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The Past and Present Association
Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764,

Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARKTH.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs

Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. F J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. F Gould, 51 Fiacolns Inn Fields,
Fondon, W.C.2

Meeting Dates and Places

3.

ASHFORD

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.)

4.

FONDON

Mr. F. W. Tong

5.

DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills. 10 West Street, Dover

6.

WEALD

Col. F. B. Burns, T.D.

7.

MEDWAY

Mr. F. Maxwell, 7 StoneStreet, Cranbrook,
Kent
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

8.

SLTTINGBOURNE

Fast Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester,
7.30 p.m.
First Fridav in each month, Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Hoinewood Avenue,
Fast Street, 7.30 p.m.
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B. F. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern,.Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
First Wednesday in each mopth, Drill Hall,
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Mr. R. H. Harman
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Fast Wednesday in each month, British
Mr. F R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Fegion
Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Fane,
Mr. F. F. Parratt
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Mr. W. Stanard
Fegion Club, May Fodge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. H. Taylor
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
8 p.m.
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road.
Deal
First Tuesday in each month, Royal
Major H. Jackson
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, R.N.O.C.
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Major H. Milton,. 118 Queen's Road,
Club. 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
Brighton
7.30 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, St. Hubertus
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
Kegs. Fyngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
7.30 p.m.
Mr. F. C. Cox

9.

RAMSGATE

10.

MARGATE

11.

HYTHE

12.

CANTERBURY

13.

HERNE BAY

14.

FOLKESTONE

15. SANDWICH
16.

DEAL

17.

FAVERSHAM

18.

BRIGHTON

19.

DENMARK

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Kagle
Hotel", Fondon Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

GROUPS
(a)
(5)

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

(c) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
'd) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD
President : HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
Branch
1.

FONDON

2. DOVER

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Fodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

Mrs. I. Crookenden, J.P.

3.

FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

4.

DEAL

Mrs. Fast

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6.

ASHFORD

Mrs. F. King

1,

SITTING BOURNE

Mrs, M, F, Dean

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. F Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I
6.30 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, Coop.
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Every Fourth Tuesday, Foresters' Hall
King Street, Gillingham. 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month. The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Diill
Hall, Fast Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.j»,
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel : MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stoaegreen Hall Mersliam, Nr. Ashford, Kent .
Name

Unit or Appointment

CAPTAINS—continu ed

FIEUTENANT COLONELS

Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parry, F. W. B
1st Bn.
MAJORS

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Parry, R. F., M.C
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A. G
Craddock;R.W., D.S.O., M.B.E

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
T/Ft.Col., H.C.G.T.C.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Ft.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Depot.
T/Ft.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Ft.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
T/Ft.Col., Instr. I.D.C.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Q Branch, War Office.
Harris St. John, B. J.
1st Bn.
Fewis, P. T ...
1st Bn. Roval Sussex Regt.
Bailey, N. T.
H.C.G.T.C."
Edlmann, E. F C., M.C. ... T/Ft.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C.
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
May, J. F
1st Bn.
Ravenhill, R. A. C
G.S.O.2, G.H.Q., M.E.F F.
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy, R. H.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
CAPTAINS

Staff Capt., H.Q., E. Anglian Dist.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
1st Bn.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Staff College, Camberley.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
School ot Tnfantry, Hythe.
G.S.O.3, M.I.2, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q,, M.E.F.F.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.

Fucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, F. P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.

Court, D. N.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E
Nash, J P
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. ...
Iliffe, R. O
Hadshar, G. ...
Dunglinson, W. G. II.
Barrett, D. P. R
Dent, J. E
MacDonald, E. W. ...
Marshall, F
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
Peckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. E.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Phillips, F M.

T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
Command
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.
Depot.
Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.3, H.Q., Br. Tps., Sudan.
G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Attd. M.A., Athens.
H.C.G.T.C.
4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.

FIEUTENANTS

...

Griffin, C. J.
French, B.G.J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.

...
...
...
...

...
...
...

A.D.C., Cotnd., H.C. District.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Fanguage Course, Fondon.
H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

2ND
...
...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

...
...
...
...

FIEUTENANTS

QUARTERMASTERS

Williams, F J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.
Kille, W. E

...
...
...

Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
Capt. (Q.M.), M.E.E.F.

Short Service Commissions
CAPTAINS

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D.
O'Geary, M. G.
Buckeridge, M
Bailey, C. F., M.C
Ford, E. N. M.C
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. F E., T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E
Feates, M. M.C
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Sherwood, R. D
Pitkin, W. H
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
Hannan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A

CAPTAINS—cont inued

T/Maj/, Q.5(C)., War Office.

Bloomer, R. H.

3 A.B.T.C.
T/Maj.
T/Maj.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Kong.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
9 Trav. Wing, H.Q. E. Anglia Dist.
Adm. Office, H.Q. Klagenfurt Gar., B.T.A.
G.S.O.3, War Office.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., E. Command.
1st Bn.

Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. F.

H.Q., N. Ireland
...
...
...

FIEUTENANTS

Butcher, D.A.T.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D. ...
Barlow, W. B.
Roseberry, F S.

...
...
...
... .

Minto, I. G.,

2ND FIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.

V.'.

1 R.W.K.
T/Capt.
T/Capt.
R.M.P. Trg. Est., Woking.
T/Capt. D.A.P.M., H.Q., S.I.B.

QUARTERMASTERS

Rowcliffe. T. A.,, Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
Corps, J., Capt.

...
...

Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MEFF
H.Q. Fand Forces, Hong Kong.
Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONELS

4th Bn. : Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
5th Bn. : Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.
Jelf, A. G.

FLEUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D.. M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville. F. G., M.C.
Collins H. A. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M^.E,
Balding, C. E. B,

MAJORS

District, FFburn,
N. Ireland.

T/Capt.
T/Capt., W.O. 3 P.I.A.
H.C.G.T.C.

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Fees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Fewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.
Pantony, D. A.
Williams, F J, M.B.E.

FIEUTENANTS

2ND. FIEUTENANT
QUARTERMASTER

Maj. (Q.M.)
MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.),
CHAPLAIN

Major The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A,
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TEL. WHITEHALL 2504

What do
you
know about

RISE

SHINE
YOUR BOOTS WITH KIWI!

ENOP

AND

DO YOU KNOW that ENO overnight will save you

from a dry nasty mouth in the morning ? A glass of
cooling, refreshing ENO will settle your stomach, clear
your head and ensure a wellregulated system. Take
your ENO — and preserve your natural buoyancy.

Eno's 'Fruit Salt'
SPECIALLY RECOMMENDED

for IRREGULAR ACTION, SICK HEADACHE,
LIVERISHNESS, BILIOUSNESS, HEARTBURN, etc.
2/3d. Regular Size—Family Size 3/1Id.
The words "ENO", "ENO'S" and "FRUIT SALT" are registered Trade Marks

r//£ poi/sp rp/tr

P££PS TP£M BIPCP£P CO/VG£R
iXiti
Do you want a highgloss shine, a real
parade ground shine ? Then remember
„

7

INCORPORATED

2nd

.j, c/J&/ventu*er,

KIWI—the polish that recolours your boots,
and gives them a really high shine that

MAY I67O

comes back with a couple of rubs. Kiwi
keeps boots brilliantly black for a longer
time because Kiwi use only the costliest
Carnauba wax from Brazil, only the purest
aniline dyes. Get a tin today and prove

KIWI
SHINES BLACKER
LONGER
Ask
V5I1

for

it

at

NAAFI

MADE IN ENGLAND

The Following Firms Support Service Journals
For Your Enjoyment

Callard & Bowser's
Celebrated "Thistle Brand''

BUTTERSCOTCH

British Biscuits
at theirBest
flacfarlane[ang

Famous since 1837

Try
BURMA SAUCE
Every drop is of full flavour

Ask for White—Cottells

Worcester Sauce

BROWN & KNIGHT, LTD.
Ham
Specialists

9a Lower Marsh
LAMBETH, S.E.l

For protection against
Skin Infection.. .USE

WRIGHTS *
3r

CoalTiit'Soap

TARGETS

POTTER'S
CATARRH PASTILLES

JOHN MCQUEEN & SON, LTD.

FOR COUGHS AND COLDS

GALASHIELS

POTTER AND CLARKE LTD

Supply your targets through Ministry
of Supply Contracts and will be glad
to help with any problems.

LONDON AND MANCHESTER

ASK FOR

IN YOUR MESS OR N A AFI

The SMART
WAY to end
DRY HAIR
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Personalia
YY/E are sorry to hear that Lord Goschen has
been ill in bed over Christmas and wish
him a speedy recovery.

Lieut.Colonel E. Barry, who is British
Consul at Mogadishu, has now completed a
third of his contract and will be home again in
twelve months' time unless his contract is
renewed. He finds his job most interesting,
especially, at the moment, in the area he is in.

We are glad to hear from Major H. A. B.
Ternan, at Liss, that both he and Mrs. Ternan
are well.
Lieut.Colonel E. V. Argles in addition to his
work for S.S. & A.F.A. is also on the local War
Pensions Committee. He has recently become
Hon. Secretary of the Bristol Branch of the
Men of Kent and Kentish Men's Association.

Major C. S. Field has returned from his trip
to Australia and is living at Pigeon House,
Frampton, Dorset, with Colonel and Mrs.
R. E. Power.

Major B. J. Harris St. John and N. T. Bailey
are attending a Senior Officers' Course ; Captain
F. de R. Morgan is now an instructor at the
School of Infantry, Signal]Wing,|Hythe.

Captain W. E. Jones kindly sent us a Christ
mas card from Singapore, where he is employed
at Headquarters, Base District, in Claims and
Hirings. His number in the Regiment was
8007 and he served with "BC Company, 1st
Battalion. He was commissioned in 1940.
He sends his best wishes to his old comrades and,
in particular, to Major T. Burt.

We have received news from the following
exBandsmen of the 1st Battalion who are
employed either in Passenger . Transport or
with the City Police at Liverpool :—Pearsall,
Fox, Fearon, Butler and exSgt. Durham, late
of the 2nd Battalion.
In the Second World War, Pearsall, Fox and
Fearson served with the King's Liverpool
Regiment.
Mr. P. E. Stone, who has been ill for the past
ten years, has had to have both legs amputated.
In spite of all his troubles he remains cheerful,
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He would be very pleased were some of his old
friends to write to him. His regimental number
was 6278804. Enlisting on March 28th, 1919,
he was serving with the 2nd Battalion at Bordon
as a storeman when discharged in 1938. His
present address is : Georges Ward, Haslemere
Hospital, Haselmere, Surrey.
We regret to record the deaths of the following
and offer our sympathy to their families :—
Captain William Walter Gascoigne in his
90th year, at his home, Court Lodge, Westwell.
He served in the 191418 War with the 7th
Battalion and also held a Staff appointment in
France. He was one of the original members of
the Kent Volunteers.
Mrs. Lamb, on January 2nd. For many years
Mrs. Lamb was Honorary Secretary of the
London Branch, Ladies' Guild, for which she
did very valuable work.
Mr. W. Austin of the "Fat Ox", St. Michael's,
Tenterden, suddenly on Sunday, 7th January.
6286946 LanceCorporal J. Wylie, who died
of wounds received in action in Korea. He was
29 years old. He was educated at Hereson
School, Ramsgate, and joined the Regiment in
1939. Taken prisoner at Dunkirk, he spent five
years in a German prison camp. In August
last he was recalled to the Colours and posted
to the Gloucestershire Regiment. He leaves a
wife and three children.
6299820 Pte. S. H. Law, in action in Korea
whilst serving with the Gloucestershire Regt.
We draw attention to the change of meeting
dates of the Sittingbourne and Folkestone
Branches, which are to be found on page iii.
Brigadier Foster Hall's revised Short History
has been on sale for some time and our readers
who are interested in the theatres of war in
which the Regiment fought in World War II
will have had ample opportunity to purchase a
copy.
With this, the first issue of the New Year, our
front page reverts to its former setup.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
DEATH

Lamb.—On January 2nd, at Rhyl, N. Wales,
after two days' illness, Mary, widow of
C.S.M. E. W. (Ted) Lamb, 1st, 2nd and
7th Battalions The Buffs, and mother of
Kathleen and Isobel.

ENGAGEMENT

Captain C. J. Griffin and Miss E. M. Jack
The engagement is announced between Capt.
Christopher John Griffin, The Buffs, only son
of the Rev. J. W. K. Griffin, D.S.O., O.B.E., and
Mrs. D. G. Griffin, of 105 Old Dover Road,
Canterbury, and Elizabeth Mary Jack, only
daughter of the late Mr. D. S. Jack, M.R.C.V.S.,
and of Mrs. D. M. Brereton, of Houghton,
King's Lynn, Norfolk.

Wedding
Sgt. T. R. Lynch and Miss D. I. Peett
PRETTY wedding was solemnized at
Canterbury, on Saturday, December 16th,
the contracting parties being Sergeant T. R.
Lynch (The Buffs Band), second son of Mr.
and Mrs. Lynch of Hamilton, Scotland, and
Daphne I. Peett, second daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Peett, of 24 Stranger's Lane, Canterbury.
Miss Peett, who was given away by her
father, made a charming bride in a gown of
white flowered silk taffetta, with a flowered
headdress and veil. She carried a sheaf of arum
lilies. As attendants, Mrs. D. Minter and Miss
Betty Crombie wore blue figured crepe de chine
frocks with headdresses of pink roses, and
carried bouquets of pink carnations ; Miss
Isabel Horton wore a pale blue figured silk
frock trimmed with pink velvet, with a
headdress of real anemones and carried a basket
of anemonies trimmed with ferns. Master Brian
Lawrence, as page, wore a Faun tier oy suit of
royal blue velvet. Mr. Alex Inglis (cousin) was
best man.
Following a reception at Slatter's Restaurant,
the couple left for a honeymoon in Scotland, the
bride travelling in a dusty pink striped two
piece Hebe suit with navy blue accessories.

A

Obituary.
Reg. No. 2072 R.S.M. W. H. Clarke
THE death of the abovenamed recorded in

* The Dragon must have been deeply felt by a
large circle of old comrades who had the greatest
affection for him. Known always as "Nobby",
he enlisted about 1884 at Canterbury and after
a period with the 2nd Battalion went out on
draft to the 1st Battalion, in which he completed
his first period of engagement.
On the outbreak of the South African War in
1899, "Nobby" rejoined and sailed with the
2nd Battalion on the Gaika as a Sergeant,

THE

3

DRAGON

and served throughout, taking part in every
engagement the battalion participated in.
Towards the end of the South African War, he
was unfortunately bitten by a snake—a deadly
black Mamba—and although given only a few
hours to live, he survived, to live to over 81
years of age.
Returning to civil life, he was employed by
the General Post Office, but the 1914 War
breaking out, he joined a Territorial unit, the
16th London Irish, with which he served in
France, becoming Regimental SergeantMajor.
Returning to his Government employment, he
carried on. until the age limit compelled his
retirement and was awarded the Imperial
Service Medal. "Nobby" then obtained employ
ment with the Bourjois Soap Works as a uni
formed attendant and remained in this employ
ment for many years. The particular attribute
of "Nobby" Clarke was his scrupulous clean
liness—even to the extent of polishing his
membership badge—and his dapper appearance
at all times. He was a man with a very big
heart and a generous disposition. He had been
ill for some little while and had a peaceful end.
A Requiem Mass was said for him in the Catholic
Church at Wallington after which he was laid
to rest in the Catholic Cemetery. He leaves two
sons and a daughter (a Nun) to mourn, his loss.
So passes another of the old Brigade who will be
sadly missed.
j.E.E.
W. Austin
b. 1890. d. 7/1/1951
Mr. Austin, was an old Regular soldier who
joined the 2nd Battalion, in which his brother
was serving, at Hong Kong in 1908, going with
the Battalion to Singapore and Wellington,
S. India. He was a Signaller and while serving
with the 2nd Battalion in. India transferred
to the Indian Army Corps of Signals, and with
them served with the Indian Corps in France in
191415. He took his discharge soon after the
end of the war and joined the Metropolitan.
Police. After some years in. the Police he decided
to settle down, in Kent and became landlord of
the "Fat Ox". He was a keen member of the
Past and Present Association and was well
known and much respected locally. He had
given the use of a room in the "Fat Ox" for
use of the local subbranch (Tenterden) of the
Weald Branch, and the last meeting was held
there on Friday, January 5th, when Mr. Austin
seemed to be well and in good heart, and it was
a great shock to hear of his death on the
following Sunday. The funeral took place at the

parish church at St. Michael's, Tenterden, on.
Wednesday, 10th January, and a number of the
Weald Branch were present.

Future Events
The Buffs Golfing Society. Saturday,
April 7th and Sunday, April 8th. Spring
Meeting, Royal St. George's Golf Club,
Sandwich.
Dragon Club Dinner. Wednesday, 13th
June. Naval and Military Club.
London Branch Dinner and Ball, Saturday,
23rd June.
Buffs Golfing Society. Sunday, 24th June.
MidSummer Meeting, Sunningdale Golf
Club.
Canterbury Festival. Wednesday, 18th July
to Friday, 10th August.
Cathedral Festival. Wednesday, 18th July
to Saturday, 28th July.
Civic Festival. Monday, 30th July to
Saturday, 4th August.
Cricket Festival. Saturday, 4th August to
Friday, 10th August.
Remembrance Sunday. 12th August.
London Branch Ladies' Guild Dinner,
Saturday, 29th September.

To an old Buff
IT so happens that I belong to one of the
1country branches of the Past and Present
Association, and being still fortunate enough to
possess a car, I generally pick up two or three
members on my six mile drive to our place of
meeting.
Our members are mostly elderly, with service
back, in some cases, to the Boer War, but they
never fail one.
One old member I would especially like to
mention ; he has to walk nearly a mile to the
cross roads where I meet him. He is always
there, almost before "markers" is sounded.
On. the night of the last meeting, as
I approached the cross roads it was snowing
hard and I had been, held up. The headlights
shewed up on one side of the road the white
signpost, on the other a solitary figure standing,
with the snow falling on and around him, still
waiting.
I could not but help feeling that perhaps the
loyalty shown by this fine old Buff aptly
epitomised the spirit of the Regiment through
out the centuries.
H.W.J,

THE DRAG014

4

Buffs Golfing Society
jVJ EMBERS will learn

with
1great regret of the death on
25th November last of John
Ferry. In him we lose a keen
golfer who will be remembered
by all who knew him for his
cheerful disposition. We had
looked forward to his attendance
at many meetings.

This month has seen the issue
of the Society Handbook for
1951. Every care has been taken
to obtain the correct addresses
but it is pointed out that
addresses are often changed and without
informing the Hon. Secretary. In. this con
nection I would ask all members kindly to let
me know when they change their address.
As for other errors, I must apologise to
Captain Newton Moss for the omission, of his
decoration. Will members please amend their
copies and insert M.C. after his name.
The omission of the Rules from the present
Handbook is done on the score of expense, so
the retention of the 1949 Handbook should be
considered.
The way is now clear for the serious work of
golfing. The fixtures to date are :—
1. April 7th and 8th. Spring Meeting at Royal
St. George's, Sandwich.
2. June 24th. Summer Meeting, Sunningdale
G.C.
3. July 1st. Match v Liphook Golf Club.
4. October 13th and 14th. Autumn Meeting,
* Littlestone.
This early intimation will, I hope, result in
members keeping these dates free, and not to
plan to go abroad or indulge in other such
frivolities.

J.C.

Correspondence
24th Infantry Brigade,
British Element,
Trieste Force.

December 3Is£, 1950.
Dear Sir,
The arrival of the 1st Battalion in England after its
28year globe trot seems an appropriate moment to
thank the SubEditor for the excellence of the Battalion
Dragon notes during recent years. In all my service
I cannot recall a higher standard and, in readingthem,
one has indeed been able to live, albeit by proxy, the
life of the Battalion.
This exile, for one, is truly grateful.
Yours faithfully,
V. BOUCHER.

Account of Escape of 6284264 Cpl.
Royston, F., D.C.M., 2nd Bn. The
Buffs
^rOWARDS the end of May, '40 I had charge
of a section outside Pradelles, Southeast of
Cassel. We stood out as long as possible
against the advancing Germans and then made
our way to Battalion H.Q., where I found the
Commanding Officer and 10 men. Shortly
afterwards Battalion H.Q. was overrun, and
1 and some others made for Dunkirk by lorry.
Ultimately the road became impassible because
of a French convoy, and we continued on foot.
We met an. officer, and with seven men I dug a
position on his orders, but we were forced to
withdraw on the approach of German tanks,
and after that it was every man for himself.
With two companions I got to within about
7 miles of Dunkirk. There I was wounded in
the groin, and on my orders the men left me
alone. I was found by a German medical
officer who dressed my wound and I was taken
to a farm occupied by the German Medical
Corps (30th May). From there I was moved by
car to Mons, where I was kept for one day in a
private house, and to Courtrai, where the
wounded were four days in a hotel which was
being used as a hospital.
From Courtrai I was sent to a hospital in a
country house, seven or eight miles from
Koblenz. There my wound began to give me
trouble, and I was kept in the hospital for three
months, when I was told I was to be moved to
North Germany. I decided to try to escape.
I was allowed to go walking in the grounds
every afternoon and discovered a probable
way out through the latrines. The hospital was
a sort of clearance camp for wounded, and my
hour for walking was from 1600 to 1700 hours
each day, when I was unguarded except for the
ordinary sentries.
On 23rd September I went out to the latrine
about 1600 hours and began cutting through
the wire fence with a pair of joiner's pliers which
I had found in the hospital. The fence was about
three yards wide, and it took me a considerable
time to cut through. Having cut a passage,
I remained in the latrine until dusk, and then
crawled through the gap in the wire. on my
stomach. I lay in the bushes outside for about
two hours, and then started walking.
I knew the way by which I had been brought
from Belgium to Koblenz, and I followed this
in the reverse direction, keeping to the fields.
I walked for three nights, and lay up during the
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THE DRAGON
day. I had brought only one piece of bread with
me from the hospital, and I had no other food
except some carrots which I stole from gardens.
Crossing the Frontier
When I reached the frontier I hid in a spinney
and watched the German sentries during the
afternoon. The furthest points of the sentries'
beats were about half a kilometre apart and the
two met in the middle and then retraced their
Steps. At dusk I crept to within about 30 yards
of their meetingplace, and when they separated
I crossed a small road into a wood. A dog,
which ultimately turned out to be locked up
in a hut in the wood, began to bark,^ and I had
to lie low for a bit until it had quietened.
I then took off my boots and what remained
of my socks and circled the hut, only to find
myself on the wrong side of the road. I remained
hidden all day until dusk, when I began walking
over the fields. By this time I was just about
all in, but I met a farm hand in the fields who
took me to a farm. I am not certain where this
farm was, but I think I arrived in. Belgium well
South of Courtrai. I was very well treated at the
farm, being given food, civilian clothes and a
100 franc note, with the advice that I should
keep to byroads till" I reached the French
frontier.
I arrived at the frontier at Lea Seau, between
Bailleul and Armentieres. Near the frontier
I met a Belgian who said that it would be quite
easy to get across. He gave me a 100 franc
note to give to the Customs officer. At the
frontier the official asked for papers. I said,
"Anglais", and gave him the 100 franc note.
Speaking to me all the time in French, he
escorted me over the frontier past the German
guards. Before he left me he advised me to
try to get to Lille, where he said there was an
organisation. It took me about a week to reach
Lille via Merville. I stayed at farms during that
week. Just outside Merville I met a woman
who took me to her home in Lille, where she
was already sheltering two British soldiers,
L/Cpl. Green, R.A., and Pte. Taylor, J., Ox.
& Bucks L.I.
Lille
After I had been there two days, Major
Lowden, York & Lancaster Regt., and Captain
Wright, 9th Queen's Royal Lancers, arrived
from Loos, where they had been in prison.
Just afterwards a Lieut. Salt arrived, also from
Loos. On the advice of Major Lowden and
Captain Wright, I found an outlet through a
glass panel in. the roof of the house, in case we
should be raided by the Germans. About this
time there was a certain amount of dispute
among our helpers as to which of them should
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get us away, and one evening one of them, a
woman, arrived in a very bad temper because we
had favoured someone else's scheme. She said
that she would not help us any more and would
not be coming to visit us again.. I noticed that
she left at 1700 hours exactly, and I suspected
that we might have trouble that night.
At 2240 hours there was a banging at the
front door. I went to Major Lowden and
Captain Wright in their bedroom and warned
them to get dressed. The front door was burst
open, and I just had time to get Green and
Taylor out through the roof and into the attic
of the next house, which it had already been
arranged was to be our hiding place should we
be raided. At 0500 hours next day the owner
of the attic came in, brought us civilian clothes,
and told us to report to a cafe in Roubaix.
I took Green and Taylor there by tram, and on
the way I saw Major Lowden, Captain. Wright,
Lieut. Salt and the woman who had been
sheltering us under escort of one German
officer and four soldiers.
From Roubaix we were taken to Tourcoing,
where I was sheltered in a cafe while Green and
Taylor were housed in the other end of the
town.. My hostess tried to get in touch with an
organisation, but when a week had passed
with no developments I asked if I could
try alone to get to Unoccupied France, and she
agreed. Seven hundred francs were collected
by French friends for my journey. I left
Tourcoing on the 0515 train on a Friday
morning just before Christmas, '40 and travelled
to Bethune via Lille. From Bethun.e I went to
Abbeville, where I was supplied with false
identity papers for crossing out of the Zone
Interdite. I crossed the boundary by the main
bridge at Abbeville, where my papers were
examined by two German sentries, and caught
the train for Paris, whereas I went to Bordeaux.
I could get no assistance there for crossing the
Line of Demarcation, but was advised to go to a
place near Tours. I crossed the Line there with
the assistance of a cafe owner whose brother
met me on the other side and took me to a small
barn, where I stayed the night.
Marseilles and St. Hippolyte
Next morning I went by train to Marseilles.
There I went to a mission, and the following
morning detectives took me to the police station
and said I had to sign an interment form, but
promised that I would be allowed a certain
amount of freedom. On my return to the
mission, however, I learned that I was to be
interned next day. I accordingly stayed that
night at a hotel, and next morning was advised
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to go to Perpignan. There I was arrested at
the station and sent to St. Hippolyte.
St. Hippolyte
On my second day at St. Hippolyte I got out
alone and travelled with two other British
soldiers from Toulouse to Tarbes, whence
1 carried on alone to Pau. I stayed about two
weeks there and in April, '41 tried to cross the
Pyrenees alone without a guide. I had to give
up because of the snow, and, returning to
Pau, surrendered to the Prefect of Police,
who set off with me and two gendarmes for
St. Hippolyte. I escaped at the station at
Nimes and went to Perpignan, where I was
arrested and sent back to St. Hippolyte.
About this time the French were tightening
their control at St. Hippolyte at the instigation,
of the German Commission, and when I told
2/Lieut. Hewitt I still wanted to get to Spain
he said any further attempts would be punished
with 30 days' solitary confinement. Two days
later I got out again, but was arrested after
five hours and was given the sentence of 30 days'
solitary confinement.
Crossing the Spanish Frontier
After doing 25 days in. prison I complained
to the doctor that my wound was troubling me
and he sent me to Nimes for Xray treatment.
I was two weeks in hospital. Two French
soldiers then came for me and said we would
be leaving on the 17.30 train that day. They
allowed me, however, to visit some friends in
Nimes, on the understanding that I should
meet them on. the station. This I did not do.
Instead I went alone to Perpignan, where I was
advised to go to Laroque, near the frontier.
I set off by 'bus and got off two villages before
Laroque, where a Frechman. showed me a pass
into Spain. I walked along a main road, and
after 25\ hours I got as far as 3 km. past
Figueras. There a Civil Guard asked me for
papers, and I had to admit I had none and that
I was British. He asked if I had any money,
and I said I had 1,275 pesetas. I was arrested
and sentenced by a special commissioner for
having contraband money, the judge saying
that I would remain in prison "until the
Consul got me out". I was in prison in Figueras
from 31st July to 29th November. I shared
a cell with one Frenchman and two Belgians
and was well treated. I was then sent, via
Barcelona and Saragossa, to Miranda, where
I was interned from 7th December till early in
April, 1942. While I was in Miranda the
Gestapo used to visit the camp each Wednesday
and ask for volunteers from among the German
Jews, Poles and Spaniards to return to Germany.

The German Jews were most ready to go and
some Spaniards went. The Poles, on. the other
hand, did not volunteer. When F/O. Milroy
Gay left Miranda, I took over the British
group. I was released from Miranda, and after
a fortnight in Madrid was sent to Gibraltar at
the end of April for repatriation.

InPensioners at the Royal Hospital,
Chelsea
3748 Pte. Turner, R. W., The Buffs. 21 years.
Date of entry, 26/4/1929. Age 76, 1950. Medals :
I.G.S., Relief of Chitral.
3099 Pte. Seal, H., The Buffs, 4/90/98. Date
of entry, 6/12/1938. Age 78, 1950. Medals:
I.G.S., Waziristan 1894/95, Punjab Frontier
1897/98.
3087 Pte. E. Norman, The Buffs. 16 11/12
years. Date of entry, 8/1940. Age 79, 1950.
Medals : I.G.S. 1894/95, S.A. Q. & K. 99/02,
three Great War 1914/18.
519 Pte. Kerslake, The Buffs. 12 years.
Date of entry 10/10/40. Age 93, 1950. Medals :
S.A. 1879 (Zulu War).
1982 Dmr./Pte. Mount, W. A., The Buffs.
26 9/12 years. Date of entry 16/12/42. Age 84,
1950. Medals : S.A. Queen's, L.S.G.C.
3946 Sgt. J. Pullinger, The Buffs. 1892/1904.
Date of entry 19/7/49. Age 75, 1950. Medals :
I.G.S., Chitral, three 1914/18.
5164 Sgt. Jackson, W. J., The Buffs. 1896
1917. Date of entry 1/8/50. Age 73, 1950.
Medals : Great War two, L.S.G.C., Belgian
Croix de Guerre.

Military Service in Three Wars
GARDENING, soldiering, musicmaking and dancing
^have been the work and pleasure of Mr. Harry
Hinkley since he came to Cranbrook over fifty years
ago—and have made him one of the bestknown figures
in the town.
Ask him how it is he keeps so fit and still has enough
"puff" at 71 to blow a bugle and he will give you his
recipe—oldtime dancing.
Quadrilles, lancers, valetas and the like are danced
by Mr. Hinkley, and he has been doing them since 1899.
Born in Benenden, he tried working on the land and
one or two other experiments before settling down to
gardening, and has now been with his present employer,
Mrs. Murton, for over 40 years.
He has served on the committee of the present
Gardeners' Society, and for prizes at the local shows
he has a collection of some 125 prize cards, the latest
of which are this year's.
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Mr. Hinkley volunteered for service in the South
African War and served as a bugler with The Buffs.
As one of about only seven men from the town in this
campaign, he received on his return a silver watch
from the ladies of Cranbrook. Today it is still going
as well as he is.
Long before the start of the 191418 War, Mr. Hinkley
was a drummajor with The Buffs, and as such he went
on a recruiting campaign over Kent with Lord Goschen
before going overseas. He was demobilised in 1919
but his military career was not quite ended. In the
last war he served with the Home Guard at Cranbrook
for two years.
In 1923, Mr. Hinkley got together eight youngsters
for the Town Band, which he formed the following
year. Two years later he was conducting it to success
in a festival at Tunbridge Wells.
But the Town Band is not the only one he has trained.
He did the same—in earlier days—for the bands of
Cranbrook School O.T.C. and Cranbrook Scouts. He
can play almost any brass instrument, and has done
so in bands all over the Weald.
Only once has Mr. Hinkley not been available to sound
Last Post and Reveille at the Cranbrook Remembrance
Day parades. He invariably uses his Boer War bugle.
Another little job he has had for 48 years is that of
guardian of the Town's Vestry Hall. It now looks
extremely smart but no smarter than Mr. Hinkley on
parade.
(With acknowledgments to the "Kentish Express".)

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

Captain W. E. Kille from Short Service Commission to
be Captain (Q.M.), 7th September, 1950.
2nd Lts. J. R. Grugeon and G. O. Mullins to be Lieuts.,
22nd December, 1950.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt. W. B. Barlow from Emerg. Commn. to be Lieut.,
8th November, 1950, with seniority 5th January, 1947.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

Cadet J. D. de Pury to be 2/Lt., 21st October, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Lt. (W.S./Major) M. Gilford, O.B.E., to be Major,
1st January, 1949.
Lt. (W.S./Capt.) D. R. C. Whitcombe to be Captain,
1st January, 1949.
AWARD OF TERRITORIAL EFFICIENCY DECORATION

Capt. (Hon. Major) A. J. H. Taylor, 12th December,
1950.

Officers' Pensions Society
Appeals Secretary's Office,
"Browfield",
Dagmar Road,
Exmouth.
Devon.

Dear Sir,
I am desired by the Council of this Society to inform
you that at the Society's recent Annual General Meeting
it was decided to reduce the rates of annual subscription
by fifty per cent, and to introduce a Life Membership
subscription. The rates of subscription to the Society
are now therefore :—

continued on p. 14
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1st Battalion
T^HOSE readers who were
* diligent
and
kindly
enough disposed to wade
through the columns of
"Farewell Khartoum" in
last month's issue may per
haps remember that the last
paragraph of that article
dealt briefly with the Bat
talion's arrival at South
ampton and later at Dover.
It would be tedious to a
degree to enlarge to any
great extent on those past
events, but a belated "thank
you", via these pages, must
undoubtedly be said to all those Buffs, both
present and past, who either met us in. person
or sent us greetings messages. It is hard to
believe that we could have been more warmly
welcomed. From the Colonel of the Regiment ;
from the London Branch of the Association and
their Ladies' Guild ; from the Mayor, Corpor
ation and Burgesses of Deal; from the Mayor of
Dover; from the Ramsgate Branch of the
Association ; from the Association of Men of
Kent and Kentish Men; from Brigadiers
Thompson and Foster Hall; from Lieut.
Colonels Power, Field, Howard Smith, Williams,
Allen, Wilson and Edlmann; from Majors
Yates and Majen.die ; from Lieut.Colonel Oliver
and Major Mount ; from Majors Peareth, Dare,
Martin, Andrews, Williams, Bailey, Ricketts ;
from Colonel Jackson and Major West; from
Lieut.Colonels Knocker, King, Evans and
Crooken.den ; from Major Craig—from all of
these came either kindly words of greeting or
a personal visit, and to them all we send our
grateful thanks. It made us all realize that a
lot of people were genuinely glad to have us
back in our own part of our own county ;
though we have barely had time, as yet, to do
more than look round there is a strong feeling
that a friendly interest is being taken in our
comings and goings, as well as the sense of being
really and truly "at home".
As these words are written our leave is coming
to an. end and our temporary home in Old Park
Barracks (West) is once again taking on an
inhabited air. Christmas and New Year
jollifications are behind us, our move across into
East Barracks is almost upon us—dependent
upon the departure of the 1st Battalion Somerset
Light Infantry for Germany—the change over
between two Commanding Officers is but a few
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weeks distant and soon, our numbers will have
increased sufficiently for us to be able to begin
to look like a full strength Battalion, again..
[hereafter there will be much to write about
and the voices of Company and other con
tributors will once more be heard in the land.
Until then, with apologies for the paucity of
this month's article, "that's all there is, folks !".

Beneath Bell Harry
CpHE Christmas fes
tivities were
heralded by the arrival
of the 1st Battalion
on 10th December.
The Commanding Offi
cer, in attendance on
the Colonel of the
Regiment, greeted the
Battalion on its arrival
at Southampton, and
together with R.S.M.
Moody and Pensioner
E. Norman, attended*'
the sherry party the
following^day at Dover. All members of the
Depot Officers' Mess were able to welcome
the 1st Battalion on this occasion, with the
exception of the Depot Captain., and the
Adjutant 4/5th Battalion who were left behind,
somewhat reluctantly, to hold their respective
forts.
The members of the Sergeants' Mess were
entertained according to custom, to drinks at
the Officers' Mess. Rumour has it that several
mild bouts of 'flu were speedily cured by Sgt.
Laker's excellent punch. This last was doubly
welcome in view of the appalling drop in temper
ature and the heavy snowfall.
Children's parties abounded. They began
with the Garrison Party, held in the Cavalry
iheatre. This was ably organised by Capt.
Blaxland a fitting swan song after two years'
dubious excitement as Secretary of the Welfare
Committee.
The culminating party, being that organised
by R.S.M. Moody and members of the Sergeants'
Mess, was for children of the Regiment. Mr.
Hayn.es, now almost as traditional as Father
Christmas himself, played the role of Santa
Claus with his customary joie de vivre.
The troops' Christmas Dinner gave the lie
to the depressing announcements made by the

Ministry of Food, and the small gathering
enjoyed their dinner in the dining hall waited
upon by the Officers, Warrant Officers and
Sergeants of the Depot. All looked somewhat
comatose after consuming the excellent meal
prepared by Cpl. Phipps and his assistants.
The Officers were entertained in the
Sergeants' Mess on the occasion of the Christ
mas Draw, and every attempt was made to
send the Officers away into the cold night air
thoroughly warmed and cheered. The temper
ature had not risen, but this was scarcely
noticed except by one guest who saw fit to wrap
up in. his car rug the rabbit he had won in the
Draw.
A Guest Night in the Officers' Mess both
celebrated the festival of Christmas and
lamented the impending departure of Captain
Blaxland after his two years as Depot Captain,
That "animal of noble birth" who had, of late,
been deprived of much exercise and excitement
on account of the weather, was not present on
this occasion. That he was unable to attend
can only be attributed to the deep snow drifts
in the Old Park.
The piece de resistance of the Christmas
happenings was, perhaps, first
the actual
departure of Captain Blaxland, and secondly
the reaction of the Secretary of the Past and
Present Association to the radio programme
which relived the old "Gaiety" days. The
first "piece" saw the departure of "Flighty" by
rail to Norfolk and then the frenzied dash .of his
ownerrider by car to greet him at his
destination. Unfortunately, the "Lagonda" had
a puncture outside the Mess but thanks to Mr.
Dunne, who picked up the car in his arms,
thereby enabling its driver to change the
wheel more easily, little time was lost, and the
retiring Depot Captain was last seen crouching
over the wheel en route to Norwich. We were
relieved to see that the brakes operated as usual
at the first bend by the simple expedient of
turning the steering wheel.
The programme of the old "Gaiety" days
released in Major Peareth a flow of reminisr
cences. No doubt many retired officers who
listened to that programme thought of those
halcyon days in. London and delightful evenings
at a cost of a few golden, sovereigns.
The weekend before Christmas saw the
departure of all ranks on Christmas leave,
including Major Craig, who was travelling to
Eire, there to spend twentyeight days' leave.
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fPhoto : War Office

Disembarking from HT "Empire Trooper" on the morning of December 5th,
1950, at Southampton

OFFICERS 1st Bn. THE BUFFS

Photo by Lambert, Weston and Son, Ltd,
Back Row (left to right).—2/Lt. A. J. Snowden, Lt. G. O. Mullins, 2/Lt( G. V. S. MonckMason, Lt. A. R. F. Dalgliesh,
2/Lt. P. O. R, Gatehouse, Lt. N, F. Griffin, 2/Lt. E. B. Thomas, 2/Lt. I. G. Minto.
Centre Row (left to right).—2/Lt. C. T. F. West, Lt. J. R. Gillum, Capt. D. P. R. Barrett, Capt. C. J. Griffin, Capt.
F. E. Thorneycroft, Capt. R. E. Papworth, Lt. J. D. Grugeon.
front Row (left to right).—Major R. F. Crichton, M.C., Capt. (Q.M.) E. H. Watts, Major H. R. Grace, Lt.Col.
F W. B. Parry, Major F. de R. Morgan, M.C., Major L. F. W. Jackson, Capt. M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake,

PAST AND PRESENT OFFICERS AT THE "AT HOME"

Photo by Lambert, Weston and Son, Ltd.
Back Row (left to right).—2/Lt. A. J. Snowden, Lt. G. O. Mullins, 2/Lt. C. T. F. West, Lt. A. R. F. Dalgliesh, Lt.
J. D. Grugeon, 2/Lt. I. G. Minto, 2/Lt. E. B. Thomas, 2/Lt. G. V; S. MonckMason.
Second Row (left to right).—Major R. F. Crichton, M.C., Capt. M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake, Lt. J. R. Gillum, Capt.
D. P. R. Barrett, Capt. C. j. Griffin, Capt. R. E. Papworth, Major N. T. Bailey, Capt. W. G. Blaxland.
First Row (left to right).—Major (Q.M.) L. j. Williams, M.B.E., Major B. H. Craig, Major H. J. Martin, M.B.E., Major
G. A. Ricketts, Lt.Col. H. S. Knocker, Major A. A. West, T.D., Lt.Col. E. J. Evans, Major A. W. Andrews, M.B.E.,
D.C.M., Capt. F. E. Thorneycroft, Capt. (Q.M.) E. H. Watts.
Front Row (left to right).—Major A. J. Peareth, Lt.Col. G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O., Major H. R. Grace, Lt.Col. L. Howard
Smith, Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, MajorGen. Hon. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Col. J. V. R. Jackson, Major F. de R.
Morgan, M.C., Lt.Col. J. E. King, D.S.O., Major P. Dare, M.B.E., Major L. F. W. Jackson.
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C.S.M. Calloway at Southampton

THE DRAGON
Sergeants' Mess
In opening this month's notes we extend to the 1st
Battalion a very hearty welcome home. For several
months now, their arrival and ultimate destination has
been the main topic ; and their arrival at Dover on
Monday, 11th December, 1950, ended the inevitable
circulation of rumours. The morning after their arrival,
Old Park Barracks was invaded by a large gathering of
Officers both past and present, who turned up to give
their personal welcome to The Buffs only Regular
Battalion. The R.S.M. went down as representative of
the Depot Mess, and took with him Pensioner E. Norman,
who had already applied for two extensions of leave
in order to meet his old Battalion. This grand old
Pensioner was photographed with the Colonel of the
Regiment and Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, Commanding
1st Battalion, so his long wait was not in vain.
Since the excitement of the 1st Battalion's arrival
we have passed through the usual run of socials and
gatherings of the Festive Season, and broken into a
New Year. On 11th December we had our monthly
Dining in Night, at which we invited our late Adjutant,
Captain W. G. Blaxland. Unfortunately, we were
unable to accommodate "Flighty Thought", but did
our next best with a "wee beastie" named "Fleeting
Thought". However, the substitute was amusing, and
we hope Captain Blaxland takes with him a pleasant
memory, and we extend to him our very best wishes
for a happy and successful course at the Staff College.
Also a hearty welcome to his successor, Captain G.
Hadshar, who has already settled in to the motley of
duties which befalls the Garrison and Depot Adjutant.
We wish him and Mrs. Hadshar a happy tour of duty
here at the home of The Buffs.
On 14th December the W.O.s and Sergeants were
guests to the Officers, and after a hearty rendering of
Good King Wenceslas outside the Officers' Mess Main
Entrance, we were welcomed in and royally entertained.
Everyone had a most enjoyable evening, and one
member was heard to remark that "Rum Punch sure
has a Punch and some".
The Garrison Children's Party on 18th December
was attended by some 350 parents and children. A fine
15 ft. Christmas Tree, presented by Sir John Prestige,
was decorated by the R.S.M. and Sgt. Lott, and with
Mr. Haynes as Father Christmas a fine time was had by
all.
Tuesday, 19th December, was a big Social Evening
in the Mess, the W.O.s' and Sergeants' Christmas Draw.
Congratulations to Sgt. Shaw on the wonderful display
of presents which he so efficiently laid out on the
billiard table. The winning numbers were drawn by
Miss Marie Hurley and Master Robert Shaw, both
adding that little extra colour in their fancy dress.
The prizes were far too numerous to mention here,
but consisted of the many good things that one desires
at Christmastime, and we might add, that they were
very evenly distributed.
Thursday, 21st December, came the Ceremony of
"Hoisting the Brick" and in spite of our small numbers
we managed a circle of twelve ; and so the "Brick"
was hoisted with due Ceremony and remained aloft for
the usual 12 days. Sad to relate "Lofty" was ill in bed
and we had to do without his cheerful and efficient
service for the remainder of the Festive Season. Happily
he has now recovered and is back in harness, a fact
which we all welcome and hope that his present good
health will continue.
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The last organised function of the Old Year was the
W.O.'s and Sergeants' Christmas Party for all Buff
children. This was a huge success and again we must
thank Mr. Haynes in his duties as a perfect Father
Christmas. Also our thanks to Sgt. Lott of the 4/5th
Battalion, The Buffs, for laying on the Film Show,
which, incidentally, was enjoyed as much by the grown
ups as well as the children.

The Home Counties Group Training
Centre
THE 1st Battalion The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, stationed at Shorn
cliffe Camp as The Home Counties Training
Battalion since March, 1948, moved to St.
Martin's Plain Camp on Wednesday, 15th
November to prepare for their posting to the
Far East.
Training Commitments have been taken over
by the Home Counties Group Training Centre
which began operation as a separate unit on
Thursday, 16th November, 1950. The following
Barracks are occupied : Moore, Ross, Somerset
and Napier, with headquarters at Moore
Barracks. Men who join the Home Counties
Group of Regiments, The Queen's Royal
Regiment; The Buffs ; The Royal Fusiliers ;
The East Surrey Regiment; The Royal Sussex
Regiment; The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment; and The Middlesex Regiment will
receive their initial training here. It lasts for
periods varying from six to sixteen weeks.
Members of the unit permanent cadre who
were previously attached and badged to
1 R.W.K. now wear the badges and shoulder
titles of their own regiments.
The Home Counties Brigade Group sign has
been in existence for some time ; it has seven
sides representing the seven regiments of the
group, forming a ring round a gold portcullis,
part of the Arms of the City of London. The
background is formed by St. George's Cross.
The sign is worn by all ranks of the Group,
whether serving with their own or other regi
ments of the group, or in ERE or staff employ
ments. It is worn on the left sleeve of the
battledress, the top of the sign being
in.
below the seam of the top of the sleeve. The
Group Flag flew for the first time on Thursday,
15th November, 1950.
The new Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel
G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O., The Buffs, will not arrive
to take over until midJanuary. The acting
C.O. is Major J. L. Chapman, O.B.E., of the
Royal Sussex Regiment.
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Other appointments are :—
2 i/c and Sports Officer : Major J. R. Armstrong
McDonnell, M.C., The East Surrey Regiment.
Adjutant : Captain S: H. Chapman, The Royal Fusiliers.
AjAdjutant : Lieut. R. A. StratfordTuke, The Buffs.
Quartermaster : Major (Q.M.) A. E. Watts, M.B.E., The
Queen's Own Royal Wesjt Kent Regiment.
Messing Officer, and ijc Boxing : Captain F. W. B.
Abrams, The Royal Fusiliers.
Admin. Officer : Major (Rtd.) G. W. Duffield, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Courts Martial Officer : Captain J. Nash, The Buffs.
M.T.O. : Lieut. R. N. B. Hanlon, The Royal Sussex
Regiment.
Weapon Training Officer : 2/Lieut. N. Vinson, The
Queen's Royal Regiment.
P.R.I, and Unit Fire Officer : 2/Lieut. P. A. Stocken,
The Middlesex Regiment.
O.C. H.Q. Company, and ijc Football : Major N. T.
Bailey, The Buffs.
2 i/c H.Q. Company and Education Officer : Captain E.J.
Ransley, M.C., The Buffs.
O.C. "A" Company : Major V. W. CalmadyHamlyn,
The Royal Sussex Regiment.
O.C. "B" Company, and ijc Hockey: Captain j. M.
Jourdier, The East Surrey Regiment.
2 ijc "B" Company, and P.M.C. : Captain K. Osborne,
The East Surrey Regiment.
O.C. "C" Company, and ijc Rugby : Major R. Butler,
M.B.E., M.C., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
O.C. "D" Company : Captain N. E. Savage, The Queen's
Royal Regiment.
O.C. 2 Company, and ijc Entertainments : Major F. B.
Whiting, The Middlesex Regiment.
2 ijc 2 Company : Captain R. J. Symonds, The Royal
Sussex Regiment.
R.S.M. : W.O.I W. H. Kettle, The Royal Fusiliers.

Officers' Pensions Society—continued from p.1
Annual Subscriptions

For Retired Officers or wives or relatives
of Serving Officers
...
...
...
For Officers' Widows or relatives of
Deceased Officers
...
...
...

Subscription for Life Membership of
the Society

£

s. d.
10

0

5

0

For Retired Officers or wives or relatives
of Serving Officers
...
...
...
5 0 0
For Officers' Widows or relatives of
Deceased Officers
...
...
...
210 0
2. I am to add that while this policy has only been
rendered possible by the considerable increase in the
Society's membership during _the past year, it has also
been adopted in the hope that it will lead to an even
greater increase of strength in the near future. Given
the support of even forty per cent, of the retired officers
of the three Services or their dependants, the Council
are confident that the Society can obtain official
recognition as a "negotiating body" when it will be in
a strong position from which to press its claim for an
equitable revision of the entire structure of the Services
Retired Pay and Pensions, with particular attention to
the claims of officers' widows.
3. My Council would be very grateful for any help
you may feel able to give in the matter of bringing the
above points to the notice of your readers.
Yours faithfully,
E. A. K. CROSSFIELD,

Appeals Secretary, Officers' Pensions Society.

4th Battalion
T T is with great regret that
*we say goodbye to Lieut.
Colonel G. E. F. Oliver, who
has been our Commanding
Officer since the Battalion
was reformed in 1947.
It is entirely due to his
hard work and tactful hand
ling of the "Business Men"
that the Battalion has grown
to its present strength and
has achieved its present
state of efficiency in both
training and administration.
We all wish him the very
best of luck in his new
appointment at Shorncliffe
and hope that being so near he will continue to
visit us from time to time and perhaps bring
with him one that "cannot be beat", for with
the loss of both "Flighty Thought" and "Brown
Jack" from the vicinity of Battalion Head
quarters in the same month, it will be difficult
to find our keep during the coming summer
months.
We give a hearty welcome to Lieut.Colonel
A. G. Jelf, who has succeeded Colonel Oliver,
and hope that he will enjoy staying with us and
will continue the good work started by our
former Managing Director.
With December over and most of us refreshed
by a welcome spell of leave, we start the New
Year full of confidence and hope that it will be
both a successful and peaceful one.
We are now in the throes of various inspec
tions being carried out by members of the
Ministry of Supply and shall soon be making
plans for Annual Camp which is being held
from 27th May to 10th June. It is hoped that
by having it earlier we shall have a really full
attendance this year.
Captain Lee Roberts has unfortunately had
to leave us owing to pressure of work. We were
very sorry to lose him and thank him very much
for all the hard work he has done during his
stay with the Battalion.
r E Byyvs Vt^
—

H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
The year closed with nothing startling happening in
the way of a sudden inrush of recruits. We were not
fortunate enough to gain our goal of last year by doubling
our numbers but we have made progress in that
direction.
With the Annual Camp coming early this year we
shall be kept busy for the first few months preparing
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for that occasion. According to promises already made
we should have 100% attendance again this year and
we hope that with the aid of the "Shoot to Kill" Exercises
to show the Marksman's Trophy for the best shot of
the year in H.Q. Company Canteen after Annual Camp.
There is very little news from the Company this
month. Everyone seems to have got over the orgies
of the Festive Season but so far the inclination to get
down to it is a little affected by the aftermaths. Girths
seemed to have increased slightly but no doubt our
worthy P.S.I, will see that they are reduced once more
when he gets back to work after his well earned leave.
This month we have seen the change of Commanding
Officers, and it is with deep regret that we say farewell
to Lt.Col. G. E. F. Oliver, who has commanded the
Battalion since it was reformed in May, 1947, and
wish him every success in his new appointment. At
the same time we welcome our new C.O., Lt.Col. A. G.
Jelf, and likewise wish him every success and hope that
the Battalion will go from strength to strength under
his able guidance.

"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate, Sandwich)
Having partially recovered from the effects of
Christmas, and the potency of the rum punch as served
in the Officers' Mess, broken two New Year resolutions,
and survived the combined onslaughts of some 200
children enjoying the full runof the Drill Hall, constant
'phone calls from Canterbury make the postponement
of these notes no longer possible.
We respectfully offer to our new Commanding Officer
a warm welcome to the Battalion and to Lt.Col. G. E. F.
Oliver our best wishes on his new appointment.
It has also been good to see Major Taylor once more
with us looking none the worse for his venture into
matrimony.
We offer our best wishes to Captain Balding for a
speedy recovery from a badly poisoned hand.
A quiet Christmas was spent by the majority of us,
the highlight from our point of view being the Company
Dance.
Unfortunately for us the coldest day of the year was
chosen and consequently we suffered badly from door
receipts. However, the few that braved the intense
cold and did attend had a thoroughly good evening and
enjoyed themselves. I feel sure that next year the dance
should be held in August and there can then be no
doubt about the weather being warm, although of course
rain is to be expected.
Captain Tilleard carried out his duties as M.C. in his
usual capable manner, but it would be interesting to
know how and when he procured the mistletoe that
caused no little embarrassment and also considerable
amusement.
To L/Cpl. Isaacs we wish the best of luck and hope
that he and his newly married wife will have long years
of happiness.
Pte. Jackson has at last received his callup papers
and we can only hope that he will enjoy his tour of
duty with the Forces.
On Monday last we had a visit from the Royal
Engineers at Chatham, who gave us a very excellent
demonstration on explosives. We can only hope that
they enjoyed themselves as much as we did.
Two Christmas parties were held in the Drill Hall
over the holidays/ one for the Coast Gunners and one
for the Past and Present Association. From the looks
on the kiddies' faces they were thoroughly enjoyed.

"B" Company (Whitstable and Herne Bay)
As we reel into the New Year with protesting stomachs
and empty pockets we send the Compliments of the
Season to all past and present members of the Regiment
and hope that the outlook for the coming year will show
an improvement over the past year.
The Company's rifle team travelled to Lydden Spout
at the beginning of the month and took part in the
Brigade Competition. The day was marked by wind,
rain and coloured flags.
The Entertainments Committee ran an oldfashioned
dance and although the profits were small a very
pleasant evening was had by all.

"D" Company (Folkestone)
Winter falling upon us—early snow—the Drill Hall
fires burning ineffectually, endeavouring to heat that
vast dome—put in Army vocabulary it means "It's
cold just now".
That was certainly the theme of December—that,
and of course Christmas. Plans for the holiday went
ahead speedily. Considerable orders were placed with
the Canteen, and ways and means devised to finance a
children's party shortly after Christmas. (Who killed
that rabbit ? Cpl. Longhurst, by any chance ?)
We can certainly compliment the Canteen personnel
on their showing. The two Corporals, and a host of other
hands worked like Trojans to make it all pan out, and
they certainly succeeded. Mr. Fynmore will certainly
have a full book to show Major Neville on his checking
up the Canteen Accounts next Parade Night.
In the meantime, military training was not neglected.
Cpl. Smith did sterling work instructing on the bayonet,
as of course did Sgt. Gilbert. Two of our exregulars,
Ptes. Jones and Chidwick, are particularly to be com
plimented upon the ferocity of their expression as they
slew the dummy.
Captain Hannah has been at them again with the
M.M.L. and King's Regulations and if the interest
shown by some members proves anything we shall soon
have a Company of Barrack Room Lawyers. Messrs.
Smith, Jones, Jones and Vidler showed particular
enthusiasm ; perhaps they are trying to emulate a
solicitor's office.
Finally, we welcome Captain WatsonAlexander,' our
new officer. As an exCommando and a Gurkha officer
we should get some useful tips on unarmed combat.

"S" Company (Ashford and Cranbrook)
We have had to say goodbye this month to three of
our Company, namely Ptes. Rainey, Sharp and
Hinchliffe. Pte. Rainey has joined the R.A.F., Pte.
Sharp was called up for National Service in the Army
and Pte. Hinchliffe has moved from this area and has
transferred to an R.A. unit. Our best wishes go with
them in their new spheres.
On Sunday the 10th the InterCompany Quarterly
Shoot was held at Lydden Spout and we are pleased to
report that we came out top by 23 points. This is very
encouraging, especially as our shooting in the past has
been rather poor. It only goes to prove that those
"shoot to kill" exercises are very beneficial.
Once again our antitank gun has been called into
workshops for painting and modification, so we have
not been able to do any gun drill this month. We hope
that they will soon be returned so that we can keep our
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gun drill up to scratch. We have spent this month
doing small arms training and miniature range shooting.
We are pleased to report that we have started training
at Tenterden again. Now we must strive to increase
our numbers there.

Past and Present Association
Annual Members
DECEMBER 1ST—31ST, 1950

Ramsgate Branch.—Sloggett, W. E.
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund during the month
of December, 1950, were
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
... 26 10 0
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund ...
... 84 15 0
DONATIONS

Past and Present Association—Lt.Col. E.
Barry...
...
...
...
...
...
Benevolent Fund—Mr. H. Taylor ...
...

£ s. d.
3 3 0
2 0

Ashford Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
December 13th at 3 p.m. Owing to bad weather
the attendance was rather small. Minutes of
the last meeting were read and signed. A
Christmas greeting card was read from Mrs.
Beeching.
Reports were given of the various sick
members, and it was agreed by all that small
Christmas tokens should be sent to them.
There being no further business, all present
enjoyed the American tea. To add to the
festive spirit the Chairman kindly gave each
member a present. All returned their best
wishes and thanks to her. Sale of the remaining
cakes helped to swell the funds.
The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
January 10th at 3 p.m. The ViceChairman
(Miss Constants) presided. Minutes of the last
meeting were read and signed.
It was with regret that members heard of the
illness of Mrs. King. Everyone present extended
their best wishes for her speedy. recovery.
Reports were also received of other sick
members.
Business finished, members thoroughly en
joyed a social hour organised by Miss Jones,

London Branch
In place of our usual monthly meeting at
the Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street,
Westminster, S.W.I, a social evening was held.
Our Chairman, Mr. E. W. Tong, welcomed
everyone and expressed a wish that they all
enjoyed themselves. He thanked Mr. and Mrs.
R.. J. Collins for the refreshments they had so
kindly provided after much preparing and cook
ing, not to mention bringing it up from Dagen
ham.
Mr. Collins and Mr. Watts had decorated the
room, giving it a festive look as well as taste
fully laying out the refreshments.
The Chairman asked us to stand in silence
for one minute to the memory of R.S.M. W. H.
"Nobby" Clarke, who had recently passed away.
"Nobby" had written to the Secretary only
a few days before his death wishing us all well
and mentioning the fact that Mr. E. Cousins
had paid him a visit. The Chairman asked our
President, Major Enright, to say a few words
about his old friend.
More than 100 members and members of the
Ladies' Guild attended the social. Refresh
ments were handed round the tables during the
whole of the evening by volunteers. Mean
while, Mr. Collins, ably assisted by more
volunteers, folded up counterfoils and con
ducted the draw for the winning tickets in. the
Christmas Draw. The turkey and other poultry
as prizes were kindly given to the branch by
Captain R. W. Waby. Bob, who for so many
years was an active supporter of the branch
in all activities, was kept away from the
meeting by seasonal business. Amusements
organised by Mr. Collins caused a diversion for
some time. Old friends gathered in. small parties
round the tables recounting experiences and
reminiscing. One group was made up of Captain
D. G. Woodcock, G. A. Dillistone, Sid Heath
and Harry Miller, all of the 1 /4th and all from
East Kent. Another consisted of Major Duffy,
G. A. Skinner, D. Hoy and J. Marshall.
W. A. Rickett with his choir led the com
munity singing. The words of some of the songs
Bill struck up seemed unfamiliar to the ladies.
They must have been songs the 7th Battalion
sang on the march or in the estaminets in
France when out for a rest.
After about 10 p.m., friends began to
exchange Christmas greetings and to drift
away to catch their respective 'buses and trains ;
a few managed to stay until 11 p.m. Thus ended
one more Christmas meeting to be added to the
past since the branch was formed nearly 26
years ago.

THE DRAGON
HERE AND THERE

We have received a pleasant letter from
"Kibber" Kennings, who has recently returned
from the U.S.A. after a three months' tour with
Sir Thomas Beecham and the Royal Phil
harmonic Orchestra. From a musical point of
view it was a great success, but too much
travelling, although a great experience.
Major A. E. Colley wishes all old friends and
prosperous New Year. The Major who lives at
KingstononThames, comes from a good old
Buff family whose service extends over about
250 years.
6377 Bill Gaymer, when last we heard, was
in the St. Nicholas Hospital, Plumstead, S.E.18.
He was well looked after and was in. need of
nothing. He sent compliments of the season
to all.
W. Marshall in Edinburgh sends best wishes
to all and thanks the Association for what was
done for his late brotherinlaw—T. W. Ryalls.
Our Chairman has been laid up with 'flu.
He was so bad he thought he was on the way out,
but I hear he will be in the Chair on. 20th
January.
CORRECTION.—C. W. Pitch has taken the
White Swan at Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W.,
at the South end of the road and not far from
the bridge, quite close enough for G. A. Skinner
and a few more of his old pals to slip along on
the third Saturday. On Monday evenings the
local branch of the British Legion hold their
weekly meeting, not the Royal West Kents
Association as reported last month. There are
many exR.W.K.'s present each time.
A letter from Bert Tester posted on the 15th
December came into the hands of the Secretary
on 6th January. Sorry, Bert !
There are letters of greeting from Captain
A. E. Brittain, 2757 H. H. Smith, Captain
Thomson Hill and Harry Smith, who is blind
and lives at 23 Horner Houses, Nuttall Street,
Shoreditch, N.l. He would like a visit from a
Buff who might be that way.
S. Terry and H. E. "Floss" Firmin, both of
whom are in the Star and Garter Home at
Richmond, wish to be remembered to old
friends. Harold Firmin says W. "Chippy"
Norton passed away there recently.
There are greetings for the New Year from
Jimmy Dray, H. A. Rosson, L. R. Gates,
Captain W. C. Connell, Major R. T. Monier
Williams, Sgt. T. J. Carr, Colonel G. Hamilton,
A. A. Hodges and W. J. E. Priest, who wishes
to be remembered to "Cocka", S. M. Cox.
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We are sorry to learn that Major Enright and
his family have the prevailing 'flu and wish
them a speedy recovery.
LADIES' GUILD

The meeting held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant on. Saturday, 6th January was not
too wellattended, owing to the inclement
weather and so many members being ill.
MINUTES.—The Minutes for the month of
December were read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Taylor,
Mrs. Wall, Mrs. Chichester, Mrs. Everett, Mrs.
Harris, Mrs. and Miss Buff Cudlip, Mrs. Cousens,
Mrs. Coward, Mrs. Isobel Evans and Major
A. J. Peareth.
REGRETS.—Regretting inability to attend,
Mrs. and Miss Enright, Mrs. Billings and Mrs.
Collins.
SICK.—The Chairman announced that Mrs.
Austin was very ill with pneumonia, and that
Mrs. Odell was doing all she possibly could to
help and giving oxygen every hour, also that
Mrs. Everett's husband was in hospital, having
undergone an operation ; and that Mrs. Coley
had met with an. accident. She was pleased to
say Mrs. Taylor was progressing. We do wish
all our sick members a speedy return to health.
OBITUARY.—The Chairman announced with
deepest regret that she had received a letter
at 9.30 in the morning from Mrs. Isobel Evans
to say her mother, Mrs. Lamb, had passed away
on January 2nd after two days' illness and was
being conveyed by road on January 6th to be
laid to rest in the family grave at Sheen at
10 o'clock. All stood for two minutes in silence
to pay tribute to our dear old friend and late
Secretary. Also, Mrs. Skinner expressed on
behalf of the members their deepest sympathy
to Mrs. Smith on the death of her father, Mr.
H. E. Manning.
OUTING.—The Outing arranged at the last
meeting was agreed to for May 13th. The
journey will be to Ramsgate.
DINNER.—Members were again reminded to
book in for the Dinner on September 29th, 1951.
GREETINGS.—Amongst the many greetings
received were from the Colonel of the Regiment,
the Hon. Lady Lyn.denBell, Colonel Parry
and Officers 1st Battalion The Buffs, Dover
Branch Ladies' Guild, Ashford Branch Ladies'
Guild, Mrs. Kown, Mrs. Guy Lee and Mrs.
Chichester, and Major A. J. Peareth.
RAFFLES.—Raffles given by Mrs. Taylor and
Mrs. Norman realised 14/3. Many thanks.
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Dover Branch
Minutes of the monthly meeting held at the
Eagle Hotel on Thursday, January 4th, 1951.
Prior to the meeting, the Committee met and
among the items discussed were two applications
for assistance. One member was interviewed,
the other case was referred back.
The ViceChairman, Mr. White, opened the
meeting at 8 p.m.
The Chairman (Major Jackson) and Major
Hart sent apologies for absence.
Minutes were read and passed ; also corres
pondence.
The Secretary reported on the Christmas
Party held on the 20th December, 1950, which
was a huge success.
Messrs. White and Deal will represent the
Branch at the A.G.M.
Mr. Marsh was present from Nonington.
He is not able to attend all meetings. Sgt.
Gardiner of the 1st Battalion, on leave, also
gave us a visit.
Box collection, 7/3 for Funds. Nineteen
members present.
Dover Branch members were present at the
Dover Priory Station to welcome home the
1st Battalion on Monday, 11th December, 1950.
Major Hart, Messrs. White, Mills, Meakin,
Holloway, Captain Cole, Mr. Hopper, Major
Sherwood. Ladies' Guild members present,
Mesdames Mills, Powell, Bean, Chapman.
The Secretary introduced members of the
Branch to Lieut.Colonel Parry. Other exlst
Battalion Buffs present were Messrs. Hatcher
and West. Mr. and Mrs. Weatherall from
Bekesbourne were there to welcome their son.

Weald Branch
Notes about the activities of the Weald
Branch do not often appear in The Dragon,
but that does not mean that nothing has been
happening.
We held our Annual General Meeting, pro
ceeded by a Committee Meeting on. October
18th, at Cranbrook, and our Annual Dinner at
the George Hotel, Cranbrook on Saturday,
18th November.
It was an. excellent evening, greatly enjoyed
by all who attended. Some 6070 sat down.
Colonel Burns was in the Chair, and we were
delighted to have the Colonel of the Regiment
as our guest and to see Major Peareth (who is a

member of the Weald Branch) with us again.
Much credit is due to our new Secretary, Mr.
Maxwell of Cranbrook, and those who assisted
him in making the arrangements.
We would like to put on record our thanks to
Captain E. Boulding of Sandhurst, for all that
he has done for the branch in the past. On the
grounds of illhealth he has been impelled to
resign the post of Secretary, which he has held
for about twelve years. We wish him a speedy
return to good health. We are glad to report
that one of our younger members, Mr. Maxwell,
who had been acting as Assistant Secretary,
has agreed to take on the job.
The Weald Branch is scattered over a large
area, with no big towns, and it is very difficult
to keep activities going throughout the year.
However, we won the Darts Championship
of the Past and Present Association for 1950,
and were very glad the Colonel of the Regiment
was able to present the Cup to the Captain of
the team after the annual dinner.
We are also making efforts to hold meetings
of subbranches at times during the year, and
Hawkhurst has been holding meetings at the
British Legion Club, and at Tenterden meetings
have been, held in the "Fat Ox", Tenterden
St. Michael's, which the late Mr. W. Austin, an
old Buff, whose much regretted death is referred
to elsewhere, 'placed at the disposal of the
branch.
Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 184th monthly meeting held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, 8th December, 1950.
Colonel D. J. Dean was in the Chair and
about 20 members were present. The Chairman
apologised for Major Wills' absence and gave
an hearty welcome to a new member.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.
The Secretary reported that the Children's
Party was ready for the kickoff on the 9th.
It was proposed that the Annual General
Meeting be held on February 2nd. This was
carried.
THE HONEYBALL CUP SHOOTING COMPETITION

No one seemed to know anything about it, so
nothing was done.
NEXT MEETING NIGHT.—It was proposed
by Mr. Mount that we invite the Ladies' Guild
to a social evening. This was carried, the date
being fixed for Wednesday, 17th January.
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ANNUAL DINNER.—A SubCommittee was
set up to discuss the dinner and the invitation
to the ladies.
The booby given by Major J. E. Wills was
won by Mr. A. Larkin.

Minutes of 185th monthly meeting held at
the Drill Hall, East Sittingbourne, on Friday,
5th January, 1951.
Messages were received from Colonel D. J.
Dean and Major J. E. Wills apologizing for
their absence.
Mr. W. Mount was elected to fill the vacant
chair.
Minutes of the previous meeting were read
and signed as correct.
Correspondence was read, and arising from
it was a letter from a member apologising for
his absence as he is about to enter hospital.
The Chairman explained the arrangements
for the entertainment of the Ladies' Guild on
the 17th January.
The Pumpkin Guessing Competition was won
by Mr. B. Russell, Jun. (the weight) and Mr.
A. Larkin (nearest number of seeds).
DRAW.—Mr. Arnold, one of the winners, gave
10/ to the Children's Box. He was thanked on
the spot.
Five members were fined for irregularity of
Badges, including the Secretary.
The booby was won by Mr. "Darky" Rains
and given by Mr. A. Larkin, making 10/6.
The Children's Box was opened and found to
contain £4 10s. 0d., making £\6 10s. Od. for
the year.
Fifty children, the youngest of whom was
aged six months, enjoyed a grand evening's
entertainment at the Drill Hall, East Street,
Sittingbourne, on Saturday, at the annual
children's Christmas party of the Sitting
bourne Branch of the Past and Present
Association The Buffs. After a sumptuous
tea, provided by the Ladies' Guild, the young
sters enjoyed a Punch and Judy Show, by
Woodini, and the music of Mr. Rain's jazz
band. There was a Christmas tree, given by
the Rev. C. R. Cassidy (Rodmersham) from
which presents were distributed by Father
Christmas (Mr. R. Russell). The organisers,
Mr. W. Sinclair (Secretary), Mr. E. Croucher
(Assistant Secretary), Major J. E. Wills,
Councillor W. H. Mount, Mesdames Ravensdale
and Stafford and Miss Herbert, wish to thank
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Colonel D. J. Dean (Chairman) and Mrs. Dean
(Chairman of the Ladies' Guild) for their help
in making the party a success, and Mr. G. E.
Stevens for his gift of fruit.

Ramsgate Branch
Our Branch A.G.M. is this month, so my
notes must be brief, but before our meeting
notes, I should like to thank my President,
Chairman and all members for their cooperation
in the past year and we look forward with
confidence to further success and enterprise.
Now for the meeting report :—
The Christmas meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Assocation,
The Buffs, was held on Friday at the Freemasons
Tavern, Ramsgate. Mr. C. F. Fakley presided
and was supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor,
Major H. Martin, Major F. Neville, Capt.
H. H. Knight, Lieut. W. Wotton and Mr. B. E.
Knott (Hon. Secretary).
Mr. Fakley welcomed the ladies who had been
invited, but regretted that owing to the in
clement weather Margate Branch were unable to
be present, but he was delighted to have the
President's wife, Mrs. A. Taylor, with them
that evening and Mrs. Taylor had kindly
consented to present the competition prizes.
Mr. Fakley mentioned that the Branch had
sent a telegram to the Colonel of the 1st
Battalion, The Buffs, congratulating the bat
talion on its return to England after nearly
thirty years' service overseas. A reply had been
received from Colonel Parry and all ranks
thanking the Branch for their welcome and
wishes.
Capt. H. H. Knight gave a brief detail of the
Branch Dinner arrangements which was being
held in January at the Hotel San Clu. In
vitations had been sent out to the Commanding
Officer of the 1st Buffs. It would be a Branch
Reunion and Dinner for members and their
ladies.
Apologies for absence were read from Colonel
W. Orwin, Messrs. Curtis, Ansell and Bing.
Business being concluded, Mr. Fakley vacated
the Chair to Mr. Hogben, Social Chairman, who
proceeded with the Social and Competition
Prizes being won by Messrs. E. Swendell, T.
Miller, S. Taylor, W. Cooper, J. Lyons, R.
Roger, Mesdames Shaw, Cornwell, Davis and
J. Williams.
Refreshments were served by the Social
Committee and Host Dick Atkins, a very
enjoyable evening being spent by all present.
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Margate Branch
DRAW.—Our Christmas Draw
was held this year at a special meeting at the
Drill Hall, Hawley Square, on the 20th Decem
ber. The actual draw; was conducted on novel
lines which since it made clearly visible the
withdrawal of each ticket to all present, was
both very fair and very amusing.
While not reaching last year's figures, the
draw was q success mainly owing to the energetic
way in which Mr. Gander, the Hon.. Treasurer,
who again organised it, got to work. A delay in.
obtaining the tickets from the printers meant
that a short period only remained for the sale
of them, and considering this the result was
satisfactory.
BRANCH MEETING.—January Branch Meeting
was on the 3rd at the Drill Hall. As it was also
the A.G.M. it had been, anticipated that a good
attendance would be assured, but unfortunately
the number of members attending was dis
appointingly small. The Chair was taken, by
Mr. R. H. Harman, who was supported by the
Hon. Secretary, Hon.. Treasurer, and several
members of the Committee.
The Minutes of the last Branch Meeting were
read and signed. Correspondence was quickly
dealt with, and we were told by our President,
Captain Tilleard, that we were now fully
fledged members of the "Ramsgate, Margate
and Sandwich Buffs Territorial Club", each
receiving a membership card. We fully
appreciate the work that has been entailed in
compiling the roll of members, etc., and express
our thanks to Major Taylor, Captain Tilleard
and the SergeantMajor.
Major Jarman. gave particulars and produced
forms for the affiliation of a Rifle Club with the
N.S.B.R.A. and consented to captain, the team
and conclude all arrangements.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—Mr. Harman wished
to be relieved of the office of Chairman, but on
the expression of regret, voiced on behalf of
the members by Captain Tilleard, consented to
continue for another year, to the pleasure of
the Branch.
Captain Tilleard remains our President, the
VicePresidents elected being Mr. Kennett,
Major Jarman and Mr. Pearce, the remaining
offices being filled as under :—ViceChairmen :
Mr. Stockford, B.E.M., Mr. Maxted; Hon.
Secretary : Mr. Shakeshaft ; Hon. Treasurer :
Mr. Gander ; Assistant Secretary : Mr. Bailey ;
General Committee : Messrs. Buss, Breed, Hart,
Holliday, Major Jarman., Messrs. Laslett,
Wainwright, Tong ; Finance Committee : Hon.
Treasurer, Messrs. Maxted, Breed, Bailey ;
Social Committee : Major Jarman, Messrs. Hart,
Wainwright, Bass, Breed.
CHRISTMAS

Folkestone Branch
December 13th saw the smallest number
I remember at a monthly meeting. It seemed
one long list of regrets at not being able to be
present. Added to this there was practically
nothing in the way of business so we look
forward to 1951 and, with a change of meeting
date, hope for better attendances.
Comes January 2nd and your correspondent
has to send his regrets. Once more a beast of a
cold had me in its grip. Why must this happen
on the night when I most particularly wish to
be able to go out. Well, the M.O. says, "Take
care for a few days", so I suppose there is
nothing else for it. Anyhow, I hear that a fair
number turned up. Major West stated that he
had the matter of the Dinner under control, so
we can look forward to an early statement.
The A.G.M. of the Association takes place on
January 20th and the Chairman and Vice
Chairman. hope to be present. I hear that Fred
Hawkes is also at home with a cold.
Faversham Branch
Our monthly meeting was held on Monday,
1st January, 1951.
We had a very enjoyable and interesting
evening. Our members were very sorry that our
Chairman, Major Jackson, has retired, as he is
returning to Kenya to his farm. We wish him
every success.
On behalf of the Branch our oldest member
at the meeting, Mr. J. Chesson, presented Major
Jackson with a Ronson Lighter.
Captain Green will be the Chairman in place
of Major Jackson. Mr. Drury will take over
Treasurer in. place of Captain Green.
Mr. Knaggs, Entertainment Secretary, gave
a report on the Dance and Dinner held on
Saturday, 16th December, 1950. The weather
was very bad, but we managed to cover our
expenses. Takings for the evening were
£8 8s. 6d. Expenses were £7 16s. 10d., leaving
11/8 for the Branch Funds.
Prizewinners for the Draw for this evening,
16th December, 1950 :—Halfbottle Whisky :
Mrs. Hoare, Faversham. Halfbottle Gin :
Mr. A. White, Eastling ; Parcel of Groceries :
Mr. E. B. Stickells, Challock ; Chocolates : Mr.
C. Croucher, Eastling.
Major Jackson brought up to Eastling a
goose which Mr. Knaggs raffled, and raised
£2 3s. 6d. which went to the Branch Funds.
Members fined 6d. for not wearing their
Badges : Major Jackson, Captain Green, Mr. W.
Jackson, Mr. Drury and Mr. Ward.
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Brighton Branch
A good December meeting and the promise
of a good number at our Annual Dinner in
January. Christmas went off well for most of
our members in spite of rationing and the high
price of bottled food.
We are now in the midst of a smallpox
epidemic and seem to spend our time in
queues waiting for our turn for vaccination—if
only people would be done regularly every few
years how these scares would be avoided. We
hope the worst will be over by our dinner date
anyway.
We bid a hearty welcome home to the Regular
Battalion and we do hope that any who are in
Brighton on leave will look us up.
We've seen several Dragons about, but always
just too far away to buttonhole.

Round and About
By The Tramp
The Experts
THE disappointing turn
of events in Korea, when
the signs pointed to an early
end of the "incident",
brought out into the open
that tiresome phenomenon,
the armchair military critic
who was once and for all
pithily described by some
unknown wit as the "Fire
side Fusilier".
Men who a few weeks
before liad been somewhat
vague about the precise
location of Korea began
suddenly to bewail in sad
but confident tones that it
was "all perfectly obvious"
. . . "anybody ought to have
known that . . . and", but I will not weary my readers
with the now familiar criticisms. We are not as a
nation markedly interested in matters military and the
history of warfare throughout the ages is not a popular
subject of study but that doesn't worry the Fireside
Fusiliers. I'll wager that many a. reader of The Dragon
will have heard in railway trains, pubs and in other
places where men and women are thrown together the
sort of thing I have'mentioned. I don't think that even
on the subject of art is so much uninformed criticism
heard. Even the failures of English cricketers to over
come the Australians arouse less. Most of it, of course,
proceeds from natural disappointment and is harmless
in intention and effect.
There is, however, one type which is neither. I mean
the deliberate defeatist, the politically minded denigrator
who is playing his dirty game with a very definite
purpose. Whispering campaigns are a well organised
part of the Communist technique.

