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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
::

::

::

::

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

::

"

::

:

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
::
::
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
::
::
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams:
"Mllltaila Wesdo, London"

It is always worth a visit to

STATIONERY — BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS
39/40 HIGH STREET  CANTERBURY

The most
convincing

Tel 2139

argument

in favour of Fremlins
comes from the mouth
of the bottle.

KENT'S BEST" IS FREMLINS
[ii]

The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETB.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st, $n., The Buffs
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs
3. ASHFORD

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.)

4. LONDON

Mr. R. W. Billings

Meeting Dates and Places

Secretary

R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. E. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. E Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

Mr. E. Maxwell, 7 Stone Street, Cranbrook,
Kent
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, S3 Delce Road,
Rochester

8.

SlTTijTGBOORNK

9.

RAMfGATK

5.

DOVER

16.

DEAL

17.

FAVERSHAM

Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
Milton Regis
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Ramsgate
Mr. R. H. Harman
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Broadstairs
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Mr. L. R. Peirce, 50 Paraker Way, Horn
street, Hythe.
Mr. L. F. Parratt
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane,
Thanington, Canterbury
Mr. W. Stanard
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens. Herne
Bay
Major A. A. West
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Cresent,
Folkestone
Mr. H. Taylor
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
Cept. J. Green
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham

18.

BRIGHTON

Capt. R. J. Robertson

19.

DENMARK

Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. S. E Frederiksen, St. Hansgade,
4 Kobenhavn, N. Denmark

10.

MARGATE

11. HYTHE
12.

CANTERBURY

13.

HERNE BAY

14. FOLKESTONE
15. SANDWICH

Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Brighton

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester,
7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Harley .Square, 8 p.m.
Last Wednesday in each month, British
Legion Hut, 7.30 p,m.
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.

First Tuesday in each month, Royal
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, R.E.
Record Social Club, The College, Ditchling
Rise, Brighton, 8 p.m.
7th Day in each month, Keglebanens
Selskabslokaler Bernstorffsgade 7, Copen
hagen, 7.30 p.m.

GROUPS
(a)
(b)

(c) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

LADIES' GUILD
President : HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
1.

LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

2.

DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, j.p.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

Branch

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.
Mrs. East

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6.

ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

7.

SLTIINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne

4.

DEAL

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Fourth Tuesday in each month Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham. 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.

THE BUFFS (Royal EaSt Kent RegiMent)
Colonel-in-Chief: His Majesty F^ederikJX, K.,G.,J|ing of Denmark
***;
*;.v.
t
Colonel: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C D.L., Stonegreen Hall Merchant, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
SDewar, M. P. D., M.B.E, ... T/Col., Adm. Plans, G.H.Q., taLF.
fPafry, F. W. B
T/Col., H.C.Bde.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... att. Depot.
MAJORS
... Div. Battle School, MELF.
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
... T/Col., School of Infantry.
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
... T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
... Depot.
Craig, B. H; ...
... T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
Jelf, A. G
.;.
Craddock.R.W., D.S:0.,M B.E. T/Brig., War Office
... T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E
... 1st Bn.
Grace, H. R.
... 1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
... 1st Bh.
Harris St. John, B. J.
... 1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regi., MELF, ,
Lewis, P. T. ...
... 5th Bn. Nigeria Regt.
Bailey, NfT.
Edlmann, E. L C., M.C. ... T/Lt.Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
... H.Q. Armd. Div., B.A.O.R.
Rawlings, A. C.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
Ilorley, B. M.
... 1st Bn.
May, J. F. ...
/.. 1st Bn.

Rayenhill, R. A C....
Plumptre, P. B. , MM E ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy. R. II.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
I.u^as, J. P
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Notris, N F. H. C. ...
W. Africa.
Majendie, A. E.
1st Bn.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
CAPTAINS
Staff College, Camberley.
Blaxland,. W. G. ...
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Gay, A. W
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Montgomery, D.
School ot Infantry.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
GJS.O.3, War Office.
Potffsen, N. D.
Bde. Maj. FARELF.
Coxy E. G., M.C.
4th Bn.
Coigns, H. A.
T/Maj. G (SD) 2, G.H.Q., MELF. ^
Critchley, L. P.
Gold Coast Recruits Trg. Centre. ~
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Malav Regt.
Semmence, R. G. H.
T/Maj., DAQMG., Scottish Command.
Court, D. N.
$ Supernumerary

Stewart, E. B.
PapWorth, R. E.
Leates, M. M.C.
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
...
Sherwood, R. D.
Pitkin, W. H.
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Elliott, N. ...
...
Ransley, E. J., M.C
McGjrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.

EARELPV

Short Service Commissions

CAPTAINS—continued
Delves, N. H.
T/Maj., War Office,
HammondSeaman, H. L. ... Malay Regt.
att. Depot, Course, U.K.
... W.O. 3 P.I.A.
Fakley, J. F.
3 A.B.T.C.
... Depot.
Wilson, A. F. P.
...
MELF.
Coote,
A.
D....
att. Depot, Course, U.K. 1
' "
Severn, P.S. K. ... " ' T / C a p t . W. Africa.
4 Int. Tf.Team, S. Command*.
LIEUTENANTS
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn, Hong
... War Office P.S.O.
D.A.T.
Kong. Butcher,
Huntley, S. J.
13 Trav. Wing, W. Command.
... Inf. Div. Pro. Coy.
Barlow, W. B.
1st Bn.
... T/Capt. D.A.P.M., S.I.B./R.M.P.
Roseberry, L S.
War Office.
... 1st Bn.
, Thomas, E. B
9 Trav. Wing, E. Anglia Dist.
... FARELF.
Mihto, I. G.,
Depot v s /
Hicks, E. M. G. ...
2ND LIE10[TEN4^S,
att. Depot, Course U.K. V
... Depot
Prentice,
J.
R.
P.R.O., Tripolitania Dist.
Morris, H. R.
War Office.
QUARTERMASTERS
Aldershot District.
... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
.
Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt.
Depot.
y
... Hong Kong.
1st Bn.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
... 16 Coy. R.A.S.C.
N. Ireland District.
Corps, J., Capt.,
CAPTAINS

Broadley. A., M.B.E., T.D
O'Geary, M. G.
Buckeridge. M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C. ...
Ford. E. N. M.C. ...
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. L. L., T.D.

 CAPTAINS—continued
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, H.Q., B.A.O.R.
1st gn.
Nash, J P. ...
1st Ein. —
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.
B.C., A.G., G.H.Q;, MELF.
Iliffe, R. O
1 ..i
Depot.
. j
Hadshar, G.1
".X
"S;C.,'A', Cvrehaica Dist.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.

Barrett, D. JP* R.
..i. .ulat Bn.;.
'
X': .
Dent, J. EF. W.,.
.... ' ... ;G.S,OE,,H,Q. Br:, Tps., Sudan.
MacDonald, E. W.
 ..j. 1st Bn. 
Marshall, F:...
..." 1st Bn.
..:
1st Bn.
..
..
Dubois, G. E;*. M.C.
;... att. Depot.
Peckham,A. D.
...
Squire, S. J....
... 1st Bn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
... WarOfficp.
Willows, b. 'A'.
2nd Bn. Parachute Regt. *
Wilson, P. F.
... Course, U.K.
LIEUTENANTS
Hamilton, C. M.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
... language Course.
... HQ. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
Phillips, L. M
pore.
Griffin, C. J.
... 1st Bn.
..; Ist Bn.
'
French, B.G.J.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
... Depot.
.:. 1st Bh. '«
Dalgliesb, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
... 1st Bn.
Muffins, G. O*
; ... 1st Bn. „
... Airborne Forces Depot.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
2NI> LIBUTBNANTS
:
';
... 1st Bn.
West, C. T* F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
Depot. .
. . . 1 s tE h :
' ' "

Ward, M. W.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F. ... 1st Bn.
Mitchell, P. J. ...
. . . 1 s t Bn.. r
..
1st Bn.
Pilcher,;R. A. ...
QUARTERMASTERS
Williams, L. J., M.B.E. ... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
Watts, E. H. F.
Capt. (Q.M.) 4th Bn.
Kille, W. E. ...

4th Battalion
HON. COLONEL
4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C, I D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jelf, A. G.
MAJORS
Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville. F. G., M.C.
Tilleard, J. T. D.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
CAPTAINS
Collins H. A. (Adjt.).
Hannah, W. H.
Balding, C. E. E.
Plunkett, P. N P.
WatsonAlexander, B.

LIEUTENANTS
Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.
Pantony, D. A.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
2ND LIEUTENANTS
,

2ND. LIEUTENANTS
Crowdy, R. E. L.
RoperCurzon, Hon., J.C. I.
QUARTERMASTER
Kille, W. li., Capt. (QM)
CHAPLAIN
The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden M.A., S.C.F.

[iv]

Bett, J. T.
Bennett, R. Q.
Sambrook, J. R.
Wicker, B. A.
Eccies, B.
Snowden. A, J.
Bateman, D.
Paterson,. C.(
Conyers, A.
Nye, R. T.
Barker, J. G.
De Pury, J. D.
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EDITORIAL

I

N this issue will be found two photographs of the new window which is to be placed at the East
end of the Warriors' Chapel, to replace the Crimea Window which was destroyed by blast. The
second photograph provides the key to the first.
The window has been designed and is being executed by Mr. William Wilson, R.S.A.
The design has been approved by the ColonelinChief, the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury and
the Regimental Committee.

Personalia

M

Major N. F. GordonWilson has moved from
the War Office to H.Q., B.A.O.R., where a
branch of the Inspectorate of Establishments has
been formed.

AJOR F. W. Tomlinson has left Canter
bury and gone to live again at Sandwich
where his address is: 14 Millwall Place,
Sandwich, Kent.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Willows are in
Copenhagen where they are staying with Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. Edlmann.
*

*

*

*

*

*

We recently had the pleasure of listening to
the R.A. Band, Portsmouth Division, of which
Captain W. B. Salmon is the musical director.
The Band was fulfilling a week's engagements
in London.
Captain Salmon sends his best wishes to his
old friends in the Regiment.

*

Colonel C. R. B. Knight has returned from a
visit to Ireland during the course of which he
met Lieut.Colonel J. P. W. Samuelson and
Major F. G. Crozier, both of whom were in good
fettle.
*

*

Lieut. J. R. Gilium has resigned his com
mission and is up at Cambridge University. We
wish him the best of luck for the future.
*
*
*
Lieut. G. V. S. MonckMason has joined the
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.

Captain and Mrs. L. P. Causton have moved
to Butts House, The Butts, Alton, Hants. He
describes it as being a nice little old house, very
convenient in every way.
*

*

*

*

Lieut.Colonel L. H. Dismore writing from
Medan, Sumatra, says that he will not be coming
home until October, 1952. He reports that
conditions out there are a bit more secure.

*

*

We welcome to the Regiment 2/Lieuts. P. J.
Mitchell and R. A. Pilcher, who have been
commissioned from the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst.
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Lieut. I. G. Minto has sailed for Korea where
he will be serving with the Royal Norfolk
r
Regiment.
!ieut.-Cokmel C. W. O'Brien, late R.A.M.C.,
has been staying in Canterbury during" which
time'he has visited his old friends in the Regiment.
He was Senior Medical Officer in Bareiliy when
the 1st Battalion was stationed there.
Lieut.Colonel H. P. Williams, writing from
Lusaka, l^o|1b.ern Rhodesia, says that he expects
to move to Malaya in January of next year, for
eighteen months.
We regret to record the death of Mrs.
McDouall and offer our sympathy to her family.
Major Bailey writes that his wife and family
havi joined him at Enugu. They went by air
and had a tiresome delay in transit at Gibraltar
where they had to stay for a week,
We are glad to hear that Brigadier H. P. P.
Robertson is making good progress after a major
operation. He is convalescing and hopes that it
will not be long before he is fit again.
His younger son, Dick, who was A.D.C. to
Sir Henry Gurney, was, providentially, not
accompanying him at the time of the ambush.
*

*

*

Colonel T, H. Spear has just returned from a
very pleasant trip, on duty, by air to Bermuda
and Jamaica. He stayed four days in Bermuda
where he met SergeantMajor Chapman, who is
Garrison SergeantMajor there and whom he
had iast met when with the 1st Battalion in 1938.
In Jamaica he stayed a week.
ENGAGEMENTS
MR. E. H. COWPER AND MISS E. WELKINS

The engagement is announced between Lieut.
Eric (Peter) Hodgson Cowper, The King's Own
Royal Regiment, only son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Cowper, 16 Lansdowne Terrace, Gos
forth, Northumberland, and Erica, only daughter
pf Colonel and Mrs, D. A. Wilkins, Dean House,
Hindon, Wilts.

.MR. A. H. E. PIM AND MISS P.. M. PAWSON

The engagement isannounced between Antony
Hugh Edward Pim, The Buffs, only son of the
late Major H. M. Pirn, 24lh Punjabis, and Mrs.
Pim, of Montrose, Grands Vaux, Jersey, and
Pamela Mary, elder daughter of the Rev. and
Mrs. G. Pawson, St. Luke's Vicarage, Jersey.
#
*
*
c

Obituary

MAJOR P. R. H. FOX, M.C.
HE statement of services of Percy Fox in
the last number touches one side only of his
personality; for he was the most amusing
companion and an inimitable mimic. He would
keep his friends in roars of laughter with
imitations of the foibles of mutual friends, but
all without a trace of malice or disloyalty. He
and his wife, Mary, lived in perfect harmony
and were the most friendly and hospitable pair.
All their energies were devoted to the garden,
vegetable and flower, which surrounded their
charming old farm house at Street End,
Canterbury.

F.W.T.

T

Little Beredens,
Kenton, Nr. Exeter.
19th September, 1951.
The Editor, "The Dragon
Sir,
Unless someone else with an abler pen has
already done so, may I be allowed a little Space
to pay tribute to the memory of my be|oyed
old friend, Major Percy Fox ? Off and on we
had served together, mostly in the 1st Battalion,
ever since the fateful year of 1918.
It was near Ypres we began our long and
happy comradeship. He had come recently
from an R.N.V.R. battalion commanded by
that redoubtable officer, now General Sir
Bernard Freyberg, v.c.
In 1919 we met again when he carried the
King's or Regimental Colour on the return of
the 1st Battalion from Germany to Canterbury
before reforming at Cork. Then for a while
we served together at Fermoy where he soon
showed his prowess on the hockey ground.
Later we were together for many years in
Gibraltar, Egypt and India, serving most of the
time in the same Company with Norny Veitue
and that other charming and very able officer,
Adrian Marshall. Alas ! all three have now
fallen out on the long march leaving those of
us who are left of "the lost generation'7 mourning
their departure.

[2121

f H E DRAGON*
Looking back nostalgically over those happy,
hilarious, and purposeful years of soldiering
recalls countless memories of Percy Fox bursting
with enthusiasm for, anything he took up and
bubbling over with energy. On many an occasion
his rollicking sense of fun and his merry in
fectious peal of laughter would enliven the
spirits of all those around him. Percy was a
Peter Pan incarnate, yet at the same time a
painstaking and efficient leader of men. On
the polo ground he rode with great dash, and
being a lightweight usually played Number
One in the Battalion team at Gibraltar aid
Bareilly. ! During ah unexpected interlude of
really hard training in Egypt, when the Battalion
went there for four months from Gibraltar after
the Sirdar was assassinated, Percy proved
himself a gallant and gay comrade. During
those months we fought many mock battles in
the sandhills near Aboukir and later in the
Mokattam Hills outside Cairo. A picture
springs to mind of Percy charging dauntlessly
up a sandy knoll at the head of his troops whilst
bullets kicked up the ground not many yards in
front of him. It was not a real battle but only
a field firing exercise, but when I said to him
afterwards, "I'm afraid some shots came a bit
close", he answered with a grin, "Jolly good
show, Robin. All the better. Like old times !"
One Christmas at Bareilly a party of us went
out to camp beside a jheel to shoot duck. As
darkness fell and we gathered outside our tents
Percy, despite protests from some of the more
austere, insisted on having a camp fire lighted.
It was the irrepressible boy in him bursting
forth again. So we sat round the leaping flames
and spun yarns and jested together, and nil
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. Without his
moving spirit we should soon have been driven
to our tents by mosquitos and crept silently to
bed.
In recent years since the war it has been my
delightful privilege to enjoy the warm and genial
hospitality of his beautiful little home at Street
End for a few days each summer. Here with the
devoted help of his most charming wife he
maintained an old fashioned mode of life almost
completely absorbed in the affairs of his garden,
and still with the same boundless energy which
he always bestowed on any project that interested
him. But alas ! it seems he overspent his energy.
We who were his contemporaries and are left
behind will miss and mourn him deeply, and all
we can do is to offer our sincerest sympathy to
his widow in the hope that this may be some
smalt comfort to her in her lonely sorrow.
ROBIN TUKE.

Future Events
BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY AUTUMN MEETING, LITTLE
STONE, Saturday, October 21th and Sunday,

October 28th.
1/4TH BATTALION, THE BUFFS (August, 19l4 to
December, 1919) REUNION DINNER^ Saturday,
October 21th9 Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane,
Canterbury. Assemble at 6 p.m. for 6.30 p.m.
Tickets^ 7/6 each from Local Secretarial or
from H. L. Cremer, The Grange, Chartham,
near Canterbury. It is hoped that medals"and
decorations will be worn by all ranks, and
that the names of those attending will be
displayed on the lapel of their coats.
*

A

*

*

Wanted

VACANCY exists for an Army Recruiter
at 23 Recruiting Centre, Canterbury.
Qualifications as follows:—
1. Under 50 years of age.
2. Must have held the rank of at least Sergeant
during service.
3. Must have served for 21 years.
4. Must be married.
It should be noted that quarters are available.
Anyone interested should apply to: Army
Recruiting Officer, 2 Roper Road, Canterbury.
*

C

#

*

Historical Records

OPIES of the new volume of the Regimental
History, sent to the following have Seen
returned as being untraceable. Will the
owners or anyone knowing their present address,
please inform the Administrative Officer, Depot,
The Buffs, so that delivery may be effected.
Major C. Sessions, M.BVE.
Captain A. J. Parish.
A. H. Hyland, Esq.
J. W. P. Clark, Esq.
*

*

*

MARRIAGES
MAJOR C. BOSSOM AND LADY BARBARA NORTH

The marriage took place at All Saints',
Waldershare, near Dover, of Major Clive
Bossom, elder son of Mr. Alfred C. Bossom,
M.P., of 5 Carlton Gardens, S/W., and Lady
Barbara Joan North, elder daughter of the fate
Lord North and of Mrs. C. Harman Hunt, of
Waldershare Park, near Dover. The Bishop of
Dover, Canon A. O. Standen, and the Rev. Wv
A. Ferris took part in the service.
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The bride, who was given,away by her brother,
the Earl of Guilford, wore a'fullskirted dress of
white grosgrain and guipure lace, with a veil
and train of old family Brussels lace. She had a
coronet of orange blossom and pearls and carried
a handspray of white roses, stephanotis, and
liliesofthevalley. Her train was carried by her
cousin, Susan North, who wore a dress of cream
corded silk, with an overskirt and a cap of
Brussels lace. The four bridesmaids, Lady
Angela North (sister), and Miss Georgiana
North, Miss Penelope Burrell and Miss Rona
Burrell (cousins), wore fullskirted dresses of
cream corded silk with shawl collars, and had
headdresses and handsprays of autumntinted
leaves and flowers. Captain Doric Bossom was
best man to his brother.
A reception was held at Waldershare Park.

CAPT. F. DE RIEMER MORGAN AND MISS E, RAIKES

The marriage took place on September 8th, at
Llangasty Church, Bwlch, Breconshire, of Capt.
Francis de Riemer Morgan, The Buffs, elder
son of MajorGeneral and Mrs. H. de Riemer
Morgan, Llandefaelog House, Brecon, and Miss
Elined Raikes, daughter of MajorGeneral
G. T. Raikes, Lord Lieutenant of Breconshire,
and Mrs. Raikes, Treberfydd, Bwlch.
The Bishop of Swansea and Brecon conducted
the service, assisted by the Rev. O. T. Wallis
and the Rev. H. A. Gough.
The bride was given away by her father, and
was attended by Miss Alison Raikes (her sister),
Miss Judy Russell, Miss Mary Cavanagh, and
three children, Jennifer and Beluida Holland
(cousins) and David Geoffrey Raikes (nephew).
Mr. John Grugeon was best man.
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This was a very pleasant affair, attended by
a great many people—so many, in fact, that
only a limited number could be accommodated
in the tiny little church of Llangasty, on the
edge of a lake, in the most delightful scenery.
The remainder, however, had the satisfaction
of being first in at the reception at Treberfydd,
the home of General and Mrs. Raikes, the
bride's parents; this is only about six miles
from Brecon, so that both bride and bridegroom
are well known in those parts. It may be
remembered that Elined Morgan (as she now
is) was chief bridesmaid to Joan Kearney (nee
Morgan) last year.
The best man was John Grugeon, who managed
to get 24 hours' leave from the 1st Battalion and
carried out his duties with tact and distinction.
Colonel R. E. Power, Mrs. and Miss Power
were there, as too was Major F. W. Tomlinson;
and Colonel F. W. B. and Mrs. Parry, who came
over from Oxford.
Captain Morgan made an excellent speech
thanking the proposer of the toast to the health
and happiness of the Bride and Bridegroom;
and soon afterwards he and the bride went off
by road, on their way to France where they were
to spend a few days in Normandy and Brittany.
As Francis is still an Instructor at the School of
Infantry, Hythe, he and Mrs. Morgan have
taken a furnished bungalow at Dymchurch.

R. W. Waby, who said that they were all delighted
to have their Commanding Officer with them
again and thought how well he looked—of
course old soldiers never die. Next came the
toast to the Officers which was given by J. G.
Brooker, late R.S.M. in the Battalion,, who said
with a short speech, that he would ask the
N.C.O.s and other ranks to rise and drink to
the Battalion Officers as he was a man of few
words. This caused much laughter from rank
and file. The N.C.O.s and Other Ranks was
given by Brig. Foster Hall, who asked the
Officers to drink to the health of them, the
backbone of the Battalion.
After the dinner was over one could see small
parties talking over old times and the Officers
going from one party to another to find out
how one was going on and the names of absent
friends could often be heard. When one knew
that some of those present had come hundreds
of miles to be there, it proved that the comrade
ship of thirtyfive years ago would never die.,
R.W.W.
*

 *

*

Reservists and Regulars

COMRADELY SPIRIT IN CAMP
From Mr. W. F. Dcedes, M.P.
*
*
*
To the Editor of "The Daily Telegraph".
Sir,
The Z Reservists have had a good Press.
8TH BATTALION, THE BUFFS, 19141918
Their spirit, bearing and soldierly qualities have
HE Reunion Dinner was held at The been praised not only by observers but even by
regular officers who have had command of them.
Union Tavern, Pimlico, S.W.I, on Saturday,
September 22nd. The Chair was taken by
Perhaps a Z Reservist may now be allowed to
Lieut.Colonel Lucas, D.S.C., M.C. Also present reciprocate. There seems a tendency to take
were Brig. N. D. Rice, Brig. E. FosterHall, M.C., for granted the Regular Army's part. It has
Lieut.Colonel BouverieBrine, Capt. R. W. not been easy for them, and the way in which*
Waby, D.s.M., M.M., Messrs. Alldis, J. G. Brooker, they have done the job ought not to be allowed
D.C.M., E. Shute, M.M., Charlton, Brown,
to mask the considerable difficulties they have
Chapman, Grindley, Graham, Hickey, Holman, silently overcome.
Linsell and White.
It will be recalled that, after some political
The Chairman read a telegram from the shuffling, this scheme was launched at very
King's Secretary saying that Their Majesties short notice. As always when this sort of thing
thanked those present for their kind and loyal occurs, a cataract of paper flowed over every
wishes and hoped they would have an enjoyable branch of military administration. In this
evening. A letter from General Scarlett was * phase, staff officers, adjutants, quartermasters
also read regretting his inability to attend and and so on were required to work at pressure
wishing the gathering a good evening.
which has not yet relented.
The Chairman gave the toast to the King and
It cannot have been easy for a small Regular
said that at this moment the King's health was Army stationed at home to improvise an admin
giving the nation cause for anxiety and trusted istrative frame through which 250,000 guests
that he may soon be restored to health. The could flow, if not comfortably at least without
toast for the Chairman was given by Capt. acute discomfort.

Re-union Dinner

T
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The Treasury, it
uncharacteristically
(one may wistfully
the Z with former
that is a detail.)

Round and About

is true, seems to have been
generous on the Q side,
compare this abundance for
stringency for the T.A., but

We come then to the spirit of the thing. No
doubt the reservists have shown an admirable
spirit. Theirs was a simple choice, and given
such a choice the Englishman usually lumps it,
and, occasionally, likes it.
The professionals' choice was not so simple.
How to produce the right mixture of tolerance
and discipline, friendliness and firmness,
Camberley and holiday camp ?
In my small experience the right mixture was
achieved at all levels—not least at the level of
the sergeant instructor. Without a basis of
military discipline the whole event would
obviously become farcical. With too much
discipline there might have been minor dis
agreeable incidents and perhaps more serious
trouble.
Criticisms, suggestions and comments from
the guests appear to have been welcomed and
acted upon. As I saw it, the Regular Army have
approached this business as the servants and
not the masters of the Citizen Army—and that
has been the key to it all.
Military conventions have had to be adjusted
to the climate of a Welfare State. Certain little
ways dear to the regular soldier have had tem
porarily to be put aside. Others had to be gently
instilled into the guests. This was done. So let
us, at least, hear less talk about the inflexible
military mind.
This was not, I fancy, a matter in which
directives from the War Office—which, came, no
doubt—could offer .more than guidance. In the
long run it rested on the touch of each regular
Army unit concerned.
Regular soldiers to whom I have spoken on
these lines treat it all as part of the day's work.
So no doubt it is, but it would be less than just,
when the bouquets were being handed round, if
the Regular Army were left out—especially in a
country which has never been too swift or too
eager to recognise the virtues and value of its
small Regular Army in times of peace.
Yours faithfully,

W ILLIAM F. D EEDES.

House of Commons.
(Reprinted by kind permission of
"The Daily Telegraph" of list September, 1951)

The Tramp
By
SUMMER AND OTHER THINGS
LTHOUGH com

A

ments
on
our
weather are the
staple of our conversa
tion in this unpredictable
climate the less said
about the Summer now
ended the better. It has
been one of those years
in which hopes for an
improvement have been
regularly disappointed.
July alone redeemed the
season and now the mists
of Autumn are upon us.
But we have to be thank
ful for such blessings as we have received. One
inclines to pick out days on which the sun shone.
That, for example, in August when the March
through the City took place. It might have been
dismal and wet and then how bedraggled a great
spectacle might have become. In point of fact
it was an ideal day and the City in its Saturday
calm never looked better. Watching it in the
company of many old friends from the pavement
below the Mansion House I was reminded of the
last occasion when the ancient right was exercised
by the 1st Battalion after presentation of Colours
by the Lord Mayor twenty years ago.
Then, after watching the Parade at the Head
quarters of the H.A.C. at Armoury House
I stood on the steps of a Bank near the Mansion
House. Just before the head of the column
appeared I caught sight of a distinguished figure
leaving the Lord Mayor's official residence where
some reception had been in progress. I asked a
former brother officer who was standing by me
if he knew who it was. He did not and so I en
lightened him. "That's Sir Ian Hamilton",
I said, endeavouring to keep the triumph of
superior knowledge out of my voice. Sir Ian
had by then reached the point where we stood
and we both saluted him. He returned our
greeting with evident pleasure and approaching
us said, "What's happening here ?", pointing to
the assembled crowds. We told him we were
waiting to watch the Buffs marching through
the City. He was greatly interested and stayed
to tell us of how he had known the Regiment
well in the old days, especially in India. It was
the first time I had ever set eyes on the famous
soldier although I knew his face well from
photographs seen as far back as Boer War days.
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As he talked to us 1 thought of what he had
seen in his long service and not least in that most
trying and tragic episode, the Gallipoli Campaign,
when the forces under his command had several
times been so near to complete triumph. In his
Gallipoli Diary Sir Ian tells with great candour
and literary skill the story of that splendid
failure. It is, together with Lord Roberts's
Forty-One Years in India the most absorbing and
fascinating book by a soldier I have ever read.
Since the recent death of Field Marshal Lord
Birdwood, the only survivor of the great jigures
of that campaign is Mr Winston Churchill, who
had much to do with the inception of the enter
prise. Much military history his been made
and written since the days of Anzac, Cape
Helles and Suvla Bay and no one in the marching
column of August d 8th, 1951, was old enough
to remember the impact of those tremendous
events. I fancy that Sir Ian would have
appreciated the bearing of the Buffs on parade
on this recent August day.
THE WEST COUNTRY
Few parts of England attract me more than
those counties which lie on the borderland of
Wales. A recent Invitation to visit some friends
who live in Shropshire was therefore most
acceptable and once again I made the journey
by Motor Coach. The prime advantage of this
highly popular mode of travel is that the fares
are infinitely more tolerable than those exacted
by Our Railways. Moreover, one gets a closer
look at the countryside. From London to
Ludlow the route is studded with places of
interest and some most beautjful country. Once
clear of the sprawling suburbs of Western
London there are High Wycombe and the
Chilterns, Oxford and the Cotswolds, Chelten
ham, Tewkesbury, the Malvern Hills and
' Ledbury and finally the lovely landscape sur
rounding that most charming and historic town
Ludlow. All this for some 29/ return ! Of
course it is longer in time and more fatiguing
than the rail journey but how much more to see
and enjoy. I never set foot in Shropshire without
thinking of A. E. Housman whose little books
of imperishable verse, A Shropshire Lad and
Last Poems, are among my favourite reading.
Housman was a great Latin scholar, one of the
greatest. He was a precise, donnish man and
one not easily approached. Nevertheless he
wrote some of the most memorable lyrics in the
language. He was, especially in his early days,
oppressed by the thought of man as the play
thing of fate. His verses are therefore nostalgic
and melancholy but they are beautifully com
posed and strangely haunting. He wrote much
of soldiers and tended to suggest that those who

took service under the Queen very seldom
returned from the wars to which they were sent,
This, of course, was an exaggeration for the
casualty lists in the comparative skirmishes of
those days were not as expensive in lives as in
the great wars of our own time. This tendency
and that of suggesting that the gallows or the
suicide's > grave claimed most of the promising
young men of Shropshire have been satirised
and parodied again and again but the Equality
of the little books I have mentioned is un
assailable.
Incidentally, my friend, the late Hugh
Kingsmill, contrived the best Housmaq parody
in vejeses which begin
"What, still alive at twentytwo,
A fine upstanding chap like you ?
It is on record that Housman himself paid
tribute to' this brilliant criticism of his verse
which he considered to be the best effort of many.
THE DAY OUT
September, like its predecessor August, had
not been on its best behaviour. A succession of
cloudy days, some rain and an absence of the
warm sun which past Septembers had provided—
that was the dismal record until the 22nd when
the early morning looked promising. We went
into conference at breakfast and it was thought
that a day by the sea would be worth the* effort
and expense. The notion that British Railways
would help towards this excellent plan by
affording Cheap Day fares was dashed by a
telephone call to the local station. The concession
did not apply to Saturday, the clerk said after
referring to his booklets. So the conference
was resumed and the plan being modified to
exclude the seaside we resolved to revisit familiar
country. The Green Line carried us to the top
of Polhill, that magnificent eminence which
commands the Darenth Valley and overlooks
Otford and Sevenoaks. Here we refreshed our
selves at the pleasant Inn, the Polhill Arms, and
then struck off the main road on foot in a south
westerly direction. Our first choice of road led
us unsuspectingly into a highly forbidden zono
which for obvious reasons must be nameless.
The height and prohibitive character of the
iron fences and the presence of innumerable
War Department Constables convinced us that
we had strayed. However, the alert guardians
set us on a road which was not forbidden and
once clear of the ominous place we lunched
al fresco in a field devoted to. the production of
strawberries and vegetables for Covent Garden.
Then we walked on and leaving the metalled
roads took a footpath along part of the Pilgrim's
Way and came finally to the quiet village of
Chevening which we had known in older and
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easier days. Chevening is a bit of ancient
England and though a mere 25 miles from the
centre of London is as quiet and unspoiled as a
village on Exmoor or in the dales of Yorkshire.
We went into the little church which we had
attended in days gone by and were surprised to
find how unfamiliar it was. We found it hard
to remember where we used to sit on Sunday
mornings in the days when Hitler was braying
threats and defiance just after Munich. The
little Roll of Honour in the Church records those
of the village Who fell in the two German Wars
and includes the names of two men of the same
family described as "Private, Home Guard".
These, we learned later, were a father and son
whose farm, set remotely.in open country, had
been struck by a stfay German bomb during the
Battle of Britain. There was infinite pathos in
this record of an "incident" of those strange and
nightmarish months, eleven years ago.
Although this valley was one of the hottest
spots during the assault on London and a
minute's flight from the aerodrome at Biggin
Hill, there are now no signs of the Battle. The
villages have few scars to show and the fields
have resumed their peaceful texture.
We went on to the neighbouring village in
which we had once lived and saw few changes
in the outward appearance of the place. We
were fortunate enough to find people we had
known and to be immediately recognised and
greeted by some. There is something peculiarly
gratifying in the realisation that one is not
entirely forgotten. This and the pleasant airs of
a cloudless early Autumn day made our expedi
tion memorable and we decided as we returned
Londonwards by 'bus that it was just as well
that there had been no cheap fares to the Coast.
We might after all have gone to Hastings and
sat beside the sea. This would have been pleasant
Enough but not quite the same thing.
*

*

*

Regimental Christmas
Card, 1951

T

HIS year's card may be obtained from the
Administrative Officer,. Depot, The Buffs,
at the same price as last year, i.e. 9d. each,
including envelope.
The card will be on the' same lines as last
year, but will have, as a picture, a photograph
depicting some phase of the 1st Battalion's visit
to London, when they carried out the Guard
Duties at Buckingham Palace, etc.
Payment should be made by cheque or Postal
Order, payable to Administrative Officer, Depot,
The Buffs.

