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Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.

Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army
1

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.

ColonelinChief
His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
...
Colonel
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c. ...
Officer Commanding, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Capt. W. G. Blaxland;

23/12/47.
4/6/43.

...

Regular and Militia Battalions
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
1st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Khartoum.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury.

Territorial Army Battalions
... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.

4fSth Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel
Hon. Colonel

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
T/Brig., GHQ., Farelf.
5Rice, N. D. ...
T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.
1st Bn.
Parry, F. W. B.

Name

Name

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Oliver, G. B. F., D.S.O.
Parry, R. F., Af.C. ...
Williams, H. P., O.B.E.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A. G. ...
Craddock, R. W., D.S.O
M.B.E.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R
Scott, B. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
Bdlmann, B. L C., M.C.
Rawlings, A. C.
Horley, B. M.
May, J. F. Fits G. ...
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. B.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N.D.
Cox, E. G., M.C.
Collins, H. A.
...
Critchley, L P.
...
§ Supernumerary.

MAJORS
B.L U., attd. 'C Greek Corps, British
Forces, Greece.
G S.O.2, Home Counties Dist.
T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Lt.Col., Ministry of Defence.
T/Lt.Col., Course, U.K.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli
Bn route U.K.
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
T/Lt.Col., M.A. to C.I.G.S.
T/Col. G.S. War Office.
1st Bn.
Q Branch, War Office.
DAAG. Div. H.Q., Hong Kong.
1st Bn.
Bn route U.K.
Mil. Int. Course.
A.P.M., Port Said
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
Ministry of Supply.
CAPTAINS.
T/Maj., Br. Mil. Mission, Greece.
Chinese Training Unit, Hong Kong.
1st Bn. B. Surrey Regt.
32 Sqn. R.A.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj. G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q.Land Forces, Hong Kong.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Training) H.Q.B.T.A.
Depot.
H.Q. Scottish Command.
T/Maj., Airborne Forces Depot,
Aldershot.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
1st. Bn.
Course U.K.
H.C. Bde. Trg. Centre.
4/5th B,n.

Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued.

Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Roval Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish

CVmimatid.

GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office
Staff, H.Q. Br. Tps., Austria.
Nash, J. P. ...
ffreach Blake, M. A. O'B. ... 1st Bn.
Uiffe, R. O. ...
H.C. Bde. Trg. Centre.
Hadshar, G.
1st Bn.
Br. Mil. Mission, Bthiopia.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
1st Bn.
H.C. Bde. Trg. Centre.
Dent, J. B.
MacDonald, B W. ...
G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
T/Capt., Intelligence Corps Depot.
Marshall, F
T/Maj., H.Q. Malaya Command.
Dubois, G. B, M.C....

Peckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J. ...
Thorneycroft, F. B
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Phillips, L» M.
Griffin, C. J.
Webber, T W.
Pim, A. H. B.
Brigstocke, W. F.
S'ttatfordTuke. R. A

Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Gtugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.

LIEUTENANTS.
West Africa.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
l.R.W.K.
R.A.F. Station, Upper Heyfotd.
Leave U.K.
Malaya.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
l.R.W.K
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Leave U.K.
2ND LIEUTENANTS.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS.

Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L J., M.B.E.
Watts, B. H. F.

... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Bn route U.K.
... Capt. (Q.M.) 1st Bn.

4/5th Battalion
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL.

Oliver. G. E. F., D.S.O.
Hews., G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Collins, H. A (Adjt).
Tilleard, J.
Butcher, D. A. T.
Prestige, J. T. R.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Thorne, P. A., M.C,
Neville. F. G., M.C.
Hannah. W. H.

1/8/46.
5/12/45.

Col. 13. B. Burns, T.D., D.L.

MAJORS.

Balding, C. E. E.
Bashall, T. H.
Fvnmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames. A. G.

LLEUTENTANFS.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Lewis, W. G. G,
MEDICAL OFFICER.
Hamerton, J. R. (R.A.M.C.). Major.
CHAPLAIN.

Sudgen, Rev A N. B , M.A.
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Personalia
V^7E congratulate the Colonel of the Regiment
W on his appointment as Deputy Lieutenant
of the County of Kent.

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA
LEROS
GERMANY

We congratulate Brigadier N. D. Rice on
being mentioned in despatches in recognition
of gallant and distinguished services in Malaya
during the period 1st January to 30th. June,
1949, and the following on the decorations
awarded them in the New Year Honours List:—
Lieut.Col. H. P. Williams, O.B.E., Majors
W. C. Bratt, A. Broadley and Major (Q.M.)
L. J. Williams, M.B.E.
Major M. Cranfield sails shortly for Nairobi
where he is taking up employment with the
Nigeria Railways and Harbours. Mrs. Cranfield
will join him out there later.
Major W. E. Kille has been posted
Branch, H.Q., B.T.E., M.E.L.F. 14,
stationed at Moasca ; The only Buff
met recently is C.S.M. Kemp who is
Camp Commandant's staff, G.H.Q.

EGYPT
ITALY

to "A"
and is
he has
on the

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA
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\ Friends of Major A. W. and the late Mrs.
D. E. Andrews may be interested to hear that
their youngest son, who recently completed
two and a half years National Service in the
Mines as an optant, and who was employed
on most manual tasks below ground, including
hewing coal at the face, has been awarded the
Bachelor of Arts Degree by London University.
Educated at Milner Court Preparatory School
and at Malvern wherfe he was a scholar and
Head of his House, Trevor is now an under
graduate at Oxford University where he is
reading jurisprudence.
Captain H. B. Shorter hopes to be home in
May or June of this year and to stay long
enough to take part in the Autumn Golf Meeting
He was recently made a steward of the Ibadan
turf club which held a very successful meeting
a few weeks? ago.
We welcome to the regiment C. T. F. West,
from the R.M.A. Sandhurst, where he was
runnerup for the Sword of Honour, winner
of the Anson Memorial, and the Military
Subjects prize for the best all round performance
in all military pursuits.
Cadets J. T. Bett and J. R. Saittbrook,
National Service List, were commissioned as
2/Lieuts. on October 15th. and E. M. G. Hicks
on November 12th., 1949.
We are sorry to hear from Mr. W. H. Batho,
late 1st Battalion, that he has been ill. He
is now convalescing at Eastbourne. He much
appreciated the letters he received, when in
hospital from Mr. Brissenden and Mr. Beverley.
Mr. S. Terry who served in the regiment
from September, 1904 until discharge in March,
1920 has been accepted for entry into the Star
and Garter Home at Richmond. In 1946 he
had the misfortune to have both legs amputated.
For some considerable time he has been at
Queen Mary's Hospital, Roehampton.
We regret to hear that Mr. L. Winstanley,
ex6284956 Private, is seriously ill with tuber
culosis and wish him a good recovery. He was
taken prisoner of war when with the 2nd.
Battalion.
Mr. A. J. Bloom and family have arrived in
Canada and are at present staying at 46 Admiral
Road. Toronto.

Majors E. Chambers and G. A. Cox recently
visited the depot, the former is stationed in
the North West District and the latter, now
retired, lives at Gillingham.
A notification has been received that owing
to lack of support the Infantry Yacht Club
has ceased to exist.

Future Events.
April 1st and 2nd. The Buffs Golfing
Society Spring Meeting, Royal St.
George's.
 ''
April 30th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Queen's Own R.W.K. Regiment G.S.,
Littlestone.
May 20th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Woodpeckers G.S., New Zealand.
May 13th. London Branch 23rd Annivers
ary Dinner and Ball, Bridge House
Restaurant, London Bridge. Dress op
tional. Details and Tickets (12/6) from
Mr. R. J. Collins, 82 Gay Gardens,
Dagenham, Essex.
June 7th. Dragon Club Dinner and Tea
Party, Claridges.
August 5th to 11th. Canterbury Cricket
Week.
August 13th. Remembrance Sunday.
CRICKET FIXTURES
Regimental Week, Depot, Canterbury
June 27. Not yet definite.
28. Royal Fusiliers.
29. King's School (Masters and
Boys).
30. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
July
1. Band of Brothers.
Away Matches
June 16. Royal Fusiliers.
July 5 & 6. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.

Malta Memorial.
'THE Shrine of Remembrance in St. Paul's
* Anglican proCathedral which forms part of
the Memorial will bear the name of the 4th
Battalion, The Buffs, among the names of every
unit of the Army, Royal Navy, Merchant Navy
and R.A.F. concerned in the defence of Malta
during: the War.
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In addition a Social Centre for members of
H.M. Forces has been provided in the Crypt of
the Cathedral and is in working order. It is
fulfilling useful work and as many as 400 meals
are served there on Saturday nights.
A further sum of £3,500 is required to com
plete the Memorial. Donations are invited.
Cheques or postal orders should be made out to
the Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
marked Malta Memorial and sent to the
Secretary, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry
Barracks, Canterbury, Kent.

Historical Records, 1919—1948.
OESEARCH and the constant need to check
^innumerable small but vital details has
considerably delayed the work of bringing the
new volume of the Historical Records of the
Regiment to the stage at which it can go to
print. In the circumstances, it is not anticipated
that printing will begin before the Spring, after
which, under present conditions, a minimum
period of eight months must elapse before
publication.
Rising costs, combined with the fact that the
volume is likely to contain an appreciably
greater number of words than was originally
estimated, will mean that the price is likely to
be higher than 12/6, as provisionally announced
in The Dragon of June, 1949. Uncertainty as
to the actual effect of the existing financial
situation upon the cost of printing and public
ation, however, makes it impossible at this
moment to foresee precisely the extent to which
it may be necessary to raise the sale price.
A further announcement will be made in these
pages in due course.

King Edward VII's Hospital for
Officers
(Formerly called Sister Agnes *s)
This hospital (which is not being taken over
by the Ministry of Health and is thus free to
continue its own policy) has now been reopened
for all officers of the Fighting Services, present
and past, permanent and temporary, provided
they become subscribers. Its purpose is to
provide topclass nursing and maintenance at
a cost far below that charged in private wings
of similar institutions of comparable status. In
many cases the only alternative for officers,
especially those who have retired, is a public
ward in a state hospital.
(Continuedon page 11.)

The Buffs Golfing Society
3 order to hearten Golfers
ITN
now hibernating in places

far removed from windswept
links, where fairways known
in their proper season as
valleys of smooth verdure are
now rough and pitted acres of
bad lies, which, together with
9 uncut greens, go to produce a
game of an entirely different
nature to that one is. ac
customed to in the sweltering
summers that we are all
brought up to hope for (that
was a long one, was it not?),
we announce that the Spring Meeting of the
Society is fixed for the weekend 1st and 2nd of
April.
With this ample warning, it is hoped that
suitable arrangements will be made by all and
sundry to attend.
Another event which will be hailed with
acclamation is a date at Littlest one to meet the
Queen's Own R.W.K. Regiment Golfing Society
on 1st May. Anyone who would like to play,
please inform the Hon. Secretary.
Again the Society have been invited to be
the guests of The Woodpeckers at New Zealand
on May 20th. All who played in this match
last year will want to play again judging from
the accounts received. We then suffered a
rather severe defeat, and must try to put in a
stronger side. The side is limited to eight;
foursomes are to be played throughout the day.
Names, please.
The Times of 4th January contained a list of
the principal golf fixtures for the year, for the
information of those who missed it.
JC.
ALLEN, BRIGADIER J. F. W., M.C. NonPlaying.
ARGLES. Handicap 24.
BLACK, MAJOR C. K., M.C. NonPlaying.
BLAXLAND, CAPTAIN W. G. Handicap SO.
BOURNE, CAPTAIN R. M. Handicap 14.
BROWNE, MAJOR R. Honour "G.M.".
BURN, C. R. Handicap 14. Trefanwy, Riverside, Egham.
CAUSTON, CAPTAIN L. P., M.C. NonPlaying.
CLARKE, MAJOR E. Handicap SO.
COLLINS, CAPTAIN V. Handicap 12.
COOPER, CAPTAIN E. H. Left address shown.
COOTE, CAPTAIN D. V. Deed.
COURT, MAJOR D. N. Handicap 18.
CRADDOCK, LIEUT.COLONEL R. W. NonPlaying.
CRESWICK, M. DE J. Handicap 4.
DANIELL, G. A. NonPlaying.
DYER, T. M. NonPlaying. Address: 16 Velley Hill,

Gastead, Wilts.

FAGG, CAPTAIN A. J. C. Flat A,, Belvedere Court, SO

Belvedere Road, S.E.19.

FLATCHER. E. H. NonPlaying.
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GATEHOUSE, H. R* NonPlaying,
GRAY, W. R., M.C., 5 Lincoln's Inn Fields.
GREENWOOD, CAPTAIN H. S., Kenython, St. Just in

Penrith, St. Just 80, Cornwall.
HADSHAR, CAPTAIN G., The Pound Cottage, Mayfield,
Sussex.
GULLICK, CAPTAIN C. D., M.C., Wood Cottage, Highfield,
Nr. Wigan.
HAMILTON, C. M., The Myrtles, Eastbourne Street,
Midhurst, Sussex.
HARTEY, D. R. NonPlaying.
HARWOOD, CAPTAIN H. C. F. Handicap 10.
HASELDEN, R. H. Handicap 14.
HEAGERTY, J. Handicap 7.
HICKMAN, MAJOR G. T. D. NonPlaying.
HITCHCOCK, CAPTAIN J. V. Handicap 16.
HYLAND, LIEUT.COLONEL A. H. Handicap 18.
INGRAM, S. W. NonPlaying.
JACKSON, MAJOR H. W. NonPlaying.
JACKSON, P. V. A. E., Bourne Farm, Upper Dicker,
Hailsham, Sussex.
JACKSON, R. E. Maskeliya Estate, Maskeliya, Ceylon.
LAMARQUE, CAPTAIN W. C. Handicap 9.
LANGDON, CAPTAIN J. F. Handicap 21.
LEE, LIEUT.COLONEL G. NonPlaying.
MAY, MAJOR J. F., Grovehurst Bungalow, Pembury Road,
Tunbridge Wells.
MEYRICK, CAPTAIN B. E. T. Handicap 10.
MOORE, CAPTAIN M. G. N. NonPlaying.
Moss, V. NEWTON, Mill House, Boreham Street, Hailsham,
Sussex.
NORRIS, MAJOR N. F. H. C. NonPlaying.
PARRY, LIEUT.COLONEL R. F., White Lodge, Church
Road, Fleet, Hants.
PEARETH, MAJOR A. J. NonPlaying.
PEARSON, MAJOR I. A. Handicap 20.
POULSEN, CAPTAIN N. D., 66 St. Heliers Road, Hastings,
Sussex,
POWER, LIEUT.COLONEL R. E. NonPlaying.
RAMSEY CAPTAIN L. A., Delwara, 306 Boston Road,
London, W.7.
RAVENHILL, MAJOR R. A. C. Handicap 9.
REED, MAJOR A. H. NonPlaying.
REID, LIEUT.COLONEL T. R., M.C. NonPlaying.
REYNOLDS, R. W. E. Handicap 12
RICE, BRIGADIER N. D. Handicap 20. South Square,
Boston, Lines.
ROWE, LIEUT.COLONEL W. H., C.B.E., D.S.O., NO. 1
Officers' Mess, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F. 17.
SAMSON, O., Ill Harley Street, London, W.l.
SANKEY, MAJOR G. E. Add M.C.
SMITH,' LIEUT.COLONEL L. H. NonPlaying. Church
Cottage, Bridge.
TAYLOR, A. J. H. Handicap 20. Long Barn, Callis Court
Road, Broadstairs.
THOMAS, R. E. Handicap 14.
THORNETHORNE, LIEUT.COLONEL R. J., O.B.E. Handicap
7. Cockhaise, Mill Farm, Lindfield, Sussex.
TUKE, MAJOR R. J. NonPlaying.
WATNEY, M. Handicap 6.
WATTS, CAPTAIN E. H. F. NonPlaying.
WEARE, F. G. C., M.C. Handicap 2.
WHITFIELD, B. G. NonPlaying.
WHITFIELD, CAPTAIN H. F. NonPlaying.
WHITLOCK, CAPTAIN M. B., M.B.E., Little Deepdeney
Kingswood Road, Shortlands, Kent.
WILLIAMS, LIEUT.COLONEL H. P., O.B.E., C/O National
Provincial Bank, 66 Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2.
WILLIAMS, W. S. J., D.L., Wydale, Fields Park Avenue,,
Newport, Mon.
WILLIAMS, MAJOR R. W. Handicap 9.
WILLOWS, LIEUT.COLONEL J.* R. NonPlayingJ
"
WILLS, MAJOR F. G. B. Handicap 24.

Golf at Khartoum
FROM AN ARTICLE IN THE "SUNDAY TIMES"
BY HENRY LONGHURST

This determination of the British to play golf
irrespective of the designs of Providence can
hardly be better illustrated than at the Khar
toum Club, over whose course I have just
enjoyed a round.
A drive of two or three miles from the city
across the Blue Nile brings one to an orange
hued, sandy, undulating waste, almost opposite
the battlefield of Omdurman and the Khalifa's
house, into which the first man to penetrate
after the battle, only to find the bird flown,
was a now distinguished member of the Royal
and Ancient, General Sir Robert Whigham.
He can little have thought that among the
indirect effects of his exploits would be the
creation of a golf club just across the river from
where 80,000 Dervishes were howling half a
century ago.
The members of Khartoum make no preten
tious claims for their course. They play on it
for the one unanswerable reason that they
enjoy doing so. Not a blade of grass grows on
it, and the rules are even more elastic than
those under which professional tournaments
were for some time played in America. Kicking,
nudging, scraping, teeingup, on the green or
off—it is "allin" at Khartoum.
The greens are a darker brown, and from the
marks on their rolled surface Holmes could
instantly have deduced not only the progress
of every match in front, and how many putts
they took, but also the miscellaneous local
fauna that had passed that way—often in order
to nibble the flag.
The members, too, are quick in their deduc
tions. Viewing the footsteps of a donkey
churning up the second green, one of them
observed indignantly. "No need for him to
have ridden the
thing across !"
Hazards at Khartoum, more varied than at
home, include a number of graveyards ; none
of them so substantial, however, as the one
beside the long seventh at Hendon, which drew
from Tom Webster's caddie the immortal
claim that they had "some very welltodo
people buried there".
Axiother hazard is the camel thorn, beside
which the celebrated rushes at Westward Ho !
are as newmown hay. The spikes of the camel
thorn, which is munched with relish by that
animal, not only go straight through your shoes
but are commonly used as gramophone needles.
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The War Pensioners Welfare
Service.
IN the Summer of 1948, the initial step of setting up a
pensioners' Welfare Service was taken. The Minister's
aim was to provide pensioners with a local service of
sympathetic and wellinformed officers who would be
ready to give them help and advice, not only on matters
relating to their war pensions and allowances, but also
on any social or domestic problems on which they
required assistance. That is why the Sign of the 'Helping
Hand* is shown at all Welfare Offices. The Minister felt
that these facilities for discussing problems with officers
appointed to act as the pensioners' friends would bring
pensioners and the officers of the Ministry into closer
touch and afford a further important link in the process
of rehabilitation and resettlement.
The Minister in a public speech stated "I am trying
to make the Ministry of Pensions a model agency of the
Welfare State". In a message to every member of the
staff h.e stressed the importance of the individual and
said "Let us remember that we are dealing not merely
with "cases" to which we have to apply the law, but
with human beings". He also sent a letter to every war
pensioner at home and abroad, reminding them of the
benefits provided in addition to basic pension and saying
"Within the powers that are given to me I want to help
the war disabled in every way I can". He invited them
to call, if they wished, on the Welfare Officers, when
they would have individual private interviews, and
assured them of a friendly reception.
In the first place it was essential to ensure that
pensioners were receiving all the benefits for which they
were eligible under the War Pensions provisions and,
where there were other needs, to see how far these
could be met, either through the Social Services or by
voluntary organisations. It was equally important to
see that everything was being done to reduce the
handicap of disablement, to inspire selfconfidence and,
where necessary, to help the pensioner, through the
services of the Ministry of Labour, in the vital matter of
obtaining congenial work of stable nature. Here it should
be emphasized that, with the right guidance and
approach, there are few disablements, no matter how
severe, which prevent a pensioner from playing his part
in the economic life of the community.
In order to coordinate this work, a Welfare and
Rehabilitation Division was set up at Ministry Head
quarters and a Specialist Rehabilitation Medical Officer
was appointed.
To provide a Welfare Service for the Ministry's
1,100,000 pensioners was no mean task and involved
careful selection of officers and intensive Training
Courses. They must have expert knowledge of all the
benefits available under the War Pensions provisions ;
a working knowledge of what help may be obtained from
other Departments and Local Authorities through the
Social Services ; and famliarity with the aid given by
the many voluntary organisations which assist ex
servicemen. In addition on matters outside the province
of the Ministry, it was essential that Welfare Officers
should make close contacts with the officers concerned
so that the pensioner could be given the advantage of a
personal approach to the expert in the particular
problem.
In order that all pensioners, particularly those who
lived some distance from one of the Ministry's 30 local
offices—now styled War Pensioners' Welfare Offices
should be able to discuss their problems personally with
the Welfare Officers, advantage has been taken of the
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offer of the Ministry of Labour and National Service to
grant facilities for interviews in their local offices which
are more widely spread than those of the Ministry.
The 660,000 disablement pensioners living in the
United Kingdom and the Irish Republic have now
received personal letters from the Minister and, with the
completion of the issue of similar letters to some 40,000
officer pensioners, the field at home will shortly have
been covered. These letters are now being issued to the
20,000 disablement pensioners living overseas in the
Commonwealth, the Colonies and Foreign Countries.
Everything possible has been done to ensure that these
pensioners get the advantage of all local facilities and
that, no matter where they live, they may not feel remote
from help or advice.
The response to these letters placed a heavy burden
on the Welfare Service but, with the easing of the
pressure, Welfare Officers have been able to extend their
activities. Substantial progress is being made in the
field of home visits to which reference will be made
later and more and more visits are being paid to
pensioners who are undergoing treatment in hospitals
under the National Health Service, Sanatoria and Mental
Hospitals. Welfare Officers are also making a point of
calling on their opposite numbers or the Personnel
Managers in the more important Industrial under
takings and business houses in their districts with a
view to discussing any pension problems which arise
amongst exservice employees.
In the vital matter of rehabilitation and resettlement,
to which Welfare Officers are applying their efforts
more and more under the guidance of the Ministry's
specialist Rehabilitation Medical Officer, the closest
possible working arrangements have been made with the
local representatives of the Ministry of Labour,
particularly their Disablement Resettlement Officers.
In order to get a first hand picture of the services avail
able under the Disabled Persons (Employment) Act,
1944, and of what is actually being achieved, Welfare
Officers have visited Vocational Training Centres,
Rehabilitation Units and Remploy Factories in their
districts. The needs of each unemployed pensioner who
cannot for the time being be found suitable employment
are being specially considered to see what steps can be
taken by way of treatment, rehabilitation and training
to enable him to take up some employment within his
particular capacity. This is necessarily a long term and
continuing process but the results so far are very
encouraging.
Side by side with the development of the Welfare
Service in the Ministry's 30 local offices, the same service
has been built up in the 15 hospitals which are controlled
by the Ministry. It is most important for the success
of medical treatment that a patient should be relieved of
anxieties ; thus the Welfare Officer sees the pensioner
regularly from the time he enters hospital until his
discharge, when he makes sure that everything possible
has been done as regards his future employment and
other needs.
The setting up of this Welfare Service of fulltime
Officers of the Ministry certainly did not mean that
there was no longer any room for voluntary effort as
this must always play an essential part in any Welfare
Scheme.
Over and above the assistance given from State
sources, there are needs which can be met only by
voluntary organisations. Liaison with these is an
important side of the Welfare Officer's work and the
fact that the Minister is himself the principal Trustee of
a voluntary fund—the King's Fund—has ensured the
closest cooperation with exservice and other voluntary
funds in the interests of the war pensioner,
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With the aid of the widespread services of the War
Pensions Committees and their voluntary workers,
many of whom are members of exservice organisations,
it has now been possible to arrange for a considerable
extension of home visits to those pensioners who are
unable to call on Welfare Officers. Some 20,000 of the
severely disabled pensioners are in receipt of constant
attendance allowance or unemployability supplement,
and it is anticipated that they will all be visited in their
homes within the next few months. The reports so far
received show that these visits are much welcomed by the
pensioners and that there are many small ways in which
they can be helped. One of the objects of these visits
is to encourage severely disabled pensioners to take up
some form of home craft which is so important from the
psychological point of view.
The extent to which pensioners have availed them
selves of the Welfare Service may be gauged from the
fact that up to the end of November more than 180,000
interviews had taken place. They are still taking place
at over 2,000 a week. In over 60 per cent, of the cases
it was possible to take some definite action for the
pensioners' benefit while a great variety of other help in
less tangible, but not less important form, was given.
As was expected, following the issue of the Minister's
letters, roughly three interviews out of every four con
cerned pension problems, mainly questions relating to
allowances for lowered standard of occupation, allow
ances for wives and children (of which about 1,000,000
are now in payment) and the provision of treatment and
appliances. Of the other problems, those concerning
employment were the most numerous. Next in order
came matters involving help from voluntary funds, and
after that questions chiefly affecting local authorities—
housing, etc. The remaining problems were very varied
and ranged over such matters as difficulties in obtaining
motor vehicles, emigration, sickness benefit and retire
ment pension, extra petrol for business or holidays,
special diet, permits to start businesses, catering licences
and matrimonial difficulties.
It is not possible to give precise figures showing the
results of the applications on pension matters arising
from the interviews but the following comparisons
between the numbers of the main supplementary allow
ances in payment in March, 1948, and those in payment
at the end of September last give some indication as
to the additional help which has been given.
No. in
No. in
Nature of Supplement
payment
payment
31.3.48
30.9.49
Unemployability Supplement ...
8,300
15,950
Allowance for lowered standard
of occupation
...
...
2,250
15,310
Constant Attendance Allowance
5,000
7,611
15,550

38,871

This means that there has been a considerable increase
in expenditure but it is important that this has been
closely adjusted to the needs of the individual and has
benefited those who really require help.
So far, the Welfare activities have largely centred on
disabled pensioners but the Service has, to some extent,
been called on by widows and dependants, and steps are
now being taken to bring it to their individual notice.
The services of a trained woman officer are always
available at each of the Local Offices of the Ministry
and many of the 5,000 voluntary workers attached to
the War Pensions Committees are women. In addition
to men and women who are actually pensioned, the

[continued on p. 11)

Past and Present Associaton
Life Members
DECEMBER 1ST—31ST, 1949

London Branch.—Jennings, A. C., Major.
Weald Branch.—Collins, G. F., Bringloe, R. T.