Casualty Reports

We are told that the censorship of despatches from
the 'Korean theatre of war has been tightened. The
freedom, not to say licence, enjoyed by some of the
correspondents has alarmed many people who had been
trained in recent years to consider the importance of

security. Unofficial reports of casualties require some
attention. It is something new to read a despatch by
the representative of a reputable English newspaper to
the effect that in the course of recent operations the
British Brigade suffered a stated number of casualties.
This was not apparently based on any official announce
ment and it was obviously previous to any possible
intimation to nextofkin. The anxiety that such a
report must have caused to relatives of men in that
particular Brigade does not bear thinking of. There is
a need for prompt and effective action to restrain the
correspondents and to revert to the old and well tried
system whereby communiques were issued by responsible
headquarters. I have asked my Member of Parliament
to raise the matter when the House of Commons resumes
its sittings and I hope others will do the same! It is a
matter of more than ordinary public interest.
"The Age of Elegance"
I have just read Dr. Arthur Bryant's book with the
above title published by Collins and find it difficult to
restrain my enthusiasm for it. Dr. Bryant is an eminent
historian whose books are fascinating in their erudition
and literary power. His published works include three
studies of Samuel Pepys, two on Charles II and the
England of his reign and four on English history covering
the years 1793 to 1940. The last book The Age of Elegance
deals with the years 18121822 and in my opinion it is
the best of a notable series. It begins with an account
of Wellington's great offensive after the capture of
Cindad Rodrigo in January, 1812, and his triumphs
through Madrid, across the Pyrenees and finally after
various lulls to the great victory of June 18th, 1815, at
Waterloo. This is roughly half the book, the remainder
of which is devoted to a description and consideration
of England as it was after the triumph over the upstart
Corsican whose military genius drained the lifeblood of
France and brought havoc and desolation to much of
Europe. I find it hard to say which half of this fine
book interested and thrilled me more. The account of
the operations in the Peninsula is as good as anything
L have read. The complicated campaign is brilliantly
described and the personalities of that epic struggle are
etched with unusual clarity and skill. Dr. Bryant has
gone to contemporary authorities for his detail and the
bibliography at the end of the book shows how copiqusly
and well he read to get his facts. He gives chapter and
verse for all that he states. In this section of the book
I was particularly impressed by the pictures he paints,
drawing on letters, diaries and reminiscences, of the
soldiers who formed that magnificent Peninsula Army.
Wellington's own genius emerges very strongly. It was
a campaign beset with all manner of problems and
difficulties not least of which was the attitude of the
Government in England which, to say the least of it,
was often extremely unhelpful. Of all the great military
leaders of history Wellington takes a very high place.
I know historians who incline to place him first not only
for his outstanding qualities as a soldier but also for his
common sense and humanity. I am aware that he earned
the sobriquet of The Iron Duke because of the stern
discipline he imposed on those under his command but
even this discipline was prompted by consideration for
the inhabitants of the country in which he was operating.
Of his shattering common sense and absence of senti
mental "fluffiness" let two examples suffice. First his
enforcement of good behaviour on his troops after the
crossing into France from the Pyrenees. This com
pletely won the admiration of the French populace who
were staggered at the moderation and good manners
of the invading troops who surprisingly paid for all they
took from the people instead of pillaging as they went.
As a result the efforts of Napoleon to arouse a spirit of
civil resistance in the French were an abject failure,
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The second relates to the occupation of Paris by the
Allies after Waterloo. Needless to say the behaviour of
some of the victorious contingents left much to be
desired and the Germans under Blucher behaved
characteristically. When the old Prussian Marshal
wanted to blow up the Jena Bridge over the Seine
Wellington gave orders for a British soldier to be posted
on the Bridge as a sentry and that was that. The
temptation to quote from the book is strong and must
be resisted. I have only one small complaint. In his
tribute to what Napier called "that astonishing infantry"
referring to the British in the Peninsula, Dr. Bryant
has much to say in praise of "that article" (Wellington's
own description of Thomas Atkins when talking to
Creevy, the diarist, in the Park at Brussels on the eve
of Waterloo). But Dr. Bryant has no word to say of
The Buffs even in a reference to the earlier battle of
Albuhera where he gives due credit to "the peerless
Fusilier regiments" who fought in that lamentably
managed battle. One's esprit de corps suffered a little
by this omission. I feel tempted to write to the dis
tinguished author to ask why the Third Foot whose battle
honours include such historic names as Vittoria,
Pyrenees, Nivelle, and Peninsula get no'showing in a
copious index.
I have left myself little room to say something of the
second half of the book in its way as absorbing as the
earlier portion. Here, again with ample contemporary
authority for his statements Dr. Bryant gives a vivid
and wholly convincing picture of England after Waterloo.
Some of what he describes in the period immediately
following the battle. literally makes the mouth water.
It was indeed a golden age, albeit too short, for a decline
in many aspects of the national life set in during the
Regency. All this Dr. Bryant deals with honestly and
fairly. I cannot recommend this book too highly to
anyone who cares about England and its history. There
is, indeed, much in it that could be studied and pondered
deeply by people (and politicians) today. And I never
pass Apsley House, the Great Duke's London house,
the windows of which the mob, ever fickle, smashed
not many years after Waterloo, without thinking how
much we owe to that magnificent soldier who hated
war but who waged it with such skill and humanity.
In a current series of talks on greatness and Great Men
on the Radio various speakers have been giving their
recipes for the one and their choice for the latter. The
opening speaker devoted much of his exordium to
Mahatma Gandhi ; another has talked of Rutherford
(of Atom fame). As yet there is no mention of Arthur
Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington. I suppose it is too
much to expect. He was so amazingly ordinary and
neither practised nor tolerated humbug.
Cricket
When these notes are in print the fourth Test Match
will have been played in Australia. Three matches down
and the Ashes unrecovered is a big handicap as well as
a powerful challenge. Although things have so far gone
against us the margin has not been very great and with
a little luck we might have been one up. The main thing
is that the gap is narrowing and the events of the years
following the debacle of 1921 may be repeated ere long.
I rejoice that the melancholy prophecies of a great
England batsman of the past (whom out of charity
I shall leave nameless) have been falsified. He said
when the English team was announced that they were
in for "a chawingup", I think the words were. Which
once again proves that the role of a prophet, even in
cricket, is beset with perils. It is safer and infinitely
more profitable to write reminiscences, or to be accurate,
to get some struggling writer to "ghost" them for you.
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THB BUFFS.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764,

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH*

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs
3. ASHFORD
4. LONDON

Chairman
Secretary
SecondinCommand
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
SecondinCommand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.) Mr. F. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. F. W. Tong
Mr. F. Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. F. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

Mr. F. Maxwell, 7 StoneStreet, Cranbrook,
Kent
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

8. SITTINGBOURNE
0. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
13. HERNE BAY
14. FOLKESTONE
LI. SANDWICH
16. DEAL
17. FAVERSHAM
18. BRIGHTON
19. DENMARK

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each.month, "Ragle
, Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m*

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High Street,
Rochester,
7.30 p.m.
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue, First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Milton Regis
Fast Street, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Mr. B. p. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Ramsgate
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Mr. R. H. Harman
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Broadstairs
Harlev Square, 8 p.m.
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Mr. L R Peirce, 16 Frampton Road, Last Wednesday in each month, British.
Hythe
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. L. F. Parratt
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane, First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Mr. W. Stanard
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. H. Taylor
Sandwich
8 p.m.
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
Cept. J. Green
First Tuesday in each month, Royal
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Second Friday in each month, R.N.O.C
Brighton
Club. 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
7.30 p.m.
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9, First Tuesday in each month, St. Hubertus.
Kegs. Lyngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
7.30 p.m.

GROUPS
(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

(e) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
1. LONDON

Branch

Chairman
Mrs. D. F. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J.: Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

4. DEAL

Mrs. Fast

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

7.

Mrs. M. E. Dean

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. F. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittinebourne

SITTINGBOURNE

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W1,
6.30 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, Coop
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Fvery other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Sheiions
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Fvery Fourth Tuesday, Foresters' Hall,
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month, Th<?
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill
Hall, East Street,Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Colonei'inChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name
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Unit or Appointment

|Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parrv, F. W. B.
...
... 1st Bn.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... H.C.G.T.C.
MAJORS

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Lt.Col., att. 1st Bn.
Depot.
T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
/Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Q Branch, War Office.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
1st Bn.
Harris St. John, B. J.
1st Bn. Roval Sussex Regt.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.

H.C.G.T.C."
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. ... T/Lt.Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C.
A.P.M., Hamburg.
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bh.
May, J. F.
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
G.S.O.2, G.H.Q., MELF.
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy, R. H.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
Hq., E. Anglian Dist.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N F. H. C
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
Majendie, A. E.
...
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
Connofiy, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.E

CAPTAINS

Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. :..
Blaxland, W. G. , ...
<iay, A. W. ...
...
Montgomery, D. ..,
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. F.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
I Sepernumerary

... T/Maj., DAQMG., Hq. Scottish

Court, D. N.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

1st Bn.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Staff College, Camberley.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
School ot Infantry, Hythe.
G.S.O.3, M.I.2, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q,, MELF.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.

Cnmwunii!

GordonWilson, N. F. M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
... H.C.G.T.C.
Nash, J P
.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O 'B.... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt,
Iliffe, R. O.
Hadshar, G. ...
... Depot.
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... 1st Bp.
... G.S.0.3, Hq., Br. Tps., Sudan.
Dent, J. E
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
Marshall, F. ...
... Attd. M.A., Athens,
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
... 1st Bn.
Peckham, A. D.
... 4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J. ...
... 1st Bn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
... 1st Bn.
Willows, D. A.
... Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
LIEUTENANTS

Wilson, P. F
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, L. M.

...
...
...
...

A.D.C., Comd., H.C. District.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Language Course, London.
Hq. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack

Griffin, C. J.
French, B.G.J.
Webber, J. W.
Pim, A. H. E
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
...
Mullins, G. O.
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
.;.
...
...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
H.C.G.T.C. *
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.

pore.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bh.
QUARTERMASTERS

Williams, L. J, M.B.E.
Watts, E. H, F.
Kille, W. E

... Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M?.), M.E.L.F.

Short Service Commissions
CAPTAINS

Bfoadley, A., M.B.E., T.D.
O'Geary, M. G.
... 1 .
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F.i M.C
Ford, E. tt. M.C
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. 1,. L«, T.D. .
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E
Leates, M. M.C.
...
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Sherwood, R. D.
Pitkin, W. H
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
McGrath. G. A

.

T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office.

3 AVB.T.C.

T/Maj.

T/Maj. .

4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong

H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
9 Trav. Wing, Hq. E. Atiglia Dist.
Adm. Office, H.Q.Klagenfurt Gar.,B.T.A.
G.S.O.3, War Office.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
Hq. Aldershot District.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.

Bloomer, R. H.
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... Hq., N.

Ireland District, Lisburh,
N. Ireland.

Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. F.

... T/Capt.
... T/Capt., W.O. 3 P.I.A.
... H.C.G.T.C.

Butcher, D.A.T.
Huntley, S. J.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coole, A. D....
Barlow, W. B.
Roseberry, L. S.

...
...
...
...
...

LIEUTENANTS

1 R.W.K.
T/Capt. H.C.G.T.C.
T/Capt.
R.M.P. Trg. Est., Woking.
T/Capt. D.A.P.M., Hq., S.I.B./R.M.P.

2m> LIEXITENANTS
... 1st Bn.

Minto, I. G„

QUARTERMASTERS

Rowchffe. T. A.„ Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
Corps, J., Capt.

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
... Hq. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4th Battalion
HON. COLONS?*
4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., TJD., Woodcourt, 1 Pari Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
Jelf, A. G.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, Ni G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thpi|he, F. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Collins, H. A. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J.
Hannah, W. H. s
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Balding, C. E. E.

MAJORS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmpre, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.
Pantony, D. A.
1

CAPTAINS

LIEUTENANTS

'

;

2ND. LIEUTENANT
QUARTERMASTER

Williams, L. J., M.B.E. Maj. (Q.M.)

MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
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Editorial
A T a meeting of the Executive Committee, Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at
^Canterbury on January 20th, 1951, the question of future policy as regards The Dragon was
fully discussed. Letters from readers who had been so good as to submit their view and suggestions
were examined and the following recommendations were submitted to the Colonel of the
Regiment for his approval. This he has given.
(a) That the journal continue to be published monthly.
(ib) That, when news warrants it, an Editorial should precede Personalia.
(c) That the present cover be maintained.
(d) That photos be produced whenever able, having due regard to costs
(ie) That the sequence be continued as at present.
(/) That whenever possible a loose leaf should be avoided.
(g) Battalion News—Company nQtes.
That Company notes should continue but should be condensed as much as possible
and that the specialist sections of a company, where applicable, should be included
in the Company notes and not form separate items.
Commenting upon the use of a loose leaf the Editor explained that unless he had material
in. reserve it was difficult to avoid the use of a loose leaf. As had been suggested to him, he is
endeavouring to obtain articles from officers, or other ranks, who are serving outside the Regiment.
In reply to a question as to whether the issue of The Dragon could be made earlier in the
current month, the Editor explained that this depended chiefly upon the prompt rendering of
notes from subeditors and contributors. These must be in the Editor's office by the 10th of
each month.
Finally it was resolved that the main objects of a regimental journal are :—
(a) To keep subscribers in touch with their Regimental friends.
(b) To keep subscribers informed of the activities of the component parts of the Regiment.
In connexion, with this it was pointed out that the past is out of touch with the present day
life, activities and equipment of the serving soldier, and would like to be better informed.
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Personalia

We were pleased to receive a visit recently
from LieuLColonel P. BouverieBrine who is
living at Worcester. He remarked how very
much he enjoyed the last 8th Battalion Re
union Dinner. He was one of the earliest
members of that Battalion in the 191418 War,
when it was formed and was sports officer.

In November la?t he spent a very enjoyable
holiday at Frazer's Hill, a hill station about
^ d a half thousand feet up and some
seventy miles north of Kuala Lumpur. His
reports of exBuffs are that Worth has un
fottunately had lung trouble and has been
downgraded' for'a'year, thus'preventing .him
from joining his regiment in Hong Kong,
,;!<** Ptic? » onboard the_Cor/« on his way
h°me or*slx months le*ve He « accompanied
^1S y°un§®.r brothers Whcralso serve
m the Regiment. Pigou, late 1st' Battalion, is
now in Singapore as a civilian and has ma^de a
name for himself in the rugger world playing
scrumhalf for Singapore C.C.
.
_ —
"
Captain F. C. Cuss reports that he is employed
at the British' Commonwealth Base, Korea,
So far as we know he is the only officer of the
Regiment in Korea.

We congratulate Majors A. E. Majendie,
J. P. Lucas and N. F. H. C. Norris on their
promotion to substantive Majors.

Captain F. C. F. Davis, T.A.R.O. Special
List, is now living in Chelsea. He was formerly
6195168 Sergeant Davis and served with the
2nd Battalion.

_„TT.
 . . r . , a , i' r  rf c
W / E congratulate Lieut..Colonel G K F .
yr Oliver on his promotion to substantive
Lieut.Colonel. He has recently taken over
command of the Home Counties Group Training
.;a* Shoj:neliffe.
l
.... , . . '
u : .vi
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. F, ConnoUy and
familyhave arrived home and are in residence
at Amheim House; Old Park Barracks, Dover.

. , ,

,

ii

,

. W e are glad to hear that the work on The

Forces Memorial Chapel Rangoon Cathedral,
13 now Poetically complete.
In the Memorial Book the names of those of
the Buffs who died in the Burma Campaign
are inscribed and the crest of the Regiment
has been placed on a wall together with those
of other regiments which took part in the
Campaign.
'
Major and Mrs. H. W. Jackson have left
Doddington and returned to Kenya. The
former went by air and has arrived safely, the
latteris still on the high seas.: We shall miss
them from our gatherings and wish them well
for the future.
Major and Mrs. J. C. T. Crozier are staying at
their farm at Makuyu with Colonel and Mrs.
Mitchell. They motored up from Cape Town,
taking some seven weeks over the journey .
staying wfth friends here and there in South
Africa and Rhodesia and visiting the Victoria
monSth weLretUrn
' ^

h°me at thC Cnd

°f

tWS

Captain E. G. Cox writing from Singapore
tells of heavy rainfall there which resulted in
extensive floods up country and landslides
which caused a suspension of rail traffic between
Singapore and Kuala, Lumpur* ; .
;

In the Garrison Church at Singapore there is

a pl

bearf

the D

and the

name of

SemeantMaster TaUor J. Anderson, who died
on f6th April, 1886, aged 33 years. The plaque
was erected by his brother Sergeants.
Mr. A. N. Rackcliffe, 6278962 Private, is
living at 8 Mangles Road, Guildford, and is
employed as Yard Foreman to the Road
Transport there.
He enlisted as a regular soldier in 1916 s and
served with the 6th, 8th and 2nd Battalions,
returning from Aden for discharge in 1923. In
the 2nd Battalion he was a pioneer.
—
Mr. F. Kennett, late 6286544 Private, is in
the District Hospital, Pembury, suffering with
paralysis following upon a severe injury to the
SPJne\ ,H* * te
sldera41e time. It would be akwdty act were
^ ofwour reade+ra
He Jomedt h,e 4th, Ba ttahoi l ®
^
t
+
iQ
}937' and served throughout the last war until
he Was dlscharged m J** 1945'
The death occurred on 18th January, 1951, of
No. 3397 exPrivate G. Hazleden at the age of
80 years. Mr. Hazleden had lived in the parish
of Framfield, Sussex, for many years, he had
been a supporter of the British Legion since its
foundation and only two years previously had
been elected a ViceT^esident in recognition of
his valuable service.
;
7
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Mr. Hazleden served in India for seven years
rvith the 1st Battalion and was awarded the
Indian General Service Medal with the following
' l   ? '
clasps
Relief of Chitral, 1895.
J Punjab Frontier, 189798.
The funeral took place at Framfield on
January 23rd at which members of the local
branch of the British; Legion were present and
Lieut.Colonel >J. R. P. Williams represented
the PasLafid Present Association.
Mr. gazleden's eldest son has presented his
father's medal to the Regimental Museum.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
BIRTHS

Thorne.—On J anuary 16th to Jline, wife of
Philip A. Thorne, 10 Pier Avenue, Whitstable,
a son (Simon).
Ricketts.—On January 22nd, at Pembroke, to
Beryl and Alan Ricketts, a daughter (Jennifer
'
Elizabeth).
DEATH

Williams.—On January 12th, 1951, at Margate
General Hospital, Edward W. Williams, Ex
8119, The Buffs, aged 63 years.

Future Events
Sittingbourne Branch Annual Dinner,
Saturday, March 17th, Drill Hall, East
Street, Sittingbourne, 7 p.m. Tickets
8/. Apply to Mr. W. A. Sinclair, 50
Homewood Avenue, Sittingbourne.
The Buffs Golfing Society Spring Meeting,
Royal St. George's Golf Club, Sandwich,
Saturday, April 7th and Sunday, April
8th.
Dragon Club Dinner, Wednesday, June
13th, Naval and Military Club.
London Branch Dinner and Ball, Saturday,
June 23rd.
Buffs Golfing Society Midsummer Meeting,
Sunningdale Golf Club, Sunday, June
24th.
Match against Liphook Golf Club, Sunday,
July 1st.
Canterbury Festival, Wednesday, 18th
July, to Friday, 10th August.
Cathedjal Festival, Wednesday, 18th July,
tbSaturday,28thJuiyL

m

Civic Festival; Monday, 30th July, to
Saturday, 4th August.
Crijcket Festival, Saturday, 4th August, to
Friday, 10th August.
.j;
Remembrance Sunday* 12th August.
London Branch Ladies' Guild Diiiner,
Saturday, 29th September.
Buffs Golfing Society Autumn Meeting,
Littlestone, Saturday, October 13th, and
Sunday, October 14th. , .< >
?

The Army Cadet Force
By Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe
'THOSE interested in the Army Cadet Force
' and in the training of youth wili be sorry to
learn that at the end of last year the War Office
issued an order reducing the number of Cadet
Battalions. Such an order was inevitable for
owing to the serious falling off in the number of
boys joining Cadet Units so called battalions
could hardly muster the strength of a company ;
a company the thirty or so of a platoon, while
some of the smaller units had ceased to exist
altogether.
The reasons for the lack of Cadet recruits
are fairly obvious. During the war there was
a thrill in the wearing of uniform, the army
units in the district were always ready to
provide instructors and arrange demonstrations.
There were rides across country in Infantry
Carriers, in Tanks and on Armoured Vehicles.
There were big bangs and explosions in the
making of which Cadets could often, play an
active part. There were weekend camps and
camps for longer periods run by real soldiers
With proper slit trenches to jump into in case a
German aircraft would dare to fly over. The
military ; training was interesting, there were
good games in the afternoon, probably a
demonstration in the early part of the evening
followed by a concert or some f other form of
entertainment/ while the quality and quantity
of the army food was just what "the doctor
ordered" !
Then "D" Day came and the army units
vanished silently for more important duties
elsewhere. The expert instructors were no
mbre to be had and the big bangs were on the
qther side of the Channel where Cadets could
not go. Interest began to wane but only
gradually as boys are wonderful mimics. Many
had learned their words well: and had even
copied the mannerisms of their instructors ; so
the Cadet N.C.O.s carried on drilling and
training the latest recruitsbythe wonderful
system of "passing it on".
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Then came/the end oL active hostilities in
Europe with its natural anticlimax. The
gentlemen who had^givenup their leisure to
act the part of Cadet officers, and leaders
gradually retired to enjoy their well earned
evenings' at home while many cadets carried
out their own voluntary demobilization.' j
A few diehards kept the flag flying and the
embers ' smouldering but it gradually became
trlOte difficult to find men' with knowledge and
experience to act the part Of officers' and less
and still less boys joined the Corps.
There are still many men interested in the
welfare of syouth who r will devote theit spare
time to the Army Cadet Force hut what is
lacking are a few experts such as retired Regular
Army officers to guide, advise and coordinate
their efforts. 1 We know that mariy of these
gentlemen are struggling to augment their
ever decreasing fixed incomes arid busy with
their household chores, but if they would Only
realize the importance of an efficient Army
Cadet Unit to the Army today I aril sure the
four of five required to help in the sound
organization and administration of the widely
spread company groups would volunteer their
services.

that Headquarter officers must depend largely
on the use of privately owned cars. Driving
long distances at night is far from pleasant
during the winter months especially when the
officer has already done a good day's work in
his office or business r The only answer is to
decentralize by Company Groups. The senior
officer in the group would naturally command
the Company but he may well be chiefly
concerned and interested in his own subunit
which may suffer if he is away for eyen a night
or so visiting other subunits in his group.

It is here, therefore, that the services of an
independent' retired Regular Officer is needed
to visit subunits to advise on. training, organiz
ation, and generally to act as a liaison officer
within flj£f Group and with Battalion Head
quarters.
Two or three years' service in an efficiently
run Cadet Unit not only helps a young mart if
he is called up to serve his period of National
Service in the Army or if he joins up on a
Regular engagement but it provides the Army
with a number of potential N.C.O.s and often
with valuable officer material.
The Army is always in need of good N:C.O.s
and particularly so now with the increase of
Establishments,and the formation of new units.
If any of us who are not too infirm or too
outofdate will sacrifice a little of our time and
leisure to help to raise the standard of efficiency
in Army Cadet Units we will be doing some
service to the Army and rendering a valuable
service to the youth of the Country.

The reorganization, as far as it effects the
Regiment is as follows :—
I. The remains of the 4th (Thanet) Cadet
Battalion has been amalgamated with
the old 1st Cadet Battalion in Canterbury
and District to form what is now the 1st
Army Cadet Force Battalion, The Buffs :
II. The old 2nd Cadet Battalion of Ashford
and District has joined up with the 6th
Battalion of Dover and Folkestone under Where does that Glorious Beer come
the new title 2nd Army Cadet Force
from ?
Battalion, The Buffs, with its Head
By Fremlins, Ltd., Brewers,
quarters at the Drill Hall, Hospital Hill,
of Maidatono, Kent
Shorncliffe.
HTHE party of explorers had traversed the
The 1st A.C.F. Battalion, with which I am
* Continent and limped wearily into an out
chiefly concerned here, has its Headquarters at
post of civilisation^ The local bigwig came
the Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury,
forward to greet them. "So you're English"
and company groups distributed as follows
was his opening remark. "You must want
some beer/'
Canterbury, Chartham, Boughton;
Ramsgate, Margate arid Garlinge ;
Even a staunch teetotaller would have
Whitstable and Herne Bay ;
responded to the welcome that inspired the
Deal, Sandwich and Aylesham.
words, for half the worldknoWs that "^ork
takes it out of a man—beer puts it back", and
It will be seen that it is a matter of great
difficulty to command such a wide dispersal no nostalgic dream of the Old Gauntry WOuM
be complete if hops and malt Were riot
from Canterbury. The Cadets normally function
on two nights a week from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. interwoven with /the texture: oi individual
reminiscence. ; ;
/ < . :
To trayeh by Public transport is not often
convenient and involves a great deal of time.
Of that personal picture, we can give; no
Government transport is seldom available so outline—friends, relations, incidents, places,
'
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THE DRAGON
niust all remain intimate. Why, then, the
intrusion of the constituents of beer as a
common element ? To say, without further
qualification, ]that this is an interest older
than a hundred generations of ancestors* out
dating civilisation itself* is to provoke criticism,
if not incredulity.
We have no wish to present a neolithic man
opening a screwstoppered bottle of Kentish
Beer, any more than we would show the hubs
of his oxcart* wheels fitted with taperroller
bearings ! Yet a wheel is a wheel and beer is
beer, and each has existed since the remotest
times.

Getting the Taste of it
The palate of today would probably be
puzzled to define the nature of an aff&ient
brew* for—by our standards—there was a
wide range of ingredients permissible, including
many forms of grain and flavourings, though
hops, which, in their symbolism, have replaced
Bacchanalian ivy, are almost a modern
introduction.
They first appeared in England in 1524—or,
as some Authorities aver* in 1530—became the
subject of an Act of Parliament shortly after
wards and have suffered from a certain amount
of popular misconception ever since ! The hop
has no influence on the strength of beer at all;
its function is that of flavouring
material,
preservative and aromatic. One of its most
deserving descriptions is "The Nosegay of the
British Brewery".
Before the hop arrived from Holland, where
it had been known for a thousand years or more
previously, beer or ale (for the terms were
virtually interchangeable) had been prepared
with a variety of other herbs, a practice that
has been continued in many parts of the
Continent of Europe. Such unlikelysounding
plants as buckbean, broom, hyssop, wormwood
and mugwort have, in their time, served in the
office pf hops.
To effect such a substitute today would
release a torrent of derision, or, at best, brand
the "innovator" as a crank. "Herbal teas may
be excellent medicinally, but as a beverage,
they are only disastrous", people would say.
Yet, in principle, the inclusion of the hop in
the brewing routine is closely analogous to the
making of tea. In one case the virtues of the
plant are extracted by boiling water being
poured on to the dried leaves; in the other,
the petals of the dried hop flowers are infused
in a hot wort which will subsequently ferment.
In both cases the solid residue is strained off
and d&carded. .
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Influence of Locality
^ Just as the tea that is grown in China is
distinct from that of India or Ceylon, with a
myriad variations of species, growing conditions
and subsequent processes, recognisable only to
the expert, so is the hop a far from definite
quantity in the eyes of the experienced brewer.
The hops that come from Farnham (Surrey)
differ from those grown in the next County,
Sussex, while the hops of Kent—neighbour of
both the other Counties—can be classified into
Canterbury, Wealden or Rochester according
to their place of origin. Soil, climate, altitude
all have their bearing upon, the essences that
are infused into the beer, but the fact that more
than half the English hops are grown in Kent
is sufficient indication of their high standing
among Brewers.
Man of Many Parts
Even when these varieties arid their judicious
admixture have been considered, it must not be
Overlooked that the process of drying the hops
is influenced by the fuel employed, the intensity
and duration of the heat, and the humidity of
the atmosphere at the time. The Brewer has
as many combinations and permutations to
determine as an artist faced by a blank canvas
and a full range of pigments! The expert
Brewer is worthy of the designation "Artist in
Beer".
It is equally obvious that he must, at the
same time, be an accomplished scientist.
Gone are the days when it could be said
"Any old woman can brew". Any old woman
can concoct a drinkable liquid, but to maintain
a consistent product of high, competitive
standard, from inconsistent materials, demands
not merely a recognition of the variations, but
also an understanding of their causes.
This sounds very like chemistry, but a
brewer does not react very favourably if you
call him a chemist. The word is too often
associated with pills and powders, or with
sulphuric acid and mysterious families of
chlorides and nitrates, for ready recognition of
the fact that the words on this paper, the eye
that reads them and the material, of the brain
in which they are transformed into meaning are
merely combinations of "cheiqicals". Think,
then, of your brewer as an "Artist in Bio
Chemistry" and you will not be very wide of
the mark—closer still, if you endow him with
a knowledge of botany and psychology, physics,
economics and pathology !
Far older than the "hop infusion" is the basic
wort mentioned a minute or two ago* for this
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has been known since the dim twilight of pre
history. "Wort" is a general termfor a liqpcj
that has been artificially prepared—the word
is closely associated with "worked"—but it is
customarily used today as signifying decoction
from grain.
The earliest trace of brewing so far revealed
comes from that fount of antiquities, Babylon.
It is a tablet inscription interpreted to relate
to the preparation of a crud£ beer for sacrificial
purposes, and it dates from 7,000 or 6,000 B.C.
Sufficiently ancient 'for most enquirers will be
the written evidence from the same city that
16 varieties of beer were extant 4,000 B.C.

'Ex Africa semper ..\
Mythology credits a man of ancient Egypt,
named Osiris, with having taught his fellows
how to cultivate barley wjKer^ vin^s{ would,n?t
grow, and prepare a drink from it, .for which
service he was gratefully deified. Other
Authorities named Isis as the great inventor.
Imperial Egypt had at least four types of
beer in common use, and it is on record that
Rameses III consecrated nearly halfamillion
jugs of it to. his presiding deities*
From records of Greek writers—Aeschylus
and Sophocles in the 5th century B.C.—it is
known that their barley wine ("zythos") was
drunk both at feasts and as a regular beverage.
"Baer"
The aborigines of Britain had corn, though it
whs not plentiful, and from the barley prepared
a drink with the significant name of "baer".
Archaeologists have analysed the contents
of a votive vessel attributed to the Late Iron
Age—the basis of the mass was revealed a&
wheat and honey, thus scientifically confirming
the writings of Pytheas who, visiting Britain
in the 4th century B.C. found that "fermented
grain and; honey" was in use as a beverage.
Other evidence points to the Drffid priests, in
whom was vested the whole store of prehistoric
British/knowledge, as the brewers for their
communities. ?
*
From Caesar's comment on the Ancient
Britons M The more inward for the most part
do not sow corn" it may be deduced that from
time immemorial, the Kentish corner of
England has produced the ancestors Of out
presentday beer, nurturing an industry that
has grown with the passing ages.
Just what was the brewing process practised
by the early Britons must be left to conjecture,
but a 4 5th century record has a recognisable

likeness to current procedure; it says that the

grain, after being steeped in water", was allowed
to germinate, then dried and ground, infused in
water and finally fermented. The result was
described as "pleasant, warming; strengthening,
and intoxicating". Barley was the usual raw
material, though wheat, oats and millet were
alternatives.

Church Ales
By 820 A.D. the association between Church
and brewing that has been noticeable ever
since, had been reestablished; " every good
monastery was thendescribed as possessing its
own brewery, and William of Malmesbury,
writing in the reign of Henry II comments that
the monkish brews were famous for their
strength and purity. Presumably, his position
entitled him to enjoy the better qualities, for
it was popularly * believed ; that an Tnferipc
product* if accompanied toy an 'ecdteiastkai
blessing, would have to suffice .for men of lowly
degree I
'
" 7  
: i
It was the monks of the appropriately flamed
Wetmore who, in the 13th century, first
discovered that the mineral  qualities of the
water of ButtononTrent—4t has a natural
content Of sulphate arid carbonate of tinie^
were conducive to a very palatable brew, thus
laying the foundations of an industry that has
mdde this town worldfamous. Despite the;
difficulties of inland transport before the days
of the turnpike, it was teufld profitable f0:
convey this beer to London, where, in 1630,;it
was being sold at Ye Peacocke, in Gray's Irifl
L a n e . ' *„
. .
...
;

Imported Ideas

^

 Meanwhile* Sa^on, Dane and Norman had
scarred the land with war and conquest and
tfion settled down to what degree of domesticity
the times and conditionsallowed. Patronisijagly,
they sampled the native drinks, first with
victoris scorn of the inferior; then, as the
strange palate took on familiarity, with greater
appreciation, and finally reestablished their
own conceit by introducing their imported
modifications into the brewing.^;;the "chxfiate;
did not allow for the1 general growing 6L Vines,;
although they were considerably more;numetot&
than they are today, and, With Uncreasihg
population, natural' water supplies such as
streams and rivers suffered ' from increasing
pollution. Beer * drinking i caused no internal
disturbance that moderation would not remedy
—unlike the effect off tainted Water of which
every draught brought fresh infliction. So beer
was a safe drink, for child, wbman or man,. With
never a thought, fori the harmful bacterid killed
in the boiling stages of the prdcsassd: c'Ew.
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before fermentation,
and the antiseptic pro
perties of the alcbhbl;uthe draught was free
from infections.
 '
For thousands of years, sthe process was
recognised as ''The Mystery and Art of
Brewing", Art^as we have seen, iWstill
remains, and the, elimination of "Mystery"
can, in fact, be said to date only from Pasteur's
discoveries in the l&st century.
, Fermentatipn was the heart of the,' 'Mystery".
Fermentation Was perfectly obvious, both
in its procedure and in its effects. It could be
stimulated or checked, but its principle^ w,ere
as unfathomable as the Universe until bac
teriology evolved as a science from microscopie
Study,
.
'>
  v  . 

Solving the "Mystery'''
, Inevitably, it had been swathed in super
stition, with witchcraft as the chief suspect for
any defect that was otherwise unaccountable,
and a hundred Old / Wives' Tales aspired to
counteract the mischief—"Put the ale into a
vat with Holy water" was a Saxon remedy and
"A handful of salt to keep the witches" from'it
was Scottish advice as lately as 1793. The
prescription which included ''One quartern of
French brandy" was not without its devotees—
if not correction, it at least offered compensation!
The final stage of beermaking, then, is
the "fermentation", whereby a chemical rer
arrangemeiit of atoms converts some of the
constituent elements of sugar into * alcohol;
both substances are nothing more than a couple
of gases and lamprblack—oxygen, hydrogen,
and carbon.
This change is effected by Yeast, as it has
been ever since the Creation. Wasps were
intoxicated* by unwise indulgence in the over
ripe apples that EYe^ and Adam did not eat,
just as they are in orchards today.
Yeast; regarded as a mass with a consistency
pi putty, as it is known to most people, is
difficult to recognise for what it is, a living
plant that reproduces itself by budding. It is*
of course, on a minute scale, and a single unit
or cell of the yeast used by brewers measures
about 4 temthotrsahdths of an inch across;" *
Scores of books are devoted to the habits,
nature and peculiarities of yeast, or, to be
slightly more accurate "Yeasts", for there are
both wild and cultivated varieties, and it is
recognition of this fact that has eliminated the
word "Mystery". So long as the brewer can
control the relationship of the wort to the
yeast, he is on fairly safe ground; he knows
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what a^ cultivated yeast will/do when set to
work in his fermenting vatsG The. actmn; of
mid yeasts is Unpredictable, and as they float
invisibly in the air, the utmost precautions
have to be applied to ensure their, exclusion
from the :%erthatistpbe.
;
(
Not all the. constituents of the sugar go; to
the  making/ of alcohol ;  some are released as
carbon dioxide or "carbonic acid gas", thp
bubbles that, distinguisji; ' 'soda water'' from
tap,, water. Provided the. liquid is/kept at a
low t^niper^iure{ a cdrisid,erable prqpqriion of
this gas 4 remains dissolved, ; to ; be  released
with the familiar tickling sensation, when it
encounters the warmth of mouth and throat.
A Drink at Last.
,
Your toeer, afteq f^r^fntatipn vh^s proceeded
its allbttecf fspah^ Ts^lipw virtually ready for
drinking.
;
It may be run off into bottles, for convenience
of transport, in which case it is generally
provided; with a small excess of carbon dioxide,
resulting in the keener effervescence that is
characteristic of bottled beser. Alternatively,
it may leave the brewery, in casks; to be served
as draught beer, provided that conditions are
appropriate. .For once a cask has been tapped,
and beer drawn off, air must be admitted to
break the vacuum, and, with the air, there
arrives a host of undefined bacteria which,
attacking the beer, may destroy its initial
qualities ; at the same time, alcohol will com
bine with the oxygen present ..to produce acetic
aci.d, or vinegar, which is never appreciated in
a tankard !
Such are, and have been, the outlines of the
brewer's general strategy in his campaign to
achieve a good sound beer. More de^ly
technical and scarcely pf general interest hre
the detailed tactics and manoeuvres he. adopts
to please the palates of his customers—/for they
vary almost from village to village. The
Yorkshireman. visiting Dorset finds a strange
flavour, as does the Midlandef who hplidays in
Scotland or the Welshman who /travels!.to Kent.
Peculiarly variable, tob, is a; man's conviction
of the appropriate shades of colour. for mild
and bitter beers. In some areas a dark bitter is
customary, yet only a few miles away its
colour would make it an object of suspicion to
the "locals" ; their bitter is always a light
shade—a state of affairs that tends to perplex
an itinerant and untutpred drinker whose
sight is more trusted than his sense, of taste.
But whether it be a question of taste or
colour, most people become quickly acclimatised
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to a change, some philosophically speeding the
process with chastening memories of times
whfen they could obtain no beer at all.
The truth is that no bad beer is brewed
today. Competition is more than keep enough
to eliminate the production of vtMt fails to
please, and communications, whether they be
interparish of iintefnational, enable" a , mifl to
pander to his palate.
It is £hetlast few moments and the last few
inches of its journey—a journey that may
have extended over many weeks and thousands
of miles—that decide just how "glorious" that
beer is.
_z

Careers in Australia in the
Australi^ii Regular Army
and in Civilian Life
|\/| IGRATION to Australia of British men and
'women, and families, from the United Kingdom
continues on a large scale.
The Australian Regular Army offers enlistment oppor
tunities to exservicemen with technical and general
service experience. Enlistment in the A.R.A. is arranged
at Canberra House, 87 Jermyn Street, London, the
headquarters of the Au stralian Army Command in the
U.K.
Side by side with the plan for U.K. exservicemen
to take up careers in the Australian Regular Army, the
scheme of assisted passages for United Kingdom resident?
for civilian settlement continues to attract thousands of
new settlers for Australia each month. Together, the
migration of Britons for the A.R.A. and civilian life
total about 4,000 immigrants a month for Australia.
Australian Regular Army
Since the campaign to enlist 2,500 British exservice
men into the Australian Regular Army opened in August
last year, there have been over 8,000 enquiries from all
oyer the British ? Isles. : Out of 1,800 applicants,
approximately 1,200 have already been interviewed in
London. 500 have been selected and, of these, 360
sailed for Australia in the last Three months of 1950.
A fhrther draft of 120 soiled from Glasgow on January
20th;; r
sr ::/*
~
.
There are still some 2;000 vacancies to be filled.
More than half Of these are for tradesmen and specialists.
Applicants who have sufficient previous service with
specialist experience in the British Army are being
enlisted as ^N.C. O:'s straight away. Otherwise the
normal rank on enlistment is that of Private One Star.
Applications are. only considered after the soldier has
completed his servitfe in the British unit in which he is
at present engaged.%fe may, however, write to Canberra
House for information about the A.R.A. and about
Australia generally? before taking his discharge from.
present service, if .he wishes to consider the matter whilst
1
still on service.
'
Although only aTew married men have been accepted
for enlistment, this scheme is still open to them provided
they can arrange. privately for the accommodation of
their wives and families in Australia prior .to leaving the
U.K. Married men cannot be accepted for embarkation
unless accompaniedby their wives and families. Passages
for wives and families are provided free;.

Most of thd enquiries to date have been about rates
of pay and procedure of enlistment:
:An .applicant is called forward for medical ekamin
ai|idn alld interview at Canberra House if he fulfills the
following qualifications for enlistment;!
(a) t$gt he is a British subject of European descent;
(b) that he has previously served in H.M. Forces ;
(c) that lie is now* oh the Class B, Z, or Supplementary
Reserves, or has completed his fulltime National
Service, or is a volunteer in the T.A.
If he passes and is accepted by the outhpHtie? as a
suitabM: immigrant for Australia, he it allied= iip for
attestation a week or ten days before sailing. TMe;* he is
sent on leave and told to report to the docks; on the date
of sailing.
High Pay Rates
Although the soldier ii on full pay (a Private One Star
gets £7 15s. 9d. a week living in camp, and £10 Is. 3d.
living out) from the date of attestation, he is not. issued
with a uniform until his arrival in Australia, and he
goes as/a normal civilian migrant on the ship.
,
Recruiting teams from Canberra House are visiting
Glasgow and other large citiesin the British Isles over the7
first fewtmonths of 1951.
All enquiries regarding recruiting should be addressed 
to : Recruiting Section, Australian Army Staff, Canberra
House,7#587 Jermyn Street, London, S.W.I (phone
WHI. 2101).
Civilian Settlement in Australia
Servicemen who prefer to consider settlement in
Australia in civilian life are offered opportunities of
assisted passages to Australia for which thgy pay £10
in the case of adults, £5 for juniors 14 to 18 years, and
children under 14 are free. The Chief Migratfon Officer,
Australia House* Strand, W.C.2, considers the applic
ations iff these cases, and from time to time he is repre
sented by officers of the Australian. Immigration
Department, who visit centres throughout the British
Isles. Serving personnel, and relatives at home, can
enquire about this scheme by letter direct to Australia
House, 6r at any Ministry of Labour Office in the U.K.,
or at travel agencies representing the shipping com
panies running pa&senger liners to Australia.
British people are taken to Australia only if the
Immigration Authorities are satisfied that accom
modation will be available to them. This means that
the person or persons applying for an assisted passage
to Australia under the migration scheme must have a
friend or relative in Australia who can nominate them,
or they ,must be prepared to take up employment in
Australia with an undertaking by the employer (or by
the Comrfionwealth Immigration Department) that
accommodation will be provided for them. These safe
guards erisure that British migrants are able to ffnd
accommoj^tfon of some sort at reasonable cost, even
though fdiey may not for some time be able to arrange
for a hOu^fe or. dwelling of their own.
Accommodation and Job Arranged
The Australian Immigration Authorities at Australia
House can arrange the nominations with accommodation
and employment assured for single men and women in
hundreds;; Of occupations, married tradesmen with up to
four children, and married couples with an without
children in semiskilled and unskilled7 occupations.
This gives British workers, with or without families, a
wide choice of employment in almost, any State in
Australia.
!
t
Continttedonp.3i. 'rr.!,
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Famous
Tea Drinkers

It was never iong before the inquisitive
but lovable Pepys tried whatever was new.
On September 25th 1660 he records
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I

did send for a cup of tea, a China drink of
which I had never drunk before." Perhaps
it didn't appeal to him for it is hardly
mentioned again in his diary but you can
be sure of a distinctive tea you will like
to drink and be proud to serve over and
over again. Insist on—
66

TEA
AVAILABLE TO THOSE ENTITLED TO DEAL AT
(EXCLUDING WESTERN EUROPE)

2/512

NAAFI SHOPS

THE

FIRMS

FOLLOWING

CJIMWflh MDougalls
MINERAL WATERS

SelfRaising p|Q|||*

LEMON SQUASH, &c.

SOLD

BY

N.A.A.F.I.

BARKER & DOBSON
CAMEO CHOCOLATES
REGAL FRUIT DROPS
Barker & Dobson ' Everton, Liverpool

CANTEENS

Huntley
& Palmers

SAUCES, PICKLES
FISH & MEAT PASTES

HTARD
W

SUPPORT

t/te first name you think of in

Biscuits

COGNAC

BRANDY

LMERS LTD

READING ' ENGLAND

WITH

The Walsall Electrical Co.,Ltd.
61 BRIDGE ST., WALSALL
Electrical Measuring Instruments
Switchboards, Switchgear

Messrs. Blenkhorn Richardson
& Co., Ltd.

Woollen & Worsted Manufacturers

Eastfield Mills, HAWICK, SCOTLAND

WE
HELP TO
FEED THE
NATION

Manikin
CIGARS 

Regd.

the pen that's sure
to suit your hand

MILD HAVANA FLAVOUR

Thomas Dc La Rue & »Co. Ltd.
(Stationers Division)

SAMUEL GILL & SONS

IT'S A GOOD JOB !!

C. BRYANT & SON, Ltd.

Designers & Manufacturers of Jigs,TooIs,
Fixtures, Gauges & Special Machines

SMALL HEATH, B'HAM, 10

Lythalls Lane, Coventry

ara THE BUILDERS

LIOUORICE ALLSORTS

Phone: Vicioria 23338 (6 lines)

TIMBER

PLATES

TUR RI^IUAT,
for
PICTURES

B

ybKENSi

4 BADGES

^ 0 / for CANTEENS^
yS MESSROOMS^c
MESSROOMS,J*c

RELIANCE (Nameplates)/Cm
CAMBRIDGE ROAD, TWICKENHAM

i

©u)i)n

Tel. Cov.88605 Air Ministry Authority 707713*37

For Your Enjoyment

Callard & Bowser's

^llarmala^

Celebrated "Thistle Brand"

Famous for fine quality

BUTTER.SCOTCH

CROSBIES PURE FOOD CO. LTD.
SOUTHALL. MIDDLESEX

Famous since 1837

THE DRAGON

1st Battalion
I A FTER a long period of
^Miterary—though not, it
is to be hoped, mental—
stagnation, Company and
other contributors have once
more answered the call in
noble fashion and have given
readers the latest news of
the various components of
the1 Battalion. Since our
return to England many
kind and complimentary
things have been said and
written
concerning
the
quality of the monthly
material supplied by these
various contributors ; spurred on by such
encouragement there is no reason to doubt
but that the Hong Kong/Khartoum standard
will be at least maintained. Time will show—
and the contributors held responsible—whether
or not that standard has been surpassed, but
assuredly that must be the object of our com
bined exercise.
Harking back to the beginning of the year
recalls to mind the departure from Dover of
the 1st Battalion Somerset Light Infantry one
cold, Sunday afternoon. Granted that it was
cold, that it was a Sunday and that it was the
afternoon ; granted, too, that that particular
Battalion had not served for so very long in this
part of the world. Taking all that into account
it was nevertheless very odd that, apart from
the wife of the SecondinCommand of the
departing Unit, the Commanding Officer and
Mrs. Parry, the SecondinCommand and his
entire family, and Captain Squire and our
Medical Officer there was not a soul on Dover
Marine platform to wish our predecessors bon
voyage. Bandmaster Sharpe and the Band
made, respectively, the appropriate gestures
and the correct noises on the platform, both
before and during the train's departure, but
where for example were some of our own
Advance Party or even a few of the "gilded
staff" from down the road ? Presumably on
weekend Leave—or was it perhaps because,
no matter how thinly one sliced it, it was still
a cold, Sunday afternoon ?






'

Very soon after this somewhat meagrely
attended event the Battalion began the move
across from one side of Old Park Barracks to
the other. There can have been few indeed of
the Officers who were sorry to forsake that
peculiar, pseudoancient, grey, stone mansion
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in the trees for the more modern spaciousness
of the permanent Mess, despite the temporary
discomforts! which such a move inevitably
brings..
Barely had we had time to hang the Colours,
unpack the Latham centrepiece and blow the
Khartoum dust off the crockery than we were
visited for luncheon by the Commanderin
Chief Eastern Command, General Sir Gerald
Templer who, together with the district Com
mander, MajorGeneral Kirrlmins, who accom
panied him* were the first of many distinguished
guests and old friends to write their names in
the Visitors' Book. The CinC; was followed
a day or so later by his Chief of Staff, Major
General Oliver; who in turn was followed by our
future Divisional Commander,5 MajorGeneral
Sir Hugh Stockwell. After the Officers had
been introduced to him the General spoke
briefly,, interestingly and amusingly to as many
of the Battalion as were available. During his
talk he reminded us of the value and importance
of smart, prompt saluting ; warning us that he
himself was most punctilious and alert in this
matter he said that we might even, on occasion,
find him saluting us first. "If that should ever
happen to any of you," concluded the General,
"don't forget to acknowledge my salute !"
Other exmembers of the Regiment who have
paid us a visit have included Lieut.Colonels
Willows .and Howe > for the latter the Corps
of Drums was on parade* in scarlet, and our
visitor had some pleasant and complimentary
remarks to make on their drill and turnout
and upon their drumming. It is very much to
be hoped that in the nottoodistant future a
Beating of Retreat will be carried out and that
we shall be able to combine with it some form
of "barrackwarming" party. Lieut.Colonel
Jelf alsa came to lunch one day and appeared
to be in excellent health; it was therefore
something of a surprise for the Commanding
Officer and SecondinCommand—when, two
days later, they went over to Canterbury to
rifle the Regimental Museum under the eagle
scrutiny of Lieut.Colonel Knocker and Major
Craig—to find the Colonel confined to his bed
with a poisoned leg. Later in the month
however he was seen to be moving smoothly
and well, at a cocktail party given by Major
and Mrs, West, so we trust his affliction has
forsaken him.
Other visitors have included Lieut.Colonel
Wilson and Majors Yates and Gray—well
known names to most of us—and it was more
than pleasant to see them all. We hope that
as many, of all ranks; both present and past,
as can possibly manage to do so will come
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and see us in Old Park Barracks; having the
only regular Battalion of the Regiment back at
last in its own part of England is surely an
opportunity not to be lightly cast aside.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Crookenden most
kindly invited certain Officers to their house at
Barham one Sunday evening and it was delight
ful to see them both again. It is much to be
hoped that membership—and playing member
ship at that—of the Regimental Golfing Society
will be indulged in by Officers now that the
Battalion is at home and the Society's Meetings
held on courses so near at hand. With such
admirable. prizes as the "Coupe des Lapins",
the Nilgeri Cup and others to compete for there
is no disadvantage in the holding of a big
handicap ; and, let's face it, even Bobby Locke,
Henry Cotton and Frank Stranahan were all
high handicap players once.
Captain Morgan, who has gone to Hythe as
an Instructor on the Signals Wing of the
School of Infantry, has been the only departure
since our arrival home. Ini his spare moments
he often finds time to come over to see us, so
that we like to feel that he is still very much
at home here ; it was good to see his dis
tinguished Father, MajorGeneral H. de R.
Morgan, here on a visit a short while ago.
New arrivals, to all of whom we extend a warm
though belated welcome, have been Major
May, Captains French and Crichton—the latter
as successor to Captain Morgan as Adjutant—
and 2/Lieuts. Gatehouse and Wicker. The
Commanding Officer, with the sands of his
tour of command running out all too rapidly,
has had as yet no intimation of what job lies
in store for him. If events run their normal
course he will no doubt eventually receive a
sharp order telling him to report to some
outlandish spot by yesterday teatime.
In the meanwhile we await the arrival of
Lieut.Colonel Connolly and his family with
keen anticipation and the knowledge that in
him the Battalion will find a Commanding
Officer worthy of a place among the long line
of his predecessors.
Finally a very belated but sincere congratula
tion to Captain Griffin on his engagement; we
understand that he plans to get married im
mediately after some hideous caper lying in
wait for us at Stanford in June. We intend to
keep a stiff upper lip about both events.

Sports Report
Soccer, rugger and a threemile crosscountry run have
been our main forms of exercise this month whilst the
Battalion has been acclimatizing itself to English
weather.
The Battalion Soccer XI is entering a local league and
should soon settle down in the new conditions and do
well. We look to the National Servicemen now joining
us for the new blood to strengthen the side. .
The rugger enthusiasts, who had not played a game for
well over a year, were soon out on the field afid have got
in two matches. There again, practice is required./
We have excellent sports grounds here and, providing
there is not too much wet weather to waterlog the
grounds, there should be no dearth of games.
So far we have only played two matches, both of;which
have been in the form of trials. , We have a wealth of
people who would like to play rugger,£but rather a lack
of experienced players with which to form a team.
Our first game, against Dover R.F.C., was rather an
ambitious one with which to start the season, but though
the final score was 24—0, the play was by no means
onesided. The forwards, especially in the second half,
played a very sound game, but the backs were un
balanced and inexperience let them down badly against
a good club side.
Our second game, against the R.A.F., Swingate, on
Wednesday, January 31st, was another defeat 6—3,
although we had the better of the game territorially.
As in our first match, the backs were weak and hesitant
in tackling and this undoubtedly cost us the game.
The forwards played a good game although lack of
experience came to light occasionally.
It is only with contant practice and perseverance that
we shall have a wellbalanced side.

Sergeants' Mess
This being our first contribution in two months, we
must not fail to mention our departure from the "Mystic
East" where, after farewell parties which continued
for four or five nights, we eventually boarded the "Iron
Horse of the Desert" on the first part of the homeward
journey. Perhaps the least said the better as far as the
train journey is concerned. The sight of the Empire
Trooper put many minds at ease, and the efficient work
of the embarkation staff enabled the ship to put to sea
within two hours of our arrival at Port Sudan.
We had to leave behind many friends, both service
and civilian ; they are too numerous to mention by
name, but we all miss Q.M.S.I. Spinner (APTC) who,
besides being a good member of the Mess, assisted greatly
in the sporting world. Maybe we will meet up again
with some of the friends of our stay in Khartoum. All
members wish them the best of luck.
Our stay aboard the Empire Trooper was indeed a
very pleasant and we did in fact have most of the boat to
ourselves until we reached the port of Tripoli, where we
were joined by the 1st Battalion The Coldstream Guards,
who embarked on their homeward journey.
It was not long after the arrival of the Guards that a
TugofWar Competition was arranged and a Warrant
Officers and Sergeants team was selected to pull against
their counterparts of the Coldstream Guards. It is only
fair to mention here and now that the Coldsteam Guards
were the Divisional Champions at^ this arduous sport
and there it little doubt, to judge by the size of our
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opponents, that several members of their Sergeants'
Mess must have been in the team which carried off the
Divisional Championship. A third pull was not necessary,
the first two in fact did not take up a great deal of otir
time.
We welcomed back to the fold Sgt. Noy, who rejoined
us at Port Said after a short stay with the Field Security
Service.
The journey was very smoothing going until we
reached the Atlantic, where obvious signs of bad weather
could be seen at a glance from the vacant seats at meal
times and the changed expressions on many members'
faces.
We were indeed sorry to see the R.S.M. admitted to
the'Ship's Hospital, where he spent several days with a
bad attack of malaria. We are glad, however, to say that
he recovered sufficiently to disembark with the Battalion
and that he has now fully recovered.
Soon after our arrival at Southampton, "Roger
Callaway" was caught* by the Press and readers will
have already seen the; result in the last issue of the
journal.
In spite of the pessimistic warnings regarding the
"third degree" methods used by the Customs, noone
encountered great difficulty. Two members, however,
were awakened in the very early hours of the morning
of December 11th to produce the key to a Company box
—but all went well.
Several Members were welcomed back to the Mess
on our arrival at Dover and to Sgts. Jameson and Pendle
we wish a long and happy stay; although we were glad
to welcome back C.S.M. Champion we are sorry to
relate that his stay was only a very brief one as he has
now gone to take up the duties of C.S.M. of one of the
Companies at the Group Training Centre.
We were very pleased to see C.S.M. Dallen one evening.
He is now renewing his.acquaintancewith a troopship
in the R.W.K. and on his way to Malaya. Sgts. Parkes
and Lyons, also members of the Mess during our days in
Stanley Fort, spent one or two evenings with us soon
after our arrival.
We hear that Sgts. O'Brien and Wright are both well
and happy in their respective spheres and we wish to be
remembered to them through th£se notes.
Due to the hard work put in by the Advance Party
we were all able to proceed on leave within 24 hours of
arriving in Dover and, now that those 28 days of leisure
are over, are now more 6r less settled in.
We were able to field a reasonable side against the
Officers at Soccer on 22nd January and were the victors
by two goals to nil. Although the condition of the field
was by no means good, and the football displayed was
not of the highest standard, it was 65 minutes of really
hard going and appeared to be thoroughly enjoyed by
the 22 participants who emerged from the" field looking
rather the worse for wear.
Although we all find that the cost of living is indeed
as high as we hard it was when we were overseas, we are
nevertheless glad to be serving in England once again
and hope to be back with a further contribution to these
notes next month.
Corporals' Club
It is, I think, a fairly safe bet to include—or better,
to start—things with the weather, and Dragon Notes
need be no exception.
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What a biting, chilling, windy time to arrive back in
England, with snow on the ground for the first batch
Of leave (28 days' disembarkation) and now wind and
sleet to accompany the members who are on the
"staggered leave system".
. ;
During the past weeks of our return, nothing of
occasion has taken place with regard to Club functions;
this was due, quite naturally, to the fact that this leave
temporarily disbanded the Club in its entirety. Not
withstanding, I assume that all my colleagues did enjoy
the usual seasonal festivities, but also assume that the
Club's future was rather at the back of their minds
during this interlude.
. ,/
The present Club is as pleasant as was expected, beirfg
centrally heated, conveniently near the Barrack Block,
and with a better service in that the servers need little
or no sign language to convey the want of a certain dish
not appearing on the menu ; the fact that they are
feminine is, of course, by the way. There is a goodly
billiards table* in a room upstairs, where the Club also
writes its letters, or reads, or just sits.
The first Club meeting is to be held on Tuesday, 6th
February, when it is to be hoped that most of the
members will have finished their leave. The opportunities
that now present themselves for a full and worthwhile
Clublife in the coming year will, I am sure, be'brought to
life at this meeting.
Many old faces have reappeared since our return, and
it is nice to welcome them back into the fold ; some
may well be remembered fpr their sporting abilities and
already arrangements are being made for better teams
in all the fields of sport. A rugby football team is being
groomed at present which looks very promising indeed.
This correspondent must conclude now on the eve of
our first meeting hoping to have much more to relate
next month.
H.Q. Gompany
The most successful chap in the Company alive today
is, I think, the fellow who is least conspicuous when the
final cry for Dragon Notes goes up.
The major change in Company H.Q. has been the
departure of Major C. B. Gray, whose place is being
most capably filled by Captain G. A. McGrath.
The staff, in its entirety* pushed off. on 28 days' dis
embarkation leave with the rest of the Battalion on
arrival in England, and since then "staggered leave"
has been introduced in an attempt to catch up with the
vast amount of accumulated python leave ; this must
finish, we understand, by the 1st March.
The present position in staff is, to say the least of it,
quite odd. C.S.M. Maker got compassionate leave;
C.S.M. Ball gaining the unenviable job of "standing in".
The Pay Clerk and Company Clerk are also away
enduring the rigours of temporary civilian life, leaving
the remaining skeleton crew very much at Work's mercy.
Even now these jottings are being created amidst
mountains of leave passes, applications for same and
counterfoils, etc.
Having just been badgered from all sides to/do
various jobs, this correspondent must leave off now,
but not before congratulating Cpl. Swain on his recent
appointment. _
Administrative Platoon
Naturally these notes are concerned mainly with our
arrival and subsequent adventures in Dover. We

THE DRAGON
arrived here travelsore and weary oneevening to be
welcomed by many old members of the platoon and
members of the Advance Party.
Since our arrival we have got many new jmembers of
the platoon, too many to name individually, but to all
of them we extend a hearty welcome.
.
i
The arrival of the G1098 clothing and Mob. stores
entailed much work, and the Quartermaster's staff
could be seen heaving around great boxes while other
members of the Battalion passed them on their way.
for an evening out in town.
So far we have been very lucky where the influenza
epidemic is, concerned, and have had very few members
down with it. L/Cpl. Stokes had a few days in the sick
bay, but we are glad to see him back with us again;
Sgt. Bednell also got mixed up in an accident on the
rugby field recently, but he is with us again now.
The main topic of conversation in the platoon now is
leave, but every now and then one or two members can
be seen catching a train for a few daysi' wellearned rest.
We wish to congratulate Cpl. Clarke on his recent
promotion to Sergeant, and also CpL Rolph on his
marriage ; to the latter and his wife we wish the best
of good fortune always.
Signboards seem to be L/Cpl. Brown's speciality
lately ; he is certainly having to work overtime to get
them all repaired and painted; but undaunted, he keeps
bashing on.
On our departure from Khartoum we left a few
members of the platoon there, and also dropped some
at Port Said for postings to other units. Wherever they
are we wish them all the best of luck.
Work seems to overrule leisure here now, so we will
draw these notes to a close, hoping that there will be
more to write about next month.

Battalion Orderly Room
On the reopening of the Orderly Room at Dover—
though of course we were never "shut" at any time—
four new clerksmade their welcome appearance. Of
these only one is a regular—Pte. Mills, who is lucky
enough to be living in barracks with his wife. The other
three, all National Servicemen, are Ptes. Baylis, Daly
and Slade, who take on the tasks of despatch, filing and
documents respectively.
Pte. Jar vis, who for a short time in 1949 worked in the
Orderly Room, has returned to the fold as runner. This
will help to keep him fit until his application for service
in Korea is accepted.
Congratulations to Willcox on his appointment to
LanceCorporal—Paid ! At the moment he is enjoying
21 days' leave with his wife.
The third married member of the staff, C/Sgt. Webb,
has his wife in married quarters, so he is quite content.
The O.R.Q.M.S., however, can only go home at the
weekend to be with his wife and family. This is just as
well perhaps, or the temptation of neglecting piles of
work mighr rear its ugly head.
We do of course play our part in Battalion Sport—the
O.R.Q. with Soccer, and CpL .Edwards and Pte. Slade
with Rugger. As regards the crosscountry run, we did
reasonably well; Slade was 13th, Baylis 24th, Daly
32nd, Mills 47th and following up behind came Cpl.
Edwards 72nd. But even then there were many others
behind him—and he did run ull the way.

These notes close with the news that in future Bayits
will be the writer in place of Cpl. Edwards, who  retires
r
and gives way to a better man for the job.
The Band
Once again we are back in the old Mother Country,
having served two years nine months overseas. Our
return trip was uneventful, our time being occupied by
playing a series of military band and dance band con
certs on board the Empire Trooper. We had some keen
competition on board in the form of the 4/7th Dragoon
Guards' Band, but I feel sure that we more than managed
to hold our own in every respect.
On our arrival at Dover we were very surprised to
find a large contingent of our relatives waiting for us.
Well to the fore were the wives of Cpl. Larkin and Cpl.
Jennings.
Then ensued 24 hectic hours, during which we were
very busy preparing for leave. Everything went off
smoothly, thanks to some hard work by the Advance
Party, the men and, especially the Band Storeman.
Owing to our period of service in unusual climates most
of the instruments were in need of repair and these were
quickly despatched to London.
Every member of the Band had a most enjoyable
month's leave, the only complaint in this socalled
' 'austerity. England'' being the weather.
On our return from leave we collected all our instru
ments, which we found to be in perfect condition ; the
Band President could hardly believe his eyes when, he
first saw them.
We are now just settling down in our new abode and
hope that there is a full and pleasant season ahead.
Very shortly we shall be due for our Kneller Hall
inspection so we are all busy "bashing" our scales, etc.,
much to the annpyance of the nearest company who
prefer to hear a good selection (something like "I Taut'
I Taw a Puddy Cat").
We have acquired ten new boys from the Group and,
these are now under the watchful eyes of L/Cpls.
Houghton and Bailey.
Once again, haying nothing more to report, I will dose
by wishing all Buffs Bandsmen, past and present, the
best of good luck in 1951.

Signal Platoon
Activities of the Platoon as a complete unit have been
nonexistent this, monthowing to the fact that the
majority of its members have been taking some well
deserved leave.
The flag has been kept flying—or more accurately,
communications have been maintained—by a few stal
warts, volunteers all, who have stayed behind in true
Signal spirit so that the others could take a long stretch
of furlough.
There was a short period of depression when it was
announced that those who had remained were to have
their leave cut by a week, but after a brief enquiry the
matter was cleared up to. everyone's satisfaction.
"Where are they, all the old familiar faces ?" is no
longer the cry, as large numbers of the Old Hands return
to the fold after months, nay years, of separation.
Among the R.S.I.'s, Cpls. Walker, Mannering, Hibburd
and Miller have returned to give us the benefit of their
learning.
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! Straight from their typewriters we welcome back
Ptes. Tuohy, Dunk, Morley, Ambrose and Martin.
Dunk and Ambrose, who took their posting more
philosophically, have recently been promoted Lance
Corporals ; well done, George and Andy. Incidentally
the rumour that Tuohy had to be brought back from
"A" Company under armed escort is entirely without
foundation,   *
.
The R.S.O., who gave us many an anxious moment
while under the spell of a BSA motorbike, has now
invested in a car with which we. are all proud to beo
associated. Again, the chatter within the Platoon which
says he's had a handsome offer from the Dover Museum
is completely false. Congratulations to him, by the way,
on his engagement.
Forward; then, to March and to the reinstitution of
Signal Training when we shall all reach for our notebooks,
shake out the desert sand from their pages, and get down
to some revised R.T. . Procedure and to anything «else
which may have changed since Reciassification last
April.
44A" Company
The month of January has passed quickly for most
members of the Company. During the first half the men
were either having their first leave in the U.K. for
several years or reminiscing about their experiences
around their old haunts at home. After their return to
Dover they appeared to be interested in but one thing ;
when they were to be granted another period of relax
ation, away from the eagle eye of C.S.M. White.
Although many thought that they had many days of
accumulated leave stored up and that it would just be a
matter of a week or two of duty before they were off
again for another 21 or even 28 days, they were hardly
prepared for the rude shock of being granted only 14 !
However, after exercising their right to have a good
moan, they decided that life could be worse and that
they might as well take what was going and hope for
more later ; in fact the old saying about "A bird in
hand" applied here most forcibly.
The remainder of the Company have been having an
orgy of issuing, receiving, taking over, handing over,
etc., of all the stores, weapons, bedding, buildings and
barracks, which may delight the hearts of the Quarter;
master's Staff, but which to us has been the bane of our
lives.
We have recently received back into the Company
several of our old friends who came home on Python
leave a few months before the Battalion. Amongst
them was Pte. Perry, who wrestles with the intricacies
of the men's pay and has the questionable pleasure of
breaking the news when the boys cannot draw as much
as they thought. At the same time we have received
a lot of new faces, all National Service Men, whose
Military Education we have to further ; at least we shall
only have ourselves to blame if we do not approve of
their standard of training at the end of the next six
weeks, when they should take their places alongside the
Regulars of the Company.
All ranks welcome Major J. F. May to the Company ;
we hope that he will come to prefer the life amongst us
poor mortals to that which he led amongst the long
haired, starryeyed Boffins who design and make the new
weapons and equipment which one day we hope to see
issued to the Army.
Our congratulations go this month to our repre
sentatives in the Battalion Football XI (Sgt. Partridge,
Cpl. Flanagan, Pte. Green) ; and to Pte. French for his
excellent performance in finishing 13th in the Home
Counties CrossCountry Championship, at Shormcliffe.
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Last but not least we are glad to know that the
pristine beauty of Captain Papworth, which became
somewhat damaged on board ship on coming into coil
tact with a chunk of leather, is not to be further altered
by the medical profession. Any alteration in his rugged
features would be regretted by all his friends.

44B"

Company

On our arrival in England in the middle of December
the main party of the Company proceeded on twenty
eight days' leave, with Christmas and the New Year
at home. From nine o'clock onwards on the. night of
their return a procession of wellfed, contented, though:
obviously not very fit soldiers were to be seen making
their way from Dover up to Old Park Barracks.
During the last three weeks we have had a succession
of visits from high ranking officers ; one of them, our
Divisional Commander, painted such a horrific picture
of our work during the next twelve months that there
has been a rush of volunteers for Korea, though not as
many as are in fact required, so we understand.
A fortnight ago the 1st Battalion Somerset Light
Infantry left Dover, so we moved across the camp to
their quarters, but as the two barracks, which are
identical, are only three hundred yards apart, we were
soon comfortably installed.

Some people are still feeling the cold, especially on
Wednesday and Saturday mornings on the square,
when the .wind seems to blow extra fiercely from the
Channel; perhaps the R.S.M. "lays this on" !
Our small draft of National Service men has now left
us to complete their continuation training, but we
expect to get some more men in March which should
swell our numbers a bit; on the 5th March, "B" Com
pany starts to run a six weeks course.
We would like to congratulate Cpl. Wagstaff on his
promotion, and also commiserate with the others who
are getting married in the near future !
We have heard from time to time of some of the
exmembers of the Company, one or two of whom are
in Korea ; we wish them all the best of luck, and_hbpe<
to have them back in the Company before very long."
Apart from leave within the U.K» we feel ourselves
distinguished in that we have a "DOMCOL"—better
known , in the Battalion as "Darkie Williams"—who
has gone to St, Helena. We trust he will be in our midst
again before long—though in the Army one learns to be;
prepared for all forms of surprises ! *
. 

44C"

Company

The last time the Company contributed notes for the
Dragon was in Khartoum shortly before our departure.;
The Company moved over to North Barracks for a couple
of nights so that their opposite numbers in the 1st
Battalion E. Lancashire Regiment could move straight,
into South Barracks ; this was after our day of departure
had been postponed. The Company was looked after;
extremely well and the North Barracks' staff were help
ful and cooperative to a degree. The weather was so
lovely when we left that there were quite a few who
regretted leaving and now, of course, a large number of
us are thinking wistfully of a hot sun and warm nights
and, above all, NO rain 1
^
/
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The journey from Khartoum to Port Sudan was largely
uneventful, but the first night was ominously cold and
there were a lot of blue noses in the queue for breakfast
at Atbara. We were not sorry to leave the sticky heat of
Pdrt Sudan behind and face a definitely cool headwind
most of the way to the Suez Canal. At Pott Said we lost
our eleven National Servicemen ; they were a firstrate
crowd and we hope they were sis sorry to leave us as we
were to see them go. We had a P.T. parade most
mornings during the trip to Tripoli via Tobtiik, and
C.S.M. Calloway apparently remembered past triumphs
as a P.T, Instructor and devised most exhausting,
complicated and spinewracking exercises. The morning
after leaving Tripoli, the Company had some rifle shoot
ing over the stern at balloons strung out astern and at
tins. Pte. Stone distinguished himself by hitting two
balloons during the morning; no mean feat either, for
the balloons bounced about in the breeze, on the end of a
length of thread, like things possessed.
At this stage iri the journey, 2/Lieut. West was seen to
be looking worried arid preoccupied ; it was discovered
that he was responsible for something like over 50
children for an hour and a half each morning and after
noon. He bribed a nuiriber of assistants, including Mrs.
Thorneycroft, who did sterling service. Was it C.S.M.
Calloway who suggested a_game in which the instructor
should have a store of pennies and should throw pennies
ovrboard "to see how many children followed suit" ?
At any rate, Southampton was reached with a full
complement.
It was too cold really to appreciate Southampton,
but it was nice to encounter really civil and friendly
Customs officials and railway staff. The train set off at a
disconcerting pace, almost frightening after the leisurely
progress of the Sudan Railways. On arrival at Dover,
we were greeted by 2/Lieut. Minto and Sgt. Ivory,
Cpl. Nobes and Ptes. Fenson, Nunnery and Stansbie.
The Advance Party administration went very smoothly
and everyone dispersed at midday the next day on a
month's leave and the prospect of Christmas and the New
Year before them. On 10th January the Company was
back looking paler and, in some cases, plumper than a
month previously. Pte. Cole was the only person in the
Company lucky, or brave; enough to get married, but
we gather that Pte. Tuckriott is following his example
during his 21 days' leave. At any rate, they both have
our . best wishes.
We spent the first few days in the West block, but have
since moved to the East. Most of the Compariy are on
leave again at the moment; but by 1st March we shall
have everyone back and will also have up to 30 National
Servicemen in the Compariy for six weeks' continuation
training.
We welcome Captain French as 2nd i/c, and 2/Lieut.
Gatehouse to the Company. Captain French is also
Messing Officer and we see little of him, but he is always
busy when we do and we gather he is more than fully
occupied. The advent of 2/Lieut. Gatehouse means the
reanimatiori of our third platoon (No. 8). Another
newcomer is 2/Lieut. Minto's bullterrier pup called,
for no apparent reason, "Red" and again, inexplicably,
renamed by most of those who see him "Rudolph".
Like his predecessor in :2/Lieut. Minto's affections,
"Puck" the monkey, "Red" has uncertain manners and
an unknown capacity for sleep, fqod and warmth.
People are saying that they can't decide whether 2/Lieut.
Minto bears a closer resemblance to his dog than his dog
to 2/Lieut. Minto.
In the sporting line our activities have been rather
limited. In Battalion Soccer, Ptes. Stansbie, Fuller,
Nicholls and Sgt. Middleton have represented the

Company and Battalion. Captain Thorneycroft and
2/Lieut. West have played in both the Battalion Rugger
matches and 2/Lieut. Minto and Cpl. Warrey played in
the second. We had a gruelling threemile run, a mile
downhill and then two miles uphill—or so it seemed.
2/Lieut. Gatehouse came in 7th and Pte. Stansbie 38th,
otherwise we were all very much "also rans". 2/Lieut.
Minto has been out beagling once or twice and we hope
we can get some other followers from the Company at a
later stage. It is a grand sport and great fun for anyone
who loves the country and some healthy exercise—and
there is no cap. 2/Lieut. Gatehouse is trying to get a
fencing salon going, but he has few supporters at the
moment.
This just about brings us uptodate and next month's
news will be confined to England, the cold weather, the
lack of coal, the 8d. meat ration and the training we hope
we shall do.

44S"

Company

Some two months have elapsed since the activities of
Support Company have appeared in print. Thus, the
reader might expect copious notes, but, alas ! one whole
month has been spent on leave, and these happenings
must, I fear, be left unprintable ! To enumerate all
those who have joined us once more would be too
lengthy, so, in brief, let us welcome all our new members,
particularly Lieut. Thomas, who joined us at Port Said.
Changes in the Company have been few, although
among the officers, Captain Iliffe has been succeeded by
Captain Barrett, the latter rejoining us from a course in
U.K. In passing, a word of tribute to our late Company
Commander, who left to join the Royal Sussex at Port
Suez. Captain Iliffe came in our infancy and did much
to foster and nurse the Company throughout its teething
stages, particularly the M.M.G. Platoon, for whom he
worked untiringly.
Being "mechanised", the Company is viewing with
great interest the rapid issue of our new equipment.
A/Tank Platoon is to have a radical change from 6pdr.
to 17pdr., the M.M.G. Platoon to have a WASP section,
and 3in. Mortars to expand to no less than six detach
ments.
Although not exactly in the midst of training, we have
laid a sound foundation, in having six N.C.O.'s at the
School of Infantry, namely Cpls. Bassett, Wardle,
Adams arid Smith, and Sgts. Richards and Brice.
Judging from their letters they are not having many
idle moments.
Cupid has not been slow, for Ptes. Bujakowski, Green
and Riley have all taken the bold step, and are now
wrapped in wedlock. Happiness and prosperity to you
all.
Being in close contact with the M.T., it was with
suspicion that we viewed the advent of motor car
buying that has siezed our officers. Even Lieut. Grugeon
details two men for a "job" and it is doubtful if it is
always cleaning ! Sgt. Cockerton has yet to use a carrier
in a recovery role, although the R.S.O.'s car gives ample
opportunity.
C.S.M. Faulkner is expected to inspect the Company
on his motor cycle any day, although if he uses the
foot brake as accelerator he will not get very far from
Herne Bay !
In conclusion, let us hope that next month the notes
will cover more space, for this period has been little more
than leave throughout.
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Beneath Bell Harry
HTHE New Year
* opened quietly and
seemingly
unevent
fully after the festivi
ties of Christmas, but
the apparent lull was
transient only, and the
month under review
saw the normal quota
of activities, albeit
routine and humdrum
ones.
Visits and inspec
tions by the Chief of
Staff, MajorGeneral
W. P. Oliver, and the
Deputy District Commander, Brigadier D. W.
Bannister (who carried out the Annual In
spection), quite apart from the many staff
officers interested in our accommodation and
training facilities, all contributed to the Depot
being seen in the light of a fairly healthy
military establishment instead of a ghostlike
shell. However, this last may soon never be
seen again, as the reactivation of Regimental
Depots now appears to be certain, and very
shortly these barracks may be teeming with
life after its enforced period of inactivity.

Sergeants' Mess
The first month of a New Year offers little scope for
writing any news of interest; and it seems as though one
gets that quiet period of normal routine, following the
Christmas and New Year festivities. Also with the 1st
Battalion at home we miss the intake of Holdees, a
factor which has helped us in the past, and one that will
make a great difference to us in the future. However,
who kqows what the future may hold. Time alone will
tell in these uncertain days. Meanwhile, we carry on
hoping for the day when these very pleasant barracks
once again become active with military bodies.
We are still a very small party in Mess, and our only
intake is C/Sgt. Gaskill, whom we welcome home from
Nigeria. He is here awaiting posting orders.
At the moment the Mess is being redecorated, but
thanks to Sgt. Shaw this causes little inconvenience.
The fortnightly whist drives are still running, and
although sickness and bad weather has decreased the
numbers, we anticipate getting back to normal very
shortly.
The Mess Dart League for the first quarter of the
year is now under way. R.S.M. Hurley has made a
flying start, having taken 3 points each from the two
favourites, Sgts. Shaw and Laker. However, keen
competition is expected for members to get their name
on the Dart Spoon, presented last year by Mr. Kennett.
We are all looking forward to warmer weather in
order to organise another W.O.s' and Sergeants' Ball,
and with the 1st Battalion so near it is hoped for a grand
reunion. Unfortunately, these functions are out of the
question during the cold period, as our ideal hall, the
Depot Gymnasium, cannot be heated under present
circumstances. So roll on the warmer weather, and with
it bigger and better functions.

Major Craig returned from leave in mid
January, but the bogs of Ireland had already
done their foul work and he quietly retired to
bed (before the Annual Inspection) as the
first victim to the 'flu epidemic.

The Mess was wellrepresented by hockey players in
the Minor Units Finals at Shorncliffe. R.Q.M.S. Wells,
O.R.Q.M.S. Kennard, C/Sgt. Day and Sgt. Jeffrey all
played, and although the victory went to the School of
Infantry, the Depot team put up a grand fight.
In closing, we send best wishes to Buffs everywhere.

Disease and postings attacked our hockey
and soccer sides in a most unsporting manner,
although the eleven required by the rules were
invariably found. We lost to the School of
Infantry, Hythe, in the finals of the Minor
Units Hockey Competition, 1950/51, and also
to th3 R.A.F., Sandwich, at soccer. The
prospect, however, of being able to choose our
team in the near future from twelve hundred
men (maybe) instead of twelve is a pleasing one.

Careers in Australia in the Australian Regular
Army and in Civilian Life—continued from p. 28

The Regimental Committee Meetings were
held on 20th January, and our visitors that day
included the Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier
E. Foster Hall, Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen,
Colonel D. J. Dean, Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe
and Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry.
We also had welcome visits from Major
H. R. Grace, Captain F. de R. Morgan, Captain
R. F. Crichton, Captain M. A. O'B. ffrench
Blake, Captain C. J. Griffin and Lieut. J. D.
Grugeon, all from the 1st Battalion.

There are at least 150,000 vacant jobs in Australia,
because of great industrial expansion and developmental
undertakings which are being pushed forward in
Australia. Wages are high, and British people are
showing their appreciation of the arrangement for
accommodation and employment in Australia, by a
steadily increasing number of applications for assisted
passages.
Servicemen at present serving with the U.K. Forces in
Britain or abroad may enquire further about civilian
settlement in Australia after their discharge, by letter or
through their relatives at home. They should indicate
their occupational experience and desired employment
in Australia, as well as the approximate date of their
discharge. Married men should enquire specifically about
the Commonwealth Nomination Scheme, which is the
plan under which married families with up to four
children can be taken under the assisted passages scheme.

36

THE

DRAGON

Wheeler

Children's Party, January 1951. "D" Company, Folkestone

4th Battalion
H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
T^HERE is very little to report
* this month as the majority
of members are still trying to
get over the effects of the Festive
Season. Apart from that, the
effects of the inclement weather
and the 'flu epidemic have made
themselves felt by the very low
attendances at Drill Nights.
Our worthy P.S.I, has been
tearing his hair out trying to
keep the flag flying and keep to
the training programme.
During the month we at
tempted to beat "D" Company
in the Miniature Range League,
but regret to say that we failed
in the attempt. We must plead
an excuse this time as we
couldn't field our best team.
We did, however, manage to tie on the dart board.
We welcome a new member this month, Pte. Smith,
M R., and wish him a long and happy stay with us,

"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate, Sandwich)
With the Annual Inspections and the Festive Season
behind us we are going ahead now with training in
readiness for Annual Camp. Unfortunately the attend
ances have npt been up to standard this moifth but the
weather and the 'flu has been against us.
Pte. Evans, one of our National Servicemen, has
signed on the dotted line as a volunteer, and we hope
that his stay with us will be long and happy.
We must apologise for such brief notes for January
there is Very little to write.