2nd Infantry Division War
Memorial

T

HE 2nd Infantry Division War Memorial com
memorating those who lost their lives while serving
in the Division during the War 19391945 will be
unveiled in the Royal Garrison Church, Aldershot, by
the C.I.G.S., Field Marshal Sir William Slim, G.C.B.,
G.B.E., D.S.O., M.c.,, at 11.30 a.m. on Monday, 22nd
October, 1951.
The Service of Dedication will be conducted by the
Chaplain General to the Forces, the Rev. Canon F.
Llewelyn Hughes, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., T.D., M.A.
All past and presentr members of the Division and their
close relatives are invited to attend the ceremony.
Admission will be by ticket and application for tickets
should be addressed to "A" Branch, Headquarters
Aldershot District, Steeles Road, Aldershot, by 1st
October, 1951, in an envelope marked "2 Inf. Div. War
Memorial".
Applications for tickets should give full particulars of
the person making the application, including details of
service in 2nd Infantry Divison and the address to which
the tickets are to be sent.

- Correspondence
Rose Dene,
Grange Road, Woking.
25th September, 1951.
The Editor,"The Dragon".
Sir,
It may be of interest to you to know that a weekly
paper Kommando Koreren is published for the benefit of
the Danish Forces in Germany.
*
It has been the practice, established by Major F. H. G.
Eggleton,M.B.E., The Royal Welch Fusiliers, who at present
commands the Liaison H.Q. attached to H.Q. of the
Danish Forces in Germany, to include a short article on
the history of one of the British Regiments stationed in
Germany.
At Major Eggleton's request a copy of Brigadier Foster
Hall's Regimental History together with some additional
information especially compiled by Colonel C. R. B.
Knight were sent.
An excellent article was written by Major Eggleton,
duly translated into Danish and illustrated with pictures
of the Regimental badge and of "A soldier of The Buffs".
The article appeared in the issue of 28th July.
Your obedient servant,
R. W.
Brigadier.
Ashwood Lodge,
Seafield Road,
Broadstairs.
2Ath September, 1951.
Dear Sir,
Many old friends of No. 6058 exC.S.M. R. E. Cross,
popularly known as "Nut Cross", will be delighted to learn
that his son, serving as Gpl. G. N. Cross, R.E., in Korea,
has been awarded the Bronze Star Medal by the American
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I hope that Colonel Connolly may feel that his offer
has been justified and that we shall see a very strong
muster of competitors.
For those who have not attended this Meeting before,
1 can recommend a weekend in the healthy and in
vigorating air of Littlestone.
Yours truly,
E. V. ARGLES.
*
*
He

Army Authorities for outstanding valorous action at
Seoul on 3rd January, 1951.
No doubt all will agree that the son of this old Buff
performed a very gallant deed, and if my memory is not
at fault, a Cpl. Jarvis of the R.E. was awarded the V.C. in
1914 for a deed somewhat similar in detail.
Yours sincerely,
W. R. ORWIN,
The Editor, "The Dragon

Regimental Gazette

Citation
HEADQUARTERS I CORPS
APO 358, United States Army
9 March 1951
GENERAL ORDERS
NUMBER 23
Section
... I
Award of the Bronze Star Medal
Award of the Bronze Star Medal
... II
I. AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL. By direction
of the President, under the provisions of Executive Order
9419, 4 February 1944 [Sec. II, WD Bui 3, 1944], and
pursuant to authority in AR 60045, the Bronze Star
Medal with "V" device for heroic achievement in con
nection with military operations against an armed enemy
is awarded to the followingnamed enlisted men L
Corporal G. N. CROSS* 1876543, Royal Engineers,
British Army, a member of the 55th Independent Field
Squadron, Royal Engineers, distinguished himself by
outstanding valorous actions at Seoul,Korea, on 3 January
1951. Corporal CROSS was a member of a detail main
taining demolitions charges which had been prepared for
the destruction of one of the two remahung bridges across
the Han River. This bridge was of vital importance in the
planned withdrawal of considerable numbers of United
Nations troops of the I and IX United States Corps from
the Seoul area. On 3 January 1951, this bridge and the
prepared charges were set on fire by hot ashes dropped
from a locomotive passing over the bridge. Although, he
was well aware of the fact that more than seven tons of
high explosives had been placed on the bridge, he im
mediately rushed to the burning portion of the bridge
and began extinguishiiig the fire by using pieces of his own
clothing soaked in water. Completely ignoring the danger
to himself, he disconnected and removed several burning
charges from the bridge. As a result of this action, the
bridge was saved from almost certain destruction which
would have seriously impeded the successful withdrawal
of United Nations forces from Seoul. Corporal CROSS'
. courage and unselfish devotion to duty in the face of grave
personal hazard reflect great credit upon himself, his
organization and the United Nations forces..
By command of Lieutenant General Milburn:
Official:
RINALDO VAN BRUNT,
L. S. Stanley,
Brig. Gen., GSC,
Colonel, AGC,
Chief of Staff.
Adjutant General.
*

*

*

2nd October, 1951.
The Editor,"The Dragon
Dear Sir,
As VicePresident of The Buffs Golfing Society may
I trespass on your space to refer to Colonel Connolly's
kind offer of accommodation during the Autumn Meeting.
The cost should be within the means of many who have
hitherto felt that the two days were an undue expense.

REGULAR AELtyLY
The undermentioned Offr. Cadets from the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst* to be 2nd Lts., 3rd August,
August, 1951, with seniority 3rd August; 1951:—
THE BUFFS.—Peter James Mitchell, Roger Anthony
Pilcher.
THE BUFFS.—Lt. J. R. Gillum resigns his commn,, 25th
Sept., 1951, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt. P. H. K. Severn to be Capt., 1st Jan., 1951.
2nd Lt. E. M. G. Hicks to be Lt., 26th July, 1951.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS

The undermentioned officer relinquishes his commn.,
19th September, 1951, and is granted the hon. rank as
shown:—
THE BUFFS.—Lt. J. A. C. Osborne, Capt.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
The undermentioned cadets to be 2nd Lts., 9th June,
1951:—
Francis John Aglionby, Barrymore Michael Bowen.
The undermentioned cadets to be 2nd Lts., ,23rd June,
1951:—
Courtney James Hugh Edenborough, Michael Ogilvie
Davis.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Hon. Maj. Albert Arthur Huckle (late The Buffs),
to. be Capt., 12th September, 1951, retaining the hon.
rank of Major.
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) John Lynton George Warren
from Einerg. Commn., to be Capt., 12th September, 1951,
and is granted the hon. rank of Major.
2nd Lt. Roger Erskine Longrigg From Emerg. Commn.,
to be 2nd Lt, 12th September,"!951.
Capt. and Bt. Maj. F. G. Crozier, M.B.E., havingexceeded
the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the
Res. of Offrs., 19th Sept., 1951.
Lt. Robert Rivers Gilling from Para. Regt. Emerg.
Commn., to be Lt., 19th Sept., 1951, and is granted the
hon. rank of Capt.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

2nd Lt. R. G. Bennett is granted the actg. rank of Lt.,
10th Sept., 1951.
WAR OFFICE, 24TH AUGUST* 1951

The following awards of the Efficiency Medals
(Territorial) and/or Clasps, published in the London Gazette
Supplements as shown, are hereby cancelled, as the
Officers concerned have since been awarded the Territorial
Efficiency Decoration and/or Clasps in lieu.
Continued on page 221
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And finally, the last three days of the month
were suddenly presented to us in the form of a
long weekend—a gift which had been thoroughly
well earned and which was just exactly what
any reasonable doctor would have ordered.
Altogether it has been a good month, with
passable weather, and now we only have Exercises
"Merry Widow" and "Surprise Packet" to
compete with before our return to Dover; few
will be sorry to see the back of the P.T.A. And
with that singularly trite remark this Editorial
must be brought to its uninspired, though timely,
conclusion; we hope to do better next month.
*
*
*

1st Battalion

T

HEREis no denying the
fact that Septem/cer has
simply shot by. First of
all it was the "Z" Reservists,
who descended upon us in
their hundreds for their
fifteen days' "refresher".
They came by car, by motor
cycle and by train, and at all
hours of the day and night
during that memorable 1st
September. One of them,
indeed,
arrived
exactly
twentyfour hours too soon
—though whether through
an excess of zea] or because
of an error on the part of some typist in the
Records Office was not altogether clear. Another
arrived complete with short, black, goatee beard
and there was an immediate stampede by the
reception committee to discover whether,
according to the regulations, he could be given a
sharp order to shave it off. Even an eventuality
such as that, however, had been foreseen and
bearded he remained—much to the disgust of
the R.S.M.
After they had all come and gone—the last
of them was away by 9.30 a.m. on 15th September,
so urgent are the calls of civilian life—there
followed a fortnight of Company, Battalion and
Brigade training, entailing much activity on all
sides. This phase culminated in a fourday
Exercise which rejoiced in the name of "Hammer
and Tongs", in which for the first time the
Division was in the field at full strength. There
was a measure of coming and going, of order
and counterorder, and of sudden and unexpected
moves in all directions. The Division had con
centrated just south of Colchester prior to this
particular caper and a number of us were thus
enabled to make, or to renew, acquaintance
with the "natives" in their home town. The
move from Colchester to the P.T.A. was the
signal for further comings and goings, more
orders and counterorders, and much travelling—
at snail's pace and with side lights only—along
the more unfrequented byroads of Norfolk and
Suffolk. It was pleasant to catch a giimpse of
Col. F. W. B. Parry and Lt.Col. Jelf, both acting
as Umpires during this Exercise. We trust that
this, their first visit to the P.T.A., will also, for
their sake, prove to be their last.

Beneath Bell Harry

W

HEN these notes
are published the
third intake to
have come to us at
Canterbury will have
passed out, and we will
be in the throes of
training "Douro" and
"Televera" Platoons.
The highlights of last
month as far as the
Company was con
cerned was the Novices'
Boxing
Competition,
which was held in the
Home Counties Brigade
Depot on September 14th. Altogether 35
recruits entered for the Competition, and all
fought with great dash even if some were lacking
in skill. The following are particularly con
gratulated: Pte. Norvall, who won the Light
weight Contest, Pte. Jaques, LightWelter Weight
runnerup and Pte. Gaymer, who was the best
loser in the Competition.
Between them, Dettingen and Guadeloupe
Platoons have established a record for the
Home Counties Brigade in that out of a total of
72 National Servicemen, 25 volunteered to be
Regular Soldiers.
However, only 16 of these are remaining as
Buffs and the others are transferring to the
various Corps. It will be very gratifying to
provide the Battalion with half a platoon of
regulars.
Two members of our permanent staff have
fallen prey to the fatal charms of the fair sex.
Cpl. Gray was married on 29th September and
Cpl. Smith on 6th October; we wish both of

[220]

THE DRAGON
them and their wives all the best of luck in their
future life together. Congratulations must also
go to Cpl. and Mrs. Harris on the arrival of their
first son and to Cpl. Newman oti his well deserved
promotion to Sergeant.

4th Battalion

SERGEANTS' MESS
The past month has been a quiet one from the social
angle, the main event being a games night to which
members of the Home Counties Brigade Depot were
invited. Everyone enjoyed themselves and R.S.M. Moody
is now reigning billiards champion of the two messes.
A new form of cabaret was devised by the ubiquitous Mr.
Hurley, who held a "mock" pay parade in the middle
of the evening. The Mess without its guiding star, Sgt.
Shaw (on an illdeserved leave), as existed under the
genial host in the form of Sgt. Collins (R.W.K.).
The R.S.M. has gone to Europe for his leave and left
us at the mercy of C.S.M. Champion. C.S.M. Scott is'
still with us, his boat having put back, but Sgt. Edwards
(of 4th Buffs) has left us to join the Bde. Depot for onward
transmission to 1 R. Sussex. Mr. Hurley continues his
gathering of "minions" in the mess Thursday lunchtimes.
We often wonder what these "off the record" conferences
are really about, but Sgt. Sweeney is silent on the subject.
Sgt. Laker continues to walk around the camp looking
like a prospective Liberal candidate and without the
guiding hand of Shaw seems a little lost. Even C/Sgt.
Barber defeated him at snooker.
We welcome Sgt. Ivory to the Mess and hope his stay
will be a happy one and congratulate Sgt. Newman on his
recent promotion, If this strength increase goes on, lunch
will be in two sittings. Well, that's all for this month,
except to wish all Buffs good luck.

Regimental Gazette—continued from p. 219
Notified in the London Gazette Supplement No. 37787
dated 14th November, 1946.
THE EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL) 1ST CLASP

Capt. A. D. McL. Hilton.
THE EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)
THE BUFFS.—Capt. A. D. McL. Hilton.

Notified in the London Gazette Supplement No. 37886
dated 21st February, 1947.
THE EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)
THE BUFFS.—Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) L. H. Dismore;

Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) A. D. Harrison; Capt. (Hon. Maj.)
D. A. Boyd.
Notified in the London Gazette Supplement No. 27933
dated 18th April, 1947:—

THE EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)
THE BUFFS.—Capt. (Hon. Maj.) G. R. D. Hews, M.C. ;

Capt. (Hon. Maj.) L. F. Parratt; Lt. (Hon. Maj.) A. J.
Smithers; Capt. (Hon. Maj.) A. A. West; Maj. (now
T.Lt.Col.) J. Thompson, O.B.E.

iH'E month of September
has seen the Battalion
back to full training once
again after the summer recess
taken by some companies
during August.
The first two weekends
were spent on the range at
Lydden Spout firing
the
Annual Range Course on the
rifle and L.M.G* On/ the
whole the standard , of
shooting was good,, although
we regret to record one or
two failures. It is hoped,
however, that these persons
may be able to make amends by the end of the
training year.
We congratulate Lieut. Klean, Sgt. Miller and
Sgt. Gabriel on being selected to represent the
Division in the Kolar InterDivisional Shooting
Competition and wish them every success when
the competition takes place at Hythe on Sunday,
7th October, 1951.
We are going to collect our first 17pdr. Anti
Tank Gun next Wednesday, 3rd October, 1951.
This should give great pleasure to the detachment*
at Ashford and it is hoped they will soon all
become highly proficient in its use.
We have now heard that our Adjutant has
been posted to the War Office with effect from
1st November, 1951, to become a G.S.O.2 in
the T.A. Directorate. It is hoped that after a
further two years dealing with T.A. problems he
will still be able to remember how the Regular
Army functions.
He is being succeeded as Adjutant of this
Battalion by Captain D. P. R. Barrett, who
arrives fresh from Army Manoeuvres on 19th
October, 1951.
*
#
*
H.Q. COMPANY—CANTERBURY
After the holidays we once more returned to work and
tried to settle down. The work in the new Canteen is
going apace. The new floor has now been laid and all
we are now waiting for is the carpenters and the decorators.
Apart from this news there is very little to report. We
have been carrying out.TsOET on rifle and Bren and a
certain amount of Infantry training but no specialist
training as yet. That will have to wait for the winter
session.
Sgt. Trinkwon has joined us from "B" Company ^nd
we wish him every success with us and hope that his stay
will be long and pleasant.
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"A" COMPANY—RAMSGATE, MARGATE
AND SANDWICH
Seasonal work now almost at a close, and bad weather
has at least helped us in the way of attendances and we
are getting into swing for the winter months.
. The longawaited carrier has arrived and it is hoped
that training will commence during the coming month.
During the past month we have once again spent two
weekends on the range and the results have been much
more encouraging. Congratulations are offered to Pte.
Holness on obtaining a Marksman score with the L.M.G.
We offer a warm welcome to Capt. R. Morgan, who has
at last been issued with his uniform and can now be really
called one of "US".
To all National Servicemen recently posted we also
offer a warm welcome and sincerely trust that they will
spend some of the darker evenings with the remainder of
the Company in the Club Room.
It is with regret that we have at last to say goodbye to
Major N. G. H. Taylor, who has commanded this Com
pany for the last four years. He is at the moment in the
process of handing over to Major J. Tilleard, who for the
last four years has commanded the Margate Detachment.
We shall miss Major Taylor very much and can only
hope that he will find time between the very arduous duties
he is going to perform as O.C. "C" Company to drop, in
and see us.
To Capt. Balding, who is about to undergo a course in
Local Government* we wish the best of luck, and feel sure
that we need have no fear of the results that he will obtain.
Three members of the Company, Capt. Balding, Lieut.
Klean and Sgt. Gabriel, were selected to proceed to
Pirbright to take part in the eliminating shoot for the
Kolar Cup. This competition is an InterDivisional one
and it is gratifying from a Company point of view that both
Lieut. Klean and Sgt. Gabriel were selected for the
Divisional team.
To all members who support us on Friday evenings we
say thank you—more so to the ladies, Mrs. Saunders, Mrs.
Spicer, Mrs. King and Mrs. Turmaine. We can only
hope that these evenings will become more popular and
that we shall see more in the future.

"B" COMPANY—WHITSTABLE AND HERNE BAY
We welcome five National Servicemen to the Company,
namely Ptes. Sparkes, Wass, Spratt, Castle, V., and
Carney, and hope that their service with us will be long and
pleasant.
Cpl. Owen has decided to return to the Regular Army
with The Buffs and although we shall miss him we wish
him every success.
We say goodbye to Sgt. Trinkwon. Although an old
soldier and a first class shot with the Sten (of which we
will say no more about) we shall miss him and at the same
time wish him every success in H.Q. Company.
On the 14th September we had a Social Evening and
were honoured by a visit from the Commanding Officer.
The evening was extremely pleasant and everyone seemed
to be having a real good time.
The Miniature Range team has been busy again during
the past month, scoring a win against the Herne Bay
Exservicemen's Club and losing by a small margin to the
Swalecliffe Rifle Club.

"D" COMPANY—FOLKESTONE
An uneventful month. Ordinary training and wet
weather. A few late nights and a few sore heads next
morning. Speaking of late nights and sore heads, did we
hear Capt. WatsonAlexander singing a rude song one
late night when the baby was being christened (in its
absence) in the Drill Hall Canteen. There was at least one
other officer present whose name is a Palidrome. His was
the baby.
C.S.M. Kemp gave a very interesting lecture on his
experiences with Wingate and Haille Selassie's armies in
Abyssinia. We enjoyed it very much and we would like
to hear more.
"S" COMPANY
CRANBROOK (3in. Mortar Platoon)

Training this month has taken second place to the
harvest, but providing the hops are directed to the right
quarter, for liquid consumption, we feel justified in
releasing the members of the platoon for this very
important duty.
The big push is on. The roads around Cranbrook are
a learnerdriver's paradise. M.T. carriers 'and motor
cycles have been busy under the eagle eyes of C.S.M,
Esler and Cpl. Jones. They tell me that several herds of
Jersey cows refused to yield on a certain morning. Could
it have been because they saw a certain Sergeant of
this platoon astride an iron steed complete with crash
helmet several sizes too small batting along at a very
steady speed on his first "solo"? Maybe the limits on a
restricted road have been pushed up, or have they? ,
We welcome Pte. Rhoades to the platoon apd hope his
stay will be long and happy.
Plans for the winter are well in hand and we are con
fident that our new recruits will be kept at the"grindstone".
Capt. WatsonAlexander has returned after an attachment
to the East Surreys at Stanford and considers that he is
now well in the mortar picture. If the platoon don't get a
first class report from the forthcoming *C.I.V. inspection
it certainly won't be for the lack of effort.
Finally, we should like to congratulate Capt. Hannah
of "p» Company on the birth of his son and also Capt.
Collins on his new appointment. Maybe this will help us
in our efforts to get away from Kent for our annual camp.
TENTERDEN (Assault Pioneer Platoon)
Tenterden Drill Hall has been reopened. Sgt. Babbage
and his merry men are determined to put the Pioneers on .
the map and we feel sure that he will succeed.
The Commanding Officer and the Adjutant visited
Tenterden this month and were very impressed with the
splendid efforts made by the pioneers. A minefield true to
scale was laid out and a very competent talk on the intro
duction to minelaying given by the Platoon Sergeant.
There is some talk of a demonstration for the Battalion
by the Pioneers later in the year. Next month we hope to
give you a detailed account of our activities.
ASHFORD (AntiTank Platoon)
We are still awaiting the arrival of our 17pounder
Antitank gun and so training has been confined to main
tenance on vehicles.
The fine summer evenings seem to have affected the
numbers attending on drill nights, but we hope the arrival
of the 17pounder will prove an attraction.
Driving instruction has been started, our first and I hope
our last casualty being a telegraph pole.

' [2223

THE DRAGON

Past and Present
Association
Life Members

<

AUGUST 27THTSEPTEMBER 30TH, 1951

. .London Branch.—Kain, W. Gu
Canterbury Branch.—Martin, T. J.
*

*

*

Grants—Benevolent Fund *
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
Word War 1939 Charitable Fund from August 27th to
September 30th, 1951, are:—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
46 16 10
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...
...
68 19 8

Donations—Benevolent Fund
Collection, Remembrance Sunday, August
12th, 1951 ...
...
Lady Luxmore
Captain J. H. Stone ...
.
...

£ s. d.
47 14 4

10 10 0

6 0

Ashford Branch Ladies Guild
The Annual General Meeting of the Ladies'
Guild was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
September 12th, at 3 p.m.
The Chairman, Mrs. King, presided.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
signed. Letters were read from Mrs. Coleman
and Mrs. Hogwood. The balance sheet audited
and signed was discussed.
The Chairman thanked all for their help and
cooperation during the past year. Then followed
the election of officers. Mrs. King elected
Chairman; Miss Constants as ViceChairman,
and Mrs. Partiss as Secretary and Treasurer.
During the remainder of the meeting all
enjoyed a jolly American tea.
*

*

Emery said the Drummers who had been respon
sible for sounding the "Last Post" and "Reveille"
were to be congratulated on their performance.
Y Major H. V. Duffy proposed a letter be sent
to the Adjutant, 1st Battalion, congratulating
all concerned for the fine show put up during the
Battalion's tour of duty in London, also a
letter Jo the 4th Battalion oh their performance
on marching through the City of London. This
was seconded by Mr. F. O'Dell.
The Branch President announced the death
of Mrs. Smith, widow of the late Captain E.
Smith one time Chairman of the London Branch.
Major Duffy proposed a wreath be sent on
behalf of the members of the London Branch;
this was seconded by Mr. Skinner.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The collection
realised £1.
There being no further business to discuss the
meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.

*

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30v p.m. on Saturday, 18th August, at the
"Prince Alfred" Restaurant, Tufton Street,
Westminster, S.W.I, with Mr. R. W. Billings in
the Chair.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—It was proposed by
Mr. E. Tong and seconded by Mr. G. S. Cotton
that a letter be written to the Administrative
Officer at the Depot thanking him for the fine
lunch which had been laid on. Captain, G. J.

HERE AND THERE

Mr. R. W. Billings has paid a visit to exR.S.M.
A. E. Coveney, D.C.M., who is ill in Ward A.3,
Fulham Hospital, St. Dunstan's Road, S.W.6.
He won the D.C.M. in the S.A. War when serving
with the M.I. Bob has also been to Blackheath
to see C. W. Green who is unable to get about
as he would like.
We were sorry to learn of the death of Mrs.
Smith, widow of the late Captain E. Smith, who
was at one time Chairman of the London Branch
and very active in the early days when the Branch
was being built up.
Bert Tester writes and recalls when he and
Colonel Orwin with R. E. (Nut) Cross were
Corporals together at Dover about 1907. He
sends best wishes to all members.
Sgt. J. Wright, 5th Battalion, missed the
march of the 1st Battalion through the City of
London and also the August Meeting as he was
on holiday. He has seen a photo of himself,
with his platoon, in the 1919F948 Regimental
History.
Captain ,E. H. Watts, 1st Battalion, Captain
Frank Ward and Lieut. Jimmy Cunningham,
both of the R.A.O.C., are enquiring after Major
Duffy and would like to get in touch with him.
Sgt. G. E. Warner, who has been living near
Southampton a good many years, has now come
up to Sutton, and attended the July meeting
where he met old friends and hopes to meet
many more at future meetings.

mm
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A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 15th September, at the
"Prince Alfred" Restaurant, Tufton Street,
Westminster, with Mr. R, W. Billings in the
r
Chair.
HORTICULTURAL SHOW.—The ladies were ad
mitted to our meeting room and the evening
commenced with the judge, Mr. Leslie Watts,
F.R.H.S., explaining; the tfechniealities of judging
flowers, fruit, vegetables, cakes, sponges, bottled
fruits and vegetables. He further answered
questions put 6y our President, Major J. E.
Enright and Mr. E. Cousins on begonias and
other flowers they grow. Our President thanked
Mr. Wafts for coming up from Southend to
officiate and asked the company to show their
appreciation in the usual manner, which they
did with a will.
Mr. Collins then read out the names of firsts
and seconds and mentions of the individual
exhibits.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes of
the last meeting which had been held on 18th
August.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read letters
from Mrs. Smith, Sgt. G. Warner and C. W.
Green.
FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE.—The Secretary said
he would purchase a Badge Cross and "Sur
round" of40 small crosses at a cost of£1 lis. Od.
as in former years for our plot which would be
No. 26, by the North door of the Abbey, and
would be there from 7lh to 13th November. He
suggested as many as possible of our members,
in company with members of the Ladies' Guild,
assembled at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 10th
November, to plant individual crosses. AH who
had served in the Regiment at any time who
might be in JLondon that day would be welcome.
OTHER BUSINESS—Mr. W. Ricketts rose and
said it was proposed to pay a visit to titer 1st
Battalion at Dover at a date to be fixed, probably
24th November or 8th December; the coach
fate would be 12/6 for the return journey.
Assistant Secretary, Mr. R. J. Coffins, an
nounced the darts and shooting competitions
and also details of the Christmas Draw. Captain
R. W. Waby with Ms: usual generosity promised
to present most of the poultry prizes.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 IS. 6D.

There being no further business to discuss the
meeting was declared closed.
HERE AND THERE

Our Chairman, Bob Billings, celebrated his
birthday during the evening although the event

was on the following day. It commenced with a
bottle of champagne which, some kind member
produced.
Associate member F. I. Gould has been
posted as chief clerk to the School of Tropical
Hygiene, at Blakan Mati, Singapore, Malaya.
6278966 exSgt. G. E. Warner is in hospital;
we wish him a speedy recovery and hope to see
him at the next meeting.
1807 W. G. Kain, 6th (191418) Battalion, has
joined the Association as a Life Member. We
hope to see him at the "Prince Alfred" next
month.
6749 exCpl. G. W. Jones came up from
Bastleigh, near Southampton, to our September
meeting and met some old friends. This is the
second time recently he has made the long
journey.
9532 R. H. Martin won several prizes in the
show, several of them with tomatoes. He has
a fine crop this year, as always. He is an expert—
he should be, he hails from Kent. He reminded
us of the time when we used to get, at WeHiflgtan,
in the Nilghiri Hills, a plate of sliced tomatoes
complete with vinegar, salt and pepper for two
pice. That seems a long rime ago.
Captain D. G. Woodcock, George Dillistone,
Sid Heath and Harry Miller, all of the l/4th
Battalion, were making plans for the dinner to
be held at Canterbury on 27th October.
*

*

#

Ladies Guild
A meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster. Mrs.
D. E. Spinner was in the Chair.
Minutes of the previous month were Wad and
signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received from
Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Coward and Major Peareth.
Regrets at inability to attend were received
from Mrs. Hawkins, Mrs. Norman and Mrs.
Catten.
v
WELCOME.—A welcome was given to Mrs.
Enright after her long absence, also Mrs. CudEp,
and a new member, Mrs. Smith; it was also
very nice to see Mm Wittering after her illness.
Best wishes to the Guild were received from
Hon. Mrs. Scarlett, Mm Mary Freeman at
Canterbury, Mrs. Rennison and Mrs. Warner.
Mr. W. S. Hawkins, who has emigrated to
Australia, also sent his best wishes to the Laches'
Guild.
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OBITUARY.*—Mrs. Spinner announced the
passing of Mrs. Smith, widow of the late Captain
Smith. Mrs. Austen represented the Guild at.
the funeral; a wreath was also sent.
GUILD DINNER.—The Chairman appealed to
all members to support the forthcoming Ladies'
Guild Dinner on September 29th. Tickets price
12/6 to be obtained from the Hon. Secretary.
Raffles were given by a member who wished tp
remain anonymous. Mrs. Everitt, Mrs. Taylor,
Mrs. Cobb and Mr. Collins. Mrs. Spinner
announced that at the men's meeting on Septem
ber 15th, a Horticultural Show would be held.
All entries not claimed would be sold for the
benefit of funds.
j
*
*
#
A Meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on
Saturday, October 6th. Mrs. D. E. Spinner in
the Chair.
Minutes of the previous meeting were read
and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received from
Mrs. FosterHall, Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Stone,
Mrs. Timns and Mrs. Mary Freeman.
REGRETS.—Regrets at inability to attend were
received from Mrs. Kebbell, Mrs. Buxton, Mrs;
Harman and Mrs. Gibbens.
SICK.—Mrs. Spinner gave us news of our sick
members. Mrs. Watts is still ill and Mrs. Gibbens
ill with influenza. Our best wishes to all sick
members for a speedy recovery.
WELCOME.—A welcome was given to Mrs.
Yapp, who came along with her baby daughter,
Jane, and Mrs. Tucker, attending for the first
time. |t was nice to see Mrs. Timns after her
recent operation.
The Chairman announced that everyone had
enjoyed the Ladies' Guild Dinner. She thanked
the Hon. Secretary for her part in arranging the
dinner, Mrs. OdeU for ^cthig as Toast Mistress
and Mrs. Hawkins for giving the beautiful floral
decorations, also a vote of thanks was given to
Mrs. Coley for her work regarding the dinner.
Raffles were given by Miss Barbara Cousens,
Mrs; Hawkins^ Mrs. Tucker, Armar Love,
Norman and Everitt.
Mrs. Spinner announced that a Children's
Party would be held the first Saturday in the
New Year*
This being all, the meeting closed.
*

*

*

Medway Branch Ladies Guild

The monthly meeting was held on 25th
September. Business was carried out, after
which Whist was enjoyed.

