Captains.
SilverwoodCope, A.JL.
M.B.E.
27/1/16
Jackson, A.R.27/1/16

4th Battalion
(Territorial).
Drill Hall, St. Peter's
Lane, Canterbury.
Hon. Colonel.
Goschen, The Visct.,
G.C.I.E.,
C.B.E.,
V.D.
13/10/23
Lt.Colonel.
t.a. Burns, E. B. 20/3/24
Major.
Collard, B. S. 14/1/25
Captaitis.
Smith, H. L. 4/1/21
V.C. Dean, D. J., 27/7/21
Witts, C.S.F. 28/7/21
Coote, D. V. 13/1/24
Bacon, G. D., M.C.
Hardcastle, A. E. L
23/7/26
29/7/20

.

Lieutenants.
Sherwood, J. 1/5/19
Brooke C. H. M.
21/6/19
Moss. J.
16/10/22

12/5/14
6/11/14
11/3/25
Turner, A. J. 20/7/23
Poile, R. S. 21/7/23
James, W. E. C.
1/3/24
Hewitt, M. B. 2/3/24
Warner, G. R. 7/4/26
28/9/18
2nd Lieutenants.
Collins, LJ. 1/12/24
Iggulden, D. P.
12/3/25
Mount, G. H. 27/9/25
Parish, E. G. 28/9/25
Cheney, R.J. 9/6/26
Rickards, W. J.
28/7/26
Adjutant.
HammondDavies,
B.E., M.C., Capt.
The Bufis 14/12/23
QuarterMaster.
Keeler, F. H.,
capt.
25/1/13
Uniform—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.
Cadet Units Affiliated.
Depot, Royal1 Marine
M
C. Corps.
Kent College C. Corps.
Simon Langton School
C. Corps.

Supplementary Reserve
Category B.
Lieutenant.
Findlay, W. R.
13/1/24
28/8/25
2nd Lieutenants.
Smith, D. W. R.
10/12/24
Gordon, C. A. R.
Reith. A. J. 15/12^26
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The 1st Battalion.

T

HE
a n d

most

surprising

u n e x p e c t e d

event in Gibraltar during
the past month has been
the sudden move of the
2nd Battalion, The Suffolk
Regiment, to Hong Kong.
It seems only a few months
ago that this battalion
relieved their other one,
and everyone expected the
2nd Battalion would be
here at least another two
years. But certainty of
tenure is never sure in
Gibraltar, for the most
distant trouble in the world may be the cause
of uprooting a battalion. Just before Xmas
they received orders to proceed in a fortnight's
time, and so, on the ,31st December, the
greater part sailed in a specially prepared
ship. It seems almost needless to say we were
extremely sony to see them go, for we have
soldiered with the Suffolks for nearly three
years on the Rock. As is only right, we have
been keen rivals with both battalions and
have played many a hardfought game on the
cricket field or football ground—and in other
spheres as well. We have been very good
friends and only hope that one of these days
we may have the good fortune to serve once
again with one battalion or the other. As no
other regiment took their place, a great many
extra duties have fallen on our shoulders and
"C" Company has moved down to North
Front, where they are on Detachment. As
everyone knows, we shall not be here very
much longer there is no need to say anything
about our approaching departure, for that
would be encroaching on next month's cop3'.
Christmas was kept in the usual time
honoured fashion—groaning boards, plates
heaped high with enormous helpings of roast
pork or turkey, foaming flagons and the
resulting train of thick heads in the morning.
The Colonel visited each Company in turn
and wished them a merry Christmas and Good
Luck for the coming year, and took the
opportunity to remark on the great regret he
felt that this was to be his last Christmas in
the Regiment after some thirtythree. It is
always difficult to express regret in words, so
perhaps the best way to show ours is to say we
only wish our Colonel had another thirtythree
more years to serve with us !

On December 31st the Sergeants held their
Farewell Dance in the Gymnasium. This was
a tremendous success and very well attended.
During the evening H.E. The Governor. Sir
Charles Munro, and Lady Munro honoured the
gathering with their presence. More about
this function can be found in the Sergeants'
Mess Notes.
Hunting this year has been extremely
disappointing.
Two
misfortunes
have
attended the hunt.
Firstly the very
inadequate amount of rain, and secondly, the
whim of a person who has bought a large area
of the Cork Woods and put it out of bounds
to the hunt. As this included some of our
very best country, the blow to sport needs no
emphasis. We only hope that this new owner
will some day realise what damage he is doing
to a noble sport and soon raise his interdict.
On one occasion quite recently a very good
and fast run when hounds stood a very good
chance of killing their customer was entirely
ruined by the fox crossing into the forbidden
zone. To see hounds whipped off at such a
time is enough to make a keen foxhunter
vomit, bum his boots and his Beckford, sell
his horses and take to careering about the
roads in a mechanical sardine tin—a danger
and a pest to everyone. As for the weather,
well everyone always talks about that, so it
is best to leave it alone here. But there is
one thing certain : no hounds on earth can
hunt in bone dry country with the sun beating
down as on a midsummer's day. No, what
we want are some nice soft daj's, as they say
in Ireland ; an overcast sky, wellstopped
earths and a good stout old dogfox. May we
get these ideal conditions before we go !
There is just time to mention the Annual
Harris Shield Boxing Competition which took
place on the 10th and 11th January. The
boxing on the whole reached a fairly good
standard, but many fights are lost for two
reasons : firstly, many competitors completely
forget to guard themselves and so get felled by
some random blow that should" easily be
stopped ; and secondly, very few seem to
realise the deadly effect of a good, straight
left. This is always a scoring shot and would
reverse many a decision. The final
result
showed "B" Company to be the winners with
the good lead of 34 points, while "C" was
second with 28. A fuller account of this will
appear in next month's Dragon if our boxing
correspondent comes up to scratch.
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We are all very pleased to see Captains
Hamilton and Howe from the 2nd Battalion,
who have come out here on a busman s
holiday. Such visits as these do a great deal
to foster a good understanding between the
two battalions so we hope these two officers
will enjoy themselves here and report favourably
on us when they return.
Major Hart recently delivered an extremely
interesting lecture in the Garrison Recreation
Rooms before the Officers and the Sergeants
of the Garrison. The subject of his lecture
was the advance from the Gaza Beersheba
line by the British Army in September, 1917,
and the subsequent capture of Jerusalem from
the Turks. He clearly and vividly portrayed
the difficulties and adventures of Lord
Allenby's army and illustrated his lecture
with a series of most excellent lantern slides
made from photographs taken by himself
during his recent sojourn in Palestine whilst
attached as a Staff Officer to the Royal Air
Force. A striking point in these photographs
was the featuring—as the cinemas say of
his faithful retainer and boon companion that
pseudobulldog, Pogo. Dear old Pogo ; that
canine tourist and archhumbug. Wag what
you can of your abbreviated tail, my hero, for
you have been immortalised on the screen,
and bid fair to rival your opposite number in
fame, Felix the Cat !
Families Christmas Tree Party.
The Annual Christmas Tree Party for tlie Families
was held in the Garrison Gymnasium on Thursday,
23rd December, 1926, commencing at 4 p.m. Over
200 odd sat down to a beautifully laid table witli plenty
of Christmas fare.
As of former years, tlie ladies of tlie Battalion, ably
led by Mrs. Power, kindly added tlie finishing touches
to the show by beautifying and decorating tlie tree
during the morning. This year the Royal Engineers
had already arranged the fancy electric lighting, which
permitted "the decorations and presents being tied on
the tree without continual interference.
Major Crookenden was very pleased as P.R.I, to
assist financially, and spent quite a lot of money on the
entertainment.
Wives (and daughters over 14 years of age) received
beautiful presents and the children suitable toys.
These were selected from John Barkers, Ltd., Kensing
ton, by Major F. W. Tomlinson and Mrs. Goft. Their
kindness in giving up their leisure to look after our
interests is very much appreciated.
To break away from old time custom, officers and
their ladies were given presents. These consisted of
toys, which caused great amusement when their names
were called out to receive their gift. I think I am right
in mentioning the Colonel received a stocking and
Mrs. Power a velvet fairy ; Major Hart, a trumpet ;
Captain Wilkins, a box of soldiers ; Mr. Boucher, a
Bonzo ; Captain Wood, an effigy of an Inspector of
Bureau, Mr. Reid a wooden dog, with the name of
" Ashford Peter " tied on it and Captain Peareth
a " Flash." These were only a few which added to
the merriment of the afternoon.

Mr. Milton played the part of Father Christmas and
so successfully did he play it that the majority present
were unable to identify him ! The writer was puzzled
for a few moments till one of Father Christmas s socks
came down, when his red identity disc was attached.
Carnival novelties were in plenty and everyone had at
least two or three. One little mite observed the
Colonel and Mr. Boucher with large paper spectacles
on and yelled " Look at those two Yankees." I lie
whole afternoon was spent in fun, frolic and joy and
before the end came, the party could be termed
"Christmas Revels." It was a very happy event
and brought back memories of one's childhood days.
Great credit is due to Mrs. Power, who so kindly
gave her valuable time and help to ensure success ;
also to S.M. Farrow, for his untiring efforts in
preparing the Gymnasium in spite of many difficulties.
One greatly missed the presence of Colonel and Mrs.
Lucas who were always amongst us during these
festivities. I venture to suggest they were busy at
a similar entertainment in the 2nd Battalion.
We now look forward to the move to Bareilly.
Some of the ladies are rather disturbed about the
housing question since tentage is preferable and is to
be occupied by the majority of families. Of course in
India one cannot expect the sugar stick at both ends.
We welcome to our midst Major and Mrs. Howard
Smith, of whom we have heard nothing but praise.
S.B.
Sergeants' Mess.
Now that we are just recovering from our Christmas
and New Year celebrations we find the time has again
arrived for an account of our doings for last month.
We have had quite a busy time of it, and I really think
everyone is pleased that the festive season is over.
Our Rifle and Revolver shooting has in no way
been neglected, for in December we fired the November
and December Spoons. Unfortunately, owing to time
the shoot was not completed and now, owing to the
move to India, it is unlikely that it will be while we are
in this station. However, now that our Rifle Club is
on a sound footing and under the able management of
C.S.M. Ransley we are quite certain it will be completed
as soon as possible.
The members of the Revolver Club are to be
congratulated on tlie Club success and also on our own
improvement in shooting. On the 8th Decembei
another Spoon Shoot was held on the Dock Y ard
Range, when the Silver Spoon was won on the handi
cap by C.S.M. Farrow. Another shoot was held on the
22nd December, on which occasion Sgt. Foote was the
lucky winner. In this Shoot, the competition was
keener on account of Lieut. C. E Wilson, M.B.E.,
presenting a Spoon to the highest scorer, irrespective
of handicap. Sgt. Foote was the winner after a tie
shoot with Arm. StaffSgt. Hailstone, R.A.O.C., making
a brilliant 27 out of 35 at ten yards. Lieut. Wilson
takes a great interest in the Sergeants' Revolver Club
and is himself among the best shots in the Battalion.
Shoot, December 8th.
Shoot, December Thid.
L/Sgt. Parks
23 Sgt. Holman
... 30
Sgt. Robinson
... 61 Sgt. Foote ...
... 51
Sgt. Cross
...
... 37 Sgt. Robinson
... 12
Sgt. Foote
64 Sgt. Parks
16
Sgt. Holman
56 Sgt. Larkin
17
Sgt. Crump
22 Sgt. Watson
... 46
C.S.M. Farrow
... 67 Sgt. Beasley
... 27
Sgt Beasley
35 Sgt. Cross
26
Sgt. Osbourne
... 24 S/Sgt. Hailstone
... ol
Sgt. Larkin
49 R.S.M. Martin
... 30
Sgt. Watson
56 Sgt. Green
20
R.S.M. Martin
... 60 /Sgt. Foote ... "l Tie o4
\S/Sgt. Hailstone/ snoot 48
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Christmas Day at Gibraltar was celebrated as
Christmas Days usually arc, and no doubt, Mr. Editor,
you will receive some good accounts from the
Companies, so I will not write much about it. "D"
Company should be congratulated on their very finely
decorated Mess Room, quite the best we have seen for
a long time.
Having so few members in the Mess who have
escaped the matrimonial net, tilings were rather quiet
as far as the Sergeants were concerned. Those of us,
however, who still enjoy single bliss, had quite a good
time, having our Christinas Day ou Sunday, the 26th.
Sgt. Gibson, who is our Caterer, provided an
excellent Menu, to which full justice was done.
Oil Wednesday, 29th, the Mess Christmas Tree and
Tea party was held, and once again we have to thank
the ladies for having so generously helped us in the
catering line. All the " goodies " made by them were
given for the tea. This saved us quite a lot of expense.
The following ladies contributed some way or other :—
Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Mould, Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Lane,
Mrs. Cross, Mrs. Morgan, Mrs. Dennis, Mrs. Osbourne
and Mrs. Cox.
Tubby Lane took ou the job of arranging tea and it
was a great success. After the multitude liad been
fed and the tables cleared, our old friend, Father
Christmas appeared from the direction of the Bar
(we do not suggest he actually came from there,
though) and distributed the presents from the
beautifully decorated tree to all tlie kiddies. Musical
Chairs was the next item in which everyone took part,
including the Hombres. We all want to know what
Jack Cross thought of the bottle of Port lie won. But
we will not ask him to say or send it to The Dragon.
The day was concluded by a very pleasant evening
in tlie Mess. It was quite one of the best since the old
Fermoy days. Jollity was the order of the evening and
with alternate songs and dances, closing hour came
far too soon. It is pleasing to note that the vocal
entertainment was not entirely contributed by the
male members, Mesdames Williams and Lane added
greatly to the programme with their delightful songs.
On December 31st our New Year Ball was held in
the Garrison Gymnasium, this also being our farewell
to our very large number of friends in Gibraltar. To
say it was a success is putting it very mildly, for it
really surpassed all expectations. The Gym. was
beautifully decorated with flags and coloured lights and
the Mess Silver occupied a prominent position. C.S.M.
Farrow and Sgt. Burt, who were mainly responsible for
the decorating, are to be congratulated on tlieir success.
Again the ladies helped us in the catering line and with
their assistance we were able to provide ample refresh
ments for the 400 guests. H.E. The Governor and
CommanderinChief, General Sir C. C. Monro, Bt.,
G.C.B., G.C.S.I., G.C.M.G., and the Hon. Lady Monro,
D.B.E., honoured us by their presence, arriving about
10 p.m. His Excellency stayed until just before 12,
when he was obliged to go in order to make his
customary speech from Government House at midnight.
Among our other distinguished guests was Colonel on
the Staff C. W. Scott, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O., and
Mrs. Scott, Colonel and Mrs. Power and several other
senior officers. At midnight, the bell chimed twelve
and everyone joined hands and sang " Auld Lang
Syne," dancing continuing until 3 a.m., when we closed
down what will iu all probability be our last dance iii
Gibraltar ; and happy memories will go with us.
There will not be much time for entertainments this
montli, owing to the forthcoming move.

" C " Company.
Hello ! Flello ! Hello ! is that No. 7 speaking ?
Can I speak to Captain Tuke ? Our skipper is a very
busy man nowadays, as the Company are snugly
stowed away at North Front Hutments, and having
a splendid and cushy ? time. We took over the Hut
ments from "A" and "B" Coys., Suffolks, who have
departed for China, and have been busy straightening
the place up. We have been here a week now and it
is not such a bad place ; a welcome change from Case
mates, but everyone's thoughts keep wandering to
India for another month will see the Buffs away to
those eastern climes. Three and a half years on the
rock makes life rather monotonous. We have now
spent our last Christmas on the rock and everyone had
a jolly good time and enjoyed themselves ; trust the
boys of "C" for that. There were bags of the usual
good things, and last, but not least, plenty of beer,
etc., and everyone was sorry when it was all over ;
still, all good things come to an end, don't they ? And
say. Editor, isn't this Company just grand in the sports
line ! J u.st cast your eye on the Sporting Column and
you will be able to read something worth reading.
The Harris Shield Boxing takes place on Monday, the
10th, and of course we shall walk away with it. Easy
things, we are, peasy kids ; if you do not believe me,
ask Uncle Roliin. (For tlie love of mike, sock him ;
hit him Smithy !).
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it right that the Quarter bloke is being
issued with a motor bikeand spurs ?
Is it true that men came from Monkeys ? (Ask
Rose).
What does the cry mean " What is on the line ?"
Is .Scraggy challenging the Rock Billiard Champion
next week ?
What is the usual time for bathing at North Front ?
Is it at 8 p.m. (Ask Lac and Agri).
What is the meaning of night prowling ? Do
some of the old hands know what it means ?
COMPANY'S FOOTRAIJ, NOTES.
The first eleven has not played many games during
the last mouth, but those we have, we have played
very well, and would have done even better if it liad
been possible to play the full Company team in each
match. However, owing to two of our star players
being on the sick list, the team has had to be shuffled
about a bit, and some of tlie promising reserve talent
tried, with satisfactory results. The most important
matches in which we played were in the Garrison Inter
company Cup Competition. We played "D" Company
on No. I Ground, North Front, in the first round, and
after a very keen and splendid contest, our lads
qualified for the second round by the score of 1—0,
Billy doing the needful with a great shot. We were
very pleased with ourselves as Harris Shield points
were at stake too. "D" Coy. was reckoned to he the
best team in the battalion, but we beat them on merit,
which makes our chances very bright for the football
shield. The game itself was witnessed by many of the
Casemates Detachment, and support and encourage
ment for the rival teams was not lacking. The game
itself was well worth watching, for both teams played
really good football and worked hard till the final
whistle sounded. We had to hang on like grim death
to the lead we secured midway through the second
half. Cpl. Robinson was tried as goalie in place of our
regular keeper, and he played a great game and made
some fine saves. We were drawn against "D" Coy.,
Suffolks, in the second round, but we lost, 1—0, this
time, which was very disappointing, for we were clearly
the better team. Our lads were very unlucky, the
defence playing a splendid game, easily stopping the
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Suffolk attacks^ but our inside forwards had an off day, ' to be the finalists, with 10 Platoon the eventual
and shot poorly. We have played three Harris Shield
winners. 10 Platoon fielded a strong team and won
matches, winning two and drawing the third. We
all their games rather easily .with the fine record of
c
1
seven goals and eight corners for, and two corners
"??" °y —0 : "A" Coy., 2—0 and drew with
15 23 " Coy., 1—1. We were again in fine, form
against. The team was as follows:—goal: Pte.
against "A" Coy. and but for "A" Coy.'s goalie, the
Bowman ; back : Pte. Elliott; half : L/Cpl. Mount;
score would have been higher. The whole team
forwards : Cpl. Ayliffe, Ptes. Burt and Thomson.
combined well and were much superior after the first
COMPANY HOCKEY NOTES.
halfhour. It was a question of time before the goals
At last Hockey has come to stay in the Company
came; and our C.S.M. soon put us one np with a first
and is proving itself as popular as any sport. No doubt
timer and then repeated the performance in the second
this sudden change is responsible for the brightening
half, which put us two up, this being the final score.
up of our first team. We have to number our teams
Our team was good fore and aft and the inside forwards
were much better in their shooting than in the previous ' off, now, owing to the influx of prospective players.
As our new candidates are still practising on the
cup match. Our centrehalf played a rousing game,
square the noble art of hitting the ball hard and fast,
and besides greatly helping the defence, gave the
I will pass them by until Burt and Ayliffe have finished
forwards numerous opportunities which they took.
their tuition and. deal with the team that has been
Our next match was against "E 23" Coy., which
doing the damage. Our first game was a friendly,
should have been a win for us, but alas ! we only drew,
against H.M.S. Delphenium on the Naval Ground.
1—1, which'was disappointing after our good form in
The Battalion had previously played them and beaten
the previous matches, but the team was off form and
them, 6—0, so we expected a hard and fast game. We
did everything but.score, but the result might have
were not disappointed, although the score was 11—1
been different if Edwards, Elderkin and Lenton had
in our favour. From the start our team settled down
been fit to play, for our forwards seemed all at sea.
as they have never done before, the backs Burt and
We played "D" Coy., Suffolks, a friendly match on
Robinson proving themselves as sound as a brick wall,
the Little Bay Ground and after a good, sporting game
and the forwards, a nippy lot of lads, ably led by our
we drew 1—1, which was a very creditable performance
C.S.M., were backed up splendidly by Lieut. Williams,
as there were only six first team players on duty, the
our " dark horse " centrehalf. Our next game was
remaining places being filled with reserve talent. The
a Harris Shield event against our old rivals, "D"
team turned out as follows :—goal : Pte. Bowman;
Company. Last year it was "D" or "C" for the

backs: Ptes. Elliott and Tugwell; halves : Ptes.
Hockey Cup, "D" winning after a hard game, 1—0.
Lailey, ; Lenton and Elderkin ; Forwards: Ptes.
We . more than reversed that defeat with our now
Poulter, Crighton, L/Cpl. Williams, Ptes. Channell
inspired team. From start to finish we were all over
and Cresswell. We had the assistance of the wind in
them. Ayliffe put on four goals inside fifteen minutes,
the first half and pressed continuously, the Suffolks
C.S.M. Williams added two and Elliott three.
very rarely getting away from their own half, and were
Robinson, our worthy back, was not with us for this
easily held by our resolute defence. Our goalie had
match and although we missed him. Mount filled the
little to worry abqut, handling the ball about twice in
gap. The hockey team wish you the best of luck,
the first half. We led at" the interval by 1—0, Elliott
" Robbo " on your daring enterprise. Next we played
scoring from a free kick. We also had most of the
"A" in a friendly and ran out winners. Last, but not
play in the second half and our forwards ought to have
least, comes our greatest victory. We were picked to
made the issue safe, but never went all out, owing to
play 11th Battery R.A. in the first round of the
the cup match later between the same teams: The
Governor's Cup. Last year we met the same team in
cross wind was troublesome to our defence in the second
the semifinal; they went on to win the Cup and we
hatf, and our goalie had to keep on the alert as the ball
went to look for new talent. This time we won, 2—0,
did some queer tricks. We held on to our lead
after the keenest struggle "C" has ever taken part in.
till four minutes, front the finish, when the Suffolks
The whole team played splendidly, each man
luckily equalised, one of our backs miskicking, the ball
individually being good. Our team was as follows :—
spinning out of the reach of our goalie, who had no
goal: L/Cpl. Goshall ; backs: L/Cpl. Mount and Pte.
chance to retrieve the disaster.
Burt; halves : Lieuts. Rose and Williams, and L/Cpl.
O'Neill; forwards: L/Cpl. Burtenshaw, Cpl. Ayliffe,
The team who turned out against them in the Inter 
C.S.M. Williams, Pte. Elliott'and Pte. E. Taylor.
Company Cup' was
goal: . Cpl'. Robinson ; backs :
Congratulations to L/Cpl., Coshall, our new goalie.
L/Cpl. Mount and Pte.' Elliott; halves : Ptes. Elder
kin, Lenton and Ash ; forwards :.L/Cpl. Williams, ' Roll on India, and let us get bags of hockey !
.
H.W.A.
Cpl. Ayliffe, Cpl. Hughes, C.S.M. Williams arid L/Cpl.
Bartlett.
The Company danker team have had a full fixture
Machine Gun .Platoon.
list and have played numerous games with our old
Once again we are in the South of South Barracks after firing our
rivals, the Odds and Ends team at Casemates, who
Machine Gun Course at North Front: Our training being nearly at
have always managed to. beat us.by.the odd goal ;.but
an end, we are trying duty, of which there is plenty, owing to there
being so many away on leave, etc., also the mdve of the Suffolks to
everything comes , to those that wait and in our
China. Some say it should have been the BuiTs, but most do not agree.
last game we beat them by 4—1, with the help of three
Let us get on to Christmas which was.very enjoyable. Our Mess room
of our seniors. The team was:—L/Cpl. Coshall, Cpl.
was very well turned out indeed and .won second prize, thanks to the
staff and all that gave a helping hand. The drawings were good and
Ayliffe and L/Cpl. Mount; Ptes. Hook, Bowman arid
the one that struck the " Gunners" most was that of Lieut. Reid
Carlin; Pte. Marshall, L/Cpl. Lailey, Ptes. Baker,
calling " Peter " ; there were several others, at which even the Colonel
Buchanan and Cresswell. The scorers were. Ptes.
and Adjutant smiled. Dinner found us all seated and waiting for
Baker, Bowman, Buchanan and Cresswell? .The Inter
someone to set the ball rolling, during which a toast was given to all
officers of the Company and the N.C.O.'s and men on leave. In the
Platoon Competition of the Casemates Detachment
evening a concert was held, the show being well run. All will agree
took place at North Front on Boxing. Day, each Platoon
the best turn was by Lieut. Reid, M.C.
entering one team only. "D" Coy. took no part' in
On Boxing Day the usual sixaside football took place. We could
only
enter one team, owing to being a bit pushed, but the " Invincible
the Competition as their teams arrived on the ground
Six " did their Platoon justice by getting through to the final, being
too late and were therefore disqualified, which was
then beaten by the odd goal.
unfortunate, as it would have been more .interesting.
We welcome back Cpl. Clover and Cpl. Jarvis and are glad to hear
they did well on the course.
"C" Coy. did very well, as 10 and 12 Platoons proved
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We Rive our best wishes to Lieut Coates on beitiR posted to "B"
Company for duty. We wisli everyone a happy New Year.
As regards sport, "23" Group cannot do much owing to most of
them being on leave, but all try their best. On the 15th, "23" Group
played the CormnranI in the interCompany Cup and were very unlucky
to lose by the odd goal in three. Our team played well, the outstanding
player on the field being Pte. Young, at righthalf, who broke the
attack of the Cormorant at several dangerous moments. Our goal
came from Pte. Bishop who made no mistake.
On the 20th, "23" Group played "C" Company in the Harris Shield.
After a very hard game, in which "C" Company should have won, we
drew 11, Pte. Young being again in the picture and again the goal
came from Pte. Bishop.
At Bavonet Fencing we fared worse. In the first match we lost to
"B" Company, 92, the two winners being Pte. C. Barden and Pte.
Taylor. "C"'Companv had the fight given to them and "A" Company
beat us 9 2, the winners being I./c, Reed and Pte. C. Barden. We lost
to "14" Group, the fight being won by Pte. W. Barden, but the
remainder did not fight.
At Indoor games we are good, for the Drums lost to us at Billiards,
the points being Drums, 618 : Machine Gunners, 759. We shall have
to wait and see how we start the new year.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How is Pie. Betts enjoying his leave and does the coming C.O.M.S.
know anything about him ?
Is it right Lack is farming ?
Does the landlord of Denendou live in the Centre Bunk ?
Can the Band lose ? Ask a " Gunner."
C.E.B.

The Band.
Owing to our worthy " Toby" giving us awfully short notice, the
notes this month will be of a minute nature. We are all now ponder
ing the question deeply as to whether it is the intention to form a mule
section out of our celebrated assembly of musicians, judging from the
amount of really hard work we had to indulge in during the Christmas
Festivities, but we " waded through " with the usual cheerful spirit
that is so predominant among us.
On Christmas Night we gave an Alfresco Concert and Dance which
was attended by 99 per cent, of our married people, also a sprinkling
of civilian friends. Everything "went off" exceptionally well,
especially L/Cpl. Cadman and his Mad Band who provided much
amusement by their most artistic rendering of "Colonel Bogey";
we intend nominating them for Queen's Hall WHEN we return
to England. Several other members gave their services gratis to get
a reallv good programme and things went with a really good swing,
many different forms of " Charleston " being seen during the dancing
and the ladies " took the can back " by being " held up " at the door
when taking their departure, by our " Mystic Queen of the East,
C.S.M. Asyouwere, ably assisted by Curly of W.T. fame. They were
both in possession of a large piece of mistletoe ; we feel fully assured
they had more than their share—of mistletoe.
.
We really must mention a sad accident during our Christmas
preparations : Bdsmn. Weary Clifton, commonly known as " Bolshy
Bill," while trying to reach the culminating point at the top of a ladder,
fell and ractured his radius, and unfortunately he spent Christmas in
" dock " although he was well provided with the good things of the
table by several of our members.
We tender our deep symphony to our committee, L/Cpl. Cross and
Co., who worked really "energetically towards our show when not—
sleeping.

THINGS, WE WANT TO KNOW.

Has Ross been fitted for a new hat yet (size 74) ?
Did FL really think the Mad Band was better than K.H. ?
Can Tom alwavs present us with the price of " Liver " ?
Is it right Boy .Smith ate a turkey or more and nine helpings of
" duff " ?
,
Did Pompev and Charlie find which was hardest, stone or bone I
When is Marsh going to get his third or the first part of his ninth ?
" LITTLE MEEK."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is Spotty 5 J not out ?
What was Neville's New Year Resolution ?
Who is the Charleston King ?
Who sent the old soldier a razor for Christinas, and why I
Why were divorce proceedings stopped ?
Does Tug know why ?
What is a guard like ? Ask Joe or Tabs ?
Is toffee at a premium ? Ask Shandlow 1

" 2

Group," H.Q. Winy.

Once again the various adventures and achievements of the Odds
and Ends arc wortliv of being placed on record. During the month
several of our notabilities have faded away into civil life and we wish
them every success in their new vocation.
.
The one outstanding feature of the month was the winning ot the
South Barracks sixaside football by the " nobody's darlings" (that is
us)
We had two teams entered, but Blower's crowd retired with their
tails down after being beaten by 50 ; they were only sent on to try
the ice. THE team walked over every team they met and strolled
off the winners, in fact they had already arranged as to what they
should do with the 30/ before breakfast that morning. To celebrate
their victory, the team had their photo taken, Blower passing as
trainer and Curlv as linesman, etc. (photo enclosed).
.
The second victory was at pushpice, when we tuned the signals,
beating them 121. Since this match the puslipice board lias dis
appeared ; we stron glv suspect Biddy or Walters of getting in some
quiet snide, both being keen rivals for the championship of the group.
These notes would never be complete without some reference to
the Christmas festivities. Our tame artist (Curly) and Laugdon were
responsible for the libels called cartoons which ornamented the walls.
Several comments were passed about the " Roll on India' and His
Master's voice," we are still trying to puzzle out what these two pictures
reallv did portend.
.
We are glad to sav our messroom took second prize for decorations^,
this only proves the old saying that " too many cooks gather no moss.
During the evening concert our star performer on the Jew s harp, gave
an exhibition of his marvellous powers on this instrument of torture,
assisted bv caustic remarks from Ike and Mike (Biddy and Pearse).
Who said the age of miracles was past ? Why, Walters received
two letters on New Year's Eve, all to himself, but what happened to
his and Lillywhite's bed cots, all over the two letters and was it worth
The mystery as to where "3" Group do their football training has
been solved, Our amateur sleuth strolled into the spare room and
there discovered ball marks on the wall, and a dirty lloor. The hoot
is no longer dirty, as Bray took the can back and was made to scrub
it out. Needless to state, football was not played in the spare room
after that little lot.
RGS

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Where does the jam go to, and does Bimtcr deserve his title ?
Does Davo get excited when playing football ?
;
Would Tiny really reach across the football field if he fell over .
Were Biddv and Co. very snakey on Christmas night ?
Should gramophones be played on Sunday afternoons ?
.
OBSERVER.

Orderly Room Staff.
Having lost Oliver Underwood, or should we say, owing to his being
posted to the Second Battalion, someone else has had to take his place
and fill up the gap.
.
,,
. .
Since the departure of dear Oliver there has been rather a rush ot
work as well as the usual routine, and of course, on the return of different
members of the Staff from furlough each has taken his turn with the
dido, i.e., Liver ? Dear Busier is at present in U.K. on furlough, and
we trusthe has a good lime, but we miss his face, also his mechanical
turn of mind (i.e., making propellers).
.
,,
At the time of going to press we hear that Bill Slielvey is on the
reserve, and we hope he will settle down in his new sphere of life O.K.
Also that dear James has returned to Duty ; gone, but not forgotten.

Signal Section.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

The last month has been full of incidents and duties which has
made the time pass very quickly for us. Duty has been fairly heavy
and in consequence signal training has taken a back seat. In fact
we have hardly had sufficient time or men available for signal work.
Still, perhaps in India it will be better. We hope so in any case.
Football has formed the foundation of the sport this month, and
some very good games have been played. We miss the " Suffolks "
as they "used to give us many splendid matches. Several inter
company and intersection games have been played including such
matches as Darts and PushPice and some dull evenings have in that
manner been made bright. As yet we have not resorted to
strenuous game of HJDO, but perhaps we may in the future.
Christmas was celebrated in the usual maimer and everybody had
a very good time. Judging by. the request for LIVENERS the next day,
it would seem that many had too good a time. The dinner was excellent
and everyone enjoyed it. The waiters were kept busy with the jugs
as a lot of chaps seemed very dry. Christmas next year will see us under
somewhat different surroundings we all hope ; some of us may even be
homeward bound. (Perhaps).

When will dear Willie get his next suit of serge, aud caii Granite
enlighten us ?
„ „ .
Is it true he has left an heirloom to the Staff, i.e., one hat indented
for in the year 1 B.C. ?
Can anyone enlighten us as to the origin of the following blood
curdling cry :—" Who's pinched my wood ?
And did the Provost Sergeant track the Criminal down ?
G.F.C.

" A " Company.
This is a hard life. Here am I just getting over the effects of that
Christmas and New Year feeling when I am promptly reminded by
a kick in the ribs from our C.S.M. that the Editor of The Dragon requires
the " marcoui." To increase my enjoyment he said that I would have
heaps of time for writing because our beds cannot be assembled until
four. (To people uot in the " know," that is four in the afternoons
not morning). Well, I suppose I had better get going with the new,
before they chase my " tots."

463
The usual arrangements for the Christmas festivities were carried
out and I think that everyone will join in with me in thanking the
C.Q.M.S., Cooks and everyone .else concerned, for the excellent dinner
they managed to give us : also to Ptes, Brissenden, Phillips and Co.,
for their help in decorating the dining halls.
A singsong was fixed up for the evening, hut I believe there were
greater attractions in the town.
Col. Power and our Company Officers visited us whilst we were at
dinner and in a few wellchosen words the Colonel told us of his long
connection with "A" Company and how he would soon be leaving the
Regiment. We finished up with giving three hearty cheers and the
singing of " For he's a jolly good fellow."
The Company welcome back from leave in U.K. I.icuts. Wilson
and Foster and trust that they had an enjoyable time.
Mr. Foster must have dug some information out regarding the use
of smoke ; he gave us enough of it on " Windy Flats " ; he thought
he was running a herring factory.
N.C.O.'s Training has just finished and now all the " noncoms."
are walking about with heads like coalboxes. (No offence to one of
the senior N.C.O.'s)
Congratulations to Cpl. Bell and L/c. llodkin on receiving
the highest points in the Panorama sketching competition. (I wonder
where Cpl. Bell got his beer from ; he saw some wonderful sights in
his squares).
We still manage to push ourselves forward in the sporting sphere,
and we congratulate Pte. Turner 011 obtaining his position in the
Garrison Football team.
Lt. Spear proves a welcome asset to our bayonetfighting team
and up to the present our position is very satisfactory.
The various results of sport are shewn at the conclusion of these
notes and I think that we can still say that we manage to make ourselves
known.
No doubt these will be the last lot of notes written in Gibraltar
prior to our move to India. Anyway, for the benefit of the lads who
have recently left us I shall publish notes whenever possible, but if
the next lot are due whilst we are at sea, do not expect much from me
because I am easily acquainted with the maldemer.
Well, I must now conclude or else I shall be pushed for that huge
joke known as the weekly kitinspection and in the meantime we must
dream about doing the
" QUARTER GUARD."

COMPANY SPORTS.
BAYONET FENCING.
Company v. "D" Company, in Harris Shield B.F.—Coy. won.
Company v. "K.lI" Company in Harris Shield B.F. Coy. won.
Company v. "E.23" Company in Harris Shield. B.F.—Coy. won.
Company v. "C" Company in Harris Shield B.F.—Coy. won.

FOOTBALL.
Company v. "D" Company in Harris Shield.—"D" Coy. won.
Company v. "C" Company in Harris Shield.—"C" Coy. won.
HOCKEY.
Company v. "14." in Harris Shield.—Draw.

4 1.
20.

11.

COMPANY BAYONET FENCING (HARRIS SHIELD).
Since rendering our usual monthly notes we have completed our
Bayonet Fencing by meeting and defeating "B" Company, who have
held the Cup since we have been in this station.
It was a very close competition, both "A" and "B" having played
four and won four prior to meeting, and as we met 011 three occasions
last year, each registering a win and a draw, it was anticipated that
the result would be very close.
The results of individual fights arc appended below :—
"A" COY.
" B " COY.
L/Cpl. Deverson
beat
Cpl. Butcher ... 3—0
Pte. Roberts
lost to
Pte. Ingram ... 0—3
Cpl. Turner
beat
Pte. Woodliatch
3—0
Pte. Cole
beat
Pie. Porrier
... 3—0
L/c. Priestley
lost to
L/e. Home
... 2—3
Sgt. McLean
beat
Cpl. Richardson
3—2
Lieut. Spear
beat
Sgt. Osborne ... 3—1
Pte. Turner
lost to
L/c. Foreman ... 2—3
Sgt. Cross
lost to
Pte. Flisher
... 2—3
L/c. Hodkin
lost to
Pte. Taylor
... 2—3
L/c. Gudgion
beat
Cpl. Godfrey ... 3—1
"A" Company, 6 wins ; "B" Company, 5 wins.
The result of the above fight gives "A" Company a lead of one
point iu the Harris Shield, the points to date being
"A" Companv,
14J, and "B," 134.

" B " Company.
It is useless to relate all that happened during Christmas and the
New Year. Everyone in the Company thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Pte. Humbles would make a very good lady, but he really ought to have
a much sweeter face, anyway, he caused quite a good deal of fun.

COMPANY BAYONET FIGHTING.
During the mouth of December we met "E.23" and beat them by
eight fights to three. We also met "F," Company, but were defeated
after a very close fight;
result;—65.

COMPANY FOOTBALL (HARRIS SHIELD).
We met "E.14" 011 the 6th instant and won 40, and also beat
"E.23" Company by four goals to nil

WINNERS, sixaside Football.
" 3 Group " H.Q. Wing.
Two matches for the InterCompany Cup (Governor's) were played.
We drew against the I,ocal Defence Force, I 1. The replay was a
surprise, we winning 21.
We also lost to the lltli Battery Artillery, 32, although at half
time the score was even, 11.
We have been very successful up to now with regard to football.
At present the .McDouall Shield is being played for and a good deal of
excitement is shewing itself.
We must congratulate Sgt. Clayton on his promotion to Company
QuartermasterSergeant, and we also welcome Sgt. Beasley who is
acting as C.S.M.
F.T.B.

" D " Company.
During the past month Sport has been going in great favour for the
Company.
We must congratulate our CrossCountry running team ou winning
the Cup, and also Pte. Olivers on being first man home. (Good old
Tommy).

BAYONET FIGHTING.

We have fought four and won two, the results being :—
"D," 6 fights v. "C," 5 fights ; "D," 5 fights v. "A," 6 fights;
"D," 8 fights v. "E.I4" 3 lights ; "D," 4 fights v. "B," 7 fights.

COMPANY FOOTBALL (HARRIS SHIELD).
We have played five and won 4, the results being :—
"D," 0 v. "C," 1 ; "D," 3 v. "B," 1 ; "D," 3 v. "E.23," 0 ; "D,"
I v. "E.14," 0 ; "D," 4 v. "A," 1.
Our goal scorers were :—Pte. Batstone, 5 ; Pte. Long, 4 ; Pte.
Bourn, 1 and Pte. R. King, 1.

HOCKEY.
Hockey is not so good as expected, for we have lost 2 games
and won 1, the results being :—
FRIENDLY :—"D," 6 v. "B," 0 (Mr. Fox scoring all six).
HARRIS SHIELD :—"D," 0 v. "C," 9.
INTERCOMPANY CUP :—"D," 3 v. "R.A.," 8.
We hope to do better with the future matches.
We were very sorry to lose some of the old hands, and we hope
that they had as good a Christmas as those that were left behind at
Gibraltar.
We must congratulate the C.Q.M.S. on the Christmas Dinner for
which he catered. The Menu was as follows :—
Roast Beef.
Roast Pork.
Roast Turkey.
Roast and Boiled Potatoes.
Cabbage.
Peas,
and
Tomato Sauce.
SWEETS.
Custard and Christmas Pudding.
Apples, Oranges and Nuts.
Minerals, etc.
Lemonade.
Beer,
and
Cigarettes.
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The 2nd Battalion.
T BELIEVE it is a
1
principle
generally
accepted by psychologists
that a person will often
imagine a certain picture
whenever he sees or hears
a particular word.
The
association of words with
mental images, is, I am
< told, the correct term for
this phenomenon.
Thus,
for me, the word " Editor "
has always conjured up the
vision of a large, well
nourished individual, cigar
in mouth and bald of head,
seated at a huge kneehole desk. In his right
hand, a giant pencil—red at one end, blue at
the other—is driven unceasingly and un
mercifully over page after page of manuscript
brought in by relays of. chubbyfaced and
perspiring officeboys. Finally, beneath an
ever eager left hand, gapes a receptacle for
those scripts which the terrible pencil either
mutilates beyond recognition, or does not
deign to touch.
That was the Editor of my fancy. The
subEditor was similar ; balder perhaps, but
a trifle thinner, and the editorial cigar replaced
by a cigarette.
1st Battalion—Continued.
Our best congratulations are due to Pte. James and his Staff on the
way in which they decorated the mess room, and on winning the First
Prize of £3.

During the Christmas Dinner, the Commanding Officer came round
and wished all ranks of "D" Company a hearty and happy Christmas
and prosperous New Year. We are sorry to lose him, as he will be
greatly missed by all ranks of the Company and the Battalion.
Christmas this year was somewhat different to other years for there
were no decorations damaged, and everybody kept themselves in good
order..
On Christmas night the Company held their annual concert which
went off with flying colours. Mr. Fox and Mr. Boucher gave two
excellent turns respectively.

PROGRAMME.
IMPERSONATION (George Robey)
...
MR. FOX
SONG ...
...
" Any Ice today, Lady " ...
MR. BOUCHER
BANJO SELECTION
SWORD SWINGING
SONG ...
...
SKETCH
SONG
SKETCH

BANJO KING," PRICE
C.Q.M.S. PRATT
...
...PTE. BARTON
PTES. PRICE, CLIFTON & PRIOR
"

..." Cockadoodledo"

 INTERVAL.

" Driven from Home "

Mrs. Squibbs
Mr. Squibbs
Master Squibbs (Muscles)
George Washington
Detective

GOD SAVE THE KING.

MRS. CURTIS
PTE. J. C. JAMES
PTE. P. REDMAN
PTE. F. BARTON
...
PTE. G. PRICE
PTE. E. FRANKLIN

...

We were sorry that Captain Marshall was unable to be present at
Christmas owing to his being on a short course in the United Kingdom.
We left the decorations up and held another concert in his favour.
We were sorry he had to go early because of the Sergeants' Dance held
at the Garrison Gymnasium.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Has muscles got a rubber face ?
Who beat the world's weight lifter ? Was it Frank ?
Do the Girls love a sailor ? Ask Jimmy?
Who was it who thought he put the paint on upside down ?
Smiggles.
Did Lippy get flustered over his portrait ?
Has Patsey got a midnight Patrol ?

Ask

But now that vision has vanished for ever.
Yesterday I visited our subEditor of The
Dragon, at present languishing in hospital.
Politely, I enquired after his health. Stupidly,
if I could do anything for him
I am
now subEditor. My duties were curtly
explained as follows :—
(1) Collect Sergeants' and Corporals' Mess
and Company, etc., Notes.
(2) Get someone to write an editorial.
(3) Send off the lot to the Editor.
Now I know what a subEditor really is !
But I much prefer my fancy with his red and
blue pencil and his flat topped desk,
My first and third duties were compara
tively simplefor my second, force of
circumstances compelled me to fall back on
myself. So I ask all readers to excuse the
shortcomings and lack of news in these notes.
Christmas is now, for most of us, a happy
but hectic, memory. This is no place to
attempt to describe the celebrations and
festivities that occurred on, or more
accurately, about, December 25th; they are
far more graphically penned in the notes of
the Sergeants' Mess. .
On January 21st, Major Howard Smith
sailed for Gibraltar. The Tuesday before he
went, we bade him " Goodbye " in the officers'
mess. Though he was more successful than
Colonel Kennedy in driving his car away
intact, yet the residents in the Queen's Hotel
must have been mildly annoyed to be
awakened by a discordant rendering of " Auld
Lang Syne" beneath their windows in the
early hours of Wednesday morning! Sorry
as we all are to lose Major Howard Smith, we
are glad to know he is going to command the
1st Battalion and we wish both him and Mrs.
Howard Smith every success and happiness
in India.
An account of Lieut. Haggard's wedding
appears on another page, but we must take
this opportunity to offer him and Mrs.
Haggard our heartiest congratulations and
best wishes.
From the point of view of the various
sports, the month has been singularly
uninteresting. Apart from a few football
matches and some individual efforts in the
Command CrossCountry Running Club, games
seem to have been somewhat neglected. A
cynic might attribute this to the aftermath of
Christmas, but while this is perhaps, partly
the case, the main reason is the fact that the
greater part of the battalion has been away
on leave.
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Other events and activities during the
past month will^be^ found in&tlie various
Company notes. The real subEditor will,
we _ hope, be ablest o resume his duties next
month, and will, doubtless, fill
in for
his readers the gaps in the month's records so
hardly transcribed above by his incompetent
substitute.
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS TREE.
The children's Christmas tree took place on the
27th and was an even greater success than in previous
years. The Marlboro Tines Theatre was borrowed
for the occasion and under the clever hands of Sgt.
Dmr. O'Dell and Sgt. Barsotti, was made to look like
Fairyland. All the families gathered there at 3.30
p.m. and sat down to a wonderful tea, laid out by the
W.A.A.F.I. Very soon crackers were being pulled in
all directions by the kiddies, amidst shrieks of delight.
After tea they were ushered into another room to
witness a conjuring, and Punch and Judy Show. I do
not know who enjoyed it most—the grownups or the
children, judging by the laughter. While this was
going on, willing hands were clearing the Theatre of
tables, etc., ready for the children to play games. At
the finish of the Punch and Judy Show they all filed
back into the Theatre and children's games were very
soon in full swing. Suddenly a shout was raised—
"Oh! Father Christmas!" and low and behold that
gentleman appeared. There was a pause of astonish
ment, and then lie was quickly surrounded by a swarm
of children, who were very soon dancing about with
new toys, balloons and sweets. All at once the lights
went out and on the lowering of a big curtain, a most
wonderful sight met their eyes—an enormous Christmas
Tree, loaded with presents for everyone. Father
Christmas was again to the fore, calling out the names
of the delighted children, followed by those of their
mothers.
Great praise is due to the ladies and officers for the
wonderful organization and choice of presents. Every
thing went off without a hitch and a marvellous
afternoon came to a close with three cheers for the
Commanding Officer.
Noms.
Sergeants' Mess.
CHRISTMAS NOTES.
In writing The Dragon notes for Christmas
I am going to divide them into seven headings, as
follows :—
1. HOISTING THE BRICK.—Our Christmas festivites
commenced at noon on Christmas eve, with a new
ceremony, " Hoisting the Brick." The Brick, which
is quite an ordinary one covered with wadding (not
iced !) is pulled up by a long cord to a beam in the Mess
by the oldest member. Everyone is fully " charged "
and on their knees with their hands on the ground and
their glasses before them. The R.S.M. addresses the
members of the Mess as follows : " Members of
the Sergeants' Mess, once this Brick is hoisted, all work
will cease (except of course, that of a very urgent
nature) until it is dehoisted. Mr. Hewitt will give the
word go, when members will rise as the Brick goes up
and at the same time finish their drink. Any member
who is not standing up straight and his glass empty
as the Brick reuches the top will pay for a " round."
Well, this was carried out unsuccessfully as no one
had to pay ! During the afternoon, the Mess Concert
Party were carol rehearsing under Bandmr. Harry
Howard.
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2. CHRISTMAS EVE—CAROL SINGING.'—At 10 p.m.
the members of the Messjjourneyed forth carol singing.
The first place we hit was R.S.M. Vaughan's house and
after giving him a full programme, we were all invited
in. All I can say he must have had a scout out because
in a very few moments Mrs. Vaughan and he had us
all supplied with drinks and sandwiches. After the
usual compliments, the Froth Blowers' Anthem was
sung and we wended oil our weary way. This time it
was George Ricketts who took pity on us and again
lavish hospitality (truly the ways of carol singers are
cruel and hard !). F'rom George's we were somehow
led to the Officers' Mess (I believe we went in single
file). Here again a full programme was given and the
Officers, hearing we were a trifle husky, invited us in
and then
(some suffer with good memories ; I do
not). At anyrate, we must have had a thoroughly
good time because some made a mistake in their right
and left while others were driven home, which would
have been perfectly successful if the car had not kept
returning to the same place, and various other methods
were adopted to reach their goals.
3. CHRISTMAS MORNING.—Up to 1 p.m. was spent
in explaining " happenings " (what the}* remembered)
of the night before. At 1 p.m. we all filed over to the
Men's Dining Hall and all Officers and Sergeants
joined in, in giving the men as happy a Christmas
dinner as possible. Bunny Joy and his Staff had
excelled themselves and a right real dinner was served
up, with plenty to wash it down. It was a good dinner
because I and a few convivial spirits were invited by
the cooks to have dinner with them afterwards ; and
didn't we enjoy it !
4. SUNDAY.—In the evening a Concert was given
by the men, with Sgt. Barrell in the Chair. We were
all there again and it was a most jolly time. Everyone
wanted to sing and George must have wanted sheets
of foolscap to take the names of the prospective singers.
We were all sorry when this cafiie to a happy end at
about 9.30 p.m. The chief artists were :—Pte. Bolton,
Pte. Woods, Sgt. Dowse and Cpl. Stocker (who got
chased off).
5. SUNDAY.—Church Parade and preparing for
Monday.
6. BOXING DAY.—A fairly quiet morning for
everyone except the Committee, who were preparing
the single members' Christmas dinner and getting
ready for the evening.
At midday the single members had their Christmas
dinner. Not being there myself, I cannot say what
it was like, but by the menu and remarks that I have
heard since, I am lead to believe it was an outstanding
success.
At 7 p.m. all the members and their families met in
the Mess for a Social and a right real social it was. The
Committee had left nothing to chance. All kinds of
games were organized for the children by R.S.M. and
Mrs. Vaughan and helpers, including musical chairs,
oranges and lemons, blind man's buff, kiss in the ring,
dancing and snapdragon.
Things went in full swing up to about 9.30 p.m.,
when most of the youngsters began to feel the strain
and were taken off to bed by their parents. At about
this time, we had the great pleasure of welcoming
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Lucas, Major and Mrs. Howard
Smith, Capt. and Mrs. Morgan, Lt. and Mrs. Pen
lington, Lt. and Mrs. Browne, Lt.Qr.Mr. and Mrs.
Dare, Capt. Causton, Capt. Howe, Lts. Lister, King,
Turner, Aircy, FernsideSpeed and LyndenBell.
We were also very pleased to see Lt.Col. Beevor,
Capt. Turner, R.C.O.'s and Mr. Pugh (late BnEdu.
Instr., Harrismith). All these very soon entered into
the spirit of the affair. A very fine finish was witnessed
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in the musical chairs, Mrs. HowarcfiSmith winning by
a short head from Miss Hewitt. Dancing very soon
commenced, to a little orchestra composed of Bd.Mr.
Hewitt, Sgt. Diamond and Sgt. Barsotti, every dance
being enthusiastically enchored. Things continued
with a swing until 11.55 p.m., when the R.S.M.
announced the last waltz (amidst groans). At the
conclusion of this, the R.S.M. asked for order and said
the ceremony of dehoisting the Brick would take
place.
He would like the gentlemen to be seated
opposite their lady partners aqd about one yard apart.
He then mentioned that the Brick had been hoisted
at noon 011 Christmas eve, since when all work had
ceased and now the time had come to lower the
said Brick. He continued : "I want all gentlemen
to kiss their partner as the brick is being lowered, any
couple not being completed by the time the Brick is
lowered, the lady will stand up and be kissed by all in
the room." (This was not necessary). A very enjoy
able and successful evening came to an end by all
joining hands and singing " Anld Lang Syne."
A most amusing musical turn was given by the
officers under Bd.Mr. Lt. Aircy.
It was called
" music by numbers." Each officer had a very small
instrument which was numbered and the BandMaster's
music was also numbered, and so, by pointing to the
various numbers, he got the notes he required. They
got half way through and then found one officer was
away in the bar with three of the instruments !
Great praise is due to the members who assisted in
making the Christmas festivities such a success and
a vote, of thanks is given to the following ;—C.S.M.
Ambrose, C.S.M. Howard, Sgt.Dnir. O'Dell, Sgt.
Barrett, Sgt. Dowse and Sgt. Joy.
On account of the great number of members who
will have left by this time next year, I think it would
be appropriate to shew who were altogether at
Christmas, 1926 :—R.S.M. Vaughan ; Bd.Mr. Hewitt ;
O.R.Q.M.S. Rickctts ; C.S.M.'s Simon, Love, Ambrose
and Howard ; C.Q.M.S.'s Bridgland, Austen and Smith;
Sgts. Barrett, Dowse, Blackman, MacWalter, Amos,
O'Dell, Norwood, Joy, Annam, Slioobridge, Biggs,
Petley, A. Smith, Sedwell, Tutt, Kelsey, Beal, Tomlin
Field, Wass, Barsotti and Diamond.
Roll on next Christmas !
NOMIS.
" D" C o m p a n y .
I believe the Battalion Representative is in league
with our Company correspondent, for he lias asked for
Company notes 011 the day when they all come off
leave, and therefore I am again told to spoil a good
column in The Dragon.
This month has been very quiet, for in addition to
the annual leave, all those who had a nice kind
face were granted seven days' leave at Christmas, and
therefore the Company was represented at Christinas
by eleven all told, who, unfortunately, did not have
the necessary kind appearance.
Christinas Day was celebrated in the usual manner.
Everyone rose in the morning with a jubilant feeling,
got dressed, checked, fed and in some cases, fullup !
The dinner was arranged as a Battalion mess, an
unfortunate, or shall I say, fortunate, occasion for the
Commanding Officer, who was present and drank the
health of the Battalion. Personally, if I was C.O.,
I would insist upon vSection and HalfGroup messes at
Christmas ; it would be quite jolly by the time
" H.Q." Wing was reached ! In the evening a smoking
concert was held ; plenty of talent and plenty of beer,
the necessary factors for a good evening.
We were favoured by a visit from Major H011.
P. G. Scarlett, M.C., who is at present 011 leave. He
is looking very well and was very keen about the
barrack rooms being made to look better.

Since his visit there lias been a great display
with distemper, etc'.
I forgot in my last notes to congratulate L/Sgt.
Tomlin 011 his wellearned promotion, so do so now.
Still " Tommy," I wonder if I am wise in con
gratulating you 011 your recent step, that of getting
married ? If I do, do not give me black looks after
the glamour has worked off, because I warned you
against it, and it is only my duty 011 behalf of the
Company to congratulate you.
At last we have appeared in orders as the " Best
Shooting" Company, Sgt. MacWalter and L/Sgt.
Trice being the Battalion shots. The three best scores
in the Company were as follows :—
L/Sgt. Trice :—
Total.
. Rifle, 123 ; Lewis Gun, 192
...
...
... 315
L/Sgt. Tomlin :—
Rifle, 131 ; Lewis Gun, 181
312
Sgt. MacWalter :—
Rifle, 130 ; Lewis Gun, 171 ...
...
... 301
The Company average was 83 on the Rifle and 144'3
on the Lewis Gun. A little more " ginger " 011 the
rifle this year, please !
At present we are all beginning to shake down to
work again, learning the new movements introduced
by Infantry Training. At present we all mark time
two paces when someone shouts " About." I dread
to think of what would happen if 011 manoeuvres
a newsvendor was to start shouting " All abalit it
we would mark time too long, and thus lose
valuable training time ! It is marvellous how the
people responsible for manuals think of the various
items, although a diligent search is being made through
allowance regulations for tlie paragraph that deals
with " Loss of dignity," for a certain N.C.O. wishes
to claim when his braces burst on sheet changing and
let his trousers down !
We are all wondering why a certain L/Cpl. cancelled
his leave and returned to barracks. Was it " financial
cramp " or was " she " too persevering ? for I am sure
the Union Jack Club is comfortable.
In conclusion we must bid all Buffs and exBuffs
(if there are any) a very happy and prosperous New
Year, and let us hear more from you through the usual
channel, The Dragon.
" A " Company.
During the past mouth very little lias been done in the Company
as far as sport was concerned ; as a matter of fact the same applies
to the Battalion, as "A" and "C" Companies have been joining forces
and putting it across "H.Q." Wing, but the game was rather good,
starting with football and finishing with Rugger tactics.
One of "C" Company's Pro's, thinking there were loo many stones
011 the pitch, attempted to sweep them up, but his legs were no good as
a handle, nor his face as a broomhead.
We welcome our Company Commander back from leave and hope
he thoroughly enjoyed himself 011 the ice.
I am glad to say we all (those who were not lucky enough to get
leave) survived Christmas, although some say the beer was diluted,
at the concert in the evening, but that did not make much difference
at the time. After the dinner we had a family gathering in the glory
hole where Treacle gave us a lecture 011 Temperance and would have
done well if someone had not pulled the box away, then lie had an
argument with a tree which came between him and a Peach, at least
Treacle said she was, but we thought otherwise.
LanceCorporals Morley and Hadlow will be in Civvie Street before
these notes appear in print, XIadlow we hear, is starting up business
as a painter, after his tuition he has had in whitewashing.
We wish them both the best of luck.
I am afraid I must apologise if these notes may not prove interest
ing, but it being the first time I have had this job inflicted upon me,
I am crying off now, and I am leaving all the news for the regular
correspondent to scud in next month.
Wuosi.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Will Thorn's do the Charleston 0:1 Gate Duty ?
Who will he pick for his partner ? Will it be Lily or the No. 1. ?
When is Arthur going to pay his batman ? Ask Stupple.
Who is the Oldest Sweat in No. 2 and does he suffer from swelled
head ? (Ask Bristo).
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Which is the sweetest at the N.A.A.F.I., the cocoa or the Staff ?
(Ask Jacky).
When does Old Soldier I,ee finish, and what will the Corporals' Mess
do without him, as Doughy is rather anxious to step into his shoes, as
a loud speaker ?
Is it a fact that one badge men arc old soldiers ?
Also, do they hold a pass to use the youngsters' cleaning kit ?

" B " Company.
We are "bubbling" over with news this time, so much in fact,
that we do not know where to start first.—?
I trust readers will therefore prepare themselves for the " worst."
Those of the Company who remained in Barracks for the Christinas
Festivities had an excellent time and every arrangement went off with
complete satisfaction, and was remembered only too well for several
days afterwards.
Owing to the pressure of duties, thick heads, etc., were soon
banished ! f cannot undertake to make any report 011 those who were
more fortunate in being 011 leave, but judging by the comments 011
their return, they have many pleasant reflections, and returning to
duty was a sore point. However, we are all very busy, training and
performing duties which form our lot, and it has taken some time to
settle down to it.
We have been unable to arrange any programme of sport up to the
present, but everyone is looking forward to the " Digging Exercises "
for next week—which we find great fun ! ! ?
The two last Drafts from the Depot are now having some " Ginger
ing up," under L/Sgt. Wright, in preparation for tiie G.O.C.'s inspection.
Lucky Dogs ! ! !
We wish to congratulate Cpl. and Mrs. Sawkins 011 their recent
marriage, and we wish them every success and happiness for the future.
Capt. G. R. Howe is now 011 leave and we trust, enjoying a well
earned rest. We understand he is visiting the 1st Batta'ion.
Sgt. W. Bcal lias gone to Norway, Denmark and Sweden for some
Boxing Tournaments^ We are confident that lie will do exceedingly
well, and we wish him the best of luck.
We are all very sorry to lose Cpl. Payne and L/Cpl. Kemsley, who
have gone to the Depot for Duty. We trust they will both do as well
there as they have here.
During the past month we have also lost Pte. Walls and Pte. C.
Walters, who have gone into civilian life once again. We wish them
the best of luck and wish they had not given up their careers in the
Service.
In our next issue we hope to have some interesting Sports events to
report, but so far, very little lias happened. Everyone is doing well
and putting their best foot forward, and we are hoping next month's
news will be an improvement on this.
N.E.D.

" C " Company.
As the greater part of the Company is still 011 leave, there is very
little to report this month, for which I am very grateful, being a stranger
to the art of journalism.
Christmas lias been and has gone !
After duly considering this fact and the incidents connected with it,
1 cannot help but feel thankful that Christmas comes but once a year.
Of course, there are those who would prefer to celebrate once a week
(or more frequently).
While it lasted we had a very good time—eat, drink and sleep,
or at least, try to sleep, as some people's waking (and singing) hours
seemed to extend far into the night and following morning.
Sports were not altogether forgotten : perhaps, it was for this
reason that I saw a remarkable display of diving going 011 in one of the
rooms. The man in question was doing the high dive, fiat dive, swallow
dive—but mostly the " swallow." The scene of his activities was a
tea bucket which contained something stronger than tea. I need say
110 more. (For further information, apply to Tubby).
The evening was spent, for the most part, in much the same way,
the result being fat heads all round the following morning. For
instance, when a man gets in a train to London and arrives at Reading,
it is time to think of " the morning after the night before."
During the next few days tire remainder of the Company will be
back from their rest, and 1 understand that we start Weapon Training
again on their return, so tilings will soon be in full swing for the benefit
of our official Correspondent.
Sgt. McNeir and L/c. Cross have gone to the Depot for a few months'
quiet life, and we hope they soon find themselves comfortable, before
it is time to come back.

THINGS WF, WANT TO KNOW.

E.V.D.L

Why has Oliver joined the F.B. ?
Hasn't he " passed out" ?

Machine Gun Platoon.
With the New Year uovv well 011 its way and everyone back from
leave, the Battalion will soon be preparing for Company training, etc.
As regards ourselves, the " young hands" are still going through it
aud are quite enjoying the work—especially " Limber Drill."
We have already been informed that we arc due for our ten days'
concentration at Netheravon 011 May 11th. Oh ! how we all love that
dear name. Still, whatever the work, we shall come through smiling
for our lads are uot afraid of anything.
At present Lieut. Cass is in charge of the Platoon, and lie is having
a busy time, giving instruction 011 the gun to Capt. Said Salaam of the
Iraq Army, who is attached to the Battalion.
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Lieut. Turner and Lieut. Bruce are enjoying the joys of leave ;
we hope (hey will come back fit and well for we hear rumours of the
battles for the Harris Shield taking place soon.
Congratulations to Cpl. Watson (our Robert) 011 becoming the
proud Father of a " Bouncing Boy." Someone said he has already
made a "Gunner" of him. Anyway, "Tubby," may you have 110
more trouble come your way.
Sgt. Kelsey has been rather " lucky" in getting in the way of duty,
but the three guards and the B.O.S. he did in eight days can only go
to his credit. You know the old saying, John ; " More Duty, more
Honour."
Nothing in the way of sport has taken place since our last notes,
owing to the greater part of the Battalion being 011 leave, but now
they are back we hope to get plenty of it.
In our next mouth's notes we hope to give plenty of news, for the
present, we must pack up, so eiieerio ! everybody.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it a " PAIN "FUI. experience to see a runaway barrell ?
What has John done to Jessie ?
Who pushed " Katie " in the Canal ?
Could she " SWIMDALE " ?
When is "H"appy going to retire and become a bookie, and will
he be " HAPPY " ?
Is Dodd any relation to " Sherlock Holmes " ?
(Signed) CRANK HANDLE.

Signal Section.
Here we are again and we wish everybody a Happy New Year.
1 am afraid our notes this month will be rather short and sweet, as
Christmas'leave took the majority of the Section out of the Station
and naturally training ceased for that period. But we hope to have
some news for you in our next month's account. We are starting
training with the Old Hands and semitrained next Monday, 19th,
to get them up to Classification standard, for Classification which takes
place about May. We hope they will put up a good show. The
Young Class are proceeding fairly well, but of course there is the usual
one or two who hold them back and which one will find in any squad.
This is all at present. Cheerio !

FLAGS.

Officers' Servants (Domestics).
Here we are again with just a few notes for our kind readers.
Alas ! Our pride has suffered through our losing our first game of
football this season. We played the Machine Gunners while five of
our "Star" players were taking a wellearned vacation. We had to
borrow two of the " Smart Set," in " Armourer " Jolly and " Butcher "
Divers.
The game started at a lerriffic pace, the " Domestics " soon getting
away. Woods made a brilliant dash through the Gunners' defence,
but as he iiad forgotten to take the ball with him, it was not of much
use. Our usual goalkeeper, Rhodes, was unable to turn out, owing
to the Battalion claiming him. Scott deputised and played a splendid
game, continually saving the situation.
The " Cranks " after a severe tussle, managed to break through our
defence ami scored from a splendid shot. First blood to the " Cranks."
After this little accident the " Domestics" started to play football
and with some brilliant footwork on our part we soon equalised. The
" spectators " cheered us until they were hoarse and as usual the lines
men had their work cut out to keep the crowd from swarming over the
line ?
Well, gentle readers, after a very exciting game we were the losers
by the odd goal in five.
Our first and last defeat, we hope. Our
team was as follows
Scott, Walters, Jolley, Divers, Knight, Woods,
Bersey, Toms, Bryan, Hancock and Hudd.
I have great pleasure in announcing that the Corinthian 7,'s have
accepted our challenge thrown out to all comers. Lieut. D. S. Lister,
'M.C., will lead his famous team of cripples 011 to the field, 011 Wednes
day, the 12th of January, 1927. This is'going to be their first defeat
this season. An account of this match will be published in our next
notes.
We here that "Daylight" and Bailey have become "game"
beaters. " Daylight" was not quite a success at the last shoot he
attended, for his " choker " seemed to frighten the game away.
(Signed) S.B.T.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is it true that during a recent shooting expedition, "Daylight"
was taken for a rat and just missed a large dose of buckshot ?
Ask " Lighting," and where did lie get the trousers ?
We have heard that " Hambone's " haystack lias been burned down.
Never mind, Ted. There arc still a few vacant " beds" 011 the Em
bankment.
Did " Hambone" lose six stoue on his last animal leave ? Did
he miss it ?
Who is the tall sad man with the funeral face, aud did he act as Pall
Bearer recently ? What did he buy with the halfacrown ?
What happened to the two sheets that were lost in "H.Q." Wing
and do they make decent shirts ?
Who is the Domestic whose features were damaged when he fell
from his pram. ? (Ask Konk). Is he an assistant to Sherlock Holmes ?
Who is the flash waiter who is sweating 011 carrying off a barmaid
and is she a dundy ? (Ask fairhead).
Who is the Charleston tiiree and are they still inventing any more
new steps ?
D.K.
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Beneath
1\T OT the least of
l i Xni as attrac
tions is that it provides
the dull mind of the
scribe with plenty of
copy for The Dragon
when the buff slip
arrives intimating that
" the Editor would be
obliged if you could
let him have your
Dragon notes on a not
far distant date." This
fact
is particularly
appreciated by the
present writer who
therefore finds no difficulty in recording the
events which concluded a very successful
1926 and ushered in, we hope, an even more
successful 1927.
In our last month's notes we anticipated
that many of us would be away on leave for
Christmas and we certainly were right as the
exodus was pretty general. However, we also
promised all who remained behind a real
cheery time and we venture to think our
squads from the North, whose homes are too
far away to make leave worth while, and all
others who spent Christmas at the Depot,
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Our decorations were even better than
previous years, thanks to the abundant supply
of holly so kindly given us by Mrs. Chapman
of Heppington. With such excellent material,
Sgt. Rowe, Cpl. McNulty and their band of
willing helpers soon transformed our prosaic
dining room into a regular banqueting hall,
while the tables were loaded with just the
things we wanted to eat and plenty of them.
We need say no more. Christmas was
a success.
On December 30th we had a party and
Christmas Tree for the married families.
Under the excellent arrangements of Capt.
Corney this went without a hitch. Sgt. Rowe
provided a first rate tea and it is hard to say
whether the old Buffs or the young BuEs
enjoyed themselves most.
On New Year's Eve a dance was held in
the Gymnasium. We were pleased to see Mrs.
Uee, Miss Lee and Mr. Handley.
Major Guy Uee has returned from Jamaica
and we understand, expects to be in Canter
bun' until about the end of February.
Capt. Causton and Capt. Marshall having
survived the rigours of three weeks at Hythe,
paid us a short visit. We were very glad to
see them and thought them looking very fit

Bell

Harry.

on it. The same cannot be said for everyone
here as " flue " has been taking its toll both
of ourselves and our neighbours, the Cavalry
Depot. However, we have not many down
and Hospital being an overrated form of
amusement we expect to have them all back
again soon.
On January 1st, General Sir Arthur Uyuden
Bell once again most hospitably entertained
many officers of the Regiment at liis house
near Sevenoaks. Dancing began at 8 o'clock
and did not end till the early hours of the
morning.
On January 7th Colonel Lucas came down
from Aldershot and inspected the Depot.
During the coming year we hope to have many
of the 2nd Battalion staying with us now that
we are within easy reach of each other.
Hunting suffered a temporary check owing
to Foot and Mouth in the neighbourhood,
but the restrictions have now fortunately been
raised and we hope to have many a day yet
with the East Kent. Besides, time passes
quickly, and the Point to Point season will
soon be upon us. If there is to be some
representatives from the Depot, as we hope,
they will have to get busy after their enforced
idleness.
By the time these notes appear, the 1st
Battalion will be on the eve of departure for
India. We wish them a safe journey and the
very best of luck in their new station. Most
of us here at the Depot will soouer or later find
ourselves on a troopship bound for India to
join tliem, so we hope to keep in touch with
our many friends now with the battalion and
to hear that at Bareilly, as in Gibraltar, they
have carried all before them in the realms of
sport.
RECRUITS P.T. SILVER MEDAL.
On Thursday, January 20th, the 10th competition
for the Physical Training Silver Medal was held in the
Gymnasium. Before the competition started, the
Commanding Officer announced that three out of the
ten points possible for each exercise would be allotted
for style aud finish, so the competitors were under the
observation of the judges from the moment they left
their seats till they had returned to them.
The following are the results. Pte. Austin had the
bad luck to sprain his ankle when halfway through
the competition. He had been doing very well, but
was unable to take part iu the final exercises.
(1) Pte. Lawlor; (2) Pte. Wild; (3) Pte. Kiltie;
(4) Pte. Gowan ; (5) Pte. Grubb ; (6) Pte. Austin.
We warmly congratulate Law lor ou his well
deserved win. His work was excellent, especially on
the beam and both he and Wild, who ran him
very close for first place, were very noticeable in their
smartness in getting out to their places and in finishing
each exercise. We wish them both good luck and hope
they will keep it up when they join the Battalion.
F.G.C.
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Margate Detachment Team.
Drills are now in full swing again and we are able
to announce officially that Camp will be at Colchester
from June 12th—26tli. Colchester will be entirely
new ground for this Battalion and will, we hope, be
attended at record strength.
We are glad to welcome Mr. Hewitt to our ranks at
last and to congratulate Major Dean on his wellmerited
Brevit Promotion. Mr. Richards, has, we understand,
been spending Christmas iu the South of France ; and
Captain and Mrs. Coote are shortly proceeding to the
Canary Islands for two months.
It has been announced that there is still a con
siderable sum of money available in the training grant
which may be expended before March 31st. This is
an opportunity for officers, N.C.O.'s and men to apply
for any attachments or courses if they would like them.
Possibly some of our signallers, Machine Gunners or
Transport men would like to arrange for local
instruction ; while to take full advantage of the funds
available, a tactical exercise with troops is being
planned to take place near Ramsgatc on March 20tli.
" A " Company.
RAMSGATE DETACHMENT.
At their annual dinner, at the Willson's Road Drill Hall, on Wed
nesday, the members of the Ramsgate Detachment of "A" Company,
4th Buffs, had a thoroughly merry time. They sat down to a very
substantial meal, deftly prepared and expeditiously served by a keen
committee of ladies, enjoyed an excellent, if freeandeasy, entertain
ment, sang popular choruses, in a manner that told of A1 lung power,
and they were not bored by long speeches.
Sir. Vivian C. Desmond made a great hit with his clever impersona
tions and versatile chapeaugraphic turn. " The boys " just yelled for
an encore. Other popular contributions were those of Sirs. E. Buxton,
Sgt. Jennings, Sgt. Dixon, Drummer S. J. Prett, and Messrs.
A. I'aramor and E Dawes. Sir. Smith supplied the piano
accompaniments.
Those present included Capt. C. S. F. Witts (in the chair), Lieut.
Colonel E. B. Burns (commanding 4tli Buffs), Major Collard, Capt.
HammondDavies, SI.C. (The Buffs, Adjutant, 4th Battalion), Capt.
W. Collins (commanding Sandwich Cadet Company, 4th Buffs), and
Lieut. G. Warner (commanding Slargate Platoon, 4th Buffs). The
Slayor (Councillor F. C. Llewellyn), who attended the dinner of the
Ramsgate Fire Brigade, held the same evening, arrived later.

MARGATE DETACHMENT. .

The annual prize distribution of "A" Company, 4th Battalion,
" The Buffs," T.A. (Slargate detachment), took place on December
16th, at the Drill Hall, Hawley Square. The building was specially
decorated for the occasion, and a musical programme gave the event a
seasonable relish for the large number of people in attendance. These
included the Slayor (Councillor Sirs. SI. Hatfeild, J.P.), the Officer
Commanding the Battalion (Colonel E. B. Burns,) Colonel F. Main
waring Dunstan, Colonel E. O. Skey, Colonel E. R. Slorton, Captain
Adjutant B. HammondDavis, CaptainQuartermaster F. ICeeler,
Lieutenant G. R. Warner, the DeputySIayor (Councillor T. D. Wood),
Councillors W. C. Durraut and E. T. Fasham, the Chief Constable
(Sir. C. J. Haycock), QuartermasterSergeant Arnold, Company
SergeantMajor Johnson, SergeantInstructor Buxton, aud Sergeant
Woodland.
The prizes were presented by the Slayor as follows :—
Attendances.—Private A. Hewitt, 76 drills (Colonel Duustan's
prize, £1 Is.); Private R. J. Fox, 74 ; Sergeant H. Woodland, 71 ;
LanceCorporal E. Maxted, 70; Private H. Hughes, 64 ; Private
I,. G. Pottle, 64 ; Private G. Pottle, 60 ; LanceCorporal R. Bass, 59 ;
Private C. Norman, 56 ; Private E. T. Parnell, 61 ; Private C. Wade,
40 ; Private F. S. Williams, 35 ; Private S. Ralph, 35 ; Corporal S.
Fuscoe, 33 ; LanceCorporal J. Turney, 33 ; Corporal E. Emptage,
32 ; Corporal G. V. Fox, 30 ; Private S. D. Ralph, 29 ; Private L
Deverson, 27 ; Private F. Parnell, 27 ; Private R. H. Fox, 25 ;
Private C. Laslett, 25 ; LanceCorporal J. Champs, 24 ; Private H.
Holdstock, 22 ; LanceCorporal N. W. Dening, 20.
Sluskelry.—Sergeant Woodland, 91 points; Corporal Fuscoe, 87 ;
LanceCorporal Bass, 87; Private Williams, 70; Corporal E
Emptage, 68; Private Saffery, 66; Private R. J. Fox, 60; Lance
Corporal Champs, 58 ; Private S. Ralph, 58 ; Private Laslett, 57 ;
Private R. H. Fox, 55 ; LanceCorporal Maxted, 54 ; Private Norman,
54 ; Private Hughes, 53 ; Private Hewitt, 52 : Private E. T. Parnell,
51 ; Corporal G. V. Fox, 50; Private S. D. Ralph, 49; Lauce
Corporal Turney, 48; Private I,. G. Pottle, 48; Private Holmes,
48; Private Chalet, 43; LanceCorporal Dening, 41.
Lewis Gun.—Privates Holdstock, 43 points; Wade, 42; P.
Parnell, 41 ; Ealham, 37 ; Smith, 37 ; Pottle, 34.
Recruits' Attendances.—Privates Holmes, 28 drills ; Chalet, 28;
Turner, 14 ; Avery, 14 ; Owen, 9 ; Gardner, 5 ; Mills, 4 ; Farrier.
Margate Hippodrome Recruits' .Shield.—Winner, Private Saffery ;
runnerup. Private Holmes.
Silver Spoon Miniature Range Competition.—Lce.Corp. Maxted.
Recruiting Prize by R.Q.M.S.—Sergeant Woodland, 13 recruits
(teu qualified, three failed).
InterSection Competition (A. Leon Adutt Shield).—Winning
section—Corporal Fox, 37 attendances, 50 at musketry, total 87 points ;
LanceCorporal Maxted, 70, 54, 124 ; Privates Deverson, 27, 0, 27 ;
Hughes, 64, 53, 117 ; Hewitt, 76, 52, 128 ; L. G. Pottle, 64, 48, 112 ;
Chalet, 28, 43, 71 ; Owen, 9, did not fire, 9 ; total, 752 points. Corporal
Fuscoe's section (second), 715; LanceCorporal Champ's section
(third), 712 ; Corporal Emptage's (fourth), 677.
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Special Awards.—CompanySergeantMajor Johnson, Sergeant
Burton, Private Deverson, Private Saffery, LanceCorporal Dening,
Mrs. Johnson. The Wood Snooker Shield.—Sergeant Woodland.
Lieutenant Warner, prior ot the prizegiving, expressed thanks to the
residents and tradesmen of the town for their help in making that
event such a success. They had come forward and assisted the move
ment, lie said, in a manner they did not expect, especially m view ot
the fact that Margate had so many calls on it just now. including the
Hospital appeal.
.
Colonel Burns, C.O., congratulated the detachment 011 the way tne>
had got going and become such a flourishing
concern. As a platoon,
he said, they had been through various vicissitudes, but they could
now say the unit was fairly on its legs again. Taking the Battalion
as a whole, they could look back on a very successful year. In
fortunatelv, their annual training was done away with 011 account
of the General Strike, but thev had done their best to make up for that,
and all the detachments carried out very useful programmes during
the year—certainly of verv great value. The Battalion had reached
establishment this year, the ranks numbering 636. Colonel Burns
went 011 to express welcome to the Mayor, and to thank her for coming
to present the prizes. He was sure, he said, it was a very great honour
to them to have the Chief Magistrate of the town taking such an interest
in the welfare of the Territorial movement.
The Mayor said it gave her very real pleasure to be with
ttie
Buffs " that night. She had many friends, present, and one out
standing one among them—Colonel Mainwaring Dunstan. (Applause).
He was a rock 011 whom she thought they could always relv. \v lieu
he once put an interest in a thing and took a share in carrying it out lie
never turned back. Thev, all of them, fell he had a lifelong interest
in this undertaking. It was perfectly true that a good many platoons,
like this, had difficult times, but they always came out 011 top 111 the
end. Colonel Burns, it was interesting to hear, had come from N aiding
to be present that night—110 easy " voyage."
. ,
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the Mayor after she had
presented the numerous awards, and she was also the recipient of a
beautiful bunch of roses at the hands of tin small sou of Lieutenant
Warner.
1 «t
The trophies presented included a new snooker shield given by tne
DeputyMayor for annual competition. Sergeant Woodland was its
first winner.

SANDWICH DETACHMENT.
The members of the Sandwich Platoon of "A" Company. 1th Bulls

Witts (commanding the company), Capt. W. Collins (commanding the
Buffs Cadet Corps at Sandwich), and Lieut, the Hon. Walter James,
C.C. (commanding Sandwich Platoon of the 4th Buffs). T.ieut. James
occupied the chair. The attendance also included Sergt.Instructor
A. Bennett (late permanent staff, 4th Buffs), Sgt.Instructor E. Buxton,
M.M., C.Q.M.S. A. Twynian, and Sgt. Elvery. An excellent dinner
was served, the catering being carried out by Mrs. IIayman.
After the loyal toast had been honoured, the company settled down
10 a jovial evening. Miss Hayman rattled off popular airs at the piano,
and A/C. Statou, <>f the Roval Air Force, demonstrated his skill with
the banjo.
,
The annual distribution of prizes took place, and Capt. Collins
presented a shield to be competed for annually and to be awarded for
general efficiency.
.
Capt. Witts, suitably thanked Capt. Collins, who, in acknowledg
ment, expressed the pleasure it was to him to he once more in the
company of his old cadets. (Sandwich Platoon is mainly recruited
from among exmembers of the Cadet Corps).
Prizewinners were :—
Drill attendance—Sgt. Elverv, 75 ; Pte. Willis, 68 ; LanceCorpl.
Field, 67 ; Pte. Reynolds, 61.
Musketry—Pte. Chaffey, 82 ; Pte. Newton, 79 : Pte. Willis, 78 ;
Sgt. Elvery, 76.
General efficiency—Sgt. Elvery (who also took the shield presented
by Capt. Collins), 151 points; Pte. Willis, 141; LanceCorporal
Field, 137; Pte. Newton, 119.
.
Recruits—Alderman Hicks' prize of £1 and Lieut, the Hon. Walter
lames prize of £1—LanceCorporal May.
After the prizegiving there was a general singsong in the happygo
luekv Buffs' style.

" B " Company.
The annual distribution of prizes to the Sittingbourne Detachment
of "B" Company, 4th Buffs (whose headquarters are at Sittingbourne)
011 Saturday evening, was a most successful function. Viewed from
cverv aspect, the gathering was certainly the best of its kind that has
taken place since the War. Ever since the days of the old Volunteers'
Sittingbourne always gave warmhearted support to the cause of cur
citizen soldiers, and when this branch of the service was modernised
and transformed into what we now know as the Territorial Army,
that support was continued When the call came in the Great War,
the 1th Buffs of Sittingbourne responded nobly, taking their share
willt their fellow Kentish men in helping to garrison our Indian Empire
(in some cases having to do some active fighting), and thus liberating
our highlytrained Indian Army for service in France. Since the War,
military ardour seems to have abated somewhat. Everybody was
sickened of war and all its horrors, and our active and defensive military
services suffered in consequence. We all hoped that the Great War
was to end all future wars : but there are signs and portents 011 the
horizon, which, in spite of all the splendid work that is being done by
the League of Nations, bear a sinister aspect. This feeling is reflected
111 the gradual strengthening of our Territorial Purees, and it is gratify
ing to learn that in the aggregate this highly necessary branch of

national defence is attracting our younger men, as it did in the days
before and during the Great War. At Sittingbourne it is a matter of
regret to learn that the strength of our own Territorials is not what it
should be, and we lake this opportunity of appealing to our younger
men to come forward and join the ranks. Life 111 the I crritorials
offers many attractions to the young men of today, for while it teaches
them discipline, improves their physique, and imbues 111 them tnat
love of comradeship which helped us to win through the dark days ot
(he War, it has its pleasant side, Our young citizens would do well to
respond lo the appeals that were made at the prize distribution at the
Prill Hall, 011 Saturday night. Captain Donald Dean, the Company
Commander, sets a bright example of duty, citizenship, and patriotism.
The voung men of Sittingbourne and Milton could not place themselves
under the command of a more inspiring example than this young towns
man of theirs, who proved his grit when our country was at grips with
Germanv. Further, it might be pointed out that a course of training
in the Territorial Army helps to bring out all that is best in a man,
and fits him for the sterner duties of life. We therefore sincerely
hope that some of our voung men will read what was said at the success
ful social gathering 011 Saturday evening, and respond to the call that
was directly made The name of Sittingbourne always has stood
hi"h in the Territorial annals of East Kent, and if our young men
will come forward and fill the vacancies in the ranks, it will continue
to do so.
The chair was occupied by Captain Donald J. Dean, V.C., com
manding "B" Company, and he was supported by Lieut.Colonel E. B.
Burns. Commanding the Battalion. Captain H. Lionel Smith (Dover),
Captain C. S. F. Witts (Ramsgate), Captain A. F,. Loyd Ilardcastle
(Tcnterden), Captain and Quartermaster F. H. Keelcr (Canterbury),
Lieut. I. Sherwood (Dover), Lieut. J. Moss (Tollbridge), Lieut. R. b.
Poile (Wingham), Lieut. F,. G. Parish (Chartham), and Lieut. A. J.
Turner (Whitstable). Officers present in mufti were Major R. it
Scott , D.S.O., Sittingbourne, and his sou, Lieut. R. W. II. Scott, Royal
Inniskillings, Shorncliffc : Major F. V. Buddcn (representing the
"Heavies"), Captain A. S. Lowe, Captain Leslie Doubleday, Lieut.
Hiegii's (Artists' Rifles), Lieut. Iledley Peters (late 4th Buffs), and
Superintendent E. E. Hoare, officer commanding the Police ' Dead
Visitors from other Detachments included R.S.M. Verlander (4th
Buffs, Canterburv), PioneerSgt. Coombes and C.S.M. " Dapper
I ones (also of Canterbury), while C.S.M. F. C. S. Wood, Sgt. W. Bailey,
C S M T Bishenden, and Sgt. Miles lent a little more substance to the
"NonCom." contingent. A special and popular visitor was C.Q.M.S.
W Tavlor, of the 2nd Battalion, the former Sergt.Instruelor of B
Company, who had come from Aldershot to spend an evening with his
old comrades. Members of the " Old Guard " present included Mr.
T. A. Deime and Mr. S. Snelling ; tike war horses they were irresistibly
drawn to this gathering of Buffs. Mr. G. Booker, another visitor
represented the Railway Transport.
Colonel Burns (who was enthusiastically toasted) said that 101 a
good many rears running now he had attended that gathering, and
that night he thought they had excelled themselves, botli as regarded
numbers present, the decorations of the hall, and the magnificent lot
of prizes. Looking back 011 the past year it was a deep regret to all
of them that they had 110 annual training. He had 110 doubt that it
was the annual training which was responsible for so many recruits
joining the Battalion, and 011 that account he regretted the absence
of the annual training, as they had not the opportunity of meeting
and pulling together as they did at the Battalion meetings. He
thoimht it would have been one of the best camps they had had, because
they were going to the Isle of Wight, and the arrangements for their
visit were good. He did not know where next year's camp would be.
but he hoped it would be a nice place. It was all important, said the
Colonel, that they should get as many men in camp as possible, bo
he hoped that they would do two things, get the Battalion up
to strength again—they must get it up to 636 strong again—and, as
Captain Dean had to.d them, let each one of them get one or two pals
in and they would soon bring it up to strength. The Colonel went 011
to'congratulate "B" Company 011 what they had done in winning the
Harris Shield (for having obtained 92 recruits in the year). He thought
that was a wonderful record, one seldom exceeded. That, he con
sidered, was largelv due to the new Detachments at Littlebourne and
Chartham, which had done extremely well. Now was the time, he
urged upon tliem, to get recruits, and he hoped that they would d o so.
With regard to changes in the Battalion, they had lost Lieut.
Chambers, who had gone to London, and they wished him luck in
his new sphere. The Colonel said he was glacl to sec so many old
faces present, and once niore he congratulated the Company 011 what
they had done, and concluded by wishing them all a very Happy
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. (Cheers).

" C " (Weald) Company.
Since the last notes were written all ranks of the Company have
been chiefly engaged in getting ready for Christmas, " Christmassing,'
and getting over Christmas.
The last stages of this distressing annual disease are now rapidly
disappearing and there seems quite a general inclination to do a job of
"""Recruiting is proceeding slowly, but satisfactorily, aud besides
those already enlisted there are several men who have definitely
promised to enlist at an early date.
A great effort must be made to get the Company up to strength
before Camp, and it is up to every member of it to do lus utmost to
achieve this end.
Lt. Hewitt's gazette has at last come through and the Company is
extremely fortunate in having him as an officer. Sgt. Dennis was
quietly discussing the weather or the merits of a pouch as opposed to
those of a bandolier, or some such topic, with the C.Q.M.S. the other
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day in Cranbrook High Street, when the local carrier spotted him and
said, " Motorbike for you, Sergeant." Very pleasant! We are all
watching that carrier now.
Starting with this month, the Company is going to concentrate
at Cranbrook for a Drill 011 the last Wednesday in every month. 11
is hoped that by this means the Company will realize itself as such the
more, mid it will provide opportunity for all ranks t o get to know each
other better before Camp. Many congratulations to Major Dean,
V.C., 011 his promotion to BrevetMajor in the New Year Gazette.
O11 New Year's Day a Fancy Dress Dance was held at the Cranbrook
Drill Hall. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and some of the
dresses were really excellent. Mrs. Loyd Hardcastle gave away the
prizes to the winners.
On January 10th, No. 11 Platoon had a most successful Smoking
Concert at the Gun Hotel, Horsmouden. This was made the occasion
of the distribution by the O.C. Company, of the prizes given by local
tradesmen and others for Musketry, etc. Following this, visitors and
members of the Platoon provided much entertainment with songs,
monologues and conjuring.
During the evening, Mr. T. Harris, who is well known in the
district, announced that he would present a cup to be held each year
by the most efficient man in the Platoon. This very generous offer
was greeted with great enthusiasm. The signing 011 of one recruit
and the promise of two more closed a most excellent evening.
On January 12tli, No. 12 Platoon had a Danceat the Hawkliurst Drill
Hall. The weather was vile, and other circumstances unfortunately
prevented it from being as well attended as was hoped, but those that
came seemed very liappy.
O11 January 3rd, to the very great regret of a large circle of friends
in the Buffs and in the District, exC.S.M. E. R. Clifton died after only
a few days' illness, at Tenterden. He joined the Regiment in 1882
and only ended his Army career in 1921 when the 5th Battalion was
amalgamated with the 4th Battalion. He had seven sons serving in
the Oreat War, three of whom are still serving. This is a fine record
and should be an inspiration to all those who knew him.
Colonel MunnMace, Colonel Body, Captain Hardcastle and a
detachment from this Company attended his funeral, together with
a detachment from the 386th Battery R.A., the Tenterden Boy Scouts
and many others. Sgt. Dennis sounded the " Last Post " at the grave
side.

A.E.LH.

" D " Company.
DOVER DETACHMENT.
The Company having been reorganised, we are about to get down
to the New Year's Training in serious manner.
The New Year's Eve Dance at the Drill Hall proved a great success,
some 350 dancers participating in a most enjoyable evening. Thanks
to the untiring energy of C.S.M. Couchmau, ably assisted by L/Cpl.
Gilligan, the Hall was most tastefully decorated and our new orchestra,
Jack Austin's Dance Baud (which, by the way contains two ex4th
Buffs, Cpls. Smallwood and G. Pascall) was much appreciated.
Two Silver Spoon Shoots have been held during the last month,
the first being won by Sgt.Drummer Tripp, who, after missing with
his sighter, secured a wellgrouped possible, and the second was also
secured by a member of the Drums, Drummer F. Pascall, with a score
of 27 out of 28.
On Tuesday, 18th instant, the Hall has been loaned to The Bed
fordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment for their third round Army Cup
Contests against the Royal Tank Corps. February 2nd will see another
Boxing Tournament at the Hall between the Dover Garrison and The
Royal Air Force (Eastchurch and Manston) and 011 February 22nd
and 23rd the units of the Dover Garrisqu will compete for the Dover
Town Challenge Cup and the local Territorial units will compete for
the Garrison Challenge Cup which is at present (and we hope, will be
in the future) held by "D" Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs.
As mentioned in our earlier notes, the 3rd Round Army Cup Boxing
Competition between The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment
and The Royal Tank Corps (I.ydd) took place at the Drill Hall, 011
Tuesday, 18tli January. After many wellcontested bouts, The
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment were declared the winners.
During the evening two Special fourround contests were staged, but
the one that was of most interest to 11s was that between L/Cpl. W.
Pascall, "D" Company (Drums), 4th The Buffs, and Pte. Potter, 2nd
Battalion The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment. Pascall,
we are proud to say, was declared the winner on points. There was no
question as to who was the better man as practically from the beginning
Pascall punished his man very severely without receiving much in return.
At the end of the four rounds Pascall was almost as fresh as when he
started wliereas his opponent was showing distinct signs of fatigue
and effect from the punishment he received. In the general opinion
of the spectators, this contest was one of, if not the best, show of the
evening. We are very gratified to see a most marked improvement iu
Pascall's boxing, his body punching, with all his weight behind it, is
decidedly gruelling. In previous events in past years, Pascall lias
been rather sentimentally inclined toward his opponents, allowing them
to recover when he could have finished the fight with one or two well
placed blows, but nowadays he has overcome such sentimentality
and is all out to win right from the beginning of a contest. We have
great hopes of him in the Territorial Army Boxing Competition this
year and also in the local Territorial Boxing Competition which is to
be held at our Drill Hall, 011 February 22nd and 23rd, and at which we
hope to see as many members of the Battalion (aud the Depot, if they
can come down) to support us 011 that occasion.
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FOLKESTONE DETACHMENT.

The Club and Married Members of the Folkestone Detachment
held a most successful Children's party on Thursday, January 13th.
All were delighted to see Captain and Mrs. HammondDavies and
Capt. Keeler. There are rumours that our annual dance will take place
shortly which it is hoped will be a bigger success than ever.
Through the efforts of an enthusiastic Committee, of which Captain
D. V. Cootc (Commanding Officer of the local detachment of the Buffs)
was Chairman, the members of the club of the 4tli Battalion The Buffs
"D" Company, gave a children's party at the Drill Hall 011 Thursday
afternoon aud evening. Through the kindness of the Brotherhood of
Cheerful Sparrows, the Christmas tree which was such a prominent
feature at the recent New Year treat was left standing, and used again
with much effect, to the delight of the little guests and their friends.
In addition to the gift of the tree, the Brethren also sent a donation
towards the cost of the treat.
The tables, loaded with good things, were a picture. When the
children were filing to the seats, Mr. T. Eaton's capable orchestra
played pleasing selections, as they did also at intervals throughout the
proceedings. Taking the lead from Mr. W. Eaton (who subsequently
played the part of " King's Jester ") grace was reverently sung. Then
the wives, sweethearts, aud lady friends of the members of the club
waited 011 the guests with the best of viands. To the accompaniment of
merry chatter, music and the snap of crackers, the youngsters enjoyed
themselves as only children can. After return grace had been sung,
it was for a time a case of goasyouplease. There was 110 pause in
the fuu, oldtime games and other forms of amusement following in
great variety.
Amongst those who assisted in rendering the affair the great success
it was were Sgt. A. A. Philpott and Mr. A. H. Orchard. The absence,
owing to illness, of Mr. W. Francis, Secretary of the Committee, was
much regretted.
The Committee desire to express their thanks to the helpers, the
Brotherhood of the Cheerful Sparrows, the subscribers to the fund,
Messrs. Stokes Bros., M. Barker, Mr. P. Attwood, the Licensed
Victuallers' Association for useful gifts, the loan of crockery, also Major
C. Bell, for the loan of the hall.
Folkestone Herald.

1st Cadet Company The Buffs.
Halt ! Who goes there ?"
" The Cadets."
Whose Cadets ?"
" The Buffs. 1st Cadet Company affiliated to 4th
Battalion."
May we assume, Mr. Editor, that " All's well " and
we may pass notes of our doings to be broadcast to our
elder brothers ?
We have not done much yet but we are full of good
New Year resolutions which we shall keep, otherwise
Lt. A. W. Twyman and Sgt.Instructor A. Bennett—
both very well known to Buffs here and elsewhere—
may turn out to be veritable Dragons.
On Tuesday, December 14th, *1926, we had a tea at
the Ship Hotel. The guests included Lt.Col. E. B.
Burns (commanding the 4th Buffs), Capt. B. E.
Hammond Davies, M.C. (adjutant of the 4th Buffs),
Mr. A. H. Godfrey, C.C. and Major W. M. K. Marshall.
A very jolly evening was spent, speeches being few and
short and the remainder of the evening was passed in
an
impromptu
concert.
Colonel ' Burns,
after
presenting the silver cup given by the 4th Buffs for the
most efficient Cadet, referred to the Company's luck in
having back exSgt. Instructor Bennett, late of the
Buffs, as one of their number. During the evening,
Lt. A. W. Twyman was the recipient of a handsome
silver cigarette case from the Company in recognition
of his nine years' service with them." The gift was
engraved with the badge of " the old Dragon " and
bore the words " Presented by the 1st Cadet Company,
The Buffs, to Lt. A. W. Twyman, 1926." Mr. Godfrey
briefly addressed the Cadets 011 the objects of such a
Corps and the great pride they should feel in wearing
the King's uniform, aud more especially that they
should be affiliated to the County regiment, The Buffs.
The O.C. takes this opportunity of expressing his
sincere thanks to those who have so kindly showed
interest iu the Company which is wholeheartedly
appreciated.
Our birthday was February 14th, 1918, aud we are
not too proud to accept gifts towards helping our
Company Fund.
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Mrs. Smithers
(SHE BUYS A CHRISTMAS TURKEY).
F course, ray
clear," remarked Mrs. Smithers,
as she untied her back apron strings, " we must
'aye a turkey now that the Cr.Sgt. 'as marked my
ole' man up an extra quid. Yer know its years and
years and years since we 'ad a bird."
" Oh, I agrees wiv everything yer says, my dear"
replied Mrs. Scrubbers. "I'm just like yerself I am
—never knows what it is to 'ave a bird. Of course,
Mrs. Smivvers, I could 'ave 'ad one if me 'usband
wasn't such a blithering idiot. Yes, Mrs. Smivvers—
a blithering idiot I calls 'im. Why ! 'e came 'ome late
last night and when I pointed to the clock 'e said as
'ow 'e picked up such a lovely bird on the Queen's
Parade, and when I asks 'im where it was, yer could
'ave knocked me down with a feather when 'e said 'e'd
lorst it. Just like Mr. Scrubbers, my dear—not a bit
of sense like us women. I'd sooner 'ave two or three
'ard boiled eggs and a savaloy than all the birds
"
" I aint talking about breakfasts, Mrs. Scrubbers "
came the interjection. " Fancy any married woman
of known respectability 'aving a Christmas dinner on
three 'ard boiled eggs and a savaloy. I some'ow can
see Mr. Smithers running round the kitchen table with
a savaloy aplaying them billiards with those eggs.
Now come along me dear, lets get out before the shops
shut ; as I was asaying, Mrs. Scrubbers : there's
nothing like seeing what there is to see—it give yer
such a Christmas appetite.
It was not long before both were eyeing the long
rows of turkeys adorning the front of a local butehcFs
shop. The birds looked as if they appreciated their
unfortunate position very keenly indeed, and the
terrible time in store for the wretch that fell into the
hands of Mrs. Smithers. One particular specimen
—whose head was turned slightly left—looked as if he
was saying to his neighbour " What have we all done
to deserve this ?" There they hung, by the legs, with
heads downwards, sorrow in their eyes—that is,
in those that had any—and their poor skins ranging
in colour from a light huff to a deep yellow.
" 'Ere yar, lydies !" shouted the man outside the
shop on spotting our two friends. " Everyone on
'em guaranteed a prime
"
" Prime did you say ?" asked Mrs. Smithers.
" Why, lor bless yer misses, they're more prime
than the 'ead of the 'ouse of Commons." Then the
butcher hooked down a distinctly deep yellow bird,
smacked it with his hand loudly and exclaimed
" Yer've never seen a better turkey in yer life.
Look at 'is colour—brought up on canary seed as an
advertisement for the Mustard Club."
Mrs Smithers, however, did not appear particularly
struck with the Mustard Club's advertisement, and
bending down, was about to poke her nose under the
left wing when a passing soldier shouted out " Where's
yer gas mask. Mother ?" This untimely interruption
caused her quickly to draw back, whilst Mrs. Scrubbers
vowed there was something about that bird, which,
iu 'er 'umble opinion, did not make it quite the
thing for a Christmas dinner table.
" I don't think I'll 'ave it " remarked Mrs. Smithers.
" I neither likes it's colour or flavour, and what's "jore,
the bird I buys must be what they calls a lady bird."
" That's right, my dear," interposed Mrs. Scrubbers.
" Don't let 'im palm any old tiling on yer ! I only read
iu the paper this morning, my dear, that the best birds
are lady birds, and don't 'ave a bird that's got whiskers
or it won't be tender."
" Why whiskers" exclaimed the butcher as lie
again smacked the bird. " Its simply grand. Did
yer ever see a good turkey wivawt a beard ? Why,
the good old yellow colour is a sign of 'ealth. Lor
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bless yer, if 'e only tastes as 'alf as good as 'e looks
yer'll 'ave the finest dinner yer've 'ad for many a day !"
" What I wants to know " spoke Mrs. Smithers,
"is it a lady bird as
"
" Quite right, my dear, must be a lady bird. Don't
let 'im pass yer orf a gentleman " said Mrs. Scrubbers.
" Umph !" snarled the butcher, as he twisted and
turned the turkey about in his hands. At last he
swore it was absolutely impossible for a man bird to
have such a pretty face and eyes. Then confidentially
whispered into the ears of Mrs. Smithers " I'm not a
dealer in the slave market, ^misses—I've got kids of me
own " and holding up the* turkey by the legs—" I'll
sell yer this, lydy, for ten bob " a sum, being cheap,
suited Mrs. Smither's pocket.
" Don't tell anyone what yer gave for it or I won't
'ave enough to go round. Shall I pull it for yer ?"
asked the butcher.
" No thanks " answered Mrs. Smithers. " I knows
summit about turkeys."
" Yes, my dear " said Mrs. Scrubbers. " They
finds gold watches in 'em sometimes."
The bird was wrapped up in brown paper and
handed to Mrs. Smithers in exchange for the sum of
ten shillings. On the road home the pair feeling a
little thirsty, decided to enter the ' Angel's Rest,'
a familiar resort of the people who count amongst the
figures of local society. The place appeared to be
unduly crowded, but this did not trouble Mrs. Smithers.
" Let's go inside, my dear " she said, " even if we
'as to wait for a drink. I don't care if it's a Saloon
bar as tliey says ; I'm just as good as any on 'em, my
dear, with their ' this ' and their ' thats.' I bet none
of 'em 'as got a turkey for their Christmas dinner."
When the pair entered, Mrs. Smithers placed her
parcel under the table and flopped herself 011 the couch
alongside the Hon. Mrs. Sniffum, who, giving a slight
' ahem ' began to feel rather uncomfortable.
" Get a couple of drops of gin, old dear " spoke
Mrs. Smithers as her friend made an effort to reach
the counter. Then the Hon. Mrs. Sniffum sniffed and
sniffed and finally,
winding up with a violent sneeze
shouted "Jimmy! Jimmy! where are you?"
"Oh ! I'm so sorry you've got such a nasty cold,
lydy " remarked Mrs." Smithers. Yer know Jimmy's
the* name of me 'usband, and 'ees so different to other
men ; I suppose your Jimmy aint a soldier, is 'e ?"
No reply was given, as with a look of disgust the
Hon. Mrs. Sniffum got up and walked out of the bar
followed by Jimmy—a unique specimen of an upto
date Pom—making frantic efforts to drag the brown
paper parcel along the sawdust.
" My gawd !" exclaimed Mrs. Smithers, as she dived
to retrieve her turkey, which was only recovered after
a tussle resembling a tugowar. " That's the way
they trains their dorgs to pinch these days : I wonder
as 'ow she guessed it was a turkey ? J innny ! J immy !
—yes, I knows what she meant and so did 'er blinking
dorg."
The remaining occupants of the bar became uneasy.
One man, who was about to take a drink, suddenly
dropped his glass and rushed out; another passed
remarks about the drains and suggested the local
sanitary inspector should be sent for to investigate ;
others did not agree and anticipated a nearby chemical
factorv had caught alight and the proper course was
to ring up the fire brigade.
Midst all this, both Mrs.
Smithers and Mrs. Scrubbers sat unmoved, drinking
gin and passing rude remarks about society ladies and
poms, until hearing the first post sounding o'er the
atmosphere, they decided to get back to quarters.
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When they paused outside a provision dealers,
a parson, who was about to purchase a few rashers for
the local poor of Aldershot, made a sudden gurgling
noise, muttered something about bad eggs and flew
down the street without completing his transaction.
The shopkeeper looked desperate. " Says me eggs
aint fresh, lydies : why, if them parsons were 'alf as
good as them eggs, they'd be rays of living light. They
'as their noses in the wrong place they 'as."
" I quite agrees wiv yer " answered Mrs. Smithers.
" Yes, the man's quite right in what 'e says, me
dear," interposed Mrs. Scrubbers. " Take a turkey
for example—at one end yer gets 'is beak and the other
the parson's
"
" Come along, Mrs. Scrubbers—lets get along before
lights out in the quarters." Nearing the guard room
they were startled by a terrific yell of " Guard, turn
out." Out the guard rushed, and stood as stiff as door
nails, each with his head high in the air.
" What's in that parcel ?" demanded the Sergeant.
" What's it to do wiv you " retorted Mrs. Smithers.
" Yes, my dear " interjected Mrs. Scrubbers.
That's what 'e asks the men when they answers their
names. If they say " Fish and Chips " well—of course,
the sergeant 'as a good supper. Mustn't bring parcels
into barracks or they gets put on a crime, my dear."
When Private Smithers arrived home he wondered
at the unusual number of cats crying piteously outside
the quarters. On entering, he wondered still more at
the thickness of the atmosphere until he discovered his
wife and her friend searching for gold watches on the
kitchen table.
" What do yer think of the lovely bird, Jimmy ?"
enquired Mrs. Smithers, expecting her husband to be
full of gratitude.
" Phew !" replied Jimmy. " There's only one place
to put 'im."
" Yes, my dear—in the oven."
" No—awt the blinking window," came the quick
reply, and suiting the action to the words, the bird
disappeared !
(Continued in April).
R e g i m e n t a l G a z e t t e — continued.
POSTINGS.
6279322 Cpl. B. Wickham, reposted to 2nd Battalion The Buffs,
w.e.f. 131226.
1664671 Cpl. W. Payne, 6282307 L/c. H. Kemsley, 6282754 I,/e.
C. Pitch, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion, 111226.
6281984 Pte. C. Jordan, (1st Battalion The Buffs), disembarked at
Southampton, csH.T. Neuralia, 131226. Joined Depot same day.
6282145 Pte. E. Gummer, disembarked at Tilbury, 12127, ex S.S.
,Atsuta Maru from 1st Battalion The Buffs. Joined Depot, 131 27.
STRENGTH—DECREASE.
6188637 Sgt. A. Daisley, M.M., posted to 1st Battalion The Buffs,
3127, and s.o.s.
ATTACHED.
6278534 Sgt. C. McNeir, 6281690 Cpl. VV. Knight, 6653815 L/Cpl.
W. Cross (2nd Battalion The Buffs), attached to this Depot for all
purposes w.e.f. 2127 inc.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength and posted to companies as shown :—
6280588 Pte. W. Baigent, "A" (M), 241126; 6283450 Pte. G.
Barker, "A" (R), 31126; 6283451 Pte. F. Farrier, "A" (M), 30 11
26; 6283453 Pte. A. Heath, "C" (T), 12526; 6283452 Pte. \V.
Oliver, "C" (C), 23 1026.
REENGAGEMENTS.
Reengaged for one year w/e from dates shown ;—
6280829" Pte. A. Burt, "C," 201226 ; 6281960 Cpl. G. Davis,
"B," 18127; 6281191 Pte. J. Frost, "B," 7427; 6282029 Pte. G.
Potts, "B," 15227.
DISCHARGES & TRANSFERS.
6283289 Pte. R. Archer, "B" (C), transferred to 5th Batt. RAV.K.
w/e from 101226.
6281944 Pte. E. Fridd, "C" (H), discharged on termination of en
gagement w/e from 201226.
6283005 Pte. F. Hayward, "A" (R), struck off streugth under para.
303 T.A. Regs, w/e from 311226.
6282526 Pte. F. Schofield, "A" (M) aud 6280979 Pte. G. Torry,
"A" (M), ditto.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE

OF OFFICERS.
Major R. H. W. Baker, late Mila., to be Major (Nov. 7th), with senv.
Oct. 11th, 1925.

The 3rd Battalion.

Capt. R. H. W. Baker resigns commn. (Nov. 7th), and is granted
the rank of Major.

The 4th Battalion.

Pte. M. B. Hewitt, 28tli Loud. R. (late Capt., 28th bond. R.), to be
Lt. with precedence as from March 2nd, 1924 (Dec. 29tli).

TERRITORIAL ARMY.
Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C., to be Bt. Major (Jan. 1st).

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
Pte. J. Castle, 111226; Pte. W. Chapman, 81226; Pte. J.
Stokes, 181226; Pte. R. Cropton, 301226; Pte. J. A. Harper,
3127 ; Pte. F. H. Beal, 4127 ; Pte. II. G. Thomas, 4127;
Pte. F. Harris, 11127; Pte. V. Randall, 11127; Pte. J. Mason.
10127; Pte. J. Dawson, 10127; Pte. C. Leggatt, 11127:
Pte. V. Edwards, 11127; Pte. A. Marshall, 11127; Pte. C.
Burden, 11127 ; Pte. S. Sansorn, 10127 ; Pte. W. Beard, 111—27
Pte. N. Ratcliffe, 7127 ; Pte. F. Catlin, 4127 ; Pte. T. Towner,;
8127 ; Pte. E. Woodford, 11127 ; Pte. P. Bulleu, 11 1 27 ; Pte.
A. Jennings, 11 127; Pte. C. Sparkes, 11127.

TRANSFERS

TO

ARMY RESERVE.

6279279 Pte. W. Poole and 6281836 Pie. W. Walker, transferred
to the Army Reserve under para. 362 (ii) (c) K.R., 81226.
6281984*Pte. C. G. Jordan, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (ii) (c) 181226.
6280018 Pte. A. Howard and 6279260 Pte. E. Rosser, transferred
to the Army Reserve under para. 362 (i) K.R., 221226.
6280030" Pte. F. Richards, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (i) K.R., 311226.
6280028 Pte. J. Varne, 6280036 Pie. J. Angel and 6280070 Pte. A.
Edwards, transferred to the Army Reserve under para. 362 (i) K.R.,
1127.
6280035 Pte. C. Calvo, transferred to the Army Reserve under para.
362 (i) K.R., 2127.
6280055 Pte. W. Packman, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (i) K.R., 4127.
6280039 Pte. J. Bourner, 6280040 Pte. H. Killiek, 6280042 Pte. A.
Geal and 6280050 Pte. B. Marriott, transferred to the Army Reserve
under para. 362 (i) K.R., 5127.
6280178 Pte. G. Port and 6280059 Pte. R. Rowland, transferred
to the Army Reserve under para. 362 (i) K.R., 6127.
6280058 Pte. W. Hayward, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R., 7127.
6280069 Drm. W. E Wells, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R., 12127.
6280062 L/c. VV. Axten, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (I) K.R., 11 1 27.
6280066 Pte. W. Sullivan, 6280068 Pte. b. Wyeth transferred lo
the Army Reserve under para. 362 (1) K.R., 12127.
6280072 Pte. H. Johnson, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R., 13127.
6278634 Pte. A. Hudson, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R., 17126.
DISCHARGES.
6283390 Pte. A. Fitzwater, discharged under para. 363 (iii), K.R.'s,
141226.
6281899 Pte. F. Parker, discharged under para. 363 (xiii) K.R.,
141226.
6191766 C.S.M. C. Terry, discharged under para. 363 (xxi) K.R.,

211226.

6278108 C.Q.M.S. R. Dixon, discharged under para. 363 (xxviu),
K.R., 211226.
6283486 Pte. J. Hardie, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a) K.R.,
211226.
,
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6283477 Pte. S. J. Manning, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a)
K.R., 231226.
6280032 Pte. E. Beech, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) (a) K.R.,
311226.
6283150 Pte. J. Marsden, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a) K.R. s,
4 127.
EDUCATIONAL AWARD.
6282972 L/Cpl. I, Chapman, awarded 1st Class Certificate ot
Education, 13 10 26, at an examination held at Canterbury in October,
1926.
PROMOTIONS.
6282153 L/Cpl. F. Drake, promoted Corporal, 9127.

APPOINTMENT.
6281824 Cpl. S. Harvey, appointed banceSergeant (Paid), 1712

RICHARDSON & Co.
26 KING STREET,
ST. JAMES'S,
LONDON, S.W. 1 .
SUPPLY—

Regimental Kit of all kinds
Regimental Buttons and Badges
Swagger Canes
Sports Requisites
Sports Prizes
Shooting Prizes
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'Ibouse jfurnisbers
LARGE
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&
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Proprietors:

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W. 1.
Telephone:
REGENT 0186.

Telegrams :
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WALKER & HARRIS, LTD.
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March, 1927.

Personalia.

ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget is still at
Cannes and has been shewing much
kindness and hospitality to Colonel Lucas
and Major Hickman, who, as mentioned in
our last number, are staying there.
Major Hickman writes that Sir Arthur is
very well indeed.
We congratulate Major General Sir Arthur
Lynden Bell on winning the monthly Medal
at Wrotham Heath Golf Club last month,
thereby reducing his handicap to 12.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge is having
good sport in Donegal, three good fish in one
day, so far, being his best.
We regret to announce the death of
Colonel D. F. Lewis, which occurred at
his home at Seagry, Chippenham on February
2nd. We are indebted to MajorGeneral B. R.
Mitford and Colonel R. S. H. Moody for the
obituary notices which appear in this number.
Colonel R. E. Power handed over Com
mand of the 1st Battalion to Major Howard
Smith at Gibraltar on the 7th February.
Major Guy Lee has joined the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot as senior major; at
the time of going to press he has not been
successful in finding
a suitable house. We
often wonder wiry some enterprising financiers
or company do not build a block of service
flats (furnished and unfurnished) at Aldershot.
Such an undertaking would, we think, prove
a lucrative investment as well as a great
convenience to many married officers.

Write:Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone:

513.

Price Sixpence.

Colonel J. Steele, writing from Dublin,
informs us of the evacuation of the
Royal Plospital at Kilmainham, by the
Old Pensioners. We publish Colonel .Steele's
letter in our correspondence column, together
with a photograph of a very old Buff, one of
the remaining pensioners, now housed in the
infirmary adjacent to the hospital.
Major IT W. Tomlinson has been staying
with Major Archer Houblon at Welford Park,
Newbury.
Captain H. H. C. and Mrs. Baird have
returned from France and are at present
staying at Brighton. They expect to return
to Canterbury about the middle of this month.
Captain R. M. Watson, having sent in his
papers in order to take up a business career
in Paris, has been replaced at the Depot by
Captain C. J. Wood.
It is hoped to hold a dance and cabaret
at Canterbury on April 29th in aid of The
Benevolent Fund.
Should the proposal
materialize, we wish it every success and hope
all who can, will support it to the best of their
ability.
The Benevolent Fund has recently received
from Miss Freeman a most acceptable gift of
clothing, etc., which belonged to her father
who has recently died.
Such gifts are more than useful, enabling
the Secretary of the Association to provide
necessary clothing for those in distressed
circumstances.
Captain S. L. P. Barker has recently been
staying with Brig.General R. McDouall and
has now returned to Natal.
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We hear news of Captain R. B. Sandilands
who is now with the Camel Corps at Bara,
Kordotan, Sudan. He was expecting to be
joined by Lieut. N. E. Hoare who recently
went out to the Sudan Defence Force.

Tomlin—Barton.—6278679 L/Sgt. H. Tom
lin, married at Weymouth to Evelyn
Ethel Barton, 4/1/27.

Owing to Captain Allen's departure for
China, we feared it would not be possible to
continue the series " Battles of The Buffs."
Mr. Foster Hall, has, however, very kindly
consented to continue these interesting
historical records.

Joy.—6279588 Sgt. F. Joy, died at Aldershot
on 8/2/27 from Influenza and Double
Broncho Pneumonia.
Lewis.—On February 2nd, 1927, at Hunger
down, Seagry, Chippenham, Colonel David
Francis Lewis, C.B., late The Buffs.

The Committee of the Past and Present
Association is very grateful to Canon
Burnside for his kindness in applying to it for
a suitable man as Drill Instructor at St.
Edmund's College, Canterbury.
We understand Sgt. Martin is applying for
the post.
The Memorial Service at Canterbury
Cathedral will be held this year on Sunday,
August 14th, at 12.15 p.m., and not during
Canterbury Cricket Week.
The Past and Present Cricket Match will
take place on the Depot Ground on .Saturday,
August 13th.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Lawrence.—6281820 Pte. W. Lawrence, a
daughter, Dorothy Ada, born at Chilham,
Nr. Canterbury, 5/12/26.
MARRIAGES.

Bowman—Cornick.—6279181
L/Cpl.
R.
Bowman, married at Weymouth to Alice
May Cornick, 17/12/26.
Brambleby—Read.—6282129 Pte. R. Bram
bleby, married at Portland to Violet
Veronica Read, 1/2/27.
Hooker—Pont.—6282084 Pte. W. Hooker,
married at Canterbury, 1/1/27, to Ivy
Florence Pont.
Johnson—Mulholland.—6281947 L/Cpl. G.
Johnson, married at Weymouth to Elsie
May Mulholland, 27/12/26.
Miller—Jones.—6281815 L/Cpl. N. Miller,
married at Edmonton, Middlesex, to
Constance Evelyn Jones, 2/4/23.
Tallack—Newington.—6281429
Pte.
S.
Tallack, married at Canterbury, to Ada
Louisa Newington, 27/9/24.

DEATHS.

Obituary.

D

COLONEL D. F. LEWIS, C.B.

AVID Francis Lewis was a type of those
good soldiers who served and retired
before the Great War consigned their doings
to comparative oblivion.
Born October 21st, 1855, he joined the 2nd
Battalion The Buffs earl}7 in 1876 and at
once, under the name of Taffy, became one of
the most popular members of the officers'
mess and an object of esteem to those in the
ranks.
Accompanying his battalion abroad on the
illfated St. Lawrence, he served with it in
Zululand, where he was wounded in the head
and remained with it on foreign service until
1886, when, being then at Cairo, he transferred
himself to the Egyptian Army.
Egypt was at this time undergoing a sort
of transition period. The attempt to relieve
Gordon had failed ; the Soudan had been
evacuated and Wolseley and other leading
Generals had returned to England, leaving
younger and more or less untried officers to
organise and lead a new army and ultimately
to reconquer the Soudan and restore peace
to a distracted country.
Seldom in our history has a band of men
served so successfully as these did from 1885
up to the Battle of Omdurman and after and
Lewis, who was soon promoted into the
Cheshire regiment, was no mean member of
that fraternity (as he commanded with
distinction a brigade at the Battles of Atbara
and Omdurman and afterwards was entrusted
with a detached force which pursued a
considerable hostile army up the Blue Nile
and defeated and scattered it at Gedid).
Therefore when he left the army in 1905
he was a Colonel, a C.B., A.D.C. to the
Sovereign and had been thanked by Parlia
ment for his services.
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Like all physically fit exofficers, who had
passed on age from the reserve, he rushed to
work again in 1914.
Taffy was not a public school boy, but he
was a sportsman and very much beloved.
Being a faithful friend he never, if he could
help it, lost touch with old comrades. His
kindliness and generosity overflowed to all
with whom he came into contact and his
hospitality was famous. He was a good
horseman and hunted regularly till the end.
His was one of those personalities which
somehow become very widely known and
many, besides old soldiers, will miss the cheery,
genial little gentleman who has gone, and
mourn todaj7 the merry companion and true
hearted gallant soldier whom they knew as
Taffy.
He leaves a widow, whom he married in
1910 and to whom we offer our sincere
condolence.
David Francis Lewis joined the 2nd Battalion at
Mullinger in 1876 and went with them to Natal two
years later. He served throughout the Zulu Campaign
with the Regiment, being present at the action of
Inyezane, where he was slightly wounded in the fore
head, and in Ekowi, during the investment. Then
followed tours of duty in the Straits and at Hong Kong,
in which latter place, during '845, he was A.D.C. to
the Governor, Sir George Bowen.
In November, '85, the Battalion left Hong Kong
for England, but on arriving at Suez on November
30th, they were disembarked at a moment's notice and
proceeded to Cairo, and a fortnight later up the Nile
to Assuan. In February the following year, Lewis
was selected by Sir Francis Grenfell, the Sirdar, for
employment with the Egyptian Army, and he left to
join the Headquarters of that force in Cairo, little
thinking at the time that he had said farewell to the
Buffs. His immediate Chief in the Egyptian War
Office was for some time Colonel Sir Henry Hallam
Parr, who had a great opinion of Lewis's abilities and
judgment. There he remained until 1890, though
during that time he was temporarily detached to
command the defences of Suakin during Osman Digna's
investment of that town in December, '88, aud similarly
at Haifa in July and August the following year, during
Wad el Negurin's operations against the Frontier
Province.
In 1890 he was appointed to the command of the
X. Soudanese, and next year was transferred to that of
the IX. Soudanese.
In the spring of 1896, when the Expedition to
Dongola was decided upon, Lewis was appointed to the
command of the 1st Egyptian Brigade, and took part in
the actions of Ferket and Hafir. In the early part of
'97 he was sent as Commandant to Merowi, then the
furthest station up the Nile. Next year he again was
in command of the 1st Egyptian Brigade at the battles
of the Atbara and of Omdurman, and in that December
lie fought a very gallant action at Rosaires on the Blue
Nile, near the Abyssinian border, against a dervish
leader, Ahmed Fedil, in recognition of which he was
made A.D.C. to the Queen.
He was then for some time Commandant of
Omdurman, and he remained there until he left the
Egyptian Service in 1903.
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" Taffy " was of a very lovable nature : most kind
and helpful to those under him ; he was intensely
human and had a very generous disposition.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur I,yndenBell writes :—
"There are Buffs, such for example as Col. Vyvyan and Major
Tylden Pattenson, who had the luck to serve with " Taffy " Lewis.
Personally, I never had this good fortime, but I knew him intimately
and I yield to no one in my admiration of this great Buff and splendid
soldier. As lie himself once told me, he was never so happy as when on
active service. It was for this reason that he, whose love for the
Regiment was unequalled, went to the Egyptian Army. His career
in Egypt added enormously to his already great reputation, but what
pleased him most was that in the accounts of his many brilliant exploits
he was always described as " Lewis of The Buffs."
An officer of the Egyptian Army who served for a long time with
" Taffy " Lewis once said to me : " Lewis is one of the bravest as well
as of the cheeriest fellows I ever met. Your regiment ought to be very
proud of him." We are.

Matters of Interest.
IMPERIAL DEFENCE COLLEGE.
Obligation of Officers Attending Courses.
It is officially stated that an officer selected to
undergo a course at the Imperial Defence College will
be required to sign an honourable undertaking to
continue to serve in the Army, after the termination
of the course, for a minimum period of five years if
required to do so. This undertaking will not preclude
the Arm}' Council from releasing an officer from his
obligation should circumstances justify release; but
an officer who is permitted to resign his commission
before the expiration of the period for which he under
takes to continue to serve, will be required to join the
Regular Army Reserve of Officers.
MILITARY HISTORY.
Examination of Officers for Promotion.
The following campaigns are those on which the
Military History papers will be set, as from March,
1928, in the examinations of lieutenants and captains
for promotion :—Waterloo Campaign for March, 1928,
October, 1928 and March, 1929 Examinations;
Palestine Campaign, 191718 (from 28th June, 1917 to
conclusion of operations, as covered by despatches
dated 16th December, 1917, 18th September and 31st
October, 1918, and 28tli June, 1919), for October,
1928, March, 1929 aud October, 1929 Examinations,
and
Mesopotamia,
191617,
for
March,
1928
Examination.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.
Regimental Promotion.
The Territorial Army Regulations have been
amended so as to provide that all substantive
lieutenantcolonels who have completed four years
in a lieutenantcolonel's command or hi an appointment
carrying that rank will be eligible, if recommended,
for promotion to the rank of brevetcolonel as a reward
for their services in the T.A. All substantive
lieutenantcolonels will, provided that they have
completed four years in command of a unit or in an
appointment carrying that rank, be eligible by selection
for the substantive rank of colonel and will, if selected,
be promoted to that rank on vacating their command
or appointment.
MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE IN THE ARMY.
The rates of Marriage Allowance for soldiers for
the period April, 1927, to March, 1928, will, in view
of the index figure for the cost of living, as published
by the Ministry of Labour on 1st January, 1927, being
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75, be those shown in the official scale under the figure
70, viz. : wife only, 7/; wife and one child, 13/ up
to 24/ for wife and seven children, with 1/ for every
child over that number.
ARMY PROMOTION.
Educational Qualifications.
It is officially stated that the educational
qualifications required for promotion to warrant and
noncommissioned ranks have been revised in view of
the progress made in educational training.
As from 1st July next the educational qualifications
required for promotion will be as follows :—
(1) To Warrant Officer, Army Educational Corps,
a Special Certificate (the equivalent of Matriculation) ;
(2) To Warrant Officer in any Corps other than the
Army Educational Corps ; StaffSergeant storeman,
Royal Army Ordnance Corps ; Staff Sergeant, Royal
Army Pay Corps ; Artillery Clerk, II. Division, and
various SergeantClerks, a First Class Certificate ;
(3) To ColourSergeant, Sergeant, LanceSergeant,
Corporal, Bombadier," Engineer Clerk LanceCorporal,
Armourer Private, Royal Army Ordnance Corps, etc.,
a Second Class Certificate.
ROYAL MILITARY ACADEMY.
Non Commissioned Officers to be Admitted.
It is officially stated that, commencing in February,
1928, three vacancies will be available each halfyear
at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, for selected
and qualified noncommissioned officers, with a view
to their obtaining commissions in the Royal Artillery,
Royal Engineers and Royal Corps of Signals.
Candidates from Cavalry, Royal Artillery, Royal
Engineers, Royal Signals, Infantry, Royal Tank Corps
and Royal Army Service Corps, must have been
employed in a capacity demanding powers of leader
ship for not less than three months ; aud in this
connection, candidates from the Royal Signals and
the R.A.S.C. will normally be required to be attached
to an infantry battalion for this period. Candidates
from the R.A.M.C., R.A.O.C., R.A.V.C. and Army
Educational Corps must have been attached for nine
months to a field or pack battery, and have been
employed in a capacity demanding powers of leader
ship for a period of not less than six months. All
X.C.O. candidates must obtain a qualifying minimum
of 40 per cent, in the lower mathematics and physics
papers set at the army entrance examination for
admission to the Royal Military Academy.
WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.
During December, 107 soldiers completed their
courses of vocational training at Hounslow and
Catterick and were discharged from the Army on the
termination of their Colour Service. Of this number,
91 obtained immediate employment in civil life, some
going to bricklaying, carpentry,
painting and
decorating and others* to motor and electrical work,
general farming, market gardening and ten other forms
of employment.
'* YOUNG BUFFS."
This title was earned by the Blast Surrey Regiment
at the Battle of Dettingen in 1743. " One episode of
" the battle has been preserved by regimental
" tradition. It is said that late in the action the King
" went in person to lead the 20th and 31st Regiments
" forward and was pleased by their animation and

" eagerness. Misled by the colour of the facings of
" the latter regiment the King called out ' Bravo,
" Buffs.' Some' of the officers are said to have replied
" ' Sir, we are the Thirtyfirst, not the Old Buffs.' His
" Majesty then rejoined, ' Bravo, Young Buffs,' and
" this name, highly prized for the time and manner
" of its being conferred, has ever since been used with
" pride by the regiment."
The expression is still often used, for instance at
football matches—" Come on the Young Buffs " being
a recognized form of encouragement.
The East Surrey still have buff in their regimental
tie, and on the mess liveries, but have not used buff
facings since 1881, when the 31st was linked to the
70th Foot.
[We are indebted for the above to Captain H. H.
Stacke, O.B.E., of the 'East Surrey Regiment. Ed.]

ARMY OFFICERS' ART SOCIETY.
The above Society was founded in 1925 by the late
LieutenantColonel A. F. OwenLewis, D.S.O., Green
Howards, iu order to afford to Officers holding or
having held a permanent commission in the Regular
Army or Royal Marines, and interested in, or practising
any form of Art, an opportunity of getting into touch
with one another and of exhibiting their work
once a year iu a leading Loudon Art Gallery.
Two Exhibitions have already been held and have
proved successful. A considerable number of Sales
were effected on each occasion, and the proceeds of the
Exhibitions after payment of expenses were handed
over to F. M. Earl Haig's Fund for ExServicc Men.
/46 19s. 4d. was handed over to this Fund as the
proceeds of the last Exhibition.
An Exhibition will be held next October in new
Galleries now in course of construction in Burlington
Gardens.
The election of Members is vested in the Committee,
who may require Candidates to submit examples of
their work. These need not necessarily be framed, and
can therefore be sent without difficulty from any part
of the world.
The Annual Subscription is f \ 5s., which entitles
a Member to exhibit four works free of further charge.
Two more may be admitted oil payment of a hanging
fee of 5/ each.
Officers interested are invited to communicate with
the Hon. Secretary, 2 St. Leonard's Terrace, Chelsea,
S.W. 3, who will "lie pleased to answer any enquiries
and to forward a copy of the Rules and List of
members.
F. A. WILKINSON, Major,
February, 1927.
Eon. Secretary.

HUNT EOINTTOPOINT RACES.
(In Kent).
Wed., Mar. 30. West Street Harriers.
Sat., April 2. Shorncliffe Drag.
6. West Kent Fox Hounds.
Wed.,
,,
9. Tickham Hounds.
Sat.,
16. Ashford Valley Hounds.
Sat.,
18. East Kent Hounds.
Moil.,
,, 23. MidKent Stag Hounds.
Sat.,

„
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THE CRIMEAN WAR.
Brig.Gen. Van Straubenzee a n d O f f i c e r s , T h e Buffs.

Reproduced by kind permission of "Country Life:'

Officers of the West India Regiment leaving Buckingham Palace,
after surrendering the Colours to the King.

Reproduced Oy kind permission of the "livening Standard."

Maj. Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., Gapt. R, Child, Lt.Col, Miller, D.S.O., Capt. W. R. M. Webster.

481

THE DRAGON

482

Marriage.

ROYAL ULSTER YACHT CLUB.
Election of RearCommodore.

LIEUT. C. HAGGARD AND MISS P. M. DREW.

The Chairman proposed that Lieut.Colonel R. G.
Raines, D.S.O., be RearCommodore for the ensuing
year. He was a man of many parts, a very good
sailing man, and a splendid sportsman. A better man
for the position could not be found, and they were
looking forward to a prosperous year under his
guidance. (Applause).
Mr. G. C. Lepper, in seconding, said it was
important that they should have a good man for the
job, for he was following in the footsteps of one who
had made a thorough success of it last year, and had
done everything possible for the success of the club.
(Applause).
The motion was passed with applause.
Lieut.Colonel Raines then took the chair amidst
applause. In returning thanks, he said they had given
him a hard task, for he had to follow one of the best
rearcommodores they ever had. His only hope was
that he would be able to pull as strong a weight as Mr.
M'lllwaine had done. He knew he would have the
support of the committee, and he would do all iu his
power to promote the welfare of the club. (Applause).

The marriage took place at Holy Trinity, Brompton,
on January 6th of Mr. Charles Haggard, The Buffs,
son of BrigadierGeneral and Mrs. Henry Haggard, of
Larkfield House, near Maidstone and Miss Phyllis
Drew, daughter of the late Mr. W. W. Drew, I.C.S.,
and stepdaughter of Mrs. Drew, of 19 Wetherby
Mansions, S.W.
Sir Hugh Murray gave away the bride, who wore—
this is beyond the powers of the subEditor, who is
reconciled by the fact that the majority of readers
would have no idea what it was, even if it did come
within his scope—suffice it to say that she looked very
charming, with bridesmaids and two trainbearers
completing the retinue.
Mr. Alec Drew, R.A., the bride's brother, was best
man. After the ceremony, a reception was held at the
Hotel Rembrandt, and, as is usual at wedding
receptions, " Godspeed and good luck " to the bride
and bridegroom were given in the approved manner.
Partakers included Mr. Penlington, accompanied by
Mrs. Penlington and Messrs. Airy, Bruce and Botley
of the Buffs.

WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.
During January, 85 soldiers completed their courses
of vocational training at Hounslow and Catterick and
were discharged from the Army on the termination of
their Colour Service. Of this number, 70 obtained
immediate employment in civil life, some going to
bricklaying, carpentry and agriculture, and others to
motor and electrical work, painting and decorating,
and many other forms of employment.

Our Contemporaries.

Mr. and Mrs. Haggard.

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Die Hards."
" The Gunner."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Iron Duke."
" FaughaBallagh."
" The Ivillywhites' Gazette."
" The Chronicle of the Duke of York's Royal
Military School."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" The Bugle "
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" Journal of The Society of Army Historical
Research."
" On The March."
" The Snapper."
" The King's Shropshire Light Infantry and Here
fordshire Regimental Journal."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" British Legion Journal."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" ILibernia."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Sapper."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" The Tiger and the Sphinx."
" The China Dragon." 
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Buffs.

No. 14.
ELIXHEIM (18TH JULY, 1705 AND RAMILLIES (23RD MAY, 1706).
FTER the battle of Blenheim, Prince
George of Denmark's regiment and the
A
four others that had suffered most heavily

near the Castle of Wanghe and drove the
garrison from the castle itself. The pontoniers
came forward to lay their bridges over the
in that battle were sent down the Rhine as
river, but the infantry would not wait for
escort to the French prisoners. Reaching the
them ; scrambling through hedges and across
Hague in October, 1704, they were employed
bogs, they crossed first the river, then the
on garrison duty through the winter, were
ditch which formed part of the defensive
made up to strength by the arrival of new
position and finally
the rampart itself.
recruits from England and rejoined the army
Dropping breathless into the French lines,
in the early spring of 1705.
they created such surprise that three regiments
Marlborough was anxious to commence the
of French dragoons retired without ateempting
campaign of 1705 by bringing the French to
resistance. The allied cavalry now began to
battle in Lorraine, but he could not induce
file over the pontoon bridges, but in the
Marshal Villars to leave the strong position he
meantime the enemy was arriving from
was holding. The German
the north in great strength
contingent, also, failed to make
with some twenty battalions,
its promised appearance and
forty squadrons and also
about this time there came a
artillery. The allied cavalry
change in the general situation.
was in the nick of time, and
Marshal Villeroy, who com
after forming them up, Marl
manded the French in Flanders,
borough led them to the
captured Huy and laid siege to
charge. They were thrown
Liege, and so Marlborough
back by a countercharge and
decided to move against him.
the Duke, who was on a flank,
It was never Marlborough's
was nearly cut off, but with a
custom to let his plans be
second charge they routed the
known to many people, and it
enemy and captured liis guns.
was not until after tattoo had
The French foot extricated
been beaten on the 17th June
themselves from the fight with
that the army started in com
great steadiness and retired
plete silence on their tenday
without interference in the
march to the north. Here they
direction they had come, as
found the French and Bavarians
unfortunately the battalions
once more back behind the
of the advanced guard had
shelter of their strong defensive
been halted after crossing the
line, which was altogether some
river and could not now be put
eighty miles in length.
into the fight. The main body
It was soon discovered that
of infantry and artillery did
the
French
had
complete
not arrive in time to take an}7
confidence in the strength of
part. Some 1,200 to 1,400
their line just northwest of Prince George of Denmark, prisoners and twelve guns
16S9—1708.
Landen, the scene of the battle
were taken from the enemy,
of 1693 and in consequence had given it
In the next two months the allied
a small garrison ; on the other hand the right
army was twice on the point of engaging the
flank near Namur was reckoned the weakest
French, but each time the Dutch deputies,
part.
Marlborough
therefore,
planned
supported by the Dutch generals, refused at
a demonstration against this weak part and
the last moment to give their consent, and the
succeeded in frightening Marshal Villeroy into
troops had to be called back. After the
sending his reserves in this direction. On
reduction of the small fort of Sand Vliet to the
the same day, the 17th July, immediately
north of Antwerp in October, 1705, Churchill's
after tattoo he sent on his main force to the
regiment, with others, went into winter
north in the direction of Landen. By daylight
quarters in Holland.
the advanced guard, which included Churchill's
In April, 1706, they were again on the
regiment, had reached the French line. They
move and iu the beginning of May were
quickly cleared Elixheim and another village
delighted to hear that Marshal Villeroy had
on the river Geete, seized the unbroken bridge
decided to accept battle. Marlborough made
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up his mind to try and anticipate his enemy
on a position just south of the village of
Ramillies. This position is the highest point
in the plains of Brabant, and in it are the
head waters of four rivers, the two Geetes, the
Mehaigne and another. The ground about
these head waters is marshy and with low
ridges separating the different streams, but
between Ramillies, where the Little Geete
rises, and the Mehaigne to the south, is a ridge
of higher and drier ground which slopes down
to East and West into open plains. This was
they key to the position. The allied main
body arrived about 10 a.m. on the 23rd May,
but by this time the French were already
established on the position in two lines. On
the right the French cavalry interlined with
infantry, held from Tavieres on the Mehaigne
to Ramillies. Then came infantry as far as
the village of Offuz and further to the left
a mixed force of infantry and cavalry between
Offuz and the village of AutreEglise. In the
last two sectors, namely from Ramillies to the
left, the line was sheltered by the Little Geete.
Ramillies itself was held by twenty battalions
and twentyfour guns. The situation was
very similar to that which had confronted
Marlborough at Blenheim, but with one great
difference : at Blenheim a river had covered
the entire enemy front; here some 2,400
yards between Ramillies and Tavieres were
free from obstacles.
Marlborough formed up his army to the
east of the enemy position and soon decided on
his plan. This was to demonstrate vigorously
across the Geete on the right and so keep the
enemy troops occupied there; to put in his main
attack with cavalry between Ramillies and
Tavieres, where it was free from obstacles ; and
to attack both these places so as to secure the
flanks of the main attack. Further, in order
to have as many troops as possible for the
main attack, he planned to divert part of the
troops from his right after the demonstration
and bring them to the centre under cover of 
folds in the ground.
. At about 1 p.m. the allied army began its
advance. The two armies were almost equal
in horse and foot, and though Marlborough
had the advantage in artillery as regards
numbers, the French had some new three
barrelled pieces, which they were using for the
first time and from which they hoped to get
great results. For the battle, Churchill's and
Mordaunt's (now the Royal Scots Fusiliers)
formed part of General Schultz's force of
twelve battalions directed against Ramillies
itself. The struggle was a fierce one, but
gradually they gained ground against the
defenders, and the main cavalry attack had
no interference from this flank.

The bulk of the British infantry on the
right flank under the command of the Earl of
Orkney pushed their way forward across the
marshes and the river and were pressing back
the French towards AutreEglise and Offuz,
when they were stopped and ordered back.
The advance was only intended as a
demonstration and, if pushed too far, might
use up the reserves wanted elsewhere. But
it had done its task. Marshal Villeroy,
terrified at the sight of the English redcoats,
had already despatched reinforcements to this
flank from his centre, replacing these by
weakening his right. It was with great dis
appointment, however, that Orkney led his
infantry back across the Geete, where they
lined up and remained unwilling spectators of
the battle on their left. A few battalions,
besides the cavalry, moved off to the more
important left flank.
In front of Ramillies, the struggle was still
continuing, but on the other flank Tavieres
had already fallen, and at 2.30 p.m. the allied
cavalry, covered by the artillery, moved
forward to the attack. The contest was
evenly disputed, both sides charging with
varying success. Then at last the cavalry
from the allied right flank emerged from the
folds in the ground that had been screening
them. With a charge they turned the scale,
though not before the Duke had been unhorsed
and in the gravest danger. The French
cavalry wavered and, discovering the Danish
horse round their right flank, gave way. The
foot, which had been interlined with the horse,
were now left in the lurch, and the gallant
defenders of Ramillies, when at last driven
from the village, saw their comrades in flight
and the victorious cavalry charging down
upon them. Churchill's and Mordaunt's had
been engaged here all day and are reported to
have driven three whole battalions into the
morass where they were killed or captured.
By this time the infantry on the right were
again active and, with the help of Schultz's
battalions which turned to their right,
captured Offuz and AutreEglise. The Elector
of Bavaria at once put the Bavarian and
Spanish Horse Guards into the fight, but the
3rd Dragoon Guards and the Carabineers sent
them flying headlong, and the retreat became
a disorderly rout. The French had fought
well, but now they were given no chance of
rallying and the pursuit was carried out with
great vigour. Guns, baggage and stragglers
strewed the field, and against four thousand
allied casualties the French had to admit some
fifteen thousand. > The British had come off
lightly, though the stubborn fight for Ramillies
had cost Churchill's and Mordaunt's dear.
No figures, however, are available.
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The battle is one of Marlborough's master
pieces and from the outset he dominated his
opponent, causing Marshal Villeroy at the very
beginning to alter his dispositions and weaken
the flank he was about to attack. He him
self, having made, his plan, stuck resolutely
to it.
The French were obliged to evacuate
Brussels and indeed did not stop until tliey
had reached Lille.
Marlborough moved
straight on Brussels, entering it on the 28th
May, and then proceeded to clear Brabant and
nearly all Flanders of the French. Among
the towns that either surrendered or fell to him
were Ghent, Bruges, Oudenarde, Antwerp,
Ostend, Menin and Ath.
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At the close of the campaign, Churchill's
regiment went into garrison at Ghent, and it
was during the ensuing winter that the Duke
of Argyle succeeded General Charles Churchill
as Colonel of the regiment.
E.F.H.
The above account as regards the action of Churchill's
regiment differs from that given by Cannon in liis
" History of the regiment " (1838) and by Fortescue
in his " History of the British Army," Vol.
I. (1898). These authorities place the regiment
with the British right, who took no part in the
main engagement. The account given above is
mainly from Atkinson's " Marlborough and the
Rise of the British Army " and is based by him on
letters of Lord Orkney which were first published in
the English Historical Review for 1904.
E.F.H.
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The Danish Cavalry.
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the Left.
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The Allies' Cavalry on the right, between Offuz
and Ramillies.
L. The French, Spanish and Bavarians in Battalions.
M. Fourteen Squadrons of the Enemies' Dragoons on
foot to support the Foot posted near Fran
quienes.
N. Battalions to support the Dragoons.
O. The Horse of Fourteen Squadrons which were
dismounted.
P. The Enemies' Infantry at Ramillies, Offuz, etc.
Q. The Enemies' Batteries.
R. Their Post to favour the Retreat.
S. The Enemies' retreat in confusion.
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Correspondence.
QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES OF CANADA.
Dear General Bainbridge,
I write to thank you and members of the Buffs on
behalf of myself and all ranks of tlie Queen's Own
Rifles for the beautiful memento you so generously
sent us by Sir Henry Pellatt. It is a most handsome
trophy and as such, could not have taken more
acceptable form. It has been placed in our trophy
cabinet in the Officers' Mess and will be 011 our table
at all Mess dinners and will be honoured and prized by
all Queen's Own past, present and future.
Sincerely yours,
REG. PELLATT, Colonel,
Commanding Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
Headquarters,
Toronto.
CEYLON.
Dear Sir,
1 enclose cheque for 16/ as subscription for 1927
and 1928 to The Dragon. Please note that my address
until further instructions is as below instead of
" Somerset, Talawakele."
It may interest some, who were with the 1st
Battalion, that 1 find Captain A. N. Paine, who was
in charge of the 16th Brigade Trench Mortars most of
the War, is on the next estate to me.
Radella,
Yours faithfully,
Nanuoya,
G. L. LUSHINGTON.
Ceylon.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
ST. BARNABAS IIOSTELS AND

ROYAL HOSPITAL, KILMAINHAM.
Dear Sir,
Many thanks for your letter and good wishes for
1927, which I reciprocate.
Since last I wrote you we have had many changes
in the old place. On 5th November last we sent 15
of the old men to Chelsea, where, I understand, they
are quite happy and enjoying themselves. We still
have 50 left and at the end of this month they will all
be housed at the Infirmary part of the Royal Hospital,
leaving the large building empty with the exception
of myself. I still remain here at the request of the
Army Council, until the final disposal of the Royal
Hospital is carried out; of course that cannot be done
until the Governors are again appointed and take up
the reins of office ; when that will be I cannot
say.
We are at present arranging for a R.C. Chapel and
a large library and reading room at the Infirmary,
with several other small details all of which will be
ready about the end of this month, weather permitting.
We are holding our last service in the old Chapel
011 Sunday next, 23rd inst., when I hojie to have it full
of exService men living in or near Dublin. Dr. Gregg,
Archbishop of Dublin, whom you will remember, is
preaching, and who, strange to say, is still a Governor
of the Hospital, but of course is never summoned to
a Meeting.
Yours sincerely,
Dublin.
JOHN STEELE.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."

PILGRIMAGE FUND.

Dear Sir,
The enclosed leaflet will give the preliminary details
of the Pilgrimage we are organising to the War Graves
and Battlefields in Egypt and Palestine, leaving
London 011 the 27th April and returning on the 20th
May. Last year we organised a similar Pilgrimage
to Salonica and Galipoli, and it was carried through
with great success.
We are sure this Pilgrimage will be of great interest
to all those who took part in the Egyptial and Palestine
Campaigns during the Great War, and we would be
glad if you could have this notice put up somewhere in
the Depot of your regiment, and also give it publicity
in the columns of any regimental journal you may
issue.
We are anxious to take a number of " Assisted
Pilgrims " preferably mothers, 011 the Pilgrimage, and
if from your regimental Funds you could subscribe to
send a mother to represent your regiment, we would
gladly make all the necessary arrangements for her
to join the Pilgrimage.
7 Hobart Place,
Yours faithfully,
London,
M. MULLINEUX,
S.W. 1.
Founder.
To The Editor " The Dragon."
(Further particulars can be obtained from the Secretary
of the Fund. Editor).

B. and W. F1SK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
Note New Address.

Pensioner Thomas Noonan, late The Buffs.
Invalided 1867, nineteen years in The
Royal Hospital, present age, 91.
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CANNES.
Dear Sir,
On January 31st, Colonel and Mrs. Lucas and
myself left for Cannes and had a most excellent journey
by the Blue Train. I was a trifle anxious at Calais,
where they informed me that the single sleeper that
I had engaged was taken and it was suggested that
I should share a double one with a perfectly strange
lady ! However, after having seen the lady, things
were arranged to my satisfaction.
We arrived at Cannes about 11 a.m. the next
morning and found the sun shining and beautifully
warm, which acted as a great tonic after the cold and
cheerless days of the long winter at home. Cannes is
very full and there are quite a lot of yachts in
the harbour and " the Croisette " which corresponds
to " the Front " in our English watering places, is a
very gay sight between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. when all the
folk are out in their best and the band is playing.
I have at last discovered where all the Rolls Royce
and suchlike cars are congregated, and it is rather
like an Olympic Show to see them all parked along the
front.
.
Colonel Lucas and I called on General Sir Arthur
Paget, who has a beautiful Villa. We received a most
hearty welcome and he has entertained us all most
hospitably on many occasions and also taken us out in
his launch to watch the yacht racing in the bay, of
which he is one of the biggest patrons, having two
yachts of his own. I am glad to say he seems in very
good health.
On February 4th I lunched with Mr. aud Mrs.
Chapman of Heppington, at the Cafe de Paris, where
they were celebrating the 36tli anniversary of their
wedding day and we had a most pleasant and
marvellous
repast.
They
received
many
con
gratulations on the anniversary. They have been
here since December last and I am glad to say that
Mrs. Chapman is much better for the change.
We have been to Monte Carlo for the day, the
niecca of all gamblers. My impression was that the
place itself is very charming and the flowers
and
gardens delightful, but the rooms, where the gambling
takes place are very tawdry and full of the most
extraordinary collection of all nationalities; I was
not impressed.
This pigeon shooting, which takes place below the
Cassino, in full view of everyone, is in my humble
opinion, a very disgusting form of sport.
Nice, which we have also visited, is one of the
largest of these seaside resorts and the shops seemed
to be its chief feature, but the carnival day is
exceptional and I must say I would not have missed
seeing it for anything. We went over for the chief
day, Sunday. I never saw anything better done ;
the procession was very vivid and pretty with about
twenty different scenes depicted on large waggons aud
all sorts of strange figures of huge size. The crowd
was all dressed in fancy costume and like all Latin
races, thoroughly entered into the spirit of the show
and it was very amusing to see a string of revellers
suddenly surround some unsuspecting couple, man and
woman and joining hands, shout " Embrassee !
Embrassee !" until the man had given the woman
a resounding kiss, when they were allowed out of the
ring. It would be a great thing if only we could do the
same thing in our seaside resorts !
I must say that I consider Cannes to be the most
pleasant of the spots I have visited so far. There is
more going on there, such as tennis of the very
best, polo racing and yachting and the walks over
the bills at the back are very charming, especially now
as the whole country is covered with mimosa trees that
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Col. Lucas, General Paget, Maj. Hickman.
are just coming into full bloom. The Battle of
Flowers, which took place on a Saturday, was a very
pretty sight indeed. About thirty carriages and cars
proceeded round "the Croisette" all most beautifully
decorated in flowers and the onlookers bombarded the
occupants with bunches of flowers the whole time
and the prettier and more fascinating the occupants
the more they got bombarded. Tlie Dolly Sisters,
from the Carlton Hotel, came in for a tremendous
doing.
The Cassino here is the centre of alM fashion and
besides the gambling (baccarat) that goes on there for
very large sums, there is a very good opera and also
variety shows. At tea time there is an excellent
restaurant where you pay about £\ per minute the
whole time you are there and the best of jazz bauds
and dancing "floors. The latest fashion amongst certain
of the fair sex is to stain themselves all over a brown
tint to represent sun burn, and from the very scanty
garments tliey wear I gather they must do it iu their
baths. Their eye lashes are divided up into little black
clumps which gives them a very weird look.
For anyone wishing to spend an interesting and
varied holiday under the most exhilerating conditions
aud not too expensive, I can certainly recommend this
place, as the sun seems to shine continuously and
everything is merry and bright, everyone being out to
get the best out of life and enjoy themselves.
Yours sincerely,
Cannes

G. T. D. HICKMAN.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
ARRANGEMENTS

FOR

SPRING

MEETING

rpHE Jcurrent month will see
tlie
regimental
Golfing
Society start off on its second
season with a match 011 March 8th
v.
Camberley
Heath,
closely
followed by another v. Folkestone
on March 20tli. The remaining
fixtures for the season have been
circulated to all members, who are
asked to note that the date of the
Wrotham Heath match has been
changed from the 7tli to the 14tli
May.
An additional fixture
is likely
to be against the headquarters of
the Eastern Command, kindly
arranged by MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur Lynden Bell.
Such a
fixture will be a most enjoyable one and it is hoped to
give particulars of date and course later.
Congratulations to Mr. R. M. Bourne on once again
winning the monthly medal at Prince's Sandwich.
THE SPRING MEETING.
It will be remembered that, last year, the Spring
Meeting was but a one day affair—a very enjoyable
one too—at Folkestone. Owing, however, to tlie
growth, and perhaps it may be added the success of
the Society, and also to the generous gift of a
Challenge Cup by Col. Sir Theodore Brinckman, Bart.,
a bolder scheme has been decided upon for this year,
so that April 27th and 28tli will see the Society going
very strong, it is hoped, with its Spring Meeting
at Prince's, Sandwich, undoubtedly one of the finest
courses in the country. On April the 29th there will
be a match v. Royal St. George's, Sandwich.
Here is the programme for April 27tli and 28th :—
FIRST DAY.
Morning :—
Qualifying round for the Brinckman Cup,
which will be competed for for the first time : 18
holes medal play under handicap, tlie eight leading
players to be left in. Ties, if any, for the last place
will be decided under Rule 6.
Afternoon :—
(a) First Round Brinckman Cup.
(b) 18 holes Bogey Competition under handicap.
SECOND DAY.
Morning :—
(a) Semifinals Brinckman Cup.
(b) Senior Medal for those with handicap of 13 and
under.
(c) Junior Medal for those with handicap of 14 aud
over.
Afternoon :—
(a) Final Brinckman Cup.
(b) Bogey Foursomes under handicap, partners to
be drawn for.
ACCOMMODATION.
Headquarters will be at the Guilford Hotel, and
the Hon. Seeretar} will be grateful if those wishing
a room reserved for them will notify liim as soon as
possible : the inclusive terms will be 18/6 per day.
GREEN FEE.
The green fee for Prince's, which should be paid
direct to the steward of Prince's, is ten shillings for
three days, the third day being available either 011 the
day before or that following the actual meeting.

AT

PRINCE'S,

SANDWICH.

ENTRY FEE.
To cover the cost of printing, postage, prizes, aud
donations to the Hotel aud Golf Club Staffs tlie entry
fee, which should be paid to the Hon. Secretary, will
be 15/ for those staying at the Guilford Hotel, and
10/ for others.
SWEEPSTAKES.
Two shilling optional sweepstakes will be held 011
the following events ;—
(a) Senior Medal.
(b) Junior Medal.
(c) Bogey Foursomes.
(d) IS Holes Bogey Competition.
Sweepstakes will be divided twothirds to tlie
winner and onethird to the runnerup, except in the
case of a tie, when tlie whole will be divided amongst
the winners.
' ISSUE OK CARDS.
Tlie Hon. Secretary will be available in the office of
the Secretary, Prince's Golf Club, up to 10.30 a.m. 011
each day, for the issue of score cards. Any cards that
may not have been taken out by this hour will be left
with the steward.
PARTNERS.
Members are asked to make their own arrangements
for partners for the various competitions, exclusive of
the Bogey Foursomes iu which partners will be drawn
for. Tlie Hon. Secretary will be glad to assist in this
matter on request.
PRIZES.
Tlie .Society is indebted to Mr. M. Creswick for liis
kind offer of "two golf clubs as prizes for the Bogey
Foursomes, the choice of clubs being left to the winners.
IN CONCLUSION.
So "that's that," as the saying goes, and it only
remains to pray for fine weather, freedom from hazards,
accurate putting and, above all, the meeting of many
old friends.

The Army Golfing Society.
rpHE Annual Meeting of the Army Golfing Society,
X
membership of which is open to all past and
present tegular officers, will be held 011 the links of the
Royal Cinque Ports G. C. at Deal, 011 Monday, May 9tli
and following days. The programme is an attractive
one, including as it does the army championship,
a 36 holes medal play competition under handicap, the
Generals' Cup for the challenge cup presented by
General the Right Hon. Sir Arthur Paget, Bogey
Foursomes under handicap and the Army Golf and Argyll
and Sutherland Challenge Cups, both of which are
played for by teams of four ; tlie Army Golf Cup being
open to teams of four officers holding regular com
missions, whilst that presented by the Argyll and
Sutherlands is open to teams of four past officers of a
unit fulfilling certain conditions.
We hear that Colonel W. PI. Trevor and Captain
II. PI. C. Baird have already decided to compete at the
meeting, and that the regimental Golfing Society are
liopefui of being able to enter a team for the Argyll
and Sutherland Cup.
Full particulars of the Army Golfing Society, terms
of membership, and of this year's annual meeting can
be had on application to tlie Hon. Secretary, Major
G. E. WingfieldStratford, M.C., H.Q. 53rd (the Welsh)
Division, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.
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Regiments.

No. XXVI.

The Coldstream Guards.
BATTLE HONOURS.
When Oliver Cromwell died iu 1658, Monck's
Borne on the Regimental Colour:—"Tangier 1680 "
Regiment had settled down to peaceful garrison duty
"Namur, 1695," "Gibraltar, 17045," "'Ouden
at Coldstream, where they had stayed so long that the
«?, " Malplaquet," " Dettingen," " Tineelles,"
townspeople considered them as' regular neighbours
,, Jalavera,
" Barrosa,"
" Fuentes
d'Onor "
and used to speak of tliem as ' our Coldstream Regi
,, Nrve,
" Peninsula," " Waterloo," " Alma'"
ment.' On New Year's Day, 1660, Monck and his
Inkerman," " .Sevastopol," " Tel el Kebir"
Regiment set out from Coldstream on their historic
Egypt, 18S2," " Suakin, 1885," " Modder River'"
march which was to restore the Monarchy. On the
' South Africa, 18991902."
3rd of February thev entered London. Declining the
Borne on tlie King's Colour:—" Retreat from Mons,"
offer of tlie Dictatorship (though liis personal
popularity with botli the people and the troops made
Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " Ypres, 191417 "
him by far the strongest candidate for the vacant
"Loos," " Somme, 1916—IS," " Cambrai, 1917—18"
1918'"
position of Governor of the Commonwealth), Monck
line1"3'
" Hazebrouck," " Hindenberg
completed arrangements for restoring Charles II. to
*
4=
*
*
the Tlirone, thus setting a memorable example of
loyalty, sacrificing his own interests to do his duty to
The little town of Coldstream, with a population of
one who, though a Prince and the rightful heir to the
rather more than two thousand, lies in the County of
Berwickshire, on tlie Banks of tlie River Tweed
Throne of England, was nevertheless a poor wanderer
Being just beyond the boundary of England and just
on the Continent—both penniless and powerless.
within the adjoining Kingdom of Scotland, where the
At the Restoration, all the regiments of the
bonds of matrimony might be entered into with a lesser
Parliamentary New Model Army were disbanded, with
degree of formality, Coldstream at one time almost
the sole exception of Monck's men. Owing to the
rivalled Gretna Green as the Mecca of eloping couples.
important part they had played in reestablishing the
But nowadays the name of Coldstream is known all the
Monarchy, it was arranged that a special parade should
world over, not iu connection with clandestine
be held at Tower Hill, where, in the presence of His
marriages, but because the little border township lias
Majesty, the regiment would formally lay down their
the privilege (denied to many of the most populous
arms for tlie last time as soldiers of the Commonwealth,
cities and counties in Great Britain) of giving its name
and immediately resume them again as soldiers of the
to a famous Regular Regiment.
King's bodyguard. According to one account, when
,.
Coldstream was not, as might be supposed, the
Monck's men were ordered to take up arms as the 2nd
birthplace of the Regiment. In 1649, when Oliver
Foot Guards they declined to do so, Monck telling King
Cromwell invaded Scotland, two regiments of foot
Charles II. that the regiment refused to be known as
Sir Arthur Hazelrigg's (stationed at Newcastleon
second to any in the British Army. Therefore the
lyne) and Colonel George Fenwick's (stationed at
Merry Monarch, remembering that it was to them that
BerwickonTweed) were ordered to send live companies
he owed liis Crown, graciously requested them to take
(or 5o0 men) each, to form a new regiment the
up their arms again as the Lord General's Regiment
command of which was given to Colonel George Monek.
of Foot Guards, which they did willingly, crying " God
The point cannot be too strongly stressed that Monck's
save the King !
Hurrah ! The Regiment
was
Regiment was entirely English—Northumberland
officially known as the Coldstream Guards in 1670,
probably supplying the bulk of tlie recruits. The
after
the
death
of
Monck.
The
position
of
First
Foot
regiment's first fighting
was against the Scots, at the
Guards was given to a regiment of loyal Cavaliers who
Battle of Dunbar, the Sieges of Edinburgh, Stirling
had shared King Charles' exile. Their descendants
Blackness and Tautallon Castles, and the Sack of
now appear in the Army List as The Grenadier Guards.
Dundee.
From their formation, tlie Coldstream
Guards, though taking their name from a place
A scene representing the reentry of King Charles
North of the Tweed, lidve never been a Scottish
II. into London at the Restoration was included iu
corps—though at times one still sees them thus
the Royal Tournament in 1913, and a detachment of
erroneously described by journalists who should know
Coldstreamers took part. At the first rehearsal it was
Indeed Just
after the Jacobite Rebellion
explained that men of Monck's regiment would line the
of 174o an Order was issued definitely forbidddiug any
route, keeping back the crowd, but that as His Majesty
man of Scottish nationality to be enlisted in tlie
rode through, the enthusiasm of the citizens would
Coldstream Guards.
gradually^increasc until finally
the cheering crowds
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would break through the ranks of the troops and
surround His Majesty. When this scheme was out
lined to the actors by the Pageant Master, a Colour
Sergeant of the Coldstream Guards immediately
objected that this could not possibly be done " Because
you said Monck's Regiment was lining the route, Sir,
—that's us—and our line was never yet broken 111
peace or war." Iu deference to this objection, the
programme was altered so that the troops lining the
streets should be described as the London Train Bands
(the Volunteers of tlie period).
At one time members of the two senior regiments
of Foot Guards were (according to Colonel Ross of
Bladensberg) allowed to work as coalkeavers—in plain
clothes, of course—when off duty. Hence the nick
name of ' Coalies ' sometimes applied to tlicir
regiments. During the Great War the Coldstream
Guards were sometimes referred to by a nickname of
more honourable significance—' The Cold Steelers.
In 1783 tlie Regimental Dinner Club—or ' Nulli
Secundus Club,' as it is still called, was founded. The
famous band of the Coldstream Guards had been
started three years before, being the first
proper
regimental band to he formed in the British Army.
At Waterloo the Coldstream Guards held the key of
the British position at the Chateau of Hougouniont
Sergeant Graham was nominated by tlie Duke of
Wellington and awarded the medal to " the bravest
man in the British Army."
King William IV. ordered the Colour Poles of tlie
Coldstream Guards to be decorated with oakleaves in
memory of tlie Battle of Salamanca. It was by order
of tlie'same monarch that tlie Regiment adopted its
familiar bearskin headdress with scarlet plumes.
Throughout tlie Crimean War tlie Coldstream
Guards served with great distinction, their gallantry
at the ' Soldier's Battle ' of Inkerman being particularly
notable.
In October, 1861, tlie 1st Battalion of tlie
Coldstream Guards was despatched to Ireland, their
place at the Tower of London being taken by the 1st
Battalion The Buffs, who continued to occupy those
historic quarters until January, 1863. During this
period, The Buffs (who had a detachment at Wellington
Barracks) performed many of the duties usually done
by the Household Brigade, including tlie provision of
guards for Kensington Palace, the British Museum and
the Magazine in IIyde Park. The last sentries have
long been withdrawn from the two former places, but
the' Magazine Guard is still one of tlie regular duties
of the Guards in Loudon.
During the Great War, the Coldstreamers had four
battalions in France and one (tlie 5tli) at Home. No
regiment had a more brilliant record and few suffered
heavier casualties, especially during the first year of
the War, when the eminent historian of the British
Army, Sir John Fortescue, K.C.V.O., writing in The
Times, commented on " the honourable frequency "
with which the name of " that most modest of true
English regiments, the Coldstream Guards " continued
to reappear in the casualty lists.
Since the close of the Great War the Coldstream
Guards (now reduced to three battalions) have seen
service iu Turkey during the ' warscare ' of 1922, and
tlie recent departure of the 2nd Battalion for China
as part of tlie Shanghai Defence Force gives them the
proud distinction of being the first
of the Guards'
Regiments to go on active service in the Far East.

The regimental badges are the Star of tlie Order
of the Garter (on cap and collar) and the Rose of
England (on the shoulder strap). 'I lie tunicbuttons,
arranged in pairs; the white capband ; and the
scarlet plume worn on the right side of the bearskin
headdress serve to distinguish them from the otliei
regiments of the Brigade of Guards.
The King's Colour has in base the sphinx super
scribed " Egypt."
The Battle Honours of the Regiment number 32,
and they have also won 11 Victoria Crosses.
R. MAURICE ITILL.

Round and About.
FOG.

Having
just
emerged
from
four
consecutive days of the sort of fog one
expects iu November, tlie Londoner may be pardoned
for taking a somewhat pessimistic view of the trend of
world events. The frequent recurrence, moreover, of
tlie word " grave " in tlie newspapers is not conducive
to the lightness of spirit that the approach of Spring
usually encourages. China, for the moment, dominates
the news, and it is comforting to think that before these
words are in print our Defence Force will be near
Shanghai. At anyrate, we are unlikely to suffer tlie
shocks which our fathers felt at the time of the Boxer
Rebellion, even if our men are involved in defensive
" ENGLAND." Dean Inge's book with tlie above title,
is one that should be found in every
Mess Library, for not only is it an illuminating survey
of our history, but it also provides much food for
earnest thought among those who are fond enough of
tlieir country to see its virtues as well as its faults.
The Dean of"St. Paul's is not the out and out pessimist
that facetious journalists persist in thinking, but lie
has the candid mind of a real patriot. At a time when
certain people seem inclined to espouse any cause that
has the embarrassment of England as its objective,
" England " is a hook to read and to circulate.
*

*

*

*

AMERICAN
CANDOUR.

There are writers in America, too, whose
candour is worthy of attention. For
sheer joy I recommend H. L. Mencken's
" Prejudices " (Third Series). The author is the fore
most literary critic of the United States and he is the
sort of writer who " doesn't give a darn for any old
humbug." It is a triumph of vitriolic invective as
well as graceful appreciation. There is nothing
highbrow about Mencken and I imagine that lie must
be wellnigh a bestseller in his country, just as Father
Bernard Vaughan's church in London was crowded
with Society people when he was inveighing against
the " Sins of Society."
*

THE ZOO.

*

*

*

After a lapse of some twentythree years
I revisited the Zoo the other day. The
Mappin Terraces and the Aquarium are new features
since I last saw it aud it is a marvellous shiUingsworth
of entertainment. Let me commend to you the charms
of one " Murphy " of the ape family. He will divert
you for hours. The Tigon (hybrid ligerLion) is
a wonderful beast. Great changes in the housing ot
various animals are imminent. A new Reptile House
and a new Monkey House are in process of completion.
I still think, however, that the Polar Bears are the
most attractive exhibits, not even excluding the seals.

THE DRAGON
FLEMISH  A rare opportunity lias come the way of
PICTURES. Londoners and visitors to London iu
the great exhibition of Flemish Art at
Burlington House. It is an unforgettable show. The
early painters, such as Van Eyck and Van de Weyden
make even the gorgeous Van Dycks and Rubens seem
a little dull and there is a winter scene by Brenghel
which must have caused many people to break one
Commandment and desire to break another.
*

*

*

*

COLONEL
There has been an exhibition at The
LAWRENCE'S Leicester Galleries of the pictures which
BOOK.
Colonel T. F. Lawrence commissioned
as illustrations to his marvellous book
" The Seven Pillars of Wisdom " which, as everybody
knows now, cost /90 per copy to produce and £30 per
copy to purchase (for select subscribers). The glamour
tliat lias attached to the personality of Colonel
Lawrence is heightened considerably by this show.
Foremost amongst the exhibits are large pastel
drawings of Arabs, Sheiks, Sheriffs and lesser fry with
whom Colonel Lawrence had dealings during liis
amazing operations against tlie Turks during tlie war.
It is good news that a cheaper edition of the book
will shortly be published under the title " Revolt iu
the Desert." This edition will be priced at thirty
shillings, which, although it can hardly be called
a cheap edition, will bring it within the reach of our
more affluent friends from whom it can be borrowed.
Colonel Lawrence is now serving in the ranks of the
R.A.F. in India. It is his desire, one is credibly
informed, to avoid any position of responsibility. One
can hardly believe, however, that he will not be
persuaded by events if not by people to emerge
from this selfimposed obscurity before many years
have passed.
*

*

*

*

THEATRES.

Those on leave should not miss " And
so to bed," the Pepys play at the Savoy.
The immortal diarist is faithfully portrayed by Edmund
Gwenu and liis jealous wife is most charmingly played
by Yvonne Arnawd.
There is another play worth seeing, although there
is no news as yet of its transference from the Everyman
Theatre to the West End. It is called "The Pool"
by which is meant the Pool of London, that part of the
river below the Tower Bridge with Rotherhite on its
Southern bank. It is a very powerful play of life in
that unsalubrious part of London and worth twenty
drawingroom comedies.
*

*

*

*

A FILM.

Jules Verne's story " Michael Strogoff,
Courier of the Czar" has had a run
(I should say ' premiere presentation ' I believe) at
The Capitol. It is a thrilling film, full of action and
excitement and not quite so overloaded with
improbabilities or Catholic descents as most. The war
scenes (period : about sixty years ago) are particularly
well done.

How to get " The Dragon."
jpOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year <?/, 6 months fj, y months 2/.
Remittances should be sent lo the Editor, Depot The Buff's,
Canterbury.
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Past and Present Association.
TITHE Minutes of the 65th Meeting of the Regimental
.L
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Depot, Canterbury, on Saturday, February 5th, 1927,
at 5 p.m.

Present:—

Major F. W. Toinlinson (in the Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, Secretary.
Lieut.Colonel R. S. I. Friend.
Majors E. C. Norman, G. Lee and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain N. D. Rice.
Lieutenant F. G. Crozier.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
passed and signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—The Balance Sheet of the
Club was presented by the Secretary, having been
audited by the Depot Quarterly Board. The Printing
and circulation of same were approved. It was decided
that the Dinner should be held 011 June 15th and that
the following establishments should be approached in
the order shown, with a view to the Dinner being held
at one of these.
(1) Claridge's Plotel;
(2) The Carlton Hotel ;
(3) The Ritz Hotel ;
(4) The Trocadero Restaurant.
It was decided that the following guests only should
be invited :—The Danish Minister, Colonel Sir Theodore
Brinckman, Colonel E. B. Burns.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK.—The Balance Sheet
having been duly audited by the Buffs' Quarterly
Board, was passed and circulation approved. It was
decided that Members should be invited to put forward
any suggestions regarding the forthcoming Week.
MEMORIAL SERVICE.—It was decided, iu view of the
opinion expressed by the Members of the London
Branch of the Association, that the Memorial Service
should be held on August 14th, during the Depot
Cricket Week. Tlie time of the Service to be
12.15 p.m.
FINANCE.—A letter having been received from the
Financial Adviser, enclosing the remarks of Messrs.
Lloyds, brokers, it was decided that 110 change should
be made regarding the Regimental Funds, at present
invested iu New Zealand Stock.
Past and Present Association.
FINANCE.—(a) It was decided that 110 further
financial assistance should be 'given to exSgt.
(b) With reference to the appeal for loan by Mr.
to assist him in carrying on his business, it was
decided tliat the loan should not be made.
(c) The approval was given for an additional loan of
£5 to Mr.
on the understanding that the
£5 already owing should be refunded on or by
the 1st April and that the further loan now
approved should be repaid by the end of the
current year.
(d) Approval was given for the expenditure of £5 in
connection with the training of Mr.
in
motor driving, providing the firm
(Messrs.
Martin Walter, Ltd.) would guarantee to give
this man a full month's training.
(e) It was decided that a loan of £30 might be made
to Mr.
to enable him to purchase a motor
lorry, provided a reputable firm
valued the
lorry up to or over this amount, and that
Mr.
mortgaged tlie lorry in favour of the
Association, and guaranteed to repay the loan
at the rate of £2 per month.
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(/) Subject to review a weekly pension of 2/6 was
approved in the case of Mr.
.
ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER.—It was decided
that the Annual General Meeting and Dinner should
be held in London on the 22nd October.
BENEVOLENT FUND.—It was decided that the
dance referred to at the previous meeting should, if
possible, he held in Canterbury on Friday, 29th April,
and that it should include a Cabaret. The following
subcommittee to deal with the question was elected :
Colonel H. Findlay, Lieut.Colonel R. S. I. Friend and
Captain N. I). Rice.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
Meeting of the committee should be held at the Naval
and Military Club, on Thursday, 3rd March, at
10.30 a.m.
NEW MEMBERS.
The following new members have joined the
Association during the period 18/1/27 to 18/2/27 :—
Mr. F. Harrison, Mr. P. Parker, Mr. A. F. Tomsett, Mr, W. Terry,
Mr. J. Stokes. Associate member, Mr. W. C. Colions.

DONATIONS.
The following donations have been received during
the period 18/1/27 to 18/2/27 :—
Mrs. R. Webster
Captain E. Backhouse ...
...
Officer Commanding 1st Battalion
Mr. R. W. Fexmer

...

...

...
...

\
1
IS
0

s. d.

0 0
0 0
0 0
2

0

DISBURSEMENTS.
Tlie following disbursements have been made during
the period 18/1/27 to 18/2/27
1927.
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L o n d o n B r a n c h — Continued.
Alkmar. Last, but not least, we were honoured with
the presence of our old friend Colonel Findlay. I might
mention he was not looking too well, and we all hope
he has, by this time, shaken off that 'flu.
Space prevents me saying too much about the
happy time we all had, but the London Branch are out
to make the thing go with a bang and be of some real
service to the Past and Present Association. We have
now a London Branch, an Ashford Branch and I expect
the next we shall hear as good news from Chatham,
Canterbury, Folkestone, Dover, Whitstable, etc. To
London Buffs I_ say—" Don't forget the THIRD
SATURDAY in the month at the Windsor Castle at
7.30 p.m. BE THERE !"
J.F.

London Branch.

M

INUTES of a meeting held on January 15th, 1927,
at the Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria Station,
S.W. 1, at 7.30 p.m. The Chair was taken by Colonel
PI. Findlay, C.B.E., supported by about seventy other
members of the Association.
OPENING ADDRESS.—Speaking on behalf of the
executive Committee, Colonel Findlay spoke of the
great pleasure it gave him in doing what he could to
bring the members together. The Executive Com
mittee were in entire agreement with the scheme and
promised to add to any amount collected by tlie
Loudon Branch an equal sum. Pie spoke of the work
of the Association in its various phases and gave an
interesting account of its activities.
FORMATION
OF
LONDON
BRANCH.—It
was
unanimously agreed to form a ' London ' Branch.
MEMBERSHIP.—It was agreed that all Buffs may be
members of the London Branch irrespective of their
being members of the Association or not. (On tlie
reading of these minutes at tlie meeting on February
19th, this was subject to amendment and redrafting
and now reads :—
" All members of the London Branch must be
members of the Past and Present Association. In
the event of any Buff not being in a position to pay
his subscription owing to illhealtli, unemployment,
etc., this fact will not debar him from being an
honorary member of the London Branch, but such
honorary member will not vote on any matter
which has to he referred to the Executive Com
mittee."
UNEMPLOYMENT.—It was agreed that every effort
should be made to find work for those Buffs in London
at present unemployed.
DEPOT CRICKET WEEK. Owing to the overlapping of
the Canterbury and Depot Cricket Weeks, tlie Secretary
to the Past and Present Association was asked if he
would kindly place the view of the London Branch before
the Executive Committee for consideration. It was
thought that the march to Canterbury Cathedral
should take place on the first Sunday of tlie Depot
Week.
PLACE OF MEETINGS.—It was agreed that (thanks
to the kindness of the Proprietor) Branch Meetings be
held the third Saturday in each month at the Windsor
Castle, outside Victoria Station, at 7.30 p.m.
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE.—It was proposed and
'seconded that the existing Area and Assistant Area
representatives he elected as tlie London Branch
Committee. An amendment was also put forward
tliat the Committee should consist of representatives
from each Battalion. A lively discussion followed and
the proposition aud amendment was adjourned until
the next meeting.
The meeting then terminated until Saturday,
February the 19th.
BRANCH NOTES.
My word—where did they all dig themselves out
from ? There was old Bobby Wittering discussing with
Amy Ainge the difference between a Burton and
a Bass ; Eruey Carter looking as if he contemplated
winning a veterans' race confined to the London
Branch ; Old Tooney Clay with a keen detective
looking glance considering tlie effect of his having
a rough and tumble Donkey Warren ; Gawd 'elp
Donkey ! Spud Austin with an eye on the clock and
wondering why the hands go round so quickly. Then
we had our old friend Erny Smith, who still dreams of
attestations in a confined Orderly Room. Good
gracious, Nobby Clarke ! tlie last time we met was
when that rotten snake took a lump out of your leg at

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
The following Colonels are granted the temporary rank of Col.
Cornell, whilst Iide. Comdrs. in India:—J. Kennedy CMC, DSO
(Nov. 1st, 1926).
"
Capt. G. S. Beale, M.B.E. (late Serv. Bus., The Buffs), lo be Capt
1
(Dec. 13th, 1926), with seny. Dee. 31st, 1925.
The undermentioned Sec.Lts. from the Supplementary Reserve of
Officers, to be Sec. I,ts. (Jan. 30th) :—
R.S. Bus.—D. W. R. Smith, The Buffs.
Lt. N. F. Hoare is seed, for duty with tlie Sudan Def. Force (Dee.
17th, 1926) : Sec.Lt. Ii P. C. Bruce to be Lt. (Jan. 29th).
Lt. T. N. Penlington is restd. to the Estabt. (Dee. 17Ui, 1926).
Lt. G. C. M. Brown, M.C., retires, receiving a gratuity (Feb. 12ih).

The 2nd Battalion.
PROMOTION AND APPOINTMENTS.
6279288 A/Sgt. (Cpl.) H. Osborne, "H.Q.," promoted Sergeant and
appointed Pioneer Sergeant, 15127.
6281483 Pte. E. Blanch, "H.Q.," and 6283191 Pte. A. Man, "C,"
appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals, 4227.

STRENGTHINCREASE.
Recruit Boy J. Williams, attested 7227 for 9 and 3 as from the
date of attaining the age of 18 years. Joined Battalion, 82 27.
Recruit Boys S. Closier and M. Lawsou, attested 42 27 for 9 and 3
as,from the date of attaining the age of 18 years. Joined battalion,
504349 Pte. W. Gentle, joined battalion, 3227.
6278863 .Sgt. (O.R.C.) W. Green, posted to battalion, 42 27.
6279388 Sgt. J. Hancock, reposted to Battalion, 5227.
6278093 C.S.M. Jones, reposted to Battalion, 1 227. This W.O.
is attached to A.V.T.C., Hounslow whilst undergoing course.
REENGAGEMENT.
6278472 Cpl. W. Martin, "C," reengaged for The Bulls at Aldershot
on 15127, for such term of service as shall complete 21 years' service.
STRENGTHDECREASE.
6282507 Pie. Ii. Caiues, "D," struck off strength of battalion
25127, on proceeding to China Defence Force.
6278484 Sgt. F. Hodges, D.C.M., "D," posted to 1st Battalion The
Buffs, 2227.
6653815 L/Cpl. W. Cross, "C," posted to Regimental Depot, 7 2 27.
TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
6280057 Cpl. E. Wood, "A," transferred to tlie Arinv Reserve
8127 under K.R.'s 362 (i).
6280073 Pte. C. Walls, "B," transferred to the Army Reserve
13127, under K.R.'s, 362 (i).
6280179 Pte. C. Walter, "B," transferred to Army Reserve, 191
27, under K.R.'s, 362 (i).
6280193 L/Cpl. F. Macro, "D," transferred to tlie Army Reserve
under K.R.'s 362 (i), 25127.
6280211 Pte. A. Notley, "C," transferred to the Army Reserve
1227, under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
6280204 Pte. W. Tliurlow, "C," transferred to tlie Army Reserve,
2227, under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
6280053 L/Cpl. F. Cruttenden, "C," transferred lo the Army
Reserve, 4227, under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
6278635 L/Cpl. A. Morley, "A," transferred to tlie Army Reserve,
6227, under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
DISCHARGES.
6278087 Sgt. A. Goldfinch, "H.Q.," discharged 14127, under
K.R.'s 363 (xxi).
6283085 Pte. J. Greenfield, "C," discharged 18127, under K.R.'s
363 (xvi) (a).

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn
Pte. J. Goodwin, 20127; Pte. C. Reynolds, 25127; Pte. G.
Austin, 29127; Pte. W. Northmau, 8227; Pte. L. Godden,
5227.
DISCHARGES.
6282154 Pte. E Guninier, discharged under para. 363 (viii) K.R.,
and Art. 1024 (a) (iii), R.W., 1926, 14127.
6283496 Pte. F. Beal, discharged under para. 363 (vi) («) K R
2011927.
6279989 Dmr. C. Woods, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) (a) K.R.,
31127.
6283503 Pte. S. Sausorn, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a) K.R.,
1227.
POSTING.
6281489 L/c. E. Gardner, posted to 2nd Battalion The Buffs,
21127.
JOINING AND DEPARTURE—RESERVISTS.

(a) The undernamed Section "A" Reservists, were mobilized,
rejoined the Colours and posted to tlie 1st Battalion The Middlesex
Regiment, Catterick, ou dates stated against their names.
6278763 Pte. B. Powell, 6278750 Pte. W. Hutclieroft, 6278759
L/c. P. Guuniugham, 6278707 Pte. W. Hudson, 6278677 Pte. H. Glover,
6279059 Pte. A. Downs, 6278617 Pte. F. Brooks, 6278693 Pte. II. Cox,
6278762 L/c. A. Cooper, 6279274 Pte. S. Thomson, 6281176 Pte. W.
Findlay, joined Depot, 24127 and posted to 1st Battalion Middlesex
Regiment.

6278970 Pte. R. Pennell, 62787D7 Pte. A. Cox, 6279811 Pte. II.
Gilbert, 6278660 Pte. M. Robinson, 6279335 Pte. R. Lines, 6282452
Pte. J. Barlow, 6279447 Pte. W. Bourne, 6279463 Pte. W. Lambert,
62803,17 Pte. R. Moore, 627S743 Pte. H. Kimpton, 6278724 Pte. C.
Bradley, 6280150 Pte. Ii. Brudcuell, 6278785 L/c. F. Shaw. 7812146
Pte. G. McLean, 6279683 Pte. M. Piggott, 6279281 Pte. C. Marshall,
6279935 Pte. W. Thruinble, 6278742 Pte. D. Daley, 6278826 L/c. F.
Green, joined Depot, 25127 and posted to 1st Battalion Middlesex
Regiment, 261 27.
6279368 Pte. W. Holtou, joined Depot. 261 27 and posted to 1st
Battalion Middlesex Regiment, 27127.

TRANSFERS

TO THE

ARMY RESERVE.

6280183 Pie. F. Jendeu, transferred to the Armv Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R., 19127.
6280186 Drm. G. Haynes, transferred to the Armv Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R., 20127.
(b) The undernamed joined this Depot on dates stated and were
relegated to the Army Reserve same date :—
6278659 Pte. E Godden, 25127 ; 6279351 L/c. G. Russell, 251
27 ; 7816788 Pte. F. Gates, 25 127.
6280198 Pte. L. Moore, transferred to the Armv Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R.. 27127.
6280201 L/e. W. Waghorn, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R., 28127.
6280207 L/Cpl. J. Dudley, 6280209 Pte. A. Wellcr aud 6280210
Pte. J. Gillum, transferred to the Army Reserve under para. 362 (li
K.R., 2227.
STRENGTHINCREASE.
6279683 Pte. M. Pigott (1st Battalion Middlesex Regt), reposted to
The Buffs, 27 127.
6282158 Pte. H. Cliarsley (1st Battalion The Buffs), posted to
Depot, 21127.
62781o7 C.S.M. II. Howard aud 6278175 Sgt. R. Adams, posted to
Depot for tour of duty, 12227.
6653815 L/Cpl. W. Cross (2nd Battalion The Buffs), posted lo
Depot lor a tour of duty, 7 227.

The 4th Battalion.
STRENGTHENLISTMENTS.
The under mentioned recruits having joined, are taken on the
strength and posted to Companies as shewn :—

6283459 Pte. S. Bisheudeii, "B" (C), 191226; 6283602 Pte. It
Davis, "B," (L), 211226 : 6283605 Pte. E Drury, "A" (M), 2212
26 ; 6283460 Pte. J. Ely, "B" (C), 191226 ; 6283601 Pte. "f. Harlow,
"B" (C), 191226; 6283604 Pte. F. Histed, "A" (S), 91126;
6283606 Pte. A. Letchford, "D" (D), 10127 ; 6283603 Pte. J. Rogers,
"B" (L), 21 1226 ; 6283454 Pie. A. Scarborough, "A" (S), 1711 26 
6283455 Pte. S. Shelley, "A" (HB), 291126; 6283456 Pte. G."
Smart, "A" (R), I 1226; 6283458 Pte. G. Strand, "A" (HB), 912
26; 6283457 Pte. J. K. Watchan, "A" (R), 11226; 6283607 Pte.
C. Nairne, "B" (S), 13127.

APPOINTMENT.
6282519 Pte. F. Haiumou, "A," appointed Unpaid L/Cpl. (under
1919 rates) w/e from 4227.

REENGAGEMENTS.
6280902 Cpl. S. Hammond, "B," reengaged for a further period of
One Year as from 20  I 27.
6281970 Pte. J. Bczaut, "D," reengaged for a further period of
Four Years as from 81 27.
Reengaged for one year as from dates shewn ;—
6280986 L/Cpl. A. Burnett, "B," 23227; 6282077 Sgt. R.
Clancy, "B," 29 327; 6281155 Pte. W. Davey, "D," 84 27;
6281146 Sgt. A. Philpott, "D," 222 27; 6281964 L/e. R. Stcptoe,
"D," 16127.
DISCHARGES.
6281857 Pte. R. Birtie, "A" (H.B.), discharged ou termination of
engagement w/e from 161126.
6281861 Pte. A. Collins, "A" (H.B.), discharged ou termination of
engimemeiit w/e from 16 11 26.
6281862 Pte. II. Francis, "A" (H.B., discharged ou termination of
engagement w/e from 161126.
6283249 l'tc. R. Larkiu, "C," (Br.), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 7127 having joined Regular Army (Corps of
Lancers).
6281858 Pte. E Rodwcll, "A" (H.B.), discharged ou termination of
engagement w/e from 161126.
6283251 Pte. X. Towner, "C" (Br.), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 71 27, having joined Regular Army (The Buffs).
6281884 Pte. P. Wibberley, "A" (H.B.), discharged on termination
of engagement w/e from 161126.
6281886 Pte. G. Barton, "D" (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 30 11 26.
6280974 Pte. tl. Crofts, "D" (D) discharged ou termination of
engagement w/e from 141226.
6281888 Pte. C. Deugale, "B" (W), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 41226.
6283319 Pte. E. Pilgrim, "A" (R), discharged, joined Royal Navy,
22127.
6282893 Pte. S. Randall, "A" (R), discharged under para. 193 (6)
(a) T.A.R., 28127. Authority, K.l.B. 2540/128127.
6283240 Pte. E. Sheather, "li" (L), discharged, Having joined Royal
Navy, 31127.
6283401 Pte. F. Supple, "A" (R), discharged under para. 1936
(a) X.A.R., 28127. Autuority, K.l.B. 2540/128127.
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The 1st Battalion.
A LMOST
IX
ink is

before the
dry we shall
have departed for our new
station in India. Although
no doubt, there will be
many regrets at leaving
Gibraltar, where we have
spent so many happy days,
this is entirety eclipsed by
our sincere regret at the
departure of Lieut.Colonel
R. E. Power on the
expiration of his period in
command.
Col. Power
joined the Buffs nearly
thirtyfour years ago, and
served almost all this time with the Regiment.
He is so well known to all, except the most
recently joined, in the Regiment that it seems
almost unnecessary to explain here how very
sorry we are in this battalion that he is not
accompanying us to India. It is not the habit
in the Army to extol the merits of officers
publicly or we could write enough to fill The
Dragon for a year. It is sufficient to say that
all who know him realise that with his
departure we are losing a fine sportsman,
a gallant soldier, and a sincere friend. Also
we must not forget Mrs. Power, who in her
charming way has always done so much for
the Regiment. We shall miss them both very
much.
Colonel and Mrs. Power have taken a house
in Dorsetshire, where our best wishes will
follow them.
Recently the officers entertained the
Colonel to dinner. After dinner, Major
Howard Smith, his successor, called on Major
Crookenden to express the feelings of the
officers on this occasion. In a witty speech,
combining bathos with
pathos,
Major
Crookenden summed up the situation admir
ably. The Colonel in his reply, stated how
sad he was that his term of service was over,
and amongst other things, exhorted us to
continue the cult of the horse—a cult he had
always done his best to foster in the Regiment.
On Sunday, 6th February, nearly the whole
battalion was present on Ragged Staff Quay
to bid Colonel and Mrs. Power farewell.
Towards the end of January the battalion
paraded ou Alameda for a final inspection by
the CommanderinChief. After the inspection
Sir Charles Munro addressed the battalion and
expressed himself in such a way that we felt
proud and glad to have served under him.

In our last notes we expressed the hope of
a few ' soft ' clays in the hunting field before
our departure, with a good, stout fox to lead
us and well stopped earths. We have been
fortunate during the last fortnight in having
the first
two of these conditions fulfilled.
Time does not allow a description of the
several most excellent days' sport hounds
have recently shown. Previously the country
hunted, from Guadecorte Farm had always
been considered rather unpromising, but twice
within eight clays a fox has paid the penalty
from the neighbourhood of Long Valley, on
each occasion leading hounds and the field
over excellent going. Rock}7 Caverns, too,
has unkennelled a fox that led us a rare dance
down the valley of the Aguecorte. Our last
day's hunting was on the 4th February, when
we met hounds at Almoraima Station and
soon had a fox afoot in the woods from the
head of that grim barrier, the Soto Gordo.
Bearing left handed, our customer took us
along the Crags and after leading us through
really difficult country at a good pace,
eventually beat hounds near Long Stubbs.
And so we leave the Royal Calpe with
happy memories of real good hunting.
Surprises never cease. Even as these notes
are being written a message has come in saying
that we must be prepared to embark on
Monday, 7th, instead of on the 8th, as
originally planned, which gives us an excuse
for curtailing this. No one would be at all
surprised if we never went to India at all, for
who can say what the menace in China will
bring forth ?
We must close these notes by welcoming
Major Howard Smith to the battalion and
wishing him a happy time in command.
" B " Company.
Since our short notes of December, 1926, much
has taken place. These events have gained for us
many points for the Harris Shield and we are at the
top of the list. It sounds very promising aud we only
hope to keep the lead and win the Shield.
HARRIS SHIELD BOXING.
The Harris Shield Boxing took place 011 10th aud
lltli January, 1926, at the Garrison Gymnasium. We
were very fortunate in winning most of the evznts and
gaining the most points. Congratulations must be
showered upon the Team because they put up a very
excellent show. Below is a list of the fights :—
1ST SERIES.
FEATHERWEIGHT.—Pte. Langley, "B" v. Bdras.
Taylor, "H.Q." Taylor k.o. Langley in the third
round.
Cpl. Godfrey, "B" v. L/Cpl. O'Neill, "C" Coy.
Godfrey won on points.
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LIGHTWEIGHT.—Pte. Bell, "B" v. Pte. Taylor, "C"
Taylor k.o. Bell in the third round.
BANTAMWEIGHT.—Pte. B. Moore, "B" Coy., v. Pte.
Pine, "C" Coy. Moore won 011 points.
Pte. Corbett, "B" Cov., v. Bdms. Taylor,
"H.Q." Bye.
WELTERWEIGH^.—Pte. Denham, "B" v. Pte. Long
hurst, "A" Coy. Deuliam won 011 points.
LIGHTWEIGHT.—Pte. Humbles, "B" v. Pte. Dunk,
"A" Coy. Dunk was disqualified in the third
round.
WELTERWEIGHT.—Pte. Perry, "B" v. Pte. Woods,
"C" Coy. Pte. Woods k.o. Perry in the first round.
2ND SERIES.
WELTERWEIGHT.—Pte. Denham, "B" Coy., v. Pte.
Spencer, "C" Coy. Denham won 011 points after
an extra round.
BANTAMWEIGHT.—Pte. Corbett, "B" Coy. v. Pte.
Barrell, " 23 Coy." Corbett k.o. Barrell iu first
round.
LIGHTWEIGHT.—Pte. Humble, "B" v. Drm. Bowcoek,
" E 14." Humbles won on points.
3RD SERIES.
WELTERWEIGHT.—,Pte. Denham, "B" Coy., v. Pte.
Woods, "C" Coy. Deuliam won 011 points after an
extra round.
FINALS.
BANTAMWEIGHT.—Pte. Moore, "B" v. Pte. Corbett,
"B" Coy. Moore beat Corbett 011 points.
FEATHERWEIGHT—Cpl. Godfrey, "B" v. Pte. Taylor,
"H.Q." Pte. Taylor won on points.
WELTERWEIGHT.—Pte. Denham, " B"
v. L/Cpl.
Bartlett, "C" Coy. L/Cpl. Bartlett won 011 points.
LIGIITWEIGIIT.—Pte. Humbles, "B" v. Pte. Taylor,
"C" Coy. Humbles won on points.
I he team again went into training as they were due
to decide a series of events with the 1st Fortress Coy.
R.E., for the Governor's InterCompany Boxing Cup.
The events were decided 011 the 24th January at the
Garrison Gymnasium, and resulted in a win for us,
plus tlie Cup.
I he whole team put up another excellent show and
they must be congratulated.
The R.E.'s were at a great disadvantage as they
had only recently formed their Boxing Club and really
had not much time to train. Their performance was
a credit to them ; they put up a very good show
against well trained men. Below is a list of the events,
the scoring being two for a win and one for a lose.
FLYWMGHT.—Spr. Salisbury, R.E., v. Pte. Corbett,
Buns. Corbett won on points.
BANTAMWEIGHT.—Pte. Moore, "B," Buffs. Bye.
FEATHERWEIGHT.—Spr.
Hopkin,
R.E.,
v.
Cpl.
Godfrey. Godfrey won on points.
LIGIITWEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Thompson, R.E., v. Pte.
Humbles, Buffs. L/Cpl. Thompson won after the
referee stopping the fight.
Pte. Humbles damaged
his thumb.
WELTERWEIGHT.—Spr. Hindle, R.E., v. Pte. Denham,
Buffs. Referee gave the fight to Denham in the
last round.
MIDDLEWEIGHT.—Spr. Raven, R.E. v. L/Cpl. Fore
man, Buffs. L/Cpl. Foreman won 011 points.
LIGHTIIEAVY.—C/Sgt. Corder, R.E., v. Pte. Lacey,
Buffs. Referee gave the fight
to Lacev in the
second round.
HEAVYWEIGHT.—spr. Dudridge v. Pte. Richards,
Buffs, R.E. Dudridge won on points.

BAYONET FIGHTING.
We were very unfortunate in losing to "A" Coy.
by six fights to five.
Therefore we are very sorry to
part with the Cup. Nevertheless, four points towards
the Harris Shield is very helpful.
FOOTBALL, HARRIS SHIELD.
We met "C" Company 011 the 18th inst. The
match proved to be one of the best games of the season,
everyone playing their very best with the result that
we were the winners by two goals to nil. L/Cpls.
Foreman and Brown were the goal scorers.
"A" Company were beaten by us on the 26th inst.
by nine goals to nil. We tied with "D" Company in
the Football Shield as the result of this match. Our
team confined the game to our opponent's side, and the
goal scorers were Pte. Savage, four; Ingram, one ;
L/Cpl. Foreman, three and L/Cpl. Brown, "one. Look
out, Champion Company ! "B" Company is really
after that Shield !
Already much serious thought is being given to
sport and it is to be our great cliance 011 arrival in
India to get right down to serious training for the
regimental sports. Talent in our new additions must
be brought out while we are here, so "B" Company,
make up your minds, then the Shield will he yours.
SOME THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
" Lugs " is going in for promotion when he arrives
iu India AGAIN. Yes, it is true !
Does Cliappell believe in music when taking his
bath ?
Machine Gun Platoon.
Apparently my task of recounting the activities of tlie Platoon
during the past month will not be exactly an overwhelming one, for
although we have been extremely busy in' connection with our duties
we have had rather a quiet time in the " Field of Sport," principally
due to the absence of so many of our sportsmen who were " besporting
themselves 011 Leave in U.K. during that time.
It is also very apparent that we have missed their valuable
assistance, for our successes in the sports line have diminished some
what ; however, now that we are all together again we hope for better
luck and better accomplishments.
Meeting "C" Company, 011 the Hockey field we lost by five goals to
nil, our muchweakened team playing extremely well against a much
stronger side. This was very unfortunately a " Harris Shield " match
so some valuable points " went west." Later, meeting "D" Company
at Football, we drew 22 after a strenuous game, Pte. Bishop scoring
botli our goals.
On tlie 24tli iBstant we met "A" Company at Hockey. Our team
put in some good work and our forward line combined their efforts in
line stj'le. This was a " Harris Shield " match which resulted in a
draw 11, C.S.M. Farrow scoring our goal.
Congratulations to Ptes. Allen and Taylor on " winning their
weights" in the "Harris Shield " Boxing; also to Pte. Spencer who
won through to the semifinals, but unfortunately lost his last fight
after " extra time " being allotted to obtain a decision.
On the 24tli instant our numbers were greatly reduced by the return
to various companies, of twentysix of our " gunners." We are sorry
to lose tlicm and wish them all success and good luck in their new duties.
Our "footer" and also our running team have suffered loss, Ptes.
Cook, Russell and Allsopp having "retired" from the former, and
Pte. Caless from the latter.
The return of our numerous " Leave Wallahs" has caused 110 little
excitement, and also a considerable amount of chinwagging between
the lucky ones and their " townics" who remained in Gib.;
discussions have included everything from London Coffee Stalls to the
" Charleston."
By the time this literary effort of mine appears in print we shall
probably be busily engaged spending our time, and rupees, at Barrilly.
The majority of us are keenly anticipating the move to India, and an
enjoyable lime in the "far east"; may all our predictions and
anticipations come true.
F.A.G.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who painted " AshfordPeter's " eyebrows ?
Or are " Cosmetics " tlie vogue now in the canine world ?
Did " Davo " fall in love at " Customs House " ?
And was he loth to leave " licr " afterwards ?
Who was the " bride " 011 the " Kamo Marie " ?
And could she " Russell " her " skirts," and wear a " Biugle " ?
Who wants to take up " snake charming " as a profession ?
And is it necessary to wait until we arrive in India before receiving
instruction in tliat art ?
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"B" Company, 1st Battalion.—Winners of the Battalion and Garrison
InterCompany Boxing Cups, Gibraltar, 1926.
The Band.
We have not been able to do much in tlie way of Sport this month
as we liave been very busy in getting ready for our move to India in
February.
We played tlie VI Medium Battery K.A. in a friendly game of
football and after a good game ended up all square 44. Our last
match iu tlie Harris Shield football section was against "C" Company
lo whom we lost 40 and so we finish at the bottom of the table.
In the Hockey section we lost to "D" Company, 63 after a good
game.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is there a certain N.C.O. in the Band who believes in ghosts, and is
liis favourite piece of music Valse Triste ? Ask Smudge.
Who is Percival Longman's next opponent ? Is it Tiny ?
Did Bonce feel tired on G.O.C.'s inspection ?
When is the B.M.'s batman putting up the Banns ?
FIGARO.

The Drums.
Well, boys, here we are again, only a few notes this month, as we
arc frightfully busy, packing this and that, getting ready for the " Big
Pulk." But still, we manage to insert a few lines each month, and
keep up the flow of correspondence.
Our football team, I am sorry to say, lias been inactive for a long
lime now. (Perhaps it is those Extra Drills that keep them back).
At any rate, I have one particularly good Soccer match, which I would
like to record, that being against the all " Red and Yellows," who hail
from that historic hamlet of " Terringoe," round about " LaLinea " ;
(no doubt, wellknown). This interesting match was one of the most
amazing games of football ever witnessed by the " Kspanals," in fact,
nobody has ever seen a better game. Unfortunately I was not present
at this astonishing game, but I managed to get a report through which
told me that the drummers were hard pressed in the first half;
eventually, they made a desperate rally in the second half, and they all
awoke to hear the blaring strains of that worldknown ballad, known to
many as :—" Oh, come to the cookhouse door, boys." It was a
strenuous game, but our team received their wellearned reward, that
being in the way of a large rum and coffee, aud a generous roll of tliat
fattening food known as " Terringoe." Anyway, so much for that.
Rumour has it that we are about to lose " Drumrny " (" 12"),
This, I have no doubt is the case, and we all wish " Druminy " and his
family the very best of luck in their new sphere of activity. His
destination is, I believe, a little place in the wilds of Kent, wellknown
to Swedes as "OarsMenDen." This place, I believe, lies on the
outskirts of Cranbrook and Drummy's job, I may add, connects liim
with tlie " 4th Battalion."
We have now found out why certain smfkecharmers are always
putting in latepasses :—i.e., " For the sole purpose of doing the
"Charleston." This vigorous and energetic form of "Jazzing" has
completely seized our lads with the result that the boot and shoe shops
have been doing a roaring trade.

Certain " ERBS," I hear, went over home to see their " halfbacks,"
" across the border, but did not break it though," and indulged in an
orgy of several drinks consisting of :—Malaga, Vino and OgWally
Auti; they afterwards carried off deepsea monsters, namely :—
shrimps, crabs and oysters. I must say it was an intcre; ting meal,
in fact the best to be obtained in LaLinea. These "ERBS" after
wards had an invite to a'private " Villa" where they partook of tea
(rather fishy turnout, though).
Now that the time is drawing desperately near for us to be moving
to tlie LandoftheBlueSun, tlie belles of Gibraltar will, no doubt,
miss our Drummer Boys and 1 am wondering if they are going to make
allowances, i.e., cost of a dog's licence ?
In conclusion I may add tliat we have been visited by Captain
G. R. Howe, our late Adjutant, of the 2nd Battalion, 1922, and need
less to mention, he soon recognised old faces. We all hope he spent an
enjoyable time iu Gibraltar.
STATEDRUMMER."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is Gus. taking on ? (With a trace !)
Can Pug really do the " Charlie " ?
Is Lurgi also hot on tlie same ?
When is " Light in our Darkness " taking over " Leading Tapper " ?
Has Cronkie obtained his " PickleStabber " yet ? (Guard Salute).

Signal Section.

The month of January has to us passed in a very quick manner,
owing to the amount of duty that has recently fallen to our lot. Guards
and fatigues seem to have entirely superseded signal training aud
it will be a welcome change when we can again carry on with our normal
routine. To this cud we all look forward to our new station, and
hope that by the time another month has passed we shall again lie
disturbing the wind.
Our R.S.O. will no doubt also be glad to resume training for he has
been unable to be with us owing to liis being A.D.C. this month. Duty
lias obtained its sway with us all as can be readily seen.
Sport has to a certain degree been on a lesser scale through the
the majority of players generally being away, but even with this serious
handicap some real good games have resulted in both Rugby and
Football.
A few even ventured to try their luck at swimming and although the
sea was very cold they, with all good intentions no doubt, tried to
convince us it was lukewarm. Perhaps we may be able to obtain
swimming in India even though it may have to be in a bath of sorts.
Congratulations are offered to those who obtained the coveted
" 2nd" this mouth and trust that very shortly the whole section may
be in possession of it.
Our listeninginset has been working overtime recently and many
vague aud doubtful items of information have reached us. Some
items have made us very uneasy aud others have raised queries in our
minds, so perhaps some kind reader of The Dragon can put us on the
right track. A few interesting questions are published in the hope
tliat at least one or more may be answered. The " Dixey kid " has
again obliged us by handing iu for publication another humorous
piece of poetry, but the " lady " concerned therein we trust will see
the joke and not try and scalp the writer.
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THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Can Rinso give Flood tips on Foreign Service ?
Who likes dates and are the stones nice ?
How many writing pads does Cobbler need ?
Do we OFFEN do coal fatigues ?
Who is tlie official barber of the section ?
Who plays tlie Bedfords daily and docs he like tea ?
What went wrong with our Jazz Band ?

THE REGISTERED LETTER {By request).

Well, these are the last lot of notes that will smell of the Levant
because in a week's time we will bid adieu to that dear old portion of
eartli known as Scud Hill. (Editor fetch a sponge for tlie tears).
As I have previously remarked, the sporting news is short, but
the little there is will be made mention of by our C.S.M. at the con
clusion of these notes.
I am now in a position for a while to be able to catch our worthy
W.O. 011 this part of the notes. (HA ! HA !) Meanwhile, my interest
is held around some equipment which in its present state would not be
fit for a
" QUARTER GUARD."

Dear Simmons bad a letter, 'twas registered too, my word.
And thought he'd clicked aaquidlet, from liis one and only " bird."
With fcverisli liastc lie opened it, to see what was inside,
And when he saw its whole contents, the poor lad nearly died
You see, some humorous person, I mention here 110 name.
Had taken it upon himself, to play a little game.
He packed the letter with datestones, aud to make the thing look
real,
Used the number off an old one, and with wax affixed a seal.
The whole thing was done properly, blue pencil used as well.
The datestamp, too, was wangled, it was really hard to tell.
Of course it came from Deal, so the registered label said,
But it originated, as I know, not six feet from liis bed.
The joke, its true, is on Eric, for a little while at least,
But if ever he finds the joker, he"11 partake of tlie feast.
I'or I hear he'll surely kill him, aud I know he'll do it well,
And can we really blame him, after sucli an awful sell.
J. E. DIXEY.

The result of the Harris Sliield Football gave us only two points,
as we were beaten by "B," "C," aud "D" aud won against "14" and
"23."
At Hockey we lost to "C" and "D," beat "B" Company, but could
only manage to draw with "14" aud "23." As the other Companies
have not yet finished we are not sure how many points we shall get.
I11 the Boxing, we tied with "D" Company for 3rd place, thus
gaining two and a half points.
We congratulate the winners, "B" Company, aud console with "C"
Company 011 being narrowly beaten. The Cup seems to change hands
every year, so perhaps "H.Q." Wing may shine next!!!
Congratulations to Cpl. Turner and Pte. Cornwell 011 winning their
weights ; thus, no longer are they novices.

Orderly Room Staff.

Wanderlust.

There has not been much of interest happening during the month,
practically everyone sweating 011 going to " Chink Land," but owing to
tlie lack of practice in the use of " Chop Sticks " we go to " Ind'.a "
instead. Buster has returned from leave and more to add, he returned
a married man. We all wish him tlie best of luck in liis new sphere of
life. We also hope that all his troubles are little ones or of a buff nature.
Jimmy lias gone to tlie Home Establishment, our loss but their gain ;
we all wish him and his wife the very best luck.
On the 10th and lltli of January the Harris Shield Boxing took
place, being won by "B" Company with "C" Company a good second.
After the distribution of the prizes, there took place an exhibition bout
between C/O.R.S./WH/1927 and A.F.O.1810. After 01810 had
lassoed his opponent three times in the first round with liis typewriting
ribbon, he was placed HORSDECOMBAT in the second round by a
straight C/92. The winner was then presented with a handsome prize,
i.e., one set of equipment, plus rifle and bayonet by "H.Q." Wing
Quartermaster.
By the time this has gone to press we shall have commenced packing
up for our journey on the long, long trail.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it true tliat tlie Barracks arc empty every night now tlie Fleet
has arrived ?
When is Toby going to smarten up Headquarter Wing as lie once
said lie would do ?
Did tlie Rock tremble when Jinney turned out 011 G.O.C.'s inspection
and was he CHECKED ?
R/234/27 would like to know if a certain N.C.O. in "C" Company
needs any instruction regarding how to make out a Church Parade
State ? And is his No. 6278747 ?
Has James found a wife now lie is ou the BORDER ?. And is Granite
worrying ?
Is Buster likely to get promoted O.R.C. now there is a vacancy ?
Ask dear old Willie ?
TRANGIE & MOTIIAS.

" A " Company.
What oh, ye merry Dragouites ! How is your kitbag off for rose
pink paint ? Sorry, Editor, but being worried a great deal of late
witli that awful task of trying to convert our kitbags into something
resembling Joseph's coat, I had to mention it in these notes.
Now that everyone is busy getting ready for our departure very
little time remains for the various sports and adventures to take place,
hence, the shortness of these notes for this month.
By the time these few lines are in print, Col. and Mrs. Tower will
have left us, so I will take this opportunity, ou behalf of the Company,
to wish that in their new sphere of life they only encounter the very
best of health, wealth and prosperity.
To Col. Power's successor, namely Major L H. Smith, we extend
a hearty welcome and offer our sincere congratulations ; we also wish
that the very best of health and success favour his good fortune.
Well, the " old " Company can still shout the odds about some
thing, and in this case it is in connection with the jolly old fighting
irons. Yes, we are the best Shooting Company of the Battalion with
the Company combined average of 22*091. On top of this small detail
we managed to scrounge the best shot of the Battalion, both out of the
W.O.'s and Sergeants and the Corporals and Privates, namely, L/Sgt.
Larkiu with the score of 282 and Pte. West with the total score of 321.
Heaps of congratulations, you fellows, but how about helping to pay
for some of these beastly decorations which our C.S.M. makes us wear
on our right arm.

Sports.

"HAT is tlie quiet peacefuliiess of Spring to me ?
Restless am I with that strange wanderlust
Which tears the soul with longing to be free,
And knows 110 weight of logic but " I must."
This England's gift of glorious golden days
But makes me dream of other wilder ways.
Sahara's desert at the midday hour,
Pitiless sunshine on a sea of sand.
Crushed into silence by a cruel power ;
An aching stillness in a lifeless laud.
Beyond Sheikh Othman there is desert, too,
Backed by a range of rugged mountain peaks :
When, for a moment, sunset's softened hue
Touches the West, the silent desert speaks.
Stripped of pretence and all poor petty pride,
Kneel 011 the sand with bared and reverent head,
Cry with the Arab escort by your side,
" God He is God, the only God, indeed !"
The Himalayan foothills stretching down,
A mighty mass of mountains dwarfed beside
The majesty of Kinchinjunga's frown,
Towering, snowcapped, iu solitary pride.
There have I stood at dawn to see the sky
Turn pale, then light the snow with rose ;
And watched the sun's bright disc mount high
To lick the mist that wrapped the valley close.
Like spears of gold the rays have pierced the wrap
That hid, five thousand feet below, the plain ;
Revealed the woods and rivers like a map
Spread out towards the distant mountain chain.
The Indian Ocean in the monsoon's grip,
Mountainous waves that swept to overwhelm
yV little speck, a windswept, wavetossed ship,
Controlled by two small atoms at the helm.
Riding that weight of water, God knows how,
A pigmy 'midst the Titans ; I have stood,
Torn at by wind and wave, up in the bow.
Lashed to an upright there, and found it good.
To share this conflict with a force of Death,
To find one's nerve and courage in control ;
One with the throbbing agony beneath,
The lift and thrust, the sudden surging roll.
This England's giftoof glorious golden days
But makes me dream of other wilder ways.
EC.F.
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The 2nd Battalion.

I

E

you recall last
month's Dragon (if
you do not and have also
lost it, I believe back
numbers can be obtained
from the Editor) the sub
editor's sub painted a
vivid picture of what he
always imagined Editors
and subEditors resembled.
Judging only from his
words I think that I have
already shattered his ideals
as regards a subEditor,
though, at the time, I can
certainly lay claim to
baldness—an essential, so I understand, in
his fantasy.
But I shall go further and apart from
effecting an introduction to the Editor (to
shatter more ideals) on the earliest possible
occasion, I shall point out to him that the
face, build and habits of a subEditor are quite
trivial points when the weight of his words is
taken into consideration.
And (if you do remember last month's
Dragon and have not lost it) what command
of words he had ! What power of expression !
What—no, I fear that despite my baldness
I cannot compete with such eloquence, so 011
my substitute's return I shall lead him to
a mirror and show him what a subEditor is
about to look like, thrust a ' handingover
certificate ' into his hand and ' beat it,' as they
say.
My only grouse is that I looked in vain in
last month's issue for an account of Rieut.
Haggard's wedding, for the nonappearance
of which I must apologise ; it is found (really
this time) on page 482.
I am sorry to say we are shortly losing
Lieut. G. C. N: Brown, M.C., who has resigned
his commission after nineteen years' service.
I say ' shortly ' because he is not leaving
Aldershot till March 7th and is still frequently
to be found in the mess, so it does not yet
seem quite as if he has really left us, although
I do not suppose we shall ever see him
in uniform again. Everyone who has come
into contact with ' Buster ' will miss him
very much and combine in wishing him
the very best of luck in his new job, as a
horsemaster at Doncaster.

Major the Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., and
Captain A. J. Whitacre Allen, who are our
only representatives in ' this China business '
sailed in the Megantic with General Duncan
and his staff. Best of luck to them, both
on the voyage and when they arrive. Also,
our congratulations to Lieut. E. P. C. Bruce
on his recent promotion.
Recently, sport has been chiefly confined
to boxing, the annual weapon training, etc.,
of various companies rather interfering with
football and hockey arrangements. The fights
with the Royal Ulster Rifles and the Scots
Guards in the first and second round of the
Army InterUnit Championship are described
under a separate heading. The team is to be
congratulated on its decisive victories and we
wish it the best of luck when we meet the
R.A.S.C. in the third round on the 18th.
Active interest has also, however, been
taken in crosscountry running. On February,
15th, the Command InterCompany Run was
held over a stiff five mile course. " C" Coy.
represented the Battalion and finished twelfth
out of twentysix teams entered—a very
creditable show. Congratulations to L/Cpl.
Trinkwon on finishing seventh out of some
hundreds of runners.
Finally, our most sincere sympathy to Mrs.
Joy on the death of Sergeant Joy, our
sergeantcook, who died suddenly at the
Cambridge Hospital on P'ebruary 7th from
pneumonia. His funeral took place on
Saturday, 12tli February, at Canterbury,
whither Lt. and Qr.Mr. Dare, R.S.M. Vaughan
and others went to represent the Battalion,
paying their last respects to a good, hard
working soldier.
SUBEDITOR.

Football.
The football report this month makes more cheerful
reading, as we have been ou the winning side more
often than the losing. May we remain so !
ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR CUP V. R.A.S.C.
Won, 13—6 ; a cricket score truly, but our 13 goals
were all well earned. It was rather a surprise. We
now meet the East Yorks. in the third round.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE P.2ND DORSET'S.
Won, 5—3 ; a rather pleasing result as we had
previously lost to the Dorsets.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE V. KING'S OWN
REGIMENT.
Lost, 4—2 ; a creditable result really, as this team
are top of the League, having won all its matches, and
we were short of three of our regular first team. In
addition, we played the second half with only ten men,
losing our outside right with a wrenched knee.
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ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND DIV.
SIGNALS.
Won, 3—2 ; a very good game and if a couple of
our forwards had not been so selfish, we should have
had more goals.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND JUNIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND BN.
ROYAL TANK CORPS.
Wou, 7—1 ; which gave us a couple of very
valuable points in this League.
Sergeants' Mess.
Having left Christmas well behind us, we have once
again got into the regular run of things. Our Whist
Drives aud Dances are in full swing, with, at occasional
intervals, a concert to help things along. A pat on
the back is due to C.S.M. Tong and his committee for
the excellent way in which they organize and run the
Whist Drives and Dances, which have always proved
a great success and have been well patronized. The
winners at the last two " Drives " are as follows :—
20th J auuary :—
Ladies: 1st prize ...
...
Mrs. Goldman
2nd ,,
...
...
... Mrs. Senior
3rd
Mrs. Ryan
Gents. : 1st ,,
.
C.S.M. Bayliss
,,
2nd ,,
...
...
... Sgt. Graham
3rd
Mr. Birch
SWEEPSTAKE—
1st prize, 1st half
Mrs. Ryan
2nd ,,
1st ,, ...
...
Mrs. Goldman
1st ,,
2nd ,, ...
...
C.S.M. Bayliss
2nd ,,
2nd ,, ...
...
... Sgt. Graham
3rd February :—
Ladies: 1st prize ...
...
Mrs. Richards
2nd ,,
...
...
... Mrs. White
3rd ,,
Mrs. Senior
Gents. : 1st ,,
...
...
...
Mr. Ryan
„
2nd „
...
...
Sgt. Druminond
„
3rd ,,
...
...
A/Q.M.S. Tweed
SWEEPSTAKE—
1st prize, 1st half ...
...
...
Mr. Ryan
2nd „
1st
Mrs. White
1st ,,
2nd ,, ...
...
Sgt. Drunimond
2nd ,,
2nd ,, ...
...
... Mrs. Darrell
The first of our " occasional " concerts was held
—more or less as an experiment—ou February 6th.
It was a great success, and, I understand, more will
be held in the future. Our thanks are due to Mr.
Hewitt, our Bandmaster, for supplying the orchestra,
and to Sgt. A. Smith and L/Sgt. Diamond, who worked
very hard to make the show a success. Neither must
we overlook the other artistes: Cpl. Martin, L/Cpl.
Carey (fe rale impersonator), Pte. Woods, Pte. Walton,
Mr. Coot and Mr. Waller, who rendered very valuable
services
ing the evening.
The .
ual billiards handicap is now in full swing
and further particulars of its progress will be published
in due course.
Among receut visitors to the Mess was exR.S.M.
(Jack) Bennell, still looking remarkably well and
hearty. I understand he is living not so very far away
from Aldershot and we hope to see more of him in the
future.
It is with great regret I have to announce the death
of Sgt. Joy, our late MasterCook, who passed away
suddenly on February 7tli, from pneumonia and
bronchitis. " Bunny " as he was called by all who
knew liiin, was a worker and a man who would
not give in. He was at duty until within about thirty
six hours of his death.
In losing " Bunny" the
Regiment has lost a fine soldier, and the members of
the Mess a staunch comrade, and our heartfelt
sympathy goes out tojhis widow and relatives in tliis
sad and sudden bereavement.

A party of twentyfour, including Lt. aud Qr.Mst.
Dare, R.S.M. Vaughan and a number of other W.O.'s,
Sergeants, Corporals and Privates attended the funeral,
which took place at Canterbury on Saturday, 12tli
February, where the interment took place in
Thanington Cemetery. Lt. FearnsideSpeed, R.S.M.
Potter, R.Q.M.S. lugs and other W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s and
Men represented the Depot.
The floral tributes included a beautiful wreath from
our neighbours, the 1st Battalion Dorset Regiment,
who kindly sent a representative to Canterbury with
the party from the 2nd Battalion. The late Sgt. Joy
was thirtythree years of age, and had about fifteen
years' service. He saw a good deal of active service
during the Great War, arid was in possession of the
191415 Star, British War and Victory Medals.
Forthcoming events include, I believe, a grand
Sergeants' Dance on St. Patrick's Day, 17tli March,
of which—more anon.
C.S.M. Howard and Sgt. Adams have left us on
being posted to the Regimental Depot for a tour of
duty. Our loss is the Depot's gain.
ASCOT.
THIS IS TRUE :
Battalion on parade. A young Buff being around
tlie corner and hearing much shouting and noise going
oil, on the parade ground, grew alarmed, especially
when he heard the one in command of the parade give
a very loud and extraordinarily peculiar word of
command. In fact he got so frightened he ran indoors
crying :—" Mummy ! Mummy ! Mummy ! there's a
man' choking out there !"
Then Mummy choked—with laughter.
Corporals' IVless.
Having been "honoured" by tlie members in being appointed
" i/c Dragon Notes," I am hoping that this, my initial journalistic
effort, will do credit to their powers ol selection.
To begin with, a most successful dauce was held (of which I have a
somewhat hazy recollectiou) ou January 28th. It proved a great
attraction, there being a very gratifying attendance, and judging by
the expression on the faces of all present, everybody spent a highly
enjoyable evening. It was indeed a triumph for the newlyappointed
Indoor Entertainments Committee who were afforded help by a few
untiring volunteers. Now that we have Indoor Entertainments on a
proper footing in the Room, we are promised two Whist Drives and One
Dance per month for tlie remainder of the season. Owing to circum
stances beyond our control we have yet to break the ice in the Whist
line.
Everyone is in the throes of a Billiards Handicap which has just
commenced and, most marvellous of all things, I have not yet heard a
real moan about the handicapping.
We were tlie guests of our neighbours, tlie Corporals of the K.R.R.C.
at a smoker, on February 16th, aud everybody had an enjoyable evening
which lasted up to 11 p.m. with song and lubricator. It was really
good ol them to stage the show just for our especial benefit and we
hope to be able to shew tliem what good fellows the Corporals of the
Buffs arc, before many uroous have passed.
Cpl. Burtou has our congratulations on reaching tlie final of tlie
Group stage of the Army Billiards Championship, but after a very good
game he lost to a better cueist. Better luck next yenr, 'rich.
We also congratulate Cpl. Jolrnsou on liis recent promotion, but we
deeply sympathise with him and L/Cpl. Bowman on losing their single
status. Never mind, Battle, for " better or worse."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Whether the rumour that the roof of Cyril's mouth has falleu in,
is correct.
,
The actual conversation between bpence and the drummer boy i
Has the boy learned to stand to attention properly now ?
What are " frows" ? Perhaps CoughCough can spill the beans.
Will HE be missed during his seven days' leave ?

" C " Company.
Very little news is available for tlie past month, as
we have been strenuously engaged in weapon training
for a fortnight of it.
As no doubt a paragraph relating to the success of
the regimental boxing team is elsewhere in the battalion
notes, it is quite unnecessary for me to relate them,
but we have two representatives of the Company in
the team, namely Cpl. Martin and Pte. Hollands
(reserve).
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We all wish Lieuts. d'Arcy Symonds and Nicholson
success at Hythe and hope they will arrive back with
" D's."
Sport has been rather curtailed this month, but
several of our running team have been getting a good
deal of practice in, getting ready for the Command
Run, for which "C" Company has been selected to
represent the Battalion.
The run took place yesterday, tlie 15th, and resulted
in a win for the R.T.C. We did not do so badly
considering there were 26 teams entered, finishing up
eleventh. We can rest assured that the Company
team upheld the battalion.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Trinkwon on getting
seventh place in the whole command ; quite a credit
able performance. Also L/Cpl. Speuce on his show,
finishing up as though he were doing a short sprint.
It is suggested that we run some whist drives in the
canteen. All the men are very keen on them so they
may materialize.
All the Company sympathise with Mrs. Joy and
family in the loss of her husband, Sgt. Joy. Pie was
an old "C" Company N.C.O. until being appointed
cooksergeaut, so naturally we feel the loss very much.
We understand that the annual Company Football
League for the points towards the Harris Shield
commences on Monday next, so we hope to give a good
account of ourselves and if it is not boasting too much,
we may say that we ought to win this event.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
1. How is the most economical way of spending six
ience on a Thursday ?
d the "Garrett" syndicate inform us?
3. Do our N.C.O's. look smarter in "plus fours" ?
4. Is a certain one applying for a patent for his ?
WELLSID.
The following is tlie team which ran against "A"
Company, the Dorset Regiment, on Thursday, lOtli
February, "C" Company winning by nine points.
These teams were representing their respective
regiments in the command run, taking place on 15tli
February, our team being shown in the order they
finished.
(1) L/Cpl. Trinkwon ; (2) L/Cpl. Speuce ; (3) Pte.
Finn ; (4) Pte. Lewis ; (5) Pte. A. G. Baker ; (6) L/Cpl.
Salsbury ; (7) L/Cpl. Handscomb ; (8) Pte. Lennard ;
(9) Pte. Inge; (10) L/Cpl. Dolbear ; (11) Pte. Cowell ;
(12) Pte. Hollands.
In the command rim the team ran in the following
order in the Company :—
(1) L/Cpl. Trinkwon; (2) Pte. Finn; (3) L/Cpl.
Spence ; (4) L/Cpl. Handscomb ; (5) L/Cpl. Salsbury;
(6) Pte. A. G. Baker(7) Pte. Lewis ; (8) Pte.
Lennard; (9) Pte. Inge; (10) L/Cpl. Dolbear; (11)
Pte. Eades ; (12) Pte. Cowell.
Reserves : Pte. Mitchell ; Pte. Holland.
The former match with the Dorset Regiment was
followed with an invitation to tea with them and they
did us well. After the latter run we invited them to
a tea, thanks to the officers concerned in fixing things
up. We can assure them we are very grateful for
their efforts.
We are glad to hear from our old "C" Company
Officer, Lt. E. Foster Hall, M.C., that he is iu good
health at Camberley. He is always enquiring about
us and our various teams and their welfare. We might
remind him tliat we are also following his movements
iu The Dragon. We wish him a good trip on the Aisne.
"C."
Machine Gun Platoon.

J

II lias become my lot once again to write these notes, so here goes
to make the best effort I can.
,
Since our last notes quite a change has taken place in the Platoon.
We welcome Cpl. Gower from "B" Company, also a draft of twenty
men who have coine to form an AntiTank Section. Sgt. Sidwell,
"C" Company and L/Sgt. Wright from "A" Company, are also attached,
so shortly they will be going off to taste the fruits of a ten weeks' course
at Netheravon.
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At present our Platoon Commander, Lt. Turner, is in hospital;
we all wish him a speedy recovery, and hope to have him with us again
as soon as possible.
Lt. Bunce has returned from leave and is now taking an active part
in our training.
In a week's time we start firing Part I. of our course ready for the
28th when we start our Classification.
This year we hope everybody will come out as a marksman.
As regards sport little has taken place except Battalion games.
In our Regimental Boxing Team which is going great guns, Lt. Cass
and L/Cpl. Bell are doing well. Against the Scots. Guards, Lt. Cass
won his fight with a K.O. in the first round. L/Cpl. Bell had a walk
over.
Our team fights the R.A.S.C. in the third round of the Army Cham
pionship, so we shall all be there to cheer it on to victory.
We have arranged some football fixtures for the next few weeks
so next month we hope to give a good account of ourselves.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Has Katie been saved from the canal yet ?
How are Tyrrell's riding muscles ?
Does Aylott go in for winners and did he enjoy liis weekend ?
Has " Crane" caught " Abbott " with that " Pain " yet ?
Who taught Solway to " Charleston " ?
Is it a change for Wilks to be employed ?
Who dresses Bailey up like a " muffin man " ?
Does Sweeby make tunic boards or does he prefer parade with
" Charlie " from 3 to 4 ?
Has Vic. signed the pledge and will he enjoy his Easter holidays ?
Is George G. thinking of doing the same or has he returned the
ring ?
Has Dodd struck a clue yet ?
Does Stone keep the Boys warm when the room is out of coal ?
Why is " Bonzo " so quiet these days ?
Is it because he expects his place iu England's Rugby team ?
CLEARING PLUG.

The Band.
Owing to a misunderstanding, our notes were not forwarded last
month, but we are making no mistake this time. We shall be very
sorry to lose Sgt. Barsotti wiio is proceeding to Kneller Hall on a
Students' Course shortly. Bdsm. Day and Bdstn. Hewitt will also be
missed when they go on their course of bricklaying ; we call it scroung
ing.
The football team has not done much iu the way of playhig this
season, but they made no mistake when they beat "C" Company, 73
in a challenge game, having nearly all the play throughout the game.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who is the Recruit of "A" Company who said that the smoke
from a rifle can be seen before the bullet aud did the Depot teach him ?
Who nearly brained our Alf when digging ?
When is Slit going to start practising with his Drum on Laffam's
Plain ? has it got a water key and is it guaranteed for 140 a minute on
route marches ?
When is Taylor drawing his recognition in lumps from the Q.Hf.
Stores ?
Has Ned's chest expanded the necessary two inches through his
Physical Jerks at the "everopen window" and deep breathing
exercises on the square at Reveille, and is the complaint catching ?
IIow much did it cost Rudolf to pass the Preliminary for his First
Class Certificate, and will it help him to become a Fireman ?
Did Cock get mixed up with his New Year's Resolution in Harmony
and did the Spirits move him ?
When is Jones' wedding; will the Band be there and how much
will they be paid ?
Has George a crime on his conscience, or does Reveille go too late ?
CRUSADER.

The Drums.
Before talking about things in ordinary, we (The Dr ins) wish to
offer our deepest sympathy to the wife and family of Sgt. "'. Joy.
Well, we havejust completed a few rounds of our
...ual Weapon
Training and you can take it tliat we are " IT "
.,
We have just turned to the gentle art of Retreat . '.iting and we
have served up some of the A.1. pattern, 'flic Men jusfWturned from
the 1st Battalion TimeEx., served to increase our strength somewhat.
But as usual we are unlucky, as Dr. Baker has already gone to Civvy
Street aud L/Cpl. aud Dr. Spice are on a vocational course. All the
same, we wish them tlie best of luck.
Our fistic experts are 011 the road to heaven. In the First Round
of tlie Command Championship we beat the Royal Ulster Rifles, 17
points to 12, and in the Second Round we beat the Scots. Guards by
19 points to 10. Now we meet the R.A.S.C. in the Third Round and
we predict a win for the Buffs. We congratulate L/Cpl. Bowman on
winning both his fights.
And by the time we write our next notes we
hope to say we did beat the R.A.S.C.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How long have the Green Yorks. been tlie East Howards ? Ask
Peanut ?
Who was the N.C.O. who said " the gun won t stop " ? Ask
" Scrappy."
Whose turn is it next for the weekend ? Is it Bill and Joey ?
Does Scrappy really go to bed now he lias an S.O.P. ?
When are some gentlemen going to buy The Drums a set of bag
pipes ?
"A.O.E.B."
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Signal Section.

" B " Company.

Well, here we are once more, and seeing that it is the usual thing,
I am going to start off by apologizing for lack of notes.
The old hands have been doing bags of schemes, and still have time
to do plenty more. I believe one or two of them lost themselves ;
faulty maps or bad fogs, I wonder ? Still, they are going 011 great all
the same.
The young hands are coming on, but there is still room for improve
ment yet.
Sport has been rather lacking for us this month, but the weather
here resembling Portland, it is not to be wondered at. Roll on,
Summer.
Well, anyhow, if there is one short on parade the day after this
Dragon comes out, you will know 1 collapsed trying to write Dragon
notes instead of the one who signs himself " FLAGS."

So very little has taken place as regards sport for this month, that
it becomes unnecessary to make a report. However, our shining light
and enthusiast, Mr. Parry, has returned from his wellearned rest,
and we hope with his kind assistance we shall soon get something going.
We have concluded the programme for Weapon Training, and
commence Company Training 011 the First of March, which wc trust
will afford us, the opportunities that we so much desire.
Captain W. B. Griffith is commanding the company, whilst Captain
G. R. Howe is training the Section Leaders, and wc feel confident that
they will appreciate and prove the benefits gained, by his endeavours
and teaching.
Lieut. D. S. Lister is temporarily in command of "D" Company,
but we trust lie will soon return, as we can only regard this as a loss.
We very much regret the changes that have taken place during the
past month, in so far as those who have left us, but we wish them every
success, and trust they will be as welcome and as popular in their new
positions as they were with us.
We were all very pleased to welcome tlie Draft which arrived 011
the 2nd of February and which included, much to our surprise, Cpl.
C. Peett, who lias since returned to Canterbury for Leave. This will
afford him a rest even though perhaps not a change ! Unfortunately,
five of the Draft of seven who joined us, have been transferred to Head
quarter Whig, but at least we are still possessed of two promising
young soldiers.
We are all only too keen to express our regrets at Lieut. G. C. M.
Brown 011 going to civilian life; also to C.S.M. Howard and .Sgt. R.
Adams, 011 going to the Depot, and Cpl. Gowers to Headquarter Wing.
We wish them every success and happiness.
We were all very much surprised to find Pte. Gentle and family
back with the Battalion again after a short spell with the 1st
at Gibraltar. We are waiting to receive Sgt. Hancock from the Depot
wiio is at present on Leave.
Sgt. S. Fawcett, I.M., is Acting Company SergeantMajor, in the
place of C.S.M. Howard, and we think this is an improvement and a
change for him, from his previous arduous duties.
Finally, we offer our very deepest sympathy, in the bereavement of
Sgt. Joy, to his family and relatives.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Did Tug really lose himself 011 that scheme, or did lie spot a " bird " ?
And shall we ever know the truth about it ?
What became of that " milkfloat " we used to see at Portland ?
Did it collapse ou the way here ? Ask Ted.

JB.

Officers' Servants (Domestic Blisters).
O'yez ! O'yez ! O'yez 1 Here we are again, hard at it, up to our
eyes in work, spring cleaning, spud peeling, etc.
Well, dear readers, in my last month's notes I mentioned about the
Corinthian V.'s accepting our challenge, and they decided to play us
011 the 12tli of last month, but owing to their gallant Captain being
unable to gel all his team together, we had to cancel the match, which
is to be played at a later date.
We have played one match since our last Edition, against the
Corporals. This was a very exciting game and the Corporals just
managed to beat us, the score being 31.
They appeared to have a few of the Battalion players out, so we did
not do so badly. Our brilliant Captain and centreforward, Knight,
played a splendid game and scored the only goal for 11s, a beautiful
header, from a corner kick.
We will not dwell loo long 011 the game, but we would like it known
that we are still challenging all comers, which are very few up till the
present. The Domestics' team was as follows :—
Rhodes, Hammond, Divers, Toms, Bersey, Knight, Hansom,
Walters, Young, Parsons.
We have been very busy drawing up our chop sticks and pigtails
from the stores this month, aud we soon hope to be using them.
We have heard that one of the Staff in the Officers' Mess has been
mistaken once or twice recently for Jenkins, the Kcnsitas Waiter.
S.B.T.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who was the Domestic who went into Hospital for a feed and did
he get it ?
How much do the Kcnsitas Cigarette manufacturers pay to Uncle
Ned ?
Who was the N.C.O. in Employed Men's Room, who asked a
Domestic where lie worked in Civvy Life, and when he replied " The
Crystal Palace," he said : " Well, you'll be on windows, start now " ?
When is the Armourer's Assistant going to see " Molly" and his
three pints a shilling ?
S.B.T.

" A " Company.
Live wires ; electric wires ; wireless wires ; less wires aud shocks !
Ilcrc we are again ! Individual training, weapon training, educational
training, section leading, scouts and, —INTELLIGENCE AII, that is the
sort of training we want. 1 say we, because I have my old pal, " snuff
links," at my elbow helping me with these notes. We feel like the
hub of a wheel with ail these "spokes" whizzing around us.
and it makes us feel quite dizzy trying to use our " intelligence " to
compile Dragon notes. However, we never say die; instead, we
arm ourselves with pens, ink, paper, six dictionaries, and Harmsworth's
Encyclopedia ; and to sit down to write all these is to tell you, in a
nutshell, which if it is bad, is nothing. In fact, there is nothing in it
at all, the nutshell, I mean, because Snuffy has just eaten the nut.
All I got was the pip, the result of having an overripe seedless orange
strike me on the back of the bulletcatcher.
As mentioned above, here we are again ! Some of us : of the
others, some are 011 Courses, some have gone into Civvy Street, and
one or two arc taking a rest, enforced or otherwise. Anyhow, in spite
of all this we are not letting the grass grow under our—doorstep, or
the moss grow on the dining hall windows. We are busy, very busy,
too busy in fact to do much in tlie line of sport. However, we have
managed to get off a couple of football matches, one interPlatoon,
aud one friendly, with the 3rd Pack Battery, who arc still iu the Aider
shot InterCompany Knockout Competition. The Pack Battery is
a good team, and in spite of a fivenil win over us, did not have such
a walkover as the score would suggest. Our team played very well
and needs only a little more pep. in the forward line to obtain better
results. We are trying it 011 the M.G. Platoon this afternoon.
We welcome to the Company Ptes. Phipps, Reed and Farrar, who
joined us with the last draft from the Depot.
Congratulations to Cpl. Johnson 011 his recent promotion to
Corporal, and to L/Cpl. Yates on being appointed Paid L/Cpl. Also
Pte. Clinton ou reiuforeing the Brigade of Young Bu ffs with a sturdy
little sou. I wonder if lieis like his Dad ?
OLD TAWNEY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is " Snaky " still sweating 011 going to the Depot ?
Does Liddle still think North Shields is in Newcastle ?
Who is the " Parson " and " Apple King" of "11" Company who
s»et fire to liis rlock when cleaning it, and when will lie purchase a new
one ! ?
Who is the approved (?) fire spaniel of No. 7 Platoon ?
Does T. Smith bear any similarity to Jack Hyltou ? Why does
he think this a possibility ?
Does Ned think lie belongs to the Itille Brigade or is he in mourning?
When shall wc see our Rambler Roses, and who is the optimist ?
How soon shall we be requiring chopsticks, and Gas Masks ?
Why is " Wilky " wondering who will be his Valentine ? and does
she resemble tc Duchess of York !—or his sweet Colleen ?
N.E.D.

" D " Company.
Since the last notes very little has happened in the company. Wc
played "D" Company, 2nd Battalion K.R.R.C., in the Command
Company KuockOut Competition, which I regret to state wc lost
30. The day turned out very windy, but nevertheless, a good game
was played by both teams.
Ourilatc Company Commander, Major II011. P. G. Scarlett, M.C.,
has gone to China. We all wish him the best of luck out there. He
look Pte. Caines as his servant, who 011 his return, will be letting us
know all about that part of the globe. Wc hope to see some articles
in The Dragon from both of them, and if it is useful to them, we will
gladly inform them how to put up a Creeping Barrage with one Field
Gun.
Our representative in the Battalion Boxing team versus Royal
Ulster Rilles, Pte. Barr, had the misfortune to get a K.O. in the first
round, and from all rumours, lie is going lo get his own back when we
meet the Scots Guards. Pte. Jones is also in that team, and 110 doubt,
more will be written by the Battalion representative. Good luck to
them both.
Since writing the above paragraph the Boxing took place. Pte.
Jones got a " walkover," thus scoring two points for the Battalion.
Pte. Barr was beaten 011 points by a very narrow margin. His bout
was excellent from start to finish, and shewed that there is the makings
of a first class boxer. Better luck, next time, Barr.
As 1 write these notes I am informed of the dcatli from Pneumonia
of Sgt. (Mr.Cook) Joy. He will be greatly missed by all ranks of the
Company, for he was always one who put the comfort and welfare of
the men first.
The deepest sympathy of all ranks of the Company
arc extended to his widow and children.

N O T E . Next Meeting of London Branch,
Past and Present Association will be held
at Windsor ^Hotel, Victoria, on the 19th
instant, at 7.30 p.m.
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Beneath
INFLUENZA and
1
fog have been
the most prominent
things in the life of
the Depot during the
past
month.
The
former evil shows signs
of
abating,
though
gargling parades are in
full swing still, but the
latter appears to have
come to stay and we
have almost forgotten
what it is to lie able
to see more than fifty
yards in any direction.
Though the Regiment as a whole has so
far not been affected by events in China, the
Buffs are represented in the Shanghai Defence
Force by a party of thirtythree Section "A"
reservists, who were mobilized here and sent
to join the 1st Battalion The Middlesex
Regiment.
Our best wishes go with Captain R. M.
Watson who has left the Regiment to go into
business in Paris. We shall miss him here
and hope that he will come and look us up
sometimes.
We welcome his successor,
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C.
The Recruits' Boxing Tournament, a full
account of which appears elsewhere, took place
on January 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th and
was productive of some very good fights. The
tournament enabled a strong team to be
chosen to represent the depot in the Eastern
Command InterDepot Competition, the
preliminary round of which takes place on
17th February. We are full of hope of being
more successful in this competition than we
were a year ago.
We extend our sympathy to Mr. W. PI.
SelbyLowndes, Master of the East Kent Hunt,
who has been severely injured as the result of
a bad fall. We hope he may be back in the
saddle again before the end of the season.
In the meanwhile, Colonel Sutton is hunting
the pack.
It is hoped before very long to record the
definite establishment of the Regimental
Museum in the depot. There has been
unavoidable delay, however, owing to the
difficulty of reappropriation of a suitable
room. A certain number of exhibits have
been received, chiefly from the 1st Battalion.
There have been a number of concerts and
entertainments lately, chief amongst these
being a lesson in community singing by Miss

Bell
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Harry.

EardleyWilmot, the well known authoress
of a " Little Grey Home in the West." It
was really a treat to hear again some of the
old favourites of years ago. Miss Eardley
Wilmot told us of a new song she has just
composed called " Dear Old London " which
it is thought will soon be sung by everybody.
Amongst recent visitors to the depot was
Captain vS. L. P. Barker, who is home from
South Africa and staying in Folkestone for
a short time. We have lately had attached
to us for a few days Captain Said Salman, of
the Iraq Army who is in England for a year
on various courses of instruction. We fear
he found Canterbury rather damp and cold.
BOXING.
Some Spirited Finals.
Last Thursday, January 27th, the finals
of al
weights of the Recruits' Boxing Championships of the
Bulls Depot were held iu the Buffs Gymnasium in
the Barracks.
As is usual in these encounters no " quarter " was
given or asked for and every fight was brim full of
interest.
Major Guy Lee, late O.C. of the Buffs Depot, was
an interested spectator.
RESULTS.
FLYWEIGHT FINAL.—Pte. Hawkins beat Pte.
Girdleston on points.
BANTAMWEIGHT FINAL.—Pte. Quinn beat Pte
Brown on points after a close fight.
FEATHERWEIGHT FINAL.—Pte. T. Saunders beat
Pte. C. Wickendeu on points. Both competitors had
obviously boxed before, but Saunders righthanded
stance appeared to worry Wickendeu.
LIGHTWEIGHT FINAL.—Pte. H. Cowley beat Pte.
A. Johnson on points. This must have been one of
the finest fights
ever witnessed in the Buffs Gym
nasium.
Early in the first
round Cowley caught
J olmson off his balance and sent him to the boards,
where Johnson had the misfortune to bump the back of
his head badly.
He rose obviously dazed, but fought
back doggedly. The second and third rounds found
Cowley piling on the points, but J olmson stuck to his
guns, and earned a tremendous ovation at the close of
the fight for his pluck.
FINAL INTERMEDIATE WEIGHT.—Pte. C. Lee beat
Pte. W. McBride on points. McBride started well, but
Lee just turned the scales in his favour in the last round
by some good leftliauded work.
FINAL WELTERWEIGHT.—Pte. W. Lye beat Pte. A*
Canon on points.
FINAL MIDDLEWEIGHT.—Pte. H. Vasey beat Pte.
J. Pugh on points. Vasey had all the advantage in
weight and quickly had his man in difficulties.
Although repeatedly sent to the boards, Pugh fought
back with the greatest determination, and was given
a wellearned ovation at the close.
The InterSquad Shield was won
by
the
Malplaquet Squad (Sgt. Martin) and the George Barrett
Cup for the most promising boxer was awarded to Pte.
H. Cowley. The C.O.'s prize for the pluckiest loser
went to Pte. A. Culver and the following were also
awarded good losers' medals :—Ptes. J. Causer, J.
Wilson, N. Stiff, PI. Pitkin, T. Lawson, J. Mason and
G. Wyatt.
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Sergeants' Mess.
Games in connection with the second round of tlie
George Porter Billiard Handicap Cup Competition are
now in progress, and some very keen contests are being
witnessed.
Hearty congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Hancock
on the birth of a son, John David Robert, at Sliorn
cliffe on 25th January. Sgt. Hancock leaves us during
February 011 reposting to the 2nd Battalion and we
wish him, Mrs. Hancock and young John good luck
and good health in the future.
C.S.M. Jones proceeded to Hounslow on 1st
February to attend a vocational training course prior
to his entering " Pension Street " later 011 in the year.
He will, however, be visiting Canterbury very
frequently as Mrs. Jones and family are still remaining
in quarters here for the time being.
The November aud December (1926) Spoon Shoot
took place ou 2nd February with the following results :
Winner of Silver Spoon
SGT.COOK ROWE
Runnerup
R.S.M. POTTER
Winner of Wooden Spoons for November aud
December
SGT. (O.R.S.) SHORTER
Although we were somewhat behindhand in getting
the above competition actually fired off (weather, 'flu
and work being the chief causes of delay), we sealed
the fate of the January and February (1927) Spoon
Shoots 011 8th February, when C.Q.M.S. Coaster did
exceedingly well by obtaining a total score of 58 out of
a possible 60, thus winning the Silver Spoon for
January, whilst L/Sgt. Harvey was runnerup, and
Sgt. Martin won the Wooden Spoon. I11 February's
Shoot, Sgt. Larkin took the Silver Spoon, with Sgt.
McNier as runnerup, whilst the Wooden Spoon went
to Sgt. Shorter.
Sgt. Crowne attended a Fire Fighting Course at
Aldershot during February, being attached to the 2nd
Battalion East York Regiment for the period there.
The members of the Sergeants' Mess were " At
Home " to the Corporals 011 7th February, when we
spent a very enjoyable evening beating each other in
a series of games.
We welcome C.S.M. Howard, M.M., and Sgt. Adams,
who arrived 011 lltli February from the 2nd Battalion
for a tour of duty here in relief of C.S.M. Jones and
Sgt. Hancock respectively.
We tender our very deepest sympathy to Mrs. Joy
and family, and their relatives, on the sad death of
Sgt.Cook Joy at Aldershot on 8th February.
Corporals' Mess.
Owing to the Influenza, a number of Whist Drives were postponed.
Our next takes place ou Monday, 14th February, and a report will
appear in next month's notes. We were most hospitably entertained
by tlie W.O.'s and Sergeants ou Monday, February 7th, and spent
a most enjoyable evening. We welcome L/Cpl. Wilcox, who has
joined us from Aldershot.
The gramaphonc is being pensioned off and either a new
gramaphone or wireless set will take its place. The Cork Club is
going on with renewed vigour, and seems to take toll daily. " Yes,
we have 110 cork " suggests itself to the writer as a worthy successor
to the other classic.
We shall soon be prophesying about the Lincoln and National.
The safest method is to wait until both events have taken place and
say " I told you so."
Congratulations to Barnes, Venes, Ran, Fuggle, Cowley, Hobson,
Cain aud Athen on their appointment to Recruii LanceCorporals.
Cpl. Peett left us 011 3rd February to join the 2nd Battalion
at Aldershot aud wc wish him the best of luck.
We hope to have better weatiier shortly in place of the dense fog
through which we grope our wav 011 the daily round.
L.CC.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Whether a late member of our Mess, after a certain Guard
Mounting at Aldershot, had to indent for a new tunic allowing for
increased expansion of chest ?
Whether the member, who in a moment of forget fulness, drank
his own and another's drink, is a temporary or acting FrothBlower ?

Trained Men's Notes.
The Trained Men have started their Whist Drives once more and
owing to the fact that the 'flu has been hanging around there has not
been very large attendances at them ; still, we hope for more next
time.
The Depot Footer Eleven have had a good month of footer and
now we should be well up iu the League.
A concert was given last Monday in the Prince of Wales' Institute
and the Trained Men served the recruits witli " wads" and coffee aud
they did not forget the band, either.
There has not been too much 011 this month, but we were
given a treat by seeing some of the " old 'uns " again when the Section
"A" Men were called up to go to " Chinkyland." (Going to give them
some Marcel waves grape !)

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is the Drummer who wants to know when the fares
to Faversham will drop ?
Who was the Drummer who got "indignant" when checked for
a hair cut ?
What was tlie nationality of the Trained Man who offered to pay
fourpencc for quarter of an hour's billiards ?
Who is the ration tin chief ?
What made " Jocker" go sick, and was it the result of shaving loo
much ?
YANK.

The 4th Battalion.
,

rpHERE is very little to
L
report for the month of
February.
Companies
and
detachments have been devoting
their energies to recruiting. We
still want some fifty more to be
sure of being up to strength for
Camp. The " Mons " film
has
been shown at several places iu
the battalion area, and 011 each
occasion, advantage was taken
of its presentation to advertise
our wants by means of slides,
etc. The local newspapers, too,
have called attention to our
needs, while recruiting com
mittees in various places are busy.
All this is splendid and we only
{(afenAid ier~ ITd/
hope that the hints at economy,
at the expense of the Territorials,
which appeared in The Times of the 14th inst., will be
dropped. More especially do we hope so in view of
the disappointment experienced at the difficulty of
suitably accommodating the Littlebourne Detachment.
Their Hall was to have been rebuilt, but there are
obstacles now in the way and we can only hope that
the economy movement will not render them insur
mountable.
There are one or two events of interest scheduled
to take place iii the near future. Firstly we are sending
a full team of boxers to compete in the divisional finals
at Wellington Barracks 011 the 19tli inst. We wish
them every good fortune. This is the first time that
the battalion has been so well represented for many
years. ^ The team is in the energetic hands of Lieut.
John Sherwood, who has left 110 stone unturned to
guarantee both their fitness aud their keenness.
We hope to have our next tactical exercise at
Ramsgate next month. Preparations are well 011 the
way aud Capt. Witts is making arrangements for food
and accommodation for, we hope, a record attendance.
Full particulars are being issued to those concerned.

THE DRAGON
" D " Company, 4th Bn. The Buffs' Boxing Team which represented Kent
Territorials at the 44th (Home Counties) Divisional Finals at
Wellington Barracks, London, on Saturday, 19th February, 1927.

Left to Right:—
Back Row:—Sgt. Drummer Tripp, Pte. A. Elgar (Catchweight), Pte. G. W. Clark (Light Heavy
weight), Mr. G. Pascall. Mr. T. Dent (exR.S.M. A.P.P. Staff).
Sitting:—C.S.M. Couchman, L/Cpl. W. Pascall (Lightweight), Lieut. J. Sherwood, (Officer i/c
Boxing), Pte. S. Penn (Middleweight), Sgt. A. Philpott (instr. Folkestone).
Front Row:—Pte. Finn,
Dmr. W. T. Marsh,
Dmr. F. Pascall,
(Flyweight),
(Featherweight),
(Bantamweight).
There is considerable activity in the matter of
courses and attachments just now. Some twenty
N.C.O.'s are, in all, to attend courses at the Depot,
nine or ten a transport course at Woolwich, while
signallers and machine gunners are also to attend local
courses at Dover and Folkestone.
During December our Sittingbourne Detachment
had the honour of rendering military honours at the
funeral of one Henry Tippett, who died at the age of
94. Tippett was an old Crimean and Mutiny veteran
of the 38tli Foot. Lieut.General Sir Charles Tucker,
G.C.B., G.C.V.O., Colonel of the South Staffordshire
Regiment, has written a very kind letter to Major
Dean, thanking all concerned.
Machine Gun Platoon.
The Annual Dinner so generously given by Captain G. D. Bacon,
M.C., was held at the Dovorian Restaurant on'the '29th January.
The Gunners turned up in full force, together with some members
of "D" Company and a few of the " Old Brigade " who had accepted
Capt. Bacon's kind invitation to be present. A capital dinner was
provided by Messrs. Igglesden and Graves. The fare, consisting of
Roast Beef, Baked Potatoes, Brussel Sprouts, Peas, Yorkshire Pudding
and Christinas Pudding, together with Beer and Minerals, ad lib. It
was a good old English Dinner and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Speechmaking was limited, as every member present had to do some
thing, sing, recite or pay a round. Noone paid, so there were no dull
moments.