"B" Company (Whitstable and Herne Bay)
The highlight of the month for "B" Company is the
news that our Company Commander has become a
proud father. The entire Company sends its congratul
ations and best wishes to Major and Mrs. Thorne and to
young Simon. At the time of writing the timehonoured
custom of "Wetting the baby's head" is in progress.
The Company miniature rifle team has been very busy
this month, having had three matches, of which one was
won, one drawn and one lost.
The' Whitstable Detachment has lost two more of its
small band to the Regular Army. We therefore wish
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Children's Party, January, 1951.
Pte. Iddenden the best of luck in the Royal Signals,
and Pte. Barton the same in the Military Police.
At the moment our hardworking P.S.I, is detained in
hospital and we hope that he will soon be with us again.

44D"

Company (Folkestone)

Christmas really was Christmas for the men of "D"
Company this year—and for the children too. The
party was of course the highlight of the ten days, and
more than one small stomach went away rather distended
and uncertain, we suspect. But the greatest delight of
all for the children—greater even than the meal—was
the sight of Father Christmas, that homely and well
beloved character. On this occasion his curves and
appearance so adequately filled the part that, to borrow
Hollywood film jargon, he might aptly be called "the
Figure"—no names, no packdrill ! Our account of
Christmas would not be complete without a mention
of two aspects. First was The Buffs Club Children's
Party, to which our members were granted an open
door, and the second point was the Canteen. On the
second aspect we have to thank the unsparing efforts
of Cpl. Longhurst, with the able assistance of Cpl.
Peirce, who made, as someone was heard to remark, the
Canteen looked like a London Store. Members found
the service most efficient and it was noticed that one

44D"

Company, Folkestone.

officer was laying in a large stock of Christmas puddings.
We wonder why ?
Training—tactical, and military law lectures, when
our rifles were away, .22 shooting drill and bayonet
training have helped to keep us warm on these cold
evenings. Note must be made of a splendid victory won
at shooting against those doughty warriors—H.Q.
Company. Of course, the issue was never in doubt.
(We wonder what reply the next edition will bring ?)
On the 25th we had the pleasant honour of a visit
from our new Commanding Officer. Changing of C.O.'s
is always a melancholy event, and the Company is torn
between regret at Colonel Oliver's departure and
pleasure of Colonel Jelf's arrival. In this case the
latter is the greater, for Colonel Oliver will still be close
at hand.
44S"

Company (Ashford and Cranbrook)

Attendance this month has not been so good as usual
owing to the fact that so many members of the Company
have been suffering from the 'flu. We hope that they will
all soon be fit again so that we can keep up the good
attendances we had in 1950.
We welcome two new members this month at Ashford.
Pte. Dowle, who h^s had his National Service deferred,
and Pte. Prior, who served in the 2nd Battalion during.

Continued on p. vi.
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Life Members. ..
JANUARY 1ST.—31ST, 1951
.
Sittingbourne'Branch.— Duply, G (Jnr.)."* .  f
Sandwich Branch .—Willows, J.R., Lt.Col.. _

 Annual Members
JANUARY 1ST—31ST, 195T

Weald Branch.—Weeks, F., Colven, A.
u
Sittingbourne Branch.—Smith') H. G., Ellis, G. D. S.,
Deacon, C.; Pettett, E.
"Ramsgate Branch.—East op, W. J., Evans, S.
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fqnd and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
January, 1951 are :—

G
:"£ s. A,

Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
... , 2U .9 0
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...  ... ! 75 6"; a
Past and Present Association
.V.

/GG

\

DONATION:

Major G. A. E. Chapman. ...

* :

...

...

£L 5 0:

The, Buffs War Memorial Fundt 1939^45

"V

Mf. Wi H. Amos. /
"XJ.S.A." (1 dollar)"

>

.r

v

 '/

 ...
...

Total'to date ...

...
...
£3,264

<h.

I2t 0
7t 0

0 0

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch washeldon
Saturday, 20th January, at the "Prince Alfred"
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, S.W.I
with Mr. E. W. Tong in the Chair.
We were pleased; to have with us Brigadier
Foster Hall and VicePresident Colonel C. E.
Vaughan;
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes
of the last meeting which had been held on
18th November; these were confirmed and
signed.. There had been no monthly meeting
on 16th December, the evening having been
dpvoted,to social activities.
Before reading the correspondence the
Secretary said that on 16th December those
present had been asked by the Chairman to
stand in silence for one minute in memory of
the late R.S.M. W. Clarke, who had recently
passed away.
The Secretary read the correspondence which
was accepted. Major Enright rose and said he
had received a letter from Mr. Johnson of the
Ramsgate Branch in which he wished to be
remembered to old friends.

The Chairman toldr us we5 had: been invited
by Major H. Milton of the Brighton Branch to
pay him a visit at his home sometime in May.
Saturday the 12th was agreed on as being near
Albuhera Day.
ANNUAL. DINNER AND BALL.—The Assistant
Secretary gave.details of the arrangements and
said tickets, were priced at 13/6. Drinks would
be at Public Bar prices.
. :
It was proposed by Mr; F. rO'Dell and
seconded by Colonel Vaughan that the Cprfl?
manding Officer, the R.S.M., the Quarter
master^ one Sergeant and one Private of the
1st: Battalion be invited to attend as' guests of
the. Branch. The proposition ,%as carried. *
BUN: PENNY COLLECTION.—The collection
!
realised ^1. * .
,
.W

The Chairman welcomed Brigadier Foster
Hall, who had called in on his Way from the
meeting at; Canterbury, and Captain H. W.
Pitkin* who was on. leave from Klagenlflrt,
Austria. Captain Pitkin Said it wa$:jWo|ffid a
half years, since he had attended a rrleeiing,
he had been, on leave several times/since then
but not on the third Saturday.^ He gave us
news of Major McGrath, Captain Delveg,
C.Q.M.S. Blythe and Cpl. Phiffips, whom he
had met in Germany and Austria. He said ft
was near Klagenfurt that the 5th Battalion
had been disbanded. The Chairman said ilSj^Es
nice to hear of his travels and he was sorry
there were so few of our regular members
present, many were away with the prevailing
'flu and colds.
Brigadier Foster Hall, who had attended the
A.G.M. at Canterbury, came in dfiring the
evening. He said he had met the Commanding
Officer of the 1st Battalion and hoped that any
one who might be in Dover at any time would
pay them a visit. He gave us news of several
of the Officers and also brought kind regards
from Colonel J. V. R, Jackson, whom he had
met that day.
The Chairman in reply said it was nice to see
a senior officer at our Branch meeting.
Our President, Major J. E. Enright, rose and
said we should reintroduce the custom of
giving yearly a gold medal to the best athlete
in the Battalion serving at home asSi?i did to
the 2nd Battalion before the late warT Colonel
Vaughan said he had in his possession a copy
of the rules of the Competition which he would
pass on to the Secretary to copy but would
like them returned.
Sgt. L. Crowe said that whilst at Winter
bourne Gunner he had been promoted .to
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Sergeant Instructor and that whilst there
Colonel Foster Hall had noticed he was a Buff
and had spoken to him.
. Major Enright, Captain Pitkin and Sgt.
Crowe each gave their views about the Branch
News Sheet and asked for mpre information* in
each issue, of the doings of members. The
Secretary in reply said it should not compete
with The Dragon newspaper. After further
discussion the Chairman instructed the Sec
retary to put the subject on the agenda for the
next Committee Meeting.
Mr. W. Ricketts said Messrs. Drapers Coaches
had thanked us for past favours and hoped to
be notified early in the year should we need
their services. The Chairman replied we had
been very comfortable last year and no doubt
we would give them another order for August.
Mr. R. Billings rose and said he would like
to thank Mr. Collins for the excellent hamper
he had won at Christmas in the Draw.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
E.C.W;G.
LADIES' GUILD

A Meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, on Saturday, February 3rd. Owing
to the indisposition of Mrs. Spinner, Mrs.
Coley, ViceGhairman, was in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes for the month of
January were read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
frOffi Major Peareth, Mrs. Evans and Miss
Lhmb, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. King,
Ashford Branch, Sittingbourne Branch Ladies'
Guild, Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Cobb,
Mrs. Austin.
REGRETS.—Regretting inability to attend,
Mrs. and Miss Enright, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs.
Buxton, Mrs.1 Harman, Mrs. Billings.
WELCOME.—A welcome was given to Mrs.
Coffins, and Mrs. Cousens* on their return after
illness. .
SICK.—Mrs. Coley gave us favourable news
regarding Mrs* Austen, although progress is
slow; she is now out of danger; our grateful
thanks to Mrs; Odell for her careful nursing*
Although Mrs. Spinner came along to the
meeting she wasn't well enough to take part.
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery were
conveyed by the ViceChairman,
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OBITUARY.—Our deep and sincere sympathy
to Mrs. Cobb on the death of her mother.
OUTING.—Details were announced regarding
the outing to Ramsgate on May 13th.
BINNER.—Members were again reminded to
book in for the Guild Dinner on September
29th, 1951.
Our best wishes to all sick members.
RAFFLES.—/Raffles were given by Mrs. Tong,
Mrs. Watts, Miss Evans and Mfs. HaWkiUS ;
our grateful thanks.
This being all, the meeting closed* after
which the ladies played the men at darts, at
which we were beaten by two games.

Dover Branch
The monthly meeting of the Dover Branch
was held on Thursday, 1st February, 1951, at
the Eagle Hotel.
Before the meeting began the ViceChairtnan
told the meeting of the loss of Mrs. Rosis, Mr.
Ross being a very old member of the JBrafiblt
At the funeral of Mrs. RosS on the previous
Wednesday, Mr. Mills" and Mr. Holloway were
present; the Branch also provided a very nice
wreath.
The Minutes were read and confirmed* also
correspondence.
Apologies Were received from the Chairman
(Major Jackson), Major Hart and Captaift
Knowles for their absence.
Mr. Deal and Mr. White were present at the
A.G.M. at Canterbury, and a report was given
by Mr. White. Among the items mentiofted by
him was that the Fishing Competition Was
being held this year at Dover.
Lieut.Colonel Sherwood paid one of his
rare visits, his work does not allow him
attend very regularly; also present was Sgt.
Gardiner. The Branch wad pleased to welcome
them both.
The attendance of 17 members was not up
to standard but here fit Dover we fiaVe a lot
of sickness just now, also our members are shift
workers.
Bo fc Collection Was 10/3 for Branch fimds.
The evening was terminated by our usual
dart fiends keeping their eye in.
A Dance by the Branch has been suggested/
but more news later,
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Medway Branch

The monthly meeting was held at the T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, on Thursday, 7th
December, Mrs. Crookenden in the Chair.
Minutes of our last meeting were read and
confirmed.
Correspondence was read.
It was proposed by Mrs. Collins that a letter
of syiflpathy be sent to Mrs. Basant on the
loss of her husband.
We were all sorry to hear that Mrs. Basant
was very ill. We wish her a speedy recovery.
There being no more business a very amusing
time was spent by the ladies in telling of
embarrassing moments ; in fact one lady
declared she saw pink elephants. She had
only tea for her refreshments (?).
There were two raffles afterwards which
were won by Mrs. Willing and Mrs. Smallwood.
The ladies wish to thank the Dover Branch
for their kind invitation to their meeting to
meet the Herne Bay Branch and again on the
20th to their Christmas Party.

LADIES' GUILD

!

:

Our meeting was held at the T.A. Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, on Thursday, 1st February.
This meeting was really our Christmas Meeting
as since our November Meeting we have had a
large amount of our members on the sick list.
We are very pleased to welcome them back
again fit and well.
We thank Mrs. Perry and the ladies of the
1st Battalion for coming along and sincerely
hope they will accept our invitation and come
along to as many of our meetings as they
possibly can. How pleased we were to see so
many young ladies present. Keep it up, young
folks.
The time went far too quickly. With so
much talking to do between refreshments the
games programme could not be completed.
We thank the members for bringing along
the cakes and sandwiches, , also Mrs. Stevens
for the Christmas Cake. How did she get it to
Dover from Broadstairs, was it on the back of
her son's bike ? Keep it up, the "old 'uns".
May we remind our .members that the next
meeting is our General Meeting and Election of
Officers for the ensuing year. So roll up in
numbers.

The Annual General Meeting, held oh
January 23rd, was well attended. Mrs. King
Holt was in the Chair.
Mrs. Sellens read the report for the past
year's work ; Mrs. Rowlands gave the account
of our finances, which was very good.
Mrs. Holt then asked if they all agreed to the
minutes being passed. Mrs. Finch proposed
and Mrs. Valpy seconded this.
The reelection of officers then, took place.
Mrs. King Holt goes back as Chairman for the
fifteenth year; Mrs. Barton, ViceChairman;
Mrs. Rowlands, Treasurer, enters her twelfth
year; Mrs. Sellens, Hon. Secretary, her
sixteenth year; Committee en bloc with one
extra, Mrs. Morgan.
Mrs. Sellens proposed a vote of thanks to all
present for the support they gave to the
Branch.
Three new members were enrolled and
welcomed by Mrs. Holt.
Names were taken for our Annual Supper at
the Central Hotel on February 13th, at 6.30 p.m.
Business being over, whist was enjoyed, with
Mrs. Valpy as M.C. Mrs. Watkin presented the
prizes.
After a most enjoyable afternoon tea was
served and the meeting closed.
Sittingbourne Branch
Annual General Meeting, held at Drill Hall,
East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday, 2nd
February, 1951.
Colonel D. J. Dean was in the Chair.
Apologies were received from Major J. E.
Wills for his absence and likewise Colonel
G. E. Stevens, who was away on holiday.
The meeting started when Major A. J.
Peareth arrived. He was given a hearty
welcome. About 24 members were present.
Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting
were read and signed as correct.
The accounts (No. 1, The Branch, and No. 2,
The Club) were read and found to be very
satisfactory and were passed around for
inspection and approval.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—Colonel D. J.
Dean was again elected Chairman; Major
J. E. Wills as ViceChairman. Mr. G. Henber
made the proposition that we should have two
ViceChairmen. It was put to the meeting and
Mr. W. Mount was elected ViceChairman
No. 2.
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Ramsgate Branch
Secretary, the hardest job of all which nobody
wants ! ^ Proposed by Mr. Mount and seconded
The Annual General Meeting of the Ramsgate
By Mr. MackayGow and carried unanimously ' Branch of the Past and Present Association,
that W. Sinclair carry on. This he agreed to do. The Buffs, was held on Friday, 19th January,
Treasurer. The Chairman had previously 1951, at the "Freemasons' Tavern", High
read a letter from Colonel Stevens offering the Street, Ramsgate.
evacuation ' of his post. ' It was proposed by
The Chairman, Mr. C. F. Fakley, presided,
Mr. E. Croucher that Major Wills be asked to supported by Capt. R. J. S. Morgan, Treasurer,
take the post. This was seconded by Mr. E. Capt. K. F. Speakman, Major H. D. Rose and
Spicb arid carried. Failing this it was proposed Mr. B. E. Knott, Secretary.

by Mf. Mouht that Mr. Croucher fill the post;
The Chairman said he was pleased to Welcome
this was'seConded and carried unanimously.
both new and old members. The attendance
» Committee are Mr. E. Croucher, Mr. L.
Coward, Mr. E. Spice, Mr. j. Frost, Mr. J. was not as good as it should be owing to the
influenza epidemic being prevalent Amongst
MackayGow and our Bob, Mr. Russell.
their members. Major A. J. Taylor, Major
THL ANNUAL DINNER.—Chairman gave some
Martin, Captain H, H, Knight, Messrs. F.
details about the Dinner and it was proposed
Hammon, A. Curtis, W. Chapman, J. Elson,
by Mr; MackayGow and seconded and carried S.
and A. B. Impett and several others
unanimously that the arrangements made by hadBing
written
their apologies for absence. They
the Committee stand.
wished Mr. E. H. Swen dell, wRo was;in
YMajor A. J. Peareth then addressed the. also
Margate Hospital, a speedy recovery; ,
meeting, giving some details of the working of
Mr. Fakley expressed the Branch's deepest
the Association and he said he hoped the old
Buffs would get the younger Buffs to come sympathy to the wives and relatives of L/Cpl.
J. R. Wylie and E, Williams, the former having
aldhg and join the Association.
died of wounds received in Korea and the
latter after an operation. Both were valued
Minutes of the 185th Monthly Meeting, held
members of the Ramsgate Branch. Mr. Fakley
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
afeked for two minutes' silence as a token of
Friday evening, February 2nd, 1951.
respect to their two late comrades.
Colonel D. J. Dean presided, supported by
The Chairman commented that the past
the Secretary and Major A. J. Peareth (the
year had been a successful one for the Branch
General Secretary).
Apologies were received from Major J. E. and progress had been satisfactory and he
looked forward to another successful year.
Wills and Col. G. E. Stevens for absence.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
The balance sheet was presented by the
confirmed.
Secretary, who disclosed that the Branch
There was no correspondence and there was finances were in a sound condition.
no other business to be done. The Chairman
The Officers for the ensuing year were
thanked the members for turning up.
Booby was won by Mr. Jack Scott and given elected as follows : President, Major A. J. H.
by Darky Rains, making 12/6. The meeting Taylor; VicePresident, Mr. E. H. Sweiidell;
Chairman, Mr. C. F. Fakley; VieeChairman,
then closed at 8.59 p.m. and that was the first
time that all Buffs were called to the Bar Captain H. H. Knight ; Secretary, Mr. B. E.
Knott; Assistant Secretary, Mr. H Cook;
(Club).
Treasurer, Captain R. J. S. Morgan, .*LC.;
Auditors, G. Sampson and T. H. Miller. General
BUFFS REUNION.—Members of the Past and
Messrs. B. Kemp, F. Foad, J.
Present Buffs Association, Sittingbourne, in Committee:
Johnson and L. H. Miles. Social Committee:
vited members Of the ladies' guild of the Chairman, W. Costin; Messrs, J. Joynson,
Association to games and a dance at the Drill E. Castle, S. G. Taylor and F. Rogers, M.M.
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on Wednesday,
Following his reelection Mr. Fakley declared
January 17th, 1951. Among the many old
Buffs present were Sammy Freeman and Jimmy that he was honoured to be Chairman of the
Davis. Music was provided by Mr. Rains and Branch and he wished to thank all outgoing
his band, and the M.C. was Councillor W. H. Officers and to welcome the new. Other
Mount. During the interval the ladies were Branches had often asked him the reason of
waited on by the. menfolk, who served the Ramsgate's success and why the Branch was
eatables, coffee arid tea. Games and dancing so successful, this could be easily explained,
said Mr. Fakley, by the fact that
until 10.30 D.m.
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Ramsgate Branch Annual Dinner, January 27th, 1951

possessed a fine spirit of comradeship. No
Buff who was genuinely distressed was left
wanting as far as the Association was concerned.
They were fortunate in having keen Officers
and members of the Committee. They all knew
the interest the President took in the Branch
and they had a live wire in their Secretary,
Mr. B. Knott.
New members enrolled were Messrs. S. Evans
and W. Eastop.
A very successful meeting was brought to a
close by refreshments served by Host Dick
Atkins.
Signal honour for members of Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, at their fourth
annual dinner at San Clu Hotel, on Saturday, January
27th was a visit from Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, Officer
Commanding the 1st Battalion, The Buffs—only Regular
Battalion of the Regiment.
After'many years' service overseas, the 1st Battalion
have recently returned to England and are at present
stationed at Old Park Barracks, Dover;.

Nearly 80 members of the Branch, their ladies and
guests spent a most enjoyable evening. The current
wave of illness, only, kept away many stalwarts to whom
the annual dinner is one of the most important dates
of the year.
After "The King", the company observed the "Silent
Toast", proposed by the Vicar of Ramsgate (the Rev. G.
Bennett), who is also Branch Chaplain.
The health of "The Regiment" was briefly proposed
by the Branch President, Major A. J. H. Taylor, who
expressed great pleasure at having with them personally
Lt.Col. Parry. He also welcomed the return of the
1st Battalion, and said how pleased they were to have
them "on their own doorstep".
*
Major Taylor congratulated the dinner committee of
the Branch and said he thought they had done very
well indeed with illness as bad as it had been.
Interesting reminiscences of his long association with
the battalion were given by Major H. J. Martin, M.B.E.,
who tendered the health of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs.
Major Martin said that during his service he served for
24 years with the 1st Battalion, 20 of them between the
two world wars, during ten of which he was Regimental
SergeantMajor and ten years Quartermaster.
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After referring to the distinguished record, of the
Regiment going back some 400 years, Major Martin
detailed his own experiences from the time he first made
the acquaintance, of the 1st Battalion in Dover in 1907
until he left f|ieni in Palestine. "Wherever they have
been", he said, "there is nobody who will dispute the
fact that the 1st Battalion is second to none".
Major Martin concluded by declaring that wherever
they went, the 1st Battalion would continue to keep
up the very fine record which they had held for many
years past.
Responding,^ Lt.Col. Parry expressed the pleasure
of the battalioii at being back in England and in their own
county of Kent and said he realised his responsibility as
Commanding Officer to see that the reputation, which
men/ like Major Martin had done so much to achieve,
was always maintained. He did not know how long the
battalion would be in Dover but he hoped it would be
some little time.
Speaking of the present "group" system in the Army,
Col. Parry said that seven different regiments were
represented in the 1st Battalion today. "There is
nothing wrong with the army of today", he assured the
branch. "It has changed a lot and we older soldiers take
a long time to get used to changes, but changes happen
very suddenly and we have to adjust our minds to them."
Personal feelings had to be put on one side, continued
Col. Parry. He did not like the group system but it was
necessary.
Stating that there were a lot of youngsters in the
Army at the present time, Col. Parry assured his audience
that their hearts were in the right place if they were
properly led. Proof of that could be found in the achieve
ments of the two British brigades in Korea—"the finest
troops fighting out there now".
Declaring that they had done their best in Dover to
maintain the very high standard which The Buffs had
always set in Kent, Col. Parry made a plea to members
of the Past and .Present Association. The present day
young soldiers were very impressionable and very young
and they had an awful lot to learn, he said. The past
could do a tremendous amount for the present and he
urged members of the branch to talk to the youngsters
about the things which the Association stood for, to
tell. them that it could not only provide them with a
great deal of pleasure and fun but could do a tremendous
amount of good. If the members did that he was sure
the youngsters would come back to the regiment and
join up.
In conclusion, Col. Parry extended a warm welcome
to any members of the branch to visit the 1st Battalion
at any time.

Margate Branch
The February Branch Meeting was held at
the Drill Hall, Hawley Square, on Wednesday
the 7th, Mr. Maxted in the Chair (in the absence
of Mr. Harman, who is unfortunately sick),
supported by the Secretary, Treasurer, six
members of the Committee, and a few Branch
Members.
Minutes of the A.G.M. held on 3rd January
were read, confirmed and signed. Matters
arising therefrom were discussed, and the
Secretary reported that he had completed

is

arrangements for the removal of the billiards
table from Ramsgate, and that it was now
safely in store in Margate, pending such time
as we are able to take it into use.
, , ...
The Plaque to which reference has been ihade
in former notes, has now been received arid is a
magnificent example of the metal worker's
cr^/^tl.'the signwriter's art. It is hoped to
arrange a social evening at whicR it wili be
formally unveiled, but arrangements ate .being
left to the Entertainments Committee, and
details will be notified by them later.,
The Annual Statement of Accounts for i960*
which was not prepared in time^for the AvGvM«i
was presented and led to a slight bteeZe, dtie
to the inclusion in the report of the state of the
"Welcome Home" Fund of two minor items
which it was considered should have been
included elsewhere. A meticifiodsly pedantic
precisian would doubtless jeer at fhe efforts tif
our luckless auditors, but, while not^befog
members of the IncorporatedSdcjety/ Of
Accountants, they could say, with
"Well, I'm doing my best!".
: t —
However, subject to this slightjam^^
the Statement was passed.
.
.t~Y.
The Rifle Club, formed only on 3rd January*
is going "great guns", if such an expression
can be used about small bore shooting. Already
a match has been fired against the R.N.QfeC*A;/
who were defeated by 54 points. The MontMy
Club Shoot for January was won by Mr;
Sander with 88 points.
^
Certificates have been received for the
News of the World, Daily Mail, DailyTelegraph
and "Bell Medal" Competitions.
Major Jarman will be pleased to arrange
Postal Shoots with any Club affiliated with the
N.S.B.R.A. if they will communicate with hifiS.
'Phone, Margate 2947.
;Y
Herne Bay Branch ,
We regret the absence of notes in the
December issue.
Mr. Trice and Mr. Davey represented bur
Branch at the Annual General Meeting.
The weather has been most unkind fo "a
large number of memberswho in one way and
another have been suffering
'flu including our Secretary.
We are pleased to report that Mr. Sheppard
has cleared himself of family duties now that
they have rid themselves of rihe 'flu and Chieken
Pox.
.
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Our Annual Meeting will be held at May
Lodge on March 12th, when we hope to have
a record attendance, since we started as a
Branch, and it is hoped that all our regulars
can bring along a recruit to swell our numbers.
On* Secretary reported that whilst attending
the Annual General Meeting he saw a painting
of the Regimental Colours in the NAAFI
Building by Cpl. Standing; this was very
interesting to him as he actually saw the
painting being done in Aden.
Our Secretary also received a letter from
Captain Rowcliffe, who is in Saudi Arabia, and
he wished to be remembered to all who served
with him in Bordon, etc.
Folkestone Branch
We were very pieased to have our President,
Colonel Wilson, with us at our meeting on
Tuesday, February 6th. Our Chairman, Major
West, suitably voiced our pleasure, and the
good number of members present showed how
heartily they agreed with him. Colonel Wilson
said he was delighted to be there as it was so
much like old times. We had several apologies
for nonattendance. Mr. Mercer was working
overtime. By the way, he has had to stay at
home owing to sickness, so it's good to know
he is well enough to work late. Mr. Hawkes is
still getting his orders from the M.O. but is
much better than of late. The warmer weather
will come* Fred, then we'll be seeing you in
the evenings. Mr. Gosby tells me his ankle is
better "thank you very much". He agrees
with me they can be the very devil.
Where is Alfred these days ?
Major West gave us a very complete report
on his arrangements for the Dinner and Dance.
He is a past master at that job. We are to be
honoured by having the 1st Battalion Dance
Band. Need I say how much we appreciate
this. Oh 1 I haven't said yet when all this is
taking place. It's Thursday, March 8th, at the
East Cliff Pavilion ; so roll up all you members
and enjoy a real do.
I have had handed to me a Service Medal
and a Battalion running medal which were
picked up near the Drill Hall. The Medal is
inscribed 6284445 Pte. R. Walsh, The Buffs,
Arid is Iridia General Service with Burma
193032 Clasp. Apply W. Brunger, 22 Hawkins
Road, Folkestone.
7

Faversham Branch
Our meeting was held on Tuesday, 6th
February.

Capt. Green, our new Chairman, is interested
in the Branch and we do hope that he will
continue to be so.
We are having our annual outing this year
on 9th June. We hope to go to Brighton.
Our next meeting will be held at the
Carpenters Arms, Eastling, on Monday, 5th
March.
Brighton Branch
4
In spite of small pox scares and influenza
we had a good meeting in January and a very
successful Annual Dinner at the Seven Stars
Hotel on Saturday, 13th January. Visitors
from London Branch included Messrs. Gould
arid Martin and we hoped they and everyone
else enjoyed themselves in spite of the very
raw weather. Mr. Collins was prevented by
sickness from attending but we hope he'll
come down to the Albuhera Cider Party we are
thinking of holding in May—actual date will
be announced later. Several of our members
have been on the sick list as well as some of
(their wives.
We hope all have recovered,
especially Mrs. Jimmy Dray, who was more
seriously ill than the others, we think.
Our sympathy goes out to "Girlie", daughter
of the late Thos. Cook, on the death of her
mother. As she hves in out area we considered
her almost as a member.

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

Lt.Col. M. P. D. Dewar, M.B.E., on completion of
period of service in command remains on full pay
(supernumerary), 26th January, 1951.
Major G. E. F. Oliver, D.S.O., to be Lieut.Colonel,
26th January, 1951.
Captains to be Majors, 27th January, 1951 : A. E.
Majendie, J. P. Lucas, N. F. H. C. Norris.
Lt. D. A. Willows to be Captain, 14th January, 1951.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

Captain A. J. Hannan relinquies his commission on
completion of service, 1st January, 1951, and retains
the rank of Captain.
Lt. W. B. Barlow from Emergency Commission to be
Lt., 6th November, 1950 with seniority 5th January,
1947.'
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

Cadet J. D. de Pury to be 2/Lt., 21st October, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Lt. B. C. Lawrence from Emergency Commission to
be Lt., 31st November, 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., relinquishes his appoint
ment as Hon. Colonel of a T.A. Unit, tenure expired,
4 t h D e c e m b e r , 1950.
i ,
.: /YV''
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. he Canteen illustrated is representative of the
gradually improving stock of Spoons, Forks and
Cutlery, both plain and fancy patterns, now displayed
in the Company's Showrooms. A visit of inspection
is invited.
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Correspondence
Hill Rise Bungalow,
Sungel Siput, Perak,
4th January, 1951.
The Editor, "The Dragon", Canterbury.
Sir,
It is a long time ago since I last wrote you, 16th of
April, 1948 to be exact.
Those who remember Harry Dibble, of 1910 days, will
be glad to hear that he is still going strong.
My former request to be put in touch with certain old
friends resulted in my hearing from Joe Enright, Jimmy
Dray and Percy Stroud. I accused the latter of being a
scrounger for having served for 47 years in the Regiment.
This news reached me via the B.B.C.
I am grieved to hear of the death of that great Buff
Ernie Carter. He had a wonderful record, and I believe
took part in every Regimental pageant held during his
time, including the opening of the Commonwealth of
Australia in 1900.
I am also grieved to hear of the passing of Capt. Barker
in South Africa. Those who were in Singapore will recall
how he commanded a manoeuvre invasion of Singapore
in 1911. I was one of the invading party under his
command. We went to sea and landed near Brooklands
after dusk. The manoeuvre was a complete success.
We won.
The sequel to this was that the Japs landed at the
very same spot in 1942. Their manoeuvre was also a
great success. I was then on the defending side, but had
no luck.
Things are warming up round our way, but we are
still smiling.
Best of luck to all Buffs, past and present.
Yours faithfully,
E. T. TREVOR (late Sgt.) 6394,
"D" Coy., 2nd Battalion.
Bth February, 1951.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
In view of the extremely complimentary letter from
Brigadier Boucher, published in the January issue, and
also in view of all the kind remarks that have been made
to me, since our return, about the battalion's Dragon
notes, may I beg an inch or two of your valuable space ?
If, for one reason or another, the writeup of thej
battalion's news month by month has given pleasure to
readers then indeed are the efforts of all the various
contributors more than amply rewarded. Our object
has always been to keep members and exmembers of
the Regiment—no matter in what battalion they may
serve or have served—as closely in touch as possible
with the activities of our one Regular Battalion. That is
still our aim and will, I hope, always remain so.
Encouragement and appreciation of our efforts, such
as I have received during recent weeks, are themselves
much appreciated and make us feel that in a humble way
we are doing something worth while ; they are also an
excellent spur to further efforts. On behalf of all my
fellowcontributors in the battalion, therefore, I would
like to express my and their thanks to all those who have
been kind enough to express their feelings on this matter.
Yours faithfully,
H. R. GRACE, Major,
Sub Editor, 1st Bn.

4th Battalion, "S" Company—continued from page 87
the war and in the R.A.F. since. He has had experience
with carriers and so should prove a valuable asset to
the Company. At Cranbrook, Pte. Burbidge has now
changed his National Service for that of a volunteer.
Oh" the 19th we had a Social at Ashford. This was a
great success and there were about 120 guests. We
would like to thank the Committee, especially Cpl.
Wraight, who put in so much hard work to make the
show a success. Also our sincere thanks to our WRAC
friends who laid on such an excellent buffet.
Finally we welcome Captain P. N. P. Plunkett, who
has recently joined the Company. We wish him a long
and happy stay with us.

It is always worth a visit to
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How to get "The Dragon"
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through

the post each month, the grates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

OVER i CENTURY CATERING
FOR CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
Since we opened after the first world war, we have
seen the change
From large families and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints,
But we make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week and give you the joint of
your choice for Sunday.

BUTCHER AND POULTERER
Your share
of our
delicous
nome made
Sausage

F. R. Beaney
(EXBUFF)

22a MILITARY ROAD
23 BUS PASSES THE DOOR

Really
Extensive
Refrigeration
Tel. 2827

Talaphone 2107
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MILITARY PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE

BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS  PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL
ESTIMATES GIVEN

16 Orange Street

CANTERBURY
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CANTERBURY
Phone 3637

DEVELOPING AND PRINTING
Artists

Materials

PICTURE FRAMING

Civil S Military Tailors
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE

2566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES"

WARRENS (Canterbury) Ltd.,
14/16 Sun Street, CANTERBURY

VYE&SWK
THE KENTISH GROCERS
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Usually these are the FIRST signs of a cold.
Don't hesitate when you feel them coming on
—take action straightaway by taking two
'ASPRO' tablets.

ACTSm
TO

WISE

PRO

GUYS

at otcce
THAT
D/SP£l
COLD

PRIZE

'ASPRO' is an antipyretic (or fever
reducer). It clears away uncomfortable,
shivery feelings and reduces the tempera
ture.

NESTLE'S

The distressing aches which often accom
pany a cold fade away under the analgesic,
or painrelieving, influence of 'ASPRO'.
Take a further two tablets with a
hot drink at bedtime and you will
get a good night's sleep which, in
itself, helps to disperse the cold.

FROM N.A.A.F.
CANTEENS AND
CHEMISTS
EVERYWHERE

While you sleep 'ASPRO' pro
_ motes skinaction : we ail exude
a slight moisture through the pores
of the skin and 'ASPRO" increases
this, it's a fact that suppression
£ ASPRO'
won't beat colds but
„ TABLETS &
'ASPRO' will.
A
MOT
DRINK
r

Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Sioufh, Bucks

By Appointment
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J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

Wine Merchants

Established 1799

To His Majesty the King

LONDON

Wine Merchants

27 CLEMENTS

LANE,

E.C.4

Telephone: MANilon House. 5301 (2 lines) « 7097

FOLKESTONE
134 SANDGATE

ROAD

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: 6301

Price List on application.

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN

BY

GIBBS AND SONS, ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY.
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
the mayfair tailor

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)

AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions.
::
::
::
::
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits
::
::
::
::
All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
::
::
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
::
::
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones :
Mayfair 0945—Gamberley 498

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may be obtained from the Administrative
Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Half bound in leather 

£1 10s.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  £1 0s. 9d. Post free

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL
Revised edition 

2/6 Post free

" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/2 Post free

Telegrams :
"Militaila Wesdo, London*
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764,

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEAREIH

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4$h Bn., The Buffs
3. ASHFORD
4. LONDON

Secretary
Chairman
R.S.M.
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
R.S.M.
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.) Mr. E. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. E. Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
Mr. E. W. Tong
London, W.C.2

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturdav in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. IS. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Mr. E. Maxwell, 7Stone Street, Cranbrook,
Kent
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester,
7.30 p.m.
First
Friday
in
each
month,
Drill
Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F, Fakley
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Mr. R. H. Harman
Harlev Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Mr. L. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road, Last Wednesday in each month, British
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
Mr. L. F. Parratt
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane, First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. W. Stanard
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Major A. A. West
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
Mr. H. Taylor
8 p.m.
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
First Tuesday in each month, Royal
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham
Cept. J. Green
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, R.N.O.C.
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Capt. R. J, Robertson
Club.
191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
Brighton
7.30 p.m.
7th Day in each month, Keglebanens
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. S. E« Frederiksen, St. Hansgade,
Selskabslokaler Bernstorffsgade 7, Copen
4 Kobenhavn, N. Denmark
hagen, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. F. C. Cox

8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
IS. HERNE BAY
14. FOLKESTONE
15. SANDWICH
16. DEAL
17. FAVERSHAM
18. BRIGHTON
19. DENMARK

GROUPS
(c) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(5) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

LADIES* GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Nr. Barnet, Herts.
Ridgee Hill,
;

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

4. DEAL

Mrs. East

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHEORD

Mrs. L> King

7. SI TIINGBOUUNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,

Branch

tfttanfibonme

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I
6.30 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Every Fourth Tuesday, Foresters' Hall
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Dtiil
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name

Unit or Appointment
Court, D. N.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

§Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
§Parry, F. W. B
att. H.C.G.T.C.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... H.C.G.T.C.
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O., M.B.E
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J. ...
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmann, E. L C., M.C.
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.
May, J. F
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
DejnJy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
...
Crichton, R. F., M.C.

MAJORS

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
Depot.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
1st Bn.
Q Branch, War Office.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.
H.C.G.T.C.
T/Lt.Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
A.P.M., Hamburg.
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.2, G.HQ., MELF.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
HQ., E. Anglian Dist.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
1st Bn.
CAPTAINS

McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
§ Sepernumerary

Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Staff College, Camberley.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
School ot Infantry, Hythe.
G.S.O.3, M.I.2, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.HQ., MELF.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.

CAPTAHVB—continued

T/Maj., DAQMG., HQ. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.BJE. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash, J. P.
H.C.G.T.C.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.... 1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O.
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.
Hadshar, G
.. Depot.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
.. Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R
.. 1st Bn.
Dent, J. E
G.S.O.3, HQ., Br. Tps., Sudan.
MacDonald, E. W
.. G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Marshall, F
.. Attd. M.A., Athens.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
.. 1st Bn.
Peckham, A. D.
4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J
.. 1st Bn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
.. 1st Bn.
Willows, D. A.
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, L. M.
Griffin, C. J.
French, B.G.J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.

LIEUTENANTS

..

A.D.C., Comd., H.C. District.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
.. Language Course, London.
HQ. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt. ,
.. H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
.. H.C.G.T.C.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
Ward, M. W.

... 1st Bn.
1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
1st Bn.

Williams, L J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.
Kille, W. E

... Maj. (Q.M.), 4th Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.)

QUARTERMASTERS

Short Service Commissions
CAPTAINS

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D..
O'Geary, M. G
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C
Ford, E. N. M.C
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. L L, T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E
Leates, M. M.C
Todrnan, N. E. H
Brooke, C. W.
Sherwood, R. D. ...
Pitkin, W. H.
Carey, R., M.C
Robertson, R. J
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
McGrath, G. A

T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office.

_

Bloomer, R. H.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. F.

3 A.B.T.C.
T/Maj.
T/Maj.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
D.A.T.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commit., Hong Butcher,
S. J.
Kong. Huntley,
Nicholl, P. R. J.
H.C.G.T.C.
Severn,
P.
H. K.
1st Bn.
Coote, A. D....
War Office.
.
Barlow,
W.
B.
9 Trav. Wing, HQ. E. Anglia Dist.
Roseberry, L. S.
Adm. Office,HQ. Klagenfurt Gar., B.T.A. Minto, I. G.,
P.R.O.MELF.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
HQ. Aldershot District.
Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt.
H.C.G.T.C.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
1st Bn.
Corps, J., Capt.

CAPTAINS—continued

... HQ., N. Ireland

... H.C.G.T.C.
LIEUTENANTS

...
...
...
...
...

2ND LIEUTENANTS

... 1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
... HQ. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

HON. COLONEL

4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Deaa, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
UIEUTENANTCOLONRL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville. F. G.. M.C.
Collins. H. A. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.BA.
Balding, C. E. E
Plunkett, P. N. P.
WatsonAlexander. B.

MAJORS

CAPTAINS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, p. J.
Lees, H. D.*
Barnes, . G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.
Pantony, D. A.
Crowdy, R. E. L

**'

1 R.W.K.
T/Capt. H.C.G.T.C.
T/Capt.
Inf. Div. Pro. Coy.
T/Capt. D.A.P.M., HQ.,S.I.B./R.M.P.

4th Battalion

Jelf, A. G.

District, Lisburn,
N. Ireland.

... T/Capt.
... T/Capt., W.O. 3 P.I.A.

2ND. LIEUTENANT
QUARTERMASTER

Williams, L. J., M.B.E. Maj. (Q.M.)

. MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
FFFIAHATW

The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, MA.. S.C.F.
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Editorial
that the 1st Battalion has been selected for Guard duties in London and
WEwillarebeinformed
away from Dover from July 28th to August 20th. The last time the Regiment was

employed on such duties was in 1931 when they were performed by the 2nd Battalion.
It will be interesting to hear how many, if any, of those who took part in guard duties in 1931
will do so this year.
Whilst fully conscious of the honour accorded to the Regiment in being selected for duties in
London there will be disappointment that the 1st Battalion will not be able to participate in
Canterbury's Festival of Britain activities nor on our Remembrance Sunday.

The 1st Battalion will also be in Norfolk from the 14th April to 2nd June and from 21st August
to 16th October.
We understand that the reconstituted Home Counties Group Training Centre will take up its
quarters in Wemyss Barracks, Canterbury, about the middle of April, and that the Depot will
receive its first intake on the 17th May. We hope to be able to write further on the new
organisation when it is more firmly established.

Personalia
pOLONEL and Mrs. B. S. Collard have let
their flat in the New Dover Road and
bought a small house to which they moved on
January 1st. Their new address is Hardres
Field, Lower Hardres, Nr. Canterbury. Tel.
Canterbury 2040.
We congratulate Lieut.Col. J. F. Connolly
on his appointment to command the 1st
Battalion and wish him a successful tenure of
command.
Lieut.Col. L. H. Dismore, late of the 4th
Battalion, has been appointed H.M. Consul for
the Provinces of North, Central and South
Sumatra.

Major N. F. GordonWilson has recently
been on a month's visit to G.H.Q. M.E.L.F.,
where he met Colonel Rowe and Majors
Ravenhill and Critchley. Colonel and Mrs.
Rowe were starting to pack up prior to their
return to East Africa when he retires. Major
Ravenhill had just returned from leave in
Kenya and was also getting ready to move as
he is due home shortly. Major and Mrs.
Critchley and small daughter live in a canal
bungalow on the shores of the Great Bitter
Lake.
At Ismailia, he met and went sailing with
Brigadier and Mrs. Nicholson. They hope to
come home on leave this Summer.
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We congratulate Capt. R. F. Crichton on his
promotion to Major.
We regret to record the death of K. V. Coutts
on February 26th. Commissioned in the
Regiment in the 191418 War, he served with
the 2nd Battalion in France and Macedonia.
He was a life member of the London Branch
of the Association.
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe's new address to
which he has recently moved is Green House,
Wingham, near Canterbury. Telephone Wing
ham 250.
We welcome to the Regiment, 2/Lieuts.
M. P. St. F. Dracopoli and M. W. Ward from
Officer Cadets, R.M.A. Sandhurst.

They a^e now back at Edinburgh and we hope
it wU riot be so long before we see them in these
parts again, where they have so many old
friends.
A correspondent writes that he was recently
found a seat in a 'bus at Sandwich by Inspector
Cox of the East Kent Road Car Company ;
better known to most of our readers as the Post
Corporal of some years back.
The older members of the Golfing Society
will note with regret the passing of Fred
Whiting, for a great many years the professional
at Royal St. George's Golf Club.
ENGAGEMENT

1

DrumMajor

W. T. Davis, ex834377 Private, is in the
Men's Ward, Mid Herts. Hospital, St. Albans,
Herts., where he is to undergo an operation.
We regret to record the death of 3748 In
Pensioner R. W. Turner, on February 16th,
aged 78 years. He served for 21 years in the
Regiment and took part in the Relief of Chitral,
for which operation he held the I.G.S. Medal
with Clasp Relief of Chitral, 1895.
We understand that this year, as the Festival
Committee have deprived the Old Stagers of
the Saturday night, the Epilogue will be on the
Friday night, 10th August.
The plays to be performed are Grouse in June
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday ; and
Twelfth Night on Tuesday and Thursday.
Colonel and Mrs. Willows were recently
staying at Trieste with Brigadier and Mrs.
Boucher. We are glad to know that Mrs.
Boucher has quite recovered from the attack of
bronchopneumonia which laid her low at
Christmas.
MajorGeneral and Mrs. H. de R. Morgan,
who went out by car, are with the Bouchers
at the time of writing and are to bring Mrs.
Boucher back with them at the end of the
month, for a short visit.
Colonel and Mrs. Norman Hart have been
staying with Colonel and Mrs. Crookenden,
having arrived from Osborne House, where
Colonel Hart had been recuperating after a
very troublesome illness,
_
:

Gerald Moyes and Miss
Zena Hopkins
The engagement is announced between Drum
Major Gerald Moyes, 1st Battalion The Bjiffs,
Old Park Barracks, Dover, and Zena, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins of 22 Winchelsea
Street, Dover.

Future Events
The Buffs Golfing Sd^icity
Meeting,
Royal St. George's Golf Club, Sandwich,
Saturday, April 7th and Sunday, April
8th.
:,c
!: 
Dragon Club Dinner, Wednesday, June
13th, Naval and Military Club.
London Branch Dinner and Ball, Saturday,
June 23rd.
Buffs Golfing Society Midsummer Meeting,
Sunningdale Golf Club, Sunday, June
24th.
Match against Liphook Golf Club, Sunday,
July 1st.
Canterbury Festival, Wednesday, l.8th
July, to Friday, 10th August.
Cathedral Festival, Wednesday, 18th July,
to Saturday, 28th July.
Civic Festival, Monday, 30th July, to
Saturday, 4th August.
Cricket Festival, Saturday, 4th August, to
Friday, 10th August.
Remembrance Sunday, 12th August.
London Branch Ladies' Guild Dinner,
Saturday, 29th September.
Buffs Golfing Society Autumn Meeting,
Littlestone, Saturday, October 27th, and
Sunday, October 28th,

4?
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CRICKET FIXTURES
Regimental Week, Depot, Canterbury
Wednesday, 27th June. St. Edmund's
School (Masters and Boys).
Thursday, 28th June.
Friday, 29th June. Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
Saturday, 30th June. Band of Brothers.
Sunday, 1st July. Shepway Stragglers.
Away Matches
Wednesday, 13th June. Royal Fusiliers.
Friday, 6th July. Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
Will anyone wishing to play in any of
these matches please apply to :—
QIC Cricket,
Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent,
stating in which matches they wish to play.

Buffs Golfing Society
HTHE homecoming of the
* 1st Battalion I had imag
ined would give just that
added fillip to the entries that
was required to give that little
extra momentum to drive the
Golfing Society in full career
on its triumphant way.
It is, therefore, with some
little disappointment that
I have to record that the
entries for the Spring Meeting
have been very slow in coming
_
in.
I put this down to the perhaps rather early
notice, which encourages those of the dolce far
niente school to leave that until tomorrow
which would be more effectually performed
today.
.There are several names at present absent
from the list of those who have signified their
intention of being present who I am well aware
will be there on the day. Fortunately I have
strong nerves or I should be in a pitiful state of
dither as to the Meeting being a flop or not.
I would in any case remind those who have
not yet replied to let me have their names as
soon as they can.

Now, owing to the frequent changes which
occur in Army life I learn that the 1st Battalion
will be away on exercises on the 13th and 14th
October. I have therefore been fortunate
enough to get the date for the Autumn Meeting
altered to October 27th and 28th. Provided
that the weather holds, this date should enable
those who farm to get through most of the
harvesting.
. '

J.c.

New Spanish Ambassador
By Major R. J. Tuke

PETERBOROUGH of the Daily Telegraph
* must have stirred the memories of many
who served with the 1st Battalion in Gibraltar
a quarter of a century ago when he mentioned
the pending appointment of the Duke of Prima
de Riviera as Spanish Ambassador to the Court
of St. James.
At the time The Buffs were on the Rock his
illustrious father was Prime Minister of Spain,
which he governed with an iron hand in a not
too soft velvet glove. In those days it was very
noticable that a marked improvement in public
administration and the Services reached peaks
of efficiency unexperienced for many years
previously.
Old Buffs will have been particularly
interested to read that the new Ambassador's
wife is the daughter of the late Marquess of
Marsales who for many years showed such good
sport as Master of the Royal Calpe Hounds.
Pablo Larios, as he was more usually known
amongst Garrison sportsmen, was, I believe, a
Gibraltiari and thus a British subject. But he
held estates in Spain and dwelt not far from
Gibraltar. Often his strikingly beautiful
daughters would grace the scene at the local
races or set young officers' hearts abeating in
the ballroom at Government House, but they
all married Spanish noblemen. In the
subsequent rise of Communism in the land and
the civil war which followed, hearsay records
that terrible fates befell them. Whether rumour
was false or true, the fact remains that the poor
old Marquess lost all his lands and most of his
possessions. In England we accomplish these
things differently though the ultimate result
is the same.
Some may remember a memorable evening
when Pablo Larios was entertained to dinner
in the Officers' Mess. It was a splendid scene
which, I suppose, the present generation can
scarcely picture—so drab has the world become.
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All the silver trophies and great Albuhera
centrepiece sparkling in massed array on the
long polished mahogany table illuminated by
soft light gleaming from candelabra. A merry
throng of diners all in. scarlet. The Guest of
Honour in the pink coat and blue collar of the
Royal Calpe. Sergeant Truby, our impeccable
Mess Sergeant, controlling unobtrusively a
perfectly practiced team of mess waiters all
in the blue livery of the Regiment. Course after
course of beautifully cooked food, sublime
sherry, champagne flowing like water and
liqueurs to follow. What a jolly company it
was and how gay we grew as the evening wore
on !
After the Loyal Toast, an old man who had
been waiting outside was ushered in and given
a seat beside the Mess President. He was the
kennel huntsman who was about to retire after,
I think, over thirty years' service (alas ! his
name has escaped me). We drank the health
of this faithful old servant who had shown such
fine sport in the Cork Woods to an everchanging
collection of Naval and Military officers ; and
the old man gazed down the table with twinkling
eyes and presently he stood up and made a
little slightly halting speech which we all
received with sounds of deep approval.
Wonderful, happy days ! Shall we ever see
their like again ?

Recollections of The Birth of
Federation
J IVING in Perth is a man who came out
^with the Imperial Representative Corps
from England to attend the historic Federal
swearingin ceremony at Centennial Park,
Sydney, on January 1, 1901, and who can
vividly recall how Australians reacted to the
consummation of federation.
He is Mr. John Robertson, a Perth business
man with the bearing of a soldier who, although
nearly 70, still attends to his city interests in
an office at A.N.A. House. His good memory
for detail is backed by two prized gazettes which
contain an account of all the relevant functions
and festivities under the dates that they
occurred.
In those days he^was Private John Robertson,
resplendent in the redcoated uniform of The
Buffs, one of the old City of London regiments.
He was 19 when he landed at Freemantle

on December 8, 1900, from H.M.T. Britannic
(No. 62), but his army age was 21. He had
seen to that, for had he been registered any
younger he might not have made the trip.
The Imperial Representative Corps of which
young Robertson was a part contained a mem
ber of practically every current unit in the
British Army. There were the Royal Horse
Artillery, the Field Artillery, the 21st Lancers,
the Lifeguards, the Foot Guards and many
other famous regiments, all in their own
ceremonial uniform, under the command of
Lieut.Col. Crole Wyndham.
With the Grenadier Guards, says Mr..
Robertson, was Peter McCulloch, the tallest
man in the British Army, who stood 6 ft. 7| in.
in his socks, and bumped his head on hatches
and other projections more than any soldier
on the trip. The famous 21st Lancers, who had
taken part in the charge at Omdurman in 1898,
were on board and Highlanders, complete with
kilts and bonnets and band.
The company landed at Fremantle on the
way out and got a first taste of colonial hospi
tality. An outbreak of plague at the port
prevented them from landing on the return
voyage.
The harbour and all the ships it held were
gay when they entered the Sydney Heads at
daybreak on the morning of December 22, 1900.
Masts were befiagged and sirens and whistles
blared a rousing welcome as they approached
their disembarkation point at Circular Quay.
The I.R.C. disembarked in a heatwave and
Pte. Robertson discovered that his heavy,
vivid uniform, though ideal for Britain's white
winter, was not suited to semitropical Austra
lian conditions. Much of the discomfort, how
ever, was mitigated by the welcome he and his
comrades received.
On January 1 an impressive procession, the
I.R.C. included, marched from the Domain to
Centennial Park, passing under lavishly decor
ated arches and along roads lined with throngs
of cheering Australians dressed in their Sunday
best.
Led by 200 mounted policemen, the pro
cession included fire brigades, mayors of the
chief Australian cities, Premiers and Ministers
of various colonies, judges, church dignitaries
and members of the civil services. Then came
the military contingents preceded by the New
South Wales Lancers and including troops from
South Africa, the Sudan and India, colonial
infantry, detachments of the Royal Navy and
Royal Marines, and visiting commandants.
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The GovernorGeneral (Lord Hopetoun) was
sworn in from a special white pavilion in
Centenial Park. Upon the floor of the pavilion,
rested the elaborate gilt table upon which the
Queen had signed her assent to the Act con
stituting the Commonwealth of Australia.
Pte. Robertson saw many notable Australians
as he stood at attention opposite the pavilion,
among them Sir Edmund Barton, Alfred
Deakin, George H. Reid, Sir Henry Parkes
and an imposing bearded man whom he learnt
was John Forrest of Western Australia.
Guns boomed, the Te Deum Laudamus was
sung by St. Andrew's choir of 400 voices, some
10,000 children sang the "Federated Australia"
chorus, and a special prayer composed by the
Poet Laureate (Lord Tennyson) was read by
the Archbishop of Sydney. Thousands of
assembled Australians burst into cheering and
from that moment what had long been the
dream of Australian statesmen, many dead
and gone, became an accomplished fact. In
the words of an orator at the ceremony, "the
six States of Australia and Tasmania stood
united in an indissoluble union".
Young Robertson had reason to remember
that ceremonial parade. It started at 8 o'clock
in the morning and did not break up until the
afternoon. When he was not marching at
attention with a rifle and fixed bayonet he was
standing like a statue in the gardens upholding
the traditional discipline of the British Army.
But the Army could not control his thoughts
and he began thinking what a fine place this
Australia would be to live in.
The official Federation celebrations lasted
from January 1 to January 8 and included
State banquets, sporting fixtures, military and
fire brigade displays, race meetings, processions,
concerts, interstate cricket tests, firework dis
plays in the floodlit city and harbour, and
other festivities.
Back in England after a tour of all the
Australian States and New Zealand, young
Robertson made up his mind that Australia
was the place for him. It was not until April 12,
1907, that he secured his discharge from the
Army, but seven days later he was aboard
the steamship Orient on the way back to his
promised land. He landed at Fremantle on
Empire Day and soon settled down to the
Australian way of life. But for his trip to see
the inauguration of Federation, he says, he
might still have been living in England.
The West Australian, Saturday, Jan, 6th, 1951.
(See Correspondence, page 54.—Ed.)

Communications
THE following telegram has been received in reply to
* one sent to the ColonelinChief on the occasion of
his 52nd Birthday :—
"Colonel of The Buffs, Canterbury,
Heartfelt thanks to all ranks of The Buffs for kind
wishes.

FREDERIK R."

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

Captain R. F. Crichton to be Major, 18th February,
1951.

What Goes On
As the majority of readers of the Journal are
past, rather than present, members of the
Regiment, and as such readers are possibly
more than a little out of touch with the happen
ings within an Infantry Battalion of today,
it has been suggested that a series of short
articles should appear in these pages dealing
with some of the aspects t)f presentday daily
life in the 1st Battalion.
The series will be known as "What Goes On"
and the first article, entitled "Continuation
Training", appears in this issue. Successive
issues will see the publication of the following
four articles :—
II. "Support Company".
III. "Weapon Training Today".
IV. "Signals and Signallers".
V. "The Quartermaster's Stores".
In this way it is hoped to put before readers a
more detailed picture of the happenings in an
Infantry Battalion. Past members of the
Regiment may find in these articles scope for
comparison with "what things were like in
my day"; and even present members may
perhaps find that they increase their knowledge
of "What Goes On".
Continuation Training
Under the present system recruits receive
six weeks' Primary Training at Shorncliffe and
are then posted to regular battalions for further
training. This Primary Training includes
Elementary Weapon Handling, Fieldcraft and'
Footdrill. One would think that in six weeks
a recruit would become fairly proficient in these
basic lessons but in point of fact this socalled
Continuation Training has to start virtually
from scratch. The object of Continuation Train
ing is to complete a recruit's individual training
in his Weapon handling, Fieldcraft and Drill
and then to introduce him to Section and
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Platoon training by stages so that he can finally
take his place in the Company in the field.
Certain of the brighter Recruits can be ear
marked for specialist training, such as Support
Company and the Signal Platoon, and with this
end in view lectures are given on this specialist
employment during the course. Potential
N.C.O.'s are also selected and after a period are
sent on an N.C.O.'s cadre course.
Before his training as such begins, the
Recruit has nearly a week to get himself
settled in, the first few days being used for
interviewing, squadding and issues of kit.
When the first week starts the training chiefly
consists of drill, P/T. and some rifle and field
craft lessons. There is a complete afternoon
each week allotted to education under R.A.E.C.
instructors and another to recreational training,
which takes the form of a road walk and run,
games in the gymnasium, or a game of soccer.
In all there are eight fortyminute periods in
the day, and night exercises and evening
lectures are thrown in for good measure. In
the second week the Recruit throws his ration
of grenades (almost as meagre as the meat
ration), fires his rifle on the 30 yards range,
and is introduced to the L.M.G. His fieldcraft
lessons become more interesting and he begins
to realise that Shape and Silhouette are not
confined to the Esquire magazine.
From the instructor's point of view the third
week shows the end of most of the donkey work
and the results of his instruction come to light
in Rifle practices on the open range, individual
stalks, and when the Recruit fires the L.M.G.
on the 30 yards range. At this stage, looking
back, the progress of the Platoon is quite
remarkable. This is evident in their bearing
and attitude towards life, and the confidence
and competence in. all they do. Above all, in
many cases, for the first time in their lives
they are really fit—and they revel in it. Route
marches and road runs are introduced here as a
long term policy to harden up their feet.
Rifle Classification and the Instructional
shoot for the L.M.G. take place in the fourth
week, the remainder of the week being taken
up with section field training and elementary
platoon tactics, leading up to the fifth week,
which is largely practice on the ground in
advanced night work, patrols and platoon
tactics. Sten and L.M.G. classification are also
dealt with in this week. The final week is the
climax and tieup of all the training in the form
of a 72hour exercise, which combines marching,
patrolling, section in defence and attack, and
above all the fine arts of living comfortably in
uneomfortable conditions,

At the moment of writing there are three
squads in varying stages of training in the
Battalion. Each draft that comes to the
Battalion is posted to a Company, which is
responsible for its Continuation Training. "A"
Company are just starting their sixth and final
week, "C" Company are past the halfway mark,
and "B" Company are about to begin.

They all know The Buffs
By Captain R. Carey, The Buffs
A BITING wind sweeps across the coun.try
side from the direction of Belsen not many
miles away. Studded boots clatter on the
frozen ground and the rattle of tank tracks are
magnified by the clarity of the air. A crisp layer
of snow covers the ground.
Under these toughening conditions a major
exercise involving Atlantic Pact troops was
held in the British Zone of Germany recently.
I stood at the roadside in the picturesque
little village of Bispingen and watched troops
of Denmark's oldest Regiment moving up to
the attack. This unit, the 293yearold 6th
Infantry Battalion, which now forms a part
of the Danish Forces in Germany, was engaged
in "Exercise Nordland" with the Norwegian
Army Command acting as opponents. Opposing
sides, each supported by British Armoured and
Artillery units operated under the pseudonym
of Blueland and Redland respectively.
The morning I arrived the Danish Forces
under Brigadier Olaf Bjerregaard were enjoying
tank and air superiority. They were making
good use of it too, counterattacking the
Norwegians and turning their enemies' initial
"invasion" from the Northeast into a retreat.
Liberal use of blank ammunition and explosives,
continual sorties flown by Vampire Jets of the
R.A.F. and sabotage activities on both sides
helped create a most realistic picture. To one
Norwegian Lieutenant the practise of this latter
type of warfare must have been "money for
old rope". During World War II he had been
an active saboteur with numerous successful
operations to his credit.
Wellbriefed interpreters on both sides and
excellent cooperation with the British chief
umpire, Col. L. H. Spicer, resulted in all major
difficulties being overcome, although a pair of
British soldiers stationed in the area had their
own particular problem—not in any way con
nected with the exercise they were taking a
short cut to the local N.A.A.F.I, for their
morning cup of tea when they were pounced
upon and "captured" by a Blueland patrol.

THE DRAGON
Neither the British "Tommies" nor their
captors could speak the others' language and
it was not until the "prisoners" were escorted
to a Danish H.Q. that the situation was
straightened out. And by that time the
N.A.A.F.I. had closed !
Talking to members of the Danish Forces,
one soon gets an understanding of this small
but welltrained army. The Danish equivalent
of our "National Serviceman" is called up for
11 months, six of which he normally spends in
Germany. His pay, however, is less than his
British opposite number. Some 20,000 men
per year receive their papers and over 100,000
have been trained since 1945. In addition a
further callup will be introduced in the near
future to train reservists in the use of new
American weapons which are now being received
through the terms of the Atlantic Pact.
As a member of The Buffs I was particularly
grateful for the opportunity of seeing the
native troops of our ColonelinChief under
active service conditions ; how they fared and
how they compared generally with their
British counterpart.
I found them similar in many ways and was
particularly impressed by the general timbre
and cheerfulness of all ranks under far from
ideal conditions. They are sound, rugged chaps,
these Danes, and they know a lot about
soldiering—and soldiers. The first Dane I spoke
to, a young Sergeant with a good command of
English, replied without hesitation : "The
Buffs ? Of course we all know of The Buffs in
Denmark !".

Round and About
By The Tramp
Casualty Reports
IT EADERS of these
^ notes in a recent
issue might be in
terested to know that
a question on the sub
ject was asked in the
House of Commons on
the 31st January. The
following is the official
report of the question
and answer :—
"Major Legge Bourke
(Con. Isle of Ely)
To ask the Minister
of Defence, if he is
aware of the great
anxiety caused to relatives of all men in the
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formations concerned by reports from Korea
which appear in the British Press showing the
possible number of casualties sustained by
British formations, no indication being given
of the units involved nor of the accuracy of
the estimate ; and if he will at once request
United Nations to issue instructions to Force
Headquarters in Tokio that all such information
should be withheld until the next of kin have
been informed.
Mr. Henderson :
I would refer the hon. and gallant member
to the reply given by my Rt. hon. friend the
Minister of Defence in answer to questions
by my hon. Friends the Member for Maldon
and the Member for Rossendale on the 23rd
January. I hope that these new Press censor
ship regulations will go some way towards
preventing such reports in the future, but the
matter will be carefully watched."
It is satisfactory that the processes of
democracy brought to light an abuse of
journalistic powers but one is left with the
uncomfortable feeling that the proper exercise
of editorial discretion in the first instance
would have made it unnecessary for the point
to be raised in the House.

London's Dockland
Just before the recent untoward happenings
in the Docks of London and the North and,
I hasten to add, quite unconnected with those
happenings, I recently visited Tilbury, one of
the largest and most impressive of the docks of
London River. My visit was to examine the
pictorial possibilities of this extensive and,
normally, extremely active place. Until this
visit my view of Tilbury had usually been from
the river as I sailed down the Thames on visits
to the Continent. Then all that one saw was a
distant prospect of the masts and funnels of
great liners lying, apparently far inland, at
their berths. On this occasion I approached
Tilbury by road, passing through the East End
of London and the unlovely suburbs which
fringe it. On the journey I was struck (not
physically !) by the quantity of heavy com
mercial vehicles on. the highways. In both
directions there seemed to be an unending
stream of lorries and those larger affairs which
dwarf railway trains. The standard of driving
appeared to be uniformly good although the
control of some of the gigantic vehicles with
their enormous loads must be a herculean task.
I lunched at the restaurant of the riverside rail
way station at Tilbury, a place which must be
wellknown to voyagers to the East. All things
and the Argentine and Mr. Webb considered, we
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had a tolerable meal, but once again I thought
how much better if might have been were the
scene Havre, Marseilles or, perhaps, Genoa.
We have much to learn about the preparation
and service of food. We grumble but we seldom
complain at the table. It is a pity because much
could be done about it even in this Couldn't
CareLess Age.
Ships and Things
Since as a small boy I embarked on an Anchor
Liner at Bombay to come to live in England
I have been fascinated by ships, docks and
harbours. And yet, I must be candid, I never
for one moment considered adopting the sea
as a profession and I fear I would have been
a poor mariner. Nevertheless the fascination
is there and nothing will ever remove it. So
that as I walked with an excellent guide through
the tortuous and busy docks I knew that I had
not come in vain. My object, as I mentioned,
was to see if the place had pictorial possibilities
for me and this was soon confirmed. Now I am
to be provided with a Port of London permit to
sktch within the sacred precincts of the docks
and my only difficulty, apart from the short
comings of my technique, will be the choice of
subject out of so much. The place teems with
compositions for brush and pencil. I saw P. & O.
and Orient Liners loading and discharging
cargo; vast cranes lifting and moving the
results of the "export drive" ; fussy tugs
darting about on their errands and, to complete
the picture, a Thames barge or two, their red
ochre sails outspread moving slowly past the
great liners out into the river and emphasising
the contrast between sail and steam. Grave
faced Lascars, inseparable from P. & O. and
Orient liners, were everywhere in evidence.
On our way back to London we looked in at
Black well Yard, where until about 1860 the
Clipper ships were built and launched from the
yards where now no building is done. An. old
established firm of ships' repairs whose ancestors
built the Clippers now take over the recondition
ing of steamships. The offices of this firm were
once the residence of the family whose roots in
this most essential trade go back to the seven
teenth century. There is a lot of history in
Blackwall Yard as indeed there is all along the
banks of London River.
Malayan Waters
Talking of ships reminds me of a book I have
lately read. Its author is that most distinguished
and knowledgeable writer on the subject of
ships and sailors, H. M.;Tomlinson. Its title is
Malayan Waters and its subject is the adven
tures and vicissitudes , which attended the

comparatively small vessels owned by the
Straits Steamship Company. These ships, whose
activities until the Japanese aggression were
confined to the waters of SouthEast Asia, were
involved in. all the hazards and horrors which
occurred after the Fall of Singapore. It is a
magnificent record of skill, heroism and deter
mination in the face of heavy odds. There could
be no better narrator of these adventures than
Mr. Tomlinson, who knows intimately the waters
of which he writes so vividly. We in England
who were distantly and dimly aware of what
happened in the fateful years with which the
book is concerned know little even now about
the ordeal which our kinsfolk underwent.
Mr. Tomlinson's book does much to remedy this.
It is well worth reading.
Cornwall
In pursuance of the same aim which took
me to London's docks, I went the other day to
SouthWest England. I left Paddington on a
cold, wet and slightly foggy night by a train
which does not appear in the timetables.
My hosts had thoughtfully provided me with a
sleeping compartment in this unusual train
whose purpose is to convey London morning
papers to the West Country. One coach is
composed of sleeping compartments. Other
wise it is all newspapers. Sleeping compartments
are wasted on me. I can never sleep in them,
for all their modern comfort and equipment.
Therefore, after what seemed to be an un
conscionably long night, we drew into Truro
shortly before 8 a.m. Here a car was waiting
and we drove through a sunlit, if slightly
frosted, countryside to the port of Falmouth,
which I had previously seen only from afar.
After a welcome breakfast at a most friendly
and comfortable hotel, I was taken to the docks,
which were made wonderfully free to me.
Thereafter I was hard at work, making drawings
of the giant tankers which put in there for
repairs and refitting. These ships surprised
me by their size. I had thought of tankers as
squat and moderatelysized vessels and found
great ships of twenty and more thousand tons.
The great graving and dry docks are filled by
these expensive carriers of the precious oils.
One of my subjects had lately arrived from
Bahrein in the Persian Gulf. Her crew to this
port had been Chinese and the delightful and
breezy Norwegian captain told me, in answer
to an enquiry by me, that they were admirable
seamen in every way. The cleanliness of the
ship after a long voyage was remarkable.
The Chinamen were paid off on arrival at Fal
mouth to be replaced by a British crew on the
transfer of the ship to the British registry.:
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THE DRAGON
I piously hoped that our countrymen would
maintain the record achieved by the Orientals.
Falmouth gained considerable importance in
both the Great Wars and in the recent disturb
ance was a rendezvous for Atlantic convoys.
As a consequence it attracted the malice of the
Luftwaffe. The Carrick Roads, as the great
anchorage is called, would take the Home Fleet
comfortably. I learned something about the
littleknown activities of ship repairers. Nothing
that a ship needs to lit her for the sea is lacking
in these docks, from a new skin or engines
to a wardrobe for the captain's cabin. A ship's
needs are radioed while she is still at sea and
without fuss or clamour she is boarded by
teams of workers within an hour of tying up.
The work has to be swift because it is costly
and I was told how it is organised as well as
costed. A great deal of the latter is mechanical.
That is to say, machines which selectively
punch little holes in cards enable not only the
bill for the shipowners to be assessed but also
the payment of any worker engaged on the job
to be calculated.
To me it was an enchanting experience.
I was free to wander wherever I would. The
docks police were told not to worry me. They
tend normally and rightly to be fussy with
wandering artists. As long as I did not get in
the way of light engines or giant cranes or
smoke where smoking was forbidden I could do
what I liked. I was hardly worried by in
quisitive onlookers. Most people in the docks
are very busy and have little time to indulge in
art appreciation. For three days the weather
was cooperative and on one day I sat out of
doors for five hours without hurt.
St. Mawes
This charming little town lies across the
Carrick Roads and I was fortunate enough to
be sent across to it by launch. This journey
takes 20odd minutes. By road, owing to the
intervening estuary of the River Fal, the
distance is some thirty miles. St. Mawes on a
sunny day strongly resembles a town on the
French or Italian Riviera. It is bright with
paint and most of its gay houses cluster on a
steep hillside. It has, I believe, many retired
people in its small permanent population, but
in the summer holiday months its small and
excellent hotels are thronged with pleasure
seekers. On a headland to the West of the town
is a castle built by King Henry VIII to serve
as a unit in the coastal fortification of South
West England and more immediately as
retreat for the susceptible monarch. It is on
record that the illfated Anne Boleyn visited
St. Mawes Castle in the days when the Royal
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eye looked with favour upon her and when the
Tower of London was a grim prison for other
unfortunate folk.
I returned to the murk and rain of London
with great reluctance after a stay of some five
days in which I managed to get a lot of work
done in. most pleasant and inspiring cir
cumstances.
England Wins !
At last the spell of Australian cricket in
vincibility has been broken. The victory at
Melbourne was a tonic to those of us who think
that English cricket is not without hope of
revival. . I gather that Australians were as
delighted with this success as we were. I have
always felt that the tide would turn as it did
after the calamitous year 1921. Maybe there is
a Larwood lurking in some school eleven and
that he will emerge in due time to make not
only the Australians but also the West Indians
play a bit more hurriedly than they like to.
F. R. Brown's success was most popular. With
a bit more luck he and his men might have made
a much more closely run affair of the rubber.

f $$

Regular Forces Employment Association
/"ANCE upon a time there was a publication known
^as the Pink Un, of which some of you may remotely
have heard. This disappeared some long time ago but
it was a kind of racing tipster in printed form. We
should like to think that the Report of the National
Association, with its pink cover, will come to be
regarded as the modern equivalent.
Its contents, though not the printed equivalent of a
racing tipster, are thought out with the object of giving
a general indication of what may be expected as regards
employment prospects in every part of the country as
well as general information likely to be of interest con
cerning possibilities of training and things of that nature.
One section of the Report gives a brief description in
general terms of the conditions in each area covered by
a branch of this Association, which' means the whole
of the United Kingdom. It will be obvious from this
that these paragraphs can't go into very much detail,
but the aim is to give a rough notion of what may be
expected in any given area. Branch addresses are also
shown.
There is also in the body of the Report a good deal of
advice to people considering, while still serving, their
future return to civil life. This is a matter which to
some of you presents few difficulties because you know
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quite well what you want to do and perhaps have already
started out on the line of country which you want to
follow eventually, but to many it means starting out in
a completely new direction. In some cases there is no
natural aptitude or hobby or anything of that kind which
indicates the direction in which that start should be
made, and for those of you to whom this applies a good
deal of thought will be necessary.

On my return I rejoined the provisional Battalion at
Shorncliffe, and from there in October, 1901, was drafted
to the 1st Battalion at Shwebo, Burma. From there we
left in the R.I.M.S. Harding for Bombay to be stationed
at Poona, and from there came to Blighty in December,
1904, being stationed on the Heights at Dover. We
arrived in a heavy snowstorm, and my word, wasn't it
cold.

Don't be put off by the words "Annual Report" ; we
do our best to make ours different from the usual dry
as dust production which comes to one's mind when
these words are used. We are at present in the process
of drafting the Report, and hope to have it circulated
through the Service Departments certainly by the
middle of the year and with any luck earlier. If you are
still serving, therefore, keep a look out for it and if you
don t see one in your Unit or Station Recreation room,
ask your Adjutant or Chief Clerk if they have got one.
Education or Welfare Officers also should have copies.
Anyone who has already left the Service and is interested
won t find it so easy to get hold of a copy, though we
do keep a certain number ourselves for interested
people. If you can't get a copy go and see your Job
finder and talk things over with him. You will find
his address in your nearest large Post Office.

My Regimental Number was 5866, and I was a
Headquarters recruit to the 2nd Battalion at Brighton,
where I joined on 12th April, 1899. From there I did
a Recruits' Course at Eastbourne, then went with the
Battalion on mobilisation for Africa to the Badajos
Barracks, Aldershot, but being too young was sent
with other details to Cork and from thence onwards to
Londonderry in Ireland, and then on to Shorncliffe,
from where I started my wanderings, beginning with
Australia.

Our aim is to give you all the hints and tips we can
to help you to get away to a good start in the Civilian
Stakes.
You will probably be interested to learn that 78 men
of your Regiment were placed by us in 1950 out of a
total of 16,229 for the Army and 30,313 for all Services.

Correspondence
22 Airlie Street,
Cottesloe,
Perth,
Western Australia.
8th February, 1951.

The Editor, "The Dragon",
cjo Depot The Buffs, Canterbury, Kent, England.

Dear Mr. Editor,
I learnt that the old Regimental paper is still in
existence through one of my old soldier pals, Mr. T. R.
Price of Nornalup, and naturally the old name raised
many associations, as during the years 1903 and 1904,
whilst serving with the 1st Battalion in Poona and
Aden, I used to in my own small way help to get up the
editions, which were then run through on a hand press
by our own regimental compositors.
My reason for now writing is that I am enclosing you
an extract from The West Australian newspaper dated
Saturday, January 6th, which may, or may not, be of
interest to the old Regiment.
The Buffs supplied a detachment of 21 N.C.O.s and
men, and I was the batman to Lieut., afterwards Captain,
M. S. Williams, with Sgt. Lambert as the N.C.O. in
charge.
In addition to taking part in the Federation ceremonies
in Sydney, we also travelled to Brisbane, Hobart,
Tasmania and New Zealand, both North and South
Island, Melbourne, Adelaide, Fremantle and then home.
After returning to Canterbury, the O.C. Depot, Colonel
R. A. Hickson, gave us a month's leave for good conduct.

When I joined the 1st Battalion in Burma, it was
then under the command of Lieut.Colonel B. F. Holme
(the Old Duke). I was appointed as a clerk in the Pay
Office, with Captain R. E. Power in charge, and during
the whole of my service abroad I was employed in the
same position.
On my return to Dover I was Orderly Room Clerk
until my discharge.
I can recall the names of many old Officers, i.e. Lieut.
Colonel Hickson, B. F. Holme, C. B. Vyvyan, G. B.
Dagliesh, also Majors Hill, LyndenBell, Ravenhill,
Bayard, Captains Geddes, Knight, H. A. B. Ternan,
Lieuts. Worthington, Findlay, Baird, Lucas and many
others. When my wife read me The Dragon last night,
I noticed there was a name of Ravenhill amongst the
Officers ; no doubt he would be one of the same family
as Major Ravenhill mentioned above.
I have endeavoured to follow the movements of the
old Battalion, and naturally was very much interested
in the retirement in Burma and afterwards the way the
troops retook the same country, knowing in what
terrible bad condition this country can be during the
monsoons, and it speaks a lot for the advance of medical
care, etc., that has progressed over the past years. It
is a far cry from my first acquaintance with Army
transport, when we used to shift all our gear after our
train journey by bullock carts.
I came to this country in 1907, and went to the
SouthWest part of same, being connected with tin
dredging as a bookkeeper, afterwards becoming an
Accountant and business Manager. I have been con
nected with many of the primary and secondary
industries of this vast State, such as mining, timber,
pastoral properties, foundries, etc., and during the
whole time I have been in this country I have only had
three positions. I am now in the evening of my years
and just taking things quietly. No doubt you will be
interested to know that all my four sons served with
the Australian Army during the last War, and thank
goodness they all returned safely with a lot of experience.
If there is anything I can do that would be of interest
to any members of the Regiment who have perhaps an
idea of wishing to settle in the wide open spaces, I will
be only too pleased to assist in any way ; as I am
well in touch, no doubt my experience and advice might
be useful.
With all best wishes.

Yours faithfully,
/J. ROBERTSON.
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1st Battalion

Photo by H. NewporlGwilt, Lewisham

Mr. J. Kennedy, late The Buffs

COR nearly 40 years |Mr. John Kennedy,
* aged 79 years, who lives at 61 Oxhawth
Crescent, Bromley Common, had to wait for the
award of the Meritorious Service Medal.
He enlisted in The Buffs when fourteen years
old and was discharged in 1910 after 27 years'
service.
On the outbreak of the 191418 War he
volunteered again but was invalided out in
1917 with a bad wound. He served in India,
Egypt, South Africa and France.
He has five sons, the eldest of whom com
pleted 25 years' service in the Regiment.
Two others served in the Dorsetshire Regiment,
one in the Royal Artillery and the youngest
in the Royal Air Force.