Life Associate Member
Sittingbourne Branch.—Skinner, J.

Annual Members
DECEMBER 1ST—31ST, 1949

London Branch.—Butfoy, L. M.
Weald Branch.—Salter, A. J.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Nairn, C. F., Brown, G. F.

Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
December, 1949, are :—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
   83 5 0
World War Charitable Fund
...
... 57 19 1
DONATIONS

£ s. d.
150 0 0
5 0
2 0

Cricket Week County Ball
Captain H. B. Shorter
Mr. H. Taylor ...

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 193945
DONATIONS

1 /5th. Battalion The Buffs
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
Mr. W. H. Amos

...

Total to date

£

s

4.

£143

1

0

£3,141

2

1

42 13 0
... 100 0 0
8 0

Ashford Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
December 14th, at 3 p.m. The Chairman, Mrs.
King, presided.
Minutes of the last meeting were read, con
firmed and signed.
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year
were received from Major Peareth.
There being little business to discuss, all
members joined in a jolly Christmas party.
Novel games and competitions were organised
by Mrs. Tones,

E.L.E.P.
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London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 17th December at
the Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street,
Westminster, S.W.I, with Mr. E. W. Tong in
the Chair.
The Chairman asked those present to stand
in silence for one minute to the memory of
L/Cpl. H. F. Davis, 6th 191418 Battalion,
who had recently passed away at Rochester.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting. These were accepted and
signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence, including a message of Seasonal
Greetings from the General Secretary, a tele
gram from ViceChairman Captain G. J. Emery,
who was away in the country, and a letter of
greetings and regrets at his absence owing to
sickness from our President, Major T. E.
Enright.
ANNUAL DINNER AND BALL.—Mr. Collins
announced the reduction in the price of tickets,
which would now be 12/6 and members could
pay for them by instalments.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—The Chairman
said the old Committee had done very well,
were a very sound lot and he would like to
work with them again and although they were
willing to be elected again they were prepared
to stand aside in favour of younger members
who ought to assume responsibility for the
running of the branch.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The collection
realised £1 10s.
MEMBERS PRESENT FOR FIRST TIME.—In
Pensioner F. W. Kerslake, aged 93 years, a
veteran of the Zulu War, was present for the
first time and was welcomed into the branch
by the Chairman.
H. F. DAVIS.—Mr. R. W. Billings told us
he had visited his old friend Harry Davis at
Rochester a few days before he passed away.
There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
were asked to join us.
Mr. Collins then announced his plans for
drawing the Christmas Sweep and usual raffle.
HERE AND THERE

The Secretary won the first prize in the Christ
mas Sweep ; 120 members witnessed the draw !
Mr. R. J. Collins assisted by Miss Barbara
Cousins drew the winning tickets and announced

the winners.
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Sandwiches, sausage rolls and pastries were
supplied by Mrs. R. J. Collins, a great effort to
make our party a success, as they had both been
ill in bed and were still in the throes of getting
straight after having moved from Forest Hill
to Dagenham, Essex.
Mrs. Timns, daughter of Mr. R. W. Billings,
presided over the refreshment table. She was
selling cakes and kisses at Id. each. Jock
Clayton is fond of cake—he bought one dozen.
George "Underneath the Arches" Hovey
came all the way from Mablethorpe, Lines.
He sang us halfadozen songs and helped to
make the evening a success. He renewed old
friendships.
We were delighted to have with us Colonels
Guy Lee and Miles Beevor, who reside many
miles from our meetingplace. Although so
far away, they support our branch and regularly
write to the Secretary with reference to the
welfare of the branch.
Major J. E. Enright was very disappointed
at being unable to attend the meeting and meet
so many old friends as were present that night.
He has been unwell and unable to leave the
house for many weeks. We hope he will soon
be about again.
Mr. Timns spent most of the evening writing
copies of the prizewinners. We are much
obliged.
Captain W. H. Pitkin is serving in Austria—
not Australia as reported in the London Branch
notes for November.
21025687 R. Hunter, late 1st Battalion, is in
No. 1 Ward, St. Nicholas Hospital, Plumstead,
S.E.18, and will be there for a long time. He
would be pleased to see a Buff sometimes.
Captain Geo. Johnson sends compliments of
the season to members of the London Branch.
Best wishes for the New Year to all branches.
E.C.W.G.

London Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The Meeting for the month of January was
held at the Prince Alfred Restaurant on
January 7th last. Owing to various New Year
Parties the attendance was not up to the
usual standard.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the previous
Meeting were read, approved and signed.
There were no questions arising out of the

Minutes.
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CORRESPONDENCE. —Letters were received
and read from Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Chichester,
Mrs. and Miss Lamb, Mrs. Timms, Mrs. Wall,
Mrs. Ravensdale, (Hon. Sec. Sittingbourne
Ladies Guild), Major A. J. Peareth and Captain
Hewson.
REGRETS.—Regrets for absence were received
from Miss Enright, Mrs. Billings, Mrs. Haslett
and Miss Stevens.
DINNER.—Members were reminded of the
London Branch Dinner which is to be held
on May 13th. next and to book in to Mr. Collins.
GUILD
DINNER.—The
Chairman (Mrs.
Spinner) read out correspondence from Carr's
Restaurant in which the charges compared
with last year had been increased by an
additional charge of £4 4s. Od. for the hire
of the room. As was pointed out such a charge
is unheard of and it was decided to seek
accommodation elsewhere.
RAFFLES.—Our grateful thanks to Mrs.
Taylor, Mrs. Street on, Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Stunt
and Mrs. Everett for the presentation of goods
to raffle which realised £1 14s. 2d.
SOCIAL.—During the evening Mr. E. Tong
entertained us with Twenty Questions.
D.E.S.

Dover Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Eagle
Hotel, London Road, on Thursday, 5th January
with Lieut. White in the Chair, supported by
Major M. Hart.
As the Hythe visitors came nice and early
the business of the evening was speedily
finished.
The Darts Competition was soon on the way.
Eleven members of the Hythe Branch came
along with their Secretary. A fine lot of lads.
Dover Branch was represented by Messrs.
Barker, Saunders, Deal, Banks, Hawkins,
Steel. Hythe Branch was represented by
Messrs. C. Crook, B. Atkins, H. Swinard, B.
Frew, Tim Blogard, H. Cork. Scorer: Lieut.
White. Referee : Major M. Hart. Dover won by
two straight games. It was a very close game
and Hythe certainly gave Dover a run for the
game.
I was very pleased to see the Cook brothers,
Messrs. W. T. and J. I had not seen them since
the start of the Somme, 1916. We had a few
to the "Do you remember?"'—"Were you at
~ ?". How one enjoys meeting old 6th
Battalion lads. I also saw one of the old 2nd
Battalion who was in the Far East. I am afraid

I cannot say much about the darts as it was
talk, talk of the old days and the evening
passed away far too soon. But never mind, we
hope to have a few more nights together in the
near future.
It is a great pity there cannot be more of
these nights, but we must hope for the best.
A very nice time was spent and very much
appreciated by all.
Again the Dover Branch says Thank you,
Hythe, for such a grand game.
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL.—Our Christmas Social was
held at the Eagle Hotel on the 22nd December.
Some sixty members and wives were present
with Major J. C. Jackson in the Chair assisted
by Major M. Hart and Lieut. White. We were
all very pleased to have with us Colonel and
Mrs. J. Crookenden during the evening.
Archie Meakin brought his band along, who
did a splendid job of it and we all enjoyed
ourselves. Great credit must be given to Mr.
Steve Follwell. He was grand on the piano and
kept us all alive with his singing and playing,
especially his old songs as well as new ones.
How he kept going was a credit for an old 'un.
Our worthy Secretary C. Mills was in charge
of the eats. He must have worked hard to get
so many different kinds of cakes and sandwiches,
etc.
There were raffles during the evening—rabbit,
cake and a box of fruit. The cake was made and
iced by Mr. Mills and the fruit given by Mrs.
King.
Another very enjoyable evening was spent
by all.
On Saturday, 7th January, 26 members of
the branch journeyed to Canterbury Branch for
a friendly game of darts and a social. Of the
darts, well, we got our boots seen off and came
away licked 7—2. Who said we could play
darts ? Lieut. White was in charge of our 'bus.
Who are the persons who think they can sing ?
(in a bus). Should he learn the scale and what ?
A wonderful evening was spent and we all
say again Thank you Canterbury and we will
be very pleased to see you again on our March
meeting.
May I enquire that when the fishing
competition comes off at Ramsgate would the
gentleman who has the hiring of boats please
get a boat that does not roll or pitch as I am
informed there are one or two who are very good
sailors on a lake, so on behalf of someone, have
pity on someone. Thank you ! Good old
Archie !
H.M.

THE DRAGON
Ramsgate Branch
These notes will be brief, but I must get in your
columns. That is one of the many trials of a
Press representative, for Success one must have
Publicity. My few Dragon supporters always
look to see if Ramsgate is on. the map, and we
always look for other branches' notes too.
I myself used to love Joe Enright's little tit
bits. By the way, Ramsgate wish Joe and the
old brigade the best of wishes for 1950.
What became of the other branches' card
greetings ? We sent out to all of them and only
two reciprocated. This looks bad, but maybe it
is a case of "financial cramp".
Our sympathy goes out to Captain K. F.
Speakman, F. Hammon, J. Powles and S. Bing.
May they soon return to good health.
Now for the meeting notes :—
One of the most important items on the agenda, the
choosing of captains for the darts and shooting teams,
was dealt with very quickly, at the December meeting
of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, which
was held at the Freemasons' Tavern, Ramsgate, on
December 16th.
After several propositions had been received and put
to the vote, it was announced that Mr. J. Hogben would
command the sharpshooters, and Mr. H. Pearce the
dartsmen.
Two minutes' silence was observed as a mark of
respect following the mention of the deaths of two
members, Messrs. S. H. Adams and F. Turmaine, and
good wishes for a speedy recovery were ordered to be
conveyed to two members on the sick list, Messrs. S.
Bing and F. Hammon.
Captain H. H. Knight, the dinner secretary, expressed
pleasure at the number of members booked to attend
the annual dinner in. January, and stated that there were
still a few more seats to be filled.
A statement on the progress of the arrangements for
the kiddies' party was made by Mr. J. Johnson, who said
that everything was going according to plan, and he
looked forward to a successful party. After the party,
said Mr. Johnson, a social had been arranged for parents
and friends, and he trusted that it would prove a success.
Mr. C. F. Fakley, chairman, presided at the meeting,
and was supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor, Captain
H. H. Knight, Major N. G. H. Taylor, Captain R.
Morgan, Captain M. Smith, Lieut. W. Wotton, and
Messrs. E. H. Swendell, J. Johnson, J. Hogben and
B. E. Knott, Hon. Secretary.
Following the meeting, Mr. Johnson acted as M.C.
for a social, at which musical items were rendered by
members, and various competitions were held. Mr. F.
Rogers accompanied on the piano, and refreshments
were supplied by the social committee and Buff host
Dick Atkins.
At the Drill Hall, Willson's Road, Ramsgate, on
Thursday, 48 children sat down to a tea party organised
by Mr. J. Johnson and members of the Social Committee
of the Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present
Association, The Buffs. They were children, grand
children, nieces and newphews of members of the local
branch.
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The kiddies thoroughly enjoyed the sandwiches,
biscuits, cakes, etc., which were provided, and soon
made the tables look bare. After tea, each child received
a present, an orange, a cracker, balloon and ice cream.
Games were organised, and music was played by Mr.
Frank Rogers at the piano, and Mr. Joe Chamberlain
on the accordion. Two young ladies who attended the
party, sisters June and Cynthia Ingram, also played
accordions, and were well received.
The party was followed by a social evening for parents
and members of the Association, and a happy time was
spent.
The Social Committee would like to thank the very
kind members and friends who assisted and made the
party possible.
B.E.K.

Margate Branch
Our December meeting was unavoidably
postponed from the usual first Wednesday in
the month until the 14th, and so was too late
for notes to be included in the December
Dragon. The main uusiness of the evening was
the Christmas Draw, which was again a great
success, no fewer than twenty prizes being
drawn. As before, the prizewinning tickets
were each drawn by a different person from
among the members and friends present. One
member of the branch for the second year
running was the winner of a chicken. It is not
known how this feat is accomplished. Bribery
and corruption being ruled out, it must be
ascribed to "blind luck".
The January branch meeting being also the
A.G.M., business was conducted as briefly as
possible. It was held at the Drill Hall, Hawley
Square, on the 4th.
In the absence of the Chairman, our President,
Captain Tilleard, on invitation, took the
Chair. The Minutes of the last branch meeting
were read and passed, and correspondence
dealt with. Ramsgate Branch proposed that
they should visit us on the 25th for the first
round of the InterBranch Darts Competition,
and it was agreed that this date would be
suitable, and it is hoped that as many members
as possible will attend.
The Annual Statement of Accounts was issued
to all members present, which shewed a balance
in hand, after all liabilities had been allowed
for, of £19 16s. 4d., which satisfactory state of
affairs is chiefly due to the profit on the Christ
mas Draw, the success of which is largely due
to the energy of the Hon. Treasurer, Mr.
Gander, to whom a vote of thanks was passed.
The election of branch officials was then
proceeded with, resulting as follows :—

*
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President : Captain Tilleard. VicePresidents : Capt.
Barber, Messrs. Kennett and Jarman. Chairman : Mr.
Harman. ViceChairman : Mr. Maxted, Mr. Bailey.
Secretary : Mr. Shakeshaft. Treasurer : Mr. Gander.
General Committee : Messrs. Addis, Bass, Fox, Holliday,
Ingram, Jordan, Kennett, Kingsland, Laslett, Stockford,
B.E.M., Tong. Finance Committee : Hon. Treasurer,
Messrs. Stockford, Kennett, Buss. Social Committee :
Messrs. Stockford, Addis, Kennett.

Mr. Kingsland remains our liaison officer
with the British Legion, and gave a brief resume
of the work of the Legion Committee of which
he is a member.
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr.
Ingram, the retiring Secretary, for the untiring
way in which he has carried out the duties of
the post during the time he has been in office.

Folkestone Branch
Our monthly meeting was held on Tuesday
the 13th at The Buffs Club, Shellons Street,
with Colonel Wilson in the Chair. There was a
fair attendance including Major West and
Captain Tyrrell. Arthur Orchard could not be
with us owing to having a beast of a cold, as
one member put it. A letter was read from
Canterbury Branch inviting us there for a games
evening on February 18th. It was agreed to
accept this invitation, most of those present
saying they would be recovered from the Dinner
by then.
It was agreed that the members not present
be sent a circular letter notifying them of the
Dinner arrangements. Nearly 30 tickets were
taken at the meeting. This is a good start.
We are looking forward to having them all
taken by the New Year.
So we are to play the winners of Dover v
Hythe in the Darts Competition. Hope it will
be Hythe, then perhaps we can turn the tables
on them. Anyhow, we go one further than last
year as we get a bye into the next round.
Jim Winstanley has taken on the job of training
the team, so perhaps we shall go places. Good
luck to them and good throwing.
Our delegate reported that the Folkestone
ExServices Association General Meeting will
be held in the Drill Hall on January 30th at
7.30 p.m. Please turn up and help to show our
appreciation of the work they have done.
The meeting closed soon after 9 p.m. and so
to the bar.
W.B.

Folkestone Branch (January)
Our Monthly Meeting was held on Tuesday,
January 10th. with a fair number of members
present. We missed some of the regular
attendants, but were very pleased to see some
who cannot be with us very often. Even if
it means a late arrival, their welcome is none
the less sincere.
We were wondering what could have
happened to our Chairman when the phone
rang. Quite a relief to know he was O.K. and
was kept at home by one of those happenings
which only take place far too infrequently
these days. No, I'm not going to tell you what
it was. "No gains without pains," as my
schoolmaster made me write many hundreds
of times. Hope you enjoy it Colonel. I guess
you will.
There was very little in the way of business
except the dinner. Good progress seems to
be the order of the day in this direction.
We regret very much that General and Mrs.
Scarlett will be unable to be present. Their
absence will be quite a blow.
We were delighted to hear our ViceChairman
offer the Branches congratulations to Major
West and his son on the latters success at
Sandhurst. Well done, Sir.
We were equally pleased to know he had
been commissioned to our own Regiment in
spite of the dearth of vacancies. We wish him
continued success in his career.
Our Secretary did quite a roaring trade in
dinner tickets at the end of the meeting, and
all that remains now is for it to be a "wizard
prang" if I may borrow a phrase.
W.B.

Brighton Branch
"Wot! No Brighton notes ! !" Some such
remark was heard once or twice at the last
meeting, but when the scribes' job was offered
round at the Annual General Meeting held on
2nd January, 1950, there were no takers !
However, it was a good meeting and the follow
ing were elected to office for 1950 :—President :
Lieut.Colonel G. F. Hamilton, M.C. ; Vice
President : Major G. San key, M.C. ; Chairman :
Captain R. J. Robertson ; Hon. Secretary and
Treasurer : Major H. Milton ; Assistant Hon.
Secretary and Treasurer : Mr. C. W. Guest.
Everyone is looking forward to the Annual
Dinner on 14th January and we hope for a
good attendance. We hope it won't affect the
numbers attending the 4/5th Dinner in London !
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We still want more members to turn up at our
monthly meetings—anything less than twenty
is distinctly a poor show.
We all thank the Ramsgate Branch for their
kind thought in sending us a Christmas Card
and also thank Major A. J. Peareth for his
good wishes.
Someone accused our oldest member of being
one of the chubbyfaced boys on one of the
cabs in Brighton in 1899—he says he was in
India by then !

Regimental Committee 146th
Meeting.
'THE following decisions of the Regimental Committee
which met on 10th December, 1949, have been
approved by the Colonel of the Regiment :—
1. The draft of revised rules of the Canterbury Cricket
Week Club, prepared by a special subcommittee, was
approved with one amendment.
The rules will shortly be issued to all members.
2. The following details were decided upon for the
Dragon Club Dinner (at Claridge's on 7th June) :—
Dress : Evening dress (miniatures worn),
or dinner jacket (miniatures worn),
or uniform.
Guests : H.E. The Danish Ambassador; Danish
Military Attache.
Price : Dinner, 25/; Tea, 8/6.

King Edward VII's Hospital for Officers—continued
from page 3.

The cost of maintaining the new hospital,
Beaumont House, Beaumont Street, is very
much in excess of the old one at 17 Grosvenor
Crescent, and the gap between income and
expenditure is very considerable. It is hoped,
therefore, that as many officers and others who
are interested will subscribe £1 a year or more
by Bankers' Order.
[In past years many officers of the Regiment
have derived benefit from Sister Agnes's.
Bankers' Orders are obtainable from the
Secretary, Past and Present Association, The
Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.—
Ed.]
The War Pensioners Welfare Service—continued
from page 6.

Welfare Service is available to all applicants for pension
and it has also been extended to pensioners who draw
their awards for peaeetime injuries from one of the three
Service Departments.
An outline of the Ministry's other activities in the
field of pensions, allowances and medical treatment is
given in the TwentyFourth Report which has just been
published by H.M. Stationery Office,
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1st Battalion
A BRIEF glance at the
** Company Notes for this
month must be more than
enough to convince even the
keenest reader of this
journal that we tend to be
singularly onetrack minded
when, with the monthly
nightmare of putting pen to
paper before us, we rack our
brains for a description of
our activities during the
past thirty days. Yet it
must be said, in fairness to
all the company and other
contributors, that the night
mare borders on the hideous on such occasions,
and during such months as December, 1949.
So much so, indeed, that this correspondent is
letting them all off during January, 1950—the
majority of which month will be spent on that
very, very old lady, the Lancashire—so that
they may come back fresh to the task in Khar
toum in February.

The outstanding event during December has
undoubtedly been the Farewell Cocktail Party
given in the Hong Kong Club on Monday the
19th. Even a brief visit by His Excellency the
Governor, shortly before the battalion moved
into Kowloon ; even the annual drinkingbout
_ at Christmas ; even a farewell speech to the
whole battalion by General Harding, G.O.C.
inC., F.A.R.E.L.F.—all these must, this corres
pondent feels, pale into something akin to
insignificance in comparison. Both sets of
Colours and the Latham centrepiece were on
display, surrounded by masses of flowers, with
pale green curtains forming a most suitable
background, and the whole affair most cunningly
floodlit from floorlevel ; altogether most im
pressive. A blackandwhite photograph of this
most colourful display will appear in a later
issue.
Well over three hundred people were invited,
representing almost every walk of life in Hong
Kong, and all but a very few came to drink to
our departure. "The browsing and sluicing", if
this correspondent may be permitted a
Wodehouseism, "were of the highest order",
and the amount of drink consumed, the
tremendous noise of so many people all talking
at once at the tops of their voices and the
length of time some of them stayed, all spoke
volumes for the success of the party. So did the
bill!
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And that word reminds one that, besides the
many acquaintances, both civilian and in the
Services, to whom we shall be saying goodbye
in a few days' time, there will be two very old
and trusted friends to whom we shall be saying
"au revoir". Both "Major Bills", Williams and
Bailey, will be sorely missed in their different
spheres both on and off parade. Major Williams
has had three spells with this battalion, and
dates the first of them to as far back as 1922 ;
he goes to be Quartermaster to the 4th Battalion
and with him go the very best wishes of all
ranks. Major Bailey has not been with us for
so long but in the two years he has commanded
"A" Company he has been in the centre of
many of our activities. As yet there appear
to be no plans for his future, which reminds this
correspondent of the story of the subaltern who,
on being asked in his promotion exam, (a) who
are the members of the Army Council ? (b) What
are their duties ? wrote down (a) I don't know.
(b) They don't know.
Major Gray and Lieut. Grugeon have both
spent some time in hospital; the latter
extricated himself just in time for the Farewell
Party, but the former is still far from fit and we
wish him a thorough and speedy recovery.
There appears to be universal agreement
on the subject of the benefits that will be
derived from moving to another part of the
world. Certainly Khartoum will be a very great
change from the New Territories, where climate,
surroundings and living conditions are con
cerned and, as it stands at present, we shall not
be there long enough for its disadvantages to
become too apparent. Provided that the
aforementioned very, very old lady does not
get breadcrumbs in her works again, as she did
on her outward journey, the battalion should be
arriving there during the last few days in
January, having dropped off one company at
El Gebeit on the way.
A happy New Year to all Dragon readers, and
in particular to all ranks, both Past afid Present,
of this battalion.

1st Battalion The Buffs.
31s* December, 1949.
To The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
Herewith the battalion's contributions for
the month of December. There is one further
contribution in the shape of a little doggerel
verse which, however, is pointless without the
following true story :—

On an evening not so long ago the Com
manding Officer dined at Government House.
After the official introductions were over and
before the party moved in to dinner a lady came
brightly up to the Colonel and, in a voice which
penetrated to thf farthest corner of the room,
said to him : "Ah ! Colonel Parry, I know you,
of course ; you command "D" Company of the
Royal Marines out at Fan Ling, don't you?"
Such plums do not, I am sure you will agree,
Sir, drop into our laps every day. This particular
one was such a beauty that I felt constrained to
record it in rhyme and with the full permission
of the victim of that wordy assault. Here, then,
is the additional contribution :—
"Dear Colonel Parry, we've met before,
I'm frightfully good at faces ;
My trouble is—it's a terible bore—
I'm hopelessly bad at places.
"Now surely you are commanding one
Of the Companies out at Fan Ling ?
I'll bet your lads are having some fun !
I'll bet things go with a swing !
"Which Company is it now ? 'A' or 'B' ?
I've clean forgotten which.
Wait just a minute though ! Got it ! 'D' !
My goodness isn't that rich !
"So nice to have seen you, Colonel Joe.
You can't think what it means
To know that 'tween us and the horrid foe
We've got your Royal Marines."
Yours faithfully,
H. R. GRACE, Major,
SubEditor, Is* Bn. The Buffs "Dragon" Notes.

Officers v Sergeants Soccer Match
The traditional Officers v Sergeants match was held
on the Merchant Navy Ground, Chatham Road, on
Thursday, 30th December, kickoff 1100 hours. The
laws of fancy dress for this match were discontinued,
owing to the fact that both sides wished to be suitably
dressed for this trial of strength.
The opening minutes showed that the Sergeants would
take longer to settle down than the Officers, who took the
initiative. A Stirling attempt by Major H. R. Grace to
score when within a few feet of the goal failed when the
ball sailed over the crossbar ! A little later a penalty
was given to the officers, and taken by 2/Lieut. Mullins—
again the ball cleared the crossbar. The Sergeants settled
down to a more constructive game. Sgts. Tye and Lyons
broke up most attacks, and the Officers' forward line
obviously had a healthy respect for these two. It was
noticeable that Major Grace would have felt much
happier had he been playing in boots. Sgt. Tye did not
pull his punches !
The Sergeants' forward line were now making a serious
attempt on the officers' goal. O.R.Q.M.S. Russell finally
shot to give the Sergeants their first goal of the match,
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The second half of the game proved far more
interesting than the first. The Sergeants' defence fed
their forwards throughout, and made good use of this,
Sgt. Wright shooting to score the second goal. A lighter
moment for the crowd occurred when first Captain
Barrett then Captain Papworth bit the dust via the
heavy shoulders of B/M. Foster, who himself went for
six a little later. Honour satisfied all round. Captain
McGrath and 2/Lieut. Mullins played a robust game
throughout, which was rewarded in the former's case
ky ,a drop goal from a distance of some forty yards,
giving the officers their first goal—and not a little en
couragement.
Sgt. Diamond also played a good game and did his
best to stop the Officers' halfbacks. A third goal for
the Sergeants was scored by Sgt. Diamond, which Captain
Barrett was unable to hold. On the whole the game from
a spectator's point of view was disappointing—a remark
made by one batman, who was overheard to say that he
thought "the $10 paid for the hire of the pitch was a
waste of money" ! This is rather an extreme view which
we hope was made in jest. The Sergeants were obviously
the more accomplished players and deserved to win.
The Officers would do well in the return match to improve
their forward line. The final score was : Sergeants 3,
Officers 1. The match was refereed by Pte. Byfield.
Officers—Capt. D. P. R. Barrett, Capt. A. G. Milne,
2/Lieut. B. K. Whalley, Capt. R. E. Papworth, Lieut.
P. J. Goss, S/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, Major H. R. Grace,
Capt. G. Hadshar, Capt. G. A. McGrath, 2/Lieut. G. C.
Douglas, Capt. F. E. Thorneycroft.
Linesman—2/Lieut. J. D. Grugeon.