A

The Loyal Toasts were proposed by Capt. Bacon and received witli
great enthusiasm.
Sgt. Doe proposed the health of their officer (Capt.
Bacon) and success to the Platoon. He said how much they apprccia
ated having such a leader and gentleman, one who took the greatest^
interest iu his platoon not only on parade, but off parade. Their
efficiency as gunners was due to the enthusiasm that lie had produced
in them all. They never intended to let him down and hoped that
they would always do their best for the platoon.
The toast was received with musical honours and much cheering.
Capt. Bacon, in a short reply, thanked tliem for their loyal co
operation in producing such a fine platoon. He felt that they could
do even better. First they must recruit tlie platoon up to full strength ;
that was the job of all present and lie hoped they would rope in suitable
men. They were all disappointed because there was no Camp last year.
This year they were looking forward to the fortnight's training at
Colchester and he trusted they would turn out to a man and make the
training a great success. He suggested tliat the M.G. platoon should
have a " March Past" of tlieir own, and proposed that " The Froth
Blowers Antliem " was very appropriate.
" The more we are together, together, together," etc.
Sgt.Dr. Tripp was observed making notes so no doubt wc shall
hear this " March Past" 011 many a tented field.
The toast of the Visitors was proposed by Sgt. Boorman and replied
to by ExC.S.M. Barron, who thanked them for allowing them to be
present with such good company.
Cpl. Bunny Martin was called upon for a song; he said he was
too full of words to sing, but lie wanted to say a few words. His
ambition was that the 4tli Buffs Machine Gun Platoon should be tlie
best, not only in the Brigade, but iu the Division. He reminded them
of what the "inspection Officer had told them at Seaford, after he had
seen them go into action. " Buffs, I've seen enough, pack up and go
home. I'm satisfied." That was something to be proud of aud it
was up to us, oue and all, to maintain such a good record. (Loud
cheers).
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The remainder of the evening was spent in singing and amusements.
Mention must be made of the only lady present Miss Sutton, who
charmed the Company with her splendid singing. Also Messrs. Cock,
Etlieridge, Tripp and many others, not forgetting the pianist, Mr.
Goldup, who had a very strenuous time. A splendid evening termi
nated just as the clock struck midnight.
(S. B. BARRON).

" A " Company.
RAMSGATE DETACHMENT.

As Ramsgate Platoon lias 110 local subaltern Officer it is regretted
that Platoon Sergeant Jennings and BandSergeant Eastwood are not
able to take a more managing interest in it. Thanks, however, to the
Junior NonCommissioned Officers, the Platoon is very active. Thanks
are due to I.aneeCorppral Hammoii for the glassfronted case he lias
made for the Wireless Set which is now working twice a week under
the charge of Private Barker. Mr. Mitchell, Manager of The County
Wireless Stores, Deal, an ExFourtli Buff, has kindly overhauled the
set 
Thanks are also due to Corporal Hammoii for the gift of three ivory
billiard balls.
Major L. B. Grant, who was in Command of "A" Company, 1/4UJ
Buff's shortly after the outbreak of War and popularly known by all
ranks as " The Brigand," lias very kindly presented Captain \\ itts
with a silver cup for Miniature Range Competition between a Team
of eight of the old members of his Company and a similar number of
tlie serving members of the Ramsgate Detachment, for which past and
present Buffs tender him their best thanks.
The Saturday night dances, which are being run by LanceSergt.
Dixon and Cpl. F. Asliby during the absence of Sgt. Buxton at Enfield,
continue to be very popular.
All ranks are looking forward to the Tactical Exercise to be held at
Ramsgate ou the 19th and 20tli of March. Mr. Castle, late Drummer
of the First Battalion, is often in our Drill Hall and is of great assistance
to our Bugle Band.

SANDWICH PLATOON.
During the absence of Lieut. James, who is somewhere 011 the roof
of Europe, LanceSergeant Elvery, assisted by LanceCorporals Hide
and Rowley, is ably carrying 011. Monday is devoted to Musketry and
Miniature Range Shooting for silver spoon, and Wednesdays to Platoon
Drill. The Billiard Table, kindly presented by Lieut. James, is the
cause of many quarrels as to who shall play first, but is a very great
attraction to all concerned.

THINGS SANDWICH WANT TO KNOW.
When LanceCorporals Burch and May arc going to do their job as
SectionCommanders ?

HBRNE BAY DETACHMENT.
This Detachment have been doing some excellent Miniature Range
Shooting, but are very weak in numbers. Out of a male population
of 4,576, only seventeen can be found to join the Territorial Army,
thus making Heme Bay the smallest Detachment in Kent.

MARGATE DETACHMENT .
At the time of writing wc are all looking forward to the Tactical
Exercise to be held at Ramsgate, 011 March 19th and 20th. Every
effort is being made to make this event a success.
The Footballl Team arc now at the top of the League, and it is the
ambition of all to strive to carry off tlie Cup this year.
ENTERTAINMENT.—Under the management of Mr. Harry Williams,
a novel entertainment was given at the Drill Hall. The entertainment
consisted of a concert, dance, and interclub billiards and snooker
matches between some of the best players in Thanet. Some 200 people
were present. Starting at eight p.m., dancing was indulged in until
ten p.m., in the dance hall, while in the billiardroom, the billiards and
snooker matches were played. The Barrington Trio was in attendance
for the dance and concert, which were ably managed by Mr. Griffiths,
while Mr. Harry Williams presided over the billiards and snooker
matches. Mr. Harry Williams and members of the Margate Detach
ment, 4tli Buffs, wish to thank all the artistes and players who so
kindly offered their services to make the evening such a huge success.
MArgate Platoon are playing excellent football and are busy enter
taining Working Men's Clubs at Canteen and Billiard Tactics, but are
not doing enough Musketry and when the Skipper offered to pay
twopence for every bull made 0:1 the twenty yard Miniature Range
if they paid him a penny for every Outer they made, they would not
take him on. He then offered and paid a penny for every bull they
made and after three hours on the Range was only minus a shilling.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What Sgt. Woodland did with the penny he won from the Skipper ?

" B " Company.
SITTING BOURNE DETACHMENT .
Our Detachments at Sittingbourne and Wliitstable are now devot
ing their training to Musketry and Lewis Gun work ready for our
annual musketry course. Our aim is to beat our last year's averages.
It will be good news to all concerned to know that we are having new
target frames put in at Conyer Range. It is hoped tliat all ranks will
show their keenness in this year's musketry course as they did last
year.

Lance Sergt. A. W. E. Elvery,
Winner of The Collins Shield, for most efficient member of
Sandwich Platoon.
We are now looking forward to our annual camp which is being held
at Colchester. No man's training is complete unless he attends. When
the Battalion meets at annual camp it reminds one of a family gather
ing and it is very pleasing to notice the good spirit that exists among
all ranks.
Sittingbourne Detachment held their Monthly Spoon Shoot on
Tuesday, the 25th January and we all congratulate Sgt. R. J. Clancy
011 being the winner of the silver spoon, with a score of 31.
Pte.
Ravensdale was the winner of the wooden spoon, with a score of four ;
still never mind, Rave, keep smiling and you will be rewarded iu the
end ! It must be mentioned that this monthly spoon shoot is open
to every N.C.O. and Man of our Detachment; it would be more pleas
ing if a few more would turn up to lire.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is the member of our Detachment who likes to throw the disc
for chocolate and if lie is lucky enough to win does lie share it, or docs
he put it in his little nose bag and take it 011 the Slow, Easy
and Comfortable railway as our late window cleaner ?

WIIITSTABLE DETACHMENT.
Wliitstable Detachment is holding its annual smoking concert 011
March the 2nd. It is always our ambition to beat previous years'
records aud so this year a step further up the ladder lias been made iu
the way of obtaining prizes from the local tradesmen, etc. I am
pleased to report that up to the present everything is going very favour
ably. No stone will be left unturned to make a great success of it.
We do not ask for much in return for our work, only that each member
of the Detachment should bring in a good snuirt recruit to join our
happy band. As you all know our object is to keep our Battalion up
lo strength ; therefore every man is asked to do his little bit.
Major D. J . Dean, V.C. and Lieut. A. J. Turner have kindly arranged
for us to hold monthly miniature range competitions. A silver spoon
is to be given to the individual obtaining the highest score, and
a wooden spoon is being made for tlie lowest scorer. These com
petitions will be run on the same lines asat Sittingbourneand it is hoped
that every N.C.O. and Man will take great interest and keenness in
these monthly shoots.
There have been two very interesting miniature range competitions
held 011 our miniature range during the last month. The first one
was a team of tlie Wliitstable Police headed by Inspector Rivers and
after much excitement the Police proved to be the winners. The
scores were as follows :—
... 42
40 Lieut. A. J. Turner ...
Inspector Rivers
... 45
37 Sgt.Instr. II. Freeman
Sgt. Quested ...
Pte.
G.
N.
Rigden
40
42
P.C. White
...
25
36 Pte. S. N. Rigden
P.C. Chapman
Pte.
Fuelling
17
30
P.C. Aldridge
12
13 Pte. R. BiUs
P.C. Rayner ...
Total ... 181

Total ... 198
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The second shoot was a team of tlie British Legion, headed
Woodman, the Buffs team having proved to be the winners by
of 11. The scores are as follows :—
Mr. J. H. Woodman
... 39 Lieut. A. J. Turner ...
Mr. W, J. Harris
35 Sgt.Instr. H. G. Freeman
Mr. J. Wood ...
5 L/Sgt. A. Croucher
Mr. F. Rigden
24 L/Cpl. F. Bills
Mr. W. Holness
...
... 36 Pte. G. Rigden
Mr. H. J. Marsh
33 Pte. S. Rigden
Mr. W. G. Black
38 Pte. F. Ackling
Mr. S. Collins
39 Pte. R. Bills
Total ... 249

Blinder and Dusty.

by Mr.
a score
...
...

40
44
27
43
23
32
37
14

Total ... 260

THE BUSY BEE.
" C " (Weald) Company.
Influenza lias played a disastrous part in the activities of the
Company during the last few weeks, but those who have escaped the
germ have put in some useful work.
On January 26th, the first Company Parade of the year was held at
Cranbrook.
The opportunity was taken of giving the outstation detachments
some firing
oil the Miniature Range. The Commanding Officer
attended the parade and inspected the Company.
On February 3rd, Captain Hardcastle, Lt. Hewitt, and a party
from No. 9 Platoon paraded at tlie Cranbrook Cinema to see the
" Mons " Film.
A slide was shown at the end of each performance of the Film asking
for recruits for this Company.
Sergeants Beale, Fuller and Vousden and LanceCorporal Brooks
have recently returned from a Weapon Training Course at the Depot
where they seem to have had an interesting and most instructive time.
We look forward to seeing the results of their instruction being
reflected by tlie rest of the Company.
On St. Patrick's Day (March 17tli), a Grand Military Carnival
Dance (with Novelties), is being held at the Cranbrook Drill Hall.
A first class Band has been engaged to play. It is hoped that this
and the title between them (not forgetting the Novelties), will attract
a record crowd.
A.E.L.H.
HORSMONDEN AND BRENCHLEY DETACHMENT.
The first annual prizegiving of the Horsmondeu and Breneliley
Detachment 4tli Battalion The Buffs, was held on Monday, at Hors
mondeu. Lieut. J. Moss presided and was supported by Captain
A. E Llovd Hardcastle, the Commanding Officer of the "C" (Weald)
Company," Mr. T. D. Harris, C.C. and others. Refreshments were
provided by Mr. Harris and the Officers. Mr. Moss stated that the
prize distribution bad been made possible by the generous gifts in
money and kind by local residents. Reference was made to Mr. George
Barton's accident. Mr. Barton had been the strongest supporter of
the Territorials in the district and had promised to arrange the musical
programme for the evening. His genial presence was much missed.
The chairman was asked to convey the sympathy of the members to
Mr. Barton and their hope for his speedy recovery. A hearty welcome
was extended to Captain Hardcastle as their new Commanding Officer,
who, before presenting the prizes, stated that they now wanted 35 men
to bring the Battalion up to strength, and he wanted "C" Company
to find some of this number. The programme was contributed to by
members of the detachment and by Mr. T. D. Harris, Mr. D. Man
waring and Mr. F. II. Bryan. Mr. T. D. Harris generously offered to
present a Cup to tlie value of five guineas for competition by members
of the detachment on lines suggested by Captain Hardcastle. Captain
Hardcastle expressed the thanks of the company for the exceeding
generous offer of Mr. Harris. It would be a great encouragement
and he was sure it would be an incentive to all members of the detach
ment.
Captain Hardcastle explained that he wanted each detachment to
have some Cup or other trophy for annual competition. Marks would
be awarded for attendance at drills, smartness on parade, etc.; also
probably for musketry aud work at Camp. The member having the
highest aggregate of marks at the end of the year would hold the" Cup
for a year.

" D " Company.
Parades are now in full swing and a great improvement hi the
attendance thereat is noticeable. The Company is also practising on
the Miniature Range for the Brigade Miniature Rifle Competition.
Owing to our Silver Spoon Shoots during this Winter, a most marked
improvement is apparent and we hope to be able to form an excellent
team. The last two Silver Spoons have been won by C.S.M. Couchman
and Pte. H. Bliss, who both scored " possibles."
Captain B. HainmondDavies, M.C., our Adjutant, paid us a visit
on Monday evening, 7tli inst., and witnessed quite a good muster on
parade and also our Boxing Team in training under exR.S.M. Dent,
A.P.T.S.
For the first time since the War, our Boxing Team has been given
a "walkover" in every weight in the Kent Group Eliminating
Contests for the Territorial Army Boxing Championships and
consequently will represent the Territorials of Kent at the 44th (II.C.)
Divisional Contests at the Guards' Gymnasium, Wellington Barracks,
Loudon, on Saturday, 19th inst. Wc wish them the very best of luck.

SOMEWHERE NEAR MONCHEY.
" IT THAT are yer doing mucking about wiv that
blinking pump 'andle ?" exclaimed Blinder.
" Well, aint I atrying to fill me water bottle"
replied Snowball.
" Yer won't fill the perishing thing unless yer takes
the cork awt. Don't yer know every time that old
'andle squeaks Jerry shoves over 'is blooming potato
mashers. That old pump 'as killed and wounded all
the blest blokes we've 'ad awt 'ere."
" Yus, I knows, Blinder. Only got to look at you
to see as 'ow true it is !"
" Now then—don't be saucy " answered Blinder,
" or I'll fill yer
"
CRASH ! CRASH ! CRASH ! rent the air as potato
mashers with greetings came flying over.
" Blimey !" shouted Blinder, as the smoke cleared
away. " Poor old Snowball's stopped it. What's
up Snowy ? Didn't I tell yer to get away from the
blinking old pump ?"
" Yus, I knows, Blinder. All the best blokes get
knocked awt round this pump. Any'ow, I'm orf to
Blighty. Clierio, Blinder mate ; cherio ; I'll soon
be back again !"
The cubby hutch of our two pals was nothing
different to the usual type of shelter ; just a few built
up sandbags with a piece of rusty tin across the top
and the whole firmly embedded into one or two feet of
slosh. Inside sat Blinder and "Dusty with knees up
and the high mud mark on a level with the top of the
hips, arguing the point as to whether such a habitation
if moved to Golder's Green and set midst the garden
city, would be termed a selfcontained fiat or a part
house.
" Neiver " Dusty would remark. " Its more like
an 'ouse boat at low tide on the Thames. You know
—when its stuck in the mud."
As night wore on—one of those uncanny sort of
nights when the very stillness makes one think that
" Jerry " has something up his sleeve—footsteps were
heard plodding through the mud, and in the darkness
of the night a voice was heard shouting—
" 'Ose in 'ere mate—are yer the blooming guards ?"
" Eh ?" answered Blinder.
" Why—the Guards. I've been walking about all
the perishing night with this sack of rations. B
fine job, I can tell yer. Nearly walked into Fritz
once."
" Gawd luinmie !" answered Blinder.
" What
company do yer want ?"
" I'm looking for Major Lord Will Gettum's
platoon ; they're about 'ere somewhere aud I 'as
a bottle of whiskey for 'im."
" Shove 'em all down 'ere " quickly chipped in
Dusty. " We'll see Lord Will Gettuni will gettum
alright. Fancy walking about all the blinking night
and didn't know we was 'ere. I say mate, we're 'aving
a blooming raid in five minutes and this old trench
aint 'alf agoing to be a butcher's shop."
" Goodnight " quickly spoke the ration carrier, as
lie departed] wondering how far distant he could get
in five minutes, at the same time depositing the sack
and bottle of whiskey on the ground.
" Are we the blinking Guards ?" spoke Blinder to
liis pal. " No ! we aint—we're the Buffs : go and
and ask the orficer for a corkscrew, and if 'e wants to
know anyfing, say its to get the cork awt of a water
bottle. No—'ang on—we'll knock 'is neck orf in case
'e smells a rat."
" Smells the blooming whiskey !" answered Dusty.
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The war had been in progress nearly two years, and
those who soldiered on the waterlogged plains of
Flanders will never forget their experiences. Those
days, when British shells were as scarce as flies in
winter and German shells as numerous as flies in
summer—those days when all was staked 011 tlie bomb
aud the rifle simply looked on as if to say " You can
never do my job and you'll want me yet." When raids
were of daily occurrence ; when opposing forces were
only a few feet distant; when German and Briton in
many cases occupied parts of the same trench. In
addition there was the filthy mudcovered terrain of
shell holes, each waiting eagerly to engulf the unlucky
British soldier who should, unknowingly, step into
one. " For God's sake, I ask you to get me out " was
a pitiful cry often heard from some poor fellow sinking
lower and lower into the abyss of mud. Sometimes
the task was not too difficult, hut at other times—I'll
leave you to imagine. Yet, in spite of all they went
through, the troops were at all times happy—and
funny.
" I'd sooner be drowned in a shell 'ole of beer than
in a shell 'ole of mud " Blinder would say.
" What ?" Dusty would answer. " Why, I'd drink
the blooming shell 'ole stone dry—save meself—then
look for another blinking shell 'ole."
On another occasion Blinder and Dusty were
attracted by the usual cries of a man in difficulty.
'* Come in and save me " the man pleaded.
" Well mate, don't he down 'earted " said Dusty.
" Its no good two more of us a pegging awt besides
yerself—is it ?"
" I'll soon be down 'eaded if yer don't " came the
response from the unfortunate one. Anyhow, our two
pals did get him out aud pulled his leg for many
months afterwards.
Blinder and Dusty being good shots, the Com
manding Officer—himself a musketry expert—sent
them to the top of a coal mine chimney to do a bit of
sniping and observation. After firing" a few rounds,
Jerry sent over a coal box which crashed through the
bottom of the chimney shaft, leaving our two pals
swaying about in mid air. The Colonel, noticing the
situation, signalled the washout as an intimation for
Blinder and Dusty to try and get back to earth. When
they eventually reached terra firma,
the Colonel
enquired if they had hit anything.
" It aint fair, Sir," answered Dust}'. " We was
potting 'im wiv *303 aud 'e was splashing over 'is 12
inch stuff !"
" I suppose didn't see any movement or anticipate
anything likely to happen ?" queried the Colonel.
" Only that blooming chimney moved a bit " said
Blinder " and I feels certain that if we 'adn't come
down it would 'ave led to the death of me and my
pal."
"You and your gal?" asked the Colonel, with a
twinkle in his eye.
" No Sir, me and my pal."
Going along the trenches one morning just before
daybreak, Blinder and Dusty came across a man—not
a Buff—who had evidently been drinking more than
his appropriate issue of rum. He was lying face down
wards in the mud, snoring, and quite unconscious of
the fact the war had been so long in progress. Of
course, such an isolated case was exceptional and the
only one known to the writer. We must remember
Blinder and Dusty were pals, both in letter and spirit,
and the thought of the victim being found, courts
martialed, shot, or sentenced to a heavy term of penal
servitude was more than they could stand. To make
matters worse, they spotted a retinue of brass hats
bobbing up and down the communication^trench—it
was the General and Staff visiting thcjjine.

" I say, Blinder " spoke Dusty. " Shove 'im on
this 'ere stretcher and cover 'im all over wiv a blanket."
This was quickly done aud our two pals carried the
brute along the trench whilst the General and Staff
squeezed themselves along the side in order to make
room for the corpse to pass.
" Is that man dead ?" enquired the General.
" Yus Sir," answered Blinder." Dead to the
blinking world."
The General raised his hand to his forehead aud
gave the order " Salute the British dead " and the
Staff did likewise.
A little further along the trench was a very deep
old German dugout with a long flight of stairs leading
to the underground rooms. On arrival at the entrance,
Blinder and Dusty had a short consultation, with the
result that the stretcher, victim and blanket were
slung down the stairs and the rumble and noise was
something like a heavy peal of thunder as the whole
made towards the bottom.
" I bet 'e'll fink there's a blinking raid on when 'e
wakes up " said Blinder.
" I reckons 'e won't pinch another bloke's rum
again !" answered Dusty.
J.E.
(To be continued m May).
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the regret of all present, General
Sir Arthur
Paget was, owing to
indisposition, prevented from attending the
Dragon Club Dinner at the Ritz Hotel on the
15th ultimo. Latest reports are, however,
satisfactory, and Sir Arthur hopes to be able
to visit Canterbury during this month.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Dynden Bell has
kindty sent us an account of his experiences
with the Advance Party of the 1st Battalion
at Ranikhet, forty years ago; last month we
published the experiences of the 1st Battalion
carrying out the same move this year ; the
comparison is interesting.
Sir Arthur has also sent us an extract from
a letter he has received from Capt. N. D. Rice
from West Africa; both the above will be
found elsewhere in this number.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge was in
the Chair at the Dragon Club Dinner, when
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman and Dt.Col.
E. B. Burns were the guests.
Colonel J. Kennedy is taking over
temporary Command of the Upper Provinces
District during July, August and September,
and is much looking forward to being once
again in close touch with the Regiment.
Colonel Harold and Mrs. Findlay stayed
with Capt. H. de R. and Mrs. Morgan for the
torchlight tattoo at Aldershot.
We have been promised by the SubEditor
of the 2nd Battalion a full report of the Tattoo
with illustrations for the August number;
we will therefore only say now that it was
a wonderful example of what efficient
organisation can accomplish and from a
spectacular point of view left nothing to be
desired.
Dt.Colonel D. W. Lucas and Capt. H. de R.
Morgan are on the look out for hunters, and
are, we understand, prepared to give up to
one hundred guineas for the right animal.

Lt.Colonel BradleyDyne was playing for
Knole Park on the 18th June against the
Parliamentary Golfing Society.
Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Eaton (writing on 9th
June) had then had very little success, having
only killed one salmon ; fish are scarce owing
to the unusually cold weather in Norway.
We congratulate our old friend, the Rev.
J. D. S. ParryEvans, C.M.G., Honorary
Chaplain to the King, on being awarded the
C.B.E. in the birthday honours.
We are glad to have news of Lt.Colonel and
Mrs. GrovesRaines ; the former is now Rear
Commodore of his Yaclit Club and conse
quently was not able to get over for the
regimental dinner.
We congratulate Major H. W. Booth on
his recent record successes with the salmon
and have great pleasure in reproducing some
photographs showing some of the results
of his skill.
Major F. W. Tomlinson again this year
gave a most enjoyable tea party at Claridges
Hotel on June 15th—Hunt Cup Day. Amongst
those present were :—
MajorGeneral Sir Guy, Lady and the
Misses Bainbridge, Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. and
Miss Hulke, Mrs. Goff, Colonel and Mrs. Power,
Mrs. and Miss Ronald, Colonel and Mrs.
Friend, Miss Tomlinson, Major and Mrs. Guy
Lee, Colonel and Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. Allen, Mrs.
Crookenden, Miss Davidson, Mrs. Hardy,
Captain and Mrs. Maiden, Captain and Mrs.
Keble, Capt. and Mrs. Morgan, Capt. and Mrs.
Webster, Mrs. Hammond Davies, Colonels
Findlay, Gage, Knight and Sparrow ; Majors
Booth, Field, J ackson and Ternan ; Captains
Hamilton, Howe, Thompson, Wood and Mr.
Knight.
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We are very sorry to hear that Major
Tomlinson's cottages (in which he intended
to spend his declining j'ears) at Littlebourne
were completely destroyed by fire on the lltli
J une.
Major C. S. Field's orders to proceed to
India have been cancelled and he is to remain
with the 2nd Battalion.
Major Ternan is staying with Colonel
Hickman and is playing for the Buffs against
the newly formed Canterbury Golf Club on
the 2nd July.
Major and Mrs. Gould have been 011 a visit
to Paris ; they hope to come to England later
on.
We offer our congratulations to Major
F. and Mrs. Whitaker 011 the birth of their
daughter on the 23rd May.
We would remind our readers that the
Memorial Service in Canterbury Cathedral will
this year be held on the morning of August
14th.
The Past and Present Cricket Match will
be on Saturday, August 13th, and arrange
ments are on foot with respect to a Grand
Camp Fire Concert and Firework Display that
evening.
On Sunday 14th, a free luncheon will be
provided in Barracks for all those (other ranks)
attending the Memorial Service, who are mem
bers of the Past and Present Association.
Captain H. C. T. Stronge has not been at
all well lately, and is, we understand,
contemplating the removal of that apparently
useless organ, the appendix. In spite of this
he was present at the Aldershot Tattoo one
night.
Capt. Bobbie Child would be very grateful
to listeners, I mean " readers," of The Dragon,
if they would cast their eyes back a couple of
months and note he is still at the address there
given, and oscillating hard, trying to get in
touch with Buffs, Past and Present, who will
back up the scheme with regard to a
" Dragon " Mascot for cars and motor cycles.
More the merrier and cheaper.
Captain D. A. Wilkins and Mr. P. R. H.
Fox are coming home 011 leave and hope to
arrive about the beginning of this month.
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Mr. and Mrs. Penlington, who have been
at Hythe, have returned to Aldershot.
The Folkestone Race Club is to be
congratulated 011 the success of its first
Summer Meeting—June 21st. and 22nd. The
attendance was very good, as also the racing.
Seldom has a better finish been seen than in
the three year old handicap on the first day,
when " heads " only divided the placed horses.
The following were seen in the members'
enclosure :—
Colonel and Mrs. Friend, Mrs. and Miss
Hulke, Mrs. Crookenden, Mrs. Ronald, Major
Hickman, Major Meakin, Capt. Dampier
Palmer and many others.
We are glad to hear that Mrs. Keble, who
has been ill, is better again.
Lieutenant H. F. G. d' A. Symonds sailed
for West Africa on the 8th ult., in the Elder
Dempster S.S. Apapa.
We congratulate Lieutenant H. Parish
Robertson and Mrs. Robertson on the birth
of a son, on 20th June.
Mr. Humphrey Kent was playing for the
M.C.C. 'against the Royal Engineers.
The following plays are being performed by
the Old Stagers during the Canterbury Cricket
Week: on the Saturday, Tuesday and
Thursday, " The Cat and the Cherub," and
" The Torch Bearers " ; on the Monday and
Wednesday, " The Silver Box."
" The Cat and the Cherub," we understand,
is a thriller; " The Torch Bearers" very
amusing, and " The Silver Box" (by John
Galsworthy) very interesting and rather more
serious.
The O.S. Dinner is on the Sunday night,
31st July.
We regret to announce the death of Mr.
Henry Martin (No. 3171) of 115 Charlotte
Street, Milton Regis, Sittingbourne, who died
at Canterbury Hospital on the 8th J une,
1927, having served 25 years with the
Regiment.
Mr. Bodiam (late 9130, Sergeant) was
down in Canterbury last month; he is at
present at Sittingbourne, 011 leave from Roe
hampton where, we are sorry to learn, he has
been for a terribly long time under treatment
for his leg.
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Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Carpenter.—6279307 Pte. R. Carpenter, a
son, John Arthur, born at Gibraltar on
25/2/27.
MARRIAGES.

Miles—Guppy.—6278666 Cpl. W. Miles to
Ellen Mary Guppy at Upway, Dorset, 011
16/9/26.
Wyles—Gatt.—6279699 L/Cpl. S. Wyles to
Mary Josephine Luclos Gatt at Gibraltar,
on 17/1/27.

The Dragon Club Dinner.
The Dinner this year was held at the Ritz
Hotel (as usual 011 Hunt Cup Day) on June
15th.
It was very much regretted that General
Sir Arthur Paget was not well enough to be
present.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge was in
the Chair. Colonel Sir Theodore Briuckman
and Dt.Colonel E. B. Burns were the guests
of the evening.
The following were also present :—
MajorGenerals Sir A. Dynden Bell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G. and Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B. ;
BrigadierGeneral A. J. Wliitacre Allen, C.B. ;
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. ; Lieut.Colonels
M. Beevor, D.S.O., R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O.,
A. M. B. Gage, L C. E. Knight, L. W. Lucas,
D.S.O., M.C., Power, D.S.O. and H. F.
Sparrow; Majors W. H. Booth, D.S.O.,
O.B.E., R. P. S. Elderton, C. S. Field, O.B.E.,
G. T. D. Hickman, J. V. R. Jackson, Guy Lee,
D.S.O., M.C., A. B. Thomson, M.B.E. and
A. H. TvldenPattenson, D.S.O. ; Captains
E. H. Allen, L P Gauston, M.C., P. Green,
W. B. Griffiths, G. F. Hamilton, M.C., E. B.
Hammond Davies, M.C., G. R. Howe,
H. de R. "Morgan, D.S.O., H. C. Morley,
E. F. D. Strettell, R. M. Watson, R. M.
Webster and C. J. Wood, M.C. ; Lieutenants
J. A. Botley, F. G. Crozier, C. Haggard, W. D.
Knatchbull, C. R. B. Knight, J. C. Nicholson,
F. W. Parry, T. N. Penlington and H. P. P.
Robertson.
A cable conveying good wishes was
received from the 1st Battalion and telegrams
regretting unavoidable absence from Colonel
Sir C. B. Vyvyan and Colonel BradleyDyne.
The Toasts : The King; The King of
Denmark ; General Sir Arthur Paget were
drunk. There were no speeches.
Prior to proposing General Paget's health,
the Chairman said : " General Paget has
asked me to apologize to you all for not being
here tonight, owing to temporary illness,
and bids me give you all his very best wishes."

The Army List, 1761.
THIRD REGIMENT OF FOOT, OR THE BUFFS.

Rank in the
Rank.
Name.
Colonel :
George Howard
Lieut.Colonel :
John Brown
Major :
John Biddulph
Captain :
Thomas McLeroth
Thomas Buubury
George Nicliolason
William Stiell
William Bulkeley
Thomas Dawson
Capt.Lieutenant :
John Acklory
Lieutenant :
Joseph Feuton
Alexander Donaldson
Robert Home
Scipio Carnac
James Bramliam
Robert Tullidelpli
John Hillary
David Honywood
Thomas da Costa
Alexander Paterson
Thomas McManns
J 0I111 J ohnston
Francis Coleman
Tho. Woods Knollis
John Breese
Nathaniel Philips
John Nodes
John Hamilton
Ensign :
Thomas Green
William Fleming
Thomas Craskell

Regiment.

Army.

21 Aug. 1749

L. Gen.
22 Feb. 1760

11 Sept. 1760

24 Aug. 1758

11 Sept. 1760
26 Aug. 1756

28

„

29
„
30
11 Sept. 1760
12

1 Sept. 1756

11 Sept. 1760
31 Mar. 1756
25 Aug.

28

„

29
„
1 Sept.

2
3
25 Sept. 1757

26

29
15
28
25
8
18
11
3
3

Major,
17 Mar. 1759

„

„
Sept. 1758
Feb. 1759
J une
Sept.
Mar. 1760
Sept.
Dec.
Sept. 1761

5 Dec. 1758
27 Feb. 1759

28

27 April 1756

„

26 June 1758
5 Oct. 1757
10 Jan. 1760

Lieut.,
17 Mar. 1759

28 Jan. 1760
Thomas Davies
Edward Taylor
30 June
Edward Gibbs
11 Sept.
Charles McMurdo
10 Dec.
Arthur Robinson
3 Sept. 1761 21 July 1760
Chaplain :
27 Oct. 1759
James Ridley
Adjutant :
QuarterMaster :
Joshua Broadbent
30 Oct. 1760
Surgeon :
27 April 1761
Peter Barnard
Agent : Mr. Calcraft, Cannon Row, Westminster.

The above list is taken from an Army List which is
dated ou the first
page " 10th November, 1761."
This explains the dates in September, 1761. The
Adjutancy is given as vacant. It is copied verbatim
except that I have substituted an s in each case for the
old fashioned f.
R.M.E.
26/5/27.

(We are indebted to Major Elderton for the above.
Editor).
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Ou the 1st August, Marlborough, to the
amazement and consternation of his staff and
troops, made a move as if to attack the French
in position behind their " prodigiously strong "
lines. But on the evening of the 4th August
the army unexpectedly wheeled to the east.
Pressing 011 in their new direction they covered
39 miles in 18 hours and crossed the
inundations near Arleux, so kindly evacuated
for them by the French. Villars had been
completely outwitted, and of the credit for
the success of this manoeuvre not a little is
due to the troops, including the Buffs, who
had carried out a wonderful march, more than
half of which had been done under an August
sun. Siege was laid to Bouchain 011 the 9th
August and in spite of obstacles caused by the
vicinity of a morass and by inundations, all
of which were successfully overcome by the
troops, the place was captured 011 the 14th
September, and the " Ne plus ultra" lines
were definitely penetrated. The lines in this
area were levelled and the regiment went into
winter quarters.
During the winter of 1711 there was
a change of government at home and
Marlborough was recalled ; and when the
Buffs marched out of quarters in the spring of
1712, the army was under the command of
the Duke of Ormonde. Negotiations for
peace, that had been progressing for some
time, were now nearing completion, and
hostilities were suspended in July, 1712. The
Buffs, after a short stay in Ghent, were placed
in garrison at Nieuport.
On the 14th April MajorGeneral Selwyn
retired into private life and Archibald, Earl
of Forfar, became Colonel of the Buffs. The
regiment remained in Flanders throughout
the peace negotiations and did not return to
England until August, 1714, shortly after the
death of Oueen Anne.  They landed in London
on the 23rd August and after being stationed
for a short time in Scotland, were sent to
Ireland.
E.F.H.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The King's Shropshire Light Infantry and
Herefordshire Regimental Journal." "The Queen's
Own Gazette." " On The March." " Aldershot Com
mand Sports News." " The Gunner." " The Green
Howards' Gazette."
" The Leopard." " The Bugle."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette." " The Snapper."
" St. George's Gazette." " The Royal Tank Corps'
Journal." " The China Dragon." "The Chronicle of
the Duke of York's Royal Military School." " The Iron
Duke." "Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
British Legion." " The Hampshire Regimental
Journal." " Journal of The Honourable Artillery Co."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette." " The
Essex Regimental Gazette."' " The Sapper." " Journal
of the Society of Army Historical Research." " Royal
Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."

R e c o r d s o f O t h e r R e g i m e n t s — continued.
Kincaid, who was present at Waterloo with the Rifle
Brigade, said " The Life Guards were young soldiers,
but the only young thing they showed was in every
one who got a roll in the mud (and there were many,
owing to the slipperiness of the ground) going to the
rear according to their Hyde Park custom, as being
unfit to appear on parade. At first I thought that
they had all been woimded, but on finding how the
case stood, I could not help telling them that their,
was the situation to verify the old proverb, ' the uglier
the better soldier.' "
Some time before Waterloo the Life Guards had
been called out to charge a London mob during the
' Burdett Riots ' and had been dubbed ' the Piccadilly
Butchers '—rather an exaggeration, since only one
rioter was killed. For many years afterwards the
following toast was drunk at Mess : "To the Life
Guards, who washed out in blood at Waterloo the
stains of Piccadilly."
George IV., who was very fond of designing
military uniforms, converted the Life Guards and the
Blues into cuirassiers, the new armour being worn for
the first time 011 the occasion of his coronation in 1821.
Tremendous bearskins, larger, more ornamental and
more uncomfortable than those of the Foot Guards,
were also introduced at the same time. These were
discarded later, in favour of the germansilver helmet
with white plumes worn by the Life Guards today.
After Waterloo many years elapsed before the Life
Guards again drew sword against their country's foes.
In 1882 a Composite Regiment of Plouseliold Cavalry
served in the Egyptian Campaign against Arabi Pasha,
making a very gallant charge against the enemies
batteries at Kassassin.
In the Gordon Relief Expedition of 18845 the Life
Guards went up the Nile as a " Heavy Camel Corps."
Another Composite Regiment of Household Cavalry
served in South Africa during the Boer War, and a
similar unit landed in France with the original B.E.Ii>.
in August, 1914, being disbanded a few weeks later
when each squadron joined its own regiment 011 its
arrival at the front, their places in London and at
Windsor being taken by three Reserve Regiments of
Household Cavalry. It may be mentioned that the
King's Guard, which continued to do duty in all the
glory of scarlet and steel right throughout the Great
War, was provided by members of these Reserve Regi
ments—usually men who had been invalided home and
were unfit for further service overseas.
The Life Guards served with credit and distinction
throughout the war on the Western Front. Whatever
job they were ordered to do, they did in a manner
befitting their position as one of the crack regiments
of the British Army. The variety of roles they filled
proves that a thorough grounding in drill and discipline
most certainly does not (as one or two modern writers
affect to believe) diminish either the initiative or the
adaptability of the soldier. For besides their proper
duties as cavalry—both mounted and dismounted—
the Life Guards furnished a Cyclist Company and two
battalions of the Guards Machine Gun Regiment ;
they also served as ordinary " footslogging
pack
carrying infantry in The Household Battalion, and
for several weeks after the Armistice they did Police
duty in France and Belgium, winning fresh praise in
each sphere.
For their services in the Great War the 1st Life
Guards were awarded 23 Battle Honours, the 2nd Life
Guards receiving 2S, the greatest number awarded to
any cavalry regiment.
R. MAURICE^HII.I,.
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E offer our sincere congratulations to
General Sir Arthur Paget on his recent
success with one of his yachts at Cannes.
The report of his success as published in the
Morning Post reads as follows :—
CANNES, MARCH 11TH.—

" Mentone regatta opened yesterday.
English boats were successful in three out
of the four races sailed. General Sir
Arthur Paget's " Siris" was first in the
eight metres, beating the crack Italian
boat " Etra " by over four minutes."
MajorGeneral Sir Henry Pellatt and Miss
Catherine Welland Merrett were married at
St. Catherine's, Ontario, in March. Sir
Henry's many friends in the Buffs, will, we
know, join in sending him and Lady Pellatt
best wishes.
There was a very big crowd to witness the
Calcutta Rugby Cup on March 19th.
To those of our readers interested in the
great game, we would refer them to The
Dragon of January, 1924, pages 26 and 27,
wherein General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, in
a very interesting article, tells of the close
connection of the 1st Battalion, in days gone
by, with the Cup.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy. Bainbridge was
present at the South Berks.' Hunt Point to
Point Races on Wednesday, March 25th,
when the fourth race on the card was a Team
Race, The Buffs v. The Norfolk Regiment.
The Teams were :—THE BUFFS—" Tom,"
Capt. Field ; " Fortune," Capt. Morgan ;
" Brownord,"
Capt.
Stronge ; " Dorton
Colgan," Capt. Davies.
THE NORFOLKS—" Jill," Lt.Col. Scobell;
" Moll," Major Brudenell Bruce; " Donoghue,"
Major Brudenell Bruce; " Saxon," Major
Otter.

Price Sixpence.

Mr. C. R. B. Knight had the leg up on
" Dorton Colgan." " Tom " refused at the
first fence and " Dorton Colgan " at the third.
From now on for half the distance, The
Norfolks were led at a merry pace by Captains
Morgan and Stronge, the former going the
shortest way, until out in the country, when
" Brownord " fell. Capt. Morgan, at this
point, was leading by a distance, which he
maintained till the end, winning in a canter.
The whole of the Norfolk Team completed
the course and we congratulate them on their
victory. The sting of the defeat was
somewhat lessened by Capt. Morgan's success,
especially by those who accepted the good
price of' 7/1 against, laid by the innocent
" bookies."
We congratulate Capt. Morgan on his
success and condole with Capt. Field and Mr.
Knight on the waywardness of their mounts
and also with Capt. Stronge, who displayed
much skill and patience with an animal devoid
of either.
Others present at the meeting included
The Misses Bainbridge, Colonel H. and Mrs.
Findlay, Colonel and Mrs. Power, Colonel and
Mrs. Beevor, Major Guy Lee, Mrs. and Miss
Ronald, Major and Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Morgan,
Mrs. Stronge, Mr. and Mrs. Penlington,
Mr. and Mrs. Haggard, Capt. Morley and all
the Subalterns of the 2nd Battalion.
Brig.General A. E. Ommanney writes from
Taormina (Sicily) that he has been seriously
ill as a result of food poisoning contracted at
Naples ; we much hope that he will have
a speedy recovery.
We hear from Bairritz that Sir Theodore
Brinckman has been elected Captain of The
Golf Club and that he celebrated the occasion
bv winning the Biarritz Town Vase against
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70 competitors with a net score of 69, thereby
reducing his handicap to 14. Biarritz is very
full just now.
We regret to announce the death of Colonel
Stanley Williams on 28th February at the age
of 77. Colonel Williams, who lived at Ivy
House, Chiddingstone, Kent, joined the 1st
V.B. Royal West Kent in 1872. On the out
break of war he at once applied for
employment and on 28th October, 1914, was
gazetted to Command the 2/5th Buffs, but
when he was informed that he would not be
allowed, at his age, t.o proceed overseas, he
asked to be relieved of his command by a
younger officer.
In his young days Colonel Williams had his
Blue at Cambridge for the Dong Jump ; he
was a keen man to hounds and a good shot.
Later he was High Sheriff and was made a
D.L. in 1922.
We are indebted to Mrs. Lucas for the
photograph of General Sir Arthur Paget
produced in this number and also the group
including General Paget, Colonel Lucas and
Major Hickman, which appeared in the March
Dragon. Both photographs were taken by
Mrs. Lucas at Cannes, during their recent
holiday there. Mrs. Lucas, since her return
home, has undergone a serious operation in
London, from which we are glad to hear she
is making a satisfactory recovery.
His old friends of the 7th Battalion will be
interested to hear that Bt.Lieut.Colonel A. L.
Ransome (Dorset Regiment) has gone to
Australia as Instructor in tactics and topo
graphy.
It will be remembered that Colonel
Ransome, then a Captain, won his D.S.O. and
Military Cross whilst with the 7th Battalion
and was in Command when they made their
historic stand at Port Vendeuil in March,
1918.
We very much regret to announce the
death of Major C. C. Cobbe which occurred at
his home at vSt. Mary's Lodge, Trimley,
Suffolk, on March 18th. We are indebted to
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lyndeu Bell for the
notice which appears on page 512.
We are given to understand that Major
W. H. Booth has been doing well recently with
the salmon. The Depot Mess had proof of
this.

We hear that Major Gould's new house at
Ciboure has not recently progressed as fast
as might have been wished, but they hope to
move in in the near future.
Major A. B. Thomson attended the Levee
on 15th March and it is very satisfactory to
hear of at anyrate one field officer who has
had to have his tunic taken in.
We learn from his sister, that Major J. B.
Sharp has recently been married. He is still
living in South Africa.
We are indebted to Major George Chapman
for the very interesting " Records of the
Regiment in Canada" which we publish on
page 516520. These records have been ex
tracted by Major Chapman from the archives in
Ottawa, and it will be realized that many days
of hard work must have been spent by him
in compiling these notes.
The present trying days in Shanghai will
bring back to many, happier times spent in
that part of the world ; Major Tylden
Pattenson is one of these.
We have received, indirectly, an account of
a shooting trip in which he and George D'Aeth
participated in the winter of 1882.
Starting from Shanghai in a house boat of
ten tons, with a crew of five coolies, these two,
in 26 days, obtained the following bag :—
401 pheasants, 5 partridges, 13 quail, 16 wood
cock, 13 snipe, 13 teal, 48 woodpigeon, 3 hares
and 5 deer.
There was a very big crowd at Sandown
Park on March 18th, the first day of the Grand
Military Meeting. The enclosures and paddocks
were so conjested that it was impossible to
meet many friends known to be there.
The following Buffs, Past and Present,
were, however, sighted :—Colonels Findlay,
Lucas, Friend andBeevor ; Majors Tomlinson
and Jackson.
The club must have had quite a financial
success and we venture to suggest that perhaps
next year the executive may be able to revert
to prewar rates and admit sailors and soldiers
and their relatives at 10/ each. (We under
stand the cost of living is falling, pensions and
pay decreasing, odds shortening, to say
nothing of Mr. Churchill's betting tax).
Captain and Mrs. Goff have
Monte Carlo for a few weeks.
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Captain H. H. C. and Mrs. Baird have
returned to their home at Kingston, near
Canterbury.
We regret that their holiday in France was
somewhat spoilt by unkind weather and
influenza.

The P.M.C., Officers' Mess, would be glad to
hear as soon as possible from officers requiring
accommodation in the Depot for the Golf
Meeting commencing 27th instant or for the
Cabaret Ball on the 29th.

The December number of the Journal of
The Nigeria Regiment contains a very full
account of the wedding of Capt. H. P. P.
Robertson, The Buffs, and Miss Dawson,
which took place at Calabar, Southern Nigeria,
on September 11th.

We understand that everything promises
well for the Cabaret Ball which is to be held
in the Cavalry Gymnasium at Canterbury in
aid of the Buffs Benevolent Fund on the 29th
April. The tickets, which are 15/ each, are
limited to 250, and already a good many have
been sold.

The Annual report for 1926 of Lloyds'
Patriotic Fund has recently reached us. This
fund, as can be seen from the Balance Sheet,
has rendered much pecuniary help to both
Navy and Army officers during the period,
the annual grants alone amounting to
/3,344 5s. 6d.
We have received from the Secretary,
N.A.A.F.I., a copy of their Summer Sports'
catalogue. The publication is very well got
up and seems to provide the necessary
requisites for all sports, the quality of which
leaves nothing to be desired and the prices
compare quite favourably with other firms.
Most prices quoted are marked " subject to
discount," but we cannot find any trace of at
what rate.
The headquarter's warehouses, where
personal selections can be made, are at Lower
Kennington Lane, S.E. 11, (rather off the
map, we think). We would suggest to the
executive the advisability of travelling motor
show rooms.
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales has recently
made an exhaustive inspection of the London
organization.
We regret to announce the death of
Captain E. Manninton, J.P., which occurred
at Merden on February 27th.
Captain
Manninton
commanded
the
Benenden Company of the 5th Buffs up to 1912.
Captain N. D. Rice and Mr. D. S. Lister
sail for Nigeria on the 20th instant. We offer
them both our best wishes. Captain G. R.
Howe relieves the former at the Depot and
Mr. E. A. Airey is taking over the boxing of
the 2nd Battalion.
Good news reaches us of Captain N. Vertue
who is now " chasing " sheep in Australia.
We are glad to hear that Captain Bobbie
Child is now making good headway, after his
recent severe attack of bronchial pneumonia.

We congratulate Mr. M. Creswick on being
second in the recent competition of the Press
Golfing Society at Benstead Downs ; he sent
in a return of 81—1.
Mr. C. G. W. Robson (with Mr. O. C.
SmithBingham, 17th Lancers) entered for the
Amateur Rackets Doubles, but were beaten
by the finalists in the second round. He beat
K. O. Hunter by three games to one on the
21st March.
We much regret the delay in the issue of
this number, consequent on the nonarrival
of notes from the 1st Battalion.
Pensioner John Desland, The Buffs, died in
the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, at the age of 74,
on March 24th. He served for 19 years and
had the medal for the South African Campaign,
1879. The funeral took place at Brookwood.
We congratulate " D " Company, 4th Batt.
on their very pleasing success in February at
Dover in the Brigade Boxing Tournament, and
also Lance Corporal W. J. Pascall on winning
the 44th Divisional Lightweight Championship.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
Bromley.—6278771 L/Sgt. A. Bromley, sons,
Edwin Arthur and Percy Richard, born at
Canterbury, 28/2/27.
Employment Wanted.
Mr. W. H. Tozer, well known to many old Buffs,
who now resides at Southampton, is looking for em
ployment.
Mr. Tozer joined the Buffs in 1878 and though not
a young man is still able to put in a good day's work.
His many excellent testimonials, copies of which we
have seen, vouch for his efficiency and ability to fill such
positions as secretary to a servicemen's club, canteen
manager, steward to a golf club, etc., etc.
Mr. Tozer is an excellent accountant.
Further particulars can be obtained from the
Secretary of The Past and Present Association.
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MAJOR C. C. COBBE.

HE news of the death of Major Charles
Clermont Cobbe will cause great sorrow
to the old Brigade of Buffs. The writer can
claim to have known him longer than most
people, for we were at Clifton together from
1879 to 1881. At school he was a tall, thin,
dark fellow who was to the fore in all sports.
He was a great long distance runner and a
magnificent Rugby player, but in everything
he was modest and selfeffacing. The writer
remembers how, on the eve of a great Rugby
match on which the highly prized gift of the
School Colours depended, Cobbe said " I'm
not good enough to play and I will withdraw."
The powers that be, however, decided other
wise and their decision was amply justified.
He joined the Regiment in 1888 in Dum Dum
and at once won the hearts of all by his charm.
It was at Dum Dum that he got the name by
which all his friends now know him. Colonel
Harrison was then in command of the 1st
Battalion, but, with his many admirable
qualities, names were not his strong point.
He described Cobbe on one occasion as " that
long, dark fellow who plays polo so well.
His name is Cole." It was timidly pointed
that " Cole " was not his name, but Colonel
Harrison retorted " I don't care. His name
is Cole." And " Cole " (or more often " dear
old Cole ") he has remained ever since.
The writer was fortunate enough to see
much of " Cole "—for he shared a bungalow
with him and Julian Hasler, both at Dum
Dum and Jullundur. The close friendship
between Cole and Julian Hasler was indeed
remarkable. They seemed to live for one
another and to the writer it appeared that
dear old Cole was never the same after Julian
was killed. This tragedy appeared to be
a knockout blow for his great friend.
Comment has often been made on the fact
that " old Cole has hidden himself away and
no one sees him now." The reason does not
seem far to seek.
But though " he hid himself away " his
keen interest in the old Regiment remained
the same and by his passing we have lost
a most extraordinarily enthusiastic Buff and
one of the most lovable fellows. No one who
knew him can ever forget him.
Dear old Cole possessed a fund of quiet
humour and was the hero of a regimental story
which was very popular with the old Brigade
of Buffs. At the end of the Chitral Relief
Expedition of 1895, the 1st Battn. in common
with everyone else was engaged in roadmaking.
The Brigadier in command of the 3rd Brigade
to which the 1st Battn. belonged, was Sir
William Gatacre—an officer of extraordinary

energy
He never seemed to rest, he visited
every unit in his Brigade every day, and
delighted in asking questions which, in the
circumstances, were extremely difficult to
answer. One day he came on Cole and his
Company who were engage in trying to turn a
mountain track into a carriage road. Sir
William approached Cole and asked him one of
the Generals favourite questions. " What have
you done today " ? Cole, with a twinkle in
his eyes, replied, " what The Buffs always do,
' Good work.' "
The General was heard to remark, " I shan't
ask these Buffs any more questions."
A.L.B.
MR. C.

I.

COLLIER.

19th March.
Dear Sir,
I regret to inform you of the death of my
brother—the late Mr. Charles I. Collier (Ex.
No. 166 Band, 2nd Battalion, The Buffs) who
died at his residence, 46 Harvey Street,
Folkestone, on 4th March, 1927, aged 61 years.
The funeral took place at the Folkestone
Cemetery on Wednesday, 9th March, in the
presence of a large number of friends and
representatives of the Officers and Staff of
H.M. Customs and Excise, and was accorded
military honours. The 4th Battalion The
Buffs kindly furnished the bearers and the
service was conducted by the Rev. C. H.
Griffith.
I should like to add the following brief
record :—
My brother, the first of the Collier family
to enter the Buffs, in 1881, served for over
22 years in the regiment and was discharged
to pension in 1903, whilst serving with
Band, 2nd Battalion, at the Citadel Barracks,
Dover.
On leaving the regiment, he
immediately took up employment at the
Ordnance Store Depot, Dover,' and after being
there for four years, obtained ail appointment
in H.M. Customs and Excise, where he has
been employed for the past nineteen years at
Dover and Folkestone respectively, making
a total of 45 years continuously under
Government.
During the Great War, six of my brother's
sons (born in the regiment) were serving in
the Army, four of whom were in the Buffs,
one in Royal Scots and one in the Lincoln
Regiment. All of these were in the Band
except one.
I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
W. G. COLLIER.
(Ex.No.'s 3S92, S/795. and Army No. 62S0409, Band
1st, 2nd and 4tli Battns. Also O.R.Sgt., Depot
and 4th Buffs, (31 years in the Buffs).

To The Editor, The Dragon.
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No. 15.
OUDENARDE (11TH JULY, 1708) AND DILDE (1708).

The Battle of Oudenarde.
rpHE allied army, and with it Argyle's
JL
regiment, took the held in May, 1707,
and gained contact with the French army
towards the end of that month. Once again,
however, the Dutch deputies vetoed an attack
and for ten weeks both armies remained
inactive. Marlborough was waiting for events
in South France to attract some of the French
force in that direction and at last he heard
that twelve French battalions had been sent
south. He at once prepared to attack, but
the French army contrived to slip away and
the whole of the rest of the year was spent in
marching and manoeuvring without any success
in drawing the French to battle. Throughout
this time the weather was dreadful and the
appalling state of the roads made marching
extremely difficult.
It was about this period that Prince George
of Denmark's regiment was permitted to
display a Dragon on its colours, as a regi
mental badge, as a reward for its gallant
conduct on all occasions. The Dragon, being
one of the supporters to the royal arms in the
time of Queen Elizabeth, also indicated the
origin of the corps in Her Majesty's reign.

When King James had fled from England
in 1688, he had found refuge in France, and
now in 1708 the Jacobite claims to the throne
of England were again revived and the French
planned an invasion of Scotland. Argyle's
regiment and nine other battalions were at
once ordered to England and were embarked
at Ostend on the 22nd March, 1708. The
French expedition, however, encountered a
gale and became separated ; those that
arrived in the Eirth of Forth found the whole
British fleet waiting for them and they were
lucky to escape with the loss of only one ship.
Argyle's regiment was ordered back to
Flanders and rejoined the army in May, 1708.
For this new campaign, Marlborough had
planned for Prince Eugene and his army of
40,000 men to join him in the Netherlands, but
a considerable delay occurred before the Prince
was able to commence his march, and he had
not arrived when the French made the first
move. The command of the French army,
previously held by Marshal Villeroy, had been
given to the Duke of Burgundy, a grandson
of the King of France, and Marshal Vendome
had been attached to him as adviser.

514

THE

By getting into touch with malcontents in
Ghent and Bruges, they received the surrender
of these towns, though the British garrison of
Ghent held out for several days, and then
moved on Oudenarde to besiege it. Marl
borough heard of this move and, cutting down
the baggage to be carried and clearing the
roads of transport, he inarched 30 miles in less
than 36 hours, making an unexpected
appearance in front of the French. Surprised
and discomfited by his sudden move, they
swerved to their right, intending to cross the
River Scheldt at the village of Gavre. In
spite of having just completed such a rapid
march, Marlborough at once sent on an
advanced guard of cavalry, infantry, artillery
and pontoons to Oudenarde, where they were
to seize the crossing and the heights and to
lay bridges over the river. Argyle's regiment
pressed on later with the main body.
On the West bank of the River Scheldt,
near Oudenarde and stretching for four miles
to the north, are some low hills intersected by
several small streams flowing into that river.
Of these hills the more important are the
Boser Couter on the immediate outskirts of
Oudenarde and another which runs to the
north roughly parallel to the river for some
three miles and on which are the villages of
Heurne and Groenewald. Between these two
hills is a valley along which a small stream
flows into the Scheldt at the village of Eyne.
This valley opens into a wider one to the
north, at the bottom of which runs the River
Norken, and both these valleys were at this
time very enclosed with hedges and ditches.
To secure the passage it was necessary to
occupy the Boser Couter near the village of
Bevere and also the villages of Heurne and
Groenewald on the other hill. Cadogan,
commanding the advanced guard, sent on his
cavalry across the river and on crowning the
hills, they saw the French advanced guard
moving slowly forward from Gavre.
The two French commanders were not
getting on very well together and owing to
their quarrels the French had wasted much
valuable time. Cadogan was, therefore, able
to catch the French off their guard, but was
thrust back shortly afterwards. Marshal
Vendome decided that it would be best to
attempt to seize these important hills before
the allied army arrived in force, but the Duke
of Burgundy interposed and gave orders for
the lines to be formed on the heights to the
west of the Norken. Seven Swiss battalions,
however, failed to receive these new orders
and advanced unsupported towards Eyne.
It was now 2 p.m. on the 11th July, 1708;
Cadogan's force was across the river and the
main body was drawing near.
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Cadogan, herefore, attacked the Swiss with
infantry while cavalry worked round their flank ;
Marlborough also arrived in time to bring
some half dozen guns into position, and as
a result, three of the seven Swiss battalions
were taken almost to a man and the others
dispersed.
This disaster spurred Burgundy to attack,
though now it was getting late and, had he
remained in position, the Allies would scarcely
have attacked him at the end of their long
march. At 4 p.m. the French right pushed
forward towards Oudenarde, but for some
reason their left failed to move. Marlborough,
though so weak with fever that he could
scarcely sit his horse, personally directed the
battle and as soon as lie saw the enemy line
advance, ordered Cadogan's infantry forward
to Groenewald with the idea of preventing the
French from getting out of the enclosed valley.
As the main body arrived, he directed the
commanders to their positions. Among the
first came Argyle with the bulk of the British
infantry, including his own regiment, and
later Lottum, with some Hannoverian and
Prussian foot. All these covered the valley
between the two hills and scarcely was
Argyle in position when his line was heavily
attacked by the infantry of the French right.
The struggle was a fierce one and Lottum's
arrival was in the nick of time to prevent
Argyle being outflanked. Right across this
valley there was a general roar of musketry,
interspersed with some handtohand fighting,
which continued throughout the day. The
British horse was sent to the right flank and
Prince Eugene, who had come on in advance
of his own army, took command in this
quarter.
Marlborough realised the value of the Boser
Couter as a line of advance against the French
right and, sending some cavalry on a wide
sweeping movement, himself led the Dutch and
Hannoverian foot forward from Bevere. It
was getting dark. The French pressed in front
and flank failed to notice the move of the
cavalry till they swept down upon them. On
the other flank, also, the Allies commenced
to advance, and the situation of the French
became desperate. In the valley, Argyle's
regiment, with others, drove the enemy from
ditch to ditch and hedge to hedge, and but for
the darkness, most of the French right and
centre would have been taken. As it was,
darkness stopped the battle about 9 p.m., and
the army passed the night under arms on the
battlefield. The prisoners amounted to over
nine thousand and the French casualties were
estimated at above six thousand, while there
were some two thousand deserters. Most of
their wagons and baggage was captured and it
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was thanks to their left wing, which had taken
little part in the battle and now covered their
retreat, that the French reached comparative
safety to the north behind the canal which
runs from Bruges to Ghent. The allied
casualties were about three thousand killed
and wounded, but the British suffered very
little.
The battle of Oudenarde is remarkable in
that it was an encounter battle, for it was most
exceptional in those days to light an action in
which neither sidew as systematically drawn
up in order of battle. Marlborough, though
very ill, shewed extreme skill in the manner
in which he handled the various detachments
as they arrived, and it was only the coining of
night that saved the French from complete
annihilation.
After Oudenarde, the enemy had retreated
northwards and from the position they had
taken up, were able to threaten Marlborough's
communications, while the Duke of Berwick,
with another French army, had also arrived
in the neighbourhood. Marlborough, however,
wished to march at once into France, feeling
certain that King Louis would hurriedly recall
both armies for the defence of France. On
the other hand, Prince Eugene, whose force
had now arrived near Brussels, insisted on the
necessity first
of capturing the fortress of
Lille (Lisle), and Marlborough gave way.
Unfortunately, he had no guns with him of
any use for a siege such as this, and the
French, by holding Ghent and Bruges,
commanded the waterways by which heavy
material was usually moved. Marlborough,
therefore, decided to fetch the artillery from
Holland by road, and in spite of threats from
the Duke of Burgundy in the north and
Berwick in the south, the siege train arrived
safely from Brussels escorted by Eugene's
army. Argyle's regiment formed part of the
covering force to the siege, which commenced
on the 11th August, 1708. On this day, a
British sergeant, Littler, of the 16th F'oot,
now the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire regi
ment, swam the river Marquette and letting
down a drawbridge, enabled the Allies to
secure the passage. For this he was rewarded
with a commission in Prince George of
Denmark's regiment.
The siege continued for four months, during
which time Argyle's regiment took their turn
on outpost duty, assisted in throwing up
entrenchments and provided escorts for
supplies, the grenadier company eventually
being ordered to join the besieging forces.
To divert the besiegers, the French undertook
the siege of Brussels, but the covering force
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moved rapidly in that direction and the
French, as hurriedly, retired. Lille fell on
the 9th December, Marshal Boufflers with
seven thousand survivors marching out with
the honours of war.
Although it was now long after the usual
time of dispersing to winter quarters,
Marlborough decided to finish the year by
seizing Ghent and Bruges. Argyle's regiment
formed part of the force which attacked the
outworks of Ghent on the 24th December and
commenced the siege. A few days later, the
sudden arrival of winter froze the ditches and
allowed the assailants to reach the walls, and
Ghent surrendered on the 2nd January, 1709.
Bruges was at once evacuated by the French
and the army then went into winter quarters.
On the 28th October, 1708, Prince George
of Denmark had died, and shortly afterwards
his regiment, as Cannon, the historian puts
it " were emphatically styled The Buffs."
E.F.H.

The Isle of Lost Ships.
One tropic night, on a troopship bound
None of lis knew quite where,
We were startled out of our sleep by the cry :
Derelict, sir, take care !"
Thrown from our bunks as the boat sheered round.
We crawled to the rails, and there we found,
Sucking our sides as she scraped us by,
The Derelict.
With jagged stumps where the masts had been,
Of bridge and superstructure clean,
Scuppers awash with a slimy mass,
Waterlogged, wallowing—watching her pass—
Derelict !
Since man first took to the sea for his keep,
The sea has claimed its toll,
And how many a fine ship faring forth
Has never reached its goal.
Not all of these ships lie fathoms deep,
For some in the grip of the Gulf Stream creep
Through all the seas of all the earth—
'Ware Derelict !
Faintly aglow with a queer green light,
An awful menace of the night,
Waterlogged, wallowing, ready to rip
The plates from the bows of a sister ship—
Derelict !
That night, 'neath the glow of a binnacle lamp,
This tale was told to me,
Of an island strange that's hid away
In the Sargasso Sea.
There where the Drift Dane's iron clamp
Binds Galleass, Galleon and Glasgow tramp,
There is the port, so the sailors say,
Of Derelicts.
No storm has swept those quiet seas,
There lie the battered hulks at ease—
There on the swelling weedlock dips
The Isle of Dost Ships.
E.C.F.
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Records of The Buffs in Canada.
Subject.
Correspondence relating to a claim made
by Capt. Fowden (Capt. Fowden was
in command of a Detachment at the
Depot at Belem before and after the
Battle of Albuhera) at Belem, Spain,
on 20th Feb., 1813, for payment of
eighteen guineas (price fixed
by Duke
of Wellington) to cover cost of replacing his Company Batn. mule, which had died from
" incessant Marching, Fatigue and want of Forage " during the rapid retreat which the
Army under the Duke of Wellington had been compelled to make from Burgos
and from Madrid in November, 1812.
It is mentioned that Major King, Buffs, had been President of a Court of Inquiry on 3rd
December, 1812, upon the purchase of mules for Capt. Walsh's and Capt. Forrest's
Companies.
Lt.Gen. Sir G. Provost, Notifying names of 5 General Officers
(31
5 July, 1814 Lt.Col. Torrens,
proceeding with force from Bordeaux
Commauding Forces
Horse Guards
For C. in C.
to N. " America, Major. Gen. Power,
in N. America
Commanding Brigade composed of 3rd,
5th, 27th and 58th Regiments.
Notifying Transport Barton as having
Capt. Noah Freer,
(373
25 July. 1814 Capt. T
anchored off Quebec with 12 Officers
Mil. Sec.
Quebec
and 222 Men of 3rd Regiment.
Reduction of advance made to 3rd and
John Hale, Esq.
(1223 28 July, 1814 Noah Freer,
Deputy Pay Master
97th Regiments.
Mil. Sec.
Pt. 2p6 Montreal
Gen.
The Detachment of the 3rd Regiment under
(12034 25 July, 1814 Extracts from Orderly Book :—
the Command of Major King after being transhipped, to proceed to Montreal, leaving their
M78
sick women at Quebec. Should the wind prove contrary after arriving at Planton, the
Detachment will land and march by the Seashore. The QuarterMaster General's
Department will furnish the necessary route and instructions and an intelligent Officer
and 2 Sergeants from the Sedeniary Militia are to be appointed to conduct the Division
on their inarch to William Henry, is to be furnished from the Transport.
The Detachment of the Royal Artillery
29 July, 1814 Extracts from Orderly Book :—
and 3rd Regiment (or Buffs) on Board the Rachela will be disembarked as soon as arrange
Quebec
ments can be made.
Extract of a Despatch " —I have also
(1219 29 July, 1814 Lt.Gen. Sir G. Provost Earl Bathurst
the honour to report to your Lordship
256
the arrival in the St. Lawrence of His Majesty's Ships Warspile and Ajac, having under
their protection MajorGeneral Power's Brigade consisting of 3rd, 5tli, 27th and 58th
Regiments.
(1171
9 Aug., 1814 Extract from General Orders:—
3rd Foot, Major James Ferguson from the
85tli Foot to be Lt.Col. by purchase
339
Montreal
Vice Bunbury, who retires 16tli May—I,t. H. Juxou to be Capt. Vice Gordon, 26tli May—
Ensign Wm. Wright to be Lieut.Vice Juxon, 26th May.
(828
10 Aug., 1814 Brev.Lt.Col.Roberts, H.R.H. Frederick,
Through MajorGen. Power, Major Gen.
Baron Rottenburg and AdjutantGeneral
9
Chambly
Buffs
Duke of York,
re illhealth of QuarterMaster Herring,
C. in C.
Buffs.
(828
11 Aug., 1814 H. M. Boyd,
Enquiry as to exchange rate of Spanish
Noah Freer, Esq.,
Dollar due to the Regiment from 25th
6&7
PayMaster, 3rd
Mil. Sec.
Foot
J une.
(1707
Aug., 1814 Extract from State showing " proposed Distribution of the Forces in the Left Division "—
109
Detail of 3rd Brigade.
Royal Artillery, 207 ; 3rd Foot, 851 ; 27th, 1010.
Royal Artillery Horses, 184 ; 5th Foot, 940 ; 58th, 793.
(1171
8 Sept., 1814 Brev.Lt.Col. H.
Capt. Freer,
Plattsburgli, 8th Sept., 1814
339
Plattsburgli
Roberts,
Mil. Sec.
Commanding Buffs
Sir :—
In consequence of the Death of Captain
and Brevet Lieut.Colonel James Willingtou, of the 1st Battalion 3rd or Buffs under my
Command who was killed in action with the enemy near this place on the 6tli
inst., a Company in the Buffs thereby becomes vacant. May I therefore, beg you will
have the goodness to lay before his Excellency, Lieut.Geueral Sir George Provost, Com
mander of the Forces, for his recommendation, the name of Lieut, and Adjutant John
Gardiner to succeed to the above vacant Company.
Lieut. Gardiner is the senior of his Rank
in the Regiment, has been upwards of nine years a Subaltern in the Buffs. The greater
part of the last seven years on Foreign Service with the 1st Battalion in the Peninsula and
France, with whom he was present at the several engagements against the enemy in which
they were employed, and during the whole period of his services his conduct has given
satisfaction to both the Generals and Commanding Officers of this Regiment under whom
lie served, and I therefore, consider him as deserving of my highest recommendation.
Date and Place.
(828
5 Nov., 1814
La Prairie
7 Dee., 1814
Iva Prairie
11 Dec., 1814
Hd.Qrs.,
Montreal

To
From.
Lt.Col. Stewart,
Capt. Fowden,
Commanding Buffs
Buffs
Capt. Freer,
Lt.Col. Stewart,
Mil. Sec.
Commanding Buffs
Lt.Col. Stewart,
Capt. Freer,
Commanding Buffs
Mil. Sec.

THE

Date and Place.

From.
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To

Subject.

In the event of Lieut. Gardiner's
Promotion taking place, the Adjutancy will thereby become vacant. May I be allowed
to name to his Excellency, the Commander of the Forces, to succeed to that appointment
the name of Ensign Richard Nelson who is also at present serving with this Battalion and
is an Officer (from his long services in this Battalion as a respectable NonCommissioned
Officer and SergeantMajor) qualified in the fullest degree to hold that situation.
I have the Honour to be, Sir,
Your Most Obedient Humble Servant,
H. ROBERTS, Brev.Lt.Col.,
To—
Commanding the Buffs.
Captain Freer,
Military Secretary.
8 Sept., 1814 Brev.Lt.Col. H.
Capt. Freere,
Plattsburgli, 8tli Sept., 1814.
Plattsburgli
Roberts
Mil. Sec.
Commanding Buffs
Sir :—
In consequence of an Ensigncy becoming
vacant in this Regiment by the Death of
Ensign Chapman who was killed in action with the enemy on the 6th iust, near this place,
I beg leave to lay before his Excellency, the Commander of the Forces, for his
recommendation to succeed to the above Ensigncy the name of John Eversfield Manning
Gent, as being a young man whom I believe to be qualified to hold a Commission in His
Majesty's Service, is a half brother of BrevetMajor Thorns, of the Buffs, A/c. Quarter
MasterGeneral to this Army a very deserving and Meritorious Officer.
I have the Honour to be, Sir,
Your Most Obedient Humble Servant,
H. ROBERTS, Brev.Lt.Col.,
1°
Commanding the Buffs.
Captain Freer,
Military .Secretary.
14 Sept., 1814 Brev.Lt.Col. PI.
Capt. Freer,
Camp near Champlaine, 14th Sept., 1814.
Champlaine
Roberts
Mil. See.
Commanding Buffs
Sir :—
By
the
death
of
Lieut.
Robert
Kingsbury, who died in consequence of a wound received from the enemy on the morning
of the 10th inst., a Lieutenancy in the 3rd Foot (or Buffs) thereby becomes vacant, may
I beg you will have the goodness to lay before his Excellency, Lieut. General Sir George
Provost, Commander of the Forces, for his recommendation the name of Ensign William
Pennefather to succeed to the above vacant Lieutenancy.
Ensign Pennefather is the senior of his
Rank in the Regiment, and has been seven years an Ensign in the Buffs, but in
consequence of being taken a Prisoner of war at Talavara de la Reyna in Spain on the 3rd
August, 1809, and detained as such until the month of April, 1814, his juniors have been
repeatedly promoted over him, but I am induced to hope that should his jiromotion now
take place, a date will be affixed to his Commission so as to give him his original Rank in
the Regiment.
I have the Honour to be, Sir,
Your Obedient Humble Servant,
H. ROBERTS, Brev.Lt.Col.,
7 o—
.
Commanding the Buffs.
Captain Freer,
Military Secretary.
G^19
Extract from Return of Killed, Wounded and Missing in Action with the enemy from 6th
281
14th Sept., 1814, inclusive.
Total Killed
3 Officers
4 Drummers
30 Rank and File.
,, Wounded S
,,
7 Sergeants
135
,,
,,
,, Missing 4
2
,,
49
of which were Buffs—
Killed Capt. Brig.Lt.Col. J. Willington (Gen. Staff).
Ensign W. Chapman
Wounded Lieut. R. Kingsbury, 1st Sgt. 34 Rank and File
Lieut. T. West
Lieut. G. Benson
Lieut. T. Home
Missing
2 Rank and File
17 Sept., 1814 Brev.Maj. Clias.
MajorGen. Power
Fowarding claim for ^'8 '3s. made by
Cameron, Buffs
Lieut. West for horse lost on Service.
('219
Lieut.Gen. Sir Geo. Earl Bathurst,
Extract of despatch—"—and MajorGen.
280
Provost _
Colonial Sec.
Power's Brigade consisting of 3rd, 5th,
27th and 5Sth Regiments to force the ford of the Saranac and advance provided with
scaling ladders to escalade the enemy's works upon the heights—scarcely had His
Majesty's troops forced a passage across the Saranac and ascended the heights
"
(this action failed owing to illsuccess of cooperating ships).
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(1887 19 Sept., 1814
112
Hd. Qrs.
Montreal

DRAGON

From.
To
Lt.Gen. Geo. Provost Major Gen. Torrens,
Horse Guards

Subject.
Headquarters, Montreal, Sept. 19th, 1S14.

Sir :—
1 have the honour to report to you for the
information of His Royal Highness the C.inC. that Capt. Brev.Lieut.Col. J. Willington
of the 1st Battalion 3rd Foot of Buffs was killed in action with the enemy at Plattsburg
on the 6th inst.
I beg to leave to recommend Lieut. J.
Gardiner, the senior of his Rank in the Regiment for the Company which lias become
vacant and the Senior Ensign W. Pennefather for the Lieutenancy in succession. For
the Ensigncy 1 submit for His Royal Higliness's favorable consideration the name of
J. L. Carrigan. Mr Carrigan has been some time a volimteei with the 5th Foot and was
serving in the 74th Regiment when particularly engaged in the Battle of Toulouse and is
eligible for a Commission.
In the event of Lieut. Gardiner s
Promotion taking place the Adjutancy of the Regiment becomes vacant and the
Commanding Officer has submitted the name of Ensign Richard Nelson for the
appointment. He is at present with Battalion and from his long services as a respectable
NonCommissioned and Sgt.Major in the Corps is an Officer well qualified to hold that
situation.
Ensign Pennefather lias been seven years
an Ensign in the Buffs, but in consequence of being taken a Prisoner at Talavera in Spain
on 3rd August, 1809, and detained as such until April his Juniors have been repeatedly
promoted over him and it has been requested therefore, that upon his promotion taking
place a date may be afforded to his Commission as will give him his original rank in the
Regiment.
I have the Honour to be, Sir,
Your Most Obedient Humble Servant,
GEORGE PROVOST,

Commander of the Forces.

19 Sept., 1814
Montreal

MajorGen. Torrens,
Horse Guards.
Lt.Gen. Sir Geo.
MajorGen. Torrens,
Provost
Horse Guards

Headquarters. Montreal, .Sept. 19th, 1814.

Sir :—
Letter notifying death in Action at
Plattsburg of Ensign John Chapman of 3rd Foot and recommend William Spiller, a
volunteer with 82nd Regiment to the Ensigncy.
20 Sept. 1S14 Lt.Gen. Sir Geo.
MajorGen. Torrens,
Headquarters, Montreal, Sept. 19th, 1814.
Montreal
Provost
Horse Guards
Sir :—
Letter notifying death from wounds
received in Action at Plattsburg of Lieut. Robert Kingsbury of 1st Battalion, 3rd I'oot,
and recommending Ensign R. Fit/gibbon of the Lieutenancy nr. Willock (a volunteer
with 27th Foot) for the Ensigncy.
(330
4 Oct., 1814 Secy, of War
Lt.Gen. Sir G. Provost List of Quarterly Pay Lists of various
160
Regiments (3rd Buffs included).
(86
7 Oct., 1814 Claim against the Government by a Farmer—Pliny Moore—for damage done by 3rd Buffs
157
and Indian Warriors to fencing and to his store house which had been used as a guard
house.
(828
30 Oct., 1814 Lt.Col. Stewart
Major Gen. Power
Letter to MajorGeneral Rotteuburg for
17
Commanding Buffs
warding application by Capt. Haselfoot
for transfer from Canada to 2nd Battalion at Hastings on account of illhealth. Medical
Certificate from Robert Skeleton (?) Surgeon 3rd Regiment attached.
(828
31 Oct., 1814 Lt.Col. Stewart,
Military Secretary to
Corresponce re Quarter Master Herrings
33
Commanding Buffs
Major.Gen. M. Power
claim for loss of horse and baggage as
follows :—
A.
Claim of QuarterMaster William Herring
of the 1st Battalion of His Majesty's 3rd Regiment of Foot for indemnification of loss
sustained on actual service under the regulation dated War Office, 1st March, 1796.
La Prairie, 2nd Nov., 1814.
I do hereby certify upon my word and
Honour as an Officer and a gentleman that I have lost my horse and threefourths of the
whole of my personal baggage in consequence of the falling of the said horse loaded there
with over the pontoon bridge at the Passage of the Garonne in France on 2nd April, 1814,
by which accident the said property was entirely and irrecoverably lost in that River and
I further Certify that at the time of the loss I was in no respect deviating from the order
of the General Officer Commanding in Chief relative to Baggage.
WILLIAM HERRING,

QuarterMaster, 3rd Foot.

(Certified)
H. ROBERTS, Brev.Lt.Col.,
Commanding the Buffs.

THE

Date and Place.
(166
4 Nov., 1814
172
Quebec
(30
14 Dec., 1814
219
(828
29 Dec., 1814
31
(S28
38

25 Feb., 1815
La Prairie
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From.
To
Subject.
Proceedings of a garrison Court of Inquiry on Complaints by the Master of Transport Albena
against Lieut. Gunning, 13tli Foot, Capt. Murphy, 3rd Buffs, appearing as O.C. Troops
on Transport.
Weekly state of Embodied Detachment showing Buffs as 1 Major, 1 Sergeant, 1 Drummer
and 20 Privates (16 Sick)
Lt.Col. Stewart,
Military Secretary
Forwarded claim by William Boyd, Pay
Commanding Buffs
Master 1st Battalion, 3rd Poot, for
necessaries lost by upsetting of a Boat in
act of embarking for Canada.
Lt.Gen. Sir Geo.
Rt. Hon. Secy, of War Forwarding following letter :
Prevost.
La Prairie Barracks,
16th Feb., 1S15.
Sir :—
Herewith 1 have the honour to transmit
you a return in duplicate of the appointments and accoutrements of the Non
Commissioned Officers, Drummers, Privates of the Buffs lost on the expedition
to Plattsburgli in September las! and which it was then found totally impracticable to
save and carry off from the extreme bad state of the roads and total want of the means
of transport.
I have therefore to request you will be
pleased to submit for the consideration of His Excellency, the Commander of the Forces,
the expediency of submitting the same to a Board of Claims in order that the
compensation which General Leigh, Colonel of the Regiment, is entitled to, to enable him
to defray the expense of replacing the accoutrements and other articles lost may
he regularly ascertained and paid into the hands of the Paymaster of the Corps, to be
remitted by him to the Agents of the Regiment and placed to the Colonel's credit.
I have the Honour to be, Sir,
Your Most Obedient Humble Servant,
WILLIAM STEWART,

(687
192

Captain Freer,
Military Secretary
To—
His Excellency,
The Commander of the Forces
17 Mar., 1815 Frederick, Duke of
Lt.Gen. Sir Gordon
Horse Guards
York, C.inC.
Drummond, K.C.B.

Lieut.Col. Buffs.

Ordering despatch of all troops back to
England including 1st Battalion, 3rd
Foot.
5 May 1815 Lt.Col. Stewart,
(828
Major Foster,
Asking if names of " 110 Sergeants, Rank
La Prairie
Commanding Buffs
51
Mil. Sec.
and File of limited Service men " who
were marched to Quebec for embarkation
may be struck off Regimental Muster
Rolls.
24
May,
1815
Lt.Col.
Stewart,
(828
Major Foster,
Application for grant of 20/ per day Staff
Montreal
Commanding
Buffs
53
Mil. See.
Pay having commanded 3rd Brigade from
27th Feb., 1815, to date.
27 May, 1815 Barrack Master J ackson Cranston's sworn statement that he had submitted an account
(554
La Prairie
115
(J25 10s.) for cleaning Barracks and for hire of three carts to the Commanding Officer
and QuarterMaster 3rd Buffs, which they refused to settle.
7 June, 1815 Dept. Barracks,
Military Sec.
Requesting that 3rd Buffs be compelled to
Quebec
MasterGeneral
settle the above account before leaving
the country.
4 Sept., 1815 Frederick, Duke of York,
(167
Approval of the sentence of a general Court
C.inC.
137
Martial of Pte. Callighan McCarthy of
3rd Buffs that he " be transported as a
Felon for life " and directing that he be
sent to New South Wales.
24 Jan., 1817 Lt.Col. W. Stewart, Maj.Gen. Sir II.
(828
Forwarding
claims of
BrevetLt.Col.
Croix near
Commanding Buffs Torrens.
58
Roberts and Lieut. Blair of the Buffs for
St. Pol France
allowance due to them when in lower
Canada in 1814 and 1815.
3 Jan., 1818
A further endeavour to obtain the allowance
of Lieut. Blair.
24 Aug., 1821 Paymaster, 4th
(194
Col. Darling
Forwarding claims of Ptes. Kitson and
Quebec
Veterans' Battalion
50
Mil. Sec.
Scott late of 4th Veterans' Battalion
and formerly of the Buffs.
8 Nov., 1926 Commander in Chief, Lt.Gen. Earl of Dalhousie, G.C.B., Lieut. Atrobus' application to be
(828
Horse Guards
67
removed to a Regiment in America cannot be granted as his services are required at the
Depot of the 3rd Foot at Chatham. His name is noted for appointment to full pay in
a Regiment stationed in North America.
21 June, 1826 Thos. Towe
(828
Lt.Gen. Earl of
A petitition :—
Coventry
68
Dalhousie
Coventry, June 21st, 1826
Honored Sir :—
It Gives me Payne to trouble your
Honour Biung informed of your Goodness My application to your honour After the fate of
a soldier your honour would give us wat information you could of him wee would ever
Pray.
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(770
43
(32
273
(36
416
(179
214
(37
25
(828
64

16 Oct.,

1855

11 Sept., 1862
Quebec
26 Jan., 1866
22 May, 1868
Ottawa

From.
To
Subject.
Having had a brother Robert Towe, A Private of the 3rd Regiment Foot or Buffs.
the Regiment were at Oucbeck, Nortli America, For the Summer of 1815, and when the
Regiment Came away from America he was left At Ouebeek Discharged by his own
Request and none of his frends or Relations have heard of him Since And being
is own Brother would wish to hear if we Could what was Become of him if living or Dead
if Your Honour could indulge us with information of him we Should Never forget to Pray
four your Honours Goodness.
Your Honours Most Obedient Servant,
Tuos. TOWE.
At—Mr. Kiggs Holy Bush,
Cook Street,
Coventry.
Extract from Gazette dated 25th August, 1843, R. Canadian Rifle Regiment:—
Albemarle Dewar Gent, to be Ensign by purchase vice Waldegrave promoted in 3rd Foot
Commission dated 25th August.
War Office order that various Corps should be increased The Buffs from 850 to 1,000
General Order No. 658 authorising " Sevastopol " as a Battle Honour to the Buffs.
Col. Paynton,
Mil. Sec.,
Re Pte. Richard Smily being a confessed
Comdg. Garrison
Hd.Qrs., Montreal
deserter from 2nd Battalion tlie Buffs.
War Office Letter re Movement of Troops showing 2nd Battalion the Buffs from Barbados
to Home.
Canadian Militia Dept.Lt.Col. Hon. R.
Re Discharge of John Sutherland, 3rd
Monek
Buffs.
Mil. Sec.

The Buffs Golfing Society.

A
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TIIE SPRING MEETING.

T the time of going to press the following had
notified their intention of being present at the
Spring Meeting to be held at Prince's, Sandwich, on
April 27 th and 28th.
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.
Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O., and H. Findlay,
C.B.E.
Lt.Colonel F. BradleyDyne.
Majors F. S. Reeves, G. T*. D. Hickman, Eric Clarke,
Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., F. O. Marchant, M.C.
Captains V. Newton Moss, M.C., A Howard Reed,
J. V. Hitchcock, Dampier Palmer, O.B.E., B.
HammondDavies, M.C., C. E. A. Terry and H. LI. C.
Baird, D.S.O., II. de R. Morgan, D.S.O., and C. E.
Clouting.
Messrs. A. Goodall, H. F. Whitfield, Gilbert Elliot,
B. H. Russell, A. W. Twyinan and W. C. Collins, R.M.
Bourne, and F. G. Crozier.
The Hon. Secretary will be grateful if members who
have not yet returned the post card recently sent them
asking whether or no they are able to be present, will
do so as soon as possible.
MATCHES.

The match v. the Headquarters of the Eastern
Command, kindly arranged by MajorGeneral .Sir A.
Lynden Bell, has now been fixed for May 17th at Royal
Ashdown Forest, and members wishing to take part
are asked to notify the Hon. Secretary.
On March 8th the Society met with a somewhat
severe defeat at the hands of Cauiberley Heath, and
oil March 20th, incurred a similar fate from Folkestone.
A study of the results of the former match will
show that no disgrace is attached to the set back on
that day. Although in almost every game the balance
of handicap was against us, many of the individual
matches were very close.
One match in particular deserves special mention,
namely the win in the foursomes on the last green by
Col. Trevor and Capt. Lamarque after being three
down and five to play—a fine recovery indeed !
As regards the Folkestone match, the Society most
certainly did badly, especially in the foursomes in the
morning, when a thick mist hung over the course,
making the judging of distance extremely difficult.
However, win or lose, the enjoyment of these
matches always remains and, after' all, what else
matters ?

Here are the full results :—
v. CAMBERLEY HEATH, March 8th.
Lost by 12 matches to 3.

The Huffs G.S.
'
Capt. II. B. Vertuc (3 & I) ...
Col. W. H. Trevor
Capt. W. C. Eamarque
...
Capt. P. W. G. Kann (5 & 4)
J. E. King
Eieut.Col. E. B. Burns
...
Capt. H. tie R. Morgan
...

I
0
0
1
0
0
0

Capt. B. E. II. Davies
F. G. Crozier
Capt. E. H. Allen

...

0
0
0

Total ...

2

Camberley Heath.
F. Gonier Waterer
I,t.Col.II.H.M.Harris (2 holes)
C. Armytage Moore (i hole) ...
Major W. II. P. Swaine
Major W.HarrisSt.John (2 & 1)
Capt. D. Blyth (5 & 3)
T,t.Col.H.Otway Smithers (2
holes)
Major J. F. F. Tate (6 & 5) ...
Capt. J. D. D. Stewart (3 & 2)
A. A. Ralli (7 & 6)
Total ... 8

FOURSOMES.
0 Gomer Waterer and Harris {2
Vertue and Kann
& 1)
1
Trevor and Lamarque (1 hole) 1 Armytage Moore and Swaine... 0
Burns and King
...
... 0 Blvth and Otway Smithers (5
& 4)
1
Morgan and Davies ...
... 0 Mounsey and Stewart (2 & 1)
1
Crozier and Allen
0 Ralli and Russell (2 & 1)
... 1
Total ... 1
V. FOLKESTONE,

Total ...

4

March 20th.
Lost by 13 matches to 4.

The Buffs G.S.
'
H. B. Vertue (2 & 1)
I
Col. W. H. Trevor (S & 5) ... 1
R. M. Bourne (all square)
... 0
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (2 & 1)
1
C. J. Watson
0
Capt. J. Turk
0
W. C. Collins
0
Et.Col. F. B. Dyne
0
Capt. H. H. C. Baird (5 & 4)... 1
B. II. Russell
0
Brig.Geu. R. McDouall
... 0
Capt. Dampier Palmer
... 0

Folkestone.
P. R. Bladon
Col. R. Mackie
W. Eyne Smith (all square)
Dr. Priestman
E. A. Estcourt (7 & 6)
A. Atkinson (6 & 4)
P. Greeustreet (3 & 2)
C. II. Plant (4 & 3)
R. F. C. Hillman
II. Spencer Apps ( (7 & S)
Maj. Wrightson (2 up)
F. Lock Whittaker (5 & 3)

Total

...
...
...
...
...
...

... 4
Total ...
FOURSOMES.
... 0 Bladen and Mackie (4 & 2) ...
... 0 Eyne Smith and Priestman (3
& 1)
Watson and Turk
...
... 0 Estcourt and Atkinson (7 & 5)
Collins and Dyne
...
... 0 Plant and Greenstreet (4 & 3)
Russell and Baird
...
... 0 Hillman and Apps (7 & 6) ...
McDouall and Dampier Palmer 0 Whittaker and Wrightson (1 up)
Vertue and Trevor
Bourne and Terry

Total

0

Total

0
0
0
0
I
1
I
I
0
1
1
1
7
I
I
1
I
1
I
(i

MEMBERSHIP.

Additional members, bringing the total up to 131,
are :—Capt. E. Hudson Allen, Mr. H. L. Quartermaine,
and Mr. L. B. Watson.
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Records of

Other

No. XXVII.

The Northamp
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne 011 the Regimental ColourThe Castle and
Key, superscribed " Gibraltar, 177983," and with
the Motto
Montis Insignia Calpe " underneath.
The Sphinx, superscribed " Egypt," " Louisburg,"
" Quebec," " Martinique," 1762," " Havannah,"
"Martinique, 1794," " Maida," " Douro," " Tala
vera,
Albuhera," " Badajoz,
"Salamanca,"
^ Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Ortlies,"
"Toulouse,"
"Peninsula,"
"New
Zealand,"
"Sevastopol," "South Africa, 18789," " Tirah',"
" Moddcr River," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour:—" Mons," " Marne,
1914," " Aisne, 1914, '18." " Ypres, 1914, '17,"
" Neuve Chapelle," "Loos," " Somme, 1916, '18,"
" Arras, 1917, '18," " Epehy," " Gaza."
*
*
*
*
«,
1st Battalion.—Formerly 48th Foot ; raised in 1741.
2nd Battalion.—Formerly 58th Foot ; raised in 1755.
Neither of the two Regular battalions of The
Northamptonshire Regiments had originally any
connection with that County, the 1st Battalion being
raised at Norwich and the 2nd at Plymouth. The two
Battalions first met in Canada in 17o8 and fought side
by side at the memorable sieges of Louisburg (' The
Gibraltar of the New World 'j and Quebec.
The last order ever given by General Wolfe, as he
lay dying 011 the Plains of Abraham, at the taking of
Quebec was for "Webb's Regiment" (48th) to seize
the bridge over the Charles River and thus cut off the
retreat of the French fugitives.
On many subsequent occasions, the 48th and 58th
were closely associated 011 Active Service. The Battle
Honours for " Martinique, 1762 and 1794 " were won
by both Regiments, and so also, were some of the
Peninsular honours.
The Arms of Gibraltar (The Castle and Key) which,
within a Laurel Wreath, form the Cap Badge of the
Regiment, were awarded to the 58th for their share in
the great siege of Gibraltar, when a British garrison
of 5,000 men successfully defended " The Rock "
against the combined Armies of France and Spain
(whose strength some writers have estimated at
' Nearly 100,000 troops, supplied with an immense
train of siege artillery ') and also against the united
Fleets of the same two Powers.
In 1782, when County Titles were first instituted,
the 48th became The Northamptonshire and The 58th
The Rutlandshire.
The Collar Badge of the Regiment is St. George's
Cross (the ancient badge of the'English fighting nian,
ever since the days of Richard CeourdeLeon) within
a crowned circle inscribed " Northamptonshire,"
surrounded by a Laurel Wreath, with a Horse Shoe
below.
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Regiments,

nshire Regiment.
At first
glance the latter seems rather a strange
device for an infantry corps. Taken from the Arms
of Oakham (the County Town of Rutlandshire) this
badge is a relic of the former connection of the 58th
with England's smallest County. The Lord of the
Manor of Oakham has the right to claim a horse shoe
from any Peer of the Realm who passes through the
town for the first time, and there is a large collection
of these tributes kept in the hall of Oakham Castle.
With regard to the nicknames of the Regiment,
some are selfexplanatory. " The Black Cuffs " (58th)
and " The Heroes of Talavera" (48tli). " The
Cobblers " is an allusion to the staple industry
of Northampton. The nickname of " The Steel
Backs'" dates from the Peninsular period—the bad
old days of the " Cat o'ninc tails," when the men of
the 48th boasted of the Spartan endurance with which
they took their punishment. A Private of the 48th,
named Hovenden, when Hogged for a breach of
discipline, fainted at the twentieth lash. When he
came out of hospital his chums refused to have
anything to do with him, as they held that he had
disgraced the Regiment by his inability to stand his
punishment. Hovenden, therefore, made up his mind
to earn another flogging, so that by showing greater
hardihood, he might prove to his comrades that lie
was not a coward. When on parade he stepped out of
the ranks and called the Colonel a fool, for which he
was sentenced to be flogged again. During the night,
before the sentence was inflicted, an attack was made
by the French. In the confusion, Hovenden escaped
from custody, armed himself with a dead man's musket
and took his place in the ranks. Throughout the
fight he showed great gallantry and when it was over
he set off to return to his place of detention. While
so doing, he was struck by a stray bullet, being fatally
wounded, but he made his way back to his cell, where
he was found dead next morning ; the poor fellow had
not reported himself as ' wounded ' lest it should be
thought that he had done so to evade his punishment
Among the Peninsular relics in the officers' mess of
the 2nd Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment, is
a brass side drum, which formerly belonged to their
' opposite numbers,' the 58th French Regiment of
Infantry. This drum was captured at the Battle of
Salamanca by Drummer Kelly.
During the Maori War of 1845/7, Boy Allen of the
58th proved himself a hero. He was with the advance
party of his Regiment, pushing through the thick New
Zealand ' bush ' when it was found that an enemy
force of unknown strength was lying in ambush near
by. Boy Allen raised his bugle to his lips to sound the
' Alarm,' when a blow from a Maori tomahawk almost
severed his right arm from his body.
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Round and About.
SPRING.

There are unmistakable signs of Spring
in London. Crocuses are out in parks
and gardens, and Russian boots are gradually
disappearing. The buds on trees are also in evidence
and the shops are flaunting
Spring " neckwear "
(that pleasant word) and hose. Tonics arc in great
demand at chemists and, judging by Parks and Heaths,
young
men's fancies are much the same as ever.
J
*
*
*
*
THE
After a lapse of many years I took
TOWER OP
tube yesterday to Mark Lane station
LONDON.
to renew the early thrill of the Tower.
Many things about it came back to me
with a rush as I walked down Tower Hill towards the
West Gate, but one thing I had forgotten ; the number
of things one cannot do. In the first place it costs the
enthusiast one shilling and sixpence to see everything
at the Tower. Three sixpenny tickets are necessary
for a " comprehensive survey " and this seems to be
excessive for an established London sight. No doubt
the price of beef is high in these days, but I feel that
the most voracious Yeoman of the Guard would get
no smaller ration if, say, one shilling were charged as
an inclusive fee for admission. The next tiling is the
number of places that are " verboten " even if the
princely sum of 1/6 lias been expended. I was walking
quietly enough round the WhiteTower when aportly Beef
eater, sitting in what seemedto be a singularly inadequate
kind of sentryboxkiosk, grunted at meat a range of about
fifty yards. Tremblingly I approached him iu order to
learn that I was to walk 011 the left of some railings.
A little later I started sketching iu an unobtrusive
manner, having incidentally enquired of another
Yeoman whether I might. Halfway through my work
yet another Yeoman appeared and said that permission
from somebody quite high up was necessary. As I
heard one disgruntled visitor say " They make
it difficult enough to see the Bloody Tower." I give
him the benefit of any doubt that the epithet may
arouse in the minds of sensitive readers.
*

THE
POOL OF
LONDON.

*

*

*

Just outside the Tower—but still under
its jurisdiction—is an embankment,
flanking
tlie river, that is the dinner
hour resort of hundreds of workers from

the vicinity. Loudon abounds in free shows and here
is a good one in contrast to the prohibitions the other
side of the wall. The fussy Thames tugs and the great
herds of lumbering barges are always doing something
interesting and one can indulge the imagination for
hours in watching steamers from every sort of foreign
part unloading merchandise. ^
There is a fine old city church just uear
Tower Hill. Here is much to absorb
one's attention. But of its ancient
glories I would not write—they have
been extolled enough already. The chief impression
made upon me was that of a poster affixed
to the outside of the church. At the top was the word
" Lent." Then below, in Column's yellow, were the
astonishing words :—

AN ANCIENT
CHURCH—AND
A NEW IDEA,

JOIN THE MUSTPRAYHARD CLUB.

This is presumably what one has heard of as
" Church advertising." If it is, it does not seem to be
in the best of taste, however topical it may be. It is
comparable to the remark made before the war by a
popular Oxford preacher of the muscular Christian
kind. In the course of a sermon to undergraduates,
he used the phrase " a front seat in heaven." I can
well remember the mingled amusement and disgust
of tlie congregation.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

travelled home in the tube the other
night with a wellknown actor who,
nightly at 8.15 or thereabouts, performs
prodigies of valour on tlie stage. He
was looking a little worried and I enquired the cause.
He was wondering what sort of reception lie would get
011 arriving home.
His wife was away and he had
forgotten his latchkey and the only way to get into his
house was to knock up a somewhat frightening
domestic !
" LIFE'S
LITTLE
IRONIES."

1

*

R e c o r d s o f O t h e r R e g i m e n t s — Continued.
The gallant lad immediately seized the bugle in
his left hand, and continued to sound the call until
he fell dead with more than a dozen wounds.
The 58th also took part in the First Boer War of
1881, and they were perhaps the only Regiment which
came out of that disastrous campaign with enhanced
prestige, for they won two V.C.'s. As the Battle
Honours show, they also took part in the Second Boer
War of 18991902. During the 1881 campaign, the
Colonel of the 58tli was so impressed by the shooting
of the Boer marksmen that he vowed to make his
Regiment the best shooting unit in the British Army
—and he kept his pledge, too !
During the Great War, the Northamptons had 13
battalions, won six more V.C.'s and 56 more Battle
Honours. The 1st Battalion left Aldershot as part of
the First Division, and the 2nd Battalion came home
from Egypt in the Autumn of 1914 to go out with the
Eighth Division. Both Battalions fought in France
and Flanders throughout the War.
The 6th Northamptons, who formed part of the
54th Infantry Brigade, 18th Division, in France, were
close companions of the 7th Buffs. Of the six Victoria
Crosses awarded to The Northamptonshire Regiment
during the Great War, 110 less than three went to
members of the hardfighting 6th Battalion. The
7th Northamptons and the 8th Buffs were also in the
same Division (24th) in France.
R. MAURICE HILL.

*

So the great hook has arrived at last.
I stole a glance at a copy tlie other day
and I am bound to say that it looks
interesting. No book of recent times—
not even the " World Crisis " by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer—has had a better press. It amuses me to
think of the author sitting iu a hell tent 011 tlie N.W.
Frontier reading the press cuttings.
" REVOLT
IN THE
DESERT."

*

*

*

" What Price Glory " has been presented
and another contrihutiou to the pictorial
" history " of the war has been made.
I 11111st withhold any criticism because I have not seen
it yet. To stand in a queue for half an hour or so in
order to pay about three shillings to see a film is not
included in the list of my pastimes. Let some hearsay
suffice. A friend of mine saw it and said it was very
good. The only glaring anachronism was that part in
which crowds of enthusiastic French people cheer the
arrival of the American troops at a seaport in 1917.
I had an idea that this habit died a very natural death
somewhere about November, 1914—hilt I may be
wrong. I can, however, remember the only demonstra
tion that our ship received 011 arriving at Rouen in
1915 was that provided by some men 011 fatigue, who
asked whether we were downhearted. On receiving
a fullthroated " No " in reply, they said in chorus
" Well, you
y soon will be !" However that is
ancient history. We are dealing with a later period.
*
#
*
*
A
My handwriting is not always as legible
CORRECTION, as' typescript. This must account for
an error that appeared in the last para
graph of " Round and About " last month. Writing
of the film Michael Slrogoff, I am made to remark
that it was " not quite so overloaded with improba
bilities or Catholic descents as most." For Catholic
please read " bathotic." It must have bewildered any
who read these notes.
[We ap0i0gizei Editor,
AMERICAN
WAR FILMS,
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The Past and Present Association.

M

General Sir Arthur Paget in his launch
at Cannes.

INUTES of the 66th Meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of
the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at
the Naval and Military Club, London, on Thursday,
3rd March, at 10.30 a.m.
Present.
Major General Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge (in the Chair).
Lieut.Colonel R. S. I. Friend.
Major F. W. Tomlinson.
Major E. C. Norman.
Major G. Lee.
F. G. Crozier, Esq.
Colonel H. Findlay, Secretary.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
approved and signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
final arrangements iu
connection with the Dragon Dinner Club, which is to
be held this year, at the Ritz Hotel, on the 15th J une,
were made.
ROYAL CAMBRIDGE HOMES.—The recommendation
of Mrs. Edwards, widow of the late Pincliin Edwards
(Sergeant) to be included in the waiting list for
admittance, was approved and signed by the Chairman.
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM.—(a) Authority was given
to the O/C. Depot, in the event of a refusal on account
of expense, to utilize the Court Martial Room in the
Depot, for this Museum  to notify the Home Counties
Area that the expenditure, which it was understood
would not exceed £35, would be defrayed out of
Regimental Funds.
DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—The

(b) It was decided to invite Captain C. J. Wood and
Mr. C. R. R. Knight to act on a subCommittee,
and to organize and administer the Museum.
Regarding tlie acceptance or refusal of proposed
exhibits, the Committee considered that only
such exhibits as were directly connected with
the Regiment, or trophies taken by the
Regiment, or by individual members of the
Regiment, should
normally
be accepted.
Proposed exhibits from those interested, other
than members of the Regiment, to be accepted
only if actually directly connected with the
Buffs.
DRESS REGULATIONS.—It was decided that the
O/C. 1st and 2nd Battalions should be asked whether
they would agree to meeting the possible expenditure
of £20 in connection with tlie publication of the above
regulations. In this connection, Major Guy Lee, on
behalf of tlie 2nd Battalion, guaranteed a sum not
exceeding ^10.
Past and Present Association.
FINANCE.—(a) It was decided that a grant of £\0
should be offered to the London Branch, and also the
Ashford Branch of the Association, to assist them in
rendering help of an urgent nature to deserving cases
in their respective areas.
(b) Au appeal for a loan of £\0 from Mr.
was not
approved.
EMPLOYMENT.—In view of tlie ruling of the Labour
Department at Folkestone, that an exsoldier under
instruction at tlie expense of tlie Association could not
be eligible for the dole, it was decided that a letter
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to the Rt. Hon. R. McNeill, M.P.,
be so good as to enquire into these
in the opinion of the Committee,
even harder to find employment for

BRITISH LEGION.—Regarding the proposal of the
British Legion, that Old Comrades' Associations
should become affiliated to the Legion, it was decided
that the Secretary should ask for further particulars
regarding the proposed scheme, and that efforts should
be made to find out whether any, and if so which,
Old Comrades' Associations had already become
affiliated.
ROYAL ANTIDILUVIAN ORDER OF BUFFALOES.—It
was decided that a letter should be written to the
.Secretary of the above Order to ask whether any steps
could be taken by their organisation to obviate the
confusion that was frequently occurring owing to
branches of the Antidiluvian Order stvling themselves
" The Buffs."
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at Canterbury at 5.30 p.m.,
30th April.
DISBURSEMENTS.

The following disbursements have been made during
the period 18/2/27 to 18/3/27
21.
23.
24.
25.
25.
28.
28.
1.
2.
3.
7.
8.
8.
12.
12.
15.
15.
15.
15.
15.
16.
16.
16.
17.

£ s. d.

Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loau
Grant

5
1
2
1
3
1
1
0
1
25
2
1
2
10
5
2
1
5
2
3
0
1
1
1
NEW MEMBERS.

0
0
0
10
0
0
0
10
0
0
0
10
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
10
0
0
0

The following new members have joined
Association during the period 18/2/27 to 18/3/27.

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

the

Mr. E C. Ainge, Mr. T. J. Birrell, Mr. j. T. Pay, Mr. J W. Larkins,
Mr. S. II. Ehnes, Mr. B. Parkinson, Mr. Jcllis, Capt. R. E. Harbord,
Mr. H. C. Weeks, Mr. F. Salmons, Mr. E. D. Bolton.
Associate Member, Mr. A. Whyman.
DONATIONS.

The following donations have been received during
the period 18/2/27 to 18/3/27
Capt. R. J. Tylden
Major A. Stuart Elmelie
Mr. T. Trevor

...

...

...

...

£ s. d.
0 2 0
0 7 0
0 2 0

London Branch.
A very successful meeting of the above Branch was
held at the Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria Station, on
the 19th March, 1927. Captain Enright was in the
chair and a large number of members were present.
The Secretary (Mr. Ainge) read the minutes of the
last meeting which was passed. Also the correspond
ence, including a telegram from Colonel Findlay
regretting inability to be present.
The proposed visit to the 2nd Battalion at
Aldershot having been previously considered by the
Branch Committee, was put to the meeting and not
carried. It was thought that the visit would be a risk
and not even the Commanding Officer of the Battalion
could make a definite date during the Training Season.

Moreover the facilities at Aldershot for the catering,
etc., arc inadequate for a large party and that Sunday,
the only day the Branch could make the trip, would
be a breach of the unwritten law " In bed or out of
Barracks."
It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously
that a Dinner or Leg of Mutton Supper be held at the
" Bodega Restaurant," Fleet .Street, on May 14th next.
Cost not to exceed 3/6 per head. Major James, in
supporting this, said lie preferred himself, to call it
a Supper as a good, square meal and proffered several
hints which the Committee are looking iuto. He also
kindly offered to pay for any unemployed members
who cannot afford the cost. The Chairman said he
would advise these members and see they received
tickets.
The Depot Cricket Week discussion again rose to
a high pitch of enthusiasm. It was eventually decided
to go to Canterbury in two parties, one leaving by
charabanc on the Saturday and tlie other by train, on
Sunday morning.
Also that members could bring their wives.
Mr. Port read a short financial
statement, after
which many members took the opportunity of
purchasing copies of The Dragon and a few paying
their subscriptions to the Association.
Mr. II. T. Burt was accorded a vote of thanks for
announcing the formation of the Londou Branch at
a Dinner of the 7th Battalion ; also for sending over
200 names and addresses of old " Buffs " to the
Secretary.
Mr. E.. E. Bush of the 1st Battalion thanked tlie
Branch for finding him employment at Messrs. Asprey
and Sons.
Tlie meeting then terminated until the third
Saturday iu April.
The " third meeting was another great success.
Many smiling faces arrived for the first
time and
brightened up the evening.
We had
Bugler
(Drummer) Francis, who was badly wounded on March
10th, 1900, at Driefontein. Also Ted Lamb, who
was discovered wearing the same old face lie wore in
South Africa, and Sgt. Tapsell. Welcome ! Tapsell—
what a cheery old smile lie lias ! but dots and dashes
did not win tlie great war.
Mr. Rye revived memories of Tommy and George.
I remember once leading a party of barrack room
community singers getting ready for Church Parade
with a song about " If a body meets a body " when the
harmony was interrupted by a voice shouting—" Get
hold of a bucket of water and scrub my bunk out."
Then we had that nasty old man—I call him that
with full knowledge of what I am saying—old Bob
Selling, of the Band. He used to delight in issuing
and doping all and sundry with pills, No. 9, at the most
inopportune moments. I trust the Band of toda)' do
not train their musicians to become Hospital Corporals
in war time.
Kennett—we all know Kennett who used to train
Jones in his activities on tlie running track. If anyone
is seeking a really tip top clerk—Kennett's the very
one you are seeking. Then we had Corporal J ones and
others who were too shy to make themselves known.
The 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th,'8th and 9th Battalions were
well represented and it looks as if the Albert Hall will
have to be engaged if we go on like this.
A very hearty welcome was accorded Major H. G.
James of"the 4tl'i Battalion and whom, I understand,
was not only Mayor of Canterbury during a period of
his life, but also did great work in raising Kentish
troops for the Great War. Major James was most
enthusiastic about the branch and showed a keen
interest in everything appertaining to it—particularly
the unemployment side. We all, most siucerely, thank
you, Major, for coming.
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Last, but not least, I must not forget our genial
host, Mr. Lovie, by whose kindness we are enabled to
meet as we do. Not satisfied with this present interest
in the Branch, we were compelled to drink his health,
which we did in right royal fashion and made Mr.
Lovie an Hon. Member of the London Branch. Mr.
Field, for some reason or other, quickly put away
his A.T.A. badge and shouted out " Mr. Chairman, is
it right for a member of the A.T.A. to receive a free
gift of a drink ?" Not knowing what the meaning of
these letters was, I made enquiries and ascertained
they referred to the AntiTreating Association.
To the reader of the notes, I have eight more words
to impress on the mind. " DON'T FORGET THE THIRD
SATURDAY IN EACH MONTH."
J.E.
LONDON BRANCH.
Report of a meeting held 011 Saturday, the 19th February, 1927,
at the Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria, at 7.30 p.m. The Chair was
taken by Captain W. Birrell, M.C.
Colonel Findlay, C.B.E. and about fifty other members attended.
Captain Enright mentioned lie had received many letters apologising
for absence owing to influenza.
AGENDA.
MINUTES OF JANUARY MEETING.—These were read and confirmed
subject to amendments which appeared in February Dragon.
ELECTION OF ADDITIONS TO COMMITTEE.—The Area and Assistant
Area representatives as appointed by the executive Committee were
elected as tiie basis of the Branch Committee. In order that each
Battalion of the regiment should be represented thereon, additional
names were added. The full Committee was passed as follows :—
1st Battalion, "Mr. Austin ; 2nd Battalion, 'Capt. Enright; 3rd
Battalion, Mr. Fort; 4th Battalion, Mr. Lancaster ; 5th Battalion,
*Capt. Donald ; 6U1 Battalion, Mr. Grant; 7tli Battalion, not yet
elected ; 8th Battalion, Mr. Lawson ; 9th Battalion, 'Capt. Carter,
M.C.
Surplus to above as Area and Assistant Area representatives:—
Capts. * Linwood, "Whitacre Allen, *E A. Smith, Messrs. 'Warren,
'Jacobs and Frean.
Already Area and Assistant Area representatives.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—Chairman: Capt. J. IJ. Enright; Vicechairman : Capt. S. B. Donald : Secretary: Mr. E. C. Ainge;
Treasurer : Mr. H. W. Port.
The Chair was now handed over to Capt. Enright.
UNEMPLOYMENT.—It was explained to the meeting the steps being
taken to deal with this problem and a draft letter was read which—
subject to the approval—of the executive committee—it was proposed
to circulate amongst employers.
FINANCE.—In order that the Branch might—so far as minor
expenses are concerned—be selfsupporting, it was proposed that a
contribution of sixpence per mouth be paid by members. The Chair
man pointed out this would amount to six shillings per annum whereas
the full membership subscription to tlie Past and Present Association
was only two shillings and sixpence. If the totals were added together
it would mean a yearly outlay in subscriptions of eight shillings and
sixpence which might deter Buffs from joining the Branch. An
amendment was proposed by Captain Carter and seconded by Mr.
Grant that a box marked " London Branch Fund " be placed on the
table at each monthly meeting. Members could then put in the box
what they liked and if thev could not afford to give, everyone would be
just as happy. This amendment was put to tlie meeting and carried
unanimously. An impromptu collection (donations of £1 Is. and
10/ respectively included) amounted to £3 5s. Od.

Ashford Branch.

A meeting of tlie Ashford Branch of tlie Past and Present
Association was held at the Invicta Hotel, 011 March 2nd, with Mr.
Carley in tlie Chair.
A very successful evening was held, despite the very unkind weather.
We were all pleased to have Col. Findlay with us, who in his open
ing remarks said that he was pleased to sec such a big gathering 011
such a wet night. He referred to the excellent progress of tlie Ashford
Branch and also suggested that we adopt the same idea as London
with regard to the formation of a Labour Bureau. It was put to tlie
meeting, but the members present thought it was unnecessary as we
arc so close to Headquarters, but we are always open to help any Old
Buff to get a job. We wish the London Branch every success in its
good work.
We are holding our Annual Dinner 011 May 14th to whichwe extend
a hearty invitation to Col. Findlay, whom we hope will be present.
F. COWELL.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . — Continued.
This is a very fine school and does wonders. The
Commandant and his staff are all out to try their best,
but of course a little bit of self help is needed.
I must close now, trusting to always be in touch
through The Dragon of the doings of the Buffs.
Yours sincerely,
R. \V. SUMMERS, 6280082 Sergeant.

Correspondence.
METROPOLITAN POLICE.

19/Emplyt/61 (A.G.S.b.).
Sir,
Iu continuation of War Office letter of above
number, dated 30th June, 1926, I am commanded by
the Army Council to inform you that the Commissioner
of Police of the Metropolis has informed this
Department that it has now been found possible to
resume the recruitment of soldiers for the Metropolitan
Police to a limited extent.
The Commissioner states, however, that as the
number of Army reservists of all classes which may be
borne on the establishment of the P'orce at any one
time has been nearly reached, it will not be possible to
accept more than about one hundred during each of
the years 1927, 1928 and 1929. In these circumstances
the best only can be selected from the men offering
themselves for enlistment, and any man not in
possession of a military character assessed at " Very
Good " or " Exemplary " will not ordinarily be
considered for an appointment. Preference will also
be given, other factors being equal, to men with short
periods of reserve service to complete. At present
there are no vacancies for married men, nor are any
likely to arise for a very considerable time.
In view of the above circumstances, the Council
invite your attention to the last two paragraphs of
War Office letter No. 19/Emplyt/61 dated 19th April,
1926, the provisions of which are modified accordingly.
The War Office,
I am. Sir,
London, S.W. I.
Your obedient servant,
O. E. WIDDOWS.
EMPLOYMENT.

To Colonel H. Findlay,
Past and Present Association.
Dear Sir,
Further to your letter of the 17th iust., addressed
to our Chairman and Managing Director, Mr. R. PI.
Ling, on the subject of ExQ.M.S. Marshall; I am
pleased to advise you that an unexpected vacancy
occurred during this week and he has been reengaged
by us.
I am, yours faithfully,
MILLINGTON & SONS, LTD.,

Crown Works,
Tottenham, London, N. 15.

EDW.

DOWNER,

General Manager.

A.V.T.C., CATTERICK.
Dear Sir,
Herewith please find enclosed 2/ for three months'
subscription for The Dragon. I wish to thank you for
your trouble iu sending the January one to me and
the following two months. There are four now, here,
and I pass The Dragon round to them. My time will
soon be finished here, but until my new address arrives,
please forward to the address below. Best wishes to
The Dragon.
I can give a little bit of news as regards the fee,
which at present is 2/6 per week for the Course and
from April (I believe this is the month) it will be 7/.
This is given in the best of good grace as far as we
have been given to understand and I hope it may be
of some use to intending students. I myself cannot
grumble at what I have learnt as I am under one of
the best instructors and as far as practical work in all
branches of painting and decorating is concerned, he
does his very best.
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rpHOSE of
us who
I
bought
Dragons
last month will remember
the threat issued by the
subeditor to " beat it "
(as they say). I suppose
it was Fate who thrust tlie
handing over certificate
into my hand, but I never
knew Fate had quite such
short hair! At any rate
I am now subeditor and
for
three
days
have
been sitting disconsolately
huddled up in a cliair,
wrapped in thoughts and a greatcoat, or pacing
the room Felixwise. I have already been
warned that ' Canterbury Bells are Calling,'
and in two days another and less romantically
worded epistle will arrive. In fear of this
I have demanded notes at pistol point from
innocent soldiers and extracted news and
suggestions from people whose bunks I have
raided. At last, with a wild whoop of joy
I shall throw the " swag" into a large
envelope and despatch it at double rate to the
exasperated Editor.
We welcome to the Battalion Lt.Colonel
H. A. Thewles, D.S.O., who has lately returned
from the WestIndia Regiment. We greatly
regret to hear that Mrs. Lucas has had to
undergo an operation and we wish her a speedy
recovery.
Lt.Colonel Lucas has moved into his
quarters at the end of the Officers' Mess, which
have recently undergone considerable repairs.
Work lias started. By this I mean more
work than usual, for there is no such thing
as no work. "A" and "B" Companies are
taking daily trips by 'bus into the country and
the rest of us are doing their odd jobs for them.
Sport last mouth was mainly Boxing and
Football, both of which are described by our
special correspondents elsewhere. We con
gratulate our boxing team on their meteoric
career. At the moment of going to press we
have just scored a great victory over the 1st
Northamptonshire Regiment which puts us
in the Army semifinals.
At Football the outstanding match of the
month was our 4—3 victory over the King's
Own Royal Regiment.
The Buffs Amateur Dramatic Society has
come to life again and produced a very
successful Concert Party, which is described
elsewhere in this issue.

B.A.D.S.
At the end of January, at a meeting of the Battalion
Entertainments Committee, it was decided to collect
out concert party and give a show to the Brigade on
March 1st and 2nd. Such was the response and eager
help given that in live short weeks our director
producerinauagers, Capt. H. D. R. Morgan, D.S.O.,
and Capt. G. R. Howe contrived to produce music,
songs, sketches and scenery, which iu the hands of
our tireless and enthusiastic artistes, blossomed out
into a very fine show indeed. Mention must be made
here of three lady members who have joined us and
have become an essential part of our show. Their
hard work, enthusiasm and talent are inestimable.
They are Mrs. Field, Mrs. Game and Miss Game.
Space does not permit of a complete description of
every turn or of the performers themselves, but here
are a few lightning penpictures (not in order of any
thing).
THE LADIES.
MRS. FIELD.—"

Rallentands." A great success in
singing the praises of the leaf}' lanes of Vauxhall
(S.E. 11) and exhorting the sun to get up earlier.
See below Miss Game and Amos re umbrellas.
MRS. GAME.—A great asset
behind the scenes ;
a charming " cookie " and a terribly realistic
Mamma.
Miss GAME.— (Fair Game). With Mrs. Field was
largely instrumental in drawing a packed house
both nights. Two delightful Songs " Roumanian
Nights " and " Because I love you so." The best
recruit to the Buffs for some time.
THE OTHERS.

muchmarried, maritime,
and me ; member of the Navy League and Hen
pecked Hubbies' Society.
PTE. WOODS.—Whotstuff, weally, what ? World
flyer with a fondness for Siieeria and do not forget
the conductor. lakes Mr. Column (hence the need
for the bath.
SGT. AMOS.—Has a distinct longing to go abroad (N.B.
Princess Allahbagooselah) ; partial to uncurved
fruit and umbrellas that are nontransparent.
SGT. SMITH.—Molto agitato ; spends his time bob
bobbobbing at the pumppumppump.
PTE. WALTON.—Our baritone ; though he has a
tendency towards the B.A.S.S., incurably lazy and
is not likely to ' get off ' in this life.
Our broadcasters.—Uncle Dick, Dame
Prudence
Allgood and General Fitztactics in their inimitable
sketch entitled 2LO, demonstrated the disastrous
effects of mixing programmes at the receiving ends.
This brought the house down.
Lastly, but by no means least—The Band. This
has worked night .and day for the whole five
weeks under the able and untiring direction of Sgt.
Diamond. Full of life and particularly effective on
the stage.
I feel I have not done justice to the performers in
these few words, but if everyone enjoyed the show as
much as the writer (who attended nearly every
rehearsal and all performances, there is not much
wrong 1 We wish to thank all those countless people
who gave their time and energy unsparingly in the
good cause.
(All profits will go to Regimental
Charities).
A special performance was given before the
Coldstream Guards in the Stanhope Lines Theatre on
March 8th and we thank them for their great hospitality
and the hard work done for us in helping to produce the
show.
CPL.

MARTIN.—Mournful,

THE
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DRAGON

Football.

Programme.
FIRST HALF.

The C o m p a n y will introduce themselves—after
mending the fuze,
W o o d s will burst into song with
" The Colonel of the Mustard Club."
If you like this he may sing another,
" Let's All go to Alice's House."
After hearing M r s . F i e l d and M a r t i n in
" Single and Married,"
some bachelors may prefer to pay the tax, while others
may not.
Someone heard W a l t o n singing in his bath, so here he
is with
(a) " The Lazy Shepherd," and
(b) " Because I were shy."
M r s . F i e l d , M i s s G a m e , S m i t h and M a r t i n have
dug out a couple of old songs,
" Italio de Lingo," and
" The Puritans."
They have to change their costumes between the songs,
so there may be an awkward pause.
A m o s sings
" Let's go to Jericho."
(This is nothing to do with Alice's House.—Ed.)
Unless you stop him he will also sing
" I have never seen a straight banana."
F a i r G a m e will sing
" Roumanian Nights," followed by
" Because I love you so."
(This was on the other side of the record).
S m i t h threatened to leave the room at this stage so
we had to put him iu with
" When the Red Red Robin."
He also insisted on singing a song he calls
" The Pump Song."
The next item is an ordinary song, but we thought it
would look better under the heading of
A Musical Sketch in Four Verses,
" 'Ow I 'ate women," or
" The 'en pecked 'usband."
M a r t i n and M r s . G a m e .
Mrs. Field will sing iu front of the curtain
(a) " Down Vauxhall Way."
(b) " Arise Oh Sun."
because
we are getting ready for W o o d s a n d C o . , in
" A Trip round the World for 30/."
INTERVAL.
SECOND HALF.

Those who return after the interval will hear M r s .
Game, assisted by Smith, Amos, Martin and
Woods, perform
" Tlie Belle and the Bobbies."
If M a r t i n can get changed in time he will do his best
with
" The British Navy," and
" The Masquerade Ball,"
singing one at a time.
M r s . G a m e will sing we hope, though we didn't hear
her much at rehearsals.
M a r t i n , W o o d s and A m o s will entertain us to
" A Military Display,"
entitled " The Three V.C. Heroes."
It should now be time for
" The Lecture from 21,0."
(We must fit in a lecture somehow).
D i a m o n d and A B a n d
have been playing most of the evening ; they will now
show themselves and have an innings.
J oin in the final chorus, before we sing
" The King,"
and say Good Night.

A.C. SENIOR LEAGUE V. 1ST KING'S OWN REGIMENT.

This was looked upon as a needle match as
the King's Own had won all the 14 league matches they
had played. Our team played correct football, every
one playing for the team and the result proved how
valuable this style of play is. Result : The Buffs, 4 ;
King's Own, 3.
A.C SENIOR LEAGUE v. R.A.S.C.
Result : R.A.S.C., 6 ; The Buffs, 3. Not a very
good game ; some of our players were selfish and
thus many opportunities of scoring were lost.
A.C.

SENIOR

CUP

V.

EAST YORKSHIRE

REGIMENT.

Result : 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, I : East Yorks,
2. A game again lost through selfish play. We ought
to have won easily.
A.C. JUNIOR LEAGUE V. R.A.S.C.
Result : 2nd Battalion The Buffs, 6 ; R.A.S.C., 2.
This was a good game and the Juniors are to be
complimented on beating R.A.S.C., who arc at present
the runnersup.
A.C. JUNIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND BN. TANK CORPS.
Result : 2nd Bn. The Buffs, 4 ; 2nd Bn. Tank
Corps, 1. Again a good game ; all played well.
A.C. JUNIOR LEAGUE V. R.A.S.C.

Result: 2nd Bn. The Buffs, 7; R.A.S.C.,
Another pleasing result, all playing well.

1.

Sergeants' Mess.
Thanks to my worthy friend, the Gugnunc Expert, 1 have been
considerably relieved of {lie job of writing notes for the Mess this
month. Not that I mind doing the notes so much, but the difficulty
lies in finding the time in which to write them tip, as, at the time of
writing, we are in the throes of Company Training, etc.
However, as my friend, mentioned above, has so nobly come to my
assistance, I will just fill in the gaps.
Our Whist Drives are still going strong, the last one being held on
Friday 11th March, and, I should imagine the attendance was almost,
if not quite, a record. So packed was tlie Mess Room, that extra
tables had to be arranged in tlie Members' dining room for the overflow.
I think Alf Tong deserves a thumping big whack on the back for his
efforts on behalf of the Mess in connection with these functions. I
know from personal experience what a lot of work has to be done behind
the scenes to make these shows a success, and I hope it will be some
gratification to C.S.M. Tong and his Committee to know that llieir
efforts are appreciated by us all.
Results of the last drive were as follows :—
Score.
Ladies: 1st Prize: Mrs. Blackmail
171
2nd
„
Mrs. Harris
3rd
„
Mrs. Wilkins
J°j>
Gents. : 1st
„
Sgt. Sidwell
166
2nd
,,
Mr. Sherwood
J 5°
3rd
„
O.R./Q.M.S. Ricketts
162
SWEEPSTAKES
1st Half.1st Prize: Sgt. Sidwell
„
„ 2nd
J,
Mrs. Wilkins
94
2nd Half.1st
,,
Mrs. Blackmail
78
2nd
,,
Mrs. Williams

. '<?
"
uiiliards Tournament referred to in last months Dragon is in
full swing, and fuller details will be given when we get through the
eliminatingrounds.
. . .
It is with great regret I have, this month, to announce the death
of Mrs. Taylor, wife of C.Q.M.S. Taylor who was for a considerable
time on the T.A. Staff at Siltingbouriie. The deepest and most heart
felt sympathy of all Members of the Sergeants Mess goes out
to C.O.M.S. Taylor in his sad bereavement.
„
It is said that "coming events cast their shadows before.
If
there isanv truth in this, then the Sergeants' Dance (St. Patrick s Day)
is going to be a bumper. C.S.M. Tong is once again the guiding star,
with his attendant meteors, and—well ! more about it next month.
Now, thou Gugnunc, get going and tell the rest.
ASCOT
The more we are together, the better we can read :—
Once more vye wake up and compile a few notes for tlie good old
magazine, tlie best in tlie world.
_
t
Wc have had our numbers increased during the last few weeks by
the arrival of Sgt. Green from the 1st Battalion and Sgts. Hancock,
Emery and Maplesden from the Depot. Our old friend Barsotti has
gone to Kneller Hall to study for the appointment of Bandnmster,
and we wish him every success. There is a rumour that he is going to
become Musical Director to .he band of the Brigade of Guards
"Ginger" Maplesden is going to try his hand at making the
Battalion's shaving water, etc. (Call me early in the morning, Ginger).
During February wc have been fairly lively, and all the Dining
Members are gradually letting their belts out, thanks to Mick Dowse.
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On the 20th February, we held a Jazz Billiard Tournament, the
winner being Sgt. W. Beale, the runnerup, Mr. W. J. McMalion, late
C.Q.M.S. of tliis Battalion. No doubt our friends in the 1st Battalion
would like to know what " Jazz Billiards" consist of. If they write
to us we will give them a few tips 011 the subject.
On 27tli February, 1927, we had a Social livening in the Mess,
when about 70 people were present. A very excellent programme
was rendered by Mrs. Field, Mrs. Game, Miss Game and Miss Rcecc,
and Sgt. Smith, Cpl. Martin, Pte. Walton and Pte. Wood. "J,aery"
conducted the congregation in " Community Singing" twice during
the evening. Cpl. Martin had us all roaring with laughter at his
rendering of " I've lost all ambition in life," " The body iu the bag"
and " I'm the most miserable man 011 earth," while Sgt. Smith, Cpl.
Martin and Pte. Wood gave us a vivid impression of fishing in a stream.
Sgt. Diamond officiated at the piano throughout the evening, and
and he was ably assisted by an Orchestra from the Band, who gave
selections at intervals.
Sgt. Smith is leaving us shortly for a tour of duty at the Depot.
We all wish him the best of luck.
Sgt. Barton of the 1st Battalion iias just arrived here, having com
pleted a course of Vocational Training, but as lie is " TimeEx.' he
will not be with us many days.
We have no further news this mouth, so will say " Cheerio" and
we hope to have a larger supply for next month's Dragon.
" THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

" A " Company.
My notes are the best of notes. Read them ! They
cure coughs, colds, pigeontoes and pimples 011 the
eyebrows. This is 110 idle boast, as witness the effect
throughout, not only the Company, but the whole
Battalion. Hear them singing ? Why the " Gug
uuncs' Chortle," " The Froth Blowers' Anthem," and
the Mustard Club's Gasps' arc not in it ! What with
Kelly and his choir of sundry voices, the whistling (?)
of No. 2 Platoon and funny noises emanating from the
other Platoons, not to mention the rain of ink 011 the
Company Office windows from the Pen of Treacle,
the days of Company Training are slipping by almost
milieeded, except by those who favour the little yellow
form the Orderly Sergeant has to complete at Reveille
daily.
In the world of sport, thanks to the much
appreciated assistance of Lt. T. N. Penlington and
Lieut. C. Plaggard, things are brightening up
considerably. On 15tli February we played a football
match with "H.Q." "B" Group and drew with them,
1—1. This was a " Friendly." We met them again
on 11th March in a Champion Company Match in which
tlicy managed to beat us, 1—0. This was a most
extraordinary game. We had fully fourfifths of the
play, and did absolutely everything, excejit score.
Chances to score galore offered themselves, but all our
forwards seemed to have left their shooting boots
behind. L/Cpl. Bowyer took a penalty kick and the
ball struck the right goalpost, rebounded into play
and was cleared. Cpl. Saunders, L/Cpl. Lee and Pte.
Walton worked like Trojans, and really deserve a pat
on the back. Pte. Bradley also shaped very well,
whilst Hancock put up a very good show in goal and
was in no way to blame for the only goal which was
scored against us, which was the result of a breakaway
by L/Sgt. Tutt. On 4th March, after a very exciting
game, we managed to beat "C" Coy., 4—3. The
losers were without the services of Sgt. Sidwell. On
21st February we beat "R" Company, 4—2
Both
these two latter games were in the Champion Coy.
Competition. I have not seen any list showing how
the different Companies stand, but I think "A" by
way of a change, is at the top.
On February 21st we lost to " H.Q." "A" in the
Bayonets," 5—4. This competition was rather
sprung 011 us, and I think, had we had a little more
time at our disposal, we might have done a little better.
Since the last notes, we have also tried a crosscountry
run which went off very well, excepting that three
or four of the runners preferred a motorcar to the
orthodox method of completing the course. Probably
they regret it now and will not do it again.
We welcome to the Company Sergeant Emery,
who has been posted to the Battalion from the Depot.

His place there has been taken by .Sgt. A. Smith. We
wish him the best o'luck there.
Further news will be found in No. 1 Platoon's
Corner. There are four corners in a square; three
are empty. What about it, Nos. 2, 3 and 4 Platoons ?
OLD TAWNEY.

No. 1 PLATOON'S CORNER.
Hello ! Hello ! Hello ! No. 1 Platoon calling ! !
It is some considerable time since we last called,
owing to our " loudspeakers " (RETEP) having been
transferred to "H.O." Wing 011 the bin and dustbin
staff. Therefore the Platoonists have decided that
I shall push the barrow and hand out the goods. So
here goes !
FirSt, I must introduce our new members, and
review their characters. No. 1 is Cpl. J olmson, a dark
chap from "H.O." Wing, whose legs are still of the
" Oval " shape, owing to his having done so many
routemarches 011 Sgt. Dowse's ginger moke. His
bandolier and spurs he has packed away for the use
of his offspring. No. 2 is L/Cpl. Yates, who resigned
the job of penpusliing and delegated that duty to our
esteemed Treacle. He (L/Cpl. Yates) says a rifle 011
one's shoulder is heavier than a pencil behind one's
ear. and figures can be seen easier on paper than 011
E. 2. Area. All the same he grins and bears it (more
bears than grins, let it be said). No. 3 is Harrington,
who prefers the M.I. Room and the Doctor's smile to
doing No. 1 on an Advance Guard, or any other scheme.
No. 4 is Pollard who would rather die than moan. No.
5 is Crouch who comes from Dover ; near enough to
Snargate Street to be a shark.
No. 6 is Lott,
commonly known as Lottie, who is about the prettiest
of the 2/ a day Wallahs in the Battalion. Last, but
not least, is Brinton, a fine upright specimen of the
human being, wlio was heard to remark : " the wind
rattled his bed." He can be seen out most nights with
the Girl Guides and such like, in company with the
dust bin hanger. Owing to Treacle, L/Cpl. Yates,
and a few more arguing as to whether aeroplanes rise
with engines or controls and if the laws of gravity, or
the decrease of pressure on the underside of the wings
bring it down, I forgot to mention our Platoon
Commander, Lt. C. Haggard, our very sporting and
athletic leader, to whom we look for a lead in our future
events. (Nos. 2. 3 and 4 Platoons take notice !).
Other sporty fellows are Brinton, who knows,
" good lor, wat a nose," and Kelly ; ear ! ear ! ear !
Congratulations to Fullagar 011 getting an inverted
dog's leg. He is always spouting of what he is going
to do in civil life. (Oh ! these three year's Sweats).
We still have Goddard, Lyons and Nadin with us.
Goddard still has the job of making old Tom's
bed down. The others are in the grub department.
Lyons does the spoiling and Nadin the sorting out.
Most important jobs, nevertheless, we must all agree.
We usually see our old Platoon Sergeant, Charlie,
once a week (PayDay). He can now place one brick
on top of another and plaster round the sides, and
label it " To Let." Sgt. Barrell is now reigning in his
stead. We did hear that Sgt. Barrell had shifted his
kit (Ahem ! !) to the Sergeants' Mess backyard, where,
I am given to understand, the President stacks his
" Return Empties."
Exmembers of the Platoon, now serving with the
1st Battalion, are invited to communicate with the
" Members of this Corner."
WHOSE 1 ?
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is Treacle really absentminded ?
Where does Lottie get all the fag cards ?
When is Kelly having a weekend (in barracks) ?
IIow many "Bar ones," Black Cat and Kittens,
and Cocoa coupons are there now in the Platoon ?
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What did Kelly do with the chocolate ?
Why does Bainton like running to the canteen ?
Can Miles get any bread and jam at the Depot ?
Who asked for Reveille to be sounded earlier ?
How many fainted when they heard "A" Company
had beaten "C" 4—3 ?
Who allowed the cat into the Company Office during
the C.S.M.'s absence ?
And what is the reason for working late ?
The Band.
Well, here we are again ! with our quota of notes. Our " Danker "
footer team has been doing great things lately. Their first match was
with the Drums 1st Eleven, aud owing to the fact that all the forwards
were " Bung Shots" they could do anything but score, and the match
was drawn with noscore on either side. The next match was against
the Signallers which wc won 31. 1,/Sgt. Diamond was in great form,
scoring two goals, and I./Cpl. Cary scored from a penalty. Ficldsend
in goal was not much of a success, being like " Slit," rather excitable.
The third match was against the employed which we lost 43. Sliarpe,
Slit, Paddy all scored for the Daukers, who had nearly all the play
in the second half. "A" Group's team drew with "C" Company in
the Harris Shield League, 4 4. Our " Bung shots" arc now waiting
for next month as we hope to fire.
Henrickson, George and Catt are
continually practising skipping in the room and trying to beat
the record. George (Dithery) holds the record with 10 minutes 18
seconds. Our "right hand gang" are immensly excited with their
new toy.
TILINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did Slit miss the Cymbal on march practice because he was extra
" tight" and why is Pimp always dropping him in the cart ?
Who, in practice, said, " Yes, we have no cymbal " ?
When is Smith going to Dulwich to play football with " Monk "
Lewis ?
Does Melcombe still believe in Germolene and if so, why ?
Did Di really believe he would have done the hat trick and did the
wireless expert get iu the way ?
What does Chalky think of things now he has joined tlie
noble army ?
What does Moggy think of the mixture of Chopin and the latest
jazz music ?
CRUSADER.

The Drums.
Well, we promised in tlie last notes that we would beat the R.A.S.C.
in the Command Boxing Championships, but we were unfortunate to
lose to the K.O.S.B.'s in the semifinals. On account of the last
mentioned team scratching owing to injury, we arc to fight the Nortli
amptonsliircs for the right to represent tiic Command In the Army
Finals and we predict a win for the " Old Corps."
Our Football Team is going great guns, we having beaten nearly
every Corps of Drums in the Brigade, and a few other teams as well.
The last victims were the Signallers whom wc trounced 91. We are
looking forward to some practice for the Grand Searchlight Tattoo
in June. "A" Group played "C" Company in The "Harris Shield"
Football League and we were unfortunate to draw 44, but better
luck next time.
We hope to be able to say we are representing the Command in the
finals by the time we write the next notes.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
They say—what do they say ?
Who killed Nurse Daniels ? Ask Tronky.
Who said : " If a person is blind can he hear a motor coming ? "
Was it the Red Indian ?
Aud cannot they see anything, not even darkness ?
When is Harry getting married to Couscn— ?
Arc the Drummers getting their hands in for the Channel Swim ?
Ask Don.
Why did Harry refuse Bill an intro ?
Was it his reputation ?
(Signed) A.O.F.B.

Iddy Humpty Corner.
A few notes with our great Author's love letter. On March 10th,
Sgt. Field and a few old hands went out on a Field Day with the O.T.C.
and 1 believe they had a nice time, according to accounts repeated
afterwards; the thing is, did anyone get lost ? and was it not
necessary to use a Map ? We have had a visual scheme or two this
mouth and a few of our trustworthy warriors managed to lose them
selves. I would advise them to " punch " up map reading just a wee
bit more. "B" Class are doing pretty well, some doing a little reading
in their own time. This is a. very good effort and it would be a good
plan if all of them were to do so. "C" Class is still a bit backward,
but we hope to make something of them in the near future. Our garden
begins to look quite smart ; we hope to have the best in the Battalion.
FLAGS.

THE .SIGNALS' DAY OUT.
Now it came to pass that a large crowd of lads set out to solve tlie
mystery of the Dot and Dash.
One man, a BRITTAIN, went into the wilds near BENTLEY Colliery,
thinking it NYE time he started digging for them, so with the aid of a
TROWELL, he started digging near some WELLS.
On only finding a BONE, lie nearly went STARK mad, but just as he
was on the point of throwing himself into a BRAMBLE(BY) bush, he
turned anil saw HARRISON with his sister GIRT approaching at a GALLOP
on a SORRELL COBB across tlie FIELD.
They had spent the day at WASHINGTON with a FRIEND of hers.
Both of them remarked How ARD it was to get a GOOD drink, only
being able to get ADAM'S ale, even paying a high PRICE for that.
Not having discovered even one dot, they decided to push ou to
LINKENS Inn and stable the horse in some BARNES there.
Arriving, they met GARNETT, the Cox of the Oxford boat, who
was looking for BATES for fishing.
At that moment YOUNG WIL'S'ON
ran up crying out that lie had found some BEALES which ought To BIN
posted before, by JOHNSON, who was away HAWKIN(S).
"Go WF.R way and find the KING in the HALL," said one, "and
order CHICKEN for dinner."
He did so, but on tlie way, met T.ANGSDON, who, with GILBERT
had collected all the Dots and Dashes, so the day was ended at the
KING'S Head.
" MARFA."
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Does YANK want another tin of dripping yet ?
What is TUG going to do with his £1,000, when he wins it ?
When is DIZZY going to sharpen iiis shoulderblades ?
Does the owner of the 22guinea suit know that said suit is getting
motheaten ?
And is tlie £50 also getting motheaten ?
Will YANK agree to the " costs and disbursements" turnout ?
When is our TUG getting married and why ?

" Employed " Notes.

Having begun to realize the importance of our position in the
working portion of the Battalion, I feel justified in claiming a column
of our regimental "Gossip" for the purpose of making known our
little joys and sorrows.
So much for the introduction, but being a mere beginner in the
art of journalism, I am rather " stumped " for subject matter.
It is unnecessary for me to give an account of our football
" prowess," as the " Domestics' Reporter" has, no doubt, more than
done his duty in that respect.
Some of us are doing R.S.M.'s parades and lesser evils, such as
Company Training, etc., of which, no doubt, we are very much in need !
as various W.O.'s will testify.
On application to other members of our venerable community,
for further notes, I received a host of questions, which I will
call, " Queries of the day " and are as follows :—
Has the S.S.D.L. Si B.M.A. been squashed ? If so, by whom ?
and was " 1'eter " the cause ?
Was tlie rumoured inspection of kit the cause of any embarrass
ment to " Busty " ?
Who arc the budding " Capablancas " in No. 1 room, and when are
they going to challenge Oliver ?
When is our " Syd " turning "pro" and has tlie family poodle
gone on a course of'Hygiene ? If so, will " Dersey" find something
else to moan about ?
Are mouseholes in bread eatable ? Ask Ted !
Who is the originator of the saying : "It ain't what ? "
And can the police enlighten us ?
Has "Ethel" been fortunate at the Whist Drives of late, or is it
"Joe's" turn now?
Who was the married man who wrote home for money when he
required a weekend ? aud was his recent practice in " spudpeeling"
of any domestic use ?
Who was surprised to receive a letter ? and has a certain young
lady discovered his address ? Ask " Wally."
GEMS OF THOUGHT. (For H'.O.'s only).
" Live anil let live."
Cheerio ! until next month.
J.II.H.

Officers' Servants (Domestics).

During I he past month the Servants have been so busy that they
have only managed to play two matches, owing to " Weepon " train
ing and Buckshee parades.
The first match was with the Drums ; it was a splendid game,
although the Servants was by far a better team. We lost, the score
being 3 1.
Pte. Blencowe was selected to act as Referee, but in our opinion,
the Drums must have bribed him heavily. Bersey scored our only
goal from a cornerkick.
The second match, which caused a bit of a sensation, was against
the Employed, which resulted in an easy victory for us by beating them
62.

We tried to get the Command Central Ground for this important
match, but owing to it not being vacant we had to be content to play
on our own Ground, " The Brick Heap." The Employed put up a
splendid fight, but they were hopelessly outclassed by our splendid
play and combination. It was a grand game, and the spectators
remarked after the match that our forwards were pretty to watch,
especially the leftwing, who by the way, Cpl. Stocken was doing his
best to stop, but was beaten every time.
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Our goalscorers were:—Hancock, 2 ; Bryan, 24 and Hudd, II.
The idea of Bryan and Ilurid scoring half a goal each was because
they both declared they scored the goal as both kicked the ball at the
same moment.
Our Team was as follows :—Rhodes, Hammond, Scott, Knight,
Berscy, Toms, Hudd, Bryan, Young, Walters and Hancock.
(Signed) S.B.T.
THINGS WE

WANT TO KNOW.

When are married officers' servants going to do a parade ?
Have the " Corinthians Z" got the windup ?
Has hambone lost his appetite ?
When are the Privates going to have a Dance ?
Why do all the girls run after the " Sheik " in the Mess, and are
they blind ?
Who was it that told the lady cook in the Mess that she was un
fortunate when good " looks " were handed out ? Ask the Sheik.
(Signed) S.B.T.

" C " Company.
Owing to "A" and "B" Companies being on Company Training,
duties have been rather heavy, consequently not much has taken place.
Nevertheless, we managed to get together eleven men to represent us
against "A" and "D" Companies and "A" Group, "II.Q." "D"
Company enjoyed the beating of "C" very much, 1 am told, but they
deserved their "win, Pte. Goatley getting their five goals.
Good Luck, Goatley ! We hope you do the same against one of
the others.
Then against "A" Company, we lost I goals to 3. This match was
in the balance throughout the 90 minutes : anyway, they won, and
they will, we hope, accept our congratulations. Then we met the
battalion team, namely "A" Group, "II.Q." Rumours told us some
thing about a cribbage score, but after a great struggle, it did not
reach even a nap hand, We drew with four goals each.
Lately, Bayonet Fencing has secured a place in the Sports of the
Battalion. We have only fought one match, which we won by the odd
fight against "D" Company.
We all hope that L/Cpls: Acott and Man, and Ptes. Baker, Garratt
and Hollands did well on their Section Leaders' Course ; we shall be
ready to congratulate them when the result is published.
We offer our deepest sympathy to C.o.M.S. Taylor on his bereave
ment. It will be felt very much in the Battalion, for Mrs. Taylor
was always liked by everybody who knew her.
All the Company hopes that Cpl. Wickliam will do well at his mew
home, Chepstow, which, we understand, will be quite a good place
for him : we wish him the very best of luck.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is the new Officers' Mess Gardener, and how did he get back
his P.P. ?
When is THE BOY getting married ? Is lie " picing up " ?
Does an Officer's car get a salute, or the Private who is driving it?
Is it true that Spencc is training against rabbits on Cove Common ?
Who is the Light Heavy Weight Champion and did he go some
where on a motor cycle ?
What will "A" and "D" do with "A" Group ? ? ? ? ?
Is Ginger going to scrounge it much longer ?
Can AMY Moan ? ? ?
Did No. 10 Platoon convince No. 12 about a certain new stoppage ?
How far did some of our fellows run on the running parade ?
WORRAPS .

Football for this month lias been confined to one match with C
Company, as four were postponed owing to the state of the ground.
In the match with "C" Company we hustled them off their feet, for,
individually, they were a better team, but that is as far as they got,
individual displays of skill resulting in no goals. We beat them 50,
all goals being scored by Pte. Goatley. We are looking forward to
the other matches, and readers must expect plenty of football news in
next month's notes. Our halfback line is greatly improved by the
addition of an officer who believes that plenty of " hustle" makes up
for lack of skill in the game.
" The shades of night were falling fast, as"—Oh ! It is not the
shades that fall you mean ! What is that you said—LAMP SHADES .
Well, I think you had better ask Paddy about them, not worry me
when I am writing these notes. Perhaps they are in the suitease
that is tied to his bedcot. Still, if he is asked nicely they may find a
position somewhere near the globes.
When reading tlie Daily Mail of the 18th February, we were all
startled by the headlines : —
ATTACK ON SHANGHAI.
RAILWAY DISASTER.
GAS EXPLOSION,
ETC.
But it took more than that to upset the Company Correspondent,
and even the C.S.M. remained unmoved. The article in small print,
however, announcing "40 gallons of beer spoilt" had the desired
effect, a total collapse. By such are the sorrows of life made un
bearable.
All the men in a certain Section are asking for a transfer, the cause
being tiiat they had read the examination paper of their Section Com
mander, who staled that " as a man on active service pays for nothing "
lie would shoot him. Personally, I would prefer to be a parson, not a
soldier, in the next war.
Tlie Company lias not taken up training proper, but we begin it at
the end of March. At present we are "loafiiug" about Barracks,
the dutymen have plenty of spare time, as noted by that man who
went sick tlie other day, and was told that he would be inoculated.
He refused to be done iu the arm or leg, his excuse being that lie could
not do guards or R.S.M.'s parades (?), but told the M.O. : " I do not
get much time to sit down sir."
We are all anxious to hear from Pte. Cairnes, for a few notes from
China would be very welcome.

Machine Gun Platoon.
Wc have just finished firing
our M.G. Course on Ash Ranges, and
the average for the whole Platoon is 31107.
Congratulations to Cpl. Curtiss on coming out on top with the
splendid score of 551, and one that will want a lot of beating.
Pte. Solway takes over the Cup (Privates) with a score of 498, so
as soon as " Happy " hands it over, I hear he is going to fill it up.
Mr. Turner is once more back with the Platoon looking very fit.
Sergeants Sidwell and Wright are being taught all about the
mysteries of the Sun under Sgt. Pelley, before going to Nctheravou for
a course.
As regards sport, little has been clone owing to our firing.
A Bayonetfencing Competition was recently held, and was won
by No. 1 Section.
In the Harris Shield Football we have only played one game, and
this we won by 10 against "A" Company, but it must be admitted that
we were rather lucky.
We arc shortly playing the rest of our games and hope to finish well
up on the roll for our team is quite a good one.
Well, cheerio everybody ! until next month.
CRANK HANDLE.

" D " Company.
r was told the other day that the inside of a sausage was thebest
part, so taking that tip, I will endeavour to make these notes represent
the interior of that article, although this month, as far as Company
Notes are concerned, it is hard to find anything about which to write.
I did think of writing about the " unclean window," but, after careful
consideration I have decided that it is too dirty.
Our Boxing men, Ptes. Barr and Jones, "have again represented
the Battalion on two occasions and have been shewing great form
and deserve to be congratulated on their performances. I shall not
write any more about this, as the Battalion Correspondent will think
I am filching his material, and Fred. Tovee will want to know " What
the II— do you know about it ? " We all wonder what their trade is
in civilian life. Is it greengrocery, and do they specialize in " cauli
llowers " ?
I liave heard, and this comes straight from the " Chef, of No. 14
Platoon" (who is also an expert on the China question) that No. 14
Platoon has taken up community singing, and Paddy is presumed to
be their leader. Also that "Peggy" was greatly disappointed
on Shrove Tuesday, for he was asking for his pancakes, and to add to
his sorrow they were brought up in a tin, labelled " Spratts." A proper
" Dog's life," isn't it ?

Iu the luterCompany Bayonet Fencing we were unfortunate iu
losing against "C" Company by 54. This was very creditable, con
sidering that this form of sport is not part of a man's training now and
therefore they cannot use tlie rifle as a fencing material; the sack
and stick has taught them different methods.
The "Domestics" are greatly upset. We believe that "Day
light " has upset them, or they have upset " Daylight" ; it is a very
doubtful question, but, both sides will agree when the new issue of
" Maids' Caps " are given for use on coal fatigue.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How many goldfish can exist in one cubic foot of water ?
Was Sherlock caught napping by the cat burglar ?
Who is the N.C.O. who sleeps with his eyes open ? (Ask V.B.)
Is Hudgell buying a new suit of plain clothes ?
Does our Platoon Sergeant favour " Extras" ?
Is he really a " marksman'' ?
How did the " attached " manage it ?
Did "Happy" look "happy" between the shafts of the E.G.
limber ?
Will Garstaug ever be a " Bung'' ?
Is John really in " love" and how long will it last ?
Is he inviting the Platoon to his wedding ?
Is Vic. at last getting a shake on ?
 Does he sing " Watchman, what of the first night" ?
Has Tommy b ecu crossed in love ?
Ask the Gloucesters at Portland.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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Depot Boxing Team.
Winners of the Eastern Command InterDepot Challenge Cup.

T

^^

HE eagerly looked
forward to Inter
Depot Boxing Tourna
ment, for all Depots in
the Eastern Command
is now over, leaving us
in proud possession of
the cup awarded to the
winning team.
The
Depot team emerged
from the preliminary
round victorious, but

the team had to learn
a great deal and to
put in some really hard work if they wished
to win. Thanks to the great kindness of Major
N. I. Whitty and our friends the Queen's Own
at Maidstone, the services of that famous
champion, ExSergeant Baker, were put at
our disposal and during the short peciod
between the preliminary round and the finals
he worked wonders with the team. Thanks
must be given to the officers who so willingly
helped towards the successful result of the
tournament by taking the team to and fro
from Maidstone each evening in their cars.

A more practised pen than the present writer's
has described the actual bouts, an account of
which is included in these notes.
Whilst on the subject of boxing our thanks
must he made to Lieut.Colonel Bradley
Dyne for so generously presenting to the Depot
the colours worn by Tom Sayers in his great
fight against Heenan at Faruborough in I860.
Interest is added to the possession of these
colours due to the fact that they were
purchased by the donor's father, who was
actually present at the fight which took place
within a few hundred yards of the spot where
the 2nd Battalion is now quartered.
The Area Commander, MajorGeneral Sir
Henry Hodson, accompanied by Lieut.Colonel
H. R. G. Stevens, payed the Depot a short
visit on 22nd February. It is sad to think
that he will be giving up his post so soon as
June 1st, and it is very much hoped that he
may be able to come and see us again before
he leaves for good.
The Depot Staff has recently undergone
a good many changes and yet another one is
impending in the departure of Captain N. D.
Rice who sails on 20th April to join the
Nigerian Regiment. We wish him the best
of good fortune and feel glad that he will not
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be entirely amongst strangers in Nigeria as
he is being accompanied by Lieutenant D. S.
Lister, M.C., and will no doubt come across
a few of the several officers of the Regiment
who are serving in that part of the world.
CompanySergeantMajor Jones has left
us for a Vocational Course and is succeeded
by CompanySergeantMajor Howard of the
2nd Battalion who has arrived at an
exceptionally busy time with seven squads
formed and the prospect of an eighth in the
near future.
We have been glad to have been able to
run a couple of courses for Officers and
N.C.O.'s of the 4tli Battalion recently and
hope we may have the opportunity of seeing
still more of our Territorial representatives.
It is a great pleasure for us to have 2/Lieut.
R. J. Cheney here again for two or three
weeks.
The East Kent Hunt has been going very
strong recently and there have been some
really remarkable hunts, especially in the
Vale. The run from Smeeth on February
19th will long be remembered by those who
were there. On this occasion hounds were
hunting continuously for two and a half hours
and a very great deal of country was covered,
though the actual point has not been
ascertained. Unfortunately, good sport and
heavy going have taken their toll of horses
and the Depot will be unrepresented in the
Regimental Race, at the South Berks, meeting
on March 23rd. It is hoped, however, that
with luck an entry may be produced for the
East Kent PointtoPoint later on in April.
We have had a number of visitors to the
Depot recently. The Inspector of Physical
Training, Colonel C. E. Heathcote and Lieut.
Colonel R. V. Cowev, Senior Medical Officer
for Recruiting in the London District, very
kindly came down to referee the boxing on
March 10th. Captain WandTetley officiated
also. Present also that evening was Captain
J. A. Pittock, now serving in the York and
Lancaster Regiment, the transport officer of
the 5th Battalion in Mesopotamia during the
war. We hope to see him here again before
he completes his course at Hvthe. Captain
Hamilton and Lieutenant Lister also came
over from Aldershot for the boxing. We
trust this will not be the last visit of the latter
before departing for West Africa.
Sergeants' Mess.
During the past month Sergeants Emery and
Maplesden have left us on being reposted to the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot, and we wish them the very
best of luck. We also have to welcome Sgt. Smith
and L/Sgt. Page who have been posted here for a tour
of duty.
The result of the Whist Drive held on 15th
February was as follows :—

Ladies: 1st prize ...
2nd ,,
...
,,
last
...
Gents. : 1st ,,
...
,,
2nd
...
last
...

...
...
...
...

...
...

...

Mrs. Nash
Mrs. Fletcher
... Mrs. Sidwell
L/Sgt. Maplesden
... Mrs. Martin
...
Mr. Nash

LUCKY PRIZES :—

Mr. Crouch and L/Sgt. Bromley. Each lady also
had a lucky dip.
In a Solane Range Competition (handicapped) held
on 24th February the Sergeants' Mess "A" and "B"
Teams unfortunately failed to repeat their previous
performance of securing the 1st aud 2nd prizes, but
R.Q.M.S. Ings, Sgt. Shorter and L/Sgt. Bromley each
managed to get pool .bulls, whilst the R.Q.M.S. also
won a sealed number prize.
On the same evening the members of the Cork Club
gathered together for a convivial evening in the Mess.
A series of games were indulged in, an interval being
called for supper, which was tastefully provided under
the supervision of Mr. Follett.
The R.S.M. having suggested that the members of
the Cork Club should form a " Vat " it was
unanimously decided that everyone present who was
not already a " Frothblower " should enrol forthwith.
Hence another sphere of activity comes into being in
the Depot Sergeants' Mess, thus providing further
scope for collecting notes for The Dragon.
Two prizes offered for the highest scores obtained in
the tenminute billiards were won by Mr. Smith (R.E.)
and Sgt.Cook Rowe, each of whom scored 46, whilst
L/Sgt. Marsh took the prize awarded for the highest
break (22) and L/Sgt. Bromley won the lucky number
prize.
Congratulations to L/Sgt. and Mrs. Bromley on the
birth of twins (Edward Arthur and Percy Richard)
at Canterbury on 28th February.
At the Wliist Drive held on 1st March, the prizes
went to :—
Ladies : 1st prize ...
...
...
Mrs. Nash
2nd ,,
...
...
... Mrs. Sidwell
,,
last
...
...
... Mrs. Dance
Gents. : 1st prize ...
...
Mr. Westgate
2nd ,,
...
...
...Mr. Plolloway
last
...
...
... Sgt. Shorter
LUCKY PRIZES :—

Mrs. Keegan, Mrs. Ongley, Mrs. J ames, Mrs.
Martins, Mrs. Dance, Mr. Crouch and R.S.M. Potter.
The above Whist Drive was the last to be held for
this season.
The following are the seinifinalists in the George
Porter Billiard Handicap Cup Competition :—
C.Q.M.S. Coaster v. L/Sgt. Marsh.
Sgt. Ross, M.M., v. Mr. Tutt.
We tender our sineerest sympathy to C.Q.M.S.
Taylor, 2nd Battalion, on the sad death of his wife.
Corporals' Mess.
Wc arc now holding Whist Drives every Monday and have a very
good attendance. Our wireless set lias been installed and we have
had some very interesting programmes. The set is at present out of
action, but we hope to have it back shortly.
As time goes 011 our room gets more and more comfortable.
Besides our gramaphone and wireless set we have now commenced
to collect a " Library."
Captain N. D. Rice has kindly presented us with a large number of
interesting aud useful books to commence with.
We are indeed grateful to him for his kind thought 011 our behalf,
and would welcome any gift from anyone who may have spare books
that they no longer need.
Tlie Trained Men very kindly entertained us to a Dart Match (which
they won) on Tuesday, 8tli March and we intend returning the com
pliment in the near future.
There is not a great deal of news this month and 110 " unusual
occurrence " to report.
L.C.C.
FOOTBALL.
The Football Team played the Recruits 011 March 5th and won two
goals to nil.
The weather was very bad and under the circumstances both teams
played a good game. Scorers :—L/Cpl. Kemsley, Cpl. Wade.
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Trained Men's Notes.

Here we are again, with Spring very near at hand, and our thoughts
are turned towards the Summer's Sports. Naturally our first
is
Cricket which will soon take its place on the pedestal, leaving " King
Football" out of all minds for a few months.
The Trained Men are hoping to put up a good performance this
year as last, if not a great deal better. With our additions of people
who have joined us during the wiyler we should be in possession of
some dark horses.
We are sorry to remark that, owing to the lack of Wliist Drive
players amongst the Trained Men, plus a few conscientious objectors,
we have had to abandon the Fortnightly Whist Drives. The Corporals
now run a Drive each week and have kindly allowed any Trained Men
who like playing Whist to attend. We wisli them every success as
they deserve it for the efficient manner in which they have run their
Drives. Up to the present I do not think they have ever had
an attendance below fifty, they have averaged about fifteen tables a
week, which is very good indeed.
We welcome into tlie circle of the renowned forty, Privates Holliday
and Miles, who joined us on the 21st of last month. They were not
very long in the Depot before they were initiated into the mysteries
of the Trained Men's Farthing Club, which is going very strong. The
members are happily looking forward to prospects of an A.l. outing
in the Summer ; some have visions of Venice, and Spain, but the
majority are looking to a real bit of English countryside, plus a few old
fashioned taverns, with largesized vats of the O.A.F.B. in which some
members would, without doubt, obtain the degree of anything from a
FrothBlower to Hurricane or a Typlion.
Privates Game aud Goodsell arc at present enjoying leave pending
repostiug to the 2nd Battalion ; we wish them the best.
On the 8tli a Dart Match was held in the Corporals' Mess between
the Corporals and Trained Men. We made amends for our defeat of
the previous occasion by winning six goals to three. A very enjoyable
evening was spent; Drummer Simpson aud E/Cpl. Chapman giving
us some classical harmony, while Chapman dictated, Simpson rattled
(I apologise, played I meant) off the required on his cornet. The
remnants of the gathering were dispersed into the cold and weary
world about 10 p.m., by the D.O.S. who was waiting to close the Mess.
The games were as follows :—
Pte. Laker beat L/Cpl. Kemsley ; Pte. Eley beat Cpl. Knight;
Pte. Allen beat L/Cpl. Kemp ; Pte. Wise beat L/Cpl. Pitch ; Pte.
Bailey beat I,/Cpl. Watts ; Pte. Daw beat Cpl. Drake, L/Cpl. Chap
man beat Pte. Smith ; Cpl. Wade beat Drm. Kennedy ; Cpl. Payne
beat Pte. Diplock.
On Wednesday, 9th, a Billiard Match was arranged between
Drm. Simpson and Pte. Asliton, who are likely representatives offthe
Depot for Army Billiards. Tlie game was 50 which was played on the
Sergeants' Mess table, thereby giving both an equal chance iu playing
on a neutral table. Pte. Asliton won the game by a close margin of
18. We may mention that these two are regular opponents and very
often arrange matches between themselves.
The curtain will have to drop and put Finis to this mouth's notes
as several of the Trained Men are simply bursting to rake up some witty
remarks and phrases for " The things we want to know " column,
while others are pondering over the pages of the Sporting Life, looking
for the winners of the Grand National and Lincoln.
A.H.D.S.

Boxing.
Army Inter Unit Team Championship.
TITHE 2nd Battalion is to be heartily congratulated
1
on reaching the semiFinal of the Army Team
Championship this year. Every year the standard of
boxing is improving iu the Battalion and there is no
reason why, next year, they should not win the Army
Championship, especially if the numbers of " other
ranks " in the team is increased from eight to twelve
as is rumoured. The battalion team is nothing if not
versatile. Whenever any regular member of the team
has been damaged or sick, another man nearly, if not
quite, as good, has come forward to take his place.
Take the case of Pte. Hudd for instance, who, this year,
has boxed Bantam, Feather and Welter for the
Battalion, and would have boxed Heavyweight if he
had been asked to ! Fred Tovee has again had charge
of the team and as usual, his efforts and the results
obtained are beyond praise.
We sincerely hope that he may yet realise his
ambition and train The Buffs' team that wins the Army
Championship.
There are a heap of really promising boxers coming
along from the Depot—(there must be or they could
never have won the Eastern Command InterDepot
Championship !) and they will find every encourage
ment to keep up their boxing in the Battalion.

RESULTS.

In the first round of the Competition we beat the
Royal Ulster Rifles by 17 points to 12, the results
being as follows :—
BANTAM.—Pte. Hudd was beaten on points by Rfn.
Crupples.
FEATHER.—Sgt. Beal k.o. Rfn. McDowell iu first round.
LIGHT.—L/Cpl. Bell (Buffs) beat L/Cpl. Weir on points.
WELTER.—Cpl. Bowman k.o. Rfn. Powers in first
round.
WELTER.—Cpl. Foad k.o. Rfn. Minnis in the second
round.
MIDDLE.—Pte. Barr lost to L/Cpl. West in the first
round.
CRUISER.—Pte. Ethridge lost to L/Cpl. Elwood on
points.
At this point the scores made it impossible for the
Ulster Rifles to win, so they accordingly withdrew
the remainder of their competitors, with the result
that Pte. Maslin (Heavy), Capt. N. D. Rice (Welter),
Lieut. W. G. Cass (Middle) and Lieut. D. S. Lister
(Heavy) all received a " walkover."
2ND ROUND.

Our next encounter was against the 1st Battalion
The Scots. Guards, whom we beat somewhat easily.
The Guardsmen were unable to produce anyone small
enough to make the bantam limit and with their
" Feather" two pounds overweight, we received
" walkovers " in the first
two fights.
Sgt. Beal
quickly won the Light weights, and with Cpl.
Bowman knocking his man out in the Welters. Pte.
Maslin winning the Heavies and Lieut. Cass the
Middles, the match was again won before the other
officers' events took place and Capt. Rice and Lieut.
Lister received a " walkover." This was not at all
to their liking, however, and it was agreed that in the
third round—against the R.A.S.C.—whatever the
result, every fight should take place.
3RD ROUND.

In this match we only lost one fight—the first
of
the evening—in which Pte. Jones lost by the narrowest
of margins to Pte. Needliam, an old Army boxer. The
other results were :—
FEATHER.—Pte. Hudd k.o. Drvr. St. John in the first
round.
LIGHT.—Sgt. Beal beat Sgt. Hopkins on points.
WELTER.—Cpl. Bowman beat Pte. Troy on points.
WELTER.—cpl. Foad beat L/Cpl. Bundy on points.
MIDDLE.—Pte. Barr k.o. Drvr. Vaughan in second
round.
CRUISER.—Cpl. Martin k.o. Pte. Warr in the first round.
HEAVY.—Pte. Maslin beat Pte. Widdows on points.
OFFICERS' WELTER.—Capt. N. D. Rice k.o. Lieut.
Mayell iu second round.
Lieut. W. G. Cass k.o. Lieut. Mullington in
first round.
Lieut. Airey beat Lieut. Porteous oil points.
MILITARY APPOINTMENTS.

The following appointments are announced by the
War Office :—
Colonel E. F. Twist, to be Officer Commanding
tlie Cavalry Record and Pay Office, in succession to
Colonel J. J. Richardson, D.S.O. (1st June, 1927).
REGIMENTAL SIGNALLING COURSE.

The next Regimental Signalling Course for Officers
and Noncommissioned Officers will begin at the School
of Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorkshire, on 28th April.
The provisional allotment of vacancies for the course
gives 20 to officers and 60 to noncommissioned officers,
of the various Commands at home, the British Army of
the Rhine, Egypt, Gibraltar and Malta.
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UR
boxing
team,
which went up to
London on 19th February
to compete in the divisional
finals did fairly well. We
had four men in the finals,
but only L/Cpl. l'ascall
managed to win his bout.
He thus qualified to go
up for the Territorial Army
Finals, which were also
held in London, on 10th
March, but he was un
fortunate to get knocked
out in the first round by
the champion for the last
four years. We did better, however, at Dover,
on 22nd February, where we retained the
cup for the best local Territorial Team.
A very enjoyable dinner was attended at
Heme Bay on lltli March. This was a very
cheery and well organized show. Our old
friend, Mr. George Curzons, had much to do
with the success of the evening. More recruits
are, however, wanted in Heme Bay, and with
the local cooperation wdiich was promised at
the Dinner, we ought to get them.
A most successful Tactical weekend was
spent at Ramsgate on the 19tli and 20th
March. Some 20 officers and 180 other ranks
turned up amongst them ; one we are always
delighted to see, exC.S.M. Barron ! All
arrangements, thanks to the cooperation of
the Quartermaster's Staff, went without a
hitch. We were blessed with a beautiful day
and the exercise proved instructive and
successful in every way.
We now have to look forward to our
(Heme Bay) team competing in the Brigade
Miniature Range competition at Tunbridge
Wells next Sunday, to Easter Musketry and
to camp—and to look back on a departed
country about which " least said, soonest
mended."
W.H.D.
" A " Company.
MARGATE DETACHMENT.
We are somewhat chagrined at the news that the Bounty is to be
discontinued, but we hope it will have the effect of drawing to our
ranks, young fellows who are keen to serve their country as citizen
soldiers.
We in Margate intend to make our Recreation Club an attraction
and hope we may get recruits iu this way.
In spite of the fact that in last month's issue we were told that we
were not doing enough musketry, one night each week is entirely
devoted to this, and the men are doing their utmost to become more
proficient in their shooting this year. Individual instruction is also
given to bad shots.
The men are constantly practiced in loading, aiming, trigger press
ing and firing, and in addition, firing 011 the Miniature Range. As
regards our shooting, we are open to challenge any Detachment in the
Battalion.

Battalion.
" MARGATE MUST BE FIRST."
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it true that Sgt. Woodland after carefully examining the penny
he won from the Skipper, to see if it was a good one, generously made a
donation to the Dart Club, whiclrlias placed it 011 a souud footing.
HERNE BAY DETACHMENT.
The Annual Dinner of the Heme Bay Detachment took place at the
Pier Hotel, Herne Bay, 011 March lltli, when an excellent dinner was
served under the Chairmanship of Mr. George, Cursons, M.B.E., J.P.
Among those present were :—Captain B. E HammondDavies, M.C.,
Captain C. S. F. Witts, Captain II. F, Whitfield, Lieut. D. I'. Iggulden,
Mr. G. II. Beetenson (Clerk to the Herne Bay District Council) and
other local Town Officials, R.Q.M.S. Arnold, Sgt.Major Johnson,
Sergeants Marshall, and Hayward, Corporal Boswell, together with
twelve memtjers of the Detachment. Mr. F. R. J. Cox, the energetic
Secretary of tlie local Territorial Recruiting Committee, sent out a
printed invitation, inviting each Herne Bay Buff to bring a male guest
to Dinner free of charge, and although dinner was ordered in anticipa
tion of fifteen guests it is to say the least of it, very sad to have to relate
that not a single noncommissioned officer or man brought a guest.
After dinner a most enjoyable time was spent in Community Singing.
On Sunday last, in spite of a bitter northeast wind, one officer
and fortytwo other ranks journeyed from Ramsgate, one officer and
twenty other ranks from Margate and eighteen other ranks from
Sandwich, arrived at Herne Bay shortly after nine o'clock to support
the Herne Bay Detachment at a Concentration Route March and
Church Parade at the Heme Bay Parish Church. Service was attended
by the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council, who
afterwards entertained all ranks to an excellent lunch and Buff
coloured liquid refreshment in bottled form. The Ramsgate Detach
ment Bugle Band, under Corporal Mantle, was in excellent form,
solos being played by Bugler Garwood 011 a silver bugle. A small
detachment from Whitstable very sportingly cycled over to attend
the Parade. (The few Margate and Ramsgate absentees should note
this). Captain Witts desires to thank the Heme Bay Civic Authorities
for their kind hospitality aud the Vicar of Heme Bay for his appeal
from the pulpit for recruits for the citizen army.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What made the Quartermaster dance ?
Why no birds were seen in Herne Bay ?
(Was it on account of the Bugle Band ?)
How many men availed themselves of the kind offer of the
Authorities to go on Heme Bay Tier free of charge ? (N.E. gale
blowing).
How many postcards the Skipper sends out in a year ?

" B " Company.
I am afraid my notes for March are rather short; still, I am pleased
to say all ranks are showing keenness in the indoor training. Pte.
Frost and Pte. Ravensdalc are proceeding to Woolwich 011 the 14th
instant for a fourteen days' course in horse transport duties. They
are both very keen territorial soldiers aud we all wish them the very
best of luck. I am sure that they will give a good account of themselves
whilst 011 their course. I also hear that our C.Q.M.S. will shortly be
proceeding to our Regimental Pay Office, Ilounslow, on a course of
Pay Duties. I am sure it will be beneficial to him and we wish him the
best of luck. Our very best thanks arc due to all those N.C.O.'s and
men who have just recently reengaged for further periods, thus show
ing their keenness iu remaining with us and thereby helping to keep up
our Battalion strength. We do earnestly ask each of our members
to endeavour to bring in one recruit each. That is not asking much.
No stone will be left unturned to keep everybody interested in the work
of the Territorial Army.
Our monthly miniature range competitions are still going strong.
We all congratidate Cpl. Davis on being the winner of the silver spoon
for the month of February with a score of 3z. Practice makes perfect.
Cpl. Davis won the wooden spoon. We all hope he will be able, with
continual practice, to keep up his good scores. The wooden spoon
was won by Pte. Frost. Still, do not lose heart, Jim ; without doubt
you will be rewarded shortly. Remember the three golden rules in
aiming.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why is it that Old Bill does not come and have a shot on the range
during our monthly spoon shoot. Once bit, twice shy. Ask Old Bill.
Our Detachments wish to offer C.Q.M.S. Taylor our very deepest
sympathy in the loss of his wife.
THE BUSY BEE.
WHITSTABLE DETACHMENT.
The local Territorials spent a very enjoyable evening at the Drill
Hall on Wednesday. The occasion was the holding of the annual
smoking concert and distribution of prizes. Colonel Burns, the com
manding officer of the 4th Buffs, and other officers honoured the local
detachment with their presence and there was a large number of local
residents present to encourage Mr. Turner and his men.
The artistes who contributed to the very enjoyable programme
were : Miss P. Turner (songs and duet), Miss N. Turner (songs), Mr. W.
Burden (songs), Mr. Charlton (marionettes), Mr. Smith (songs), Mr.
Moore (songs), Cpl. Watkius, 4tli Buffs (mouologue), and Wilson's
Jazz Band.
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Above is a photo of the SpecialjSection of " A " Company, 4th Buffs, mobilized on the 28th July and sent
to guard the Wireless Station in Tlianet 1914, and were about tlie first Troops in England actually mobilized
for the Great War. (Extreme left and right
of picture Sergt Marsh and Corporal Hammon still serving
with "A" Coy. 4th Buffs). The Post was established by Lieut. Witts.
Lieutenant Turner presided and was supported by Colonel Burns,
the commanding officer of the 4tli Buffs, Major Dean, V.C. and Captain
and Adjutant HamiriondDavies.
In an interval in the musical programme the Chairman expressed
the pleasure it was to see Colonel Burns there that evening and also
the visitors who had turned up in such a good number. Owing to the
generosity of certain residents of Whitstable next year there would be
a trophy" presented. He supposed it would be for shooting, and 110
doubt there would be a similar number of prizes as they had this year.
It was all very well to have prizes, b ut they wanted tlie men to compete
for them and he was sorry to say they had only twentysix Territorials
in Whitstab.le. (Shame). They wanted at least fifty.
He dared say
there were 2'0t) or 300 young men in Whitstable eligible for the
Territorials, so he did not think he was asking too much when he said
they expected twentyfive out of that 2*00 or 300. He was wondering
whether there were any of the twentyfive he wanted within the walls
of that building. There might be some who after seeing them might
like to join them. He hoped there were. (Applause).
Colonel Burns, in addressing the assembly, said it was with a great
deal of pleasure that he came to Whitstable. Mr. Turner had said 110
doubt he would talk to them about recruiting. That was an ever
lasting subject and of course they were always trying to get recruits,
although fortunately in that battalion they were just over 600 strong
and their establishment was 636. This lime last year they were up
to strength and therefore today they wanted a few more. No doubt
they expected him to talk to them about the bounty question which
had" been sprung 011 them recently. He was sorry that he did not
know any more about that than they did. It came as a complete
surprise to everybody. Everything was being done that could be
done by people interested iu the Territorial Army aud he could not
say more oil that at the moment, except that tlicy must face it. The
opportunity was given for men in the last year of their enlistment to
reengage for four years if tlicy liked and recruits were taken 011 at
the old bounty rate to the cud of February. What the effect would
be in the future he could not say, but lie preferred to put that 011 one
side for the moment because it was possible tlicy had not heard the
last word about it. What they had got to look to was the present,
aud the 4tli Buffs was a jolly fine battalion. They must hold what
they had for the present and continue to put up the same good show
that they had put up iu the past. They were beginning to think about
their camp aud things like that. As they knew they were going into
camp in June this year and the whole brigade was going to Colchester
aud lie was sure they would get the best sort of trainiug. He knew
they were all out to make that camp a very interesting and memorable
one and lie hoped they would have a very strong muster. Mr. Turner
said he estimated there were about 300 young fellows in Whitstable

who were not in the Territorial Army and he wanted twentyfive more
than he had got. He (Colonel Burns) did not know local conditions ;
it was obvious they had not as many men as they would like, but the
fact that so many friends had come to support Mr. Turner that evening
showed that a great deal of local interest was taken in the 4th Buffs.
(Applause). The Territorial Army depended entirely on the sympathy
of the inhabitants of the districts in which the detachments were raised.
It was essentially the national army and he did not want anyone to
lose sight of that fact. They recruited their men in the areas in which
they lived aud the Officers, N.C.O.'s and men were all together in this
own place. They all knew one another and trusted one another and
they were rather unique in that respect. He favoured the local
patriotism and he did not think that spirit could be too much stressed
and worked upon. It was always a pleasure to him to attend any
meeting in "B" Company because it was the strongest company of the
Battalion and the company was particularly happy not only iu its
commanding officer but iu its subalterns. Since the last meeting of
the company a very happy thing had taken place because in the New
Year's honours list the name of Captain Dean appeared with promotion
to Brevet Major. (Applause), lie took that opportunity of con
gratulating Major Dean and the Company on that welldeserved
honour. It was most gratifying to them all to know that such a
gallant officer's services had been recognised. (Applause). The
Colonel congratulated tlie Whitstable detachment and the whole of
"B" Company 011 the good result of their last year's training. It
was a great disappointment that their annual training, which was to
have been iu the Isle of Wight, was cancelled, but it was 110 good look
ing back 011 that.
They wanted to look to the future aud he looked
confidently to the future. Let them keep a stout heart and a stiff
upper lip and make the same jolly good show of that Battalion that
they had done in the past. (Applause).
Colonel Burns then presented the prizes to tlie winners as follows :—
Miniature Range Competition.—1, LanceSergeant Crouclier,
watcli; 2, Pte. Shew, smoking companion ; 3, Pte. Rowden, tie.
Lewis Gun Annual Musketry.—1, Pte. Rigdeu, G. N., set of spoons ;
2, L/Cpl. Hadler, voucher 10s. 6d.; 3, Pte. Stroud, Ukelele.
Recruits' Musketry Course, highest score.—1, Pte. Ackling,
cigarette case.
Best Dressed Man.—1, Pte. Rowden, parcel of grocery ; 2, Pte.
Shew, joint meat voucher.
Drill Attendance.— 1, L/Sgt. Crouclier, bottle port ; 2, Pte.
Ackling, bottle sherry ; 3, Pte. Mayers, mouth's pass to pictures.
Riile Drill.—1, Pte. Foreman, grocery; 2, L/Cpl. Hadler, bottle
port ; 3, Pte. S. A. Rigdeu, pair of slippers.
Athletes prize.—1, Cpl. Watkins, grocery ; 2, Pte. A. Dengate,
cake ; 3, Pte. A. Wood, joint voucher.
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Annual Musketry Course, Part 1.—1, Cpl. Watkins, clock; 2,
^L/Cpl. F. Ball, joint vouclier.
Monthly Miniature Range.—L/Sgt. Crouclier, January; Pte.
Ackling, February.
The donors of the prizes were the following:—Mr. Tooley, 1 bottle
port, 1 bottle sherry ; From a Friend, 1 bottle of port; Mr. Cox,
High Street, case of spoons ; Messrs. Fletcher, joint of meat; Mr
Greensted, joint of meat; Mr. Smith, Baker, cake; Mr. Newell,
smoker's cabinet; Mr. Rose, cigarette case ; World's Stores, grocery ;
Mr. Foreman, High Street, walking stick ; air. Daly, grocer, voucher
value 5s.; air. Skinner, tic value 2s. 6d.; Favershaiu Cooperative
Society, parcel of grocery; air. Roylance, ukclele ; aiessrs. Ridout,
clock; air. Chinnick, pass for one month ; air. A. Collar, voucher,
10s. 6d. ; air. W. Holdeu, watch, 10s. 6d.; air. H. Hadler, joint of
meat; air. Slioll, pair of slippers ; air. Dawkings, cake ; air. Cox,
Westgate Terrace, loan of llags.
BRIGADE BOXING TOURNAMENT, DOVER.
On Tuesday and Wednesday, 22nd aud 23rd February, the Brigade
Boxing Tournament took place at our Drill Hall at Dover.
Two magnificent Cups were competed for ; one given by the
Townspeople of Dover for competition between the Regular Units in
Dover and the other for competition between Territorial Units in
Dover.
The pomts were as follows :—
DOVER TOWN CHALLENGE CUP.
Points.
1st Lancashire Fusiliers (Holders)
35
2nd Battalion Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment
28
1st K.O.Y.L.1
24
1st Queen's Royal Regiment
14
DOVER GARRISON CHALLENGE CUP FOR T.A. UNITS.
"D" Company 4th Battalion The Buffs (Holders)
...
5
Cinque Ports Royal Engineers
...
4
(168tli Heavy Battery R.A. and 233rd Field Battery R.A. did not
enter a team).
The individual results for tlie Dover Garrison Challenge Cup for
T.A. Units were as follows : —
LIGHTWEIGHTS.
L/Cpl. W. J. Pascall, The Buffs beat Sapper McCarthy, C.P.lt.E.'s.
This fight only lasted for part of one round, L/Cpl. Pascall decidedly
outclassing McCarthy, the referee stopping the fight to avoid McCarthy
suffering any further unnecessary punishment at Pascall's hands.
WEI.TER WEIGHTS.
Pte. R. J. Hadden, The Buffs beat Sapper Hartley, C.P.R.E.'s,
on points.
.
, . ,,
,
, , , ,
Very little scientific boxing was witnessed m tins contest, but what
both competitors lacked iu skill they made up for iu determination.
BANTAMWEIGHTS.
Sapper Phillips, C.P.R.E.'s beat Drm. F. Pascall, The Buffs, on
points.^
was exceptionally wellcontested both men fighting
cleanly and with no small amount of science. There was little to
choose between Phillips and Pascall, the former hitting hard and the
latter, if anything, showing superior work in the ring and better
aggression. Phillips presumably obtaining the verdict in the third
round. Pascall shows great promise, and when he has had a little
more experience of emulating his elder brother, L/Cpl. Pascall, we can
confidently predict great things of him in the very near future.
The Officer i/c Boxing would like to take this opportunity of publicly
thanking Sgt.Drummer Tripp, Messrs. Dent and G. Pascall for the
good services they have voluntarily rendered our Boxing Team tiiis
year by their untiring efforts both iu training and seconding.
Finals :—L/Cpl. Pascall, The Buffs beat Pte. Coimisbee, 9tli Middle
sex, on points.
This contest was possibly tlie best fight of the evening, Pascall's
stamina proving a valuable asset to him, As in the seiniiinal, this
contest was a "very hardhitting one, but Pascall was obviously the
better mail hi the third, gaining several points in rapid succession.
FEATHERWEIGHTS.
Semi-finals:—Pte. Marsh, The Buffs beat Cpl. Sellis, 44th Division
Royal Engineers, the referee disqualifying Sellis for holding.
Finals :—Pte. Laddell, 5th East Surrey knocked out Pte. Marsh,
The Buffs.
BANTAMWEIGHTS.
Semi-finals.—Gur. Liddicott, 98th Brigade Royal Artillery beat
Dinr. Pascall, the Buffs.
Finals .—Liddicott knocked out Dinr. McDonald, 44th Division
R.E.
FLYWEIGHTS.
Semi-finalsGur. Bozeat, 58th Field Brigade Royal Artillery
beat Pte. Finn, The Buffs, on points.
This was a wellcontested fight, both competitors going all out to
win.
Finals:—Gnr. Bozeat, 58th Field Brigade Royal Artillery beat
Dinr. Seale, 5th East Surrey, on points.

At the conclusion of the Tournament, the Cups were presented to
winners and runuersup by MajorGeneral Sir Henry W. Hodgson,
K.C.M.G., C.B., C.V.O., Commanding 44th (Home Counties) Division,
who congratulated all the competitors on the excellent aud sporting
way in which they had either given or taken defeat.
We should like to heartily congratulate L/Cpl. W. J. Pascall on
winning the 44th Divisional Lightweight Championship and so qualify
ing to compete in that weight at the Territorial Army Championships,
which, it is understood, will be held at The Stadium, London, on 8th and
9tli March. The Battalion will, we feel sure, wish him every success.

" C " Company.
The " Bounty Bombshell" has eclipsed all other events in the
Territorial world during the last few weeks. That it is a severe blow
is undeniable, but it is not for the contributor of Company Notes to add
to the pages of criticism already written in the Press and ventilated in
many places.
One salient fact emerges from it all as far as we are concerned and
that is that whatever our personal opinions may be, the Battalion
as a whole, and the Weald Company in particular, must not be allowed
to decline in numbers or efficiency in spite of this setback.
Patriotism and "esprit de corps" must be considered before
pockets, and with the fine traditions wc have behind us this should not
be difficult.
As a result of intensive recruiting during the few days " grace"
at the end of February, the strength of this Company was brought
up to 105—a "record" for some years. Posters, postcards and
petrol each played a large part in attaining this figure, and even more
so, personal persuasion.
The Monthly Company Parade was held at Cranbrook oil February
23rd and the attendance was much better than at the previous one.
Great keenness was shown by all ranks and some very useful work
was done.
LanccCorporals Gadd, Fletcher and Davis have recently returned
from a W.T. Course at the Depot, where they apparently ably upheld
the reputation of the Battalion and learnt a great deal.
Their Sections should benefit greatly by their instruction. The
glory of Sgt. Dennis's motorcycle was shortlived. A push home for
four miles on a dark winter's night is damping both physically and
morally.
The Company has recently been presented with a very handsome
Shield by Sir Charles Jessel. This was originally presented by him in
1914 for rifle shooting in the 5th Battalion aud was won iu that year by
"B" (Hawkliurst) Company.
Since then it has been in the possession of Major IJ. Clarke who
commanded that Company at the outbreak of war, and it is owing to
his kind suggestion to Sir Charles Jessel that we have now become
the owners of the Shield.
It is proposed to allot this for an InterPlatoon Lewis Gun Com
petition. The Platoon obtaining tlie highest total score in the Annual
Course to hold the Shield for a year.
Major Robson's Cup for the most efficient man in No. 10 Platoon
lias also been received and is a very handsome one.
On March 11th, a team of six representing this Company shot
against the Cranbrook Division Police at Cranbrook. The Police
won by 395 points to 278.
It is only fair to say that tlie winners had the advantage ol' peep
sights, slings, and oilier " gadgets 1"
The deciding factor, however, was a practice at a peculiar target
provided by the Police consisting of five very black bullseyes on a white
background.
As a test of sobriety for reckless motorists this might be excellent,
but as a target it was perplexing to say the least of it.
p.C. Couchman obtained the highest score for the Police
and C.Q.M.S. Nash for the Company.
We look forward to shooting against tliem agam at some future date.
The dramatic " narrative " of the Tactical Exercise to be held at
Ramsgate has thrilled all of us who arc to attend it. With a little
"love interest" added there is the foundation of a magnificent Film
Drama!

A.E.L.H.

Two " pen sketches " suggested by the Narrative of the Tactical
Exercise to be held at Ramsgate
(With apologies to the Adjutant !)
DEATH OF THE " MARINE DEPOT." (NUCLEUS AQUASCUTUM).
" Far out to sea the air was rent by the dying wails of this great
monster of the deep, abandoned by a fast receding tide, slain by a third
Hag shot And then
silence, save for the distant hum of a seaplane
overhead, and a muffled cry as some poor backward native walked
backwards over the cliff !
THE LANDING.
" Long through the night the steady tramp of silent men was heard,
undisturbed by those backward crowds who cheered them on their
y.
way
And then
the dawn, the distant rumble of a backward gun,
and peace !

A.E.L.H.
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" D " Company.
TERRITORIAL ARMY BOXING.
The 44th (Home Counties) Divisional Tournament took place at
Wellington Barracks, London, on Saturday, 19tli February, 1927.
The Kent Group was represented by "D" Company 4th Battalion.
The Buffs (Dover and Folkestone), who obtained second place out of
the eight Units entered.
Tlie team results were as follows:—
Points.
58tli Field Brigade Royal Artillery
...
...
... 14
4tli Battalion The Buffs
...
...
... 13
98tli Brigade Royal Artillery
10
9tli Battalion Middlesex Regiment
10
5th Battalion East Surrey Regiment
6
4th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment
...
3
386tli Battery Royal Artillery
1
6th Battalion East Surrey Regiment
1
Results of Contests were as follows :—
HEAVYWEIGHTS.
Finals.—Gnr. Hoadley, 58tli Field Brigade Royal Artillery beat
Pte. Elgar, The Buffs, on points.
Some exceptionally hard hitting was witnessed during this light,
both winner and loser giving and taking considerable punishment;
Hoadley was certainly the more experienced boxer.
LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHTS.
Semi-Finals :—Pte. Clark, The Buffs knocked out Gnr. Guy, 58th
Field Brigade Royal Artillery in the first round, with a welltimed blow
to his opponent's jaw.
Finals :—Dvr. Cartledge, 98th Brigade Royal Artillery knocked out
Pte. Clark, The Buffs,
Cartledge having received a bye in the semifinals was decidedly
the fresher of the two competitors and was also the aggressor right
from the beginning.
MIDDLEWEIGHTS.
Semi-finals :—Cpl. Ansell, 4tli Sussex, knocked out Pte. Penn, The
Buffs, in the first round.
It was obvious from the very beginning tiiat Ansell was the more
experienced man.
Finals :—Pte. Boston, 9th Middlesex, beat Cpl. Ansell, 4tli Sussex
the Referee stopping tlie fight in the second round owing to serious
injury to AnselTs eye.
WELTERWEIGHTS.
The Buffs were not represented in this weight owing to the indis
position of Pte. Hadden, who was unable to be present on account of
influenza.
LIGHTWEIGHTS.
Semi-finals:—L/Cpl. Pascall, The Buffs beat Gnr. Ilewett, 58tli
Field Brigade Royal Artillery, on points.
In tlie first round of this contest, Pascall was unfortunate in receiv
ing a nasty cut over the left eye. Gnr. Hewett was Pascall's last
year opponent at the Divisional Finals when he was declared the
wiiuier having broken Pascall's nose, necessitating Pascall's with
drawal from the contest.

Mrs. Smithers.
(THE WONDERS OF A CRYSTAL SET).

T ) AT—a—tat—tat.
Mrs. Smitlier immediately
I \i jumped up and walked towards the door. There
entered Mrs. Scrubbers, who was searching likely
hiding places for a brand new bar of Sunlight which
had mysteriously disappeared from her locker iu the
wash house.
" Good morning, Mrs. Scrubbers. It's so good of
yer to come and see me—a night like this too. As
I was just asaying to meself, I wondered if ycr'd pop
over and 'ave a little talk ; as yer knows, my dear,
I never speaks to anyone in these quarters, and I know
you're just the same. I never touch a drop of any
thing with me 'auds, and you're just like me, Mrs.
Scrubbers. As I was asaying, if ver wants to keep
yerself to yersclf, its no good ' obnobbin ' to the Sgt.
Maior's misses, or turning up yer nose when yer sees
the new bride of the regiment atrying to wash a pocket
'andkerchief with a dry scrubber."
" I notices yer've got a new tea carry, Mrs.
Smivvers " spoke her friend as she glanced her eyes
round the room in quest of a bar of Sunlight.
" I was
agoing to buy one meself I was, only those threepenny
tea carry.s yer buys at the bazaar aint a bit of good."
" Allow me to say, Mrs. Scrubbers, I can afford
a little more than threepence for a tea carry. I spects
the next thing will he that I got it off an 'oop la stall or
something like that. As for calling it a tea carry—
my word; wherever are yer eyes, Mrs. Scrubbers ?
Can't yer see it's one of them there wireless sets. Of
course my dear, there are various types of them things :
this one is called a—oh dear me ! Whatever did Mr.
^Smithers say it was ? I knows it 'as something to do
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with fireworks my dear." Then she scratched her head
for a while and then shouted—
" You Jimmy."
" Yus, Muvver " replied a voice from the vicinity
of the coal box.
" What's the name of the place yer farver says
they lets orf fireworks ?"
Jimmy thought for a few moments and then yelled
out " I knows—the Orderly Room and the Crystal "
Master Jimmy was uot permitted to finish
the
sentence as his mother at once turned to Mrs. Scrubbers
and stated it was a Crystal Set she was trying to think
of.
" My word, Mrs. Smivvers—my word : they does
do a lot of things with them Crystals these days.' Why
they shoves 'em iu the bath to clean the water, and yer
looks into 'em to find yer second 'usband or to see if
yer're agoing to fall down a cellar and break yer neck
and—"
" What ever are yer talking about, Mrs. Scrubbers ?
I mean its a Crystal Wireless Set, and its all made in
that there tea carry out of the brains of Mr. .Smithers.
Yer know my dear—'e is so clever ; when 'e showed
it to the Colonel—yes the Colonel, Mrs. Scrubbers
why the ole regiment was brought out on parade to see
it. Then it was sent to the War Office, my dear, aud
they told Mr. Smithers that only a man with brains
— yes with brains, Mrs. Scrubbers, could make an
invention like it, so they gave me 'usband an order
to make six of 'em without delay. Of course yer 'as
to 'ave an earf, Mrs. Scrubbers and a cat's whisker,
and when it is in working order yer 'ears people all over
the world. Yer know Mrs. Scrubbers, with all my old
man's brains, 'e never pushes 'imself in front of anyone,
'e don't."
" Only when its got five minutes to go for chucking
out time in the Canteen " chipped in little Jimmy.
" No, I won't 'it 'im, Mrs. Scrubbers—its not 'is
fault. Its what 'c picks up in the Barrick room when
'e goes round with the waShin' basket !"
Mrs. Smithers commenced to rig up the instrument
strictly in accordance with her husband's instructions.
The earth wire had been fixed to the coal scuttle, but
somehow, it had transferred itself to the poker, so'that
when Mrs. Scrubbers poked the fire, it had the effect
of causing the wireless set to do the * Charleston ' along
the kitchen table, much to the surprise of Mrs.
Smithers.
" Yer know, my dear, I as to be so careful with all
this electricity. I spects I touched something I didn't
ought to." I.ittle Jimmy, however, for reasons
of safety, was hiding under the bed, out of sight.
"You Jimmy! Go aud find them cat's whiskers
and bring them to yer mother at once " shouted Mrs.
Smithers.
Within a moment Jimmy had disappeared, and,
taking a pair of pliers, commenced to search out all
the cats he could lay hands upon in the married
quarters. In fact Mrs. Carey—the wife of Paddy
Carey—hearing unearthly shrieks and veils outside
her front window, dashed out to find
her pet
mouse catcher, possessing a face like a knocked about
polo ball. Very soon, Jimmy returned with enough
cat's whiskers to stock the whole British Army and the
set was soon got going.
" Now my dear," said Mrs. Smithers, as she
separated the earpieces from her telephones. " You
have one and I'll have the other and we can both listen
in at the same time. You know its a B.B.C. concert
relayed from the Cavalry Canteen.
" Oh I knows what that is " answered Mrs
Scrubbers. When I came 'oine from India, a gale came
up so I went on deck to find Mr. Scrubbers.' I found
'nil leaning over the side of the boat—oh 'e was bad
and when I asked 'im what was up, all 'e would say
was "its the B.C." Now, Mrs. Smivvers, a B.B.C.
must be something dreadful to be in."
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" Mrs. Scrubbers, please do keep quiet aud talk
sense. The concert is being relayed by tlie British
Broad Bean—I mean tlie British Broad Cast Iron
Company and its entitled " An Army Canteen Thirty
Years Ago." Now then, my dear, keep still, as they're
just agoing to start.
" Hullo, everybody—Aldershot calling. We are
going to give you impressions of an Army Canteen
thirty years ago. One of those places where the floor
is covered in sawdust and the furniture consists of
bare tables and forms.
On one of these tables you
find a shove halfpenny board : at one side of the
Canteen are the dart and ring boards, whilst a stage
is erected aud on one corner is a rather antiquated,
untuned piano. Beer is supplied in huge cans, with
two handles holding a gallon and half a gallon
respectively, while semiteetotlers confine themselves
to ordiuar} pint pewter pots. We are now commencing
aud picture tlie opening of the canteen."
" 'Ere yar, Smudger, shove it over 'ere. Give us
a can Bodger—I want 'alf a can Bodger—chuck us
over a packet of gaspers, Bodger—shove us a pint on
the slate Bodger—get awt tlie blinking way. I didn't
knock yer blooming beer over. What ! Yus, I knows
yer would—I don't fink.
What abawt a game of
shove 'apeuny
"
" My dear Mrs. Scrubbers—what an awful noise
they're kicking up. I am sure Mr. Smithers never
carried on like that."
" Neither did Mr. Scrubbers, my dear. Why
they're fighting each other—aint tliey."
Then, midst the hubbub of noise and the blowing
of froth as the gallon can went round the school, came
the notes of a piano ; at tlie same time a voice yelled—
" Order, please ! Can't yer give order ? Dorofy
Spilkin, straight from the Hopera in London, is agoing
to give yer a song and a dance." When calm prevailed
someone shouted out " Give 'er a drink before
she starts " whilst voices were heard saying " Aint
she a bit of alright—I bet 'er blokes a lancer." Then
came the chorus, with an " All togevver, please
"
" Beer, beer, glorious beer, fill yerself right up to 'ere,
Drink a good deal of it, make a good meal of it,
Stick to yer old fashioned beer."
" Give 'er anuvver drink—gawd lummie she can
do wiv it. Now then Dorofy, don't go too deep in
the froth, or yer'll 'ave to fill it up."
" Well, Mrs. Scrubbers, I reckons them canteens
thirty years ago was awful places. Aint it a good
job we wasn't married."
" Brazing 'ussies, I call 'em, Mrs. Smivvers, to
drink men's beer. I'm sure Mr. Scrubbers would
visit such places in 'is day."
Midst the clatter and noise came tlie voices from
many throats calling for more cans. Then above all
was heard—
" Order please. Now then Donkey, chuck it. If
yer wants to come on the stage—come up."
" Good old Donkey ; come on Donkey, give us one
of the old uns. 'Eere yar Donkey—'ave a drink fust.
Blimey ! 'old "ard, I didn't say a barf." Both Mrs.
Smithers and her friend were getting disgusted at the
wireless concert.
" Yer know Mrs. Smivvers, that man Donkey could
never 'ave been a soldier—'e was a beer taster."
" I agrees with yer, my dear. I wouldn't say 'e
was like Mr. Smivvers."
"No Muvver," chipped in Jimmy. "They calls
farver a beer eater."
" Order, please " again sounded the voice of the
man at the wheel. " Pedlar Jenkins, the only man
in the world to chew glass and eat stones."
" 'Ave a drink fust, Pedlar," came the request from
many of the front benchers. Then the turn started
after which the audience were asked to step on the
stage and rattle the stones in his stomach.
Then followed the human pin cushion who
permitted his body to be plastered all over with pins.
Both Mrs. Smithers and Mrs. Scrubbers were on the

verge of fainting when sounds of a stick being
laid across a table and cries of " Time, please !" brought
the wireless entertainment to a close. As the troops
cleared out, the sounds of the first
post came
beautifully clear o'er the wireless, also the singing and
noise generally associated with closing time. Last of
all a scuffle was heard and a voice said—" Old
Smivvers 'as been shoved in for a drunk !"
" My gawd," exclaimed Mrs. Smithers, as she
dropped her ear phone and fell back in her chair.
" Its alright, my dear," spoke Mrs. Scrubbers.
I'll see about 'is blankets agoing' to the guard room."
J.E.
(<Continued in June).

Matters of Interest.
NEARLY THREE HUNDRED COMMISSIONS.

Army Entrance Examination.
The next Army Entrance Examination is
announced to begin on 28tli June. There are open
for competition at the examination at least 94 cadet
ships at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and 200
Cadet ships at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst.
To be eligible, candidates must not have reached the
age of 19 years on 1st July, 1927, but must have
reached the age of 18 years on that date. Successful
candidates will, if physically fit, join their respective
Institutions on the ensuing 2nd September, and will
undergo a course of training there of approximately
18 months' duration.
Of the 90 or more cadets who will enter
the Royal Military Academy as a result of this
examination, about 14 will be allotted to the Royal
Engineers, and of the remainder, 75 per cent will be
allotted to the Royal Artillery and 25 per cent to the
Royal Corps of Signals. The 200 Cadets entering the
Royal Military College will receive commissions in the
Cavalry, Foot Guards, Infantry, Royal Tank Corps
and Royal Army Service Corps of the British Service
and in the Indian Army.
Forms of application may be obtained from the
Secretary, Civil Service Commission, Burlington
Gardens, London, W. 1., and should be completed aud
forwarded to the Commissioners in time for delivery
on or before 4th May, 1927. No form of application
received after that date will be accepted in any
circumstances.
PROMOTION IN THE TERRITORIAL ARMY.

Possession of Certificate " A."
It has been decided that the provision made by
Army Council Institution in December last, under
which an officer of the Territorial Army, who holds
Certificate "A," Officers' Training Corps of one branch
of the service, but serves iu a different branch, is
required, before being eligible for promotion to
Lieutenant in tlie latter branch, to convert his
certificate by passing in subjects applicable to his new
branch, shall not apply to officers who become due
for promotion between December, 1926, and January
1st, 1928. Such officers will be promoted under
conditions existing prior to December, 1926.
ARMY EDUCATIONAL COURSES.

The next Course of Instruction for Warrant Officers
and NonCommissioned Officers at the School of
Education, Sliorncliffe, will begin on 8th April aud
terminate on 17th June. The provisional allotment
of vacancies for this course gives 44 to Aldershot ;
20 to the Southern Command ; 19 to the Eastern
Command ; 11 to the British Army of the Rhine ;
9 to Northern Ireland District ; 7 to the Scottish
Command ; 6 each to the London District and the
Western Command, and 5 to the Northern Command.
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The 4th Battalion.

Officers.

APPOINTMENTS.

REGULAR FORCES.
, Capt. R. M. Watson retires, receiving gratuity (March 1st).
The following temporary appointments are made :—
SHANGHAI DEFENCE FORCE.
G.S.O., 2ND GRADE.—Major Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C.. The Huffs
(Jan. 24).
STAFF CAPTS.—Capt. J. F. W. Allen, M.C., The Buffs, from a Staff
Capt. (Jan. 24)
REGULAR FORCES.
Ft. G. E. Sankey is seed, for serv. under tlie Colonial Office (Feb.
2); 1,1. H. P. P. Robertson is restd. to the estabt. (Feb. 18).
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
Watso" ret'' to bc Ca')l (toarcli l), with seniority
DccY?

^Z'283305 Pte. R. Ballard, "B," appointed Paid L/Cpl. (w/e from 12

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
Et.Col. I,. C. R. Messel, O.B.E., T.D., having attained the age limit,
is ret. and retains his rank with permission to wear the prescribed
uniform (March 5).

The Depot.

RECRUITS.
Attested as shewn :—
Pte. H. Baird, 14227 ; I'te. S. Ilubbert, 26227 ; Pte C
Pearson, 28227 ; Pte. J. Ellison, 26227 ; Pte. W. Cook, 252 27 
Pte. R. Wilkin, 1327 ; Pte. W. Reekie, 1327 ; Pte. G. Collins'
1327 ; Pte. S. Smith, 1327 ; Pte. G. Morris, 3327 ; Pte. F
Dixon, 2327 ; Fte. N. Else, 2327 ; Pte. D. Blanchilower, 1327 
Pte. C. Heaver, 2327 ; Pte. H. Bailey, 1327 ; Pte. L. Bailey'
I327 ; Pte. G. Drewett, 2327 ; Pte. F. Hesmer, 2327 : Pte. A'
Hunnisett, 2327 ; Pte. A. Stevens, 2327 ; Pte. J. Wvlic 2327 
Pte. P. Quinn, 2327 ; Pte. R. Matfin, 3 327 ; Pte." R. I,aydon!
3327; Pte. W. Tonge, 3327; Pte. W. Bellingham, 2327 ;
Pte. I,. Wyer, 3327 ; Pte. A. Hope, 3327 ; Pte. B. Ford, 3327 
Pte. N. Norris, 22227 ; Pte. G. Cunningham, 3327 ; Pte. I,!
Caudlish, 4327 ; Pte. W. Ward, 3327 ; Pte. S. Potter, 2327 
Pte. R. Gardner, 8327 ; Pte. J. Wardle, 10327 ; Pte. X. Barniw
ham, 9327 ; Pte. F. Isom, 4327 ; Pie. J. Goodall, 7327  Pte.
J. Thompson, 7327.
DISCHARGES.
6282968 Pte. A. Corless, discharged on 17227, under K.R.'s
363 (XI). (Autliv : G.O.C. in C., Gibraltar, dated 19 I 27).
6283461 Pte. H. Home, discharged under para. 363 (VI) (b) K.R.'s.
21227. (Authy: II.C.A./5/274/A., d/18227).
6279683 Pte. M. Piggott, discharged under para. 363 (XVI) (a)
K.R.'s, 16227.
6281454 Pte. F. Biscoe, discharged under para. 363 (VIII) K.R.'s,
23227. (Authy: C.R., Gibraltar, No. 20039/A d/ 31 127).
6282158 Pte. II. O. Charsley, discharged under Art. 1024 (a) Pay
Warrant, 1926 and Para. 363 (VIII) K.R.'s, 231226.
6283398 Pte. G. X. Taylor, discharged under para. 363 (V) (a)
K.R.'s, 7327.
TRANSFER—INTERUNIT.
6283324 Pte. J. Chilton, transferred to 3rd/6th Dragoon Guards,
17227 under para. 290 (II) K.R.'s. (Authy: G.O.C., H.C.A.,
Xo. 68/140/A, dated 14227).
STRENGTHINCREASE.
6281972 Pte. F. Holliday and 6282694 Pte. S. Miles, posted to Depot
from 2nd Battalion for tour of duty, 21227.
6281545 Pte. F. Biscoe, disembarked at Victoria Docks, 21 227,
Ex.S.S. Suwa Marti. Joined Depot, 22227.
6279042 Sgt. A. Smith, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion, w.e.f.
II327, for a tour of duty.
6279670 L/Sgt. S. Page, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion, w.e.f.
15327, for a tour of duty.
STRENGTHDECREASE.
6278509 Sgt. Emery, posted to 2nd Battalion The Buffs, 28227.
14 (j'~/479 USgb T. Maplesden, posted to 2nd Battalion The Buffs,

Matters of Interest—Continued.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

Award of tlie " Dartmouth Cup."
It has been decided that for the year 1927
the Dartmouth Cup shall again be" awarded
for proficiency in signalling in Territorial Army Units
of Yeomanry, Artillery and Infantry. The conditions
of the competition will remain the same as those which
'pr' *n '926, except that the figure
for the
estSttHsuiii^t." of signallers of units of the various
arms, to be used lif Calculating the figure of merit, will
be: Yeomanry Regiments^'0 ; RH.A. Brigade, 33;
Field and Medium Brigades, ^, 44 ; Heavy Brigades,
R.A., 10 per cent of peac,e establishment. (Other
ranks) of the brigade ; and Q'^antry battalions, 26.
The " Dartmouth Cup
presented for
roloncl the
competition in the Territorial Army .
Right Honourable The Earl of Dartmoiu.., ,K;C;!iV
m 192o and the present holders are tlie 9(V1 (lst
X
Loudon Yeomanry) Field Brigade, R.A.

6283010 Pte. C. Collins, "D," appointed U/Pald L/Cpl.
DISCHARGES.
6282887 Pte. J. Beeslec, "C" (Hk.), discharged, having joined the
Regular Army (R.R.A.), 1327.
6278186 Pte. G. Davison, "B" (L), discharged para. 1936 la) T.A.
Regs. Autli
KIB. 2540/1 of 19227, w/e from 192 27.
6282647 L/Cpl. R. Dunn, "B" (.5), discharged para. 19312 T.A.
Regs.
6282888 Pte. C. Humphreys, "C" (Hk), discharged, having joined
Regular Army (8th Hussars) w/e from 27227.
6283047 Pte. H. Langley, "A" (S), discharged para. 19312 T.A.
Regs, w/e from 21227. Auth
KIB. 2540/1 of 21 2 27.
. 6281517 Pte. A. Lippingwell, "B" (L), discharged para. 19312
r.A. Regs.
6281142 Pte. E. Philpott, "D" (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 17227.
6283318 Pte. H. Rogers, "B" (C), discharged para. 1935 w/e from
19227. Auth. as for L/Cpl. R. Dunn.
6281058 Pte. R. Smith, "D" (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 17227.
REENGAGEMENTS.
6281050 Pte. J. Flowers, "D" (F), reengaged for One Year on 18
227 from 18 227.
7110618 Pte. T. Hayde, "D" reengaged for One Year on 31127
from 1227.
6281064 Pte. H. Smith, "D," reengaged for One Year on 18227
from 18227.
Reengaged for Four Years w/e from dates shewn :—
6335511 L/Cpl. F. Abbott, "D," on 26227 from 131127;
6280936 Pte. A. Baker, "B," on 10227 from 16227; 6280805
Pte. J. Baker, "D," on 26 227 from 241127; 6282250 Pte. W.

from 22527 ; 6280486 Pte. E. Burnap, "A," on 24227 from 310
27 ; 6282246 Pte. S. Scamp, "D"' on 26227 from 101127;
6282112 Dmr. A. Clark, "D." on 26227 from 7527; 6281619
Cpl. W. Clark, "D," on 26227 from 26427; 6191167 Dmr. C.
Cock, "D," on 26227 from 23527; 6282196 Pte. C. Cornish, "D,"
on 26227 from 22 827 ; 6281987 Pte. A, Dengate, "B," on 282
27 from 51227; 6281513 Pte. H. Dives, "B," on 25227 from
17228; 6282198 Pte. Ii. Dixon, "D," on 26227 from 29827;
6280806 Sgt. W. Doe, on 26227 from 31227 ; 6280966 L/Cpl. H.
Fagg, "D," on 26227 from 24327 ; 6281050 Pte. J. Flowers, "D,"
on 26 227 from 18228; 6282110 Pte. R. Fox, "A," on 26227
from 16527 ; 6281583 Pte. W. Fuller, "A," on 26227 from 104
27; 6281797 Fte. S. Goldsack, "D," on 26227 from 211027;
6281719 L/Cpl. G. Hadler, "B," on 25227 from 11927 ; 6280902
Cpl. S. Hammond, "B," on 26227 from 20128; 7110618 Pte. T.

from 151127 ; 6282121 Pte. C. Lowes, "D," on 26227 from 136
27 ; 6280790 Cpl. II. Martin, "D," on 26227 from 81227 ; 6281223
Sgt. J. Mead, "D," on 26227 from 11 727 ; 6282074 Cpl. W. Nove,
"C," on 23227 from 20327; 62.82201 Pte. H. Penn, "D," on
26227 from 22827 ; 6282114 Pte. S. Penn, "D," on 26227 from
25527 ; 6280673 l'tc. C. Perkins, "D," on 28227 from 151127 ;
6280674 Cpl. A. Phillips, "D," on 26227 from 191127; 6281146
C.Q.M.S. A. Philpott, "D," on 26227 from 22228; 6282154 Pte.
13. Ridgewell, "D," on 26227 from 177 27 ; 6280822 1,/Sgt. H.
Roberts, "C," on 26227 from 81227; 6281724 Pte. S. Rowden,
"B," on 25227 from 11927 : 6282302 Pte. L. .Scott, "A," on 28
227 from 2128; 6281057 Pte. A. Stanley, "D," on 16227 from
18227; 6281064 Pte. II. Smith, "D," on 26227 from 18228;
6280525 Cpl. J. Taylor, "C," on 26227 from 1 1027 ; 6282102
Sgt. II. Twvnian, "B," on 26227 from 174 27 ; 6280769 Pte. W.
Wakefield, "D," on 26227 from 2211 27 ; 6289899 Pte. F. AValler,
"D," on 281 27 from 29 127; 6281772 Cnl. C. Watkins, "B," on
25227 from 1 01027 ; 6282350 Bdsm. W. Watson, "D," on 26227
from 8128; 6281003 C.S.M. A. Whaley, "C," on 25227 from 25
I2S ; 6280707 C.Q.M.S. B. Wisdom, "D," on 26227 from 181027 ;
6280756 Cpl. J. Wyboru, "B," on 26227 from 31127.
6281960 Cpl. G. Davis, "B," reengaged for Three Years on 25227
from 18128.
Reengaged for Two Years w/e from dates shewn :—
6281508 Pte. W. Adams, "A," on 15227 from 20227 ,6281191
Pte. J. Frost, "B," on 25227 from 7427 ; 6282026 Pte. C. Home
wood, "B," on 25227 from 13228 ; 6281411 Pte. L. Xewby, "B,"
on 25227 from 71027 ; 6281766 Pte. F. Sheridan, "B," on 25227
from 28927.
Reengaged for One Year w/e from dates shewn :—
6281825 Pte. F. Ball, "B," on 25227 from 11127; 6281585
L/Cpl. C. Costeu, "B," on 25227 from 11427 ; 6281245 L/Cpl. S.
Hockey, "B," on 25227 from 16727; 6281198 C.S.M. F. Wood,
"B," on 25227 from 9727.
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26 KING STREET,
ST. JAMES'S,
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Regimental Buttons and Badges
Swagger Canes
Sports Requisites
Sports Prizes
Shooting Prizes
Presentation Gifts
(we will make suggestions suitable for all
Ranks).

Newspapers and Magazines by
post to all parts of the world.
Let us know your requirements and
we will quote you.

HAWKES & Co.,
LIMITED.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
No. VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address.

NOTED FOR FLEAD CAKES.
Cakes of Every Description Made to Order.
Turog Brown Bread Made Daily.

G. H . C O E ,
BAKER, PASTRYCOOK,
& CONFECTIONER.
2 The Borough, Canterbury.

J. HUNT & SONS
drapers, flDen's Ibosters
lbouse

TAILORS AND
MILITARY
OUTFITTERS,
C A P
A N D
ACCOUTREMENT
MAKERS.
Patronised by
Officers in
Every Branch
of the Service

LARGE

STOCKS

RELIABLE

&

jfurnisbers
OF
HIGH
AT

CLASS

GOODS

POPULAR

PRICES

-|—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

"OZO" Stops
Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains
6Jd

Per

box

of

8

tasteless dos**

Proprietori :

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W. 1.
Telephone:
REGENT 0186.

Telegrams :
" CA PI A 1 N C Y R E G . L O N D O N .

WALKER & HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

?

C h ,emists,



CANTERBURY

Post f r e e 
Ireland & Abroad.
8' per annum.
4/ 6 months.
2' 3 months.

A PAPER FOR
THE

BUFFS

AND

WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury

MEN OF KENT,
^ronOesc'xt

No. 330.

T

May, 1927.

Personalia.

HE latest reports from Cannes, regarding
General Sir Arthur Paget, are very
satisfactory, and we hope to see him home in
time and well enough, to be present at the
Dragon Club Dinner on June 15th at the Ritz
Hotel.
We are indebted to MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur Lynden Bell for the extract from the
Army List of 1828 which we publish in this
number on page 545.
MajorGeneral Sir Henry Pellatt has
received the following cablegram :—
" Delighted to inform you that His
Majesty The King is graciously pleased to
present you with deer from Windsor Park."
(Sgd.) DENT.
The herds of graceful fallow deer were the
object of Sir Henry's admiration on a recent
visit to Windsor. The gift from the King
takes the form of a wedding gift, as Sir Henry,
who was A.D.C. to the Duke of Connaught
when he was GovernorGeneral of Canada
and is a leader of Canada's business and social
life, was recently married to Miss Catherine
Merritt.
We are asked to call our readers' particular
attention to the reproduction, on page 543,
of General the Duke of Argyll, Colonel of
The Buffs, leading the Regiment at the Battle
of Malplaquet.
The print, from which it is taken, is coloured
and appeared in the first edition of Cannon's
History. In the original the Colour is clearly
distinguishable as a green dragon on a buff
ground and it is of special interest as being
probably the first occasion on which it was
carried in action, as the Dragon badge had
only recently been granted. We hope to
publish some notes by the late Colonel
Dauglish in our next number on this subject.

Telephone :Z 513.

Price Sixpence.

Brig.General A. E. Ommanney has returned
home after four months abroad, we are very
glad to hear from him from Bath that he is
much better.
Brig.General R. McDouall has been on
a yachting trip. We last heard of him from
Palma, where, iu spite of heavy seas, he seemed
to be, as usual, in excellent spirits.
Colonel and Mrs. Power are gradually
settling down at Bradford Peveril, Dorset.
All our readers who are members of the
Naval and Military Club, as well as many
others, will have heard with real regret of the
death of Colonel C. A. Mortimore, D.S.O.,
Secretary of the Club, which occurred very
suddenly on 7th April.
Lt.Colonel H. F. Sparrow has recently
returned home after a fourteen weeks' trip on
the Continent—Cannes, Monte Carlo and Paris.
The weather apparently was not kind.
Colonel Sparrow has forwarded us an
interesting Wine List from a Paris Restaurant.
The prices are such that we venture to suggest
to the Dragon Dinner Club that next year the
annual dinner should be held in La Belle
France. Capt. Watson no doubt, could make
all the necessary arrangements.
The Rev. M. Tobias, Chaplain to the Forces
at Canterbury, who only recently relieved the
Rev. P. Guinness, has suddenly been
transferred to Portland, consequent really on
the closing of the Cavalry Depot.
Though so short a time in Canterbury, Mr.
Tobias made himself extraordinarily popular
with everybody.
We offer our congratulations to Lt.Colonel
L Howard Smith on his promotion to com
mand the 1st Battalion.
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Major F. W. Tomlinson survived the first
round of the Sedgwick Cup (foursomes) at
St. George's at Easter, winning by one hole,
having been six clown after the 10th.
Major H. S. Hardy has been appointed
a Magistrate for the County of Kent.
Captain R. Child is still hoping that others
will join him in connection with the Dragon
Motor Mascot. Those in favour should com
municate with Capt. Child, East Ferring
House, Ferring, Sussex.
It is to be regretted that the usual
" Blinder and Dusty " article, contributed by
Capt. J. E. Enright, the very able and
energetic Chairman of the London Branch of
the Association, is not forthcoming this month,
in consequence of the illness of his wife. We
are glad, however, to hear that Mrs. Enright
is now progressing favourably.
The London Branch are to be heartily
congratulated on the good results in finding
employment for men of the Regiment, several
having been recently placed.
The Employment branch at Canterbury
has also been doing good work, one of the
latest to be suited being Sgt. Warne, who,
thanks very largely to Mr. Godfrey of Ash,
has been appointed Caddie Master at the Royal
>St. George's Golf Club, at Sandwich.
We hear from Capt. J. Hamilton, from
Potosi, St. ThomasintheEast, that he has
been appointed an extra A.D.C. to His
Excellency The Governor.
We offer our sincere congratulations to
Mr. E. C. French, whose marriage took place
on the 25th ultimo. We hope that this will in
110 way interfere with the continuation of his
pleasing contributions to The Dragon.
We are glad to see Mr. R. J. Thorne Thome
staying at the Depot during Easter. We
learn that he is leaving for his new post in
Uganda on April 28th and we wish him and his
wife the best of luck.
 Mr. Norman P. Birley has been appointed
Headmaster of the King's School, Canterburv,
in succession to Mr. Latter, who retired at the
end of this term. Mr. Birley served in the
Army from 1914 to 1919 and was for twelve
months, BrigadeMajor of the 25tli Infantry
Brigade in Prance ; he was awarded the
D.S.O.

Wanted by N. Hart, the address of No. ,l
6278694 G. Marriott, who was transferred to
the Army Reserve last year.
We congratulate Mr. B. J. Crouch (late
G/2804 7th Battalion) on his marriage which
took place at Sandwich on the 16th April and
are glad to hear that his brother, Mr. Arthur
Crouch (late 270247, 10th Buffs, who was in
Egypt during the War, is doing well.
We are indebted for this information _to_
Mr. Henry Crouch, their father, who himself
was in the East Kent Yeomanry. He is now
often to be seen on the links, where, in spite
his 70 years, he walks twice round without
turning a hair, and, we might add, without
losing a ball.
Another old friend of whom we have news,
is Mr. Linkens (late 6279824) ; he joined the
2nd Battalion in 1916 and is now working at.
Deal Station.
Mr. Eric Millar is now superintendent of
the Students' Room at the British Museum.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
MARRIAGE.

Marsh.—6279365 L/Sgt. E. Marsh, married
at Dover to Lily Myrtle Soames, 6/11/26.
DEATH.

Leeks.—6278814 Corporal Leeks, 1st Battn.
the Buffs, invalided from India on 15/3/27;
Died at sea on 27/3/27 on board H.M.T.
Ncvasa.

Our Contemporaries.
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Oak Tree."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" K.S.L.I, and Herefordshire Regimental Journal."
" Memories."
" On The March."
'* The Bugle."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Fighting Forces."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" Journal of The Nigeria Regiment."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" The Ypres Times."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" Sapper."
" British Legion Journal."
" London .Scottish Regimental Journal."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" Tiger and the Sphinx."
" The Leopard."
" The China Dragon."
" Essex Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of The Royal Army Service Corps.
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Lieut.General the Duke of Argyle leading the Buffs at the Battle of Malplaquet, on the
11th of September, 1709.
rr HE early days of 1709 were spent in
1
fruitless negotiations for peace and it
was not till the 18th June that the allied army
assembled near Menin, whence they advanced
towards Hulluch. Marshal Villars, now in
command of the French army, had taken up
a position facing northeast from near Douai
through Hulluch to the River Lys, west of
Bethune, with his headquarters at La Bassee,
and it was against the centre of this line that
the allied advance was directed. Heavy rain
rendered a direct assault most inadvisable,
and Marlborough had therefore the choice of
attacking the left flank near Ypres or the right
near Tournai (Tournay). Just as Ypres was
important to the Germans in 1914 as the key
to the Channel ports, so now it was important
to Marlborough for the very same reason and
Villars was so certain that his left flank was
in the greatest danger, that he withdrew troops
from Tournai to support it.

On the evening of the 26th June the Allies
moved out towards Ypres ; suddenly they
received orders to turn to their left and by
seven o'clock next morning to their own
surprise and their enemy's consternation they
appeared under the walls of Tournai. The
investment was at once begun and the Buffs
formed part of the force which carried on the
siege. The weather was bad and the trenches
filled with water, and in addition mining was
a marked feature of the operations and
inflicted heavy casualties on the assailants.
However, on the 26th July an assault was
pressed home with great gallantry, but at
heavy cost, and four days later the town was
surrendered. The citadel still held out and
other regiments, which had not yet been made
use of, carried on the siege until the 3rd
September, when the defenders capitulated.
By midnight of that same day, Marl
borough's army, less some 26 battalions left
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to clear the town, was on the move. In 58
hours one detachment covered 53 miles, while
the rest pressed on behind in continuous rain
for some nine days without even a day's halt.
Almost before Marshal Villars realised it had
gone, the allied army made its appearance
before Mons, in the very places where in 1914,
205 years later, the British army was once
again to surprise its enemy. But in 1709 the
country was very different. Instead of mining
villages, factories, slag heaps and railways,
it was covered by forests, interspersed with
open patches of cultivation. These forests
were thick and the roads through them few
and the only lines of approach by which Villars
could save Mons were a northern one through
Jemappes and a southern one through
Malplaquet.
Feinting towards Jemappes,
Villars moved southewards on the 9th
September under cover of the woods, but met
the allied cavalry, which was out covering
a reconnaissance bv the allied commanders.
Though pushed back, the cavalry was able to
warn Marlborough who concentrated the army
towards this gap, but it was able to prevent
the French from seizing the ridge which runs
across the gap to the east of Malplaquet.
Here throughout the night the enemy was
hurriedly throwing up entrenchments, while
the Allies remained under arms in their battle
formations.
Next day, although the artillery had come
up, the Allies made no attack, but seemed to
be waiting for the last battalions to arrive
Tournai. The delay, however, was
giving the French an opportunity they were
not neglecting and all day they were busy
improving their defences. The position they
had chosen was across a gap of rather less
than two miles and on the top of a slight ridge
from which the ground sloped gently down to
east and west, concealing from the Allies the
movements of the French reserves. To the
south lay the Bois de La Laniere and to the
north the gap was closed by the Bois de
Tanieres, a narrow wood which jutted south
from the Bois de Sars. Both these flanking
woods were held in force, though the Bois de
Tanieres formed an awkward salient on their
left flank.
The front was entrusted to the
infantry and artillery, the latter of some eighty
guns, while the cavalry was massed in rear of
the centre in readiness to pass through the
entrenchments and charge the Allies as they
climbed the slope. In number of battalions
the Allies were only slightly superior to the
French, but as the French units were under
strength the allied advantage in men amounted
to some 20,000 and in guns to twenty.

The thickness of the woods forced the Allies
to a frontal attack, but this was to be preceded
by attacks from north and east on the French
salient of the Bois de Tanieres. The infantry
was, therefore, divided into four portions.
Schulemberg with Eugene's infantry was to
attack the salient from the north ; Lottum
with Prussian, Hannoverian and a few British
battalions was given the eastern face of the
same salient ; Orkney and fifteen
British
battalions, including the Buffs, was to advance
against the centre, but not to attack until the
Bois de Tanieres was clear ; while the Prince
of Orange was to demonstrate against the Bois
de La Laniere. The artillery was to support
the attack and the cavalry to form up in rear
and be ready to seize any chance that might
offer.
The morning of the 11th September was
misty and shortly before 7 a.m., the artillery
opened fire and gave the signal for the attack.
Schulemberg and Lottum pressed the enemy
back and entered the wood, while Orkney
halted just outside cannon shot of the centre.
The struggle in the wood was fierce, and
Orkney, seeing the allied foot pushed back,
departed from his orders and sent the
Grenadier Guards and Royal Scots to help
them. These battalions helped to turn the
scale and the defenders were forced back out
of the wood.
On the left the battle had not gone well.
The Prince of Orange, like Orkney, but
without his justification, also departed from
his orders and launched a real attack. His
troops came under a destructive fire from
front and flank, and though they captured two
lines of trenches, they were caught by the
French reserves and pushed back. Their
casualties were enormous and Marlborough
had to hurry to that flank with such reserves
as he could collect.
At this critical stage General Withers and
the twentysix battalions that had been left
behind at Tournai, suddenly made their
appearance from the direction of La Folie,
a hamlet on the extreme left of the French
line. They arrived just as Schulemberg and
Lottum, emerging from the woods, had been
received with heavy fire and driven back by
Villars' reserves, and they caught the French
counterattack in flank. Villars was wounded
and carried from the field and after a historic
struggle the 18th Royal Irish Regiment, on
the allied side, forced back the Irish Brigade,
which was fighting for the French.
The events on his right flank had given
Orkney his chance, and advancing under
support of the artillery, his thirteen battalions,
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Plan of the Battle of Malplaquet.
two having already gone into action, carried
all before them. In spite of great opposition
and heavy casualties, the Buffs and the other
battalions carried entrenchment after en
trenchment and opened a passage for the
cavalry. For a long time the cavalry struggle
was even, but at last, with the support of
Orkney's infantry and by using the last reserve
of fresh troops, the allied cavalry pierced the
centre of the French line, while on the left the
French were at last forced to retreat. The
retirement became general, but the Allies were
too exhausted to pursue and the French drew
off practically unmolested.
The Allies had gained a great victory, but
at great cost. Out of 100,000 men they had
lost nearly 20,000, of whom over 10,000 had
fallen in the Prince of Orange's unfortunate
attack. The British casualties amounted to
nearly 1,900, a total only slightly less than at
Blenheim. No record is to be found of the
casualties of the rank and file of the Buffs, but
of their officers, six were killed and nine
wounded, a heavy loss even for modern battles
and the regiment is mentioned as being one of
those that had suffered most.
The battle is remarkable in several ways.
It shewed, even if Marlborough's previous
battles had not been sufficient to do so, liow
genuinely superior to the French the British
army was. Not even the strongest entrench
ments could save the French, and throughout
the remainder of this campaign they shewed
that this fact was not forgotten. Wither's
arrival onthe battlefield from a new direction
at the critical moment is also noticeable and
was by no means entirely a coincidence, while
tlie toll of casualties also singles Malplaquet
put for comment.

No further effort at interference with the
siege of Mons was attempted and the town
finally fell on the 23rd October. This
completed the expulsion of the French from
Brabant and Flanders and the Allies dispersed
to winter quarters. The Buffs had, however,
already been sent into garrison in Flanders
owing to the losses they had sustained.
E.F.H.

Extract from the Army List.
August, 182S.
3rd (or East Kent) or The Buffs).
" Douro," " Talavera," " Albuera," " Pyrenees,"
Nivelle," " Nive," " Peninsula."
Colonel:
Sir H. Clinton, G.C.B., G.C.II.
Lt.-Colonels :
W. Stewart and Allan Cameron.
Majors :
R. J. Maclean and Maurice Barlow.
Captains :
S. J. Cotton, H. F. Lockyer, J. M. Foley, Edward
Blair, J. S. Hughes, W. T. R. Smith, G. R. Cannae,
B. Herne Burcliell, T. H. Owen, G. L Christie and A.
Stewart.
Lieutenants :
T. Everndern, Robert Stirling, J. B. Kingsbury,
R. N. Everard, R. McNabb, Don. Stewart, Patrick
McKie, William Cain, Peter Dore, John Carr, Marcus
Barr, William Scott, Colin Walker, Joseph Haiina,
T. Chatterton, J. C. Rouse, George A. Malcolm, M. C.
Golden, R. Cecil Lloyd, H. Dacre Lacey, W. H. Rainey,
L. Desborough, A. Irvine and G. Kenyon.
Ensigns :
R. Macdonald, J. H. Isaac, J. Johnston, T. Ludbey,
W. Rocke, W. White, John Bridge and James Speedy.
Paymaster : William Boyd.
Adjutant: Lt. W. Mackav.
Quartermaster : G. Edwards.
Surgeon : Robert Ivory.
Asst.-Surgeons :
J. Paterson, E. Overton and William Hall.
Facings : Buff. Lace, gold.
Agents : Greenwood and Co.

548

THE

DRAGON

then killed themselves so that they should not fall into
the hands of the " Foreign Devils." Marching on
wards, the British Army reached Nanking, where the
Chinese sued for peace, offering to pay an indemnity,
to cede Hong Kong to the British, and to open
certain ports for trade with Europe—an offer which was
accepted by our Government.
When the 64th left Halifax, Nova Scotia, for home
in 1843, the inhabitants presented an address, thanking
them for their services as firefighters
when the town
(which included many wooden structures) was
threatened with devastation. The journey home was
rendered memorable by the wreck of the transport
Alert, which struck a ridge of rock the day after sailing
from Halifax and began to fill rapidly : the pumps
failed to work, and the situation was grave in the
extreme. The troops aboard (two companies of the
64th under Captain Draper) were sent below, where
they fell in, remaining silent in the ranks, with the
water rising above their knees, until the ship was run
ashore on an uninhabited island (Goose Island) from
whence they were rescued over a week later. Had they
made a rush for the sides, or insisted on remaining oil
deck, the additional weight would have caused the
ship to founder arid most probably go down with all
hands. Thanks to the calm and steady behaviour of
all concerned, not one life was lost.
The Duke of Wellington, who was Commanderin
Chief at the time, expressed his appreciation of the
praiseworthy conduct of the 64th and the War Office
directed that the Commanding Officers of all Regi
ments and Depots in the British Army should bring the
circumstances to the notice of the troops under their
command, in order that ' the advantage of the
maintenance of discipline and subordination under
most trying circumstances may be fully seen.'
In 1856 the 64tli took part in the Persian Campaign,
winning the Honours ' Reshire,' ' Bushire ' and ' Koosh
ab.' The outbreak of the Indian Mutiny caused the
Regiment to be hurriedly recalled to India for what
was destined to lie one of the most arduous, but at the
same time, one of the most glorious, periods in its
history.
In 1876, the Prince of Wales (the future King
Edward VII.) paid a visit to Malta, where the
98th were then stationed. He presented them with
new Colours and also obtained permission for the
Regiment to be called " The Prince of Wales's." Five
years later the 64th and 98th were united as 1st and
2nd Battalions of The Prince of Wales's (North
Staffordshire Regiment), the title being revised in
December, 1920.
The unique Battle Honour ' Hafir,' which is borne
by no other corps but the North Staffs., recalls a brief
Sudanese Campaign under Sir Herbert Kitchener in
September, 1896.
The 1st Battalion was in Ireland and the 2nd in
India when the Great War broke out. The 1st
Battalion went to France with the Sixth Division (the
same Division as the 1st Buffs) in September, 1914,
remaining on the Western Front throughout. The
2nd Battalion was one of the eight British Regulai
infantry battalions retained in India throughout tlie
War, " because their reputation of the Frontier was
so good that they could not be spared." Although
debarred from active service in any of the main theatres
of war, the Battalion saw a good deal of fighting against
the tribesmen. The Armistice brought them no rest,
for they were engaged in the Afghan War of 1919 and
the NorthWest Frontier campaign of 1920. During tlie
Turkish troubles of 1922, the Battalion served along
side the 1st Buffs at Constantinople and Chatalja.
The badge of The North Staffordshire Regiment
shows the Plume of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales above
the County Crest (' The Stafford Knot '). The latter

is the ancient badge of the feudal Barons de Stafford,
the first
of whom came over with William the
Conqueror. The Regiment has only one nickname—
The Black Knots,' from the badge and facings of the
64th before 1881, when the facings of the 64th were
changed to white (as already worn by the 98th). This
nickname distinguished them from the two other
Staffordshire corps '38th and 80th) who also wore tilt
Knot. but with yellow facings, which were also changed
to white in 1881.
Five Victoria Crosses and sixtysix Battle Honours
have been awarded to the Regiment, which had
seventeen battalions in the Great War.
R. MAURICE HII.I..

Dream Palace is Empty.
A palace more gorgeous arid palatial than any
Eastern potentate ever built stands on a high hill
almost in the centre of Toronto, yet it is empty. For
years it has been on the market, but no one rich enough
to buy and maintain such an elaborate mansion lias
yet been found.
Sir Henry Pellatt, who became a broker at 15 years
of age, and rose to become a wealthy power magnate,
a financial giant with a finger in many a pie, longed for
a castle of his own—a castle like the old mediaeval
towers of Europe, only modernised and made more
homelike. Shortly before the war he began to build
it, spent 2,000,000 dollars (about £400,000) on it.
No expense was spared. Sir Henry gave free rein
to his fancy. Fifty rooms the mansion contains.
There are 25 open fireplaces,
15 bathrooms, a library
in which 500 people could sit at one time, three bowling
alleys, a gymnasium, a 200 ft. rifle range, a swimming
pool, a large conservatory with a stainedglass roof,
a main hallway through which a motor car could be
driven.
There are three bronze doors that cost /2.800 apiece.
There are bedrooms of every shape—square, circular,
octagonal : there are 300 mantlepieces, and a kitchen,
as Sir Henry himself expressed it, " big enough to feed
a regiment."
Sir Henry for years was commander of the Queen's
Own Rifles, crack Canadian infantry regiment. He
commanded the Canadian contingent at the Coronation
of King Edward, and has been aidedecamp to various
Canadian GovernorsGeneral.
Perhaps Sir Henry's fancy played more freely in
the stables than even elsewhere. Over the entrance is
a vaulted dome, and, in all, the stables cost £'40,000.
The roof is of a rare tile, which has the sheen of fine
jewels.
A writer of mystery tales could write a hundred
plots from the strange secret passage ways, panelled
walls and hidden rooms that Sir Henry built. Through
one 500 ft. underground tunnel a motor car could be
driven.
And yet that same writer could not solve the
mystery of what is to become of Casa Loma, as Sir
Henry named tlie house. Suggestions that it be turned
into a museum or an apartment hotel have been made,
but none has materialised.

B. and W. FISK-IVIOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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Plan of the Battle of Malplaquet.
two having already gone into action, carried
all before them. In spite of great opposition
and heavy casualties, the Buffs and the other
battalions carried entrenchment after en
trenchment and opened a passage for the
cavalry. For a long time the cavalry struggle
was even, but at last, with the support of
Orkney's infantry and by using the last reserve
of fresh troops, the allied cavalry pierced the
centre of the French line, while on the left the
French were at last forced to retreat. The
retirement became general, but the Allies were
too exhausted to pursue and the French drew
off practically unmolested.
The Allies had gained a great victory, but
at great cost. Out of 100,000 men they had
lost nearly 20,000, of whom over 10,000 had
fallen in the Prince of Orange's unfortunate
attack. The British casualties amounted to
nearly 1,900, a total only slightly less than at
Blenheim. No record is to be found of the
casualties of the rank and file of the Buffs, but
of their officers, six were killed and nine
wounded, a heavy loss even for modern battles
and the regiment is mentioned as being one of
those that had suffered most.
The battle is remarkable in several ways.
It shewed, even if Marlborough's previous
battles had not been sufficient to do so, how
genuinely superior to the French the British
army was. Not even the strongest entrench
ments could save the French, and throughout
the remainder of this campaign they shewed
that this fact was not forgotten. Wither's
arrival onthe battlefield from a new direction
at the critical moment is also noticeable and
was by no means entirely a coincidence, while
the toll of casualties also singles Malplaquet
put for comment.
— — " " * 7

J—pixTrv^TO—V7T—cirxr

64th, but also of their humanity towards a defeated
foe.

No further effort at interference with the
siege of Mons was attempted and the town
finally fell on the 23rd October. This
completed the expulsion of the French from
Brabant and Flanders and the Allies dispersed
to winter quarters. The Buffs had, however,
already been sent into garrison in Flanders
owing to the losses they had sustained.
E.F.H.

Extract from the Army List.
August, 1828.
3rd (or East Kent) or The Buffs).
" Douro," " Talavera," " Aibuera," " Pyrenees,"
" Nivelle," " Nive," " Peninsula."
Colonel:
Sir H. Clinton, G.C.B., G.C.H.
Lt.-Colonels :
W. Stewart and Allan Cameron.
Majors :
R. J. Maclean and Maurice Barlow.
Captains :
S. J. Cotton, H. F. Lockyer, J. M. Foley, Edward
Blair, J. S. Hughes, W. T. R. Smith, G. R. Carmac,
B. Herne Burchell, T. H. Owen, G. L. Christie and A.
Stewart.
Lieutenants :
T. Everndern, Robert Stirling, J. B. Kingsbury,
R. N. Everard, R. McNabb, Don. Stewart, Patrick
McKie, William Cain, Peter Dore, John Carr, Marcus
Barr, William .Scott, Colin Walker, Joseph Hanna,
T. Chatterton, J. C. Rouse, George A. Malcolm, M. C.
Golden, R. Cecil Lloyd, H. Dacre Lacey, W. H. Rainey,
L. Desborough, A. Irvine and G. Kenyon.
Ensigns :
R. Macdouald, J. H. Isaac, J. Johnston, T. Ludbey,
W. Rocke, W. White, John Bridge and James Speedy.
Paymaster : William Boyd.
Adjutant : Lt. W. Mackav.
Quartermaster : G. Edwards.
Surgeon : Robert Ivory.
Asst.-Surgeons :
J. I'atersou, E. Overton aud William Hall.
Facings : Buff. Lace, gold.
Agents : Greenwood and Co.
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determination and, when they saw that they were
beaten, massacred their own wives and children and
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then killed themselves so that they should not fall into
the hands of the " Foreign Devils." Marching on
wards, the British Army reached Nanking, where the
Chinese sued for peace, offering to pay an indemnity,
to cede Hong Kong to the British, and to open
certain ports for trade with Europe—an offer which was
accepted by our Government.
When the 64th left Halifax, Nova Scotia, for home
in 1S43, the inhabitants presented an address, thanking
them for their services as firefighters
when the town
(which included many wooden structures) was
threatened with devastation. Tlie journey home was
rendered memorable by the wreck of the transport
Alert, which struck a ridge of rock the day after sailing
from Halifax and began to fill rapidly": the pumps
failed to work, and the situation was grave in the
extreme. The troops aboard (two companies of the
64th under Captain Draper) were sent below, where
they fell in, remaining silent in the ranks, with the
water rising above their knees, until the ship was run
ashore on an uninhabited island (Goose Island) from
whence they were rescued over a week later. Had they
made a rush for the sides, or insisted on remaining on
deck, the additional weight would have caused the
ship to founder and most probably go down with all
hands. Thanks to the calm and steady behaviour of
all concerned, not one life was lost.
The Duke of Wellington, who was Commanderin
Chief at the time, expressed his appreciation of the
praiseworthy conduct of the 64th and the War Office
directed that the Commanding Officers of all Regi
ments and Depots in the British Army should bring the
circumstances to the notice of the troops under their
command, in order that ' the advantage of the
maintenance of discipline and subordination under
most trying circumstances may be fully seen.'
In 1856 the 64th took part iu the Persian Campaign,
winning tlie Honours ' Reshire,' ' Bushire ' and ' Koo'sh
ab.' The outbreak of the Indian Mutiny caused the
Regiment to be hurriedly recalled to India for what
was destined to lie one of the most arduous, but at the
same time, one of the most glorious, periods in its
history.
In 1876, the Prince of Wales (the future King
Edward VII.) paid a visit to Malta, where the
98th were then stationed. He presented them with
new Colours and also obtained permission for the
Regiment to be called " The Prince of Wales's." Five
years later the 64tli and 98th were united as 1st and
2nd Battalions of The Prince of Wales's (North
Staffordshire Regiment), the title being revised in
December, 1920.
The unique Battle Honour ' Hafir,' which is borne
by no other corps but the North Staffs., recalls a brief
Sudanese Campaign under Sir Herbert Kitchener in
September, 1896.
The 1st Battalion was in Ireland and the 2nd in
India when the Great War broke out. The 1st
Battalion went to France with the Sixth Division (the
same Division as the 1st Buffs) in September, 1914
remaining on the Western Front throughout. The
2nd Battalion was one of the eight British Regular
infantry battalions retained in India throughout' the
War, " because their reputation of the Frontier was
so good that they could not be spared." Although
debarred from active service in any of the main theatres
of war. the Battalion saw a good deal of fighting against
the tribesmen. The Armistice brought "them no rest
for they were engaged in the Afghan War of 1919 and
the NorthWest Frontier campaign of 1920. During the
Turkish troubles of 1922, the Battalion served along
side the 1st Buffs at Constantinople and Chatalja
The badge of The North Staffordshire Regiment
shows tlie Plume of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales above
the County Crest (' The Stafford Knot
The latter

is the ancient badge of the feudal Barons de'Stafford,
the first
of whom came over with William the
Conqueror. The Regiment has only one nickname—
The Black Knots,' from the badge and facings of the
64th before 1881, when the facings of the 64th were
changed to white (as already worn by the 98th). This
nickname distinguished them from the two other
Staffordshire corps (38th and 80th) who also wore the
Knot, but with yellow facings, which were also changed
to white in 1881.
Five Victoria Crosses and sixtvsix Battle Honours
have been awarded to the Regiment, which had
seventeen battalions in the Great War.
R. MAURICE HII.J..

Dream Palace is Empty.
A palace more gorgeous and palatial than any
Eastern potentate ever built stands oil a high hill
almost in the centre of Toronto, yet it is empty. For
years it has been on the market, but no one rich enough
to buy and maintain such an elaborate mansion has
yet been found.
Sir Henry Pellatt. who became a broker at 15 years
of age, and rose to become a wealthy power magnate,
a financial giant with a finger in many a pie, longed for
a castle of his own—a castle like the old mediaeval
towers of Europe, only modernised and made more
homelike. Shortly before tlie war he began to build
it, spent 2,000,006 dollars (about £400,000) 011 it.
No expense was spared. Sir Henry gave free rein
to his fancy. Fifty rooms the mansion contains.
There are 25 open fireplaces,
15 bathrooms, a library
in which 500 people could sit at one time, three bowling
alleys, a gymnasium, a 200 ft. rifle range, a swimming
pool, a large conservatory with a stainedglass roof,
a main hallway through which a motor car Could be
driven.
There are three bronze doors that cost £2,800 apiece.
There are bedrooms of every shape—square, circular,
octagonal : there are 300 mantlepieces, and a kitchen,
as Sir Henry himself expressed it, " big enough to feed
a regiment."
Sir Henry for years was commander of the Queen's
Own Rifles, crack Canadian infantry regiment. He
commanded the Canadian contingent at the Coronation
of King Edward, and has been aidedecamp to various
Canadian GovernorsGeneral.
Perhaps Sir Henry's fancy played more freely in
the stables than even elsewhere. Over the entrance is
a vaulted dome, and, in all, the stables cost £40,000.
The roof is of a rare tile, which has the sheen of fine
jewels.
A writer of mystery tales could write a hundred
plots from the strange secret passage ways, panelled
walls and hidden rooms that Sir Henry built. Through
one 500 ft. underground tunnel a motor car could be
driven.
And yet that same writer could not solve the
mystery of what is to become of Casa Lorna, as Sir
Henry "named the house. Suggestions that it be turned
into a museum or an apartment hotel have been made,
but none has materialised.
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Old Colours of The Buffs.
rPHE following notes on the present resting
1
place of old colours of the 1st and 2nd
Battalions may be of interest. There is no
information as to the whereabouts of Colours
in use prior to 1830 : they generally became
the property of the colonel, passed into private
hands, or were buried.
Where possible, footnotes have been added
giving the authority for the various
statements.
1ST BATTALION.

(1) The Colours, issued in India in 1830,
carried in the Punniar campaign and in use
until 1848,were placed that year in Canterbury
Cathedral. In 1864, in order to make room
for the Colours carried in the Crimea, they
were removed to the Tower of London. They
were lodged at first in the Royal Chapel of
St. John and removed in 1913 to the Chapel
of St. Peter ad Vincula, where they still are.
They were, until last year, the only
regimental colours in this chapel.1
(2) The Colours (presented at Belfast on
20th May, 1848, by the wife of MajorGeneral
Philip Bainbrigge, C.B., commanding the
District), " carried in the Crimea and in the
China War of 1860, were placed in Canterbury
Cathedral in 1864 and are still there.
Note.—These were the only Colours carried
into Sevastopol.
(3) The new Colours were taken into wear
at Aldershot on 4th May, 1864, when General
Russell,C.B.,made his halfyearly inspection ;Hi
they were in use until 1892 and are now in
Canterbury Cathedral.
(4) New Colours were presented at Calcutta
in 1892 by the Marchioness of Lansdowne
(whose husband was Viceroy at the time);iy
they remained in use until 1906, when they
were handed to the Lord Mayor of London
who deposited them in the Guildhall, where
they still are.
(5) The Colours presented by the Lord
Mayor on this occasion are still in use.
Note.—These Colours were carried, flying, into
Germany on 16th December, 1918. When,
later, the battalion crossed from Con
stantinople to Asia Minor they were placed
for safe custody on board H.M.S. Revenge
(Captain Meyrick).
i.

Colonel D. Burges, V.C., Governor of the Tower of
London.
ii. Historical Record of the Buffs from 1838 to 1864,
'p. 13.
iii. Historical Record of "the Buffs from 1838 to 1864,
p. 46.
iv. Br."Gen. A. E. Ommanney, C.B., late commanding
. 1st Buffs.

Revenge, when ordered home, handed them
to H.M.S. Royal Sovereign (Captain Napier)
until the battalion returned.v
2ND BATTALION.
.
(1) The Colours presented at. Malta in 1857
and carried in the Zulu War, were received at
Marlborough House by his late Majesty, King
Edward VII. (then Prince of Wales) on behalf
of Prince Albert Victor, Duke of Clarence, on
14th November, 1887. These Colours are at
Sandringham.vi
Note.—The Colours were carried with the
2nd Battalion into Zululand and, when the
column was attacked at Inyezane on 22nd
J anuary, 1879, they were promptly uncased
and were so carried during the action.vu
This was one of the last occasions on which
the Colours of any regiment were displayed
under fire.
(2) New Colours were presented at Dover
in August, 1886, by the Duke of Clarence.*1
In 1892, with the restoration of buff facings,
they were altered to conform with those of the
1st"Battalion and shortly afterwards .a..new
regimental Colour was procured privately.
These Colours are still in use.
v.

Lieut.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O., late commanding
1st Buffs.
vi. Court Circular, Monday, November 14th, 1887 :
Col. Clive Wigram, C.B., C.V.O., Asst. Private Sec.
to H.M. the King.
vii. Colonel Sir Courtenay Vyvyan, bt., C.B., C.M.G.
late commanding 1st Buffs.

F.W.T.

East Kent "Nailbournes."
The intermittent stream, or nailbourne, which rises
at intervals at Lyminge has lately been running in great
volume through the Elham valley ; it is on the average
from ten to twelve feet in width, and turning towards
Thanet at Bishopsbourne empties itself into the Lesser
Stour near Howletts
(Bekesbourne). The re
appearance of this stream probably precedes by a short
period the renewed flow of another intermittent stream
which passes through Petham, although the sinking
of an artesian well near Stone Street is said to have
diminished the frequency and flow of the Petham
stream.
.
Until a few years ago the rustic inhabitants of
places along the nailbournes had a superstitious fore
boding that the flow of the stream was a premonition
of evil and in some places they were called woe waters.
No supernatural explanation need, however, be sought
for occasional or even constant streams on a large scale
in East Kent where the chalk forms a huge under
ground reservoir. As much as 2,000 gallons of water
a minute has to be pumped from one colliery there.
Careful observations have been made of another
Kentish stream, the Drellingore in the Alkham valley,
near Dover, which flows, six weeks after a pondbed at
Chilton fills up.
(1) The word nailbourne seems to be a variation of eylebourne—
ail meaning trouble or affliction. New English Dictionary, Vol. Ill,
p. 488.
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Officers' Dress Regulations.

OME time ago the commanding officers of the
1st and 2nd Battalions requested the Regimental
Committee to compose regulations for officers' dress
which might bring the two battalions into line and
ensure absolute uniformity.
A subcommittee was appointed, consisting of Major
K W. lomlinson, Major J. V. R. Jackson and Captain
N. D. Rice and most of their recommendations have
now been accepted by the Officers Commanding the
1st and 2nd Battalions and will be in force hence
forward
In addition, the Officer Commanding the
4th Battalion has expressed his intention of adopting
the regulations.
As there are still one or two points outstanding
(khaki and blue cap, Sam Browne belt, etc.) and as
the Officer Commanding the 1st Battalion felt that lie
could not, before arriving in India, come to anv decision
as to the tropical uniform to be adopted, it may be
some little time before the regulations are printed.
It is therefore thought that it may be convenient to
officers (especially those seconded)' to know a few of
the points that have been definitely decided. The
decisions quoted are confined chiefly to innovations or
to details on which there has previously been a doubt.
Regimental Tailors : Sandon and Co., 8 Savile
Row, W. 1 ; Hawkes and Co., 1 Savile Row, W. 1.
{Note.—-As it is realised that officers may prefer to deal
with other tailors, Messrs. Sandon and Hawkes
have been instructed to furnish full particulars as
to cut aud to supply material on demand)

SERVICE DRESS.