^"pHE departure of a Com
A manding Officer, at the
same moment bringing to
an end that Officer's long
and successful innings in
the Regiment, is always the
saddest of sad events ; and
the latest instance—that of
Lieut.Col. F. W. B. Parry—
has been no exception.
There can have been few
indeed of the Battalion who
on March 2nd did not feel
a pang of regret when—
with the Headquarter Guard
presenting arms to him for
the last time, the Band playing Auld Lang
Syne and the road through the barracks lined
with officers and men giving him a cheer—
Lieut.Col. Parry drove away from us and from
active participation in our Battalion life.
During the three interesting but arduous years
of his command the Battalion went from
strength to strength ; changes of personnel—not
to mention changes of station—were numerous,
but no matter where the Battalion was serving
or with whom they came in. contact, the Regi
men's name, and that of the Battalion Com
mander, stood in high regard. His loyalty to
our many traditions, the steadily rising stan
dards throughout the Battalion, a keen sense
of the ridiculous, a calm, unruffled attitude
towards life in general, above all else the feeling
that|he was a very real friend to us all—these,
and many more, are the things that come to
mind when recalling "Colonel Joe" and his
time as Commanding Officer.
Even on the day of his departure he had no
idea at all of what the War Office might have in
store for him. Needless to say we are all hoping
like mad that his name will be drawn out of
the Military Secretary's hat when the day
comes for the selection of this new appointment
of "Group Colonel". If that happy event
should take place it is pleasant to feel that
Canterbury would know him once more and
that we ourselves would often see him. No
matter into what appointment he eventually
holes out there go with him, and his family,
the very best wishes of all ranks of the Battalion,
past or present. He has, and will for ever
retain, a warm corner in the hearts of each and
every one of us.
That is not in any way to belittle the arrival
of his successor, Lieut.Col. J. F. Connolly,
or to imply that we are not all of us pleased to
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have him as our new Commanding Officer.
Far from it, for if we were sorry to see his
predecessor go we are delighted to have him
with us ; to him, and to Mrs. Connolly and his
family, we bid a most warm welcome. As must
already be common knowledge to many readers
of this Journal, Lieut.Col. Connolly has
come from commanding the 1st Division Battle
School at Tripoli; prior to that he was Com
mandant of the O.C.T.U. at Maresfield, and
before that commanded a Battalion of the
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment. It
is the wish and the hope of us all that his term
of command of the Regular Battalion will be
a pleasant, happy and memorable one.
"Vesting" Day"—as they say in, amongst
numerous others, the Steel Industry—was
officially March 1st. A series of farewell parties,
including Guest Nights in both the Officers'
and Sergeants' Messes, was a feature of the last
few flays of February, and from all accounts
traditions at such festivals—like the wearing of
Service Dress—appear to die extremely hard ;
it was noticed on one occasion that even Major
Jackson had removed his coat (or perhaps,
more truthfully, had his coat removed).
Early in the month the Mayor and Corpor
ation of Dover were kind enough to give
Welcome Home parties to the Officers, in the
form of a cocktail party, and to all ranks, in
the shape of a dance. These were the official
greetings to the Battalion from the town of
Dover and both were obviously prompted by
thoughts of the kindest and the most hospitable
nature.
Once again we have had the pleasure of
entertaining numerous old friends and ac
quaintances who have come to see us. The
Colonel of the Regiment came to lunch and was
attacked on all sides on matters of high finance ;
Major Craig came with him and was his usual
inscrutable self about such things. Brigadier
Whitacre Allen, Lieut.Cols. Hart, Reid and
Tuff, Majors Tomlinson and Fox, and Major
Sherwood from the Customs and Excise Depart
ment in Dover—these and many others have
all been kind enough to find their way over to,
and in, Old Park Barracks. Needless to say
it has been more than pleasant to meet up with
them again and we hope that many others will
follow their example.
The somewhat difficult task of finding one's
way inside the barrack area, incidentally, has
been the subject of much thought on. the part
of the SecondinCommand. The crop of notice
boards that has recently arisen at socalled

strategic points is the best, we understand,
that he can manage, at all events for the time
being. Future visitors—to say nothing of the
effects of time, the weather, the smoke from the
boilerhouse chimneys and the unerring aim
of the inevitable M.T. driver—will decide
whether or not his noticeboards are sound.
Apart from Lieut.Col. Parry the only
departures during February have been Captain
and Mrs. Thorneycroft, whom we were sorry to
see go. The vast and apparently inescapable
maw of the War Office has swallowed him up,
much against his will, and he will be sadly
missed, particularly in all our sporting activities.
To them both we wish the very best of good
luck. And apart from Lieut.Col. Connolly
and the large numbers of the opposite sex of
various ages who arrived with him, we extend
a warm welcome to Capt. Dubois, late of the
Malay Regiment, and his wife and family, and
2/Lieut. Bateman, a National Service Officer
from Eaton Hall; may their stay with us be
long and happy.
Most of the property—chiefly in the form of
silver—belonging to the Officers' and Sergeants'
Messes has disappeared up to London for
repair. Both establishments look, in con
sequence, extremely bare but the whole
business was so long overdue that the sooner it
was embarked upon the better. The Colours,
too, have gone in. the same direction for much
the same reason, and it seems all wrong not to
have them in their traditional place in the
diningroom, flanked by our new pictures of
the King and Queen. We look forward to the
day when, once again., the Mess is one of the
showpieces of the Battalion.
That this was the case with the Royal
Marines was fully evident when, before his
departure, Lieut.Col. Parry, accompanied by
the SecondinCommand and four other Officers,
went to dinner at Deal one evening in the middle
of last month. A centuriesold table gleamed
under the candlelight, a table one could have
seen to shave in ; silver sparkled and shone ;
every glint of glass was reflected in the polished
mirror of the table. Add to that the splendour of
scarlet Mess kit; of waiters trained as they
used to be, prewar ; of the best offstage music,
while dinner was taken, that the Marines can
provide, and one gets a setting rich enough to
make any mouth water, a setting which many
of us had feared we would never see again—one
which some, alas ! had never seen before.
Finally a word about motorcars. Gone are
the days—and gone, too, it seems, are the
motorcars—when the road in front of the Mess
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or in the vicinity of every Company Office was
the unofficial parking place for lines of smart
new saloons, all set for that quick dash to Lon
don or for that golfing weekend; of slick
looking, fast twoseaters, particularly well
suited for operations after dark; or of the
occasional shootingbrake, so essential for
getting one's additional bits and pieces to and
from manoeuvres. In their place we find—when
he remembers to put some oil into it—Capt.
Griffin's brown and yellow monster, faintly
reminiscent of a 3rd Class carriage on the
G.W.R. ; two rather nondescript products of
the Nuffield group, the property of Lieuts.
Grugeon and Griffin ; a neat little grey number
belonging to Major ffrench Blake ; a rattling
black one owned by the SecondinCommand;
and—purposely left until the end—the single
headlamped, behooded, sinisterlooking beetle,
escaped, it seems, from under some long
forgotten boulder and recently decarbonized
by its proud owner, Lieut. Mullins. We under
stand that this intricate operation was
performed unintentionally and that the original
design had been an afternoon of mere plug
cleaning. Then in some mystifying way,
importantlooking portions either became mis
laid or accidentally fell into the sump, and in
no time at all the garage floor was littered with
big ends and small ends, pistonrings and
gaskets, valvesprings and little pieces of Lieut.
Mullins' fingers. Equally gratifying apparently,
was the cosy way in which, a matter of hours
later, everything went back into its rightful
place, leaving nothing over.
But the allimportant thing is, after all, that
we can still get from A to B, even if it takes us
just a little longer to do so.

Sports Reports
The weather and the fact that a large proportion of
the Battalion has been on leave has curtailed much of
the Battalion Sport this past month. Persistent rain
caused the sports ground to be put Out of Bounds, and
there have been few matches ; accounts of them appear
below.
There has been only one Rugger match—a highly
successful one and a tribute to some very keen support
and some enthusiastic coaching.
Boxing is another sport on the verge of headlines and
next month there should be accounts of bouts in the
individual championships in which we have half a dozen
entries.
Basket Ball and CrossCountry Running will be
coming into their own this coming month and we wish
Pte. Gallins (A.C.C. attached to this Battalion) the best
of luck in his attempt in the Army individual Cross
Country Championships.

Soccer is covered very fully by the Soccer Officer,
but next month there should be a considerable amount
of news from this quarter.

HOCKEY

Owing to the heavy rainfall this month we have
played very little Hockey. However we have had two
good Sunday games with the Dover Hockey Club. The
ground was very wet but we held our own until just
before the end when we were eventually beaten 6—3.
Dowling scored two good goals, and he was well
supported by C/Sgt. Seymour and Murphy in the half
line.
In the return game on our own ground we played
more together and there was a better display of good
Hockey. We were unlucky to lose (2—1) to a goal
scored from a short corner. Dowling scored our only
goal and some stout play was put in by DrumMajor
Moyes in goal, who brought off one miraculous save by
heading round the post. We have some more fixtures
this month and hope to record ohr first victory in the
near future.
Sevenaside Hockey was played in the Gym. one
Wednesday afternoon when all the grounds were Out
of Bounds. It was run as a KnockOut competition,
and one of the Support Company teams won. Although
the standard of play was not very high the afternoon
was enjoyed by all who took part.
A hockey pitch is going to be marked out on the
Square, and in future when the grounds are too wet
we shall be able to use this pitch, provided that a more
serious form of military training is not in progress.
SOCCER

Since our return from the Middle East our main
endeavour has been to train as a team, and to acclimatise
ourselves to the heavier grounds encountered in England.
Heavy rain has often made pitches unsuitable for play,
and actual practice has been limited, to a few matches.
However, Gym. practice twice a week has loosened
the muscles, and blackboard strategy has shown its
advantages on the field. Our ambition has been to
play two or even three matches each Wednesday, one
a league game, and the other two being friendlies to
exercise any likely talent for the first team.
In the league we have played two matches. The
first played at home was against the Folkestone Police.
The match, which was played on a heavy ground, was
keenly contested. For the greater part of the first half
our forwards were pressing, but due to over keenness
several good chances were wasted, and an early goal
scored in our favour was soon neutralised after the
resumption when the Police began to have more of the
game. Our men pressed hard for the last ten minutes
but a determined defence held us out, and the game
finished in a draw 1—1.
Our second match was played against the School of
Infantry at Hythe. The following is a spectator's
description of the play, which ended in a 4 goals to 1
victory to us.
After weeks of rain and mire it was a great treat to
see the sun beaming down on us, and we left Old Park
feeling very optimistic.
Our opponents, the School of Infantry, stood half
way up the league, but after our spirited display against
the Folkestone Police we were very confident of success,
and all the more keen to raise ourselves from the foot
of the table.
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The team consisted of L/Cpl. Bailey, Pte. Green,
Cpl. Flannigan, Ptes. Martin, Stansbie, Wood, Sparrow,
Capt. McGrath, Cpl. Dean, Ptes. Kearey and Tuohy.
Straight from the start The Buffs went into the attack,
only to be baulked by a slide tackle from the left back.
Play settled down and the ball was kept mostly in
midfield, whilst the players tried to accustom themselves
to the slippery conditions. Our forwards were playing
together well, but inclined to dally in the goal area,
and two chances of first time shots were smothered.
Following a heavy attack on the left wing, The Buffs
forced a corner, and from the resulting kick taken by
Kearey with his right foot, the ball curved into the net.
There was no further score in the first half and The
Buffs changed over one up.
Our lead was soon neutralised after the resumption,
when from a break through the Schools centre equalised.
In contradiction to previous matches this goal rather
than disheartening the team seemed to inspire the
Buffs, and they were now well on top, with well thought
out moves down both wings. In one of many attacks
down the left, the ball came through to Capt. McGrath
standing 20 yards out. With complete deliberation
he picked his position and lobbed the ball over the
advancing goalkeeper's head into the top of the goal.
Not many minutes later we were awarded a penalty,
and from the spot kick, Kearey again scored to make
The Buffs 3—1 up. The School were now entirely on
the defence, and had given up all attempts to save the
game, and seemed resigned to keep the score as low as
possible. Tuohy on the left wing was putting in some
good work, and standing up to the strain of a hard first
match well : running round the right back he made a
short pass back to the inside who pushed it through to
Sparrow standing unmarked on the right edge of the
penalty area. Sparrow shaping up as if to shoot, passed
it into the centre where Capt. McGrath connected with
a low left foot shot towards the corner of the net. A
valiant effort to stop it by the right back was unsuccessful
and the ball entered the net, to make the score 4—1
and to complete the scoring. There had been a marked
improvement in the team this match, and I do not
think there will be many difficulties in the future. Keep
it up Buffs.
The second team's one fixture did not turn out so
successful. Playing again the R.E.M.E., at Ashford,
they were beaten 4—2. The team : Pte. Fuller ; Ptes.
Lincoln and Seal; Sgts. Stremes, Gardner and L/Cpl.
McGonigal; Ptes. Fisher, Hunt, Cpl. Dyer, D/M.
Moyes and Pte. Nichols. On a pitch more suited to
mud fights the well balanced home team were a much
better combination than The Buffs, who seemed to have
difficulty in finding their men. For the first quarter of
an hour The Buffs were superior, and it was only stout
defence by the R.E.M.E. that kept the ball out of the
net. Once settled down, however, the R.E.M.E., whose
two wing forwards were prominent, were continually in
the attack, and big gaps showed down the centre of
The Buffs defence.
From two of these passes down the centre goals were
scored 0 and it was surprising that more were not.
From a good centre by Fisher Cpl. Dyer scored for
The Buffs just on halftime to reduce the arrears. In
the second half the Buffs played better but so did the
R.E.M.E. who again scored twice to once for the Buffs
by Nicholls who made up for two missed open goals in
the first half.
For the Buffs Fisher was the outstanding player,
with Cpl. Dyer trying hard, but with little cooperation

from his inside forwards. 1 think perhaps that
the Buffs tried to play too closely on a muddy pitch,
and had not the necessary length of kick to clear down
the wings.
This match was refereed by Pte. Leaney who is getting
many offers for matches, by teams who have encountered
him, and have found him very efficient.
Pte. Stansbie has been playing regularly for Dover
Reserves in the Kent League, and is getting quite a
reputation with the local inhabitants. Sgt. Partridge,
who played for Dover last week in goal, has also earned
himself a reputation of a different nature. He has
played so many brilliant games in goal for the Battalion
and for the Combined Services in Khartoum, and had
the misfortune to let a ball go through his legs. What
was more disheartening to the Dover supporters,
however, was that this goal was sufficient to eliminate
Dover from the Cup.
RUGGER
BATTALION XV v AN R.A.M.C. XV
Rugger in the Battalion was at a low ebb until our
first victory on Wednesday, 28th February. Stalwart
efforts to raise a XV by Lieut. Mullins had met with
limited success but with regular training and practice
we have a fairly strong side and promising results are
hoped for during the remainder of the season.
With two defeats to our name it was with some
trepidation that we took the field against a reputedly
strong R.A.M.C. XV who had decisively beaten our
predecessors, The Somerset Light Infantry. However,
from start to finish the team never gave up trying.
The forwards admirably led by Lieut. Mullins were
always to the fore and nearly always got the ball both
in the loose and set scrums and in the lineout where
Lieut. Griffin was supreme.
L/Cpl. Gaudin hooked very well indeed throughout
the game. As a result the play in the first half was
practically confined to our opponents' half of the field.
The first score came some few minutes before the
interval when Major Crichton kicked a neat penalty
from an easy position, though the forwards should have
scored twice but spoilt movements through over keenness.
In the second half the Buffs never relaxed their
pressure, and in fact scored from the kick off. A forward
rush set in motion by Lieut. Mullins resulted in a try
by 2/Lieut. West, who was supported by Lieut. Griffin.
The kick at goal just failed, a good effort from a wide
angle. The R.A.M.C. were a little shaken by this
onslaught but recovered quickly and on several occasions
our backs were hard pressed, and twice were only saved
by grand low tackles by Cpl. Edwards at full back.
Our threequarters were fairly sound in defence but
could not get going in attack despite some very steady
play by Major Crichton at standoff, and again it was
the forwards who looked more likely to score. Once
2/Lieut. Gatehouse dribbled away with ample support
but the try was disallowed for a previous infringement.
Unfortunately one of our opponents had an argument
with a goal post trying to stop this rush and had to
leave the field ; in fact a spate of injuries, all among
our opponents, slowed up the game at this stage.
From a scrum in front of the posts there was a quick
heel and 2/Lieut. Wicker at scrum half threw the ball
straight back to Major Crichton who dropped a "picture"
goal to make the final score 9—0.
The forwards played an excellent game throughout
and showed themselves a speedy and efficient pack.
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Farewell Guest Night

The threequarters in defence were fairly steady but
their running and passing in attack must improve,
and Cpl. Edwards at full back gave one or two anxious
moments but he tackled like a demon by way of
compensation.
The team was Cpl. Edwards, Cpl. Scott, 2/Lieut.
MonckMason, Lieut. Grugeon, L/Cpl. Kay, Major
Crichton, 2/Lieut. Wicker, 2/Lieut. Gatehouse, Cpl.
Foxall, 2/Lieut. West, Lieut. Mullins, Lieut. Griffin,
Cpl. Warrey, L/Cpl. Gaudin, Pte. Riley.

Sergeants' Mess
Contrary to the expectations of many, February has
been rather a quiet month in the Mess. This was largely
due to the fact that a proportion of the Battalion have
been finishing their leave, which for many members has
resulted in an increase of work with limited manpower.
To add to these difficulties C.S.M.s White, Faulkner,
Ball and Maker, O.R.Q.M.S. Russell and Sgt. Noy are
away at Shorncliffe for an intensive course in preparation
for the forthcoming examination for the Army First
Class Education Certificate. We wish them all the very
best of luck.
Sgt. Larkings has once again taken over the duties
of Mess Caterer and is to be seen rugmaking behind
the bar every evening when the demand for liquid
refreshment has been met,
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Early in the month we all attended a "Welcome
Home Dance", kindly arranged by the local authorities.
The absence of a Bar caused a certain amount of
comment from some of our thirstier members, but we
must become used to these old English customs.
A representative party attended at the Depot
Sergeants' Mess Dinner Night and we thank them all
for a very enjoyable evening. A number of old friends
were met and conversations beginning with "Do you
remember . . . ?" were frequently heard throughout the
evening. We look forward to many more pleasant
gatherings now that we are all together, and no doubt
we shall give a greater exhibition of our skill with the
"arrows" when we play them on our home ground.
We were privileged on 1st March to have both our
new and our past Commanding Officers present at our
Dinner Night. The R.S.M. welcomed Lieut.Colonel
J. F. Connolly, who assumed command on that day
and bade farewell to Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry who
was leaving us.
Col. Parry in his reply thanked the Mess for their
support in the past and asked for a continuance of the
present standard.
We look forward to further happy service under our
new Commanding Officer,
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Corporals' Club
It is with a supreme effort of concentration and
application that, for the first time in my association
with the Club, I put pen to paper and delve into the
happenings of the past month in order to bring to you,
once more, the monthly article in The Dragon ; I hope
that I shall be able to maintain the high standard
already set by my predecessor.
Last month's article was, not unnaturally, very short,
but it ended with the hope that as time wore on more
material for the Club would become available ; although
there has been nothing of outstanding import, I feel
that in one way or another the Club's life is becoming
more and more active. This is no doubt due to the fact
that many of our colleagues having been recently on
leave, have now returned to swell our numbers to the
usual proportions.
Very early in the month we had our first Mess Meeting
of the year which was well attended considering the
numbers on leave. The main item approved during the
Meeting was the organisation of a dance to be held at
some future date—now fixed for March 31st—and
that, after a long debate, it was agreed to spend a'
certain amount of the Mess Funds for the necessary
requirements for such an occasion. I have been in
touch with Cpl. Colyer, our new President, who informs
me that this dance will be the best yet produced.
There have been many noticeable changes in the
general appearance of the Club Room. The clock and
dart board, which are quietly removed at night into the
safe custody of the Guard Room, have been joined by
a new and very smart Notice Board.
In writing these notes I am sure that I express a
feeling which is shared by all of us in the Club now
that Lieut.Colonel Parry, so long in the service of this
Regiment, has had to leave us. Normally speaking we
like to convey the peculiar impression that we have
no personal feelings towards our superior officers,
except those of unfavourable bias ; but I know that
this is but a "front", so that when we cheered him as
he drove down the road through our ranks, to the
strains of Auld Lang Syne, there were many of us who
felt sad to see him go. We wish him Bon Voyage, and
all good cheer in whatever his new position may be.
Almost with the same breath we were welcoming the
arrival of our new C.O., Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly,
and hope he will not find us too much of a handful.
The Club was well represented in a rugby match
against the R.A.M.C. the other Wednesday afternoon.
Although alarming reports had been circulated about
this team we proceeded to show them that, although
many of us had not played for some considerable time,
with team work and bags of drive we could prevent
them from scoring a single point.
During the month there have been a number of
additions to the Club through the medium of promotion,
and we wish all newcomers a hearty welcome and hope
they will soon settle down to our way of life. Certain
members seem to have become infected lately with
American mannerisms—in preparation, we hear,, for
the expected arrival of American troops in Dover !
Upon entering the Mess (through the righthand door,
please !) one will undoubtedly be greeted with the
salutation "At ease, Men", or "Prepare for combat
fatigue". We also hear a great deal about Ranchers
and Deputy Sheriffs, and if there are any who are not
aware as to whom these, and other, appropriate terms
refer, then it is suggested that they become informed
by some of the more sage, as this might be of infinite
advantage in times to come,

"A" Company
Since our last notes, much water has flowed under
the bridges ; much more has fallen from the heavens.
It is with great regret that at the end of the month
we said goodbye to Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry,
who is leaving the Battalion after completing his tenure
of Command. We tender to him and his family every
good wish for the future.
It is not easy to find much to say of our activities
during February since another period of leave for most
members of the Company has resulted in there being
little or no training done by anyone except the recruits ;
this has resulted in the Regulars doing the perpetual
round of guards and fatigues which, to say the least of
it, is rather souldestroying. However that usually
reliable "grapevine" is spreading stories of times, not
too distant, in which we shall get down to some honest
togoodness Training somewhere up in East Anglia.
During much of the month we have been without
our secondincommand, who after a few days' leave
has gone to be assistant gamekeeper in East Anglia,
in other words Range Warden at Stanford in Norfolk.
We have also missed C.S.M. White, who has been
trying to get on terms with that superior knowledge
which it is necessary for him to have in order to obtain
his 1st Class Certificate of Education. It is rumoured
that of an evening he is to be seen with his feet on the
fender and a cold towel around his head attempting to
fathom the intricacies of trigonometrical formulae, the
obstrusities of quadratic equations, and the perplexing
problems of Pythagoral and other kindred subjects ;
our sympathies are with him as are our good wishes
when he sits for his examination in March.
Since information on the Continuation Training of the
recruits is to be found elsewhere in this issue, little will
be said about them here. It has been gratifying to see
the way in which they have buckled down to their work,
and they have developed an excellent esprit de corps in
the Company. Unfortunately we are losing some early
in March to the R.S.O., and more are expected to go to
"S" Company later on in the month ; it will be their
gain and our loss.
"B" Company
We would like, at the beginning of our notes this
month, to say goodbye and good luck to Lieut.Colonel
F. W. B. Parry, who relinquished command of the
Battalion at the end of February. All ranks of this
Company had served under him in Hong Kong or
Khartoum, and we were sorry to see him go. Halfway
through the month, Major ffrench Blake, who had
commanded the Company from July, 1949, until May,
1950, and then took over duties as SecondinCommand
of the Company under Major Jackson, left us to take
over command of "C" Company. Major ffrench Blake
had been with the Company for eighteen months
altogether, and although he has only been moved within
the Battalion, we were sorry to see him go.
Other departures this month have been Sgt. Elson,
Cpl. Belsey and Ptes. Mitten and Cox, who have been
posted to Brigade H.Q. Cpl. Belsey deserves our
congratulations as he was married during his leave.
It is understood that he is expecting to move into a
Married Quarter here during the next few weeks, but
with only about one point to his credit he must be
rather far down the list. However, during the last
four weeks several members of the Company have been
able to move into quarters either in barracks or up at
the Castle and Cpls. Foord and Nicholson, and Ptes.
Poyner and Fitzsimmons are now within easier reach
of their homes.
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We would like to take the opportunity of saying
goodbye to those members of the Company who have
volunteered to serve with the Middlesex Regiment in
Korea. They are L/Cpl. Day, Ptes. Arne11, Hasten,
Bradley, Hattam, Kent and Pooley and we wish them
the best of luck :, of course they are all familiar with
that part of the world, having served with the Battalion
in Hong Kong.
We are expecting to receive thirtyfive National
Servicemen from Shorncliffe who will do their six weeks'
continuation training with us. Sgt. Giblett, Cpls. Dyer,
Wagstaff and Nicholson are going to be responsible for
their training and general welfare during the coming
month, so they will be in capable hands.
. Life for the greater part of the Company has been
the usual round of guards and fatigues with a good
deal of time spent on weapon cleaning. The Barrack
rooms have been more like M.T. sheds during the last
few weeks judging by the amount of grease and petrol
there.
The last leave party has now arrived back and all are
again at their own jobs : Sgt. Giblett ably filled the
part of C.Q.M.S. while ColourSergeant Miles was on
leave, and Sgt. Gardner carried out the duties of C.S.M.
while C.S.M. Johnson was away.
We are looking forward to getting down to some real
training soon and no doubt our time will be used more
energetically during the next month than it has been
so far this year.
4 'C'' Company
Of primary importance this month has been the
changes in command on both Battalion and Company
level. No doubt Lieut.Colonel Parry's departure is
covered elsewhere but we cannot let him go without
saying how much we shall miss him and to wish him
the very best of good fortune in the future. We welcome
Lieut.Colonel Connolly as our new C.O. and are already
wondering what influence the Div. Battle School at
Tripoli can have had upon him.
On the Company level there have been numerous
changes combined with absence on courses or leave,
so much so that more than one puzzled member of the
Company on returning from 21 days' leave has been
heard to say, "Who on earth is Company Commander ?"
In the middle of the month Capt. Thorneycroft was
posted to the War Office to the annoyance of everyone,
most of all himself, for he was comfortably ensconced
in Dover and within a week he was gone. He will be
much missed by the Company, for he has been either in
Command or SecondinCommand since the Hong Kong
days and few can have done more for the Company.
His interest in every aspect of the Company, whether
training, sport or anything else, has been tremendous
and in the Battalion he was Sports Officer and Cricket
Officer, and a tower of strength at rugger. But now we
no longer see him and his "Baby" Austin which "looked
as though it should belong to an elderly spinster" as
someone remarked. We welcome Major M. A. O'B.
ffrench Blake to the Company, complete with smali
grey Austin of a slightly more masculine appearance,
and blue roan cocker spaniel puppy of a shy disposition
but past the crucial age to the relief of the Company
Runner. During the handover Major ffrench Blake
was on leave and Capt. French the 2 i/c was away on a
Messing Course, 2/Lieut. Minto was on leave, 2/Lieut
West was involved with continuation Training and
2/Lieut. Gatehouse was acting W.T.O. It left the
Company understaffed to say the least, so Capt. Dubois
filled the breach for ten days until the rightful Company
Commander returned ; little wonder that there was
some bewilderment at the turn of events.

In the middle of the month 19 men arrived from
Shorncliffe to be given six weeks' Continuation Training
in the Company ; one was immediately posted to the
Royal Signals at Catterick but 18 remain and have now
completed a fortnight's training; 2/Lieut. West is
Platoon Commander, and Sgts. Middleton, Ivory and
Cpl. Nobes complete the team. The training is fairly
comprehensive and the instructing team are the envy
of others in the Company, for they have a definite and
fairly exacting day's work, which is quite a change.
A tribute to Capt. Thorneycroft's administrative*
flair has been the way the Company has been organised
for leave. Practically everyone in the Company has
had the full 21 days entitlement except one or two
essential bodies but they perhaps drew consolation
from the fact that they were indispensable. The net
result has been of course that there has been little
activity in the Company this past month; the wheels
turned but there has been nothing over and above this
rotation.
In the same way lack of man power, combined with
the positively indecent way the weather has behaved,
has made our sporting activities negligible. 2/Lieuts.
West and Gatehouse and Cpl. Warrey played for the
Battalion Rugger Team which had a successful match
against the R.A.M.C. ; Ptes. Stansbie, Fuller, Nicholls
and Lincoln have played in Battalion Soccer matches.
Cpl. Stoakes has returned from a P.T. course and is
now almost insufferably the complete P.T.I. We gather
that he is to be in charge of the Gym. in future.
Major Gray was down during the earlier part of the
month, looking very fit. We gather he has found a job
very much to his liking.
"SP" Company
After many years in the Army, one becomes hardened
to constant changing of command and is oblivious to
any nostalgic feeling. All of us, however, regardless of
our service, were very sorry to see Col. Parry's tenure
of command draw to a close, and it was a very sad
gathering that assembled to wish au revoir to him to
the strains of Auld Lang Syne, on Friday, March 2nd.
Many of us had been under his command for two years
or more, and during that time he had won our respect
and admiration. Col. Parry joined the Battalion at
rather a critical stage, for at that time the morale of
practically all units was quickly ebbing away, the post
War rot had begun, and there were no mean problems
which confronted the C.O. of an active service Battalion.
Yet, in those somewhat dark and foreboding days,
Col. Parry surmounted the apparently insurmountable
with unfailing energy and, in spite of them all, retained
his sense of humour ; he gave us both good confidence
and good cheer. This is indeed an example we all might
follow.
A twentyeight day month gives an ideal excuse for
brevity in this month's Company writings, and un
fortunately we have to admit that our activities have
been somewhat curtailed by the absence of many of
the Company on leave. However, with the beginning
of March, our idle moments will be over, and training
will then begin in earnest.
Lack of equipment will be no excuse, for each day
presents another problem for our harassed storemen.
The return of no less than six of our N.C.O.s from
Support Weapons Courses at Warminster will stand us
in good stead, and the latest methods in training will be
rapidly adopted by the Company. The results all give
need for congratulations, particularly to Cpl. Bassett,
who did exceptionally well in the Mortar Course.
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The urge for leave has even extended to our Officers,
and both Capt. Barrett and Lieut. Thomas have absented
themselves for a short while. However, Lieut. Thomas
has been on a Hygiene Course during his absence, the
result of which we hope will prove satisfactory.
Although only working at half strength "S" Company
has been of assistance to both "A" and "C" Companies
by giving those newcomers on continuation training
some idea of what a Support Company, and its arms,
are in modern warfare. The tie with the 4th Battalion
has also been strengthened by a social evening in.
Folkestone. Our hosts, "D" Company, certainly showed
us that they do not waste their training evenings, beating
us at both darts and shooting ! However, further visits
are planned, and on future occasions we hope to leave
with at least one victory.
The weather has been a severe handicap to our
otherwise full fixture list, and only once have we been
able to show our metal on the sports field ; then it was
in a Hockey knockout competition in the Gym., which
we won after a hard struggle with H.Q. Company.
In passing, congratulations to Ptes. Green,  Pedder
and Pinwell, who swell our depleted number of N.C.O.s.

H.Q. Company
COMPANY H.Q.
Things are back to normal at last; with the exception
of the C.S.M., all the staff are toeing the line daily at
0830 hours.
L/Cpl. Reeve returned from leave just in time, because
if his "In" tray had been filled further we would have
had to use the floor. It's all very well for somebody to
knock out Company Detail, but filing and despatch
books, letters and charge sheets are quite another
matter. He poisoned his arm whilst on leave, but it is
apparently no deterrent to his work.
L/Cpl. Mitchell, budding Company Orderly Sergeant,
referee on matters of taste and discipline, defender of
the faith and gourmet of the dinner table, has been on
the active list since Cpl. Scott went on leave. Making
the daily Parade State seems incredibly comprehensive
and the frown of concentration creasing his brow lends
weight to the theory.
Weddings and engagements are in the air ; Pte.
Shields, assistant Pay Clerk, hopes to get married on
the 24th of this month ; L/Cpl. Reeve becomes engaged
on the 26th April, and Cpl. Swain plans to wed in July.
All the Staff having secured firm invitations to these
happy occasions are assured of gay times ahead. L/Cpl.
Mitchell is, of course, already married.
Two of the Staff, 2/Lieut. Wicker and Cpl. Scott,
represent Company H.Q. in Battalion Rugger ; Capt.
McGrath needs no introduction to his sporting prowess.
C.S.M. Maker, we hear, is in hospital, and we hope
that he will soon be up and about again.

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

The Orderly Room, as always, has been the scene of
unswerving conscientiousness to matters which have
Often threatened to overwhelm those involved in them.
Withthe O.R.Q.M.S. on a course at Shorncliffe and
ColourSergeant Webb at Warwick, Cpl. Edwards has
maintained sole control of the many small but vital
details which constitute the true foundation of all
military efficiency.

Pte. Mills and L/Cpl. Willcox have both returned
from leave, ready once more to hurl themselves into the
continual struggle against disorganisation. The latter
is now living with his wife near Canterbury, and as
4 o'clock approaches he may occasionally be seen to
give a stealthy glance in the direction of the Orderly
Room clock.
Pte. Jar vis is still with us, but for how long, nobody
knows. The problem which occupies many minds is,
"What made him volunteer ?".
The new inmates seem to be settling down well,
although none of them seem to understand that Reveille
is blown at six fortyfive not only for the benefit of the
majority, but also for the Duty Clerk.
This contributor, in closing, would like to express his
eternal gratitude to his predecessor and thank him for
his most gentlemanly introduction. He would also
like to deny the rumour that he was unwillingly forced
into the job.
M.T. PLATOON
Since the arrival of the Battalion in England the
Platoon has undergone great changes in that Sgt. Press,
Cpl. Joynes, Ptes. Gentle, Armstrong, Day and Turner
have all left us in preference for Brigade H.Q. However,
we do still see them quite often.
The Platoon has been nearly at a standstill owing to
members completing their leave periods. However, we
are all together again with the exception of our Tech.
Sergeant, Sgt. Marsh. The question now is, "When is
the next leave ?".
We all wish the Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel
F. W. B. Parry, all the best of luck on his departure
from the Battalion, and also success in whatever his
next appointment may be.
Hearty congratulations to Pte. Kearey on his coming
in second in the Battalion CrossCountry Race, and
also for his many appearances in the Battalion Soccer
Team. Pte. Seal also shares in this.
We offer a sincere welcome to Ptes. Packham, Wilson,
Townsley and Williams to the M.T. Platoon. May their
stay be a long and happy one.
The past month has been quite a bad one as far as
accidents are concerned. However, since the M.T.O.
has returned from leave there haven't been any, so it
certainly seems as though the M.T.O. won't be getting
any more leave !
THE BAND

It shouldn't prove such a hard task to report notes
for this publication, as the Band events were limited
owing to the whole Band being away on leave for three
weeks.
However, on two midday occasions we played in
the O.R.'s dining hall (memories of Khartoum !) to
the accompaniment of ammunition boots, knives, forks
and spoons.
A Dinner given by the British Legion for a member
50 years a V.C. earlier in the month gave us afi Impor
tunity of playing a programme of music which was
very much appreciated. This might be termed as our
first major engagement since returning to England.
The brevity of these notes prompts me to give a
forecast of tentative Band engagements for the remainder
of this year. They include a week at Colchester, Festival
of Britain events, entertaining at certain seaside resorts
and at towns such as Canterbury and Maidstone.
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Our first Dance Band engagement takes place next
week at Folkestone's East Cliff Hall. This is the Past
and Present Dinner and Dance at which we hope to
see many "past and present" faces.
We played our late C.O., Lieut.Colonel Parry, out
of the barracks when he left us on March 2nd ; needless
to say we were all very sorry to see him go. We welcome
his successor, Lieut.Colonel Connolly, and hope he
won't find the Band wanting.

SIGNAL PLATOON

The main theme of the last month has been leave.
A very depleted Platoon has been carrying out its
normal functions of Exchange and Office duties.
Cpl. Walker and Pte. Coppard are still assisting at
the Officers' Mess, whilst our R.S.O. (promoted from
M/C to Rolls/R) is nearing the end of his duties as P.M.C.
During the past week Cpls. Miller and Hibburd have
been taking the R.A. on a short refresher course. We
trust that they will not return with the impression
that it takes a crew of four to handle a rifle.
Sgt. Stremes, in his capacity of Acting C.S.M., C/S.,
Mess Caterer, Mess Treasurer, and Football represent
ative, has managed to pay us an occasional visit, with
orders for forthcoming "Entertainments". The main
forthcoming attraction is the arrival of numerous men
to the Platoon, and the beginning of a concentrated
month's course. We have no doubt that the young hands
will soon fit in to the rhythm of the Platoon.
Sgt. FI03M does not appear so fervent in his descrip
tions of matrimonial bliss these days.
Ptes. Tuohy and Bean are shortly leaving us for
Korea. They are diligently studying their Wantsai
notes, and delving into the art of chewing gum. The
very best of luck to them both.
Pte. Pennicard seems to be a bosom friend of the
Provost Sergeant. At least we have seen him in his
company a great deal the last seven days. . . . Contented
bliss say some. . . . The initials are the same anyway.
From the mud and mire we bid readers adieu till
sunnier days (we hope).

ADMINISTRATION PLATOON

In concluding last month's notes we mentioned that
work overruled leisure, and we can really say the same
for this month, as all members of the Platoon have
really been hard at it. There is still the occasional
signboard that needs repairing and painting, and
stores to be opened and checked, but we can honestly
say that we have really got a grip on work now—so
much so that a few members of the Platoon are beginning
to think that they will be able to get some of their
accumulated python leave under the "Staggered leave"
system.
We welcome a new member to the Quartermaster's
staff this month—Sgt. Pendle. He has stepped in to
take over the task of G.1098 Clerk, in place of Sgt.
Bednell who recently had a nasty accident on the
Rugby field.
The latter has now gone on leave to
recuperate and we hope to see him back with us again
soon, fit and ready for more work !
In the sporting line our activities have been limited,
owing to the pressure of work, but soon we hope to get
.out on the fields and really show our paces.

Continued on p. 66
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Beneath Bell Harry
T N spite of the obvious
* air of expectancy
which pervades the
Depot due to its forth
coming reactivation,
details of the change
over are not yet firm.
It may suffice, there
fore, to say that in
the course of the next
three months the pre
sent establishment be
comes
the
Home
Counties Brigade De
pot, incorporating
within it the present
Depot, which will be responsible for its own
recruits. In all probability, the New Infantry
Barracks will contain the present Regimental
Headquarters and the recruits, while Wemyss
Barracks will hold and carry out the advanced
training for all regiments in the Group.
Welcome visitors during the month included
the Colonel of the Regiment, Lt.Col. F. W. B.
Parry, Lt.Col. J. F. Connolly, 2/Lieut. M. P.
St. F. Dracopoli and 2/Lieut. M. W. Ward
(both recently gazetted to the Regiment from
Sandhurst) and Commandant Tence of the
French Colonial Infantry.

Sergeants' Mess
The month of March opened with a certain amount
of elation at the prospects that the near future will
bring us a much more satisfactory mode of life here at
the Depot. Soon we hope to become a hive of military
activity, and once again put to its proper use the very
excellent Barracks in which we are so fortunate to riside.
However, now is not the time to dwell on the future
events, we just look forward to these changes taking
place, and hope that very soon we shall be able to
write of their actual functioning.
A most important occasion for the Mess during the
past month was our February Dining In Night, at
which we were hosts to 9 W.O.s and Sergeants from
the 1st Battalion. For quite a long time we have been
looking forward to the opportunity of entertaining
brother W.O.s and Sergeants from the active Battalion
which has just returned home after its long tour of
service overseas. The guests from the 1st Battalion
were R.S.M. Weeks, W.O.s II Excell, Calloway, White,
C/Sgt. Webb, Sgts. Noy, Smissen and Jackson and last
but not least Bandmaster Sharpe who had been our
guest on other occasions.
It was a great pleasure to welcome these Members
from the 1st Battalion to our Sergeants' Mess here at
the Home of The Buffs ; and we sincerely hope that in
spite of future commitments, both in the 1st Battalion
and here at the Depot, this function will be the fore
runner of many more such gatherings of Buff W.O.s
and Sergeants. As always, Sgt. Shaw and his Staff
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Guest Night
produced an excellent dinner which was served on a
very well laid table. By kind permission of Lieut.Col.
H. S. Knocker we were loaned the Latham Centre
Piece which gave that extra Regimental finish to the
Dining Table. O.R.Q.M.S. Kennard, with the aid of a
ladder and a couple of extra lights, took a very good
photograph of the company seated, and we hope that
this will find a place in The Dragon.
After the Mess Dinner at which the "King" and
"ColonelinChief" were toasted, the Dart Board and
Billiard Table came into their own. Here honours were
even. Many of the guests drifted into the inevitable
conversation on current events from the Battalion and
the Depot, thus making the evening most pleasant and
enjoyable. We thank R.S.M. Weeks and his brother
W.O.s and Sergeants for this popular visit and again
repeat, may it be the first of many.

The Mess remains at the same strength as last month.
C/Sgt. Gaskill is shortly to move to Mons O.C.S.,
Aldershot, so we wish him the best of luck, and hope
he has enjoyed his short stay here with us. C/Sgt.
Day and Sgt. Edwards are now on an "Intensive" at
Shorncliffe, and we wish them both every success in
the forthcoming First Class Examinations.
Now that the Decorators have finished the painting
of the Mess it is looking very spic and span ; and with
Sgt. Shaw's untiring efforts as Mess Caterer we are
indeed very comfortable. An improvement in the
weather and the 'flu situation has brought our fortnightly
Whist Drive attendance back nearer to the normal
numbers.
In closing we send Greetings to Buffs everywhere,
and extend a very hearty welcome to any W.O.s and
Sergeants passing this way.
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4th Battalion
ALTHOUGH it is the
^shortest month of the
year, a great amount was
fitted into February by
various members of this
Battalion.
The month started with
ten officers attending the
District Exercise "Father
Tiber" at Hythe. This was
enjoyed by all and was very
interesting and instructive.
On 6th February we had an
Officers' Signal Exercise in
Canterbury. This was well
attended and if only the
wireless sets had been cooperative would have
been a great success ! Perhaps after a little
more instruction we shall be able to get a
message through to the "Landlord" next time.
Although on the day before the exercise the
"Landlord's" set had worked very well from
his armchair in his house, it didn't do so on the
day and he had to set himself up on the roof.
On 25th February we had an outdoor exer
cise at Hythe, which proved very successful.
The Commanding Officer must be congratulated
on choosing about the only fine day during the
month to hold this exercise.
We are very pleased to welcome 2/Lieut.
Crowdy to the Officers' Mess and congratulate
him on gaining his commission.
We also congratulate Major Taylor and the
"S" Company AntiTank Gun detachment on
their debut as film stars. This week they are
appearing in Ramsgate in the United Artists
Production The Dark Man. This was the film
made during our Camp last year and was
originally to be called Man Detained.
Finally for the remark of the month, made
in all seriousness by the wife of a distinguished
officer of this Battalion to the Adjutant during
a most successful party : "Surely, Hugh, your
job as Adjutant is only parttime. What is
your real job ?".
H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
Considering the inclement weather experienced during
February the attendances at Drill Nights have been
extremely good, and training has continued in spite of
these difficulties.
Our worthy P.S.I, is struggling hard at the moment
trying to get his first class certificate of Education.
So we don't see so very much of him these nights.
Nearly all the Senior N.C.O.s attended a Battalion
Exercise at Hythe on the 25th and had a really good
day with a splendid opportunity to test their knowledge
in tactics. Our Signals Officer led the party.

We would like to offer to Pte. White our sincere
congratulations on the birth of a daughter, Sandra
Maureen, on New Year's Day. Sorry that these con
gratulations are a bit late but better late than never.
A hearty welcome goes to Pte. Gower who has changed
his National Service engagement to that of a volunteer.
We wish him a long and happy stay with us.
We say goodbye to Sgt. Hoare who has left us for
other employment.
With the advent of brighter evenings we are hoping
that soon we shall be able to get out on the ground for
training. The only drawbacks, as far as we can see,
are that we require far more volunteers in the Company
to make this type of training really interesting and
fine evenings.
"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate & Sandwich)
With such an "austerity" aspect to the weather all
training except for one day has been confined to the
Drill Hall. However attendances have been very good
and much useful work has been accomplished.
The day out was in the nature of a tactical exercise
at Hythe, which was attended by the Senior N.C.O.s of
the Company. Despite the extremely cold weather a
most interesting day was enjoyed by all and it is hoped
that many lessons were learned.
As we go to press preparations are being made for
another Support Company weekend at Lydd which is
being held on the 17th and 18th March. Those signifying
their intention of attending number fourteen which
will enable us to put at least three detachments on to
the range.
We offer our congratulations to Mr. Crowdy on his
recent promotion to Second Lieutenant. We can only
wish him all the best in his new sphere and trust his
stay with us will be a long and happy one.
Capt. Balding and Lieut. Klean have attended
weekend courses during the past few weeks. They
appear to have gained valuable knowledge.
Sgt. Gullis also attended an "I" Course at Shorncliffe
for a weekend. It is debateable whether the knowledge
he gained will be of any use to him. At present his
many trips to Ramsgate are making serious inroads
into his capacity for absorbing military knowledge.
We offer our sympathy to Pte. Harnett who has
recently had his wife and children on the sick list and
trust that by now they have fully recovered.
To Sgt. Gabriel also we offer our sincerest wishes for
the speedy recovery of his youngest child who is in
hospital.
Our basket ball team continues to practice and hopes
later to take on outside teams. At the rate they destroy
electric light fittings however this may have to be
postponed, until there has been a change of P.S.I.s.
C.S.M. Excell has been seen in the town but up to
the moment has not put in an appearance at the Drill
Hall.
On Monday next at Ramsgate we will be entertaining
the local Branch of the Past and Present Association
and it is hoped that a real good evening will be enjoyed
by all present.
All officers are at the moment diligently cleaning their
blues and spurs for on Friday, 9th March, there is the
great annual occasion, the Territorial Army Officers'
Ball, which is again being held at the St. George's Hotel,
Cliftonville.
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"B" Company (Whitstable arid Herne Bay)
It is with deep regret that we have to say goodbye
to Lieut. Lewis, who has taken a new appointment in
Suffolk. He has done a lot of hard work for "B" Com
pany and we greatly appreciate all that he has done
and hope, that he will not forget us.
During the month one officer and two N.C.O.s attended
an Exercise at Hythe. We understand that they had
a very pleasant and instructive day (even in rubber
boots and without petrol) and increased their knowledge
of tactics.
Congratulations to Cpl. Thundow and L/Cpl. Owen
on their promotions and also we welcome two new
comers, Ptes. Aylmore and Birch, to the Company.
Our numbers and steadily increasing but we would
still like to see many more come along.
Our Miniature Range team has been active during
the month and beat both H.Q. and "S" Companies in
the Miniature Range League.
"D" Company (Folkestone)
The weather for the past month could not have been
worse, but as no doubt there have been many comments
on this subject there is no reason to dwell on it further.
The highlight of the month was the Battalion Exercise
"Hythe". The N.C.O.s particularly welcomed this
venture as in the past there has been many requests
within this Company for T.E.W.T.s on a more elaborate
scale than can be attempted by a Company.
We were glad to welcome back the C.S.M. after his
wellearned leave. Santa Claus read out with interest
last month's comments on his efforts.
Capt. WatsonAlexander and Lieut. Fynmore attended
a Method of Instruction Course during the month. In
Capt. WatsonAlexander's case it must have been
somewhat of a busman's holiday.
The antitank crews have managed to get in some
practice with the .22 adapter. This has proved very
popular. Unfortunately the gun is now in workshops
but we hope to get it back soon and get cracking again.
Talking of Workshops brings our mind to M.T. and we
wonder whether the C.S>.M. has a preference to antique
autos or is it just Hobson's choice.
We welcome a new recruit this month, Pte. Smith,
and we wish him a long and happy stay.
An outstanding item of the month was the visit of
members of the 1st Battalion. We enjoyed their visit
very much and we hope that the pleasure was mutual.
We confess that we are unable to suppress the glee at
the result of the Miniature Range Shooting Competition.
<4S"

Company (Ashford and Cranbrook)
There has been plenty of activity within the Company
this month. The Mortar Platoon has been putting in
some vigorous training in preparation for the Support
Company weekend. It is reported that Pte. Gorham
is now a key man in the Mortar Platoon in that he has
now gone from Number 2 to Number 3.
We paid a visit to "B" Company at Whitstable for a
Shooting and Darts match and, although we lost the
shooting, the competition was much closer than the
score suggests. Several members of the team only lost
by the odd point but we must congratulate Cpl. Wraight,
who, not only being the sole victor from the Company,
was also the top scorer of the evening with a 39.
We welcome Pte. Turley to the Cranbrook detachment
and hope that he will enjoy a long and happy stay.

Capt. Plunkett alid CpL Wraight llave been on art
AntiTank Gun Refresher Course at Netheravon and
we feel sure that the antitank detachment wiU^henefijt:
greatly from their uptodate knowledge.
:
Finally we congratulate Sgt. White whose/wife has]
presented him with another daughter.

1st Battalion, Administration VtMo<m~contifme(i
from page 63
;
Lieut. Grugeon spent a few weeks with us as assistant
Quartermaster, whilst the work of opening and issuing
various stores was being carried out. Now Sgt. Pendle
is checking up/and trying to find out just how much
surplus equipment the AntiTank Platoon really have'!
On the 1st of the month the melancholy event of
changeover of C.O.s took place, and we are torn between
regret at Lieut.Colonel Parry's departure and the
pleasure of Lieut.Colonel Connolly's arrival.
A few old members of the platoon who came home on
Python have, we hear, been posted to Malaya with
the 1st Battalion Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment; to them all we wish the best of luck, and
some day we hope to see them back with us again.
During the month we have had lectures from both
the Military and Civil Police, and we found it very
interesting to learn what really goes on behind the
scenes, to help keep us all on the right road.
One of the Old Soldiers of the Platoon, namely Pte.
Lawrence, has just reminded this correspondent that
he is due to go on leave within 24 hours. I think it best
that I double away sharply and pack my kit, but in
closing we wish Buffs everywhere, all the best!

INTELLIGENCE SECTION

Since the arrival of the Battalion at Old Park Barracks,
many people have been vainly looking for the Intelligence
Section, and the feeling has grown that they may have
been lost during the journey from Khartoum ! !
We now propose to set all of these fretful minds at
rest, by telling them that we are now to be lqcated in
the Weapon Training Office. The situation, as such,
works remarkably well, for with the aid of Sgt. Fusco
we have muddled along in our usual fashion.
Recently we have had a strength increase in the shape
of one Corporal Harrison, who we have been trying to
get into our clutches for a long time.
If a stranger should chance to look into the Intelligence
Office one morning, no doubt he would be surprised to
see Pte. Waldron serenely typing away with "Red"
(2/Lieut. Minto's dog) sitting upon his lap. Waldron
says that if only he can teach the dog to type better
than himself, there will be no need to send Pte. Johnson
upon his clerk's course which starts on March 9th.
On the receipt of two lastminute telephone calls,
the abovementioned private soldiers now find them
selves the sole representatives of the Company upon
the Welfare and Messing Committees, as well as running
the Civil Pay Section under the eagle eye of Captain
G. A. McGrath.
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Past and Present Association
Life Members
FEBRUARY 1ST—28TH, 1951

15/ Battalion.—Wardle, F., Cpl.
London Branch.—Neville, H. J., Vidler, F.
Heme Bay Branch.—Gannon, A. B. J., Capt.,
Beecham, R.
Grants
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
February, 1951, are :—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
20 10 0
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...
... 150 1 0
Past and Present Association
DONATIONS

Sergeants' Mess, 1st Battalion, The Buffs ...
Mr. A. H. Betts
...
...
...
...

£ s. d.
15 5
8 6

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 17th February at the
Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, S.W.I, with Mr. R. W. Billings in the
Chair.
The Chairman stated that he was occupying
the Chair in place of Mr. E. Tong, who was
unable to be present owing to illness in the
family. He also conveyed apologies from our
President, Major Enright, who was ill and from
VicePresident Captain G. J. Emery, who was
absent through business.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting which had been held on the
20th January. These were accepted and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence.
A NNUAL D INNER AND BALL.—Mr. Collins
said there would be a fourcourse dinner.
Tickets at 13/6 could be paid for by instalments
if desired. The Colonel of the Regiment had
provisionally accepted the invitation to attend.
The Gold Medal to be presented by the London
Branch to the best athlete of the year in the
1st Battalion would be presented to the winner
during the evening by the Branch President.
B UN P ENNY COLLECTION.—12/6.
 " D ARTS.—Mr. Collins announced the new
darts competition and said all entrants must
pay 3d. to enter and pay Id. for every score
under 11.
There being no further business, the meeting
was declared closed and the ladies asked to
joiiius.
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A meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant on Saturday, March 3rd. Owing to
the indisposition of Mrs. Spinner, Mrs. Coley
(ViceChairman) was in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes for the month of
February were read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from Mr. Tong, Mrs. Hewson and Mrs. Guy Lee,
and Mrs. Hawkins.
REGRETS.—Regrets were received from Mrs.
Spinner, Mrs. and Miss Enright, Mrs. Collins,
Mrs. Timns and Mrs. Billings.
WELCOME.—A welcome was given to Mrs.
Taylor after her recent accident, and to Mrs.
Buxton, Mrs. Gibbons, Mrs. Harman, Mrs.
Wittering and Bobbie after their illnesses.
SICK.—Mrs. Coley gave us news of Mrs.
Spinner, and told us she had been very ill, but
was making progress now. We are all sorry to
hear that Mrs. Tong is in hospital, recovering
from an eye operation—our best wishes.
Also, Mrs. Timns in hospital, and Mr. Hawkins,
recovering from a serious illness. Our very
best wishes to all sick members.
OUTING.—Mrs. Coley asked all members to
pay their money for Ramsgate. The subject of
tea was brought under discussion for May 13th,
and Mrs. Gibbons suggested contacting the
SergeantMajor at the Drill Hall to see if he
could arrange tea for us.
DINNER.—Members were again reminded to
book in for Guild Dinner on September 29th.
MONTHLY NOTICES.—It was decided to dis
continue sending out monthly notices, and
send one notice for the year.
RAFFLES.—Raffles were given by Mrs. Odell,
Mrs. Ricketts, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Catton, Mrs.
Harris, Mrs. Evans. Miss Barbara Cousens
gave a beautifully embroidered trolley cloth
with the Regimental Dragon most exquisitely
embroidered at each end, and she has requested
that the proceeds from the raffle go towards
the Carpet Fund. Our grateful thanks, ladies.
It was so nice to see Mrs. Stunt again after
her long absence.
This being all, the meeting closed, after which
we played darts, and were beaten by the men.
Maybe we'll get our own back sometime.
Dover Branch
Minutes of the monthly meeting held at
The Eagle Hotel, Thursday, 1st March, 1951,
7.30 p.m.
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Mr. White (ViceChairman) opened the
meeting.
The Committee met before the monthly
meeting to deal with four cases for relief.
These were satisfactorily dealt with.
The Minutes were read and confirmed.
MATTERS ARISING.—Dance date suggested
(June 29th). Rifle Match versus 1st Battalion,
Monday, 5th March. Invitation to Corporals'
Dance, 23rd March. Visit to Hythe Branch,
March 28th.
CORRESPONDENCE read by the Secretary.
Three members from 1st Battalion were
present at the meeting. Box Collection, 13/.
DARTS CUP.—The competition was started
and 16 entries were received. After an exciting
final between Mr. Steele and 22259070, Pte.
Bridges of the 1st Battalion, our visiting
member won. After the cup had been filled,
each drank his health. Bridges won 2—1.
LADIES' GUILD

Our Annual Meeting was held at the T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, on Thursday, 1st,
at 2.30 p.m.
Minutes of our last meeting were read and
confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was received
from Mrs. Perry thanking the Branch for such
a pleasant afternoon.
We were very pleased to welcome Mrs.
McWalters again and sincerely hope she enjoyed
her holiday.
We were very glad to welcome two of the
1st Battalion ladies as members—Mrs. Watts
and Mrs. Gardner, and sincerely hope to welcome
more.
Officers elected for the ensuing year were as
follows :—Mrs. J. Crookenden was again elected
Chairman. Committee Ladies : E. Carter, Barker,
Clark, Millington, Smallwood, Smith, Junr.,
Stevens, Willan and Wright.
Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

On Tuesday, February 13th some 48 members
and friends sent a very pleasant evening at
whist and supper at the Central Hotel. Our
guests of the evening were Colonel and Mrs.
Dean from Sittingbourne. The prizes for whist
were presented by Mrs. Dean, and in thanking
her, Mrs. Holt said how pleased we were to
have them with us, and in the name of the
Branch she asked Mrs. Medhurst, wife of

Alderman W. Medhurst, to present her with a
bouquet. In replying, Mrs. Dean said it was a
pleasure and both her husband and she had a
most happy evening.
A bowl of lilies of the valley and fern were
sent to Mrs. C. Cox, who through illness was
unable to be with us. A hearty vote of thanks
was given to Mr. and Mrs. C. Cox and staff
for a most excellent supper and their kindness
to the Branch and thanks to all who helped
us to such a pleasant evening.
The monthly meeting on February 27th.
Mrs. King Holt (Chairman) presided. Business
was carried out and thanks were given to all
who had helped with our supper, and also names
were taken for the visit to Easter garden.
Whist was enjoyed, Mrs. Valpy being M.C.
Prizes were presented by Mrs. Barton (Vice
Chairman). Tea was served and the meeting
closed.
Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 187th monthly meeting held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, on Friday, 2nd
March, 1951.
Major J. E. Wills presided and about 19
members were present, including a visitor from
the Medway Branch, who was warmly welcomed
by the Chairman.
An apology was received from Col. Dean for
his absence.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.
The Minutes of the A.G.M. were then read
as several members at the meeting were unable
to be present at the A.G.M.
Major Wills then explained the reason why
he could not accept the post as Treasurer and
welcomed the suggestion that Mr. E. Croucher
should fill the vacancy.
Correspondence from Colonel Dean about the
Dinner was read and the offer from Col. Higgins
of the Cadet Band was unanimously accepted,
and that two tickets be sent to Medway (our
Mother Branch).
A proposal was made by Major Wills that
the members of the Branch accord their
congratulations to our Chairman on becoming
a Justice of Peace. In his absence this should
be recorded in the Minutes. Carried un
animously.
The Booby was won by the visitor, Mr.
Rickard of Medway, and given by Mr. Jack
Scott, making 9/6. Bob came in late and made
it 10/.
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Ramsgate Branch

Our Branch is still keeping its head above
water, and that is saying a good bit after the
rain and coldy weather we have had lately,
but I am hoping when it gets a bit warmer
a few of our old stalwarts will attend our
monthly meetings as every individual member's
support is absolutely necessary for any Branch
to flourish, so please do not be satisfied by
reading Dragon notes and Press reports—come
along to the meeting and see for yourself.
It is nice to see Jack Powles, Tom Miller,
R.S.M. Jeffrey and Arthur Knowles. They are
Ehiffs of over 50 years ago and they still retain
their interest in the Association.
Leri Dimkley, Ernie Birch, Jim Bugden,
E. Castle, J. Johnson and of course our Chair
man, Charlie Fakley, still work hard for the
success of our Branch. There are a few more,
but I shall take too much space for me to
mention names, but I thank them all for their
support.
Now for our meeting notes.
The meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association The Buffs was
held on Friday, 16th February at the Free
masons' Tavern, High Street, Ramsgate. Mr.
C. F. Fakley presided and was supported by
Major A. J. H. Taylor, Major N. G. H. Taylor,
Major H. Martifl; Capt. H. H. Knight, Messrs.
W. Costin, H. Cook and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon.
Secretary).
The Chairman expressed pleasure at the
attendance, but stated that illness and the
inclement weather had prevented a good num
ber of members from being present. Mr. Fakley
Expressed the Branch's sympathy to their sick
members, Messrs. K. F. Speakman, E. H.
Swendell, J. Hogben and F. Hammon. The
Branch had sustained a sad loss by the death of
Mr. F. Penn, and the members stood for two
minutes' silence as a token of respect for their
late member.
Major A. J. H. Taylor thanked the Branch
for reelecting him as President. He expressed
his pride at being a Buff and he congratulated
the Branch on having an excellent Chairman
and an efficient Secretary. Also he would like
to mention Capt. Knight and the Dinner
Committee, for the successful Branch Dinner,
in fact all members were working for the
benefit of the Branch^ He drew attention to
the fact that it was apparently the policy of the
War Office now to revert to a County system
for Regiments and that in future all East Kent
men would probably '.go through The. Buffs
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Depot at Canterbury. The call up of "Z"
Reservists pointed out the necessity for a strong
Territorial Army and he advised those
Reservists who wished to provide a niche for
themselves in the Army to consider joining a
Territorial Unit. Major Taylor wished the
Branch success and progress.
Mr. Fakley thanked Major Taylor for hte
interesting speech, and Ramsgate Branch were
very fortunate to have him as President.
The Social Secretary stated that a Shoot and
Dart Match had been arranged against "H"
Company, 4th Buffs at the Drill Hall, Willson's
Road, on. March 12th. Also arrangements for a
Branch Fishing Competition were being, con
sidered.
The Branch Secretary, Mr. B. Knott, stated
the Benevolent Fund was doing good work and
grocery parcels had been distributed to sick
members. To continue with the good work it
was necessary to have strong attendances at
their monthly meetings. Mr. Knott asked
members not to lapse in their attendance.
Following the meeting, refreshments were
served by Mr. Dick Atkins and the remainder
of the evening was spent in reviving old
friendships.

Folkestone Branch

The monthly meeting held on March 6th
and presided over by our Chairman, Major
West, consisted mainly of details leading up
to what in the opinion of those with the longest
memories was probably the most successful
event in. the history of the Branch. I refer to
the Annual Dinner, which took place at the
East Cliff Pavilion on Thursday the 8th.
Approximately 100 members and their friends
thoroughly enjoyed a repast which in. pre
paration and presentation left nothing to be
desired. Here let me express our thanks to those
responsible. Mention of names is always
difficult, so may I refer only to our old friend
Billy Middleton, the manager, who would be
the first to say he could not do the job without
the cooperation of his most efficient band of
helpers.
We were very pleased to have with us our
President, Lieut.Col. C. E. Wilson ; Col. J. V.
R. Jackson of Hythe ; Lt.Col. J. E:. Connolly
and Mrs. Connolly of the 1st Battalion ; Major
Peareth, our Geueral Secretary, without whom

70

THE DRAGON

no gathering of Buffs would be complete;
Capt. and Mrs. Tyrrell; Capt. Vere Collins ;
Major Neville and Lieut. Fynmore of the 4/5th
Battalion ; several members of the Sergeants'
Mess of the 1st Battalion, who came over to
represent the Present; and last, but by no
means the least, two of the youngest members
of the H.C.G.T.C. The whole presided over in
an exceedingly able manner by Major West,
our Chairman, who was accompanied by Mrs.
West. Lieut. C. E. West looked in later in the
evening.
The Toast List was short and so were the
speeches. One regrets that we could not have
had more of Colonels Connolly and Jackson,
the latter being renowned for his after dinner
"chats". We all hope to see much more of
Col. Connolly, who on this his first appearance
among us convinced us that the immediate
future of the Regiment is in most capable hands.
The Chairman gave the Loyal Toast and also
that of our ColonelinChief, King Frederik
of Denmark. "The Regiment" was entrusted
to Col. Wilson, and a right good job he made
of it. His words of welcome for the 1st Bat
talion were very well emphasized by those
present. Lieut.Col. Connolly replied and read
a quotation that the Men of Kent were given
the place in the Battle of Senlac Hill where
the attack was likely to be the strongest, they
being the best suited to that post. This, he
continued, had happened many times since,
and he was proud to say they were prepared to
continue to occupy that position. He thanked
Col. Wilson for his words of welcome and sat
down amid much applause.
Our ViceChairman, Mr. Brunger, proposed
"Our Guests", mentioning Lieut.Col. and Mrs.
Connolly, Col. Jackson and Major Peareth.
He also asked to be allowed to rectify an
omission he himself made last year ; to say how
pleased we were to have the ladies with us.
He is now forgiven. He was sorry to say that
Mr. Jones of the Folkestone Herald was ill, and
he and Mrs. Jones were unable to be with us.
We all wish him a speedy recovery.
In reply, Col. Jackson came into his own.
Oh ! that we had had more time. Thank you,
Sir, for honouring us with your company.
Then on to the Dance, with Mr. Winstanley
as M.C. We were more than fortunate to have
the 1st Battalion Band and Mr. Sharp himself
taking an active part. A description by me
would be so futile that I will say no more
except to express our enjoyment of such a
feast of music. We shall be for ever grateful to
them, and looking forward to further pleasures.

For this so successful evening we have to
thank Major West for his untiring efforts.
Nothing was too much trouble or any item too
small for him to give it his personal attention.
That, my friends, put in a nutshell, is what we
owe to our Chairman. To those members of
the Committee who so ably backed his efforts
let me say a very big "Thank you too, gentle
men".
Faversham Branch

Our meeting was held on Monday, 5th March
at the Carpenter's Arms, Eastling. Capt.
Green was in the Chair, supported by Mr.
Drury (Secretary), Mr. Knaggs (Entertainment
Secretary) and 10 other members.
The Secretary gave his report. He also
stated that one of our members, Mr. T. Jordan
of Faversham, had died at the age of 75 years.
Mr. Knaggs gave his report for Entertain
ment. First of all that Major Jackson had given
him a cheque for £2 towards the outing, and
that he had come to Eastling the day before he
left for Kenya. We all send him and Mrs.
Jackson our very best wishes.
Our Outing will be on the 9th June to
Brighton.
Our next meeting will be at the Royal
William, Faversham on Tuesday, April 3rd,
1951.
Brighton Branch

A small meeting for our A.G. Meeting was
held in February, but it made the business to
be conducted finish all the quicker.
The same officers were elected as last year
and are as follows :—President: Lt.Col. G. F.
Hamilton ; VicePresident : Major G. Sankey;
Chairman : Capt. R. J. Robertson ; Secretary :
Major H. Milton; Assistant Secretary : Mr.
C. W. Guest.
Our invalids are slowly getting better, but
it is with regret that we record the death of
Mr. A. D. Harriott, who was Pioneer Corporal
in the 6th Battalion, 191418. He died at
Brighton on 27th February and was buried on
5th March. The Branch sent a wreath from all
our members.
The cider party to celebrate Albuhera Day
is to be held at Burgess Hill on Saturday, 12th
May. London Branch are sending a contingent
and any Buffs members of the Association would
be welcome. Time ; 4.30 p.m. till 6.30 p.m.

The Badge of your
Unit...
The badge of your Unit
can be similarly repro
duced in gold and enamel
or set with gems.

The Goldsmiths
Silversmiths
Company will be pleased to
submit an estimate.
7e

NO

GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD
112 REGENT STREET

BRANCH

ESTABLISHMENT

LONDON  W
TELEPHONE:

REGENT

3021

Museum
Subject
Medals ...

Owner
3268 Cpl. B. Draper
4002 Pte. A Saunders
. Captain N. H. Virtue...
1542 L/Cpl. H. Robinson

Pte. Thomas Hilsden ...
Pte. William Hicks
Pte. William Day
3397 Pte. G. Hazelden
Uniforms

Lieut. Wm. Rayden ...

Pictures

R.I., R.O.I.

Books ...
Miscellaneous

Major W. H. Booth ...

Subject
Medals ...

LIST OF PRESENTATIONS
Description
Indian General Service. Clasps—Relief of Chitral 1895,
Punjab Frontier 189798
Long Service and Good Conduct (Clr.Sgt.)
Queen's South Africa, 2 bars
King's South Africa, 2 bars
. Queen's South Africa
D.C.M.
1914/15 Star
191418 War Medal
Victory Medal
Defence Medal
Silver Jubilee Medal
Punniar Star
Punniar Star
China 1860. Clasp—Taku Forts
Indian General Service. Clasps—Relief of Chitral,
Punjab Frontier 189798
Full Dress Uniform
Helmet Badge
Albuhera, 15th May, 1811. Painted by W. B. Wallen,

Owner
... 6142 Pte. A. Brotherwood
5482 Pte. H. Carter ...
5996 Pte. A. Gosheron
3959 Pte. A. Lamprell
4748 Pte. B. Hillier ...
1071 Pte. G. Joy
884 Pte. P. Burns
2302 Pte. W. Harman
2069 Pte. J. Carver ...
2950 L/Cpl. R. J. Pitt

Canterbury Cathedral from Military Road. Painted by
Mrs. Dorothy Mowll
Army List, 1818.
Shield taken from mounted Fox Head—Tigris Vale
Foxhounds
Copy of Military Thanksgiving Service for Restoration
of Peace, 8th June, 1902.
Order of Service for unveiling of South African War
Memorial by Lord Roberts at Canterbury, 31st May,
1904
Game Book
Coalport Dessert Plate. Crested

Presented by
Mrs. Draper (Widow)
Mrs. Skiggs (Widow)
Col. C. R. B. Knight, O.B.E.
MajorGeneral G. St. G. Robinson, C.B.
D.S.O., M.C.

Colonel C. R, B. Knight, O.B.E.

Lionel Rayden, Esq.

Friends of Canterbury Cathedral
Miss Ethel Bromhead

o

J. C. Nisbet, Esq.

o
o

Mr. A. Tester
Mrs. Booth
Brigadier G. Gelston Atkins (late R.A.M.C.)

LIST OF PURCHASES, 19491950
Description
Queen's South African, 3 bars
Queen's South African, 2 bars
King's South African, 2 bars
Queen's South African, 3 bars
King's South African, 2 bars
Queen's South African, 2 bars
Queen's South African, 2 bars
King's South African, 2 bars
South Africa, 1879
South Africa, 1879
Indian General Service, Clasp—Perak
Indian General Service, 1895. Clasps Chitral, Punjab 189798

To be continued in April

»

Lieut.Col. and Mrs. N. S. Hart
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How to get "The Dragon"
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

OVER i CENTURY CATERING
FOR CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
Since we opened after the first world war, we have
seen the change
From large families and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints,
But we make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week and give you the joint of
your choice for Sunday.

Telephone 2107

Gibbs & Sons

General Printers
All Classes of

MILITARY PRINTING
EXECUTED AT SHORT
NOTICE

BALANCE SHEETS
POSTERS  PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL

BUTCHER AND POULTERER
Your share
of our
delicous
nome made
Sausage

F. R. Beaney
(EXBUFF)

22a MILITARY ROAD
23 BUS PASSES THE DOOR

Really
Extensive
Refrigeration
Tel. 2827

ESTIMATES

—

CANTERBURY
Phone 3637

DEVELOPING AND PRINTING
Artists

Materials

PICTURE FRAMING

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS

TELEPHONE
2566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

WARRENS (Canterbury) Ltd.,
14/16 Sun Street, CANTERBURY

v

ITS A
mi KENTISH
am
TRADITION
to shop at
11

vl

Civil & Military Tailors

GIVEN

16 Orange Street
CANTERBURY
i®!ti

— "Ph olograph »

Eetabliehed 1818

Vlll

HENRY HART & Co., Ltd.
Established 1820

3 good things in one!
Smooth chocolate
Delicious sweetmeat
Crisp wafers 

BLUE
RIBAND

ANTIQUES
OBJETS

DART

It is always worth a visit to

13 BEST LANE BENCH STREET
CANTERBURY
DOVER
'PHONE 4135

STATIONERY — BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS

PHONE 503

39/40 HIGH STREET  CANTERBURY
Tel 2139

By Appointment

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

Wine Merchants

Established 1799

To His Majesty the King

LONDON

Wine Merchants

—27 CLEMENTS

LANE, E.C.4

Telephone: MANsion House, 5301 (2 lines) A 7097

FOLKESTONE
134 SANDGATE

ROAD

Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE
78 HIGH STREET
Price List on application.

Telephone: 6301

11

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY GIBBS AND SONS ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY.
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Glaridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening,^Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions.
::
::
::
::
Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits
::
::
::
::
All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
::
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
::
::
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE
Telephones :
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

BUFFS

Telegrams :
"Milltaila Wesdo, London"

It is always worth a visit to

STATIONERY^— BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS
39/40 HIGH STREET  CANTERBURY
Tel2139

The most
convincing

argument

in favour of Fremlins
comes from the mouth
of the bottle.

KENT'S BEST " IS FREMLINS

IT APPOINTMENT
HATTERS
TO H-M THE KING

vacant beat a hot drink

WAND TWO

ASPRl

SANDON & Co., Ltd.

Bill!

12 SAVILE ROW,
LONDON, W.1.

Tt

for colds/flu
rheumatic pain
neuralgia

With a cup of tea or similar hot
drink—that's the most popular
way of taking 'ASPRO'.
It's
simple, direct and readytohand.
WTHw m T A
In a few minutes the uneasy,
."v
groggy symptoms of the cold or 'flu attack begin
to disappear—the process of getting ill is reversed ;
the process of getting well begins. * ASPRO* is effective
because it is simple—just as Nature itself is simple.
'ASPRO'and Nature are allies ; the two work in harmony
to give quick results—to defeat winter ills—colds, 'flu,
rheumatic and neuralgic pain. So why let these
jfflUft fTF"
JBB&f trou^'es get a hold ?

ASPliO

From N.A.A.F.i. CANTEENS
& CHEMISTS EVERYWHERE

fflMlttan? anb flfmftt {Tailors,
anb Breeches flDafcets

A
Made by ASPRO LIMITED,
Slough, Bucks

Telegrams:
GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON.
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Telephone:
GROSVENOR 3524

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel : MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Asliford, Kent.
Name

Unit or Appointment

CAPTAINS—continu ed

Court, D. N.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., Scottish Command.
GordonWilson, N. F M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash, J P
... H.C.G.T.C.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O>'B. ... 1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
.. 1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt., MELF.
Hadshar, G
.. Depot.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
.. Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
.. 1st Bn.
Dent, J. E
.. G.S.O.3, Sudan.
MacDonald, E W. ...
1st Bn.
Marshall, F. ...
.. Attd. M.A., Athens.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
.. 1st Bn.
Peckham, A. D.
.. 4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J
.. 1st Bn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
.. War Office.
Willows, D. A.
.. Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

SDewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa.
§Parry, F. W. B
T/Col., H.C.B.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... H.C.G.T.C.
MAJORS

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H. ...
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W., D.S.O., M.B
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C.
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.
May, J. F, ...
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N F. H. C
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.

Div. Battle School, MELF.
T/Col., School of Infantry.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
Depot.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., War Office
T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
1st Bn.
War Office.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Roval Sussex Regt., MELF.
H.C.G.T.C."
T/Lt.Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
A.P.M., B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.2, MELF.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
E. Anglian Dist.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
1st Bn.

Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Phillips, L. M.

.

Griffin, C. J.
.
French, B.G.J.
Webber. J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. .
StratfordTuke, R. A
Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. .
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.

CAPTAINS

McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
§ Supernumerary

LIEUTENANTS

Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Staff College, Camberley.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
School of Infantry.
G S.O.3, War Office.
G.S.O.3, FARELE.
4th Bn.
G.S.O.3, MELF.
Leave
1st Bn.

..
..
..
..
...
,.
.
..
..
..

A.D.C., Comd., H.C. District.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Language Course, London.
HQ. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
Ward, M. W.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.

...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.

Williams, L. J, M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.
Kille, W. E

...
...
...

...

QUARTERMASTERS

Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
Capt. (Q.M.) 4th Bn.

Short Service Commissions
CAPTAINS

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D.
O'Geary, M. G.
Buckeridge M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C. ...
Ford, E. N. M.C
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. L L, T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E
Leates, M. M.C
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Sherwood, R. D.
Pitkin, W. H
Carey, R., M.C
Robertson, R. J
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
McGrath, G. A

CAPTAINS—continued

Bloomer, R. H.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. F.

T/Maj., War Office.
3 A.B.T.C.
T/Maj.
T/Maj.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Kong.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
War Office.
9 Trav. Wing, E. Anglia Dist.
B.T.A.
P.R.O.MELF.
War Office.
Aldershot District.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.

Butcher, D.A.T.
Huntley, S. J.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D
Barlow, W. B.
Roseberry, L. S.

...
...
...
...

N. Ireland District.
T/Capt.
T/Capt., W.O. 3 P.I.A.
H.C.G.T.C.

LIEUTENANTS

... 1 R.W.K.
... T/Capt. W. Africa.
... T/Capt.
... Inf. Div. Pro. Cov.
... T/Capt. D.A.P.M.", S.I.B./R.M.P.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Miuto, I. G.,

... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS

Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
Corps, J., Capt.

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
... Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4th Battalion
HON. COLONEL
4th Bn. : Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Slttingbourne, Kent.
Jelf, A. G.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Collins, H. A. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J. T. D.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Balding, C. E. E.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
WatsonAlexander, B.

MAJORS

CAPTAINS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Barnes, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.
Pantony, D. A.
Crowdy, R. E L

LIEUTENANTS

2ND. LIEUTENANT
QUARTERMASTER

Kille, W. E, Capt. (QM)
MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
CHAPLAIN

The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A., S.C.F.

[iv]
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EDITORIAL

T is anticipated that the volume of the Historical Records of The Buffs, 19191948, will be on
sale in June, the cost being 25/. Further details concerning the volume will appear in the May
issue of The Dragon.
*

*

*

It was with much pleasure and interest that we read the article "Living Heirlooms" by Sir Stephen
Tallents in the Sunday Times of April 8th. His theme was that there should be established a national
collection of the descendants of trees and plants made famous by some historical association. He
quoted as an instance of historical plants existing, some box plants which traced their lineage back
through Lincolnshire and Norfolk to ancestors grubbed up by a lieutenant of The Buffs within a
month of Waterloo from the garden borders of the Hougoumont farm.
Since the Regiment did not take part in the Battle of Waterloo we can only presume that this
officer had very recently returned from Canada with the 1st Battalion and had taken an early
opportunity of visiting the scene of the battle, or maybe he was sightseeing from the 2nd Battalion,
then stationed at Brighton and so soon to be disbanded.
It matters not, but it is refreshing to think that a lieutenant of the Regiment should have been so
historically or horticulturally minded as to have transferred from the field of battle a plant to grow
and be perpetuated in his own or his parents' garden in England.
Is it too much to hope that some officer, not necessarily a subaltern, of The Buffs, who took part
in the Second World War and who may visit a field of battle where his battalion fought and where
flowers grow, will think and act similarly and bring back a plant with which to enrich the Garden
of Remembrance at the Regimental Depot.

W

Personalia

E regret to record the death of Colonel
F. K. Essell, aged 86 years. He was
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the
Regiment on 25th November, 1885, and retired
in 1902. The greater part of his service was with
the 2nd Battalion with periods of secondment to
the Volunteers. We offer our sympathy to
SquadronLeader L. M. S. Essell and his family
in their loss.
[71]

We congratulate Colonel F. W. B. Parry on
his appointment as Group Colonel of the Home
Counties Brigade Group. We understand that
he and Mrs. Parry will be taking up residence in
Canterbury in the near future.
Colonel Parry has recently been on leave in
Eire and stayed with Major and Mrs. F. G.
Crozier and Lt.Col. and Mrs. J. Samuelson.

THE DRAGON
A. W. and the late Mrs. D. E. Andrews. Trevor,
who is now at Oxford where he is studying law,
was born in Bareilly and there must be many
who remember his Christening and the sherry
party which followed to celebrate the occasion,
in March, 1928. The Godparents were Mrs.
N. S. Hart, Lieut.Colonel L. Howard Smith
and Major A. J. Peareth.

Both families are in good heart and send greetings
to their friends in England.
*

*

*

We congratulate Colonel D. J. Dean on his
appointment as a Justice of the Peace and on
being awarded four clasps to the Territorial
Efficiency Decoration.
*

*

*

*

Colonel W. H. Rowe is retiring and returns
to Kenya very shortly. We wish him the best of
fortune for the future. He will be accompanied
by Mrs. Rowe, Miss Rowe and Jimmy. The
eldest son is still with the British S. African
Police in S. Rhodesia and Derek is at Bangor
University studying agriculture.
*

*

*

*

*

Lieut.Colonel R. W. Craddock and Major
J. B. Worts have returned home from the
B.A.O.R., the former to take up an appointment
at the War Office, the latter on leave before going
to West Africa.
*

*

*

*

*

The wedding of Mr. N. Wright and Miss R.
Rennison took place in the Chapel of our Lady
Undercroft, Canterbury Cathedral, on Saturday,
April 7th. Mrs. Wright is the Granddaughter
of Colonel J. B. Backhouse who commanded the
2nd Battalion from July, 1900 to 1904. Amongst
those who attended the wedding and reception
were Colonel and Mrs. R. S. I. Friend, Mrs.
Findlay, Mr. and Mrs. J. Friend and Major
A. J. Peareth.
*

*

*

We regret to record the death of Captain
J. M. H. Ferry, which occurred in Holland on
November 15th, 1950. He was posted to the
4th Battalion in October, 1940, and later served
in the Middle East, where he was wounded.
*

*

*

*

At the Canterbury Rotarians' Luncheon
Meeting held at the County Hotel recently, the
Guest Speaker was the youngest son of Major

*

*

Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Huckle have arrived home
on leave from Malaya and are staying at Buck
land Grange, St. Leonard's, Nr. Wendover,
Bucks. (Tel.: Cholesbury 222). They would be
pleased to see any Buff who may be passing
through. Mr. Huckle returns to Kuala Lumpur
by air at the end of May.
*

*

*

We regret to record the death of Mr. J.
Hawkins on Friday, March 23rd. He was a
Life Associate Member of the London Branch
of the Association.

*

Those who served with the 1st Battalion in
Gibraltar will learn with regret of the death of
Lieut.Colonel A. E. Beattie at Gibraltar where
he was formerly Colonial Secretary. He was a
great friend of the Battalion and the officers
enjoyed much hospitality from him and Mrs.
Beattie to whom we offer our sympathy in her
loss.

*

We regret to record the deaths of Mr. and
Mrs. E. Potts, who were killed in the Doncaster
train accident. Mr. Potts was a life member of
the Association belonging to the Ashford Branch.
We offer our sympathy to his son, Sgt. S. G.
Potts, Duke of Wellington's Regiment.