Sergeants' Mess
We welcome to our midst this month an old Buff,
C.S.M. "Chalky" White ; also C.S.M. Ball, who has just
come out of hiding to join us before our move to the
middle East. We hope their stay with us will be a
pleasant one.
Preparations are now in full swing for our move ;
our Caterer has drawn up 35 yards of red and white lines
to put around the boxes and ordered us to have the
Manifests of the contents in triplicate. He has since
been seen with a dictionary looking for what "Manifests"
means. (Nobody tells him anything these days.)
The "Drum" Major is now having a spot of well
earned leave. How we miss him "Beating the Retreat"
on a vSaturday. Who knows, he may be "Airborne"
next.
By the way, if Sgt. Whittle is reading this, don't look
behind, the R.S.M. is standing oil your hair.
The main event this month was the "Farewell Dance"
held at St. Joseph's Hall, and from the bar takings a
good time was had by all.
Our thanks to C.S.M. Mawson, S.S.I. Smith and not
forgetting our Caterer for the hard work that was put in
to make it a great success.
Sgt. Marsh, our M.T. expert, refuses to drink "orange
ades" and states that after drinking six whiskeys at the
dance, he will now carry on drinking same, as it is a
much milder drink.
Sgt. Tye will be sailing for U.K. sometime next month
and we hope that the M.I. Room will not fall down ;
a very strong rumour is going around that they are
sending his relief out by 'plane from the "Cameronians"
to prop up the door. Anyhow, we wish him the best of
luck and hope he will look us up when we return to U.K.
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Jock Smith and W.O.I Whitley will remain behind to
tell those wild stories of the "Dark" days to the
Cameronians and we wish them good luck, goodbye and
good drinking.
We bid farewell to Fan Ling and the New Territories
and to those we leave behind au revoir, and as the time
draws near for us to sail we look forward to our next
venture—Khartoum, and we know that whatever the
job is we will carry it out in the same manner as we did
in Hong Kong.

H.Q. Company
Q.M.'s PLATOON
The end of last month saw the departure of three
members of the staff, R.Q.M.S. Howe and Ptes. Jones
and Harris, who left with the Advance Party for
Khartoum. The rest of the staff are working harder than
ever, especially Cpl. Bednell and Pte. Stokes, the latter
having taken over the job of Despatch Clerk from Pte.
Harris.
The battalion is shortly leaving Fan Hill Camp for a
transit camp in Kowloon, where it will remain pending
the longawaited arrival of H.T. Lancashire, which is the
ship chosen to move the battalion to the Middle East.
We wish to congratulate L/Cpls. Wilson and Adams on
their wellearned appointments (in the case of the
former was it Major Yates' recognition for services
rendered !).
This month sees the departure of Major Williams and
C.Q.M.S. Day who are going home on the completion
of Python for a wellearned rest. I am joined by all
members of the staff in wishing them both a pleasant
voyage and every success for the future.
To conclude this month's notes, we wish all members
of the staff a Prosperous New Year.

SIGNAL PLATOON

This is to be our last month in Hong Kong. However,
you will find these notes tinged with little regret. What
we are all in need of most is a change, new surroundings,
new faces, etc., and Khartoum offers us these. We will
sail from Hong Kong remembering the good times,
shrugging away the bad, and realising that we regret
neither. Towards Khartoum we turn with warranted
excitement—who knows what it has to offer ?
Sailing with us but saying goodbye as they continue
on to the U.K. are Cpl. Rodmell, Ptes. Delaney and
Horgan. They have completed their threeyear tour,
and well deserve that wonderful leave that only "Python
Wallahs" can appreciate.
In the matter of sport, and football in particular, we've
been severely trounced by various rifle companies.
This is due, possibly, to the fact that sport must come
second to the job of keepng battalion communications
at its present "topnotch" level, consequently we hardly
ever manage to field our full team. Line parties, Ex.
Ops., D/Rs., etc., having to be on duty—not that our
defeats are anything but noble—remember that the
platoon is only 30 strong. Basket ball is becoming very
popular and the platoon has quite a fair team. Cpl.
Rodmell is undoubtedly the "star" but he is ably
supported by L/Cpl. Nairne, Ptes. Cheek, Stacey and
Tuohy.
In the last issue we omitted to mention the arrival
of two newcomers, Ptes. Bean and Cheek. We apologise,
and somewhat belatedly but none the less sincerely wish
them every success while they are with us.

THE
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EDUCATION^—BATMEN—REGIMENTAL POLICE

Naturally enough this month's report has to tell of
the gradual cessation of Education. L/Cpl. Nicholson
having just taken over from L/Cpl. Lagnado, was con
fronted by a very large number of books and seemingly
too few boxes, but somehow he managed to make every
thing fit in. We have great, hopes of better educational
facilities at Khartoum.
The batmen this month have had most of their time
cut out in preparation of two lots of equipment ready
for the move. The mystery of "Doc" Richardson's white
equipment remains unsolved by the Intelligence Section,
their's still being in the light grey stage. The departure
of Stubbings with the advance party has brought peace
to the lines but we miss his daily complaints concerning
the loss of certain articles of his clothing.
The Police have little to pack since their thumbscrews
were handed into the stores some years ago. However,
two very valuable articles have, recently vanished,
namely the mirror before which so many ties have been
nervously adjusted and the clock which has mono
tonously ticked away the B.H.Q. Guards' nightly vigil.
Both of these indispensable items will soon reappear
to welcome us in Khartoum.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION AND BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

The move from Hong Kong to Khartoum has been
the main reason for this month's work in B.H.Q. The
Orderly Room, P.R.I, and Intelligence Section have ell
competed in making and painting boxes. In this art
I fear the Intelligence Section came off second best, as
one of our boxes collapsed on removal. It has been with
delight that we have watched files and maps, codes and
ciphers disappear, thereby giving us a brief respite.
Mr. Piatt has now established himself in a Services
Club and is hoping to start a taxiservice in the New Year.
The main sport of the Orderly Room this month has
been the destruction of a few mice that have appeared
in the offices. Willcox, I believe, is the expert, but
O.R.Q.M.S. Russell is a very keen follower of the sport.
It has been whispered that Lieut. Goss and the R.S.M.
have also joined in the chase.
MORTAR PLATOON

Hello, Scivers Old and New! Read carefully this
"Pukka Griff" from the Mortar Platoon.
First of all we will begin by wishing one and all a
Prosperous New Year.
During the last few months we have had quite a
number of newcomers to the platoon fresh from the
U.K. This has naturally given Charlie Cock the chance
to tell some more of his amazing adventures while in
Hong Kong.
Richards also had the chance to tell the story of his
awful scars, the results of hairraising experiences on
different shoots, and the new hands decided one and all
to put on their steel helmets just in case.
Sgt. Noy, otherwise known as the "Squire", is on
leave. He has certainly earned his rest after his exertions
in watching us dig our mortar pits.
At the moment the battalion is getting ready for the
big move to Khartoum. As usual, the Mortars have once
again supplied the working parties for moving the
battalion's baggage.
L/Cpl. Nicholson is now attached to the Education
Staff and everyone is hoping that under his able tuition
they will hold first class"Education Certificates.

In the way of sport, we have a newlyformed basket
ball team, which defeated the Signal Platoon, the
former champions. We also have four supporters of the
battalion rugger team—Cpl. Proud, L/Cpl. Nicholson,
Ptes. Kay and Weale. Incidentally, Cpl. Proud somehow
managed to fracture the shoulder of a member of the
R.A.F. team whom we defeated the other day.
We welcome Cpl. Bassett, who has joined us from the
Middlesex Regiment, and hope he has a pleasant stay
with us.
To replace Cpl. Benson on the football field, who left
for "Blighty", we have Pte. Mitchell, who is a newcomer
to the platoon.
M.T. PLATOON
With our days in Hong Kong slowly coming to a close
and days in the Middle East drawing ever nearer, we
bring you news of the M.T. Platoon in December, 1949.
Everybody of the* platoon is welcoming the move
with the ageold saying "A change is as good as a rest".
Let's hope it will be this way.
Recent departures from us have been Ptes. Horn and
Croucher, Water Truck and C.O.'s Jeep drivers res
pectively. We wish them all the best in "Blighty".
Very soon we will be losing L/Cpl. Stoakes (Buffalo),
Pte. Poulton, Pte. Tritton and Pte. Ruffle, who is never
seen without his book (?).
Already we have lost L/Cpl. Cotton and Pte. Loud to
26 Brigade, but have gained Pte. Gould/ fresh from
driving the Brigadier about. Welcome back, Wood
pecker !
Cpl. Harris received a bad injury recently whilst
playing football for the platoon, but can now be seen
hobbling about with his leg in plaster. Well done,
Darky!
The Office and Technical Staff could be seen dashing
wildly about last week with "REME Inspection" written
all over their faces, and it is true to say that some of the
drivers also had a "flap on". We haven't heard the
result yet, but we're keeping our fingers crossed.
The football team under the tuition of L/Cpl. Stoakes
have been doing great guns lately, but owing to trans
port demands we are not able to field our best team.
Our next notes will be written at Khartoum, so until
then we wish all members past and present the very best
of everything in the future.
"S" PLATOON
"S" Platoon consists of three sections—"Wasp"
Carriers manned by Sgt. CliftonSprigg, Cpl. Horswell
and Pte. Henderson ; Carriers with Ptes. Green, Smith
865 Smith 853 and Smith 848 ; AntiTanks with L/Cpl.
Edwards, L/Cpl. Gibson, L/Cpl. Single, L/Cpl. Aisbitt
and Ptes. Ryder and McSweeney.
At present we are weaponless, owing to the move to
Khartoum, where it is hoped we will once again be ready
for action. Owing to our present defencelsss state,
many views as to the meaning of "S" have been put
forward. The main one is "Strength", but only owmg
to our part in the "Baggage Party" ! To the Sergeant
Major is "Scivers" perhaps more suitable ?
On our arrival at Khartoum our ranks will have been
depleted owing to some of our N.C.O.'s being due for
"Python", but we hope their loss will.be only temporary.
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THE DRUMS

This month has been an enjoyable one, as we are all
looking forward to. our move to Khartoum in early
January, 1950. We have spent a lot of time packing
away in their boxes all our drums and musical instru
ments. These, however, will not be idle for long, as we
fully intend to give some performances during the
voyage.
On our arrival at Khartoum we hope to be reinforced
by some more men from the companies. These will
help to fill the gap which has appeared in the ranks of
the Corps of Drums.
Dmr. Sedge is the talk of the Corps of Drums since his
remarkable walk, from Kowloon to Fanling along the
deserted and eerie railway line. Our hero accomplished
this feat in the early hours of the morning, leaving
Kowloon at midnight and arriving back in camp just in
time for Reveille. To prevent aspersions being cast as to
Dmr. Sedge's sanity, we would like to add that he had
missed the last train and preferred to use "Shank's
Pony" rather than spend the night in Kowloon !
Cpl. Moyes has signed on for 9 years with the Colours
and 3 years on the Reserve. We are all pleased to hear
this, and wish him the best of luck
44A"

Company
The month of December has seen many changes in
"A" Company. It is with great regret we bid farewell
to Major Bailey, whose generosity and warmheartedness
have been an example to the company for the last
eighteen months. We wish him the very best of luck
wherever he may go in the future. On the eve of our
departure for Khartoum, we also say goodbye to
SergeantMajor (Ginger) Mawson and ColourSergeant
Huntley, who will be returning home to England on
"Python" for a wellearned rest. Captain Papworth
has again taken up duties as Company Commander and
he is joined by 2/Lieut. Whalley from Eaton Hall and
SergeantMajor White, who has been spending a couple
of years with the Middlesex.
The first few days of the month saw the company
finishing off their slit trenches. We also experienced one
last exercise on Laffans plain when we were meant to
be clearing the area of Gurkhas. Incidentally we found
that it was no easy task to find Gurkhas by night.
Everyone was glad when training ended and we began
preparations for the move. During this period we
enjoyed several good games of soccer. The Officers and
N.C.O.'s beat the Men 4—3 in a hard fought match
in which five goals were scored in the first fifteen minutes
of the game. The Company team was beaten by the
Drums and Mortars in the Battalion Knockout Com
petition. Just before Christmas we had an excellent
game of hockey at Chatham Road, although on occasions
sticks were wielded like golf clubs.
As I write these notes the Lancashire is steaming
into the harbour, and everyone is thinking of the future
in the Sudan.

44B"

Company
Our stay in the Colony is slowly drawing to a close.
All the company recall happy memories of time spent
during leisure hours.
This month we are pleased to welcome from U.K.
2/Lieut. Wright to No. 6 Platoon, and Sgt. Partridge to
No. 4 Platoon. We hope their stay with the company
and battalion will be long and pleasant.
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With the move drawing closer, our programme is
packing and generally cleaning up. Some spare time has
been found for sport and we have had some very pleasant
afternoons playing football and basket ball.
We hope to have boxing and other sports en route
to Khartoum. 2/Lieut. Wright is in charge of boxing
and is trying very hard to coop pugilists, even trying
hard to persuade "Baron" to "have a go", but it remains
to be seen what the result will be.
It must be mentioned before closing reference a party
of our company on an Observation Post. In charge of
this party were 2/Lieut. Dalgleish and Sgt. Gurney.
One incident to quote. Pte. Kent whilst chopping wood
accidentally struck two ducks with one blow. They
made excellent eating. All the party returned feeling as
if they had had a ten days' holiday.
We regret that we lose on leaving Hong Kong our
C.S.M. (Dallen), who is due for demob, in September.
We wish you, Sir, bon voyage. Also to go to U.K. are
L/Cpl. Barrago, Ptes. York and Lewis. We hope it will
be not long before we have them back with the company
again. In the meantime, all the best, boys. We all envy
you !
44C" Company
The first phase of our move has commenced and we
are now in Kowloon, from where we will embark early
in the New Year. Though Commando Camp was one of
the better places in the New Territories, we are glad to
be back in civilisation again. During the last week in
the New Territories, an InterCompany Football Com
petition was played. None of our opponents managed to
get the ball past Pte. Fuller in goal, and we emerged
victors in the final. We are now busy accepting challenges
from companies who think it was a fluke ; so far we have
proved it not to be the case.
No. 7 Platoon were very busy for a few days early in
December when they did an InfantryTank Demon
stration for the remainder of the Brigade. A high degree
of cooperation was seen and the demonstration went
off to everyone'ssatisfaction. The InterCompany Basket
Ball Competition has not yet been completed but we
hope to pull it off in the final.

In the middle of December we said goodbye to Pte.
Pilbeam, who left us for Brigade H.Q., where he will
remain until he goes home on "Python" early in the
New Year. We wish him too the best of luck. We wel
come Cpl. Nobes from the Middlesex Regiment to the
Company; L/Cpls. Bean and Brewin from Brigade
H.Q. ; and Pte. Packham from H.Q.L.F.
We learn today that the company is going to El
Gebeit.
"D" Company
Before setting out on our trek to the Sudan, we
welcome C.S.M. Ball to the company. Also the several
old Buffs, amongst them Cpl. Smewin, who have returned
after a period with the Middlesex Regiment.
2/Lieut. Griffin and ColourSgt. Fagg are now, we hope,
speeding from El Gebeit to Khartoum to scan what's
left consequent to the switch in the company's posting.
2/Lieut. Grugeon is with us again after his temporary
illness, though viewing things with rather a jaundiced
eye !
Members of the company who are going home in the
near future include Cpl. (Canadian) Sprack and Cpl.
Maskell. We bid them a fond, if envious, farewell.
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This month's activities on the part of the company
included much digging above the clouds, also a Christ
mas spree. The latter was to celebrate our departure
from Commando Camp and of course the commence
ment of the Christmas festivities. As to details, let it
suffice to say that a good time was had by all, especially
Ptes. Bridle and Harris. Pte. Baxter has since been
trying to explain away the reason for his rather un
dignified exit early in the evening.
We really feel that A/ColourSgt. Giblett is entitled to
"let himself go" after the strain of handing over to the
"Jocks" who, he says, fully maintained their reputation
as Scotchmen.

Beneath Bell Harry.
TT is appropriate, at
Mhe beginning of the
New Year, to review
the progress made
during the Old. 1949
has been the first full
year of the Depot's
existence under the
new regime, the regime
under which recruits
are trained by one of
the battalions of the
Home Counties Brig
ade and may then be
posted at random to
any one of the seven
regiments of that Brigade ; and under which the
role of the Depot is relegated to little more than
that of caretakers of the Regiment's home and
traditions. We ask ourselves : Are we a rear
guard making a last stand against the over
whelming forces of standardisation, or are we a
bridgehead from which the Regiment may some
day burst forth into its former glory with Buffs
serving as Buffs, at home and abroad, through
out their service ? Until those days return,
there will be little inducement for the right sort
of man to spend his life in the Army.
In contrast to previous postwar years, the
year has been notable in that, with one excep
tion. we have had no major changes in staff.
The exception is the important post of R.S.M.
which has been filled successively by R.S.M.
Moore, whom we lost to the R.A.E.C. in the
Summer. R.S.M. Cummings, who is now
civilian instructor to Sutton Valence School
Cadet Force, and R.S.M. Moody, who has
languished in hospital with a damaged knee
since a few days after his arrival.
With 1950, however, come two important
changes. First, Major Edlmann has left us to
do a course in Intelligence duties before taking
up his appointment as Military Attache,

Copenhagen. He commanded the Depot for
eighteen months and has been responsible for
getting it into shape to organise the many
functions which fall to it in peace time. All
ranks say goodbye regretfully and wish him and
Mrs. Edlmann well in their new venture.
The second change is the administrative
Officer. We say farewell to Captain Taylor and
thank him for his hard and loyal work during
difficult times, and welcome Lieut.Colonel
H. S. Knocker.
There was the usual round of gaieties over
Christmas. Once again Major Ricketts spared
no pains to ensure that the children, not only of
Buffs but of a large number of soldiers, stationed
elsewhere, whose families are in quarters at
Canterbury, had a party worthy of the occasion.
Mr. Haynes again scored a triumph as Father
Christmas.
On the 22nd a large gathering from the
Sergeants' Mess, Depot, 4/5th Battalion and
Civilian Staff gained admission to the Officers'
Mess after quite a fair rendering of Good King
Wenceslas, after which they certainly needed
something to drink—and got it.
On New Year's Eve the Sergeants gave a very
successful Children's Party, exclusively for
Buffs, in the N.A.A.F.I. Canteen.
In the Officers' Mess, we have had farewell
dinner parties for Captain Cox and Major
Edlmann. Both parties were spirited affairs,
as befitted the occasions, and were enlivened
by the presence of Majors Proctor and Bossom
respectively.
The Edlmanns gave a small farewell party a
few days before their departure—small, that is,
in attendance, but certainly not in other
respects as the prolonged stay of the guests
bore witness ! Mrs. Edlmann also gave a fare
well tea party to the wives of the Depot Staff.
One final piece of news that must be placed
on record is the gallant fight put up by our foot
ball team, only three members of which were
under thirty, in the Minor Units Knockout
Competition. Our opponents, the young and
agile representatives of a unit some 200 strong,
were held to 1—0 in the first half but finally
brought the score to 5—0.
Sergeants' Mess
The Annual Christmas Draw took place on Tuesday,
December 20th, with quite a large attendance of happy,
smiling faces.
The drawers of prizes seem to have been chiefly con
cerned with the Pokie Dice pot.
(Continued on page vi.)
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4th Battalion.
'"PHIS month has been a
* quiet one as far as the
battalion is concerned for all
have been on holiday over
Christmas and the New
Year.
We were very pleased to
be able to entertain the
members of the Sergeants'
Mess in the Depot Mess on
22nd December and hope
they all enjoyed their even
ing.
We were very sorry to
say goodbye to Lieut.
Ledger, who has now found
it necessary to transfer to the T.A.R.O. We wish
him the very best of luck for the future and
thank him for all the hard work he put in whilst
serving with this battalion.
Captain Watts, who has now officially left us,
is still to be seen around the Q.M.'s stores at
fairly regular intervals ; we hope that he hasn't
received any "Top Secret" instructions from
the 1st Battalion to bring out certain items of
G 1098 equipment. Both Mr. Harwood and
Mr. Mattocks have been warned to be on their
guard.
We are now reparing for the opening of the
New Year and with it, we hope, the steady filling
of our Drill Halls on Parade nights.
We end by wishing all our readers a very
happy and prosperous New Year.
H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
The last month of the year saw little change in H.Q.
Company as far as new faces were concerned. Still,
perhaps we shall see some fresh ones before long.
Our O.R.S. spent a couple of weeks in Maidstone in
the early part of the month trying to solve the in
tricacies of operating the 16mm. cinema projector.
We shall await the practical test before passing judgment.
Congratulations are due to our C.Q.M.S. (C/Sgt.
Chapman) for the first class report he received on his
"Q" Course in November.
No special function was arranged for  Christmas this
year but perhaps we will be able to do one in 1950.
Still, the members of the company did very well in the
Depot Sergeants' Mess Christmas Draw and we con
gratulate all those "lucky people".
We have closed down for the Christmas holidays and
reopen on the 9th January, 1950 with nice New Year
resolutions with regard to making H.Q. Company the
best in the battalion.
At present the builders are in the canteen making it
nice and tidy for future social events and perhaps it will
be the means of attracting new recruits to swell our
present rather siftalll numbers.

We almost forgot one very important report. Our
Eddie is still bearing up under the strain of waiting for
the great day. Still, we have now arrived in the YEAR,
Eddie, and it won't be long before you come up for that
"life sentence". Advice is still pouring in from both
married and unmarried members. As a matter of fact
we are seriously considering publishing all these words
of wisdom in a book form, on the lines of a training
pamphlet. It may come in useful one day.
Finally, we would like to wish all Buffs, wherever
they may be, the very best for 1950.
"A'' Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
This final month of the year the company relaxed
from its training efforts and held two dances—one at
Sandwich on the 17th and one at Ramsgate on the 23rd.
Both halls looked extremely exciting and restive with
our traditional Christmas tree gaily lit with glowing
colours. Although our numbers were not so large as last
year, both dances were most enjoyable and even our
Company Commander was noticed to be enjoying
himself.
Captain J. Tilleard was once again our efficient and
charming M.C., although possibly a little ruthless with
his mistletoe dances (see Major N. G. H. Taylor).
It was a happy moment when Lieut. Balding won a
bottle of champagne—on his 21st too ! ! and the rafters
echoed the strain of "Happy Birthday !".
Our financial wizard, "Sir Stafford" Neville, was
somewhat gloomy over the Sandwich dance, it having
produced a net loss of 12/, mainly due to extra printing
costs on account of it having to be twice postponed,
one occasion being to accommodate the local football
club. We did, however, see smiles over the Ramsgate*
dance for "Sir Stavord" had had a good day and the
bar takings alone had produced more revenue than
budgeted for. On the morning of the 24th he was seen
trotting off to the bank with £100, muttering there was
still a little more to be chased. Even so we got no
affirmative as to profit and the most we could extract
from him was a carefully phrased remark that we were
certainly out of the red.
The company is indeed fortunate to have its financial
interests so closely and conscientiously guarded, and
without a doubt when a true statement is forthcoming
in the New Year our shareholders will be a little surprised
at our working capital.
Our P.S.I. (C.S.M. Excell) is leaving us early in the
New Year and will be handing over to an Old Ramsgate
onian, C.S.M. Turmaine, to whom we extend a hearty
welcome and hope his stay will be long and enjoyable.
And so we end 1949. Our company has again grown in
strength and comradeship—we have welcomed new
recruits and seen our drill halls wellestablished and
working smoothly, but there is still much need for more
trained men and we look forward to 1950 hoping to
forge ahead in this respect by an allout press recruiting
campaign, which, if successful, will finally complete
our preparations for the National Service intake.
Company (Sittingbourne, Whitstable and
Heme Bay)
The company extends its best wishes to Captain and
Mrs. LeeRoberts on the birth of a daughter and to
Pte. and Mrs. Castle on the birth of a son. .
: It is with great pleasure that we welcome Pte. Purkis
to our small but happy band. He is no stranger to the
Terriers as he has been serving with the Gunners.
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The Company Dance was a great success and apart
from making a substantial profit, a very pleasant time
was had by all. We hope to see more of the battalion at
our next dance.
Our miniature rifle team has been very active during
the past month, scoring a win against the Heme Bay
ExServicemen's Club, a draw with the Heme Bay
British Legion and losing by a small margin to the
Swalecliffe Rifle Club.
"D" Company (Folkestone)
This month's training has continued as usual and we
have again had assistance from Captain Butcher, who
has come over from Ashford to give instmction on the
antitank gun. We have also had lectures from C.S.M.
Esler on Civil Defence and Sgt. Lott on Signal Procedure.
We were very pleased to see them.
During the month we hhd our second shooting and
darts match, this time against H.Q. Company. We
drew in the shooting and lost at darts, but hope to show
an improved standard in our next match.
"S" Company (Ashford, Cranbrook & Tenterden)
We must first wish all Buffs, both past and present,
the compliments of the season and a prosperous New
Year.
The festive season commenced early for this company,
to be exact on Saturday the 17th, when we held our
Christmas Party at Ashford. Although primarily
arranged for the children, parents appeared to be enjoy
ing themselves as much if not more so than their off
springs ; altogether some fifty to sixty people attended
of which twentytwo were children. Unfortunately we
were unable to arrange for Fatlier Christmas to be on
parade, so presents had to be distributed from a mail
bag kindly lent to us by the Post Office, who at the time
were using the main hall as a parcels sorting office.
A word of thanks , must go to all members and their
wives at Ashford whose efforts made the evening such
a success, and a special vote of thanks to Mr. Fedder
for allowing us the use of his radiogram for the evening.
We were pleased to hear that Mrs. Johnson was out
of hospital just in time for Christmas and wish her a
speedy recovery.
Beneath Bell Harry, Sergeants Mess—cow. from
p. 16.
Who is this fellow called "M & V." who walked away
with a cartload ? He got everything—including the
"bird".
Sgt. (Wobbler) Fox had a fair amount, beer included.
In fact, at the close of the show, a little bartering was
taking place along the passage. "One Bone, One
Cordial—Jolly hard luck". More bones required.
The 4th Battalion were well represented by their
members, and also by prizes.
The evening finished with a "SingSong", with Alf
rendering "These Old Sticks o' Mine". What! no
cockerel, Alf ?
We would.like to thank Marie Hurley and Tony Moore
for their kind assistance at the drums.
We made some attempt at "hoisting the brick", but
owing to lack of attendance it wasn't what it might have
been. However, those who were there had a real night
with the absentees' "wallop" and cigars. At midnight,
nobody worried how old the "Old" was, except
"Bomber", who was past it. Cigar fever, I fancy.