All present said how much they enjoyed their
trip to Eastbourne on September 4th; a most
enjoyable day was had.
It is proposed we pay our annual visit to
Canterbury on October 30th.
After a pleasant afternoon the meeting closed.
'

"

*

*

*

Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 193rd monthly meeting held
at the Drill Hall, .East Street, on Friday,
September 7th, 1951.
Cdl. D. J. Dean was in the Chair and supported
by Major J. E. Wills, Mr. Mount and about
14 members.
The minutes of the last meeting were read
and signed as correct.
Correspondence was read and it was decided
to enter the InterBranch Darts Competition for
195152 beginning in November, 1951.
INTERBRANCH SHOOTING COMPETITION.—At
the meeting it was undecided until later in the
month, owing to not having any rifles of our
own and the Branch becoming affiliated to the
National Small Bore Rifle Association.
The Darts match with Faversham Branch.—
The Secretary reported that he had written to
Faversham asking for dates of the match.
Annual General Meeting of the Association
at Canterbury on November 3rd, 1951.—It was
decided that Mr. E. Croucher and the Secretary
should attend the meeting.
The football match and a visit to the London
Branch Meeting.—Proposed by Mr. L. Coward
and seconded by Mr. H. Marten and carried that
a coach be booked up.
Christmas Draw.—It was carried unanimously
that we run a draw and the prizes be wines and
Spirits and seasonal fare and that 400 books
be ordered.
Booby was given by Mr. E. Honey, making
7/v After the next meeting a dart match to be
played between the Treasurer, Mr. E. Croucher,
and the Secretary, Mr. W. Sinclair.
The meeting then closed.
*

*

*

Ramsgate Branch

V

c

The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch
of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
was held on Friday, 21st September, 1951. .
The Chairman, Mr. C. F. Fakley, presided,
supported by Capt. H. H. Knight, ViceChairman,
Major H. Martin, Mr. E. H. Swendell and Mr/
H. Cook, Assistant Secretary.
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The Chairman welcomed the officers and
members present that evening and mentioned
that a big winter programme had been arranged
and it pointed out to a successful and interesting
time for all members. _
The Branch had entered a team in the Associ
ation Shoot Competition, also a Darts team for
the Branches' Championships. Mr. Fakley
stated that to make these events a success it was
necessary to have the support of every individual
member.
.
Apologies for absence were read from Major
A. J. H. Taylor, Capt. R. Morgan, M.C., Capt.
K. F. Speakman, Lieut. W. Wotton and Mr.
B. E. Knott, Hon. Secretary; all these expressed
the hope of being present at the October meeting.
Mr. Cook stated that the l/4th Buffs, 191418,
were tp hold their Reunion on October 27th,
and the Secretary would be pleased to contact
the many Ramsgate men who had served in this
Battalion who desired to attend.
It was proposed and met with the approval of
all members that the new Volume of the Regi
mental History, costing 25/ and written by
Colonel Charles Knight, be purchased by the
Branch and this would be made available for
members to borrow.
The Secretary was instructed to write to the
Colonel of the 1st Battalion and say how the
Ramsgate members who attended the Cathedral
Service on Remembrance Day appreciated the
impressive rendering of the Funeral March
played by the 1st Buffs Band.
Being no other business the meeting was then
closed by refreshments being served by Buff
Host Dick Atkins.
*

*

*

Margate Branch
September Branch Meeting took place as usual
at the Drill Hall, Hawley Square. In the absence
of our Chairman, Mr. R. H. Harman, the Chair
was taken by Mr. W. E. Bailey, supported by the
Hon. Secretary, Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, and the
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. S. Gander.
Unfortunately the number of members present
was again very small, seasonal work being the
reason for the absence of so many. We cherish
the hope that the approaching winter, with our
Weekly rifle shooting matches and competitions,
will attract a larger attendance.
Minutes of the previous Branch meeting
having been agreed and signed, correspondence
was dealt with and remaining business discussed.
Final arrangements for the fishing competition
at Dover were made; I gather since, by the way,

that one Margate < member wPn a prize there.
True it was the booby prize/but was still worth
having. (Perhaps it should halve been described
:
as a consolation prize.)
. On a proposition by Mr; Gander, it was agfreed^
that arrangements for our Christmas V DraWN
should be proceeded with in good time, as' last
year, owing to delay by the printers, we were a^
little later than usual in getting under way With
it, with the result that, while quite successful, it
did not quite measure up to the previous year's
result which was highly satisfactory.
Arrangements are in trim for the Christmas
Draw to be made the occasion for, a big Social
Evening combined with a Competition Shoot.
Full particulars will be announced later.
*
*
*

Heme Bay Branch

The Branch held its last month's meeting at
the Legion Headquarters, "May Lodge"; 14
members were present.
Final arrangements were made for our annual
outing, which was to SouthendonSea. This took
place on Sunday the 16th. We left "May Lodge"
at 08.30 hours and proceeded via Canterbury,
Maidstone, Sidcup, Blackwall Tunnel to South
end.
The weather was very kind to us, for we had
lovely sunshine right up to about 2 p.m., then it
turned dull, but still kept fine until about 5.30 p.m.
which was the time fixed for our departure.
Everyone enjoyed a perfect day out and we 
offer a special Thank You to Mr. Davey for
running the Raffles and Wheel.
Summer seems to have left us now and so we
hope to arrange a few nights out during the
winter to visit other branches.

*
*
*

Folkestone Branch

Our September meeting was sparsely attended.
This was disappointing. After having a good
number in August we looked forward to larger
numbers at subsequent meetings. Anyhow, we
are still hoping. Those who were at the Remem
brance Sunday Service were unanimous in their
praise of the splendid arrangements for this
event. This was well deserved.
At last we have played another round in the
Darts Tournament. Heme Bay met us at Dover
and we just managed to get into the next round
by winning 2—1. Our thanks are due to Dover
for the splendid way they entertained both teams
and those who came with them. Alf Trice is
to be thanked for arranging the match at such
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short notice. Both the Chairman of Herne Bay
and the ViceChairman of Folkestone voiced
their thanks to these hard workers. I wonder
if5we shall finish this year's competition before
we start the one for 1952.
It was my privilege to be present at the Service
which brought the Battle of Britain Week to an
end in Folkestone. I'm sure all who were there
could not fail to be impressed by the sincerity
and at the same lime wholehearted enjoyment
of the proceedings. Those responsible are to be
congratulated in every way for such a success.
Thank you, R.A.F.A., Folkestone Branch, and
all those who took part.
I hear that our old friend Jack Vallentine has
settled down quite nicely at St. Mary's Hospital.
Good luck, Jack. We are still thinking of you.

SANDON & Co., Ltd.
12 SAVILE ROW,
LONDON, W.1.
.

flDttftar?
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Gailore,

ant> Breeches makers

W®
Telegrams:
GEEGEE, PIGGY, LONDON.

Telephone:
GROSVENOR 3S24

FORM OF LEGACY
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
of £

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general object

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

Signature
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THE BUFFS
38 NEW BOND STREET
LONDON - W.I

40A LONDON ROAD
CAMBERLEY

MAYFAIR 0784

CIVIL & MILITARY

REGIMENTAL

HATT ER S

AND CLUB TIES

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may be obtained from the Administrative
Officer, Depot Tho Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704

WISE
GUYS
PRIZE

by H. R. KNIGHT
Half bound in leather  SI 10s,

1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  SI Os. 9d. Post free

1919—1948
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
£1 5s.. Post free

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL
Revised edition  2/6 Post

,
" " "
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free

DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/3 Post free

How to get "The Dragon"

Telephone 2107

pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

Gibbs & Sons

General P r i n t e r s

OVER i CENTURY CATERING
FOR CANTERBURY AND GARRISON

All Classes of
MILITARY PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE
 \
BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS  PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS


Since we opened after the first world war, we have
seen the change
From large families and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints,
But we make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week and give you the joint of
your choice for Sunday.*

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL

BUTCHER AND POULTERER
Your share
of our
deiicous
nome made
Sausage

F. R. Beaney
(EXBUFF)

22a MILITARY ROAD
23 BUS PASSES THE DOOR

ESTIMATES GIVEN

Really"
Extensive
Refrigeration
Tel. 2827

-^Jlovrrt.
—"Photographs"—
CANTERBURY

IS Orange Street
C A N T E R B U R Y

tradition passed
'M from mother to
4jJ daughter since g%.

Phone 3637

. iTti*

DEVELOPING AND ^PRINTING
Artists

Eetabliehed 1818

MVj^

Materials

PICTURE FRAMING

Civil 4 Military Tailors
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE
2566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ONTHE PREMISES

WARRENS (Canterbury) Ltd.,
14/16 Sun Street, CANTERBURY
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A few minutes for

HERE'S THE BEST
SHAVING NEWS
IN YEARS!

RELIEF FROM PAIN

ICECOOL
SHAVIN6

ASPRO

SWIFT
DEFINITE

ACTIO* IS

There's nothing halfhearted or hesi
tant about 'ASPRO' action. People are
astonished by the swift dispersal of
their pain or discomfort. One moment
it is there—nagging, distracting, dis
tressing—the next it has gone, and a
sensation of freedom and wellbeing
takes its place. That's the experience
of millions of 'ASPRO* users. They
know that what 'ASPRO' claims to do
it does—that it frees them from pain
and minor ills and enables them to
"get on with the job." They know
that 'ASPRO*

with Colgate Lather
Colgate Lather Shaving Cream now contains MENTHOL!
Its cool, tonic action soothes away that hot dry feeling —
leaves your skin wonderfully refreshed, cooler, more
comfortable than ever before! Buy Colgate Lather and
feel the difference!

SOUTH
mmtmmrs

NOW CONTAINS

Menthol

FOR

FOR ICE-COOL

V

SHAVING

I Richer Lather for
closer, cleaner, shaving!
tonic action
soothes your skin!

2 Menthol's

M
By Appointment

HEADACHES
RHEUMATIC PAIN
NEURITIS, SCIATICA
COLDS & FLU

FROM N. A.A.F.I. CANTEENS
& CHEMISTS EVERYWHERE

Made in England by
ASPRO LTD., Slough, Bucks

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

Wine Merchants

Established 1799

To His Majesty the King

Wine Merchants

LONDON

27 CLEMENTS

LANE,

E.C.4

Telephone: MANslon House, 5301 (2 lines) & 7097

FOLKESTONE

-134 SANDGATE

ROAD

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: 6301

Price List on application.
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIRTAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
-t.

::

::

::

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

::

::

::

::

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
::
::
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
::
::
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones :
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

CATALOGUE AND SAMPLES ON REQUEST

Telegrams:
"Milltaila Wesdo, London"

}It

always
is
worth a visit to

Modern Printing
For over SIXTYTHREE years we have
kept pace with the everincreasing tempo
of the age. Our factory is equipped with
the latest types and machinery. Our
modern technicians are expert in the pro
duction of Regimental Christmas Cards,
Diestamped Stationery, Invitation Cards,
Account Books and Printing of all des
criptions from Visiting Cards to a Corps
History. Prompt personal attention to all
orders.

STATIONERY — BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS
39/40 HIGH STREET  CANTERBURY
Tel 2139

3 good tilings in one!
Smooth chocolate

HIORNS & MILLER

Delicious sweetmeat

LIMITED

Crisp wafers

40 Marlborough Street, Devonport
TELEPHONE

THE
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RIBAND

437 DEVi IMPORT

MILITARY PRINTING SPECIALISTS
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764.

Secretary: MAJOR A* J. PEARBVH.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs
8. ASHFORD

4. London
5. DOVER
6. WEALD
7. MBDWAY
8. SLTTINOBOURNE
9. RAMSOATB
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
IS. HERNB BAY
14. FOLKESTONE
15. SANDWICH
16. DEAL
17. FAVERSHAM
18. BRIGHTON
19. DENMARK

Chairman,
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. W. Colemari

Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. W. Miles, 118 Herbert Road, South
Willesborough.
Mr. F. Could, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

Meeting Dates and P laces

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Mr. R. W. Billings
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster* 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Major J. C. Jackson
, Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.
Col. F. B. Burns, T.D.
Mr. F. Maxwell 7 Stone Street,Cranbrook, HAWKHTTRST SUEAREA. Third Wednesday
in each month, British Legion House,
Kent.
Hawkhurst, 7.45, p.m.
Mr. F. C. Cox
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road, Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester,
Rochester
7.30 p.m.
'
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue, First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Fast Street, 7.30 p.m:
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B. F. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern,
Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
Mr. R. H. Harman
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Last Wednesday in each month, British
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Mr. L. R. Peirce, 50 Paraker Way, Horn
Legion Hut:, 7.30 p.m.
street, Hythe.
Mr. L F. Parratt
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane, First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. W. Stanard
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Heme
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Cresent, First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Major A A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
Folkestone
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. H. Taylor
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
8 p.m.
. Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
Cept. J. Greeti
Mr. W. Drurv, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham First Tuesday in each month, Royal
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, R..E.
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Major H. . Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Record Social Club, The College, Ditchling
Brighton < ;
Rise, Brighton, 8 p.m.
7th Day in each month, Keglebanens
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. S. F Frederiksen, St. Hansgade,
Selskabslokaler
Bernstorffsgade 7, Copen
4 Kobenhavn, N. Denmark
hagen, 7.30 p.m.

GROUPS
(a)
(b)

(c) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich,.Margate

LADIES' GUILD
President :- HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
Branch
1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. F Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worqesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill; Nr. Barhet, Herts.

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs." G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place,Folkestone

4. DEAL

Mrs. Fast

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middl? Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHFORD

Mrs.. L. King

7.

Mrs. M. F. Dean

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillinghahi; Kent
Mrs. F. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 19 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne
,

SlTTINOBOURNE

\
[iiil

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday. Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Fourth Tuesday in each month Foresters*
Hall, King Street, Gillingbam, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday ill each month, The,
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Colonel-in-Chief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K. G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C , D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name

Unit or Appointment

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
SDewar, M. P. D., M.B.E, ... T/Col., Adm. Plans, G.H.Q., MELF.

§Parry, F. W. B.
T/Col., H.C.Bde.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... att. Depot.
MAJORS
Div. Battle School, MELF.
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
T/Col., School of Infantry.
Parry, R. F., MJC
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Depot.
Craig, B. H
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
Jelf, A. G.
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.E T/Brig., War Office
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E. ... T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
1st Bn.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
1st Bn.
Harris St. John, B. J.
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt., MELF*
Lewis, P. J
5th Bn. Nigeria Regt.
Bailey, N. T.
School of Infantry.
Yates, G. H. A.
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. ... T/Lt.Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
H.Q. Armd. Div., B.A.O.R.
Rawlings, A. C
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn.
May, J. F
1st Bn.
Ravenhill, R. A. C
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy, R. H
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
Lucas, J. P
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Norris, N F. H. C
W. Africa.
Majendie, A. E
1st Bn.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
McGrath, B., M.C
CAPTAINS
Staff College, Camberley.
Blaxland, W. G
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Gay, A. W
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Montgomery, D
Morgan, F. de R., M.C. ... School ot Infantry.
G.S.O.3, War Office.
Poulsen, N. D.
...
Bde. Maj. FARELF.
Cox, E. G., M.C
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Collins, H. A
T/Maj. G (SD) 2, G.H.Q., MELF.
Critchley, L. P
Gold Coast Recruits Trg. Centre
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Malay Regt.
Semmence, R. G. H.
$ Supernumerary
CAPTAINS

CAPTAINS—continued
CourtrD, N.
T/Maj., DAQMG., Scottish Command.
GoidonWilson, N. F., MM.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, H.Q., B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
Nash, J P. ...
1st Bn.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.
Iliffe, R. O. ...
S.C., G.H.Q., MELF.
... Depot.
Hadshar, G
... S.C., 'A', Cyrenaica Dist.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
i Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... 4th Bn.
... G.S.O.3, H.O. Br., Tps., Sudan.
Dent, J. E
MacDonald. E. W. ...
... 1st Bn.
Marshall, F. ...
... 1st Bn.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
... 1st Bn.
Peckham, A. D.
... 1st Bn. Queens Royal Regt., B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn.
Squire, S. J
Thomeycroft, F. E.
... War Office.
Willows, D. A.
... 2nd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Wilson, P. F.
... Course, U.K.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Hamilton, C. M.
... Language Course.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
Griffin, C. J.
... 1st Bn.
French, B.G.J.
...
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Webber, J. W.
Pim, A. H. E.
... FARELF.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
... Depot.
... 1st Bn.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn. .
Muffins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S. ... Airborne Forces Depot.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
West, C. T. F.
... Depot.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
... 1st Bn.
Ward, M. W.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F. ... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
Mitchell, P. J
... 1st Bn.
Pilcher, R. A. ...
QUARTERMASTERS
Williams, L. J., M.B.E. ... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
Watts, E. H. F.
... Capt. (Q.M.) 4th Bn.
Kille, W. E

Short Service Commissions

CAPTAINS—continued
... Course, U.K.
Delves, N. H.
HammondSeaman, H L ... Malay Regt.
... W.O. 3 P.I.A.
Fakley, J. F.
... Depot.
Wilson, A. F. P. ...
Coote, A. D
Severn, P. H. K. ... .... W. Africa.
LIEUTENANTS
... War Office P.S.O.
Butcher, D.A.T.
Kong. Huntley,
S. J.
... Inf. Div. Pro. Coy.
Barlow, W. B.
Roseberry, L. S.
... T/Capt. D.A.P.M., S.I.B./R.M.P,
Thomas, E. B
... 1st Bn.
Minto, I. G.,
... FARELF.
... Depot
Hicks, E. M. G. ...
... Depot
Prentice, J. R.
2ND LIEUTENANT
Somaliland Scouts.
Morris, H. R.
QUARTERMASTERS
. ^
, Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt. ... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
... Leave U.K.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
... 16 Coy. R.A.S.C.
Corps, J., Capt.

Broadley. A., M.B.E., T.D. . T/Maj., War Office,
att. Depot, Course, U.K.
O'Geary, M. G
3 A.B.T.C.
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C. ...
MELF.
att. Depot, Course, U.K.
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
Minard, F. G.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Comma.,
Pickard, D. L* R*, T.D. .
Stewart, E. B.
...
Papworth, R. E
Leates, M. M.C
Todman, N. E. H
Brooke, C. W
Sherwood, R. D
Pitkin, W. H
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
McGrath, G. A
Bloomer, R. H

.

13 Trav. Wing, W. Command.
1st Bn.
War Office.
9 Trav. Wing, E. Anglia Dist.
att. Depot, Course U.K.
P.R.O., Tripolitania Dist.
War Office.
Aldershot District.
Depot.
1st Bn.
N. Ireland District.

4th Battalion
HON. COLONEL
4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.. T.lWoodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jelf, A. G.
MAJORS
Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A.; M.C.
Neville. F. G., M.C.
Tilleard, J. T. D.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.BJE.
CAPTAINS
Barrett, D. P. R. (Adjt.).
Hannah, W. H.
Balding; C. R. R.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
WatsonAlexander, B.

LIEUTENANTS
Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.
Pantony, D. A.
2ND.. LIEUTENANTS
Crowdy, R. E. L.
RoperCurzop, Hon., J. C. I. .
QUARTERMASTER
Kille, W. E., Capt. (QMj '
CHAPLAIN
The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A., S.C.F,

fivl

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
LIEUTENANTS

Bett, J. T.
Sambrook, J. R.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Bennett, R. G.
Wicker, D. A.
Ecdes, B.
Snowden. A. J.
Bateman, D.
Paterson, C.
Conyers, A...
Nye, R. T.
Barker, J. G.
De Pury, J. D.
Monins, I. R.
Ticehurst, J. M.
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EDITORIAL

W

E wish all ranks of the 1st Battalion, which sailed for the Middle East on Monday, November
5th, the best of luck during their tour of duty overseas and a safe return.
*

*

*

Securicor (Night Guards, Ltd.) offers employment for physically fit men, between the ages of 25
years and 55 years, of proved trust and integrity, who are prepared to take on full night duty work.
It is necessary for an applicant to live in the London area as all the premises looked after by the
firm are in London.
Full particulars are available upon application to the Secretary, Past and Present Association,
The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

Personalia

M

AJORGENERAL the Hon. G. Scarlett
attended the annual dinner of the 4th
Indian Division, of which he was a former
commander, held at the United Service Club,
on Saturday, October 20th.
*

*

*

Major and Mrs. H. W. Jackson have got well
settled in at their new house which they have
built. It has a comfortable guest wing attached.
They are situated about 5,000 feet above sea level
with a marvellous view all round.
Hugh Mitchell is a near neighbour, as is also
A. Glass, who was with the 1st Battalion.
Colonel Rowe has got a job and is selling his
big house and buying a few acres outside Nairobi.
At a K.A.R. cocktail party which the Jacksons
recently attended at the invitation of Major
Plumptre, they met Captain Gay.

Major McGrath is finding his work at Cam
bridge with the U.T.C. (T.A.) most interesting.
He is now busy recruiting for the new academical
year which is going well.
*

*

*

We regret to record the death of Miss E. M. K.
Marshall at Oak Lodge, Boughton, on Novem
ber 2nd. We offer our sympathy to her family.
Miss Marshall, during the late war, was a
Sergeant in the Canterbury Company, A.T.S.
For the greater part of the war she rendered loyal
and devoted service in the administration of the
Depot and Training Centre Officers' Mess.
We feel sure that the many officers who knew
her during that time will grieve to hear of her
passing.

f2271

*

*

*

Major H. A. Collins has been appointed

THE DRAGON
G*S.O,2 at the War Office, where he took up his
new duties on November vlsL' having "handed,
over his appointment of Adjutant 4/5th Battalion
to Captain D. P. R. Barrett,
We regfet to record the death of Captain
George Johnson, b.c.M., at the Nunnery Fields
Hospital, Canterbury, on November 1st, aged
90 years. We offer our sympathy t6 his daughter,
Mfs. Webber.
I -y

'

*

:

/*

*

Fit. Lieut. I. A. Clarke, formerly in the Regi
ment, left the Army in 1947. He is now in the
Royal Air Force Regiment and is doing a staff
job, having recently returned from a tour in
Aden and Iraq.
.







*

*

>

*

We regret to record the death of InPensioner
W. A. Mount at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, on
October 23rd, aged 86 years.
19*82 Dmr. Mount served in the Regiment for
26 and threequarter years, finishing his service
in 1908. He held the S.A. (Queen's) and Long
Service and Good Conduct Medals.
*

*

*

Mr. S. Barnard has taken up his duties as
fulltime physiotherapist to the Portsmouth
Football Club at Fratton Park. He was in the
Regiment from 194247 and saw service in North
Africa, Italy and Gieece.
BIRTHS

PRESTIGE.—On October 16th, 1951, at the Kent

and Canterbury Hospital, to Hilary (nee
Findlay), wife of J. T. R. Prestige, a sister for
Sarah Louise.
REEVES.—On October 21st, 1951, at Mount
Pleasant, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks, to Cynthia,
wife of Lt.Col. Noel Reeves, a daughter.
WORTS.—On September 25th, at Shorncliffe
Military Hospital, to Myfanwy, wife of
Captain J. B. Worts, M.C., The Buffs, a son.

Obituary
SIR HUGH CUMBERBATCH
IR Hugh Cumberbatch, a former president
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce
of India, died at his home at Wadhurst,
Sussex, on October 26th, at the age of 54,
Hugh Douglas Cumberbatch was the son of
the late H. A. Cumberbatch, C.M.G., and was born
on July 29th, 1897. He was educated at King's
School, Canterbury, and served in The Buffs
during the 191418 War, being twice wounded
and once mentioned in dispatches. After the end
of hostilities he joined the staff of Andrew Yule

S

and Co. and ' quickly attained a prominent
position in the firm. He was elected Chairman in
1945 and such was his reputation in business
circles in India that in 1947 he was electbd
President of both the Bengal Chamber of Com
merce and of the Associated Chambers of Com
merce of India. He retired in 1948 and a knight
hood was conferred upon him in the New Year
Honours of that year.
He married in 1925 Sheelagh Elphinstone,
daughter of Mr. R. E. Bradley,
1
' *
*
*
' 
CAPTAIN GEORGE JOHNSON, D.C.M.
b. 1861. d. November 1st,, 1951
Captain Johnson enlisted in 1882, being dis
charged in 1903. He served abroad for 4 years
and 250 days. He reenlisted in September,
1914, being commissioned as Quartermaster in
May, 1915, and promoted to Captain (Q.M.)
in 1919, the year in which he retired.
In 1902 he was awarded the D.C.M. for
distinguished conduct in the Field. He was in
possession of the Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal, Queen's S.A. Medal with clasps Trans
vaal, Orange Free State and Cape Colony, the
King's S.A. Medal. In about 1930 he received
the Meritorious Service Medal.
*

*

*

MR. W. B. HOLMES
Mr. William Burfield Holmes, manager of the
grocery business of Messrs. W. B. and H. Holmes,
of Court Street, Faversham, died at his home,
Burfield House, Athelstan Road, Faversham on
15th October, 1951. He was 74.
Mr. William Holmes had a distinguished record
of public service, and was a member of Faversham
Town Council from November, 1936, until he
retired in 1945.
Mr. Holmes was formerly captain of the
Faversham Tennis Club, Golf Club, Hockey
Club and Badminton Club, and was a Vice
President of the Rugby Club and the Rink Hockey
Club, and of the Carnival Club.
In the First World War he was commissioned
in The Buffs and in the last war belonged to the
9th Faversham Battalion of the Home Guard,
the Special Constabulary, and was on the com
mittee of the Air Cadet Corps.
*

*

*

MR. G. J. MAYOR
Inventor of scientific instruments, including the
slow motion high power research microscope
for which he received wide recognition, Mr.
George Joseph Mayor, F.B.H.I., Bank Chambers,
Hawarden Road, Colwyn Bay, died at a local
nursing home on October 6th, aged 73. He had
been ill for some 16 weeks.
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A native of the City of London, Mr. Mayor
served throughout the 191418 War first in The
Buffs and later as an officer in the R.F.C. He
came to live in Colwyn Bay after the war and was
in business as a watch, clock and chronometer
maker.
Mr. Mayor patented the slow motion micro
scope and received an honorary Fellowship of
the Ross Institute, London. His interests were
wide and varied, including microscopy, meteor
ology, astronomy, and for some years he con
tributed weather forecasts to the Weekly News.
Articles and letters on scientific subjects by Mr.
Mayor have often appeared in the columns, of
the North Wales Weekly News, and he has
many times lectured to the Llandudno, Colwyn
Bay and District Field Club.
He was a prizeman of the London Exhibition
192728 with a clock chime of his own design
and construction and was a Fellow of the British
Horological Institute.
i


*

*

Buffs Golfing Society
THE BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY vQUEEN'S
OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
GOLFING SOCIETY

T

HIS always enjoyable match
took place at Littlestone on
Friday, 26th October. The
composition of the side was un
certain up to the time of starting.
But By some unpredictable
chance both the numbers to be
engaged in the fray and the
mean of their golfing capacities
proved to be roughly equal.
Actually there was an odd man
out on both sides in the after
noon. So it was that six single
matches were played off in the
morning and three foursomes in the afternoon.
The score sheet is appended below. It will be
noted, perhaps with some surprise, that the
B.G.S. this time pulled off a win, for the first time
since the War. Thus it is that Dame Fortune
,plays her tricks with us mortals. Without any
preconceived plan of mustering a powerful side,
this team of scratch players, and by the word
"scratch" is meant not the accepted golfing
meaning, but that of "by chance", "hastily
collected", or even "ill assorted" or "urilike",
achieved a result that we have long laboured to
attain. We shall now look forward with renewed
hope of another win to give us heart.

 ; it .

.  . ; .r

Of the matches, owing to the lack of an official
reporter/there is little to report; That between
Chitty and his old opponent Croofcendeh was of
the closest that could be wished for, and was
only decided on the last green. There was a ditig
dong struggle between Connolly and Keeplyside,
which ended in honours being divided. Haselden
unfortunately failed to find his form against the
steady play of Butler and as can be seen came a
cropper to the tune of 6 and 4. In the afternoon
he again found his opponents in altogether too
good form to do anything with them, even when
assisted by perhaps our strongest player. The
deadly putting of Harold Scott and Chitty put
the lid on their best efforts.
Though late in the season, the \yeather held
fine and so a very enjoyable day came to an end.

#
#
SINGLES

Chitty (1 up) ...
...
Keenlyside ...
,.
Butler ...
...
..
Wingfield Stratford ...
Craven
..
Page (3/2)
...
....

1
0
0
0
0
1

Crqokenden ...
Connolly
Haselden (6/4)
Grace (5/3) ...
May (5/3)
....
Scott

...
...
...
...
...
...

0
0
1
1
1
0

2
FOURSOMES

Wirigfield Stratford and
Page.
0
H. Scott and Chitty
(6/5) ...
1
Keenlyside and Craven 0
Total

Grace and E. Scott
(4/3)...
...
... 1
Creswick and Haselden ; 0
May and Connolly ...! 0

... 3
*

Total
*

... 4

*

THE AUTUMN MEETING
OCTOBER 27TH AND 28TH
The entries for the Meeting came in by drips
and drops. Members seem to have had so much
business on hand that the entry forms appear to
have been overlooked. The poor Hon. Secretary
was left tearing his few remaining hairs almost
until the last minute. And I am. bound to say
that even after that and until the players were
on the tee, several entry forms had not been
received. T would ask for just a little more
consideration another time. Unless entries are
made and the players paired off, hopeless con
fusion is liable to occur at the start.
This said, the Meeting may be regarded to have
been a success, as some 20 players took part.
The Annual General Meeting brought to light
the fact that some of our members are getting age
conscious and the question of how long the drives
were was brought up. Lots of members had
something to say and there was*'a g&6d deal of
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laughter. The results of the play are shown
below. Perhaps the most outstanding score
was achieved by the retiring Captain, who in
spite of the cares involved in laying down his
office, completed the course in 79 nett, thereby
winning the Bradley Dyne Salver.
It is interesting to note the number of times that
Grace and Scott figure in the results. The alter
ation of their handicaps appear to have been
fairly accurately gauged.
It was good to welcome M. de J. Creswick on
his reappearance in the Society's meeting. His
first since the War. Let us hope that he. will feel
the inclination to continue in this entirely
laudable leaning.
On the Monday after the Meeting, it could
be very fully realised how fortunate we were in
the weather, which by then had turned to driving
rain and cold. As a result the next Autumn
Meeting was applied for in the last week in
September. Actually we had to accept the second
week in October.
The issue of cards, checking the scores, and
writing them up, and also the running of the
sweeps was again carried out with meticulous
accuracy by Ned Knocker, without whose
assistance it would have been almost impossible
to have carried on. This contributed in no small
degree to the success of the Meeting.
The office holders for the ensuing year are:—
Captain of the Society: Captain W. V. S. Sinclair,
one of our oldest members and long an ardent
supporter. Colonel Argles accepted the post of
VicePresident, and the Hon. Secretary bowed
to the inevitable and took on the job of Hon.
Secretary again.
RESULTS
THE PAGET CUP.—Major H. R. Grace, hdcp. 6, Score 158,

Last 9, 36. Runnerup, M. de J. Creswick, hdcp. 5,
score 158, Last 9, 42L
THE REEVES CUP.—M. de J. Creswick, hdcp. 5, score 168.
Runnerup, Major H. R. Grace, hdcp. 6, score 170.
LYNDENBELL TROPHY.—Major H. R. Grace, hdcp. 6,
score, 3 down. Runnerup, Major E. S. Scott, hdcp. 5,
score 4 down.
COUPE DES LAPINS.—NO cards returned.
BRADLEY DYNE SALVER.—Lt.Col. N. E. Hoare, hdcp. 18,
score, Spring Meeting 75, Autumn Meeting 79, Total,
154. Ruftnerup, Major H. R. Grace, hdcp. 6, score,
Spring Meeting 89, Autumn Meeting 77, Total 166.
BAIRD CUP.—M. de J. Creswick, hdcp. 5, score 75|.
Runnerup, Lt.Col. N. E. Hoare, hdcp. 18, score 79.
TREVOR CUP.—Major E. S. Scott, hdcp. 5, score 69J.
Runnerup, Major H. R. Grace, hdcp, 6, score 70.
KENWARD CUP.—Major H. R. Grace, hdcp. 6, score 77.
Runnerup, M. de J. Creswick, hdcp. 5, score 80.
JUNIOR MEDAL.—Lt.Col. N. E. Hoare, hdcp. 18, score 79.
Runnerup, R. H. Haselden, hdcp. 14, score 82.
FOURSOMES COMPETITION (STABLEFORD;.—Major R. A. C.
Ravenhill and M. de J. Creswick, 23 (11 on last 9).

Runnerup, Lt.Col. J. F. Connolly and Major J. F.
May, 23 (8 on last 9).

WINNER OF KING GEORGE'S FUND SILVERPLATED ASH
TRAY.—M. de J. Creswick, hdcp. 5, score 78.

J.C.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AT
AUTUMN MEETING
EXPENDITURE

RECEIPTS

£ s. d.

Prizes ...
...
Gratuities ...
King George's
Fund
...
Fee returned ...
Telephone ...
Postage
...
Printing
...

Entry Fees—20
at 5/
5 0 0
DONATIONS—

Major Peareth
Anonymous...
Do..,.
...
Maj. Chapman,
Golf Balls
King George's
Fund...
...
Deficit ...
...

10 0
11 6
2 1 0
2 0 0

£ s. d.
4 10
2 0 0'
3 0
5
1
1 13
6 3

0'
0
9
3
0

2 5 0
4 16 6
£17 4 0

£17 4 0

Buffs Officers Reunion
Club

A

TOTAL of fortytwo Members turbid up
for the Annual Reunion, which took place
at The Rembrandt Hotel in South Kensing
ton on Friday, October 5th. This was a very
disappointing number, especially in view of the
previous attendances. Nevertheless, the few who
did make it had a very enjoyable evening, and the
time passed all too quickly. It would be invidious
to pick out any members for special mention, as
nearly all those present are there every year.
A list of those present is shown below.
Bennett, Major D. F.; Blaxland, Capt. W. G.; Cpates*
Lt.Col. D. C.; Cobbold, Major M. D. N.; Copland,
Major A. H. R.; Cox, Lieut. M. W.; Craig, Major B. H. ;
Dean, Col. D. J.; Durston, Capt. C. M. G.; Edwards,
Major C.; ForsterBrown, Lieut. M. W.; Hadshar,
Capt. G.; Heaton, Capt. A. R.; Kille, Capt, W. E,;
Knight, Col. C. R. B.; Knight, Major D. F.; Knocker,
Lt.Col. H. S.; Lanning, Major G. R.; Linwood, Capt.
N.; Meyrick, Major K. C.; Moore, Capt. K. H.;
Nevshehir, Capt. H. R.; Norris, Major D. P. H.; Palmer,
Capt. L. E.; Parry, Co). F. W. Bf; Pearson, Major I. A.;
Pitkin, Capt. W. H.; Poulsen, Capt. N. D.; Pringle,
Lieut. J. E.; Price, Capt. R. E. S.; Shorter, Major H. B.;
Sivyer, Capt. G. A. T.; Snelling, Capt. K. T.; Stevens,
Lt.Col. G. E.; Taylor, Capt. H. T.; Towgood, Capt.
R. M.; Vaughan, Lt.Col. C. E.; Whitcombe, Major D.;
Williamson, Capt. I. C.; Williams, Lt.Col. J. R. P.;
Wills, Major J. E.; Woodward, Capt. F. R.
*

,

*

*

6th (S) Battalion Reunion
/^VN Saturday, October 1,3th at 7.30 p.m., the
1^16th Service Battalion The Buffs held their
Annual Dinner, 60 being present—10
officers (Major A. D. R. Terry, Capt. N. Linwood,
Lieut. Osmond, Lieut. Gray, Brigadier N. Rice,;
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Colonel Latham, Capt. Davis, Major D. Duffy,
Capt. Emery, Major Enright), 50 other ranks,
including guests.
The Chairman was A. Tester, who filled the
post owing to the absence of R.S.M. Jefferies.
The President, Major A. D. R. Terry, welcomed
all and spoke of the guests and thanked the
Secretary, R. W. Billings, for his valuable assist
ance in arranging such a fine dinner.
The Chairman spoke of the deeds of the 6th
Battalion, and said he thought they had been
forgotten in the later history of The Buffs.
Brigadier N. Rice spoke a few words and said
he was so pleased to be there. Major J. Enright
replied for the guests. He spoke of the 6th
Battalion and his brotherinlaw Capt. E. Carter's
connection with their Battalion. Capt. N.
Linwood said that he himself was the only officer
who went out with the 6th Battalion and the only
one to return.
Toasts were drunk to His Majesty The King,
The King of Denmark, The 6th Battalion.
The Secretary read the correspondence—letters
from Her Majesty the Queen, the Danish Em
bassy the Padre, Dean of Peterborough, the Rev.
Christopherson.
Regrets for nonattendance were read from
General Scarlett, Major Peareth, Colonel C.
Vaughan, "Kelly's Eye", and numerous others.
We had a representative from Denmark, and
special mention was made of the man who travel
led from Nottingham and was a guest of Mr.
Billings' for the weekend. Among the guests
was the brother of the late L/Cpl. W. R. Cotter,
v.c. Food was excellent and a splendid night
was had by all. The members gradually drifted
away to their homes, some a good distance away;
and here's to the next time.
R.W.B.