*

We regret to have given Colonel Howe's
address incorrectly in our March issue. It is
"The Green", Wingham, not "The Green House".

*

*

*

*

We are glad to have news of Captain Sidney
Constantinidis, who lives in Athens. He was
formerly attached to the 1st Battalion, then
under command of Lieut.Colonel G. E. F.
Oliver, as Greek Liaison Officer. He continues
to take a lively interest in the activities of the
Regiment.
*

*

*

We regret to record the death of Mr. Harriott
on March 5th. He served on the headquarters
of the 6th Battalion in the 191418 War. Later
he became the proprietor of the Basket Maker's
Arms at Brighton where he was well known to
the Brighton Branch of the Association.


*

*

14402664 Private R. Wood, now with the
Gloucestershire Regiment and serving in Korea,
was formerly with the 1st Battalion in Hong
Kong. He would like to be remembered to his
old friends in the Battalion and would appreciate
a letter from any of them. His address is:
"B" (Guard) Company, "K" R.U., B.A.P.O. 3.
He has met, in Korea, Cpl. Jephcott, still a Buff,
formerly a Sergeant in "B" Company, 1st
Battalion, who is well.
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We regret to record the death of Mr. W. H.
Blizzard at Hythe. In his early days he was a
well known regimental football and hockey
player. On leaving the Army he was employed
at the Small Arms School and was one of the
oldest members of the Hythe Branch of the
Association.
*

*

*

Mr. H. McDanagh, ex6279931 C.Q.M.S.,
1st and 2nd Battalions, has been in hospital for
the past twelve months. We are glad to know
that he is now better, and at his home again—65
Catesby Road, Coventry.

BIRTH
TRENCH BLAKE.—On 10th April at Helena

Hospital, Shorncliffe, to Betty (
Whitacre
Allen), wife of Major M. A. O'B. ffrench
Blake, The Buffs, a son.
*

*

*

*

DEATHS
ESSELL.—On March 16th, at his home, Bevere

Knoll, Worcester, Colonel Frederick Knight
Essell, C.M.G., in his 87th year.
HALLETT.—Herbert Hallett, 49 Upper Rock
Gardens, Brighton, passed away on 2nd April.
*

*

*

Obituary
J. HAWKINS
N Saturday, 31st March, a small party of
the London Branch, consisting of Mr. and
Mrs. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Everett, Bob
Billings, Jim Collins and myself, journeyed to
Plumstead to pay our last respects to our old
friend, Joe Hawkins.
Now Joe was our first Life Associate Member.
He came to us in the first place with old Joe
Green, and was a regular attendant until his
untimely death on Friday midnight, 23rd March.
He took care of old Joe Green and always brought
him
to the Prince Alfred on Meeting nights.
c
U. .   
Joe Hawkins always assisted us at our meetings
and was a regular and generous subscriber to
our funds. He was also responsible for the
beautiful flowers which decorated our tables at
both the Ladies' and Men's Branch Dinners.

O

*

*

*

Future Events

*

MARRIAGE
WRIGHT—RENNISON.—On April 7th, 1951, at
Canterbury Cathedral, Michael Wright, R.A.,
to Rosemary Rennison.
*

He was a keen Horticulturist, and Secretary of
his Allotment Association. He had a great
many friends and was well respected in Plumstead.
There was a large gathering at the Funeral
Service in his local Church and at the Cemetery,
where there were many beautiful flowers and
wreaths, including those of the London Ladies'
Guild and the London Branch. The Metropolitan
Police, of which Joe was a former member,
provided a Guard of Honour at the Church.
Joe was a great friend of mine—in fact he was
a friend to us all.
And so the old ones pass over to their last
rest. We shall all miss Joe for his cheery manner,
his smiling face and helpfulness.
There will be flowers where he has gone, more
beautiful than those on this Earth.
Farewell, old Friend.
E.W.T.

DRAGON CLUB DINNER, Wednesday, June 13th,

Naval and Military Club.

REGIMENTAL TEA PARTY (DRAGON CLUB), 4 p.m.—

6 p.m., Friday, June 15th, Officers' Mess,
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
LONDON BRANCH DINNER AND BALL, Saturday,
June 23rd.
BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY MIDSUMMER MEETING,

Sunningdale Golf Club, June 24th.

MATCH AGAINST LIPHOOK GOLF CLUB, Sunday,

July 1st.

CANTERBURY FESTIVAL, Wednesday, 18 th July to

Friday, 10//; August.

CATHEDRAL FESTIVAL, Wednesday, 18 th July to

Saturday, 28th July.

CIVIC FESTIVAL, Monday, 30th July to Saturday,

4th August.

CRICKET FESTIVAL, Saturday, 4th August to Friday,

10th August.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 12th August.
LONDON BRANCH LADIES' GUILD DINNER, Saturday,

29th September.
6TH BATTALION, THE BUFFS (191418), ANNUAL
DINNER, Saturday, October 13th, 7.30 p.m.,
Talbot Restaurant, London. Dress optional.
Tickets 10/. Applications to: R.W.Billings,
14 Hornfair Road, Charlton, S.E.7. Kent
Representative: A. E. Rennells, Unicorn Inn,
Bekesbourne, Nr. Canterbury.
BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY AUTUMN MEETING, Little
stone, Saturday, October 21th and Sunday,
October 28th.
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Buffs Golfing Society

CRICKET FIXTURES
REGIMENTAL WEEK, DEPOT, CANTERBURY

The Spring Meeting

Wednesday, 21th June. ST. EDMUND'S SCHOOL
(MASTERS AND BOYS).
Thursday, 28th June, EAST SURREY REGIMENT.
Friday, 29th June, QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST
KENT REGIMENT.
Saturday, 30th June, BAND OF BROTHERS.
Sunday, IJ? July, SHEPWAY STRAGGLERS.

N weather conditions which
were anything but ideal the
Society held its usual two
day Spring Meeting on April
7th and 8th at Royal St.
George's, Sandwich. As always
those taking part are much in
debted to the Committee of
the Club for allowing us to
hold our Meeting on their
wonderful Course; as always,
too, the arrangements for the
Meeting were more than ad
mirably made and controlled
by our unflajgging Honorary Secretary, ably
assisted by Lieut.Colonel Knocker. To them
all, on behalf of all those Members, nonplaying
and playing, who attended the Meeting, this
writer would like to express his thanks.
Entries reached a new postwar "high".
Twentyseven Members, of all ages, sizes and
degrees of skill found their way to St. George's
on the first morning, there to be purposefully
attacked in the hall by Lt.Col. Knocker who
extracted from them large sums of sweepstake
money without, as far as one could gather, any
trouble at all. Thereafter battle was joined, not
only with one's card and pencil in the qualifying
medal round of the Brinckman Cup, but also
with the elements. They (or should it be "these"?)
did their utmost to make the accurate striking of
a golfball an even more arduous affair than
usual. A wind of some considerable velocity
blew first in our faces, then from behind us; to
stand up at all required considerable concentra
tion; to putt was a nightmare.
It was not altogether surprising therefore
that the majority of scores on that first morning
reached astronomical heights. Double figures
had a nasty way of creeping in at several holes
and three figure returns were sufficiently numerous
at the end of the morning for one Member to be
overheard asking another whether the winner
was he who put in the highest score or the lowest.
Obviously nonplaying Members.
In the afternoon, while four pairs wefe locked
in the mortal combat of the first matchplay
round of the Brinckman Cup and while the
remainder toiled together in the Foursomes
Tournament, the discomforts of cold, lashing
rain and hail were added to those of the bitter^
furious wind. At the peak of the afternoon's
violence life was indeed a bleak affair; some
even prayed for death.

i;

AWAY MATCHES

Wednesday, 13th June, ROYAL FUSILIERS.
Friday, 6th July, QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST
KENT REGIMENT.
Will anyone wishing to play in any of these
matches please apply to:—
OIC Cricket,
Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent,
stating in which matches they wish to play.

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
The undermentioned Offr. Cadets from the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, to be 2nd Lts., 9th
February, 1951, with seniority 9th February, 1951 :—
Michael Winser Ward ; Michael Paul Dracopoli.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Harold Lewis Hammond
Seaman from Spec. List (exInd. Army), Emerg. Commn.,
to be Capt., 28 Dec., 1950, with seniority 11th Aug., 1948.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
Cadet David Charles Frederic Bateman to be 2nd Lt.,
3rd Feb., 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
The King has been preciously pleased to confer the
award of "4 Clasps" to the Territorial Efficiency
Decoration upon the following officer :—
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D., Hon. Col. 4th Bn. The
Buffs (Royal East Rent Regiment) T.A.
The King has b&sn graciously pleased to confer the
award of the "Territorial Efficiency Decoration and the
1st Clasp'' upon the following officer :—
Capt. J. Tilleard.
Lt. Pelham Noek Purcell Plunkett from The Queen's
Regt., Emerg. Cdhtmn., to be Capt., 7th Nov., 1950.
Lt. Bruce WatsonAlexander from Spec. List (exInd.
Army), Emerg. Commn., to be Capt., 7th Nov., 1950.
Cadet Robert Edward Laurence CrOwdy to be 2nd Lt.,
26th Nov., 1950.
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With the coming of darkness, and after a bath,
a change of clothes and a drink, however, all
one's suicidal thoughts and tendencies vanished
into the April air. The Bell Hotel at Sandwich
proved warm and cosy, the talk in the bar before
dinner grew louder and louder and when,
shortly before eight o'clock, thirtythree Members
weaved their way upstairs to the dining room,
the outlook was once again a rosy one. After
dinner the Captain made two speeches and the
Hon. Secretary, Lt.Col. Connolly and Capt.
Newton Moss made one apiece; all were greeted
with much enthusiasm and there can be little
doubt that thirtythree Buffs and exBuffs
enjoyed themselves immensely.

the Army Golfing Society's Meeting at Prestwick
early in May. The team will be Majors Grace,
Scott and Montgomery and Lieut. Giilum,
though as yet their batting order has still be be
decided. All Members of the Society will wish
them the very best of luck and will watch their
progress with interest.
The results of the Spring Meeting were as
follows:—
BRINCKMAN CUP : Lieut. J. R. Giilum beat Major
D. Montgomery (5 and 4).
LYNDEN BELL TROPHY: C. R. Burn (2 down).
FOURSOME TOURNAMENT: R. C. Lancaster and
R. H. Haselden beat Capt. H. Collins and
C. Lummis (4 and 2).
BRADLEY DYNE SALVER (Spring Round): Lt.Col.
N. E. Hoare (93—18=75).
COUPE DES LAPINS : Lt.Col. E. H. Allen (9 down).
BAIRD CUP: Lt.Col. N. E. Hoare (75).
TREVOR CUP: C. R. Burn (68).
KENWARD CUP (SENIOR MEDAL) : C. R. Burn
(95—12=83).
JUNIOR MEDAL: Lieut.Colonel N. E. Hoare
(93—18=75).
H.R.G.

On the following morning the weather had
barely relented, though the rain did hold away
while those of us no longer engaged in other
competitions struggled unsuccessfully to defeat
the shadowy figure of Colonel Bogey, while
competing for the Lynden Bell Trophy. Once
again there were many landslides and the holes
slipped away relentlessly before one's eyes, but
most of us seem to agree that a Bogey Competi
tion is preferable to the cardandpencil game—
when even a twenty at one hold must irretrievably
and irrevocably be recorded.
At lunch there were many welcome faces,
both male and female. The Colonel of the
Regiment brought Mrs. Scarlett with him;
Lt.Col. Jackson brought a daughter; a gaggle
of wives came over from the 1st Battalion at
Dover; Majors Tomlinson, West and Peareth
made their appearance, altogether it was a
cheerful interlude. The wind was still buffetting
us about that Sunday afternoon and again there
was the occasional rain storm, but the sun .shone
between the showers so that, provided one could
reach the shelter of a hut before the rain came,
conditions were not too unpleasant. Except for
the finalists in the Brinckman Cup the afternoon
seemed a good opportunity in which to relax,
either in front of the smokingroom fire or in
playing a friendly and unhurried foursome.
And so the Meeting closed with tea and prize
giving, followed by a further speech from the
Captain. A most successful two days, if for no
other reason than that, at long last, the number
of competitors has once again begun to resemble
the number who used to attend before the War.
This is a happy augury at the turn of the century
and we look forward to seeing an even greater
number of starters at Littlestone at the end of
October.
It was also most encouraging to hear during
the Meeting that the Regiment was to be
represented in the Army Challenge Cup during

*

*

*

SIDELIGHTS OF THE MEETING
The Spring Meeting of the Buffs Golfing
Society was made memorable, not only by the
truly inclement weather but by two outstanding
incidents. The first, the gallant ride by* the
Officer Commanding Depot upon his bicycle
from his quarters on St. Martin's Hill to the
course and back which evoked the admiration
of all beholders. True he has recently purchased
an elegant machine with many gears and gadgets,
and the "Roarer" as his mechanical mode of
conveyance is irreverently dubbed, was engaged
upon other business, but his will to get there
and back was a gallant affair.
The second, a lamentable tale of two Colonels
who took 20 strokes for the fourth hole, no less
than eleven of these being executed in the big
Bunker. Their opponents related that it made
them feel quite dizzy to see the heads of the two
contestants popping up alternately over the
brow of the bunker only to disappear again for
further excavations. Finally the younger of the
two Colonels with grim determination smote the
ball with such precision that it sped from the
bunker like a rocket and was for ever more lost
to sight. However, at the fifth he retrieved his
honour and the confidence of his partner by
negotiating a stymie by as pretty a loft as has
ever been seen at that hole.
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1st Army Cadet Force
Battalion, The Buffs
By Lt. Col. G. R. Howe
THE COMPANY GROUPS
S explained in the article on the Army
Cadet Force in the February Dragon, the
intention of the Higher Authority is that
small subunits should be grouped geographically
into Companies with the senior officer in the
group acting as O.C. Company. This does not
work in practice as far as the 1st Battalion is
concerned. The solution is to have an officer as
Company Commander living in the Company
area but independent of any particular subunit.
His task would be to visit the subunits of his
command, to coordinate their efforts and to
advise and direct the training. He would be
given a Headquarters Staff and an office with
the most convenient subunit. It is essential
that this officer should have had fairly recent
army service and be of some standing in his
district.
While the ideal would be to have one such
officer for each group the most pressing need
at the moment is to get a volunteer for the
Thanet Company which at present consists of
units at Ramsgate, Margate and Garlinge. Surely
there is someone living in this popular part of
Kent who is public spirited enough to offer his
services ? Considering that Thanet used to
support a Cadet Battalion of its own the post
has great possibilities for a really keen and
active officer. Taking a line from Ramsgate to
Birchington the area offers considerable scope
for the expansion of the Cadet Force in this
district.
INTEREST AND SUPPORT
The Battalion as a whole is suffering from a
general lack of interest and support. The reason
may be ours for failure to point out in what
ways assistance is needed. In the first place
visitors are always welcome at the Drill Halls
or unit huts to see what is going on and to have
a talk with the local commander and so to learn
his difficulties at first hand. Then we want
recruits, lads that are known to be the right type
of boy. As most of our subunits are covered
by a Branch of the Past and Present Association
it would seem to be a simple matter to produce
recruiters ! What is required is for the recruiter
not only to find the recruit but to get in touch
with his parents and explain the objects of the
Army Cadet Force and the benefits of the Club
life to the lad backed up by the elementary
military training and discipline.

A

It should hardly be necessary to point out that
1st Army Cadet Battalion is The Buffs. The
Cadets wear the Dragon and are proud of it.
They are inoculated with the History and
Traditions of the Regiment and we look to them
to keep the Regimental Flag flying. Let us have
your help, therefore, to make our unit into a
really good battalion worthy of the Regiment.
FRIENDS OF THE CADETS
So as to see the response there may be to this
appeal I propose to form a society which I shall
call "Friends of the Cadets". If you would care
to join send me a letter or post card giving your
name and address and just stating that you wish
to be enrolled as a Friend of 1st A.C.F. Battalion,
The Buffs. Address it to:—
Lieut.Colonel G. R. Howe,
The Green,
Wingham,
Nr. Canterbury, Kent.
INSTRUCTORS
There is a great shortage of instructors. The
help of any exN.C.O.s prepared to give up an
evening or two a week to instruct Cadets of the
unit near their home would be very welcome.
Again it would be as well if volunteers would
communicate direct with me at the moment so
that I could arrange for their introduction to the
unit concerned and see that their services are
used to the fullest advantage.
THE BAND
The Drum and Bugle Band has been reformed
at Canterbury and is making good progress.
At least, I hope so, as I have promised that it
will perform at the Depot on Albuhera Day.
In common with most Bands and Drums,
there is an urgent need of funds. Donations
will be gratefully received and acknowledged if
forwarded to me at the address given above.
*

*

*

Balances due to Estates of Deceased
Officers and Soldiers

I

N pursuance of "The Regimental Debts Act, 1893",
notice is hereby given that there is available for dis
tribution amongst the NextofKin or others entitled
the sum of money set opposite to the name of each of the
deceased Officers and Soldiers named in the lists which
are published with this notice in the London Gazette.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as NextofKin should be addressed by letter to
"The UnderSecretary of State, War Office, Whitehall,
London, S.W.I " and marked outside "Effects".
EFFECTS 1949
McAuley, J., Pte., The Buffs ...
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Round and About
By The Tramp
NORTH AGAIN

I

wonder
how many English
men can claim to
have visited every county
in this Country. I have
long been aware of one
or two gaps in my own
acquaintance with Eng
land.
Until the other day
Yorkshire was unknown
to me and I was acutely
conscious of the fact.
I therefore took my seat
in a morning express
from King's Cross to the
City of York full of what is called "pleasurable
anticipation". The journey itself calls for little
comment and 1 was impressed chiefly by the
waterlogged fields from London to York. I have
never seen so much flooded country as I saw
that day and it increased the melancholy aspect
of much of the landscape. Near Huntingdon
even the engine of our train was overcome by
boredom and ceased to do its job. For forty
minutes we stood in one place until the elaborate
and complicated business of replacement was
contrived.
I had by that time finished the newspapers
with which I had fortified myself for the journey.
My companions in the compartment very nearly
overcame the natural disinclination of the
English to indulge in casual conversation in
trains. One bold soul did venture a remark to
the effect that we looked like being late in at
York. The rest of us looked up in surprise at
such temerity and the topic languished after a
polite grunt or two.
I was sorry that the delay had occurred because
I had planned threequarters of an hour's stroll
about York before I caught my train on to
Whitby whither I was bound. I had to be content
with a passing glimpse of the Minster towers
and the cocoa and chocolate factories. Leaving
the surprisingly flat lands in which York City
stands, we came to more interesting country and
after Malton there was something to look at in
spite of grey skies, low clouds and drizzle. The
train wound through deep dales and crossed
and recrossed rivers and becks swollen with
coppery flood waters. At one point, not far
from Pickering, we passed through country
SOMETIMES
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which might have served as the background to a
film of King Solomon s Mines or some story
based on Cecil Rhodes. Great tawny, rock
strewn hills rose sheer and forbidding on either
side of the line. This indeed was new country
to me.
WHITBY
1 have long known this charming little town
from pictures and descriptions in books and in
spite of fearful weather I was glad to set foot in
it at last. Whitby is literally a place apart. It is
nearly twenty miles from any town of con
sequence and its railroad connections are
pleasantly casual. It is superbly situated on
each side of the mouth of the lovely River Esk
of which I saw a little more in the next two days.
In my ignorance I had expected a greyish
town and instead 1 found its pervading colour
orange and red. This is due to the use of warm
pantiles for the roofing of the old part of the
little port. There was a time, not long ago,
when Whitby was a shipbuilding centre of some
importance. This trade some years ago moved
to Middlesbrough and such craft as are built
there nowadays are small and the pleasure and
fishing type. Apart from the harbour, the
fishing fleet and the picturesque and curious
little streets and byways, Whitby's principal
features are its famous ruined abbey which
dominates the town from its position at the
summit of the great rugged cliff, to the South
East of the town. Near it is the cross which
celebrates the early English monkpoet, Caedmon,
whose work, I fear, is unknown to everyone in
England except a very few scholars who specialise
in the history and literature of a somewhat misty
period. I am obliged to confess that I have
never set eyes on a word written by this pioneer
English bard. After Caedmon, Captain Cook,
the explorer, is the personality of whom Whitby
is proudest. Cook was not a native of Whitby
but his famous ships the Resolution and Endeavour
were built in the yards there and he is com
memorated by a statue on the Northern cliff
which looks across the harbour to the Abbey
and Caedmon's cross. During my few days'
stay a NorthEasterly gale raged and mountainous
seas broke against the cliffs. My hosts, anxious
to show me the beauties of the countryside,
took me by car to local places of interest. These
included the fishing villages of Staithes, Runswick
and Robin Hood's Bay. All these places, and
Whitby too, have a slightly foreign look and are
reached by precipitous roads never intended
for motor cars. What, however, appealed to
me more than the villages were the famous
moors of the neighbourhood. Although I saw
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them on grey days and in intermittent rainstorms
they amazed me. Later in the year heather in
bloom adds a purplish tinge to them but in early
Spring the prevailing colours are rich browns,
rdssets and gold. The last provided by the
bracken not yet touched with new green. Outcrop
of silvery grey rocks added a harmonious touch
to the chromatic scheme and I was constantly
reminded of Persian or Bokhara rugs and carpets.
ENCOUNTERS
During my stay I met among others an old
retired sea captain who had served his apprentice
ship in sail. He was as vigorous and fine a
looking man as I have ever seen and when he
could be induced to indulge in reminiscence he
was worth hearing. His broad Yorkshire speech
seemed to make his yarns even more racy.
I would like to put down all I heard from him
but I must resist the temptation. His most
exciting story concerned an experience of his
young days at sea. His ship was crossing the
North Atlantic in very heavy weather and there
was some anxiety about shifting cargo. He was
passing along the deck on some urgent task
when a great wave struck the ship on the beam
and carried him overboard. By the mercy of
Providence the next wave threw him back on to
the deck. Apart from a cut scalp and numerous
bruises sustained when he was flung against a
deck house he was little the worse for his alarming
experience. A week or so in hospital at New
York and he was at his work again. There can
be few sailors in the world who have been through
such an ordeal. I asked him if he could remember
anything of his feelings during the moments in
which he had been so near death. He laughed
at the question and said, "You mean all that
about my past life ?" I said that was more or
less what I meant. "Well," he replied, "I must
disappoint you. If I thought anything, it was
where am I going to finish up and I was darned
surprised when it was on the deck. I can tell
you one thing though. The ship looked a long
way off before the second wave put me back."
There are few seaports up and down the seven
seas that he had not known well in his seafaring
and his quiet, untheatrical way of talking about
them evoked vivid pictures of distant and
colourful places. Incidentally he dismissed as
pure legend the old saying about rats leaving a
sinking ship.
PRESENCE OF MIND
With some diffidence, because I have no
desire to encourage even minor wrongdoing,
I record an example of quick thinking and action
which came my way the other day. In one of

the larger cities of England a young man parked
his car in a busy street where the local rule
limited the time of this privilege. Having done
so he went into a cafe to meet some friends.
The company being congenial the party made
an extended stay at their table. On emerging
from the cafe the car owner saw a grave police
man standing by his car. "Lor, that means
trouble", he thought. So he retired into the
cafe and rang up the Police Station saying that
his car which he had left in another street had
been stolen. He was asked to ring again in a
few minutes and when he did so was informed
that his car had been found and would he go to
such and such a street, naming the one outside
the cafe. There the story, vouched for as true,
ended and I can only assume that the resourceful
young man left the cafe by another exit and
arrived apparently thankful and breathless to
express his gratitude to and admiration for our
wonderful police. Of course it was most wicked
but I cannot withhold my admiration for such
prompt and effective action. That young man
should go far—if he wants to repeat that trick.
THE UNPREDICTABLE
There is something peculiarly satisfying in the
falsification of prophetic utterances. How
pleasing it is to find the pundits proved hopelessly
wrong. Minor instances of this have been
provided by the International Rugby Union
Matches this year. First of all Wales made
mincemeat of the English XV at Swansea. The
commentators were almost lyrical about the
miraculous football played by the Welshmen.
Here, they suggested, were the champions for
this season. Then Wales go to Murrayfield to
play Scotland and are, in turn, as thoroughly
beaten by a young and unimpressionable side.
Then poor old England crossed to Ireland and
the prophets shook their heads about their
chances. Ireland scraped home by three points !
Then the giant killing Scots come to Twickenham
for the Calcutta Cup and England defeats the
prophets and the conquering Scots. Finally
last Saturday the Welshmen went to Paris and
the French defeat them.
As for the Grand National, well, I leave
readers to draw any moral they care to from
that surprising race. Personally, I don't think
the starting arrangements were as much the
cause of the "casualties" as some of the dis
credited wiseacres suggested after it was all over.
*
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Famous
Tea Drinkers
"Tea cleared my head and left me with no
misapprehensions" said the Iron Duke on
one occasion. He personally supervised
the inclusion of an ample supply of tea in
his baggage when he went campaigning.
You may be sure that he insisted on its
quality with the same firmness which he
brought to his successes in the field.
, You too can obtain a quality tea from
the best obtainable leaf if you insist on—
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the period of the Japanese occupation, and at
all times ardent Communists. During the war
the M.P.A.J.A. were supplied with arms and
equipment by the Allies and had Allied Liaison
Officers dropped to them from Force 136. It is
almost certain that when the M.P.A.J.A. were
officially disbanded in 1946 a large number of
their arms and ammunition were not handed in
and these same weapons are now being used
against us. They are suited to their present
role in Malaya having been previously trained
in Guerilla fighting in the jungle.
Till quite recently they obtained most of their
food and medical supplies from squatters living
on the fringe of the jungle. Now, however, all
squatters have been resettled in large areas under
military and police control, and the bandits are
having considerable difficulty in obtaining
supplies; captured documents have confirmed
this. The bandits are also experiencing difficulty
with ammunition supplies. Empty cases and
large numbers of misfires picked up where
actions have been fought show that most of their
stocks are of the 1944 vintage, now in very poor
condition. Some of them are so short of
ammunition that they are trying to make their
own; one or two samples found in camps
vacated by them do not say much for their
workmanship.
The Communist bandit in Malaya today is
definitely "on the run", but winkling him out
has been, and still is, a slow and exhausting
business. Hundreds of them have been killed
and hundreds more captured and hanged for
being in illegal possession of arms and/or
ammunition. Their support from the locals is
diminishing daily while the Security Forces are
getting more and more information and help.
All over the country people are looking forward
to the day when they can forget about Curfews,
Security Checks and the carrying of licensed
arms for personal protection.
Finally a word about the planters in Malaya.
Whatever anyone says about the "Whisky
Swilling Planter" and the hfe he leads, there is
no doubt about the fact that he is doing a
wonderful job out there in spite of the present
trouble.«Although many have lost their lives due
to Communist activity, the remainder have stuck
to their jobs; instead of rubber production
decreasing, it has gone up by thousands of
pounds and is now selling at a price which is
the highest ever.

Correspondence
The Armoury,
Tenterden.

April 2>rd, 1951.

Dear Sir,
Between the South African War and the beginning of
the Second World War, King Edward VII Hospital for
Officers—more generally called Sister Agnes' Hospital—
was wellknown among the Regular Officers of the
Services, and there must be many of the older members
of the Regiment who at some time or other were patients
there. But the hospital was badly bombed early in 1941.
Sister Agnes, the founder, died a few months later, and
the hospital as such ceased to function until October, 1948,
when it was reopened on another site, Beaumont House,
Beaumont Street, W.l, which is close to Devonshire
Street, Marylebone Road and Baker Street Station.
The object of this letter is to bring to the notice of
past and present officers of the Regiment the fact that it
is again in existence and going very strong, and to point out,
borne out by my own recent experience, the many advan
tages it offers to subscribers.
Formerly, charges for board and maintenance in the
hospital were almost negligible, and arrangements were
made by Sister Agnes for surgeons' and other fees to be
considerably reduced. Owing to rebuilding, greatly in
creased costs of operation and maintenance and a falling
off in subscriptions, it has not been possible to give similar
benefits to subscribers, but the advantages they still receive
are considerable, and as subscriptions increase it is hoped
to increase the benefits to subscribers.
The main changes are that King Edward VII Hospital
for Officers is now open to all officers of the three Services
who held commissions, whether Regular or Emergency,
during the 191418 and 193945 Wars, in addition to
serving or retired Regular officers. Under the terms of the
Charter, serving Regular officers are entitled to free
accommodation in a multiplebedded ward (2, 3 or 4 beds).
Those who are subscribers before it becomes necessary
for them to enter the hospital benefit considerably as they
can be accommodated in a multiplebedded ward for 7
guineas per week instead of 10 guineas, the charge for non
subscribers ; and if they wish for a private ward for 10
guineas instead of 15 guineas, and I believe 15 guineas
is much less than the usual charge made for a private ward
in most London hospitals. Further, those surgeons
associated with the hospital do at times make considerable
reductions in their fees.
In my own case, not having a London doctor, I placed
myself in the hands of the hospital doctor, who arranged
for me to see a surgeon connected with the hospital, who
agreed to operate.
I can only say I was most agreeably surprised at his fee—
a good deal less than I understand is usually charged.
I had a very comfortable private ward—quiet, good
lighting, excellent Red Cross library, the care and atten
tion given could not have been exceeded, but at the same
time one was treated as a reasonable human being and not
unduly disciplined or fussed. The food was excellent, well
cooked and nicely served.
Before the last War, 43 of the Regiment subscribed ;
now only 20 do so and none of these are below the rank
of Major.
I hope my letter may perhaps induce further members
of the Regiment, particularly some of the more junior,
and also others who were previously ineligible as they, had
not held Regular commissions, but are now eligible, to
Continued on p. vL
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1st Battalion

T

HE month of March
brought with it, besides
some excruciatingly foul
weather, a number of addi
tions to our ranks. Major
HarrisSt. John returned to
the Battalion after an absence
i of just under two years;
I Capt. Semmence arrived from
B.A.O.R., where he had been
serving with 1 R.F.; Lieut.
Legge, of The Middlesex
Regt., arrived for a two
months' attachment before
journeying to Korea; 2nd
Lieuts. Ward and Dracopoli
appeared from the R.M.A. on first commission;
and 2/Lieuts. Ottley and Hayward arrived from
Eaton Hall. To them all we extend a most warm
welcome. In gaining them we have lost Major
Jackson, whom we congratulate on his appoint
ment to command the Territorial Battalion of
his own Regiment; and—temporarily only—
Captain Barrett, who was given the usual five
minutes' notice to get to a Support Company
Commanders' Course at Warminster.
Training, of all sorts and on all levels, has
occupied much of our time by day and by night,
and one startled glance at the programme of
events for the next few months has been sufficient
to make even the dullest of us realize that time
will definitely not be our own for many weeks.
Although our programme is all too keenly
realized by the majority of the Battalion, and
despite the mention of this programme given
in the Editor's remarks in the March issue of
this Journal, we feel that it may not be entirely
out of place here to inform all readers of a few
more details of what lies in store for the Battalion.
The following dates, places and events may
perhaps be of interest, therefore:—
(a) April 14th to June 2nd.—Battalion at
at Stanford (Norfolk) for Company,
Battalion and Brigade training.
(b) May 8th and May 11th.—Guard of Honour
(2 Officers and 50 O.R.s) at Dover, on
the arrival of the ColonelinChief.
(c) June 2nd to July 17th.—Battalion in Old
Park Barracks, Dover, recovering from
the events in {a) above and preparing for
those in (<d) below.
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(d) July 18th to August 20th.—Battalion in
Wellington Barracks, London, for Guard
Duties at the Royal Palaces, the Tower
and the Bank of England.
(.e) August 21st to October 16th.—Battalion
again at Stanford for a further spasm of
Brigade and Divisional training, with a
few days of Army manoeuvres thrown in
at the end for good measure.
(/) October 17th.—Issue of sickleave passes,
bowler hats, etc., to those concerned.
Of the above programme item (d) is the one
which will undoubtedly arouse most interest
amongst all readers but particularly amongst
those who were serving in the 2nd Battalion in
1931, the year in which the honour of carrying
out the London Duties was last given to the
Regiment. Though there is much hard work in
store for all of us between now and the end of
July, considerable pleasure and pride is being
shown on all sides at the compliment that has
been paid to us; twice in twenty years, so we
understand, is a record.
A big moment during the month was the first
official visit of the Divisional Commander,
MajorGeneral Sir Hugh Stockwell, on the eve
of the Easter break. After inspecting the Head
quarter Guard the General moved to the parade
ground where the Battalion, drawn up in line,
received him with a General Salute. The usual
inspection, then a march past in column of
route, and finally a reform into line completed
the short parade, which was commanded by the
SecondinCommand. A photograph of the
G.O.C. taking the Guard, and one of the Guard
itself, appear elsewhere in this issue. It was
unfortunate that the Drums had not at the time
come back from Potter's, of Aldershot, whither
they had been sent for repair and whence they
have now returned looking, in most cases, as
good as new. It was also unfortunate that not
a few of the spectators at the parade appeared
to be uncertain of what the Regimental March
sounded like.
The Commanding Officer has successfully
combined much work in the office with a good
deal of coming and going during the past month.
Visits to Warwick to find out what goes on in
the Infantry Records Office, to Reading on a
Divisional rivercrossing T.E.W.T., to London
for a Conference, and to Sandown Park for we
can'timaginewhat, have been included in a
busy itinerary. It is gratifying, however, to be
able to report that both he and the Secondin
Command have still found time for some golf
at Royal St. George's.
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Photo by Lambert Weston, Dover
Visit of G.O.C. Infantry Division, 22nd March, 1951
The Divisional Commander taking the Headquarter Guard
Figures in rear and to right of Guard are Lieut.Colonel Connolly, A.D.C., Brigadier Tweedie

Brigadier J. W. Tweedie paid us a short visit
early in the month, meeting the Officers, talking
to the Battalion and walking round our half of
the Barracks. We have become firm friends
with his Staff and have even loaned Captain
Squire to the B.M., ostensibly to help him out.
As these words are written the Advance
Party is on its way to that homefromhome, the
Stanford P.T.A. For the benefit of those whose
knowledge of abbreviations is not all it might
be, the letters P.T.A. denote Practical Training
Area. Our views about it, as well as our recom
mendations to any suitable alternative abb
reviations, will no doubt appear in the next issue.
*
*
*
BOXING NOTES
This month Battalion Boxing got under way. Captain
Papworth handed over to 2/Lieut. Minto on his departure
for Norfolk ; the other members of the Boxing Committee
are Sgt. Richards and L/Cpl. Byrne. The Battalion has
many followers of the "manly sport", but many more
boxers and potential boxers are needed to build up a
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Battalion team for the Army Championships. The Army
Individual Championships were held throughout this
month and the following members of the Battalion
entered :—
Cpl. Hardy, H.Q. Company—Heavyweight.
Pte. Keary, H.Q. Company, Bantamweight.
Pte. Hunt, A.C.C. att. H.Q. Company—Lightweight.
Pte. Firth, A.C.C. att. H.Q. Company—Middleweight.
The first step was the Home Counties Individual
Championships, which took place at the Eastern Command
P.T. School, Shorncliffe, on the 6th March.
Great was the wailing and gnashing of teeth when,
on the "weighing in" on the morning of the 6th, it was
found that the scales in the M.I. Room at Old Park were
hopelessly inaccurate and in no way tallied with the
"official" scales at Shorncliffe. Ptes. Keary and Hunt
were both two pounds over weight, but they set to, under
the guidance of our civilian boxing "aide" and Gymn
Storeman, Mr. Butler, to get down to their respective
boxing weights. Pte. Hunt was successful, but Pte. Keary
at the end of the hour allowed was still a pound and a half
over weight. There was nothing for it but to fight feather
if he wanted to remain in the running for the champion
ships. He fought three very hard and game rounds
against a sixfoot opponent in the elimination bouts in
the morning and lost by only two points.

tained by Lt.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann
Lieut.Col. Edlmann then arose, bidding the
party welcome, expressing his pleasure of seeing
so many Danish exBuffs gathered together.
He further spoke upon the subject of the British
Army of today. He mentioned in this connexion
that a great number of the soldiers today are
regulars. He further told the party that the
1st Battalion had returned to England about
last Christmas and further that a new Book of
Life had been inaugurated in Canterbury
Cathedral, in which among others the Danish
Major Anders Lassens' name was inscribed, the
only foreigner who during the war had been
decorated with the Victoria Cross.

He further explained how the new stained
memorial glass in the Cathedral would also
contain the Royal Danish arms.
The Colonel emphasized the strength of the
friendship between England and Denmark which
today is even stronger than ever and in particular
expressed by the fact of the Atlantic Pact.
Finally the Colonel thanked Capt. Mich.
Iversen for his efforts in forming a Denmark
Branch and said that: "If it had not been for
his work there would have been no Branch in
Denmark and the exBuffs would not have been
gathered here tonight."
He proposed the toast of the ColonelinChief
of the Buffs, King Frederik,
[Cont. on p. 95

1st Battalion The Buffs, Poona, India, 1903
Strength on Parade, 1,400 all ranks
The Parade was held for the presentation of S.A. War medals to the draft from the 2nd Battalion, and these men are shown
paraded on the left of the quarter column
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Photo by Lambert Weston, Dover
Visit of G.O.C. Infantry Division, 22nd March, 1951
Regimental Headquarter Guard, 1st Battalion The Buffs
Pte. Hunt was successful in his first bout in the morning.
Cpl. Hardy and Pte. Firth both got byes to the finals in
the evening.
In the evening, Pte. Firth lost to a "Gunner". Pte.
Hunt won another bout against a member of the R.A.S.C.
but was outclassed in his final bout against one of the
Home Counties champions.
The highlight of the meeting was the heavyweight
contest between Cpl. Hardy and another equally large
man from the Engineers. Three ponderous blows from
Cpl. Hardy settled the matter and the referee stopped the
fight to declare Cpl. Hardy the winner. His opponent was
helped out of the ring with what looked like an almost
permanent crick in his neck.
On the 14th March, Cpl. Hardy made a hurried and
hectic journey to Colchester to fight in the finals of the
Eastern Command Championships, but unfortunately
lost his fight. Still he is the Home Counties Heavyweight
Champion.
It was decided to raise more interest in boxing in the
Battalion by holding a Boxing Meeting on the evening of
the 20th March. L/Cpl. Byrne ran round in ever decreasing
circles for several days, telling many varied and different
tales concerning the meeting to as many people as he
could find. Finally the night arrived, the Band blazed away
and a large number of the Battalion arrived for an evening's
entertainment. They got it.

The interval arrived rather prematurely when Sgt.
Stremes put his foot through the ring floor during
his bout with Pte. Sparrow, and the whole contraption
began to disintegrate rapidly. This last incident caused
the boxing officer to break out in a cold sweat and send up
a few fervently muttered prayers ; several days" extra
Orderly Officer seemed to loom up in the very near future.
At the end of the contest, Brigadier Tweedie presented
the prizes to the winners and runnersup and congratulated
all the boxers on their fine performance. The boxers and
band then adjourned to the NAAFI for supper. It was
noticed that several bandboys managed to "stand in"
for some of the boxers who didn't feel up to a large meal.
It would appear that bandboys, like gannets, are always
fit for any extra "grub" that comes their way.
A Novices' Boxing Contest will be held while the
Battalion is at Stanford, and by that time we hope to
have many more men in the Battalion who are keen on
boxing.
*

*

*

SERGEANTS' MESS
The beginning of the month saw the Mess up to strength
for the first time, all members having returned from
leave, or at least those who were fortunate enough to get it.
It was expected that the month of March was going to be
a hectic one as far as training was concerned, with little
chance of Mess social life or Mess functions, and no
chance of any more leave until June.
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Corporals' Club Dance

O.R.Q.M.S. Russell, C.S.M.'s White, Faulkner, Ball
and Sgt. Noy can once again be seen in barracks, having
learnt all about "the rainfall of Hong Kong" and what a
paddy field looks like. Let's hope that the results of the
exam, will be favourable. C.S.M. Maker was unfortunate
in being admitted to hospital just prior to the exam.
It is rumoured that he had seen the maths, papers. Still,
he seems to be back in good health once again judging by
the fumes from his pipe.
The month on the whole has been rather a quiet one
as regards Mess functions, the time being taken up mostly
by training and getting ready for manoeuvres, but it is
hoped that before the end of the year, when we can say,
"let them all come", that the Mess social life will come
into its own once again.
The R.S.M. and ten members of the Mess were enter
tained by the Dover Working Men's Club to a games
evening ; a very good time was had by all and a return
match has been arranged.
The social evenings held on Saturdays are proving quite
a success, and it is to be hoped that more members and
their wives and friends will come along. I should like to
take this opportunity of thanking Mrs. Seymour, wife of
our Cook Sergeant, for the many happy hours and laughs
that she has given us by her artistry at the piano and by
her monologues ; I hope we shall have many more happy
times.

Photo by Lambert Weston, Dover

C.S.M. Johnson has now taken over the duties of Mess
President, and C/Sgt. Berrett is the Treasurer.
It would appear that the Mess Caterer has finished his
rugmaking at last ; it's cheaper to buy the stair carpet,
so 1 've been informed. It is rumoured that the 4' Lurcher"
and Sgt. Baldwin have shares in the "Festival of Britain"
building programme.
So with the prospect of saying goodbye to our comfort
able quarters here in barracks in the very near future, on
our move to Norfolk, and returning from there at the
beginning of June, I'll say goodbye for now.
*

*

*

CORPORALS' CLUB
As yet another month passes by, I find that the time for
a further instalment of Club news is upon me, and so once
again I rummage amongst pieces of paper and note books
in order to record some of the highlights of last month.
The afternoon of 6th March saw us once again assembled
in the Club Room for our usual monthly meeting.
Presiding over the meeting as usual, R.S.M. Weeks
advised and guided the proceedings along the straight
and narrow. There was a burst of hilarity when L/Cpl.
Bryant proposed that a "Hat Rack" should be installed
in the Club. I believe that this particular proposition has
been under consideration for the past three years and
I am pleased to be able to say that such an article has been
provided at long last and that full advantage is being taken
of it by us all—including our worthy proposer.

[84]

THE I
A new and somewhat pockedsized addition to Club
life has recently appeared in the shape of a small Mullard
radio. Despite all the various remarks about its size, it is
both smart and capable of very good tone and volume.
It is hoped that we shall now be able to join in the radio
game of "Twenty Questions" which was made quite
popular in the Club by the Quiz Master, Cpl. Scott, and
his team of puzzlers.
The occasion of the month was the Corporals' Club
Dance held in the Gymn on Saturday, 31st March. There
was nothing but praise from the many guests who crowded
the floor, though a few of the ladies complained that
there was a shortage of man power. On realising this,
most of the Corporals did try to give the ladies at least one
dance. Dancing was by no means the only attraction ;
one might even have come to listen to the Band, which
were at full strength and played extremely well. Another
attraction was a firstrate bar and buffet, run by the
NAAFI.
'
Among the many guests present were the Brigade
Commander, the Commanding Officer, Major Grace and
members of the Past and Present Association, all of whom
seemed to be enjoying themselves thoroughly. Great
credit must be given to Cpl. Colyer, who did so much by
way of preparation to make the dance the success it was.
It is on occasions such as these that one realises how
many married Corporals there are. Many introductions
were made and as a result, family friendships must have
been enriched. A truly successful evening and most
certainly the best show of its kind to date. A photograph
taken during the evening appears elsewhere in this issue.
From the pleasures of the dance floor we go to the
pleasures of the open air and the green grass of the Rugby
and Association football fields. Both Battalion teams
were well represented by the Club, although it appears
that there were proportionately more players from the
Club in the Rugby football matches. It is hoped that in
the future we may be able to provide one or the other of
these teams entirely made up of Club members.
With the course of time, as must be expected, there are
many new faces to be seen in the Club Room during the
hours of leisure. To those who have joined us during
the month and to others even more recently, we extend a
hearty welcome.
*

*

*

BATTALION H.Q. AND H.Q. COMPANY
From the piles of documents, papers, pens, pencils
and all the Army Forms which cause so many worries,
we once again raise our heads to give you the news from
Company H.Q.
As we informed all and sundry last month weddings
are, or were, in the air. L/Cpl. Shields carried out his
promise and "tied the knot" on the 24th, but Cpl. Swain
surprised us all by also getting married on the 24th whilst
on leave. Now his main worry is how he can get home
quickest at weekends ; in this he has a great rival in
L/Cpl. Reeve, who doubles away at weekends to see his
fiancee. L/Cpl. Shields brought his wife to Dover, so now
he can be heard asking if the office can carry on without
him in the evenings. Incidentally, congratulations to both
the 'grooms.
Our congratulations also go this month to our assistant
Pay Clerk, who has managed to put his strip up once again.
Cpl. Scott left us last month for the Quartermaster's
Office.
We how hear that 2/Lieut. D. A. Wicker is leaving us
for that worrying existence, civilian life. Our best wishes
go with him. C.S.M. Maker returned at the end of the
last month to begin reorganising his harrassed staff.
Welcome back !

At present our Company Commander, who has recently
taken over P.R.I, to add to his troubles, has disappeared
to the 2nd i/c's office to audit the accounts.
L/Cpl. Mitchell still has great troubles on his broad
shoulders but he generally manages to come out all right
in the end, aided by everyone from the C.S.M. to the
Company Runner. Now, as the rain patters, pours and
generally falls down outside, we bid you adieu and again
bury ourselves in our work.
*

*

*

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM
As this month's edition goes to print, the Orderly Room
will be carefully preparing itself for the move to Norfolk.
All the old boxes which were thrown on one side last
January will again be looked out, and will once more
become objects of immense importance to the individuals
concerned with transportation and cartage. Unnecessary
paraphernalia will have to be cast ruthlessly aside as space
will undoubtedly become a very limited factor on the
many jaunts in which the Orderly Room will partake
during the next few months.
Affairs in Korea have reached such a pitch as even to
affect the Orderly Room, and Pte. Jarvis has now
departed for Shorncliffe on the first stage of his long
journey to the distant battle front. We shall all miss his
cheerful presence but feel at the same time that there
could be no better place on this earth with a greater need
for humour and light relief than Korea itself. In his own
independent role he will no doubt become another A1
Jolson.
During the last month, Cpl. Edwards has taken part
in several important rugger matches for the Battalion,
and has narrowly missed having to pay the supreme
sacrifice for his deeds of heroism. It seems now no rare
event for the field to be strewn with his blood, and it always
amazes bystanders that he is able to muster sufficient
strength for the next game. But we who have been for
tunate enough to see Pandora and the Flying Dutchman
now realise that some are born with immortal powers.
At the time of writing he is just setting off for another
short course at Warwick, where it is believed he is to learn
yet more of the innermost workings of that mysterious
place known to most as 4 4 Inf. Recs.".
Three members of the Orderly Room have decided to
take advantage of the Army Correspondence Schemes,
and are now working in their spare time on such subjects
as German, Latin and History. They are all wondering
what opportunities they will get for private study while
situated amidst the churned mud of the Norfolk Fenland.

INTELLIGENCE SECTION
These things are written that you might know the
Intelligence Section is still alive and kicking, and in spite
of rumours, Cpl. Harrison has safely completed his M/C.
course. It now remains to be seen how Pte. Waldron fares
on his.
Now news has been received yet from Pte. Johnson, who
as you will remember is trying to learn the intricacy of
Army 44Book Work" at Chi. We have high hopes of
seeing him when the Battalion arrives in the wilds of
Norfolk. Also there has been no news of our gallant I.O.,
Lieut. Giilum. He too is studying hard on an l.O.'s
course, a thing that has us rather worried as we feel that
great things are to be done on his return.

TITE DRAGON
The onetime "Bachelor Clique" of the Intelligence
Section has received its death blow. Cpl. Harrison now
has a Mrs. Harrison. We feel that this sort of thing can
be catching, but the M.I. room tells us that there is no
known means of immunisation.

some announcements are expected shortly. Even that
staunch misogynist Cpl. Cpl. Joyce is now busy improving
relations between the services.
The sweepstake this month evolves around the R.S.O.'s
car and its getting to Norfolk. His ancient and glorious
Talbot has gained, further notoriety by colliding with the
C.O. 's house sign and we shudder to think what further
atrocities may be committed by this awesome chariot.
In closing, may we express our regret concerning Pte.
Score's illness and wish him a speedy return. Pte. Stewart
has also disappeared into hospital but all who know him
feel sure he will be among us shortly giving accurate
descriptions of the working of the hospital's electrical
circuit.

M.T. PLATOON
We welcome several new members to the M.T. Platoon
this month, among them Cpl. Swinburne, Cfns. Laverick
and Barrow of the R.E.M.E., Ptes. Dive, Bean and
Soars from "A" Company and the Depot, and last but
not least Pte. Brand from "B" Company, are all new
comers.
Our first Night Driving Practice was most successful,
especially as it took place in a 70 m.p.h. gale. 4 4 Cats
Eyes" Stroud was magnificent as assistant D.R. and
managed to blind at least fifty per cent, of the convoy
with his headlamps.
Preparations for the Battalion move to Norfolk are in
full swing, the M.T. playing its usual important role.
Let us hope that the convoy is not another tale of 4 4 The
Ten Little Nigger Boys".
Twice this month the M.T. Platoon have had to go out
late at night to rescue various Rifle Company personnel
who have been swamped halfway through a 72 hours'
scheme. Our new motto will be 44 We never close".
There is little further news, so until next month we wish
our readers cheerio for the present.
*

*

*

ADMINISTRATION PLATOON
We welcome the following new members to the Quarter
master's Staff this month :—Pte. Brooks as the Equipment
Repairer for the Battalion; Pte. Griffiths as Assistant
G1098 Clerk, who is taking the place of Pte. Sparrow
transferred to 44S" Company ; Cpl. Beale, assisting in the
Accommodation Stores, and also three pioneers who have
just completed continuation training with the Battalion.
Work is getting on smoothly, as most of the books have
been closed and the Accommodation check is over.
Now we have to think about getting ready to move to
Stanford ; as the Advance Party is already on its way, we
have only a few days to get ready.
The staff are delighted to welcome back Sgt. Bednell,
who has been in hospital for some time after a nasty
accident on the rugby field.
$

*

*

SIGNAL PLATOON
March has been a month of activity for most Signallers,
by way of contrast with February. Though some found it
hard going after the lethargy of several weeks' leave, with
the initial shock of hard work over the going was com
paratively easy.
The necessity of producing some highly trained Lines
men and Wireless Operators has kept the R.S.I.s extremely
busy—with what effect will be seen when the Battalion
goes northwards. Judging by the interest which both
lecturers and students have put into their work, the outlook
is hopeful.
The older hands have continued with their various
tasks quite happily and though some members broke
away to do some gardening under the guidance of the
C.S.M., they soon returned to the fold after receiving
the said C.S.M.'s appreciation.
Romance has been budding in the hearts of certain
susceptibles, notably Cpl. Brown, who gets married in
June. Others have been through the preliminaries and

THE BAND
With leave completed the Band are now settling down to
life in England and we have already experienced several
jobs for both military and dance bands. The greatest item
of news to be received is that we have been granted the
honour of carrying out the Guard duties in London.
This honour is one which was last bestowed upon the
Regiment in 1931, and all members of the Band are more
than proud to be able to take part.
In sport, we are more or less keeping quiet for the time
being, though there have been several games of both
football and basket ball; more games being won than
lost.
Based on the theme of something lost, somethinggained,
when Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry had to leave the
Battalion, we realised exactly what a great loss we, as
members of the Regimental Band, were due to experience.
The Colonel had always shown great loyalty to the Band
as a musical group, and was one of our keenest supporters
at all times.
With the arrival of the new Commanding Officer,
Lieut.Colonel J. F. Connolly, we immediately realised
that the interests shown by Colonel Parry were to be
continued by him as being already one of our keenest
musical followers.
There is a certain amount of tension in the air at the
moment as we patiently await the arrival of an inspection
by the Director of the Royal Military School of Music.
Normally there would be a great flapping of wings, but
due to the influence of our very capable Bandmaster
everything is completely under control and we await that
usually dreaded day with coolness and complete confidence.
So with our eyes open for musical employment, sport
and anything else that will help to boost and maintain
our present abilities in our varied fields of interest, we will
sign off for this month.
A photograph of the Dance Band, takenat the Corporals'
Club Dance held in the Gymnasium at the end of the
month, appears elsewhere in this issue.
CORPS OF DRUMS
Another month has passed in England, but since we
have been back in this country not very much has been
accomplished in the field of music, due to leave and repair
of instruments. Now the instruments are back and
leave due to us is finished, so we shall try to achieve the
standard we had before leaving Khartoum. The Corps
of Drums wish to express our congratulations to the
Drummer who has risen to the rank of LanceCorporal;
we sincerely hope he excells to yet higher rank. Good
luck, L/Cpl. Epps.

m
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Photo by Lambert Weston, Dover
Dance Band,
Our football team is now of a high grade, not having
lost a match since being home.
We have back with us again the four Drummers who
left us to have their Python leave—Dmrs. Duffy, Haynes,
Bullen and Wheatly. Also we have with us two new
Dmrs.—Gore and Tampin—and we welcome them in
and hope their stay is long.
Unfortunately we are about to lose three more
Drummers ; having lost one who courageously volunteered
for Korea, Dmr. Griffiths, we now lose Dmrs. Durling,
Seton and Bloomer. We have another Dmr. Cpl. to
strengthen our ranks and to keep Cpl Simmonds company.
We wish Dmr. Cpl. Mathews a long and pleasant stay with
us.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
Since our last contribution to this Journal a number
of changes have taken place in the Company. Perhaps
most noticable of all is Lieut. Mullins' departure to
"S" Company. Lieut. Mullins has been with the Com
pany ever since he joined the Battalion in Hong Kong days,
and we are all extremely sorry to see him leave us. We
remember him particularly for his confidence in the
handling of explosives—whenever there was an oppor
tunity to play with 808, throw grenades or make bangs of
any description, Lieut. Mullins seized that chance with
both hands. His last task with us was to train the Con
tinuation Training Platoon, and judging by the excellent
way that this Platoon has blossomed forth and has settled
down into the life of the Battalion, he was obviously very
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successful. But it is perhaps the older members of the
Company who are going to miss him most—his devil
maycare cheerfulness has kept us with our heads above
water on many an occasion, and we wish him the best
of luck with his new M.M.G. platoon. We understand
that he spent his wellearned leave in Paris and Portugal,
so he should be ready for anything.
Support Company seems to have had their eyes upon us
for some time, for they have not only taken about fifty
per cent, of Lieut. Mullins' Continuation Platoon, but
another of our old faces has been whisked away from us ;
Cpl. Page has been with the Company for a very long time
and we are sorry to lose him. We shall always remember
his gallant efforts at boxing. And while we are on the
subject of boxing perhaps this is the moment to recall two
very good contests in the Unit Boxing Meeting in the
Gym on March 20th. Ptes. Kavanagh and Holcombe
represented the Company and both put up a very good
show. Pte. Holcombe defeated his opponent, Pte. Collins,
in a very hardhitting contest, and Pte. Kavanagh was
only narrowly beaten by Pte. Pinner after three very
tiring rounds.
Just before Lieut. Mullins went on leave, he and his
Continuation Platoon went out of barracks on their
72 hours scheme. The Clerk of the Weather didn't think
that it was a very good idea because during the night
there was a very strong gale and plenty of rain. The
platoon had marched out to the training area and every
thing was going very well and the first we heard of their
discomfort was when the Company Commander was
interrupted during this bath by a telephone call from the
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Platoon Commander asking that some transport be sent
out for them as they had had enough. They arrived back
looking as though they hadn't had any sleep all night
and covered from head to foot with mud. However, we
understand they had had a good hot meal the night before,
which was some consolation, at least.
We were expecting 50 men from Shorncliffe just before
Easter, and 72 arrived—much to the disgust of C/Sgt.
Berrett. However, we only kept 49 of them and "C"
Company had to find accommodation for the others.
Originally they were to have been treated in the same way
as the last draft from Shorncliffe, but owing to Easter
Leave and our move to Norfolk in the very near future, it
was decided that they should take their place in the
Company and we should have to give them their training
as best we could ; by now they are settling down very
well and have just got used to the idea that route marches
and P.T. are there only for their benefit—we must try to
make them as fit as possible before Norfolk. Unfor
tunately their Platoon Commander is going to Warminster
for an eight weeks' course and he will not be back in the
Company until they retprn to Dover.
We welcome Capt. Dubois from the Malay Regiment,
who is now our 2nd i/c. We think he spends most of his
time drinking coffee with the C/Sgt. and helping Pte.
Perry with the accounts. Occasionally we see him in the
Company Office, when he tells the Platoon Commanders
to inspect their platoon's boots ; we think he must have
some connections with the Regimental Boot Repairer.
We also welcome 2/Lieut. Ward, who has joined us
from R.M.A., Sandhurst, and hope that his stay with us
will be a happy one. Finally, we congratulate L/Cpls.
Hamilton, Hougham, Manning, Cook and Bowd on their
promotion.
In the next issue we will be able to tell you what the
Stanford Training Area looks like. At the moment we
look forward to going there and getting down to some
good hard work.
"B" COMPANY
This month has seen a major change in 4 4 B" Company.
Major Jackson, who has been with us since June last year,
has left us, and we understand that he is to command the
T.A. Battalion of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment. We are sorry to see him go and wish him the
best of luck in his new appointment. Major HarrisSt.
John has come from a course at the Senior Officers'
School to take over the Company. He is no stranger to
the Company, as he commanded it in Hong Kong. We
extend a hearty welcome to him and hope that his stay
with us will be a long and happy one.
Other departures this month have been Lieut. Dalgliesh,
who has been a Platoon Commander in the Company
for about two years ; Cpl. Colyer and Ptes. Fitzsimmonds,
Wood, Titcombe, Button, Collins, the two Mendozas,
Poyner and Sherrock. We wish them all the best of luck
in Support Company. We welcome three new Platoon
Commanders, 2/Lieuts. Dracopoli, Ottley and Hayward,
the first two from Sandhurst and the latter from Eaton
Hall (O.C.S.).
Sgt. Bollard is on leave taking the vital plunge into a
married life« To him and to L/Cpl. Wagstaff, who has
recently been promoted to Corporal, we offer our
congratulations*.
In the sporting world we have been glad to see Cpl.
Dyer and Ptes. Wood and Martin representing the
Battalion at Soccer ; and Pte. Jenner has played for the
2nd XI. Pte. Fitzsimmonds has been a regular member
of the Battalion Hockey side.

m

Continuation Training has been cut short and the
Company is now divided into three platoons hurriedly
making preparation for the training at Stanford, to which
we are looking forward with mixed feelings. Everyone is
hoping that the persistent rainy weather which we have
been experiencing in the last few months will cease.
Sgt. Giblett and Ptes. Brown, Hewson and Hubbard have
already left with the Advance Party and we trust that
they will have sufficient tents erected for our arrival.
Anyway we shall be able to tell you more about it in
next month's notes.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
The month of March was uneventful for the Company
as far as sport is concerned, owing to general bad weather.
Continuation training was carried on at full pressure,
undaunted by foul conditions. The recruits fired their
Annual Classification Course under very bad conditions,
exposed to the elements on the cliff tops at Lydden Spout.
A series of route marches were indulged in, much to the
delight of all concerned ; some members of the Company
appeared to be deeply hurt by the wrong impression
modern infantry recruiting posters give. It is rather a
a blow to find that being in the infantry really does mean
marching from A to B rather than sitting in a pantechnicon
as they were given to believe.
The grand finale of the Continuation Platoon's training
was a 72hour scheme at Acrise. On the route out they
were attacked by a very versatile and elusive 44enemy".
Platoon and section attacks were carried out with great
gusto most of the time. In the evening they 44dug in",
and for many it was the first time they had slept, or had
tried to sleep, without a mattress and several blankets.
Several times during the night the camp was attacked,
but each time the enemy were beaten off; for some reason
it would appear that the enemy can never 44 win" on these
shows.
The second day dawned with a frosty start; then snow
and, in the afternoon, very, very wetting rain. We carried
on till darkness fell. Then, as no benefit would have been
gained by remaining out any longer, whistled up the M.T.,
who took us back to barracks. On this occasion it was
felt by many that there was some atom of truth in those
posters after all.
The last days of the month was spent preparing to
move off as the Advance Party to Stanford. We hear that
putting up tents will be our main job. Anyway, the
Company will be well up to strength with the arrival of
a new draft. No doubt 44Charlie" Company will be on
a very good wicket as far as stores, positions and accom
modation are concerned.
'#

*

*

SUPPORT COMPANY
There has always been a good spirit in the Company,
and this has been stimulated recently by the influx of new
blood from other companies. This occurred at the end
of March, and gave us three workable platoons and five
officers. With the year's first step into April and the
Spring—by which we mean a howling gale and in rain
sodden surroundings—we started our training Cadres.
The atmosphere immediately changed from lethargy to
learning, and the view became dotted with small groups
of students huddled round a dismembered mortar or
machine gun, or sheltering in the lee of a 17pounder.
Occasionally these groups would be galvanised into
frantic activity by the raucous and technical bellow of one
of those whose knowledge is as profound as the beginner
knows his will be one day. Thus Support Company came
to life and will be ready to show its paces in the field at
Stanford before very long.
Continued on p. vi.
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Beneath Bell Harry

4th Battalion

T

HE lull before the
storm continues,
and we now expect
the hurricane (in the
form of the new
Home Counties Bri
gade Depot) to break
upon us before next
month's publication of
this Journal. Confer
ences, reconnaissances,
liaison visits to and
from the present Group
Training Centre con
tinue apace, and it is
hoped to give readers
in the next issue a complete picture of the new
scene shortly to open beneath Bell Harry.
Apart from a tour of inspection by Brigadier
Hamilton, and Lieut.Colonel McCready, both
from Eastern Command H.Q., we have had
welcome visitors in Colonel C. R. B. Knight,
Major N. GordonWilson, Captain W. G.
Blaxland (down for the MidKent pointtopoint)
W. V. S. Sinclair and C. Lummis and several
most helpful visits from the Colonel of the
Regiment.
A successful Depot Regimental weekend
coincided conveniently with the taking of the
census, but inconveniently with the Regimental
Golf Meeting. A hockey match against the
R.A.F., Sandwich, ended in a draw (22) and the
All Ranks Dance was a great success due to the
labours of R.S.M. Moody and his small staff.
SERGEANTS' MESS
Once again another quiet month has passed, but has
brought us that much nearer to a more positive state of
activity. Preparations are now in swing for the reopening
as a Training Centre, and we are all looking forward to
the vast increase of numbers which we soon hope to have
here under the flag of The Buffs.
The Mess remains at the same strength except for Sgt.
Crittenden, who is now attached to us from Shorncliffe.
We hope soon to have with us Sgt. Lyons, Parkes, Woodall
and Killick, who passed through here last year on their
return from abroad. A hearty welcome awaits them.
Once again Sgt. Shaw has won the Darts Tournament,
so his name goes on the Spoon for the second time.
However, certain members are out to beat him to it in
this next quarter, and there are many keen games these
days. Whist Drives are now back to their normal strength,
and we now have 12 tables. In spite of rationing and
great difficulties in producing food, Sgt. Shaw still manages
to provide an excellent buffet.
[89]
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HIS month we are very
pleased to welcome two
new officers to this
Battalion. Capt. Kille, who
has just returned from a
fairly long spell in the Middle
East, has arrived to take
over the duties of Quarter
master from Major Williams,
and 2/Lieut. Crowdy, who is
already well known to every
body in the Battalion, has
now been granted his T.A.
Commission and been posted
to "A" Company. We are
very pleased to welcome them
both and hope that they will enjoy their time
with us.
We are extremely sorry to say goodbye to
Major Hamerton, who has now been posted to
the T.A.R.O. having served 15 years in the T.A.
Although a member of the R.A.M.C. (T.A.), he
has always been a most enthusiastic Buff and
has taken part in all training both in and out of
camp. Although he has in fact been posted to
the T.A.R.O. we are very pleased to know that
he is once again coming to camp with us this
year.
On the 9th March most of the officers were
to be seen at the Thanet Territorial Army
Officers' Annual Ball held at Cliftonville. Once
again this was a most successful and excellently
run show which was very much enjoyed by
everybody who went to it.
We congratulate Capt. Tilleard on being
awarded the Territorial Decoration, and hope
that he will continue in this Battalion for many
years to come.
Capt. Plunkett paid a visit to Netheravon and
attended a course on the 17pr. AntiTank Gun.
We are now hoping that we shall soon receive
our own 17pr. guns.
H.Q. COMPANY—CANTERBURY
On the 17th March we had the great pleasure of enter
taining some 400 to 500 guests at a dance which was
held in the Gymnasium, Depot The Buffs, by kind per
mission of the Officer Commanding, Depot The Buffs.
This was an evening which will be wellremembered by
all members of the Company for it was a really firstclass
show. We had the honour of a visit from the 1st Battalion
Dance Orchestra, and we really do thank them for an
excellent evening ; several of the guests remarked during
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the course of the evening that they were equal in quality
to any firstclass dance orchestra. Although tne object
of the dance, to get more recruits, has not as yet produced
any tangible results, we have at least achieved one object,
and that is to show the citizens of this ancient city that
their is a Territorial Battalion of the County Regiment
in existence in the city and that they can produce a really
firstclass evening's entertainment from tneir own
resources. We were wellsupported by officers and other
ranks of the 1st Battalion, Depot and 4th Battalion The
Buffs, all the other units stationed in Canterbury, as well
as representatives of civilian organisations within the
city. We would like to record our thanks to all those
whose valuable assistance made this dance such a
tremendous success, especially the Officer Commanding
1st Battalion The Buffsfor the loan of the Dance Orchestra,
The Officer Commanding Depot The Buffs for the loan
of the Gymnasium, R.S.M. Moody of Depot The Buffs
for his invaluable assistance in the decorations, and to
those members and friends of H.Q. Company who gave
so many of their leisure hours in the preparation and
clearing up afterwards. Great credit is due to Lieut.
Lees and members of the committee for ensuring the
success of this dance and to R.S.M. Hurley and Sgt.
Shaw for the preparation of the bar, which looked really
attractive.
To go on with the Training side, we regret to record
that "S" Company lowered our colours on the miniature
range by the large margin of 5 wins to 1. We did retrieve
some honour by drawing in the darts competition which
was some small consolation.
Major Prestige paid a visit to the School of Chemical
Warfare during the month and so we shall soon be getting
the latest "dope" on gases, etc.
We have been getting down to some Infantry training
during the month in preparation for Annual Camp.
It's surprising how "rusty" one gets after leaving TsOET
alone for some considerable period.
Lastly we congratulate the O.R.S. on being promoted
ColourSergeant.
STOP PRESS
Our team for the Brigade Quarterly Shoot fired, with
the rest of the Battalion teams, at Lydden Spout on Sun
day, 1st April. Although the weather was the worst
possible for shooting, we did reasonably well and
managed to top the Battalion with a score of 300. Hopes
ran high for a while that we should walk off with the
Brigade trophy, but, alas ! a latecomer from the Royal
Sussex dashed our hopes to the ground and we had to be
content with second place in the Brigade. Next time
we '11 make sure and get the trophy.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY—RAMSGATE, MARGATE
AND SANDWICH
Despite the exceptionally bad weather, our attendances
have been much above the average and more particularly
so on the weekends we have spent out.
On the training side we have had a further M.M.G.
shoot at Lydd, this time taking first place in the Brigade
on aggregates for shooting and drill. Congratulations are
offered to Cpl. James, who obtained the highest score as
an individual in the Brigade.
It is gratifying to see at last the results of the very hard
training which has been put in by the gun crews.
In the quarterly shoot at Lydden Spout we were not so
fortunate, securing only third place. Without wishing to
make any excuses, we do consider that the conditions
under which our team fired its first practice had much to

do with the low placing. However, we can look forward
to the next time and can hope that conditions will have
improved.
At Ashford some few nights later in the InterCompany
Competition we were soundly beaten on the miniature
range, losing by five and a half points. This on paper
looks rather bad, but if scoring had been on the aggregate
system very few points would have separated the teams.
The shooting was much above the usual standard, "S"
Company managing to produce five possibles out of a
team of six. In the darts we held them to a draw.
On Sunday next we proceed to Arpinge to fire platoon
weapons and according to the acceptances our attendance
should be good. This practice will be beneficial to all.
We are glad to see Bob Harnett back with us again
after a very bad spell of sickness within the family circle.
We are glad to hear that a great improvement has been
made and that we can now expect to see him as regularly
as before.
The club room is now open every Friday night for a
social evening. It is a great pleasure to see the ladies
appear, Mrs. Spicer, Mrs. King and Mrs. Fisher being
the most regular attenders to date. It is hoped that the
evenings will eventually induce all those wives or lady
friends to drop in and see us at least once a week.
We offer a warm welcome to Cfn. Hogben, our latest
National Serviceman, who is going to the Sandwich
Detachment. Our next batch, on 12th April, will see five
more, most of whom are going to Margate.
Captain Balding is at the moment attending a course
at the School of Infantry, and our best wishes go with him.
Sgt. Hurlow is the next to go and we feel confident that
he will acquit himself well.
To Sgt. Gullis we offer congratulations on the latest
addition to the family and can only hope that baby
watching will not keep him away of nights.
To Major Taylor on his recent loss we offer our sincerest
sympathy.
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY—WHITSTABLE AND HERNE BAY
This month we have had some very successful shoots
in which we have more than held our own, having beaten
the Police at Whiistable and the Royal Artillery at Heme
Bay.
Monday the 26th was a great day for Cpl. Thundow,
his marriage to Miss Slattery being the talk of the town.
Congratulations to them both, and may all their troubles
be little ones.
A very successful shoot was fired at Lydden Spout on
Sunday the 11th against Swalecliffe and District Rifle
Club. We emerged the victors by 24 points.
We welcome to the Company Mr. Trinkwon who, not
having had enough of it during his twentyone years in
the 1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions, has now joined us for a
further spell.
*
#
*
"D" COMPANY—FOLKESTONE
Sunday training has been the feature of this month
despite the inclement weathers Antitank, L.M.G and
rifle shooting were the feature of one weekend spent at
Lydd.
On 1st April, a fitting date, the Company turned out
for the Brigade Quarterly Shoot at Lydden Spout. A small
but select team battled against the elements, but to no
avail. The rain was not only wet, but semifrozen as well,
but we understand that both the C.S.M. and the C.Q.M S,
had a most enjoyable time in the butts.
Continued on p. vi.
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London Branch

Past and Present
Association

A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 17th March, with Mr.
E. Tong in the Chair.
The Chairman asked the members to stand
in silence for one minute in memory of In
Pensioner Turner who had recently passed away.

Life Members
March 1st—31st, 1951

H.Q. Roll.—Terry, A. D. R., Major.
Medway Branch.—Boorman, A. J.
Folkestone Branch.—Jeffrey, E. G.
Brighton Branch.—Batty, E.
Denmark Branch.—Lippmann, O. Major, Bindner, K..
Steensted, Andersen, H. C., MunchKnudsen, E., Nielsen,
K. E., Sehested Hansen, I. M.

Annual Members
March 1st—31st, 1951

H.Q. Roll.—French, B. G. J., Capt.
Margate Branch.—Millen, G. A.
Folkestone Branch.—Hobbs, G. F.
Denmark Branch.—Hansen, Mogens, Christensen, A.
M., Petersen, F., Raffel, W., Thomsen, F., Petersen, B.,
Puis, P., Jurgensen, S. H.^ Christiansen, O., Munch, J.
*
*
*
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
March, 1951, are
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
...
62 10 6
World War 1939 Charitable Fund
89 11 8

Donations
Sgt. W. Dutton
14402664 Pte. Wood, R.

£ s. d.
1 0 0
10 0

MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes of
the last meeting which had been held on 17th
February; these were confirmed and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence which included a letter from
Mrs. Hawkins, who said her husband was ill;
he sent his kind regards and hoped we had a
good meeting. Mr. Taylor rose and said he
had visited Joe on the previous Sunday. The
Secretary was instructed to write to the invalid
on behalf of the Branch.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—The Chairman
reminded those present that the election of
officials for the ensuing year would take place
at the next meeting and hoped to see a good
gathering.
ANNUAL DINNER AND BALL.—The Assistant
Secretary said the time had been changed to
6.30 p.m. for 7 p.m.
PRESENT FOR FIRST TIME.—Captain F. C. F.
Davis was present for the first time and was
welcomed into the Branch by the Chairman.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS.—The Secretary drew
the attention of annual members to the fact that
many annual subscriptions were in arrears and
asked any of those concerned to pay up.

Ladies Guild
The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild,
Ashford Branch, was held in the Drill Hall on
Wednesday, April 11th, at 3 p.m.
Mrs. King presided, but unfortunately only
over a small gathering.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
signed.
Reports were given of various sick members—
to whom all wished a speedy recovery.
An invitation received the previous month
from the Folkestone Ladies' Guild was again
read. Members present were looking forward
to this meeting early in June.
The Medway Branch had also extended an
invitation to four ladies on May 22nd from
3 p.m.—5 p.m.
A Draw given by the Chairman was Won by
Mrs. Partiss. Cakes given by Messrs. Miles,
Coleman and Partiss were quickly sold.

BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—13/6.

The Chairman rose and thanked Capt. Waby
for his generosity in supplying the poultry for
prizes for our annual Christmas draw.
Mr. Ricketts rose and said he had received a
letter from Messrs. Drapers Luxury Coaches
reminding us to book our coaches for our visit
to Canterbury in August.
Sgt. Wright, 5th Battalion, said that Mrs.
Moss, mother of the late Lieut. "Jackie" Moss,
was flying to Italy to see the spot where her son
had fallen. He said the British Legion are doing
a lot towards making it possible for relatives of
the fallen to visit Italy. He would see her after
the visit and would be able to tell us more about
it.
There being no further business to discuss the
meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
m
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A meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on
Saturday, April 7th, 1951. Mrs. Spinner was in
the Chair.
MINUTES —The minutes for the month of
March were read and signed.
REGRETS—Regrets at inability to attend were
received from Mrs. Enright and Mrs. Billings.
WELFARE.—Mrs. Coley on behalf of all
members said how pleased we were to have
Mrs. Spinner with us again, after her recent
illness. Mrs. Spinner thanked all members for
their good wishes and letters during her recent
illness. :
Mrs. Spinner welcomed Mrs. Austin back
again, also Mrs. Tong, who has been in hospital
and Mrs. Austen who has now recovered from
pneumonia.
SICK.—Mrs. Spinner announced that Mr.
Timns was still in hospital following an operation.
OBITUARY.—It was with the deepest regret
that the Chairman announced the passing over
of Mr. J. Hawkins (Plumstead) on Good Friday,
a wreath was sent from the Ladies' Guild, and
Mrs. Taylor represented the Ladies' Guild at
the funeral. We have lost a great and benevolent
friend; he will be sorely missed by us all, and
deepest sympathy to Mrs. Hawkins and family.
OUTING.—Mrs. Spinner announced that the
coach was now full for the trip to Ramsgate
and would leave Victoria on Sunday, May 13tb,
at 8.30 a.m. :
.J:
GUILD DINNER.—Members were again re
quested to book in for the Ladies' Guild Dinner
on September 29th.
RAFFLES^—Raffles were given by Mrs. Annan,
Mrs. Everitt, Miss Evans, and the trolley cloth
given by Miss Barbara Cousens was won by
Mrs. Annan.
This being all, the meeting closed, after which
we played darts.
*

*

_ *

DoverBranch
Minutes of the monthly meeting (255th) held
at The Eagle Hotel on Thursday, April 5th, 1950.
Committee met previous to the monthly
meeting and dne case for relief Was dealt with;
Mr. White opened the meeting at 8 p.m.
$ecretary read the Minutes and correspondence
and they were confirmed.
 T
: :^

ArisingoutofcoiTespondenceitwas^mGuneed
that Dover Branch had won Postal Shoot, 3,365;
Ramsgate 2nd, 3,068; also Dover Dragons
finished 3rd with 16 points in Local League.
The Branch individual winner for shooting was
won by Mr. B. Deal.
DARTS.—Dover has been drawn against Hythe.
Date later.
It was regretted that our visit to Hythe had to
be cancelled at short notice (i.e. Easter Week).
Capt. Warr, also Sgt. Gardiner, were present
at our meeting; all members were pleased to see
them both.
Box Collection, 13/9|, for Branch Funds.
After the meeting closed the members got
their eye in on Darts, while some others preferred
Crib, etc., Eighteen members were present at
the meeting.
*

*

*

Sittingbourne Branch
The 189th monthly meeting was held at the
Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday,
April 6th, 1951.
Col. D. J. Dean was in the Chair, supported
by Major J. E. Wills and Mr. E. Croucher
(Treasurer). About 21 members were present.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read
and signed as correct.
Correspondence was read and dealt with.
The Treasurer then reported that the Dinner
was a great success.
There was not much business to be done as
there was a big darts match to play off.
The booby given by Mr. Rickards of Medway
was dtaWh off and was won by Mr. G. Smith,
L
c
making 10/6. 1
The meeting then closed and the darts match
played.
ANNUAL DINNER
Over 100 members and friends of the
Sittingbourne Branch of the Past and Present
Association, Tlie Buffs, spent^a very enjoyable
evening at their annual dinner in the EastStreet
Drill HallON Saturday, March:17th. . . i
The loyal toast wasproposed by theChairman,
Colonel D; J. Dean. After an enjoyable meal
served by the SittingbourneCooperatiw Society 
Colonel Deanc welcomed the guests, c including
Councillor Douglas Knowles (Chairman of the
Sittingbourne and Milton Urban District
Council),ColonelJ. L.~ Higgins0(Officer Com
manfflng
Regt., R.E.), Major A. J.
Peareth
M|ociatm|i>^
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Sittingbourne Branch Annual Dinner.