The following night, ourselves and the 4th Battalion
members were invited to the Officers' Mess for a "Li'l
drink", We started off outside the Officers' Mess with the
rendering of Silent Night, and after the twentyfourth
verse of The Holy City were finally admitted, the delay
being caused by the sweet, harmonious voices of Fred
and R.S.M. Hurley.
In any case, I do know they got the price of a pint.
The rum punch served by Jim soon got to work and
did its stuff, so well, in fact, that Lofty and Jim had
sold the C.O. four pigs before the night was out.
"Wobbler" was again bartering, this time for Colonel
Oliver's turkey. A very good time was had by all, but,
alas, the end came too soon.
New Year's Eve was spent in the form of a farewell to
Major Edlmann. This also was another good evening,
with of course plenty of that unrationed stuff, the
"National Beverage".
Fred Turmaine has just completed a "Driving Course"
(between drinking hours), so those returning from Hong
Kong had better keep their eyes peeled for the road hog.
He has now left us for Margate, so that we are safe for a
while.
We should like to take this opportunity of passing our
congratulations to one of our old Hon. Members, Mr.
Joe Bartlett, on his recent marriage. We wish them
both good luck and every happiness.

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary.
P. and P Association, The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Half bound In leather,  £1 10s.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  £1

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL
Under Revision
also

" DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/
Postage extra
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Gracious givin

IT is indeed a happy idea to give a handmirror,
hair brush, cloth brush, etc., one by one as gift
occasions arise until the recipient possesses the
complete service. Illustrated is a Sterling Silver
and Enamel engineturned 6piece Toilet Service,
the individual prices of which are—2 hair brushes
£20.14.0, hat brush £5.6.6, cloth brush £5.6.6
handmirror £14.12.6, comb 19s.

The
GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD.
112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  w I
NUMBER 112 IS OUR ONLY ADDRESS - TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
The Dragon, In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
Agents—Bloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimental Journal—"The Dragon", Canterbury.

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.

Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
28/12/47.
4/6/43.

ColonelinChief
His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel
...
... MajorGeneral Hon. P. G* Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c
Officer Commanding, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Capt* W. G. Blaxland.

Regular and Militia Battalions
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
1st Battalion {3rd Foot)—Khartoum.
3rd Battalion {East Kent 'Militia)—Canterbury.

Territorial Army Battalions
4/Sth Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel
Hon. Colonel

PlEUTENANTCOLONELS

|Rice, N. D
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.
Parry, F. W. B.

CAPTAINS—continued.

T/Brig., GHQ., Farelf.
T/Col., G.S., P. Africa Command.
1st Bn.

MAJORS
2nd i/c Transit Camp, Port Said.
Bruce, 2$. P. C., M.C.
G S.O.2, Home Counties Dist.
ByndenBell, P. T. G.
Oliver, G. p. F., D.S.O. ... T/Dt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Bt:Col., Ministry of Defence.
Parry, R. F., M.C. ..:
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ... T/Bt.Col., 1st Bn., K.A.R.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
... T/Bt.Col., Div. Battle School, TripoU
Peave
Craig, B. H
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.E, , T/Bt.Col. G.S.O.l. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
T/Col. G.S. War Office.
Atkinson, J. G., OJB.E.
1st Bn.
Grace, H. R
Q Branch, War Office.
Scott, p. S., M.B.E.
DAAG. Div. H.Q., Hong Kong.
Harris St. John, B. J.
1st Bn.
Bewis, P. J
pn route U.K.
Bailey, N. T
pdlmann, p. p. C., M.C. ... Mil: Int. Course.
A.P.M., Port Said
Rawlings, A. C.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
Horley, B. M.
Ministry of Supply.
May, J. F. Fits G
Br. Mil. Mission, Greece.
Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Bucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. P.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Bindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N.D.
Cox, p. G., M.C.
Collins, H. A.
...
§ Supernumerary.

Unit or Appointment

Name

Unit or Appointment

Name

1/8/46.
5/12/45.

... Col. 0. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Col. p. B. Burns, T.D., D.L.

CAPTAINS.
Chinese Training Unit, Hong Kong.
1st Bn. P. Surrey Regt.
32 Sqn. R.A.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj. G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q.Band Forces, Hong Kong.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Training) H.Q.B.T.A.
Depot.
H.Q. Scottish Command.
T/Maj., Airborne Forces Depot,
Aldershot.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
1st Bn.
Course U.K.
H.C. Bde. Tig. Centre.
4/5th Bn.

Critchley, P. P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

G.S.O.3., S.D. Branch,G.H.Q., M.P.B.F.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E , T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office
Nash, J. P
Staff, H.Q. Br. Tps., Austria.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. ... 1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
1st Bn.
Hadshar, G
1st Bn.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Br. Mil. Mission, pthiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
1st Bn.
Dent, J. P
1st Bn.
MacDonald, p. W
G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Marshall, F
T/Capt., Intelligence Corps Depot
Dubois, G. P., M.C
T/Maj., G.H.Q., F.A.R.p.p.F.
PlEUTENANTS.

Peckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. P.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, p. M.
Griffin, C. J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. p.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

West Africa.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
l.R.W.K.
R.A.F. Station, Upper Heyford.
Peave U.K.
Malaya.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
l.R.W.K
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Peave U.K.

2ND PlEUTENANTS.

Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Muffins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.

...
...
...
...
...
...

Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, p. J., M.B.E.
Watts, p. H. F.

QUARTERMASTERS.
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... pn route U.K.
... Capt. (Q.M.) 1st Bn.

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
1st Bn.
HiC. Bde. Trg. Centre.

4/5th Battalion
BIEUTENANTCOLONEL.
Oliver, G. P. F., D.S.O.
Hews., G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.
Coffins, H. A. (Adjt).
Tilleard, J.
Butcher, D. A. T.
Prestige, J. T. R. ,
BeeRoberts, H. P.
Thome, P. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Hannah. W. H.

Balding, C. P. p.
Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Pees, H. D.
Fames, A. G.

PlEUTENANTS.

2ND PlEUTENANTS.

Bewis, W. G. G.
MBDICAD OFFICER .
Hamerton, J. R. (R.A.M.C.), Major.
CHAPLAIN.

Sudgen, Rev A N. B., M.A.
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Personalia
E congratulate Brigadier V. Boucher, who
Whas
been given command of 24 Infantry

Brigade in Trieste. He is to take up the
appointment in the late Summer.

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA
LEROS
GERMANY

Colonel C. J. Wood writes that he expects to
return to England this year. Recently he
visited the Vevey War Cemetery where there
are about fifty graves, amongst which is one
Buffs, of the 191418 War. The graves are well
cared for.
Colonel R. J. Thorne Thorne has now taken
up permanent residence at Ponts Farm,
Burwash, Sussex.
We regret to record the death, on February
8th, at Upper Ridgeways, Sherborne, of Mrs.
F. E. C. Bright, wife of the late Lieut.Colonel
R. Bright, The Buffs, and offer our sympathy
to her family in their loss.
Lt.Col. R. W. Craddock has been appointed
G.S.O.l Headquarters Hamburg District. He,
Mrs. Craddock and the two youngest children
leave for Hamburg on March 1st.

EGYPT
ITALY

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA
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THE DRAGON

Li^ut.riCoiohdl M. P. D. Dewar, writing in
Both wish to be remembered to their old
January, reports that he has been doing a good
friends of the Regiment,
deal of touring throughout the East Africa

——
Command. He came across R.Q.M.S, Phillpot,
We regret to record the death of Mr. William
4tp Battalion, K.A.R., formerly C.Q.M.S. to
Eaydpn, late of Covert Cottage, Whitchurch
Major P. . J, Lewis, and heard of Captain
Hill, Reading, on November 9th, 1949, aged
E. W. P. Haymen through Mr. Lewis, a farmer 88 years.
who was,: with the Regiment during the recent
He transferred from the West India Regiment
war and taken prisoner.
to the Buffs in November! 1889, leaving the
_£
Army in 1894 or early 1895. A correspondent
W 
j Tv/r
^ Vtt
, x i
,
who served with him at Castlebar, on detach
Maiorand^: R; W.M.:Waster h*ve movted . ment from Athlone (2nd Battalion), informs
to Dunbar , Fitzroy Road, Fleet, Hants.
us that he read for the Bar. He left a daughter
to whom we offer our sympathy in her loss.
Major E. P. C. Bruce writes that he has been
~~
#
having some excellent shooting, geese and duck
Captain N. H. Delves is stationed at Klagen
in particular, near Salonika. We wonder fart.
In addition to his office duties he is
whether he penetrated the Struma Valley
running the officers' hotel there, which is the
where the 2nd Battalion had such good sport
local social centre.
in 191518.
As soon as he has finished his activities in
We regret to record the death of Frederick
connexion with the closing down of the British
Charles Whitnall on January 14th.
Military Mission, Greece, he moves to the
He served with the 5th Battalion in Kamptee
in !915 and later in Mesopotamia. After being
transit camp, Port Said, as SecondinCommand.
invalided home for some months he was trans
ferred to the Welch Fusiliers with whom he
A correspondent who recently visited Exeter
fought in France in 1917, being wounded and
informs us that there is a memorial erected in
sent home. As a result of his wounds he became
the Cathedral to MajorGeneral R. G. Kekewich,
an invalid, creeping paralysis starting in
c.B., defender of Kimberley and Colonel of The
August, 1948.
Buffs, 19091914.
The address of the 1st Battalion is Khartoum,
Sudan, M.E.L.F. 4.
We congratulate Miss Rosemary Webster on
her successes in her Drama studies. She has
obtained A.G.S.M. and L.R.A.M. degrees for
Births, Marriages, Deaths
Drama, also the Silver Medal at the Guildhall
BIRTHS
School of Music and Drama for coming out top
Moore.—On January 25th at The St. Helena
of the British Isles competitors in the
Hospital, Shorncliffe, to Biddy (nSe Castle)
examination.
and R.S.M. S. J. Moore, R.A.E.C. (late The
Buffs), a third son—Nicholas John.
Captain L. P. Critchley sails shortly to take
Reeves.—On February 5th, 1950, to Cynthia
up the appointment of G.S.0.3 at G.H.Q.
(nee Barlow), wife of Lieut.Colonel N. R.
M.E.L.F: Captajn (Q.M.) E. H. F. Watts and
Reeves, 44 Bedford Gardens, London, W.8.,
Captain R. O. Iliffe are going to the 1st
a son.
Battalion.
W.S./Captain P. A. Cashford has been
appointed to the Regular Army Reserve of
Officers, The Buffs, and is granted the honorary
rank of Major; Lieut. H. S. Latimer, from
The Buffs, has been appointed to a Short
Service Commission in the R.AiS.C.
Mr. F. Milgate (6284395), late of the 1st and
2nd Battalions, is now at 92 Hughenden Drive,
Leicester. He recently saw J. Coade (6282444),
who is now R,S,M, With the Royal Artillery,

DEATH

Garter.—On February 9th, at Romford, Essex,
Captain L. V. Carter, M.B.E., fourth son: of
the late R.S.M. Carter, aged 70 years.

Future Events
April 1st and 2nd. The Buffs Golfing
Society Spring Meeting, Royal St.
George's.
April 30th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Queen's Own R,W»Kt Regiment G«S.?
Littlestone,
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May 20th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Woodpeckers G,S., New Zealand.
May 13th. London Branch 23rd Annivers
ary Dinner and Ball, Bridge House
Restaurant, London Bridge. Dress op
tional. Details and Tickets (12/6) from
Mr. R. J. Collins, 82 Gay Gardens,
Dagenham, Essex;
June 7th. Dragon Club Dinner and Tea
Party, Claridges.
August 5th to 11th. Canterbury Cricket
Week.
August 13th. Remembrance Sunday.
September 23rd. London Branch Ladies
Guild Dinner. Carr's Restaurant.
CRICKET FIXTURES
Regimental Week, Depot, Canterbury
June 27. Not yet definite.
28. Royal Fusiliers.
29. King's School (Masters and
Boys).
30. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
July
1. Band of Brothers.
Away Matches
June 16. Royal Fusiliers.
July 5 & 6. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.

The Buffs Golfing Society
COLLOWING last month's
* notes was a list of cor
rections to the Society's
Handbook. Here are a few
more corrections that have
come to hand since then.
ThorneThorne, R. J., Lieut.
Colonel, O.B.E., Ponts Farm,
Burwash, Sussex.
Moss, V. Newton, Captain,
Millhurst, Boreham Street,
Nr. Hailsham, Sussex.
Smithers, A. J., Major, Rectory
Cottage, Ickham, Canter
bury.
Howard, F. H., Lieut.Colonel, c/o Childs Bank,
London, E.C.4.
Green, A., Captain, Furze Farm, Chearsley,
Aylesbury, Bucks.
Entries come in slowly for the Spring Meeting,
in spite of the request for a reply by return of
post. There is Tittle doubt but that we shall
have as many as last year.

W

What is giving me more concern is the entries
for the match v Queen's Qjyn Royal West Kent
Regiment, and I shall look forward to more
support to enable these matches to continue.
J.C.

Dress
Officers—Wearing of Symbol "R"
A C.I. 928 of 1949 is printed for information
^and action where necessary :—
1. In accordance with Dress Regulations
for the Army, 1934, para. 1819 et seq retired
officers of the Regular Army and certain ex
officers are required to wear the symbol "R",
"T.R.", or "M.R.", as appropriate, when
authorised to wear uniform on special occasions.
2. It has been decided that one symbol only,
the symbol "R" is necessary, and that it will bfc
worn in future by officers in the following
categories:—
(a) Exofficers of the Regular Army.
(b) Exofficers of the Territorial Army.
(c) Officers and exofficers of the Regular
Army Reserve of Officers, the Terri
torial Army Reserve of Officers,
Militia and Supplementary Reserve.
(d) Extemporary officers of the 191418
War and 193945 War.
The symbol should not be worn by officers
of the Active List of the Regular Army or
Territorial Army.
3. The wearing of the symbol "R" below
the badges of rank is obligatory and will be
provided at individual expense.
4. Metal symbols"of a colour appropriate to
the Arm of the Service will be worn, i.e., .
Rifle Regiments—Black.
Light Infantry—Silvered.
Others—Gilt.
5. Dress Regulations for the Army, 1934,
will be amended on revision.

The Buffs Officers' Reunion Club

EVENTYSEVEN replies were received to
Sthe
circular sent out asking members for

their views, and a summary of the replies is
given below:—
[a) TYPE OF REUNION
Standup buffet ...
...
.. 50
Dinner ...
...
...
>.. 21
Either
...
6
77
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20

(b)

Australian Defence Newsletter

CHOICE OF THE DAY OF THE WEEK

Friday ...
...
V.
Saturday ...
...
...
Any day midweek
...
Any day except weekends
Wednesday. r...
Thursday...
...
...
Any day ...  ...
...

 27
... 16
... 9
... 7
... 8
... 1
... 9


77

It is therefore proposed that the Reunion
for 1950 shall take the same form as in 1949,
i.e. a standup buffet at some hotel in London,
and that, if possible, it shall be held on the
Friday prior to the Autumn Meeting of The
Buffs Golfing Society.
The usual announcement of the date and
place of the Reunion will be made later in the
year.

Method of Address of
Correspondence to M.E.L.F.
A.C.I. 944, 1949
1. lh order to facilitate the delivery of
correspondence within M.E.L.F., the Command
has been split into areas and each area has been
allotted, a number, as follows
Tripoli ...
... . ...
Jordan (Amman)
...
Cyprus ...
...
e...
Sudan
...
...
...
Cyrenaica (Barce)
...
„
(Benghazi) ...
(Tobruk)
...
„
(Derna)
...
Egypt (Port Said)
...
„ (Moascar)...
...
„ (Tel el Kebir) ...
„ (El Ballah)
...
,, (Cairo) ...
...
„ (H.Q., B.T.E.) ...
„ (GeneifaFanara)
(Suez Port Tewfik)
„ (G.H.Q.) ...
...
Jordan (Aqaba) ...
...
Habbaniya
...
...
Shaibah, Basrah, Bahrein
Turkey ...
...
...

M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.
M.E.L.F.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

2. Correspondence should therefore include
the appropriate area number in the address
where the area is known.

LongRange Weapons Base Inspected
r"THE

desert base of the joint British and
1 Australian Long Range Weapons organis
ation at Woomera, South Australia, was in the
news in November when a Press party was
conducted on an inspection of the installations
of the rocket range and the modern town that
has sprung up to accommodate the operating
staff.
The then Minister for the Army (Hon. Cyril
Chambers) and officials of the organisation
accompanied the party.
The most striking impression gained by the
party was the rapid ^growth of Woomera village
from the raw construction camp of a year ago
to a welldesigned town with most of the
amenities necessary for family life.
Between 2,000 and 3,000 people are now
accommodated at the rangehead. They include
the families of staff personnel who live in all
electric fiveroomed houses with refrigerators,
electric stoves, hot and cold water, and attrac
tive appointments. Water is brought 280 miles
to the rangehead by pipeline from the Murray
River.
In the technical area, which isisolated from
all other sections of the rangehead, facilities
are being provided for the preliminary assess
ment of results of firing tests, and for assembly
and modification of rockets.
In this section, too, a modern airconditioned
administrative block has been completed and a
big powerhouse, supplying electricity to the
whole of the range, is in operation^ A spur line
linking the rangehead with the transcontinental
railway is finished.
'
A launching platform for long range rockets,
has been built at a safe distance from the
village. No indication was given of the nature
of trials that have been taking place at the
range, but some guided missiles have been
fired and other types of weapons have been
tested.
At an advance command post on the desert
the press party watched "instrumentation
tests" for which conventional wartime rockets
were fired.
Research work in Australia is carried out at
Salisbury, a base of 1,500 buildings near
Adelaide, by groups of British and Australian
scientists.
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The Prison Service as a Career
N/TOST of us have some sympathy with the
* *small girl who said to her mother, "When
I die and go to Heaven, if I'm very good,
could I sometimes have a little devil up to
tea?" But this fellow feeling for the under
dog, the wrong'un, is not enough to explain
why a man should join the Prison Service as a
Prison Officer. What, I hear somebody say,
be a "screw" ? As I flew high above the
Mediterranean in January, 1948, on the way to
Palestine to invite members of the Palestine
Police Force to join the Prison Service, I put
the same question to myself. If I attempt an
answer here, it is because I think many men
in the Army may be just as interested as were
the members of that gallant Force in the days
before the surrender of the Mandate.
Pay
What are the conditions, pay, and prospects
of promotion ? A man must be between 21 and
42 years old (44J in the case of long service men
from the Forces) and at least 5 ft. 7 in. in height.
The starting wage is £4 18s. Od. a week, rising
by 3/ a week annually to £6 5s. Od. with two
long service increments of 3/ each up to
£6 lis. Od. a week : in addition there are free
quarters or a rent allowance (which for married
officers is the rent and rates actually paid up
to a maximum of 25/ (in London 29/)) and
free uniform and boots, or a cash allowance in
lieu in Borstals, where uniform is not worn.
There is scope for earning overtime, and very
little night work as distinct from evening duty.
Every ordinary officer takes his turn on a roster
to "sleep in", but the burden is not heavy and
he receives a "sleeping in allowance" as com
pensation. There are also specialist allowances
for Physical Training Instructors, hospital
officers, tradesmen and instructors. The basic
hours are 42 a week ; some officers get each
Sunday off and others get every other weekend
(i.e. Saturday and Sunday) off. The retiring
pension which can be taken at 55 is non
contributory ; for pension purposes every
year served over 20 counts as two. Promotion
through the uniformed ranks leads to Principal
Officer (wage £6 13s. Od. to £7 5s. Od.) and
Chief Officer (from £7 15s. Od. to £9 15s. Od.):
Promotion
Any man of proved ability in the ranks, and
of suitable age, can rise to be a Chief Officer,
and there are opportunities for those of special
ability to join the ranks of Governors and
Assistant Governors, There are 17 Governors
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in charge of prisons and Borstal Institutions
today, and many Assistant Governors, who
joined the Service as officers. Assistant
Governors are also recruited by open com
petition, for which again all ranks of the Service
are eligible, together with candidates from
outside. The salaries of Assistant Governors
range from £360 to £700 per annum and of
Governors from £800 to £1,250 per annum,
and quarters are provided.
Nature of Work
What is the work like ? First, let us get rid
of the prisoners' slang term "screw". In a
great local prison like Manchester or Durham,
with a heavy daily reception and discharge,
it is true that the first claim on a prison officer
must be security, and in a sense wherever the
officer is situated, and however varied the
means, it must never be far from his mind,
for if he can't keep his man it matters little
what he hoped to do with him. But even in
the local prison, supervision, the serving of
meals, and the locking and unlocking of doors,
are not the whole story, and in the open places,
the "prisons and Borstals without bars", there
are few doors to lock.
The newly joined officer may find himself at
a local prison in Lincoln or Exeter, or at a
training centre like Maidstone, with its satellite
camps on Romney Marsh. Or he may be
posted to a Borstal, of which the one at Lowd
ham Grange, Notts., with its large farm, is an
example ; there are 12 others, from Usk in
the West to North Sea Camp in the East.
The range of work in the 50 or so establishments
controlled by the Prison Commission may well
astonish the outsider. There is, of course, the
complex and highly responsible work of the
Central Criminal Court—the Old Bailey—and
of the Assizes and Quarter Sessions throughout
the country, the docks of which are staffed by
prison officers. Against this must be set a
machine carpentry shop and printing shop at
Maidstone, a power loom and a foundry at
Wakefield, a vast machine laundry at Wands
worth, boot and shoe making shops at Park
hurst, fruit farms at Hollesley Bay, and many
vocational training classes in  precision tool
making, bricklaying, painting and decorating,
boot repairing, and a score of other trades.
And still the list is not exhausted.
A Worthwhile Job
The Borstal boy, the man sentenced to 3 years
corrective training, the "lifer" with a commuted
death sentence, the 14 day drunk, all come
through the prison gate, and fiiey meet first
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neither the Prison Commissioners nor even the
prison governor : they meet the prison officer
in reception; on the landing/in the shops, and
later, in a Borstal house or prison camp. It is
this prison officer who deals with the prisoner
day in and day out, who is the chief agent in
achieving the purpose of the Service. The
Statutory Rules governing prisons state that
the "purpose of training and treatment of
convicted prisoners shall be to establish in them
the will to lead a good and useful life on dis
charge, and to fit them to do so". That is the
prison officer's job. And the way? By his
courage, his integrity, his courtesy, his leader
ship and enterprise, in short, by his character.
I have described the Service in some detail
because I think it offers an opportunity which
many leaving the Army will be glad to grasp.
Of course, if you can't stand the sight of your
fellow men, keep out. Like any other Service,
the Prison Service has its dull jobs ; a few
prisoners are dangerous or unpleasant; many
are a trial to the patience ; and the successes,
though real, for obvious reasons do not appear
in the headlines. If you enter the Service you
won't be rich in terms of money. The late Sir
Alex Paterson, for 25 years a Prison Com
missioner, said a "service was a way of life in
which what you give bears no relation to what
you get". If you would live on these terms,
if you would enjoy this adventuring in human
character, if you would help men to become
decent citizens instead of wasters and worse,
then the Prison Service is your job and it has
no equal.
Application forms and further particulars
can be got from the Establishment Officer, (m),
Prison Commission, Horseferry House, Dean
Ryle Street, London, S.W.I, by whom also
you will be told about the preliminary training,
the posting to the Training School and what
next steps you should take.

Balances Due to Estates of Deceased
Officers and Soldiers
IN pursuance of "The Regimental Debts Act, 1893,"
* notice is hereby given that there is available for dis
tribution amongst the nextofkin or others entitled the
sum of money set opposite to the name of each of the
deceased Officers and Soldiers named in the lists which
are published with this notice in the London Gazette.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as nextofkin should be addressed by letter to
"The UnderSecretary of State, War Office, Whitehall,
London, S.W.l," and marked outside "Effects".
; Effects, 1944.
FreeroK "H» $.7 Private, Tfce
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Past and Present Association
Life Members
.

JANUARY 1ST—31ST, 1950

Ashford Branch.—Marsh, F.
London Branch.—Spillett, E. W. H., Lieut.
Dover Branch.—Wilson, M. G.
Ramsgate Branch.—Power, RI M., Smith, H. H. L.,
Major.
Annual Members
JANUARY 1ST—31ST, 1950
H.Q. Roll.—Lagnado, E. J., West, C. T. F., 2/Lieut.

London Branch.—Home, C. B., Willett, G. H.,
Bellamy, B.
Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
Tanuary, 1950, are as follows :—
Benevolent Fund
...
...
World War Charitable Fund

...

...

£ s. d.

49 17 6
52 11 11

Past and Present Association
DONATION

Major G. A. E. Chapman

...

...

.... 1 10 0

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 193945
DONATIONS

Medway Branch Ladies' Guild (Fair Linen)
Total to date

...

...

£ s. d.