Breeches: (dismounted officers): "plus fours."
Actual length of turnover, 2' to 4" below the
point of the kneecap (A.O. 234, 1925).
Note.—As the continuation is invisible it is
considered immaterial whether it is fastened
by buckle, lace or buttons.
Shirt : ViyeUa 1724 ; collar detachable (pointed
ends, pattern with Hawkes) ; no pockets ;
3 buttons in front; buttons on wristband.
Tie: knitted silk, plain pearl; breadth 1A"
(pattern with Hawkes).
Gloves : brown dogskin ; stitched outside ; one
button.
Whistle and strap : Government pattern; to be
attached to top button of jacket and carried in
right pocket.
Note.—A lanyard will not be worn.
Boots : brown, plain toecap.
MESS DRESS.

Jacket : shoulder straps stitched ; badges of rank
not polished (sketch with Sandon and Hawkes).
B aistcoat : buttons not more than 2" or less than
IV apart (sketch).
Overalls : cloth strap under.
Collar: height not less than If"; turned back;
square points.
Tie : black satin ; breadth IV to \V.

GENERAL.

Blue jumper : standup collar with white collar
within ; 4 pockets (buttons on breast pockets
only). No badge ; badges of rank polished ;
3 buttons on cuff (no buttonholes).
Overalls : same as for mess dress.
Spurs : hunting pattern—short ; strap ;
shield
rounded edge.
Cane : short Malacca with round silver knob 
badge embossed (J as. Richardson, 10/6).
Mackintosh : Cordings " Service " pattern (with
v
belt).
Blazer : blue flannel ; singlebreasted ; 3 buttons
down front and 3 small on cuffs ; 3 patch
pockets (1 outside breast, 2 side). .
Regimental tie : buff and blue (A. J White 74
Jermyn Street, London, S.W.). "

8th Battalion Dinner.
Dear Mr. Editor,
On Saturday, the 26th March last, the 8th Battalion
held their Fourth Annual Reunion Dinner, which,
though the attendance was slightly less than last year,
was none the less a cheery occasion.
We were unfortunate this year in not being able to
get our old Divisional General—Sir John Capper—and
our original Brigadier—MajorGeneral Mitford—to
attend. The last two years, to our great pleasure, we
have had our Generals as guests, but this year,
unfortunately, the Secretary was not able to invite
them sufficiently early for them to avoid other engage
ments ; apparently Saturday night is a good night
for an " evening off " with Generals as with soldiers of
lesser calibre.
It will, no doubt, be interesting to your readers to
know that MajorGeneral Mitford was originally in the
Buffs and we were all delighted the first
time he
honoured us with his presence at a Reunion Dinner,
that he commenced his reply to the Toast of his health
with " Fellow Buffs."
I enclose herewith an appreciation of the Dinner
sent me by one of the Members of the 8th Battalion
Dinner Club and hope vou will find space to include
this in your next number of The Dragon.
Yours faithfully,
GORDON LINDLEY.
*

*

*

*

Frankly I must admit I look forward tremendously
to the 8th Battalion dinner. It gives one an
opportunity of recapturing for a moment a little of the
spirit of the war. I do not mean cognac or anything of
that sort, but that spirit of comradeship aud friendship
which helped us to be cheerful and to keep our end up
in the mud and through all the unpleasantnesses
of those four years. We may have need of this spirit
one day in another war and a little more of it through
out the world today would, I think, be of great value.
Our fourth reunion on the 26th March last was no
exception. There was a good muster of 92 Buffs ;
among them were several attending for the first time,
friends whom we had not seen for nine years or more,
but while welcoming these we were sorry to note that
some of last year's diners had fallen out. Let us hope
that next year we shall see them all with us.
This year the dinner was held at "Ye Olde
Rainbowe" Inn, Fleet Street, and the outstanding
feature was the presence of our only surviving
Commanding Officer, Colonel Lucas, in the chair. He
received a great welcome aud now that he is home in
England we hope to see him at future dinners. The
toasts were few aud rightly so, I think, for when one
only has a few hours in which to recall so many doings,
one does not want too many speeches. At the Chair
man's invitation we drank the health of the King and
in silence to the Fallen. Then Lieutenant Barton
proposed the health of the Regiment (I did hear a
whisper that Barton's voice could not he heard
completely in the second of our two rooms, but
I cannot believe it, as who ever heard such a thing
said about that voice before !). As a last toast, Major
Hamilton proposed the Chairman's health and Colonel
Lucas responded. Then tongues began to wag, though
I am not certain they had ever stopped doing so since
the very beginning and it was not until the
management became persistent in their requests that
we unwillingly left the Hotel.
Once again our warmest thanks are due to the
Committee and this year especially to our old friend
J. G. Scott, on whom the brunt of the work fell. To
shew him that his labours are appreciated I suggest
that everyone who was there this time, should make
an especial effort next year to persuade one other
Eighth Buff to turn up.
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weather clerk had gone to sleep aud so a few hardy
souls to the number of 4.3, under the pilotage of Sgt.
Crump—our spare parts bag—did a nice 23 miles
before tea, a run that was only attended by one
puncture. As the result of this run the idea was born
that it would be a good plan for each man to
get his own machine instead of hiring them from the
Local Contractor and so a list has been made and at
the time of writing there are 68 men awaiting their
own machine of which I find 24 have received them.
On Wednesday the Club held a whist drive in the
Company Mess Room and appropriately the first prize
was a cycle which was won by Pte. Lenton.
On Thursday. March 17tli, our second run took
place. Forty riders assembled at 8.30 a.m., under the
pilotage of C.M.S. Williams and armed with food and
drink we set out on a ride of 50 miles. We made a
picnic of it—stopping where we pleased and had a nice
" drum up " for lunch and tea, returning to barracks
at 6.30 p.m., after a very enjoyable day.
Were the Editor to permit me I could fill pages
about that ride. The majority of us I admit, are fresh
to the wonderful country and each bend in the road
gave a view that was and is worth describing : troops
of monkeys, flocks of gaily coloured birds, elephants
and numerous other things that one never meets with
in " Blighty " (excuse my Hindustani !)
Our worthy leader did take a couple of snaps and
should they turn out O.K., they will be in this issue
of The Dragon, I know.
Now cycling has come to stay in "C" Company.
I hope to be able to give a few notes each month of our
activities.
We, for better or for worse, are not going to the
hill station and so we shall be able to continue on our
rides.
When we return to England I guess the Kent
Cycling Clubs want to have all their cups and shields
ready to hand over.
SPARE PARTS BAG.

Ptes. Benstead, Nash, Else, George.
end, neither side giving an inch. The final score was
the same as the first half : "C" 2 ; "E 14" 0. Well
played "14" Coy., and well played, good old "C." Our
team was as follows :—Coshall ; Robinson, Burt ;
Mount, Lt. Williams, Burtenshaw ; O'Neill, Ayliffe,
C.S.M. Williams, Elliott, Taylor.
CYCLE NOTES.

Enough has been said by abler pens than mine
of the fact that we have arrived at Bareilly and
so I will not reiterate the fact, but owing to the
beautiful roads that abound here, another sport has
taken a firm hold on our Company at least, namely
cycling. Beautiful flat roads stretch for miles abound
here and so it was decided to start a Company Cvcle
Club.
Our first trial run was to be held on Thursday, 10th
March, but oh ! ye gods and rattlesnakes.
Thursday, as any soldier knows, is always observed
as a holiday in India " as far as possible " and
so our worthy skipper decided that he would take all
our company out for a sixty mile spin on the afore
mentioned day, but he forgot to invite the weather
clerk to mess so to have his petty revenge he—the
weather clerk—sent us an abundant supply of H20
which arrived at 6 a.m. and lasted until II a.m.
Friends and those who are forced to read these notes—
I who have seen rain in every part of the world and
a few other places besides, can honestly assure you that
it did rain here that morning and so we had to return
our Raleigh's to the stables for the day and it is
rumoured that our worthy Captain told his bearer to
lay out his yachting suit. At " tiffin time " the

HARRIS SHIELD BOXING.
Since the last draft went away to England there
has been a general shuffle to fill the vacancies left by
some very good men aud everyone who was present
will say how well this has been done.
We turned out a very good team, but it could have
been better only a lot of our men had to be " stood
down " because they could not make the weight. We
could not enter a Flyweight, there being half a pound
between the weights. However, we came second to
"B" Company with four valuable points, "D," the
favourite, coming third with "A" Company. "B"
certainly surprised everybody, even themselves, in
winning. Still, congratulations, "B." The following
is a short synopsis of the fights :—
FLYWEIGHT.—Nil.
BANTAMWEIGHT.—Pte. Pine. A good fight,
with
plenty of knocks, Pine just losing on points.
FEATHERWEIGHT.—L/Cpl. O'Neill. Lost on points to
Cpl. Godfrey of "B". O'Neill did not seem to get
going until late ; no doubt six rounds would suit
him better.
LIGHTWEIGHT.—Pte. E. Taylor. Taylor put up his
usual good show aud got right through to the final,
when lie unfortunately lost after a jolly good fight
to Humbles, of "B."
1ST WELTERWEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Bartlett. Put up the
excellent show expected of a Champion and holder
of numerous cups. He met Coveny of "H.Q. 14"
in the first
round and lifter showing himself
decidedly superior, won on points. Knocked
out Pte. Reid of "A" Coy., iu the first round of the
semifinal and beat Pte. Denliam of "B" in the final
on points.
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2ND WELTERWEIGHT.—Pte.

S. Wood.—Wood won his
first two fights in his usual aggressive style, but
lost in the semifinal to Denliam, after an extra
round which still seemed to leave the result in
doubt.
MIDDLEWEIGHT.—Pte. Trebell. He was unluckily
drawn against L/Cpl. Hudson in his first fight.
Hudson eventually won the final.
Trebell put up
an excellent fight, using his brains as well as his
gloves and losing oil points.
LIGHTHEAVYWEIGHT.—L/Cpl.
Williams.
Williams
gave away a lot of weight to his opponent, but put
up a very plucky stand and secured a valuable
point for us, which means such a lot in a tight
corner.
HEAVYWEIGHT.—L/Cpl. W. Coshall. Cosliall is only
a Middle, hut sportiugly took on the Heavy's as we
had no one to fill the vacancy. Coshall got through
to the final and he probably would have won right
out if he had not stopped an unlucky right swing
from Allen of "H.Q." in the final with his head.
He was all over his opponent aud was decidedly
the better man.
We congratulate our team on putting up such an
excellent show in one of the most manly sports in
which we take part.
A.E.B.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How many C.S.M.'s have we got ?
When will Room Orderlies be issued with a pass to
leave the room ?
When is the " Burra Sahib " of No. 11 getting his
crown ?
Is it right that the Company is getting issued with
scooters for route marches ?
When are certain people in the Company coming
off the M.O.'s list ?
Have Thommy and Rookes got their running pumps
yet ? Ask Bladder.
How many N.C.O.'s of 12 Platoon have had Court
Martial ? Ask Bow.
Who is the N.C.O. who gave his two suppers away ?
Did he get any ? Ask Bow.
Our Company Sports Notes, together with the
Harris Shield Athletics, will appear in the next month's
notes.
Machine Gun Platoon.

Stirred somewhat abruptly from an attitude of reverie in the " prone
position," on my sumptuous " divan" (army pattern, commonly
miscalled a "scratcher") I once again take up the article that
is mightier than the sword in an endeavour to recount the numerous
adventures and misadventures of the Platoon during the month of
February.
To say that we are having " stirring times," (as per above) would
be putting it very mildly indeed, for we have be stirred ourselves to the
extent of some 7,000 miles in the move from Gibraltar to our present
locality. I think the majority of us thoroughly enjoyed the voyage
except those unfortunate ones who, feeling the effects of the inevitable
" maldemer " spent a day or so iu an attitude of suffering, iu parting
with a liberal dontation of their latest meal to the benefit of the local
fishes. Happily, however, it did not last very long.
The best days of the voyage were those spent in the everwelcome
occupation of sport. Space was naturally somewhat limited, but the
races, etc., were arranged quite skilfully, much to our enjoyment and
appreciation of the efforts of the " promoters."
The Boxing tournament, arranged and carried out on board was,
I think, the greatest of attractions. Congratulations to Pte. Spencer
on winning through to the finals, where, meeting an old acquaintance
he lost on points after a very " game " fight,
L/Cpl. Martin was also
extremely unlucky in meeting Pte. Spencer who applied a dose of
oblivion to the former in the " first round of the first round."
We were all extremely glad when our train journey from Karachi,
lasting nearly two and a half days, came to its conclusion, and we were
able to detrain at Bareillv station and stretch our limbs in a march to
Barracks. The train, apparently, was less anxious to get here than we
were, aud often stopped to get its " second wind " at various stations.
Since our arrival here, business has been somewhat too brisk, in
getting ourselves straightened out and settled down to allow much
contemplation of Sport, but nevertheless, we have indulged in a few
hours on the.Sports field. At Hockey we have met our attached Indian
Platoon twice, winning the first game 1 0, but suffering a very decisive
defeat by losing 50 in our second game. Their fleetness of foot is
remarkable and caused our lads considerable anxiety (not to mention

loss of breath), but we hope to meet them again soon with a better
team and come out on top in the next match.
Our " friendly" footer match with "A" Company, played after tiic
heavy rain proved a complete " washout " in every sense of the word.
It is very probable that the teams became confused between the rules
of " Soccer" and Water Polo. The game would have ruined the
optimism of even a habitual cliamiel swinuner. The result, 60 in their
favour, was apparently due to our " goalie" being rather harassed by
the large quantities of mud and water obscuring his " vision."
As I write, our lads are getting into training in readiness for the
Company Sports which are to take place in the near future. There
is every facility for outofdoor sport and exercise here, and with
physical fitness being a very' necessary consideration in this country
and climate, we are not going to be slow in taking advantage of the
numerous opportunities of Sport and games of every description during
our stay at Bareilly.
In concluding, may 1 express our sorrow in losing C.S.M. Farrow
who has left us and " attached himself" to "B" Company. With
his departure we lose one of our best sportsmen (in every way). The
best wishes of The Gunners arc unanimously extended to him in his now
capacity.
Finally, a tribute is due to Lieut. Reid, M.C., on his appearance at
our concert aboard ship, giving his usual humorous " turn " in spite
of his badly " cracked ' knee.
LANCE NAIK.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When will " Snub's" football team come into action ?
And is our First Eleven sweating on their luck already ?
Who wants to buy a Parrot ?
And who doesn't ?
Has Packman finished with " jizzing " (Humming) Birds ?
Do they run short of breath too soon ?
Why did they " lend " our Platoon Sergeant to the Cameromans ?

The Band.
1 suppose the majority of Dragon Notes from the 1st Battalion
will be much the same, as all companies have undergone the same
experience ; however, they may differ a little, so here goes. During
the last week we were in Gibraltar there were the usual packing fatigues
which are well known to all service men, so you can all guess the sigh of
relief that went up, when, on Monday morning, 7lli February, that
gallant old troopship that brought us back from Egypt, (H.M.T. City
of Marseilles) hove in sight, and safely anchored in the harbour. Even
then our labours were not at an end, as some of our baggage
vet remained ; however, tliis wc soon had on its way, and after un
loading some of the incoming Battalion's baggage, we eventually
marched off about 3 p.m. As usual, there were sweethearts and wives
holdin" up the traffic. At 7.30 a.m. we steamed out of the harbour ;
needless to sav, all hands were on deck, having a farewell glimpse of tlie
Rock, and were given a hearty sendoff by various Battleships to the
strain of " Auld Lang Syne" and cheering on both sides.
Of tlie journey to Port Said, there is little to say, except that some
of the lads paid tribute to Neptune, as he appeared a bit unreasonable
at times. Our stop at Port Said lasted for about 38 hours, as we had
to unload ten armoured cars, and coal up. The boat, as usual, was
surrounded by the natives, selling miscellaneous goods; and several
lads purchased some fine curios. Wc left about 5 p.m. the following
evening, and at the entrance to the Suez Canal, wc received a hearty
farewell' from an Orient Liner, whose passengers must have thought
that we were off to China. Our next port of call was Aden, where we
stopped to send two hospital cases ashore. Of course, during
the voyage we had our hour's daily practice from 11 to 12 and performed
at Mess once a week, and the only other items that were of interest were
the Ship's sports and a concert, where the thirsty seven played and old
Archie performed on the stage. Eventually we arrived at Karachi
at 7 30 a.m., on 26th February after a splendid seatrip. From there
'we proceeded to our destination by train in which we spent three
terrible nights, the only exciting incident being the bold dash by
facko who was frightened by a crowd of natives, but he followed us
up by the next train, so there was no mourning after aU. The first
night was spent under canvas, as the Welch Regiment did not leave
until the following day. The Barracks is large, roughly the same area
as Gibraltar, with practically every comfort a soldier requires, but of
Bareilly itself I cannot say much, as the city is beyond our limits, and
the only place we have been to, is the country, when we have been on
route marches. Perhaps someone else has given his opinion of the
country so I will terminate my version of it, by advising all likely
1st Battalion Boys to arrive here with plenty of money, as it will
depart from them far quicker than it does in England.
The only sport we have taken part in so far, is hockey, the only
important match being that of a Harris Shield match against "C"
Company, losing 2 Nil. Despite the fact that we have lost the majority
of our team, including G. R. Lewis, the Dulwicli Hamlet Amateur, we
hope to produce as good a team next season as we have the person's
alreadymentioned's double. Boy Smith.
In "closing, we all congratulate Pompev on being appointed E,"Cpl.
and Archie (Meakin) Baud Sergeant and hope they will get on well;
also L.Cpl. Smith who is undergoing a course of music at Kueller Hall,
and Bdsm. Norris who has entered civil life. Well, cheerio until next
month 1 Mine is a Lemon !
W.J.L. (ANNIE).

The Drums.
At last we have managed to find time to insert a few lines in our
Regimental Journal, only with difficulty though, as no doubt
everybody knows.

THE DRAGON
We are nearly settled down now in the Land of the Blue Sun, but
we still have to get up early in the mornings and things are not so easy
as the lads thought they would be. Never mind, we shall soon get
used to it; after a few years in India everybody will be brownedoff.
(But sign on, do not go away).
Our notes are short this time, owing to the fact that our worthy
Brother Fishy is very very busy teaching young skin wallopers para
diddles. Cheerio !
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But " Absence makes the heart grow fonder "
Has long been said.to be true. .
Time will come when we shall envy
The " mob " that's stationed here
Also the " Company Training " we did on this spot.
But " Roll on our boat for Blighty "
But happy are we, we're leaving here
So, Gibraltar Adios.
E.G.C.

Signal Section.

CRICKET. 

Since writing the notes for February many events have taken place,
and it is noteworthy that all feel the benefits derived from a change of
surroundings. The journey from Gibraltar, although perhaps not
quite so interesting as it may appear, was enjoyed by all ranks. The
Band and Drums supplied some splendid music morning and evening
and our officers arranged a series of sports to keep everyone fit. A
concert was given by members of the Battalion and it is heartily agreed
that the turns were "real good" and everyone thoroughly enjoyed
the arranged programme.
The train journey from Karachi was a bit monotonous as can be
expected. One usually gets fed up with a few hours' ride so it was
natural that 60 hours would be very much so. .
To give a complete or vivid description of our surroundings here is
practically impossible as apart from long dusty roads we have seen
nothing. The City we cannot enter, and there appears to be nothing
else here, so we remain in Barracks. Nevertheless, wc have plenty of.
room. There is enough room between each bungalow to play foot
ball or parade a Battalion.
Sport is one of the main items of the day here and as the barracks
contain plenty of good grounds, some excellent games are being played.
Although it is very warm, football is still the favourite, a good second
being hockey. Cricket has taken the fancy of " Sigs." and up to date
we have managed to get a few splendid matches.
Signalling seems to still remain in the background owing to the
best part of the morning, when it is cool, being taken up by route
marches. Flagwagging is not exactly a pleasure when tlie sun is
shining here.
All were eagerly looking forward to the spare time that was said
we should have here, so as to be able to take up a hobby. It is thought
that this "Hobby Time" left Bareilly when we arrived, for noone
seems to have encountered it; unless it is the early morning walks of
ours.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Will Basher's parrot ever speak ?
Is Hooks pressing or messing his suit ?
Is the section going " Dry " ?
Will Joe cut out Mrs. Weiver ?
Why is the racecourse out of bounds ?
And is Sterling worried ?
Did the dog go to the wet to find Tabs ?
Was it to be wondered at ?

ON GIBRALTAR ADIOS.
Months of weary and long waiting,
Months of " moaning" day by day,
Months have gone since the SS. Hecuba,
Bore the 1st Battalion The Buffs here !
Patience is at last rewarded
Now it comes our turn to go.
And you can hear us gladly murmur
Oh Gibraltar Adios.
No more shouts of " On Parade "
Or " Double to it" strikes the air
No more " Rock Fatigues " or " Signalling'
Our boat will soon be here
No more " Lookouts " for A and B Range.
Or " Sentry " pacing to and fro.
We are ready for Bareilly and India
Oh Gibraltar Adios.
No more " Wads " within the Canteen
No more swims at Catalan Bay.
Our boat will soon be sighted
To bear the " Buffs " away.
No more shall we have " Rock Schemes'
Where the white Narcissi grow
For you can hear us singing
Oh Gibraltar Adios.
The views of Spain's rugged country
We shall gaze upon no more
Where Gibraltar's steep heights
Guard the Mediterranean shores.
While sea and sky of deepest azairc
And thick Levantees we shall miss
But, soon away, and this our wish
Oh Gibraltar Adios.
Cries of " Tringo " and " Caliantie "
Wc shall hear no more,
Or " Caro companion esta noche "
To walk in Spain again,
Or meet the dark senoritas
At bullfights ? where we go.
We are happy now we're going.
Oh Gibraltar Adtos.

COBBLER.

We have started the season in grand style. We have played two
games against the Odds and Ends (No. 3 Group), but we have not got
the scorebook of the first game, which we won. The following is the
result of the latter game :—
SIGNALLERS v. O.S.B.
ODDS AND ENDS.
First luniugs.
Second Innings,
Pearce, b Wilson.
1 c Aston, b Hammond... 0
Hover, c Smith, b Gowen
2 c Kendall, b Hammond 7
Stroud, lbw, b Wilson
3 c Howland, b Smith
5
Sgt. Papworth, b Wilson
1 b Smith
0
Cpl. West, lbw, b Hammond
0 not out
6
Pte. Barrel, c Kendall, b Gowen
2 b Gowen
5
Pte. Deverson, c Wilson, b Smith
25 b Hammond
25
Pte. Gurling, c Harding, b Wilson
0 lbw, b Gowen
1
Pte. Ferrel, b Smith
6 b Wilson
10
Davis, c Smith, b Hammond
3 b Wilson
1
Bray, not out
0 b Wilson
4
Extras
1
Extras
6
Total

Wilson ...
Gowen ...
Hammond
Smith ...
Wilson ...
Gowen ...
Hammond
Smith ...
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BOWLING.
First Innings.

...

...

Second Innings.

...

Total

...
...
...
...

4 for
2 for
2 for
2 for

70

8
13
13
9

... 3 for 22
... 2 for 23
... 3 for 12
... 2 for 7

SIGNALS.
First Innings.
Second Innings,
Pte. A. Wilson, b Girling
14 b Deverson
32
Pte. J. Hammond, c Farnel, b Sgt.
Papworth
14 b Bray
.6
Pte. E. Smith, c Girling, b Papworth 3 c Pearce, b Deverson..., 9
Fte. E. Boorman, c and b Deverson. 8 not out
9
Pte. Gowen, lbw, b Girling
6 c West, b Deverson
2
Pte. T. Aston, run out
6 not out
1
Pte. C. Kendall, c Terrel, b Pearce.... 0'
Pte. Dibble, st Bray, b Deverson
1
Pte. W. Southon, b Pearce
0 fdid not bat.
Pte. Howland, b Pearce
0^
Pte. G. Harding,, not out
1
Extras
5
Extras..
Total

Girling ...
Sgt. Papworth
Deverson
Pearce ...
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BOWLING.
First Innings.

Second Innings.
Deverson
Bray
Result .'—Signals won by 6 wickets.

Total (4 wkts). 60

2 for
2 for
2 for
3 for

24
24
3
2

3 for 20
1 for 39

"A" Company.
Well, after a rather long holiday from this penpushing job
due to our move from Gibraltar, our learned friend " Robin " starts'
clamouring again for The Dragon Notes, and it is only natural that I
should have to oblige.
The voyage from Gibraltar to Karachi was not too exciting and
with tlie exception of the couple of days when the sports were held
the days were somewhat inclined to drag, a little.
'
After leaving Malta we encountered a couple of saucy waves and as
a result I was one of the victims who helped to contribute towards
the fishes' C.R.A.
I always did say that all sailoring should be done in the Suez Cnnai,
After a few days' railway journey from Karachi, we eventually
reached our destination which was Bareilly.
Tlie barracks are spread out over an enormous area and as a result
bicycles are in great demand, both for the purpose of carrying out the
Regimental duties, and also for pleasure. Already the Battalion have
formed a Cycle Club and by all accounts some good times should be
experienced by the members.
We are actually enclosed in a cantonment, but by beingproperly
dressed and in possession of a pass we are able to visit certain bazaars
and quarters situated in the Native area.

THE DRAGON
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Plenty of sports grounds are at our disposal owing to the whole
area resembling one large park or common, and in the evenings now, the
majority of the troops can be seen utilising the sports fields and making
up for the time they spent at Gibraltar under rather cramped
circumstances as regards sports.
Of course wc have not been here hardly long enough to get going
with any intercompany sports yet, but I suppose we shall soon make
a start, at present the training for the Harris Shield Sports occupy
a rather large amount of time.
There is not a large amount of news this time, but before I finally
close I should like to congratulate on behalf of the Company, L/Sgt.
Turner, Cpl. Hoskins, Cpl. Deverson, Sgt. Larkin, I./Cpls. Priestley
and Gudgion on their various promotions and appointments.
L/Sgt. Hadaway experienced some ratlier hard luck on his way out
from Gibraltar in having to be dropped at Aden through a serious
illness, but at the present time we have just heard the good news that
he has been taken off the S.I. I,ist. I am sure tlie whole Company
will join with me in wishing him a speedy recovery and a quick return
to the old Company.
News is somewhat short and at present I am again Orderly Corporal,
(and it is no joke taking the book round at nights and also obliging on
all the parades) so you can see that I will soon conclude, but not before
I have seen the Orderly Sergeant and found out whether I am on
" QUARTER GUARD."

" B " Company.
On the 7th of February we embarked on the City of Marseilles
for our new station, Bareilly. We left the following day, and as we
steamed out of the harbour, the bauds of H.M.S. Hood and Iron Duke
struck up "Should Auld Acquaintance Be Forgot," and the crews
cheered us tremendously. On the second day out we experienced
rough weather and those individuals who were not used to the sea were
obviously seasick.
COMPANY BOXING.
On the 23rd and 24th instant, boxing took place on board and tlie
company did remarkably well.
23rd instant.—Pte. Moore, "B," 1st Buffs v. Rifleman Cartwright,
Cameronians. Moore was more clever than his opponent and won
easily on points.
SEMIFINALS (24th inst.)
Welter-weight:—Pte. Denham, "B" v. Drm. Harland, "H.Q." This
proved to be a good fight, and Denham was given the verdict on
points.
Light-weight:—Pte. Isted, "B" v. Pte. Cherry, "A." Xsted won on
points.
FINALS.
Bantam-weight:—Pte. Moore, "B" v. Pte. I.elant, "D." Moore won
easily on points.
Light-weight:—Pte. Isted, "B" v. Pte. Dunk, "A." Isted won
on points.
Welter-weight:—Pte. Denham, "B" v. Pte. Spencer, "H.Q." This
was a hardfought contest, but Denhain won on points.
We welcome C.S.M. Farrow to the Company and offer our
congratulations to Sgt. Phebey, Corporals Cook, Wliite, Hunt and Wyles
on their recent promotion.
We are expecting to move to tlie hill station, Ranikat, at the end
of this month, and we will give you a fuller account of what it is like
in next month's notes.
With regard to sport, we have not had much time, but we managed
to hold the company sports on the 16th and 19th instant. Much
talent lias shewn itself and we really hope to find a very good place
with points as regards tlie Battalion Sports, which are being held next
week. A full account will be given next month.
F.T.B.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Was Darkie in a nightmare when lie shouted out " Housie, Hoii3ie,"
in his sleep ?
Has Lugs found tlie lefthanded spanner yet ?
Is " give us a fag " the latest saying at Bareilly ?

" D " Company.
I must apologise for the shortness of the notes during tlie past two
months, but really it is not all my fault, and now, I will endeavour to
give you something to read.
On the 7tli February, 1927, there was much wind and excitement
in the place called Grand Casemates Barracks, Gibraltar. After
much packing and loading up of kit bags, boxes and various oddments
etc., the boys of " ll.M.S. Don." paraded in full marching order, amid
many sliouts of "Get on Parade," "Fall in," etc. on"the Barrack
Square. There were hundreds of spectators of the civilian population
of Gibraltar around the square watching the merry Buffs parade for
tlie last time on the Rock of Gibraltar. After some time of piling arms
and putting equipment in line, the men fell out for a short time. At
about 12.30 p.m. the parade fell in and marched to the Dockyard,
there to embark for India on H.T. City of Marseilles.
During all this time there were a few people who were not having
such a good time. The Company Storeman was seen standing outside
the Guard Room, all dressed up like Father Christmas and looking very
sad. I spoke to him during my round of Barracks liandingover to tlie
East Surreys, and he asked me what time we moved off and what
time wc did eat. I had pity on him, for I was very hungry also, but
as there was only bread left, we had to make that do.
After all tlie' Barracks had been handed over and all the keys had
got mixed up iu a box, we bid the East Surreys and Casemates good
bye. The storeman and myself then took Garrie to tlie Dockyard and
joined tlie waiting line, handing rifles along for storing in the Armoury.
At last tlie time came for all troops to go aboard, and whilst we
settled ourselves down, some men of other companies were detailed to
load our heavy baggage. I soon got setUed and proceeded about the
ship to see what was to be seen, but did not see much.
One thing I noticed, however, was a fatigue party of about six men
with a handcart, rushing backwards and forwards witli boxes. They
worked like niggers as the saying goes, and 1 have never seen a party
work so hard before. The Embarkation Staff Captain remarket!
those fellers are working like tlie devil, and tlicy were enjoying it too.
At about 10.30 p.m., all was loaded and the boat gradually fell to
silence.
The following day, the 8th February, at about 7.30 a.m., the City
of Marseilles cast off from the quay and proceeded on her long voyage
to India. At first the sea was calm, but we got into a bit of rough
water ill the vicinity of Malta, where I noticed some of our famous
crew shewed kit. I was fairly good on tliis journey, but I suppose
that was due to the fact that I had to assist Married Families at Boat
Stations. It does not do for a seaman to show liis kit in rough seas.
On about tlie fourth day, the sun got a little warmer and the troops
and families got their sea legs, and then the usual cry on a Trooper :
" House about, Blioys." And that is all tlie troops did from morning
to night.
We called in at Port Said for a whole day and certain people were
allowed ashore. During this stay tlie boat took in coal, water and
provisions. The families also purchased tlieir sun helmets, those
that were going to be issued at Karachi, and many other small articles.
I noticed also that tlie price of tilings went up as soon as the Buffs
arrived.
.
,
Having finished unloading armoured cars, which by the way, was
the cause of our long stay, we at last proceeded on our way up the Suez
Canal. This journey was completed during the last evening and night
and the paMenaers did not see much of the surrounding country.
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About 6.45 a.m., on 16th February, we came out at the other end
of the Suez, and after a short stay in midstream, to let the Pilot off,
we again went on our way. We called in at Aden, just to put off two
bad cases to Hospital and then on we went on the last part of our sea
journey. 
Having arrived at Karachi, on 26th February, 1927, wc started to
disembark by Companies. 1 took a fancy to the disembarkation,
owing to the fact that the men were carrying full marchirfg order;
rifles aqd bayonets, two kit bags and some of them, even three kit bags.
How they managed it I do not know, but they did all the same.
As one company became present on its place of parade, it was marched
off to the waiting sheds, there to wait for cntrainment to Bareilly.
The move to Bareilly from Karachi was not too exciting. I can
only describe the "B" train party, which was composed of "H.Q.
Wing,!'. ."D" Company, "C" Company and a party from "B" Company ;
total in all being 528.
There were three trains, "A," "B" and "C." "A" started at about
7 p.m., "B" left at 9.30 and "C" was supposed to leave at 12 p.m.
I do notknow its actual time of leaving, but it took longer to ruu
through that journey than did the other two trains.
Well, to go back to the journey of "B" train. Having loaded water,
rations hhd troops, wc started off as'I said before, at 9.30. After
some hours of moving along like a snail, we stopped, what for, no one
knows, no station, no signal, nothing to see or hear. We. went on
again and arrived at a station where we were supposed to change
engines,"but the new engine was not there, so .we filled up with water
and went'on again. Daylight dawned, and the troops gradually came
to life." After a few " After you's " with the washing bowl, and " Don't
throw away that shaving water," the troops settled down to the most
substantial breakfast of tea, bread and jam.
At large stations, where we had to stop, the troops were allowed
out of to carriages in small numbers under a N.C.O., to go to to back
part of the train to purchase goods from the Canteen Contractor. At
one station we caught up with "A" train ; it left as we steamed in.
On arrival at Bareilly Junction Station we detrained, handed in to
the Train Quartermaster the water pots and what was left of the free
soda water bottles (empty), collected and rolled blankets and fell in,
after which we marched to Barracks. What happened between the time
of leaving the station and the arrival in Barracks, 1 do not. know, as
I was left behind to hand over the train, reserve rations, and empty
cases, etc. At last I arrived in Barracks. Having dumped my equip
ment, etc., I proceeded to find some food. I will not say any more
about the Move or the arrival at Bareilly or else I shall get shot.

SPORTS AT BAREIILY.
At present only Platoon Matches have been played. Practice
runs have taken place and one hockey match. Several boys have
taken to golf and no doubt in time will be seen at Canterbury.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What will happen to Murphy and Marchant left behind in
Gibraltar ?
Who put the paint on upside down ? Ask Nippy.
What is the new way for scaring away to kite hawkes at Bareilly ?
Should to meals be guarded en route from cookhouse todining hall ?
Ask Barton.
For what reason is a certain man collecting monkeys ?
What is to difference between a domestic pet (cat) travelling first
class on a trooper, and a domestic pet (cat) travelling 3rd class on a
Trooper ? Answer to be found in next issue.
Where did toy dig up the jam that was issued at Karachi ?
When are we going to get sheets to sleep between, or are toy wait
ing until we have bought our own ?
Who was to laundry girl who cut the tail off to Private's shirt to
mend his arm pits ? Does Wabbler know anything about it ?
Who is the cardboard soldier of No. 16 Platoon ?
Who is No. 16 Platoon's snake ? Ask John.
When is Lascar having his first consignment of tringos sent from
to Rock ?
Does " Shillito " find birdkeeping profitable ?
Is the mess room improving in appearance and have the Mess
Orderlies got corns on their hands ?
Who was to Orderly Corporal who put an " Earlv Breakfast Chit"
in for 12.30. Ask Badger.
What is a broken " Left Feed Arm " on a Lewis Gun ? Ask
" Slippery."
Is the Red Sea all red ? Ask " Shavo."
Has " Tritton " found Crater and Steamer's Point at Bareilly, yet ?
Do insects eat meat, and why are toy kept on chains ?
Why has Redman given up early morning swimming and taken up
midnight prowling ?

HEARD ON THE TROOPSHIPS.
Rooky to Old Sweat: " What are those big bags for ?. (Ship's Wind
Scoops). Is it for the Air Mail ? "
Old Sweat to Rooky: " No ! That's for listeningin purposes."
Orderly Officer of the Watch to Sentry : " What would you do if a man
fell oVerboard ? "
Sentry to 0.0. of the Watch : " Throw a lifeboat at him, Sir."

HEARD AT DELHI RAILWAY STATION.
Soldier to Native Hawker: " How much are the bananas, George ? "
Native Hawker: " Six annas for twelve, Sahib."
Soldier to Native Hawker : " Here, y'are, take 1 rupee and be satisfied."

HEARD ON PARADE.
Officer to Private: " Tell me three kinds of foldings."
Private to Officer: "Ra—Ra—Rapid. S—Slow, and and and Sn
Snapshooting S
Sin"
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The 2nd Battalion.
A PRIL»

the
best
month
in
the
year—few will grudge this
—seems to have infected
us.
The interminable
avenues of Aldershot are
becoming a pleasure to
walk
down:
everyone
seems to be turning into
a landscape gardener who
can raise a square yard of
mud and a penny packet
of seeds. . The motor shed
is bristling with motor
cycles and every stick of
woodwork has fallen under
the carmine brush of the pioneers. Truly
wonderful results from a few hours of sunshine.
77J/SB//r/- Sb
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We are all very sorry to lose Captain Rice
and Lieut. Lister, who are off to West Africa.
They were entertained at at least three farewell
dinners by the Depot, by Maj.Gen. Sir A.
Lynden Bell and family, and by the 2nd
Battalion. Bon voyage! and may they send
us copious accounts of their life out there.
We have suffered yet another loss in the
sudden departure of Lt. Turner for China.
It came as a great surprise and he was gone
almost immediately after receiving his orders.
Once again we wish him the best of
luck and hope to hear from him at frequent
intervals.
Rumour has it that the 1st Battalion is
going to claim Capt. Field, whom we shall
indeed miss very much.
Lt. D'Arcy Symonds is also shortly going
for a spell on the West Coast—perhaps Sierra
Leone.
We welcome to the Battalion Lieut.

H. P. P. Robertson, who has returned from
Africa and has taken a house at Ash Vale.
SPORT.

There has been very little sport this month
owing to the fact that the Battalion has been
firing the Annual Musketry Course (did I hear
someone say curse ?).
. On April 8th, 9th and 10th the Buffs'
Golfing Society held a meeting here, many
members staying in the Mess. We were all
very glad to see so many old friends again.
We only wish they had had better weather.'
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Those present included :—
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell, Maj.
Gen.Sir Guy Bainbridge ; Colonels W. H.
Trevor and E. B. Burns ; Majors F. W. Tomlin
son and J. V. R. Jackson; Captains Davies,
Vertue, Terry, Lamarque, Baird and Goodall.
The Battalion met the 1st Battalion The
Loyal Regiment iu the semifinals of the Army
InterUnit
Boxing
Championship,
and,
although we boxed well, we were up against
a magnificent team and only won two fights,
Sgt. Beal (Featherweight) and Pte. Maslin
(Heav3*weights). I must apologise for lack
of notes as our boxing correspondent is en
route for Africa, together with the team
leader !
This month we are able to send a bumper
lot of photographs and next month will include
our Easter notes.
PlELBI.
Sergeants' Mess.
During the mouth of March we have continued to
hold our fortnightly Whist Drives and Dances which
have been very well attended, as they usually are. Our
thauks are due to C.S.M. Tong for the very good shows
he has given us. We have all enjoyed them and hope
that they will never cease.
On Wednesday 16th March, we held a Dance in the
Marlborough Lines Theatre, commencing at about
8.30 p.m. and finishing
about 2 a.m., 17th. This was
a splendidly run and attended turn out, but it brought
to light the fact that the " Charleston " is not so
popular among the Sergeants' and their friends as one
would think when they see people trying to perform
this Dance when a " FoxTrot " or " OneStep " is
announced. The M.C. put a " Charleston " on
especially to see how it would go, but not more
than half a dozen couples took the iloor to try it.
We must thank the Dance Committee very warmly
for the excellent work they carried out in running this
Dance, for the Decorations aud also for the excellent
method of serving refreshments in a place aside from
the Dance Hall. It prevents such things as kicking
against cups, glasses, etc.
The Committee consisted of
President aud
General Manager, C.S.M. Tong. Buffet : Sgt. Mac
Walter. M.C.'s : Sgts. Sidwell and Tutt. Wet Bar :
Sgts. Cox and Cronin. At the Door : Sgt. Wright.
Sgt. Diamond's Orchestra, as usual, performed their
best and everyone had a very enjoyable evening.
Amongst those present were the following :—
Lt.Col.LAV. Lucas, D.S.O.,M.C.; Maj. G. Lee, D.S.O.;
Captains H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O.. Li. H. Allen; G. R.
Howe, G. F. Hamilton, M.C., and W. B. Griffith ;
Lieuts. J. E. King, E. P. C. Bruce, T. N. Penlingtou.
E. A. Airy and A. F. St. A. Turner, Lieut, aud
Quartermaster P. Dare, 2/Lieuts. J. A. Botley,
P. T. G. LyndenBell, F. W. B. Parry and A. J. Reith :
R.S.M. Watson from the Staff College, Camberley ;
R.S.M. and Mrs. Crockett, A.P.T. Staff, from Staff
College, Camberley. Many will remember R.S.M. and
Mrs. Crockett as being stationed at Canterbury a year
or two ago.
During the month C.Q.M.S. G. Coaster brought
a Draft from the Depot and remained with us for the
weekend.
We congratulate Sgt. Cronin upon his promotion to
Sergeant and we also congratulate and welcome L/Sgts
Richardson and Knights on their joining their Mess.
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

We would like to be enlightened upon the following
points :—
Did Coaster lose his Pork Chop ?
What did Tovey do with it ?
Does he train heavyweights on Pork Chops ?
Where does he put it all ?
What exactly did Tommy mean when lie said he
had left " one in the double baulk " ?
Is that a new terror in billiards ?
Does Tom Reece know anything about it '.
OVERHEARD :

Washer-up (to Cook) : " When we get to China you
will have it " cushy." You will only have to cook
rice !"
Cook : " You will only have to wash up " chopsticks.
That's about all you can manage."
Corporals' Mess.
Our activities in the social and other worlds have somewhat in
creased since our notes last appeared in The Dragon. On February
24th, we held a Dance in the Marlborough Lines Theatre, winch, as
usual, proved a great success. Our Dances always prove a great
attraction to those noted " Blowers," Messrs. Turner, Knocker, King,
Eister, Airy, Cass, etc., and we are only too pleased to welcome them.
Whilst on the subject of Blowers, we regret to bid farewell to " Blaster
Turner, who has left for China aud " Blower" Lister who leaves for
Africa. We wish them, the best of luck and a speedy return. At the
Mess Meeting, Corporals Stocken, Watson, and Sawkins were given a
vote of thanks for the successful way in which the Dance was run.
Our next event was a " return " free Smoker to the K.R.R.C. Corporals
which was also a huge success. We had several members of the
Battalion Concert Party and Sgt. Diamond and his Jazz Band, all of
whom very kindly gave their services free and were the main cause of
the success of the evening. R.S.M. Vaughan took the " Chair and
announced the items, and, after a few "turns" gave the
toast,
of the "King." Later in the evening, the President, Cpl. Stocken,
in a short speech of welcome, gave the toast of the " visitors, which
was replied to very ably by the President of the Corporals Mess
K.R.R.C. The outstanding item was undoubtedly Cpl. Martin in his
droll turns. In his " Don't scrap the British Navy, the expression and
makeup caused so much merriment that it was several minutes before
he could proceed with his song. We were very pleased to see ('lug)
Sgt. Hancock on the stage once more, giving liis old " Parson songs,
which also caused great amusement. Wc must not forget Sgt. Amos
aud Pte. Woods who both helped to make the evening go with a swing.
The last item Was Wonk Woods and his Community Singing, nobly
assisted by Sgt. Diamond and his Band. The audience having by this
time, been well supplied with neckoil, joined in with a will and nearly
brought the roof down. A very enjoyable evening was brought to a
close at 11.30 p.m. by everybody joining hands and singing " Auld
Lang Syne," and finally, " The King.".
Several changes ha've taken place in the Mess lately, vv e have to
congratulate Cpl. Knights, D.C.M. and Cpl. H. C. Baker on tlieir pro
motion to L/Sgt. and we also welcome to the Mess, Goodman, 'lerry,
W. Baker, W. Richardson, Hollands, Twyman, and Foad on becoming
Members. Also L/Cpls. Richards, Norris and Hodges oil their pro
motion to Corporals.
'
Several new Committees have been formed. The Indoor Committee
for all indoor entertainments is :—Corporals Pcett, Norris and Towns
end. The Outdoor Committee for all Sports is Corporals Martin,
Richards, and Strand, and the Shooting Committee, Corporals Pack,
Parretl and Saunders. Cpl. Hodges understudies Cpl. Stocken with
the books and takes over tlie office of President.
One event which I had nearly forgotten was the Corporals Spoon
Shoot which took place on the l(5th of March, on the 30 yards range at
Cove. Cpl. Curliss and L/Cpl. Goodsell tied for top place with a score
of 41 and L/Cpl.ChippSmith won the Wooden Spoon with a score of 11.
The practices were Five Rounds Slow Application aud Ten Rounds
Rapid in 30 seconds. George Gowcrs and King had the nerve to bet
"Oliver" that he would not score five and fifteen respectively and
consecuientlv Oliver enjoved two pints that evening at their expense.
A small amount of amusement was caused whilst Oliver was firing the
slow practice. The first shot was called out " magpie at "9," the
next " magpie at 10." Oliver called out, " What shall I be at 10.30 ?
I think this will suffice for this mouth. News has just come through
that Oliver has scraped out of " bung" by one point in the Annual
Musketry Course.

How to get " The Dragon."
pO R those wishint; to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
i year <?/-, 6 months f/-, 3 months 2/-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Puffs,
Canterbury.
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Cpl. Martin, Pte. Woods, Miss Game, Pte. Walter, Sgt. Smith, Mrs. Field, Sgt. Amos.
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" D " Company.
I am sure the Battalion subEditor will say
rotten show " when lie receives these notes, for to
collect the material is like chasing " birds " and there
is not much sport in that, except when caught. Also,
one lias to take a lot of knocks when writing notes, for
I was informed of several errors and the subEditor
wanted to know if it was his place to adjust my
bloomers—well—what I mean to say—I don't mind.
We have managed to play off some of the postponed
football matches, being successful in one match, and
a little unlucky in the other two. On tlie 17tli we
played "H.Q. A " and lost, 6—2. This game was not
a very good one, the halfback line shewing a great
weakness, but Knight did his best to keep them
together. Perhaps we may blame St. Patrick for it.
We then played "A" Company on the 4tli April and
lost, 1—0. In this a total lack of combination lost the
game, no exceptionally good play being shewn on either
side. On the 6th April we managed to beat "H.Q. B"
by 4—1, this being a fairly good game. The outside
right played well all the time and Woodcock scored
a brilliant goal. We hope to be able to finish off the
Company League shortly, for we have only "B" Coy.
to meet.
The Company wish to congratulate Cpl. Norris on
promotion. Although he lias been sent to "C" Coy.
we still hear an occasional moan from that direction.
Also to L/Cpl. Parsons on reaching the dizzy heights
of paid LanceCorporal ; we are all wondering whether
he will spring to a RollsRoyce or a new straw hat on
the extra cash ! In any case he was heard to tell
someone that he wanted to buy an alarm clock and
a watch with the back pay. We suggest Big Ben and
then finish with it.
No. 16 Platoon has got a complete Frothblower In
it. The only fault he has is that he talks about beer
and blows froth off the washbowl instead. Also the
mysterious howling at Reveille has the effect of warning
the occupant of B8 Bunk of the approaching " mist."
It was rather a shame that a certain man in the same
platoon was appointed No. 1 " Spud peeler " after his
good speech on tlie virtues and skill of " spud peeling."
OrderlySergeants make a very bad audience, especially
after carrying the " whole weight of the company "
for one day.
We were all surprised the other night at the
pictures, for " Peggy " mounted the stage and I believe
he was going to give a turn. Wc were all disappointed
when he came off.
The horsefancier in 15 Platoon has told us that
lie can groom a horse so that one can use it as a mirror
for shaving in. Perhaps that accounts for the whiskers
on parade. Also a certain man of 15 wears lady's
garters to keep up his football stockings. No wonder
he is so fleetfooted !
We have started off this month (April) with the
moaning " season. This is the time when evervone
moans about bad rifles, bad markers, bad light,"bad
wind and bad beer (if there is such a thing). In other
words—we have started firing our annual course, which
is held as an excuse for all things. Even the officer
who demonstrated how to mark over tlie 'phone gave
us an excuse " Annual Course." I hope to be able to
write more about this in next month's notes.
We wish to thank Mr. P. LyndenBell for presenting
a very nice Silver Cup for an InterPlatoon monthly
Dart Competition. Now then, you dart experts, what
about getting a move on ; dartthrowers' cramp does
not develope until after about six months' play, so it
will not interfere with Shooting.
Also I wish to remind Platoons that tlie Company
Athletic Shield has got to be competed for, so get your
athletes going ; also Battalions Sports come off early
in June and we want talent by then.

I have heard that one of the " domestics," since
reading last month's notes, is likely to be admitted to
hospital for " violent rage " treatment.
IF .' " If I had only put another hundred on "—
still, that is to be kept for next month's notes. The
burial takes place tonight.

Machine Qun Platoon.
Since our last notes quite a few things of importance have taken
place as regards our platoon.
To begin with, we are all ever so sorry to lose our late Commander
Lt. Turner,who received sudden orders to pack up for that mysterious,
country called China. Within four days he was gone, but we hope
some day he will come back to the Platoon, if not, at least to
the Battalion.
Our new Commander is Capt. Allen from "A" Company and we all
hope he will soon settle down to his new form of work.
In these days we are getting plenty of hard work by way of Section
Training, and we already know the " ins and outs" of E.2 and A.l.
areas, but still, wc know it is all for our good because next month we
are off to Netlieravon for the concentration where we hope to pull off
a few cups.
Congratulations to Cpl. RUey on his marriage, but don't forget Vic.,
the advice Robert and John gave you. They ought to know for they
are well ? both married, at least John hopes to be one day.
At present he is going strong and without any " brakes," too !
Sergeants Sidwell and Wright have now been pasted to the Platoon
to go with the new No. 3 Section.
Before going any further we offer a great welcome to Lieut. Knocker
who has also joined our happy band. At present we do not see much
of him, for being officer i/c musketry, he is a busy man during these
days of firing.
In a few days we are likely to have Sgt. Shoobridge back with us,
but only for a short while. Still, we have missed him long enough.
Next month's notes, I hope, will contain a full report of our work
and sport at Netheravon.
SPORT.
In the way of .Sport during the last month, we were not slack, and
managed to finish our league programme.
Having beaten "A" Company by 10 we next met "B" Company
who supplied us witli another two points, by an 82 win. Sgt. Tutt,
6 and Pte. Scott, 2 were our goal scorers. All the team played well.
Our next game was, as we expected, the hardest, for we met "A"
Group and lost by 42, after a most exciting game. Everyone on our
side did well, but were beaten by a better team. Sgt. Tutt scored our
goals.
"D" Company were our next opponents, but here we " caught a
cold," and were beaten by 41.
The score in no way suggests the run of the play, but our forwards
could not shoot, whereas those of "D" took every opportunity. Scott
scored our only goal, and without a doubt it was a good one.
Our last game was against "C" Company and this we won by 32.
Tlie winning goal was scored by Scott who brilliantly headed into the
net from a nice pass from West. Towards the end the game got rather
scrappy, with much kicking the ball out of plav. Sgt. Tutt scored our
other two goals.
Up to tlie present the League Table is not out as other
Companies still have games to play, but in next month's notes we may
be able to give an account of it.
We are getting together a tugofwar team in preparation for the
Battalion Sports ; Sgt. Sidwell has these in hand and is putting in some
overtime.
There is no doubt we are all out for the Harris Shield this year.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Does our " Robert " train on fresh eggs ?
Who is Clara ? and is " siie " any relation to Chink ?
Is it nice work pushing a motor ear up " Queen's Avenue " after
midnight ?
Who was tlie visitor who called to see Wheeler and Turrell and
was his name " Copper " ?
Will they take his advice in future ?
Has B.P. ever been to Ascot ?
Is " Clara " buying a new tyre ?
Is John's latest hit in songs " —of Arc " ?
Is he going to tlie Charleston Championships in London ?
Will Hobbs and Swindall ask Wheeler to make out their next week
end passes ?
Is it really worth it ?
What did George miss through having to stay in the Butts ?
Did he smack his chops aud say " hell ! I will go through the
motions " ?
Will Paddy ever become a " FrothBlower" ?
Who put Joe to bed after the Corporals' Smoker and was he seeing
things ?
Note.—For the benefit of all Machine Gunners.—Pencils were made
for writing purposes only.
{Signed) "TUMBLER NUT."
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The Band.

By the time these Notes are published the Battalion will have
completed the Annual Musketry Course. Our " Bisley" shots are
"oping that they will be able to get that elusive 65.
In football, "A" Group's team has played remarkably well, beat
'ng "A" Company, 63 ; "D" Company, *62, "B" Group, 42 and
drawing with "C" Company, 44, in the Harris Shield Competition.
The goal average would have been much better if Viney bad made the
most of his chances instead of kicking wildly.
The team representing tlie Group is McCorkell, Hewitt, L/Cpl.
Harper, L/Cpl. King, Shelton, Henrickson, Viney, Hall, Gosliug, Nye,
L/Cpl. Bowman. Our " Dankers" have only* played one match;
this was against tlie "M.G.'s" and ended in a draw of 1 goal each.
In answer to "C" Company's query in the April Dragon regarding
what "A" aud "D" Companies would do to "A" Group tlie above
Notes may be of some help.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When will " Cock " learn not to use too much " BackSight" on
the Range ?
Has " Ike" found out the actual cost of " Marksmans' " Badges
from Count and will it include his red tunic ?
Is it true that " Count " will be on MMM and Boat Race " for
week " ?
Does Noble think tlie Queen's Hotel a topping place or is it the
attraction behind the bar, and lias lie readied tlie end of tlie " Finale "
in Fifth Symphony or lias he gone back to sign ?
What our Darby and Joan are going to do when the time comes
for parting ?
When is Alf joining Jack Hylton's Band and will he take his banjo ?
Is it true that Mclcombe is liable to more fits of sickness when play
ing at Mess and will the B.M. rumble him ?
Is it true that the War Office have rendered a return to Whitstable
for the other part of Woof's car, and is he retiring from the cigarette
lighting combine because liorsepower developed is too great ?
CRUSADER.

The Drums.

Well, we are so very sorry we cannot let you have much news this
month as we are very busy firing our Annual Course with "B" Company,
and things are not looking so rosy as they were last year. If you do
not believe me, ask Harry and Alf and a few more.
The Band and Drums acted a part in some War Film the other day
and everyone is looking forward to a small " Meed."
We have entered a team for tlie Sixaside on Easter Monday and
we hope to win it ? This only lias bearing oil "C" Company's ????.?
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What did "A" and "D" Companies do with "A" Group ? We are
anxious to hear.
Has " bungs " any bearings on (x) " Buns " ?
Can " Man Friday " tell us.
DEATHS.
At Ash Ranges, the beloved guns of Dr. G. Donovan in their first
year. (L.E.T. I.T. R.I.P.)
Is Harry signing on to scrub rooms out for a living ?
(Signed) _A.O.F.b.

Wind Disturbers.

First and foremost I must say how sorry the section is at the loss
of our old storeman, E. Tobin, who died on March 14th, at Cambridge
Hospital, Aldershot. I am sure tlie sympathy of the whole section is
with his father and brothers. He was buried with full Military Honours
at Aldershot, the firing
party and bearers being supplied by liis
comrades, tlie Signallers. By all accounts, these duties were carried
out to the last letter. I say this knowing that it is the general opinion
of those who were present. After the Service was over, I was told by
several, that tlicy had never heard such volleys : I believe they were
perfect.
Now I must give a short account of our shooting abilities, as we have
just completed our Rifle Classification. Judging by the Butt Registers,
some " are " and some " aint " (any use).
Tlie majority of remarks heard on the range were : " How many
more do you want to get out of Bung." Some replies cannot be pub
lished owing to their bad English. In some cases there was so much
electricity in the air that it caused the 'phones to Charleston on the
Firing Point, thereby causing a Dis. The Ancient Order of Bungs will
hold their Annual Meeting on tlie evening of the 13th instant, in A2—2,
for the purpose of taking and handing over the Ancient Orders lost and
gained.
" Dizzy," the late President, will hand over (with much
pleasure) the duties and regalia to our most noble leader, " Garfield,"
who will be President for tlie ensuing W.T. year. The funeral service
for crossguns will be carried out some time this week. We are glad to
say that there will only be a few to attend this service, the reason being
that we were not overloaded with marksmen before. The different
excuses heard on the Range would fill many volumes. In fact, the
names of people who did NOT blame their, rifles could be typed on
a penny stamp.
The Weather Clerk has been very good to us during firing. We
have been unable to do a lot of Signal Training owing to the firing, but
have donea little reading when possible. The Classification takes place
during the last week in May, and I hope to see more crossedflags than
there are crossedguns.
Our friend " YANK" went away for a few days' holiday last week,
but I do not think it turned out very profitable. Our other friend
'' Tug'' is also proceeding on leave for a few days at Easter for the
purpose of carrying out the grudge lie must have against himself, but
iu any case we all wish liim the best of luck, and may all liis troubles
be " cliotawallahs."
L/Cpls. Bentlcy and Wilson have been very busy lately, punching
up for Catterick. Tliev have both passed satisfactorily here and now
we are hoping they will be allotted a vacancy. We wish tliem the best
of luck. We have a sixaside team in for Easter Monday, under the
command of L/Cpl. King and we hope to see them in tlie Final.
FLAGS.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is Phosferine an aid to firing and did the sum of 1/3 gain sixpence a
day ? (Ask Stark).
To what tune did tlie phones dance the Charleston ? Ask Douglas.
Is 2 and 4 off, better than a lifetime on ?
Will all the " young Tugs " have red noses ?
Will " Yank " sign the " Debits" or Credits account for the 110*1
few year* ?
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THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why have collars on overcoats ?
. . . . . .
,
When is Ilardinian getting married, and will Bully lie best man .
Will our " Bung " get out ?
.
When are Wolley and the "Cook" eloping? Is it love ar nrst
sight or bad eye(sight) ?
When is Toms signing on for Millwall ? Ask Hudd.
Who won the " Clock " and was it wangled ? Ask Dusty.
Has "Willie" or otherwise "Hot Waiter" transferred lus bank
ing account to I.loyds ?
.
Is Bully after the wife's husband and will lie fix him up ? Ask
Blencowe.
(Signed) Ss.B.l.

"A" Company."

A few more notes having come in from Platoons, it has left me with
a little less to do this month in the way of Dragon Notes, for which I am
very thankful, as, having been on Company Training, and then com
mencing our Annual Weapon Training Course right on top of that,
there has been far too little time to spare.
On 15tli March we played a Champion Company Football Maicu
with "H.Q." 'A' and finally went under, 63. On 4th April, we beat
"D" Company 1 nil, thanks to a goal scored by Pte. Walton in tlie
ccond
just finished
the interPlatoon Football Cup Matches.
Results were as follows :—
No. 1 Platoon beat No. 3, 5—nil.
No. 4 Platoon beat No. 2, 41. 
Final .—No. 1 Platoon beat No. 4 Platoon, 32.
No. 2 Platoon won tlie "Stick Orderlies" Mirror for the quarter
ending 31st March. This is a mirror which goes to the Platoon inai
has the largest number of men selected as C.O.'s Orderlies on guard
mounting parades, and is held for three months.
.
Owing to great pressure of work and insufficient time, I regret
cannot give you more news this month, but I hope to do better ne

' Don't let 'em scrap the British Navy."
Corporal Martin, B.A.D.S.
Is it for 14 or 16 years ?
Does Henry Andrew Arthur Garfield want to buy a pair of guns (for
next year) ?
.,
,
Have " NEW CRORSS " got any more like the one we have got here
If so, would they mind keeping them.
Who wanted another round, and what for ?
And wouldn't Tom's razor do instead ?
What price was liver on the first day of classification ?
Shall we ever get these answered ?

Officers' Servants (Domestic).
A few more notes for our gentle readers. I am afraid they will be
a few this month as we are in the throes of firing our Annual Musketry
Course, and have not given a thought to football.
We have been very busy recently in tlie Mess, having had one or
two rather big guest nights, which has nearly driven " Jenkins and
his understudv " Dusty," cranky.
.
1 really think that Jenkins would have made a splendid signaller
judging from his frantic waving of his arms, not to mention his pitiful
looks, while the dinner is actually in progress.
Also Daylight and Berscv trip round like fairies on stilts.
_
It is also rumoured that Hudd is going in for a market gardener s
course. We hear he is well acquainted with " caulifiowers."
The Charleston trio have been making some mysterious visits 111
the direction of Cove recently, but we are beginning to see daylight at
last.
It has been noticed that tlie Employed have started Dragon Notes.
We wish them success, but I do not think their reporter can come up
to.the standard of the Domestics.

As an afterthought, I regret to say we have lost Capt. E H. AUen
and Lieut. II. S. Knocker who have been posted to "H.Q. \V mg. nic.
Hancock lias also gone to "H.Q." and Pte. Walton goes likewise after
the" Course."
,
,
In losing Privates Hancock and Walton we lose two of our football
team, whose services at the present time we can illaftord to lose.
OLD LAWN

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who murmured Shanghai when the Battalion was dismissed from
parade suddenlv one day ?
No. 1 PLATOON'S CORNER.
Hello ! Hello ! Hello ! No. 1 Platoon calling, Weather Forecast,
News Bulletin, and Bedtime Story. First Retep went, now
Whose
I " has gone, so it is up to me to hand out the " doings.
All one can hear now is : "I am going to get the jolly old cross
guns or eat mv hat." Rather a foolish performance (eating hats. i
mean). I should have thought the fish cakes or rissoles or whatever
those atrocities are we have for breakfast, would have been punisii
ment enough ; anyway, tlie shooting has caught No. 1 in its clutches.
We welcome to the fold Privates Lewis and Cowley ; Lewis is gins'r
and Cowley comes from London. Apart from that we have nothing
against them ; at least, not yet.
' .
Nadin is still mending his watch. Perhaps it wants winding up.
some watches do need winding up now and again. By the way, tm
watch is an illuminous one, you know what I mean, one that shows up
in the dark. Nadin's watch happens to perform this miracle. _ Some
do. In fact, the B.O. Sgt. told us to put the fire out after 10.1a p.m.,
but he, poor fellow, knew nothing about the watch.
,
"Snub" seems anxious to get liis weight down, but his methods
are rather strange. He lias even taken tlie flat from his pack whilst
on a route march. We are wondering if the large coal box will share
this fate ?
. ..
We are glad to say No. 2 section has an inventor m its rants, iris
latest invention (if it* may be called so) is an entirely new method oi
putting a Lewis Gun together. He is worth the whole section put
together. (He is the section).
At the time of going to press we have played one round for the inter 
Platoon Football Shield and have beaten No. 3 Platoon by five clear
goals. The game itself will be banded down in Company historj.
We did not realise we had such a gluxity of talent in our I latoon.
Foremost of all was goalgetter Harrington, whose acrobatic stunts
and endeavours to get a goal caused much amusement. \ve near nt
will either join the Arsenal or go on the boards. W e suggest tlie latter.
Another brilliant player was Lightning Lewis, whose passes to the wing
were superb ; that is if anyone liad been there. Somebody was going
to fix Cpl. Saunder and Johnson up. This caused a change in positions.
These two players were a great help, not forgetting to mention Brinton
who played a "fine game as linesman. So, having squared the Referee
we won" hands down. (They were down very often). Y*c now
meet No. 4 in the final and expect " Charlie's " lusty voice will be heard
all over Aldershot. (He is our old Platoon Sergeant); this will
probably be the last time, for he leaves us this month. We hope he
will meet with every success in civilian life.

L/Cpl. Yates has taken up heart affairs. His iirsl client was
" Treacle " who has fallen in love, or at least so we think. ^ He cries
out in his sleep the name of his beloved, instead of singing " Oil . ovv
1 'ate wimim." L/Cpl. Yates is very patient and this roll suits him
very well.
.STOP PRESS.
No. 1 Platoon won tlie match this afternoon against No. 4 Platoon.
It nearly became a boxing match and Charlie did shout (not arf).
STICKY* JOHN.
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Sergeant Beal and his Prizes, with Fr.ed Tovee.

Xo. 3 PLATOON'S CORNER.
I must apologise for the shortage of notes owing to the company
being very busy on Company Training and also firing their Annual
Musketry Course. As usual when there has been a few hours to spare
for sports, it has been raining hard, tlie only notable event being "A"
Company versus "D" Company at football." "A" Company won 10.
(Well played, lads).
THINGS ONE HEARS ON THE RANGE.
Is it right a certain N.C.O. said : " The wind blew the target away
from the bullet " ? Ask L;Cpl. Bowyer.
Why does No. 1 of 12 section visit " Petty Coat Lane" at week
ends ? Was it a glad eye he was looking for ? and returned with a
" Black " Eye instead ?
Who is the " old soldier " that looked down the barrel of his rifle
for the oil bottle? Ask "D.B.R."
N.C.O. and Recruit on on the Firing Range.

An N.C.O. was instructing a recruit on the firing point when firing
five rounds slow application practice ; the recruit was progressing
favourably, having scored four bulls, liis last shot being an inner. The
N.C.O. asked him why he got an inner after scoring four bulls.
Recruit: " Well, Corporal, just as I fired the " Sun " came out, and
the bullet could not sec where it was going."
A.V.G.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Was Harrington a tenderfoot before lie joined the Army ?
Who was the N.C.O. in No. 4 Platoon who said : " If you can't
kick the ball, kick tlie man," and would it have been better for him to
have said " Cliipp " the man " ?
Why has the gentle art of running faded out in No. 1 Platoon ?
Ask Crouch and Pollard ?
Who will Fullagar pay out if he gets " Bung " and will he start
sleepwalking again ?
Do airships really go under the water and has Pollard found out
what the R.33 is ?
Who was the man who said " Quick, there's an aeroplane outside
holding up a Planet" when the searchlights were playing on an aero
plane ?
Did Nobby kick the b"1/ with both feet and did he fall, or was he
pushed ?
STICKY JOHN.
Who was the man who said lie fired his Annual Course with a D.P.
Barrel and did he fire live dumm'es ?
How many bungs have we ?
Can Bristow brag about his ormer service (23 days) ?
Will the reverend Osbouri get married, or has he got someone in
line ?

Can two old sweats show us how to shoot ?
Does Jordan know " Heads, I win, tails yotf lose," yet ?
Can Ginger get a pass or is he a marked man ?
Is it a fact good letters can be written with tlie aid of the Bible ?
(Ask Isabel).
Does Ossie like peanuts ?
Wo FANG.

" C " Company.
Owing to the Annual Weapon Training Course filling up the greater
part of tlie month, there is not a great deal to write about.
In connection with tlie firing, there have been a great number of
surprises, marksmen dropping from their exalted height, while common
seconds and " Bungs " have taken the higher places.
Very little has been done in the way of sport.
We must congratulate I./Sgts. Kniglit and H. E. Bauer on their
promotions. Also we welcome to the Company, L;Sgt. Richardson,
Cpls. Richards, Norris and Hodges.
L/Sgts. Richardson and Baker have gone to Hythe oil a course;
we wish them " all the best."
As we have not much news and the page must be filled, we must ask
some questions.
E.V.D.L.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is it that spends all his week's pay on Tuesday night, and has
he got a lady friend ?
Did Graham get a " sweat" on during the W.T. Course ?
When is " EDDY " going to get a tin liat to fit him ?
Why was the C.S.M. in a good mood whilst working out the scores ?
Why, and in what form does fair curly hair affect CUP WINNERS ?
Did Paddy toss up with another for Company Shot, rather soon ?
May we offer our deepest regrets (and sympathy) to one " Blind
Ninety" when he obtained Blind Fifty ?
Is it right that Steve is trying to return to the Gunners ?
What did J im say about 4 on Gas ?
Is George brokeiiliearted and has lie been jilted ?
Who wanted to bet on liis shooting ability and what did lie lose on
the bets ?
When do " 12 and one wide " fit in 1 ft. bull ?
Who is to be President of The Bungs' Club ?
Who says, " "Lis better to have loved and lost than never loved at
all," and who thinks: "Tis better to have reported sick and never
fired at all" ?
HEARD IN THE BARRACK ROOM.
Recruit: " Aren't you firing, Corporal ? "
L/C. : " I can't fire, so I've gone sick."
Recruit: "Can't fire?
A runner of your ability should be able to
run with tlie bullet and direct it to the Bull."
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Beneath

1

is upon
j
us once more
and the Depot Square,
usually such a scene
of activity, seems to
have a quiet and
almost deserted appear
ance. On Thursday,
14th inst., the exodus
began at the early
hour of 6.30 a.m.,
when the Malplaquet
and Dettingen Squads
under Lieut. C. R. B.
Knight left to join the
2nd Battalion.
We
wish them all the best of luck and hope
that the Malplaquet Squad will maintain the
reputation for sport and hard work that they
have established for themselves while at the
Depot. Hardly were breakfasts finished when
two large parties set out, for London and the
north respectively, for Easter leave. Judging
by the fact that they sang all the way to the
station, we take it that they are out to enjoy
every minute of it, or perhaps the spread of
the cult of Community Singing had something
to do with it.
RASTER

From the noise which attended the efforts
of C.S.M. Howard and Sgt. Smith, who
conducted at the farewell Concert for the
Draft on Wednesday we think this last
a probable solution.
Amongst the officers Lieut. C. R. B.
Knight and Lieut. A. A. J. N. EearnsideSpeed
have gone away for Easter, the former we
understand, to Paris, where, with the aid of
a dictionary and Captain Watson to show him
round, he should have a good time. On
Tuesday, the 12th inst., we had a farewell
" Guest Night " for Captain N. D. Rice.
Once again we wish him and Lieut. Lister,
who was also dining with us, the very best of
luck on the West Coast.
We are sorry to say goodbye to the Rev.
Tobias, C.F., who will be remembered by the
1st Battalion in Gibraltar. He has now left
Canterbury for Plymouth. Colonel F. G.
Sampson, R.A.M.C., the Officer Commanding
Military Hospital, has also left Canterbury
under orders for China.
The chief event in the sporting life in the
Depot is of course the end of the Football
Season and preparations for Cricket.

Bell

Harry.

The daily press tell us that Spring is here
and that Summer is on the way, backing their
assertions with pictures of bathing parties in
full swing. We had not noticed it ourselves,
but are taking it on trust and between the
" showers " great activity reigns on cricket
field and tennis courts, which are already
assuming a well groomed appearance one
would have thought impossible a fortnight
ago. It is worth recording that the football
season closed with a herculean struggle in
the InterSquad Finals between the Malpaquet
and Vittoria Squads the former just winning
a hard fought game, by the odd goal after
playing extra time.
This Summer we hope to see many such
a close finish on the roped off " Holy of
Holies" now being so carefully cut and
rolled.
The CrossCountry run, held on Wednesday,
the 13th inst., over a 31 mile course across the
Old Park and ending on the cricket field,
resulted in a win for the Malplaquet Team—a
fitting end to their last day at the Depot.
We congratulate Sgt. Ongley and Pte.
Wilson, of the Trained Men's team, who were
first and second home respectively. Other
individual winners were :—third, Pte. Nolan,
Malplaquet Squad ; fourth, Pte. Norris,
Albuhera Squad. Malplaquet Team and
placings were as follows :—Nolan, third ;
McBride, sixth ; Felce, seventh ; Robinson,
eleventh ; Hope, thirteenth ; Taylor, seven
teenth. Not content with being first home in
the Depot run, Sgt. Ongley the following day
was the winner of the Canterbury Athletic
Club Road Race, a distance of 51 miles.
The Canterbury Athletic Club very kindly
gave two prizes for presentation to the first
two recruits to complete the course. These
were won by Pte. Stiff, Guadaloupe Squad and
Pte. Smith, Douro Squad. We congratulate
them all.
We send a photograph of some of our
Section "A" Reservists mobilized with the
1st Battalion The Queen's Royal Regiment
now on their way to China. Unfortunately
the names are not sent, but old friends of the
1st Battalion will recognize among others—
L/Cpl. Harris, Dim. French, Ptes. Bridges,
Cleak, Bourne, Stafford Edwards, Sullivan,
Hunt, Smith and Gore. ' We wish them the
best of fortune where ever they may go.

THE
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Section "A" Reservists attached The Queen's for Service in China.

The following telegram was received from
the Commanding Officer of,/the 1st Battalion
The Queen's Royal Regiment on their behalf :
" Commanding Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
Your Reservists called to Colours with
1st Battalion The Queen's Royal Regiment
send greetings to all ranks and are sending
photograph. They embark Southampton
for China next Wednesday on Nevasa.
Commanding Queens."
to which we replied as follows :—
" Commanding Queen's Regiment, Dover.
All ranks, Buffs Depot, thank you for
telegram from Buffs' Reservists and send
best wishes to all ranks Queen's Royal
Regiment whilst in China.
Commanding Buffs Depot."
Sergeants' Mess.
On St. Patrick's Day we held a social evening and
enjoyed much fun. It commenced with a short Wliist
Drive of twelve games, at which the following took the
prizes :—
Ladies 1st
... Mrs. Howard
2nd
Mrs. Ings
Last
... Miss Corney
Travelling
... Mrs. Sidwell
Gents. 1st
... Mr. Jackson
. Sgt.Instr. Fletcher
2nd
Mr. Tutt
Last
Travelling
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Shorter

An interval was then called for refreshments, which
were/most excellently served by Mr. J. Long, Savoy
Cafe. It was rather noticeable that the old " Brown
J ug " was forsaken for ices by quite a number of the
members—for the time being only, of course.
A most enjoyable and entertaining concert followed
and we have to especially thank the following artistes
who kept us so amused that we almost overlooked the
fact that it had been arranged to have a dance after
the concert: Mrs. Bateman, O.B.E., Mrs. Sidwell,
S.Q.M.S. Higgs, Cpls. Marks aud Birkett (renamed
Messrs. Marks and Spencer) and Sgt. Smith. We also
have to gratefully thank Miss Corney, Sgt. Bateman
and Pte. Owen for officiating at the piano during the
evening and also Sgt. Rowe, the indefatigable stage
manager.
For the dance we had a small band from the Depot
musicians—all true and trusted old soldiers. Irish
Jigs, etc., were in the fashion, interspersed with bull
fighting scenes, etc., imported from Gibraltar by Sgt.
Crowne and Massed Chorus Singing introduced by the
recent arrivals from tlie 2nd Battalion.
It was unanimously voted by everyone present to
have been one of the liveliest evenings one could wish
to have.
The March, 1927, Spoon Shoot was held on 22nd
March, with the following results :—
Winner of Silver Spoon
SGT. ONGLEY, D.C.M.
Runnerup
R.Q.M.S.
Ings.
Winner of Wooden Spoon
Sgt. Martin.
Sgt. Ongley is to be congratulated on obtaining
a total score of 73 out of a possible 75, which was an
excellent achievement, considering that the second
practice consisted of five rounds snapshooting at Figure
3 target—the firer being at the position of readiness
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until target appeared for an exposure of three seconds
only, and the third practice being ten rounds rapid—
firer at the order position, forty seconds allowed.
Winners of prizes for highest scores at each practice
(Silver Spoonist excluded) were :—
Prac. I.—C.Q.M.S. Coaster and Sgt. Smith
(Tie—each 19 out of a possible 20).
Prac. II.—L/Sgt. Harvey
Possible
Prac. III.—C.S.M. Howard, M.M
(39 out of a possible 40).
Community singing has commenced iu earnest in
the Depot and Sgt. Smith is obviously in his glory
leading the crowd (music by the Depot Band).
The final game for tlie George Porter Billiard
Handicap Cup took place oil 31st March between
C.Q.M.S. Coaster and Sgt. Ross, M.M.
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, who is by far the best player in
the Mess, scored liis 500 to count against 241 by Sgt.
Ross, the highest break of 34 being obtained by the
C.Q.M.S.
In presenting the Cup on 4th April, the R.S.M.
congratulated C.Q.M.S. Coaster on winning it for the
second time.
Sgt. Ross, M.M., left us oil 1st April oil being
reposted to the 2nd Battalion. We wish both him
and Mrs. Ross and family the best of health and luck
in the future.
Mr. Warne, late Sergeant, 2nd Battalion, paid us
a visit during the month.
He is still in the P.T.
Instructors profession, but now in a civilian capacity.
The members of tlie Corporals' Mess entertained us
on the evening of
the 12th April.
Although
a series of games commenced in earnest the
proceedings gradually developed into community
singing, in which much new talent revealed itself,
especially during the latter part of the evening.
C.S.M. Howard proved to be a very capable
conductor indeed, and what with several individual
turns—especially those of the now famous Messrs.
Marks and Spencer—we had a very enjoyable evening.
On" 13th April, Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M., once again
shewed us all how to win a Depot Cross Country Run.
He finished it iu fine style and well ahead of all other
competitors.
Corporals' Mess.
Here we are again, witli our usual congenial conglomeration of
notes. Where to kick off is very difficult to say but anyhow, we will
try with a little News Bulletin first. The Weekly Whist Drives have
now come to a finish. As once again we have to turn the hands of the
clock one hour forward, which deprived us and our gentle hearts of
sixty minutes' " BoPecp" aud lengthened the evening light, it is
natural for one to take to outdoor recreation. We therefore, wisely
concluded the Drives, with a good attendance of 17 tables.
Our last Football Matches of the season ended with a win and
E lose for us. The first was with the Trained Men, who, after a good
game lost to us, the score being 2—1. The scorers were Cpl. Stubber
field, and L/Cpl. Watts. The second match was the Corporals v.
The Rest. This time we took on rather a big task, as one must realize
that the Rest had tlie pick from about 250 and consequently we met
a far more superior team. Tlie Rest won 3—1, our goal scorer being
L/Cpl. Watts.
4 4
Now for a few lines of personal news. We congratulate the
following Recruits on their appointment of I,/Cpls. :—Ptes. Edwards
Pugh, Cannon, Best, Senior, Bramley, Lee, Howe, Stokes, Ratcliffe,
Chapman and Castle; also Pte. Smith, our Company Clerk, on
appointment to E/Cpl. Still must we continue by giving our
congratulations to Cpl. Towerzey and L/Cpi. Pitcli on reaching the
half way line, i.e., getting engaged. We hope that they will not take
the full step before looking round. Our heartiest aud sincere wishes
to Captain Rice, who is shortly leaving us for Nigeria. He will be
greatly missed bv all, even tiie denizens of Canterbury, as they have
enjoyed many an excellent Boxing Show, organized by him. Capt.
Howe lias taken over command of the company and lias already
started a keen competition between Squads ; also Community Singing
an a large scale. Songs have been revised with words very much
applicable to Soldier's Life.
.
Our last item for tlie mouth is the enjoyable evening spent by the
Sergeants aud Corporals on the 12th, which was kindly allowed to
take place in tlie Sergeants' Mess. The evening was started off with
a series of games, Darts and Billiards, of which I tried to keep record,
but as tlie night drew on like others, my memory became somewhat
upset. I think the Sergeants won the Darts and the Corporals tlie
Billiards and therefore honours were even. An impromptu concert

was held, our old friends of the Cavalry, Cpls. Mark and Burket,
giving us some good turns, followed by C.S.M. Howard, who gave a
remarkable demonstration of Bagpipes. Owing to tlie fact that there
was not anvone in possession of a set of pipes, they were substituted
by a chair aud not the Mess cat! L/Cpl. Chapman gave a vivid
account from experience of a day spent iu the Zoological Gardens
(ahein !). Later in the evening a competition was held between the
Messes to decide who had the strongest vocal powers. Owing to the
fact that the Corporals had expended their voices on communication
drill each morning, we have to give the Sergeants the decision. The
evening was brought to an end at 11.45, with everyone feeling happy.
A.H.D.S.
WE WONDER—
When will the Old Bean give the Depot Den another look up ?
If Toby has developed Oxford Grammatical Phrases of speech
when visiting the E
? Ask Ginger.
What did the Cross Country Run cost Smudger, and will he
in future take liis cork with him ?
Is our gramaphoiic similar to a ait ? (It comes back).
Is fixing Bayonets on Tuesday's a very difficult performance ?
Also on what arm is a dodger worn when turning to the right ?
OUR MONTHLY PROVERB

(revised).

. 1s we say it: A nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse.
.4 s said by few : A momentary flicker of tlie eyelid, slightly pressed
against the optic, is equivalent to an inclination of the cranium
towards the terrafirma, to a quadruped bereft of its vision.
A.H.D.S.
HEARD ON PARADE.
I instructor: " Who is Orderly Sergeant this week ?
Bright Recruit: " Captain Howe, Sergeant."

Trained Men's Notes.
Things are pretty slack at this time of the year for the Trained
Men, owing to a tired feeling being very prevalent. One or two of
them have a change of work and they seem quite pleased witli tlieuij
although perhaps a change round in some other places would
be welcome; for instance, say Bill Bailey in the Quartermaster
stores and Farming on tlie Police Post; guess he'd jump, what ?
Of course everybody at this time of tlie month is looking forward
to tlie Easter holidays and having a few extra hours in bed, and not
er—shaving iu the morning; yes, I think they are quite pleased
over getting leave.
All the Trained Men are sorry to hear one of the " Daukcrs " lias
joined the ranks of tlie "highbrows," namely Mr. Smudger Smith.
Also we beg to report the dismissal of Freddy Mullingar from tlie
Depot, owing to our popular sports officer leaving the Depot
for Nigger laud. He was presented with a box of cigarettes from the
Trained Men's Farthing Club, Ltd., for helping their funds to
accumulate.
Which reminds me ; everybody in the Club here is proposing to
visit France this season. I hear Bailey wants to learn tlie ' Black
Bottom' step ready for tlie Bar dances.
Everybody concerned witli the Police Post is putting their backs
into the work of getting the gardens and lawns in trim for tlie summer
months. Of course it is tlie new fellows on the job who have done
the biggest share ; with the drummer's aid, of course.
We have had a couple of Trained Men Shoots, Ptes. Farming and
Garmou winning tlie "A" Section and Ptes. Brookes and Parberry
the Section "B" shoot.
Another batcli of Section "A" men have gone to " Chinky Land"
this mouth, amongst them being old "Nobby" Forter, "Chalky"
White, " Jazz" Adkins and Moss, who were pojiular in the Battalion
aud known to most of the Depot Staff.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When is the band going to get engagements ?
When are the Depot going to have another dance ?
What is Porky saving up for ?
When are Spokes and Pilcher going to open their harem ?
Who is glad that the fares of Faversham have gone down ?
" YANK."

Military Appointment.
War Office,
13th April, 1927.
The following appointment is announced
by the War Office :—
Lieut.General Sir R. B. Stephens, K.C.B.,
C.M.G., to be DirectorGeneral of the Territo
rial Army in succession to Lieut.General Sir
H. S. Jeudwine, K.C.B., K.C.E.
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ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget has arrived
home from Cannes, and hopes to be able
to attend The Dragon Club Dinner on the 15th
inst.

the Depot. It has been decided that normally
the Committee should only accept exhibits
which are of actual Regimental interest and
connected either directly or indirectly with it.

We are indebted to MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur Lynden Bell for several interesting
contributions to The Dragon this month, and
take this opportunity of thanking him for
his great interest in the paper.

The following have to date notified their
intention of being present at the Dragon Club
Dinner at the Ritz Hotel on June 15th. The
Secretary would be very much obliged if those
who have not already replied would do so as
soon as possible.
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall, Col. A. M. B.
Gage, Major F. W. Tomlinson, Lieut. J. G.
Nicholson, Major J. V. R. Jackson, Col. L. W.
Lucas, Capt. R. M. Webster, Lieut. C. R. B.
Knight, Col. Sir Theo. Brinckman, Col.
L. C. R. Knight, Capt. H. de R. Morgan, Lieut.
F. W. B. Parr\', Col. Beevor, Major C. S. Field,
Gen. Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, Capt. H. C.
Morley, Capt. Strettell, Capt. H. C. Stronge,
Lieut. Haggard, Col. Power, Col. Findlay,
Major Hickman, Major Guy Lee, Gen. Sir
E. G. T. Bainbridge, Lieut. E. Foster Hall,
Lieut.Col. E. B. Burns.

We hear that MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
Lynden Bell, Brig.General R. McDouall,
Colonel W. H. Trevor and Colonel Bradley
Dyne have been elected members of the Senior
Golfers' Society, one of the qualifications for
which is that members must be over 55 years
of age.
MajorGeneral
Sir
Guy
Bainbridge
represented General Sir Arthur Paget at the
funeral of Colonel Waldron Kelly, at Fleet,
on May 5th. Five Officers and ten N.C.O.'s
from the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot were
also present.
We hear that MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Bainbridge, accompanied by Lt.Colonel L. W.
Lucas, recently visited Sandhurst, where they
saw several Cadets who are anxious to obtain
commissions in the Regiment.
An interesting article appears on page 586
from Brig.General R. McDouall, regarding
his recent yachting trip.
We offer our sincerest sympathy to Mrs.
McDouall on the sudden death of her brother,
Brig.General
A.
W.
Pennington, late
Hodgson's Horse.
The Regimental Museum in
having now been opened, offers
will be gratefully accepted by the
these should be addressed to the

the Depot
of exhibits
Committee ;
Adjutant of

Colonel and Mrs. Mood}' have been staying
at Folkestone.
Colonel W. H. Trevor was playing for the
Army Golf Society against Rye Club on the
23rd May, and was victorious in both his
matches.
Colonel and Mrs. Eaton, who returned from
Mallorca on the 4th May, went off to Norway
for the Summer on the 28th. Colonel Eaton
was staying for a few days at the Depot.
Major C. C. Cobbe (whose death was
announced in our last number) has bequeathed
the sum of £100, free of duty, to the
Benevolent Fund.
Information has been received from the
Trustees of the late Miss Anne Ward of
Folkestone, to the effect that they have
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decided that the sum of £250, free of duty,
shall be given from her residuary estate to
The Buffs' Benevolent Fund; and a similar
sum to the Buffs' Cottage Homes.
We are glad to hear that Mrs. Lucas is
much better.
,L
Major and Mrs. Norman are shortly
proceeding for a fishing holiday to Worms
Head.
Mrs. Crookenden is home from India.
She much enjoyed her stay in Bareilly, but
fears that the Summer will be trying to those
who cannot get away.
Mrs. Ravenhill is not expected home before
the end of June.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Mrs.
Beevor and Major H. C. Hood on the death
of their brothers.
Major H. L. Archer Houblon sails for South
Africa today and hopes to have some big
game shooting whilst away.
We are glad to hear from Shanghai that
Major The Hon. P. G. Scarlett is well,
though very full of work.
It is pleasant to hear again, after many
years, of Major E. PI. Lynch, who transferred
to the Indian Army, soon after the South
African War.
Major Lynch has only recently retired and
come to London for a few months, after which
he hopes to go to Bordighera.
We are very glad, both for his sake and our
own, to hear that Major IP. E. Ward has been
appointed Secretary of the Royal St. George's
Golf Club, Sandwich.
Captain and Mrs. Goff have returned from
the Italian lakes and have been down at
Highcliffe, packing up, preparatory to giving
up their house there.
Captain and Mrs. Strettell have just
acquired a house (Horton Hall Farm) at Little
Gaddesden, Hertfordshire, where they hope
to settle down as soon as the necessary
alterations have been completed.
D.

We hear that Capt. N. D. Rice and Lieut.
vS. Lister find it hot in West Africa.

We understand that Mrs. Whitacre Allen,
who is at Winchester, hopes to join Captain
Allen at Shanghai in the early autumn.
Lieut. H. F. G. D'Arcy Symonds sails for
the Gold Coast on June Stli and we under
stand, Lieut. Fearnside Speed for Nigeria,
later on in the year.
We hear news of exPte. F. Matthews,
6279173 "B" Company, 2nd Battalion, who
was discharged on the return of the Battalion
from Aden and is now in the milk trade in
Bavswater Road. Mr. Matthews, whose
address is 4 Brailsford Road, Brixton, would
much like to hear from any old friends. We
also hear that Cpl. Graham is residing in the
same neighbourhood.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
Shorter.—6279308 Sgt. PI. B. Shorter (ORS)
a daughter, Daphne Joy Mary, born at
Canterbury, 21/3/27.

Obituary.

Colonel Waldron Edward Roper Kelly, who
died at Fleet on April 30th, was born on Sept.
20th, 1844, and was gazetted an Ensign in
3rd Foot or Buffs on August 16tli, 1864,
joining the second battalion. He married
early in life one of the Misses Chambers of
Londonderry and, more fortunate than most
soldiers, his duties hardly ever separated him
from her. .She was indeed his faithful life
companion and Colonel Kelly never really
recovered from the grief caused by her death
quite recently at Fleet.
Promoted Captain iu the First Battalion
on April 1st, 1875, Kelly took part with it in
the expedition to Perak, 18756, including the
affairs of January 20th and February 4th,
1876.
Much of his subsequent soldiering was done
at Canterbury, where he was Adjutant of
Militia, October '80 to October, '85, but he
was Asst. Mil. Secretary to Sir Charles
Pearson in the West Indies from January,
1886, to March, 1890.
He then rejoined the second Battalion and
commanded it, at home stations, from July,
1891, onward.
After a short time on half pay he took over
the Regimental District at Canterbury for
five years, finally taking his retired pay on
his 57th birthday.
He was 70 years of age when the War broke
out, but did good work as head of the tribunal
of the Windsor rural district and the local
soldiers' and sailors' help society.
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Kelly was famed for many years for his
quite remarkable talent as an actor and would
undoubtedly have made a great name had lie
chosen the stage as a profession, but he was
equally remarkable for the great love he bore
his regiment, which sentiment never left him,
so that even in quite recent 5ears he has been
a well known figure at all Buff functions at
Canterbury and elsewhere.
He was emphatically
could never have had
never heard him say an
any living creature and
ever did.

a loveable man' and
an enemy. I have
unpleasant thing of
I do not believe he

Tlie Regiment lias suffered yet another grievous
loss by the passing of Colonel Waldron Kelly, whose
death occurred on the 30tli April in his 83rd year. He
was gazetted to the Regiment, before his 20th birthday,
011 the 16th August, 1864, and, after commanding the
2nd Battalion, may be said to have finished
his
Regimental career 011 the 1st January, 1901, when he
gave up command of the Depot and 3rd Regimental
District. The writer cannot claim to have had any
close personal contact with Colonel Kelly until 1896,
but since then has had the privilege of enjoying his
intimate personal friendship. And a great privilege
it was. A man of many interests, his main interest
was the Regiment and everything connected with it.
His devotion to the Regiment and more particularly
to the rank and file was, indeed, wonderful. Nothing
affecting the interests of the men was too small for
him to enquire into. The writer remembers an
occasion when what was apparently quite a trivial
matter in connection with the men's messing arose
during Colonel Kelly's command at the Depot. The
Colonel insisted 011 going personally into the question
aud he was quite right. His view was longer than ours.
The apparently trivial matter involved a principled
importance, but to Colonel Kelly it was sufficient that
the interests of the men were involved. One of the
most splendid examples of his allabsorbing devotion
to his men was the way in which lie took up acting.
By nature exce.ssively shy aud disliking intensely
to appear, ill any sense " in the limelight " lie thought
the men's life in Barracks was dull and putting personal
feelings aside, he, to use his own words, " became
a gaffer." And with remarkable rsults, for lie
developed into an excellent stage dancer and an
admirable amateur actor. But, far more important
to him, he achieved his end which was to " amuse the
men." In all this he was warmly encouraged by Mrs.
Kelly. No one could have had a more perfect partner
than Colonel Kelly. Their views and their interest in
the Regiment were identical. The passing of Mrs.
Kelly was a mortal blow to the Colonel. In a letter to
the writer a near relative of Col. Kelly wrote " His life
ended when she died." Never were words more true.
A great Buff has passed. We grieve, but in our
sorrow, let us offer our heartfelt sympathy to his family
aud assure them that the Regiment will always honour,
with the deepest affection, the memory of " the old
man " as he loved to call himself.
A.L.B.
(We are indebted to Colonel R. S. H. Moody and
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell for the above
notices).
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Albuhera.
From "The Dragon" of 1877.
1811. On the morning of the 16th of May,
the French commenced a furious attack upon
the height occupied by the Spaniards, and
the BUFFS, with the remainder of the second
division under Lieut.General Stewart, were
ordered to support General Blake's corps ;
at the same time misty clouds and a shower
of rain partly concealed the movements of
the enemy. The French artillery and infantry
opening a heavy fire,
while their cavalry
outflanked the front and menaced to charge,
put the Spaniards into disorder, and they
gave way. Marshal Soult then ordered his
columns forward, his reserves mounted the
hills in his rear, and all his batteries were
placed in position. At this moment the
BUFFS, with the remainder of their brigade,
arrived at the foot of the heights, and were
immediately led up the ascent by Lieut.
General Stewart, in column of companies.
Having passed through the broken Spanish
troops, the BUFFS deployed, gained the
summit, and opened their fire in excellent
order, when a tremendous conflict of musketry
ensued ; but the regiment being exposed
to a destructive fire, and the men falling fast
on every side, it soon advanced to the charge
with the bayonet. The men, resolute, and
conscious of their own prowess, rushed
forward ; but while in the act of charging,
four regiments of the enemy's Polish lancers
and hussars, which, being concealed by
the thick atmosphere and broken grounds,
had turned the right flank, came galloping
up in the rear, and charged the regiment
with great fury. A dreadful massacre
followed. The BUFFS fought manfully, but
being thus taken by surprise, the ranks were
soon broken and confusion ensued.
Ensign
Thomas was called upon to surrender the
colour he held, but he declared he would give
it up only with his life, and he fell pierced with
many wounds, a victim to his bravery. The
First, or the King's Colour, was carried by
Ensign Walsh ;—the Sergeants, who protected
it, had fallen in its defence, and Ensign Walsh
was pursued by several Polish Lancers.
Lieutenant Latham saw the danger of this
colour being borne in triumph from the field
by the enemy; his soul was alive to the
honor of his corps ; and he ran forward to
protect the colour.—Ensign Walsh was
surrounded, wounded, and taken prisoner ;—
but Lieutenant Latham arrived at the spot
in time to seize the colour, aud he defended
it with heroic gallantry.
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Environed by a crowd of assailants, each
emulous of the honor of capturing the colour,
and his body bleeding from wounds, Lieutenant
Latham clung with energetic tenacity to his
precious charge, defended himself with his sword,
and refused to yield. A Polish Lancer, seizing
the flagstaff, and rising in his stirrups, aimed at
the head of the gallant Latham, a blow, which
failed to cut him down, but which sadly
mutilated him, severing one side of his face
and nose. Although thus severely wounded,
his resolute spirit did not shrink, but he sternly
and vigourously continued to struggle with the
Polish horsemen, as they endeavoured to
drag the colour from him, he exclaimed " /
will surrender it only with my lije." A second
sabre stroke severed his left arm and hand,
in which he held the staff, from his body ;
he then dropped his sword and seizing the
staff with his right hand, continued to struggle
with his opponents until he was thrown down,
trampled upon, and pierced with lances ; but
the number of his adversaries impeded their
efforts to destroy him, and at that moment
the British cavalry came up and the Polish
troopers fled.
Lieutenant LATHAM, although
desperately wounded, was so intent on
preserving the colour, that he exerted the
little strength he had left to remove it from
the staff, and to conceal it under him. The
fusilier brigade advanced, and by a gallant
effort, changed the fortune of the da}'.
Sergeant Gough, of the first battalion Seventh
Royal Fusiliers, found the colour under
Lieutenant LATHAM, who lay apparently dead :
the colour was restored to the BUFFS and the
Sergeant was rewarded with a commission.
After lying some time on the ground in
a state of insensibility, Lieutenant LATHAM
revived, and crawled towards the river, where
he was found endeavouring to quench his
thirst. He was removed to the convent ;
his wounds dressed ; the stump of his arm
amputated, and he ultimately recovered.
Ensign Walsh escaped from the enemy soon
after he was made prisoner ; he recovered
of his wounds, and joining his regiment, made
known the circumstance of the colour having
been preserved by Lieutenant LATHAM.
The Officers of the BUFFS, with a readiness
which reflected great honor on the corps,
subscribed one hundred guineas for the
purchase of a gold medal, 'on which the
preservation of the colour by Lieutenant
LATHAM was represented in high relief, with
the motto,—" I WILL SURRENDER IT ONLY
WITH MY LIFE." Application was made to
His Royal Highness the CommanderinChief,
by General Leigh, Colonel of the THIRD FOOT,

or the BUFFS, for the royal authority for
Lieutenant LATHAM to receive and wear the
medal, and the Duke of York's approval was
communicated, in a letter, dated Horse Guards,
4th January, 1813. After much hard fighting,
and a dreadful slaughter on both sides, the
French were driven back, and the allied army
gained a victory. The gallantry displayed by
the BUFFS was rewarded with the royal
authority to bear the word ALBUHERA on their
colours. Their loss was particularly severe,
viz., Captain Burke, Lieutenant Herbert,
Ensigns Chadwick and Thomas, four sergeants,
and two hundred and eight rank and file
killed ; Captains Marley,
Gordon,
and
Stephens, Lieutenants J axon, Shepherd,
Hooper, Latham, Wright, Woods, Houghton,
Titlow, and O'Donnell, Ensign Walsh, eleven
sergeants, one drummer, and two hundred and
twentytwo rank and file wounded ; Captain
Cameron wounded and taken prisoner;
Lieutenants Annesley and Hill, fifteen
sergeants, one drummer, and one hundred
and sixtyone rank and file missing ; making
a total loss of 644 officers and men.

Courses of Instruction for Army
Officers.
Obligations of Officers Taking Courses.
It is stated iu an Army Order that officers taking
any of the following courses of instruction will be
required to sign an honourable undertaking to continue
to serve in the Army after completion of the course
for the minimum period stated, if required to do so :—
The course at the Imperial Defence College,
5 years ; the course for officers of the R.E. at
Cambridge University, 5 years ; the Staff College
Course, 5 years ; the course for officers of the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps, 5 years ; the course
at the London School of Economics, London
University, 3 years; the Senior Course of
Instruction for Captains prior to promotion to
Major, R.A.M.C., 3 years ; and a specialist Course
for officer of the R.A.M.C., 3 years.
The fact that an officer has signed an honourable
undertaking to continue to serve will not preclude the
Army Council from releasing him from his obligation
should the circumstances justify his release, but an
officer who receives permission to resign his commission
before tlie expiration of the period for which he under
takes to continue to serve after completion of a course
will be required to join the Regular Army Reserve of
Officers.
Officers who take the electrical and mechanical
course for R.E. Officers ; the course on Civil railways
for R.E. Officers ; the Course for Royal Corps of
Signals Officers at Cambridge University ; the Course
for R.A.S.C. (Median. Transp.) Officers at civilian
works ; and the language course for Officers in China
and Japan, will not be required to sign an undertaking
to continue to serve in the Army after completion of
a course, but the sanction of the Army Council will not
be given to their retiring with less than 15 years'
service. They will not, therefore, be eligible to retire
with gratuity under Article 611, Pay Warrant, 1926.
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No. XXIX.

THE

LINCOLNSHIRE

BATTLE HONOUR.1;.

Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" The Sphinx,
superscribed ' Egypt
" Blenheim," " Ramillies,"
" Oudenarde,"
" Malplaquet,"
" Peninsula,"
" Sobraoir," " Mooltan," " Goojerat," " Punjaub,"
" Lucknow," " Atbara," " Khartoum," " Paarde
berg," " South Africa, 19001902."
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Marne,
1914," " Messines, 1914, '17, '18, " " Ypres, 1914,
'15, '17," " Neuve Chapelle," " Loos," " Somme,
1916, '18," " Lys," " Pliudeuburg Line," " Suvla."


*

*

*

The Lincolnshire Regiment traces its aucestry back
to au Independent Garrison Company which was
commanded by John, Earl of Bath, aud Governor of
Plymouth. This company formed the nucleus
of a new Foot Regiment, of which the Earl of Bath was
appointed Colonel, and which was raised in the west
country naval port iu the mouth of June, 1685.
The new regiment was clothed in blue coats, liued
with red and the men had red waistcoats, breeches and
stockings, also cavalier hats which were turned up on
one side aud ornamented with red ribbons, while the
Pikemen wore broad red sashes. No other British
infantry unit wore blue coats, and when William III.
came to the Throne in 1688 the regimental uniform was
changed to red in order that it might conform to the
colour worn by all other regimeuts of infantry then
existing.
The regiment (which was placed tenth of the line,
iu order of precedence) saw much hard fighting iu the
Flanders campaigns of King William III., and later
shared in the great  victories won by the Duke of
Marlborough.
The 10th did garrison duty at Gibraltar from 1730
to 1749. Apparently service on " The Rock " was
very unpopular in those days, for it is recorded that
Recruiting parties sent to London and Middlesex to
raise men for the three regiments of the Gibraltar
garrison found such great difficulty in obtaining the
required number of men that the problem was solved
by handing over all arrested deserters from regiments
serving at home, in order to fill the vacant places in the
ranks of the regiments at Gibraltar.
Major Doukin, in his " Military Collections " (1777)
mentions a very creditable marching feat performed
by the regiment. When Thurot lauded with his
Frenchmen to plunder Carrick Fergus, the lOtli Foot,
billetted in the vicinity of Kilkenny, were ordered to
proceed at once to Dublin to assist in the defence of
that city, if it should be attacked. They began their
inarch at midnight, and reached the Irish capital in
twentyfour hours, iu spite of the inclement weather
and the shocking state of the Irish roads ; the distance
covered being 56 Irish miles of 2,240 yards each, or
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upwards of 70 English miles. Thurot, who learnt his
seamanship on privateers, was one of the most daring
seadogs who ever sailed under the flag of France. He
met liis death in action against the British admiral.
Lord Hawke, iu Luce Bay, Wigtownshire, shortly after
his " invasion of Ireland." (1760).
The 1 Otli were in Boston when the American War
of Independence broke out and the flank companies
suffered severely in the first actions at Lexington and
Concord. During the struggle with the American
colonists tlie regiment was employed as Light Infantry.
" Spring up " was one of their words of command
in
those days,
hence the nickname of
the
" Springers " so often applied to the regiment.
Oil returning from America, in 1782, the regiment
was given the title of the 10th (North Lincolnshire)
Regiment of Foot, which was abandoned in favour of
the present designation ninetynine years later.
The regiment was despatched from Bengal to Egypt
for the campaign against the French iu 1801, its
services being rewarded by the grant of the badge of
the Sphinx which is worn on caps, collars and buttons
by all ranks. Officers' cap badges have the Sphinx
within a circle bearing the regimental title in the centre
of an eight pointed star. Other ranks cap badges have
the Sphinx in white metal, with a gilt scroll inscribed
" Lincolnshire " below.
During the Napoleonic Wars the regiment was
frequently employed in minor expeditions against the
French outposts in the Mediterranean. India was the
scene of the regiment's next active service, in the Sikh
War and the Indian Mutiny, the latter campaign
bringing three Victoria Crosses to the regiment. One
of these was awarded to Lieut. Havelock for his gallant
leadership at Cawnpore and Lucknow. As Lieut.Gen.
Sir H. M. HavelockAllen, V.C., K.C.B., this
distinguished officer was killed by tribesmen in the
Khyber Pass iu 1897. The other Lincoln V.C. heroes
of the Mutiny were Pte. J. Kirk, who, with two
companions, fought their way through the rebels
surrounding the house of Capt. Brown at Benares, and
brought the officer and his family safely into the British
lines.
Pte. D. Dempsey won his Cross at Arrah,
J uly 29th—30tli, 1857 and never was a decoration more
fully earned. Besides rescuing an officer (Ensign
Erskine) from the mutineers, this man volunteered
to carry a bag of powder the whole length of the village
street, iu order to mine a position in the rebels' rear.
Exactly what risks he ran may perhaps be understood
when it is explained that the street was in full view of
the enemy and was being swept by their fire to such
an extent that practically all who ventured down it
became casualties ; also that most of the houses were
afire, so that at any moment a stray spark coming in
contact with the powderbag might have brought
Dempsey's career to a sudden end. Yet by some
special dispensation of Providence he came through
safely.
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Subsequently tlie 10th served for several years in
China, Japan and Singapore. In 1875 The Lincolns
and The Buffs fought side by side in the Perak War.
In 1896 the 1st Lincolns returned to Egypt, where
they had won their regimental badge, and served under
Kitchener in his Soudanese campaign, including the
storming of the Dervish zareba at Atbara on 7tli April,
1898 (Good Friday) aud the Battle of Omdurman in
the following September, when the reconquest of the
Soudan was completed.
The outbreak of war with Germany found the 1st
Lincolns at Portsmouth and the 2nd at Bermuda. The
1st Battalion immediately crossed the Channel as part
of the Third Division, taking part in the Battle of
Mons, and having the honour of capturing the first
German fieldgun and battery to be taken during the
War. This gun, which was formerly exhibited on the
Horse Guards Parade, is now in the Royal United
Service Museum, Whitehall, S.W. The nicknames of
" Gun Snateliers " and " Gun Takers " were frequently
applied to the Battalion, in allusion to this feat. It
has also been claimed that the first enemy aeroplane
to be destroyed by British infantry fire was brought
down by the 1st Lincolns.
The 2nd Lincolns landed in France in November,
1914, with the Eighth Division. Most of the nineteen
battalions of the regiment served in France during
the war, though the 6th Battalion also saw active
service in Gaflipoli and Egypt. Sixty new Battle
Honours and five more V.C.'s were won between 1914
and 1918.
The nickname of " The Lincolnshire Poachers "
is an allusion to the old ballad used as a regimental
march.
R. MAURICE HILL.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
" The Lillywhites' Gazette."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" FaughaBallagh."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The DieHards."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" Artists Rifles ' Journal."
" The Leopard."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" British Legion."
" The Loudon Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of The Honourable Artillery Co."
" The Black Diamond."
" The Sapper."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Red Hackle."
" Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."

The Past and Present Association.
/VINUTES of the 67th Meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Depot on Saturday, 30th April, at 5.30 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., R. S. I. Friend,
D.S.O. and H. Findlay, C.B.E.
Majors E. C. Norman, F. W. Tomlinson and J. V. R.
J ackson.
Captain C. J. Wood.
Regimental Committee.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—With reference
to Colonel Reeve's proposal that members of the Club,
if they so wished, might be issued with the whole of
their guest tea tickets, for any one or more days, was
not approved.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR SCHOOL.—The O.C. Depot promised to send
a reminder to the Home Counties Area regarding the
appeal of the Committee iu connection with the proviso,
that only men who had guaranteed employment, were
to be trained in tliis school.
With reference to the appeal forwarded through
Captain R. M. Bourne from Sandwich, from Mr.
the Committee regretted that they were unable to grant
the loan asked for.
FINANCE.—(a) It was decided that the sum of £120
should be transferred from the East Kent Soldiers
Fund to the Past aud Present Association account.
(b) That the sum of £250 should be transferred from
The Dragon account to the Past and Present
Association account.
(c) The Balance Sheets having been duly audited for
the financial year ending 31st March, 1927, were
approved for circulation.
TITLE OF THE ASSOCIATION.—With reference to
the proposal forwarded by Captain Enright of the
London Branch, recommending that the Association
should be named either "The Buffs' Association"
or " The Buffs' Regimental Association " instead of
" The Past and Present Association, The Buffs," it
was decided that this proposal should be brought up
at the Annual General Meeting in October next.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at the Naval and Military Club
on the 15th June, at 10.30 a.m.
DISBURSEMENTS.
1927.
April 21.
22.
25.
30.
Mav 2.
3.
6.
6.
7.
10.
12.
17.
18.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan ..
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Loan
Grant
Grant

£ s. d.

1 0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2

1 10

2

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

1 0 0

NEW MEMBERS.
Mr A. C. Barnes, Mr. W. J. Dampier, Mr. J. W. Davis, Mr. E. G.
Huxter, Mr. W. G. Taylor, Mr. W. Tapsell, Mr. II. G. Wickington,
Mr G II Young, Mr. G. Veitch, Mr. A. W. William, Mr. W. G. Jones,
Mr' 1. Masters, Mr. F. C. Stoker, Mr. S. 1'. Court, Mr. A. Dray, Mr. E.
G. Hills, Mr. E. G. Rowe, Mr. E. G.Sliarpe, Mr. W. H. Tabrett (Associate
Member).
DONATIONS, BENEVOLENT FUND.
T. F. Harrington, Esq.

£ s. d.
0

2

0
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CABARET

in aid of the Benevolent Fund

Miss Enid
Burnside.

Miss Brenda
Murphy.

Miss Eileen
Burnside.
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Cabaret

A

CABARET Ball, organized by tlie Committee of
the Past and Present Association, in aid of The
Buffs' Benevolent Fund, was held in the Cavalry
Gymnasium, Canterbury, by kind permission of Colonel
E. F. Twist, Commanding the Cavalry Depot, on April
29th.
Colonel H. Findlay, Lt.Col. R. S. I. Friend and
Major H. S. Hardy formed the dance committee.
We feel we can say, without fear of contradiction,
that from tlie point of view of those present, numbering
about 250, the entertainment was an unqualified
success.
From a financial
point of view the result, though
satisfactory, was not very great, the fund benefitting to
the extent of £36 9s. 9£d. In this connection, however,
we would point out that the price of the tiekets was
only 15/ each, which included as well as a dance, a
variety entertainment that compared most favourably
with many similar entertainments we have seen iu
town and also an excellent continuous supper (10 p.m.
to 4 a.m.) supplied by the .Ship Hotel, Faversham.
Thanks to the great kindness of tlie Jazz Band of
the 2nd Battalion from Aldershot, which attended
free, the executive were able to provide two bands,
the second being The Cantuar Band from Ramsgate,
under the able conductorship of Mr Newport.
The Gymnasium had been tastefully decorated for
the occasion, tlie bare walls being hidden by draped
bunting of many colours, while flags,
pennants and
varicoloured lights added to the gaiety of the scene.
Around the dancing surface were set out over 50 supper
tables, with floral decorations of tulips and Spanish
irises.
A splendid cabaret entertainment proved most
popular and was greatly enjoyed. The items were
introduced throughout the evening during intervals
between the dances. Mrs. Scrimgeour was insistently
applauded for her delightfully rendered song " The
Bonny Blue Kerchief," but turned a deaf ear to the
demand for an encore. The Misses Burnside aud Miss
Brenda Murphy, in piquant pink and blue costumes,
gave a dainty jazz dance with much grace and skill,
which they had to repeat. Mr. Edward Hardy kept
his audience in roars of laughter with his song aud
patter anent the problem of the " two million surplus
women," while Mrs. Maiden was warmly applauded
for pulling Red Riding Hood's reputation to pieces in
song and dance.
Miss Ella Lee and Mr. Mervyn Woods in an item
" The Charleston of Long, Ago " revealed that this
was the minuet, a charming item bewitchingly executed
in appropriate costume, which also had to be repeated.
Mr. Hanley gave a very clever solo exhibition of the
stage Charleston, which won unstinted applause. As
an encore he sought Miss Walker as a partner
and danced with her an exhibition Charleston. A very
amusing skit on listeningin was provided by Messrs.
Morgan, Airy and Cass. The receiver (tlie audience)
were junketed between three stations, much of the
humour being provided by the neat manner iu which
the talks dovetailed into each other !
Miss Joyce Paige (of the Bradley School of
Dancing) and Mr. Alderson gave an exceptionally clever
exhibition Charleston, for which an encore was
demanded. Mr.
Alderson
then
executed
with
wonderful skill the stage Charleston. In response to
tumultuous applause, Miss Paige and he earned another
recall with a delightful demonstration of the Black
Bottom. Mr. J. Robertson's songs at the piano were
another great success.

Ball.
Among those present were Miss Davidson and
party, Colonel Nolan, Miss Murton and party, Mr. J.
Ferguson and party, Miss Plomer and party, Mrs.
Ramsay and party, Capt. Strettell and party, Capt.
Whitfield, Mrs. W. Colthup and party, Mr. aud Mrs.
Blake Waclier, Colonel Wallace and party, Mr. Fearn
side Speed, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Knight, Mrs. Penn and
party, Mrs. Allen and party, Colonel Lucas and party,
Major J. V. R. Jackson, Mrs. Edmund Davis and party,
Mrs. Dawes and party, Capt. Hammond Davies and
party, Mr. Crozier and party, Capt. Howe, Major
Norman, Capt. Hamilton, Colonel Richardson and
party, Mrs. Robertson and party, Mr. Woods and party,
Major Guy Lee and party, Mr. Penlington and party,
Mrs. Meakin and party, Mrs. Ronald and part}', Mrs.
McDouall and party, Mrs. Kenrick and party, Colonel
E. Twist and party. Capt. Baird and party, Mrs.
Burnside and party, Capt. Wood, Mrs. Murphy and
party, Mrs. Chapman and party, Mr. Scott and party,
Mr. E. Neame and party, Sir" William Manning and
party, Mrs. Wall and party, Mrs. Whitehead Reid and
party, MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyudenBell and
party, Miss Haviland and party, Major H. S. Hardy
and party, the Rt. Hon. Laurence Hardy and party,
Lady Katharine Hardy and party, Mrs. Mackesou and
party, Mrs. Talbot and party, Colonel Findlay and
party, Colonel Friend and party, Major Hickman,
Mrs. Gaskain and party, Miss Hulke and party, Capt.
Terry, Mrs. Fisher and party, Mrs. Neame and party.
Lady Lewisliam and party, Capt. Morgan and party,
Mr. "Cass, Mr. Airy, Mrs. O'Brien and party, Colonel
and Mrs. Fellows, Major and Mrs. Noott, Colonel
Baylies and party, etc.
We have received the following from MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell who has made a special request
that it should be published in The Dragon.
" The Cabaret Ball was an unqualified success
and everyone had a most delightful evening.
Colonel Findlay may well be proud of the results
of his labour. Anyone who has ever had to get
up an entertainment of this kind will realise what
a vast amount of work it entails, but there was no
sort of hitch iu the arrangements, which were indeed
a masterpiece of organisation. Well done, Harold
Findlay

Cavalry Depot Abolished.
Disposal of Recruits.
The King lias approved the' abolition of the Cavalry
Depot, Canterbury, with effect from 13th June next.
The Army Order, which makes this announcement,
states that arrangements have been made for all
recruits enlisting for the cavalry of the line to be
despatched direct from places of enlistment to the
regiments at home with which they will undergo their
recruit training.
From 1st June, 1927, cavalry
personnel arriving from abroad, who would have been
sent to the Cavalry Depot in accordance with the
King's Regulations, will be sent to cavalry regiments
at home under instructions to be issued by the Officer
iu charge of Cavalry Records, Canterbury.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE, .
Professional P h o t o g r a p h e r s ,
VII S t . G e o r g e ' s Place, C a n t e r b u r y .
Tel. 337.
Note New A d d r e s s .
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I have often thought that this sort of competition
could be easily adopted by a Battalion, say the
Corporals v. the Sergeants for a junior cup or shield and
the winners of this against the officers for a senior cup
or shield. (That is if some benevolent person should
generously present such trophies).
Then of course, tlie events could be altered to agree
with all. Instead of golf perhaps hockey or soccer
would be more generally suited and so on. Better still
ten events could be decided upon originally and the
losers could select the five events that were to be
competed for during a particular year.
This is all and I Sincerely trust that I have not
bored you too much.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
3rd Bn. Nigeria Regiment,
Your obedient servant,
Calabar,
W. G. STEWART, C.Q.M.S.
Nigeria.
MKDAT,S.

Dear Sir,
We have pleasure in reporting a very fine gold
medal which may interest you. It commemorates
the battle of Malplaquet, 1709, and was struck at that
date. The obverse shows the crowned bust of Queen
Anne, and reverse the attack 011 French entrenchments
in the wood. The legend : Concordia et Virtute.
Gallis ad Taisnicre Devictis, etc.
Although this medal can be obtained iu silver, it
is very difficult indeed to secure one in gold. It is a
large medal, nearly 2 inches in diameter, and was
designed by John Croker, the chief engraver to the
royal mint in the reign of Queen Aime. The
price is £25 and we will place the medal aside until we
hear from you.
Yours faithfully,
The Editor, " The Dragon."
SPINK & SON, LTD.
MALAY STATES POIICE.

To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Herewith my usual subscription, with the same old
excuse it is not more, viz., the married man's squeal
that he has five children (aud in this country believe
me they are expensive items). Will vou please note
my new address, which is the 6th siuce'l returned from
leave in January, '24. By this you can guess how the
paper sometimes travels, ere I get it.
If this catches the eye of Old Dick Steptoe who used
to be Col.Sgt. "H" Cov., with it I send my felicitations
of times spent in his instruction.
By the same mail that takes this home I am sending
my only son, aged seven years, as he cannot stand the
climate. Poor youngster has to travel alone, since
I cannot get away and my wife cannot travel alone.
With hopes that The Dragon is flourishing
and
regrets that the Regiment is not amongst the Shanghai
Defence Force.
Believe me to be (1) a real first class rotten scribe
and (2) Yours 'very genuinely,
Sungei Besi,
TOM BURKE,
Federated Malay States.
late 8010 Sergt.
DUBLIN.

Dear Mr. Editor,
I was down in Dublin last mouth aud paid a visit
to the Royal Hospital, or rather the place where the
Pensioners are housed ; my visit in the main was to
see old Thomas Noonan and I was glad to find him so
hale and hearty ; he has a wonderful memory and
was delighted at my visit. He was greatly interested
in my eldest son, who accompanied me, when I said
he was trying to get into the Regiment.

Colonel John Steele was looking iu the best of form
and received us with his usual kindness and geniality.
He took us round the wards and certainly has all the
old men in a very happy state.
There is great rivalry between Noonan and an old
pensioner from tlie 106th Bombay Grenadiers (now tlie
2nd Battalion Durham L.I.) as to who is the oldest
Pensioner. Noonan beats him bv a month or so.
I met another old friend of the 1st Battalion,
Sir Robert Tate, Junior Dean of Trinity, who
entertained me to lunch and made many kind inquiries
after liis friends iu the Buffs. He was attached to
Julian Hasler's Company for several weeks during
training.
Ardview Bouse,
Yours truly,
Killingliy,
R. C. RAINES.
Co. Down.
NAIROBI.

Extract from a letter from Lieut. W. II. Rowe
to Major-General Sir Arthur Lynden-Bel
" I was delighted to hear tlie 2nd Battalion are
making things hum and their presence felt at Aldershot.
One's brother officers are very poor correspondents—
I need not add that no doubt I am too—and the only
news of their doings comes to me through The Dragon.
By the time my time is up here I think I shall have had
quite enough bushwhacking and I shall be very glad
to get back—^preferably to the 2nd Battalion—to the
Regiment again. There are, as you know, many
Buffs out here with this K.A R. Battalion, so that we
all feel very much more at home than is usually the
case of one seconded. Actually in Nairobi is Barry,
just down from Turkara and due to go home in July
or thereabouts. He talks seriously of resigning on
returning to England, primarily on account of the very
slow promotion iu the Regiment and his 32 years.
Crozier is Adjutant here ; Sankey is with the Depot
for a few months and I make the last one, though
I am making a move very shortly to Meni, where we
have three Platoons and where the old 5tli K.A.R.
Headquarters used to he. Mitchell is there, whilst our
three other Buffs are in the N.F.P.—Haymen,
Chester and Mallam. John Chester has only to do
another six months as he sends his papers in in October
aud commences tobacco farming in Rhodesia or
Nyasaland.
I am sorry Rice and Lister are not coming here to
swell our numbers ; it was news to me that they were
going to the W. Coast. No, I have not seen Billy
Trevor for a long time, anyway not since I came back
from leave last July. I met Harry Jackson today
and lie looks very fit. I met O'Hagan a month or two
ago. He always asks us to go out to his place at Nyeri
(about 100 miles away) but so far we have never been
able to manage it.
I am doing my best to keep up my games here aud
have just started in with the Rugger and Soccer.
I regret to say I am the only Buff playing either game
at present, though J olin Chester was a shining light
in the Civil Service XI. of last year. Haymen is
coming down to Nairobi soon, so perhaps a little
persuasion will induce him to play rugger again.
I played a lot of cricket last year, but without very
much success. Nairobi is a great place for games and
for that reason only I shall liate leaving it.
We are having a very busy week with the R.A.P.,
and S.A.A.P. at present in Nairobi en route to the
south. We had a ' battle ' yesterday—all Nairobis,
Europeans, Indians, Africans and " Unclassifieds "
seemed to come out to watch it. The local rag's report
of the show makes very amusing reading, one titbit
stating that an advanced troops fired heavily with their
rifles at the enemy a mile off !"
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A

Yachting

S.Y. Sapphire.
Dear Sir,
I have just returned from—a rest cure after the flu—
a most wonderful experience, in fact what was to me,
a "great adventure"—a cruise in theS. Y.Sapphire (Royal
Yacht Squadron) owned by those very good friends
of the Regiment, Mr. and Mrs. Broughton, whose
kindness so many of the 1st Battalion have cause to
remember in the Great War.
It is difficult to describe the Sapphire, except to say
that she is a perfect model of efficiency and comfort—
a steam yacht of 1,450 tons, carrying a crew of about 5o.
Joining at Cannes, I had the pleasure of seeing
Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel of the Buffs, looking very well
and enjoying the sailing, injwliiclihe has been so successful
this season.
Our cruise took us to several unfrequented places on
the Mediterranean coasts of France and Spain, where
tourists are seldom seen and where one can observe
aud absorb at leisure such beauty spots as Rosas Bay,
The Gulf of Hyeres and the little fishing town of Cette,
with its safe and sound harbour and its fishing fleet
with single lateensails. Each boat has its motor for
leaving and entering the harbour and a small scrap of
a boy to go aloft and furl the huge lateensail when
coming home.
The 12th April was a red letter day, for we ran
into a fair example of a Mediterranean storm. This
came up whilst we were making for Palma in the Island
of Mallorca.
Have you ever been on a yacht in
a storm ? I believe the Sapphire behaved mag
nificently, although we took a few green seas aboard,
one of the officers just saved himself from being washed
overboard by putting up a leg, and incidentally putting
out his knee ; and ons lady on board was swimming
in the after welldeck. My host and hostess regarded
the storm with" the greatest sangfroid and lunched
amidst flying furniture, lunch being served by Henry
(Steward) standing on his hands.
I lay waiting and praying for land, till an angry wave
broke through my skylight and descended into the cabin.
Willing hands came rushing in and borrowed my " Storm
Pan " to bail her out, so I could be no longer sick
and was forced to rise and help clear up the debris.
We weathered the gale in good style aud anchored
outside Palma harbour, but were unable to enter
until next day. This was my host's 70th birthday,
a memorable one.

Trip.

Palma.
Palma, capital of Mallorca, is a beautiful clean town
and has a magnificent Cathedral. Being Sunday the
women wore Spanish native costumes with very hand
some mantillas.
After Palma we sailed to Ibiza, another island
between Mallorca and the Spanish coast. Here is
a beautiful stone gateway leading into the citadel,
with a Latin description of King Philip of Spain, the
Great Conqueror. The British Consul, a dark
gentleman iu pyjamas, let fly the Union Jack on his
verandah as we passed by and smiled a welcome.
Next day we reached Alicante, in Spain ; here are
two old Moorish Forts (Castilio—Spanish). Whilst
walking in the town we saw a young woman all dressed
up with tall Spanish hat, long boots and riding a gaily
caparisoned yellow pony. I said this must be a bit
of real old Spain just iu from the Sierras, so we stopped
aud looked and listened. To our surprise, as she
passed " Good afternoon " says she.
" Same to you " says I, " and where might you be
from ?"
" Wigan " says she. " I'm here with a circus ! ! !"
I am afraid I shall not get job as guide in Spain !
On 20th April we sailed into Gibraltar, where I had
the pleasure of seeing the Governor General Sir Charles
Monro, that very old friend of Buffs, who shared many
a hard day and night with the 2nd Battalion in the
Boer War and under whose command the 1st Battalion
was so recently at Gibraltar. The General was kind
enough to say he thought the " spirit " of the Buffs
was brighter than ever.
We left Gibraltar at 5 p.m. on the 20th April and
reached Southampton on the 24tli, about 3 p.m., less
than four days, the same as it takes a P. and O. liner.
We could have done it in several hours less, except for
slowing down at night for greater comfort.
I cannot close without remarking again upon the
kindness and care of my hosts, tlie spotless cleanliness
and beauty of this yacht and the remarkable efficiency
which is maintained. This is only done by the
strictest discipline, mark you, my hearties ! No second
chance here for the forgetful, or drowsy one on duty,
be he officer or man. Pie does not come another
voyage, that's ail.
Best wishes, dear Dragon, to you and all Buffs.
Yours, etc.,
R. MCDOUALL.
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comfortable. The most striking point about these
cabins was the notice in each strictly forbidding
smoking anywhere save in the actual Smoking Room.
I understand that this Rule is not very strictly adhered
to, and that people do smoke in their cabins, though
of cour.se anywhere on deck is strictly taboo.
There was an allpervading smell of oil wherever
one went on board, but our guide informed us that
one soon got accustomed to it ; still I can hardly
imagine an indifferent sailor revelling in it.
Oil Tankers are divided up into hosts of small
compartments by bulkheads and each compartment
has its own system of filling and emptying and can be
discharged either direct into one of the main discharge
pipes running the whole length of the vessel, or into
any of the other Tanks surrounding it, and all these
outlets are controlled by valves operated by winches
on the deck.
It is often necessary after discharging cargo to
shift oil from one Tank to another in order to keep the
vessel on an even keel and when so doing, the route
the oil will take 011 the way to its new tank has to be
carefully planned out, and every valve on the route
examined, for it is easy—and has, in fact, happened
on at least one occasion—to go so far as to pump a
whole tank full of oil overboard, by leaving the wrong
valve open.
The two " welldecks " with their hosts of
longitudinal and transverse pipes and countless valve
winches, present therefore something in the nature of
an obstacle course to anyone desirous of crossing from
the forecastle to the navigating bridge, or from there
to the Engineers' quarters, and so communication
between these raised structures is maintained by means
of flying bridges up the middle of the deck, for with
heavy water coming aboard in a gale, the welldecks
would be veritable deathtraps to cross.
The forepart of the Ship contains the Crew's
Quarters, the centre part the Passengers' and. Deck
Officers' accommodation surmounted by the Navigating
Bridge aud Wireless Cabin, and the raised structure
aft, the Engineers' Quarters. The Engineroom Staff
have quite different quarters from the deck staff and
the Officers and Men have their own Messes separate
from the rest of the Personnel of the Ship and live
immediately over the main engines.
As I said before, the'vessel was discharging cargo
at the time of our visit and everywhere one could feel
the vibration of the powerful pumps which made the
flexible pipes connecting the main discharge to the
shore quiver all over with the force of the oil being
pumped through them.
The loading and discharge of these vessels are
quick and simple processes compared with the same
operations for ships carrying general cargo, for the
difficulties of stowing cargoes composed of all sorts and
kinds of merchandise do not arise, and so Tankers are
not ideal training grounds for apprentices.
Oil Tankers, so we were told, are good sea boats,
and very steady with a good cargo 011 board, and,
despite their somewhat unwieldy appearance, are
comparatively easy to manoeuvre.
Round and About—continued.
Widening of London streets to facilitate
traffic movements grows apace and it
seems that Fleet Street is to fall into
line with the Strand. I like the explanation for this
radical change proferred by a Sunday paper. It is to
the effect that it is to enable Mr. Chesterton to turn
round without going down to Ludgate Circus.
STREET
CHANGES,
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Round and About.
SUMMER.

Now that the Cricket Season is quite
old we may safely observe that Summer
is here. This in spite of the frequent need of a great
coat when that " depression from Iceland " is unduly
attentive to these very exposed islands. Letters from
the tropics at this time of year make one profoundly
thankful, however, to be here and not in those places
where by this time " hell's lid " is off and all the horrors
of the " hot weather " are loosed.
*

*

*

*

There is something of the flavour of
dim forgotten days in the visit of a
French President to England. I recall
President Loubet's arrival at Dover in the early
nineteen hundreds and how French sailors gave the
people of Dover something to be excited about.
Although only twenty odd miles separate us from the
shores of France, and although on a clear day French
ports are easily visible from places like the Citadel
Barracks, there is a world of difference between even
the outward appearance of the two peoples.
OFFICIAL
VISITS.

*

*

*

*

I saw the Guards rehearsing the other
morning for the Trooping of the Colour.
Except that
the
King
and
the
distinguished visitors were not present
it was a very tolerable imitation of one of the greatest
military spectacles to be seen in London. Since last
year the Guard's Memorial has been unveiled aud the
green background of St. James's Park is now broken
by the great mass of Portland Stone that recalls to
spectators the Guardsmen who trooped the colour in
the years up to 1914.
THE
KING'S
BIRTHDAY.

*

*

*

*

The Greeks have a very nice attitude
towards their great past and one read
the other day of the celebrations at
Delphi 011 the slopes of
Mount
Parnassus.
Plays by Aeschylus were done in the
ancient theatre and games were held in the crumbling
stadium. I was fortunate enough in 1918, when
coming back to England from Salonika, to have a day
or two to " kill " at Itea before a transport was
available. Delphi is not many miles from this post
in the Gulf of Corinth aud we made an excursion by
motor lorry to the scene of the ancient oracle. Some
of our party tested the acoustic properties of the
theatre by whispering 011 the stage, being heard by
listeners in the furthest row of what would be the
gallery in our modern theatre. We ran races in the
stadium and the old Greek guide " crowned " the victor
with a wreath of
nettles, there being 110 laurels
or bay at hand. Hundreds of men from tlie Salonika
Army came home on leave or invalided by that route.
I wonder how many realised the proximity of Delphi
and took the trouble to go and look at tlie marvellous
discoveries which French archaeologists have given
to the world.
THE
CELEBRATIONS
AT DELPHI,

*

TAXI FARES.

*

*

*

The reduction of the charges for motor
cabs has come as a welcome gift to
many who find 'buses and tubes inadequate for their
needs. I have heard of only one person who did not
view the change with pleasure and that was a
gentleman who, after a very good evening, emerged
late from one of those places of nocturnal amusement
which are so much the vogue nowadays. Somewhat
unsteadily he hailed a taxi aud then his eye caught
for the first time the notice, affixed to the windscreen,
announcing reduced fares. At once he suspected
partial treatment and as firmly
as possible he
informed the driver that he would have none of that
reduced fares business. One can only suppose that,
having paid " through the nose " all the evening, even
the higher fare came as a relief to him.
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The Buffs' Golfing Society.
TITHE
Society
is
JL
indebted to Major
General
Sir
Arthur
Lynden Bell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.,
for
his
generous offer of
a
trophy to be competed
for annually—an offer
which has been grate
fully accepted.
* Sir
Arthur has veiy kinrUy
'eft it to members to
decide the conditions of
play for his trophy, and
lie hopes that roemho :
will
submit
tlici)
suggestions
to
the
Honorary Secretary so
that these may come up
for discussion at tie
annual general meeting
to be held during the
autumn
meeting
on
October 19tli and 20ih.
The Spring Meeting.
Owing to the call
for
space, the story ot
Mr. IF. R. Findley (right),
the
Spring
Meeting must
winner of the Brinckman Cup,
with Lt. A. G. Crozier, runner be quickly told. There
were 27 members present.
up.
The weather was ideal.
The course and its difficulties were at their best,
especially the latter ; and the matches for the
tournament play for the Brinckman Cup were as good
as they possibly could be, so the whole can be summed
up as being excellent fun, and a very jolly affair. Mr.
W. R. Findlay is to be congratulated on winning the
Brinckman Cup, as also is Lt. F. G. Crozier, on Ireiug
the runnerup. Throughout the final round there was
never more than one hole difference between them, and
it was only a shortish putt that separated them in the
end. Now for the full results.
Brinckman Cup.
QUALIFYING

Capt. D. V. Coote
Lt. F. G. Crozier ...
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock ...
H. F. Whitfield
Capt. B. HammondDavies
W. R. Findlav
A. H. Goodall
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne
TOURNAMENT

ROUND

95—14
92—11
92—10
88— 4
96—10
98—10
93— 5
99—10
PR..\Y.

81
81

82

84

86

88
88

89

First Round.
Findlay beat Dyne by 1 up.
Goodall beat Coote by 3 and 2.
Hitchcock beat Whitfield by 1 up.
Crozier beat HammondDavies by 5 and 4.
Semi-final.
Findlay beat Goodall by 3 and 2.
Crozier beat Hitchcock by 2 and 1
Final.
Findlay beat Crozier at the 20th hole
Bogey Competition
The leading scores were :—
R. M. Bourne (6)
2 down
W. C. Collins (9)
5 ,,
Col. W. H. Trevor (6)
6 „
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (6)
7
„
Capt. H. de R. Morgan (10) ...
8 „
C. J. Watson (10)
12
..

Senior Medal.
G. Elliot
85— 5
82
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne
96—10
86
C.J.Watson
98—10
88
Col. W. H. Trevor
...
... 95— 6
89
Capt. 13. HammondDavies
... 101—10
91
Capt. H. de R. Morgan
102—10
92
Junior Medal.
Capt. V. Newton Moss ...
... 105—18
87
A. W. Twyinan
110—18
92
Maior F. S. Reeves
...
... 110—14
96
Major Eric Clarke
117—21
96
Capt. D. V. Coote
112—14
98
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall
... 116—18
98
Bogey Foursomes.
Iu this event partners were drawn for, and tlie
following cards returned.
Bourne (6) and Goodall (5) ...
...
2 down
Terry (6) and W7atson (10) ...
...
5
,,
Morgan (10) and Moss (18)
6
HammondDavies (10) & Whitfield (4) 7
,,
Dyne (10) and Hitchcock (10)
...
S
Coote (14) and Howard Reed (11) ...
9
Elliot (5) and Collins (9)
10
Best 18 Holes (Gross score).
H. F. Whitfield
S8
Those Present.
Those present at the meeting were :—
MajorGen. Sir A. Lynden Bell.
Brig.Geu. R. McDouall.
Colonels W. H. Trevor and IT. Findlay.
Lt.Colonels F. B. Dyne and C. E. Baylies.
Majors Eric Clarke, F. O. Marchant, F. S. Reeves
and G. T. D. Hickman.
Captains H. H. C. Baird, D. V. Coote, B.
HammondDavies, J. V. Hitchcock, TI. de R. Morgan,
V. Newton Moss, A. Howard Reed and C. E. A. Terry.
Messrs. R. M. Bourne, W. C. Collins, F. G. Crozier,
W. R. Findlay, G. Elliot, A. H. Goodall, A. W. Twyman,
C. J. Watson and H. F. Whitfield.
Also Mrs. and Miss Reeves, Mrs. Morgan and Mrs.
Bourne, whom we were glad to welcome as spectators.
Matches.
v. ROYAL ST. GEORGE'S, APRIL 29TH.

Lost by 7 matches to 4.
It is not possible to imagine a more enjoyable day
than this. Foursomes were played under handicap
both in the morning and afternoon in the most perfect
weather, after an early morning rain. Everything was
at its best and tlie Society is grateful for the kindness
and hospitality given them.
The Buffs.
A. H. Goodall & Lt Col. F. B.
Dyne (15) ...
...
0
Capt. C. E A. Terry and R. M.
Bourne (12)
...
... 0
Col. W. II. Trevor & I,t.Col.
E. B. Burns (14)
0
II. F. Whitfield & Capt. II Morgan
(14) halved
0
Maj.Gen. Sir A. LyudenBell &
Capt. B. HammondDavies
(22) 4 & 3
I
Capt. D. V. Coote & \V. C. Collins
23) 4 & 2
1

Royal St. George's.
G. E liott & E A. Saunderson
(13) 3 & 2
N. E Ramsay ft JIaj.Callander
(11) 5 & 4
Douglas Grant & A. II. Godfrev
(1?) 5 & 4
ViceAdml Farquhar & C A.
Anderson (8) halved
...
K. Barlow & F Barlow (18)

Terry and Bourne
...
... 0
Gooda! and Dyne, 2 up
... 1
Lynden Bell & Hammond DaviesO
Trevor and Burns
...
... 0
Whitfield and Morgan, 7 & 6... 1
Newton Moss and Coote
... 0

Elliot and Saunderson, 5 & 3
Ramsay and Callander
Grant and Godfrey 3 & 1
Farquhar aud Anderson, 1 up
Murphy and Brooke Hunt ...
Barlow and Barlow, 4 & 2 ...

1
1
1
0
0

Dr. C. E Murpliv & F. C. Brooke
Hunt (20)
0
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Iu contrast to our somewhat brief notes of last month, I find there is
plenty of material at my disposal for use in the composition of those
for this month, the result of which 1 hope will be, a literary effort of
large dimensions. So, without being unduly optimistic, 1 have already
seen visions of a complete page of The Dragon idled to overflowing with
an account of tlie " Gunners' " activities during the month.
Training and range duties are involving much of our time at present,
but with the aid of a certain amount of luck combined with strategy,
wc have enjoyed many hours of recreation on the sports field, and
the result, which the following account will show, has been entirely
satisfactory, and much in our favour. The most prominent event of
the month was the Battalion Sports Meeting, a full report of which will
undoubtedly appear in this issue. We arc indebted to Cpl. Jarvis
and liis able assistants for their expert " canvassing" of tlic necessary
competitors for the various events, mainly the long and short distance
running teams. Unfortunately our efforts did not meet witli the
success that we had anticipated, but we were by no means out of the
picture, and it was extremely gratifying to see tlie zest our lads put into
their work between the tapes.
Congratulations are due to several of our " teamsters " on the results
of their efforts, our three miles and " Medley Relay" teams doing
extremely well; also our Tugofwar team, who literally went all out
and won through to the final when they were unfortunate in losing to
" 14 Group " after a keen struggle with that team.
I,/Cpls. Reed and Raudcrson deserve praise for tlieir success in tlie
High Jump, tlie latter in the " Individuals " winning through to second
place and receiving a cup for his excellent performance. L/Cpl. Golding
was also " there " in the " Individual Mile " and walked oil with a cup,
running third, but receiving the first prize.
Our activities on tlie football and hockey fields have been mainly
" friendly " games with company teams. We met No. 14 Group at
Hockey (Harris Shield), but lost to them 3 2, after a fast game. Later
we met "B" Company and again lost 31, our lads playing with no
little speed and vigour against a very strong side. Meeting the Native
R.A.M.C. on the footbail field, our lads obtained a welldeserved win
by 4 goals to I, Bing scored twice witli his usual " cross shots," which
would tax the strength of the strongest net. Things were reversed,
however, when we met tlie " Attached Section " when we lost 41 after
an excellent game.
Wc now possess a new and quite original species of " footer XI."
recruited from the platoon and brought into action under tlie awe
inspiring Homdcplume of " The Corinthian 7,'s." Apparently we
owe tlie production of this team to tlie redoubtable Snub," who
trained, clothed (and lectured) them in the dead of night when noone
was looking, and suddenly placed them opposite an unsuspecting XI.
from another company one evening when everyone else was engrossed
in the finals of the " Marbles" Championship elsewhere, or counting
the holes iu their mosquito nets.
However, such subtle tactics could not last for long, for within a
very few days it was well known that the " Corinthian 7,'s " were some
where about the Cautonement and challenges rolled iu from all
directions. " Snubs' " team saw red (and visions) and in less than no
time the "Corinthian Z's" were the victims of several successive
defeats. Nevertheless, they refused to lie downhearted and eventually
won a match by ten goals to two, Belts scoring the ten and someone
on the opposite side accidentally scoring their opponents' two goals
during halftime, when Snub was issuing lemons and a lecture to his
victorious team, under a tree near by.
Since then, miracles have been happening whenever the
" Corinthians " took tlic field.
It would take too long to describe
those " miracles," but probably in due course tliev will be taken as a
matter of course, and then of course tlie only course to take will be the
" Wireless," and glaring headlines in the newspapers, which will relieve
me of the task of announcing the activities of that redoubtable team,
" The Corinthian Z's."
The introduction of football, Hockey, etc., to be carried out by the
League system throughout tlie Battalion, with each company to enter
a first and second eleven, has been received with no little enthusiasm
by our sportsmen. The selection of teams is already in progress, and
we are beginning to discover with pleasure as well as astonishment,
the large number of "Gunners" willing and ready to participate in
the " fight" for points and finally for a place at tlie top of each league,
which we arc optimistic enough to anticipate. We trust the " breaking
up " of the Battalion, by some companies going up into tlie hills, will
not in any way affect a successful progression of this excellent league
scheme throughout the Battalion.
To Lieut. G. I,. B. Oliver, I am asked to convey the unanimous
thanks and appreciation of the Platoon for his valued assistance towards
tlie progression of all our sports. We trust also that his confidence in
our abilities will receive due reward.
Something in the nature of a shock awaited us on our arrival in
these climes.
We had received tlie glad tidings with joy that all
parades were finished for the day at 9 a.m., but apparently there is
a mistake somewhere. Probably there was some confusion between
tlie " ae ennna " and " pip emma " in rear of tlie figure 9 ; we presume
so, though the deleting of the " ac" and substituting the "pip"
passed unnoticed for a brief interval.
We congratulate the Machine Gun Platoon of the 4tli Battalion
on the splendid show they put up, on January 29th, at the Dovorian
Restaurant. To see the fare in print made our mouths water. To be
there in person must liave been glorious. It might lie of interest for
them to know that we too, hold a dinner annually, at which all present
members of the platoon attend, also all exMachine Gunners in the
Battalion. There is nothing like it to foster the Machine Gun spirit.
We are always glad to read news of the other Machine Gun Platoons
in the Regiment.
By " LANCE NAIK."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why do they call it " Phosferine Corner" ?
And who is i/c. of that establishment ?
Who is the " chainbreaker " of the M.G.P. ?
And can he actually lift a packet of pins ?
Are No. 7 Team still winning tricks with speed as " trumps " ?
Who is the individual in No. 5 Room who is saving liis annas ?
Perhaps the fruit wallah could tell us ?

Orderly Room Staff Notes.
At last we have got settled down in our new station, which by the
way of a change is not one of the best, but like " Buffs," we must make
tlic most of a bad station ; we may get a better one in time.
The routine here is much the same as at Gibraltar, Adjutant's
parade twice a week with the usual others. Since we have been here
we have had an increase iu the staff, but up to the present only two of
the newcomers seem to be progressing, the others may do later on,
but it is doubted. With this increase in the staff tlie work in sonic
parts of the office lias been decreased by a small margin. Our one and
cnlv " Granite," instead of being B.O. King, is now our faithful dis
patch clerk, and he carries out liis duties well. Rosie is still corres
pondence clerk, assisted by L/Cpl. Bartlett of "D" and they work
together well.
Granite and Rosie have recently come to the home of " Waifs and
Strays," where we all sincerely hope they will settle down. It was
against their wish to come so we offer tliem our deepest sympathy.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is there such a tiling as punctuality in tlie Battalion ?
Can anyone tell us if Granite is a lover of Moggies ?
And has he ever bestowed upon one tlie Order of the Boot ?
Are the staff all Hockey Players as they appear regular in the Odds
and Ends' Team ?
Is it possible for the office to be run without any complaints ?
Was the staff surprised when " Willie '" was on parade ?
Hid all tlie young soldiers take note of his brown knees ?
Will it ever be possible for the staff to be excused parades ?
Is our one and only " Buster " a rat charmer ?
MARKU &RUNU.

Signal Section.
The few weeks that have passed since our last appearance in The
Dragon, have seen us very busy consolidating our position as it were.
The barrack rooms are fast regaining the standard that lias always been
our aim. Space in which to carry out training has been discovered,
and tested to our satisfaction. No loiter do we wander around
barracks trying to find our way to the institutes, Bazaar, tailors or
bootmakers. We have located them all : but to what purpose ?
Easter Monday will find us turned out and en route for the hill station
to begin over again.
Nevertheless, taking into consideration the difference that we shall
find in temperature and tlie opportunities offered by tlie hills for signal
training, we shall greatly appreciate the change of station. At the
present moment it is very hot work trying to do flagdrill even when
divested of tunics, etc. On the whole our training has been carried
on in a steady manner, both in the young class and amongst tlic trained
hands. A few extra signallers have been obtained from the Companies
bringing us nearly to required strength.
Signal duties are fairly light at present, the only 'phone duty being
at the Orderly Room.
Congratulations are offered to "Spotty" upon his obtaining a
stripe. All wish him good luck in the future.
Our R.S.O., who has at all times helped and encouraged us, both at
work or in sport, has now kindly offered to present a shield to the section
for which all men will compete : both trained hands and young class.
The shield will be won by the best allround signaller. This includes
drill and barrack room soldiering. It lias had the effect of causing
keen competition amongst the section in everything, thereby bringing
about a marked improvement in every way. The R.S.O. has also done
a lot towards Company Sports. The tugofwar team coached by him
and containing seven signallers in the team, pulled to win in tlic
Battalion sports.
In other kinds of recreation we have had excellent results. Foot
ball has provided us with some real enjoyable evenings. After play
ing on the rocky ground at Gibraltar it seems splendid here. Cricket
as not as yet been taken up to any extent. A large percentage of the
section took advantage of the cycle trip organised by the Company
last week, aud were out all day, returning at night, dusty, tired and
hungry, but in good spirits. The ride was voted to have been a good
one, and apart from tlie few that returned home " undertow," every
one had a good day's outing.
One other point worth mentioning, perhaps, is tlic maimer in which
conversation is carried on with the natives, by some of us. As an
example of what takes place, we quote the following remark passed by
a signaller in all good faith to a native boy : " fdhar a,o Hombre,
can't vou understand plain English ? "
COBBLER.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who swiped Basher's pigeons ?
And did he buy tliem back ?
Has Hooks received liis Diploma yet ?
What price printer's pie now ?
Arc we shielding someone ?
Who shouts Cha wala in his sleep ?
When shall we get a pigeon pie ?
Who likes custards for each meal ?
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The usual "B" Company stars, Colly, Taylor, Cpl. Butcher, obliged
and being up to a very high standard, they caused a great deal
of merriment. Capt. N. t>. Wale and I.ieut. Wetlierall obliged with a
few yarns in an endeavour to cut one another out, and eventually
finishing by creating something short of a sensation.
A small turn, " The Ancient Order of Froth Blowers," was rendered
with great success by the 1st D.C.I,.I.. They are very fine fellows,
all of them.
It would be too much to expect to narrate all that happened at the
concert, but it was a huge success.
The detachment has been playing football a great deal lately and a
photograph shews the team. No. 6 Platoon "B" Company have played
a few matches and they journeyed to Dulihhet, another branch of the
Hill Station, and played Brigade headquarters in a friendly match.
Wc lost 21 after a very good game.
Congratulations to "B" Company ou winning the Harris Shield,
by a very small margin of half a poiut. Major N. S. Hart, O.C. "B"
Company was very pleased considering the closeness of the fight, for
the same. But bad news must always come with good ; we heard
that we arc losing to "H.Q." Wing, Sgt. Hodges, Cpl. Godfrey, Cpl.
Hoy and Cpl. Hunt. We are sorry to hear of their going. Poor old
Micky, the M.G.'s will kick you out if you start any of your musical
tricks.
Major N. S. Hart visited Ranikhct on Saturday, 9th April, and by
all that is wonderful in his dear old mascot and indispensable friend,
" Henry Ford," a truly marvellous ear. He seemed to be pleased with
all he saw, and surprised a few of the families by a lightning visit. We
are now anxiously waiting the arrival of the remainder of the Detach
ment and they can honestly hope for a real good time when they get
settled down.
F.T.B.

" A " Company.
Hearing strange noises emerging from our Company Office tlie other
day and myself being a rather nosey kind of an individual, I was
prompted to have a peep through the keyhole and indeed, 1 saw a
queer scene. There was tlie C.S.M. attempting to tell tlie Company
Commander in Hindustani that " Ouvrez la darwaza " meant "open
the door," and in his excitement lie opened tlie door and caught me
standing there like a wet sack. Of course he promptly punished me
by giving me this splendid position of Company Scribe. Still, 1 must
not dwell too long with the introductory stage or else the Editor will
fix me up with another job.
The first thing of any importance, is, 1 think, tlie result of the Harris
Shield Competition. This year we were not quite so fortunate as to
be the winners, but we made ourselves known by being the runners
up, aud losing tlie lead by only half a point. The actual points obtained
I shall shew separately, 'out whilst 1 am on this subject, I should like,
on behalf of "A" Company, to congratulate the winners, "B" Company.
Besides the holding of the Battalion Sports, the Company also held
some sports in connection with tlie " Lucas" Shield competition.
The various results are shewn at the conclusion.
To describe all the different Company games would indeed be a
difficult job here as there are dozens of opportunities and facilities for
every kind of sport to be played and consequently, only the very
important ones can be mentioned.
Lately we have lost Mr. Foster, L/Cpl. Hodkin aud L/Sgt. Turner;
the first mentioned two are ou a muscle bending course at Kasauli,
and the last named individual is punching holes through eyediscs at
Pachmary.
We wish them all the best of success iu their courses.
I do hope that " Mandy " makes a mistake and gives the command :
" Laughing with arms flapping sideways " " Commence."
We are pleased to be able to welcome to the fold—Cpl. Hudson
from "D" Company aud Cpl. Holness from "H.Q." Wing and tnist
that they will have an enjoyable time in the old " troop." We also
welcome back from Aden—L/Sgt. Hadaway and trust that in future
he always has the best of health.
By the time these notes appear in print we shall have moved to
Ranikhct and had about half of our allotted period for the Hill station.
Au advance party comprising tlie majority of No. 4 Platoon have
already left.
Ou behalf of the Company I should like to extend the deepest
sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Andrews on their recent bereavement which
they have sustained.
Once more I use the NomdePIume of " Quarter Guard."
HARRIS SHIELD RESULTS.
"B" Company, 301 points ; "A" Company, 30 points; "D"
Company, 26 points; "C" Company, 21 points; "E.14," 9 points
E.23," 5 points.
LUCAS SHIELD RESULTS.
No. 3 Platoon witli 131 points; No. 4 Platoon with 8 points;
No. 2 Platoon with 3 points ; No. 1 Platoon witli 2 points.

" B " Company.
Congratulations to the Company on winning the Harris Shield,
although ouly by half a point. The result was uncertain right up to
tlie last of the Athletic Sports and by tying with "C" Company for
third place, divided the points between us, which gave us half a point
victory for the Harris Shield.
The l.ast Ilockev Match v. "23" Company, brought us a point for
Hockey as we won 3 1. The Team was as follows :—
L/Cpl. Foreman; Pte. Woods, L/Cpl. Home; L/Sgt. Phebey,
Lieut. Coates, Pte. Worsdell; Pte. Monagliam, Cpl. White, C.S.M.
Farrow, C.Q.M.S. Clayton, Pte Hull.

Goals were scored by C.S.M, Farrow (2) ; Pte. Hull (1). Lt.
Coates played we1 at centrelialf, also C.Q.M.S. Clayton at insideleft.
L/Cpl. Ilorne was badly injured during the game but we are pleased
to state that he is now alright agaiu.
CRICKET.
The Company played tlic Sadar Bazaar Cricket Club last Sunday
and lost by five wickets. The ground was very good, although the
ball needed careful watching as the matting on tlic grass wanted getting
used to.
"B" Company, 88 (C.S.M. Farrow, 31 ; Pte. Richards, 33).
Sadar Bazaar, 106 for 5 (Pte. Wickens and Pte. Richards bowled
well).
HARRIS SHIELD SPORTS.
Wc congratulate Capt. Wale on his jumping. He came front
Ranikhct to compete in tlie high jump (Team) ; also he jumped 5 ft.
3 inches and with L/Cpl. Brawn the Company secured second place
by a small margin.
Cpl. Richardson and L/Cpl. Brawn with their combined jump,
won the team long jump which brought us five points.
Other events were well done, especially the 880 yards and 440 yards.
The men who represented the Company Teams were :—
ONE MILE.—Pte. Laugley, Taylor (91), Cpl. Wyles, Sgt.
Hodges. (3rd).
THREE MILES.—Pte. Laugley, Taylor (91), Cpl. Wyles, Sgt. Hodges.
(4th).
440 YARDS.—Pte. Taylor, Hull, Moore, Cpl. Wyles. (3rd).
LONG JUMP.—Cpl. Richardson, L/Cpl. Brawn. (1st).
220 YARDS.—Cpl. Wyles, Cpl. Richardson, Cpl. Hunt, L/Cpl. Home
(5tli).
100 YARDS.—L/Cpl. Home, Cpl. Wyles, Cpl. Richardson, Cpl.
Hunt. (5th).
880 YARDS.—Cpl. Wyles, Pte. Laugley, Pte. Taylor (91), Pte.
Hull. (2nd).
HURDLES.—L/Cpl. Foreman, L/Cpl. Brawn, Pte. O Moore, Cpl.
Hunt. (6th).
HIGH JUMP.—Capt. Wale, L/Cpl. Brawn. (2ud).
MEDLEY RACE.—Pte. Laugley, Cpl. Richardson, Pte. Moore, Cpl.
Wyles. (6tli).
We were unlucky to lose one of our best sprinters, Pte. Rose, who
was taken ill ; also L/Cpl. Home, who was injured in the Heats.
Capt. Wale, Sgt. Goss, Sgt. Osborne, L/Sgt. Beer and 23 other ranks
proceeded to Ranikhct on the 21st March as au advance party.
The Company proceeds there on Monday next—Easter Monday—
by train from Bareilly to Katligodam, and then march the remaining
50 miles to Rauikhet, taking five days to get there. There are five
stops during the march and we hope to get there fit aud well.
We are sorry to lose Pte. Hewitt and Cpl. Leeks who have been
recently invalided to U.K.
Sgt! Hodges, Cpl. Hoy, Cpl. Godfrey and Cpl. Hunt have been
attached to the M.G. Platoon for training with a view to transfer and
we will be sorry to lose them.
Wc congratulate the following N.C.O.'s on their promotion :—
Promoted Corporal:—1,/Cpls. White, Wyles, Hunt and Cook ;
Appointed Paid L/Sgt. :—Cpl. Phebey.
"B" Company tender their deepest sympathy to Lt. A. W. and
Mrs. Andrews ill the death of their son, which occurred on the 13th
instant.
A.T.F.

" D " Company.
Since our last epistle was written, many tilings have happened in
tlie Company.
The first great event was tlie return of our Skipper from Gibraltar,
he having been left behind to complete certain studies for Staff College.
We ware all glad to see him back again and hope liis labours were uot
in vain.
The second event was the loss of the famous ought and cross kings,
i.e., Grant aud Collard, they being transferred to Headquarter Wing,
owing to their being so efficient at their work in the Battalion Orderly
Room.
The tliird great event was the arrival of Pte. Samuel Davey from
The Drums. No doubt lie can give us a few selections ou the Dining
Hull tabic with his knife and fork. Another Professor of Music came
with him, in Pte. Arthur Baldwin. We are always glad to receive
any one from other companies, being as we are, so closely assembled
within Clyde Barracks.
We were very sorry to lose our flag waggers, Privates King and
Wraight, who, having passed their test, have been transferred to the
Signallers in Headquarter Wing, aud we wisii them the best of luck in
their new company.
We extend an hearty welcome to Privates Fuller and Barton, not
Mussels, who have recently been transferred from Headquarter Wing.
During tlie early part of the mouth the Battalion held its Annual
Sports in which tlie company did itself a bit of good. The chief Athletics
were :—Sgt. Gibson, Cpl. Vye, L/Cpl. Cook, Pte. Olivers, Pte. Wolfe,
Pte. P. Redman, Pte. Jclley, Pte. Mitchell, Pte. Buddie, Pte. Knight,
Sgt. Baker and his tugofwar team.
We were very surprised when Percy Redman came on tlie field to
run, but we were surprised more when we saw him running. From
whence are all these dark horses coming, all at once ?
Pte. Olivers appeared at his best, but like all good men, he is getting
rather old at the game. Sgt. Gibson would have done better had lie
been in training, but owing to the long sea voyage he had not quite lost
liis sealegs.

599

THE DRAGON

At .
able to
for we
we look
some .
i '.rutin.
W'li
a beaut
side oir
ought 1
none.
No.
iwice a
wlictlu
but it .
No.
and lb.
No.

ki
t
d,

lb..

til :ilt
mini t

net'. ;' c so,
i In  III It >11
id
on
I ti
tin;: u .' 1
1 CD I
 :e|
! < >N
1'
tl,
iiru
in
.liilsP
ii
P.
 *N
nil
Pi

It F
iu I in li
we get.
game :
No
No.
Tin
Odi
Tin
Od.
Tin
going p
selves I

nil
in
nd
A
ra
.Hi

We
\Ve iiai

in
la

I NO
>— 11 ., >
No. 15
Oth
been fc
.ompai

Pii
i
t«
ui
I.
ir

Sou
Clubs ;
o as t
when <
I t!
take tl.
he is s.
boxing
We
having
Sgl
b. Snii
We
Contin
Course
say foi

>f

s

Ui
1

Pi

1»
in I

b:

a
s
>1
d
litt
;rt
i I
C.
u
t
B

'St

iir t
vviil
u
H

Bv i

,|<

. On
v.n
r >p|«
lit, i
u
1r

.. f«
\

-

.itcii'
li }
-fa

ui t«
I iv.
|Vsj
con,
nit 
n, \
vvh:t!
1 villry
.IV .>1
;ib ;
isi.'i,
l it i
i ir\
inn. i
. >. i

The 2nd Battalion.
't/,.

14 1 ill
 C «'
I irH!
SXVi
lr
ti:
ii
t ul
til? : al'.'l
 er . lu«
r
<1 1x111'.:
NC
'-'ii:
tnu lit R<
i t '11.1*1:1
Oiv. i'l Sn
I1C\ : . >rnh
14 t Ccv 1 '
it
i Mb
V.
: i« 1 1
aid
Wi 1
HI !i»
lit
NC
wa*
e ids ri
(i > J.».u
Us
IV viitii
is.
net i «]>
and w I i i»ic . 

which already
seen is to have been
EJ ASTER,
ar behind, came just

too late to he mentioned in
our last notes, so that it
\\ ol Id he as well lo relate
t lu events ol' the weekend.
Manv of us were able to
yet away for a day or two ;
I *---*
strange. is it not, that the
t ,
modern man's first instinct
!sr CJ
on hciny yiveu a holiday
%
si ns to l.e to " yet away,"
anywhere. it does not
r.
'c_
lo
mat 1 er, but the further the
9:
1 letter, reyardless of any
I t ' ;.|i'l Hill or of the fact that many
travelling there and back!
to yet away were doubtless
lor their illluck. On blaster
iv i fie football Tournament was
i airniny, every Platoon, M.G. s,
r, nd. Drums and Employed
em: md in the teiimimite games
; i p  port was witnessed. The
i i below. The next item was
participated iu by nearly
The Im  were given in cunningly
el si on slips of paper and much
t vva e;iused by the sight of puzzled
men climbing trees, poking
i>ol I
is int< odd corners and generally
impr. ion thai they were attending
11 ;Sl I, Coif of Instruction in Mystery
ug and solving). One clue
i ui the ProvostSergeant's

J'A

Til

Ilo
r.egget
WI
An
Di.
effect
\V1
Cat
WI
for Su
Wi
W1
Is
and is
Ho
Reveil
WI
Do
Marsh
WI
the di
Wt
heat it
take |
WI
enligh
Is
inilusl
WI

DJ! -

>u _

?

t
&

>ii v

( IU t ] t
\ i,iti<
iiiidt

w i followed in the afternoon by
0 the Amp Cup final (for the benefit
, a iisru readers I venture to translate
Dip
Ta coop).
, ruing a Charleston Competition
 i ml resulted in a " kneesy " win
i itlic in the Band.
. b ,lei 1 here have been few events of
several officers attended the
mvrsshil Cabaret Ball at tlie Depot
D: i. including our inimitable Broad
; re\ ied, but by no means abridged,
01 their famous sketch.
nid
D" Companies are hard at
IN Ti.lining and can be seen any day
; p m . returning laden with spoil, from
ui id looking cheerful and fit.
"A"
are in residence and the Machine
, h;;\ e yoiie to their annual concen
at Net heravoii. But the main thought
iim all our activities is the Tattoo.

600

THE DRAGON

I do not believe this has been mentioned in
the Editorial before, but in case there are any
in the 1st Battalion who are unaware of the
great event that looms large on our horizon,
I may say that the Battalion has been detailed
to stage the Battle of Blenheim (1704) in the
Aldershot Command Searchlight Tattoo this
year. 350 Buffs and about 100 of the 2nd
Dorsets will form four regiments, representing
the British Army under the Duke of
Marlborough ; "A" and "B" regiments form
Rowe's Brigade (all Buffs) ; "C" and "D"
regiments form Farguson's Brigade ("C" are
Dorsets).
Space does not permit of a full description
this month, but in our next issue will be found
a complete story of the whole show, witli
photographs. Suffice it to say that the
following officers are taking part :—
General Rowe
Lieut. Cass
O.C. "A" Regiment
Lieut. Airy
O.C. "B" Regiment
Lieut. Knatclibull
O.C. "D" Regiment
Lieut. Bruce
General Rowe's Padre 2/Lieut. LvndenBell

Full result of sixaside oompetition :—
Band »
J
No. 9 /
|

No. 2 l
No. 15 /

15

No. 7
No. 12

}

12

No. 16
No. 6

}'

16

Byes :

16
11

No. 1 i
Employ/
11

No. 3
Sigs.

Sigs.

No. 14
No. 13

14

No. 5
No. 10

10

Drums
No. 4

Drums

PIELBI.
After tlie Ceremonial Parade, a sixaside football
competition was held, open to platoon teams. This
proved a very popular event and we must con
gratulate "C" Company on providing three of the
four semifinalists, and ultimately the winners in No.
10 Platoon. No. 10 thoroughly deserved their success
and had the satisfaction of defeating The Drums, who
won a similar competition ou Easter Monday.
Thanks are due to Cpl. Richards, Cpl. Gillett
and L/Cpl. Sanders, who bore the brunt of the refereeing
and to Cpl. Stocken for carrying out the rather tedious
duties of " Official Recorder."
Winners of Events.
SIXASIDE FOOTBALL.

Winners: No. 10 Platoon.

Runners-iip: No. 11 Platoon.
PLATOON SHOOTING COMPETITION.
(1) The Band, score, 144; (2) No. 13 Platoon, "D" Coy., score,
131 (15 bulls); (3) No. 9 Platoon, "C" Coy., score, 131 (11
bulls).
INDIVIDUAL SCORES.
(1) Pte. Mobley, "II.Q.," score, 48; (2) L/Cpl. Hollands, "C"
score, 45 ; (3) Bdm. Baker, "H.Q.," score, 42.
BOYS' COMPETITION.
(1) Boy J. Williams, score, 18; (2) Boy Catt, score, 14 (2 bulls) ;
(3) Boy Sedgwick, score, 14 (1 bull).
TREASURE HUNT.
Prizewinners: Pte. Bersey, "C" Coy.; Pte. Nolan, "A" Coy.;
Pte. Bleneowe, "II.Q." Wing; Pte. Hammond, "H.Q." Wing.

14
10

10

R.G.O."

ALBUHERA DAY.

May 16th was celebrated in the way that
it should have been, beginning with a
Ceremonial Parade, with a lecture by the
Commanding Officer. After this the Colours
and Regimental silver were displayed in the
guard room verandah until midday. There
was a sixaside football competition, a
shooting competition, a treasurehunt, and,
in the evening, a very good concert arranged
by the N.A.A.F.I. .

10

11

No. 11
No. 8

Football.
On Easter Monday morning, a sixaside football competition was
held. Every platoon entered a team and teams were also entered by
the Signallers, Drums, Machine Gunners (3), Band and Regimental
Employ, making a total of 23 teams in all.
Details of tlie competition are given below :—

No. 10
10
No. ? >
No. 7 \
M.G. 2 /
No. 8
No. 2
No. 11
11
No. 13
No. 4
No. 5
Baud
Sigs.
Sigs
No. 6
6
No. 15 /
Byes
No.
No.
M.G.
M.G.
No.
No.
No.
Employ
Drums

II

1

11
11

}

4

1
V Drums

M.G. 3
M.G. 1
12

Drums

M.G. 1
.Drums
 Drums

The Drums were a wellbalanced team and thoroughly deserved
their success ; their team was as follows :—
L/Cpl. Bowman, Dmr. Gosling, Dmr. McCorkell, Dmr. Harding,
Dmr. Banks, and Dmr. Polley.
Special thanks are due to the following, who undertook tlie task of
refereeing
Sgt. Sidwell, Cpl. Richards, Cpl. Gillett, Sgt. Tutt, L/Cpl.
Sanders.
The Commanding Officer kindly presented the prizes to the winners
and runnersup.
" R.G.O."

Cricket.
We opened the season with a match against the 2nd Battalion The
Norfolk Regiment, who defeated us by seven wickets. Two new
players in L/Cpl. Mann aud Pte. Hobbs, were included in the side,
and botli showed promise in tlie field ; Hobbs was unfortunately run
out before lie had a chance to distinguish himself, but L/Cpl. Maun
displayed good style and a straight bat.

OS

No.

1

PLATOON, "A"

COMPANY,

2nd

BATTALION,

Winners of the InterPlatoon Football Cup, 192627.
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Sgt. Tutt was top scorer with 39, and Lt. Nicholson collected 28.
Our bowling, which is very weak this year, was in the hands of 2/Lt.
Botley and Nelthorpe : the former took 1 for 28 and the latter 1 for 61.
L/Cpl. Mann and l'tc. Hobbs each bowled one over, and each secured
a wicket.
2ND BN. THE BUFFS.
2ND BN. THE NORFOLK REGT.
I.t. Nicholson, e Policy, b
Lt. Taylor, e Botlsv, b. Nel
Brennan
26
thorpe
2
I,t. Dare, b Brennan
10 Lt. Wilkins, c Mann, b Botley 8
Capt. Morgan, b Brennan
9 Capt. Thome, c Tutt, b
Nicholson
28
Lt. Parry, b Newman
5 Capt. Taylor,c Sidwell,b Mann 73
Boy Payment, b Newman
11 Pte. Angell, e Tutt, b Hobbs 25
Sgt.Sidwell.c Thorne.b Brennan 6 Pte. Pulley
.
Lt Botley, b Brennan
0 Capt. Oakes
j
Bdm.Nelthorpe,c & b Brennan
6 C.Q.M.S.Heyhoe did not bat.
Sgt. Tutt, b Newman
39 L/Cpl. Newman |
Pte. Hobbs, run out
0 Pte. Cox
I
L/Cpl. Mann, not out
7 Pte. Brennan
'
Extras
10
Extras
23
Total

130

Total (5 wkts.)

159

Sergeants' IVIess.
During April we have been very quiet and our
usual Whist Drives and Dances have not been held
owing to the Battalion firing
the Annual Weapon
Training Course. Several of our members have put
up very good shows, especially Alf. Trice, who scored
139 with the rille and 199 with the " Light Automatic "
making a total of 338 out of a possible 377. And still
he swears by all he holds sacred (and otherwise) that
there is something wrong with his gun. Is that so,
Mac. ?
Now that Musketry is finished with, we are turning
our minds to training, also furnishing guards, etc.
The Mess have now got a Tennis Team and two
matches have been played iu the Aldershot Command
District Tennis League up to date, but so far have uot
met with much success, losing both matches by two
sets to one. The matches played were against the No.
2 Coy. R.A.M.C. Team, the first being played away on
10th May and the second being a return match at home
on 13th May. No doubt our team have not yet
" found their feet " and will probably do better in the
future matches. We are not discouraged by this
adverse start, as tlie season lias only just commenced,
and there are quite a number of matches to be played
which, we hope, will bring better results.
On Monday, 9th May, we had a Whist Drive and
Dance in tlic Mess, which was, as usual, well attended,
with a splendid selection of prizes. We give our
congratulations to C.S.M. Tong and his Committee for
the running of these shows, which are always carried
out extremely well.
There have been several rehearsals for the Search
light Tattoo which is to be held at tlie Ruslimoor
Arena, Aldershot, on June 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th and
18th. The words of command for this sounded
very funny at first, but now we are getting used to
" Take heed to give Fire " and " Shoulder your Fire
locks " given out in a kind of song. Nevertheless, we
shall be more than pleased when it is all over and we
can settle down to ordinary routine once more.
The Machine Gunners have gone to Netheravon for
concentrated training, taking six of our members with
them. May they come back brown as berries. Any
way, we expect they will be " browned off."
We congratulate Sergeants Ross and Sidwell on
being allotted public quarters, so that they can now
have their " better halves " with them.
If I do not stop now, these notes will never
be published, so Cheerio from everyone and
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

We should now be grateful of enlightenment on
the following points :—
Is it right that " John " is a partner to Oliver as
Storemen i/c. Bows and Arrows in the Searchlight
Tattoo ?
When are Admiral and Ginger going to get their
" Civvy " clothes sorted out ?

And who will wear them eventually ?
Or will they take turns ?
Is it true that " Gisby " was seen to run ?
And was it To work ? (Ask " Tug ").
And has he burst that blood vessel yet ?
Was it through overexertion " Driving them
Home " ?
What will happen to " Deuce's " garden when the
Band goes away ?
Who is going to buy the produce ?
How did " Dersey " come to lead by a short duck
board when we went " Bridging " ?
And who floated by on a float? Ask " Jerry."
Corporals' IVIess.
Several events have taken place since last we wrote. In the
Corporals' Billiard Handicap, L/Cpl. Ivy (the old War Horse) was the
winner and L/Cpl. Trinkwon, the runner up. The final was 2Ml up ;
it proved a very close game, Ivey being 250 and Trinkwon 240, both
having started " scratch."
L/Cpl. Goodsell and Cpl. Curliss having tied with 41 points each in
the Corporals' Spoon Shoot, they " shot off" in the Miniature Range,
L/Cpl. Goodsell eventually being the winner.
We held our final dance of the season on May 6th, which proved
lo be a huge success. The Baud on this occasion excelled itself under
the able management of Sgt. Diamond. It had much more " go " in
it than heretofore. Cpls. Bailey and Watson ably assisted behind the
bar. It was partly a carnival dance, with hats and balloons, etc.,
which all added to the gayness of the scene. Major Guy Lee, D.S.O.,
M.C., and Mrs. Guv Lee, Capt. Hamilton and many other of our officers
very kijidlv graced our dance by their presence. All that one can say
is that it was a verv fitting conclusion to a very successful season.
I should like to thank, through the pages of " The Dragon,"
the various voluntary helpers and committees for the splendid way
in which thev have all " put their shoulders to the wheel," without
which success would have been impossible. Our funds are increasing
well under tlie eagle eye of the " Old Bean." We are " raking in "
about £12 a month from Billiards and mess subscriptions. It
is proposed to have several Corporals' outings out of mess funds, so
require all the money we can get. One proposition is to have two or
three double decker'buses aud go to Ascot and use tlie top half as
grand stands and the bottom half for luncheon and a bar. I think
this sounds rather a good day's outing.
Now that the Cricket season has started we are going to revive the
Annual Fixture which we used to have abroad, of the match, Officers
and .Sergeants v. The Corporals and have marquees and tea on the
Ground. It is difficult to know when to fit it in at Aldershot, owing
to so much training, etc., but we are determined to hold it some time
or other. I think this will do for this month.
^ ^
HEARD IN TIIE MESS.
When 1 was in the old " silver sand " (Band) I used to have soles
on my feet: since 1 have been on Company Training, I am walking
on mv ankles. No names, no Taffy's.
Taffy said that the N.A.A.F.I. Girls eat reminded him of
the H.L.I.'s Bagpipes when they were " blown up."

" B " Company.
So much lias happened during the past three
months which we have failed to note that time does
uot permit me to ponder over them all.
I will
endeavour to mention the chief points.
Having finished
our arduous Company Training,
we settled down, trying to make up our minds to do
some Barrack Room soldiering, etc., and duties.
Reliefs were required for various forms of employment
whilst "C" and "D" had their share in the trials and
tribulations of Company Training, which leaves us in
no mood for reflection. We were all very sorry to
lose Col. LI. A. Thewles, our Company Commander.
At least we have not seen him for many days—and,
like all oldsoldiers, has " simply faded away ! !" No
one seems to know where, or how he is, but we hope
we shall always have touch with him and others who
have left us in a similar manner, through this very
interesting and useful paper.
I made a vain appeal to the Platoons for news,
hoping that I might arouse some interest this way.
I have collected some and there is still more to come ;
when, I am not in the position to say. But up to the
present I have a very choice selection before me, of
news and " news."
Everyone seems to have taken a great interest in
this coming Searchlight Tattoo and are hard at
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Crusaders' Notes.

4 PLATOON'S CORNER.

No. 4 wakes up ! One sensation after another r it is really too
much. We welcome to the fold Pte. Hoult from "B" Company and
Tommy Hodgson, who has rejoined us from the 1st Battalion." The
latter and his pals, Allen and Bourne, also from the 1st, managed to
scrounge a month's leave, at this time of the year, too ! We also own
two professional gardeners, in Phipps and Shilling. Pliipps puts in
the seeds and plants, whilst Shilling puts up the string and watches
them grow.
YORKER.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is the old soldier in No. 4 Platoon and is his name Donkey
Barrow ?
When is No. 4 Platoon being issued with life belts ? Ask Phipps.
What will Harold do now he has lost Chapman ?
Who is the N.C.O. who thinks he is IT, and when will he attain
man's service ?
Who is the King of the Bungs ?
YORKER.
Who are the motorbike fiends, and will one (motorbike) ever make
its appearance in the Platoon ?
Who is it prefers tlie cookhouse to Petticoat Lane ? And did his
star guide him there ?
Is Cyril getting married, and how many wedding presents has he
uptodate ?
Or will he make up his mind to lake unto himself a motor bike
instead of a wife ?
What Cyril and George think of the last draft, and are their feelings
too deep for words ?
LIRYC.

The Band,

"A" Group have won the Football Shield, points being given for tlie
Harris Shield. By beating "B" Company, 10, they put the issue
beyond all doubt. The record in the League is :—Played 5, Won 4,
Drawn 1, Lost 0, Goals For 23, Goals Against 12. Points, 9. By
becoming runnersup iu the Bayonet Fencing we gain a small lead in
points for the Group in the Harris Sliield Competition.
The Band's garden is beginning to attract those who pass by its
blooms. As regards cricket, the Band have played two games, winning
both. The first was against Remainder, "li.Q." Wing, tlie Band
winning by 215 runs. Scores :—
BAND.
"H.Q. WING."
Harper,cNye,b Hammond....
3 Stocken, c & b B. Sliclton
I
Smith, c Marsh, b Hanson
32 Hanson, b B. Slielton
1
McLennon, b Hammond
4 Nye, b Shelton
1
Bowman, c Blencoe, b
Brace, b Nelthorpe
2
Hammond
14 Hammond, b Shelton
0
Nelthorpe, retired
101 Johnson, b Shelton
Shelton, b Hammond
0 Bates, b Shelton
0
Hewitt, c & b Johnson
4 Divers, not out
0
Arnell, b Hanson
31 Marsh, b Nelthorpe
10
Rawlings, b Marsh
8 Beales, b Shelton
1
Henrickson, not out
9 Blencoe, b Nelthorpe
1
Manning, 1) Brace
9
Extras
2
Extras
21
—
Total
22
Total
236
—
Nelthorpe, in completing his first century of the season, showed
perfect timing and driving. lie bit seven 6's and ten 4's, and only
gave one chance when 87. Shelton came out on top of the bowling
with 7 for 12, and excellent performance on a matting wicket.
In the next game the Band beat "C" Company by 127 runs.
Scores:—
THE BAND.
"C COMPANY.
Harper, c & b Gardner
6 Stocken, b Hewitt
I
Smith, b Gardner
' I Strand, b McLennon
I
McLennon, run out
" Lennird, b McLennon
0
Bowman, c & b J. Smith
0 Gardner, h Hewitt
2
Nelthorpe, b Gardner
8 Newman, b Hewitt
2
.Shelton, b Venes
52 Mansfield, b Hewitt
8
Hewitt, li Hobson
9 Hobson, h Hewitt
4
Arnell, c & 1) Gardner
11 J. Smith, b McLennon
I
Rawlings, b J. Smith
23 Dolbear, b McLennon
0
Henrickson, not out
21 Venes, b Hewitt
I
Manning, b J. Smith
I Thomson, not out
0
Extras
9
Extras
0
Total

N7

Total

20

Shelton, in compiling his 52, gave a delightful display of timing,
and the art of sneaking runs. Hewitt's bowling analysis was 6 for 12.
The wicketkeeper, L/Cpl. Harper, gave a grand display behind the
Stumps, the extras only amounting to 2 for both matches.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it true that "Trousers" illuminates his medals for the purpose
of playing his parts at Mess ?
Since when have 16 men made 'A' Group Football Team or is this
only for tea parade ?
How far will 16 dixies of tea go between the whole of "H.O." Wing ?
When is " Cock " going to London on a Sunday pass ?
Has " Ike " an attack of Bunk Fever and Gramaphonitis ?
CRUSADER

Well, Boys, owing to the " Great War " breaking out iu China tlie
Crusaders had lo come forward and give a helping hand, and the best
part in hand will be the " beer," as they all passed out at Quenching
Thirsts in Aden. The names of Crusaders on the Roll in China are as
follows :—L/Cpl. Conisbee, (O.M.), Pte. Lines (Sigs.), Crusader the
First, L/Cpl. Foster, (Sigs.), Pte. Holton fO.R.) There are a few more,
but we cannot find their record at present.
" Crusaders " touring India
Corporal Robinson, Privates Stocker
and Deverson. Touring in the West of Africa is Crusader Lister.
We have only a few left in the Battalion at present, but they are
keeping the old club's name up and we are sorry to say that lateeomers
to the Battalion would not pass any of the tests for entrance as they
have not seen the " Other Sun " which is miles away. The names of
those still with the Battalion are as follows :—
L/Cpl. F. Harper, L/Cpl F. Taylor, L/Cpl. F. Bowman, Bds.
H. Hewitt and our old friend Darky.
Anybody wishing to become a member of the " Crusaders' Club,"
please "hand £50 over to any of the above four members who will be
willing to receive it.
CRUSADER THE SECOND.

The Drums.
As we promised in our last month's issue of "The Dragon" we
won the Sixaside Competition and we are going all out to win the
Albuhera Day Competition. We have also entered a team of four
for the Miniature Range Competition on the same day.
We are practising for the Searchlight Tattoo in June, but have
done nothing in the way of sport yet, as we have only just finished
our annual Musketry Course.
We are anxious to hear from some of the old 2nd Battalion
Drummers who are serving with the 1st Battalion in India.
Sorrv there is no more to sav at present, as news is lacking.
A.O.F.B.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How does the " Current Bun" of India take Ginger ?
Is Finchley and Poodle any the worse for it ?
When is Harry going to start moaning ?
How did Bill Harding forget to answer his name at the Guard
Room when he returned to Barracks and what was the consequence.

Machine Gun Platoon.
By the time these notes appear in print, our ten days'
concentration at Netheravon will be over, for wc are off tomorrow
(the 1 ltli). We are all looking forward to it, for camp life is the best
that can be desired.
During the last month we have done much good work. On most
days we were out "scheming" preparing for the Control Cup Shoot,
which takes place at Netheravon. We are all out lo do our best, so
good luck to our Boys.
We are all sorry to lose Pte. Ward, who has been transferred to tlie
Essex Regiment at Colchester. In him we have lost one of our best
allround sportsmen. We wish him every success in his new Regiment.
Sergeants Sidwell and Wright are soon going away on a course,
and we shall miss their company all the summer. Still, as they miss
manoeuvres I do uot suppose they are going to grouse.
SPORTS.
When writing these notes under the heading of the M.G. Platoon
we should like it known that it is "II" Group, for the employed form
the remainder of the Group with us. During the last month we have
done as well as any in this line, for we have won another shield. This
time for Bavonet" Fencing.
We met and beat "A" Group in the final
of the Battalion
Competition, but it was a close call, for it was left to the team leaders
'wc had to be satisfied with third place in tlie Football League,
losing second place to "D" Company on goal average. Congratula
tions to "A" Group on winning tills competition.
Cricket is now in full swing and so far we have won all four games
'' ' During these games we have found some very useful batsmen who
with more practice, should in future give a good account of themselves.
Cpl. Stocken plays like a " Phillip Mead" and once lie gets his eye
down, cannon balls cannot .shift him.
Cpl. Rilev behind the stumps is a proper " Hubble and Hanson
has a liking for " middle stumps " when he bowls. His last effort
was to remove one a distance of six yards.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Was George iu a " tight corner " on liis last day's pass ?
Is lie now going to sign the pledge ?
Can J.W. play Snooker ?
Is it the name of the game that gets B.P. down ?
Did No. 1 SectionSergeant feel " rough " after lie rode the mare
back from E. 2 ?
. .
Does " Clara " want to sell his motorcycle, or is his tyr e still in
the garage ?
,
.
,
Is August a good month for a marriage ?
Does the person who this concerns like a " lap " ?
Did Tionzo put on weight behind the liar at the Corporals jazz .
Who was the lady George found, and was she really lost ?
TUMBLER NUT.
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THE DRAGON

1ST CLASS LEWIS GUNNERS.—L/Sgt. Trice, L/Cpl. Ivcy, Sgt.
Amos, Sgt. MacWalter, Pte. Bryan, L/Cpl. Miles, L/Sgt. Tomlin, Pte.
Knight, Pte. Jury. Cpl. Nash and Pte. Ellen.
1 should like to put tlic whole of tlic results in, but am afraid it
would be taking tip too much space, so only shew tlie " Blind Bobs."
All these arc to be congratulated ou helping the Company to retain
Best Shooting Company for tlie third year 111 succession, for rumour
tells me that we have got it again. L/Sgt. Trice must again
lie congratulated for being Company Shot; I have forgotten how
many times this is. His magnificent score of 139 on tlic Rifle and 199
on the Lewis Gun stands well to tlie front of everyone. Although
it is not yet published, we are sure lie will lie Battalion Shot of tlie

Beneath Bell Harry.
Q U M M Iv R
HAVING
Cj
burst
upon
us—
somewhat prematurely—in
all its glory, we have
fotmd ourselves during the
.*1o.'J ti rr rNJolrrW

THE DRAGON

60S

The Sergeants' Mese Annual Outing this year is to be a circular
tour by charabanc of this delightful part of the world. It will take
place sometime in Julv and tlie route is expected to be Canterbury,
Ashford, Folkestone, Dover, Deal, Sandwich, Ramsgate, Margate
a n d Canterbury.
. . .
,,
ExR.Q.M.S. Edwards paid a short visit to the Depot during the
month. We were pleased to see him looking so fit.

Corporals' Mess.
To think that just twelve months ago the Depot was in an
upheaval and training slack, through the General Strike, and yet we
calmly hand these notes into the Editor, which would cause more
upheaval than the " Atom " itself. " Wonderful, isn't it ?"
One more month, one more issue of notes to terrorize the minds of
our readers. But stay 1 there is a general buzz going on in the Depot.
What can it be? Surely no Buff should have to think twice
about that question. The Brain Merchants and Idea Specialists Tare
preparing for Albuhera Day (not pronounced All Beer Day), puzzling
their intelligent minds for more uptodate Stunts, Shows, etc.. which
will appeal to the multitudes expected to roll along. There will, of
course, be the usual finishing up with an All Ranks' Dance in the
evening, but the account of the day's happenings will appear at the
end of these notes providing the Editor and Printer hold up the giddy
o l d w o r k sf o ra bit.
. . . .
.
c , ,
Now let us look into the doings, good and otherwise, of the
members of the mess. Mac. the humourist of the mess, has retired
into convalescence with a bad knee, probably the result of a too witty
remark or joke cracked by him and was laughed at from the knees
upwards, instead of doing it in the usual manner, from ear to ear.
Ginger (O.C. Locklarts) has taken to walking quite a lot, especially
in the evenings, but he has only one route and that is the Old Park
(Oh Ginger be careful, vou know not what danger lurks; beware of
dark ladies !). One or two of the members are getting quite experts
at placing that noble and ancient game of Bat and Trap. Charlie
bowls a good ball, while Percy is a batter of no mean repute.
Spoon Shoots have taken place for the months of March and Aprli
and resulted as followsMarch Shoot : Silver Spoonist, Cpl.
Clinker score 53 ; Wooden Spoon, Cpl. Towerzey, score 15 ; highest
possible score, 60. April Shoot : Silver Spoonist, Cpl. Towerzey,
score 54  Wooden Spoon, L/Cpl. Pike, score 24 : highest possible
score 80. The Spoon Shoot for May will be judged according to the
score' made on the Annual Musketry Classification, so that it is
advisable not to compete for tlie Wooden Spoon as it may result in
losing that Sax'pence 1'er Deim (perhaps). Lieut. Speed is presenting
a prize of 10/ to the individual who makes the highest score.
Now for a casual glance into the Mess itself. As one enters they
find" that the Wireless is still in working order (wonderful) and the
gramaphone has returned to its old place (unique). The Library is
steadily accumulating, so we lmve purchased a book case which will
hold a couple of hundred books; so now then, you Corporals
of Literature, who have anv volumes of interest for which you have
no longer any use just trot them along and we will have that book
case filled up in less time than Simpson grew a moustache. (Note
Buffalo Bills, Comic Cuts and Heath Memoranda not required).
It had been decided to have the annual outing about the second
week of Tune. The place selected was Southend as some of
the members have an idea that they would make excellent sailors
(no wonder Nelson lost that eye 1).
This will conclude our agonv column for this month, so once again
we will go back to our old occupation, that is, Looking for No Body,
That knows No Body, Who wants No Body, To do Nothing
A.H.D.S.
WE WONDER :
How long does one keep a borrowed shirt ?
Has Toby had his returned yet ?
Is Ginger getting a touch of the heart ache ?
At what speed does Jacks sp arring partner move ?
Whether scrubbing and whitening fireplaces
during holidays is
good for the blues ?
Is there a special walkingout book kept for Wilfcy ?
Did Smudcr and Cliapp'o enjoy tlie Cabaret ?
Was drink conspicuous by its absence ?
When will Charlie believe that the Nine of Diamonds is the curse
of Scotland ?
PROVERBS REVISED.
Having no Proverb ready for revision this month, we must try
something else. Just imagine a N.C.O., returning from the School of
Ed., telling a man not to use big words when speaking. This is the
USUN.C.O".
returned
from
Intelligent
Department—" When
articulating your superficial sentimentalities, philosophical syealogical
observations' beware of platitudeness ponderosity.
Let your conversation communication possess a rarified, concise
and compact compreheusibleness.
AH D S

The 2nd Battalion Dance Band dropped in to see us this month
and we want to know who got wild when he found there was no jazz
on in town, after blowing his " tummy " out at rehearsal.
We have started on our Annual Musketry Course and already
a party have fired, three of them being silly enough to give up their
6 d . a d a y . B e t t e r l u c k w h e n t h e y fire a g a i i u

. . .
Our Farthing Club is well in credit now, and by the time this is m
print we will have decided where we shall go ; some propose Boulogne
but they were hooted down, the majority of us being shy little men
and France can be shocking, so the old soldiers tell us, but there are
too many Sheiks in the Club to heed that, I think. Everybody is
hoping to take his wife and the unlucky ones who have fiancees hope
to do the same. Time will tell us, no doubt.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
HEARD IN SCHOOL : CORPORAL.—" What is the anniversary of to
morrow ?
RECRUIT.—" Coal Fatigues, Corporal."
Collapse of the school building !
Is it right that Jock is going to work in a shipping firm as a pile
driver ? ? ?
Does Spokes water the cricket pitch at night ?
If so, who is it that helps him ?
Where did " Jackcry " get his tiepin from ?
And does it show one the Cathedral ?
When is Tim opening a drying firm ?
When are the Trained Men going to elect a Cricket Captain ?
YANK.
Here we are with the continuation of notes for May, relating to the
chief points of Albuhera Day. The Day was certainly a red letter one
for the Toe Emma's.
Owing to the fact so many of us were helping in various places,
only three T.M. ran side shows. Tim and Kennedy added a novel
item, which they called " Bust the Airship." This was composed of
an air balloon which was tied to the wall, and after enticing some
budding young soldier to try his hand, lie was blindfolded and given
a mallet with which to try and burst the balloon. Should tlie young
hopeful get too close with the mallet, Tim would shift the balloon to
a further place. Diplock ran the Table Skittles. He had quite a few
experts of the game roll along and consequently lost a few packets of
gaspers. Yank, Tim and Fred assisted in decorating the Gymnasium
ready for the dance, while Narrow, I.ackrev and other servants were
busy preparing for lunch.
Tea was held in the Drill Shed. For the Recruits this was an
important event, after tea was finished there was a general hustle and
bustle to fit up the Gym's Bars (wet and otherwise) for the evening,
after this had been done, every one faded away to return with nice
bright faces and buttons, plus a 100% crease in their trousers, ready
for the dance, which started about 8.30 p.m.
The dance programme had been changed and a couple of
Charleston's added. This just pleased the Charleston Kings such as
Freddie, Yank and young Lackrie. The dance finished al one o'clock,
with everyone in good humour. The most interesting event during
outside the Gymnasium door. This dear little creature was the object
of a raffle which was run by the C.S.M. Pte. Wise won it and we
hardly know what he is going to do with it. I do not know
if it is true, but some rude person made a remark : " I see old Ted's
got an increase in the family 1"
We must now act as Signallers do when they are tired of waving
the old Hags for the day—A. A. A.
A.H.S.D.

FIXTURES.

DRAGON

CLUB

15th

DINNER,

CTTTHSriE,

at 8 p.m.,
R . I T Z

H O T E L ,

Major General Sir Guy Bainbridge in the
chair.

Trained Men's Notes.
Footer has been kicked out and the Trained Men opened their
Cricket season by drawing witli a picked team of recruits. Unluckily
we were not at full strength, so a draw was the best result. " Claude
got the score of 27 ; he then retired 1 ! ! Another match on the 9th
May resulted in a draw, scores being Trained Men, 73 and Recruits 67,
witli a wicket or two to fall. We hope later on to have a decent team.
With plenty of talent we should be able to beat many opposing sides.

All members who intend being present are
requested to notify the Secretary, Past and
Present Association, The Depot, Canterbury, as
soon as possible.
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THE GUNNERS' STORY OF NAMES.
Lucy (Pascall), Miss Turrell, Mr. Gower and Haines decided to go
on a week's tour, so they hired a four (Wheeler) (Austen) car from
(Taylor's) garage and started off. Their journey was through (Bruce)
grove and on to the (Marshes). From there, they went to St. (John's
(Woods) where they rested and had luncli. The day was warm, so
they put off to the open fields, where they had a (Wright) good time.
Stopping in Norfolk for the rest of the day, they had a cruise round the
broads and were surprised when they disturbed a flock of (cranes).
After an eventful day they decided to put up at an hotel. They rang
tlie (Bell) which was quickly answered by a (Butler) who assured
them that accommodation colud be obtained. After such au exciting
day they settled down to an evening's rest, but alas 1 tlicy
Had (low) appetites and poor (Lucy) over did it. She complained of
a (Pain) in the head so they decided that she should retire and they
sent for Dr. (Watson) who prescribed (Stones) ginger wine, which
instantly relieved her. The remainder, who were so pleased to hear
that she was not going to be ill, had such Ay(lott) to talk about the
next day's programme that they decided to start early the next
morning, so they retired for tlie night.
They Rose(r) early and set off to Wales, to visit the (Wild) and
dizzy heights. They stopped on the way for lunch at (Shoobridgc)
farm which was surrounded by (Almond) trees and some very old
(Oakes) which made a splendid place for a picnic. The farmer and his
family were very pleased and welcomed tliem and fixed tliem up with
(Grubb). After lunch tliey sat under the trees and smoked (Will's)
Goldflake (Taggs) before they pushed on. After having rested they
drove 011 to the borders of Wales, where they left their ear at the old
(Bailey) and went 011 foot. Tliey came to the mountains, but it was
too late to go any further, so they put up at an inn called
(Riley's) Cow Shed, but were very disappointed, as they said the place
was more like a (Cass)ino, so they went to John Tyrell's boarding
house and remained the night. They set off next morning to climb
the mountains under the guidance of (Petlcy) (Hobbs) and (Dodd)
(Garstang), two reliable guides, who have climbed Mount (Everest)
and who declared that wireless runs through the mountains (and uot
over the top). After climbing for a couple of hours they were
attacked by swarms of llies, which tliey (Ward)ed off with (Reynolds)
weekly news. After that tliey continued to climb, but as they were
only (Amer)tureS tlicy soon got tired and sat down to rest in the face
of a cool (West)erly breeze before returning to the boarding house.
They took it out of the (Knocker) but tliey got no answer, so tliey
made tlieir way to the (King)s Head Hotel, where they met the sisters
(Terry) who when they (Heard) tlieir plight, stated tlicy were in the
same situation themselves, so they all partook of (Hollands) gin and
Grigsby ales and had a quiet chat to an explorer, who had been badly
mauled by a (panther) in the man(n)ifields, east of the river Jordan.
They then had supper at (Solways) restaurant. On returning to the
boarding house the manager expressed his sorrow at having been out
but the party exclaimed (Tutt) 1 (Tutt)! we have enjoyed ourselves,
so what matters. They (Roser) a little earlier the next morning and
started for home, but alas ! 011 the way they had a puncture, which
they repaired witli a (Wood)(Milne) patch. AU went well until they
came into tlie arms of the (Law)(lor) for exceeding the speed limit, so.,
they had to (rctrace)(y) tlieir journey to the lock up, where tliey were
questioned by Inspector Curliss, Sgt. Jennings and P.O. Gowen, who
charged tliem with loitering on the highway. Thus their tour ended
and I must also add their ear too, in the (Dyke).
THREE MUSKETEERS.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How to train as a No. 1 to the Machine Gun ? Ask Faggy.
Answer to last month's notes : Solway's Cup (when he sees it).
What are the picks and spades hanging up outside the Guard Room
used for ?
Is it true that Happy wants somebody to go in Co. with him as
a bookie ?
How will the glaxo babies take to their new toy, tlie AntiTank
Gun ?

Signal Section.
As usual tlie old saying " Here we arc again." Nothing out of the
ordinary has happened this month except our lads are busy punching
up for classification, which takes place at the end of the month, and
by the time these notes appear the usual moans will be heard, which
will not be very complimentary, but we are hoping that all will pass
Our "C" Class, who do not classify this year, are having rather an
easy time, such as coal fatigue, etc., and they are not moaning.
We are all wondering who will get the silk flags.
Will our
" Stripe" get them, or is our Guilford Queen going to cut him out ?
I must apologise for shortage of notes, but will have more next
issue, so cheerio.
C.A.D.W.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Has Bone lost his 38 chest and has he shrunk from 5 ft. 10 ins. to
5 ft. ?
Does Tobin like hospital and when is lie going again ?
Who was the man when asked what tlie collar wheel was, said it
was a fly wheel ?
Is the second test on Buzzer called visability ? Ask baby.
Docs Johnson like Guildford, or does he visit his Aunt ?
What did Joe say to the boy ? when he went to London ?

Officers' Servants (Domestic).
The Domestics decided to have a day out and invited the Mess
Staff as their guests.
We arranged over KNIGHT to visit a little place called BERSEY,
close to the Goodwin Sands. It was a bright and sunny morning
when wc set out in a charabanc with a JORDON engine.
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On tlie way we stopped for lunch at a place called WALTON, known
for its LIGHTNING WALTERS aud we were WONDERING where we could
obtain the lunch when two HANSON YOUNG ladies came along and
directed us to an inn called the ALEC.
TOMS and HUDD took advantage of the stop and went to visit a
FRIEND who lived in the Mill close by. They found the door shut,
and trying to open it, broke the INGE, which brought the MII.I.ER out.
He showed tliem round liis orchard and was proud of his CHERRY
trees and gave them some CHERRIES to take away.
We had a good lunch at the inn and after saying goodbye to the
village PARSON, resumed our way up tlie RIIODE.
HANCOCK and SCOTT had tied a box of beer 011 the back, and when
the car jolted, it fell, BOXANALL. We were brought to another stop
by a WILLIAM pear tree lying across the RHODE. WC tried to TURNER
round, but could not. Bailey, who knew a different route, shewed
us the way through a village named BKYAN and nearly ran over a
WOOLLEY sheep, until we came to a place where BOTTOMLEY was doing
time.
We spent au enjoyable time at BERSEY aud also roamed the WOODS
close by.
It was getting on for KNIGHT time, so we started to return,
remembering we had left RADDON in a MESS.
We took the wrong road and THOMAS got out of the car to look
at the signpost, when a car came along and nearly CRUSHED TIIOMAS,
causing IIAMMOND to nearly swallow a sandwich he was eating.
We arrived back without any further mishaps. So ended the day.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When is Lightning going to have a scrounge ?
Will Hambone make a second Sherlock Holmes, or isn't his pipe
long enough ?
Who is the Sergeant in "C" Company that collects Bar
One coupons ? Ask luge.
S.B .T.

Employed.
I will commence my brief notes with an apology to all interested
readers for not having graced a column of last month's " Dragon "
with a report on the " sufferings " of our venerable community. Most
of us have fired the annual rifle course, but it is not for me to broad
cast the results : readers may look up Battalion Orders.
However, we have only three " unfortunates" up to date,
"Lyddite" (our pet pioneer), " Bramble," the Transport sheik, and
our wellbeloved " Tich." The last mentioned is in the " throes of
despair" concerning same, and has the sympathy of his friends and
affectionate " cousin" who forgives him for disgracing the family
name.
Cricket being the vogue, we have already produced a team, or
rather eleven men, and played two matches against the M.G.'s and
Band respectively. I regret to say that we lost both of them and
suppose that the opposing teams will be vindictive enough to publish
the scores. " Oliver," " Tich " and "Hambone"—alias "Famine"
have not yet found their true form, but we hope for great tilings in tlie
near future.
Congratulations to Harold for being alive so long after his new
investment. I wonder if " Oil iu the plug " was the cause of liis
watery experience the other day ? which, according to Jack's account,
almost ended by being " pawney in the tug " aud " buds in the mud" 1
We are all sorry that " Freddy" has left us, aud I for one, miss
my early morning tea.
THIS MONTH'S FAIRY TALES.—Famine missed a meal and Beakey
didn't eat it 1 Buffer made tea before reveille. Blencowe did a hand
spring. Tich treated Joe to a bar of chocolate. Hambone's waist
measured less than four feet. Oliver remembered something that
happened the night before.
DOES ANYONE KNOW—If the expert A.A. Gunner is a groom and
whether "service" has anything to do with rules of aiming?
Why Lyddite is training so earnestly ?
J.H.H.

" D " Company.
Since writing the last notes, sport has been confined to the last
game of the InterCompany Football League, also to the InterPlatoon
matches. In the Company League we beal "B" Company 3—I and
managed to get second place in the League. The Company team
must be congratulated for this, for it lias been very difficult to get
a good team together this season.
We are now busy preparing for the sports, for we shall have to
produce some good men if we want to get the Athletic Shield back
again and also retain the Relay Shield.
The other " sport " now in progress is preparing for the Aldershot
Searchlight Tattoo. All ranks are busy learning tlie drill of that
period and drill experts are trying to find out what relation is a " fire
lock " to a " hipe."
We all heartily congratulate our latest aspirants to the Field
Marshal's baton, namely L/Cpls. Goatley, Smart, Miles, Marchant
and Mullingar, who have recently been appointed to that rank. At
the same time we welcome L/Sgt. Annan back to the Company, aud
I,/Cpl. Mullingar from the Depot. L/Cpl. Fry has come from the
Depot to replace I,/Cpl. Willcox, and we extend to liini a hearty
welcome.
In my last notes I mentioned that the great annual anxiety was
about to take place; in other words, we were to fire
our
Course. Well, we have, and that is that, and here are the results.
MARKSMEN (Rifle).—L/Sgt. Trice, Sgt. MacWalter, L/Cpl. Miles,
L/Sgt. Tomlin, Sgt. Amos, Pte. Bryan, L/Cpl. Good, Pte. Cook, Pte.
Taylor.
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1ST CLASS LEWIS GUNNERS.—L/Sgt. Trice, L/Cpl. Ivcy, Sgt.
Amos, Sgt. MacWalter, Pte. Bryan, L/Cpl. Miles, L/Sgt. Tomliu, Pte.
Knight, Pte. Jury, Cpl. Nash and Pte. Ellen.
I should like to put the whole of the results in, but am afraid it
would be taking up too much space, so only shew the " Blind Bobs."
All these are to be congratulated on helping the Company to retain
Best Shooting Company for the third year in succession, for rumour
tells me that we have got it again. L/Sgt. Trice must again
be congratulated for being Company Shot: I have forgotten how
many times this is. His magnificent score of 139 on the Rifle and 199
on tlic Lewis Gun stands well to the front of everyone. Although
it is not yet published, we are sure he will be Battalion Shot of the
W.O.'s and Sergeants. There were not sufficient " Guns " to bury
this year, so the " funeral " was carried out quietly, only near relations
being present. It is a sad thing to have to bury tliem, for being brass,
it causes one to have to buy a new tunic in order to erase all trace of
them during life.
The remainder of the Company wish to congratulate 13 Platoon on
being the best shooting platoon. This is their second year in
succession.
At last I am being assisted in writing notes. The Platoons have
sent some in, so with the Editor's permission I will include them in
these notes.
No. 13 PLATOON NOTES.
We welcome as our Platoon Sergeant, Sgt. Amos, who is transferred
from No. 15. At the same time we mourn the loss of L/Sgt.
Trice, who has gone No. No. 15 Platoon. We shall have to look to
our " guns " next year, for he may make No. 15 the same as he made
No. 13, but still, Sgt. Amos can still give a worthy account of himself
iu that line, in spite of the fact that his eyes are dimming through long
service and bad beer. (By the way, Alf., when are you going away ?)
The whole of the Platoon join in congratulating Cpl. Nash on his
recent lapse of memory—that of getting married.
No. 14 PLATOON NOTES.
Wc welcome Cpl. Knight back from his tour of duty at the Depot
and a few would like to know why he had a weekend so soon after
Easter leave ; was he homesick or was it Molly ?
Congratulations to I,/Cpl. Marchant on his promotion.
Our other big job on hand is to settle why Paddy and his friend are
out every evening ; also why there is frothing at the mouth and
clenching" of fists when a certain Ulster Rifleman is mentioned. Never
mind, Paddy, experience will teach you that tlicy are very fickle and
also that Ulstermen are a very captivating lot.
The girls of Farnborougli and one or two canteen assistants seem
pleased that we have a flower garden, for our flowers seem to go very
quickly.
We hope that someone will answer these few questions :—
Why does Paddy always carry liis Mack ?
What has 'oraee done with liis gym. vest and boots ?
Could Peggy tell us who " Zebra " is ?
Who said that his rifle fired low, yet his bullets went up alright ?
If it was a low trick for a rifle to play ?
If the Vocational Course that Boyce is to attend adds " Love
making " to its syllabus ?
Perhaps it may come under the heading af " Private service " ?
No. 15 PLATOON NOTES.
We congratulate L/Cpls. Miles, Goatley, Mullinger aud Smart on
their promotion.
We also welcome L/Sgt. 'Price, who lias joined us from No. 13,
a distinct gain to our Platoon. At the same time we feel the loss of
Sgt. Amos, transferred to No. 13.
No. 16 PLATOON NOTES.
We all welcome L/Sgt. Annan to our Platoon from "B" Coy. Our
latc Platoon Sergeant, L/Sgt. Tomlin, has gone on a " muscle
bursting" course, with a view to joining the gym. staff. We wish
him the best of luck.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Ivey on winning the Corporals' Billiard
Tournament, after an exciting final with L/Cpl. Trinkwon, so it proves
that we can hold our own iu some sports, if we cannot at shooting.
After months of hard (?) work as groundsman, we have Billy back
for training, looking fit and well, but as usual, always grousing.
We are all wondering what "II.Q. A" Group have got to shout
about iu last month's notes. Nothing wonderful iu their achievement;
as they remark, the bald statement of goals scored and wins obtained
does not prove the better team. The critics all state that the Arsenal
were a better team than Cardiff, yet they lost. My advice to them
is to take a walk into the Garrison gyms, and read what a Sportsman
is ; one of the points is to be " modest in victory."

Army Officers at Universities.
An Army Order states that applications from
officers desirous of being seconded iu order to begin
a University course during the academic year beginning
October next, must reach the UnderSecretary of State
(S.D. 3), The War Office, supported by the necessary
documents, not later than  30th June. Officers
seconded will be required to read for au honours degree
and must be prepared to give a guarantee that they
will continue to serve iu the Army for at least three
years after the completion of the course.

Beneath Bell Harry.
Q U M M ER
having
O
burst
upon
us—
somewhat prematurely—in
all its glory, we have
found ourselves during the
past month playing Cricket
on very fast wickets and
the Tenuis court—usually
at this time of the year
pretty soft—has had to be
watered
regularly
to
prevent it becoming as
hard as the parade ground
on which it is built. The
only wet day we have
had, in fact, was the day
selected for the official
opening of the Sergeants'
and Mess Tennis Court.
The ceremony was very
wisely postponed and we
are now only waiting for a suitable ocoasion for the tape
across the new trelliswork porticos (built by Captain
G. R. Howe) to be cut, when the rustic gates will swing
open on their rustic hinges (also the fruit of Captain
Howe's unremitting toil) and the court, garden aud
attendant shrubbery will formally be declared open to
the public.
We have now played three Cricket matches, the
results of which are reported below. With the wicket
hard aud fast, and kept in excellent trim by the new
Atco lawn mower, big scores should be the order of the
day. We opened the Season with a match against
Goodnestone Park on May 7tli. The return match is
to be played on Whit Monday when we hope to be able
to repeat our victory.
SCORES.
DEPOT.
Capt. Mauduit, b G. Stickles
10
Pte.Ashtou.c & b R.Homersham 0
Lt. Crozier, b C. Homersham
31
L/Cpl. Watts, c Vickers, b
Medgett
28
Cpl. Drake, c & b Medgett....
3
Maj. Jackson, b G. Stickles ... 29
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, b R. Homer
sham
4
W.O. Collins, b R. Homersham 0
Sgt.Smith.c Stickles,b Stickles
8
Pte. Sparkes, not out
0
Pte. Dawson, b G. Stickles
0
Extras
11
Total

GOODNESTONE PARK.
R. Homersham, 1> Coaster
19
J. Savers, b Collins
1
G. Stickles, b Collins
2
J. Homersham, b Collins
14
H. Vickers, b Collins
6
C. Homersham, c Sparkes b
Collins
3
A. Mount, lbw, b Smith
7
J. Medgett, run out
15
G. Stickles, not out
9
N.Wliitaker.c Sparkes,b Coaster 6
P, Baker, b Coaster
7
Extras
7
Total

96

124

On the lltli we found Wye College too strong for
their opening pair put up 100 runs before they were
separated.
DEPOT.

WYE COLLEGE.

Capt. Mauduit, c Tinley, b
Duflicld
39
Pte. Asliton, c Hood, b Duffield 4
Lt. Crozier, c Newman, b
Duffield
12
L/c. Watts,c Strutt.b Duffield
2
Cpl.Drake, c Duffield, bNewman 53
Capt. Hamilton, hit wicket....
5
Maj. Jackson, c Fuggles, b
Newman
4
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, not out
34
W.O. Collins, b Newman
6
Sgt. Smith, b Haines
6
Cpl. Payne, c Newman, b John 9
Extras
7
Total

181

C. Strutt, c Coaster, b Collins 106
N. Finlay, c & b Coaster
51
A. Haines, c Jackson, b Payne 31
S. Faiyaz, not out
14
N. Fuggles, not out
12
Extras
9

INNINGS DECLARED

Total

241
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On the 14th we met Ash on their ground and were
more successful.
DEPOT.
Maj. Jackson, c .Stickles, b
Spartin
I,/c. Watts, b Spanton
Capt. Haymen, lbw, b Stickells
Cpl. Drake, b Spanton
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, c Spanton,
b Stickells
W.O. Collins, c Spanton, b
Stickells
Sgt. Smith, c Spanton, b
Stickells
Cpl. Payne, b .Stickells
Pte. Sparkes, b Smith
Pte. Dawson, not out
Extras
Total

ASH.
E. Stickells, c Drake, b
15
Collins
5 Epps, c Smith, b Coaster
8 Baldson, c Drake, b Coaster
6 M. Spanton, b Smith
E. Smith, b Collins
0 1'.Spanton,c Drake,b Collins..
R. Birch, e Payne, b Collins
0 O. Stickells, b Smith
J. Spanton, b Coaster
6 R. Watts, not out
13 IS. Pierce, run out
11
Extras
5
14
Total

0
1
1
22
16
13
0
8
4
0
3
7
75

83

We were very sorry to hear of the death of Colonel
Kelly, who commanded the Depot from 1895 to
1900.
He will be particularly missed in Canterbury,
where he was very popular and had many friends.
During the month we received visits from Lieut.
Colonel Stevens, R.A., from Woolwich, whom many
of the 1st Battalion will remember in Constantinople
and from Captain Hamilton who, with R.S.M. Vaughan
came down to see how we put in our time. For a few
days also Colonel Eaton was stopping with us. We
were very glad to see him again and hope lie will have
good fishing in Norway.
Albuhera Day we find, lias been reported elsewhere
in exteuso, so there is little we need add.
A masterly innings by Sgt. McNeir nearly saved
the situation for the Sergeants in the Annual Cricket
Match and stumps were not drawn until half an hour
later than the appointed time. The outstanding
feature of the match if the officers' fielding is omitted,
was a very fine innings by Colonel Friend and R.Q.M.S.
lugs, as well as the deadly bowling of Major Hard}'.

OFFICERS.
Maj.Jackson,c Marsh,b Collins
Lieut. Crozier, b Coaster
Lieut. Penlington, b Smith....
Major Hardy, b Coaster
Lt.Cdl. Friend, run out
Capt. Howe, b Coaster
Lt. Speed,c Coaster,b Fletcher
.Major Collard, b Smith
Capt. Stone, b Coaster
Mr. Corney, not out
Capt. Wood, not out
Innings declared.
EStras
Total

14
17
35
4
37
9
14
13
0
3
0
22
168

W.O.'S & SERGEANTS.
C.S.M. Jones, c Friend, b Hardy 4
Sgt.Fletcher,c Hardy,b Friend
0
Sgt. Smith, b Hardv
15
W.O. Collins, b Hardy
15
Sgt. Larkin, 1> Friend
14
C.O.M.S. Coaster, b Hardy.... 16
Sgt. Shorter,c Speed, b Hardv
5
Sgt. MacNeir, not out
35
Sgt. Marsh, b Hardy
0
R.Q.M.S. Ings, run out
15
R.S.M. Potter, c Wood, b Hardy 0
Extras
Total

15
134

Albuhera Day.
Another Albuhera Day has gone. This year was
even a bigger success than last.
At 9 a.m., the recruits, tinder Captain G. Howe,
marched past, the Commanding Officer taking the
salute.
By the remarks of the " Old Brigade " looking on,
the standard is as high as ever. The recruits are to
be congratulated ou a good show.
The R.S.M. gave a short lecture on the object of the
day and tlie recruits were then free to patronise the
side shows. These proved as popular as in the past.
Sgt. Martin had a " Peep Show," Sgt. Smith " Lucky
Dip," Sgt. Crowne a " Wad and Tea stall," Sgt. Marsh
" The Top Hat," Sgt. Bromley " Hoopla," Sgt. Adams
" Golf," C.S.M. Howard " The Race Course," Cpl.
McNalty " Lucky Number," Sgt. Shorter " Rings "
aud " Bucket Ball " while others had " Skittles,"
Football,
Balloons, " Hammering the
Balloon,"
R.S.M.'s Cake Guessing," Mr. Argraves, Darts, etc.
Lieut. FearnsideSpeed's Shooting Competitions
were most popular. The recruits must have won a
year's supply of cigarettes.
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The takings from the side shows exceeded all past
efforts and those who assisted are to be congratulated
on their success.
C.S.M. Howard's pig proved a big attraction and
was won by Pte. Wise.
It is gratifying to know that nearly all prizes went
to recruits, Harper winning W. O. Collin's " Lucky
Spot Prize," Bellingham the " R.S.M.'s Cake " and
Davidson the " Lucky Number."
The officers entertained the sergeants to lunch,
34 taking their seats.
It was nice to see Col. Friend, Col. Eaton, Majors
Norman, Hardy and Collard with us again. Major
J. V. R. Jackson, Capts. Howe, Wood. Stone aud
Corney, Lieuts. Speed, Crozier and Penlington were
also present.
Lunch being over, we went out to " chase the
leather," Officers v. Sergeants. The former proved
the winners
ter one of the best and most exciting
matches for years. Play continued until nearly 7 p.m.
and it wanted only seven minutes to time when the
last of our wickets fell.
R.Q.M.S. Ings was extra brilliant this year, scoring
15 runs, a change from last year's " runout." Sgt.
McNeir also did good work, both in the fielding aud
with the bat, scoring 35 runs.
The R.S.M. (hope of his side) was out first ball,
being caught by Captain Wood.
Thus the team fell, the Officers proving winners by
34 runs. Officers, 168 ; Sergeants, 134.
Tea was taken in the Drill Shed by all the Depot,
our Sgt.Cook Rowe coming up to his usual standard.
After, at 9 p.m., dancing went ou in the
gymnasium until 1 p.m., about 400 being present.
The decorations outclassed previous occasions and Cpl.
Towerszy, Clinker, Smith, Watts aud Pte. Brooks
deserve great credit.
Sgts." Crowne and Martin were in charge of the
" wet refreshments " while Sgts. Rowe and Page had
charge of the " dry." Both proved very attractive.
When accounts are balanced it is hoped that 1927
Albuhera Day takings will exceed by far all previous
Sergeants' IVIess.
We celebrated St. George's Day by a social evening iu the Mess,
commencing with a short Whist Drive, the prizes for which went to
Ladies: 1st
Mrs. Corney
„
2nd ...
...
...
... Mrs. Jackson
„
Last
Mrs. Larkin
Gents.: 1st
Sgt. Shorter
2nd ...
Sgt. Rowe
East
R.S.M. hotter
Lucky Dip (Ladies)
Miss Corney
„
„ (Gents.)
R.S.M. Verlander
„
„ (The ham bone)
...
C.S.M. Howard, M.M.
An impromptu concert followed, during which Mrs. Bateman,
O.B.E., Mrs. Sidwell, Messrs. Marks and Spencer, and tlie trios
"Sidwell, Corney and Smith" and "Howard, Smith and Marsli"
amused us.
Sgt. Crowne had the catering arrangements in hand, and did
exceedingly well in providing supper on economical lines.
We then transferred our affections to the Dance Room to finish
up the evening. The music was supplied by the Depot Baud and
proved verv enjoyable.
Sgt. Crowne was the successful competitor in our Spoon Shoot
held on 25th April. The award of the Wooden Spoon for that month
was decided to be a case of " judgment reserved."
IIeartv congratulations to Sgr. and Mrs. Shorter on the birth of
a daughter (Daphne Joy Mary) at Canterbury on 21st March.
In glorious weather on 2nd May a cricket eleven of Sergeants and
Privates plaved against au eleven from tlie Officers and Corporals.
The Sergeants and Privates proved the victors, thanks to tlie excellent
howling of W.O. (11) Collins.
This was the first cricket match of tlic season on tlic Depot ground
and the return match will take place at some future date.
We were pleased to see C.S.M. and Mrs. I.ove, Sgt. and Mrs.
Wright, Sgt. Sidwell, M.M., and Sgt. Tutt, also Mrs. Smith, on the
occasion of an excursion from Aldershot to Canterbury (and the Thanet
coast) on 7th May, and R.S.M. Vaughan also recently spent a few days
at the Depot.
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The Sergeants' Mese Annual Outing this year is to be a circular
tour by charabanc of this delightful part of tlie world. It will take
place sometime in July and the route is expected to lie Canterbury,
Ashford, Folkestone, Dover, Deal, Sandwich, Ramsgate, Margate
and Canterbury.
.
, , .
ExR.Q.M.S. Edwards paid a short visit to the Depot during the
month. We were pleased to see liim looking so fit.

Corporals' FVless.
To think that just twelve months ago tlie Depot was in an
upheaval and training slack, through tlie General Strike, and yet wc
calmly hand these notes into tlie Editor, which would cause more
upheaval than the "Atom" itself. "Wonderful, isn't it?"
One more month, one more issue of notes to terrorize tlic minds of
our readers. But stay 1 there is a general buzz going on in the Depot.
What can it be ? Surely no Buff should have to think twice
about that question. The Brain Merchants aud Idea Specialists Tare
preparing for Albuhera Day (not pronounced All Beer Day), puzzling
tlieir intelligent minds for more uptodate Stunts, Shows, etc., which
will appeal to tlic multitudes expected to roll along. There will, of
course be the usual finishing
up with an All Ranks' Dance in tlie
evening, hut the account of the day's happenings will appear at the
end of these notes providing the Editor and Printer hold up the giddy
old works for a bit.
.
Now let us look into tlie doings, good and otherwise, of tlic
members of the mess. Mac. the humourist of the mess, lias retired
into convalescence with a bad knee, probably tlie result of a too witty
remark or joke cracked hv him and was laughed at from the knees
upwards, instead of doing it in tlie usual manner, from car to ear.
Ginger (O.C. Locklarls) lias taken to walking quite a lot, especially
in the evenings, hut he lias only one route and that is the Old Park
(Oh Ginger be careful, you know not what danger lurks ; beware of
dark ladies !). One or two of the members are getting quite experts
at placing that noble and ancient game of Bat and Trap. Cliarlie
bowls a good hall, while Percy is a batter of no mean repute.
Spoon Shoots have taken place for the months of March and Aprli
and resulted as followsMarch Shoot: Silver Spoonist, Cpl.
Clinker, score 53 ; Wooden Spoon, Cpl. Towerzey, score 15 ; highest
possible score, 60. April .Shoot : Silver Spoonist, Cpl. Towerzey,
score 54 ; Wooden Spoon, I,/Cpl. Pike, score 24 : highest possible
score, 80. The Spoon Shoot for May will be judged according to the
score made on tlie Annual Musketry Classification, so that it is
advisable not to compete for the Wooden Spoon as it may result in
losing that Sax'pence Per Deim (perhaps). Lieut. Speed is presenting
a prize of 10/ to the individual who makes the highest score.
Now for a casual glance into the Mess itself. As one enters tliey
find that the Wireless is still in working order (wonderful) and the
gratnaphone has returned to its old place (unique). The Library is
steadily accumulating, so we have purchased a hook case which will
hold a couple of hundred hooks; so now then, you Corporals
of Literature, who have any volumes of interest for which you have
no longer any use just trot them along and we will have that book
case filled up in less time than Simpson gre"' a moustache. (Note
Buffalo Bills, Comic Cuts and Heath Memoranda not required).
It had been decided to have the annual outing about tlie second
week of June. The place selected was Southend as some of
the members have an idea that they would make excellent sailors
(no wonder Nelson lost that eye !).
This will conclude our agony column for this month, so once again
we will go hack to our old occupation, that is, Looking for No Body,
That knows No Body, Who wants No Body, To do Nothing
A.II.D.S.
WE WONDER :
How long does one keep a borrowed shirt ?
Has Toby had liis returned yet ?
Is Ginger getting a touch of tlie heart ache ?
At what speed does Jacks sp arring partner move ?
Whether scrubbing and whitening fireplaces
during holidays is
good for the blues ?
Is there a special walkingout book kept for Wilky ?
Did Smuder and Chapp'o enjoy the Cabaret ?
Was drink conspicuous bv its absence ?
When will Cliarlie believe that the Nine of Diamonds is the curse
of Scotland ?
PROVERBS REVISED.
Having no Proverb ready for revision this month, we must try
something else. Just imagine a N.C.O., returning from the School of
Ed., telling a man uot to use big words when speaking. This is the
usual way :—
N.C.O.
returned
from
Intelligent
Department.'— When
articulating your superficial sentimentalities, philosophical sycalogical
observations' beware of platitudeness ponderosity.
Let your conversation communication possess a rarified, concise
and compact comprehensiveness.

The 2nd Battalion Dance Band dropped in to sec us this month
and we want to know who got wild when lie found there was no jazz
on in town, after blowing his " tummy " out at rehearsal.
We have started on our Annual Musketry Course and already
a party have fired, three of them being silly enough to give up their
6 d . a d a y . B e t t e r l u c k w h e n t l i e y fire a g a i i u
. . .
Our Farthing Club is well in credit now, and by tlie time this is m
print we will have decided where we shall go ; some propose Boulogne
hut they were hooted down, the majority of us being shy little men
and France can he shocking, so tlie old soldiers tell us, hut there are
too many Sheiks in the Club to heed that, I think. Everybody is
hoping to take his wife and the unlucky ones who have fiancees hope
to do the same. Time will tell us, no doubt.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
HEARD IN SCHOOL : CORPORAL.—" What is the anniversary of to
morrow ?
RECRUIT.—" Coal Fatigues, Corporal."
Collapse of the school building !
Is it right that Jock is going to work in a shipping firm as a pile
driver ? ? ?
Docs Spokes water the cricket pitch at night ?
If so, who is it that helps him ?
Where did " Jackery " get liis ticpin from ?
And does it show one the Cathedral ?
When is Tim opening a drying firm ?
When are the Trained Men going to elect a Cricket Captain ?
YANK.
Here we are with the continuation of notes for May, relating to tlie
chief points of Albuhera Day. The Day was certainly a red letter one
for the Toe Emma's.
Owing to the fact so many of us were helping in various places,
only three T.M. ran side shows. Tim and Kennedy added a novel
item, which they called " Bust the Airship." This was composed of
an air balloon which was tied to the wall, and after enticing some
budding young soldier to try liis hand, lie was blindfolded and given
a mallet witli which to try and hurst the balloon. Should the young
hopeful get too close with the mallet, Tim would shift the balloon to
a further place. Diplock ran the Table Skittles. He had quite a few
experts of the game roll along and consequently lost a few packets of
gaspers. Yank, Tim and Fred assisted in decorating the Gymnasium
ready for the dance, while Narrow, I.ackrey and other servants were
busy preparing for lunch.
Tea was held in the Drill Shed. For tlie Recruits this was an
important event, after tea was finished there was a general hustle and
bustle to fit up the Gym's Bars (wet and otherwise) for tlie evening,
after iliis had been done, every one faded away to return with nice
bright faces and buttons, plus a 100% crease in tlieir trousers, ready
for the dance, which started about 8.30 p.m.
The dance programme had been changed and a couple of
Charleston's added. This just pleased the Charleston Kings such as
Freddie, Yank and young I.ackrie. The dance finished at one o'clock,
with everyone in good humour. The most interesting event during
outside the Gymnasium door. This dear little creature was the object
of a raffle which was run by the C.S.M. Pte. Wise won it and we
hardly know what lie is going to do with it. I do uot know
if it is true, hut some rude person made a remark : " I see old Ted's
got an increase in the family 1"
We must now act as Signallers do when tliey are tired of waving
the old flags for the day—A. A. A.
A.H.S.D.

FIXTURES.
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CLUB
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GTTUNTIE,

at 8 p.m.,
R . I T Z

M O T E L ,

Major General Sir Guy Bainbridge in the
chair.

Trained IVlen's Notes.
Footer has been kicked out and the Trained Men opened their
Cricket season by drawing witli a picked team of recruits. Unluckily
we were not at full strength, so a draw was the best result. " Claude
got the score of 27 ; lie then retired ! 1 ! Another match on tlie 9th
May resulted in a draw, scores being Trained Men, 73 and Recruits 67,
with a wicket or two to fall. We hope later on to have a decent team.
With plenty of talent we should be able to beat many opposing sides.

All members who intend being present are
requested to notify the Secretary, Past and
Present Association, The Depot, Canterbury, as
soon as possible.
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4th

rpHERE is little of interest
_L
to
report
for
May
Companies are by now, for the
most part, well ahead witlf their
musketry.
Some detachments
have nearly finished,
while the
shooting has, 011 the whole, been
good. By this time next month
we shall be in camp at Colchester.
Numbers seem very promising.
Nearly all employers have rep bed
on the forms provided and of the
few refusals received, there seem
to be none that cannot genuinely
spare their men 011 account of
pressure of business or the like.
We are making another effort
with the assistance of Gen. Sir
Arthur LyndenBell, who has
done so much for us, to provide
Little bourne witn a decent hut to drill in. A fresh
proposal has been put forward and we are assured, if
it is humanly possible to do so, the lmt shall be
provided. Once again it is merely a question of money.
Let us hope it will be forthcoming.
It is no longer a secret that our old friend C.S.M.
Rylott of Horsmonden will be giving up his parttime
instructorship after camp. C.S.M. Tim Rylott has
for many years, even in volunteer days, been a staunch
friend of the battalion and we are glad to think he will
be coining with us to camp for his last year, where we
shall be able to show to him our appreciation of his
long and devoted services. He is to be relieved in
August or thereabouts by Sergeant Foote, late of the
1st Battalion. Sergeant Foote arrived home last
month and is at present staying with the Dennis' at
Cranbrook until his new house at Horsmondeii is
completed. Sergeant Foote also intends coming with
us to camp to make the acquaintance of those whom
his duty it will be to instruct in the ways of
soldiering later 011.
We have already three of the four Brigade Tactical
exercises provided for our instruction. The first one
was a true day affair. The officers attending were
all accommodated in the same hotel in Tunbridge
Wells and were able to discuss several matters
affecting the Battalion. The next two exercises were
for one day only, but as they were held in the vicinity
of Lewis, necessitated somewhat early starts. Capt.
Witts we hear, dragged himself from his downy couch
at 5.30 a.m. aud motored 160 miles without breaking
the speed limit. Feats of endurance of this kind
should be adequately rewarded ! The Adjutant, on
the other hand, adopts different methods
and
then attributes his late arrival to a broken spring!
The worst of a Dago car !
A11 arrangement has been made for our Signallers
to have some more extra training before proceeding
to camp. They made friends with the K.O.Y.L.I.
Signal Sergeant during their Ivaster attachment, and
now Sergeant Rose has offered to come to Folkestone
for halfadozen drills and coach them up for
classification in camp. Several officers, at least two
captains and five subalterns, are going to sit for their
promotion examinations while in camp. This is all
to the good and tlicy will be glad when it is over to
have the horrid nightmare behind them. Lieut.
Brooke has arranged an attachment at the Depot in
preparation. He thinks he may be able to do a little
unit work there !
A most enjoyable dinner was attended at Margate
on 12th, 011 the occasion of the celebration of our local
platoon having won the Third Div. Thanet League
Cup. A most creditable performance, due not more
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Battalion.
to good football than to good comradeship. Only
three of the team were regular footballers before, but
energy, dash, keenness and the will to win proved the
mastery of mere technical ability. Congratulations
Cpl. Fusco, Sergeant Woodlands and everyone. The
Deputy Mayor, who was present, removed the only
want when he promised to present each member of
the team with a medal to commemorate the occasion.
" B " Company.
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.
Hello Ramsgate ! The Busy Bee is calling ; not 011 postcards,
but with the mighty pen. Just listen what 1 have to tell you of our
musketry progress. Since Easter, 127 N.C.O.'s and men of the all
weather Company have turned up to fire their annual musketry course
and qualified, but not all are entitled to Skillatarms Badges". If all
goes well, by the end of this month the remainder of the Company
which is 46, will be exercised. A special effort has been made this
year to fire every N.C.O. and man who belongs to the Lewis Gun
Sections and at present most satisfactory results have been obtained.
There are still a few of our best shots yet to fire. Out of the remaining
46 at present C.S.M. F. Wood has obtained tlie highest score in the
Company with a score of 100. Pte. R. Sinclair obtained a score of
57 with the Lewis Gun. Special thanks is given to all those who have
turned up to fire.
At last our new Hythe pattern iron frame targets
have been put up. I am sure all ranks of our Company send their
best thanks to those responsible for this great improvement.
Arrangements are well in hand now for our annual training in
camp and it is pleasing to note that up to tlie present not one employer
has refused to allow their men to attend camp It is hoped tobe able to
get a record number of the boys at camp and no stone will be left
unturned to make everybody happy and comfortable. We have
plenty of young blood this year to help us iii the Regimental .Sports
and all N.C.O.'s and men have been asked to take tlieir sports gear
with them to camp.
On Friday evening, the 13tli, the members of the Sittingbourne
Detachment were invited to Shcerness Drill Hall by tlie 169th Battery
R.R.A. to take part 111 a return miniature range competition, two
charabancs being chartered to convey the party over. No better
reception could have possibly been given to us. After the match,
which was won by our team, the whole of the party were invited to
a fine concert party, which kept everybody laughing up lo 11 p.m.,
light refreshment being served during the interval. The following
gave a series of songs which caused great amusement: Sgt. R. J.
Clancy, Ptes. Wilson, Dives and Homcwood, all of the Buffs. Another
amusing part was given by Sgts. Duneford and Washford of the
R.R.A. entitled " The Cock and Hen." On the stroke of I p.m. our
party journeyed back to Sittingbourne, having spent a most enjoyable
evening.
Our monthly miniature Range spoon shoot took place on
Thursday, 28th, and a good muster of the Detachment turned up to
fire. We congratulate Sgt. W. C. Watson on being the winner of the
silver spoon witli a score of 31 and our little lorry mate must
be congratulated 011 being the winner of the wooden spoon for the
first time with a score of 5. Of course, Jef., late nights will make
you sliaky ! Take my advice aud have a little more sleep and then
I am sure you will soon be the proud winner of the silver spoon.
THINGS HEARD ON THE RANGE.
Q. Young soldier to au old sweat" What is the weight of a Lewis
Gun ?"
A. Old Sweat.—" 90 seconds."
What was the old sweat thinking about ? Wireless sets or running
out. Ask No. 6281411.
THE Busy BEE/

" C " (Weald) Company.
MUSKETRY.—111 spite of dire prophecies from lordly contributors
to the daily press, fine weather still attends our musketry weekends
and this providential dispensation lias enabled us to keep well up to
form and complete tlie major part of our weapon training.
In fact
two more weekends should see us through, provided always—and it
is a very important proviso—that all those who have yet lo fire stand
by tlieir undertakings to turn up at Brewers Wood.
CAMP.—This, tlie critical test of our year's training, is almost upon
11s, and, judging by the encouraging returns of forms from employers
received to date, it looks as if one might be soberly optimistic as to our
strength. This is all to tlie good as whether one has a first class time
when in camp, or merely a passable time, depends almost entirely on
the strength of the Company. In our case, tlie approach of camp is
heralded by a certain feverishness in the Q Branch, a high official of
which having been despatched post haste to the village of "H" in the
hopes of discovering sonic means in these economy ridden days of
making two plus two equal five.
No. 9 PLATOON.—We have to acknowledge with most sincere
thanks an offer which has been made to present tlie Platoon with a
Cup, to be competed for annually by all men, trained and recruits
which will he known as the Crane Cup for General Efficiency. Points
will be awarded for Drillp., Turnout, Musketry, Camp, Military Know
ledge and the hundred and one things that go to make a firstclass
Territorial soldier. Here is a chance, then, for the latest recruit or
tlie hoaricstlicadcd old sinner (undetected).
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DANCE.—The Company is again indebted to C.S.M. Dennis and his
extremely energetic band of helpers for another most successful dance.
Once again the Drill Hall was entirely transformed by a most artistic
scheme of colour and decoration. The " II.P." Band again attended
and judging by the expressions on the faces of the dancers
(Charlestonites excepted) everyone enjoyed the evening to the full.
Prizes for the Fancy Dresses were very generously given bv the
Cranbrook Tradesfolk and the Football Club.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did Sgt. Bcale forget to sleep with liis rille before he fired
his Annual Course and did the ring touch the four inch group ?
Are certain N.C.O.'s of No. 9 Platoon doing much practice and
what for ?
If there was much (g)nashing of teeth at 300 vards.

" D " Company.
DOVER DETACHMENT,
The weather recently has turned the thoughts of the Company
towards camp, with the earnest hopes that we shall have similar
weather from the 12th to 26th June and so in some measure,
make up the deficiency suffered last year owing to our Annual Training
being cancelled. Everything at present tends toward out having
a good muster at camp this year. Parades have been well attended
of late and our Annual Musketry Course is now in full swing. Up to
the present there seems to be a decided improvement in our firing this
year, largely due to the fact that our youngest and newest joined
members are showing a great keenness to beat the " old soldiers " with
a large measure of success. We are naturally very pleased to see this
spirit and hope to be able to do everything in our power to foster it.
Another reason that we are getting better results this year is due to
our change in ranges. In previous years we have fired on the FanlioJe
Range, where during the mornings, the sun is immediately above the
Butts, whereas this year we are firing on the I.vdden Spout Range,
tlie sun being immediately behind the firing
points, throwing
an excellent light on the targets. With about two exceptions, all our
Lewis Gunners have fired
their Part 1. and will fire
their Part
II. (Lewis Gun) during the next two Sundays.
We hope to be able to arrange some Novices' Boxing at camp this
year with one or two contests for more experienced competitors.
We had hoped to have been able to enter L/Cpl. Wakefield (Officers'
Mess Corporal) as a Novice, but we regret that owing to lack of Annua
Training last year, Wakefield's girth appears to have increased
considerably ; in fact we are given to understand that the blue mess
uniform made for him, but not worn last vear, has had to be
considerably altered by means of either a " giisset" or a new tunic
attached to the old one. We do know for a fact that it has caused the
P.M.C. considerable anxiety and thought.
The Drummers are practising hard and will no doubt give a better
account of themselves this year than they have ever done in the past
They are particularly pleased with the ready assistance given them bv
Headquarters at all times. This year their repertoire has been
increased with some popular songs set to march time, which will
greatly help the Battalion on the line of march.
The Company, and we feel sure, the Battalion, will heartilv
congratulate our Sergeant Drummer's eldest sou, Drummer II. Tripp,
on entering the happy state of matrimony. We have always had
a Tripp in our Corps of Drums and we now feel we have the
satisfaction of knowing we shall be able to look forward to further
supplies in tlie future. Floreat Tripp 1 !
The Machine Gunners are also having wellattended parades and
quite a lot of practice on the miniature range with a special barrel
attachment to their gun.
The Winter Silver .Spoon Shoots have now finished ami Pte. Bliss
lias won the Silver Cup for the Highest Aggregate Score, which, will
be presented to him ou a suitable occasion in the near future. Bliss's
aggregate score for the ten shoots was 273 out of a possible 280, a very
creditable result. The winners of Silver Spoons are as follows :—
Pte. Bliss, 2; Cpl. Gilligan, 2 ; C.S.M. Couchman, 1 ; Sgt.Dmr.
Tripp, 1 ; Sgt. Mead, 1 ; Sgt. Maskcll, 1 ; L/Sgt. Rich, 1 ; Dmr.
I". Pascall, 1.
Dover would like to congratulate Corporal Setterfield of Folkestone
on his promotion to Sergeant and L/Cpl. Ranson on his promotion to
Corporal.
We regret to hear that .Sgt. Mead, of our Company, met with an
accident on Saturday last, as a result of which he is in The Royal
Victoria Hospital, Dover. We sincerely hope that the first report of
liis injuries is exaggerated and that he will have a speedy recovery,
which will enable him to attend camp with us.

Blinder and Dusty.
"T AINT no blooming good as a runner, so don't
JL ask me to do anyfink I aint used to " spoke
Blinder.
" Why, its a blooming soft job an' yer don't know
it " replied Snuffey.
" Yus ! I knows all abawt them runner jobs. I
aint done any blinking running since I got chased by
a red cap in Dover. Oh yus I 'ave—I'd almost
forgotten it.

Yer know, Snuffey, when we was astationed in
Brighton—long time ago that, Snuffey—my tart used
to wear an 'at wiv a red band round it and I used to
meet 'er awtside the gate. Well, she was a real beauty
Snuffey, and going awt one evening I spots Emma
—that was 'er name, Snuffey—wiv 'er back turned ;
yer know she always turned 'er back ou the
barrick gate 'cause she didn't like seeing them
defaulters answering their names iu case I was among
'em. She was tender 'earted, and could never under
stand why a bloke just got jankers for 'aving a rolled
coat 'alf an inch too long on a guard mounting parade
and just got jankers for 'aving too much beer and
knocking down a copper. Well, I rushed up to Emma,
gave 'er a dig in the ribs, shouts ' 'Ow are yer me old
mustard pot ' smacks a couple of 'its and misses on
'er old Jem Mace, when, blimey, she yelled and
screamed blue murder. When I recovered meself
Snuffey, and spotted a Salvation Army lass collecting
for a selfdenial week, I ran—blimey I did run—faster
than I'd ever run before. I fort I could 'ear 'er singing
'Onward Christian Soldier ' and ou—on I went, wiv
never a look behind, until I fell head first into the
' Sergeant Major,' one of the best pubs in Brighton !"
" Well, yer aint got anyfink like that to do
tomorrow replied Snuffey. " Yer 'as to report to the
Brigadier on ' Y ' night and stop there : if anyfink
urgent conies in, yer 'as to 'op up the line wiv it to
the C.O."
" Why ' Y ' night, Snuffey ?"
" Why ! because it'll be Zero in tlic morning !"
" Oh—will it " replied Blinder. " Then I aint
agoing wivawt me blankets and a couple of tots of
rum as I must 'ave summit to keep the cold awt."
When ' Y ' night arrived, Blinder reported to the
Brigadier for duty. The General eyed Blinder up and
down and then said " So you have been sent to me
as a runner. I suppose you know the duties of
runner ?"
" Yus Sir—see that Jerry gets beans."
" You must make yourself acquainted with the
disposition of the attacking troops, and know exactly
where they are to be found should you be sent on an
urgent message.
For instance, I might require
a message rushed up to the Buffs, and you must know
where to lay your hands upon them—understand."
" Yus sir " replied Blinder. " Is there any pubs
where they're going ?"
" Pubs !" exclaimed the Brigadier. " Don't be
absurd: certainly not. The Buffs have as their
objective the Waterworks, which you will find marked
on the map a little to the east of the Brewery, which
the American contingent are taking."
Blinder looked dumbfounded, and, appreciating
disaster, begged the Brigadier to change the objectives
and allot the task of capturing the Waterworks to tlic
Americans.
" No, certainly not. You listen to my instructions
to avoid mistakes. If I send you up the hue with"
a message after the attack—where will you expect to
find the Buffs ?"
" Iu the blinking Brewery, Sir, and don't make any
mistake abawt it, eiver " replied Blinder.
The Brigadier could not convince Blinder otherwise.
As Zero hour approached he kept pacing up and down
with an anxious expression on his face as if to say
" that lad is right, but it's too late now." On the other
hand, Blinder was saying all sorts of things under his
breath. " Why yer might as well shove a blinking
bone on a table and tell a starving dorg not to touch
it, as to shove a blooming Brewery in front of the Buffs
and expect 'em to leave it alone and go to the perishing
Waterworks. Its nuffink more than torturing the
oldest regiment in the army and enough to make an
American go wet !"
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When the barrage dropped, Blinder peeped out to
see the fireworks.
The Brigadier uncorked his flask,
had a sniff, and passed remarks about it being ' a damn
cold morning ' but before long J erry opened out and
started dropping shells in close proximity to Head
quarters, which made the Brigadier pass remarks
about ' feeling damn warm this morning' whilst the
BrigadeMajor instructed Blinder to keep his eyes open
for pigeons.
The first
message received back read : " Buffs
forced to fill gap created by American contingent.
Progress excellent." This was quickly followed by
a message which read " Americau contingent getting
put out of action through Buffs encroaching across
front. Progress not good."
Then the Buzzer started ticking away at full speed.
The signaller took the message with a shivering hand
and as it came through, turned deadly pale and rushed
to the Brigadier, who at once called tlie BrigadeMajor.
" Terrible, terrible !" exclaimed the General. " We
must get it up the line at once " and Blinder
was requisitioned without delay.
" Take this message immediately to the O.C. Buffs "
said the BrigadeMajor. " Proceed by the shortest
route, but the message is to be delivered at all cost—
even at the sacrifice of your life."
" Yus sir " replied Blinder. " If I gets knocked
awt before I gets there—"
" Don't argue—get off at once. If anything
happens to you before delivery of the message—let me
know at once."
Off went Blinder up the line determined to make
straight for the Brewery. Over the muddy, shellholed
slime he trudged, grasping the urgeut message tightly
in his hand. The shelling was such that no living
person would expect to pass through unscathed.
Blinder recalled the purport of a lecture. " All you
have to do is to observe how each shell falls ; if they
make diamonds, simply dodge in between."
It was simply hell let loose for Blinder to get up
the line. Blistered and battered from shell hole to
shell hole—slung here and thrown there—sticking in
the mud and held tight whilst coal boxes smashed and
crashed, with ever increasing anger—the sweat flowing
in streams over his worn out body, made life unbear
able, but he stuck it.
If he could only reach and sit behind that pill box
about two hundred yards in front, and just rest
a moment he would be alright. The minutes seemed
hours covering this short distance ; he flung himself
beside a young officer who was seated with his back
against the wall, quite unconcerned and with pipe in
his mouth, aud eye monocle. Blinder raked out some
dust and a fag paper, and having placed the production
of a few draws between his lips, turned to the officer
and said :
" I 'spose yer aint got a match as yer ?" There
was no reply so Blinder repeated the question. Still
no reply, so Blinder got rude.
" Blimey ! I 'spose yer've got a blinking tongue,
old bean, if yer 'avn't got a blooming old match."
Then shaking the officer by the arm, continued—
" Its no good yer sticking be'ind this 'ere pill box—
What ! dead !" exclaimed Blinder, as he observed the
lifelessness of the officer. " Yus, only too perishing
true : been 'it by them there concussions—aint got
a blooming scratch anywhere. Well, I'll see what
'e 'as on him in case some bloke pinches 'is goods.
What a blooming stroke of luck : a box of Bryant
aud Mays. If 'e'd lorst 'is identity ticket, that alone
would 'ave told me 'e was a true Britisher. Nuffink
foreign abawt 'im."
Blinder continued the task of finding
the O.C.
Buffs. Then he met a couple of wounded pals
returning down the line. " Where's the Battalion "
he shouted.
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" Why, just in front of the Brewery an' its like a
perishing butcher's shop. Simply 'ell up there, it is !"
Off went Blinder once more. Darkness had come
011 which made progress o'er the bloody terrain and
becks of a fireswept
Flanders, all the more difficult.
At last he came upon a much battered pill box, and
throwing himself 011 the ground, yelled into the two
feet entrance—" Is that the Buffs ?"
" Yus mate " came a whispered reply. " Are yer
'it ?"
" No !" replied Blinder " but I blinking well soon
will be if I stays awt 'ere very long. Is the C.O. iu
there ? I 'as an urgent General's message for 'im."
The C.O. was in there, but the place was crammed
to its utmost capacity with Battalion runners,
signallers, orderlies, wounded and Bosh prisoners.
There was 110 room for Blinder, but the message was
passed in. Screened by a few coats a match was struck
and the important dispatch read as follows :—
" Please note that 011 all future instructional
parades the use of the CutOff will be discontinued.
Future pattern rifles will be manufactured without
CutOffs. Acknowledge. A/B.F./No. 1. "
" Are you going back to the General ?" enquired
the C.O. after he had recovered.
" No Sir—I'm orf to the Brewery !"

J.B.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.
Lt.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O., 011 completion of a period of four
years in command, is placed 011 the h.p. list (April 27tli) ; Major L. H.
Smith is to be Lt.Col. (April 27th) ; Capt. C. S. Field, O.B.E., to be
Major (April 27 tli).

The Depot.

POSTINGS.
6281876 L/Cpl. C. Frv, posted to 2nd Battalion, 16 I 27.
6281817 L/Cpl. A. Willcox, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion,
16427, for a tour of dutv.
6281643 Pte. F. Mullinger and 6279248 Pte. A. Wakelin, posted to
the 2nd Battalion, 234 27.
DISCHARGES.
6188697 Sgt. J. Hodgkinson and 6282947 Pte. J. Elliott, discharged
under para. 363 (xvi) K.R.'s, 25327.
6283414 Pte. C. Diddams, discharged under para. 363 (v:) (b) K.R. s,
20427.
6283409 Pte. T. Wooclgale, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (b)
K.R.'s, 18 427.
6283570 Pte. M. O'Grady, discharged under para. 363 (vii) K.R.,s,
6527.
6283569 Pte. R. Strong, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a) K.R. s,
6—S °7
6282819 Bov Savage, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) (a) K.R.'s,
6527.
TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
6280316 Bdsmn. J. Norris, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (i) K.R.'s, 3527.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having enlisted, are taken 011 tlie

6283640 Pte. A. Kniglit, "B" (S), 5427.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion arc taken
on the strength aud posted to companies as shown :—
6283637 Pte. B. Gardner, "A" (M), 44 27 ; 6283638 Pte. G. Ward,
"B" (LL 4427.
APPOINTMENT.*
6283308 Pte. A. Pennells, "C," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
w/e from 9427.
ATTAINMENT OF AGE.
6282722 Dr. W. Davis, "D," attains the age of 17 years, 22327.
DISCHARGES.
6282104 Pte. J. Ashdown, "C" (H), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 18427.
„
. ,.
6281619 Cpl. W. Clark, "D" .(D), discharged on termination ot
Engagement w/e from 25427.
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the regret of all present, General
Sir Arthur
Paget was, owing to
indisposition, prevented from attending the
Dragon Club Dinner at the Ritz Hotel on the
15th ultimo. Latest reports are, however,
satisfactory, and Sir Arthur hopes to be able
to visit Canterbury during this month.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell has
kindly sent us an account of his experiences
with the Advance Party of the 1st Battalion
at Ranikhet, forty years ago; last month we
published the experiences of the 1st Battalion
carrying out the same move this year ; the
comparison is interesting.
Sir Arthur has also sent us an extract from
a letter he has received from Capt. N. D. Rice
from West Africa; both the above will be
found elsewhere in this number.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge was in
the Chair at the Dragon Club Dinner, when
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman and Lt.Col.
E. B. Burns were the guests.
Colonel J. Kennedy is taking over
temporary Command of the Upper Provinces
District during July, August and September,
and is much looking forward to being once
again in close touch with the Regiment.
Colonel Harold and Mrs. Findlay stayed
with Capt. H. de R. and Mrs. Morgan for the
torchlight tattoo at Aldershot.
We have been promised by the SubEditor
of the 2nd Battalion a full report of the Tattoo
with illustrations for the August number;
we will therefore only say now that it was
a wonderful example of what efficient
organisation can accomplish and from a
spectacular point of view left nothing to be
desired.
Lt.Colonel L. W. Lucas and Capt. H. de R.
Morgan are on the look out for hunters, and
are, we understand, prepared to give up to
one hundred guineas for the right animal.

Price Sixpence.

Lt.Colonel BradleyDyne was playing for
Knole Park on the 18th June against the
Parliamentary Golfing Society.
Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Eaton (writing on 9th
June) had then had very little success, having
only killed one salmon ; fish are scarce owing
to the unusually cold weather in Norway.
We congratulate our old friend, the Rev.
J. D. S. ParryEvans, C.M.G., Honorary
Chaplain to the King, on being awarded the
C.B.E. in the birthday honours.
We are glad to have news of Lt.Colonel and
Mrs. GrovesRaines ; the former is now Rear
Commodore of his Yacht Club and conse
quently was not able to get over for the
regimental dinner.
We congratulate Major H. W. Booth on
his recent record successes with the salmon
and have great pleasure in reproducing some
photographs showing some of the results
of his skill.
Major F. W. Tomlinson again this year
gave a most enjoyable tea party at Claridges
Hotel on J une 15th—Hunt Cup Day. Amongst
those present were :—
MajorGeneral Sir Guy, Lady and the
Misses Bainbridge, Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. and
Miss Hulke, Mrs. Goff, Colonel and Mrs. Power,
Mrs. and Miss Ronald, Colonel and Mrs.
Friend, Miss Tomlinson, Major and Mrs. Guy
Lee, Colonel and Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. Allen, Mrs.
Crookenden, Miss Davidson, Mrs. Hardy,
Captain and Mrs. Maiden, Captain and Mrs.
Keble, Capt. and Mrs. Morgan, Capt. and Mrs.
Webster, Mrs. Hammond Davies, Colonels
Findlay, Gage, Knight and Sparrow ; Majors
Booth, Field, Jackson and Ternan ; Captains
Hamilton, Howe, Thompson, Wood and Mr.
Knight.
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We are very sorry to hear that Major
Tomlinson's cottages (in which he intended
to spend his declining years) at Littlebourne
were completely destroyed by fire on the 11th
J une.
Major C. S. Field's orders to proceed to
India have been cancelled and he is to remain
with the 2nd Battalion.
Major Ternan is staying with Colonel
Hickman and is playing for the Buffs against
the newly formed Canterbury Golf Club on
the 2nd J uly.
Major and Mrs. Gould have been 011 a visit
to Paris ; they hope to come to England later
on.
We offer our congratulations to Major
F. and Mrs. Whitaker on the birth of their
daughter on the 23rd May.
We would remind our readers that the
Memorial Service in Canterbury Cathedral will
this year be held 011 the morning of August
14th.
The Past and Present Cricket Match will
be on Saturday, August 13th, and arrange
ments are on foot with respect to a Grand
Camp Fire Concert and Firework Display that
evening.
On Sunday 14th, a free luncheon will be
provided in Barracks for all those (other ranks)
attending the Memorial Service, who are mem
bers of the Past and Present Association.
Captain H. C. T. Stronge has not been at
all well lately, and is, we understand,
contemplating the removal of that apparently
useless organ, the appendix. In spite of this
he was present at tlie Aldershot Tattoo one
night.
Capt. Bobbie Child would be very grateful
to listeners, I mean " readers," of The Dragon,
if they would cast their eyes back a couple of
months and note he is still at the address there
given, and oscillating hard, trying to get in
touch with Buffs, Past and Present, who will
back up the scheme with regard to a
" Dragon " Mascot for cars and motor cycles.
More the merrier and cheaper.
Captain D. A. Wilkins and Mr. P. R. H.
Fox are coming home 011 leave and hope to
arrive about the beginning of this month.