Major B. H. Craig, Colonel Jelf, Colonel G. E.
Stevens, and Mrs. Stevens, Major and Mrs.
J. E. Wills and Mr. and Mrs. Hedley Peters.
Two of the oldest members, Mr. F. Wood
and Mr. G. Herbert, were also present.
Colonel Dean proposed the toast of the
Association, and in reply Major Peareth said
that he was glad to see such a large number
present and hoped that they would all try to get
all the old Buffs to join the Association. "To
see you all together here tonight shows the
comradeship that the Association stands for."
An excellent demonstration was given by the
Kent A.C.F. Regt., R.E., Band (Gillingham),
who played popular numbers on the stage and
military marches and slow marches around the
hall afterwards, in grand style. This Band has
won the Kent A.C.F. championships two years
running and has taken part in the Royal Tourna
ment in London. Colonel Dean thanked them
for providing such good entertainment and
commended them on their smart turnout.
The hall was delightfully decorated with flags,
and many Cups won by The Buffs at various
times were exhibited on the platform.
[93]

Entertainment, games and dances were
arranged for the evening, with Mr. S. Freeman
as M.C.
*

*

*

Ramsgate Branch
We are hoping every day for the weather to
brighten up, then perhaps some of our members
who have been hibernating during this long
winter may find their way to the "Freemasons"
where both good company and wallop is to be
had. Dick Atkins, our host, keeps up his jovial
spirit, and makes all Buffs welcome directly
they appear over his threshold. I saw Frank
Harvey who was on a visit to his native town.
One thing I like about Frank is that his Buffs
spirit is always predominant. I told him to
remember us to all in the London Branch.
Another good Buff came along, that was
Colonel W. Orwin. Both the Colonel and
Harvey are Buffs of long standing and they are
always true to the old adage—"Once a Buff,
always a Buff".
Our correspondence brings good news of
Messrs. K. F. Speakman and E. H. Swendell,
both are valued members. We are pleased to
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hear they have made progress and we trust in
the near future to see them at our monthly
meetings.
Now I must follow up with a brief report of
our March meeting
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch
of the t Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
was held at the "Freemasons' Tavern", High
Street, Ramsgate, on Friday, when the Chairman,
Mr. C. F. Fakley, was supported by Captain
R. J. S. Morgan, Captain M. J. W. Smith, Mr.
W. Jeffreys and Mr. B. E. Knott, Hon. Secretary.
The Chairman expressed pleasure at seeing
new members and extended an especial welcome
to Captain Smith of Minster for braving the
elements of the weather to come to support the
Branch. He also mentioned that owing to
sickness that evening Messrs. K. F. Speakman,
E. H. Swendell, F. Hammon, A. S. Curtis, J.
Hogben and J. Bax were unable to attend; to
these members the Branch wished them all a
speedy recovery.
Mr. Fakley thanked Major N. G. H. Taylor,
O.C., "A" Company, 4/5th Buffs, for the
splended social evening given to the Branch on
the previous Monday and he congratulated the
Ramsgate Branch on winning the Shooting
Match and Darts, the older soldiers did well to
beat the younger serving members at Shooting.
He was pleased that they had not forgotten their
early training. The social evenings helped to
foster the comradeship that existed between
the Past and Present and the serving members
and they looked forward to further meetings.
The Secretary read letters from Colonel F.
Parry, Captain Speakman and Major Martin;
all these officers wished the Branch further
progress. Mr. Knott was requested to write to
the Colonel of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs,
Dover, for a date when the Ramsgate Branch
could visit the Regiment for a social evening at
Old Park Barracks, Dover. Mr. C. F. Fakley
stated that the Benevolent Fund had carried out
good work distributing grocery parcels to sick;
the gifts, he said, had been greatly appreciated
and he thanked the members for their support.
Following the meeting refreshments were served
by Buff Host Dick Atkins and the remainder of
the evening was spent in reviving old memories.
*
*
#

Margate Branch
A pleasant evening was spent on the 14th
March at the Drill Hall, Hawley Square, by the
members of the Branch, who, together with
wives and friends, assembled to witness the
unveiling of the plaque commemorating a gift

from the citizens of Margate to the Margate
Branch of the Past and Present Association, The
Buffs. As has been explained in previous notes,
a fund was inaugurated to provide a gift to
returning members of His Majesty's Forces
after the Second World War, and the money
collected was divided between the ExService
organisations in the Borough.
The President of the Branch, Captain J.
Tilleard, welcomed the guest of the evening,
the Deputy Mayor, Alderman F. J. Cornford,
j.p., who was Mayor of Margate from 1942 to
1947 and who started the "Welcome Home"
Fund.
The unveiling ceremony was performed by
the Vicar of Margate, the Rev. S. A. Odom,
Hon. C.F., in a short dedicatory service, con
cluding with the exhortation, a silence being
observed in memory of those who did not return.
Afterwards, a social evening was held, with a
Whist Drive, Darts Matches, etc.
Refreshments were provided; the Social
Committee (see our January notes for the
names of those members to whom our thanks
are due) and their wives (whose catering efforts
must command a not inconsiderable share of
our admiration) had surpassed themselves in
the amount and variety of good things provided.
Ice cream was very popular, a surprising sight
being darts players having to park a glass with
one hand, and an ice with the other, in order to
play.
In short, it was a good show enjoyed by the
fiftyodd persons present.
The Rifle Club proceeds from strength to
strength. Matches have been fired as under :—
A return match with the R.N.O.C.A., who
were beaten this time by 99 points,
A match against a team from Jarman's Dairies,
who put up a good show, to be beaten by 5 points,
a return shoot being won by the Past and Present
team by 6 points.
A shoot against Rice and Co.'s team, which
was won by 216 points, the return match being
won by a similar margin.
The monthly shoot for February was won by
Mr. G. Wainwright with 88 points, and the
March one by Mr. R. Bass with 93 points.
Apropos of shooting, a humorous incident
occurred recently, Major Jarman being more or
less politely requested to attend at the local
Police Station, where authority sternly demanded
to know whether the recently formed Buffs
Rifle Club was using a range which had been
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registered, passed, approved, licensed or what
not, being apparently ignorant of the fact that
it is in the Hawley Square Drill Hall, and is a
War Office sponsored Territorial range, and that
their own Police Team, one of the finest in the
district, had been practising on it. Explanation
followed, and having admitted their error, it
was suggested that they should put through a
'phone call to our Secretary, stating that Major
Jarman was in custody, and requesting him to
come and bail him out. This he, somewhat
bewildered, was preparing to do when the joke
was explained in time.
I see I haven't much space to report March
Branch Meeting. Very briefly, it was held on
Wednesday, the 4th, at the Drill Hall, with Mr.
Stockford in the Chair. Unfortunately, but few
members were present. A pity, for business
being quickly dealt with, a very pleasant time
was enjoyed in our "comfortable headquarters",
as a recent Press report called it.
#

*

*

Faversham Branch
Our meeting was held at the Royal William,
Faversham, on Tuesday, 3rd April, 1951, Capt.
Green in the Chair.
We had a very good evening and were very
pleased to have Major Peareth with us. We
carried on with our business as usual then Major
Pearetn gave us a talk about the activities of the
Regiment.
DARTS COMPETITION.—We will have played
our first round when this paper goes to print,
and hope to win.
Members fined 6d. for not wearing their
Badge : Captain Green and Mr. W. Jackson.
More Members fined the merrier.
Our next meeting will be held at the Carpenter's
Arms, Eastling, on Monday, 7th May, 1951.
As I am retiring from my duties as Entertain
ment Secretary, on leaving Faversham District
and going to the Weald of Kent District, I wish
the Faversham Branch every success.
*

*

*

Brighton Branch

Heme Bay Branch
At our Annual General Meeting on March
12th our attendance suffered slightly owing to
the Boxing on the Pier, but we managed to
muster 14 members.
Mr. W. Stannard was reelected Chairman
for the year 1951.
We are sorry to report that Mr. Millar (Dusty)
met with an accident on the way home from
our meeting, being knocked down by a cyclist.
This meant being conveyed to Hospital where
he states that two days of 1951 are lost to his
memory.
He was visited by members of the Branch
whilst detained.
All members of the Branch wish, even if a
bit late, to offer their congratulations to Mr.
R. Thoundow on his marriage during the month.
We hope this step will not prevent his attendance
at our meetings.
Mr. W. Thoundow brought along some new
laid eggs for a raffle at our last meeting, and
Mr. Davey proceeded to do the necessary
juggling with tickets, cash, etc., and after many
weird signs, etc., he produced a ticket which
enabled our Secretary to march off with the eggs.
(Cries of "Wangle".)
We were pleased to welcome Mr. Wilson to
our meeting, and hope to see more of him in
the future.
[95]

A very poor meeting in March, but I suppose
the weather or our place of meeting was at
fault or perhaps it's the night of the week which
is to blame: there's a suggestion on the cards
to change both shortly.
Several members have been on the sick list
and we announce with regret the death of Mr.
H. Hallett, who has been a member of this
Branch since the beginning. It is probably a
happy release from his afflictions, having had
twentythree operations since the 1914 War
where he was badly wounded and his only form
of mobility was an electric chair. Major Milton
attended his funeral and took the wreath from
the Branch.
Bookings for the Canterbury 'bus has started
and we do want a full thirtythree seater this
year.
Cider party at Burgess Hill on Saturday, 12th
May, 4.30 p.m.—6.30 p.m., at Queensmead,
Polders Lane.
Denmark Branch—continued from centre page

The speech of Lieut.Colonel Edlmann was
listened to with great interest and was loudly
applauded.
Captain Mich. Iversen was then called upon
to speak and began by giving a short outline of
our latest history with the Buffs.
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He recalled the days; in London during the
war, when Danes, who were anxious to fight
for their country together with the Allies, found
it difficult to be "fitted" into an army unit in
order to fight.
He recalled how a lunch was arranged by
Commander F. N. Stagg, R.N., where were present
the then Colonel of the Buffs, Sir John Kennedy,
the present Colonel of the Buffs, General Scarlett,
the President of the Danish Council, Sir Michael
Kroyer Kielberg and Captain Mich. Iversen,
and it was then to our greatest delight decided
that the Royal East Kent Regiment, The Buffs,
would open its ranks to us.
We were very proud and very grateful for being
allowed to serve in this old famous regiment,
and on 19th July, 1941, the first Danes were
transferred to the Buffs. We could now fight
for our country in a regiment where our own
King was also our ColonelinChief. I like to
recall here the name of our first C.O. at the
Depot, Lieut.Colonel Howe, who did much
for us at the start.
Later on during the war Danes of the Special
Service, our parachutists, were transferred to
the Buffs and finally when the war was over
also Danish volunteers who served in the British
Army in order to release a similar number of
British soldiers who had served during the war
for years, enabling the authorities to demob,
these soldiers. The Danish volunteers were thus
able to help their comrades in the Buffs.
Capt. Mich. Iversen continued: "Then why
did we form a Denmark Branch of the Past and
Present Association, The Buffs ?
"It was quite natural that the Branch should
be formed.
"Apart from our oldest connexion with the
Buffs—Queen Ann's husband, Prince George
Danish Kings have since 1906 or so, King
Frederik the 8th, King Christian the 9th and now
the present King Frederik the 9th, been Colonels
inChief of the Regiment.
"The idea of the Branch was to foster com
radeship, continue the connexion with the old
Regiment and strengthen the link between
Denmark and England, in particular in view of
that our King is also our ColonelinChief.
We are today a full ally—as a contrast to the
war, where we Danes in the Buffs worked, by
fighting together with our British friends towards
that ultimate goal. We can therefore today
say that we are encouraged to know, should we
be called upon, that we who are gathered here
today have not alone our places in the Danish
[96]

Army, but we have also the knowledge of the
training and the understanding of the ways of
the Buffs, a knowledge and a training which
might well become a value to both our countries
should need therefore arise.
"Having this as a link which unites us, it can
only be to the good if we all understand the
necessity for, that we stick together.
"Although in many ways different we members
of the Denmark Branch have two things in
common, we are Danes and we are also Buffs.
"Our Branch shall therefore live, grow strong
in the spirit of the Buffs, which never gives up."
Capt. Mic. Iversen then read the following
telegram sent to the King:—
"80 members of the Past and Present Associ
ation, The Buffs, Denmark Branch, gathered at
the British Embassy, are sending Your Majesty,
our ColonelinChief, our respectful greetings.
Your Majesty's most humble and loyal subject,
W. MICH. IVERSEN."
The King replied as follows:—
"The Buffs, the British Embassy,
Hearty thanks to all for your kind greetings.
FREDERIK."
From Major Peareth was received the following
telegram:—
"Hearty greetings to the members Denmark
Branch and best wishes for your meeting on
March 14th.
From Headquarters and all branches of the
Association in England.
May you have a very pleasant evening and
remember that the bonds which united us in
war hold steadfast in peace.
SECRETARY."
We replied by telegram as follows:—
"Peareth,
Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
Canterbury.
Your good wishes and kind greetings received
with greatest pleasure.
Please convey our thanks to all. We join
your thoughts of the past and the future.
DENMARK BRANCH."
Colonel Gullak Gullaksen of the Danish
Army who served with the 2nd Battalion in
1935 for six months made a short speech in
which he emphasized the privilege it is to serve
in the Buffs, where he had found the real soldier
spirit and a comradeship as nowhere else, which
last all one's life. . The Colonel closed his speech
by the words, "Once a Buff, always a Buff" and
proposed the toast of "The Regiment".
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The Denmark Branch took this opportunity
on the proposal of a group of members to elect
Colonel Gullaksen to become an honorary
member of the Denmark Branch. This was
unanimously agreed and strongly applauded.
ExPrivate 14195199 Bengt Petersen, who has
served under Lieut.Colonel Edlmann in Hong
Kong, then arose and on behalf of the Denmark
Branch he thanked our host for this most
enjoyable evening which had been arranged.
After supper was over, two interesting films
were shown, one of the latest R.A.F. show at
Farnborough and one very beautiful colour film
of the Guards Trooping the Colour at the
Horse Guards Parade in London.
This made a very deep impression on the
gathering.
A group photo of the party was taken and
at 11 p.m. the guests departed after again having
thanked Lieut.Colonel Edlmann for his great
hospitality and his interest in the affairs of
Denmark Branch. We all felt that Lieut.Colonel
Edlmann has helped us a great deal in our
efforts to keep the spirit of the Buffs alive here
in Denmark.

4th Battalion "D" Company—continued from p. 90
We note now that we have been issued with button
sticks and button brushes. Down the ages The Buffs
have always shone.
*

*

1st Battalion Support Company—continued from p. 88
For those who roam the public highways in motor
vehicles, beware Carriers ! We have at least one learner
driver whose method of dealing with people who park
round blind corners is as effective as any we know.
Farmers tells us that it is too wet to plough the land and
sow seeds, but it is surprising what you can ploughin
with a carrier once you get down to it—and the carrier
won't reap much of what is sown either !
But we do not anticipate life being one gay whirl of
dashing about in carriers and brewing "char" on the
gunsite. There will, we feel, be many an opening for
weightlifters, sceneshifters, and the sort of chap that
can run lightly up a ladder with a sack of grain on his
back. In this year of grace, ground tends to be more often
soft than not, and the A/Tank Platoon doesn't deal in
peashooters any more.
About the only thing that has not acquired the human
habit of increasing in weight with advancing years is the
Vickers gun. Therefore, we shall not be surprised if
Providence decrees that this shall be the only weapon we
shall not have to manhandle for any appreciable distance
at Stanford !
We miss Ptes. Dowling, Shaw, Taylor, White, Pitchers
and Cox, who have left us for points East, via Shorncliffe.
Our best wishes go with them. Sgt. Adams and Cpl.
Smith are with us again and are in the thick of imparting
the knowledge and skill which they gained at Netheravon.
ColourSgt. Fagg has recently won himself a Pay Clerk,
in the form of Pie. Baudrey, thus relieving our Company
Clerk from the strain of being the rope in a tugofwar
between the "Q" king and the SergeantMajor. Capt.
Semmence took over command of the Company in place
cf Capt. Barrett, who is on a course. Lieut. Grugeon is
still going strong with the A/Tank Platoon, and we
welcome three more officers, Lieuts. Legge and Mullins
to the Machine Gun Platoon, and Lieut. Dalgliesh to the
Mortar Platoon.
Let us end on the pleasing note of congratulations to
Sgt. Adams and Cpls. McGonigal and Kay on their
promotions ; and to L/Cpls. Pedder, Green and Pin well
on being granted the pay of their rank.

*

"S" COMPANY—ASHFORD AND CRANBROOK
During the month we travelled to Canterbury for a
further round in the InterCompany Competitions and to
our very great surprise we beat them on the miniature
range by five to one. Afterwards we adjourned to the
canteen, where we had a very enjoyable evening, but we
could only manage to draw on the darts.
There has been plenty of activity during the month.
The Mortar Platoon attended a Support Company week
end at Lydd and the AntiTank Platoon carried out some
subcalibre shooting, also at Lydd.
On the 1st April our team travelled to Lydden Spout
for the Brigade Quarterly Shoot and we managed to come
second in the Battalion. The inclement weather was the
real cause of the low scoring.
We had the pleasure of welcoming another National
Serviceman during the month, Pte. Harris, who is joining
the Cranbrook detachment.
Our Company Commander is attending a course of
Support Company Commanders being held at the School
of Infantry, Fighaldean. We hope he returns full of
knowledge and can give us the latest "gen".
Finally we congratulate Sgt. Babbage, Cpl. K. Jones,
Cpl. Salter and L/Cpl. Allen on their promotions.

Correspondence—continued from p. 80
subscribe to King Edward VII Hospital. I am sure that
should they ever find it necessary to go into hospital for
treatment and do not wish to enter a Ministry of Health
hospital as a public patient, they will be well advised to
go to Sistei Agnes' and will regard their subscriptions
as good investments.
Should anyone like more detailed information, I should
be glad to give it, or the Secretary will always notify the
most uptodate arrangements.
Yours faithfully,
J. F. WHITACRE ALLEN.
*

*

*

New Barracks,
Canterbury.
31st Afar., 1951.

The Editor, The Dragon.
Dear Sir,
Major Tuke and others of the old 1st Battalion may be
interested to know that Mr. Truby, that "Impeccable
Mess Sergeant", is now the genial host of 44The Grey
hound" at Ash, just outside Aldershot.
Recently I had the pleasure of enjoying the hospitality
of Mr. and Mrs. Truby, who were in very good form and
wished to be remembered to their friends in the Regiment.
Yours faithfully,
A. G. JELF, Lieut.Col.

How to get "The Dragon"
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
^sJhe post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.
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of the age. Our factory is equipped with
the latest types and machinery. Our
modern technicians are expert in the pro
duction of Regimental Christmas Cards,
Diestamped Stationery, Invitation Cards,
Account Books and Printing of all des
criptions from Visiting Cards to a Corps
History. Prompt personal attention to all
orders.

HIORNS & MILLER
LIMITED

40 Marlborough Street, Devonport
TELEPHONE

THE

437 DEVONPORT

MILITARY PRINTING SPECIALISTS

The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4784,

,

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES
Branch

Meeting Dates and Places

Secretary

Chairman

1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs
3. ASHFORD

SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jar.)

4. LONDON

Mr. R. W. Billings

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

0. WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

Mr. E. Maxwell, 7 Stone Street, Cranbrook,
Kent
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Rochester

8. SLTTINGBOURNB

17. FAVERSHAM

Col. D. J. Dean) V.C., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
Milton Regis
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Ramsgate
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Mr. R. H. Harman
Broadstairs
Mr. L. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Hythe
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane,
Mr. L. F. Parratt
Thanington, Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Heme
Mr. W. Stanard
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Cresent,
Major A. A. West
Folkestone
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
Mr. H, Taylor
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham
Cept. J. Green

18. BRIGHTON

Capt. R. J. Robertson

19. DENMARK

Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. S. E Frederiksen, St. Hansgade,
4 Kobenhavn. N. Denmark

9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
IS. HERNS BAY
14. FOLKESTONE
15. SANDWICH
16. DEAL

R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. E. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. E. Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Brighton

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester,
7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Harlev Square, 8 p.m.
Last Wednesday in each month, British
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.

First Tuesday in each month, Royal
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, R.E.
Record Social Club, The College, Ditchling
Rise, Brighton, 8 p.m.
7th Day in each month, Keglebanens
Selskabslokaler Bernstorffsgade 7, Copen
hagen, 7.30 p.m.

GROUPS
(a)

(b)

(c)

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

Canterbury, Heme Bay, Ashford, Weald

(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES* GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
Branch

Chairman

Secretary

1. LONDON

Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet7 Herts. 

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

4. DEAL

Mrs. East

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

7. SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

. 

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittinsbourne

[iii]

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant Tufton Street, S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p*m.
First Wednesday in each; month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
First Thursday in each month Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month. The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m. :
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill
Hall. East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief; His Majesty Frederik IX, K. G., King of Denfiiark
C.Um.i: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., U.C., DJ.., Stoncgreen Hall Meraham, Nr. Aaliford, Kent.
Nm<

Unit or Appointnunt

CAPTAINS—continued
Court, D. N.
T/Maj., DAQMG., Scottish Command.
GordonWilson, N, P., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Tvacfo
T T>
j.j, B.T.A.
ti m *
*
Nash, J.
P
att.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B
1st Bn.
Diffe, R. O
... 1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt., MELF.
Hadshar, G. ....
... Depot.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... 1st Bn.
Dent, J. E. ...
... G.S.O.3, Sudan.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
... 1st Bn.
Marshall, F.
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
... 1st Bn.
Peckham, A. D.
... 4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J
... 1st Bn.
Thorneycroft, F. R.
' ... War Office.
Willows, D. A.
... 2nd Bn. Parachute Regt.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

|Dewar,M.P. D., M.B.E* ... T/Col., G.S., R. Africa.
T/Col., H.C.Bde.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... H.C.G.T.C.

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
Edlmann, E. L C., M.C.
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.
May, J. F
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., M.BJL
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N F. H. C
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
, Semmence, R. G. H.
1Supernumerary

MAJORS
Div. Battle School, MELF.
T/Col., School of Infantry.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
Depot.
T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
T/Brig., War Office
T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
1st Bn.
War Office.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt., MELF.
W. Africa.
T/Lt.Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
A.P.M., B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
1st Bn. E Surrey Regt.
E. Anglian Dist.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
W. Africa.
1st Bn.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
CAPTAINS
Staff College, Camberley.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachnte Regt.
School of Infantry.
G S.O.3, War Office.
G.S.O.3, FARELF.
4th Bn.
G.S.O.3, MELF.
W. Africa.
1st Bn.

Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E.
Leates, M. M.C.
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Sherwood, R. D.
Pitkin, W. H.
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
McGrath, G. A.

MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
Ward, M. W.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.

Williams, L. J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.
Kille, W. E. ...

QUARTERMASTERS
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.) 4th Bn.

Short Service Commissions'

CAPTAINS
Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D
O'Gearv, M. G.
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F„ M.C. ...
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
Minard, F. G.
...
Pickard, D. L. L., T.D.

Griffin, C. J.
French, B.G.J.
...
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Giilum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.

LIEUTENANTS
... A.D.C., Comd., H.C. District.
... Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
... Language Course, London.
... HQ. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
.... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... Depot.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... Depot.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.

Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, L. M.

Bloomer, R. H.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. P.
Coote, A. D....

T/Maj., War Office.
3 A.B.T.C.
T/Maj.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
H.C.G.T.C.
Kong.
1st Bn.
War Office.
9 Trav. Wing, E. Anglia Dist.

Butcher, D.A.T.
Huntley, S. J.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Barlow, W. B.
Roseberry, L. S.
Thomas, E. B

B.T.A.
P.R.O.MELF.
War Office.
Aldershot District.
Depot.
1st Bn.

Minto, I. G.,
Rowdiffe, T. A.„ Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
Corps, J., Capt.

CAPTAINS—continued
...

N. Ireland District.

!'.! W.O. 3 P.I.A.
... Depot.
... T/Capt.
LIEUTENANTS
... 1 R.W.K.
... T/Capt. W. Africa.
... Inf. Div. Pro. Coy.
... T/Capt. D.A.P.M., S.I.B./R.M.P.
... 1st Bn.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS
... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia,
... Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

dth Battalion
4th Bn.: Col. D.
Jelf, A. G.

J. Dean, V.C., T.D.t Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.

l4BntSANTCO&ONU

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thome, P. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Collins. H. A. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J. T. D.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Balding, C. R. R.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
WatsonAlexander, B.

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Barnes, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.

MAJORS

CAPTAINS

Pantony, D. A.
Crowdy, R. R. L
Kille, W. E., Capt. (QM)

LIEUTENANTS

2ND. LIEUTENANT

QUARTERMASTER

CHAPLAIN
The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A., S.CJ?.
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EDITORIAL
w

E offer our respectful congratulations to our ColonelinChief upon being invested by H.M.
The King with the insignia of Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter.

Elsewhere in this number will be found an announcement by the Regimental Historian concerning
The Historical Records of The Buffs, 19191948, which, it is hoped, will be published during the
latter part of June.
Rising costs have necessitated an increase in early estimated costs and the selling price has been
fixed at 25/ a copy, inclusive of postage.
Those who have contributed the sum of two guineas and upwards will receive their copy direct
from the Medici Society. Subscribers who have paid in advance less than the sum of 25/ are asked
to send the balance to the Administrative Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canter
bury, when a copy will be sent them.
*

*

*

At the time of going to press, 54 members have signified their intention of being present at the
Dragon Club Dinner on June 13th.

Personalia

W

E congratulate the following upon being
awarded the Order of the Dannebrog:—
Colonel F. W. B. Parry, Commander 2nd
Class; Lieut.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann, Commander
2nd Class; Major B. J. Harris St. John, Chevalier;
R.Q.M.S. Howe, medal.
*

*

*

During the month we were pleased to receive
a visit from Major R. D. Jennings, Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada. The following day he had the
honour of being received by Queen Mary,
ColonelinChief of the Regiment.
*

*

*

Colonel C. R. B. Knight has recently returned
from a short holiday in Spain, staying with a
friend in Madrid, He was able to visit the

battlefield of Albuhera upon a day when climatic
conditions were very similar to those prevailing
upon the day of the battle.
We hear from Major R. J. Tuke that despite
lowering clouds and blustery winds he has had
two good days' racing in his little Redwing with
his wife as crew on the opening day and his
daughter on the second. The latter shortly starts
work in London as a florist.
We regret to record the death of Mr. J. A.
Druce of Gore Court, Goudhurst, Kent, aged
93 years. The funeral was held at Goudhurst
Church, the Colonel of the Regiment being

mi

THEDRAGON
BIRTH
OXENHAM.—On the 12th May, 1951, at Neasden,
London, N.W.9, to Diana (nee Willey), wife of
Anthony Oxenham, a daughter, Adele
Margaret; great granddaughter of Mrs.
Freeman and the late Francis Freeman of the
Buffs.

represented by Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen.
It will be remembered that the foundation of our
medal collection in the Museum was laid by a
magnificent donation of Buffs medals made by
Mr. Druce and formerly Tcnown as the Druce
Collection. In addition he was always ready to
place his deep knowledge of medals at our
disposal and to advise us when asked to do so.
*
*
*
We regret to record the death of Major A. C. J.
Van Ammel and offer our sympathy to his wife.
He served with distinction in the 5th Battalion,
being awarded the D.S.O., Military Cross and
Bar in the World War 193945.
*

*

*

*

*

#

*

*

Mrs. Guy Lee is recovering mobility after the
nasty fall she had, a few weeks back, into the
basement surrounding her flat.
*

*

*

*

*

By the death of Sir Arthur CoryWright, the
baronetcy devolves on his eldest rson, Geoffrey,
who served for some time in the Buffs. He
married, in 1915, Felicity, second daughter of
Henry Beerbohm Tree.
*

*

*

4e

We regret to record the death of Major G. LB.
Oliver, on May 23rd. He would have been fifty
two years of age on May 31st. We offer our
sympathy to his wife and family.

*

4C

4c

ENGAGEMENT
MR. W. F. BRIGSTOCKE AND MISS M. V. LEWISFIOWEN
The engagement is announced between William
Frank Brigstocke, The Buffs, youngest son of
Mrs. Brigstocke, 24A Albert Hall Mansions,
S.W.7, and the late Mr. F. L. Brigstocke, i.c.s.,
and Myfanwy Veronica, daughter of Lieut.Col.
and Mrs. J. W. LewisBowen, Clynfiew, Boncath,
Pembrokeshire.

*

The firm of William Cory and Son, on the
outbreak of the First World War, sent about
250 men to the 6th Battalion and formed most of
"D" Company under Captain G. B. T. Friend.
This company was known as Cory's, and
Hamilton Greig, son of the managing director,
was later posted to it. The firm kept, in the most
generous manner, all the promises they had made
to reinstate men returning after the War.
*

*

*

MajorGeneral G. Surtees, Colonel of the
Lancashire Fusiliers, and Mrs. Surtees, have
recently come to live at Grove, near Canterbury.

*

DEATHS
DRUCE.—On April 28th, 1951, John Alexander
Druce, J.P., of Gore Court, Goudhurst, Kent,
eldest son and last survivor of the family of
the late Alexander Devas Druce, of Upper
Gatton, Surrey, and Billiter Square, E.C.,
aged 93.
VAN AMMEL.—On April 10th, at 22 Norfolk
Avenue, Sanderstead, Surrey, Adolf Charles
Jack Van Ammel, D.S.O., M.C., very beloved
husband of Isobel Roger Cairns, aged 36.

*

We regret to record the deaths in action of
6289634 Pte. Knowles, R. F. ; 6287393 Pte.
Meredith, A.; and 6286070 Pte. Pendle, M.
They were serving with the Gloucestershire
Regiment in Korea.
*

*

MARRIAGE
COURTMORRISON.—At the Church of St. John
the Evangelist, Edinburgh, on 28th March,
1951, by the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop Of
Moray, Ross and Caithness, and the Rev. D.
Porter, M.A., David Norman Court, The Buffs,
younger son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Court,
Beckenham, Kent, to Mary Keble, younger
daughter of Major and Mrs. J. M. Morrison,
GrantownonSpey, Morayshire.

We regret to record the death of Miss Cecilia
Emily Cumber at Portsmouth on 26th February,
1951. In her will she kindly left the sum of fifty
pounds to the Benevolent Fund in memory of
her father, the late Captain Herbert Charles
Cumber.
*

*

4c

4c

4c

Future Events
DRAGON CLUB DINNER, Wednesday, June \3th,
Naval and Military Club.
REGIMENTAL TEA PARTY (DRAGON CLUB), 4 p.m.—
6 p.m., Friday, June 15th, Officers' Mess,
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
CENOTAPH PARADE, London Branch, Saturday,
June 16th, 6 p.m., followed by Social Evening.
LONDON BRANCH DINNER AND BALL, Saturday,

June 23rd.

(9$}.

THE DRAGON

Buffs Golfing Society

MJFM

GOLFING SOCIETY MIDSUMMER MEETING,
Sunningdale Golf Club, June 24th.
MATCH AGAINST LIPHOOK GOLF CLUB, Sunday,

w:

were fortunate in the
day as the day before
it had been blowing a
gale accompanied with intense
cold.
^Having assembled a side all
of handicaps running into
double figures, we fully anti
cipated a defeat. This, with
memories of a certain day
when we sallied forth against
our friends the Queen's Own
with serried ranks of a plus 2,
and no less than three of
3 handicap. On that occasion pride went before
a fall, and we succumbed to the tune of 12
matches to our 5.
How welcome then and how surprising when
the occupants of the rabbit hutch pulled off the
above astonishing result. Admittedly a narrow
margin, but none the less remarkable for that.
Hats off then to the rabbits !
TE

July 1st.
CANTERBURY FESTIVAL, Wednesday, Wh July to
Friday, 10/A August.
CATHEDRAL FESTIVAL, Wednesday, 18/A July to
Saturday, 28/A JWy.
erne FESTIVAL, Monday, 30/A /w/y to Saturday,
4th August.
CRICKET FESTIVAL, Saturday, 4/A August to Friday,
lOf/i August.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 12/A August.
LONDON BRANCH LADIES' GUILD DINNER, Saturday,
29th September.
6TH BATTALION, THE BUFFS (191418), ANNUAL
DINNER, Saturday, October 13th, 7.30 p.m.,
Talbot Restaurant, London. Dress optional.
Tickets 10/. Applications to : R. W. Billings,
14 Hornfair Road, Charlton, S.E.7. Kent
Representative: A. W. Rennells, Unicorn Inn,
Bekesbourne, Nr. Canterbury.
BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY AUTUMN MEETING, Little
stone, Saturday, October 21th and Sunday,
October 2Sth.
CRICKET FIXTURES
REGIMENTAL WEEK, DEPOT, CANTERBURY
Wednesday, 21th June. ST. EDMUND'S SCHOOL
(MASTERS AND BOYS).
Thursday, 28th June, EAST SURREY REGIMENT.
Friday, 29th June, QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST
KENT REGIMENT.
Saturday, 30th June, BAND OF BROTHERS.
Sunday, ljf July, SHEPWAY STRAGGLERS.
AWAY MATCHES
Wednesday, 13/A /««£. ROYAL FUSILIERS.
Friday, 6th July, QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST
KENT REGIMENT.
Will anyone wishing to play in any of these
matches please apply to:—
OiC Cricket,
Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent,
stating in which matches they wish to play.

The party dispersed with the rain clouds
precipitating heavy showers of hail and sleet.

Match

v. R.W.K. Regiment
Played at Littlestone, 29th April, 1951
SINGLES

R. W.K. Regiment
Col. H. S. Scott (8/6)
Col. Wingfield Stratford
Major Hancock
...
Col. Merlott Chitty ...
Capt. Thatcher (5/4)
Brig. Clay (3/1)
Major Keenlyside

1
0
0
0
1
1
0

The Buffs
Major Ravenhill ...
Capt. V. Collins (5/4)
Col. Crookenden (8/7)
R. H. Haselden (5/4)
Col. Jelf
...
...
R.H.Thomas
Capt. V. Newton Moss
(2/1)
...
...

0
1
1
1
0
0
1

Army Golf Championship
1951
;

>

N the return of the 1st Battalion to England,
it was clear that once again an opportunity
to enter a team for the Army Golfing Society
Challenge Cup had arisen. The business of
selecting a team was completed at our Spring
Meeting, and the following were chosen to
represent the Regiment at Prestwick on the 7th
May :—Major H. R. Grace (3), Major E. S.

my.

THE DRAGON
Scott (2), Major D. Montgomery (3) and J. R.
GUlutn (4).
On paper, the team looked capable of going
quite a long way in the competition, but paper
form is notoriously unreliable. However, if
handicaps were anything of a guide, we had a
team nearly as good as that which had won the
Cup in 1934 at St. Andrew's. A few days after
the entry had been made, we received a setback
when it was found that Major Grace was unable
to play owing to an injury to a leg sustained in
the squash court. Luckily, however, Major
Ravenhill had just arrived home from abroad
and was able to take his place.
We had slight misgivings as to our chances
when we found that we were to meet the Seaforth
Highlanders in the first round. They have won
the Cup several times, and invariably have
players with local knowledge of Scottish courses.
Incidentally, only ten teams came to the post,
and of these only four were from infantry
regiments—three Scottish regiments and our
selves. One of the Scottish teams is believed to
have included a player who had never completed
a round of golf! He is reported to have been
17 down in his first match; was he given a half
at the 18th? This incident only emphasises the
difficulty of producing a team of four serving
officers, particularly from infantry regiments,
and this is causing concern to the organisers.
There is a suggestion that serving officers off the
regimental list and even retired officers will in
future have to be made eligible for this com
petition.
Our team arrived from various parts of the
country. Major Ravenhill and Lieut. Giilum
motored a long way from an exercise in the
Stanford Training Area. Major Montgomery
came from Wales, where he was training with
his parachutists; in spite of a breakdown his
small van (or is it a caravan ?) arrived safely.
Major Scott came more conventionally by train,
but not without some unprintable remarks about
British Railways.
The first sight of the Pre$twick course is
enough fill
the most hardened golfer, with
paralysing feat. The first hole runs parallel and
very close to the railway, and the stone waff
boundary simply invites the ball to be hit over
it. There is no "hitting away from it" either, for
the other side of the narrow fairway contains
some impenetrable gorse bushes. Some locals
will tell you you must keep the ball low so
that should the almost inevitable slice take
control you may bounce back onto the fairway
and even the green from your second shoL

A story is told by a stalwart Scottish soldier of
how a competitor in the Army Championship
took 9 at this hole by making frequent visits
on to the railway, but redeemed his reputation
by holding out in one at the last hole (280 yards).
The slicer's nightmare is continued for the next
few holes where a winding burn swallows many
a ball; the moral is "do not use a new ball until
the 6th hole"! The course is reputed to be the
oldest in Scotland (yes, older than St. Andrew's)
and is skilfully laid out with full use of its natural
features. Its condition and demand for "every
shot in the bag" completely justify its champion
ship class.
The reader probably already knows the result
of the match against the Seaforths, but a brief
description of the four matches teUs more than
a bare scorecard. Lieut. Giilum faced a formid
able opponent in Capt. Blair (handicap one),
who is nearly as good as his more famous brother,
now a reserve for the British Walker Cup Team.
It was hoped' that Lieut. Gillum's long game
would have Blair "pressing". Both played very
well, but Blair's putting on the tricky greens
kept him ahead. Giilum did well, however, to
win the last three holes, reducing a deficit of
7 to 4.
Major Scott played Capt. Lockheed, a local
member with a handicap of 2, who played
strictly to his handicap by going round in 78
to a bogey of 76; Scott's putts would not drop,
and he had one particular disaster where he
took 6 at a short hole to his opponent's 5. Major
Montgomery played an old friend in Major
Robertson, and in a truly friendly way the match
ought to have been halved, but after a lovely
tee shot on to the edge of the huge last green,
Montgomery took a number of putts, which only
disinterested spectators inside the clubhouse
could count, and finished 1 down. Major
Ravenhill played Lieut. Gibb, who probably
gave a false sense of security to his opponent by
driving with an iron (Colonel Parry, please
note!); however, he made up for any possible
loss of distance by holding some huge putts, and
although Ravenhill countered with some equally
long ones, he could only hold his man to a dtasv.
The score was as follows:—
Seaforth Highlanders

Capt. Blair .

Capt. Lockheed
Major Robertson
Lieut. Gibb ...

...
...
...

4

6
1
0
11

The Buffs .

Lieut. Giilum

...

Major Scott...
...
Major Montgomery
Major Ravenhill ...
'

0

0
0
0
0

In spite of the apparent seniority, if not
senility, of the team, we should do better next
year!

im
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The ColonelinChief taking the salute.

Royal Arrival
Dover : Noon : 8th May 1951

T

HE grey shape of H.M.S. Vanguard, lying a
mere mile offshore, was barely visible
through the cold, wet, murky gloom that
hung over the Straits of Dover like a shroud.
The warbattered seafront of Dover itself
looked even more forlornly drab than usual
despite the bunting that fluttered, somewhat
damply, from numerous windows. The flags of
the crosschannel steamers and other vessels,
"dressed overall" for the occasion, failed to
inspire. The BBC commentator so far forgot
himself as to describe the three Officers and fifty
Other Ranks from the 1st Battalion as "the
Guard of Honour of the whole of the 1st Battalion
of the Royal East Kent Regiment, The Buffs",
and then corrected the first of his two errors.
A reporter from a wellknown Kent newspaper
was busily engaged in describing the King's
Colour as "the Regimental Flag". The sky, the
sea, even the white cliffs—all were a uniform
grey. Our thoughts—and no doubt our faces—
mirrored the view. It was a sombre period.
Suddenly the spell was broken by the sound of
distant gunfire. Heads jerked expectantly sea
wards, there to catch a glimpse of the first, faint
puff of smoke as it was snatched away in the
wind from Vanguard's forrard gun turret. Barely

[Photo by Kentish Gazette

had the grumble of her second round come
drifting to our ears than, with the whistling,
rushing roar so peculiar to their breed, eighteen
Meteor aircraft appeared out of the gloom.
They dipped together over some unseen seaborne
target, rose again and disappeared.
Almost at once the guns from Dover Castle
took up the tale of welcome and as they did so
the smart grey hull, white superstructure and
red and black funnel of the M.V. Kronprinsesse
Ingrid was seen entering the harbour through
the eastern approach. At what seemed, to a mere
landlubber, an incautious pace, she came across
the harbour towards us, the Danish Royal
Standard standing stiffly out from her aft main
mast. Spectators on the quayside shuffled to a
frontrow place, the patient Guards of Honour
at last took on an importance and a meaning
and the Royal Marines' Band picked up their
instruments and prepared to blow.
As the Royal ship drew in to the quay, a tall,
broadshouldered figure in British Admiral's
uniform appeared on the main deck, leant over
the rail and looked smilingly towards us: the
figure, unmistakably, of the ColonelinChief.
Very soon afterwards he was joined by Queen
Ingrid, a smiling, slender figure who, as the ship
came alongside immediately opposite us, waved
a whitegloved hand in cheerful, informal greeting.
The sun seemed immediately to shine and some
how one wished that, at that very special moment,
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someone amongst us could have raised a cheer
in response, or even have called "Welcome to
England !". But reticence and the fear of being
conspicuous have ever been our birthright and
our fate.
Immediately the ship was firmly attached to
the quay one caught a glimpse of H.R.H, The
Duke of Edinburgh, as he went on board to bid
the Royal visitors welcome. A pause folldjyed,
during which one again became conscious of the
elements though, now that "things had begun
to happen", the outlook was more rosy. This
pause was enlivened first by one of our own
Guard of Honour—and shortly afterwards by
one of the Royal Navy's Guard—who fell to
the ground with a sickening thud and a resound
ing rattJe of equipment; and then by a Military
Policeman's red cap which, on the wings of the
wind, bowled merrily between the ranks of the
two Guards, its embarrassed young owner in
hot pursuit.
The lull over, events moved rapidly. The
ColonelinChief stepped ashore; cameras clicked,
flashbulbs flickered and newsreel experts earned
their pay. The Danish National Anthem; words
of command from the Guard Commander and
the dipping of the King's Colour; the inspection
of the Guards of Honour and a warm handshake
between the ColonelinChief and the Colonel of
the Regiment. Then the short walk to the Royal
train, ready and waiting at Platform 5; the
address of welcome from the Mayor. A green
flag, a whistle, and the longdrawn hissss of
steam as the giant Merchant Navy Class engine
moved slowly out towards London.
A memorable hour for those of us fortunate
enough to have been present. Memorable above
all else for that gracious, heartwarming wave
of a Queen's hand and for the smiling, friendly
face and figure of the ColonelinChief. Long
life and happiness to them both.
H.R.G.
*

*

*

His Majesty King Frederick, K.G., Colonelin
Chief, commanded the Colonel of the Regiment
to convey his best wishes to all ranks both serving
and past and expressed his great pleasure at
paying an official visit to this country.
His Majesty was graciously pleased to express
his pleasure on the mounting of the Guard of
Honour at Dover by the 1st Battalion The Buffs
and to those members of the 4th Battalion The
Buffs (T.A.) and past and present members of
the Association who were there to greet His
Majesty and Her Majesty Queen Ingrid on
arrival.

His Majesty King Christian
of Denmark's Visit in 1930

T

HE recent visit of His Majesty King Frederik
of Denmark to this Country recalls memories
of the time when his illustrious father. King
Christian, honoured the Regiment with a visit.
This great occasion occurred when the 2nd
Battalion, commanded by Lieut.Colonel J.
Crookenden, was stationed at Blenheim Barracks,
Aldershotj in L930.
Unfortunately it was raining so hard on this
day that the ceremonial parade had to be can
celled. Nevertheless, this Viking King was not
to be daunted by such an occurrence. He donned
his overcoat and stood in the drenching rain to
take the salute as the battalion marched past
down the road in column of fours outside the
Officers' Mess. When this was completed he sat
in the centre of the Officers whilst photographs
were taken to commemorate the occasion.
If readers will turn back their bound copies of
The Dragon to this time, they will see a picture
of His Majesty with the Colonel of the Regiment
at that period, the late MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
LyndenBell, seated beside him. The King looks
cheerful and undismayed by the elements, and
the only thing the photograph fails to reveal is the
slanting rain which beat upon us.
When this ordeal was over, His Majesty was
conducted into the Officers' Mess, where all the
Officers and many of their wives were assembled
to meet him. In the hall of the Mess a number
of antlers adorned the walls, and as the King
entered he doffed his cap, and looking for some
where to put it, espied an antler high up on the
wall. Without a moment's hesitation he hung
his cap on one of the horns far out of reach of
any man of lesser stature.
"Ha ! No one will reach that !" he exclaimed
with a hearty guffaw, and entered the anteroom.
After the ladies and the senior officers had been
presented to him, his aidedecamp came forward
with a casket containing insignia of the Danebrog,
that coveted Danish honour which all officers of
the Buffs aspire to receive.
Thrusting his hand into the casket, His Majesty
extracted an Order.
"I am sure you all deserve it", he remarked
with a broad and happy smile, "but I cannot
decorate you all". Thereupon he proceeded to
decorate Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden, Captain
E. F. Hall (the Adjutant), Captain P. Dare
(Quartermaster) and several others.
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The King then chatted with charming inform
ality with those about him as he stood with his
back to the fireplace. As he was the only one in
his suite who could speak English, conversation
with his officers was not easy. But champagne
soon loosens tongues, and before long an
animated though somewhat halted and stilted
discussion was carried on in a mixture of English,
French and German (alas! the only Danish word
we knew was Dannebrog!). Our guests politely
gazed with simulated rapt attention at that happy
standby on such occasions, the leatherbound
photograph albums which had been thoughtfully
set out for his very purpose. No doubt faded,
bewhiskered groups of the Crimean era once
more saw the light of day to be followed by others
with long flowing moustaches of the Boer War
period, and others again with the clipped tooth
brushes of the First World War. These pages
were turned as they had seldom been turned
before as Danish and English officers struggled
to find words and phrases comprehensible to
both.
When the King took his departure, he left
behind him a memory which we who had the
honour to share this interlude with him cherished
for many a day—a recollection of a happy
democratic Monarch who obviously had enjoyed
the society of his brother officers of the Buffs
and their ladies.
R.T.
*

S

*

*

Photo by Kentish Express
Mr. A. Beach

OME people in Cranbrook will remember
exCpl. Arthur Beach of the Buffs, formerly
of Coursehorn, who emigrated to Canada
about 1906. Now 72 and living in Ontario, he
was surprised to read, in the Kentish Express,
that his old war comrade of Kaffir Kopje, Harry
Hinkley, of Cranbrook, was very much alive.

Historical Records of
The Buffs, 1919—1948

T

HE volume will consist of approximately
500 pages, divided into 18 chapters. Of
these, two cover the activities of tin 1st and
2nd Battalions between 1919 and 1939, and they
contain also a sketch of the careers of the
Territorial Battalions during those years.
The bulk of the remainder of the work deals,
naturally, with the role of the Regiment in the
Second World War. The chapters are arranged
in the chronological sequence of the successive
campaigns with the story of the battalion, or
battalions, engaged embodied therein. Two
separate chapters contain respectively a chronicle
of the actions of the 141st Regiment R.A.C.
(The Buffs) and the Queen's Own Rifles of
Canada, and there is, in addition, a chapter in
which are briefly related the stories of the 6th,
7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 30th, 50th and 70th
Battalions, raised during the war. The volume
is brought to a conclusion with a chapter des
cribing postwar problems and outlining con
temporary Army reorganisation which resulted
in the Group System, the placing of the 1st
Battalion in suspended animation and its
ultimate resuscitation in 1948.
The volume will contain 20 maps and 20 pages
of illustrations, the latter depicting in the main
scenes of the actions of one or other battalion
in the several theatres of war.
Finally, there are six appendices, one of which
is devoted to the connection of the Regiment
with Denmark, both in peacetime and in the
recent war. The series of notes on past Colonels
of the Regiment, commenced in an earlier volume,
is continued in a similar appendix, and included
as well are a Succession Roll of Commanding
Officers of all battalions and of the Depot between
1919 and 1948, a List of Honours and Awards
during the same period and the Roll of Honour
of the Second World War.
Published by the Medici Society, the book will
be uniform with previous volumes of the Regi
mental History. Orders, accompanied by a
remittance, should be placed with the adminis
trative Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry
Barrracks, Canterbury, Kent.

T
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Happy Days

HE passing of James Fitzgerald Hamilton
Trueman, youngest son and last surviving
child of the late Colonel C. H. Trueman,
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brings back memories of happy days spent at
OakwellintheBlean, their house at Canterbury,
nearly fifty years ago. Arthur Trueman, the third
son, was in the Buffs—originally in the 3rd
Battalion, from which he joined the 2nd Battalion
in the South African War, soon after being
transferred/to the 1st Battalion in India. Later
on he was stationed at the Depot and one
remembers his appealing to the Scamp family,
who had the right of removing the grass from the
recreation grounds, not to poach his father's
partridges in return for this privilege! The
reply was satisfactory, and it was given, if
I remember rightly, by that member of the
family who had lost an arm when thrown down on
the treadmill, which he had refused to "tread"
any more.
Arthur was a firstrate shot and a good
cricketer, being a member of the Band of
Brothers. His sister Mary was a charmingly
pretty *and cheerful girl and she and brother Jim,
who was a good deal younger, were always ready
to help to do the honours of that very hospitable
household.
F.W.T.

* * *
Two Hundred Years Ago

THE ABERDEEN JOURNAL
No. 173
HURSDAY last the Regiment of Old Buffs
was reviewed in St. Anne's Yard by his
Excellency General Churchill, when they
made a very fine Appearance, and went through
their different Evolutions and Firings with the
greatest Exactness, after which his Excellency set
out for the North, in order to review the Regi
ments there.
(With acknowledgments to the Aaberdeen Press
and Journal)
[Historical Records of the Buffs state that
War Office Letter Books shew that the Regiment
was in Scotland during the period 17491754.
From these it is apparent that Edinburgh was
the headquarters in 1750, Dundee and Fort
George in 175253, and Stirling Castle in 175354.

T

TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1751.

-

*

*

ED.]

Postal Shoot

1.
2.
3.
4.

February
October
November
Dover
... 551
569
560
Ramsgate .... 479
539
510
Margate ... 432
520
483"
Sandwich .... 276
369

347


March
December
566
561
528
522
488
547
370
295

April
Total
558
3,365
508
3,086
495
2,965
288 .
1,945

Albuhera
[.Reproducedfrom The Dragon of May 1925.—Ed.]

T

HE Editor of The Dragon has done me the
honour of asking me to contribute an article
to the May number of the magazine, which
will be published just about the anniversary of
the battle of Albuhera, with which glorious
episode in the history of the Buffs whatever
I have to say is closely connected.

I have no territorial or family connection
with the Regiment. I can sincerely say that
I wish I had! Therefore, any attempt on the
part of an outsider to teach readers of The
Dragon the history of the Buffs, which they
probably know better than I do myself, would
be an impertinence. But a few words of intro
duction may be not out of place, in order to
bring the incident with which I am concerned
into its proper relation to other things. I need
hardly say that in the brief outline that follows
I am making use of the work of others who have
more claim than I have to record the regimental
history.
Briefly then: In 1808 the Buffs, with the
exception of the Grenadier Company, who
had joined Sir John Moore, and were with
him at Corunna, were with Sir Arthur Wellesley,
and distinguished themselves on many occasions
in the Peninsular War. We need only mention
the Passage of the Douro, which is specially
commemorated on the Colours, and also
Talavera, on July 27th and 28th, 1809. About
two years after this came one of the bloodiest
battles in the whole campaign, Albuhera, which
was fought on May 16th, 1811. I need not recount
the full story of this battle, in which the Regiment
played a conspicuous part. But the battle is also
memorable for a deed of individual heroism on
the part of two or three junior officers. At one
stage in the fight, thp Regiment was taken in
rear by a determined charge of enemy's cavalry,
launched under cover of a storm of rain. The
situation became critical and confused. Ensign
Thomas, in charge of the colours, was called upon
to surrender them, but chose to surrender his
life instead. Ensign Walsh defended the King's
Colour until he was wounded and taken prisoner.
But it was not lost to the Regiment. Lieutenant
Matthew Latham rushed singlehanded into the
enemy surrounding it, and clung to it tenaciously,
in spite of a rain of blows in the course of which
he lost his left arm and suffered severe wounds
on his face and body. At this juncture, a charge
of British cavalry scattered the enemy, during
wjiich time Latham managed to detach the
Colour from its staff for the purpose of concealing
[104]
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it, and when the fusilier Brigade advanced behind
the Cavalry, a Sergeant of the Royal Fusiliers
found the Colour beneath his apparently lifeless
body.
But Latham did not die as a result of his
exploit. He recovered from his wounds and
lived for many years to wear the gold medal
which was specially struck to commemorate his
bravery.
Captain Latham and his achievement will
live for ever in the tradition and affection of
the Regiment. But outside this intimate circle,
no visible memorial of him was generally known
to be in existence. In 1917 however, when I was
Senior Chaplain of Tank Corps in France, I found
one night on my table at Tank Corps H.Q.,
directions from General Elles, then Commanding
the Corps, to make enquiries based upon inform
ation which he had received with respect to
Latham's history subsequent to the battle of
Albtihera. To make a long story short, the
information available enabled us to discover,
in the churchyard of a little village called Blingel,
close to Bermicourt, where our H.Q. was situated,
Latham's tomb. The inscription was in English
and began as follows
Capitaine Lathom
Third Foot for the Buffs.
*

*



*

The obvious errors in this part of the
inscription are most illuminating. Evidently
his brother officers had sent out the inscription
to be cut locally. Hence arose the French
word Capitaine, for Captain, and the still
more interesting variation "For the Buffs",
which I can only imagine was a misreading for
"Third foot (or the Buffs)".
Inset in the face of the tomb was a marble
replica of the gold medal. When I first saw
the tomb, the inscription was weatherworn,
and the grave overgrown with grass and weeds,
and, worse still, the marble replica of the medal
was broken and only half of it was still in the
cavity. The marble on the broken edge was so
clean and fresh that the fracture could only have
been a few weeks old. I very much fear it was
due to the act of some souvenirhunting ruffian
who had quite recently wandered into the church
yard.
Our enquiries also led to the most interesting
discovery in the same small village, of Captain
Latham's granddaughter, an elderly lady living
alone in a small cottage. From the information
she supplied,, together with that already in our
possession, we were able to piece together a

coherent story of Latham's last years. He was a
man well known in the social life of England,
and reluctant, in view of his facial disfigurement,
to reappear among his English friends, he
had elected to remain in obscurity in France,
had married, and had died in the village of
Blingel. Mdlle. Latham had several interesting
relics of her grandfather, particularly a photo
graph taken after he had settled down in France.
She informed me that the original gold medal
was in the possession of some cousins who lived
near Paris.
One hesitates to describe scenes of emotion.
I leave it to readers of The Dragon to imagine
what were her feelings when she learned that
English soldiers, after one hundred years, had
not forgotten one of their number, so dear to
herself, and had resolved to do honour to the
memory of one whose body lay among those
who were once the enemies and now the Allies
of the country of her birth. One thing which
she said to me I cannot help repeating.
"Monsier", she said "as the regiments of Eng
land march past the cottage of the grand
daughter of an Officer of the Buffs, I run out,
always, in case I may see the Badge that he
wore. Often I have seen it: once, in the kindness
of the good God, an officer of the Regiment was
billeted in my house."
I happened to be going on leave shortly after
this. I found a replica of the medal in the South
Kensington Museum, and by the kindness of
the officials of the Museum a photograph was
taken by means of Which a new marble medal
was made in London. The inscription on the
tomb was relettered, the tomb cleaned, and the
grave cleared of grass and weeds, and the new
medal put in place. We made all arrangements
in consultation with the local French authorities
to mark the occasion by a civil ceremony, and the
1st Battalion willingly undertook to send a
Guard of Honour from Ypres. But a German
concentration in the Salient spoiled our plans
and the ceremony had perforce to be abandoned.
But it is good to think that honour was done to
the memory of a very gallant gentleman and
that the loyalty of an old French lady was
rewarded by the overwhelming joy that I knew
she experienced when she realised that England
had not forgotten what her grandfather had done
when he was an Officer of the Buffs.
PHILIP,
April, 1925.
Bishop of Rockhampton.
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"What Goes On"
II.—SUPPORT COMPANY
HE Support Company of an Infantry
Battalion provides a commanding officer
with his own personal "artillery" and
enables a Battalion on its own to give a good
account of itself in battle.
It is the strongest company in the battalion
and the majority of the company specialise in
one type of equipment or another. A man
joining Support Company may become any one
of the following: dispatch rider, wireless
operator, carrier driver, jeep or truck driver,
range taker, mortar number, machinegun num
ber, antitank gun number or assault pioneer.
It can be seen, therefore, that training in a
support company is considerably more specialized
than in a rifle company.
The company is organised into a H.Q. and
four specialist platoons. The Mortar Platoon is
commanded by a captain, with a subaltern as
2 i/c, and a platoon sergeant. Each section is
commanded by a sergeant, with a full corporal
as 2 i/c, and each mortar is manned by three
privates. In the platoon there are also two full
Corporals, for liaison duties, carrier drivers,
wireless operators, motor cycle orderlies, etc.
The mortar itself is an extremely mobile and
flexible weapon and provides a battalion with
its own "close support artillery". It can fire by
night as well as by day, lay an effective smoke
screen and can be got into and out of action with
great rapidity. The basic fire unit of the platoon
is the section.
The M.M.G. Platoon is commanded by a
captain, with a subaltern as 2 i/c, arid a platoon
sergeant. Each machinegun section is com
manded by a sergeant, with a corporal as the
No. 1 and two privates on each gun. The flame
thrower section is commanded by a sergeant.
As with the Mortar Platoon there are also carrier
drivers, wireless operators, etc. The basic fire
unit of the platoon is the section. The gun can
put down a concentrated volume of sustained
and accurate fire close to and in front of our
own troops and as such is a most invaluable
weapon.
Although it plays its part in the attack it is
primarily a weapon of defence and in these
circumstances it really comes into its own. The
sight of these guns coming into action is a fine
morale booster for the man in the rifle section
when facing a determined enemy attack.
The AntiTank Platoon is commanded by a
captain, who is assisted by a platoon sergeant

T

and an admin, sergeant. Each gun detachment
consists of a corporal and five men plus the
driver of the towing carrier. The gun fires a
shell which can penetrate the armour of most
tanks that are known to exist today and can be
manhandled by its crew for short distances.
However, with the armour on tanks increasing
every day it is probably not yet the real answer
for the infantry battalion.
The Assault Pioneer Platoon is commanded by
a subaltern, with a platoon sergeant to assist
him, and each section consists of a corporal and
ten pioneers. It has various roles and can carry
out the following tasks
(a) Lay .minefields.
(b) Clear minefields.
(c) Blow pathways through minefields to assist
assaulting infantry.
(d) Blow gaps in barbed wire.
(e) Improvise craft for assault rivercrossings.
(/) Carry out simple field engineering.
To summarise, the Support Company has ari
immense amount of equipment to maintain;
the company's strength is about one and a half
times that of a rifle compariy and the proportion
of full N.C.O.s is much higher. Unlike the
Navy, the R.A.F. and the specialist arms of the
Army, a specialist in an infantry battalion is a
soldier first and a specialist second; he must
never be allowed, therefore, to forget his basic
infantry training.
In Support Company the soldier, in addition
to being trained in his own particular support
weapon or equipment, must be proficient in the
ordinary platoon weapons, and last but not
least his own personal weapon. His job is
therefore a highly responsible one. In the
majority of cases the success of an operation lies
in his ability to maintain his weapon in action
under the worst conditions.
In the Battalion at the moment the following
positions are held:—
Company Commander: Capt. Semmence.
Mortar Platoon Commander: Lieut. Dalgliesh.
Platoon Sergeant : Sgt. Ellis.
M.M.G. Platoon Commander : Lieut. Mullins.
Platoon Sergeant : Sgt. Horswell.
AntiTank Platoon Commander: Lt. Grugepn.
Platoon Sergeant: Sgt. Richards, M.M.
Assault Pioneer Platoon Commander: Not yet
appointed.
V,
Platoon Sergeant: Not yet appointed.
o
Sergeant i/c Carriers: Sgt, Cockertori,
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Correspondence
Empire House,
175 Piccadilly,
London, W.l.
3rd May, 1951.

To The Editor, " The Dragon ",
The Buffs Regimental Journal.
Dear Sir,
Will you allow me, through your Journal, to make
known the additional facilities now available in King
Edward VII's Hospital for Officers, Beaumont House,
Beaumont Street, W.l.
Until recently patients have as a rule made their own
arrangements for the payment of their physicians and
surgeons, but the Council of the Hospital has now taken
the important step of inviting a number of eminent London
physicians and surgeons to form a Consulting Staff.
Patients who desire to avail themselves of the service of
the Consulting Staff will be charged fees in accordance
with their means on an agreed scale. Patients may,
however, still make their own arrangements with any
physician or surgeon of their choice, if they so desire.
Subscribers, who are entitled to special rates for nursing
and maintenance, are asked to pay £1 yearly by banker's
order, which can be obtained from the Hon. Appeals
Secretary/Empire House, 175 Piccadilly, London, W.l,
who will also be pleased to receive donations.
Yours very truly,
J. B. ADAMS.
*

*

*

189 St. Luke's Avenue,
Ramsgate.

To The Editor, " The Dragon.
Dear Sir,
No. 2076 ExColourSergeant G. Stevens and Mrs.
Stevens celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary on
May 23rd.
Married into the Regiment at South Willesborough
Church in 1896, served in India for several years, and for
some time as Camp C.Q.M.S. of the Rest Camp at Poona,
Mr. and Mrs. Stevens, who now live at No. 1 Buffs
Cottages, Rumfields Road, Broadstairs, are still very
keen Buffs.
Mr. Stevens attends Ramsgate Branch meetings regularly
while Mrs. Stevens, who is ViceChairman of the Dover
Branch Ladies' Guild, travels to Dover every month for
their meetings, and this feat for a couple in the regions of
four score years is really a fine example to any Buff, past
or present.
Trusting this may be of interest and an example to many.
Yours faithfully,
J. R. HOGBEN.

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Capt. B. McGrath, M.C., to be Major, 15th April, 1951.
EMERGENCY COMMISSION

2nd Lt. D. R. A. Spankie relinquishes his commn.,
6th February, 1951, on enlistment in ranks T.A.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt. D. A. T. Butcher to be Capt., 14th April, 1951.
Lt. A. D. Coote to be Capt., 21st April, 1951.
Continued on p. 119

1st Battalion

I;

[T is a very real pleasure to
be able to begin this
"month's Editorial with
some very sincere, though of
necessity somewhat belated,
congratulations to our late
C.O., Lieut.Col. F. W. B.
Parry, on his new appoint
ment. Readers with suffici
ently retentive memories may
perhaps recall that the hope
was expressed, in the March
issue of this Journal, that the
Colonel's name would emerge
from the Military Secretary's
hat when the choice of a
Brigade Group Colonel came to be made. As
readers will doubtless know by now, Colonel
Parry's name did indeed appear, and all ranks
of his old Battalion send him, through these
columns, their best wishes and warmest con
gratulations. It will be more than pleasant to
have him and his family on our doorstep once
again and we anticipate seeing them often during
the coming months. We visualise that, in these
stringent days, all hands are being turned to the
plough because, let's face it,
Red flannel's got, I'd have you know,
A price that knocks you flat.
Do you suppose that Bren could sew
A strip around your hat ?
There'll also be some bits to go
On Service Dress and Blues.
Provided that they're not for show
Such jobs are surely Sue's ?
We look forward to being able to scrutinize,
at close quarters and before very long, the
results of these labours.
Although Dover—to say nothing of civilization
—seems a long way off as these words are written,
mention must be made here of the visit to Old
Park of the Colonel of the Regiment, early in
April, and to the Spring Meeting of the Golfing
Society at Sandwich. This latter event was
covered, after a fashion, in last month's issue,
but Lieut. Giilum deserves a further mention
for the admirable golf that he played while
winning the Brinckman Cup. It is also most
encouraging to learn that Lieut. Grugeon
intends taking up the game and that he is con
templating the purchase of a set of clubs discarded
a short while ago by the Commanding Officer.
It is much to be hoped that his example will be
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followed by others so that, in the years to come,
the Regiment may be represented at Army
Golfing Meetings not by the collection of old
boilingfowls who have stalked the henrun for
so long but by some upandcoming pullets.
Mention of such things brings one somewhat
naturally to the SecondinCommand, who had
been selected for the Regimental team to play
in the Army Meeting at Prestwick early this
month. A game of squash against the Adjutant
of the 4/5th Battalion, however, proved too
much for the ligaments of his right knee and that,
briefly, is the story of how Major Ravenhill
came to be included in the Regimental team.
The SecondinCommand, after lying doggo in
Dover for three weeks, ventured up to Stanford
to join the Battalion there, had a good look round
for a week, decided that the pace was too hot and
the place too cold, and retired hurt again to
Dover. It will be interesting to see, at the begin
ning of June—with the first spasm of training
finished and the Battalion's brief cricket season
about to begin—whether or not he is in circulation
again.
Those readers with a working knowledge of
Norfolk in general and of the ThetfordBrandon
area in particular will be able readily to visualise
the more outstanding topographical features of
that part of England in which the Battalion at
present finds itself. If those readers without that
knowledge care to conjure up a mental picture
composite of Chobham Ridges, Luneburg
Heath, Long Valley and the first hole at Worples
don they, too, may be able to form a very fair
idea of the type of country encountered on the
Stanford Practical Training Area. And if the
weather enjoyed—or rather endured—by all
readers has been even half as foul as the East
Anglian variety, then they have the heartfelt
sympathy of all ranks.
The move to this veritable wilderness—where
the only living creatures, apart from "the brutal
and licentious soldiery", are two million rabbits,
several thousand pigeon, partridge and pheasant,
and the odd hare or two—took place in the
middle of the month. The drive through the
night, and through part of the following day,
seemingly went without undue incident. For the
first few days all ranks were accommodated—
for want of a better word—in tents, but that
particular brand of misery soon gave way to
the luxury of Nissen huts, of coke stoves and
level floors. Training of all descriptions was at
once embarked upon and full use made of the
various ranges, of all types and sizes. This period
of frenzied activity is with us still and promises
to continue thus, right up to the very last possible
moment. The resurrection of an Infantry

Division is not, we all realise, a thing to be
lightly undertaken.
We welcomed 2/Lieut. Turner, from Eaton
Hall, during the month and, as this Editorial
is written, Major Ravenhill returns to the
Regiment after a lengthy sojourn in faraway
places. It is pleasant to have them both with us.
Equally pleasant to record is the safe and sound
arrival of two brand new little numbers in the
form of sons, on the scale of one each to Major
ffrenchBlake and Captain Dubois. To both
families we offer our congratulations and hope
that all goes well.
Towards the end of the month Major Harris
St. John, Lieut. Mullins, 2/Lieut. West and 50
men from the Battalion escaped from Stanford
to Dover, there to rehearse the Guard of Honour
ceremonial required for the arrival of the Colonel
inChief on May 8th. An unnecessarily long wait
on the quayside in the cold and the wet, and the
partial destruction of the King's Colour by the
biting NorthEasterly wind which whistled
through Dover harbour all day, did not in any
way detract from the smartness of the drill and
the general bearing of the Guard. There were
many spectators, of all ranks and ages, to watch
the ceremony, all of them undaunted by the
execrable weather. It was interesting to note that
members of a ceremonial Guard can still contrive
to pass clean out on parade even on a bitterly
cold day. It was gratifying to see that the Royal
Navy—who found the other half of the Guard of
Honour on this occasion—were themselves not
exempt from such things; the match finally ended
all square, both Guards having suffered one
casualty each.
The Battalion was represented by the Second
inCommand, R.Q.M.S. Howe and Sgt. Richards,
when a deputation from the Regiment
waited upon the ColonelinChief at Buckingham
Palace on the morning of May 10th. This was a
great occasion for all concerned and our con
gratulations go to Colonel F. W. B. Parry and
to R.Q.M.S. Howe on their award of the Order
of the Dannebrog. During the visit to Bucking
ham Palace it was pleasant to meet up again with
Lieut.Col. Edelmann, Military Attache in Copen
hagen, who was a member of the Danish Royal
Suite. Is it too much to hope that this appoint
ment might be "cornered" by the Regiment ?
Although our only thoughts of cricket so far
have been those awakened by the reports in the
less expensive editions of the daily press, the
Battalion's alltoobrief cricket season will be
upon us shortly after this Editorial appears in
print. Space permitting, therefore, here is what
the Battalion's fixture list looks like (weather
permitting!):—
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CRICKET FIXTURES, 1951
June 5 Tu. Grenfell Cricket Club. Old Park.
13 W. *R. Fusiliers. Burton Court.
K. Div., Kent County Constabulary.
Old Park.
15 F.
Trinity Hall, Cambridge. Old Park.
21 Th. St. Lawrence C.C. Old Park.
26 Tu. Southampton Wednesday C.C. Old
Park.
27 W. *fSt. Edmund's School, Canterbury.
28 Th. *fE. Surrey Regiment.
29 F. *fQ.O.R.W.K.
30 S. *fB.B.
July 1 S. *fShepway Stragglers C.C.
3 Tu. "Dublin University C.C. New Infantry
Rn

yyn c\r c

6 F.
Q.O.R.W.K. Maidstone.
7 S.
St. Lawrence C.C. Canterbury.
14 S.
Sheldwich C.C. Old Park.
* Regimental Match.
f Regimental Cricket Week. All matches played on New
Infantry Barracks ground.
SERGEANTS' MESS
With the increasing activities of the past few weeks it
came as quite a surprise to be reminded that our con
tribution was once again due. Not having received the
last issue it is very difficult to know where to begin so
I must ask forgiveness if I repeat that which has already
been published.
Easter once again found the Mess almost deserted,
almost all members proceeding on leave. This included
the staff. Information reached us that the thirsty members
residing in Married Quarters in Old Park Barracks found
the Mess far more convenient than the nearest Public
House and, with their wives, enjoyed one or two evenings.
In any case the weather was excuse enough not to go
further away.
Soon after our return we had a foretaste of camp
owing to the hot water system failing to function ; we
now know what it is to be cold. Many hard words were
heard of the hardships of shaving in cold water but for
one member this did not last long—an electric kettle
being produced.
The majority of members eventually returned rio us,
the powers that be having decided that more leave than
work was being performed ; one absentee was Sgt.
Bollard who spent his extension of leave on his honey
moon. To him and to Mrs. Bollard all members
the
Mess, both past and present, offer congratulafi
, the
very best of luck and happiness for the future.
Q.M.S.I. Middleton, known by members who served in
Hong Kong, and C.S.M.® Cockhead, both of S.AC.C.,
paid a short visit to the Battalion and strange weapons
were seen in the entrance hall of the Mess.
A Social and Games evening was arranged ^ the
Dover Working Men's Club in return for their in^ ation
of the previous month. Unfortunately owing « the
failure of transport very few members arrived, but "tanks
to the few, and to the wives of our married membe who
so kindly turned out on such a bitter night, an en* ^able
evening was had by all.
With H Hour (date of proceeding to camp) only two
days hence, the Mess once again took on a similar
appearance to when we took over—bareness and very
uninviting, but as we were not to occupy it for at least
another six weeks it came as no hardship. Approximately
a week before we had begun training for camp having

been issued with our own 4 'eating irons" to take to meals.
Although this training began well in advance I regret
to say that the Caterer is still in constant demand to supply
implements at meal times.
The move to Stanford in Norfolk was carried out by
night by a convoy over two miles in length. Quite a new
experience was gained on this by the sight of a very
heavy frost in the extremely early hours of the morning as
we passed through London. The normal comfort of
travelling by Jeep was far from apparent. The less said
of this move the better.
On arrival at the area, with the 1st Battalion H.L.I, in
occupation of the hutted accommodation, the choice of
sleeping in tents or in the open air was the only option
given. Not being Khartoum it was without doubt that
the choice was tents. As usual our arrival was heralded
by rain and a bitter East wind, so our first impressions
were far from good. The cries of44Oh ! for Khartoum"
were well voiced especially as in the first four days the
sun refused to make an appearance.
We had full use of the communal Sergeants' Mess
administered by 1st Battalion H.L.I, and considered
ourselves well off with this comfort. Being one of the few
places in which hot water was available many members
were noticed proceeding to breakfast with towels under
their arms !
The 1st Battalion H.L.I, having departed it is now our
duty to carry on with running the Mess and in spite of
many setbacks we have at least made ourselves comfort
able with the carets brought from Dover and a visit to
the accommodation stores. In the very near future we
hope to hold "Stag" parties with the members of other
Messes in this location. Already a "Night Patrol" has
been out to the 1st Battalion East Surrey Regiment.
With the F.A. Cup Final only two days away it was
suggested that we stage our own, so a game against the
Officers was arranged. Although the ground was not
quite in such good condition as Wembley and the standard
of play not up to that of Blackpool or Newcastle, everyone
(including spectators) thoroughly enjoyed this very spirited
game. The referee had the hardest job of all to decide
whether soccer or rugby rules were in operation. Having
scored three goals in the first half the game had every
sign of developing into a record score but the Officers had
different ideas and bringing their tanks, including one
of ours, into the game scored towards the end. On whose
suggestion the period of play was reduced in the second
half is a debateable point. Many old timers were noticed
in both teams. The team was well entertained in the
Officers' Mess at the conclusion. The Mess team was
represented by the following members : R.S.M. Weeks,
C.S.M.s White, Callaway and Faulkner, Sgts. Giblett,
Gardner, Brice, Streemes, Jameson, Diamond and D/M.
Moyes.
Finally, to quote the Orderly Room, here are the
"Casualty Reports" from the Mess.
Our congratulations go to Sgts. Adams and Bradley on
their recent promotion and we wish them a long and
happy stay.
Sgts. Noy and Villhaber are in hospital but we hope to
see them back again in the near future fully recovered.
We welcome back from hospital C.S.M. Maker, who
having preferred this to the education examination, only
succeeded in being thrown out after causing a fire. He is
now fully recovered from his illness but is becoming very
grey with being the Father of H.Q. Company.
We have already mentioned the bold and courageous
move of Sgt. Bollard.

[109]

THE D RAGON
Soon after our occupation of the hutted camp we had
a few days of a minor heatwave when the countryside
looked its best, except for marching troops, and "Bare
Buff" was suggested.
Our further activities in camp I must leave until our
next contribution is due, so for the present this concludes
these notes.
*

*

*

CORPORALS' CLUB
In the wilderness of South Bodney Camp the shadow
of time slowly but surely merges the hours and days into
weeks, so that I find that the monthly contribution for
The Dragon is already due, and as I have already been
reminded of its proximity no further opportunities must
be wasted before we go to press once more, and bring to
all our readers, both past and present as full an account
as possible of our doings during the past month.
The echo of experiences of the very successful dance
held at the end of last month, which has since appeared in
print in our previous edition, complete with photo, can
still be heard amongst all those who attended, and stories
told and retold regaiding the various achievements of
certain members never seem to reach the same climax, as
from day to day they increase in magnitude akin to those
famous tales related by anglers of the fish that have fallen
victim of their skill.
After the ball was over, the daily routine of normal
life once more awakened us into our regular habits, life
in the Club Room settled down to the accustomed tempo
and remained very much the same, the only change being
the withdrawal of some surplus furniture, and our piano,
which we hear (with a sign of relief) is in the process of
being replaced by a new model. An orthodox cabinet for
our dart board has been erected ; there are now continuous
"friendlies" during all open hours, in preparation for
matches of a more serious nature which are to take place
in the future. One change which one feels should not be
omitted, since this month was the first time it had been
noticed, is that we can now see a definite pattern on the
"lino" on the floor ; hitherto I had believed it to be of
no pattern at all but just a very dark shade.
The addition of our hatrack is a very great asset to our
interior comfort, and there are one or two cases where the
art of Cap Throwing and Hooking, from a distance of a
few yards, has been practised till those in question perform
each night with great skill and ease, much to the amuse
ment and amazement of all concerned.
On the eve of our departure to Stanford P.T.A. the
Club Room was fuller than I have ever seen it, even on
pay night, and we all felt very disappointed at having to
leave such comfort, just as the Club Room was beginning
to look something like a Club Room. However, these
things are sent to try us from time to time, and eventually
the time came for us to leave these comforts and take our
respective places in the convoy which rumbled northward
to tne plains of Norfolk and to Bodney Camp.
Arrived at South Bodney Camp we were soon ushered
into our various areas, and found at length a tent marked
"Corporals' Mess", whereupon tne entire Club trooped
inside, queued up and waited. Half an hour later one
individual, obviously brighter than the rest of us, came
forward with the information that there was No Mess,
and so with much complainings and a great deal of un
answered questionings we all trooped out and joined our
various companies.
It is, however, with greater pleasure and much satis
faction, now that we are in hutted accommodation, we
once more have the privacy of our own Mess. It is to be

hoped that during our stay in Bodney we shall be abie to
arrange some interUnit matches of darts and other
competitive games.
*

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.
Once again, news from the office.
As all and sundry have undoubtedly read in the other
notes in this issue, the Battalion has moved from our
comparative palace at Dover to the backwoods of
Thetford in Norfolk.
We said "Fare thee well" to Cpl. Swain, who stayed
behind to attend a course at Devizes, but we now hear
that he has returned and is twiddling his thumbs at Dover
in anticipation of the work he is due to get on our return.
L/Cpl. Shields has many creases to his forehead now that
he has the whole company to cope with every pay day
and it is feared that he is running up an impressive electricity
bill with his night work. He has also joined the ranks of
those who try to get away at weekends ; time and
financial affairs, however, bind him to the camp. L/Cpl.
Reeve is still the best bet for that London train, though
he did miss the first two weekends.
Cpl. Morrish disappeared back to Dover as a member
of the Guard of Honour to greet King Frederik of
Denmark. C.S.M. Maker is still with us and, despite a
good smoke screen, still manages to be found by everybody
with queries of all sorts.
We welcome a new Company Commander, Major
R. A. C. Ravenhill, and hope that his stay with us will
be long and happy. Pte. Leaney has left us to become
P.R.I, and sports storeman, and we have Pte. Gridley in
the capacity of Company Runner. Another addition to
our staff is Pte. Moran, who comes to us from the Pay
Corps. C/Sgt. Seymour has finally managed to obtain
his long awaited leave. His place is ably filled by Sgt.
Fusco.
*

*

*

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM
The move of the Battalion to Norfolk in midApril,
a mere hundred miles or so, proved to be an easy task
to a staff inured to moves of far greater distances. Within
minutes of our arrival at South Bodney the Orderly
Room was once more working with its usual ease and
tranquility. For the first week the wind proved our
worst enemy and frequent were the chases after official
papers, ruthlessly swept up by the numerous miniature
hurri jies which centred in and around the Orderly
Rooi Marquee. There was also trouble with the tele
phoni ;stem until it was discovered that cold tea dregs
poure^ on the earth effected a considerable improvement
in reception.
Juv * when we had remembered where we had put things
beforT leaving Dover, the Orderly Room moved again
into t|b quarters vacated by the Highland Light Infantry.
Here editions were slightly better although things are
stillcramped, especially for the despatch clerk who
has tomiare a table with his most unstable fellow worker,
the doikments clerk.
Aft<|§ some considerable wrangling as to the difference
between a bell and a buzzer, communications were
eventually established between the main and subsidiary
offices of the Orderly Room. It was not long afterwards
that a vicious system of signalling was evolved so that
problems concerning work, queries and complaints could
all be dealt with without delay by those involved.
In spite of L/Cpl. Willcox 's frequent efforts to repair
the office chimney the fire still smokes. On cold days
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work is sometimes held up while the vast clouds are
allowed to disperse. The fuel shortage is of great concern
to us all, and small opencast workings have been opened
with considerable success outside the back door.
Following with breakneck speed upon the recent
Corporals' Dance comes the welcome news that Cpl.
Edwards has become engaged. He now looks forward
to the return to Dover with even greater eagerness than
before.
The O.R.Q.M.S. has so far wisely stayed away from
our present location and is on a Senior Clerks' Course at
Blackdown.
It has been rumoured that humans can actually be seen
within a distance of twenty miles of this camp, but the
Orderly Room staff have had, as yet, little or no time to
seek out such rarities.
M.T. PLATOON
At last we have the move from Dover to Stanford camp
behind us. It was an uncomfortable journey for all drivers.
The platoon soon settled into its rather more arduous
routine and is now operating in the usual way.
We are sorry to announce three casualties this month.
Pte. Roberts and Cfn. Barrows (R.E.M.E.) on the former 's
motorcycle slid on a greasy road under a 5ton truck
and were dragged some distance, both of them sustaining
broken legs. All the platoon send their good wishes and
sincerely hope that they will both be rejoining us very
soon.
Our third casualty was Sgt. Bradley, who has gone to
hospital with Malaria and may be away for two or three
weeks. We all hope he has a speedy and complete
recovery. Ptes. Orford and Croucher have rejoined the
platoon; both were with us in the dark days in Hong
Kong. Pte. Smith, an exMiddy, has now been posted to
us and we wish all three a very pleasant stay with us.
There has been only one fatal accident so far this
month, the unfortunate victim being a cock pheasant that
attempted to cross the road in front of Sgt. Marsh's Jeep.
The fresh country air of Norfolk is quite overpowering,
but no doubt we shall survive until next month when we
shall be back in our more comfortable barracks at Dover.
THE DRUMS
Since our last contribution to the Journal The Drums
find themselves in Norfolk. The past month has seen a
major change in that, having left Dover, we have been
lucky enough to get down to some practice. Beatings of
Retreat and Reveille have been carried out but for the
former the only spectators were a few officers.
We have played four soccer games, winning three,
under the guidance of our Captain, Drummer B. Batten,
and we accept all challenges forthwith.
We have dug deep into the heart of the Battalion and
found yet another talented drummer, F. Cottey, and we
hope that his stay is long.
*

*

*

INTELLIGENCE SECTION
Since *iir last report great things have been happening
and the event of first importance has been our increase in
strength. The arrival of Corporal Beale, together with
the return of Pte. Johnson from his course, has brought
the permanent staff up to four \ In addition to this we
have five soldiers attached to us for training. They are
Ptes. Morgan, Pope, Smith, Lewellyn and Cox.