10 0 0

£3,151 2 1

Ashford Branch
Our monthly meeting was held at the Somer
set Arms on Saturday, February 4th, 1950.
Owing to the bad weather this meeting was not
so good as our previous meetings had been.
The minutes were read and confirmed, and
the usual business carried.
Our Sports Secretary, Mr. Collins, gave
details of everything he had in hand for a party
for the children of our members, which we hope
will take place early next month. Our Ladies'
Guild is doing the catering.
Our pianist entertained after the meeting and
several members obliged with songs; some
others had a game of Crib. The happy little
party broke up at about 9.30 p.m.
During the past month or two we have had
several outings ; first we went to Tenterden
to play the Weald Branch at darts in the
Association Competition which I am sorry to
say we lost rather badly, but a very enjoyable
evening was spent with the boys from the
Weald.
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Then, on January 28th a party of 32 members
and wives went to Folkestone Theatre to the
Pantomime Mother Goose and another enjoyable
evening was spent. Our thanks are due to Mr.
V. Collins for this outing ; he arranged every
thing splendidly.
We hope to have a party visit us very shortly
from the Dolphin Hotel, Lydd, with our old
friend Mr. Baines for a social evening.
Our sympathy goes out to our Chairman,
Mr. H. Barnes, whose wife is dangerously ill.
May our kind thoughts give him a source of
comfort.
E.J.S.
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting of the Guild was held
in the Drill Hall on Wednesday, February 8th,
at 3 p.m.
TV
The Chairman (Mrs. King) presided. Minutes
of the last meeting were read and signed.
Instead of the usual meeting in January the
members enjoyed a visit to the local pantomime,
Aladdin.
A letter was read from the Sports Secretary
of the Men's Branch asking if the Ladies'
Guild would undertake the catering for the
kiddies' treat. This was readily accepted and
many helpful suggestions were soon made.
There being no other business, amusing stories
and incidents were related by various members,
bringing forth peals of laughter.
E.L.E.P.
London Branch
The Annual General Meeting of the London
Branch was held at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday;
21st January, 1950, at the "Prince Alfred
Restaurant", Tufton Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, with Mr. E. W. Tong in the Chair.
SILENCE.—The Chairman asked the members
to stand in silence to the memory of 3246 T. H.
Suggitt, 1st Battalion, who had recently passed
away at Hastings. He enlisted in the Regiment
on 14th October, 1890.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting. These were accepted and
signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
. correspondence, including a letter from the
General Secretary regarding S. Terry, who
had been assisted by the Association to enter

the Star and Garter Homes at Richmond. It
was hoped that members of the London Branch
would visit him from time to time.
ELECTION OF BRANCH OFFICIALS.—The
election of branch officials for the ensuing year
was then announced and the Chair, vacated
by Mr. Tong, was taken by Mr. G. W. Clayton
during the voting to elect a new Chairman.
On reelection Mr. Tong again took his place
and conducted the remainder of the proceedings
which were as follows :—
*
Branch President: Major J. E. Enright.
Chairman : Mr. E. W. Tong. ViceChairman :
Mr. R. W. Billings. SecretaryTreasurer : Mr.
E. C. W. Gould. Assistant Secretary : Mr.
R. J. Collins. Committee: 1st Battalion—
Captain A. E. Brittain, M.B.E., Messrs. T. W.
Taylor, E. Watts and F. Haslitt; 2nd
Battalion—Messrs. G. Skinner, S. Lewis and
J. C. Annan; 2/5th Battalion—Mr. W. H.
Beall; 5th Battalion—Mr. W. S. Hawkins ;
7th Battalion—Mr. A. Cole ; 8th Battalion—
Mr. E. C. Wills. Branch Auditors : Messrs.
G. W. Clayton and R. Dudley.
It was proposed by Mr. R. J. Collins and
seconded by Mr. E. Gould that Captain G. J.
Emery be made a VicePresident of the Branch.
The proposition was put to the vote and carried
unanimously. Captain Emery accepted and
thanked the members.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 Is. 2d.
NEW MEMBERS.—Lieut. Spillett, Sgt. Bellamy
and Cpl. Walton were present for the first time
and were welcomed into the Branch by the
Chairman.
BRANCH ACCOUNTS.—Captain Emery ex
plained the state of the Branch Accounts up
to 31st December, 1949, and said he was willing
to assist with them as in the past and would
also carry on with the branch roll which he
started last year.
ANNUAL DINNER.—Mr. Collins asked mem
bers to come forward with their cash for tickets
and to pay by instalments if they wished.
Mr. Billings told us he had attended the
Ramsgate Dinner.
Mr. E. Tong thanked the Dinner Committee
of the 2/5th Battalion for their kind invitation
to the 23rd Annual Dinner.
There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
E.C.W.G.
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LADIES' GUILD
The meeting held at The Prince Alfred
Restaurant on Saturday, 4th February, was
fairly well attended in spite of the weather.
MINUTES.—The minutes for the previous
meeting were read, signed and confirmed.
WELCOME.—The Chairman welcomed Miss
Evans (late Superintendent of the Royal
Cambridge Homes for Soldiers' Widows) after
her long unavoidable absence.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters of good wishes
were received from the Guild President, The
Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett, Mrs. Lamb and
Kathleen, Mrs. Streeton, Mrs. Sinclair and
Miss Sinclair, and Mrs. Timms.
REGRETS.—Regrets at inability to attend
were received from Mrs. and Miss Enright,
Mrs. Collins, and Mrs. Billings.
SICK.—The members regretted to hear of
the illness of Mrs. Wall and Mrs. Cobb. All
wish them a speedy recovery.
LONDON BRANCH DINNER.—Members were
requested to book in for the London Branch
Dinner on May 13th to Mr. Collins.
RAFFLES.—Our most grateful and sincere
thanks to Mrs. Hawkins, Mrs. Cousens, and
Mrs. Watts for so kindly presenting raffles
which realised £2 12s. lOd. Also to Mr. Collins,
who was the winner of two raffles and put up
for reraffling.
D.E.S.

Dover Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Eagle
Hotel on Thursday, 2nd February, at 7 p.m.,
Mr. White in the Chair.
Minutes of our last meeting were read and
confirmed.
Correspondence was read and debated upon.
The business of the evening was soon finished
with the arrival of our visitors, Sandwich
Branch, who we were very glad to see. They
were welcomed by Mr. White, who apologised
for the small attendance present.
Our sincere thanks were due to Mrs. Hunter,
who came along at such short notice to fill the
gap as pianist. She is so wellknown for her
playing and singing.
A very nice evening was spent by all. Songs
were rendered by Mrs. Elvey (Sandwich Branch)
who has a lovely voice which was very much
appreciated.
Archie Meakin caused plenty of amusement
with his yarns, and he also sang.
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Mr. White was good with his tales, which
caused plenty of laughter.
Mr. Millington also gave two songs (very old
ones).
Two prizes were raffled , a parcel of groceries,
won by Mr. E. Hart, and 1 lb. tin of Bacon,
won by Mrs. Kemp, both of the Sandwich
Branch.
Mr. S. J. Saunders and Alf Steel then enter
tained us on the hand bells which led the
community singing, keeping the noise up and
everyone in fine spirits.
Our worthy Secretary, Charlie Mills, was
responsible for the eats, which he did very
well indeed.
The call of time came far to quickly for us all.
H.M.
LADIES' GUILD

Our monthly meeting was held at the T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, on Tuesday, 2nd
February, at 3 p.m., Mrs. Crookenden in the
Chair.
Minutes of January Meeting were read and
confirmed.
All members present were very sorry to
hear of the illness of both Secretary and
Treasurer. We sincerely wish them a quick
recovery and hope they will soon be back with
us again.
We were all very pleased to hear that Mrs.
Hollands is out of hospital and steadily
recovering.
After the business finished the rest of the
afternoon was spent yarning, etc.
Several of us members would very much
like to know how Mrs. Stevens got on and did
she have to swim any of the way home to
Broadstairs as she rode pillion on her son's
motor cycle. I am glad she has such faith in
her son's driving.
B.M.M.
Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The Annual General Meeting was held on
January 27th; Mrs. King Holt (Chairman)
presided.
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs.
Barton, who is not at alt well. All members
wish her a speedy recovery.
Mrs. Sellens read the report for the year
1949, which was approved unanimously.
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Mrs. Rowlands, Treasurer gave our Finance
Report and a vote of thanks was passed to her.
Mrs. King Holt then asked Mrs. Sellens to
take the. Chair for reelection of Officers and
Committee.
Mrs. Sellens then proposed Mrs. Holt be
asked to take the Chair again for the fourteenth
time, which was carried. Mrs. Barton, Vice
Chairman, was again elected and Mrs. Rowlands
as Treasurer.
Mrs. Sellens goes back as Secretary for the
fifteenth year, members saying they hoped
she would continue for another 15.
Mrs. Sellens thanked the members and said
she would endeavour to do her best for the
Branch.
Committee was reelected en bloc and Mrs.
Valpy, M.C. for Whist.
All members are looking forward to our
Annual Supper on February 7th at the Central
Hotel.
A very hearty vote of thanks was given to
Miss Perryman for her donation to Fair Linen.
Another cheque for £10 has been sent. All
members are very eager to get it paid for and
we are holding a Whist Drive in March to help
us.
Tea was served by the Committee and the
meeting closed, all members being very pleased
with our year's work and our financial position.
M.S.
Sittingbourne Branch
LADIES' GUILD

Here is news from the newlyformed Ladies'
Guild. We have now been formed four months.
We would like to thank Mrs. KingHolt and
Mrs. Sellens of the Medway Guild for their
kind cooperation in helping us to form our
Guild. We also thank them for sending cash
to start our funds. .
We have had some new members join us
lately, making the total membership up to 25.
We started with 14 ladies.
On December 17th, 1949, we helped with the
Children's Christmas Party.
The tea was provided by us and the children
had a marvellous time.
We send our best wishes to all branches of
the Ladies' Guild and Buffs everywhere.
I.B.R.
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Ramsgate Branch
Our Annual General Meeting is over and
I am pleased to state that the same officers
have been reelected. Major A. Taylor and
Mr. C. F. Fakley had a warm reception on a
very cold night. Mr. Fakley in a brief speech
handed out verbal bouquets to all his officers
for the hard work which they had done in the
past year.
The Chairman cut his agenda in the short
time before closing; Dick Atkin's "Wallop'!
was sampled, both officers and members looking
forward to another year of prosperity.
Thanks to Margate for giving us a good
evening, they too have a fine body of officers;
Captain Tilleard, Mr. Harman and Percy
Kennett mingled with us. and it was one of the
best evenings we have had. Ted Swendell
made up for the bad night when we went over
in the snow and could not find Margate, but
I am glad to see them on the map now.
Ben Hogben has returned to his C.S.M.
duties, but only "Civvy". He is Captain of
"Shoot" Competition team, being fresh from
the Service. Ben knows his stuff, so other
branches "Beware". Captain K. Speakipan
can use a rifle too; I saw his first time down
score 85 on the S.M.R.C. Card. Keep it up,
Sir!
Now for the rest of our month's activities :—
The Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present
Association The Buffs held its annual general meeting
at the Freemasons' Tavern, High Street, Ramsgate, on
Friday, January 20th.
The Chairman, Mr. C. F. Fakley, presided, supported
by Captain H. H. Knight (ViceChairman), Major
A. J. H. Taylor, Colonel W. Orwin, Major H. H. L.
Smith, Captain K. F. Speakman, Captain M. Smith,
Captain R. Morgan, Major H. E. Rose, and Messrs.
H. Swendell, J. Johnson, J. Hogden and B. F. Knott
(Hon. Secretary).
The Chairman, in a brief address to members, said he
was pleased to see new faces, and welcomed Major H.
Smith, who was on leave from Egypt. He remarked that
1949 had been a most successful year for the Ramsgate
Branch, both branch and social activities having had
good support.
The balance sheet of the Branch and Social Com
mittees, submitted by the hon. secretaries, Messrs. B.
E. Knott and W. Costin, showed a satisfactory amount in
hand at the beginning of the year. The speaker con
tinued in stressing the need for support of every member,
especially the younger ones.
Major A. J. H. Taylor was elected President for the
ensuing year; Mr. C. F. Fakley Chairman, Captain
H. H. Knight ViceChairman, Mr. B. E. Knott Secretary,
Mr. J. Hogben Assistant Secretary, Captain R. Morgan
Treasurer, Messrs. J. Johnson, W. Costin, G. Sampson,
C. Castle and B. Kemp to the Committee.
Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present Association
The Buffs met Margate in the first found of the Bast
and Present Darts Competition last week and proved
successful by two clear legs.
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Ramsgate team was H. Pearse (Captain), F. Foad,
E. Ansley, J. Pearse, E. Moody and H. Setterfield.
The Ramsgate men now meet Sandwich Branch in the
second round.
B.E.K.

Canterbury Branch
' f

Since our last, notes, Christmas and the New
Year festivities have been left behind, but not
forgotten. The Christmas Draw, held on
December 21st, was a grand success, and
although it entailed a great deal of work, the
results were well worth it. Many thanks for the
way in which members helped to dispose of the
tickets. Owing to the indisposition of the
Secretary just prior to the draw, most of the
work fell on his wife, who carried on admirably,
and all thanks for the draw are due to her work.
Also many thanks to the ladies who sat and
made chains to help brighten the Club and give
it a cheery and Christmas look.
The prizes were well distributed amongst
members and others, also the other slips of
paper.
Christmas and the New Year went off as
usual and nothing exciting happened, except
that some members felt the need of a pickme
up the morning after the night before when
the Chairman filled the Bat and Trap Cup,
which was passed round for all to have a drink
and hoping we may retain it this year.
Our first interBranch darts match of the
year was with Dover, who brought along a
good crowd and a very good evening was spent
at darts and crib. The evening was also made
livelier by turns given by Mr. Millington
(Dover) and Mr. Neaves (Canterbury). This
was a friendly and not a tournament game.
We were all pleased to see the Association
Secretary (Major Peareth) show up, and he,
with Major Parratt made a formidable pair at
darts, only just losing by a double. We hope
to see Major Peareth at all our Branch matches.
It is regretted that one of our oldest Com
mittee Members (Alf Lambert) has had to
retire from Branch activities owing to ill health.
He will be missed, as he never failed to put in
an appearance when required. We all wish him
a speedy recovery.
FOR SALE.—One cycle, no speed, ho crank
(except the owner), no lights and unsafe to
ride. Apply outside the Fish Shop on scrubbing
out nights.

Folkestone Branch
Another month has gone and our notes are
due again if they are to appear in the next issue.
We were pleased to have our Chairman
with us at the Meeting on Tuesday, 14th, and
I am sure he was no less pleased to be with us.
We had a good meeting.
Arrangements were made to visit Canterbury
Branch on Saturday, 18th, for a social evening,
and Dover Branch on Friday, 24th for the next
round of the Darts Competition. I know the
former will be a success; the latter I hope to
say was when I write next month. Without
doubt the social side will be, and we shall do
our best to win the darts and thus make it
doubly so. Should we lose; well, we will do
so with a good grace.
The Dinner Committee reported everything
in order for the 16th. We have to thank Major
West for his untiring efforts to make this
possible. He is indeed a very willing horse.
We were sorry to learn that Bill Lord is laid
up. It takes a lot to make him miss a meeting.
Cheer up, Bill, you may get to the Dinner after
all.
Next month is our A.G.M., so roll up, all
you members, and help to make this the best
ever.
There will be plenty to talk about, so come
and join in. The date, Tuesday, March 14th;
the place, "D" Company Club, Drill Hall,
Shellons Street, and the time 8 p.m.
W.B.
Sandwich Branch
We would like to thank Dover Branch for
the lovely evening which they gave us when
the Sandwich Branch visited them. We all
enjoyed it immensely, especially the hand bells.
And we hope to see them at a future date.
We appreciate our General Secretary, Major
Peareth, for his visit to our meeting on 7th
February; as it was a rough night only a few
members turned up.
We regret to record the death of Mr. Tom
Johnson (Fellows), late of the 7th Battalion,
191418 War.
He was a Life Member of the Association and
for several years prior to the World War II
served on the Committee of the Sandwich
Branch. He was also the Landlord of the
"George and Dragon", which was at that time
the H.Q. of the Branch.
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Tom was a re!al good Buff and a pal; he had
Hong Kong to Khartoum,
been in failing health for some time and finally
January 1950
passed away on Thursday, 4th February, at

his home, White House Farm, Ware, Ash, Nr.
Canterbury. We all express our deepest
sympathy to his widow arid two sons.
D.H.H.

Faversham Branch
The fact that we have not sent in any notes
recently does not infer that the Branch is
dormant, such is not the case, but we feel that
unless we can give readers of The Dragon news
of general interest it is a purely selfish policy
to talk about our own small doings.
However, the General Meeting was held in
November, and the Chairman, and Hon.
Secretary, Captain Green, to whom our Branch
is greatly indebted, were again elected.
Mr. Jackson, who many will remember at
the I.T.C. during the war and who later served
in Palestine, was elected ViceChairman ; he
is a great asset. A very enthusiastic Hon.
Member is Mr. Naggs of Eastling. We have
had really good attendances during the winter
months, averaging fifteen, but there are very
few, if any, of the younger generation present,
which is to be deplored, whereas our oldest
member, Mr. Jordan, who, with great care
once used to look after Colonel Guy Lee, never
misses a meeting.
The Branch greatly enjoyed their evening
at Canterbury, though it was an exceptionally
foggy night and the drivers of cars were very
glad when they could see very faintly the
Bat and Trap pitch where we have so much
enjoyed ourselves in the past.
A fortnight ago we were lucky enough to
have the Medway Branch with us for the Darts
Competition. Faversham, we regret to say,
had riot studied the rules carefully enough,
and although we were the victors, we have
quite rightly asked to be disqualified.
However, the Medway Branch have very
kindly asked us over next month, and we are
quite confident of gaining another victory
under any rules. We wish them victory in the
Past and Present Competition.
Brighton Branch
Our Annual Dinner was a great success even
if we only had a very select twentyone members
attending.
It was a pity it clashed with Ramsgate
Branch—at this distance one would hardly
{continued on page 32)
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hands of the big clock on Kowloon's
I only skyscraper, the new Telephone Building,
pointed to sixteen minutes to three o'clock;
the pipers of the 1st Battalion, The King's
Own Scottish Borderers, ;swung into a lively
march; scarves and handkerchiefs began to
wave ; and the distance between the quay and;
the irongrey hull of that Ancient of Days, the
S.S. Lancashire, slowly began to widen. Such
were the signs and portents when, fourteen
minutes behind schedule and after a stay of
almost exactly three years, the 1st Battalion
made their exit from Hong Kong.
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The last fortnight of those three years had
been spent in a Transit Camp in Kowloon, the
handover to the 1st Battalion, The Camer
onians, having been just previously completed.
That fortnight had included Christmas and the
New Year, with their attendant frolics and
capers. On Christmas Eve some unknown
Comedian had set fire to two bamboobuilt
dininghalls and three tents in the Transit
Camp, with the inevitable and total loss of the
complete property, both personal and public,
of eleven members of "D" Company. Then, on
the last day of the old year, the Battalion had
paraded for a most excellent farewell address
given by the C.inC. FARELF, General Sir
John Harding, who spoke briefly and very much
to the point. Finally, on the morning of our
departure, the Battalion, under the command
of Major Grace and with the Band of the 1st
Battalion, The South Staffordshire Regiment
in the van, had marched through one and a
half miles of Kowloon streets to the Docks,
escorted for a large part of the journey by
innumerable Chinese, most of whom appeared
to be six years of age or thereabouts.
On board, the period between embarkation
and the "all visitors ashore" order had passed,
soberly and all too rapidly, in saying what we
hoped were the right things to all the many
kindly people who had come to see us off,
while the pipers of the 2nd/6th Gurkha Rifles
had played to us on the quayside. Lieut.
Gfeneral Sir Robert Mansergh, G.O.C.inC.
Land Forces, Hong Kong, was there for a short
while, as was also Air Commodore Davies, the
A.O.C., MajorGeneral Evans and Brigadier
Pugh, our late Divisional arid Brigade Com
manders, respectively, Majors Harris St. John,
Bailey and Williams—the last named complete
with newly awarded and well deserved M.B.E.,
and accompanied by Mrs. Williams—Captain

THE

DRAGON

and Mrs.  Plumptre and Captain and Mrs.
Stone—all there and many more had taken the
trouble to come down and say "Farewell and
bon voyage" to us, and to remember once again,
albeit briefly, some of the major happenings
during the Battalion's three year sojourn in the
Colony.
And what a full and interesting time it had
been, in retrospect. First on the Island, at
Lyemun and then at Stanley Fort and Murray
Barracks, with the Battalion chiefly concerned
with Internal Security duties. It was while at
Stanley that the amalgamation of the 1st and
2nd Battalions, and the ceremony of Trooping
the Colour which commemorated that event,
had taken place. Then across the water to the
Mainland, to Tsun Wan, for a short spell just
as the reinforcement of the Garrison began.
And finally to Fan Ling in the heart of—or
perhaps more accurately the further edge of—
the New Territories where, together with
numerous other units, the Battalion had pre
pared to defend the Colony should the worst
befall. And during those three years many
friends had been made both in the Services
arid amongst the big civilian population ; many
members of the Regiment, and of other Regi
ments, had served with the Battalion and had
gone on to other things; and, it is a happy
thing to record, the name of the Regiment had
coirie to have a very special meaning for many
of the inhabitants of Hong Kong, Kowloon and
the New Territories.
It was not altogether surprising therefore
that some of those who, on that afternoon of
4th January, 1950, were serving with the
Battalion, should be sorry to look for the last
time at places and at goings on which had
become so familiar and so friendly in their
everyday life. The Island itself, with its Peak
so often shrouded in mist ; the waterfront
which, after dark, always presented such an
unbelievable picture with its myriad twinkling
lights and fluourescent signs of every colour ;
the towering mass of the Hong Kong and
Shanghai Bank building, soon to be dwarfed,
one was told, by the Bank of China's skyscraper
arising next door; the endless flow of traffic
around the Hong Kong Cricket Club ground,
that oasis of green in the centre of the city ;
the Race, Course in Happy Valley; "The
Gripps" and the "P.G." ; the Peak Tram;
H.M.S. Tamar and the charming little church
in the heart of the Naval dockyard; and the
Star Ferry, with its green, and white boats
churning briskly to and fro across the mile of
water that separated the Island from the
Mainland.

Many of these were before us, each with its
own particular memory, as the Lancashire
topped., as in 1917, by its one gigantic funnel,
seemingly so out of proportion to the remainder
of this vintage vessel; and with the Regimental
flag flying proudly at the port yardarm
moved slowly through the lanes of shipping
towards the Lyemun Gap. There—at the spot
where, in the not so distant past, those stinking
little men from Japan had, by swimming across
from the Mainland, got their first footing on
the Island—one got a last glimpse of Hong
Kong and Kowloon. Then the Ancient of Days
turned a point or two to the South, the Pilot
clambered quickly down a swaying ropeladder
into his waiting launch and, when one looked
again, the Battalion's home for the past three
years had slipped from view.
A few minutes later Shek 'O had appeared
on our starboard quarter and there, up above
Big Wave Bay, a Union Jack had fluttered
slowly down to halfmast, on its flag pole
outside a redroofed bungalow. Our very good
friends the MacGregors—perhaps the most
hospitable couple in the whole of the Colony—
had also said farewell to the 1st Battalion in
their own fashion.
At Singapore, where we spent a brief six
hours on 9th January, the Battalion received
their final farewells before leaving the Far
East for good. First Major Craig, en route tor
Canterbury, joined the ship ; then Brigadier
Rice, who is himself destined to leave that
corner of the world very shortly, was early
aboard and, in his inimitable way, at once
bore off the Commanding Officer, Mrs. Parry
and one dozen assorted junior officers for a
bathingcumsandwichesandbeer party at the
Swimming Club—an outing which, it goes
almost without saying, was tremendously
appreciated and thoroughly enjoyed by all
concerned, not least perhaps by the host himself.
And lastly, as the Lancashire bore steadily up
the Malacca Straits with Singapore receding in
the distance, who should come darting out of
the sky and go loopingtheloop all over us but
those two characters from the Aircraft Carrier
H.M.S. Triumph, Lieuts. Kettle and Jacobs.
They, for a brief period during our time in Fan
Ling, had been attached to the Battalion for
training and, fearful lest some of their fellow
pilots should accuse them of idleness, had
volunteered to go on the longest battle patfol
possible, up arid down the New Territories'
highest hills. Leathersoled shoes notwith
standing the two of them had lasted a good
deal longer than anyone had anticipated ! These
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Officers now came out to give us, as a parting
gesture, an admirable and exciting display of
aerial fooling of which, from the vantage point
of the ship's rails, most of the Battalion had an
excellent and closeup view. Their "Seafires"
appeared to be as easily manoeuvrable as
bicycles, and it was with a sense of real regret
that at last, after a final slow flypast with
flaps and undercarriages down and with much
waving from cockpits, we saw them tower in
the sky, tip their wings to us in a farewell
salute and head back to the flightdeck and gin
at twopence a glass. But though, with their
departure, our last tangible link with Hong
Kong had been Severed, the majority of us have
undoubtedly taken away many happy memories
of the place, its European inhabitants and its
surroundings—memories which will last us for
many a year.
The Ancient of Days earned the fullest marks
for the way she rtjde the waves during the early
part of our voyage ; though she only thrashed
along at a modest 13| knots nobody could
possibly have anything but praise for her
steadiness, even in quite heavy seas. Even
Lieut. Hall was only absent from the Dining
Saloon for fortyeight hours.
By and large everyone was occupied, but not
too much so, and it was pleasant for all ranks
to have a period of relaxation after the hurry
and bustle of the past few months. Captain
Hadshar became the ship's chief policeman,
complete with armband, and Captain Papworth
organised a Novices' Boxing Competition;
Lieut. Squire, after his exertions as Baggage
Officer, ran a Contract Bridge Tournament, and
Major Gray looked a hundred on some days
and only fifty on others. The Commanding
Officer, a compulsory starter in the daily "once
roundtheship" race, or Captain's Rounds,
usually came in third. Lieut. Goss, ably assisted
by Lieuts. Mullins and Dalgjiesh, took a keen
and personal interest in the daily Sweep on
the Ship's Run, and on at least one occasion
Lieut. Dalgliesh appeared to have brushed his
hair. Captain McGrath took it very quietly in
a deckchair; Major Yates practised his
Hindustani on the ship's stewards and was, as
always, impeccably dressed; Lieut. Griffin,
apart from spending most of his.time lying
about on sofas, was, as almost always, exactly
the opposite. Lieut. Grugeon, now fully re
covered; from his jaundice, had Messing very
much on his mind and was generally to be found
either in the Cafeteria or the Ship's Galley. The
Adjutant, Major Morgan, despite his many
other activities, still found time for Bridge and,
of course, for pipesmoking; Lieut. Thorney
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croft was always Lieut. Thorneycroft ; and
Captain Barrett never seemed to be quite certain
as to what clothes to wear for Dinner. Lieut.
Minto disappeared daily into the bowels of the
ship to administer the Armoury, and lost a
pound in weight with each visit; and the
SecondinCommand, Major Grace, wrestled
successfully with the Offcers' Mess accounts and
on one occasion gave tongue with the Dance
Band. Captain ffrenchBlake put his small
daughter successfully to bed on numerous
occasions, and even Lieut. Fletcher was seen to
play decktennis.
Friday 13th came and went without mishap,
though one or two Officers were Been to be
hanging around near the lifeboats in rather a
marked manner, and on the following morning
we reached Colombo. Here we were much
disappointed when it became known that,
instead of having an evening ashore, our stay
was once again to be one of only six hours, a
period which went by all too quickly. It was
good to see Major Savage, whom many will
remember in the 2nd Battalion in the early
thirties as a bandboy, now installed as E.S.O.
at Colombo with a commission in the Royal
Engineers ; he still plays a very good game of
hockey. Then Colonel Rose, now Private
Secretary to His Excellency the Governor
General, came out to the ship and took off
with him the Commanding Officer and Mrs.
Parry and Major Grace for lunch at Government
House. The Colombo Conference had come to
an end that morning and the lunch party
included Pandit Nehru and his charming
daughter, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. It was a rare
privilege to meet the great Indian statesman
and to have the opportunity of friendly and
informal speech with him. Mr. Malcolm
MacDonald was not, unfortunately, there for
lunch though a glimpse was caught of him just
before he left Government House ; there was
no sign of Mr. Bevin. Altogether a most
interesting visit and those concerned are deeply
indebted to "Rosie", whom it was delightful
to see again.
Most people went ashore at Colombo, singly,
in pairs or in a party. Some went out to Mount
Lavinia for the sake of the surfbathing and
then to the Galle Face for the sake of the
excellent food; others just went, to the Galle
Face. By halfpast three everyone was back
on board but it was not until after five o'clock
that the tug Sinhabahu nosed her way into
the Lancashire's side and pushed her up into
the wind; such a timelag seemed somewhat
unnecessary and smacked of overinsurance,
but perhaps that is the sort of remark that