Photo by C.S.M. T. W. Goldsmith, M.M.,
R. Corps of Signals

Buffs Tombstone, Meerut Cholera Cemetery

probably done from a sketch on the spot. It has
been carefully checked for accuracy with the
Uniform Appendix in the Historical Records
1804 to 1914 and against contemporary plates in
the R.U.S.I. and it appears to be correct in all
details so far as the Regiment is concerned.

Presentation
(Note by Col. C. R. B. Knight on the picture presented
by Major Peareth to the Regimental Centre.)

O

RIGINAL water colour by Orlande Norie
the artist, with a semiofficial commission
from the War Office, who painted numerous
military pictures between approximately 1850
and 1880. Little is really known of him, curiously
enough.
The majority of his work is devoted to cavalry
regiments. He visited the Crimea and is reported
to have produced a picture depicting the charge
of the Light Brigade.
This particular picture, the only one which he is
believed to have painted of the Regiment, was

Correspondence
The Editor, "The Dragon".

Dear Sir,
About a month ago I attended as Regimental Represent
ative a meeting of the Officers' Pensions Society, at which
the Committee was empowered by an unanimous vote to
press for—
(a) An immediate review and periodical revision of
Widows' and Orphans' Pensions: the necessity for
children's allowances to widows of officers dying in
peacetime and the desirability of abolishing or reorienting
the " Means Test" and
(b) The application of the new Pension Code, and of
any future Pension Codes, to all retired officers, irrespective
of when they retired.
The Committee reported that whenever they approached
a Ministry, they were asked what proportion of Retired
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Officers they represented and their reception obviously
depended on their reply. In order to strengthen their
hand, therefore, they appeal for the support of all retired
officers and invite them all to become members of the
Society. The subscription is 10/ per annum and details
are obtainable from the Secretary, Past and Present
Association.
Yours faithfully,

* * *
Regimental Gazette

E. FOSTER HALL.

REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. C. M. Hamilton to be Capt.,

23rd August, 1951.
Maj. G. H. A. Yates from R. Sussex R. to be
Maj., 12th Sept.', 1951, retaining his present
seniority.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Cadet Herbert Richard Morris to be 2nd Lt.,
26th May, 1951. (Substituted for the notifn.
in Gazette (Supplement) dated 10th Aug., 1951,
under NATIONAL SERVICE LIST.)
2nd Lt. J. R. Prentice to be Lt., 26th October,
1951.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS

Lt. J. M. Beazley relinquishes his commn.,
3rd Oct., 1951, and is granted the hon. rank of
Capt.
The undermentioned officer relinquishes his
commn., 10th October, 1951, and is granted the
hon. rank as shown:—
Lt. M. Verden to be Capt.
The undermentioned officers relinquish their
commns., 17th Oct., 1951, and are granted the
hon. ranks as shown:—
Lt. C. A. KahnRein to be Capt.
Lt. A. K. Cooper to be Capt.
Lt. J. E. Wardle to be Capt.
Lt. D. A. Wood relinquishes his commn.,
24th Oct., 1951, and is granted the hon. rank of
Capt.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

Cadet Thomas Henry Mount to be 2nd Lt.,
7th July, 1951.
Cadet Arthur William Darragh Wilson to be
2nd Lt., 21st July, 1951.
Cadet Ian Richard Monins to be 2nd Lt.,
4th Aug., 1951.
Cadet John Morton Ticehurst to be 2nd Lt.,
18th Aug., 1951.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) D. C. Coates, having
exceeded the age limit of liability to recall,
ceases to belong to the Res. of Offrs., 3rd Oct.,
1951.
continued on page vi

1st Battalion

W

HEN this Editorial
was begun, immedi
ately after the Bat
talion's return to Dover,
"The strife is o'er the
battle won,
Now is Collective
Training done"
seemed as appropriate a
misquotation as any with
which to begin it. Readers—
if there were any—of last
month's singularly dull con
tribution may perhaps recall
that the ordeals of an assault
river  crossing (Exercise
"Merry Widow" and of autumn manoeuvres
(Exercise "Surprise Packet") were at that time
looming dead ahead of us in a somewhat sinister
way; and that many of us were already turning
over in our minds the problems of how to avoid
getting our feet wet during the former and of how
best to prepare ourselves for the latter.
In the event it was during the early stages of
"Surprise Packet" that so many of the Battalion
went for a compulsory paddle—through the
muddy slime of the Kennet and Avon Canal
near Devizes—while the crossing of the River
Thames near Pangbourne, thanks to the industry
and the ingenuity of the Royal Engineers, was
accomplished dry shod. The majority of the
daily newspapers said their full say about the
autumn manoeuvres and readers will doubtless
have had an opportunity or two of noticing the
Battalion's name in print in connection with
certain portions of "Surprise Packet". What is
probably not quite so widely appreciated is the
fact that the Battalion received a very con
gratulatory mention, for their performance
during the whole of the Exercise, from the Chief
Umpire of the Division. It is probably safe to
say that on the whole all ranks enjoyed the last
two big Exercises and there is no doubt at all
that much of that enjoyment can be attributed to
the almost perfect weather encountered during the
first half of October.
That is not to say for one instant, however,
that all ranks were not delighted when, punctually
at six o'clock on the evening of October 16th
and exactly as forecast in the Daily Express, the
Autumn manoeuvres—and with it this year's
Collective Training—was declared at an end.
This event was the cue for an immediate and
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colourful display of flares, smoke and other
pyrotechnics and for the discharge, at any target
which presented itself, of a large number of
rounds of blank ammunition of all calibres.
The return journey to Dover on the following
day proved a lengthy and protracted affair;
looking back on it the Battalion roused itself at
4.30 a.m. in order to catch—from Warminster, a
mere twelve miles distant—a train which, in fact,
left at 5.40 p.m. During those thirteen inter
vening hours there was the inevitable story of
transport which didn't materialize, of British
Railways being unable to route the train until
late in the afternoon and—the final indignity—
of their inability to produce an engine. Thanks
to Colonel R. F. Parry and the Tactical Wing of
the School of Infantry some most welcome tea
was produced during the interminable wait at
Warminster Station; and Southern Command
came helpfully to our rescue with some equally
acceptable Compo Rations. The Battalion
eventually holed out at Dover shortly after
eleven o'clock at night, tired and hungry but
nevertheless in excellent heart; their pleasure
at being back again was written clearly on the
faces of all ranks.
In retrospect this second and final spasm of
training, which began so soon after the con
clusion of our stay in London, did us all a power
of good; though there may still be a weak spot
or two here and there the Battalion, taking it
by and large, is now a wellorganised, efficient
unit, capable of giving a good account of itself
in all departments and in all types of operations.
Of the many recountable happenings since we left
East Anglia for the manoeuvre area perhaps the
admirable record of the M.T. and of the Carriers
of Support Company—in remaining, almost
without exception, on the road despite excessive
mileage, many long hours and the minimum of
maintenance—is one of the most noteworthy.
On the other hand the Commanding Officer's
remarkably accurate forecasting of the course of
the battle and his almost invariable good humour;
the disastrous effects which the combination of a
sore throat and lack of sleep had upon the
Adjutant; Lieut. Mullins' escapade behind the
enemy lines when, during a handtohand tussle
with a massive Sergeant in a "Red Devil" beret,
he had his thumb firmly grasped between that
worthy's teeth; and the special rum ration issued
to those of the Battalion who, unavoidably, had
to take to the water in the Devizes area—these,
and many more, are moments that come to mind
when one recalls United Kingdom Manoeuvres,
1951.
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The only arrivals of late have been 2/Lieut.
Davison, whom we welcome from Eaton Hall;
and Lieut. Tappenden, R.A.O.C., who has recently
joined the Battalion at the start of his twoanda
half years' attachment to a Line Regiment.
Our very best wishes go with Captain Barrett,
on his departure to take up the appointment—of
Adjutant of the 4/5th (T.A.) Battalion at Canter
bury—recently vacated by Captain Collins. No
doubt the responsibility for some of the arrange
ments before, during and after next year's
Regimental Cricket Week will devolve upon the
new Adjutant; it is therefore much to be hoped
that, in marked contrast to this year, someone
will find the time in which to record the events of
that week in the pages of this Journal. Another
departure, of less recent date, has been Lieut.
Minto who, on his 21st birthday, was gazetted
into the Royal Norfolk Regiment with a Regular
Commission; our best wishes go with him
wherever he may be serving.
Two other departures which cannot go un
recorded are R.S.M. Weeks and R.Q.M.S.
Howe. The former, after but fourteen months
with the Battalion, has been commissioned as
Q.M. of the Depot of his own Regiment, the
East Surrey Regiment—a pleasing event to be
able to record. And the latter has exchanged
places with R.Q.M.S. Wells at Canterbury, after
a stay of over three years with the Battalion.
With them both go the good wishes of all ranks.
Visitors have, of late, been necessarily few
but it was pleasant to see the Colonel of the
Regiment, who paid us a welcome visit shortly
after our return to Dover, and stayed to luncheon.
Major Scott—who, with Captain Dubois, dis
appeared back to Warminster for a Company
Commander's Course immediately after "Sur
prise Packet"—somehow managed, a few days
later, to ease his way down to Littlestone to
join, amongst others, the Commanding Officer
and Major's Grace, May and Ravenhill for the
B.G.S. Autumn Meeting and the yearly contest
against the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment; an account of both these very pleasant
events doubtless appears elsewhere in this issue.
From the point of view of those from the
Battalion who took part in it, the meeting came
none too soon, for even as the last putt was being
holed troops were already beginning to converge
upon the Suez Canal and it was a fairly safe bet
that the Battalion would not be left unmolested
for very long. No sooner, in fact, had this
Editorial been started and hardly had we begun
to find our way around Dover once again than
vaccination, inoculation and a few days leave
were suddenly thrust upon us. These were, in
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FOOTNOTE.—Owing to the East Surrey Regiment having
the first place, merely precautionary measures,
withdrawn, the next Army Cup game will be against the
but the blow of definite "orders to move" fell * winners
of the game between The Border Regiment and
soon enough, as readers must already be aware. The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. This game will be the
It is all too regrettably true that by the time these Third Round of the Army Cup.
*
*
*
words are in print the Battalion will be enjoying
8 SERGEANTS' MESS
somewhat warmer weather, our voyage in an
As these notes are being penned a number of our
aircraft carrier or an aeroplane will be a thing
members are listing and packing the Mess
of the past and Dover a dim but lingering worthy
treasures ready for storage at Canterbury, where they
memory. It is a lamentable fact that, of the will remain until such time as we are able once more to
eleven months in which Old Park Barracks has set up a Mess, of a permanent nature on the shores of
been our official residence, the Battalion has England.
Although our treasures ebb and flow out of crates, and
spent less than five of them there.
storage according to the moves of the Battalion and
There has been, in fact, never a dull moment; world affairs, the Mess as a society of W.O.s and N.C.O.s
continues as a solid entity wherever we may be.
it appears, moreover, that there seldom is.

FOOTBALL

1ST BN., THE BUFFS, 2 goals; 11 S.M.E. (Gillingham) 1 goal
That, Readers, was the result of the first match in the
first round of the Army Cup Soccer Knockout Com
petition.
The Buffs won the Toss and decided to kick with the
wind. The players, especially the Buffs, seemed to realise
from the very start that the game was going to be a hard
contest and this made them all appear not a little shaky.
The S.M.E. were the Home Team and were therefore
just a little too confident, at least to the spectator it
appeared that this was the case. From the start it was
most apparent that the Buffs were going to have to rely
on their defence to pull them through, as the opposing
forwards were very aggressive although their finishing
. was poor. However, after only nine minutes, a very nice
centre from the left wing caused the ball to be handled
by the opposing centrehalf in the penalty box, thus
giving a penaltykick to the Buffs. Stansbie made no
mistake. After numerous struggles in the Buffs half the
S.M.E. eventually scored the equaliser, not a very spectacu
lar goal from the point of view of good football but
nevertheless the equaliser. This goal certainly seemed to
be the turning point of the game; the S.M.E. were
determined to score still further, and the Buffs were
equally determined to do likewise. Unfortunately,
Fisher, who had a bad Spill a little earlier on in the game,
was not quite fast enough to accept one or two good
passes in time, or the story might have been quite different.
A "Motion Picture Goal" from the right wing, at about
thirty yards, by Capt. McGrath put the Buffs in the lead
for the second time, making the score at halftime, Buffs 2,
S.M.E. 1. In the second half the Buffs were obviously
out to play a defensive game, with their two inside forwards
helping the defence in every way* A word of praise jmust
be given to Martin, the right back, who undoubtedly
saved two certain goals, both of which he put over the
bar after the goalkeeper, Bailey, had been well and truly
beaten ; and to Stansbie who performed oh one occasion
in a like manner, by kicking a loose ball well upfield
out of harm's way. Anxious moments ensued for Buffs
players and supporters alike when the corner. kicks
following these events were taken, but on each occasion
the ball was cleared upfield and the struggle by the
S.M.E. for an equaliser was resumed. At last the final
whistle and the end of the game.
Finally, congratulations to the team (Capt. McGrath,
O.R.Q.M.S Russell, Cpl. Dean, L/Cpl. Bailey, Ptes.
Stansbie, Martin, Morgan, Wood, Champion, Sparrow
and Bdsmn. Fisher) for a very entertaining and encouraging
game.

Rumours at a time like this are always rife but experience
has taught us that it is far better to let them float over and
above us, for nothing is ever so bad as the pessimists
forecast and nothing so rosy as the optimists predict.
It was undoubtedly rather a blow to receive overseas
postings after a summer and autumn of training which
was carried out too far afield to make it possible to see
much of our families. During that period we carried out
(rightly or wrongly) most Of the operations likely to be
found in the modern text books. We crossed rivers by
bridge (hopefully), by boat (praying) and by foot (cursing)
and it can well be said that some of the English used in
those episodes could not possibly be that which Some of
the more learned members of our profession were trying
to instil into our First Class Candidates studying at
Shorncliffe.
Now for a few personalities.
The happiest piece of news is that C/Sgt. Webb has
become a proud father. We offer him our heartiest
congratulations, not forgetting Mrs. Webb, and sympathise
with the C/Sergeant at having to leave so soon, especially
when he could have been useful in his spare time.
O.R.Q.M.S. Russell has rejoined us after a spell in
hospital and leave; he is now back at the table in the
Orderly Room where he can be found 18 hours a day
and the place now lopks as familiar as always.
It is said to relate that before departure we are to say
Goodbye to R.S.M. and Mrs. Weeks. R.S.M. Weeks
is to leave us and return for promotion to his former
unit. We have all enjoyed working for him and wish
him, together with Mrs. Weeks, every happiness wherever
they may be.
Our departure causes moves in many directions and
we offer our congratulations to C.S.M. White, Sgt.
Diamond and Sgt. Stremes, D.F.M., on their promotion
to the Acting ranks of R.S.M., C.S.M., and C/Sergeant
respectively.
Our old stalwart, R.Q.M.S. Howe, leaves us for a tour
of duty at Canterbury, and is replaced by R.Q.M.S.
Wells. To the former we wish the best of luck in his
future surroundings; he will be sadly missed.
To R.Q.M.S. Wells we extend a hearty welcome—as
an old Buff he needs no introduction to the Battalion
and it is somewhat unusual in these days to have an old
Buff replace an old Buff. We hope his stay with us will
be a successful, long and happy one.
*

*

CORPORALS' CLUB
Snatching a few moments of most valuable time I grab
pen and paper to bring once more to our readers both
past and present the news and occurrences which have
taken place during our stay in Camp and on Army
manoeuvres.
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In Camp there was a sizeable NAAFI comprised of
many tents formed into one large home from home and
there was a certain part put aside and walled up so that
the N.C.O.s might be separated.
1 After the turmoil of ExHammer and Tongs a pleasant
three days' leave was donated by the powers that be, and
we all sped posthaste to the four corners of England.

On our return we were aghast to find half the Camp
missing and so it was that piece by piece everything was
removed till at last there was nothing left but a bare
expanse of pasture mottled by shades where once a tent
had stood. Came the day when we were on our way
moving South and Exercise "Merry Widow" had begun.
For the next two or three weeks we lived in and out of
holes in fields and forests, passed through many towns
and villages where local hospitality was pleasantly
demonstrative, but our only respite was for a few days
at Bordon, where we recovered from "Merry Widow"
and prepared for "Surprise Packet".
However, after an eternity of sculling about the country
side the Corporals' Mess has finally roosted again in Old
Park Barracks. And it was pleasant to come into contact,
once again, with the convivial atmosphere of our little
room; somewhere to sit in comfort and meet our friends.
Heads at once got together and decided that we would
go all out to have numerous socials, dances, smokers
and the like in the coming months. But—calamity—we
now find ourselves proceeding on fourteen days' leave,
our arms pockmarked and red with inoculations, pre
paratory to embarking for the Middle East.
In the coming months, therefore, it is possible that we
may leave behind the mundane ritual of England and
our readers may well have a fund of notes of the "goings
on" in faroff climes.

H Q. COMPANY
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM
With U.K. manoeuvres safely behind us, the Orderly
Room can now go about its business of despatching and
dealing with Official Correspondence without the five
day lapse in delivery caused by that noble institution, the
Anny Post Office in the Field.
Two of the Orderly Room Staff, C/Sgt. Webb and
L/Cpl. Willcox, are to be congratulated on the birth of
their sons. We feel rather sorry for C/Sgt. Webb, who
was dragged away from his one week old son to replace
the O.R.Q.M.S. on manoeuvres, who was unfortunately
taken ill. However, now that such horrors as "standing
to" on an icy cold night in a none too comfortable slit
trench are behind us, we can look forward, we hope, to
a warm and not too wet winter in the Mediterranean.
We would like to take this opportunity of welcoming
two newcomers to the Orderly Room, Pte. McNaught,
who recently joined this Battalion and Pte. Bailey from
"C" Company who will make life easier for us when the
typewriters break down. He has already rendered valuable
service by repairing some in the past, which makes his
presence all the more welcome. We also wish L/Cpl.
Willcox all the best on his transfer to the M.T. Section
where he hopes to learn a trade which will fit him for
civvy street sometime next year. When his motorcycle
next bursts into flames we hope he will be better qualified
to deal with the situation, instead of jumping off and
leaving it to burn out, powerless to do anything. Pte.
Meredith, who has made quite a name for himself (whether

good or bad, I leave to the discretion of the reader), leaves
us to take over the Unit Education and Library, a position
long sought after by many an erstwhile University student.
To close, let us hope, on behalf of those National
Servicemen who wish to go abroad, that the next Dragon
notes are written from foreign parts a little warmer than
it is here in England.
#

#

*

ADMINISTRATIVE PLATOON
The move to and from Buckenham Tofts, the reception
and dispersal of "Z" Reservists and, finally, Army
Manoeuvres, are events of the past.
It has been a hectic two months: no doubt it has done
us good and the general opinion seems to be that it
wasn't as grim as had been anticipated, probably because
of the good weather. For all that we are glad to be back
in barracks at Dover and hope to be settled here long
enough to sort out our various stores, check our ledgers
and generally reorganise.
 i
.

Buckenham Tofts Camp was a goqd one. It has
permanent camp structures in the way of kitchens,
ablutions, etc., water laid on and electric light in office,
store and Mess tents. What rain we did get soon drained
away through the extremely porous soil. The drawback
was that the camp site was intended for the accommodation
of 500, whereas the Battalion at one time numbered nearer
1,300. This, of course, meant that cooking installations
were badly overtaxed and the sump pits to the ablutions
were continually overflowing.
Fortunately, while the Battalion was at Fingringhoe
putting the "Z" Reservists through their paces on the
ranges, the weather was kind. This we feel was a great
relief to L/Cpl. Bryant who was able, at long last, to watch
his mountains of munitions gradually dwindling to
molehills.
No doubt the subject of the "Z" Reservists and their
training and other activities will be dealt with in great
detail elsewhere in this issue. It is sufficient to say that,
from a "Q" angle, all our previous planning and hard
work was well worth while and we were able to arm,
equip and accommodate well over 400 "civilians" within
24 hours of their arrival at the Camp. It is worthy of
note that the tailor's services were not required in a single
instance and that only one man could not be fitted with
boots from Battalion stocks. Needless to say he was
soon whipped over to the O.F.P. at Bodney where a pair
large enough was found lurking among the boats in the
bridging section.
Those Reservists who were attached to the Quarter
master's Staff proved very useful, particularly Pte; Tailor
who performed prodigies at Finringhoe. We were pleased
to welcome three previous members of the Staff in Ptes.
Longman, Bingham and Cork. They had certainly not
forgotten all they had learnt in Hong Kong.
For the period of Camp and Army Manoeuvres, Sgt.
Dutton was drafted to the Assault Pioneer Platoon to give
them the benefit of his knowledge and experience. He
occasionally returned to help us out in erecting a Gas
Chamber and in other ways. In his absence, the Pioneers
carried out their multifarious tasks under the eye of Cpl.
Brown, whom we are pleased to congratulate on his
promotion.
Once the "Z" men had dispersed to their homes and
Exercise "Hammer and Tongs" had been surmounted,
we began to feel that we had broken the back of this
year's Collective Training season. It was pleasant to see
the Battalion disappear on leave for a day or two, while
we got on with the job of striking Camp. Our last night
at Buckenham Tofts gave the Battalion a foretaste of the
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conditions it was likely to have to endure for the next
two weeks and it was a dark and dreary morning when
we stood around waiting to sally forth on the first day of
"Merry Widow".
The R.Q.M.S, was given the unenviable task of re
maining behind with the Rear Party to close down the
Camp. At the last moment it was discovered that the
15cwt. truck so generously supplied by the M.T. to clear
away some hundreds of tents and several tons of other
stores had been sent back to Dover. This meant that the
Quartermaster had to part with his jeep. We understand
that, having in mind the state of the said jeep, the parting
was far from a tearful one.
The "fortunate few" who formed "B" Echelon during
Army Manoeuvres included Cpl. O'Dowd, Ptes. Sedgwick*
Morgan, Hurst and Overington with, of course, the
Messing Staff under Sgt. Seymour and Cpl. Jones. Con
ditions during "Merry Widow" were uncomfortable.
Unlike Battalion H.Q. and some of the companies, we
were not so fortunate as to be housed in buildings; more
often than not we pitched our "biwies" in a dripping
wood. Perhaps the most tedious time was the night of
our move from Hungry Hill to Goring Heath when we
took five hours to move fourteen miles by road convoy.
However, the sudden termination of the Exercise some
twenty hours earlier than we had anticipated came as a
pleasant surprise. .
The Bordon of today is not vastly different to the place
some of us knew 16 years ago. Our three days' stay there
Was not unpleasant even though extremely cold o' nights.
We filled in the time drawing rations, stores and equipment
for "Surprise Packet" and took the opportunity to indulge
in the luxury of a hot bath and a change of clothes. Cpl.
Jones and his staff had plenty of experience in the methods
of drawing supplies after nightfall. With the return of
2/Lieut. Gardner from his umpiring duties the Quarter
master was able to hand over "B" Echelon to him and
return to Dover to prepare against the return of the
Battalion.
"B" Echelon was raided by Vampires during the first
day of "Surprise Packet" and the Umpires decided that
the G.1098 lorry had been destroyed, much to the con
sternation of Ptes. Sedgwick and Morgan. After this
somewhat startling opening the exercise, so far as "B"
Echelon was concerned, quietened down and, except for
the ration lorry being "lost" for some hours, the remainder
of Army Manoeuvres proved uneventful.
We found, on our return to Dover, that the Battalion
had spread itself. "A" Company are now perched at
the Citadel from where they have an unsurpassed view of
Dover Harbour; otherwise the Camp presents a dejected
and neglected look, so L/Cpl. Mullis and Ptes. Filewood
and Fright have been sent to help smarten it up and make
it more comfortable.
During the Battalion's rather nomadic existence of the
past two months Sgt. Bollard and Mr. Meakin have held
the fort at Dover. It is due to their efforts that "A"
Company have been able to settle into the Citadel quickly
and comfortably and that so many of our families are now
quartered with us at Old Park.
We have said goodbye to Ptes. Overington and
Anderson, who have been drafted to Korea. We wish
them the best of luck and hope that the Armistice terms
will have been agreed and signed before they arrive in the
Far East.
Lastly, we take pleasure in congratulating Cpl. Wilson,
one of the oldest members of the Staff, on his promotion.

SIGNAL PLATOON
At long last we are back in the luxury of Old Park
Barracks after a long and hard working absence. On the
numerous schemes the communications worked (as a rule)
though on Exercise "Surprise Packet" the linesmen had
a lot of hard work to do. One of our members lost his
wireless set to the enemy but he luckily wasn't with them
at the time. And now the Battalion has gone on leave
and looking forward, we hope, to much warmer days
than of late; a few have been left behind as not having
enough service to go. Also back in time to go on leave is
"Dusty", our very old friend whom we thought lost on
the Quay at Harwich. To all Signals old and new we
wish a very happy Christmas and may the New Year
bring happier days for us all.


*

*

M.T. PLATOON
Back in Dover at last the personal discomforts of the
Autumn Manoeuvres begin to fade, but we still have
with us several concrete reminders of them in the shape
of broken springs and mechanical defects which should
ensure full employment in R.E.M.E. for some time to
come. Our most impressive exhibit is the water truck
which underwent a considerable change in appearance
when it landed on its back on a very slippery hill on
Salisbury Plain; despite the fact that its Superstructure,
door and windscreen became a mass of wreckage, the
driver, (Black) Smith 97, was back on duty the same day
driving what remained of his vehicle after it had been
recovered and worked on by our own unit fitters.
The C.O. appeared to cast a spell on all his vehicles
as both his Landrover and his Jeep had the wprst of
arguments with scout cars, while his replacement Land
rover was captured by the enemy, much to the delight of
his driver, Pte. Howitt, who spent two days of leisure in
a prisonerofwar cafe, complete with bed and. blankets.
It is only fair on the C.O. to state that at none of these
mishaps was he with the vehicle concerned. Should the
reader now assume that the M.T. Platoon's role in the
manoeuvres was that of a breaker's yard, let him be
speedily disillusioned. On Exercise "Surprise Packet"
ours was the only battalion in the Division to have every
vehicle on the road at the beginning of the exercise and
to have every vehicle, less one accident, back in Dover at
the end of the exercise. All drivers are to be congratulated
on their excellent record, especially in view of the fact
that many new drivers had to be produced, with the
minimum of training, to cope with the extra vehicles
allotted to us for the exercises.
The R.E.M.E. fitters (Cpls, Hardy, Swinburne and
Cfn. Laverick) are also to be congratulated. Cpl. Hardy
also found time to be chief cook and dixie washer for
"A" Echelon, and produced excellent food; we never
knew that petrol, oil and lubricants had such delicate
flavours. We offer congratulations to Cpls. Hunt and
Swinburne and L/Cpl. Stroud on their marriages and to
Ptes. Wicks and Ford on additions to their respective
families. We say goodbye to Pte. BUdd, who has got a
job with the T.A. Battalion of the Queen's Regiment.
Lastly, we should like to thank all those drivers who
were attached to us for the exercise period and who wili
soon be returning to their companies. In particular to
those who will shortly be departing for foreign shores
we wish the very best of luck.
«

" '

*

"A" COMPANY
The change that has come over the men of the Company
since we last recorded our activities is hardly believable.
Then it was a matter of shining brasses and leather,
polished woodwork, creased battledre^s, martial music,
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Soldierly bearing and throngs of sightseers; only last
week it had changed to the spectacle of the same men
emerging from the Avon and Kennet Canal, with muddy
water pouring off their clothes and equipment and
squelching out of their boots, as they prepared to drive
back the anarchist forces of Midland and Fantasia from
the village of Bishops Canning in Wiltshire.
This change took place over a period of six to seven
weeks and it is thisperiod that we wish to record.
After a week in Dover, after our return from London,
we embarked for Norfolk for our second phase of field
training. This time it was a tented camp situated among
the bracken and woods. The first High Light was the
arrival on September 1st of our "Z" Reservists, wearing
all manner of "spiv" ties and scarves, and some of the
more fantastic styles of hair dressing; it was generally
believed that some of them had not visited the barber
for at least four months. By and large the period of
training was worthwhile in spite of many blisters and
much bad language.
When we returned again to sanity in the middle of
September, all emphasis was placed on preparation for
the three major exercises. 'First came "Hammer and
Tongs", in which the Company only played a minor
part; the powers that be seemed to delight in stopping
everyone sleeping, by ordering a move in the middle of
the night; it was certainly good training but after the
third night even C/Sgt. Berrett was running out of things
to say about the gilded staff who blissfully wrecked the
breakfast or the haversack rations.
During the crossing of the River Thames at Pangbourne
the main role of capturing the Toll Bridge was given to
this Company. The powers that be however ruled other
wise and the bridge was blown long before we arrived on
the high ground overlooking the river, thus depriving us
of what should have been a good party. Two nights later
we crossed the Thames in assault boats; a cold, damp
mist had come down and the period from midnight until
breakfast (if we had had any) was miserable. Later on at
least half the Company were seen to be sunning them
selves on the bank of the river enjoying some pleasant
sleep. As is always the case this phase did not last long
and by midday we were on the move south to the vicinity
of Bradfield College. Here we were allotted an area in
Englefield Park, apparently in Divisional Reserve; the
area appeared to be ideal, with plenty of dried bracken
to make a comfortable bed. In spite of forecasts to the
contrary we suffered the rudest of shocks when we had
to move on at last light, supposedly by M.T. but in actual
fact on foot. After some damp sleep, a good hot breakfast
appeared and life began to be less dim; shortly afterwards
the "Merry Widow" passed into the bottomless pit to
which all major exercises are consigned. The only thought
then in the minds of the men was" Roll on Surprise Packet".
After a few days at Bordon in a bivouac Camp, during
which time we cleansed ourselves and our kit and con
sumed some well deserved Rum, we started out on
"Surprise Packet". Of the many incidents which occurred
pride of place goes to the crossing, wetshod, of the Kennet
Avon Canal by the majority of the Battalion.
Next in order comes the hospitality of the villagers of
Bishops Canning who, during the thirty hours we were
there, provided gallons of soup, tea, coffee and plates of
sandwiches; .all ranks will remember that little village
which nestled peacefully below the Downs. Finally comes
the activities of a small patrol, under L/Cpl. Cook, near
the village of Urchfont, just to the north of Larkhill
Range. This patrol, when reinforced by 2/Lieut. Burgess,
R.A.E.C., and another section, achieved great success in
one raid, during which they dealt faithfully with a section

of enemy Mortars and attacked two Companies of the
enemy during breakfast. Their gallantry was only
surpassed by the speed with which they withdrew, having
caused no little chaos amongst the "Q" side of that
Fantasian unit.
During both these Exercises we were well and faithfully
served by the cooks, under C/Sgt. Berrett, and by Cpl.
Shorter. No effort was spared, by them and their willing
helpers, to provide good and substantial food at all times.
Their names should be recorded: Pte. Cookney (A.C.C.),
Ptes. Dennis, Mathias, Smith, Townsley and Johnson.
We congratulate L/Cpl. and Mrs. Cook on the birth
of their son and wish the new arrival every success in life.
We also congratulate Cpl. and Mrs. Jones on the birth of
their daughter.
At the time of writing these notes C.S.M. White is
struggling with his First Class Education Examination
and we wish him the very best of luck.
Lastly we regret to record that Lieut. MonckMason
and 2/Lieut. Bateman have left the Company. The former
for a training with the Parachute Regiment; the latter
for three years of scholastic studies at Oxford; we wish
them the best of luck, each in their own spheres.
*