It was unfortunate, however, that one of the more
prominent members of the "I" Section was unable to
come to Stanford. Pte. Waldron, wearing sackcloth and
ashes upon his head, was left vainly trying to cope with
civilian labour at Dover.
Cpl. Harrison is still waiting for his posting to West
Africa, but in the meantime he is going to Hythe on ja
Snipers' Course. When he returns we hope that he will
be able to impart some of his knowledge of sniping to
the rest of the Section.
SIGNAL PLATOON
Spring is here, tralala, Romance is in the air. And
one of the areas affected is the Signal Office. First of all
comes our Signal Officer, Capt. C. J. Griffin: then Cpl.
Brown, who at long last has decided to take the plunge.
Not to be outdone, Pte. Nairne—one of our very capable
D.R.s and daring too—has announced that he will be
signing on for wedded bliss. Last of all comes Pte. Piggott,
a budding signaller, looking forward very much to being a
budding husband. The humble narrator of these notes is
still single, and together with many other signallers—also
single—is watching the approach of June with the gravest
suspicion. One never knows.
So far, the schemes have been going very well, with the
whole platoon fully occupied. A lot of our younger
members have been showing themselves quite proficient
with the "31" set, and with line laying. But the older
members look fondly back to the days in Hong Kong and
Khartoum, when more skill was required on a bigger set.
Feet have come in very handy in this remote district.
The platoon have sallied forth on many route marches,
proving they could all sing as well—if not better—than
Nelson Eddy, if only given the chance. Besides route
marches, there is the long walk into Watton for the local
flick or a slightly shorter route to the nearest pub, even
shorter on the way back. What with one thing and
another we are all pretty fit.
Pte. Coppard emerged from hospital a new man again,
followed quickly by Ptes. Fanjat and Stewart; "Dusty"
Miller is spinning out his stay it seems.
Spring, too, has brought out the music in us. As well
as singers, we have an excellent quartette of harmonica
players composed of Ptes. Piggott, Pennicard, Cpl. Joyce
and L/Cpl. Dunk; their selection is varied and nothing
appears to defeat them.
A jeep has arrived in the Platoon. Yes, a real jeep !
We had regarded this as a merely mythical vehicle. Pte.
Pennicard left the "Don R" fleet to become the R.S.O.'s
driver and a very gocd one too.
Sport this month has been mostly odd games, played
whenever we had the chance. No special matches to
report, but the Signal Platoon is made up of sporting
men, and nowadays the chief pastime is rabbiting. Today,
however, Pte. Nairne went one better and produced a hare.
Mention must be made of our lads on the Guard of
Honour at Dover ; we'll be glad to welcome them back
in a week or two.
To finish these notes, good luck to all our June weddings,
and all the best of luck to all our Signallers, past and
present.
*
*
*
ADMINISTRATIVE PLATOON
We welcome yet another new member to the Quarter
master's Staff this month—Pte. Harrison—who has taken
on the job of G.1098 Clerk, in place of Pte, Griffiths, now
helping Sgt. Clarke,
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This has been a busy month. First we had the Annual
Stocktaking of stores with its consequent closing of
ledgers and opening of new ones. Then there was the
move to Stanford P.T.A. Your humble scribe, with
Griffiths, Perry and Hurst, accompanied the Quarter
master on the Advance Party. What with counting some
thousands of articles of accommodation stores, searching
Wide areas of Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire for
beds and tentage, frantically painting signboards, chivvying
the Clerk of Works about Cookhouses and other necessary
structures, assisting in the pitching of tents and then
holding them down in a blizzard during the small hours of
the morning, a busy tune was had by all. Shortly before
the arrival of the Main Body of the Battalion, we were
glad to welcome additional assistance in the persons of
Sgt. Clarke and the remainder of the Pioneers, so that
when the Battalion did arrive, bringing with them a brief
spell of fine weather, everything on the "Q" side was
ticking over smoothly.
Sgt. Pendle, Cpl. Dean and L/Cpl. Stokes were fortunate
enough to remain at Dover with the Rear Party. We hear,
however, that looking after the families, "doing" for the
Guard of Honour and digging up the gardens, etc., has
kept them more than busy.
At Stanford P.T.A. the Q.M.'s Staff is divided, Sgts.
Clarke and Bednall with Ptes. Lawrence and Griffiths
being hidden away in the woods at what is known as
"B" Echelon or the Tech. Site. We occasionally see
Sgts. Clarke and Bednall, but Lawrence and Griffiths are
seemingly "lost in the wood". The remainder of the
Staff are fairly evenly dispersed over South Bodney
Camp, going about their various tasks under moderately
comfortable conditions. L/Cpl. Bryant is happy now that
the Battalion's ammunition has arrived at long last and
he can be seen riding round trying to get rid of it as quickly
as possible so that there will be plenty of room in the
magazine for the next lot.
Sgt. Adams, the Armourer, has returned to Dover with
the Guard of Honour, so that he can be sure that everyone
on the Guard possesses a rifle suitable to the occasion.
Pte. Quinnel, his assistant, is holding the fort until his
return. Cpl. Rolph, when not busy condemning boots,
has been keeping a watchful eye on the Tentage Store
and Fuel Yard, but his continual galloping between the
two latter places, which are some distance apart, began
to tell on him to such a degree that L/Cpl. Wilson had to
take over the Fuel Yard which is just visible from his
Clothing Store window.
The Quartermaster has been spending his time fairly
evenly between Stanford and Dover, keeping an eye on
the many activities going on at both places. He was
heard to say the other day that provided things went
along as smoothly as they are at the moment he proposed
taking his disembarkation leave in November.
Not the least hardworking branch of the platoon is the
Sanitation Squad under Cpl. O'Dowd. They are kept
busy from daylight to dark. Even so, "Lofty" Hyde
seems to think life is one huge joke. Cpl. O'Dowd's
game of "hide and seek" with the Conservancy Con
tractor becomes quite interesting and so far he has caught
 him once, in a fortnight.
One thing is certain, there is no lack of signs in the
Battalion. The Pioneers have been busy on this and the
many other jobs necessary in Camp, since the day they
arrived. They have also managed to get into a spot of
hot water, as witness the tidy look of the Fuel Yard ! !
Congratulations to Pte. Harrison on being selected for
the Guard of Honour to His Majesty the King of Denmark,
our ColonelinChief,

Congratulations also to R.Q.M.S. Howe on being
chosen as one of the party of the Battalion to be presented
to H.M. King Frederik at Buckingham Palace on 10th
May. It is a just and fitting reward for his many years
of service to the Regiment in both Regular Battalions
both at home and abroad during peace and war.
*



*

"A" COMPANY
Platoon and company training is now in full swing,
with both blank and live ammunition, over all parts of
the Stanford area. 2/Lieut. Ward is commanding the
handful of regulars who form No. 1 Platoon ; No. 2
Platoon is in the charge of Lieut. Thomas, taking time
off from his duties as Brigade L.O. in the absence of
2/Lieut. MonckMason, who is receiving words of wisdom
at Warminster ; and No. 3 Platoon is under 2/Lieut.
Bateman. There has been a continual shortage of N.C.O.s
due to illness, the demands of courses and a Guard of
Honour to the ColonelinChief, so that we are all the
more glad to welcome to the rank of LanceCorporal
Ptes. Holland and French from the Cadre course, and
Ptes. Hougham, Cook, Hamilton, Bowd, Perry and
Manning.
Only one exercise on a higher level has taken place so
far, that in which the Battalion acted as enemy to a
departing Brigade. "A" Company distinguished itself
by delivering a vicious left hook on the final day, while
the first day was notable for a piece of heroic leadership
on night patrol. Fortunately all members of the patrol
were strong swimmers and the only man who nearly
qualified for the obituary column was the umpire, a mem
ber of the Territorial Army. The Company Commander
we can safely say was well camouflaged, in fact wellnigh
unrecognisable, while C.S.M. White was his usual business
like self, taking every opportunity to fire off any weapon
that was left anywhere near him.
After a week of living in tents, we now have a roof
over our heads to combat the vagaries of the weather,
but recreational facilities are limited and it is difficult to
imagine what we should do without our one soccer pitch.
Mention of this pitch reminds us of the memorable match
which took place one evening recently between the
Officers and the Sergeants. Suffice it to say that our only
representative of the former stood out as a shining light
in defence, and that our A/C/Sgt. was a tower of strength
in the latter's attack even if he was forced to yield to one
very determined attempt to disturb his equilibrium.
Finally, our sincere congratulations to Capt. Dubois
who has, at last, some visible proof to justify his recent
air of expectant fatherhood.
"B" COMPANY
We have how arrived at the Stanford P.T.A. The
journey was not as bad as some had expected, although
there were several things which did not go quite according
to plan. Just before we reached Canterbury three of the
"B" Company trucks took the wrong turning. Two of
these were laden with soldiers; we were not greatly
concerned with losing these. It was the third truck, which
contained the C/Sergeant, the three cooks and all the
breakfast, which caused the greatest concern. However,
they all rejoined the column at about 0400 hours. We
arrived at Worley Barracks rather exhausted * but the
cooks soon got to work and we were quickly refreshed.
The C.S.M. and his truck nearly missed their breakfasts
owing to engine trouble, but eventually arrived in time.
At about two o'clock thai afternoon the Battalion arrived
at South Bodney Camp, trucks coming in at irregular
intervals.
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We were soon taken to the tents where we were to
spend the next week, and' it was not long before small
trenches were being dug around the tents to prevent the
rain coming in. The first look round our new surroundings
was disheartening, although the weather was fine.
After a week we moved over into the hutted camp
vacated by the H.L.I. ; even if the accommodation is
rather crowded it isn't quite so draughty.
Our first big exercise brought us several new experiences,
chief of which was walking along a river bed for about
an hour and a half. Sgt. Giblett boasted that he had got
across without getting wet but alas he boasted too much
and went wejl in on the way back.
Congratulations to Ptes. Page, Wibberly, Oldfield,
Gomm and Stemp on their promotion.
Sgt. Gardner was very lucky to be selected to attend
the opening of the Festival of Britain. He seems to have
enjoyed himself, and was envied by all.
Since last month's notes we have had two new drafts ;
the first arrived some forty strong the day before we left
Dover. The Company Office and the C/Sergeant's depart
ment* were in chaos for about half an hour, as we had
only ten minutes' notice of their arrival. However, they
were all kept occupied by being given a cake of bianco
each.
, 

.
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"G" COMPANY
What a month ! Tents, tents and more tents ! As
may Jiave been gathered from last month's notes, "C"
Company were the "chosen few" of the Battalion to
prepare a tented camp for the arrival of the main body
at Stanford.
The weather proved to be quite unreliable. At times it
nearly blew down the entire camp ; the strongest winds,
in some mysterious manner, seemed to develop just about
bedtime and the rain invariably decided to pour down
$t the same time. As a result of which the whole Company
Had no alternative but to turn out and hold on to the
guy lines like grim death.
Anyway, the Company proved that rabbits could be
caught with the most primitive means available—sticks,
stones and even bare hands ! Pte. Taylor was reputed
to have run a full half mile before catching a rabbit by
the scruff of the neck and it is rumoured that C.Q.M.S.
Brown has started a 4 4 Fur and Feather'' league.
Stanford has shown the need for tactical training.
One man on being ordered to 4 4 act as sentry and observe
a suspected enemy O.P. at Tottington Church", sloped
arms and marched smartly over some open ground,
halted and stood at ease outside the front door. He was
"put in the bag" by the H.L.I, who were acting as
enemy ; the.4 4 Jocks" pulled his leg about it unmercifully.
A welcome is extended to 2/Lieut. D. Turner who joined
the Company, as No. 9 Platoon Commander, two or
three days before we moved over to more civilised hutted
accommodation so was spared the major discomforts of
the tented camp.
A new draft of 40 men from Shorncliffe is welcomed to
the Company and it is hoped that their stay will be a happy
one.
We have had little opportunity for sport within the
Company as there is only one football pitch which has
to serve the whole Battalion. Despite that, however,
one game has been played between Nos. 7 and 8 Platoons,
No. 7 Platoon winning by 3 goals to 1.
2/Lieuts. Gatehouse and West represented the Battalion
in a Sevenaside competition in the East Kent Rugby
League.

2/Lieut. West has been awarded the distinction of
being a member of the Guard of Honour for the King
of Denmark ; meanwhile, Sgt. Middleton commands his
Platoon.
Hearty congratulations are extended to our Company
Commander on being presented with a son ; it was
noticed that he was wearing quite a troubled look for
some time before the event.


*



SUPPORT COMPANY
One day before a Battalion Exercise, the Company
Commander stood surveying an exceedingly boggy stream.
4 4 Do you think we could get across it ?" he enquired
of his carrier expert.
But Sgt. Cockerton was already climbing into a carrier.
He started off, changed rapidly into second and, a moment
later, almost disappeared from view under an inkyblack
mixture of mud and water. Having ground his way up
on to the far bank, he turned smartly in his tracks and
repeated the performance.
44Oh, yes," said he, 44we'11 get across alright, Sir !"
The assembled Recce Group stood off a few paces to
rearward and put Pte. Boxall through it. He was a learner
driver but accomplished the feat with dash, verve and
great success... and the Group returned to Camp
feeling much lighter of heart, if nothing like as spruce.
At a critical hour during the ensuing Exercise, a handful
of Carriers were to be seen wending their way like a
string of alligators to this very spot. There, one by one,
they flung themselves playfully into the morass and
heaved and grunted their way out on to the opposite bank.
They then slithered across a patch of turf and treacherous
bog, losing one of their number on the way, and did much
the same thing, only more so, at a much worse stream
further on.
A couple of tanks which tried to emulate this feat were
in that bog for a good 48 hours.
Sgt. Horswell, perhaps, suffered the most in this brief
encounter. Later on in the day he was to be seen dozing
in a brokendown Carrier with what had once been a
packet of 20 cigarettes arrayed along the coaming. Each
"piece" was a filthy, black colour, and the Sergeant
was not amused !
This tale epitomises the activities of Support Company
throughout April. The accent has fallen for the greater
part upon driver training. Without drivers there can be
little support, and for this reason we have not played our
part in the field as fully as we intend to one day.
We are truly grieved to know that by the time this
letter goes to press Sgt. Richards will be on his way to
the Far East, together with L/Cpl. Green and Ptes.
Lawrence, Castle and Gwilliams. We do not want to see
them go and, moreover, can ill afford to lose them. Sgt.
Richards, particularly, has earned our gratitude and
admiration for the way in which he has brought his men
to a remarkable standard of efficiency considering the short
time at his disposal. Our thoughts will be with them all
wherever they may go, and may all the luck in the world
be theirs.
Congratulations to all those who represented the
Company on the Guard of Honour for the King of
Denmark. Also to L/Cpl. Flaherty on his promotion and
to Cpl. Bonus on attaining his fifth star.
We are pleased to receive Sgt. Noy back into the
Company from hospital, where he has been recovering
from pneumonia. We feel it is a good thing he arrived
after we had moved into Nissen huts.

THE DRAGON
Messes, and serving and retired members of the
Regiment are always assured of a warm welcome
there.

Beneath Bell Harry
lU R I N G the past
[twelve years, the
Depot has been
seen in many roles. In
1939, it became The
Buffs Infantry Training
Centre; in 1941, due to
the exigencies of war,
it became an Infantry
Training Centre; and
later, in 1946, a Primary
Training Centre. Fin
ally it completed the
decade by reorganising
_
as a unit, with a simple
charter, viz., to act as
the Headquarters of the Regiment; to hold for
a time certain categories of soldiers; and to
assist Territorial and Cadet formations.
With the turn of the halfcentury we now have
a further reorganisation. The system whereby
Regiments will train their own recruits at Depots
has come into force again, with, in the case of
The Buffs, a slight difference. This Regimental
Depot has been selected to train over and above
its awn recruits the soldiers of all regiments in
the Group who are due for advanced training
prior to joining Regiments in MELF and
FARELF, and to carry out the holding and
drafting of these men. Thus has come into being
the Home Counties Brigade Depot with its H.Q.
at Wemyss Barracks, incorporating within its
establishment The Buffs Depot, now known as
Depot Company.
Major B. H. Craig is the first commander of
the new Brigade Depot. Although the new role
necessitates officers from other regiments in the
Group being members of the Permanent Staff,
the following officers of the Regiment are now
serving as under:—
Adjutant Captain G. Hadshar.
Assistant Adjutant Lieut. R. A. StratfordTuke.
Quartermaster Major (QM) L. J. Williams.
O.C. Depot Company Captain A. F. P. Wilson.
M.T.O. Captain E. J. Ransley.
The subalterns include Lieut. A. H. E. Pim,
2/Lt. E. M. G. Hicks and 2/Lieut. J. R. Prentice.
The Home Counties Brigade H.Q. (as opposed
to Home Counties Brigade Depot H.Q.) is also
established in Canterbury with Colonel F. W. B.
Parry as its first Commander.
The Officers' and Sergeants' Messes in New
Infantry Barracks continue as Regimental

*

*

*

SERGEANTS' MESS
As this letter goes to press we are endeavouring to
settle down in the new order of activity under the name
of Home Counties Brigade Depot. However, in spite of
the fact that most of us now operate from the Wemyss
Barracks it is a great comfort to us that the Buffs Depot
Sergeants' Mess is functioning as usual, still under the
very able stewardship of Sgt. Shaw. We are expecting to
see many new faces in the Mess now that the New Infantry
Barracks will be accommodating the Depot Company ;
and among them several of the Sergeants who passed
through here last year. A hearty welcome awaits them
all, and no doubt many new "Killers" will be found on
the Dart Board. While on the subject of darts, it looks
very much as though "Lofty" will be missing his name
plate on the "Kennet Dart Spoon" for this Quarter.
Two favourites at the moment are C.S.M. Jolley and
Sgt. Sweeney, who representing members of the 4/5th
Battalion are well in the lead of all opposition.
Snooker has gained considerably in popularity, especially
since R.S.M. Hurley now makes it a habit to beat Sgt.
Shaw on the black. However, they never hesitate to
'' have one on suspicion
New arrivals to the Mess include Sgt. Dutton, who has
put in some splendid work in preparing ranges for the
Brigade Depot. Also we extend a hearty welcome to
Q.M.S.I. Cowan, who is attached to us from S.A.S.,
Hythe, and hope he will enjoy being attached to the
Mess.
A happy evening was enjoyed on the April DiningIn
Night, when we were hosts to eight members of the
4/5th Battalion, The Buffs, T.A. We extend our thanks
to R.S.M. Hurley and his P.S.I.s for their help in arranging
this interesting evening, and once again congratulations
to Sgt. Shaw and his staff for the excellent dinner and
service. We hope to be able to continue the DiningIn
Nights in spite of the great difficulties in providing fare
required on these occasions, and we are sure that with
the cooperative efforts of Sgts. Shaw and Laker, which
has always done us so well in the past, even these difficulties
will be overcome in the future.
To all members of the Brigade Depot Mess we extend
a very hearty welcome to Canterbury and hope they will
soon settle down to a happy stay in the new location.
*
*
*
H.Q. Klagenfurt Garrison,
B.T.A. 2.
To The Editor, "The Dragon".
llth May, 1951.
Dear Sir,
Yesterday being Albuhera Day was remembered here
in Austria by Capt. and Mrs. Delves, Mrs. Pitkin and
myself, by way of a Buffs Dinner held at the Mosel Hotel,
we being the only Buffs out here, as Capt. and Mrs.
Nash returned to England recently.
Capt. Delves, who is Admin. Officer with Hotel Pools,
Austria, arranged a very excellent dinner and a Menu
Card bearing the Dragon on the front, drawn by the
civilian Manager.
Toasts were drunk to H.M. The King ; The King of
Denmark ; the Colonel of the Regiment and to all
Buffs wherever they be.
We all send best wishes to the Colonel, Officers and
All Ranks, 1st Battalion, The Buffs, and to all at the
Depot.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. PITKIN,
Captain.
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London Branch

Past and Present
Association
Life Members
APRIL 1ST—30TH, 1951

Faversham Branch.—Green, J., Capt.
*

*

*

Annual Members
APRIL 1ST—30TH, 1951

1st Battalion Branch.—Turner, D. F. L., 2/Lt., Dubois,

. G. E., Capt., Dracopoli, M. P. St. F„ 2/Lt., Ward, M. W.,
2/Lt. .
Dover Branch.—McKeen, V. J.
Ramsgate Branch.—Austin, W. H., Chitty, J.
*
*


Grants—Benevolent Fund
.The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
April, 1951, are :—

'
' £ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
.;.
...
... 9 5 0
World War'1939 Charitable Fund
31 4 0

Donations^Benevolent Fund
Buffs Golfing Society ...

£ s. d.

3 6 10

Donations—The Buffs War Memorial
Fund, 193945
P.R.I., 1st Battaliori, The Buffs

Total to date

£ s. d.
30 3 2

£3,294 3 2

Ashford Branch
Ladies Guild
The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday, May 9th
at 3 p.m. In the absence of Mrs. King, the Chair
was taken by Miss Constant. Minutes of the last
meeting were read and signed.
All members were sorry to hear that Mrs.
Hogwood was now waiting to enter hospital.
All wished her a speedy and lasting recovery.
Final arrangements were made for the visit
to Gillingham on May 22nd and to Folkestone
on June 6th.
The next monthly meeting would be held in
July, and a proposed American Tea in September.

The Annual General Meeting of the London
Branch was held at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 21st
April at the Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton
Street, Westminster, S.W.I, with Mr. E. Tong
in the Chair.
The Chairman asked the members to stand in
' silence for one minute in memory of Mr. Joe
Hawkins, who had recently passed away. He
was our first Associate Member, very generous
to the Branch and very helpful. He always
attended functions and parades. A small party
of the Branch attended the funeral.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes of
the last meeting which had been held on the 17th
March. These were confirmed.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 3s. Od.
The retiring Chairman thanked the Secretary
and all officials for their support during his term
of office. He thanked Major Enright for the
benefit of his knowledge and experience which
had always been forthcoming when asked for,
Mr. R. J. and Mrs. Collins for their interest in
entertainments and refreshments and Captain
. G. J. Emery, who had spent so much time on
accounts, thereby saving the Branch an auditors
fee of £5 5s. He also mentioned Major Duffy,
Captain Woodcock and Mr. W. A. Ricketts.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.—Mr. Tong gave up
the Chair in favour of Major Duffy, who con
ducted the ballot. Messrs. Clayton, Ricketts
and Watts acted as Tellers. Two names were put
forward for the post of Chairman. Mr. R. W.
Billings was elected and took his seat. Mr. G.
Clayton proposed and Mr. F. O'Dell seconded
a motion that Major H. V. Duffy be elected
ViceChairman. Put to the vote, it was carried
unanimously amid applause. Mr. E. Tong was
elected a VicePresident of the Branch. He said
it was 25 years ago that he was a Founder Mem
ber and had attended meetings at the Windsor
Castle, Victoria. Competition for places on the
Committee had been keen then. Not so today.
Some of the old faces are still to be seen at
meetings.
The new Committee was then elected. Captain
F. C. F. Davis (2nd Battalion), Captain D. G.
Woodcock (l/4th) and Sgt. J. Wright (5th) were
newcomers to the Committee.
Captain Emery gave details of the accounts
for the past year. Mr. Collins gave detailsof his
plans for the annual dinner and for his horti
cultural show to be held in September.
There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
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HERE AND THERE
The Cenotaph Parade will be held on the
16th June, the 3rd Saturday. Fall in Horse
Guards Parade, 6 p.m. Move off 6.15 p.m.
Social evening after at the Prince Alfred, Tufton
Street.
G. W. Jones came up from Eastleigh to attend
the April meeting. He met some old friends of
the 1900's.
Our President, Major Enright, was unable to
attend the meeting. He has been ill most of the
Winter. We hope to see him in May.
Captain D. G. Woodcock, l/4th Battalion, is
getting on with our Branch Book of Remem
brance. He may have some interesting news
for us at the next meeting.
We met Mr. E. J. Hedges in Lincolns Inn
Fields. He said he had received replies from the
Australian Government and from friends with
whom the representatives of the Regiment had
stayed in 1901 at the inauguration of the Com
monwealth Government. He asked after Major
Enright. Mr. Hedges gets about all over the
country and runs across a Buff now and again.
It is very pleasant to meet him as he has a wealth
of news and experience to exchange.
6287109 W. S. Hawkins is off to Australia on
the 16th May. He served in the 2nd and 5th
Battalions, was taken prisoner in 1940 and was
on that long march from Poland into Germany.
We wish him the best of luck in his new venture.


*



*

The monthly meeting, held on April 24th, was
wellattended. Business was carried out, after
which whist was enjoyed. Mrs. Valpy was M.C.
and the prizes were presented by Mrs. Vickery.
All present said how much they enjoyed the
visit to the Easter Garden at Harbledown. Some
80 members went on the trip and then on to
Canterbury to tea. We were joined at Harble
down by Mrs. Findlay, who also came to tea
with us at the Cathedral Tea Rooms; and after
a very pleasant afternoon the return journey
home was made, all being very tired and looking
forward to another trip later.
Our deep sympathy goes to our member Mrs.
Edwards on the loss of her husband.
*

*

*

Dover Branch

Ladies Guild

*

CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received from
the Hon. Mrs. Scarlett, Mrs. Keown, Mrs.
Sellers (Medway Ladies' Guild), Mrs. Hawkins
and C.S.M. Turmaine.
REGRETS.—Regrets at inability to attend were
received from Mrs. Enright and Mrs. Kebbell.
OUTING.—Details for the trip to Ramsgate
were announced.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—The Chairman stated
that the election of officers would take place in
July. All nominations to be sent to Hon.
Secretary by the June meeting.
CENOTAPH PARADE.—Mrs. Spinner announced
that Mrs. Harris would be marker for the Ladies'
Guild at the Cenotaph Parade on June 16th.
LADIES' GUILD DINNER.—Mrs. Spinner ap
pealed to all members to support the Guild
Dinner on September 29th, 1951. We shall be
pleased to welcome anyone wishing to come
along to the Dinner. The Chairman with refer
ence to the trolley cloth given by Miss Barbara
Cousens suggested that the money be given
towards the stained glass window in the Warriors'
Chapel.
Raffles were given by Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. >
Buxton, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Timms, Mrs. Waters
and Miss Evans. Our grateful thanks to these
kind ladies.
This being all, the meeting closed, after which
we spent a quiet evening, having a chat instead
of the usual game of darts.

*

A meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on
Saturday, May 5th, 1951. Mrs. Spinner was in
the Chair.

The monthly meeting was held at the Eagle
Hotel on Thursday, May 3rd, 1951.
Major Jackson opened the meeting, supported
by the Committee.
Major Hart and Capt. Knowles were also
present. The Branch hopes to see Capt. Knowles
on his feet once again and get ridfof hisjiron on his
foot.
The Minutes and Correspondence were read
by the Secretary.
The Secretary reported a visit to Hythe to play
darts. Hythe won 2—0, but everyone had an
enjoyable evening.
BRANCH FISHING.—Correspondence re date
for competition not yet fixed.
The Branch heard of the marriage of Mr.
Millington's daughter, and it was agreed that a
present be sent. Archie Meakin was deputed to
purchase same.
Mr. White (ViceChairman) was unable to
attend.

im
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Box Collection, 20/ (Branch funds).
The address, please anyone, of G. Hogben,
late 1/4th Battalion, late Dover Branch. Please
send address to Dover Branch Secretary.
VISIT OF KING OF DENMARK.—This event was
much looked forward to, but unfortunately the
weather did not favour us—it was cold and wet,
but everyone was thrilled to be present.
We had a wonderful view, The Buffs guard
being nearest to all of us, and we all came away
satisfied and delighted.
The following members represented Dover :—
Mr. Mills (Secretary), Mr. Holloway, Major
Hart, Mr. Ross, Capt. Cote and Mr. Hopper.
*

*

*

Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 189th monthly meeting held at
the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, 4th May, 1951.
Apologies were received from the Chairman,
the ViceChairman and the ViceChairman No. 2
for their absence, and Mr. Len Coward was
elected to fill the vacant chair.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed. About 14 members were present, the
smallest number for the year.
Correspondence was read and dealt with.
There were two business items which got a bit
warm and were too big to be dealt with by such
a small attendance and were left over until the
next meeting night as it concerned all members.
The usual sixpences were collected. There was
no booby prize as we have got two to come.
*

*

*

Ramsgate Branch
First I must congratulate Margate on beating
us at darts. We have no excuses to offer, the
best team won, and we wish Margate further
success in the competition. Mr. Shakeshaft
made us very welcome. In his quiet, unobtrusive
way the Margate Secretary made an excellent
evening and we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.
Please accept our thanks.
Many of the l/4th Buffs remember Jack.
Hancock. He visited Ramsgate in April. Our
immaculate Jack found Bert Knott on the
Harbour, but irrespective of crane and harbour
grease, he nearly shook Bert's hand off. It was
nice to see him again. What a pity poor Dinky
Wlutilstd Was not alive to see these two bosom
pals ;meet again,) I bet Arthur Orchard would
have smiled!

We had quite a good meeting this month
Ernie Birch, Jack Johnson, "Jeff" and quite a
number of the younger members.
Now for the meeting report:—
At the monthly meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Association
The Buffs, held at the Freemasons' Tavern,
High Street, Ramsgate, on Friday, 20th April,
1951, there was an attendance of sixtyfive
members, presided over by Mr. C. F. Fakley,
supported by Captain H. H. Knight, Captain
R. J. S. Morgan, Major H. Martin, Lieut W.
Wotton, E. H. Swendell and Mr. B. E. Knott
(Hon. Secretary).
The Chairman extended a welcome to officers
and members and said the good attendance that
evening greatly assisted the progress of the
Branch. Mr. Fakley expressed the Branch's
sympathy to their sick members—Major A. J. H.
Taylor, Captain K. F. Speakman, Messrs. A.
Curtis, F. Hammon and S. Bing—and wished
them all good progress and looked forward to
their attendance in the near future. Mr. Fakley
also expressed his pleasure at the attendance of
Mr. Swendell, who had recently recovered from
a serious operation and every member was aware
what a valuable supporter Mr. Swendell was,
and they were delighted to have him back again.
The Secretary, Mr. Knott, read out the
correspondence from Headquarters asking for
two representatives from the Ramsgate Branch
to have seating accommodation for the arrival
at Dover on a State Visit of Their Majesties
the King and Queen of Denmark on 8th May.
By the approval of all members, Mr. C. F. Fakley
and Mr. R. Atkins were elected to represent the
Branch on this occasion. Mr. Knott stated that
the visit of the Branch to Old Park Barracks
would come later in the year as the 1st Battalion
were training in Norfolk and after that were
to do Guard Duties in London. Col. Connolly,
he was sure, would be very pleased to welcome
them when the Battalion returned to Dover.
The Dart Captain, Mr. H. Pearce, stated that
the team was playing away at Margate in the
first round of the Association's Dart Competition
on Monday, and he hoped that members would
travel to Margate and support the Local Branch.
Mr. Fakley congratulated Mr. J. Hogben,
Captain of the Branch Shooting Team, and
stated he was pleased to see thai Ramsgate held
second place to Dover in the Association's 1950
Competition. Mr. Hogben in a brief reply
thanked Mr. Fakley for his kind remarks and
said he would like a letter of thanks from the
Branch sent to Major N. G. H. Taylor land
S.M. Turmaine thanking them for allowing
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them to use the miniature range, also for the way
they had welcomed the Past and Present members.
Mr. Knott mentioned that he had received a
visit from Mr. Bruce Hancock of Leicester, late
of l/4th Battalion, The Buffs. He wished to be
remembered to local Buffs that he served with
when he was billeted at No. 7 Sion Hill in 1914.
He was sorry to discover that this house had since
been destroyed in World War II.
Messrs. W. H. Austen and J. Chitty were
enrolled as new members and the meeting was
brought to a close by refreshments served by
Host Dick Atkins.
*

*

*

Margate Branch
St. George's Day was chosen as the date for the
first round of the InterBranch Darts Tournament
match between Margate and Ramsgate Branches,
and it was held at the Drill Hall, Hawley Square,
Margate, a contingent of Ramsgate supporters
accompanying their team.
The match was won by Margate—two straight
legs.
Several games were afterwards played, and
Ramsgate won the majority of these.
We have now to meet Sandwich in the next
round, and are keeping our fingers crossed.
The May Branch meeting was held on the 2nd
of the month, at the Drill Hall. Mr. R. H.
Harman was in the Chair, supported by the Hon.
Secretary, the Treasurer, and twelve members of
the Branch. Our President, Captain Tilleard,
was present. We have to congratulate him on
being awarded the Territorial Decoration by
H.M. The King.
Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
adopted, and correspondence dealt with.
Business was quickly despatched and an informal
discussion on Branch matters followed.
After the meeting the Finance Committee met,
and a report will be presented at the next
meeting.
The highlight of the month has been the arrival
of .our ColonelinChief, H.M. The King of
Denmark and Queen Ingrid at Dover on the 8th.
Those who were privileged to witness their
arrival and disembarkation saw an imposing
spectacle—the firing of salutes from H.M.S.
Vanguard and from Dover Castle, and the
berthing of the Kronprincesse Ingrid. A Guard
of Honour of the Regiment was inspected by
King Frederic before the Royal party entered the
waiting train, it was unfortunate that the
weather was unpleasant, although the sun did
break through for a short while as the ship
docked.

Heme Bay Branch
At our monthly meeting held at May Lodge
on the 9th we had the pleasure of greeting the
Past and Present Association Secretary, Major
Peareth, and were grateful for the words spoken
by him on behalf of the Association. Also present
were our President, Major Iggulden, and Vice
President, Captain Gannon. , Fifteen members
were present, and I think this was a very good
effort owing to the vile weather, but we did notice
it was too much for the Mayor of Bullockstone,
who stated that three miles on a push bike was a
bit too thick for such a night.
Our next big event was the meeting of the
Ashford Branch in the Darts Knockout. They
arrived about 7 p.m. with about 25 members
and a very entertaining evening was had by all
concerned.
Our Chairman, Mr. Stannard, was in charge
of the Raffle and Ashford/were successful in
obtaining first prize.
Now for the game itself, which was won by us
with two legs to one. Both teams started in a
serious mood with Ashford quickly obtaining a
lead at halfway. Then by luck or good throwing
we began to catch up and won the first leg.
The second leg went to Ashford, after which we
had refreshments, which was the turning point
of the game as we started off the third leg in
great style and ran out winners on the double #
one with Ashford wanting double eight. A close
fight, a good game, and enjoyed by all.
Ten o'clock came too soon, and so we had to
say goodbye to our visitors. To Ashford Branch
we say thanks for a lovely evening and better
luck next year.
Several of our members are very busy helping
the British Legion with their preparations for
Heme Bay's part in the Festival of Britain
ceremony to be held at May Lodge on the 26th
May.
Our ViceChairman, Mr. 'Davey, is now very
busy trying to get his pigeons in shape for some
of the big races this year, so may we wish him
luck.
On Thursday, the 26th, the Bishop of Dover
unveiled the memorial to those who fell in the
193945 War and the Branch were represented
by Captain Gannon, who placed a wreath on
behalf of the Branch. Also Mr. Pellett attended
with the British Legion as escort to the Standard.
He also attended the unveiling of the Grotto
at the Roman Catholic Church on Saturday
the 5th. This is a very lovely piece of work and
I advise anyone coming to Heme Bay to make it
v
one of the places to see.
:r
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The Mayor of Bullockstone also reports that
he had great difficulty in seeing the Dead Men
on the way home after the above ceremony.
We wonder if he made any mistakes between
light and dark ! (in bottles).
On Tuesday, 8th May we had great pleasure
in providing three of our members to journey to
Dover to take part in the welcome to these shores
of the King and Queen of Denmark, our Colonel
inChief of the Regiment. The members to
represent our Branch were: Capt. Gannon, Mr.
Davey and Mr. Pellett. Perhaps they can tell us
what back pockets are made for.






Folkestone Branch
First let me explain why there was nothing
from me in the April issue. We had no meeting
as we were to be entertaining the Sergeants'
Mess of the 1st Battalion, by land invitation of
"D" Company Club. At the last moment the
Sergeants were unable to come and that was that.
We are more than sorry to have missed such a
treat, but who knows, we may yet have the
pleasure.
Now to later events. We had our A.G.M. on
Tuesday, May 1st, with Major West in the
Chair. There was a very sparse attendance.
Captain Tyrell and Mr. Hawkes sent their
regrets for not being able to make it. We, like
Fred, are also hoping for warmer evenings.
Captain and Mrs. Tyrell are in the throes of
decorating and furniture moving. We all wish
them good luck in their new home.
Oh, yes, I had better tell you what happened
at the meeting.
We wasted no time in reelecting Major West
as Chairman. What else could we do ! He has
done us proud during his year of office, and the
meeting showed their appreciation. Mr. W.
Brunger is to be ViceChairman again, and also
the writer of these notes for one more year.
Mr. Orchard presented his very lucid balance
sheet as usual and he also carries on for another
year.
I'm sorry to say we are not quite so well off
as last year, but we are still solvent and I suppose
that is something to be thankful for. Mr. Tom
Fordred wished to give up his duties as Secretary.
He was allowed to do this after being well
thanked for his hard work in the past, and then
we elected his brother Harry in his stead. Good
luck, Harry !
The old Committee was reelected except that
Tom Fordred comes in for brother Harry. If
anyone wants Harry's address it is 32 Fern Bank
Orient, Folkestone;

Of course, we still have the same President,
Lieut.Col. C. E. Wilson. Mr. J. Buensod is
again Hon: Auditor. He says he is only too
pleased to be of use.
A vote of thanks to "D" Company Club and
the passing round of the hat brought the meeting
to a close.
I have just had the latest news of the arrival of
our ColonelinChief at Dover today. Our
Branch was represented by Colonel Wilson (our
President) and our Chairman (Major West), and
they were very impressed by all they saw,
particularly remarking on the appearance of the
Guard of Honour. I'm sure the members of
the Branch will wish me to congratulate all those
who took part. We take a very personal interest
in the fact that Lieut. C. West should have been
chosen to carry the King's Colour.
*

*

*

Faversham Branch
Our monthly meeting was held at the Car
penter's Arms at Eastling on Monday, 7th May,
1951, with Captain Green in the Chair.
We spent a very good evening after having
finished our business, which was mainly arranging
for our usual annual outing next month.
Our old friend Jimmy Chesson read us a letter
he had received from our late Chairman, Major
Harry Jackson, with the news that he is settling
down nicely and is doing great things. He
wished to be remembered to all members of the
Branch, and wished the Branch every success.
We had quite a nice attendance, and the
meeting closed with everybody happy.
*

*

*

Brighton Branch
A good monthly meeting in our new meeting
place—a dozen or more turned up and enjoyed
the social atmosphere. We were very pleased to
see Colonel G. Hamilton and hope he will come
more often now that the daylight is getting
longer. However, our members are very scattered
through Sussex and we must hope to see them
just when we can.
Regimental Gazette—continued from p. 107
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Hon. Major Norman Edward Seymour (late The Buffs,
Emerg. Commn.), to be Capt., 18th April, 1951, retaining
the hon rank of Major.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

2nd Lt. A. E. Ledger to be Lt., 30th April, 1951.
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Twenty Years Ago in London with The Buffs

T

'

By Major R. Tuke

HE news that the 1st Battalion is to under
take the "Public Duties"—as guard
mounting duties on the Royal Palaces in
London are officially termed—next August
carries one's memory back to the summer of
1931 when the 2nd Battalion, commanded by
Lieut.Colonel John Crookenden, had the honour
of performing these duties.
At that time the 2nd Battalion had arrived
during the previous autumn at Napier Barracks,
Shorncliffe, from Blenheim Barracks, Aldershot,
after a gruelling season's training. It may be
assumed, therefore, that the Battalion had
reached the peak of proficiency and was well
prepared to take on anything, however formid
able, that might come their way.
Months before the Duties were due, practice
was begun on the square at Shorncliffe under
the very capable direction of Regtl. Sergeant
Major C. Vaughan, himself an old Coldstream
Drill Sergeant who knew all there was to know
about these somewhat complicated evolutions.
(Young Buffs may not know that Mr. Vaughan
rose in the late war to the rank of Lieut.Colonel
in the Commandos and was present, I believe,
at the raid on the Lofoten Islands in company
with . Lieut.Colonel Dudley Lister, formerly
British Army and Amateur Heavyweight Boxing
Champion.)
Whilst the Battalion was practicing the
ceremonial, the Master Tailor (Mr. Haden,
I think, who subsequently opened a business in
Cheriton Road, Shorncliffe, where I hope he stiU
flourishes) was busy fitting and altering every
man's jacket until it came up to the high standard
required for so regal an occasion. The officers,
too, were soon running up bills at their London
tailors, for Lieut.Colonel Crookenden had—
and indeed still has, I am happy to say—an eagle
eye and would not pass any garment which was
not perfectly tailored.
Alas ! It seems the old smart jackets and
peaked caps worn by officers and men before
1939 are now obsolete or obsolescent. Let us
hope that if ever prices fall they will return once
more to favour. After all, we fought very
creditably in similar garb in the 191418 War—
and felt soldierlike.
On arrival in London the Battalion marched
the short distance from Victoria Station to
Chelsea Barracks, which we shared with the 3rd
Battalion Coldstream Guards (Lieut.Colonel
H. C. JLpyd, now General H, C. Loyd). It was a

pity the barracks were not in the City or we might
have exercised our old privilege as we did in
1928 at the presentation of new Colours on the
parade ground of the Honourable Artillery
Company.
When His Majesty is not in residence at Buck
ingham Palace if is the custom to conduct the
guard changing ceremony in Friary Court at
St. James's Palace. It was known that the King
would be at Balmoral during August so all guards
had been practiced in the procedure to be
followed at St. James's. The Buffs were sharing
these duties with the Welsh Guards, and two or
three duties had been already completed when a
financial blizzard struck the Country which
brought about the fall of the Government. This
necessitated the immediate return of His Majesty
to London and a consequent changing of guard
mounting procedure the following day. Those
officers and men who had already completed
their turn were able to regard this sudden change
of plan with some complacency. Fortunately
the officer next for duty in command of the Guard
was one who had faced greater odds than this in
his day, for the main burden of carrying through
each evolution successfully fell on the Officer
Commanding the Guard. After a speedy
rehearsal, the Guard under Major H. de R.
Morgan (now a MajorGeneral) functioned fault
lessly on the great forecourt of Buckingham
Palace before the admiring gaze of His Majesty's
loyal subjects (we were not called "citizens" in
those more spacious days).
I do not know if these perquisites still obtain,
but at that time the officers of the Guard were
provided with an excellent dinner in the evening
in the richly appointed Mess at St. James's
Palace. Almost up to that date oach officer was
furnished with a bottle of wine of his choice
with port to follow, but owing to the sudden
financial stringency which fell on the world at
that time, the wine was provided as before but
at the expense of each officer. Officers were also
permitted to invite one male guest to dinner,
but he had to quit the Mess by 11 p.m. This,
perhaps, was a wise provision, for it gave one a
ready excuse to part with a guest before he might
be tempted to overstay his welcome. Afi
austerely benevolent and Jeeveslike butler
supervised the repast which was served with aU
the dignity becoming a Royal Palace.
After eleven o'clock it was the duty of the
Officer Commanding the Guard to visit the
senrties posted around the Palace. This in itself
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was quite a ceremony. On arrival in the court
yard below the Mess the officer, clad in an over
coat and with his sword buckled to his side,
would find the Escort awaiting him in the starry
night. This consisted (if memory dimmed by the
course of twenty years is correct) of a file of
private soldiers with rifles at the slope, in front
of them the Sergeant of the Guard, and preceding
him a drummer boy holding in one hand a
massive burnished storm lanthorn and in the
other a bunch of keys. The Officer of the Guard
placed himself between the file of Privates and
gave the command, "Grand Rounds, Quick
March !". Grand Rounds stepped off and jnade
its way towards the nearest sentry post at the
corner of the Palace facing Marlborough House.
The normal procedure as laid down in the drill
book was then followed, but the presence of the
Drummer with his flickering lanthorn combined
with the unaccustomed setting in the heart of
the Metropolis imparted a mediaeval atmosphere
to the affair. Probably this ceremonial visiting
of the sentries is still maintained as of yore
but for the sake of old times let us follow in the
wake of Grand Rounds.
On the approach of the Escort the sentry gave
the customary challenge: "Halt ! Who goes
there ?", though he knew full well who came.
At the same time he assumed the onguard
position. Rounds, expecting this, immediately
halted and the Officer of the Guard would reply:
"Grand Rounds".
"Advance one and be recognised", answered
the sentry. Dutifully the Officer stepped out
from his Escort and was "recognised". "Advance
Grand Rounds", commanded the sentry, simult
aneously bringing his rifle to the slope and
standing rigidly to attention. Like a kind of
martial fatherconfessor, the Officer then listened
to the sentry rattle off the list of his duties, which
he had spent many months learning by heart,
though it is very possible he was not fully aware
of what all the words meant.
Being satisfied that Number One sentry was
alert and knew his duties, the Officer of the
Guard rejoined the Escort and proceeded with it
to the next post whilst the sentry breathed a sigh
of relief.
One or two sentries kept a solitary vigil within
the gardens of the Palace beside the Mall, and
it was on arrival at the wicket gate in the mellow
hrick wall that the Drummer produced and
inserted one of the keys with which to unlock it.
On completion of this circumambulatory cere
monial, the Escort was dismissed at its starting
point and the Officer retired to a little bedroom
above, where his martial or marital dreams were
w

afforded some realism by the measured tread and
the stamping of feet below his window as a sentry
moved about on his beat.
Other Public Duties carried out by the 2nd
Battalion at this time were the Bank of England
Guard in the City and the Magazine Guard over
looking the Serpentine. The former was a
subaltern officer's command whilst the latter was
under a sergeant. In those days the subaltern
at the Bank was regaled with a solitary dinner
and a bottle of wine at the expense of the Bank.
He was also given a fee of one guinea, I believe.
But now the Old Lady is under a new proprietor
this little honorarium has probably ceased, not
to mention the bottle of wine. Thus the Old
Order passeth and we move into the era of atomic
weapons. For my part I should prefer a pike
and the old days.
*

*

*

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
TIm following

Histories may bo obtained from tho Administrative

Officer, Depot Tho Buffs, Now Infontry Barracks, Canterbury.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Half bound in leather  £1 10s.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  £1 0s. 9d. Post free

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL
Revised edition  3/6 Post free

" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 3/3 Post free

Regimental Museum
LIST OF PURCHASES, 19491950
Subject

s.

Owner
3424 Pte. W. Bellingham
2526 Pte. G. Gregory .
4794 Pte. T. West
150 Sgt. J. Garrian
1349 Sgt. L. Power
1590 Pte. G. Martin
Pte. Harry Mullins
Pte. Charles Lever
605 Pte. E. Parnell
3419 Pte. G. Atkinson
1199 Clr.Sgt. Newport
1668 Pte. T. Gailey ...
2677 Cpl. J. A. Matthews
2648 Pte. H. W. Bourner
5780 Cpl. W. White ...
5407 Pte. J. Nicholas ...
1081 Pte. C. Keep
G653 L/Cpl. J. A. Malcolm
2628 Pte. Matthew Donovan
1276 Sgt. T. Ryan
W. M. MacDonald, 1st Bn.
3100 Pte. R. Brophy ...
Pte. Watson ...
Pte. John Smith
Sgt. F. Spier ...

Description
Indian General Service 1895. Clasps—Chitral, Punjab 189798
Indian General Service 1895. Clasp—Chitral, Punjab 189798
Indian General Service 1895. Clasp—Punjab 189798
Long Service and Good Conduct
Long Service and Good Conduct
Long Service and Good Conduct
Punniar Star
Punniar Star
South Africa 1879
Indian General Service. Clasps—Chitral, Punjab 189798
Queen's South Africa, 4 bars
King's South Africa, 3 bars
Long Service and Good Conduct
Indian General Service. Clasp—Perak
Indian General Service 1895. Clasp—Relief of Chitral
Indian General Service 1895. Clasp—Relief of Chitral
Queen's South Africa, 2 bars
Queen's South Africa, 3 bars
Kilg's South Africa, 2 bars
Military Medal
Crimea. Clasp—Sebastopol
CrimeaTurkish
Indian General Service. Clasp—Perak
Long Service and Good Conduct
China 1860
Indian General Service Medal, 1895. Clasps—Chitral 1895, Punjab Frontier 189798
Queen's South Africa. Bars—Kimberley, Paardeburg, Driefontein, Transvaal
King's South Africa, 2 bars
South Africa, 1879
Punniar Star
Crimea. Clasp—Sebastopol
Turkish Crimea
China. Clasp—Taku Forts 1860
Long Service and Good Conduct
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How to get "The Dragon"
pOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

OVER i CENTURY CATERING
FOR CANTERBURY AND GARRISON
Since we opened after the first world war, we have
seen the change
From large families and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
'*fl To rationing and even smaller joints,
But we make it our constant endeavour to help
you through the week and give you the joint of
your choice for Sunday.

BUTCHER AND POULTERER

F. R. Beaney

Your share
of our
delicous
nome made
Sausage

(EXBUFF)

22a MILITARY ROAD

23

BUS

PASSES THE DOOR

Really
Extensive
Refrigeration

Tel. 2827

— " P h o t o g r a p h t—

CANTERBURY
Phone 3637

DEVELOPING AND
Artists

PRINTING

Materials

PICTURE FRAMING

Civil A Military Tailors
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
TELEPHONE

3566

CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
AUTHORITATIVE STAMP OF
QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES

WARRENS (Canterbury) Ltd.,
14/16 Sun Street, CANTERBURY

Telephone 2107

Established 1818

Gibbs & Sons

General Printers

All
of
Claaae
MILITARY PRINTING
EXECUTED AT S H O R T
NOTICE

BALANCE S H E E T S
POSTERS  PROGRAMMES
SPORTS FIXTURE CARDS

PRINTERS OF THIS JOURNAL
E S T I MJA TES GIVEN

16 Orange Street
CANTERBUBY

r ITS A m
KENTISH
TRADITION
to shop at
'

'
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HE steep rise in the price of wool and other raw materials last autumn is inevitably
leading to higher prices for finished garments.
Foreseeing this rise, however, we have placed large orders well in advance for cloth at
the old rates, and so long as these stocks last, Suits and Overcoats will be obtainable at
1950 prices.
In our ReadytoWear Department the craftsmanship of bespoke tailoring is allied with
the economy of modern methods of production; and it is therefore the recognised resort
for men who dress well.
Lounge Suits
Sports Jackets
Cashmere Trousers

Overcoats
£15150 to £31153
Black Jacket and Vest £1941
British Warms
£29169

£18104 to £29106
£10100 to £1358
£9105

All prices include Purchase Tax

Subject to alteration without notice

Hawkes of Savile Row

Established 1771

Regimental Tailors to THE BUFFS
1 SAYILE ROW W.l

68 High Street, Camberley, Surrey

Telephone: REGent 0186

By Appointment

Telephone: Camberley 829

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.

Wine Merchants

Established 1799

To His Majesty the King

LONDON

Wine Merchants

27 CLEMENTS

LANE,

E.C.4

Telephone: MANsion House, 530 1 (2 lines) A 7097

FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE

ROAD

T e l e p h o n e : F o l k e s t o n e 3123 (2 l i n e s )

HYTHE

78 HIGH STREET
Price List on application.

T e l e p h o n e : 6301

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY GIBBS AND SONS, ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY.
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
the mayfair tailor

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions
::

::

::

::

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

::

::

::

::

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
::
::
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
::
::
]

REGIMENTAL TAILORS T O THE BUFFS
Telephones :
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams :
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

HENRY HART & Co., Ltd.
Established 1820

ANTIQUES

The most
convincing

OBJETS

argument

DART

in favour of Fremlins
comes from the mouth
of the bottle.
J

I

"KENT'S BEST" IS FREMLINS
[ii]

13 BEST LANE BENCH STREET
CANTERBURY

DOVER

'PHONE 4135

PHONE 503

The Past and Present Association
Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764,

Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES
Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. F. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. F. Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

3. ASHFORD

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.)

4. LONDON

Mr. R. W. Billings

5.

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. F. B. Burns, T.D.

7.

Mr. F. C. Cox

Mr. F. Maxwell, 7Stone Street, Cranbrook,
Kent
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Rochester

Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4th Bu., The Buffs

DOVER

MEDWAY



8. SLTTINGBO T'RNB

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.

9.

Mr. C. F. Fakley

RAMSGATE

10. MARGATE

Mr. R. H. Harman

11. HYTHE

Col. J. V. R. Jackson

12.

CANTERBURY

Mr. L F. Parratt

13.

HERNE BAY

Mr. W. Stanard

14.

FOLKESTONE

Major A. A. West
Mr. H. Taylor

15. SANDWICH
16.

DEAL

17.

FAVERSHAM

19.

Cept. J. Green

DENMARK

Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
Milton Regis
Mr. B. F Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Ramsgate
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Broadstairs
Mr. L R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Hythe
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Myiton", Tonford Lane,
Thanington, Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Cresent,
Folkestone
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham

Capt. R. J. Robertson

Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Brighton

Capt. W. M. Iversen K.D.

Mr. S. F Frederiksen, St. Hansgade,
4 Kobenhavn, N. Denmark

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester,
7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Fast Street, 7.30 p.m.
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Harlev .Square, 8 p.m.
Last Wednesday in each month, British
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Sheilons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Royal
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, R.F.
Record Social Club, The College, Ditchling
Rise, Brighton, 8 p.m.
7th Day in each month, Keglebanens
Selskabslokaler Bernstorffsgade 7, Copen
hagen, 7.30 p.m.

GROUPS
(a)

(b)

(c) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

LADIES' GUILD
Pretidtnt: HON. MRS. P. G. SCAKLjrtT
Branch
\. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

2.

DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3.

FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

4.

PEAL

Mrs. East

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6.

A3HBOHD

Mrs. L. King

7.

SLTIINGBOUTUSE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

w

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. F Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J, Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne

ill"

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Sheilons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
First Thursday in each month Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in eaqh month, Drill
Hall, Fast Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m,

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief : His Majesty Frederik IX, K. G., King of Denmark
Colonel : MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C*, D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name

CAPTAINS—continued
bourt, D. N.
T/Maj., DAQMG., Scottish Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash, J P.
1st Bn.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. ... 1st pn.
Iliffe, R. O
.. 1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt., MELF.
Hadshar, G
.. Depot.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
.. Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
.. 1st Bn.
Dent, J. E
G.S.0.3, Sudan.
MacDonald. E. W. ...
.. 1st Bn.
Marshall, F
.. 1st Bn.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
.. 1st Bn.
Peckham, A. D.
4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J
.. 1st Bn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
.. War Office.
Willows, D. A.
.. 2nd Bn. Parachute Regt.

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANT COLONELS

§Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E, ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa.
§Parrv, F. W. B
T/Col., H.C.Bde.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... H.C.G.T.C.
MAJORS

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
. Div. Battle School, MELF
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
T/Col., School of Infantry.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O
. T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn.
Craig, B. H
. Depot.
Telf, A. G
... T/Lt.Col., 4th Bn.
Craddock,R.W., D.S.O..,M.B.E. T/Brig., War Office
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E
. T/Lt.Col., I.D.C.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
War Office.
Harris St. John, B. J.
. 1st Bn.
Lewis, P. J. ...
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt., MELF.
Bailey, N.*T.
... 5th Bn. Nigeria Regt.
Edlmann, E. L. C., Mr.C. ... T/Lt.Col. M. A., Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C.
... A.P.M., B.A.O.R.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
May, J. F. ...
... 1st Bn.
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
... 1st Bn.
Plumptre, P. B. , M.B E. ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy, R. H.
... 1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
Lucas, J. P. ...
... E. Anglian Dist.
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Majendie, A. E.
... W. Africa.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
... 1st Bn.
McGrath, B., M.C. ..
... Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)

LIEUTENANTS

Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Phillips, L. M.

A.D.C., Comd., H.C. District.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
.. Language Course, London.
.. HQ. British Gurkha9 in India, Barrack
pore.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
.. Depot.
.. 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
.. Depot.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.
.. 1st Bn.

...

Griffin, C. J.
French, B.G.J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Giilum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.

CAPTAINS

Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, LP.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
§ Supernumerary

..

Staff College, Camberley.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
School ol Infantry.
G S.O.3, War Office.
G.S.O.3, FARELF.
4th Bn.
G.S.O.3, MELF.
Gold Coast Recruits Trg. Centre
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.
...
Gatehouse, P. O. R.
Ward, M. W.
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.

... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS

Williams, L. J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.
Kille, W. E

...
...
...

Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
Capt. (Q.M.) 4th Bn.

Short Servica Commissions
CAPTAINS

Broadley, A., M.B.E,, T.D.
O'Geary, M. G.
Buckeridge M.
Bailev, C. F., M.C
Ford, E. N. M.C
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. L L, T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E.
Leates, M. M.C.
Todman, N. E. H
Brooke, C. W
Sherwood, R. D.
Pitkin, W. H.
Carey, R., M.C
Robertson, R. J
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.

CAPTAINS—continued

T/Maj., War Office.

Delves, N. H.
HammondSeaman, H. L
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. P.
Coote, A. D. ...

3 A.B.T.C.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Kong.
H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn.
War Office.
9 Trav. Wing, E. Anglia Dist.

Butcher, D.A.T.
Huntley, S. J.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Barlow, W. B.
Roseberry, L. S.
Thomas, E. B

P.R.O.MELF.

LIEUTENANTS

...
...
...

BTA

Minto, I. G.,

War Office.
Aldershot District.
Depot.
1st Bn.
*
N. Ireland District.

Malay Regt.
W.O. 3 P.I.A.
Depot.

...
...
...
...
...

1 R.W.K.
T/Capt. W. Africa.
Inf. Div. Pro. Cov.
T/Capt. D.A.P.M., S.I.B./R.M.P.
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

... 1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS

Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
Corps, J., Capt.

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
... Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4th Battalion
HON. COLONEL

4th Bn. : Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
Jelf, A. G.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G., AT.C.
Collins. H. A. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J. T. D.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Balding, C. E. E.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
WatsonAlexander, B.

MAJORS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.
Pantony, D. A.

LIEUTENANTS

2ND. LIEUTENANT

Crowdy, R. E. L
RoperCurzon, Hon., J. C. I.

QUARTERMASTER

Kille, W. E, Capt. (QM)
CHAPLAIN

The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A., S.C.F.

[iv]
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URING the Cricket Festival this year the
Old Stagers will be playing Twelfth Night
on Monday, August 6th, and Wednesday,
August 8th, and Grouse in June on Tuesday,
August 7th, and Thursday, August 9th. On
Friday, August 10th, which is Epilogue Night,
owing to the death of Nigel de Grey it has been
found impossible to produce Cox and Box as
originally intended, and in its stead a play by
Christopher Fry, A Phoenix to frequent, will be
performed.

Recently the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
were authorised to recruit two companies for
active service. This they speedily did and, in
fact, soon obtained more than their quota.
*
*
*
Major N. T. Bailey has been posted to the
5th Battalion Nigeria Regiment at Enugu. He
had a few days in Lagos where he met Captain
A. D. Peckham, who is with the 4th Battalion,
Nigeria Regiment.

We congratulate Lt.Col. A. D. McKechnie
and Mrs. G. V. Findlay on being appointed
ordinary officers of the Military and Civil
Division respectively of the Order of the British
Empire, in the Birthday Honours List.

We congratulate Captains J. P. Nash and G.
Hadshar, who qualified in the entrance examin
ation for the Staff College held in February.
*
*
*
We regret to record the death of Mr. G. W.
Gaymer (6377, 2nd Battalion), which occurred
on May 23rd, 1951. He Was a life member of
the London Branch of the Association.

#

*

*

*

*

*

*

Readers who were serving in England in the
midtwenties will be interested to hear news of
Lieut.Colonel Andrew Man, who has just
returned home after commanding the 1st
Middlesex Regiment in Korea.
It is just twentyfive years since Colonel Man
joined the Depot as a "Y" Cadet, serving sub
sequently as a sergeant in the 2nd Battalion at
Aldershot, prior to going to Sandhurst. He
wishes to be remembered to his friends of all
ranks, to whom he feels he owes a debt of
gratitude for two happy years spent in the
Regiment, in which he received so sound a
military grounding.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Mr. W. S. Hawkins, late 1st Battalion, sailed
recently for Melbourne where he is to work for
a building firm. His address is: c/o State
Immigration Office, 56 William Street, Mel
bourne, Victoria, Australia.
*

*

During the month Lt.Col. Baptist Johnston
of our allied Canadian Regiment paid a visit to
the depot and on June 13th had the honour of
being received by H.M. Queen Mary.

*

*

We regret to record the death of Mrs. Holman,
wife of Inspector P. Holman, War Department
Constabulary, to whom we offer our sympathy.
Mrs Holman was in India and Burma when
her husband was C.S.M. of "C" Company,
1st Battalion.
*
*
*
The design for the Memorial Window in the
Warriors' Chapel, by William Wilson, R.S.A., of
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Edinburgh, will be on view at the College of
Art, St. Peter's Street, Canterbury, during the
annual exhibition of the East Kent Art Society
from 28th July to 11th August.
*

*

*

We congratulate Captain F. de R. Morgan on
his engagement to Miss Elined Raikes, who was
chief bridesmaid to his sister Joan.
*



*

DEATH

OLIVER.—On May 23rd, Major Geoffrey L. B.

Oliver, The Buffs (Retd.), husband of Nancy
Oliver, of Baker's Farm, Egerton, Nr. Ashford,
Kent.
*



*

ENGAGEMENT
CAPT. F. DE R. MORGAN AND MISS H. E. RAIKES

The engagement is announced between Capt.
Francis de Riemer Morgan, M.C., The Buffs,
elder son of MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan,
D.S.O., and Mrs. Morgan, of Llandefaelog House,
Brecon, and Hilda Elined, second daughter of
MajorGeneral G. T. Raikes, C.B., D.S.O'., and
Mrs. Raikes, of Treberfydd, Bwlch, Breconshire.
*
*
*

Obituary
MAJOR GEOFFREY LISTER BENSTEAD
OLIVER
b. 31st May, 1899; d. 23rd May, 1951
DUCATED at Sutton Valence School and
the R.M.C., Sandhurst, he was commissioned
2nd Lieutenant in the Buffs on December
20th, 1918. In March, 1919, he was attached to
the 7th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, Army
of the Rhine. In October, 1919, he joined the
1st Battalion, The Buffs, in Fermoy, with which
Battalion he served until 1934, being Adjutant
from August, 1931, to August, 1934. He was
promoted Lieutenant on December 20th, 1920,
Captain on April 27th, 1935, Major on August
1st 1938. He joined the 2nd Battalion in Feb
ruary, 1935, and went on a tour of duty to the
Depot in April, 1935. On January 1st, 1937,
he was appointed G.S.O.3, War Office. He took
part in the operations in the Burma Rebellion,
193032, being mentioned in despatches and
receiving the I.G.S. Medal and Clasp. During
the World War, 193945, he suffered from ill
health and was unable to take any active part
in the operations. He retired in April, 1945.
*
*
*
LL those who knew him will have read with
deep sorrow of the death of Major G. L. B.
Oliver on 23rd May. To all his many
friends in the Regiment he was known affection
ately as Bolly. Indeed, I think few ever knew

E

A

his Christian names—Bolly was sufficient, and
this surely was a proof of his wide popularity.
Ever since he joined the 1st Battalion at
Fermoy in County Cork in 1920 I counted him
amongst my closest personal friends. On this
account, therefore, I feel it a privilege to be
asked by the Editor to pay tribute to his
memory—a memory which all those who had
the joy of serving with him will cherish for many
a year.
Bolly was in many ways unique. Hardworking,
painstaking, able and conscientious to a degree
yet always possessing an almost impish and
irrepressible sense of humour and an appreciation
of the ludicrous.
Soldiering in those tumultuous days of the
"troubles" in Ireland was no picnic but Bolly,
a very young officer then, entered into the spirit
of the adventure with gusto, and when he returned
to barracks after a spell on detachment at
Michaelstown he regaled all us young officers
with sidesplitting tales of his experiences.
Subsequently he served with the Battalion in
Constantinople, Gibraltar, Egypt, India and
Burma. The Army during those years was in
the doldrums so far as officers' promotion went
and Bolly was amongst those who suffered most
in this respect for he was over 16 years a subaltern,
through no fault of his but a victim to the system.
Lesser men would have lost heart and keenness,
but Bolly never did. He just soldiered on happily
and cheerfully doing the drudgery of ceaseless
rounds of orderly officer without a murmur of
complaint at fate which had put him at the tail
end of the great block in promotion.
Bolly, I should say, was the perfect regimental
soldier—and what higher praise can one give to
an officer than that ?
Absolutely upright and honest himself, he
eschewed humbug and hated pomposity in others,
and when the occasion arose nothing delighted
him more than to pull gently the legs of any
who might offer a target in this respect. On
those occasions his eyes would sparkle merrily
and he would grin happily with an impish glee
calculated to puncture the toughest hide and
most inflated balloon of selfconceit.
There was a gap in our association of several
years, and when we met again was at the old
Depot at the beginning of the last war. Alas !
he was a sick man then or undoubtedly he would
have risen to higher rank. He had recently
completed a long spell in a stuffy room at the
War Office and tuberculosis had stricken his
lungs. But he never showed any signs of despair
being always uplifted by the indomitable spirit
of optimism which radiated from him like a
beacon in the gloom of foreboding.
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The years passed, and one day he wrote to
say that he had been invalided out. In his letter
there was no word of complaint but only the
same old spirit of optimism. Time slipped by
until one day I read in The Dragon that he had
been admitted to a sanatorium. Moved by
compassion, I sent him as cheerful letter as
I could write hoping to buoy him up in his
sickness. Weeks later he sent me a pathetic
little scrawl saying how grateful he was and
mentioned very briefly that he had suffered
greatly but was now on the mend and hoped
soon to leave his dreary bed. But alas ! he
never did.
All will agree that we of the 1st Battalion
who served with him during all those years feel
a great gap has been torn in our ranks, for Bolly
was a friend of all and I doubt if he ever fell
foul of anyone. May we salute the passing of a
dear and gallant brother officer whilst at the
same time offering our sincerest and heartfelt
sympathy to his widow and young children.
R.T.
*

*

*

Future Events
CANTERBURY FESTIVAL, Wednesday, 18 th July to

Friday, 10th August.

CATHEDRAL FESTIVAL, Wednesday, 18 th July to

Saturday, 28 th July.

CIVIC FESTIVAL, Monday, 30th July to Saturday,

Thanet at Bishopsbourne empties itself into the
Lesser Stour near Howletts (Bekesbourne). The
reappearance of this stream probably precedes
by a short period the renewed flow of another
intermittent stream which passes through Petham
although the sinking of an artesian well near
Stone Street is said to have diminished the
frequency and flow of the Petham stream.
Until a few years ago the rustic inhabitants of
places along the nailbournes had a superstitious
foreboding that the flow of the stream was a
premonition of evil and in some places they
were called woe waters. No supernatural explan
ation need, however, be sought for occasional
or even constant streams on a large scale in
East Kent where the chalk forms a huge under
ground reservoir. As much as 2,000 gallons of
water a minute has to be pumped from one
colliery there.
Careful observations have been made of
another Kentish stream, the Drellingore in the
Alkham valley, near Dover, which flows six
weeks after a pondbed at Chilton fills up.
N OTE.—The word nailbourne seems to be a
variation of eylebourne—ail meaning trouble or
affliction. New English Dictionary, Vol. Ill,
p. 488.
[The above article was written for the May,
1927, number of The Dragon, by Major F. W.
Tomlinson. It is reproduced since the Nail
bournes have again been flowing this year.—Ed.]

4th August.

*

CRICKET FESTIVAL, Saturday, 4th August

Friday, 10th August.

to

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 12th August.
LONDON BRANCH LADIES' GUILD DINNER, Saturday,

29th September.

6TH BATTALION, THE BUFFS (191418), ANNUAL
DINNER, Saturday, October 13th, 7.30 p.m.,
Talbot Restaurant, London. Dress optional.
Tickets 10/. Applications to: R. W. Billings,
14 Hornfair Road, Charlton, S.E.7. Kent
Representative: A. W. Rennells, Unicorn Inn,
Bekesbourne, Nr. Canterbury.
BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY AUTUMN MEETING, Little
stone, Saturday, October 21th and Sunday,
October 28th.
*

#

*

East Kent "Nailbournes"

T

HE intermittent stream, or nailbourne,
which rises at intervals at Lyminge has
lately been running in great volume through
the Elham Valley; it is on the average from
ten to twelve feet in width, and turning towards

A

*

*

The Regimental
War Memorial

S most of our readers are interested in the
progress of the War Memorial in the
Warriors' Chapel, it is fitting that a report
should be made as to the situation today. The
Roll containing the names of those who died
in the Second World War has been completed and
awaits formal dedication and handing over to the
Dean and Chapter; the lectern has been refurb
ished, and a casket to contain the new Roll added.
The actual altar is completed; it is made of
Bethersden marble and was designed by J. L.
Denman, F.R.I.B.A. The supports of the altar
table (mensa) at either end are carved in the
form of the Dragon.
The following are lodged in the Treasury of
the Cathedral: the beautiful crystal and gold
crucifix, presented by General Scarlett; two
crystal candlesticks; and linen presented by the
Ladies' Guild.
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The choice of the carpet is in the hands of
Mrs. Crookenden and Mrs. Findlay; and there
remains only the window to be dealt with and
that, in some ways, may well prove to be the
clou of the whole memorial.
It will be remembered that the east window in
the Chapel is surrounded by nine angels holding
shields carved in stone and on these have been
painted, with the arms of Elizabeth in the middle,
the arms of the earliest Colonels of the Buffs,
namely Sidney, Vane, Mulgrave, Chesterfield
Oglethorp, Churchill, Argyle and Archibald
Earl of Forfar. The window is to be entirely
heraldic and on it, continuing in chronological
order, will be found the arms of Selwyn, Wills,
Thomas Pitt, Earl of Londonderry, Howard,
Craufurd, Amherst, Style, Clinton, Don,
Effingham, Wodehouse, Berkeley Drummond,
Grey, Macdowall, Lindsay, Napier, Kekewich,
Paget, LyndenBell, Scarlett. In the centre
light the arms of Queen Elizabeth will be
repeated, flanked on either side by those of
Prince George of Denmark (Consort of Queen
Anne) and of His Majesty the King of Denmark.
The Dragon badge and the badge of the Queen's
Own Rifles of Canada are repeated several times
and, to link the window up with its surroundings,
the arms of the See of Canterbury, the letters
Alpha and Omega, the Phoenix rising from its
ashes and the Pelican in its piety; finally, harking
back to early times, the arms of the City of
London.
It has been impossible, in some cases, to
discover the arms of colonels, in spite of diligent
search, and that is the explanation of the gaps
that occur in the sequence given above. The
description of the arms and their tabulation has
been prepared by Major F. W. Tomlinson, at
the request of MajorGeneral Scarlett and the
Memorial Committee.

T

The Dragon Club

HE following attended the 71st Dinner of
the Dragon Club which was held at the
Naval and Military Club on Wednesday,
June 13th:—

MajorGeneral the Hon. P. G. Scarlett (in the Chair);
MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan; Brigadiers J. F. Whitacre
Allen, R. W. Craddock, E. Foster Hall, A. D. McKechnie,
J. G. Nicholson, N. D. Rice; Colonels C. R. B. Knight,
F. W. B. Parry, R. F. Parry, T. H. Spear, E. F. D. Strettell,
C. J. Wood; Lieut.Colonels E. H. Allen, J. G. Atkinson,
M: Beevor, D. C. Coates, J. F. Connolly, J. Crookenden,
G. F. Hamilton, B. E. Hammond Davies, N. E. Hoare,
A. G. Jelf, J. E. King, H. S. Knocker, D.S. Lister, P. T. G.
LyndenBell, G. E. F. Oliver, T. N. Penlington, J. P. W.
Samuelson, A. F. St. A. Turner; Majors J. S. Blanford,
C. Bossom, B. H. Craig, R. F. Crichton, C. S. Field,

N. F. GordonWilson, H. R. Grace, B. F. Harris St. John,
A. E. Majendie, A. J. Peareth, R. A. C. Ravenhill; Captains
W. G. Blaxland, D. P. R. Barrett, L. P. Causton, H. A.
Collins, V. Collins, M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake, G. Hadshar,
K. P. G. Harbord, F. de R. Morgan, G. P. Mount, J. P.
Nash, N. D. Poulsen, C. H. Reay, F. E. Thorneycroft,
N. G. Wale; Lieutenants H. R. Gatehouse, J. R. Giilum,
G. O. Mullins, A. H. E. Pirn, P. F. Wilson; 2/Lieutenant
C. T. F. West.

Regimental Tea Party

T

HE following attended the Regimental Tea
party which was held at the Depot Officers'
Mess, on Friday, June 13th:—

MajorGeneral Hon. and Mrs. G. Scarlett, Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. E. H. Allen, Miss Allen, Brigadier and
Mrs. J. F. Whitacre Allen, Mrs. J. G. Atkinson, Mrs.
Baird, Major and Mrs. J. S. Blanford, Mrs. J. F. Connolly,
Major and Mrs. B. H. Craig, Major and Mrs. R. F.
Crichton, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. Crookenden, Mrs.
M. P. D. Dewar, Mrs. M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake, Mrs.
Eaton, Mrs. Findlay, Major and Mrs. P. R. H. Fox, Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. R. S. I. Friend, Major and Mrs. H. R.
Grace, Captain and Mrs. G. Hadshar, Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. B. E. HammondDavies, Major B. J. Harris
St. John, Lieut.Col. and Mrs. J. E. King, Lieut.Col.
and Mrs. H. S. Knocker, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Marshall,
Major and Mrs. H. Milton, Colonel and Mrs. F. W. B.
Parry, Major A. J. Peareth, Lieut.Col. and Mrs. T. N.
Penlington, Mr. John Penlington, Lieut.Col. and Mrs.
T. R. Reid, Mrs. Ronald, Lieut.Col. and Mrs. L. Howard
Smith, Lieut, and Mrs. R. A. StratfordTuke, Lieut.Col.
and Mrs. J. R. Willows, Lieut.Col. and Mrs. C. E.
Wilson, Colonel and Mrs. C. J. Wood.

Buffs Golfing Society
NCE again the pleasures
of the past were recap
- tured when that most
enjoyable of fixtures, a match
against the Woodpeckers was
repeated at New Zealand Golf
Club on Saturday, 19th May.
In spite of fielding a side
containing but one with a
handicap under double figures,
the B.G.S. lost by but 5 to 3.
The score was as shewn and
provided much fun.
The weather was all that
could be desired in the morning
and in the afternoon but for one heavy down
pour; everyone managed to keep dry. So
severe was the storm that on every hole play
was held up until it had passed. Then the sun
came out and even those who had got wet soon
dried off.
The course was in first rate order and if one
chose to steer a course through the leafy glades
one had no one but oneself to blame. A certain
amount of this was observable and the persistent
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note of the Woodpecker was heard by many at
close range. A still more insistent tapping was
the ominous pile driving necessitated by the
building of houses which are encroaching on
this lovely countryside.
The usual lavish hospitality was dispensed by
our hosts and we all left hoping that we should
be able to have another match next year.
J.C.

Club Match

Played at New Zealand G.C. on 19th May, 1951
FOURSOMES

Woodpeckers

Morning

Douglas Fish and A. P.
Bristowe (4 and 3) ... 1
R. H. Twining and
Donald Cameron ... \
Mark Palmer and P. R.
Whittington (7 and 5) 1
H. K. Longman and C. G.
Randolph ...
... J

The Buffs

E. S. Scott and H. B.
Vertue
0
C. R. Burn and J.
Crookenden
... J
D. A. Boyd and W. C.
Lamarque
0
W. C. Lamarque ... i

Total ... 3
Total ...
Afternoon
G. Le Roy Burnham and
C. R. Burn and J.
Douglas Fish (5 and 4) 1
Crookenden
...
R. H. Twining and
E. S. Scott and H. B.
Donald Cameron ... J
Vertue
Mark Palmer and P. R.
W. C. Lamarque and
Whittington
... i
A. P. Bristowe (sub.)
H. K. Longman and
R. A. Boyd and W. G.
C. G. Randolph ... 0
Lamarque (4 and 3)
Total ... 5

1
0
J
J
1

Total

Final result: Woodpeckers won by 5 matches to 3.
*
*
*

A match has been arranged and will take place
at Rye Golf Club on 8th July, versus The Tudor
Club. This match was a fixture in prewar days
and was won by Dampier Palmer who indeed
I believe originated the Tudor Club.
On the 1st July, as already advertised in this
paper, the Buffs Golfing Society are being
entertained by the Liphook Golf Club. This
match gains popularity every year—the charming
links and our no less charming hosts make the
day as pleasant as is humanly possible. Let us
hope that the Clerk of the weather will not
repeat one very damp day spent under the
umbrella there.
A consignment of the Society tie has now
come to hand and any member wishing to renew
his wardrobe can obtain a tie—10/ post free.
cc

What Goes On"

III.—WEAPON TRAINING TODAY
' A ND we expect that our loving subjects
IX should conform themselves thereunto
^ ^knowing the exercise of shooting to be a

means to preserve health, strength and agility
of body and to avoid idleness, unlawful disports,
drunkenness and such like enormities and
disorders which are too frequent among our
people." This extract from an Ordinance by
Charles I in 1633, to encourage weapon training
with bows and arrows, draws attention to the
fact that this business of weapon training is
nothing new. Any student of military history
will know that many famous military figures of
the last two hundred years have stressed the
importance of weapon training. In the past the
importance of individual skill in rifle and
machinegun was perhaps more pronounced
because of the lack of supporting arms. An army
which had to rely upon killing the enemy solely
with its rifles made doubly sure that individuals
could shoot well. There has been a tendency
since the war, due partially to the large number
of supporting arms available (e.g. artillery,
tanks, rockets and aircraft) for the importance
of weapon handling and shooting to be forgotten.
It was not until the start of the Malayan
Campaign, and the report by the General Com
manding Operations in that theatre, to the effect
that he could not rely on soldiers killing a
stationary man at 300 yards, that reminded
many soldiers that weapon training in personal
arms was, and always has been, of the highest
priority and importance. The recent action of
the Gloucestershire Regiment in Korea must
also have made soldiers aware of the old phrase
"Every bullet must count".
Many people still shudder when the words
"Weapon training today" are used by an
N.C.O. or when something to that effect is seen
on Company Orders. It is unfortunately all
too true that weapon training, unless put over
in an interesting and enlightened manner, can
be the dullest subject on earth. This has been
realised by the pundits at the various schools of
instruction, and elsewhere, and they have
carefully studied the art of good instruction with
a view to making weapon training really
interesting. A series of new pamphlets has been
issued since 1945 with a view to making the
task of the unit instructor more simple.
Some readers may, perhaps, not fully under
stand the type of work which weapon training
embraces. It is not just a case of drill on the
square, a few boring lectures and then firing the
annual range course; there is a lot more in it
than that. Rifle weapon training forms the
groundwork upon which instruction in all
other small arms is based. The work done with
the rifle must therefore be thorough. A high
standard of accuracy is insisted upon from the
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start, whether this applies to physical movements
with the rifle, mental calculation or range
practices. It is made clear from the start of
training that for good results to be achieved both
man and weapon are required to give equally
of their best. Weapon training is not a barrack
square matter but is, from the earliest stages,
linked with Fieldcraft as part of the training of
the soldier for operations in the field. The
inclusion of fieldcraft in Weapon Training has
gone a long way to making this form of training
more interesting and varied, and has given the
instructor more scope. A sniper, however good
a shot he may be, will never get his man if he is
idle in camouflage, personal concealment and
simple fieldcraft. The sniper's reward for mis
takes in fieldcraft may be very cost to him, but
even more costly to an adversary not himself well
versed in the art.
Bearing in mind that rifle training forms the
groundwork upon which instruction in all
other small arms is based, let us consider how
the Army today sets about teaching young
National Service men to shoot to kill. A large
proportion of these young men are gunshy
and to get good results in six to eight weeks'
training requires from instructors a high degree
of tact, patience and instructional ability.
The present series of rifle lessons may, to the
uninitiated, seem rather drawn out and boring,
but bearing in mind that the aim is to turn out
a first class shot in six to eight weeks, the course
for many soldiers is still far too short.
The Small Arms School at Hythe have, in
the new pamphlets, advocated a new system of
teaching and there is no doubt that it is having
some fair degree of success. It differs mainly
from prewar rifle pamphlets in that it lays down
the sequence of rifle training in great detail and
ensures that even an indifferent instructor makes
the period interesting. A large number of field
craft lessons have been worked into the pamphlet,
thus giving balance and variety; this goes a
long way in keeping the interest of the soldier
alive.
Great emphasis is laid on allowing the soldier
to fire from the position which suits him best;
for example a soldier firing in the lying position
may be more comfortable with his legs crossed.
Provided that he is able to produce accurate
shooting, then the good instructor will not
attempt to make him change his position.
Obviously a soldier who has his own pet position
but who yet does not obtain good results will
have to change his style for the more orthodox
position.