30

£ DRAGON

landsmen always make. To the strains of the
Band playing Colonel Bogey, from? somewhere
way back in the blunt end, we steamed slowly
past H.M.S. Kenya and H.M.S. Birmingham
and headed away for Aden.
Changeable weather was a feature of the
week taken to cross the Indian Ocean—a week
full of numerous activities aboard, not the
least important of which was the presentation
by the Commanding Officer to the Ship's
Master, Captain Jefferies, of the Regimental
Flag which had hitherto on this voyage always
been flown whenever the Lancashire entered or
left port. This flag, together with a cap badge
mounted on a small shield with the Regimental
colours running diagonally across it, were, in
the Master's words : "much valued possessions
to remind us all of a most pleasant journey"—
sentiments which the whole Battalion can
wholeheartedly echo. There can seldom have
been a more sympathetic and helpful ship's
company than that under Captain Jefferies'
command. Thursday of that week was notable
for a number of Regimental successes. First
of all "D" Company, ably coached by Captain
MacGrath, won the "allcomers" tugofwar
competition, and in a tense and exciting final
pulled over a team of assorted Guardsmen who
had considerable advantage where weight was
concerned* Then, in a decktennis match
against the R.A.F., Major Yates and Lieut.
Squire, and Captains ffrenchBlake and Barrett
both managed to win, the latter pair only after
a fierce struggle, and Captain and Mrs. McGrath,
as the third string, made the victory complete.
Finally, after dinner, a team consisting of Mrs.
Parry, Major Grace, Captain ffrenchBlake and
Lieut. Squire opposed a team representing
"The Rest"in the now popular game of "Twenty
Questions". The contest was most ably
"Macphersdhed"—if one may coin a phrase
by Major Gray, and the Regimental team,
going from strength to strength and from Rita
Haywnrth's baby via the Eddystone Lighthouse
to Prince Charles' first tooth, demonstrated
that; though physically the Battalion had not
had to exert itself unduly during the voyage,
mentally it was very much alive. Mrs. Parry,
in particular, was in brilliant form.
The day before we reached Aden was also a
notable day which included a children's party
followed by a vast tea, the Beating of Retreat
by the Band And Drums and finally a Fancy
Dress Dance. The Retreat Beating was held
just forward of the Bridge, to which point of
vantage a number of Officers and their wives
were invited by the Master to watch the
performance/ The programme of music was as
follows:—

1. Band and Drums : "Copenhagen" March
Frederiksen
2. Drums: "For Flag and Empire" Turpin
3. Band: "Espana" Troop ... A. W. Foster
4. Drums : Tattoo Beatings
5. Band and Drums : "Imperial Echoes" ...
Safroni
6. Retreat Beating and Evening Hymns
7. Band and Drums : "Old Comrades" March
Teike
Regimental March
The performance, considering the conditions
and the lack of rehearsal facilities, was a good
one, though one missed the marching and
countermarching which are so essentially a
part of such a ceremony.
And so to the fancy Dress Dance, preceded
by a Gala Dinner. Many people had had doubts
as to the desirability of having a caper of this
nature but, looking back on it, there is no
question at all that it was both popular and
successful when the actual "moment critique"
arrived. Disguises were numerous, ingeniously
thought out and even more cleverly executed.
It is invidious to pick out any one person, or
group of persons, in particular, but the magnifi
cent pair of Spivs—complete with cutthroat
razors, flashy
ties, gaudy shirts, padded
shoulders and corespondent shoes—into which
Lieuts. Goss and Squire transformed themselves
will for long remain in the memory. Equally
memorable—and making, perhaps, the most
attractive picture of the whole evening—was
Mrs. ffrenchBlake as a Geisha girl. Mrs. Parry
and the Master had the unenviable task of
naming the prizewinners and nobody could
have had any fault to find with their final
selections. Altogether it was a most admirable
evening; it finished—or so one gathered the
next morning—with a rugger match between
The Buffs and the Royal Navy, and certainly
Major Yates was sufficiently battlescarred to
prove his particular version of the story !
When one came to, on Saturday morning,
20th January, there was Aden, looking as
barren and as unprepossessing as ever. The
weather, however, could not have been more
kind to us and, as one chugged off in a motor
boat at thestart of the three hours of shore
leave, it was really quite chilly. Some went
shopping, some sightseeing, and some swim
ming at the Gold Mohur beach ; some, like the
little pig in the Nursery Rhyme, just stayed at
at home. And exactly at two o'clock the
Lancashire slipped her moorings, gave one long
blast on her siren and pointed her nose towards
Port Sudan ; the penultimate lap had begun.
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Two days brought us to Port Sudan and as
we approached the harbour an R.A.F, machine
flew round the ship. That someone was in the
machine who knew all about us, and who was
taking this opportunity to say "Welcome to
the Sudan", was obvious—particularly when,
on the last round, the machine tipped her
wings to us—but it was not until an hour or so
later that we learned that the machine's
passenger was none other than the Kaid,
MajorGeneral Whistler. He, together with
his D.A.A. and Q.M.G., Major Ormiston, was
an early visitor to the Lancashire when, true
to the Master's word, the anchor went down at
just about four o'clock on the afternoon of
Monday, 23rd January.
Looked at quite dispassionately, and no
matter how thinly you slice it, Port Sudan is
a fairly ordinary sort of joint; for the Battalion
it meant goodbye to the Lancashire and the
beginning of the last lap, but for those who
were en route for other destinations the long
delay there, with no shoreleave allowed, must
have been interminable and exasperating. For
various reasons, most of them to do with that
curse of mankind, Trade Union rules, no un
loading of baggage or disembarkation of
personnel was possible until the early hours of
the next day. Once the "off" was announced
events moved sufficiently rapidly for the train
taking Major Gray and his family, and "C"
Company arid their attached personnel, to El
Gebeit to be away by halfpast eleven. Six
hours later the second train, carrying the
remainder of the Battalion, began its 500 mile
journey to Khartoum. Lieut. Gillum, of the
Advance Party, had met the ship on arrival
and returned to El Gebeit.
On board the Lancashire we had had to say
au revoir to all the Other Rank married
families—there being, alas, no accommodation
for such families in either El Gebeit or
Khartoum—and also to Bandmaster and Mrs.
Foster. Mr. Foster joined the 2nd Battalion
in June, 1930, at Aldershot, straight from
Kneffer Hall, and remained with that Battalion
until the outbreak of war, when the Band
moved to Canterbury. He remained in England
throughout the war and until 1948, when he
rejoined the same Battalion in Hong Kong ;
that Battalion is now, of course, the 1st
Battalion. He now goes, after very nearly 20
years with the Regiment, to be Director of
Music with the Hong Kong Police, a job he
will hold—at all events to start with—for the
next three years. It would be the dreariest of
platitudes to say that all members of the
Regiment are sorry to see him go, but platitudes
have a msty habit of being all too true, He
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will be much missed in the Battalion, riot only
for his tremendous service to, and hard work
for, the Band. He goes to his new Directorship
with the best wishes of all ranks of the Battalion
and of those members of the Regiment who,
since 1930; have always rightly praised the
excellence of his Band ; let us hope that We
shall see something of him in England from
time to time.
It was also sad to say au revoir to the Ancient
of Days, on which we had spent the best part
of three most pleasant weeks. It must un
doubtedly be the hope of all who travelled in
her on this occasion and who will still be with
the Battalion when, in just one year's time, we
set sail for England, that the Lancashire's great
pink and black funnel will be waiting for us at
Port Sudan.
The stories we had heard of the efficiency and
comfort of the Sudan Railways were fully
confirmed at an early stage of the train journey ;
the Sleeper and First Class accommodation,
together with the Restaurant Car facilities, were
all of no mean order, while the Other Ranks'
accommodation was more than adequate. The
country through which we passed, certainly as
far as Atbara, was barren, parched and desolate
to a degree—"miles and miles of damn all";
as a sergerint described Mesopotamia some
thirty years ago—but it was all brand new to
everyone in the Battalion and, for that reason,
not without its interest. At Atbara, which we
reached during the afternoon of Wednesday,
25th January, and where we halted sufficiently
long to enable everyone to have a good leg
stretch as well as a meal, we made the
acquaintance of the River Nile for the first
time.
One final night of travelling and then, as
dawn broke on 26th January—three weeks and
one day after leaving Hong Kong—our gleaming
white train crossed the Nile, passed the Barracks
which were so soon to house the Battalion, and
drew up in Khartoum Central. There on the
platform were Major Lewis and many of the
Advance Party and in addition, the Kaid,
Brigadier Scoones who commands the Sudan
Defence Force, the G.S.O.I, Lieut.Colonel
Chance, and various other Khartoum notables ;
and, as the train finally came to a halt, the
Band of the S.D.F. struck up the Regimental
March. The long trek was over and the 1st
Battalion had arrived in Khartoum.
This article must perforce come to an end at
that particular point, before even one's first
impressions of our new abode can be sorted
out and put on paper. By next mouth con
,
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Beneath Bell Harry
'"THE postChristmas
* period can usually
be relied upon to be
the bleakest of the
year, and this year is
proving no exception
—always provided, of
course, that there is
not worse to come.
A severe frost, accom
panied by a wind of
equal severity, sud
denly yielded to rain,
fierce, driving and un
relenting. We feel that
we can face the Urals
campaign with confidence, and may, perhaps,
smugly be able to remark, "You should try
the Old Park in January."
A very good evening was spent recently when
Captain Vere Collins brought three fellow
members of the Shepway Stragglers to do
battle against us at squash. Our team, re
inforced by Major Murray Brown of the Royal
Norfolks, succeeded in making the Stragglers
scamper around the court a bit although we
could only register one win. One of Sgt. Laker's
best dinners was rounded off with a fair measure
of revelry, during the course of which a certain
horse who becomes quite a topic of conversation
each spring, consented, rather reluctantly, to
make a brief appearance. He declined, however,
to say a few words.
With the arrival of the Lancashire two well
known faces have been seen again at the Depot.
Major Craig's visit was a brief one before
taking his leave in Ireland. We look forward
to his return, on a permanent basis, next
month.
For Bandmaster Foster, though, it is a farewell
visit. His retirement, after nearly 20 years as
Bandmaster in the Regiment, is a great loss,
and there must be a great number of Buffs,
past and present, who can recall happy days
spent under his guidance both in the music
room and on the playing field.
He carries
with him into civilian life the best wishes of all
Buffs.
2nd/Lt. Cecil West, newly commissioned from
Sandhurst, spent a couple of days at the Depot
before going to Hythe for a course. He is due
to join the 1st Battalion in April or May.
R.S.M. Moody has at last managed to get
out of Shorncliffe hospital, and is back in

harness again, keeping a watchful eye on a
troublesome knee.
We congratulate R.S.M. and Mrs. Moore on
the birth of their third son.
Sergeants' Mess
We open this month's notes with a welcome to R.S.M.
Moody, who has been "languishing" in hospital for the
past ten weeks, which readers will recall was the result
of a nasty crack while playing hockey, after only being
with us for a short while. He has now realised that he is
not so young as he was and now adopts a more passive
role, i.e. as referee.
A movement is afoot to increase the social life in the
Mess, which I hope I shall be able to report on in the
next month's notes.
Sgt. Edwards, whom you will remember decided to
take the plunge, is already showing signs of nervousness
now that the day of execution is drawing nearer, but with
all his nerves he can still be heard and seen rattling his
coppers and singing "You're breaking my heart, 'cause
you're leaving". Cheer up, Eddie—a Twopenny Pie
will soon cost you fourpence.
Lofty is again in attendance behind the bar, having
taken on for another year, the rigours of civilian life
having proved too severe.
Sgt. Vaughan, who joined us recently from East Africa
and can often be seen flying around the country on a
B.S.A. 250, has shed his "L" Plates only to pass them on
to Lofty, who is having an "L" of a job to keep both
him and the worms from biting.
Several members of the Mess are attending an exten
sive education course at Shorncliffe, so we shall expect
an increase in the size of heads.

Brighton Branch—continued from page 27

think it could affect numbers, but it did—we
must do better next time.
The dinner was excellent and the service
wonderful and the comment one has heard
repeatedly since has been, "How could they
do it for the money."
Those who didn't turn up must be kicking
themselves now.
We had a fair monthly meeting on 6th
February, but one of our very faithful members
was not there. Rumour said all kinds of things,
but the fact was that he fell over during the
last cold spell and hurt his shoulder. We hope
it soon mends, Jimmy.
We are really looking for a better meeting
place—something a bit more Clublike where
the ladies can wait in comfort. More members
will attend then perhaps.
Will all members keep their eyes skinned
for a new home, please, and let the Secretary
know at once when they find something.
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4th Battaljon
A FTER the Christmas
^Mull, the New Year has
already seen a quickening
of the Battalion's pulse.
At Canterbury, the long
delayed improvements to
the Recreation Rooms have
at long last been put in
hand. The somewhat puny
flagpole outside Battalion
Headquarters has been re
placed by a more substantial
one. The new garage is in
use and we have gladly
handed over the old one to
the local R.E.M.E. T.A.
Unit. The Adjutant has succeeded in the
almost impossible task of forming a Battalion
Hockey Team and in the early days of the
month we played our first game against the
Depot. It resulted in a draw, 2—2. This
unexpectedly good performance was due, We
are told, to our Stirling defence which included
the Commanding Officer and C.S.M.s Esler,
Tidey and Johnson.
Major Williams, our new Quartermaster, is
still in Hong Kong instructing the Gurkha
Regiment in the intricacies of Peace Time
accounting. Until he arrives, probably in
April, Major Ricketts is acting as Q.M. of both
the 4th Battalion and the Depot. Despite this
and a heavy cold which kept him in his house
for a day or two, he continues to hurry from
office to office in his usual imperturbable
manner, and even manages a game of golf in
between times.
"A" Company said goodbye to C.S.M*
Excell during the month and welcomed his
successor, C.S.M. Turmaine. We are told the
Farewell Party was a great success and gave a
good indication of C.S.M. Excell's popularity
with the whole Company. He and Mrs. Excell
have worked very hard during their stay with
us and they will be a great loss both to "A"
Company and to the Battalion. C.S.M.
Turmaine, who is also a local man, is settling
down quickly in his new job. We are told he
doesn't let the grass grow under his feet—nor
telephone kiosks to stand in the way of his
truck.
Our congratulations to Mr. Harwood, whose
wife recently presented him with their sixth
child.
We are sorry to have to say goodbye to
Captain Butcher. He has decided to join the
Regular Army. On the other hand, we are
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happy tq welcome his successor, Captain
U. IJ. B, Alexander.
Late in the month the Q.M. and the R.Q.M.S.
attended a demonstration at Hythe on how
to receive a National Serviceman into the
Territorial Army, so now we're all set for the
rush of intakes in July.
It has now been decided that Whitstable is
to become the Headquarters of "B" Company
in the near future. Whilst this arrangement
will undoubtedly add to the efficient running
of the Battalion, it will be with great regret
that we sever our connections with Sitting
bourne which, besides being the home of our
Honorary Colonel—Colonel D. J. Dean—has,
since the early days of the Territorial Army,
been a great Buff stronghold.
H.Q. Company
The New Year has started well and we have at last
received one enquiry to enlist in the T.A. Although he
is over the age for Infantry, we hope that his application
will be successful, as he has had previous experience in
the T.A. prior to the last war and served in the Infantry
during the 193945 campaign.
On the 23rd of the month we had the honour of enter
taining some 30 members of "A" Company and the
Women's Royal Army Corps to a social evening which
was held in the N.A.A.F.I. It was a very enjoyable
evening and some little return for the wonderful hos
pitality which has always been shown to us whenever
we have visited Ramsgate and to return the social
evening given to us last year by the W.R.A.C. in Canter
bury. We would like to thank all those who assisted in
making the evening such a success, especially the
Officer Commanding Depot The Buffs for the use of the
N.A.A.F.I. and to Sgts. Sherman and Edwards for their
untiring effortsin making the room look really attractive.
Our thanks too to those members of the Permanent
Staff who worked so hard in assisting both in preparing
and cleaning up afterwards.
Reference our last month's notes the O.R.S. has now
passed the practical side of operating the 16 mm. pro
jector and we think that with a lot of practice he should
eventually make a reasonably good operator. Anyway
we would like to congratulate him on the result of the
course which, we think, surprised him more than it did
us. Now, of course, there is no stopping him and we see
him trotting off to Margate, Folkestone and any other
place that wants him to impose upon their patience
whilst he "laces up" the projector and tries to get it
going.
The builders have now left the Canteen completed
and have made a really grand job of it. "Eddie" is very
happy now that he has a proper bar. Thanks should be
recorded to the Kent Territorial Association for the
wonderful place we now have, and to Pte. Rowe and his
able assistants for the hard work they put in cleaning
up and getting the polish back on the floor. We are very
proud of the Canteen and now we really have got some
where to entertain our future guests.
We should like to record our congratulations to the
R.Q.M.S. and to Mrs. Harwood on the birth of a daughter.
Incidentally the R.Q.M.S. suggested that "Eddie"should
report to his office prior to the wedding. We wonder
why ?
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Talking of the wedding, things are moving rapidly in
that direction. The licence for the cake has been
obtained and the construction of that essential item of
the wedding brekfast is under way. Invitations have
been sent to all and sundry and all in all "Eddie" has
been a "hive of industry". Still, for all these extra duties
we must admit that he is bearing up wonderfully,
although it does seem that the forehead is getting
higher as time passes. Perhaps that is just our imagin
ation or perhaps "wishful thinking". We don't think
that he will "jib" at the last moment but we think it
advisable to ask for a couple of Bren carriers together
with the necessary personnel, just in case.
Congratulations are due to Sgt. Hoare on his
promotion. Others are now looking to their laurels and
trying to emulate his example.
Our T.A. Signal Section (Lieut. H. D. Lees and Sgt.
Lott) spent a weekend at Hythe on an Intelligence
Course. We understand that they almost froze on the
Romney Marshes. Still they will volunteer for these
things.
A final note with regard to our R.S.M. On the second
of February he completed his twentytwo years as a
regular soldier and we would like to congratulate him
on his achievement.
"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate & Sandwich)
The mental and physical reactions of the Christmas
and New Year's festivities almost worn off, the year
started well with an almost' hundred per cent, attend
ance for our first drill night on the 10th January. This,
however, coincided with a less happy event, the departure
of a very popular member of the company, C.S.M.
Excell, who has been the P.S.I, for the last three years.
No words expressed here can convey the enormous
appreciation of all ranks for his untiring efforts on
behalf of the company and also of those of Mrs. Excell,
who has taken an active part in all our social events.
To them both we tender our thanks and the sincere
wish that they will be happy in their new station.
Recruiting is at the moment at a standstill, no new
members having been attested for some two months.
It is, however, pleasing to see our last joined recruit,
Holness, looking very smart in his recently issued
battledress.
Social evenings have occupied three of our evenings
in the last few weeks. The first was a shooting match
at Whitstable, where we suffered defeat by a team which
shot better than most Regular Army teams. To the
winners our congratulations and to our two best per
formers, Sgt. Gabriel and Pte. King, who both obtained
oneinch groups with ten rounds, "Well done". 
The second evening out was to Canterbury, where a
very pleasant evening was spent with Battalion Head
quarters and the Canterbury detachment. We feel that
Sgt. Sherman and his helpers must have worked
extremely hard to produce such a very enjoyable evening.
Our last evening was a farewell to C.S.M. Excell, which
went with a swing, which was continued when he was
escorted to his truck to go home. We only hope he had
as good a time as we did and that the ride to Canterbury
was not too much for the frail condition he was in when
he was loaded at Ramsgate.
UB" Company (Whitstable and Heme Bay)
The past month has been a quiet one for "B" Company,
with the first round of the intercompany shooting
competition being the only major event.

The "A" Company army visited Wffitgtable and were
soundly defeated on the miniature range, in spite of
good scores by all their team. However, the dart team
soon took their revenge and proved too skilful for us.
A highlight of the evening was the stirring duel which was
fought out by the two Company Commanders, Major
N. G. H. Taylor and Captain P. A. Thorne on the dart
board, "B" Company being successful by a short goat's
head.
We were pleased to welcome a party of the Heme
Bay Past and Present Association to a friendly shooting
match at the beginning of the month. With youth on
our side we managed to win after a close match.
A very pleasant weekend was spent at Hythe by
Captain P. A. Thorne, 2/Lieut. W. G. G. Lewis and L/Cpl.
Williams, who attended an Intelligence Exercise at the
School of Infantry. At present "B" Company awaits
the results of this instruction with apprehension.
"D" Company (Folkestone)
Training has continued this month as usual and we
have had a better standard of attendance, which has
made the evenings more interesting.
Lieut. P. J. Fynmore, Sgt. R. Gilbert, L/Cpl. L. Pierce
and Pte. H. Longhurst attended an exercise on In
telligence Training at Hythe.
The battalion provided the largest contingent and
we were the best represented company in point of
numbers. These weekends prove extremely interesting.
The Sunday morning in the Marsh was very cold, but
fortunately the sun was shining well, which took some
of the edge off it.
"S" Company (Ashford, Granbrook & Tenterden)
January, always I think the most depressing month
of the year, is behind us and we can now hope perhaps
in another month we will see an improvement in the
weather. The usual crop of colds and other ailments
associated with this month had its effect on attendance
at training parades, although generally speaking attend
ance has been good, particularly at Cranbrook.
We were very pleased to have the Adjutant with us
on three evenings, and he had with him Captain U. H. B.
Alexander, who is shortly to take over command of this
company and to whom we extend a very hearty welcome.
C.S.M. Johnson is now very busy preparing himself
for civilian life as he expects to leave us sometime
towards the end of next month. Of course, he is also
busy on other matters, the most difficult being the
almost impossible task of keeping trace of office files
and effects as we are hounded from room to room by the
decorators recently let loose on the drill hall.

Hong Kong to Khartoum, January 1950—cont. from
p. 31.

tributors will have had time in which to look
around ; they will—there can be little doubt—
write all there is to be written (and more)
about the place, its habitants, its climate and
the general setup. This particular contributor
will—there can be no doubt—be amongst them,
but perhaps he may be allowed his word in
first. From all accounts we should have a most
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pleasant stay here and the residents, it seems,
are more than ready to receive us most
hospitably. The ball, therefore, is most defin
itely with us ; let us see to it that we do not
in any way fail to make the very most of our
opportunities.
H.R.G.