Mr. and Mrs. Penlington, who have been
at Hytlie, have returned to Aldershot.
The Folkestone Race Club is to be
congratulated on the success of its first
Summer Meeting—June 21st. and 22nd. The
attendance was very good, as also the racing.
Seldom has a better finish been seen than in
the three year old handicap on the first day,
when " heads " only divided the placed horses.
Tlie following were seen in the members'
enclosure :—
Colonel and Mrs. Friend, Mrs. and Miss
Hulke, Mrs. Crookenden, Mrs. Ronald, Major
Hickman, Major Meakin, Capt. Dampier
Palmer and many others.
We are glad to hear that Mrs. Keble, who
has been ill, is better again.
Lieutenant H. F. G. d' A. Symonds sailed
for West Africa on the 8th ult., in the Elder
Dempster S.S. Apapa.
We congratulate Lieutenant H. Parish
Robertson and Mrs. Robertson 011 the birth
of a son, on 20th J une.
Mr. Humphrey Kent was playing for the
M.C.C. "against the Royal Engineers.
The following plays are being performed by
the Old Stagers during the Canterbury Cricket
Week: on the .Saturday, Tuesday and
Thursday, " The Cat and the Cherub," and
" The Torch Bearers " ; on the Monday and
Wednesday, " The Silver Box."
" The Cat and the Cherub," we understand,
is a thriller; " The Torch Bearers " very
amusing, and " The Silver Box" (by John
Galsworthy) very interesting and rather more
serious.
The O.S. Dinner is on the Sunday night,
31st July.
We regret to announce the death of Mr.
Henry Martin (No. 3171) of 115 Charlotte
Street, Milton Regis, Sittingbourne, who died
at Canterbury Hospital on the 8th June,
1927, having served 25 years with the
Regiment.
Mr. Bodiam (late 9130, Sergeant) was
down in Canterbury last month; he is at
present at Sittingbourne, 011 leave from Roe
hampton where, we are sorry to learn, he has
been for a terribly long time under treatment
for his leg.
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No 17.
CAMPAIGNS OF 1710 AND 1711.
HF campaign of 1710 was commenced
line was to capture the fortress of Bouchain,
early and the allied army was assembled
lying at the confluence of the Sensee and the
near Tournai at the beginning of April.
Scheldt. To do this it was necessar}' to cross
Marlborough decided on the capture of Douai
the inundations either at Aubigny or Arleux.
as his first move and started with one of his
Now Marlborough realised that, if he attacked
usual feats of marching. Leaving bivouac
Arleux, Villars would have time to collect
at 6 p.m. on the 20th April he marched all
reinforcements before he himself could com
night, reaching the enemy lines near Pont&
plete its capture and advance to Bouchain.
Vendin at daybreak. By 4 p.m. on the 21st
So some sort of feint in another direction was
he had covered thirty miles ; next day he
necessary. But it was essential somehow to
crossed the River Scarpe near Vitry, and on
demolish Arleux, so that he could cross there
the 23rd April the investment of Douai was
whenever he wished, and to do so before
completed. The Buffs formed part of the
feinting elsewhere would give away his plan.
covering force to this siege and had to be
He, therefore, decided to make the French
constantly on the alert to meet Marshal Villars'
demolish the place for him. In pursuance
attempts at relief. These attempts were all
of this plan, he launched a successful attack
unsuccessful and on the 26th June the garrison
on the 6th July on Arleux, using a detachment
capitulated.
of the Buffs in support of the attack, and then
Marlborough did not pause long, and on the
immediately proceeded to strengthen the town
15th July, after crossing the Vimy ridge, he
and repair all the damage.
invested Bethune. The regiment again joined
While doing this, he posted a detachment
the covering force and on the 28th August
between
this town and Douai to protect the
the town fell. The simultaneous sieges of
work from interference. Villars, annoyed at
St. Venant and Aire were then taken in hand ;
being surprised, retorted with an attack on
St. Venant fell on the 29th .September and
this
detachment about daybreak on the 12th
Aire on the 8th November, and the Buffs then
July.
The outposts had retired to shelter and
proceeded to Courtrai for winter quarters.
the
French,
rushing into the camp, caught the
During this winter the Duke of Argyle was
remainder asleep and, being at first completely
appointed to a command in Spain, and he
successful, fell to plundering. The allied
disposed of his colonelcy on the 26th February,
troops hurriedly formed up in the dark and,
1711, to MajorGeneral John Selwyn.
led by the Buffs, some in their shirts and some
In 1710 the French had lost four very
halfdressed, charged sword in hand and drove
important frontier towns, and to prevent
them off in a spirited fight in which General
Marlborough advancing into France, Villars
Selwyn especially distinguished himself. He
set about constructing an elaborate system of
was severely wounded while charging at the
field fortifications, which he boastingly referred
head of his regiment. When daylight came,
to as the " Ne plus ultra " or "No further "
60 dead Frenchmen were found in the camp
lines. These lines extended practically from
and about the same number of wounded.
the Channel to the Meuse with numerous
The allied casualties reached a similar total.
fortresses as bastions and supports. Use was
On the 20th July Marlborough decided that
also made of inundations. Passages over these
he had strengthened the works at Arleux
inundations existed, being made mainly for the
sufficiently and leaving a weak garrison there,
convenience of the local inhabitants, and there
moved westward towards Arras. The French
was one of these passages near the town of
main army at once followed, but a detachment
Arleux, which was in consequence strongly
was left behind to retake Arleux, which it
fortified.
did with comparative ease. Furthermore Villars,
About the time that Marlborough wished
considering that Marlborough had strengthened
to make a movement against these lines, the
the fortifications for some definite purpose,
Allies, for one reason or another, started to
had given this detachment orders to raze the
withdraw their contingents, and to make
works to the ground. When they had finished
matters worse five British battalions were also
doing this, they received orders recalling them
taken away for a campaign in Newfoundland.
to the main army. In this way the French
So it was with a much reduced army that on
fell into the trap so cunningly laid for them,
the 13th J une, 1711, Marlborough at last
and Marlborough's plans were completely
moved forward. Marlborough decided that
successful.
the best way to pierce the " Ne plus ultra "
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On the 1st August, Marlborough, to the
amazement and consternation of his staff and
troops, made a move as if to attack the French
in position behind their " prodigiously strong "
lines. But on the evening of the 4th August
the army unexpectedly wheeled to the east.
Pressing on in their new direction they covered
39 miles in 18 hours and crossed the
inundations near Arleux, so kindly evacuated
for them by the French. Villars had been
completely outwitted, and of the credit for
the success of this manoeuvre not a little is
due to the troops, including the Buffs, who
had carried out a wonderful march, more than
half of which had been done under an August
sun. Siege was laid to Bouchain on the 9th
August and in spite of obstacles caused by the
vicinity of a morass and by inundations, all
of which were successfully overcome by the
troops, the place was captured on the 14th
September, and the " Ne plus ultra " lines
were definitely penetrated. The lines in this
area were levelled and the regiment went into
winter quarters.
During the winter of 1711 there was
a change of government at home and
Marlborough was recalled ; and when the
Buffs marched out of quarters in the spring of
1712, the army was under the command of
the Duke of Ormonde. Negotiations for
peace, that had been progressing for some
time, were now nearing completion, and
hostilities were suspended in July, 1712. The
Buffs, after a short stay in Ghent, were placed
in garrison at Nieuport.
On the 14th April MajorGeneral Selwyn
retired into private life and Archibald, Earl
of Forfar, became Colonel of the Buffs. The
regiment remained in Flanders throughout
the peace negotiations and did not return to
England until August, 1714, shortly after the
death of Oueen Anne.  They landed in London
on the 23rd August and after being stationed
for a short time in Scotland, were sent to
Ireland.
E.F.H.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The King's Shropshire Light Infantry and
Herefordshire Regimental Journal."
"The Queen's
Own Gazette." " On The March." " Aldershot Com
mand Sports News." " The Gunner." " The Green
Howards' Gazette."
" The Leopard." " The Bugle."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette." " The Snapper."
" .St. George's Gazette." " The Royal Tank Corps'
Journal." " The China Dragon." "The Chronicle of
the Duke of York's Royal Military School." " The Iron
Duke." " Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
"British Legion."
"The Hampshire Regimental
Journal." " Journal of The Honourable Artillery Co."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette." " The
Essex Regimental Gazette.""" The Sapper." " Journal
of the Society of Army Historical Research." " Royal
Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."

Records of Other Regiments—continued.
Kincaid, who was present at Waterloo with the Rifle
Brigade, said " The Life Guards were young soldiers,
but the only young thing they showed was in every
one who got a roll in the mud (and there were many,
owing to the slipperiness of the ground) going to the
rear "according to their Hyde Park custom, as being
unfit to appear on parade. At first I thought that
they had all been wounded, but on finding how the
case stood, I could not help telling them that their,
was the situation to verify the old proverb, ' the uglier
the better soldier.' "
Some time before Waterloo the Life Guards had
been called out to charge a London mob during the
' Burdett Riots ' and had been dubbed ' the Piccadilly
Butchers '—rather an exaggeration, since only one
rioter was killed. For many years afterwards the
following toast was drunk at Mess : "To the Life
Guards, who washed out in blood at Waterloo the
stains of Piccadilly."
George IV., who was very fond of designing
military uniforms, converted the Life Guards and the
Blues into cuirassiers, the new armour being worn for
the first time on the occasion of his coronation in 1821.
Tremendous bearskins, larger, more ornamental and
more uncomfortable than those of the Foot Guards,
were also introduced at the same time. These were
discarded later, in favour of the germansilver helmet
with white plumes worn by the Life Guards today.
After Waterloo many years elapsed before the Life
Guards again drew sword against their country's foes.
In 1882 a Composite Regiment of Plouseliold Cavalry
served in the Egyptian Campaign against Arabi Pasha,
making a very gallant charge against the enemies
batteries at Kassassin.
In the Gordon Relief Expedition of 18845 the Life
Guards went up the Nile as a " Heavy Camel Corps."
Another Composite Regiment of Household Cavalry
served in South Africa during the Boer War, and a
similar unit landed in France with the original B.E.F.
in August, 1914, being disbanded a few weeks later
when each squadron joined its own regiment on its
arrival at the front, their places in London and at
Windsor being taken by three Reserve Regiments of
Household Cavalry. It may be mentioned that the
King's Guard, which continued to do duty in all the
glory of scarlet and steel right throughout the Great
War, was provided by members of these Reserve Regi
ments—usually men who had been invalided home and
were unfit for further service overseas.
Tlie Life Guards served with credit and distinction
throughout the war on the Western Front. Whatever
job they were ordered to do, they did in a manner
befitting their position as one of the crack regiments
of the British Army. The variety of roles they filled
proves that a thorough grounding in drill and discipline
most certainly does not (as one or two modern writers
affect to believe) diminish either the initiative or the
adaptability of the soldier. For besides their proper
duties as cavalry—both mounted and dismounted—
the Life Guards furnished a Cyclist Company and two
battalions of the Guards Machine Gun Regiment ;
they also served as ordinary " footslogging ' pack
carrying infantry in The Household Battalion, and
for several weeks after the Armistice they did Police
duty in France and Belgium, winning fresh praise in
each sphere.
For their services in the Great War the 1st Life
Guards were .awarded 23 Battle Honours, the 2nd Life
Guards receiving 2S, the greatest number awarded to
any cavalry regiment.
R. MAURICE&HII.L.
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GUARDS.

Borne upon the Standards. (Each Regiment of Life
Guards carries three Squadron Standards in
addition to the King's Standard) ; " Dettingen,"
" Peninsula," " Waterloo," " Tel el Kebir," " Relief
of Kimberley," " Paardeberg," " South Africa,
1899/1900."
(The foregoing Honours are shared by both
Regiments).
Honours for the Great War selected to be borne on the
Standards :—
1st Life Guards : " Mons," " Le Cateau," " Maine,
1914," " Aisne, 1914," " Messines, 1914," " Ypres,
1914—T5T7,"
" Gheluvelt,"
" Somme, 1916,"
"Arras, 1917—' IS," " Passchendaele."
2nd Life Guards : " Mons," " Le Cateau," " Aisne,
1914," " Messines, 1914," " Ypres, 1914—' 15—'17,"
" Gheluvelt," " Somme, 1916IS," " Arras, 1917,"
" Hindenburg Line," " St. Quentin Canal."
*
*
*
*
No regiments are better known than the Life
Guards, to whom H.M. the King presented new
Standards in London a few days ago. These
picturesquely attired troopers are familiar to every
Londoner—and what stranger ever visits the Metropolis
without admiring tlie sentries of the King's Guard in
Whitehall. These, the only mounted sentinels in the
British Army, are always provided by either the Life
Guards or the Royal Horse Guards (The Blues).
The Life Guards, wlio date back to the Restoration,
being originally recruited from loyal Cavaliers who had
followed their King into exile, headed the procession
when King Charles H. entered London in triumph on
Royal Oak Day, 29th May, 1660, in commemoration
of which their officers still wear oak leaves ou their cuffs
aud collars.
Only " gentlemen by birth and education " were
permitted to enlist in the Life Guards. They were
officially styled " Private Gentlemen," and for many
years all words of command were preceded by the
phrase " Gentlemen of tlie Life Guards." Readers of
Thackeray's " Esmond " will remember that Richard
Steele, the writer, served his King and Country as
a Private Gentleman iu the Life Guards.
Originally the Lifeguardsman's pay was half a
crown a day, and he had to provide liis own horse.
Ever since 1692 the Life Guards have been mounted
on black chargers, the trumpeters and kettledrummers
riding white horses. As much as £100 " admittance
money " was frequently paid for the privilege of joining
the ranks of the Life Guards.
From the first
the Life Guards have been
intimately connected with the quaint and stately
ceremonies of the Royal Court. The duties of Gold
Stick in Waiting and Silver Stick in Waiting (who
must attend upon His Majesty ' wheresoever he walks,
from his rising to his going to bed ') have always been
performed by Colonels and LieutenantColonels of the
Household Cavalry ever since the days of the " Merrie
Monarch." When King Charles II. used to ride abroad
to visit the races at Newmarket or to pay his respects

to his numerous ladyloves, the key of his carriage
was worn, attached to a cord, by the officer
commanding the escort of Life Guards. The key of
the royal carriage is no longer entrusted to the Life
Guards, but the cord from which it used to hang still
ornaments the pouclibelts of tlie members of the
two regiments, a red cord being worn by the 1st and
blue by tlie 2nd. Another point of difference between
the two regiments is the colour of the sheepskin ou
their saddles—black for the 1st, white for the 2nd.
The rank of Sergeant is unknown in the Household
Cavalry, the equivalent rank being called " Corporal
ofHorse," while the SergeantMajor is known as
" CorporalMajor." Gold aigulettes are worn in full
dress by the holders of these ranks. The polished
Battle Axes carried by the farriers at the head of each
squadron on state occasions are said to represent the
poleaxes, formerly used for slaughtering wounded
horses. The Life Guards, like the Royal Plorse Guards,
are never sent abroad in peace time, and rarely serve
away from London or Windsor, though the' writer
believes that one of the Life Guards' regiments occupied
the Cavalry Barracks at Shorncliffe for some time
during the 'nineties.
Troops of Horse Grenadiers were added iu 1678,
and continued to exist until 1788, when the Life Guards
were reorganised in two regiments, to be amalgamated
again in 1922. Some of the changes made at the
reorganisation of 1788 were so unpopular that a few
old members of tlie corps resigned, saying " that it was
no longer composed of gentlemen, but of cheese
mongers."
This old taunt rankled in the breasts of
their successors for many years; it is said that at
Waterloo one officer led his Life Guards against the
enemy with the words " Come on, Cheesemongers !
Charge !"
The Life Guards have seen a good deal of fighting.
Besides the battles inscribed on their Standards they
were at Sedgemoor, The Boyne, Landen, Fontenoy,
aud other engagements of lesser note. But Waterloo
Day, June 18tli, 1815, was the most glorious day in
their history, when they rode down Napoleon's finest
cavalry. The defeat of the French Cuirassiers at
Waterloo was a particularly creditable feat, for they
were not only as big men (none less than six foot) and
as well mounted as our Life Guards, but they were
protected against sword cuts by their breast and back
plates, whilst their opponents had no better protection
than their red jackets. Many deeds of valour were
done by Life Guardsmen on that historic Sunday.
The 1st Life Guards made eleven charges, every one
being led by Colonel Ferrier, though early in the battle
his head had been laid open by a sword cut, and a lance
thrust had penetrated his body. Shaw, a wellknown
pugilist in the rauks of the Life Guards, was said
to have " slain or disabled ten Frenchmen with his
own hands " before he himself was slain.
As the Life Guards rode past, the 95th Rifles, busy
pouring fire into the French columns, one of the big
troopers was heard to call out " Bravo, 95th ! Do
you lather 'em, and we'll shave 'em !" Sir John
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Dear Sir,
Reference my letter of 23rd May, 1927, I forward
a revised copy of " Employment Innovation," which
has been approved by the AdjutantGeneral's Depart
ment, War Office.
You are at liberty to publish in its revised form if
you wish.
Yours faithfully,
F. K. HARDY, Major.
Hounslow,
Commandant,
Middlesex.
Army Vocational Training Centre.
*
*
*
*
EMPLOYMENT INNOVATION.

The Army Council has given approval to the
formation of a new class at the Army Vocational
Training Centre, Hounslow, in order to assist soldiers
with long service (i.e., Soldiers with 18 years or more
service) to obtain positions of trust such as Caretakers,
Porters, Messengers, etc., for which occupations their
military training renders them suitable.
Such Soldiers may apply to join the Army
Vocational Training Centre, Hounslow, for the last
two months of their service. While there they will
be employed on duties and given instruction in subjects
likely to be of use to them in the employment they
seek. Simultaneously,
the
Centre's Employment
Bureau will take up their cases and endeavour to place
each man in a job suitable to his particular
qualifications. The men, moreover, will be given
every facility during their attachment at Hounslow to
attend interviews with prospective employers and will
also be immediately available to take up positions as
they occur.
In obtaining employment it should be remembered
that self help counts for a lot. The man who keeps
his eyes and ears open looks round for himself and
gets his friends to help him, stands a better chance of
finding congenial employment than does the man who
sits down and waits for others to find it for him.
Senior ranks holding positions of responsibility
will find that (at Hounslow), being released from their
duties, they can devote their whole energy to solving
the problem of their future.
Soldiers who are allotted vacancies are advised to
bring with them plain clothes, as whilst some employers
like to see applicants for employment in uniform, others
prefer to see what they look like in civilian clothes.
It must be remembered that a discharge certificate
of service is not available until within a few days of
expiration of colour service. Before a Soldier obtains
this, he has nothing to prove to employers what his
record is. For this reason, W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s., and Men
are advised to bring with them any chits they may
have received from Officers under whom they have
served, and, if they wish to take up a dual post with
their wives, copies of any references the latter may
possess.
AN EMIGRANT.

Dear Sir,
I thought that the following extracts from a letter
from R. Coley, late The Buffs, who has just arrived
in Canada with his family might interest you.
You will remember that the Past and Present
Association Benevolent Fund made him a most
generous grant about six weeks ago. The letter is
a long one and I have only picked a few characteristic
paragraphs.
This new Government scheme seems to be a most
admirable one as the extracts will show.
A. F. LOYD HARD CASTLE.

[Extracts from a letter from R. Coley, late The Buffs,
Coronation, Calgary, Alberta, Canada].
" After expressing a wish that he never wants to
come back over that wretched sea, which seems to have
been at its worst when passing through what the
steward told me was Devils Hole—a terrible set out."

He says that " everything was lovely on board ; we
lived like lords, dinner every night," etc., etc.
" We landed at Halifax Easter Sunday morning.
The Land Settlement Officer was there to meet us.
We were all looked after fine.
This 3,000 family
scheme seems to be the best, for there was always
someone to do things for us; the other emigrants
didn't get a quarter of the attention."
" At Winnipeg an officer met each family witli a
taxi and took us to the Emigration Hall. That was
a lovely place ; fine kitchen, baths, hot and cold water,
everything you could wish for. Each family had
a bedroom to themselves."
"At Calgary an officer met us with a car, and took
the kiddies and my wife to the Y'.M.C.A. place, where
a lady gave them tea." (Also a bed and a wash, etc.).
" At Coronation a young army of land settlement
people met us and took us to an hotel, where we had
dinner and stayed the night."
Next morning they went to their houses, which
was : "a picture, two small bedrooms, aud a good
sized kitchen, a big dresser fixed in," etc., etc.
" They had put in a bed, a table and four chairs ;
in fact they had done everything they possibly could."
Partly, no doubt as the result of a letter announcing
a loan from the British Legion on the journey " they
gave us a box of food in case we shouldn't have enough
money to carry us through and here (Coronation) they
got us in enough grocery of every kind to last
us a fortnight ; also coal and oil."
Coley has work 14 miles from his home and gets
his dinner and tea at the farm and a dollar and a half
for the first month and if he suits he will get three
dollars a day."
" We have two cows and twentyfive chicken and
a farmer here gave me three little pigs (which are being
brought up on a bottle)."
The letter finishes
up by saying that they think
they will be very happy there.

The following extract from a letter received by
General Lynden Bell from Capt. Rice will be of interest
to many. It is dated 13tli May, 1927 :—
" We (i.e., Neil Rice and Dudley Lister) arrived
at Lagos on May 7th and received our orders there.
Dudley has been posted to the 1st Battalion Nigeria
Regiment at Kaduna. (Note ; about 400 miles N.E.
of Lagos). I have been posted to the 4th Battalion
at Ibadan (about 150 miles nearly due north of Lagos).
We came up by traiii together as far as Ibadan.
Tomliuson's brother, who is Director of Native Affairs
at Lagos, invited us to lunch at Lagos and was very
kind to us. We had our first taste of ground nut stew
there and Dudley swears that it will be liis last !
He
certainly was very ill for the rest of the day.
Ibadan is an enormous native town with a
population of over 300,000. We live on a small hill
about three miles from the town in bushhouses—mud
walls with thatched roofs. Apart from polo, which
we play three times a week, there is not much to do.
I have been given command of "A" Company and
have "H.O." and two platoons here and two platoons
at Agbor, which is iu the bush, about 250 miles from
here. I am taking my half company from here down
to Lagos for the King's Birthday parade on June 3rd.
I am very impressed with the Hausa soldiers. They
are very keen and very smart.
There are a lot of very cheerful fellows in the mess
and they have been most awfully good to me. There
are about 160 Europeans in and around Ibadan, mostly
traders. It is extremely hot here just at present, as
the rains which we have been expecting for the last
fortnight have uot broken yet and everything is simply
'sizzling.' "
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The accompanying photographs are of Major
W. H. Booth, with a few of the salmon he has
landed this season.
The smaller photograph is of a 48 lb. fish
caught on April 2nd, in Clyno Court Water, R. Wye:
the larger one in Clyno Court and Hay Castle
Water, R. Wye.
Major Booth landed these nine on April 4th,
their weights being 33, 24, 24, 22, 21, 204, 20, 20
and 19 lbs.
We offer our heartiest congratulations to this
very gallant sportsman.
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" VIVE LE SPORT."

PORT, what a name to conjure with, and what
a large field of amusement it opens up. Take
hunting, the real hunting, when it is not all done for
the sake of galloping, but when people really ride to
Hounds and for Hounds and take an interest in seeing
them work and work out a line. How many people
do ? Of course, hunting now may be said to be a rich
man's game, but many poor men can enjoy the pleasure
and get a lot of sport out of it, even if they only give
from' £40 to £50 for a liorse, and do not hunt iu the
swell counties.
Take shooting, which is obtainable almost
everywhere and although for grouse, moors, deer
forests and large shoots you can pay big sums, yet
there is lots of rough shooting to be obtained for very
little money, and what good sport it is, a good mixed
bag when you do not know what is going to get up in
front of you ! To be a good shot you must have a good
eye. Of course, bad shots can improve their shooting
by going to shooting schools, but my experience is that
people who are good at outdoor games are generally
the best shots, but the hand and eye must work
together to obtain good results.
Fishing is one of the most exciting sports, but
requires patience and skill. What is more exciting
than a good spring salmon on the fly and you never
know whether you are going to get him till he is on the
bank. Of course salmon fishing
lias grown a very
expensive sport. But take trout fishing, which is first
rate sport, requiring more skill than salmon fishing.
This can be obtained cheaply in hundreds of locks in
Scotland and Ireland. Fine tackle small ilies obtain
the best results generally. Of course dry fly fishing
requires more skill, and is not easily obtainable. Now
for those who care for this sport, there are lots of hotels
in Scotland and Ireland cheap and, with ideal scenery
from April till October, where good sport can be
obtained.
I would conclude by advising those who
contemplate any of these sports to go to Ireland for
cheapness, especially hunting also snipe shooting.
But for good rough shooting and fishing in Scotland,
and consult Walker, Fraser and Steele'sl ist, obtainable
at 74 Bath Street, Glasgow.
THEODORE BRINCKMAN.

The Buffs Golfing Society.
THE LYNDEN BELL TROPHY.

T

HE challenge trophy kindly presented by Major
General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G., has now been chosen and will take the form
of a silver model of The Dragon suitably mounted on
a plinth, upon which provision will be made for the
names of the winners to be engraved. Tlie choice of
design is certainly a very happy one ; and a good entry
for the Autumn Meeting, when for the first time the
troplvy will no doubt be competed for, is looked
forward to.
NEW MEMBERS.

A welcome is given to the following new members :
Messrs. A. L. Hillyar Cleland, F. G. C. Weare,
H. S. Greenwood, S. Freedman and 2/Lt. P. T. G.
Lynden Bell.
MATCHES.

A match by singles and foursomes under handicap
was played at Littlestone on June 12th under ideal
conditions. As will be seen from the full results below,
this was a hard fought struggle, Littlestone proving,
the winners after a number of closely contested
matches by one match only—altogether a most
enjoyable day, and the Society is grateful for the
kindness and hospitality offered them.

The Buffs.
Capt. W. C. Lamarque (5) ...
Col. W. II. Trevor (6)
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (6) 1 up
Lt.Col. F. B. Dvne (10) 2 up
Lt. F. G. Crozier (10)
C. J. Watson (10)
Maj. I.V.R.Jackson (11) 3 & 1
I,t. li. Wild (11) 3 6k 1

Lamarque and Trevor
Terry and Dyne, halved
Crozier and Watson, I up
Jackson and Wild

Littlestone.
0 Sir H. Brav (2) 7 & 5
...
0 R. P. Bendall (2) 6 & 5
...
1 Commdr. A. C. Rusack (2) ...
1 G. Martin (3)
0 Maj. T S. Blackwell (5) 1 up
0 R. B. Bannon (5) 4 & 2
...
! C. M. Page (6)

!
0

4



1 W. Stephens. K.C. (10)

..

FOUKSOMKS.
.. 0 Bray and Bendall, 2 up
...
.. 0 Rusack and Martin, halved
1 Blackwell and Bannon
...
.. 0 Page and Stephens, 3 & 2 ...
5

1
1
0
0

0

1
0
0
1
«

The date of the Rye match, June 18th, proved to
be a most unfortunate one, and as the Society was
unable to raise a representative side, there was no
alternative but to withdraw—a great pity as the Rye
match is certainly one of our best. V e must hope for
better luck next year.
CONGRATULATIONS.

The following members are to be congratulated on
their recent successes :—
Captain C. E. A. Terry, winner of the monthly
medal at Lamberhurst, with a net score of 70.
Mr. A. II. Goodall, winner of the Bramson Cup at
Littlehampton.
Mr. R. M. Bourne, winner of the 18 holes Medal
Competition with a net score of 72 at tlie Spring
Meeting of the National Provincial Bank Golfing
Society, which took place at Hayling Island.

[Picked up on the links at Sandwich after the Buffs'
Golfing Society had held their Spring Meeting'].

A

T Sandwich when the sun was hot,
The Greenman plied his watering pot,
And scattered " Dressing " quite a lot
To cultivate the greenery.
But Sandwich saw another sight
When Warriors in martial might
Rushed forth upon their annual fight
And blistered all the scenery.
By train and motor fast arrayed,
Each soldier drew his niblick blade,
And every Buff of the " G.S. brayed
To join the dreaded rivalry.
Then shook the Links by Brassies riven
Far fleeter than the bolts of heaven,
Flew frantic balls by drivers driven
Amidst the raucous ribaldry.
Aud fiercer yet the players sound.
While balls and divots hurtle round,
Oh ! pity the tormented ground
Of Sandwich groaning grievously.
'Tis eve, but scarce yon level sun
Can pierce the sandclouds rolling dun,
Where Sub and Major, every one
Shrieks in his gritty agony.
The foursomes flicker, ou ye brave
Who top and slice and pull and rave,
Wave All Ranks, all your mashies wave,
And strive with all your chivalry.
Few few shall part, where many meet
The sand shall be their winding sheet,
And every tee beneath their feet
May be' a Golfer's Sepulchre.
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INUTES of the 68tk meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of tlie
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on Wednesday,
15tli June, at 10.30 a.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Cliair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lt.Colonels L W. Lucas and R. S. I. Friend.
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES.—The minutes of the last meeting were
approved and signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
MALPLAQUET
MEDAL.—The
purchase of
the
Malplaquet gold medal advertised for sale by Messrs.
Spiuks was duly considered, but after inspection by
the Committee it was decided that the expenditure
was not justified especially as the medal was not of
direct regimental interest.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK.—It was decided that
the Canterbury Cricket Week Club should invite the
Old Stagers to lunch on the Wednesday in Canterbury
Cricket Week.
LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £600 recently
left to the Regiment should be invested and that the
financial advisor should be consulted on this matter.
The investments to be made in the name of the Past
and Present Association and the dividends, until
further notice, to be credited to the Benevolent Fund.
WARRIORS'
CHAPEL.—Major
Tomlinson
was
requested to ascertain from the Dean of Canterbury
whether permission could be given for brass plates
to be fixed under the various Regimental colours in
the Chapel, giving particulars regarding the colours.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR SCHOOL.—Colonel
Lucas promised to
notify the Secretary, as soon as possible, regarding the
applicants wishing to attend the first course.
TORCHLIGHT TATTOO.—A proposal having been
received to the effect that a torchlight tattoo should
be organised this summer at Margate, in aid of the
Benevolent Fund, it was decided after discussion that
neither the necessary personel or funds would be forth
coming to enable such a proposal to be carried out.
PAST AND PRESENT DINNER.—With reference to
the proposal by the Loudon branch to the effect that
certain officials should be invited to the Association
Dinner, the Committee were unanimously of tlie
opinion that fluids were not available for this purpose.
PAST AND PRESENT CRICKET MATCH.—It was
decided that tlie following programme should be
arranged for the weekend, 13th to the 15th August,
when it was expected a fairly large number of Past
and Present Buffs would be at Canterbury for tlie
cricket match and the Memorial Service :—
13th August. Past and Present Cricket Match
and in the evening a Camp Fire Concert and firework
display.
Sunday, 14 th. Memorial Service at 12 noon,
followed by a luncheon (free) to all Past and Present
members (other ranks) attending.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at the Depot at 5 p.m.
on Tuesday, 2nd August.
DISBURSEMENTS.
1927.
Mav 23. Grant
Grant
25. Grant
27 Grant
Grant
30. Grant
Grant

...

...

...
...

...

...

...

...

...

...

£ s d.
4 0 0
0 15 0
1 0 0
2 0 0
2 10 0
010 0
2 0 0

June
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£ s. d.
2 0
1 0
2 0
2 0
1 8
5 0
1 0
4 0
0 15
0 2
2 0
0 10

7. Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
9. Loan
11. Grant
14. Grant
Grant
15. Grant
17. Grant
Grant

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

DONATI ONS.

£ s. d.
P.R.I. Depot The Buffs (Proceeds of Albuhera Day)
0 17 0
0 4 0
Lord Harris
0 1 0
C.S.M. Dukes ...
P.R.I. Depot The Buffs (Sgt.Sweepstage,Albuhera Day) 0 6 6
P.R.I. Depot The Buffs (Contribution from funds,
Albuhera Day)
12 0 0
NEW MEMBERS.
Mr. F. T. Santer, Mr. W. Earl, Mr. W. Huntley Mr. B. Chatncld,
Mr. A. Cole, Mr. A. H. Johnson, Mr. F. C. Gomm, Mr. K. H. Chambers,
Mr. R. J. Chambers, Mr. J. Burgess, Mr. T. Cook.

London Branch.
Minutes of the 5tli meeting held at the Windsor Castle Hotel.
Victoria, on Saturday, the 21st instant, at 7.30 p.m., with Capt. J. E.
Enright in the Chair.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Corres
pondence included a letter from Mr. Clarabutt, of Evethorne Village,
near Dover, who is being sent to London for Hospital treatment and
asking that some Bulls should visit him in his loneliness. Mr. Clarabutt
is an old Territorial Buff aud a life member of the Association. It
was agreed that tlie London Branch take this man under tlieir care
during his stay iu London and Mr. Whitehead was given a free hand in
visiting and arranging for any comforts the man is in need of.
Fix VXCK.—A short financial statement was read by the Treasurer,
Mr. Port, showing the total receipts to date—including £10 granted
by the Executive Committee—which amounted to £15 10s. (5d. The
balance remaining is £10 lis. 6d. Colonel Findlay, however, stated
the Executive Committee would pay for postage and printing incurred
and when this is recovered, the funds will be a little more iu credit
than that shown.
ANNUAL DINNER.—Proposed by Mr. Wilson and seconded by
Mr. Lancaster that the London Branch give their wholehearted
support to make the forthcoming dinner in October a huge success.
It was proposed thai the venue should he a place where liquid refresh
ment can be obtained at a reasonable price anil that a price of £1 for a
bottle of whiskey, I 'll for bass and 8d. for an ordinary glass of beer
was simply profiteering and would prevent members attending.
Carried unanimously.
Proposed, seconded and carried unanimously that tlie Executive
Committee lie recommended to give consideration to the under
mentioned guests being invited to the annual dinner in October :—
The Right Hon. The Lord Mayor of London and Sheriffs, The
Worshipful Mayor and Sheriff of tlie Ancient City of Canterbury,
and iu the event of tlie Bord Mayor of London accepting the invitation
a special toast be proposal by Major James.
DEPOT WEEK.—The Treasurer was given authority to pay a deposit
for reserving a charabanc leaving Loudon on tlie Sunday morning,
at a return cost of 8/6 per head. As members may bring their wives
and families if they wish, early application, together with remittance,
should he sent to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. Ainge, 37 Loftus Road
London, W.12.
Members travelling by train on tlie Saturday are asked to notify
tlie Hon. Secretary, and whether they are going for the weekend or
whole'week, in order that arrangements can lie made.
Proposed by Major James and seconded by Mr. Burt, that a pro
gramme of sic'litseeing be arranged for members of the Branch during
their stay. It was agreed that a small committee be formed for this
purpose and that Major James should ascertain what Canterbury are
doing meantime respecting entertainments.
BENEVOLENT FUND.—The Branch Committee approved that a
sum of £2 be loaned to Mr. X. to tide him over a temporary difficulty
until he"finds work.
The meeting then closed.
Tlie Fifth Meeting provided fresh surprises and fresh faces. Firstly,
we were delighted to see Colonel Findlay again and to observe him
looking mucli better in health. We had three visitors—two old Die
Hards and a Northumberland Fusilier—and were glad to welcome
them into the den. They were not lost in London as many thought,
but were being shown round the precincts by Captain Birreil who
appeared a very genial guide.
We were also delighted to see Mr. Biltou, one of the old Volunteer
Buffs. He joined in 1875. passed automatically into tlie Territorial
Buffs and served until 1914 when lie contracted double pneumonia
and his soldiering days were ended. Mr. Hilton is a splendid type of
patriot and we hope to see him at all our meetings.
Many of the 2nd Battalion will remember DUSTY Roullicr who
was Sgt.Major (Mickey) Barton's Batman in South Africa. He turned
up looking very fit—but thinner than in tlie days of " R,r,r,r, oullier—
Where's that
chicken ? Don't know, Sir. Couldn't pinch one
today. The officers' servants 'ad their eyes open."
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I heard rumours that the 7th Battalion members are hot at Billiards
and vvoul.l like to try their hand at beating all comers. Why not.
Perhaps an interBattalion tournament at a local billiard hall could be
arranged. The same applies to our golfing members. There is no
reason why we cannot run a football and cricket team. Think about it,
you demon descendants of ye olde trained bands, and come up with
suggestions about the matter.
Major James's proposal about forming sub committees in North,
South, Fast and West London and finding a place where men could
meet iu these areas is sound. We have ov er 500 names on tlic register
and a great number find Saturday night an impossible day. If each
area could find a suitable place on any other day except Saturday it
would enable many to get together, and in no way interfere with the
monthly meeting at the Windsor Castle. I understand a search is now
in progress.
Looking round old faces the other evening I thought what a fine
Corps of Drums we could get together in the London Branch— Capt.
E. A. Carter, M.C., Mr. I.. V. Carter, Mr. Bert Port, Capt. Enright,
Mr. Francis, Mr. Morey as a framework, is uot a bad collection and
unite capable of beating retreat.
J.E.
EMPLOYMENT BUREAU—POST WANTED.
Cannot you do something for one of these—your friends ?
No. 1.—Buff, age 54. Carman, drayman, liorsekeeper. Married.
No. 2.—Buff, age 40. ExCivil Service Clerk. Requires post in anv
clerical capacity.
No. 3 (a).—Buff. Carpenter by trade. Married. Undertakes all
kinds of house redecoration.
No. 5.—Buff, late 6tli Battalion, age 31. Badly wants job as labourer.
No. 7.—Buff. Severely wounded. Pension, 12.6 p.w. Post wanted
of light nature. Messenger, Porter at mansion fiats, liftman.
No. 8.—Buff. Special Diplomas for cookery. Kitchen hand, cook
etc.
No. 8 (a).—Buff, age 40. Married, 6 children. Job urgently wanted
as labourer, window cleaner, etc. Will tackle anything.
No. 9.—Buff. Married. Wants post, horsekeeper, carman, etc.
No. 9 (a).—Buff requires situation. Motor or lorrv driver, running
repairs.
No. 9 (b).—Buff. M Tried. Metal polisher, Gramaphone making and
repairs.
No, 10.—Buff. Motor Mechanic, Driver, etc. Job urgently required.
No. 12.—Buff. Old Duke of York bov, ajafc 50. Requires light out
door work.
No. 13.—Buff. T.ift attendant, salesman, etc.
No. 14.—Buff (late 8th Battalion). Excellent testimonials, post as
Exhibition attendant or bookbinding trade (City of London
appentice).
No. 15.—Buff. Expert boot and shoe maker. Understands all
branches inside out. Permanent situation with good firm required.
No. 16.—Buff. Married, 3 Children. Any kind of work wanted.
Any district. Labourer, digging gardens, etc.
No. 17.—Buff. Vast experience with Electric Light Company as
Stoker. Firm closing down through amalgamation. Similar job,
Boiler house, manufacturers, etc.
No. 18.—Buff. Milk roundsman, general labourer or anything going.
No. 19.—Buff. Wants work. Messenger, Porter, Caretaker, etc.
(Signed) J. E. ENRICIIT,
Captain.

Ashford Branch.
A most enjoyable evening was spent ou June the 1st. Despite it
being Derby Day, a good number turned up, but unfortunately no one
backed the winner.
It was proposed to change our meeting nights from Wednesdays to
Saturdays. Regarding Uie proposed change of our title it was put to
the meeting and carried unanimously that it still be retained as the
Past and Present Association The Buffs.
Mr. J. King, our Vicechairman, spoke at some length on the reason
for not changing it, one being that it is known bv* a great majority as
the Past and Present Buffs and no doubt it would be vcrv misleading
as we are making good progress in getting new members.
Another reason given was, that, in tlie event of any benefits to be
derived from any wills being made in favour of the Past and Present
Association it might cause some difficulty in getting same.
F. COWHLL.

Round and About.—Continued.
What a marvellous " Press " this new
sport has had ! It remains to be seen
whether as a spectacle it will compete
with horseracing. The interesting thing to me is
the speculation as to whether Herbert, the Electric
Hare will stay the course. If he is anything like our
domestic electricity there ought to be some fun at the
White City. Having seen a photograph of Herbert,
I am ready to bet that the greyhound who chases him
after such a breakdown will not show very good taste.
GREYHOUND
RACING.

Round and About.
With the beginning of the Wimbledon
Tennis we can safely say that the Season
has arrived. The same can hardly be
said of Summer, for although we had
one phenomenally hot day during last week, conditions
are characteristically arctic again. I should not be
surprised to hear that Big Bill Tilden wears his beige
(or whatever its colour may be) blanket coat before
the tournament ends. It is interesting to read in one
of the leading evening papers that lie wore Melton
trousers and a blue and white belt and that his shirt
sleeves were buttoned at the wrist. These little
sartorial details, so long only given to a thirsty public
where the fair sex were concerned, make all the
difference to me. What does the score matter, or the
run of the play when one is longing to know whether
the protagonists' trousers are pleated at the waist ?
THE
HEIGHT OF
THE SEASON,

*

*

*

*

This has been so far the most interesting
county cricket season for a long time
and Hie critics of cricket as played in
England have been duly confounded. The brightest
feature of the renaissance is the way in which counties
usually low in the championship table have been
administering shocks to the leaders. Warwickshire's
defeat of Yorkshire, unbeaten since 1924, was the first
thrill and then Derbyshire's triumph over Kent added
zest to the contest. Although some of the scores have
been on the heavy side, the smaller ball seems to be
making itself felt, judging by Yorkshire's eightyone
last Saturday. All of which goest to prove that cricket
as a game needs no amendment or improvement.
Young batsmen like Hammond and bowlers like
Larwood and Clark (of Nortliants) will keep the game
lively for years to come.
BRIGHTER
CRICKET.

*

*

*

*

I spent some hours in a Cinema lately
and two things struck me particularly.
One,
that
technically, films
are
improving rapidly without a corresponding improve
ment in the " matter " of the films.
The second thing
was that the phonofilm which I had not hitherto
heard and seen is not much to write home about
Except that the voice and the pictures have been
synchronised fairly well, the words are little better than
if one put a gramaphone at the bottom of the garden
and then went indoors and hoped for the best.
TIIE
PHONOFILM,

*

*

*

*

thriller is running at The Duke of
York's theatre. I recommend it to all
who like a good story well acted. Leslie Banks plays
the part of the hero in the polished way in which he
invariably acts. The leading lady is Miss Barbara
Hoffe, who a few years ago, played at Canterbury for
the Old Stagers. The title is not very subtle.
" DOPE."

A



*

*

*

For two Sundays in succession I have
listened to the speakers in Hyde Park.
The quality of the oratory has been
materially improved by the advent of the Anti
Socialist platform. There is usually a member of
Parliament to be heard at these meetings and some
most entertaining speakers. The applause and the
heartiness of the patriotic singing of the National
Anthem are worth going to hear. " It is an excellent
thing that the other side of the question is getting a
good airing.
HYDE PARK
ON SUNDAY,
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With the Advance Party

Y excuse for intruding 011 The Dragon's valuable
space is that the article in the J une Dragon
regarding the adventures of the Advance Party of the
ist Battalion 011 their way to Ranikhct makes one feel
rather reminiscent.
After a period of leave from Singapore, I was
ordered in February, 1887, to join a draft from the
2nd Battalion, then stationed at Dover, to go to
Ranikhet, whither the 1st Battalion was proceeding
from Singapore. The draft consisted of some 256
men. Splendid fellows they were too—including
" Snow Ball " Hoar and many others who subsequently
distinguished themselves in the Regiment. The
Commander of the draft was my friend, Capt. (now
Brig.General) A. J. Whitacre Allen. My brother
subalterns were B. R. K. Tarte, who did such splendid
work for the Regiment in the Polo as well as in the
Football field, and Kave, who went to the Indian Army.
We left Dover ou the 22nd February, 1887, after
a most cheery night with the 2nd Battalion, in which
many friends, including dear old " Bull " Raveuhill,
did everything in accordance with Buff tradition to
entertain us. The voyage from Portsmouth to Bombay
requires no description. It was normal in that officers
and men had to go through tlie usual discomforts
connected with travelling by " trooper " in those days.
What these discomforts were 110 officer or man who
has not experienced them can realise. I leave it at
that.
In due course we arrived at Bombay and, as usual
in those days, went 011 to Deolali (Doodle Alley as the
men called it) where we waited until trains were avail
able to take us up country. This period of waiting
was not without some amusement to us of the juvenile
Brigade, but our seniors were bored stiff. Every
rascally tout in India concentrated at Deolali and tlie
place simply swarmed with jugglers and snake charmers
who were a source of endless enjoyment to the
unsophisticated subaltern who was prepared to pay
well for the performance of the usual chestnuts in the
shape of " The Mango tree trick " aud " Cobra fight
Mongoose."
I11 those days troops proceeded up country in
leisurely fashion, railing by night and stopping by dav
at " rest camps " which in most cases were line, airy,
permanent barracks. And so, in due course, our draft,
which had now been ordered to become the advance
party of tlie 1st Battalion, halted at Kandwa,
Soliagpur, Jubbulpur, Allahabad, etc., and eventually
arrived at Bareilly. There we went into camp 011 the
racecourse. I remember one morning looking out
of nij' tent and seeing a general and lady riding just
outside. They turned out to be that great soldier
Sir John Hudson (then Commanding the Rohilcund
District) and his daughter—that delightful lady who
subsequently married Fred Whitacre Allen and was
the mother of Jack and Eric Allen who are in the
Regiment today. Sir John was always a tremendous
admirer of the Regiment aud his daughter will ever
remain a most charming and beloved memory in the
hearts of the old Brigade of Buffs.
After a stay of about a week at Bareilly we received
orders to go on to Ranikhet. Our experience 011 arrival
at the rail head at Katligodam was very much the
same as that of the writer iu the J une Dragon—arrival
in the dark and nothing to eat or drink. " Snow Ball "
Hoar, however, appointed himself MasterCook and
O.M.S. and dealt suitably with the situation. The
march onwards to Ranikhet was without any unusual
incident, but I must confess I feel very much a back
number when I read in The Dragon of lorries travelling
ou the road from Katligodam to Ranikhet. In our
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) Ranikhet 40 years ago.
day most of the " road " beyond the Nainital Brewery
was not much better than a glorified mule track.
Indeed in places it required much persuasion and an
astonishing amount of unparliamentary language to
induce a mule to go along the " road " !
In spite of everything, however, the advance party
of the 1st Battalion arrived one day forty years ago
at Ranikhet, feeling very exhausted. It was followed
a tew days later by the Battalion, with which there
were among others, Colonel Halahau Commanding,
Majors Reeves, Chippendall, Booth, Bayard, Eustace,
Kales, Parr}, George Porter and Fiddle Lloyd. I
think those who served at Ranikhet in those days will
agree with me that we had a very happy time "there.
Our facilities for playing games were small as compared
with those existing probably at the present day. We
had only the brick hard parade ground, cut out of the
side of the hill ou which to play Cricket, Football and
Polo. And yet it was on that ground that we had
much excellent Cricket, among our spot performers
being Corporal Godfrey (what a jolly good bowler lie
was !) George Porter and Private Edmonds ; it was
there, too, that we laid the foundations of our Rugger
team which twice won the Calcutta Cup and also
learnt enough Polo to make a first class show later on
in the Infantry Polo Tournament at Lucknow. Our
game shooting experts had a good time too. I under
stand that even to this day the " shikaris " still talk
of the exploits of Tilly Pattenson and Lewis Hulke.
There was much amusement, also, in other
directions. As one, who was in Ranikhet in those
days, said to me recently—" India talks even now of
those wonderful dances and musichall entertainments
you had at Ranikhet." It was dear old Fiddle Lloyd
who got up the dances and he was also responsible for
the musicliall entertainments, given by his famous
Pond Lily and Choctaw Minstrels." .1 must not
omit to say also, that Ranikhet was greatly indebted
to " The Dwarf of Blood " for many excellent plays
he put on at the Garrison Theatre.
We were, moreover, singularly fortunate in our
neighbours. At Chow Buttia, above Ranikhet, we
had the 2nd Battalion Canieroniaus (Scottish Rifles),
all excellent fellows, with whom we were on the best
of terms. Among others who were with tliem were
Lionel Combe and Robert Fell, both of whom
commanded Brigades in the War, and Philip Robert
son, now Colonel of the Canieroniaus.
At Nainital there was an exceedingly cheery crowd
of whom we saw a great deal. But perhaps our closest
liaison was with the 3rd Gurkhas at Almora. We got
011 wonderfully well together and many were the times
we used to toast " The Mystical Number 3." The
liaison between us was kept up long after we left
Ranikhet aud resulted incidentally in the 3rd Gurkhas,
some years later, when we were at Jullundur, sending
11s some 30 wild Gurkhas straight from Nepanl aud
asking us to turn them into a band ! A11 unforgettable
experience, especially one particular incident, when
our Quarter Guard had to turn out to stop a free fight
among the Gurkhas as to who should play the saxo
phone just arrived from England !
I must conclude or I shall incur the displeasure of
the Editor.
Well, the best of luck to the 1st Battalion. I only
hope Buffs, whether at Bareilly or Ranikhet, will find
them as good places as we did forty years ago.
A.L.B.
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The 1st Battalion.
TV] EARLY
all
the
±\
news
this month
comes from Ranikhet, our
hill station, for down here
in Bareilly it is too hot to
do much after nine in the
morning until fivethirty in
the evening. After that
hour the whole Cantonment
is a hive of activity, as
everyone emerges from his
everyone emerges from
their afternoon siesta and
takes violent exercise in
one
way
or
another.
Although reveille actually blows at 5.45 a.m.,
nearly everyone
is
astir
long before
that so as" to fit
in the few hours ot
open air training that are possible. Lor
instance, every morning now "C Company
may be seen about 5.30 a.m. parading in shirt
sleeves and shorts, and each man with
a bicycle. Then in a long line that reminds
one of Sandhurst days, they glide noiselessly
and swiftly away to the range.
During the day all those left down here
have to stay indoors in a vain endeavour to
keep cool, 'it is quite interesting to look at
the temperature table published each day in
the local paper. Bareilly, like Kent in the
Cricket Championship, usually lies about third
or fourth on the list. The latest score shows
us to have reached 112"F.—very nearly top
score for the country. Fortunately nights
are fairly cool so the climate is not really
irksome—merely
uncomfortable.
Many
people sleep outside their bungalows in the
open and on most nights this ensures a good
sleep as long as you do not mind an occasional
jackal coming and sniffing round inquisitively.
But as the monsoon approaches this practice
is getting more precarious, for suddenly a
squall may come and blow mosquito net and
bedding away, whilst a swirl of dust wraps
one in its unwelcome mantle. However,
there is not long to wait now for the rains and
cooler times—but I am going on leave for a
good long spell shortly, so do not care if it
snows !
The ease with which one can get leave is
one of the finest institutions of this great
Indian Empire ; in fact it is almost the back
bone of India, for after a good spell one comes
back so full of beans that the months slip by
quite quickly until it is time to go again.
May this idea never perish !
Polo has been going for about a month
now, but is not in a very flourishing condition,
as nearly everyone is away.

A gruelling competition known as the
hotweather league has been running for some
weeks. This is a hockey league run on an
intercompany (or its equivalent in the
garrison) basis. When I see the players
afterwards I feel quite thankful I am left
handed, for it certainly is a sweaty business.
For other news please apply to our
Ranikhet correspondents, for I can write no
more. I must wipe my fevered brow and
wash away that tickle in the throat (thrice
welcome little tickle !).
RANIKHET DETACHMENT NOTES.
"A" and "B" Companies, together with the Band,
Drums and Signals, arrived in Ranikhet ou April 23rd,
at least those whose lot it was to march from railhead
at Katligodam did. "A" Company were lucky and
rode in lorries and were safely ensconsed by the time
the rest, weary and dusty, reached the top of the hill.
We all agree, I think that this is one of the most
lovely spots we have ever been in. We are on a table
laud and around us spread thickly firred hills, whilst
in the distance the highest mountain in the Empire
(the name of which has for the moment escaped me)
soars its snowcapped head high into the blue vault
of the heavens. So much for the country. Now for
the mortals who tread it. Daily we are getting fitter
and fitter.
At first from "B" Company to Pinnacle
Point was enough to try the most hardy of us and we
gazed with awe and wonder upon Capt. Wale, who
had been in residence some weeks as O.C. Advanced
Party and had by then found liis " khudlegs." Now,
however, with the aid of clandestinely cut " khud
sticks " we are beginning to rival the doughty chamois
himself.
Of course it could not all be perfect aud perhaps
our chief disappointment was that the nature of the
country only permits of there being one football
ground, which has to serve the whole station. How
ever, an intercompany league is being run, which is
attracting large gates. "A" company leads our
Detachment and stands third at present. "A" and
"H.Q." Wing of the D.C.L.I. are both strong sides
and we shall have our work cut out to catch them.
About a week ago several of us attended a most
successful Staff Ride in the neighbourhood of Almora.
We saw the 3rd Ghurkhas carrying out all the details
of the intricate art of Frontier Warfare with a speed
and skill that left us full of admiration for these
splendid troops. Rain ffiid hail did their best to spoil
our exercise for us, but even with the combination
of the two we could hardly fail to be impressed with the
grandeur of the country through which we passed.
Albuhera Day was celebrated by a short ceremonial
parade in the morning, a football match in the
afternoon and a Dance at the Rink, which the
Proprietor kindly lent free of charge for the occasion,
in the evening. At the football match we lost 4—2
to the D.C.L.I. Detachment, after an even game ;
a good performance, in view of the fact that our
opponents had a number of Battalion players in their
side.
We are all sorry that Major Hart, our Detachment
C.O. has been laid low with a severe chill, but hope that
soon he will be back again with us. Captain Wale,
too, has been on the sick list, and to him also we wish
a speedy recovery.
As we go to press the Gazette tells us that our
Commanding Officer, Major Howard Smith, has been
promoted LieutenantColonel, and to him we offer our
heartiest congratulations.

1st BATTALION, "C" COMPANY, 1st XI. HOCKEY TEAM, 192627
Runners up of Gibraltar Garrison InterCompany League.
Winners of Harris Shield Hockey League.
1-rom left to right standing—L/Cpl. Edwards, L/Cpl. Burtenshaw, Cpl. Mount, Cpl. Robinson, L/Cpl. Coshall, Pte. Burt,
sitting

Pte. Elliott, C.S.M. L. T. Williams, Lieut. J. R. P. Williams, Cpl. Ayliffe, Pte. E. Taylor.

<J>
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o
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Since our arrival at Ranikhet wc have done very little of importance
to record in The Dragon, the only tiling being Football., it having been
in full swing as we managed to reach here just in time for the opening
of the " Ranikhet football league," in which all units here, enter.
Our first match took place on the 3rd of May, in which our
opponents were R.A.M.C. of the United Provinces. After a good game
we were disappointed with the result as we only managed to draw 11.
The team was as follows:—L/Cpl. Home; Pie. Barnes, Pte.
Puttock; Pte. Flisher, Pte. A. Morris, Cpl. Richardson: L/Cpl.
Foreman, L/Cpl. Brawn, Pte. Savage, Pte. Elgie. Pte. Ingram.
On the 8th of May we were up against the "E" Divisional Signals,
who were last year's winners of this league. The team was tlie same
with the exception of Cpl. Richardson who was substituted by Pte.
Murton, but were unable to do much as our opponents were a trine
too good for us, so wuen the final whistle blew wc left the field with a
loss of 61.
On the 12th Maj', we met "E" 11 Company of our own Battalion,
and won by three goals to one. In this match we were without our
goalkeeper, L/Cpl. Home, who was in hospital. Our goal scorers were :
Privates Savage, and Elgie and L/Cpl. Foreman.
On May 16th (Albuhera Dav) a team of the Detachment played the
D.C.L.I.'s and lost 42, iu which Privates Flisher, A. Morris, Savage,
Ingram and L/Cpl. Foreman took part.
On the 18th May, we plaj'ed "A" Company D.C.L.I.'s and again
lost 10 as we were unfortunate in having L/Cpl. Home, Pte. Flisher
and Pte. Barnes in hospital owing to injuries received through foot
ball.
The " Danker" football team have had several games and proved
a bit superior to us as regards winning.
Danker "B" v. Band
...
...
... won 1—0
„
v. "A" Coy. 2nd XI.
... lost 3—1
„
v. Band and Drums
won 2—0
i>. "A" Coy. 2nd XI.
... won 2—0
„
v. Band
lost 5—2
In closing we tender our deepest sympathy to the following :—
Sergt. and Mrs. Dennis in their recent bereavement in the loss of tlieir
son at Ranikhet, and to the relatives of Cpl. Leeks in the loss of their
son who died at sea on his wav to tlie United Kingdom.
W.J.L.

Machine Gun Platoon.
Having sufficiently recovered from a short spasm of " oblivion,"
or in other words, from niv usual afternoon ' siesta " beneath the
swinging " punkahs" T once again end ark upon another literary
effort, with a view towards enlightening such readers of the said
"effort" who are interested in the numerous activities of " The
Gunners " out here among the palms and punkah wallahs.
Our daily sojourns to and from the Ranges where we have been
busilv engaged at "pumping" lead in to the stop butts (via the target),
have ceased, and now we are equnllv hard at it performing such duties
as guards, picouets, parades and fatigues, etc., being somewhat " hard
pushed " owing to two companies and tlie liiajoritj of "H.O. Wing "
absconding to tlie hills, and one company here being engaged at Weapon
Training.
However, a strong " rumour " exists to tlie effect that we shall live
through, and get over it, and some say that our reward will be a visit
to a hill station before we do actually dissolve into "grease spots"
down here on the plains.
The conditions under which we fired our M.G. Course this year were
not exactly ideal, and I presume there will be several " funerals."
when several " Badges Cloth M.G." will be consigned to an earthly
grave, but whether this was due to the " warm " attentions of King Sol
or the strength of the beverage procured from our " Cha Wallah " on
the range is a conundrum yet to be solved.
Our activities between the goalareas in the fight for honours in the
newlyintroduced League matches have so far brought us small reward
for our energies. However, our "footer" and hockey teams have
played at tip top form and spared themselves nothing in facing teams
of no small repute. A few more matches have still to be placed and we
hope for better results in those games. \\ ith good support and plenty
of cheers from our optimists, w e should do better, even if it is in the
" Grand Finale."
In the sixaside football competition on Albuhera Day, one of our
nine teams that entered was very unluckj' in getting " knocked out"
by a team of " 14 Group," losing by the narrow margin of one point
iu the game which would have put them through into the semifinal,
Our " ration" of luck seems to have given us the " cold shoulder" ol
late.
Our "brother Gunners" of the 2nd Battalion have apparently
been going all out to break a few records with S.A.A. and traversing
screens during their recent M.G. course, which reminds me that, our
congratulations are due to l'tc. Taylor, with his excellent score of 403
topping our scoresheet, not quite so high a score as that mentioned in
the April Praj.on, but quite good considering the "inconvenience"
caused by rivulets of perspiration, and sunscreens on our firing points,
etc., etc.
Finally I must silently congratulate the Drummer on local Quarter
guard on liis excellent rendering of " First Post" as I write ; bis
tuneful " renderings" remind me of my army blankets. May his
" Reveille" in the morning bring me visions equally peaceful.

LEAGUE FOOTBALL RESULTS.

(Up to
"H.Q. 23"
'H.Q. 23"
"H.Q. 23"
'H.O. 23"
H.Q. 23"
"II.Q. 23"
"H.Q. 23"

IS/5/27).

1«T LEAGUE.
. , .
lost 4—2 Betts scoring twice.
, "D" Coy.
lost 1—1 Bishop scoring from Penalty
R.A.
won 2—1 Stevens, 1 and Bing, 1.
, "C" Coy.
won 2—1 L'Cpl. Newell, 1 ; Betts, 1.
"C" Cov.
draw
2—2 Betts. 1 : Stevens. 1.
R.A.
2ND LEAGUE.
.. Staffs & Dopts. lost 6—1 Taylor.
. "D" Coy. ... lost 1—0

HOCKEY.
1ST LEAGUE.
lost 1—0
won Z2—1 Bishop 2.
lost 5—1 Stevens.
lost t —0
2ND LEAGUE.
v.
Staffs
*
Depts.
lost 3—1 Rabbetli.
"H.O. 23"
"H.Q. 23" v. "D" Coy. ... draw 1—I Sgt, Truby.

"Il.O.
"H.Q.
"II.Q.
"H.Q.

Staffs & Depts.
23"
23" i. "D" Cov. ...
R.A. "
23"
"D" Cov. ...
23"

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What are antitanks ?
. ,,
Does one ride in them or must they be pushed .
*
Could " Bettsy " enlighten us ?
.
Why all those cheers on the night ol Friday, irrw
Was someone going up into the hills on leave .
Why do they call " him " " Chips " ?
How manv kinds of " wind " are there .
.
Could No." 3 Group supply the name of the fount< kind .
And are they affected thereby >
. t<ance.Na1k»

The Band.
At last we are just about feeling our footing in this peatliU1 station
of Ranikhet. As regards playing out we take it ^irij eas y, takmg
turns with the D.C.I..1. Band stationed here with us, by having a wee
We are now fil ing our annual course and the range is a terrible one
on which to fire so we may have a few bungs this > ear.
r .v
The Jazz Band have had one dance since being here and aie eager >
looking "forward to a few more.
„,„i>
In the way of sport we have not done so wonderfully w ell ow n gI
there being only one football ground for the whole de ot. bu1
managed to play a couple of games ol football. A ersi s

 .
we lost 1  0 and against D.C.T..I. we won by lour goals to one.
e
bovs have plaved the D.C.L.I.'s boys on three oceasioi s wiMiiig one
30. draw 22 and lost 2 1. Owing to there being
here we have sadly neglected our hockey, out still we ..liall n ake ]
it when v.e get back to Bareilly again.
OUAVER.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When is Liberty Day ? (Ask P.ilP.
What is a bandsman's qualifications ?

.,
When is Caw.sel of the band going to break his own record .
Nat).
What does D.S. stand for ?

....
(

Vecou. Iron, HaK Moon to Hna.ole
Point ?
Is Weary reallv a Bad Bolsliic ?
Is " Less than Dust" the baud's favourite at Ranikhet
Will our Jazz Band ever have to pay income tax .

The Drums.
Here we are again, just settling down at Ranikhet in the hills for a
short period of three months. All the deaf and dunmiers seemed o
enjoy the five days' trek from the railhead, and most of us are enjoying
our first year in India.
. „ .
..
From our bungalows we can see the snowcapped peata of the
Ilimalava Mountains at a distance of about 90 uules to the north. \\ e
are living a life of woodsmen, and Alma Barracks has the appearance
of a lumber caiun, each bungalow being surrounded by tall pine trees.
We have just'startcd our course and the tiring is proving very much
of a surprise. The course is a new one and we are the hrs.t to tire it.
A good manv among us are hoping that it will not be approved of or
" bung shot" parade will resemble R.S.M. s parade every afternoon
tor the ensuing year.
FOOTBALL.
Our first eleven is improving greatly in every game and we hope to
become quite good in the near future. Our usual team is as follows :
L/Cpl. Crook, Dmrs. Harland and French, L/Cpl. Griggs, Dmrs. Arnold
and' Burbidge, Dmrs. Thomas, F. R. Smith, L/CpL Hicks,
and Poolev. Amos, who usually plays outsideleft, is still in hospital
at Bareilly, as a result of our game against the ward boys there. I oolej
also has had a turn in hospital as a result of a game, with a crocked
ankle. IVY has taken up football and usually functions as linesman
and he proves again and again his thorough knowledge of football by
helping the referee in his decisions.
The second eleven, captained by Dmr. J. Smith, lias also won some
good games, but the writer regrets hehas lost the accounts of all tie
last month's games. Frankie Smith still plays for E.14, and puts
up a good show every time. So much for that.
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are very good, 25 passing out of 26, all Young Hands passing, the
most surprising part being that our only failure (Pte. Good* tied for the
Silk Flag in our First Quarterly Test. Privates Young and Gower
tied for First Place in Classification and seven tied for second place.
Pte. Linkens being third. Now we are to have semaphore reading for
Privates Young and Gower to decide who shall have the Silk Flag :
also whose name is to appear on our Shield, this counting for the Second
Quarterly Test. Now that Classification is over it is hoped that our
Signallers know the use of the Potentiometer.
We have been busy getting ready for the Tattoo, Press
Photographers coming down here to snap us in our Blenheim uniforms.
Some of our lads did a film stunt in their tattoo kit, now some think they
are film stars, but unfortunately they do not get film stars' salaries ,
they have not got the faces for it.
We had the Regimental Sports on Saturday, things going very
well, "A" Group getting third place for the Harris Shield.
Mr. King, our Signalling Officer is up North with the Territorials
and we all hope he has a jolly good time.
In case Sell or Styles of the 1st Battalion should read these notes
thanks very much for the letter, and Mr. D'Arcy Symonds wishes to
be remembered to you. I did not see anything in last month's Dragon
Sell, unless you are Cobbler !
Fl A O S .
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Has Good sold his flags ?
Is the Fuller secret when you speak ?
Were the stockings washed before being used for cravats ?
How many visible points are there on the D.III. ?
Is it possible to use F procedure on the Fullerphore ?

Officers' Servants and Mess Notes.

I hardly know how to commence these few notes because we have
not done anything worth recording this month. The "casuals"
have just completed firing and dear old Jenkins crept home with a
steady old second. Congratulations to Andy on regaining the " guns "
he lost last year. It was a very dark night when Toms buried his
" guns," but it is the firm belief of the Domestics that Parsons must
have seen him, because he had them the next day. I am very pleased
to say that our Bung got out alright:  lie must have been thinking
about that tanner he lost.
We have been trying to select a cricket team, but as half
the Domestics always appear to be on parade it seems impossible.
Will wonders never cease ! Hambone was noticed on Battalion training
the other day, in the role of runner and to see him trotting after an
officer on horseback reminded us of that little story entitled " The Man
and the Onion."
The Tattoo appears to be taking up a lot of the Domestics' time,
some very mysterious objects in reds with pikes having been seen
floating about quite recently in barracks, one of which looked very
much like Daylight. We all hope it keeps fine for the Domestics who
are actually performing, especially Hudd and Hancock.
Who was the Signaller who said he " finks he will fail in ' feorv ' "
when the Classification takes place ?
Who was the Servant whose officer gave him 3d. to get his upper
lip shaved ?
Who is the dark horse at Cricket with his lefthanded googlies ?
Ask Toms.
Who was the C.S.M. who said " When you enter the Arena to fight
the battle of Blenheim, firty fousand people will be watching you from
the stand ?
S.B.T.
THINGS THE STAFF WOUI.D DIKE TO KNOW.
Who was the man who refused to go to the Depot and was the cause
at Blenheim House ?
Did Hossan know he carried a civvy suit and would he have won ?
Who was the man who, when told to tip the cues, knocked all the
tips off and put new ones on ? Ask the spare man.
Has Ned any more tips straight from the Horse's mouth ?
Did Woolley forsake the old love for the new ? or was it the ol.l
cook for the new ?
Does Bisto expect the staff to pay for his civvy suit and what does
the Staff think about it ?
O.M.

Signal Section.
On account of our usual Author being otherwise engaged, I as an
amateur, must take up the pen.
We congratulate all the lads on being successful in passing in classifi
cation and condole with Pte. Good on being the only unsuccessful one.
We wish to congratulate privates Gower and Young on obtaining
first place in the order of merit, which will be the lucky one for the
.Silk Flag, and suggest that they should get one each.
Sports Day has come and gone again and from a Battalion point of
view was quite a success. A few of the lads entered in the Company
Sports, but being unsuccessful, did not compete for the Battalion.
We hope we shall have better luck next time.
The majority of the section were lucky in getting Whitsun leave,
but all that lias past. We are now very busy getting readv for the
Tattoo, everyone doing their bit, taking part as privates or grenadiers
m "A" Regiment, also for a few days at Camp on the 27th of June, on
Brigade training.
H.GAV.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How does Deuce like being a bachelor and is his favourite flower,
Forgetmenot ?

Has Douglas started learning Point Duty, yet ?
How does Charlie's milk float run, and is the mileage greater than
the O.K. ?
Have they all taken a fancy to Georgie in his wig ?
How many spare dollars has Ginger got ?
We are all longing to know what our next early morning song will
be ?
When is our new A.l getting offered a stripe for the eighth time ?
When is Garfield visiting " Uncle" again and liow many times
does that make this year ?
When will Freddie and Bobby back a sure winner ?
Where has Bone's 39inch chest and 5 ft. 10 inches gone to ?

Groom's and Transport Section.
As we go to press we have nothing to enter in the way of Sports,
not even about a wellknown horse game (Polo), although the grounds
are so close, and we are always occupying our time in cleaning up, or
intending to change into mufti and forget to, and turn in, but not to
stables.
The Battalion held the Regimental Sports on June 11th. Con
gratulations to Pte. Smith on his good pull at tugofwar for "C"
Company against "H.Q." (B Group). We all thought he would have
to be pulled round, but he managed to do that himself after a roll round
the field.
,, .
We shall all be getting ready to depart to N.E. of Camberley, this
time next week as we have to carry out the Battalion training which
takes place from the 27th June to the 9th of June. (Roll on, the 9th).
But it cannot be as bad as it was with the 1st Battalion in Egypt,
with the heat and sand and getting up before you go anywhere, e.g.,
3 a.m. to move off at S a.m. Ask George of the first.
We arc glad to
see the 1st Transport are still alive.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What is all the talking about a saddlebox, for ?
And do they think it is safe to hold a safe ? Ask Kirby.
When is "A" Company Groom going to the races again 
Or does not he want to put in another indent yet ? (What for) ?
Who were the men who woke up Peter on their return from the
Tattoo ? Does the Q.M. Clerk know ?
Who is the new M.P. in the odd men's room ?
Is he an Hawk
Hurst man ? Ask Bills if he knows.
And Peter said " to what " ?
Did Stier frighten the Sergeants when they pulled the Officers or
were they making a charge ?
Will Bills have his usual cup of cocoa now ?
And what does he think when the Bills come in for a new pair of
boots? Is he letting the Jew's squad down ?
What is the meaning of " Anyone want soandso number i
Ask Wiles and Spencer.
Do thev play up the wall ?
What is the Transport mascot (Black and White) Spotted Dog ?
Is there any difference between a dozen and twelve ?
Which was"best for theSergeant on his weekend—reading, girls or
beer ?
Was Bills afraid of getting wet outside as well as in ?

" A " Company.
How time flies ! It seems that no sooner is one Dragon published
than the subEditor is shouting for notes for the next. Events follow
one after the other so quickly in Aldershot that it is difficult to keep
pace with them all. As you will undoubtedly read elsewhere, we
have all been kept busy rehearsing for the Aldershot Command Search
light Tattoo : in addition, each Company had a team entered for the
Evelyn Wood Challenge Cup Competition. Our team, under I,t. C.
Haggard and Sgt. Emery, did very well, but had the bad luck to be
disqualified for going a bit out of their route and thereby missing an
umpire
(actually the team marched 300 yards further than tliey
should have done). However, better luck next time.
During the month we made two attempts to get off our Company
Sports, but on each occasion it came on to rain hard, and they had to be
abandoned. We intend to have another try next Friday, and I hope
to be able to give a full report next month.
On Saturday, 11th June, the Battalion Sports were held on the
Command Central Ground, but of these you will no doubt read a full
account elsewhere. The Company, thanks to I,t. C. Haggard and
I.t. T. N. Penlington, did rather better than last year. At one time we
lopped the roll of fame, but had to haul down our colours to fourth
place eventually. Cpl. Saunders, I./Cpl. Kelly, Privates Nolan,
Kettle, and others too numerous to mention, tried hard in the various
events, but could not quite manage to pull out the " little bit extra "
required tq win. However, " 'Tis better to have run and lost, than
never to ligve run at all."
There are many things one would like to mention in these notes,
but I am afraid, for this month at any rate, I must hold them over,
owing to great pressure of work in other directions.
OLD TAWNEY.

No. 4 PLATOON.
Here we are again, all merry and bright, even if we have had nothing
but Tattoo Parades this last month.
Our gardeners are still going hard at it and the garden is now
beginning to look well, and it should do, considering the amount of
work and time that has been spent upon it.
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The first
event of the day was the 120 yards
Hurdles, which was won by L/Cpl. Salsbury, so taking
us to the top of the Flagstaff, with a lead of half a
point, Pte. Marsden, "B," made a good race of it and
ran second, while Lt. Penlington (a much fancied
starter) finished third.
L/Cpl. Trinkwon made a very good race of the
Halfmile, but failed to a better man in the finish.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Bell, "H.O..B."
The event to which everybody was looking forward
was the 100 Yards ! here we had our Spence running
against the "H.Q." ' Champ.' Bowman. It turned
out to be a grand race, as all expected it to be, but
strange things will happen—L/Cpl. Bowman won with
about one foot to spare. (The age of miracles has
not yet passed !) Still, we congratulate Bert on a
very well run race.
Then Spence started running : he flew round the
>20 yards and ' Segraved ' the 440 yards : Bowman
an very well and may prove useful in time, tie
gained second place in both of these events, the 220
yards being one of the thrills of the day.
 The 440 yards of the InterCompany proved that
Spence's previous efforts were anything but fiukes.
He passed a wellthinned out field like a Rolls passing
the Croniu Cycling Club.
The Mile track race seemed a rather tame affair,
owing to it being rather slow. L/Cpls. Bell and Trink
won had the race between them and once again our
expert secured only the second place. He failed again
in the sprint, a thing unheard of before this meeting.
We again tender our congratulations to L/Cpl. Bell ;
he ran to win and he won.
Of course it goes without saying that we again won
the TugofWar, pulling "H.Q..B." over in two pulls.
I am sure it is our coach that works the oracle every
time.
I need not mention that although heavily laden
with points, our Red Flag still floated first
from the
Regimental Flag.
Perhaps of all the events, the InterCompany
Second Relay Team Race was the best and most
exciting item we have seen for years. The team
consisted of Ptes. J. Smith, Burgham, Hobson, E.
Bersey, A. Smith, Inge, Cowell and L/Cpl. A. G. Baker.
Pte. J. Smith started and fell, but with a plucky
effort, ran well and handed over to Burgham, who
surprised everyone by pulling up about ten yards and
securing the fourth place, when Hobson took over the
baton; Hobson kept his place and handed over to
Bersey, who picked up one place (red now running
third). A. Smith then ran a good quarter mile, when
Inge took over and with a magnificent effort passed
three men to give Cowell on handing over a start of
a couple of yards in his half mile. This was
now getting very exciting, but Cowell kept cool and
handed over to our finishing man, L/Cpl. Baker, with
about six yards start. Baker (good boy that he is)
improved on this, for he was leading by 30 yards after
the first lap, and then took it easy and won with
a lead of about 20 yards.
Naturally this all goes to show the troops that we
breed 'em and we have got a young generation.
The points at the finish
were as follows : "C"
Company, 29i ; "H.Q.B" 24 ; "H.Q.A,"1H; "A"
Company, 9;~"B" Company, 6; "D" Company, 4.
Is it necessary to say that we had the pleasure of
receiving the Shield for the best company in Athletics ?
We were all delighted to see Mrs. Kennedy once
again, and "C" Company thank her very much
for presenting the prizes. Also we were very pleased
to see Mr. Foster Hall on the field, showing all of his
usual enthusiasm in Sports and his old Company.
I am now out of breath and will conclude by
congratulating the company as a whole, thanking our

Captain, Sports Officer and C.S.M. for their hearty
support and cooperation.
Before I finish I think everybody will join with me
in congratulating L/Cpl. Man on obtaining his Special
Certificate of Education.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who was the officer who asked the Evelyn Wood
Team if they had any rifles up their spouts, and does
he collect cigarette cards ?
Has Parsons got a Synovitis knee behind his right
ear ?
Do Synovitis knees lead to throat trouble ? Ask
our Joe.
Who is the N.C.O. who prefers pushing a.
perambulator to pushing a pen ?
Why was the second place in the Harris Shield
events so hotly contested ?
What right has Andy Man to sit on the ' Educated
Table ' ?
WORRAPS.

Corporals' Mess.
Tlie chief item of interest during the month was the Regimental
Sports, lt is superfluous to record here all the events as that has been
dene elsewhere. There was very keen rivalry between I./Cpl. Bowman
and I./Cpl. Spence in the 100 yards, 220 yards and 400 yards races.
In the 100 vards, Spence, finding himself about a yard behind How
man, jumped at the tape, but slipped in doing so : nevertheless, he
came 2nd. In the 22(1 yards and 4 10 yards Spence won by a short
head
Another outstanding thing is the way in which I./Cpl. Bell has
' eonte on.'" No one knew that he could run well, and this year lie
beat I./Cpl. Trinkwon, who is recognised as one of the best runners in
the Battalion, in the half mile and mile. I./Cpl. Good won the
Corporals' 220 vards Handicap. I./Cpl. Gary, 2nd and 1,/Cpl. Knight
and L'Cpl. Kefiv tied for 3rd place. I.'Cpl. Salsbury gave a good
display at lumping, coming 1st in the 120 yards hurdles and 2nd in the
high jump. A vcrv nice tea was provided on the ground bv
the N(A.A.F.I., ouite* a good selection of sandwiches and cakes being
provided and ices with which to finish up. Our thanks are due to
Corporals Martin, Richards, Strand and Allen for the way they worked
in preparing the marquee for the tea. We were the hosts to Corporals
of all Regiments who attended the Sports and had exactly 100 sit down
Ul The Cups and Shield, etc., were presented to the winners of the
Corporals' Billiard Handicap and Spoon Shoot at the conclusion of our
last Room Meeting. Each winner had to say a few words. 1 he
onlv one of note was I.'Cpl. Ivey ; when lie was presented
with the billiard cue and case he startled everyone by saying
that he considered that he had bought the cue himself. He
proceeded to explain that as the worthy President had pounced on him
everv week for Billiard monev, that he had even more than the value
of the cue. This of course caused a laugh. The proceedings finished
by everyone drinking the health of the winners which was paid for out
of Mess Funds.

Machine Gun Platoon.
A few changes have taken place since the last time \ve figured in
7 h>- Drai o». We have now got a Skeleton Section of AntiTank Guns
and also a Third Section of Machine Guns. Rumour has it that we
shall be turned into a Company on our own. We shall probably bench I
bv it but all the same, we should be sorry to lose our popular Company
Commander and C.S.M., Capt. Morgan, D.S.O. and C.S.M. Ambrose,
M.S.M. The antitank guns that we use at present are ordinary
i> P "uns brought up to the required weight by shot pellets in the
barrel casing and sheet lead round the tripod. Naturally we have got
the pick of the biggest men, with the exception of young Ginger Stone,
but he is a iollv good worker, which makes up for his size. The Old
Bean alias Oliver, is the Section N.C.O. and Crowliurst is also once
aain in the M.G.'s Everyone said the old antitanks will reduce the
'"corporation" of Oliver." I believe they are not far wrong. I,t.
Knocker is our Officer, and his opinion of the antitank guns is un
printable and his Sectioii N.C O. heartily agrees with him. In the
Regimental Sports we figured quite well. Sgt. Tutt won the best
athletes' cup which he thoroughly deserved. He won. throwing the
cricket ball and long iump and was third in the 220 yards race. What
surprised everyone u'as the way in which 1,/Cpl. Bell (Tinckle) has
improved. In "the words of the prophets or poets, he surprised all the
critics He won the mile and half mile and ran the 880 yards in the
relav in fine si vie. When it is remembered that he ran against a
recognised good' runner in 1,/Cpl. Trinkwon this is 110 mean achieve
ment
I./Cpl W. King also did very well and is a great asset to "HQ.
I! Group. He came in third in the 100 yards, 440 yards, throwing the
cricket ball, and ran the 440 yards in the Relay.
We congratulate West, Wheeler. Everest and Solway on being
appointed LanceCorporals. In West's case, it is for the second tune
of asking.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How can one march bv the right in single file ? Ask Tinkle.
Who was the N.C.O. " pinched " for speeding on his motor bike ?
and was he trying to pass a lady pushing a " pram" ?
Is the same N.C.O. noted for liis wig1
O.b.
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The Band.
We commence our notes with a fairlv good record of Cricket Matches
played during the month. Our first match was against the Employed,
the Band whining by 114 runs.
BAND.
EMPLOYED.
Harper, b Scott
15 Seott, b Nelthorpe
1
Rayment, c Wool ley, b Scott... 40 Hudd, b Shelton...
8
G. Smith, b Hanson,
3 Miller, b Shelton..
1
Shelton, b Hudd
27 Blencowe, b Neltliorpe
10
Neltliorpe, b Hanson
7 Woolley, b Neltliorpe
10
Henrickson, b Hammond
13 Hammond, b Shelton
1
Hewitt, b Scott
27 Brace, b Shelton
2
Mcl.ennon, b Hudd.......
0 Cpl. Stocken, b Shelton
3
George, b Hudd
0 Tallack, b Neltliorpe
0
Aruell, b Hudd..,
18 Toms, b Neltliorpe
5
Rawlings, not out
0 Hanson, not out
0
Extras
7
Extras
0
Total

157

Total

11

The Second match was against "B" Company; the Band winning
by five wickets. Neltliorpe, in this match, was on form in the bowling
line.
"B" COMPANY.
BAND.
Sirrett, b Neltliorpe
7 Harper, b Sawkins
I
Townsend, run out
0 G. Smith, b Sawkins
3
Sawkins, b Hewitt
23 Shelton, b Sirrett
34
Clarke, b Nelthorpe
0 Neltliorpe, not out
88
Sanders, c George, b Hewitt.... 1! Hewitt, b Sirrett
7
Hobbs, b Nelthorpe
10 Arnell, b Sirrett
0
Charlton, c Hewitt, b Neltliorpe 5 Rawlings, not out
16
Twyman, c and b Neltliorpe ... 3 Welch
McAdam, b Shelton
23 Brookman
,., .. , , ,
Eoad, b Shelton
2 Henrickson I chd not bat'
Gilbert, not out....
6 George
Extras
1
Extras
0

J

Total

91

Total (5 wkls.)

Neltliorpc's Analysis was:—Overs, fi;
wickets, 5.

Maidens

152

2: Runs, 20:

Our next match was won by 124 runs at the expense"of the " Downs
and Outs."
"D'fi AND O's."
BAND.
Cpl. Stocken, b Harper
Hewitt, b C. Hudson
52
Hanson, not out
Neltliorpe, run out
0
Spice, b Mel.ennon
Harper, b G. Hudson
50
Blencowe, run out
Shelton, not out.
30
Tallack, run out
...
Rawlings, run otit
0
Marsh, b Mcl.ennon
Arnell, b C. Hudson
5
Gosling, b MeLennon
Jones, b C. Hudson
0
C. Hudson, b Harper
MeLennon \
Brookman, b Mcl.ennon
George
not hat.
l
I". Hudson, b. Mcl.ennon
G. Smith
f did
Golding, b MeLennon
Henrickson ]
Extras
Extras
9
Total

22

Total (6 wkts.)

146

The Drums, in a Challenge Game, lost to us by an innings and 69
runs.
BAND.
Rayment, b Hudson
3
G. Smith, 1) Hudson
8
Hewitt, h Toms
31
Shelton, retired
114
Neltliorpe, b Pugli
33
Henrickson, run out
2
Rawlings, b Hudson
0
Barber, run out
3
George, b Spice
3
Calt, b Hudson
2
Diamond, not out
1
Extras
6
Total
First Innings.
C. Hudson, b Hewitt
Jones, b Henrickson
Field, b Hewitt
Roser, b Hewitt
F. Spice, b Hewitt
Whittington, b Rayment
Pugh, b Rayment
Pooley, b Rayment
Ray, b Barber
Drury. h Shelton
W. Spice, not out
Extras
;
" Total

206
DU (TMS.
5
1
1
0
0
4
17
3
0
2
0
7

Second Innings.
b Smith
b Rawlings
b Catt
b Smith
h Catt
b Shelton
b Catt
b Catt
not out
b Catt
b Shelton
Extras.

4
0
i 6
7
14
27
0
o
9
0
16
15

40

Total

97

Our next was a win over the K.R.R.'s Band team by 79 runs.
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BUFFS.
Harper, b Woolmer
Rayment, b Smith
Shelton, b Murphy
Neltliorpe, b Jones
Hewitt, b Roden
Henrickson, b Woolmer
G. Smith, b Murphy
Rawlings b Lawrence
Arnell, b Woolmer
McLennon, b Lawrence
Catt, not out
Extras
Total

10
13
40
37
22
10
0
1
4
2
0
12

K.R.R.'S.
Lawrence, b Nelthorpe
Murpliy, b Shelton
Rymez, b Shelton
Stevens, b Nelthorpe
Sgt. Jones, not out
Woolmer, b Nelthorpe
Roden, run out
Chapel, b Nelthorpe
O'Connor, b Shelton
Smith, li Nelthorpe
'league 1) Mcl.ennon
Extras

0
0
12
10
26
I
0
2
1
7
1
2

Total

62

141

In the Regimental Sports "A" Group came in third with 11J points.
The Band Representatives did well ; Bdsm. Nelthorpe was 2nd in
" Putting the Shot " ; Bdsm. Catt tied for 2nd place with 1,/Cpl.
Salisbury in the High Jump ; L'Cpl. Gary rail 3rd in the 3 miles' race
and 2nd in the Open Relay Race (2 miles).
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What made " Tom " sit on the doorstep, singing " C-aiul-C." ?
Will " Tannhauser's Overture" come back like the Proverbial
ad Penny ?
If one tin of tomatoes is issued (rumoured) between 24 men, what
crcentage of tomatoes and juice will " one man " get ?
CRUSADER.

The Drums.
Well ! These notes are rather hurried as the C.S.M. has just dragged
me out of my Sunday's " Kip," but I shall do my " worst " We have
been very busy this month with Searchlight Tattoo Rehearsals and
Battalion Sports.
I do not know what anyone else thinks about us in our old Blenheim
uniforms, but if Marlborough came to life again he would have a decent
old create at some of us. But according to talk we look far the best
of the bunch and do the best acting too.
I suppose there will be quite a few who will see the Show and they
can be assured of their money's worth. So much for that. If I were
to tell you what the items are I might be legged under the
OiTicias Secrets' Act.
The Battalion held their Annual Sports on the Command Central
Sports Ground here. The Sporting Side was splendid, but the show
lacked " life" : in plainer words (" FUN ").
We were rather glad to see one familiar face among the spectators
and that was Mrs. Kennedy, the wife of our late Colonel, and she kindly
consented to present the prizes at the end of the meeting. We wish
her what we have always wished, that a happy life shal lie hers.
We congratulate Bert Bowman on his victory over L/Cpl. Spence
of "C" Company who is a good man, thus making it a good victory,
his time for the 100 yards being ten and twotiftlis seconds. Bowman
also secured second place in the 220 yards and 440 yards. The Group
lost to "C" Company, the winners, in the TugofWar by two pulls to
one. "B" Group obtained second place and "A" Group third in the
total points, whilst "C" Company were good winners.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who won all "C" Company's medals ? And was he the best sports
man on the field ?
What has become of Harry's " Money Spiders ? " Ask " Razor,"
" Scissors," and " Blue Stone."
What sort of " Port" did " Alf " iloat into on Whitsunday ? Ask
Nutty and Don where they found him the next day. And as
" Swords " any likeness to white ports.?
Have Irish Hares got wings and two hoppers ? Ask "Percy."
And did he think our Barrel was an angel ?
Who was the Drummer who was told by a girl in Aldershot that
her sister did not associate with soldiers, and asked her for his chocolate
back ? Was it " Reggv" ? And what became of our worthy
" Richard " ?
He can ride a motorbike, he can sing, and he can tell a tale. Who
is lie and has he any more successes to his name ?
Can I finish right here ?
(Signed) A.O.F.B.
P.S.—This signature has nothing to do with Froth Blowers so you
need not ask us to " shoot our linen." It is really " Ancient Order of
Fife Blowers."

Wind Disturbers.
During the last, month we have been busy preparing for classification,
with plenty of reading and sending, finishing
up with classification
itself. We had some Helio aligning tests when preparing for classifica
tion and it was surprising to see the number of signallers who failed.
It looks easy ami that is all. It is hoped the old hands will not get
caught again. Anyway, after a few hours' practice they improved,
some doing them under the time.
We held our First Quarterly Test for the Silk Flag on 14th May,
1927, the result being a tie between Privates Good and Gower. There
fore, on the 23rd May, 1927, they both read semaphore, according to
rules laid down and Pte. Gower got the Silk Flag with a small margin
of half a point. (Hard luck, Good !)
We had Classification on the 27th May, and 30th May, 1927, under
Mr. O'Dell of the Royal Corps of Signals, 2nd Division. The result's
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are very good, 25 passing out of 26, all Young Hands passing, the
most surprising part being that our only failure (Pte. Good1 tied for the
Silk Flag in our First Quarterly Test. Privates Young and Gower
tied for First Place in Classification and seven tied for second place.
Pte. Linkens being third. Now we are to have semaphore reading for
Privates Young and Gower to decide who shall have the Sill: Flag 
also whose name is to appear on our Shield, this counting for the Second
Quarterly Test. Now that Classification is over it is hoped that our
Signallers know the use of the Potentiometer.
We have been busy getting ready for the Tattoo, Press
Photographers coining down here to snap us in our Blenheim uniforms.
Some of our lads did a film stunt in their tattoo kit, now some think they
are lilin stars, but unfortunately they do not get film stars' salaries ,
they have not got the faces for it.
We had the Regimental Sports on Saturday, things going very
well, "A" Group getting third place for the Harris Shield.
Mr. King, our Signalling Officer is up North with the Territorials
and we all hope he has a jolly good time.
In case Sell or Styles of the 1st Battalion should read these notes
thanks very much for the letter, and Mr. D'Arcy Symonds wishes to
be remembered to you. 1 did not see anything in last month's Dragon.
Sell, unless you are Cobbler 1
Fi A O S .
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Has Good sold his flags ?
Is the Fuller secret when you speak ?
Were the stockings washed before being used lor cravats ?
How many visible points are there on the D.III. ?
Is it possible to use F procedure on the Fullerphore ?

Officers' Servants and Mess Notes.

I hardly know how to commence these few notes because we have
not done anything worth recording this month. The "casuals"
have just completed firing and dear old Jenkins crept home with a
steady old second. Congratulations to Andy on regaining the " guns "
he lost last year. It was a very dark night when Toms buried his
" guns," but it is the firm belief of the Domestics that Parsons must
have seen him, because he had them the next day. I am very pleased
to say that our Bung got out alright:  he must have been thinking
about that tanner he lost.
We have been trying to select a cricket team, but as half
the Domestics always appear to be on parade it seems impossible.
Will wonders never cease ! Hambone was noticed on Battalion training
the other day, in the role of runner and to see him trotting after an
officer on horseback reminded us of that little story entitled " The Man
and the Onion."
The Tattoo appears to be taking, up a lot of the Domestics' time,
some very mysterious objects in reds with pikes having been seen
floating about quite recently in barracks, one of which looked very
much like Daylight. We all hope it keeps fine for the Domestics who
are actually performing, especially Hudd and Hancock.
Who was the Signaller who said he " finks he will fail in ' feory ' "
when the Classification takes place ?
Who was the Servant whose officer gave him 3d. to get his upper
lip shaved ?
Who is the dark horse at Cricket with his lefthanded googlies ?
Ask Toms.
Who was the C.S.M. who said " When you enter the Arena to fight
the battle of Blenheim, firtv fousaud people will be watching you from
the stand ?
S.B.T.
THINGS THE STAFF WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
Who was the man who refused to go to the Depot and was the cause
at Blenheim House ?
Did Hossan know he carried a civvy suit and would he have won ?
Who was the man who, when told to tip the cues, knocked all the
tips off anil put new ones on ? Ask the spare man.
Has Ned any more tips straight from the Horse's mouth ?
Did Woolley forsake the old love for the new ? or was it the ol.l
cook for the new ?
Does Bisto expect the staff to pay for his civvy suit and what does
the Staff think about it ?
O.M.

Signal Section.
On account of our usual Author being otherwise engaged, I as an
amateur, must take up the pen.
We congratulate all the lads on being successful in passing in classifi
cation and condole with Pte. Good on being the only unsuccessful one.
We wish to congratulate privates Gower and Young on obtaining
first place in the order of merit, which will he the lucky one far the
Si'.k Flag, and suggest that they should get oue each.
Sports Day has come and gone again and from a Battalion point of
view was quite a success. A few of the lads entered in the Company
Sports, but being unsuccessful, did not compete for the Battalion.
We hope we shall have better luck next time.
The majority of the section were lucky in getting Whitsun leave,
but all that has past. We are now very busy getting ready for the
Tattoo, everyone doing their bit, taking part as privates or grenadiers
in "A" Regiment, aLso for a few days at Camp on the 27th of June, on
Brigade training.
ILG.W.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How does Deuce like being a bachelor and is his favourite flower,
Forgetmenot ?

Has Douglas started learning Point Duty, yet ?
How docs Charlie's milk float run, and is the mileage greater than
the O.K. ?
Have they all taken a fancy to Georgie in his wig ?
How many spare dollars has Ginger got ?
We are all longing to know what our next early morning song will
he ?
When is our new A. 1 getting offered a stripe for the eighth time ?
When is Garfield visiting " Uncle" again and how many times
does that make this year ?
When will Freddie and Bobby back a sure winner ?
Where has Bone's 39inch ehest and 5 ft. 10 inches gone to ?

Groom's and Transport Section.
As we go to press we have nothing to enter in the way, of Sports,
not even about a wellknown horse game (Polo), although the grounds
are so close, and we are always occupying our time in cleaning up, or
intending to change into mufti and forget to, and turn in, but not to
stables.
The Battalion held the Regimental Sports on J une 11 th. Con
gratulations to Pte. Smith on his good pull at tugofwar for "C"
Company against "H.Q." (B Group). We all thought he would have
to be pulled round, but lie managed to do that himself after a roll round
the field.
We shall all be getting ready to depart to N.E. of Camberley. this
time next week as we have to carry out the Battalion training which
takes place front the 27th June to the 9th of June. (Roll on, the 9tli).
But it cannot be as bad as it was with the 1st Battalion in Egypt,
with the heat and sand and getting up before you go anywhere, e.g.,
3 a.m. to move off at 8 a.m. Ask George of the first.
We are glad to
see the 1st Transport are still alive.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What is all the talking about a saddlebox, for ?
And do they think it is safe to hold a safe ? Ask Kirby.
When is "A" Company Groom going to the races again ?
Or does not he want to put in another indent yet ? (What for) ?
Who were the men who woke up Peter on their return from the
Tattoo ? Does the Q.M. Clerk know ?
Who is the new M.P. in the odd men's room ?
Is he an Hawk
Hurst man ? Ask Bills if he knows.
And Peter said " to what" ?
Did Stier frighten the Sergeants when they pulled the Officers or
were they making a charge ?
Will Bills have his usual cup of cocoa now ?
And what does he think when the Bills come in for a new pair of
boots ? Is he letting the Jew's squad down ?
What is the meaning of " Anyone want soandso number ? "
Ask Wiles and Spencer.
Do they play up the wall ?
What is the Transport mascot (Black and White) Spotted Dog ?
Is there any difference between a dozen and twelve ?
Which was best for theSergeant on his weekend—reading, girls or
beer ?
Was Bills afraid of getting wet outside as well as in ?
LH.M.

" A " Company.
How time flies ! It seems that no sooner is one Dragon published
than the subEditor is shouting for notes for the next. Events follow
one after the other so quickly in Aldershot that it is difficult to keep
pace with them all. As you will undoubtedly read elsewhere, we
have all been kept busy rehearsing for the Aldershot Command Search
light Tattoo : in addition, each Company had a team entered for the
Evelvn Wood Challenge Cup Competition. Our team, under I,t. C.
Haggard and Sgt. Emery, did very well, but had the bad luck to be
disqualified for going a bit out of their route and thereby missing an
umpire
(actually the team marched 300 yards further than they
should have done). However, better luck next time.
During the month we made two attempts to get off our Company
Sports, but on each occasion it came on lo rain hard, and they had to be
abandoned. We intend to have another try next Friday, and I hope
to be able to give a full report next month.
On Saturday, 11th June, the Battalion Sports were held on the
Command Central Ground, but of these you will no doubt read a full
account elsewhere. The Company, thanks to Lt. C. Haggard and
Lt. T. N. Penlington, did rather better than last year. At one time we
topped the roll of fame, but had to haul down our colours to fourth
place eventually. Cpl. Saunders, L'Cpl. Kelly, Privates Nolan,
Kettle, and others too numerous to mention, tried hard in the various
events, but could not quite manage to pull out the " little bit extra "
required to win. However, " "lis better to have run and lost, than
never to ltqve run at all."
There are manv things one would like to mention in these notes,
but I am afrai.l, for this month at any rate, I must hold them over,
owing to great pressure of work in other directions.
OLD TAWNF.V.

No. 4 PLATOON.
Here we are again, all merry and bright, even if we have had nothing
but Tattoo Parades this last month.
Our gardeners are still going hard at it and the garden is now
beginning to look well, and it should do, considering the amount of
work and time tliat has been spent upon it.
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We welcome to the Platoon, Privates Jolly, Johnson and Phillips
and hope that they have settled down by now. By the look of things,
Pte. Jolly is a great black and white artist and is at present doing a
drawing of the Hull fishing fleet putting out to sea and 1 might say that
it looks very real.
Harold is thinking of taking over this little corner and lie was heard
to say, that if ever he saw anything in these notes about him again he
would kill the writer of it, so maybe someone else will write these notes
next month.
By the time these notes are printed we will have held our Battalion
Sports and hope that the Green Plag is higher up the mast this year
than it was last.
Hodgson and Bourne have settled down after their month's leave
and are both employed, the former in the bread and butter shop. He
seems to he putting on a great deal of weight just latelv. Bourne has
got the job of seeing that noone dives into Cove Pond" and forgets to
come up again.
We have got one of the boys back today in Chicken from the Wind
Disturbers, and he says he was sick and tired of dots and dashes and
longed for home.
CHILLY.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What did the Editor do with "A" Company's photograph last
month ?
Who got the Drumhead off Osborne one Thursday night ?
Does Jones think thai seven days' C.B. is as good "as an extra one at
home ?
Where does A. M. Phillips get to from six till nine everv night, and
has the Drumhead man got a rival ?
Is ChippSmith the bestlooking Queenie in his Tattoo Dress, as
he seems to have a lot of admirers ? Yet his charm failed him Whit
week. " Fall out, the Bungs."
What did Chipp salute the C.S.M. for and did it cost him a cigar ?
Why does Harold want to be our Scribe, and is it to get his own back
on an N.C.O. ?
We wonder if Haines was born talking as he talks all day and half
of the night.
Who was it who shouted out on Battalion Training : " I'm a
Lewis gunner, no kid," and did he get tired of carrying his gun ?
What was Phipps thinking of when lie asked if dead leaves grew on
trees ?
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Our Platoon Sergeant, " Bumper " Wass is seen sometimes in the
vicinity of the Q.M. Stores, dodging around corners and in hiding
behind bales and packing cases, and we see very little of him. Need
less to say, there is very little of him to see.
His secondincommand, " Coir," who resembles now the Queen of
Sheba, has many other pet names too, and resemblances, is taking a
very active part in the Drums, and we see him (sometimes) twice a
week, when he comes to draw his bread and meat and pay. He is a
cross between a Drummer and a " marriedpad " it seems. We have
various other minor stars whom we could mention, but owing to limited
space and time, I must only mention the principle one of our present
collection who is abnormally elongated, though we see very little of
him because he is generally stowed away, working as all cooks do.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Would " Coir " find it more reliable if the Drummer would sound
Orderly Sergeants through a megaphone ?
Do Jock and Walker imagine there is a (draught) Draft ?
Did Clifford win those rabbits ?
Did Jack Hobbs shake hands with Knobby when he presented the
willow ! ?
Does Fowler want a B.S.A. ?
E.B.

No.

5 PLATOON WANTS TO KNOW

If " Ice Cream Hot " can be obtained of Lyons, and when will Beach
give us a treat ! ?
When is Beaky going to smoke the pipe of peace with his neighbour,
" Indian," and would he prefer " Buffalo Bill " to " Sexton Blake " ?
The actual facts about Beach's sheep dog—and whether it had a tail
at all ?
Does a shower on the Sahara form Bathbrick, and if the troops
are detailed to collect it ?
What was the excitement when Tarling " spotted " " Lindenburg
flying from Australia ? "

No.

7 PLATOON.

Correspondent sprained wrist—no news ! !
" SHINY " 8 PLATOON'S CORNER.

" B " Company.
The chief events of this month will be reported in the Regimental
News, and there is no added interest by my repeating the same things
only from a Company point of view.
There is very little time to fit in Company Events though we have
almost completed them for the " Howe" Shield. I hope to make a
full report later when it is completed.
We were very much occupied some little time back in competing
for the Evelyn Wood Competition Cup. The Company did exceedingly
well, under the command of 2/I.ieut. Parry, but not well enough to get
us a place—unfortunately. We thank everyone who took part in it
on their keenness and endeavour to win. Better luck next year, we
hope. The lastjoined Draft has settled down nicely now, and we' are
very glad to find them all doing very well; 110 doubt the forthcoming
Battalion Training will put the final touches on them, and we shall not
regard them as anything other than just one of ourselves.
We are very sorry to note that Cpl. Peett and 1,/Cpl. Sirett are now
in hospital—the former we believe to be taking a rest cure.
We all took a very interesting view of the Battalion Sports which
took place 011 the A.C.A.A. Ground, on the 11th. We were very pleased
with the efforts of those who took part in the manv events, but we are
all very sorry that we did not do so weU as we hoped. However, we
still look forward to gaining our place as the first 011 the list in future
and with practice, we shall do it.
We are all working hard at present taking our various parts in the
Aldershot Searchlight Tattoo, and we are getting over primary feelings
and discomfort in wearing these historic dresses, and it is wonderful
to witness the picture which we all present, when fighting the Battle of
Blenheim, etc.
Soon we 9hall be 011 Battalion Training and we hope to be able to
settle down to some more interesting events as regards sports especially.
Time permitting, 110 doubt, we shall have a full report next time.

Having escaped practically scot free from "injuries" after the
publication of last month's notes, I am again " venturing fortli " to do
another edition of our "shines," and later, to withstand another
onslaught," I expect. In the " Howe" Shield the " sliines " did very
well and are, at present, " cocking tlteir chests." Keep it up, 8, you
can win it yet. (Warning to the other Platoons :—No tips to be taken).
At present everyone is in tlie making of tiie oldtime heroes of
Blenheim. Daily they may be seen floating around the countryside
like huge crowds of huntsmen. Many sore sides and aching jaws were
the aftereffects of their first appearance in their " reds." Their curly
locks and red breeches are of no avail, as regards " squarepushing "
yet, because, at the best of times, most of them are not good looking.
Having mentioned last month, about a songster (certified) in our midst,
I must now add another " bird " to his list. Certified, or not, we do
not know. According to the " music " trickling at times from his
melodious cavity, we wonder whether he lias two certificates, or even
three. No names " Smudger," no pack drill ! 1 !
We can all just
manage to stand the strain, thank goodness.
Having been presented with some of the last Draft from the Depot,
we find they have settled down wonderfully in their new quarters.
We arealways glad of a few new " shines," and they will be ably assisted
to climb the ladder, we know, by our dear old "Tug." Do not forget
that there is a F.M.'s baton in everyone's haversack. Having little
news to relate, and a bit of thought for leaving space for the other
Platoons, (what about it, 5, 6 and 7) I must slip into neutral (no offence
Broncho) and stand by till next month, as usual.
A SHINE.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is a " goggle " a new remedy for a sore throat ? Ask Bob. Perhaps
a dictionary would be as well.
When is Ned's birthday, as we do not like to see him wearing plain,
black garters " ?
Is Newcastle a County ? Now, then, " Womany Wose," don't get
"
watty wight away."
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Would a handsweeping brush be as well as an iodine brush for an
When shall we be "Flogging" our products from the Company
aching tooth ? There is plenty of room, at any rate. No names, no
Garden ? and who suggested we should spend a dav at the seaside oh
Smiths !
the proceeds ?
Are you REALLY " packing in," Bob ?
If our A/C.S.M. has settled down to married life vet ? We wonder 
"You naughty boy, Bobby, what will No. 14 Section do for an
what it feels like to be poor !!
interpreter if you do ? '"
Why it is Ned talks so much iii his sleep lately ? Could it be any
thing to do with the thrills of the " Open Road " ?
" D " Company.
When are we going to see our C.Q.M.S. in his cap and wig, or were
there no rich men m those days of old ?
I am afraid I shall have to apologise if these notes are short, but the
N.E.D.
usual excuse is rendered, pressure of work. My next notes will contain
the details of our Company Sports, as, at present, they have not been
completed.
BRILLIANT 6.
On 16th May, our Platoon football team (Sixaside) managed to
reach the semifinals, but got the K.O. there. Better luck, next time.
We are very sorry that we have not taken the opportunity before
No. 13 Platoon's shooting team got second place in the Miniature
in introducing ourselves in our monthly efforts, but having received a
Range Competition, after tying with another team.
little encouragement we are able to " splash the ink," hoping not to
Everyone
enjoyed the concert and all are looking forward to another
blot our Brilliance.
show like that.
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We extend a hearty welcome to Sgt. Larkin on joining the Company
from the Depot. He is at present doing " Host " in the Sergeants'
Mess.
The Company put a team in the Evelyn Wood Competition,
but owing to the failure of our section in being unable to Hit their target
the results were poor. Names and Photo next month, and shall I add,
Cup next year.
A letter has at last been received from Pte, Caines, who is in China
He states that he is well, and wishes to be remembered to all, also that
chopsticks are out of fashion.
We all wish C.Q.M.S. Bridgland and Mrs. Bridgland the best of luck
in civilian life.
100 YARDS.
... "H.Q."A Won by 1 ft. 3 ins.
... "C"
Time: 10 3/5 sees.
... "H.Q." A
220 YARDS.
Won by 4 yards.
L/Cpl. Spence
... "C"
... "H.Q." A Time : 24 sees.
L/Cpl. Bowman
L/Sgt. Tutt
... "H.Q." B
440 YARDS.
Won by 10 yds. & 15 yds.
... "C"
1. L/Cpl. Spence
... "H.Q." A Time : 55 4/5 sees
2. L/Cpl. Bowman .
... "H.Q." B
3. L/Cpl. King
880 YARDS.
Won by 30 yards.
1. 1,/Cpl. Bell
... "H.Q." B
Time: 2 mins. 15 sees.
2. L/Cpl. Trinkwon
... "C"
3. Pte. Bard
... "D"
ONE MILE.
Won by 17 yds. & 10 yds.
... "H.Q." B
L/Cpl. Bell
Time: 5 inins. 10 sees.
... "C"
L/Cpl. Trinkwon
... "D"
Pte. Wilson
THREE MILES.
L/Cpl. Trinkwon
... "C"
... "H.Q." B No time taken.
Pte. Walton
... "H.Q." A
L/Cpl. Carey
HIGH JUMP.
Height: 5 ft. 14 ins.
Lt. C. Haggard
"A"
L/Cpl. C. Salsbury
... "C"
Bdsm. Catt
"H.Q." A
LONG JUMP.
"H.Q." B Length : 18 ft. 1 in.
1. L/Sgt. Tutt
"A"
2. Lt. Haggard
"B"
3. Pte. Marsdcn
THROWING CRICKET BALL.
1. L/Sgt. Tutt
"H.Q." B
Distance: 92 yds.2 ft. 9in.
2. Pte. Bard
"D"
3. L/Cpl. King
"H.Q." B
120 YARDS HURDLES.
1. L/Cpl. Salsbury
"C"
Won by 4 yds. & 2 yds
2. Pte. Marsden
"B"
Time: 19 3/5 sees.
3. Lt. T. N. Penlington
... "A"
MILE RELAY (120, 220, 440, 880).
1. "H.Q." B
Won by 14 yds. & 50 yds.
2. "C"
"C"
Time: 4 mins. 6 3/5 sees.
3. "D"
Winning team : I,/Sgt. Tutt, Cpl. Riley, L/Cpl. Bell, L/Cpl. King.
Two MILES RELAY (4—220 YDS., 2—440 YDS., 2—880 YDS.
1. "C"
...
Easy win after a bad
2. "H.Q." A
start owing to an accident.
3. "A"
OPEN MILE.
Pte. Evans, R.A.M.C.
Pte. Crump, R.A.M.C.
Pte. Wakefield, R.A.M.C.
OPEN MILE RELAY (120, 220, 440, S80).
1. 2nd Dorsets
Won by 16 yds. & 40 yds.
2. 2nd North Staffs
3 R \ S C T.C
!Vinning Team
Lt. F. H. O. Wilsey, 2/Lt. L J. Woods, L/Cpl.
Frankum. 1,/Cpl. H. C. Partridge.
ENLISTED BOYS' RACE (220 YARDS HANDICAP).
1. Boy Barber
2. Boy Spreadbury
3. Boy Rayment
CORPORALS' RACE (220 YARDS.)
1. L/Cpl. Good
"D"
"H.Q." A Won by 6 yds. & 7 yds.
2. L/Cpl. Carey
3. 1,/Cpl. Kellv
"A"
L/Cpl. Knight
SERGEANTS' RACE (220 YARDS).
1. Sgt. Field
2. L/Sgt. Tutt
3. L/Sgt. Tomliu
LADIES' INTERCOMPANY RELAY (FOUR 50 YARDS).
1. "D"
2. "H.Q." B
3. "H.Q." A
Winning Team . Mrs. Tong, Mrs. Simon, Miss B. Simon, Miss Simon.
OFFICERS v. SERGEANTS TUGOFWAR.
One easy pull for the officers !
TUGOFWAR (Final).
"C" beat "H.Q." B by 2—0.
Winning Team: Lt. E. A. Airy, Sgt. Cronin, 1,/Cpl. Acott, L/Cpl.
Dolbear, Ptes. Fagg, Mansfield, J. Smith, Uffindcll, White and Vassey.

1. L/Cpl. Bowman
2. L/Cpl. Spence
3. 1,/Cpl. Carey

Beneath Bell Harry.
rI"THIS

month finds,
the
Depot, as it seems
to us, almost
empty ;
after the abnormal number
of recruits who were here
two or thi*ee months ago,
there appears to be very
little going on with only
three squads on the square.
From what we hear it is
unlikely
that
another
squad will be formed for
some few weeks yet.
The
great
event
recently, of course, has
been the Depot Sports.
The rain, as usual on
Sports Day, came down
hard for most of the after
noon of June 7th, but in
spite of this a very successful meeting was held and
Sergeant Marsh and the Talavera Squad are to be
congratulated on their success in winning the shield.
We were very pleased to see Colonel and Mrs. Findlay
with their son and also Capt. T. Cook and Capt. W. I.
Stone, who braved the weather to watch the Sports.
The cricket team is flourishing in spite of a number
of most unfortunate casualties which have occurred
in recent matches. Mr. Crozier was badly damaged
on the nose and eye in the match against Herne Bay
College ; Sergeant Smith had his hand split, fielding
a ball in the game against the Queen's Own at Maid
stone, and in the Faversham Gunpowder Works match,
W.O. Collins, misjudging a catch, was hit on the head.
It may be some little time before the last two will be
lit to play again, but we hope their return will not be
long delayed for we cannot afford to lose their services.
Results of matches played are as below.

J

V. IffTTLEBOURNE AT CANTERBURY ON 21ST MAY, 1927.
I.ITTI.KBOURNK.
DEPOT.
Capt. HammondDavis
Capt. HammondDavis, c
0
Mayes, b Hammond
24 c Young, lbw, b Coaster
32
Lieut. Crozier, b Martin
2 E. Newiug, not out
7
I,t.Penlington,c W'ood.b Martin 12 Blanksley, c & b Coaster
1
Cpl. Drake, lbw, b Martin
0 D. Matcham, b Coaster
Sgt. McNeir, e & b Martin
3 W.Martin,c HammondDavis,
b Collins
1
Major Jackson, b Hammond .
0
0
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, b Martiu.... 10 F. Mayes, b Coaster
W. Deverson, b Coaster
13
W.O. Collins, c Mayes, b
Hammond
46 A. Hammond, c McNeir, b
Coaster
0
Pte.Sparkes.c Newing.b Mayes 7
A. Fox, b Payne
3
Cpl. Payne, c Matcham, b
0
Deverson
14 H. Mayes, b Payne
E.
Wood,
c
McNeir,
b
Coaster
!
Sgt. Smith, not out
0
Extras
16
Extras
7
Total

v.

125

Total

77

HERNE BAY COLLEGE ON DEPOT GROUND ON

25/5/27.

DEPOT.
Capt. HammondDavis, c &
1) Pentecost
Lieut. Crozier, retired hurt
Capt. Mauduit, c & b Pentecost
L/Cpl. Watts, c Edinett, b
Pentecost
Cpl.Drake.c Hamilton,b Cadiz
Pte. Asliton, b Pentecost
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, b Pentecost
W.O. Collins, b Cadiz
Sgt. Smith, e Dias, b Cadiz ...
Pte. Bailey, b Pentecost.......
Pte. Sparkes, not out..
Extras.....
Total

HERNE BAY COLLEGE.

10
9
0

EWard,c Mauduit.b Collins .. 23
E. Cadiz, c Ashton, b Collins
22
R. Fenez, c Coaster, b Sparkes 10
R. Balding, b Smith,
1.6
7 T, Hamilton, b Sparkes..,...,..
0
17 C Pentecost, c Ashton, b Smith .7
1
7 N. Dias, b Sparkes
4
20 A. de'Fraits, c & b Smith
1 P. Sherwood, lbw, b Collins .. 12
4
0 T. Ward, not out
0
1 E. Edmett, hw., b Collins
Extras
11
2
9
83

Total

110
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v. FAVERSHAM ALLIANCE
DEPOT.
Capt. Hammond Davis, lbw,
b. Reeves
4
Pte Ashton, b Black
o
Cpl. Drake, c Rogers,'b Black
18
L/Cpl. Watts, b Black
15
Capt. Heyman, c & b Reeves
2
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, c Fuller, b
Black
0
W.O. Collins, run out
0
Pte. Sparkes, c & b Reeves....
2
Sgt. Smith, c Rogers, b Black
0
Cpl. Stubberfield, b Black
7
Cpl. McNulty, not out.
Extras.
Total

51

AT FAVERSHAM ON 26/5/27.
FAVERSHAM ALLIANCE.
R.Cramps,c Collins,b Coaster
0
F. Reeves, run out
20
F. Bassant, st Drake,b Collins 33
Rev. Frost, run out
16
W. Bevis. b Sparkes
3
J. Wrigglesworth, b Coaster..
6
E. Black, b Smith
2
E. Rogers, lbw, b Smith
2
H. Knowles, b Coaster
11
F. Cooper, not out
22
C. Fuller, c Ashton, b Collins.
6
Extras
5
Total

125

v. INVALIDS C.C. ON DEPOT GROUND ON 28/5/27.
„ , T
DEPOT.
INVALIDS' C.C.
Capt. HammondDavis, b
Major Farrant
15 McEwen, c Smith, b Collins .. 11
l te. Ashton, lbw, b Farrant...
0 R. Beaton, c Sparkes, b Collins 35
C'CPI. Watts, lbw, b Farrant
7 A. Peters, lbw, b Collins
12
Maj.Jackson,c Beaton,b Farrant 2 Leslie, b Coaster
0
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, c Beaton, b
J. Robertson, c McNeir, b
Peters..
3
Coaster
12
W.O.Collins.cMcEwen,b Peters 12 I. Begbie, lbw, b Coaster.......
4
Sgt.McNeir,e Robinson,b Peters 0 C. Bax, b Sparkes
13
Cpl. Payne, b Peters
10 Maj. Farrant, c Stubberfield,
Pie. Sparkes, cSb Peters
0
b Collins
3
Cpl. Stubberfield, not out
4 P. Strauns, c McNeir, b Collins 0
Sgt.Smith,c McEwen, b Farrant 2 J. Squire, b Sparkes
0
C. Palmer, not out
0
Extras.,
Extras
9
Total

59

Total

99

V. GOODNESTONE PARK AT GOODNESTONE ON 6/6/27.
DEPOT.
GOODNESTONE PARK.
Major Jackson, c Whysall, b
Homersham
17 R. Homersham, c & b Coaster
2
Lieut. Crozier, b R. Homersham 0 H.Hope, c Coaster, b Collins.. 11
T
L/Cpl. Watts, b H. Hope
7 G. Stickles, b Coaster
0
Cpl. Drake, lbw, b Homersham 6 J. Homersham, runout
17
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, c Whysall,
J. vSayer, e Dawson, b Coaster
2
b. R. Homersham.....'
0 O. Homersham, lbw, b Coaster 0
W.O. Collins, b H. Hope
0 F. Whysall, b Collins
1
Sgt. McNeir, b R. Homersham
0 II. Vckers, c Collins, b
Sgt. Smith, c Whysall, b O.
Sparkes
6
Homersham
29 J. Medgate, b Drake, c Sparkes 0
Pte. Sparkes, not out
12 A. Mount, not out
11
Cpl. Payne, b Whysall
9 J.Goodban.c Dawson,b Collins 0
Cpl. Stubberfield, c & b O.
P. Baker, b Collins
24
Homersham.
4
Extras
13
Pte. Dawson, b H. Hope
0
Extras
3
Total

87

Total

85

v. THE R.W. KENT REC.T. AT MAIDSTONE ON 9/6/27.

DEPOT.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
JIajor Jackson, run out
2 c Marsh, b Bett
Lieut. Crozier, b Dwyer
6 c Western, b Todd
L/Cpl. Watts, c Beasley, b
b Bett
Western
6 not out
Cpl. Drake, b Todd
27 not out
Pte. Sparkes, b Dwyer
0
C.Q.M.S.Coaster,c Western,b
Bett
21
W.O.Collins.c Western,b Todd
9
Sgt. Smith, c Western, b Bett
6
Cpl. Payne, b Todd
1
Cpl. Stubberfield, not out
0
Cpl. McNulty ,c S: b Todd
6
Extras
3
Extras
Total

87

Total

R.W.K. RECT.
First Innings.
Second Innings,
Pte. Bett, c Collins, b Coaster
0 c Jackson, 1) Collins..
Pte. Brett, c Payne, b Coaster 20 b Collins
Pte Todd,c Stubberfield,!) Collins 6 c Sparkes, b Coaster
Lieut. Western, b Coaster
5 b Coaster
R.S.M. Stroud, b Collins
9 b Collins
Maj.Whittv,c Drake b Coaster
2 b Coaster
Lieut. Petley, b Coaster
28 b Coaster
L/'C.Bascley.c Coaster.b Collins 3 b Collins
L/Cpl. Coppell, b Coaster
I e & b Collins
L/Cpl. Marsh, not out
3 e Stubberfield, b Collins
Cpl. Dwyer, b Coaster...
2 not out
Extras
7
Extras
Total

86

Total

28
4

6
.16
19

0
103

5
0
1
5

9
10
8
6
0
4
o
52

v. FAVERSHAM GUNPOWDER WORKS AT FAVERSHAM ON
11/6/27.
DEPOT.
FAVERSHAM GUNPOWDER WORKS
Maj.J ackson.c Spice,bMcCounell17 H. Creed, c Coaster, b Collins
0
Lieut. Crozier, o Sadler
3 A. Davidson, c & b Coaster... 31
L/C.Watts,c Fordham.b Jones 21 D. Spice, c Watts, b Coaster.. 13
Cpl.Drake,c Spice,b McConnell 37 H. Stevens, b Coaster
44
Lieut. Speed, b Jones
9 II. Sadler, not out
25
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, run out
0 A. Washington, b Payne
29
Pte. Sparkes, b Fordham
41
Cpl. Payne, c McConnell, b
Fordham
0
W.O. Collins, not out
5 Innings Declared.
Cpl. Stubberfield, b Fordham.
5
Cpl.McNulty,b Fordham
0
Extras
12
Extras
Total

150

Total

149

A Wliitsuii Boy Scouts' Rally was held ou the
Cavalry Football Ground, some 5,000 boys being
encamped in the Old Park. The actual rally, followed
by various displays, was most interesting and was
watched by a number of officers and men from the
Depot.
In spite of difficulties the Band is still carrying on
and a very fair number of engagements have been
booked.
The Cavalry Depot has now closed down and the
barracks are empty, the few remaining details being
attached to us. There are many rumours as to future
occupants of the Cavalry barracks and it is hoped that
it will not be long before a regiment is installed there
once more.
We shall soon be getting ready for the Past and
Present gathering on 13th and 14th August. We are
looking forward to seeing a large contingent of the
London branch of the Association, and we hope that
the local branches will be as well represented at the
Memorial Service as they were last year, when a record
number attended. It is proposed to hold a camp fire
concert in the Old Park on the evening of 13th August
for the entertainment of Past Buffs who may be staying
at the Depot and those living locally who have come
over for the cricket match. With a good attendance
and weather permitting, this experiment should be
a great success.
Colonel and Mrs. Bright, who were staying with
Major and Mrs. Norman at Ickhain for Whitsun, came
into the Depot on Whit Monday. It was most
unfortunate that nearly everyone was out that day as
we should very much have liked to see them.
The Boxing Tournament for the Talavera, Albuhera
and Vittoria Squads is now in progress, but will not
be completed by the time these notes have to go to
the printers so the account must be held over until
next month.
DEPOT SPORTS.
Team Events—Individual Winners.
HIGH JUMP.
(1) Pte. Hesmer, Albuhera Squad ; (2) Pte. Llovd, Talavera Squad 
(3) L/Cpl. Cunningham, Vittoria Squad.
Height : 4 ft. 9 in.
440 YARDS.
(1) Pte. Mason, Talavera Squad; (2) Pte. Harbron. Vittoria Squad
(3) Pte. Austen, Albuhera Squad.
Time: 1 min. 6 4/5 sees.
LONG JUMP.
(!) Pte. Sparkes, Albuhera Squad ; (2) L/Cpl. Ratcliffe, Talavera
Squad ; (3) L/Cpl. Hubbert, Vittoria Squad.
Length: 15 ft. 5 ins.
100 YARDS.
(I) I'te. Sparkes, Albuhera Squad: (2) Pte. Reekie, Vittoria Squad;
(3) Pte. Chapman, Talavera Squad.
Time: 12 niins.
ONE MILE.
(1) Pte. Ilawke, Talavera Squad ; (2) Pte. Norris, Albuhera Squad
(3) Pte. Austen, Albuhera Squad.
Time - 5 inins. 28 2/5 sees.
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HALF MILE RELAY.
(1) Vittoria Squad (Ptes. Tonge, Reekie. Harbron and Wardle);
(2) Albuhera Squad (Ptes. Sparkes, Drewitt, Norris and Austen);
(3) Talavera Squad.
OBSTACLE.
(I) Pte. Drewitt, Albuhera Squad ; (2) Pte. Harbron, Vittoria Squad;
(3) L/Cpl. Radcliffe, Talavera Squad ; (4) L/Cpl. Hubbert, Vittoria
Squad.
TUGOFYVAR.
(1) Talavera Squad, "A" Team; (2) Vittoria Squad; (3) Talavera
Squad, "B" Team.

Points for Inter-Squad Shield.
1. Talavera Squad
2. Albuhera Squad
3. Vittoria Squad

...

...

Total Points.
...
18
...
17
13

Open Events.
100 YARDS.
(1) L'Sgt. Marsh; (2) Cpl. McNulty; (3) Cpl. Clinker
Time: 11 mins. 1 sec.
440 YARDS.
(1) I,/Sgt. Marsh ; (2) Sgt. Onglev ; (3) Cpl. Clinker.
Time: 58 3/5 sees.
ONE MILE.
(1) Sgt. Ongley ; (2) Pte. Wilson : (3) Pte. Norris.
Time : 5 mins. 2 4/5 sees.
HIGH JUMP.
(I) Cpl. Clinker : (2) Pte. Ashton: (3) Cpl. Payne.
Height - 5 ft. lin.
THROWING TTIE CRICKET BALL.
(1) L'Cpl. Ratcliffe; (2) Pte. Laker; (3) Cpl. Clinker.
Distance - S4 yds.
LADIES' THREAD NEEDLE RACE.
(1) Mrs. Coaster : (2) Mr. Kennedy.
SACK RACE.
(1) Pte. Barlow ; (2) 1,/Cpl. Hubbert.
POTATO RACE.
(1) Pte. Potter ; (2) Pte. Catlin.
MUSICAL PEG®.
(1) Pte. Candlish ; (2) Pte. Bassett.
BAND RACE.
(I) Mr. Horwood ; (2) Sgt. Mortimer.
CHILDREN'S RACE.
(1) Miss Jones ; (2) Miss Mill; (3) Jim Tutt.

Sergeants' IVless.
Congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Smith on the
birth of a son (Frederick George) at Canterbury on
25th May.
Both W.O. Collins aud Sgt. Smith have been very
unfortunate in receiving injuries in recent cricket
matches, but we are glad to state that they are
now on the road to recovery.
Iu connection with the Kent Boy Scouts' Rally
here at Whitsun, Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M., assisted in
conducting their Sports, and his expert knowledge
was undoubtedly very much appreciated. As there
were about 5,000 encamped either on the Old Park,
Cavalry Depot Football Ground, or in the Canadian
Huts, Drill Shed, etc.. Rovers, Scouts, Wolf Cubs,
etc., could be seen in all directions, and the March
Past and Pageant held on Whit Monday was very
interesting. They evidently came here to enjoy
themselves—and did.
_
In the Depot Sports on 7th June, Sgt. Marsh is to
be congratulated on his Squad winning the Sports
Shield. He himself also took several prizes for
individual events, as also did Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M.
Mrs. Coaster (assisted by the C.Q.M.S.) won the
Ladies' Race, and Mr. Mortimer secured a prize in the
Band Race.
C.S.M. Howard, M.M., and Sgt. Marsh proceeded to
Colchester on 12tli June for two weeks' duty at the
T.F. Camp, with the object of shewing them how
soldiering should be done. They will also probably
inflict (if time permits) a few very original vocal
turns—both on aud off the parade ground.
Our worthy caterer—Mr. Follett—also proceeded
to Camp, he now being C.S.M. of the 4th Battalion,
"HQ" Coy. Mr. Jackson, the Garrison Electrician,
went as well, as O.R. Sergeant, during whose stay at
Colchester we hope and trust our wireless set will
behave aud not take advantage of its keeper's absence.

Owing to the closing of the Cavalry Depot
Sergeants' Mess, such dining members as are remaining
in Canterbury for the time being, together with the
dining members of the R.A.P.C. here, are now attached
to us. As all of our own members come under the
heading of " married men " a few attached personnel
are very welcome.
During the month Sgt. and Mrs. Larkin left us on
reposting to 2nd Battalion, where we wish them the
best of luck, and Sgt. and Mrs. Watson, to whom we
extend a hearty welcome, joined from the 1st
Battalion.
Thursday, 7th July, is the date on which we will
have our Annual Outing—circular tour by charabanc.
Corporals' IVless.
By the time these notes are published the Corporals will have had
their Annua! Outing to Southend, which is taking place on the 25th of
this month, so there should be some "breezy" notes for the next
The Depot Sports were held on the 7tli of June. The representa
tives of the mess gave a very good account of themselves in the Open
Events which shows as follows
Cpl. Clinker—1st, High Jump ; 3rd.
Throwing Cricket Ball. 3rd, 100 yards open ; 3rd, 440 yards open ;
also Cpl Payne, 3rd, High lump, and last, but in no ways least, our
coming sprinter, Cpl. McNulty, 2nd in 100 yards open. The weather
during the afternoon was not what one would call ideal, but it certainly
kept from raining. Tea for all was arranged in the Drill Shed. Cook
Sergeant Rowe still retains first place on the lists of caterers as he
certainlv arranged everything in style. All went smoothly except
for one'little item caused by the efficient service of the N.A.A.F.I,
being a bit behind time with the wads, etc., for the troops.
Our first Cricket Match of the season was with tlie 4tli Battalion
The Buffs, which resulted in a win for us. A great display of batting
was shown by Jackie who knocked up three fours in tlie lirst over of
the innings, a'lso making top score with 21 to his credit, but this was by
no means the only feat of the evening. Cpl. Payne, although swathed
in bandages, performed tlie hat trick at bowling. (Well and truly
done William). Tlie 4tli Battalion won the toss and took first batting.
CRICKET.
4TH BATTALION.
CORPORALS.
2
oa.pr i, Pavne
Q'1 Clinker, b Lienburton .... 21
Sufferv, b Drake
6 Cpl. McNulty, lbw, b Lien
I ott c & b Drake
1
burton
1
Capt' HammondDavis, b Payne 5 1,/Cpl. Cross, b I.ott
3
Wveborn, h Drake
0 L/Cpl. Kemsley, Inv
4
Lienburton, b Pavne
2 L/Cpl. Pitch, b Capt. Davis ..
9
Simms not out
7 Cpl. Wade, e & b Capt. Davis
1
Garl ue, b Pavne
0 L/Cpl. Smith, c & b I.ott
13
liarwood, b Pavne
3 L/Cpl. Watts, 1. Capt. Davis .
0
H Harwood, b'Pavne
0 Cpl. Payne, lbw, b Capt.Davis 11
A.N.Other, b Payne
0 Cpl. Drake, not out
3
3
Extras
„ .
Extras
4
Total

2*>

Total

70

BOYVLING :
7 for 16 Cpl. Drake
3 for 10
" We also placed the Recruits on the 5tli of last month and this match
was also won bv us, tlie scoes being
Recruits, 39 all out and Corporals
4 wickets for 118. We have yet to play a match with the Trained Men.
so we hope that their Sports Committee will soon start ambling around
and provide a match.
The dutv Corporals have fired their Annual Musketry and tlie
liidlest score for Lieut. Speed's prize at present has been made by
I/Cpl Pitch, his score being 108 out of a possible 120.
But the
imuloved N.C.O's. have yet to fire.
The following is a continuation of our Monthly Proverbs
\s we SBV it" Don't count your chickens before they're hatched."
Ys said "by few:—"It is decidedly outside the jurisdiction of
comnionsense for any intelligent individual of the universal community
a* the present modern period to attempt to enumerate the progress
of their ornithological investments previous to the entire progress of
incubation being successfully completed.
WE WONDER :
What will Chappo do with his young fortune ?
Who was the trained man who said Ins rifle magazine was corru
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Wliat'^s Jackie going to do with his third place prizes he won on

^''"wlierfwiil some of the members subscribe to this Column ?
MATHEMATICAL GENIUS.
Corporal (teaching degree method with rifle) -—" What is three degrees ?
tlrrr.iil
Arfasix, Corporal, arfasix.
AFCR
A.H.D.S.
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Drums, 4th Bn. The Buffs—Taken at Bareilly during the Great War.
Beneath Bell Harry—continued.
Trained IVlen's Notes.
During the last month we have had one or two events worth jotting
down aud sending to press.
We played tlie 4tli Battalion The Buffs and had quite an enjoyable
evening with them, at cricket, beating them by a few runs. Our
" Bill " nearly got his hundred (stout " fellah "), but his score, 87, was
certainly
certainlv " fair to fine,
fine." and not out, too . guess he had some beer
before the match.
Now comes our big event, that is, our outing. By the time this is
sent from press we shall have had it, and shall be well on the way to
scraping funds for next year. We are having a circular tour round' tlie
country and naturally we do not expect to lose Cocker this time. Let
us hope we have good (beer), no weather, for it.
Twelve of the smartest Trained Men in the Depot were sent to
Whitstable to attend the funeral of a Naval Crimean Veteran, Bill
Bulgiu got quite wwuly when an aeroplane dusted his cap during the
service. One thing that gave them an extra size in caps, was the
compliment given to them by the Adjutant for their smart turnout.
. Spotting the coming of the Derby, Spud Elvy got out his steed for
practice, but owing to it developing cobwebs on its legs (the horse's
not F,lvv's) Spud withdrew from the Derby, aud thereby lost a chance
of making some money. He is raffling still, though.
Sports Day was held oil the 7th of this month and what with the
rain and slippery grass the Trained Men could not get their " eyes
down," but they did not do too bad. Young "Tug" was second in
the Mile. Bob Conibrit ate too much dumpling that day and caught
a stitch in his tummy, and of course the Trained Men could not do
much owing to all of them being in the band. Most of the band
are good runners and " jumpers."
C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Coaster won first prize and Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy
won second prize in the Threadneedle race (we got our own hack that
way,.
The few Crusaders at The Depot want to know why they were not
included in the honours list given by Crusader Harper, and demand
an apology, else lie will stand us all drinks the next time lie comes to
Canterbury, for lost memory.

OW that we are at long last
1ST'
actually under canvas in
Middlewick Camp, Colchester, tlie

events of last month seem paltry
and far distant. There was
another brigade tactical exercise,
we believe, and much shooting,
a recruiting march at Alkham
and a guard competition at
Margate, but what are these
compared to the reality of being
under canvas and a battalion in
being. A memorable fact is that
just before camp we got up to
strength again—for the second
year in succession—mainly owing
to the very gallant efforts of
"D" Coy. For this they have
been granted the privilege of
marching at the head of the battalion during training.
We are a very happy crowd here. Although
having the worst camp site, we have made the most
of it and routine and training have now begun to really
go with a swing. Attendance is fair, 500 out of
a possible 636, but the season is really too late for us,
and many men find it impossible to get away. Two
or three officers are similarly situated, but we are 23
in the officers' mess, so have nothing really to complain
about.
Every day brings forth its particular items of
and interest. One day it is a noble presentation on
occasion of the award of a rare decoration to
sanguinary victory of the battle of Birchingtou.

fun
the
the
On
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another, an evening of strange, forgotten sports—tent
pole climbing, obstacle races, chariot races, chair
jumping and I know not what else : yesterday after
noon the sergeants were entertained to tea in tlie
officers' mess, who pulled the whole of them half way
to Colchester at the end o'f a tugofwar rope
afterwards ! This afternoon a team went down to
compete in the Essex Regiment's sports. Football,
both friendly and for the Harris Shield is in full swing,
while others are training for the Harris Shield Drill
and relay racing events. At least six hours training
is carried out daily, some of it most interesting and
efficiently performed, so that none can say our days
are empty or wanting in both fun and work.
This happy fortnight will soon finish.
For some
of us it will be our last, but it is the acme of our year
and we live every minute of it. Tomorrow closes the
first week, when a sad, I am sure, but regretfully large
party of eightday men entrain for their home stations
and get ready for work on Monday !

" A " Company.
MARGATE DETACHMENT.
We have all looked forward to Annual Training this year, and at
last find ourselves in Camp, and under we may say, ideal conditions.
Our numbers are 31, which is not bad considering the circumstances.
Everybody lias settled down to work with a determination that
characterises all Buffs abd are thoroughly enjoying life. We hope
Margate will do well in the Harris Shield Competitions, at least we
ought to in Football, seeing we have a very efficient Team, which was
successful in their first season in winning the Cup in Division III of
the Thanet Junior League. We shall at least endeavour to give the
other Platoons a run for their money.

" B " Company.
I,ast week an interesting shooting match took place at the Drill
Hall, Sittingbourne, on the miniature rifle range, between a team of
eight of the employees of the Cooperative Sports Club and a team of
tlie local Territorials. Mr. S. Foord captained the Cooperative team,
and C.S.M. Wood skippered the Territorials. Five rounds grouping
and five rounds application were fired bveach man. The match aroused
some interest amongst supporters of the visiting team, several of whom
were present to watch the match. Some of the visiting team had seen
service during the war, so that firing was by no means new to them,
although tliei were short of practice. There was some good shooting
011 both sides) and in the end victory went to the Territorials by a margin
of 51 points. The scores were as follows :—
Group. Applic. Total.
20
15
35
A. Riekwood ...
15
15
30
T. Tyler
10
17
27
E. Vandepeer
10
14
24
T. Foord
10
10
20
F. Vandepeer
10
9
19
P. Thorogood
10
9
19
F. Rose .
10
8
18
G. Godfrey ...
192
SITTINOBOUKNE TERRITORIALS.
Sgt. W. Watson
Sgt. R. Clancy
Pte. T. MacKevitt
C.S.M. F. Wood
Pte. N. Martin
Pte. L. Connell
Cpl. E. Lepper
Pte. F. Allen

...

...

20
20
15
15
10
15
10
10

17
15
19
18
16
9
7
7

37
35
34
33
26
24
17
17
243

After tlie match a few of the supporters who came with the visiting
team were invited to have a shot, and their shooting was very satis
factory. During the evening one of the old Volunteers came in to
watch tlie match, and afterwards he said he would like to have a few
shots, to see if he was still in his old prewar shooting form. So the
veteran had some shots at snapshooting and application, and to
the astonishment of everybody present, he scored two possibles. The
old Volunteer in question is Mr. J. I.eighton, who served for some
years in the Volunteer Force in Newcastle. He now lives at Sitting
bourne, and is a member of the NorthEast Kent Rifle Club, and
frequently fires 011 the Conyer range.

The match was followed by a pleasant time spent by both teams,
who were entertained to light refreshments in the Buffs' club room.
C.S.M. I'. Wood, 011 behalf of the winners, thanked the visitors for the
pleasant evening they had afforded them, remarking that the object
of these shooting matches was to advertise theSittingbourne Territorials
and try to induce young men to join up, for he was of opinion there
was 110 better training for a young man than that which he received
in the Territorials. C.S.M. Wood said that he hoped to be able to fix
up another match, and next time the shooting would be 011 the open
range at Conyer.
Councillor 1'. J. Jefferv, ViceChairman of the Sports Club, on behalf
of the visitors, expressed the pleasure that he and his colleagues felt
at being there that evening, to witness such an interesting match.
Everybody present, lie thought, had thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
He also thanked Major D. J. Dean, V.C., for his kindness in allowing
the match to take place there, and he was of opinion that the losers,
although defeated, had put up a good performance, considering that
many of them had not touched a rifle since the Great War.
An interesting evening came to an end about ten o'clock. The
arrangements for the contest were carried out by Sgt.Instructor
II. O. Freeman, and it is satisfactory to know that two recruits were
obtained during the evening.
All ranks of "B" Company express their deepest sympathy to Mrs.
Martin and family on the death of Mr. S. Martin. He was a pensioner,
having served 21 years with the Regiment, and was employed by Mr.
F. Lloyd,, Sittingbourne Taper Mills.
Sittingbourne Detachment welcomes Pte. II. Bills to our jolly
happy band and we hope that he will never regret the day he joined
11s. We still have plenty of room for more recruits at Sittingbourne.
The Company lias now nearly completed its annual musketry course
and special credit is due to all ranks for tlie keenness shown by them.
We hope to have exercised every man by the end of July.
The Company is now settled down in camp at Colchester aud after
special efforts a very good percentage of the Company from all our five
Detachments have been able to be present. Of course we have quite
a lot of younger blood in the Company this year, and credit is due to
them alf for being able to attend camp. We take this opportunity of
welcoming to the Battalion, Capt. Howe, C.S.M. N. Howard and Sgt.
Marsh from the Depot to assist us in our training. We feel sure that
they will be of great help to us. No stone has been left unturned to
make all ranks happy and comfortable and up to the present the weather
has been at its best.
Our monthly miniature range spoon sh.rots have been fired off for
the months of May and J une.
We all congratulate C.S.M. F. Wood 011 being the winner of the
May Spooii with a score of 32, and Sgt. W. E. Watson for June with a
score of 39. Sgt. Watson and Pte. Council had tied, but the former
proved successful when they shot off. Pte. Ravcnsdale was the winner
of the wooden spoon for May and Pte. Frost for J une.
During the time the Company has been in camp quite a number of
funny things have been heard and said, of which the following are a
selection
Who did Bill mean when he said, " Snakey will do linesman 011 the
Football field ? Ask the long fellow.
Who turned into bed in full inarching order 011 the first night in
camp, and was lie cold ?
Ask Old Bill.
Did the same old Bill refuse a wee drop of Ideal milk and rum ?
lias number 6281434 looked up K.R.'s yet, to see if we salute an
officer in civvies, and did lie try to teach our most efficient C.S.M. his
duties ?
Who required a packet of salts in camp ? Ask our Freddy. And
was he collared for Patrol Duty the first night in camp ?
Who are the young gentlemen seen leaving camp in their Oxford
Brogues ? Ask Tommy, Sherry, Joey and Bossel.
Who was the long gentleman in mufti in Colchester who thought
he was stronger than the lamp post and suffered a defeat ? Ask Tinnee
Munsey.

" C " (Weald) Company.
Camp is in full swing and aided by glorious weather a good deal of
useful work is being done.
Complexions are rapidly assuming a walnut hue and everyone seems
to be enjoying themselves.
There is keen competition for the marks allotted in Camp towards
the Platoon Efficiency Cups.
The Company football team was beaten by "D" Company in tlie
Harris Shield after a very good game, but our light weight was a great
handicap.
Congratulations to .Sgt. Neve on his promotion.
The St. Peter's Company of the Church Lads' Brigade from Folke
stone spent Wliitsun at the Cranbrook Drill Hall and we were very glad
to have tliem.
Capt. Hardcastle inspected the Lads 011 Sunday morning and they
put up a verv smart show.
A full account of Camp and the many " things " we want to know
will appear next month.

" D " Company and Headquarter Wing.
Our much lookedforward to Annual Training has arrived again
and we have been able to renew acquaintance with our comrades who
constitute our Company and Specialists. Out of our total strength of
200, we have five officers (Captains Coote and Bacon, and Lieutenants
Sherwood, Brooke and Cheney) and 168 other ranks attending Camp.
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Our first week lias been devoted to preliminary training preparatory
to Battalion and Brigade Training next week, and we have already
reaped great advantage in being able to train in much larger numbers
than we can obtain 011 Drill nights at our Home Stations. We cannot
express how greatly we are indebted to Captain Howe, C.S.M. Howard
and Sgt. Marsh from our Regular Depot who have imparted to us the
uptodate methods of Drill and Field Training, such assistance is
worth " its weight in gold " to us.
Our recruits have also received valuable instruction from C.S.M.
Follett, our "H.Q." Sgt.Major, and from what we have seen up to the
present, our trained men have got to look sternly to their laurels if
they do not wish to be beaten in smartness and discipline by the young
soldiers.
The Drums under Sgt. Drummer Tripp have once again proved
an enormous success and we are more than ever satisfied that they are
in a position to beat any other Corps of Drums in the Territorial Army
and will lie able to hold their own with a very large number of Regular
Corps of Drums. The continuous combined training that they are able
to receive at. Camp assists them immensely to carry out their engage
ments whilst at Home Station.
The Machine Gunners all turned up with tiie exception of two,
whose business prevented them, and are busy delving into the mvsleries
of indirect fire witli the valuable help of the Rifle Brigade." It is
rumoured that they keep the Camp awake at night stripping locks,
etc. !!
The FlagWaggers have also been given great help by the Regular
Instructors and have shown immense energy and keenness, so much so
that they have been noticed to be doing extra parades off their own
" bat." It is earnestly hoped that they will keep up this enthusiasm at
Drills after Camp. Owing to the recent illness of Sgt. Anselt he was
unable to lie present this year and was greatly missed, not onlv bv the
Signallers, but by the whole Company. Corporal Harrison deputised
for Sgt. Ansell and it was mainly due to his fund of energy that the
whole of the Signallers followed liis example.
Football for the Harris Shield lias commenced. "A" Company being
drawn against "B" and "C" against "D." "C" and "D" played their
match off yesterday, the result being 7 goals to 2 in favour of "D."
For "D," Ridgewcll was top goal scorer with I goals, Pascall 2 and
Thompson 1. The game throughout was very enjoyable indeed and
was played 111 a thoroughly sporting manner indeed, on both sides.
In the first half there was very little to chose between the two teams,
the score being 2all at the interval, but on changing over, "D" obtained
the advantage of having the sun and wind behind them and thereby,
a superiority over their opponents. "D" Company could not wish to
meet a more sporting team than "C" Company's eleven. The match
between "A" and "B" resulted in a draw of Iall and is to be played off
at the first opportunity to see which of them is to nlay against "D" in
the Final. Whichever it is, we feel sure of a fine "clean game and we
hope the best team will win. W'c hope in the August issue, tc give a
full report of the Final.
Owing to the large numbers in our Company, our Staff Sergeaut
Major, assisted by tlie two C.Q.M.S.'s has been up to his eves in ad
ministrative work as well as parades.
Tomorrow we commence our more strenuous training and so we
must take respite now from our journalism in order to fit ourselves
for the more Serious work ahead.

J

The 7th Battalion.

WONDER when .Sammy Martin, now with the
1st Battalion finishes his time, so as to join the
Past and Present with the 7th ?
Everyone of the old 7th was pleased to see Ted
Lamb's smiling face at the London Branch meeting.
I think he was trying to keep one down. Also two of
the old boys rolled up to become members. If we
keep 011 like this we shall have the 7th 011 parade again !
SOMEWHERE ON THE SOMME, 1917, with the
7tli Buffs.
WITH APOLOGIES TO SGT.MAJOR W. BRETT.
PART I.
"C" Coy. in dugouts in reserve. Time: 8 p.m.
Topic of conversation : " I wonder when we are being relieved ? "
Orderly Sergeant, shouting : " Turn out for digging fatigue."
Voice from dugout: " Aint we going to get relieved, Sergeant ? "
Sergeant: "No! We've got to fill in a disused trench behind the
front hue.
Sergeant, with officer waiting: "Come along there—look sharp and
turn out."
Voice from dugout (Private Brown): " Can't find my blooming tin 'at
Sergeant."
Sergeant: " Never mind—shove yer canteen on, it'll lit just the same.
Officer-in-Charge: "All ready, Sergeant?
("Yes, Sir ). Officer" Right O ! lead on in front and every man take a shovel off the
dump as he passes.'
Officer: " Here we arc, Sergeant—tell the men not to smoke or talk
whilst f go over and have a look round."
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Officer returns—Standing on fire-step, yells out: " Bring them up here,
Sergeant, but don't make a noise."
Private Brown to Private Jones and others, talking in normal voices :
" Fancy hollering out like that—'e'11 get us shelled to blazes."
Sergeant: " Stop that talking there—do vou think you're home
round the fire—do you want to get us all shelled."
Private Brown (whispering to Private Jones): " Come—get up. What's
a matter—windy ? "
Officer to Sergeant: " Here's the trench we have to fill in. Get the
men to work as the quicker it's done, the quicker we get back "
[" Vercy" light and "Star" shells turn night into day. Troops
working and talking as hard and as quietly as possible.]
Officer and Sergeant (together) : " Stop that talking !"—Whizz !—
Bang !—Crash !
Officer (alarmed at shelling): " Pass the word, Sergeant, everyone get
back to the trench."
[.Followed back to trench by an escort of wizz-bangs and five nines.
I rench reached and all huddle as close as possible to the bottom.]
Private Brown who has dropped his tin hat in the scuffle :" Who's got my
helmet ? "
Private Jones (huddled in front): " I don't know. What's yer got the
wind up for ? "
Private Brown : " Who's got tlie wind up ? "
Private Jones: "You have."
Private Brown : " I wish we were out of this, I'd show you whether
I've got tlie wind up."
Officer : "Sergeant, when this shelling stops I think we'll get back to
the dugouts. I believe they've got us spotted and it will not bi
safe to finish the work tonight."
[Dugouts reached. Private Jones asks leave to go back and put his
shovel on the dump, as he hail forgotten it.]
PART II.
SCENE IN DUGOUT.
Occupants—No. 11 Platoon—"C" Company.
Private Brown to other occupants : " I don't know what was the matter
with Jones, but he didn't half have the windup tonight."
Private Jones returns : " What's the matter with you, Brown, talking
behind a bloke's back ?—it's you that liad the windup—not me."
Private Brown : No ! it was you."
Private Jones (interposing): " Well, come outside and we'll soon settle
it."
Private Brown : " Come on, then."
[All turn out, eager of something doing.]
Pte. Jones to Private Brown: " There ain't much room here; where
shall we go ? "
Private Brown : " Over the top."
Private Jones : " Alright—come 011."
[Over go Brown and Jones whilst the rest of Platoon line the parapet as
spectators.]
Is/ Round.—Seconds out of ring—time. End of first round after
15 minutes fighting.
Both have big eyes and mouths full of mud.
Rounds of applause from spectators—and advice.
2nd Round.—Private Brown lands a fine straight left and drops
Jones into a shell hole. Great cheers by spectators.
Fritz shows appreciation by giving Bang; Bang; Bang;
Screeches, whines, trench mortars, " Verey " lights, etc., etc.
Rush of spectators bach to dugout dragging the unconscious Jones
with them through the mud.
Shelling finished—Sergeant-Major
arrives at door of dugout: " Who
caused that straff ? "
Private Jones—(now conscious) pointing to Private Brown: "lie
did."
Sergeant-Major to Brown : " How did you do that, Brown ? "
Private Brown : " When X Hit him they heard it in Berlin, and Jerry
got the wind up."
Sergeant-Major: " Both of you for Orderly Room when we get out cf
the line."
PART III.
ORDERLY ROOM—7TH BUFFS.
Sergeant- Major: "SHUN!! Caps off 11 Quick MARCH ! ! (Left
Right, Left Right, left). IIALT—RIGHT TURN !! Get those
hands back."
Commanding Officer: " Charge is putting shells down the chimney oi
tlie SergeantMajor's dugout—causing liiiu to get the wind up and
take an extra tot of rum." 14 DAYS C.B.
[Departure of Privates Brown and Jones to nearest estaminet, sinsins
Oil ! Oh ! Oh ! it's a lovely war."l
J. W. DAVIS.

Territorial Army.
Examinations of Officers for Promotion.
It has been decided to raise the qualifying standard
in all the practical examinations for the promotion of
officers of the Territorial Army, Regular Army Reserve
of Officers and Territorial Army Reserve of Officers,
from '3 to 5 of the maximum marks allotted. This
change will take effect from the 1st January, 1928;
but the qualifying standard in the Territorial Army
Officers' voluntary written examinations (Regular
Army papers) will remain at "3 of the maximum marks
allotted.
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Mrs. Smithers.
(ON VOTES FOR FLAPPERS).

N

O mv dear Mrs. Scrubbers. As I was saying,
there are some good points about giving them
young girls votes, but there's a lot to be said against it.
Now, if they would only use the vote hintelligently
my dear—as me and you would do—what a great
thing it would be for the country !"
" Well, Mrs. Smivvers—if yer leaves yerself in yer
'usbaud's 'ands yer won't go far wrong. I'd not know
the best man to vote for but I knows Mr. Scrubbers
would. I knows nothing about them Labour, Liberal
or Conservatives candidates that puts up for the 'ouse
of Commons at elections."
" It's hextraordinarv Mrs. Scrubbers, to 'ear yer
say so. I'll tell yer all about 'em. As I was asaying,
there are men and women that votes for Labour and
more Labour tliats never done an 'ard days work in
their lives. What would yer call a woman who, after
Spending twelve hours at the wash tub, voted for more
Labour. I've done lots of 'ard labour in my time my
dear without 'aving any more of it."
" What prison was yer in, Mrs. Smivvers ?"
" Prison ! Whatever are yer talking about, Mrs.
Scrubbers. Please bear in mind that I have never
been in prison. If yer wants me to explain the voting
question I takes it" yer'll let me 'ave a word to say
sometimes—as I was asaying Mrs. Scrubbers,
I remembers a man getting up and shouting ' What
we men want is Labour ' so I answers 'im and shouts
' What we women want is rest.' Then the impudent
mongrel 'ad the cheek to yell back ' Go 'ome and die.'
" I agrees wive yer, Mrs. Smivvers. No Labour
candidates for me, and I'll tell Mr. Scrubbers. 'E
don't like Labour 'e don't—not of course, if 'e can
dodge it my dear."
" Then we 'as them people that calls themselves
Liberal. Why my dear Mrs. Scrubbers, they're the
very sort of blokes that wouldn't give me or you the
dirt orf their 'ands after washing 'em—not that I would
take it Mrs. Scrubbers. Calls themselves Liberal just
to get yer vote while they give yer nothing. \V hat
'ave they ever given me aud you or Mr. Smivvers and
Mr. Scrubbers. Why. nothing ! Then again, my
dear ; say yer did give one of them chaps yer vote :
well, yer old man would ask yer for a pint and when
yer refused would say ' Call yerself Liberal, does yer.'
Oh do be careful what yer're doing, Mrs. Scrubbers.'
" I'm very careful, Mrs. Smithers. Yer know when
I was a young girl maid
"
" A what, Mrs. Scrubbers ?"
" A girl maid, my dear. As I was telling yer—when
I was a girl maid in service, I walked one morning
straight into my master's room with 'is early cup of
tea without knocking 011 the door. Oh—'e was
annoyed. 'E says, ' Mary, never you do that again :
I might 'ave been in the barf '." Well that 'as always
made me careful, Mrs. Smivvers and I never took 'im
up a cup of tea afterwards without first looking through
the key'ole."
" I entirely agree, Mrs. Scrubbers—I always did it
myself and its no more than yer'd expect them to do
to you ; nothing like alooking before yer leap. Now
my dear, they 'as what are called Conservatives. Oh,
my dear, they are stuck up ! They wants the vote of
every woman they sees. They comes round the
married quarters akissing the babies and touching
the mothers under tlie chin and say ' What a dear little
little thing '—meaning the baby, of course, Mrs.
Scrubbers—and when their own kid cries at 'ome they
say ' Shut up yer little devil.' "
Then we 'as them Socialist candidates my dear.
They're simply 'orrible in the more we are together
stunt—

" The more we are together—together—together,
The more we are together—the richer I will be.
Your money's my money—my money's my money,
The more we get together—the poorer you will be."
" Well, I reckons Mrs. Smivvers, my old man's a
born Socialist as 'e believes in ' what's yours is mine
and what's mine's me own.' "
" Yes, 'e might be Mrs. Scrubbers, so far as you
are concerned, but it all shows 'ow difficult this
question of votes for flappers
is my dear. Look at
Mrs. Mop's daughter—brazing young hussy. Always
stuck in the pictures making eyes at Charlie Chaplain
or 'anging about wiv drummer boys, stuffing 'erself
with wads and chocolate. Now, if she walked out
with a real soldier, I'd 'ave nothing to say my dear.
Yet she's old enough to 'ave a vote, Mrs. Scrubbers.
No ! the modern girl is no good for the vote—she gets
up when lights out sounds and goes to bed at Reveille
until breakfast time.
" We'll look after yer job they said when the war
broke out, and they've looked after it ever since. No
wonder, my dear, them 'eroes that went to fight are out
of work or sitting in a back room nursing the baby.
See 'em in the City Orfices, aperched 011 'igli stools,
with lipsticked lips, powdered faces, bobbed air, short
knee skirts, flesh stockings and Charleston shoes, the
admiration of 110 one except the liorfice boy, a flopping
about wiv a typewriter, or drinking tea and 'umming
jazz tunes. Tliem girls are to 'avejthe vote, my dear.
All day in an office and all night jazzing—gawd 'elp
the married women of old England when them flappers
'as the vote !"
" I agrees wiv a lot yer says, Mrs. Smivers, about
the red lips and blackened eyebrows. Yer know, Mr.
Scrubbers came 'ome the other evening with 'is face
red and black all over.
Oh, it did frighten me.
' What's yer been doing ?' I says to 'im. ' Why,
fighting, of course, fighting ' he answers, but I didn't
believe 'im Mrs. Smivvers."
" No, yer can't trust the men these days " replied
Mrs. Smithers, " and that's why us women my dear
should all 'ave the vote. All march together like an
army : what a force, my dear we would be in the
country."
" Yes, Mrs. Smivvers. We'd demand that each
married woman in the Army 'ad a copper in the
quarters."
" My dear Mrs. Scrubbers—no such thing. We
women iu the Army aint Cooks yer know."
" I means to do the washing in, Mrs. Smivvers.'
" O h , I sees. Then I agrees wiv yer, iny dear.
Besides, if we 'ad the vote we'd see that 110 man in the
Army 'ad more than one wife."
" More than one wife, Mrs. Smivvers ? I'm sure
they don't allow that. My 'usband ud be the very first
to put 'is foot down."
" O h yes they do, Mrs. Scrubbers. I t s done so
quietly my dear. I 'eard Mr. Smivvers atelling Mr.
Smiff "'e 'ad two 'ousewives ; one 'e kept at 'ome was
all full of pins and needles—that was me I expect, my
dear and the other was made up of buttons, cotton
and silk thread. I'd like to find that beauty, Mrs.
Scrubbers : I'd give 'er cotton and silk—some flapper
1 'spose th'll 'ave the vote before long."
Continued in September).
J.E.

How t o g e t " T h e D r a g o n . "
PVR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription arc
1 year 8/-, 6 months 4)-, 3 months 2/-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure,
1/4/26—31/3/27.
PAST AND

PRESENT ASSOCIATION.

RECEIPTS.

£ s. d.
168 9 11
139 1 6
5 11 0
36 18 6
0 3 0
0 8 6

On hand, 1426 ...
Subscriptions
Ties, Ilat Bands, Badges
Past and Present Dinner
Short Histories
History
Subscriptions—Australian v. Kent
Cricket Match
Christmas Cards ...
Sale of " Keckewicli of Kimberley '
per Hon. Treasurer Bulls History
Donations—Toronto Party
Photographs—Toronto Party
Transfer from The Dragon
Transfer from Benevolent Fund
Cheques Returned...
Dividends on Investments
Bank Interest

19
1

0
4

6
6

35 0 0
372 12 0
1 4 0
300 0 0
150 0 0
0 3 6
6 16 0
4 3 10

EXPENDITURE.

Salaries :—
Secretary
Others
Clerks' Bonus (2 years)

d.
300 0
92 17
... 10 0

402 17

Annual
Grant
Regimental
Agency
Postmaster-General
Telephone
Telegraphic Address

15

THE

PAST

AND

0

6
0

27
2

29
62
8
2
1
26
5

Printing and Stationery
Coal and Oil
District Representatives' Expenses
Photographs—Toronto Party ...
Badges
Ties
Expenses—Visit of Boys for The
Duke of York's School
Fast and Present Dinner
Repairs to Typewriter ...
Adjutant Depot Part Expenses
Annual Memorial Service ...
8th Battalion's representative at
24th Division Memorial
Passport—per Cook & Son
History
Travelling Expenses—Toronto
Visit
Presentation in connection with
Toronto Visit
Auditor
Travelling Expenses
Australian v. Kent Cricket Match
7 National Savings Certificates
Cheques ...
Petty Cash :—
Postage
Office Cleaning...
Australian Cricket Match
Ashford Branch
Sundries
On hand

7
0
0
16
16
0

9

—

15 3
16 11
14 11
15 6
4 0
6 0
14 9

4 18
43 8
1 10

1
0
0

10

0

0

4 10
0 10
0 8

0
0
6

351

Balance
£1240 16

I s. d.

0
6
0

9

7

20 19
5 5
13 1
11 0
5 12
1 0

0
0
0
0
0
0

4
164

0
0

0
3

,£1240 16

9

PRESENT ASSOCIATION.

BALANCE SHEETS.
LIABILITIES.

Sundry Creditors
Unpreseuted Cheques
Balance Credit

£ s. d.

1 0
0 14
3o9 0

7'
0
6

ASSETS.

100 5% War Loan, 1929/47
£100 3 A % Conversion Loan
Cash at Lloyds Bank
. Cash in hand
Sundry Debtors
Stock in hand

<360 15

I s. d.
164
2

0
0

/ s. d.
101 17 6
75 a 6

3
2
 166 14
0 10
16 10

5
0
8

£360 15

1

1
Struck on 31st March, 1927.
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THE

BENEVOLENT

FUND.
EXPENDITURE.

RECEIPTS.

£ s. d.

664 10
On hand, 1426
177 0
Donations
37 8
Proceeds J umble Sale
5 0
Donations re J umble Sale ...
27 15
Loans refunded
President Regimental Institution Depot—
14 17
Proceeds of Concert
Special Donations Christmas Pudding Fund 19 13
United Services Trustee :—
Interest on the Buffs Regimental and the
3rd Battalion Funds, also Dividends
515 14
on Investments
25 19
Refund Income Tax
12 1
Bank Interest

5
7
8
6
0
6
6

4
4
2

£ s. d.
Grants and Loans
Pensions, April, July, Oct., 1926
and J anuary, 1927
1st Battalion—for local cases
2nd Battalion—
do.
Ashford Branch per Cowell
Hire of Hall for Jumble Sale ...
Dover Gordon Boys' Orphanage
Christmas Puddings
Expenses of Funeral of Sgt. Sweet
Past and Present Association
Cheques ...
Petty Cash :—
Small grants ...
...
... 37 2 9
Jumble Sale ...
...
...
0 13 6
Sundries
...
...
...
0 2 10
On hand
...
...
...
2 0 11
Balance ...

1500
THE

1

£ s. d.

643
236
20
20
10
0
7
19
0
150
3

0
0
0
0
10
10
18
13
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
4
7
0
0

40 0
348 19

0
2

1

0

£1500

0

9 11

BENEVOLENT FUND.
BALANCE SHEET.

LIABILITIES.

£ s- d-

9
4667

0
1

0
0

£4676

1

0

Unpreseuted Cheques
Balance Credit

ASSETS.

£ s. d.
£ s. d.
1986 11 3
£1,950 5% War Stock, 1929/47
£500 5% Nat. War Bonds, Sept.,
1928
527 10 0
£450 5% Nat. War Bonds, Apl.,
1928
474 15
£100 5i% Treasury Bonds, 1930
101 15
£742 12s. Od. 41% London
County Council Con. Stock,
1924/85
690 12 5
£138 London Midland and
Scottish Railway 4%
Preference Stock ...
97 19 7
£468 Dominion of Canada, City
of Quebec 3£% Con. Reg.
Stock
364 6
£96 lis. lid. 3j% Conversion
Stock (Furley Fund)
72 11
Cash at Lloyds Bank ...
... 357 19 2
Cash in hand ...
...
...
2 0 11
 360 0 1
£4676

1

0

Struck on 31st March, 1926.
"THE

DRAGON."

RECEIPTS.

Balance in hand, 1426
Subscribers
1st Battalion ...
2nd Battalion
Depot ...
Agents and Cash Sales
Advertisers ...
Bound Volumes

...
...
...
...
...
...
...

483
226
178
66
60
42
389
6

s. d.
15 10
2 3
4 6
18 2
9 0
16 6
19 0
7 4

£1454 12

7

EXPENDITURE.

Transfer to Past and Present Association. .
Salaries
.
Postage
Blocks
.
Printing
.
Office Stationery
.
Miscellaneous
Cheques
Adverts.
Balance
.

£ s. d.

300
101
42
87
559
11
1
1
0
349

0
17
0
1
10
16
11
0
8
8

0
6
0
2
1
4
6
0
0
0

£1454 12

7
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" THE DRAGON."
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES.

£ s. d.

Sundry Creditors:
Subscribers
Advertisers
Miscellaneous ...

102 14

0

0 18

0

2

0

6

Unpresented cheques
Balance Credit

£ s. d.

105 12
0 5
342 0

6
1
9

£447 18

4

ASSETS.

£ s. d.

Sundry Debtors :—
Agents ...
Adverts.
Bound Volumes
2nd Battalion ...
1st Battalion ...

8
49
2
5
31

16
8
18
12
10

9
0
0
6
0

Cash at Lloyds Bank

£ s. d.

98 5
349 13

3
1

£447 18

4

EAST KENT SOLDIERS' FUND.
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES.

£ s. d.
626 15 0

Balance Credit

£626 15

ASSETS.

£646 3s. 2d. Conversion Inscribed Loan,
1961
Cash at Lloyds Bank

0

£

s

d

485
141

8
6

6
6

£626 15

0

£

s

9
2
7
19
10
15
5
2

d.
4
5
3
9
0
0
0
0

£322 10

9

Struck on 31st March, 1927.
THE BUFFS' COTTAGE HOMES.
RECEIPTS.

£ s. d.
200 0 3
66 19 6
55 11 0

Cash in hand, 1426
Donations
Dividends on Investments

£322 10

THE

EXPENDITURE.

Urban District Council Rates
St. Peter's Rates
Webb Tithe
Fire Insurance
Decorative Repairs ...
Caretaking Vacant Cottage
Cheques
...
... "...
Balance, Cash at Lloyds Bank

...
...

9

BUFFS' COTTAGE

8
6
0
0
25
0
0
280

HOMES.

BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES.

Balance Credit

£ s. d.
1481 7 5

£1481

7

ASSETS.

£64S 0s. 8d. Gov. of India Stock 3% ...
£100 5% National War Bonds, 1929, 4th
Series ...
£700 5% War Loan, 1929/47
Cash at Lloyds Bank

5

£ s. d.
382 6 9
105 16
713 2
280 2
£1481

7

5

Struck on 31st March, 1927.
1 .hT,Ve fxjU!1|ned th
c f°reS°iu£ ^counts of The Buffs Benevolent Fund, The Past and Present Association,
r,
t
The East Kent Soldiers Fund, I he Buffs Cottage Homes and 1 he Dragon ; I have compared the payments with
the vouchers and verified tlie cash balances and Investments and I certify the accounts to be true and correct.

23rd April, 1927.

A.

J. LANCASTER,

A udilor.
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.

REGULAR FORCES.
Capt. R. M. Webster is restd. to tlie estabt. (April 20tli).
The following are seed.:—
Capt. N. D. Rice for serv. under the Colonial Office (April 20th);
fit. D. S. Lister, M.C., for serv. under the Colonial Office (April 20th);
Lt. A. F. A. St. A. Turner, for serv. on the Staff 'May 1st).
Maj. and Bt.Lt.Col. 11. A. Thewles, D.S.O., retires on ret. pay
(June 1st), and is granted the rank of Lt.Col.
Capt. J. F. W. Allen, M.C.. to be Maj, (June 1st).
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
Lt.Col. H. A. Thewles (Maj. aud Bt. Lt.Col. ret. pay) to be I,t. Col.
(June 1st), with seniority, April 16th, 1921.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
Lt. J. Moss, from Active List, to be Lt. (May 28th).

The 1st Battalion.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6278616 L/Cpl. II. Fearou, 6281 162 L/Cpl. F. Smith, 6282036 L/Cpl.
J. Skinner, 6281577 L/Cpl. A. Bartlell, 6281777 L'Cpl. J. Sharpe.
appointed Paid LanceCorporals with effect from 2 1226.
6281656 L/Cpl. W. Pitt, appointed Paid LanceCorporal with effect
from 61226.
6282509 Pte. B. Franklin, 3848400 Pte. J. James, 6282374 Pte. J.
Ellen, appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals with effect irom 181 27.
6281823 L/Cpl. W. Gudgeon, appointed Paid LanceCorporal w.e.f.
7227.
78071 14 Sgt. P. Ilolman, promoted ColourSergeant and appointed
C.Q.M.S. with effect from 262 27.
"6278300 L/Sgt. A. Larkin, 6278104 L/Sgt. !'. Cox, 6278449 L/Sgt.
F. Parks promoted Sergeants with effect from 7227
6278404 L/Sgt F. Baker, 6278747 L/Sgt. H. Crump, 6278171 L/Sgt.
C. Truby 6278295 Cpl. A. Meakin, 6279200 Cpl. I', l'apworth, 6280041

from 7227.
6279316 L/Cpl. F. Mount, 6280189 L/CpK H. West, 6278022 L/Cpl.
11. White, 6281446 L/Cpl. C. Hunt, 6393077 L/Cpl. Cook, 6281544 L/Cpl
oted "
.
~ .
'. Ph.
. Slace, 6280222 Cpl.
Paid LanceSergeants with effect from 262 27.
6282382 L/Cpl. F? I'urkis, 6281397 L/Cpl. F. Smith, 6279713 1,/Cpl.
N. Priestly, appointed Paid LanceCorporals with effect from 7227.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals with effect from dates shewn :—
8280472 Bdm. J. Ireland, 12 2 27 ; 6281451 Pte. W. Broadbridgc
21227; 62817S8 Pte. E. Covencv, 153 27 ; 6281496 Pte.
H. Hudson, 12 427; 6281149 Pte. L Crouch, 13427; 6281806
Pte. D. Stocker, 22427.
6281S36 L/Cp. Beauchainp, 6280203 L/Cpl. C. Bench, 6278884
L/Cpl. J. Pointer, 6280531 1,/Cpl. E. Reed, 6280227 1,/Cpl. A. Bartlett,
appointed Paid LanceCorporals w.e.f. 21327.
6278341 Sgt. W. Beasley, promoted Warrant Officer Class II
(CompanySerge,arilMajor) witli effect from 22 1226.
Appointed
C.S.M,l.M. with effect from 7 2 27.

EMBARKATIONS,
6278814 Cpl. IL Leeks, embarked at Bombay, H.T. NevaSa, en
route forU.K., 14 327.
6280338 Pte. E.Hcwett, embarked ex Bombay, 3.5. Mcganttc,
en route for U.K. .for invaliding. 
TRANSFERDECREASE.
4602875 Pte. Rcid, 6281337 Pte. F,. .Scott, 5040583 Pte. R. Jones,
transferred to 2nd Bn. East Surrey Regt. 23227 and struck off
strength accordingly.
6282100 Pte. A. Miles, 6282091 L/Cpl. E. Miles, transferred to 6tli
Medium Battery, 5227, and struck off strength accordingly.
6282499 Pte. S. Burton, transferred to 2nd Battalion Essex Regt.,
1527 and struck off strength accordingly.
STRENGTH INCREASE.
6278484 Sgt. F. Hodges, joined Battalion, 7 227.
7578782 A/S/Sgt. J. Johnston (R.O.A.C.) joined Battalion 7227.
3952300 Pte. Monaghan, 3950695 Pte. Hughes, transferred from
1st Battalion The Welch Regt. and taken on strength with effect from
23—27.
757S958 A/S/Sgt. Hailstone, struck off Battalion Strength, 62 27.
Proceeded to U.K. at Public Expense.

G. Brown, 62780S4 Sgt.
,
_

Cpl. F. Taylor, struck off strength, 26227. Are on Vocational
Training Course.
6281535 Pte. Biscoe, disembarked in U.K. and s.o.s., 22.-2 27.
6282968 Pte. Corless, disembarked in U.K. and s.os., 1 1227.
6280886 Pte. G. Olley, 6281553 Pte. A Moat, 6282959 Pte. G.
Pine 6282947 Pte. B. Elliott, struck off strength, 162 27.
6281679 Pte. R. Tavlor 6279248 Pte. C. Wakelill, 6282814 Boy R.
Savage, posted to Depot and struck off strength accordingly with
effect from 21327.
EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and men were awarded 2nd Class
Certificates of Education at an examination held at Gibraltar, on
l8t628292'9lBoi""" Ireland! 6283167 Boy C. West, 6281581 Pte. F.
Fuller 6'>82490"Pte. G. Andrews, 6281923 L/Cp. Stokes, 62SI681 Pte.
Phillips, 6282699 Pte. T. McKay, 6282021 Pte. Phillips, 6278671 L/CpL

Stringer, 6280013 Cpl. Woolard, 6282916 Pte. Barnes, 6282724 Boy
Ross, 6279643 Pte. Busby, 6281231 Pte. J. Hill, 7340468 Pte. Torcv,
6595901 Pte. S. Welfare 1665157 Pte. Batstone, 6281149Pte. L. Crouch,
6282987 Pte. R. Taylor, 6282803 Pte. K. Ward, 6281580 L/Cpl.
W. Walker.
The undermentioned N.C.O. and men were awarded 3rd Class
Certificates of Education at an examination held at Gibraltar on 18th
January, 1927 :—
6281161 Pte. A. Locke, 6281108 L/Cpl. J Gardner, 628189a Pte.
Collard, 62820 16 I'te.T Burt, 6282233 Pte. A. Stevenson.

The Depot.
APPOINTMENTS.
6278895 Sgt. T. Larkin, relinquished the appointment of Instructor
of Musketry. 21527.
_
6278119 Sgt. W. Watson appointed Instructor of Musketry, 22o
27, vice 6278895 I.arkn.
RECRUIT.
Pte. G. Taylor, attested 17527.
POSTINGS.
6278895 Sgt. T. Larkin, reposted to the 2nd Battalion, 21527.
6282694 Pte. S. Miles, reposted to the 2nd Battalion, 25527.
6278119 Sgt. W. Watson, posted to Depot, from 2nd Battalion,
for a tour of duty, 22527.
6282212 Pte. R. Bottomley, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion,
for a tour of duty, 26527.
DRAFT.
The undermentioned were posted to tiie 2nd Battalion Tlie Buffs,
255 27:
6283421 Pte. C. Best, 6283430 Pte. L. Bramley, 6283438 Pte. B.
Brown, 6283475 Pte. S. Burgess, 6283433 Pte. O. Burns, 6283439 Pte.
A. Burrows, 6283471 Pte. W. Cook, 1664830 Pte. A. Cannon, 6394848
Pte. ». Cloke, 6283323 Pte. S. Cork, 6283412 Pte. H. Culver, 6283431
Pte. T. Davidson, 6283470 Pte. J. Davidson, 6283488 Pte. E. Dixon,
6283411 Pte. R. Edwards, 6283485 Pte. J. Piuiiingan 6283436 l'te.

6283418
Cathrae, 6283359 Pte. A. Johnson, 6283366 Pte. L Clayton.
DISCHARGES.
766823 Pte. W. Macknab and 6283505 Pte. V. Randall, discharged
under para. 363 (vi) (b), K.R.'s, 13527.
6280370 L/Sgt. A. Foote, discharged under para. 363 (iii) K.R. s,
21527.
6281679 Pte. R. Taylor, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) (a) K.R.'s,
23 5—27.
6283419 Pte. J. Hill, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (6) K.R.'s,
20527.
6283562Pte. G. D. Scrafton, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a)
K.R.'s, 10627.

The 4th Battalion.

ENLISTMENT.
The undermentioned Recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shown :—
6283641 Pte. H. Bylleet, "B" (S), 29427; 6283659 Pte. E.
Andrews, "D" (F), 25527 ; 6283660 Pte. A. Barthorpe, "D" (F),
25527; 6283657 Pte. G. Bilsbv, "C" (C), 20527; 6283664 Pte.
E. Champion, "D" (D), 26527 ; 6283663 Boy R. Gilliot, "D" (D),
26527 ; 6283662 Pte. A. Howard, "A" (S), 23527 ; 6283658 Pte.
W. I'errv, "C" (C), 20527 ; 6283661 Pte. T. Uden, "D" (F), 25a
27 : 6283665 Pte. L Williams, "D" (D), 26527.
TRANSFER.
6281277 Sgt. A. Eastwood, "A" (R), transferred to 4th Battalion
R.W.K. Regt. w/e from 1627.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6283235 Pte. T. Edwards, "D," appointed Paid LanceCorporal
w/e from 10527.
6282841 Pte. G. Parker, "A," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
under 1919 rates of pay w/e from 10 527.
6280673 Pte. C. Perkins, "H.Q.," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
under 1919 rates of pay w/e from 10 5 27.
7040347 Pte. J. Stevens, "D," appointed Paid LanceCorporal w/e
from 10527.
, .
6282853 Cpl. A. Elvery, "A," promoted Sergeant, w/e from 1627,
vice Eastwood.
. , ,
„„ .
6282838 L/Cpl. C. Field, "A," promoted Corporal w/e from 20o
27, vice Maskell reverted.
6283237 Pte. S. Masked, "D," appointed Paid LanceCorporal w/e
from 20527, vice Field promoted.
6282822 L/Sgt. II. Roberts, "C," reverts to the rank of Corporal
w/e from 20527.
m
6282074 Cpl. W. Neve, "C," appointed L/Sgt. w/e from 2 0 0 2 / ,
vice Roberts.
._ .
6281277 Sgt. A. Eastwood, "A," reverts to the rank of Private at
His own request w/e from 1 627.
DISCHARGES.
The undermentioned were discharged on Termination of Engage
ment, w/e from dates shown :—
Jlr _
6282120 Pte. A. Irving, "D" (F), 28 527 : 757a73b Pte. W. Ryan,
"C" (C), 275 27 ; 6282116 Pte. W. Widiams, "D" (I), 28527.

Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Royal Scots.
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
The King's Regiment.
The Norfolk Regiment.
The Somerset Light Infantry.
The East Yorkshire Regiment.
The Bedford & Hertfordshire Regiment.
Tlie Royal Scots Fusiliers.
Tlie Royal Welch Fusiliers.
The South Wales Borderers.
Tlie Worcestershire Regiment.

.LONDON:
WOOLWICH:

The East Surrey Regiment.
The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment.
Tlie Border Regiment.
The Royal Sussex Regiment.
The Hampshire Regiment.
The Dorsetshire Regiment.
The Prince of Wales' Volunteers.
Tlie Welch Regiment.
The Essex Regiment.
Tlie Sherwood Foresters.

The Loyal Regiment.
The Northamptonshire Regiment.
The Royal Berkshire Regiment.
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry.
'Die Middlesex Regiment.
The Wiltshire Regiment.
The Manchester Regiment.
The North Staffordshire Regiment.
The York & Lancaster Regiment.
Tlie Durham Light Infantry.
The Royal Ulster Rifles.

4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT
29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY:

68 & 68A HIGH STREET

Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, London "; " Flight, Aldershot " ; " Flight, Camberley "

MAPPIN'S 'CAMPAIGN' WATCH.

This fine Wristlet Watch was first used in great numbers at Oradtirrnan,
and Desert experience is the greatest test a watch can have. During
the Great War it renewed its high reputation for reliability under
trying conditions. It is compensated, fully jewelled, dust and damp
proof, and carries Mappin and Webb's guarantee of reliability. A
catalogue of Ladies' and Gentlemen's Watches will be sent on request.
SILVER
9ct. GOLD
18ct. GOLD

£3:0:0

£8:0:0

£11 : 10 : 0

MAPPIN &WEBB
£ta

London: 158162 Oxford St. W.l.

2 Queen Victoria St., E.C.4. 172 Regent St. W.l.

\

The \Navy,L4 rmy and
Air Force Institutes
EXISTS TO
SERVE the SERVICES
It is the Services' own Business

PRICE LISTS & CATALOGUES INCLUDE
PROVISIONS, GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY WINES AND
SPIRITS, TOBACCOS, CIGARS AND CIGARETTES,
SPORTS GOODS AND PRIZES, SPORTS
OUTFITTING. FANCY GOODS, HARD
WARE, BOOKS, STATIONERY
& PRINTING, CUTLERY
& PLATE, Etc.
n*!n*inwin
N.A.A.F.I. specializes in quality and can supply all
Service requirements, but is strictly limited to dealing
with serving members of the Regular Forces, their
wives and families, and Territorials during the annual
Training.

HEADQUARTER OFFICES

Imperial Court, Upper Kennington Lane, S.E. 11.

WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

No. 333.

G

August, 1927.

Personalia.

ENERAL the Right Hon. Sir Arthur
Paget had audience of His Majesty the
King on Thursday, the 22nd ultimo.
Since his return from the Continent,
General Paget has not only visited the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot (July 23rd) but also
the Depot at Canterbury (July 29th).
With regard to the former we hear that
Sir Arthur was much struck with the fine
appearance of the men and the existing high
state of discipline. He further remarked on
the smart turn out and the admirable fitting
of the men's clothing.
A point which much impressed our Colonel
was the fact that nearly all the men he spoke
to, selected for their fine
appearance and
height, were Kentish men.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell
visited the 4th Battalion while in camp. An
account of his visit will be found under
" Matters of Interest."
We understand that Sir Arthur has been
rendering
assistance
to
the
executive
responsible for The Camp Fire Concert to be
held at Canterbury in aid of the Benevolent
Fund on the 13th of this month. Particularly
in respect to the provision of searchlight
lorries, without which the success of the
entertainment would be severely handicapped.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge has
recently been visiting Sandhurst and also,
as representing General Paget, has been
invited by the Dean to join the Council of
" The Friends of Canterbury Cathedral." (See
" Matters of Interest.") General Sir Arthur
Lynden Bell has also been invited to join the
Council. We understand that both invitations
have been accepted.
Brig.General A. J. Whitacre Allen has left
Maidstone and has taken up his residence at
The Firs, Charing.
This move leaves a vacancy for an Area
Representative in the Maidstone District.

Price Sixpence.

Brig.General A. E. Ommaney visited the
Depot on the 25tli ultimo and presented to
the Regimental Museum a badge made at
Sitapur, Oudh, when the Plead quarters of the
1st Battalion was there in 1872, under the
command of Lieut.Colonel Talbot Cox, C.B.
(2nd in Command, Colonel Frank Walker,
V.C.). This badge was worn
by the
Commanding Officer's Chaprassie.
The Museum is now an established
institution. All offers of exhibits should be
addressed to the Adjutant at the Depot.
Lt.Colonel E. B. Burns has most kindly
consented to the 4th Battalion Drums not
only playing at the Camp P'ire Concert on the
13th instant, but also at the Memorial Parade
Service at the Canterbury Cathedral on the
14th instant.
Major George Chapman, from latest
reports, seems to be fully and agreeabl}
occupied. He writes to Capt. Baird :—
" At the moment I am away on a fishing
trek, 40 miles north of Ottawa, in mountainous
country which is a net work of lakes. We
are five very convivial spirits, none of whom
ever say ' No.' We fish
all day—before
breakfast, before lunch, after tea till dinner
at nine, but not after lunch, these hours being
sacred to sleep.
Fishing has not been good, but I have
caught several good black bass and trout."
It would appear from the notices which
have recently appeared in the press regarding
the 3rd Divisional manoeuvres at Aldershot
that the 2nd Battalion has more than
distinguished itself. We offer our sincere
congratulations to Colonel Lucas and all ranks.
We regret that we were misinformed as to
the whereabouts of Captain and Mrs. Strettell's
new house ; this is Cheddington,
near
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire.
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We much regret to announce the death of
Captain R. K. Price which occurred in London
on the 19th ultimo.
There are still many who will remember
Captain Price at Athlone, Kilkenny, and
Chichester, 1895—1899.
" Robin " was a great sportsman and
shone in all forms of sport. Those who knew
him in Ireland will remember his horses :
" Bala," " Starlight " and " Miss Rohan "
with which he won many races to the benefit
of their owner and his friends.
Captain PI. C.
operated on in a
for appendicitis.
glad to hear that

T. Stronge has recently been
nursing home at Canterbury
His many friends will be
he is progressing favourably.

Captain " Bobbie " Child is still advocating
a Dragon Mascot for cars. A letter on the
subject appears in our Correspondence
column in which sound reasons in favour of
the scheme are given.
Captain Child telegraphed his good wishes
to the Regimental Goif Team through Genera!
Lynden Bell on the day of the match against
the new Canterbury Golf Club. We would
take this opportunity of congratulating the
Canterbury Club, not only on its victor}', but
also on the excellence of the course, which,
considering its youth, is truly wonderful and
most sporting. We venture to predict a very
great future for the Club.
We congratulate Captains C. J. Wood and
E. H. Allen on having " qualified " at the
recent examination for admission to the Staff
College.
Captain N. D. Rice—in spite of somewhat
trying climatic conditions—appears to be
having a good time in Ibadan, Nigeria,
shooting, polo, etc., etc., he hopes soon to win
a race or two with one of his polo ponies.
Our experience is that racing polo ponies,
somewhat illfits them for polo, but perhaps
the West African pony possesses a very
equable temperament. Anyway we wish him
the best of luck.
We congratulate Mr. H. P. and Mrs. Parish
Robertson on the birth of their son on June
20th, as also Mr. W. H. and Mrs. Rowe on the
birth of their son at Nairobi on May 26th.
Captain D. A. Willows and Mr. P. R. H.
Fox arrived home on leave from Bareilly on
16th ultimo and return on the 25th of this
month. Apparently the English climate is
still appreciated by some.

We offer our congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon Lindley on the birth of their
daughter on July 13th.
During last month Mr. J. Druce of
Goudhurst paid a short visit to the Depot.
Few in the regiment may possibly have the
privilege of Mr. Druce's acquaintance, but we
can assure our readers that he is deeply
interested in The Buffs and a true friend of
the Regiment. Mr. Druce has a very large
and wonderful collection of medals gained by
the Regiment and also The Royal West Kent
Regiment. Plis knowledge as a numismatist
is second to none.
We offer our sincere congratulations to
Captains C. E. Wilson and T. R. Reid on their
promotion.
We offer our hearty congratulations to
Captain R. C. B. Knight on his promotion.
He has been relieved as Adjutant at the Depot
by Mr. T. N. Penlington. We extend
a hearty welcome to the latter and at the same
time offer our sincere thanks to Captain
Knight for his unfailing kindness and
assistance on all occasions.
We understand that exC.Q.M.S. Sgt.
Bridgeland has been engaged by Lt.Colonel
R. E. Power and joins him shortly at
Bradford, Peveril, where he will take charge
of
the garden.
We congratulate
Mr.
Bridgland on his good fortune.
It gave us very real pleasure to welcome
to our Editorial office last month Mr. J. and
Mrs. Butler. Mr. Butler was sergeant in
"B" Company, 1st Battalion The Buffs, and
joined the Regiment in 1868. His home is
at Preston and they had motored down with
their son and are spending a few weeks at
Sandwich.
It is regretted that owing to lack of space
certain of the Battalion Notes (Platoon Notes)
received have been shut out this month. We
trust the correspondents concerned will excuse
this, but in several cases it will be found that
the Platoon Notes deleted have been referred
to by their Company correspondent.
The Naval and Military Club will be closed
from Sunday, 29th July, until Sunday, 28tli
August, during which period members may
use the Army and Navy, the Bachelors and
the Royal Thames Yacht Club. The bed
rooms at 42 Half Moon Street will not be
closed, but no meals except early tea can be
served.
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Albuhera.
The Secretariat
of the Municipality of
La Albuera (Badajos).
To The Field Officers and Officers of the Heroic 1st
Battalion of The Buffs.
Distinguished Gentlemen,
In the name of the Alcalde, authorities and citizens
in general, I hasten today to send you greetings on this
the anniversary of the glorious battle which took place
near this town, and I would like to express our sorrow
that you are not now with us as you were last year,
being on the contrary even further away than ever.
You will see from the newspaper cutting that
I enclose, the manner in which we have observed the
festival ; your wreaths were placed again in the very
place that they occupied last year, and not for one
moment did we forget to think of you.
May God grant that, 011 your return to your country
from distant India, you may pass near to here and that
011 that auspicious day we may again have the honoui
of shaking you by the hand.
An affectionate salute from us all and the kind
regards and consideration of one who subscribes himself
once again your sincere friend,
PEDRO TALAYERO,
Secretary to the Municipality.
*
*
*
*
THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF LA ALBUERA IS
CELEBRATED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ARMY.
Not for many years has this heroic town seen greater celebrations
than yesterday, it was the anniversary of the battle fought in this
neighbourhood on the 16tli May, 1811, between the French and an
allied British, Spanish and Portuguese army, and to mark the day our
most excellent municipal government presented a national standard
to the local detachment of the Civil Guard.
At seven in the morning the band of the neighbouring town of
Santa Marta, under the able leadership of its musical director, Don
Manuel Range!, arrived and sounded reveille, parading the principal
streets of the town.
At eleven was celebrated a solemn open air mass at the foot of the
monument in the square of the Constitution and in the centre of the
promenade Oueen Victoria Eugenia. This monument is in honour
of the heroes of the Ifitli May, 1811, and on this occasion was adorned
with many wreaths, garlands and other lloral tributes dedicated lo the
garrison of Badajos and to the 1st Battalion of The Buffs of the English
army.
His Excellency Don Manuel Burguctc, Commander of the Badajos
Brigade and interim governor of the province, presided at the ceremony
and was accompanied by Colonel Don Benon Aguilar, Subinspector
of the 11th Division of the Civil Guard, and by the Commander of the
district of the same corps, attended by their respective adjutants,
who placed more wreaths on the monument. There were also present
several files of the Civil Guard of Cavalry under the command of
Ensign Don Evuristo Ramallo and Sergeant Don Pedro Fuentes, the
Municipal Government, the Municipal Justices, the children of both
schools, wearing sashes of national colours, carrying national flags
besides that of their respective schools, and led by their professors, and
finally the townsfolk in a body.
On the conclusion of the mass, which was heard with great devotion
by those present, and after the blessing of the Standard, four young
girls, Maria Bueno, Concepciou Jorge, Emilia Arias and Antonia
Sanchez, stepped out from among their fellow schoolchildren and
gave us a dialogue on the significance of the flag, delighting us not only
because it was so well done, but also because their delivery was so
natural, so unhurried and such as to be expected only from much older
children. So moving were their words, that tears sprang to the eyes
of many listeners, and His Excellency the General and also the Colonel
of the Civil Guard kissed the children cm its completion.
The boys, Felix Manzano, Esteban Blanco, Manuel Sanchez. Miguel
Lopez, and Modesto Martinez, then recited some allegorical verses on
the event, finishing with songs of the Fatherland and the Flag. The
band assisted throughout the ceremony.
Those present, then filed past, making use in correct formation
of the street Alfonso XIII. a name inaugurated today in honour of the
25th anniversary of the coronation of Ilis Majesty The King (whom
God protect). Later, in the barracks of the Civil Guard, their
patroness, Donna Isabel Perez, wife of the landlord Don Augustin
Manzano, councillor and commander of the Somaten was installed
with the Standard in her hand in the central balcony of the magnificent
building and pronounced a short discourse before handing over the
insignia of the Fatherland to the Colonel of this honourable corps
amid the acclamations and cheers of the populace. His Excellency the
Governor also came on to the balcony and crowned the event with
words of true patriotism.
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From the barracks the gathering passed on to the house of the
patroness, who was accompanied as before by her children as maids of
honour : here ail present were refreshed most splendidly with wine
and light refreshments, with cigars for the smokers, and though all
were loud in their expressions of thanks to Senor Manzano and his
Lady for the attentions shewn them none were more so than the officers
referred to at the beginning of this account.
In the afternoon grotesque balloons were sent up and many other
amusements were arranged in the promenade Keiua Victoria, and at
night there was a magnificent display of fireworks and electric lights,
at which the people in genera! and several visitors were present.
Salutations to all those responsible and particularly to the Alcalde
and members of the municipal council, to Donna Maria Antonia Lopez,
Head of the National School, who may well be satisfied at the result
of the work undertaken by her clever and studious children, and in
general to all those who have contributed to the brilliant success and
gaiety of the celebrations.
A CONTRIBUTOR.
La Albuhera
18527.

The Hardy Cup.
V/TR. Charles Hardy of Odsal House, Harbledown,
A 1 has kindly presented a very handsome Cup for
competition between the Depots of The Buffs and the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
livery year Recruits from the two Depots compete
against each other in the Boxing Ring and the Cup
is to be held by the Winning Team.
Mr. Charles Hardy is a keen enthusiast of Boxing
and is always a warm supporter of the various Boxing
nights at The Buffs Depot. It is to encourage the
young Boxers of the Buffs and the Queen's Own that
Mr. Hardy lias so generously presented the Cup.
The trophy itself is quite admirable, is of unique
design and most pleasing to the eye.
The Cup is beautifully engraved with the crests of
the two Regiments and the following inscription :—
BOXING CHALLENGE CUP PRESENTED BY
CHARLES HARDY, ESQ.
FOR COMPETITION BETWEEN DEPOTS OF
THE BUFFS
AND THE
QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT.
As the Cup was promised last year and The Buffs
won the annual Competition for 1926, The Ruffs are
the first holders and their name is already engraved
on the plinth. All ranks of the Buffs and the Queen's
Own and indeed all Sportsmen in Kent will be most
grateful to Mr. Charles Hardy for his generous gift.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" Journal of the Nigeria Regiment."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
" Artists Rifles' Journal."
" Lilly whites' Gazette."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" Oak Tree."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" Queen's Own Gazette."
" Royal Fusiliers' Chronicle."
" The Bugle."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" On the March."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Ypres Times."
" The Sapper."
" British Legion Journal."
" The Fighting Forces."

THE DRAGON

Matters of Interest.
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.
The Dean and Chapter of Canterbury Cathedral
have decided to form a Society of " Friends of
Canterbury Cathedral." This Society has as one of
its main objects, to enable very many people, outside
the Cathedral body, to take a definite and continuous
interest in the Cathedral and its welfare. It is meant
to appeal not only to Church people in the Diocese and
the county, but also to English people and English
speaking people everywhere. The Dean lias asked
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndonBell and Major
General Sir Guy Bainbridge to join the Council of tin
Society " as representing The Buffs who have so close
association with the Cathedral "—an invitation which
lias been gladly accepted.
WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.
It is officially stated that of 181 soldiers who
completed their courses of vocational training at
Hounslow, Aldershot and Catterick last month and left
the Army on the termination of their Colour Service
130 obtained immediate employment in civil life.
Some went to carpentry, painting and decorating,
motor and electrical work and others to general
farming, market gardening and ten oilier forms of
employment.
OFFICERS' TRAINING CORPS.
Examination for Certificate "A."
The next written examination for Certificate "A"
will take place 011 Tuesday, 8th November next.
Officers of the Territorial Army desirous of attending
this examination must qualify in Part I. (practical)
before being eligible to sit for the written examination.
ARMY SCHOOL OF EDUCATION.
Course for Warrant Officers and N.C.O.'s.
A course of instruction for training Warrant Officers
and NonCommissioned Officers for service in Army
Education will begin at the School of Education, Shorn
cliffe on 8th July and will  continue until 16th
September. The provisional allotment of vacancies
among the various commands gives 14 to Aldershot ;
20 to the Southern Command ; 19 to the Eastern
Command ; 7 to the Scottish Command ; 6 each to
the London District, the Northern Ireland District,
and the Western Command, and 5 to the Northern
Command.
A MONTH'S RECRUITING.
Official returns issued yesterday show that during
J une 2,863 recruits were finally approved for service
in the Territorial Army, 300 more than in the previous
month, and that 011 the 1st instant the total Territorial
strength, exclusive of permanent staff, was 141,955.
Among the Commands, the Northern (three
Divisions) retains the premier place in respect of
strength with 32,342 officers and men, while the
Western (three Divisions) follows with 29,026. Of
the remaining four, with two Divisions each, the
Scottish stands third with 22,131 ; the Southern fourth
with 20,924 ; the Eastern fifth with 20,411 : and the
London District sixth with 17,121.
EDUCATION IN THE ARMY.
Examination Results.
The official report on the March Examination for
Army First Class and Special Certificates of Education,
issued today, shows that the standard reached in
previous examinations has been well maintained.

In all 2,357 candidates presented themselves, viz.,
2,082 for First Class Certificates (English, Mathematics,
Geography and Map Reading) ; 275 for Special
Certificates (the equivalent of Matriculation) ; 8 for
Map Reading only, the candidates having already
matriculated or passed an equivalent test; 15 for
reexamination to obtain a record of " distinguished "
and 2 to add extra subjects to Special Certificates
previously gained.
I11 the result, 1,069 First Class Certificates were
awarded. Of the 1,806 candidates who took all four
subjects for this certificate, 290 failed in one subject
only, while 218 candidates obtained the mark of
distinction (generally in mathematics)—194 in one
subject; 20 in two subjects and 4 in three subjects.
I11 the Examination for First Class Certificates the
following men obtained 80 per' cent or more of the
maximum of 400 marks for all four subjects :—Q.M.S.
Thomas King, R.E. (341 marks) ; Fte. Wallace
Steward McGinn, R.A.M.C. (338) ; Bandsman L/Cpl.
John William Frederick Ford, 13/18th Hussars (334) ;
Artificer Gunner Alfred Kimber, R.A. (333) ; Sapper
Frederick Craufield Jennings, R.E. (326) ; and Pte.
Walter Reeve, East Yorks. Regt. (321).
Thirtysix candidates were awarded the Special
Certificate. 156 others passed in one or more subjects
with a view to a certificate ; 8 with matriculation, or
equivalent, certificates completed their qualification
by passing in map reading; and 18 obtained records
of " distinguished."
While the results, as a whole, indicate continued
progress, the General Staff think that " at many centres
of instruction there is a tendency to rush a number of
candidates to an examination in the hope that some
of them will scramble through " ; and they emphasise
the fact that this procedure is " contrary to the
fundamental principle of educational training in the
Army."
EARLY DESERTERS FROM THE BUFFS, 1685.
The following is a copy of an advertisement appearing
in The London Gazette dated " From Thursday, January
21st, to Monday, January 25th, 1685."
" Charles Plaster (of Bristol) a thick middle
siz'd Man, ruddy and full faced, with short brown
hair. John Brown, an Irish Man, middle siz'd,
well set, with long curl'd hair, inclining to a sandy
colour. Thomas Cobb, an Irish Man, tall, thin
faced, slender, with dark brown hair long and lank,
lately Run away out of Ca.pt. Cornwallis's Company
of Grenadiers in the Holland Regiment (quartered
now in Southwarlc) every of them with a new Red
Coat lin'd with a Buff colour'd lining, surtout
sleeves, cross Pockets with three scolops, large
plain round pewter Buttons, Breeches of the same
colour as the Coatlining, and with His Majesties
Arms. Whoever gives Notice of any of these three
Deserters to any of Capt. Cornwallis's Serjeants
at the Green Dragon in Blackmail street, near St.
George's Church in Southwark, so that they may
be Apprehended, shall for every of them have a
Guinea Reward."
Note.—It is thought that there can be 110 significance
in the fact of the pockets having " three scolops,"
because the Holland Regiment was at that time
still fourth in order of precedence. It is a curious
coincidence that information had to be laid at the
Green Dragon in Blackmanstreet. F.W.T.
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Aldershot
BATTLE

OF

Tattoo.

BLENHEIM.

Marlborough addressing his troops before the battle.
AUGUST 13TH, 1704 AND JUNE 14TH—18TH, 1927.
IT has already been mentioned that the 2nd
L Battalion was chosen to take the major part in
presenting the Battle of. Blenheim in the Aldershot
Command Searchlight Tattoo, and now that the event
has receded into the middle distance it is possible to
review it as a spectator rather than as a participant.
Of the weeks of preparation and rehearsing I will
say little, for fear of causing an unnatural glow to
appear in the face of " the man responsible," for the
unstinted praise due to him for his almost singlehanded
efforts would surely stifle that giant of modern ' driogh.'
We started from zero, detachments of troops in khaki,
trained strictly as laid down in Infantry Training,
Volume One and by the middle of June we had become
transformed into Grenadiers and Privates with the
manners and modes of the year of grace 1704. Rifles,
with the aid of formidable aluminium spikes, had
changed to firelocks
; Sergeants carried long and
elaborate halberds and partisans wherewith to prod
and persuade the ignorant soldier, who, true to his
part, was 200 years behind the times. Officers,

resplendent in red and gold, flourished
antiquated
swords of every description and strangely cumbersome
and longwinded words of command, alternating with
ruffles, rolls and flams on the drums completed the
metamorphosis.
By the time the scene was ready to be changed from
The Square, Blenheim Barracks, to The Arena, Rush
moor and we had a full dress rehearsal which was also
a " Press " day. This was unfortunate, as several
minor alterations were found necessary, but the
published photographs do not show these corrected.
A night rehearsal of Grand Finale with all others taking
part in the Tattoo, took place on Monday, June 13tli
and our opening night was on the 14th. Of the rest
of the Tattoo I have little time or space to write : but
I think it will be admitted that The Battle of Blenheim,
followed by the greatly contrasting Modern Battle on
the same ground, was the piece de resistance of the
Tattoo.
Throughout the week there were surprisingly few
casualties in view of the fact that ' blank ' was fired
at very close range and the 'property' bayonets were
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wielded with great realism and full consciousness of
their penetrating powers. On the last night, T.M.
The King and Queen were present and the weather
disgraced itself once more ; the whole show was carried
out without a hitch or break, except that the aerial
display was cancelled and it is greatly to the credit of
the enormous audience that it persisted in staying to
the very end in the torrential downpour.
The Programme of the Aldershot Command
Searchlight Tattoo this year was very varied and of
widespread interest. The show began at 9.20 p.m.,
after threequarters of an hour communitysinging,
during which time the troops taking part were forming
up at various places near the Arena. After first post,
massed bands of the Command, totalling nearly 1,000
bandsmen, played such famous pieces as Carmen,
Faust, Ballet Egyptian and The " 1812 " Overture,
this last being dramatically represented in the distance
by an illuminated panorama of Moscow which was
very realistically consumed by fire to the accompani
ment of many guns. Then followed a Musical Ride by
Cavalry in uniforms of Marlborough's day. The entry
of Massed Drums from many points on the fringe of

before battle, the narrow escape of Marlborough in the
early stages, the brave but ineffective first charge in
the village, the reforming and final assault gave a good
likeness of what must have actually occurred.
As a participator, it is hard for me to give a true
account of the effect as seen by the spectators, hut
I have interrogated many people who saw the show
and there were no two opinions about it.
As the searchlights blackened out upon the
surrender of Marechal Tallard and his staff, the ' dead '
arose and fled to cover from the modernists of 223
after, who were getting into position for a
demonstration of Warfare (new style). This four
minutes of detonations and devastations was screened
from us by smoke and trees as we formed up.
Then, to our old friend " Passing By " we marched
past the Royal Box with ceremonial salutation, round
the Arena and back into darkness, followed by the
Modernists (2nd Battalion the Dorsetshire Regt., with
their colours and regimental march). The next items
were a Pyroteehnical display and then the advance and
retreat of the Massed Pipers, a torchlight march and
evolutions by the Guards, who formed the Cross of St.

The Cavalry Charge.
the encircling woods provided a very fine
sight.
Regimental marches were played as they advanced to
converge, " The Buffs " being especially well played
and lasting most of the distance from the woods to
the rallyingpoint. During this time the battalion had
marched round by an unfrequented route to the rear
of the Grand Stand and was ready to march on to the
tune of " Passing by " alternating with an old jig.
We " rolled ' on to the Arena, in column of sixes at
about 90 paces to the minute. "D" regiment of
Ferguson's brigade was leading, followed by "C" then
"B" and "A" of Rowe's brigade. The first two formed
line on the left and the second two formed up on the
same alignment by wheeling ; behind us were a detach
ment of cavalry, some real ' Blenheim ' artillery lent
by the Duke of Marlborough, and the farm cart
' ambulance.' The Battle itself was made as near to
historical fact as possible (see The Dragon, February,
1927), but of course the 100,000 troops were
represented by under 1,000 and the miles of front were
reduced to two or three hundred yards. The Nebel
Stream was impossible to reproduce in spite of the rain
and the perfect flatness of the Arena took some of the
glory off Marlborough's uphill charge. Nevertheless,
despite all this condensation and limitation, an
impressive spectacle was produced and the prayer

George. Under cover of this, all troops assembled in
the Arena for the Grand Finale and caused a gasp of
amazement to escape from the crowd as the lights
switched on the unexpected sight.
A verse of Kipling's " Recessional " and " Abide
with Me " brought the performance to an end, with
" Last Post" and " The King."

NOTICE.
Past v. Present Cricket IVIatch, 13th August
IVIEIVIORIAL

SERVICE.

Canterbury Cathedral, 11.45 a.m.,
14th August.
Past and Present Association Dinner and
Annual Meeting in London, October 22nd.
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British Infantry escorting prisoners after the Battle.

NOTES.
"Allied" Infantry were composed of two Brigades
of two regiments each; each battalion was a single unit
of three ranks, with 25 grenadiers and 90 privates ; total
strength with officers and sergeants, 130. The 2nd Batt
alion provided the whole of "A," "B," and "D" regi
ments with the exception of the grenadiers of "D," who
together with "C" ivere formed by 2nd Dorsels.
Officers who look part were :—
Lt. Cass (Gen. Row) commanding "A" and "B"
regiments brigade; Lt. Airy, commanding "A" regiment

(representing The Buffs); Lt. Bruce commanding "D"
regiment ; 2/Lt. LyndenBell, padre to General Rowe.
Scores of parades were necessary to perfect the troops
in the intricacies of old drill. This was easily the most
trying part of the Tattoo preparations and ' pages of
instructions were issued.
It is impossible to get all the photos, required into
this month's issue, so many are held over to next month,

The Grand Finale of the Tattoo.

"Padre."
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Correspondence.
THE 4TII BATTALION.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell writes :—
" On the 22nd June I spent a most enjoyable day
with the 4th Battalion at Colchester. It was very
pleasing to hear the highest praise of them on all sides.
The Battalion has clearly a host of admirers at
Colchester, among whom I found none greater than
their
Brigadier.
And
the
Battalion
deserves
admiration. It :s up to strength in officers and men
and has some hundred more men in camp than any
other Territorial Battalion at Colchester. But it is
not a question of numbers only. The men looked
fit and happy and are beautifully turned out, so much
so, in fact, that a distinguished officer remarked to me
' You can tell a Buff a mile off.'
As regards their
work in the field,
the Battalion is fortunate in
possessing an exceptionally capable lot of officers and
N.C.O.'s. It is a tremendous stroke of luck, moreover,
for the Battalion that they should have the help of
Capt. Ilowe and his party from the Depot. Capt.
Howe has done absolutely invaluable work, not only
in the matter of instruction, but in making, if possible,
even closer the happy liaison already existing between
the 4th and the other Battalion of the Regiment.
Even this brief note about the 4th Battalion would
be incomplete without a reference to the Drums of
the Battalion. They certainly are most astonishingly
good and it is no wonder that they have been honoured
by being chosen to take their turn in beating Retreat
with the Drums of the Regular Battalion in Dover.
It is to be hoped that next year the 4th Battalion will
train somewhere nearer Kent, when more people from
the county and the other Battalions can reach them
without too great difficulty.
Mention of next year's camp reminds me that when
the Battalion assembles there they will have lost their
present Adjutant. Capt. HammondDavies has done
splendid service for the Battalion, which owes him
a great debt. Unfortunately the losses of the Battalion
do not end there, for it will also be deprived of the
services of its OuarterMaster, Capt. Keeler, who will
he very sadly missed. He will go into a splendidly
earned retirement with the hearty good wishes of all
Buffs.
I left the camp of the 4th Battalion with the
greatest reluctance and with a feeling that all the
magnificent work done by Colonel Burns, and in which
he has been so ably supported by his officers, has indeed
borne good fruit with the result that the 4th Battalion
is one of which any Regiment would be proud."
THE BUFFS' MOTOR MASCOT.
To The Editor, " The Dragon," Depot.
Dear Sir,
Will be much obliged if you could find room to put
the attached appeal for addresses re the " Dragon
Mascot." Also would be much obliged if you could
put in a footnote on the subject.
Thanking you in anticipation,
East Ferring House,
Yours truly,
Ferring,
ROBERT CHILD.
Nr. Worthing.
*

*

*

*

Come on " Buffs " ! Where have you all got to,
those who have motors and motorcycles ? Is it a case
of being much too busy tearing about this " Happy
Island " of ours that you are unable to find a spare
moment to consider how much smarter, as well as up
todate, that car, or cycle of yours would be if it was'
adorned with the " Dragon Mascot." How it would
purr along, mile after mile, uphill and down dale,
showing the way to all comers, arriving at its
destination as fresh as when it started, life a Buff.

Besides the adornment, think how the dear old
Dragon will look after you ; for instance, held up on
the road, up comes some one, you do not know him
from old man Adam, suddenly exclaiming " Hello !
the Dragon." Enough said ; the ' Genie of Alladin's
Lamp ' is at work.
You are far from home—touring ; here again the
Dragon introduces you to ' Old Buffs ' as well as old
friends who have known the Regiment.
When abroad the Dragon will be your interpreter
and guide, perhaps, in more ways than one.
So buck up Buffs : send along your names and
addresses as fast as you like (greater the number, less
the cost) and you will be greatly helping me to get on
with the good work, to Robert Child, East Ferring
House, Ferring, Nr. Worthing, Sussex.
[We lhink the idea a good one. Editor;.
WEST AFRICA.
The following is an extract from a letter which
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell lias received
from Lt. Lister :—
Headquarters,
1st Nigerian Regiment,
West African Frontier Force,
Kaduna.
" I am very fit and having a good time playing polo
and shooting. I have, up to now, got two very nice
heads and hope to get a lot more before I come home
in 1928. I have also been very lucky in another way
and have got the absolute plum of the whole show in
the way of jobs. We have got two platoons right out
in the bush 200 miles away in the blue and next week
I am going to take over command of this post. I shall
have one other officer and one white Sergeant and
shall absolutely run my own show. I go off on the 4th
J uly and march by a little used route, which is actually
230 miles in length and I expect to reach my
destination in about 12 days. I hope to stay in my
new station to the end of my tour in November, 1928.
I have got about 20 carriers for my stores as you can
get nothing there except what you shoot or grow.
The men out here are splendid fellows and fine shots.
I arrived just in time for the trooping of the Colour
and I think even SergeantMajor Yaughan could have
found no fault with them on parade.
Am looking forward to getting my Dragon. My
address in future will be  Detachments 1st Nigeria
Regiment, Zuru, via Zuugeru, Northern Nigeria, W.
Africa.
Please remember me to all."
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Some three months ago you asked for the name
of the old " private of the Buffs " who sees The
Dragons my mother sends out.
My neighbour, to whom I, in turn send The Dragon,
says that though he never had the honour to serve in
the Buffs he is interested in everything to do with
East Kent as he still remains a Kentish Man in spite
of thirtyfive years of planting in South India.
He passes on the same paper to Capt. J. E.
Measham, R.A.M.C. (ret.) who served in Thrace with
the 1st Battalion at a place called Soufii and who is
greatly interested in all news of the Regiment and
sends his kind regards to old friends.
Sirikundru Estate,
Yours faithfully,
Valparai P.O.
J. H. DAUGLISII.
Coimbatore District,
S. India.
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Course formally opened.

Reading from left to right:—
Back roiv : P. S. C. Sutcliffe, S. G. Goodson, Dr. Rogerson, Dr. Pringle, C. H. French, R. H. M. Brooke, F. Alluutt,
F. R. Arnold, H. E. Green, Col. H. Findlay, Dr. Morris, P. T. S. Brook, Capt. C. E. A. Terry, Lieut. P. G.
Cro/.ier, Capt. R. HammoudDavies, C. J. Watson, J. W. Farmery, R. M. Bourne, C. A. Downs, II. A. Beatson,
E. V. Dean, P. C. Mount.
Front row: T. R. Worthing (Sec.), Col. J. Body, H. Mount, C. C. Williamson, Brig.Gen. R. McDouall,
Lieut.Col. C. E. Baynes, Douglas Grant, Col. W. H. Trevor, C. Powers, MajorGen. Sir A. LyndenBell,
Col. Sir Theodore Brinckman, Bart., Col. McCormick, Capt. H. H. C. Baird, Major J. V. R. Jackson,
L. U. Hubble and Major W. A. Bailey.
The match v. St. Augustine's, which was to have
taken place 011 July 23rd has been postponed to
October 2nd. The match v. Knole Park, Sevenoaks,
has been fixed for September 10th.
As a result of a challenge thrown out by Captain
Gilman White and Lt.Colonel J. H. Power, both late
of the 7th Division, a friendly foursome was recently
played at Knole Park against MajorGeneral Sir A.
LyndenBell and Lt.Colonel F. B. Dyne representing
the Society and the latter couple, both at the top of
their form, won comfortably by 5 and 3.

MEMBERSHIP.
The following new members have recently joined
the Society :—
Majors B. S. Collard, Campbell Laverton, F. W.
Foster and H. E. Ward ; and Captain L. A. Ramsay.
CONGRATULATIONS.
Mr. II. F. Whitfield and Mr. R. M. Bourne are to be
congratulated 011 having recently won the monthly
medals at Heme Bay and Prince's, Sandwich,
respectively.
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The 1st Battalion.

READERS

WHO

HAVE

looked forward for
a month to the usual bright
and snappy Editorial which
has been forthcoming for
so many issues from the
able pen of our Dragon
representative, will for this
month and next, I fear, be
disappointed as the latter,
seeking
new
fields
to
conquer, has departed to
the land of the Antipodes
011 two month's leave. His
onorous duties have, there
fore, devolved upon me.
However, I am in a fortunate position, as,
being stationed at Ranikhet, I am able to
" palm off " the job of writing the Bareilly
Editorial on one ol' the less fortunate
individuals sweltering down there, and also,
my work up here was considerably lightened,
a day or two ago, by finding a most complete
chronicle of the month's doings, written by
an energetic Detachment staff, to whom my
thanks are due.
Three things, however, I must mention.
First of all, as the first party is shortly due to
leave Ranikhet, I think it is an appropriate
time to express our thanks to the Duke of
Cornwall's Light Infantry for the excellent
time they have helped to give us for our first
tour of duty in the Hills. .Many clean and
exciting contests have we had against them
at nearly every branch of sport and we all
hope that we may meet again in the future and
repeat them. Cricket is one of the few games
at which we have not had an opportunity of
showing our prowess, but this we hope to
remedy in the cold weather when the D.C.L.I,
will probably come and visit us at Bareilly
and we shall send a team to Lucknow.
The second thing that—though it will be
found frequently in these notes—I am going
to mention, is the success of the Boxing team.
At comparatively short notice the two teams
really got down to hard training and as a
result literally " swept the board." Much
praise must go, as our Divisional Commander
said at the meeting, to those who fought but
were beaten. At this particular meeting one
would have liked to have given at least six
good loser's prizes.
And lastly (as the preacher would say)
we must offer our congratulations to our
successful " shikaris." During our short stay
in Ranikhet, Mr. Wilson and Captain Essell
have both shot panthers, and it is quite on

the boards that these will not be the only
successes in this direction. Let us hope that
Major Hart, who has been laid up for a good
many weeks past will be well enough to get
his 'ere we have to wander down the hill again.
Our other news will be found in detail in
the Detachment Notes, so I will inflict myself
no longer upon a longsuffering public, but
will make my bow for another month. (Loud
cheers).
Ranikhet Detachment Notes.
AIJU'IIEKA DAY.—On the 16th May, 1927, the
Detachment paraded on the Depot Parade Ground
in celebration of Albuhera Day.
After the Band and Drums had marched past in
" Slow " and " Quick " time, the Detachment marched
past the Detachment Commander in column of route,
and then back to barracks. As far as parades were
concerned, the remainder of the day was observed as
a holiday.
In the evening a Cinema show and Dance was held
at the Rink, Ranikhet, in which a very enjoyable
time was spent by all ranks and married families.
The Rink was kindly lent by Mr. Hudson, the Manager,
and he also arranged the Cinema Show which was
greatly appreciated by all. About 300 men turned out
and on the completion of the Pictures the Dance
commenced.
The Dance proved a huge success and the numbers
of those vyho attended were between four and live
hundred. We were visited by various ladies of the
Regiment, i.e., Mrs. HowardSmith, Mrs. Willows and
Mrs. Wilson. Our officers also turned up in full strength
and joined the merry throng. Two Bands were in
attteudance. The Bulls and The Rink, who played altern
ately. Owing to the large number of men (about 3U0) dan
ces were arranged for men only, and it proved a great suc
cess. All kinds of Charlestons were exhibited and I am sure
that the " Ammunition Boot " brigade had as good,
if not a better time, than the remainder. The whole
show went off without a hitch, thanks to the efforts of
the following :—C.S.M. Farrow, Sgts. Goss and Meakin
(M.C.'s), Sgt. Cross and L/Sgt. Phebey (Door), L/Cpl.
Humphrey and other N.C.O.'s who all contributed
toward making the show a success. We also
congratulate the ladies of the Regiment on turning up
in such large numbers and the Band Master, Mr. Leach,
and his Band for their line performance during the
evening, which contributed largely to the success.
The dance finished at 1 a.m. after a very pleasant
and enjoyable evening.
KING'S BIRTHDAY.—On the 3rd of June the
Detachment paraded, under the command of Major
W. IC. M. Leader, M.C., Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry. A composite Company was formed and
made up as follows :—Buffs, 130 ; D.C.L.I., 130 ;
Royal Berks, 30 ; and the R.C.O.'s, 50.
The company fired a " FeudeJ oie " after which
the royal salute was played. The different units then
" Marched Past " the Depot Commander.
DEPOT SPORTS. A Depot Individual Sports Meeting
was held on the 3rd, 4th and 6tli of June, 1927.
Congratulations to :—
Pte. Taylor (91) 2nd place in the 8S0 yards, "B"
Company; Pte Turner, 1st place in High Jump,
5 ft. 3| ins., "A" Company ; Sgt. Burville, 2nd place
in High Jump, 5 ft. 3 ins., "A" Company; Capt.
Wale and L/Cpl. Brawn, tie in High J ump, 5 ft. 2 ins.,
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One cataclysm has occurred recently—the Quarter
master, too, has gone on leave—a thing he has never
done before. One has often heard of Quartermasters
getting measles for the first time about his time of life,
but the outbreak of this new disease should surely
cause no little anxiety in the medical world.
The fact that most of these notes deal with leave
and other similar duties, not actually concerned with
Bareilly itself—speaks for itself. There is 110 news
here. An average temperature of 110 degrees is
inclined to make one feel that life is not spelt with
a capital 1,.
Bareilly—I would have you know
If suffering from " weather."
Though Dragons come and Dragons go
I can't go on for ever.
And 011 this account, therefore—" Full Stop."
STOP PRESS.—The " rains " have now come, and with
a vengeance. We are now more like the " Brook "
than ever. But " II.M.S. 1st Bu. I he Buffs ' is
still afioat—heaven help the sailors ! We shall
never again complain of good old English weather !
A.J.D.R.
Learning to Bolo the Bat.
An officer ordered to India for the first time usually
decides before leaving England, that he will learn the
language, and accordingly starts his voyage armed
with a book " Learn to speak Hindustani in a month "
or some equally alluring title, having visions of being
able to hold his own 011 arrival. He starts off on board
by learning strings of words from the vocabulary, but
is' depressed at the results of experiments 011 Indian
members of the ship's company ; nothing daunted,
he next turns his attention to that portion of the book
dedicated to " useful sentences for all occasions," all
such books devoting space to this branch of study.
The idea is undoubtedly good, but the classification of
sentences under various categories is, however, some
what misleading, for under " Social and Domestic "
we find " the murderer will be hanged tomorrow "
and a sentence relegated to " Tours and Travel " tells
us somewhat discouragingly " His brother was learning
Urdu for 15 years."
Before the end of the voyage our friend has formed
two definite conclusions ; firstly,
the title of the book
he bought was grossly misleading and secondly, that
oriental languages are not his strong point.
The lot of the British officer, 011 arrival in India
for the first time, is not an easy one ; 011 to the ship
comes a swarm of wouldbe bearers, armed with chits
extolling their virtues ; the scene is one of
indescribable babel and confusion. The crowd is
composed of bearers, good, bad, indifferent and those
wlio are not. bearers at all, but sweepers, hoping to
better their lot at the expense of a green Sahib ; their
calling would be diagnosed at first sight by an old
hand. The only perquisite which falls to the lot of
these " knights of the broom " is that of daily
supplying a bone for " master's " dog at a monthly
remuneration which is out of all proportion to the goods
supplied ; the identification, by dating and initialling
any particular bone and examination of bones supplied
611 subsequent occasions will let. one into a trick of the
trade.
The chit system is a most important one in the
eyes of a native who does anything for one in India ;
it is useless to hope to save one's successor by giving
a bad chit as it is immediately destroyed. Anything
detrimental, written as a warning, must be skilfully
veiled to avoid detection; a good chit commands
a price in the bazaar where traffic in such documents
is carried 011.

To revert to onr friend who has just arrived. In
self deference he seizes and inspects the chits of one of
the crowd ; they are not bad, nor are they inspiring.
He tries several more with the same result. At last
he finds what must refer to a paragon of virtue "
if
anyone wants a really good, honest, trustworthy and
thoroughly reliable bearer ; I can strongly recommend
you to give him a berth, a very wide one." Our friend
fortunately read to the end and was saved, and
proceeds to inspect yet another bundle of greasy chits,
the while the rejected candidate does not cease to press
his claims ; " My last master, he very fond of me,
he call me pet name ; he call me Barabas." In
desperation a retainer is at last selected for better or
for worse, for richer or for poorer, invariably the latter,
and with the assistance of his new acquisition the
traveller eventually fetches up at his unit.
Shortly after his arrival, the resolution, which our
friend made so lightly in London, receives something
of a jog in the form of a chit from Orderly Room. This
leaves 110 room for doubt that the Commanding Officer
expects him to pass an examination in Urdu at an
alarmingly early date. The only thing to be done is
to engage a Munshi.
Now Munshis are a kind with themselves. Their
qualities as teachers, of course vary, but there are
two characteristics common to ail Munsliies ; one is
a supreme contempt for any grammar book one may
already possess ; the other is a marked aptitude for
inducing sleep. The powers of F.S.R. and similar
manuals, in this direction, pale before those of the
genus Munshi.
Our friend has already embarked 1111011 a course,
and whilst awake, really does make headway. There
are, however, many seemingly insuperable difficulties.
For example, the affirmative in Urdu, when expressed
by a native, is invariably accompanied by a
simultaneous upward and backward jerk of the head.
The only antidote for endeavours in this direction. 011
the part of an European, is a generous application of
Elliman's Embrocation to the back of the neck.
We will leave our hero, with the temperature at
110 degrees stretched out 011 a long chair after lunch
studying his grammar book. His Munshi is due to
come this evening. He will wake up about tea time
with a remarkably clannny feeling round his neck and
will curse himself for not having removed his tie and
loosened his collar before settling down to do his home
work ; we will, however, leave him still asleep,
blissfully dreaming that the authorities have decided
to conscript all Munshis to teach English to the
population of India.
X.S.H.
" B " Company.
Hello ! Hello ! Hello ! "B" Company calling. 2 LO
England, please. Is that The Dragon Office speaking ?
Yes. This is "B" Company, 1st Battalion The Buffs
(India) speaking. I hear you are waiting patiently
for a few notes from us. Right you are. Get out
your scribbling pad and take down the following.
Are you ready ? Yes ! Well here goes :—
Now that we have once again settled down in a new
place of abode, I will endeavour to let our readers
know what has been happening to us during the past
month. In last month's Dragon our march from
Kathgodam to Ranikhet was described and there was
little time left in which to talk about other things.
Quite a few interesting events have taken place since
our last notes went to the " Press."
(1) Albuhera Day ; (2) King's Birthday ; (3)
Depot Sports ; (4) Football ; (5) Depot Boxing
Tournament and (6) lastly but not least, " T.O.E.T."
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Now for a brief outline of each :—
ALBUHERA
DAY.—The Company paraded at
7.30 a.m. at Pinnacle Point, and marched down to the
Depot Parade Ground with the remainder of the
Detachment, i.e., ("A" and "Details " H.Q. Wing)
where a ceremonial parade was held, in celebration of
Albuhera Day."
The Band and Drums marched past in "Slow"
and " Ouick " time. Then the Detachment Marched
Past the Detachment Commander in column of route
and back to barracks.
The remainder of the day was observed as a holiday.
The Company held a Ouoits championship competition,
for which prizes were given. Congratulations to
winners Pte. Bullimore and Jones, 1st and L/Cpl.
Brawn and Pte. Ingram, 2nd, and a hearty vote of
thanks to Cpl. Cook and L/Cpl. Hogbiu for theii willing
and able work in the judging of the competition.
Commencing at 6 p.m. a Cinema Show and Dance
was held at the " Rink," Ranikhet, of which a more
detailed account will be rendered in Detachment Notes.
Suffice to say, it was voted a great success by all who
attended (roughly 500).
KING'S BIRTHDAY.—On the 3rd of June, the
Detachment paraded at 7.30 a.m. and marched down to
the Depot Parade Ground, where a ceremonial parade
was held, under the Command of Major W. K. M.
Leader, M.C., Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry, the
Alma Barrack Depot Commander. A composite
company numbering about 340 was made up as follows ;
Det. 1st Buffs, 130; D.C.L.I., 130; Royal Berks.,
30 ; Royal C. of Signals, 50.
The Company formed up in " Line " and fired a
" FeuDeJoie," then the royal salute was played.
The different units then Marched Past the Depot
Commander.
DEPOT SPORTS.—A Depot Individual Sports Meeting
was held on the 3rd. 4th and 6th June. Con
gratulations to Pte. Taylor (91) on getting second place
in the 880 yards ; also L/Cpl. Brawn and Cpl.
Richardson as finalists in the Long J ump, who were
rather unlucky in not getting placed (better luck next
time!) and Capt. N. G. Wale, High Jump, who was
beaten at 5 ft. 2 ins., the winner of the High Jump
doing 5 ft. 3f ins. Congratulations to Ptes. Message,
Langley, Rose, Barndeu and others who entered, but
were knocked out of the contests. (Hope they have
better luck next time).
FOOTBALL.—On the 18th May we met "A" Coy.,
D.C.L.I, in a League Match. Owing to L/Cpl. Home,
and Ptes. Flisher and Barnes being in hospital, we
could not field our strongest team. The team lined
up as follows :—
Goal : Pte. Morecroft ; Backs : Ptes. Castle and
l'uttock ; H.Backs : Ptes. Savage, A. Morris and
Ovendeu ; Forwards : Ptes. Ingram, Richards, Elgie,
L/Cpl. Foreman and L/Cpl. Brawn).
From the kickoff our opponents broke away, but
sent the ball well over the crossbar. Our goal had
several narrow escapes and after 20 minutes play,
our opponents found the net. After the interval, our
team played well, but were unsuccessful in their efforts
to equalise, and the final whistle blew with the score
at 1—0 for "A" Company, D.C.L.I.
On the 25th May we met the Details, D.C.L.I.
In this match we tried to find new talent and the team
lined up as follows
Goal : L/Cpl. Foreman ; Backs : Ptes. Castle and
Puttock ; H.Backs : Ptes. Savage,
Morris and
Flisher ; Forwards : Pte. Ingram, C.S.M. Farrow,
Pte. Elgie, L/Cpl. Home and L/Cpl. Brawn.
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Play opened fast and after fifteen
minutes' play,
C.S.M. Farrow netted with a great drive. The play
continued to be very fast, and. the ball was moving
from one end of the field to the other. Our opponents
scored the equaliser after forty minutes' exciting play.
After the interval, our team pressed hotly, but seemed
to have great difficulty in scoring. Our opponents'
goal had a charmed life, but our efforts met with the
success they deserved through Ingram (our left winger)
sending in a beautiful centre, with which L/Cpl. Brawn
had no difficulty in heading through the net. During
the last ten minutes, our opponets attacked strongly,
and forcing a corner, scored the equaliser one minute
before time.
The final score was 2—2.
C.S.M. Farrow, our new player, played a good,
sound game, and with practice will be a useful addition
to the Company team.
L/Cpl. Home, who played in the forward line, was
rather out of place, and I think he should never leave
his position between the sticks, for he is recognised by
all as the best Goalie in the Battalion.
Our next match was against "C" Coy., D.C.L.I.
(League Match) and our team was as follows :—
Goal : L/Cpl. Home ; Backs : Ptes. Castle and
Puttock; H.Backs : Ptes.
Savage,
Morris
and
Flisher; Forwards: Pte. Ingram, C.S.M. Farrow,
Pte. Elgie, L/Cpl. Brawn and L/Cpl. Foreman.
From the kickoff, Elgie passed to Ingram, who,
making a fine run down the wing, shot for goal, to miss
by a few inches. Ten minutes later, C.S.M. Farrow
and L/Cpl. Foreman took the ball through our
opponents' defence and C.S.M. Farrow scored with
a low drive. Shortly after, "C" Coy. equalised.
The second half opened in a spectacular manner.
Our forwards swept through the opposing defence,
combining splendidly, and L/Cpl. Foreman completed
the movement with a shot that gave the goalie no
chance whatever. A little later a penalty was given
against us for " Hands " and was converted, bringing
the scores level again. "C" Coy. now began to attack
strongly and from a corner kick scored again. A
penalty was given against "C" Coy., and L/Cpl. Home
who was trusted with the " spot kick," drove straight
at the goalie, who cleared splendidly. During the
last ten minutes, "C" Coy. again scored and the final
whistle blew with the score at 4—2 against.
Our latest match took place on the 10th June, when
we met "A" Company, 1st Buffs in a League match.
Nothing very exciting happened during this game and
it resulted in a win for us of 3—2. "B" Coy. pressed
hard for the first twenty minutes, Pte. Elgie scoring
two goals and C.S.M. F'arrow one. All three goals
came through the efforts of the left wing and our right
wing seemed altogether too slow. At half time the
score sheet stood at three nil for us. After the interval
"A" Coy. scored twice and that was the final score.
Our team lined up as follows :—
Goal : L/Cpl. Home ; Backs : Castle and Puttock;
H.Backs : Ptes. Savage, Morris and Flisher ;
Forwards : Pte. Ingram, C.S.M. Farrow, Pte. Elgie,
L/Cpl. Foreman and L/Cpl. Brawn).
BOXING.—On the 7th, 8tli and 9th of June a Team
and Individual Boxing Competition was held in the
Gymnasium, Alma Barracks, Ranikhet. Each unit
was allowed to enter two teams of eight. ("A" and
"B" team). "B" Company's competitors were :—
Ptes. Whitehead, Isted, Humbles, R. Moore, B. Moore,
Rashbrook, Denham, Lacey, 2nd/Cpl. Butcher.
On the first night fourteen fights
took place all
told; the second night 14 and the third and final
night eight. During the first
night's bouts, the
following "B" Company competitors took part:—
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Pte. Whitehead, "B" team was disqualified in the
third round for " holding " ; Pte. Isted, "A" team,
won on points after a good, clean fight ; Pte. Humbles,
"B" team had a walkover as his opponent was
scratched ; Pte. R. Moore was knocked out in the
first round.
The second night our competitors were :—
Pte. B. Moore, had the misfortune to be declared
medically unfit by the M.O. owing to an injury received
during training ; Pte. Isted won on points after an
extra round ; Pte. Humbles met Pte. Denliam and was
beaten by him. Humbles put up a very good show
against a better man and was awarded the Best Loser's
Cup ; Pte. Lacey was knocked out in the second
round.
The third and final night:—
Pte. Rashbrooke won the final
of the Bantam
weight with a knockout in the first
round; Pte.
Isted won the final of the Leatherweight on points ;
Pte. Denliam won the final of the Lightweight on
points.
"A" Company also won three finals,
i.e., Cpl.
Hudson, L/Cpl. Gudgeon and Pte. Allen, which
combined with the winners of finals of "B" Company,
won for the Detachment the "A" Team Competition
and the Challenge Cup. During the interval 011 the
final night, a demonstration was given by C.Q.M.S.
Gravells, 1st Battalion The Lincolnshire Regiment
(late A.S.P.T.) on " How to score in Army Boxing
and Foul Blows," and was warmly applauded by all.
\t the end of the tournament, MajorGeneral Sir
George Mc K. Franks, IC.C.B., G.O.C., 3rd Indian
Division, presented the winners and runnersup with
Cups and Medals and to the winning team the Challenge
Cup.
He congratulated The Buffs 011 their fine
sporting spirit and was proud to know that we were
under his command. Before closing these boxing
notes, I must congratulate the team and all who helped
to make the show a success.
T.O.E.T.—Now that 1 have come to my last
subject, I hardly know what to say, for it is the same
old story over again. Everybody who has been or is
in the Army now, know that preparatory to firing the
Annual Weapon Training Course, we do a period of
about three weeks' musketry. The Company have
been doing this training now for the past fortnight
and this being the last week before commencing the
Course, all are busily engaged " Passing Out."
I have come to the end of my notes for this month,
so will ring off now. Have you got it all down
Yes !
Very well, " ring off " until next month. Cheerio !
K.A.T.
The Band.

The only tiling of any importance that we have been doing this
month is our Annual Stretcher Course.
At Sport the Group Has fared very badly, having played font
matches of which one was a draw and the others were lost.
We have managed to play a few games against Company Second
Elevens, viz..—
vers us "B" Company ...
... Won 3—1
„
"B" Company
Won 2—1
„
"B" Company ...
... Lost 1—3
,,
"A" Company ...
... Lost I—3
The Boys have only had one game this mouth, which they lost by
21. After keeping tlie D.C.L.I. Boys penned in their own half most
of the second half of the match they could only score once. Boy \\ .
Longman was the most outstanding" player on the field and will make
a fine halfback for the Company in the near future.

MILITARY MUS(K)INGS.
The Adjutant's Mehrbani.

Though our Adjutant is gentle (!) tactful, humorous and bland,
Yet one morn, he was " froth blowing," in a fury at the Band.
For that body of musicians, had become extremely slack
And their version of a Fox Trot, made a tuneful eardrum cratk
So the Adjutant in anger uttered bitter words and hard.
And lie finished up by saying, " You can damn well go on guard ! "
So that night, equipment polished, (not a speck of dust did show 1)
All our gallant music makers did a spot of sentry go !
Now the lines the men were housed in were as ancient as the hills,
And the condemnations on them, quite a goodsized volume fills.
And that night a set of barracks, fell with a loud report and grand :
And the barracks that had fallen were the barracks of the Band.

Had the men been there within them every single soul had died.
But the Band were in the guardhouse, sleeping safe and sound
inside 1
The next day a deputation, on the Adjutant did wait.
Saying, as they hung a garland round his bashful neck in state,
" Ever will our children bless you, ever pray for you our wives ^
May good fortune smile upon you, for preserving all our lives !"
B.S. K.

The Drums.

Here we are again, all merry and bright.
We are all looking
forward to our return to Bareilly, and football. Ranikhet is not a very
grand place, and we have all taken to cowpunching. At least, most
of us are to be seen in the evenings " rushing f' around on very question
ablelooking hill ponies. It is said that when you dismount you should
lean your pony against a wall or pine tree to counteract the possible
chance of the poor animal falling down ! Some of us arc entering in
the Mounted Infantry Flat Race, all troops entering to ride on hired
hill ponies. Among our leading jockeys are " Swill," " Donoghue,"
"Ivv" Carslake, "Ginger" Weston, "Jacko" Elliott, and
" Bangers'" Walsh. From these we expect the winners, as they can
all pick out a good horse by the number of hairs in its tail. (As some
of them have not got any ta'il to speak of it will not be a hard job to find
a good liorse).
Another hobby now in vogue in the "Drums' is photography.
L/Cpl. Crook has taken some very good snaps of Indians at work, and
we understand that he is going to take some snaps of the graves of the
1/4 Buffs who were buried in Ranikhet Cemetery in 1918.
The Ranikhet Depot Sports were held on the football ground, on
the 3rd, 4th and 5th of June. Ted Arnold is to be congratulated on
running second in the 220 yards to the Champion of the Sudan. They
were the only two in that' heat. The Drums were pretty prominent
in the Depot Rille Meeting, "E.I4" coming third. The team was as
followsCaptain, Cpl. Sinclair; I,/Cpl. Harrison and Ireland :
Dmrs. Arnold, Thomas, Harland and Bdins. Clifton, and Glanfield.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How does " Froggy " like China ?
Who caused I vy's trouble ?
Where did Mutt get his " Piehard " ?
Will " Hessy " get a bung ?
Does Mallet" like Kud climbing and why ?
Where did Griggo go on the evening of the 17th illSt.
How long has Snelling been leading sidedrummer ?
And did he represent the guns on the King's Birthday Parade ?
What did Madame get eight days for, and does he know how to
use a broom ?
Does Corlett know anything of Hindustani ? If so, why did he ask
a Meter
How much is " Kitne Pice " ? Ask me.
R.C.T 1951. SAI WEN.

Daily routine of a Soldier's Life
TOLD IN A FEW WELLKNOWN ILYMNS.

8. 0 a.m.
6.45 a.m.
8. 0 a.m.
8.45 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
11.45 a.m.
1.0 p.m.
2.15 p.m.
3.15 o.m.
4.15 p.m.
5. 0 p.m.

6. 0 p.m.
6.30 p.m.
7. 0 p.m.
9.45 p.m.
10. 0 p.m.
10.15 p.m.
11. 0 p.m.
11.30 p.m.

Reveille :
Ouartcr :
Breakfast:
Manoeuvre" :
Cov. Office :
Kit inspection :
Swedish Drill:
Dinner:
Rille Drill :
Lecture by Officer :
Dismiss:

Christians, Awake 1
Art thou weary 3
Meekly wait and murmur not.
Fight the good fight.
Oft in danger, oft in woe.
All things bright and beautiful.
Here we sutler grief and pain.
Come, ye faithful people, come.
Go labour on.
Tell me the old, old story.
Praise God trom whom all blessings
flow.
Tea:
What means this eager anxious
throng ?
Free for the night: O Lord, how happy we shall be.
We do not know, we cannot tell.
Out of Bounds :
Onward, Christian Soldiers.
Route March :
We plough the fields and scatter.
Air Raid Drill :
All arc safely gathered in.
Last Post:
Peace, perfect peace.
Lights Out :
Night Manoeuvres : The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended.
Orderly Officer,
Guard inspected : Sleep on, beloved.

Machine Gun Platoon.

Well, here we are again, turning up like the proverbial bad penny,
though I trust our reappearance will be greeted with greater pleasure
than that of the said counterfeit coin. However, it is nothing unusual
for us to " turnup" : we are continually turning up somewhere or
something, either our sleeves, our noses, or ourselves, but that of course
Is already a wellknown fact.
During the interval that has elapsed since I last took up my quill
and parchment in this noble monthly effort to acquaint others with
our miscellaneous " doings." Many things have happened, things
both great and small, for instance, " King Sol" has appeared and
retired over the local horizon approximately thirty times. We do
not object to that in the least, but we do object to the fact that at each
retirement he leaves the majority of us a few ounces deficient of weight
and that he is obviously doing ltis utmost to reduce us to mere " grease
spots." Luckilv we shall soon be able to escape his warm attentions
by going to a "hill station ; otherwise, 1 fear there would be quite
a number of " Gunners" deficient, and in their place an equal number
of greasespots, surplus.
Our usual activities in the vicinity of tlie Parade ground have also
been subjected to the " reduction" process (though I have not, so far,
heard any complaints about that), but wc usually make an appearance
between "the right and left guides somewhat early in the morning,
whilst the proverbial larks arc still enjoying their " pillow drill."
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Our evolutions in connection with I.T. Vol. I., 1926, we per
form shortly after dawn, thus evading the heat of the dav. After
wards other evolutions are performed 011 "Horizontal planes'' beneath
the Punkhas by all and sundry at their leisure.
Strange and mysterious rumours have reached our expectant ears
from our future hill station, Ranikhet ; tales of luscious repasts and
pork pies for dinner. On hearing news of that description, several
people of renowned eating abilities were observed to be in difficulties
and shewed signs similar to individuals badly in need of artificial
respiration. Imagination, combined with anticipation had, we
presume, set their back teeth awash. We trust that there is a con
siderable amount of truth in these rumours that come " floating"
down from the hills.
Several of our " old hands" who left us a few months ago 011 their
return to " Civvie Street" from Gibraltar, have, we notice, been re
called from the " Reserve" for service in China. From such members
of this Platoon who experienced the pleasure of their friendship and
the sorrow of their departure, I venture to extend sincere wishes for
tlie very best of luck and a good time in the land of chopsticks and
unrest, for a safe return t 1 the Old Country, and hopes of a happier
meeting there in the near future.
Our sportsmen have again put in some good work between the goal
posts this month, and it is very gratifying to know that tiieir efforts
have attained much success. Our various opponents, have, 1 believe,
discovered at their own expense that our teams are real "stickers"
and full of " pep." Many little tributes, but very few criticisms,
have been accorded to our lads, and there is no doubt thev have
thoroughly earned their laurels in every respect.
Facing "C" Company's much superior team on the Hockey ground,
our 1st XI. played the game of their lives. The play was
extremely fast and some pretty work was witnessed 011 this occasion.
The result, a goalless draw,, was a surprise for all who saw the game,'
the excellent " saves " by our Goalie, Pte. Bidwell, being the main
feature. "C" Company certainly had two fairsized slices of hard
luck, vet our lads held them well, and in all respects played a fine game.
Meeting the R.A. team a few days later our lads pfaved well up to
the mark again, but 0x1 this occasion we lost 2!), which was a very
good result considering the strength of our opponents' team.
Later, we again met "C" Company losing 2 0 after a fast and
exciting game. Our team did not settle into their stride so well on
thi" occasion, though they played an excellent game. Our 2nd
Hockey XI., meeting the R.A., succeeded in drawing 11, a good per
formance 011 tiieir part, i think, in everyone's estimation !
At "S'coer" we have also met with a fair measure of success.
Our 1st XI., meeting "D" Company, proved themselves worthy
opponents of that teim, the result of a fast and exciting match being
a draw 22, Privates Ring and Bishop scoring our goals.
Meeting the " Stall's and Departments," our 2nd XI. put up another
good performance, the result, 2 2, being a wellearned one on the part
of our lads. Cpl. Deverson and Pte. Taylor were responsible for plac
ing the leather sphere where we wanted it.
In their last and recent match, versus The R.A., they failed to fulfil
our expectations, losing I 0 after rather a poor game.
To all
appearances they could not get going with their usual dexterity,
but we cannot always expect success, though we never fail to hope for
Iu a fe.v " friendly" games our " danker" team has enjoved some
good sport, meeting the " Ward Boys " three times in quick succession.
They drew 2 2, lost 2 1, and won 20 respectively: also in a good
game versus our own " Odds and Ends" they drew 00. Well done,
the " Dankers ! " keep it tip and fame will come in time, even if those
who finish next year miss the arrival of the laurels.
In conclusion, may I remark that we anticipate great things of our
Footer and Hockey teams in the new " KnockOut " games about to
begin. The pleasure of announcing our ultimate success in the finals
thereof would be great, and being an optimist among optimists I shall
most certainly expect that pleasure to he mine.
By "LANCE NAIK."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Can " Cha and Wads" be obtained on request from a rangetaker's
class ?
Or did our chainbreaker make a slight mistake ?
Is it necessary to proceed with an argument if one. " fails to differ ? ''
Could " Crib" enlighten us ?
Why the " turn ant " on the night of the 10th instant ?
Was it anything to do with " monkeys and parrots " ?
And will there be a " wedding" in the M.G.P. very soon ?

The Signals.
" The World is but a Stage," is a statement made in poems and
proverbs, and if such is the case we may perhaps consider ourselves to
be upon a raised portion, for we still reside at Ranikhet.
Ilill climbing is to us now, but a secondary consideration : no
longer do we need huge sticks or have to hang 011 to tree stumps. It
will, in fact, seem a different country to us when we return to the
plains and find 11 thing but level ground around us.
Since our arrival here we have had three or four of our number
in hospital at different times, but sucli can be expected considering
the climate is not of the kind that Europeans thrive under.
From signal training we have turned our minds to solving the
many pitfalls of that wellknown army term T.O.E.T. Many are the
snares that are contained within its meaning and as we find by
experience, T.O.E.T. must be nursed and coaxed so that even
the hardest of instructors must find a few kind words in its favour.
The firing of our annual musketry course has just commenced,
and as usual, all arc getting ready to decorate tunics witli the " marks
man's " badge. Let us hope this preparation will not be in vain.
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As regards the sporting line we have a feu important items jo our
credit. "II.O." Wing's tugofvvar team which is made up mostly
from signallers, was selected to represent the Detachment in the Depot
Sports and succeeded in obtaining second place, only losing the lead
by one point. Two of our number, L/Cpl. Coveney and Pte. Ralph,
entered for the Boxing, whilst Pte. Ford gave 11s a good run in the 440
yards.
Football, as usual, fills most of our time during the evenings and
many good games have been played against other Units.
Quite a bit of excitement was caused on the " Derby" when a
" book" was opened by an enterprising signaller. He certainlv had
an eye to making a pile, but unfortunately the favoured horses won
and as usual(?) the " bookie " lost.
Various hobbies seem to have suddenlv sprung from nowhere and
during odd moments quite a number of the section can lie observed
making such things as mats and table covers. That, together with the
fact that several have taken tip a correspondence course with a well
known college in England, makes us think that a lot of men are getting
ready for the return to civilian life.
At any rate quite a number are looking forward to the next trooping
season. Good luck of course, is wished them and we hope they will not
be disappointed.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is this " Bladder's " last musketry course ?
Or will he sign 011 ?
Does it pay to have " Blue Lights " ?
When will the " Crockery fund " stop ?
COBBLER.

" A " Company.
The habits of our sub editor in this Battalion must indeed be of the
regular variety, because every month as regular as clockwork Im
promptu causes a notice to be inserted in Battalion Orders notifying
the learned Company Scribes that the notes and "other items of
interest " are due in.
Being one of the aforesaid mentioned scribes I fail to see where the
"other items of interest" come in. The only interest I derive from
writing these notes is by watching the face of the fellow who has kindly
loaned me his writing pad for the occasion. The various grimaces lie
keeps pulling suggest to me that he has a little Scotch blood. Still, 110
doubt the reader wants some news instead of gossip, so here gncs.
We are stilt enjoying the cool, bracing air at Ranikhet, but by the
time these notes are published we shall have had a couple of months'
experience of the heat down 011 the Plains.
. During our stay in the 11 ids we have completed our annual course,
the results were not in keeping with our usual good a\erage, but 1
attribute this to two things: (!) that the range resembles a scenic
railway ; and (2) the course only being in its experimental stage.
Much rejoicing was caused by the fact that, the course being fired
only as an experiment, the " tanners" were allowed to be retained 011
the previous year's score.
Being on detachment we could not make too big a show on Albuhera
Day. A portion of the "Troop" and a "March Past" was carried
out on the Depot Parade Ground in the morning. Capt. L. M. S.
Essell took the salute. In the evening, an all ranks' dance and picture
show was arranged and resulted in a very wellenjoved evening.
Although the Depot has only one football ground, the Company
usually have a match 011 nearly every evening and consequently it
would occupy too much space to describe each match. In meeting our
neighbours, " The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry " we usually get
smartened up " as the troops express it. but on the whole we put un
a fairly good show.
We have our own back on them in the boxing ring. I11 a recent
Depot tournament, the " Buffs' " detachment obliged by taking nearly
all the cups and trophies. Congratulations to the whole of "A"
Company's team 011 the excellent show thev put up, especially the
finalists, namely, Cpl. Hudson, L/Cpl. Gudgeon and Pte. Allen.
In the Depot Sports Meeting we were rather handicapped owing
to the fact that two of our leading lights were engaged elsewhere,
namely, Lieut. Foster, and L Cpl. Ilodkin, Still, we were pulled into
the limelight by the good work of Sgt. Burville and Pte. Turner.
.. oAl l,r!v5eilt wc are kePt engaged by a novel pastime known as
hangar
building. Under the able tuition of Sgt. Willing we find
the highest point possible and then convey all the boulders and large
stones we can possibly find within a threemile radius and take them to
our prearranged place of assembly. Here our worthy Pte. Brissenden
will be seen trying to make a straight wall with a number of irregular
shaped stones, and when Sgt. Willing is not in the vicinity he emits
several praises in respect of this ancient method of building.
Before closing I should like to know the identity of the N.C.O. who
informed the Orderly Officer that he polished his rifle with varnish
and when he reads this will he " ring "
?
Still, I must not say too much about him as he is now orderly
sergeant and he might have his own back by warning me for a
QUARTER GUARD."

HEARD ON WEAPON TRAINING PARADE.
Officer of "11" Company {lecturing. a s./itad): "Of course, the reason
that "A" Company fired badly was because their rifles were not
properly cleaned."
O.C.

Company (front doion the khitd)

" I beg your pardon

1

?"
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"C"4Company.

"C" Company and the word hockey seem to usually find themselves
on the same page. After a series of very evenly contested matches,
we find ourselves the winners of the Bareilly interCompany 1st XI.
Hockey League. The 5tli Field Battery It.A. gave us the closest games
we could possibly wish for, but in the first at home we managed to win
I —0. In the return game there was no score after a really fast
and liardfought match. Our 1st and 2nd football and 2nd XI hockey
teams have not been so successful, but it is cheering to see the improve
ment shown, especially in hockey by I'tes. Hover, Grighton, JJlderkin
and several others.
The rains broke on the night of June 17th which will make it almost
impossible to finish the inter platoon hockey and football before the
hill parties change over early next month.
Let the company sportsmen note that the 2nd Battalion made their
famous boxers in India. One gymn. is now well rigged up : it only
requires the material in man power to do the rest. These long, wet
evenings in front of us should be occupied with a view of again setting
the high standard that we have done during the last two years in the
Harris Shield Boxing. The Company has now finished
the annual
" pokeydie" in all its various forms and most of us rest on our laurels
with a " staff job." A few and only a very few have taken the
opportunity of leave, amongst them our Company Commander, Capt.
Tuke, who, rumour lias it, has gone to Australia to prospect. May he
have a really enjoyable and successful trip.
It is a great relief to many that we are to stay on the plains the
whole summer. From what we have seen so far ev ery man would do
well to purchase either a boat and a pair of sea boots or bathing dress.
Rain in tlie hills does run away, but even then there is little to do except
to become an expert mountaineer, which is energetic work in this
climate.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who is Company Shot this year and did he shoot well ?