Hs
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"B" COMPANY
When these notes were last written we were preparing
for a move, and now two months later we find ourselves
in very similar circumstances. Our present destination,
although the subject of much surmise, is generally thought
to be further removed than the Stanford P.T.A.
Our last journey to Norfolk was made by train but,
though we were mercifully spared the grimness of an
M.T. move through the night, we had our customary
early reveille. Buckenham Tofts Camp turned out to be a
small tented village, with other similar camps all round
it, centered round The Hall, a judiciously placed Divisional
H.Q. We found ourselves cheek by jowl with the Border
Regiment, not to mention the innumerable brood attached
to Brigade and Divisional Headquarters. The accommoda
tion gave rise to considerable speculation, as it seemed a
physical impossibility to fit eight men into the tents
provided, let along all their kits. However, this was done
and the first night passed away with the Company on
strawfilled paliasses, though it is surprising how anyone
could sleep on some of the perfectly round paliasses that
emerged from the straw tent. In time certain very fine
homemade beds were seen to appear, particularly in the
tents occupied by the Company Headquarters.
On this visit to the P.T.A. we were not immediately
sent out on schemes but were allowed to find our feet
and try to remember that Piccadilly Circus wasn't just
round the corner. Everything seemed to be building up
to the reception of the "Z" Reservists, and even the newest
arrivals were determined to show that they could teach
them a thing or two. They started arriving at all hours
of the day and night, one a day early, some a day late,
some in cars and some on motorcycles. The machinery
set up to receive them seemed to absorb them well and
they were soon into their new uniforms and stiff boots,
and trudging squeakily off to the cookhouse for the first
of those memorable meals. As soon as they arrived the
training became more intensive, and once more our arms
ached as we wielded the now unfamiliar pick and our eye
lids heavy as we tried to keep awake on sentry duty. All
these exercises seemed to follow the usual course, a lot
of marching and no firing, but as we were told that it was
for the benefit of the "Z" Reservists we suffered it gladly
enough.
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When they left we were sorry to see them go, as they
, had done their job well and suffered considerable hard
ships, to which we like to think ourselves accustomed,
and we hope they think well of us.
Then the big schemes began in earnest, the first being
"Hammer and Tongs". One result of this was that we
saw ourselves in the newspapers for the first time, always
a sure sign that we have made a nuisance of ourselves on
the roads. It seems rather pointless to describe each
exercise in detail, so we will go on to that freezing morning
of 4th October when we left Buckenham Tofts Camp for
good at 0430 hours, having been deprived of our own
trucks by a Company that shall be nameless; all very
confusing in the dark.
Our object on this first exercise, named " Merry Widow",
was to seize the bridge over the Thames at Pangbourne
and thus secure for the Division an easy crossing over
the river. Not even the wildest optimist could seriously
think that this would be successful, in spite of 2/Lieut.
Monins and his van load of saboteurs, as there are certain
people called umpires—enough said. The bridge having
been blown we remained in our positions for two days—a
phrase straight from some elementary Latin grammar
which describes exactly what did happen. We fed very
well and slept a great deal and it was hard to realize that
the enemy were just over the hill on the far side of the
river, during which time the rest of the division rumbled
down to Pangbourne from Norfolk. The first thing of
any note was our trip across the Thames in assault boats
which was silent and reasonably dry. The remainder of
the night was spent in an assortment of hedgerows and
private gardens, extremely cold and with no blankets and
less prospect of any breakfast. The next day we moved
from positidn to position with the prospect of yet another
river crossing the following day, and finally ended in a
wood, very wet and cold and even hungrier than before,
and spent the night there. The ColourSergeant arrived
during the night and at last we got some breakfast. The
best thing of all was the announcement that the exercise
had ended a day early and we were to go to a rest camp
at Bordon for three days. At Bordon everyone washed
and scrubbed, and refreshed himself mentally and
physically for "Surprise Packet". To start with we moved
the 60 miles from Bordon to Salisbury Plain in 12 hours
and once more dug in in the dark. It turned out that we
were not to stay there for long and we moved endlessly
onwards, wading a waist deep river in the process, reminis
cent of our earliest days at Bodney. During the night we
moved cautiously up a hill to a position where we expected
the enemy to be, only to find it vacant, but with plenty of
readymade trenches. We stayed there for a day with
rather hazy ideas of the general situation in spite of an
issue of neat little newspapers, complete with "Jane".
Eventually we moved back to Salisbury Plain, with the
promise of a full scale battle to reward our efforts. The
brengunners with their bulleted blank, certainly made
up for lost time, firing at every possible aircraft, irrespective
of whether it was hostile or not. Eventually the exercise
ended with a battle that did not affect us at all, very much
of an anticlimax. We left the following day, during
which it seemed as if the Battalion had been expelled
from the division, judging by the arrangements made to
move us, got back to Dover at Midnight, and came lip
from the station in a fantastic collection of horseboxes,
coal trucks and furniture wagons. Anyway we were home
which was all that mattered.
No sooner had we returned than we were sent off on
48 hours' leave, whilst 19 Brigade were being packed off
to Egypt, and the air was thick with rumours about our
own movement. When. we. got back we were sent off on
leave again, so as not to miss our leave in case, we were

sent abroad. It is believed that the cloaked and turbaned
figure recently seen in the ColourSergeant's Stores is a
Nomad with some experience to pass on. On second
thoughts he may not be able to teach us as much as he
thinks.
'
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
It is a long time since the last Dragon notes were written,
and an awful lot has happened in that time. We are now
back in Dover but not, as we confidently expected, com
fortably ensconced for the winter and probably the
following summer, but threatened with a sudden move
overseas. A large number of us welcome this, but I am
sure the majority feel that we have moved about rather
too much already in one year, and that six months in one
place would be a welcome change. However, it may be
pleasant to catch up with the sun again and avoid what
promises to be a cold and cheerless winter. We cannot
complain about the weather through this past month
and October certainly made amends for an appalling
September of rain, wind and unpleasantness.
At the tailend of August we went up to the now well
known Stanford Practical Training Area and, after the
initial shock of Buckenham Tofts Tented Camp after
Wellington Barracks, we got into the swing of things and
made ready to receive the muchtalkedof"Z" Reservists.
We had some 80 attached to the Company and, on the
whole, they were a very good crowd and quite willing to
"have a go". Certainly their weapontraining was notice
ably competent. The Reservists caused a tremendous
amount of work, but the results were worth it.
On their departure we got down to our own training in
earnest and took part in Exercise "Hammer and Tongs"
which was memorable for two pleasant^ utterly restful
days spent on the Ranges near Colchester. The Officers
devised a Scavenger Hunt to keep the Company amused.
Each Platoon was set to collect fifteen articles, including
an Inniskilling's corbeen and plume, the Brigadier's
signature, the C.O.'s tip for the Cambridgeshire, the
colour of the Signal Officer's underpants and, last but
not least, a rabbit, dead or alive but fresh. The Officers
were much surprised when all three Platoons collected
the required articles well within the timelimit of two
hours; it was thought that the rabbit might provide some
difficulty but two or three keeneyed individuals had
spotted a hutch in a neighbouring garden and three prize
rabbits were produced for inspection; we are glad to
report that they were then returned to their distinctly
anxious owner. No. 8 Platoon produced a complete list
with no faults; No. 9 Platoon had to improvise to com
plete theirs and No. 7 Platoon only slipped up on one
article.
The rest of Exercise "Hammer and Tongs" was not
really so amusing though mercifully we were lucky with
the weather. We were awarded a short weekend's leave
at this juncture which was most welcome; of course it
passed all too swiftly. On our return we got ready for
Army Manoeuvres, starting with the river crossing
exercise "Merry Widow".
For this we set off at crack of dawn in a thick fog which
was as cold and unpleasant as one can imagine. The
ColourSergeant went off in a bad mood because he had
to leave behind an oven he had "found" somewhere.
Even so our 3tonner must have had a seventon load*
including a 45gallon watercontainer discovered on a
nearby aerodrome.
The Company was in the van of the advance and, after
sundry skirmishes en route, we arrived at Whitchurch to
find the bridge blown. It was pleasant to find the local
populace so friendly and well disposed towards us. Pte.
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Williams (22) found this in particular, for an enormous
sow of extreme amicability snuffed and grunted down
his neck for the duration of standto during which he
was confined to his slittrench which bordered the field
where this illustrious pig was kept. We crossed the River
Thames one dark and foggy night and it is a blooming
miracle that nobody fell in. Directionfinding1 was a night
mare, and the SecondinCommand described a full circle
ending up where he started when trying to navigate
himself across a field. On the boats a cool head was
certainly needed for, once in midStream, you could not
see either bank for fog and night, and one felt like spinning
a coin for direction. The Company Commander, when
it was his tiirn to cross, caused a "deal of merriment.
Company H.Q. boarded their boat in great style and
were away and halfway across the river in no time, but
there they stuck, and however hard they paddled the
boat just swung from port to starboard but made no
progress. After some heated argument and considerable
confusion, it was discovered that they were still attached
to the bank by a length of signal cable !
The rest of the exercise seemed to be a series of short
notice moves and marching and is not really worthy of
mention. At Bordon after the Exercise, C.S.M. Callaway
celebrated his 50th birthday by being first up and rousing
the Coippany as usual. Goodness knows what we >vould
do without him.
^
After the pleasant lull at Bordon came the stormy
exercise"Surprise Packet". We were told to expect almost
anything, but I don't think anyone anticipated wading
through the AvonKennet Canal. We were threatened by
a shortage of food on the other side but the Secondin
Command was disconcerted to find, after manhandling the
dinner meal over the canal and bribing a farmer to leave
the pub and drive his "commandeered" lorry with con
tainers of food some two miles on a dark night with no
lights, that everyone was riot really hungry after all, having
halted a passing baker's van. At any rate, it was nice to
know that they were beginning to learn to look after
themselves.
After sundry digging, patrolling, alarms and excursions,
the Exercise ended and we started back to Dover, but
before we leave the subject of exercises, unbounded
praise for the C/Sergeant and his cooks, Jones and
Galliers (A.C.C.) and his other helpers, for the really
excellent food they produced throughout, and for our
drivers Pte. Pockett (Carrier), Pte. Darby (Jeep), Pte.
Burke (3tonner) and Pte. Ford (15cwt.) who never once
let us down.
We are back in Dover—now what ?
"D" COMPANY
Since our formation in late August we have gone from
strength to strength and now consider ourselves among
the elite of the Battalion. We have received drafts, Buffs
from "C" Company and Canterbury and a platoon from
.the R. Warwicks and R. Leicesters and a keen sense of
rivalry has helped to build the high standard of morale
which now exists.
Undisturbed by "Z" Reservists the period of company
training went off well. Plenty of dash was put into section
and platoon battle technique and variety was provided
by patrol exercises by day and night and by forced marches.
The Company Commander, Capt. Nash, fresh from
Warminster, revelled in his oneman attack on the
Company dug in during a 24hour exercise, but the
highlight was undoubtedly the night rivercrossing exercise
led by 2/Lieut. Ottley's strong swimmers, the whole thing
streamlined by the latest School of Infantry technique.

Exercise "Dover Sole" was a brigade exercise mainly
for the benefit of the"Z" men, but the Company managed
to capture the Battalion objective and even the umpires
could not persuade us to give it up. On "Hammer and
Tongs" we practised most of the phases of war and our
best effort was the night approach and dawn attack on
what proved to be an unoccupied position !
We experienced our hardest living on "Merry Widow".
The first two days of comparative inactivity were followed
by a night crossing of the Thames. Despite meagre taping
the Company got across in perfect order and enjoyed a
short, sharp battle. We spent a cold, uncomfortable night,
but our ColourSergeant woke us up and raised our
spirits and temperature by personally presenting all of us
with our rum ration. In fact the C/Sergeant's excellent
catering did much to keep morale high during the whole
period of manoeuvres.
Our first achievement on "Surprise Packet" was the
assault crossing of the river Kennet, mopping up the
enemy on the far side with great drive and elan. Led by
the Company Commander and up to our chests in water
we were first across the obstacle and heard later that the
whole operation surprised and disturbed the enemy
considerably. After the withdrawal to a selected defensive
position we sunned ourselves for 36 hours and at night
kept ourselves warm by patrolling and by erecting wire
and trip flares. The high spot of this period was 2/Lieut.
Mitchell's patrol into the enemy's rear areas, capturing
large numbers of vehicles and men, including a Battalion
SecondinCommand and the R.S.M.
We welcome 2/Lieut. Mitchell to the Company from
Sandhurst and hope his stay with us will be a long and
happy one.
After a short period in Dover we shall soon be en route
for the Middle East, but already we are minus one platoon
who are going out to Korea; very soon our "Midland"
Platoon will be going the same way. To them all we wish
the best of luck and hope that they have benefited from
their stay in the Battalion and the Company.
*

*

*

"S" COMPANY
Although all our adventures are recounted below, a
short foreword is appropriate. Changes within the
Company have been few, the major one being the securing
of a new Company Commander in the forrii of Captain
Marshall, whom we welcome to the fold. Although
essentially a petrol borne Company, we have had an
uphill fight with our vehicles to remain so, and great ;
credit must be given to those amongst us who made it
possible to maintain such a high standard of road
worthiness. All the carriers except two managed to
reach Dover under their own power, and as a convoy,
which was a great achievement. At the sight of Whitfield
Hill many were tempted to "put the foot down", but
cautiously refrained. At the time of writing, we are all
busily preparing for our 14 days' Privilege Leave which
we feel sure will be beneficial to us all.
MORTAR PLATOON
They say that there is no peace for the wicked; if this
is the case, then this Battalion must have done something
really wicked, for no sooner had we relumed from Army
Manoeuvres than we were told that we were probably
going to move again in the near future. However, this
may be a blessing in disguise, as an English winter com
bined with fuel cuts is something to be very seriously
reckoned with.
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The Platoon returned in good shape from Salisbury
Plain on the 18th, having driven for two days, with a
night's rest at Bordon on the way. L/Cpl. Cock very
nearly missed his marriage day by losing himself in the
wilds of Aldershot Workshops, but turned up two days
later none the worse for his adventures. Both he and
Cpl. Bassett have now left on marriage leave and should
return to the fold fully fledged husbands: the whole
Platoon sends them their best wishes for the future.
We suffered a great loss on our return to Dover when
four of our members, Chapman, Eastman, Holyoak and
Sivyer, left us to go on a draft for Korea, where they
will, we know, all give good accounts of themselves:
they had been with the Platoon for some time, and had
helped to make things go smoothly during manoeuvres.
We wish them the best of luck in their new Battalion,
and hope that they will not forget us.
On the whole, everything went very well on the exercises
and we all learnt a great deal as well as, strange to say,
enjoying ourselves. Perhaps it is the gypsy in us, but
there seems to be a great deal of enjoyment to be gained
out of sleeping in the open and cooking one's own meals
over a petrol burner; we were, however, glad to get back
to Dover—the first night between sheets, on a soft bed,
was something really worth waiting for. It remains to be
seen how long we shall be able to enjoy these luxuries.
*
*
*
M.M.G. PLATOON
It would be very difficult to pick out any single happening
during the past two months as being of outstanding
interest, since incident upon incident seemed to occupy
all our daily activities. Perhaps the memorable occasion
when C.S.M. Faulkner did not know who looked the
dirtier, the Platoon Commander or the Platoon Sergeant;
or even the sight of Pte. Gutteridge dashing from side to
side under a chestnut tree with an L.M.G., vainly trying
to fire bulleted blank at a Vampire which had passed
seconds ago. Undoubtedly the most notable achievement
was the fact that the Platoon Carriers, having set out
from Norfolk on manoeuvres reached Old Park without
a casualty.
The benefit gained by the Platoon was possibly not so
great in the Machine Gunning line, but in movement
drill, maintenance, and splitsecond packing up we all
learned a lot.
As these notes are being written there is a frantic
checking of G.1098 stores and carrier tools. In addition,
we have to undergo innoculations and vaccinations.
When the next lot of notes are written we should either
still be in Old Park Barracks firing our Rifle courses or
on the high seas feeling under the weather.
*

*

*

A/TANK PLATOON
Much has happened since the A/Tank produced their
last jottings and to recount every incident in our somewhat
hectic training in the last three months would be im
possible. The most outstanding memory is of our pleasant
sojourn at Lulworth, where we carried out our annual
field firing. Many of us were somewhat apprehensive
when we fired our confidence round, but after our initiation
we soon became "accustomed hands". It must be men
tioned that it was due to Cfn. Sims' untiring efforts that
it was always possible to have four guns on the firing
point. Thanks, too, must be given to those members of
the R.T.R. who made our stay so enjoyable; they proved
most cooperative at all times.
A week at Lulworth soon passed and it was not long
before we were on our way to Stanford to begin a gruelling
continued on page vi

Beneath Bell Harry

T

HIS month we had
two Guest Nights
—a rare thing for
the Depot Mess. Our
first was held on Elec
tion Night to welcome
Lieut.Colonel Sanders,
who is Director of Mili
tary Training of the
New Zealand Army.
He was on a fleeting
visit to the Bde. Depot
to see how the training
of recruits is carried out
in the British Army.

Our second Guest Night was a Farewell Party
for three officers of the 1st Battalion—Lieuts.
Dalgliesh, Mullins and Grugeon—who are
leaving very shortly with the Battalion for over
seas. Both evenings were a great success, and
Sgt. Laker and Pte. Miles excelled themselves.
The outside of the Mess is now looking much
more spruce, though we cannot say we enthuse
over the colour of the paint. Work is now
in progress on the refurbishing of the bedrooms.
Visitors to the Mess will also notice a reorgan
isation of the hanging of the pictures and in
particular, over the ante room writing table, a
most interesting and attractive old water colour
depicting the interrogation of a Russian prisoner
by officers of The Buffs outside Sebastopol.
This picture has been presented to the Regimental
Centre by Major Peareth. We are all extremely
grateful to him for this gift, which is a worthy addi
tion to the fine collection of pictures in the Mess.
It is hoped that the Editor will find room to put
in this edition a note about this picture and the
artist, by Colonel C. R. B. Knight.


*

*

DEPOT COMPANY
We have had only two new innovations in training with
the arrival of the new intake. The Company Commander
decreed that "Shoot to Kill" exercises would be carried
out by both Platoons before work started in the morning.
The resulting improvement in both weapon training,
handling and drill has been noticeable. We have so far
had two route marches.
This month we have lost a lot of friends. R.Q.M.S.
Wells has left us to join the Battalion. We welcome in his
place R.Q.M.S. "Buffy" Howe. The Company has lost
Sgt. Martin, its Acting C.S.M., to "2" Company, and
Cpl. Adams to "3" Company. Cpl. Phillips has handed
over his duties as Caretaker of the Museum and Store
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room to Capt. (retd.) Blackwell and has gone to join
"3" Company. L/Cpl. Wilson, our Pay Clerk, has been
demobbed: and will become an Insurance Broker's Clerk
at Lloyds.
The only newcomers that we \yelpoipe to the Company
are Cpl. Snape, Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment, who has come
up from " 3" (PI.) Company, to take over our Company
Office, and Pte. Parish who is learning the job of Pay
Clerk.
We very nearly lost two more of our N.C.O.s, Sgt.
Newman and CpJ. Gray, who were due to be transferred
to the 1st Battalion. They were all packed and ready to
go, but a reprieve came through at the last moment.
They were seen emerging from the Company Commander's
office breathing sighs of relief, and one, I believe, was
actually seen to jump in the air for joy.
At the end of this month, the empty half of our Barracks
was taken over by the potential Leader Platoon of "3"
Company, which moved up here en masse. The Depot
now presents a very busy sight, what with all the extra
troops, the painters, and the workmen labouring zealously
on our new Cookhouse.
It is pleasant to see that white gloves have been provided
for the Cathedral stick orderlies. They now look much
smarter, and there is no longer any cause for complaint
that the Book of Life is being soiled by grubby hands.
*
*
*
SERGEANTS' MESS
The month of October which passed quietly from the
social angle has been made an eventful one by the con
tinued speculation as to the destination of the 1st Battalion.
By the time these notes appear in print the Battalion will
have arrived somewhere in M.E.L.F. and all members
of the Mess wish them good luck in the undoubtedly
arduous tasks before them. It is with regret that we bid
adieu to R.Q.M.S. "Bomber" Wells and regret that he
had to rush away in something of a hurry to join the
Battalion. We welcome in his stead "Buffy" Howe who
is of course no stranger to the Mess. Other departures
during the month were C.S.M. Scott to East Africa and
Sgt. Forster who both came and went in the course of a
few &ays. We welcome C/Sgt. Bailey who has returned
from West Africa to await posting. '
The election has come and gone and much to Jim
Laker's sorrow his Liberal candidate finished bottom of
the Canterbury poll. Jim has now returned his election
suit to the moth balls and reverted to his beloved blues.
The election seems to have unsettled our worthy caterer
"Lofty" Shaw for in the course of two evenings last week
he managed to both splatter a pint of beer over his innocent
domino opponents and then to crown this effort dropped
a giant pickle jar on our brand new Axminster carpet.
5The pickles scattered over the entire Mess and members
spent 20 minutes retrieving them from under the billiard
table, passages, etc. Eventually we managed to get them
back in the jar so in future Mr. Hurley will be justified in
saying that Lofty's pickles have whiskers on them.
Incidentally both these gentlemen are bowing to "Anno
Domini" and are easy meat for C/Sgt. Barber on the
games tables. Mess members were surprised to find a
giant sleigh otitside Sgt. Sweeny's room. We believe he
uses it to pull Mr. Hurley and Turmaine up the hill on
Thursday lunch time for the T.A. conferences. May we
ask Sgt. Sweeny what were the contents of the large sacks
which he smuggled through the Mess the other evening ?
Surely the I.R.A. is not raising its ugly head again. Finally,
may these notes be closed with a welcome to C/Sgt.
Spence who arrived at the end of t5e month, complete
with seven kitbags and miscellaneous bags. He is
proceeding to West Africa in a clerical capacity. .

4th Battalion

N

OW that the close season
is upon us the Battalion
once again retires into
its shell except perhaps for
Support Company, who con
tinue to fire their weapons
whenever they get the slightest
1
chance.
It is with much regret that
we say goodbye to Captain
Collins, our old Adjutant,
who has now taken up his new
appointment as Deputy Assist
ant Director Territorial Army
at the War Office. We wish
him the very best of luck and
hope that the job won't interfere too much with
his summer activities! We also sincerely hope
that he will come down from his pedestal from
time to time and deign to remedy any difficulties
that present themselves to our new Adjutant,
Captain Barrett, whose welcome we temper
with sympathy!
Our two other departures are Mr. Lott and
Sgt. Edwards, much regretted by all ranks.
Mr. Lott had been Orderly Room Sergeant for
two years and his value to us over that period,
once taken for granted, is now making itself
manifest. We wish him the very best of luck with
the R.A.F.
Sgt. Edwards, the Bde. Signal Sergeant, ended
his long attachment at the end of the month. He
came to us from Bde. H.Q. nearly four years ago
for a fortnight's attachment to help out in signal
instruction. His attachment has been such a
long one that we feel that he must have been
forgotten until only recently.
We extend a cordial welcome to Mr. Whitley,
who has taken over the duties of Orderly Room
Sergeant and hope he enjoys his stay with us.
The T.A. year ended with the officers "dining
in" at the County Hotel on the 30th October.
It is on such rare occasions as this that the
majority of the officers can really get together.
The following regimental guests were present;—
Col. D. J. Deane, Lt.Col. T. RoscowReid and
Lt.Col, G. E. F. Oliver.
The Annual Rifle and L.M.G. Classification
was completed between the 14th and 21st October.
The standard of shooting has improved consider
ably and we hope that next year we shall have a ,
100 per cent, attendance;
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H.Q. COMPANY—CANTERBURY
Before commencing a record of the activities compressed
by this Company into the month of October we feel that
mention should be made of the names of those who took
part in the historic March through London on 18th
August. The Colour Party consisted of Lieut. Lees,
King's Colour Ensign/ Sgts. Sherman (P.S.I.), Sgt. Sweeny,
Sgt. Kemp, escorts, and Sgt. Bell, Cpl. Neaves and Cpl.
Williams who marches with the 4 Buffs Detachment.
We have to report the loss of C/Sgt. Lott to the Royal
Air Force, and a loss it is too. It would have been hard
to find a man with the T.A. more at heart. Another
great loss is Sgt. Edwards; the Signal Platoon is now
without its oneman brains trust!
Company Training this month was a miscellany of
Weapon Training and night compass marching which
culminated in a night exercise and a final 6hour exercise.
Both activities took place in the unknown wilds which lie
to the east of Bridge, and constitute the home of our
Company Commander, the Laird of St. Peter's Lane.
The area is much better for training, as unlike the Old
Park (where most of our lads did their courting in days
gone by), it is relatively less stampedon ground.
The exercise began in waning light and consisted of the
Battle drill for taking over a platoon defensive position.
It should be recorded that Cpl. Williams dug down
4 ft. 3 in. (measured by eye, checked by rangefinger).
By nightfall the enemy, represented by the P.S.I, (and
assisted by six National Servicemen on draft for Malaya),
began to hot us up. With unusual sagacity we refused to
be drawn and the Section Commander held the fire until
the main attack developed. All very boring to the reader,
but it taught us more than halfadozen books by
Ludendorf.
One final note: we are all happy to hear the Company
Commander is now the proud possessor of another
daughter and our congratulations have duly gone forth—
Mrs. Prestige receiving them in person in the Tap Room
of the "Mermaid" where we terminated our 6hour battle.
*
*
*
"S" COMPANY—ASHFORD, CRANBROOK AND
TENTERDEN
Our 17Pounder AntiTank Gun arrived at long last
on 10th October. We can now settle down, other dis
tractions permitting, to some intensive training. Our
muscles must surely increase in size after throwing the
gun about for a week or two.
We are pleased to welcome Pte. Rigden who has joined
us as a volunteer; we Feel sure that his driving experience
will prove of great value.
We had another successful dance on 12th October,
with an attendance of about 200.
The Mortar Platoon are having a weekend at Lydd
during November, when they will be firing their 3in.
Mortars. It is hoped to raise three teams.
The Pioneer Platoon has made satisfactory progress
during the month. We are hoping to have a Mines
demonstration on 28th November put on by the School
of Military Engineering.


*

*

"B" COMPANY—WHITSTABLE AND HERNE BAY
We welcome Pte. R. Shephard to the Company being
the only National Serviceman posted to the Company
during the month. We hope that his stay with us will be
a pleasant one, and hope that in future we will see more
National Servicemen during our Social Evenings.
on page vi.

Past and Present
Association
Life Members
OCTOBER 1ST—OCTOBER 31ST, 1951
H.Q. Roll.—Burditt, J. M., Capt.
®
1st Battalion Branch.—Bassett, G., Cpl., Bonus, C.,
Cpl., Single, A., Cpl., Smith, C., Cpl., Colyer, A., Cpl.,
Kay, M., Cpl., Foxall, A., Cpl., Hardy, J., Cpl., Hibburd,
O., Cpl., Beal, H., Cpl., Edwards, B. A., Cpl.
London Branch.—Orgar, D. V., Gilham, E. J.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Barden, A.

Annual

embers

OCTOBER 1ST—OCTOBER 31ST, 1951

H.Q. Roll.—Lining ton, J. S., Lieut.
1st Battalion Branch.—Thomas, E. B., Lieut.
Weald Branch—Harris, C.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Larkins, W., Tiftsley,
Sinclair, A. H.
*

.

#

G.,

*

Grants—Benevolent Fund
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
October, 1951, are :—
,
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
... 31 5 11
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...
... 72 4 6

Ashford Branch
Ladies Guild
The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild was
held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday, October
10th, at 3 p.m.
The Chairman (Mrs. King) presided, and the
Minutes of the last meeting were read and sighed.
Letters were read from the Men's Branch
accepting the invitation to a social evening on
October 13th.
Report was given upon the following sick
members:—Mrs. Hogben and Miss Miles.
Pians for the Saturday evening social were
discussed. There being no further business, the
meeting was closed.
The ladies were all astir on Saturday evening,
October 13th. The Chairman (Mrs. King)
welcomed members from the Men's Branch,
after which the fun and laughter began. Old
fashioned games were played by all; songs were
sung by Miss Constants, Mr. Beale and Mr.
Mills, and a recitation given by Mrs. King.
The refreshments, all made by members of the
4 6
Ladies' Guild, were thoroughly enjoyed.
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Many thanks were due to Mr. Hogben for the
use of his radiogram.
Short speeches were made by Mr. Stace (Chair
man of the Men's Sports Committee) and Mr.
Coleman (Chairman of the Men's Branch).
The evening concluded with a record of The
Buffs Regimental March/,


#

*

Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of,the 194th Monthly Meeting held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, 5th October, 1951.
Mr. W. Mount was in the chair and about 19
members were present.
Apologies were received from Col. D. J. Dean
and Major J. E. Wills for their absence.
Minutes of the previous meeting were read
and confirmed.
Matters arising from the Minutes were" the
InterBranch Shooting Competition. The Secre
ary reported that Colonel Dean had been able to
get the loan .of two rifles and so the Branch can
enter for the competition.
The Chairman then read a letter from A. W.
Gamage of Holborh (London), and it was carried
unanimously that we purchase the presents for
the children's Christmas Party from them.
Poppy Wreath for Armistice Sunday. It was
proposed and carried that we order one the same
as in former years.
The dart match between Sandwich and
Sittingbourne to be played at Canterbury.
The Booby was won by Mr. C. Parks, and
should have been given by Mr. Martin, who was
not present, so no prize. Making 9/6.
The meeting then closed and on with the dart
match.
Our team that played against Sandwich at
Canterbury on 13th October were as follows:—
A. Croucher, A. Lewis, A. Croucher, W. Kent,
~ E. Croucher, (captain), E. Croucher, Jun. F.
Rains and W. Sinclair.
On behalf of the Sittingbourne Branch I thank
Canterbuiy Branch for the use of their Club
Room and also for the refreshments they supplied.
*
*
*

Ramsgate Branch
Our October Meeting was a big success. It
was nice to see so many officers and other ranks
reviving old friendships and chatting about old
times; Major A. Taylor looked much better, and
Captain Speakman is well again and doing well

with that rifle on the mat. Ben Hogben is pleased
to have him back in the shooting team again.
I was disappointed with the attendance of
l/4th Buffs at the Reunion Dinner, but five went
up from Ramsgate and I can tell you it was an
excellent show, good food, and the comradeship
of 1914 is still present—a good show.
Our best wishes go to Mr. Colman, Chairman
of the Ashford Branch. Very nice of him to come
to Ramsgate. He is a welcome visitor.
Dick Atkins is getting plenty of practise for
our next fishing competition. Dick is willing to
give lessons on Good Fishing and good "Wallop".
Now for the meeting notes:—
When the Ramsgate Branch of the Past and
Present Association The Buffs met at the Free
masons' Tavern, High Street, last week, the
Chairman, Mr. C. P. Fakley, extended a warm
welcome to the branch's president^ Major A. J. H.
Taylor, after his recent illness.
Major Taylor said he appreciated the mem
bers' sympathy and inquiries during his absence/
The Buffs spirit, he said, was very predominant
in the Ramsgate Branch and it always gave him
very great pleasure to meet Buff comrades. Now
that his health was improved he looked forward
to being present at their meetings more often.
Major Taylor asked every member to en
deavour to rope in Buff comrades as members
of the Association. The Past and Present
Association was not a veterans' club; it welcomed
not only those who served in the Regiment in the
last war, but also those now serving. The younger
generation of Buffs should join and so play their
part in carrying on the traditions of the regiment.
The speaker added that he saw both Regular
and Territorial battalions on parade and in their
recent duties in London and he was greatly
impressed by their efficiency. He was proud of
having served in the Regiment.
Major H. Martin, thanking Major Taylor for
his remarks, stated that after 40 years in the Regi
ment, he was sorry that the County Regiment
system had changed, but he thought that once a
soldier had worn the dragon it represented the
regimental spirit.
That comradeship had always existed during
his long service in the Regiment. He endorsed
Major Taylor's hope that the younger Buffs
would step in and take their place in the associ
ation.
Others present at the meeting were Captain
H. H. Knight, Captain K. F. Speakman, Messrs.
E. H. Swendell, W. H. Austin, W. Costiri and
B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
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The Secretary announed that the Branch had
purchased a copy of the Regimental History
Records of The Buffs 19191948 and the book
would be loaned to members.

On Remembrance Sunday we hope to have our
President and Chairman to lay the Branch
Wreath on the Park Memorial at 11 a.m. We
hope for a big attendance of other members.
It is with regret that we learn The Buffs are
under orders for Egypt, but may we offer them
our best regards for a speedy return.
Now that winter evenings are upon us, we hope
to get a few outings going, otherwise we shall
be starved for notes.