Maintain your
service to

Royal Humane Society

King and Country

Award of Bronze Medal
BRONZE medal bearing the inscription
A Private
Peter Mullins, 2nd Battalion, The

Buffs, was recently received from the Officer
inCharge Records and is now in the Regimental
Museum. The Secretary of the Society has
kindly provided the following information
regarding the award.
"Private Peter Mullins saved an unknown
man at 7.30 p.m. on the 17th September, 1884,
in the harbour at Hong Kong, China. The man
fell from the head of the pier into the sea while
mad with drink. Although it was getting dark
Mullins, who was on board a steam launch
going towards the pier, jumped in with all his
clothes on and after a severe struggle succeeded
in mastering the man and holding him above
water until the Police Boat arrived. The case
was sent to this Society by the Officer Com
manding the Regiment. ColourSergeant James
was an eyewitness. Mullins was voted the
Bronze Medal of the Society by the Committee
at their meeting held on the 18th November,
1884, and the medal was despatched in
accordance with custom to the Adjutant
General of the Forces, Horse Guards, on 29th
November, 1884."

in civilian life

Join file British Legion
*
The Legion cooperates with your regi
mental association and speaks for all
exservice men and women
BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.I

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary,

P. and P. Association, The Buffs, Newjlnfantry Barracks, Canterbury.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Half bound in leather,  £1 10s.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts

 £1

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL

CANTERBURY

Under Revision

Phone 2139

also

STATIONERY
BOOKS
TYPEWRITERS
RADIO
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DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/

Postage extra
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone: CANTERBURY 4461, Rxt. 5.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs

Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. R. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. R. Gould, 51 Rincolns Inn Fields,
Rondon, W.C.2

3. ASHFORD

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. H. Barnes

4. RONDON

Mr. R. W. Tong

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. R. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

Capt. R. Boulding, Windyridge, Sandhurst,
Hawkhurst
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE

11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY

(a) Heme Bay
SubBranch
13. FOLKESTONE
14. SANDWICH
15. DEAL
16. FAVERSHAM

17. BRIGHTON
18. DENMARK

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Ragle
Hotel", Rondon Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Rast Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street, Rochester.
7.30 p.m.
Col. D. J. Dean, v.C., T.D. Mr. N. Martin, 9 Knightsfield Road,
Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Milton Regis
Rast Street, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Mr. B. R. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Ramsgate
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Mr. R. H. Harman
Mr. J. H. Shakesliaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month/ Drill Hall.
Broadstairs
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Mr. R. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Rast Wednesday in each month, British
Hythe
Region Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. R. F. Parratt
Mr. J. J[. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Rane,
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Thanington, Canterbury
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Mr. A. Trice
Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Rddington House,
Second Tuesday in each month, British
Heme Bay
Region Club, May Rodge, 8 p.m.
Rt.Col. C. R. Wilson,
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone Second Monday in each month, Drill HalJ,
M.B.E.
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
Mr. H. Taylor
Mr. D. H. Hart, 19 Raburnum Avenue,
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Sandwich
8 p.m.
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road
Deal
Major H. Jackson
Capt. J. Green, Boughton House, near
First Monday in each, month, British Region
Faversham
H.Q., St. John's Road, 7.30 p.m.
Major J. F. Straker
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
First Monday in each month, The Canteen
Brighton
Inn, Gloster Road, Brighton, 7.30 p.m.
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
First Tuesday in each month. St. Hubertus
Kegs. Ryngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
7.30 p.m.

GROUPS
a)
(6)

Meeting Dates and Places

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

$

Canterbury, Ashford, Weald
Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD
President : HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
Branch
1. RONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. R. Spinner

2. DOVER 

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

4. DEAL

Mrs. Rast

5

Mrs. King Holt

MEDWAY

6. ASHFORD

Mrs. R. King

7.

Mrs. M. R. Dean

SITTINGBOURNE

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Rodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince Alfred:
Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 6.30
p.m.
Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Tower
Second Tuesday in each month, CoOp.
Hamlets. Dover
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone Rvery other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Rverv Fourth Friday, Foresters' Hall
Gillingham, Kent
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Mrs. R. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Secon 1 Wednesday in each month, The
Ashford
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill.
Sittingbourne.
Hall, EastStreet, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.

Ill

The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4461, Rxt. 5.

Secretary.I: MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES
Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. R. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. R. Gould, 51 Rincolns Inn Fields,
Rondon, W.C.2

Meeting Dates and Places

3. ASHFORD

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCotnmand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.)

4. RONDON

Mr. R. W. Tong

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. R. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Capt. R. Boulding, Windyridge. Sandhurst,
Hawkhurst
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

Rast Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street, Rochester.
7.30 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D. Mr. N. Martin, 9 Knightsfield Road,
Rast Street, 7.30 p.m.
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B. R. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall,
Mr. R. H. Harman
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Rast Wednesday in each month, British
Mr. R. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Col. J. V. R. Jackson #
Region
Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Rane,
Mr. R. F. Parratt
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Tuesday in each month, British
Capt. H. F. Whitfield, Rddington House,
Mr. A. Trice
Region Club, May Rodge, 8 p.m.
Herne Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone Second Monday in each month, Drill Hall,
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. D. H. Hart, 19 Raburnum Avenue,
Mr. H. Taylor
8
p.m.
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
First Monday in each month, British Region
Capt. J. Green, Boughton House, near
Major H. Jackson
H.Q., St. John's Road, 7.30 p.m.
Faversham
First Monday in each month, The Canteen
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Major J. F. Straker
Inn, Gloster Road, Brighton, 7.30 p.m.
Brighton
First Tuesday in each month. St. Hubertus
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
Kegs. Ryngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
7.30 p.m.

Branch
1. 1st Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs

Mr. F. C. Cox

8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY

(a) Heme Bay
SubBranch
13. FOLKESTONE
14. SANDWICH
15. DEAL
16. FAVERSHAM
17. BRIGHTON
18. DENMARK

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Ragle
Hotel", Rondon Road, Dover, 7,45 p.m.

GROUPS
a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

Canterbury, Ashford, Weald
Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT .
Branch
1. RONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. R. Spinner

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

4. DEAL

Mrs. Rast

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHFORD

Mrs. R. King

7.

Mrs. M. R. Dean

SITTINGBOURNE

Meeting Dales and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 6.30
p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, CoOp.
Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Tower
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Hamlets, Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone Rvery other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Rvery Fourth Friday, Foresters' Hall
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Gillingham, Kent
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Mrs. R. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Ashford
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Hall, EastStreet, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Sittingbourne.

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Rodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.
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The Dragon. In each of the four corners the United Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
Agents—Rloyds Bank, Rtd., Cox's & King's Branch.

Regimental Journal—"The Dragon", Canterbury.

Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Canterbury.

Allied Regiment of The Canadian Army
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
ColonelinChief
His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel
...
... MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., ret. pay, p.s.c.
Officer Commanding, Depot The Buffs, Canterbury—Major B. H. Craig.

23/12/47.
4/6/43.

Regular and Militia Battalions
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
Is* Battalion (3rd Foot)—Khartoum.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury.

Territorial Army Battalions
4/Sth Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel
Hon. Colonel
Name

... Col.' D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
... Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L.

Unit or Appointment

Name

RIBUTENANTCOLONELS
iRice, N. D
T/Brig., GHQ., Farelf.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.
T/Col., G.S., R. Africa Command.
Parry, F.
B.
1st Bn.

w.

MAJORS
2nd i/c Transit Camp, Port Said.
G S.O.2, Home Counties Dist.
T/Rt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Rt.Col., 1st Bn., K.A.R.
T/Rt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli
Reave
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
T/Rt.Col. G.S.O.l. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
T/Col. G.S. War Office.
Grace, H. R....
1st Bn.
Scott, R. S., M.B.E.
Q Branch, War Office.
Harris St. John, B. J.
DAAG. Div. H.Q., Hong Kong.
Lewis, P. J
1st Bn.
Bailey, N. T.
Rn route U.K.
Edlmann, R. R. C., M.C. ... T/Rt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C
Reave.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
May, J. F. Fits G
Ministry of Supply.
Ravenhill, R. A. C
Reave.
Bruce, R. P. C., M.C.
RyndenBell, P. T. G.
Oliver, G. R. F., D.S.O. ...
Parry, R. F., M.C
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ...
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W.,D
.,M.B.£.

.s:0

Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
Dendy, R. H.
Rucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. R.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Rindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N.D.
Cox, R. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
§ Supernumerary.

1/8/46.
5/12/45.

CAPTAINS.
Chinese Training Unit, Hong Kong.
1st Bn. R. Surrey Regt.
32 Sqn. R.A.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj. G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q.Rand Forces, Hong Kong.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Training) H.Q.B.T.A.
Depot.
H.Q. Scottish Command.
T/Maj., 3rd. Bn. Parachute Regt.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
T/Maj., 1st Bn.
Course U.K.
Staff Overseas.
4/5th Bn.

Unit or Appointment

CAPTAINS—continued.
Critchley, R. P
G.S.O.3., S.D. Branch, G.H.Q.,M.R.R.F.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
Semmence, R. G. H.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
Court, D. N.
T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office
Nash, J. P. ...
Staff, H.Q. Br. Tps., Austria.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B. ... 1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
1st Bn.
Hadshar, G
1st Bn.
Dunglinson, W. G. IR
Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R
1st Bn.
Dent, J. R
1st Bn.
MacDonald, R. W. ...
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Marshall, F. ...
Dubois, G. E., M.C
T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Dickson.
Peckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. R.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
...
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, R. M.

RIEUTENANTS.

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
l.R.W.K.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
IstBn.
H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
Griffin, C. J.
... 1st Bn.
Webber, J. W.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Pirn, A. H. R.
... 1.R.W.K
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
StratfordTuke, R. A.
... l.R.W.K.
2ND RIEUTENANTS.
Gillum, J. R.
... IstBn.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
... 1st Bn.
Grugeon, J. D.
... 1st Bn.
Muffins, G. O.
... 1st Bn.
MonckMason, G. V. S. ... IstBn.
West, C. T. F.
... H.C. Bde. Trg. Centre.
QUARTERMASTERS.
Ricketts, G. A.
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
Williams, R. J., M J2J£, ... En route U.K.
Watts, R.H.F.
... Capt. (Q.M.) 1st Bn.
...
...
...
...
...
...

4/5th Battalion
RIEUTENANTCOLONEI..
Oliver, G. R. F., D.S.O.
Hews., G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

Coffins, H. A. (Adjt).
Tilleard, J.
Prestige, J. T. R.
ReeRoberts, H. P.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G.t M.C.
Hannah. W. H.

Balding, C. E. R.
Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J
Rees, H. D.
Rames, A. G.

RXEUTBNANTS.

2ND RIEUTENANTS.
Rewis. W. G. G.
MEDICAL OFFICER.
Hamerton, J. R. (R.A.M.C.), Major.
CHAPLAIN.
Stfdgen, Rev. A. N. B.. MA.
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^"PHOSE officers serving with the 1st Battalion
* in Bareilly will be delighted to hear that
General Sir John Shea looks very much the
same as ever and is in great form. He has been
staying out in Kenya with his daughter,
Elizabeth, who looks charming. They both
asked after those who were serving with the
battalion in those days and, in particular, of
Colonel and Mrs. Howard Smith, Colonel
Coates, Major Fox and Colonel G. E. F. Oliver.
Brigadier and Mrs. J. F. Whitacre Allen have
sold their cottage at Newenden and have
bought a small house, The Armoury, East Cross,
Tenterden. They hope to move in at the end of
March or beginning of April.
Brigadier H. P. P. Robertson writes that he
has retired. We wish him the best of luck for
the future. He is back in the job he held as a
serving soldier, in Allied Military Government,
Trieste, but is now a War Department Civilian.

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA

Colonel M. P. D. Dewar is much enjoying his
tour of duty in Kenya, where he is stationed at
Nairobi. Mrs. Dewar and Miss Dewar arrived
out safely to join him.

EGYPT
ITALY

l

£ I ft
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WE regret to announce the death on 22nd
February of Captain H. H. C. Baird, D.s.o. ;
obituary notices will be found on other pages.
Colonel Guy Lee has been bothered with
bronchial trouble and as a consequence he and
Mrs. Lee are still at Canterbury.
Mrs. Eaton, too, has been laid up but is now
about again.
If there are any of our readers who were at
Wilge River during the South African War,
they will be sorry to hear of the passing of
Dr. C. Y. Flewitt, who was the Civil Surgeon
in charge of the station. He was an extremely
good and attentive doctor and a charming and
amusing companion.
We understand that Mrs. Gould has been in
England but returned to Ciboure almost before
it was known that she had arrived.
General and Mrs. Morgan both, at different
times, paid flying visits to Canterbury during
February.
Major Ternan, at Liss, Hants., writes that he
hears occasionally from Major Hickman, and
at Christmas received a letter from Colonel
Pearson, who is in his eightysecond year. He
hopes to go and stay with Major Elderton in
June.
Majors Rawlings and Ravenhill are home on
leave from Port Said and Athens respectively.

Enfield. He had no invitation, but as sixteen
other Chelsea Pensioners had gone, he went the
15 miles on his own.
His wife was born in the cottage opposite in
1859 and the public house was the first one in
which he had taken a glass of beer.
He is one of the few surviving exsoldiers who
took part in the Zulu War.
We regret to record the deaths of the
following:—
Mr. Charles H. L. Darby, on February J Oth,
at 22 King Street, Heme Bay. He served with
the 1/4th Battalion and went with it to India in
1914.
Mr. C. Wildish on February 21st, aged 80
years. He served with the 2nd Battalion in the
South African War and was in possession of the
Queen's and King's Medals with Clasps.
16748 exSergeant Frederick Smith, on March
8th. He became a Life Member of the Associ
ation in February, 1929 and was a member of
the Ashford Branch.
18869 exSergeant Robert Henry Gittins,
M.M., late 2nd Battalion, after a very short
and sudden illness, on March 7th.

Births, Marriages, Deaths
BIRTH

Ransley.—On January 30th at the St. Helena
Hospital, Shorncliffe, to Maisie (nee Philpott),
wife of Captain E. J. Ransley, a brother for
Roy (Terence John).
DEATH

We congratulate Capt. A. D. Mcl. Hilton on
being awarded the Efficiency Decoration and
1st Clasp.
Mr. W. Trinder (exC.Q.M.S.) is living at
Woodburn Green, near High Wycombe. He
served in the 8th Battalion, the 9th Medium
Regiment, R.A., and was later seconded to the
2nd Battalion, Sierra Leone Regiment.
Mr. A. C. Pascall, who joined the 8th Battalion
The Buffs in 1914, has recently undergone an
operation at the Kent and Canterbury Hospital,
We are glad to learn that he is getting on well.
InPensioner £. W. Kerslake, aged 93 years,
took a journey recently to the unveiling of a new
sign at the "Old Sergeant" public house at

Baird.—On February 22nd, 1950, at Sandown
Road, Sandwich, Kent, Henry Hume Chis
hom Baird, D.s.o., late The Buffs, younger
son of the late Alexander Baird, Wickham
breaux, and husband of Margot Baird.

Obituary
Capt. Henry Hume Chisholm Baird, D.S.O.
b. 13th April, 1878 ; d. 22nd February, 1950
for some time past his health
ALTHOUGH
had been very poor and one felt that life

was becoming a burden—his hearing had
latterly deteriorated and the slightest exertion
necessitated a pause to recover breath, never
theless the passing of Harry Baird came as a
great shock to his innumerable friends. He
seemed to have within him an imperishable
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spark of vitality that might triumph over all
his infirmities; he had ready sympathy for
anyone in trouble, and a sense of humour that
never failed; but above all perhaps, although
that never obtruded itself, was his absolute
rectitude.
Having played cricket and football for
Cheltenham and Sandhurst, he joined the
Buffs in September, 1897 in Ireland. On the
outbreak of the South African War in 1899 he
was appointed Signalling Officer to General
Charles Knox, who commanded the 13th
Brigade of the 6th Division (General Kelly
Kenny) in which was the 2nd Battalion the
Buffs ; and he was present at all the engage
ments in which the 13th Brigade took part.
Promoted captain in February, 1901, he was
Mentioned in Despatches in the London
Gazette of 10th September, 1901, having
received the D.S.O. in 1900. He was at Dover
with the 2nd Battalion after the South African
War and whilst there played a lot of cricket.
He had a very high batting average for St.
Lawrence but he was, by the County authorities,
more highly thought of as a bowler, and there is
little doubt that if he had remained in Kent
he would have played for the County ; as it was,
the highwatermark of his cricketing career
was to tour in the Argentine with the M.C.C.
side captained by Lord Hawke.
In 1905 he married Margot, daughter of the
late John Kerr, and took a Volunteer adjutancy
at Kingston in Surrey, where he remained until
he rejoined the 2nd Battalion at Harrismith
and shortly afterwards sailed with it to Hong
Kong in 1908. Life in HongKong brought out
to the full Harry Baud's capacity for establish
ing friendships as well as for organizing and the
tours which he arranged to the Phillipines, to
Shanghai and to Japan for polo, cricket and
tennis were overwhelming evidence of this
capacity. After HongKong the battalion went
to Singapore at the end of 1910, but Baird had
in the meantime gone for a tour of duty at the
Depot. Whilst at Canterbury his talent as an
amateur actor was enlisted by the Old Stagers
and he was elected a Brother. He had, of course,
for some years been a member of the Band of
Brothers as well as I Zingari, Free Foresters
and M.C.C. From the Depot he went as an
instructor to Sandhurst and retired in 1913.
He rejoined in August, 1914 but having very
soon afterwards lost his leg was placed on the
retired list in July, 1915. Later began what
might be regarded as the most important phase
of his career, when he took up the cudgels on
behalf of disabled Service men, edited The
Ex+Sefvice. Mfcn arid was constantly called into

discussions with the Minister of Pensions and
the Secretary of State for War and his advice
sought before new regulations were decided.
After the 191418 War he played a great part
in forming the Past and Present Association
as it exists today and The Buffs Golfing Society,
and he was for some time Editor of The Dragon,
when that paper (if it may be said without
prejudice) reached a peak of excellence which
has never, before or since, been attained.
Then came the period of more than ten years
when he was Secretary of Prince's Golf Club
until he retired in 1938. Here, despite the
unsatisfactory constitution of Prince's, happy
years were spent; the course was much im
proved ; membership increased, and innumer
able friendships made—that never failing
faculty of friendship.
Looking back now—it was not noticeable
as the time passed; there was that seemingly
imperishable spark of vitality; but looking
back now, one is conscious that, in fact, a
diminuendo began to take place after his retire
ment from Prince's and eventually and in
evitably at the latter end came complete silence
—on this side at any rate. On the other side
who knows what trumpets may have sounded.
Veteri frondescit honore

Harry Baird
A Personal Memory
Y first encounter with Harry Baird was
when I nervously faced him on the Saint
Lawrence Cricket Ground at Canterbury in
1911. The occasion was my debut for the School
XI and I was No. 11 in the batting order, a
position which I never yielded up to anyone
during my schooldays.
I took guard as a matter of form and then
Harry ran easily up to the bowling crease and
completed my innings with a ball that I did riot
see and which laid my leg stump flat. This
victim meant little to the bowler who was wont
to attack and defeat batsmen. I remember
thinking as I walked back to the Pavilion that
I had at least fallen to a bowler of class.
After an interval of some years I found my
self posted to the Regimental Depot, where
I met Harry Baird once more. By now his
serious cricketing days were oyer, for he had
lost a leg through an illness which dogged, but
never defeated him, for the rest of his days.
At this time he was editing a paper which he had
founded in the interests of exSeryicemen and

M
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writing on the same subject for the Morning
Post. Like everything else which he undertook,
he devoted himself without stint to the work,
lighting Ministers of Pensions and other
officials with unquenchable courage and
pertinacity.
i
He was living near Canterbury and I was
able to get to knoty him really well. Later, when
he became a very active Editor of The Dragon,
he encouraged fli£ tq begin contributing to it.
For the next thirty years I was fortunate to see
him at frequent intervals and came to appreciate
his'friendship very highly. In this I was not
singular for he had countless friends, in and
out of the Regiment and in all walks of life.
He was a man of pronounced and firmly held
opinions but personally modest to the point of
diffidence. He used to recall his days as an
Instructor at The R.M.C. Sandhurst with
humorous and entirely unaffected selTdepreci
ation. He would assert that he was :totally
unqualified to instruct cadets or anyone else
and I think he was honestly unaware how much
many of his pupils gained from contact with
his vivid and charming personality. "Tactics"
was, I believe, his subject and he averred that
no one could have known less about it than he
did. From some experience of Sandhurst
Tactics as studied in the days up to 1914, I do
not think his ignorance, if it was as abysmal as
he claimed it to have been, made much differ
ence to the young officers who later, with the
whole British Army, learned much of their
trade when face to face with the Boche in France
and Flanders. There were other very valuable
things to be got from such a man as Harry
Baird, as no doubt eminent soldiers like General
Sir Brian Horrocks, one of his old Sandhurst
pupils, would testify. On a memorable night
at the old Depot in the recent war, Sir Brian
and Harry were fellowguests of the Mess and
their meeting, after a lapse of many years, was a
very happy one.
Harry Baird was seemingly a man endowed
by Fate with generous gifts ; exceptional good
looks, an engaging personality, high courage
and athletic as well as professional skill: As
a subaltern in the South African War he gained
the D.S.O. and all seemed set for a successful
military career. Ten years or so later Fate dealt
him the grievous blow of perpetual illhealth,
shattering his career and clouding his life. He
faced it with remarkable fortitude and kept
himself alive by sheer determination aided, in
all adversity, by the comparable courage of a
devoted wife to whom the sympathy of all his
friends goes out.

I saw him last a few months ago at His home
at Sandwich. He was obviously a very tired
man and I could see that the sands were fast
running out. But as he talked to me there were
flashes of his old charm and humour and the
bright light of courage shone out from his calm
and steady eyes.
Henley's memorable words on his own ipis
fortunes would serve as a fitting epitaph, for
Harry Baird:
.
"In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud,
Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody but unbow'd."
S.M.

The Late Captain L. V. Carter, M.B.E.,
Reg. No. 4933
U CARTER, as I prefer to call him, was
the fourth son of the late R.S.M. (Billy)
Carter, and his death follows closely upon
the passing of his other brothers, Ernie and
Edgar. He died at Romford, Essex, at the age
of 70 years, following a long period of illhealth.
Lu was born in The Buffs at Canterbury on
the 16th February, 1880 and reared like the
remainder of his family in The Buffs. His boy
hood ambition was to be an Army School
master and we find him at the early age of 15
years teaching in the Regimental School both
in Athlone and Kilkenny. Three days before
he reached the age of 16 years he was enlisted
into The Buffs and posted to the Drums to
soldier with his elder brothers. He immediately
sat for, and obtained, his First Class Educational
Certificate—a rare Certificate those days—and
thus, to the envy of the other boys in the
Regiment, was exempt school. Lu fired his
recruits' course of musketry at Duncannon, and
the writer can visualise him leaning over the
parapet of the Fort waving goodbye to his
parents as they sailed by after 40 years with
the Regiment, on their way to England.
He came to Brighton with the 2nd Battalion
in 1898 and in 1899 transferred to the then
Army Pay Corps and served in Malta, South
Africa and other Stations overseas. On his
return home—he had obtained the rank of
Staff Sergeant—Lu served at the War Office a
number of years and the outbreak of war in
1914 saw him posted to Rouen and for his work
throughout the war he was Mentioned in
Despatches on more than one occasion. On
return to England he became Staff Regimental
SergeaptMajor and ^ on retirement was the
senior Warrant Officer in the Pay Corps.

L
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At the outbreak of the 1939 War he rejoined
and served on the South Coast as Paymaster
with the rank of Captain and for which services
he was ayrarded the M.B.E.
Lu leaves a Widow and three children to
mourn his loss, and our sympathy goes out to
them. Also to the members of his own family
who have mourned the loss of three brothers in
eighteen months (two in the last six months).
Lu Carter was unlike his six other brothers in
that he never—except for a game of billiards
in the recreation room—went in for sport—he
was all study; nevertheless, he was a really
fine Buff and in boyhood days was the pal of
the writer of this tribute, a friendship that had
lasted 54 years.
The funeral took place at Manor Park
Cemetery on February 14th last; there were no
flowers by request.
J.E.E.

1919. Whilst with the 8th Battalion he attained
the rank of R.Q.M.S. During his Regular Army
service he did' not specialise in any one particular
sport but nevertheless was a good all round
sportsman—he played Soccer) Rugby, Cricket
and Hockeyand at all timesrwas a clean and good
soldier. I found him a really good Buff:, loyal
and kindhearted, quiet and unassuming. In
civil life before his retirement he was in the
Corps of Commissionaires, He was a member
of the London Branch and was laid to rest in
the family grave in StreatHam Cemetery on the
21st February last. The passing of Bob wqs a
happy release from a long period of pain and
suffering. Our deep sympathy goes out to his
widow and family.
J.E.E.

Mrs. F. E. G. Bright
By the death of Mrs. Francis Eva Cary Bright,
of Upper Ridgeways, Sherborne, Dorset has lost
one who gave outstanding service to the county
in connextion with music and the welfare of
families of members of H.M. Forces.
Mrs. Bright was the daughter of tlie late
Colonel H. G. Cary Batten and widow* of Lt.
Col. Richard Bright, who died in 1938. She came
to Sherborne in the early days of the war after
her home, Prince's Place, Ryme Intrinsica,
had been given up to use as a war nursery, and
at once took up work as hon. secretary of
Sherborne Division of the Soldiers', Sailors' and
Airmen's Familes' Association. For this she
was infinitely suitable by reason of her keen
interest in Service people, her kindly sympathy
and her wealth of tact and understanding. She
also served on the Services Committee of
Sherborne British Legion.
Music in Dorset owes a great debt to Mrs.
Bright, who was herself an accomplished player
of the violin and viola.

retary will be glad to receive
Entry
Forms
completed
whether the member is taking
part in the Meeting or not, so
that he can complete the
7
questionnaire.
All Members will be welcome
at dinner at the Bell Hotel on
Saturday, 1st April. Those so
intending, please warn in to
the Hon. Secretary.
Change of address: Major
D. Montgomery, Woolmer
View, Grayshott, Hants.

Reg. No. 4446 Sergeant Robert Wackrill
We regret to record the death of another of
the old brigade in the passing of the above
named, or as we affectionately knew him by his
nickname of "Bob". He enlisted on the 3rd
January, 1894 when the 2nd Battalion was
stationed in Ireland and eventually served with
the 1st Battalion, being discharged with the
rank of Sergeant on the 3rd October, 1912.
Bob reenlisted oil the 17th October, 1914 and
served in France with the 8th (S) Battalion,
being dischalrged to civil life dti the 3rd;Mafdh,

Buffs Golfing Society

PRING Meeting, April 1st
Sand
2nd. The Hon. Sec

Captain H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O.
Many people will mourn the loss of Harry
Baird, but in him the Society has lost, if not
its founder, certainly its mainstay and in
spiration over many years.
He may be said to have been the embodiment
of the Society. His enthusiasm, personality and
charm, gave the lead «and impetus that made it
the success that it achieved, and when he could
no longer conduct its affairs he continued to
watch over its destinies and follow its fortunes
with the greatest interest.
I think that the word "lead" sums up the
many facets of his character. He was a born
leader, perhaps because, behind his charm and
bonhommie there lay a personality of great
ability and drive.
He was perhaps at his best |when among
his: fellow members at the Annqal General
Meetings of thA Society, held at the conclusion^
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of the annrial dinner. Always at the top of. his
form, he would keep the whole company in a
roar of laughter from the moment he rose to
make his speech.
He always insisted that the chief value of
the Society was this getting together of the
members under one roof for the evening and
having a jolly party. I think he was right, and
that the small extra expense of that one evening
was worth a hundred other economies that might
have to be made to! achieve it.
And that will, I hope, be the attitude of all
members in the future so that the Society will
continue to flourish as he would have wished
and for which he did so much.