" D " Company.

Well ' dear readers, no doubt you are wondering when the remainder
of the notes arc coming to light. Owing to lack of space, the Editor
could not publish them in last month's issue. 1 am glad to say the
latter was very much appreciated by all ranks.
This month's sport, in the shape of Hockey and Football, lias been
going in full swing. Although the Company has not been able to get
high up in the Hockey League, its interFootball Matches have shewn
great advancement and 110 doubt in time to come, tlie Company will be
able to put a good Team into the Field. No. 13 Platoon is going strong,
but of course they will meet their masters when they p'ay No. 14, and
when we go to the Hills next month we shall have plenty of time to run
off our inter Platoon Shield Matches. We shall also have a chance of
playing other matches for where we are going there is a Battalion of
the Lincolnshire Regiment besides a detachment of the Dorset Rest.
The Company is now about to start the Annual Musketry year (new
course) and no doubt some or them will be pleased, especially as we shall
be on our own with no duties to find.
Of course, the Married Men will
find it a bit hard travelling from Ranikhet in the early hours of the
morning (if they go home overnight), but those difficulties are soon
overcome.
T.'Sgt. Faulkner and his merry Band of Police arc about to rejoin
us from Naini Tal and no doubt they will have something to tell us of
the pretty place. Also they maj have some notes for us to read, but
I am afraid they will nol be in time for inclusion in these notes, so I
will leave them over.
The Company would like to hear from Cpl. Woollard , no doubt
he could give us some interesting stories from his Contingent and
also some snaps ol the place.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

What is a Phyllis's joy parade ? Ask Masher.
Does oil on the bolt" extract cartridges or would they come out
better by " Pullen "en. ?
What is the games between Hales and Cooper. Is it (li.)o N(c'ill ?
Would not tiie " All Ranks' Turkish Path " he more appropriate ?
Who will be Company Shot this year 3 Ask Redman.

Officer's Dress.
(1) It is notified that tlie referendum taken among
officers on the subject of the khaki service cap has
resulted in a considerable majority in favour of the
Flexolite cap which will henceforth be adopted by the
1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions.
The Flexolite cap is made by A. J. White, 74
Jermyn Street, who has undertaken to supply it to
other hatters when recpiested.
(Note. Officers are informed that Messrs. Cater are
now trading under the name of J. Daniels, 62 Pall Mall.)
(2) There will be no change in the two blue caps.
In the referendum which was taken as to the adoption
of either or both of the new pattern blue caps which
have recently been submitted, a majority in both
battalions was in favour of no change.
(3) A sealed pattern Sam Browne belt, scabbard,
equipment, etc., has now been registered at The
Wilkinson's Sword Company, Pall Mall.
F.W.T.

The 2nd Battalion.
MYHEfclif«4of|an [editor, like that
r\~77//T/3/y/7SJL
ofCJany^other worried and
individual, is divided
periods of activity and periods
of exceptional activity. One refuses
to contemplate the rapid alternation
in the case of a ' daily ' or even
a ' weekly ' : it might be easier
to keep one's clothing suited to the
vagaries of the English climate.
Imagine, however, the lot of an
editor of a monthly paper, or even
a subeditor, combining the arduous
duties of publicity agent, flaneur,
collector, sorter, censor, steno
grapher, despatcher and delivery
boy ;
not
to
mention
those
extraneous
occupations
which
.
, necessitate spending a day in the
country, not returning until seven
in the morning, and rambling with a few friends over
the healthy dales. These latter diversions invariably
coincide wirh the periods of extreme activity in the
editorial world, resulting in complete chaos in the
office.
This month, which like all mouths in the literary
world, is " just too late for last month " to
lust in
time for this month," has been memorable for many
things : exceptional rain, as usual, only more so ; ong
and' exasperating treks up to the liills, and descents
into bottomless bogs : D.C. al fine.
After a week of
battalion training in barracks we marched out, full
of hope, to Old" Dean Common camp, which place
called down words which would surely have made that
dignitary turn in his grave. After three days' solid
rain we gave up hope and returned to barracks, to be
met with three days of sunshine. This made our hojjes
and fears vie with our enthusiasm and our distrust.
Returning by a circuitous route at night by way of
a scheme, we crept unseen to within three miles of the
camp under cover of darkness. As soon as the sun
rose the battalion did a valiant rush to the foot of the
common, beating all corners, and, we fondly thought,
the weather ; but J upitcr, with the wateringcan was
one too good for us and even as we entered the lines
a furious thunderstorm broke over us. In the week
that followed a few fine intervals were made use of
until the moment came to strike camp. The orders
for this were in code and all times were secretly put
on three hours ; no one but the Adjutant knew, not
even the N.A.A.F.I. The M.C. stole out of his tent
on all fours ; a whisper was passed from tent to tent,
almost imperceptibly guyropes were rolled and pegs
uprooted, but the wily weathergod evidently had
watches, g.s., one, and binoculars prismatic, prs. one
(II.Q. Wing please note) and simultaneous with the
whistle the hose was turned on. We returned soaked,
but ready for Brigade Training.
Writing now on the evening after the final day,
it is possible to summarize this as a series of amend
ments and abridgements, curtailments and cancellations
due to rain. On one day we encountered the most
terrific thunderstorm ever seen in these parts. The
whole brigade was on top of the high ground near
Mytchett aftei a very hot day and ominous clouds
circled round and broke in a downpour of enormous
raindrops which soaked everyone before they had time
to take protective measures. The lightning got closer
and was eventually directly overhead and our artillery
put up a poor show as compared with nature's battery.
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Lieut..D. S. Lister's Boxing. Trophies.
Rumour has it that three men and one horse were
struck, none fortunately of the battalion. When we
returned to barracks we had to wade new rivers and
found that Famborougli had suffered severely, one
married quarter belonging to Pte. Leury being
demolished and the chimney of the N.A.A.F.I. in the
next lines being split to tlie ground.
I wo allnight schemes completed Brigade Training
and the writer has just awakened from the effects of the
last one of the season. Forthcoming events are
Battalion Rifle Meeting, July 27th—29tli ; first
August leave, July 29th—August 8th ; second August
leave, August 15th—27th (about) ; Command Rille
Meeting, August 2nd—5th : Divisional Training in
Oxfordshire, August 31st—September 27tli.
NOTES.
We are glad to hear that Mrs.
progressing very favourably.

Robertson is

2/Lieut. A. J. Reith left us this month after his six
months' attachment.
We welcome Lieut. Wadharn, 16/5th Lancers and
2/Lt. Wilson, S.R.O.S., attached for courses.
Lieut. J. E. King has recently been on the staff of
a Territorial Camp in the north and has also been on
a short golfing holiday with the A.C. team in Holland,
where lie did well.
We are looking forward to the visit of General The
Hon. Sir A. Paget this month.

Among those hoping to be present at Canterbury
are Major Field, Capt. Hamilton, Lieut. Knocker and
2/Lieuts. Botley and LyndenBell. Lieut, and Mrs.
C. Haggard regret that they will be unable to go.
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Cricket.
Owing to Battalion and Brigade Training, we have
only played one match so far this mouth. On
Saturday, July 2nd, whilst we were in camp at Old
Dean Common, Camberley, we played No. 3 Company,
Royal Military College, the game resulting in a draw.
Winning the toss, we decided to bat first 011 a very easy
wicket and Capt. Hamilton and Lt. Nicholson soon got
busy, putting on 38 for the first
wicket. After
Nicholson was out, wickets fell fast, and we should
have been disposed of for a very small total but for
some brave hitting by Nelthorpe and Sgt. Tutt.
Our opponents also fared indifferently and when
stumps were drawn were still 33 runs behind with
two wickets to fall.
2ND BX. THE BUFFS.
Capt. Hamilton, c Medway,
I) Parrv
2/I,t. Nicholson, 11m . 1> Carrol
Maj. Lee, c Kitson, b Carrol..
Lt. King, c & b Carrol
Capt. Morgan, c X b Parry....
Capt. Webster, b Home.....
Bdsin Nelthorpe, b Parry
Sgt. Tutt, not out
Sgt. Sidwcll, c N b Reeves
Pte. Ilobbs not out
Pte. Nye. did not bat.

.No. :t Coy. R.M.C.
32
23
0
0
6
2
17
21
2
9
4

Extras
Total (8 wkts.)

Cheodettc, b Nelthorpe
Home, b Nye
.
Reeves,cNeltliorpe.b Hamilton
Carrol, cSli Sidwell
Compton, !> Nelthorpe
Parry, l> Tutt
Kitson, b Sidwell
Warren, not out
Griffiths, 1) Tutt
Medway, not out
Bovill. did not bat.
Innings declared closed.
Extras

1 19
119

5
4
17
19
1
11
4
13
0
It)
2
86

Total (8 wkts.)

THE BUFFS V. 2ND BN. NORFOLK REGT.
Played on the Officers' Club ground on June 15th,
resulting in a win for us by 67 runs. Boy Rayment,
Capt. Morgan and Lt. Penlington were our chief scorers
and the bowling honours were shared by Capt.
Hamilton, Sgt. Tutt and Nelthorpe.
THE BUFFS.
Lt. Penlingtc.n, b Brennan—
Boy Rayment, c & b Cox
Capt. Morgan, c Wilkins, b
Theme
Capt. Hamilton,lbw.h Newman
Bdsmn. Nelthorpe, b Thorite.
Lt. Dare, c Cox, b Brennan...
Sgt. Tutt, c Cox, 1J Brennan..
Pte. Hobbs, b Newman
Sgt. Sidwell, !> Newman
I.'Cpl. Mann, not out
Pte. Nye, not out
Extras
Total (9 wkts.)

2ND BN. NORFOLK REGT.
Lt. FreemanTaylor, c Hobbs,
I) Nye
4
34
58 Pte. Pollcv. b Hamilton
Capt. Taylor, c Hobbs. b Nel
thorpe
14
24
17 Capt.'Thome,c Tutt.b Hamilton 15
16 Lt. Wilkins,c Ilobbs,b Nelthorpe '1
17
11 1'te. Angel 1, b Tutt
2
7 Capt. Oakes, lbw, b Sidwell ..
21
I Cel. Scobel, run out
1
13 L/Cpl. Newman, b Tutt
0
1 Pte. Cox, b Tutt
13
4 Pte. Brennan, not out
Extras
11
21
23

199

Total

132

Innings declared closed.

THE BUFFS V. 3RD LIGHT BRIGADE, R.A.
Played on No. 69 ground, Queen's Avenue, on June
18th and resulted in a win for us by 36 runs. I.t.
Penlington and Capt. Hamilton were chiefly responsible
for our big score, the rest of the side failing rather
badly. Pte. Nye was again tried, and took 3 wickets
for 16 runs.
THE BUFFS.
Capt. Hamilton, b Fish
Boy Rayment, b Whales
Maj.Guv I.ce.c Cuinberlege, 1)
Filleul
Lt. Harris, c Rayment, b Nye
4 Lt.Penlington,c Whales, b
Snelling
I,t.Ciimberlege,lbw,b Nelthorpe I Capt .Webster, e Filleul.b Fish
Bomb.Fish.c Nye.b Hamilton
30 Sgt.Sidwell,c Milliken,b Filleul
Gnr. Whales, not out
5 Bdm.Nelthorpe,c Snelling, b
Filleul
Farrier Milner, c
b Sidwell.
1 Sgt.'Tutt,c Cuinberlege,b Fish
Lt.Filleul.e Hamilton,!) Sidwell 4 I,/Cpl. Mann, b Batchelor
Gnr. Milliken, b Sidwell
0 Pte. Hobbs, b Cumoerlege....
Gnr. Pepper, b Nelthorpe
5 Pte. Nve, not out
Extras
Extras
15
3RD LIGHT BDE. R.A.

An interesting feature in connection with this match
was that Major F. S. Reeves' son was included in No.
3 Company's team. He was second highest scorer on
his side, and took one wicket for 29 runs in a spell
of seven overs.
THE BUFFS V. 2ND BN. THE DORSET RKGT.
Played on the Officers' Club ground on J tine 2nd,
resulting in a narrow win for our opponents by seven
runs. Pte. Nye was given a trial and justified his
inclusion in the team by taking 4 wickets for 14 runs
in tlie second innings. Bdsm. Nelthorpe took 5 wickets
for 17 runs.
Both sides were very much below full strength in
this match, owing to the Evelyn Wood competition
taking place on this day.
2ND BN. THE DORSET REST.
Second Innings.
First Innings.
Col. Thurston, e Tutt, b Sidwcll 2
Lt. Grimley, b Sidwell
I c Nelthorpe, b Nicholson
Lt. Carter, c Parry, b Nelthorpe 43
Lt. Gaye, run out
0
Lt. Gifford,c Sidwell,b Nelthorpe 4 c Tutt, b Nicholson
Lt. Radcliffe, b Nelthorpe
0
Cpl. Galiffe, 1) Tutt
8 not out.
Bdsmn.Foster,c Nyc.b Nelthorpe 1 b Nve...
Bdsm. Dunn, b Tutt
0 b Nve...
Pte. Newman, c Parry, b Nel
thorpe
> c Harper, b Nye
Pte. Marshall, not out
0 c Harper, b Nye
Extras
Extras
0
Total

64

Total (6 wkts.)

Total

6

1
0
21
0
37

THE BUFFS.
Sgt. Sidwell, c Gilford, b Carter
Boy Rayment, c & b Carter
I,/Cpl. Mann, b Gifford
Pte. Hobbs, Ibw, b Carter
Major Guy Lee, c & b Carter
Lt. Nicholson, c Foster, b Gifford
Lt. Parrv, b Carter
Sgt. Tutt, b Carter
Bdsm. Nelthorpe, not out.
L/Cpl. Harper, lbw, b Carter..
Pte. Nye. c Gaye, b Gifford...
Extras

4

1
1
'J
15
7
0
18
0
6

1

8

57

Cnr. Batchelor, b Nye
Gnr. Snelling, 1> Hamilton
Lt. Tyler, b Nye

Total

0
19
0

87

Total,

27
0
8
19
0
1
"
0
13
5
9
11
123

R.G.O."

Water Polo.
As we like to have a hand in everything a yliiiiew t
of sport, we have entered a team in the Aldershot
Command Water Polo League.
During the last two months we have been very busy
training and trying to get together a really good team.
We are lucky in having a couple of old Aden players
in L/Cpl. Harper and L/Cpl. Taylor, as well as some fine
swimmers from the 1st Battalion. R.S.M. Vaughan
has taken over trainer and as he has had a great deal of
experience at the game, is well able to put the players
right with regard to the finer points and rules.
As our training has to be carried out in the evening
after 7 o'clock, it is sometimes rather difficult to get
the team together. There seems to be so many other
attractions. ' But a quiet talk in the trainer's office
seems to persuade the offending players that it
is perhaps better to practice water polo than seek
comfort in the arms of the N.A.A.F.I. staff.
We have so far played two matches, one against the
R.A.M.C. (which we lost (4—1) and the other against
the K.R.R.C. and lost again by 10 goals to nil.
The teams were : Cpl. Wilkins, L/Cpl. Taylor, Pte.
Smith, L/Cpl. Harper, Lt. Airy, Pte. Gambell and
Pte. Bowell, with Ptes. Harrington, Jarvis and Groom
bridge as reserves.

THE DRAGON
We hardly expect to do anything great this season,
but we have the speed and staying power and after
a few more matches will have quite a useful team.
Some of the team have not played polo before,
and a polo ball is just the most awkward thing 011
earth to manage until one is used to it. Another
mistake is to leave the opposing men unmarked, as
we learned to our regret in the last match, but we hope
to have more cheerful notes next month.
Corporals' Room.
Owing to the generosity of (lie P.R.I, and tlie Commanding Officer,
we now get £6 a month rebate paid into our Funds, which are, in conse
quence, increasing rapidly. Never before have we been on such a sound
financial basis as now. This is chiefly due to the great interest R.S.M.
Vaughan takes in the Corporals' Room and tlie untiring efforts and hard
work put in by Cpl. Stocken, the President, and the various Committees.
We are now considering the advisability of having a Wireless Set
to enliven tlie evenings and no doubt this will be an added attraction
to the Room. We have now got our new Writing Room in full swing
and a very comfortable little room it is. Then there is the Corporals'
Outing to come, which we are trying to squeeze in between tlie end of
the last leave party and Divisional Training. A good few of tlie
Married Members and others had visions of Weymouth for tlie Outing,
but when it was discovered that charabancs alone would cost £17 I 7s.
it rather put the damper on it. The latest idea is Brighton or Hastings.
Next month we hope to give an account of this. We have quite an
enthusiastic Chess circle in the Mess and very keen rivalry ensues
between them. The two most bitter opponents are Strand and
Thompson. Other enthusiasts are Vinev, Martin, Taylor and the last
joined recruit is Salisbury. Of course Oliver is the " Star " whom the
others scintillate round.
O.S.

" D " Company.
The hectic times we have been having account for
the fact that our usual correspondent is unable to
produce the necessary flow of notes. The subeditor
has written all that can be said about our doings in
general, which leaves little more to say except that
"D" Company seem to be always in " reserve " We
are getting very proficient at lying hidden in woods
and near public houses (when they are not open) and in
places where we see nothing, hear nothing and do
nothing except swat flies, ' duck ' from aeroplanes and
try to dodge tanks ; when the ' stand fast ' and ' 110
parade ' goes we think of
well, you all know that.
Conclusions we have drawn from training are not to
be found in any manual ; such as :—
(1) Whether you wear helmets or caps, S.l). the only
real enemy are the umpires. If you can dodge
these the battle is yours.
(2) Rain is the deciding factor in war.
(3) Col. John Buchan must have been in "D" Coy.
He wrote " The Thirtynine steps."
(4) Moses was a knowing man. He sent a plague
of flies to worry the Egyptians and he won.
Today they are as bad as ever.
(5) The bugle carried further than any other
instrument of war and is capable of making any
enemy pack up at once, even though they have
stood three hours continuous fire.
We are all very sorry to lose C.S.M. Simon, who
has been with us so long. He is off to Singapore as
an instructor to the Malay States Volunteer Regiment.
We shall miss him very much and we wish him the very
best of luck out there. Send us news and photos !
Our
heartiest
congratulations to
C.Q.M.S.
Mac Walter on his promotion, though we hope soon
to see the stripes disappear and the crown come down
a couple of feet !
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is it who says he is going in for a first and
spends most of his time in reading and does he mean
in Reading ?
And who is it who does his duty by his country
there ?
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Huntley and Palmers make very good biscuits,
but is that all ?
Who is our crack cyclist and is he training for the
intelligence ?
Does our French horn expert think the cow's horn
just as good ?
Who is the N.C.O. who asked his platoon
commander if he could have breakfast brought to him
in Bed ?
PLELBL.
Machine Gun Platoon.
We have been so immersed in Battalion and Brigade Training during
tlie last month that there is very little to record. 11 has been a case of
" the trivial round, the common task," limber and gun cleaning, etc.,
after stunts and getting soaked to the skin. The weather lias not been
at all kind to us and continues to be most contrary. The other day
we got caught in that very severe thunderstorm during a "scheme,"
and, as is the way with the British Tommy, the more it rained the more
heartily they sang. It was the same during tlie war, the worse the
conditions, the merrier they were, which was an everlasting source of
amazement to our Allies. With this spirit in us, how can we ever be
beaten ? For Brigade Training we have three of our old gunners back
as Gun Detachment Commanders, namely, Steve Acott, Thompson
and Freddy Marchnut. They are all being initiated into the mysteries
of the neu AntiTank Section.
The Machine Gun Section are sending a Team to compete in the
Yc.vs ot 'he World Cup for a team of eight to march from Stamford
Bridge to Putney and back in Drill Order and Rifle. It is really a road
race. The moving spirit in this is I. Cpl. Wheeler. The Commanding
Officer and Captain Allen, our Platoon Commander kindly gave their
consent to it. It takes place on August Bank Holiday. The Team has
not finally been selected yet. but we all wish them the best of luck in
their sporting enterprise.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was it gave a Fire order on tim hind portions of a cow, and did
it move when the No. l's tried to " lay " on it ?

The Drums.
This mouth finds us at present on Brigade Training. We have just
recently completed our Battalion Training on Old Dean Common,
Camberley. after two attempts, owing to the very inclement weather!
We are holding the Battalion Rille Competition at Ash Ranges
somewhere about the 2(>th and 27th of this month (July) and we hope
to win something out of the many money prizes, as we "are due for ten
days' leave 011 the 29th.
The Battalion are also represented quite strongly in The Aldershot
Command Shoot," "C" Company being in two Lewis Gun Finals :
good luck to them ! we hope they are the winners.
There is not much to talk about this month as we are very busy with
our Training.
(Signed) A.O.F.B.

SOME NOTED USES FOR ARMY BISCUITS.
1. They are very good for dishing up for tea on Pay Days, especially
to short pay men.
2. They are what you call a lasting meal. They should be placed
011 the tables for the troops' inspection, comments collected and handed
to P.R.I, and oiseuits replaced in a tin supplied for that purpose and
sealed up till the next Pay Day when that process should be repeated.
3. They are very useful on Active Service where Rations are short
and then they are a tasty meal.
A useful cabbage strainer can be made by laying in boiling hot ice
for six months to open the pores of the biscuit and sew some sixty of
them together and put in a hot oven to stiffen and freeze.
4. They are very useful for working out CrossWord solutions
on and should be recommended to crossword enthusiasts.
5. A very nice pudding can be produced by putting a large
quantity into water and severely mixing with currants, etc. and left
in the sun to dry. I11 the event of rain the pudding should be protected
by an umbrella.
For further hints, please consult the Pioneer Sergeant.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who owns the signature R.C.T. 1951 and is it a brainv individual
in the 1st Battalion "Drums." Did he go to India to get his number
dried ? And is his hair a ginger colour ?
Does Tronky of the 1st finish the same time as Nutty of the 2nd ?
Who were the Gay Voung Sparks of the Gunners wiio burst merrily
into the "Drums" nursery, led by little Oliver Stoekwin, and did they
learn any of our new games, i.e., (" Poker and Gun Cleaning " ?)
And when are their School Holidays terminating ?
Are bikes mended by England or (" Wales") and which are the
best results ? Ask the professor'
What did some Drummers do with their haversack rations? And
quote the results will you ('"G.I.B.") ?
WHO WROTH AM. THIS TIIRASH ? GUESS R.C.T. 1951 ALIAS GINGER.
AND THEN YOU CAN—GO SICK—WITH THE " TAT."

A.O.F.B.

THE DRAGON
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Wind Disturbers.

Groom's and Transport Section.

" Old Dean ! " Who said that ? The real name is Old Dean Bog ;
anyway, that is what it looked like when we left it. we had a most
enjoyable Duck's life at Old Dcau Camp where the Battalion did
training. We only had a day or two out there before we were sent
back to barracks owing to the weather clerk turning the tap oil and
failing to turn it off. " He is up for neglect of duty, I believe." Well,
after a day or so in barracks off we trotted again to Old Dean ; this
time we had to go to the Yin Yately and do a night stunt, thence on
to the Old Bog, passing via the K in Camberley. We had just sat down
to breakfast when tlie weather clerk obliged once more with tlie water :
this did not last too long. We managed to finish our tour of Camp
life and had everything packed to return to barracks when the tap was
again turned on and we had a lovely journey home. 1 am sure everyone
was very pleased to leave Old Dean Bog behind
During Battalion Training the Signallers have done very well,
communications being kept up whenever possible.
Our D.R.'s are getting very smart now and I must say they work
very well. We have only four so their duties run pretty heavy at times,
especially when they have to do runner as well.
1 forgot to mention our last night in Camp. Some of our gallant
section had a good time (being pay day) with the old soldiers : it is
rumoured one man received a birthday present of money plus his week's
pay, also a nice fat head tlie morning we left, minus his pocket money.
Hard cheese, Yank, do not let it occur again. Stevens also had a nice
time, especiallv if lie had to do No. 1 when striking tents.
We started Brigade Training on the 1! th and tlie weather has caused
lis to postpone one or two schemes, but we have caught up to the
programme now. The first stunt we did was very real, finishing with
a big bombardment from above 'thunder and lightning) with several
thunder bolts living about, but noone was hit: anyway, not on our
side. One fell "on the Married Quarters turning poor T.ewry out.
I do not think anyone was hurt, which is a good thing. I heard a
rumour that three signallers of the King's Own were struck,but I believe
thev are doing alright now. On this day we had to wade through quite
a lot of small and large rivers made by the rain, but we were headed
for home so noone moaned : we were all quite cheerful about it.
We are off again tonight to our old happy hunting ground (Dean
Bog) so we must be prepared for more rain.
_
We have moved our Signal Stores to a more " acrobatic quarter ;
we used to be near the M.G.'s, but they were so badmannered that
we decided to move nearer to the main road. Anyway, we are better
off now, we do not get any spares floating in and out; it is quite nice
to sit and write these notes and not to hear tlie gramophone scraping
rifle oil off the records.
I notice our Young Hand, Check, is doing very well at signalling ;
he can send his own name, now. Well done. Toms ! L/Cpls. Bentley
and Wilson have passed the halfwav exam : " Well done!" We all
wish tlieni tlie best of luck and hope they pass in the final.
FLAGS.

Here we are again ! up to our eyes in work, mud and water, clean
ing up to make dirty again. Well, we have done our Battalion Train
ing once more and nearly finished Brigade. Our thanks are due to our
Stagger for his Help before we arrived at Old Dean Camp. He was very
busy getting ready for our arrival, tents ready, lines ready, etc. As
we were just getting settled down to our lines we were given some good
stables by the Staff College, but only for a few hours as we had to return
to barracks for the weekend, " Thank Goodness." Monday evening
found us on our way to camp again after a night stunt on the way.
Lawrence was not so lucky as lie thought he was when he was on his
knees, while liis horse was winning the relay race on her own. She
carried the peg well, but not good enough for tlie groom ; he was
hoping for more than a few cuts.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Does it affect the cooking if you are absent from Fire Picquet ?
Who is the N.C.O. who deals in barometers ?
And does that specimen suit him ?
IIow many Sigs. expected a suit for 7/fi ?
And what'was the only fly in the ointment ?
What relation is a chicken to the Grosvenor ? Ask Dizzy.
FT AGS.

Officers' Servants Domestics.
We have started Field Training in earnest at last, after making
several attempts, but tlie weather conditions have stopped us every
time. We have been under canvas for Battalion Training at a place
known as Old Dean Common, which closely resembled a lake, with
quite a few tributaries, after one or two heavy downpours. In fact,
owing to the Quartermaster not having enough "boats" to supply
the Battalion, we had to return to barracks for a few days. But now
we have finished and are back at barracks, we are having a go at Brigade
Training, and the very first day out, we ran into a storm. It is a well
known thing that when the Buffs move, so the rain comes down, and
it is living up to its reputation.
The Domestics are very busy while tlie training is in progress, but
it is a feather in our caps to seesome of the M.O.'s doing it.
We are very grateful to tlie " Drums" of the 1st Battalion for
correcting our little " mistakes," but they may be a little interested in
our " Things we want to know."
We arc very sorry to lose one of our " Shining I.iglits " in Pte.
Hancock, who has transferred to tlie R.A.V.C. at Woolwich ; lie will
be greatly missed from our football team for the coming season. Pte.
Fagg lias taken his place, and we think he will be able to play snakes
and ladders, and that is about all.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was the Staff man, when asked by our Dear Old Jenkins for
tlie crumb brush, went and got a birch broom in Camp ? Ask Davis.
Since when lias there only been twentyfour days in J une and will
there be 37 in July. Is it calculated bv the C.Q.M.S.'s new calendar ?
Ts Hindustani spelt different than when WE were there, and have
the Drums of the 1st Battalion been there long enough to " learn " it ?

HEARD AT CAMP.
Tobacco issue on Monday, Three Nuns. None, Monday ; none.
Tuesday: none, Wednesday.
Are "the Troops fond of Biscuits ?
How much " cheese " do you require to set a mousetrap ? Ask
Sweeby and Swindal.
(Signed) S.B.T.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When did Mathews cut the cake ? Spencer wants to know.
What was Peter doing with two dogs in the Harness room ?
How much does Spencer pay for having his brasses cleaned ?
What does this mean : " I'll 'ave her ready fur yer arter dinner,
sur. I don' use they, they be go rusty, so I lets they bide were they be."
Where did Kirby learn his new lingo ?
If boots are done up do thev make good shoes ?
M.Y.O.B.

" A " Company.
Owing to " Old Tawny." the chief of our Editorial Staff being on
the sick list, a person who lias done no harm to anybody lias had to
become the " Joe" of the Company.
We are now in the middle of Brigade Training, having arrived back
from Camp last weekend. We led a very uneventful life at that
renowned spot.
Everybody seems to have suddenly remembered that they have
long overdue appointments with the "M.O." : mavbc it is to consult
him as to a cure for " Trainitus."
One of our Visual Training experts noticed " Old Tom " lopping
along without his " Blinkers "  what he means I cannot say.
We must congratulate one of our " Noted Bungs" on winning a
prize at Bisley, even though it was in a sweepstake. I suppose lie will
lie putting in a weekend pass to take it home and show his wife.
Whilst taking a casual stroll round Barrack Rooms I noticed a
considerable number of men praying. Thinking this rather strange,
I made enquiries as to what tlie idea was, and my word, I did get some
queer replies. Some were praying for rain because they were going out
oil a stunt.
Others were praying for a certain person to take a long holiday
somewhere, preferably at the North Pole, with Capt. Scott. Soon
thev will be wanting {he moon.
Oil) TAWNY'S A.D.C.

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
Does Osborne suffer from jealousy ?
How many compasses does a certain Platoon Sergeant need ?
And does a certain Section Leader always adhere to the right ?
Who is it that imagines himself to be a Pigkeeper ?
Would any of the Platoon like to dump a " Pack" of troubles?
Ask R.A.T.
What N.C.O. has the advantage over the rest of the Company for
birdnesting ?
A certain man saw him swinging from tree to tree. Did lie think
he looked graceful ?

2ND PLATOON'S CORNER.

S.O.S.—Flying Squad wanted at once. The Jew of the platoon has
lost a halfpenny. All the platoon " Herbs " are busy punching up Map
Reading to help tlie Platoon Sergeant to track through woods.
The Platoon Sergeant wishes to know why Osborne did not enter
in tlie " High Jumping " during the Sports as his " J limping " prowess
is widelv known.
RUB TO

FINAL RESULTS OF COMPANY SPORTS.
THREE MILE.
(2) Pte. Burford.
PUTTING THE SHOT.
L/Cpl.
Marriott.
(2) Cpl. L E. Baker.
(I)
100 YARDS.
Pte.
Cowley.
(2) Cpl. L E. Baker.
(1)
ONE MILE.
Pte. Burford.
(2) Pte. Nolan.
(l)
THROWING THE CRICKET BALL.
Pte. Robinson.
(2) Pte. Vant.
(1)
880 YARDS.
Pte. Burford.
(2) Pte. Nolan.
(1)
222 YARDS.
(2) Pte. Cowley.
( 1 ) Cpl. Saunders.
HIGH JUMP.
Pte. Gamble.
(2) L/Cpl. Thompson.
(1)
440 YARDS.
(1) L/Cpl. GhippSmitli. (2) Pte. Cowley.
LONG JUMP.
( 1 ) Cpl. Saunders.
(2) L/Cpl Kelly.
Congratulations to Pte. Burford on winning the Athletic Medal.
(1)

Pte. Nolan.

THE DRAGON
" B " Company.

" After the calm comes the storm,"' they say, and although we don't
quite see where tlie calm comes in, we do know that Brigade Training
is upon us. Most of the Platoons have been holding prayer meetings
eacli night—for rain ; the prayers have been answered, too ; not
always to prevent our going out, but to welcome our coming in.
Another Draft has arrived from the Nursery bringing us back many
memories.
The cricket which should have been played off, lias again been
postponed ; it might almost be termed as a "wash out."
We do regret that L/Cpl. Foad relinquished his stripe at his own
request. We would have much preferred to have seen him still carry
ing it. At the same time we are pleased to see L/Cpl. Twyman doing
well in the Intelligence Corps.
All the Company is held in suspense as to which Platoon will have
the pleasure of purchasing a large tin of Bluebell for the " Howe
Shield." There are several rumours in the Company that the above
mentioned polish will be issued ?
We are very pleased to see Cpl. I'eett out of Hospital as we missed
him so much (referring to his wonderul voice when singing). We also
give our compliments to the student who just recently returned from
the School at Shorncliffe.
We were bubbling over with news, but ! apparently we have got
exhausted ; consequently we must say goodbye until next inoiith
when we shall most probably have more to say. Cheerio !
XY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Fowler says that during absence at camp his B.S.A. has become
dusty and would anyone lend him a hand in cleaning it ?
Do the two Nobbies now know what a trapezium is, ami do they
have nightmares of spheres and parallelograms ? Perhaps they square
them ?
Who is the bookworm of 6 ? And does he know when Hereward
was Awake ?

BLACKBIRD PLATOON.

I am afraid that our correspondent of last month who sprained his
wrist has finally retired from the " .Society of Authors."
Someone has been "dug up" from the long jump pitch and is
writing for the Blackbird Platoon in future. We all wish our recent
author the best of health and froth on his beer when he takes his" Royal
Route " during tlie coming Christmas season.
Someone startled me yesterday by saying there was a cricket match
on Wednesday, July 13th, but it seemed too good to be true, and we
eventually had a " fielding"
day on the heaths of Hampshire. 1 am
positive that when the interplatoon cricket championships come off,
our dear blackbirds will be rewarded by faithful representatives. Our
chief—blackbeard  I should say blackbird, is captain of the Company
whilst we have several other players of notoriety, J. B. Hobbs, etc., ail
of county repute.
I am afraid that if I mentioned all our blackbirds this month we
should fill up the Annual Dragon, so we will call the roll by sections.
Blackbird Maehat rather enjoys carrying toy machine guns.
Comdr. No. 9. Yours truly—selfpraise ? ? !!!
Blackbird Burnett : Still asleep—(as usual).
Blackbird Dabfoat : Heart willing—feet tired.
Blackbird Tilley :
Sweating on Battalion Runner.
Blackbird Lloyd :
A rookie—just from Depot.
IhB.
BYE BYE BLACKBIRDS.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is it usual for babies to be christened in wet weather ?
Who was the man who said : "I hope it doesn't rain, 1 want to
water my garden. (Indoor crops, presumably) ?
Who was the N.C.O. who said " Range 900 yards, 1 round rapid
fire (Got me ?) " ?

SHINY 8 PLATOON'S CORNER.
Here we come again, bringing the best of luck to all and eager
again for the fray. We begin to notice now, that the "shines "arc
not so slow in diving into their pockets and producing the required fid.
for The Dragon. They must like their small corner now, as everyone,
I know, certainly looks forward to it. Well away we go again.
Firstly, we are all sorry to hear of the accident which befell our
Platoon Sergeant, "Tug," resulting in a broken collarbone. We all
wish him a speedy recovery. Having finished the " ro!c of our fore
fathers," at Blenheim, we are all enjoying ourselves "stunting."
Not in the air, hut behind hedges, blades of grass, etc.
Since our last issue, there has been a rumour afoot that we are likely
to lose one of our talented minstrels. Oh, that our wish would come
true !! .' ! We know that the B.B.C. lias no vacancies, worse hick.
Everyone has been having a small moan lately at the presence of a
few small spots of water from the sky. We have, at least, one " shine '
in our gathering who does not seem to mind. We are all wondering
from which Stores they are issuing tlie " boats." Perhaps .Stock, A.
could enlighten us on the matter or has he the cases of someone else's.
There are a few of our " shines " evidently caught in the throes of that
" rainy" malady, which I mentioned in our notes before, (the deficiency
of cents.) No sooner does one certain homely countenance shade the
doorway than—" Lend me a
" Ml! When will they start eking
out their weekly pence.
While I think of it—" Bob. go easy, you nearly did it that time
with the old rille "11!!—there is a terrible gnashing of teeth and
wringing of hands going on now. as the local " brickies," whilst erecting
new chimneys on our abode, have simply crushed out of existence,
all our hopes of a homegrown meal.
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Seeing that these notes cannot run on for ever, I must draw the line
for this month, and:—"One pace backward* march!"—remain as
bright as ever.
A SHINE.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

What part of a L.G. is a barrel ejector ? Ask Liddle ! Our store
mail is still racking his brains to find out.
From which country flour conies. Is it from that freegiving
country called Palestine ? Could our Sgt.Cook tell us ?

HEARD IN THE BARRACK ROOM :
N.C.O. to Pte.: " Where arc the studs out of our Section Greatcoat
Tab ? "
Pie.: "I've knocked them in my boot! !1"
N.C.O.: "Don't you know that they denote the Number of our
Section ? ''
Pte.  " No, Corporal, 1 thought someone put tlieui in there for fun ? "
Collapse of N.C.O.

" C " Company.
Once again, readers, I am sorry to say that there is very little to
record. The Company was of course included in that happy band
that went to Old Dean Common Camp for their Summer Holidays,
i.e., Battalion Training.
Owing to perpetual rains, however, they had to return to Barracks
six days later, much to their regret, for 1 hear they enjoyed their swim
ming lessons immensely. They went back again two "days later and
finished their training, and returned again early in July.
Lieut. Nicholson took the Battalion Shooting Team to Bislcy. He
did very well in Sweepstake Competitions, but, owing to those same
perpetual rains causing small entries, the prizes were small. The
Battalion Team included C.S.M. Tong, I,/Cpl. Salsbury and Pte.
Brooker who proved that he can use a Lewis Gun at all ranges. The
team, on the whole, did very well, but gained very little except
experience.
Whilst on the subject of Shooting, might I be allowed to humbly
mention (for the benefit of the "Best Shooting Company"), that
"C" Company is THE Company where shooting is concerned.
This was proved recently when tlicy woii the Eliminating Contest
of Match 23 (Company Teams) in the Aldershot Command Rille Meet
ing, and third place in Match 21 (Platoon Teams) in the same Meeting.
The Platoon which distinguished itself was No. 10.
"D" Company, please note, mark, learn and inwardly digest.
Next to all this, comes Brigade Training. This we did whilst living
in Barracks, but as it only lasted one week, with several rainy days,
nobody seemed to care very much.
There has been little or no sport during the month, owing to
training and bad weather, but everybody has done well, probably
owing to the promise of ten days' leave in August.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Sgt. Cronin says that he is now a mechanic. Why ? We think
lie is a marvel because he can get on top of two straight and two twisted
bits of iron and ride along. He must also be a burglar, for he is now
opening a shop and selling Best Quality inner tubes for two bob. Where
de go torn ?
Did they grow like Norris's Dolbear's and Man's miniature Bass
Brooms ?
How much of Steve (of No. 10) at Bisley ? Was it 2/ or 1/6 ?
Was the Captain embarrassed when his horse stopped in an in
convenient place during the march to Lower Star Point on Brigade
Training ?
Is it true that the C.Q.M.S. cycled out on that evening and does
the C.S.M. want his old job back ?
Is it true that Queen Olley is writing a book on his experiences in
foreign stations, or maybe kitten rearing ?
Has Joe become the owner of a freak show ? At any rate, would
he tell us the meaning of WAV. and P.B. ?
Nole:—"C" Company recruits are to be considered extremely
lucky : they get firstclass
information on both running and love
affairs. We hope, however, that Amy has not taught them the im
proved art of MOANING.
ifecia1 t\o!e .—What is a fine Sight ?
Answer —Staff Parade, 15th July, 1927.
WARROPS.

NOTICE.
Saturday,

August

13th,

CAMP FIRE CONCERT,
FIREWORK
AT

DISPLAY,

etc.,

CANTERBURY,

In aid of The Benevolent Fund.
Commencing at 9 p.m.
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Beneath

Bell

rpiIE time has come
I
once
more to
comply with the Editor's
request to forward the
Depot copy for inclusion
in The Dragon. It seems
only a week or two ago
that the last Beneath Bell
Harry notes were written
and there now seems
nothing to write of except
the rain, which has fallen
almost unceasingly ever
since. This, though it has
caused
several
cricket
matches to be scratched,
was fortunately unable to
interfere with the boxing
on 14th, 16tli and 17th
June. Although the fights
were not so many as in previous tournaments, only
three Squads being available to enter, the standard
was well maintained and some excellent contests were
seen. The Vittoria Squad (Sergeant Martin) is to be
congratulated on winning the shield. LanceCorporal
Hubbert put up a very good performance throughout
the tournament and thoroughly deserved to win the
George Barrett Cup. The Commanding Officer's prize
for the best loser went to Pte. Ilesmer of the Albuhera
Squad.
The Talavera Squad has now gone to the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot and we have only two Squads
here. However, as the Regiment is again open to take
County recruits it is hoped that a new squad will soon
be formed. Our congratulations go to LanceCorporal
Chapman of the Talavera Squad oil creating with his
score of 104 a record for Table "A" Part III., and thus
being the first
winner of the Commanding Officer's
silver medal for any recruit scoring more than 100.
The Physical Training Competition for this squad
was most keenly contested and a very high standard
of work was shown. Very few points separated the
winner, Pte. Campbell and L/Cpl. Chapman and Pte.
Castle who tied for second place, L/Cpl. Robbins being
a close fourth.
The Canterbury Golf Club in the Old Park is now
open, the first match being played between tlie Buffs'
Golfing Society and the Canterbury Club on J uly 2nd.
An account of this match appears elsewhere. It was
a very great pleasure having Colonel Sir Theodore
Brinckmau, who came down to play in this match, to
dine iu the Mess on the evening before.
The Cavalry Barracks are now occupied by
a Squadron of the 11th Hussars from ShorncHffe.
There is quite a large party in the Officers' Mess as
their officers ai;e messing with us. Rumours are still
rife as to the ultimate occupiers of the Cavalry Barracks
but nothing appears to have been decided yet.
A full description appears elsewhere of the mag
nificent Cup presented by Mr. Charles Iiardy for
boxing, to be competed for by the Buffs and the
Queen's Own Depots. We should like, however, to
take tliis opportunity of expressing to him the thanks
of all at the Depot for his great generosity. The name
of the Buffs Depot is actually first to appear on the
plinth of the cup as having won the competition in
1926. Mr. Hardy promised the cup in that year.
Captain Howe, C.S.M. Howard and L/S. Marsh
were attached to the 4th Battalion during their recent
annual camp at Colchester and appear to have much
enjoyed their time there.

Harry.

Canterbury Week is upon us and will be in full
swing by the time these notes appear. We look
forward to seeing a strong contingent from the 2nd
Battalion and trust that the weather will have taken
a turn for the better by the end of the month.
Cricket.
DEPOT v. WYE COLLEGE.

DEPOT.
WYE COLLEGE.
Major Jackson, b Newman
20 C. Strutt, c Tutt, b Sparkes...
Lt. Crozicr, b John
0 N. Titiley, c Payne, b Coaster
L/e. Watts, e Newman, b John 7 A. Moss, b Coaster
Mr. Tutt,.Jun., e Newman, b
A. Haines, b Coaster
John
37 C. Dufiield, not out
Cpl. Drake, e Newman, b John 27 S. Fayaz, b Tutt
Pte. Sparkes, c Dufiield, b John 0 C. Clifford, not out
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, not out
19 Innings declared.
Lt. Speed, hw, Haines
0
Sgt. Smith, b Strutt
I
Cpi. Payne, e Haines, b Strutt
0
Cpl. Stubberfield, b & c Haines 0
Extras
13
Extras
Total

124

Total

23
IS)
19
52
57
5
12

5
222

DEPOT V. PLUCKXEY C.C.
PLUCKLEY C.C.
DEPOT.
54
I,t. Crozicr, b Blackmail
0 G. Underdown, run out
V.
Doust,
b Collins
(i
L'c.Watts,c Blackmail,b Moore 23
Cpl. Drake, c Smith, b Moore 29 E. Blackmail, b Coaster
3
Capt.Smith,c Drake,b Coaster 62
Major Jackson, c Underdown,
I
b Smith
12 R. Millgate, b Collins
12
Pte. Sparkes, b Smith
I E. Moore, c Drake, b Collins
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, b Moore
12 F. Walland, c Jackson,b Collins 4
13
W.O. Collins, c & b Smith
1 P. Mullins, b Coaster
3
Sgt. Smith, b Moore
0 R. Farrance, b Coaster
4
Sgt. McNeir, b Blackmail
5 T. Fidler, not out
0
Cpl. Payne, b Blackmail
6 G. Brown, b Coaster
Cpl. Stubberfield, not out
2
Extras
7
Extras
11
Total
Collins

105
5 for 16

BOWLING :

Total
Coaster

169
...

...

4 for 15

Sergeants' Mess.
.Sgt. Martin is to be congratulated on his Squad
winning the Boxing Shield at the Boxing Tournament
held in June. Some fine fights
were witnessed and
points for the Shield were eagerly fought for.
We also congratulate C.Q.M.S. Coaster on obtaining
his 1st Class Certificate, and Sgt.Instructor Hopkins,
R.A., who is attached here, on the occasion of his T.F.
Batter}', almost clearing the board of Cups and other
prizes at the R.A. (T.F.) Camp this year.
Our Annual Outing this year—on 7th July—proved
to be a huge success, for in addition to the very
excellent arrangements made, the weather was very
kind indeed to us.
We had invited many of our friends—including
Capt. and Mrs. Corney—to spend the day with us.
Assembling at the Mess at 7.30 a.m. the party filled
two charabancs and after putting the necessary refresh
ments aboard (including a supply of the now famous
Smith's Chips) a start was made at 8 a.m. for Ashford,
where we had half an hour's halt to allow the caterers
to distribute a snack.
From Ashford we settled down for a fine trip, via
Ham Street, New Romney, Dymchurch, Hythe and
Sandgate to Folkestone, where we arrived at 11.15 a.m.
and took advantage of a visit to the beach, etc., until
1 p.m., when we had a most sumptuous lunch, very
excellently served at Gironimos, Ltd.
Leaving Folkestone at 2.30 p.m. we travelled via
Dover to Sandwich, where we halted for about twenty
minutes, and then on to Rainsgate, having a splendid
tea at the Belle Vue Tea House.
After patronising Ramsgate's new Dreamland, we
left there at 7 p.m. for Margate, where we stayed for
two hours and the kiddies disposed of the " pocket
money " so generously distributed to them.

THE DRAGON
Soon after 9 p.m. we were heading for Canterbury,
but reaching Sarre before closing time a halt was made
there and we reached home at 10.30 p.m.
It was a most enjoyable day out and a pleasant
change, many old friends being met at the various
places throughout the day. So roll on the next one.
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The Hardy Cup.

Corporals' Notes.
Notes ! Notes ! Notes ! Only those Who have the delicate
job of raking these wonderful things up realize the difficulty there is
to get sufficient to fill up any amount of space. There has been very
little happening of late, but we will try and give an account of any
small incidents of interest that have occured during the last month.
Our first kickoff is Sport. To be quite candid, the news item for
that particular subject can be easily accomplished; it is done so in
three letters of the recognized alphabet, that is NIL, as the Corporals
have been very slow this year where Sport is concerned. Up to the
present we have only played two games of Cricket. What have our
Sports Committee been doing with themselves ? Of course there has
been a considerable amount of storms and rain this last couple
of months, which has held up games in an alarming way, so we'll just
I'.ope for better weather and more or less wake ourselves up. Before
we finish with this column we shall again have to repeat our last month's
queries by trying to ascertain when the Trained Men will play us a
game of Cricket. As they seem to tie very shy of the challenge it is
probable they do not want to spoil their record of wins, but surely
a match could be arranged ; when it does happen I will devote a
complete column for the purpose of the longsoughtfor event.
There is one thing that must be said, that is, the Corporals have not
neglected their Tenuis. Each night enthusiasts of the game can be
seen making returns and volleys that would never be thought of by
Tilden, or even by any Wimbledon finalist.
(Quite true).
Now to carry on with other things. At present most of
the Members are undergoing some strenuous evenings under the careful
supervision of Percy, our Muscle Expert, who is arranging a Gymnastic
Display ; in fact fifty per cent, of the team will be represented by
Corporals which should do honour to the Mess. Of course there are
one or two impossibles such as Smudger who wonders after trying to
do a short arm balance, why P.T. Instructors commit suicide ; "also
as shown by the notable way in which Ginger does a hand spring. Still,
on the whole, they are working very well; of course several pints of
Kent's Be«t can be seen rolling off several noble brows.
Lieut. Knight has kindly giveii the Mess several interesting books
which lias increased our Library considerably and we are well on the
way to reaching the threefigure mark. Our Wireless (it is strange,
but I can never write notes without mentioning that noble
arrangement); anyway to get on with it, as first remarked, our " wire
ess" as per usual, is "soundless" as ever. Once again it has had to
be removed for necessary repairs. Perhaps you will not believe it,
but on one occasion it actually remained in working order for the long
period of a month. So, at the present time, when a little musical
harmony is required to soothe the feelings of some savage member,
we have to fall back on our faithful friend, the grainaphone. Of course
there is our own Jazz Band, which consists of the following:—Fred
at the piiho, Charlie with a Mouth Organ, with the accompanying
Clappers, rattled by Mac. and Smudger, which we think would do more
damage to the savage rather than soothe them. We might mention
we are also threatened with an addition of a couple of Ukulele Banjos.
We are on the verge of losing another member of the mess, as
Chapp'o lias decided that the pen is mightier than the sword.
He is going to transfer to the Army Educational Corps, you know, the
place where the jolly old brains are trained to the mysteries of the art
of teaching.
Under the gentle eye of Sgt. Crowne, the Corporals departed on their
Annual Outing, their destination being Southend. The day turned out
better than it was anticipated, plenty of fun being obtainable in the
Kaastral where all the latest novelties to catch the eye of the public
were in full swing. Excepting for a few minor events the day was
declared to be tophole. One budding young fellow lost his hat,"while
two who found it hard to tear themselves from the jovial day found
they had lost the last train from Chatham. They managed to travel
by vehicle to Faversham, but from there they had tlie pleasure of a
nice little nine mile walk, with plenty of rain to keep them cool: we
might say it is hardly safe to mention the name of Faversham to them
just yet.
This is the stage where once again we must put Finis to our notes,
all newsitems being ended.

OUR MONTHLY PROVERBS.
As we say it:—" People who live in glass houses should not throw
stones."
As said by few :—Individuals whose residential edifices are con
structed of materials composed of transparent substances of destructive
nature, should definitely refrain from projecting missiles of mineral
composition."
Sergeant showing New Recruit a Rifle: " What is this ? "
Recruit : " A Short Lee Enfield M.K. III. rille constructed oil the bolt
system, worked by a lever on the right side, the breech being closed
by the bolt, for the purpose of firing bullets of "303 calibre."
A.H.D.S.

Trained Men's Notes.

Owing to the fact that our usual contributor is indisposed, the task
of getting these notes together has fallen upon me, and being a novice
at this kind of thing, I am doing my best to keep the trained men in
the limelight, that is to say, well up in Dragon Notes.
There lias not bceii anything unusual happening here since our last
notes excepting that we fired our Annual Weapon Training Course.
We had very few bad shots, tlie majority of us keeping our tanner a day
for another year. Our Bill (since lie has left us for the 2nd Battalion)
has caused quite a sensation by nearly hitting the target with five
rounds.
The weather lias been wretched down here just lately, very little
sport taking place, but. between one rainy day and the next, one, we had
three cricket matches with the ! Ith Hussars (who are stationed here)
winning two and losing the other one. Lack of space prevents mc
from putting in full details of the games.
We welcome Pte. Bottomley from tlie 2nd Battalion and are sorry
to lose Pte. Casey, who had been here several years, but one mast
remember the old saying : " Out go tlie old hands and in come the
new."
Now that our Tennis Courts have been completed our Tildens and
Borotas can be seen every night practising for Wimbledon next year.
Spud Eely and Busty Stuart have gone away for a few days to fire
their Annual Machine Gun Course ; may they both get possibles.
BOTTLES.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Whether sleeping parades affect trained men ?
Has Tim turned religious ? He is often seen in church now.
Who is applying for Married Quarters ?
Is it anyone on the
N.A.A.F.I. Staff ?
Why is the morbid Bill out so often ? Is the Shiek the attraction
and has she vamped him ?
Has Cohen entered Bonzo in the Greyhound Races, and is lie getting
weight off ?
What did Fred think when a fair member of the party mistook liim
for her husband, and did he need blushing pills afterwards ?
Why does Cohen..valk in the road with his girl ? Isn't there room
for them both on the pavement ?
Who tested the R.S.M.'s patience on tlie outing ? Was it the
Charlestonites ?
Has Bill got that Shieky feeling, or is it a Sh(r)ieky feeling ?
Is it true that Holliday has entered for the 100 yards sprint next
year ?
Who is at the top of the ladder roll this week ? Would it be Bill ?
Did the Folkestone hatters rub their hands when Fred's hat fell in
the river ? And has it swam the Channel yet ?
UPABIT.

Battalion, and has already done a lot of work for the Company in the
few weeks lie lias been home. He had the distinction of being the
Platoon Sergeant of tlie Platoon representing the Battalion for the
Simpson Trophy Competition ill Camp, which was commanded by Lt.
Hewitt.
Four Recruits have enlisted since Camp, and when we can really
"get down to it" after the harvest and " hopping" we hope to get
many more. To be a member of the Champion Company is worth
thinking about.
Pte. Woodward is leaving for Canada at the end of J uly and we wish
him good luck in his new job.
The Company is shortly celebrating tlie winning of the Shield by an
outing, possibly in London.
A few preliminary lessons fn map
reading might be useful or else there is a risk of repeating the efforts of
" them Frittenden Band chaps."
In view of the prevailing weather, the O.C. Company is seriously
considering applying for permission to organize the Company as an
Inland Water Transport I nit. Special points for the Platoon Efficiency
Cups will be given for Swimming and Seamanship. ExSailors to
start at " scratch."
We hear that on the grounds of economy an issue of " brellasum—
51k. [. Service" has not been sanctioned.
A.E.L.H.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

What the Manager of the Colchester Dance Pavilion said to the
Ladies when they would not dance with the soldiers, and did tliev dance
the following week ? Ask our Sheik .
Who is the little man with the Bit' Noise, and did he "click " at
Clacton ?
Did the Sheik manage tea at the corner table and could he only use
one hand ? Ask the Right Guide.
Who was the Section Commander that told his men to fire silent
rounds ?
What Tent was called the Ideal Home ?
Did our small Mascot know more than a certain Drill Instructor re
gauges for pullthroughs ?
What happened to S.W.B. during Camp and was she crosseyed ?
Why p. & B. did not click at Clacton ? Ask Met. Was it over the
rock ?
Who are the Box Pleat specialists ? Ask the Weald.

Col.
Burns.

MajorGeneral
Sir A. LyndenBell.

Captain
Hammond Davies.

Platoon who put up a splendid show (box pleats included !), and to all
those who represented the Company in the TugofWar, Football and
Relay Races.
Apropos of the Football, we very much appreciated the pretty little
compliment paid to our team by "D" Companv in their Julv Notes.
The winning of the Shield reflects great credit oil Sgt. "Dennis and
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TRAINED MEN'S OUTING.

Now for the Outing, which I think everyone will agree, was a jolly
good turnout, about fifty of us going 011 it, in glorious weather. \Yc
started from here at 8.15, to be precise, to reach Ashford at 9.30 a.m.
for a little breakfast. Then we boarded our conveyance bound for
Folkestone arriving there at 12 noon. Of course tlie bachelors of our
party had to find other means of enjoying themselves. Well, as readers
will admit, one has to get lively to get joyful, so we adjourned to tlie
nearest place where they sold laughing mixture : anyway, it seemed fo
tickle " Tug " quite a lot. After a good " Gin " round Folkestone we
again boarded our worthy buses, bound for Deal as everybody thought,
but they were mistaken, and I think quite a number were surprised to
find themselves in Ramsgate.
Well, it was not a long stay in Ramsgate, as everyone wanted to
get to Margate.
Leaving Ramsgate at 5.30 we had an hour's ride
and then we were all tripping down to " Dreamland," Margate. This
is where the jazzites like Narrer. Fred, Yank and Co. came into their
own. From those who could not jazz, one could hear such sayings as
 Where is the nearest pub ? "
We were all sorely tempted to stay in Margate, but eventually
we were all ready to move off again. During the homeward journey
five of our party were noticed to be eating fish and chips. Evidently
"Dreamland" was more atractive than grub whilst we were in
Margate.
We arrived at a place called Sarre for a last drink, and then we
embarked once more, and for the last time, and 0I1, how we kept our
country cousins awake all the way home, arriving there at 11 o'clock
after, as already mentioned, a jolly good day's outing accompanied by
our old patron, the K.S.M.
NARRER.

A DAY'S HOLIDAY.

Last Sunday we went for a day's UOLI.IDAY in the land of Kent.
Our first stop was at a village called ASIITON where we went to CIIURCII
and visited the LITTLE prison where BOTTOMLEY was doing time.
We saw some soldiers handling dummy MILLS grenades, and while
we watched themwe sat down and ate some apple PYE.
We then visited PARBERRY village where tlie MAYXYARD(S) were
full of apples, and we saw WILSON coming out of one of them witli his
pockets mux.IN".
We also strolled through the IIAWKINSWOOD(S) and over many
STYLES to a place called LEWRY village, where they had a police court
similar to the old BAILEY ; here our SPOKESnian gave a speech 011
how much money was OWEN him.
We then crossed the LAKER river and then 011 to DIPLOCK town,
where we saw a bully LAMMING his dog. We also stopped to watch the
tattoo in which the people were dressed in clothes of the STTJART period.
A jackDAW flew at SIMPSON, but with great presence of mind he
managed to WARD it off.
We had a glorious feast of ALLENbury*s biscuits by the side of a
BROOK, and PII.CIIER would have got run over by a DOUGLAS motor
cycle had lie not been WISE enough to hop out of the way.
We then visited the meat market and watched them selling a
CAMMON of bacon ; after that we started for home singing our passing
out song : Dy'e KENNEDY Blioy. ELYed to me."
BLACKBOTTOM.

The 4th Battalion.
" A " Company.
Thanks to tlie patriotism of Thanet business firms we were able to
send a very strong Company to Camp, the actual company numbers
being :—
Present.
Absent.
Percentage
"A" Coy. (Thanet)
131
32
80
"B" Coy. (Canterburv, Sitting
bourne)
"
143
30
82
"C" Cov. (Weald of Kent)
...
69
31
69
"D" Coy. 'Dover, Folkestone) ...
168
32
84
The number of Recruits who have joined the Battalion this
Territorial year is as under :—
"A" Company, 30 ; "B" Company, 18 "C" Company, 17 "D"
Company, 37.
We have obtained third place in Camp attendance and second place
in Recruiting.
All Ranks are very proud of the splendid performance put up by
Sgt.Major Johnson, Acting QuarterMastcrSgt. Gardiner, Lieut.
Iggulden and Pte. Gisbv in winning the Relay Race. All Drill Halls
are closed down till the 20th of September when we re commence our
Winter's Campaign.
Our grateful thanks are due to Mr. '1'. D. Wood, Deputy Mayor of
Margate, for so kindly presenting eleven handsome medals to Margate
Buffs' Football Team.
CAMEL,
Platoon Editor.

" B " Company.

After having spent a most happy fifteen days in camp our company

fttlrvl flown tn tlvir ucnal routinoof tr

experience gained by the Company going to camp will be the means
of adding recruits to our Detachments.
We congratulate the Football, Relay and Lewis Gun teams, Boxers,
Platoon Drill Demonstration and TugofWar Team for the fine per
formance they all put up, thus bringing credit not only to tlie Company,
but also to the Battalion.
Tlie whole Company wisli to congratulate "C" Company 011 being
the winners of the Harris Shield this year. No doubt Lieut. M. B.
Hewitt deserves credit in bringing Ills Platoon to tlie top in the Platoon
Drill Demonstration, which was the means of "C" Company winning
the shield. Our Company was leading by half a point 111 the Battalion
until the Platoon Drill Demonstration took place. Had we only been
able to obtain second place instead of third, we should have again
won the Harris Shield. Still, everybody did their best and it is far
better to try and to lose than not to try at all. Better luck next year.
Another interesting shooting match is taking place oil the 24th
July between a team of our local Police and the Senior Ranks of our
Company. A full account of the shoot will appear in next month's
issue of The Dragon.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Did George steal one point 011 the Busy Bee with his fiat iron lor
the Demonstration Platoon Drill ? Eves open for 1928 !
THE BUSY BEE.

WHITSTABLE DETACHMENT.

The second of the miniature range competitions between the Buffs
and the local residents' team took place on Wednesday in last week,
and again it proved a most interesting and exciting evening. After a
great struggle tlie Buffs' team won by the narrow margin of 19 points.
The score board read as follows :—
THE BUFI s.
Lieut. Turner
...
...
...
...
... 44
Sgt. Freeman
...
...
...
...
... 47
Sgt. Croucher
...
...
...
44
L'Cpl. Ball
44
Pte. Adding
35
Pte. Turner ...
...
...
...
...
... 35
Pte. Foreman
...
...
...
43
Pte. S. A. Rigden
26

Mr. Minett
...
Mr. G. Fitt
...
Mr. Bennett ...
Mr. Hendrv ...
Mr. Tullett
...
Mr. Lees
Mr. Perks
Mr. A. Carnegie

LOCAL RESIDENTS.

39
38
44
46
41
33

26
41

308
Highest possible, 50 points.
Following tlie slioot a pleasing and most gratifying event took
place. The residents' team, together with many others interested
in tlie local Territorials, presented the Whitstable detachment of the
4th Battalion The Buffs with a very handsome trophy which had been
inscribed as the " Whitstable Territorials' Efficiency Trophy."
In a crowded room of the Drill Hall the trophy was presented by
Mr. Johnstone, who made a pleasing speech in which he mentioned
how necessary local support was for the real success of detach ments of
the Territorials. It was a good work which entailed much of the spare
time of their officer and the least they could do was to assist in some way
to increase interest and do something towards bringing this particular
detachment up to strength by encouraging recruiting. The trophy,
he hoped, would he the means of creating a greater incentive to all those
members who would be competing for it and so prove themselves
good and capable Territorials.
Lieutenant Turner, 011 receiving the trophy, thanked all those who
had been so kind as to show such interest in subscribing towards tlie
magnificent cup. It was most encouraging to receive such support
and he was sure this would undoubtedly be the means of increasing the
interest of the work carried out at the Drill Hall and elsewhere. He
had hoped that Major D. J. Dean, V.G., the Company Commander,
could have been present to receive tlie trophy on their behalf, but
this could not be done as he was too busy to get awav from Sitting
bourne. Major Dean had, however, expressed his thanks and apprecia
tion of the kindness of the local supporters in Whitstable. Lieutenant
Turner ended by hoping that more recruits would join them. They had
only 24 members in Whitstable, which was a very small number in a
town which should have at least 50. This is what they hoped to attain.
Could they not rcacli that number by some means 3
The subscribers to the Efficiency Cup included Councillor G. Fitt
and Messrs. Lees, Chopin. Stoner. C. P. King. Angus Carnegie, J.
Humphreys, P. G. Phillips, A. F. Hendry, F. II. Minett, Johnson,
G. W. Bennett, C. L. A. Hutchinson, II. Wilkins, A. A. Tulloek, Milner,
las. Cox, Rollin, A. J. McCafferv, D. S. Newman, W. McLcod. Anuand,
S, D. West, R. Charlton, C. E. Talbot, H. W. Beekhuson, F. Coolcy,
and three anonymous subscribers.
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" D " Company.

On Sunday, 26th June, "D" Company returned from Camp to their
Home Stations, after having spent a very enjoyable fortnight at Camp.
Our journey from Colchester to Dover was a decidedly wearisome one,
eight hours being spent in the train ; the delay being due to a buckled
spring 011 a luggage van and a faulty brake 011 a truck conveying three
of our limbers, in all we were over two hours late at our destination.
We were very pleased to see, on arrival at Dover Marine Station, several
of our drummers (who had to leave us mid way during Camp) who had
come down in uniform to meet us and augment our Corps of Drums
011 our inarch through Dover to tlie Drill Hall. Such enthusiasm and
esprit de corps is greatly appreciated and must be encouraged.
"D" Company take off their hats to "C" Company 011 their winning
the Harris Shield and offer them our sincerest congratulations. Well
done, the " FARMERS' BOYS" ! ! ! In all earnestness, we are very
glad that the little differences which existed in years gone by between
our two detachments at Dover and Folkestone are now absolutely non
existent and the Company has become and will remain one big Happy
Family and live up to the standard of that popular song " The More
We Are Together," etc.
During the visit of MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell to our
Camp at Colchester, Sgt.Drummer Tripp was greatly congratulated
by the General 011 the excellent appearance and efficiency of our Corps
of Drums. Rumour has it that our Regular Depot desires our Drums
to play at Canterbury during August. We hope that this will
materialise and we can assure the Depot that our Drums are always at
their service. Nobody realises more than we do tlie very great help so
willingly rendered by the Depot to the 4th Battalion at all times and if
we can repay our debt to them in any way whatsoever we are only too
keen to be able to do so.
In the Drill portion of our Harris Shield Competition "D" Company
were second to "C" Company being only half a point below them out
of a total of 200. The onlookers' were loud in their applause especially
of the arms drill of our Company. In the Football we came 2nd also
after a very wellcontested Final against "B" Companv ; once again
Ridgewell of Dover was tlie mainstay of "D" Company's team.
One very enjoyable evening was spent 111 Camp in tlie form of a
Novices Boxing Tournament. Several wellfought Contests were
witnessed and many " dark horses " discovered : it is hoped through
this tournament that we shall be able to strengthen our Team next year
for the Territorial Army Championships.
The whole Company would like to take this opportunity of thanking
Captain (Daddy) Keeler 011 the way he has looked after their " inner
man" and to wish him many, many happy years in his retirement,
and the earnest hope that he will be able for many years to come to
Camp with 11s in some advisory capacity or other and so look after our
wants. We do not propose to say "Goodbye" to "Daddy," but
simply "Au revoir" until next Camp. " Daddy" has set us an
example of doing things willingly for others and we will try and live
up to it as best wc can.
We are also given to understand that our Adjutant, Capt.
Hammond Davies, will not be with us as such next year. If that is
the ease, we wish him every good wish in the future and can assure him
that he will always be very welcome whenever he can find time to visit
us, eitiier at our Home Stations or at Camp, and we can only say that
if his successor tikes as much interest in our doings and welfare as
Capt. Hammond Davies has done, we shall have no cause to use a
soldier's prerogative of being allowed to grouse.
On Wednesday, 13th J uly, "D" Companv had the honour of forming
a Guard of Honour on the occasion of the visit to Folkestone of H.R.H.
Prince Henrv, K.G., G.C.V.O. The Guard of Honour consisted of

Blinder and

Dusty.

" f~*\ AWD lummie—we aint been awt tlie perishing
vT line four blooming days and we 'as to go
in again," spoke Blinder as lie jumped on toliis stretch
of old sacking and shook the dust—and other things—
011 to poor old Dusty below. Those ' Nissen ' huts
with their three and four tiers of sacking—beds they
were called by some folks, but I'll refrain from saying
what others called tliem—certainly gave a minor
degree of comfort to the weak and creaking bones
of a done up fighter.
" What the 'ell yer doing ?" shouted Dusty.
" Yer've been and filled me mince pies wiv sand. Look
'ere Blinder—I'm just about getting fed up wiv this
blinking war : those blooming old
'ave been
shoved awt that rotten old trench it took us five stunts
to pinch and we as to go up the line and snaffle it back
again." Then the boys started singing :—
Oh ! oh ! oh ! its a lovely war
When the mauser cracks and puffs
They yell—send up the Buffs ;
Oh ! oh ! 0I1 !—its a lovely war."
" Stop that noise " shouted the OrderlySergeant,
who had just walked in. " Privates Blinder and
Dusty answer yer names."
" Yus, Sergeant " came the reply.
" You are to go on leave tomorrow by the 9 a.m.
train and
"
" 'Elp me Dusty—quick—I'm fainting " shouted
Blinder.
" Stick it mate—I'm just the same as yerself "
answered Dusty.
" Be a sport " ejaculated Snowball. " Come up
the line and see the thing through and go on leave
after."
" You go and drown yourself " spoke our two pals
together.
The next morning, Blinder and Dusty were at the
station in good time to catch the leave train—yes, it
was called a train, despite the fact there were 110
windows and tlie doors had been removed to enable
the station master to get some firewood—and
were not
very long before this conveyance was puffing and
blowing in a frantic effort to reach Boulogne.
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Soon after 9 p.m. we were heading for Canterbury,
but reaching Sarre before closing time a halt was made
there and we reached home at 10.30 p.m.
It was a most enjoyable day out and a pleasant
change, many old friends being met at the various
places throughout the day. So roll on the next one.
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The Hardy Gup.

Corporals' Notes.
Notes! Notes! Notes! Only those Who have the delicate
job of raking these wonderful things up realize the difficulty there is
to get sufficient to fill up any amount of space. There lias been very
littic happening of late, but we will try and give an account of any
small incidents of interest that have occured during the last month.
Our first kickoff is Sport. To be quite candid, the news item for
that particular subject can be easily accomplished; it is done so in
three letters of the recognized alphabet, that is NIL, as the Corporals
have been very slow this year where Sport is concerned. Up to the
present we have only played two games of Cricket. What have our
Sports Committee been doing with themselves ? Of course there has
been a considerable amount of storms and rain this last couple
of months, which lias held up games in an alarming way, so we'll just
hope for better weather and more or less wake ourselves up. Before
we finish with this column we shall again have to repeat our last month's
queries by trying to ascertain when the Trained Men will play us a
game of Cricket. As they seem lo be very shy of the challenge it is
probable they do not want to spoil their record of wins, but surely
a match could be arranged ; when it does happen I will devote a
complete column for tlie purpose of the longsoughtfor event.
There is one tiling that must be said, that is, the Corporals have not
neglected their Tennis. Each night enthusiasts of the game can be
seen making returns and volleys that would never be thought of by
Tilden, or even by any Wimbledon finalist.
(Quite true).
Now to carry on with other things. At present most of
the Members are undergoing some strenuous evenings under tlie careful
supervision of Percy, our Muscle Expert, who is arranging a Gymnastic
Display ; in fact fifty per cent, of the team will be represented by
Corporals which should do honour to the Mess. Of course there are
one or two impossibles such as Smudger who wonders after trying to
do a short arm balance, why P.T. Instructors commit suicide; also
as shown by the notable way in which Ginger does a hand spring. Still,
on the whole, tliey are working very well; of course several pints of
Kent's Best can be seen rolling off several noble brows.
Lieut. Knight has kindly given the Mess several interesting books
which lias increased our Library considerably and we are well on the
way to reaching the threefigure mark. Our Wireless (it is strange,
but I can never write notes without mentioning that noble
arrangement); anyway to get on with it, as first remarked, our " wire
ess" as per usual, is " soundless" as ever. Once again it has had to
lie removed for necessary repairs. Perhaps you will not believe it,
but on one occasion it actually remained in working order for the long
period of a month. So, at the present, time, when a little musical
harmony is required to sootlic the feelings of some savage member,
we have to fall back on our faithful friend, the grainaplionc. Of course
there is our own Jazz Band, which consists of tlie following:—Fred
at the piano, Charlie with a Mouth Organ, with the accompanying
Clappers, rattled by Mac. and Smudger, which we think would do more
damage to the savage rather than soothe them. We might mention
we are also threatened with an addition of a couple of Ukulele Banjos.
We are on the verge of losing another member of the mess, as
Cliapp'o lias decided that tlie pen is mightier than tlie sword.
He is going to transfer to the Army Educational Corps, you know, the
place where tlie jolly old brains are trained to tlie mysteries of tlie art
of teaching.
Under tlie gentle eye of Sgt. Crowne, the Corporals departed on their
Annual Outing, their destination being Southend. The day turned out
better than it was anticipated, plenty of fun being obtainable in the
Kaastral where all tlie latest novelties to catch tlie eye of the public
were in full swing. Excepting for a few minor events the day was
declared to be tophole. One budding young fellow lost Iiis hat, while
two who found it hard to tear themselves from the jovial day found
tliey had lost the last train from Chatham. They managed to travel
by vehicle to Faversham, but from there they had tlie pleasure of a
nice little nine mile walk, with plenty of rain "to keep them cool: we
might say it is hardly safe to mention the name of Faversham to them
just yet.
This is the stage where once again we must put F'inis to our notes,
all newsitems being ended.

OUR MONTHLY PROVERBS.
As we say it :—" People who live in glass houses should not throw
stones."
As said by few :—Individuals whose residential edifices are con
structed of materials composed of transparent substances of destructive
nature, should definitely refrain from projecting missiles of mineral
composition."
Sergeant showing New Recruit a Rifle: " What is this ? "
Recruit: " A Short Lee Enfield M.K. III. rille constructed on tlie bolt
system, worked by a lever on the right side, the breceii being closed
by the bolt, for the purpose of firing bullets of '303 calibre."
A.H.D.S.

Trained Men's Notes.

Owing to the fact that our usual contributor is indisposed, tlie task
of getting these notes together has fallen upon me, and being a novice
at this kind of tiling, I am doing my best to keep the trained men in
the limelight, that is to say, well up in Dragon Notes.
There lias not been anything unusual happening here since our last
notes excepting thai we fired our Annual Weapon Training Course.
We had very few bad siiots, the majority of us keeping our tanner a day
for another year. Our Bill (since he lias left us for the 2nd Battalion)
has caused quite a sensation by nearly hitting the target with five
rounds.
The weather lias been wretched down here just lately, very little
sport taking place, but between one rainy day and the next one, we had
three cricket matches with the 11th Hussars (who are stationed here)
winning two and losing the other one. Lack of space prevents me
from putting in full details of the games.
We welcome Pte. Bottomley from the 2nd Battalion and are sorry
to lose Pte. Casey, who had been here several years, but one must
remember the old saving : " Out go the old hands and in come the
new."
Now that our Tennis Courts have been completed our Tildens and
Borotas can be seen every night practising for Wimbledon next year.
Spud Eely and Busty Stuart have gone away for a few days to fire
their Annual Machine Gun Course ; may they both get possibles.
BOTTLES.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Whether sleeping parades affect trained men ?
Has Tim turned religious ? He is often seen in church now.
Who is applying for Married Quarters ?
Is it anyone on the
N.A.A.F.I. Staff ?
Why is the morbid Bill out so often ? Is the Sliiek the attraction
and lias she vamped him ?
Has Cohen entered Bonzo in the Greyhound Races, and is he getting
weight off ?
What did Fred think when a fair member of the party mistook him
for her husband, and did he need blushing pills afterwards ?
Why does Cohen .walk in tlie road with his girl ? Isn't there room
for them both on the pavement ?
Who tested the R.S.M.'s patience on the outing ? Was it tlie
Charlestonites ?
Has Bill got that Shieky feeling, or is it a Sh(r)iekv feeling ?
Is it true that Holliday has entered for the 100 yards sprint next
year ?
Who is at the top of the ladder roll this week ? Would it be Bill ?
Did the Folkestone hatters rub their hands when Fred's hat fell in
the river ? And has it swam the Channel yet ?
UPABIT.
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TRAINED MEN'S OUTING.

Now for the Outing, which I think everyone will agree, was a jolly
good turnout, about fifty of us going on it, in glorious weather. We
started from here at 8.15, to be precise, to reach Ashford at 9.30 a.m.
for a little breakfast. Then we boarded our conveyance bound for
Folkestone arriving there at 12 noon. Of course the bachelors of our
party had to find other means of enjoying themselves. Well, as readers
will admit, one has to get lively to get joyful, so we adjourned to the
nearest place where they sold laughing mixture : anyway, it seemed to
tickle " Tug " quite a lot. After a good " Gin " round Folkestone we
again boarded our worthy buses, bound for Deal as everybody thought,
but they were mistaken, and I think quite a number were surprised to
find themselves in Ramsgate.
Well, it was not a long stay in Ramsgate, as everyone wanted to
get to Margate.
Leaving Ramsgate at 5.30 we had an hour's ride
and then we were all tripping down to " Dreamland," Margate. This
is where the jazzites like Narrer, Fred, Yank and Co. came into their
own. From those who could not jazz, one could hear such savings as
" Where is tlie nearest pub ? "
We were all sorely tempted to stay in Margate, but eventually
we were all ready to move off again. During the homeward journey
five of our party were noticed to be eating fish and chips. Evidently
" Dreamland" was more atractive than grub whilst we were in
Margate.
We arrived at a place called Sarre for a last drink, and then we
embarked once more, anil for the last time, and oh, how we kept our
country cousins awake all the way home, arriving there at 11 o'clock
after, as already mentioned, a jolly good day's outing accompanied by
our old patron, the R.S.M.
NARRF.R.

A DAY'S HOLIDAY.
Last Sunday we went for a day's IIOLUDAY in the land of Kent.
Our first stop was at a village called ARHTON where we went to CIIURCII
and visited tlie LITTLE prison where BOTTOMLEY was doing time.
We saw some soldiers handling dummy MILLS grenades, and while
wc watched themwe sat down and ate some apple PYE.
We then visited PARBERRY village where the MAYXYARD(S) were
full of apples, and we saw WILSON coming out of one of them with his
pockets BULGES.
We also strolled through the HAWKINSWOOD{.S) and over many
STYLES to a place called LEWRY village, where they iiad a police court
similar to the old BAILEY ; here our spoKESman gave a speech oil
how much money was OWEN him.
We then crossed the LAKER river and then on to IJIPLOCK town,
where we saw a bully I.AMMING his dog. We also stopped to watcli the
tattoo in which the people were dressed in clothes of the STUART period.
A jackDA\v flew at SIMPSON, but with great presence of mind he
managed to WARD it off.
Wc had a glorious feast of AI.LENbury's biscuits by tlie side of a
BROOK, and PILCIIER would have got run over by a DOUGLAS motor
cycle had he not been WISE enough to hop out of the way.
We then visited tlie meat market and watched them selling a
CAMMON of bacon ; after that we started for home singing our passing
out song : Dy'e KENNEDY Bhov. EI.Yed to me."
BLACKBOTTOM.

The 4th Battalion.
" A " Company.
Thanks to the patriotism of Thanet business firms we were able to
send a very strong Company lo Camp, the actual company numbers
being:—
Percentage
Absent.
Present.
80 '
"A" Coy. (Thanet)
131
32
"B" Coy. (Canterbury, Sitting
82
143
30
bourne) ...
69
"C" Coy. (Weald of Kent)
69
31
84
"D" Coy. 'Dover, Folkestone)
168
32
The number of Recruits who have joined the Battalion this
Territorial year is as under :—
"A" Company, 30 ; "B" Company. IS "C" Company, 17' "D"
Company, 37.
We have obtained third place in Camp attendance and second place
in Recruiting.
All Ranks are very proud of tlie splendid performance put up by
Sgt.Major Johnson," Acting QuarterMastcrSgt. Gardiner, Lieut.
Iggulden and Pte. Gisby in winning the Relay Race. All Drill Halls
are closed down till the 20th of September when we recommence our
Winter's Campaign.
Our grateful thanks are due to Mr. T. D. Wood, Deputy Mayor of
Margate, for so kindly presenting eleven handsome medals to Margate
Buffs' Football Team".
CAMEL,
Platoon Editor.

" B " Company.

After having spent a most happy fifteen days in camp our company
is now settled down (o their usual routine of training at their Drill Halls.
It is worth noting that 142 W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s and Men were present at
camp out of the Company of 174 strong, and special thanks are due to
them for all the keenness shown in their work both on and off parade.
Everybody thoroughly enjoyed themselves and one can only hear now :
" Where are we going for the next camp?" It is hoped that the

experience gained by the Company going to camp will be the means
of adding recruits to our Detachments.
We congratulate the Football, Relay and Lewis Gun teams, Boxers,
Platoon Drill Demonstration and TugofWar Team for the fine per
formance tliey all put up, thus bringing credit not only lo the Company,
but also to the Battalion.
The whole Company wish to congratulate "C" Company on being
the winners of the Harris Shield this year. No doubt Lieut. 91. B.
Hewitt deserves credit in bringing Ills Platoon to the top in the Platoon
Drill Demonstration, which was the means of "C" Company winning
the shield. Our Company was leading by half a point in tlie Battalion
until the Platoon Drill Demonstration took place. Had wc only been
able to obtain second place instead of third, we should have again
won the Harris Shield. Still, everybody did their best and it is far
better to try and to lose than not to try at all. Better luck next year.
Another" interesting shooting match is taking place on the 24th
July between a team of our local Police and the Senior Ranks of our
Company. A full account of the shoot will appear in next month s
issue of The Dragon.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Did George steal one point on the Busy Bee with his fiat iron for
the Demonstration Platoon Drill ? Eves ooen for 1928 !
THE BUSY BEE.

WHITSTABLE DETACHMENT.

The second of the miniature range competitions between the Buffs
and tlie local residents' team took place on Wednesday in last week,
and again it proved a most interesting and exciting evening. After a
great struggle the Buffs' team won by the narrow margin of 10 points.
The score board read as follows : —
T;IK Buiis.
44
Lieut. Turner
47
Sgt. Freeman
Sgt. Croueher
44
L'Cpl. Ball ...
44
35
Pte. Ackling ...
35
Pte. Turner ...
43
Pte. Foreman
26
Pte. S. A. Rigdeu

Mr. Minett
...
Mr. G. Fitt ...
Mr. Bennett ...
Mr. Hendry ...
Mr. Tullett
...
Mr. Lees
Mr. Perks
Mr. A. Carnegie

LOCAL RESIDENTS.

39
38
44
46
41
33
26
41
308

Highest possible, 50 points.
Following the shoot a pleasing and most gratifying event took
place. The residents' team, together with many others interested
in the local Territorials, presented the Whitstable detachment of the
4th Battalion The Buffs with a very handsome trophy which had been
inscribed as the " Whitstable Territorials' Efficiency Trophy."
In a crowded room of the Drill Hall the trophy was presented by
Mr. Johnstone, who made a pleasing speech in which he mentioned
how necessary local support was for the real success of detachments of
the Territorials. It was a good work which entailed much of the spare
time of their officer and the least they could do was to assist in some way
to increase interest and do something towards bringing this particular
detachment up to strength by encouraging recruiting. The trophy,
he hoped, would be the means of creating a greater incentive to all those
members who would lie competing for it and so prove themselves
good and capable Territorials.
Lieutenant Turner, on receiving tlie trophy, thanked all those who
had been so kind as to show such interest in subscribing towards the
magnificent cup. It was most encouraging to receive such support
and lie was sure this would undoubtedly be the means of increasing the
interest of the work carried out at the Drill Hall and elsewhere. He
had hoped that Major D. J. Bean, V.C., the Company Commander,
could have been present to receive the trophy on their behalf, but
this could not be done as he was too busy to get away from Sitting
bourne. Major Dean had, however, expressed his thanks and apprecia
tion of the kindness of the local supporters in Whitstable. Lieutenant
Turner ended by hoping that more recruits would join them. Tliev had
only 24 members in Whitstable, which was a very small number in a
town which should have at least 50. This is what they hoped to attain.
Could they not reach that number by some means 3
The subscribers to the Efficiency Cup included Councillor G. Fitt
and Messrs. Lees, Chopin, Stoner, C. P. King, Angus Carnegie, J.
Humphreys, P. G. Phillips, A. F. Hendry, F. H. Minett, Johnson,
G. W. Bennett, C. L. A. Hutchinson, H. Wilkins, A. A. Tullock, Milner,
Jas. Cox, Rollin, A. J. McCaffery. D. S. Newman, W. McLeod, Anuand,
6. D. West, R. Charlton, C. E. Talbot, H. W. Beekhuson, F. Cooley,
and three anonymous subscribers.

" C " (Weald) Company.
HARRIS SHIELD.—Well done, The Weald ! Now the Shield has
been firmly planted in our native clay it will take some shifting. Every
man in the Company can claim a share in this great effort, but
particular credit must be given to I,t. Hewitt and tlie Demonstration
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Whether in uniform or not, " Tim " Rylott will always be " Tim "
Rylott and one of us. We wish him the best of luck and happiness in
his retirement.
We welcome Sgt. Foote who is taking over the Parttime Instructor
ship at Horsmowien. He has just been discharged from the 1st
Battalion, and has already done a lot of work for the Company in the
few weeks he has been home. He had the distinction of being the
Platoon Sergeant of the Platoon representing the Battalion for the
Simpson Trophy Competition in Camp, which was commanded by Lt.
Hewitt.
Four Recruits have enlisted since Camp, and when we can really
" get down to it" after the harvest and " hopping " we hope to get
many more. To be a member of tlie Champion Company is worth
thinking about.
Pte. Woodward is leaving for Canada at the end of J uly and we wish
liim good luck ill his new iob.
The Company is shortly celebrating tlie winning of the Shield by an
outing, possibly in London.
A few preliminary lessons fn map
reading might be useful or else there is a risk of repeating the efforts of
" them Frittendcn Band chaps."
In view of tlie prevailing weather, tlie O.C. Company is seriously
considering applying for permission to organize the Company as an
Inland Water Transport t nit. Special points for tlie Platoon Efficiency
Cups will be given for Swimming and Seamanship. ExSailors to
Start at " scratch."
We hear that on the grounds of economy an issue of " brellasmn—
Mk. I. Service'' lias not been sanctioned.
A.E.L.H

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What the Manager of the Colchester Dance Pavilion said to the
Ladies when they would not dance with tlie soldiers, and did lliey dance
the following week ? Ask our Sheik .
Who is the little man with the Big Noise, and did he " click " at
Clacton ?
Did the Sheik manage tea at tlie corner table and could he only use
one hand ? Ask the Right Guide.
Who was the Section Commander that told his men to fire silent
rounds ?
What Tent was called the Ideal Home ?
Did our small Mascot know more than a certain Drill Instructor re
gauges for pullthroughs ?
What happened to S.W.B. during Camp and was she crosseyed ?
Why p. & B. did not click at Clacton ? Ask Met. Was it over the
rock ?
Who are the Box Pleat specialists ? Ask tlie Weald.

Col.
Burns.

MajorGeneral
Sir A. LyndenBell.

Captain
Hammond Davies.

Platoon who put up a splendid show (box pleats included !), and to all
those who represented the Company in the TugofWar, Football and
Relay Races.
Apropos of tlie Football, we very much appreciated the prettv little
compliment paid to our team by "D" Company in their Julv Notes.
The winning of tlie Shield reflects great credit on Sgt. Dennis and
C.S.M. Rylott. as without a sound foundation of training before camp
the final high state of efficiency could not have been reached. As to
the men themselves, a distinguished officer closelv connected with the
Weald wrote to the O.C. Company that " there is nothing vet lo touch
these Weald blokes when they mean to do a job of wcrk " and he is
about right.
Finally,_ there is no prouder man in Kent than the O.C. Company.
The Shield is being exhibited in various centres in the Company
Area during the next few weeks.
CAMP.—Everyone enjoyed Cam)) in spite of the long grass and some
rather rough weather towards the end. A lot of useful work was done
and the improvement in the turnout, drill and general efficiency of the
Company on the completion of the training was very marked.
The Company benefited very greatly by the help and instruiticn
given by Capt. Howe and Sgt. Marsh from tlie Depot, and we hope
they will pay us a visit in the Weald some time.
The Company "attack" on Clacton was most successful and
the position was soon captured and firmly consolidated on a wide
(sea) frontage.
Next Camp we shall have a new Adjutant and a new Quartermaster
and we should like to take this opportunity of expressing our apprecia
tion of all that Capt. HaminondDavies and Capt. Keeler have done
for us. and to let them know that they will always have a very hearty
welcome from us all whenever they come our way.
RETIREMENTS.—EL Moss has recently been posted to the T.A.
Reserve of Officers as he found he was not able to spare sufficient time
for active Territorial work. We are very sorr\ to lose him as he has
always taken a very keen interest in the Company. We hope that lie
will still continue to father the Horsmonden and Breneliley detach
ments until another officer is appointed.
C.S.M. Rylott is shortly retiring after 37 years' service in the
Rcirnent. During the 20 odd years that he has been associated with
the 4th and 5th Battalions he has made a great many friends, and has
done a great deal of hard work, fte
was presented in Camp bv the
Commanding Officer, with a silver tea set " from present members
of "C" 'Weald* Company, 4tli Battalion The Buffs and some old
comrades in the Weald."

Sittingbourne Detachment Efficiency Cup.
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"D " Company.

On Sunday, 26th June, "D" Company returned from Camp to their
Home Stations, after having spent a very enjoyable fortnight at Camp.
Our journey from Colchester to Dover was a decidedly wearisome one,
eight hours being spent in the train ; tiie delay being due to a buckled
spring on a luggage van and a faulty brake on a truck conveying three
of our limbers, in all we were over two hours late at our destination.
We were very pleased to see, 011 arrival at Dover Marine Station, several
of our drummers (who had to leave us mid way during Camp) who had
come down 111 uniform to meet us and augment our Corps of Drums
011 our march through Dover to tlie Drill Hall. Such enthusiasm and
esprit de corps is greatly appreciated and must be encouraged.
"D" Company take off their hats to "C" Company 011 their winning
the Harris Shield and offer them our sincerest congratulations. Well
done, the " FARMERS' BOYS" ! ! ! In all earnestness, we are very
glad that the little differences which existed in years gone by between
our two detachments at Dover and Folkestone are now absolutely non
existent and the Company lias become and will remain one big Happy
Family and live up to the standard of that popular song " The More
We Are Together," etc.
During the visit of MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell to our
Camp at Colchester, Sgt.Drummer Tripp was greatly congratulated
by the General 011 the excellent appearance and efficiency of our Corps
of Drums. Rumour has it that our Regular Depot desires our Drums
to play at Canterbury during August. We hope that this will
materialise and we can assure tlie Depot that our Drums are always at
their service. Nobody realises more than we do the very great help so
willingly rendered by the Depot to the 4th Battalion at all times and if
we can repay our debt to them in any way whatsoever we are only too
keen to be able to do so.
In the Drill portion of our Harris Shield Competition "D" Company
were second to "C" Company being only half a point below them out
of a total of 200. The onlookers were loud in their applause especially
of the arms drill of our Company. I11 the Football we came 2nd also
after a very wellcontested Final against "B" Companv ; once again
Ridgewell of Dover was the mainstay of "D" Company's team.
One very enjoyable evening was spent in Camp in the form of a
Novices Boxing Tournament. Several wellfought Contests were
witnessed and many " dark horses " discovered : it is hoped through
this tournament that we shall be able to strengthen our Team next year
for the Territorial Army Championships.
The whole Company would like to take this opportunity of thanking
Captain (Daddy) Keeler 011 the way lie lias looked after their " inner
man" and to wish him many, many happy years in his retirement,
and the earnest hope that he will be' able for many years to come to
Camp with us in some advisory capacity or other and so look after our
wants. We do not propose to say "Goodbye" to "Daddy," but
simply "Au revoir" until next Camp, "baddy" has set us an
example of doing things willingly for others and we will try and live
up to it as best we can.
We are also given to understand that our Adjutant, Capt.
Hammond Davies, will not be with us as such next year. If that is
the case, we wish him every good wish in the future and can assure him
that he will always be very welcome whenever he can find time to visit
us, either at our Home Stations or at Camp, and we can only say that
if his successor t ikes as much interest in our doings and welfare as
Capt. Hammond Davies lias done, we shall have 110 cause to use a
soldier's prerogative of being allowed to grouse.
O11 Wednesday, 13th July, "D" Companv had the honour of forming
a Guard of Honour on the occasion of the visit to Folkestone of H.R.H.
Prince Henrv, K.G., G.C.V.O. The Guard of Honour consisted of
Capt. D. V. Coote (Commanding), l.ieut. J. Sherwood (King's Colour),
Lieut. C. 11. M. Brooke, C.S.M. Wisdom, S.Q.M.S. Philpotl, Sgts. Mead
and Setterfield (Escort to the Colours), Members of the Folkestone
Detachment of "D" Company, augmented by 43 other ranks from the
remainder of "D" Company from Dover. Both the Band and Drums
of the 1st Battalion Tlie Royal Warwickshire Regiment were in attend
ance and accompanied the Guard of Honour from the Drill Hall to its
position at the Harvey Grammar School. Colonel R. N. Dick, C.M.G.,
D.S.O., Commanding Kent and Sussex Infantry Brigade, to which the
4tli Battalion The Buffs belongs, was also present at the Harvey
Grammar School and accompanied Prince Henry during the inspection.
Many complimentary remarks by members of the Regular Army
as to the appearance ami work of tiie Guard of Honour were heard and
the fact that apparently the very large crowd present was satisfied
was shewn by loud applause when the Guard of Honour completed
their work and inarched back to the Drill Hall. Such applause was
very encouraging especially in view of the fact that several of the
members of tiie Guard were vouug recruits who have had, as yet, very
little time to learn intricate rille movements and ceremonial drill,
but nevertheless were able to hold their own and do their job as though
they had been at it all their lives.
The Guard of Honour was a decidedly representative one being
composed of Riflemen. Machine Gunners, Drummers, Transport and
Signallers, all belonging to Folkestone and Dover.
The Members of the Dover portion of the Company very much
appreciated being asked by Folkestone to take part in tlie Guard of
Honour and feel sure that such occasion has further cemented the good
feeling which exists between the two halves of "D" Companv.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
However did the springs 011 tlie homewardbound train buckle ?
(We were under the impression that LanceCorporal Wakefield was
not on the train).
Who was the lucky man who was fortunate enough to obtain " two
pints oop Liverpool Street " ?

(Continued, at foot of next column).
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Blinder and

Dusty.

Y AWD lummie—we aint been awt the perishing
7 line four blooming days and we 'as to go
in again," spoke Blinder as he jumped on to his stretch
of old sacking and shook the dust—and other things—
011 to poor old Dusty below. Those ' Nissen ' huts
with their three and four tiers of sacking—beds they
were called by some folks, but I'll refrain from saying
what others called them—certainly gave a minor
degree of comfort to the weak and creaking bones
of a done up fighter.
" What the 'ell yer doing ?" shouted Dusty.
" Yer've been and filled me mince pies wiv sand. Took
'ere Blinder—I'm just about getting fed up wiv this
blinking war: those blooming old
'ave been
shoved awt that rotten old trench it took us five stunts
to pinch and we as to go up the line and snaffle it back
again." Then the boys started singing :—
Oil ! oh ! 0I1 ! its a lovely war
When the mauser cracks and puffs
They yell—send up the Buffs ;
Oh ! oh ! oh !—its a lovely war."
" Stop that noise " shouted the OrderlySergeant,
who had just walked in. " Privates Blinder and
Dusty answer yer names."
" Yus, Sergeant " came the reply.
" You are to go 011 leave tomorrow by the 9 a.m.
train and
"
" 'Elp me Dusty—quick—I'm fainting " shouted
Blinder.
" Stick it mate—I'm just the same as yerself "
answered Dusty.
" Be a sport " ejaculated Snowball. " Come up
the line and see the thing through and go on leave
after."
" You go and drown yourself " spoke our two pals
together.
The next morning, Blinder and Dusty were at the
station in good time to catch the leave train—yes, it
was called a train, despite the fact there were no
windows and the doors had been removed to enable
the station master to get some firewood—and
were not
very long before this conveyance was puffing and
blowing in a frantic effort to reach Boulogne.
Arriving at the French seaport the engine
collapsed, but this did not trouble our two pals, who
made straight for the boat.
" I say—where are you men going ? Can't you
see its the ' staff ' boat ?"
Blinder eyed the Red Cap up and down and
enquired the meaning of ' staff ' boat. "Is it any
fink to do wiv ' Rooty ' ?" he asked.
" You get off out of it and do what you're told.
That boat is for Generals and Staff Officers—not for
you chaps."
" Then why do they come into our trenches up the
line, if they won't allow us in their old boat ?" asked
Dusty.
" Don't talk to 'im about trenches up the line "
spoke Blinder. " 'E knows more about wenches down
the line."
4 t h B a t t a l i o n — Continued.
How 0110 can best get 25 lilts 011 a target with only 15 rounds?
Some sav it is d 
good shooting !! ! !
Is it true that a certain officer has seriously considered resigning
his commission in order to join the " finest Corps of Drums in the
Territorial Army" ? We would inform him that there is a very stiff
entrance examination 1
Are the Officers " Beating Retreat" at Dover this Summer ?
Is there anything in the " NEW" Infantrv Training Manual about
officers prostrating themselves and embracing Mother Earth on Staff
Parade ?
<
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Eventually our two pals boarded the right transport
and were soon homeward bound ; a short sea voyage
and a two hours train run and back again in dear old
London. The next morning the following telegram was
received :—
" The Prime Minister requests you will be
good enough to meet him outside the " Pig and
Whistle" at 8 o'clock tomorrow night."
" Well, I don't know what to make of it " said
Blinder, as he scratched his head.
" Neiver do I " replied Dusty. " Did yer note,
mate, 'e didn't say we were to meet 'im inside did
'e ?"
Precisely at 8 p.m. 'our two pals were at the
appointed place of meeting, when they observed a man
of short stature with a very genial face approaching
them. " Are you Privates Blinder and Dusty ?" he
enquired and upon being informed the identity was
exactly as described, he held out his hand and
welcomed home the warriors.
" I'm the Prime Minister " spoke the stranger,
" and I've sent for you two men to come home at once
and have a chat."
" 'Ave a what, sir ?" enquired Dusty, but after
Blinder had whispered something in Dusty's ear, the
question was not pressed.
" You know, look you, I'm in a terrible fix "
continued the Prime Minister, and I want to know what
is necessary to win this war ? Whatever you men
want yon can have it."
Blinder and Dusty at once cocked their heads.
" Well Guvner : it's very kind of yer, so lets go inside
and mine's a pint of Burton and my mate the same,"
said Blinder.
" You know, Guvner," spoke Blinder, after he had
sipped heavily into his pint, " what we blokes want
awt there is shell—shell and more shell."
" Quite right, Blinder, quite right Blinder boy !"
interjected Dusty, then, pulling the Prime Minister
aside, whispered into the august ear most confidentially
" Yer want to get yer note book awt : that bloke's
brains is good I can tell yer. Guts—why ! 'e's as brave
as a lion. . Last week 'e went single 'anded into fifty
blinking Germans and came out wiv awt a scratch."
" Well done, well done " spoke the Prime Minister.
" Did he get rewarded ?"
" Oh yus, I think 'e got 'old of abaut fifteen
watches, two dozen rings—cheap ones yer know, and
a lot of other souvenirs before they were sent to
Blighty. They do it on us blokes when we gets pinched
so we does it on them."
" Oh ! they were German prisoners " queried the
Prime Minister.
" Lummie yus" answered Dusty. " Got some
guts abaut 'iin my mate 'as—I can tell yer."
" You spoke about ' shell ' " said the Prime
Minister, turning to Blinder. " I've often thought
of that, but my idea is to send it up by aeroplane,
swamp the German Army, drop bombs and set theni
all on fire.
Of course, the quantity required would
be enormous—millions and millions of gallons, so
much so that no member of parliament could keep
a ear."
" I aiiit atalkiug about motors " replied Blinder.
I means shells, shells and more shells. We shove over
about six a day in our part of the line and the Germans
shove back sixtysix and blind us."
" Ah ! I see—then you will have shells. I'll see
that you will smother the German trenches with such
weight that no human being will be living, except on
our side of the line. I'm so glad I met you—have
another drink."
No, let's go odd man and nuffink over twopence "
suggested Dusty.
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That night saw the manufacture of shells in every
part of England, also tlie first speech in the House of
Commons on this all important topic.
" Gentlemen, I have given careful and minute
attention to this war. What we want is shell—
not motor spirit—shell to destroy the vitals of the
enemy. For months and months this has been in
my mind and
"
" Bang ! Crash ! an air raid.
" Let's go down the crypt."
J.E.
{Continued in October).

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.
The following Lieutenants to be Captains :—C. E. Wilson, M.B.E
(April 27th) : T. R. Rcid, M.C. (May 1st) : C. K. B. Knight (June 1st).
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
Capt. II. r, Smith, from Active list, to he Capt. (July 13th).

The Depot.
RECRUIT.
Pte. W. Smith, attested at Halifax, 20 627.
PROMOTION AND APPOINTMENT.
6278173 C.Q.M.S. G. Coaster, promoted W.O. CI. II, and appointed
C.S.M., 16 727. (Authv : Offieer i/c Records Office, Hounslow.
No. 6/651 dated 13 727).
EDUCATIONAL AWARD.
6278173 Cr. Sgt. (C.Q.M.S.) G. Coaster, awarded 1st Class Certificate
of Education. 16327. (Authv: E.C.O. 610/27).
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.
6278071 R.Q.M.S. G. lugs, permitted to continue in the service for a
further period of one year. (Authy :—O.i/c Records, No. C/107 d/28
627.
DISCHARGES.
6286385 Pte. F. Jestico, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) (a) K.R.'s
23 627.
6283573 Pte. B. Smith, discharged under para. 363 (vii) K.R.'s
286—27.
6283511 Pte. A. Jennings and 6283510 Pte. V. Edwards, discharged
under para. 363 (vi) (b) K.R.'s, 57 27.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength and posted to Companies as shown :—
6283645 Pte. W. Giggle, "C" (C>, 8727 : 6283676 Pte. G. Beer
"A," (S), 26527 ; 6280370 Pte. A. Footc, "C" (C), 30527 
6283668 Pte. A. Iverson, "D" (D), 1627; 6279483 Pte. C. King'
"!>' (!'). 27527; 628367! Pte. W. Morrison, "D" (F) 25527'
6283666 Pte. T. Piatt, "C" (C), 30/5/27 ; 6283667 Pte. E. Sliarpe",
"D" (F), 3627 : 6283669 Pte. P. Whittaker, ,'B" (L), 31527.
TRANSFER.
767355 Pte. H. Finn, "B" (C), transferred from 385th Batterv
y
R.F.A. (T) w/c from 3627.
DISCHARGES.
6282119 Pte. H. Boakes, "B" (S), discharged on termination of
engagement w/c from 11627.
6282051 Pte. A. Brown, "C" (C), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 28627.
6283284 Pte. C. Collins, "A" (S). discharged 1935 T.A. Regs w/e
from 16727. Auth. K.I.B. 2540/1 dated 7627.
6335081 Cpl. W. Gregg, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 16727.
6280455 L/Cpl. A. Hatcher, "C" (C) discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 21 627.
6282880 Pte. H. Hubbard, "B" (S), discharged 1936 (a) T.A Re«s
w/e from 16727. Auth. K.I.B. 2540/1 dated 7627.
6282134 Bdra. J. Knight, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 16727.
6282123 Pte. S. Larkin, "C," (II) discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 13 627.
6283316 Pte. Owen, A. "A" (H.) discharged 1935 T.A. Regt, w/e
from 16 726. Auth. K.I.B. 2540/1 dated 7627.
6283209 Pte. II. Todd, "A" (R), discharged 1935 T.A. Regs w/e
from 16726. Auth. K.I.B. 2540/1 dated 7 627.
6282844 Sgt. A. Twyman, "A" (S), discharged 1933 T.A. Regs,
w/e from 1627.
5188751 Pte. C. Woodward, "C" (C) discharged 1933 T.A. Regs
w/e from 1 7 27.
6280299 Pte. Attwood. "B" (C), 7575342 Pte. S. Deal, "B" (C),
6282257 Pte. I,. Ingleton, "11" (C) discharged under para. 1936 (a)
w/e from 7th June, 1927. Auth. K.I.B. 2540/1, dated 76 27.
5488751 Pte. C. Woodward, "C" (C), discharged under Para. 1933
T. A. Regs, w/e from 7 627. Auth. K.T.A. 1/362/2 d/30527.

The rNavy:Army and
71ir Force Institutes
SERVE

EXISTS TO

SERVICES
the

It is the Services' own Business

PRICE LISTS & CATALOGUES INCLUDE
PROVISIONS,
SPIRITS,

GROCERIES,
TOBACCOS,

SPORTS

GOODS

CONFECTIONERY
CIGARS
AND

AND

WINES

AND

CIGARETTES,

PRIZES,

SPORTS

OUTFITTING. FANCY GOODS, HARD
WARE, BOOKS, STATIONERY
& PRINTING, CUTLERY
&

PLATE,

Etc.

n»n*rmn
N.A.A.F.I. specializes in quality and can supply all
Service requirements, but is strictly limited to dealing
with serving members of the Regular Forces, their
wives and families, and Territorials during the annual
Training.

HEADQUARTER OFFICES

Imperial Court, Upper Kennington Lane, S.E. 11

WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone:

No. 334.

C yENERAL

September,

Personalia.

.Sir Arthur Paget has left for
Cannes. During his absence from home
he has nominated MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Bainbridge (Chairman of the Regimental
Committee) to answer for him in all matters
connected with the Regiment.
Sir Arthur very much regretted that he
was unable to attend either the Cricket Week
or the more recent reunion and Memorial
Service at Canterbury, owing to ill health.
We are glad to hear that there is no truth
in the rumour that General Paget is about to
resign the Colonelcy of the Regiment.
BrigadierGeneral and Mrs. Hickson have
gone to Scotland as also Captain H. H. C.
and Mrs. Baird. The latter are» staying at
Gullane.
Major F. W. Tomlinson, who was in
Canterbury for Cricket Week, brought his
niece, Miss Lart, who made her debut at one
of the hospital balls.
We congratulate Captain D. A. Wilkins
on his engagement to Miss Lilian Maude
Coughlan.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Captain
Loyd Hardcastle on the death of his father,
which occurred at Hawkhurst on August 1st.
We congratulate Noel Reeves (Major
Reeves' son) on being equal second in the
Lord Warden Cup at Rye on 13th August.
His score for the 36 holes was 156 and he did
the second round in 76—a wonderful
performance.
Our sincere thanks are due to Mr. J. Druce
for the suggestion contained in his letter
published in this number, under the heading
" Exchange of Regimental Relics."
Our thanks are also due to Mr. Druce for
presenting the Military Medal belonging to

1927.

513.

Price Sixpence.

No. 10059 L/Cpl. E. Wood and an old cuff
of the Grenadier Guards, with pewter buttons.
Mr. Druce has also presented the Museum
with a very beautiful Regimental china hot
water plate.
We are very glad to hear that Lient.
E. P. C. Bruce, who recently had a most
serious motor accident near Bagshot, is
progressing as well as can be expected.
Recently, Sgt. E. H. Swendell, of the
Ramsgate Borough Police, late C.S.M., 1st
Battalion, The Buffs, and C.S.M.I. Army
Gymnastic Staff attended a course in criminal
investigation at New Scotland Yard.
It is notified that he passed the
examination in the thoer}' and practice of
Criminal Investigation for which lie receives
a certificate issued by the Commissioner of
Police for the Metropolis.
We offer him our hearty congratulations.
It is very much regretted that through an
unfortunate mistake, the instructions regarding
the compilation of a roll of all attending the
Memorial Service on the 14th ultimo were
not complied with, and it has therefore been
decided not to publish an incomplete list.
The total number of Past members of the
Regiment exceeded 250, which is believed to
be a record and included parties and
individuals from London and most towns in
East Kent.
Ashford must be particularly congratulated
on their numbers as easily head of the list,
the London Branch being second, which,
considering the distance this party had to
come can
only
be
considered
highly
satisfactory.
We much regret to hear of the death of
Percy Reginald Dare, son of Lieut. & Qr.Mr. P.
Dare, which occurred on August 17th.
We
offer our sincerest sympathy to Mr. and Mrs
Dare.
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Battles

of

the

Buffs.

No. 19.

DETTINGEN, 27TH JUNE, 1743.

I

N 1742 the regiment was again called
upon to take the field.
The Emperor
Charles VI. of Austria had died in the previous
year, leaving his daughter Maria Theresa,
Queen of Hungary, sole heiress to his
dominions. All the powers of Europe had
guaranteed her succession, but when the
time came, France decided to support her
rival the Elector of Bavaria. England, partly,
no doubt because of her hatred of France,
hastened to send both money and troops to
the aid of the Queen, and the veteran Earl of
Stair was placed in command of the army.
The Buffs embarked in transports on the
Thames in August, 1742 and, after landing
at Ostend, went into quarters in Flanders.
Although England had sent troops to help
tlie Queen of Hungary, and France had sent
some to help the Elector of Bavaria, King
George II. was not yet prepared openly to
make war on France ; and in consequence the
Earl of Stair's plans for opening the campaign
by vigorous action against France were not
approved.
However, in February, 1743, the British
army began its march eastward and, crossing
the Rhine, took up a position on the heights
of Mainz, whence they could command the
junction of the Rhine and the Main. Here
they were joined by Hannoverian and Austrian
Forces. Stair wanted to cross the Main and
engage the French to the south, and on one
occasion he did actually cross. The French,
seeing the strength of his new position, retired
without giving battle, and receiving positive
orders from the King to remain on the north
bank, Stair recrossed the river. On the
19th June, King George himself, with his son,
the Duke of Cumberland, arrived and took
over command of the army, which was
encamped near Aschaffenburg on the north
bank of the river, as he had ordered. Marshal
Noailles, with the French army, lay opposite
and was busy preparing a plan by which he
hoped to annihilate the allied army.
The French plan was to starve the Allies
out of their present position by cutting them
off from their magazines and supplies and
then to attack them while on the move. To
do this the French Marshal blocked the bridge
over the river at Aschaffenburg and placed
a post further up the river to intercept all
supplies from Franconia. This, he felt sure,
would induce King George to take the road

which led down the Main to his magazines at
Hanau. The road is continually within range
of guns from the French side of the river, and
moreover, just near Dettingen, it crosses a
small rivulet. This rivulet runs in a ravine
and the roadbridge across it is the only one
in the neighbourhood. Noailles, therefore,
stationed five batteries of artillery where they
could cover the road and sent his nephew,
LieutenantGeneral the Duke of Grammont,
with 28,000 men to Dettingen to attack the
Allies as they filed across the bridge.
About 4 a.m. on the 27th June, the allied
army was at last on the move, and as soon as
the news reached the French Marshal he sent
the remainder of his force across the river at
Aschaffenburg itself in order to block the allied
line of retreat. About seven o'clock the Allies
reached the village of Klein Ostheim, where
the whole army had to file through by one
single road, and it was here that the French
batteries first opened fire on them. At the
same time news came from in front that
Grammont was near Dettingen formed up in
order of battle, and that an immediate
engagement was inevitable. King George
hastened to form his army also in order, but
unfortunately the baggage had been massed
in the middle of the column and the artillery
was near the end to guard against the attack
that was expected to come from the rear.
For a time there was terrible confusion, made
worse by the French bombardment, but at
last the baggage was sent through in rear of
the cavalry and stowed away under cover of
some trees. The lines were then formed, the
first consisting of British infantry with
Austrian and British cavalry on the right and
one regiment of British cavalry on the left.
In the second line were more British infantry,
with five cavalry regiments on the right. The
Buffs were placed on the right of the infantry
of the second line.
By now it was about noon and Grammont,
tired of waiting, had moved forward beyond
the ravine to take up a fresh position. By
doing this he had entirely ruined Marshal
Noailles's plan and had given the Allies an
opportunity of giving battle with their whole
army formed up. The advance of the Allies
was "slow, owing to the fact that some of the
regiments were kneedeep in mud and
throughout this time the French batteries on
the other bank kept up a steady and
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continuous fire
on them. At length the
French infantry of the guard on Grammont's
right centre advanced to the attack, but, being
met by volley after volley of steady and
accurate fire, shrank back in disorder in rear
of their cavalry. Then came the hardest
fighting of the day, for the French cavalry
pressed heavily on the allied left flank.
The
3rd Dragoons charged gallantly and were
wellnigh annihilated, a trooper, Thomas
Brown by name, gaining immortal fame by
saving their third standard after the other
two had been cut to atoms. After this it was
the turn of the infantry regiments of the left
of the first
line. During this time, more
cavalry regiments were being hurried across
from the allied right to their left flank, and
a feeble French attack was made against the
allied right. Suddenly the French Black
Musketeers, wheeling to the left from their
place in the French line, swept madly between
the two opposing infantries to make a dash
on the Royal Dragoons on the allied right
flank. While the British met this wild charge
in front, the Austrians took it in flank, and
both cavalries pressed on through the
Musketeers and rolled up the line of the French
infantry. The latter took to their heels and
fled, and in a short time the whole of
Grammont's force was routed. The Buffs had
scarcely been engaged and their casualties
amounted only to three men killed and three
wounded.
Throughout the battle the King and the
Duke of Cumberland shewed the utmost
gallantry and complete absence of fear. The
Duke received a severe wound in the leg, while
of the King several anecdotes survive. It is
related that an early burst of firing
so
frightened his horse that it bolted towards the
second line. Here it was stopped by Ensign
Cyrus Trapaud of the Buffs, who, it may be
mentioned, was afterwards Colonel of the
70th Foot or 2nd Battalion The East Surrey
Regiment.1 The King then dismounted and
led the first line on foot, and at one time was
only saved from capture by a detachment of
the 22nd Regiment, who formed round him.
Plucking an oakleaf from the tree under which
he was sheltering, the King gave it to them to
wear as a badge in memory of the occasion,
and the acorn remains their badge to the
present day.2
At another period of the battle, according
to a regimental tradition of the East Surrey
Regiment 1, the King went in person to lead
the 20th and 31st regiments forward and was
pleased by their animation and eagerness.
Misled by the colour of the facings of the
latter regiment the King called out " Bravo
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Buffs." Some of the officers are said to have
replied, " Sir, we are the ThirtyFirst, not the
Old Buffs." Plis Majesty then rejoined,
" Bravo, Young Buffs," and this name, highly
prized for the time and the manner of its being
conferred, has ever since been used with pride
by the regiment. The battle is also notable
for the fact that it is the last one in which
a King of England has led his army in the
field.
The army passed the night near the scene
of battle and on the following day continued
the march to Hanau without any interference
from the remainder of Noailles's army.
In August the Buff's witli the remainder of
the army was employed in several movements
in western Germany, but no general engage
ment took place, and in October the regiment
marched back to Flanders for winter quart >rs.
E.F.H
(1) The Historv of the East Surrey Regiment, Vol. 1.,
1702—1914.
(2) The History of the 22nd Cheshire Regiment,
1689—1849 bv MajorGeneral W. H. Anderson,
C.B. Page 36.

Exchange of Regimental Relics.
Gore Court,
Goudhurst,
Kent.

Dear Mr. Editor,
I was glad to note in your June issue that the
Regimental Museum has now been opened. I have
also noticed that other Regiments are taking the same
course. As an outsider, I hope you will not consider
me intruding if I make a suggestion based on
experience. I have, as I believe you know, been a
collector for many years of regimental items, prompted
largely by the feeling that as far as possible tliey should
be got together and if not perhaps, entirely with the
regiment, that they might at all events be within the
county and in this way I have accumulated a good
number of items of interest to other Regiments.
Probably this is the case with others. As your paper
is exchanged with so many other regiments could you
not initiate some step whereby these surplus items
could be made known and exchanges brought about ?
Such a step might be of considerable advantage to your
Museum and to others.
As an example of my suggestion I enclose you the
M.M. to 10059 L/Cpl. Wood, which I have come across
recently. Also a portion of an old Grenadier Guard's
uniform with pewter buttons. Will you accept these ?
An offer of the latter might conceivably bring you
Wood's other medals in exchange and the Museum
would then have the complete group.
Yours faithfully,
JOHN J. DRUCE.
The Editor, " The Dragon," Canterbury.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
No. VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address.
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The Past and Present Association.
Annual Re-union at Canterbury, August 13th—15th.
Over the weekend the annual reunion of the Past
and Present Association, The Buffs, is taking place
at Canterbury.
Unfortunately the promise of splendid weather,
given by the climatic conditions of Saturday morning
did not fully hold, and play in what was to have been
an all day cricket match between teams representative
of the Buffs Past and Present was interrupted by rain.
The weather was threatening right up to the
advertised time of starting, but the rain, with the
exception of a few brief moments, held off, and allowed
a splendid military display to take place on the Buffs'
Green before a great attendance.
Yesterday morning the annual Buffs Memorial
Service took place at Canterbury Cathedral.
THE MILITARY DISPLAY.
With still a lingering doubt as to whether the
cessation of rain would continue for the next two hours
1 took my seat in the enclosure on the Buffs' Green to
await the commencement of what I had been told
would be the best military tattoo seen in Canterbury
for a long while, writes an " Echo " man.
The band of the Buffs, in their full dress uniform,
the colours heightened by the queer light cast on them
by a row of coloured lights, began to play a lively
military march.
During the number I glanced round. There was
a large crowd, but a very quiet one, as mute as most
crowds are before they cpiite catch the spirit of that
which they are about to see and enjoy.
On a hillock was noticed two tiny points of light
moving about. Cut in the side of that promonotory
is the Dragon, the badge of the Buffs. The moving
lights proved to be men with tapers and before long the
outline of the Dragon emerged from the background of
utter darkness, a Dragon composed of multicoloured,
twinkling lights.
In the meantime, searchlights had been trained on
the enclosure. A roll of drums, and into the fierce,
white light marched the Drums of the 4th Battalion
the Buffs to give us a display of figure marching. Few
would realise that these men were Territorials. The
" Terriers " 1 heard, were taking a bigger part in the
Buffs' Festival this year than ever before.
Few things thrill more than a display of splendid
horsemanship. This was proved when into the arena
there rode men of the lltli Hussars, who were to give
a mounted display.
Those men seemed more at home when mounted
than unmounted. They commenced by mounting
their horses in a manner reminiscent of those men of
the Wild West, so beloved by the film producer. Until
witnessing the display by the lltli Hussars, I had
imagined sueli feats of horsemanship were faked for the
screen, but after seeing men standing, kneeling and
doing all manner of things 011 the backs of prancing
horses I shall never again doubt the prowess of Mr.
Thomas Mix.
Hardly had our applause died when the arena
seemed to teem with firemen.
The first
half of the
fire brigade competition was to be held—and the hose
cart drill.
The Brigades entered were from Wingham,
Faversham, Sturry and Whitstable.
Sturry proved the winners of the first part (and they
eventually secured the cup). They did their hose cart
drill in 32 2/5 sees. I felt sorry for the Whitstable
Brigade, who were placed second in this round. Their
time was given as 35 1/5 sees. But they had been
penalised one second because of a twist in the hose.
But for that one second penalty they would have
beaten Sturry by 1 /5 sec.
Faversham were close on
their heels with 36 sees, dead, and Wingham took
38 4/5 sees.

Later in the evening a huge fire,

burning merrily

011 a nearby hillock, near the illuminated Dragon, was

extinguished bv the Brigades as the second part of the
competition. 'The brass helmets of the firemen
glistened in the light of the fire, but in surrounding
darkness, away from the glare of the fire,
the fire
fighters working were quite invisible, except when here
aiid there a glistening helmet was seen. The water
from the liose made a really pretty sight, especially
when caught in the passing glare of the searchlights.
The fire extinguished, we were told that the Sturry
Brigade had won the cup which was being competed
for,' that Whitstable were placed second, and
Faversham third.
Verv unobtrusively the cup was presented to the
captain" of the Sturry Brigade by the Hon. Lady
LyndenBell.
.1
In the meantime the drums of the 4th Battalion the
Buffs had marched again before 11s and had sounded
a tattoo, and we had had community singing. VVe
sang " Pack up your troubles " led by those red coated
bandsmen of the Depot.
What was perhaps the titbit of the evening was the
physical training display by men of the Depot the
Buffs.
,
Interest in this item never waned, and the applause
was constant. Everybody agreed that this squad of
well trained men embodied all that was best of British
manhood.
Had the rain which had fallen caused the promoters
to dispense with the firework
display which was the
next item 011 the programme ?
Everybody was anxious, and all feared that there
would be 110 fireworks.
The anxiety was misplaced.
We had the fireworks,
and a splendid display it was.
Brocks were responsible, and they did the job well.
The entertainment concluded with band music,
" Good Night," and the always popular " Abide with
Me," and regimental marches by the Band of tlie Butts
preceding the National Anthem.
The Memorial Service.
(By " The Farmer's Boy.")
There must have been over 1,000 people in the Nave
of Canterbury Cathedral yesterday morning for the
annual memorial service for the men of all ranks of the
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) which have fallen 111 the
service of their country.
General Sir A. LyndenBell told me after the service
that this year the 4th Battalion the Buffs (Territorial
was taking a great part in the event. " We are proud
to have them," he said. "They are playing
a tremendous part."
He also praised the splendid Drums of the 4th
Battalion and remarked how well they had performed
at the display 011 the previous evening.
Another thing he said was: "It is a record."
He was referring to the service, then, I think. It
made a profound impression 011 me. Before the service
commenced, with Chopin's Funeral March, which Dr.
Palmer rendered at the Cathedral organ, the Nave was
crowded. The choir and clergy had not arrived an I
I took the opportunity offered to take note of my
surroundings.
Men in civilian clothes were there, wearing medals,
many of these medals being for campaigns which,
I fear, had been long since forgotten.
I hey were
the Old Buffs, and had marched to tlie Cathedral like
the splendid old soldiers they were. I saw three red
coated veterans, and next to them four redcoated
lads. Very young lads they were. The contrast was
pleasing.

Major Foster, Chelsea Pensioners and Old Brigade.

Drums 4th Battalion The Buffs.

Major Jackson, Depot Staff and Recruits.

Lt.-Col. Burns, Officers and 4th Battn. The Buffs.
(J. Sinclair)
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B u f f s , P a s t a n d P r e s e n t — continued.
The 4th Battalion was present, and these territorials
had marched with the regular soldiers behind their
own drums.
I noticed representatives of the Past and Present
Association from all over Fast Kent and was told that
there were 50 men present who had come from London
by car. There were 80 from Ashford, 30 from Hythe,
20 from Folkestone, as well as other representatives of
Buffs, past and present, in every town of Fast Kent.
Many whose names are household words to readers
of The Dragon, the regimental organ of the Buffs, were
there, and I also noticed General .Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell, Lady WellesleyMiller, Colonel Findlay, Brig.Gen.
and Mrs. and Miss McDougall, Major Hickman, Mrs.
Raikes, Colonel and Mrs. Friend, Mr. and Mrs.
Chapman, Captain and Mrs. Stronge, Captain and Mrs.
Webster, tlie Misses Burnside, Colonel Burns, Colonel
and Mrs. Fellowes, Major James, Major E. C. and Mrs.
Norman, Captain and Mrs. Fnright, Captain and Mrs.
Cook, Captain and Mrs. Stone, etc.
I was interrupted in finding
personalities by the
solemn notes of the organ—Chopin's Funeral March
was being played, and I was reminded that this was
not a social gathering, but a memorial service.
This was brought home to a greater degree as the
service proceeded.
The hymn so applicable to a service of this
character and so common to all denominations, without
which no memorial service would be complete, " O God
our help in ages past," we sang with great feeling.
Then, solemnly recited by the Dean (the Very Rev.
G. K. A. Bell, D.D.) came the sentence, so full of hope
to the mourners present—and there were many—
" I am the resurrection and the life,
" was said,
followed by the chanting of Psalm xxiii., " The Lord
is my Shepherd " by the robed choristers.
Major J. V. R. Jackson read the lesson, which was
taken from Revelation vii., 1417 : "These are they
which came out of great tribulation
" the words
were vividly impressive.
Then, at the behest of the Dean, we remembered
" with thanksgiving and with all honour before God and
men," tlie men of all ranks of the Buffs who had fallen.
Tlie address by the Dean came next. It was short,
but very appropriate.
" Today," he said, " once more we meet in
Canterbury Cathedral to make our solemn remembrance
and offer our proud thanksgiving for the men of all
ranks of the Buffs who have laid, down their lives for
their country."
" In the Warriors' Chapel, which will always
be intimately associated with this regiment, rests the
Book of Life with the names of those men of courage
and devotion who died in the great war.
" It is a very beautiful and also a deeply cherished
possession, and we in tlie Cathedral welcome with all
our hearts the custom of tlie daily turning over of a fresh
page in that Book of Life by a picked recruit, for the
men named in that Book we give heartfelt thanks.
We pray for their peace and their reward."
" We pray also for God's help and cheer for those
who live to mourn them here. We also remember all
those who in the field, from the earliest days of your
regimental history until now, have lived and died in
the service of tlieir fellows, their King and their country.
" The great men of the regiment, and those
unknown, as well as those wellknown, speak to us
today and inspirit us. It is meet for us to join our
hearts and minds and our praise with theirs
"
Then followed a period of silence, all standing while
the Dean pronounced a sentence committing the dead
to their Maker's gracious mercy and protection,
followed by a vigorous singing of Rudyard Kipling's
powerful Recessional.
Prayer was offered for those who had passed on,
for we who remain, and for the mourners, concluding
with the Lord's Prayer.
(Rent Evening Echo).

1927 Reunion at Canterbury.
" An Old Buff" writes : " I am no good with my pen, but 1 have
been asked by a great manv Old Buffs to write about the Bast and
Present Meeting on the 13th and Nth of August for the benefit of Old
Buffs who were not present. I wish someone else had had the job,
but I feel I must comply with the urgent request of my comrades.
The Past and Present Cricket Match on Saturday, the 13tli, was
a sad story, ltain came down in sheets about 3 o'clock and rendered
further' play impossible, but Colonel Findlay, who is always ready
to meet any situation that may arise, consulted with Major Jackson
with the result that we had a most delightful all ranks' dance in tlie
gymnasium. It was in every sense an " all ranks' dance" for we all
got most delightfully mixed up. Like others of the old Brigade, I
found mvself, though absolutely ignorant of modern dancing, trying
to " Charleston " with the charming daughter of a former Company
Commander. 1 thoroughly enjoyed it, but I am afraid my partner
could not say the same.
When we came out of the*gymnasium it was still raining hard and
we all felt very sorry for Colonel Findlay because we knew how
tremendously hard lie had worked in order to make the Camp
Fire Concert" a success. I am afraid we all rather felt that this Concert
was going to lie a " washout." But, extraordinary to relate, the ram
Fiend played the game and from 8.30 p.m., for three hours it was
beautifully fine.
Consequently, we had a most delightful Camp Fire
Concert. The Old Buffs discussed amongst themselves the knotty
question as to what was the best item in a splendid programme. Whilst
we all agreed that the programme was absolutely A.1opinions ditfered
as to what was tlie best item. It seemed almost to be a subject for a
prize competition ! ! Wc all agreed that the gymnastics of the lads
from the Depot, the riding of the 11 th Hussars, and the work of the
Fire Brigades could not be beaten, but I think that most of us in our
heart of hearts thought that the best item in the show was the per
formance of our 4th Battalion Drums. I had read in The Dragon
about the 4th Battalion Drums and knowing something about Drums
I was inclined to be sceptical about them. But their work was an
absolute eyeopener to me. Their "stick work" was wonderful aud
how they "moved over the rough «round without losing their dressing
will alwavs be a mystery to me. The old fogies were specially pleased
to see the 4th Battalion taking such a prominent part in our Past and
Present celebrations. We felt very proud to welcome tliem as brother
Buffs and we hope they will continue to attend our Regimental functions
in everincreasing numbers.
I cannot leave the subject of the Camp Fire Concert without
mentioning three things :—
.
(a) The very excellent playing of The Depot Band. 1 heir rendering
of that piece—I think it is called " Alpine Echoes "—with the
cornet playing tlie echo in the distance was extremely effective.
(h) The beautiful display of Brock's fireworks
which pleased grown
ups as well as the kiddies very much. It was a very happy
thought of Colonel Findlay's lo give this Firework Show,
(c) The illumination of The Dragon on the .Stop Butt.
The work of illumination was magnificently thought Out and
executed bv Capt. Howe, who is to be most heartily congratulated
on the results of his efforts. The old Dragon, in its position above
the Camp Fire Concert, seemed most suitably to be presiding over the
proceedings.
Sunday, August 14th was a memorable day. The weather looked
none too good in the morning, but once again we had luck for the rain
did not come on until late in the afternoon. We all paraded on the
wellknown ground in the Depot Barracks where most of us have
started our soldiering careers. It was the biggest muster I personally,
have seen there—so big in fact, that the parade had to be drawn up in
two lines. In the first line on the right were the Chelsea pensioners,
then bovs from the Duke of York's School, next the Old Brigade, then
the 4th Battalion and finally in the second line, the Recruits from the
Depot. It was a splendid show and I only wish all you old Buffs
had been there to see it. General Lynden Bell walked down the rauks
and then we marched off lo the Cathedral headed by The Depot Band
and the Drums of the 4th Battalion. The service was, as usual, a most
impressive one, but the arrangements for it were somewhat different
from those of previous years. As most of you know we have in the
past had the Memorial Service in the Warriors' Chapel—our Chapel as
we like to think it. This year, however, it was anticipated that many
more would attend the service and it was consequently decided to hold
the service in the Nave. This proved to lie a very wise decision for so
great was the attendance that not only was the Nave full, but there
was a queue of people who could not get in extending to Mercery I.ane.
After the service we marched back to Barracks where a most
sumptuous dinner was provided for the old Brigade in the Drill Shed
near the Cavalry Riding School. Nearly 300 of us sat down and it
was a most cheery function during which we were visited by General
Lynden Bell, Colonel Findlay and Major Jackson.
General Lynden Bell wished us all good luck and hoped to see
even more old Buffs present next year. Major James replied in an
eloquent speech and promised that the General's wishes should be
carried out. After dinner we had a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon
renewing old acquaintances and so ended the Buffs' reunion of 1927.
It was the best one we had ever had and in the opinion of us all,
the great success of the meeting was entirely due to Colonel Findlay,
May I beg that, in his modesty, he will he kind enough not to put
the' Editor's blue pencil through any words relating to himself which
are in this hastily written article, for wc old Buffs feel wc owe him a
very great debt which should be placed oil record). Well, I know I've
written too much, but I want to say just one word more, and it is this :
" All you Buffs who were not present at this year's reunion sec that
you are there next year. . You won't be disappointed."
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Round and About.
SUMMER.

Were I writing for a paper whose
reputation stood lower than tlie high
level attained by The Dragon, I might let myself go on
this subject. Although what purpose do imprecations
serve ? Some encouraging expert lias proclaimed that
our weather is going to be worse still (if that is possible)
until 1930. So that's something to go oil with.
*
*
* " *
THE
IN spite of the worst that tlie weather
CRICKET
has done the season now drawing to
SEASON.
an end has not been devoid of interest.
The cry for bowlers is still beard in
tlie land although one or two young men—Clark of
Northamptonshire and Jacques of "Yorkshire—seem
likely to show the way. This, combined with the
striking success (to he read literally if you like) of
Hammond, a batsman, who goes for the howling,
promises well for tlie next clash with Australia.
*
*
*
*
TIIE
There is little doubt that as a form of
TIPWORTH
entertainment
the
tattoo lias
TATTOO.
thoroughly captured the imagination
of the public. When one considers
the time and money spent by people like Rkeinhardt,
the German producer of " tlie Miracle " and other
spectacular shows, one realises that the soldier can
hold his own at staging a really fine display with the
greatest showmen in the world. I did not see the
Tidworth Tattoo, hut I heard it 011 the wireless and
the running commentary provided by the B.B.C. made
it a very real entertainment.
R e c o r d s o f O t h e r R e g i m e n t s . — Continued.
The regiment also provided its quota of tlie gallant
defenders of Lucknow, fifty of the 84th being among
tlie original garrison and the remainder fighting
their
way into the beleagured city with Havelock's
" Ironsides." The flags
which" fly
over British
Government buildings all the world over are hauled
down at sunset each evening; hut there is one
exception to this rule. Tlie Union Jack over tlie
Residency at Lucknow is kept flying by night as well
as by day, in memory of tlie six months' siege
throughout which ' liver aloft 011 the topmost roof
the banner of England flew.'
Twentytwo battalions of The York and Lancaster
Regiment served in the Great War, earning four V.C.'s
and 60 Battle Honours. The Regular battalions of
The Buffs and of The York and Lancaster, served in
close proximity to each other throughout the War
—tlie 1st Buffs and the 1st York and Lancaster in the
28th Division, first 011 the Western Front and after
wards in Greece ; the 2nd Buffs and the 2nd York
and Lancaster were brigaded together in the 16th
Infantry Brigade, 6tli Division, before the War
commenced, and continued to serve together in the
same formation until after the Armistice.
The 1st Battalion York and Lancaster recently
came to Aldershot with the reputation'of being "the
best unit of the British Army of the Rhine for Sports
and Athletics." The 2nd Battalion, now in India,
saw active service in the Mesopotamia Rising of 192C)'.
The regiment's nicknames are ' The Tigers ' and
' The Twin Roses,' both being given in connection with
their badges. The 13tli (Service) Battalion The York
and Lancaster Regiment were known throughout the
31st (' Pals ') Division during the War as " The
Barnsley Dare Devils," a title they lived up to 011
many occasions, hut particularly 011 July 1st, 1916,
the opening day of the ' Big Push ' on the Somme.
R. MAURICE IIILL.

MANUFACTURED I passed through Hyde Park today
PROTESTS.
while the meetings of protest against
the execution of
two convicted
murderers in America were in progress. Fairly large
bodies of police reinforcements were stationed at
various points and the usual crowd of people were
enjoying the brief intervals of sunshine. I am afraid
that tlie organisers of the demonstrations must have
been disappointed. It is a little difficult to get the
average Englishman to rouse himself into a fury over
a case some thousands of miles away, and that a case
which is by 110 means clear to us in this country where
we are accustomed to less leisurely processes of law.
The statement of the American Secretary of State the
other day in reply to a wellintentioned petition from
some humantarian body seemed to meet the case.
In effect he said that the matter was a purely domestic
one and that 110 amount of threats and protests from
foreigners ' could have any effect 011 the judicial
questions involved. It remains to be seen now
whether any definite decision has been taken today.
Internationalism may have many good points, hut as
yet it does not appeal very much to Englishmen.
*
*
*
*
TIIE COLLAPSE The recent alarming collapse of an
IN CoRNliiLL. Insurance building in the city has left
a scene that is very reminiscent of the
devastation in France during tlie war. The deliberate
" housebreaking " of which we have seen so much in
London lately never looked very like damage by shell
and bomb. But in Cornliill tlie contents of some of
the rooms were visible until quite lately.
*

#

*

*

DOMESTIC
I have lately seen a good deal of the
ARCHITECTURE large arena around London where
IN ENGLAND, building has been going 011 during the
last two years and it is a saddening
business. Apart from the "fact that most of the houses
look good for about ten years at the most, the design
of very nearly all is a nightmare. It seems tragic
that there should be 110 aesthetic standard demanded
by those frightening gentlemen, the local councils, or
whatever they call themselves. I mean the pompous
people who pass the plans (alliteratively speaking).
The thousands of " Tudor style " (save the mark !)
Mon sejours and Chez nous which now disfigure fields
we once knew and walked over, are appalling. And
how local builders love roughcast as it is called. After
all, responsible householders don't always want to
strike matches 011 the exterior walls of their homes.
The nightmare that Regent Street now is,
represents the level of taste in building design. There
must be good architects who could do better even for
the local builders.
One final
grouse. It is a pity that building
bungalows with salmon pink roofs made of asbestos
tiles is not made a criminal offence. There are parts
of the Chilterns, lovely country, easily—perhaps too
easily—accessible from London, which have got
asbestositis very badly. We are this year celebrating
the centenary of William Blake's death.
Blake once
wrote a poem in which occur the words " England's
green and pleasant land." It is a mercy that he cannot
see the new " estates " of outer London.

How to get "The Dragon."
J70R those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each mouth, the rates of subscription arc : 
/ rear 86 months
3 months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buff's,
Canterbury.
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The Book of Life.
/

all the traditions which have grown

up out of the war none, perhaps, is more
beautiful than that which is daily fulfilled in
Canterbury Cathedral, when a young recruit
of the Buffs—the East Kent Regiment—goes
at 11 o'clock to the Regimental war memorial
and there turns over one page of the Regi
ment's Book of Life, which is really the Roll of
Honour of its dead.
No fewer than 6,500 names are written in
that book. Included among them are those
of the Canadian Buffs who fell in the war.
The names of the privates come first.
Those of the N.C.O.'s come next, and names
of officers follow. The last names are those
of two Generals.
There is nothing ornate in this ceremony.
No words are spoken. The whole takes but
a minute, yet. it is an event which one who
has witnessed it can never forget.
The recruit is not always the same. He is
selected daily for " good conduct and special
attention to duty," to quote the Army Order,
and Major J. V. R. Jackson, who commands
the Buffs' Depot at Canterbury, told me that
the competition to secure the honour is
immense.
At 10.40 today the selected recruit
paraded alone at the orderly room, where he
was inspected by the Adjutant. He was then
given an officers' silvermounted cane, on the
head of which is engraved " Commanding
Officers' Orderly."
It was his wand of office, and his official
warrant to the Cathedral verger.
On arriving at the Cathedral the recruit
was met by the verger, hat in hand, was led
by him to the Chapel of .St. Michael, commonly
known as the " Warriors' Chapel," where
the memorial is placed.
Here, before the wroughtiron lectern, he
replaced his headdress, faced the Roll and
saluted.
Taking the key of the lectern, he unlocked
it, turned one page of the book, relocked the
lectern, saluted again, and then, again
removing his headdress, marched out of the
Cathedral.
On returning to barracks he restored to
the Adjutant his cane and resumed his
military duties.
His little time of office as " Commanding
Officer's Orderly " was over.
That ceremony, it is hoped, will now be
continued for ever, for it has inspired the
Buffs, and the recruits have transformed
a necessary task into a pious duty.

For the pageturning was necessary. The
Book of Life is of vellum, and Mr. Graily
Hewitt, of Lincoln's Inn, who engraved the
book when it was placed in the lectern,
requested the verger to turn over daily a single
page, so that one page might not be dis
coloured by the light more than any other.
Luckily, Major F. W. Tomlinson, a former
officer of the Buffs, and Major J. V. R. Jackson
were present.
" No," the}' said, " if anyone touches that
book it shall be the men of the regiment whose
comrades' names are written on it."
From such a simple beginning has this
Army tradition grown.
" Already," said Major Jackson to me
today, " has this ceremony borne fruit. It
has inspired our recruits. Their competition
for the honour is amazing. They have indeed
made it a pious duty.
" It is a tradition which we hope will be
fulfilled for ever. There are not many recruits
here now, but while I am here, or while there
is an officer in this depot, the page of the Book
of Life will be turned daily. You see, those
men were our comrades."
(The Star).
*

*

*

*

The Deanery,
Canterbury.
Dear Major Jackson,
I am sure that you will be touched with this letter
from Mrs. Fulcher about her brother, Private Kerry,
whose name appears in the Book of Life. I have sent
her a copy of the printed list of names.
I also gave one to the Press Photographer, who
took the ceremony of turning over the leaf this
morning. Tt is possible that he may make use of it
in connection with the photograph he sends round.
If not, it might be worth your while sending
a paragraph, say, to the Daily Express, intimating
that as a good deal of interest seems to have been
aroused by the ceremony of turning over the leaf,
people may like to know that they can obtain a copy
of the Book for one shilling on application to the Depot.
Yours sincerely,
G. K. A. BFLL.
Dear Sir,
Whilst reading a small space in our Daily Paper, (Daily Express)
1 saw an account of a special Memorial Service, which I should have
loved to heard, of the Buffs, the East Kent Regiment, to which my
dear brother, Pte. George Kerry, belonged. He was reported missing
on the 3rd of May, 1917, after which wc heard 110 more of him.
X thought of him, also of your beautiful Cathedral at eleven o'clock
this morning with your picked Recruit of the Buffs' Regiment reverently
turning over a new page. We loved our brother dearly and trust his
name is there in that "Book of Life," of which he is worthy. Never
a day passes by without our dear Mother mentioning his name, whom
lie left behind. lie was her sole support. She is 82 years of age and
it will comfort her to know that his dear name is in that "Book of Life."
in your beautiful Cathedral. I shall always remember the above at
at Eleven o'clock each morning as it helps to comfort such as us to
know their dear names are ever remembered. I trust you will pardon
me for writing this.
Yours very truly,
(Mrs.) E. FULCHER.
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THE YORK AND LANCASTER REGIMENT.
BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" The Royal Tiger"
(superscribed
' India,'), " Guadaloupe,
1759,"
" Martinique, 1794," " India, 17961819," " Nive,"
" Peninsula,"
" Arabia,"
" New
Zealand,"
" Lucknow," " Tel el Kebir," " Egypt, 1882, 1884,"
" Relief of Ladysmith," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour:—" Ypres, 1915, '17,"
" Somme, 1916, '18," " Messines, 1917, '18,"
" Passchendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," " Lys,"
" Selle,"
" Piave,"
" Macedonia,
191518,"
" Gallipoli, 1915."
*

*

*

*

Among the many new battalions added to the
Army in 1756 was a 2nd Battalion of the 12th Foot,
which was constituted a separate corps two years later
as the 65th Foot.
After serving in various
engagements in the West Indies and in the American
War of Independence, the 65th was given tlie title of
' 2nd Yorkshire North Riding ' in 1782, and held this
title until 1881 when the present designation, 1st
Battalion The York and Lancaster Regiment was
adopted.
At the commencement of the French Revolutionary
War in 1793, authority was given for the raising of
" a regiment of Foot, without levy money, to be
completed within three months." The regiment,
numbered the 84th, was duly raised within the specified
time, being inspected at York on 23rd February, 1794,
and before the close of that year the 84th went abroad
to Holland, embarking later for South Africa, then
a Dutch colony. After being present at the capture
of the Cape of Good Hope and the surrender of the
Dutch Fleet in Saldanha Bay, the 84th (then described
ill Carpenter's unofficial Monthly Army Lists as The
Derbyshire Regiment) proceeded to India.
In 1808 a 2nd Battalion was ordered to be added
to the 84th, this unit being raised at Preston, Lanes.
By an Order dated the 21st of January, 1809, it was
decreed that " the 84th Regiment of Foot shall in
future assume and bear the name of The York and
Lancaster Regiment in addition to its present numerical
title," the name being apparently suggested by the
fact that the l/84th had been raised in the Shire of
Broad Acres and the 2/84th in the County Palatine.
The Badge of the Union (or Tudor) Rose, combining
the White Rose of York and the Red Rose of
Lancaster, and originally adopted as one of the devices
of King Henry VII. to symbolise tlie reunion of the
two factions after the Wars of the Roses, was probably
adopted as a Regimental badge for tlie same reason.

In 1881 the old number was abolished, but the
territorial title was retained, the 84th becoming the
2nd Battalion The York and Lancaster Regiment.
When the replacement of numbers by localised titles
was first announced, the title of " The Hallamshire
Regiment " was proposed for the 65tli and 84th, this
being the old Saxon name of the district around
Sheffield, from which the regiment draws most of its
recruits ; for despite the mention of two counties in
its title, the regiment has belonged to Yorkshire alone
for many years. Thanks to the exertions of Major
G. A. Raikes, a protest was forwarded to the War
Office on behalf of the officers of all battalions of the
regiment, in consequence of which the proposal was
dropped and the old title of the 84th, " The York and
Lancaster " was allowed to be retained in accordance
with the regiment's wishes. The 4th (Territorial)
Battalion The York and Lancaster Regiment, hmv
ever. lias always been popularly known as " The
Hallamsliires," and this is now recognised as their
official title.
The other badge of the regiment—the Royal Tiger—
was granted " in consideration of the distinguished
conduct of tlie 65th Regiment during the period of its
service in India and Arabia," by an Order dated tlie
4th of April, 1823. Between its arrival in India (May
1803) and its reembarkation for England (August,
1822) the 65th Regiment had taken part in innumerable
campaigns against Indian princes and Arab pirates.
Both 65th and 84th helped to capture Mauritius—" the
masterpiece of French colonial policy in the Indian
Ocean. In 1826 the 84th received permission to bear
upon its Colours the word ' India ' in commemmoration
of its services there from 1796 to 1819.
In 1846 the 65tli went to Australia, afterwards
taking part in the Maori Wars, in which they won two
Victoria Crosses, and returning home from New Zealand
in 1867. This spell of 21 years was the longest period
of service in the Antipodes ever done by a Line
regiment.
The 84th played a prominent part in the Indian
Mutiny, winning six V.C.'s, one of whom was elected
by his comrades under Rule 13. A detachment was
at Cawnpore, only one man (Private Murphy) escaping
from the clutches of the murderous Nana Sahib. After
the Mutiny was suppressed. Murphy became the care
taker of tlie Cemetery Garden at Cawnpore, that sacred
spot into which no native of India, be be of high or low
degree, is ever allowed to penetrate ; for there,
surmounted by an imposing memorial, is the well into
which were cast the bodies of the massacred English
women and children.
Continued at foot of column 1, page 698.
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Round and About.
SUMMER.

Were I writing for a paper whose
reputation stood lower than the high
level attained by The Dragon, I might let myself go on
this subject. Although what purpose do imprecations
serve ? Some encouraging expert has proclaimed that
our weather is going to be worse .still (if that is possible)
until 1930. So that's something to go on with.
*
*
*
*
THE
111 spite of the worst that the weather
CRICKET
has done tlie season now drawing to
SEASON.
an end has not been devoid of interest.
The cry for bowlers is still heard in
the land although one or two young men—Clark of
Northamptonshire and Jacques of Yorkshire—seem
likely to show the way. This, combined with the
striking success (to be read literally if you like) of
Hammond, a batsman, who goes "for the bowling,
promises well for the next clash with Australia.
*
*
*
*
TIIE
There is little doubt that as a form of
TIDWORTH
entertainment
the
tattoo has
TATTOO.
thoroughly captured the imagination
of the public. When one considers
the time and money spent by people like Rheinhardt,
the German producer of "the Miracle" and other
spectacular shows, one realises that the soldier can
hold his own at staging a really fine display with the
greatest showmen in the world. I did not see the
Tidworth Tattoo, but I heard it on the wireless and
the running commentary provided by the B.B.C. made
it a very real entertainment.
R e c o r d s o f O t h e r R e g i m e n t s . — Continued.
The regiment also provided its quota of the gallant
defenders of Lucknow, fifty of the 84th being among
the original garrison and the remainder fighting
their
way into the beleagured city with Havelock's
" Ironsides." The flags
which" fly
over British
Government buildings all the world over are hauled
down at sunset each evening ; but there is one
exception to this rule. The Union Jack over the
Residency at Lucknow is kept flying by night as well
as by day, in memory of the six " months' siege
throughout which ' Ever aloft on the topmost roof
the banner of England llew.'
Twentytwo battalions of The York and Lancaster
Regiment served in the Great War. earning four V.C.'s
and (50 Battle Honours. The Regular battalions of
The Buffs and of The York and Lancaster, served in
close proximity to each other throughout the War
—the 1st Buffs and the 1st York and Lancaster in the
28th Division, first on the Western Front and after
wards in Greece ; the 2nd Buffs and the 2nd York
and Lancaster were brigaded together in the 16th
Infantry Brigade, 6tli Division, before the War
commenced, and continued to serve together in the
same formation until after the Armistice.
The 1st Battalion York and Lancaster recently
came to Aldershot with the reputation" of being " the
best unit of the British Army of the Rhine for Sports
and Athletics." The 2nd Battalion, now in India,
saw active service in the Mesopotamia Rising of 1920.
The regiment's nicknames are ' The Tigers ' aud
' The Twin Roses,' both being given in connection with
their badges. The 13th (Service) Battalion The York
and Lancaster Regiment were known throughout the
31st (' Pals ') Division during the War as " The
Barnsley Dare Devils," a title they lived up to on
many occasions, but particularly on July 1st, 1916,
the opening day of the ' Big Push ' on the Soinine.
R. MAURICE HILL.

MANUFACTURED I passed through Hyde Park today
PROTESTS.
while the meetings of protest against
the execution of
two convicted
murderers in America were in progress. Fairly large
bodies of police reinforcements were stationed at
various points and tlie usual crowd of people were
enjoying the brief intervals of sunshine. I am afraid
that the organisers of the demonstrations must have
been disappointed. It is a little difficult to get the
average Englishman to rouse himself into a fury over
a case some thousands of miles away, and that a case
which is by no means clear to us in this country where
we are accustomed to less leisurely processes of law.
The statement of the American Secretary of State the
other day in reply to a wellintentioned petition from
some humantarian body seemed to meet the case.
In effect he said that tlie matter was a purely domestic
One and that no amount of threats and protests from
foreigners ' could have any effect on the judicial
questions involved. It remains to be seen now
whether any definite decision has been taken today.
Internationalism may have many good points, bill as
yet it does not appeal very much to Englishmen.
*
*
*
*
THE COLLAPSE The recent alarming collapse of an
IN CORN HILL. Insurance building in the city has left
a scene that is very reminiscent of the
devastation in France during the war. The deliberate
" housebreaking " of which we have seen so much in
London lately never looked very like damage by shell
and bomb. But in Cornliill the contents of some of
the rooms were visible until quite lately.
*

*

*

*

DOMESTIC
I have lately seen a good deal of the
ARCHITECTURE large arena around London where
IN ENGLAND, building has been going on during the
last two years and it is a saddening
business. Apart from the fact that most of the houses
look good for about ten years at the most, the design
of very nearly all is a nightmare. It seems tragic
that there should be no aesthetic standard demanded
by those frightening gentlemen, the local councils, or
whatever they call themselves. I mean the pompous
people who pass the plans (alliteratively speaking).
The thousands of " Tudor style " (save the mark !)
Mon sejours and Chez nous which now disfigure fields
we once knew and walked over, are appalling. And
how local builders love roughcast as it is called. After
all, responsible householders don't always want to
strike matches on the exterior walls of their homes.
The nightmare that Regent Street now is,
represents the level of taste in building design. There
must be good architects who could do better even for
the local builders.
One final
grouse. It is a pity that building
bungalows with salmon pink roofs made of asbestos
tiles is not made a criminal offence. There are parts
of the Chilterns, lovely country, easily—perhaps too
easily—accessible from London, which have got
asbestositis very badly. We are this year celebrating
the centenary of William Blake's death.
Blake once
wrote a poem in which occur the words " England's
green and pleasant land." It is a mercy that he cannot
see the new " estates " of outer London.

How to get "The Dragon,"
J70 R those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription arc : 
/ vear
6 months 4/. j months
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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The Canterbury Cricket Week.

Lord andfjLady Harris.
By kind permission of "British Illustrations " and "The Taller
riYHE attendance of Jmembers of the Regimental
I
Cricket Week Club was most satisfactory and
the same remark applies to the guests who honoured
the Club with their presence.
Consequent 011 the closing down of the Cavalry
Depot, a larger area was available both for the
enclosure and the luncheon and tea tents, which added
very much to the comfort of all. The catering arrange
ments, as in 1926, were very efficiently carried out
by Mr. Evans of The Ship Hotel, Faversham, the cakes,
etc., for tea, as usual being provided by the Quaint
Cafe, Canterbury.
Amongst the members present we noted :—
Lieut.Colonels A. Atkinson, J. Body, M. Beevor
and E B. Burns, Mr. J. A. Botley, Captain H. H. C.
Baird, MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, Mr. F. C..
Crozier, Major E. Clarke, Major B. S. Collard, Captain
II. L. Creiner, Major D. J . Dean, Captain Hammond
Davies, Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne, Major R. P. S. Elderton,
Colonel H. Findlay, Mr. P. R. H. Fox, Lt.Col. R. S. I.
Friend, Majors F. W. Foster and C. S. Field, Captain
G. F. Hamilton, Major G. T. Hickman, Captain G. R.
Howe, Major H. S. Hardy, Major J. V. R. Jackson,
Lt.Col. L. C. E. Knight, Captain C. R. B. Knight,

Lt.Col. L.'W. Lucas, MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden
Bell, Mr. P. T. LyndenBell, Major G. A. Meakin,
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall, Lt.Col. Munn Mace, Colonel
II. C. Morland, Major K. C. Norman, Brig.General
A. E. Ommanney, Col. R. R. Power, Major A. H.
TyldenPattenson, Mr. T. N. Penlington, Captain
DampierPalmer, Major F. S. Reeves, Mr. A. J. Fearn
sideSpeed, Captains E. Strettell and C. E. Terry,
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and W. Tufnell, Captain C. J.
Wood.
The flowers which were most beautiful and very
much appreciated, were given by Mrs. Chapman, Mrs.
Ronald, Mrs. Vallauce and Mrs. Findlay and the plants
in the enclosure were provided from Barton Court
gardens.
Our thanks are also due to the following ladies who
so kindly arranged the flowers :—
Mrs. Crookenden, Mrs. Findlay, Miss Lart,
Mrs. Penlington, Miss Ronald and Mrs. Vallauce.
Lord and Lady Harris lunched in the Regimental
enclosure one day during the week. We have much
pleasure in reproducing by kind permission of The
Taller, an excellent photograph taken of them on the
ground.
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In addition to the Old Stagers, who were guests of
the Club to luncheon, there were many friends of the
Regiment also present. It is regretted that space
does not permit of the publication of a complete list.
Numerous private luncheon parties were also given
by members of the Club and it was a very happy
gathering of officers, their families and friends.
The attendance of members of the Past and Present
Association on Saturday, July 30th, was disappointing,
but this proved to be due to the record attendance
at the subsequent reunion and Memorial Service from
August 13tli to 16th.
*

*

*

*

FOR 60 ODD YEARS.

Tlie Canterbury Week is the oldest function of the kind in the
country, and The Buffs have been connected with it since its inception.
The Buffs' enclosure has been in practically the same place for the past
"b years and more. The famous tree stands in front of itthe tree
that has been condemned to death many times because it is supposed
to interfere with the view of the cricket. It has been saved bv the
ladies, who say that on hot afternoons it shields their complexions
from the sun. Many distinguished cricketers have done outiicld under
that tree.

A REGIMENTAL FUNCTION.

The Buffs look on the Canterbury Week as a regimental show. In
recent years, thanks to tlie Kent County Cricket Club, they have been
able to have a separate tea tent behind their enclosure, which adds
greatly to the comfort of their guests.
The Evening News.

\ \J E publish the following at the request of Major
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell.
" In spite of the fact that we were nearly drowned
by the downpour of rain on Monday afternoon, August
1st, and that Friday was a blank day owing to the
second match of the week ending at 5.30 p.m. on
Thursday, August 4tli, I think the cricketing public
of Kent were undoubtedly of opinion that the
Canterbury Cricket Week of 1927 was a great success.
From the regimental point of view, tlie week was
certainly the most successful since the war. This is
not only my opinion, hut that of very many of the
members of our Cricket Week Club, who spoke to me
on the subject. All agreed that our Secretary, Harold
Findlay, had excelled himself. The arrangements for
the enclosure and for the tea and luncheon tents were,
if possible, better than last year.
As an example of the forethought of our Secretary,
it may be mentioned that Wednesday, the 3rd of
August, proved to be an exceptionally hot and steamy
day, with the result that the front seats of the enclosure
were found to be uncomfortably warm. On the
following morning we arrived to find that our Secretary
had arranged a large awning over the front part of the
enclosure which enabled everyone to watch the cricket
in the greatest comfort. A special word of thanks is
due to Mrs. Findlay and the ladies who helped her to
arrange the flowers.
The result of their labours was
immensely admired by all our visitors. Mrs. Chapman
of Ileppington once more supplied many of the flowers
and I should like to take this opportunity of offering
her our gratitude for her never failing kindness.
On Wednesday, August 3rd, the Club had the great
pleasure of entertaining the Old Stagers at luncheon
on the Cricket Ground. Thirtyone of them accepted
out invitation and the luncheon was a most cheery
function. Our Secretary was in no way dismayed by
the fact that our guests, owing to unavoidable
circumstances, arrived half an hour late and that the
luncheon party was considerably larger than was
anticipated. Lady Susan Birch was as delightful as
ever and we were all glad to welcome Miss Gracie Leigh
who used to charm us by her dancing in prewar days,
and whose gallant husband, Lionel Mackinder, did so
nobly in tlie war and died a soldier's death.
On Thursday, August the 4th, there was a record
attendance at our tents, which must have even taxed
the organising powers of our Secretary. I have no
official figures, but I should say, with confidence, that
we had no less than 800 guests. The arrangements,
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however, were so good that everything passed off
without a hitch. The G.O.C. of Eastern Command,
General Sir Robert Whigham and his Chief of Staff,
Sir Hugh Elles, lunched at our tent. Sir Robert, like
everyone else, expressed his admiration of the way
in which everything was managed. Incidentally it
may be mentioned that General Whigham said he was
so struck by the success of our Golfing Society that he
was starting a similar Society in the Royal Warwick
shire Regiment, of which lie is Colonel.
The 1st Battalion seemed to have only one
representative, Captain Fox, though doubtless Captain
Wilkins would have been present but for " urgent
private affairs."
The 2nd Battalion was well represented by Colonel
Lucas, Major Field, Captain Hamilton and others, who
looked none the worse for their strenuous time at
Aldershot.
It was very nice to see so many of the 4th Battalion.
Among them were Colonel Edgar Burn, Major Collard
and Major Dean.
There were not so many of the old Brigade as we
should have liked to see. It is true that we had the
joy of seeing General MeDouall and Colonel Power,
both looking very flourishing
and in the best of form.
How difficult it is to think of these two as belonging
to the " Old Brigade " when one sees them so full of
health and vigour and lit for anything !
It was very pleasant to see Major Foster and
Captain Tom Cook, who, as ColourSergeants, have
helped many of us through troublous times.
But where were those old beloved veterans, Cheal
and Bennell ?
Another notable absentee was Colonel Trevor,
for whom many people asked and great regret was
expressed at the rumours that his absence was
connected with the fact that Mrs. Trevor had not been
very well lately. All readers of The Dragon will wish
her a speedy restoration to health. The hope was also
expressed by many that General Whitacre Allen would
be at Canterbury next year. We missed Colonel
J ackson and there were many enquiries after " dear
old Jack." We hope that next year both he and
Colonel Moody will represent " The Military Knights
of Windsor " at the Cricket Week.
Everyone was delighted to see Major and Mrs.
Tylden Pattenson and their charming daughter. Major
Tylden Pattenson brought messages to all from Colonel
Vyvyan, whom we all earnestly hope we may be able
to drag from Cornwall to Canterbury some day.
Among others whom it was a real pleasure to see again
were Mrs. Ronald and Mrs. Hulke, both looking
astonishingly young and well. There was great
rejoicing at the presence of General Ommanney, who
was looking very fit indeed, in spite of the fact that
lie insisted on telling us that he was 78 years of age.
May we all be as hale and hearty if we ever reach that
age.
It was a great week and those who participated in
it are never likely to forget it.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Argyllshire Highlanders' News." " Aldershot Com
mand Sports News." " The Queen's Own Gazette."
" R.A. Service Corps' Gazette." " K.S.I,.I. and Here
fordshire Regimental Journal." " St. George's Gazette."
"The Bugle." "On The March." "Suffolk Regimental
Gazette." " The Green Howard's Gazette." " Royal
Tank Corps' Journal." "The Snapper." "The London
Scottish Regiment Gazette." "British Legion Journal."
" Memories." " The Leopard." " The DieHards."
" The Sapper."
" The Red Hackle.'
" Faugha
Ballagli." " Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."
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Correspondence.
SHANGHAI DEFENCE FORCE,
CHINA.
Dear Sir,
Please excuse the liberty
of these few lines, but as I
had the honour and very good
luck to be at the first meeting
held at the Windsor Castle
Hotel and was looking forward
to the next one, only fate
decreed otherwise.
I was
called up on the 23rd J anuary
011 Section A. for this Batta
alion. I sincerely hope the
old firm
is going strong and
having some pleasant third
Saturday nights. As the say
ing goes, " Roll on that boat "
and return to civvy street and
hope that my job is waiting
for me. At tlie present this
Battalion is at WaiHeiWai,
about 500 miles north of
Shanghai.
We had a very
tedious time there, as one was
Class A " Reservists, The Buffs, 1st Middlesex Regiment.
always subjected to contempt,
" To the Depot with best of Inch to all Officers and Men."
but I am glad to say the Buffs
all Buffs at heart, we let the other people know it, not
in this Battalion tried to copy Pte. Moyce of history,
merely by the spoken word, but by our appearance,
which is something to be proud of. But after all said
on, or off' parade. During the evenings, arguments on
and done it was simply discipline which one can only
different regiments are in full swing and of course tlie
learn from a very fine Regiment. We met three or
Buffs are always to the fore, especially as 1572 needs
four old Buffs in the HongKong Police and they were
some beating.
very glad to see some young Buffs, but were sorry that
one of the Battalions did not come.
We find the Diehards a very happy family and next
Please convey my best to all the Buffs, all ranks,
to our own we could not wish to be in a better or more
and wish them all the very best of luck, but please ask
famous regiment. Posey and Powell are with the
Mr. " Donkey " Warren not to drink all of the wine
Crank Handles and Brooks with the Baud. All three
that cheers. I cannot tell you when we can expect
are still very good on the hockey field and Kimpton
to arrive in England, but you can rest assured that it
now with "A" Company, still performs well in goal.
is my one ambition to be one of the first to be in the
Cpl. Shaw still plays a sterling game at soccer and has
meeting room on the third Saturday of the first month
already made a great impression here. Bdm. Brooks,
that I arrive back in England.
McLean and L/Cpl. Bourne have all shown up well in
Goodbye to all and the very best of everything
the winter game. Cpl. Shaw has played a few games
and success to one of the best clubs in the world, *' Old
of cricket in the battalion and his bowling and useful
Buffs."
innings on each occasion proved a great asset to his
side. ' Pte. Daley had a tour of duty with the Military
I remain,
Yours very obediently,
Foot Police whilst in Shanghai and he made a very able
R. BRUDENF.U..
Red Cap. He is still just as stout as ever and has
almost been marked absent off parade on several
occasions. Ginger Glover is with the band and still
WEIIIAIWEI.
finds it a difficulty to blow the cornet out straight.
Even unto the ends of the earth.
Cox 97 and Cox 93 are performing as company Dhobies
I have been prompted by the little Buff family here
and tliey clean the Khaki Drill (Pukah Teek). Downs
to lay down the rifle for a few moments and take up
is a Regimental Policeman and absolutely gives the
the pen in the endeavour to tell you a little about the
defaulters a dog's life. Hudson, late of the Drums,
old boys, now serving with the Diehards. Little did
and Lofty, arc' Sergeants' Mess waiters. Thompson
we know on both leaving Gibraltar and Portland,
of the Signals is company cook and is doing his best
whether we should meet each other again ; at least,
to kill us with what he calls " Duff." Penuell has
not one of us, I am sure, realized that such a meeting
risen to the rank of Mess Orderly and prefers
would be so soon. We had all settled down to civilian
Faversham, to the environs of WeihaiYi'ei. the
life and had good jobs and few, if not all of us, suffered
rest of the boys are duty men and now that the
a little disappointment in being recalled to the colours
Battalion is together at last, we see each other very
under the circumstances which were prevalent. We
knew through the columns of the press which regi
We have heard that some more old Buffs are with
ments were being made up by Reservists and I believe
the *' Queen's Regiment " at HongKong and we
the same question flashed
through the minds of all
hope to run across them during our travels. May
concerned " Which regiment will it be and shall I meet
I please be allowed to quote the following :—
some of the old boys ?" Our suspense was of
Some are born great ;
very short duration. Thirtyfour Buffs met and were
Some achieve greatness 
posted
to
the
1st
Middlesex
Regiment ; old
Some have greatness thrust upon them.
acquaintances were renewed. The spirit of comrade
As the last line applies to my task, I am sure the
ship and recollections of happy times with the Mother
kind Editor will be lenient with me.
_
,,
Regiment helped greatly to dispel all heartaches.
In conclusion we all wish to be remembered to all
I never learnt until now the proper meaning of
our old comrades and friends, and good luck to the
" EspritdeCorps." Reservists hi the
Middlesex
Buffs.
Regiment number over five hundred and include men
C.W.B.
from about twenty different regiments, and as we are
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SHORT NOTES.
All old Machine Gunners here send their best
regards to Mr. Coates and the oldtimers of the Machine
Gun Platoon, 1st Battalion.
Thompson and Thrumble wish to be remembered
to all the wind disturbers.
Cox and Bradley can still make tea and clean pack
saddlery ! !
Posey .has been made L/Cpl. Machine Gun
instructor, but has not been issued with a horse yet.
Scruff sends his best to Hank and Ticli of "D" and
wishes to be remembered to Oakus and Family and to
all old comrades of the Skin Whallopers.
Pte. Lines congratulates BattleAxe on his recent
marriage, and may they live happy ever afterwards.
Ptes. Robinson, Marshall and Lines wish to be
remembered to tlie old boys, in "II.Q." Wing and hope
to see them on the next King's Review at Aldershot.
C.W.B.
CRUSADERS.
To The Editor. " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Enclosed please find
article 011 The York and
Lancashire Regiment, which I trust you will find
in order. Please accept my apologies if the same is
rather late, but I have been away most of last week—
part of tlie time at. York witnessing the presentation of
Colours to the 1st Battalion West Yorkshires.
I saw a reference in last month's Dragon to some
Crusaders at the Buffs' Depot. May I request you to
be good enough to convey to them the best wishes of
myself as a BrotherCrusader (' W.K.R.,' Black Prince
Conclave, Leeds). Also a hope that I may soon read
of the formation of an ' allBuff ' Conclave of the Order.
With kind regards and best wishes,
19 Nellie View,
I remain,
Richmond Hill,
Yours very sincerely,
Leeds.
R. MAURICE HII,I..
ENOUIRIRS.
Dear Sir,
Having served in the 1st Battalion The Buffs,
I should like to have The Dragon sent each month, as
I have lost trace of all my chum's and I should like to
pick them up again, I suppose you could not enlighten
me as to the whereabouts of 6278686 L/Cpl. W.
Williams ? I believe lie left the Battalion in Gibraltar
last year, getting his discharge 011 compassionate
grounds. His Company was "A." I should be very
much obliged to you if you could let me know
his address if you still have it.
If you will let me know the subscription I have
to pay for The Dragon I will forward it 011.
I beg to remain,
9 Bridge Street,
Yours truly,
Folkestone.
CIIARI.ES F. MOORK.
MKNDINGIIAM.
Dear Sir,
We wepe over in Belgium last week, visiting our
sons' graves and at Mendingham British Cemetery,
near Proven, I found the names enclosed. They are
beautifully kept and planted with flowers ; each row
was red and white roses alternately with other flowers
between the bushes. The first name on the list is in
the row just behind our boy. I am writing this in ease
you care to mention the names in The Dragon, as it
is so nice to know their graves are cared for.
Heppington,
Sincerely yours,
Canterbury.
MAUD CHAPMAN.
The names enclosed are as follows :
G.13284. Private J. Walton, East Kent Regiment,
30th September, 1917. aged 21.
G.1883. L/Cpl. L. F. Denny, 16tli October, 1917.
G.2226. Sergeant A. Plowright, 13th October,
1917.

NIGERIA.
Sir,
I. enclose cheque for 15/, my subscription for The
Dragon for the next twelve months. I have just
retired from the Political Service of Nigeria after 22
years' service there, during the course of which I met
many Buffs. Here are their names : Hasler, one of
the most beloved people in Nigeria : his death was
a real sorrow to all who knew him ; Green, whom
I met at Sokoto, where he was O.C. Troops : I have
not heard of liini since ; Crookenden, who stayed with
me at Zaria during his last tour ; Stronge, with whom
I served in the Cameroons during the late war. I met
General McDouall also, once, in Zungeru, and I believe
he was also in the South African Constabulary, 190205
as I was also. I wonder if an}' of the First Volunteer
Company who served with me with the 2nd Battalion
in the Boer Wat in South Africa under Gosling
remember me. It is interesting to hear that two Buff
officers are now in the W.A.F.F. at Ibadan and Zuru.
Nigeria is a fine country ; one of the few places
left where polo is fairly cheap. The shooting is usually
very hard work if you want to get your heads, though
the bird shooting in some places is excellent. If at
any time I can be of assistance to any Buff who wants
advice as to kit, etc., in Nigeria, I shall be delighted.
Yours sincerely,
E. A. BRACKENBURY,
Late Capt. Reserve of Officers, The Buffs.

18TH LONDON REGIMENT.
Dr. Mr. Editor,
1 was particularly interested to read in the August
number of The Dragon the record of the 18th London
Regiment (London Irish) especially as The Buffs can
claim a special comradeship with the London Irish.
I myself was one of 100 members of the 2ud/4th
Battalion, The Buffs, who reinforced the London
Irish 011 the Somme in September, 1916. We were
present with them at the Battle of Eaucourt l'Abbaye
and I am sorry to say that 011 this occasion our baptism
of fire, we lost many of our original 100. Throughout
the whole of the severe winter of 1916 1917, we served
with them in that Happy Hunting Ground known as
the Ypres Salient, but nevertheless our association
with that excellent London Regiment will always be
remembered as a very happy one. There was one
little incident which will always remain in the memories
of those Buffs who served with the London Irish. On
the night of Easter Saturday to Sunday, 1917, the
London Irish were detailed to carry out a very
extensive Battalion raid 011 the Boche line at Ypres.
Zero hour was fixed for 7.55 p.m. and on taking a last
look round my platoon I found one N.C.O. suffering
with rather a bad dose of that complaint common to
everyone in France, " Windup." Nevertheless, on
the word " GO " that N.C.O. was the first " over the
bags " and above the din caused by the Artillery
Barrage he was heard shouting at the top of his voice
" Come 011 the Buffs." (An excellent example of
" Once a Buff always a Buff "). The N.C.O. referred
to was L/Cpl. Poad of Heme Bay, a member of
a branch of the Poad family who has supplied so many
good men to The Buffs, both Regular and Territorial.
I feel sure that the fact that the London Irish were
known as the " Lucky Irish " must have been in some
measure due to the fact that they were reinforced at
a critical time by Buffs ! ! ! !
I am glad to say that many of the original 100 have
rejoined the 4th Battalion The Buffs since the War
and are still serving with us.
Yours sincerely,
JOHN SHERWOOD, Lieut.,
4th Battalion The Buffs (T.A.).

THE DRAGON
RECORD OF*AN OLD
BUFF.
To The Editor,
" The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Mr. H. Bradford, an
exBuff, whose photo. I
enclose, wonders if his
record would interest
you sufficiently for pub
lication (photo, and
press).
He joined the Buffs
at Canterbury in 1885 ;
served in India with 1st
.Battalion six years ;
left India December,
1892 ;
arrived home
1893, January,
and
became a Postman at
Faversham on leaving
the Regiment.
He was called up
for South African War ;
served two years 154 days in Africa and received two
medals, King's and Queen's.
Joined up again in 1915 for Great War and was
transferred to Royal Defence Corps and served nearly
four years guarding munitions, etc.
Carried on as a Postman until August 6th, 1927,
completing over 34 years in that useful capacity.
Received a massive silver watch upon retiring as
a mark of esteem from the staff of the Faversham
Post Office.
He thus completed fortyone years' service under
government and retired with an unblemished " V.G. "
throughout.
Mr. Bradford is a reader of The Dragon, needless
to say.
Tintagel,
Yours truly,
Ethelbert Road,
A. A. KEI.SEY.
Faversham.
THE MENIN GATE.
Extract from a letter received by Captain Enright :
Nymphsfield,
Weybridge,
Surrey.
'* I had a fairly good time at Ypres ; I mean in
visiting scenes of battles where our Regiment, The
Buffs, fought. I was astonished at the large number
of names of Buffs on the Memorial of the Unknown
Graves. The Buffs' names are on the right hand side
of the Gate leaving Y'pres, or on the left entering Ypres
by the Menin Gate. Of all the sad sights I have seen
as an old Buff who has served in different parts of the
globe, I have never seen anything so sad as the
pilgrimage on Sunday last to the finest Memorial of all
time to those who gave their lives in the Hell of Ypres
and who have no known graves. Years ago, when
serving with the 1st Battalion in the Swat Valley,
when "F" and "G" Companies lost so many men with
fever, I used to think how sad our funeral corteges
used to be, wending their way to the Malakhand Pass
with my comrades, but last Sunday was the saddest
of all, especially to see strong men cry, I amongst them
Enright, believe me, I could not help.
After the ceremony I took our party in charabancs
to St. Jean, where Jerry made his first gas attack,
22nd24th April, 1915. Then on to St. Julien, Tyne
Cot Cemetery, Passchendale, Hill 60, Sanctuary Wood,
Shrapnel Corner, Zillebeke Lake and several other
places too numerous to mention.
A strange thing
happened to me at Hill 60. I was looking at some of
the ruined dugouts when I found a man's identity
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disc, bearing the name of P. Young, No. 1291 3rd \\ .
Lanes. I have written to the O.C. Records of that
Regiment to try and trace this man's relatives as
I presume the poor chap to whom it belonged was
killed ; probably one of the unknown."
Yours sincerely,
G. H. YOUNG.
A SUBSCRIBER.
Dear Sir,
I have much pleasure in once again sending you
a cheque for 15/ as my subscription to The Dragon
for the coming twelvemonths.
To be reminded (if this were needed) once a month
that one is a Buff would be by itself a great pleasure :
when to this is added the interesting news and
information contained in the Regimental journal the
cup is full.
Beauly,
Yours faithfully,
Waltham St. Lawrence,
D. RAEFRASER.
Berks.
REMINISCENCES.
Dear Major Crookenden,
1 thank you sincerely for your prompt response
to mv letter'and the papers sent therewith. Though
it is thirtyfive years since I quitted the Buffs, I have
always followed their fortunes with interest and still
cherish a kindly memory of them.
I enclose a note and ask you to be kind enough to
forward it as my annual subscription. I appreciate
tlie kindly motive which led you to remit the sum, but
being in" comfortable circumstances, would consider
it an imposition to accept the remission.
My memories of The Dragon run back to 1886, when
Colonel John Blakesley (always a courtly gentleman
to the ordinary soldier) resuscitated it in .Singapore
with a resounding, if somewhat turgid, preface,
entitled " Resurgam." I left your battalion for the
I.U.I,, in 1893, returned to England in 1903 and again
to India as a railway mechanic in 1905, finishing up in
1924 at the age of 60, after having had five extensions
and with a comfortable sum in the matter of bonus
and provident fund, my pay having been always high.
Tiring of inaction, after a year's rest, I became manager
of the Railway CoOperative Stores, and like Johnny
Walker (and with his aid) am still going strong.
Probably the only one whose name appears in
these journals, who would remember me would be
General LyndenBell, who was Adjutant when I left.
I have a vivid recollection of his prowess at Rugby,
a game which was introduced by Mr. Eales at
Singapore in 1886. I hear this gentleman is long since
dead : a disconcerting habit which seems increasingly
prevalent amongst my contemporaries. However,
as the Chinaman said, " What can do r
Othei
prominent footballers were Mr. Annesley, a singularly
vocal player, whose language was exceedingly
" frequent and free " ; C. C. Cobbe, also dead. Marshal,
Reece Hilderbrand and a redheaded savage whose
name I forget, but whose outstanding characteristic
was an amibition to kill an opponent.
I see that Clifton, also ail old friend, who
joined about tlie same time as myself, is also dead.
Our general resemblance was very strong and lead to
some awkward incidents at times. Of these perhaps
later.
„ ,,
.. , ,
The last time I met any of the old lot was
at Bareilly in 19171918. I was then on my way up
to Nepal by the narrow gauge, when into my carriage
crowded a party consisting of the R.S.M., an unmistak
able old sweat, and some C.S.M.'s, as unmistakably
territorials and fine young men, too. Remarking that
the best was good enough for them, they settled down
and proceeded to arrange their shooting kit and
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commissariat. The latter put me in mind of the
Palstaffian dietetic arrangements, commented upon
by Prince Hal, for they consisted principally of a small
cask of beer, ready tapped, some cases of the same
liquid, a case of whisky, with suitable sodas and other
words to that effect.
By the way they say the modern soldier buys
peppermints instead of beer. Like the old lady who
saw the giraffe for the first time, " I can't believe it."
After becoming acquainted, a ceremony which did
not take long, for the party proceeded to immediately
restore their tissues, inviting me to join. I remarked :
" You seem alright for drinks. What about grub ?
Are you going to live on what you shoot ?"
" Not half governor. These ruddy recruits couldn't
shoot the cat." (Which I think was a libel, for some
of them talked like sportsmen alright, and struck me
as such). " We've got quite as much as we want in
the way of grub. Where's that ruddy pie, Jim ?"
and after much rummaging Jim triumphantly
produced an enormous pie* about the size of a cheese
plate.
" What's the matter with that ? Come on boys,
let's have another " and another libation was poured
down willing and capable throats.
They dropped out a few stations up the line,
and when on my return I called at the barracks to see
Quartermaster Keeler, I was informed by the mess
caterer that they had had a couple more supplies during
the fortnight they were out (hefty lads !)
1 noted with much regret during the war the death
of Julian Hasler, one of the nicest young Englishmen
I ever met.
I always remembered him by the
following, which is strictly true.
It occurred in Lucknow, where a draft from home
met the battalion, then on its way down to Dum Dum
from Ranikhet and halted for a camp of exercise. J ust
about this time, the Boss Padre induced the G.O.C. to
issue a vitriolic order concerning the evasion of Divine
Service by the troops in general, and our battalion in
particular.
Smarting under this, our C.O., an energetic, testy
and choleric old gentleman, whom some of the ancients
may recognise under the dognomen of Joey, made
himself very nasty, with the result that the next
Sunday saw a most imposing array of glum faced
conscript Christians, who, if they knew little of the
Prayer Book, had already recited a vigorous
Commination service of their own.  Curiously enough,
the officers, except the less sophisticated, had urgent
private affairs to attend to and there were few present
and those mostly the later joined, who were not smart
enough.
Noting the Company of which I was senior sergeant
without an officer, the C.O., who usually despised such
adventitious aids as adjutants or sergeantmajors
when he wanted to do anything, collected a young
officer and planted him 011 us, with the remark :
Here, Sergeant Whatsyername, Mr. Wliatshisuame
will take charge of this Company," and then urged
himself on his sulphurous way, to the next Company,
where as usual, everything was wrong.
Pensively gazing after liim, the young officer
ingenuously, but very audibly remarked
" Isn't lie a B.O.F. ?"
Appalled
at
this
lesemajestic,
I,
though
automatically answering " Yes, sir," dropped the
order book in horror, whilst along the front rank ran
a noise resembling a suppressed feudejoie.
Recovering, I thunderously proclaimed " Silence
in the ranks " and then, shocked at such horrific
sentiments from one so young and apparently
innocent, turned to him and severely remarked :
" You should not say such things on parade sir.
It is a very bad example to the men and may get vou
into serious trouble,"

" Quite right, sergeant," he replied, but lowering
his voice, again inquired, impenitently, " Isn't he ?"
a question I evaded a reply to by flashing a grin and
taking shelter behind the ranks.
Anyhow, the incident so comforted "D" Company
that they endured the Padre's forty minutes' jobation
without dropping a single rifle, usually .a reminder
that they had had enough, and for some considerable
time after, the C.O. had an alternative nickname,
especially after he had just served out an allowance
of C.B.
He was a quaint old soul, who did some most
eccentric things for the welfare of the men, a solicitude
seldom repaid by due gratitude. .Some day I may
tell you the story of his regimental gardens, one which
the S.M. in question, Dapper Jones, related to his
friends with gusto, though inverting the personalities
and making me the demon of the plot.
Very sincerely yours,
C. GREY.
*It may have been Dum Dum, but I think not.
THE BUFFS' MOTOR MASCOT.
Dear Sir,
I am glad to inform our readers that great interest
is being taken in the " Motor Mascot " scheme, and
I have so far received nearly forty names. Both the
Kentish Gazette and Canterbury Press and The Kentish
Express and Ashford News have most kindly printed an
article in their issues of Saturday, 20th August, which
has already brought me in requests by old Buffs to
have their names placed on the list. The list is headed
by General Sir LyndenBell, Major J. V. R. Jackson
and Major H. G. James (late Mayor of Canterbury) etc.
The design is being executed by Messrs. Mappin
and Webb, Ltd., 2 Queen Victoria Street, EC. 4, and
the quotation is as follows :—
For a minimum of 50
... 27/ each nett.
„ 100
... 21/6 „
„ 150
... 201 ,,
This will show the more support this scheme gets,
will not only be helping, but will be bringing down the
price.
Yours truly,
BOBBIE CHILD.
NAVY, ARMY AND AIR FORCE INSTITUTES.
To Captain Enright.
Dear Sir,
You will be pleased to know that I have been fixed
up with the above corporation as nightwatchman,
a responsible, but very comfortable job. Salary
£2 15s. a week plus 1/ a day allowed for subsistence,
(6/) making a total of £3 Is. After six month's sick
pa)' I also get a fortnight's holiday, so I think under
the present circumstances of trade I am very fortunate
in securing such a post. I have to thank both you
and the Buffs' Bureau for the help given to me
in obtaining this job. You may rest assured that
I shall uphold the honour of the Buffs, Past and
Present. Also, if ever an opportunity occurs to render
assistance to those seeking employment, I shall be
delighted to so.
Again thanking you,
42c Fitzneal Street,
Yours most sincerely,
Duncan Road,
A. J. RUDD.
W. 12.
To the Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
I should like, to convey through the medium of
The Dragon my sincere thanks for the most enjoyable
weekend gathering at the Depot we had this year, and
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The

Buffs

Golfing

Society.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUTUMN MEETING.
rPHE Autumn Meeting will be held at
Royal St.
J.
George's, Sandwich, on October 19th and 20th,
the Committee and members of that club having very
kindly offered the courtesy of their green not only on
these two days, but also on the 18th, the day preceding
the meeting, a privilege which is much appreciated.
An entry form will he sent to all members later.
On October the 21st a match will be played v. the
Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, Deal.
COMPETITIONS.
The Competitions will be as follows :—
(a) 1 he Paget Cup for the best score under handicap
over 36 holes, 18 holes to be played on the
morning of each day.
(b) The best gross score over 36 holes.
(c) The best 18 holes under handicap on either day for
those with a handicap of 13 and under. (.Senior
Medal).
(d) Ditto for those with a handicap of 14 and over.
(Junior Medal).
(e) The best last 9 holes in second round of Paget Cup.
(/) 18 holes Bogey Competition under handicap on
the afternoon of the first
day. {Note.—The
Committee will propose at the Annual General
Meeting that the LyndenBell Trophy shall go
to the winner of this event ; see Hon.
Secretary's report later).
(g) Bogey Foursomes, for which partners will be drawn
for, on afternoon of the second day.
There will be optional sweepstakes on events {a),
(/) and (g), entrance fee 2/.
HEADQUARTERS AND ACCOMMODATION.
The Headquarters of the Society will be at The Bell
Inn, Sandwich, where a block of rooms has been
reserved provisionally. In addition, accommodation
will be available at the Depot, Canterbury, for a limited
number. The inclusive terms at the Bell Inn will be
15/6 per day for dinner, bedroom, bath, early morning
tea and breakfast.
ENTRANCE FEE.
There will be no green fee, but to cover the cost of
prizes, printing, postage, gratuities and other incidental
expenses the entrance fee will be 15/ for those staying
at the Bell Inn and 10/ for others.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND DINNER.
The Annual General Meeting, to be followed
by a dinner at which it is hoped as many members as
possible will be present, will take place at the Bell Inn
at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 18th. The cost of
the dinner to those not staying at the Bell Inn will be
5s. 6d.
The Agenda for the Annual General Meeting is as
follows
°
1. The appointment of VicePresident, Captain, and
Hon. Secretary for next year, vide Rule IV. (2).
2. Minutes.
3. Honorary Secretary's report.
(a) LyndenBell Trophy.
(b) Foursomes knockout competition.
(c) Rule VI. relating to the playing off of ties.
(d) Extra competition for nonprize winners.
{e) Spring and Autumn Meetings, 1928.
(/) The following proposals relating to meetings :
(1) That future autumn meetings be held
during a weekend.
(2) That one or other of the annual meetings
be held on a course near London.
{g) Prize Restriction, namely whether the rule
preventing a member from taking more than
one prize at any one of the Society's meetings
shall apply to Challenge Trophies.

{h) Reprint of pamphlet.
(i) Finance.
4. Any other business.
HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT.
1. INTRODUCTION.—As news relating to the Society
has appeared in The Dragon month by mouth during
the past year, this report can well be confined to a few
general paragraphs and comments on the Agenda for
the Annual General Meeting.
2. MEMBERSHIP.—On the 15th August membership
stood at 142, an increase of 17 on the total for last year.
3. MATCHES.—.Since the Autumn meeting of" last
year and up to the 31st August, the Society has played
eleven matches, winning three and losing eight: there
are four matches still to be played.
4. RECORD ALBUM.—The Society is indebted to
Majoi1 F. O. Marchant, M.C., for kindly illustrating the
frontispiece page of the Record Album and for
inscribing at the end of the book the names of all prize
winners up to date.
5. AGENDA FOR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING :—
ITEM (a) THE LYNDEN BELL TROPHY.—The suggestions
received from members as to the conditions of play for
the trophy so kindly presented to the Society by Major
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
have been many and varied. After full consideration,
the Committee recommend :—
That the trophy shall be competed for at both
the Spring and Autumn meetings and be held by
the winner of the 18 holes Bogey Competition."
The Committee's reasons for this recommendation
are :—
(1) It provides for two challenge trophies to be
competed for at each meeting.
(2) Challenge trophies are already available for medal
and match plav, namely the Paget Cup for the
former and the Brinckman Cup for the latter.
ITEM {/>) FOURSOMES KNOCKOUT COMPETITION.—
As the majority of members are not in favour of this
competition, the Committee do not recommend its
adoption.
ITEM { C ) RELATING TO TIES.—Voting is in favour
of ties being played off over 6 or more holes, but it is
doubtful if the question of time will always permit of
such a replay taking place. There are many members
who come to meetings from a distance and to whom
a replay would be most inconvenient, if not impossible,
and who, in consequence, might have to withdraw
from the competition. Also the fact must not be lost
sight of that the same member might tie for both the
Paget Cup and the LyndenBell Trophy, so that two
replays would await him at the close of the meeting and
it is unlikely that time would permit of these taking
place. The Committee recommend, therefore, that
Rule VI. shall stand.
ITEM (d) EXTRA COMPETITION FOR NONPRIZE
WINNERS.—As the majority of members are against
this competition the Committee do not recommend
its adoption.
ITEM (e) SPRING AND AUTUMN MEETINGS, 1928.—
By a narrow margin the voting of members is in favour
of the Spring Meeting being held next year at Prince's,
Sandwich, or as some put it *' in any case at a seaside
course." Littlestone having been suggested, and the
desire for weekend meetings having been expressed,
vide item (/ 1), inquiries have been made with the result
that the Committee and members of Littlestone Golf
Club have very kindly offered their course either for
the weekend April 21/22 or April 28/29 ; the green
fee to be 7/6 to include an extra day prior to the
meeting. In view of the excellence of the course
and of the accommodation available, the Committee
recommend that this generous offer be accepted and
that April 21/22 be the dates chosen.
(Continued on p. 706, 2nd Col.)

708

Northern

Nigeria.

rpo those in search of a little change from ordinary
1
Regimental soldiering, a few tours of service with
the West African Frontier Force in Northern Nigeria
offer many attractions.
Having spent two years there, I can speak from
experience. A more complete change from Aldershot
could not be found. In Nigeria a noncommissioned
officer is a veritable sousofficer, or under officer. Very
frequently he will find himself in command of 100
soldiers and their wives, for each private soldier has
one wife and a sergeantmajor two !
In the absence of his officer on leave, on duty, or
sick, it may fall to the lot of the CompanyColour
Sergeant to'lead the Company in action, to make the
plan for attack, reconnoitres, and give the orders for
the fight
or the march to and from the scene of
operation.
.
In most cases the operation will take the form ot
escort to some Political Officer on taxcollecting or
police duty, to whom the Company will have been
allotted as escort. Then the N.C.O. is supreme and
responsible for the safety of the resident, and for the
mission on which they are engaged.
The British N.C.O. will, in addition, have the
responsibility of training his men, including recruits ;
keeping the musketry returns and paying out the men
and tlieir wives (21 a day) and keeping the pay roll,
etc.
The British noncommissioned officer of the right
sort (as he must be if he conies from the Buffs) is well
received in the small social circle of officials at some
of the outstations in Northern Nigeria.
He will be invited to play polo or tennis and lias
many opportunities of sport in his spare time if he is
fond of shooting or fishing.
The others at the station will be the doctor, political
officers and police officers, besides the Captain and
perhaps Lieutenant of the Company.
At the headquarter stations the N.C.O. s have
their own Mess and very well managed they are. 1 he
pay and allowance on leave are very good.
In Northern Nigeria the life is full of interest. I he
natives are well disposed and clean and for the most
part Mohammedan ; if not, when they join the
W.A.A.F. they nearly always embrace that, faith after
enlistment.
.
As regards climate, I found the sun much less trying
than in India, and the night always cool. In winter
one can wear a British warm coat up to 10 a.m.
The Force is extremely efficient and consisted in
my day of Artillery, Infantry and Mounted Infantry,
but I fear the latter have been disbanded.
The language, Hausa, is easily learned.
I write these few lines on the behalf of any N.C.O. s
who might be inclined to have a tour of duty in the
Colony.

Come to the Annual Dinner.

D

INNERS are of every day occurrence both in and
out of barracks. Sometimes it is mutton stew
with floating
icebergs, followed by spotted dog ; at
other times' a roast with bags of uncooked cabbage
and generally followed by apple pudding—or rice,
covered with a brownish substance known as spice.
Have you ever examined the underside of a barrack
room table after the orderly man has shouted " Seize
'em ?" Do so, and you will probably find a nice piece
of meat secured to the underside of the table with
a fork—the orderly man's supper.
These tilings ' never ' happen at the Annual Dinner
of the Past and Present Association of the Buffs.

I have paid very special attention to this matter. The
last time we all met we had roast chicken—yes, actually
roast chicken, so naturally I looked underneath the
officers' table and found—nothing. I looked on top
of the officers' table and found—chicken. I peeped
under the table of the rank and file
and found
nothing. I looked on top and found—chicken.
Each and all eating and drinking the same.
It is an old saying that one never misses a man until
he has gone : then it suddenly occurs to everyone how
much they loved him. " Poor old Smiffey—yer know
1 reckons 'e was the best blinking bloke that ever slept
in a barrick room." Quite true : it is the same with
the old regiment. We never realise how much we
loved it and the ideals it imparted into our poor selves,
until we come to part. " Dear old Buffs—gawd blimey
Smudger, 'appy days they was : yus, 'appy days
even on jankers !"
We ponder and think about it.
In work and
satisfied, out of work and hard up, it is the same.
" A friend in need is a friend indeed." Your old regi
ment is ' your ' friend. It will help and succour you
in your time of distress ; it will feel proud of you as
the halo of success encircles your head. The Past and
Present Association of the Buffs is your Godmotlier
from the time vou enlist, and if the time ever comes
when you cry " I have done my best and failed " you
will find the" hand of friendship waiting to clasp the
hand of adversity. It will help you when once again
you enter a world of uncertainty—strange and
unknown to you in many ways, and direct you along
the right road.
The small annual subscription to the Association is
such that all can afford. If you never require help,
so much the better, but it is a Godsend to the
mail who does. That man might have given you
many ' woodbines ' when both of you slept in adjoining
cots. You would like to do him a good turn—he is
down and out ; he appeals with confidence that ' you '
—Smudger, Donkey, Spud, Ginger, or whoever you
might be. Let his appeal be not in vain, as it is only
your subscription that can find the money to put him
on his feet.
Next month the Annual Dinner of the Past and
Present Association will take place. It is a time when
a very special appeal is made to every Buff to make
this year's function worthy of the name of the Regi
ment' we had the honour to serve, or are now serving.
We who have finished
our ' soldiering ' days do,
most earnestly, ask serving members to come in force
from Aldershot and Canterbury to meet us—eat with
We are keen to
us—talk with us and drink with us.
know something about the present and feel sure you
are as interested in the past. Before the war over 600
Buffs sat down to an Annual Dinner ; may it be the
same this year.
Love of one's old regiment is greater nowhere than
in the Buffs. Unless that love was real and genuine,
old Buffs would never have taken the time and trouble
to ' dig ' each other out and form branches of the
Association at Ashford and London. We talk about
old times and present times. Our evenings once
a month are full of zeal and comradeship. We climb
round the neck of a new member as a child fondles its
mother.
We are out,
both individually and
collectively to see—with the great assistance always
readily forthcoming from the Executive Committee
at Canterbury, that ' no ' old Buff shall fall by the
wavside and that all shall receive and be given the
opportunity of collective effort in obtaining employ
ment suited to his capabilities. In civilian life there
has sprung up since the war, various organisations
whose sole aim is to ' push ' their own members into
(Continued on p. 709, Jst^Col.)
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The 1st Battalion.
rPO

attempt to write
a bright and breezy
editorial with both the
temperature
and
the
humidity at about 99, is
a task that must have tried
Hercules himself and my
admiration goes out to the
staff of various Indian
contemporaries, who have
to undergo such an ordeal
daily instead of monthly.
Bareilly at the moment
is not a spot that one
would live in for choice, as
we are at that miserable
stage when the Monsoon has hardly made up
his or her mind as to whether he or she has
arrived or not. Thus we are getting sudden
and overwhelming downpours interspersed
with highly unpleasant interludes of " muggy "
heat. Prickly heat and its cures are our main
topic of conversation, though it must not be
thought that we are idle as far as physical
exertions are concerned.
Amongst the officers, golf at present holds
sway. In fact on Sunday next a team of us,
some with handicaps that are flattering in the
extreme, are taking on the rest of Bareilly.
We are indeed lucky to have a course so
conveniently situated and one that recovers
after heavy rain with such commendable
rapidity.
Since last we wrote, a changeover has
taken place and the Machine Gunners are now
at Ranikhet and "D" Company at Chaubattia,
whilst "A," "B" and "C" Companies are in
the Plains. It was with much regret that
most of the first party left Ranikhet and we
hope that the second may have as good a time.
A n n n a l D i n n e r . — Continued.
jobs. To cope with this, we must do tlie same and
at the moment it is being done very successfully, but
at the same time taking care that men most suited for
a particular job are recommended. Whether you live
in the north, south, east or west of the country called
' Home ' it makes no difference. The Past and Present
Association of the Buffs is always at your service to
help and advise you.
To really understand what the Association is and to
be thrilled with, perhaps something you never realised
before in your life—you must attend the Dinner
next month. You will go back to Aldershot or
Canterbury, or to your home in a certain road or street,
be it a back room, cottage or mansion, imbued with the
true spirit of comradeship and admiration never before
experienced and for ever afterwards you will say :—
" Isu't it a Regiment worth fighting for !"

Having such a small number down here
has one advantage ? it gives us a chance such
as we have not had before of holding inter
platoon competitions and thus turning out
a maximum number of men to games. A
most successful football and hockey competi
tion has just concluded, and a fresh one is
about to commence, with a most encouraging
entry of sixteen teams. Such competitions
should prove a most fruitful source for the
discovery of " hidden talent."
This month also marks the inauguration of
the Buffs' Pigeon Club, which is quite a new
departure for us. We have made a start by
purchasing twelve pairs of promising looking
birds and under the able leadership of Corporal
Cox, a most energetic trainer, we hope that it
will prove a success. This fascinating sport
is entered into with great keenness by many
units in India, so there is no reason why, with
sufficient support, it should not prove so with
us.
Since our last contribution, we have heard
of the promotion of Mr. Wilson and Mr. Reid
to the rank of Captain, and to both we offer
our heartiest congratulations.
Our notes this month must end on a note
of sorrow, for in the course of a few days we
have lost Privates S. Brown, C. Smith and
Bones, all of "C" Company, of illnesses of the
Enteric group. The three were soldiers of
the best type and will be sorely missed by
their Company and by the Battalion. To
the relatives and friends of all three we offer
our sincerest sympathies.
Sergeants' Mess.
Owing to being so busy changing our stations, I am
afraid our notes of late have been rather neglected, but
we hope to do better now and provide some news for
our esteemed paper. The changes have been very
frequent of late amongst the members. A good many,
I hear, have had good times with our old friends, the
1st D.C.L.I, at Ranikhet. I might state that the
members of the above Mess are a jolly crowd, and,
headed by R.S.M. Bland, M.C., gave us a very
enjoyable time during our three months stay and
I hope our other members at Ranikhet, during the
second period, will be treated as well as we have been.
There were Whist Drives and Dances held at the Mess
weekly, 011 Saturdays, and our Jazz Band, who, by the
way, have improved wonderfully, functioned in turn
with tlie Band of the 1st D.C.L.l. There was also
a I'arewell Dance to the departing members in the
gymnasium, which was attended by a very large
crowd of Officers and their Ladies and a large crowd
of mess members and civilian friends, and proved a
great success. Needless to say The Buffs figured
in
the admirable arrangements of the Committee, R.S.M.
Bland, in his farewell address, complimenting the
members of the Buffs on the very effective way that
they assisted during their stay at Ranikhet.
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At Bareilly the members have gone " Tenuis Mad."
The idle young have just commenced to learn and
the old crabs have great difficulty in getting near the
court. However, it is very pleasing to see so many
roll up, in fact the court has been worn out through
such vigorous play and in time, no doubt, there will
be a few fit for " Wimbledon." The bar profits have
not increased appreciably, but large '* shandies " are
greatly in evidence during the fast and furious play.
I am pleased that our ladies turn up, they ought to
be for Wimbledon shortly !
A Miniature Rifle Shoot was held on Sunday, the
10th of July. I will not publish the results as they
were too good and if seen by any *' good shots "
110 doubt we should get a challenge. Anyway, Sgt.
Osborne was top score with 46 out of a possible 60,
and two tied for last place with a score of 4.
A series of games has been started in the Mess and
a few of the " cardsharpers " will be getting busy.
The following games are to be played : Crib, Besique,
Euchre, Tennis, Phat. Hearts, Ruinmey, Macaroon (Pokey
Dice). After these exciting games are played I will
send the results in our next notes for The Dragon.
We welcome the following members to the Mess :
L/Sgt. Faulkner, L/Sgt. Perry, L/Sgt. Pliebey (now
Sgt.), L/Sgt. Turner, L/Sgt. Vale, L/Sgt. Thomas and
L/Sgt. Stace. We regret the departure to the Indian
Army Ordnance Corps of L/Sgt. Beer and Sgt. Phebev
to the Auxiliary Forces.
THINGS WIS WANT TO KNOW.
Who blamed the Rifles and Ammunition at
the Spoon Shoot ?
Can " Bill " beat " Tiffin " at Tennis or Moaning ?
Is a certain C.S.M. making any cash of the games ?
Has the Caterer had a " Dog's Life " of the
Messing ? If so, will the " Cribbers " take it on ?
Is " Toby " longing to get back to Ranikhet, and
why ?
What is " Ginger " soup ?
A.T.F.
" C " Company.
During the last mouth we have been experiencing
an Indian Monsoon, which to the majority of us, is
something new. Most of us I am afraid, thought that
when the monsoon arrived it rained continually for
weeks 011 end and then it was finished, but such is not
the case. If anything they remind one of glorified
April showers, with a very nasty and sticky atmosphere
between the showers. Occasionally a terrific downpour
occurs and brings the water well over the ankles, but
for the most part they are short, heavy showers, which
somehow or other brings every kind of reptile and
insect to life, including frogs in their thousands.
Snakes seem to be the password in the Cantonment.
Sgt. and Mrs. Cox were unfortunate enough to have
a 4 ft. 2 in. cobra under their bed on one occasion, but
they managed to kill the beast without any harm
being done. All the same it is not very comforting to
wake up in the morning and find a chum like that.
Our Company Commander (Captain Tuke) has by
this time arrived in Australia. We all hope to be
reading some " Breezy " notes in the near future of his
trip. Everybody in the Company sincerely hopes he
has a jolly good time, but you can leave it to him ; he
will do that alright ! Lieutenant Ross is commanding
11s in the Captain's absence. I think he does it in his
spare time, as normally he is the following : (1) No. 9
Platoon Commander ; (2) Company 2nd in Command ;
(3) Battalion Weapon Training Officer ; (4) O.C.
Attached Section. In his extra spare time he sits for
the Officers' Service Tests for Urdu, looks after the
Adjutant's motor car, horse and dogs (the Adjutant
being home on leave), does Orderly Officer for a week
at a time (and woe betide 11s !) and turns out two and
three nights a week for Hockey. In the remaining
spare time we have heard he swats for his Staff College
Examination.

We congratulate L/Cpl. Bartlett 011 his boxing
success at the P.T. School, Kausauli, and we wish him
the best of luck when he boxes at Mussourie.
These few remaining lines I would give a good deal
not to have to write, but someone has to write them or
we would seem a very ungrateful body of men. During
the last three days we have had two of the Company
die in hospital of enteric fever, namely No. 6282209
Pte. S. Brown and 6282324 Pte. C. Smith. It was a
great shock to 11s all when we heard on parade on the
13th instant that the former had passed away the
previous evening and then within fortyeight hours
came the awful news that Pte. Smith had passed away.
This was an awful blow to everybody and the whole
of "C" Company and I am sure the remainder of the
Battalion, extend their very deepest sympathy to the
mothers and fathers and relations of these two
comrades. They were both very good soldiers in every
way and a very genuine sympathy is felt for the parents
in "their great "loss. They were buried 011 the evenings
of the 13th and 15tli July respectively with full military
honours. Wreaths were sent for both men as follows ;
From each of No. 9, 10, 11 and 12 Platoons, The
Senior N.C.O.'s of the Company, Captain Tuke and
the Officers of the Company, Lieut.Colonel Smith and
Officers of the Battalion. Sergeants' Mess, Corporals'
Mess, Headquarter Wing and "B," Kair Mohamed
(the Contractor), The Hospital Stall, The Padre and
the Regimental Police.
HOCKEY NOTES.
This month the king of Indian games has taken
precedence over all others, the grounds 011 every night
being occupied by Company First or Second Elevens
and Platoon Teams.
No doubt someone has already explained about the
winning of the HotWeather Cup. Well, we were very
clearly reminded of it a few nights ago. Lieut. J. R. P.
Williams, our centrehalf, a very good player sports
man and enthusiast, gave a supper to the first and
second elevens in commemoration of the victory. This
took place in the Recreation Room and was a very good
Show indeed.
Lieut. A. J. D. Rose, our present
Companv Commander, in proposing the toast to the
team, also referred to the 2nd XI. the " UnderDogs '
saying that although they had won only one match,
they ' had shown keenness and sportsmanship which
two" essentials, if continually exploited, must inevitably
lead to success. " Ta Coop " was filled with whiskey
and passed round.
The next toast was given to the Referees. Lieut.
Williams, in proposing the toast, explained what
a difficult job it was, and especially thanked Sgt. Curtis
and T/Cpl. Glazier for the help they had given the
Company during the last two seasons. Unfortunately
the Officers left at the conclusion of this toast, because
Lieut. Rose had to catch a train which was taking lnm
awav for an examination. We take this opportunity
of wishing him every success. His improvement in
Hockev has been very much remarked upon, the
SergeantMajor was the next one to say a few words
and those words were to the point. IIe congratulated
the team of which he is centreforward, adviser, and
holdertogether and also gave a few words of advice to
the Second Eleven. If these words are acted upon.
I am sure that there will be a decided improvement.
I shall not forget those words of his when his platoon
were playing in the second half of the semifinal of the
Platoon 'Cup ; they rang across the pitch : " Keep
your heads !" What an abundance of advice 111 those
three words.
All the platoons have had a try to obtain the
Platoon Hockey Cup. They speak of cupfighters in
the papers, but what about No. 9 Platoon. 1 hey had
to play three times to get their first result, which in
the end turned out to be a win. In their next match
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they drew again, and in the replay again won. They
were unfortunate in their next round, as the team
they played against was of much better quality.
Although they lost, it was a splendid performance.
They have only two Company players in their team,
so we must congratulate them on putting up such
a good show.
No. 11 Platoon got through to the SemiFinal
without playing a game. They met No. 2 Group,
II.O. Wing and lost 5—1. Unfortunately the men
had never played together before and this, as well as
their lack of combination, was responsible for their
downfall.
No. 12 Platoon also tried very hard, and under the
circumstances did very well.
No. 10 Platoon, which includes C.S.M. Williams,
Cps. Ayliffe and Mount, Ptes. Burt, Hover and Elliot
of the Company Team, by dint of hard work and
perseverance, won all their games and the cup. To
give a description of every game would take too much
room, so I will concern myself with the semifinal only.
The semifinal was a fairly evenly contested game
throughout, No. 10 eventually winning by 2—0. The
first goal was the result of a piece of clever stick work
from Ayliffe, who without doubt, is a wonderful asset
to his side.
The final was played on the following night with
No. 2 Group, H.Q. Wing. This was a very fast and
exciting game, resulting in a win for No. 10 Platoon,
3—0. C.S.M. Williams opened the scoring with a well
placed shot and Ayliffe was very unlucky not to get
a second a few minutes later, the ball glancing off the
goalkeeper.
Barden scored the next from a
" Penalty Corner." Elliot got in the circle during the
second half and nearly drove the ball through the net.
We congratulate No. 10. They all played very well
and were not afraid of taking the C.S.M.'s advice and
putting just that extra ounce into it.
The C.S.M. Ayliffe and Elliot played a brilliant
game and did much to keep the team together.
The Company have played one or two friendly
games, the most important being those against the
Cantonment Sporting Club. This team is very good
and won the Paterson Cup last year.
They asked us
to try them out and give them some practice before the
Cup. We did so and on the first occasion beat them
4—1. They had a better team next time, with a really
good forward line. This time we beat them 2—1.
In conclusion I should like to ask if there is any
Company in the First or Second Battalion which has
a record to beat ours, which follows.
Goals.
Played. Won. Lost. Drawn. For. Against.
26
20
3
3
65
13
The Harris Hockey Shield, 1926 27.
Station InterCompany HotWeather Cup, 1927.
The Platoon HotWeather Cup, 1927.
Q.E.D.
(This does not mean " quite easily done," but is
merely the noindeplumc of the humble writer.)
*
#
*
*
Since the above notes were written the Company
has played three more games of Hockey, which resulted
as under :—
"C" v. "B" 2—0; "C" v. "A" 5—0; "C" v. "B"
3—0.
Machine Gun Platoon.
A glance at the calendar has just reminded me of the fact that
I must come into action forthwith for the purpose of composing a few
" Notes " under the above heading, or failing to do so, fall a prey to
tlie ravages of various individuals who would later scan these pages
without reward, and look in vain for the usual literary effort by an
individual with an " acclimatised " nomdeplumc.
'Si Since the last appearance of our notes we have " had a rise"
(putting it mildly) not the kind of rise effected by ambition or dynamite,
but by motor lorry from Kathgodam to Ranikhet where we liave now
installed ourselves for a period of about three months. Leaving
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Bareilly on the night of tlie 10th instant, we inhabited for a few hours
the most luxurious compartments of the local railroad cars, Since
then we hear that quite a few people with exceptionally easy consciences
and abnormal sleeping abilities, spent an hour or so asleep in the train,
Surely the majority were sleeping off tlie effects of a convivial farewell,
or tlie effects of an overdose of " K.M.'s C'lia " !
Arriving at Kathgodam we detrained and enbussed having
previously partaken of breakfast shared with innumeraole friendly
(?) flies. The journey into the hills by ear was a revelation to the
majority of us as we feasted our optics on the passing scenery (which
would need a far more expert pen than mine to describe) and alter
nately shuddered as we gazed over the side of our vehicle down into
the valley below, with only the skill of the driver and a small parapet
keeping us in the land of the living, visions of a swifter trip through
space were occasionally remarkably vivid.
So far we have found tilings in Ranikhet much to our liking,
especially after the heat of the plains. Writing these notes even, is a
"gift" after the former flow of perspiration entailed by the
same process in Bareilly. Here one can also indulge in a strenuous
game of chess or draughts without losing weight or freely perspiring
thereby.
Previous to our departure from Bareilly, our " footer " and hockey
teams utilised the sports fields practically every evening. In the
" fight " for honours in the League Knockout series of games, our First
Eleven, meeting the " Staff and Depts." at football, played a fast and
wellorganised game, but unfortunately lost by I goals to 3 after being
two goals in hand in tlie first ten minutes of the play. A few days
previously our same team beat No. 11 Platoon, "C" Company, 62,
a most decisive win. It was most unfortunate that we lost in the
former game with "S. & D." as that was the semifinal, and our First
Eleven having drawn a bye in the first round, our chances had looked
particularly " rosy."
At First League Hockey we met with small success, our team losing
to No. 14 Platoon, "D" Company by I 0 in the first round, after a fast
and wellcontested game.
Our " Danker " Second XI,, meeting No. 15 Platoon, "D" Company
in the Second League Football, put up a very good show, winning at
the conclusion of the game by the odd goal in seven. We had
experienced no small difficulty in producing teams for both the Footer
and Hockey Leagues from the restricted numbers of this platoon, but
we found much truth in the old proverb, that " Where there's a will,
there's a way."
Our " Dankers" were later dished up with the K.O. by No. 16
Platooon of the above Company, when we lost 2 I after a sharp tussle
for the odd, and decisive goal, scored in the last few minutes from a
corner kick which found the net in spite of our goalie's efforts to get his
mitts at tlie ball and place it out of danger over the distant horizon.
The Platoon at 2nd XI. Hockey met with no little success which
almost equalled our optimistic expectations. Drawing a "bye" in the
First Round wc then came into collision with "D.I5" and succeeded
after a very " sporty " game in beating them I I. Next we met "C.l I"
and again won (with ail extra goal for luck) by 5 1 which landed us in
the Final.
In that event we faced the strongest Platoon team in the League,
No. 10 Platoon, "C" Company. We were optimistic enough to hope
for victory and to go all out for tiiat purpose, but we were up against
a stiff proposition, iosing as the final whistle sounded, by 3 goals to nil,
a mucti more favourable result than many had expected (judging by
the suggestions of tlie onlookers in respect of a " cribbage board.")
Taylor, playing leftback " saved " us on numerous occasions, and is
to be congratulated on the excellent performance lie put up. Well
played, " Durzl."
On the return of the companies to Bareilly from the hills our experts
with the leather turned out in force to meet them in Friendly Matches,
A good game versus "A" Company resulted in a win for the gunners
by 2 0, and later they proved the winners over an Eleven from "B"
Company by 3 goals to nil, both being wellcontested games.
Facilities for a continuance of our exploits between the goal areas
in this locality are somewhat restricted, there being only one ground
available. However, our Platoon team have discovered a loophole
in the " ground allotments " and played one match up to date, that
being versus the Band and Drums of the D.C.L.I Our lads were
wellsupported and played an excellent game, the final whistle leaving
us the winners, our lads " finding the net " six times, and our opponents
failing to get one past our goalie (Cpl. Jarvis) who played an excellent
game, making several pukka "Daily Mirror Saves" at awkward
moments.
Young at RightHalf and Busby at LeftBack arc also worthy of a
compliment on their fine play ; we hope for some more good matches
with equal success in the near future.
Our time here is apparently to be fully employed at Training,
which wc presume, means a considerable amount of " light " exercise
with gun and tripod. The nature and formation of the local portion
of the earth's surface being somewhat erratic, it holds possibilities of an
equally erratic nature, but not enough to cause us undue anxiety
concerning future " contortions' we may perform thereon.
However, we anticipate a good time here on detachment and
Reveille an hour later at least, has proved a most agreeable factor to the
majority of the M.G.P. including the undersigned.
LANCENAIK.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is the member of tiie M.G.P. who stated that he " failed to
differ " ?
And if so, why the argument ?
Who received an unexpected letter from Molly ?
And did he discover the person responsible ?
Who wants another trip to Bareilly City ?
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The Drums.
THE MOUNTAINEERS OF INDIA.

Here we are again, mv lucky lads ! back once more in Bareilly
enjoying life to its fullest extent. Our journey from the Hill Station
was made by motor lorries, bill there was nothing much exciting
excepting that we got a bit damp towards the end of our charabanc
ride. Amongst tlie passengers there was a monkey, the most disgust
in«r creature that you ever did see. It is the property ot "Robbo, our
noted Canterbury Waverley insideout. Well, toffs, that monkey I
was talking about I would not have for a gift : it has not got any
manners whatever, in fact. 1 believe (Rusty* Ginger demonstrated a
long point, short point and jab on"it when it alighted at Kathgodam,
and naturallv it lost its temper. Bv so doing it fled into a safe retreat,
that being into the arms of a D.C.I..1. who promptly imprisoned our
near relation in a disused cellar only to be delivered again to Robbo who
beltl"'suppose

e verybod v knows we have lately turned out a Second
Eleven Football Team and. by gum ' tliey do stick well. We have
plaved five matches  the results have not come through yet.
At present the Deaf and Dumb are again doing ail the work, it being
too hot for the duty man. Wc all admit it is warm down here and
what makes it worse, the Air Force Platoon have gone to the Hills and
there is not sufficient wind now to keep us cool.

POOR BAND.

The abovementioned were obliged to remain in tlie Mills owing to
their having manv invalids. We heard that if they came down to the.
plains they would die off like rats owing to their weak constitution.
Poor, dear Band. All the Drummers tender their deepest sympathy
and sincerely hope that they will soon join us and stiow us how to chase
the leather.
.
I forgot to mention, dear brethren, our noted
PresseamDotn
ends " (Footballers) and the Woolwich Arsenal centrelialf. If you saw
them you would certainly roar with mirth. We played No, 23 Group
and our Jimmv kept goal for us : Tiny Ueverson managed to have a
pot shot at him and, my word, he nearly went for two fried, the ball
smashing through the net and finally landing in the Ram Gonga River,
there to be retrieved by our thoroughbred Airedale pup. It is a strap
ping dog, it is ; it belongs to Tommy and his brother. Two Little
('ir£ur

First Eleven plaved a fine game against the Signals, but owing
to hard luck and perhaps to their getting a bit rusty up in the Hills,
lost 31 after a fast and strenuous game. We did not have much
opportunity of playing many games because the League Matches had
to be played off during our stay there.
..
We will inform you of our progress in the InterPlatoon .Shield next
month. Until then, dear readers, Au revoir !

TEXT.

My Tuesdays are meatless,
Mv Wednesdays are Wlieatless,
I'm getting more eatless each day.
My Home it is Heatless,
My Bed it is Sheetless,
They have sent them to the Y.M.C.A.
The Barrooms are Treatless,
The Char it is Swectless,
Each day 1 grow poorer and wiser.
My Stockings arc Eeetless,
My Shorts they are Seatless,
Mv word ! we all do like India.

Sport has been taken up a good deal since we arrived here. We have
had two good games of football and one of hockey. The best game we
had was versus the Drums who have quite a good team and we had n
hard struggle to beat them. Ted played a great game in goal and Tim
finished an effort with a rasping shot that beat " I key " to a frazzle.
For other results look elsewhere in this column, as I have had to write
these notes in a hurry.
WINGY.

SPORTS RESULTS.
FOOTBALL.

Signals v. Drums
...
...
Signals i>. Odds and Ends ...
2nd Signals v. 2nd Drums ...

HOCKEY.

I literSection Game
Inter section Game

...
...
...

...
...

Won 3—1
Won 2—1
Won 4—2
Score.
1—1

CRICKET.

Sgt. Sharp's Squad won by 46 runs.
SGT. SHARP'S SQUAD.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
Baker, b Gowcn
0 b Govven
Flood, b Smith..
0 b Gowcn
Wilson, c Langdon, b Gowcn .... 4(1 b Gowen
Sgt. Sharp, b King
1 c and b King
Aston, b Smith
7 b Gowen
Kendall, c and b Smith
0 c Batho, 1> Gowen
Harding, bSmith
0 c Mitchell, b Gowen
IIowland, b Smith
1 not out
Dibble, b Gowen
2 lbw, b Gowcn
Honevsett, b Smith
3 b King
Turner, not out
1 c Sgt. Vale, 1) King
Extras
8
Extras
Total

63

Total...

0
14
1
5
21
2
5
0
2
7
1
2
60

SGT. VALE'S SQUAD.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
Smith, b Wilson
2 run out
King, c Howlatid, b Wilson
4 b Baker
Sgt. Vale, 1> Wilson
1 not out
Boorman, lbw, b Wilson
13 e Howland, 1) Baker
Gowen, c Baker, b Wilson
9 b Kendall
Dixon, b Wilson
0 b Kendall
Batho, b Baker
3 b Wilson
Bean, b Wilson
0 b Wilson
Langdon, e Harding, b Wilson.. 0 c Howland, b Kendall
Ratcliffe, b Baker..".
0 1) Kendall
Mitchell, not out
0 b Kendall
Extras
8
Extras
Total

40

Total

4
0
4
2
4
0
2
0
0
19
0
5
37

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What did Winks strangle ?
And was it much trouble ?
Who ran round the ball ?
And where had it " Bean " ?
WYOMING.

THINGS WE SHOULD ALL LIKE TO KNOW.
Whatcher gonucr do abawt it ? Ask Chinum.
Where is Alf's monkey ?
When is Rusty going to the Swimming Baths .
Has Finch's father got a motorbike ?
Can Ginger Buck jump ! (Hill Ponies).
Who are A.O.F.B. in the 2nd Battalion Drums ?
Are shorts degrading ? Please ask Davish.
Does Pug miss the D.C.LL's ? (Here s to my shirt).

REPLY TO THE DRUMS OF THE 2ND BATTALION.
There are but few old Drummers who left you in 1922, All the same
we wish vou all the best of luck and congratulate you on winning the
sixaside Football Match. When are you going to send us out some
more drummers? now I asks yer!
..
Chonkv will soon be with you, our Solo lap, a good fc low, ask Xaltv
about him, he is T.X. We could do with a few of your talented spirits
such as Tim. Battling and Under Fluff.
Now there is not any more for this month, as naturally »c are
behind again with our notes, so brethren, please be at peace until our
next month's notes appear.
McCrackers.
p.S.—The Drummers of the First Battalion wish to be remembered
to our late St Dmr., Sgt.Drm. Norwood, now Sergeant in the 2nd
Battalion. We all wish him and family the very best of luck. Ilurry
up and come out here.
What about some Terringo or Veno ?
CHUMMO

Signal Section.

We have at last arrived back at Bareilly and have settled down and
are at present on Signal training, but the heat is a drawback for outside
""congratulations to Cpl. Vale on obtaining the " third onc" We
also hope to get Reggie back soon and we want to see the flags on Ms
sleeve higher up than when he left for his course.

Orderly Room Staff Notes.

Since our last supply of notes nothing in particular lias happened,
save for the fact that one or two of our members have visited the
Hospital and have been taken in. Of course they were missed, but
mainly on account of tlie extra work it caused by their absence. During
their "absence we have managed to get through with hardly any
complaints at all. (Bravo the Staff). The Adjutant (Capt. Wilkins)
lias gone on leave (lucky man) and we hope he has a good I ime. During
his absence his duties are performed by Lieut. D. C. Coatcs.
" Buster" and " Morgan " have since their discharge from Hospital
been sent to the Hills to improve their health, after which we hope
that they will come back with amended icavs to suit the remainder of
the Staff. One noticeable thing in the office is, that Battalion Orders
are always out fairly early, since their absence. With reference to cats,
we are not sure whether some of our members hate them (Moggies),
as the Twins are always out after one in general, which is supposed to
be owned by " Buster," but we have not seen him feed it very much,
unless it is with that great health tonic, i.e.. Fresh Air. Wc extend our
heartfelt sympathy to " Blower" and " Memories" on their return to
the Staff as runners.

BURNING QUESTIONS.

Who is it that writes letters consisting of 30 to 60 pages ?
Did the Moggie awaken Granite on the morning of the 2nd July ?
Ask him.
Is it likelv lo live if lie catches it fair and square ? (NO).
Is it true"a certain member of the Staff was found weeping, simply
because he did not receive the usual Sunday letter? (Poor Buster),
and did the remainder have a joke over it ? (I shed tears myself).
Who is it that sleeps with a PHONE round his neck ? Is it for
comfort or otherwise ? Ask Rosin.
Did our C/Sgt. find his expert typist ? Was Kavanagh his last
resource ?
And is he built for speed or endurance ? Perhaps both.
Has the Staff taken a great liking to the Game of Baz.ique, and can
it only be played during the hours of 9 a.m. and 12 noon ? Ask Granite
and Rosie.
SOONERBEOUTOFIT.

THE DRAGON

M.G. Platoon at Kathgodam.

No. 1 Picket at Chowpulla, Bareilly.
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THE DRAGON
" A " Company.

Once again our worthy subeditor gives us the tip to get hustling
with the list of agonies which tlie Company lias had to suffer during the
last couple of months.
Well, first of all I think that I had better make mention of the move
from Ranikhet to Bareilly. The first part of the journey is done by
lorries and some excellent thrills can be experienced gratis. Still,
I think that this is partly counteracted by the splendid scenery which
one passes through. The only drawback to this trip is the lack of
room in the lorry and but for this, the ride is well worth experiencing.
Thanks to the excellent packing by the agent of the " Motor Transport
Company," I only had my face trod on once throughout the whole
of the journey, a very creditable piece of work, I should say.
After about five hours travelling we arrived at Kathgodam, a kind
of rest camp for troops travelling to and from the Hill Stations. After
indulging in a rather heavy meal we made tracks to the station and
entrained for Bareilly. This part of the journey of course, had all the
usual comforts which are usually attached to any troop train, and
consequently it was fairly comfortable. Anyway, we arrived at
Bareilly eventually and soon settled down to our previous surround
ings and bungalows which we occupied prior to our move to Ranikhet.
Coming from the Hills we naturally noticed the heat a trifle, but
I am unable to say any more about it being warm because the " old
soldiers " who remained on the Plains (Hodkin, Burns and Co.), tell
mc that the weatiier we are having at present is nowhere near so warm
as thev have had it. (The old yarn).
Nearly everyone in the Company turns out during tlie evening to
indulge in some" kind of sport and it is a real treat to be stationed in a
place which caters for every kind of sport, after being cramped up
like we were at Gibraltar. The swimming conveniences are of course
not so good as in our previous station, but we must not grumble. We
have a fairly respectable swimming bath and it is not every Regiment
that has the luck of having baths of their own.
A couple of our worthy confederates have returned from courses,

again on his recent promotion.
.
These notes would uot be complete without we enquired as to tlie

Well time is getting on and unless I hurry up I shall be rather late
in mounting for'
"
" QUARTER GUARD.

" B " Company.

' Hello ! Hello 1 Hello ! Put me through to the " Dragon
Office," please. Hello! Is that the "Dragon Office" speaking?
" Yes 1 that's me." " This is the same ohl "B" Company, 1st Buffs,
and the same old caller, speaking. I've collected a few more notes.
Are you ready to take them down ? " "Hello! I say, "B Company,
W(,uid you mind hanging on for a minute or so, for t must get a new
writing pad, as I iiad to finish your last notes on a sheet of carbon paper
when mv pad ran out." " Righto! don't be too long.
Bzzz 1 1 1
"Hello!" "Dragon Office" speaking. I'm all ready now.
Good,
I am jolly glad to hear it, for a busy man am I these days, and I cannot
spare too much time. What did you say ? So are you ! You will
be for the next halfanhour or so. Anyway, let us get a move on now
or we shall never finish :—
, _ ,
I have quite a varied assortment of notes this mouth, and I hope
I shall be able to finish them off, ere the time comes for the next batch
to go in
I concluded last month with a few remarks on the Company
at T O R.T. so I am goin^ to commence these with the results of our
Annual Weapon Training Course which started immediately T.O.E.T.
haCl'h"'hCoursc

this year was a completely new one for all of us, the
Battalion being one of tlie Units selected to lire a Proposed New Course.
(Tabic "B" India). Part 1 consisted of 14 Practices, and 1 art 2,
(classification) 6 Practices, tlie Classification Practices being as follows ;
300 yards Slow, without bayonet; 300 yards Slow, with bayonet;
300 yards kneeling or sitting in the open ; 300 yards la rounds rapid
(one minute); 300 yards snapshooting and 500 yards lying in the open.
The II P.S. was 135. Scores ;—Marksman, 85.
1st Class Shots, /0,
2nd Class, 50. The results up to the present have not been too good,
but one must remember that in India one fires under totally different
conditions than at home. To commence with, our programme was
nicely spoiled on the first dav, when it rained hard the whole day long,
and as we had a limited time at our disposal (owing to be due to move
back to Bareilly), the practices had to be made up, bv firing in tlie
evening of the 2nd and 3rd days. Owing to tlie sun being so strong
during the daytime, we had to fire in tlie early morning, and Reveille
was at 4.30 a.m., firing commencing at 6 a.m. The Company finished
with an average of
Congratulations to Cpl. Richardson on getting Company Shot
with a score of 94.
The Iyewis Gunners could not lire at Ranikhet, as there was no tune
left but they have commenced since arriving at Bareilly and up to the
present are doing exceptionally well. They will be finishing the Course
tomorrow, but as these notes have to go in today I shall have to
record their results in next month's notes.

SPORTS.

On tlie 6th July, 1927, we left Ranikhet at 7.30 a.m., to return to
Bareilly arriving there at about 7 p.m. the same evening. Owing to
there being no such a convenience as a Railway any nearer than a place
called Kathgodam, the first part of the journey was carried out in lorries
(a distance of 51 miles). On arrival at Kathgodam, we had a meal
provided in tlie rest camp, and then all were busy doing the
usual fatigues and baggage loading at the station. As is the

usual custom (when a column is on the move), it began raining before
the baggage could be got into the train, and I am sure that quite a few
of the Company had to make shift for bedding until it could be dried
tlie next day. Now that we are down at Bareilly again we find it
uncomfortably warm and will all lie pleased when the winter comes so
that we can cool off a little and prepare for next summer.
On the 18th June, an interDepot Sports Meeting took place at
Dulikhet and the Company representatives wereL/Cpl. Brawn
(High Jump); Pte. Taylor, 91 (880 yards); Pte. Langley (3 mile).
Congratulations to Pte. Langley on winning a silver medal, and also
to tlie others mentioned above who did not get placed. (Better luck,
next time).
On the 15th June we met the Detachment Royal Berks, in a football
match which we won by 4 1, the scorers being C.S.M. Farrow, 2 and
Pte. Savage, 2. Tlie game was fairly even for the first half, but in the
second we had them penned in their own half. Their Goulie played
(Backs) .
,
.
Farrow, Pte. Savage, L/Cpl. Brawn and L/Cpl. Foreman (Forwards).
Since arrival at Bareilly, several matches (Football and Hockey)
have taken place, but I have been too busy with firing L.G. Course and
various other duties to record them this time so will have to send them
through next month.
We are very sorry to lose Sgt. Beer, for he has gone to Ferozeporc
pending transfer to "the Indian Army Ordnance Corps, and I am sure
that he is wished the best of luck by all who knew him in the Battalion
where lie was a wellknown personality.
Before closing these notes I would like you to publish tlie following
Ode to Ranikhet, which I picked up whilst at that station.
F. A.1

RANIKHET.

O'er fifty mile up hill wc tramp,
Before we reach old Ranikhet Camp,
Lined and weary, before us wc see
Hill by hill, and tree by tree,
Till at last a few shacks we reach
Through which the wind at night does screech.
At night we sleep, but not alone,
The Bugs are always on the Phone.
A Relay Race they oftimcs hold,
Pounds of llesh to them I've sold.
Around our Beds they IIideandSeek,
They hold more Nooks than hours a week.
Up and Down all day we cruise,
It fairly fills us with the Blues.
Going down is done with ease,
But coming back leaves us with
Shaky Knees.
Us share of Hills it does possess,
It does'nt do to lie careless.
Lit by night with Dazzling Lamps,
Better I've seen 'moiigst Roadside Tramps.
To live up here is quite a treat
For Pheasants and Chicken we get to eat.
Its glorious Theatres wc all adore,
The Plusliseats we get are oil the Floor.
Hot by day and cold by night.
Its mansions are a glorious sight;
And Turkish Baths we get galore
For cold water is always kept in store.
Its population are full of glee
Their Idol and God is The Rupee.
When once from Ranikhet I do get,
Down on the Plains I'll stop you bet.
For although we get the hot summer's breeze
It's far better than shaking at the knees.
Yon Hill and Dale I envy not,
I'm quite content with my old bedcot.
" D "

Company.

Well, dear readers, since our last notes were sent to press, the
Companv lias been enjoying itself in interPlatoon Football Matches
in which, from the Notes of No. 13 Platoon Scribe, you will see that
the best part of the Company participated.
_
„
The first item on the programme was an interPlatoon Football
Competition. This was nlaved off on the Knockout System during
the month of June. In the first round we were drawn against "C.10
Platoon. This game gave a large number of "C" Coyites a rude
awakening as we beat "C." 10, who were considered their best team ;
anyhow, it included C.S.M. Williams, Cpl. Ayliffe and other Company
notabilities.
„
. .
.
,
THE GAME ;—From tlie centre " Patsy
gamed possession and
nuicklv set his left wing in motion with a welldirected pass to Cabby
Ward" who taking the ball down the touchline, sent in a fine centre.
For about ten minutes our lads bombarded "C.lO's" goal, but alas !
all to no good purpose for tliey had evidently left their Shooting
Boots " behind as thev could not find the net. After a scrimmage m
front of goal " Dolan" sent in a shot which their goalie just managed
to turn round the post for a corner. Ward, taking the corner, dropped
the ball right in the goalmouth and Dolan (licked it into tlie net with
his capable head. From then onwards we were treated to some line
" Kick and Rush." Football which, though not scientific, was at least
exciting in fact so packed with thrills was it, that one prominent
Company critic was heard to remark, that " it was the best game he
had seen in our Company for a long time."

THE

DRAGON

After the ball had been carried from one end of the field to the other
and back, Ayliffe gained possession and tried a solo run through, but
was checked by Clifton, when five yards from goal, who sent the ball
over to our rightwinger, King. He in turn tried a solo run through
and finished better than Ayliffe by putting in a fine centre which was,
however, cleared by "Lofty Mount," "C.10's fullback. During
the following midfield play, C.S.M. Williams had the misfortune to
cut his eye in a collision with Fletcher and so having to leave the field
to get treatment. Halftime whistle blew shortly after this incident.
C.S.M. Williams being unable to resume the battle caused "C.10"
to be two men short, their goalie not taking the field for the second
half for some unknown reason.
Although "C. 10" put up a plucky fight it was only by packing
their goal that they checked the scoring. Fulltime came with us
victors by the odd goal of 5, our scorers being:—Patsv, Dolan, and
Price.
Our Team werePrivates Back, Clifton, Purton, Goddard,
L/Cpls. Stoeker and Fletcher, Privates Ward, Brackley, Dolan, Price
and King.
SECOND ROUND.—NO. 13 Platoon v. "P. 14" Platoon.—On the day
prior to this game, Price, our bril'iant Insideright, whilst over iii
14's Room finding out a few tips, thought fit to flop out for the count.
He was carried to Hospital and detained (worse luck). This stroke of
bad luck proved fatal to us for in trying to find a substitute who could
take Price's place, we found it necessary to move the positions of our
forwards which upset the smooth machinelike motion of our forward
lines. This enabled our old " Rivals " to have the laugh once again,
but I would warn them, in a friendly spirit, not to crow too much
but to spend their spare time practising to enable them to hold their
" Laurels " for 1 can assure them that they will need it against our
full team.
THE GAME.—Play during the first half was fairly even, and had our
goalie remained between the sticks, instead of rushing out, No.
14 Platoon would not have got the two goals lead they did get. We
were treated to some fine duets between Bandy Batstone and Patsy
Stoeker, in which honours were even, both scoring good points.
In the second half the pace told on our team and a series of almost
silly mistakes enabled No. 14 Platoon to add three more goals.
" One tiling our team must remember though is, that a mistake
on one player's part does not call for the rest of the team to argue
and thai grumbling only upsets a player who is probalilv Irving his
best, but is having a bad day."
Our team on this occasion was as follows :—
Privates Back, Clifton, Purton, Goddard, Smissen, Ward, Dolan,
Hills and King, L/Cpls. Fletcher and Stoeker.
The second item on the programme was an interPlatoon Hockey
Competition also played during June on the knockout system, iii
this we were luckier, reaching the semifinal before being knocked out.
liven tlieu we were unfortunate, for the referee we chose ourselves,
let us down by playing a poor game. Bad luck seems to follow us and
does not give us a fair chance, but still we keep smiling, so perhans
Dame Fortune will treat us better next time.
THE GAME.—In Round No. 1 our opponents were "C.I2" Platoon
whom we beat comfortably, the score being 5—0. "C.12" kept us
fairly busy in the first half, but did not give our defence much trouble.
In tiie second half we had all the play and the ball was seldom out of
our opponents' half. Patsy Stacker again proved our mainstay and
had the pleasure of scoring the " Hat Trick." our other scorers being
Price and Clifton.
Our team was as follows
Privates Purton, Smissen, Hills, Baker,
Goddard, Price, Clifton, and Dolan, Lieut. Dewar, L/Cpls. Fletcher and
Stoeker.
2ND ROUND.—13 Platoon v. "C.9" Platoon.—After an hour's plav
including ten minutes extra time, neither side could score. This was
due to our forward line's luck in front of goal for we had the lion's
share of the play, but each time we got into the circle our forwards
either shot straight on to their goalie or else shot wide. As extra time
had been played a replay was decided upon. This lime we were easv
victors by the score of 2 0, Patsy Stoeker scoring both goals.
Our Team was the same as for the first match with the exception of
Price, L/Cpl. Richards taking his place.
THIRD ROUND, SEMIFIN H,. —13 Platoon v. "C.12" Platoon.—I
have already mentioned the chief factor of this game and can only add
that play was very even. In the first few minutes we had almost an
open goal, but their keeper rushed out and laid on the ball. Our
team stopped operations, waiting for the whistle, which did uot
however, sound. "C.I2's" goal came in the last few minutes of the
game, Tubby Elliot hitting the ball and our goalie letting it go through,
thinking Elliot was out of the circle when he hit it. Our team lined
up as follows
Lieut. Dewar, L/Cpl. Fletcher, L/Cpl. Stoeker, L'Cpl.
Richards, Pte. Clifton, Pte. Purton, Pte. Hits, Pte. Smissen, Pte.
Baker, Pte. Dolan, Pte. Goddard.
This will now close the Sporting Notes for this issue.
ANNUAL PREPARATIONS FOR MUSKETRY.—To see all the implements
which our C.S.M.I.M. has had placed outside of the Company Store
room, one would imagine that the whole of the Battalion were going to
start Musketry at once instead of one Company of 158 strong (on
paper). I do not propose to give you any minor details of our Shooting,
but after doing about twelve days, we had to pack up for the hills.
On July 4th, at 8.45 p.m., the bold ship " Don " prepared to sail to
Ranikhet Yrea. The Course being altered X.N.H. we finally dropped
anchor at Chaubattia, which place, some of our past members might
well remember for I found out in the Wood Work " Buffs, 1895."
After a lonesome journey from Bareilly to Kathgodam by train, we
embarked on lorries of the NainiTal Motor Transport Company and
were conveyed by them to Ranikhet where we were ordered to march
tlie remaining four miles to Chaubattia. Having arrived there we
made ourselves happy and contented, like all good Buffs, making the
place clean and tidy. It is funny how the place has to be altered to
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suit the Buffs ; tlie R.E. do not start till we have arrived neither do
the Medical Authorities pass any remarks until we speak of it. Well,
having settled down once again to ordinary parades, etc. and bug
killing, we are now about to start firing our Annual Course. Nos.
13 and 14 Platoons start first whilst Nos. 15 and 16 Platoons are doing
other training. The Course starts on Monday, 18th July, 1927 anil
I will describe tlie course in my next issue.

THINGS PLATOONS WANT TO KNOW.
MUSKETRY.
Who was it told his instructor that you aimed off three feet for a
man trotting at 100 yards ?
Who was the N.C.O. that told the C.S.M. that his field glasses could
see alright ?
IIow did a certain N.C.O. take cover whilst on Weapon Training ?
Did a blade of grass help him ?
What part of the Lewis Gun is called the chucker out ? (Ask Tishv)
HEARD ON MUSKETRY PARADE.
Inslr. to Pte. : " Why do you turn half right before coming into the
Loading Position ? "
Pte. lo 1ns'.r.: " To make a bed for your bolt ? "
A MATTER OF OPINION.
lsf Private: (Discussing Firing)
" Suppose we'll have instructors
at the Firing Point."
nit Pte.: " Yes. Don't know that tliev are any use, though."
Is! Pte. : " Oh 1 They'll come in handy for picking up the empties."
OVERHEARD IN COY. OFFICE.
Coy. Conidr. to Pte. : " Why didn't you attend School at 6.30 a.m. ? "
Pie. to Coy. Comdr. . " My Bearer forgot to call me, Sir."

THINGS WE ALL WANT TO KNOW.

Who was the man who, when his helmet got knocked over the
Khuds. remarked " Stop the Army " ?
Is the latest dhobie article " False Teeth " ? Ask Charlie.
Who gave the order : " In your own time, by the front " on P.T. ?
Is it really prejudice that keeps Crongie from the Boys' 2nd Team,
and who said so ?
How did Lofty Shake manage to hit his head On the Punkhas ?
Was it by standing on his bed, and did it cause him to chuck a chest ?
What do the Platoon think of a certain referee ? Could Bob tell us ?
Are Jack and Cliff training as Dandi Wallahs for Civvy Life ?

ARRIVALS.

We are glad to see Ptes. Morgan and Rowntrcc back from Hospital.
They have had a bad time. Let us hope their tour in the Hills will do
them good.

DEPARTURES.

Lieut. P. R. II. Fox, M.C. has left us for a long leave in the United
Kingdom. We wish him good luck and hope he will bring back some
new songs for the Platoon's Jazz Band.
Should / he Dragon, ever reach our chums in China, we should be
very glad to have a line or two from them, especially Daly, Thompson,
Stafford, Cunningham.
~
"
STOKER.

Navy, Army & Air Force Institute.
We have received a copy of tlie Winter Sports
Catalogue from the above Institution.
This publication seems to us most complete. The
prices compare favourably with other Sports firms
and we understand the quality leaves nothing to be
desired.

Commissions in the Army.
300 Cadetships Open for Competition.
It is officially announced that an examination of
candidates for admission to the Royal Military
Academy, Woolwich, and the Royal Military College,
Sandhurst, with the view of making the Army their
permanent profession, will begin on 15th November
next. There will then be open for competition not
fewer than 305 cadetships—80 for the Royal Artillery,
Royal Engineers and Royal Corps of Signals ; and
225 for the Cavalry, Foot Guards, Infantry, Royal
Tank Corps and Royal Army Service Corps of the
British Sendee and for the Indian Army.
To be eligible to attend the examination for these
cadetships, candidates must have attained the age of
18 and must not have attained the age of 19 oil 1st
January, 1928.
Forms of application will be furnished on written
request addressed to the Secretary, Civil Service
Commission, Burlington Gardens, London, W. 1., and
should be completed and forwarded to the Commission
in time for delivery on or before 28th September. No
form of application received after that date will be
accepted in any circumstances.
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The

2nd

— , — r pH E R F w a s o n c e a c e r t a i n
gentleman who said he could
[do anything if only he was given
time ; he got it and will be doing
it for another four years ! This
shows the folly of estimating results
by anticipatory indications. A
week ago it seemed as though the
SubEditor would only have to clap
his hands for a shower of con
tributions
to
fall
into
the
" Inbasket." Bitter
disappoint
. _
,
inent now reigns in tlie offices for
WE II /WT
^ all the trusted staff have taken their
August outing to the seaside. In
addition, the SubEditor himself is
*
/ J resting, or trying to rest, under
i
rr~5 canvas at Wokingham, some 15
(.^fusKETEER I688j mjies
from
Aldershot. This
combination
of
circumstances,
coupled with the fact that he himself was at Canterbury
during the only events of note in the month, have so
depleted tlie printable words that can be said about
the last thirty days that much time and ink have had
to be expended in producing the above unmitigated
" padding."
The events of the mouth were the Canterbury
Cricket Week, Aldershot Command rifle meeting and
Battalion rifle meeting. The firstnamed
is fully
described elsewhere by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
LyndenBell. The results of the other two are not yet
to hand from our various correspondents. Once more
may I make profuse apologies for this meagre effort.
It is hoped that next month's notes will be so numerous
as to need abridgement and in addition—a special
idea—a Battalion cross word puzzle, with prizes.
N.B. Editor: I personally guarantee the above. Sub. Ed.
On August 30th the' Battalion, as part of the 5th
I.B. passes through the staging camp being erected at
Wokingham (first night) ; thence to Nettlebed (second
night) ; North Weston (third night) and on to
Headington near Oxford, where divisional training will
be carried out until the end of September.
PlELBl.
Cricket.
2ND BN. TILE BUFFS V . BAGSHOT.
On July 28th we journeyed to Bagshot to play
a local eleven raised by General Rome. The match
was played at the ground at the Cricketers' Inn, on the
main Loudon Road, which is now kept by Mr. Horton,
an exSergeant of the 1st Battalion. Play commenced
at 12 noon and stumps were drawn at 6.15. The
weather was rather dull and sharp showers caused
occasional interruptions.
Our opponents batted first on a very dead wicket,
and thanks to the efforts of their first three batsmen,
put together the useful total of 248 for 7 wickets.
W. Laurence completed a very good century and was
still undefeated at the close of the innings.
Against some very steady bowling we fared
indifferently and could only collect 102 ; our chief
scores were" Lieut. King (35) and Bdsm. Nelthorpe (25).
BAGSHOT.
L. Hyde, c Nelthorpe, b Botley
48
D. M. Rome, c King, b Botley
56
W. Lawrence, not out
102
W. Campbell, lbw, b Nelthorpe
8
C. A. Rome, b Nelthorpe
0
D. H. Marshall, c Friend, b Nelthorpe
2
Gen. Rome, b Nelthorpe
3
C. C. Host, c Man, b Botley
4
H. Bennett, not out
4
E. Dowding J
A. O. Gilvie [Did not bat.
. Hill
Extras
21

///7~S\P JL

1

J

J

Total (7 wkts. dec.)

§248

Battalion.
2ND BN. THE BUFFS.
Lt. Nicholson, c Bennett, b Hyde
L/Cpl. Man, c Plyde, b C. A. Rome
Lt. King, b D. M. Rome
Lt. Dare, b Hyde
Sgt. Tutt, c Rome, b Hyde
Mr. Friend, lbw, b C. A'. Rome
Capt. Hamilton, c Dowding, b Plyde
Capt. Webster, c Campbell, b C. A. Rome....
Sgt. Sidwell, b Plyde
Bdsm. Nelthorpe, c Marshall, b D. M. Rome
Lt. Botley, c Gilvie, b D. M. Rome
Pte. Nye, not out
Total

5
5
35
0
1
6
0
11
6
25
2
3
102

2ND BN. THE BUFFS V. 2ND BN. ROYAL TANK CORPS.
Played on the Officers' Club Ground on August
2nd, resulting in a win for us by 18 runs.
2ND BN. THE BUFFS.
Lt. Nicholson, c Eden, b Davies
Boy Rayment, c Williams, b Shearan
Capt. Webster, b Shearan
Capt. Morgan, b Shearan
Lt. Parry, b Shearan
Mr. Hanley, c Williams, b Shearan
Cpl. Saunders, c Geuochis, b Weber
Cpl. Farrell, c Owen, b Weber
Cpl. Riley, lbw, b Weber
Pte. F. Hudson, c and b Shearan
Pte. C. Hudson, not out
Extras
Total

08

2ND BN. ROVAI, TANK CORPS.
Capt. Weber, c Farrell, b Nicholson
Iff. Geuochis, c C. Hudson, b Hanley
Howard, c Hanley, b Nicholson
Iioiie, lbw, b Hanley
Good, c Parry, b Hanley
Shearan, c Rayment, b Hanley
Eden, c Morgan, b Nicholson
Davies, c Saunders, b Nicholson
Williams, c Rayment, b Hanley
Parry, b Nicholson
Owen, not out
Extras
Total
2ND BN. TIIE BUFFS

18
14
19
2
34
1
2
0
2
0
0
3

20
11
13
3
'1
5
0
9
3
4
3
1

83
V.

3RD BN. COLDSTREAM GUARDS.

Played on the Officers' Club Ground on August
5th, resulting in a win for the Coldstream Guards by
9 wickets.
2ND BN. TIIE BUFFS.
Lt. Nicholson, b Pointon
13
Boy Rayment, b White
3
Capt. Hamilton, b Pointon
3
Capt. Webster, b White
22
Lt. Parry, b Pointon
3
Capt. Morgan, b Pointon
20
L/Cpl. Man, b White
13
Cpl. Saunders, c Gibson, b White
3
Cpl. Farrell, b Pointon
3
Pte. C. Hudson, b White
3
Pte. F. Hudson, not out
1
11
Extras
Total

86

THE DRAGON
3RD BN. COLDSTREAM GUARDS.
Capt. .Sir G. Palmer, st Morgan, b Rayment.
L/Cpl. Gibson, lbw, b Hamilton
Dmr, White, c Rayment, b Mann
L/Cpl. Wagget, c Saunders, b Rayment
Sgt. Taylor, b Rayment
A. J. Holt, st Morgan, b Rayment
R. B. Pembroke, st Morgan, b Rayment
D. M. Buckland, not out
Cpl. Noble, not out
Extras
Total (7 wkts.)
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Machine Gun Platoon.

60
0
56
17
14
3
0
15
20
6
191

The dear old bean having proceeded on leave, someone lias got to
do the notes. I am afraid these will have to be short and sweet.
Nothing of importance has happened just lately as everyone has had
their leave, or are else still enjoying it. I am sorry to say the News
of the. World road race mentioned last mouth was a fiasco.
Lt. Bruce
had the entry forms, etc., in his possession when lie met with his accident
and of course tlie tiling had to be scratched. As a spectator of the race,
I think we would have won easily : there were only five teams in it
and there were three prizes. Tlie winning team's time for first man was
44 minutes. At present everyone is busy doing route marches and
helping to push the youngsters and casuals through their firing : there
are rumours of an R.S.M.'s parade too. We are glad to see L/Cpls.
Bentley and Wilson back from Catterick They will be able to revise
their knowledge of Company Orderly Corporal soon. Not being used
to this job I am going to pack up
the Old Bean won't be away for
long, thank goodness. \Yre arc looking forward to the football season
and hope to carry on the same as last year.

THINGS YVE WANT TO KNOYV.

R.G.O.
Sergeants' Mess.
Once more we come to life and record our doings.
For some time we have been quiet and have had no
excitement worth recording, but during the month
of July we have shaken ourselves a bit.
After our periods of training at Old Dean Common
we felt very happy to be back in barracks and are now
waiting for Divisional Training, which takes place in
September, commencing with a march from Aldershot
to Headington. This march will take approximately
four days.
During July we have had a couple of days on the
Range and carried out four spoon shoots. The first
was held on Wednesday, 20th July, on No. 1 Range,
Ash, the winners of the Silver Spoon being Sergeant
Petley and Sergeant Blackmail, while the " Wooden
'un " was carefully returned to barracks by our Master
Tailor, Mr. Jimmy Hamer. We should have fired for
all four spoons on this occasion, but the Norfolk
Regiment had been allotted the Range from 4.30 p.m.
so we had to " push off." Our next effort was on
Saturday, 23rd instant. This time the Silver ones were
awarded to Sgt. Blackmail and L/Sgt. Field and the
" Wooden 'un " was handed over to Sergeant
Mac Walter. Mac says this is the first time in his
service that his name has appeared in such a place of
honour, but as he adds, it keeps his name in the Mess
for a good number of years to come.
There have been a few alterations in the Mess;
C.Q.M.S. Bridgeland and C.Q.M.S. Austen having been
discharged to pension. We wish them all luck in
civilian life. We have heard that the former has
secured employment with Lieut.Col. R. E. Power,
D.S.O., who has lately gone to civilian life after
completing his tenure of command of the 1st Battalion.
We have also lost C.Q.M.S. Taylor, who has gone to
the Regimental Depot in place of George Coaster, on
his promotion to Warrant Officer. In place of these
losses we welcome Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M., from the Depot.
We extend our hearty congratulations to Sgt.
MacWalter on his promotion to Company Quarter
masterSergeant and by the time these notes are
published we shall be wishing him the best of luck on
his promotion to Warrant Officer, Class II. We also
congratulate Sergeants Ross and Ongley on their
promotion to C.Q.M.S. It will not be very long before
a few more promotions are going. Another loss to
the Mess is C.S.M. Jones, whom we did not see much of.
He arrived from the Vocational centre and was away
for his discharge before he could look round. We shall
soon be losing Sgt. Bigg, as he goes away for his pension
early in September.
There is no more news just now, so I will once again
sign myself
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

YVhen is Isaak
going to pension his Almond Rocks off ?
What is Tinkle's joan like ? Gor Blimey.
YY'ho is tlie barge boy of No. 3 section ? Ask Hobbs !!!
Did Wood like his mixed bathing whilst on leave ?
Do the M.G.'s like Girl Guides ?
YVhen is Joe getting married and is she a 2/Lieut. ?
Has a certain N.C.O. got his supply of A.F. 295's ?
YVlio is Sylvia ? Ask Garsteing. And is she sweet ?
EX ARC.

The Signallers.