Early in the course the instructor gains the
confidence of his new soldiers, partly by his own
example and partly by his instructional ability.
The first eight weeks of a young soldier's army
career are probably the most important of his
life, and the good Weapon Training instructor
does his best to create the right atmosphere and
attitude.
The success of weapon training today depends
entirely on the unit weapon training instructors.
They must be first class shots, have good
instructional ability and be able to "make do"
when training aids are not available.
In conclusion, the Weapon Training organiz
ation in the Infantry battalion may be of interest
to readers. It is usual for the Battalion Com
mander to appoint a Lieutenant or Captain to
carry out the duties of Weapon Training Officer.
It must be this officer's duty to be really upto
date in all aspects of the Company Weapons
(less Support Company) and tactics. He should
further be able to run unit courses for N.C.O.s
and Privates in all Infantry battalion weapons.
Primarily the responsibility for teaching
weapon training and fieldcraft to other ranks
lies with the Company Commanders. It is
usual, however, for the W.T.O. to run unit cadre
courses with one or other of the following objects
in view:—
(a) to refresh Senior and Junior N.C.O.s in
Infantry weapons;
(b) to teach Junior N.C.O.s more about
infantry weapons and who to instruct
in them;
(c) short refresher courses to enable N.C.O.s
to pass the Small Arms School entrance
examination.
Another important aspect of Weapon Training
is that of training teams for unit, command and
national rifle meetings. Even if the W.T.O. is
not delegated to train these teams, he will almost
certainly be called in to assist. The standard
which units attain in rifle meetings is a fairly
good guide to the standard of weapon training
within a unit, though this is not necessarily
always true. The term "rifle meeting" is mis
leading because meetings of this type include
Sten, L.M.G. and Revolver shooting. Some
people are inclined to think that rifle meetings
are a waste of time; this is far from true, for
any form of competition is useful. A Company
which is able, in spite of difficulties, to run off
a one day, simple rifle meeting will be going a
long way towards improving its weapon training
generally.
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1st Army Cadet Force
Battalion, The Buffs

I

By Lt.Col G. R. Howe

SUPPOSE that in spite of the continually
increasing prices it still pays to advertise, so
I make no apologies for venturing into
print again on the subject of Army Cadets.
First of all I want to refer to my article in the
April Dragon. I was about to write that I had
not received a single reply or letter to my appeals
except for a letter from a gentleman already
connected with Cadets at County level. I had
just started my notes when I received an Air
Mail letter from Captain T. A. Rowcliffe from
the British Military Mission to Saudi Arabia,
Caif, enclosing a cheque for £5 towards the
Cadet Band Fund.
I am now safe, I think, in saying that except
for the letter mentioned above and this most
generous donation I have received no letter of
encouragement, no offer of help and not a
halfpenny towards our funds ! So much for the
interest in one of the two remaining battalions
of Buffs Cadets. But I must qualify this state
ment as the Battalion has received considerable
help from the Officer Commanding The Depot
and from the 4/5th T.A. Battalion, but it was
not quite to them that my appeal was addressed.
THE LATE MR. JUDGE
The Battalion recently suffered a serious loss
in the death of Mr. Judge, who had been caretaker
of the Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, for many
years and had acted as R.Q.M.S. or Storekeeper
to the Cadet Battalion Headquarters.
Mr. Wellstead, who was recently appointed
Assistant Auxiliary Instructor to the Battalion,
took over these duties although his real role is
that of instructor.
We are therefore badly in need of someone
to act as R.Q.M.S., Storekeeper and Unit
Armourer.
ORDERLY ROOM SERGEANT
The Battalion is also in urgent need of someone
with experience in a regimental office to act as
Orderly Room Sergeant. Once he had sorted
out the existing chaos and established a system
the work would not be very heavy.
The Regulations are not many or complicated
or the correspondence extensive. The work
involves the preparation of B.O.s Parts I and II,
Part I to be published say once a week and
Part II once a month, the keeping of nominal
rolls and the usual office files.

At present no one really knows how to draft
B.O.s so that the right hand doesn't know what
the left hand is doing. The work is carried on
by belated letters or telephone calls and is quite
unsatisfactory, while the filing system, or lack of
one, is such that letters and documents can
seldom be produced without a frantic search.
BATTALION SPORTS MEETING & KENT
COUNTY A.C.F. ATHLETIC MEETING
A Battalion Sports Meeting was staged at
short notice on 20th May to select entries for
the County A.C.F. Athletic Meeting due to be
held on 26th May. Thanks to Major Craig for
his help, the loan of one of his grounds and
equipment and to the assistance of a member
of his Aldershot P.T. Staff the Meeting was
quite a success. Owing to the short notice and
difficulty of Cadets from distant units getting to
Canterbury the entries were not as numerous as
might have been expected but there was some
good racing and sufficient material to enable the
Battalion to enter full teams and individuals for
all events for the County Meeting.
We were lucky in having a warm sunny day.
An ice cream van, a canteen run by the ladies
of the Battalion and performances by "A" and
"B" Company Corps of Drums created an
'Appy 'Ampstead atmosphere so that the many
spectators seemed thoroughly to enjoy their
afternoon out.
Unfortunately the County Meeting was can
celled at the last moment due to lack of sufficient
entries from other units.
CERTIFICATE "A", PARTS I AND II,
EXAMINATIONS
These were held on 27th May and 3rd June
and resulted in a sad and disastrous failure.
The official results have not reached me but as
far as I know only 18 passed in Part I and none
in Part II.
I have no wish to conceal this failure since it
brings home certain facts that have been causing
me concern for some time.
First of all the absorption of the old Thanet
Battalion by the 1st Cadet Battalion in November,
1950, has been more than the existing staff
could cope with. The Battalion now covers
such a wide area that control from Canterbury
is most difficult.
Secondly, the few available adult instructors
are out of date. While the headings in the
Syllabus for the Examinations are almost un
changed, modern methods are different and
even the military vocabulary seems to have
changed. The few Cadet NX.O.s capable of
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passing on their knowledge are equally prewar
in their instructional ability.
The only thing to be done is to write this off
as an unfortunate occurrence and to offer our
apologies to the President and Members of the
Board for the trouble caused and for spoiling
two of their Sabbaths.
We don't ask for sympathy but only for help
in the future.
Now that the Training Centre has been re
established at Canterbury we should have no
difficulty in finding out what is being taught and
how.
ARE WE DOWNHEARTED ?
Yes and No. Yes because of a feeling of
hopelessness and helplessness and No because
some of us possess a fisherman's mentality.
Where we have failed today we dry out our
flies, sort out our rods and fines and try again
tomorrow.
As I write these notes to get them to our
Editor before 10th of the month, arrangements
have been made for a Battalion conference to
sort ourselves out, replan and search for a fresh
approach to our problems.
I am still confident that 1st Army Cadet Force
Battahon, The Buffs, will find its feet and be a
credit to the Regiment.
*

*

*

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Maj. (Qr.Mr.) P. W. Ransley, M.B.E., having attained
the age limit for retirement, to be placed on ret. pay,
16th May, 1951.
Lt.Col. W. H. Rowe, C.B.E., D.S.O. (Employed List,
late The Buffs), retires on ret. pay, 1st June, 1951, and
is granted the hon. rank of Col.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

2nd Lt. I. G. Minto (406148) to be Lt., 16th May, 1951.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS

Lt. R. W. E. Reynolds relinquishes his commn., 6th
June, 1951, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
Lt. A. H. Trinkwon relinquishes his commn., 23rd
January, 1951, on enlistment in the ranks T.A.
Lt. J. E. D. Roberts relinquishes his commn., 28th Mar.,
1951, in appt. to the R.A.F.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

James Richard Henry White to be 2nd Lt., 24th Feb.,
1951.
Michael Vincent Hayward to be 2nd Lt., 24th Mar.,
1951.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Lt.Col. (Hon. Brig.) E. F. Hall, M.C., having exceeded
the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the
Res. of Offrs., 13th June, 1951.
continued on page 129

The State Visit to London
by the ColonelinChief and
H.M. Queen Ingrid of
Denmark

A

LTHOUGH this very successful and
popular event received the publicity that it
so well deserved, and was described during
its course most adequately in the leading British
newspapers, I feel that readers of The Dragon
may wish to read a personal impression from a
Buff who had the honour and great fortune to
be a member of the British Suite specially attached
to Their Majesties for the visit.
By a late alteration in normal procedure, it
was arranged that the British Service Attaches
in Copenhagen should travel over to Dover with
the Royal party. We had not boarded the S.S.
Princess Ingrid on May 7th for more than a few
minutes before we found ourselves made to
feel very much at home by members of the
Danish Suite. The ship was on the normal
service to England, but to suit the needs of the
day was due to berth at Dover instead of Harwich.
No special arrangements aboard were made,
and Their Majesties moved among the passengers
with pleasant informality, and invited us and
the ship's officers to have our meals with them
and their Suite. Queen Ingrid spoke of her
great pride in possessing the Regimental diamond
brooch with which she was presented in 1948,
and which she was to wear on arrival at Dover
and London next day. There was a very real
atmosphere of excitement among all of us that
evening at the prospect of arrival next day,
and second to the honour shown to us of dining
with the King and Queen.
The drizzle and unbroken clouds which greeted
us as we approached the shores of Kent on the
morning of May 8th did nothing to dispel our
excitement. When three miles out we had the
stirring sight of three British destroyers coming
straight towards us at speed through a heavy
sea, to wheel round into position as escort,
followed after an interval by three squadrons of
Meteor fighter aircraft. Shortly after, the white
cliffs and Dover Castle loomed through the mist,
and H.M.S. Vanguard could be seen lying south
of the harbour. As we passed to enter the
harbour she fired a 21gun salute. We were
now standing behind the king on the bridge, and
not the least impressive thing was the ease with
which the pilot executed a perfect alongside.
The brief interlude at Dover, during which
the sun came out as H.R.H. the Duke of
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Edinburgh came aboard, perhaps deserves special
mention here, though it seemed all too short.
There was the 1st Battalion Guard of Honour,
in which familiar faces could be seen, and the
greeting to Their Majesties by Lord Cornwallis
and the Colonel of the Regiment.
The main events in London in which we took
part that day—arrival at Victoria at which our
King and Queen with the Royal Family and
leading national figures were present, the Pro
cession to Buckingham Palace, the ceremony in
Westminster Abbey at the tomb of the Unknown
Warrior, the addresses from the London County
Council and Mayor of Westminster, and the
State Banquet, cannot be described here. King
Frederik in his speech at the banquet referred to
the tradition which has been continued from the
days of the last war, "when Danish volunteers
were enlisted in The Buffs, the famous Regiment
of which I take great pride in succeeding my
father as ColonelinChief".
The first event on May 10th was the reception
by King Frederik of a representative party of
the Regiment, led by the Colonel of the Regiment.
The very full programme which had to be carried
out did not allow of more than 15 minutes for
this particular event, but in the words of the
Colonel of the Regiment "it was a great honour
that His Majesty should have given up his
valuable time". I was privileged to be present
together with the Danish Ambassador, Foreign
Minister, Prince Georg, and Major Harhoff
(A.D.C.).
There followed the second State Procession to
the Guildhall. The weather was all that it should
have been, and a Sovereign's Escort of Household
Cavalry, seen from the unusual angle offered
through the windscreen of a Royal Daimler, was
a great sight. The City offices throughout the
route had emptied themselves on to the pave
ments, and the welcome given was most en
thusiastic. On arrival, it was a pleasant surprise
to have a word with Brigadier Foster Hall, who
had managed to place himself in exactly the right
spot.
The ceremony in the Library and the luncheon
attended by hundreds of guests including the
Colonel of the Regiment, was to one who had
not before experienced the traditional hospitality
of the City, one of the high lights of the visit.
Equal in brilliance to the spectacle, was the
speech made at lunch by the Lord Mayor, which
was afterwards commented upon with enthusiasm
by listeners in Denmark.
A visit lasting over an hour to the South Bank
Exhibition, together with a crowd of 30,000; a
reception at the Danish Embassy for the Danish

Colony in London, r
at Lancaster House\
^
last day. Their Majek
14hour day without any\
//
was an achievement in itself.
^
On May 11th we departed
Street Station, with Their Maje,
and Queen and other members c>.
family there to say goodbye. Agaiu
was escorted by destroyers and fighter
this time from Harwich. During the V
over the ColonelinChief remarked with genu
emphasis how much he had enjoyed the visi
and we were again treated as members of a happy
family.
E.L.C.E.

* * *
Correspondence

The Chief Constable's Office,
War Department Constabulary.
25th May, 1951.

Dear Sir,
I am enclosing copies of the Conditions of Service and
the qualifications required for the War Department
Constabulary, and I wonder if you would kindly arrange
for them to be given prominence to all members of your
Association.
We have a number of vacancies to offer with married
accommodation. We are also taking over several new
Establishments during 195152. At these new Establish
ments married accommodation is being provided.
You will note that we are prepared to accept candidates
up to the age of 50 years.
Yours faithfully,
for N. G. WALE,
Chief Constable.
The Secretary,
Past and Present Association,
The Buffs.
[.Particulars of the conditions of service and the qualifi
cations required can be obtained from the Secretary, Past
and Present Association.—Ed.]

Regimental Gazette—continued from page 128
Lt.Col. (Hon. Col.) Norman Eustace, D.S.O., from
Spec. List (exInd. Army) retd., to be Lt.Col., 30th May,
1951, retaining the hon. rank of Col.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Capt. (Actg. Maj.) G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., to be
Maj., 10th May, 1951, with seniority 1st May, 1947.
2nd Lt. D. A. Pantony to be Lt., 5th Jan., 1951.
2nd Lt. Hon. J. C. I. RoperCurzon from R. Hampshire
R., to be 2nd Lt., 1st Mar., 1951.
2nd Lt. David Austin Wicker from Reg. Army, Nat.
Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 8th Apr., 1951, with seniority
21st Jan., 1950.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Maj. (Qr.Mr.) T. Burt, M.B.E., having exceeded the age
limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the T.A.
Res. of Officers, 30th May, 1951, and is granted the hon.
rank of Maj. (Qr.Mr.).
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T

HE WRITING of the
monthly Editorial is a
comparatively simple
affair provided that one has
oneself been a witness to the
events described, the con
versations recorded or the
"moments critiques" encoun
tered. When, for one reason
or another, one has been
divorced from the Battalion
and its daily round, the task
tends to become somewhat
nightmarish and it is hard
to do anything approaching
justice to the Battalion's news.
This is, regrettably, the case this month.
From all accounts events—in the form of
Exercises—during June have crowded one upon
another with such bewildering rapidity that at
one time the Commanding Officer was heard
to suggest that the Battalion might well be
redesignated The Stanford Repertory Company.
No sooner—so one gathers—had the Tragedy of
Exercise "Fortnum" (on very similar lines, of
course, to Exercise "Mason") been laid aside
than the Romance of Exercise "Derry and Toms"
was in production; at the same time the Thriller
Exercise "Whodunnit ?" was in full rehearsal
and the Comedy of Exercise "Home for Christ
mas" was having its first reading. There was,
in short, never a dull moment.
One very obvious result of all these comings
and goings, these nights and days in the open
air, this outofdoor existence, is that even the
palest of us has come back looking "remarkably
bronzed and fit", as the gossipwriters say.
Provided that we continue to have some reason
able weather there would seem to be no reason
why our tan should not still be with us during
our stay in London, after which a further spasm
of training at Stanford and elsewhere will ensure
its retention well on into the autumn.
Barely had the return journey to Dover been
safely accomplished than the Battalion pushed
off on five wellearned days' leave. The official
cricket season began the same afternoon, resulting
in a convincing win over the Grenfell Cricket
Club, and a report of the contest appears else
where in this issue. It was interesting to note
that the SecondinCommand's knee had, in
some miraculous way, successfully yielded to
treatment just in time for the match.

During the month numerous officers have
appeared, from a variety of places. Captain
Nash wheeled himself in from Austria, Captain
MacDonald from Aldershot and Captain
Marshall from Greece. All three of them are
Regular Officers and it is with considerable
pleasure that we welcome them on their return
to, or their first arrival at, the Regular Battalion.
Now that they have at last succeeded in reaching
the goal to which, one imagines, all eligible
officers aspire, let us hope that their stay with
the Battalion will be a successful, long and happy
one. To 2/Lieuts. Gardiner and Salmon, both
from Eaton Hall, we also extend a most warm
welcome; though their sojourn with the Battalion
is of necessity short there can be little doubt
that they are more than fortunate in being with
us at this particular time.
Which brings one naturally enough to our
forthcoming appearance in London for the
Public Duties—an event which, by the time
Messrs. Gibbs and Sons have printed these
words, will be almost upon us. By that time,
doubtless, we shall all of us have improved upon
our present standards of drill and turnout and
much of the donkeywork will be behind us.
The responsibility and the ordeal of being very
much in the public eye, both on parade and off
it, will still be lying in wait for us but the high
honour accorded to the Regiment in this Festival
Year will unquestionably be a tremendous spur
to all our efforts. A forecast of Duties—subject
to alteration at short notice—is on the following
page.
*

*

#

CRICKET NOTES
This year we have a lot of talent and hope to get quite
an amount of cricket during the short period between our
return from Stanford and our time in London.
So far this season we have had two games, one while
we were in South Bodney Camp and the other immediately
following our return from Norfolk. We hope to get a
company cricket league going shortly.
The match versus Little Cressington, a village a couple
of miles away, took place on one of the few sunny days in
May. It was a pleasant game in attractive surroundings—
some lovely trees and the neighbouring garden had some
double cherries in full flower. We started late, for our
opponents had forgotten to bring a ball and the cows
had to be driven to a position where they only worried
Major ffrench Blake at deep long leg. We won the toss and
put our opponents in. Sgt. Hubbard and Pte. Fuller
bowled too well and put out the first six men for only ten
runs. Changes of bowling followed, with a view to" making
a game of it", but one Sam Tolman, the local butcher,
who batted in a soft felt hat and braces and later put on
his waistcoat for fielding, led a strong revival. Sam felt
that he carried sufficient weight, kept in place by a plastic
belt strained to the limit, and so dispensed with the
additional burdens of pads and gloves; this turned him
into a positive greyhound between the wickets. At any
rate, the opening bowlers had to be recalled to dispose of
the last two batsmen and their innings closed for 93,
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London Duties
Kings Guard
King's Guard
Commander

Date

Lieut. Buckingham
Palace Detachment

Lt. J. D. Grugeon
July 20. Maj. H. R. Grace
Lt. N. F. Legge
24. Maj. M. A. O'B.
ffrench Blake
28. Maj. B. J. Harris St. John Lt. G. V. S. Monck
Mason
Aug. 1. Maj. J. F. May
Lt. J. D. Grugeon
5. Maj. R. A. C. Ravenhill
9. Capt. R. G. H.
Semmence
13. Maj. J. F. May
15. Maj. M. A. O'B.
ffrench Blake
Date
July

20.
24.
28.
Aug. 1.
5.
9.
13.
15.

Lt. N. F. Legge
Lt. G. V. S. Monck
Mason
Lt. J. D. Grugeon
Lt. N. F. Legge

Ensign

Lieut. St. James's
Palace Detachment
Lt. J. R. Giilum
Lt. I. G. Minto

2/Lt. C. T. F. West
2/Lt. P. O. R. Gatehouse

Lt. A. R. F. Dalgliesh

2/Lt. A. J. Snowden

Lt. J. R. Giilum
Lt. I. G. Minto
Lt. A. R. F. Dalgliesh

2/Lt. M. P. St. F.
Dracopoli
2/Lt. M. V. Hayward
2/Lt. D. F. L. Turner

Lt. J. R. Giilum
Lt. I. G. Minto

2/Lt. G. P. Gardiner
2/Lt. E. H. Salmon

Tower of London

Bank Picquet

Capt. R. G. H. Semmence
Capt. G. E. Dubois
Capt. D. P. R. Barrett
Capt. J. P. Nash
Capt. F. Marshall
Capt. G. A. McGrath
Capt. E. W. MacDonald
Capt. G. E. Dubois

2/Lt. E. H. Salmon
2/Lt. G. P. Gardiner
2/Lt. D. F. L. Turner
2/Lt. M. V. Hayward
2/Lt. A. J. Snowden
2/Lt. M. P. St. F. Dracopoli
2/Lt. P. O. R. Gatehouse
2/Lt. C. T. F. West

Sgt. Hubbard and Pte. Fuller bowled really well and
produced good figures; Fuller also brought off an excellent
catch in the slips, but otherwise our bowling and fielding
was unsteady to say the least of it.
We had a very welcome and unusually good tea in the
"pavilion", a doubledecker 'bus that had found its way
on to the ground one year and had failed to remove itself.
We then tried to show form with the bat. Capl. Weatherall
looked happy, but was run out; Major ffrench Blake
struck one blow and attempted a second; Lieut. Legge
batted well and showed what pleasant strokes he can play
and was our main scoring force. It was left to the tail
enders, Ptes. CecilSmith and Fuller, to put on a few runs
to save our face a bit.
We lost but all thoroughly enjoyed the game and learnt
that one can't risk ''making a game of it" with any village
side on their home ground.
LITTLE CRESSINGHAM

G. Sutton, b Fuller
L. Smith, cWest, b Fuller
W. Jones, c Snowden, b Fuller
W. Hoggett, b Fuller
G. Ward, b Hubbard
J. Ward, b Hubbard
M. Jones, b Mullins
C. Jones, c Fuller, b Hubbard
W. Lane, c CecilSmith, b Gilfrin
S. Tolman, not out
J. Rix, b Hubbard
Extras
Total

0
5
15
2
0
0
11
0
11
14
8
26
93

Bowling:^Fuller 413, Hubbard 411, Mullins 17,
Gilfrin 18.

THE BUFFS

Cpl. Weatherall, run out
2/Lieut. West, c Smith, b Hoggett
Capt. Barrett, c Jones, b Hoggett
Pte. Gilfrin, c Lane, b Hoggett
Major ffrench Blake, lbw, b Jones
Lieut. Legge, b Hoggett
2/Lieut. Snowden, b Jones
Lieut. Mullins, b Jones
Pte. CecilSmith, c Rix, b Jones
Pte. Fuller, c Ward, b Jones
Sgt. Hubbard, not out
Extras
...
Total

...
...

...
...
...
...

6
0
3
1
5
24
0
0
8
12
2
6
67

Bowling:—W. Jones 417, Hoggett 543.
The second game took place at Old Park on the Tuesday
following our return from Norfolk and again we were
lucky with the weather. Our opponents were the Grenfell
C.C., who were touring East Kent, and we won con
vincingly by eight wickets.
As the score sheet suggests, we were rather too strong
for them, but nevertheless it was a useful bit of practice
for us. Our opponents batted first and soon lost wickets.
2/Lieut. Bateman, bowling aggressively, took a wicket in
his first over, and 2/Lieut. Gardiner clean bowled Chard
in his second. Cocklin, Tozer and Homer all scored a few,
but the remainder caused little trouble. Major Grace,
and 2/Lieut. Gardiner in his second spell, finished off the
tail with some steady bowling. Capt. MacDonald also
looked dangerous in ins spell.
We had a total of 100 to beat and our opponents' bowling
never really threatened. Cpl. Weatherall succumbed
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fairly early but Lieut. Legge, again batting most
attractively, and Major Ravenhill, who produced some
glorious strokes, knocked up the runs without much
trouble. The Grenfell Cricket Club very kindly gave us a
few overs afterwards as batting practice which was sorely
needed as bruised bat edges bear testimony.
GRENFELL CRICKET CLUB

Chard, b 2/Lieut. Gardiner
Dennis, b 2/Lt. Bateman
Stevens, c Capt. MacDonald ...
Cambridge, c 2/Lieut. Bateman
...
Cocklin, b Major Grace
Tozer, c Major Ravenhill, b 2/Lieut. Gardiner
Homer, c Lieut. Legge, b 2/Lieut. Gardiner ...
Long, c 2/Lieut. Gardiner
...
Ash, c Capt. Barrett, b Major Grace
Pearce, b Major Grace ...
Farley, not out
Extras
Total

17

22

29
0
0
1
0
11

100

Bowling:—2/Lt. Gardiner 423, Major Grace 320,
Capt. MacDonald 1/11, 2/Lieut. Bateman 222.
THE BUFFS

Cpl. Weatherall, c Ash, b Long
Lieut. Legge, lbw, b Tozer
Major Ravenhill, b Cocklin
Major Grace, c Long, b Tozer...
2/Lieut. Snowden, run out
Major ffrench Blake, lbw, b Cocklin
2/Lieut. West, c Chard, b Ash
Capt. Macdonald, b Cocklin ...
Capt. Barrett, not out
2/Lieut. Bateman \
not bat
c
2/Lieut. Gardiner J>did
Extras

3
45
53

Total (8 wickets)

131

8

6
4
7
0
0
5

RUGGER SEASON 195051
Although June is perhaps the wrong time of the year to
start discussing the Battalion Rugger, it was felt that
something ought to be mentioned in the form of a resume
of the short season that we had.
We started the season with rather a small following
from the Battalion as a whole and the backbone of the side
had to come from the Officers. A few keen followers from
the other ranks, notably Cpls. Foxall, Warrey, Edwards,
Kay, Altwegg, Gaudin and Pte. Riley, soon appeared
and it was encouraging for the Officers concerned that
these few players turned up regularly for practice. Cpl.
Foxall, Cpl. Warrey and Pte. Riley showed enormous
improvement throughout the season and in the last two
matches were invaluable to the pack. Perhaps it would
be fair to say that whereas the forwards were good at the
finish, the halves were definitely poor. Next year we
hope to get some fresh talent at the start of the season for
the back line, and it is to be hoped that the material will
be found amongst the Other Ranks.
The actual results of the matches were: 8 Played, 4 Won,
and 4 Lost, so although we started badly, we finished all
square.
Whilst up in Norfolk a team of Officers, with L/Cpl.
Gaudin as reserve, came down to represent the Battalion
in the East Kent Sevenaside Tournament. We were
beaten in the third round by Royal Marines, Deal, 8—5,

after a very close game. Noticeable in the games was the
hard running of Lieut. Griffin and the brilliant defensive
play of 2/Lieut. West.
The Battalion team at the finish of the season was
chosen from the following:—Lieut. Mullins (captain),
Major Crichton, Lieut. N. Griffin, Lieut. Thomas, 2/Lieut.
MonckMason, 2/Lieut. Gatehouse, 2/Lieut. West, 2/Lieut.
Wicker, Cpl. Edwards, Cpl. Kay, Cpl. Warrey, Cpl. Foxall,
Cpl. Altwegg, Cpl. Scott, L/Cpl. Gaudin, Pte. Riley.
SERGEANTS' MESS
Only having been in camp for four days during the last
fortnight, I am afraid that readers will have to excuse these
notes if they are not quite up to the standard; it is almost
impossible to concentrate at the bottom of a slit trench
in the rain, under which conditions the majority of these
notes were compiled.
Here at Stanford, except for the weather being mostly
against us, the training has not been too bad; in fact, many
tours round the countryside have been arranged through
Divisional H.Q.! Unfortunately these have been carried
out in T.C.V.'s, 3ton lorries, 15 cwts., and carriers,
which cannot be compared with the latest coaches of the
East Kent Bus Company. Perhaps the lack of sleep was
the worst, but to some members this was training for their
return to Dover.
All members of the Mess have been classified into three
categories according to their feet—"marching"—"petrol"
—"camp"! Without mentioning names, members prob
ably know who fits into which category, but on the whole
and joking apart, all members are looking fit and well.
On the only free weekend from training a party, the
majority married members, proceeded by coach to Dover
at a very reasonable fare; nearly twentysix hours in
civilisation was, from all accounts, very enjoyable.
Owing to the demands of training most members have
only been occasional visitors to the Mess during the last
two weeks; it seemed that no sooner was one Exercise over
than another was about to begin. Our hopes of social
evenings with other Units, enjoying their holidays in this
area, have not been fulfilled. If we were not spending the
nights out, they were.
Having returned from a threeday "Outing", tired and
weary, in the very early hours of the morning of Albuhera
Day, very little could be arranged to celebrate the memory
of this great day. An interCompany knockout football
competition was played in the afternoon and evening.
During the latter part of the evening the Commanding
Officer and all members of the Officers' Mess arrived in
full force for a "Stag. Party" which, with the aid of the
Regimental Band, the male voice choir of the Officers, and
individual efforts of our own members, made it a very
enjoyable evening. After living on food supplied in the
field for the last three days, the refreshments were a sight
for sore eyes and very short work was made of them.
Our thanks once again are due to the CookSergeant,
Sgt. Seymour, who always rises to these occasions. What
with the lack of sleep and the amount of drink consumed
many members were noticed to be falling asleep on their
feet.
It is with great regret that we have said farewell to Sgt.
Richards, who was so suddenly posted to Korea; all
members will wish him the very best of luck.
Our hospital cases this month have been Sgt. Bradley
and C/Sgt. Brown, who met with a slight accident whilst
on training but has now recovered from shock and is
once again back with us.
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We are all waiting to congratulate D/M. Moyes, who,
early next month, takes the final step of marriage, and we
wish him the best of luck. It is not known, as yet, if the
drums and bugles are to play at the Church to replace the
organ.
Our heartiest congratulations go to R.Q.M.S. Howe
on being presented, at Buckingham Palace, with the
"Dannebrog" by the King of Denmark.
I will conclude this month's contribution by hoping that
during the period we are at Dover (10th June until 15th
July) any old member of the Mess who is in the vicinity
will call in for light refreshment. We shall be only too
pleased to see them.
*

*

*

CORPORALS' CLUB
Despite the approach of summer and of our return to
Dover the month of May was not one of outstanding
interest for those in the Club.
In South Bodney Camp we began our stay in tented
accommodation, where there was nothing in the way of
a Club Room. However, early in the month we found
ourselves transferred to hutted accommodation and here
there was an organised and established Naafi with a
separate portion allocated to the Corporals.
In the very early days of May several members of the
Club formed part of the Guard of Honour to King
Frederik of Denmark; a great occasion and a great
honour.
The usual celebrations on Albuhera Day were not carried
out as the Battalion was on an Exercise. It is to be hoped
that the forthcoming dance in the near future will take the
place of such Celebrations and that it will surpass the
previous dance in brilliance and success.
An occasion that was witnessed not only by the members
of the Club but also by the entire Battalion, was the
Beating of Retreat one evening in camp. Outofdoor
conditions were perfect and as one watched the Band and
Drums march and countermarch up and down the foot
ball pitch, and heard those memorable strains, one could
see the sunlight glinting and flashing on the brass and silver
instruments as the colourful display passed before us.
A very welcome break from camp life was the weekly
run into Norwich every Saturday afternoon. A good
percentage of the Club was always to be found booking
well ahead. The old town of Norwich is in itself very
interesting, though when one wishes to find one's way
about, on arriving for the first time, one certainly needs a
good guide or guidebook. 1 am glad to be able to report,
however, that judging by results, everyone who went
certainly had "quite a time".
'As is customary before closing down each month's
edition, we extend a hand of congratulation and welcome
to those joining us for the first time. Let us hope that
they will be able to help us ail with some new ideas so
as to make our Club and Club Room better than ever.
*
*
*
"A" Company
Glorious June finds us once more in the sunshine at
Dover, weary after many days in that now wellknown
area Stanford—Tottington and a little tired of stew and
sandwiches.
One or two members of the Company retired hurt
before the finish; on the other hand, Cpls. Partington and
Bird were summoned up to Bodney, much against their
will, a fortnight from the end, on their return from Hythe.
We ourselves can now boast of having learnt what is
called the "Mechanics" of the advance to contact, defence
and withdrawal (not forgetting how to dig a slit trench).

The Company acquitted itself very well in the field and
always seemed to be in the thick of the battle whether as
vanguard or in reserve. Following last month's heroic
exploit, another of our platoon commanders distinguished
himself by getting his platoon wiped out of battle by the
umpires twice within 24 hours, but he still lives to tell the
tale. We lost Lieut. Thomas for duties as Brigade L.O.
for some time, but 2/Lieul. MonckMason's return is
imminent; we also welcomed 2/Lieut. Salmon from Eaton
Hall, who was pitchforked into a scheme the day after he
arrived. Like the rest of us, he had a sightseeing tour
of much of the southern half of England, but I am sure
that he was also glad to be back in Dover.
Ptes. Clarke, Kavanagh and Bland have at last left for
Korea, and we have also lost our 2nd i/c for the present
while he discovers the intricacies of the telescopic sight
at Hythe.
Before he left, however, he had the satisfaction, as
Soccer Officer, of seeing the Company victorious in the
competition on Albuhera Day, defeating "S" Company
in the preliminary round and "B" Company in the final.
Cricket is now upon us—and also quite a lot of drill!
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
We have just completed six weeks' training in the
Stanford Training Area in Norfolk, during which exercises
varied from platoon and company to a final Divisional one
directed by the Army Commander. In addition we fired
live amunition from all the various company weapons.
In the middle of the training period the Company
Commander, C.S.M. and several of the Company went to
Dover to carry out the Guard of Honour for the arrival
of the King of Denmark, our ColonelinChief.
The Company, in spite of constantly moving in M.T.
on their (Flat!) feet, digging holes (and filling them in
again!) enjoyed the training even if some of the recently
joined and untrained young ones thought we were playing
wolf cub games!! Much discussion was heard as to the
size and shape of the entrenchment which the Company
Commander, C.S.M., signallers, wireless set and telephone
should occupy, but they all got below ground somehow.
A great variety of socalled slit trenches were dug by all;
some started with comfortable ideas on nice roofs and all
amenities, including hot and cold laid on; certainly cold
and wet was provided, with a vengeance! However, when
the Company Commander acted in the role of saboteur,
or enemy, and pinched various rifles and Bren guns whilst
the occupants of these comfortable holes in the ground
were sleeping, the slit trenches from then on became
somewhat more utility.
Feeling that a detailed account of each scheme would be
tedious, we will confine ourselves to the last and most
momentous, which was aptly named "Try Back". The
C.S.M. bitterly avowed that his spinal cord considered
that the scheme was tactlessly named.
We moved down in transport to Pir bright and never
ceased to marvel at the effect a convoy has on the civilian
population. They seem to fall into three classes. The
superior ones (chiefly Z Reservists), who cast a pitying
but slightly apprehensive eye on the proceedings; the
sympathetic, such as the charming old lady who threw
packets of chewing gum into passing trucks; and the totally
irresponsible, mostly school children, who are nearly
reduced to hysteria and even fall upon one another with
shrill cries in their frenzy.
When we arrived, we had to dig in the dark, and there
was much speculation as to what shape the whole would
be when light came.
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However, no sooner was this new trial overcome than
we had to withdraw; someone called it "shortening the
front", but we felt that it could have been otherwise
described. Again we dug in, in the dark on top of a bleak
hill, and spent a peaceful day—even finding time to wash
tactically in a large puddle of rainwater.
Once more we withdrew in the night—well fortified
by Sgt. Giblett's excellent stew.
It was now that our troubles really began, for a member
of No. 6 Platoon saw fit to go to sleep, was left behind in
the position and woke up some time later to find himself
abandoned and the Battalion speeding North.
After a very cold and cramped journey we fed on the
side of the road at 0600 hours and again en route at
midday. In the afternoon we arrived at yet another
position and dug again.
It was then discovered that there was a natural swim
ming bath in the rear of the position and the whole
company made a headlong rush for this. This, together
with the episode of cutting down trees with pickaxes,
ranks as one of the most memorable sights of the whole
training period.
That night a rum ration was issued and was very
welcome, though it was noticeable that some of our
younger members were having their first taste of this drink
through the generosity of the Army; their reactions were
amusing—one man even refusing the second spoonful.
2/Lieut. Smith of the R.A.E.C. joined the Company on
three months' attachment to learn soldiering, having been
commissioned direct from civil life, although he served
with the Royal Navy during the War. We are pleased to
have him with us. Within a few days of his arrival he had
had the varied tasks of Platoon Commander, Bridge
Commander (the bridge was successfully blown up
before the enemy could capture it), Patrol Commander,
Traffic Control Post Commander, and finally understudy
to the Company Commander.
Congratulations to Ptes. Histed and Claringbold on
their appointment to LanceCorporals and congratulations
to Pte. Saxby on his marriage. Since we arrived back in
Dover, we have lost 25 men who left us for Canterbury in
preparation for drafting overseas. We are sorry to lose
them and the best wishes of the Company go with them.
We shall be pleased to hear from them as to where they get
to and other details.
We are now all drilling hard in preparation for London
and secretly enjoying it behind the traditional grumbles.
*
*
*
"C" COMPANY
This past month has seen us through our stay at Stan
ford, and although we have had plenty to do during that
time I think it is true to say that most people have enjoyed
themselves. At any rate all members of the Company
are now looking 100 per cent, fitter, even if they don't
feel that way!
Training has occupied all our time at the P.T.A. and we
have been kept very busy with an assortment of schemes,
both big and small, ranging from platoon exercises to
divisional ones. We started off the month with two field
firing schemes, when all three platoons were put through
their paces firing live ammunition, some individuals for the
first time. Although these exercises were "highly
controlled" it was noticed that the Company Commander
looked very worried once or twice on seeing a section
doubling forward with gay abandon to certain death!
Hlwever, I am glad to report that there were no casualties.
The whole company also threw their grenades on the
Black Rabbit Range, where Sgt. Ivory was observed
demonstrating his skill to his platoon on the Golf Course.

The big battalion schemes came under a variety of the
most unusual names—"Pied Piper", "King Cole",
"Black Narcissus"—culminating in the Divisional
Exercise "TryBack", which lasted for five days. All
these schemes seemed to consist of interminable M.T.
moves, both by day and by night, and continuous
occupations of defensive positions which involved digging
and then more digging. Our record for one exercise was
300 odd miles by road, followed by quitefarenough on
foot, and then three separate positions to dig! If we learnt
nothing else in Norfolk, we certainly learnt how to dig
and how to march. The only accident we had was when
C.Q.M.S. Brown was run over one dark and stormy night
by a runaway motorcycle. His injuries have provided
him with an excuse for avoiding certain duties on several
occasions! However, he was not fit enough for the last
scheme and his place was taken by Sgt. Lawrence. Our
congratulations and thanks to to Sgt. Lawrence and all
the company cooks for the admirable way in which they
fed us during Exercise "TryBack".
We were very sorry to say goodbye to Lieut. French,
who left us at the end of the month. He had been with
the Company since December and we wish him every
success in his new job. We extend a very sincere welcome
to Captain Barrett, who has taken his place as 2nd i/c
of the Company, and also to 2/Lieut. Gardiner, who has
joined us from Eaton Hall. We also congratulate Ptes,
Gooch, Taundry, Weatherall, Mack and Harden on their
promotion.
The Company has gradually been diminishing in size
since the last notes were written. Our first exodus was the
loss of No. 9 Platoon, who had to go to Shorncliffe for
T.A. assistance. This left us with only two platoons for
the last two schemes.
The Company left Bodney on June 2nd, arriving back at
Dover at midnight. It was a relief to everybody to learn
that we were to be transported down to Brandon Station,
but we had to march back to barracks on arrival at this
end.
At the time of writing the whole Battalion is preparing
for five days' leave. It is hoped that every member of the
Company will have a really good time—they deserve it.
And then down to some real drill and London Town.
*
*
*
H.Q. COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.
Sighs of ecstasy can be heard from all corners of this
office! It appears that all members are more than glad to
return to their home quarters here at Dover, even though
work does seem to have heaped up on all sides.
I must say that the five days' leave that we have just
had was very enjoyable and more than welcome. Now we
are all back to the grindstone again, attempting to clear up
the hangover from our stay in Norfolk.
L/Cpls. Reeve and Shields managed to sneak away
from Thetford to prepare the way for a speedy "take off"
for our leave. Their happy faces were a joy to behold
when we arrived and found that they had been detailed
for various fatigues to aid our arrival.
Cpl. Swain greeted us with a rather satisfied smile and
indulgently listened to the tales of woe; we were soon able
to change that, for as the pay documents box was unpacked
the smile was seen to slip quite a few inches.
C.S.M. Maker is once again happily chasing people
out of the office, his portable combine of tear gas and
smoke screen proving very effective in this respect. A
little bird tells us that he actually did go on that last scheme,
but was rather hurt that he was not called upon to prove
the uses of his briar.
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BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM
How comfortable it seems to be back in Old Park
Barracks, after the comparative hardships of the temporary
camp in Norfolk. The main difference in the two Orderly
Rooms is the amount of available space in which to
spread one's self and one's work. In Norfolk it had become
quite an art to parade up and down the Orderly Room
with the grace and precision of a mannequin, all because
of the eighteen inches of aisle between tables and forms
which had to be negotiated when entering or leaving.
L/Cpl. Willcox has reverted to his old fakir trick of
disappearing completely almost before 4.30 p.m. has
arrived.
Cpl. Edwards, now that his engagement is off (sighs of
relief and freedom!) has taken to roaming the countryside
on his motorbike, and is having great fun in sampling the
wares of various "pubs" in the district.
The O.R.Q.M.S. has today sat for his Clerk's Trade
Test. We sincerely hope that he has reached the mark, and
is on the way to that increase of pay which Class I trades
men are now entitled to.
Ptes. Baylis, Daly and Slade can be heard several times
each day discussing the problem of how to work the duties
for weekends. At the moment, with Mills on a Cadre
Course, things are rather difficult, but with the welcome
news that Pte. Johnson is going to take his place for a
short while, a satisfactory arrangement should soon be
found.
Sgt. Webb still argues with the many officers who come
in asking" Can't I claim for such and such an allowance ?".
But he is THE authority on this subject and nobody dare
argue long with him, as he soon has them confounded
with all the A.C.I.'s, A.O.'s, etc., that he can quote from
memory.
*

*

*

THE BAND
After missing the last issue of The Dragon, we atone
this month with a conglomeration of notes.
Many mentions seem to have been made of the Guard
of Honour for King Frederik IX in the previous month's
notes, and although we did not perform for this, our
services were given for the rehearsals. We would like to
congratulate The Guard itself on an excellent performance
in spite of the short time in which to rehearse.
For us it has been a busy month of May; first our move
to Bodney Camp and thence to Colchester for the Summer
Show. We thank the C.S.M. of H.Q. Company for saving
us from the claws of the Drums by putting us in a hut
rather than tents which they, the Drums, so thoughtfully
erected over rocks and nettles!
We paraded our abilities as musicians around the camp
with dining hall concerts, winding up with a Retreat
combined with the Drums.
From there our hopes were raised by a move to Col
chester for the East Anglian Summer Horse Show, our
efforts being shared with four other Bands. We at least
learnt on this engagement the value of a "complete
demonstration"! It was a hard week's work but well
worth the praises gained from General Stockwell.
It seems that in the future various members of the
Band embark on nuptial adventures; the first is Bdsm.
Jones. Never mind, the first twenty years are the worst!!
We live in great hopes of getting No. 1 Dress for the
Public Duties in London complete, we believe, with
white gloves. Needless to say, we enjoy the morning
Drill Parades in preparation for the Guards; they prepare
us for the coming onslaught in the Practice Room!
We welcome Bandsman Pritchard, a trombonist who has
already proved himself a useful acquisition. We hope his

stay is long and happy. We shed a tear for the loss of Cpl.
Jennings to the Grenadiers; our loss is their gain. We
hope that he does well in his new sphere, not letting the
busby ruin his "Toni".
Let it be known to all exmembers of the Band that they
are ever with us in spirit, if not in key, and we hope to
see many of them during our stay in Wellington Barracks.
We know we shall not let them down on the Public Duties.
*
*

THE DRUMS
Once again we are back at Dover after a period of six
weeks at camp in Norfolk, during which we carried out
two Retreat Beatings. The last week was spent at
Colchester, practising with the massed bands for the Col
chester Summer Show, which went off quite successfully,
so we are told. Now we are back at Dover once again
and training has started for the public duties in London.
To help us out, Sgt. Gardener, L/Cpl. Willett and Dmr.
Dabber have been sent down from Canterbury.
On Sunday, June 17th we have a parade at Folkestone,
with the Band, attending the Old Comrades' Church
Parade; we are all looking forward to this. We finish
the day with a Retreat Beating in the evening on the fore
shore.
We take this opportunity to wish DrumMajor Moyes
every happiness on his marriage. His return from leave
on the 20th June is eagerly awaited by all members of the
Corps of Drums.
*

*

*

ADMINISTRATIVE PLATOON
In beginning this month's notes we would like to say
"Welcome" to Sgt. Dutton, who has joined us as Pioneer
Sergeant; we hope his stay will be both long and happy.
As usual the return of the Battalion called for much
work on the part of the Platoon, and for a week prior to
the Battalion's return lorry after lorry load of stores was
coming in, with now and again a storeman to assist us in
the unloading. At long last all the stores were put back
in their right places, but we fear there will hardly be time
for the dust to settle on them before we have to pack again
in readiness for the move to London next month.
Four days after their return, the Platoon went on
five days' wellearned leave. The Rear Party were left
wondering if they were going to get the same or not, and
are still wondering.
Fortunately none of the Platoon have been picked for
Public Duties, so we are sure of having a full staff for the
next move.
We have been given to understand that quite a few old
members of the platoon are coming back to us as "Z"
Reservists, and we are looking forward to seeing some
of the chaps that always said "The Army will never see
me again".
"What Goes On"—continued from p. 126

Weapon training and fieldcraft have never
been more in need of emphasis than they are
today; the Malayan and Korean campaigns
are proving this to be all too true, and it is idle
to say that the atom bomb has ruled out the
necessity for individual skill at arms. The short
cut to improving the standard of weapon training
is to have a plentiful supply of officers and
N.C.O.s qualified as W.T. instructors; to use
all range allotments to the maximum advantage;
and to enter for as many competitions as possible.
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THE DRAGON
SERGEANTS' MESS

Beneath Bell Harry

At the time of writing we are now fairly well settled in
to the new organisation under the unit designation "Home
Counties Brigade Depot". No. 1 Company (The Buffs)
are extremely fortunate in having New Infantry Barracks
to themselves, and we feel that the young soldier straight
from civilian life is getting an excellent start in his regi
mental service here at the home of the Buffs.

T

HE elements were
surprisingly gener
ous to us on Albu
hera Day. May 16th
was celebrated this year
by a party of 27 Buffs
from the Home Counties
Brigade Depot and
8 members of the
Women's Royal Army
Corps, attached, and
their two officers paying
a visit to the Cathedral.
Miss Babington gave
an informative intro
ductory lecture. The
Warriors Chapel was included in a rather hasty
but nevertheless instructive tour. This was
followed by a visit to the Museum after which
everyone took part in the sideshows organized
by R.S.M. Moody and his assistants; a highlight
of the occasion being the Albuhera Stakes—
composing horseracing complete with Tote.
NAAFI provided tea for all and the day's
events culminated with the Band of the 1st
Canterbury Battalion, C.C.F., beating Retreat
on the Depot Square, giving a creditable per
formance. Colonel G. R. Howe, their honorary
Colonel, was also present.
The 1st and 2nd C.C.F. Battalions again
visited the Depot for their annual sports on
Sunday, May 20th.

The Mess has gained strength in the changeover, and
we have a few old faces in the Mess who passed this way
last year. We welcome them all, and the several other
members on attachment. At the moment many members
are in the process of moving Quarters from Shorncliffe,
so we hope in the near future to see more of them.
We have missed the T.A. members, who have just
completed their annual camp. On June 2nd, R.S.M.
Moody, Sgts. Laker and Shaw visited the 4/5th Battalion
at Swingate and spent an enjoyable evening in the W.O.'s
and Sergeants' Mess. R.S.M. Hurley also invited members
from the R.W.K. T.A. Battalion in a nearby camp, so the
evening went with a swing, full of the annual camp spirit,
always so outstanding among the T.A. Battalions. C.S.M.
Turmaine entertained with Tombola, but we are still
wondering what really happened to 89, or was it 68 ?
Anyhow, camp is winding up now and soon we shall hear
the old cries, " All on the Black" and "Landlord—one on
suspicion".
Incidentally the draw has now been made for the
Games Tournament which should be well under way by
the next letter, when we shall report progress. This year's
Tournament should prove more interesting in view of the
fact that there are more entries, and quite a few "dark
horses" among them. The Quarterly Dart Championship
has still to be decided and it's a toss up now between
C.S.M. Jolly and Sgt. Sweeney.
We are pleased to report that R.Q.M.S. Wells and Sgt.
Jeffrey were included in the delegation to the Colonelin
Chief, on the official visit of H.M. King Frederik of
Denmark to this country. Congratulations from us all
to R.Q.M.S. Howe (1st Battalion) on his award of the
Danish Medal.
*

Since our last issue we have had visits from
the Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier N. D.
Rice and Major Bailey who came to say farewell
prior to his departure to W. Africa, also Capt.
Charles Hamilton before leaving for Cyprus
with the Parachute Brigade.
On the 25th a cocktail party was held in the
Brigade Depot Mess as a housewarmer to the
New Brigade Depot Mess and as a farewell to
the H.C.G.T.C. Mess at Shorncliffe which is
closing down. Nearly all members of the Depot
Mess attended this function.
The 31st was marked by a Guest Night in
the Depot Mess at which Col. F. W. B. Parry
and Major B. H. Craig were present. Amongst
the guests were Lt.Col. J. Crookenden and
Major F. W. Tomlinson.

*

*

DEPOT COMPANY
The 17th May saw the advent of our first intake of
National Servicemen.
The system whereby platoons are called after famous
battles in the Regiment's History has been reintroduced.
The composition of the Depot Company permanent
cadre is a Captain as O.C.; a subaltern as administrative
officer. Sgt. Martin is the administrative Sergeant and
acts as the C.S.M., and C/Sgt. Day is the C.Q.M.S. The
trainees are divided in two platoons, Blenheim and
Ramilies, commanded by Sgts. Killick and Closier
respectively. Other Buffs N.C.O.'s include Cpl. Rodmel
of the P.T. Staff, Cpls. Gray, Bird, Newman, Smith,
Harris, L/Cpls. Phillips, Brooker and Willett. Cpl.
Phipps of the A.C.C., an exBuff, is still serving in the
Depot.
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The Depot is settling down once more to its new routine,

INFANTRY BRIGADE RIFLE MEETING SUCCESSES
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The Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel A. G. Jelf, with {left) C/Sgt. C. Carter, "B" Company, holding the Brigade InterUnit
Shooting Bowl, won by the 4/5th Battalion, and (rig/h) C.S.M. W. Jolley, "B" Company, holding the Brigade ChampionatArms
Cup, which he won.
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Major G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., C.S.M. R. Sharman, C.S.M. W. Jolley.
Seated—C/Sgt. C. Carter, Sgt. M. Mattocks.
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EXERCISE QUICK MARCH

No. 1 Platoon, Composite Company, commanded by 2/Lieut. The Hon. J. C. I. RoperCurzon. Platoon Sergeant—Sgt. V. Cheeseman
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(Order Group — Exercise Quickmarch)
Left to right—
Sgt. R. White
Lieut. W. G. G. Lewis
Major P. A. Thome, M.C.
Major J. Tilleard, T.D.
2/Lieut. J. T. Bennett
C.S.M. R. Esler
Capt. B. WatsonAlexander
C.S.M. W. Jolley
2/Lieut. The Hon. J. C. I. RoperCurzon
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4th Battalion
qpHE main work of the
last month was of course
the preparation for our
Annual Camp and our actual
stay in Camp.
This year we were in our
own Camp at Swingate, near
Dover, and did not have any
members of the W.R.A.C.
(T.A.) to assist us, nor indeed
did we have the normal
Regular Army assistance.
This is the first time we have
gone to Camp with the
knowledge that we had to do
all our own administration.
This caused a great deal of hard work for all
and in particular the "Q" Staff.
However, as usual R.Q.M.S. Harwood, Sgt.
Mattocks, together with Sgt. Trinkwon, took
things in their stride and soon overcame the
numerous difficulties.
The weather on the whole was very kind to
us, although there was a most persistent North
wind blowing the whole time we were there.
This was most pleasant during the day but made
both the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes, which
were under canvas, rather cold in the evenings.
The whole Brigade was in Camp in the area.
The 4th Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
in Western Heights Camp, Dover, and Brigade
Headquarters and the Field Ambulance in the
Shorncliffe area.
During the first week we had a Battalion
exercise, which, apart from one unfortunate
incident, already reported fully in the London
and Local Press, was a great success and taught
us a great number of lessons. The week ended
with the Brigade Rifle meeting at which the
Battalion did extremely well. We won the
InterUnit Championship for having the highest
aggregate score within the Brigade and also had
the ChampionatArms in C.S.M. Jolley, and
the runnerup in L/Cpl. Curtis. We congratulate
all on their achievements, and hope that next
year we shall not only retain these trophies but
add more to our collection. The Corporals and
LanceCorporals also did extremely well in
reaching the final of the Faffing Plate Com
petition. They were defeated in the final by the
W.O.s and Sergeants of the 4/5th Royal Sussex
Regiment.

During the second week individual training
continued. We also had a twoday Brigade
Movement exercise, which took us up to Ashdown
Forest. The weather was perfect and the scenery
lovely.
In the athletic field the Officers managed to
defeat the Rest of the Battalion at Cricket by
9 wickets, and again managed to defeat the
Sergeants at Soccer by two goals to one. Thus
retains the Cup in the Officers' Mess.
On the middle Sunday families were invited
to the Camp, and took part in a tea party run
in the main dining hall.
We congratulate Majors Tilleard and Alex
ander on their well deserved promotions, and
express our disappointment that Lieut. Bashall,
who had come all the way from Norfolk, should
have to spend his whole camp in hospital. He
has now fully recovered, and as he has been
moved to Guildford we hope to see more of him
during the coming year than has been possible
in the past.
We were all very sorry to say goodbye to
Major Hamerton, our M.O., who has been with
the Battalion since 1936. Although a member
of the R.A.M.C. he is a very keen Buff, and we
all sincerely hope that we shall continue to see
plenty of him, although he is now a member
of the T.A.R.O.
The Camp is now over, and we are sending
in the numerous returns connected with it and
checking up on our stores. It can be regarded
as having been highly successful in all respects
for we had a very large attendance, and learned
a great number of invaluable lessons.
SERGEANTS' MESS
As these notes of ours appear once only during the
course of the year I feel sure that you will appreciate their
shortcomings and also sympathise with the writer, who
having spent the past fortnight in camp cannot be regarded
in a medical sense as A1 or FE. However, no matter
how badly one feels, the job must be done.
The attendance at camp this year from a Mess point of
view was almost 100 per cent. Certain new members
who have been promoted since last annual camp were
introduced and nobly supported both the Mess and the
Bar. To a few of these, namely, Babbage, Cheeseman and
Wraight we offer rather belated congratulations on their
promotion and can only express our pleasure at seeing
them, and observing that at some time or other they have
received the correct tuition to enable them to keep pace
with the R.S.M.
Jack Abbott again performed really well as the Caterer,
ably assisted by Reg Bass from Margate. The latter
unfortunately is getting a little slow in locomotion, but it
is hoped that should he attend camp next year some form
of light railway can be rigged up between the cookhouse
and the dining room. We feel sure that a wait of halfan
hour for one's porridge is a little excessive.

[141]

THE

R

Training will be covered by some more able writer than
I, so I shall confine myself to Mess activities only.
A very good evening was spent by some eight of the
members who were invited to attend a social evening
with the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Judging from the haggard eyes the following morning we
feel sure the Royal West Kents did all in their power to
make the evening a success. On the following Saturday
there was a return visit when the same regiment paid a
visit to our Mess. It was also a great pleasure to see
R.S.M. Moody, together with Sgts. Laker and Shaw from
the Depot. A very pleasant evening was spent but we
must hold our heads in shame for we allowed the visitors
to beat us very severely on the dartboard.
The Brigade Rifle Meeting was our next big event and
to C.S.M. Jolley goes all of our best wishes for winning
the Individual event and becoming the only Infantryman
who qualifies for the title of "Master at Arms". For this
creditable performance the Mess is now graced with an
enormous silver trophy which we only hope Wilfred will
report to clean daily with his own "Bluebell" and cleaning
rags.
The Battalion Rifle Meeting closely followed, and here
again the Mess met with marked success. The R.S.M.
practically cleared the board. He won the Individual
Prize for the Best Aggregate, the Sergeants' Mess silver
spoon and an unlimited amount of money in prizes. It
was rather an unlucky day for Ron Esler, who was pipped
by the R.S.M. in a reshoot, they having tied in the first
practices with an identical score.
Much investigation by various members amongst the
markers for that day have proved conclusively that no one
in the butts really knew which target the R.S.M. was
shooting on and although he had been in there all day
there seems now to be no doubt that his score was honestly
obtained.
A visit was paid during the second week to the Royal
Sussex Regiment and again a very pleasant evening was
spent.
Before proceeding further, we should like to express
our appreciation (it was almost a twomile walk from the
'bus stop to the camp) and pleasure at seeing our ladies
turn up on various nights. These were Mrs. Hurley, Mrs.
Abbott, Mrs. Turmaine and Mrs. Saunders. This is, of
course, not forgetting Betty and Marie' of the R.S.M.'s
family and Susan of the Turmaine family. I am at a
complete loss to account for the Abbott menage, for there
seemed to be an absolute abundance of brothers, sisters
and inlaws.
Having with subterfuge worked out in the quiet of a
tent, and having published in orders a completely fictitious
team for the annual football match versus the Officers, we
took the field with an almost juvenile team and with
supreme confidence that come the evening the Cup would
be in its correct place in the Sergeants' Mess. Despite the
hard work of the forward line and the complete stone
walling of the backs, however, Sgt. Gabriel was twice put
to the test and each time found wanting. We did manage
to invade the enemy territory once and Sgt. Cheeseman
found the net. Not having had sufficient time to square
the referee, the final whistle blew with the score still
remaining Officers 2, W.O.'s and Sergeants 1.
The same evening the Commanding Officer and Officers
very kindly invited us to an evening in the Officers' Mess.
To all who can remember leaving and who have sub
sequently recovered it was a memorable night.
During the evening the Commanding Officer very kindly
presented the Sergeants' Mess silver spoon to the R.S.M.
and the Wooden 'Un to C.Q.M.S. Chapman. It can
 continued on page vi

Past and Present
Association
Life Members
MAY 1ST—31ST, 1951

London Branch.—Jones, G. W.
Ramsgate Branch.—Lumbard, A. L.
*

*

*

Annual Members
MAY 1ST—31ST, 1951
1st Battalion Branch.—Thomas, E. B., Lt.
Weald Branch.—Jamieson, G. A., Wenman, F.,
Maskell, P.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Croucher, E. W., Freeman, S.
Ramsgate Branch.—Garrett, A., Applegate, E. J., 2/Lt.
Hythe Branch.—WatsonAlexander, B., Capt.
*
*
*

Grants—Benevolent Fund
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
May, 1951, are:—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
339 2
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...
... 39 5 11
*

*

*

Donations—Benevolent Fund
Executors of the late Cecilia Emily Cumber ...
*
*
*

50 0 0

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 19th May, at the "Prince
Alfred Restaurant", Tufton Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, with Mr. R. Billings in the Chair.
We were pleased to have Colonel C E.
Vaughan with us, Captain A. E. Brittain who
has just returned from Australia and Major F.
Sidwell with Mr. T. Tutt.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes of
the last meeting which had been held on 21st
April; these were accepted and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence which included a letter from
Captain Geo. Johnson, who is 91 years of age
and still takes a threemile walk daily.
CENOTAPH PARADE. — The Chairman said
arrangements had been made, we would fall in
at 6 p.m. and move off at 6.15 p.m. Mr. E. Tong
offered to take charge of the arrangements for
the wreath to be carried and for the party taking
up positions at the Cenotaph. Mr. J. C. Annan
would take charge of the muster on the Horse
Guards Parade Ground.
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BRANCH ACCOUNTS.—Captain G. J. Emery
said we were in a better position that at this
time last year. Mr. Tong thanked him for his
good work and also proposed a vote of thanks
to the branch auditors.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 8s. 4d.
ANNUAL DINNER.—Mr. Collins gave details
of his arrangements.
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE.—Captain D. G.
Woodcock described his visit to Buckingham
Palace when the ColonelinChief and the Colonel
of the Regiment signed a page of the book which
will contain the names of members of the Branch
who have passed on.
Mr. Ricketts said the fare to Canterbury by
coach in August would be 12/ as last year.
Mr. Tong proposed and Mr. F. Harrison
seconded a motion that in view of his work on
our book Captain Woodcock be elected a Vice
President of the Branch. The proposal was
carried unanimously.
Mr. Wright said he had seen Mrs. Moss
recently and she thanked us for our interest in
her journey to Italy.
Captain R. W. Waby said he would organise
a reunion dinner for the 8th 191418 Battalion.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.

HERE AND THERE
We are sorry to record the passing of 6377
G. W. Gaymer, 2nd Battalion; he was a good
old supporter of our Branch.
E. Skene is in hospital at St. Giles', Camber
well. We hope he will soon be about again.
A. R. Parkinson, 14 Arsenal Road, Well Hall,
Eltham, London, S.E.9, would like to hear from
anyone who was at the Depot or at Shorncliffe
19461948.
Mr. E. J. Hedges saw pictures of some old
friends in The Dragon, April issue, Poona, etc.
We have received letters from R. H. Lee,
6th 191418 Battalion, and from J. Cornwell
and L. E. Key.
Tommy Tutt was disappointed at not meeting
Jock Clayton at the May Meeting.
9995 C. McGahan, 2nd Battalion, turned up
after many years and soon made contact with
an old friend, R. H. Martin, of Singapore days.
Captain G. J. Emery, G. W. Clayton, E. W.
Tong, R. J. Collins, R. H. Martin and the
Secretary attended Major H. Milton's Garden
Party at Burgess Hill on 12th May. Among

other friends we met Jimmy Dray, Jesse Carr
and Bert Tester. On return to London we paid
a visit to C. W. Pitch at the "White Swan",
Vauxhall Bridge Road.
*

*

*

Ladies Guild
A Meeting was held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on
Saturday, June 2nd. Mrs. D. E. Spinner was in
the Chair.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received from
Mrs. Ongley, and a message of good wishes
from Mrs. Keown.
REGRETS.—Regrets were received from Mrs.
Enright.
WELCOME.—A welcome was given to Mrs.
Hawkins after her recent bereavement, also
Mrs. Caward and Mrs. Smith.
CENOTAPH.—Mrs. Spinner gave details of the
Cenotaph arrangements, 6 p.m. sharp from
Horse Guards Parade, Mrs. Harris to be marker,
and after the parade a social evening will be
held at the Prince Alfred. Mr. and Mrs. Collins
are providing the eatables. Mrs. Spinner
appealed to all members to attend.
Election of Officers to take place at the July
Meeting; all names to be handed to the Hon.
Secretary.
LADIES' GUILD DINNER.—Mrs. Spinner again
appealed to all Members to support the Ladies'
Guild Dinner and Dance on September 29th,
and to bring all their friends along.
RAFFLES.—Raffles were given by Mrs. Timms,
Mrs. Caward, Mrs. Everitt and Miss Evans.
Mrs. Buxton on behalf of the Members who
travelled to Ramsgate, said she would like to
thank C.S.M. Turmaine for the lovely tea, and
all he did to make us so welcome, also Miss
Coley for organising the trip and the coach
driver for his careful driving and courteousness.
This was seconded by Mrs. Gibbens.
*

*

*

Dover Branch
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held at The
Eagle Hotel, Thursday, 6th June, 1951.
Major Jackson opened the Meeting at 8 p.m.
Minutes and correspondence read by the
Secretary (Mills). Monthly Dragons were dis
tributed by the Treasurer (Collins).
Matters arising: DANCE, 29th June, 1951.
Tickets 2/6 each. FISHING COMPETITION, at
Dover, Sunday, September 9th, 1951. Entrance
fee 5/. Three prizes presented by the Association.
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Sgt. Gardner again put in an appearance—an
old stalwart.
Box Collection 8/. Sixteen members present.
The Committee met previous to the Monthly
Meeting. Committee all present. Meeting
closed at 9 p.m.
The remainder of the evening was devoted to
cards and darts.
*

*

*

Medway Branch
Ladies Guild
At our May Meeting our members were At
Home to members of other Branches of the
Guild.
We were very sorry that Mrs. G. Scarlett
(President) was unable to be with us, also
members of the London Branch, but trust at
some future date we may have the pleasure of
their company. Those with us were Ashford,
Dover, Folkestone and Sittingbourne.
Whist was enjoyed and Mrs. Valpy was M.C.
Mrs. Dean, Chairman of Sittingbourne Branch,
presented the prizes to Miss Constance (Ashford),
Mrs. Boutcher (Folkestone), Mrs. Millington
(Dover), Mrs. Terry, Mrs. Watkin, Mrs. Holden,
Mrs. Press (Medway). Lucky number was won
by Mrs. Carter of Dover. A silver sugar bowl,
given by Mrs. Findlay, was won by Mrs. Valpy
for our aggregate Whist.
Mrs. Dean in thanking Medway Branch for a
most enjoyable time said how pleased she was
to be present as of course she really was one of
Medway and had spent some happy times there.
Mrs. King Holt on behalf of Medway Branch
thanked Mrs. Dean. She said she trusted this
was only one of such meetings, as it was the only
way we could get to know one another. We
wished our visitors a safe journey home.
Mrs. Carter, on behalf of Dover, thanked
Medway and said she hoped one day they would
visit Dover. Mrs. Mantell (Folkestone) and
Miss Constance (Ashford) also thanked us in
the name of their Branches.
Tea was served and after a pleasant time the
meeting closed.
*

*

*

Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 190th Monthly Meeting held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, June 1st, 1951. Col. D. J. Dean was in
the Chair, supported by Major J. E. Wills and
Mr. W, Mount. About 25 members were present.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read
and confirmed. Matter arising from the Minutes
was Club subscription, and after some dis
cussion the rule book was brought out and the
discussion ended.
Correspondence was read and the invitation
was accepted to spend an evening at the R.A.F.
Association Headquarters.
Mr. W. Mount was elected to serve on the
Old People's Welfare Committee.
Other business:—
DARTS.—The Secretary reported that he had
not heard anything and was instructed to write
to H.Q.
SUGGESTED TRIP TO LONDON BRANCH.—It was
put to the meeting and carried unanimously.
The Booby Prize was won by Mr. E. Spice
and given by Mr. G. Smith, making 12/6.
On behalf of the Branch the Chairman ex
pressed his sorrow to Major Wills and family on
the death of his mother.
The two Branch representatives who were
present at the Royal Arrival at Dover, 8th May,
1951, were Mr. W. Mount (Councillor) and
Mr. W. R. Sinclair (Secretary).
*

*

*

Ramsgate Branch
It was nice to see Mr. Tong and members of
the London Branch at Ramsgate in May; our
only misfortune that most of us are on seasonal
work, therefore we could not spend the time
with them, but at the same time we were pleased
to see them all and trust they had a good time.
Our two Buffs Charlie Taylor and Dick Atkins
still keep Licenced Houses in the High Street,
namely, the Coach and Horses and the Free
mason's. At both places there is to be obtained
good Wallop and good company. All Buffs are
made welcome.
Major A. Taylor, our President, is slightly
indisposed. I know every Buff wishes the Major
a quick recovery to good health. We miss his
great assistance at our meetings.
Now for the meeting notes :—
An appeal to every old Buff to join the Associ
ation was made by the Chairman, Mr. C. F.
Fakley, at the monthly meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Association held
at the "Freemason's Tavern", High Street,
Mamsgate, on Friday.
Mr. Fakley had the support of Major Martin,
Capt. M. Smith, Lieut. W. Wotton, Mr. E. H.
Swendell and Mr. B. E. Knott, Hon. Secretary.
Mr. Fakley expressed his pleasure at the good
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attendance. The members present included those
who had served at Chitral, South Africa, Aden,
Hinterland in the Great War and the Second
World War. One of them, exR.S.M. W.
Jeffreys, was on the NorthWest Frontier of
India in 1897.
Mr. Fakley expressed the Branch's sympathy
to Major A. J. H. Taylor, their President, in his
indisposition and trusted in the near future he
would soon be well, also he included their other
sick members, Messrs. A. Curtis, F. Hammon
and S. Bing.
Their congratulations went to the Margate
Branch who beat Ramsgate Branch in the Branch
Darts Competition and he wished Margate
further progress, also their best wishes to win
the Competition.
Mr. Knott mentioned that it was Mayor's
Sunday on 27th May, and the Branch would
send a representative detachment on this occasion.
Mr. Costin in a brief speech mentioned that
the Competition Draw would be held on the
following Friday and all members were invited
to be present.
Mr. A.* Garrett was enrolled a new member.
Mr. J. Powles was thanked for making a
collection for Branch Funds.
Following the meeting refreshments were
served by Buff Host Dick Atkins, and the
remainder of the evening was spent in reviving
old memories.
He

*

*

Margate Branch
. On 22nd May the Branch Darts team, accom
panied by a few supporters, went to Sandwich
to play them in the second round of the Inter
Branch Darts Competition. Alas ! they hadn't
their shooting boots on, and were soundly beaten
by Sandwich Branch, who seemed able to produce
that final double at will. However, in spite of
defeat we spent a pleasant evening with them,
and wish them luck in further rounds of the
Competition.
According to the calendar Summer is with us
again, although the N.E. Wind, which, up to
the time of writing, has been blowing for some
time, seems to belie that fact. Since the summer
months always bring a decrease in attendance at
Branch meetings, it was not surprising that there
was a very sparse attendance at the June meeting
held on Wednesday the 6th, at the Hawley
Square Drill Hall. The number present was, in
fact, so small that some items open to discussion,
and brought forward from the last meeting,
were, by unanimous consent, again deferred

until they could be placed before a larger
gathering. Business was, therefore, soon over,,
and those present passed an hour or so very
pleasantly at the Dart Board.
*

*

*

Heme Bay Branch
Our monthly meeting for May was held at
May Lodge on the 12th and 14 members attended.
During the past month several of our members
played an active part in assisting the British
Legion with their Festival display on Saturday,
May 26th. Our Secretary had the loan of an
old time uniform from the Depot to take part
in the colourful display of Hoisting the Union
Jack, with an escort of Sea Cadets, Army Cadets
and Air Force Cadets. The Mayor'of Bullock
stone was in his official office at the back of May
Lodge with screens and Sign Posts all correct.
We were pleased to see Col. Dean, v.c., at
May Lodge to open their show and several of
our members were present to form a Guard of
Honour to him.
Mr. Davey also played a part with his birds
in attendance. (Please don't get this wrong.)
Other members to lend assistance were our
Chairman, Mr. Stannard, Mr. Pellett and Mr.
Millar.
On Friday the 25th we went to Ashford to
meet the Weald in the Darts Knockout Com
petition and beat them 2 legs to 1. This was a
most enjoyable evening for all concerned and
we would like to thank those of the Ashford
Branch who jturned up to see the match.
We would like to thank the Weald for a very
fine evening and also for their very fine gesture
in fixing the match at Ashford to save us the
full expense of going to Cranbrook.
Both teams played fine darts and the second
and third legs were anyone's games, right to the
end and we had the luck and need I say more
than we like it.
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Folkestone Branch
We had , a few more members at our meeting
on the 5th. Major West was in his usual place
and we were pleased to see Capt. Tyrell again
after his moving ordeal. He seems to have
benefited already from the change. Certainly
not so many steps for JVlrs. Tyrell and he to
climb.
Capt. Collins could not be with us, nor could
Mr. Hawkes. The latter had gone on one of those
lovely tours. of the Weald. What better time
than now to see the beauty of the countryside.

THE DRAGON
We were glad to hear that Bill Soles is re
covering from his enforced stay in the Royal
Victoria Hospital. I hear he has been to see his
garden. 1 believe it takes quite a lot to keep
him away from that. This reminds me that Mr.
Bigg is to be our first official sick visitor. He is
very keen on the job, so if you hear of anyone
who is ill, please let the Secretary know and he
will pass the news along.

Brighton Branch
A very well attended meeting in May at our
new Club, kindly lent to us by R.E. Records
Office Social Club, through the intervention of
our Assistant Secretary, Mr. C. W. Guest.
We were very pleased to have with us at this
meeting our President, Colonel G. F. Hamilton—
it is good to see him and we wish he could come
along more often.
The news of the month and perhaps we may
be permitted to say the success of the month, was
the garden party at the home of our Secretary,
Major H. Milton, at Burgess Hill. Fiftyone
people turned up, including six from the London
Branch.
From 4 p.m. till 7 p.m. everyone ate, drank,
talked of old times and made merry and we
hope made new friends as well as renewing old
friendships. We hope nobody had any ill effects
from the cider or the sun. Our thanks are due
to Mrs. H. Milton for her work in providing
the eats, to her daughter Anne who passed 'em
round and to the Major who made and dished
out the cider and above all to the weather which
gave us the best day for six months. May we
hope it will be an annual event ?
'Bus bookings to Canterbury are open and
we really must fill our 'bus this year—it's cheaper
than last year—only 9/ a seat too: about the
only thing we've heard of that costs less this
year than last.

It was good to have our old friend Vic Hewson
with us once more, he being on holiday in
Folkestone from Bury St. Edmund's. He told
us he was able to visit two members of the 1st
Battalion who heppened to be in hospital there,
while on Training at Stanford. Good for you,
Vic. I'm sure your visit gave no end of pleasure
to the lads. This is the true Buff spirit.
Major West told us how glad he was to have
had the opportunity to be at Dover on the
occasion of the visit of King Frederic of Denmark.
In spite of the weather he enjoyed every minute
of it.
The subject of darts was raised. We are to
play Hythe when the Annual Camp is over.
I now hear that the match is fixed for Friday,
June 22nd.
We are also anxious to know the names of
those members who wish to go to Canterbury
on Remembrance Sunday. Do please give your
names to the Secretary as soon as possible, so
that he can fix the coach. We hope our Branch
will be well represented. Here's hoping for a
fine day.
*

'

*

He

Faversham Branch

We left Brighton at about 6 p.m. in the evening,
having a couple of stops for liquid refreshments
of the usual kind on the way home where we
arrived with everyone satisfied and happy and
ready for anything, as all good Buffs should be.

He

Denmark Branch

*

Our usual Monthly Meeting was held at the
Royal William, Faversham, on June 5th, 1951,
at 7.30 p.m., with Capt. Green in the Chair,
supported by the ViceChairman, Secretary and
several members. We spent a very enjoyable
evening arranging details for our annual outing
which took place on the following Saturday,
the 9th June, 1951, when everyone concerned
spent a most enjoyable day at the seaside at
Brighton which incidently revived some good
memories for some of the very old sweats who
were stationed there long, long ago, but not
the present writer, who is not quite so old in the
tooth as all that.

*

The meeting for June was very well attended,
and we were pleased to welcome our honorary
member, Col. Gullak Gullaksen.
First we settled the business in hand, i.e. the
programme for the autumn.
Lt.Col. Edlmann spoke about the issue of
the new history of the Buffs and explained how
nothing has been written since 1918, but that
now an uptodate history will be issued in one
volume covering World War II as well as an
appendix of special interest to us, namely the
one dealing with the connection of the Regiment
with Denmark.
Thereafter Lt.Col. Edlmann told us about
his recent trip to England in attendance on our
ColonelinChief, His Majesty Frederik IX; and
his numerous anecdotes were so interesting that
the time passed without our noticing how late
it was before we could close this very successful
meeting.
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PRIZE CUPS
at "112"
IN the selection of worthy awards it is often
difficult indeed to find " just the right thing

The

Goldsmiths & Silversmiths Company have long
had the pleasure of supplying trophies for all
sports and will be pleased to submit ideas for the
consideration of Committees.

GOLDSMITHS &
SILVE RSM ITHS
COMPANY LTD
NUMBER-

112

112 REGENT STREET * LONDON * Wl
IS OUR

ONLY

ADDRESS - TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021

W

4th Bn. Sergeants' Mess—continued from page 142

As we in Denmark Branch have no fixed
meeting dates and as our meeting places often
vary from time to time, we ask the members of
British Branches who are going to visit Denmark
to write to our Secretary about 14 days before
hand if they wish to attend one of our meetings
or to get in touch with some of our members.

only be said that if his arms drill is as bad as his spoon
drill, it is extremely unlikely that he will ever get his name
removed from this spoon.
The Commanding Officer, through Major Hews, also
on this evening extended the honorary membership of the
Officers' Mess to the Medical Officer, Major S. A.
Hamerton, T.D., who has reluctantly retired from active
T.A. work.
In conclusion, to all members who made the camp
from the Mess point of view such a happy one, to all the
staff who worked so well on our behalf, and to George
Kemp (Mayor of Folkestone), who was responsible for
the furnishings, we offer our thanks and can only hope to
see you all again next year when we can hope for "Bigger
and Better" times.
To all P.S.I.'s — get back to your drill halls and get
your noses down to the grindstone.

We shall always be glad to see you here in
Copenhagen.

THANKS TO PALMOLIYE

"illionJ^'*hl8liers

MILLIONS1 Yes, the millions of shavers who trust their
faces exclusively to Palmolive Lather. Here are the facts!
Of men who use a lather cream 2 out of 3 prefer Palmolive.
"Palmolive soft
ens my beard in
seconds, stays
moisturesoaked
so long it never
goes dry on
you."

" PalmjJve cer
tainly multiplies
itself 250 times.
Its rich lather
stands whiskers
on end."

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may be obtained from the Administrative
Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Half bound in leather  £1 10s.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  £1 0s. 9d. Post free

It is always worth a visit to

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTERSHALL
Revised edition

STATIONERY — BOOKSELLERS
TYPEWRITERS



2/6 Post free

" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/2 Post free

39/40 HIG H STREET  CANTERBURY
Tel 2139
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How to get 4'The Dragon"
JpOR those wishing to receive the Paper direct through
the post each month, the rates of subscriptions are :
1 year, 8/. 6 months, 4/. 3 months, 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

Telephone 2107
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Since we opened after the first world war, we have
seen the change
From large families and large joints,
To small families and smaller joints,
To rationing and even smaller joints,
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you through the week and give you the joint of
your choice for Sunday.
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Military Tailors
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS
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CLOTHES WHICH BEAR THE
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QUALITY IN EVERY DETAIL
CUT & MADE ON THE PREMISES
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STOP PAIN
SAFELY
with

ASPRO

' ASPRO ' brings definite pain  relief
within a few minutes. The sensation is
a soothing one. You suddenly realise
that the pain has faded away.
'ASPRO' just does the job and then
disappears, leaving no trace—leaving no
harmful aftereffects whatever. 'ASPRO'
provides Nature with the chance she
needs to get you fit again.
Take
'ASPRO* when you feel the first
twinge or ache which warns you of
the onset of rheumatic pain, neuritis,
neuralgia, sciatica or lumbago. That Is
the way to forestall the constant nagging
pain which these distressing ailments cause. 'ASPRO*
brings peace, too, to overwrought nerves—so remember,
when you are overstrained, overtired, overworked—

When you're

nervy& irrit

ASPRO' SOOTHES&COMFORTS

and does not harm the heart or stomach

FROM N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS AND
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Made by ASPRO LIMITED, Slough, Bucks
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