Margate Branch
The monthly meeting for October, held at the
Drill Hall, Hawley Square, on the 3rd, showed
an improvement in attendance, but, even so,
the number of members who put in ah appear
ance was small in comparison with the strength
of the Branch.
The Chair was taken by Mr. R. H. Harmah,
who we were pleased to see had recovered from
his recent indisposition.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read by
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. J. Shakeshaft, and were
accepted and signed.
The Secretary stated that he had heard from
Major Jarman that, owing to pressure of business,
he was reluctantly compelled to relinquish the
captaincy of the Rifle Club. Mr. B. Breed con
sented to act in that capacity, and was thanked
by the Chairman.
After some discussion it was decided to
recommence the monthly Committee Meetings,
which had been discontinued during the summer
months. A proposition was carried that they
should be held bn the third Wednesday of each
month, instead of as formerly, on the last one.
It should be noted that these are "open" evenings,
the deliberations of the Committee being quickly
disposed of, and all members are welcome to
attend and enjoy the amenities provided.
The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Gander, had brought
along the books of tickets for the Christmas
Draw, which he had made sure were ready this
year in good time. Members who have not yet
had theirs can obtain same from him or from the
Secretary. We do not want this to be a big success
again. The prizes will be both good and
numerous.
*

*

t

*

Heme Bay Branch
At the last monthly meeting it was decided that
our Chairman and Secretary should represent the
Branch at the Annual General Meeting, on
Saturday, 3rd of November.
It is with great pleasure that I have to report
that, at the Annual General Meeting of the
Herne Bay Branch of the British Legion, four
of our Branch members were elected to their
Committee, thus putting us on the map.

* ,

*

*

. .

.

Folkestone Branch
There is not much I can write about this, month,
but a Dragon without something from Folkestone
is unthinkable.
First and foremost I regret to say our Chairman
has been far from well. Infact he has been spend
ing a longish spell in bed. I'm glad to hear he is
now on the mend and we are hoping to see him
around again in the near future. At pur last
monthly meeting he brought along his cine
projector and gave us a show which contained,
among other things, a reel of the Battalion
Guard duties in London recently. The members
of the T.A. came in with their lady friends and
some kiddies for a "second house". This was
very much appreciated by all of us, especially as a
short of the one and only Charlie was in the
programme.
Our ^Secretary has been in collision with a
petrol blow lamp and I'm very sorry to say his
face is showing the effect in no uncertain manner.
Harry, though, is still his unruffled self. Here's
hoping it will soon heal up with no after effects.
Now we are told the Battalion is to go to the
Middle East. Oh, dear! our visit from the
Sergeants' Mess will have to be postponed again.
We all wish them a safe and speedy return.
Mr. Bigg attended the funeral of one of his old
pals of 1921 who passed over last week. He had
been ailing for some time, I understand. I don't
know his regimental number, but I do know
his name was Bennett, and that he was a Life
Member, being roped in by our old pal, Sid Follet.
On Saturday we travel to Sittingbourne to play
London "A" in the semifinal of the Darts Cup.
May it be one of those evenings Sittingbourne*
Branch know how to arrange so well. I have
memories of some in the past.
*

*

*

Brighton Branch

This Branch isn't dead, but it hasn't shown
great signs of life in its notes during the last three
months or so. The Secretary had been on duty
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The special gift either for the special
recipient or the special occasion re
quires more than ordinary care in its
selection. Sometimes it is indeed diffi
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The

Goldsmiths
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Silversmiths
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and

organisations

in
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Brighton Branch—continued from page 244.

for one of the meeting nights, and on leave for
the next, and in spite of asking some other abler
pens to write notes, nothing happens. The same
applies to the lack of notes for our trip to Canter
bury in August, in spite of a promise that the
notes would be written up and posted. Eight or
nine of the old faithful turn up for our meetings
out of twentyfive members on the books—it
isn't really good enough, especially now that we
have the use of the R.E. Social Club. We don't
even sell our dozen copies of The Dragon now,
so we are in a bad way and will have to close down
unless more members attend.
Regimental Gazette—continued from page 232.

Capt. J. C. T. Crozier, having exceeded the age
limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the
Res. of Offrs., 3rd Oct., 1951, and is granted the
hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. (Wax Subs. Capt.) J. C. T. Crozier (18907)
to be Capt., 1st January, 1949.
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) Orme Lawrence Neville
Scott from Spec. List (ex. Ind. Army) retired to
be Capt., 10th Oct., 1951, retaining the hon. rank
of Maj.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2nd Lt. J. T. Bett is granted the actg. rank of
Lt., 15th Oct., 1951.
2nd Lt. J. R. Sambrook is granted the actg.
rank of Lt., 15th Oct., 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF
OFFICERS
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) J. W. Smith relinquishes his
commn., 21st July, 1951, retaining the hon.
rank of Capt.

1st Bn. A/Tank Platoon—continued from page 240.
two months' training and play our small part in the
Division. On our arrival we began a concentrated fortnight
of training for the "Z" Reservists. All of them left with
at least some knowledge of the 17pdr. Then followed
the (comparative) calm before the storm, the storm being
a series of vigorous exercises in all of which we acquitted
ourselves reasonably well.
The culmination of our training came with two
mammoth exercises known as "Merry Widow" and
"Surprise Packet". The firpL a fiver crossing, Was regarded;
with great apprehension, for all of us visualised < 17pdr.
guns residing at the bottom of the Thames ! However,
in spite of gas attacks, bombing raids and various other
hazards, we all made our way safely across, even if it was
only a Class Abridge.

"Surprise Packet" proved an even greater trial for man.
and carrier. After a brief respite at Bordon we started
the exercise with a tactical move to Salisbury Plain where
we''fought" for four days before we received the welcome
message "exercise ends....". To mention all who
excelled on the scheme would rather resemble a nominal
roll, but bouquets must go to Sgt. Brice who, at all times,
was punctual with his ration rounds and particularly so
on one evening in the face of*'£nemy patrols".
In retrospect, we have learnt much from our ardupus
weeks in the field, and all pf us' feel that we are of some
value to the Battalion.
*
The best of luck to oUr Far East draft, Whom we hope
gained some knowledge during their time with us. They
are Ptes. Hartnup, Fennel, Nash and Garman.
4/5 Bn., "B" <2mapmxy^ddntit^dfipmpdgef242.
The Entertainments Committee have been very busy
organising Badminton Classes, Dart Teams and Housey
Housey. The attendance has not so far been particularly
good but we hope for better attendance in the near future.
We thank our ladies for their assistance with refresh
ments and regular attendance.
The Company Rifle Teaip; has again been victorious.
Our opponents were the ExService's Club, Herrie Bay,
being the return match.
Congratulations to Sgt. Joyce and Pte. Sarrmgton,
both of the A.C.C., who have passed their Anniial Range
Course L.M.G. 'Well done.
'

-

*

*

*

"D " COMPANY—FOLKESTONE
We have had a full month. Much beer and many
v
activities.
'
A weekend scheme in the early part of the month was
an instant success, and very well attended. Amongst
others the objective was a certain "Gate"—symbolic, of
course.
\ \\ .
A couple of weeks, later, we are glad to say that this
particular objective was reversed, when the Mountain
came to Mahomet; and a very good time was had by all.
We are also glad to say that we gave the "Gate"; a very
good game at darts, and came off best—perhaps it was
our skill which won the day—or perhaps the quality of
our beer, to which of course we are immune by long usage.
Other items of general interest were of course the dance
which we held on Friday, 19th October, and of course
Fencing Instruction.
Here we are lucky in having the services of a qualified
fencing instructor from Shorncliffe who has voluntarily
agreed to come down and assist.

PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
Folkestone Branch—Ladies Guild
lection with
A ' ' Bring and BUy" JSal£ tqdk t i f f 6
[ail oil 3rd
the fortnightly Meeting held ih toe^
October.
,.j. v * ^
.. , ,
Members present lriclikldd IKd C^iMan^Mrjs. CR. sG..
Wood, who was ably .assisted^by, qa^mbers^, of , the
Committee.
* ^ <> „i< ! LT
*.
A warm welcomeAvas extended to visiting members of
the Dover and. SittingbburiQ ^Branches, but disappoint
ment was felt that more members from these Branches
did not avail theniselves of the invitation to attend.
A very enjoyable Meeting closed with tea being served
to those present. —

How to get "The Dragon"

Talaphone 2107

VOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone: CANTERBURY 4784.

Secretary: MAJOR A J. PKARBTH.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs
3. ASHFORD

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mf. W. Coleman

4. LONDON

Mr. R. W. Billings

Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. W. Miles, 118 Herbert Road, South
Willesborough, Ashford Kent
Mr. F. Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

Meeting Dates and Place*

16. DEAL

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
^ 
Third Saturday in each month, Priufcfe?;
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West"
minster, 7.30 p.m.
Major J. C. Jackson
Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover
First Thursday in each mohth^ "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.
Col. F. B. Burns, T.D.
Mr. F. Maxwell 7 Stone Street,Cranbrook, HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third We&esday
Kent.
in each month, British Legion' Hbusfe,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Mn F. C. Cox
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road, Last Saturday in each month, The Two'
Rochester
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester!
7.30 p.m.
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue, First Friday in each mo&th, Drill HiUt,.
Milton Regis
Fast Street, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Mr. B. F. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Ramsgate
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Mr. R. H. Harman
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
First Wednesday in each month, Prill Hall,
Broadstairs
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Mr. L. R. Peirce, 50 Paraker Way, Horn
Last Wednesday in each month, British
street, Hythe.
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. L F. Fafratt
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton', Tonford Lane, First Friday in each month, RhodaUS Town
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Mr. W. Stanard
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Second Monday in each month, British
Bay
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Major A. A. West
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank CreSent, First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Folkestone
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
Mr. H. Taylor
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
First Tuesday iu each month, Drill Halt,
Sandwich
8 p.m.
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,

17. FAVBRSHAM

Capt. J. Green

Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham

18. BRIGHTON

Capt. R. J. Robertson

Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Brighton

19. DBNMARK

Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. S. F. Frederiksen, St. Hansgade,
4 Kobenhavn, N. Denmark

5. DOVER
6. WEALD
7. MEDWAY
8.

SlTTINGBOURNK

9. RAMSOATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
18.

HERNE BAY

14. FOLKESTONE
15. SANDWICH

Deal

First Tuesday in each month, Royal
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Monday in each mouth, j&.F.
Record Social Club, TheCollege, Ditchlihg
Rise, Brighton, 8 p.m.
7th Day in each month, Keglebanfcns
Selskabslokaler Bernstorffsgade 7, Copen
hagen, 7.30 p.m.

GROUPS
(a)
(b)

s) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

d) Medway, Siftingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD
President: HON. MRS, P. G. SCARLHYT
1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs* D. F. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, j.p.

8. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

4. DEAL

Mrs. Fast

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHVORD

Mrs. L. King

7. SiTTIMOBOVMNC

Mrs. M. E. Dean

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. F. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourae

Branch

[SB

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, . T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m..
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Fourth Tuesday in each month Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill
Hall, Rast Street, Sittingbourue, 6.45 t>nu

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Colonel-in Chief : His Majesty Frederik IX, K. G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral* lion. P. G. .Scarlett, C.B., M.C-, D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name

CAPTAINS—continued
... T/Maj., DAQMG., Scottish Command.
Court, D. N.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, H.Q., B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn.
Nash, J P. ...
ffrench Blake, M. A. O' t. ... 1st Bn.
... S.C., G.H.Q., MELF.
Iliffe, R. O
... Depot,
Hadshar, G.
... S.C., 'A', Cyrenaica Dist.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... 4th Bn.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... G.S.0.3, H.Q. Br., Tps., Sudan.
Dent, J. E
... 1st Bn.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
... 1st Bn.
Marshall, F.
... 1st Bn.
Dubois, G. E, M.C.
... 1st Bn. Queens Royal R|igt., B.A.O.R.
Peckham, A. D.
... 1st Bn.
Squire, S. J....
... War Office.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
... 2nd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Willows, D. A.
... Course, U.K.
Wilson, P. F.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
... Language Course.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANT COLONELS

§Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E ...
fParrv, F. W. B
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Parry, R. F.yAf.C. ...
Connolly, J. R., D'.S.O.
Craig, B. H, ...
Jelf, A. G. ...
Craddock.R .W.J)>S.O., M.B.E
Atkinson, J. 6,, 6.B.E
 ...
Grace, H.'R.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
Yates, G. H. A
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. ...
Rawlings, A. C
Horley, B. M.
May, J. F. ...
Ravenhill, R. A. C
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ...
Dendy, R. H..
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N F. H. C
Majendie, A. E
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C

T/Col., Adm. Plans, G.H.Q., MELF.
T/Col., H.C.Bde.
att. Depot.

MAJOR^ \S

Div. Battle School, MELF.
T/Col., School of Infantry.
T/Lt.CoL, 1st Bn.
^
Depot.
T/Lt.Coh, 4th Bn.
T/Brig., War Office
T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt., MELF.
5th Bn. Nigeria Regt.
School of Infantry.
T/Iyt Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
H.Q. Armd. Div., B.A.O.R.
DAQMG., H.Q., B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
W. Africa.
1st Bn.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
CAPTAINS

West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
Ward, M. W.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
Mitchell, P. J. ...
Pilcher, R. A. ...

Staff College, Camberley.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
School of Infantry.
GS.O.3, War Office
T/Maj. DAQMG, FARELF.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
T/Maj. G (SD) 2, G.H.Q., MELF.
Gold Coast Recruits Trg. Centre
Malay Regt.

Blaxland, W. G
Gay, A. W. ...
Montgomery, D. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., Mt.C
Collins, H. A,
Critchley, L. P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
f Supernumerary

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D,
O'Geary, M. G.
Buckeridge. M.
Bailey, C. F.; M.C. ...
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. L. L, T.D. .

.

Williams, L. J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.
Kille, W. E

Short Service Commissions

CAPTAINS

Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E.
Leates, M. M.C
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Sherwood, R.JD.
Pitkin, W. H.
Carey, R., M.C.
...
Robertson, R..J
Elliott, N.
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
McGrath, G. A
Bloomer. R. H.

Griffin, C. J.
French, B.G.J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
MulUns, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.

T/Maj., War Office.
att. Depot, Course, U.K.
3 A.B.T.C.

MELF.

att. Depot, Course, U.K.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Kong.
13 Trav. Wing, W. Command.
Depot.
Depot.
9 Trav. Wing, E. Anglia Dist.
att. Depot, Course U.K.
P.R.O., Tripolitania Dist.
War Office.
Aldershot District.
Depot.
1st Bn.
N. Ireland District.

LIEUTENANTS

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
FARELF.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Airborne Forces Depot.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

...
...
...
...
...
...

1st Bn.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st" Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS
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EDITORIAL

A

RMY Order 136/1951 states that His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to approve
the grant of the battle honour "Belleisle" (the Seven Years War, 17561763), in recognition
of services rendered in that war, to The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).
This battle honour has also been granted to the Royal Norfolk Regiment, Green Howards, Royal
Scots Fusiliers, Worcestershire Regiment, East Lancashire Regiment, Royal Hampshire Regiment
and the Welch Regiment.
A short account of the expedition, taken from the Historical Records of the Buffs, 17041814, by
C. R. B. Knight, will be found elsewhere in this issue.
*

He

*

After very careful consideration the Executive Committee has recommended to the Colonel of
the Regiment, who has approved, that the selling price of The Dragon be raised as from January
1st, 1952. Greatly increased costs of production have necessitated this decision.
The new rates will be 1/ a copy, or 1/2 a copy post free. For subscribers who pay by cheque,
postal order, or on banker's order, the subscription will be 14/ a year or 7/ a half year, post free,
from the month following the expiration of their current subscription. Fresh banker's orders are
being despatched to those affected.
It is earnestly hoped by the Committee that present subscribers will realise the absolute necessity
for raising the cost of the journal and will continue their support to it.
*

*

*

We wish our readers and advertisers a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
*

W

*

*

Personalia

E regret to record the death of Brigadier
General C. L. Porter, on 11th November,
aged 79 years, and offer our sympathy
to his wife and family.

*

5k

*

We congratulate Colonel and Mrs. Crookenden
on the birth of another grandchild.

Colonel and Mrs. Norman Hart are leaving
Edinburgh and coming to live at Sandwich.
*

*

*

We hear that Colonel and Mrs. Strettell were
at the Whaddon Chase Hunt Ball on 30th
November.
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LieutColonels j. P. W, Samuelson and $. O.
Sweetman have recently attended a fortnight's
rejjfesher course at the Staff College,
Major A, W. Andrews has moved from Sturry
to 207 Old Dover Road, Canterbury.


""

'

*

*,

.

*

 ' '

Captain W. G. Blaxland Jias been appointed
Brigade Major (T,A.) as &om^ January 1st,
liSl. His Headquarters will be at Tunbridge
Wells. "Flighty Thought", now having a rest
from racing, will also be in residence there and
his owner hopes to have him out in straight
Chases in the Spring.
*

*

*

A correspondent writes that, from the top of
a 'bus, he saw Mrs. Hulke the other day in Deal,
looking very well.
*

*

*

r;

Mrs. Maiden has been undergoing treatment
in hospital. She is better and convalescing with
relations in Suffolk.
Miss Vivie Power has been having treatment
in St, Mary's Hospital (Lindo Wing) and is
progressing favourably.
*

*

*

We regret to record the death of Mr. A. E.
Coveney at 60 Lilyville Road, Fulham, on
November 10th. We offer our sympathy to his
family.
*

*

*

In our February number of this year we
related that Mr. F. Kennett, late of the 4th
Battalion, was in the District Hospital, Pembury,
Kent. He is still there having had a long and
trying period of treatment with many set backs.
We understand that he has been visited, which
he greatly appreciated, and hope that over the
Christmas period he may receive further visits.
#
*
*
Mr. W. S. Hawkins (6287109) left England in
May and is working with a building firm about
five miles from Melbourne. He expects to be
out there for five years and then to come home
for a holiday.
He is well housed and fed and likes his job,
*
*
*
DEATH
PORTER.—'On November 11th, 1951, Brigaaier
General Cyril Lachlan Porter, C.B., C.M.G.,
, 04.0,, late The Buffs, in his 80th year, beloved
Husband of Violet and son of the late Frederick
Lachlan and Cecilia Porter.

In Memoiiam
BRIGADIERGENERAL & U PQRTER*
C.B., E.M.A, D.S.O.
born 4th June, 1872; died 11th November, 1951
YRIL Lachlan Porter joined the Buffs in
January, 1893, and quickly established
himself as a very promising soldier and
extremely good at all games. A firstrate horse
man he was an excellent polo player and excelled
too at cricket, rackets and lawn tennis. He took
part, with the 1st Battalion, in the Chitral and
NorthWest Frontier Campaigns of 1895, '97
and '98 and was awarded the General Service
Medal, 1895, with clasps Relief of Chitral, 1895,
and Punjab Frontier, 189798. Promotedeaptain
in November, 1899, he was appointed adjutant
(to Lieut.Colonel A. E. Ommaney)F the foilowing
April, in succession to Captain R. F. Pearson.
Later, in 1914, having been posted to the 2nd
Battalion as major he returned with it to England
and thence to Flanders where he was soon
wounded; after various Staff appointments he
was given command of the 79th Brigade until
the end of 1918; then of a brigade of the Home
Forces and then of one in India; his last
appointment Was as Area Commandant Zhob
Independent Brigade Area from 1925 to 1929
when he retired. Meantime he had received the
brevet of lieutenantcolonel and colonel, the
C.B., C.M.G. and, D.S.O. and had been
mentioned eight times in despatches.
Chicken Porter, the name by which he was
always known to his multitude of friends, was
a member of the Band of Brothers. He married
in 1905 Violet Ethel, daughter of the late E. T.
Naylor of Kilmeston, Hampshire, who survives
him; as does their daughter, as a small girl
universally known as Bubbles, now the wife of
Major H. R. Hall, D.S.O., M.C., of the Royal
Artillery, by whom she had two sons. Brigadier
General Porter died at his home at Hungerford
after a long illness at the age of 79.

C

*

*

*

MABEL CONSTANCE McDOUALL
died 14th September, 1951
Belated though it is, owing to a number of un
.preyentable causes, the passing of this charming
and gfacious lady cannot be omitted from the
pages of The Dragon; for it is nearly fifty years
since her marriage to Brigadier R. McDouail,
then a captain, brought her into the family life
of the Regiment and made friends of all of us.
Her sister had already married Major L. G, N;
Eales, who died in the South African War; they
were the daughters of General Sir Charles
Pennington.
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Soon after the First World War General and
Mrs. McDouall and their children came to live
at Canterbury and there Mrs. McDouall re
mained for some time after the general's death,
so that friendships begun whilst Robert McDouall
was still serving were cemented after his retire
ment. There was a calmness and serenity about
Mabel McDouall that was quite beautiful. The
deepest sympathy flows to Robin and Nan, her
son and daughter.
*

*

*

CHARLES HUGH GREGORYHOOD
born 6th February, 1877; died 30th October, 1951
Major Hood's early days in Her Majesty's
service were spent in the Royal Marines—the
sea being the hereditary element of his family.
His father was brother to the 4th Viscount Hood
and later had to assume the additional name and
arms of Gregory. Charlie Hood served in the
South African War as A.D.C. to General
SmithDorrien and when the general proposed
to recommend him for a decoration he preferred
to be transferred to the Buffs; joined the 1st
Battalion in India, and returned with them to
Dover in 1904. He had been promoted captain
on 7th December, 1901, and became a major,
Jike everybody else of his seniority, on 1st
September, 1915. Meanwhile Captain Hood had
retired and joined the Shropshire Battery
(Territorial) R.H.A. in January, 1913, but he
rejoined the 2nd Battalion in Flanders soon
after the outbreak of the 1st World War. Here,
by an odd coincidence, he met his old com
mander, General SmithDorrien, now com
manding the Corps in which was the 2nd
Battalion, and he was translated to the Staff.
Charlie Hood was a delightful companion;
a fine horseman; a good shot; and extremely
goodlooking. He leaves a widow and two
children.
*

*

*

*

*

*

"The Coldstream Guards,

The capture of the island
of Belle Isle, 1761

T

Arriving off the coast of Belle Isle on 7th
April all attempts to effect a landing were
frustrated until, on the 22nd, owing to the
gallantry of Brigadier Lambert and the grenadiers
of the Green Howards, Hodgson's force was
able to gain a footing between the villages of la
Maria and Sauzon. By the next day the infantry
was firmly established on the island, but bad
weather prevented the landing of the guns for
a fortnight. The French, meanwhile, had retired
into the strongly defended citadel of Palais,
and the British commander, feeling uncertain
whether his force was of sufficient strength to
capture it, applied for reinforcements. > His
request was granted, and the Prime Minister,
William Pitt, in writing, on the 6th May, to
congratulate Hodgson on his successful landing
informed him that there were now being sent
to him—
"our old Battalion, the Buffs, stationed at
Hilsea Barracks, and the other Battalion of
Craufurd's quartered at Plymouth."
Writing again, on 23rd May, Pitt says, "There
is great reason to hope that the Buffs will have
joined you by this time." It was not, however,
until 30th May that the first three companies of
the Regiment arrived, followed the next day by
the remaining six.
After a gallant resistance the Governor, the
Chevalier St. Croix, was forced to capitulate on
7th June.
The Buffs were much below strength at this
time probably due to lack of recruits to fill the
losses sustained through casualties and disease
in the capture of Guadeloupe two years earlier.
The Regiment was commanded during this
expedition by Major John Biddulph and re
mained in Belle Isle a further eight months
before once again it took an active part in the
War.

19201946"

HERE was assembled at Portsmouth, in
March, 1761, an expedition the object of
which was the capture of the island of
Belle Isle, off the coast of Brittany, which would
form a convenient base for the blockade of the
French coast.
MajorGeneral Studholme Hodgson was in
command of the troops and Admiral Keppel of
the ten ships of the line which were to cooperate
with them.

By Michael Howard and John Sparrow
[The following extract has been sent by the
Regimental Historian.—Ed.]
Page 251.
"XT was only the superlative courage of the
I Buffs that saved this attack from complete
*disaster. They landed at midday on 12th
April. The Fantails of their leading companies
stuck on mud flats and were hit oneby One by
fire from Tiger tanks and S P. guns. As the
men jumped out they were picked off by machine
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gun fire. One company reached the shore to be
entirely cut off; the other, two platoons strong,
charged across 500 yards of open and mine
strewn ground to seize a bridge across which
ran one of the only two roads through the
Argenta* gap. There they remained, repulsing
every counterattack, for more than sixty hours,
while the Coldstream attacked overland to
bring relief."
cf. Historical Records of The Buffs, 19191948,
pp. 317323.
*

*

*

The 6th (S) Bn. The Buffs
Dinner
"A LOOK ROUND THE ROOM"
HE Talbot Restaurant near Liverpool
Street Station was the rendezvous of some
seventy or more Buffs during the evening of
13th October, 1951.
On entering the Restaurant being guided
thereto by buff and blue ties near the entrance,
I made my way to the Reception where I soon
foundV myself in good company. In quick
succession I was shaking hands with our
President, Major Terry (remember him as the
Fairy Princess in the 12th Divisional Pantomime
of 1915 ?), then with our VicePresident, Captain
Linwood, who later confessed he had not had a
day's illness since he enlisted in the 1890s—
then I found myself in the midst of a circle
comprising Harold Colman, our one time
Signalling Corporal; Jesse Carr, another sig
naller; one of the unfortunates at Cambrai,
Cpl. Blacker; Jack Stocks, one of the few
survivors of Cory's Company; Jack Mutimer
from Nottingham, another of Cory's men;
Staples from Ashford, where he is head of a
transport business, and several other fine fellows.
Then I was having a word with Lieut. Osmond,
now of the B.B.C. and still showing marks of
the fighting in. 1916; then with Lieut. Grey,
another of our stalwarts; then our great friend
and comrade Rennells from Canterbury came
in bringing with him some dozen or more com
rades from East Kent; a word or two next
with Bill Cotter's brother, who brought with
him his brother's V.C* Then I found myself
with some of our guests, Jock Clayton, Jim
Collins, Major Enright, Bert Gould, the worthy
Secretary of our London Branch, and Captain
Emery as chirpy as ever, also a guest from the
Air Force, Mr. Bayden. Then I was having one
with my old friend SgL Eddie Brittan, wounded
with the 1st Battalion in 1915. Here I was
introduced to Brigadier Rice, who informed us

T

later in a brief after dinner speech that he had
just dropped in not as a guest, however, but
as one who had served in France with the 6th
Battalion and therefore was glad to have been
associated with such a fine lot of fellows.
At 7.20 we all trooped upstairs where we were
greeted by the sight of the nicely set out tables
decorated with many bowls of fine chrysanthe
mums and a nice array of coloured bottles on
the side table to help us to remember or forget.
At 7.30 having filled up the tables, our Chair
man called on us to be upstanding in silent
remembrance of comrades who had passed over
either during the War or since; and whilst
standing in silence one could not but call to
memory some of the gallant officers and men
of the 6th Battalion who fell in France. Among
the former, Majors Soames, Furley; Captains
G. B. T. Friend, Davidson; Lieuts. Hamilton
Grieg (the son of the Managing Director of
Cory's), LeeSmith, Redshaw, Phillimore; and
from the other ranks, C.S.M. "Jobber" Lond
of "A" Company, C.S.M. Tommy Glover of
"C" Company and C.S.M. Lemar from "D"
Company; also our one and only Cpl. Bill
Cotter, v.c. From the ranks too came a vision
of Ptes. Tommy Harrington, Lovesay and young
Pettifer, all volunteers and splendid soldiers.
Then a thought for our first President, Captain
Ernie Carter, M.C., a great leader who made us
promise to continue these annual gatherings
until we all had ended the last route march and
were resting in the peaceful billets above.
During the Dinner our President, Major
Terry, welcomed the guests, particularly referring
to the presence of our friend from Denmark,
Mr. Christiansen. Then our Chairman, in a
few words, commented on the absence of R.S.M.
Jeffery ; he sent him a word of sympathy from
all and expressed the hope that he would be
with us at the next dinner. Our Chairman also
reminded us that the 13th October was a red
letter day in the history of the 6th Battalion—
Of 17 Officers who led the Assault on Hulluch
only one came back alive and the many deeds
of valour that day will always remain a proud
memory among those who survive.
Major Enright responded on behalf of the
guests and said many kind words about the 6th
Battalion.
And so ended another Dinner, in the opinion
of the writer the best of its kind since the end
of the last War, and may I, on behalf of all
present, thank our Secretary and organiser for
all the hard work he has had to bring us together.
Thank you, Bob Billings, we are all veryl grateful.
No. 5684, 6th. Battalion.
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Round and About
By the Tramp

A

N Editorial sum
mons calling upon
me to provide some
thing cheerful for the
December number placed
me in the position of
the Court Jester ordered
to "make us laugh".
This I find a rather tall
order in these times and
at this season. For once,
however, I will resist the
temptation to be funny
at the expense of the
great annual Festival,
limiting my remarks to
the comment in verse by, I believe, an American
poet in that admirable collection The Desk
Drawer Anthology (published by Hutchinson,
8/6, and as good a Christmas present as I can
think of).
It runs as follows:
THE FIRST CHRISTMAS
Peter was a fisher boy
Helping with the haul;
Pilate was a shavetail
Leading troops in Gaul
Judas was as innocent
As little child can be;
The wood that made the crucifix
Was still a growing tree;
Unminted still the silver
That made the traitor's pay
And none had yet commercialized
The spirit of the day.
Keith Preston.
KEEPING ORDER
I don't for one moment suggest that our 1st
Battalion has a monopoly of "dirty jobs" but
in the last thirty or so years it has frequently
been called upon to serve in troubled places. Its
recent removal at short notice to the Middle
East is in character with its record. My mind
goes back to a now almost forgotten episode in
our history; the "Troubles" in Ireland. No one
now serving can have any personal recollection
of the sojourn of the Battalion at Fermoy,
County Cork. There in delightful country and
amongst, on the whole, very pleasant people,
the 1st Battalion, under the command of that
good soldier and charming personality, the late
BrigadierGeneral McDouall ("Doolan" to his

m

countless friends), showed that restraint and
forbearance in very difficult circumstances which
is not the least virtue of the British soldier.
Although I was not serving with the Battalion
at the time I was given a glimpse of their life in
a seriously disturbed country when I took a
draft from Canterbury to Fermoy. We travelled
by the FishguardRosslare route, "unarmed to
avoid provocation". No untoward incident
marred the journey but I must confess that
I was glad to deliver the draft safely but not quite
complete to the Barracks. I say "not quite
complete" because two of my men failed to get
out at Fermoy Station and were carried on to
Mallow. I well remember my agitation at
finding myself two men short. I expected a
severe rebuke at least from my old Commanding
Officer of Armentieres days but when I confessed
Doolan roared with laughter and all was well.
The missing men were soon recovered and
I breathed again. It was a strange life. Football
matches played on a ground guarded by armed
sentries and other precautions were accepted as
the natural order.
There were some tragic incidents, including
the murder of several members of the Band as
they were leaving a church unarmed one Sunday.
I attended their funeral in London some days
later and during a long march from the Church
at Clapham to the Cemetery at Streatham I had
time to think of the evil luck that singled out these
innocent men and of the utter futility of this sort
of "warfare".
I feel sure that the behaviour of the 1st
Battalion after this tragic affair made them even
more friends in and about Fermoy where their
discipline and decency are doubtless remembered
today. It needs little imagination to picture
what might have happened if, say, a Battalion of
the Wehrmacht had been there instead.
AN INVITATION
These fragmentary recollections may inspire
some who served in Ireland, Burma and in
India with the Battalion to settle down pen in
hand and give an account of their own experiences
of "Keeping Order". They would serve to
amplify the necessarily abbreviated official
records of this aspect of soldiering. The recent
publication of the letters of a private soldier in
Wellington's Army {The Letters of Private
Wheeler, 18091828. Ed. B. H. Liddell Hart.
Michael Joseph, 18/) has shown how interesting
and informative are firsthand
accounts of
military service. Historians and biographers
depend upon them for colour and life in their
researches into the past. I feel sure that the
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Editor's persuasive powers can induce several
Old Buffs to give him articles which will be read
with interest not only by their contemporaries
but by the present generation as well.
HOWLERS
I have always been fascinated by the un
conscious humour shown by the young when
faced by questions in school and in examinations.
Recently I have been dipping into a book of
these entitled My favourite Howlers, edited by
Cecil Hunt. Front a most entertaining collection
I select the following:—
"Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway but
he mostly lived at Windsor with his merry
wives. This is quite usual with actors."
'There are four symptoms of a cold. Two
I forget and the other two are too well known
to mention."
"The Decalogue is a lowneck frock."
My own favourite (not in this collection) was
that of the boy who, asked to say what The
Vatican was, replied: "An empty space in which
the Pope lives."
POST PRANDIAL ORATORY
Most of us have at times suffered the in
expressible tedium of listening to bad after
dinner speeches. Efficiency in this most difficult
art Is exceedingly rare but how welcome is the
speech that has been designed, that has some
thing, however light and trivial, to say and that
is delivered without undue hesitation. In this
connection I warmly recommend another
anthology entitled Unaccustomed as I am . .
by C. Kent Wright (George Allen and Unwin,
7/6). Mr. Wright prefaces his collection with
some hints on after dinner speaking. These are
entertaining as well as practical. He quotes the
famous opening of a speech by A. E. Housman
at a dinner at Trinity College, Cambridge.
Housman was not only Professor of Latin in the
University but also the author of A Shropshire
Lad, the little book of poems which was first
printed in 1896 and continues to be reissued
every year. He was not a man easily to be
induced to speak in public or indeed in private.
On this occasion he rose and said: "Gentlemen,
this Hall has seen Wordsworth drunk and
Porson sober, and I, whom am a greater scholar
than Wordsworth and a greater poet than
Porson, now stand here, betwixt and between."
What he said afterwards is not recorded but
what an inviting .opening !
The temptation to quote from this delightful
little book is strong but it must be resisted.
Let two examples suffice. They occur in the

section entitled "On Planning", a subject very
much in the air of late.
"Sabotage—putting a planner in the works."
John A. Lincoln.
"Things have reached a pretty pitch when
the antiplanners start planning their anti
planning."—Anon.
No, I can't resist just two more. On the
subject of "Noises":
"The musician who invented Swing ought
to."—"New York Times".
and on the subject of "Optimism":
"An optimist says his glass is half full; a
pessimist says it's half empty."—Anon.
There are 150 pages of good things like this
for your entertainment.
THE NEW BOY
I was talking to an old friend of mine the
other day. He had been a Hussar and we were
discussing the subject of the ordeal of joining a
Regiment for the first time. We decided that
things are a bit easier for the callow new arrival
from Sandhurst than they were, say, before the
19141918 War. Then the first weeks were
painfully bleak. Some think they were un
necessarily so. He reminded me of an experience
recorded by Sir Osbert Sitwell who, though a
Foot Guardsman, found himself temporarily
attached to my friend's Regiment of Hussars.
The atmosphere in the Mess was, to say the least,
frigid and Sir Osbert remarks that during his
first year's service the young Hussar subaltern
was not expected to speak to anyone. At the
end of that probationary period he was granted
one concession; he was allowed to speak to his
horse. "Other times, other customs." The
volubility of some officers we have all known
later in their service may be due in part to those
early conversational limitations. The best advice
I ever heard on the subject was uttered by my
Company Commander when I was a cadet at
Sandhurst far too long ago. It was: "Keep
your eyes and ears wide open but your mouth
tightly shut." Useful advice to any newcomer
in any society, military or civil. This particular
officer, then a Major in the Indian Army, rose
to an eminent position before 1918 on the
General Staff in France. He was the ideal
instructor in a College which was always noted
for its careful choice of officers to guide the
callow and, occasionally, unruly young. Even
his rare rebukes were so courteous that they
nearly reduced foolish and headstrong youths
to tears. His Brahmins must have worshipped
him. Julian Hasler whose promising career was
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cut short by a stray shell near Ypres in 1915
was of the same stamp; No man who appeared
before Hasler in the Orderly Room ever doubted
that his punishment, if any, was deserved or
liked him the less for his very occasional severity.
Both these men no doubt kept their mouths shut
during their first months of service. There is
more than a little to be said for the system that
produced them.
*

*

*

Book Review
Eastern Epic, Volume I (September, 1939—
March, 1943). By Compton Mackenzie.
(Cliatto and Windus. 30/)

T

HIS most notable work cannot but appeal
to all who have served in India/or who
have fought side by side with Indian troops
in battle.
The book, which is not, in fact, an official
history, was, however, initiated and sponsored
by Army Headquarters in New Delhi, and the
author had the opportunity for research in the
voluminous Indian military records collected
after the Second World War. In addition to
this task, which occupied him many months, he
made extensive journeys in India and to all the
theatres of war in which Indian troops served—
a remarkable achievement when it is borne in
mind that he was a sick man for the greater
part of this time occupied by his sifting of facts
and his most successful quest for the right
atmosphere.
In the prologue is an exceedingly valuable
and interesting summary of the origins and
background of the old Indian Army, and an
outline of its organisation and equipment up
to the outbreak of war, by the end of which it
had expanded from a strength of some 183,000
men to more than 2,250,000—each man a
volunteer.
The main bulk of the book is devoted to a
vividly written, well arranged and easily readable
story of the actions of the one armoured and
fifteen infantry divisions serving on the various
fronts, scattered from Malaya to the Western
Desert, during those dark years of defeat and
struggle to avert complete and overwhelming
disaster. The author does not hesitate to make
justifiable criticisms, nor does he attempt to
gloss over unpleasant facts. There is, then,
much that reads grimly in these pages, and
much which must give food for thought and
reflection by readers, both military and civilian,
from the highest to the lowest.