We are Here because we are here (in barracks) much against every
one's will who went on first leave party and returned last Monday.
Oil ! 1 wish I was in Civvy Street, is aU one could hear for the first
two or three days after their return. Seeing tliey have been back a
week now, they are growing out of that discontented mood and are
settling down to the ordinary daily routine which they need do, as we
arc going on Divisional Training in about a fortnight's time and tliev
need to get their hand in a bit before that comes off : otherwise I am
afraid tliey will not survive the month under canvas. It seem
as though everyone had a most enjoyable time whilst on leave and
rather regretted having to come back to earth (Aldershot). 1 do not
know what tliey will be like when they return off their annual leave,
but we must not talk about that yet as" there is some more work to do.
L/Cpls. Bentley and Wilson have just returned from their course
at Catterick and we all hope that they have passed their Final Exams,
and so become fullblown A.l.'s. Good Luck to them. Our Signal
Sergeant is at present enjoying his ten days' leave, gardening, we think.
We do not know if he is doing " Night Opps." to prevent tlie rats from
eating his " Peas and Beans," but we hope it keeps fine for him. Our
two Cycle Experts are decorating tlie Cruisers ready for Divisional
Training and tliey actually do one per day (perhaps) so they work very
hard and I am sure they will require a good rest after tliev are all com
pleted, so we are going to collect silver paper to get a bed for them.
YIBO
TinNGS YVE WANT TO KNOYV.
Has Spotty lost any of his freckles since lie has been in tlie Hot
Country ?
Does he still count them ? If so, Why ?

Regimental Employed.
Dear Mr. Editor,
I trust you will lie able to find a little corner to squeeze in these few
notes for the R.E.'s. There are not many, owing to leave and great
scarcity of news.
This is tlie month of August, yes I know, there is no need to say
" tips," and in Aldershot y'know, August denotes LEAVE, and leave
denotes a little rest from the activities of strenuous training. YVe have
been at it since March, and have hopes of finishing by October.
YYre proceed to Headington at the end of the month, for Divisional
Training, lasting roughly a month, so if notes from the R.E.'s are not
forthcoming please put it down to the exigencies, etc., of their being
" somewhere in Oxfordshire." Still, that is sometimes ahead, so
" sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."
Strange faces are appearing on parade lately, owing to tlie Brigade
Order, re everyone going on Manoeuvres, having to do at least three
route marches' beforehand. We actually had the pleasure of seeing
" Crush " Thomas, Taffy Williams, " Jerry," " Hambone," oh ye gods,
and last, but not least, the Orderly Room Staff were unable to scrounge
as per. The Q.M. Stores Staff are living up to their reputation ; we
have not seen them out yet, but live in hopes of seeing them there one
fine day.
YVe'came back from leave greatly " refreshed " and caught a nice
little " country stroll" the day after, and somewhat sad to relate,
the lads were not at all pleased at the prospect. What is it
that happens on leave that makes one doubtful of the ability of the legs
to stand the strain of a little route march on return from said leave.
Can anv one kindly enlighten us ? No doubt tlie legs get set in a
certain "groove, i.e.,"well bent owing to so much cinema going and 'bus
riding. We know several of the lads go " riding " when on leave,
they have told us so, and no doubt they cannot afford taxis, so " busses"
must be the mode.
Still, we have " gotten " over it, and have once again settled down
to it, and are looking forward to that month in Oxford with great joy.
Oil yes.
Congratulations to Pte. Hanson on attaining tlie first step up tiie
long, long ladder. YVlio is the next ?
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We have got Taffy Williams back at duty for a fortnight, whilst
his Officer is on leave. He sure does not enjoy the early rising, still,
a fortnight is not long after all.
"Lyddite" lias been jilted by his Annie, and " Buffer " lias been
giving lots of advice, how happy lie should be at having missed it,
but by the way, " Lyddite" carries on tlie advice is not taken in the
spirit it is meant. Still, cheer up, " Lyd," there are two million buck
slice ones in England, so you still stand a chance.
" Swindle " has been in communication witli an Electrical Institute,
re bodybuilding belts, so 110 doubt we shall be soon seeing him radiat
ing shocks and good health in all directions, vide wellknown advert.
It only costs forty quid, cheap at tlie price, but the worst of it is they do
not take instalments.
The R.E.'s had a terrible shock recently ; " Ephraim " appearing
in a suit of WHITE canvas caused it, but they have managed to survive,
and will lie prepared for the next one when it happens next year.
We have no need to patronise any concerts, the R.E.'s provide
their own. They have a gramophone, a ukclelc, a banjo, banjolele,
paper ami combs, and some welltrained voices, " Hambone's for
instance, so when that little lot gets going, well, then they wonder win
boys leave home, i.e., desert. Ain't it enough to make 'em.
" Buddha " and " Treacle" have been making the Banjos and are
open to receive orders for same. They arc good at the price, and will
play some tunes at least. Like all Banjos you just " pluck
the
strings (am I right) and yell at the top of your voice to drown tiie noise,
so why have a good Banjo.
Until next time, perhaps October, if tlie powers that be are good;
and we get time to write 011 Training.
" ECAUH.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Where does a certain L/Cpl. get all iiis yarns from ?
Does lie read the " Pink'un " ?
Where did the same N.C.O. spend his leave ?
Did he enjoy it as much as he says ?
If he did, why did lie moan when he got warned for a route march '.
Will anvone ever win the " Cup " off him ?
Is it true that our " Tich " refused one when offered bucksliee.
If so, should lie not win the " Cup " ?
Why has not " Blanco " returned from leave yet ?
As Hambone put on 8 lbs. whilst on leave, will he please say for the
benefit of the " thin 'uns " what is his diet ?
Why does a married man sleep with a piece of wedding cake under
his pillow ?
What hopes has lie and in what direction ?
What caused " Buller's" nightmare?
Does he believe it now ?

Grooms and Transport Section.

This month has been much better than last as we have all had
August leave excepting Sergeant and Cox who are firing their annual
course. First of all we must congratulate I,ieut. Parry 011 his position
as transport officer from Lieut. D'Arcy who lias gone to Ilytlic on a
course : we all wish him the best of luck and hope lie returns with a
"D." We all hope to see our (Driver), Pte. Goldfinch, who has gone
011 a shoeing course, to return with thesame. We have nothing to enter
in the way of sports, but hope to see Kirby doing something 111 tlie
winter with his Billiards.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who holds the record for ten days' leave ?
Is it between Matthews, Sergeant and Peter ?
Is there any advance 011 43 ?
Three in five minutes wants beating.
Does she come from Farrrnum ?
Bills may know.
How to cook vegetables 011 a motorcycle ?
Demonstrations by A.B.Y.
_
When is he competing against Major Segravc s ?
Are thev still under tlie bed creasing ? Ask Etheridge ?
Spencer on Leave, Matthews has cut the cake.
What number bed did Spencer have out of 10 ?

STOP PRESS NEWS.

Wiles broke down on the 42. Hard luck ! 2 to 1 against Peter.
Cove Wireless 3.L.O. Bill's unlucky Sunday night.
L.H.M.

" A " Company.

" What's that, me write The Dragon Notes. I hardly know what to
write about. Oh ! well, as everyone else in the Company is so busy
I'll Have a go at trying my liandat it."
Nearly all the Company are on leave and the remainder so busy
that the writing of the notes has fallen 011 another, Joe.
...
The Battalion at present are making all preparations for Divisional
Training, and as we have to march to the " Arena," a distance of about
sixtv miles, we arc getting our eye or rather our feet down to it by taking
a casual walk round the countryside, generally called route marches.
IJvervone has to do at least three of these marches and as the only way
of getting out of them is to go " sick," the best thing is to grin and bear
it
As one 'Erbert was heard to say : " Yer can't gosick twice a week,
can' yer." Even tlie great Nobby and Bristo are not immune from
We must congratulate Number One Platoon on tying with "C
Company for first place in tlie Lewis Gun Competition during the
Battalion Rille Meeting, also the individual prizewinners, 1 he Bjsley
Bung has been heard to say : " Another prize, another weekend.
Everyone in the Company are very sorry to lose Captain \\ coster
who is on leave pending sailing for India to join the First Battalion.
We all wish him the best of luck on his departure. At tlie same time
we welcome to the fold Capt. C. R. B. Knight from The Depot and wish
him the very best of good times in the old Company.
Some of our famous shots arc having another try at cutting the
bull out of four foot targets, and as it means a lot to the majority, our
wishes for their shooting are "Good Markers," and, ' Every round a
ANOTHER A.D.C.
BUJJ«

A RAMBLE WITH 15 PLATOON.

During a ramble with CHARLIE attached we passed many desirable
(and otherwise) objects of interest, the first being a lonely TARBOX
followed by a HOG'S BIN. MASON'S were pretty frequent and at last we
found a MUDHOOK. Of course we had a COOK with us and a STOKKR
to assist with the HOODS for raking around the CLAYton. The COOK'S
ley was often to be found milking the GOAT1V for purposes of War.
BURTONS were conspicuous by their absence, so our tongues began to
crave for MOOKK COX'S orange pippins. Then the climax came, VANT
was to be charged TOLL for crossing HURST bridge. Naturally
lie appealed to AMOS and was told to LEGGETT.
At 9.15 we came across ADAM'S PARRETT which screamed HALEY
MORRIS and made ARNOLD blush.
Now for a rest, LING'S ham was served cold and the tea was AVERY
fine refresher.
The weary MILES were began again, and at last we liad a splendid
camp in the village of MULLINGAR—and still wc smile !
" SMILER."

" B " Company.

Since our last issue, things have happened with such " gusto "
that now, as we recollect, we have nothing more than a mixture of
events—coupled with the events of Summer Leave ! !
Time and space do not permit us to lie other than very brief. The
principal items as they occur, may be mentioned however, and we trust,
read with interest !
If I remember rightly tlie last time the subEditor was black and
blue in the face shouting for notes, during the latter end of Brigade
Training. Nothing very much apart from this, happened—or had
time to in fact—till the opening of tlie Battalion Rifle Meeting, which
occupied three whole days, During this time keen interest excelled
on all sides, and for most was very much appreciated.
Mrs. L. W. Lucas very kindly presented the prizes and was met with
wild enthusiasm, and recipients were well rewarded for their efforts
in the shooting.
.
Periods of Summer Leave are at present 111 full swing and
consequently points of interest are rather low .
Divisional Training at Headington Camp follows this, and we are
anticipating quite a " warm " time, so we are hoping it keeps fine for
us. !!
Arrangements are already in full progress, and soon all leave will lie
finished, and moments of joy replaced by something of a more serious
nature.
We are verv pleased to welcome back Sgt. Hancock from his three
weeks' sick leave, and we understand is now Deputy C.S.M. in place of
Sgt. Fawcett who is now on leave. He is understudying C.Q.M.S. and
we quite expect he will soon join the ranks of the " also rich ! "
A.E.D.

" SIIINY " No. 8 PLATOON'S CORNER.

After successfully emerging from the effects of Brigade Training
a large percentage are enjoying a short course of "civvy street" or
otherwise leave. Some say it is wellearned, but we cannot agree
unanimously, it being a case of " if the cap fits
!!
Referring to places of visitation the Riviera was mentioned, but a
bright individual is fonder of Newcastle. He has firmly convinced us
that it is hardly the place to spend one's holiday, since " if one gets
in with the "ewood" you are soon Coot" for the " eoont!" We
are inclined to indulge in lesser evils at home !!
The last draft from the Depot is at present trying very hard to
obtain the crossguns and whatever else is to hand. If there is 110 luck
this vear—perhaps next 1 ?
.
As our "songsters" are 011 leave, we have been 111 the seventh
heaven, but 110 doubt they will have a different song 011 return. Wc
sincerely trust it will appeal more strongly to us than the effects of a
gramophone, which is "out of order" as far as the function of the
main spring is concerned. This is naturally, a difficulty easily over
come by the " Brains " acting in its stead. Music hath charms !!—?
A point of interest has occurred during the " Howe" Shield com
petitions which have not been quite forgotten !!
No. 8 Platoon was drawn against No. 5—and tins time, tliey, by
kind act of fate, liave to suffer in its remembrance. We arc still
trving to understand if they were " trounced " ! !
' We are unable to go into details unfortunately, but we are glad to
mention we for our part required only two players.
" Bronco's " protests were of 110 avail and by Pte. rarling s earnest
appeal, concluded thegame, especially as lie asked for a fresh " Empire."
The results of this very interesting—? game were No. .1 Platoon, ' all
out " for 43, and No. 8 Platoon, 78 for 110 wickets.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

May we ask Bob, who needs all the "Sinfathy " ?
Has this error of pronunciation been recorded together with the
lady killer's " conciliations " ? No names, 110 stocks ! !
When is " Ditliery " getting married ? We understand something
of a serious nature is afoot.
When will the first of the £1,000 Iootball Competitions be sub
mitted, as coupons arc already in publication. We shall hear no more
from tlie " Shine " now, not even the result ! !
?

HEARD ON THE RANGE :

Instr. to Recruit : " Why do you always aim at six o'clock 011 the
target? "
.
Recruit to Instr. : (Very seriously proclaims): " Becus it gits dark at
seven, Corporal "MM!
Further quotations not for publication ! !

No. 6 PLATOON'S CORNER.

" The best is yet to be," wrote tlie ancient bard, but, thinking of
the Divisional Training which is yet to be, we arc inclined to agree with
" Tock's" expression : " Ila' our doots 1"
Our favourite motto is " Stand up," " speak up, and—" Shut up, '
and being as we are writing and not speaking, we must bide by tlie
latter.——Carried unanimously 1 !
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OR once we find our
selves in possession of
adequate copy for the
monthly Depot notes, an
almost unique situation
which saves us much head
scratching and possible per
manent mental strain.
On July 19th we shot
for the Eaton Cup, which
was carried off by the Ser
geants. The results were:—
Sergeants ... 306 1st
Corporals ... 277 2nd
Officers
... 265 3rd
Trained Men, "B" Team.
Trained Men, "A" Team.
Individual best scores out
of possible SO :—
Sgt. C. Crowne ...
...
...
74
Sgt. A. Ongley ...
...
...
70
L/Cpl. Pitch
68
On July 20tli we made a long journey to Mill Hill,
to play Depot Tlie Middlesex Regiment, whom we
beat after a very shaky start, thanks to a fine innings
of 49 by Cpl. Drake, ably backed by C.S.M. Coaster.
For a fortnight from the 24tli wc had a London
Territorial Brigade (141st) encamped in tlie Old Park.
They took a prominent part in tlie Horse Show
organised by Major Hickman on tlie 28th and their
turnout of Limbered G.S. Wagons was first rate.
On Friday, 29th, General Sir Arthur Paget
inspected tlie Depot and took the salute at the March
Past. He said many nice things about the bearing and
turnout of the recruits and advised them to look
to their shooting, as recruits who could not shoot would
be no use to the Buffs.
All ranks were very sorry to hear that this may be
his last . visit to us as our Colonel.
Lunch was
afterwards served in the Officers' Mess after which the
General left for his home.
On Saturday, the 30th, Cricket Week started in line
weather.
On Saturday, August 13th, we started our own
Depot Week with the Past and Present Match. The
morning, which started so fine, unfortunately turned
to rain and soon after the Past commenced their
innings, play had to be abandoned.
The sides and scores were as follows :—
PRESENT.
Major J. Y. R. Jackson, b E H. Humplireus 10
Captain B. E HammondDavis, b E. H.
Humplireus
16
Lieut. T. N. Penlington, b L. R. Rye
15
Capt. R. M. Webster, c H. Whitfield, b E H.
Humplireus
1
Lieut. E. G. Crozier, c H. Wear, b E. Ii.
Humplireus
28
Cpl. F. Drake, b L. R. Rye
1
C.S.M. G. Coaster, b E. H. Humplireus
0
W.O. (ii.) C. Collins, b E. H. Humplireus
1
Sgt. A. Smith, b S. M. Bennett
13
Bdsmn. H. Nelthrope, c C. Terry, b E. H.
Humplireus
49
Cpl. W. Payne, not out
7
Extras
11
Total

152

Harry.

PAST.
Captain C. A. E. Terry, b Coffins
L. R. Rye, b Coaster
H. G. Whitfield
Major J. Vaughan
Captain A. D. R. Terry
E H. Humphreus
J. V. Hitchcock
/Did not bat.
O. Templeton
II. C. Wear
A. E. Bennett
Colonel R. S. I. Friend
Extras

4

Total (for two wickets)

11

1
6

On Sunday tlie Past and Present Buffs made tlieir
annual march to the Cathedral for the Memorial
Service. Owing to the increase in the numbers of the
Past attending, the service could no longer be held in
the Warriors' Chapel.
On Monday the match versus tlie Band of Brothers
was commenced, but by tea time once again heavy rain
had set in and play had to be abandoned. Tlie Depot
were At Home that afternoon in tlie marquees on the
Cricket Field and it was indeed hard luck having the
afternoon spoilt.
We would like once more to thank Mrs. Chapman of
Heppiugton, Mrs. Findlay and Mrs. Ronald for so
kindly sending flowers for the decoration of our tea tent.
In the evening Lord Harris and the Band of
Brothers were our guests to dinner, after which we
attended the All Ranks Dance which all thoroughly
enjoyed. It went with a swing from start to finish and
C.S.M. Howard is to be congratulated on the excellent
arrangements, as are Cpl. Towerzy and his helpers on
the decorations.
The last month lias seen many changes in the Mess.
On August 4th we said farewell to Captain Knight,
who has rejoined tlie 2nd Battalion on termination of
liis tour as Adjutant.
Lieut. T. N. Penlington lias taken his place and we
welcome both him and Mrs. Penlington to the Depot.
On the 18th, Lieut. A. A. J. N. FearnsideSpeed
left us to join the 2nd Battalion before going out
eventually to join Captain Rice and Lieut. Lister and
others in the West African Frontier Force. We wish
Captain Knight and Lieut. FearnsideSpeed the very
best of luck for the future.
We are hoping to welcome Lieut. Airey, who, we
understand, will join us after lie lias completed his
strenuous course at the Small Arms School, Hythe.
Depot Married Families Outing.
Once again Margate claimed us for the Families'
Annual Outing and this is not to be wondered at seeing
that tlie Railway Station there is almost on topjof the
beach. We were all sorry that C.S.M. Jones and family
could not accompany us ou the day out—27th J uly—
as they had arranged to move into " Civvy St." that day.
The party, however, mustered 90 odd and proceeded
by the 10.15 a.m. train from Canterbury West, arriving
at Margate about 11.15 a.m.
Except for a heavy downpour of rain at lunch
time, the weather treated us very kindly.
Those who did not pay their " entrance fee " to
Dreamland in the morning gradually found their way
there during the afternoon or evening, for nobody can
appear to resist visiting it, if only to see other people
being whirled about on the Caterpillar, Tumble Bug,
Tlie Whip, The Biff, Scenic Railway, etc., all of which
appear to be certain cures for bad nerves.
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An excellent tea was served at the Popular Cafe,
where we found plenty of room and splendid arrange
ments.
The chef of this establishment proved to be no less
a notable old Buff than exC.S.M. McDonough, whom
many of us knew and were glad to meet again. And
we made him promise to come along to Depot Cricket
Week.
Before leaving the lea tables the kiddies all received
a special visit from Mrs. Cornev, who distributed the
ever welcome " pocket money " for disposal in Dream
land and tliey, as well as the old 'mis, respectfully
thank the Commanding Officer and the Quartermaster
for a jolly good day out.
Sergeants' IVIess.
Hearty congratulations to C.S.M. Coaster on his
promotion and we wish him. Mrs. Coaster and. Evelyn,
the best of good luck on going to tlie 2nd Battalion.
vSgt. Ongley, D.C.M., lias also left us on reposting
to the 2nd Battalion, for some good purpose we hope,
and we also wish him and Mrs. Ongley the best of luck
in the future.
C.Q.M.S. Taylor having arrived for duty as Depot
C.O.M.S., we extend lo liim a very hearty welcome,
and would remind him that we shall appreciate his
services all the more if lie does his best for us on pay
days.
"The Mess team selected for this year's Eaton Cup
Competition Shoot, held 011 19th July, came up to
expectations by winning the Cup with a total score of
306, the next" best team being the Corporals, who
obtained 277.
The practices set were all good training for the
Annual Course and our team is to be congratulated 011
proving the victors, their aggregate score being ahead
by 4 points 011 the first practice, 14 011 the second, 13 011
tlie third and 29 011 the fourth practice. R.S.M. Potter
was Team Deader and the individual scores (II.P.S. 80)
were as follows :—
R.O.M.S. Ings
60
C.STM. Howard, M.M
55
Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M.
...
... 70
Sgt. Crowne
...
...
64
Sgt. Smith ...
...
...
57
Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M., also took first
prize for the
highest individual score, having obtained 70 out of
a possible 80, and Sgt. Crowne took third prize with
a score of 64.
The Commanding Officer presented the Cup at our
Smoking Concert held 011 26th July and in accepting
it the R.S.M. expressed the hope that now we have
captured it, the Privates having won tlie Cup last year,
we shall continue to hold it.
O11 26th July we held a "Cork Club Supper "
followed by a " Smoker " to bid farewell to C.S.M.
Jones 011 his leaving the service 011 pension and also
to C.S.M. Coaster on his leaving the Depot 011
promotion.
Pleuce thirtyone members of the Cork Club partook
of an exceedingly nice feed supplied under the expert
supervision of Mr. Follett, and 011 a show of corks
being called, 110 defaulters were found.
The R.S.M., in proposing the toast of C.S.M. Jones,
gave him the best of characters and endorsed the wish
of us all that lie and Mrs. Jones and family would have
the best of luck in the future.
Tlie following were selected to form tlie Cork Club
Committee :—
Chairman : R.S.M. Potter.
Serving Members : C.S.M. Howard, M.M., Sgt.
Smith and L/Sgt. Harvey.
Attached Members : W.O. (II) A. E. C. Collins.
Honorary Members : Mr. Tutt.
The Smoking Concert then followed, at which our
officers and their ladies honoured us with their
presence.

Quite a number of the W.O.'s and Sergeants
from the 141st Infantry Brigade T.F., who were
encamped 011 the Old Park, also came along, as did
our honorary members and civilian friends, so
altogether we had a full house.
Never before have we been so delightfully
entertained with talent of the highest order and even
after a full four hours' programme we could still have
carried on, but the clock was against it.
Sgt. Rowe once again had the task of producing the
talent and our friends who usually respond to the call
were augmented by the addition of very excellent
turns by our guests from the territorials.
I regret the time at my disposal does not allow of
my detailing each individual or collective turn ; the
next best thing is therefore to gratefully thank
the following for their contributions to the splendid
programme :—
Mr. Austin, Mr. Barrows, Mr. Cornev, Mr. Leslie
Goring, Mr. Driscoll, C.Q.M.S. Hadley, 17th London
Regiment, The Brothers Wood, Mr. Follett, Mr. Sandy,
Sgt. Smith, Sgt. Little, 18tli London Regiment,
Mr. Will Constant, Sgt. Fisher, 17th London Regiment,
Mr. Woolger and C.S.M. Howard, M.M.
During the evening the R.S.M. asked the
Commanding Officer to kindly present a parting gift
from the members of tlie Mess to C.S.M. Jones. 3 lie
presentation took the shape of a lovely clock and in
the course of his remarks, Major J. V. R. Jackson
recounted the excellent service, both at duty and in the
field of sport, of C.S.M. Jones, who suitably responded.
In proposing the toast to our officers, R.S.M. Potter
expressed the members' wish that Capt. C. R. B.
Knight and Lieut. A. A. J. N. Fearnside Speed would
enjoy the best of health and luck on their leaving the
Depot and also welcomed Capt. G. R. Howe and Lieut.
T. N. Penlington from the 2nd Battalion. The
Commanding Officer, in replying, once again referred
to the gallant work done by members of Sergeants'
Messes of The Buffs during the Great War.
The R.S.M. also proposed the toasts to the ladies,
artists and visitors, which were responded to by L/Sgt.
Harvey, Mr. Barrows and R.S.M. Rogers, 17th London
Regiment, respectively.
Owing to tlie number present the old brown jug had
to have considerable assistance for the evening and
Mr. Follett is to be thanked for the excellent catering
arrangements.
This visit from the members of the T.F. Battalions
Sergeants' Messes in Camp proved to be tlie forerunner
of many visits between ourselves to follow, but
unfortunately the moon did not always shew the way
home as well as it might have done to either Buffs or
Territorials.
During his inspection of the Depot on 29th July,
our Colonel, General the Rt. Hon. .Sir Arthur H. Paget,
G.C.E., K.C.Y.O., presented the members of the
Sergeants' Mess with yet another magnificent Silver
Cup for competition on tlie Rifle Range. His very
interesting remarks 011 the best method of imparting
musketry instruction to recruits proved that he is_ still
immensely interested in tlie musketry standard of the
Regiment. O11 behalf of the members the R.S.M.
gratefully thanked our Colonel for the gift and ensured
him that every endeavour would be made to set
a competition which would not only give the best shot
the silver cup but prove a great help to all who took
part to further improve their marksmanship.
Brig.General A. E. Ommanney also kindly visited
our Mess during the month and we were pleased to see
him looking so fit
and well. ExR.S.M. H. limes,
ExC.S.M. S. Pigott, O.M.S. F. Sillens, M.P.S.C. and
ExSgt. T. Butler have also recently paid 11s a visit
the latter being a real old soldier, having embarked
54 years ago for service with the 1st Battalion in India
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Canterbury Cricket Week also brought Mr. C. B.
Hewitt, Sgt. Diamond and Sgt. Goodwin along from
Aldershot for a short and busy stay here.
On 2nd August we invited a team of the H.Q. Wing,
17th London Regiment, T.F., to shoot against our team
oil tlie 30 yards Range, when we proved the victors by
scoring 254 points against their 163.
Sgt. Crowne topped the individual scores by
obtaining 42 out of a possible 55.
During the convivial evening that naturally
followed in our Mess, the R.S.M. presented one of our
Silver Spoons to mark the event, to Sgt. Hubble,
D.C.M., 17th Loudon Regiment, who obtained the
highest individual score in his team, whilst Sgt. Taylor,
17th London Regiment, was awarded the Wooden
Spoon, which was fitting
frilled with the product
of Scotland (neat) and carried round for ' necessary
action."
The following evening a party from our Mess were
guests at the Sergeants' Mess, 17tli London Regiment,
to their annual dinner and concert, which was much
appreciated and enjoyed.
Others who recently paid us a visit from a T.F.
Camp (Sliorncliffe) were R.S.M. Sayer and Sgt.Cook
Webb, both late 2nd Battalion personalities, but now
with tlie 7tli Battalion Middlesex Regiment, Hornsey,
and whom we were pleased to see once again.
The scores obtained in our Annual Course of
musketry for 1927 having been reckoned to count,
plus or minus any handicap points, for the Spoon
Shoots for May (first three practices) and June (last
two practices) this year, the following was the result :
Silver Spoon (May)
Sgt. Martin
Runnerup
Wooden Spoon
Silver Spoon (June)
Runnerup
Wooden Spoon

j c.'^ HowSd ! Tie"
Sgt. Shorter
L/Sgt. Marsh
R.S.M. Potter
Sgt. Martin

Corporals' Notes.

Events have moved so swiftly during tlie last fortnight that it is
difficult to remember their sequence. However, we will do our best
which will not come up to the efforts of our regular scribe who, un
fortunately, sustaned an injury to his wrist and is now in Hospital.
Cricket Week held many surprises, notably : (1) the Weather ;
(2) The case with which Kent disposed of Notts, the latter bringing
cricket to a close on the iiftli day. Those of us who were on duty at
the Ground saw some very good cricket, and the lesser stars had an
opportunity of studying the habits of the earwig, lt is astonishing
where tliey all come from. Marquees were struck and pitched again
on our own ground. Unfortunately the weather was unkind for the
Past and Present Match, but after an incessant downpour, made amends
by clearing for the Camp X'ire Concert.
The whole show was a very great success. The Gymn. Team were
very good indeed, and many remarked that they were the best turn
of the evening, a statement X can heartily endorse.
The following members of the Corporals' Mess are in the Team :—
Cpls. Stubberfield, McNulty, Payne, Drake, Clinker ; L/Cpls. Kemsley,
Watts ; R/'L/Cpls. Iiarbron, Hubbert, and Cunningham.
The Gramophone is again on the strength, and we hope will live up
to its reputation, provided of course a strong enough spring is bought.
Hearty congratulations to Cpls. Towcrzy aud Clinker on their
marriages and we wish them every happiness. It seems that very soon
the oldest inhabitants will be leaving the Mess by the same route 1
The results of the Spoon Shoot are not yet to hand, owing to a
miscalculation in the handicapping.
Our Library is growing, but we could do with more and more books.
Capt. Knight most kindly presented us with Batcnmn's picture
of " The Guardsman who dropped it," aud a few more like it would
brighten the Mess.
L.G.C.C.

Trained Mens' Notes.
Once again, dear readers, the time has come for me to comply with
the Editor's request and forward notes for the trained men to The
Dragon. There has been very little doing this month owing to the
weather conditions which have been far from good.
We did, however, manage to play a cricket match with the 4th
Battalion The Buffs (T) which resulted in a win for us by four wickets.
Two outstanding incidents of the game were the deadly bowling of our
Bailey and the sparkling innings of Asliton. Bailey took 7 Terriers'
wickets for 26 runs and Asliton knocked up a splendid 43. Is this
cricket, I ask you ? Yet dig out last month's Dragon and turn to the
Corporals' uotes oil Page 683, column I, line 15 to 20. We are so sliv
of the corporals that tliey have placed boards over the windows iii
Canterbury Cathedral to prevent the trained men from smashing them,
but I am positive the captain of the trained men's team is quite agree
able to giving the corporals a start of a couple of hundred runs just to
Stop tiie game from being too onesided.

We congratulate the sergeants on winning The Eaton Cup from us
in shooting, for although our shooting was good that of the sergeants
was better, so we handed over the trophy after being sole holders for
the last twelve months.
Wc all welcome I,t. T. N. Penlington from the Battalion : lie has
come down here to take over the Adjutancy and he is bound to be a
great asset to our Depot cricket team. We also congratulate Captain
C. R. B. Knight on his promotion and send him best wishes oil his return
to the Battalion.
Two trained men have left us for the Battalion in I'tc. G. Woods
and Pte. R. Wilson, and we welcome Ptes. Bell and Sisley from the
Battalion.
Ticli Spokes went to Lydd during last month to fire his annual M.G.
Course and came back a marksman. Good shooting, Ticli !
I have come to the end of my notes for this month so will ring off
now. Cheerio Everybody !

CRICKET.

Our only match this month was against the 4th Battalion The Buffs,
at Canterbury, and resulted in a win for us by 4 wickets. The Terriers
batted first aiid were all out for 62. (Bailey, 7 for 26). We then batted
and scored 77 for 7 (Asliton 43).
Our team was as follows :—Ptes. Asliton, Laker, Pye, Eley, Bailey,
Church, Parberry, Bottomley, Bell, Maynard and Wilson.
A'.Ii.—Now thai Cricket has finished let us take a great interest in
football.
BOTTLES.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is it true that Amateur Billiards is a series of accidents ? Ask
Pudden.
Is 3 o'clock in the morning a song or a favourite Tuesday morning
time of Fred's ?
When will the Corporals give the trained men a return social ?
When does Cassa always wear no hat ?
How many casualties oceurcd on Town Picquet ?
Does Douglas like deuces ?
Is there yet another N.A.A.F.I. application for Married Quarters?
Why is the morbid Bill stopping in ? Could the Sheik tell us ?
Who was seen cleaning his bike while the wet canteen was open ?
Was it Ted ? Very bad, Rummy. Yes.

4th

Battalion News.
S is usual, we have not
been very busy during
A'
August, both as a reaction from

camp and also because this is
the busy time of year for farmers
hop growers and shop owners
and the men are consequently
fully occupied with their civilian
jobs.
With the advent of the
partridges, however, all Drill
Halls are reopening for us to
polish off the year's drills and to
complete our musketry.
We were glad to see so mauy
Territorial officers at Canterbury
Cricket Week and also at the
Depot Week. It was a great
innovation for us to be invited to
send, not only the Corps of
Drums to
take
part—under
the auspices of tlie Past and Present Association—in
the Camp Fire reunion, but also to send a
representative Detachment on the march to the
Cathedral.
The Drums played extremely well under the eyes
of two large T.A. Searchlights, and again on Sunday,
14th August, when they headed the march to the
Cathedral and played alternately with the Depot Band.
Much praise was showered on Sgt.Drummer Trip
from all sides. The Corps was accommodated at the
Depot throughout the weekend, where we hope they
enjoyed themselves as much as we enjoyed hearing
them play.
Together with some 300 Past members of the Regi
ment and the Depot Recruits, a Detachment from
"B" Company of some 80 all ranks of serving
Territorials joined in the march. The men turned out
very well and were entertained to a regal luncheon
afterwards at the Depot. We were glad to see so many
officers present, including Lt.Colonel E. B. Burns,
Major B. S. Collard, Major D. J. Dean, Capt. A. Loyd
Plardcastle, Lieuts. J. Sherwood, M. B. Hewitt,
Parish, Poile, Mount and Rickards.
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There are no further events of great importance on
the immediate horizon, but we hope there will be, not
only a good attendance, but also good shooting at the
Brigade Rifle meeting at>Dover during the weekend 011
3rd and 4th .September. Full details as to tlie shooting
have been issued to all concerned, but we now propose
to try and work in with this weekend an Officers'
Reunion and Dinner at the Grand Hotel, Dover, 011
Saturday night. Captain Howe, who was such a friend
to us while we were in camp, is coming to dine with
us. It is hoped that as many officers as possible will
come down.
Owing to your correspondent's absence 011 leave
last month, 110 reference was made to the departure of
Captain H. L. Smith to the Reserve. Captain Smith
has been in command of "D" Company at Dover
practically ever since the war and under him has had
many successes. We regret that his civilian duties
prevented him continuing in active command, but we
hope we shall see him frequently in and out of the
Dover Drill Hall in the future.
We learn that Mr. Hulburd is about to join us to
help Captain Bacon with his Machine Gunners and
there are still one or two other vacancies for officers
at Sittingbourne and in the Weald.

and said he hoped it would not be the last shoot this year, as the fine
performance the Police had put up led him to think that they could
beat the Buffs next time. He then presented a shooting medal to
Sergeant R. J. Clancy, tlie winner of the Buffs' team, for obtaining the
highest individual score.
Major I). J. Dean thanked Superintendent Hoare for his kind
remarks, and said that that day the Buffs' team was made up of a few
of the senior ranks from the Canterbury Detachment, and lie was vqry
pleased that everybody had enjoyed the shoot. He hoped that another
match would be' fixed up at a" later date. He then presented P.C.
Fasham with a Buffs' silver shooting spoon for being the member of tlie
Police team who obtained the highest individual score. In fact, P.C.
Fasham made the top score of the match.
It was decided that the eight highest scores should count, and after
this was done it was found that the Buffs had just won the match by
two points. The total scores of botli teams of eight were :—Buffs,
316, Police 314.
A miniature rifle competition took place between tlie Sittingbourne
Company of The Buffs and the Whitstable Residents' team at Sitting
bourne. The result was a very close one in favour of tlie Territorials.
The score board read as follows :—
4TH BUFFS, SITTINGBOURNE.
40
Private D. Hambrook ...
39
LanceCorporal C. Costen
39
Private S. Mackevitt ...
37
Private H. Bills
36
Corporal G. W. J. Davis
34
Corporal A. T. A. Farret
36
Private F. G. Allen
31
Sergeant R. A. Clancy

" B " Company.
The Drill Halls, after having been closed for a month, have now
reopened and we have again settled down to our usual two drill even
ings a week.
We have recently had several outdoor parades. The N.C.O.'s and
men turn out in uniform, but not so many as we would like to see ;
still it is pleasing to see a certain number during this busy time of tlie
year, when most of the men work to a late hour in the evenings.
On Sunday, tlie 14th August, a very good muster of W.O.'s, N.C.O's
and Men turned up to take part in the Memorial Service held in the
Canterbury Cathedral. Each detachment sent representatives for
our Company and great credit is due to all of those who were present
for their clean and smart turnout. On behalf of our Company, all
ranks thank all those of our Depot for the grand reception which they
gave them.
Preparations are now being made for our Annual Prize Shooting
and Prize Distribution, which will take place early in December.
Everybody looks forward to the prize shooting as perhaps there is 110
better sport and there are a good number of prizes to be awarded.
On the 3rd and 4th of September our Company is sending a team
fo Dover to take part in the Annual Brigade Rifle Meeting and it is
imped that they will be able to bring back one of the challenge cups
with them. Also may our Battalion team have the same luck.
I would ask all readers of The Dragon to do all in their power to
encourage young men of good character and physique to join our local
Territorials. The men themselves are the best recruiters, and all our
five Detachments are in need of recruits. So do your very utmost
and help us to keep the ball rolling.
During the month of August we held our annual monthly spoon
shoot and a good number of N.C.O.'s and Men turned up to try their
best for the silver spoon. Quite a surprise was sprung amongst the
firers, for the winner of the silver spoon was Pte. D. Hambrook with a
score of 31. The wooden spoon was won by Pte. T. I'mst. We should
all like to sec everybody of the detachment present for it requires every
body's support to make any show successful.
Would you kindly correct an error in last month's issue, for the
Photo of tlie Efficiency Cup. It should read " Whitstable Efficiency
Cup " and not " Sittingbourne."

THINGS WE .SEE, HEAR AND WANT TO KNOW.
(No offence must ever be taken to notes appearing under this heading ;)
Was Rosey dear pleased with herself when she knew that noone
had beaten her scores on tlie Miniature Range. Good luck !
Was poor Jacko disappointed ? Never mind, Jack, there is a
bright star on the top of the hill. Keep smiling !
Did our little Jimmy have hard lines ? Ask the Instructor who
laid down beside him to help him.
THE BUSY BEE,

RIFLE SHOOTING MATCHES.
SITTINGBOURNE TERRITORIALS v. POLICE.
An interesting shooting match took place at Conyer Rifle Range, on
Sunday, between teams of the Sittingbourne Police and the senior
ranks of "B" Company, 4th Battalion the Buffs. Some of the
Territorials journeyed from Canterbury and Chartham to take part
in the match. The shooting commenced at ten o'clock, the weather
was at its best, and in the end the Territorials won by only two points.
After the match both teams and friends sat down to a welllaidout
table of light refreshments. Superintendent Hoare, in a short speech,
thanked Major D. J. Dean, V.C. for the enjoyable morning's sport,

WHITSTABLE RESIDENTS.
39
39
37
37
36
35
35

Mr. G. W. Bennett
Mr. A. J. Turner
Mr. A. A. Tullett
Mr. A. Croucher
Mr. I". Quested ...
Mr. F. H. Minett
Mr. A. Carnegie
Mr. A. Lees

31

Highest possible 45 points.

" C " (Weald) Company.
We have now reached the stage of reaction after Camp and although
we have been glad to welcome several new men, the busy harvest and
hopping times necessitate a pause from the routine and consequent
closing of drill centres.
The Company Outing took place on Saturday, 6tli August, when a
goodly crowd went down lo Hastings for the day. Owing to the sudden
departure of my chief informant, ostensibly 011 leave, the items of
gossip and things we want to know, which arc the usual outcome of
these ventures, are not forthcoming. The chief events in the immediate
future are the Company tactical weekend and the shooting at Dover.
Referring to tilings past, may we tender our best thanks to "B"
and "D" Companies for their kindly congratulations in tlie last number
of The Dragon on our Harris Shield success.
I should be lacking in my duties as Company Scribe, if I did not,
in the Companv's name, express to the Skipper our very sincere
svmpathv in the loss of his father, Mr. Hardcastle was ever a keen
supporter of volunteer and territorial work and this will be one of the
manv spheres in which his influence will be most genuinely missed
Sgt "instr. Dennis and Sgt. Foote attended the funeral and sounded
"Last Post" and " Reveille" and a wreath composed of yellow and
blue flowers was sent by the Company.
Further the Company extends its deep sympathy to L/Cpl. Brooks
who has lost His mother in peculiarly tragic circumstances.

"D" Company.
Tlie activities of the Company during the past montli have been
most I v confined to the Drums. On Wednesday, 27th July, the Drums
"Beat Retreat" on the Sea Front, Dover, before an audience of
approximately 1,500 people. The spectators were loud in their
applause, especially the members of the Regular Corps of Drums
stationed in Dover. Mention will no doubt be made 011 another page of
this issue of the part that our Drums took at the Reunion of tlie Past
and Present Association, at Canterbury, on 13th and 14th August,
but we should like to express our thanks to the Depot for the excellent
wav thev looked after our creature comforts. Once again we should
like to assure them that we are always at their service. Tiie Drums
were also very pleased to be able to play "B" Company (4th Battalion)
from the Drill Hall, Canterbury to the Depot for the Memorial Church
Parade.
We hope, in the October issue of The Dragon to be able to give the
results of our first Prize Shoot, providing we are given good weather
early in next month.
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Mrs. Smithers.
(THE START OF THE SEWING GUILD).
OOD morning, Mrs. Smitliers—good morning.
I, er, I hope you do not mind my intruding at
this early hour, but the perplexities of one's duties
inevitably causes one to pay visits at most inconvenient
moments and to make matters more difficult 1 am
afraid the pause of my entering your house—I beg
pardon, Mrs. Smithers, I should have said your
quarters—is one that might, or might not appeal to
you." The Vicar lifted his eye brows and squinced
over the top of his glasses, at the same time giving
a pleasant beam.
" There's one thing I must ask yer not to do " said
Mrs. Smithers, while she wriggled herself from right to
left and twisted the ends of her apron strings. " Don't
smile at me like that, in case me 'usband comes in and
catches yer. Why, yer wouldn't believe as 'ow
auspicious 'e is at anything like that. Yes, that's right
Sir—I meant suspicious. All the same, I agrees wiv
every word yer said—every word of it."
" I knew you would, my dear Mrs. Smithers, and
that is the reason I have called upon you as an old
woman of many years' experience of the world
"
" Beg yer pardon " interjected Mrs. Smithers, as
she glanced round the room for the rolling pin.
" A lady of much experience on matters
appertaining to the domestic affairs of a household—
although you look so young, my dear Mrs. Smithers "
quickly retorted the Vicar. " You sec, I was thinking
of forming a sewing guild and feel sure if you came to
the vicarage and saw my worn out linen, you would
agree it was not a day too soon—not a day too soon,
Mrs. Smithers."
Mrs. Smithers twitched and shook fi'oni head to feet.
What did she want to see the Vicar's old linen for ?
She saw quite enough of Private Smither's old tattered
garments, which kept her fully employed from Monday
to Sunday.
" Well Vicar, with very 'umble respects, it takes me
all the week amending me 'usbands socks and patching
'is greybacks, that I really 'as no time to accept your
invitation. Why don't yer get Mrs. Vicar to mend
yer things ?"
" I am afraid, Mrs. Smithers, you have wrongly
interpreted my request. I mean the linen used in the
services of the church of which we are all so proud.
You yourself, my dear Mrs. Smithers, have often seen
the deplorable state of things at the vicarage."
" Well, I can't say that I really 'as, but I've 'eard
rumours which I never lends an ear to " replied Mrs.
Smithers " but I wouldn't say a word to anyone in Case
it caused a scandal. Let me see—'ow many times
'ave I been to church ? Once when I was married, six
times for them christenings and once with the guild
for bobbed 'air. I never thought it was so many."
"It is not a question of sewing socks and shirts,
Mrs. Smithers. It is, however, very necessary to secure
the services and help of a number of ladies
"
" Number of what, Sir ?"
" Number of ladies, my dear Mrs. Smithers."
" Yer're sure yer're in the right quaiters, aint yer ?"
enquired Mrs. Smithers.
" Oh yes " replied the Vicar. " You people are my
friends and workers. Your husband, Mrs. Smithers :
I should think him a right thinking, honourable,
upright, temperate and straight forward man. I fail
to understand why he has never had a commission
offered him."
" Oh, so 'e 'as, Sir.
Why only this morning the
cat's meat man gave 'im fourpence for finding a couple
of new customers." Then a discordant voice was heard
yelling up the stairs :—
" Little Dolly (hie) daydream, the pride of (liic)
I don't know,

G

So now yer know (hie) so now yer know."
" Excuse me. Vicar, I specks that's some poor
man that don't know where 'e lives." Mrs. Smithers
rushed out and after much difficulty persuaded Private
Smithers to sleep it off in the stables until the Vicar
had gone.
" Yes—just what I thought, sir. Now if my
'usband 'ad come along, 'e'd 'ave got 'old of that man
and brought 'im up 'ere and shoved 'im in bed and slept
on the floor 'irnself. Oh—my old man's so good in
anything like that !"
" It does not surprise me, my dear Mrs. Smithers,
knowing your good husband like I do. He is not
a lover of drink."
" Oh no, Sir. 'E goes for days without it. The
last time it was fourteen and the time before that seven
and the Colonel said it looked as if it would be fiftysix
next time."
" Well done—well done " replied the Vicar. " Let
us both say a prayer that it will be twice fiftysix "
and thereupon he closed his eyes and covered his face
with his hat. Mrs. Smithers considered it a fine
opportunity of planting the rolling pin, but refrained
from disfiguring the countenance of one so meek and
gentle.
** Now for the sewing guild, Mrs. Smithers. Can
I count upon you as a member ? We will meet at the
Vicarage 011 each and every Friday night at seven
o'clock jr.111., have tea, talk about many things all
seated round a table, do our little bit of sewing and
then go home. What a ' joyful ' time it will be ! Of
course, Mrs. Smithers, I will not be at the Friday night
meetings. You see I have divided the ladies of the
guild into two parties—those over thirty and those
under that age. The latter meet 011 Monday nights—
and they do want me so badly—that I cannot refuse
their humble request. You, however, my dear Mrs.
Smithers, will not be neglected. I have delegated the
curate—whom you all love so much—to preside at
your meetings. Bring your burdens with you and he
will help yon to carry them cheerfully."
" Well Vicar, its very kind of yer to say so " said
Mrs. Smithers, " but Lord 'elp the curate if I brings
little Jimmy wiv me !"
The first night of the sewing guild for those over
thirty was full of incident. The curate gave an
inspiring opening address 011 the need of raising one's
self above the level of everyday life. When lie had
finished, Mrs. Smithers murmured " 'ear, 'ear " and
the speaker sat down midst much applause, but the
effect of a darning needle—accidentally left 011 the
chair—caused the curate to raise himself with a sharp
yell and an " 0I1 !" much above the things of everyday
life.
" Bear ye one another's burdens cheerfully "
exclaimed the curate.
" We will " exclaimed Mrs. Smithers, as she gave
a mighty heave in order to extract the needle from
its position of emplacement. Then she cast a quick
glance round the room for little Jimmy—he was
missing !
Mrs. Smithers and other ladies suggested the curate
should go home and rest, but he would not hear of it.
" My dear children " he said, " I am too much
in love
" the Curate paused in order to cough and
attend to the needs of his nose. The assembly blushed
and smiled as each individual thought the remark was
intended for her. Mrs. Smithers made frantic efforts
to give the glad eye, but at her time of life, every
attempt turned her face into a kind of contoured map,
whilst her left eye opened and closed like the flare of
a light house.
" I hope you are not ill, Mrs. Smithers " enquired
the curate.
" Oh no. Sir ; it was only a bit of dust."
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" Well, as I was saying " continued the Rev.
Gentleman, " I am too much in love with my work and
the labours of the Sewing Guild to leave you. Please
carry 011 and forget my troubles."
They carried on until Mrs. Smithers passed a remark
about the green hat Mrs. Scrubbers was wearing.
" I never bought it at a jumble sale, so there !"
replied Mrs. Scrubbers.
I never said a word about you being a liar, Mrs.
Scrubbers."
" No," interjected Mrs. Snowball, *' but yer 'ad no
right to say Mrs. Green never fed 'er 'usband properly."
" I said no such thing, Mrs. Snowball. Why you
told me yerself Mrs. Green pinched Mrs. Sgt.Major's
stockings off the line."
The argument developed at an alarming rate until
every lady at the vicarage had become involved.
There surely would have been murder if the curate had
not thought it wise to thank all for the very happy
time and beat a liasty retreat.
But the Vicar—oh, the dear Vicar. What
a contrast with the members of the Sewing Guild under
thirty ! How each member would run to him to have
her needle threaded aud how patiently he listened to
the stories of tennis, fashions, the art of cooking aud
the like. Then Mrs. Twentyone tried to play " Jazz "
011 the Vicar's harmonium, which fairly got hold of the
company—including the Vicar—that all the past was
like a dream. The dear Vicar being the only male
in attendance was much in demand ; he hopped and
skipped like a two year old and at the end said :
" I tliink, dear children, we must have a meeting
at least three times a week.
It has been a great
success—yes, dear children—a great success. I feel
also, we must start at six o'clock on the first Monday of
the week and not at seven o'clock 011 the first Monday
of the week. You can bring your dear husbands to
take you home—but not until it is all over."
(Continued in November).
J.E.

N.C.O's. Guide to Promotion
infantry.
This Guide has been recognized throughout the Army
as a standard work for over 25 years, and many
thousands of N.C.O's. have obtained their promotion
by its aid. All the subjects required for promotion
Examinations are included, and each chapter is followed
by specially selected Questions and Answers which
will be found invaluable.

Vol. 1, LanceCorporal to Corporal
NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION, containing 600 pages of
Text with Questions and Answers. Fully illustrated with
Plates and Diagrams.

6/6 (by post 7\~).
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
Capt. E. V. Argles, late Ind. Army, to be Capt. (March I Oth). with
semority Dec. 14tli, 1922.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn

Pte. H. Cornish, 21 727; Pte. B. Avery, 3 8 27 ; Pte T H
Smith, 3827: Pte. A. B. Collins, 6827"; Pte. F. G. Trowel!
g ® 7,1 : ptc G" Sands> Pte J paync, Pte. S. Hutsoii, Pte. F. Green,'
POSTINGS.
62S2923 Pte. W. Bell, posted to Depot for a tour of Duty, 22727
748541 Pte. J. Sisley, posted to Depot for a tour of Duty, 25727.
6278200 C.Q.M.S. W. Taylor, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion
for a tour of Duty, 3827.
STRENGTH—DECREASE.
6278331 Sgt. A. Ongley, posted to 2nd Battalion, 23727.
6282483 Pte. G. Wood, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 29 727.
6282025 Pte. R. Wilson, reposted to 2nd Battalion The Buffs
6827.
DISCHARGES.
6283463 Pte. E. Abbott, discharged under para. 363 (xviii) K.R.'s,
6283526 Pte. J. Ellison, discharged under para. 363 (vi) («) K.R.'s,
827.

The 4th Battalion.
REENGAGEMENT.
7337144 Pte. II. Stroud, "B," reengaged for One Year 011 17727
rom 22827.
DISCHARGES.
6285234 Pte. J. Blackwell, "D" (D) discharged, having joined
Regular Army (R.H.A.) w/e from 27427.
6282230 Pte. E. Venn, "A" (S) discharged under Para. 1933 T.A
Regs, w/e from 27727.

LLOYDS BANK
with which is incorporated the business of

Messrs. COX & CO.,
Army and Royal Air Force Agents,
formerly of 16, CHARING CROSS, &c.

Present address : 6, PALL MALL, S.W. 1.

HEAD OFFICE: LONDON, E.C. 3.
(30th

Vol. 2, Corporal to Sergeant
containing 700 pages of Text, with Questions and
Answers. Fully illustrated with Platesand Diagrams.

June, 1927.)

Deposits, & C . £353,934,406
Advances, &c. £202,417,661
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Training.
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2  3 months.
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ORD Harris has notified the Secretary
of the Past and Present Association
of a vacancy for a gardener ; applications
should be forwarded as soon as possible to
the Association Offices at Canterbury.
All Buffs will much appreciate Lord
Harris's kind thought.

MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell was
present at the monthly meeting of the London
Branch of the Past and Present Association
at Victoria on the 17th ultimo ; it was
a record gathering, and we hear Sir Arthur
was much impressed with the good work
which is being carried out by Captain Enright,
Mr. Ainge and the members of the Branch.
We are indebted to MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur LyndenBell and Bt. Lt.Col. G. F.
Perkins for the interesting data re medals
obtained by the Regiment during various
campaigns which appears 011 page 729.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge and
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman have both
been distinguishing and enjoying themselves
in Scotland. Proof of this has recently been
apparent 011 several dinner tables in Kent.
We thank Brig.General A. E. Ommanney
for the extract from the Army List of 1831
which we publish on page 742 in this number,
giving the succession of Colonels of the
Regiment from 1665 to 1829.
Those of our readers who were with the
1st Battalion at Cambridge in August, 1914,
will well remember Sir Arthur Shipley, whose
death took place on the 22nd September.
Colonel Lucas writes as follows :—
The news of the death of Sir A. E.
Shipley will be received with great sorrow
amongst the readers of The Dragon and
especially by those who had the good fortune
to meet him in August and September, 1914,
when the 1st Battalion was encamped at
Cambridge. During that time, Sir Arthur
Shipley took great interest in the Regiment.

WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone:

513.

Price Sixpence.

He offered the officers the hospitality of Christ
College, of which he was master. They
enjoyed many a happy evening at dinner in
College and afterwards in the Common Room,
listening to words of wisdom which fell from
his lips.
Later, in 1923, Sir Arthur Shipley
presented the officers of the 1st Battalion with
a handsome gold beaker, replica of one
belonging to Cardinal Wolsev " To com
memorate the bond of friendship between
himself and the 1st Battalion, The Buffs."
In .Sir Arthur Shipley's death we feel we have
lost a real friend of The Buffs."
Brig.General A. C. Baylay, an old friend of
the regiment, was playing golf for Knole
Park the other day, against the Regimental
Golfing Society. General Baylay commanded
the 3rd Field Troop, R.E., when a Cavalry
Brigade had its headquarters at Canterbury
and he lived in the Depot Mess. He made
many enquiries after officers of the regiment.
He now lives at Shenden, Sevenoaks.
Lt.Col. H. C. Mc Neile (better known,
perhaps, as " Sapper," the author of ' Bull
dog Drummond ' and other famous yarns)
was General Baylay's subaltern at Canterbury.
Writing to an officer of the Regiment the other
day, ' Sapper ' said that he could never forget
the Buffs' Depot Mess, where he says :
" I spent the four happiest years of my life."
Brig.General R. McDouall and more
recently, Major G. T. Hickman, have been
visiting the Battlefields.
We are glad to hear that Mrs. Trevor has
benefited from her stay at Droitwich and is
much better.
We are very sorry to hear that Colonel
Kennedy has been in hospital at Ranikhet
with a bad attack of rheumatic fever, the
result of a chill. According to the latest
news, happily, Colonel Kennedy is better and
allowed to leave hospital.
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Colonel J. Steele is still at the Royal
Hospital, Kilmainham, another old Buff
living in Dublin is Captain H. T. Brady.
Colonel
Steele frequently
helps the
Association in enquiring into the cases of Buffs
resident in the Emerald Isle. Captain Brady,
also, is ever ready to assist; both have recently
been interesting themselves in inspecting and
reporting upon the condition of certain Regi
mental graves around Dunleary.
Mrs. Hughes D'Aeth has most kindly sent
the Past and Present Association a large
consignment of clothing, for sale at the next
Jumble Sale in aid of the Benevolent Fund,
which will be held at The Depot in November.
The gift includes many articles which
belonged to her father, Colonel Kelly, one of
which is a new B.B. Dresscoat, which we
understand is for sale by private treaty to any
member of the Band of Brothers.
It is hoped that all who can will follow
Mrs. D'Aeth's example and endeavour to send
something for this sale. Parcels should be
addressed to The Secretary of the Past and
Present Association, The Depot, Canterbury.
Lt.Colonel Bradley Dyne has returned
looking very fit from his golfing holiday at
Mullion in Cornwall. We understand that
he has at last discovered the club in the shape
of a ' pitcher ' which is going to make him
a scratch player.
Lieut.Colonel E. B. Burns and Major
Eric Clarke were playing golf at Sandwich one
day last month.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Howard Smith have gone
for a holiday to Kashmir.
Major J. V. R. Jackson, who has recently
been on leave in Jersey, on his way home
visited Guernsey, where he received a very
warm welcome from Major George Boon,
D.S.O., and his son, Lieut. G. E. Boon.
We first met Major Boon in Kilkenny in
1897, at which time lie was Quartermaster
to the 2nd Battalion. We are indeed glad to
hear news of him again, though much regret
that recently he has been none too well. Mrs.
Boon, we are glad to hear, is very well. Major
Jackson brought home with him many kind
messages to old friends.
Captain R.
leave.

B. Sandilands is home on

Captain and Mrs. Goff have come back to
London for the winter.

We are glad to have good news of Captain
Rice from Ibadan, Northern Nigeria. He
finds that plenty of work and plenty of play
agree with him. A good deal of cricket and
polo are going on at Ibadan, but Captain Rice
finds the wicket is not so good as that at the
Depot, nor is the polo ground up to the
Hurlingham standard.
Lt. Lister is, we understand, very happy at
Zuru, which is 230 miles from civilisation, in
the wilds of Northern Nigeria. No doubt we
shall, before long, bear of the rise of new
boxing champions in the Zuru district.
Lt. J. R. P. Williams has been acting as
A.D.C. to Colonel Kennedy, whilst the latter
has been in command of the Upper Provinces
District.
We congratulate Lieuts. Nicholson and
LyndenBell on their promotion.
We welcome to the Regiment 2/Lieuts.
Parry, Williams, Oliver and Hill. The two
first are going to the 2nd Battalion, the others
to the 1st.
Many old Buffs who served with the 1st
Battalion during the years 1886—1892, were
pleased to see the letter in our last issue from
Mr. C. Grey to Major Crookenden. It is
recalled that there was an extraordinary facial
resemblance between Mr. Grey and the late
Mr. Clifton, who recently died at Tenterden.
Besides this resemblance, the}' had another
thing in common, their wholehearted devotion
to the regiment.
The first course of the newly established
motor school at Canterbury, which has been
introduced by the Executive Committee of
the Past and Present Association, is now in
full swing, and by the middle of November
there is every reason to believe that there
will be several good Buffs, well qualified as
motor drivers, available to take up positions
as such in civil life.
It is hoped that all will endeavour to find
places for these men, who in addition to their
motoring qualifications, have a fair know
ledge of the duties of groom, gardener, or
valet, etc., etc.
We have received a copy of " A Diary of
The l/4th Battalion The Buffs, 19141919."
This little book is very charmingly got up and
contains much interesting matter and records,
particularly interesting to all old members of
the Battalion. We offer our congratulations
to the author.
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The Annual Meeting and Dinner of the
Past and Present Association, will be held at
7 p.m. on October 22nd, at The Baltic
Restaurant, 27 Leadenhall Street, E.G. 3.
The Dinner will be preceded at 6.30 p.m. by
the Annual Meeting. The Dinner tickets are
priced 6/ each. The Secretary of the
Association would be very much obliged if
those intending to be present would notify
him accordingly, as soon as possible.
It is hoped to have a record attendance.
Nearest stations: Bank (Central London Rail
way) ; Aldgate (Metropolitan).
One of the Regimental Cottage Homes
near
Broadstairs is now
vacant, and
apjilications for same should be forwarded to
the Secretary of the Past and Present
Association as soon as possible.
The cottages, which are rent free, are well
built, and can accommodate comfortably a
married couple and three, or possibly four,
young children.
It it essential that the occupants should be
able to provide their own furniture and
maintain themselves.
Christmas will soon be with us and we
are most anxious to obtain some good stories,
copy and pictures for the December number
of The Dragon. All such should reach The
Dragon office not later than November 19th,
and we ask our readers to help us in producing
a record number.
We understand that the Committee of the
new Canterbur3' Golf Club, with a view to
obtaining more members, has introduced
" Country membership " with a reduced
subscription ; qualification, residence outside
a twenty mile radius.
We are most anxious that the Canterbury
Golf Club should prove a colossal success,
and therefore venture to suggest to the
Committee that the twenty mile limit, even
in these days of motoring, is too great to be
productive. With so many links in the
county, few, if any, will pay an annual
subscription of £3 to play golf at Canterbury
if they live twenty miles distant.

Obituary.
SERGEANT GOLDFINCH.
It is with the deepest regret that we hear of the
accidental death of Sergeant " Chick " Goldfinch,
D.C.M., which occurred on the CanterburyMargate
Road on 23rd September.
Sgt. Goldfinch was riding his motor cycle, and,
when passing a motor bus, swerved to avoid collision
was thrown off under the bus, being killed instantly.
Sgt. Goldfinch was discharged from the 2nd
Battalion to pension last December.

Enlisting in 1905, he was drafted to the 2nd
Battalion in 1906, serving with it in South Africa,
Hong Kong and India.
He came home with the
battalion to England, en route for active service
in France. In the hard work the 2nd Battalion was
called upon to perform around the Ypres Section early
in 1915, " Chick " Goldfinch was one of those who came
cheerfully through it all, until, when tlie " Horseshoe "
was being straightened out on 3rd May, 1915, lie, like
many more of our gallant comrades, hung on to one
of our forward positions and was taken prisoner of war.
At the time he was serving in "D" Company, of whom
only 19 returned to tell the talc, in the wood near to
Vlamertinglie.
Evidence of his gallantry on this occasion was
recognised by the award of the D.C. Medal in 1919,
after he had been repatriated from Germany.
He rejoined the 2nd Battalion and proceeded to
Multan, Iraq and Aden, returning to England in 1923.
Sgt. Goldfinch was a real Buff, always working for
the benefit of the Regiment. For tlie last seven years
of his service, he was Pioneer Sergeant of the 2nd
Battalion.
He married in 1919, but his wife predeceased him,
leaving two children, to whom, and also to the relatives
we extend our heartfelt sympathy.

Medals issued to the Buffs.
Issues of

Officers.

N.C.O.'s and
Men.

Peninsula
108
254
Punniar (Records in possession of Government
of India).
Crimea
40
919
China (1860)
31
819
22
Perak
603
South Africa (187789)
33
960
Chitral (1895)
28
819
South Africa (18991902)
2nd Bn.
68
2003
(Queen's)
3rd Bu.
22
718
Vol. Service Coy.
7
161
(King's)
2nd Bn.
39
1406
3rd Bn.
9
416
44
1914 Star
14S1
(1st Battalion)
191415 Star
320
8163
Territorial Force War
5
Medal
95
(4th
and
5th Territorial
Force
Battalions qualified for 191415 Star).
General Service Medal...
9
11
British War Medal only
13
866
British War and Victory
Medals
913
18810
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FONTENOY, 11TH MAY, 1745.

A

FTER passing the winter among the
Belgians, the regiment again took the
field
in May,
1744, when
the arm}'
concentrated under tlie command of Field
Marshal Wade. The enemy were, however,
superior in numbers and it was not till
August that the Allies crossed the Schelde
into French territory. No action took place
and towards the end of September they
returned to winter quarters.
Next year the Duke of Cumberland
assumed command of the army and on the
3rd May marched southward from Brussels.
Marshal Saxe, the French CommanderinChief,
had, however, taken the field first,
and had
invested the town of Tournai on tlie 30th
April. The allied army, therefore, marched
towards this place and encamped on the 9th
May within sight of Saxe's protective screen.
The ground in front of the Allies' camp was
broken by copses, woods and enclosures.
Beyond these a wide, open plain sloped
gradually for some 800 yards up to the village
of Fontenoy, which formed the centre of the
French line. This line was in the shape of
a right angle ; from Fontenoy it stretched
north towards the Forest of Barry and west
towards the town of Antoing and the river
Schelde. The left was protected by the forest,
in which two strong redoubts, the foremost
of which was called the redoubt d'Eu, had
been built somewhat in advance of the line
itself and able to enfilade the approaches to
it. The right rested on the river and the
whole line ran along the crest of the slope.

A strong position naturally, it had also been
strengthened by fortifications, there being
three redoubts between Fontenoy and Antoing
besides the two redoubts in the forest to the
north. The line was held by infantry with
the cavalry in rear, and the flower
of the
French army was placed on the left, opposite
that part of the allied line always occupied
by the British.
The Allies numbered less than 50,000 to
the French 56,000, but after a reconnaissance
on the 10th they decided to attack next day.
The plan was for the Dutch and Austrians
to assail the French centre at Fontenoy and
their right between that place and Antoing,
after which the British were to attack the left
between Fontenoy and the forest. At 2 a.m.
on the lltli May, the British moved out of
camp, and it was not till then that the Duke
of Cumberland received information as to
the existence of the two redoubts in the forest.
He therefore sent a brigade to attack and
capture them before his advance was to begin.
He also ordered the cavalry to screen the
forming up of his infantry. Unfortunately
the calvalry commander, General Campbell,
a veteran of Malplaquet, had his leg shot away
by a cannon ball and was carried dying from
the field.
No one else seems to have known
the orders for the cavalry, and in consequence
they withdrew behind the infantry. Worse
was to follow, as through another misunder
standing the brigade in the forest failed to
attack the redoubts.
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Nothing was left but for the infantry to
fire sending them back a mob of riderless
advance. They were already formed up, the
horses and uncontrollable men.
Buffs in the second line in the post of honour
Once in the French camp the British halted
on the right, and the word to advance was
to see how the Dutch were faring on their left,
given. Fortescue, in his History of the British
but alas ! this attack had been a total failure.
Army thus describes the scene : " Silent and
The British, unsupported and still under
stately as if on parade, the lines went forward.
a cross fire of artillery, fell back to the crest
The shot plunged fiercely
and more fiercely
of the ridge and were reformed for a second
into the serried lines as they advanced into
attempt, and Waldeek, the Dutch Commander,
that murderous cross fire,
but the gaping
also promised to attack again. The Dutch,
ranks were quickly closed, the perfect order
however, would not move a yard, and once
was never lost, the stately step was never
again
the
British
line
went
forward
hurried." They came abreast of the redoubts
unsupported. Even so, they carried their
on the right and Fontenoy on the left. Then
advance as far as before, when again the
they passed through and the French cannon
retreat was ordered.
took them in rear. To quote Mr. Fortescue
Cannon, in his History of the 3rd Foot,
once more, " The gaps grew wider and more
relates that the Buffs, being detached from
frequent. The front grew narrower as the
the main body, had penetrated the position
men closed up, but still the proud battalions
and, ignorant of the result of the general
advanced, strewing the sward behind them
attack, were advancing in line amid the French
with scarlet, like some mass of
tents and camp kettles with drums
red blossom that floats down a
beating to charge the enemy in
lazy stream and sheds its petals
their front.
General Sir John
as it goes." At last they, reached
Ligonier, however, rode up to
the crest and beyond it, there
their lieutenantcolonel and said
came suddenly into view the ranks
" Howard, cease beating your
of the French battalions formed
drums, face your regiment to
up only thirty yards ahead. Still
right about and retire as quickly
the British went on, with their
as you can, for the army is
arms shouldered, still silent as if
defeated."
on parade. Then at length, Lord
Two battalions, the Buffs and
Charles Hay, of the First Guards,
the 42nd Highlanders, were sent
stepped forward. Taking off his
back to Vezon churchyard to cover
hat and drinking from his flask to
the retirement, which took place
his enemies, he shouted " T hope,
in perfect order.
Once again the
Gentlemen, that you are going to
French cavalry charged and were
wait for us today and not
GEORGE HOVVARO.
repulsed, and remnants of the
swim the Scheldt as you swam LT.COL. OF THE BUFFS. 1 7 4 4  4 9 heroic battalions retired, facing
the Main at Dettingen.
Men
COLONEL. 1 7 4 9  6 3 .
about every 100 yards as steadily
of the King's Company, these are the French
and proudly as they had advanced.
Guards and I hope that you are going to beat
On both sides the casualties were enormous.
them today." The English Guards answered
Of
15,000 infantry,
the English
and
with a cheer. The French officers, surprised
Hannoverians lost nearly 6,000 in killed and
by the appearance of the British, came to
wounded. The Buffs lost one officer and eleven
the front and also called for a cheer, but only
N.C.O.'s and men killed, two officers and thirt}'
a halfhearted murmur came from the French
two men wounded. Eight men were missing.
ranks. The French fired first
and then, at
The battle ranks as a defeat and as such
last, the British levelled their muskets and
is not to be found among our Battle IIonours.
poured volley after volley into the French
The British infantry may well be proud,
lines. The first
French line was shattered,
however, of the prowess of their predecessors
a second went down, and the British continued
on that occasion, and for us, May 11th, 1745,
their advance for fully three hundred yards
is well worthy of remembrance with that
into the heart of the French camp.
other day in May some 66 years later.
Cumberland then detached two battalions to
The allied army fell back to Ath and later
help the Dutch by a flanking
attack on
to Lessines. On the fall of Tournai,
Fontenoy. Saxe saw that this move must
detachments were formed for the protection
be checked at all costs and launched his
of the different Dutch fortresses and. the Buffs
cavalry on the British lines. In all three
were encamped at Grammont and later near
charges were made and repulsed, the British
the Brussels canal.
E.F.H.
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THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS.
1st Bn. Formerly the 75th (Stirlingshire) Regt.
2n<l Bn. Formerly tlie 92nd (Gordon Highlanders)
BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" The Royal Tiger "
superscribed ' India,' " The Sphinx," superscribed
' Egypt.' " Mysore," " Seringapatam," " Egmont
opZee," " Mandora," " Corunna," " Fuentes
d'Onor," " Almaraz," " Yittoria," " Pyrenees,"
" Nive," " Orthes," " Peninsula," " Waterloo,"
" South Africa, 1835," " Delhi, 1857," " Lucknow,"
" Charasiah," " Kabul, 1879," " Kandahar, 1880,"
" Afghanistan, 187880," " TelelKebir," " Egypt,
188284," " Nile, 18845," " Cliitral," *' Tirali,"
" Defence of Ladysmith," " Paardebcrg," " South
Africa, 18991902."
Borue on the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Le Cateau,"
" Marne, 1914, '18," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17,"
" Loos," " Somme, 1910, '18," " Ancre, 1916,"
"Arras,
1917, '18," " Cambrai,
1917,
'18,"
" Vittorio Veneto."
*

$

*

*

Few regiments had a more romantic origin than the
present 2nd Gordon Highlanders, for they were raised
largely by the Duchess of Gordon, who gave a guinea
and a kiss to every recruit who came forward to join
tlie new regiment which her son, the handsome Marquis
of Huntly, commanded. Originally numbered the
100th and afterwards (from 1799 onwards) tlie 92nd,
this battalion lias always been known either officially
or otherwise as " The Gordon Highlanders," from its
close connection with the Scottish clan of that name,
and has always worn kilts of the yellowstriped Gordon
tartan.
The 1st Battalion of the regiment, the old 75th
Foot, had a much more prosaic origin, being one of four
infantry regiments raised in 1787 for service in India,
at the special lequest of the Honourable East India
Company. The 75th spent nineteen years in India,
thus earning the right to put the Royal Tiger on their
Colours. In 1809 the 75th abandoned tiie kilt and
bonnet, and adopted the dress of an ordinary Line
regiment. Later tliey were permitted to wear on shako
and forage cap a diced baud, as worn by Lowland
Scottish regiments.
The 92nd played a distinguished part in the
Napoleonic Wars. The Sphinx commemorates tlieir
services in Egypt, 1801. A very interesting account
of tlieir adventures in the Peninsula and at Waterloo
will be found in James Grant's novel "The Romance
of War." Grant, whose novels are well worth reading
by anyone desiring to learn something of military life
a century ago, was the son of an old Peninsular officer
of the Gordons, and many of tlie incidents in his books
are based on tales of tlieir experiences which lie gleaned
from veterans of his father's corps.

The Commanding Officer of the 92nd, Colonel John
Cameron of Fassiefern, a true Highland soldier of the
old patriarchal ' Chief of the Clan ' type, was mortally
wounded at Quatre Bras, where the Gordons covered
themselves with
glory.
Some of
tlieir
non
commissioned officers had been detailed off to give
a display of Highland dancing at the celebrated ball
in Brussels, which was so tragically interrupted. The
death of their gallant leader lias been immortalised in
verse by liis fellowcountryman, Sir Walter Scott :—
" And Sunart rough, and wild Ardgour,
And Morven long shall tell,
And proud Ben Nevis hear with awe.
Now, upon bloody Quatre Bras,
Brave Cameron heard the wild hurrah,
Of Conquest as he fell."
At Waterloo, also, the Gordons were in the thick of
the fighting.
When their old colonel's charger was
shot down, a Highlander named MacMillan left his
company and removed the saddle under a hail of
bullets," saying : "We must leave tliem the horse's
carcass, but they shall not have the saddle where
Fassiefern sat ." Great indeed must have been the
love his men bore for tlieir late colonel when they
would risk tlieir lives rather than let even his saddle
fall into the enemy's hands.
Many famous soldiers have .served in the Gordon
Highlanders. The names of Sir Ian Hamilton, Sir
George White, V.C. (the defender of Ladysmith), and
Sir Hector MaeDonald are three which instantly leap
to mind. The last mentioned, popularly known as
' Fighting Mac ' was an Aberdeen draper's apprentice
who joined tlie local volunteer battalion of the
Gordons, later passing into a Regular battalion of the
same regiment. He won a commission from the ranks
for bravery in the Afghan War, 187980, rising to
command a brigade of Soudanese at Omdurman, and
finally crowning his career by being selected to lead
the Highland Brigade in the South African War.
Another gallant ' ranker ' of the Gordons was
Richard Wadeson, who took ' the Queen's shilling ' in
1843. After fourteen years in the ranks of the 75th
he was given a commission as Ensign on 2nd J une,
1857, at the siege of Delhi. Six weeks later he won
the Victoria Cross by saving the lives of two wounded
privates who were iii grave danger of being murdered
by rebel cavalrymen. In December, 1875, Wadeson
assumed command of the 75th, and in 1881 lie was
appointed Colonel and Lieutenant Governor of Chelsea
Hospital, where he died in 1885.
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Three Books of Interest.
The Battle Book of Ypres. Compiled by
Beatrice Brice. John Murray, 10/6.
The Yfres (Menin Gate) Memorial Register.
Imperial War Graves Commission. H.M.
Stationery Office, 3/ a volume.
A Diary of the FirstFourth Battalion the
Buffs, 19141919. Anon. Printed privately;
can be obtained from Captain R. E. Harbord,
42 Cleveland Square, London, W.2., 6d.
*
*
*
*
To take the smallest first : this little
diary (covering only forty pages) should be
in the hands of everyone who served in the
4th Battalion and will recall many half
forgotten incidents. It consists for the most
part of daily moves, promotions, parades and
sports, all carefully recorded and conveniently
arranged. Occasionally
the
notes
are
expanded where anything of unusual interest
occurs ; for instance, the Capture of Waht
(September, 1915), a Reconnaissance in force
(January, 1916) and the troubles in India
in 1919 are described at length. The net
proceeds from the sale of this book, which is
nicely got up, are to go to regimental charities.
Continued in next Column.
R e c o r d s o f O t h e r R e g i m e n t s — continued.
On July 1st, 1881, the 75th. 92nd and Royal
Aberdeenshire Highlanders Militia were amalgamated
as 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of The Gordon
Highlanders. The 75th, who were at Malta at
the time, paraded in kilts once more on Waterloo Day,
June 18th, 1882 They were nicknamed " The Strada
Reale Highlanders," and the riddle used to be asked
" What is the difference between the 92ud and the
75tli ?" the answer being " The 92nd are real High
landers, but the 75th are Strada Reale Highlanders."
The change from trews to kilts was also commemorated
by a memorial tablet (erected. I believe, at Floriana,
Malta) bearing the following inscription :—
" Here lies the poor old Seventy Fifth,
But under God's protection,
They shall arise in Hose and Kilt,
A glorious Resurrection.
For by tlie transformatory power
Of Parliamentary Laws,
We go to bed the Seventy Fifth,
And rise the Ninety Twa's."
The subsequent services of the Gordons, in Egypt,
India (where they distinguished themselves again at
Dargai), in South Africa, aud in France, Belgium and
Italy during the Great War (when they had twentyone
battalions) are too well known to need more than
a passing reference. The V.C.'s of The Gordon
Highlanders number 17. and their Battle Honours 87.
The regimental nickname of " The Gay Gordons " is
of doubtful origin. The bonnet badge is a stag's head
arising from a coronet (the crest of the Marquis of
Huntiy) within a wreath of ivy leaves, and the Gaelic
motto BY DANE (Onward) below. The Tiger is worn
as a collar badge.
R. MAURICE HILL.
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On the Menin Gate Memorial are inscribed
the names of 497 officers and men of the Buffs
whose bodies have never been recovered, and
of these, 347 were killed whilst serving in the
2nd Battalion. The names on the Memorial
itself are grouped together near the column
on the immediate right as one passes through
from the northeast. Their position can be
seen from the illustration which is taken from

Menin Gate Memorial
from the NorthEast.

the Introduction to the Register. The names
in the Register are not grouped by regiments
as on the Memorial, so that a purchaser must
order that part which contains the name he
seeks. There are thirtyseven parts. The
Introduction, which is the same in each part,
describes the Memorial in detail, as also the
Tvne Cot and Passchendaele Memorials. It
is well printed on good paper and has excellent
plans and photographs of different aspects
of each Memorial.
Miss Beatrice Brice set herself an almost
impossible task in trying to compile, from
regimental accounts of various episodes in the
Salient, a coherent whole. The arrangement
of the Battle Book of Ypres, as is not
surprising, is not altogether satisfactory, and
gives the casual reader a rather muddled
feeling; but it is full of good reading and,
with the aid of the index, the episodes from
the History of the Buffs, which she has chosen,
can be easily found. There is a good general
account of the 2nd Battle of Ypres, with
special accounts of the 2nd Battalion at
Keerselaere from 22nd April, 1915, up to the
day of Colonel Geddes's death on the 2Sth,
aud again at Gravenstafel on the 1st May,
1915. The gallantry of the 7th Battalion at
Poelcapelle on the 22nd October, 1917, is also
described, and the account well justifies their
title of the " shining seventh."
E.W.T.
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T h e Past and Present Association.
A r INUTES of the 70tli meeting of the Regimental
IV'
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Depot on Saturday, 3rd September, at 6 p.m.
Present :—
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lt.Colonel R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. (in the Chair).
Major E. C. Norman
Captain G. R. Flo we, representing O.C. Depot.
Lieut. F. G. Crozier, representing 1st Bn.
MINUTES of tlie last meeting were approved and
signed bv the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
THE BOOK OF LIFE.—The request by the Embassy
Film Co, for authority to photograph and produce
in an Armistice Film, this ceremony having been
referred to General Paget, who disapproved of the
suggestion, it was agreed that no further action was
necessary. The Secretary reported that lie had
conveyed General Pagct's decision to the Dean.
COTTAGE HOMES.—The Secretary reported that
No. I Cottage had now been vacated ; it was decided
that :—
(«) Tenders should be called for in respect to necessary
repairs aud decorations.
(b) That tlie Editor of The Dragon should be asked
to advertise the vacant home in the next
issue, and that previous applicants should be
notified, so that if still desirous of obtaining
one of the cottages, they might resubmit their
applications for the consideration of the
Committee.
MEMORIALS. The expenditure of
£2 !0s. in
connection with the repairs to the grave of Captain
H. Magill was approved, and it was decided that the
Secretary should write to Colonel J. Steele, at the
Royal Hospital, Kihnainham, asking him to see the
work carried out.
Past and Present Association.
PAST AND PRESENT DINNER.—In view of General
Paget having nominated MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Bainbridge to answer foi him during his absence from
England, it was decided that the latter officer should
be invited to take the Chair at the Annual Dinner on
the 22nd October.
FINANCE:—
(a) A grant of £7 10s. to the widow of exSgt. —
was approved.
(b) An appeal for assistance submitted on behalf of
Mr.
was not approved, owing to the very
short period (one month) this man had served
with the Regiment.
(c) A loan up to £10, to Mr.
to assist him moving
his home from Ashford to Woking where he
had obtained
work,
was approved ; the
Secretary to, as far as possible, satisfy himself
that the minimum necessary expenditure only
be incurred.
(d) It was decided, subject to review, that the driver
of the Association lorry should be granted 1 Id.
a mile for all journeys made by the vehicle, for
which payment at" the rate of 9d. a mile
is received.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided, subject to.
General Bainbridge's approval, the next Committee
meeting should be held in London at 10.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 5th October.
DISBURSEMENTS.
1927.
Aug. 18. Grant
Grant
Grant
20. Grant
Grant
20. Grant
22. Grant

£ s. d.
2 0 0
1 10

0

2
3

0
0

1 0 0

2

0
0

0

0

1 0 0

£ s. d.
2 0 0
3 10 0
1 5 4

1927.
24. Grant
Loan
25. Grant
Grant
26. Grant
30. Grant
Sept. 1. Grant
3. Grant
9. Grant
16. Grant
Grant
17. Grant

Aug.

8

0

!

0

0

0

0 10
3 0
7 10
0 10

0
0
0
0
0

0 10 0
0 10 0

DONATIONS.
Aug. 25.
29.
31.
Sept. 5.

1

3

Miss F. llarlev
Captain Nugent
W. A. Kneel, Esq. ...
Mr. J. Barton
Mr. W. Mitchell
...

.:.

1 1 0
1 1 0
I 1,0
0 I 0
0

2

0.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. C. H. Town, Mr. H. F. Hart, Mr. IJ. Morley, Mr. A. F. Saunders,
Mr. A. C. Cheeseman, Mr. R. Vincent, Mr. W. A. Kneel, Mr. W. G.
Dcgent, Mr. W. Fuller, Mr. R. W. Dixon, Mr. J. Tabrctt, Colonel W. II
F. Kelly (Life Member).

London Branch.
The eighth meeting of the above Branch took place
on the 17th September last. We were privileged to
have General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell in the Chair,
Col. Findlay, Capts. Cornev and Stone. Before the
meeting, the General distributed sprigs of White
Heather for luck, an act very much appreciated.
Letters regretting inability to attend were read'from
General R. McDouall, Capt. (Bobbie) Child, Sgt. J.
Smith, V.C., and Mr. W. H. Tozer.

Major James and JZapt. Enright.
Major James proposed in a delightful speech
a hearty vote of thanks be accorded the Past ant
Present Association, Colonel Findlay, the Officer
Commanding the Depot and Officers, Sgt.Major Pottc
and all other ranks for the generous hospitality an
warm welcome given the London Branch on their vis
to Canterbury. A total of 56 members atteude31
which, considering the distance, gave proof of ti
affection for the old regiment and he hoped next ye
it would be 150. The tea provided was more 1
a dinner aud the sumptuous feast on the Sunday nr
one think " This is costing something !" With
firework display, dancing and march to the Catlied _
it was all a wonderful show, and, speaking from x in
heart—not mere formal or empty words—he, on b(ing,
of the London Branch, tendered his sincerest thcejs
to each and all, especially our Secretary, Co'
Findlay, for the success of the Depot Cricket
J 
and kindness shown. The vote was seconded b"
Austin and carried unanimously.

THE DRAGON

737

South Africa from within by Car.

S

OUTH African roads have [remained a byeword
with some English people since the Boer War.
Yet, not only the roads, but conditions of life generally
have improved out of all knowledge since that time,
and motorists who are looking for a change from
Continental touring might do well to turn their
attention to the Union. The main railway lines of the
country run, as a rule, through the less interesting
parts and the trains are slow, but a journey by road
can be planned so as to include historical oldfashioned
places aud much fascinating scenery which the traveller
by rail misses. The facilities now offered to intending
motor tourists are exceptionally good, and those
returning within six months are granted special
shipping rates for their cars, which are carried on board
ship uncrated. The import duty is refunded ou leaving
the country. Any make of English car is perfectly
well suited to South African conditions in dry weather,
and every type of car is encountered on the road, from
baby models of English make to the latest bigengined
product of America. It is good to see that the small,
economical English car is now becoming so popular,
in spite of its initial cost, not only because of its
reliability, but because petrol costs 4/6 per gallon iu
the more remote districts, though only 2/3 at the coast.
The writer, though resident in the country for some
years past, determined, ou disembarking at Capetown
after a trip to Europe, to see what attractions the
countrside could offer to a motoring visitor with only
limited means at his disposal. As, with very few
exceptions, the roads are not macadamized, and, in
consequence, barely practicable in wet weather, March
was the month selected for the start from Capetown.
In ordinary seasons, the dry winter weather can be
relied upon to continue for four or five months from
then onwards. The car was a lowpriced English
twoseater, one passenger was taken, and the dicky
carried enough luggage to last ten days, extra suit
cases being sent on by passenger train. Good maps
and road books are obtainable at all large towns, where,
too, the various automobile associations are most
obliging, whether one is a member or not, and garages
abound everywhere. The plan was to travel to
Durban, along tlie coast line as far as possible, but,
according to the state of the roads and the weather,
to alter the route if necessary and to average about 120
miles a day.

The first day's halt, at Caledon Baths, provided the
first pleasant surprise in the shape of a palatial hotel,
which would have done credit to Bath or Buxton.
Thence, via Heildelberg, to Mossel Bay (256 miles
from Capetown)—where fine oysters were 1/ a dozen—
the road led through a lovely and prosperous farming
country, celebrated for merino sheep, wheatgrowing
and, a rare tiling in South Africa, an alltheyearround
rainfall. Then, ou to Port Elizabeth, through country
which, for grand scenery, is the best known part of the
Union, where the wellgraded road ran for many miles
up and down the precipitous gorges of the "forests
around Knysna, whose snug little harbour reminds
one of Dartmouth. This road, though narrow, has
an excellent surface and, in the course of its windings
through thick forests, many blind corners, which call
for careful driving. There is one bad bit of sand which
can be avoided by making a detour inland.
At Humewood, a rising suburb of Port Elizabeth
(519 miles from Capetown), life was so pleasant that
three or four days were spent there very enjoy ably.
As the cost of living in a strange land is an important
item, it is worth noting that 12/6 a day, or four guineas
a week, is the usual rate charged in the best hotels in
the big towns, and tipping only comes to a nominal
sum. Their accommodation is quite uptodate and it
is perfectly good in the less pretentious hotels, at a
smaller charge, though the bathrooms are a bit
primitive. One little boarding house, a hundred miles
from anywhere in either direction, only charged 7/6
for the night and board. Fruit is universally good and
cheap, whilst the bottled beer of the country is
excellent and the tobacco too, besides being onethird
tlie price it is in England. The old Boer tobacco has
quite gone out now.
Unseasonable rains were reported to have spoilt
the roads of the mountainous coast district further
to the north, so the route was changed in order
to travel further inland via the Orange Free State,
This necessitated going to the Westward of Basutoland,
entering Natal from the north west instead of from the
south and adding 200 miles to the trip. It is important
that the traveller should keep himself informed as to
recent weather conditions in districts ahead of him,
since a timely detour will avoid bad roads, and, if that
be not possible, a short wait will give the muddy roads
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A typical road in Cape Colony.
time to dry in a country where the sun shines almost
every day. All through the Cape Colony, and, to
a lesser extent in the Free State, tiie numerous gates
which have to be opened and shut are a great nuisance,
though, after some practice and with a little method,
the passenger becomes very agile at that job.
On the first day out from Port Elizabeth the way
lay through the Acldo Bush, where elephants still exist
and where rain is almost unknown, to the foot of a hill
110 less than 18 miles loug. This is tlie Zuurberg
ascent and marks the rise of the country from the
coast to the middle veldt, and though it is a loug pull,
3,000 feet up, it was a pleasant and easy climb, with
good gradients and a smooth surface all the way.
After stopping for the night at a couple of dorps, and
passing along some wellirrigated citrusgrowing
valleys, one arrives at the border town of Aliwal North
(833 miles froui Capetown). Then for a day through
the Free State, where recent rains had damaged the
roads so that a diversion was made into Basutoland,
where the Colonial Office government has made an
excelleut road running almost the whole lengtfi of the
little Protectorate. Quitting Basutoland via Lady
brand, a very fine farming district was traversed to
Bethlehem, though the roads were, for the first time,
onlv good in parts. Thence, by an excellent new
motor road to Harrismith. The whole of this district
is much improved since the 2nd Battalion was
quartered there over twenty years ago, but only one
or two old friends of the Regiment could be found
alive. Natal was visible, a wonderful view in fine
weather, from the top of Van Reenen's Pass (1.'75
miles from Capetown), whence a new and beautifully
engineered road led down the steep mountain side to
Ladysmith, where most tourists will want to stop toi
n few days.

Main road through the Karoo, after rain.

Roads through the Addo Bush where Elephants still exist.
(A 11 right in dry weather).
From the Pass to Durban is only 195 miles of hilly,
but good going, the last 30 miles into Durban being
tarred, but the beautiful scenery of Natal encourages
loitering and side roads into tlie Drakensburg or into
Zululand are plentiful and not too bad for cars. Natal
roads are innocent of gates, but, in wet weather, owing
to much washingout on the steep slopes, are atrocious.
For those to whom time is an object, it is an easy day's
run from Ladysmith to Durban (1,370 miles from
Capetown), where one can nowadays get more
comfort, sport and society than in any other overseas
town in the Empire. Including stoppages, eighteen
days were taken for the trip. Not only civility, but the
truest oldfasliioned courtesy is universal amongst
both Dutch and English met en route. The garages
in the large towns are uptodate and efficient, but
elsewhere, the motor mechanics are, as a rule, more
willing than efficient, though charges arc low. One
puncture only was experienced, and that due to pure
accident, whilst bottom gear was rarely required. It
is most inadvisable to attempt short cuts, aud there
are quite sufficient fingerposts
to point out the right
road. Golf links can be found in nearly every dorp
and very welllaidout grass ones in the big centres.
The foregoing only describes a tithe of the
possibilities open to the motorist in the Union. In
Southern Rhodesia—which is reached nowadays by
a good main road running up north through the
Transvaal from Pretoria—great strides have been
lately made in road and bridge building. Cars bearing
Rhodesiau number plates can be frequently seen
passing through the Union, aud their owners all say
that the road's are better in their own country than
further south, though that is an improvement of very

A river bridge in Cape Colony.
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recent years. In any case, all South Africa (except the
south west mandated territory) and the southern half
of Rhodesia, is now easily accessible to any motorist
possessing a reliable car, and a modicum of spare cash.
Also, anything is better tliau putting the latter into
alien pockets on the " Coutinong."
S. L. P. BARKER.

A river bridge in Basutoland.

I pontoon crossing in Cape Colony.

How to get "The Dragon."
fTOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :
1

year 8/, 6 months pff, y months 2/.

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

Correspondence.
DRAGON MOTOR MASCOT.
Dear Mr. Editor,
Am glad to inform your readers that the list is
mounting towards the first fifty,
so much so, that
I have seen Mr. Kimber of Messrs. Mappin and Webb,
Ltd., who have the matter in hand, that he has
instructed the designer to start 011 the model at once,
so am hoping tlie time will not be long before those
who have supported the scheme, will be able to adorn
their radiators with the Dragon.
Messrs. Mappin and Webb have kindly consented
to forward all mascots direct from their works, so all
those who are having, or desirous of having, the mascot,
kindly forward me a cheque, or postalorder for 28/
(27/ for the mascot and 1/ for postage and packingb
These will be forwarded with a list to Messrs. Mappin
and Webb, as they inform me they will not forward
any mascot without the order being initialed by me,
so that 110 unauthorised person can get one. All
cheques, etc., to be sent to Captain Robert Child, East
Ferring House, Ferring, Sussex.
Yours very truly,
R. CHILD.
NIGERIA.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Sir,
O11 and after September 8th will you please send
my copy of The Dragon to the following address :—
Cardross, Gordon Grove, WestgateonSea, Kent.
I shall be leaving Calabar for U.K. about September
27th, per 5.5. Appam.
I have the honour to be. Sir,
3rd B11. Nigeria Regt.,
Your obedient servant.
Calabar,
W. G. STEWART, C.S.M.
Nigeria.
AUTUMN GOLF MEETING.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Sir,
In connection with the Golf Meeting, to be held
next month, there will be a dinner in the Officers' Mess,
Depot the Buffs, 011 Thursday, October 20th. The
P.M.C. would be glad if any members of the Golfing
Society, who desire to dine in, would notifv him as
early as possible.
Yours faithfully,
C. J. WOOD, Capt.,
P.M.C.
AN OLD FRIEND.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Sir,
A few lines to sav how sorry I am, when reading
about your Cricket Week, I was" not there, as 1 would
have had the pleasure of seeing General Onunauey.
I was with him in the operations in Perak, 18756;
he was captain at that time. I see he is the same age
as myself, 78. I should likewise have seen F,xSgt.
Major Bennell. I stayed two days in Windsor 011 my
way home and I had a long talk with my old Captain,
now Col. R. S. H. Moody. He was glad to see me for
we had not met one another for fortvfive years. I met
him at his quarters. He is a Knight of Windsor in the
Castle, and I was glad to see him looking so well.
I had not met Mrs. Moody before, but she was very
nice, and treated my wife and I verv kindly.
Well, sir, I hope you are keeping quite well ; you
have my address if you ever get near to Proud Preston,
so goodbye.
72 Lytham Road,
From an " Old Buff,"
Fulwood,
JOHN BUTLER.
Preston.
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SHANGHAI.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
I see by ray last Dragon that I am late for the bus
as usual, aud hasten to make amends. The usual
guinea to the Past and Present Association and Dragon
subscription herewith.
I get a big kick out of the paper, which, if I may
say so, gets better every month. It is a very useful
means of keeping in touch with Buffs' doings.
We are very military here in these days and the
various units have made themselves very popular.
You could not hope to see a finer set up lot of men, and
as far as their behaviour goes, the old saying, " Tommy
is always a gentleman " .is as true as ever. I under
stand that if nothing happens in the meantime, most
of them will be returning before the end of the year,
but that two battalions will be retained in Hong Kong,
two here and two up north, as a part of the China
Command. Everything is very quiet now, but the
' nationalists ' " idea of taxation is proving very
unpopular and may, as we all hope, be the means of
getting them kicked out. If not, the cost of living will
be prohibitive and very few businesses, Chinese or
Foreign, be able to keep going.
I hope that you are keeping well. We have had
rather a terrific summer and most folk look rather
jaded.
With best wishes.
Yours sincerely,
Shanghai.
A. C. NUGENT.
AN OI,D RECORD.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
The enclosed paper was flying about my room five
minutes ago and I decided that it might go to
The Dragon as these old papers are seldom come across.
Parry was adjutant of the Calcutta Volunteer Rifles ;
the last time I saw him was in the War Office. Please
give him my salaams.
I want to write something for the paper, but have
been very busy.
1 Esplanade East,
Yours truly,
Calcutta.
H. HOBBS.
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To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
It is now nearly four years since I left the
1st Battalion at Gibraltar, and during this time—
except for three months spent in the " old country "—
I have been in Canada. I feel keenly the desire to hear
from many of my old pals whom I served with in the

" Band " for over nine years, so I am enclosing the
amount for a year's subscription to The Dragon.
I would deem it a great favour of you, if you could find
space in your valuable monthly to insert this letter.
I have met one of the old boys in the person of Dan
McDonough, late Drummer of the 1st Battalion. He
is now in Ottawa and doing fine. Many readers of this
will remember " Chic Forrest," also of the 1st Battalion
Band. He is now serving with the Royal Canadian
Regimental Band and is stationed in Loudon, Ontario.
I have also served with the Canadian Forces, having
completed three years with the Band of " Princess
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry " and in 1924 made
the trip to Wembley and played at the Exhibition for
six weeks. While I was there I met several of the old
boys including Jim O'Donnell, Johnny Clements and
Tubby Collins. I am now settled permanently in
Winnipeg, having a good job in one of the theatres here
and getting along splendidly. Well, I must not take
up too much of your valuable space, so I guess I will
say " Au Revoir " for the present, wishing the good
old Dragon continued success and very best wishes to
the Band and all of my old comrades.
I remain,
406 Cathedral Avenue,
Yours very sincerely,
St. John's,
T. WHITE (CHALKXEY).
Winnipeg, Late 6278433 Bdsmn. 1st Bn.
Manitoba, Canada.

Sir,

SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928 EDITION.

Major Hartley, the Secretary of the Army Sport
Central Board, has been kind enough to place a number
of complimentary copies of the 1928 edition of this
diary at my disposal for distribution to the Editors of
Service Journals. A copy will lie forwarded to you
immediately on publication.
The 1928 edition has once again been improved in
conformity with ideas and suggestions which have
been put forward, and there can be little hesitation in
saying that it will be the most complete, and at the
same time, most convenient diary obtainable at a
strictly popular price.
The diary contains 144 pages of matter in
connection with Service, InterService and other sport,
very complete sporting records, and all the other useful
information contained in the 1927 edition. These
pages have now been perforated, so that any which
are not of personal interest may be easily removed in
order to make the book flatter
and more convenient
for the pocket.
The spaces in the daily diary have been slightly
enlarged and 16 pages for personal memoranda have
been added.
It would be appreciated if you would be so good
as to publish an announcement that the diary
will be ready early in December and will, as in past
years, be obtainable from Messrs. Alfred Hayes, Box
Offices, 26 Old Bond Street, W. 1., and 74 Cornhill,
E.C., or by Members of His Majesty's Forces from any
N.A.A.F.I. Institute or Headquarters N.A.A.F.I.,
Imperial Court, Upper Kennington Lane, Kennington,
S.E. 11.
The price rem ains the same as in the past:—
Bound in blue leather, with pocket and pencil, 2/6.
Bound in cloth, without pocket or pencil, 1/6.
(postage extra).
The diary will be advertised on publication.
Yours faithfully,
C. FRASER,
Publicity Department,
Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes.
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CANADA.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Keble in this building, just before.lie went on leave,
asked me to send you a photograph which was given
to me during my visit to the Royal Military College,
Kingston, Canada, together with a key to it. I enclose
the photograph and the key is attached on a separate
paper. I have also added a few notes after the key
in case they may be of some interest.
The War Office,
Yours sincerely,
London, S.W. 1.
J. D. DELAHAYE.
*

*

*

*

Looking at the photograph from left to right :—
1. Walking out dress, blue with cape—Corporal.
2. Walking out dress, scarlet tunic—Sergeant.
3. Full dress, winter, with overshoes and grey lamb
cap.
4. Recreation kit, used also for P.T. and Gymnastics.
5. Parade dress, winter.
6. Riding kit.
7. Full dress, summer order.
8. Walking out kit, spring and autumn.
9. Snowshoes and winter outdoor recreation kit.
It is not fully realised by those who have never
been to Canada how severe the winter is, even on the
Southern Border.
The life and recreations of the cadets depend far
more on questions of climate than in England. Tlie
winter is long, and even in midApril the snow aud

slush have not disappeared and it is possible to enjoy
ice yachting on the lake up to the end of March.
During the winter months the ordinary English out
door recreations are not possible, and as the summer
itself is very short, little or no cricket can be played,
for it takes nearly a month after the snow has gone
before the ground can be played on.
At the end of the winter, during which nearly all
the instruction has to be carried out indoors, one often
gets the impression that the cadets have been
hibernating, and it takes quite a month before they
get physically fit and look really fresh and strong. In
the summer months, therefore, little time is devoted
to indoor work and energy is concentrated on practical
outdoor military training, especially in engineering.

TIIE LONDON IRISH RIFI.ES.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Sir,
It is a very great privilege to be not only a very
old friend of the Buffs, but also, through your kindness,
a constant reader of The Dragon. I trust, therefore,
that you will permit me to give you a little information
in connection with an interesting point raised in your
current number. The writer of the admirable article
on the London Irish Rifles says that, to the best of his
belief, the London Irish and the Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers were the only two Irish regiments to possess
a pipe band in prewar days. It may not be amiss
to call attention to the fact that at least as early as
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1911, the 3rd Battalion of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers
possessed a pipe band, and the same thing is true of
two units of His Majesty's Army (to which, I admit,
the term " regiments " cannot be applied), the O.T.C.
Contingent of Queen's University, Belfast and that of
Dublin University (Trinity College). The latter of
these two Contingents I had the honour to command
until it was disbanded upon the establishment of the
Free State in 1922.
I venture to write you this letter because to those
of us who survive, the memory of our long and intimate
connection with the 1st Battalion of the Buffs is very
dear. It was my own good fortune to learn most of
what I know about soldiering from attachment to that
Battalion ; and, if I may say so without undue
presumption, I cannot forbear to regard myself as
having really belonged to it. May I add the expression
of the pride' I have felt in reading of the compliments
paid by General Sir Arthur Paget to the 2nd Battalion ;
and may I offer my very sincere congratulations to
my old 'friend, Colonel Lucas and all ranks upon the
distinction lately won during the 3rd Divisional
Manoeuvres at Aldershot ?
I am, Sir,
34 Trinity College,
Faithfully yours,
Dublin.
R. W. TATE,
(Major).
Late Coindg. D.U. O.T.C.

Matters of Interest.
ARMY LIST,

1831.

Succession of Colonels, 3rd Foot The Buffs.
Richard Sydney ...
Sir Walter Vane ...
John, Earl of Mulgrave ...
Philip, Earl of Chesterfield
John, Earl of Mulgrave ...
Sir Theophilus Oglethorp
Charles Churchliill
John, Duke of Argyll
J ohn Selwyn
Archibald, Earl of Forfar
Charles Wills
Thomas, Earl of Londonderry ...
William Tatton ...
Thomas Howard
George Howard ...
John Crawford ...
Ralph Burton
Jeffrey, Lord Amhurst, K.B. ...
William Style
Thomas Hall
Charles Leigh
Sir Plenry Clinton G.C.B., G.C.H.
Sir George Don,

31
12
12
6
26
25
31
24
26
4
5
26
24
27
21
13
12
7
21
18
29
8
21

Mar. 1665
Aug. 1668
Dec. 1673
Nov. 16S2
Jan. 1684
Oct. 1685
Dec. 1688
Feb. 1707
Feb. 1711
April 1713
Jan. 1716
Aug. 1726
Nov. 1729
June 1737
Aug. 1749
May 1763
Nov. 1764
Nov. 1768
April 1779
April 1786
Dec. 1809
Aug. 1815
Dec. 1S29

STAFF COLLEGE.
TIIE WARRIORS' CHAPEL AND THE ROLL OK HONOUR.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
When I sent you the Star's account of a recruit
turning a page of our Roll, I stupidly omitted to
endorse it "not for publication." Candidly I knew
it to be so utterly untrue in detail that it never
occurred to me to refer you, for tlie true account, to
The Dragon of August, 1926.
However, I now feel it only due to myself
to say that no meeting ever took place in the Cathedral
(or anywhere else) between Mr. Graily Hewitt, Major
J ackson and myself.
When the Roll was placed on the lectern last year,
Mr. Hewitt told me that he would like a page to be
turned regularly and the idea, which has now
materialized into the charming little ceremony which
takes place daily, occurred to me. I asked the Dean
whether, if the O.C. Depot could arrange it and the
Regimental Committee approved, he would have any
objection.
Ultimately I made the suggestion to Major Jackson
and, of course, the detail of the ceremony was settled
by him.
It may be of interest to add that tlie choice of tlie
recruit was to be governed by " good conduct and
special attention to duty."
I am. Sir,
Yours faithfully,
Naval and Military Club.
26th September, 1927.

F. W. TOMLINSON,
Major.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
No. VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address.

Entrance Examination.
It is officially announced that an examination for
entrance to the Staff College at Camberley will be held
February—March of next year, for the course
commencing in January, 1929. At this examination
there will be open to general competition, 27 vacancies
to be filled by officers of the British Army (Cavalry,
R.A., R.E., Royal Signals, Infantry, R. Tank Corps
and R.A.S.C.)
1 vacancy for the Royal Marines ;
6 for the Indian Army, and 6 for Overseas Dominion
Forces. In addition to these, the Army Council will
offer about 19 vacancies to be filled by nomination
from the British Army, the Indian Army, the Royal
Navy and tlie Royal Air Force.
OFFICERS' PROMOTION EXAMINATIONS.
Military History.
The following books are officially recommended for
Army Officers' promotion examinations, for the study
of the Campaigns specified : Brig.Gen. J. E. Edmonds'
Military Operations. Vol. I., France and Belgium, 1914,
for the study of the Campaign, "France, 1914";
Brig.Gen. F. J. Moberly's Mesopotamian Campaign,
191418, Vol. III., for the Campaign " Mesopotamia,
191617 " ; Maj.Gen. Sir M. C. E BowmanMani
fold's Outline of the Egyptian and Palestine Campaign,
191418, for the Campaign " Palestine, 191718 " ;
and, for the " Waterloo, 1815 " Campaign, either
Ropos' The Campaign of Waterloo or Wellington's
Campaigns,
Peninsula—Waterloo
(180815), ^ and
Moore's Campaign of Comma by Maj.General C. W.
Robinson ; or Captain A. F. Becke's Napoleon and
Waterloo. When official histories of the campaigns
selected for examinations have been published, they
should be studied. Historical facts and details will not
be required. It is rather a study of the Campaign,
read in conjunction with the various manuals of the
Service which is aimed at, and which will allow
candidates to benefit from the experience of the past.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
MEMBERSHIP.
N additional member to tlie Society is Mr. R. E.
Knocker, thus bringing the total membership up
to 143.

A

THE AUTUMN MEETING.
Up to and including the 30tli September, the
following had notified their intention of being present
at the Autumn Meeting, 51 in all:—.
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell.
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall.
Colonels W. H. Trevor, J. Body and H. Findlay.
Lt.Colonels C. E. Baynes, F. B. Dyne, L. W. Lucas
and E. B. Burns.
Majors C. K. Black, Eric Clarke, G. D. Hickman,
H. E. Ward, B. H. Russell, Ii. S. Hardy, Guy Lee,
F. S. Reeves, F. O. Marchant, A. B. Thomson, B. S.
Collard and J. V. R. J ackson.
Captains H. H. C. Baird, W. C. Lamarque, J. V.
Hitchcock, B. HammoudDavies, C. E. Clouting,
R. de O. Child, Dampier Palmer, V. Newton Moss,
C. E. A. Terry, D. V. Coote, W. V. S. Sinclair, R. W.
Williams, J. Turk, A. Ploward Reed, G. Hamilton and
H. de R. Morgan.
Lieutenants J. E. King, T. N, Penlington, and
F. G. Crozier.
Messrs. P. G. C. Weare, A. W. Twyinan, A. H.
Goodall, R. M. Bourne, W. C. Collins, L. B. Watson,
Gilbert Elliot, C. J. Watson, M. Creswick, Ii. F.
Whitfield, and F. O. Falk.
Members who have not yet returned to the Hon.
Secretary the entry form recently circulated are asked
to do so at their earliest convenience.
THE LYNDENBELL TROPHY.
The LyndenBell Trophy has now been received
from Messrs. Mappin and Webb, who have kindly
supplied us with the following illustration. It is
a delightful piece of work and with such a good entry
already received for the autumn meeting it will be
fceagerly competed for.

MATCHES.
Knole Park.
The conditions could not have been more dismal
than on tlie morning of September 10th, the day of the
match v. Knole Park. Drenching rain made things
so unpleasant and impossible that tlie singles had to
be disbanded, though Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne and Capt.
C. E. Clouting with their respective opponents struggled
through a complete round. In the afternoon an
improvement set in and 4 ball foursomes were played,
resulting in a win for the Society by 3£ matches to 2£.
v.

The Buffs.
H. II. Vertue & H. F. Whitfield
1 up ...
1
Capt. W. C. Lamarque and Lt.
Col. IS. B. Burns, 1 up
F. G. C. Weare & Capt. C. F. A.
Terry, halved
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne Sc Capt. B.
HammondDavies ...
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock & Capt.
C. E. Clouting
Maj.Gen. Sir A. LyndenBell
& F. G. Crozier, 2 up

Knole Park.
P. Roger & A. B. D. Cochrane

0

Lord Kilmaine & Scott Arnott 0
T. Campbell & F. Freeman,
halved
...
...
... A
Lord Sackville & K. O. Smithers,"
3 &2
1
D. Scott Arnott & Capt. G. K.
Mooney, I up
...
... 1
W. R. Simpson and Brig.Gen.
A. C. Bayley
...
... 0

21
v. H e m e B a y .
On Sunday, 18th, an eight aside match was played
in perfect weather by single aud foursomes against
Heme Bay. After the recent heavy rains the course
was very heavy and necessitated much hard hitting.
Singles were played in the morning and lunch was
taken with tlie score all square, the final result being
a win for Heme Bay by 6J matches to 51.
The Puffs.
H. F. Whitfield, 1 up ...
Col. W. H. Trevor, 2 & 1
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne
C. J. Watson ...
...
Capt.B.HammondDavies,2
Lt. F. G. Crozier, 3 & 2
B. H. Russell
Maj. G. T. D. Hickman

...
...

1
1
0
... 0
&! 1
... 1
0
... 0

Heme Bay.
L Sothers
II. V. Stebbings
P. B. Duruford, 3 & 2
S. W. Marshall, 3 & 2...
B. A. Groves ...
W. Wood
E. Gill, 2 & 1
W. L Noylan, 7 & <i ...

FOURSOMES.
Whitfield & Trevor, halved .
Sothers & Stebbings, halved
Dyne & Watson
Duruford & Marshall, 5 & 3 .
HammondDa vies & Crozier,
Groves & Wood
4 &3
Russell & Hickman
Gill & Noylan ...

6)
v. S t . A u g u s t i n e ' s .
Played in boisterous weather, on Sunday, 2nd Oct..
and lost by 12 matches to 8.
The Buffs.
R. M. Bourne
...
Col. W. H. Trevor
Lt.Col. E. B. Burns ...
...
Capt.B.HammonilDavies, 58:3
Lt. H. Wild
Lt. F. C. Crozier, 4 & 3
...
Capt. J. Turk
...
Capt. C. J. Watson, halved ...
Capt. D. V. Coote, 3&2
...
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall
...
Capt. Howard Reed ...
...
Major B. H. Russell

St. AugustinP s.
0 C. H. Cote, 2 St 1
H.
Palmer,
2 up
0
0 W, J. Martin Tomson, 3 8:2
I F. H. Botley ...
...
0 F. C. Child, 2 St 1
1 A. I. Child
0 E. C. Thurston, 2 & 1
0 E. G. Hicks, halved ...
1 B. Henry
0 F. S. Martin, 1 up
...
0 H. C. Child 3&2
0 J. Bishop, 5 8: 4

FOURSOMES.
Bourne 8: Trevor
0 Cole & Palmer, 1 up
. 1
Burns St HammoudDavies,
Tomsou
8:
Botley
0
1
2& 1
1
Wild St Crozier
0 I. Child 8: A. Child, 5 8:4 ..
Hicks
8:
Thurston,
5
&
3
..
.
1
.
0
Turk S: Watson
. 0
Coote 8: McDouall, halved ..., 0 Henry St Martin, halved
. 1
0 Child 8: Bishop, 1 up
Reed 8: Russell
4

12
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The 1st Battalion.
T

THINK that many of
JL
us have discovered
during the last month that
life on the Plains during
the rainy season is not so
bad after all. At any rate,
the signs of activity on the
playing fields on a fine
evening
(though fine
evenings are alas ! all too
few) point to the fact that
we certainly enjoy our
games, for it is no un
common sight to see as
many as three football, two
hockey and two cricket
matches in progress at the same time. Herein
lies one of the great advantages that this
station holds over Gibraltar where a very small
percentage of men were able to turn out to
games.
We are shortly going further afield for our
recreation, too, for in less than a week the
Boxing Team leaves for Mussoorie, to enter
for the 8th Annual Tournament there and they
are followed shortly afterwards by the
Footballers, who go to Simla for the
" Durand "
Cup,
one
of
the
leading
Tournamenta of Northern India. Both Teams
will
meet
formidable
opponents,
more
formidable in fact, than we have been up
against for some years, but we have no doubt
that they will do us credit and they take with
them our best wishes for their success. At
any rate they have been in capable hands,
Sgt. Osborne having had charge of the Boxers
and Sgt. Burville the Footballers. We
commend both for the hard work they have
put in under weather conditions far from
congenial.
Rugby Football has made a welcome
reappearance and we are lucky in having such
an excellent ground for it. Though decidedly
warm for the game, it is splendid exercise and
a good number of enthusiasts take advantage
of it, with the consequence that considerable
talent is being discovered. "A" Company,
under the leadership of Capt. Essell takes the
lead at present, but if other Companies go on
as they have started, the}' will run them close
before the end of the season.
Golf continues to hold sway amongst the
officers
with
the
pastime
known
as
" T.E.W.T." a good second. The golfcourse
has an uncanny knack of drying quickly after
the heaviest of rain, but even its sandy soil
has been hard put to it at times during the last
few weeks.

From the Hills we do not hear very much,
but we gather that our Detachments there are
enjoying themselves. Mr. Williams is to be
congratulated on receiving the temporary
appointment of A.D.C. to Colonel Kennedy,
who is commanding our Division in the
absence of General Franks 011 leave. Colonel
Kennedy, we are sorry to hear, has been far
from well recently, and we all join in wishing
him a speedy recovery.
We also congratulate Captains Wilson and
Reid on their promotion to that rank. May
they remember with kindly sympathy for
many years the " Program " of which they
were so recently members.
We have just heard, too, of the marriage of
Captain Wilkins at home. May we offer to
Captain and Mrs. Wilkins the very best of good
wishes for the future and a hearty welcome
to both when they arrive at Bareilly.
We are all amazed at the versatility of
Engine Drivers !

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was the senior N.C.O. who stated that
he covered himself all over with cold cream
as a cure for prickly heat and how many pots
were necessary for this undertaking ?
THE TRIALS OF A QUARTERMASTER IN INDIA.
The following is a true (almost) series of correspondence which
recently took place between the Quartermaster and a Company Com
mander on the vexed question of the replacement of a creature known
as a Table Boy :—
I.
From :—O.C. "X" Company.
To .—The Q.M.
May a Pass, Barrack, please be issued to Ram Saroop, employed
by my"Company as a Table Boy. He replaces one I had to dismiss at
Ranikhet for theft of eatables.
II.
From —The Q.M.
To:—O.C. "X" Company.
It is regretted that a Pass, Barrack cannot be issued to this Indian
Ram .Saroop for the following reasons :—
(a) The Regimental Kotwal is responsible for the employment of
all Boys, Black, Table.
(b)' Since Bovs, Black, Table are now considered a component part
of the equipment of a Dining Hall, they should, in tlie first instance
be issued from store, after their description and particulars have been
taken, etc. You will probably observe that a disc is affixed to the left
arm which proves bevond doubt that tlie wearer Is an employee of this
Unit. Further you will find on his person a Pass, Barrack, with a
picture of liis smiling face gummed in the lefthand top corner. I
have instructed tlie Regimental Kotwal to produce the goods for issue.
III.
From :—O.C. "X" Companv.
To .—The Q.M.
Thank you ! I learn from your vocabilarly that Boys, Black,
Table, are now an article of store. I suppose therefore, that if I lose one
I am to include him on my monthly list of deficiencies.
IV.
From :—The Q.M.

To:—O.C. "X" Company.
Your presumption is correct. Please take this article on your
current AFB 293 under Section 999, Penal Code. He should report
at my Office on Thursday next for malin test and branding.

THE DRAGON
Sergeants' Mess.
The news from the Sergeants' Mess will be very
limited this month, but I will endeavour to relate our
happenings during the last month.
We have a few members 011 leave and hope they are
having a good time, but I understand that at Ranikhet
they are getting more than tlieir share of rain.
1 believe that " old soldier Clayton " is having a grouse
about the weather since he has left us to go for three
weeks at Ranikhet. Of course we kuow that he is
entitled to say a few words with his service ; anyway
he will receive a special welcome when he comes back
shortly, especially from his old chum, Bill Waters.
There have been some interesting shoots ou the
Miniature Range lately, usually taking place on Sunday
and we managed to beat our Corporals and the
Sergeants of the R.A.S.C. Results are as follows :—
Sergeants v. Corporals :
Sergeants, average 29"9.
Corporals, average, 26'4.
Sergeants won by 35.
Highest Score, Sergeants, 54 (Sgt. MacLean).
Highest Score, Corporals, 48 (L/Cpl. Mullen).
Sergeants (Buffs) v. Sergeants (R.A.S.C.) :
Sergeants (Buffs) total score, 243. Average, 3037.
Sergeants (R.A.S.C.) total score, 114. Average,
1425.
We then had a Pool Bull Shoot, the following
scoring Pool Bulls : R.S.M. Martin, 3 ; Sgt. McLean,
2 ; S/Sgt. Adams, 2.
Our Tennis experts are improving lately, but much
disappointment has been caused lately by the
Monsoons, a generous downpour of rain appearing at
about 3 p.m. daily, and ruining all chances of play,
but sometimes it clears and then on comes " Flogdog
and Partner." By the way this famous couple are
improving aud I believe will enter for the all India
Championship next year. As for the standard of
Tennis, it is worse than a Whist Drive for chatter and
more resembles a musical comedy, with Harry Tate in
the leading part, especially when " Flogdog " is up at
the net. It is obvious why the " Tennis Boys " wanted
to resign as they continually have to run to the
Barber's Shop and Transport Lines to recover balls
expertly placed by our stars. "Anyway the fever has
caught and it is pleasing to see a large crowd anxiously
waiting for a game and we hope shortly to raise a team
and have a few " At Homes " on the court.
Our friends, the members of the 1st D.C.L.I, passed
through our station recently. We are all sorry that
they could not visit our Mess during their short period
here and hope they will have a good time in their new
station, as they are a jolly crowd and deserve a good
station.
Sgt. Phebey is settling down with the Auxiliary
Force, near Calcutta and Sgt. Beer has joined the
I.A.O.C. ; they both appear to be doing well. I hope
they will not forget the old regiment and drop us a line
now and again.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How to sack a Cook ? Ask the President (expert advice given).
Does the Caterer enjoy running the Messing ? If so, would he like
to receive any outside suggestions ?
Where do cabbages and " greenstuff " get to in the summertime ?
Ask tlie Caterer.
What are " Snakebeans " ?
Who is tlie MahJong expert, and does lie like scoring ?

A.T.F.

Sports Notes.
Owing to " hill weather " we have on several
occasions found sports rather " washed out " but have
managed to play a few games of footer and hockey.
During the former we were treated to something which
had unfortunately become more or less a back number
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as far as our Company is concerned, that is a real army
footer match. Both teams and supporters were in fine
form
and
consequently
treated
the
" Depot
Chaubattia " to two of the best games seen here for
about three years. As previous to" this our supporters
have been in poor form, being content with criticism
instead of encouragement, it is to be hoped tliat their
newly found form will stay with us. I should like to
mention that cheering is a good tonic for any team
and that by turning out to cheer in full force they
assist in winning the games almost as much as if they
were actually playing.
I also hope that one in
particular of our Company critics will read this and
bear it in mind, as it is very noticeable how quiet he is
until something goes wrong. A good number of well
known Company sportsmen are, I know, of the same
opinion. The first item on the programme are five
footer matches.
No. 1 game was versus "D" Company, The Lincoln
Regiment and ended in our favour until a score
of 3— 1. The opening stages were rather disheartening
for us, for the Lines, forward line got away directly the
ball was kicked off and gave our defence a very anxious
time. Gibson, however, ably assisted by Cook, kept
matters in hand and eventually cleared and relieved
our defence of the pressure. After a short spell of mid
field play the Lines, forward line got clean through
again and ended a fine combined run by scoring. Our
lads then shook themselves and sat up and took notice.
Long, gaining possession, quickly put his right winger
Frringtou, on the move, who, in turn, took the ball
straight down the line, beating the Lines, left back,
he sent in a shot which their goalie never had a chance
of stopping. J ust before halftime. Long gave us the
lead with a fine ground shot. In the second half, our
boys had matters much their own way, and Marsh
gave us a further lead after sixty minutes play.
Team : Pointer, Gibson, Cook, Purkiss, Prior, Cox,
Krrington, Marsh, Long, Newbury and Ward.
Our opponents in game No. 2 were "B" Coy., The
Lincolns. This time we were beaten to the tune of
4—1. This cannot be considered a heavy defeat, as
we were turning out two teams and therefore had to
play some of our " Dankers." The latter, however,
put up a fine show and proved themselves, to say the
least, good runuersup to some of our Company players.
Team : Painter, Gibson, Russell, Imerson, Prior,
Cox, Ward, Dolan, Marsh, Bourne and Frringtou.
In game No. 3 we met the Dorset Regiment. This
game was more or less a farce, as both sides of the field
were covered with water. Good play, however, was
shown under difficult conditions and if " Teddy " had
been able to control the ball better, he would have
easily scored the hat trick. As it was the only goal of
the game for the Dorsets came in an easy manner.
One of their players whilst about eight yards from goal
tapped the ball goalwards and Joe, making a faulty
gathering, allowed the ball to slide over his arm into the
net. Frringtou, Cox and Clifton seemed to be
thoroughly enjoying tlieir mud bath aud the latter
eventually showed his contempt for it by sitting down
in a huge puddle. Evidently he could not get enough
from the splashes !
Team : Pointer, Gibson, Cook, Cox, Prior, Clifton,
Newbury, Batstone, Long, Marsh and Errington.
The next two games, Nos. 4 aud 5, were the star
ones, when "B" Company the Worcesters were our
opponents. Play in both games was very even and
clean play was the motto, the whistle very seldom
being needed. In the first game, however, one incident
occurred, which I think must be recorded. Half way
through the second half, Cox, whilst in the penalty
area, accidentally handled, for which the referee quite
rightly awarded a penalty. The Worcester player
taking the shot stood and deliberately kicked the ball
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five yards clear of the goal. His action was not to his
team's benefit, that is certain, but it showed the fine
sporting spirit of the player and I should like to
congratulate him for his sporting action. Evidently
he wanted his side to win purely on its merits. It is
reputed to be one of the most sportsmanlike actions
ever seen here, so I hope that the player concerned
will take this honour as a part reward.
The Games : No. 1 was a dingdong battle through
out with the issue iu doubt right to the final whistle.
Good forward play was witnessed on both sides
and both came within the ace of scoring. The pace
was still very fast when half time came. Their goal
came, after about seventy minutes play, from
a scrimmage in the penalty area, their centrehalf
taking a drive at goal whilst Joe was unsighted, being
almost behind Clifton. Our forwards fought hard to
equalize, but full time whistle came before they had
managed it.
Return game : As far as the play is concerned this
was more or less a repetition of the first game, the only
difference being that their score came in the first half.
In this game we tried Cook at righthalf and I have
come to the conclusion after watching his play, that
given a fair chance to get settled in his new position,
he will make a fine halfback. Our teams were : first
game, Pointer, Gibson, Clifton, O'Neil, Prior, Cox,
Marsh, Batstone, Long, Newbury and Errington and
in the second game only one change was made, Cook
displacing O'Neil. Pointer has returned to his true
form iu goal and is playing some fine games. Prior
is also turning out to be a fine centrehalf, but is apt
to kid himself he is an angel, and jumps a bit too high.
These games have caused widespread interest amongst
the Units here and we hope to see some more of them.
Item number two oil the programme is seven games
of hockey. Our lads found it difficult to get settled
down to the loose earth pitches after the grass fields of
Bareilly, but are now settling down and finding their
true form. Our first
opponents were tlie Lincoln
Regiment. Owing to some unfortunate blunder they
were not ready to turn out to time, but they managed
to scrape together a first class scrap team, in fact after
playing them we wondered what their Battalion team
must be like. Our team was by 110 means up to form,
but several exciting incidents were witnessed, although
the score of 3—0 rather flatters us.
Team : Chandler, Redman, Lt. Dewar, Purton,
Wolfe, Baker, Smissen, Cook, Perry, Newbury and
Prior. Perry and Cook (2) were our scorers.
Our next opponents were again the Lincolns. This
time we lost to the tune of 5—2. As already stated iii
footer notes, we were turning out two teams and there
fore had to play some " Fresh Uns." Our team were
on the defence throughout. Smissens and Cook were
our scorers.
In game three we met the Dorset Regiment. A
very cleanly and evenly contested game ended in our
favour by the odd goal in three. Our defence played
an excellent game, especially Pratt, our goalie, who
made some miraculous saves. Long obtained both
our goals after a fine combination play by our forwards.
Team : Pratt, Lt. Dewar, Purton, Purkiss, Baker,
Smissens, Goddard, O'Neil, Price and Cook.
We next met the Details, to whom we lost by the
score of 2—1. This was a hard fought game, in which
we tried out some fresh players, the pick of whom was
Franklin, who played a steady game in that very
difficult position, left half. A little more practice with
the stick and concentration on setting his forward line
in motion should win a place in the Company team for
him. Smissens was our scorer.

Team : Pratt, Lt. Dewar, Perry, O'Neil, Baker,
Franklin, Newbury, Long, Cook, Price and Smissens.
Our next game versus the Dorsets had perforce to
be abandoned after 50 minutes play, owing to a heavy
storm arising.
Good play had been witnessed under difficult
conditions, during which both teams scored twice,
Cook getting both our goals.
Team : Pratt, Lt. Dewar, Perry, O'Neil, Baker,
Smissens, Newbury, Fletcher, Long, Cook and Purkiss.
Numbers six aud seven games were thrilling affairs
between the " Dankers," when DieHards from 13 and
14 Platoons met Crusaders from 15 and 16 Platoons.
From the " Bully off " the dust flew and it was not
until this had settled down that the ball was found
lying in the centre of the field.
Butler " Gibbs "
thought it was time to have a knock, so took matters
in hand and with a mighty hit at the ball, sent it over
to " Pansy " Moore, " Crusaders' " winger. This
player made a fine run through, but getting tired,
passed to Bourne, his centre forward, who promptly
took the ball in the circle aud made a wild shot at goal
to be pulled up by the whistle for putting his stick in
his ear as a clerk would a pen. From the free hit.
Price, " Stiffy " got the ball and tried to do some clever
things until someone got in his way. After this fine
piece of work the same player was seen running wild
with a bandage round his forehead. Why, is still a
mystery, but anyway, 110 scars have been noticed.
Half time came with no score. After a smoke the
lads lined up again and Bourne, gaining possession
and seeing a net somewhere down the field, evidently
thought lie would like to put the ball in it. Anyway,
he made a dash down and hit the bottom board, thus
putting the Crusaders ahead. The DieHards tried
hard to equalize, but, alas ! " died hard." The game
was in the capable hands of Cpl. Cook and Purton.
The former had an advantage, being so high up that he
could easily look down on tlie players, whilst the latter
had " Ballow " for assistance.
Game number seven was more or less a repetition
of the first with the exception that the DieHards won
by the only goal. Some exciting incidents were
witnessed in both these games and we cannot see why
the Dankers should not treat us to these thrills more
often. L/Cpl. Richardson and Pte. Long took charge
of the second meeting and after watching tlie latter's
tired display, we are glad that the former was there,
who certainly did his job properly. The following
of the " Dankers " showed promising form and we hope
to see them out more in future. The first named was
the pick of the bunch and should get a trial in the
Company team : Plills, Price, Bourne, Moore, Butler
and Mills.
This ends our monthly programme and I close these
notes eagerly anticipating some fine
weather as
a series of InterPlatoon Sports have been arranged,
of which I hope to have a few good things to say next
month.
13 Platoon's Corner.
After elaborate preparation and an interesting Instructional Course
our lads settled down to Classification. During the Instructional,
our Company Commander, to encourage good shooting, made an order
that fifty per cent, points were to be obtained at each practice. This
worked smoothly until our last practice which was :—Five Rounds
fired in the Standing Load position firing at a " Running Man." Before
tlie morning had passed the " Man " earned for himself some curious
names, e.g., " Charleston Baby," " Globe Trotter, " "A.T.," etc.,
which we hope made up for tlie number of shots he somehow dodged.
A deep sigh of relief was heard all round the Range when the Company
Commander announced " No repetition at this practice" and several
were heard to exclaim : " Does not want to be," or "I'll be repeating
till my boat arrives." Our firing
gave every satisfaction and
we obtained a second class average with 687, which was, to say the
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least, very fair as it was an experimental course and other Companies
had fared rather badly. We had three marksmen in Purton, Brice
and Baker, II First Class Shots, 13 Second Class Shots and
one "Bung," Brnckley being the holder of that doubtful honour. We
wonder if " Crongy " helped him, for we know he was sweating 011 the
four " Chips" as he is " picing" up for " Civvy Street." Our Lewis
Gun Section did not do quite so well which was probably due to
" Fishy" getting No. 2 stoppages without putting a magazine 011 the
post. Their results are
L/Cpl. Fletcher, 1st Class ; L/Cpl. lames,
Ptes. Dolan and Bundock, 2nd class, whilst L/Cpl. Watts, Ptes. Ward
and Barton join Pte. Brnckley's band of hopefuls for next year's course.
No. 1 won the Section Competition with a first class average, 74"8.
No. 4 came second, with Crongy's famous trio drawing up in the rear.
After completing the course wc commenced our Individual Training
and the "lads" are becoming excellent " Khud " climbers, especially
" The Ass," " Charleston Babv," " Charlie," " Rosy," " Elsie " and
" Crongy's Famous Trio." We wonder what will happen to the last
named when they lose their " Big Noise." "Joe," our tattooed artist,
managed to perform the duties of Orderly Corporal for a whole week
without falling sick, which leaves us amazed at his wonderful pluck.
" Stiffy " got an awful shake on as he was warned for guard, but
evidently a mistake had been made for it was found out just in time
that " Old Soldiers " were not needed.
No. 4 would like to know if a good header goes through nettles,
who got stung and if the " Biter was Bit " ? We understand that
" Wang" has not yet recovered from the shock of being warned for
training and that he expected to miss the strenuous time by being
permanently employed on something connected with " SpudPeeling."
" Shake " also expected something like this as he was " Dough Punch
ing" for one day. (That's the second " Prod" you caught Tommy.
How goes it ?) " Admiral Scott " has also been doing big things in the
" punching line," but we understand he used a different kind of target
than " Shake." We wondered what happened and why the secrecy.
" Tishy and RedHot" enjoyed a splendid week with the "Provost
Sergeant," but have added to their " Jankcr Wallahs Protection Rules."
"Horses to be provided for hourly trips from Jungle Barracks to
Guard." We should like to know what " Nobby " thought of bursting
for a scrounge and could " FveEye " tell us? ; also why the same
person volunteered to carry " Jacky's Wood" ? We advise him to
try the " Butterfly Stunt " next month as it does not mean so many wet
shirts. Do " Pougliic and Rice" miss tlieir early morning stroll and
why does Akhurst prefer it? We congratulate "Bruiser Charlie"
0:1 his plucky display in the recent Battalion Boxing Tournament and
we also notice that his ears are now even further back.

OUR SOCIAL HAPPENINGS.
Mr. Dewar is at present staying at Belguan where we understand
he is interesting himself in Educational Duties. We wish him the
best of luck and trust he will hot " splash " too much.
Our " Dandy Wallahs " are again amongst us. The period of tlie
stay is doubtful as it is rumoured they are taking over duty as " Prison
Warders." " Lady Ede " lias returned from hospital and is at present
in the " Hills " recuperating. It is expected to last for six months.
Horace Ditton, " Chef," has taken up residence at Poonn. It is
understood he is learning the art of " Water Baking " so it is to be
hoped that when he returns, burnt tea will fade away.
Farmer Johnson has returned from his tour of " Dishing Up " and
" rekons as 'ow" trekking is much better for the health. He was
looking well when seen at the " Greaser " on Saturday evening and
was accompanied by Farmer Wraiglit.
RED IIOT.

HEARD ON WEAPON TRAINING.
Instructor to Pte. Duvey : " What is the action of the bolt ? "
Pte. Davey: "The bolt feeds a round up the barrel mouthpiece,
thus loading the gun."
Instructor : " No Boxing ? Right ! Load."
Instructor to firer L.G. : " Keep your sights up in your shoulder."
Private : " Why don't they fire blank on courses ?  they fire Dummy
Grenades."
A bou voyage and be a good boy at school, won't you ?
" OIL ! what a " Lofty Boy."
Question : " Anyone got an old razor blade ? "
Pte. 'I'ishy : " Yus ! Sir ! How long yer got to do ? "
Who needs the razor blade now ?
Who remarked : " Take my revolver rod, get inside your barrel
and scrape it out " ? Ask Micky.
Is the early bird of No. 13 Platoon sweating rn going on the Cadre
Course as a Potential N.C.O. ?
Who said : " I've got one to fix you up yourse two " ?
Who told the firing point officer he had a number 2 stoppage before
he had a magazine 011 ?
What reward did he get for his information ?
1 st Person : " What ! you shave upwards " ?
2mi Person (absentmindedly): " No, I have'nt an abscess" ?
Does Wadhurst still think a rifle and bayonet weigh 28 lbs. ?
Instructor: "You throw the grenade in the same manner as you
bowl a '' Cricket Bat'' ?
What kind of creature is " John's " little badger ? Ask E.J.F.N.E.

HEARD AT BAREILLY.
Private to Native Hawker: Kitney Budja this (touching
a nickle Soap Tin)
Native Hawker : Kntcha Nay Malhum Saliib.
Signal Section.
The Section at present has been struck off all Regimental Duties
for the purpose of Signal Classification which takes place in the near
future. We are hoping to have the same result as last year, or, if
possible, go one better.
The rain has been a drawback this mouth as we have only been able
to get a little visual training, but Buzzer and useful lectures have taken
their place and have been given in an interesting way.
Our U.S.S. is at present on leave, but we have a very good substitute
in Set. Vale, who has witty ideas of getting visual training into swing,
and we now get our reading from bungalow to bungalow.
L/Cpl. Newman (Buffy) is at last back from the Signal School and
is a fullblown A.l. so* we hope to learn something new before
classification.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Coveney (Spotty) on winning his weight
in the Battalion Boxing Competition and we all wish him the best of
luck when he goes to " Musoorie " next month.
In the way of sports we have been very successful. At football,
which included two InterPlatoon Matches, we have not lost a game.
Hockey has been placed in the background owing to rain and when
it is not raining, the ground is allotted to platoons in which to play their
InterPlatoon games. However, wc have played two games, one being
our InterPlatoon game with No. 4 Platoon "A" Company, the other
with "B" Company's Dankers.
Cricket has been in the limelight, we winning three games out of
four. The one wc lost was the best of this series and we will give them
a return as soon as the weather is in our favour. I have nothing else
io «av so will close down with a verv plain "G.B."
WlNCY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

What is extra messing ?
And is steak included ?
When is " Monkey " taking up sports ?
Where did Gladys get the wrong shirt ?
And can someone tell us who asked for it 011 parade ?
What does Tug do with half his rations ?
Is there something black in it ?
Why does Tim (W.A.G.) say watch my bike and that boat ?
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FOOTBALL.

Does a condenser take in spare current ?
Ask " I have found it." (Greek).
Why is the Trio on tlie " tack " ?
Does Liver cost much ? Ask Spot.

COMPANY SPORTS RESULTS.
FOOTBALL.
Signals v. Odds and Ends
Signals v. Drums ...
Signals v. No. 3 Group
INTERPLATOON MATCHES.
Signals i>. Drums ...

Won
Won
Won

8—2

2—0
3—1

Won

5—0

CRICKET.
Signals v. No. 2 Platoon
Signals v. No. 3 Group
Signals v. No. 6 Platoon
Signals v. "B" Coy. 2nd
Signals v. No. 8 Platoon

...

Won 4—2
Lost by 1 wkt.
Won by 37 runs
Won by 38 runs
Won by Innings
and 25 runs

...
XI.
...

HOCKEY.
INTERPLATOON MATCH.
Signals v. No. 4 Platoon ...
Signals v. No. 6 Platoon ...

CRICKET.

Total
J. Langdon, b Wilson
G. Carter, b Wilson
F. Grant, b Smith
E. Collard, run out
T. Farrel, b Smith
P. Stroud, not out
W. Pearce, b Smith
S. Girling, b Wilson
J. Penfold, b Wilson
L. Mummery, b Smith
W. Ingram, b Smith
Extras

32
ODDS AND
2
1
15
0
23
I
5
i
0
0
4
7

Total

Wilson
Wilson

Total
ENDS.
not out
b Wilson
c Boorraan, b Wilson
b Wilson
b Wilson
b Wilson
b Smith
b Wilson
not out
did not bat.
b Wilson
Extras

59
BOWLING ANALYSIS :
First Innings.
4 for 23
Smith
Second Innings.
7 for 27
Smith

Total

11
0
19
8
2
5
3
1
7
4
5
10
75
1
0
0
0
21
2
2
23
2
0
I
52

5 for 17
1 for 23

The Band.
.Since my last notes appeared, tlie Band have changed tlieir quarters
once again to tlie plains, but I have a few things to account for before
leaving.
A few weeks before we 'eft tlie Band were running a series of dances
which were always well attended. The final dance before leaving was
a Cabaret dance aud there were roughly about eighty couples dancing.
Some of the turns were as follows :—Sgt. Meakin gave the " Umpteenth
Bandit" which was well applauded. Then came our worthy B.M.
with a violin solo, " The Czardas," and as an encore he gave an old
time Minuet. Mrs. I,eaeh gave an exhibition of illuminated Club
Swinging and had to repeat the same twice before the audience was
satisfied. Then our worthy trombone player, Bdsm. T. Dudman,
gave a trombone solo, " The Switchback " and as an encore, " The
Joy Wheel."
The evening was enjoyed by everyone and a few were sorry when it
came to an end.
At football, before leaving Ranikhet, we did fairly well, as we won
three matches, lost one and drew one.

BAREILLY.
Since being back with tiie Battalion we have done nothing worth
speaking of in the music line, only playing out once a week and that at
the Officers' Mess, but we get in plenty of practice all tlie same.
We have done fairly well in the way of sport since being back and
will give the accouutsjofjsuch.

/

HOCKEY.

We have played "C" Company twice, Result :—Draw 0—0 and
lost 2—I. Against "A," won 1—0.
Band & Signals combined v. No. 3 Group...
... Lost 3—2
At Cricket we have played "A" Company twice and managed to
win both.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Won 3—0
Drew 2—2

SIGNALS %*. ODDS AND ENDS.
Played at Bareilly, on 24th July, 1927 :—
SIGNALS.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
E. Smith, c Girling, b Grant
3 c Collard, b Pearce
A. Baker, b Grant
0 b Pearce
A. Wilson, b Pearce
7 c Langdon, b Pearce
E Boornian, c Farrel, b Grant .. 0 c Pearce, b Grant
W. Gowen, b Grant
9 b Pearce
A. Aston, e Pearce, b Grant
0 c Pearce, b Pcnfold
C. Kendall, b Pearce
3 c Grant, b Pearce
G. Harding, b Pearce
. 0 b Pcnfold
F. King, c Ingram, b Grant
0 b Farrel
W. Southon, not out
6 c Langdon, b Farrel
J. Ratcliff, c Farrel, b Pearce.... 0 not out
Extras
4
Extras

AT RANIKHET.
Band v. Berks. Det. ...
Won 3—2
Draw 3—3
Band v. Berks. Det. ...
Band v. "A" & "B" Coy.'s
Won 4—3
Band v. No. 3 Group
Won 5—0
Band v. U.P. & District
Lost 2—9
In tlie lastnamed match we were up against a far superior team
and to make matters worse it was raining tlie whole time, but the better
team won.
AT BAREILLY.
Band v. Drums
Draw 3—3
Band v. Attached .Section interpiatoon Shield. We drew 1 —1,
but in tlie replay we lost by 2—0.
Band 2nd v. Signals 2nd
Lost 3—2
Won 4—0
Band 2nd u. Drums 2nd
Band 2nd v. Drums 1st
Lost 2—0

On what instruments are our two new members, Gertie and Percy,
going to function ?
Was Stanley grieved at leaving Ranikhet ? and did tiie band play
" The Girl I left behind me " ?
Who is tiie lucky man on the premature reserve ? Is it Nockers ?
Have tlie lovesick swains, Violet and Rose, published tlie Banns of
Marriage yet ?
To Ticli Harper and Bdsm. Shelton of the 2nd Battalion Baud :—
Best regards from W. Cummins, late 2nd Battalion, who is shortly
transferring to another Regiment, i.e., P.W.V.

The Drums.
Owing to the fact that all the drummers are on the Premature
transfer to the Army Reserve (?) nothing is happening except loud
whispers of " Going Home !" The question is " When ? " But
some of us are quite content to soldier on for a time and we
shall probably stay just tlie same.
But now for the bad news. The Band lias unexpectedly turned
up, and they look quite ill already. You can rest assured that the
drummers will look after them until tliev get used to the heat.
We have heard rumours of a draft from the U.K. joining us soon,
and we hope to see some of the old faces again. We are very sorry to
hear that "Nutty" only goes 31" round the throat now. But never
mind " Nutty," it will probably swell up again soon. (Who said
" bullneck ? " Don't be so rude !)
Congratulations to LanceCorporals Thomas, J. Smith and Roberts
on their joining the ranks of the unpaid. May they " sign on " for ever !
Well, dear readers, I guess it is hot here and that some. It is so
hot that after the rain we cannot go out of tlie bungalow or we should
soon be suffering with blisters caused by the steam rising from the
ground ! Even now a cloud of steam is issuing from out of my inkwell;
and that is not a " Yankee " yarn, either !
We had an answer to our Adverts, of a little while back and Ptes.
Phillips, Stupple, Hyeth, Anderson, Drury, Blissett, Baird, Chappell
and Thome have joined us. They are attached for training at present
and any talent shown will quickly be perceived and the talented one
transferred to "II.Q."
There is nothing in the way of sport to be noticed, as the rain usually
causes all games to be cancelled.
R.C.T. 1951.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who was tlie drummer who said : " Outside you young hands and
watch me relap lugs ? Ask " Tree Rat."
Is there any immediate danger of us getting a Sgt.Dmr. ?
Does Nutty's hair still curl ?
Why docs'nt " Mac." try Pelmanism ?
What can a little boy do ? Ask tlie Band.
When does " Poodle " start his clothing allowance ?
Does Pooley's brother " barn his chat " about his two G.C. badges ?
Why do the lads go sick Thursdays and Sundays ?
Does Ginger anticipate starting a football boot factory when he
goes out ?
R.C.T. 1951.

The Ink Slasher's Notes.
Well ! here we are again, dear readers, still using pen and ink,
dirtying more paper and spoiling books, etc., but there is no doubt we
are very graceful with ink (especially HardHearted ?) During the
period that passed since our last supply of notes, everything has been
practically the same as usual. Everyone lias been kept busy with pen
and paper, to say nothing of the typing that has had to be done, and
owing to the fact that we are short of a typist it has to be equalised out
a little, but one day in the near future the vacancy might be filled by
someone, (north, south, east or fvest) ? or will our noted B.O. King take
over these duties ? (Ask Bill).
We do not hear much of our absent members who are recuperating
in the Ilills, although one of them seems to have found his way on
someone's staff. (It Is Fishy).
BILL'S PETS.
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NOTICE.

Will all concerned kindly note that Orderly Room is closed daily at
una p.m. except for business of an urgent nature. Business hours are
from 7 a.m. till 1 p.m.

SITUATIONS VACANT.

Wanted, a smart, intelligent youth as typist, with a slight knowledge
of office routine. Must be of good character and a hard and willing
worker. Youth just leaving school preferred. Applicants apply
personally to the Orderly Room, 1st Battalion The Buffs, Clyde
Barracks, Bareilly, U.P., India.

INFORMATION REQUIRED.

When will we leave these sunny climes ? ? ? ?
Is a certain member a Lion Tamer ? Ask the Staff.
IIow did " HardIIearted " like C.O.'s inspection and does he long
for more ?
Is it true he is a star turn when duplicating ? Ask Cutlet.
And does the Dhobi refuse to wash his canvasroundmehouses ?
Will any of the Staff be lucky and get on the Roll that's called over
Yonder ?
Where did Willie learn his Hindustani, and does he visit the attached
Section for lessons ?
Who is the Orderly that, on a weekend nearly always resembles
the morning after tlie night before ?
Ask the Fortyfirst ?
BILL'S PETS.

No. 3 Group.
Well, after all these months, I think it is time the Group had some
thing to say, as everybody else in tlie Company are blowing tlieir horns,
but they leave out the most important factors. Our Football team has
done splendidly throughout the season, winning 20 matches out of 24,
but was unlucky to be knocked out of the Platoon Football, 10 by a
very silly goal which was the cause of some misunderstanding between
our goalkeeper and the ball. We also met the same fate at Hockey
and needless to say, both the teams who beat us won the Competition.
Better luck, next time, No. 3Group ! We have started another knock
out again, but were unlucky at football owing to the fact that our team
was greatly weakened as the M.G.'s decided lo take three of them
with them, no doubt to help them out up the hills. At hockey we
easily got through the first round, although the score 2—0 does not
Hatter us, tlie outstanding players being Sgt. Papworth and Pte. Firrell.
The latter is a good player, but is inclined to try and do what the other
ten men can't, so we hope to he more successful at Hockey this time.
Cricket has started again and we met our old friends the Signals in a
twoinnings match and of course again were successful. Our team was
a very weak one, but we won on our merits. We must congratulate
Pte. Langdon on the two smart catches he held at square leg ; no doubt
Joe was greatly surprised. Yes, and so were a great many more.
SANDFLY.

CRICKET.

Signals, 32 and 75 ; No. 3 Group, 59 and 51 for 7 wickets.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did Parsons get prickly heat at Ranikhet and was it caused through
sitting around the fire ?
Why does the outsideright of the first team sulk on the field, or is
it because lie feels ill ?
Can the Machine Gunners beat No. 3 Group at Football ? Ask
Bidwell.
Who are tiie critics in No. 3 Group and are they playing for all
India next year ? But won't one of them be barred ?
What is the demand for vaseline in the Battalion ? Ask tlie Provost
Corporal ?
Who can play in any position on the field and can he play outside
left ? Ask Parsons.
Is liver cheap in the Police Bungalow ? Ask Tiny No. !.
Who lias offered £2,000 for an outsideleft, and shall we miss him ?

" A " Company.
The startingoff part of these notes is always the portion which
gets mc guessing and at times my mind is carried back to Gibraltar
where I am able to picture our worthy Company Commander trying
to make a start with his motorcycle. The only difference I can see
between tlie two kind of " starts " is that in my case I do eventually
get away, whereas in the other case it was impossible to get going.
Still, now the ice is broken the jolly old " Underwood " will function
better and talking about ice reminds me I must take a walk to the
hospital to see poor old " Dingers," who unfortunately, is laid up with
a rather bad attack of frostbite and chilblains.
The whole of the Company offer tlieir very best wishes to Capt.
Wilson oil his recent promotion and may only the best of fortune be
experienced by both Capt. and Mrs. Wilson in "the future.
One of the first to experience a month's leave in India is Bobbie
Burns, and judging by his description of it, it appears to be well worth
tlie expense to visit Mussoorie, especially after the trying summer of
the Plains which he had to indulge iu.
Several of the N.C.O.'s are now going through a Section Leaders'
Course, the ground out here offering unrivalled facilities for this kind
of training.
Our C.S.M. is instructor to one of tlie syndicates and consequently
Sgt. Burville is at present Acting C.S.M.
Talking about this course causes me to remember an incident which
1 experienced. I was out butterflycatching the other day and I
thought I saw an excellent specimen, but on closer investigation it
proved to be L/Cpl. Smith doing the " individual stalk."

With a view to selecting a boxing team to represent/the Battalion
against other units of India, a competition was held amongst the
companies stationed on the Plains. The Company put up a very good
show and up to the present the following people of "A" are doing strict
training for the final nomination of the Battalion team ;—Sgt. Turner,
L/Cpl. Gudgion, Ptes. Cribben, Cornwall, Allen, Sargeant and Dunk.
To mention all the various sports for which the Company enter
would take far too long. Besides the first teams of all the various
games getting numerous engagements, several " danker " teams are in
formation and as a result of this, practically everyone in tlie Company
take part in some kind of sport every evening.
The arrival of the rains (which at present are pretty heavy) causes
that terrible game of Rugby to be prominent. The Company
are putting up a very good show with respect to this game under the
able tuition of Captain L M. S. Essell.
Whilst watching a game the other day I distinctly heard our worthy
Captain singing to the lads in tlie " scrum " that wellknown anthem,
" Tlie more we are together."
Every Thursday evening a Battalion crosscountry run is organised
and everyone must take part in it unless playing in some other form
of sport. Needless to say, a good few choose the lesser of the two evils
and indulge in some kind of sport. Anyway, most of the recognized
runners turn out and up to now "A" Company has put up a very credit
able performance. Old soldier Cornwall still manages to sneak in with
the first couple.
In the Battalion Football and Hockey " Platoon Knockout," the
four Platoons are still in the Hockey, and in the Football, No. 4 Platoon
are tlie only people knocked out.
I must finish off rather hurriedly because the Captain wants me to
help look for his dog " Dinah " which he last saw in the King Edward
MessRoom, and on top of this the Orderly Sergeant still warns me for
another
«
" QUARTER GUARD."

"B " C o m p a n y .

Owing to being such a busy man these days, 1 have had to give (lie
Platoons the job of compiling their own Notes, thereby copying the
example set by "B" Company, 2nd Battalion. It has taken a great
deal of work off my own hands and judging by the notes that I have
received from them, we iiave quite a few budding young newspaper
correspondents in our midst, who will I hope, providing they take it up
in Civvy Street, make great names for themselves as reporters. Our
C.Q.M.S. (Jock) is away on leave at Ranikhet at present and we all
wish him a very good time. Sport is still progressing merrily in the
Company, aud on Thursdays it is no strange thing to see ninety per
cent, of the Company's names enter the Company Office as taking part,
in either Football, Cricket, Rugby or Hockey. I wonder if the Cross
country run lias anything to do with all this sport ou Thursdays.
There have been no actual InterCompany games this month, but "as
you will see by the Platoon notes this deficiency lias been made up by
t he Platoons themselves. A Platoon KnockOut Competition has
been started by the Battalion in both Hockey and Football.
Congratulations to No. 6 Platoon on winning the first round of the
Football Competition, and No. 7 Platoon on winning the first round of
tlie Football and Hockey. I think this is about all tlie Company news
this time so I will now get on with the Platoons.

No. 5 PLATOON.
First of all 1 would like to bring to your notice that No. 5 Platoon
have at last found out that they can turn out a real good Cricket Team,
in fact, not one but two (on Thursdays even three). Every man has
had a chance of showing his form and so No. 5 Platoon can now turn
out a very good team indeed. Everybody in the platoon joins me in
congratulating Cpl. Richardson and Pte. Richards, on their extremely
good batting aud bowling, both men beating their opponents' team off
their own bat. We are preparing now for the McDouall Shield Com
petition, and tlie first round is being played on Saturday, and I can
assure you that No. 5 Platoon is not going to be left at the post.
STYSTEN.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

When is Kicho getting his next rep. and does he ever shake ?
Has Harmon made a bosom pal of the Provost Sergeant ?
Has Perry received his " couple of thou." yet ?
Why is it that Freddie " takes the can back " so much ?
Who are tlie lads sweating on tlie Premature Reserve, and will they
be Fruity ?
SAWS.

No. 6 PLATOON.

Dear Mr. Editor,
We arrived back at Bareilly from our Hill Station, Ranikhet, on
the 6th of July. Since then our Platoon Commander, Sgt. Osborne,
lias taken over tlie duties of Assistant Gymnasium Instructor, and
is training the Battalion Boxing Team, prior to them going to Mussoorie
ata later date.
We offer our congratulations to L/Cpl. Morris and I,/Cpl. Taylor
(91) on their recent appointment to Unpaid LauceCorporals.
We have played plenty of sport, the results of which will be found
in the usual place below. A Battalion Boxing Competition was held
in the Gymnasium on the 28tli and 29th instant, our entries being:—
Cpl. Butcher, Pte. Morecroft and Pte. B. Moore.
LIGHTWEIGHTS.
2nd Series.
Pte. Morecroft, "B" Company v. Pte. Spencer, "H.Q."
Morecroft was up against a more experienced man, but he put up a
very good show and was beaten on points.
FEATH ER WEIGHTS.
SemiFinals.
Cpl. Butcher, "B" Company v. Pte. Smissen, "D" Company.
This proved to be a fairly even bout, and after an extra round,
Butcher was given the verdict on points.
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FEATHERWEIGHTS.
Finals.
Cpl. Butcher, "B" Company v. Pte. Thorn, "B" Company.
Butcher put up a very plucky right, but owing to his cutting his
eye in the first round, lie was severely handicapped. Thorn was given
the verdict on points.

INTERPLATOON FOOTBALL COMPETITION.

On the 6tli instant we met No. 10 Platoon, "C" Company in the
first round of the above competition, which is run ou the K.O. system.
Our Team was as follows :—
Pte. Morecroft (Goal); L/Cpl. Castle aud Pte. Cooper (Backs);
Ptes. Flisher, Ovenden and L/Cpl. Morris (Halfbacks); C.S.M.
Farrow, Ptes. Trine, Bell, Elgie and Barnes (Forwards).
We lost the toss and had to face a strong glaring sun. Some good
football was seen, our forwards combining well, and we ran out as tlie
winners to the tune of 6—1, the goalscorers being C.S.M. Farrow (4) ;
Pte. Elgie (2).

CRICKET.

We have plaved two friendly games, the results being as follows :—
No. 6 Platoon v. No. 2 Platoon:—Scores: No. 6 Platoon, 49;
No. 2 Platoon, 28. Won by 21 runs.
No. 6 Platoon v. No. 8 Platoon :—Scores: No. 6 Platoon, 60
No. 8 Platoon, 61. Lost by narrow margin of one run.

HOCKEY.
We played No. 5 Platoon in the McDouall Shield and won 1—0,
C.S.M. Farrow being the scorer.

THINGS WF, WANT TO KNOW.
When is Kemp going to be a professional umpire ?
Does Tribo hatch life eggs in Hie Company Office ?
Is Barnes allowed to do P Sequels ?
When is Joe going to have his chestpiece on ?
Is Butch getting ready for civvy life ?
Who is the Mineral Water King in No. 6 Platoon ? How does his
bankbook stand and does he make anything out of the football
matches ?
What caused " Dingdong " to buy matches last week and is it true
that he had to draw the two pice necessary, from the bank ?
Is it right that Toe has only 42 days to do ?
.L/CPL. CASTLE.

No. 7 PLATOON.
Since our return from the Hills we have been quite a shining light
in the field of sport, Cricket being tiie main feature. Perhaps this is
due to the fact that the pitch is situated just outside our Bungalow.
Although we have not gone any higher than interplatoon matches, we
hope to do some dirty work as soon as the monsoon weather is over.
Out of five games played we have won three.
We have done equally well at football and hockey. The burning
question of the day is, " When does the boat come in ? Ask Sid.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who told " Daddy" that he was TimeX, and did he turn a deaf ear ?
Is " Gillis " sweating on Premature Reserve ?
Does the Cook like sleeping in a certain barrack room ?
Kent will show the Other Counties how it should be done when they
put their first team in the field.

No. 8 PLATOON.

Since last month a good deal of sport has taken place. Cricket,
Football and Hockey have been in full swing. We lost our Platoon
Football Match to No. 2 Platoon, of "A" Company. We would have
done better had we been able to get our full team out. The Platoon
has come ou quite a lot in Hockey and should get a few wins in the near
future. As for Cricket, we seem to have all the bad luck and have only
managed to win a couple of matches out of eleven. We unfortunately
lost the shooting cup to No. 6 Platoon by a decimal point. We must
congratulate No. 6 on their winning as they tried very hard.
The great trouble in all forms of sport is to get enough energy to
last the game out. The sun is killing and the breezes are few and far
between. This is all there is time for this month owing to having left
tilings to the last minute.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Has D.B. filed His sights for action with the mules ?
Who stole tlie Sergeant's toast ? Ask " Ouartro Hombre " ?
Did the " Other Counties " surprise their opponents ?
1 must now conclude these Company Notes and I hope you will
not think that 1 have done too badly ill letting the Platoons compile
their own notes.
_
E.A.T.

" C " Company.
This month has been marred by the loss of one more of our comrades,
Pte. T,. Bones, who died of Enteric Fever. He was transferred to us
from the Machine Gunners just before we left Gibraltar and was a very
good soldier. We greatly sympathise with his parents in their double
loss, for we have just heard* that his sister died a few days previously.
We should also like to thank, on behalf of his parents aud the Company,
all those who sent wreaths. They were very numerous indeed. Quite
a lot of excitement was caused when his kit was sold with the kit of the
other two deceased : tlie two brothers Sparks going all out for the
possession of his cap badge. It was ultimately sold for Rs. 8, equivalent
to 10s. 6d.

On account of the prevalence of the disease we all suffered from
"48 hours excused" and after a medical inspection, several of our
Companv were sent to the Ilills for a spell. We would have said a rest
only our" C.S.M. has gone with them ! We get small items of news
from them. Perhaps the C.S.M. will send some notes down. C.Q.M.S.
Lane has taken over " Indoor Sergeant Major" ; we do not know
what that title portends, but it seems to keep him rather busy.
Lieut. H. de L Walters lias gone on leave. We do not know if
there are any pigs to stick where he lias gone, but we miss him rather
because lie was becoming a familiar figure on tlie hockey field and
would be useful for our Rugger Side.
As there arc no more cups for us to win, we have had to be content
with friendlies this month. The InterPlatoon Hockey Tournament
has started. This is on tlie KnockOut system, so you have to give
your best first time. As so many members of our Company have gone
to the liills, most ol our platoons are very weak, so it was decided that
"C" Company should only enter three platoons. Consequently, No.
II, which was the weakest, was divided up proportionately among
Nos. 9, 10 and 12. The Band came down from the Hills and took No.
I I's place in the competition.
Only one platoon has played so far, No. 9 Platoon, and they were
defeated by a" much weaker side, No. 7 Platoon, "1>" Company, 2—!.
Tlieir defeat was no doubt due to the inability of the forwards to score
when they were within scoring distance. The defence played a good
game, as also did Taylor. Still, we must rely on No. 10 to get the cup
again, or perhaps No. 12 may manage it, they have quite a good team
now.
We have had a certain amount of Cricket. The Company had a
tria l g a m e i n w h i c h I . i e u t . R o s e ' s X I . p l a y e d L i e u t . W a l t e r ' s X I .
We played two nights running, commencing at 5 p.m. and playing until
7 p.m. Lieut. Rose's XI. won by a very narrow margin, and quite a
lot of new talent was discovered. We should, at the end of this season,
have quite a formidable team. We hear Glazier took nine wickets for
ten runs : not a bad show for a youngster. Wc also played a scratch
game with "A" Company, and we won. (No it would not have made
any difference if you had not been on a Physical Training Course, Sir !)
Our lost match was against "H.Q." Wing. On this occasion the
ground was rather wet, and the ball skipped about right merrily, in
fact it was at times almost unplayable. This can be understood from
the scores. "II.O." got 34, Glazier taking 5 for 9, and Burt, 4 for 5.
We did not do much better. The last man was in when we passed their
total and had to pack up because of the rain.
We have had one or two attempts to form a Rugby team in the
Companv. under the superintendence and direction of our Company
Commander, Lieut. Rose. Quite a lot of new blood has conic forward,
and it apppears that with the necessary training we shall have quite a
respectable team next vear.
Q.E.D.

Past

and

Present Association,
The Buffs.

LONDON BRANCH.
Unemployment Bureau,
26 Doyle Road,
Tel. No. Battersea 2657.
S.W. 17.
2 Posts urgently wanted. Can you help ?
No. 1. Buff requires situation as Carman.
,,
3. Buff requires situation as Caretaker (very
handy man).
7. Buff requires situation as Messenger (partly
disabled).
,, 12. Buff requires situation of light work in open
air.
„ 13. Buff requires situation as Lift Attendant.
„ 15. Buff requires situation as Shoe and Boot
maker (experienced).
,, 17. Buff requires situation as Stoker (experienced).
,, 18. Buff requires situation as Labourer.
,, 22. Buff requires situation as Messenger or Porter.
„ 23. Buff requires situation as General Labourer.
,, 24. Buff requires situation as Caretaker or Watch
man.
,, 25. Buff requires situatiou as Time Keeper or
Checking Clerk.
,, 26. Buff requires situation as Gate Checker.
,, 28. Buff requires situation as Fitter's Mate
(experieuced with steam hammer forge).
„ 29. Buff requires situation as Assistant Pastry
Cook (experienced).
(Signed) : J. E. ENRIGHT,
Capt.
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Battalion.

2nd Battalion Drums.

MANOEUVRES.

T

O

ten
acres
green
grass add
51,726
gallons cold water, sprinkle
with tents, bell and trench
deeply setting aside in the
open to cool.
Next take the boots of
3,162 soldiers, the hoofs
of 212 animals and the
wheels of 167 assorted
motor vehicles. Add these
to the above, churning
repeatedly until a layer of
brownish, malodorous ooze
of
the
consistency
of
whipped cream is produced. Serve (cold) on
khaki or other suitable material. Garnish
with worms and add rum to taste (!)"
Recipe for making the famous " Oxfordshire
Mud " on which numerous articles have been
written.
At the time of writing (stop press
as usual) news has been received that .our
manoeuvres have been cancelled and that we
are to return to our ' depots ' today.
Presumably this will throw a larger strain ou
the depot cooks than can be coped with, so,
without waiting for orders from our newspaper,
we turn our eyes in a glorious squint—our left
towards Aldershot and our right on Oxford
(G.W.R. station, ' up ' platform).

Since the middle of last month we have
experienced new things and trodden to new
depths. When our last leave party had
returned we set our feet to the north on a 55
mile trek, stopping the first
night (August
30th) at a staging camp at Wokingham, put
up, under great difficulties, by a small party
of the 5th I.E. " Rich Mixed." Here we were
joined by our subeditor, who removed the
quill from behind his ear, the ink from his
fingers and the gumboots from his feet in
exchange for a pair of ' roadsters.' The next
stage was Wokingham, via HenleyonThames,
to Nettlebed. Our route was a triumphal
march and drew huge crowds : at the final
stage we were confronted by a 500 feet hill,
three miles long, which exacted its toll in some
places. This march was 15^ miles, bringing
our total to 31.
Nettlebed camp was the 6th I.B.
permanent camp, and was dry and com
modious, commanding fine
views over the
Chilterns, but we left next day for North
Weston (2nd I.B.) permanent camp, which
we reached after an easy march of 16£ miles,
via Watlington and Thame. The next day
(September 2nd) we set out for Headington,
our own camp, a ten mile jaunt, bringing our
total to a little over 57 in the four days.
We arrived to find ourselves on the eastern
outskirts of Oxford in a dry field adjoining the
Manor, but with only one entrance, which
was to prove its drawback.
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On Monday, September 5th, there was an
interbattalion scheme lasting from 9.30 p.m.
to 12 next day and taking us through Oxford
to Islip and Woodeaton, where the action took
place, to Elsfield and so home.
On Thursday, 8th, the scheme continued
at 1.30 p.m. from where it left off and took us
through Wheatley to Great Milton, which we
reached after heavy fighting,
and where we
took up an outpost position, fighting a rear
guard action the next day back to the River
Thame. This we crossed on an ' oildrum '
bridge, enabling us to retire unmolested to
camp at 11.30 a.m.
On Monday," 12th, a new idea came into
being and we again crossed the Thame,
pushing the 6th I.B. back nearly to their
camp, aided by the 4th (Guards) Brigade.
The weather so far had been very good, but
now the camps and all training grounds have
become inundated, making further manoeuvres
impracticable, with the result that nothing
except practice marches and Swedish games
can be done. The camp is a mass of mud
and the entrance impossible for cars in spite
of duckboards, hurdles and fencing. We are
to leave tomorrow, Sunday, 18th, for Nettle
bed (direct route 18i miles) and so home.
Before leaving Oxford we would like to
express our gratitude to all those who lavished
their hospitality on us during our stay,
especially the subRector aud others of Exeter
College, who not only allowed us to use the
baths, but entertained a large party to
dinner, and also the President and members
of the Oxford and County Club, who allowed
us the privileges of membership.
PLELBI.
Personalia.
I wish to apologise for two serious omissions from
last month. First, our great sympathy with Lt. aud
Qr.Mr. and Mrs. Dare on their great loss, which they
have borne with great fortitude. Secondly, our
grateful thanks to General Sir Arthur Paget for
the splendid Shooting Cup he has presented to the
battaLion.
We welcome Lieut. A. A. J. N. FearnsideSpeed
back from the Depot after his tour of duty. In his
place we lose Lieut. E. A. Airy.
We are pleased to see Lt. Findlay again for his
period of attachment, but regret to hear that it is
probably for the last time.
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell paid us a visit
at Headington aud expressed his pleasure at seeing us
all again, iu spite of our continuous raiu, aud gave
bunches of white heather to the Officers' and Sergeants'
Messes which gave immediate relief, for we were back
within a week.
Elsewhere will be found results of the more
important matches in the Rifle Meeting. Lack of
space prohibits our crossword puzzle this month.

Sergeants' Mess.
Here we are again 1 I am afraid though, that we
are late on the scene. But, as the saying goes " Better
late than never."
The first item of interest to report is our outing.
After getting over summer leave, which took place
during the month of August, we decided that we would
have our outing to Bognor on the 26th, prior to going
on Divisional Maneouvres in Oxford. We proceeded
in charabancs supplied by the Aldershot and District
Traction Co., and left barracks at about S.30 a.m.
Our first (and only) port of call was at a house called
the "New Inn" which is situated about half way
between Aldershot and Bognor. A raid was made
on this place, mostly on behalf of the ladies who
required " A cup of tea, please " and perhaps a few
biscuits. Some of our members said afterwards that
they got a " snifter " at this place. From here on the
journey was uneventful and all we could see was
beautiful scenery until we arrived at our destination
at about 11.30 a.m., when the majority of the
community were exceedingly glad to get out and
stretch legs. We all had a very good day, dispersing
on arrival and proceeding where we pleased. At
6 p.m. a move was made on the return journey, and as
we were nearing the bottom of Bury Hill, which is very
long and fairly steep, we passed an overturned motor.
The day was somewhat marred for some of us, owing
to seeing a young man of about 19, who was down
from London for the day, drowned. At least, they
saw him retrieved from the water. After a couple
of halts, during which much needed drinks were
obtained, aud "a few persons went " scrumping "
(borrowing fruit), we returned to Aldershot, arriving
at Blenheim Barracks at about 9 p.m.
The next item of interest, ris that we are now
in possession of a splendid Shooting Challenge Cup,
which was very kindly presented to the Mess_ by
General the Rt. Hon. Sir A. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O.,
on his visit to the Battalion during August. This
Cup will be known as " The Paget Shooting Challenge
Cup " and will be competed for annually. The
conditions for the competition have been decided, and
will be published when the actual shoot comes off.
After all the foregoing excitement, we embarked
on a further period of excitement, namely, the Aider
shot Command Manoeuvres. During the period of
the Manoeuvres, the troops were allowed into Oxford.
Some of our members have come back highly
educated ! During the
march
the Mess
was
established round about various Field Kitchens, thus
allowing the members to dine in state. Plenty of bad
weather was experienced during the period of the
camp aud we were up to our necks in mud and water.
Eventually the troops were all sent back and the
remainder of the manoeuvres cancelled owing to the
weather. The rum issues greatly pleased some of the
troops and we wonder, did Richardson like his issue ?
According to all appearances he enjoyed it very much.
The majority of operations took place at night ;
therefore we can now call ourselves " Night Birds."
However, it all came to a finish as everything does,
and we marched back to barracks, arriving at Aldershot
at about 1.30 p.m. on 20th September, 1927.
Some of our members have asked if it is true that
the Band of our Battalion can play on the march
without music. Coidd you tell us, Mr. Editor, and
oblige us all and
THE GUC.NUNC EXPERT.
Machine Gun Platoon.
As this is my last chance of having the honour of
writing the notes for the " Gunners " I suppose I must
do mj' best, iu remembrance of many good times.
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D " Coy. marching out from Headington Camp for Brigade Training, 5927.
The chief item of interest is the annual turnover,
which takes place at the end of this month, after we
have returned
once more to Aldershot from
manoeuvres.
We lose a number of N.C.O.'s and men, but they
are replaced by others from the Companies. It is
hard to leave so many friends, also the champion
Company, but those of us who are returning to duty,
must do our best for our new Companies.
At present we are at Headington Camp, under
going Divisional Training, and without a doubt we have
no complaints except with the weather, for the training
is far easier than we ever got 011 Salisbury Plain during
our stay at Portland.
One cannot say the camp is good, for at present we
are ankle deep in mud, but we have the pleasure of
being situated in the fairly large village of Headington
and even better, we are only about one mile from
Oxford, which affords plenty of amusement for the
boys when not out chasing the enemy.
Two of our men have become real casualties.
L/Cpl. West was unfortunate enough to slip under
a moving limber and break a small bone in his ankle.
Pte. Tyrrell also sprained his ankle in jumping over
a ditch. Anyway we all wish them a speedy recovery
and hope to have them back with us again by the time
the leave season starts, because the
Gunners " are
going on the first party on October 4th.
Sgt. Sidwell is away at Netheravon 011 a course.
He rejoins the Platoon about October 10th. We all
wish him the best of luck and hope he gets a " D."
Lieut. Bruce is still away on the sick list, owing
to a motor smash, but we hope to have him back soon.
Congratulations to Sgt. Wright and Cpl. Butler on
their recent promotions, truly well earned.
As regards sport, nothing has been done, but after
leave we hope to do even better than last year, which
was a really good season, in fact one of the best "B"
Group have had since H.Q. Wing was formed.

Before closing these notes I must say on behalf of
the whole Company how sorry we are at losing our
Company Commander, Capt. Morgan, who after
manoeuvres, is taking over the duties of Brigade
Machine Gun Officer. In every respect he has always
done his best for everyone and he will be a great
loss.
In his place we are going to have the pleasure of
Major Field as a Commander. We offer him a hearty
welcome and assure him of our greatest support.
Well, uow I must close my notes, wishing the
Gunners every success for the future.
EXGUNNER.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Does a certain " Group Sergeant" look pretty
sitting in the parlour with a set of earphones on ?
Was it in the " Butcher's Shop " or " Arms " ?
Do the fearless twins like sleeping on tent boards,
and do they envy Tommy's bed ?
Does a certain Sergeant like herrings ?
Could our John exist on " Binders " ? If not,
would he prefer " Benders " ?
Who is the N.C.O. who is looking for a firstclass
hair restorer ?
Is A.P. expecting " Piles," " Piles " and " Piles,"
of what ?
What does B.B. stand for ? No names, 110 J
Did " Tubby " enjoy his walk home from
Wheatley ?
Did " Scrumper " enjoy the celebration ?
Do the antitank section like bulls ?
Who is " Clara's " latest " wife " and is she a good
substitute ?
Corporals' Mess.
The outstanding event of the month was the highly successful out
ing which we had at Brighton on August 26th. We left Aldershot at
S a.m., our first stop being Petworth Park where we alighted for light
refreshments in the form of ham and cheese rolls, which we had brought
with us iu the " buses." These were washed down by bottled beer,
etc., which had been carefully arranged for by our everthoughtful
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R.S.M., C. Vauglian. We were a jolly party, numbering 76,
quite a record attendance, also the R.S.M. and C.S.M. Ambrose as
honoured guests. After halfanhour's halt we continued our journey,
arriving at Brighton at 12 noon. We repaired immediately to the Pier
Creamery where an excellent cold luncheon with salad and sweets,
was provided and plenty of " Tonsil Varnish " to wash it down. After
everyone had had their " fill," they broke up into their various cliques,
some to see the fish in the Aquarium, some to see the fish on the sea
front and some to continue the still more serious job of varnishing their
tonsils. Everyone met at 6 p.m. for the return journey, a stop being
made at Horsham where the World's Fair was in full swing. This
was immediately besieged by the more youthful members of the party
and those trying to get a " home " together, and judging by the number
of articles brought away by competitors, it must have been fairly
successful. Needless to say, the "old hands" continued that in
estimable practice of " gargling." The journey was continued at
8.15 p.m. after a stop of threequarters cf an hour. Two halts were
made during the remainder of Hie journey when everybody " made
merry." We eventually arrived back at 11 p.m. after a very enjoyaole
day. Everyone agreed that it was the finest outing wc have ever had
and the R.S.M. complimented the Corporals on their behaviour and the
way thev all keot to the times on the Programme.
Before closing, I would like to thank, on behalf of all the Members,
R.S.M. Vauglian, for the great trouble he went to, in arranging the
programme, halts and refreshments, etc. It probably is not generally
known that R.S.M. Vauglian " went out of his way " to make all the
arrangements, bv personal visits at the different stoppingplaces, etc..
whilst oh his tendays' leave.
O.S. Cm

Signal Corner.
Before actually dealing with matters of note, I will apologise, if
necessary, for the omittance of the timehonoured phrase " Cheerio !
Here we are again." Having heard from not a few of the section
their opinions of the above phrase, i do not think it will come amiss to
no longer include it in these notes.
Firstly, a general opinion lias borne fruit, and LanceCorporal
Bentley lias returned triumphantly from that vast seat of learning,
Catterick, and has now the right to that signal distinction, i.e., to wear
the Hags over his stripe. Congratulations !
There are rumours of some of the section being returned to Duty in
the annual turnover, and, they.no doubt, will be confirmed shortly.
Also of importance is the march from Aldershot to the Divisional
Training Encampment at Headington, Oxfordshire, a distance of
approximately 58 miles.
This provided plenty of work for Signalman Christopher P. Young,
Battalion Chiropodist. Much can be said of his powers of endurance,
for it is no easy thing to eat and drink wads and lea surrounded by
crabby Hunkers. From his vast clientele be no doubt thought it not
worth the candle (or maybe, the tanner).
These few notes will have to suffice or the vials of the Editor's wrath
will be poured upon my head.
SIGNALS' WHO'S WHO.—No. 1.—W. Adams.—Known by the
soubriquet of Deuce. Of Alice in Kentland fame. Fair young life
ruined recently. She chucked him.
FINAT.E. CORK EDDY JRO.

We welcomed to the Company last month, Sgt. Bromley, from Tlie
Depot, but I am sorry to say lie is leaving us shortly to joiuthc Machine
Gun Platoon. Our Company Commander, Major C. S. Field, O.B.E.,
is also leaving us, on being posted to the command of "H.Q." Wing,
whilst Capt. C. R. B. Knight is going to take "the chair" of "A"
Company. Capt. R. W. M. Webster has left us to join the 1st Battalion
in India. Cpl. L. K. Baker is also leaving us to join the Machine
Gunners. A certain number of men will also lie leaving us to go to
"H.Q." Wing. We wish all these Officers, N.C.O.'s anil Men the best
of luck in tlieir new sphere.
Sgt. W. Bigg, D.C.M., a very old member of "A" Company, has
taken his discharge after nineteen years' service. We understand
that he .has got a house, but no job yet, in Canterbury. We wish him
also, tiie best of luck, and trust that he will soon get suitable employ
meat.
,
OLD STAWNEY.

JUST FOR FUN !

Was the C.Q.M.S. happy to wake up and find his tent flooded ?
And what did he say ?
,
Where do pullthroughs go in the training season ?
What caused " Tom " to take a rest in the ditch ?
And who scratched " Miserable Goddard's " face ?
What has become of Kelly's*bazooka band ?
Does George like wallowing in tiie mud ?
Does rum make a certain Non.Com. talk of GreatAunts'and Uncles,
or was it the night air ?

No. 1 PLATOON.
Hello ! Hello ! Hello 1 Number One Platoon calling. Wc
are making a somewhat belated reappearance on tlie Oxford front,
and what with Divisional training, mud and slew, we are having a fine
time. The old Platoon being to the fore, it is always left to us to pave
the way for the rest of the Company which is alright on the road, but
not much good over turnip fields, etc.
The march to Headington was a very trying and tedious affair,
but with the aid of Old Tom and a cycle, the Platoon eventually arrived
there, even the great I.achrey managed to crawl in on his hands and
knees. It is a great pity Kelly got rid of his bazuka, as it would have
gone alright with the Company's mouth organs. We have some very
promising songsters, at least that is what they call themselves, but it is
surprising how much these murderers of music help to get the others
along.
The Platoon had tlie great misfortune to get captured whilst out on a
recent stunt and I.achrey acted with great heroism. As he could not
hold the enemy up by his shouting of fire orders and the rattling of his
bolt, he drew his haversack ration from its place of concealment and
threw it with great force at the advancing hordes, but no, tliey must
have either heard, smelt, or tasted our rations, as, nothing daunted,
they simply turned their noses to the sky, kept ou and surrounded us
much to T.achrcy's disgust.
We hear with regret that we are losing our Platoon Commander
for a short period, as he is proceeding to Hythe, and we all hope lie
arrives back with the biggest "D" tliey have, even if it has to be indented
for.
CABBY.

THINGS REQUIRING SOLUTIONS.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Should the transport wear fur collars and cuffs ? Ask Trowell if
there is any connection between Furriers and Farriers.
Why is the Cheap Clock and Chewing Gum King in ecstasy on
hearing of his probable return to Duty and is Defaulters anything to
do with it ? Ask Cyrus Van L.
Is our Georgie longing for tlie 3rd. We hear he is such a great help
in tlie Homestead ?
Who said lie knew Signalling from Aek to Zebra, but did not know
anything between tiiose letters ?
Is he punching up for his 1st ?

Has Sam found out what Blue Turmups arc yet ?
Did everyone enjoy the first issue of Toto and tatc ?
What does P.W.S.O. mean on tlie back of an envelope ? Ask
Fullager.
Who was it that fell out whilst riding a bike to Headington ? And
did lie find it a Lott too much ?
We have all heard of T.O.E.T., but who lias heard of T.E.W.F.
(Tom's ears won't flap) ? Ask Alien.
Does Cork like white mice and when is lie going to finish off his
song ?
When will Felix indent for a new pair of feet ?
Is it true that Felix is saving up for a sidecar, and will " Ilousy "
" Ilousy " in a bell tent help him ? Will lie buy more cornier with the
proceeds instead of sitting up for two breakfasts ?
Is there an art in scrounging and is our P.T. Instructor an expert
at the job ? It is said the rest of the Platoon would have starved,
but for the art of the same fellow.
How did a certain N.C.O. manage to escort the " Bible" round for
a week ? Ask L.E.B.
CABBY.

Grooms and Transport Section.
This month finds us up to our eyes in work, mud and water again
down in Oxfordshire on Manoeuvres. It would have been fine had the
weather been fine.
We were all welcomed into our camp anil when
ever we left it to go on night stunts, thestreets were thronged as though
soldiers were uncommon around Oxford. We are all longing to get
back to Aldershot although it is disliked. Christmas leave will soon be
in full swing now and " Who's going on first or second party ? " will
be the talk until it is over.

" A " Company.
Having just crossed swords with the subeditor, and received a
crack across the cranium with the fiat side of his doubleedged weapon,
I may have some little difficulty in remembering the glorious f?) past
month. During last month, having had our Summer leave, we did a
few route marches to make us fit for Brigade and Divisional Training.
I am not going to dwell on the training as no doubt it will be dealt with
in another part of The Dragon. The principal drawback has been the
wretched weather. However, the " Boys" are very cheerful, and it is
quite surprising how they knock out a bit of fun under even the worst
of conditions. Apart, from the summer leave, route marches and
training here, very little has happened in the Company. Opportunities
for sport, owing to the weather have been Nil, and we are looking for
ward to our return to Aldershot when we hope to settle down in earnest
to our popular winter game, football.

No. 2 PLATOON.
The Platoon did quite well during the march from Barracks to
Headington Camp, which took a matter of four days, only one person
in No. 8 Section falling out : perhaps it was a little too much to expect
females to stand the strain of a long march.
At present we are up to our eyes in mud inside and out of the tents.
In fact it is so bad that if by cliancc a small patch of green grass is
come across, the men fight to see who is to occupy it.
We have just had some good news : manoeuvres are being can
celled and we start our march back on Sunday.
H.T

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why did Florrie sit astride the saddle ?
What is the great cry of No. I Platoon ?
What does a good time cost in the " Wheatsheaf "?
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" D " Company.

Like the mouse who, after a visit to tlie beer barrel, stood up oil its
hind legs aud said " Now for that d... cat," so are we, holding our heads
above water, looking forward to our return to barracks. Our journey
out was favoured with fine weather and we passed through a delightful
countryside, only we were unable to appreciate it fully.
Whilst disengaged from operations most of us have been keeping
our hand (or rather our feet) in at football. One member of another
Company was even able to pay our M.C. a visit from this diversion ;
many envied him.
But to business. We congratulate Cpl. Sawkins on obtaining
his " third " and we are pleased to have Sgt. Faweett back again with
us after a short stay in hospital.
October 3rd will find some of us on our annual and the writer is
so " sweating " that he cannot think of anything else to say.

Here we are, everyone still alive and kicking ; everyone bright and
happy, after a pleasant stroll from Oxfordshire.
During our short time of manoeuvres, tlie company worked very
well indeed and all came through with flying colours." We have not
heard the results of the " War " so we cannot say who won, but we take
it for granted that "The Buffs" won alright. (Casualties, Nil).
Of course Camp life was not a success owing to the " Dust," I mean
" Mud." Polished boots became a thing of the past, but for all that,
the lads enjoyed themselves. You could hear the usual shouts of
" Housy " " Housy," you conic here in rags and go away in " Motor
Cars " (I don't think).
The Company is now uptodate, having their own band (motitli
organs). The Band consisted of Bandsman " Don," " Beery Wisher,"
" Peggy Woodgate," " Read," " Tickler Golding," " Crampo,"
" Gunner Marchant," " Ford Stirling," and " Ganger Price," conducted
by the wonderful Conductor, " Naslio," N.A.A.F.I., Y.M.C.A., N.M.C.
They made things hum a good bit, but owing to the lack of " Mouth
Organ J uicc," namely " Beer," the notes became a little dry, but for
ail this they were a success. We must thank our Company Commander,
Captain" L. P. Caustou, M.C., for supplying us with these wonderful
instruments.
The Company did the march from Oxfordshire very well indeed,
not one of them fell out, although it was a very trying time for some of
them, but being good stickers they came through. " Fanny" began
to do the " Charlestonc " after the second halt, but changed to " Black
Bottom " ou the last lap. (Well done, Fanny). " How's your poor
old feet ? "
We arc very sorry that Cpl. Honeywell and Pte. Hare went in
Hospital with " Pentisitus," and we hope they come through alright.
Pte. Davidson also went to hospital with a bad knee and we hope that
he is getting on quite well.

THINGS WE SHOULD LIKE; TO KNOW.
Whether Coir will sign on ? And if so, for what reason ?
Will the blackbirds be migrating shortly ?

" C " Company.
Owing to the absence of our regular correspondent in search of the
perfect figure, no notes appeared in these pages last month for which
we apologise. Unfortunately "Worraps" is still away, so that an
understudy has been bidden to fill liis place as best he can and give the
information required.
Before starting, we are very pleased to welcome back an old "C"
Company Officer, Lieut. A. A. J. N. Fearnside Speed, from the Depot.
Unfortunately, however, he will not be with us for loug. C.Q.M.S.
Taylor, who has left for the Depot will be much missed. His place has
been taken by C.Q.M.S. Ross, to whom we offer a hearty welcome
and congratulations ou his promotion.
The Battalion Rifle Meeting, which took place at the end of July,
was a great triumph for the Company who figured in the results of
almost every event. Nos. 9, 10 and 12 Platoons all won prizes while
C.S.M. Tong and Sgt. Cronin gained equal top score in the Revolver
practice, with Olley a close third.
In the Aldershot Command Meeting, No. 10 Platoon secured third
place in the Lewis Gun Match and "C" Company also gained third
place in the Company Match. Congratulations to all the Competitors
who fired in these. August was given over chiefly to leave and route
marches in preparation for Divisional Training in September. Parties
left at intervals in the month to prepare different camps along the route
to Headington, and the remainder left in barracks have been busy
making up their kits.
This number will be full of far better accounts of our trek into
Oxfordshire than I can give, so I will hold my peace ; suffice it to say
that we managed it and are none the worse except for a few blisters.
"C" Company is the strongest Company in the Battalion in Camp,
comprising two Officers, one W.O. and ninetytwo other ranks.
We will leave them there, engaged in fighting
tanks at dawn in
semidarkness, till next month.
Before closing, however, we have to congratulate L/Cpls. Hobson,
Lee, and McBride on their appointments and L/Cpls. Acott, Spence and
Man on gaining their pay.
Congratulations also "to L/Cpl. Trinkwon on obtaining a 1st class
on his P.T. Course.
Mr. Fagg, who was with "C" Company in Aden aud went with the
Draft to the 1st Battalion at Constantinople, if now in civilian life and
working at Headington, nr. Oxford. He heard that his Old Regiment
was marching in with the troops and promptly downed tools and made
tracks to Manor Park where he met a few old faces.
It is regretted that through this he lost his job, but has now found
another, we are glad to state. We wish him the very best of luck in
the future.
Another who frequently came to see us was Mr. Bowen
"C" Company, barber abroad. We were very glad to see that he lias
got a good business of his own and doing well. "C" Companv wish him
every success.
Did Amy pay for his deck chair by the hour or by the day, on the
Corporals' Outing to Brighton ? Or did lie find it cheaper to bring one
with him ?

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What is our Referee's gesture for sandwiching ? Ask Queen .
When is the singer going to learn to sing ? Ask Dnarls !
Has Jack had an answer from Portsmouth yet and how many snaps
has he got ? Ask Peter.
Who is the N.C.O. who smokes a pipe, but forgets to fill it ? Ask
Blind Fifty.
Does W.W. of No. 10 like being Platoon Runner? Does lie find
that his knees work better without a pack ?
Why do Peter and H.H. enjoy being in the limelight ? Are two
girls anything to do with it ?
How is Peter's sister ? Ask Tubby.
Who is the Officer's Servant who bravely did liis duty though in
great pain ? Ask Inge.
Who was the man who had an appendicitis and did it get on his
charge sheet ?
Who is the man who is still waiting for a reply to his last letter ?
Does Hall know anything about it ?
Who is the LanceCorporal who has taken up soldiering voluntarily ?
Enquire at the P.R.I.

COMPANY SPORTS NOTES.
There is not much to tell of Sports, but what there is we will
endeavour lo impart to all our good friends.
During our stay at Oxford, the company played one game of cricket,
viz. : No. 13 Platoon v. No. 16 Platoon.
The match opened in very good style, No. 16 Platoon batting first.
They started off very badly indeed, but towards the end they began to
make a stand, and Pte. Davidson being in good form, forced them lo
leave the field with a score of 30.
No. 13 Platoon then started and it seemed that No. 16 Platoon
would be winners although tliev had such a low score, for tliey were
four men down for one run, but after that things began to liven up.
Pte. Davidson and Cpl. Nasli made a good stand for a short time, but
Cpl. Nash misjudged one of " Bryan's " extras, and lie was dismissed.
Pte. Davidson cameout after making the best stand and No. 13 declared
with tiie score of 31 and 3 wickets to go.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
We will now write a number of " Things we want to know " and we
will do our best to get the answers for next month's issue.
How many blisters have " Willy " and Alfred got and where are
tliey ?
Has " C " got over his operation ?
Is it right that " Fanny " is doing manoeuvres on his cycle next
year and will he be allowed to take a pillion rider ?
Is it right that " Rabbit" has become a " Mormon " ?

Heard on the march (from a civilian):—

" Did you enjoy your " holiday," my dears ? " (We will let them
have our holiday next time as we are not at all greedy).
C.E.N.

ADVENTURES OF 15 PLATOON.
Here we are, 'midst shot and shell, tramping the beautiful country
lanes of Oxfordshire, and a few more counties ? in search of—Nuts and
Blackberries.
The most familiar cry in camp is, " Outside with your feet and rifles."
During a stunt it is, " Where's tlie cookers ? " The enemy are
seldom the subject of conversation, always food, hungry ? Why 110.
The boys seem to enjoy life in camp and its whispered they pray
for rain. Why ?
Our pet elephant nearly collapsed, but just managed to reach
Headington. Docs his proud boast still stand good, i.e., return to
Barracks across country in one day ?
On Monday night (the 12th) we nearly had a real war with a herd of
cows. Rifles were quickly reversed for action, the rear Platoon needed
110 urging to " close up," but all passed as usual without bloodshed.
We beg to offer our congratulations to L/Cpls. Hogben and Tolhurst
oil their promotion. No. 15 seems to provide N.C.O.'s for tlie
Company ? Stop throwing mud 13, 14 and 16.
Conditions being rather unfavourable for writing, etc., we will
conclude with a smile.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is Fanny a credit to Surrey ? If so, thank goodness the Buffs
arc Men of Kent.
Has our Commander the patience of Job and how long will it be
before he goes grey ?
Is Love blind ? Ask Arnold.
When is Haley going to be released and is he in No. 15 ?
Can No. 11 Section double ? Ask Stokes. And has he won prizes
for moaning ?
Still smiling 1
P.S.—Still raining, too !
SUH.EH.
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rescuers. L/Cpl. Gardner (Albuhera) was first,
pRICKET
Week
L/Cpl. Hubbert (Vittoria) second and Pte.
V and Depot Week
Ford (Albuhera), third.
being past and gone
On 8th September we played our return
we turn once more to
match with the Depot The Middlesex Regi
the business of filling
ment who journeyed down from Mill Hill.
the gaps in the ranks
The day was fine and we had an excellent and
which the recruiting
most exciting match, We hope our friends
posters tell us still
from Mill Hill will not think we lack in
exists. And indeed it
chivalry if we claim a moral though not actual,
must be admitted that
victory.
the summer, such as
Batting first, we had a lead of 27 runs on
it was, has parted,
the first innings, thanks to a fine innings by
taking
cricket
and
Lieut. Penlington. In the second innings we
kindred sports with it.
declared at 4.30 p.m. 70 for 4 wickets, leaving
It makes us shiver
our friend, the enemy, 95 minutes after tea in
almost to recount the
which to score 98 runs. This they did amidst
events of the Depot Aquatic Sports which took
great excitement, two wickets falling in the
place ou August 31st. The Swimming Bath
last three minutes of play.
really came iuto. its own on this date. No
The following day we played our return
better day could have been selected, for the
match with the Depot The Queen's Own Royal
weather seemed to make one final effort to
West Kent Regiment and on this occasion
compensate for its misdeeds during the month
scored a decisive victory, winning by seven
and we had a day of almost tropical heat.
wickets. The outstanding rungetter was onee
The competitors seemed to thoroughly enjoy
again Mr. Penlington, with 49 and 29 not out.
the time spent in the water which, during
We have thus been victorious over our
the
diving
competitions,
they
shared
opposite numbers from Maidstone both on
generously and impartially with all the
our own ground and theirs and hope to
onlookers.
continue this in other forms of sport.
The programme was as follows:—
As we shall probably have to rely on one
(1) InterSquad Relay Race; (2) Bong
Squad only for our Boxing Team, we shall
Distance Race; (3) Diving Competition; (4)
have to put in some stout work if we are to
Diving for Plates; (5) Life Saving Com
retain the Hardy Cup this year.
petition.
Our last match of the season (against Wye
The teams for the Relay Race were :—
VITTORIA SQUAD.—L/Cpl.
Cunningham,  village) bad to be abandoned because of the
rain. It was, however, a diehard affair,
L/Cpl. Hubbert, Ptes. Barlow and Pearson.
true to the conditions of the game and catches
ALBUHERA
SQUAD.—L/Cpl.
Gardner,
were being held and missed when the football
L/Cpl. Norris, Ptes. Ford and Northman.
nearby had been abandoned.
PYRENEES SQUAD.—Ptes. Pilgrim, Blythe,
Looking back on the season's cricket we
Pettitt and Payne.
feel we may on the whole congratulate our
This was won by Vittoria after a very
selves on a successful year. The side was not
exciting race, the new Squad starting oft" in
strong, in fact the batting was definitely poor,
great style, being gradually passed by
but nevertheless we managed generally to
Albuhera, who in turn had to surrender the
collect sufficient runs to give our bowlers
lead to Vittoria.
a chance while the fielding, if not brilliant, was
The Long Distance Race was equally
sound. In short, a glance through the Score
keenly contested, being won by Pte. Ford
Book shows that we either won or lost our
(Albuhera), L/Cpl. Hubbert (Vittoria) a close
matches by a very small margin, a notable
second and Pte. Pilgrim (Pyrenees) third.
exception being Wye College, who gave us, as
The diving proved difficult to judge until
usual, sound beatings. Twice, indeed we got
the arrival of Pte. Matfin, when the judges
home by one run only and only in our later
found the task somewhat simplified. Pte.
matches did we sometimes have a bit to spare.
Barlow (Vittoria) was second and Pte. Pettitt
Next year we shall miss C.S.M. Coaster,
(Pyrenees) third.
for years, with Warrant Officer Collins, the
The Life Saving Competition was the
mainstay of the attack, but we hope to balance
source of much amusement as the victim
our loss by the scores we expect from Mr.
became gradually more and more waterlogged
Penlington.
through the frantic efforts of the would be
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The season's play resulted as follows :—
Played. Won. Lost. Drawn. Abandoned.
22

11

8

1

2

The following are the averages :—
BATTING.
Name.

No. of Times Most in Total Runs
Innings not out. Innings. Scored. Average.
6
19
19
15
17

Lt. Penlington
Cpl. Drake ...
Maj. Jackson
C.S.M. Coaster
Sgt. Smith ...

1
I
1
2
T

49
53
64"
34"
32

160
364
258
175
169

3200
2020
14'30
13'30
1050

Overs.

Pte. Sparkes
W.O. (II) Collins
Sgt. Smith
C.S.M. Coaster ...

131
316
44
269

Maidens. Wickets.
23
70
3
59

30
66
13
61

Runs.

A vcrage.

337
770
157
738

11 '20
11 "60
1207
1209

CATCHES.
C.S.M. Coaster
Pte. .Sparks ..
W.O. Collins ..
Cpl. Drake
..
DEPOT THE BUFFS.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
Maj. J. V. R. Jackson, c Capt.
Savile, b Parker
8 b Mewett
Lt. F. G. Crozier, b Painter
4 b Mewett
Lt. T. X. Penlington, c Capt.
Savile, b Parker
27 b Scott
L/Cpl. Watts, b Painter
4 not out
Cpl. Drake, c Capell, b Sears... 26 e Dyer, b Scott
Pte. Laker, run out
0 not out
Pte. Sparkes, b Scott
1
Sgt. Smith, b Painter
32
W.O.Collins,c Capell,b Painter
5
Cpl. Payne, b Painter
3 Declared.
Cpl. Stubberfield, not out
I
Extras
7 Extras
Total

11S

Total

DEPOT THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
Sgt. Capell, lbw, b Sparkes
8 c Sparkes, b Collins
Pte. Sears, c and b Sparkes
27 e Penlington, b Smith
R. Parker, b Collins
5 si, b Collins
Capt. Savile, lbw, b Sparkes.... 0 b Sparkes
Cpl.Painter,c Sparkes,b Collins. 0 st, b Collins
Lt. Parker, b Sparkes
5 not out
L/c. Scott, c Crozier, b Sparkes 5 c Sparkes, b Collins
Sgt. Mewett, b .Sparkes
17 c Smith, b Collins
Pte. Dyer, b Collins
0 did not. bat.
Capt. Stock, not out
13 not out
C.Q.M.S. West, b Sparkes
0 did not bat.
Extras
11
Extras
Total

91

Total

DEPOT THE BUFFS.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
Maj.J.V.R.Jackson,b Western.. 17 c Coppell, b Bett
Lt. F. G. Crozier, b Western ... 13 st, b Whitty
Lt.T.N.Penlington, b Western.. 49 not out
L/Cpl. Watts, c Andrews, b
Kennedy
2 not out
Cpl. Drake, b Western
3 did not bat.
Pte. Laker, c Western, b Whitty 8 did not bat.
Pte. Sparkes, 1) Whitty
"l5 did not bat.
Sgt. Smith, b Whitty.'.
2 c Orcliard, b Whitty.
W.O. Collins, c Andrews, b
Whitty
0 did not bat
Cpl.Pay ne,c Orchard,b Coppell. 1 did not bat.
Cpl. Stubberfield, not out
0 did not bat.
Extras
3
Extras
Total

113

Total.

DEPOT ROYAL WEST
First Innings.
Sgt. Orchard, b Payne
27
Sgt. Savage, c Payne, b Sparkes 4
I,t. Western, b Collins
4
Lt. Petley, st, b Collins
18
Pte. Bett, c Payne, b Smith.... 3
Major Whitty, b Smith
5
Capt. Sharpin.c Sparke.b Smith 8
Dmr. Kennedy, b Payne
0
Pte. Coppell, b Payne
I
Pte. Andrews, c Smith, b Payne 2
Lt. Ilaveraft, not out
... I

Extras

Total

BOWLING.
Name.

0
4
41
IS
2
2

4
7(1

0
9
12
14
5
8
0
0
11
98

2

54

757

12

85

KENT REGIMENT.
Second Innings.
run out
b Payne
c Watts, b Payne
b Collins
!
c Laker, b Sparkes
u":..
b Collins
c Smith, 1) Collins
not out
not out
c Laker, b Collins
did not bat.
Extras
Total

36
0
5
11

0

2
6
3
4
1
14
82

The Officers' Mess have received from
Capt. R. E. Harbord a beautifully bound copy
of the Diary of the 1 /4th Battalion The Buffs.
We are very proud to have this iu the Mess
aud greatly appreciate the thought which
prompted its presentation.
On Monday, September 19th, I,ieut.
General Sir Robert D. Whigham, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.,
D.S.O.,
CommanderinChief,
Eastern Command, paid us a surprise visit and
commented on our comfortable quarters and
pleasant surroundings. Later in the morning
Sir Arthur Lynden Bell came over from
Sevenoaks to lunch with us in the Mess,
bringing with him Mr. Williams and Mr. Parry,
who have just joined the Regiment from
R.M.C., Sandhurst and are posted to the 2nd
Battalion. Earlier in the month, Mr. Hill and
Mr. Oliver, who are under orders to join the
1st Battalion in India, came down to see us.
We welcome them to the Regiment and would
like to take this opportunity of saying how
much we appreciate these visits.
Sergeants' Mess.
Although last month's Dragon contained a full
report of the happenings here during Depot Cricket
Week, special thanks are due to. the Sergeants' Mess
Committee, consisting of C.S.M. Howard, M.M., and
Sergeants Rowe, Martin and McNeir for the way in
which they carried out their various duties at the
" At Home " on the opening day, when Mr. Long, of
the Savoy Cafe had the tea arrangements in hand, and
at the Dance on the following Monday.
In the Camp Fire Concert work, Sgt.Instr.
Fletcher's Gymnastic Display team are to be
congratulated very heartily ; also the Depot Band
under C.S.M. Coaster and Sgt. Smith for carrying out
the arduous task iu lighting up the fairy lamps on the
Dragon at the Stop Butts. How we wish Oliver Mason
could have seen the illuminated Dragon !
Many other members of the Mess were also busily
employed and we all take this opportunity of especially
congratulating Sgt.Dmr. Tripp and his
Corps
of Drums on their fine work, both at the Camp Fire
Concert and at the Memorial Service Parade.
It was very gratifying indeed to see so many old
pals and comrades attend the Memorial Service in
honour of our gallant dead, and we trust still more
will assemble here next year.
During the month Sgt. Bromley has left us on
promotion and Sgt. Crowne has proceeded on
a vocational course. We wish them the best of luck.
We welcome L/Sgt. Chapman to the mess on his
being appointed L/Sgt. and also Sgt. Norwood and
family on posting to the Depot from Aldershot.
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An interesting visitor recently was exSgt. F. Cook,
whom we were pleased to see.
He joined the
1st Battalion as far back as 1884.
We are very much indebted to Mr. " Spud " Austin
for the splendid picture of regimental interest which
he has presented to the mess and which will be hung
in the anteroom.
The members of the Mess extend their deepest
sympathy to L/Sgt. and Mrs. Page on the death on
4th September of their baby son.
Corporals' Mess.
Well, readers, nothing serious has happened to make us sit up this
month, except tor the fact that the Corporals have got their football
team together and played their first match on Friday, 1st September,
starting very well by defeating the Recruits by 51. The scorers were
Eddie Wade, 1 ; Ginger Kemsley, 2; Slubber, ! and Bill Payne, !.
This seems to be a very good omen. Play up, the Corporals and put
fear into the hearts of the rest of the Depot!
The Mess is still going strong. The Wireless broke down and first
of all it was decided to leave it, but they have altered their minds and
once again we shall listenin to Daventrv. The old gramaphone is
being repaired and we have bought some new records, so there is plenty
of music to soothe the minds of the hardworked Corporals (ahem !)
We are buying a plastacinc Dart Board for Stubber and Mac. and a
few others on which to show their skill. Then, 1 suppose, our monthly
Dart Competition will come to life again, for the Cup that Stubber
has had for so long.
We were all very sorry to say goodbye to Fred Towerzey who
went back to the Battalion on the 17th. He had a very short stay in
the Depot, but still we all wish him all tlie best iu his new station and
also in his new station of life (Matrimony). (We hope all your troubles
will be little ones, Fred).
We also extend our heartiest congratulations and best wishes to
Jack Clinker ou iiis plunge into the new life (Matrimony).
L/Cpl. L G. C. Chapman has left the Mess to join the Sergeants'
Mess on his appointment to L/Sergeant ; we wish him the best of luck.
Iu the next two or three months our Mess will be all but broken
up as nearlj' all the Corporals have completed their tour of duty at the
Depot and will return to the Battalion to give others a chance, as it is
often said in the Battalion, for a scrounge at The Depot.
Before closing these notes all the Corporals extend a hearty welcome
to our new Adjutant and his wife, Lieut, and Mrs. Penlington, and
sincerely hope that their tour of duty at the Depot will be a happy
one.
During the past mouth we have said farewell to Lt. Fearnside
Speed, our late popular Weapon Training Officer.
We all wish him all the very best of luck and also our late popular
Adjutant, Capt. C. R. B. Knight, to whom we wish the same.
W.li.C.

Trained Men's Notes.
There is very little to record in this month's notes owing to the fact
that most of the Trained Men are being rewarded for their strenuous
labours of the past year, by fourteen days standeasy, i.e., leave.
All of us could not oe spared at once, so there are a few of us still sweat
ing.
We are all looking forward for the football season to commence,
and many of our budding Andy Wilsons can be seen every evening
punting the ball about.
We congratulate our Jim on being selected ViceCaptain of the
Depot Football Team.

THIS WEEK'S FAIRY STORY.
There was once a fellow called Cohen who saved up all his money to
spend on someone else.

Cadre

Platoon

Intersection Bayonet
Competition.

Fighting

On Saturday, 12th, the semifinal between No. 1 Section and No.
2 Section was held, No. 1 Section winning by six fights to five.
On Monday, 19th, the semifinal between No. 3 and ! Sections was
held. No. 3 Section won by seven fights to five.
In the final, which was held on Wednesday, 21st, No. 1 Section
beat No. 3 Section by seven fights
to five.
The following is the
result:—
Pte. Stevens, No. 1 See., beat Pte. Heaver, No. 3 Sec.; Pte.
Barlow, No. 3 Sec., beat L/Cpl. Gardner, No. 1 Sec.; Pte. Barber,
No. 1 Sec., beat Pte. Touge, No. 3 Sec.; Pte. Isoiu, No. 1 Sec., beat
Pte. Dixon, No. 3 Sec.; L/Cpl. Cunningham, No. 1, beat L/Cpl.
Norris, No. 3 Sec.; Pte. Smith, No. 1 See., beat Pte. Goodwin, No. 3
Sec.; Pte. Kerry, No. 1 Sec., beat Pte. Pearson, No. 3 Sec.;
Pte. Barningham, No. 1 Sec., beat Pte. Blanchflower, No. 3 Sec.; Pte.
Else, No. 3 Sec., beat Pte. Beaird, No. 1 Sec.; Pte. McVay, No. 3
Sec., beat Pte. Morris, No. 1 .Sec.; Pte. H. Bailey, No. 3 Sec., beat
Pte. Candlisli, No. 1 Sec.; L/Cpl. Hubbert, No. 3 Sec., beat Pte.
Goodall, No. 1 Sec.
The winning Section was provided with a supper in the N.A.A.F.I.

The 4th Battalion.

A

SUCCESSFUL Brigade extra
training weekend was
held in tlie vicinity of Dover on
the 3rd4th September.
It
commenced with a promotion
examination in subject (c) for
captains.
Four
candidates
attended from the Battalion (Bt.
Major D. J. Dean, Capt. C. F. S.
Witts, Capt. G. D. Bacon and
Capt. A. E. L. Hardcastle). Many
congratulations to them all on
passing, especially to Capt. Witts,
who obtained the highest marks
in the Brigade. The Divisional
Commander has since been kind
enough to single out the Battalion
for liis special commendation
on the fact of four officers
passing.
A reunion was held at Dover that evening.
Amongst the fourteen officers who attended, we were
particularly glad to see Captains Smith, Winch and
Howe. The two former have recently retired from the
active list of the Battalion. It was nice to see them
again amongst us. Captain Howe was in command
of the training cadre attached to us in camp,
and we were more than glad to see him again and
renew old acquaintances. Lieut. Wayland, attached
to us from the 4th Gloucesters, also turned up, and
much to our delight, said he would shortly be applying
to transfer to us properly. He will be very welcome.
We had also hoped to see our prospective new
Machine Gun Officer, Mr. Helbard. He could not
come, however, and to our great regret, has since
written to say that as he may be leaving the country,
it will not be possible for him to join.
Amongst the noncommissioned ranks who turned
up for the weekend, we were glad to see nearly all the
seniors and many of the juniors. Sgt. Dennis, just
home from a holiday in the Free State, told us some
interesting details of the I.R.A. ; one is that no
married men are allowed !
Some 150 other ranks from other units in the
Brigade were accommodated in our Dover Drill Hall.
Daddy Keeler was successful in providing a large
supply of blankets, without which the floor must have
proved uninvitingly hard. But all ranks were cheery,
and thanks to the able catering of Mr. R. O. Tyrrell
(not to mention that of Sgt. Doe !) spent, we believe,
a not too uncomfortable evening. Congratulations
to C.S.M. Couchman on the way he ran the
administrative details.
On the following day we all started early for Lydden
Spout range. Shooting on the whole was quite good,
although we did not succeed in winning either of the
challenge cups. "B" Company's team was fifth in the
Coronation Cup (so nearly won by "C" Company two
years ago). "B" Company of the 5tli R. Sussex were
this year's winners. The Battalion team was a close
third in the Divisional Cup, won by the 4th R.W. Kent
Regiment. In this shoot, Lieut. Hewitt won a medal
for the best score at 500 yards, scoring one short of
a possible. Well done ! Altogether a most successful
weekend.
In other ways, all may be said to be progressing
according to plan. Drills" have recommenced every
where. Capt. Witts is back from his holiday in
Taunton, in time to complete his company in musketry
on the newly reopened Birchington range, where we
hope there will now be no more such incidents as that
which caused its closing !
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Lt. Brooke, having spent too much money on the
[jRhine (and its produce !) is dashing home again (via
Brussels) and the rest of the world seems to be
^recovering from hopping.
Before ending these notes I must refer to a very
pleasant addition to our orderly room picture gallery.
We presented Sir Arthur LyndenBell with a framed
photograph of the officers of the Battalion to
commemorate his visit to us in camp. Very much to
our delight and surprise, he has, in return, given us
a signed photo, of himself. It now occupies a place
of honour over the office mautleshelf.
" C " (Weald) Company.
Owing to hoppicking our Central and Detachment Drill Halls have
been closed, but training nights will be resumed in the first week of
October. This closing has given us an opportunity of making
preparation for the winter training season aiid our .SergeantInstructor,
full of pep. after his holiday in Ireland, ha? thoroughly overhauled the
miniature range and built up a first class " butts " and landscape
target.
The Company offers its congratulations to the Skipper on his success
in the recent promotion examination, as also to all those of other
Companies who aspire to the giddy heights of a majority. That this
Battalion should have produced the Officer who should head tlie Brigade
is a matter for rejoicing. He certainly had his Witts about him.
Our Skipper has since, suddenly vanished, leaving no address, but
our worst fears were today allayed when the Bank was consulted and
the Company funds found to he more or less intact.
On Sunday, the 4 th, we arose right early (tiiat is a select band of
us) and sallied out to the range at Dover in the hopes of doing great
deals in the Brigade Competitions. Let us say at once that it was
not our daj out and leave it at that. Even the fact that one of our
number wangled a medal could not atone for the blow which our hopes
received.
We much regret that we have had to lose Corporal Norman, whose
discharge appears in orders, owing to a change in employment which
makes Annual Training out of the question.
Our thanks arc due to him for all his work and we wish him the best
of luck.
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Blinder and Dusty.

HAT ! " exclaimed Blinder, " Old .Sailor Cooper
run ? Why 'e couldn't beat a carpet, let alone
anything on two legs."
" What are yer talking abawt ?" answered Dusty.
" Why, old Sailor was the best runner we ever 'ad in
the regiment and that's asaying something when yer
thinks of Paddy, Carey, Old George Morgan and the
like."
" I know'd 'e could run a bit " chipped in Snowball
" because the C.O. said that old Sailor was the best
runner 'e 'ad."
" Awtside the blinking orderly room wiv a stick in
'is mit. That's the only running Sailor can do " inter
jected Blinder.
" Well be Jabers " joined in Mick Bropliy. " He's
after having such big feet that he need only be after
putting them down a half a dozen times, and a hundred
yards is a thing of the past it is."
" Yus, I can prove that " spoke Harry J acobs.
" Old Sailor walked out with a Rough rider's daughter,
and 'er old man didn't approve of it. One day 'e
chased old Sailor, yelling ' I'll give yer beans if I could
only catcli yer.' Sailor, who was dressed iu red, shouts
back ' Give me beans ? Can't yer see I'm a scarlet
runner !' "
" Come on—chuck it " said Blinder. If old Sailor
comes in ver'll never 'ear the end of 'is blinking
triumphs."
" Why not talk abawt scrapping " suggested Spud
Austin. " I reckons that Darky Barton was the best
bloke we ever 'ad with 'is dooks."
" Garn away " answered Tin Tacks. " What
abawt Mr. Lister ?"
" What—'im fight " shouted Spud. " I knocked
corners orf 'im one night, and would 'ave blinking
well murdered 'im if the orderly sergeant 'adu't started
slinging forms abawt and rattling tea cans and yelling

' Show a leg—come on, get that tea can away !' I was
just agoing to knock 'im awt and become a British
Champion, when I got woke up. Rotten luck I calls
it."
" It's a perishing treat to be awt of the line
011 Divisional rest " spoke Dusty, evidently getting
a bit fed up with the running and boxing topic
of conversation.
" Rest—yer calls it " answered Blinder. " The
Bosh sees yer dou' 'ave any blooming rest wiv
'is Taubes and Bombers over yer every night. Then
there's the Adjutant who finks we're 011 dooty at
Buckingham Palace, instead of 'aving a scrap wiv the
German Emperor. Yer spends 'ours a polishing up
buttons aud smacking khaki bianco 011 yer straps ;
then yer goes to kip and dreams of dear old Blighty,
astroiiing dawn the Strand wiv a girl, when all of a
sudden yer 'ears a ' crash !' and finds yerself aud yer
kit mixed up in abawt two ton of earf. Oh ! it aiiit
'alf a lovely war. Then yer parades for guard abawt
'alf 'our arter yer've been dug awt wiv picks and
shovels, and the Adjutant says ' Take 'is name, Sgt.
Major, for 'aving mud on 'is trousers. The men must
be smart now they're on Divisional rest.' In tire next
blooming war, Dusty, I'm agoing to be a camouflaged
whack or summit."
" Yes" replied Dusty. " Them aeroplanes aint
no blooming good for anybody. I remembers the fust
one I seed" awt 'ere.
It came over one night and
carried a light like a bulls eye lantern, and dashed
abawt like an 'ungry sparrow. Of course, yer could
only see the light. Blinder, as it was pitch dark. Old
Sailor swore it was a Eire fly that 'ad run amuck.
Smudger said it was a shooting star, which meant
auuvver kid 'ad been born ; Tommy Cook would 'ave
it it was a ' verey light ' that 'ad got stuck in the air.
The officers—oh the officers—yer should 'ave seen
'em. They were all awtside the officer's mess
aworking awt the situation. The C.O. sent a message
to the General to come and 'ave a squint through the
regimental telescope. The Adjutant vowed it was
what they called ' Mars ' but the C.O. said ' Rot ' as
anyone could see it was ' J upitor !' Most of the officers
reckoned it must be a planet trying to get back 'ome,
as it was moving abawt fifteen degrees a minute—what
ever they meant by that. Blinder. All of a sudden,
the blinking light went awt, and a blooming ton bomb
came a crashing dawn at abawt fifteen miles a second,
and when it was all over, the C.O. was asitting abawt
fifty yards away in a kind of earf quake—yer could
just twig 'im awiping 'is 'ead and asking all the other
officers that was lying abawt, if they 'ad seen
anyfing."
" ' Yus Sir,' answered Bobbie. You remembers
'im, Blinder. ' Blinking stars. Sir : it was an 'orrible
spill. Sir. All wheels punctured—engine awt of action,
radiator twisted inside awt—'ooter wont 'oot—brakes
all
'"
" Then the .C.O. got wild aud says ' What the devil
are yer talking abawt ?' My word Blinder, they was
in a' pickle. Then old Bobbie pulled 'imself together
like, and says ' Oh, very sorry, Sir—very sorry, Sir,
I forgot where I was for the moment. I suppose yer
don't want to buy a Dragon Mascot does yer ?
They're so 'andy when yer as a smash up like this.' "
Dusty's yarn was cut short by the sounding of the
' Alarm : and frantic order to fall in at the double.
Being nighttime there was a bit of a commotion.
Blinder dashed out as ordered and made in the
direction of the parade ground at a tremendous pace.
Half way, a voice yelled ' Fall in !" which made Blinder
put on an extra spurt, and tumble head over heels into
one of the usual trenches one finds associated with
military camping grounds. After a struggle, he
managed to extricate himself and join his company.
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but his company would have nothing to do with him,
until gas masks had been adjusted. When the General
arrived to see the result of the surprise alarm, he looked
at Blinder, turned his horse about, shouted ' Dismiss
the parade, Colonel," and galloped off. " It's an ill
wind that don't blow somebody any good " said
Blinder to himself, but I'd like to brain the bloke that
knocked dawn that blinking screen."
When out 011 Divisional rest it was usual to have
that rest disturbed by visits of inspection and lectures
by the various base schools and training centres. It
seemed that no sooner did the word go round that
certain units were out for a rest than an army of Staff
Officers, Warrant Officers and N.C.O.'s dashed out
from numerous places ' somewhere in France ' behind
the line, to instruct the men 011 something they had
never done before, i.e., how to fight the German.
Blinder and Dusty having spent over two years
' fighting
the German ' found the lectures most
interesting and instructive. The first lecture was by
au officer on the subject of cooking in the field.
lie
commenced like this :
" I should like to say I have a bone to pick " which
rather suggested to Blinder it might have been done
" 011 the mat " with the School of Scouting. " Lord
Roberts once said, ' an army marches 011 its stomach.'
That meant to say that the best fed army would win
the war. It did not mean that au army crawling about
like snakes iu the grass would be victorious—it is a libel
to say such a thing. Au army cannot possibly win ou
an empty stomach. Hence I say to you, cookery is
going to be the deciding factor. Good food, well
cooked, will beat the Germaus. Any questions ?"
" Yus Sir," shouted Blinder. " What abawt the
bloke that 'as to eat it—don't 'e count ?"
Then there came along someone from the School of
Musketry who nearly fainted because Dusty could not
tell him "where the stud on the cocking piece was when
the breach was open. " The rifle is the only thing
that will win the war " he said. " If you take the
rifle away from the man he is as useless as a new born
babe. Any questions ?"
" Yus Sir," spoke Dusty. " What 'appens if yer
take the man away from the rifle ?"
" It's the bayonet—yes the bayonet, that will wipe
the enemy off the earth " thundered the officer from
the Blood off the Bullet School. " Get close to your
man then d
well stick him—like this " at the same
time demonstrating, by making an unorthodox
expression and taking a powerful lunge at a hanging
sandbag. " That's all you have to do. Any
questions ?"
" Yus Sir," spoke Blinder again. " Cau yer say if
the ovver bloke 'as a cheese knife ? Do the bayouet
go in of its own accord or do I ave to shove it in ?"
A visit from the Bombing School was the next item
and it was declared cooking, the rifle aud bayonet were
of secondary importance compared with the bomb.
" This is a war of staguatiou and we have to bomb the
German out of his trenches. The days of commeueing
battles at 2,000 yards have gone for ever. Take it
from me, the liaud grenade will win the war." When
the officer from the School of Hygiene arrived, he made
a great point in stating that clean shirts would win the
war. A man with a clean shirt will kill more of the
enemy in a given time than a man in a dirty shirt,"
a remark which neither Blinder nor Dusty from past
experience agreed with.
" You know " said Dusty to his pal, " one of them
vet officers came swanking round the transport lines.
Just up from the base I spects. Well, 'e asks our
officer where the reserve asses was kept, aud yer ought
to 'ave seen 'is kite wheu our bloke says at the base !"
" I reckons our officers was right—don't you,
Dusty ?"
J.E.
(Continued in December).

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.
Sec.Ft. J. A. Botley to be Lt. (July 23rd).
The following Sec.Lts. to be Lts. (September 3rd):—J. G. Nichol
son, P. T. G. LyndenBell.
The following Officer (University Candidate) to be Sec.Lt. (Sept.
3rd), with seniority as stated against name :—Sec.Lt. G. E. F. Oliver,
from General List, T.A. (February 11th).
The following Gentlemen Cadets from' the Royal Military College,
to be Sec.Lts. (September 1st) :—
R. F. Parry, H. P. Williams, C. G. Hill.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OK OFFICERS,
REGIMENTAL LIST.
INFANTRY.
Lt. E. H. Parsous resigns his commission and retains his rank
September 7th).
MEMORANDA.
Lt. G. H. Mitchell, The Buffs, is granted the temporary rank of
Capt., whilst serving with the King's African Rifles (August 14th).

The Depot.
RECRUITS.
Attested as shewn :—
Pte. F. A. Braid wood, 12827 ; Pte. G. C. Strudwich and Pte. R.
Fitzgibbou, 15827; Pte. F. Liudup, 17827; Pte. L G. Lilly
white, 15 827 ; Pte. I. Biddle, 18827 ; Pte. J. F. Pettitt, 20827 ;
Pte. J. C. Mitchell, 22827 ; Pte. F. Port, 22827 ; Pte. W. Cliitty,
22827 ; Pte. R. Blvth, 23827 ; Pte. J. Mitchell, 22827 ; Pte.
R. Taylor, 22827; Pte. A. Gallagher, 23827; Pte. I'\ Rush,
25827 : Pte. A. Revnolds, 29827 ; Pte. W. Byrne, 30827;.
Pte. A. F. Peacock, 30827 ; Pte. T. Gambrill, 1927 ; Pte. F. S.
King, 1927 ; Pte. S. J. Miller, 5927.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6278771 L/Sgt. A. Bromley, promoted Sergeant, 14827, vice
Ongley promoted.
6282972 L/Cpl. L. Chapman, promoted Corporal and appointed Paid
LanceSergeant, 148 27 vice Bromley promoted.
6281631 L/Cpl. A. Smith, appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 14827,
vice Chapman promoted.
POSTINGS.
6278771 Sgt. A. Bromley and 6279083 Cpl. F. Towerzey, reposted
to 2nd Battalion, 17827.
6282053 Pte. S. Church, posted to 2nd Battalion, 18827.
6278173 C.S.M. G. Coaster, posted to 2nd Battalion, 20827.
6188607 Sgt. C. Crowne, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 1927.
6278362 Sgt. P. Norwood, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion for
a tour of duty, 19827.
6280382 Cpl. J. Richards, (2nd Battalion The Buffs), posted to
Depot for a tour of duty, 29627.
DISCHARGES.
6283566 Pte. R. Laing, discliarged under para. 363 (vi) (b) K.R.'s,
12827.
6283579 Pte. E Green, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a) K.R.'s,
22827.
6283580 Pte. S. Hutson, discharged under para. 363 (vi) («) K.R.'s,
26827.
6283588 Pte. W. Chitty, discliarged under para. 363 (vi) (a) K.R.'s,
2927.
4384664 Pte. W. Cane, discharged under para.. 363 (xvi) K.R.'s,
2927.

The 4th Battalion.

ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength and posted to Companies as shown
6283673 Pte. W. Deane, "D" (F), 20727 ; 6283874 Pte. F. Duke,
"C" (C) 27727; 6283672 Pte. G. Moores, "D" (D), 11727;
6283675 Pte. S. Sharp, "C" (C), 29727; 6283678 Pte E. Bennett,
"D" (D). 22827 : 6082053 Pte. S. Clayson, "B' (C), 24827 ;
6283677 Pte. W. Goddard, "B" (C), 27827 ; 6283676 Boy P. Miles,
"B" (C), 24827.
DISCHARGES.
6282197 Pte. J. Himnan, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 14827.
6283250 Pte. J. Rootes, "C" (H), discharged having joined Regular
Army (R.A.S.C.), M.T. w/e from 1,827.
6283285 Pte. F. Castle, "A" (R), discharged under Para. 1935
T. A. Regs., w/e from 2927.
6283615 Pte. W. Miller, "A" (R), discliarged having joined Regular
Army (The Buffs) w/e from 4927.
6281334 Cpl. W. Norman, "C" (H), discharged under Para. 193 3
w/e from 12927.
6283256 Pte. P. Shew, "B" (W), discharged under Para. 193 3 w/e
from 12927.

Post free
Ireland & Abroad,
8/ per annum.
4' 6 months.
2— 3 months.
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But my song I troll out, for CHRISTMAS stout,
The hearty, the true and the hold ;
A bumper I drain, and with might and main
Give three cheers for this CHRISTMAS old;
We'll usher him in with a merry din
That shall gladden his joyous heart,
And we'll keep him up, while there's bite or sup,
And in fellowship good, we'll part.
Charles Dickens.

Personalia.
ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget writes under
date November 18th :
" My health continues to improve,
and I have every hope that I shall be
normal by the time I get back and be able
to get about the country."
Brig.General R. McDouall has been elected
a member of the Royal St. George's Golf Club,
Sandwich.
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman writes
from Scotland that he hopes to visit
Canterbury
before
going
abroad.
Sir
Theodore has had most excellent shooting in
Inverness, both amongst the grouse and also
stalking. His eldest son, who was in charge
of Ben Alder Forrest, owned by Lady Houston,
where they got 70 stags, killed 51 and only
shot at 52. This, we think, must be a record.
We are sorrj' to hear that Lt.Colonel
L. W. Lucas has sent in his papers and is
vacating the Command of the 2nd Battalion
in January. We are informed that Major J.
Crookenden has been selected to take over
the Command from Colonel Lucas and we offer
him our hearty congratulations.

Lieut.Colonel E. B. Burns, who has
recently been appointed Secretary to the mid
Kent Stag Hounds, had two falls when out
with them on November 5th, the first
over water and the second over an awkward
fence, due to his safety iron giving way.
The Art Editor of the Evening Standard
took him home in his car, when it was found
that he was suffering from a broken rib.
We are glad to hear that Colonel Burns
is progressing satisfactorily.
" Mrs. J. B. Backhouse again sends a few
lines to The Dragon to wish the Officers, Past
and Present and the Men of all ranks in the
dear old Regiment, The Buffs, a real jolly
Christmas and everything that makes life
worth having in 1928."
Lieut.Colonel J. H. Leslie, the Editor of
the Journal of The Society of Army Historical
Research, informs us that he is starting
a reproduction in colours of " Colours of The
Regiments," Kings and Regimental, contained
in the book in the Royal Library at Windsor.
The Buffs' Colours will appear in the July
number of the Journal.
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Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Howard Smith have
returned to Bareilly after a most interesting
trip to Kashmir.

Capt. Sandilands and Lieut. Fearnside
Speed have sailed, respectively for the Sudan
aud Nigeria.

We hear that Lt.Colonel H. F. Sparrow
has recently been seen at Biarritz.

Capt. and Mrs. Willows have taken a house
near Faversham.

Major C. S. Field has become a member of
the Naval and Military Club.

Capt. E. B. Backhouse is expected home
on leave shortly from the Gold Coast.

Major J. V. R. Jackson is very anxious to
obtain as many recruits as possible from Kent.
Squads are to be formed at the Depot,
approximately as follows :—9th—30th Decem
ber ; 20th January—10th February; 2nd—
23rd March. We fell sure that our readers
will do everything in their power to help.

We congratulate Capt. C. S. F. Witts on
being awarded the Territorial Decoration.

Major R. T. MonierWilliams, O.B.E.,
has just joined the Past and Present
Association and has generously forwarded £\
for payment of subscriptions for the years
intervening since the War. Major Monier
Williams joined the 7th Battalion on tlie 12th
September, 1914, was promoted Lieutenant
in November and Captain on the 27th
December the same year. He was promoted
Major (2nd in command) on the 17th January,
1927, and was transferred to the General List
(General Staff) as Staff Captain.
We are sorry to hear that Major and Mrs.
Gould are experiencing difficulties in connec
tion with the completion of their new house at
Ciboure. Major and Mrs. Gould contemplate
spending the winter at Monte Carlo.
On another page will be found some details
regarding the formation of a branch of tlie
Past and Present Association at Dover. Major
F. W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood are the
leading pioneers.
The prospects are distinctly good and we
wish tlie branch every success.
As winter is approaching, Major George
Chapman is proceeding to Pinehurst, North
Carolina, to instruct the Americans in that
winter resort in Archery.
We thank Captain Sydney Maiden for the
very pleasing pictorial supplement which
accompanies this Number
This is a linocut—(woodcut process), exe
cuted entirely by Captain Maiden himself.
We not only thank him, but congratulate him
on his work.
We thank Mrs. HammondDavies very
much for her story "A Christmas Fantasy."

Capt. R. Child's Dragon Mascot, to which
we referred in our last issue, as proved a great
success. All who have received it agree that
it is excellent.
We understand that Capt. H. de R. Morgan
is to be Brigade Machine Gun Officer of the
5th Infantry Brigade. We hope he may yet
find time to run a Christmas Pantomime.
The funeral of Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull,
to whose much regretted death we refer else
where, was the occasion of a remarkable
demonstration of affection at Aldershot.
Besides our own Regiment, many officers,
N.C.O.'s and men of other Regiments attended
the funeral and sent tributes of regards.
It is interesting to note that Brig.General
Knatchbull, the father of our comrade, joined
the 3rd Battalion in 1880 when Colonel
Waldron Kelly was Adjutant.
General
KnatchbuU's surviving son is now serving in
the Royal West Kent Regiment.
Lieut. H. F. G. D'Arcy Symonds writes
a cheery letter from Tamali, N. Territory,
Gold Coast. In consequence of attacks from
a peculiarly vile type of mosquito, he has been
in hospital for three weeks with fever, but is
fit and well again and playing Polo.
It is good to know that we are once again
to have a Regimental Representative at
Sandhurst. Lieut. A. J. D. Rose joins the
Royal Military College on February 2nd.
We understand that Lieut. D. W. Hendin
is leaving the Service in December and we wish
him every success in Civil life.
Lieut. E. P. C. Bruce has joined the 2nd
Battalion after his recent serious motor
accident. We are glad to hear that he seems
to be little the worse for his alarming
experience.
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We are glad to hear that Lieut. D. S. Lister
is very happy in his home in the Bush
at Zuru. We understand that he recently
contributed an article to The Evening News
on the subject of teaching Boxing to the
natives of Northern Nigeria.
The number of officers of the same name in
the Regiment at the present time is remark
able—the names of Parr}', Oliver, Crozier,
Allen and Williams each have two repre
sentatives.
We offer our congratulations to the War
Office on the new production, " Guide to Civil
Employment," price 3d.
We recommend that this should be a free
issue to all men leaving the Colours.
As usual the Benevolent
Fund is
despatching Christmas Puddings to deserving
eases, and it is hoped that those who can help
will be so generous as to send donations,
however small, to the Secretary, Past and
Present Association, to help to cover the cost.
We offer our congratulations to the
Sergeants' Mess of the 2nd Battalion on having
produced quite the best Regimental Christmas
Card we have seen. We have received one
and very much appreciate it.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Crowne. —6188607 Sgt. C. Crowne, "D," a

sou, William Charles Patrick, born at
Portland, 9/9/27.
Honeywell. —6279062 Cpl. G. Honeywell,
"D," a daughter, Violet Elizabeth Lilian,
born at Aldershot, 18/10/27.
MARRIAGE.

Chapman—Gould. —735674 Cpl. W. Chap
man married at Canterbury, 11/12/26 to
Daisy Beatrice Gould.
DEATH.

Knatchbull. —On October 31st, 1927, as a

result of a motor accident, Walter
Dairy tuple, Lieut., 2nd Battalion, The
Buffs, and younger son of BrigadierGeneral
G. W. C. Knatchbull, C.M.G., aged 22.

O b i t u a r y . — Continued.

He was a true sportsman and a firm friend.
He had served some three years with the
Regiment, having been educated at Marl
borough and Sandhurst and had represented
the Battalion at Hockey and as a welter
weight in the Officers' Class when the Battalion
got into the filial of the Aldershot Command
Boxing Tournament.
He was known to all the Battalion and his
loss will be felt by all as just that something
which cannot be replaced.
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Obituary.
fPHE funeral of .Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull,
J.
whose death occurred in a motoring
accident the previous Sunday night, took
place at the Aldershot Military Cemetery on
Friday, 4th November.
Tlie coffin, transferred from house to gun
carriage outside the Officers' Mess at
Blenheim Barracks, was draped with a Union
Jack on which were laid his cap and sword
and also a wreath from his brother officers.
His brother subalterns acted as Pall Bearers
and then followed his relatives and Lt.Col.
L. W. Lucas and officers of the Battalion and
also officers of 11th Hussars, 1st King's Own
Royal Regt. and 2nd Battalion The Norfolk
Regiment.
Lieut. J. A. Bottley, who shared with him
in the accident and so happily escaped unhurt,
though badly shaken, commanded the escort
and Sgt. Annan, his Platoon Sergeant, com
manded the firing party. The remainder of
"D" Coy. following, carrying wreaths, at the
head of the Battalion, which was at full
strength.
At the Cemetery, where a short service was
held, there were large numbers present, among
whom were MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell,
Col.Comdt. W. W. PittTaylor and the
Brigade Staff, many more relatives and friends,
the wives of the officers of the Battalion and
also many of those of the warrant and non
commissioned officers and men.
After Reveille had been sounded and all
but a few had filed away, the wreaths were
placed beside the grave, which, facing Kent
wards on the slope of a steep hill, is in a small
triangular plot in the officers' portion of the
Cemetery. The wreaths, of which there were
over forty, included, besides those of near
relatives and family friends, those from the
2nd Battalion, the Sergeants, the Corporals,
all Companies and the Officers' Mess Staff.
Beautiful wreaths were also received from the
Officers, 1st Battalion, The Officers, The
Depot, Warrant Officers and Staff Sergeants,
the Depot, Corporals, The Depot, Major
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell, The Officers,
2nd Battalion, The Norfolk Regiment, 1st
Battalion The King's Own Royal Regiment,
2nd Battalion The Dorsetshire Regiment and
the Aldershot Command Cross Country
Running Association.
It is difficult to express in words the feeling
of the Battalion at the loss it has suffered in
the death of Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull.
At first perhaps a little shy, he had a great
charm of manner which brought out his innate
kindliness of heart, he was always cheery,
always game, always considerate and never
rattled.
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Our Canad an Allies.

O

NLY a few Buffs had the privilege either of
meeting our Canadian allies before or during
the Great War, orjjof visiting tliem iu Canada last year.
Nevertheless, the keen mutual interest between the
two regiments is clearly demonstrated by general
acclamation whenever and wherever The Bulls and the
Queen's Own Rifles meet. Between times we have
our share in the pleasant duty of keeping that interest
alive and of increasing it. This can be done by gaining
a closer knowledge of each other and it is with that
idea that this short account of the Colonel of the
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada has been compiled and
is now presented to Dragon readers.


*

*

»

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM OTTER,
Colonel of the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
General Sir William Dillon Otter, K.C.B., C.V.O.,
V.D., was born near Clinton, Ontario, on the 3rd
December, 1843. He commenced his military career
in August, 1861, as a private in a Volunteer Company,
the Victoria Rifles, later merged in the Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada. Three years later, having in the
meantime been promoted to the rank of sergeant, he
was appointed a lieutenant in the Queen's Own Rifles
and on the 8th March, 1866, he became its Adjutant
with the rank of captain. For four months during
the winter of 186465 he served with two companies
of the Queen's Own on the Niagara Frontier when three
Battalions of the Militia were called out for " actual
service " (to use the term then in force) to preserve
neutrality and to prevent raids from Canadian territory
by members of tlie Confederate forces who had crossed
into Canada, upon Federal cities during the American
Civil War. He was again present with his regiment,
as Adjutant, when it was placed on service once more
in 1866 to repel the Fenian invaders who had crossed
from Buffalo on 31st May.
His work as Adjutant was particularly outstanding.
His promotion to the rank of major came on 6th June,
1869, and on the 4th of June, 1874, he was made
lieutenantcolonel by brevet. On the 28tli May, 1875,
he succeeded to the command of his regiment and
immediately set himself to the task of making the
Queen's Own the best trained and best administered
regiment of the Militia. To questions of organization
and interior economy he applied himself particularly,
and in 1881 he published a book on these subjects
entitled " The Guide." " Otter's Guide," as the book
is more familiarly referred to, became the standard
work of its kind in Canada.
When the Rebellion in the NorthWest Territories
broke out in 1885, LieutenantColonel Otter was given
command of one of the three Columns.
On 1st July, 1886, LieutenantColonel Otter was
appointed to the command of Military District No. 2,
with Headquarters at Toronto. This position he
continued to hold for ten years. In 1895 lie was in
England for seven months undergoing courses of
instruction and before returning passed liis examination
for Tactical Fitness for Command. In 1896 he became
Inspector of Infantry.
When the South African War broke out Lieutenant
Colonel Otter was given the command of the regi
ment of Infantry, known as the 2nd (Special Service)
Battalion, Royal Canadian Regiment, which was raised
on the 18th October, 1899. The regiment landed at
Capetown on 30th November and on the following day
left for the front, coming under Lord Methuen's
command. That the Canadians under Colonel Otter
markedly distinguished themselves is a matter of
history, their advance at Paardeburg, which ensured
Cronje's surrender with 4,000 men, being an especially
fine feat of arms. On his return to Canada, Colonel
Otter was presented with a Sword of Honour.

In 1908 Colonel Otter, now a temporary Brigadier
General, was offered the command of the 5th Infantry
Brigade at Aldershot.^ His services could not be spared
from Canada, however, for already he had been
designated for the important position of Chief of the
General Staff and First Military Member of the Militia
Council. This post he took over on the 1st April, 1908,
being the first
Canadian officer to hold the
appointment. On the 1st July, 1910, lie was promoted
MajorGeneral, being again the first
officer of tlie
Canadian Militia ever to reach that rank.
General Otter became InspectorGeneralJ^on the
1st November, 1910. For two years he held this
important position until on the 1st December, 1912, he
retired to pension. The outstanding work of 52 years
iu the military forces of Canada was recognised by His
Majesty, who in 1913 created General Otter a Knight
Commander of the Order of the Bath.
General Otter was not fated to remain for long upon
the Retired List. On the outbreak of the Great War
unfortunately he was past the age for employment in
the field,
but on the 7tli November, 1914, he was
restored to the Active List and given the appointment
of " O.C. Internment Operations."
On the 30th September, 1920, MajorGeneral Otter
was finally permitted again to revert to the Retired
List with a record behind him of nearly sixty years
service of the most distinguished character.
Sir William Otter has happily been described by
an eminent Canadian as the " Iron Duke of the
Canadian Militia."
T.H.K.

Military Appointments
The following appointments are announced by the
War Office :—
Lt.Gen. Sir A. A. MontgomeryMassingberd,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., to be General Officer Commanding
inChief, Southern Command, in succession to General
Sir A. J. Godley, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., A.D.C. (17th June,
1928).
Ord. Officer, 1st Class and Col. C. D. R. Watts,
C.B., C.M.G., to be promoted MajorGeneral and to be
Director of Ordnance Services at the War Office, in
succession to MajorGen. R. K. Scott, C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.O. (1st Jan., 1928).

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" On The March."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The DieHards."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" Tlie Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Snapper."
" The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry Journal."
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" British Legion Journal."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Sapper."
" The Black Diamond."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" Argyllshire Highlanders' News."
" The Leopard."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" The Red Hackle."
" K.S.L.I. and Herefordshire Regimental Journal."
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Empire Settlement.
BRITISH COLUMBIA—WILLOW POINT, NR. NELSON.
By Lt.Col. A. W. N. Taylor, C.S.I.

T

CLIMATE.
O any couple, with or without children, with
The best allround climate the writer has struck
a small permanent income, desiring to settle
after being in most parts of the world. Proved to be
in Canada and content with a healthy outofdoors life
considered a Health Resort by tlie establishing of
in an excellent climate amidst most beautiful scenery,
a large T.B. Hospital (now closed) for Canadian soldiers
the writer can confidently recommend this settlement.
by the Government during the war at Balfour, 15 miles
Coming out to Britisli Columbia immediately after
from—but on the same level with—Willow Point on
the war with a wife and four children, we first travelled
the NelsonKasle road. Not so hot, dusty or dry as
about the Province looking for a good location, and
the Okanagan Valley, not so wet and rainy as the West
finally
selected this as embracing most of the
aud Vancouver Island, it strikes a happy mean. In
advantages we hoped for. A life of 36 years' soldiering
summer the temperature may play sometimes round
in England, South Africa, Egypt, Burma, India,
90 degrees to 100, but tlie nights are never hot, and
Australia and China, rendered us more or less
one always requires a blanket. The winters vary,
connisseurs of climates, at least, and the only mistakes
sometimes
so mild that the skating is spoilt, at others
we made were buying too large a property and believing
cold snaps of brief duration of zero weather—10 degrees
the very highly coloured pamphlets and advertisements
below zero lowest ever known—but the houses are
interested parties to the effect that there was
warm, the air is dry, there is much sunshine and one
a fortune to be made in apple growing. An English
does not feel the cold half as much as one does
family with a private income of /400 aud upwards can
in England. Even the AngloIndian, after a lifetime
live a healthy, comfortable life and bring up their
children in many parts
of British Columbia.
While the cost of living
can be kept down and
pleasant work enjoyed
by the growing of vege
tables and fruit, keeping
of poultry, a cow, a
couple of pigs, bees,
and so on. After eight
years' experience the
writer considers that
taking it all round the
vicinity of Nelson in
the Kootenavs and
Willow Point in partic
ular, are pretty hard
to beat as a spot to live
in.
The Settlement
known as Willow Point
stretches along
the
North Shore of the
West Arm of the Koot
enay Lake, and com
prises some 30 odd
families living on their
own holdings (which
vary inrsize from 1 acre
KOOTENAY VALLEY, B.C.
to 40 acres), the centre
of the Settlement (the
spent in the East, need have no fear on this score. As
Anglican Church) being six miles from Nelson, a city
California is as easily accessible from here as the French
of 8,000 inhabitants, with every want in the way of
Riviera is from London, some of our community
doctors, dentists, high school, business college, shops
occasionally flit there from January to March, but it
and churches of every denomination, a theatre and
is more on account of the amusements to be found
cinemas. A valley surrounded by wooded mountains,
there, than the severity of the winter, and presumably
so sheltered that blizzards, storms or high winds are
tliey can afford it. Spring and Autumn are lovely.
unknown. The people live on one side of the lake on
the slopes of the hills (the other side is too steep), with
COST OF LIVING.
the main road NelsonKasle running along the lake
Groceries and meat about the same as England.
shore. Halfanhour by motor to Nelson and twoand
We have our own Cooperative Store where all
ahalf to Kasle.
necessities can be got. Folk who wish or require to
live economically can do so by raising and preserving
SCENERY.
for winter their own food products. Clothes, boots,
furniture, etc., are expensive, but any old things do
Requires a poet or an artist to do it justice. The
for normal wear, for everybody works. A great saving
fact that Mr. Frederick Riven, the poet and author,
in this matter is effected compared to living in England,
lives here permanently speaks volumes for the beauty
for it is only on verj' special occasions that one don's
of the place and climate, for no man knows British
one's " glad rags." People with ^500 to £700 «i year
Columbia better than he. Very like Switzerland and
are considered very well off. ^400 a year a bit of a
Hill Stations in the Himalayas such as Nami Thai,
pinch, but possible with care.
etc.
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TAXES.
Are, practically speaking, negligible compared with
England. One has to be very well off to pay income
tax at all, the exemptions for married people and each
child bring most of us below the taxable amount. If
one possesses a house and land, £4 or £5 per annum
property tax and a similar amount for school tax covers
everything. These taxes depend on the size and value
of one's property. It is not easy to rent a country place
and is very seldom done. Decent houses in Nelson
itself are obtainable from [5 per month upwards. All
land and properties are freehold, so it is more
economical to purchase right out, they can, as a rule,
be bought " on terms," which means a certain sum
down and the balance in monthly payments, free of
interest, until the deal is completed—which is a better
way of paying rent if you have to.
EDUCATION.
No parent need worry about bringing children here.
Physically the}' simply thrive, it is the best possible
healthy, outofdoors life imaginable. There is every
thing the heart of a child desires. They have
a wonderful and glorious childhood, and the most
delicate child would soon develop into the picture of
health and strength in this healthy air. Mentally,
a thoroughly sound education on utilitarian lines fitting
them to earn their own living in due course, is available
at little cost. One recognizes, of course, and sighs for
all those priceless things obtainable only at the English
Public School, the discipline and polish, the companion
ship of their equals in birth alone, the games and " the
playing for their side," the religious instruction, the
spirit of the school, and there are compensations and
things obtainable in the school® here unobtainable in
England.
At IS I found it extremely difficult to
struggle into the Army, my son at 18 could earn
a living in halfadozen different ways today. We
have our own local \\ illow Point School, under an
excellent School Mistress. This takes children from
six until they pass into the High School. They trot
off every morning carrying their lunch pails, are
properly looked after, and return in the early evening
to supper and bed. The School i« run by a committee
of ourselves, aud inspected regularly bv Government
School Inspectors, Health N"rses, etc. Passing the
Examination for High School at 12 to 15 years of age,
they have to go daily to Nelson, the nearest High
School, where they complete their school education
usually in three years. An extra fee of £] per month
per child at the High School has to be paid by people
not actually living in Nelson. At the end of the third
year (the first year's University Course can be taken at
the Nelson High School), the child should matriculate
and be available to get ordinary employment, in fact
this comprises the end of education for' the majority.
Tt is only such parents who are ambitious for their
children, and can afford to do so, who continue their
education by sending them to Universities. It is then
only that real expense begins. The Universities are
few and far between, the journeys are expensive, the
fees, board and lodging, etc., mount up to £]50 to ^200
a year per child, and the courses extend from four to
six years, i.e.. for Medicine, the Bar, the Forest Service,
Engineering, etc., etc. But even this is less alarming
than it sounds, for many boys go out and work during
tlie long Summer vacation and make sufficient money
to pay their own way at the Varsities, or take jobs at
the College Fraternity Houses as waiters, etc., securing
their board and lodging and fees. There is nothing
derogatory about this, quite the reverse. It is
a democratic country, everyone works, there is no
Las, no swank of any kind.
For parents who for any reason do not desire
to send their children to a University after
matriculation at the High School, there is an excellent

Business College in Nelson at which for a fee of about
per month, a boy or girl is put through a business
course, typewriting, shorthand, accounts, etc., which
should fit them to earn tlieir own living. A course
usually is sufficient from September to April. Some
girls after High School, go into training as Hospital
Nurses, for whom there are openings in Canada. Even
the daughters of wealthy people very frequently go in
for these courses at the Business College or Hospital,
and eventually work as Stenographers, Clerks, Nurses,
etc., to earn or supplement their dress allowance. Girls
intending to be .School Teachers have to study at the
Normal Schools, Victoria or Vancouver.

£4

Remember, however, that all the above Educational
advantages in this democratic country are open to
everyone. Duke's son. Cook's son, etc., both sexes in
the same schools. Chinese, Japanese, settlers of any
nationality, all are equal in the eyes of the Govern
ment, and home influence can alone be depended on to
keep our children in mental and spiritual aspects such
as we would desire them to be.
CAREERS FOR BOYS AND GIRI.S.
The same difficulties of starting a sou or daughter
in life after their education is finished in England, exist
to a certain extent out here. It is entirely a matter of
the personal equation. There are good openings for
the right stamp, but the ordinary professions are pretty
full up at present. Canada wants more population.
Many young men and women readily find jobs in the
States which are so near. But, broadly speaking, an
ordinary young person should find
no difficulty in
earning his own living, though those who have
graduated at a University have the best chance.
SOCIAL LIFE AT WILLOW POINT.
One can live the life of a recluse or join in all that
is going on, as one chooses. No one bothers about
how the other one lives. Many people live in outof
theway locations in British Columbia, entirely
dependent on themselves, and one or two neighbours
(distant) for amusements. They certainly can live
more economically like that, but my experience is that
sooner or later their remoteness from the ordinary
conveniences of life begins to tell on them. Tt is better
to have these things within easy reach to use or not as
one feels inclined, to know that if sickness or accident
happens, one can get a doctor in an hour or two, to feel
that one is in touch with the outer world, and so on.
This is the strong point about this Settlement. You
are in the depths of the beautiful country, and yet
vou have every modern convenience within easy reach.
Moreover, for people with children there comes a time
when these have finished with the local school, for them
to be parted. The High Schools are only situated in
the big towns. True, there are Boarding Schools at
Victoria, Vancouver, a small Boys' School at Vernon
and a splendid Girls' School there also, but these are
every bit as expensive as schools in England (£50 a
term, and so on). Thus parents who cannot afford
those private schools, have to board their young folk
out in the town nearest to them which has a High
School. This is avoided by locating close to a town in
a Settlement like Willow Point. We have our own
Anglican Church, Cooperative Stores, Community Hall
for dances, theatricals, etc. (we are rather keen about
amateur theatricals), Tennis Club, Badminton, two
Steamer Wharfs, Packing Sheds, etc.
For amusements in Summer, tennis, golf (in Nelson,
five miles), boating, bathing, salmon and trout fishing,
shooting (bear, mountain sheep, deei, grouse, etc.),
motoring, mountain climbing, picnics, etc. A motor
car is almost a necessity here, everyone has them. In
Winter, skating, winter sports of all descriptions, ice
hockey and badminton.
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If we had a few more families of our own class, life
could be made much more pleasant here.
HOUSEWORK.
Most married women cook and do all tlie work of
the house for their families, assisted by the menfolk
and children. If the house or family is large, and if
it can be afforded, domestic helps are engaged at £4 to
£0 per month. Our experience after eight years of
helps of all sorts and kinds, and of various nationalities,
has led us to the conclusion that the best arrangement
is to have a lady, a friend from home, if possible, who
will indentify herself with the family. In this
democratic country, to have a young person of the real
domestic servant class, who resents having her meals
in the kitchen, and is bored to death in the country, is
very far from being comfortable for all concerned. A
Chinese cook, if he will do all the house work as well,
is the best arrangement, but they cost from £10
a month up, and one cannot leave them in charge of
small children if the parents want to go out. After
all, the housework and cooking can be reduced
to a science, and our wives very rarely make heavy
work of it.
PLACES AVAILABLE AT WILLOW POINT—FOR SALE.
Intending settlers who read these notes, will wonder
how it is that there are any places for sale at all in such
a delectable spot. As it happens there are a con
siderable number, small and large, from a house and
garden alone to ranches of 20 to 40 acres. In British
Columbia as in any other country, properties
continually change hands. Settlers joined up for the
war, and for many reasons, did not return. Others,
for family reasons, aged fathers and mothers, death
and such like, have been forced to sell. Again, owing
to lack of success in the marketing of fruit, especially
apples, a number were unable to make a sufficient
income off their ranches, and were, in consequence,
forced into other occupations. When a man could
depend on clearing a dollar a box of apples—1,000
boxes meant $1,000—it was the foundation of an
income at least, and with eggs, milk, vegetables, small
fruits, pigs, bees, etc., he could live in comparative
comfort.
However, there is certainly money to
be made if one goes about it properly. If I had known
eight years ago what I now know, I should be rolling
iu £.s.d. A neighbour of mine, for instance, who had
the luck to plant a lot of cherry trees years ago, will
clear up ,£500 profit on his crop this year.
There are, therefore, a number of places here which
can be purchased outright for say £300 to £4,000, places
to suit all purses, and the writer can guarantee to put
prospective purchasers in the way of a location in this
Settlement to suit their means and wishes without
difficulty, arranging for them to deal with the owuers
direct, with no land agents' fees, aud will advise as to
the lowest figure to offer.
It must be borne in mind that lakeside land near
a town is always more expensive than similar land in
remote spots. Land owners here have it always in
mind, that if Nelson grows to a big city (which it will
do in course of time) their land will become very
valuable. In the future one can visualize these lovely
shores being the residential part of the city, with the
tram line extended out from Nelson and a bridge across
to the city, instead of the present ferry. So to pay
a little more now for land here might turn out to be
a good speculation in years to come.
Small plots of land uncleared, just sufficient for
a home and garden, can be had at a reasonable cost,
and a house quickly run up, this, as an alternative to
buying a ready made outfit.
The Overseas League has established a Migration
Bureau at Vernon House, Park Place, St. James' St.,
S.W., where full information can be obtained regarding
opportunities for retired Officers for settlement, not
only iu British Columbia, but throughout the Empire.

799

Correspondence.
THE CANADIAN BUFFS ASSOCIATION.

To Col. H. Findlay, Depot, The Buffs.
My dear Colonel,
I was pleased to receive your cable and
know that our greetings to the Association had
arrived. I have recently received a print of
the photograph of the LanceCorporal turning
over the Book of Life, and I have been passing
it among our officers and the other officers of
the Queen's Own Regiment. It has attracted
a lot of attention and may lead to something
similar being established by the Q.O.R. in
Toronto.
As you know the Canadian Buffs have an
active company in the Q.O.R. and I am
pleased to be able to say that it is the
strongest of the eight companies in that
regiment. They wear the same uniform as
the other companies, but they wear " Buffs "
on their shoulder straps.
The rest of the Canadian Buffs are
embodied in the 5th (Reserve) Battalion of
the Queen's Own which is commanded by
myself at present. We are doing all we can
to maintain the reputation of the Buffs in this
country and to preserve the historic relations
between the Queen's Own and the Buffs, with
which is amalgamated the connection of the
Canadian Buffs Overseas Battalion and the
Home Forces.
I would like to repeat to the Association
that if any old members of the Buffs are
coming to Ontario they should be instructed
to report at my office. We have quite
a number of exmembers of the Home
Battalions in the city and we try to make
them welcome in our Association.
Yours sincerely,
JOHN A. COOPER.

1909 Metropolitan Building,
Toronto.

Lt.Col.

ARMISTICE DAY.
To The O.C. Depot, Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
On Friday last I listened on the wireless to the
service in the Cathedral, and was very much struck
by the manner in which the Last Post and Reveille
were sounded by the Buglers. I assumed they were
from the Depot and I am sure everyone who heard
them and who takes an interest in the Regiment, was
delighted with the splendid and reverent way in which
tlie calls were sent forth ; possibly the Buglers little
thought they were making history. The Regiment's
Bugles have been heard in Europe, Asia, Africa,
America aud Australia, and now for the first
time,
they were heard in far New Zealand.
With kindest regards, believe me,
Kingston Club,
Yours very sincerely,
KingstonuponThames.
A. E. COLLEY.
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INVERSNAID.
Dear Sir,
I spent a few days in October at Inversuaid again,
and made a discovery which would be interesting to
the Buffs.
On one of the small headstones in the little grave
yard at tlie Garrison of Inversuaid we found some
lettering. The stone was almost under the turf, so that
the inscription had been well preserved. It was as
follows:—
Anne wife of
J olin Hyett of
yc Buffs died
March yc 4th
1750 aged 37.
I think the name was Aline, but it might have been
Jane. The first
letter and half the second were
missing, but as the lady must have been born in the
reign of Queen Anne (1713), probably Anne was her
name. The second letter, too, was more like an ' n '
than an ' a.'
This inscription is interesting for two reasons.
First of all it gives a definite date when the Buffs were
at Inversuaid, and it also reminds one of tlie custom
which prevailed in those days, I believe, of married
soldiers living with their wives in the barrack rooms,
the wives accompanying them wherever the Regiment
moved. They also, I believe, did the cooking and
washing for the Company. Of course, there is
a possibility that this may have been the wife of an
officer. If so, his name might be traced in Regimental
Records.
Yours sincerely,
VIVIAN HENRY.
9

JAMAICA.

Dear Sir,
Owing to my Dragon being delayed after it reaches
Jamaica, will you kindly address it as below.
Taking this" opportunity to wish all Buffs a merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, and The Dragon
and Past aud Present Association the best of luck in
the future, I remain,
M.P.S. Corps,
Yours faithfully,
Detention Barrack,
H. W. DAVISON,
Up Park Camp,
Late Sgt., 2nd Bn.
Jamaica. B.W.I.
CHINA.
The Secretary, Past and Present Association.
Dear Sir,
Enclosed please find
cheque for 15/, being
subscription to The Dragon.
It might interest you to know that The Queens are
iu this Bde. stationed in Wellington Barracks. I have
seen one or two exBuffs, now in the Queens, L/Cpl.
Connisbee and others. All tlie Queen's officers I have
talked to have said what splendid fellows our Section
A reservists are. Also, tlie RegimentalSergeant
Major mentioned to me yesterday that tlie men of the
Buffs, now in tlieir Battalion, were a very fine body of
men ; all were just A.l. It is very gratifying to hear
such glowing accounts of one's Regiment.
Headquarters,
Yours,
15th Infantry Bde..
H. ST. P. TURNER.
Hong Kong.
Dear Sir,
Our Reservists are now well on tlieir journey home.
Tliey were cheered at the thought of spending
Christmas at their own fireside.
.Since their return
from WeiHaiWei they have been providing the H.Q.
guard and so I came in contact with them very often.
Of courseM shall miss them if only for the fact that tlie
chap who roused me at five a.m. each time he was on

to ask for a bath, has gone. They were well loaded
with souvenirs, having enough brass work to start
a foundry. Anyway, here's to a merry Christmas to
them, a jolly good crowd.
I suppose some of my old friends are wondering
what lias become of me, as I have not written. But
events change so rapidly owing to the quick buying
and selling of Chinese Generals, that only a press
reporter can make head or tail of it all. If I were to
spend a lifetime in China T think it would still be a
puzzle. I have seen Major Allen here iu Shanghai
several times, and Mr. Turner is still in Hong Kong.
The account of the " Book of Life " at Canterbury
Cathedral was published here in tlie Shanghai Times
during September. If " Daylight" should by any
chance catch liis eye on these few lines, I would like to
know how he is getting along with the serial story in
the paper which I sent him. I think I will draw to
a close as I have not anything else to write about and
if I had, I am such a rotten scribe that I would not
know how to start.
I am,
Yours truly.
C'o. Major Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C.
II. CAINES.
H.Q. Shanghai Defence Force, No. 6282507 Pet.
Shanghai.
Sir,

THE RIGHT SORT.

I am one of those who served in The Buffs during
the Great War. First of all I served in tlie 3rd Buffs
at Canterbury and Dover and latterly with the 7tli
Buffs in Belgium and France. While overseas I was
lucky enough to come through without a scratch, after
having been eighteen months overseas. However,
my turn came after the Armistice, for on the 17th day
of December, 1918, I was dangerously wounded, while
on salvage work, and through this I had one limb—my
left—blown off at tlie knee and my right leg severely
shattered that T liad to have it removed about two
weeks later ; and my left hand was also damaged.
Then three months after this T had to have another
bit taken off my left limb, but in spite of all this I am
able to get about without any great effort as T have
now been fitted with the Desoutter Light Metal Limb.
I got my first issue of these two years ago and I have
just returned from Aberdeen after having been supplied
with a second pair of these. But in spite of tlie fact
that I have to wear a kneeling bucket on my right limb
and although my left limb is an aboveknee
amputation, I am still able to walk a mile or two
without my tricycle.
Now as I have exhausted all my news, will you
please convey my best wishes to the Officers and Men
of all Battalions, more especially to Officers and Men
belonging to the 3rd and 7th Battalions with whom
I served. Wishing you all a successful evening,
I remain for ever,
Wiudhouse,
A comrade,
Lerwick.
P. L. ANGUS,
21236 Regimental No.
GOOD WISHES.
Dear Sir,
I enclose subscription to The Dragon for another
year, balance to Past and Present Association. The
Dragon leaves me to cheer other old Buffs in this
village.
I offer hearty greetings for Christmas and New
Year to all ranks, both Past and Present, and look back
with many happy recollections to days spent
with the grand old Regiment that I had the honour of
first serving with 41 years ago.
Yours'sincerely,
A. R. LANGDAT.E"KEIJIAM.
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Present Association,
The Buffs.

INUTES of the 72nd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot ou Sunday, 6th November, at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeueral Sir E. G. T. Baiubridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and Colonel H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, G. D. Hickman and
J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe and C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
COMMISSIONS.—The
order
of
precedence
of
applicants for Commissions in the Regiment from
Cadets passing out of Sandhurst in December was
further considered ; it was decided that the list should
not be sent in until the Chairman had received a further
report from Sandhurst regarding one of the applicants.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that tlie vacant
Cottage Home should be allotted to Mr. C. Webb.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR SCHOOL.
(1) With reference to tlie suggestion that retired Buffs
should be trained in tliis school, it was decided
that there would be no objection to this course,
provided those attending could arrange for their
board and lodging outside Barracks.
(2) It was decided to insert advertisements iu the
local papers regarding men who had passed out
who required employment as motor drivers, in
civil life.
CENOTAPH.—With reference to the question raised
by the London Braucli regarding (a) March to the
Cenotaph, the Committee expressed the opinion that
such a March should receive its full support provided
that at least 360 all ranks could be guaranteed to take
part in the parade.
(b) The proposal by the Loudon Braucli to lay
a wreath ou the Cenotaph, date to be fixed later,
by that Branch, was approved.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was decided that,
next year, as an experimeut, tlie Annual General
Meeting should be held at Canterbury during Depot
Cricket Week, aud that any proposals coming before
the Meeting might be voted on, oil behalf of absentees
by the use of Proxy forms.
It was decided that next year no extra charge
should be made to Buffs attending the Auuual
Dinner who are not members of the Association.
In tliis connection the Committee expressed the
hope that this procedure would permit of mauy
uoumembers joining tlie Association, either as
Life or Annual members.
WREATHS.—It was decided that the letter received
from the British Legion regarding the sale of Poppy
Wreaths should be circularized to Branches and Area
Rep reseutatives.
LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £100 now
received from the trustees of the late Major C. C. Cobbe
should be invested in 5% War Loau Bearer Bonds on
behalf of the Benevolent Fimd.
ENTERTAINMENTS.—It was decided that iu future,
serving soldiers taking part in entertainments iu aid of
The Benevolent Fund should not normally be
remunerated, either in cash or kind for their services.
FINANCE.—The Secretary was authorised to pay up
to £5 to assist Mr.
, who is residing in Ireland, in
paying off hills and also a temporary pension of £2 10s.
a quarter subject to review.

(a) MR.
. With reference to the appeal from
tliis mail, it was decided that it would be to liis
advantage if arraugemeiits could be made for
him to be taken into some institution, where
he would be looked after. The Secretary was
instructed to see what could be done in this
direction.
(b) A loan of £10 to Mr.
was approved provided
that the Secretary was satisfied regarding the
Bona Fides of this appeal, and that the Ashford
Branch should undertake the recovery, to the
best of its ability, of the loan.
PLUM PUDDINGS.—It was decided that as in the
past, Plum Puddings should be issued to deserving
cases, and that the Editor of The Dragon should be
asked to invite readers to subscribe to this Fund.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at The Depot on Sunday, 4tli
December, at 5 p.m.
Dover Branch.
On November 18th a most successful meeting,
organized by Major F. W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood
was held in the 4tli Battalion Drill Hall, to arrange for
the formation of a Branch of the Past and Present
Association of the Regiment. There was an excellent
attendance (150—200), which included leading citizens.
An opening address was made by Colonel H. Findlay,
Secretary of the Association and speeches were made
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Major
Foster, Major J acksou, Mr. Sherwood aud Mr. Knocker
(Town Clerk). Fortyeight new members of the
Association were enrolled, which included five
life
members. Messages, wishing every success to tlie
Dover Branch were received during the evening from
the London Branch and Ashford Branches ; also from
the 2nd Battalion and from MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Baiubridge, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
who much to his regret, was prevented from being
present.
Ashford Branch.
The usual monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel, on
November 12th.
Mr. E. Carley in tlie chair, Mr. J. King, vicechair ; a very large
number of members were present.
1.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by tlie Secretary
and passed.
2.
It was decided that the next order for wreaths should lie given to
tlie British Legion.
3
Mr. I, Lancefield was elected to represent tlie Branch at Executive
Committee Meetings wlicu necessary, and was also elected a
member of the Brancli Committee.
4.
It was decided that tlie Braucli should be represented at tlie
inaugural meetiug of the Dover Brancli of tlie Past and Present
Association, and that tlie best wishes of the Ashford Members
should be sent.

BRANCH NOTES.

Messrs. J. Keefe, F. Kirby, W. Hammond and others, accompanied
by Mr. Dean, were responsible for a very enjoyable concert at the
termination of the November monthly meeting of the Branch.
Mr. King and Mr. Keefe represented tlie Brancli at the Dover
meeting on November 18tli, Mr. Cowell (our Secretary) very much
regretted tiiat owing to illness he was unable to be present.
On Armistice Day some twelve members of the Branch were present
at the service in tlie High Street, Ashford, and after the service the
Assistant Secretary placed a wreath on tlie local War Memorial.
There was also"a Branch Parade in the High Street at 7 p.m., under
Mr Cowell, the party, forty strong, marched to the Parish Church for
evening service. The Rev. Blackburn, D.S.O., very kindly reserved
seats for the party.

London Branch.
The tentli meeting of tiie brancli was licld on the 19th instant, at
tlie Windsor Castle Hotel, with Capt. J. K. Enright in tlie chair. The
Minutes of tlie last meeting were read and confirmed. Letters were
read regretting absence from Colonel Lucas, Major Guy Lee,.and
messages were received from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell and
RegimentalSergeantMajor Vauglian. A vote of thanks was passed
to General Sir Arthur for his kind thought and expression. A telegram
was also received from the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot wishing the
Brancli a happy evening, which was very much appreciated, as drawing
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Round and About.
THIS
CHRISTMAS
BUSINESS,

The despatch with which The Dragon
is printed gives me a certain advantage
over the real live journalist, who lias
to write his copy in August for his
Christmas number. While he has to imagine the
crackling of the yule log and the melodious strains of
the wait on a hot August day (there have been some
such days, the older generation assures us) I have to
put 110 such strain on my imaginative powers. Where
lie scores, however, is in having the type of mind that
can force his pen to write " seasonable " stuff. It is
a regrettable thing, but there is little doubt that one's
feelings towards Christinas lose much of tlieir strength
as time goes on. There are always certain features
about Christmas that affect one. The holiday feeling
is the strongest with me. But the dasli has gone out
of it and that's because of anno domini. Year by year,
too, one's nephews and nieces increase or grow to the
age when tliey make almost vocal demands on one's
largesse. And that's a matter of / s. d. Never
theless, it is hard to be thoroughly Scroogelike about
it all, especially when one thinks of the poor shop
keepers, who, probably more than anyone, keep
Christmas in the proper spirit.
*

*

*

*

OUR
UPTODATE
CRIMINALS,

There is 110 section of the business
community that moves more with the
times than the criminal class. Or,
more particularly, that section of the
criminal class whose activities are directed towards the
appropriation of the goods of other people. The
motor car is invented; at once they steal it. The
Home Secretary or some such important person, the
other day in the House of Commons, gave what
amounts to a company report of the year's trading of
the Motor Thieves unlimited. It made rather striking
reading and 110 doubt the shares have duly soared.
Then this week we read that greyhounds have begun
to be stolen. This shows, as I said before, that
nobody can describe our thieves as " stickinthemud,"
even if such an unflattering description can be applied
to the Railways or to British Manufacturers. And,
while business generally finds it imperative to
advertise enormously, the thief abhors it, much as
exclusive shirtmakers and tailors do.
A thought strikes me (such things do happen).
I am wrong about the advertising. Of course the thief
advertises and where ? In the Daily Press. The
only difference is that he does not pay much for it
(except iu " time " occasionally). Its a great world.
*
*
*
*
SHOCKERS. Talking of crime reminds me that the
output of ' mystery ' fiction
does not
grow less. The prince of the mystery merchants,
Mr. Edgar Wallace, continues to amaze the world by
his fertility and industry and " Sapper " and one or
two others are " going the pace." My own vote goes
whole heartedly to A. E W. Mason, to whom I have
referred before in these notes. " The House of the
Arrow " ranks in my humble opinion with " Trent's
last case " by E C. Bentley and Mason's " No other
Tiger " has from all accounts affected even Wallace
and " Sapper " fans.
I have to confess that G. K. Chesterton's efforts in
the mystery field have not thrilled me. They are a
little too consciously adroit for me.
*

REAL WAR
FILMS.

*

#

*

After the glut of fictional
war films
(mostly transatlantic in origin) I read
with something of relief that the
authorities have " released" the official wartime
" Battle of Arras " film.
This amazing human docu
rnen of the war has been lying in the Imperial War

Museum for years, during which it might have been
making thousands of pounds for Earl Haig's fund and
acting as a corrective to " Big Parade " stuff. There
is no doubt that the mass of people appreciate really
good stuff if they can see it often enough to get used
to it.
*

*

*

*

ROAD
VERSUS
RAIL.

There is every sign that a pretty battle
has
begun
between
the
Railway
Companies and the Motor Coach people
with the travelling public as the prize.
Ghastly prophecies have been made concerning the
probable size of the charabanc of the very near future.
The Railways' counterattack has taken the very
obvious and long delayed provision of cheap weekend
tickets. If only they would reduce fares and freights
there would be far fewer empty trains. I am no lover
of the motor coach, but I give it credit for providing
a very healthy competition. There is 110 longer the
Hobson's choice which the railway monopoly once
thrust upon travellers.
*

*

*

*

ADDING TO
THE ABBEY

It is doubtful whether the tentative
proposals for structural additions to
Westminster Abbey will ever come to
anything.
But some good may result from the
proposals if the superfluous statutary is removed from
the Poets' and other corners. It will be pleasant to
see the last of togaclad gentlemen of massive
stature. The worst of adding wings to ancient
buildings is the danger of an outbreak of Regent Street
architecture.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN
WINTER.

One is accustomed to think of the South
African winter as something approaching
perfection. The
weather
for
the
opening match of the M.C.C. Tour, therefore, came as
rather a shock. The wicket saturated in such a clime !
And yet how one envies those lucky players and the
fun they have in store for them before they return to
another English summer.

THE SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928.
We have received a copy of the above pub
lication which we consider surpasses in com
pleteness all previous editions. The mass of
interesting information it contains can be
removed, thus converting the Diary into a
useful and practical Pocket Book.

Price :—bound in Cloth
in Leather

l/6d.
2/6d.

Territorial Army & Supplementary Reserve.
Officers' Outfit Grant.
Officers of the Territorial Army and the Supple
mentary Reserve whose services are available only on
embodiment will iu future receive the same outfit grant
when called up as officers commissioned temporarily
during a national emergency. An outfit grant will be
issuable under the same limitations to officers of the
Territorial Army and of the Supplementary Reserve
who are granted commissions on or after embodiment
being ordered.

Army Reserve.
No Training next Year.
It is officially stated that there will be no training
during 1928 for Sections " B" and " D " of the Army
Reserve.
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Past

and

Present Association,
The Buffs.

INUTES of the 72ud meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot on Sunday, 6th November, at 5 p.m.
Present:—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Baiubridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and Colonel H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, G. D. Hickman and
J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe aud C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the bust meeting were approved and
Signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
COMMISSIONS.—The
order
of
precedence
of
applicants for Commissions in the Regiment from
Cadets passing out of Sandhurst in December was
further considered ; it was decided that the list should
not be sent in until the Chairman had received a further
report from Sandhurst regarding one of the applicants.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that the vacant
Cottage Home should be allotted to Mr. C. Webb.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR SCIIOOI,.
(1) With reference to tlie suggestion that retired Buffs
should be trained in tliis school, it was decided
that there would be no objection to this course,
provided those attending could arrange for their
board and lodging outside Barracks.
(2) It was decided to insert advertisements iu the
local papers regarding men who had passed out
who required employment as motor drivers, in
civil life.
CENOTAPH.—With reference to the question raised
by the Loudou Branch regarding (a) March to the
Cenotaph, the Committee expressed the opinion that
such a March should receive its full support provided
that at least 300 all ranks could be guaranteed to take
part in the parade.
(&) The proposal by tlie London Branch to lay
a wreath on the Cenotaph, date to be fixed later,
by that Branch, was approved.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was decided that,
next year, as an experiment, the Annual General
Meeting should be held at Canterbury during Depot
Cricket Week, and that any proposals coming before
the Meeting might be voted on, on behalf of absentees
by the use of Proxy forms.
It was decided that next year no extra charge
should be made to Buffs attending the Annual
Dinner who are not members of the Association.
In tliis connection the Committee expressed the
hope that this procedure would permit of many
nonmembers joining the Association, either as
Life or Annual members.
WREATHS.—It was decided that the letter received
from the British Legion regarding the sale of Poppy
Wreaths should be circularized to Branches and Area
Representatives.
LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £100 now
received from the trustees of the late Major C. C. Cobbe
should be invested in 5% War Loan Bearer Bonds ou
behalf of the Benevolent Fund.
ENTERTAINMENTS.—It was decided that in future,
serving soldiers taking part in entertainments in aid of
The Benevolent Fund should not normally be
remunerated, either in cash or kind for their services.
FINANCE.—Tlie Secretary was authorised to pay up
to £5 to assist Mr.
, who is residing iu Ireland, in
paying off bills and also a temporary pension of £2 10s.
a quarter subject to review.

(a) MR.
. With reference to the appeal from
this man, it was decided that it would be to liis
advantage if arrangements could be made for
liim to be taken into some institution, where
lie would be looked after. The Secretary was
instructed to see what could be done in this
direction.
(b) A loan of £10 to Mr.
was approved provided
that the Secretary was satisfied regarding the
Bona Fides of this appeal, and that the Ashford
Branch should undertake the recovery, to the
best of its ability, of the loan.
PLUM PUDDINGS.—It was decided that as in the
past. Plum Puddings should be issued to deserving
cases, and that the Editor of The Dragon should be
asked to invite readers to subscribe to this Fund.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at The Depot on Sunday, 4th
December, at 5 p.m.
Dover Branch.
On November 18th a most successful meeting,
organized by Major F. W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood
was held iu the 4th Battalion Drill Hall, to arrange for
the formation of a Branch of the Past aud Present
Association of the Regiment. There was an excellent
attendance (150—200), which included leading citizens.
An opening address was made by Colonel H. Findlay,
Secretary of the Association and speeches were made
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Major
Poster, Major Jackson, Mr. Sherwood and Mr, Knocker
(Town Clerk). Fortyeight new members of the
Association were enrolled, which included five
life
members. Messages, wishing every success to tlie
Dover Branch were received during the evening from
the London Branch and Ashford Branches ; also from
the 2nd Battalion and from MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Baiubridge, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
who much to his regret, was prevented from being
present.
Ashford Branch.
The usual monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel, ou
No vein her 12th.
Mr. E. Carlcy in tlie chair, Mr. J. King, vicechair ; a very large
number of members were present.
1. The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary
and passed.
2.
It was decided that tlie next order for wreaths should be given to
tlie Britisli Legion.
3
Mr. I,. Lancefield was elected to represent the Brancli at Executive
Committee Meetings when necessary, and was also elected a
member of the Brancli Committee.
4.
It was decided that tlie Brancli should be represented at tlie
inaugural meeting of tlie Dover Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and that the best wishes of the Ashford Members
should be sent.

BRANCH NOTES.

Messrs. J. Keefe, F. Kirby, W. Hammond and others, accompanied
by Mr. Dean, were responsible for a very enjoyable concert at the
termination of flic November monthly meeting of the Branch.
Mr. King and Mr. Keefe represented tlie Branch at tlie Dover
meeting on November 18th, Mr. Cowell (our Secretary) very much
regretted that owing to illness lie was unable to be present.
On Armistice Day some twelve members of the Branch were present
at the service in the High Street, Ashford, and after the service the
Assistant Secretary placed a wreath on tlie local War Memorial.
There was also a Branch Parade in tlie High Street at 7 p.m., under
Mr Cowell, tlie party, forty strong, marched to the Parisli Church for
evening service. The Rev. Blackburn, D.S.O., very kindly reserved
seats for tlie party.

London Branch.
Tlie tenth meeting of tlie brancli was held on tlie 19th instant, at
the Windsor Castle Hotel, with Capt. j. E Enright in the chair. The
Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Letters were
read regretting absence from Colonel Lucas, Major Guy Lee,, and
messages were received from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell and
RegimentalSergeantMajor Vaughan. A vote of thanks was passed
to General Sir Arthur for his kind thought and expression. A telegram
was also received from the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot wishing the
Brancli a happy evening, which was very much appreciated, as drawing
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still closer together the ties of friendship between those serving aud
those who have served. A letter from Major Poster, giving us an
insight into the newlyformed " DOVER " branch was read and
received with great applause. We wish him every success and teel
certain it will be attained
We also had the pleasure of giving a welcome to a detachment
from the 2nd Battalion including the Adjutant, Capt. Hamilton, Mr.
Foster Hall, Mr. Dare and O.R.S. Pickett. Wc hope lo see them again
before very long as there is no necessity to wait lor invitations when
Buffs are meeting Buffs. Captain Hamilton gave an interesting
address to the braucli and extended a welcome to Aldershot combined
with a shooting match which was at once accepted for tlie last .Sunday
in January next. We hope to turn up in force especially as our chair
man has a siioot with tlie Adjutant.
Colonel Findlay spoke to the Branch 011 several matters connected
with the Association as a whole. Firstly he mentioned the formation
of the Dover branch aud we were delighted to near about the more
than successful start and the number of new Association members
enrolled. The question of " Life " members had been carefully con
sidered bv the executive committee and it would be of greater benefit
if more such members could be obtained. Their payment of sub
s,notion as a " Life " member could be spread over the twelve months

.. ..iii rerPivp wholelieartea
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No. 37.

6th

„

Requires post as Agent's Collector, entering and
dispatch clerk.
No. 38. 2nd ,,
Requires post as Messenger, Porter, etc.
No, 39. 7th „
Requires post as Handy Man or General Labourer.
(Residing at GiUingham.)
All communications should be addressed as above.
Your Committee regrets to report a large increase of unemployment
and trusts these men will be soon off the list. It is up to everyone ot
the Branch to make a very special effort to decrease the numbers and
I feel confident it will be done.

(Signed) J. ENRIGHT, Capt.

DISBURSEMENTS.
During the period 18/10/27 to 18/11/27 the following disbursements
have been made :—

£

0 15

Oct. 21. Loan ...
24. Loan ...
25. Grant
Grant
Grant
26. Grant
29. Grant

<1

0 10

1

0

0

0 0

0 14

0

0 18

0

1 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0

THE DRAGON

Round and About.

THIS
The despatch with which The Dragon
CHRISTMAS IS printed gives me a certain advantage
BUSINESS, over the real live journalist, who has
t(? write
„. . .
copy in August for his
Christmas number. While he has to imagine the
crackling of the yule log and the melodious strains of
the wait on a hot August day (there have been some
such days, the older generation assures us) I have to
put 110 such strain 011 my imaginative powers. Where
he scores, however, is in having the type of mind that
can force his pen to write " seasonable " stuff
It is
a regrettable thing, but there is little doubt that one's
teehngs towards Christmas lose much of their strength
as time goes on. I here are always certain features
about Christmas that affect one. The liolidav feeling
is the strongest with me. But the dash has gone out
ol it and that s because of anno domini. Year bv vear,
too, one's nephews and nieces increase or grow "to the
age when they make almost vocal demands 011 one's
largesse. And that's a matter of / s. d. Never
theless, it is hard to be thoroughly Scroogelike about
it all, especially when one thinks of the poor shop
keepers, who, probably more than anyone, keep
Christmas in the proper spirit.
*

*

*

*

OUR
UPTODATE
CRIMINALS,

1 here is no section of the business
community that moves more with the
times than the criminal class. Or,
more particularly, that section of the
criminal class whose activities are directed towards the
appropriation of the goods of other people. The
motor car is invented; at once they steal it. The
Home Secretary or some such important person, the
other day in the House of Commons, gave what
amounts to a company report of the year's trading of
the Motor Thieves unlimited. It made rather strikin"
reading and 110 doubt the shares have duly soared
I hen this week we read that greyhounds have begun
to be stolen.
This shows, as I said before, that
nobody can describe our thieves as " stickinthemud "
even if such an unflattering description can be applied
to the Railways or to British Manufacturers. And
while business generally finds
it imperative to
advertise enormously, the thief abhors it, much as
exclusive shirtmakers and tailors do.
A thought strikes me (such things do happen)
I am wrong about the advertising. Of course the thief
advertises and where ? In the Daily Press The
only difference is that he does not pay much for it
(except 111 " time " occasionally). Its a great world.
*

*

*

*

SHOCKERS.

Talking of crime reminds me that the
output of ' mystery ' fiction
does not
grow less. I he prince of the mystery merchants
Mr. Edgar Wallace, continues to amaze the world by
his fertility aud industry and " Sapper " and one o'r
two others are " going the pace." My own vote goes
whole lieartedly to A. E. W. Mason, to whom I have
referred before in these notes. " The House of the
Arrow " ranks in my humble opinion with " Trent's
last case " by E. C. Bentley and Mason's " No other
Tiger " has from all accounts affected even Wallace
and " Sapper " fans.
I have to confess that G. K. Chesterton's efforts in
the mystery field have not thrilled me. Thev are a
little too consciously adroit for me.
REAL WAR
FILMS.

After the glut of fictional
war films
(mostly transatlantic in origin) I read
with something of relief that the
authorities have " released" the official wartime
Battle of Arras film.
This amazing human docu
men of the war has been lying in the" Imperial War

Museum for years, during which it might have been
making thousands of pounds for Earl Haig's fund and
acting as a corrective to " Big Parade " stuff. There
pnnd
Vilat the mass.of people appreciate reallv
good stuff if they can see it often enough to get used
*

*

*

*

?here ,Ls every sign that a P^tty battle
VERSUS
has
begun
between
the
Railway
KAIL.
Companies and the Motor Coach people
with the travelling public as the prize.
Ghastly prophecies have been made concerning tlie
probable size of the charabanc of the very near future
Ihe Railways counterattack has taken the very
??JXTS a!'f
,ng flayed provision of cheap weekend
tickets. Ii only they would reduce fares and freights
there would be far fewer empty trains. I am 110 lover
ot the motor coach, but I give it credit for providing
A very healthy competition. There is no longer the
Hobsons choice which the railway monopoly once
thrust upon travellers.
*

*

*

*

ADDING TO It is doubtful whether the tentative
IHE ABBEY proposals for structural additions to
Westminster Abbey will ever come to
anything.
But some good may result from the
proposals ii the .superfluous statutary is removed from
the Poets and other corners. It will be pleasant to
see the last of togaclad gentlemen of massive
stature. 1 he worst of adding wings to ancient
buildings is the danger of an outbreak of Regent Street
architecture.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN
WINTER.

One is accustomed to tliink of the South
African winter as something approaching
perfection. The
weather
for
the
opening match of the M.C.C. Tour, therefore, came as
wicket saturated in such a clime !
A J1 ock
And yet how one envies those lucky players and the
tun they have iu store for them before they return to
another English summer.

THE SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928.
We have received a copy of the above pub
lication which we consider surpasses in com
pleteness all previous editions. The mass of
interesting information it contains can be
removed, thus converting the Diary into a
useful and practical Pocket Book.

Price

bound in Cloth
in Leather

l/6d.
2/6d.

Territorial Army & Supplementary Reserve.
Officers' Outfit Grant.
Officers of the Territorial Army and the Supple
mentary Reserve whose services are available only on
embodiment will in future receive the same outfit grant
when called up as officers commissioned temporarily
during a national emergency. An outfit grant will be
issuable under the same limitations to officers of the
Territorial Army and of the Supplementary Reserve
who are granted commissions 011 or after embodiment
being ordered.

Army Reserve.
No Training next Year.
It is officially stated that there will be no training
during 192S for Sections " B" and " D " of the Army
J
Reserve.

THE DRAGON

Past

M

and

Present Association,
The Buffs.

INUTES of the 72ml meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot 011 Sunday, 6tli November, at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Baiubridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and Colonel H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, G. D. Hickman and
J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe and C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
COMMISSIONS.—The
order
of
precedence
of
applicants for Commissions in the Regiment from
Cadets passing out of Sandhurst in December was
further considered ; it was decided that the list should
not be sent in until tlie Chairman had received a further
report from Sandhurst regarding one of the applicants.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that the vacant
Cottage Home should be allotted to Mr. C. Webb.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR SCHOOL.
(1) With reference to the suggestion that retired Buffs
should be trained iu this school, it was decided
that there would be no objection to this course,
provided those attending could arrange for their
board and lodging outside Barracks.
(2) It was decided to insert advertisements in the
local papers regarding men who had passed out
who required employment as motor drivers, in
civil life.
CENOTAPH.—With reference to the question raised
by the London Branch regarding (a) March to the
Cenotaph, the Committee expressed the opinion that
such a March should receive its full support provided
that at least 300 all ranks could be guaranteed to take
part in the parade.
(b) The proposal by the Loudon Branch to lay
a wreath on the Cenotaph, date to be fixed later,
by that Brancli, was approved.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was decided that,
next year, as an experiment, the Annual General
Meeting should be held at Canterbury during Depot
Cricket Week, and that any proposals coming before
the Meeting might be voted on, on behalf of absentees
by the use of Proxy forms.
It was decided that next year no extra charge
should be made to Buffs attending the Annual
Dinner who are not members of the Association.
In this connection the Committee expressed the
hope that this procedure would permit of many
nonmembers joining the Association, either as
Life or Annual members.
WREATHS.—It was decided that the letter received
from the British Legion regarding the sale of Poppy
Wreaths should be circularized to Branches and Area
Representatives.
LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £100 now
received from the trustees of the late Major C. C. Cobbe
should be invested in 5% War Loan Bearer Bonds on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund.
ENTERTAINMENTS.—It was decided that in future,
serving soldiers taking part in entertainments in :iid of
The Benevolent Fimd should not normally be
remunerated, either in cash or kind for their services.
FINANCE.—The Secretary was authorised to pay up
to £5 to assist Mr.
, who is residing in Ireland, in
paying off bills and also a temporary pension of £2 10s.
a quarter subject to review.

(A) MR.
. With reference to the appeal from
this man, it was decided that it would be to his
advantage if arrangements could be made for
him to be taken into some institution, where
he would be looked after. The Secretary was
instructed to see what could be done in this
direction.
(b) A loan of £10 to Mr.
was approved provided
that the Secretary was satisfied regarding the
Bona Fides of this appeal, and that the Ashford
Branch should undertake the recovery, to the
best of its ability, of the loan.
PLUM PUDDINGS.—It was decided that as iu the
past, Plum Puddings should be issued to deserving
cases, and that the Editor of The Dragon should be
asked to invite readers to subscribe to this Fund.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at The Depot on Sunday, 4th
December, at 5 p.m.
Dover Branch.
On November 18th a most successful meeting,
organized by Major F. W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood
was held iu the 4th Battalion Drill Hall, to arrange for
the formation of a Branch of the Past aud Present
Association of the Regiment. There was an excellent
attendance (150—200), which included leading citizens.
An opening address was made by Colonel H. Findlay,
Secretary of the Association and speeches were made
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Major
booster. Major J ackson, Mr. Sherwood and Mr. Knocker
(Town Clerk). Fortyeight new members of the
Association were enrolled, which included five
life
members. Messages, wishing every success to tlie
Dover Branch were received during the evening from
the London Branch and Ashford Branches ; also from
the 2nd Battalion and from MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Baiubridge, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
who much to his regret, was prevented from being
present.
Ashford Branch.
The usual monthly meeting was held at the Iuvicta Hotel, oil
November 12th.
Mr. E. Carley in the chair, Mr. J. King, vicechair ; a very large
number of members were present.
1. The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary
and passed.
2. It was decided that the next order for wreaths should be given to
the liritish Legion.
3
Mr. L Lanceiield was elected to represent the Branch at Executive
Committee Meetings when necessary, and was also elected a
member of tlie Branch Committee.
I.
It was decided that the Branch should be represented at the
inaugural meeting of the Dover Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and that the best wishes of the Ashford Members
should be sent.

BRANCH NOTES.

Messrs. J. Keefe, F. Kirby, W. Hammond and others, accompanied
by Mr. Dean, were responsible for a very enjoyable concert at the
termination of the November monthly meeting of the Branch.
Mr. King and Mr. Keefe represented the Branch at the Dover
meeting on November 18th, Mr. Cowell (our Secretary) very much
regretted that owing to illness he was unable to be present.
On Armistice Day some twelve members of the Branch were present
at tlie service in the High Street, Ashford, and after the service the
Assistant Secretary placed a wreath on the local War Memorial.
There was also a Branch Parade in the High Street at 7 p.m., under
Mr Cowell, the party, forty strong, marched to the Parish Church for
evening service. The Rev. Blackburn, D.S.O., very kindly reserved
seats for the parly.

London Branch.
The tenth meeting of the branch was held on the 19th instant, at
the Windsor Castle Hotel, with Capt. J. E. Enright in tlie chair. The
Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Letters were
read regretting absence from Colonel Lucas, Major Guy Lee, and
messages were received from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell and
RegimentalSergeantMajor Vauglian. A vote of thanks was passed
to General Sir Arthur for his kind thought and expression. A telegram
was also received from tlie 2nd Battalion at Aldershot wishing the
Brancli a happy evening, which was very much appreciated, as drawing
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THE DRAGON

nuionw

Round and About.
Tms
CHRISTMAS
BUSINESS,

The despatch with which The Dragon
is printed gives me a certain advantage
over the real live journalist, who has
to write his copy in August for his
Christmas number. While he has to imagine the
crackling of the yule log and the melodious strains of
the wait on a hot August day (there have been some
such days, the older generation assures us) I have to
put 110 such strain 011 my imaginative powers. Where
he scores, however, is in having the type of mind that
can force his pen to write " seasonable " stuff. It is
a regrettable thing, but there is little doubt that one's
feelings towards Christmas lose much of their strength
as time goes on. There are always certain features
about Christmas that affect one. The holiday feeling
is the strongest with me. But the dash has gone out
of it and that's because of anno domini. Year by year,
too, one's nephews and nieces increase or grow to the
age when they make almost vocal demands on one's
largesse. And that's a matter of / s. d. Never
theless, it is hard to be thoroughly Scroogelike about
it all, especially when one thinks of the poor shop
keepers, who, probably more than anyone, keep
Christmas in the proper spirit.
*

*

*

*

OUR
UPTODATE
CRIMINALS,

There is no section of the business
community that moves more with the
times than the criminal class. Or,
more particularly, that section of the
criminal class whose activities are directed towards the
appropriation of the goods of other people. The
motor car is invented ; at once they steal it. The
Home Secretary or some such important person, the
other day in the House of Commons, gave what
amounts to a company report of the year's trading of
the Motor Thieves unlimited. It made rather striking
reading and no doubt the shares have duly soared.
Then this week we read that greyhounds have begun
to be stolen. This shows, as I said before, that
nobody can describe our thieves as " stickinthemud,"
even if such an unflattering description can be applied
to the Railways or to British Manufacturers. And,
while business generally finds
it imperative to
advertise enormously, the thief abhors it, much as
exclusive shirtmakers and tailors do.
A thought strikes me (such things do happen).
I am wrong about the advertising. Of course the thief
advertises and where ? In the Daily Press. The
only difference is that he does not pay much for it
(except in " time " occasionally). Its a great world.
*
*
*
*
SHOCKERS. Talking of crime reminds me that the
output of ' mystery ' fiction
does not
grow less. The prince of the mystery merchants,
Mr. Edgar Wallace, continues to amaze the world by
his fertility aud industry and " Sapper " and one or
two others are " going the pace." My own vote goes
whole heartedly to A. E W. Mason, to whom I have
referred before iu these notes. " The House of the
Arrow " ranks in my humble opinion with " Trent's
last case " by E. C. Bentley and Mason's " No other
Tiger " has from all accounts affected even Wallace
and " Sapper " fans.
I have to confess that G. K. Chesterton's efforts in
the mystery field have not thrilled me. They are a
little too consciously adroit for me.


REAL WAR
FILMS.

*

*

*

After the glut of fictional
war films
(mostly transatlantic in origin) I read
with something of relief that the
authorities have " released" the official wartime
" Battle of Arras " film.
This amazing human docu
inen of the war has been lying in the Imperial War

Museum for years, during which it might have been
making thousands of pounds for Earl Haig's fund and
acting as a corrective to " Big Parade " stuff. There
is 110 doubt that the mass of people appreciate really
good stuff if they can see it often enough to get used
to it.
*

*

*

*

ROAD
VERSUS
RAIL.

There is every sign that a pretty battle
has begun
between
the
Railway
Companies and the Motor Coach people
with the travelling public as tlie prize.
Ghastly prophecies have been made concerning the
probable size of the charabanc of the very near future.
The Railways' counterattack has taken the very
obvious and long delayed provision of cheap weekend
tickets. If only they would reduce fares and freights
there would be far fewer empty trains. I am no lover
of the motor coach, but I give it credit for providing
a very healthy competition. There is 110 longer the
Hobson's choice which the railway monopoly once
thrust upon travellers.
*

*

*

*

ADDING TO
THE ABBEY

It is doubtful whether the tentative
proposals for structural additions to
Westminster Abbey will ever come to
anything. But some good may result from the
proposals if the superfluous statutary is removed from
the Poets' and other corners. It will be pleasant to
see the last of togaclad gentlemen of massive
stature. The worst of adding wings to ancient
buildings is the danger of an outbreak of Regent Street
architecture.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN
WINTER.

One is accustomed to think of the South
African winter as something approaching
perfection. The
weather
for
the
opening match of the M.C.C. Tour, therefore, came as
rather a shock. The wicket saturated in such a clime !
And yet how one envies those lucky players and the
fun they have in store for them before they return to
another English summer.

THE SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928.
We have received a copy of the above pub
lication which we consider surpasses in com
pleteness all previous editions. The mass of
interesting information it contains can be
removed, thus converting the Diary into a
useful and practical Pocket Book.

Price :—bound in Cloth
in Leather

l/6d.
2/6d.

Territorial Army & Supplementary Reserve.
Officers' Outfit Grant.
Officers of the Territorial Army and the Supple
mentary Reserve whose services are available only on
embodiment will in future receive the same outfit grant
when called up as officers commissioned temporarily
during a national emergency. An outfit grant will be
issuable under the same limitations to officers of the
Territorial Army and of the Supplementary Reserve
who are granted commissions 011 or after embodiment
being ordered.

Army Reserve.
No Training next Year.
It is officially stated that there will be no training
during 1928 for Sections " B" and " D " of the Army
Reserve.

THE DRAGON

Past

M

and

Present Association,
The Buffs.

INUTES of the 72nd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past aud Present Association, The Bulls, held at The
Depot ou Sunday, 6th November, at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Baiubridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and Colonel H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, G. D. Hickman and
J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe and C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
COMMISSIONS.—The
order
of
precedence
of
applicants for Commissions in the Regiment from
Cadets passing out of Sandhurst in December was
further considered ; it was decided that the list should
not be sent in until the Chairman had received a further
report from Sandhurst regarding one of tlie applicants.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that the vacant
Cottage Home should be allotted to Mr. C. Webb.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR SCHOOL.
(1) With reference to the suggestion that retired Buffs
should be trained in this school, it was decided
that there would be no objection to this course,
provided those attending could arrange for their
board and lodging outside Barracks.
(2) It was decided to insert advertisements in the
local papers regarding men who had passed out
who required employment as motor drivers, iu
civil life.
CENOTAPH.—With reference to the question raised
by tlie London Branch regarding (a) March to the
Cenotaph, tlie Committee expressed the opinion that
such a March should receive its full support provided
that at least 300 all ranks could be guaranteed to take
part in the parade.
(&) The proposal by the London Branch to lay
a wreath on the Cenotaph, date to be fixed later,
by that Branch, was approved.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was decided that
next year, as an experiment, the Annual General
Meeting should be held at Canterbury during Depot
Cricket Week, and that any proposals coming before
the Meeting might be voted oil, on behalf of absentees
by the use of Proxy forms.
It was decided' that next year no extra charge
should be made to Buffs attending the Annual
Diuuer who are not members of the Association.
In tliis connection the Committee expressed tlie
hope that this procedure would permit of many
nonmembers joining tlie Association, either as
Life or Annual members.
WREATHS.—It was decided that the letter received
from the British Legion regarding the sale of Poppy
Wreaths should be circularized to Branches and Area
Representatives.
LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £100 now
received from the trustees of the late Major C. C. Cobbe
should be invested in 5% War Loan Bearer Bonds on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund.
ENTERTAINMENTS.—It was decided that in future,
serving soldiers taking part in entertainments in aid of
The Benevolent Fund should not normally be
remunerated, either in cash or kind for their services.
FINANCE.—The Secretary was authorised to pay up
to £5 to assist Mr.
, who is residing in Ireland, in
paying off bills and also a temporary pension of £2 10s.
a quarter subject to review.

(a) MR.
. With reference to the appeal from
this man, it was decided that it would be to bis
advantage if arrangements could be made for
him to be taken into some institution, where
lie would be looked after. The Secretary was
instructed to see what could be done in tliis
direction.
(b) A loan of £10 to Mr.
was approved provided
that the Secretary was satisfied regarding the
Bona Fides of this appeal, and that the Ashford
Branch should undertake the recovery, to the
best of its ability, of the loan.
PI.UM PUDDINGS.—It was decided that as in the
past, Plum Puddings should be issued to deserving
cases, and that the Editor of The Dragon should be
asked to invite readers to subscribe to this ITind.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that tlie next
meeting should be held at Tlie Depot oil Sunday, 4th
December, at 5 p.m.
Dover Branch.
On November 18th a most successful meeting,
organized by Major F. W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood
was held in the 4tli Battalion Drill Hall, to arrange for
the formation of a Branch of the Past and Present
Association of the Regiment. There was an excellent
attendance (150—200), which included leading citizens.
An opening address was made by Colonel II. Findlay,
Secretary of the Association and speeches were made
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Major
Foster, Major Jackson, Mr. Sherwood and Mr. Knocker
(Town Clerk). Fortyeight new members of the
Association were enrolled, which included five
life
members. Messages, wishing ever} success to tlie
Dover Branch were received during the evening from
the London Branch and Ashford Branches ; also from
the 2nd Battalion and from MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Baiubridge, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
who much to liis regret, was prevented from being
present.
Ashford Branch.
The usual uionllily meeting was held at the invicta Hotel, on
November 12th.
Mr. E. Carley in the chair, Mr. J. King, vicechair; a very large
number of members were present.
1. The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary
and passed.
2.
It was decided that tlie next order for wreaths should be given to
the British Legion.
3
Mr. I,. Lancefield was elected to represent the Branch at Executive
Committee Meetings when necessary, and was also elected a
member of the Brancli Committee.
4.
It was decided that the Branch should be represented at the
inaugural meeting of the Dover Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and that tlie best wishes of the Ashford Members
should be sent.

BRANCH NOTES.

Messrs. J. Keefe, F. Kirby, W. Hammond and others, accompanied
by Mr. Dean, were responsible for a very enjoyable concert at the
termination of the November monthly meeting of the Branch.
Mr. King and Mr. Keefe represented the Branch at the Dover
meeting on November 18th, Mr. Cowell (our Secretary) very much
regretted that owing to illness lie was unable to be present.
On Armistice Day some twelve members of the Branch were present
at the service in the High Street, Ashford, and after the service tlie
Assistant Secretary placed a wreath on the local War Memorial.
There was also a Branch Parade in the High Street at 7 p.m., under
Mr Cowell, the party, forty strong, marched to the Parish Church for
evening service. The Rev. Blackburn, D.S.O., very kindly reserved
seats for the parly.

London Branch.
The tenth meeting of the branch was held 011 the 19th instant, at
the Windsor Castle Hotel, with Capt. J. E. Enright in tlie chair. The
Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Letters were
read regretting absence from Colonel Lucas, Major Guy Lee, and
messages were received from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell and
RegimentalSergeantMajor Vauglian. A vote of thanks was passed
to General Sir Arthur for his kind thought and expression. A telegram
was also received from the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot wishing the
Branch a happy evening, which was very much appreciated, as drawing
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(THE DRAGON

Round and About.
THIS
CHRISTMAS
BUSINESS,

The despatch with which The Dragon
is printed gives me a certain advantage
over the real live journalist, who has
to write his copy in August for his
Christmas number. While he has to imagine the
crackling of the yule log and the melodious strains of
the wait on a hot August day (there have been some
such days, the older generation assures us) I have to
put no such strain 011 my imaginative powers. Where
he scores, however, is in having the type of mind that
can force his pen to write " seasonable " stuff. It is
a regrettable thing, but there is little doubt that one's
feelings towards Christmas lose much of their strength
as time goes on. There are always certain features
about Christmas that affect one. The holiday feeling
is the strongest with me. But the dash has gone out
of it and that's because of anno domini. Year by year,
too, one's nephews and nieces increase or grow to the
age when tliey make almost vocal demands on one's
largesse. And that's a matter of / s. d. Never
theless, it is hard to be thoroughly Scroogelike about
it all, especially when one thinks of the poor shop
keepers, who, probably more than anyone, keep
Christmas in the proper spirit.
*

*

»

*

OUR
UPTODATE
CRIMINALS,

There is no section of the business
community that moves more with the
times than the criminal class. Or,
more particularly, that section of the
criminal class whose activities are directed towards the
appropriation of the goods of other people. The
motor car is invented; at once they steal it. The
Home Secretary or some such important person, the
other day in the House of Commons, gave what
amounts to a company report of the year's trading of
the Motor Thieves unlimited. It made rather striking
reading and no doubt the shares have duly soared.
Then this week we read that greyhounds have begun
to be stolen. This shows, as I said before, that
nobody can describe our thieves as " stickinthemud,"
even if such an unflattering description can be applied
to the Railways or to British Manufacturers. And,
while business generally finds
it imperative to
advertise enormously, the thief abhors it, much as
exclusive shirtmakers and tailors do.
A thought strikes me (such things do happen).
I am wrong about the advertising. Of course the thief
advertises and where ? Iu the Daily Press. The
only difference is that lie does not pay much for it
(except in " time " occasionally). Its a great world.
*
*
*
*
SHOCKERS. Talking of crime reminds me that the
output of ' mystery ' fiction
does not
grow less. The prince of the mystery merchants,
Mr. Edgar Wallace, continues to amaze the world by
his fertility and industry and " Sapper " and one or
two others are " going the pace." My own vote goes
whole lieartedly to A. E W. Mason, to whom I have
referred before in these notes. " The House of the
Arrow " ranks in my humble opinion with " Trent's
last case " by E. C. Bentley and Mason's " No other
Tiger " has from all accounts affected even Wallace
and " Sapper " fans.
I have to confess that G. K. Chesterton's efforts in
the mystery field have not thrilled me. They are a
little too consciously adroit for me.
*

REAL WAR
FILMS.

*

*

*

After the glut of fictional
war films
(mostly transatlantic in origin) I read
with something of relief that the
authorities have " released" the official wartime
" Battle of Arras " film.
This amazing human docu
men of the war has been lying in the Imperial War

Museum for years, during which it might have been
making thousands of pounds for Earl Haig's fund and
acting as a corrective to " Big Parade " stuff. There
is no doubt that the mass of people appreciate really
good stuff if they can see it often enough to get used
to it.
*

*

*

*

ROAD
VERSUS
RAIL.

There is every sign that a pretty battle
has
begun
between
the
Railway
Companies and the Motor Coach people
with the travelling public as the prize.
Ghastly prophecies have been made concerning the
probable size of the charabanc of tlie very near future.
The Railways' counterattack has taken the very
obvious and long delayed provision of cheap weekend
tickets. If only they would reduce fares and freights
there would be far fewer empty trains. I am 110 lover
of tlie motor coach, but I give it credit for providing
a very healthy competition. There is 110 longer the
Hobson's choice which the railway monopoly once
thrust upon travellers.
*

*

*

*

ADDING TO It is doubtful whether the tentative
THE ABBBY proposals for structural additions to
Westminster Abbey will ever come to
anything.
But some good may result from the
proposals if the superfluous statutary is removed from
the Poets' and other corners. It will be pleasant to
see the last of togaclad gentlemen of massive
stature. The worst of adding wings to ancient
buildings is the danger of an outbreak of Regent Street
architecture.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN
WINTER.

One is accustomed to think of the South
African winter as something approaching
perfection. The
weather
for
the
opening match of the M.C.C. Tour, therefore, came as
rather a shock. The wicket saturated in such a clime !
And yet how one envies those lucky players and the
fun they have in store for them before they return to
another English summer.

THE SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928.
We have received a cop}' of the above pub
lication which we consider surpasses in com
pleteness all previous editions. The mass of
interesting information it contains can be
removed, thus converting the Diary into a
useful and practical Pocket Book.

Price :—bound in Cloth
in Leather

l/6d.
2/6d.

Territorial Army & Supplementary Reserve.
Officers' Outfit Grant.
Officers of the Territorial Army and the Supple
mentary Reserve whose services are available only on
embodiment will in future receive the same outfit grant
when called up as officers commissioned temporarily
during a national emergency. An outfit grant will be
issuable under the same limitations to officers of tlie
Territorial Army and of the Supplementary Reserve
who are granted commissions on or after embodiment
being ordered.

Army Reserve.
No Training next Year.
It is officially stated that there will be 110 training
during 192S for Sections " B" and " D " of the Army
Reserve.

THE DRAGON

Past

and

Present Association,
The Buffs.

\ T INUTES of the 72nd meeting of the Regimental
IVI Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot 011 Sunday, 6th November, at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Baiubridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and Colonel H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, G. D. Hickman and
J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe and C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
COMMISSIONS.—The
order
of
precedence
of
applicants for Commissions in the Regiment from
Cadets passing out of Sandhurst in December was
further considered ; it was decided that the list should
not be sent in until the Chairman had received a further
report from Sandhurst regarding one of the applicants.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that the vacant
Cottage Home should be allotted to Mr. C. Webb.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR Scuoor,.
(1) With reference to the suggestion that retired Buffs
should be trained in tliis school, it was decided
that there would be no objection to this course,
provided those attending could arrange for their
board and lodging outside Barracks.
(2) It was decided to insert advertisements in the
local papers regarding men who had passed out
who required employment as motor drivers, in
civil life.
CENOTAPH.—With reference to the question raised
by the London Branch regarding (a) March to tlie
Cenotaph, tlie Committee expressed the opinion that
such a March should receive its full support provided
that at least 300 all ranks could be guaranteed to take
part iu the parade.
(b) The proposal by the London Branch to lay
a wreath on the Cenotaph, date to be fixed later,
by that Branch, was approved.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was decided that
next year, as an experiment, tlie Annual General
Meeting should be held at Canterbury during Depot
Cricket Week, aud that any proposals coining before
the Meeting might be voted ou, on behalf of absentees
by the use of Proxy forms.
It was decided" that next year no extra charge
should be made to Buffs attending the Annual
Dinner who are not members of the Association.
In this connection the Committee expressed the
hope that this procedure would permit of many
nonmembers joining the Association, either as
Life or Annual members.
WREATHS.—It was decided that the letter received
from the British Legion regarding the sale of Poppy
Wreaths should be circularized to Branches and Area
Representatives.
LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £100 now
received from the trustees of the late Major C. C. Cobbe
should be invested iu 5% War Loan Bearer Bonds on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund.
ENTERTAINMENTS.—It was decided that in future,
serving soldiers taking part in entertainments in aid of
The Benevolent Fund should not normally be
remunerated, either in cash or kind for tlieir services.
FINANCE.—The Secretary was authorised to pay up
to £5 to assist Mr.
, who is residing in Ireland, in
paying off bills and also a temporary pension of £2 10s.
a quarter subject to review.

(a) MR.
. With reference to the appeal from
this man, it was decided that it would be to his
advantage if arrangements could be made for
him to be taken into some institution, where
he would be looked after. The Secretary was
instructed to see what could be done iu tliis
direction.
(b) A loan of £10 to Mr.
was approved provided
that the Secretary was satisfied regarding the
Bona Fides of tliis appeal, and that tlie Asliford
Branch should undertake tlie recovery, to the
best of its ability, of the loau.
PLUM PUDDINGS.—It was decided tliat as iu the
past, Plum Puddings should be issued to deserving
cases, and that the Editor of The Dragon should be
asked to invite readers to subscribe to this Fund.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at The Depot on Sunday, 4tli
December, at 5 p.m.
Dover Branch.
Ou November 18tli a most successful meeting,
organized by Major F. W. P'oster and Mr. J. Sherwood
was held in tlie 4th Battalion Drill Hall, to arrange for
tlie formation of a Branch of tlie Past and Present
Association of the Regiment. There was an excellent
attendance (150—200), which included leading citizens.
An opening address was made by Colonel H. Findlay,
Secretary of the Association and speeches were made
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Major
P'oster, Major Jackson, Mr. Sherwood and Mr. Knocker
(Town Clerk). Fortyeight new members of tlie
Association were enrolled, which included five
life
members. Messages, wishing every success to the
Dover Branch were received during tlie evening from
the London Branch and Ashford Branches ; also from
the 2nd Battalion and from MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Baiubridge, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
who much to his regret, was prevented from being
present.
Ashford Branch.
The usual monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel, oil
November 12th.
Mr. E Carley in the chair, Mr. J. King, vicechair ; a very large
number ot members were present.
1.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary
and passed.
2.
It was decided that the next order for wreaths should be given to
tiie British Legion.
3
Mr. L Lancelield was elected to represent the Branch at Executive
Committee Meetings when necessary, and was also elected a
member of the Branch Committee.
1.
It was decided that the Branch should be represented at the
inaugural meeting of the Dover Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and that the best wishes of the Ashford Members
should be sent.

BRANCH NOTES.

Messrs. J. Keefe, F. Kirby, \V. Hammond and others, accompanied
by Mr. Dean, were responsible for a very enjoyable concert at the
termination of tlie November monthly meeting of the Branch.
Mr. King and Mr. Keefe represented tlie Branch at tlie Dover
meeting on November IStli, Mr. Cowell (our Secretary) very much
regretted that owing to illness he was unable to be present.
On Armistice Day some twelve members of the Branch were present
at the service in the High Street, Asliford, and after the service the
Assistant Secretary placed a wreath on the local War Memorial.
There was also'a Branch Parade iu the High Street at 7 p.m., under
Mr Cowell, the party, forty strong, marched to the Parish Church for
evening service. The Rev. Blackburn, D.S.O., very kindly reserved
seats for the party.

London Branch.
The tenth meeting of the branch was held on the I9tli instant, at
tlie Windsor Castle Hotel, with Capt. J. E. Enright in the chair. The
Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Letters were
read regretting absence from Colonel Lucas, Major Guv Lee, and
messages were received from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell and
RegimentalSergeantMajor Vauglian. A vote of thanks was passed
to General Sir Arthur for his kind thought and expression. A telegram
was also received from the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot wishing the
Branch a happy evening, which was very much appreciated, as drawing
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still closer together the tics of friendship between those serving aud
those who have served. A letter from .Major Foster, giving us an
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Requires post as Agent's Collector, entering and
dispatch clerk.
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Round and About.
THIS
CHRISTMAS
BUSINESS,

Tlie despatch with which The Dragon
is printed gives me a certain advantage
over the real live journalist, who has
to write his copy in August for his
Christmas number. While he has to imagine the
crackling of the yule log and the melodious strains of
the wait on a hot August day (there have been some
such days, the older generation assures us) I have to
put no such strain on my imaginative powers. Where
he scores, however, is in having the type of mind that
can force his pen to write " seasonable " stuff. It is
a regrettable thing, but there is little doubt that one's
feelings towards Christmas lose much of their strength
as time goes on. There are always certain features
about Christmas that affect one. The holiday feeling
is the strongest with me. But the dash has gone out
of it and that's because of anno domini. Year by year,
too, one's nephews and nieces increase or grow to the
age when they make almost vocal demands on one's
largesse. And that's a matter of / s. d. Never
theless, it is hard to be thoroughly Scroogelike about
it all, especially when one thinks of the poor shop
keepers, who, probably more than anyone, keep
Christmas in the proper spirit.
*

*

*

#

OUR
UPTODATE
CRIMINALS,

There is no section of the business
community that moves more with the
times than the criminal class. Or,
more particularly, that section of the
criminal class whose activities are directed towards the
appropriation of the goods of other people. The
motor car is invented; at once they steal it. The
Home Secretary or some such important person, the
other day in the House of Commons, gave what
amounts to a company report of the year's trading of
the Motor Thieves unlimited. It made rather striking
reading and no doubt the shares have duly soared.
Then this week we read that greyhounds have begun
to be stolen. This shows, as I said before, that
nobody can describe our thieves as " stickinthemud,"
even if such an unflattering description can be applied
to the Railways or to British Manufacturers. And,
while business generally finds
it imperative to
advertise enormously, the thief abhors it, much as
exclusive shirtmakers and tailors do.
A thought strikes me (such things do happen).
I am wrong about the advertising. Of course the thief
advertises and where ? In the Daily Press. The
only difference is that he does not pay much for it
(except in " time " occasionally). Its a great world.
*
#
*
*
SHOCKERS. Talking of crime reminds me that the
output of ' mystery' fiction
does not
grow less. The prince of the mystery merchants,
Mr. Edgar Wallace, continues to amaze the world by
his fertility and industry and " Sapper " and one or
two others are " going the pace." My own vote goes
whole heartedly to A. E. W. Mason, to whom I have
referred before in these notes. " The House of the
Arrow " ranks in my humble opinion with " Trent's
last ease " by E C. Bentley and Mason's " No other
Tiger " has from all accounts affected even Wallace
and " Sapper " fans.
I have to confess that G. K. Chesterton's efforts in
the mystery field have not thrilled me. They are a
little too consciously adroit for me.
*

REAL WAR
FILMS.

*

*

»

After the glut of fictional
war films
(mostly transatlantic in origin) I read
with something of relief that the
authorities have " released " the official wartime
" Battle of Arras " film.
This amazing human docu
ment of the war has been lying in the Imperial War

Museum for years, during which it might have been
making thousands of pounds for Earl Haig's fund and
acting as a corrective to " Big Parade " stuff. There
is no doubt that the mass of people appreciate really
good stuff if they can see it often enough to get used
to it.
*

*

*

*

ROAD
VERSUS
RAIL.

There is every sign that a pretty battle
has
begun
between
the
Railway
Companies and the Motor Coach people
with the travelling public as the prize.
Ghastly prophecies have been made concerning the
probable size of the charabanc of the very near future.
Tlie Railways' counterattack has taken the very
obvious and long delayed provision of cheap weekend
tickets. If only they would reduce fares and freights
there would be far fewer empty trains. I am no lover
of the motor coach, but I give it credit for providing
a very healthy competition. There is no longer the
Hobson's choice which tlie railway monopoly once
thrust upon travellers.
*

*

*

*

ADDING TO It is doubtful whether the tentative
THE ABBEY proposals for structural additions to
Westminster Abbey will ever come to
anything.
But some good may result from the
proposals if the superfluous statutary is removed from
the Poets' and other corners. It will be pleasant to
see the last of togaclad gentlemen of massive
stature. The worst of adding wings to ancient
buildings is tlie danger of an outbreak of Regent Street
architecture.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN
WINTER.

One is accustomed to think of the South
African winter as something approaching
perfection. The
weather
for
the
opening match of the M.C.C. Tour, therefore, came as
rather a shock. The wicket saturated in such a clime !
And yet how one envies those lucky players and the
fun they have in store for them before they return to
another English summer.

THE SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928.
We have received a cop}' of the above pub
lication which we consider surpasses in com
pleteness all previous editions. The mass of
interesting information it contains can be
removed, thus converting the Diary into a
useful and practical Pocket Book.

Price :—bound in Cloth
in Leather

l/6d.
2/6d.

Territorial Army & Supplementary Reserve.
Officers' Outfit Grant.
Officers of the Territorial Army and the Supple
mentary Reserve whose services arc available only on
embodiment will in future receive the same outfit grant
when called up as officers commissioned temporarily
during a national emergency. An outfit grant will be
issuable under the same limitations to officers of the
Territorial Army and of the Supplemental}' Reserve
who are granted commissions 011 or after embodiment
being ordered.

Army Reserve.
No Training next Year.
It is officially stated that there will be no training
during 1928 for Sections " B" and " D " of the Army
Reserve.
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as time goes ou. There are always certain features
about Christmas that affect one. Tlie holiday feeling
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too, one's nephews and nieces increase or grow to the
age when they make almost vocal demands on one's
largesse. And that's a matter of / s. d. Never
theless, it is hard to be thoroughly Scroogelike about
it all, especially when one thinks of the poor shop
keepers, who, probably more than anyone, keep
Christmas in the proper spirit.
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OUR
UPTODATE
CRIMINALS,

There is no section of the business
community that moves more with the
times than the criminal class. Or,
more particularly, that section of the
criminal class whose activities are directed towards the
appropriation of the goods of other people. The
motor car is invented; at once they steal it. The
Home Secretary or some such important person, the
other day in the House of Commons, gave what
amounts to a company report of the year's trading of
the Motor Thieves unlimited. It made rather striking
reading and no doubt the shares have duly soared.
Then this week we read that greyhounds have begun
to be stolen. This shows, as I said before, that
nobody can describe our thieves as " stickinthemud,"
even if such an unflattering description can be applied
to the Railways or to British Manufacturers. And,
while business generally finds
it imperative to
advertise enormously, the thief abhors it, much as
exclusive shirtmakers and tailors do.
A thought strikes me (such things do happen).
I am wrong about the advertising. Of course the thief
advertises and where ? In the Daily Press. The
only difference is that he does not pay much for it
(except in "time' occasionally). Its a great world.
*
*
*
*
SHOCKERS. Talking of crime reminds me that tlie
output of ' mystery ' fiction
does uot
grow less. The prince of tlie mystery merchants,
Mr. Edgar Wallace, continues to amaze tlie world by
liis fertility and industry and " .Sapper " aud one or
two others are " going the pace." My own vote goes
whole heartedly to A. E W. Mason, to whom I have
referred before in these notes. " The House of the
Arrow " ranks in my bumble opinion with " Trent's
last case " by E. C. Bentley and Mason's " No other
Tiger " has from all accounts affected even Wallace
and " Sapper " fans.
I have to confess that G. K. Chesterton's efforts in
the mystery field have not thrilled me. Tliey are a
little too consciously adroit for me.
*
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#
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After the glut of fictional
war films
(mostly transatlantic in origin) I read
with something of relief that the
authorities have " released " the official wartime
" Battle of Arras " film.
This amazing human docu
men of the war has been lying in the Imperial War

Museum for years, during which it might have been
making thousands of pounds for Earl Haig's fund and
acting as a corrective to " Big Parade " stuff. There
is 110 doubt that tlie mass of people appreciate really
good stuff if they can see it often enough to get used
to it.
*

*
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ROAD
VERSUS
RAIL.

There is every sign that a pretty battle
has begun
between
tlie
Railway
Companies and the Motor Coach people
with the travelling public as tlie prize.
Ghastly prophecies have been made concerning the
probable size of the charabanc of the very near future.
The Railways' counterattack has taken the very
obvious and long delayed provision of cheap weekend
tickets. If only they would reduce fares and freights
there would be far fewer empty trains. I am no lover
of the motor coach, but I give it credit for providing
a very healthy competition. There is no longer the
ITobson's choice which the railway monopoly once
thrust upon travellers.
*

*

#

#

ADDING TO It is doubtful whether the tentative
THE ABBEY proposals for structural additions to
Westminster Abbey will ever come to
anything.
But some good may result from the
proposals if the superfluous statutarv is removed from
the Poets' and other corners. It will be pleasant to
see the last of togaelad gentlemen of massive
stature. The worst of adding wings to ancient
buildings is the danger of an outbreak of Regent Street
architecture.
*

*
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CRICKET IN
WINTER.

One is accustomed to think of the South
African winter as something approaching
perfection. The
weather
for
the
opening match of the M.C.C. Tour, therefore, came as
rather a shock. The wicket saturated in such a clime !
And yet how one envies those lucky players and the
fun they have in store for them before they return to
another English summer.

THE SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928.
We have received a copy of the above pub
lication which we consider surpasses in com
pleteness all previous editions. The mass of
interesting information it contains can be
removed, thus converting the Diary into a
useful and practical Pocket Book.

Price :—bound in Cloth
in Leather

l/6d.
2/6d.

Territorial Army & Supplementary Reserve.
Officers' Outfit Grant.
Officers of the Territorial Army and the Supple
mentary Reserve whose services are available only on
embodiment will in future receive the same outfit grant
when called up as officers commissioned temporarily
during a national emergency. An outfit grant will be
issuable under tlie same limitations to officers of the
Territorial Army aud of the Supplementary Reserve
who are granted commissions on or after embodiment
being ordered.

Army Reserve.
No Training next Year.
It is officially stated that there will be no training
during 1928 for Sections " B" and " D " of the Army
Reserve.
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still closer together the ties of friendship between those serving and
those who have served. A letter from Major Poster, giving us an
insight into the newlyformed "DOVER" branch was read and
received with great applause. We wish him every success and feel
certain it will be attained
We also had the pleasure of giving a welcome to a detachment
from the 2nd Battalion including the Adjutant, Capt. Hamilton, Mr.
Foster Hall, Mr. Dare and O.R.S. l'ickelt. We hope to sec them again
before very long as there is no necessity to wait tor invitations when
Buffs are meeting BulTs. Captain Hamilton gave an interesting
address to the branch and extended a welcome to Aldershot combined
with a shooting match which was at once accepted for the last Sunday
in January next. We hope to linn up in force especially as our chair
man has a shoot with the Adjutant.
Colonel Findlay spoke to the Branch on several matters connected
with the Association as a whole. Firstly he mentioned the formation
of the Dover branch and we were delighted to hear about the more
than successful start and the number ol new Association members
enrolled. The question of " l.ife " members had been carefully con
sidered by tlie executive committee and it would be of greater benefit
if more such members could be obtained. Their payment of sub
scription as a " Rife " member could be spread over the twelve months
if desired. Needless to say, the suggestion will receive wholehearted
support from the Branch.
Major James proposed, as a means of facilitating the unemployment
question, that tlie specially drafted letter read by the Chairman be
adopted and forwarded to the Executive Committee for consideration
and approval and when ready circulated/ He thought the present
a most opportune time and advocated that the earlier it was got out
the better. A discussion followed as to probable cost and Colonel
Findlay asked the Condon Branch to obtain an estimate for duplicating
the letter for number required, i: 5,000, in order to compare
quotation elsewhere. Again, as the letter involved a synopsis of
Regimental History, it would be advisable for a copy to be sent to
Major Tomlinson for his remarks thereon in order that it would be
correct before being circulated. This was agreed to.
It was also agreed that the Branch should undertake the laying of
a wreath on the Cenotaph next May and that a day suitable in that
month be selected. Two dates were proposed—The Regimental
Birthday and Albukcra. 11 was left to the BranchCommittee to decide.
Capt. Hamilton said he could promise a deputation would come up
from Aldershot to take part in this act of remembrance.
An interesting letter was read from Mr. Angus who is residing in
the Shetland Islands and who is wellknown to many old Buffs. We
wish him luck and hope to hear from him again. We were also pleased
to see our old friend, ColourSergeant (Birdie) Hopps who will be
remembered by a large number of 2nd Battalion wallahs—he is looking
tophole and is going to attend all future meetings.
J .E.
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No. 38.
No, 39.

2nd
7th

„
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Requires post as Agent's Collector, entering and
dispatch clerk.
Requires post as Messenger, Porter, etc.
Requires post as Handy Man or General Labourer.
(Residing at Gilliugham.)
All communications should be addressed as above.
Your Committee regrets to report a large increase of unemployment
and trusts these men will be soon off the list. It is up to everyone of
the Branch to make a very special effort to decrease the numbers and
I feel confident it will be done.
(Signed) J. KNKIGHT, Capt.

DISBURSEMENTS.
have been made :—

£

Oct. 21. Loan ...
24. Loan
25. Grant
Grant
Grant
26. Grant
29. Grant
Nov. 1. Grant
4. Grant
5. Grant
Grant
Grant
9. Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
15. Grant
Grant
Grant
16. Grant

"!

"!

!!!

.!.

"!

..!

..!

...

!"
..!

0
0
1
0
1
o
i
i
2
1
1
1
1
i
2
i
I
2
0
I
5

s. d.
15 0
10 0
0 0
14 0
0 0
18 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
10 0
0 0
0 0

DONATIONS.

During the period 18/10/27 to 17/11/27 the following donations
have been received :—
Anonymous
...
Captain R. M. Bourne ...
Mr. J. Marshall
R.S.M. Dray
Major E T. Gould
...
T. J. Birrell, Esq

£

0 1
0

8

0 12

0
2
0

2
0
5

6IH BATTALION NOTES.

NEW MEMBERS.

Quite a nice crowd—missed Scott—Don't forget the Ladies' night.
Yes—quite true : the 6th did have the most casualties. {I'oice in a
whisper): " Don't shout about it—what was the Buffs doing ? "
E.C.

During the period 18/10/27 to 17/11/27 the following new members
have been enrolled :—
Mr. C. Caiue, Mr. E. A. Gibbens, Captain C. V. Vallange, Mr. W.
Martin, Mr. J. E. M. Knight, Mr. N. Dallon, Mr. H. E. Barhara, Mr.
A. V. Gibbens, Mr. P. I.. Angus, Mr. A. E. Watson, Mr. F. W. Ward,
Mr. J. I,.' Spellette, Mr.(G. F. Warchus, Major R. T. Monier Williams,
Mr. A. W. Roullier, Mr. H. W. Byard.

7TH BATTALION NOTES.

Members will be pleased to hear that Major 'i'. Mouier Williams
sends his greetings to the old Battalion—The Shiney Seventh. We
wish him the best of everything. I was wondering if a roll call was
taken—who would have the most members of the Loudon Branch—
the 6tli, 7th or 8th Battalions ? Keep it dark. We'll count them on
the Ladies' Night next February.
ONLY DAVIES.

8TH BATTALION NOTES.

Going along very nicely and hope to see a few more turn up before
Christmas.
A.B.

UNEMPLOYMENT TIST.
26 Doyle Road,
Telephone :—
S.W.I 7.
Battersea, 265'!.
No. 1. 1st Bn. Requires post as Drayman, Carman, etc.
Requires post as Labourer.
No. 5. 9th „
Requires light work in open air.
No. 12. 2nd „
Requires post as Lift Attendant.
No. 13. 2nd „
Requires post as Boot and Shoe Maker.
No. 15. 1st „
Requires any sort of hard work.
No. 16. 1st „
Requires work in Boiler House.
No. 17. 2nd „
Requires post as Labourer, etc.
No. 18. 6th „
Requires post as Messenger or Porter.
No. 22. 1st „
Requires post as Coal Trimmer.
No. 23. 2nd „
Requires post as Fitter's Mute.
No. 28. 6th „
Requires post as Pastry Cook. Experienced.
No. 29. 7th „
Requires post as Groundsman. First class
No. 30. 1st ,,
cricketer. Ideal man for firm with good cricket
club.
Requires post as Watchman or Caretaker.
No. 31. 2nd
3
Requires post as Watchman or Caretaker.
No. 32.
Requires post as Builder's Storekeeper or checker.
No. 33. 7 th
Requires post as Caretaker. (Wife excellent cook).
No. 34. 1st
Requires post as Storekeeper.
No. 35. 8th
Requires post as Caretaker or Watchman.
No, 36. 1st

Territorial Army.
Summer. Camp Attendance.
Official Returns issued yesterday by the War Office
regarding the annual training of the Territorial Army
show that all units attended the Summer Camps and
that the total attendance was S6'6 per cent of the
strength of the Army.
In the Competition for the best attendance for 15
days, tlie 6th Battalion, Durham Tight Infantry, with
a total of 18 officers and 625 other ranks, making a
percentage of attendance to establishment of 98 01, was
awarded the Daily Telegraph Challenge Cup. The
runners up were the Tynemoutli Heavy Brigade, R.A.,
with a total attendance of 277 and a percentage of
97'8 to establishment. The units next in order were
the following :—
Percentage
Total, of Estabt.
61st (N. Midland) Fid. Bde., R.A.
420
95*4
82nd (Welsh) Fid. Bde., R.A
415
943
619
8th Bn. Durham Tight Infantry
943
Notts. Yeomanry (Sherwood Foresters) 279
939
411
77th (Highland) Fid. Bde., R.A.
934
601
7th Bn. Durham Tight Infantry
9T6
4th Bn. Royal Welch Fusiliers
598
9M
Hallamshire Bn. York. & Tancs. Regt. 598
911
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Past

M

and

Present Association,
The Buffs.

INUTES of the 72nd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot on Sunday, 6th November, at 5 p.m.
Present:—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and Colonel H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, G. D. Hickman and
J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe and C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
COMMISSIONS.—The
order
of
precedence
of
applicants for Commissions in the Regiment from
Cadets passing out of Sandhurst in December was
further considered ; it was decided that the list should
not be sent in until the Chairman had received a further
report from Sandhurst regarding one of the applicants.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that the vacant
Cottage Home should be allotted to Mr. C. Webb.
Past and Present Association.
MOTOR SCHOOL.
(1) With reference to the suggestion that retired Buffs
should be trained in this school, it was decided
that there would be no objection to this course,
provided those attending could arrange for their
board and lodging outside Barracks.
(2) It was decided to insert advertisements in the
local papers regarding men who had passed out
who required employment as motor drivers, in
civil life.
CENOTAPH.—With reference to the question raised
by the Eondou Branch regarding (a) March to the
Cenotaph, the Committee expressed the opinion that
such a March should receive its full support provided
that at least 300 all ranks could be guaranteed to take
part in the parade.
(b) The proposal by the Eoudon Branch to lay
a wreath on the Cenotaph, date to be fixed later,
by that Branch, was approved.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was decided that
next year, as an experiment, the Annual General
Meeting should be held at Canterbury during Depot
Cricket Week, and that any proposals coming before
the Meeting might be voted on, on behalf of absentees
by the use of Proxy forms.
It was decided that next year no extra charge
should be made to Buffs attending the Annual
Dinner who are not members of the Association.
In this connection the Committee expressed the
hope that this procedure would permit of many
nonmembers joining the Association, either as
Life or Annual members.
WREATHS.—It was decided that the letter received
from the British Legion regarding the sale of Poppy
Wreaths should be circularized to Branches and Area
Representatives.
LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £ 100 now
received from the trustees of the late Major C. C. Cobbe
should be invested in 5% War Loan Bearer Bonds on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund.
ENTERTAINMENTS.—It was decided that in future,
serving soldiers taking part in entertainments in aid of
The Benevolent Fund should not normally be
remunerated, either in cash or kind for their services.
FINANCE.—The Secretary was authorised to pay up
to £5 to assist Mr.
, who is residing in Ireland, in
paying off bills and also a temporary pension of £1 10s.
a quarter subject to review.

(a) MR.
. With reference to the appeal from
this man, it was decided that it would be to his
advantage if arrangements could be made for
him to be taken into some institution, where
he would be looked after. The Secretary was
instructed to see what could be done iu this
direction.
(b) A loan of £10 to Mr.
was approved provided
that the Secretary was satisfied regarding the
Bona Fides of this appeal, and that the Ashford
Branch should undertake the recovery, to the
best of its ability, of the loan.
Pr.UM PUDDINGS.—It was decided that as in the
past, Plum Puddings should be issued to deserving
cases, and that the Editor of The Dragon should be
asked to invite readers to subscribe to this Fund.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at The Depot on Sunday, 4tli
December, at 5 p.m.
Dover Branch.
On November 18th a most successful meeting,
organized by Major P\ W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood
was held in the 4th Battalion Drill Hall, to arrange for
the formation of a Branch of the Past and Present
Association of the Regiment. There was an excellent
attendance (150—200), which included leading citizens.
An opening address was made by Colonel H. Findlay,
Secretary of the Association and speeches were made
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyudenBell. Major
Fdster, Major Jackson, Mr. Sherwood and Mr. Knocker
(Town Clerk). Fort}eight new members of the
Association were enrolled, which included five
life
members. Messages, wishing every success to the
Dover Branch were received during the evening from
the London Branch and Ashford Branches ; also from
the 2nd Battalion and from MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Bainbridge, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
who much to his regret, was prevented from being
present.
Ashford Branch.
The usual monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel, on
November 12th.
Mr. E Carlcy iu the chair, Mr. J. King, vicecliair ; a very large
number of members were preseut.
1.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by tiie Secretary
and passed.
2. It was decided that the next order for wreaths should be given to
tlie British Legion.
3
Mr. 1,. Lancelield was elected to represent tlie Branch at Executive
Committee Meetings when necessary, and was also elected a
member of the Branch Committee.
4.
It was decided that the Branch should be represented at the
inaugural meeting of tlie Dover Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and that the best wishes of the Ashford Members
should be sent.

BRANCH NOTES.

Messrs. J. Keefe, F. Kirby, W. Hammond and others, accompanied
by Mr. Dean, were responsible for a very enjoyable concert at the
termination of the November monthly meeting of the Branch.
Mr. King and Mr. Keefe represented the Branch at the Dover
meeting on November 18th, Mr. Cowell (our Secretary) very much
regretted that owing to illness he was unable to be present.
On Armistice Day some twelve members of the Branch were present
at the service in the High Street, Ashford, and after the service the
Assistant Secretary placed a wreath on the local War Memorial.
There was also a Branch Parade in the Iligli Street at 7 p.m., under
Mr Cowell, tlie party, forty strong, marched to the Parish Church for
evening service. The Rev. Blackburn, D.S.O., very kindly reserved
seats for the party.

London Branch.
The tenth meeting of tlie branch was held on the 19th instant, at
tlie Windsor Castle Hotel, with Capt. J. E. Euriglit in the chair. The
Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Letters were
read regretting absence from Colonel Lucas, Major Guy I,ee, and
messages were received from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell and
RegimentalSergeantMajor Vauglian. A vote of thanks was passed
to General Sir Arthur for his kind thought and expression. A telegram
was also received from the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot wishing the
Branch a happy evening, which was very much appreciated, as drawing
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

Buffs V. Canterbury.

O

N Sunday, November 13th—a perfect autumn
day—the Society met with a severe reverse at
the hands of tlie Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, Deal.
Of the fifteen matches played, the Society could claim
but one victory, this being gained by Major J. V. R.
Jacksou and Captain A. Howard Reed in the four
somes. But it was a grand day for a' that, and all
enjoyed themselves exceedingly, inclusive of the Hon.
Secretary, who was busy juggling on the first tee with
his new camera ; and as 110 illustrations of this match
accompany these notes, it is assumed that he suffered
from a severe defeat also, though we do hear that
a snapshot of Lt.Colonel Dyne has revealed at least
oue fault which lias been responsible for a lost hole or
two recently! The full results of the day's play
were :—
The Buffs.
Deal.
SINGLES.

R. M. Bourne
Col. W. H. Trevor
Gilbert Elliot
Capt. B. HammondDa vies
Capt. J. Turk
C. J. Watson
Major H. E. Ward
Et.Col. F. B. Dyne ...
Capt. A. H. Reed

Major R. A. D. Brooks (4 & 3)
F. A. Worth (5 & 4)
C. J. Bolton (1 up)
C. Powers (4 & 3)
V. G. Smith (5 & 4)
A. F. W. Gourlay (5 & 3)
...
A. I,. Stevenson (3 & 2)
Capt. C. S. Eousada (5 & 3) ...
Brig.Gen. E. C. B. Cotgrave
(7 & 4)
H. R. Hobson (1 up) ...

Major J. V. R. Jackson
Total

Grand Total

1

being halved. The singles in the morning were played
in dull and threatening weather, which looked as if the
worst might happen at any moment ; and it did with
a vengeance in tlie afternoon with the result that
several of the foursomes had to end at the 10th hole.
The full results of the day's play were :—
Shorncliffe Garrison.
The Buffs.

Col. W. H. Trevor (1 up)
...
R. M. Bourne (3 & 2)
...
Capt. B. HammondDavies ...
W. C. Collins
Et.Col. F. B.Dvne
Et. F. G. Crozier (2 & 1)
...
C. J. Watson (2 & 1)
Capt. A. Howard Reed (7 & 5)

1
1
0
0
0
1
1
1

Total ...

5

0

Grand Total ... 14

v. SHORNCEIPFE GARRISON.
On Sunday, November 20th, the Society brought
their 1927 season to a close with a very enjoyable and
successful match, played at Folkestone, against the
Shorncliffe Garrison Golfing Society, the result being
a win for the Society by 6 matches to 5, one match

J. V. W. Kdl
Capt. Evans Eombe
Major Wilson (2 up)
Et. Houle (6 & 5)
...
I,t. Ashcr (3 & 2)
Col.Comdt. Stansfeld
Lt. Clauson
Col. Packer

...

Total ...

FOURSOMES.
Trevor and Bourne (halved) ... 0 Kell and Evans Lombe (halved)
...
HammondDavies and Collins
0 Wilson and Houle (1 up)
Dyne and Crozier
...
... 0 Asher and Stansfeld (1 up) ...
...
Watson and Reed (6 & 5)
... 1 Clauson and Packer ...
Grand Total ...

Total

FOURSOMES.
Bourne and Trevor
...
... 0 Brooks and Worth (3 & 2) ...
Elliot and HammondDavies... 0 Bolton and Powers (4 & 3) ...
Turk and Watson
...
... 0 Smith and Gourlay (6 & 4) ...
Ward and Dyne
0 Eousada and Stevenson (2 & 1)
Reed and Jackson (2 & 1) ... 1 Cotgrave and Hobson

[Photo by Capt. H. H. C. Baird.

6

Grand Total ...

0
0
1
1
1
0
0
0
3
0
1
1
0
5

GENERAL.
With the 1927 season closed the full record of
matches played during the past year will be of interest :
here it is and though it may look somewhat mournful,
it is one from which all have derived infinite pleasure,
aud that is everything :—
Played. Won. Lost. Halved.
17
5
12
0
The fixture list for next year is almost complete,
and will be published in full next month. In the
meantime all will be glad to hear that the Committee
and members of Royal St. George's have again very
generously offered the courtesy of their green for the
Society's autumn meeting next October.
A new member of the Society is Mr. Byron Kelsey,
thereby bringing the total membership up to 145.
And this beiiig the Christmas number of The
Dragon every good wish is extended to all,
together with a prosperous and happy New Year.
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Motoring in South Africa.

Between Durban and. Maritzburg.

I

N order to appreciate properly tlie great improve
ments which have been effected in motor cars
daring the last few years, it is necessary to use them
anywhere but in England, where the perfect roads are
of little use for testing purposes. The writer
occasionally drives an English twoseater 10 h.p. car
from an outoftheway farm in the bushveldt of the
Western Transvaal to Durban and back, and an
account of tlie route, etc., may, or may not, interest
the tarred road speedster in England.
On the last occasion, the car covered the 150 miles
to Jahanneshurg during the first day, not a long run,
but the busliveldt roads, as far as Rustenburg, are
mere sandy tracks, not improved by the heavy motor
buses which are now used by the government to open
up districts where railways do not exist. The roads
wind through trees and bushes which bristle with
thorns three inches long, so that the slightest deviation
from the track means punctures innumerable, but are
fairly good in dry weather—and it has not rained
properly there for three years now. Once on the high
veldt, halfway to Johannesburg, the main road becomes
hard and smooth, though there is great scarcity
of water in the district, a matter important for small
ears in hot weather. There is plenty of traffic since
farmers, mining officials and commercial travellers all
use motor transport nowadays.
.Starting early from Johannesburg the second day,
the best bit of highway in the Union stretches right
away to the Natal border in an almost straight line.
This road would astonish those who only knew it during
the Boer War and for years afterwards, when the
traveller had the choice of five or six rutty tracks which
wandered all over the country. It is now one broad,
wellengineered highway, 154 miles in length, passing
through Heidelberg and Standerton as of old, but now
straightened, graded and bridged. When driving
a little bus whose maximum speed and that only on
a down grade, is barely 35 m.p.h., uncharitable
thoughts cannot be helped as the big American
limousines rush by at anything over 60 m.p.h.,
especially when Jim Fish—the local nickname for the
native—dressed in immaculate chauffeur's kit, is in
the driving seat. Native drivers are mostly employed
by the Johannesburg " aristocrats," who encourage
their servants to proceed at not less than a mile
a minute whenever possible, and to stick to the crown
of the road up to the last second. The Indian drivers
in Natal can share the same bun, as they are popularly
supposed to get a great deal more out of Fords
than ever Henry did, especially round corners.
The little car plugged steadily along at 25 m.p.h.,
doing well over 40 m.p.g., which is what really matters

Half way between Durban and Maritzburg.
when petrol is 3/6 a gallon, to Standerton, still much
the same in appearance as when the cantonments were
there. Here the road passes over the old rifle range
where the Buffs Company of the 5tli M.I. made such
good shooting for the Empire Cup in 1906, when Birrell
was SergeantMajor, and Coveney, Jeffreys, Seatli and
Moore were amongst the Sergeants. What remains
of tlie barracks is now a government school, surrounded
by trees. There are plenty of trees now all over that
district, and the farmers seem to do considerably more
work than they did twenty years ago—not a very
difficult feat. The same excellent road leads on to
Volkrust, passing Sandfontein, where the Boer
commandoes concentrated and waited for the
declaration of war to be made by their leaders, who,
in their turn were waiting for the spring grass to grow
long enough to feed their ponies, before they would
leave the Transvaal. One learns many sidelights on
that little squabble, as it seems now, from the old
Dutch leaders, and the weather entered much more
into their calculations than into ours.
The view into Natal from tlie top of I.aing's Nek is
very fiue, and the route now leads up and down the
foothills of the Drakensburg range through a well
wooded and wellwatered country, being commanded
by Majuba Mountain on the right, but the road itself
takes on a distinctly sporting character, and its surface
is too stony for comfort, whilst in wet weather it is
sometimes impassable. Newcastle was reached well
before darkness set in, 1S8 miles froiii Johaunesburg,
though the average speed only worked out at 21 m.p.h.,
for which the last forty miles were responsible. On
the third day the road from Newcastle led over the
Biggarsberg
by
a
wellgracled
pass,
through
Elandslaagte and Dundee, to Ladysmith, but cannot
be called good at any time. The authorities
responsible for road maintenance in Natal are very
short of funds, whilst the Transvaal roads are paid for
by the money raised by taxing the Rand mines. There
are mines—coal only—in this part of Natal, but their
only contribution to the roads is coal dust, which is
used as a binding, as one realises on a windy day.
Ladysmith is not much larger than it was at the time
of the siege, but tlie road improves and leads through
a new town at Colenso, which is the centre of the
electrification scheme which proves tlie power for
running the main line of the railway in this part of
Natal. By this means very heavy coal trains are now
run down to Durban at a surprisingly fast pace, too
fast, in fact, for tlie permanent way, as accidents are
common. An uptodate, but hilly, road leads to
Estcourt, 122 miles from Newcastle, and the end of
the third day's run.
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Biggarsberg Pass overlooking Elandslaagte.
At Estcourt, news was received of a heavy snowfall,
which had blocked the road for the past day or two,
but a day's sunshine had melted it, though on leaving
that town next day the result of the snow could be
seen at once, as the surface of the road was like
a pebbly beach for a few miles. Conditions soon
improved, and for the first time, green grass was visible
all over the surrounding hills, which make this part
of the journey a good test in hill climbing for small
cars. The old iniquitous descent into Maritzburg,
2,000 feet in four miles, and the worst hill 011 any main
road in the Union, is now a thing of the past, as there
is a good deviation which avoids it. From Martizburg,
the first twenty miles are spoilt by currugations due to

Main road between Durban and Maritzburg.
Well engineered.
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Top of Laing's Nek Pass looking into Natal.
excessive traffic 011 a badly made surface, but one soon
reaches the only long bit of tarred road iu Africa, and
English conditions prevail the rest of the way to
Durban, 144 miles from Estcourt, and the end of the
journey from the busliveldt, 574 miles away. The
petrol consumption for the trip worked out at almost
exactly 40 miles to the gallon, but the mileage per hour
which is, after all, a personal matter, was nothing to
boast about. Many travellers would only spend three
days over the run, but, 011 the other hand, most of the
country is so interesting and picturesque that a week
or more would not be misspent.
S. L. P. BARKER,
P.O. Durban, Natal.

Top of Laing's Nek Pass looking into the Transvaal.

Some Fixtures, 1928.
Association Football —February 16th.

British Army v. Belgian Army in London.
" 21st. British Army v. French Army in Paris.
April 9th. Army Cup Final at Aldershot.
Cricket—July 9th—11th. Oxford v. Cambridge.
„ 13th— 14th. Eton v. Harrow.
Polo—July 2nd—7th. InterRegimental Tournament at Hurlingham.
Racing—March 23rd & 24th. Band Military Meeting, Sandown Park.
March 28th. The Lincolnshire Handicap.
„
30th. The Grand National.
June 8th. The Derby.
„ 20th. Royal Hunt Cup Ascot.
„
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A Christmas Fantasy.

SIMPLY abominate all this Christmas upset "
said the Colonel
(whose name has been
suppressed). " Do you suppose we're through with
it now ?"
" I had hoped so " sighed'the Major (whose name
I have forgotten) "as everyone is out or away; but
since you do nothing but talk about it
"
" I'm not talking about it " snapped his superior
officer. " I tell you I loathe Christmas, with its ever
lasting festivities, dances and dinners and carol singers
screaming under your window just when you're
comfortably asleep. It's a beastly German invention
and it's high time it died out—festivities and fuss
I mean."
Here the Subaltern on duty came in. "I thought
I ought to tell you, sir," he said, addressing the Colonel,
" I've been talking to Sergeant I.enlcy. It seems that
there's some absurd yarn floating
about and the
Recruits are all so scared that they simply won't move
out of the Canteen. I went in and saw them. They're
all sitting there, frightening each other into fits.
It
appears that one fellow, not a recruit, but one of the
older men, came in about an hour ago with some cock
and bull story about something he'd seen, or imagined
he'd seen, up near the Military Hospital. Pie's been
telling them all he was sure it was a ghost and well—
you know its Christmas time and pitch dark and all
that sort of thing. The Recruits have swallowed the
story whole and nothing I could say would calm them.
They're simply huddled together in there drinking
far more beer than is good for them."
The Colonel laughed. " Superstitious idiots," lie
said lightly. " The ghost is probably only the old
Cricket Ground horse. He's often made me jump
passing there at night. Tommy Atkins is ridiculously
gullible."
At that moment the mess waiter came in rather
hurriedly.
" Excuse me, sir, Sergeant Lenley is outside. He
wants to see you sir. He's in a terrible state, sir
1
don't know
" he paused, significantly.
" What d'you mean, state ?" demanded the Colonel
crossly.
" Well he's queer sir," explained the mess waiter,
who was obviously greatly excited.
" Go and see what he wants, my boy," said the
Colonel to the Subaltern The Subaltern was hardly
gone three minutes. He came back looking puzzled.
I've never seen D.T.'S " he said, iu reply to a cursory
question, " but if I were asked I'd say he'd got them.
He's simply gibbering. Says he saw something out 011
the square ; and then he went off into a faint before
I discovered what it was he'd seen. He's unconscious
now. The waiter's pouring cold water over him."
" Looks like peace, perfect peace," said the Major,
in tones of biting sarcasm. " Sergeant Lenley with
D.T.'S ! I thought he was the soberest of men."
The Colonel looked worried. " I'll go and see.
It can't be D.T.'S. You can't, see things 011 present
day beer ! This rubbish must stop. I can under
stand the recruits. They're all children ; but when
it comes to the Orderly Sergeant, it's—it's preposterous."
But even he was baffled. Sergeant Lenley neither
looked nor smelt drunk. His character was blameless.
But he certainly had an attack of something, for even
to the Colonel he babbled wildly of some strange
' thing ' that he had seen. He could not describe it,
but was sure it was nothing human.
The Colonel returned to the mess, now thoroughly
exasperated.
" I couldn't have believed the chap would be such
an idiot " he said, filling his pipe and lighting a match
fiercely.
" He's as sober as I am, and yet he's prepared

to swear lie saw something that wasn't human outside
there. Its black dark, but lie declares he saw
its ' shadder.' Damn fool ! Tomorrow I'll jollv
well
"
" Shhhhli !" exclaimed the Subaltern suddenly,
sitting bolt upright like a rabbit.
The Colonel, shut off in the middle of a sentence,
remained with his mouth still open, as if to speak. The
Major sat tense, on the extreme edge of his chair, while
the young Subaltern maintained his rabbitlike attitude
of alertness. All three men were listening with every
muscle in their bodies taut, and every nerve strained.
From outside on the Square came a faint noise. Tt
sounded as though somebody was flicking a duster to
and fro.
Flick, flick.
Quite slowly and yet not.
sharply. It was a comfortable lazy sort of noise, and
though it was not at all either loud or aggressive, the
three men looked at each other in dismay.
You
we
I
one of us ought to go,"
said the Major in a shaky voice. Had his mother seen
him then she would have thought him pale.
They continued to stare at one another, but
nobody moved.
At length, very slowly, the subaltern rose and said
in the voice of an absolute stranger " I'll go." Fie
went out, moving as stiffly as a Robot.
Tlie Colonel opened his mouth to stop him, but
nothing came out of it. However, his intentions and
those of the Major were excellent.
I*"or a while neither of them spoke and then tlie
Colonel remarked irrevelantly : " Lenley wears ear
rings when he's off duty."
" Whatever for ?"
" lie's awfully superstitious. Pierced ears are
supposed to prevent deafness."
" To let a little hearing in," said the Major,
unconscious of the pun " if he's superstitious that
accounts for it."
There was a sound of someone tunning across the
square. Someone leapt up the steps to tlie mess. The
door was flung open and the subaltern rushed in, white
with fright. He threw himself against the door and
locked it. After a moment or two, while he leaned
against it and strove to recover his composure, he
turned and faced them with a sort of bravado, laughing
nervously.
" There's something there alright " he declared.
I couldn't see it of course, but when I got outside
I heard that funny swishing noise over by the Orderly
Room. I went over as quietly as I could, keeping close
to the hedge beyond the tennis court. The noise
sounded several yards off. and I stopped to listen
because I didn't want to get too near. Then I
suddenly realised there was something quite close to
me—1 thought I heard breathing. I don't know
what it was, but it was red hot  look !"
He held out his wrist. On it was the perceptable
mark of a burn or scald.
The Colonel and the Major were at first bereft of
speech. Then the Major said : " Did you touch it ?"
" Xo sir. It was like hot air, or steam or some
thing. I'm afraid it absolutely put the wind up me.
I ran like a red shank."
" My dear lad," said the Colonel kindly " it was
brave of you to go at all. I don't wonder you bolted.
That's a nasty scald you've got. What the devil does
it all mean ? If it's some ass playing the fool I'll
I don't believe iu ghosts ; do you ?"
The Major shook his head and picking up his
unfinished glass of whiskey, downed it at a gulp.
" Spirits, yes. Ghosts, 110. I don't believe in chains
and rattling bones and things that only come abroad
at Christmas and midnight and all the conventional
times. But I confess this thing is damned mysterious."
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Neither of them doubted the Subaltern or seemed
fired with any desire to investigate the mystery
personally.
" I wish to heaven somebody would come aud sing
carols" remarked the Colonel' wistfully.
The Major seemed amused. " If you'd only heard
yourself on the subject of carols a short while ago "
he said. " It was a fair treat."
" I know " returned the other regretfully, " but
I've changed my mind. A few carols would soothe
me. I feel iu need of them. They'd do me a lot of
good. Where on earth is everyone ? Ring the bell ;
I must have a drink."
The Major leant forward and rang the bell furiously
for the waiter.
Nobody answered the summons.
After some minutes, that seemed like hours and just
as the Major was about to go in search of the waiter,
a slight noise from outside the window paralysed them
all again. It sounded like a plain, unvarnished and
somewhat aggressive ' sniff.' Immediately afterwards
came a kind of rustling noise and something shuffled
up the steps to the mess. The Subaltern applied his
ear to the key hole. When nothing occurred he
relinquished his place to the Major, who almost
immediately leapt back with a shriek of pain, and
stood with both hands to his ear.
When they
persuaded him to remove his hands they saw a large
red mark 011 his ear extending down his neck, and
forming into a blister.
" I've been burnt," he declared wildly.
It was the Colonel who took the bull* by the horns,
and with a recklessness born of despair, he turned tlie
key and flung the door open wide. He was met by
a blast of hot air which scorched his face and made his
hair frizzle. To his lasting praise let it be mentioned
that he never flinched. He stepped back in a dignified
manner and put up his arm to protect his face.
" A thousand pardons " said a husky voice " my
breath has scorched you ! I completely forgot to turn
off the steam."
Into the room ambled the strangest creature.
From liis throat and underneath liis body his skin lay
iu great folds. His back was scaled and his queer,
amiable head was surmounted by pointed ears. He
had a bright red tonge, barbed, and a pair of powerful
wings, which sprang from liis shoulders. His long tail
waved slowly backwards and forwards as lie walked,
sounding something like a duster being flicked to and
fro.
He walked very slowly, ambling along heavily and
lazily and panting slightly.
io the astonished trio he appeared oddly familiar,
though not at all alarming.
" The devil 1" exclaimed the Major, retreating
hurriedly.
You hurt me," replied the husky voice reproach
fully. " I particularly dislike the devil. I disclaim
all resemblance to him."
The Subaltern recognised him first.
" It's the Dragon, Sir," he whispered, but the
Colonel replied forcibly " Stuff and rubbish ! there's
no such animal."
The Dragon, having reached the fire, sat down in
front of it and began to cry. The emotion was quite
unmistakable. Great tears coursed down liis face
forming pools on the floor.
" Oh you are unkind " he sobbed. " I never would
have believed it of you ! First you call me the
ddevil, and now you say I can't be me because there's
no such thing !"
" Well do explain," begged the Subaltern who,
perhaps because he had left the nursery more recently
than the other two, was less incredulous, " We've never
seen you before about loose so to speak. Where have
you come from ?"
" From my hill of course, up by the 30 tfyards
range," explained the Dragon peevishly. " You see
me there every day. I've never wanted to move
before. But I've got a complaint to lodge and I'm

news of this appointment is especially welcome
and we must congratulate Mr. Rose most
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allowed to prowl about 011 Christmas night if I want
to. But you are all so dreadful shy. I met someone
up by the Hospital and just as I was about to speak he
gave a howl aud ran oft". Another man outside here
did the same thing. I wonder why ?"
" Well you were breathing fire,"
remarked tlie
Subaltern reproachfully, holding out liis wrist.
The Dragon apolgised charmingly. " It's so easy
to forget these little courtesies, isn't it ?" he concluded,
conversationally.
" I don't know. I'm not accustomed to breathing
flames," snapped the Major, whose neck and ear were
smarting severely. " What do you want here ?"
" I want to speak to someone in authority," 
returned the Dragon. " I have a complaint to make.
You see Christmas evening is the only time in the year
when I'm allowed to complain. I've been too
infernally lazy up till now."
" What is the complaint ?" asked the Colonel. " I
am more or less in authority here at present."
The Dragon bowed.
" You see," he said " I am naturally lazy. To
begin witli I was merely intended to assist in holding
up the arms of Queen Elizabeth. It was perfectly
simple and just the job for me."
" Afterwards I became your Regimental Badge and
for years now I've been on your colours and your coat
lapels and your uniform hats. I didn't care for
so much change at first, but soon got used to it and
went into many Battles with the Regiment.
" Then you started playing about with my figure.
1 wouldn't like to tell you how often it's been changed
since Elizabeth's day. After Marlborough's campaign
I grew long and thin, due to the long marches we took
(I simply detest movement) and now I am short and
stout again. However, I didn't say anything. It's
all in a day's work."
" Lately I've been made into a beautiful golf trophy
by Sir Arthur LyndenBell, and I'm to be competed
for every year. Where I am now I keep fairly warm
over the fireplace.
But I do draw the line at being
turned into a motorcar mascot. I'm a conservative
I am. I don't hold with golf balls and motor cars and
neither would Queen Elizabeth I feel sure. I tell you
if this sort of thing goes on I shall be seriously annoyed.
You take too many liberties with me."
The Colonel tried to soothe him as it was quite
apparent that he really was upset, and it would never
rlo for the Regimental Dragon to get annoyed.
" Oh come now," persuaded the Colonel tactfully,
" all conservatives play golf and drive cars. You've
been dreaming, Dragon. It's high time you took a look
round. The present King and Queen both drive a car
and thoroughly approve of golf."
The Dragon looked amazed. "Do they really?"
he asked.
Well, that does alter things. Do all
conservatives drive cars ?"
" All of them " declared the Colonel, positively.
" And do they all have Dragon mascots ?"
" Certainly not," replied the Colonel, " it's only
intended for Buffs."
" I see—quite, quite," agreed the Dragon, but it
was very obvious that he would have liked a little more
general distinction.
" I have seen a car outside," he went 011 " a small,
ugly yellow thing, that makes a great deal of noise."
" L.S.D.," remarked the Subaltern, " My car."
" Why do you call it L.S.D. ?" enquired the Dragon.
" Because it goes so fast. My other car was called
L.S.D. too, but that was only because it went
nowhere."
Two spurts of flame
darted out of the Dragon s
mouth.
" Be careful," shouted the Major. " That's the
second time you've burnt me."
The Dragon apologised again. " It's only when
I'm amused," lie said. "I won't do it any more.
Now that car hasn't got u mascot—has it ?"
The Subaltern looked ashamed. " I simply can't
afford one," he said.

those aspiring to promotion should pass certain
tests, and this is one of the months set apart
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" Then ask Father Christmas" suggested the
nhlirriticrlv " thoiiorh T must sav T hate all thi.S
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the officers, tliey chose to submit to, rather than give
such orders as would cause bloodshed, and brought
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for the purpose. We are pleased, therefore,
to be able to report the success of Captain
Albert J. Peareth in recently successfully
surmounting obstacle C. Now he has merely
to trip lightly over D, and wait a little while,
for this final success to be crowned. Of the
result there can be no doubt.
Recently the fascination of that mostJ
tantalizing, and often most irritating of games,
golf has fastened its hold on Bareilly. The
recent rains have turned the hitherto brown
baked maidan into soft aud verdant meadows,
so that even the greatest foozler could scarce
resist the challenge of that cheery old optimist,
Colonel Bogey. Ever}' evening has seen a
crowded links thick with players scantily clad
in shorts and open shirts, bemused caddies
and apparently blind ' agiewallers ' trudging
round between the ' browns.' There have
been
eclectic
and
bogey
and
stroke
competitions running throughout the month
in addition to various team matches. In the
competition for the Bareilly Cup, Mr. Foster
carried off the trophy, whilst Major Hart
partnered Captain Willows in winning the
interunit foursomes from ' Civil A ' by 3 and 2.
The links have recently been greatly improved
by the keen efforts of the Plon. Sec., Captain
Bouverie Brine (late 7th Battalion The Buffs,
now I.A.S.C.). No one can deny that it is an
easy course, allowing plenty of room for wide
shots, but this is all the more flattering to out
play and reduces handicaps to a most
gratifying figure.
As the numbers in the station are slowly
increasing polo, too, is beginning once more
to look more promising. At present about
six chukkers three days a week is the average,
although, alas, four of them are usually% slow,
in name at any rate, if not invariably iii fact.
This, of course, is due to the preponderance of
young semitrained ponies not yet passed off
the square. It is hoped—we trust not
vainly—that in Bareilly week (a week given
up to sport, gaiety and poodlefaking) when
the whole Brigade will be assembled here that
we shall be able to put in a team. There is
plenty of man power, but its the trained horse
flesh that's lacking.
Recently we have been very pleased
to have Major Deedes, M.C., late the Buffs,
staying with us for a few days. Although he
is past the age when most people give up
rugger, he turned out on several occasions to
coach our team and proved of the utmost
assistance, giving many useful tips .and
showing that he was the most active and
knowledgeable member of the team. We hope
that he will come up here again and give us
more of his invaluable advice.

We have recently received from the officers
of the now defunct lst/4th The Buffs
a handsomely bound little volume entitled
' A Diary of the lst/4th The Buffs, 19141919.'
This is a carefully compiled record of this
battalion from 26th July, 1914, when it was
at Longrnoor Camp, Aldershot, for annual
training, until it was finally disembodied on
24th December, 1919. A most interesting
little book which should always be of great
interest to all Buffs, past, present and future,
for it records quite plainly, and without any
heroics, just how a battalion of ' sparetime '
soldiers (and they are the real patriots and
deserving of more praise than any ' Regular '
who soldiers for a living) shoulders the burden
before the war even started and fought
gallantly throughout. Kent should be very
proud of this battalion.
Battalion Hockey Notes.
iuc Battalion Hockey Team have started very well
tins season and we hope to have a sound side to
compete in the various competitions that will be coming
along this winter
Hockey has improved a great deal since our arrival
in India aud there will be great competition for places
in the Battalion Team, although I am sorry that we
shall probably lose three of our best players, who have
helped greatly in our successes for such a long time.
Capt. Willows at centrehalf has played regularly since
he joined the Battalion and has captained the team
all the time, besides being the best centrehalf we have
had since the war. He has always taken such a great
interest in our Hockey Team and has always played
a very strong, forcing game, his passes to the forwards
often enabling them to obtain goals, and we are all
sorry to lose him.
Cpl. Ayliffe, our insideright, is also leaving us.
Besides being our star goalgetter, he has always played
up to form aud has improved greatly in India, aud we
shall find it very difficult to replace him, but we hope
to have Iris. services a little longer before he goes on
the Reserve.
Sgt. Bnrville, our leftback, is due to go to the
Depot at Canterbury. Well they are lucky to get such
a line player for the Depot Team, as lie has come on
splendidly and is very safe and a sure hit. He also is
is one of "our star players and we are very sorry to lose
him. Anyway, the best of luck to all the above
players who are leaving us and I hope they will enjoy
the Hockey in England as much as they have done
here.

Ranikhet, 1887.
Names starting from lefthand top corner of photo
and working round clockwise.
Dt W H. Booth; Capt. H. Blackburn; Dt. C. P.
Lloyd ; Lt. R. E. Philips; Capt. G. A. Porter ; Lt.
A LyndenBell; Capt. A. J. Whitacre Allen; Lt. R.
H D'aeth; Lt. F. D. J. Aunesley; Lt. A. R. Eustace ;
Capt 4 H TyldcnPatteusou; Lt. G. G. Hunter;
Lt and Qr.Mr. J. W. Coombes; Lt. B. R. K. Tarte ;
Lt R Bayard; Maj. N. NewnhamDavis; Capt. G.
V ' Dauglish ; Col. H. T. Halahan; Lt. A. J. Stuart;
Lt. L. G. N. Eales; Capt. D. A. Hamilton; Maj. C.
E Reeves.

Officers 1st Battalion, Ranikhet, 1887.
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RESULTS OF MATCHES.
Buffs v. J at Regt.—Buffs, 1; J at Regt., 1.
Buffs v. Cantonment Team.—Buffs, 4 ; Cantonment
Team, 0.—A very good game. The natives were
very fast in bare feet, but our superior combination
told and our forwards did the trick.
Buffs n. J at Regt.—Buffs, 6; J at Regt., 0. We
turned put our strongest team against our old rivals,
the Jats, and our team played very well together.
Our defence was very sound and managed to keep
out the very fast forwards of the J ats. Our goals
were scored hv C.S.M. Farrow, 3 ; Cpl. Ayliffe, 2 ;
Pte. Edwards, 1.
All our team played well, but we are still
looking for an outsideleft, and have tried Ptes. Holland
and Taylor, who ought to do well with more
experience.
Team : Cpl. Cosliall ; Cpl. Robinson, Sgt. Bnrville ;
Pte. Burt, Capt. Willows, W.O. Carroll ; Bds. Fearon,
L/Cpl. Edwards, C.S.M. Farrow, Cpl. Ayliffe, Pte.
Hollands.
Referees : L/Cpl. Cross ; Cpl. Glazier,
I should like to say that L/Cpl. Cross and Bds. Boot
leave us shortly. L/Cpl. Cross has been our permanent
Referee for over three years, and has always been ready
to turn out at any time, besides being a very efficient
referee at Hockey. He also referees at Football and
umpires at Cricket and will be a great loss to the
Battalion.
Bds. Boot is our late goalkeeper, and owing to
going away, we are trying someone else, but he has
played some fine games for the Battalion for a long
time now, and will be a great acquisition to any team
requiring a firstrate
goalkeeper.
Although we lose Capt. Willows, Sgt. Burville and
Cpl. Ayliffe. we still have Lieut. Fox, Lieut. Williams
and Cpl. Perry, who are at present in the Hills aud are
regular members of the team, so after all we ought to
do very well this season.
_
A.T.F.
Sergeants' IV.ess.
Shooting
and
Cricket
have
played
rather
a prominent part iu the Mess this month. We are
getting a little bit of practice in for the Officers versus
Sergeants annual event.
A challenge was thrown out to the Royal Artillery
aid R.A.B.C. for a Miniature Range Shoot, which
resulted in a win for us, 119 against 49. Needless to
s iv, they require a little more practice. A social
e/eniug followed and its success was mainly due to
Sgt. Riggs of the R.A., who was at the piano. Quite
a number of artists performed, being well supported
by the " Jockeys." Sgts. Horriben, Riggs, Meakin
and our friend " Shoey " from the R.A. gave some very
good turns. We are looking forward to another show
like it, but I expect a good many of us will be on the
" chain " owing to the families arriving from the Hills.
We "shine" slightly at shooting with the Corporals.
There being no Church Parade this Sunday we did the
next best thing. The Sergeants won this Shoot and
taking the percentage the result was as follows :—
Sergeants : 29 9 ; Corporals : 26 4.
The Sergeants gave a silver spoon to the highest
aggregate obtained by a Corporal and the Corporals
presented one to the Sergeant. The winners were
Sgt. McLean and L/Cpl. Mullen.
I
Cricket was the next game and the Corporals not
only beat us, but "ate" us, their score being 119
against our 58.
Our PoliceSergeant always seems to show fine form,
although not exactly a Hobbs. His. style makes up
for all the " ducks " he gets. Several photos have
been taken of his straight bat and crooked wicket.

The social that followed went splendidly ; everyone
sang or paid for not singing. I think this was started
by
certain member of the Mess suggesting SAing
SAayor pay. The rupees collected from the paying
guests was sent to that noble order, the A.O.F.B.
OPEN RANGE SHOOT RESULTS.
An Open Range Shoot was held between the Officers
and Sergeants, Buffs, and The British and Indian
Officers of the J at Regiment.
We were very nicely entertained on the Jats Range
by their officers. The light got a bit " crab
towards
the end, but that is not an excuse for our losing. 1 hey
really have some wonderful shots in their Regiment
amongst the Officers. The final scores were as follows :
Buffs,' 254 ; Jats, 278.
A return match on our ground did not improve us
at all, for we were beaten again, this time more
disastrously : Buffs, 263 ; J ats, 295.
Next year we shall certainly be better, as I am sure
the experience of the climate plays a prominent part.
Our next little affair was Cricket, held on the R.A.S.C.
gromid. An all day match, and I think an all night
one. Here again our P.S. showed style. We cannot
imagine how he cultivates it. It is absolutely the last
word in batting. Several snaps were taken by Sgt.
Goss and we hope to send a few for The Dragon.
The R.A.S.C. entertained us in their Mess, which
finished the day iu good style.
CRICKET.
Sundav, 2nd October. 1927, at 10 a.m., found us once agan al
Cricket against our Pal?., the R.A.S.C. Evidently our Skipper won the
toss as for a chance we went in first, MacLean and Deqms, our opt MB
pair, were soon twisting the ball, the latter bmnepflewi by pairworth
who showed great style around the wicket Of our sklPl1cpr' ulu"J®
the word ! Like Waxy, he went ducking in this match. After batting
for roughly an hour we were all out so we decided to give our pate a
chance to show form. Here Dennis and MacLean gave us a treat,
both were bowling fine, the latter cleanbowled Capt
with a beautiful shot. He also took Mr. Scarborough for a trip tenapt
ing him to play on . the remaining wickets also fell cheap, but not
before Tiffin. Five wickets fell by 12 noon when somebody shouted
time, so off we trotted to the R.A.S.C. Mess. Resuming play a.3.45
p.m., our bowlers seemed offcolour a bit so our Skipper ga ve u. a treat,
or else them, by bowling, hut slow but sure their wickets fdl. (b ee
again we took the bats and pads, tins time beating our P^'ous score
by 5, so we declared for 8 wickets. Putting our Pals in once again our
Skipper relieved the wicketkeeper, but alas ! once again we took the
" Can " back besides tlie cricket gear.
R.A.S.C.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
S'Sgt. Harrold, 1. Dennis
2 Sgt. Ca.der, 1. Papvvorth
32
Sgt. Stanley, b MacLean
1 Capt
retired
18
Mr. Scarborough, b MacLean . 16 Sgt. Rvs, retired
.......
—
Capt.
, 1. MncLean ...
3 Mr. Scarborough, retired
Sgt. Leys, c Meakin, b Dennis
3
C.S.M. Smith, b MacLean
1
Sgt. liravbrooke, ct, b Beasley
3 .
Sgt. Bradley, not out
3 f did not bat.
Sgt. Thomson, b MacLean
12
Sgt. Adams, b MacLean
0
Sgt. Curtis
3
7
9
Byes
,
ID*3
'
_
Total

56

Total

83

BOWLING.
2 for 18
7 for 14
Dennis
MacLean
THE MESS.
First Innings.
Second Innings,
Sgt. Dennis, b Capt
7 b Scarborough
Sgt. Mad,can, b Capt.
12 b Scarborough
9 b Scarborough
8
Sgt. Papworth, b Capt.
3 not out
24
Sgt. Cox, b C.S.M. Smith
12
7
b
Scarborough
Sgt. Sharpe, b Capt.
C.S.M.Bcaslev.c Scarborough,
.
,
9
0
h Smith
1) Scarborough
..
f
Sgt. Meakin, ii Scarborough.... 10 b Capt.
c Scarborough
)
Sgt. Blake, b Scarborough.......
0 not out
Sgt. Chambers, c & b Lys..'.....
21
Sgt. Goss, not out
2 1did not bat.
Sgt. Willing, b Scarborough ....
0.)
Byes..
3
LegByes
1
NoBalls
Total
62
61
Total

THE DRAGON
REVOLVER MATCH RESULTS.
Again we were asked to try our mettle with the
Jats. This time it was Revolvers. I think we are
a little better with our smaller friend. This time we
won.
Buffs.
Major J. Crookenden
Capt. Tuke
Capt. Wilson
I,t. Coates ...
...
I.t. A. J. D. Rose
R.S.M. Martin
C.S.M. Fairow
C.Q.S.M. Beasley

RESULT.
Score.
Jats.
41 Major Leckey...
...
36 Major Raynor
50 Capt. Fife
... 42 Suo. Hassain Khan.
64 Jem. Jalludin
38 Suo. Kishen Lai
44 Ten Gharsi
...
...
42 S.M. Margie Kam
...

Total ... 357

Total

Score.
49
28
45
... 50
36
41
... 26
32
...

307

If I have misspelt any names in the Jats column
I hope I shall be excused, as it is one thing talking
Hindustani and another writing it.
Next month's notes may be more interesting, as
we shall have the ladies back with us, A concert part}'
is. being organized and I hear that certain married
ladies are to perform. I am really very anxious to
start myself, for I believe I do a double turn with one
of the " better halves."
Congratulations to Mrs. Sal. Curtis and Sal on the
increase.
W.H.B.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
is P. trying to outdo Tom Mix up the Bumps ?
How did C.C.C.C. enjoy his stay with the Ghurka Off. and can we
all do the same ?
How did Boot manage three and were they seen ?
How many members will be on tlie chain when these Notes appear ?
Is it a crime to run when fielding ?
Who got laid out in state at the R.A.S.C. match ?
W.H.B.

" C " Company.
" If I seem strange or my actions seem queer,
If I look like a wandering J ew never fear ;
Just pass me by quietly, and say its the beer
And the life that one gets in Bareilly."
Dear readers, I fear that you must excuse me, or
perhaps to use a better phrase, sympathise with me
this month.
I have noticed that the last month
or so our Company notes have had pride of place,
thanks to our Editor, but unfortunately we must take
a back seat this month, as these notes are being written
by our correspondent, during a temporary suspense
in wriggling with the Exponental Theorem, and "must
of necessity, be brief.
We have had a few changes during the month, one
of the pleasantest being the return of our " Skipper "
from the Antipodes. He floated
in one morning in
his usual breezy and cheerful manner, accompanied
by some mysterious looking boxes. I among others,
thought they might contain kangaroos or Australian
T.O.E.T. cards, but it turned out afterwards that he
had remembered his Company, and that they contained
luscious oranges, which he immediately commenced to
distribute among the Company and the Married
Quarters. I am pleased to say no one got the " pip,"
and I tremble to think of the monev the Captain would
have made if his bet had materialised. Still one and all
thank him, and are very pleased to see him back.
Lieut. Rose has disappeared, some say for an exam,
whilst others have it that he is merely recuperating in
the Hills. In any case our thoughts are with him, and
we wish him the best.
Lieut. Walters has gone into Hospital, worse luck.
We have endeavoured to find out what with, but up
to the present our results have been rather conflicting.
Some say he sustained injuries to his knee whilst at
Rugby and that these have turned to bloodpoisoning,
whilst one of the native bearers told me that it is a rash
sustained whilst kneeling on one of those little
rectangular mats every evening. Well, that is how
I translated it. I hope I may be corrected if there is
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a doubt. In any ease we all sympathise with him, and
hope very much that he will soon get better and be
among us again on his little bicycle.
Everybody nowadays is talking about schemes,
drill books (surreptitiously) and manuals, because we
are due to commence our Company Training. We
have already had a fortnight's individual training,
during which the Company was struck off as many
duties as possible. Robbo said he did not understand
why they had individual training, as he had done
guards for quite a long time now. That kind of thing
is alright for people like Ayliffe and Hughes, who have
been scrounging on a Vocational Course for about six
months. It rained all day when they went on guard.
I saw the C.Q.M.S. all wreathed iii smiles this
morning and was pondering over what could have
pleased him. On my way back I met the C.S.M., who
has just returned from Ranikhet with the remainder
of the Company, who could not stick the heat down
here, and I realised that this must be the cause of
" Tubby's " mirth. We welcome them all ; there is
plenty to do down here, and we want a cricket and
rugby team. What about it, Mabbitt ?
We have had plenty of sport during the month, the
favourite being I think, Cricket.
First of all I should like to congratulate No. 10
Platoon on behalf of the Company, on again winning
the InterPlatoon Hockey Cup, the second this season.
So if any Company wishes to take the matter up, which
appeared in The Dragon a few mouths ago, would they
please add one more cup, the one mentioned above.
Tlie Final took place between No. 10 Platoon and
the Attached Section. Cpl. Glazier and Pte. Fearon
were the Referees. The game was fast and of a very
good standard. The Attached Section were not so
strong as they had been in previous matches, and No.
10 Platoon had the best of tlie game. At half time
there was no score, although No. 10 were awarded
many ' Penalty Corners.' At the beginning of the
second half, Ayliffe scored from a Penalty Corner, but
was penalised for " sticks." During a scrimmage in
front of goal, Bowman managed to push the ball into
the net, scoring the only goal of the match. Every
one of the team played exceptionally well, especially
Ayliffe, who was outstanding. More credit is due to
them as they played without the C.S.M. and Mount,
two of our Company players.
We have had very little Rugby, except those who
played for " The Rest " against "A" Company, as the
ground has been rather hard. Still, we look forward
to some more when the rain comes. By the way, some
people still think it is dangerous, and consequently do
not turn out, when perhaps they would make really
good players with practice. This game is dangerous
until you plav it, when it ceases to be.
We have had one or two games of cricket this
month, our first being with "B" Company. "B" went
in first and were able to make only 15 runs. Ayliffe
and Burt, our bowlers, kept their length fairly well,
and the fielding was excellent, no less than six batsmen
succumbing to catches. Burt took 5 wickets for 2
rims and Ayliffe 4 for 11. We then went in, and were
6 wickets down before we passed their total, all being
out for 42. Plover, one of our new players, got top
score with 15.
Our next match was with Saada Bazar. We were
told that they had never been beaten before. We
were in a very good position at 6.30 p.m., when the
light failed and stumps were drawn. We obtained
126 and they were 30 for 7. Glazier and Stocker
opened the innings and when we reached 72 they both
retired. Robinson got next best, with 16 and Ayliffe,
15. We played them a return, and this time we were
not so fortunate, for we only made 54, of which Glazier
made 25 not out. When stumps were drawn, the
Bazar had made 60 for 8 wickets. This was our second
defeat of the season. Glazier took 5 wickets for 25 and
Burt*3 for 32.
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Our next inatcli was a very close thing, and it was
our own fault that we did not win. J ordan was in with
Glazier the 9th wicket, and they attempted a run
which was much too short, aud Jordan was run out.
Nevertheless we only lost by 7 runs. "A" knocked
first, and put up a total of 77, McLean getting 31 of
them. Glazier bowled well, taking 8 wickets for 23
runs. We then went in, but just failed to reach tlieir
total by 7. Burt made 21, and Glazier 19 not out, our
two top scores.
We played our old friends, H.Q. Wing, the
next match, and won by 28 runs. They won the toss
aud elected to bat first.
No one stayed long and they
were all out for 31, Glazier taking 6 wickets for 14 and
Burt 4 for 16. We then went in and if it had not been
for Glazier and Harden, goodness knows what we would
have done. We were '3 for 48 and all out for 59.
Glazier made 37 not out. This is tlie fourth
consecutive game he has been undefeated ; and Barden
made 11.
Q.E.D.

No. 3 Group (O. & S.) H.Q. Wing.
Hello, Mr. Editor, here I am at long last, sifter having had a rather
gruelling time this last week or two. I am writing these few lines in
tlie hopes of getting some peace, as tlie LUNATICS have been after my
blood for not writing before. Well, now to cut the cackle and get to
the hoss'es. The Group at present have been enjoying a few wins at
Soccer, although we must admit we have not met a really stiff
opposition since our last match with the 5tli Battery R.A. Staff Eleven,
but wc are looking forward with all confidence to our next meeting
with that redoubtable team. Oh ! I knew there was something that
I had forgotten. Our wellknown Company Runner, WILLIE I.angdon,
has gone oil a few weeks' leave to I.ueknow to recuperate, in company
with" dear DRUG. We wish them ail the best of luck and a pleasant
time. Well, I must ringoff as the Editor may not have enough space
for us this journey, but 1 hope that he will reserve us a little more in
liis next issue.
POLLY, JNU.

THINGS WE HAVE BROUGHT TO LIGHT.
Who are tlie Group Songsters ? and can Davis tell us ?
And do they sing BIIIY'S Favourites ?
Who was it thought lie was Buclian, Junior? Did lie score?
And did he take it for GRANT(ed). ?
Who owns tlie SIMLA feet ? and what are they SIML\ to ? Ask
The GROUP.
POLLY, JNR.

Machine Gun Platoon.

Signal Section.

Training lias progressed merrily during tlie past month, work has
been the order of tlie day (and " pillow drill " the order of the night),
with tlie prospect of manoeuvres soon to be, with a composite Battalion
at Almora, we have been busily engaged in " tuning up " in readiness
for that occasion.
With tlie aid of such interesting periodicals as are issued for our
perusal and instruction, and tlie application of much persuasion and
patience by our instructors, we are now "fully primed" and ready
for anything : our efforts have undoubtedly met with all due success,
and all is ready for the " fray."
The Detachment of "C" Company plus " details " and a few of our
own " gunners " have departed for Bareilly leaving us in sole possession,
and with tlie prospect of a week to spend here by ourselves, during
which we shall undoubtedly miss their company and hope tiiey will
establish themselves comfortably oil tlie plains.
In a few days, however, we shall "evacuate" ourselves and con
centrate our minds on "footing it" for twenty miles to Hamalbagh
in readiness for some more extensive " tactics," we look forward to a
good time during our short stay there and a safe return to Bareilly
again.
There, on November 2nd. we anticipate some much more pleasant
"activities" in connection with our Annual gathering of " Past and
Present gunners" for the purpose of dealing with a Dinner of large
dimensions followed by an equally enjoyable concert.
If our
realizations equal our anticipations, there will be great joy m our
hearts and a great fullness lower down.
In the sports field our activities have, however, not been very
extensive, with the exception of a few cricket matches.
Our Detachment team, meeting "A" Company, " The Royal Berks."
received their K.o. in the first round for tlie Championship, losing the
match by 119 runs, It was very noticeable that they were decidedly
" offform," some catches that would have made a great alteration in
their opponents' score, being dropped and " The Berks.", given a new
lease of life, left us witli i 50 runs to win.
The Royal Corps of Signals have since won the Championship,
with a team that our Detachment had previously beaten three times
in succession in " friendly" matches.
Our Platoon cricketers have enjoyed two friendly matches witli
"C" Company's Detachment team which have resulted in a victory
for both teams. At Bareilly we hope to have an opportunity to play
a third game to " settle the odds."
In consequence of our recent successes with the willow, gloves and
the leather, we are optimistic enough to anticipate a fair measure of
success in the coining " Harris Shield " events.
LANCENAIK.

Buzz.! Buzz ! ! Buzz !!!
Hello ! Who is calling now ? The Dragon Office, Eh ! Well,
hold the line and get your pen well filled.
Are you ready ? Riglito !
get going.
This month has been a very busy one for all concerned with tlie
section and no one will be sorry when classification is over once more
so that we can settle down to daily schemes that will enable us to get
into perfect working order for tlie manoeuvres that it is rumoured arc
to take place in the near future.
Our R.S.O. is still in the O.C.'s chair, but will be relieved shortly,
as a portion of Headquarters are due down from tlie Hills. We are also
glad to say that Pte. Hammond will be with them after his prolonged
stay at Ranikhet, as we are at present very weak as regards sport
owing to injuries to some of our players.
On the sports field we have had several excellent games. Hockey
being our most favoured game, came out on top of tlie bill, but according
to the results we are a little in the shade. Here arc a few notes on the
games in brief :—
v. No. 1(1 Platoon iu the InterPlatoon KnockOut (SemiFinal).—
Tlie game was fast throughout and I think the best we have had for a
long time.
The game was won by No. 10 Platoon and credit must be given to
Cpl. Ayliffe on the way lie led liis team. We hope for better luck next
time.
v. "A" COMPANY.—Another fine game with bags of fine runs along
the line, but tlie defence of both teams prevailed although hardpressed.
v. R.A.—We had a weakened team in this game, but all played well.
Credit is given to I'ord in goal who played a good safe game and was
not in sight when the goals were scored.
Football has been in the background. We have only had two
games, winning one and losing tlie other.
In one of these games we were very unfortunate owing to Ptes.
Baker aud Dixon meeting with a mad dog which had suddenly arrived
from behind tlie hospital aud began biting players who happened to
be near it.
After a while it was chased away and the game was
resumed with a depleted team.
Some of the section have taken to tennis and some fine games have
been witnessed on our own court which was made by Langdon and his
merry band of workers.
Well, my throat is very dry and I can hear that call of CHAR SO
will ringoff*till next month.
WINGY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

What is tlie connection between a " musician " and ammunition ?
Could Brabon enlighten us at all ?
How long has " Balaklava " been a battle honour ?
Ask No. 3 Team and hear the latest comments thereon.
Could No. 2 Team have selected a more suitable battle honour than
" Jerusalem " ?
Undoubtedly it suits.
Who is saving " Scissor Packets." and where does he discover them
most thickly distributed ?
When are the " enemy " visible, yet unseen ?
And who could supply the solution to that problem ?
Would tlie application of a little luminous paint on false teeth save
borrowing the
Nape's" lamp ?
Ask our local P.T. enthusiast ?
How mnnv " courses" are there in a fourcourse dinner ?
Could our'latest " visitor " from Choubattia enlighten us ?
How many " Room Orderlies " has " Ruller " done ?

SPORTS RESULTS.
FOOTBALL.
Signals v. Ward Boys
Signals v. Ward Boys
...
...
...
Signals v. No. 10 Platoon (InterPlatoon)
(SemiFinal)

Won
Lost
Lost

Goals.

4—2
4—2
2—1

HOCKEY.
Signals v. "A" Company
Signals v. R.A. 2nd XI. ...
Signals v. Attached Section

...

...

Drew 0—0
Lost 3 2
Drew 0—0

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is champion strapper ?
Does " Rags " get a look in ?
When does " Tim's " boat arrive ?
Or are they still planting tlie seeds ?
Will Joe ever make a Tilden ?
Is Tangy really going to transfer ?
And will it be"to the " Ghats " ?
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ADNESS

lias

2nd
tinged

past month, sadness at the
untimely death of Lieut.
W. D. Knatchbull and
sadness at the departure
from tlie Regiment of our
Commanding Officer. In a
short farewell speech to the
Battalion, Colonel Lucas
said that he intends to
settle in this neighbourhood
so we feel that we shall
not lose sight of him and
Mrs. Lucas. The best of
wishes of the whole Batta
alion go with them.
We have lost our next door neighbours
and very good friends, the 2nd Battalion, The
Dorsetshire Regiment, who have soon to join
the Army of the Rhine ; the best of good luck
to them. Their successors, the 1st Battalion,
The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry, arrive
from the Channel Islands this week. We
extend a hearty welcome to them.
Life has been eventful just lately and the
Battalion as a whole has been very busy. The
annual week's digging is over, much to every
one's relief and we are now back to weapon
training, section leaders' courses and education
as the main affairs of life. The frost
fortunately, did not interfere with sport in
any way aud the football team has been
having a busy time, as will be seen from the
separate account of matches played. The
first of a series of intercompany crosscountry
runs was held on November 14th, "D"
Company being the winners on the aggregate.
2/Lieut. Parry, who came home first by a good
hundred yards was the individual winner and
deserves congratulation on a very fine
performance.
The Novices had bad luck to lose by one
light in their contest against the R.A.S.C,
Training College. The boxing was of a very
high order in a tournament of this class and
the team came out, in spite of their defeat,
with colours flying.
We should not be
surprised to see the R.A.S.C. Training College
as the ultimate winners.
Hunting is in full swing now ; we are very
fortunate in being able to have halfadozen
horses from the 11th Hussars stabled at the
Queen's Hotel next door, a much more
satisfactory arrangement than last year, when
the hired horses had to be kept so far away.
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Battalion.
About a dozen officers are hunting this year
and odds are already being laid on the winner
of the Regimental Race !
Christmas will be on us by tlie time these
notes are published and we will close them by
wishing all readers of The Dragon and all
Buffs, past and present, a merry Christmas
and a very happy New Year.
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL.
I am sorry to have to say this month that once
again the Army Cnp has eluded us, as we were beaten
by 2/East Yorks. Regt. by 3—1 iu the first round.
Luck was again against us iu this allimportant game
as we could not raise a full team.
We have, however, had excellent results in the
League, both Senior aud Junior.
Another pleasing feature is the good attendance of
supporters who vocally have helped enormously.
ARMY CUP 1ST' V. 2/EAST YORKS. REGT.
Lost, 3—l. A game played at full pressure the
whole of 90 minutes and free from all irregularities.
Either team might have won and we now hope the
East Yorks. lift the Cup. Good luck to them.
A.C. SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND K.R.R.C.
Won, !—0. W'e were beaten rather badly twice
last year in the same League so it is very pleasing to
report above result. Our team played as a team,
but had the shooting been a bit better, more goals
must have been scored.
AI,DERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2/NORFOLI<
REGIMENT.
Won, 4—3. Again it is very pleasing to report the
result as our friends, the Norfolks. trounced us twice
last year.
We were leading 4—1 at the interval and had our
work cut out to keep out the Norfolks. It was a clean,
wellfought game.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE V. 3RD LIGHT
BRIGADE, R.A. Won 7—0.
Although the score was rather largely in our favour
the game was a good one. On this day's play
our team would have beaten anyone. The R.A. put
up a stout resistance, their leftback being an out
standing obstacle to our very quick forwards. The
team as a whole must be congratulated ; they have
played football in its truest sense.
Played 4, won 4, goals for, 15, against, 5, in their
League effort so far. May they continue to do as well.
FRIENDLY V. MORRTS MOTOR WORKS, OXFORD.
Won, 5—2. This match was arranged when the
Battalion were at Ileadiugton on manoeuvres. It was
a jolly good game and was thoroughly enjoyed by a
large crowd of spectators.
A return match was
arranged to take place at Oxford later in tlife year.
The Sergeants' Mess very kindly entertained the
team after the match and a splendid evening was spent
by all.
R.S.M. Vaughan did a great deal towards cementing
a friendship that will last for a great many years.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND JUNIOR LEAGUE v. 2ND BN.
TANK CORPS.
Won, 5—3. This was a good start for the Junior
team and some of the players are knocking at the door
of the first team, and as a matter of fact a couple of
them have been promoted and have done well.
FRIENDLY V. FARNBORO.
Draw, 3—3. This was a splendid effort on the
part of the J uniors as Farnboro are a Senior
Aldershot League team.
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Sergeants' Mess.
Once again we appear on tlie scene and fill a little
more space in The Dragon.
I have returned with many others from leave and
again write a few notes, which, however, I am indebted
to our friend " Kostr " for, who kindly couseuted to
compile the notes.
While I have been away some of our worthy
members have been putting their heads together, and
the result is a beautiful draw for the Annual Billiard
Tournament. From what I can gather, the handi
capping is as near to the mark as possible, and I know
that it is a very hard thing to get the handicaps
anywhere uear to' making the play more level than if
we all started at " Scratch." We are now well under
way with the Tournament, but naturally there are
a few who have not yet played off their first games.
But all who are still left in are " sweating " on the
top liue as to whether they will come through the next
round safely. Apropos of billiards, we shall soon be
commencing our "A" League games in the Aldershot
Command, and I sincerely hope that I shall have the
pleasure of reporting a few wins in the next issue.
On Friday evening, the 28th October, we held a
Whist Drive aud Dauce iu the Mess, aud, as usual,
evervone appeared to enjoy themselves. Now that
Sergeant Diamond and the baud are back from furlough
we will without a doubt have much better music than
we did on our last drive, as although StaffSergeant
Parton nobly came to the rescue aud provided us with
our music, a piano is not so good after all as an
orchestra at a dauce. However, we are very grateful
to " Tiffy " Partou for his assistance.
The prize winners at this Drive were as follows :—
1st Prize, Ladies
Mrs. Shoobridge.
2nd Prize, Ladies
Mrs. Sidwell.
1st Prize, Gents
C.S.M. Nichols (A.P.T.S.)
2nd Prize, Gents
Mr. Frowd.
Sweepstake prizes were as follows :—
Highest Score, 1st half
O.R.Q.M.S. Ricketts.
2nd Highest Score, 1st half
Mrs. Aylesbury.
Highest Score, 2nd half
Mrs. Shoobridge.
2nd Highest Score, 2nd half....Sgt. Beal.
We offer our congratulations to Sergeant Sidwell on
gaining a " D " at Netheravon on the Machine Gun
Course.
The first course in Cachou making assembles very
shortly. The Brand to be manufactures of Cachou
S.M. Mark I. Sergeants Barrell and Dowse, Sgt.Dmr.
O'Dcll and Bandmaster Hewitt have been detailed to
attend. We sincerely hope they are awarded " D's "
(not red oues) at the end of the course.
During our last Mess Meeting we were graciously
pleased to vote to Sergeant " Micky " the large sum
of 5d. (fivepeuce only) which had been charged against
him ou his Mess Bill for a brokeu cup. His explanation
was that he weut to lift the cup to get a driuk
of WATER, with the result that the cup was so
frightened that it refused to leave the table, but as the
handle of it was firmly grasped in Mick's hand, the
cup and handle speedily parted company ! At the
same meeting we were treated to an amusing lecture
on " How to BEND knives STRAIGHT " by our worthy
Master Cook. It was wonderful to listen to, and we
think that our Master Cook has missed his vocation.
In other words, he should be a Member of Parliament.
We very much regret to record the death through
a motor accident of Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull.
We also regret having to record that we have now
lost Colonel Lucas, who has retired after having
commanded the Battalion for just over 12 months,
and we wish both him and Mrs. Lucas the very best of
luck in their future life, and hope to sec them again.
We have uo more news this mouth, but as usual,
we hope to do better next mouth. Cheerio, everyone,
Sergeants' Mess station uow closing dowu.
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

" A " Company.
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS.
We wish all Buffs, Past aud Present, whether at
home or abroad, a bright and merry Christmas, with
plenty of " good cheer " and for the New Year, health,
wealth and prosperity.
DIGGING ! Yes ! at the time of writing we (the
Battalion) are digging. Diggiug earth in the vicinity
of Rushmoor Area aud Ash Ranges. This is,
apparently an annual task in the Aldershot Command,
every Battalion having to go at it for a week. So far
so good, but digging does not finish
with the work
carried out in tlie above mentioned localities. In my
rambles round and about Aldershot I have seen
recently many other sorts of digging. For instance,
there was one individual " digging " into somebody
else's dinner tlie other day. Then there was the
Orderly Sergeant digging into the Coy. Roll to
try and find a few more men who were not there. But
the saddest of the whole lot is to see those about to go
on their annual leave digging into all sorts of places,
nooks, corners, boxes, and CREDITS ! ! to try and find
that little bit extra to carry them on their way,
rejoicing.
Digging ! What a lot can be squeezed into (and
out of")' that word. The only thing that one so seldom
digs up is that which can be called good. Dig up the
past, rake over the present, and turn over the future
(in one's mind) and you'll still be digging.
Now, to dig up the past. What's happened during
the past month ? Sgt. Emery returned from his course
at Hytlie, having qualified 1st class at the Small Arms
School (congratulations). Lieut. C. Haggard has also
returned from Hytlie (and gone on leave). We do not
know yet how he got on, but hope its a " D."
Cpl. Saunders has left us to join the M.G. Platoon
and Cpl. Allen has gone to the Depot. We wish them
both the best of luck in their new spheres.
We welcome from the Depot L/Cpl. A. Smith, who
has been posted to No. 1 Platoon. Pte. Webb has
departed this Army and joined another iu civilian life.
We hope he does not join the Army of Unemployed.
Pte. Mannificld has taken his discharge by purchase.
Cpl. Adams, Ptes. Sparkes, Wardle and Ford have
gone on a transport course. Cpl. Johnson is under
going a course of musclestretching, and Pte. Stevens
has gone on a Cookery Course.
As regards sport, we have not managed quite so
much as last month for various reasons, but such as
we have had has been rather interesting. Against
"C" Coy. we turned out an experimental hockey team
and after quite a good game we lost, 2—1. As regards
football, we have been singularly unfortunate in not
yet being able to turn out a full team ; when I say full
team, I mean our best team. The results of matches
played are as follows :—
"A" Coy. 2/Buffs v. "A" Coy. 2/Norfolks.
Lost, 5—0.
"A" Coy., 2/Buffs v. Employed, H.Q. Wing.
Won, 5—3.
"A" Coy., 2/Buffs v. "B" Coy., 2/Buffs.
Lost, 10—0.
Results to date :—
Played 9 ; won 3 ; lost 6.
To " rake over the present." There is really very
little of outstanding interest. Two Companies arc
undergoing their annual individual training, which
means that the other two Companies have, as far as
possible, to relieve tlie employed of the former, and
therefore leaves but a few for duty in the latter.
Section Leader Classes are also in full swing, and we
hope to unearth a few more poteutial N.C.O.'s from
amongst the selected Privates attending the classes.
In " turning over the future." the outstanding
forthcoming event is Christmas; hut this, I think
we can well afford to leave until next month.
OLD TAWNEY.
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Corporals' Mess.
After a month of comparative idleness most of us have returned
to the more mindoccupving pastime of soldiering. I hope those of us
who have been on leave are not looking to this article to regain their
touch as the author too, lias just rejoined from a course of blanket
creasing. I need not say how sorry we are to lose our Commanding
Officer on iiis retirement and hope to see plenty of him in the future.
Congratulations to Cpl. Salsbury on liis recent promotion aud also
to the recently appointed LanceCorporals whose names I am unable to
remember. Still, they are all welcome just the same and we hope they
will be happy.
Those of us who have not yet been 011 leave have just completed
an Instructors' Course in Weapon Training and are sweating on our
luck in obtaining a decent position in the order of merit.
Nothing in the way of entertainments has been held lately, but we
are holding a Smoking Concert on the 18th to welcome our neighbours,
the D.C.L.L We hope to get our monthly dance this month, too.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who is Lobby Lud ?
How much is learnt in tlie Corporals' Room Sunday School ?

Machine Gun Platoon.
There seems but very few events to record this month owing to the
Platoon having been 011 its annual furlough.
We have completed tlie annual turnover and are very sorry to have
lost some very good N.C.O.'s and Men, but we trust that our new talent
will turn out to be even better, if possible, and try and show the other
M.G. units that we are " it."
Congratulations to Sgt. Sidwell on tlie "D" he obtained at Netlier
avon, and we trust that Lieut. Knocker and Sgt. Wright will also return
with one, from the course they are now attending.
We wish Capt. Morgan the best of luck also during tlie part of tlie
course lie is attending at Netheravon, preparatory to taking over
B.M.G.O.
We are glad to see Mr. Bruce back out of hospital and looking none
the worse for his spill.
L/Cpl. Crane has gone to Woolwich to learn the art of rangetaking,
so we shall look to him to train our rangetakers efficiently.
The personnel of the platoon having been 011 leave, sport has been
at a standstill, one game of football only having been played, vis. :
the Old Hands versus tlie Young Hands, resulting in a win for the
young 'tins by 31.
We hope next month to have much more to relate.
GUNNER I.

The Signallers.

Hello all ! Signallers calling. Cheerio all! We are just settlidg
down after a month of "civvy life" and have been presented with a
number of " young hands " to whom we offer a sincere welcome. We
hope to see them all classify at the next classification test. The " old
hands " have had a spell of " manual labour," digging, but 110 one has
moaned because it is over. Some of tliem will be going abroad in the
near future, and they have our best wishes (and sympathy).
Well, manoeuvres have been over quite a while, but are not
forgotten, as the young hand showed who, when asked what an im
passable swamp was, answered, " Headington Camp."
We played a football match against the " Drums," the result being
a goalless draw and that with a Scratch team out. A volume not being
permitted, we will have to " switch off" till next month.
FLAGS.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who will subscribe for a wireless set to go with our newlyacquired
loudspeaker ?
Will it (the loud speaker) ever suffer from lockjaw ? (Ask Taylor).
Will Cobb ever return from India ? (Ask Hall).

Regimental Employed.

I am afraid these notes will have to be brief this month owing to
a great lack of news. There have been two outstanding events during
the past month—the very sad death of one of our most popular Officers,
Lieut. W. D. KuatchbuU, who was killed in a motor accident 011 the
31st October—and the retirement of our Commanding Officer, Lieut.
Colonel L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C.
The Regimental Employed Soccer Team is going great guns, having
played four matches, won three and lost one, victims being such sturdy
opponents as The Drums and " Roughboro," a local civilian team.
We have been strengthened by the return from furlough of that great
player, " Our Syd " and so we look for even better results in future.
" George," who, as published iu last month's issue, was acquired at a
record fee, luis been unable to turn out up to the present owing to
" doughey " feeling, but when lie does manage it, well, nuff said.
I am only halfway down the page so far, but by tlie look of things
I am not going to get much farther, for there is really nothing very
startling happened at the present time, but stay, there is. Yes and
then some.
Only this morning " Scottie " has been warned for that wellknown
Army Game, " Annual AV.T." : y'know the game no doubt, where
you have toy bullets, put them in the magazine and then see how
quick you can get them out again. The one who wins sets a cigar or
cigarettes, but not this week.
Yes, the old year's training has finished and we are away 011 the new
and before we know where we are we shall be writing of manoeuvres.
Roll on. As that wellknown soldier, Joe Lee, said (when he found lie
had signed on for seven and was under the impression that lie was 011
for three and nine) " time flies." I don't think.

Some of us arc iu the " Signallers' " room, the employed having
been split up for "convenience" sake, and the other night we were
kept awake half the night trying to find the answer to the following
conundrum. L/Cpl. Bentley 'is willing to pay liis next year's pay for
a sensible answer. Here it is, but take it from 111c, there are uo prizes
offered, but all attempts will be greatly appreciated by the above
named N.C.O. as they say in those " K oblique stroke " memos that are
issued from Orderly" Room. " A man had a shilling, only a shilling,
lie went into a shop and bought a sixpenny drum and two three penny
drumsticks. He came out and got 011 a 'bus, lie had gone about two
hundred yards wlieu he got thrown off. Why did he get thrown off ? "
Believe me kids, it is sure SOME conundrum.
Well, readers, here's to a BRIGHT AND HAPPY CHRISTMAS, and a
" WET " New Year and mav all vour thirsts be unlimited.
" ECARB."

" B " Company.
This is a good start—What ? " Outside for digging !!" Phew—
I thought I was in the Army, not the Navy ? (Navvy). But still,
personally, f think it a good start for the boys returning from their
annual.
This is a verv cold month, consequently someone has suggested a
few days' musketry and a casual R.S.M.'s parade occupies one's time in
cleaning up. (I wonder ?)
I should be delighted to meet " Old Tawney," the bookie, when we
meet "A" in the next football match ; perhaps I should make a few
shillings ? In fact, it is quite obvious.
f should never advise anyone to retire from running at the age of
24, in fact, it is the time to commence.
There was a crosscountrv run 011 the 14th. Apparently we are not
very brilliant at this sport ; however, I think we have a few dark
horses somewhere.
Ramsgate appears to rear runners and if our star sprinter had not
walked so much of t'.ie distance he would have been the first man home.
Was this DingDong ?
We had a stroke of bad luck in our friendly fixture with the R.A.F. ;
however, it was a dingdong battle with plenty of goals attached to it.
I think I have taken up the space allotted, so cheerio until the New
Year.
AVINGER.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Did Snowball really earn £3 12s. Od. a week in civvie street and
was he worth it ? ? ? ?
Is T.T. sweating on his pay or the Section Leaders Course as he
knows quite a great deal ?
Allien is the Bear going to tlie Depot ?
WINGER.

" C " Company.
This month has not been one to look back upon as a happy memory.
It was with the greatest regret that we heard of the sad death of
Lieut. AA". D. Knatclibull, who was 011c of the most popular officers In
the Battalion.
Further, during the past fortnight, we have had to say goodbye
to our Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel L AY. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C.,
who has now left the service. No doubt, a fuller account will
be contributed bv the Battalion scribe.
In the Companv time has passed very quietly and not much sport
has been indulged "in. The majority of the N.C.O.'s have been on a
Weapon Training Course, learning some " stuff."
AVe have lost Lieut. A. A. J. N. FcarnsifleSpeed, who has gone, we
understand, to Africa. AAre wish him the best of luck in the " hot
countrv." In tlie place of Mr. Speed, we now have 2/Lieut. H. P.
AVilliams, who is keenly interested in sport. AAre extend to him a very
hearty welcome.
, ,,,
. . . .
Also we are glad to see Cpl. Riley come back to the fold out of the
clutches' of "H.Q. AVing," who have held liim for some considerable
time. Unfortunately we have had to send some good men to "H.Q."
for service with the Gunners and Signallers. Another casualty is Pte.
Hall who has journcved to the " home of rest "—The Depot.
Our usual correspondent (Sparrow), who is still away on his muscle
busting course, has been promoted to Corporal. AAre offer our con
gratulations.
,
.
L/Cpl. Trinkwon is away 011 a Refereemg and Judging Course and
L/Cpl. Holland on a P.T. Course.
There is a great deal of talk about the big boat. A\ e understand
that Cpl. Farrell is a likely passenger. AVe shall be very sorry to lose
Of course everyone is looking forward to leave which commences
during December.' AA'e hope they all have a good time.
AVe take this opportunity of wishing all readers A MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a HAPPY NEW YEAR.
ELDEVRE.

" D " Company.
Hello, Everybody ! Here we are again, all merry and bright
and looking forward "to an enjoyable Christmas holiday.
The companv has suffered a great loss owing to the death of Lieut.
AY D Knatclibull and we offer our greatest sympathy to liis parents
and relations. Tt came as a great shock to us, as lie was liked by every
one in the companv. He was a good allround sportsman and wall be
missed greatly in tlie Battalion and Company Hockey Teams.
Now that" the remainder of the " Erbs" have returned from
furlough we are about to commence AA'eapon Training. (Come on,
.—
' Long
T ....T N™>.I
me lucky lads—"
point   " Short point," " Jab."
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record of Depot events
we must offer the
sympathy of all ranks
at the Depot to the
father, brother and
many friends of Mr.
W. D.
Knatchbull,
whose tragic death in
a motoring accident
whilst serving with the
2nd
Battalion
at
Aldershot
has
east
such a gloom over the
Regiment.
Always
cheerful, he was a favourite wherever he went
and the Regiment as a whole and the 2nd
Battalion in particular have lost a fine officer.
Sunday, November 6th, being Armistice
Sunday, a detachment of Buffs attended the
special service at St. Mary Bredin's Church in
Canterbury and afterwards headed
the
procession to the Memorial Crosses.
2 n d B a t t a l i o n — continued.
By tlie time these notes go to press we shall have run off the " Inter
company CrossCountry Run and we hope to be able to publish our
success in our next issue. Our lads are dark horses—they practice at
"'S\Ve wiU

now he able to pay more attention to sport as we have been
very slack just lately owing to the shortage of men and everybody has
been on duty of some kind.
Since the last issue we have been sorry to lose " Nobby Cranstone
who was transferred to Army Reserve last mpntli. We wish him the
best of luck in the future and if he is down this way at any time we hope
he will pay us a visit. We were hoping to hear of " Daylight s
marriage, but we were disappointed, lie is not even engaged and
we were all looking forward to a piece of his " bread pudden." What
about it, Dave ?
,
,
,
The Hon. George being once again a bachelor, makes weekend
trips to the " Smoke " with the Rev.' Don. We wonder if he is learning
the " Cabbage " Trade as he has got such a good " Barrow "tone voice.

"D" COMPANY SPORTS.

As we have explained before, owing to the majority of men being on
furlough sport has been very slack.
We have played one game of Soccer, 11 and 13 versus lo and lb
Platoons. The game was very onesided owing to 13 and 11 having
the best men from which to pick, but iu spite of that, 15 and 16 put up
a very good show. Jock and Joe tried very hard indeed, but were
handicapped having no brilliant forwards to help them. The result
of the game was 13 and 14 Platoons won by 7 goals to nil. The goal
scorers were :—Teal 3, Worthington 2, Donlevy 1 and I,aydou 1. We
are hoping to be able to get a decent company team this year.
During the rest of the month we have been unable to do anything
else except kick at goal.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who is the individual who lingers on the edge of the square and on
the command " Markers !" rushes forward ?
Is it Don Juan, Don Quixote, Don Pedro or Don—— ?
Has " Cooky " been training his sleeping powers whilst on furlough ?
What is the difference between navvying and penpushing ? Ask
Gilding.
C.EM.

A SHORT STORY OP 13 PLATOON.

One KNIGHT iu the shade of an old OAK tree, a balmy BARD sat down
to drink a glass of WORTHINGTON. He WOODCOCK his head on one side
and listen as if he expected someone.
Suddenly a bar of HUDSON soap SAI.ES from out of the woods and
spatters all over his HARE.
In a TRICE he was on liis feet. He spotted the culprit and pursued
him in liis FORD. He shouted out " If you DONLEVY alone I will
take you to court.
The man was captured and taken before a Judge and JURY, FRYER
to this charge there were others of which he was guilty, one of them
being : assaulting a man who was GII.DING a picture frame.
He was seen to NASH liis teeth when the Judge sentenced him to help
the COOK on " spud peeling."
c.G.

Harry.

On the 11th November the vService in the
Cathedral was held as usual, the Depot detach
ment afterwards lining up in front of the
Warriors' Chapel whilst a Recruit turned the
page of the Book of Life. Impressive as the
Service always is in the thronged Cathedral,
a Buff could not help feeling a personal interest
and pride in this simple ceremony of turning
the page of the Book of Life representing as
it does our own Regiment's sacrifices in the
War.
After leaving the Cathedral the troops
headed by the Squadron 10th Hussars now
stationed at Canterbury, marched past and
saluted the chaplet guarded by an Officer and
six Sergeants of the Buffs.
The Armistice Service from Canterbury
Cathedral has for the past few years been
broadcast to the British Isles, but this year
for the first time the Broadcast was relayed
to the Dominions, so the " Last Post " and
" Reveille " played by the Buglers of the
Buffs were heard all over the Empire.
Taking advantage of the continued spell
of fine weather, football and hockey have been
going strong and if the football results are
more successful than the Hockey it is not from
a lack of keenness for the latter game.
The football results for the month were :—
v. Wye College
...
... Won 4—3
v. St. Edmund's School
... Won 3—1
v. The Banks F.C.
...
... Won 6—3
v. Heine Bay ExServices
... Lost 0—4
v. Canterbury Invicta
... Won 8—1
The team as a whole seem to be
settling down well but the forward line still
requires goal getters. As in the Hockey XI.
the defence is sound, but the halves and
forwards in attack are not always seen to
advantage.
The hockey results were :—
v. R.A.F., Manston
...
... Lost 2—1
v. R.A.F., Eastchurch
... Lost 131
v. 10th Hussars Detachment
Lost 1—0
v. 10th Hussars Detachment
Won 2—1
The game against the R.A.F., Manston,
was close and exciting as the score indicates,
while that against the R.A.F., Eastchurch,
developed swiftly into a route. Apart from
the fact that the ground was almost under
water and unprovided with studs we seldom
remained standing, the R.A.F. team was a
strong one and literally made rings round us.
We hope in the return " Home " match to
give them a better game.
We hear the 2nd Battalion have been
victorious in a fast game by 3—2 over the
60th at Aldershot. We congratulate them
and wish them luck in the next round.
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A DAS for
the perfidy
JA of
the, so called,
safety stirrup !
In its
anxiety to come apart at
the right moment it chose
unwisely and at the precise
moment when our sporting
Colonel had to rely on it—
it was not there. To mark
the event, Colonel Burns,
plus a cracked rib and
man}'
bruises
is
now
unable to resume hunting
for some weeks and we offer
him our sincerest sym
pathies 011 his nasty fall
and the enforced quiet to which he is
subjected. We hope he will soon be about
again as he has much beer drinking and speech
making to do before the year is out !
Unfortunately (for us !) he took his ' downer '
on the very day of the first of our winter
functions.

For the first time since the war, "D" Coy.
Detachment at Dover, under John Sherwood,
ran a very successful prizegiving and smoking
concert on November 5th. We congratulate
John Sherwood on his promotion under the
Home Office in his civilian capacity and hope
this will be followed in due course by a some
what
tardier
Military
Promotion. The
Company was there in full force, together with
many noteworthy guests, including repre
sentative detachments from other Companies.
After several interesting musical items, Mr.
Sherwood opened the Ball with a long speech.
This has been fully reported in the local papers
and while welcoming distinguished strangers
who included the Mayor, the Chief Constable
and others, he proceeded to review his plans
for the forthcoming year and ended with an
announcement that a branch of the Past and
Present Association is to be started at Dover.
The first meeting in this connection is to take
place in the Drill Hall on the 18th November
and we hear will be attended by Sir Arthur
DyndenBell. We hope that all Buffs, Past
and Present of whatever battalion, living in
and around Dover, will lend their utmost
support to this new venture.
Other Smokers are following on in quick
succession :—
Sittingbourne on November 19th ; Heme
Bay on November 26th; Canterbury on
December 1st; Chartham on December 10th ;
Cranbrook on December 17th ; Sandwich on
December 21st and others in the New Year.
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Battalion.
Apart from ordinary Drills .which are now
in full swing, nearly all Detachments turned
out for s.ome sort of Parade in connection with
Armistice Day. Canterbury combined with
the Gunners in a successful march to the
Cathedral on the 6th. The Corporals of the
Drums from Dover headed the Parade. They
are as smart and efficient as ever.
Successful Armistice dances were held both
at Cranbrook, where over £5 was collected for
the Poppy Fund, and at Canterbury where
a similar collection was made.
There was a combined British Legion and
Detachment Armistice Dinner at Littlebourne
on Armistice Day, while Cranbrook and Dover
paraded on the 13th.
Talking of Littlebourne, we are glad to
hear that the proposal to build a new Hut
there has passed its third reading and is to be
embarked upon forthwith. In the meantime,
this Detachment will Drill alternately at
Canterbury and in a room belonging to the
' King William IV.' hotel.
The good ship ' Enterprise ' is next to
embark upon the provision of a miniature
range at Horsemonden. As in the case of
Littlebourne, much tedious routine has to be
waded through, but we hope the proposal will
in due course become an accomplished fact.
At Sandwich, too under the kind initiative of
Major Marshall and Captain Bourne, efforts
are being made to open what we hope will
prove a popular combined social club for the
two units. Such innovations, small as they
are in themselves, cannot be accomplished
without work, and it is good to find such help
from outside sources as we are receiving here.
The various Regimental Trophies have
now been won, if not awarded. Following
on "C" Coys, gallant effort in winning the
Harris Shield for general efficiency, "D" Coy.
have won the Leon Addutt recruiting Shield
(with "A" Coy. a good second), and "B" Coy.
have won the James Cup for Musketry (with
"C" Coy. an even closer second).
Incomings,
outgoings
aud
uprisings
amongst commissioned
ranks are fore
shadowed. Firstly, Captain C. F. S. Witts is
to be heartily congratulated on the award of
the " Territorial Decoration." It is only
earned after long and meritorious Service and
Captain Witts is the first
recipient in this
Battalion since the war.
Lieut. Wilfred Wagland has at last
definitely applied to transfer to us. We shall
be most happy to welcome him at Folkestone
and are also delighted to hear that he has so
far recovered from his recent bad accident
which resulted in a broken jaw.
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Two applicants^for commissions, Mr. Rose
at Ramsgate and Mr. Pearcy at Sittingbourne
are_/ en train.'
With regard to the rumoured outgoings,
it is perhaps wiser to say nothing for the
present as we so greatly hope that .they will
not materialize.
Your present correspondent thus concludes
his 4th Battalion Dragon notes for the last
time, much, he feels, to the relief of those
whose duty it is to read them ! (Certainly
not. Editor). Perhaps his successor, now
already arrived, is blessed with a readier pen.
In conclusion, may the very happiest of
Christmas's be yours this year.
W.E.H.

SITTINGBOURNE

" B " Company.
AND \YIHTSTABLE

DETACHMENTS.

The Officers, W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s and Men of "B" Company, 4th
Battalion The Buffs, send their heartiest greetings for Christmas and
the New Year to all Past and Present members of the Buffs and their
Friends.
It is regretted by all ranks that our Adjutant, Capt. Ilammond
Da vies, is shortly leaving us to join our 1st Battalion in India and we
all sincerely tliank him for all his kindness and for the hard work which
lie has put in for us. We wish him and Mrs. HammondDavics a bon
voyage to India and they will take with them our very best wishes.
Wc shall all welcome Capt. and Mrs. Willows amongst us ; no
doubt we shall soon be seeing them. I am sure tlie same support will
be given to our new Adjutant as was given to his predecessor.
Three parades were held on the lltlr and 13tli November in con
nection with Armistice Day. A service was held at our local Cenotaph
at 10.45 a.m., on the 1 ltli November when a party of our Detachment,
under the Command of Major D. J. Dean, V.C. attended. The Last
Post and Reveille were sounded by our Buglers. On Sunday, the 13th,
a Church Parade was held at Milton Church and in tlie afternoon a
service was held in the Queen's Picture Hall, at 3 p.m. A fair number
of W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s and Men were present on these two parades from
the Sittingbourne Detachment.
All ranks of ''IJ'' Company congratulate "D" Company on winning

" A " Company (Thanot).
November has been a very active month for us. On Remembrance
Sunday, in tlie morning, our Bugle Band, under ActingSergeant
Collins, played the Ramsgate British Legion to and from Church—
and we provided a Firing Party and ten Buglers to sound the Last
Post at the Memorial Service which was held at St. George's Church,
Ramsgate. In tiie afternoon, some forty members of the Ramsgate
Platoon were conveyed in two motor buses to Sandwich where we
joined the Sandwich Platoon under Sergeant El very and our Baud
played the combined local parade organised by tlie Sandwich Britisli
Legion to the War Memorial where a Firing Party, furnished by .Sand
wich Detachment, fired three volleys and at the conclusion of the
Service iu Church our tea Buglers sounded the Last Post from tlie
Altar Rails. We then proceeded to Messrs. Snellings' Cafe where sixty
Buffs were hospitably entertained by Lieut. The Hon. W. K. C. James
to an excellent tea, for which all ranks wish to thank him. lie was
unfortunately unable to be present owing to his recent operation.
On the following Sunday the Ramsgate and Sandwich Buffs
attended the Mayoral Church Parade at Ramsgate, where Captain
Witts was in command of the combined Parade. On Wednesday last
in conjunction with the Royal Artillery, we accorded a Military I'uneral
to the late Mr. Shaw, formerly of the Green Howards and a prominent
Member of the local British Legion. The Firing Party was formed by
the Ramsgate Detachment and the Last Post sounded by Buglers
Garwood, Fisher and Burnap.

MINIATURE RANGE COMPETITION.
The Annual Miniature Range Competition for the Cup presented
by Lieut.Colonel I,. B. Grant for competition between the local
Detachment aud a Team of eight exMembers of "A" Company, l/4tli
Buffs, resulted in a win for the old hands after a keenlycontested
fight by the narrow margin of six points. This is our first defeat this
year. Scores as under :—
ExFourth Buffs.
Serving 4th Buffs.
Sgt. Goldsmith
23
PlatoonSgt. L Jennings ... 23
Pte. Jarman
22
Pte. W. F. Fuller
23
Cpl. F. Hammon
21
Pte. Ives
20
Pte. Rose
...
20
Cpl. Barker ...
19
Sgt.Major Owen
20
Cpl. Reynolds
18
Bandsman Ilolness ...
... 19
Cpl. Lambert
...
... 18
Pte. Simpson
17
.Sgt. Buxton
16
Drummer Sutton
16
Pte. Ansell ...
15
158

152

On Thursday last, a threecornered shoot took place between Buffs,
Builders aud Brewers and resulted in a win for the Terriers witli the
score of 201 against the Builders' 168 aod the Brewers' 157, out of a
possible 240. Although no prize was offered we understand the Buffs
are claiming a fourandalinlfgallon cask of beer as watching the
Brewers fire made them thirsty. LanceSergeant Hayward, Corporal
Emptage, Corporal Field, Corporal Collins and LanceCorporals Bass,
Lambert, Scott, Fuller, Home and Blake are oil a three weeks' Weapon
Training Course at the Depot and are thoroughly enjoying themselves
despite the fact they have had all their iiair cut off and Scott
and Lambert omitted to take their regimental boots, and rumour has it
they are drilling in their bedroom slippers.
Heme Bay Detachment have given four very successful Dances
and are, we hear, making early preparations for their Christmas Dinner
which is to be held in the Drill Hall. The Platoon Prize Distributions
are as under :—
At Margate, on Monday, December 12th.
At Ramsgate on Thursday, December 15th.
At Sandwich on Wednesday, December 21st.
The Ramsgate Detachment have arranged this year to hold their
Annual Dinner at the Roval Hotel, Ramsgate, on Thursday, January
12th, 1928.
The Members of the Ramsgate Detachment who attended tlie
Sittingbourne Prize Distribution, returned with wonderful tales of
"B" Company's hospitality, reporting that hops and other liquid
nourishment is supplied to visitors, free gratis ad lib. and the whole of
"A" Company propose attending next year's Prize Night at Sitting
bourne.
CAMEL,
Platoon Editor.

"A," 704.
On the 28th October, 1927, the Detachment were invited to a social
evening at the British Legion when all kinds of indoor games were
played. Major D. J. Dean, V.C., Capt. Lowe, Major Budden and
Admiral Bowles were present and a most enjoyable evening was spent.
Two Monthly Miniature Range Spoon Shoots have been held early
this month, the winners being :—for November, Cpl. C. Costen and for
December, I,/Cpl. J. Wilson. Congratulations to them both. The
winners of tlie Wooden Spoon were Pte. L Friday for November and
Pte. J. Frost tor December. The O.C. Company and The Busy Bee are
very pleased to see the increase in numbers that are turning up and
taking interest in these monthly shoots and it is hoped that it will still
increase during the coming year.
We send our very best wishes and congratulations to the following
on the increase in their families :—Pte. and Mrs. Mount; Pte. and
Mrs. Dives and Pte. and Mrs. Bills.
The Company were very pleased to see their Commander out of
hospital and about again after his operation and trust he is progressing
satisfactorily.
In connection with our Prize Distribution, which is being held on
the 19th November, 1927, a full report will appear in our January
notes.
THE BUSY BEE.

" C " (Weald) Company.
We regret that there were no notes from this company last month,
but there was really very little to write about so perhaps it was just as
well that a certain communication from Skye failed to reacli earth.
Congratulations to Sgt. Cooper and his team from No. 9 Platoon
on winning the Battle Practice Competition on October 23rd. It
was an interesting scheme during which the Skipper iiad to fall mortally
wounded four times, but nobody seemed to mind very much.
We also congratulate Corporal Fletcher and L/Cpl. Rofe on their
promotion.
While we are in this congratulatory mood we should like to add our
share to Captain Witts in his wellmerited T.D. (Ssh...No, it has
nothing to do with tlie Battle of Bircliington).
Lieut. Collins lias resigned liis commission as lie found it impossible
to give enough time to Territorial work. We wish him the best of luck
and hope that lie will look us up sometimes.
Lieut. Hewitt will have left the district, though we very sincerely
hope, not the Company, by the time these notes appear. During the
short' time he has been with us he has worked hard, and both by in
struction and example, lias increased the efficiency of the company
very considerably and the winning of tlie Harris Shield was in no small
measure due to his personal efforts.
We refuse to believe that he is leaving us for good and hope that
something wil materialize to keep him within workable distance of the
company area. In tlie meantime we wish liim the best of luck and
thank him for all he lias done.
The Skipper, Mr. Hewitt, C.Q.M.S. Nash and Sgt. Dennis very much
enjoyed their evening with "D" Company on November 5th and we
hope to see some representatives of that and all Companies at our Prize
giving Night on December 17th.
A very successful Poppy Dance was held on November lOtli at the
Cranbrook Drill Hall and £5, in addition to the money collected from
the sale of Poppies, was handed over to Earl Ilaig's Fund.
Congratulations to Sgt. Dennis and his helpers on the result.
A Company Church Parade was held at Horsmondcn on December
Kith, when we marched to Church with a large contingent of exservice
men under " Tim " Rvlott who we were very glad to see looking so fit.
The Skipper laid a wreath on tlie village war memorial on behalf
of the company.

The Colonel inspected the company after the parade and
complimented the men on their turnout. Wc hope that by now he
will have quite recovered from his fall in the hunting field.
Wc hope soon to have a Miniature Range at llorsmonden. The
matter is being pushed on and we look forward to some useful evenings
there later on.

THE DRAGON
On November 7tli and 1 4th, a team from No. 9 Platoon fired a
match against the Cranbrook and District Police on the Cranbrook
.Miniature Range. We used the Police targets and both teams used
the Police Rifles (peep sights, etc. !) one evening and Service
rifles the next evening. After a most excellent match the Buffs won
by 1 point. A return match is being arranged using Service Targets.
The scores were :—
Buffs.
Police.
Sgt. Cooper
... 145 Supt. White
150
C.Q.M.S. Nash
164 Sgt. Thrower
136
Sgt.Instr. Dennis
163 P.C. Trull
146
Capt. Hardeastle
133 P.C. Withersden
175
Pte. Bilsby
138 P.C. Andrews
130
Pte. Prince
156 P.C. Baker
161
Total

899

Total

898

Finally, a very happy Christmas to everyone !
A.R.I..U.

" D " Company (Dover).
It can be well said that the past four weeks have been the busiest
four weeks we have had in Dover since the War. We are now settling
down to our Winter Training and owing to a newlyformulated scheme
of training, we hope that our Parades this Winter will not only be well
attended, but prove interesting and beneficial to all taking part.
On Monday, 31st October, we had the pleasure of meeting the .Staff
of the Royal Army Ordnance Depot in a shooting match on our
Miniature Range. The match, which was very closely contested,
resulted in a win for our visitors by 3 points :—
Possible Aggregate Score
350; R.A.O. Depot, 335 ; "D"
Company (Dover) 4th Battalion The Buffs. 332.
Six members of "D" Company's Team obtained possibles and five
of the Royal Army Ordnance Depot. We have since received a very
charming letter of thanks from our friends of tlie R.A.O. Depot and
we look upon this Shoot as a forerunner of many pleasant evenings
with them.
At long last, the inuchlookedforwardto Saturday, 5th November
arrived ; the day we had selected for our first Prize Distribution,
could not have fallen upon a better date as it was our intention to do
our best to " set the Drill Hall alight " and we considered Guy Fawkes
Day a most suitable one.
The chair was taken by Lieut. J. Sherwood, who is in charge of the
Dover portion of "D" Company and he was supported by Major B. S.
Collard (2nd i/c 4tli Buffs) and Capt. D. V. Coote (O.C.. "D" Company).
There were also present Major D. J. Dean, V.C., Major Foster, late The
Buffs, Major L B. Bushell (Commanding 233rd Battery R.A. (T.A.),
Major F. Godfrey (Adjutant, Cinque Ports (Fortress) Royal Engineers
(T.A.), Capt. F. Raw (Commanding 168th Heavy Battery, R.A. (T.A.),

Gloucestershire Regiment), A. M. Bond, Esq. (Chief Constable of Dover),
Capt. N. Thompson, James Wood, Esq., A. J. Gunn, Esq. and many
others. Later on in the evening we were honoured with a visit from His
Worship Tlie Mayor of Dover (Alderman R. J. Barwick, J.P.)
Thanks entirely to the untiring efforts of our popular Permanent
Staff Instructor, C.S.M. Couchman, a very enjoyable musical
programme was provided as well as some Community Singing conducted
by Mr Nugent of the Duke of York's School. The most popular song
was naturally " The Farmer's Boy " which was sung with great gusto ;
no doubt this was caused by the presence of O.C. "C" (Weald) Company
and his secondincommand.
Lieut. J. Sherwood, in a speech of some length (!!!) said that our
greatest disappointment was tlie unavoidable absence of our Command
ing Officer, Lieut.Colonel E. 11. Burns, but the Commanding Officer
had sent a very charming and encouraging letter which he desired
should be read to all present at the Concert. While we very much
regretted the absence of our Commanding Officer we derived some
consolation from the fact that Lieut.Colonel Burns had been granted
an extension of Command until 1929 aud we hope sincerely that this
will be the first of many such extensions (applause). We have with us
tonight a most excellent substitute in our SecondinCommand, Major
B. S. Collard, and when Colonel Burns' period of command does
eventually come to an end as all commands do, we must consider our
selves very fortunate that Colonel Burns' excellent work will be carried
on by such a sportsman and thorough gentleman as Major Collard.
(Applause). Our first duty is to thank all those who have so generously
presented us with such fine prizes and without whose generosity we
should not have been iu a position to hold such a Prize Distribution.
It is very gratifying to us to have the company this evening of His
Worship The Mayor and we should like to express how pleased we are
to hear that he has consented to continue in Office next year.
(Applause). We are extremely pleased to see so many from the other
Companies in the Battalion and we feel sure that such reunions do
much to cement the already good fellowship which exists throughout
the Battalion. In conclusion, we are actually going to form a Dover
Branch of the Past and Present Association The Buffs (applause)
and a meeting to that effect will be held in the Drill Ilall, on Friday,
18th November, at 8 p.m.
His Worship tlie Mayor then addressed the gathering and said he
wanted to thank Lieut. Sherwood for the kind words he had spoken.
Those in Dover who knew the material they had in "D" Company
appreciated it fully and speaking as one who had taken some part in
the town's affairs, one knew not only what that material meant to the
Territorial Movement, but to the town in general.
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Major Collard then presented the Prizes to the winners at the recent
rifle meeting and other contests :—
200 yds. Application : Trained men, Cpl. Gilligan ; recruits,
Drm. W. Marsh.
200 yds. Snap : L/Cpl. Pascall; Pte. G. Pascal],
200 yds. Rapid : Drm. Pascall; Pte. G. Pascall.
300 yds. Application : Drm. R. Tripp ; Drm. W. Marsh.
300 yds. Snap : Pte. Osborne.
300 yds. Application : N.C.O.'s : Sgt. Maskell.
500 yds. Application : N.C.O.'s : C.S.M. Wisdom.
500 ,
vds.
..... Advancing from 600 vds. : Pte. Bliss.
Highest score in Emden Tropin : Pte. Bliss.
Best Aggregate, practice I, 4 & 7 (slow): Pte. Osborne : Drm.
Marsh.
Best Aggregate, practice 2, 3, 5 & 8 (rapid) : L/Cpl. Pascall.
Best TurnedOut F.S.M.O. : I, Pte. P. Marsh ; 2, L/Cpl. Collins.
Best TurnedOut Walkingout Dress: 1, Pte. F. Marsh, 2, Dr.
Durman, 3 Pte. S. Peun ; I, Pte. E. Constable, 2, Pte. Irons.
MINIATURE RANGE.
200 yds. : Sgt. Mead ; Pte. Dawkins.
500 yds. : L/Sgt. Ricli ; Drm. W. Marsh.
S.M.R.C. : Lt. Sherwood ; Pte. G. Pascall.
Aggregate : Lt. Sherwood : Pte. E. Constable.
Highest aggregate in Silver Spoon Shoots, 1926 27 : Pte. Bliss.
.. Efee special prizes were presented by L. Hobday, Esq. of Buckland
to employees who competed in a special competition :—
 , . A
'stl.Cp. W. Pascall; 2nd, Dmr. Clark : 3rd, C.S.M. Wisdom.
At llie conclusion of the Prize Distribution, Major Collard on behalf
oi ail ranks of "D" Company, made a presentation to Sgt.Drummer
i rlpp as some small repayment for the very great work Tripp has done
loi not mly D Company, but the Battalion in Hie past.
,, o ,, / s,Jerw°od then proposed a very hearty vote of tiianks to
C.S.M Couchman for the excellent work he had done in connection
with theLoHcert and the general decoration of the Hall.
then Presented tlie I.een Adutt Recruiting Shield
,
to O.C., D Company, Capt. Coote.
On bhalf of the Past Members of the Company, our exC.S.M.
Mr. Barcn, in a few wellcliosen words thanked "D" Company'for
uniting hem there that evening and for the hospitality received.
He could promise that the "Old Hands" would do whatever tliey
could to nIp the Company in recruiting.
Weut.Sherwood then ealled on our Adjutant to say a few words.
Capl  H aimondDavies said that he had spent four verv happy years
with the tittalion. When he came he was a child in matters Territorial
and had 11 idea what it meant to be a good Territorial Officer and man
°w that e was going back to join the Battalion in India his eves were
very mucl wider open aud he now knew what a tremendous "effort it
meant to e a territorial. He thanked them for backing him up for
four vearsand asked them to back up his successor, Capt. Willows
when he one.
'
One oftlie next items of importance was the visit of The Drums
Oil the mcmng "after the Smoking Concert (!!!!!) to Canterbury to
take part i Canterbury Detachment's Church Parade to Canterbury
Cathedral. Once again The Drums would like to say how much tliev
enjoy such'isits to other Detachments and that tliev are always at tlie
service of (her Companies.
On Eriiy, nth November, a party under Lieut. Sherwood were
present at he Armistice Day Service at the Dover War Memorial and
placed a wnth thereon to the memory of those who served in The Buffs
and gave t4ir lives during the War. At tlie termination of this service
Lieut. Sherood, Sgt. Maskell and Cpl. Phillips proceeded to tlie Marine
Pier and diosited another wreath on the magnificent War Memorial
there. Tli:Memorial contains the names of many Buffs, particularly
from Ashfoi.
On Sumy, 13th November, the company combined with the other
T.A. Units Dover and attended Divine Service at St. Mary's Church.
There were)() Territorials, all told, on parade. After the Service they
marched tohe Town Hall where His Worship the Mavor of Dover
presented tl Emden Shooting Trophy to the Cinque Ports (Fortress)
Royal Engiiers T.A.
On the tli, 15th and 16th November, our Drill Hall was used by
the Regulaf.rigade to stage the Brigade Boxing Competition and tlie
contests forhe Territorial Challenge Cup. We regret to announce

There is posily some small excuse for our not winning it this year
as one Memfc of our Team for some reason not yet ascertained, failed
to turn up al a reserve whose weight was much lighter competed in
his weight, nurally at some disadvantage, although lie put up a really
good show : so L/Cpl. Pascall was forbidden by the M.O. to box ill
tlie Final of i weight owing to severe injuries to his hand. In the
Bantam Weigs, Spr. Phillips (R.E.) proved too heavy and too strong
for Pie. Mots, there being some ten pounds difference in the
weights, but e still have great confidence in Moores, whose first
appearance ilas in the Ring, when he has had more experience and
most oi an ins very Keen, in uie ieainerweignts, Dmr. Fennell
lost in points Spr. Pettman : Fennell unquestionably had the best
style, but he fed to put in that little extra bit of punch requuired :
this was Fenn's first appearance in the Ring, but if he perseveres
he will go far.I./Cpl. Pascall's contest with Spr. West was stopped
in the first rou owing to Pascall's undoubted superiority and it was
not until Pasci had left the Ring that the injury to li'is hand was
discovered aude was consequently unable to compete in the Finals
of the Light W;hts. The powers that were gave the decision in the
Welter WeiglitSetween Dmr. Marsh and Gnr. Wells, to tlie Gunner,
but some doubfcemed to exist in the minds of the audience.

828

THE DRAGON

1st Cadet Company The Buffs
A r ANY inoons have waxed and waned since last we
IVI sent yon notes. We will endeavour to be more
regular in the future, Mr. Editor.
In August last, twentyfour of all ranks went into
camp at Lee Priory, Littlebourne, Mr. M. F. Ramsay
once again kindly allowing ns tlie use of his Park, and
thanks to good weather, a happy time was spent.
On October 26th Captain B. E. Hammond Davies,
M.C., inspected the Corps in the Drill Hall, Sandwich,
aud we gather was satisfied with what he saw.
The Mayor of Sandwich invited us to attend the
Special Service at St. Clement's Church on Sunday,
November 13th and twentythree of all ranks took
part in the procession and, of course, the service. This
was our first public appearance for some time and we
hope our unit will receive more recognition in the
future.
, .
Recruits are coming along and as long as regularity,
punctuality and loyalty to the Company appertain,
we cannot have too many.

B

Blinder and Dusty.

LIMEY Dusty ! This 'ere blinking Clristmas
makes the third we've seen awt 'ere, anl what's
more, it looks as if its a never goin' to end !"
" Yus Blinder—all the blokes down the base as
ordered tlieir corfins to be sent awt and kep m the
store rooms. One old Major in charge of i rest
camp as got a plate on 'is lid to say " Gone toannuver
' rest ' camp." Any'ow, Blinder boy, we doi t want
corfins up tlie line; the old suit of khaki anda shovel
of Flander's mud is all we wants to lay in—unil a Jack
Johnson comes along shouting ' show a leg ' aid away
we gets stirred up again."
^
n
" 'Ark at Jerry asinging the lm of ate, Dusty.
"Well, as its Christmas day" replied Blinder,
" let us sing ' O come all ye faithful just for
retaliation."
The pair started singing as loud as tliir voices
would let them, the following strains wlcli soon
reached Jerry just fifty
yards away—
" O Come all ye faithful,"
" O come
"
CRASH ! CRASH ! Potato mashers, wfcsz bangs
and coalboxes. Half the parapet was sv.pt away,
and our two pals went flying over the parads.
" We aint 'aving any more of that Duy, if they
blinkingwell comes as quick as that.
" I say Blinder—did yer ever 'ear abat the girl
who looked round at a bloke and got Irned into
a pillar of salt ?"

" No Dusty—but T 'eard abawt the girl'ho looked
back at an orfieer in Boulogne and they >th turned
into a pub."
" Quite believe ^er Blinder boy—quiteeheve yer.
Rotten luck it was ; I wouldn't 'ave a pubif yer gave
it to me" said Dusty.
" What 1 wouldn't 'ave a pub ?" aiwered the
astonished Blinder. " Give me the bloomg chance."
" Well, its like this 'ere " spoke Dust " I don t
mind 'aving a pub so long as ever; customer's
a teetotaler'. Yer gets the 'ard drinker tat comes in
—'as a couple of pints corstin' eightpeG—kicks up
a blooming row—smashes two hobs won of glasses
and gets chucked awt. Well—'e aint iO perishing
good."
" No, I agrees wiv yer. Dusty boy. ^ bloke like
that's a rotter."
((
"Right yer are" continued Dusty _ I hen ver
gets the moderate drinker. Of course'e comes in
directly yer opens—calls for a 'alf pt of Burton
corsting fourpence—squats 'imself in he armchair

in yer parlour—reads the biinking morning paper
which 'e asn't paid for from end to end—sticks abawt
two bobs worf of coals on yer fire—walks awt at dinner
time wiv a ' Good morning, Guvner' as if 'e kept the
blooming place. Now, I asks yer—is that bloke any
good ?"
" No Dusty boy, 'e aint any good eiver: but I
don't see as 'ow a blinking Pussyfoot is any better."
" That's where yer're wrong Blinder.. Yer see 'e
pops in when no one's looking—'as a couple of quick
double whiskies corsting twoandeightpence and runs
awt again. All profit Blinder, yes—all profit."
" Do yer remember Dusty, last Christmas day when
the Chaplain came up the trenches and started telling
yarns ?"
" Rarver !" replied Dusty. " Not 'alf ; remember
that one abawt the fust leave 'e 'ad iu Blighty ?"
" No—can't say as I does " answered Blinder.
" Well, it was 'is fust Christmas on leave. When
'e got 'ome 'e 'ad to get a ration ticket and as all the
men were at the war—or supposed to be—they only
'ad girls a serving in the shops. Well, 'e goes to a
butchers on Christmas eve asearcliing for a leg of pork ;
arter squinting at a few that was 'anging up, 'e says to
the young lady, ' 'Ave yer got any nicer legs, Miss ?
You know, I don't like them too fat.' The young lady
looked at 'im and being awt for business answered,
' Well, sir, if yer come in the shop, I'll show yer what
T've got.' Then our Chaplain—so 'e said—put 'is
'ands together, shuts 'is eyes and walked away singing
' O dearly beloved—breatherin !' "
" That aint as good as the Colonel " spoke Blinder.
" Why, 'e went into a butcher's shop in Amiens—yus
that's right, Amiomg—and tried to make the French
girl understand the English for rump steak, but she
didn't compree."
" Will you it me show " she asked.
" Did 'e ?" said Dusty.
" Don't know if 'e did or 'e didn't " replied Blinder,
" but 'e came awt the shop wiv a whopping great steak
in one mit and awaving 'is riding whip abawt in the
other, and singing summit about the Madamoiselle
from Armentiers, instead of telling the girl summit
abawt the air raids."
Blinder and Dusty poked their heads out of the dug
out. It was freezing hard and snowing; the whole
terrain was covered in nature's white blanket—a real
cheery Christmas day.
" Br—Br—Br—aint it blinking cold " said Blinder,
at the same time throwing his arms backwards and
forwards across his chest.
" Blimey—not 'alf " replied Dusty.
" Yer know" said Blinder, " I'll join the Fire
Brigade if I gets awt of this blooming lot all kid."
" Don't talk perishing tommy rot " answered
Dusty. " Yer aint big enough and besides—yer aint
a blinking sailor."
" What ! me aint big enough ? Yer don't want to
be a ' Birrell ' or an Admiral to keep an 'ot tater can
or a roast chestnut pail—does yer ? That's the Fire
Brigade I means, Dusty boy. Br—Br—r—r aint it
blinking cold ?"
Presently the young Platoon Officer was observed
plodding his way along the snow covered trench. He
was done up in a British warm coat, a Balaclava
worsted hat. through the aperture of which was seen
a red nose and a pair of frosty eyelids, a red and white
glory hoy muffler slung round his neck, a pair of heavy
gloves and each leg was covered in oilskins.
" Evening', sir ! 'Appy Christmas, sir" spoke
Blinder.
" Cant's yer see 'e can't 'ear yer ?" said Dusty to
his pal in a" whisper. " Why, 'e's locked 'imself in ;
that's alright now—'e's taken orf 'is 'at and scarf."
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" Evenin', sir ! 'Appy Christmas, sir " repeated
Blinder.
Happy Christmas " answered the officer. " What
about your feet ?"
"Br—Br—r—r" growled
Blinder. "Aint
it
blinking cold ?"
" Never mind about the cold we don't want cases
of trench feet. Are your feet alright ?"
" Always are, sir.
I gives 'em socks every
time I gets a chance " replied Blinder.
" So does I, sir " interposed Dusty, and at the same
time muttering under his breath *" they're full of
blooming 'oles and its abawt time the Quarter bloke
dished awt some more."
I'm glad to hear it. Very pleased you men look
after your feet. Do not want trench feet in the Buffs.
You don't know of any cases up here—do you ? "
enquired the officer.
" Only abawt a dozen, sir, and
"
Where ?" shrieked the officer.
In the CompanyQuarterMasterSergeant's Dug
Awt, sir" answered Blinder. " They're full of Bully."
The officer pulled himself together and entered our
pals' home from home. Quite an antiquated sort of
Dug Out, but of the usual type. Then he placed a
brown paper parcel on the ground and proceeded to
untie the string.
Br—Br—r—r. Aint it blinking cold " spoke
Dusty, whilst Blinder asked the officer to go careful,
in case he broke anything.
" Well, the Colonel has asked me to wish all the
men a very happy Christmas and I have a present for
each Dug Out."
" Br—r—r—r. Aint it blinking cold ?" repeated
Dusty.
" Yes, it is very cold " at last replied the officer.
" The Colonel has asked me to present to each Dug
Out this lovely gramaphone and beautiful records
trusting it will give you a little enjoyment this
Christmas day. .We'll see how it goes." Suddenly
the gramaphone belched forth—
" O come all ye faithful—O come
"
In less time than it takes to say ' one,' Blinder and
Dusty had booted the instrument out of the door to
the consternation of the officer.
" They'll come alright, sir, said Blinder. " We
sung it this morning and before the second line was
reached
"
CRASH ! CRASH ! POTATO MASHERS ! WHIZZ BANGS.
Blimey ! Yer've been and done it, sir !"
J.E.
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.
Et. J. Chester retires, receiving a gratuity (October 29th).
Et.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O., h.p. list, late The Buffs, retires on ret.
pay (October 27tli).
Et. E. Barry retires, receiving a gratuity (November 5tli).
Flying Officer C. Lloyd (Lieut. The Buffs) relinquishes his temporary
commission on completion of duty with the R.A.F. (November 13th).
Lt.Col. It. K. Power, D.S.O., ret. pay, to be Lt.CoL (October 27tli),
with seniority November 7th, 1920.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.
The ICing lias been graciously pleased to confer the Territorial
Decoration upon the following Officer under the terms of the Royal
Warrant dated October 13th, 1920 :—
Capt. C. S. F. Witts, 4th Battalion.

The 2nd Battalion.
STRENGTH—INCREASE.
Boy W. E. Woolnough, attested for 2nd Battalion, 12 1027, for
12 years (9 years with the Colours and 3 years with Army Reserve),
as from attaining the age of 18 years, i.e., 16 230. Joined Battalion,
131027 and posted to "H.Q. Wing."
Boy W. Keeble, attested for 2nd Battalion, 171027, for 12 years,
(9 years with the Colours and 3 years with Army Reserve), as from
attaining tlie age of 18 years, i.e., 29 4 30. Joined battalion, 18 10
27 and posted to "H.Q. Wing."
6279177 Sgt. A. Jones, joined battalion from leave, 811 27 from
duty witli Iraq Levies.
PROMOTION.
6280097 I,/Sgt. J Ward (Supernumary Strength), promoted
Sergeant, 17 1027.
6278427 Sgt. C. Shoobridge, "H.Q.," promoted ColourSergeant
and appointed C.Q.M.S., 21 1027.
6282516 L/Cpi. A. Salsbury, "C," promoted Corporal, 171027.
APPOINTMENT.
6282017 1'te. II. Uden, "H.Q.," appointed Regimental Saddler,
w.e.f. 81027.
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICES.
6278060 B.M. C. Hewitt, "II.Q.," permitted to continue in the
service until 3229. (Autliy: Officer i/c Records C/4319, dated
71127).
TRANSFER—INTERUNIT.
5768634 Pte. J. Mason, "A," transferred to 2nd Battalion The
Norfolk Regiment, 171027.
EMBARKATION.
6279196 Cpl. G. Wilkius, "B," embarked at Liverpool per S.S.
Aba, 91127 en route to West Africa for employment witli R.A.F.F.
TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
6278711 Dmr. H. Siffleet, "II.Q.," transferred to tlie Army Reserve
11—11—27 under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
6282690 Pte. A. Gunstone, "D," transferred to the Army Reserve
201027 under K.R.'s, para. 362 (ii) (c).
DISCHARGES.
6278903 Sgt. A. Moo, "C," discharged 1610—27 under K.R.'s,
para. 363 (xxviii).
6283376 Pte. G. Farrar, "A," discharged, 14 10 27 under K.R.'s,
para. 363 (x).
6278097 C.Q.M.S. E. Hills, "C," discharged, 23 10 27 under K.R.'s,
para. 363 (xxi).
6595907 Pte. R. Mannifield, "A," discharged, 191027 under
K.R.'s, para. 363 (viii).

The Depot.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS. "
The undermentioned recruits having' joined the Battalion, are
taken on tlie strength and posted to Companies as shown :—
6282406 Pte. B. Holman. "B" (C), 111027; 6283685 Pte. G.
Maxted, "D" (F), 29927; 6283688 Boy A. Meakins, "A" (R).
171027 ; 6283686 Pte. E. Mbxon, "B" (C), 18 1027 : 6283687
Boy \V. Revell, "A" (R), 510 27 ; 6283684 Pte. II. Wood. "I!" (B),
31027.
'
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6281585 L/Cpl. C. Costen, "B," promoted Corporal, 27 9 27.
6282875 Pte. F. Allen, "B," appointed I.anccCorporal, 22 1027.
6282876 Pte. G. Wilson, "B," appointed I.anceCorporal, 22 10 27.
REENGAGEMENTS.
6280648 Pte. II. Holman, "B," reengaged for one vear on 1210
27 w/e from 51227.
DISCHARGES.
The following were discharged under para. 1936 (A) T.A. Regs.
Aulh. K.I.B. 2510/1, w/e from 20 1027
6282250 Pte. J. Brazier, "D" (F) ; 6281050 Pte. J. Flowers, "D"
(F) ; 6337600 Pte. J. Griffiths, "B" (S) ; 6283214 Pte. S. Malouev.
"B" (E) ; 6283287 Pte. C. Sandull, "B" (C) ; 6281964 Pte. II. Smith,
"D ' (F) ; 6283661 Pte. T. .Uden, "D" (F) under para. .1935.
6280680 Pte. A. Roberts, "B" (C), discharged under para. 193 3
T.A. Regs., w/e from 281027.

RECRUITS.
Attested as shewn :—
Pte. W. T. Morecroft, 1810 27 ; Pte. G. Skinner, 20 1027;
Pte. F. J. Supple, 271027.
POSTINGS.
6280386 I'tc. E. Hewitt, posted to 2nd Battalion, 2010 27.
6281631 L/Cpl. A. Smith, posted to 2nd Battalion, 211 27.
6278733 Cpl. A. Allen, posted to Depot for a tour of duty, from 2nd
Battalion, 1 11 —27.
6282691 L/Cpl. W. Good, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion,
for a tour of duty, 2 11 27.
6281909 Pte. W. Hall, posted to Depot for a tour of Duty, 5 I I 27.
PROMOTION.
6279365 L/Sgt. E. Marsh, prompted Sergeant, 17 10 27, vice
6278903 Hook discharged. (Authv : O.C., 2nd Battalion, No.S/C/169
d/181027.
APPOINTMENT.
6278788 Cpl. E. Wade, appointed Paid LanccScrgcant, 17 1027,
vice 6279365 Marsh, promoted, and absorbed into establishment.
DISCHARGES.
6283575 Pte. B. Avery, discharged under para. 363 (vii) K.R's,
21 1027.
6283585 Pte. J. Biddle, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (b), K.R.'s,
29 10 27.
6283563 Pte. W. Cafev, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) {a) K.R.'s,
111127.

jgfi f\T AAFIJ^
:p

The Services Sports Diary
This Diary is issued by the Army Sport Central Board, in collaboration
with the Sports Boards of tlie Royal Navy, Royal Marines and Royal
Air Force. It has once again been brought up to date and improved.
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November, 1927

Personalia.

ERY satisfactory reports reach us from
Cannes regarding General Sir Arthur
Paget's health. Sir Arthur sent a very kind
message and 2,50 cigars for those attending
the Past and Present Association Din ner on
the 22nd October, both of which were very
much appreciated.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell and
Colonel J. Body were present at the meeting
of the Ashford Branch of the Past and Present
Association on October 8th.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge is, we
regret to hear, laid up at his home at Newbury
with an attack of influenza, which, to the
regret of all, prevented him from being present
at the Association Dinner at the Baltic House
Restaurant, Leadenhall Street.
It is pleasing to note that Colonel J. A.
Cooper and the Canadian Buffs frequently
think of us. Twice within the last six weeks
we have heard from them—once ordering
a photograph of " The turning of the Page "
in " The Book of Iflfe " and again a cable of
good wishes to the Past and Present
Association at the Annual Dinner.
Someone in New Zealand remembers the
Regiment also, for we recently received a copy
of The Nete> Zealand Herald, dated August 18th,
containing an account of " The Book of Life."
We offer our hearty congratulations to our
Allied Regiment in Canada on their success in
the 1927 Meeting of the Dominion of Canada
Rifle Association, held at the Connaught Rifle
Ranges not far from Ottawa.
In the competitions to decide the selection
of Canada's Bisley team, the Queen's Own
Rifles obtained three places out of thirty.
C.S.M. W. A. Hawkins, one of the three,
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Price Sixpence.

obtained the second highest score of all
competitors, and in other competitions. at the
same meeting he was first in the " Macdougal "
Match and won the " Macpherson " Cup.
Lieut. R. Storbar of the Queen's Own Rifles,
won the silver medal in the revolver
competition.
The Queen's Own Rifles were also
successful in team competitions, winning the
Walker " match, the " City of Ottawa"
match, the " Kirkpatrick" Cup and the
" Imperial Tobacco Co." Challenge Trophy.
Taking the aggregate of the scores in all the
team competitions, the Queen's Own Rifles
obtained the highest aggregate of any regiment
in the Canadian Forces.
Colonel G. de B. and Mrs. Mairis are at
present staying in town. We much regret
to hear of the serious accident to Miss Arniine
Marriott, having a broken needle embedded
in her knee. We are glad to know that
satisfactory
progress
towards
complete
recovery is now being made.
Lieut.Colonel W. A. Eaton was in London
for a few days last month, en route from Norway
to Mallorca.
We have good news of Major Scarlett. He
is very fit, but is very hard worked in spite
of the fact that the Shanghai Defence Force is
almost daily diminishing in size.
The sincere sympathy of his many friends
will be extended to Mrs. Boon and family on
the death of Captain G. Boon, which took
place at his home in Guernsey on the 8th of
October.
We offer our congratulations to Captain
H. H. C. Baird on the success of the recent
Autumn Golf Meeting at Sandwich. The
weather was most kind, and the entry, we
believe, was a record one.
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Congratulations to Captain B. Hammond
Davies on winning the Paget Cup, the Lynden
Bell Trophy and Senior Medal ; to Major
Thomson and Mr. Bourne the Bogey Four
somes, and Major B. H. Russell the Junior
Medal.
We offer our congratulations to Captain
PI. C. T. and Mrs. Stronge on the birth of
a daughter at The Gables, Sandhurst, Berk
shire, on October 12th.
We are glad to have news of Captain W. A.
Featherstone, who was for many years
a prominent member of the 1st Battalion band
and was one of the best cornet players the
Regiment ever had. Pie was subsequently
Bandmaster of the King's Shropshire Light
Infantry and of the Royal Irish Rifles. He
was more recently conductor of the Wireless
Orchestra at the Bournemouth Studio. He
writes that recently when broadcasting his
play in Birmingham, two old Buff Bandsmen
came to see him at the Studio. They were
" Sailor " Cooper and " Squeak " Hodgins.
Captain Featherstone is sailing shortly for
Australia, where we wish him the best of luck.
Talking of Captain Featherstone reminds
us of his famous brother, the late Major
Featherstone (known to all as " Feathers")
who was SergeantMajor and afterwards
QuarterMaster of 1st Battalion. " Feathers,"
besides being a most admirable soldier, was an
excellent musician. The old Brigade will
remember the amazement of Lord Frankfort,
who was inspecting the 1st Battalion^ at
Jullendur when having seen " Feathers " as
SergeantMajor on parade in the morning,
went out 011 to the veranda after dinner and
saw " Feathers " conducting the Band in the
absence through illness of Mr. Birkhead, the
bandmaster !
We understand that Lieut. C. Lloyd, who
has been employed under the Air Ministry
for the past four years, is now home on leave
from Egypt and Palestine, preparatory to his
return to the Regiment on J anuary 3rd.
Many of their comrades will be sorry to
hear that Lieuts. E. Barry and John Chester
are leaving the service at the conclusion of
their time with the King's African Rifles.
We regret to announce the death of the late
No. 627S753 Corporal G. Amos, "D" Company,
2nd Battalion, The Buffs, which took place
on the 20th of September at the Royal Victoria
Hospital, Netlev.

Corporal Amos, who had only been ill ten
days, was married last December; we offer
our sincere sympathy to his widow.
Owing to a clerical error, the 1st Battalion
has on hand a large supply of regimental blazer
buttons.
We should be pleased to receive orders at any
time and expect shortly to be in a position
to supply by return post. The prices of the
buttons are : large, 1/10 ; small, 1/5.
We have had a very interesting letter from
Mr. J. Dawkins (late No. 8095) describing the
unveiling ceremony at the Menin Gate, for
which we offer our best thanks.
The Regiment is well represented among
the Messenger Staff at the War Office. Mr.
Brown (formerly clarinet player in the 1st
Battalion Band) is a King's Messenger, whilst
Mr. Atkins is Head Messenger to the C.I.G.S.
We learn that Mr. G. C. Smith who was,
until recently, Head Warder at Chartham
Asylum and has now retired on a well earned
pension, is living at 1 Gladstone Road,
Whitstable. We hope he still plays the
trombone on which he was such a splendid
performer in the old dajfs.

Marriage.
Clinker—Ellenor. —6282000 Cpl. J. Clinker

married at Canterbury, 20/8/27 to Violet
Dorothy Ellenor.

Obituary.
CAPTAIN GEORGE BOON, D.S.O.

I

T is with deep regret that we have to
announce the death of Captain George
Boon, D.S.O., which occurred at his home in
Guernsey on the 14th ult.
It is many years since he left the sendee,
but after his retirement, he lived for some
time at Sturry, near Canterbury, and was
a frequent visitor at the Depot, and there are
many who—even if they did not serve with
him, knew him well and will mourn his loss.
Boon joined the Regiment on the 5th July,
1864, and was posted to the 1st Battalion
and took part in the Perak Campaign in the
Malay Peninsular, for which he received medal
and clasp.
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Correspondence.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
,,
...
I am sure that it will be of interest to the relatives
and friends of the late No. 11392 Pte. D. Cloke, iul
Battalion The Buffs, who died at Mussooric in 1920, to
know that the Boxin» Team of this Battalion, whilst
competing in the Mussoorie Tournament this year,
visited his grave and laid a wreath.
They also employed a gardener to tidy up the grave
and plant a few flowers.
Should the Regiment
compete annually in the Mussoorie Tournament, it is
hoped that such a visit shall become a yearly event
and that in this way, the grave shall be kept in a state
befitting that of an old member of the Regiment.
Bareillv, U.P.
Yours faithfully,
V. BOUCHER, Bieut.,
1st Bn. Sub.-Editor " The Dragon."
Captain G. Boon.

His early soldiering days were not
uninterrupted, for it was when he was serving
at Hong Kong that the wild stories of gold
in Australia so fired his imagination of wealth
and riches, that he purchased his discharge
and sailed for Australia to join in the gold
rush, and pegged out his claim at Ballarat.
His dream was soon to be disillusioned.
Of gold there was none and he was met with
misery and despair on all sides.
He and his mate were reaching the end of
their resources and one morning he found the
latter hanging by a rope from a beam. That
quenched his last spark of gold fever.
.Scraping together sufficient money, he made
his way to the coast and took ship to
Singapore, to enlist once more as a Private in
the Buffs. Being recognised at recruits' drill
by the General Officer Commanding, who,
by the way, happened to have been his former
Commanding Officer, he was promptly
reinstated in his former rank of Sergeant.
Specialising in musketry, he became
Regimental SergeantInstructor of Musketry,
and in 1891 he was promoted to be Quarter
Master of the 2nd Battalion, then stationed at
Aldershot.
In 1899 he embarked with the 2nd
Battalion for the South African War, was
mentioned in despatches and was awarded
the D.S.O.
His uprightness and integrity of character
earned the respect of all who came into contact
with him.
How to get "The Dragon."
PO!t those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year <?/-, 6 months 4/-, 3 months 2/-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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the King s troops.
The Buffs at Falkirk had lost several men,
killed and wounded, the former including two
captains. After the battle, they had marched
to Linlithgow, where the men, soaked to the
skin as they were, were put under cover.
When the army moved on next day the
historic castle of Linlithgow was found to be
in flames and was completely destroyed. The
Buffs proceeded to Edinburgh, where they
joined the Duke of Cumberland's army which
as stated above, again moved to Falkirk.
Owing to severe weather the whole army was
unable to follow the rebels in their retirement
from Stirling to Inverness. The Buffs how
ever were engaged in the pursuit as far as
Perth, whence detachments were pushed
forward in several directions. On the 20th
February the march was resumed and the
main body arrived at Aberdeen, where bad
weather caused another halt to be made. On
the 8th April, the Duke was able to move
forward and, crossing the river Spey to the
surprise of the Highlanders, he encamped at
Nairn.
On the 15th April, the birthday of the Duke
of Cumberland, the rebels decided on a surprise
attack by night. The march was badly
planned ; columns failed
to keep their
distance ; and in consequence delays and
confusion followed. Towards dawn they were
still three miles from Nairn and the order to
retreat was given. Weary and halfstarved
the clansmen turned about and stumbled back

To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
,
.
It may be of interest to some of your readers
to know that in the " Battle of the Soinme 'j film, now
appearing in London, there is a photo of "C Company
of the 7th Battalion, The Buffs. This was taken on
the afternoon of June 30th, 1910, just as tbey were
going up to the assembly trenches. The Company
appears drawn up in a street in Bray with the Company
Commander (which post I had the honour to occupy
at the time), standing on the steps of a house reading
out a message from the Brigadier. Although the
picture is only shown for a very short time, some of
the men in the ranks are easily recognisable.
At 33 Palace Garden Terrace,
I V!ncalT'
Kensington, S.W.
Yours faithfully,
GEO FEREV M. I AIT.

War Medals.
Over 13 Millions Distributed.
It is officially stated that during the past twelve
months, 51,513 medals have been issued by the War
Office and that the total number issued since 1920 is
13,466,821, the details being as follows:—
1 Q 1 A Cfnrc
,,,
...
J60,622
1914/15 Stars'"
'.
2,078,183
British War Medals ...
...

o,o70,1Y4
Victory Medals
5,126,403
Territorial War Medals
ffoTi
Military Medals
150,241
Distinguished Conduct Medals
...
33,loJ
Meritorious Service Medals ...

29,49J
Many medals yet remain to be distributed, because
the addresses of those entitled to them are unknown ;
and applications for these medals should be made
without delay to the UnderSecretary of State, the
War Office, London, S.W. 1.

Work for Discharged Soldiers.
During August, 150 soldiers completed their courses
of training in' the Army Vocational Training Centres,
Hounslow, Aldershot " and Catterick, and were
discharged from the Army on the termination of their
Colour Service. Of this number, 115 obtained
immediate employment in civil life, the majority going
to bricklaying, carpentry and agriculture; the next
most favoured trades were boot repairing, painting and
decorating, plastering, groundsman and market
gardening. Of 32 men who were recorded in the July
returns as having 110 employment to go to 011
completion of their course, 21 have since found
employment.

opened a feeble fire and were soon dominated
by their opponents. Musketry fire
became
general and then the Highlanders repeating
their successful tactics of' Prestonpans and
Falkirk threw down their firelocks and rushed
forward with their broadswords. Charging
with reckless bravery they broke through the
front line but were checked by the fire of the
second. Unable to come to close quarters,
they threw stones for at least a minute or two
before their total route began. Within little
more than an hour from the commencement
of the battle, the broken Highlanders were
streaming from the moor, charged as they
went by the English dragoons. .Some 1,500
dead were left on the field, while the Royal
army's losses only amounted to 43 officers and
men killed and 236 wounded. The victory
was complete and the Stuart cause was lost
for ever.
Prince Charlie himself escaped to the
highlands. With a price of £30,000 on his
head, he wandered from place to place. Never
betrayed by the Highlanders, always gay and
cheerful, he endured exhaustion and privation
until his final escape in a French ship on the
20th September.
After the battle the regiment was
encamped near Inverness and detachments
were sent out in quest of fugitives. Later
they marched into the Highlands and were
employed in searching for arms and for the
leaders in the rebellion. The rebels, when
captured, were punished with the rutlilessness
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Battles of

the Buffs,

No. 21.
FALKIRK MUIR, 17TH JANUARY, 1746; CULLODEN, 16TH APRIL, 1746.
TT will be remembered that the Pretender,
the son of King James II., had fled
again to France after the battle of Sheriff muir
and the unfortunate campaign of 1715. He
and his supporters, however, had not
abandoned hope of one day being able to seize
back the kingdom he regarded as belonging
to him. A projected invasion of England in
1744 had been given up, but the result of the
battle of Fontenoy and the English losses in
the Low Countries incited Prince Charles
Edward, son of the Old Pretender and himself
known as the Young Pretender, once again to
make the attempt. With a few followers and
a supply of arms, he sailed from France on the
3rd July, 1745, landing in Scotland on the
3rd August. Here he was joined by clansmen,
and
with some 2,500 Highlanders he
completely routed the King's troops at the
battle of Prestonpans on the 2nd October.
Prince Charles, after a short reign at Holyrood,
marched into England at the head of'5,500
men and Carlisle fell to him on the 26th
November.
The Young Pretender's arrival followed
by these victories, caused such alarm in
England that the English regiments in
Flanders were hurriedly recalled, and the
Buffs landed in the north of England in
November. The Duke of Cumberland also
returned in order to command the troops
engaged in suppressing the rebellion.
After the capture of Carlisle, Prince Charles
continued his march southward, expecting
support from the English Jacobites and also
from a promised French invasion. This
support did not materialize, and on reaching
Derby the Prince yielded to the advice of his
generals and began to retire. At this time, he
was faced by Cumberland and his army, while
I'ield Marshal Wade and a force which
included the Buffs, threatened his line of
retreat at Newcastle. The retreat was
successful, though costly ; a rearguard action
held Cumberland off at Clifton and on the
20th December the expedition recrossed into
Scotland ; but throughout the march north
wards it had been harassed by local militia and
pursuing cavalry, and stragglers had been cut
down with a completeness which foreshadowed
the ruthlessness with which the campaign was
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capturing Stirling invested the garrison in
the castle. Hawley moved forward to raise
the siege, and the two armies, each about
8,000 strong, met on Falkirk Muir on the 17th
January, 1746. The evening was a stormy
one of wind and rain, which beat into the faces
of the royal troops, nearly blinding them and
making their powder wet and useless. The
Highlanders on the other hand had the rain
on their backs and were in consequence able
both to protect the powder while loading and
also to see to aim. The Royal army was
formed in two lines with the Buffs in column
behind the right, and the first line advanced
to attack just before four o'clock. Unable to
see and unable to fire, they were soon soaked
through and became disheartened, and several
regiments on the left faced about and retreated
in confusion. The 4th, 14th, and 48th regi
ments, however, stood firm, though the battle
was going against the King's army and their
overthrow seemed inevitable. The Buffs also
were to be seen at their station on some low
ground behind the right standing "firm as
the rocks of their own native shore," and they
became the rallying point where detachments
from other corps assembled. MajorGeneral
Iiuske then took command of the Buffs
and the three regiments mentioned above and
made a resolute stand against the enemy.
The rain had lessened though the wind
was still high, and night was approaching,
when the Highlanders with shouts and yells
attacked this force. General Huske ordered
the front rank to kneel and hold its fire until
the enemy was within reach of its bayonets,
and when the Highlanders came within musket
shot, the centre and rear ranks sent forth such
a hail of bullets that the ground was strewn
with bodies and the remainder shrank back
and were driven up the hill. A few individual
encounters took place but the rebel army
had retreated out of sight, and soon no enemy
were to be seen. It was now dark ; the men
were soaked through ; the remainder of the
army had retired, and so General Huske with
drew from the moor. The rebels claimed the
victory, though their losses in men were
greater than those of General Hawley's force,
and this second victory over the King's army
caused great alarm in England. The Young
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Round and About.
INSTEAD
OF THE
WEATHER,

Those who are accustomed to read these
notes, either because they are quartered
in some outlandish spot and hope to
find in them something about the
great, gay, glittering world, or because they once knew
the writer and hope to find some evidence of his present
mental condition—anyway, those who read these notes,
as I said before the parenthesis, might have observed
a tendency to refer to the weather. Let me tell tliem
at once "that this month there shall be no such
reference. A greater distraction has intervened. It is
a really magnificent, sixcylinder, aircooled, 1927
model coldinthehead. I defy anyone who has such
to be more than perfunctorily interested in what the
climate is doing or indeed, what anyone or anything
else is doing. Nevertheless, I have these notes to write
and so
*

*

*

*

THE
I read with something approaching awe
MOTOR SHOW, that the hotels of London are full to
capacity because of the Motor Show.
Of course I knSw that we live in a motor age and that
a decent, healthyminded citizen is considered to be
wanting in the social sense if he does not, every night,
put at least a Baby Austin to bed in a sort of scooped
out place under or by his house. What amazes me is
that thousands upon thousands of people should come
from those dim distant savage parts of England known
vaguely as " the Provinces " just because Olympia
has been turned into a car park for a fortnight or so.
When I have expressed this astonishment to any of
my mechanical minded friends, I have always been
assured that the best way to choose a motor car is to
go to Olympia and look at ten thousand. I must admit
that I find motors extremely useful at times, but—and
here is a heresy for you—I have never, even during
occasional bouts of malarial fever, desired to possess
one. I suppose there must be a few—say twenty or
thirty—persons in England who are like myself. Now,
I believe that motorists have Clubs or Associations
which exist chiefly because they provide scouts on the
roads who punctiliously render grave military salutes
to those whose machines bear the badge of the Club
or what not. Well, I feel that we—I mean the twenty
or thirty of us—ought to form a nonAutomile
Association—or, for short, a " Nortomobile Club."

Canterbury and so on. Add to this some very
charming young ladies whose age seems to preclude
the possibility of their having participated in the war,
dressed as by Mr. Clarkson, carrying banners. Well,
well, it takes all sorts to make a world, but it seems
to me that if you have spent four or five
years
in uniform, a suit of civvies with medals pinned on to
the jacket meets the case fairly well on commemorative
occasions.
*

*

*

*

Ax OI.D
BOOK.

Out of a Public Library came to me the
other day a story that I first read when
at school, and much pleasure came to
me in the rereading. The book is The Girondin by
Hilaire Belloc. The story concerns the adventures
of a welltodo young man in the year 1792 in France
and gives a most interesting picture of life in the ranks
of the Revolutionary Army. It makes one feel that if
the author ever thought of writing a really good
" thriller " he could do' it far better than many of the
manufacturers of such tales. The versatility of Mr.
Belloc is a constant wonder and nothing that he writes
is uninteresting, and most of it is of a very high level
of prose. I recommend The Girondin to any who like
an unusual story told with skill. Mr. Belloc served
in the French Army as a conscript as a young man and
knows what he is writing about.

R e c o r d s o f O t h e r R e g i m e n t s — continued from p. 767.
The 1st Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers were
in India in 1914. As part of the 29th Division, they
fought in Gallipoli, and, later, in France and Belgium,
being transferred to the 36th (Ulster) Division in
February, 1918. FieldMarshal Sir Douglas Haig,
in his Despatch dated 20th July, 1918, describing the
" Break Through " at St. Quentin during the German
offensive, said :—" In this fighting
the action of the
1st Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (36th
Division) deserves 'special mention. This battalion
held a redoubt in the forward zone near Fontaine
lesClercs throughout the whole of the first day of the
battle, and, on the following day, after the troops on
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THE ROYAL INN !SK ILLING FUSILIERS.
BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—The Sphinx, super
scribed " Egypt," " Martinique,1762," " Havannah"
" St. Lucia, 1778, 1796," " Maida," " Badajoz,"
" Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle,"
" Orthes," " Toulouse," " Peninsula," " Waterloo,"
" South Africa, 1S35, 184647," " Central India,"
" Relief of Ladysmitli," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Le Cateau," " Somme,
1916, '18," " Ypres, 1917, MS," "St. Quentin,"
" Hindenberg Line," " France and Flanders,
1914M8," " Macedonia, 1915M7," " Landing at
Helles," " Gallipoli, 1915M6," " Palestine, 1917
18."
The 1st Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, who
are shortly leaving Shorncliffe to return to their native
Northern Ireland, represent the dismounted portion
of the force which so gallantly defended the town of
Enniskillen (or, as the War Office prefers to spell it,
Inniskilling) on behalf of King William III. in 1689.
The cavalry of the Inniskilling Forces is now
represented in the British Army by the 5th Inniskilling
Dragoon Guards. Both regiments wear as a badge
" The Castle of Inniskilling with St. George's Colours
flying," and the word " Inniskilling above. On the
Dragoons' badge the middle tower is lower than the
others ; but the castle on the Fusiliers' badge shows
the middle tower as the highest of the three.
The 27th Inniskillings did their first fighting
against
the J acobites in Ireland; by their later services
against the Scottish Jacobites in the rebellions of 1715
and 1745 they earned the badge of the White Horse of
Hanover now borne upon the Colours. The regiment
has seen a great deal of service in North America and
the West Indies, being the only regiment entitled to
bear the Battle Honour ' St. Lucia ' with two dates,
1778 and. 1796. The capture of Morne Fortunee, the
citadel of St. Lucia, on 24th May, 1796, was a
feat which earned great praise for the regiment. The
British commander, Sir Ralph Abercromby, ordered
that " in recognition of the steady and intrepid bearing
of the regiment " the French garrison should lay down
their arms in front of the 27tli, whose King's Colour
was to be displayed upon the flagstaff for one hour
before the hoisting of the Union Jack.
The battle of Waterloo is remembered with especial
pride by the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, for the
stubborn endurance of the 27th on that most famous
battlefield, won praise from friend and foe alike. The
Duke of Wellington said " They saved my centre at
Waterloo," while there is a tradition that the Emperor

Napoleon remarked to one of his staff " That regiment
with castles on their caps is composed of the most
obstinate mules I ever saw ; they don't know when
they are beaten !" Another eyewitness, a British
officer, who may be considered as an unprejudiced
observer, since he only saw the 27th Regiment once
in his lifetime, and that was in action on the field of
Waterloo, wrote : " If ever the Soveriegn should give
this fine old regiment, the Inniskilling Foot, a motto,
let it be " Muzzle to Muzzle," or something descriptive
of their efforts on this occasion." The official motto
of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers is ' Nee Aspera
Terrent ' (Nor do difficulties deter), the motto of the
Royal House of Hanover, introduced by King
George I. ; but the " Fighting Seventh" battalion
of the regiment during the Great War adopted
(unofficially) a more definitely Irish motto, " Every
where and always faithful," the motto of the celebrated
Irish Brigade which was in the French service during
the eighteenth century.
The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers are now a single
battalion corps, linked for draft finding purposes with
The Royal Irish Fusiliers (Princess Victoria's). The
2nd Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, raised in
1854 as the Honourable Fast India Company's 3rd
Madras Europeans, afterwards becoming Her Majesty's
108th (Madras Infantry) Regiment, was disbanded at
Portland in 1922, having seen active service in the
Tirah Campaign, the South African War and the Great
War (France and Flanders, 191418).
The 27th and 108th, together with the Royal
Tyrone Fusiliers (the senior Militia Fusilier unit), the
Fermanagh and the Donegal Militia were united under
their new title of The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers on
1st July, 1881. Prior to that date, the two regular
battalions had worn spiked helmets, as ordinary line
regiments, the 27th having facings of pale buff and
the 108th of pale yellow. Bearskin caps and blue
facings were adopted on becoming a ' Royal ' and
' Fusilier' corps. At the close of the South African
War they were permitted to wear freuch grey plumes
in their headdress. Both the regular battalions fought
in the Boer War, the 1st Battalion distinguishing
themselves at Pieter's Hill, during the operations
leading up to the Relief of Ladysmitli.
For many years the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
were the only regiment using the old Irish warpipes,
which have since been adopted by all other Irish
infantry regiments. The Inniskilling pipers wear
a special uniform of Athol Grey, with royal blue facings
and silver braid ; the kilts are saffron coloured, of the
ancient Irish pattern, with a badgerskin bag hanging
in front thereof.
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
/TTNUTES of the 71st meeting of the Regimental
IVI Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held in
London on the 5th October at the Naval and Military
Club, at 10.30 a.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.I! ,
(in the Chair).
Lt.Colonels L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., MX., and R. S. I.
Friend, D.S.O.
Majors R. C. Norman, F. W. Tomlinson and J. V. R.
Jackson.
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—With reference to the
letter received from the Trocadero Restaurant
regarding the Dragon Club Dinner, 1928, the Secretary
was instructed to ask for a tender in connection with
this Dinner and particulars regarding the accommo
dation available for it; also the question of the Past
and Present Association Dinner being held at the
Trocadero Restaurant next year to be raised at
the same time.
CANTERBURY
CRICKET
WEEK
CLUB.—With
reference to Captain Baird's proposal that Rules should
be printed in connection with this Club, the Committee
was of opinion that the expense incurred did not appear
justified.
ROYAL SCHOOL EOR THE DAUGHTERS OE OFFICERS.—
With reference to the suggestion received from the
1st Battalion that subscriptions to this School should
in future be made by the Regimental Committee ; the
.Secretary was instructed to ascertain and report at the
next meeting the rate of subscriptions made by
Battalions and the number of votes they were thereby
entitled to.
Past and Present Association.
ANNUAL REPORT.—A draft Annual Report for the
period 1st April, 1926, to 31st March, 1927, was
considered and with certain amendments approved.
BRANCH REPRESENTATION ON EXECUTIVE COM
MITTEE.—The following proposal was approved :—
" that recognised Branches of the Associations should
he invited to nominate a member of their respective
Branches to represent them when desired at Executive
Committee meetings, to put forward any proposals from
the Branch concerned, for the consideration of the
Executive Committee.
AREA REPRESENTATIVE.—It was decided that
Lt.Col. E. B. Burns should be invited to become Area
Representative for the Maidstone Area, vice Brig.
General Wliitacre Allen, who has left that district.
FINANCE.—The following appeals were considered :
[а) Mr.
. The Secretary was authorised to grant
this man a loan not exceeding £6, if considered
really necessary.
(б) The appeal for a loan from Mr.
was not
approved.
(c) A grant of £5 to Mrs.
, widow of the late
Pte.
to assist her in paying funeral expenses
was approved.

PAST AND PRESENT DINNER.—(«) It was decided
the following toasts should be proposed by the
Chairman, MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, at the
Past and Present Association Dinner on the 2nd inst.
H.M. The King ; The King of Denmark ; General
Sir Arthur Paget.
(b) Owing to the 2nd Battalion Band having been sent
on leave, it was regretted that no band would
be available for the Dinner this year and
consequently it would not be advisable for the
colours to be present.
(c) The question of nonmembers of the Association
attending the Dinner was considered, and it
was agreed that after this year, nonmembers
wishing to attend should pay 2/6 extra. It was
further decided that only under exceptional
circumstances should anyone other than a Bull
be present at this Reunion.
(d) Officers' Dress.—It was decided that tail coats and
decorations should be worn.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—It was decided that
the next Committee meeting should be held at the
Depot on Sunday, 6th November, at 5 p.m.
DISBURSEMENTS.
Sept. 19. Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
M Grant
23. Grant
Grant
Grant
M Grant
Grant
26. Grant
27. Grant
29. Grant
Grant
30. Grant
Oct. 7. Grant
Grant
8. Grant
10. Grant
Grant.
12. Grant
14. Loan
Grant
17. Grant
.. Grant

£ s. d.
...
...

...
...
...
...

...
...
...

DONATIONS.
Captain S. B. Donald
Captain J . Enright
Mr. G. Dunk
Major E. G. Wastall

...

l
3
3
3
2
1
0
1
1
4
2
1
1
0
1
0
0
1
0
1
5
1
4
0
1
1

£

0
0
0
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
0
5
10
0
10
10
0
4
10
0
0
0
10
0
10

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

s. d.
8 0
2 0
2 0
1 0

NEW MEMBERS.
Mr. W. J. M. Cornelius, Mr. J. Keefe, Mr. C. W.
Everett, Mr. H. Perry, Mr. A. J. Rudd, Mr. P. Malone,
Mr. L. V. Carter, Mr. I). Barnett, Mr. H. Heylin, Mr.
E. W. Tong, Mr. C. J. Hill, Mr. T. F. Peters, Mr. 8.
Deal, Mr. W. Hammond, Mr. A. B. Darvall, Mr. W.
Harris, Mr. P. H. Wall, Mr. L. G. Cole, Mr. G. Black
man, Mr. D. H. Clarke, Mr. A. Hukins, Mr. H. Lansdell,
Mr. C. Atkins, Mr. J. M. Gadd, Mr. A. II. Charlton,
Mr. B. Welch, Mr. C. Welch, Mr. R. Joyce, Mr. R. S.
Wigg, Mr. H. Hobday, Mr. R. Butcher.
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Annual Meeting and Dinner.
rpHE Annual Meeting ancl Dinner of The Association
1
took place at the Baltic House Restaurant,
Deadenhall Street, on the 22nd ultimo.
In the unavoidable absence of MajorGeneral Sir
Guy Bainbridge, owing to an attack of influenza, the
Chair at the meeting was taken by Lieut.Colonel
R. S. I. Friend, and at the dinner by MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell. The Report as published
below and the Balance Sheets as published in the July
Dragon were approved. A proposal by the London
Branch to the effect that the title of the Association
should be altered to " The Buffs' Regimental
Association " was carried by 39 votes to 8, but in
consequence of the small numbers voting other than
the London Branch, it is improbable that any change
will be made pending further consideration, it being
understood that the proposers are agreeable to such
re consideration.
A total of 231 attended the dinner.
The following toasts were proposed by the
Chairman : H.M. The King, The King of Denmark
and General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget.
Messages as uuder were received during the
evening :—
From General Sir Arthur Paget :—
" I send my greetings from the South of France
to Past and Present Comrades of The Buffs and
very best wishes for a pleasant and cheery dinner."
From Colonel John A. Cooper (from Toronto).
" Greetings to Association from Canadian
Buffs."
Prom the Ashford Branch :—
" Best wishes for a pleasant evening, from
the Ashford Branch : Cowell, Secretary."
General Sir Arthur Paget sent 250 cigars which were
very much appreciated by all.
The Dinner was most successful, and Messrs. Slaters
are to be congratulated both as regards menu,
attendance and the arrangements generally. The
Staff worked splendidly and there was never the
slightest delay in obtaining anything required.
The following were present:—
Messrs. Addy, E. C. Ainge, G. H. Austin, C. Atkins,
Adams, Ambrose, Sir A. LyndenBell, P. T. G. Lynden
Bell, Bropliy, Burton, T. G. Bax, W. Barr, H. Bersey,
R. H. Blacker, Barton, E. B. Burns, G. H. Blackmail,
W. H. Beale, Sen., W. H. Beale, H. E. Barbara, H. T.
Burt, A. Barton, G. Bennett, F. Bowyer, E. L. Bolton,
E. A. Bailie, C. Burden, H. Bailey, Brown, E. E. Bush,
R. Butcher, M. Beevor, Bartlett, C. Cains, T. Cook,
G. Coley, A. C. Cheeseman, F. Clay, W. H. Clarke,
D. H. Clarke, H. Chamberlain, F. R. Cook, E. Clinton,
L. V. Carter, E. A. Carter, G. Cooper, W. G. Coaster,
C. Crane, Coade, F. Crook, A. Camion, H. Cruse, R. de
Quincey Child, S. B. Donald, J. S. Durham, R. S. Dore,
F. Mainwaring Duustan, C. P. Dunker, A. Donlery,
G. T. Daltou, J. W. Davis, Drake, N. Daniel,
N. Daltou, A. B. Darvall, E. S. Dixon, R. Diamond,
J. E. Enright, A. Eyre, T. Evans, Elvery, F. W.
Emerson, H. Fiudlay, R. S. I. Friend, F. W. Foster,
W. R. Findlay, R. Fagg, H. Francis, B. Field, J. M.
Gadd, A. E. Grant, L. Goodsell, A. Gilbert, A. Gunston,
M. Game, J. Gower, A. Goodwin, F. C. Hearn, C. Hill,
G. F. Hamilton, M. Hallein, J. Holman, F. A. Harrison,
Hardiman, Hale, H. P. Hoskyn, T. F. Harrington,
A. Hukins, J. J. Hillier, Hall, G. F. Hayues, E. A.
Hart, A. Harwood, J. Hanson, Hammond, C. B.
Hewitt, Hudson, W. Harris, E. G. Huxter, E. Foster
Hall, G. F. Ings, H. G. James,II. Jacobs, W. G. Jones,
J. G. Johns, W. G. Jones, J. Kemp, F. H. Keeler,
J. E. M. Knight, C. Kimber, J. Kelsey, T. Keble,
Kennings, C. R. B. Knight, W. E. Kennett, A. Kettle,
H. Knocker, W. D. Knatchbull, King, G. Lee,
G. Leliane, F. S. M. Lancaster, H. gLansdell, H.
Lingliam, Littlewood, E. W. Lamb, F. Lloyd,

H. de R. Morgan, V. McMahon, A. M. Man, V.
Marcliant, H. May, II. Minter, F. G. Mossett, W. K.
Martin, F. Mullinger, E. Marsh, E Nicliolls, V. N. Moss,
II. Norris, G. E. Owen, Oakes, O'Dell, A. W. Pitch,
T. N. Penlington, Potter, G. W. Peacock, J. Penu,
II. W. Port, Price, J. R. Parry, A. S. Peters, W. Payne,
T. F. Peters, A. Phillips, R. F. Parry, A. Roullier,
W. Richardson, L. T. Rye, Riswell, Richardson,
H. I'. P. Robertson, Ricketts, E G. Sharp, E. Smith,
P. Sherring, C. W. Spiers, Sidwell, II. Shorter, J. R.
Stone, G. P. Scott, R. Smith, A. Smith, Strand,
F. Shilling, R. Setterfiekl, J. G. Sparke, W. T. Stone,
A. F. Slender, J. A. Sayer, C. S. Shoobridge, C. Smith,
W. G. Taylor, F. W. Tomliuson, S. Toms, Tong, W. II.
Tozer, A. F. Thornton, T. Tutt, V. Tutt, H. Thompson,
J. Tyrell, Tolhurst, Twyman, E. Vincent, C. Vaughan,
P. C. Verlander, Wilkins, W. Wilkin, H. Webb, E.
Wade, C. Welch, B. Welch, E. Watts, L. Wycr, A. E.
Warren, S. Wilson, II. P. Williams, C. J. Wood,
A. Yates and P. H. Young.
London Branch.

The ninth meeting of the above Branch took place at the Windsor
Castle Hotel on Saturday,
October, 1927. Captain J. K. Knright
was in the Chair. The Minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed. Correspondence included a letter from General Sir Arthur
LyndenBell and was much appreciated.
It was proposed to hold a Indies' Night some time in the new year
and a subcommittee was appointed to deal with this matter. During
the evening the Branch telephoned a message of greeting to the 4th
Battalion at Canterbury on the occasion of their Annual Dinner.
The question of a Branch representative to attend the meetings of the
Executive Committee when required, provoked great interest. It
was eventually decided that the Chairman should attend, with power
to delegate a deputy. During this discussion the Chairman vacated
the Chair, which was taken by Captain D. S. Donald, the ViceChair
man.
It was proposed that a march should be made and a wreath laid on
the Cenotaph in memory of fallen members of the Regiment. This
proposition raised several amendments. Captain Enright gave his
views of the matter and, although in entire sympathy with the project,
considered it should be discussed by the Branch Committee first and it
will be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting, after he
had obtained the opinion of the Executive Committee.

BRANCH NOTES.

A vcrv fine meeting. Benny Cook, Paddy Walsh and several new
members' to welcome. All present wore sprigs of white heather.
Many dinner tickets were disposed of and what with new members
our hardworking Hon. Secretary had a busy time.
J .E.

6TII BATTALION (LONDON BRANCH NOTES).

Mv word ! What a crowd we are getting. We shall soon have
more than the 7th Battalion. Ernie Carter, Scott and several others
did not escape notice. Who had the most casualties ? Read the
Regimental History.
E.C.

7TH BATTALION (LONDON BRANCH NOTES).

It came to the notice of a good many in last month's copy the
mention of the hard work done by the 7th at Poeleappelle in 1917.
How well they upheld the traditions of the Regiment to earn the title
of " The Shiny Seventh."
There were glad faces at the last meeting. Sitting by the door
were Charlie Hills, Tom Peters, Darby, Ernie Haxter and Will Daniels.
I hear that Ercddv Head and Jack Inge are taking the two spare chairs
that were observed, at the next meeting. How will Musscllop and
Tom Bolo go then ?
J ^  DAVIS.

Ashford Branch.

The usual monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel on 8th
October with Mr. G. Carley in the Chair and Mr. J. King, ViceChair
man
The meeting was opened with a two minutes' silence for our
late comrade, Mr. II. Crouch. The Minutes were read by the Secretary
and passed. Letters of apologies and correspondence from the London
Branch were read bv the ViceChairman. The letters of apology were
from Colonel Findlay, Captain Dampier Palmer and Captain Cook.
We were sorry that owing to illhealth, Colonel Findlay was unable
l° We wereS.ill pleased to have Sir Arthur LyndenBell with us and
Colonel Body. Both spoke of the excellent work being done by our
Branch.
.
...
,
Sir Arthur complimented us on having such a large gathering and
he hoped we should still continue our membership. We hope that the
heather Sir Arthur brought us will bring us still better luck in the
near future. Colonel Bodv proposed the health of Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell, which was drank with musical honours. We sincerely hope we
shall have the pleasure of seeing them both again. Oil Sir Arthur
and Colonel Bodv leaving, our pianist played the regimental march.
A most enjoyable programme was enjoyed by all. The following
contributed to the harmony : Mr. Court, Clifford, Waghorne, Huntley,
'King Cole', Wood, Williams, Blackford, Havward and others. The
accompaniest was Mr. Dean.
, „
,,
\ most enjovable evening ended about 9.to p.m. with the King.

F. COWELL,

Secretary.

774
a shortage of caddies was filled from volunteers from
the trained men at the Depot, and right nobly did they
do their work, even to the extent of offering advice to
those participating. For instance, one of our members
who beseeched his caddy from the Depot to watch the
flight of a badly sliced tee shot, was met with the
response : " A bit too much foresight, I think, Sir."
It was a great day, and here are the full residts :—

THE LYNDENBELL TROPHY.
Capt. B. Hammond Davies
... 1 up
Col. W. H. Trevor ...
...
... 1 up

Lieut. F. G. Crozier
O. F. Falk
Capt. J . V. Hitchcock
...
...
...
H. F. Whitfield
Capt. H. de R. Morgan
C. J. Watson
...
Capt. W. C. Lamarque
...
...
...
Capt. C. E Clouting
...
...
...
M. Creswiek ...
...
...
...
...
I,ieut. J. E. King
Major J. V. R. Jackson
Lieut.Colonel F. B. Dyne ...
...
...
Major B. H. Russell
Capt. C. E. A. Terry
...
...
...
A. W. Twyman
...
...
Capt. G. Hamilton
...
...
Col. J. Body ...
...
...
Lieut.Col. L W. Lucas
W. C. Collins
Major F. S. Reeves ...
...
...
...
Major Eric Clarke ...
Major A. B. Thomson
...
...
...
Capt. J.Turk
...
...
...
...
Major F. O. Marchant
...
...
...
L. B. Watson
...
...
SWEEPSTAKES :—£4 2s. Od.—equally divided.

All square
All square
1 down
1
2
„
2
,,
2
„
2
,,
2
,,
3
„
4
4
,,
5
5
„
(5
„
7
„
7
„
8
,,
8
„
8
„
8
„
10
„
10
,,
10
„
10
,,

BOGEY FOURSOMES.
Bourne and Thomson
...
...
Crozier and Newton Moss ...
...

Body and Elliot
HammondDavies and Black
...
Howard Reed and Clouting
...
Hamilton and C. J. Watson
Russell and Collins
Jackson and Falk
...
...
...
Lamarque and Turk
...
...
Penlington and Trevor
Creswiek and Terry ...
Goodall and Twyman
Marchant and LB. Watson
Dyne and Clarke
King and Lucas
...
...
...
SWEEPSTAKES :—Winners
£1 17s. 4d.:
equally divided. Total, £2 18s. Od.

The Buffs.
Major C. K. Black
...
... 0
A. II. Goodall
0
M. Creswiek, halved ...
... 0
Col. W. H. Trevor
0
R. M. Bourne ...
...
... 0
Capt. C. E. A. Terry, 6 & 5 ... 1
Capt. B. HammondDavies ... 0
Lt. J. E. King, 3 & 2
1
Lt.Col. F. B. Dvne, 6 & 5 ... 1
C.J.Watson £
0
Major J. V. R. Jackson, 3 & 1
1
Capt. A. Howard Reed, 3 & 2
1
Capt. V. Newton Moss
... 0
Major F. O. Marchant, 2 & 1
1
Total

1 up
2 down

2 down
2
„
3
„
3
„
...
4
,,
...
4
,,
...
4
„
...
5
„
...
6
„
...
6
,,
10
„
10
„
...
11
,,
Runners-up :—18s. Od.

...
...

BEST GROSS 36 HOLES.
R. M. Bourne...
...
...
... 85+83 = 168
SENIOR MEDAL.
Capt. B. HammoudDavies
Col. W. II. Trevor ...
SWEEPSTAKES :—
Winner
Runnerup

83—10 =
82—6
=
£ s. d.
2 17 4

73
76

...

£4

6

0

JUNIOR MEDAL.
97—18 =
98—18 =

Maj. B. H. Russell
Capt. G. Ilamiltou
SWEEPSTAKES :—
Winner
Runnerup

79
80

£ s. d.
2 0 0

10 0
Total

...

£3

BEST LAST NINE HOLES.
... 41—5
Capt. B. HammondDavies
... 42—5
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne ...

0

0

=
=

6

Total

FOURSOMES.
Black and Goodall, 1 up
... 1 Grant and Brooke Hunt
Creswiek and Trevor ...
... 0 Scales and Worth
Bourne and Terry, halved
... 0 Worthing and Hubble
llammondDavies ft King, 5 & 4 1 Goodsoti and Barlow ...
Morris and Murphy, 5 ft 4 ...
Dyne and Watson
Godfrey and Robertson
Jackson and Reed, 1 up
Moss and Marchant ...
Williamson and Ilickman, 2 & I
Final Result

The Dragon Motor Mascot.
THE MASCOT IS NOW READY.
All those who have put their names on the
list are requested to kindly forward to Captain
Robert Child, at their earliest convenience,
cheque or postal orders for 28/, which includes
postage.

Our Contemporaries.

18 8

Total

Mr. Douglas Grant's side.
Douglas Grant, 5 & 4
T. R. Worthing, 2 up
Lt.Col. .Scales, halved
F. Worth, 7 & 5
M. F. Ramsay, 2 up ...
L. A. Hubble
F. C. Brooke Hunt, 2 & I
F. Barlow
S. G. Goodsou
J . Robertson, 7 ft 6 ...
C. F. Murphy
A. II. Godfrey
C. C. Williamson, 4 & 2
Major G. D. Hickman

36
37

AT CANTERBURY.
Owing to an unfortunate misunderstanding having
led to the cancellation of the match v. Deal, it looked
as if the third day of the meeting would have to be
a blank one, but Mr. Douglas Grant very kindly offered
to raise a side and fill the gap, with the result that
a closely contested and very cheery match took place
over the Canterbury course, on Friday, October 21st,
the committee and members of that Club having
generously offered the Society the courtesy of their
green for the day. A feature of this match was that

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Oak Tree."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" The Bugle."
" On the March."
" The Gunner."
" Aldershot Command .Sports News."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" British Legion Journal."
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Cabar Feidli."
" The Iron Duke."
" The Ypres Times."
" The Sapper."
" The Tiger and the Sphinx."
" Journal of the Honourable Artillery Company."
" FaugliaBallagh."
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Annual Report, 1st April, 1926, to 31st March, 1927.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
During the period the Committee lias held eleven meetings, the greater part of
the business transacted at these meetings has been published in The Dragon.
The innovation of holding one meeting quarterly in Loudon has proved a success,
facilitating as it does, the attendance of the Chairman, a representative of the
2nd Battalion and Major E. W. Tomlinson.
General Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel of the Regiment, has nominated MajorGeneral
Sir Guy Bainbridge to continue in office as Chairman of the new committee, for a further
twelve months and Colonel R. S. I. Friend, Major F. W. Tomlinson and Major G. D.
Hickman as members in addition to the Officers Commanding the 1st and 2nd Battalions
and the Officer Commanding The Depot.
.Sir Arthur Paget and the retiring committee wish to place 011 record their
appreciation of the good work and assistance rendered by the retiring member—Major
E. C. Norman—during his period of office.

MEMBERSHIP.
The total number of new members enrolled during the period is 5 Life and
183 Ordinary, and to the end of last month an additional 81 have joined, bringing the
total membership today to 1,855, an increase of 38 over the preceding year.
The Committee is very satisfied with this increase, which would have
been considerably more but for the fact that over 200 names have been removed from
the list, consequent on their subscriptions not having been paid for 1926 or 1927.
It is mainly due to the Ashford and London Branches that the strength has been
maintained.
All will realize how difficult it is to recover these annual halfcrown subscriptions
from men scattered all over the world, and your retiring Committee is consequently of
opinion that every endeavour should be made, especially by serving officers, to
encourage men to become Life Members.
It has also been suggested that possibly the fact that The Benevolent Fund
helps not only members, but in a lesser degree nonmembers, may tend to obscure the
advantages of membership, for it is a fact that the majority of Buffs receiving assistance
from this fund are not and never have been, members of the Association.
Whether this procedure should be continued is a question that the retiring Com
mittee consider should receive very careful attention. The assistance given to non
members has been, as far as possible, on a reduced scale, but the Committee has followed
the principle that no deserving Buff should be turned away emptyhanded.

BRANCHES.
Last year's Annual Report referred to a branch of the Association which had been
established at Ashford. This Branch continues to flourish under the able guidance of
Mr. Carley, its Chairman and Mr. Cowell, its indefatigable Secretarj. Last year the
Ashford Branch had 17 members, today it has 137, all of whom are Members of the
Association.
A London Branch has now been formed and.very firmly established, with Captain
J. Enright as Chairman, Mr. Ainge Secretary and Air. Port, Treasurer.

THE DRAGON
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Annual Meeting and Dinner.

HE Annual Meeting and Dinner of The Association
took place at the Baltic House Restaurant,
Leadenhall Street, on the 22nd ultimo.
In the unavoidable absence of MajorGeneral Sir
Guy Bainbridge, owing to an attack of influenza, the
Chair at the meeting was taken by Lieut.Colonel
R. S. I. Friend, and at the dinner by MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell. The Report as published
below and the Balance Sheets as published in the July
Dragon were approved. A proposal by the London
Branch to the effect that the title of the Association
should be altered to " The Buffs' Regimental
Association " was carried by 39 votes to 8, but in
consequence of the small numbers voting other than
the London Branch, it is improbable that any change
will be made pending further consideration, it being
understood that the proposers are agreeable to such
reconsideration.
A total of 231 attended the dinner.
The following toasts were proposed by the
Chairman : II.M.' The King, The King of Denmark
and General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget.
Messages as under were received during the
evening:—
From General Sir Arthur Paget :—
" I send my greetings from the South of France
to Past and Present Comrades of The Buffs and
very best wishes for a pleasant and cheery dinner."
From Colonel John A. Cooper (from Toronto).
" Greetings to Association from Canadian
Buffs."
Prom the Ashford Branch :—
" Best wishes for a pleasant evening, from
the Ashford Branch : Cowell, Secretary."
General Sir Arthur Paget sent 250 cigars which were
very much appreciated by all.
The Dinner was most successful, and Messrs. Slaters
are to he congratulated both as regards menu,
attendance and the arrangements generally. The
Staff worked splendidly and there was never the
slightest delay in obtaining anything required.
The following were present:—
Messrs. Addy, E. C. Ainge, G. H. Austin, C. Atkins,
Adams, Ambrose, Sir A. LyndenBell, P. T. G. Lynden
Bell, Brophy, Burton, T. G. Bax, W. Barr, H. Bersey,
R. H. Blacker, Barton, F. B. Burns, G. PI, Blackmail,
W. H. Beale, Sen., W. H. Beale, H. E. Barham, H. T.
Burt, A. Barton, G. Bennett, F. Bowyer, E. L. Bolton,
F. A. Bailie, C. Burden, H. Bailey, Brown, E. E. Bush,
R. Butcher, M. Beevor, Bartlett, C. Cains, T. Cook,
G. Colcy, A. C. Cheeseman, F. Clay, W. IF Clarke,
D. PI. Clarke, H. Chamberlain, F. R. Cook, E. Clinton,
L. V. Carter, E. A. Carter, G. Cooper, W. G. Coaster,
C. Crane, Coade, F. Crook, A. Cannon, H. Cruse, R. de
Quincey Child, S. B. Donald, J. S. Durham, R. S. Dore,
F. Mainwaring Dunstan, C. P. Dunker, A. Donlery,
G. T. Daltou, J. W. Davis, Drake, N. Daniel,
N. Daltou, A. B. Darvall, E. S. Dixon, R. Diamond,
J. E. Enright, A. Eyre, T. Evans, Flvery, F. W.
Emerson, H. Findlay, R. S. I. Friend, F. W. Foster,
W. R. Findlay, R. Fagg, H. Francis, B. Field, J. M.
Gadd, A. E. Grant, L. Goodsell, A. Gilbert, A. Gunstou,
M. Game, J. Gower, A. Goodwin, F. C. Hearn, C. Hill,
G. F. Hamilton, M. Hallein, J. Holman, F. A. Harrison,
Hardiman, Hale, H. P. Hoskyn, T. F. Harrington,
A. Hukins, J. J. Hillier, Hall, G. F. Haynes, E. A.
Hart, A. Harwood, J. Hanson, Hammond, C. B.
Hewitt, Hudson, W. Harris, E. G. Huxter, E. Foster
Hall, G. F. Ings, H. G. James.H. Jacobs, W. G. Jones,
J. G. Johns, W. G. Jones, J. Kemp, F. H. Keeler,
J. E. M. Knight, C. Kimber, J. Kelsey, T. Keble,
ICennings, C. R. B. Knight, W. E. Keimett, A. Kettle,
H. Knocker, W. D. Knatchbull, King, G. Lee,
G. Leliane, F. S. M. Ivancaster, H. |Lansdell, H.
Lingham, Littlewood, E. W. Lamb, F. Lloyd,
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H. de R. Morgan, V. McMalion, A. M. Man, V.
Marchant, PI. May, H. Minter, F. G. Mossett, W. K.
Martin, F. Mullinger, E Marsh, E. Nicliolls, V. N. Moss,
H. Norris, G. E. Owen, Oakes, O'Dell, A. W. Pitch,
T. N. Penlington, Potter, G. W. Peacock, J. Penn,
H. W. Port, Price, J. R. Parry, A. S. Peters, W. Payne,
T. F. Peters, A. Phillips, R. F. Parry, A. Roullier,
W. Richardson, L. T. Rye, Riswell, Richardson,
H. P. P. Robertson, Ricketts, E. G. Sharp, E. Smith,
P. Sherring, C. W. Spiers, Sidwell, PI. Shorter, J. R.
Stone, G. P. Scott, R. Smith, A. Smith, Strand,
F. Shilling, R. Setterfield, J. G. Sparke, W. T. Stone,
A. F. Slender, J. A. Sayer, C. S. Shoobridge, C. Smith,
W. G. Taylor, P". W. Tomlinson, S. Toms, Tong, W. H.
Tozer, A. F. Thornton, T. Tutt, V. Tutt, PI. Thompson,
J. Tyrell, Tolhurst, Twyman, E. Vincent, C. Vaughan,
F. C. Verlander, Wilkins, W. Wilkin, PI. Webb, E.
Wade, C. Welch, B. Welch, E. Watts, I/. Wyer, A. E.
Warren, S. Wilson, H. P. Williams, C. J. Wood,
A. Yates and P. H. Young.
London Branch.