It is by now, of course, well known that after
the fall o£ Singapore a proportion of the Indians
captured by the Japanese, dazed by the disaster
and the apparent end of British leadership in
the Indian Army, gave way to the moral per
suasion and physical coercion exercised upon
them to join the socalled Indian National
Army. It is, however, to the eternal credit of
the Indian soldier as a whole that, in the face of
unprecedented trials and tribulations, and in
an air of defeat and unrelieved gloom such as
prevailed in Malaya and in Burma in the early
days, he remained utterly true to his salt. Let
he who wishes criticize and blacken the record
of the British in India; but here, in that great
Indian Army, is at least one shining example of
the results of British methods and leadership.
The volume contains a chapter on the organis
ation of "Paiforce" and an account of conditions
in Iraq and Persia. This will prove of interest to
those who were in those countries with the 2nd
Battalion during 1943 and 1944, as well as to
others who were on the staff of one or other of
the formations comprising the force. The main
regimental interest, however, will be centred on
Chapter 14, in which are described the actions
of the famous 4th Indian Division in the Western
Desert at the close of the year 1941. In this
division, it will be remembered, the 1st Battalion
was serving at that time. It is unfortunate in
one instance concerning the garrison at Alem
Hamza, which was commanded by Colonel
King and included the battalion, that there
should again have been repeated an inaccuracy,
to which, on its first appearance in published
form, the attention of those responsible was
drawn. For this lapse Mr. Compton Mackenzie
cannot be held to blame, for his source of in
formation is evidently the same as that which
was called in question.1
This volume, which bears the subtitle
"Defence", appropriately enough in v;ew of
the general strategic situation existing during
the period covered, ends on a brighter note
than that to be found in most of its pages, for
by then Alamein had been fought and Eighth
Army had reached the Mareth Line. The tide
had turned. It is to be hoped, then, that no
great time will elapse before the second volume
of this splendid story appears with its accounts
of the vital part played by Indian troops in
achieving final victory.
C.R.B;K.
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Correspondence
Honourable Artillery Company,
Armoury House, Finsbury, E.C.I.
The Editor, "The Dragon",
Canterbury, Kent.
Dear Sir,
In your September issue the writer of the
1st Battalion notes describes the march through
the City of London and says this is "our ancient
right; not, as some suppose, our privilege".
This bold and incorrect statement should not go
uncontradicted. What was a right for the
recruiting parties in the reign of Charles II has
now been continued for the Regiment as a
privilege.
I realise that the word "right" is often used
in this connection and appears both in the title
and afterwards in appendix "E" of the Historical
Records of The Buffs, 17041914 (Part 2). The
whole tenor, however, of this appendix is that it
is a much cherished privilege.
Sir Adrian Pollock, the City Remembrancer,
in a Report in 1904 stated that "there is no
documentary evidence at Guildhall under which
any Regiment can claim any right to march
through the City, but it would seem to be a
privilege established by ancient usage". It is
indeed a privilege of which we are justly proud.
Yours faithfully,

E. FOSTER, HALL,

Brigadier,
Secretary.

16th November, 1951.

(That the commanding officer on replying to the
challenge of the City Marshal "Who comes there?" states—
"The — Battalion of The Buffs, exercising its ancient
privilege to enter the City of London with colours flying,
drums beating and bayonets fixed", emphasises the fact
that the Regiment regards it as a privilege and not a right
to do so.—Ed.)
*

*

*

H. Hobbs and Company, Ltd.,
21 Old Court House Street, Calcutta.
Dear Major Peareth,
About a month ago a soldier friend, back
from leave, was telling me a lot about the
Regiment he saw in London a short time before
and what a fine show they made.
On my desk was that excellent August number
of The Dragon, so I quietly handed it to him.
"Yes !" he said, delighted. "The Buffs
I told some of the crowd standing about, 'You
ought to be proud of these chaps—they are a
bit of ancient England, served with great credit
all over the world !' "
He wanted the book but it remains with
Yours sincerely,
18th October, 1951.
H. HOBBS.

1st Battalion
"NOVEMBER—AND ALL THAT"

A

BON FIRE and a fire
work display, on the
eve of the Battalion's
departure for the Middle
East, would seem a trifling
event with which to begin
the chronicle of the hap
penings of a month which,
no matter how thinly one
slices it, has bristled with
intense activity, lengthy
journeys and numerous up
heavals. Yet perhaps the
very discharge of a large
number of squibs, roman
candles, 'bingbangwallops'
and 'golden rains'—to say nothing of an un
specified quantity of Verey lights, thunderflashes,
tripflares and other pyrotechnics, the majority
of them originally designed for quite a different
purpose on Salisbury Plain—was as good a way
as any of saying au re voir to Old Park Barracks
and of showing to everyone that the Battalion,
at all events outwardly, was adopting the right
attitude to yet another move and to still further
separation from homes and families.
Much has happened since the final rocket
ascended, somewhat damply, into the Dover
sky and the last parachuteflare went drifting
slowly downwind shedding its eerie light upon
buildings and spectators alike. Many miles
have been travelled since that moment, either
by sea or by air; many new places have been
visited and sights seen; much has been gained—
in experience—by some; and quite a lot has
been lost—in personal or other effects—by
others. It has been an eventful period.
Cyprus was the destination to which, by
aircraft carrier and by aeroplane, the main body
of the Battalion and its advance party respectively
set off on November 5th and 8th. An account
of the week spent on board H.M.S. Illustrious
and of the doings of the main body appears
elsewhere. The Colonel of the Regiment,
accompanied by Col. F. W. B. Parry, after
attending a Cadet Force ceremony at Folkestone
during the morning of November 4th, travelled
down to Portsmouth that afternoon in order to
visit the Battalion on board and to see them
off the following day—a gesture which was
much appreciated by all ranks. Equally welcome
were the countless telegrams of good wishes
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received from the various Past and Present
Branches and from individual Members. To
mention them all by name would take far too
long and the best one can do is to hope that,
severally and individually, the originators will
take these few lines as the expression of the
Battalion's great appreciation of their kindly
thought in remembering us.
The tale of the advance party's journey can
be told almost as briefly as the journey itself.
The move, on November 7th, to a Transit
Camp not far from Swindon where, incidentally,
we found Captain Lowther whom many will
remember as a Sergeant in the 1st and 2nd
Battalions before the last war and who now has
a commission in the R.A.O.C.; the arousing
from one's slumbers at 4 o'clock on the morning
of the 8th in order to board, at the R.A.F.
Station at Lyneham some twenty miles away,
a Hastings aircraft which took off in the pouring
rain five hours later; the delightful informality
and lack of fuss about the whole affair, par
ticularly where the weighing of one's luggage
was concerned; the arrival at Luqa airfield,
Malta, for the nightstop—these are some of
the memories which the dozen members of that
advance party cannot fail to have of their first
day's journey. The second day was in many
respects a repetition of the first, and evening
found us in what appeared in the fading light
to be a most admirable and wellappointed
hutted camp near Famagusta, whither we had
come by road from Nicosia where the Hastings
had touched down. One's first impression on
that night of November 9th was that the prospect
for the Battalion seemed rosy enough.
That impression was confirmed and streng
thened during the next three days, during which
time the camp was organised, accommodation
allotted, stores drawn, Messes and dininghalls
made ready and accounts opened at the local
Branch of Barclay's Bank. It was with a feeling
somewhat akin to smug selfsatisfaction that the
advance party—all twelve of them—awaited
the main body's advent on November 23rd;
and to judge by the remarks passed when the
Battalion did arrive that feeling appeared to be
fully justified. A winter in Cyprus, in a well
found, hutted camp smack on the sea, was
apparently much to the liking of everyone; it
looked very much as though we had "fallen on
our feet".
Our feelings can probably well be imagined,
therefore, when—less than twentyfour hours
later—news was received which showed that
our halcyon dreams were built of as flimsy
material as such things usually are and that we

were to go aboard H.M.S. Triumph—at that
time lying off Famagusta disembarking troops
and vehicles—and to head for Port Said with
all possible despatch. It was a bitter blow and
all of us drained the cup to its veriest dregs.
Such things are sent to try us, however, and
everyone buckled to with a will in order to get
the Battalion packed up and away. What, after
all, was another move ? We had been moving,
off and on, ever since April, so that one more
could not really do us very much harm. Sure
enough everything went according to plan, the
ship sailed on time and an enjoyable twelve
hours was spent by all, the majority of it irt
slumber; the Royal Navy were, as usual, their
friendly and helpful selves and the hi|h degree
of cooperation between the two Services was
a pleasure to behold.
Port Said the following morning was Port
Said with a difference. The red facade of Simon
'Arzt's emporium still glowed as of old, the
statue of de Lesseps still pointed silently towards
the canal's entrance, the washing stilh hung as
before from the windows of the dingy houses;
East continued to meet West at this particular
spot and, as in bygone days but even more so
now, neither really seemed to enjoy the encounter.
All that was just the same as one had always
known it but—and here lay the difference—a
peculiar and unnatural silence brooded over the
harbour. Gone were the lithe brown bodies of
the boys diving for pennies, and gone too the
raucous shouts of the peddlers from the boats
swarming round one's ship, while the baskets
of cheap and shoddy souvenirs were hauled on
deck To the accompaniment of "Verry fnice,
verry cheap, Mister Colonel, Sir !" and other
somewhat ruder cries. Port Said was silent and
deserted without them all and it was the first
outward and visible sign one had that we had
arrived, albeit much against our will and at
outrageously short notice, in a country that
appeared to have lost much of its inward and
spiritual grace. It was like Blackpool with the
Tower gone or the Stanford P.T.A. without the
rabbits.
The disembarkation of the advance party—
still under the SecondinCommand and with
Captains MacDonald and Watts in everfaithful
attendance; but containing on this occasion
over three times the original number of other
ranks—the getting away of this party was
accomplished at midday on November 15th.
While they made tracks for our final destination
revealed to us as being Suez—the remainder of
the Battalion stayed on in Port Said in that
already wellknown homefromhome, No. 156
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Transit Camp. There, during the next four
days, they were all more than fully occupied in
loading and unloading ships and trains and
did in fact succeed in moving a weight of stores
which worked out at the incredible figure of over
three tons per man—a record of industry of
which all concerned can be most justifiably
proud.
The advance party, on arrival at Suez, were
delighted to find that 1st Battalion Royal Sussex
Regiment was tg, be the Battalion's nextdoor
neighbour and tn|t, until such time as our own
particular patch of desert had been converted
into a Camp, we were to be housed and fed with
that Battalion. We could not possibly have had
a warmer welcome nor could we have found a
more friendly, cooperative and kindly spirit
than that which was at once evident on our
arrival. The thanks of the Battalion in general
and pf the advance party in particular are due
to all those Officers and rpen who did so much
for all of us. It was particularly pleasing to
meet up again with Major Lewis who, as readers
may perhaps recall, left us in Khartoum some
eighteen months ago to become Secondin
Command of this Royal Sussex Battalion. It
was equally pleasing to meet Mrs. Lewis again.
The making of a Camp from virtually nothing
at all except a large expanse of sand, seven or
eight stone buildings—three of them neatly
fitted up as stables—no civilian labour or tele
phone, and an annoying lack of transport and
stores is a problem which does not, fortunately,
come one's way very often. The whole caper
was in marked contrast to the Famagusta affair
where, as has already been indicated, so much
had already been prepared beforehand. The
advance party, shaking off the air of gloom and
despondency which had not unnaturally settled
heavily upon it on first viewing the proposed
site, took a deep breath and got busily down
to the job, nobly assisted by parties from our
temporary hosts. The days that followed all
passed briskly. By degrees the Camp began to
take shape and form, tents grew up like mush
rooms, the unsightly perimeter wire edged its
way further and further along the line prescribed
for it,* squads of Royal Engineers toiled at their
respective and Specialist tasks, cookingranges
were unpacked, installed and, after considerable
labour, persuaded to function and, as each day
drew to its close; it was evident that slow but
sure progress was undoubtedly being made.
The arrival of Captain Nash, Lieut, Mullins
and 2/Lieut. W#fd, together with seventy men
and some much needed transport, were welcome
reinforcements and the news that the Battalion's

arrival had been postponed for a whole twenty
four hours gave us all the prospect of a bit of
breathingspace.
The morning of the day prior to the Battalion's
arrival passed in much the same fashion as had
all the four previous mornings, Though a very
great deal had been accomplished much still
remained to be done and, to the casual eye,
there appeared to be a certain degree of con
trolled confusion. Many lastminute details
still awaited attention but the morning of the
following day had already been set aside for
such matters as the allotment of tents to Officers
and to Sergeants, the opening of a new entry to
the Camp and the closing of the existing one,
the tidyingup of surplus tentage and other odd
jobs; the list was a formidable one, but one
that was well within the advance party's
capabilities. There was, we told ourselves at
luncheon, nothing to worry about.
It came, therefore, as a very considerable
surprise—it came, in fact, as a really rude stock—
when, completely unannounced and like a bolt
from the blue, the Battalion descended upon us
early that very afternoon ! If confusion can
have been said to have reigned before that
event, words fail one in attempting to describe
.the hideous chaos caused by the sudden and
totally unexpected arrival of some four hundred
men almost exactly twentyfour hours before
their time. Since what those four hundred men
required were a meal, a bath and something to
sleep on, in that sequence; and since, no matter
how one juggled with the batting order, such
things—and a lot more besides—just were not
there, it was not altogether surprising that a
certain number of disparaging and caustic
remarks were passed—some of them by characters
who should have known better—about the state
of unpreparedness of the Camp and about the
amount of work which the advance party had
apparently left undone.
During the discussion on these matters which
inevitably followed it transpired that the Battalion
had received no intimation at all of the one
day's postponement and that they were blissfully
unaware of any suggestion that the Camp would
not be in anything but applepie order when
they arrived. What therefore gave every promise
of developing, at any minute, into a Misunder
standing Class One, suddenly fizzled out like
one of the damp squibs of a fortnight previously
and everyone at once turned his hand to putting
the Battalion's house in order.
That this was being successfully accomplished
was evidenced when, two days later, the Com
manderinChief, Sir Brian Robertson, while
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walking round the Camp with the Commanding
Officer, remarked that we seemed to have settled
ourselves in with commendable alacrity.
A feature of life in the Canal Zone at the
moment is, of course, the complete absence of
all civilian labour. Contractors, dhobis, barbers,
NAAFI employees—to name but a selection—
all have vanished, and their jobs have either
had to be done by T. Atkins or not at all. To
say that this means a considerable drain on a
Battalion's manpower is as trite as it is true;
add to it the wastage caused by the numbers
which have to be found for guards—of all sizes
and in some of the most out of the way places—
and it will be obvious that a Battalion's strength
on paper bears little or no resemblance to its
strength in Camp. All of which, inescapable
though it may be, is disheartening to a degree.
This lack of civilian labour has other re
percussions. One of the most serious, perhaps,
is the fact that there is now no place outside
the wire to which one can go—no matter what
one's rank or financial status—for a meal, for
a drink, or for any form of entertainment other
than that provided at the local—and faintly
flearidden—A.K.C. Cinema oneandahalf miles
away. Captain Nash, on the disbandment of
"D" Company, has taken over the running of
the Battalion's Canteen, now established in one
of those three buildings which has already had
a mention as being "neatly fitted up as stables".
Another of the stables has been turned into a
cinema and operations there are under the
management of the Signal Officer, Captain
Griffin. Thanks to the Commanding Officer's
intimate knowledge of, and acquaintance with,
the equipment and the staff of a certain Battle
School, we have been able to obtain, on a type
of leaselend agreement, another projector.
Reception on the "old boy" net has been, it
seems, at strength five.
it was during the short voyage on H.M.S.
Triumph that a copy of the Daily Telegraph was
seen in which was made the announcement of
the award of a Battle Honour for the part played
by the Regiment in the capture of Belle Isle,
during the Seven Years War. While taking very
considerable pride and pleasure in this latest
award it is nevertheless a sobering thought that
at that rate the Regiment may well have to wait
until the year 2160, or thereabouts, before the
Battle Honours for the last War are finally
awarded. One wonders, in one's ignorant way,
how and why such things take so long. Perhaps
quite recently some dusty, threadbare War
Office carpet was rolled back just a little farther
than usual to reveal, to the charlady's astonished

gaze, a file bearing on its outer cover the words
"Seven Years War—Honours and Awards".
A swift glance round the room to ensure that
she is alone and then, greatly daring, Miss
Mop—for surely it can be none other ?—takes
a furtive look at the top page beneath the stiff,
faded cover; it has a little blue flag pinned to
it, marked "Action". She reads hurriedly
through the manuscript, stumbling over the
unfamiliar French names, and then comes to a
momentous decision. Carefully replacing the
carpet and the furniture, and gathering up the
file, her pail and dustpan, she makes for the
door; in Whitehall she boards a No. 9 'bus
and heads for Fleet Street. Thereafter it is only
a matter of hours before the cat—or in this
case the Battle Honour—is out of the bag.
After which flight of fancy one must get back
to earth and give a belated but most warm
welcome to Padre Worthington, R.A.Ch.D., on
his arrival in our midst; he did in fact arrive a
bare fortyeight hours before the Battalion left
for its Mediterranean tour. It is most pleasant
to have him with us and it is much to be hoped
that his posting to us is of a permanent nature.
Next month may well be the last occasion on
which the news of the Battalion—in the shape
of the monthly Editorial, that is to say—comes
from this particular pen. Next month, too, the
Company and other contributors will once again
be in full swing and we hope to be able to bring
readers more uptodate news of the Battalion's
various activities and our impressions of life in
the Canal Zone.
With any luck these lines will appear in print
shortly before Christmas. It seems, therefore,
that a suitable way of declaring this particular
innings closed is to send from all ranks of the
Battalion a message of greeting and good wishes
to all past and present members of the Regiment:
May you have, both amongst yourselves and
also, we hope, in the midst of your families, a
cheerful and homely Christmas, and may 1952
bring you a lasting happiness and every success.
*

*

*

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY
While on board H.M.S. Illustrious the following
Special Order of the Day was received from the
Colonel of the Regiment:—
"I wish to congratulate all ranks on the
excellent spirit shown in the Battalion since
their arrival home in the winter of last year.
1 have also been impressed with everything
I have seen of this sudden move. I wish you
God speed, the best of luck, good shooting and
a speedy return to your families and to Kent."
Signed: G. SCARLETT, Major-General,
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THE BATTALION AFLOAT
"Bloodshot and red in the eyes" would have
been a suitable headline to describe our departure
from Dover, for most of us had taken the oppor
tunity of having a last wild fling before heading
for drier and warmer, but almost certainly less
gay, shores. There can surely be few more
utterly desolate and depressing places than
Dover Marine Station at 7.30 on a wet Sunday
morning in early November. Somehow or other
H.Q. and "A" Companies were safely entrained,
feeling a trifle tired and jaded after their night's
activities and the final legstretch from Old
Park Barracks, and then we sat and waited for
Brigade H.Q. They in some miraculous way
managed to arrive just in time but without their
ammunition, which had to follow by road ! As
we pulled out we congratulated ourselves that
we were not in "B", "C", "D" or "Sp."
Companies, who had left at the even more
unearthly hour of a quarter to five !
Apart from a short halt at Shorncliffe to pick
up Field Ambulance and another at Clapham
Junction where the A.C.C. produced a cup of
tea and the proverbial **wad". the journey was
uneventful and we arrived in Portsmouth in a
relentless downpour. The Band marched us to
the dockyard and in a very short space of time
we were all aboard H.M.S. Illustrious and having
a foretaste of naval hospitality. Everyone was
most impressed by the way in which the Navy
looked after us, put up with our vehicles on
their flight deck and endured 1,750 iron shod
"pongoes" clattering about, cursing the ladders
and bulkheads and never remembering their
way to and fro. That evening there was an
uneasy feeiing in the air for the wireless produced
the most pessimistic of weather reports and we
doubted the truth of the senior Services' remarks
as to the steadiness of Illustrious in unfavourable
weather.
But to compensate we were honoured by a
visit from the Colonel of the Regiment and
Colonel Parry who had travelled from Kent to
see us off and wish us well; we also received a
large number of telegrams and letters, which
was most heartening. Next morning we sailed
in a steady drizzle to the strains of Auld Lang
Syne and the Regimental marches, played by
our own Band and by that of the Border
Regiment.
We soon noticed that Illustrious really was a
steady ship. The troops in the hangar amidships
were probably better situated than the Officers
and W.O.'s quarters which were aft and forward
respectively and received considerable vibration,
for Illustrious was going as fast as conditions

permitted, some eight knots above normal
cruising speed. In any case it was not so much
that the ship was not steady which accounted
for the empty places at the dining table but
rather the effect of "tinned" air and the fact
that one could not walk off one's liver by a
legstretch in the open.
Entertainment on board was naturally rather
limited, but there were one or two cinema shows
every day which made the hangar look like a
monkey house with soldiers hanging from every
wire and wall, and with more chairs jammed
into tlie remaining deck space than one would
have thought possible. The "pictures" and a
few sessions of "tombola" were really all the
entertainment that was possible. Later in the
voyage, after we had passed through the Straits
of Gibraltar, there was P.T. in the mornings
and one or two interService matches at deck
hockey and claypigeon shooting, at both of
which the Army was regrettably "seen off".
In addition to having the free use of the ward
room, several officers dined with their Naval
counterparts and a few subalterns were invited
to dine in the Gunroom which added consider
ably to the variety and spice of life ! The W.O.'s
and Sergeants were also entertained. Our only
regret is that we were not long enough in Cyprus
to entertain the Navy in our own Messes.
After the first three days, and in fact as soon
as we turned to go through the Straits of
Gibraltar, the weather became finer and life
brightened immediately. We passed quite close
to the North African coast and saw the lights of
Algiers, and later the south Coast of Crete
winch brought forth stories from the Navy of
how they took off troops there during the war.
At dawn on the 11th November we saw the
coast of Cyprus and by eleven o'clock, when
we had an Armistice Day Service on the flight
deck, we were quite close in. We dropped
anchor soon after lunch and the business of
unloading began. Our vehicles and a baggage
party went ashore that evening and we followed
early the next morning. A three mile march
rather damped our enthusiasm, but at first sight
there was certainly more vegetation than in
Khartoum, though the villages smelt much the
same. Fortyeight hours later we were preparing
to leave again. Such is life !
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Beneath Bell Harry

4th Battalion

W

T

E would first of all
like to bid farewell to
Brig. Cruddas, who
relinquished Command of
the Brigade in the middle of
November to take Command
of an Infantry Division in
Hong Kong. We congrat
ulate him on his promotion
and wish him the very best
of luck in the future.
We extend a cordial wel
come to 2/Lieuts. French,
Coleman and Applegate, who
joined the Battalion during
November after completing
their two years' full time service with the Regular
Army. We hope their stay with us will be a
happy one.
Our Commanding Officer, Major Prestige,
Capts. Barrett and Kille enjoyed themselves at
the Sergeants' Mess Dinner on 1st December.
The Depot Sergeants' Mess was very kindly
loaned for this function which it is hoped will
he held annually.

HIS has been a
quiet month for us
at the Depot, and
there is not a great deal
to report. The painters
have at last finished
with the Mess, and it
is now looking very
smart indeed. To con
tinue with the good
work the top floor of
the Mess is at last
going to be carpeted.

We have had several
visitors this month,
amongst whom were
members of the Executive Committee of the
Association and John Clarke.
Lastly, we are all glad to welcome Captain
Papworth to Canterbury. He has finished with
his range duties at Stanford, and having decided
that a policeman's life was not for him, has
taken over four of the continuation platoons in
the Old Cavalry Barracks.
*

*

*

SERGEANTS' MESS
The month of November has been a quiet one from the
social angle and we now prepare for the Christmas cheer
of December—a crowded programme lies ahead.
It was certainly one of the wettest November months on
record—from a climatical not consuming point of view!
With the departure of the 1st Buffs to MELF after the
briefest of spells in the U.K. (and no respite whatsoever)
we welcome the Band to the Depot together with timeex,
medically unfit personnel, etc. The Bandmaster is now a
Mess Member and lesser members can be observed
tiptoeing across the Mess during evening radio recitals
whilst the B.M. listens intently with one ear to Bela Bartok's
fugue for 6 viola de gamba's in A major and with the
other ear hears nothing but the monotonous thud, thud,
thud of "Lofty" Shaw's darts missing the doubletop.
Incidentally the Mess is awakened each morning at 5.30
by a constant trek of early callers on the Bandmaster.
On the 1st December, the 4th Buffs hold their Annual
Mess Meeting and Dinner for T.A. Sergeants and W.O.'s
and a lavish spread is planned for all. During the month,
Sgt. Nannini has been placed under orders for 1 Surreys
and the piano has breathed again. His place as P.R.I. Sgt.
has been taken by another Buff, Sgt. Watson. We wish
Sgt. Nannini the best of luck in his new job as Intelligence
Sergeant. Sgt. Lyons has been accepted for East Africa
and after a brief stay in the Depot Mess will be leaving.
His training as the result of a Guards' Course has filled
Sgt. Ivory with envy and he is now pestering 'Sir' for a
similar course. Sgt. Sweeny exchanged the sleigh for a
free haircut and toothbrush. He is already slightly
releasedrunk. Sgt. Laker and Shaw still contrive to win all
the " HouseyHousey" campaigns but are somewhat foiled
by the fact that C/Sgt. Barber has given his'golden voice'
to the shouting of numbers.
continued on page 259
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SERGEANTS' MESS
The appearance of Dragon notes for the 4th Battalion
Sergeants' Mess at this time of the year is something of a
rarity. It does not, however, mean that we have decided
to go to Annual Camp in December, but heralds an event
which we hope to make an annual one in the future.
Following a suggestion made by Sgt. Hellis at Swingate
early in the Summer, we met and dined at the Sergeants'
Mess, Depot The Buffs on Saturday, December 1st.
The event was preceded by a Mess Meeting at which
points relating to next year's Camp were discussed, and
which was kept as short as possible to enable the more
serious business of the evening to take place. Members
arrived from far away places in various types of transport.
"A" Company, opulent as usual, came by private car,
surrounded by an aura of cigar smoke, and murmuring
apologies for being late. We heard that they had been held
up at the "level crossing", but enquiries failed to reveal
any public house of that name on the route from Thanet to
Canterbury.
We sat down to dinner soon after seven o'clock, and were
honoured by the presence of the Commanding Officer.
Other guests were Major J. T. R. Prestige, Capt. (Adjt.)
D. P. R. Barrett, Capt. (Q.M.) W. E. Kille, and R.S.M.
Moody.
Toasts were proposed by R.Q.M.S. Harwood, looking
a trifle pale after his recent interview with the dentist, and
speeches were made by the Commanding Officer and
R.S.M. Hurley. After an excellent dinner, we rose and
proceeded with the customary games on the dart board,
where we have to report a defeat at the hands of the
Officers' team. A contributing feature to this was the
Commanding Officer's skill in this particular field.
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"Those members from the more outlying districts were
accommodated for the.night in the New Infantry Barracks,
where we understand that certain jolly pranks were
perpetrated by various highspirited types, in the shape of
apple pie beds and booby traps. It speaks highly for
everybody's stamina that only two men were unable to
appear at the breakfast table. These were found lying still
and corpselike on their beds when the time came to hand
the accommodation back to the Depot. They later
recovered sufficiently to return to their homes.
By popular consent the occasion was voted a great
success, for which much credit must go to all those who
worked so hard behind the scenes, and to that Prince of
Mess Caterers, Sgt. Shaw, who seems to have mastered the
art of being in several places at one and the same time.
We must also say thank you to all our Territorial mem
bers who supported us at this function, and wish them
au revoir, until we meet again next year at Camp.
HEADQUARTER COMPANY
The training side of this Company's activities in the
month of November consisted of the usual hundrum stuff
that seems to defy one's attempts to make it exciting,
in spiteof one's good intentions, in spite of the exhortations
of the British Army Journal, weapon training remains what
it is and one is left with the consolation that Summer is
coming and we can get out into the open once again.
The first lecture on Civil Defence took place, including
basic information on the Atomic Bomb and Rescue.
It would be good to know the public took as much interest
in these vital matters as this Company does. We intend to
get down to the more practical aspects of this subject
when training stores become available.
While on the subject of Interest, it may be noted that all
members of the Company at the moment are looking for
ward to the pay out of the Christmas Club; indeed,
supervision is being arranged to ensure that the P.S.I,
doesn't make a dash for the Continent with the proceeds
at the last moment.
We moved into our new Canteen during the month and
made it the occasion for a housewarming party. A very
pleasant evening was spent, with games, competitions,
HouseyHousey, and a certain amount of activity in
connection with a barrel of beer that was alleged to be
"on the house". Guests included wives, friends, and a
small party of N.S. men from the Brigade Depot.
This month's notes close with a big welcome to two new
faces. ExC.S.M. Hughes and exSgt. Williams, both
Infantrymen. May they remain with us long.
"A" COMPANY
It seems our unhappy lot just recently to be saying good
bye to some of the oldest members of the Company.
Soon after the transfer of Major Taylor to "C" Company,
C.Q.M.S. Knight decided that he would prefer the less
strenuous duties of civildefence, and consequently resigned.
We are extremely sorry to see him go, can only thank him
for all he has done to assist this Company, and wish him
every success in his new sphere.
The "Heavenly Twins", Messrs. Grainger and Harris,
very shortly afterwards decided that they would like a rest
from military life and also resigned. Again, to them we
wish the best of luck and offer thanks for the support
that they always gave us in all we did,

To balance our losses we have managed to secure one
new member in exSgt. Hopper of the R.A.E.C., who
joining us for his parttime service decided that he Would
prefer to be a volunteer. We offer hirrt a sincere welcome
and hope that before long others will realise how much
better, particularly financially, they are if they volunteer.
During the past month we have had one M.M.G.
shoot at Lydd, which was very well supported indeed.
The weather was really kind to us and we managed to
accomplish all that was intended.
The carrier still remains intact despite the learner
drivers, consisting of Cpls. James, Hewitt, Ptes. Peall,
Evans and of course Cpl. King. With regard to the latter,
it is a little obscure why he is learning to drive a carrier,
but we have heard of cooks who have had to make a very
hurried exit after serving a meal!
Preparations are now in full swing for the Children's
Party, which takes place on the 15th December. From the
support we have received, a good party can be looked for
ward to.
To all those of our members whose wives are un
avoidably absent on Fridays, we wish the vest best and
hope that their "Xmas Presents" will not cause them too
much anxiety.
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY—WHITSTABLE AND HERNE BAY
We welcome Ptes. E. Taylor and B. Smith to the Com
pany, being the only two National Servicemen posted to
the Company during the month. We hope their stay with
us will be a pleasant one.
The Company competed against "D" Company in the
first round of the InterCompany Miniature Rifle Com
petition and we were lucky enough to secure a victory;
it must be confessed, however, we did not have everything
our own way, as "D" Company fielded a first class team
and high scoring was a feature of the evening. Our darts
team was not so lucky, only managing to draw.
With the approach of the festive season, members of the
Company have been withdrawing their savings from the
Canteen Christmas Club and there are signs it will indeed
be a festive season.
While on the subject, may we wish all Past and Present
Buffs a Happy Christmas and a Very Prosperous New
Year.
*

*

*

"S" COMPANY—3IN MORTAR PLATOON
Our first duty is to say au revoir to our Adjutant, Capt.
Collins, and to wish him well in his new appointment in
the Metropolis. We sincerely hope he will keep "in train
ing" and hope to see him at least once during the month
of August in the Canterbury area.
Welcome to our new Adjutant, Capt. Barrett. We are
more than pleased. An exMortar Officer from the 1st
Battalion; we feel that we can impress him and are
anxiously awaiting his first visit to see the platoon at drill.
Welcome also to Ptes. Grounds and Mallion. We hope
that they will eventually become fulltime T.A.—perhaps
they won't have a chance of refusal after Ron Esler has
shot them his line of sales talk.
The month has been one of inspections, but as was
expected, the platoon was a 100 per cent. plus. The
vehicles for CIV inspection drew gasps of astonished
admiration from the powersthatbe. Congratulations
to the P.S.I, and his band of willing workers.
Training generally has continued at a steady pace and
we are looking forward to our shoot at Lydd.
We hope to run a dance sometime in early December
and due notice will be given to all Companies.
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ASSAULT PIONEERS—TENDERDEN

We should like to associate ourselves with the good
wishes of the Mortar Platoon to our oldand new Adjutants.
The demonstration planned for this month has been
cancelled but nevertheless we are keeping ourselves well
up to scratch.
Welcome to Pte. Milton, and we hope his stay with us
will be long and happy.