The ninth meeting of the above Branch took place at the Windsor
Castle Hotel on Saturday,
October, 1927. Captain J. IS. Enright
was in the Chair. The Minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed. Correspondence included a letter from General Sir Arthur
LyndenBell and was much appreciated.
It was proposed to hold a Ladies' Night some time in the new year
and a subcommittee was appointed to deal with this matter. During
the evening the Branch telephoned a message of greeting to the 4th
Battalion at Canterbury.on the occasion of their Annual Dinner.
The question of a Branch representative to attend the meetings of the
Executive Committee when required, provoked great interest. It
was eventually decided that the Chairman should attend, with power
to delegate a "deputy. During this discussion the Chairman vacated
the Chair, which was taken by Captain I). S. Donald, the ViceChair
man.
It was proposed that a march should be made and a wreath laid on
the Cenotaph in memory of fallen members of the Regiment. This
proposition raised several amendments. Captain Enright gave his
views of the matter and, although in entire sympathy with the project,
considered it should be discussed bv the Branch Committee first and it
will be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting, after he
had obtained the opinion of the Executive Committee.

BRANCH NOTES.

A very fine meeting. Benny Cook, Paddy Walsh and several new
members' to welcome. All present wore sprigs of white heather.
Manv dinner tickets were disposed of and what with new members
our hardworking Hon. Secretary had a busy time.
J .E.

6TH BATTALION (LONDON BRANCH NOTES).

My word ! What a crowd we are getting. We shall soon have
more'than the 7th Battalion. Ernie Carter, Scott and several others
did not escape notice. Who had the most casualties ? Read the
Regimental History.
EC.

7TII BATTALION (LONDON BRANCH NOTES).

It came to the notice of a good many in last month's copy the
mention of the hard work done by the 7th at Poeleappelle in 1917.
How well they upheld the traditions of the Regiment to earn the title
of " The Shiny Seventh."
There were glad faces at the last meeting. Sitting by the door
were Charlie Hills, Tom Peters, Darl.v, Ernie Baxter and Will Daniels.
I hear that Freddv Head and Jack Inge are taking the two spare chairs
that were observed, at the next meeting. How will Musseflop and
Tom Bolo go then ?
J
DAVIS.

Ashford Branch.

The usual monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel on 8th
October with Mr. G. Carley in the Chair and Mr. J. King, ViceCliair
inaii The meeting was opened with a two minutes' silence for our
late comrade, Mr. II. Crouch. The Minutes were read by the Secretary
and passed. Letters of apologies and correspondence from the London
Branch were read bv the ViceChairman. The letters of apology were
from Colonel Findlay, Captain Dampier Palmer and Captain Cook.
We were sorry that owing to illhealtli, Colonel Findlay was unable
l° \Ve wert^all pleased to have Sir Arthur LyiidcnBell with us and
Colonel Body. Both spoke of the excellent work being done by our
Branch.
,
.
,
Sir Arthur complimented us on having such a large gathering and
he hoped we should still continue our membership. We hope that the
heather Sir Arthur brought us will bring us still better luck in the
near future. Colonel Bodv proposed the health of Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell which was drank with musical honours. We sincerely hope we
Shall have the pleasure of seeing them both again. Oil Sir Arthur
and Colonel Bodv leaving, our pianist played the regimental march.
A most enjoyabie programme was enjoyed by all. The following
contributed to the harnionv : Mr. Court, Clifford, Waghorne, Huntley,
'King Cole', Wood, Williams, Blackford, Hayward and others. The
accompaniest was Mr. Dean.
A most enjoyable evening ended about 9.4a p.m. with the King.
F. COWELL,
Secretary.
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REGIMENTAL MEMORIALS.
The Buffs Memorial Panel in the chapel at Sandhurst is now completed.
Certain graves of Buffs in Ireland have been inspected by your representative
there (Colonel Steele) and the repairs recommended by him have been put in hand.
The Ypres Book of Valour is now in print.

THE DRAGON.
The circulation has been maintained. The profit for the period under review
amounted to £165 12s. 2d., a decrease of £126 2s. 2d. on the preceding year.
This decrease was due to three causes :—a large increase in the number of pages ;
increased illustrations ; and lastly a large fallingoff in advertisements consequent on
the change of Stations of both the 1st and 2nd Battalions. Recently however, the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot has obtained several new advertisements. Advertisements
from the 1st Battalion in India are, however, still negligible.
It has nevertheless, been possible to transfer the sum of £250 from The Dragon
Account to the Account of the Past and Present Association. This the Committee
consider satisfactory.
Sd. E. G. T. BAINBRIDGE,
MajorGeneral,
Chairman of Committee.

The Golfing Society at Royal St. George's.
BY MAJOR A. B. THOMSON, M.E.E.
CTOBER 19tli and 20th were the most perfect
days regarding weather that the miserable year
of 1927 has produced ; and, fortunately, these were the
days that the Royal St. George's Golf Club had allowed
the Society to use their Links for their Autumn
Meeting, and 110 less than fortysix took advantage of
their kindness. This year we were kindly given the
courtesy of the green 011 the day preceding the meeting
—as priceless a day as the two which followed—and
many were able to take advantage of this privilege.
So attractive, indeed, did it appear to some of
the less busy members, that it is understood oue party
began their morning round 011 this day at 9 a.m.,
having motored many miles.
We were welcomed 011 our arrival at St. George's
by our old friend and fellow Buff, Buggy Ward, who is
now the Secretary, and whose untiring work both 011
and oft" the course has been so much appreciated.
This year, the Headquarters of the Society, when
not on the links, was at the Bell Hotel, where some
twenty stayed. Next year, it is understood, a return
will be made to the Guilford. An innovation was
holding the annual meeting, at which thirtyeight were
present, before and not after dinner : this, of course,
may have been intended to allow members more time
for reminiscences, but we did miss the reading of the
minutes by our Secretary.

O

.ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
Prior to taking the Agenda, MajorGeneral Sir A.
Lynden Bell voiced the feelings of all members of the
Society in his speech, while presenting a gold cigarette

case to our tireless and indefatigable Secretary,
Captain Baird. And Colonel Body proposed, and
Colonel Lucas seconded a vote of thanks to General
Lynden Bell for his kind present of a trophy, as already
described in previous numbers of The Dragon.
The items 011 the Agenda did not take long, and
we were able to refute the various deprecations made
011 themselves by the VicePresident, Captain and
Hon. Secretary who, according to rule, resigned their
positions, but were speedily hustled back. Although
it was decided that the rule relating to ties should
stand, there are, I think, many who hope the last word
has not yet been said on this subject.
We then adjourned to the Dining Room, where we
immediately noticed two tilings, an enormous golf ball
set in front of the President's seat, and the beautiful
flowers.
Feeling that the latter were rather in advance
of our caravansarie idea of decorations, enquiries were
made and we found that these decorations were due
to the kindly thought of Mrs. Baird and Mrs. Bourne,
to whom our best thanks are due.
Some familiar faces were missing from the dinner,
and especially we noticed the absence of Lieut.Colonel
Burns, who telephoned during dinner and said liow
much lie regretted being absent from our meeting.
A message and good wishes were also received from
Brig.General H. I. Wliitacre Allen, who, at the last
minute, was prevented from being present, as were
also Major H. S. Hardy and Captains D. V. Coote,
F. G. C. Weare and R. Williams.
ON THE COURSE.
The first day dawned bright and clear, a perfect
example of October weather, though some pessimists
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Four hundred and fifty names are on the books of the Branch, a number of these
are not at present members of the Association, but steps are being taken to rectify this.
As at Ashford the work carried out by the London Branch is most satisfactory ;
the unemployment question is being most efficiently dealt with and since the Branch
started 44 per cent, of those applying to it for work have, been placed.
The Committee offers its sincere thanks and congratulations to these two
Branches for all the}' have done and are doing to help old Buffs, and would very much
like to see similar Branches started at Dover and Folkestone, where it is believed there
are sufficient Buffs to justify their formation.

EMPLOYMENT.
1hanks very largely to the good work of the London Branch referred to above,
the number of Buffs for whom permanent work has been found has increased
considerably, and in nearly every case those so placed have given and are giving entire
satisfaction.
Your Committee has established, with War Office approval, at Canterbury, a
Motor School where selected serving soldiers may, in the last six months of their service,
with their Commanding Officer's approval, attend a two months' course. The first
course is now running and four men from the 2nd Battalion are attending.
The Officer Commanding The Depot is also endeavouring to arrange instruction
for these men, in gardening and valeting. It is hoped that the men so trained will
have no difficulty in finding work in civil life.
[The Committee particularly request all to remember the existence of this school,
so that, should they hear of any vacancies for men so qualified, they will at once notify
the Secretary of the Association.]

FINANCE.
The Balance Sheets and Statements of Accounts were published in the July
Dragon and copies are before you now.
The Committee consider these accounts are satisfactory, but would like to see
a large increase in subscriptions to the Association Account.
It should be remembered that this Account is quite separate from others, but
pays the whole of the Association's administrative expenses—Secretary, Clerical Staff,
Postage, Stationery, etc. Its income is derived from four sources :—(a) Members'
subscriptions ; (b) Profit from The Dragon ; (c) a grant in aid from the Benevolent
Fund ; (d) Surplus income from The East Kent Soldiers' Fund.
The Committee would place on record its warm appreciation for the two legacies
recently bequeathed by Miss A. Ward and Major C. C. Cobbe ; also to Miss Kekewich
for a sum of £55 resulting from the publication "With Kekewich in Kimberley."
As regards the Benevolent Fund, a sum of £643 9s. lid. has been paid out in
grants and loans, and pensions amounting to £236 have also been paid.
Various entertainments at Canterbury, as well as a Jumble Sale, have helped to
provide the necessary funds to meet this expenditure. It is hoped that Regular
Battalions and The Depot will find it possible to revert to the practise of holding enter
tainments in aid of this fund.

THE COTTAGE HOMES.
The Homes are in good repair, and three are occupied by satisfactory tenants.
No. 1 Home has recently become vacant and applications for it are now under considera
tion.
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a shortage of caddies was filled from volunteers from
the trained men at the Depot, and right nobly did they
do their work, even to the extent of offering advice to
those participating. For instance, one of our members
who beseeched liis caddy from the Depot to watch the
flight of a badly sliced tee shot, was met with the
response : " A bit too much foresight, I think, Sir."
It was a great day, and here are the full results

THE LYNDENBELL TROPHY.
1 up
Capt. B. Hammond Davies
1 up
Col. W. H. Trevor ...

All square
All square
1 down

Lieut. E. G. Crozier ...
O. F. Falk
Capt. I V. Hitchcock
H. F. Whitfield
Capt. H. de R. Morgan
C. J. Watson
Capt. W. C. Lamarque
Capt. C. E. Clouting
M. Creswiek ...
Lieut. J. E. King
...
Major J. V. R. Jackson
Lieut.Colonel F. P>. Dyne ...
Major li. II. Russell
Capt. C. E. A. Terry
A. W. Twyman
Capt. G. Hamilton
Col. J. Body
Lieut.Col. L. W. Lucas
W. C. Collins
Major F. S. Reeves ...
Major Eric Clarke
Major A. B. Thomson
Capt. J. Turk
Major F. O. Marchant
...
L B. Watson
SWEEPSTAKES :—£4 2s. Od.—equally divided.

1
2
2

The Buffs.
Major C. K. Black
A. II. Goodall ...
...
...
M. Creswiek, halved ...
...
Col. W. II. Trevor
...
...
R. M. Bourne
Capt. C. li. A. Terry, 6 & 5 ...
Capt. B. HammondDavies ...
Lt. J. 15. King, 3 & 2
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne, 6 & 5 ...
C. J. Watson
...
Major J. V. R. Jackson, 3 & 1
Capt . A. Howard Reed, 3 & 2
Capt. V. Newton Moss
...
Major PL O. Marchant, 2 & 1

3
4
4

5
5

6
7
7

8

8

8

8

10

10

Total

10
10

BOGEY FOURSOMES.
Bourne aud Thomson
Crozier and Newton Moss ...

Body and Elliot
Hammond Davies and Black
Howard Reed and Clouting
Hamilton and C. J. Watson
Russell and Collins ...
Jackson and Falk
Lamarque and Turk
Penlington and Trevor
Creswiek and Terry ...
Goodall and Twyman
Marchant and L. B. Watson
Dyne and Clarke
King and Lucas
SWEEPSTAKES:—Winners: £1 17s. 4d.
equally divided. Total, £2 16s. Od.

„
„

2 down

„
„
„
..
»
,,

6
3

..
..

5

10
10

11

The Dragon Motor Mascot.

„
„

83—10 =
82—6

=

73
76

£ s. d.
2 17 4

...

£4

6

0

JUNIOR MEDAL.
97—18 =
98—18 =

Maj. B. H. Russell
Capt. G. Hamilton
SWEEPSTAKES :—
Winner
Runnerup

£

2

79
80

S. d.

0

0

0

0

10 0
Total

...

£3

BEST LAST NINE HOLES.
... 41—5
Capt. B. HammondDavies
... 42—5
Lt.Col. P. B. Dyne ...

=
=

THE MASCOT IS NOW READY.
All those who have put their names on the
list are requested to kindly forward to Captain
Robert Child, at their earliest convenience,
cheque or postal orders for 28/, which includes
postage.

Our Contemporaries.

18 8
Total

Total

,,

Runners-dtp :—18s. Od.

SWEEPSTAKES :—
Winner
Runnerup

6

Final Result

BEST GROSS 36 HOLES.
R. M. Bourne...
...
...
... S5+83 = 168
SENIOR MEDAL.
Capt. B. HammondDavies
Col. W. Ii. Trevor ...

Mr. Douglas Grant's side.
Douglas Grant, 5 & 4
T. R. Worthing, 2 up
Lt.Col. Scales, halved
E. Worth, 7 & 5
M. F. Ramsay, 2 up ...
I,. A. Hubble
F. C. Brooke Hunt, 2 & 1
F. Barlow
S. G. Goodsou ...
J. Robertson, 7 & 6 ...
C. F. Murphy ...
A. H. Godfrey
C. C. Williamson, 4 & 2
Major G. D. Hickman

FOURSOMES.
Ulack and Goodall, 1 up
... 1 Grant and Brooke Hunt
Creswiek and Trevor ...
... 0 Scales and Worth
Bourne and Terry, halved
... 0 Worthing and Hubble
HammondDavies & King, 5 & 4 1 Goodson and Barlow ...
Morris and Murphy, 5 & 4
Dyne and Watson
Godfrey and Robertson
Jackson and Reed, I up
Williamson and Hickman, 2 & I
Moss and Marchant ...

1 up
2 down
2
3
3
1
4
4

0
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
I
0
1
1
0
1

36
37

AT CANTERBURY.
Owing to an unfortunate misunderstanding having
led to the cancellation of the match v. Deal, it looked
as if the third day of the meeting would have to be
a blank one, but Mr. Douglas Grant very kindly offered
to raise a side and fill the gap, with the result that
ii closely contested and very cheery match took place
over the Canterbury course, on Friday, October 21st,
the committee and members of that Club having
generously offered the Society the courtesy of their
green for the day. A feature of this match was that

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Oak Tree."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" The Bugle."
" Oil the March."
" The Gunner."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" British Legion Journal."
" JYondon Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Cabar Feidh."
" The Iron Duke."
" The Ypres Times."
" The Sapper."
" The Tiger and the Sphinx."
" Journal of the Honourable Artillery Company."
" FaughaBallagh."
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The full results are given later, so everyone may
see how the various competitors performed. But we
must not omit to congratulate Captain Hammond
Davies on the consistent form he displayed, and 011 his
acquiring the two challenge trophies, the senior medal,
and the best last nine holes. Perhaps if he was not
leaving England we could reduce his handicap a little.
(C'cst fait. H.II.C.B.). Colonel W. H. Trevor also
deserves special mention 011 tieing for the Lynden Bell
Trophy, and Mr. R. M. Bourne 011 being runnerup for
the Paget Cup, and on gaining other ash trays for the
best gross score, and in the Bogey Foursomes.
Various enthusiastic members had travelled
distances up to 270 miles to attend the meeting and
not all went empty handed away. So, next year,
remember all you members of the Society who were
not present, and quite seventy were away, come to
Littlestone or Sandwich for two or three days of perfect
golf, good weather and a jolly reunion ; you will never
regret it, and will vow never to miss again—a meeting
we mean, and not the ball.
Finally, our most grateful thanks to Captain Baird
for his hard work, which enabled the meeting to go
like clockwork, to the members of the Royal
St. George's Club for allowing us to carve our various
ways through the links, to Major H. E. Ward for all
his kindness and assistance, to the Staff of the Club
for looking after us so well, to the caddies who gave
us advice and found our balls, and lastly, to the Clerk
of the Weather for providing weather according to
our desires aud not according to The
Daily
Mail forecast.
Here are the full results :—
PAGET CUP AND MEDAL COMPETITIONS,
R. M. Bourne (6)

Captain Hammond Davies,
Winner of the Paget Cup and the
Lynden Bell Trophy.

Major B. S. Collard (24)
PAGET CUP SWEEPSTAKES :—
Capt. 11. HammondDavies
R. M. Bourne
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brought changes of clothing and others set out
in mackintosh garb, while others were prepared even
with mackintosh trousers.
How can the play be described if your
correspondent's pen lias not the ready gift of a Bernard
Darwin ? So far as the golf was concerned, it was full
of brilliant shots and also it must be admitted, tolerably
full of loose, if indeed, not tragic, ones. Some
competitors complained of lumbago, others of head up,
but our Captain rejoiced in the achievement of several
' birdies,' though it is believed that he did hole out on
oue occasion with a niblick, a feat which raises the
greatest envy in your Correspondent's breast, as he
finds this art of holing out almost impossible with the
normal club, the putter.
The second day was a repetition of the most perfect
weather, but as regards golf, some improved, others
deteriorated, and some made no improvement at all.
However, we were all happy, so what did it matter ?

Lieut. J. E. King (9)
Colonel VV. 11. Trevor (6)
Gilbert Elliot (7)
Capt. C. E. Clouting (10)
Lt. E. G. Crozier (10)
Major C. K. Black (3)
Lieut.Colonel F. B. Dyne (10)
Capt. G. Hamilton (18)
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (6)
M. Creswiek (5)
Capt. II. de R. Morgan (10) ...
Major B. II. Russell (18)
O. F. Falk (9)
Major F. S. Reeves (14)
Capt. W. C. Lamarque (5)
Major A. B. Thomson (18)
Major J. V. R. Jackson (11) ...
L B. Watson (22)
Capt. A. Howard Read (11) ...
C. J. Watson (10)
Col. H. Findlay (16)
W. C. Collins (9)
Major Eric Clarke (22)
Capt. V. Newton Moss (18) ...
A. W. Twyman (15)
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock (10) ...
H. F. Whitfield (4)
Capt. J. Turk (8)
Col. J. Body (17)
Lieut.Col. L. W. Lucas (24) ...
Capt. Dampicr Palmer (18) ...
Brig.General R. McDouall (18)
Lieut.Col. C. E. Baylies (20)
Major F. O. Marchant (24) ...
Major G. D. Hickman (24) ...
R. E. Knocker (24)
Capt. W. V. S. Sinclair (16) ...
A. H. Goodall (4)
Lieut. T. N. Penlington (IS) ...

,(10)

Others present, but who did not take out cards,
were Major H. E. Ward, Capt. R. de Q. Child and
Captain H. H. C. Baird.
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The 1st Battalion.

HE month has passed
like all the other
months of the hot weather,
with but little of interest
to distinguish it, but we all
agree that it has proved
more congenial than its
predecessors.
The rains
have stopped temporarily
at any rate, a more or less
cool breeze has sprung up
and one's evening exercise
can be thoroughly enjoyed.
Polo has restarted,
this time for a longer period
than before, we hope. The
Buffs contingent at the moment consists of
Majors Crookenden, Hart, Mr. Fox, Mr. Coates
and Mr. Boucher, but with Captains Wilkins
and Tuke back from leave, this number will
shortly be augmented. As a large proportion
of the ponies are in the process of being
" made " the chukkers have up to now been
slow, but steady progress has been made and
soon we shall all be enjoying fast chukkers
on one of the best grounds in this part of
India.
We are unable to record great successes on
the part of our Boxing or Football Teams
from Mussoorie and Simla respectively, the
former having been beaten in the second round
by the ultimate winners of the Tournament,
The Seaforth Highlanders, and the latter by
the R.A.O.C. in the first round. However though
beaten in neither case were we disgraced,and both
teams will benefit by their journeys and will know
the standard of opponent they are up against
in future. But new blood is badly needed
and we hope that the forthcoming Harris
vShield Competitions will produce some " white
hopes " for next year's Competitions.
The InterPlatoon Competitions, which
have been held during the hot weather have
proved an unqualified success. Exercise
is an essential factor of good health in this
country and in this respect at least they have
proved their worth. In India it is of far
greater value to have a Battalion which can
turn out three hundred men to games than
one which relies for its success 011 thirty
brilliant athletes.
Our lack of success at Mussoorie has been
partly recompensed by a telegram from
Ranikhet, which told us that our Detach
ment there had for the second time this hot

weather
won
the
InterDepot
Boxing
Competition. We offer our sincerest con
gratulations to them 011 their success, which is
all the more praiseworthy in view of the fact
that they had three of their " stars " away
at Mussoorie.
Captains Wilkins and Tuke and Mr. Fox
have returned from leave, the former with
Mrs. Wilkins, to whom we offer a warm
welcome with the sincere wish that she will
have a really enjoyable stay in Bareilly.
Some say that Captain Tuke lias aged, but
then, picking oranges and washing up must
both be exhausting pastimes. At any rate
the oranges were much appreciated !
With much regret we have just said
goodbye to Mrs. Willows and shall shortly
do the same to Captain Willows, who next
month goes home to take up the Adjutancy of
the 4th Battalion. We congratulate him on
the appointment and hope that he has a really
good time at home.
From our " leaveites " we have not very
much news. Captain Pearetli is at Bowali,
working for his promotion exam, and having
an occasional day's shooting, but he writes to
say that birds are very scarce. Mr. Rose and
Mr. Spear are at Narkatchir Tal and we hear
that the latter has had several shots at a
leopard, but so far without success. Inci
dentally, a leopard was reported to have
" killed " within 17 miles of Bareilly the other
day, and Major Hart and Captain Essell issued
forth after him, but without avail, as the
villagers were found to be in a " blue funk "
of either beating or of building a " machan ".
An interesting comparison between the courage
of the plainsman as opposed to that of the
keen shikharis we found up at Ranikhet.
My news has come to an end, so I will
conclude with a conversation heard in the
Mess a short time ago, which I fear will be
looked upon askance by those at home,
reflecting as it does, upon the sobriety of the
Regiment.
Senior Officer in Mess (to Subaltern) ; " Plow
much is your Club bill this month ?"
Subaltern; " Oh, only
much is yours, Sir ?"

seven

annas.

How

Senior Officer; "Two rupees, nine annas."
Subaltern (aside to another Subaltern) ; " By
Jove! He's been SOAKING!"
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BUFFS

Battalion Football Notes.
VISIT TO SIMLA FOR THE DURAND CUP.
The Battalion Football Team entered for the
Durand Cup which takes place annually at Simla during
September. The following team was selected after
trial matches, and left for Simla on Sunday, the 4th
inst, : Pte. Boorman (H.Q. Wing) ; Pte. Bidwell
(H.Q. Wing), Pte. Elliott ("C" Coy.) ; L/Cpl. Morris
("B" Coy.j. Pte. Turner ("A" Coy., Captain), L/Cpl.
Savage ("B" Coy.) ; E/Cpl. Foreman ("B" Coy.),
L/Cpl. McLean ("A" Coy.), Pte. Long ("D" Coy.),
L/Cpl. Edwards ("C" Coy.), L/Cpl. Ingram ("B" Coy.) ;
Reserves.—L/Cpl. Cribben (H.Q. Wing) ; Pte. Parker
("A" Coy.) ; C.S.M. Farrow, i/c. team.
We left Bareilly at 8.5 p.m. on Sunday,the 4th
inst., and changed at Ambala at 4 a.m., eventually
reaching Kalka at 6.30 a.m. to change on to the narrow
gauge railway for Simla. Leaving Kalka at 7.15 a.m.,
after passing through some wonderful country and
scenery, we reached Simla at 2 p.m. and were very glad
to stretch our cramped limbs, passing through
Kkanakhat (4,698 ft.), Taradeva (6,050 ft.), Jutogh
(6,600), Summer Hill (6,702 ft.), to Simla (8,000 feet).
After sorting our kits out at Simla, even the smallest
bag had to go in the luggage van, we made our way to
the camp. A good dinner was served and Marquees
were allotted and things were made comfortable.
I think everybody was pleased to see Lights Out after
our tiring journey. The next day we paid a visit to
the M.O. at 9 a.m. and all were passed fit, afterwards
having Camp Orders read and explained in the Mess
Room.

V.

INDIAN

ARMY

ORDNANCE

CORPS.

Tuesday, 13/9/27.
The teams lined up before a large crowd at 4.30 p.m.
Turner lost the toss and we faced the slope and a slight
wind. Turner played a very sound game throughout ;
also Elliott and Savage. The official report is as
follows :—
SIMLA FOOTBALL :

DURAND TOURNAMENT :

ORDNANCE CORPS BEAT BUFFS.
The 1st Battalion The Buffs made their debut in
the Durand Football Tournament this evening, but
met with a reverse from the Indian Army Ordnance
Corps, being beaten by three goals to oue. On the
run of the play the result, is a flattering
win for the
Ordnance Corps in a fast match which was decided by
the goalkeepers. The Buffs' goalkeeper was cither
a bunch of nerves or a novice at the game, while
Cheras, the exDalhousie goalkeeper, was in good
form.
Play opened with an impressive attack by the
Buffs, the Ordnance Corps backs, particularly Wilkin
son, showing up well. A lack of cohesion among the
Ordnance Corps forwards was all too apparent, but
eventually Bowen, the Ordnance Corps pivot, beat
Boorman' from midfield with a high shot that lobbed
over the head of the Buffs' goalkeeper.

The Buffs, through Turner, their centrehalf, now
made a more serious attempt to level matters, when
Edwards, at centreforward, missed two easy shots.
Ingram on the left flank, however, tested Cheras with
The ground is five minutes from the camp and looks
a difficult shot, without effect. Later the same player
in splendid condition. The practice ground is allotted
gave the Buffs an opportunity of drawing level, by a
daily for practice for the teams here and intensive
neat pass to McLean before the goalmouth and they
training is the order of the day. We play the Indian
equalized. The Buffs continued their attack, but
Army Ordnance Corps in the first round on the 1.3tli
Cheras prevented any further scoring and at half time
instant. A report of the match will be forwarded in
the teams were on "level terms. On changing ends,
due course for The Dragon, and I will now conclude
the Buffs pursued their attack and Cheras was called
these notes and continue in next month's issue.
upon to save from Foreman and McLean in turn.
Play was, however, transferred by Langton, who passed
The result of the draw is as follows, the final being
to Daley, and the latter beat Boorman without much
played on October 1st.
difficulty. The Buffs,
3rd Rd. Semi. F.
Final.
through Long, then
1st Rd.
2nd Rd.
sent in a fine shot,
1. 2nd York and Lane. Regt.
19/9/27
but Cheras made an
2. 12th Light Battery, R.A.
equally fine save by
3. 1st Black Watch.
22/9/27 ) 27.9/27
>15/9127
tipping over the
Byes
4. 1st East Surrey Regt.
crosspiece and from
5. 2nd Seaforth Highlanders.
16/9/27 ,
the resulting corner,
6. 2nd Sherwood Foresters.
Unquhart,Daley and
Foster each had a
7. Indian Army Ordnance Corps.
13th
hand in placing the
*8. 1st Battalion The Buffs.
20th
Ordnance Corps still
9. 2nd Essex Regt.
12th
further ahead,Foster
10. Royal Tank Corps.
24tli
completing a fine
11. 1st' Dorset Regiment.
10 th
movement that com
12. 2nd K.O.Y.L.I.
1st of
 21st
28th
pletely baffled , the
13. Army Headquarters.
Octobei
14 th
Buffs'
defence. The
14. 2nd Royal Sussex Regiment.
17th
gameei ded in favour
15. 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers.
26th
of
th i Ordnance
16. East India Railway.
Corps by three goals
17. 1st Royal Fusiliers.
14th
Byes
to one. The teams
18. 1st Worcester Regt.
19. Vicerigal Estate.
20. 2nd Durham Light Infantry.
ORDNANCE CORPS.—Cheras ; Wilkinson, Williams ;
The first
match, 2nd K.O.Y.L.I. versus the 1st
Eairclougli, Bowen, Burns ; Hardacker, Langton,
Battalion The Dorsets, resulted in a win for the former
I'oster ; Daley, Uquhart.
by 3—1, other matches resulting as follows:—

)

2nd Durham Light Infantry, 7 ; 2nd Royal Sussex
Regt., 3; 2nd Essex Regt., 3 ; Vicerigal Lodge, 0;
Army Headquarters, 0 ; Royal Tank Corps, 1.

THE BUFFS.—Boorman ; Bidwell, Elliott ; Morris,
Turner, Savage ; Foreman, Long, Edwards ; McLean,
Ingram.
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[Photograph by Army Photo. Service, Ranikhet U.P.]

STANDING AT BACK:—Spt. T. Burl.
BACK
ROW LEFT TO RIGHT:—Pte. Bentley, Cpl. Jarvis (Winner Feather Weights), Pte. Bygraves,
B
BACK KOW
L/Cpl. Smith, L/Cpl. Pitt, Pte. Birch Pte Bin"
FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT :—Pte. Rabbeth, Boy Hills, Pte. Spencer, C.S.M. Williams, Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver, C.Q.M.S. Hoi man, Pie. Belts, Pte.
Hawkins, Cpl. Godfrey (Runner Up Bantam Weight).
SITTING IN FRONT :—Boy Longman, Boy Martin.

<1
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On Wednesday, the 15tli inst., His Excellency The
Viceroy Lord Irwin attended the match, Vicerigal
Estate v. 2nd Durham Light Infantry. Although the
D.L.I, are one of the crack teams in India, the Vicerigal
Team, although losing 7—0, played a very hard game
against a much superior side.
On Thursday, Ifitli inst., the CommanderinChief,
Field Marshall Birdwood, inspected all Football Teams
on the Football Ground. We were on the right of the
line, being the senior Regiment, and Units were formed
up in two ranks with the officer or N.C.O. i/c. team in
front. The C.inC. spoke to each man of the team,
asking various questions about their positions on the
field and if they liked India, especially remarking to
L/Cpl. Ingram that there were not many Mons men
still playing for Regimental Teams, and after wishing
us the best of luck, he passed on to the next Unit.
After the Inspection lie attended the match, 1st Black
Watcli v. the 1st East Surreys, which the East Surreys
won, 2—1, after extra time. This game was very even
and was the best contested up to now.
Other results are as follows :—
2nd Seaforth Highlanders, 1 ; 2nd Sherwood
Foresters, 2.
This was a very good game and the Sherwoods were
lucky to win as the Seaforths played a very sound game
throughout and the result was in doubt to the finish.
On Saturday, 18th, at 3.30 p.m., the East India
Railway played the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers. A huge
crowd turned up and the excitement was intense from
start to finish. The E.I.R. had six English players,
the remainder being natives, the E.I.R. eventually
winning 4—0, after the most exciting game witnessed
so far. The native spectators were wild with
excitement executing war dances and cheering on the
goals being scored.
At 4.45 p.m. the 1st Battalion Royal Fusiliers beat
the 1st Worcesters Regiment 2—0, after a slow game
compared to the previous one. The Worcesters were
unlucky in losing three players injured, but they carried
on gamely to the finish.
(To be continued).

The Team Competition was followed by an Individual Competition,
for which, owing to numerous injuries sustained in the Team Events,
we were only able to enter one competitor, Pte. Taylor, who, though
having fought as a Bantam Weight against the Seaforths, had weighed
in as "a Fly Weight. He fought very well indeed and reached the
semifinals, beating an opponent of the South Wales Borderers in the
first round, I,/Cpl. Edwards, Royal Fusiliers, in the second and losing
to C|W. Guerin of the Hampshire Regiment, the ultimate winner in the
semifinals.
The team stayed at the Soldiers' Furlough Home and our thanks
are due to Mr. and Mrs. Stephens for all they did for us in making us
comfortable and at home.
.
Whilst at Mussoorie we found thai an old Buff was buried there.
He was the late No. 11392 Pte. Donald Cloke, 2nd Battalion, who went
to Mussoorie in 1920 as a Competitor for the Boxing Competition
contracted pneumonia, and died within a few days. The Team visited
the grave, laid a wreath and planted a few flowers, which they hope
will make the grave brighter for a year at least, when they hope to
have a chance of renewing the visit.

Ranikhet Notes.
BOXING.
The Duliekhet Boxing Tournament took place in the Rink,
Ranikhet, oil the 12th, 13th and 14th September, in which 18 units
took part, making a total of 144 fights.
The Buffs' Detachment entered a full team of 12 men, i.e., u
Machine Gunners and 1 of "C" Company, who, with a total score of 4n
points, won the team Cup from the Dorset Regiment who were second
with .33 points.
,
,
It is verv interesting to note that "B" Company, who were up here
the first season, also won the Alma Barracks Boxing Tournament.
As far as the " Buffs " were concerned, the Tournament had a very
pleasant closing when Colonel Commandant J. Kennedy, C.M.G.,
D.S.O. (late Commanding Ofliccr of the 2nd Battalion when they were
at Portland) presented the Cups and Medals.
1ST SERIES: LIGHTHEAVY WEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Pitt, 1st Buffs v.
Pte. Williams, 1st D.C.L.I.
.
,
,
This was a hard fight in which our man had to give over 2 stones to
his opponent. Heavy exchanges were delivered throughout tlie
contest. At the end of three rounds both were still standing and
Williams just gained the victory on points.
. , ,, ,,
...
1ST SERIES : MIDDLE WEIGHT.—Pte. Bentley, 1st Buffs v. si„.
Smith, R.C.S.
„
. .,
. ..
Again our man had to give weight away. From tlie strike ot tlie
gong Bentley sailed into his man, hitting hard with both hands and
won by the k.o. route in the 1st round.
Pte. Bvgraves, 1st Buffs v. Pte. Warren, Dorsets.
Although called upon to fight at the last moment and also giving
a stone to his opponent, Bvgraves put upa plucky fight againsta better
boxer and lost on points.
T /<„i
1ST SERIES : WELTER WEIGHT.—Pte. Birch, 1st Buffs v. L/Cpl.
Yeates, 1st D.CL1.
.
This was a good fight in which there was some hard hitting. Birch
proved himself the superior by defeating his man in the second round
""'IKD SERIES : LIGHT WEIGHT.—Pte. Spencer, 1st Buffs v. Pte. Vine,

The Boxing Team at Mussoorie.
Though by no means successful, the trip was a great experience,
and we shall know what we are up against next year. That, I think,
sums up our opinion of the Mussoorie 8tli Annual Boxing Tournament.
We were lucky enough to draw a bye in the first round and were
drawn to meet the Seaforth Highlanders in the second round
We
realised that we were up against a formidable proposition, but our
opponents proved even more so than we had anticipated. We took no
fights off them, though several were keenly contested. Especially
would we mention L/Cpl. Bartlett, who had his nose split in the last
round when leading on points and who had in consequence, to give in
only 11 seconds from the final bell: L/Cpl. Martin, our second Welter,
who can only have been down a point or two, and I, Cpl. Gudgeon, who,
lighting oneandahalf rounds with a badlydamaged right hand,
was the loser by a very narrow margin of points.
It was a source of great satisfaction to us when the Seaforths won
the Competition, beating the 4th Q.O. Hussars in the semifinals by
five fights to two and the Hampshire Regiment, last year's winners,
by the narrow margin of one fight, after a really great match, in which
the secondstring Lightweights were called upon to decide the issue.
The details of our match with the Seaforth Highlanders are as
follows :—
BANTAM WEIGHT.—Pte. Dixon 2/Seafortlis K.O. Pte. Taylor,
1/Buffs.
FEATHER WEIGHT.—Dmr. Lindsay, 2/Seafortlis beat Pte. Isted,
1/Buffs, the Referee stopping the fight in the second round.
LIGHT WEIGHT.—Pte. Gorman, 2/Seafortlis K.O. L/Cpl. Coveney,
1/Buffs.
2ND WELTER WEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Summers, 2/Seafortlis beat L/Cpl.
Martin, 1/Buffs, on points.
1ST WELTER WEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Duncan, 2/Seafortlis beat L/Cpl.
Bartlett, 1/Buffs, the latter having to give up in the last round.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.—Pte. Wilson, 2/Seafortlis K.O. L/Sgt. Turner,
1/Buffs.
L/IIEAVY WEIGHT.—Pte. Riach, 2/Seaforlhs beat Pte. Allen, 2/Buffs
on points.
HEAVY WEIGHT.—Pte. McKenzie, 2/Seoforlhs beat L/Cpl. Gudgeon
1/Buffs, on points.

This was a very onesided fight.
Spencer sailed in and landed a
K.O. in the first round.
1ST SERIES: BANTAM WEIGHT.—Pte. Hawkins, 1st Buffs v. 1 te.
' ltThis>wasta verv fast bout, and although quite a novice Hawkins
put up a good show just losing on points.
2ND SERIES.—LIGHTHEAVY WEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Smith, Buffs v.
Pte. Bartlett, "A" Berks.
This is the first time Smith lias been in the Ring, and lie put up a
good fight against a far superior boxer, and lost on points.
2ND SERIES: MIDDLE WEIGHT.—Pte. Bentley, 1st Buffs v. Gnr.
Smith, 28th Bde. R.A.
Bentlev repeated the K.O. as in his first fight.
2ND SERIES: WELTER WEIGHT.—Pte. Birch, 1st Buffs v Sig.
From the start both men went very hard and fast, and although
Bircli put up a good fight he went down for the count in the second

1,1

2ND SERIES: FEATHER WEIGHT.—Cpl. Jarvis, 1st Buffs v. Cpl.
Policella, R.C.S.
.
This was a rather slow fight, and Jarvis managed to win on points.
Jarvis learned a lesson which stood him in good stead for his future
Pte. Rabbeth, 1st Buffs v. Pte. Rule, D.C.L.I.
Up to the time of the last gong I thought Rabhetli had won his
fight, but a points'decision went against him.
2ND SERIES: BANTAM WEIGHT.—Cpl. Godfrey, 1st Buffs v. lpr.
Young, 4tliHussars.
.
.
. . .
Godfrey found himself up against a novice and won by a K.O. in tlie
second round.
,
3RD SERIES : MIDDLE WEIGHT.—Pte. Bentley, 1st Buffs v. Pte.
Ravmond, Dorsets.
.
.,, . ,
"Our man tried hard to repeat the tactics of his first two fights, but
his man was head and shoulders above him, and could take a good
deal of punishment, which lie did and Bentley lost on points.
3RD SERIES : WELTER WEIGHT.—Pte. Bing, 1st Buffs v. Cpl. Grant,
Grant*, who is champion of his regiment, was far loo good for Bing,
and our man received the K.O. in the first round.
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3RD SERIES : LIGHT WEIGHT.—Pte. Spencer, 1st Buffs v. Pte. Betts,
1st Buffs.
Unfortunately two of our own men had to fight each other.
Neither man liked the idea and the lirst round was rather tame, but
the second round was more lively and Spencer won on the K.O.
3RD SERIES: FEATHER WEIGHT.—Cpl. Jarvis, 1st Buffs v.
Pte. Rule, D.C.L.I.
Jarvis put up a much better fight than his first with the aid of the
lesson learned, and beat his man on points.
SEMIFINALS : BANTAM WEIGHT.—Cpl. Godfrey, 1st Buffs v.
L/Cpl. Bruns, "A" Berks.
Godfrey had a harder task than in his first fight and both men hit
very hard. We got the verdict on points.
SEMIFINALS : LIGHT WEIGHT.—Pte. Spencer, 1st Buffs v. Tpr.
Llovd, " Greys."
We must congratulate Spencer on the splendid show he put up
against his opponent, who was twice " Egyptian Champion." As lie
afterwards said, " Spencer gave him one of the hardest fights he has
ever had. Spencer lost on points.
SEMIFINALS: FEATHER WEIGHT.—Cpl. Jarvis, 1st Buffs v. Gnr.
Duffy, 28th Bde. R.A.
This was a good fight : boxing was more or less thrown to the
winds and it became a hard " fight."
Jarvis got tlie decision on points.
FINALS: FEATHER WEIGHT—Cpl. Jarvis, 1st Buffs v. L/Bdr.
Falining, 4 th Medium Brigade R.A.
Again Jarvis had to " fight " his man and won by tlie K.O. route
in the last round.
FINAIS: BANTAM WEIGHT.—Cpl. Godfrey, 1st Buffs v. Tptr.
Davidson, " Greys."
This was a hard fight in which our man fought well. The first
two rounds were easily his, but the third found for him another enemy,
" his wind," and he lost a very good fight on points.
2ND SERIES: "BOYS A" UNDER 120.—Boy Dixon, 1st Buffs v.
Boy Hiscoek, 28th Bde. R.A.
This was a good fight in which, for boys, there was some very hard
hitting. Dixon won by a K.O. iii the second round.
Boy Longman, 1st Buffs v. Boy Willet, 1st D.C.L.I.
This was another good fight in which Longman had to fight a better
man, losing on points.
2ND SERIES : BOYS "B," OVER 120.—Bov Hills, 1st Buffs v. Boy
Jenkins, 28th Bde. R.A.
Although while it lasted Hills put up a good fight, he was K.O.
in the first round.
SEMIFINAL: BOYS "A" UNDER 120.—Boy Dixon, 1st Buffs v.
Boy Munns, 4th Hussars.
I feel I cannot say too much in praise of Dixon in the game fight he
put up in this bout. Although lighting the winner of this weight
and a much bigger fellow, Dixon would not leave his man, or give way.
The fight was stopped in the second round, owing to it being a onesided
affair. Dixon got the best loser's prize, which was a handsome cup.
When we realize that there were 144 lights I think he did very well
to get the best loser's prize. Well done, Dixon !
J.G.

Machine Gun Platoon.
Hullo ! hullo ! exchange calling; "yes, old fruit,
we will put you through to The Dragon office with
pleasure. Just hold the hue a jiffy please." Pause,
during which this chicken consumes with relish two
bags of monkey nuts and writes a letter home. Then
more Initio's,—the Depot calling. Good, compliments
of the season, Mr. Editor from Ranikhet, pins some
news from your old tormented " LanceNaik "
concerning that worthy hand of brothers existing under
the above title.
Yes, Mr. Editor, we are still alive and going strong.
All is well with the Machine Gun Platoon and life is
one long song (occasionally set to music by our own
local jazz enthusiast and instrumentalist, Cpl. Hunt,
of banjo fame) whose melodious renderings would
bring hope and joy into the heart of any undertaker.
Our programme of training, ably assisted by the
slightly erratic formation of the local portion of the
earth's surface, has kept us well supplied with physical
exercises. Test papers covered with " fire problems "
and question marks have kept us equally well supplied
with mental exercises too colossal to mention. (A
combination of tlie two occasionally evokes comments
too lurid to mention !)
Sport this month has been distinctly on the wane,
a fact mostly due to the inclemency of the weather.
However, during a temporary cessation in the cloud
bursts, our Detachment team sallied forth to meet
"A" Company, the R. Berkshire Regiment at football
in the first round of the Depot Knockout Competition,
in which our ultimate defeat by 1—0 came as a great
surprise to us.
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Later we produced a Cricket XI. to play "C"
Company's Detachment, our victor}' being decisive.
A cricket side was then found from the Detachment
to play a team from the R. Corps of Signals. Batting
first, our lads " knocked up " the very useful score of
84, Rabbeth being the highest scorer with 42. The
Signallers, however, could not settle down to work,
and our bowlers played havoc with their stumps. The
result was a win for us by an innings and five runs.
A very enjoyable game was next played when we
turned out a " danker " soccer XI. against the Boys
of the D.C.L.I.'s. These Boys very nearly sorted us
out, but we managed to get the verdict by the odd goal
in nine, after a keen struggle.
LANCENAIK.
The Signals.
Buzz ! Buzz! ! Buzz ! 1 ! all clay long, but I suppose we must
write a few lines to slioii we are not dead yet; in fact, at present we
are very much alive and in the middle of signal training. The lain has
vanished all of a sudden and has given us the opportunity to do plenty
of visual reading. Sgt. Sharp has rejoined us after a short leave in the
IIills and Sgt. Vale has returned from his refresher. We have at last
our R.S.O. and Spotty back amongst us and although tlie latter was
not very successful in the boxing tournament he looks none the worse
for the encounter. The departures' list this month is reduced to two
and they are L/Cpl. Dixey (Strappv) and Pte. Boorman. L/Cpl. Dixey
has gone to Poona on a signal course, and may he have the best of luck
and come back a full blown A.I., and Pte. Boorman has gone to the
football camp, Simla, to keep goal for the Regimental Team that is
to compete in the Durand Cup. We also wish him the best of luck.
On the .Sports field we have done well.
At Football we managed to ger into the Final of the Interplatoon
Cup, only to lose to No. I Platoon who were (like ourselves) not at full
strength.
We also had a friendly with the Band who gave us a good game,
but at the end we ran out the winners by two goals to nil.
The only other game played by the 1st Team was with the Ward
Boys, B.M.H., and this was a very good game which ended in a win for
us after being a goal down at half time.

HOCKEY.
We have been showing our skill at Hockey and have won all our
games up to the present.
We have met all comers and sent them back with a couple of goals
against them. The best game was in the Platoon Tournament against
No. 2 Platoon, but after halftime it began to rain and of course the
ba llbecame very slippery and made tilings a little hot for our defence.
However, they kept pegging along and when the final whistle blew we
were on the attack, but could not score. However, we were quite
satisfied with the two goals scored in the iirst half which were good
enough to put us in the semifinal. Our goals were obtained
by Hollands and Aston (The Dutchman and the Lady).
WINGY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

When will Joe turn out a team to win ?
And will his Rugger team be O.K. ?
When does " Counts " valet arrive ?
Or will he carry his own kit down to the boat ?
Can 'I'oc. really play Crib ?
Or docs the Twister twist ?

RUGBY MUSINGS.

Now, having the Monsoon upon us, and all its attendant drawbacks
as regards most sports, we thought we would start a Rugger Team,
so catching the ground when the tide was out, we thought we would
have some " mudlarks."
On the 13th (lucky day 1) fifteen hefty signallers went out for a few
tips on Rugby (as she is played 1) After an enjoyable knockabout, we
flattered ourselves that we were efficient enough to meet all comers.
On the Sunday following we played "A" Company 2nd XV. It was
a very strenuous and swift game which we are glad to say ended in a
win for us by ! 1 points to nil. The first try came through some good
work by Aston who passed for Ford to cross over, the resultant kick
was not converted. After this "A" Company's team made great
hearted attempts to reduce our lead, but owing to some great spoiling
work by our forwards lead by Sandwell, Ireland and Flood, we were
able to keep them out until the interval.
On the resumption of pay, Ford and Dibble did some good work
in breaking up a promising movement of tlie opposing " threes," who
with their forwards set a furious and gruelling pace to tlie match.
From a scrum awarded against us, our forwards quickly heeled the ball
out and Crick with commendable speed passed to Aston who gathered
the ball and sped away in masterly fashion passing lo Smith who,
after a splendid run, with the opposing pack in full cry (and they could
shout too !) crossed the line and with a beautiful kick converted. With
an eight points' lead to reduce, our opponents again went "all out"
and if it had not been for our forwards' good work, both in the " scrum "
and in tlie " loose," lliey would have been through. Following a piece
of good work by Langdon, who stopped a promising movement by
making a long kick into touch in our opponents' " 25," the ball was
deftly caught by Flood in the " Line Out" and then another try was
scored by Smith in which the whole llireequarter line took part. We
failed to convert and play to the final whistle was confined to midfield.

THE DRAGON

780
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is it necessary for a goalkeeper to perform " neck rolls " anil " back
lifts " after the leather has " found the net." ?
Also, is it advisable for the same " goalie " to take penalty kicks
against his own side ?
Who is the Tripod King of No. 3 Team ?
What are the duties of a " shoveller's mate " ?
And could " snub" enlighten us ?
Who is the Subsection Corporal " sweating " on tlie "P.It." ?
And does it cause him many sleepless nights ?
What does "Elevation 3 degrees 20 minutes depression" mean?
Could "A" Sub. supply the elucidation ?
Who is tlie machine gunner with the massive chestpiece ?
And do his two " flutterbyes " look lovely ?
Who is our " deadly " bowler with the high average (I for I) ?

" A " Company.
Being on a Section Leaders' Course just at present I thought perhaps
there would be a chance of my dodging this editorial work for this
month, but I have had no such hick and as a result, like the bad half
penny,'1 once again turn up.
Nothing out of the usual has happened this month and consequently
my notes will resemble my new khaki drill suit, that is, " short and
* We welcome back from the Army P.T. School, Mr. Foster and now
with his aid, we should put a fairly decent aspect on the results of
Company Sport in general. As a temporary measure only, lie is
attached to the dear old " Wing," but this in no way stops him playing
sports for his original company.
At present our Company Commander is rather a busy person
because lie is tlie only officer in the Company as Capt. Willows and
Wilson are indulging in a holiday.
.
.
A number of our married N.C.O.'s have taken leave at different .
intervals, for flic purpose of seeing their families which at present are
' The Plains were not agreeable to Cpl. Bell (as a matter of fact
he lost all his colour) and he is now scrounging up at the Hills until
the cooler months arrive. What's that ? Cpl. Bell. You have been
out this way before.
In the sporting circle we manage to keep our pecker up, and this
general description of the various games may be of some interest to

S

'110 Vmin'i must mention that, as there are at least three games in which
the Company are taking part, being played nearly every night, it
becomes almost impossible to keep an account of them all, and
conseouentlv I can only mention the outstanding items of interest.
Perhaps our worthy Company Clerk could see his way clear to keep
IU account of, say, all the cricket matches which tlie Company plays
instead of wasting his time picking out Rugby teams.
Talking about Rugby reminds me of our Company team. ilic\
are now progressing favourably under the diligent instruction of our
Company Commander.
The team, not being satisfied with his
instruction, liavc also engaged the services of a wellknown onlooker,
one " Dinah " by name. (Will you correct inc, please, if I have spelt
it wrongb
lo a ROO(] standard, a game is frequently arranged
against the rest of the Battalion and I might add that the laurels arc
verv frecuentlv ours.
Conratula'tions to No. 1 Platoon on their winning the Battalion
Football KnockOut Competition. They rightly deserve their victory
after the handicap which their rivals tried to introduce. In
tlie Hockey KnockOut they also put up a very good show.
Actually, the Company have only played two games of hockey
in, to the present, one being against "B" Company, which resulted
in a draw, 22 and the other against a combined team from tlie Baud
a ul "C" Company, which we lost 21. Of course there have been
untold interplatoon games but they do not hold the same interest
^he'foUowing1 were selected out of flic Company to complete the
Battalion Boxing TeamL/Sgt. Turner, L/Cpl. Gudgion and Pte
Alien Actually, the team was rather below the average standard
and the results were somewhat disappointing : still, better luck, next

aS

In the Battalion Football Team, which at present is competing for
the " Durand " Cup, we are represented by L/Cpls. McLean, Parker and
I'tc. Turner. I.ct us hope that they meet with more success than the
Boxing Team encountered.
.
.
This iust about finishes my notes for tins month, so I shall now make
myself acquainted with the Company detail
GUA™D°"

tim

" B " Company.
I am very sorrv to say that there is really very little news this
month for we have settled down, more or less, to the old routine of
barrack room soldiering, and this, I understand, will continue until
we go away once more for Training. Wcarc at present filling in our
spare time carrying out Individual Training, which, owing to the
numerous duties one lias to find in India, has up to the time of writing
Si of one hour's parade per day. This Training is for a period
of six weeks, preparatory to Battalion Training, which will take place
1,1 Snorts'are still in full swing, the main sport being Cricket, and it is
surpr'sing the trouble one has to get a ground or the gear with which
to play. At least two platoons of the company arc playing cricket
every day, and with football, swimming, hockey and last, but not least,

Rugby, in full swing, there is hardly a man left in the company who is
taking part in no sport at all. Rugby is the new craze now in the
Battalion, and a series of instructional games are taking place, and
from the reports that we have received we shall very shortly be able to
field a strong Rugby Team.
C.S.M. Farrow, L/Cpl. Foreman, L/Cpl. Ingram, L/Cpl. Savage and
L/Cpl.A. Morris proceeded to Simla with the remainder of the Battalion
Football Team to compete for the " Durand " Cup. They met the
Indian Army Ordnance Corps in the first round and were beaten 31.
According to the Pioneer, it was a very good game and the Battalion
were very unfortunate in losing.
I think this is all the company news this time so will now carry on
with the respective platoons.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is No. 5 Platoon's M.O. ? Ask Pollard.
Who are the T.N. men with two years to do, and arc thy fond of
" rubbing it in."

No. 6 PLATOONS CORNER.

On the 29th instant we met the attached Section, which comprises
men from other units, on Vocational Courses, in the second round of
the above competition. Our team lined up as follows :—Pte. More

had to face a strong glaring sun. From the kickoff, Bell sent the
leather to Tribe, who centred, and Bell obtaining possession, missed a
glorious opportunity and sent the leather over the bar. After 20
minutes' play our opponents made a breakaway, and our goalie,
realizing the situation, ran out and our opponents scored. On resum
ing the second half our forwards missed many opportunities to bring
the scores level, but were unsuccessful and we were knocked out of the
competition. We next met No. 10 Platoon in tlie first round of the
interplatoon competition. Play was even during the first half and
neither side scored. With about five minutes to go our oppponents
scored, so we are also knocked out of the hockey competition.
We have managed to play a few games of cricket and Ptes. Barnes,
Morecroft, Ovcnden, Tribe and L/Cpl. Howe have been selected to
plav for the companv on three occasions.
No. 8 Platoon's representative has been too busy to write any
notes this month so perhaps lie will oblige with a double issue next^ ^

" C " Company.

V

Thank goodness the Monsoons have finished for a little while 1
At last we can venture abroad without our overcoats and " macs."
No longer shall we sec cyclists leaving a wake like a passing
steamer, or W.O.'s Class II. gracefully wallowing like a water
buffalo in a ditch of water
At the moment we do not know if it was
accident or design. We thought that a certain Rugger Captain's
remark was verv appropriate, when he said : " We will kick with the
tide" In the meantime we have been wondering what is happening
to our Skipper in the Antipodes. We look forward to some interesting
news on his return.
As vou will see, the weather lias not made much difference to our
sport ' The Platoon Hockey and Football Tournaments have been in
full swing commencing with* No. 12 Platoon's game with No. I Platoon.
Football These were two very good teams, although No. 12's right
wing was verv slow in passing. No. 1 Platoon won 32. This was no
disgrace as No. 1 Platoon eventually won the competition.
We have had several games of cricket this month, commencing
with a game with "B" Company.
Our next game was with Saada Bazaar, a native team, and we tlunk
the state of the ground did not suit them. They went in first and could
not do anvthing as their last wicket fell with only 19 runs to their
credit. We did not do much better for wc only made 37 and Elliott
was the onlv one who really looked like getting any runs. Glazier
bowled well,"taking 5 wickets for 9 runs.
We plaved "B" Company a return match ; this time the tables
were turned, "B" winning by 3 runs. Their total was 30. Glazier
took 6 wickets for 15 runs. We went in full of hope, but were only
able to compile 27, thus losing by 3 runs.
.
f
We have been getting our Rugby Team going with the help of
Lieut. Rose and 2/Lieut. Walters. Wc played "B" Company on the
25th August. Lieut. Rose was injured and so he was unable to play.
«« O
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"B" ill the second. He scored the second "try" and Pte. Taylor
the third, with a verv good run. Our " pack " would do better to get
the ball back, instead of passing it.
We have had verv little hockey as our time has been taken up with
these other sports." We had a friendly game with "B Company
which we managed to win by 5 I. Ayliffe and Robinson are busy
training the youngsters.
No 10 Platoon is the onlv one left in the P.a toon Hockey Tourna
ment and they are now in the SemiFinal, having beaten No. 1 Platoon
4 0 This was a remarkably good game for Platoon sides. Ayliffe
made a great difference to his side, his friendly encouragement and
" gingering up," combined with his own daslung tactics, undoubtedly
would get the best out of any team. Mention of any single player
would be unfair they all played exceptionally well. They now meet
the Signals Team iu the SemiFinal.
...
Wc have no notes from our comrades 111 the Hills, perhaps tlie> will
send them direct themselves.
GED
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" D " Company.

No. 13 PLATOONS CORNER.

Hallo, dear readers, here we are again !
At last we have finished firing
our Annua Rifle and Lewis Gun
Course.
We offer to C.Q.M.S. I'ratt our hearty congratulations on winning
the Individual Shield and becoming Battalion and Company Shot by
obtaining the grand old score of 104 out of a possible 125 points.
Our Company averages are Rifle, 66'I and Lewis Gun, 108 8. The
results are as follows :—Rifle, 109 hirers, 11 Marksmen, 36 first and 50
second class shots, whilst 11 join the B.O.I1. next course. Lewis Gun:
34 I'irers, 3 first elass and 23 second class shots and 8 join the B.O.H.
Our nearest rivals were "A" Company with an average of 58"7. No.
13 Platoon won the Platoon Shield with an average of 68 4.
We welcome back to the fold Cpl. Wollard (IJxStaffSergeant,
A.I.F.) who returned to us at the end of the week.
Pte. Pitchford, "Company Chef," paid us a visit last week from
Ranikhet Hospital where he has been staying.

INTERPLATOON SPORTS KNOCKOUT COMPETITION.—Tootball ana
Hockey.—111 the firstnamed we did fairly well, going to tlie third round
before being knocked out by No. 15 Platoon. More luck, 15 Platoon,
wonders will never cease 1
We fared rather badly in the hockey, being beaten in our first game
by the Details, Dorset Regiment, to whom we lost by the only goal of
tlie game. Our first opponents in the football were No. 11 Platoon,
Dorsets, who we beat 10.
We are well satisfied with 0111 disjilays, however, considering we
have our two best players away and another failing to function.
News has just come tlirougli that we have at last finished training
and are taking over Camp Duties. We wonder what Doughie will do
now ?

Congratulations to L/Cpl. Hudson on being selected to represent
the Battalion at the recent Boxing Competition held at " Mussoorie."
Congratulations are also due to Pte. Long who has been selected
for the Battalion Footer Team. He is at present training on the
Plains and we wish him every success.
Great was tlie excitement caused In the C.S.M. taking the names
of men desirous of transferring to the Premature Reserve. It is
rumoured that we shall be losing those notabilities, L/Cpl. Stockcr,
D. and S. and Walker and Ptes. Chi ttendeu, Wraight, G. Butler, Back,
Murphy, Hales and last, but not least, the Barton Cousins.
SPORTS :—Owing to the usual Khud weather (rain and more rain),
and the InterPlatoon Sports being played off, the Company teams have
had perforce to take rather a hack row in this line. We have, how
ever, managed to squeeze in one game of football and two games of
hockey. Iu the hockey our first opponents were tlie Details. This
game ended iii a draw, 4 goals being shared. We certainly had the
lion's share of the play, especially during the second half. In game No.
2 we met the " Worcesters" and were defeated by the score of 31.
I was informed afterwards that L'Cpl. Franklin again played a
fine game. This is his second game with the company and on each
occasion he has played well.
The last item on the programme is the " InterPlatoon Sports."
This was run on tlie " KnockOut System." both football and hockey.
In the lastnamed no Platoon did anything great, No. 14 Platoon
going tlie farthest by reaching tlie second round before making their
exit.
FOOTBALL.—In this Competition No. 15 Platoon shone, reaching
the SemiFinal before being knocked out after tlie second time of asking.
This they did after knocking No. 13 Platoon out in the third round.
Wonders will never cease 1
Some excellent sport has been witnessed during these competitions
and we hope to see many more of them run before taking our departure
from the nil's. I have appended a list in League Form, of the Buffs'
results throughout the competitions.
News has just reached us that Pte. Morgan is making satisfactory
progress in hospital and is expecting to be leaving it shortly. This is
very pleasing news as he lias certainly spent a lot of his time in India
" Under the Doctor.'"

INTERPLATOON SPORTS K.O. COMPETITION.

HOCKEY.
Buffs' Platoon. Opponents.
Result.
14 Platoon v. 16 Platoon
1—0
13 Platoon t>. Details, Dorset Regiment
...
...
0—1
15 Platoon v. 7 Platoon, Dorset Regiment
...
...
1—2
16 Platoon v. Band, Worcester Regiment
...
...
010
FOOTBALL.
Buffs' Platoon. Opponents.
Result.
15 Platoon v. 12 Platoon, Dorset Regiment
...
...
1—1
16 Platoon v. 7 Platoon, Worcester Regiment ...
...
l—2
13 Platoon
I I Platoon, Dorset Regiment
...
...
o—0
15 Platoon v. 12 Platoon, Dorset Regiment
1—1
13 Platoon v II Platoon, Dorset Regiment
...
...
|—o
15 Platoon a. 12 Platoon, Dorset Regiment
...
...
3—3
15 Platoon v. 12 Platoon, Dorset Regiment
...
...
0—0*
14 Platoon v. 12 Platoon, Lincoln Regiment ...
...
1—2
15 Platoon a. 12 Platoon, Worcester Regiment...
...
1—0
15 Platoon a. 13 Platoon, Buffs' Regiment
...
...
2—1
15 Platoon a. 12 Platoon, Lincoln Regiment ...
...
1—1
15 Platoon a. 12 Platoon, Lincoln Regiment ...
...
0—7
AN UNUSUAL SCRIBE.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How does Charlie tie a sheep's Head knot ?
And what eyes did he give it ?
Which Army would Doughie prefer to belong to ?
And would he like to be " Red Banner Carrier" ?
How did Red. pass " Semaphore Test " ? Ask C.C.
What is the Amateur Reserve ? Ask Winnie.
Where did Sam expect to get Oat Clia from ?
Did the Ass catch the prod lie expected on reading The Dragon ?
ON DETAIL.—Visit to Armoured Car and"'visit 9—11. Why two
visits ?

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

What, in No. 4 Room, caused Bob and Wong to go crawling ?
And to what use was Joe's flash lamp put ?
Why did Crougy wear the cap when someone said " That eightday
feeling " ?
And is it nearly a month ago ?
How it comes about that Donkey always fails to iiear the Rally ?
R.E.D.

Pen^Pushers' Notes.
Here we are again, dear readers, and everyone is quite O.K. Still
pushing the dear old pen across the paper and making a mess as per
usual, but we have to make a show of some sort, and that is the onlv
way we can do it.
Well, we have had nothing exciting during the past month and
I do not lliink there is likely to tie anything just yet. It is not doubted
that one and all would like something to happen just to wake us up to
the fact that we arc still alive, but that time is to come and 1 think we
are well prepared for all that may come our way. At last our wander
ing sheep has returned to the fold ; we wonder how long for. We
trust it will be long enough for him lo help us out with some of the work
that iias lately fallen upon those that were left behind during
his absence. But there is one tiling I should like to mention, and that
is, the Staff worked very hard during this period and I am sure they
earned their place as Pen Pushers.
We still have that noted Despardo duplicating the B.O.'s daily and
I hear that when his time is expired he is getting a Voca. iu the same
sort of work. (No names, no number ; the cap always fits first time).
Willie, our noted O.R.S., has gone on a short leave to visit his family.
We trust that they are A.I. and aiso that he enjoys himself, but we wish
he was with us all the same, for everything is much better with him in
the office. We miss him, also his advice on different matters. Now
1 will turn to some of the tilings we are wanting to know.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How long has Rosie been an Opera Singer ? Will she inform us.
Will our noted long letter writer take to writing books Shortly ?
Will Bunter get His Second Class Certificate of Edyfica ?
Is Grant a noted football referee ? Can anyone enlighten us 011
this ?
Who is the noted football player in the O.K. ? We think the team
would go WEST if he did play.
TIFILGRA.

Return of Reservists from China,
An Appeal to Employers.
It is officially stated that the men of Section "A"
of the Army Reserve who were called up last J anuary
for service in China, will return home between the
middle of October and the end of November.
These men, numbering some 1,650, responded
promptly to the callingup notices, although most of
them were in civil employment at the time and many
of them were married. Their conduct while with the
Colours in China has been very favourably reported upon.
It is understood that many employers have agreed
to reinstate those men who were previously in Jieir
employment; and the Secretary of State confidently
hopes that this patriotic example will be followed by
all the men's former employers.
Those men who have no employment to go to 011
their return home will be advised to register their
names with the local representatives of the National
Association for Employment of Regular Sailors, Soldiers
and Airmen, and any employer who is desirous of
offering employment to any individual, should
communicate with the local representative of the
National Association, or with the Head Offices of the
Association at 119 Victoria Street, Westminster,
London, S.W. 1.
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The 2nd Battalion.

T

T is regretted that there is
very little of interest to
report in this month's notes.
Everyone has settled down again
after manoeuvres and the leave
season
has started
with
the
consequent exodus of a large
proportion of the Battalion. For
those who are here, weapon training
and education are the order of the
day. Two drafts are being sent to
the 1st Battalion and these will
shortly
be
going
on
their
embarkation leave.
A short account of the doings
of the football team, up to the
)) present, appears elsewhere in these
notes ; it is to be hoped that they
will follow up the good start they
have
made. I/ieut.
Cass
has
already started getting the boxers into training and
we look forward at least to repeating our successes of
last season.
The Aldershot Drag has been carrying out mild
cubbing operations since the beginning of the month
and they start with a practice drag line near Enshott
this week. The Battalion should be well represented
with the South Berks, when the hunting season proper,
begins. The country is at present very blind, and
it will take a bit of frost to improve matters. The
Beagles began their season last week, and will, as last
year, no doubt afford exercise for tlie more energetic
on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
We were pleased to see Sir Arthur LyndenBell,
who paid us a flying visit shortly after we returned
from Oxfordshire.
We extend a welcome to 2/Lieut. H. P. Williams
and 2/Lt. R. F. Parry, who have just joined us from
Sandhurst.
By the time these notes appear, Lieut. A. A. J. N.
FernsideSpeed will have sailed for West Africa ; our
best wishes go with him. We hope he will enjoy his
time out there.
Football Association, Season 192728.
The Battalion has entered for the following
competitions :—
A.C. Senior League; A.C. Junior League ;
Command Enlisted Boys' League; Army Cup.
Of last year's players Bdsm. Day, Hewitt and
Sheltou are not available, but their places will be
adequately filled by good men from the Depot.
The Battalion did fairly well last year, finishing
midway in most competitions. Better things are
hoped for this year.
The remainder of last year's team and the new men
are fit, eager and full of vim, and turn up in fuU
strength for voluntaiy training under the Quarter
master.
It is hoped to get wholehearted support from the
rank and file in all matches, and it is hoped that the
teams will give them reason to cheer.
Our opening matches in Senior and Junior leagues
are against the Tanks, and as the Senior Tanks beat the
Senior Buffs twice last year, it is hoped to reverse tlie
decision this year. We are quietly confident.
ALDERSHOT COMMAND SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND BATTN.
R.T.C.
Result : Buffs, 4 ; R.T.C. : 2.
This was a game we were hoping very much to win,
we were beaten by the Tanks in the league twice
year. Our team played as a team and played
good football.

Cheered on by the spectators, there was no slacking
off from beginning to end. There was almost a complete
absence of selfishness.
With a little more steadiness we should have won
by a larger margin.
Sergeants' Mess.
During September we have once again emerged
from our shell and have a few items of interest
to report.
In the first place, General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur
Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., presented us with a portrait
of himself, which he has autographed, and it is now
hanging with the portrait of His Majesty The King of
Denmark. Another splendid addition to the Mess.
On Wednesday, 28th September, we had a Spoon
Shoot on No. 3 Range, Ash, to compete for the Paget
Cup and the Worthington Cup, as well as for Silver
.Spoons for the months of August and September.
Needless to say *' The Royal Oak " was much iu
evidence, at least in conversation.
The winner of the Paget Cup was C.S.M. Tong, and
he also obtained a Silver Spoon. The practice for this
competition was thirty rounds with the Lewis Gun.
Two iron plates on the Stop Butts had to be knocked
down before the target appeared. When the target
came into view, all shots on the scoring surface counted
as one point.
The practice for the Worthington Cup, which was
won by Sgt. I. M. Fawcett, was ten rounds rapid at
300 yards. Firer standing, at the order unloaded.
On the targets appearing, get down and load five
rounds, fire, reload with the other five rounds and fire
them. There were some ' wonderful ' scores at this
practice, Sgt. Hancock winning the "Royal Oak"
with the large score of two only. The winner of tlie
" Royal Oak" in the other practice was our Regi
meutalSergeantMajor, also with a score of two, which
he obtained after a shoot off among ten of us, who all
managed to score the large sum of nothing in the
original practice.
The Cups and Spoons were presented on Friday
evening, 30tli September, at 7.30 p.m. First of all
the Worthington Cup and .Silver Spoon for August were
presented to Sgt. Fawcett, followed by the Paget Cup
and Spoon for September to C.S.M. Tong. Silver
Spoons for June and July were also presented to
L/Sgts. Trice and Field respectively. C.S.M. Tong
said it was a great honour to be the first to have his
name on the Paget Challenge Cup, whilst Fawcett said
" I prayed to the good God to guide 'em, and he did."
The R.S.M. informed us that his was the first name to
go on the Wooden 'Un (Royal Oak) for Lewis Gunnery,
at which there was a great laugh and cheer.
The " Royal Oak " was handed over by C.S.M.
Mac Walter to the R.S.M. with musical honours
provided by our Armourer StaffSergeant, after which,
in the good old custom, it was " filled " ; that
is to say, we had a drink apiece on the strength of it.
After this, it was handed over with all due solemnity
by the R.S.M. to Tug Hancock, who said, " I earnt it."
I have now come to the end of my tether, and as
I am proceeding on that delightful pastime, furlough,
on 3rd October, I will bid you all adieu until I return,
when I expect to see notes added by another scribe.
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.
A whist drive and dance was held in the Mess on
Friday night, the 7th October, and a very enjoyable
evening it was. Everyone appeared to be iu the best
of spirits and all thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
The following were fortunate, or shall I say skilful,
enough to secure prizes :
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1st prize : Ladies
Mrs. Cronin.
2nd ,,
Ladies ...
... Mrs. Garland.
1st
,,
Gents. ...
... C.S.M. Love.
2nd ,,
Gents. ...
... Mr. Sliarman.
Sweepstake prizes :—
1st half :—1st prize :
... Mrs. Cronin.
2nd „
... Mrs. Vaughan.
2nd half :—1st prize :
... Mrs. Moore.
2nd „
... C.S.M. Love.
Sgt. Diamond and his orchestra are to be
congratulated on the music they rendered during the
evening, and we hope that on future occasions they will
come along and assist in our entertainments.
Before concluding, I announce that Sgt. Dowse has
uot taken out any shares in toothpaste concern, but
he is seriously thinking of sinking his fuuds in George
Beer andfRigden.
KOSTR.

Lieut.-Colonel L. W. Lucas
Corporals' Mess.
First of all let me acquaint you with the fact that the writing of
these notes in future will be the work of another, as our most worthy
President, " Corpl. Stockwin," (our usual writer) has just deserted us
to attend a course of education at Sliorncliffe.
Now, practically at the last minute, a brief summary of affairs, is,
I am afraid, all I can muster.
I am sure you will all agree that it is about time the " Great Oliver "
scrounged something. He probably thought so himself, anyhow, lie
has earned it.
With due ceremony, of course, the Presidency was handed over to
—" Our Amy," although his reluctancy was only too obvious. Yet it
is evident that we need have no fear for the future, as he was heard to
say " before yer nipped," the kid knows something sure.
On the 30th instant we held our Spoon Shoot. This time it proved
a great event as everything was done in style. Two " double deckers "
were hired for Uie occasion and loaded up with L.G.'s and a trulv
happy crowd, we made for Ash Ranges.
As we passed down the avenue, unlimited supplies of conkers were
quickly plucked from the overhanging boughs. Then the fun
commenced. A " mimic" battle was quickly in progress between the
bus tops. This lasted right throughout the journey and there was no
question of the ammunition supplies, as conkers here arc plentiful,
and they were quickly forthcoming. The most extraordinary part
about it was we were not stopped and there was no damage dene.
On arrival, and without delay, we proceeded to fire the following
practices:—Rifle, 5 rounds application and 10 rounds ranid at 300
yards with small 4 foot targets. Then 30 rounds L.G., time : cue
minute. Two plates had to be knocked down first and if you were
lucky enough to have any rounds left you might score something.
Next, and last, 5 rounds application at 500 yards. The result was
that L/Cpl. Good won Hie silver one and Nobby Clarke is stirring the
soup with the " Wooden'tin." Good old Nobby, but sav '. was it
worth 5/? Hasty preparations werclhcn made for the return and
the " mimic " war was quickly resumed.
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In the evening tlie Corporals held a Dance in the " Marlbrougli
Lines Theatre" which, needless to say, proved very successful.
Just before the commencement a liveminute consultation with O.S.
resulted in the following (with I lie result of spoon shoot) being dis
played in large print in the lieer bar :—
THE SILVER ONE.
If " Goodsell " wins the spoon
And " Good " wins the next one,
" Good " must be better than " Goodsell,"
Therefore " Goodsell " must he a Sell.
THE WOODEN 'UN.
If tarry wins the Wooden 'un,
What makes the " Bishop's " " Clarke "
Tarry a little 'un*.
* L/Cpls. Bishop and Clarke tied for the wooden 'un with a score o
11 and after shooting off L/Cpl. Clarke proved unfortunate.
Before closing, I should like to thank, on behalf of the members
and nnself, our late President, who I think deserves great praise for
the great work wliich lie put in during his long term of office and I am
sure the credit of our previous successes belongs to him.
M.A.

d Captain G. F. Hamilton.
"A" Company.
Settled ! ! That sums up the situation admirably.
Settled in barracks once again after our holiday (?)
in the vicinity of Oxford. Settled after the upheaval
caused by the annual turnover of machine gunners and
signallers. Settled who should go on leave with the
first party. Settled the new draft from the Depot,
and settled practically everything and everybody that
matters. Even Geueral'sInspection will have been
settled by the time these notes appear in The Dragon.
Do not think, however, that because I say we are
" settled " that we have settled down with nothing
to do. Oh no ! We find that we have plenty to get
on with, hut having now been in Aldershot twelve
months, and " knowing the ropes " better than we did
a year ago, we are able to hoist a full spread of
" canvas " and sail merrily on an even keel before the
" breeze " be it " mild " or " strong." With our new
skipper (Capt. C. R. B. Knight) at the helm, ably
assisted by Lieut. C. Haggard and 2/Lt. R. F. Parry,
as first and second officers respectively, and a consider
ably stronger crew than we had last year, we hope to
sail well to the fore in the oceans of sport and work.
We have many new members in our crew, and have
already discovered some new talent amongst them,
including some promising footballers, runners and
boxers, and I feel confident that we shall, when the
time comes, cross the (zero) line iu clouds of " spray "
and find the old green flag of "A" flying at tlie mast
head instead of trailing over the rails.
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We welcome to the Company Capt. C. R. B. Knight,
2/Lt. R. F. Parry, L/Sgt. Kelsey and all other N.C.O.'s
and men who have joined us recently, both from H.Q.
Wing and the Depot.
Pte. Tomlinson left us on the 26th September on
being transferred to the Durham Light Infantry. Pte.
Pollard has gone 011 a cookery course, whilst Pte.
Hawkins has gone to learn how to painlessly put an end
to poor, suffering, dumb animals.
L/Cpl. Yates has returned from his education course
at Shorucliffe, where we understand he did very well.
The actual result of his course is not yet to hand.
STOP PRESS.—L/Cpl. Yates got a 1st. Sgt. Emery is
still at Hythe, where Lieut. C. Haggard joined him at
the S.A.S. the latter end of September.
Since we returned from Oxford we have played six
football matches (as under). The results on paper
do not look very promising, but on each occasion we
had by no means a really strong team out, as we were
experimenting with new blood. We shall undoubtedly
do better when we have definitely fixed our first and
second elevens.
24tli September—lost to "C" Coy., 5—1.
27th September—lost to "B" Coy., 6—2.
28th September—lost to "C" Coy., 1—0 (a great
improvement).
5th October—beat Employed Men, 5—2 (better
SUliJ.

olli October—lost to "B" Coy., 9—0. 1 here is
a little story behind this match, which need not be
repeated here, but if I was a bookmaker, I would lay
any odds it would not occur again !
12tli October—beat Employed Men, 3—2.
We are looking to 2/Lt. R. F. Parry and Cpl. Pack
to turn ns out a good hockey team. We have the
material ; it only wants moulding.
I do not think there are any more general notes this
month. Perhaps the Platoon Corners will enlighten
us somewhat.
OLD TAWNEY.
J UST FOR FUN !

What does it feel like to take the count ? Perhaps some of our
budding Dempseys can tell us ?
Did Kelly enjoy his annual furlough ? And if not, why not!
What is the cost of, one lamp, hurricane, and one tin, petrol ?
Perhaps a certain noncom. can tell us.
What attraction does Wokingham hold for certain N.C.O.'s
and Men ? And wouldn't they find the old love, the true love, and
less expensive ?
When is a certain motorcyclist going to train his mount for steeple
chasing ?
Does " size " improve the surface of green distemper ?
Who was the N.C.O. who Said, " When you come into the aim,
rest your chest on the liutt of the ritle ?
Sgt. i/c. II .7". StjuaJ:—" Muscle exercise, second practice, ready !
When I say ONE, quit the rille with the right hand, when 1 say Two,
quit the rifle with the left hand and grasp it with the right, and
when I say THREE, quit it with BOTH HANDS ! 1 !
(iCoUabse ot H'.T.O.)
What does Hodgson know about London ?

No. 1 PLATOON.
Hello ! Hello 1 Hello 1 Number One Platoon Calling. The usual
writer of these notes being on leave, the task has fallen on my shoulders
and as I am not an Horatio P.ottomlev or H.G. Wells, a too brilliant
effort must not be expected.
Since our return from Headington the platoon has lost some of its
" leading lights." I'tes. Nolan, Cowley, Harrington and Campbell, who
have been transferred to "H.Q." Wing to learn the mysteries cf the
machine gun. We wish these lads the best of luck in their new sphere
and hope tliev continue to do as well ns they did in the old platoon.
At the same time we welcome from the "crank handles" L/Cpl.
Panther, Ptes. H. Bailey and Manniiield. We also welcome Ptes.
Barlow, Wardle and the Brothers Bailey who have joined us from the
Regimental Depot.

Our Platoon Sergeant and a few platoonites arc on their annual
furlough, and, we hope, are enjoying a wellearned rest. The remainder
of the men arc passing away the time doing drill parades, fatigues and
last, but not least, improving their knowledge of those mysterious
things, Maths., Map Reading and English. All are sweating on soon
drawing " Pro." pay. The N.C.O.'s are all undergoing a long course
of "Weapon" training and S.A.T. Vols., I. seem to have taken the
place of tlie usual love yarns and blood and thunders."
We congratulate L/Cpl. Yates on obtaining a First on his Education
Course and look to him to help the lads to attain the standard necessary
for the elusive Second.
O JOHN.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Was Brinton really correct when he stated that a wasp blacked liis
eye ?
Who made the unusual complaint of the tea being too strong ?
Was he afraid of inebriation ?
Is interior economy a new make of film ? Allen pronounces it
" Imperial Comedy " ?
How long has a grasshopper had stings ? Some of the lads must
have a strong imagination !
Has Wyatt been a parson ? He was heard to give the morning
service when under the influence of an issue of rum !
Ts jam made in a glass works and are the chimneys stores for furs ?
Ask Fullager.
O JOHN.

No. 4 PLATOON.
Here we are, once again back to barrack routine, i.e.—Headquarter
Guards and R.S.M.'s parades. The Company arc having a very busy
time of it latelv and No. I is getting it in the neck as they always seem
to be the ones that are wanted first if anything is going to happen.
(More dutv, more honour ! ! OLD T.VWNKY).
We welcome to the Platoon Ptes. Marshall, Hope, Goodwin, Norns
and Ford and hope that they will soon settle down.
We have heard a lot of foreign talk in the Platoon this last two
or three months and the worst of the speakers seem to be Ptes. Matson
and Hawke. In fact, the former cannot be understood sometimes
and the other night he was heard to say that lie was cleaning his boats,
but the only tilings I saw him with was a pair of boots, so I suppose
that was what he meant 1
Pte. Phipps has now got a job at the Officers' Mess seeing the grass
does not grow too long and that the conkers do not hurt it.
Pte. Jollev is looking after the skipper's horses and all we hear him
talk about is fetlocks and bedding down ; what lie means no one knows
only himself.
The companv are now in the throes of football and when the Inter
Platoon cup coiiies off I don't think No. ! will be far from winning.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What part of the world does Mason come from and would we be able
to understand him if he told us ?
Does Cyril run his motor cycle oil rifle oil now instead of paraffin ?
Is Cliepp trying to outdo Mr. Baldwin as he has been hiding behind
a pipe this last week or two ?
Who was the old soldier that was reading a book with his eyes shut ?
Ask Chicken ! !
Who is tlie man that wipes his rifle dug with a rag soaked in oil ?
Ask Hawke !
BY YORKER.

The Band.
Bv the time these notes are in print we shall be getting ready for
Musketry after our leave, which was a great thing after manoeuvres
round Oxford. Some of the boys are looking forward to Musketry,
as thev do not like band practice and less still, tlie pack drill. We had
a lovely time at Ileadington, our rest camp near Oxford, and the best
sport iii Camp was MudPolo, not WaterPolo. It was great, you can
guess ; just like the old times in France during the Great War. Two
of our boys, Ptigh and Rowcliffe, had several good nights in Oxford
with the girls and it took Pugli a week to stop crying when we left
Camp, so lie must have been in love 1 Poor old Pughboy ?
Some of our boys say that "Spud Peeling" goes down well with
music and thev are getting their hands in for leave because they have
passed out now. (Record being, one sack of potatoes iu five minutes
and one Company in Hospital afterwards.
We are very sorry to lose Bds. Shelton, Hewitt, Brookman and our
friend, Darky Fieldsend, who broke all records in the Band by doing
nine complete years oil young hands, but they say he is hot stuff at
laving bricks.
' We have been very busy on holiday during the Summer and were
unable to publish any'Dragon Notes, but wc will make up for it during
the winter ; however, we do not want to fill The Dragon.
We hear our late Eupli. player is getting on quite fine at his new kind
of music on water pipes at ThorneHill and we hope ho turns out fust
class as Jones wants his Bassoon again together for the Draft. We have
got a second Gamble in the band and he signs himself " The Speed
King of Clitekerell " and hopes to break all records. His evening name
is "Count Sharp" and we wish liim the best of luck on his ride to
London soon.
... .
Well, boys and girls, we must close now as we would not like to nil
The Dragon 'because we want to leave a little room for "C" Company,
the next Harris Shield winners, so clicerio till next month.
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Officers— Yately Common, Midday halt.

No. 2. Section M.G. Platoon, Billets at Wokingham.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did Smitliv get Hie windup when he was placed under arrest for
dropping the drum stick on Church Parade ?
Did " Hill Sixty " enjoy the company of the Merry Widow at Heme
Bay and Bognor ?
Did Jonner play " Bye Bye Black Birds" with his knees on the
inarch from Headingtou ?
Will Darky push the boat out when he gets married to the Heme
Bay Queen ?
Is it true the only time we hear the Bassoon is when knees come in
CoalBox ?
Did Smithy enjoy the company of FlyingTilly in the tube and
did she pick him up off the moving staircase which was strange to him,
he being a farmer of Kent ?
Will Die pay out big wages when lie takes over Quarterbloke ?
We hope so. Good old " Die."
We hear Tich has a new pair of Tanks to sell and waterproof, but
they let out gas ?
When will T. Henrickson get married to his queen at Paignton ?
Wc hope she will not drug him again ?

The Drums.
Well, I cannot say " Here we are," because " we 'aint !"
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Most of the Drummers arc enjoying their month's leave in different
parts of Old " Terra."
The reason no Dragon Notes have appeared in the last issue, is that
the last Editor has hibernated.
Wc have Drummers filling official capacities.
Dick and Gos and
another are doing Company Orderly Corporal and Don is i/c Boys.
Wiiat a glorious time ! Bags of work, etc.
A competition for the C.O.'s Silver Bugle was won btf''Oick
Whittington, a popular win, Bert Bowman and Tubby Iljlh tying
for second place three times, being eventually gained bv the renowned
Tubby.
Congratulations to Ginger Thomas on his recent promotion to
Lance. Take the can back once more ! Good old Ginger.
The Battalion Football Team nlav their first match tomorrow
against the R.T.C.

NAVONOD (A.O.F.B., 1819).

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it right the 1st Battalion Drums want some new faces ? Well,
we are sending a tenor drummer in the shape of Dr. Tritton " Tritt."
alias " The I,0dger."
Who said that manoeuvres were dismal ?
What is all the ado about the 12th of December ?
Were Nutty and Harry responsible for the dumping of the car
in the recent police murder now they know something about them ?

Machine Gunners.
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Who was the badspeaking drtnnmer who commented on the bad
ordians ?i Ask the " Count, Junior."
speaking Oxfordians
Paddy wants to know if Ginger's hair has turned brown yet, and
he Says lie is not married yet.
Is the writer " brownedoff " yet ' Answer from within : " Yea."

Employed Men's Notes (H.Q. Wing).
Here we are again, just finishing clearing the mud out of our eyes
after manoeuvres.
Well, football is here again and T suppose we have to reorganize
our team.
Owing to our Syd, the " Great I.eft Half" being on his vocation,
we lost our first game of the season. Of course this came as a thunder 
bolt, after our many successes last season. We have signed on two or
three new plavcrs, which we think will do good things (as well as had .)
our first and most important being P.C. " Blacky " of the Met. lohce
Force F.C. Though he was rather shaky in the trial matches
Ii.b
his true form to show (his boots) I hope he will find his feet in the future
matches Our second and great capture is the wellknown George
Crouch of the Seemore Pie F.C. Though he cost us a large transfer tee,
, 20 fishcakes, Ire did well in the trials. The next 111 the new list
is a sou, or far distant relative of W.D.C.H.O. He is late (yes, ver>)
of Sheppey United F.C. and is rather nippy (with his fingers) at outside
right, but he has a great deal to learn in that position (providing we
overlook his finger work).
Wc are in mourning for our famous goalie, known as " Happy
Williams who was presented to "B" Company as a gift in a moment
of indiscretion, but perhaps it is just as well now the foggy wn '«
is on
(lie is likelv to be mistaken for a goalpost). W ell, then there
is—" Hallo," " Who," " Are Yes." " Good."/ Mv 'Go<
c11' ,} c.
inst got him in time. "The Pee —Eh— \Vell,
There's news for von. We have just captured the right wing of Casey s
Court Post Office F.C. You all should know his fissog, the famous
Tieli. The marvellous tiling about it is his transfer fee (the price of a
new postbag and four halfpenny stamps). Well, that s made our team
now and in the future you are sure to slobber bibfuls about our team.
Look out for next month's Dragon. It will be worth £1 .

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Since when have Saturday's kippers been preserved for fishpaste on
Wednesday ? Ask Ginger.
Ask George and then perhaps
Is seaweed used for widows' weeds
he will change.
Why did Treacle run over the Pioneers' shop when warned for
boxing ? Maybe he thought Ginger wanted the kippers reboxci
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The remaining Crusaders left with the 2nd Battalion have got a fine
Jazz Band and hope to play at different seaside places next summer.
The names are as follows :—Battle on the Jazz Drums with the help of
Crusader Taylor who is very neat : then we come to our banjo player,
who has broken all records, young Fred Strand of the rear guard "C
Company ; and talking of piano playing, Pimpo wants some beating ;
and last, but not least, Ticli is perfect on all the saxapliones, of which
we have two, one of them being on hire from Crusader DingDong.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Does Dicky still give fags away in China ?
How did Crusader Taylor do R.S.M.'s ?
Is Battle saving up for a motor bike ?
Who is sideboard Harry ? Ask Battle.
How are the Crusaders in the 1st Battalion getting on ?
Is Patsey a section leader yet and does he still clean Buddie's
buttons ?
CRUSADERS.

" B " Company.

[5LLL

w
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The Crusaders.
The members of the Crusaders' Club are very sorry to announce
that owing to manoeuvres and other things, they could not publish
any notes in The Dragon, but they were all glad to hear from those in
China. \\ e have several sketches of Crusaders who were with the 2nd
Battalion one or two years ago and we would be very thankful if they
could be put in The Dragon. We are very pleased to say that Crusader
banceCorporal James of the present 1st Battalion has performed great
duty while at home in Portland doing these Sketches.

The news from "B" Company will be very short owing to the fact
that our worthy Editor has been sent away on his monthly vacation.
However, 1 will endeavour to relate our happenings during the month.
Everything is quiet now that the noneligible draft " Wallers" are
on their annual, after surviving from the terriffic onslaught, involved
bv the mud bath at Hcadington. We are very pleased that C.S.M.
Coaster has gradually settled down in " Danker Beer " on his return
from Hie nursery, also one of the old hands back again (Cpl. Clinker).
We all welcomed the latter with a little PokyDie, just to get his hand
in.
Let us hope the last draft will quickly settle down to the routine of
their new station. They have arrived in time to take part in The
Battalion Novices and several of them appear to be quite promising,
in addition to this we have the Star scapper,
Snowball," who
anticipates doing well. Best of luck to him (Ahem !)
We regret to announce that Cpl. Wilkins has bid us An revoir
and has decided to settle down in the tropics where the " Currant Bun "
shines all day. (Shaw 11 From what I gather, the brilliant centipede
is still in the family ; consequently No. 5 Platoon was disappointed.
Our old sweat still keeps in touch with " Bumper." The same
person was speaking of being a TimeX. very shortly. Several of our
N.C.O.'s are going their bold, picking up tips from the S.I.M.'s.
I find one of the lambs have returned home after seeing the world.
Of course we do not mind as the Company is nothing more than a
collection of " Prodigal Sons."
We found it quite an easv fixture with "A" Company, nut, we regret
to say their original cracks are on leave, which puts an end to
all argument 1
Our C.Q.M.S. is a very busy man at such times of the year.
Consequently a hired bicycle or a borrowed one conquers all anxiety
of tired feet.
As amateurs of the game are only passengers, so am I. However,
we have no more news so consequently our worthy readers must buy
the next edition to read our next chapter. Cheerio !
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MESSRS. JOHN OR.NV, LTD.
Mr. Edwards (late R.Q.M.Sgt., 2nd Buffs) ...
Mr Johnson (late Corporal, 2nd Buffs)
Mr. Dixon (late C.Q.M.Sgt., 1st Buffs)
Mr. Brenchlev (late Sgt., R.M.LI.) 
Mr. Old field (late Middlesex Regunent)
Mr. Brown (late Royal Navy)

36
34
28

23
20

18
159

Mr. Thornton
Mr. Munday
Mr. Jezzard
Mr. Shaw

BRITISH LEGION.
... 35 Mr. Price
... 20 Mr. H
... 16
... 13

The Buffs arc to be congratulated on their very steady shooting.
Thev expected to be defeated by Olliy's Regiments rid warriors. 1 lit
arrangements were in the hands of Corporal Barker who is acting as
Secretary of the Buffs' Miniature Range Club this year and he hopes
to arrange for the three teams to mcetagain about Christmas.

" B " Company (Sittingbourne).
No doubt some of our readers of The Dragon were very disappointed
it not being able to read anv notes in our Ins. month s issue, of s.lttinS"
bourne and Whitstahlc Detachments. The Busy Bee apologises to
nil ior'[/^^y/^Ji'thcir'anigratillations to our Company Commander
in his having passed the Examination It eld at Dover, on thc.irdand
Ith September. The Company is also very pleased to hear that Mrs.
Dean has now recovered from her recent illness and all are very Pl(+s«}
?o see 1 er about once again. Major D. J. Dean, V.C. and Mrs. Dean
have just returned home after a motor tour through England
Bv the time these notes appear our training year for 19_6 and

yM.rL Miniature Range Rifle Clubs have now been formed in our
Comnmv one at Sittingbourne and the other at W hitstable and both
,ro affiliated to the S.O.M.R.C. The Sittingbourne Club is open to
anvbodv wishing to join including our present serYaug Terrilorials.
rt is honed of course, that it will eneourage some young fellows in
Sittingbourne to join our Territorials. A t the \\ h i t s t a b l e a t
n..,st ten of our present serving Territorials have joined the RitU Club.
Ti e Como" nv sent a team to Dover on the 3rd and 4th of September
to fire in the"Brigade Rifie Competitions and we are pleased to say that
they gave a good account of themselves and their scores were easily
thCIn'Rc!mnection wiUMmr inonthly miniature range spoon shoot, the
Busv Bee is pleased to notice the improved keenness.shownby all ranks
hi these shoots, as everybody is now turning up in uniform to fire.

The residts'of October'Shoot are as follows :Silver Spoon won by
C.S.M. Wood with a score of 33 and the Wooden Spoon was won by I te.
1''r0inotH«%nniaturc9Rai.ge Shoot look place at Whitstable between
a team of the British f.egiou and a team of our Territorials Both
teams shot verv well considering that some of he: members of the
British Legion team had not touched a rifle since the \\ ar.
...s —Buffs, 353 ; British Legion, 280.
Great lieadwav is now being made for our Annual Prize and Smoking
Concert which is taking place on the 19th of this month.^
^

To The Editor, "The Dragon."
^Kudosed please find
Money Order value twenty
shillings (20/) in payment ol' my subscription to / he
Dragon (8/) for 1928, tlie balance (12/) as my donation
to the Benevolent Fund for 1928.
.
I sent you a copy of the N.Z. Herald containing a
report of the method of turning over a page of the
"Book of Life" of the Buffs daily, as reported in the
" Sun " I thought you would like to know our Press
"down here" thought it worthy of reproduction
Re The Dragon.—The pages of The Dragon are of
peculiar interest to me just now, seeing that I left the
1st Battalion at Bareilly in March, 1S88, on exchange
to the Depot at Canterbury, forty years come next March
To all "old hands" I send greetings, and good
wishes for the coming year, may it be a much more
prosperous one than we hav.e had.
' Tiro Moana " (Sea View),
Yours faithfully,
Mahuta Road,
.
JAMES MARSHALL.
Waitakaruru, Hauraki Plains, N.Z.
22nd September, 1927.

Mrs. Smithers.
ADVENTURES WITH A MOTOR CAR.
"\n?S my dear" spoke Mrs. Smithers. "Motor
1 cars are splendid things to 'ave these days, when
yer've got a family. But ver must 'ave a mascot my
dear oh yes, yer must 'ave a mascot. Mr. Smithers
don't think so, because I'm in the car my dear; but
as, of course I said, that sometimes I is, and sometimes
I isn't, so 'e wrote away and bought a Dragon and
stuck it on the bonnet." Oh, its a wonderful thing,
Mrs. Scrubbers, and 'e looks so lovely perched on 'is
throne as we goes along. All the A.T.A. men we meets
gives us a salute, and my old man likes that because
—as 'e said mv dear—'ees been saluting other people
now for twentyeight years, and the only men to do
'ini justice is the A.T.A. men—those brave men that
stands in the road and telephones for a doctor when
yer 'as an accident. And the police, my dear Mrs.
Scrubbers—oh the police; one put 'is 'and out
suddenly when Mr. Smithers wasn't looking and it
our car iu the radiator—that's the stomach my dear—
and yer know the car stopped dead on the spot
although Mr. Smithers 'ad the accelerator full on. Of
course our car is a knowing car, Mrs. Scrubbers, and
does things on 'is own. Another time, my dear, we
pulled up at a pump—the place where yer gets the
juice my dear—just be'ind another ear, when the man
who owned the pump made a mistake and shoved the
ose pipe into our tank. Then the driver of the car
in front came back from buying chocolates or some
thing, paid the man for the petrol 'e never 'ad and
drove orf with the 'alf pint 'e 'ad at the bottom of is
engine tank—so did we, my dear ! Since we've ad
that Dragon mascot, we are in luck."
" I don't see as 'ow yer does it, Mrs. Smivvers,^
replied her friend " wiv all yer kids and yer old man's
salary."
,
.
" That's right, me dear—be sarcastic. Any ow, we
always say salary now we've got a car—its so much
more refined yer knows, than talking about pay and
yer old man's spondoolicks."
" But, Mrs. Smivvers, I read in the nights paper
that a Judge said in the Court that no man could keep
a motor car on less than fifteen 'undred pounds a year
income. Rook at you, my dear, that aint got fifteen
'undred old pence in a year. I knows what it is to
'ave a car as well as you, Mrs. Smivvers. I remembers
what it cost to keep our perambulators going wiv six
kids and it only 'ad three wheels." Mrs. Scrubbers
wiped her face with the end of Mrs. Smither s apron
and added " I 'spects yer old man gets a bit of extra
washing money or scrubs the SergeantMajor s bunk
" Mr. Smithers does no such thing, my dear. Yer
well know 'e couldn't scrub the Sgt.Major's bunk out
if 'e tried. Why, tlie Sgt.Major makes all the Sergeant
men stand to attention in tlie mess—and they calls it
'omc, my dear—yes, 'ome sweet 'ome. Why, every
time Mr. Smithers would dip tlie flannel in the water,
the .Sgt Major would shout ' shun ' and up 'ud go the
bucket ! O them Sgt.Majors, my dear—tliey do get
us women into trouble. Yer knows what I .means,
Mrs. Scrubbers: look at Mrs. Murpliy and Mrs.
Toodles—great pals once, but tliey don't speak now ;
uo my dear—don't speak; pulled each others air
out last night. Yer see, Mrs. Murphy s old_ man is
a CompanySergeantMajor and Mrs. I oodles boy is
only a Sergeant, and they aint permitted to speak to
each other in the Sergeants' Mess or walk out together
as they used to do, so Mrs. Toodles gets er own back
on Mrs. Murphy. I wouldn't mind, my dear, if e ad
a motor car, but 'e 'asn't. Besides, Mrs Scrubbers,
that fudge didn't know what 'e was talking about
'E don't know Mr. Pte. Jim Smithers, or e would
quake in 'is shoes. We bought our car second and,
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FITHE
news
of
the
4th
L
Battalion
this
month
seems
to
be
very
largely
concerned with our ' stomachs' !
Once again we were delighted to
have the opportunity of enter
taining the Officers of the Depot
to our Annual Dinner. This year
the event took place at the Drill
Hall, Canterbury, on October
15tli, where seventeen of us
entertained some nine Officers of
the Depot and were in a very
small measure able to return the
hospitality which the Depot has
always so readily extended to us,
in Puttiu8 UP various officers and
meu 011 diftereilt occasions, and

lhis

year>

iu

sendillg

Captain

Howe and liis instructors to
assist ns in Camp with our Annual Training.
The Officers from the Depot who attended were :
Majors J. V. R. Jackson and A. B. Thomson; Capts.
R: C" IIowe
Corney, C. J. Wood and W. Stone;
Rieuts. T. N. Penlington, F. G. Crozier and F. A. Airy!
(Since camp we have almost come to look on Captain
Howe as one of ourselves).
It was regretted that among our own officers, Capts.
Hardcastle and Scott, Rieuts. Turner, Sherwood,
Warner and Brooke were unable to be present.
A most excellent dinner, which included the autumn
pheasant and the Christmas pudding, was served. It
had been cooked on the officers' mess stove used in
camp.
After dinner the Drill Hall became a site for various
wild games. .Speeches were made and Colonel Burns
said lie was glad of tlie opportunity of returning some
of the Depots hospitality. They were such very good
friends to us and always ready to help in any way when
occasion should arise. Major Jackson, in reply, spoke
of the value of such annual events, which served to
cement the friendship between the Depot and ourselves.
He further stressed the importance of any Terriers
enlisting into the Regular Army joining the Buffs.
Retters were received and read with great
appreciation from MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Rynden
Bell and from the Roudou Branch of the Past and
Present Association, wishing us au enjoyable evening.
The following morning officers and nearly a
hundred other ranks assembled at Wootton Farm,
Rittlebourne, for a Tactical Fxercise and after
struggling manfully through the Rittle Stour in their
protesting motorcars, studied the problems and
intricacies of attack from 9 a.m. till 3 p.m. The
interval for lunch was almost marred by the non
appearance of the beer, but this was rescued by the
Adjutant and transferred from the perambulator in
which it was being wheeled to the front, into his wife's
Baby Austin (one size larger !) and hurried along just
in time.
The battle won, the combatants returned to the
Depot and tea. Quite apart from the military value
of these exercises, they are a great interest and pleasure
and it is nice to sec so many familiar faces.
.'fhcrc is very little general news this month. All
Drill Halls are now open and Drills in full swing.
We hope shortly to be able to welcome two' new
officers at Ramsgate and Sittingbourne. Most Detach
ments are arranging parades for Armistice Day, when
there is a chance of the Drums being heard at
Canterbury.

Talking of Drums—this year their portrait is
occupying the most important page of our Battalion
Christmas Card, which is tliis time, being reallv well
got up by Messrs. Gale and Polden, with our crest and
colours on the outside. We hope that these will be
bought in large numbers (price 3>,d. including envelope)
and that everyone will wait till they have seen them
before buying other cards.
Hie majority of dates of winter prize and recruiting
meetings are now fixed.
The Past and Present Association Dinner is being
held on Saturday, 22ud inst., in Rondon, and we wish
that more territorials would join the Association and
come to these dinners.
Many congratulations to our Colonel on being given
a year s extention. This good news will be joyfully
received by all ranks.
,
Captain Willows is on his way home to take up his
duties as Adjutant iu December. Mrs. Willows is
already home and busy househunting and we wish
them the best of luck in the future.
" A " Company (Thanet).
?5lh4?e/"" the twelfth anniversary of the Action at
W'"ch scvcral NC.O.'s and Men lost their lives
ri
'i Z
,
ar
ew^r I i f u was  ,eld at Ramssate. The Bugle Ban.!, under
Corporal j. Collins with the Ramsgate Platoon under Lancesergeant
I.. .Morrison and Sandwich Platoon under Sgt. A. HI verv were ioimd
by a strong detachment of exFourth Buffs in mufti with medals under
,1panj0r °rC",' a.!!t! amou" t!iosc pr«Wt were
MetsrsU'u?ynaxdf
s' ,}' Davis, Cork, Twyman, W. Glinn, Chapman
c
The old hanrt^as' i t"™' 0old®®lUlR°se, Colgate, Fuller and Herbert!
< omraa! / ", !
eCy "larchl;<l ficng in fours with their uniformed
a
ow
After tlic Service, Past and Present
u!!.f f !
Bulls formed a square round the Memorial Cross and C O M s Marsh
representing the Present and Mr. W. Chapman, late Number 7, Private'
who joined A Company about one hundred years ago, represented
the last laid wreaths on the Memorial. Ten Buglers, before a dense
crowd, then sounded Last Post in memory of the Fallen.
Last, .w.et'i\ Ramsgate Detachment were entertained to a High Tea
ft
after wliic.i there was a Miniature Range Competition for the Silver
Spoon which was won by Private Ansell. Mrs. Morrison, Mrs
Reynolds and Mrs. Barker again ably assisted Mrs. Witts and her
sister, Miss Pox, in arranging tea for 40.
The Margate Detachment were also entertained to tea by Capt 
and Mrs. Witts, who were ably assisted by Mrs. Johnson, whose
husband, our tierce Sgt.Major has sad to relate, had to have all his
teeth out aiul is now no longer dangerous. There was also a com
petition tor the silver spoon which was won by Sgt. II. Woodland.
Sgt HI very, the energetic Platoon Sergeant at Sandwich, is being
married on the 22nd and all ranks wish him every happiness.
ii Ba"ce;C(,rP°ral Parker, a keen boxer, hopes to be included in tlie
Battalion s Boxing learn.
Past and Present Buffs should note that The Dragon is obtainable
f.r.°'n Corporal F. Hammoii, 1 Eagle Hill, Ramsgate, our local
distributor, who through threatening to resign owing to pressure of
work, has been appointed distributor for life.
An alarming rumour lias reached us from Heme Bay that this
detach in cut whose N.C.O.'s have been asleep for some years, have at
last awakened and are giving a Dance, and it is sincerely hoped that
Lancesergeant Hayward, Corporal Boswell, LanceCorporal Marshall
and 1 hundow will do all possible to make Heme Bav Platoon go strong
this winter. It is assumed that The Dragon must have devoured
I latoonSergeant Marshall as he has not been in evidence for some
time, nor has the Skipper, but it is hoped that both will turn up before
.j"1''. worry Lieut. Igguldcn to arrange a Dinner and Prize
Distribution [this year, please).
CAMEL,
Platoon Editor.

MINIATURE RANGE COMPETITION.
t,'/1R<;"S?r"ercc! Miniature Range Competition took place at the
r,
Buffs Drill 1Iall, Willsou's Road, Ramsgate, last evening. The teams
consisted of six each and were drawn from Messrs. Olby, Ltd The
British Legion and The Ramsgate Platoon of The Buffs. Each member
tired ten shots at 2o yards' range, possible, 40, and resulted as under :
BUFFS.
.Sergeant L. Jennings
... 30 Sgt.lnstr. Buxton
31
L/Cpl. W. Reynolds
34 Pte. J.Ives
30
L/Cpl. G. Barker
33
L/Cpl. W. Fuller
32
I eg;
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.
Sec.Lt. H. de I,. Walters to be Lt. (Sept. 3rd).
TERRITORIAL ARMY.
Tlie following Sec.Lis. to be Lis.:—G. H. Mount, (Sept. 27110;
E. G. Parish (Sept. 28th).
Sec.Lt. L J. Collins resigns his commission (Oct. 5th).
KING'S SCHOOL (CANTERBURY CONT., JUN. DIV.—Lt. O. N. Manley,
T.A. Rcs. of Off. (4th Bn. The Buffs), ceases to be attached to the Cont.
(Oct. 15th).

The Depot.

RECRUITS.
Pte. S. T. Marsh, attested 21 9 27.
POSTINGS.
6282486 Pte. E. Bersey, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion,
21927.
62S2011 Pte. F. Raddon, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion for a
tour of duty, 31027.
6282932 Pte. A. Iloult and 1668834 Cpl. W. Dolbear, posted to
Depot for a tour of dutv, from 2nd Battalion, I 1027.
6282000 Cpl. J. Clinker, posted to 2nd Battalion, 30927.
DRAFT.
The undermentioned were posted to the 2nd Battalion The Buffs on
51027:—
6283415 Pte. L Abbs, 6283539 Pte. C. Heaver, 6283517 Pte. G.
Austin, 6283546 Pte. F. Ilesmer, 5283533 Pte. II. Bailey, 6283550
Pte. A. Hope, 6283534 Pte. I.. Bailev, 6283525 Pie. S. Hubbcrt, 6283523
Pte. H. Baird, 6283538 Pte. F. Isom, 6283568 Pte. R. Barber, 6283540
Pte. R. r.avdon, 6283559 Pte. J. Barlow, 6283509 Pte. A. Marshall,
6283556 Pte. X. Barningham, 6283541 Pte. R. Matfin, 6338908 Pte.
W. Bellingham, 6283528 Pte. D. Blanchfiower, 771735 Pte. G. Morris,
6283581 Pte. C. Branagan, 6283513 Pte. P. Bullen, 6283552 Pte. L.
Candlish, 6283527 Pte. C. Pearson, 6283564 Pte. J. Peebles, 6283553
Pte. S. Potter, 6283548 Pte. G. Cunningham, 6283535 Pte. P. Quinn,
6283530 Pte. W. Raekie, 6283544 Pte. G. Drewett, 6283516 Pte. C.
Reynolds, 6283537 Pte. X. Else, 6283532 Pte. S. Smith, 6283551 Pte.
P. Ford, 6283512 Pte. C. Sparkes, 6283497 Pte. T. Fowler, 6283545
Pte. A. Stevens, 1419020 Pte. R. Gardner, 6283543 Pte. W. Tonge,
6283542 Pte. J. Goodall, 6283554 Pte. W. Ward, 6283515 Pte. J. Good
win, 6283557 Pte. I. Wardle, 6283558 1'le. J. Grieves, 6283547 Pte. L
Wver, 4385202 Pte. W. Harbron, 6283536 Pte. |. Wvlie, 6283567 Pte.
F. McVav, 6448265 Pte. C. Ward, 6279144 Pte. W. Bulgin.

Established over 140 Years.
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6283501 Pte. N. Rateliffe and 771772 Pte. F. Dixon, posted to the
2nd Battalion The Buffs, 7 10 27.
6283549 Pte. X. Norris, posted to 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, 12 10
27.
DISCHARGES.
6283571 Pte. G. Tavlor, discharged under para. 363 (viii) K.R.
and Art. 1024 (a) (iii) R.W. 1926, 129 27.
6283596 Pte. A. Peacock, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a) on
17927.
6081812 Pte. G. Strudwick, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a)
K.R.'s, 23927.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shown :—
6283680 Boy G. Dixon, "B" (C), 26927 ; 6283683 Pte. M. Gill,
"B" (C), 1 1027; 6283679 Bov H. Harwood, "B" (C), 6927 ;
6283682 Pte. J. Saffrev, "B" (C), 11027; 6283681 Pte. J. Sole,
"B" (C), 21027.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6283288 L/Cpl. F. Fletcher, "C," promoted Corporal vice Norman
discharged, w/e from 12927.
6283637 Pte. B. Gardner, "A,' promoted Corporal vice Elvery,
promoted Sergeant, w/c from 11027.
6283260 Pte. S. Rofe, "C," appointed Paid Lance Corporal, w/c
from 11027.
TERRITORIAL EFFICIENCY MEDAL.
6280761 C.S.M. P. Johnson, "A," awarded Territorial Efficiency
Medal. Army Orders, August, 1927.
DISCHARGES.
6282463 Pte. L Council, "B" (S), discharged, having joined Reg.
Army, (The Queen's Royal Regt.) w/c from 30927.
6281765 Cpl. E. hopper, "B" (S) discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/c from 27927.
6282896 Pte. W. Lumpkin, "A" (R), discharged, having joined
Reg. Army (The Queen's Royal Regt.) w/e from 27927.
6283012 Pte. C. Reynolds, "A" (S), discharged having joined Reg.
Army (R. Sussex Regt.) w/c from 11 1027.
6283448 Pte. A. Seal, "A" (R), discharged, having joined Reg.
Army (R.A.) w/e from 28927.

Brewers, Wine & Spirit
Merchants,

READING.

By Appointment

AND THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

Under same control and management: Mackeson & Co., Ltd.,
Hythe, Kent; South Berks Brewery Co., Ltd., Newbury.
Unrivalled facilities for tlie supply of NAVAL, MILITARY and AIR
FORCE CANTEENS and MESSES.

Branch Stores and Offices:

Aldershot (Military Branch)—
Farnborough
Street
Farn
borough, Hants.
Brighton—(and for Worthing,
llognor, Littlehampton, Lewes,
Seaford, Newhavsn. Horsham,
etc.) 4 Castle Square. Brighton.
Devonport. — The Tamar
Brewery, Devonport.
Farnborough (and for Royal
Military and Staff Colleges,
Sandhurst and District) Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
Hastings (and for Bexhill, Rye,
Winchelsea, etc.)—Mackeson
& Co., Lid., The Brewery,
Hythe, Kent.
London—The Plough Brewery,
516, Wandsworth Road, S.W. 8
Ludgershall (and for Andover
& Salisbury Plain)—'Tidworth
Road, Ludgershall.
Oxford —67 & 68 High Street,
Oxford.
Plymouth (and for Exeter and
Western District)—The Tamar
Brewery, Devonport.
Portsmouth (and for Gosport,
Isle of Wight, Southern Distiict
and Channel Islands)—33 Mar*
mton Road, Soulhsea, and 69
Hyde Park Road, Southsea.
Salisbury —Fisherton Brewery
Stores, Salisbury.

Shorncliffe (and for Chatham.
Sheerness, Dover, Sandgate,
Hastings and South Eastern
District)—Mackeson & Co.,
Ltd., The Brewery. Hythe,
Kent.
Slough (and for Halton Cantp,
Aylesbury, Maidenhead, Wind
sor, Cookham, Marlow, High
Wycombe, Egham, Hayes,
Southall, Hanwell, Northolt,
Uxbridge, Hounslow, etc.)
High Street, Slough.
Swansea (for South Wales and
District) — 43 Orchard Street,
S wansea.
Woking (and for Chertsey, Wey
bridge, Walton  on  Thames,
Cobham,Guildford,Bisley Camp
etc.) _— 88 Chertsey
Road,
Woking.

to

H.R.H.

The

Prince

of

Wales.

SANDON & Co.,
8

SAVILE

LONDON,

LTD.

ROW,
W.1.

Civil, fllMlitary anb fIDufti bailors,
Ibunting Coats anb Breeches.

Woolwich (and for Colchester,
Gravesend, Shoeburyness, Big
gin Hill and Warley)—51 Art
illery Place, Woolwich,S.E. 18.
Malta—311 Strada Reale and
t. '< 3i 4. 5. 6, 7 mid 8 Right
Marina, Valletta, Malta.
Gibraltar—Alameda Gibraltar
Egypt, Palestine Agent: Mr.
A. W. Glover, 4 DeirelBanat,
Cairo.

TELEGRAMS
GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON.

TE L E P H O N E
GERRARD 2783.

THE DRAGON
my dear, for five pounds, and the man in the shop—
I mean garage, Mrs. Scrubbers—said it was worth five
'undred. Oh, its a bargain, and trust my ole man not
knowing a good thing when 'e sees it. Of course, Mrs.
Scrubbers, I aint asaying that because 'e married me,
but yer know 'e is so different to Mr. Scrubbers—oh
yes, so different."
" But what's the good of 'aving a car if yer can't
drive it, Mrs. Smivvers ?"
" What do yer mean, Mrs. Scrubbers ? Why, my
ole man 'ud drive anything; in fact 'e told me years
ago 'e could drive me to the asylum in five minutes.
Even the man in the shop—I keep saying ' shop ' my
dear, when I means garage—said all Mr. Smithers 'ad
to do was this, that and the like, and me 'usband
grasped it in a minute."
" As yer old man got a licence, Mrs. Smivvers ?"
" Mr. Smithers aint a dorg, Mrs. Scrubbers, and
please bear that in mind. I want no insults just
because we 'as a car."
The day for the trip to Margate arrived, and Mrs.
Smithers stood in the doorway of the married quarters
waiting for her husband to bring round the 'bus, which
was stored in the transport stable. Presently a terrible
rumbling noise was heard, like a peal of thunder a long
way off, or a steam roller crushing in a quantity of
flint. Then was heard a series of tremendous hoots,
and eventually the front portion of a motor car was
observed turning the bend leading to the married
quarters. There was a great scene as mothers rushed
to drag their offsprings to a place of safety. Mrs.
Flotsam—the wife of the master cook—in her
endeavour to avoid being knocked down, fell over
a clothes prop and got into hot water for causing Mrs.
Smith's washing to fall off the line. About ten minutes
afterwards, the car approached the quarters but the
beast wouldn't stop, so round the block it went again
and another fifteen minutes elapsed before it was
again sighted and brought to a standstill by Mrs.
Smithers hanging and tugging on the rear number plate.
" My word" exclaimed Mr. Smithers, as he got
out. " She aint 'alf a goer. The brute won't stop
when yer wants it to, which is the first sign of a fust
rate car."
" We won't go near the cliffs when we gets
to Margate, will we dear ?" asked Mrs. Smithers.
" Cliffs!" answered her husband. " Of course
not. This is a motorcar—not a blinking tank"
"Yes, of course, my dear. How stupid of me.
I say, we must ask Mrs. Scrubbers to come, yer know."
" Mrs. Scrubbers be hanged—this car's a two
seater and aint made to carry three" replied the
exasperated husband.
" Well, my dear, the man who sold the car called
and said for our own safety, as 'ow we ought to take
out a third party, and I aint agoin' without one—so
there. Yer've got to do it, 'e said, in case we knocks
someone down. Go and ask Mrs. Scrubbers to come;
and whats more, the man said that on no account must
we go out in the car unless we're fully covered
"
" What!! on a blinking 'ot day like this " inter
jected Mr. Smithers.
" Yes, my dear—the man said so. I'm taking a rug
to cover me legs and Mrs. Scrubbers must do the same
also, and our umbrellas. As for you, well, let me see,
you can't carry an umbrella, but you can wear yer
great coat."
All aboard, the party started off for Margate with
a gallon of reserve petrol. The pace was very moderate
owing to the fact that a young urchin was hanging on
the back riding a cycle.
Everything was satisfactory until a loud explosion
caused Mrs. Smithers to collapse, whilst her umbrella
went sailing away in the wind to get entangled in the
overhead telegraph wires. Mrs. Scrubbers was lying
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across the seat searching for blood and vowing she
had been shot. Pte. Jimmy Smithers made one swipe
at the brake, but got hold of the gear handle, banged
his foot on the accelerator instead of the clutch and
altogether got hopelessly mixed up. There was a
terrific scrunching and gurgling of machinery, and
after diving about right and left, the car came to a full
stop in the middle of the road.
" Get that blinking lump of old iron awt the way "
shouted a bus driver.
" Why don't yer set fire to it!" remarked a taxi
driver.
As the crowd gathered Mrs. Smithers got vexed.
" What's the matter ?" she asked a young man who
appeared very inquisitive.
" Why, can't yer see yer've busted yer tyre " came
the reply.
" I knowed summit like that would 'appen, Mrs.
Scrubbers. But it aint any good worrying about it."
After considerable trouble the puncture was put
right and off they went again. Not far, however,
before a gasping action emanating from the car, and
another full stop indicated—no petrol. Passing
motorists and capitalists glanced at the Dragon mascot,
turned their noses in the air—and passed on. The
nearest petrol pump was over a mile, and a journey
up hill. One one thing to do—shove it along. Of
course. Mr. Smithers sat at the wheel to guide the
brute and the ladies did the pushing. Half way up
the hill, Mrs. Smithers fainted, whilst Mrs. Scrubbers
let go, with the result the bus commenced to travel
backwards down hill with ever increasing velocity.
After knocking the two women friends about fifty
yards, it eventually landed against an iron sign post
which pointed to " Endham."
They ended—in hospital. But the car is dead !
J.E.

Stop Press.
the 13th Anniversary of the Departure
of the 1/4 Battalion of the Regiment to
India—29th October, 1914—there assembled
at the Drill Hall, Canterbury, over 400
officers, N.C.O.'s and men of the battalion who
served overseas.
It was a record gathering and a reunion
that will be remembered by all present.
The Colours of the 4th Battalion, under an
escort of that unit, were in a conspicuous
position in the hall.
After H.M. The King's health had been
given, Tieut.Colonel F. Mainwaring Dunstan,
T.D., welcomed all present and referred in
warmest terms to the liaison which now exists
between all Battalions of the Regiment—and
also to the splendid services of Captain F. H.
Keeler, affectionately known' by all as
" Daddy," who is about to retire after
sixteen years service as quartermaster.
Tieut.Colonel E. B. Burns, Major J. V. R.
Jackson and Captain Keeler made appropriate
replies.
Major Jackson kindly answered for Colonel
H. Findlay who had the honour of being
invited to the Dinner, but who owing to in
disposition, was unavoidably prevented from
being present.
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But my song I troll out, for CHRISTMAS stout,
The hearty, the true and the bold;
A bumper I drain, and with might and main
Give three cheers for this CHRISTMAS old;
We'll usher him in with a merry din
That shall gladden his joyous heart,
And we'll keep him up, while there's bite or sup,
And in fellowship good, we'll part.
Charles Dickens.

Personalia.
ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget writes under
date November 18th :
" My health continues to improve,
and I have every hope that I shall be
normal by the time I get back and be able
to get about the country."
Brig.General R. McDouall has been elected
a member of the Royal St. George's Golf Club,
Sandwich.
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman writes
from Scotland that he hopes to visit
Canterbury
before going
abroad.
Sir
Theodore has had most excellent shooting in
Inverness, both amongst the grouse and also
stalking. His eldest son, who was in charge
of Ben Alder Forrest, owned by Lady Houston,
where they got 70 stags, killed 51 and only
shot at 52. This, we think, must be a record.
We are sorry to hear that Lt.Colonel
L. W. Lucas has sent in his papers and is
vacating the Command of the 2nd Battalion
in January. We are informed that Major J.
Crookenden has been selected to take over
the Command from Colonel Lucas and we offer
him our hearty congratulations.

Lieut.Colonel E. B. Burns, who has
recently been appointed Secretary to the mid
Kent Stag Hounds, had two falls when out
with them on November 5th, the first
over water and the second over an awkward
fence, due to his safety iron giving way.
The Art Editor of the Evening Standard
took him home in his car, when it was found
that he was suffering from a broken rib.
We are glad to hear that Colonel Burns
is progressing satisfactorily.
" Mrs. J. B. Backhouse again sends a few
lines to The Dragon to wish the Officers, Past
and Present and the Men of all ranks in the
dear old Regiment, The Buffs, a real jolly
Christmas and everything that makes life
worth having in 1928."
Lieut.Colonel J. H. Leslie, the Editor of
the Journal of The Society of Army Historical
Research, informs us that he is starting
a reproduction in colours of " Colours of The
Regiments," Kings and Regimental, contained
in the book in the Royal Library at Windsor.
The Buffs' Colours will appear in the July
number of the Journal.
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Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Howard Smith have
returned to Bareilly after a most interesting
trip to Kashmir.

Capt. Sandilands and Lieut. Fearnside
Speed have sailed, respectively for the Sudan
and Eigeria.

We hear that Lt.Colonel H. F. Sparrow
has recently been seen at Biarritz.

Capt. and Mrs. Willows have taken a house
near Faversham.

Major C. S. Field has become a member of
the Naval and Military Club.

Capt. E. B. Backhouse is expected home
on leave shortly from the Gold Coast.

Major J. V. R. Jackson is very anxious to
obtain as many recruits as possible from Kent.
Squads are to be formed at the Depot,
approximately as follows :—9th—30th Decem
ber ; 20th January—10th February; 2nd—
23rd March. We fell sure that our readers
will do everything in their power to help.

We congratulate Capt. C. S. F. Witts on
being awarded the Territorial Decoration.

Major R. T. MonierWilliams, O.B.E.,
has just joined the Past and Present
Association and has generously forwarded £\
for payment of subscriptions for the years
intervening since the War. Major Monier
WiHiams joined the 7th Battalion on the 12th
September, 1914, was promoted Lieutenant
in November and Captain on the 27th
December the same year. He was promoted
Major (2nd in command) on the 17th January,
1927, and was transferred to the General List
(General Staff) as Staff Captain.
We are sorry to hear that Major and Mrs.
Gould are experiencing difficulties in connec
tion with the completion of their new house at
Ciboure. Major and Mrs. Gould contemplate
spending the winter at Monte Carlo.
On another page will be found some details
regarding the formation of a branch of the
Past and Present Association at Dover. Major
F. W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood are the
leading pioneers.
The prospects are distinctly good and we
wish the branch every success.
As winter is approaching, Major George
Chapman is proceeding to Pinehurst, North
Carolina, to instruct the Americans in that
winter resort in Archery.
We thank Captain Sydney Maiden for the
very pleasing pictorial supplement which
accompanies this Number
This is a linocut—(woodcut process), exe
cuted entirely by Captain Maiden himself.
We not only thank him, but congratulate him
on his work.
We thank Mrs.
much for her story

HammondDavies very
Christmas Fantasy."

"A

Capt. R. Child's Dragon Mascot, to which
we referred in our last issue, as proved a great
success. All who have received it agree that
it is excellent.
We understand that Capt. H. de R. Morgan
is to be Brigade Machine Gun Officer of the
5th Infantry Brigade. We hope he may yet
find time to run a Christmas Pantomime.
The funeral of Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull,
to whose much regretted death we refer else
where, was the occasion of a remarkable
demonstration of affection at Aldershot.
Besides our own Regiment, many officers,
N.C.O.'s and men of other Regiments attended
the funeral and sent tributes of regards.
It is interesting to note that Brig.General
Knatchbull, the father of our comrade, joined
the 3rd Battalion in 1880 when Colonel
Waldron Kelly was Adjutant.
General
Knatchbull's surviving son is now serving in
the Royal West Kent Regiment.
Lieut. H. F. G. D'Arcy Symonds writes
a cheery letter from Tamali, N. Territory,
Gold Coast. In consequence of attacks from
a peculiarly vile type of mosquito, he has been
in hospital for three weeks with fever, but is
fit and well again and playing Polo.
It is good to know that we are once again
to have a Regimental Representative at
Sandhurst. Lieut. A. J. D. Rose joins the
Royal Military College on February 2nd.
We understand that Lieut. D. W. Hendin
is leaving the .Service in December and we wish
him every success in Civil life.
Lieut. E. P. C. Bruce has joined the 2nd
Battalion after his recent serious motor
accident. We are glad to hear that he seems
to be little the worse for his alarming
experience.
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We are glad to hear that Lieut. D. S. Lister
is very happy in his home in the Bush
at Zuru. We understand that he recently
contributed an article to The Evening News
on the subject of teaching Boxing to the
natives of Northern Nigeria.
The number of officers of the same name in
the Regiment at the present time is remark
able—the names of Parry, Oliver, Crozier,
Allen and Williams each have two repre
sentatives.
We offer our congratulations to the War
Office on the new production, " Guide to Civil
Employment," price 3d.
We recommend that this should be a free
issue to all men leaving the Colours.
As usual the Benevolent Fund is
despatching Christmas Puddings to deserving
cases, and it is hoped that those who can help
will be so generous as to send donations,
however small, to the Secretary, Past and
Present Association, to help to cover the cost.
We offer our congratulations to the
Sergeants' Mess of the 2nd Battalion on having
produced quite the best Regimental Christmas
Card we have seen. We have received one
and very much appreciate it.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS

Crowne.—6188607 Sgt. C. Crowne, "D," a
son, William Charles Patrick, born at
Portland, 9/9/27.
Honeywell.—6279062 Cpl. G. Honeywell,
"D," a daughter, Violet Elizabeth Lilian,
born at Aldersliot, 18/10/27.
MARRIAGE.

Chapman—Gould.—735674 Cpl. W. Chap
man married at Canterbury, 11/12/26 to
Daisy Beatrice Gould.
DEATH.

Knatchbull.—On October 31st, 1927, as a
result of a motor accident, Walter
Dairy xnple, Lieut., 2nd Battalion, The
Buffs, and younger sou of BrigadierGeneral
G. W. C. Knatchbull, C.M.G., aged 22.
O b i t u a r y . — Continued.

He was a true sportsman and a firm friend.
He had served some three years with the
Regiment, having been educated at Marl
borough and Sandhurst and had represented
the Battalion at Hockey and as a welter
weight in the Officers' Class when the Battalion
got into the final of the Aldersliot Command
Boxing Tournament.
He was known to all the Battalion and his
loss will be felt by all as just that something
which cannot be replaced.
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Obituary.
HlHE funeral of Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull,
JL
whose death occurred in a motoring
accident the previous Sunday night, took
place at the Aldersliot Military Cemetery on
Friday, 4th November.
The coffin, transferred from house to gun
carriage outside the Officers' Mess at
Blenheim Barracks, was draped with a Union
Jack on which were laid his cap and sword
and also a wreath from his brother officers.
His brother subalterns acted as Pall Bearers
and then followed his relatives and Lt.Col.
L. W. Lucas and officers of the Battalion and
also officers of 11th Hussars, 1st King's Own
Royal Regt. and 2nd Battalion The Norfolk
Regiment.
Lieut. J. A. Bottlejq who shared with him
in the accident and so happily escaped unhurt,
though badly shaken, commanded the escort
and Sgt. Annan, his Platoon Sergeant, com
manded the firing party. The remainder of
"D" Coy. following, carrying wreaths, at the
head of the Battalion, which was at full
strength.
At the Cemetery, where a short service was
held, there were large numbers present, among
whom were MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell,
Col.Comdt. W. W. PittTaylor and the
Brigade Staff, many more relatives and friends,
the wives of the officers of the Battalion and
also many of those of the warrant and non
commissioned officers and men.
After Reveille had been sounded and all
but a few had filed away, the wreaths were
placed beside the grave, which, facing Kent
wards on the slope of a steep hill, is in a small
triangular plot in the officers' portion of the
Cemetery. The wreaths, of which there were
over forty, included, besides those of near
relatives and family friends, those from the
2nd Battalion, the Sergeants, the Corporals,
all Companies and the Officers' Mess Staff.
Beautiful wreaths were also received from the
Officers, 1st Battalion, The Officers, The
Depot, Warrant Officers and Staff Sergeants,
the Depot, Corporals, The Depot, Major
General Sir Arthur LyudenBell, The Officers,
2nd Battalion, The Norfolk Regiment, 1st
Battalion The King's Own Royal Regiment,
2nd Battalion The Dorsetshire Regiment and
the Aldershot Command Cross Country
Running Association.
It is difficult to express in words the feeling
of the Battalion at the loss it has suffered in
the death of Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull.
At first perhaps a little shy, he had a great
charm of manner which brought out his innate
kindliness of heart, he was always cheery,
always game, always considerate and never
rattled.
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Our Canadian Allies.

O

NLY a few Huffs liad the privilege either of
meeting our Canadian allies before or during
the Great War, or^of visiting them in Canada last year.
Nevertheless, the keen mutual interest between the
two regiments is clearly demonstrated by general
acclamation whenever and wherever The Buffs and the
Queen's Own Rifles meet. Between times we have
our share in the pleasant duty of keeping that interest
alive aud of increasing it. This can be done by gaining
a closer knowledge of each other and it is with that
idea that this short account of the Colonel of the
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada has been compiled and
is now presented to Dragon readers.
*

*

*

»

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM OTTER,

Colonel of the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
General Sir William Dillon Otter, K.C.B., C.V.O.,
V.D., was born near Clinton, Ontario, on the 3rd
December, 1843. He commenced his military career
in August, 1861, as a private in a Volunteer Company,
the Victoria Rifles, later merged in the Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada. Three years later, having in the
meantime been promoted to the rank of sergeant, he
was appointed a lieutenant in the Queen's Own Rifles
and on the 8th March, 1866, he became its Adjutant
with the rank of captain. For four months during
the winter of 186465 he served with two companies
of the Queen's Own on the Niagara Frontier when three
Battalions of the Militia were called out for " actual
service " (to use the term then in force) to preserve
neutrality and to prevent raids from Canadian territory
by members of the Confederate forces who had crossed
into Canada, upon Federal cities during the American
Civil War. He was again present with his regiment,
as Adjutant, when it was placed on service once more
in 1866 to repel the Fenian invaders who had crossed
from Buffalo on 31st May.
His work as Adjutant was particularly outstanding.
His promotion to the rank of major came on 6th June,
1869, and on the 4th of June, 1874, he was made
lieutenantcolouel by brevet. On the 28th May, 1875,
he succeeded to the command of his regiment and
immediately set himself to the task of making the
Queen's Own the best trained and best administered
regiment of the Militia. To questions of organization
and interior economy he applied himself particularly,
and in 1881 he published a book on these subjects
entitled " The Guide." " Otter's Guide," as the book
is more familiarly referred to, became the standard
work of its kind in Canada.
When the Rebellion in the NorthWest Territories
broke out in 1885, LieutenantColonel Otter was given
command of one of the three Columns.
On 1st July, 1886, LieutenantColonel Otter was
appointed to the command of Military District No. 2,
with Headquarters at Toronto. This position he
continued to hold for ten years. In 1895 he was in
England for seven months undergoing courses of
instruction and before returning passed his examination
for Tactical Fitness for Command. In 1896 he became
Inspector of Infantry.
When the South African War broke out Lieutenant
Colonel Otter was given the command of the regi
ment of Infantry, known as the 2nd (Special Service)
Battalion, Royal Canadian Regiment, which was raised
on the 18th October, 1899. The regiment landed at
Capetown on 30th November and on the following day
left for the front, coining under Lord Methuen's
command. That the Canadians under Colonel Otter
markedly distinguished themselves is a matter of
history, their advance at Paardeburg, which ensured
Cronje's surrender with 4,000 men, being an especially
fine feat of arms. On his return to Canada, Colonel
Otter was presented with a Sword of Honour.

In 190S Colonel Otter, now a temporary Brigadier
General, was offered the command of the 5th Infantry
Brigade at Aldersliot.Q. His services could not be spared
from Canada, however, for already he had been
designated for the important position of Chief of the
General Staff and First Military Member of the Militia
Council. This post he took over on the 1st April, 1908,
being
the first
Canadian officer to hold the
appointment. On the 1st July, 1910, he was promoted
MajorGeneral, being again the first
officer of the
Canadian Militia ever to reach that rank.
General Otter became IuspectorGeneralj^on the
1st November, 1910.
For two years he held this
important position until on the 1st December, 1912, he
retired to pension. The outstanding work of 52 years
in the military forces of Canada was recognised by His
Majesty, who in 1913 created General Otter a Knight
Commander of the Order of the Bath.
General Otter was not fated to remain for long upon
the Retired List. On the outbreak of the Great War
unfortunately he was past the age for employment in
the field,
but on the 7th November, 1914, lie was
restored to the Active List and given the appointment
of " O.C. Internment Operations."
On the 30th September, 1920, MajorGeneral Otter
was finally
permitted again to revert to the Retired
List with a record behind him of nearly sixty years
service of the most distinguished character.
Sir William Otter has happily been described by
an eminent Canadian as the " Iron Duke of the
Canadian Militia."
T.H.K.

Military Appointments
The following appointments are announced by the
War Office :—
Lt.Gen. Sir A. A. MontgomeryMassingberd,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., to be General Officer Commanding
inChief, Southern Command, in succession to General
Sir A. J. Godley, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., A.D.C. (17th June,
1928).
Ord. Officer, 1st Class and Col. C. D. R. Watts,
C.B., C.M.G., to be promoted MajorGeneral and to be
Director of Ordnance Services at the War Office, in
succession to MajorGen. R. K. Scott, C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.O. (1st Jan., 1928).

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" On The March."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The DieHards."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Snapper."
" The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry Journal."
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" British Legion Journal."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Sapper."
" The Black Diamond."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" Argyllshire Highlanders' News."
" The Leopard."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" The Red Hackle."
" K.S.L.I, and Herefordshire Regimental Journal."
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Empire Settlement.
BRITISH COLUMBIA—WILLOW POINT, NR. NF.LSON.
By Lt.Col. A. W. N. Taylor, C.S.I.

T

CLIMATE.
AO any couple, with or without children, with
The best allround climate the writer has struck
a small permanent income, desiring to settle
after being in most parts of the world. Proved to be
in Canada and content with a healthy outofdoors life
considered a Health Resort by the establishing of
in an excellent climate amidst most beautiful scenery,
a large T.B. Hospital (now closed) for Canadian soldiers
the writer can confidently recommend this settlement.
by the Government during the war at Balfour, 15 miles
Coming out to British Columbia immediately after
from—but on the same level with—Willow Point on
the war with a wife and four children, we first travelled
the NelsonKasle road. Not so hot, dusty or dry as
about the Province looking for a good location, and
the Okanagan Valley, not so wet and rainy as the West
finally
selected this as embracing most of the
and Vancouver Island, it strikes a happy mean. In
advantages we hoped for. A life of 36 years' soldiering
summer the temperature may play sometimes round
in England, South Africa, Egypt, Burma, India,
90 degrees to 100, but the nights are never hot, and
Australia and China, rendered us more or less
one always recpiires a blanket. The winters vary,
counisseurs of climates, at least, and the only mistakes
sometimes so mild that the skating is spoilt, at others
we made were buying too large a property and believing
cold snaps of brief duration of zero weather—10 degrees
the very highly coloured pamphlets and advertisements
below zero lowest ever known—but the houses are
interested parties to the effect that there was
warm, the air is dry, there is much sunshine and one
a fortune to be made in apple growing. An English
does not feel the cold half as much as one does
family with a private income of £400 and upwards can
in England. Even the AngloIndian, after a lifetime
live a healthy, comfortable life and bring up their
children in many parts
of British Columbia.
While the cost of living
can be kept down and
pleasant work enjoyed
by the growing of vege
tables and fruit, keeping
of poultry, a cow, a
couple of pigs, bees,
and so on. After eight
years' experience the
writer considers that
taking it all round the
vicinity of Nelson in
the
Kootenavs
and
Willow Point in partic
ular, are pretty hard
to beat as a spot to live
in.
The Settlement
known as Willow Point
stretches along
the
North Shore of the
West Arm of the Koot
enay Lake, and com
prises some 30 odd
families living on their
own holdings (which
vary in'size from 1 acre
KOOTENAY VALLEY, B.C.
to 40 acres), the centre
of the Settlement (the
spent in the East, need have no fear on this score. As
Anglican Church) being six miles from Nelson, a city
California is as easily accessible from here as the French
of 8,000 inhabitants, with every want in the way of
Riviera is from London, some of our community
doctors, dentists, high school, business college, shops
occasionally flit there from January to March, but it
and churches of every denomination, a theatre and
is more on account of the amusements to be found
cinemas. A valley surrounded by wooded mountains,
there, than the severity of the winter, and presumably
so sheltered that 'blizzards, storms or high winds are
they can afford it. Spring and Autumn are lovely.
unknown. The people live on one side of the lake on
the slopes of the hills (the other side is too steep), with
COST OF LIVING.
the main road NelsonKasle running along the lake
Groceries and meat about the same as England.
shore. Halfanhour by motor to Nelson and twoand
We have our own Cooperative Store where all
ahalf to Kasle.
necessities can be got. Folk who wish or require to
live economically can do so by raising and preserving
SCENERY.
for winter their own food products. Clothes, boots,
furniture, etc., are expensive, but any old things do
Requires a poet or an artist to do it justice. The
for normal wear, for everybody works. A great saving
fact that Mr. Frederick Niven, the poet and author,
in this matter is effected compared to living in England,
lives here permanently speaks volumes for the beauty
for it is only on very special occasions that one don's
of the place and climate, for no man knows British
one's '* glad" rags." People with £500 to £700 a year
Columbia better than he. Very like Switzerland and
are considered very well off. £400 a year a bit of a
Hill Stations in the Himalayas such as Nami Thai,
pinch, but possible with care.
etc.
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TAXES.

Are, practically speaking, negligible compared with
England. One has to be very well off to pay income
tax at all, the exemptions for married people and each
child bring most of us below the taxable amount. If
one possesses a house and land, £4 or £5 per annum
property tax and a similar amount for school tax covers
everything. These taxes depend on the size and value
of one's property. Tt is not easy to rent a country place
and is very seldom done. Decent houses in Nelson
itself are obtainable from £5 per month upwards. All
land and properties are freehold, so it is more
economical to purchase right out. they can, as a rule,
be bought " on terms," which means a certain sum
down and the balance in monthly payments, free of
interest, until the deal is completed—which is a better
way of paying rent if you have to.

EDUCATION.
No parent need worry about bringing children here.
Physically they simply thrive, it is the best possible
healthy, outofdoors life imaginable. There is every
thing the heart of a child desires.
They have
a wonderful and glorious childhood, and the most
delicate child would soon develop into the picture of
health and strength in this healthy air. Mentally,
a thoroughly sound education on utilitarian lines fitting
them to earn their own living in due course, is available
at little cost. One recognizes, of course, and sighs for
all those priceless things obtainable only at the English
Public School, the discipline and polish, the companion
ship of their equals in birth alone, the games and " the
playing for their side," the religious instruction, the
spirit of the school, and there are compensations and
things obtainable in the schools here unobtainable in
England.
At IS I found it extremely difficult to
struggle into the Army, my son at 18 could earn
a living in halfadozen different ways toda}'. We
have our own local Willow Point School, under an
excellent School Mistress. This takes children from
six until they pass into the Hieh School
They trot
off every morning carrying their lunch pails, are
properly looked after, and return in the early evening
to supper and bed. Tim School i« run by a committee
of ourselves, and inspected regularly bv Government
School Inspectors, Health N»rses, etc. Passing the
Examination for High School at 12 to 15 years of age,
they have to go daily to Nelson, the nearest High
School, where they complete their school education
usually in three vears. An extra fee of £1 per month
per child at the High School has to be paid by people
not actually living in Nelson. At the end of the third
year (the first year's University Course can be taken at
the Nelson High School), the child should matriculate
and be available to get ordinary employment, in fact
this comprises the end of education for the majority.
It is only such parents who are ambitious for their
children, and can afford to do so, who continue their
education by sending them to Universities. It is then
only that real expense begins. The Universities are
few and far between, the journeys are expensive, the
fees, board and lodging, etc., mount up to £150 to £200
a year per child, and the courses extend from four to
six years, i.e., for Medicine, the Bar, the Forest Service,
Engineering, etc., etc. But even this is less alarming
than it sounds, for many boys go out and work during
the long Summer vacation and make sufficient money
to pay their own way at the Varsities, or take jobs at
the College Fraternity Houses as waiters, etc., securing
their board and lodging and fees. There is nothing
derogatory about this, quite the reverse.
It is
a democratic country, everyone works, there is no
.'as, no swank of any kind.
For parents who for any reason do not desire
to send their children to a University after
matriculation at the High School, there is an excellent

Business College in Nelson at which for a fee of about
£4 per month, a boy or girl is put through a business
course, typewriting, shorthand, accounts, etc., which
should fit them to earn tlicir own living. A course
usually is sufficient from September to April. Some
girls after High School, go into training as Hospital
Nurses, for whom there are openings in Canada. Even
the daughters of wealthy people very frequently go in
for these courses at the Business College or Hospital,
and eventually work as Stenographers, Clerks, Nurses,
etc., to earn or supplement their dress allowance. Girls
intending to be School Teachers have to study at the
Normal Schools, Victoria or Vancouver.
Remember, however, that all the above Educational
advantages in this democratic country are open to
everyone. Duke's son. Cook's son, etc., both sexes in
the same schools. Chinese, Japanese, settlers of any
nationality, all are equal in the eyes of the Govern
ment, and home influence can alone be depended on to
keep our children in mental and spiritual aspects such
as we would desire them to be.

CAREERS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS.
The same difficulties of starting a son or daughter
in life after their education is finished in England, exist
to a certain extent out here. It is entirely a matter of
the personal equation. There are good openings for
the right stamp, but the ordinary professions are pretty
full up at present. Canada wants more population.
Many young men and women readily find jobs in the
States "which are so near. But, broadly speaking, an
ordinary young person should find
no difficulty in
earning his own living, though those who have
graduated at a University have the best chance.

SOCIAL LIFE AT WILLOW POINT.
One can live the life of a recluse or join in all that
is going on, as one chooses. No one bothers about
how the other one lives. Many people live in outof
theway locations in British Columbia, entirely
dependent on themselves, and one or two neighbours
(distant) for amusements. They certainly can live
more economically like that, but my experience is that
sooner or later their remoteness from the ordinary
conveniences of life begins to tell on them. It is better
to have these things within easy reach to use or not as
one feels inclined, to know that if sickness or accident
happens, one can get a doctor in an hour or two, to feel
that one is in touch with the outer world, and so on.
This is the strong point about this Settlement. You
are in the depths of the beautiful country, and yet
you have every modern convenience within easy reach.
Moreover, for people with children there comes a time
when these have finished with the local school, for them
to be parted. The High Schools are only situated in
the big towns. True, there are Boarding Schools at
Victoria, Vancouver, a small Boys' School at Vernon
and a splendid Girls' School there also, but these are
every bit as expensive as schools in England (£50 a
term, and so on). Thus parents who cannot afford
those private schools, have to hoard their young folk
out in the town nearest to them which has a High
School. This is avoided by locating close to a town in
a Settlement like Willow Point. We have our own
Anglican Church, Cooperative Stores, Community Hall
for dances, theatricals, etc. (we are rather keen about
amateur theatricals), Tennis Club, Badminton, two
Steamer Wharfs, Packing Sheds, etc.
For amusements in Summer, tennis, golf (in Nelson,
five miles), boating, bathing, salmon and trout fishing,
shooting (bear, mountain sheep, deei, grouse, etc.),
motoring, mountain climbing, picnics, etc. A motor
car is almost a necessity here, everyone has them. In
Winter, skating, winter sports of all descriptions, ice
hockey and badminton.
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If we had a few more families of our own class, life
could be made much more pleasant here.

Correspondence.

HOUSEWORK.

THE CANADIAN BUFFS ASSOCIATION.

Most married women cook and do all the work of
the house for their families, assisted by the menfolk
and children. If the house or family is large, and if
it can be afforded, domestic helps are engaged at £4 to
£6 per month. Our experience after eight years of
helps of all sorts and kinds, and of various nationalities,
has led us to the conclusion that the best arrangement
is to have a lady, a friend from home, if possible, who
will indentify herself with the family. In this
democratic country, to have a young person of the real
domestic servant class, who resents having her meals
in the kitchen, and is bored to death in the country, is
very far from being comfortable for all concerned. A
Chinese cook, if he will do all the house work as well,
is the best arrangement, but they cost from £10
a month up, and one cannot leave them in charge of
small children if the parents want to go out. After
all, the housework and cooking can be reduced
to a science, and our wives very rarely make heavy
work of it.

To Col. II. Findlay, Depot, The Buffs.
My dear Colonel,
I was pleased to receive your cable and
know that our greetings to the Association had
arrived. I have recently received a print of
the photograph of the LanceCorporal turning
over the Book of Life, and I have been passing
it among our officers and the other officers of
the Queen's Own Regiment. It has attracted
a lot of attention and may lead to something
similar being established by the Q.O.R. in
Toronto.
As you know the Canadian Buffs have an
active company in the O.O.R. and I am
pleased to be able to say that it is the
strongest of the eight companies in that
regiment. They wear the same uniform as
the other companies, but they wear " Buffs "
on their shoulder straps.
The rest of the Canadian Buffs are
embodied in the 5th (Reserve) Battalion of
the Queen's Own which is commanded by
myself at present. We are doing all we can
to maintain the reputation of the Buffs in this
country and to preserve the historic relations
between the Queen's Own and the Buffs, with
which is amalgamated the connection of' the
Canadian Buffs Overseas Battalion and the
Home Forces.
I would like to repeat to the Association
that if any old members of the Buffs are
coming to Ontario they should be instructed
to report at my office. We have quite
a number of exmembers of the Home
Battalions in the city and we try to make
them welcome in our Association.
Yours sincerely,

PLACES AVAILABLE AT WILLOW

POINT—FOR SALE.

Intending settlers who read these notes, will wonder
how it is that there are any places for sale at all in such
a delectable spot.
As it happens there arc a con
siderable number, small and large, from a house and
garden alone to ranches of 20 to 40 acres. In British
Columbia as in any other country, properties
continually change hands. Settlers joined up for the
war, and for many reasons, did not return. Others,
for family reasons, aged fathers and mothers, death
and such like, have been forced to sell. Again, owing
to lack of success in the marketing of fruit, especially
apples, a number were unable to make a sufficient
income off their ranches, and were, in consequence,
forced into other occupations. When a man could
depend on clearing a dollar a box of apples—1,000
boxes meant £1,000—it was the foundation of an
income at least, and with eggs, milk, vegetables, small
fruits, pigs, bees, etc., he could live in comparative
comfort.
However, there is certainly money to
be made if one goes about it properly. If I had known
eight years ago what I now know, I should be rolling
in £.s.d. A neighbour of mine, for instance, who had
the luck to plant a lot of cherry trees years ago, will
clear up £500 profit on his crop this year.
There are, therefore, a number of places here which
can be purchased outright for say £300 to £4,000, places
to suit all purses, and the writer can guarantee to put
prospective purchasers in the way of a location in this
Settlement to suit tlieir means and wishes without
difficulty, arranging for them to deal with the owners
direct, with no land agents' fees, and will advise as to
the lowest figure to offer.
It must be borue in mind that lakeside land near
a town is always more expensive than similar land in
remote spots. Laud owners here have it always in
mind, that if Nelson grows to a big city (which it will
do in course of time) their land will become very
valuable. In the future one can visualize these lovely
shores being the residential part of the city, with the
tram line extended out from Nelson and a bridge across
to the city, instead of the present ferry. So to pay
a little more now for land here might turn out to be
a good speculation in years to come.
Small plots of land uncleared, just sufficient for
a home and garden, can be had at a reasonable cost,
and a house quickly run up, this, as an alternative to
buying a ready made outfit.
The Overseas League has established a Migration
Bureau at Vernon House, Park Place, St. James' St.,
S.W., where full information can be obtained regarding
opportunities for retired Officers for settlement, not
only in British Columbia, but throughout the Empire.

JOHN A. COOPER.

1909 Metropolitan Building,
Toronto.

Lt.Col.

ARMISTICE DAY.
To The O.C. Depot., Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
On Friday last I listened on the wireless to the
service in the Cathedral, and was very much struck
by the manner in which the Last Post and Reveille
were sounded by the Buglers. I assumed they were
from the Depot and I am sure everyone who heard
them and who takes an interest in the Regiment, was
delighted with the splendid and reverent way in which
the calls were sent forth ; possibly the Buglers little
thought they were making history. The Regiment's
Bugles have been heard in Europe, Asia, Africa,
America and Australia, and now for the first
time,
the} were heard in far New Zealand.
With kindest regards, believe me,'
Kingston Club,
Yours very sincerely,
KiiigstonuponThames.
A. E. Cor,LEY.
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INVERSNAID.

Dear Sir,
I spent a few days in October at Inversnaid again,
and made a discovery which would be interesting to
the Buffs.
On one of the small headstones in the little grave
yard at the Garrison of Inversnaid we found some
lettering. The stone was almost under the turf, so that
the inscription had been well preserved. It was as
follows :—
Anne wife of
J ohn IIyett of
yc Buffs died
March y« 4th
1750 aged 37.
I think the name was Anne, but it might have been
Jane.
The first
letter and half the second were
missing, but as the lady must have been born in the
reign of Queen Anne (1713), probably Anne was her ^
name. The second letter, too, was more like an ' n '
than an ' a.'
This inscription is interesting for two reasons.
First of all it gives a definite date when the Buffs were
at Inversnaid, and it also reminds one of the custom
which prevailed in those days, I believe, of married
soldiers living with their wives in the barrack rooms,
the wives accompanying them wherever the Regiment
moved. They also, I believe, did the cooking and
washing for the Company.
Of course, there is
a possibility that this may have been the wife of an
officer. If so, his name might be traced in Regimental
Records.
Yours sincerely,

VIVIAN HENRY.

a

J AMAICA.
Dear Sir,
Owing to my Dragon being delayed after it reaches
Jamaica, will vou kindly address it as below.
Taking this opportunity to wish all Buffs a merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, and The Dragon
and Past and Present Association the best of luck in
the future, I remain,
M.P.S. Corps,
Yours faithfully,
Detention Barrack,
H. W. DAVISON,
Up Park Camp,
Late Sgt., 2nd Bn.
Jamaica. B.W.I.

CHINA.
The Secretary, Past and Present Association.
Dear Sir,
Enclosed please find
cheque for 1.5/, being
subscription to The Dragon.
It might interest you to know that The Queens are
in this Bde. stationed in Wellington Barracks. I have
seen one or two exBuffs, now in the Queens, L/Cpl.
Connisbee and others. All the Queen's officers I have
talked to have said what splendid fellows our Section
A reservists are. Also, the RegimentalSergeant
Major mentioned to me yesterday that the men of the
Buffs, now in their Battalion, were a very fine body of
men ; all were just A.l. It is very gratifying to hear
such glowing accounts of one's Regiment.
Headquarters,
Yours,
15th Infantry Bde.,
H. ST. F. TURNER.
Hong Kong.
Dear Sir,
Our Reservists are now well on their journey home.
They were cheered at the thought of spending
Christmas at their own fireside.
Since their return
from WeiHaiWei they have been providing the H.Q.
guard and so I came in contact with them very often.
Of coursell shall miss them if only for the fact that the
chap who roused me at five a.m. each time he was on

to ask for a bath, has gone. They were well loaded
with souvenirs, having enough brass work to start
a foundry. Anyway, here's to a merry Christmas to
them, a jolly good crowd.
I suppose some of my old friends are wondering
what has become of me, as I have not written. But
events change so rapidly owing to the quick buying
and selling of Chinese Generals, that only a press
reporter can make head or tail of it all. If I were to
spend a lifetime in China I think it would still be a
puzzle. I have seen Major Allen here in Shanghai
several times, and Mr. Turner is still in Hong Kong.
The account of the " Book of Life " at Canterbury
Cathedral was published here in the Shanghai Times
during September. If " Daylight " should by any
chance catch his eye on these few lines, I would like to
know how he is getting along with the serial story in
the paper which I sent him. I think I will draw to
a close as I have not anything else to write about and
if I had, I am such a rotten scribe that I would not
know how to start.
I am,
Yours truly.
Co. Major Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C.
H. C.MNKS.
H.Q. Shanghai Defence Force, No. 6282507 Pet.
Shanghai.

THE RIGHT SORT.
Sir,
I am one of those who served in The Buffs during
the Great War. First of all I served in the 3rd Buffs
at Canterbury and Dover and latterly with the 7th
Buffs in Belgium and France. While overseas I was
lucky enough to come through without a scratch, after
having been eighteen months overseas. However,
my turn came after the Armistice, for on the 17th day
of December, 1918, I was dangerously wounded, while
on salvage work, and through this T had one limb—my
left—blown off at the knee and my right leg severely
shattered that I had to have it removed about two
weeks later ; and my left hand was also damaged.
Then three mouths after this I had to have another
bit taken off my left limb, but in spite of all this I am
able to get about without any great effort as T have
now been fitted with the Desoutter Light Metal Limb.
I got my first issue of these two years ago and T have
just returned from Aberdeen after having been supplied
with a second pair of these. But in spite of the fact
that I have to wear a kneeling bucket on my right limb
and although my left limb is an aboveknee
amputation, I am still able to walk a mile or two
without my tricycle.
Now as I have exhausted all my news, will you
please convey my best wishes to the Officers and Men
of all Battalions, more especially to Officers and Men
belonging to the 3rd and 7th Battalions with whom
I served.
Wishing you all a successful evening,
Windhouse,
Lerwick.

T

remain

for ever,
A comrade,
P. L. ANGUS,
21236 Regimental No.

GOOD WISHES.

Dear .Sir,
I enclose subscription to The Dragon for another
year, balance to Past and Present Association. The
Dragon, leaves me to cheer other old Buffs in this
village.
T offer hearty greetings for Christmas and New
Year to all ranks, both Past and Present, and look back
with many happy recollections to days spent
with the grand old Regiment that T had the honour of
first serving with 41 years ago.
Yours'sincerely,

A. R. LANGDAT.E KK1,11AM.
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Past

M

and

Present Association,
The Buffs.

INUTES of the 72nd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot 011 Sunday, fitli November, at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels R. S. 1. Friend, D.S.O. and Colonel H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Toinlinson, G. D. Hickman and
J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe and C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
COMMISSIONS.—The
order
of
precedence
of
applicants for Commissions in the Regiment from
Cadets passing out of Sandhurst in December was
further considered ; it was decided that the list should
not be sent in until the Chairman had received a further
report from Sandhurst regarding one of the applicants.

CoTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that the vacant
Cottage Home should be allotted to Mr. C. Webb.
Past and Present Association.
(1)

MOTOR SCHOOL.

With reference to the suggestion that retired Buffs
should be trained in this school, it was decided
that there would be no objection to this course,
provided those attending could arrange for their
board and lodging outside Barracks.
(2) It was decided to insert advertisements in the
local papers regarding men who had passed out
who required employment as motor drivers, in
civil life.
CENOTAPH.—With reference to the question raised
by the London Branch regarding (a) March to the
Cenotaph, the Committee expressed the opinion that
such a March should receive its full support provided
that at least 300 all ranks could be guaranteed to take
part in the parade.
(b) The proposal by the London Branch to lay
a wreath on the Cenotaph, date to be fixed later,
by that Branch, was approved.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was decided that
next year, as an experiment, the Annual General
Meeting should be held at Canterbury during Depot
Cricket Week, and that any proposals coming before
the Meeting might be voted on, on behalf of absentees
by the use of Proxy forms.
It was decided that next year no extra charge
should be made to Buffs attending the Annual
Dinner who are not members of the Association.
In this connection the Committee expressed the
hope that this procedure would permit of many
nonmembers joining the Association, either as
Life or Annual members.
WREATHS.—It was decided that the letter received
from the British Legion regarding the sale of Poppy
Wreaths should be circularized to Branches and Area
Representatives.

LEGACIES.—It was decided that the £100 now
received from the trustees of the late Major C. C. Cobbe
should be invested in 5% War Loan Bearer Bonds on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund.
ENTERTAINMENTS.—It was decided that in future,

serving soldiers taking part in entertainments in aid of
The Benevolent Fund should not normally be
remunerated, either in cash or kind for their services.
FINANCE.—The Secretary was authorised to pay up
to £5 to assist Mr.
, who is residing in Ireland, in
pajTing off bills and also a temporary pension of £2 10s.
a quarter subject to review.

(A)

MR.

. With reference to the appeal from
this man, it was decided that it would be to his
advantage if arrangements could be made for
him to be taken into some institution, where
he would be looked after. The Secretary was
instructed to see what could be done in this
direction.
(b) A loan of £10 to Mr.
was approved provided
that the Secretary was satisfied regarding the
Bona Fides of this appeal, and that the Asliford
Branch should undertake the recovery, to the
best of its ability, of the loan.
PLUM PUDDINGS.—It was decided that as in the
past, Plum Puddings should be issued to deserving
cases, and that the Editor of The Dragon should be
asked to invite readers to subscribe to this Fund.

NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
meeting should be held at The Depot on Sunday, 4th
December, at 5 p.m.
Dover Branch.
On November 13th a most successful meeting,
organized by Major F. W. Foster and Mr. J. Sherwood
was held in the 4th Battalion Drill Hall, to arrange for
the formation of a Branch of the Fast and Present
Association of the Regiment. There was an excellent
attendance (150—200), which included leading citizens.
An opening address was made by Colonel H. Findlay,
Secretary of the Association and speeches were made
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Major
Foster, Major Jackson, Mr. Sherwood and Mr. Knocker
(Town Clerk). Fortyeight new members of the
Association were enrolled, which included five
life
members. Messages, wishing every success to the
Dover Branch were received during the evening from
the London Branch and Asliford Branches ; also from
the 2nd Battalion and from MajorGeneral Sir Guy
Bainbridge, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
who much to his regret, was prevented from being
present.
Ashford Branch.
The usual monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel, on
November 12th.
Mr. E. Carlcy in the chair, Mr. J. King, vicechair; a very large
number of members were present.
1.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary
and passed.
2.
It was decided that the next order for wreaths should be given to
the British Legion.
3
Mr. L Lancefield was elected to represent the Branch at Executive
Committee Meetings when necessary, and was also elected a
member of the Branch Committee.
4.
It was decided that the Branch should be represented at the
inaugural meeting of the Dover Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and that the best wishes of the Asliford Members
should be sent.

BRANCH NOTES.

Messrs. J. Keefe, F. ICirby, W. Hammond and others, accompanied
by Mr. Dean, were responsible for a very enjoyable concert at the
termination of the November monthly meeting of the Branch.
Mr. King and Mr. Keefe represented the Branch at the Dover
meeting on November 18tli, Mr. Cowell (our Secretary) very much
regretted that owing to illness he was unable to be present.
On Armistice Day some twelve members of the Branch were present
at the service in the High Street, Ashford, and aftei" the service the
Assistant Secretary placed a wreath on the local War Memorial.
There was also'a Branch Parade in the High Street at 7 p.m., under
Mi Cowell, the party, forty strong, marched to the Parish Church for
evening service. The Rev. Blackburn, D.S.O., very kindly reserved
scats for the party.

London Branch.
The tenth meeting of the branch was held on the 19th instant, at
the Windsor Castle Hotel, with Capt. J. K. Euright in the chair. The
Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Letters were
read regretting absence from Colonel I.ucas, Major Guy I.ee, and
messages were received from General Sir Arthur Lyuden Bell and
RegimentalSergeantMajor Vauglian. A vote of thanks was passed
to General Sir Arthur for His kind thought and expression. A telegram
was also received from the 2nd Battalion at Aldersliot wishing the
Branch a happy evening, which was very much appreciated, as drawing
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Round and About.
THIS
CHRISTMAS
BUSINESS,

The despatch with which The Dragon
is printed gives me a certain advantage
over the real live journalist, who has
to write his copy in August for his
Christmas number. While he has to imagine the
crackling of the yule log and the melodious strains of
the wait on a hot August day (there have been some
such days, the older generation assures us) I have to
put no such strain on my imaginative powers. Where
he scores, however, is in having the type of mind that
can force his pen to write " seasonable " stuff. It is
a regrettable thing, but there is little doubt that one's
feelings towards Christmas lose much of their strength
as time goes on. There are always certain features
about Christmas that affect one. The holiday feeling
is the strongest with me. But the dash has gone out
of it and that's because of anno domini. Year by year,
too, one's nephews and nieces increase or grow to the
age when they make almost vocal demands on one's
largesse.
And that's a matter of / s. d. Never
theless, it is hard to be thoroughly Scroogelike about
it all, especially when one thinks of the poor shop
keepers, who, probably more than anyone, keep
Christmas in the proper spirit.
*

*

»

#

OUR
UPTODATE
CRIMINALS,

There is no section of the business
community that moves more with the
times than the criminal class. Or,
more particularly, that section of the
criminal class whose activities are directed towards the
appropriation of the goods of other people.
The
motor car is invented ; at once they steal it. The
Home Secretary or some such important person, the
other day in the House of Commons, gave what
amounts to a company report of the year's trading of
the Motor Thieves unlimited. It made rather striking
reading and no doubt the shares have duly soared.
Then this week we read that greyhounds have begun
to be stolen.
This shows, as I said before, that
nobody can describe our thieves as " stickinthemud,"
even if such an unflattering description can be applied
to the Railways or to British Manufacturers. And,
while business generally finds
it imperative to
advertise enormously, the thief abhors it, much as
exclusive shirtmakers and tailors do.
A thought strikes me (such things do happen).
I am wrong about the advertising. Of course the thief
advertises and where ? In the Daily Press. The
only difference is that he does not pay much for it
(except in " time " occasionally). Its a great world.
*
*
*
*
SHOCKERS. Talking of crime reminds me that the
output of ' mystery ' fiction
does not
grow less. The prince of the mystery merchants,
Mr. Edgar Wallace, continues to amaze the world by
his fertility and industry and " Sapper " and one or
two others are " going the pace." My own vote goes
whole heartedly to A. E W. Mason, to whom I have
referred before in these notes. " The House of the
Arrow " ranks in my humble opinion with " Trent's
last case " by E. C. Beutley and Mason's " No other
Tiger " has from all accounts affected even Wallace
and " Sapper " fans.
I have to confess that G. K. Chesterton's efforts in
the mystery field
have not thrilled me. They are a
little too consciously adroit for me.


REAL WAR
FILMS.

*



*

After the glut of fictional
war films
(mostly transatlantic in origin) I read
with something of relief" that the
authorities have " released" the official wartime
" Battle of Arras " film.
This amazing human docu
men of the war has been lying in the Imperial War

Museum for years, during which it might have been
making thousands of pounds for Earl Haig's fund and
acting as a corrective to " Big Parade " stuff. There
is 110 doubt that the mass of people appreciate really
good stuff if they can see it often enough to get used
to it.
*

*

*

*

ROAD
VERSUS
RAIL.

There is every sign that a pretty battle
has
begun
between
the
Railway
Companies and the Motor Coach people
with the travelling public as the prize.
Ghastly prophecies have been made concerning the
probable size of the charabanc of the very near future.
The Railways' counterattack has taken the very
obvious and long delayed provision of cheap weekend
tickets. If only they would reduce fares and freights
there would be far fewer empty trains. I am 110 lover
of the motor coach, but I give it credit for providing
a very healthy competition. There is 110 longer the
Hobson's choice which the railway monopoly once
thrust upon travellers.
*

*

*

*

ADDING TO It is doubtful whether the tentative
THE ABBEY proposals for structural additions to
Westminster Abbey will ever come to
anything.
But some good may result from the
proposals if the superfluous statutary is removed from
the Poets' and other corners. It will be pleasant to
see the last of togaclad gentlemen of massive
stature.
The worst of adding wings to ancient
buildings is the danger of an outbreak of Regent Street
architecture.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN
WINTER.

One is accustomed to think of the South
African winter as something approaching
perfection. The
weather
for
the
opening match of the M.C.C. Tour, therefore, came as
rather a shock. The wicket saturated in such a clime !
And yet how one envies those lucky players and the
fun they have in store for them before they return to
another English summer.

THE SERVICES SPORTS DIARY, 1928.
We have received a copj' of the above pub
lication which we consider surpasses in com
pleteness all previous editions. The mass of
interesting information it contains can be
removed, thus converting the Diary into a
useful and practical Pocket Book.
Price :—bound in Cloth l/6d.
in Leather 2/6d.
Territorial Army & Supplementary Reserve.
Officers' Outfit Grant.
Officers of the Territorial Army and the Supple
mentary Reserve whose services are available only 011
embodiment will in future receive the same outfit grant
when called up as officers commissioned temporarily
during a national emergency. An outfit grant will be
issuable under the same limitations to officers of the
Territorial Army and of the Supplementary Reserve
who are granted commissions 011 or after embodiment
being ordered.

Army Reserve.
No Training next Year.
It is officially stated that there will be no training
during 192S for Sections '* B" and *' D " of the Army
Reserve.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

Buffs V. Canterbury.

O

N Sunday, November 13th—a perfect autumn
day—the Society met with a severe reverse at
the hands of the Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, Deal.
Of the fifteen matches played, the Society could claim
but one victor}, this being gained by Major J. V. R.
Jackson and Captain A. Howard Reed in the four
somes. But it was a grand day for a' that, and all
enjoyed themselves exceedingly, inclusive of the Hon.
Secretary, who was busy juggling on the first tee with
his new camera ; and as no illustrations of this match
accompany these notes, it is assumed that he suffered
from a severe defeat also, though we do hear that
a snapshot of Lt.Colonel Dyne has revealed at least
one fault which has been responsible for a lost hole or
two recently ! The full results of the day's play
were :—
The Buff Si

SINGLES.

R. M. Bourue ...
Col. W. H. Trevor
Gilbert Elliot ...
Capt. B. HammondDavies
Capt. J. Turk
C. J. Watson ...
Major H. E Ward
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne ...
Capt. A. H. Reed

Major R. A. D. Brooks (4 & 3)
F. A. Worth (5 & 4)
C. J. Bolton (1 up)
C. Powers (4 & 3)
V. G. .Smith (5 & 4)
A. F. W. Gourlay (5 & 3)
...
A. I,. Stevenson (3 & 2)
Capt. C. S. Lousada (5 & 3) ...
Brig.Gen. E. C. B. Cotcrave
(7 & 4)
H. R. ITobson (1 up) ...

Major J. V. R. Jackson
Total

Deal.

0

Total

FOURSOMES.
Bourne and Trevor
Brooks and Worth (3 & 2) ...
Elliot and HammondDavies
Bolton and Powers (4 & 3) ...
Turk and Watson
Smith and Gourlay (6 & 4) ...
Ward and Dyne
Lousada and Stevenson (2 & 1)
Reed and Jackson (2 & 1)
Cotcrave and Hobson
0
Grand Total

1

Grand Total ... 14

v. SHORNCLIPFE GARRISON.
On Sunday, November 20tli, the Society brought
their 1927 season to a close with a very enjoyable and
successful match, played at Folkestone, against the
Shorncliffe Garrison Golfing Society, the result being
a win for the Society by 6 matches to 5, one match

[Photo by Capt. H. H. C. Baird.

being halved. The singles in the morning were played
in dull and threatening weather, which looked as if the
worst might happen at any moment ; and it did with
a vengeance in the afternoon with the result that
several of the foursomes had to end at the 10th hole.
The full results of the day's play were :—
Shorncliffe Garrison.
J. V. W. Kell
Capt. Evans Lombe ...
Major Wilson (2 up)
Lt. Houle (6 & 5)
...
Lt. Asher (3 & 2)
Col.Comdt. Stansfeld
Lt. Clauson
...
...
Col. Packer

The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor (1 up)
...
R. M. Bourne (3 & 2)
...
Capt. B. HammondDavies ...
W. C. Collins
I,t.Col. F. B.Dvne
Lt. F. G. Crozier (2 & 1)
...
C. J. Watson (2 & 1)
Capt. A. Howard Reed (7 & 5)

I
1
0
0
0
1
1
1

Total ...

5

...
...
...

Total ...

FOURSOMES.
Trevor and Bourne (halved) ... 0 Kell and Evans I.ombe (halved)
...
HammondDavies and Collins
0 Wilson and Houle (1 up)
Dyne and Crozier
0 Asher and Stansfeld (1 up) ...
Watson and Reed (6 & 5)
... 1 Clauson and Packer ...
...
Grand Total ...

6

Grand Total ...

0
0
1
1
I
0
0
0
3
0
1
1
0
5

GENERAL.
With the 1927 season closed the full record of
matches played during the past year will be of interest :
here it is and though it may look somewhat mournful,
it is one from which all have derived infinite pleasure,
and that is everything :—
Played.
17

Won.
5

Lost.
12

Halved.
0

The fixture
list for next year is almost complete,
and will be published in full next month. In the
meantime all will be glad to hear that the Committee
and members of Royal St. George's have again very
generously offered the courtesy of their green for the
Society's autumn meeting next October.
A new member of the Society is Mr. Byron Kelsey,
thereby bringing the total membership up to 145.
And this being the Christmas number of The
Dragon every good wish is extended to all,
together with a prosperous and happy New Year.
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A Christmas Fantasy.

SIMPLY abominate all this Christmas npset "
said
the
Colonel
(whose
name has been
suppressed). " Do you suppose we're through with
it now ?"
" I had hoped so " sighed "the Major (whose name
I have forgotten) " as everyone is out or away ; but
since you do nothing but talk about it
"
" I'm not talking about it " snapped his superior
officer. " I tell you I loathe Christmas, with its ever
lasting festivities, dances and dinners and carol singers
screaming under your window just when you're
comfortably asleep. It's a beastly German invention
and it's high time it died out—festivities and fuss
I mean."
Here the Subaltern on duty came in. " I thought
I ought to tell you, sir," he said, addressing the Colonel,
" I've been talking to Sergeant I.enley. It seems that
there's some absurd yarn floating
about and the
Recruits are all so seared that they simply won't move
out of the Canteen. I went in and saw them. They're
all sitting there, frightening each other into fits. It
appears that one fellow, not a recruit, but one of the
older men, came in about an hour ago with some cock
and bull story about something he'd seen, or imagined
he'd seen, up near the Military Hospital. He's been
telling them all he was sure it was a ghost and well—
you know its Christmas time and pitch dark and all
that sort of thing. The Recruits have swallowed the
story whole and nothing I could say would calm them.
They're simply huddled together in there drinking
far more beer than is good for them."
The Colonel laughed. " Superstitious idiots," he
said lightly. " The ghost is probably only the old
Cricket Ground horse. He's often made me jump
passing there at night. Tommy Atkins is ridiculously
gulliblc."
At that moment the mess waiter came in rather
hurriedly.
" Excuse me, sir, Sergeant Lenlev is outside. Pie
wants to see you sir. He's in a terrible state, sir
1
don't know
" he paused, significantly.
" What d'you mean, state ?" demanded the Colonel
crossly.
" Well he's queer sir," explained the mess waiter,
who was obviously greatly excited.
Go and see what lie wants, my boy," said the
Colonel to the Subaltern
The Subaltern was hardly
gone three minutes. He came back looking puzzled.
" I've never seen D.T.'S " he said, in reply to a cursory
question, " but if I were asked I'd say he'd got them.
He's simply gibbering. Says he saw something out on
the square ; and then he went off into a faint before
I discovered what it was he'd seen. Pie's unconscious
now. The waiter's pouring cold water over him."
Looks like peace, perfect peace," said the Major,
in tones of biting sarcasm. " Sergeant Lenlev with
D.T.'S ! I thought he was the soberest of men."
The Colonel looked worried. " I'll go and see.
It can't be D.T.'S. You can't see things on present
day beer ! This rubbish must stop. I can under
stand the recruits. They're all children ; but when
it comes to the Orderly Sergeant, it's—it's preposterous."
But even he was baffled. Sergeant I.enley neither
looked nor smelt drunk. His character was blameless.
But he certainly had an attack of something, for even
to the Colonel he babbled wildly of some strange
' thing ' that he had seen. He could not describe it,
but was sure it was nothing human.
The Colonel returned to the mess, now thoroughly
exasperated.
" I couldn't have believed the chap would be such
an idiot " he said, filling his pipe and lighting a match
fiercely.
" Pie's as sober as I am, and yet he's prepared

to swear he saw something that wasn't human outside
there.
Its black dark, but he declares he saw
its ' shadder.' Damn fool ! Tomorrow I'll jollv
well
"
" Shhhhh !" exclaimed the Subaltern suddenly,
sitting bolt upright like a rabbit.
The Colonel, shut off in the middle of a sentence,
remained with his mouth still open, as if to speak. The
Major sat tense, on the extreme edge of his chair, while
the young Subaltern maintained his rabbitlike attitude
ol alertness. All three men were listening with every
muscle iu their bodies taut, and every nerve strained.
From outside 011 the Square came a faint noise. It
sounded as though somebody was flicking
a duster to
and fro.
Flick, flick.
Quite slowly and vet not
sharply. It was a comfortable lazy sort of noise, and
though it. was not at all either loud or aggressive, the
three men looked at each other in dismay.
You
we
I
one of us ought to go,"
said the Major in a shaky voice. Had his mother seen
him then she would have thought him pale.
They continued to stare at one another, but
nobody moved.
At length, very slowly, the subaltern rose and said
in the voice of an absolute stranger " I'll go." He
went out, moving as stiffly as a Robot.
The Colonel opened his mouth to stop him, but
nothing came out of it. However, his intentions and
those of the Major were excellent.
For a while neither of them spoke and then the
Colonel remarked irrevelantly : " I.enley wears ear
rings when he's off duty."
" Whatever for ?"
" He's awfully superstitious. Pierced ears are
supposed to prevent deafness."
" To let a little hearing in," said the Major,
unconscious of the pun " if he's superstitious that
accounts for it."
Thei"e was a sound of someone running across the
square. Someone leapt up the steps to the mess. The
door was flung open and the subaltern rushed in, while
with fright. He threw himself against the door and
locked it. After a moment or two, while he leaned
against it and strove to recover his composure, he
turned and faced them with a sort of bravado, laughing
nervously.
" There's something there alright " he declared.
" I couldn't see it of course, but when I got outside
I heard that funny swishing noise over by the Orderly
Room. I went over as quietly as I could, keeping close
to the hedge beyond the tennis court. The noise
sounded several yards off, and I stopped to listen
because I didn't want to get too near.
Then I
suddenly realised there was something quite close to
me—1 thought I heard breathing. I don't know
what it was, but it was red hot—look !"
He held out his wrist. On it was the perceptable
mark of a burn or scald.
The Colonel and the Major were at first bereft of
speech. Then the Major said : " Did you touch it ?"
" No sir. It was like hot air. or steam or some
thing. I'm afraid it absolutely put the wind up me.
I ran like a red shank."
" My dear lad," said the Colonel kindly " it was
brave of you to go at all. I don't wonder you bolted.
That's a nasty scald you've got. What the devil does
it all mean ? If it's some ass playing the fool I'll
I don't believe in ghosts ; do you ?"
The Major shook his head and picking up his
unfinished glass of whiskey, downed it at a gulp.
" Spirits, yes. Ghosts, 110. I don't believe in chains
and rattling hones and things that only come abroad
at Christinas and midnight and all the conventional
times. But I confess this thing is damned mysterious."
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

Buffs V. Canterbury.

O

N Sunday, November 13tli—a perfect autumn
day—the Society met with a severe reverse at
the hands of the Roya'l Cinque Ports Golf Club, Deal.
Of the fifteen matches played, the Society could claim
but one victory, this being gained by Major J. V. R.
Jackson and Captain A. Ploward Reed in the four
somes. But it was a grand day for a' that, and all
enjoyed themselves exceedingly, inclusive of the Hon.
Secretary, who was busy juggling on the first tee with
his new camera ; and as no illustrations of this match
accompany these notes, it is assumed that he suffered
from a severe defeat also, though we do hear that
a snapshot of Lt.Colonel Dyne has revealed at least
one fault which has been responsible for a lost hole or
two recently ! The full results of the day's play
were :—
The Buffs.

SINGLES.

R. M. Bourne ...
Col. W. H. Trevor
Gilbert Elliot ...
Capt. B. HammondDavies
Capt. J. Turk
C. J. Watson
Major H. E. Ward
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne ...
Capt. A. H. Reed
Major J. V. R. Jackson

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
„
0

Total

Deal.

Major R. A. D. Brooks (4 & 3)
F. A. Worth (5 & 4)
C. J. Bolton (1 up)
C. Powers (4 & 3)
V. G. Smith (5 & 4) ...
A. F. W. Gourlay (5 & 3)
...
A. E. Stevenson (3 & 2)
Capt. C. S. Lousada (5 & 3) ...
Brig.Gen. E. C. B. Cotgrave
(7 & 4)
H. R. Hobson (1 up)
Total

FOURSOMES.
Bourne and Trevor
Brooks and Worth (3 & 2) ...
Elliot and HammondDavies
Bolton and Powers (4 & 3) ...
Turk and Watson
Smith and Gourlay (6 & 4) ...
Ward and Dyne
Lousada and Stevenson (2 & 1)
Reed and Jackson (2 & 1)
Cotgrave and Hobson...
Grand Total

1

Grand Total ... :

v. SHORNCLIPFE GARRISON.
On Sunday, November 20th, the Society brought
their 1927 season to a close with a very enjoyable and
successful match, played at Folkestone, against the
Shorncliffe Garrison Golfing Society, the result being
a win for the Society by 6 matches to 5, one match

[Photo by Capt. H. H. C. Baird.

being halved. The singles in the morning were played
in dull and threatening weather, which looked as if the
worst might happen at any moment ; and it did with
a vengeance in the afternoon with the result that
several of the foursomes had to end at the lOtli hole.
The full results of the day's play were :—
The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor (1 up)
R. M. Bourne (.1 & 2)
Capt. B. HammondDavies
W. C. Collins
Lt.Col. F. B.Dvne
Lt. F. G. Crozier (2 & 1)
C. J. Watson (2 & 1)
Capt. A. Howard Reed (7 &

...
...
...
...
5)

Total ...

Shorncliffe Garrison.
J. V. W. Kell
Capt. Evans Lombe
Major Wilson (2 up)
Lt. Houle (6 & 5)
...
Lt. Asher (3 & 2)
Col.Comdt. Stansfeld...
I.t. Clauson
...
Col. Packer
...
...

1
I
0
0
0
1
1
1
5

...

0
0
1
1
1
0
0
0

Total ...

3

...
...

FOURSOMES.
Trevor and Bourne (halved) ... 0 Kell and Evans Lombe (halved)
...
HammondDavies and Collins
0 Wilson and Houle (1 up)
Dyne and Crozier
...
... 0 Asher and Stansfeld (1 up) ...
Clauson
and
Packer
Watson and Reed (6 & 5)
... 1
Grand Total ...

6

Grand Total ...

0
1
1
0
5

GENERAL.
With the 1927 season closed the full record of
matches played during the past year will be of interest :
here it is and though it may look somewhat mournful,
it is one from which all have derived infinite pleasure,
and that is everything :—
Played.
17

Won.
5

Lost.
12

Halved.
0

The fixture
list for next year is almost complete,
and will be published in full next month. In the
meantime all will be glad to hear that the Committee
and members of Royal St. George's have again very
generously offered the courtesy of their green for the
Society's autumn meeting next October.
A new member of the Society is Mr. Byron Kelsey,
thereby bringing the total membership up to 145.
And this being the Christmas number of The
Dragon every good wish is extended to all,
together with a prosperous and happy New Year.
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Motoring in South Africa.

Between Durban and Maritzburg.

I

N order to appreciate properly tlie great improve
ments which have been effected in motor cars
during the last few years, it is necessary to use them
anywhere but in England, where the perfect roads are
of little use for testing purposes.
The writer
occasionally drives an English twoseater 10 h.p. car
from an outoftheway farm in the bushveldt of the
Western Transvaal to Durban and back, and an
account of the route, etc., may, or may not, interest
the tarred road speedster in "England."
On the last occasion, the car covered the 150 miles
to Jahannesburg during the first day, not a long run,
but the bushveldt roads, as far as Rustenburg, are
mere sandy tracks, not improved by the heavy motor
buses which are now used by the government to open
up districts where railways do not exist. The roads
wind through trees and bushes which bristle with
thorns three inches long, so that the slightest deviation
from the track means punctures innumerable, 'but are
fairly good in dry weather—and it has not rained
properly there for three years now. Once on the high
veldt, halfway to Johannesburg, tlie main road becomes
hard and smooth, though there is great scarcity
of water in the district, a matter important for small
ears in hot weather. There is plenty of traffic since
farmers, mining officials and commercial travellers all
use motor transport nowadays.
Starting early from Johannesburg the second day,
the best bit of highway in the Union stretches right
away to the Natal border in an almost straight line.
This road would astonish those who only knew it during
the Boer War and for years afterwards, when the
traveller had the choice of five or six rutty tracks which
wandered all over the country. It is now one broad,
wellengineered highway, 154' miles in length, passing
through Heidelberg and Standerton as of old, but now
straightened, graded and bridged. When driving
a little bus whose maximum speed and that only on
a down grade, is barely 35 tn.p.h., uncharitable
thoughts cannot be helped as the big American
limousines rush by at anything over 60 m.p.h.,
especially when Jim Fish—tlie local nickname for the
native—dressed in immaculate chauffeur's kit, is in
the driving seat. Native drivers are mostly employed
by the Johannesburg " aristocrats," who encourage
their servants to proceed at not less than a mile
a minute whenever possible, and to stick to the crown
of the road up to the last second. The Indian drivers
in Natal can share the same bun, as tliey are popularly
supposed to get a great deal more out of Fords
than ever Henry did, especially roimd corners.
The little car plugged steadily along at 25 m.p.h.,
doing well over 40 m.p.g., which is what really matters

Half way between Durban and Maritzburg.
when petrol is 3/6 a gallon, to Standerton, still much
the same in appearance as when the cantonments were
there. Here the road passes over the old rifle range
where the Buffs Company of the 5th M.I. made such
good shooting for the Empire Cup in 1906, when Birrell
was SergeantMajor, and Coveney, Jeffreys, Seath and
Moore were amongst the Sergeants. What remains
of the barracks is now a government school, surrounded
by trees. There are plenty of trees now all over that
district, and the farmers seem to do considerably more
work than they did twenty years ago—not a very
difficult feat. The same excellent road leads on to
Volkrust, passing Sandfontein, where the Boer
commandoes concentrated
and
waited for
the
declaration of war to be made by their leaders, who,
in their turn were waiting for the spring grass to grow
long enough to feed their ponies, before they would
leave the Transvaal. One learns many sidelights on
that little squabble, as it seems now, from the old
Dutch leaders, and the weather entered much more
into their calculations than into ours.
The view into Natal from tlie top of I.aing's Nek is
very fine, and the route now leads up and down the
foothills of the Drakensbnrg range through a well
wooded and wellwatered country, being commanded
by Majuba Mountain on the right, but the road itself
takes on a distinctly sporting character, and its surface
is too stony for comfort, whilst in wet weather it is
sometimes impassable. Newcastle was reached well
before darkness set in, 188 miles froni Johannesburg,
though the average speed only worked out at 21 m.p.h.,
for which the last forty miles were responsible. On
the third day the road from Newcastle led over the
Biggarsberg
by
a
wellgraded
pass,
through
Elandslaagte and Dundee, to Ladysmith, but cannot
be called good at any time.
The authorities
responsible for road maintenance in Natal are very
short of funds, whilst the Transvaal roads are paid for
by the monej' raised by taxing the Rand mines. There
are mines—coal only—in this part of Natal, but their
only contribution to tlie roads is coal dust, which is
used as a binding, as one realises on a windy day.
Ladysmith is not much larger than it was at the time
of the siege, but the road improves and leads through
a new town at Colenso, which is the centre of the
electrification scheme which proves the power for
running the main fine of the railway in this part of
Natal. By this means very heavy coal trains are now
run down to Durban at a surprisingly fast pace, too
fast, in fact, for the permanent way, as accidents are
common. An uptodate, but hilly, road leads to
Estcourt. 122 miles from Newcastle, and the end of
the third day's run.
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Biggarsberg Pass overlooking Elandslaagte.
At Estcourt, news was received of a heavy snowfall,
which had blocked the road for the past day or two,
but a day's sunshine had melted it, though on leaving
that town next day the result of the snow could be
seen at once, as the surface of the road was like
a pebbly beach for a few miles.
Conditions soon
improved, and for the first time, green grass was visible
all over the surrounding hills, which make this part
of the journey a good test in hill climbing for small
cars. The old iniquitous descent into Maritzburg,
2,000 feet in four miles, and the worst hill on any main
road in the Union, is now a thing of the past, as there
is a good deviation which avoids it. From Martizburg,
tlie first twenty miles are spoilt by currugations due to

Main road between Durban and Maritzburg.
Well engineered.
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Top of Laing's Nek Pass looking into Natal.
excessive traffic on a badly made surface, but one soon
reaches tlie only long bit of tarred road in Africa, and
English conditions prevail the rest of the way to
Durban, 144 miles from Estcourt, and the end of the
journey from the bushveldt, 574 miles away. The
petrol consumption for the trip worked out at almost
exactly 40 miles to the gallon, but the mileage per hour
which is, after all, a personal matter, was nothing to
boast about. Many travellers would only spend three
days over the run, but, oil the other hand, most of the
country is so interesting and picturesque that a week
or more would not be misspent.
S. h. P. BARKER,
P.O. Durban, Natal.

Top of Laing's Nek Pass looking into the Transvaal.

Some Fixtures, 1928.
Association Football—February 16th. British Army v. Belgian Army in London.
21st. British Army v. French Army in Paris.
April 9th. Army Cup Final at Aldershot.
Cricket—July 9th—lltli. Oxford v. Cambridge.
„ 13th—14th. Eton v. Harrow.
Polo—July 2nd—7th. InterRegimental Tournament at Hurlingham.
Racing—March 23rd & 24tli. Land Military Meeting, Sandown Park.
March 28th. The Lincolnshire Handicap.
„ 30th. The Grand National.
June 8th. The Derby.
„ 20th. Royal Hunt Cup Ascot.
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A Christmas Fantasy.

SIMPLY abominate all this Christmas upset "
said
the
Colonel
(whose
name has been
suppressed). " Do you suppose we're through with
it now ?"
" I had hoped so " sighed 'the Major (whose name
I have forgotten) " as everyone is out or away ; but
since you rlo nothing but talk about it
"
" I'm not talking about it " snapped his superior
officer. " I tell you I loathe Christmas, with its ever
lasting festivities, dances and dinners and carol singers
screaming under your window just when you're
comfortably asleep. It's a beastly German invention
and it's high time it died out festivities and fuss
I mean."
Here the Subaltern on duty came in. " I thought
I ought to tell you, sir," he said, addressing the Colonel,
" I've been talking to Sergeant Lenlev. It seems that
there's some absurd yarn floating about and the
Recruits are all so scared that they simply won't move
out of the Canteen. I went in and saw them. They're
all sitting there, frightening each other into fits. It
appears that one fellow, not a recruit, but one of the
older men. came in about an hour ago with some cock
and bull story about something he'd seen, or imagined
he'd seen, up near the Military Hospital. He's been
telling them all he was sure it was a ghost and well—
you know its Christmas time and pitch dark and all
that sort of thing. The Recruits have swallowed the
story whole and nothing I could say would calm them.
They're simply huddled together in there drinking
far more beer than is good for them."
The Colonel laughed. " Superstitious idiots," lie
said lightly. " The ghost is probably only the old
Cricket Ground horse. He's often made me jump
passing there at night. Tommy Atkins is ridiculously
gullible."
At that moment the mess waiter came in rather
hurriedly.
" Excuse me, sir, Sergeant Lenlev is outside. He
wants to see you sir. He's in a terrible state, sir
1
don't know
" he paused, significantly.
" What d'vou mean, state ?" demanded the Colonel
crossly.
" Well he's queer sir," explained the mess waiter,
who was obviously greatly excited.
Go and see what he wants, my boy," said the
Colonel to the Subaltern
The Subaltern was hardly
gone three minutes. He came back looking puzzled.
" I've never seen D.T.'S " he said, in reply to a cursory
question, " but if I were asked I'd say he'd got them.
He's simply gibbering. Savs he saw something out on
the square ; and then he went off into a faint before
I discovered what it was he'd seen. He's unconscious
now. The waiter's pouring cold water over him."
" Looks like peace, perfect peace," said the Major,
in tones of biting sarcasm. " Sergeant Lenlev with
D.T.'S ! T thought he was the soberest of men."
The Colonel looked worried. " I'll go and see.
It can't be D.T.'S. You can't see things on present
day beer ! This rubbish must stop. I eau under
stand the recruits. They're all children ; but when
it comes to the Orderly .Sergeant, it's—it's preposterous."
But even he was baffled. Sergeant Lenley neither
looked nor smelt drunk. His character was blameless.
But he certainly had an attack of something, for even
to the Colonel he babbled wildly of some strange
' thing ' that he had seen. He could not describe it.
but was sure it was nothing human.
The Colonel returned to the mess, now thoroughly
exasperated.
" I couldn't have believed the chap would be such
an idiot " he said, filling his pipe and lighting a match
fiercely.
" He's as sober as I am, and yet he's prepared

to swear he saw something that wasn't human outside
there.
Its black dark, but he declares he saw
its ' shadder.' Damn fool ! Tomorrow I'll jolly
well
"
" Shhhhh !" exclaimed the Subaltern suddenly,
sitting bolt upright like a rabbit.
The Colonel, shut off in the middle of a sentence,
remained with his mouth still open, as if to speak. The
Major sat tense, on the extreme edge of his chair, while
the young Subaltern maintained his rabbitlike attitude
of alertness. All three men were listening with every
muscle in their bodies taut, and every nerve strained.
From outside 011 the Square came a faint noise. It
sounded as though somebody was flicking a duster to
and fro.
Flick, flick.
Quite slowly and yet not
sharply. It was a comfortable lazy sort of noise, and
though it was not at all either loud or aggressive, the
three men looked at each other in dismay.
" You
we
I
one of us ought to go,"
said flic Major in a shaky voice. Had his mother seen
him then she would have thought him pale.
They continued to stare at one another, but
nobody moved.
At length, very slowly, the subaltern rose and said
in the voice of an absolute stranger " I'll go." He
went out, moving as stiffly as a Robot.
The Colonel opeued liis mouth to stop him, but
nothing came out of it. However, his intentions and
those of the Major were excellent.
For a while neither of them spoke and then the
Colonel remarked irrevelautly : " Lenley wears ear
rings when he's off duty."
" Whatever for ?"
" He's awfully superstitious. Pierced ears arc
supposed to prevent deafness."
" To let a little hearing in," said the Major,
unconscious of the pun " if he's superstitious that
accounts for it."
There was a sound of someone 1 mining across the
square. Someone leapt up tlie steps to the mess. The
door was flung open and the subaltern rushed in, while
with fright. He threw himself against the door and
locked it. After a moment or two, while he leaned
against it and strove to recover his composure, he
turned and faced them with a sort of bravado, laughing
nervously.
There's something there alright " lie declared.
" I couldn't see it of course, but when I got outside
I heard that funny swishing noise over by the Orderly
Room. I went over as quietly as I could, keeping close
to the hedge beyond the tenuis court. The noise
sounded several yards off. and I stopped to listen
because I didn't want to get too near.
Then I
suddenly realised there was something quite close to
me— 1 thought I heard breathing. I don't know
what it was, but it was red hot—look !"
He held out his wrist. On it was the perceptable
mark of a burn or scald.
The Colonel and the Major were at first bereft of
speech. Then the Major said : " Did you touch it ?"
" No sir. It was like hot air, or steam or some
thing. I'm afraid it absolutely put the wind up me.
I ran like a red shank."
" My dear lad," said the Colonel kindly " it was
brave of you to go at all. I don't wonder you bolted.
That's a nasty scald you've got. What the devil does
it all mean ? If it's some ass playing tlie fool I'll
I don't believe in ghosts ; do you ?"
The Major shook his head and picking up his
unfinished glass of whiskey, downed it at a gulp.
" Spirits, yes. Ghosts, no. I don't believe in chains
and rattling bones and things that only come abroad
at Christmas and midnight and all the conventional
times. But I confess this thing is damned mysterious."
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Neither of them doubted the Subaltern or seemed
fired with any desire to investigate the mystery
personally.
" I wish to heaven somebody would come and sing
carols " remarked the Colonel wistfully.
The Major seemed amused. " If you'd only heard
yourself on the subject of carols a short while ago "
he said. "It was a fair treat."
" I know " returned the other regretfully, " but
I've changed my mind. A few carols would soothe
me. I feel in need of them. They'd do me a lot of
good. Where 011 earth is everyone ? Ring the bell ;
I must have a drink."
The Major leant forward and rang the bell furiously
for the waiter.
Nobody answered the summons.
After some minutes, that seemed like hours aud just
lis the Major was about to go in search of the waiter,
a slight noise from outside the window paralised them
all again. It sounded like a plain, unvarnished and
somewhat aggressive ' sniff.' Immediately afterwards
came a kind of rustling noise and something shuffled
up the steps to the mess. The Subaltern applied his
ear to the key hole.
When nothing occurred he
relinquished his place to the Major, who almost
immediately leapt back with a shriek of pain, and
stood with both hands to his ear.
Wiieh they
persuaded him to remove his hands they saw a large
red mark 011 his ear extending down his neck, and
forming into a blister.
" I've been burnt," he declared wildly.
It was the Colonel who took the bull*by the horns,
and with a recklessness born of despair, he turned the
key and flung
the door open wide. He was met by
a blast of hot air which scorched his face and made his
hair frizzle. To his lasting praise let it be mentioned
that he never flinched.
He stepped back in a dignified
manner and put up his arm to protect his face.
" A thousand pardons " said a husky voice " my
breath has scorched you ! I completely forgot to turn
off the steam."
Into the room ambled the strangest creature.
From his throat and underneath his body his skin lay
in great folds. His back was scaled and his queer,
amiable head was surmounted by pointed ears. He
had a bright red tonge, barbed, and a pair of powerful
wings, which sprang from his shoulders. His long tail
waved slowly backwards and forwards as he walked,
sounding something like a duster being flicked
to aud
fro.
He walked very slowly, ambling along heavily and
lazily and panting slightly.
To the astonished trio he appeared oddly familiar,
though not at all alarming.
" The devil !" exclaimed the Major, retreating
hurriedly.
You hurt me," replied the husky voice reproach
fully. " I particularly dislike the devil. I disclaim
all resemblance to him."
The Subaltern recognised him first.
" It's the Dragon, Sir," he whispered, but the
Colonel replied forcibly " Stuff and rubbish ! there's
110 such animal."
The Dragon, having reached the fire, sat down in
front of it and began to cry. The emotion was quite
unmistakable. Great tears coursed dowu his face
forming pools on the floor.
" Oh you are unkind " he sobbed. " I never would
have believed it of you ! First you call me the
ddevil, aud now you say I can't be me because there's
no such thing !"
" Well do explain," begged the Subaltern who,
perhaps because he had left the nursery more recently
than the other two, was less incredulous, " We've uever
seen you before about loose so to speak. Where have
you come from ?"
" From my hill of course, up by the 30 Jlvards
range," explained tlie Dragon peevishly. " You see
me there every day. I've never wanted to move
before. But I've got a complaint to lodge aud I'm
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allowed to prowl about on Christmas night if I want
to. But you are all so dreadful shy. I met someone
up by the Hospital and just as I was about to speak he
gave a howl and ran off. Another man outside here
did the same thing. I wonder why ?"
" Well you were breathing fire,"
remarked the
Subaltern reproachfully, holding out his wrist.
The Dragon apolgised charmingly. " It's so easy
to forget these little courtesies, isn't it ?" he concluded,
conversationally.
" I don't know. I'm not accustomed to breathing
flames," snapped tlie Major, whose neck and ear were
smarting severely. " What do you want here ?"
" I want to speak to someone in authority,"
returned the Dragon. " I have a complaint to make.
You see Christmas evening is tlie only time in the year
when I'm allowed to complain.
I've been too
infernally lazy up till now."
" What is the complaint ?" asked the Colonel. " I
am more or less in authority here at present."
The Dragon bowed.
" You see," he said " I am naturally lazy. To
begin with I was merely intended to assist in holding
up the arms of Queen Elizabeth. It was perfectly
simple and just the job for me."
" Afterwards I became your Regimental Badge and
for years now I've been 011 your colours and your coat
lapels and your uniform hats.
I didn't care for
so much change at first, but soon got used to it and
went into many Battles with the Regiment.
" Then you started playing about with my figure.
1 wouldn't like to tell you how often it's been changed
since Elizabeth's day. After Marlborough's campaign
J grew long and thin, due to the long marches we took
(I simply detest movement) and now 1 am short and
stout again. However, I didn't say anything. It's
all in a day's work."
" Lately I've been made into a beautiful golf trophy
by Sir Arthur LyndenBell, and I'm to be competed
for every year. Where 1 am now I keep fairly warm
over tlie fireplace.
But I do draw the line at being
turned into a motorcar mascot. I'm a conservative
I am. I don't hold with golf balls and motor cars and
neither would Queen Elizabeth I feel sure. I tell you
if this sort of thing goes 011 I shall be seriously annoyed.
You take too many liberties with me."
The Colonel tried to soothe him as it was qtute
apparent that he really was upset, and it would never
do for the Regimental" Dragon to get aimoyed.
" Oh come now," persuaded the Colonel tactfully,
" all conservatives play golf aud drive cars. You've
been dreaming, Dragon. It's high time you took a look
round. The present King and Queen both drive a car
and thoroughly approve of golf."
The Dragon looked amazed. " Do they really ?"
he asked.
Well, that does alter things. Do all
conservatives drive cars ?"
" All of them " declared the Colonel, positively.
" And do they all have Dragon mascots ?"
" Certainly not," replied the Colonel, " it's only
intended for Buffs."
' 1 see—quite, quite," agreed the Dragon, but it
was very obvious that he would have liked a little more
general distinction.
" I have seen a car outside," he went on " a small,
ugly yellow thing, that makes a great deal of noise."
" L.S.D.," remarked the Subaltern, " My car."
" Why do you call it LS.D. ?" enquired the Dragon.
" Because it goes so fast. My other car was called
L.S.D. too, but that was only because it went
nowhere."
Two spurts of flame
darted out of the Dragon s
mouth.
.
"Be careful," shouted the Major.
lhats the
second time you've burnt me."
The Dragon apologised again. " It's only when
I'm amused," he said/ "I won't do it any more.
Now that car hasn't got a mascot—has it ?
The Subaltern looked ashamed. " I simply can t
afford one," he said.
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" Then ask Father Christmas " suggested the
Dragon obligingly, " though I must say I hate all this
rushing and tearing about. Still if the thing is done,
one must be in the swim I say."
" Have a tot of rum " suggested tlie Colonel, ringing
the bell. His offer was joyfully accepted.
Unfortunately, however, they had forgotten the
mess waiter, who this time answered the summons.
When he saw the Dragon he fell on his knees and
howled. " Get up " said the Subaltern. " Where
are your manners. Go aud get some rum for the
Dragon and a whiskey and soda all round for us. And
look here," in an undertone " have something yourself
and put it down to me." The waiter staggered out
and took so long returning that the Subaltern had to
go and fetch the drinks himself. The waiter had so
far been attending to one order—the last.
" Now look here, Dragon," said the Colonel over his
whiskey. " Don't you go complaining any more.
There's nothing to complain about—see ?
You're
about the most popular mascot in the British Army
and you're always kept up to date. The Regiment
would be nothing without you."
" Alright" said the Dragou, " I won't complain
any more, now I know ; but I like to be a proper
conservative and I like to be consulted. I must go
back now—my time is up. I must thank you for a
pleasant evening. Goodbye Colonel—so glad to have
met you.
Goodbye Major—I regret deeply that
I scorched
you.
Goodbye—you, Sir,"
to
the
Subaltern" and don't forget what to ask Father
Christmas for. I like to be up to date you know."
He waddled out of the mess, down the steps and out
into the darkness.
For some time they could hear his tail ' flick,
flicking ' as he climbed slowly back to his hill.
K.E.HD.

"The Salisbury and Winchester
Journal.
(DATED 25th JANUARY, 1796).

Extract from a letter from an officer in Barracks in
Canterbury, dated January 20th, 1796.
" The barracks at this place, excepting those
occupied by the Scotch Greys, are horrid indeed, and
the accommodations the worst I ever met with. A
small room, 12 or 16 feet square, is occupied by 18
men, and there is only a single blanket and coverlet
allowed between two of them. The forces here consist
of The Greys, the 30th and 32nd Light Dragoons,
Somerset and Derby Militias, with a Troop of Horse
Artillery, a park and the Battalion guns belonging tp
the Regiment."
" A General Court Martial, of which the Earl
of Cork was President, had sentenced Joseph Ward,
a private in the Derbyshires, to receive 700 lashes and
be drummed out of the regiment for disrespectful aud
mutinous behaviour, and striking one of the officers ;
His Majesty remitted 400 of the lashes and the
remainder of the sentence was executed this day, at the
Horse Barracks, occupied by the Greys ; but as the
Derbyshire and Somersetshire regiments \uere marching
in line through the City to the Barrack yard, to witness
it, the Derbyshires first,
the Major of the Regiment
(who Commanded) was assaulted at the end of Palace
Street by a mob, who pelted him with stones, apples,
potatoes and dirt, till he was much bruised, and so
completely covered with mud, that it was barely
possible to recognize his person ; every other officer
of the corps who was on foot was grossly abused and
illtreated ; and the women in the mob were
particularly daring and abusive, thrusting their fists
in the officers' faces and calling them the most
approbious names; which greatly to the honour of

the officers, they chose to submit to, rather than give
such orders as "would cause bloodshed, and brought
inevitable destruction on their assaulters. The officers
in the Somersetshire were not considered by the mob
as parties in procuring the man's punishment, and were
therefore permitted to pass quietly, except that one of
the privates was accidentally struck between the eyes
by a stone thrown by a woman, aud aimed at the head
of a Derbyshire officer, which laid the man's forehead
open, but the wound is not likely to be dangerous."
" Canterbury in 1796." Extracts written by Colonel
Backhouse.

Aylesham,
PROGRESS OF NEW KENT TOWN.
UITHE first
section of the new town which is being
I
made a few miles north of Dover, to provide
accommodation for some of the miners who are
developing the Kent coalfield, will be completed early
in the new year and will then have a population of
about 2,000.
The heads of the families who will
occupy these houses are all employed at the Snowdown
Colliery, and it is possible that at some time in the
future the new town, which has been called Aylesham,
will have to provide accommodation in connection
with the new pits at Adisham or Wingham.
An official statement made by Professor L. P.
Abercrombie as to the progress and prospects contains
the following :—
Colliery development is necessarily a slow process
and while the coal prospects are good there is at present
no indication as to when the projected pits at Adisham
or Wingham may be started, nor any definite
information as to the additional industries which will
be likely to follow the collieries. It will, however, be
very generally agreed that most of the older towns
are too cramped in the width of their shopping
streets and in central squares, station approaches, and
parking grounds for motorcars. That mistake, which
could hardly have been avoided in these older towns,
will not be repeated at Aylesham. A visitor to the site
today who sees the extent of the shopping centre and
roads laid out, partly in open fields, might be tempted
to think the space too ample, but a town, unlike
a child, cannot change its clothes as it grows up ; its
plan must be laid down for its full stature at the outset.
The first contract for the erection of 400 houses is
well in hand and it is hoped that the whole of
the houses will be completed and occupied early in the
New Year. These houses are disposed on either side
of the shallow valley which forms the principal natural
feature of the site,"the valley bottom for the present
being unbuilt ou. The roads follow the contour lines
and so converge on the shopping centre ; and at this
point the main axis of the town is crossed at right
angles by a 60 ft. road (20 ft. carriageway at present),
which will eventually be extended beyond the
boundaries of the estate and form the chief approach
from the Snowdown Pit. On this road will shortly be
built a hall for the Church of England, and a Baptist
chapel ; and a hotel on the same road is Hearing
completion. In the shopping square sites have already
been sold for banks and shops, of which the
Cooperative Store is also nearing completion. Sites
in other parts of the town have also been acquired for
a Roman Catholic church and school, the Salvation
Army, and Glynn Vivian Miners' Mission Hall.
It is added that although temporary buildings arc
not approved,the Kent Education Committee has been
allowed to erect a temporary school building in order
to avoid delay. This will be followed by a permanent
building within 12 months.
There will also be
a temporary railway station for the present.
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The 1st Battalion.

J

U S T when everyone
at home is breathing
a sigh of relief that the
main activities of soldiering
for the year are at last
drawing to a close, and
are consequently looking
forward eagerly to a spell
of
leave,
or
perhaps
beginning to wonder what
size bowler hat he will
require in the near future,
we out here are assembling
for the enactment of scenes
of mimic strife. Ever} week
sees the return of some wanderer to the fold,
who comes back bronzed and hearty to stir up
his anaemic brothers soured and crusty with
many months spent on the sweltering plains.
And so, as the numbers increase, we gather in
scraps of news from England, from Kashmir,
Naini, Poona and even the remotest corners
of the Globe.
" Well, and how did you like Mussoorie ?"
one of the soured and disillusioned plainsmen
asked a returned wanderer, as he gulped down
his lemon squash. Now the wanderer we
have in mind has reached that happy state
where he can no longer be described as
a ''young officer" and yet he is sufficiently
junior to have still retained full possession of
all his faculties. Wherefore, we think his
answer is worth recording for it points
a moral:—
" Oh, alright " he replied, noncommitally
" but no place for busalterns !" Then, lest
further questions should be put, showed true
discretion and left the mess.
Before these notes appear in print all will
have returned from the Hills, but almost
before the Battalion is reassembled it again
disperses, for "A" and "B" Companies go
into camp some fifteen miles from here for
training. "D" Company come down from
Hawalbagh after a spell of practice in
mountain warfare, while "C" Company is even
now busily engaged battling at Bareilly.
It is extraordinary how quickly the
personnel of a battalion changes, and this
year is no exception, for before it is time to
write next month's notes, Captain Willows
will have gone to the 4th Battalion, Captain
Wilson to the 2nd and Mr. Rose to an appoint
ment at Sandhurst. It is a long time since
we have had an officer at the R.M.C., so the
news of this appointment is especially welcome
and we must congratulate Mr. Rose most

heartily on his good fortune. He, 110 doubt,
will be glad to throw off the uniform of the
Shiny and don the green gaberdine once more,
but we shall be very sorry to lose him, even if
it is for only four years. On his last evening
in the hills he was fortunate in slaying
a panther, which 110 doubt will shortly be
seen gracing the wall of his study at the
R.M.C. What an opening for conversation
this will make ! ; what an icebreaker for the
nervous cadet summoned to the presence.
One can picture the scene in one's mind's eye :
The curtain rises (or the door opens)—
nervous Cadet coughs discreetly and peers
round the door. His eyes search quickly
about the richly furnished room. The Kenrick
K. Jefferson desk (with its neat drawers and
filing system) is unoccupied save by a pile of
unccorected ' schemes.' Silence reigns within
the sanctum and the N.C. is about to with
draw with a sigh of relief. But of a sudden
a noise as of deep and steady breathing strikes
his straining ears and he looks again. This
time he observes a pink dome just visible
above the back of the comfortable K.K.J,
chair pulled in front of the roaring fire.
Retreat being foreign to his nature and liis
calling, N.C. coughs once more—this time
a little louder and not quite so discreetly.
His temerity gains its objective. " Oh, hello
N.C." says our pedagogue " what can I do
for you ?" " Oh sir," replies N.C., whose
eyes have meanwhile observed the fine skin
and head hanging upon the wall—" Oh, sir,
you sent for me, I think—er, I say what a
splendid tiger that is. Did you shoot it in
the South African War, sir ?" " No, my boy
I did not. That, in the first place, is a leopard
and I shot it in India last summer." " Oh,
how very interesting, sir. And did you get
many others ?" " Oh yes ; some you know,
some, but they are coming 011 later !"
And so the fame of the great shikari will
spread throughout the College and his future
will be assured.
Life, we have discovered during a short
sojourn in this world, is full of pitfalls. It
seems that in the eager rush for bread and
butter, certain barriers have been erected by
our fellow stragglers, traps have been set for
the unwary and pits dug for the careless, so
that altogether, the attempt to climb the
ladder is difficult and discouraging; but as
if life were not hard enough as it is, the
authorities in the Army have decreed that
those aspiring to promotion should pass certain
tests, and this is one of the months set apart
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for the purpose. VVe are pleased, therefore,
to be able to report the success of Captain
Albert J. Peareth in recently successfully
surmounting obstacle C. Now he has merely
to trip lightly over D, and wait a little while,
for this final success to be crowned. Of the
result there can be no doubt.
Recently the fascination of that mostf
tantalizing, and often most irritating of games,
golf has fastened its hold on Bareilly. The
recent rains have turned the hitherto brown
baked maidan into soft and verdant meadows,
so that even the greatest foozler could scarce
resist the challenge of that cheer}' old optimist,
Colonel Bogey. Every evening has seen a
crowded links thick with players scantily clad
in shorts and open shirts, bemused caddies
and apparently blind ' agiewallers ' trudging
round between the ' browns.' There have
been
eclectic and
bogey
and stroke
competitions running thronghqut the month
in addition to various team matches. In the
competition for the Bareilly Cup, Mr. Foster
carried off the trophy, whilst Major Hart
partnered Captain Willows in winning the
interunit foursomes from ' Civil A ' by 3 and 2.
The links have recently been greatly improved
by the keen efforts of the Hon. Sec., Captain
Bouverie Brine (late 7th Battalion The Buffs,
now I.A.S.C.). No one can deny that it is an
easy course, allowing plenty of room for wide
shots, but this is all the more flattering to our
play and reduces handicaps to a most
gratifying figure.
As the numbers in the station are slowly
increasing polo, too, is beginning once more
to look more promising. At present about
six chukkers three days a week is the average,
although, alas, four of them are usually^ slow,
in name at any rate, if not invariably in fact.
This, of course, is due to the preponderance of
young semitrained ponies not yet passed off
the square. It is hoped—we trust not
vainly—that in Bareilly week (a week given
up to sport, gaiety and poodlefaking) when
the whole Brigade will be assembled here that
we shall be able to put in a team. There is
plenty of man power, but its the trained horse
flesh that's lacking.
Recently we have been very pleased
to have Major Deedes, M.C., late the Buffs,
staying with us for a few days. Although he
is past the age when most people give up
rugger, he turned out on several occasions to
coach our team and proved of the utmost
assistance, giving many useful tips .and
showing that lie was the most active and
knowledgeable member of the team. We hope
that he will come up here again and give us
more of his invaluable advice.

We have recently received from the officers
of the now defunct lst/4th The Buffs
a handsomely bound little volume entitled
' A Diary of the lst/4th The Buffs, 19141919.'
This is a carefully compiled record of this
battalion from 26th July, 1914, when it was
at Longmoor Camp, Aldersliot, for annual
training, until it was finally disembodied on
24th December, 1919. A most interesting
little book which should always be of great
interest to all Buffs, past, present and future,
for it records quite plainly, and without any
heroics, just how a battalion of ' sparetime '
soldiers (and they are the real patriots and
deserving of more praise than any ' Regular '
who soldiers for a living) shoulders the burden
before the war even started and fought
gallantly throughout. Kent should be very
proud of this battalion.
Battalion Hockey l\Jotes.
ine Battalion Hockey Team have started very well
tins season and we hope to have a sound side to
compete in the various competitions that will be coming
along this winter.
Hockey has improved a great deal since our arrival
in India and there will be great competition for places
in the Battalion Team, although I am sorry that we
shall probably lose three of our best players, who have
helped greatly in our successes for such a long time.
Capt. Willows at centrehalf has played regularly since
he joined the Battalion and has captained the team
all the time, besides being the best centrehalf we have
had since the war. He has always taken such a great
interest in our IIockcy Team and has always played
a very strong, forcing game, his passes to the forwards
often enabling them to obtain goals, and we are all
sorry to lose him.
Cpl. Avliffe, our insideright, is also leaving us.
Besides being our star goalgetter, lie has always played
up to form and has improved greatly in India, aud we
shall find it very difficult to replace him, but we hope
to have his.services a little longer before he goes on
the Reserve.
Sgt. Burville, our leftback, is due to go to the
Depot at Canterbury. Well they are lucky to get such
a hue player for the Depot Team, as he has come on
splendidly and is very safe and a sure hit. He also is
is one of'our star players aud we are very sorry to lose
him. Anyway, the best of luck to all the above
players who are leaving us and I hope they will enjoy
the Hockey in England as much as they have doue
here.

Ranikhet, 1887.
Names starting from lefthand top corner of photo
and working round clockwise.
I,t W H Booth; Capt. H. Blackburn ; Lt. C. P.
Lloyd'; Lt. R. E. Philips; Capt. G. A Porter, Lt.
A LyndeuBell; Capt. A. J. Wlntacre Allen; Lt. R.
H D'aeth" Lt. F. D. J. Annesley ; Lt. A. R. Eustace ;
Capt 4 H TyldenPattenson; Lt. G. G. Hunter;
Lt and Or.Mr. J. W. Coombes; Lt. B. R. K. Tarte ;
Lt R Bayard; Maj. N. NewnhamDavis; Capt. G.
V Dauglisli; Col. H. T. Halahan; Lt. A. J. Stuart;
Lt. L. G. N. Eales; Capt. D. A. Hamilton; Maj. C.
E. Reeves.
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Two applicantsxfor commissions, Mr. Rose
at Ramsgate and Mr. Pearcy at Sittingbourne
axeJ en train.'
With regard to the rumoured outgoings,
it is perhaps wiser to say nothing for the
present as we so greatly hope that .they will
not materialize.
Your present correspondent thus concludes
his 4th Battalion Dragon notes for the last
time, much, he feels, to the relief of those
whose duty it is to read them ! (Certainly
not. Editor). Perhaps his successor, now
already arrived, is blessed with a readier pen.
In conclusion, may the very happiest of
Christmas's be yours this year.
W.E.H.
" A " Company (Thanet).
November has been a very active month for us. On Remembrance
Sunday, in tlie morning, our Bugle Band, under ActingSergeant
Collins, played the Ramsgate British Legion to and from Church—
and we provided a Firing Party and ten Buglers to sound the Last
Post at the Memorial Service which was held at St. George's Church,
Ramsgate. In the afternoon, some forty members of the Ramsgate
Platoon were conveyed in two motor buses to Sandwich where we
joined tlie Sandwich Platoon under Sergeant til very and our Baud
played tlie combined local parade organised by the Sandwich British
Legion to the War Memorial where a Firing Party, furnished by Sand
wich Detachment, fired three volleys and at the conclusion of the
Service in Church our ten Buglers sounded the Last Post from the
Altar Rails. We then proceeded to Messrs. Sncilings' Cafe where sixty
Buffs were hospitably entertained by Lieut. The lion. W. E. C. James
to an excellent tea, for which all ranks wish to tliauk him. He was
unfortunately unable to be present owing to his recent operation.
On the following Sunday the Ramsgate and Sandwich Buffs
attended the Mayoral Church Parade at Ramsgate, where Captain
Witts was in command of the combined Parade. On Wednesday last
in conjunction with the Royal Artillery, we accorded a Military Funeral
to tlie late Mr. Shaw, formerly of the Green Howards and a prominent
Member of the local British Legion. The Firing Party was formed by
the Ramsgate Detachment and the Last Post sounded by Buglers
Garwood, Fisher and Burnap.

MINIATURE RANGE COMPETITION.
The Annual Miniature Range Competition for the Cup presented
by Lieut.Colonel L B. Grant for competition between the local
Detachment and a Team of eight exMembers of "A" Company, l/4tli
Buffs, resulted in a win for the old hands after a keenlycontested
figlit by the narrow margin of six points. This is our first defeat this
year. Scores as under :—
Ex-Fourth Buffs.
Serving 4III Buffs.
Sgt. Goldsmith
23
PlatoonSgt. L Jennings ... 23
Pte. Jarman
22
Pte. W. F. Fuller ...
... 23
Cpl. F. Hammon
21
Pte. Ives
20
Pte. Rose
... 20
Cpl. Barker ...
19
Sgt.Major Owen
20
Cpl. Reynolds
18
Bandsman Holness ...
... 19
Cpl. Lambert
...
... 18
Pte. Simpson
17
Sgt. Buxton
16
Drummer Sutton
16
Pte. Ansell
15
158

152

On Thursday last, a threecornered shoot took place between Buffs,
Builders and Brewers and resulted hi a win for the Terriers with the
score of 201 against the Builders' 168 aod the Brewers' 157, out of a
possible 240. Although no prize was offered we understand the Buffs
are claiming a fourandahalfgallon cask of beer as watching the
Brewers fire made them thirsty. LanceSergeant Hayward, Corporal
Emptage, Corporal Field, Corporal Collins and LanceCorporals Bass,
Lambert, Scott, Fuller, Hornc and Blake are on a three weeks' Weapon
Training Course at the Depot and are thoroughly enjoying themselves
despite the fact they have had all their hair cut off and Scott
and Lambert omitted to take their regimental boots, and rumour lias it
they are drilling iu their bedroom slippers.
Heme Bay Detachment have given four very successful Dances
aud are, we hear, making early preparations for their Christmas Dinner
which is to be held iu the Drill Hall. The Platoon Prize Distributions
are as under :—
At Margate, ou Monday, December 12th.
At Ramsgate on Thursday, December 15th.
At Sandwich on Wednesday, December 21st.
The Ramsgate Detachment have arranged this year to hold their
Annual Dinner at the Royal Hotel, Ramsgate, on Thursday, January
12th, 1928.
,, . , ,,
The Members of the Ramsgate Detachment who attended the
Sittingbourne Prize Distribution, returned with wonderful tales of
"B" Company's hospitality, reporting that hops and other liquid
nourishment is supplied to visitors, free gratis ad lib. and the whole of
"A" Company propose attending next year's Prize Night at Sitting
bourne.
CAMEL,
Platoon Editor.

" B " Company.

SITTINGBOURNE

AND

WHITSTABLE

DETACHMENTS.

The Officers, W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s and Men of "B" Company, 4th
Battalion Tlie Buffs, send their heartiest greetings for Christmas and
the New Year to all Past and Present members of the Buffs and their
Friends.
It is regretted by all ranks that our Adjutant, Capt. Hammond
Davies, is shortly leaving us to join our 1st Battalion in India and we
all sincerely thank him for all his kindness and for the hard work which
he lias put in for us. We wish him and Mrs. HammondDavies a boil
voyage to India and tlicy will take with them our very best wishes.
We shall all welcome Capt. and Mrs. Willows amongst us ; no
doubt we shall soon be seeing them. I am sure tlie same support will
be given to our new Adjutant as was given to liis predecessor.
Three parades were held on the 11th and 13th November in con
nection with Armistice Day. A service was held at our local Cenotaph
at 10.45 a.m., on the 11th November when a party of our Detachment,
under the Command of Major D. J. Dean, V.C. attended. The Last
Post and Reveille were sounded by our Buglers. On Sunday, the 13th,
a Church Parade was held at Milton Church and in tlie afternoon a
service was held in the Queen's Picture Hall, at 3 p.m. A fair number
of W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s and Men were present on these two parades from
the Sittingbourne Detachment.
All ranks of "B" Company congratulate "D" Company on winning
the Recruiting Shield this year. I suppose we must pat ourselves oil
the back on winning the James Cup this year from "D" Company.
The points are as follows:—"B," 79"3 ; "C," 76'8 ; "D," 749;
"A," 704.
On the 28th October, 1927, tlie Detachment were invited to a social
evening at the British Legion when all kinds of indoor games were
played. Major D. J. Dean, V.C., Capt. Lowe, Major Budden and
Admiral Bowles were present and a most enjoyable evening was spent.
Two Monthly Miniature Range Spoon Shoots have been held early
this month, the winners being :—for November, Cpl. C. Costen and for
December, L/Cpl. J. Wilson. Congratulations to them both. The
winners of tlie Wooden Spoon were Pte. L Friday for November and
Pte. J. Frost for December. The O.C. Company and The Busy Bee are
very pleased to see the increase in numbers that are turning up and
taking interest iu these monthly shoots and it is hoped that it will still
increase during the coming year.
We send our very best wishes and congratulations to the following
on the increase in their families:—Pte. and Mrs. Mount; Pte. and
Mrs. Dives and Pte. and Mrs. Bills.
The Company were very pleased to see their Commander out of
hospital and about again after his operation and trust he is progressing
satisfactorily.
In connection with our Prize Distribution, which is being held on
the 19th November, 1927, a full report will appear in our January
notes.
THE BUSY BEE.
" C "

(Weald) Company.

We regret that there were 110 notes from this company last month,
but there was really very little to write about so perhaps it was just as
well that a certain communication from Skye failed to reach earth.
Congratulations to Sgt. Cooper and his team from No. 9 Platoon
on winning the Battle Practice Competition on October 23rd. It
was an interestingscheme during which tlie Skipper had to fall mortally
wounded four times, but nobody seemed to mind very much.
We also congratulate Corporal Fletcher and L/Cpl Rofe on their
promotion.
While we are in this congratulatory mood we should like to add our
share to Captain Witts in his wellmerited T.D. (Ssh...No, it has
nothing to do with the Battle of Birchington).
Lieut. Collins has resigned his commission as he found it impossible
to give enough time to Territorial work. We wish him the best of luck
and hope that he will look us up sometimes.
Lieut. Hewitt will have left tlie district, though we very sincerely
hope, not the Company, by the time these notes appear. During the
short time he has been with us he has worked hard, and both by in
struction and example, has increased the efficiency of the company
very considerably and the winning of the Harris Shield was in no small
measure due to liis personal efforts.
We refuse to believe that he is leaving us for good and hope that
something wil materialize to keep him within workable distance of the
company area. In the meantime we wish him the best of luck and
tliank him for aff lie has done.
The Skipper, Mr. Hewitt, C.Q.M.S. Nash and Sgt. Dennis very much
enjoved their evening with "D" Company on November 5th and we
hope to see some representatives of that and all Companies at our Prize
giving Night on December 17th.
,
, ,,
A verv successful Poppy Dance was held on November lOtli at the
Cranbroo'k Drill Hall and £5, in addition to the money collected from
the sale of Poppies, was handed over to Earl Haig s Fund.
Congratulations to Set. Dennis and his helpers on the result.
\ Company Church Parade was held at Horsmonden on December
13th when we marched to Church with a large contingent of exservice
men'under " Tim " Rylott who we were very glad to see looking so lit
The Skipper laid a wreath on the village war memorial on behalf
The Colonel inspected the company after the parade and
complimented the men on their turnout. We hope that by now he
will have quite recovered from his fall in the hunting field.
_
We hope soon to have a Miniature Range at Horsmonden. 1 he
matter is being pushed on and we look forward to some useful evenings
there later on.

THE DRAGON
On November 7tli and 14th, a team from No. 9 Platoon fired a
match against the Cranbrook and District Police on the Cranbrook
Miniature Range. We used the Police targets and both teams used
the Police Rifles (peep sights, etc. !) one evening and Service
rifles the next evening. After a most excellent match the Buffs won
by 1 point. A return match is being arranged using Service Targets.
The scores were :—
Buffs.
Police.
Sgt. Cooper
145 Supt. White
150
C.Q.M.S. Nash
...
... 164 Sgt. Thrower
...
... 136
Sgt.Instr. Dennis
163 P.C. Trull
146
Capt. Hardcastle
133 P.C. Withersden
...
... 175
Pte. Bilsby
138 P.C. Andrews
130
Pte. Prince ...
...
... 156 P.C. Baker ...
...
... 161
Total

899

Total

898

Finally, a very happy Christinas to everyone !
A.K.L.H.

" D " Company (Dover).
It can be well said that the past four weeks have been tlie busiest
four weeks we have had in Dover since the War. We are now settling
down to our Winter Training and owing to a newlyformulated scheme
of training, we hope that our Parades this Winter will not only be well
attended, but prove interesting and beneficial to all taking part.
On Monday, 31st October, we had the pleasure of meeting the Staff
of the Royal Army Ordnance Depot in a shooting match on our
Miniature Range. The match, which was very closely contested,
resulted in a win for our visitors by 3 points :—
Possible Aggregate Score:—350; R.A.O. Depot, 335 ; "D"
Company (Dover) 4th Battalion The Buffs. 332.
Six members of "D" Company's Team obtained possibles and five
of the Royal Army Ordnance Depot. We have since received a very
charming letter of thanks from our friends of the R.A.O. Depot and
we look upon this Shoot as a forerunner of many pleasant evenings
with them.
At long last, the muclilookedforwardto Saturday, 5th November
arrived ; the day we had selected for our first Prize Distribution,
could not have fallen upon a better date as it was our intention to do
our best to " set the Drill Hall alight " and we considered Guy Fawkes
Day a most suitable one.
The chair was taken by I.ieut. J. Sherwood, who is in charge of tlie
Dover portion of "D" Company and he was supported by Major B. S.
Collard (2nd i/c 4tli Buffs) and Capt. D. V. Coote (O.C., "D" Company).
There were also present Major D. J. Dean, V.C., Major Foster, late The
Buffs, Major L B. Iiushell (Commanding 233rd Battery R.A. (T.A.),
Major F. Godfrey (Adjutant, Cinque Ports (Fortress) Royal Engineers
(T.A.), Capt. F. Raw (Commanding 168th Heavy Battery, R.A. (T.A.),
Capt. B. HammondDavies, M.C. (Adjutant, 4th Buffs), Capt. H.
Lionel Smith (our former Company Commander), Capt. G. D. Bacon,

Gloucestershire Regiment), A. M. Bond, Esq. (Chief Constable of Dover),
Capt. N. Thompson, James Wood, Esq., A. J. Gunu, Esq. and many
others. Later on in the evening we were honoured with a visit from His
Worship The Mayor of Dover (Alderman R. J. Barwick, J.P.)
Thanks entirely to the untiring efforts of our popular Permanent
Staff Instructor, C.S.M. Coucliman, a very enjoyable musical
programme was provided as well as some Community Singing conducted
by Mr Nugent of the Duke of York's School. The most popular soug
was naturally " The Farmer's Boy " which was sung with great gusto ;
no doubt this was caused by the presence of O.C. "C" (Weald) Company
and his secondincommand.
Lieut. J. Sherwood, in a speech of some length (! ! !) said tiiat our
greatest disappointment was the unavoidable absence of our Command
ing Officer, Lieut.Colonel E. B. Burns, but the Commanding Officer
had scut a very charming and encouraging letter which he desired
should be read "to all present at the Concert. While we very much
regretted the absence of our Commanding Officer we derived some
consolation from the fact that Lieut.Colonel Burns had been granted
an extension of Command until 1929 and we hope sincerely that this
will be the first of many sueli extensions (applause). We have with us
tonight a most excellent substitute in our SecondinCommaud, Major
B. S. Collard, and when Colonel Burns' period of command does
eventually come to an end as all commands do, we must consider our
selves very fortunate that Colonel Burns' excellent work will be carried
on by such a sportsman and thorough gentleman as Major Collard.
(Applause). Our first duty is to thank all those who have so generously
presented us with such fine prizes and without whose generosity we
should not have been in a position to hold such a Prize Distribution.
It is very gratifying to us to have the company this evening of liis
Worship The Mayor and we should like to express how pleased we are
to hear that he has consented to continue in Office next year.
(Applause). We are extremely pleased to see so many from the other
Companies in the Battalion and we feel sure that such reunions do
much to cement the already good fellowship which exists throughout
the Battalion. In conclusion, we are actually going to form a Dover
Branch of tlie Past and Present Association The Buffs (applause)
and a meeting to that effect will be held in the Drill Ilall, on Friday,
18th November, at 8 p.m.
His Worship the Mayor then addressed tlie gathering and said he
wanted to thank Lieut. Sherwood for the kind words he had spoken.
Those in Dover who knew the material they had in "D" Company
appreciated it fully and speaking as one who had taken some part in
the town's affairs, one knew not only what that material meant to the
Territorial Movement, but to the town in general.
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Major Collard then presented the Prizes to the winners at the recent
nlle meeting and other contests :—
200 yds. Application : Trained men, Cpl. Gilligan: recruits.
Drm. W. Marsh.
200 yds. Snap : L/Cpl. Pascall; Pte. G. Pascal].
200 yds. Rapid : Drm. Pascall; Pte. G. Pascall.
300 yds. Application : Drm. R. Tripp ; Drm. W. Marsh.
300 yds. Snap : Pte. Osborne.
300 yds. Application : N.C.O.'s : Sgt. Maskell.
500 yds. Application : N.C.O.'s : C.S.M. Wisdom.
500 yds. Advancing from 600 yds. : Pte. Bliss.
Highest score in Emden Trophv : Pte. Bliss.
Best Aggregate, practice 1, 4"& 7 (slow): Pte. Osborne: Drm.
Marsh.
Best Aggregate, practice 2, 3, 5 & 8 (rapid) : L/Cpl. Pascall.
Best TurnedOut F.S.M.O. : I, Pte. F. Marsh ; 2, L/Cpl. Collins.
Best TurnedOut Walkingout Dress: 1, Pte. F. Marsh, 2, Dr,
Durinan, 3 Pte. S. Penn ; 1, Pte. E. Constable, 2, Pte. Irons.
MINIATURE RANGE.
200 yds. : Sgt. Mead ; Pte. Dawkins.
oOO yds. : L/Sgt. Rich ; Drm. W. Marsh.
S.M.R.C. : Lt. Sherwood ; Pte. G. Pascall.
Aggregate : Lt. Sherwood : Pte. E. Constable.
Highest aggregate in Silver Spoon Shoots, 1926 27 : Pte. Bliss.
P ur£'e special prizes were presented by I,. Hobday, Esq. of Buckland
to employees who competed in a special competition :—
i "I , A
A," n ' ' Pasca11 1 2nd. Dmr. Clark ; 3rd, C.S.M. Wisdom.
, J.1 Ule conclusion of the Prize DistribuUon, Major Collard on behalf
oi an ranks of "D Company, made a presentation to Sgt.Drummer
1 npp ES some small repayment for the very great work Tripp has done
lor not inly D Company, but the Battalion in the past.
A1. / sl;envood
proposed a very hearty vote of thanks to
C.S.M Coucliman for the excellent work he had done in connection
with UieConcert and the general decoration of the Hall.
. r, A)01.,7°1k'"1 then presented the I.ecn Adutt Recruiting Shield
to u.c. D Company, Capt. Coote.
On bhalf of the Past Members of the Company, our exC.S.M.,
Mr. Barcn, m a few wellchosen words thanked "D" Company for
inviting hem there that evening and for the hospitality received
He couldpromise that tlie "Old Hands" would do whatever thev
could to Mp the Company in recruiting.
n WeutSherwood then called on our Adjutant to say a few words.
Capt. IlatmondDavies said that he had spent four verv happy years
with the Bttahon. When he came he was a child in matters Territorial
and had 11 idea what it meant to be a good Territorial Officer and man.
tllat,e ?as going back to join the Battalion iu India his eyes were
very mud wider opeii and he now knew what a tremendous "effort it
meant to e a Territorial. He thanked them for backing him up for
wi'eiAlle"cme'' aSke<1 t,lem to back "p ,lis success°L Capt. Willows,
One of:lie next items of importance was the visit of The Drums
on the nicmng hfter the Smoking Concert (! !! ! !) to Canterbury to
take part i Canterbury Detachment's Church Parade to Canterbury
Cathedral. Once again The Drums would like to sav how much tlie'v
eiqov suclvisits to other Detachments and that they are always at the
service of ilier Companies.
On Friiy, I ltli November, a party under Lieut. Sherwood were
present at he Armistice Day Service at the Dover War Memorial and
placed a wuth thereon to the memory of those who served in The Buffs
and Rave tiir lives during the War. At the termination of this service
Lieut, bheiood, Sgt. Maskell and Cpl. Phillips proceeded to the Marine
Pier and (bosited another wreath on the magnificent War Memorial
there, ill.Memorial contains the names of many Buffs, particularly
r
from Ashfd.
*
On Sumy, 13th November, the company combined with the other
1 .A. Units Dover and attended Divine Service at St. Mary's Church
There were)!) Territorials, all told, on parade. After the Service thev
marched tohe Town Hall where His Worship the Mayor of Dover
presented t. Emden Shooting Trophv to the Cinque Ports (Fortress)
1
Royal Engiers T.A.
'
On the th, 15th and 16th November, our Drill Hall was used by
the Rcgulatrigade to stage the Brigade Boxing Competition aud the
contests foihe Territorial Challenge Cup. We regret to announce
that the Cuivhich lias been held by "D" Company for the past two
years, this ;ir passed out of our hands into those of the C P (F )
Royal Engitrs, but we have only lent it to them for one year ! ! 11
There is posily some small excuse for our not winning it this year
as one Meml of our Team for some reason not yet ascertained, failed
to turn up a a reserve whose weight was much lighter competed in
his weight, nirally at some disadvantage, although lie put up a really
good show : so I, Cpl. Pascall was forbidden by the M.O. to box in
the Final of weight owing to severe injuries to his hand. In the
Bantam Weils. Spr. Phillips (R.E.) proved too heavy and too strong
for Pte. Mors, there being some ten pounds difference in the
weights, bute still have great confidence in Moores, whose first
appearance itas in the Ring, when he has had more experience and
training, regang the Bantam weight next year. lie is exceptionally
quick and liai very good knowledge of how to use his " Left," but
most of all lis very keen. In the Featherweights, Dmr. Fennell
lost in points Spr. Pettman : Fennell unquestionably had the best
style, but he fed to put in that little extra bit of punch requuired :
this was Fenils first appearance in the Ring, but if he perseveres
lie will go far.[,/Cpl. Pascall's contest with Spr. West was stopped
in the first rou owing to Pascall's undoubted superiority and it was
not until Pasc had left the Ring that the injury to his hand was
discovered and; was consequently unable to compete in the Finals
of tlie Light Whts. The powers that were gave the decision in the
Welter Weightfctween Dmr. Marsh and Gnr. Wells, to the Gunner,
but some doubvemed to exist in the minds of the audience.
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1st Cadet Company The Buffs

M

ANY moons have waxed and waned since last we
sent you notes. We will endeavour to be more
regular in the future, Mr. Editor.
In August last, twentyfour of all ranks went into
camp at Lee Priory, Littlebourne, Mr. M. F. Ramsay
once again kindly allowing us the use of his Park, and
thanks to good weather, a happy time was spent.
On October 26th Captain B. E. Hammond Davies,
M.C., inspected the Corps in the Drill Hall, Sandwich,
and we gather was satisfied with what he saw.
The Mayor of Sandwich invited us to attend the
Special Service at St. Clement's Church 011 Sunday,
November 13tli and twentythree of all ranks took
part iu the procession and, of course, the service. This
was our first public appearance for some time and we
hope our unit will receive more recognition in the
future.
Recruits are coming along and as long as regularity,
punctuality and loyaity to the Company appertain,
we cannot have too many.

Blinder and Dusty.

B

LIMEY Dusty ! This 'ere blinking Oristmas
makes the third we've seen awt 'ere, anl what's
more, it looks as if its a never goin' to end !"
" Yus Blinder—all the blokes down the base as
ordered their corfins to be sent awt and kep in the
store rooms. One old Major in charge of 1 rest
camp as got a plate 011 'is lid to say " Gone toannuver
'rest' camp." Any'ow, Blinder boy, we dot t want
corfins up tlie line ; the old suit of khaki anda shovel
of Flander's mud is all we wants to lay 111—uiul a Jack
Johnson comes along shouting ' show a leg "« away
we gets stirred up again."
M
" 'Ark at Jerry asinging the im of ate Dusty.
"Well, as its Christmas day" replied Blinder,
" let us sing ' O come all ye faithful just for
retaliation."
,
...
The pair started singing as loud as tlui voices
would let them, the following strains wlch soon
reached Jerrv just fifty
yards away—
" O Come all ye faithful,"
" O come
"
,
.
CRASH 1 CR\SII ! Potato mashers, wtez bangs
and coalboxes. Half the parapet was supt away,
and our two pals went flying over the paracs.
"We aint 'aving any more of tliat Duse, ir tney
blinkingwell comes as quick as that."

"I'say Blinder—did ver ever ear abat the. girl
who looked round at a bloke and got irned into

a pillar of salt ?"
. . , . ,
" No Dustv—but I 'eard abawt tlie girl'ho looked
back at an officer in Boulogne and tliey >th turned
into a pub."
.
..
" Quite believe *er Blinder boy—quiteelieve yer.
Rotten luck it was  I wouldn't 'ave a pubf yer gave
it to me " said Dusty.
" What 1 wouldn't 'ave a pub ?
aiwered the
astonished Blinder. " Give me the bloonig chance.
" Well, its like this 'ere " spoke Dust
I don t
mind 'aving a pub so long as ever customer s
a teetotaler. Yer gets the 'ard drinker nt comes 111
—'as a couple of pints corstin' eight pee—kicks up
a blooming row—smashes two bobs woi of glasses
and gets chucked awt. Well—"e aiiitio perishing
^
I agrees wiv yer, Dusty boy. 4 bloke like
that's a rotter."
„
" Right ver are " continued Dusty
men yer
gets the moderate drinker. Of cours/e comes in
directly ver opens—calls for a 'alf pt of Burton
corsting 'fourpence—squats 'imself iuhe armchair

in yer parlour—reads the biiuking morning paper
which 'e asn't paid for from end to end—sticks abawt
two bobs worf of coals 011 yer fire—walks
awt at dinner
time wiv a ' Good morning, Guvner ' as if 'e kept the
blooming place. Now, I asks yer—is that bloke any
good ?"
" No Dusty boy, 'e aint any good eiver : but I
don't see as 'ow a blinking Pussyfoot is auy better."
" That's where yer're wrong Blinder.. Yer see 'e
pops in when 110 oue's looking—'as a couple of quick
double whiskies corsting twoandeightpence and runs
awt again. All profit Blinder, yes—all profit."
" Do yer remember Dusty, last Christmas day when
the Chaplain came up the trenches and started telling
yarns ?"
" Rarver 1" replied Dusty. " Not 'alf ; remember
that one abawt the fust leave 'e 'ad in Blighty ?"
" No—can't say as I does " answered Blinder.
" Well, it was 'is fust Christmas ou leave. When
'e got 'ome 'e 'ad to get a ration ticket and as all the
men were at the war—or supposed to be—they only
'ad girls a serving in the shops. Well, 'e goes to a
butchers 011 Christmas eve asearcliing for a leg of pork ;
arter squinting at a few that was 'anging up, 'e says to
the young lady, ' 'Ave yer got any nicer legs. Miss ?
You know, I don't like them too fat.' The young lady
looked at 'im and being awt for business answered,
' Well, sir, if yer come in the shop, I'll show yer what
I've got.' Then our Chaplain—so 'e said—put 'is
'ands together, shuts 'is eyes and walked away singing
' 0 dearly beloved—breatlierin !' "
" That aint as good as the Colonel " spoke Blinder.
" Why, 'e went into a butcher's shop in Amiens—yus
that's right, Amiomg—and tried to make the French
girl understand the English for rump steak, but she
didn't compree."
" Will you it me show " she asked.
" Did 'e ?" said Dusty.
" Don't know if 'e did or 'e didn't " replied Blinder,
" but 'e came awt the shop wiv a whopping great steak
in one mit and awaving 'is riding whip abawt in the
other, and singing summit about the Madamoiselle
from Armentiers, instead of telling the girl summit
abawt the air raids."
Blinder and Dusty poked their heads out of the dug
out. It was freezing hard and snowing; the whole
terrain was covered in nature's white blanket—a real
cheery Christmas day.
" Br—Br—Br—aint it blinking cold " said Blinder,
at the same time throwing his arms backwards and
forwards across liis chest.
" Blimey—not 'alf " replied Dusty.
" Yer know" said Blinder, " I'll join the Fire
Brigade if I gets awt of this blooming lot all kiff."
" Don't talk perishing tommy rot " answered
Dusty. " Yer aint big enough and besides—yer aint
a blinking sailor."
" What ! me aint big enough ? Yer don't want to
be a ' Birrell ' or an Admiral to keep an 'ot tater can
or a roast chestnut pail—does yer ? That's the Fire
Brigade I means, Dusty boy. Br—Br—r—r aint it
blinking cold ?"
Presently the young Platoon Officer was observed
plodding his way along the snow covered trench. He
was done up in a British warm coat, a Balaclava
worsted hat. through the aperture of which was seen
a red nose and a pair of frosty eyelids, a red and white
glory boy muffler slung round bis neck, a pair of heavy
gloves and each leg was covered in oilskins.
" Evening', sir ! 'Appv Christmas, sir" spoke
Blinder.
" Cant's yer see 'e can't 'ear yer ?" said Dusty to
his pal in a whisper. " Why, 'e's locked 'imself in ;
that's alright now—'e's taken orf 'is 'at and scarf."

THE DRAGON
" Evenin', sir! 'Appy Christmas, sir" repeated
Blinder.
" Happy Christmas " answered the officer. " What
about your feet ?"
"Br—Br—r—r"
growled
Blinder. "Aint
it
blinking cold ?"
Never mind about the cold—we don't want cases
of trench feet. Are your feet alright ?"
" Always are, sir.
I gives 'em socks every
time 1 gets a chance " replied Blinder.
" So does I, sir " interposed Dusty, and at the same
time muttering under his breath " " they're full of
blooming 'olcs and its abawt time the Quarter bloke
dished awt some more."
I'm glad to hear it. Very pleased you men look
after your feet. Do not want trench feet in the Buffs.
You don't know of any cases up here—do you ? "
enquired the officer.
"Only abawt a dozen, sir, and......"
" Where ?" shrieked the officer.
Iu the CompanyQuarterMastcrSergeant's Dug
Awt, sir " answered Blinder. " They're full of Bully."
The officer pulled himself together and entered our
pals' home from home. Quite an antiquated sort of
Dug Out, but of the usual type. Then he placed a
brown paper parcel on the ground and proceeded to
untie the string.
Br—Br—r—r. Aint it blinking cold " spoke
Dusty, whilst Blinder asked the officer to go careful,
iu case he broke anything.
" Well, the Colouel has asked me to wish all the
men a very happy Christmas and I have a present for
each Dug Out."
Br—r—r—r. Aint it blinking cold ?" repeated
Dusty.
" Yes, it is very cold " at last replied tlie officer.
The Colonel has asked me to present to each Dug
Out this lovely grainaphone and beautiful records
trusting it will give you a little ejijoyment this
Christmas day. .We'll see how it goes." Suddenly
the gramaphone belched forth—
" O come all ye faithful—O come
"
In less time than it takes to say ' one,' Blinder and
Dusty had booted the instrument out of tlie door to
the consternation of the officer.
" They'll come alright, sir, said Blinder. " We
sung it this morning and before the second line was
reached
"

CRASH ! CRASH ! POTATO MASHERS ! WHIZZ HANGS.
Blimey ! Yer've been and done it, sir !"

J.E.
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.
Lt J  Chester retires, receiving a gratuity (October 29th).
Lt.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O., h.p. list, late The Buffs, retires on ret.
pay (October 27th).
Lt. E. Barry retires, receiving a gratuity (November 5th).
Flying Officer C. Lloyd (Lieut. The Buffs) relinquishes liis temporary
commission on completion of duty with the R.A.F. (November 13th).
Lt.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O., ret. pay, to be Lt.Col. (October 27th),
with seniority November 7th, 1920.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.
The King has been graciously pleased to confer the Territorial
Decoration upon tlie following Officer under tlie terms of the Royal
Warrant dated October 13th, 1920 :—
Capt. C. S. F. Witts, 4th Battalion.

The 2nd Battalion.
STRENGTH—INCREASE.
Boy W. E Wooluough, attested for 2nd Battalion, 12 10 27, for
12 years (9 years with tlie Colours aud 3 years with Army Reserve),
as from attaining tlie age of 18 years, i.e., 16230. Joined Battalion,
13 10 27 and posted to "H.Q. Wing."
Boy W. Keeblc, attested for 2nd Battalion, 1710 27, for 12 years,
(9 years with the Colours and 3 years with Army Reserve), as from
attaining the age of 18 years, i.e., 29430. Joined battalion. 18 10
27 and posted to "Il.Q. Wing."
6279177 Sgt. A. Jones, joined battalion from leave, 8—11 27 from
duty with Iraq Levies.
PROMOTION.
6280097 L/Sgt. J. Ward (Supernumary Strength), promoted
Sergeant, 171027.
6278427 Sgt. C. Slioobridge, "II.Q.," promoted ColourSergeant
and appointed C.Q.M.S., 24 1027.
6282516 L/Cpl. A. Salsbury, "C," promoted Corporal, 1710 27.
APPOINTMENT.
6282017 Pte. II. Uden, "H.O.," appointed Regimental Saddler,
vv.e.f. 81027.
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICES.
6278060 B.M. C. Hewitt, "H.Q.," permitted to continue in the
service until 3229. (Autliy: Officer i/c Records C/4319, dated
71127).
TRANSFER—INTERUNIT.
5768634 Pte. J. Mason, "A," transferred to 2nd Battalion The
Norfolk Regiment, 17—10—27.
EMBARKATION.
6279196 Cpl. G. Wilkins, "B," embarked at Liverpool per S.S.
Aba, 91127 en route to West Africa for employment with R.A.F.F.
TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
6278711 Dmr. H. Siffieet, "H.Q.," transferred to the Army Reserve
111127 under K.R.'s para. 362 (i).
6282690 Fte. A. Gunstone, "D," transferred to the Army Reserve
201027 under K.R.'s, para. 362 (ii) (c).
DISCHARGES.
6278903 Sgt. A. Hoo, "C," discharged 161027 under K.R.'s,
para. 363 (xxviii).
6283376 Pte. G. Farrar, "A," discharged, 14 1027 under K.R.'s,
para. 363 (x).
6278097 C.Q.M.S. li. Hills, "C," discharged, 2310 27 under K.R.'s,
para. 363 (xxij.
6595907 Fte. R. Mannificld, "A," discharged, 19 10 27 under
K.R.'s, para. 363 (viii).

The Depot.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS. '
The undermentioned recruits having' joined the Battalion, are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shown :—
6282406 Pte. B. Holman, "B" (C), 11 1027 ; 6283685 Pte. G.
Maxted, "D" (F), 299 27 ; 6283688 Boy A. Meakins, "A" (R).
171027; 6283686 Pte. L Moxon, "B" (C), 1810 27; 6283687
Boy W. Reveli, "A" (R), 51027 ; 6283684 Pte. PI. Wood. "B" (B),
31027.
>
w>
PROMOTIONS AND. APPOINTMENTS.
6281585 L/Cpl. C. Costcn, "B," promoted Corporal, 279 27.
6282875 Pte. F. Allen, "B," appointed LanceCorporal, 2210 27.
6282876 Pte. G. Wilson, "B," appointed LanceCorporal, 22 1027.
REENGAGEMENTS.
6280648 Pte. H. Holman, "B," reengaged for one vear on 12 10
27 w/e from 51227.
DISCHARGES.
The following were discharged under para. 193 6 la) T.A. Regs.
Auth. K.I.B. 2540/1, w/e from 201027
6282250 Pte. J. Brazier, "D" (F) : 6281050 Pte. J. Flowers, "D"
(F); 6337600 Pte. J. Griffiths, "B" (S) ; 6283214 Pte. S. Malonev,
"B" (L) ; 62832S7 Pte. C. Sandull, "B" (C) ; 6281964 Pte. II. Smith,
"D" (F) ; 6283661 Pte. T. .Uden, "D" (F) under para. .1935.
6280680 Pte. A. Roberts, "B" (C), discharged under para. 1933
T.A. Regs., w/e from 281027.

RECRUITS.
Attested as shewn :—
Pte. W. T. Morecroft, IS 10 27 ; Pte. G. Skinner, 201027;
Pte. F. J. Supple, 271027.
POSTINGS.
6280386 Pte. E. Hewitt, posted to 2nd Battalion, 201027.
6281631 L/Cpl. A. Smith, posted to 2nd Battalion, 211 27.
6278733 Cpl. A. Allen, posted to Depot for a tour of duty, from 2nd
Battalion, 1 1127.
6282691 L/Cpl. W. Good, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion,
for a tour of duty, 2 1127.
6281909 Pte. W. Hall, posted toDepot for a tour of Duty, 5 I 127.
PROMOTION.
6279365 I./Sgt. Ii. Marsh, promoted Sergeant, 1710 27, vice
6278903 Hook discharged. (Authv : O.C., 2nd Battalion, No.S/C/169
d/181027.
APPOINTMENT.
6278788 Cpl. E. Wade, appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 17 10 27,
vice 6279365 Marsh, promoted, and absorbed into establishment.
DISCHARGES.
6283575 Pte. B. Averv, discharged under para. 363 (vii) K.R.'s,
21 1027.
6283585 Pte. T. Biddlc, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (6), K.R.'s,
2910 27.
6283563 Pte. W. Carev, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) {a) K.R.'s,
111127.

The Services Sports Diary
This Diary is issued by the Army Sport Central Board, in collaboration
with the Sports Boards of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines and Royal
Air Force. It has once again been brought up to date and improved.
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