Past and Present
Association

ANTITANK PLATOON, ASHFORD
The Adjutant visited us on 7th November and was
duly shown over the Drill Hall. A display of athletic grace
by the local Badminton Club seemed to be much appre
ciated by "A" Company who visited us on that night,
and were demoralised into a draw in the shooting match
that followed.
The Platoon went to Lydd on 10th11th November to
fire .303 attachment on the 17pounder. This was our
first time out with our own gun and the standard of
shooting seems to have improved,since we were last on
the range. There is still much to be done and learnt before
we go to Lulworth in April.

NOVEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1951



*

Life Members

4s

H.Q. Roll.—Clarke, I. A., Flt.Lt.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Armond, A., MacRae, A. D.
Ramsgate Branch—Wilson, J. S.
Folkestone Branch.—Tyrrell, W. J., Capt.

Annual Members
NOVEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1951

London Branch.—Dear, A. E.

Grants—Benevolent Fund

B.B.H.—continued from p. 257
DEPOT COMPANY
Our fourth intake passed out on the 14th November,
the Brigade Colonel, Colonel F. W. B. Parry, taking the
parade. Now that the 1st Battalion is overseas, this intake
went straight to 3 Company to carry on with their con
tinuation training before being posted. At the time that
these notes were written, our new batch of recruits will have
just started their third week of training. Once more the
Depot at Canterbury has established a record, for in answer
to directives from the authorities above, we have produced
100 per cent, enrolment for the Army Post Office Savings
Bank.
This month we said goodbye to Cpl. Snape, who after
a very short stay with us, has been posted to East Africa.
We welcome instead C.S.M. Champion, who has taken
over the job of SergeantMajor to both the Depot Company
and the Potential Leader Platoon. We have as our new
Company Clerk, Pte. Tatam. We are also very sorry to
hear that Cpl. Phipps, A.C.C., is in hospital. We all wish
him a speedy recovery and hope to see him back in the
Cookhouse.

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
November, 1951, are:—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
39 5 6
World War 1939 Charitable Fund
80 2 11

Donations—Benevolent Fund
The Buffs Golfing Society

Donations—The Buffs War Memorial
Fund, 1939-45
Mrs. K. Webber
Total to date, £3325 9s. 2d.

Regimental Gazette

£ s. d.
1 1 0

Ashford Branch

REGULAR ARMY
Lt. H. R. Gatehouse to be Capt., 5th Oct., 1951.

Ladies Guild

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt. (Qr.Mr.) Frank Brabon from Emerg. Commn. to
be Lt. (Qr.Mr.), 10th Sept., 1951, with seniority 8th
Nov., 1947.
R.F.
SHORT SERV. COMMN.

Lt. Cecil Charles Alfred Godfrey, from The Buffs,
Emerg. Commn., to be Lt., 17th Sept., 1951, with seniority
17th Oct., 1950.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS

The undermentioned officers relinquish their commns.,
14th Nov., 1951, and are granted hon. ranks as shown:—
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) H. St. J. Grant—Maj.; Lt. A.
Player—Capt.; Lt. R. W. Le B. Rickman—Lt.
continued on p. vi.

£ s. d.
2 9 0

The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on November 14th
at 3 p.m.
The Chairman, Mrs. King, presided. Minutes
of the last meeting were read and signed.
Report was given upon the following sick
members, Mrs. Hogwood and Mrs. Hopkins.
The Chairman then thanked all for their
splendid effort in making the social evening of
October 13th such a success.
After tea was served, their being no further
business, Miss Jones entertained the members
with a memory game.
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. r : — L o n d o n Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 20th October, at the
"Prince Alfred" Restaurant, Tufton Street,
S.W.I, with Mr. R.'W. Billings in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The secretary read the minutes of
the last meeting which had been held on 15th
September, these were confirmed and signed.
CHRISTMAS DRAW.—The draw was discussed
and Assistant Secretary R. J. Collins said the
tickets were selling very well.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The bun penny
collection realised 19/6.
The Chairman rose and said he had noticed
many old members at the meeting, some we
had not seen recently. He also remarked that
we were resuming the prewar custom of posting
a committee member at the door of our room
to see that only Buffs entered and to introduce
any attending for the first time.
ViceChairman Major H. V. Duffy rose and
said he had attended the 6th Battalion (191418)
Dinner on 13th October; it was a first class
evening, one member had come as far as from
Nottingham to be present and others from long
distances. Tom Cotter brought the medal (V.C.)
which his late brother had won; Mr. Clayton
was photographed whilst holding it for the
company to see.
Our President, Major J. E. Enright, said it
was remarkable that so many survivors of the
6th Battalion continued to meet once a year.
Men had eome from Kent and Middlesex and
in fact from all over the country. It was a fine
show put on by Mr. Billings and he hoped it
would keep going for many years. It was a pity
so many of the 7th and 8th Battalion members
seemed to have disappeared.
Captain F. C. F. Davis said that Captain
Emery's son was home for a few hours' leave
that day, hence the absence of Captain Emery
who is such a regular attendant at both committee
and general meetings. Major Duffy said Sgt. J.
Emery has already completed a two year tour
in Malaya and had just finished his leave and
was sailing on the 16th for a further two years
there.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
HERE AND THERE
Sgt. G. E. Warner, an inpatient at a London
Hospital, turned up for a few minutes to purchase
his Dragon. We hope by now he has success
fully undergone his operation and will be at the
"Prince Alfred" for our Christmas meeting.

We have received letters with season's greetings
from many of our distant members, E. J. Hedges
who went to Australia in 1901 with a detachment
of the Regiment, J. E. M. Knight, Commander
D. Rae Fraser who served in the 6th Battalion
(191418), T. H. (Kibber) Kennings, S. A. Scott,
A. Temple, W. Marshall from Edinburgh,
Captain W. H. Pitkin, Eddie Shute, F. H.
Benge, L. Key, Colonel Messel and Captain
L. E. L. Coates.
From the 2/5th Battalion, A. G. Stephens,
C. F. Edmonds, A. W. Skinner, B. W. Stenning,
James Layton, Captain W. Thompson Hill and
Guy V. Manwaring.
The Branch darts team hope to beat Folke
stone at Sittingbourne where Mr. Collins hopes
to arrive with a good party.
He
*
*
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 17th November, at the
"Prince Alfred" Restaurant, Tufton Street,
S.W.I, with Mr. R. W. Billings in the Chair.
SILENCE.—The Chairman asked the members
to stand in silence for one minute in memory of
Capt. Geo. Johnson, D.C.M., InPensioner W. A.
Mount and Sgt. A. E. Coveney, D.C.M., who had
recently passed away.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes of
the last meeting which had been held on 20th
October. These were confirmed and signed by
the Chairman.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read a list
of names from whom letters containing season's
greetings had been received during the past
month.
DARTS.—The Chairman mentioned the fact
that few members turned up at Sittingbourne
on 3rd November either to watch or to play
darts against the Folkestone team. This was
most disappointing to the Assistant Secretary
and to the Sittingbourne Branch who had
prepared for a good number of visitors from
London. Mr. Hovey rose and said it is usual
to organise a party in advance and appoint a
place for the team and supporters to assemble.
Other members thought there was a lack of
organisation before the day.
2ND BATTALION DINNER.—Mr. Collins said it
had been left to him and to Major Duffy to
organise a dinner to be held early in the New
Year. They had been in communication with
senior officers who had expressed approval of
the project and had also promised their support.
It was proposed the first year to cater for men
only and to ask during the evening if it was
the general desire to invite ladies for future
reunions.
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CHRISTMAS DRAW.—Mr. Collins said he would
like to get the counterfoils and unsold tickets
from members by 8th December. After comments
by Eddie Shute and Mr. O'Dell, Mr. Ricketts
remarked that meeting night in December would
be suitable for return.
The Chairman remarked that the following
day was the anniversary of Mr. Collins' birthday.
The company sang For he's a Jolly Good Fellow
and wished him many happy returns.
Mr. Collins said the Sittingbourne Branch
were organising a party to see a football match
in London shortly and after they would come
along to our meeting when we would entertain
them with refreshments in the usual way.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION. — The collection
realised 19/3.
The Chairman welcomed InPensioner Sgt.
Pullenger to the meeting; he had been ill
recently.
Mr. Geo. Hovey who had travelled from the
Midlands to attend the meeting said he was
pleased to be with us again.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
*

*

*

HERE AND THERE

We have recently received letters of greeting
from H. S. Villars, C. Grigg, 2/5th Battalion, and
from A. F. Thornton.
V, Hewson, l/4th Battalion, has gone to
hospital for a serious operation; he now resides
at Bury St. Edihunds, so we cannot pay him a
visit. We hope he will soon be about again.
Colonel C. E* Vaughan and Major H. V. Duffy
remember him at Folkestone when the Battalion
was at Shorncliffe in 1931. They wish him well.
Mr. A. E. Sharp has put us in touch with
Cpl. E. A. Powell, M.M., 7th Battalion; he was
wounded in October, 1916, and was awarded
his decoration on 2nd October at Thiepval.
*

*

*

Ladies Guild

A meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on
Saturday, November 3rd, Mrs. D. E. Spinner
in the Chair. The Minutes for the previous
meeting were read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received from
Mrs. Q. E. Smith and Mrs.' Buxton.
REGRETS at inability to attend were received
from Mrs. Collins, Mrs. Buxton, Mrs. Gibbens
and Mrs# Harman,

OBITUARY. — Mrs. Spinner announced the
passing over of Captain Johnson. Our deepest
sympathy to his family.
FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE.—Mrs. Spinner an
nounced that the London Branch and Ladies'
Guild would meet at 7.30 by the Buffs plot at
Westminster Abbey, on Saturday, November
10th, to plant their crosses.
1ST BATTALION.—Mrs. Spinner announced
that our 1st Battalion would sail on Monday,
November 5th, for the Middle East. A telegram
was sent to the Commanding Officer conveying
best wishes to all ranks from the Ladies' Guild,
and we hope to see them home again soon.
The Chairman announced that an invitation
had been received from the President, Chairman
and. Committee of the men's Branch, inviting
all members of the Ladies' Guild to a buffet
and Christmas Draw on Saturday, December
15th.
CHILDREN'S PARTY.—Mrs. Spinner announced
that a children's party for members of the
Ladies' Guild only, would be held on the first
Saturday in January. All names and ages of
children to be given to the Hon. Secretary.
SICK.—Our best wishes to all sick members,
Mrs. Watts and Mrs. Tong still being on the
sick list.
RAFFLES.—Raffles were given by Mrs. Hawbins,
Mrs. Cotton, Mrs. Kebbell and a member.
This being all, the meeting closed.
Correction to October notes, reference Ladies'
Guild Dinner:—
"The Chairman announced that the Ladies'
Guild Dinner was much enjoyed by everyone.
She thanked the Hon. Secretary for her part in
arranging the Dinner, Mrs. O'Dell for engaging
the Band and Mrs. Everitt for acting as Toast
mistress."
*

*

*

Dover Branch
Minutes of a Committee Meeting held at the
Eagle Hotel, November 1st, 1951. Major
Jackson in the Chair.
One case for assistance was dealt with satis
factorily and Mr. Banks of Shepherdswell was
thanked for services in connection with this
case. No further business, the meeting ended
and Committee joined remainder of members
for the Annual General Meeting. Meeting
opened at 8 p.m.
The Chairman opened the meeting, supported
by. Major Hart.
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Minutes were read and confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—It was agreed to send a
message to 1st Battalion, wishing them God
speed and a speedy return.
Letter from Town Clerk re November 11th
Parade. Fifteen members promised to be
present, a wreath to be provided.
The Secretary gave his yearly report. A vote
of thanks was passed to him for excellent work
during the year.
The Treasurer then gave his Financial Report
which was accepted. A vote of thanks was also
passed to him for services rendered.
The Election of Officers and Committee then
took place. Col. Crookenden, D.S.O., President;
Chairman, Major J. C. Jackson; Vice-Chairman,
Mr. P. Deal; Secretary, Mr. C. Mills; Treasurer,
Mr. C. Collins; Assistant Secretary, Mr. T.
Holloway. Committee were reelected together
with the Social Committee.
Box Collection, 7/6 for Branch funds.
*
*
*

Weald Branch
We held our Annual General Meeting at
Cranbrook on Wednesday, 17th October, and
were very glad to have Colonel E. B. Burns
back in the Chair and to see him looking well
and in good health again. After considerable
difficulty, and much to everyone's delight, we
managed to persuade him to carry on as Chair
man for another year, with Brigadier Whitacre
Allen as ViceChairman. Then to our regret we
heard that Mr. E. Maxwell, our able and energetic
Secretary, saw no alternative but to resign his
post as he was faced with a long and intensive
course of study before taking an accountancy
examination in about a year's time. We would
like to take this opportunity of thanking him for
all he has done and to wish him success in his
important examination.
We had a great job in finding a successor, but
at last Mr. Betts of Tunbridge Wells very kindly
volunteered to take on, and Mr. Maxwell has
also kindly offered to help him as Assistant
Secretary for another year.
We had our Annual Dinner at The George
Hotel, Cranbrook, on Saturday, 17th November.
Colonel Burns was in the Chair. We were
delighted to have with us as guests the Colonel
of the Regiment and Lieut.Colonel A. G.
Jelf, commanding 4/5th Battalion The Buffs,
and as a member of the Weald Branch dining
with us (we never let him forget he is one of us)
Major A. J. Peareth, Secretary of the Past and
Present Association. We were also very glad

to have Major E. Clarke with us again and to
see him looking so much better.
After drinking the toasts of The King and
The King of Denmark, Colonel Burns proposed
the health of the Colonel of the Regiment. In
his reply, General Scarlett kept us interested by
bringing us uptodate in news of the Army in
general and of the Regiment in particular.
It was the first time since the war that we
have succeeded in inducing the C.O. of the
4/5th Battalion to dine with us and in his speech
he told us about the new T.A., how the 4/5th
Battalion is constituted and how it is faring.
After the speeches we divided into little groups,
yarned over old times and thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves.
We are very appreciative of the effort made
by our guests and Major Peareth in making the
journey into the depths of the Weald, and would
like to thank all those responsible for arranging
the dinner; giving the prizes for the raffles,
which produced quite a nice little sum for
administrative expenses of the Weald Branch
and journey of our Darts team, and for doing
all the many jobs which have to be done when
organising a dinner like this. About 56 attended,
slightly less than last year, but it was generally
voted to be a better dinner and it was undoubtedly
a very enjoyable evening.
The room was tastefully decorated by a large
Dragon at one end and a large notice calling
attention to the Weald Branch Dance at the
Assembly Rooms, Tunbridge Wells, on Friday,
January 25th, 1951, from 8 p.m.—1 a.m. which
is to be held in aid of the funds of the Weald
Branch and of the Past and Present Association
under the patronage of the Colonel of the
Regiment. This is a new venture and we hope
it will be well supported by the young—and the
old too. So come along and roll up in your
coach loads ! Tickets—4/6 if taken before the
date of the Dance, 5/ at the door. Reduction
for coach parties. A London Band.
We do hope this will be supported by the
Past and Present as a whole—Tunbridge Wells
has been chosen because it is such a good centre,
being about equal distance from London,
Brighton, Medway Towns, Cranbrook, Maid
stone and not too far from Canterbury.
*
*
*

Medway Branch
Ladies Guild
The monthly meeting was well attended and
business carried out and two new members
admitted. All members were very sorry to
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hear of the Illness of our ViceChairman, Mrs.
Barton, who had undergone an operation, but
we are very pleased to say she was recovering
and was very cheerful and we wish her all the
best,
On October 17th a party of members spent a
very pleasatnt evening with the Sittingbourne
Branch on the occasion of their second birthday.
Then on October 30th we paid our annual
visit to Canterbury.
We were met by Mrs. Findlay and paid our
visit to the Warriors' Chapel and attended
Evensong at the Cathedral.
Mrs. Findlay joined us for tea and on behalf
of the Branch Mrs. Skinner presented her with
a bunch of chrysanthemums. After a pleasant
time we returned home.
At the monthly, meeting held on November
27th Mrs. King Holt (Chairman) presided. In
opening the meeting Mrs. Holt said all members
would be pleased to know that Mrs. Barton
(ViceChairman) was out of hospital and making
a slow recovery. Best wishes from all were sent
to her.
Whist was enjoyed, also a Bring and Buy
Sale was held., the proceeds to be sent to the
War Memorial Fund (Warriors' Chapel), Can
terbury. To all friends and members we say
Thank You. A cheque for £10 10s. Od. was
sent to the Fund.
To all other Branches we send Season's
Greetings.

Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of 195th monthly meeting held at
the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, November 2nd, 1951.
Col. D. J. Dean was in the Chair, supported
by Major J. E. Wills, Mr. W. Mount and 21
members.
An apology was received from Mr. E.
Croucher for his absence owing to illness.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
signed as correct.
Correspondence was read and dealt with.
The Children's Christmas Party.—It was
proposed and carried that it be held on Saturday,
8th December.
Entertainment.—Mr. Mount kindly offered
to pay for the Punch and Judy Show. This was
greatly appreciated.

After further discussion ofvfnlettainment a
subcommittee was set up to deal with the matter
the same as last year.
The Booby was given by Mr. C. Parker and
won by Mr* Starks, making 10/6.
Results of the Dart Final, Folkestone v Sitting
bourne, played at Herne Bay Branch, November
22nd, 1951. Folkestone 2, Sittingbourne 1.
The Sittingbourne Branch thanks the Com
mittee of Herne Bay for a most enjoyable evening.

Ramsgate Branch
My first important item in these notes is to
wish the 1st Battalion, The Buffs, a Happy
Christmas and New Year, and a safe and speedy
return to Blighty. We look forward to their
notes each month. Also we wish all Branches
and Buffs the best wishes for Christmas and
New Year.
<
It was nice to have Colonel Parry and Major
Peareth at our November meeting. My members
want to know how the Colonel can find lticky
raffle numbers?
I think my meeting report will include all
Branch news, so here goes:—
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association The Buffs was held at
Headquarters, Freemasons' Tavern, on Friday, November
16th, 1951.
The Chairman, Mr. C. F. Fakley, presided, supported
by Major A. J. H. Taylor, Major H. Martin, Major A. J.
Peareth, Col. F. W. B. Parry, Lieut. W. Wotton and Mr.
B. E. Knott (Branch Hon. Secretary).
The Chairman welcomed their guests, Colonel Parry
(H.C. Bde.) and Major Peareth (Association Secretary)
and stated business would be brief as every member was
looking forward to the talk of Colonel Parry, and it was a
great pleasure to have the Colonel with them that evening,
Mr. Fakley mentioned the death of Capt. G. Johnson.
D.C.M. This fine old soldier was ninety years old and had
served thirty years in The Buffs. He expressed the Branch's
sympathy and the members stood for two minutes' silence
as a token of respect to their late member.
Mr. Knott stated the Branch was playing away at
Sittingbourne in the first round of the Dart Competition
on December 4th. Also the Children's Christmas Party
had been arranged to take place at the Drill Hall, Willson's
Road, on the 15th December. This was a combined
Christmas Tea Party with the Local Territorial Detach
ment. Names of children to be given to Mr. W. Costin.
The Colonel told of several incidents in China of his
contact with the Communists, some very humorous and
others rather serious. Closing his talk, he thanked the
members for their welcome and looked forward, to further
visits in the near future.
Both Major Taylor and Mr. Fakley thanked the Colonel
for his enjoyable and interesting: taifcand to have his
company had been a great pleasure. Refreshments were
supplied by Buff Host Dick Atkins and many old friend
ships were revived*
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Heme Bay Branch
Our monthly meeting was held at May Lodge
on the 12th and 15 members were present.
On Thursday, 8th November, a party 6f
members and friends went to Faversham for the
Torchlight Carnival and although we had some
disappointments at the start, everyone seems to
have had a good view of the procession and
enjoyed themselves. We missed Mr. Davey for
the raffle, but the Secjetlry stood the test very
well.
Remarks were passed on the 'bus to the
effect that the Bulloekstone Tobacco grower whs
present.
Jarvis and Sheppard were seen down by the
Creek (why ?) and did they take a short cut
back to the 'bus ?
Sheppard appears to have had a Sergeant
Major who was very fond of him, or so it appears
from his remarks, that the SergeantMajor was
always after him.
Our Chairman seems to be a very happy man
these days, so watch out for big news in the
near future.
On Remembrance Sunday our President and
Chairman, Major J. Iggulden and Mr. Stannard
laid a wreath on the Park Memorial in memory
of those who gave their all in both world wars.
During the afternoon a service under the direction
of the Joint ExServicemen's Associations Com
mittee was held in the Pier Pavilion and about
1,200 attended a most impressive ceremony.
Several of our members attended and also
assisted in seating, etc., whilst our Secretary
acted as M.C.
If any young men require advice on cosmetics
as to colour, tastes, etc., please contact our
Grape Vine, any morning in Mortimer Street.
On 22nd November we had the honour of
being selected to arrange the final of the Inter
Branch Darts Final between Folkestone and
Sittingbourne. Folkestone turned out to be the
winners by 2 legs to 1 and a most enjoyable
evening was had by all. The Association Sec
retary, Major Peareth, also attended and the
Cups were presented by Major D. Iggulden,
our President.
I will leave the teams to quote details.
We hope to have some photographs ready for
the January issue of The Dragon.
*

*

*

Folkestone Branch

I suppose that Christmas will be a thing of
the past before the December issue reaches us

(We don't.—Ed.), but if it is not, here's wishing
every Buff all that he would wish himself for
that Season, from Folkestone Branch members.
We had quite a good muster for our November
Meeting on the 6th. I regret to say our Chairman
was not able to be with us again, not having
sufficiently recovered from his illness to venture
out in this damp climate of ours.
I'm glad to say, on making enquiries very
recently, that he is now well on the way to a
complete recovery.
We were very pleased to have with us Ex*
C.Q.M.S. Wickens of the 1st Battalion, and
look forward to seeing him often.
Our ViceChairman was asked to place our
wreath on the Memorial during the Remembrance
Day Service. This he duly did. This Service was
blessed with wonderful weather and was no less
impressive than in former years.
On November 25th our Darts Team with a
small escort went to Herne Bay to play Sitting
bourne in the Final. I'm pleased to state it
won, 2—1. I'm asked to say how much everyone
enjoyed the evening and the wonderful hos
pitality of the Herne Bay Branch. Thank you a
lot.
Prior to that we had been entertained by
Sittingbourne when we played London "A".
Here again we were made to feel more than
welcome. Well done; Sittingbourne, and again,
many thanks.
Now I hear we are to go to Ashford in the
first round of the 1952 Competition. This,
I think; will be December 15th. I note the
regulations are to be tightened up considerably.
*

*

*

Brighton Branch

A very good meeting in November, about a
dozen turning up and we even sold ten Dragons.
The Branch has decided to hold its annual dinner
nearer the springtime and so avoid bad weather
and a poor attendance.
We have been invited to make up a party and
get a 'bus and go over to Tunbridge Wells for
the Weald Branch Dance on 25th January—a lot
will depend on how many are prepared to face
the weather, but who can tell, it might be a
springlike evening.
One of our most faithful members and regular
attenders is a patient in Southlands Hospital at
Shoreham. May he be out and well again before
these notes appear in print.
To all Buffs everywhere a merry Christmas and
a prosperous and happy New Year, especially
those with the 1st Battalion in die Middle East.
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The Colour Party with the new Colours

MajorGeneral Hon. G. Scarlett addressing the parade

[Photo by Fuller*s Photo News Service

[Photo by Fuller*s Photo News Service

Ashford Branch

After supper we were entertained by the
Domino Concert Party and a good evening closed
at about 11.45.
Our thanks are due to Mr. and Mrs. G. Goss
for the catering, also to Mr. E. Stace and his
Sports Committee for the arrangement of
everything. Well done, Ted, a jolly good show.

Our Annual General Meeting was held in
November. After the minutes had been con
firmed and the correspondence accepted we
carried out the task of Electing our Officers for
the ensuing year.
Major Bompas was again elected our President
and the same VicePresidents were reelected,
i.e. Captain A. C. Crothall, Captain G. T.
Denne and Captain Butcher. Mr. W. Coleman
was elected Chairman after a vote had been
taken. Mr. W. Miles of 118 Herbert Road,
Willesborough, is the Secretary in the place of
Mr. E. J. Sharrard, who resigned through not
being in any too good health. Mr. Sharrard
has had 23 years in the Branch and one of the
officials all the time.
I am sorry to say that Mr. Edwards is still on
the sick list, also our old friend Mr. W.
Manktelow. We all wish them a speedy recovery.
Our annual supper was held at the Somerset
Arms on Saturday, November 10th, when a
good number of our members sat down to a
good spread. Our President, Major Bompas,
was in the Chair, supported by our Chairman.
We were very pleased indeed to have the
company of our Association Secretary, Major
A. J. Peareth, also Captain G. T. Denne, our
VicePresident. All our old members of 65 years
and over were entertained by the Branch.
Our Branch Sports Cup was presented to the
winners, which was won jointly by Mr. G.
Skinner for darts and Mr. S. Ellenden for crib,
so they hold the Cup for six months each; they
also received a little present. The runnersup
were Mr. H. Ades and Mr. H. Coleman, who
each received a cake stand.

*

*

*

2nd (Cinque Ports) Bn.
A.C.F., County of Kent

G

IRLS of the Folkestone County Technical
School saw two regimental flags they had
themselves made and embroidered dedi
cated for the 2nd Cadet Battalion, The Buffs, at
the Drill Hall, Shellons Street, on Sunday,
November 4th.
The Service of dedication was conducted by
the Vicar of Sandgate, the Rev. J. C. Gethin
Jones, M.C., Hon. C.F.
Among those present at the ceremony were
MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett, Colonel of
The Buffs, Mrs. Scarlett, the Mayor of Folke
stone (Cr. J. F. Moncrieff) and the Mayoress,
members of the Corporation, Mr. G. P. Walter,
Chairman of Folkestone Chamber of Trade,
and Col. G. V. Britten, Commandant of the
Small Arms Wing, Hythe School of Infantry.
Representatives of Folkestone Girl Guides,
A.T.C. and Sea Cadets paraded. The 2nd
Battalion, The Buffs A.C.F., provided the
colour party and escort to the Colours.
The parade was commanded by Major C. E.
Thomas, M.B.E., acting C.O. of the Battalion.
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CATALOGUE AND SAMPLES ON REQUEST

The undermentioned Officers relinquish their commns.,
17th November, 1951, arid are granted hon. ranks as
shown:—
Lt. G. S. Gabb, M.C.—Capt.; Lt; J. H. Swinford—Lt.;
Lt. J. Badcock—Lt.; Lt. K. D. Moore—Lt.

Modern Printing

NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

Cadet Jeremy Olpherts Hutchinson to be 2nd Lt., 22nd
Sept., 1951.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Lt. Patrick O'Keeffe from Emerg. Commn. to be Lt.,
28th Nov., 1951, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. from Reg. Army, Nat.
Serv. List, to be 2nd Lts.:—
J. G. Barker, 19th Sept., 1951, with seniority 12th Aug.,
1950.
C. G. S. Paterson, 2nd October, 1951, with seniority
15th July, 1950.
A. D. Conyers, 5th October, 1951, with seniority 12th
August, 1950.
J. D. de Pury, 8th October, 1951, with seniority 21st
October, 1950.
R. T. Nye, 18th September, 1951, with seniority 20th
May, 1950.
A. J. Snowden, 26th Sept., 1951, with seniority 18th
March, 1950,

For over SIXTYTHREE years we have
kept pace with the everincreasing tempo
of the age. Our factory is equipped with
the latest types and machinery. Our
modern technicians are expert in the pro
duction of Regimental Christmas Cards,
Diestamped Stationery, Invitation Cards,
Account Books and Printing of all des
criptions from Visiting Cards to a Corps
History. Prompt personal attention to all
orders.

HIORNS & MILLER
LIMITED

40 Marlborough Street, Devonport
TBLBPHONE

437 DEVONPORT

THE MILITARY PRINTING SPECIALISTS

FORM of legacy
(to be included in a will, or as a codicil thereto).
I BEQUEATH to the Colonel for the time being of The Buffs, the sum
of £

:

:

free from legacy duty, in aid of the general object

of the Central Fund (Colonel of The Buffs), for which legacy the Receipt of
such Colonel shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executors.

Signature

M

How to get "The Dragon"

Telephone 2107

pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/.^6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

Eetabliehed 1818

Gibbs & Sons
General Printers

OVER i CENTURY CATERING

All Classes of

FOR CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
Since we opened after the first world war, we have
seen the change
From large families and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints,
But we make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week and give you the joint of
your choice for Sunday.

MILITARY PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE

BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS  PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL

BUTCHER AND POULTERER

ESTIMATES GIVEN

Your share T>
delicous
nome made
Sausage

T|

T|

r. K. Beaney*

W
Extensive
. *
" R e f r i g e r a t i o n
22a MILITARY ROAD
oo
Tel. 2827
23 BUS PASSES THE DOOR
E X B U

— " P h o t o g r a p h s " —
Phone 3637

Artists

AND

16 Orange Street

CANTERBURY
,JFA

CANTERBURY
DEVELOPING

9

PRINTING

Materials

PICTURE FRAMING

Civil 4 Military Tailors

V
r|f tradition passed
'if from mother to 1;V
::M daughter since M\
m
.
-

jm-'

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE

2566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

14/16

VYEtSON

THE KENTISH GROCERS

WARRENS (Canterbury) Ltd.,
Sun Street, CANTERBURY
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HENRY HART & Co., Ltd.

_ _

m

Established 1820

ANTIQUES
OBJETS

The most
convincing argument

DART

in favour of Fremlins
comes from the mouth
of the bottle.
13 BEST LANE BENCH STREET
DOVER
CANTERBURY
'PHONE 4135

Br Appointment

"KENT'S BEST" IS FREMLINS

PHONE 503

J# BROOKE, Ltd.

J# J|. fe

mru Merchants
To His Majesty the King

Established 1799
Wine MerchcHltS

LONDON

27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone: MANilon Home, 5301 (2 lines) h 7097

FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 linos)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: 6301

Price List on application.

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY GIBBS AND SONS, ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY
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