_______

I.e.

Memorial Tablet, Boxley Church
In memory of
Charles Cornwallis Ross
Capt. 3rd Regt. (The Bufls). Born, April 5th 1827.
Eldest son of CHARLES Ross, ESQRE., and his
wife MARY, daughter of CHARLES, 2nd and
last Marquis CORNWALLIS.
On the night of the 31st of August 1855
he was posting his sentries
in advance of the trenches before SEBASTOPOL.
Whilst employed in this dangerous duty,
a RUSSIAN picket lying in ambush
suddenly fired a volley.
He is supposed to have been mortally wounded
and carried off by the enemy,
but all efforts to ascertain his fate
have proved unavailing.
He fell at the early age of 28
lamented, not only by his family
but by the Officers and men of his Regiment
amongst whom he will be long remembered
as a brave soldier
distinguished alike for his high courage
his unfailing devotion to his duty
and his unceasing care for the welfare of his men.
His own words, when proceeding to his last
fatal duty, will be his best praise :
"I am always ready to go wherever my duty
calls me."
(A text follows, and the Regimental crest
is at the bottom of the tablet.)

Communications
QN the occasion of the birthday on March 11th of
the ColbnelinChief, the following telegrams were
sent and received. 
"All ranks The Buffs with humble duty send birthday
greetings to their ColonelinChief His Majesty King
Frederik.
,
^

COLONEL THE BUFFS."

"Many thanksto all for kind wishes.

FREDERIC HI'

Future Events
April, 1st and 2nd. The Buffs Golfing
Society Spring Meeting, Royal St.
George's.
April 30th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Queen's Owh R.W.K. Regiment G.S.,
Littlestone.
May 20th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Woodpeckers G.S., New Zealand.
May 13th. London Branch 23rd Annivers
ary Dinner and Ball, Bridge House
Restaurant, London Bridge. Dress op
tional. Details and Tickets (12/6) from
Mr. R. J. Collins, 82 Gay Gardens,
Dagenham, Essex.
June 7th. Dragon Club Dinner and Tea
Party, Claridges.
August 5th to 11th. Canterbury Cricket
Week.
August 13th. Remembrance Sunday.
September 23rd. London Branch Ladiesf
Guild Dinner. Carr's Restaurant*
October 7th. 6th Battalion (191418)
Annual Dinner. Price of ticket 10/.
Application should be made to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton,
London, S.E.7. Those residing in the
Kent country areas who wish to avail
themselves of travel by coach, to get in
touch with Mr. W. Jeffrey, M.C., 14
Victoria Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
CRICKET FIXTURES
Regimental Week, Depot, Canterbury
June 27. R.N. Depot, Chatham.
28. Royal Fusiliers.
29. King's School (Masters and
Boys).
30. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
July
1. Band of Brothers.
Away Matches
June 16. Royal Fusiliers.
July 5 & 6. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
Anyone wishing to play should, notify
O.C. Depot The Buffs, stating preferences.
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Round and About
By The Tramp
Back to London
1\/1Y sojourn in the
'pleasant country
side has perforce ended
and at long last I have
found a dwelling of
sorts within twenty
minutes of Victoria. To
leave the borders of
Kent and Sussex at
this time of year was
most distasteful but the
devil of necessity drove.
Many people in these
days have shared our
experience of house
hunting and a record of
them would be wearisome to most readers of
these notes. The search was not devoid of
incidents which compensated for the countless
interviews with superior houseagents and the
fruitless trapseings about the country. Some of
these incidents I have noted and stored for
future use, especially one which came at the
end of a particularly unrewarding day in and
around London. Suffice it to say that the
property in question—not without merits but
far more than I could afford—had been owned
until lately by an official whose grim duty it
had been to order the ropes and arrange for the
drops to be used in executions of convicted
criminals. The average citizen is blissfully un
aware that these matters have to be supervised
by someone and we all tend to take for granted
the dirty work that is done on our behalf.
I might add that this house was pleasantly
furnished and of cheerful aspect with an un
usually attractive garden. But, then, why
not ? One should not expect to find in these
circumstances a pocket Pentonville. Anyhow,
it was beyond my limited means and the matter
was decided for me. A flippant friend, when
I told him about it, asked if the house was called
"Chez Noose".

An Old Soldier
Very soon after moving into this house in a
sedate suburb, I met a "character". Answering
a knock at the door I was confronted by a tough
but smiling face surmounting a burly body.
The owner announced that he was the window
cleaner for this immediate neighbourhood and
asked if he might serve me. I assented and in
due course he appeared with his equipment ;
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a small handcart, a bucket of water, some rags
and two ladders. He was well worth the sum
he charged for removing the grime and the paint
spots from my windows. I very soon learned
most of his lifestory which he told with immense
gusto. It began in a caravan in Bedfordshire
some sixtyeight years ago for he was of Gipsy
origin. After working as a child with travelling
shows he decided to enlist as a boy in the
Army and, being used to horses, chose the
cavalry. His first posting was to an Infantry
Depot but that wasn't what he wanted. There
were no horses, sohe jumped over the wall and
set off to find some. He was soon caught and
brought before the C.O., who heard his reason for
departing so abruptly and arranged that he
should be sent to a Cavalry depot. So he
became a Hussar and at the age of 12| found
himself in South Africa, where the Boer War
had begun. He was trumpeter to General
Lyttleton for some time and had won the
King's and Queen's Medals while still in "boy
service". After this came India and in 1905
he was an enlisted man. He looked to me like
a one who was not unacquainted with boxing
and, when I asked him, he told me that he had
been middleweight champion of the Army in
India and had boxed with, among others, the
famous Bombadier Billy Wells. He rose
eventually to the rank of Squadron Sergeant
Major and retired after 29 years and 138 days'
service. He had served in France and Flanders
in the first German War and under Townshend
at Kut where he escaped from the beleaguered
garrison and found his way to the Base. His
knowledge of India is exceeded only by the
fluency of his Hindustani, which is very much
the "slinging the bat" sort. I find him highly
entertaining and of a type which is fast dying
out. He is unusually fit for a man of his years
and claims to be a lifelong abstainer from the
comforts of alcohol. He does, however, smoke
pretty consistently. I look forward to his
visits and, were I a novelist, I would find the
most valuable copy in his reminiscences. His
business of windowcleaning is but one of his
many activities. He deals in firewood and
makes artificial flowers which he sells to hotels.
A manysided man with an immense zest for
life.

Violence
The disturbing number of cases of violent
crime has led to doubts regarding the action
taken by our elected representatives in the
last Parliament. The wave of humanitarianism
which overcame our legislators' when considering
the type of punishment to be meted out to
bullies appears to be having its effect. The best
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comment on it which has come my way is that
there is rather too much "bind over" and not
enough "bendover". The cosh must be dis
couraged in some way without hurting the
feelings of the sentimentalists.

Past and Present Association
Life Members
FEBRUARY 1ST—FEBRUARY 28TH, 1950

London Branch.—Cornwall, J. H.
Weald Branch.—Betts, A. H.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Warner, W. J., Stafford, R.

Annual Members
FEBRUARY 1ST—28TH, 1950

Memorial Service
AT the memorial service held at the Guards'
**Chapel, Wellington Barracks, on 6th March
for Brigadier M. D. Erskine, C.B.E., D.S.O., late
of the Scots Guards, officially presumed lost
whilst flying over the Malayan jungle last
October, the Colonel of the Regiment was
represented by Colonel C. R. B. Knight.
It was the good fortune of the 1st Battalion
to serve under Brigadier Erskine in the 18th
Infantry Brigade throughout 1944, at Anzio
and in the operations which resulted in The
Buffs being the first Allied troops to enter
Florence, as well as in the fierce fighting in the
Gothic Line in September of that year. In
April, 1945, when the 1st Battalion formed part
of the 24th Guards Brigade in the battle for the
Argenta Gap, Malcolm Erskine was again their
Brigadier.
Beloved by all who served with him, the
untimely death of this brilliant officer is a sad
blow not only to his many friends in the
Regiment, but also to the Army as a whole.

H.Q. Roll.—Trinder, W.
London Branch.—Woodman, L.
Hythe Branch.—Fynmore, P. J., Lieut.
Canterbury Branch.—Birchett, E., Alexander, W. H.,
Captain, Lees, H. D., Lieut., Thorne, P. A., Capt.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Honey, E.
Ramsgate Branch.—Hitch, H. H.
Faversham Branch.—Lewis, W. G. G.

Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund during the month of
February, 1950, are :—
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund

£ 8. d.

...
.

31 5 11
90 14 4

Benevolent Fund
DONATIONS

Lieut.Colonel H. R. Thomas

£10

K4R. J. C. NISBET has presented a silver
* * plaque which was formerly attached to
the mounted head of a fox which was killed by
the abovenamed pack of hounds. The plaque
bears the following inscription :—
TIGRIS VALE FOXHOUNDS
Master : Colonel J. Body, D.S.O., The Buffs.

Members : Captain Filmer, The Buffs.
,,
Clarke, Norfolk Regiment.
,,
Woolrich, R.A.M.C.
,,
Daniels, Norfolk Regiment.
,,
Turner, The Buffs.
,,
Liddle, F. A., The Buffs.
Lieut. Macdonald, Norfolk Regiment.
,, Sacre, Norfolk Regiment.
Bowden, The Buffs.
Scarr. The Buffs.

0

Postal Shoot, February
Total

Branch

Tigris Vale Foxhounds

0

1. Dover

96

95

92

92

89

87

551

2. Hythe

95

90

89

85

78

75

512

3. Ramsgate

91

82

81

79

74

72

479

4. Margate

93

78

76

67

60

58

432

5. Sittingbourne

83

82

79

70

53

58

425

6. Sandwich

60

56

51

48

33

28

276

Ashford Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
March 8th, at 3 p.m. The Chairman (Mrs. King)
presided over a wellattended meeting.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
signed. All members welcomed Mrs. Beeching,
who had just recovered from a recent illness.
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Mrs. Lamb of North Wales had kindly sent
along handkerchiefs and a handmade tea cosy
for a draw. Tickets were quickly sold, and
after the draw the tea cosy was again handed
back and resold. All members greatly appreci
ated the kind thought.
It was agreed there should be no meeting in
April, but preparations should begin for a Sale
of Work to be held in June.
Mrs. Hogwood entertained the members by
arranging two novel guessing competitions,
both of which were won by Mrs. Jones. After
the competition all the articles were sold.
The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m.
London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
on Saturday, 18th February at the Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I, with
Mr. E. W. Tong in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us Vice
Presidents Colonel C. E. Vaughan and Captain
G. J. Emery ; Major Duffy, Lieut. Tony Mason,
G. W. Clayton, "Cabby" Saunders and other
familiar faces. Our President, Major J. E.
Enright, and Mr. W. H. Beall were absent
through sickness and 'phoned apologies for
nonattendance.
SILENCE.—The Chairman asked members to
stand in silence for one minute to the memory
of Captain L. V. Carter and R. Wackrill, who
had recently passed away.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting
were read and confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The
Secretary
an
nounced the time and place of burial of the late
R. Wackrill. The Chairman read a letter from
Captain A. E. Brittain which contained sug
gestions for the improvement of entertainments
at monthly meetings. Mr. E. Watts and Mr. F.
Haslitt offered to help with anything which
might be done.
ANNUAL DINNER.—Mr. Collins announced
the time and place of the dinner and dance and
stated the dinner committee had decided to
engage the Grenadier Guards dance band for
the evening.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 Is.
LADIES' GUILD DINNER.—The Chairman
announced the Ladies' Guild Annual Dinner
to be held on the 23rd September at the Windsor
Castle, Victoria.
MEMBERS PRESENT FOR FIRST TIME.—Cpl.
Miller, 1/4th and 2nd Battalions; S. Heath,
1 /4th Battalion ; and L/Cpl. Egjgleton, 1st

Battalion, were present for the first time and
were welcomed into the Branch by the Chair
man.
There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
HERE AND THERE

We regret to announce that Colonel Guy Lee,
Major J. E. Enright, Captain G. Johnson, W.
Stanger and A. W. Veale have been ill for some
time and hope they will soon be well and about
again.
Major Duffy will represent the 141st R.A.C.
on the London Branch Committee.
S. Heath, Ramsgate Branch and Cpl. Miller,
Folkestone Branch, both of the 1/4th Battalion
which sailed to India on the Dongola on the
29th October, 1914, met for the first time at the
last meeting and had a lot to talk about. They
hope to meet George Dillistone at the Prince
Alfred at the next meeting.
We have missed Albert Cole and E. C. Wills
lately and hope all is well with them.
Best wishes to all branches.
E.C.W.G.
LADIES' GUILD

There was a record meeting of the Guild on
Saturday, March 4th at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, with
Mrs. D. E. Spinner in the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Minutes for the month of
February were read and signed.
WELCOME.—The Chairman welcomed two
new members—Mrs. Norris and Mrs. Jenkins.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from the Hon. Lady LyndenBell, Mrs. Guy
Lee, Mrs. and Miss Lamb, and Mrs. Cadlip
and her daughter "Buff".
REGRETS.—Regretting inability to attend
were Mrs. Enright, Mrs. Stone, Mrs. King and
Mrs. Billings, who sent good wishes to all
members.
SICK.—It was with regret the Chairman
announced the accident to Mrs. Cudlip and that
Colonel Guy Lee was in hospital. We do wish
them a speedy return to health.
RETURN OF THANKS.—Mrs. Spinner on behalf
of Mrs. Enright and herself thanked the
members for their kind letters of sympathy in
their recent bereavement, the death of their
brother Lu.
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LONDON BRANCH DINNER.—Members were
again reminded of the London Branch Dinner
on 13th May and to book in with Mr. Collins.
LADIES' GUILD DINNER.—The Ladies' Guild
Dinner will take place on September 23rd at
Carrs Restaurant, Victoria. Tickets 12/6.
RAFFLES.—Our very grateful thanks to Nurse
Evans, Mrs. Harris and Mrs. Taylor for kindly
giving raffles which realise £2 6s. 5d.
D.E.S.

Dover Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Eagle
Hotel, London Road, on Thursday, 2nd March,
at 7.30 p.m. Major J. C. Jackson in the Chair.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read
and confirmed. Correspondence was read and
debated upon.
We were very pleased to have with us Lieut.
Colone. J. Sherwood, who was looking very fit.
No. 6285393 Mr. W. A. Wickens was intro
duced to the Chairman, who welcomed him to
the meeting and hoped he would visit us when
ever he could. He would always be welcome.
It was with regret that Canterbury Branch
could not be with us as arranged, but we
sincerely hope they will come in the near future.
As we had several of the Ladies' Guild present
for the Social, it was arranged for the ladies
to play for the Dart Cup. Eleven ladies com
peting : Mesdames Mills, Saunders, Smith,
Ashby, White, Willard, Welling, Smallwood,
Fowell, Rogers and Mrs. Stewart.
The Cup was won by Mrs. J. W. White.
A team of six ladies then challenged six men
to a game of darts, which caused plenty of
laughter. The teams were : Mesdames Mills,
Saunders, Powell, Stewart, Rogers and Small
wood. The men were Messrs. Barker, Steel,
Carter, Wickers, Major Hart and Major Jackson.
The men had to play lefthanded and start with
a double, needless to say, the ladies won. The
match caused plenty of amusement and was
enjoyed by all.
Eats were supplied by our worthy Secretary.
Mrs. Hunter again entertained us with her
playing and songs. She can certainly play the
piano.
The prize for the raffle of a pair of nylons
was presented by Mr. J. W. White, our Vice
Chairman, for which we say thank you again.
The Dart Match, between Dover and Folke
stone Branches was played off on Friday, 24th
February. Folkestone won two games to one.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting on February 24th was
wellattended. Mrs. King Holt (Chairman)
presided.
Business was carried out, after which Mrs.
Holt welcomed some members of Sittingbourne
Branch. Mrs. Valpy acted as M.C., and the
prizes were presented by Mrs. Ravensdale,
Hon. Secretary Sittingbourne Branch, some of
our visitors winning prizes. Tea was served
by the Committee.
Mrs. Ravensdale thanked the Medway Branch
for a very pleasant afternoon and hoped they
would visit the Sittingbourne Branch in the near
future.
M.S.
Sittingbourne Branch
The Annual General Meeting was held at the
Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, 13th January, 1950. There was a very
good attendance, 45 members being present.
The Chairman wished all members a happy New
Year, sentiments which were heartily
reciprocated.
Colonel D. J. Dean was elected Chairman
once again and heartily thanked for all the work
he has done for the branch. Major J. E. Wills
and Lieut.Colonel G. E. Stevens were re
elected ViceChairman and Hon. Treasurer
respectively and were thanked for their services
in the past. Mr. H. Martin was reelected Hon.
Secretary and thanked for his services in that
capacity during the past year.
The Hon. Treasurer presented the accounts
for the past year, explaining each item
individually. The accounts showed that the
finances of the branch were in a healthy con
dition, and the Hon. Treasurer was warmly
thanked for the way in which he had presented
the financial picture.
The following members were elected to the
Committee:—Messrs. W. Whiskin, J. Frost,
J. Ravensdale, F. Page, J. Mackaygow, E.
Croucher, C. Nairne, E. Honey, Jock Herbert,
E. Spice, W. Mount and W. Sinclair.
Following the conclusion of the Annual
General Meeting, the monthly meeting was held.
The chief topic was a proposal to have a
Dinner and a Concert. It was finally left to the
Committee to make the necessary arrange
ments and it was agreed that ladies should be
invited, also all Buffs, even though not members
of the Past and Present Association.
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Before the meeting closed, the Chairman
thanked all those who had worked so hard to
ensure the success of the Children's Christmas
Party—Members of the Branch, Members of
the Ladies' Guild and the employees of Messrs.
Wills & Packham, Ltd., who had provided the
Christmas tree and decorations.
The Chairman said that the newlyformed
branch of the Ladies' Guild was making very
good progress and already had about 25
members.
Mr. Sinclair was thanked for all the work
which he had done in ensuring such a good
attendance at the meeting.
The Booby Prize presented by Mr. Page was
won by Mr. Croucher, realising £1 2s., and the
meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
FEBRUARY NOTES

The monthly meeting was held at the Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday,
10th February, 1950. Major J. E. Wills was in
the Chair, Colonel D. J. Dean being unable to
he present as he was away.
The Dinner and Concert was discussed
and it was reported that the function would
be held at the Masonic Hall, Albany Road,
Sittingbourne, on Saturday, 1st April, 1950,
at 7.30 p.m.
Mr. Sinclair kindly undertook to make the
arrangements regarding the InterBranch Shoot.
The Booby Prize, given by Mr. Croucher, was
won by Mr. E. Spice.
Following the meeting, games were played,
darts of course being the favourite. The
Children's Box did very well—many good darts
players having to pay !

Ramsgate Branch
These interdart matches, also the Branch
Shoot, are getting the faithful few to attend
and meet more often, but where are the Pro
posers and Seconders ? If these events are to
be successful they must have the support of all
members.
Talking about the Shoot, after Ted Stead's
gigantic performance—10 shots in the "air"—
one of the members suggested that Ted should
fix his bayonet and charge the target and make
a glorious finish. I put Ted's bad form down to
the fact that he had his eye on his brown ale
instead of the target!
C.S.M. Turmaine makes us very welcome at
the Drill Hall. Ben Hogben and Fred are bid
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China's and, they swop old tales—that is, of
course, when their ladies are not in attendance.
Hovf is Captain "Dinkie" Whitfield ? If these
notes catch his eye, Ramsgate send their best
wishes to him.
Now for the meeting notes :—
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, was held at
the "Freemasons' Tavern", High Street, Ramsgate, on
Friday, 17th February, 1950, when the Chairman, Mr.
C. F. Fakley, was supported by Major N. G. H. Taylor,
Captain K. F. Speakman, Captain R. Morgan, Messrs.
E. H. Swendell, J. Hogben and B. E. Knott (Hon.
Secretary).
The Chairman expressed his pleasure at the wonderful
support given him in his past year of office and he
looked forward to continued support and prosperity for
1950. Mr. Fakley extended a special welcome to Major
N. Taylor, O.C., "A" Company, 4/5th Buffs, and
requested the Major to extend an invitation to the
members of his company to join the Ramsgate Branch.
Now that the Regiment like other Infantry had been
cut down to two battalions it was necessary for their
existence and to maintain the Association, to enrol the
serving soldier and also the territorials. Mr. Fakley was
confident that he could depend on Major Taylor'ssupport
by placing the advantages and facilities of the Association
to these young soldiers.
Owing to the unfortunate illness of his son Major
A. J. H. Taylor, President, apologised for not being
able to attend the meeting. The Secretary was instructed
to write and convey to the Major the sympathy of the
Branch, also to wish his son speedy recovery. Other
letters of apology were read from Messrs. H. Sheppard,
F. Hammon, S. Bing, R. Taverner, W. Groombridge,
E. Moody and J. Johnson.
Interesting reports of the Branch shoot and the dart
competition were given by their captains, Messrs. J.
Hogben and H. Pearce. Mr. Hogben stated that the
final monthly shoot for the competition would be held
on the last Friday in February. Mr. Pearce gave a brief
account of the dart competition and stated that Sand
wich was playing Ramsgate in the second round on
Tuesday, this match being at the "Freemasons' Tavern".
The Social Committee for the ensuing year was elected
as follows: Mr. J. Hogben (Chairman), Messrs. W.
Costen, R. Atkins, E. Castle, H. Pearce and E. Stead.
Messrs. T. Miller and G. Sampson were elected as
auditors for 1950.
Mr. Knott stated that the Benevolent Fund had done
good work ; many Christmas and grocery parcels had
been distributed to the sick and aged members. These
gifts had been greatly appreciated by the recipients and
he would like to thank the Social Committee for their
assistance.
At the conclusion of the business proceedings refresh
ments were served by Buff Host Dick Atkins and the
remainder of the evening was spent in reviving old
comradeships.
Darts team representing the Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association of The Buffs defeated a
Sandwich team in the second round of the InterBranch
Darts Competition last week.
Sandwich were entertained at the Freemasons'
Tavern, headquarters of the Ramsgate Branch, and
although the visitors began in good style by winning the
opening leg, Ramsgate players went  on to. win the
second and third legs.
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Ramsgate team consisted of Messrs. H. Pearce
(Captain), K. Todd, J. Blake, W. Costin, H. Setterfield
and E. Stead.
Sandwich players were Messrs. A. Douglas (Captain),
Pidduck, Histed, Thirst, Hart and Olver.
B.E.K.

Margate Branch
The March branch meeting was held at the
Drill Hall, Hawley Square, on Wednesday the
1st, with Mr. R. H. Harman in the Chair,
supported by the Branch Hon. Secretary, Hon.
Treasurer and several members of the Com
mittee.
Attendance was regrettably small, which was
a pity, for a most interesting session obtained, a
lot of business being transacted.
A design was approved for a plaque to be
placed in the Clubroom, which should acknow
ledge a gift from the "Welcome Home" Fund
subscribed to by the citizens of Margate,
originally for the purpose of making a present
ation to each member of the Forces, who
belonged to the Borough and returned from
service. Difficulties arising, a gift from the Fund
was made to each of the local ExServicemen's
organisations for the purpose of providing
amenities to be enjoyed by their members.
Suggestions for the wording to be employed
were asked for by the Chairman and it was
finally agreed that the Secretary provide
alternative wordings for approval.
It was decided that, from the above
mentioned fund, two new rifles be purchased
for future shooting matches, one which had been
brought for approval by members being bought.
Mr. Jarman kindly offered to endeavour to
obtain a second one. The two rifles owned by
the branch at present are both very ancient
and unserviceable and it is estimated that the
cost of having them put in order would be
nearly that of the two rifles being obtained.
The Secretary was instructed to ask both
Canterbury and Sandwich Branches to visit
us in the near future on a date to be agreed by
them, and we look forward to an enjoyable
evening, with a "full house".
Folkestone Branch
On 16th February the first annual dinner
and dance was held, since the war, at the East
Cliff Pavilion. Ninetytwo members and their
friends sat down to dinner and many came later
for the dance. The arrangements were admir
ably carried out, much credit being due to Mr.
Fordred for his hard work.

The Chairman presided, being supported by
Major and Mrs. A. A. West; 2/Lieut. C. T. F.
West and Mr. W. Brunger. The guests were
Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Jones and the Secretary of
the Association.
The Loyal Toast was honoured, and also that
of the ColonelinChief, H.M. The King of
Denmark.
Lieut. West, youngest officer in the Regi
ment, briefly proposed the toast "The
Regiment". He said he would shortly be going
out to Khartoum to join the Regiment there.
Major Peareth, responding, said the Regi
ment, as they knew it, had changed consider
ably. The two regular battalions had
amalgamated and become one, the Depot was
but a small affair which did its best to deal with
regimental matters. There was one Tettirotial
battalion, not very strong in numbers.
"The 1st Battalion has just reached Khar
toum and we hope that it will come home next
year", he continued. The Depot does its best
to run regimental functions, in particular
Remembrance Sunday.
"These changes have their repercussions,
particularly on our Association and regimental
journal, The Dragon.
"We do not get the numbers from the
Regular Army joining the Association that we
did before the war, and the circulation of The
Dragon has decreased considerably. It is hoped
that this may be remedied when the National
Servicemen join the Territorial battalion in
July next, but one does not know how many of
them there will be.
"We must, therefore, search out the many
Buffs who have served with us during the war,
and recruit those who are not members of the
Association. I hope that in Folkestone you wilL
do your best to see that this is done.
"The Association exists for two main reasons ;
one, to foster the spirit of comradeship, the
other to help an exBuff when he is in need.
"There are far too many exBuffs, who apply
for assistance, who are not members of the
Association, and I cannot think that their
circumstances are always so bad that they
cannot afford the small sum required to become
a member."
He wished the branch every success, with an
increase in membership in the coming year,
A toast to the Guests was proposed by Mr. W.
Brunger, sthe response being given to Mr. L. R.
Jones.
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1st Battalion
AS readers will be quick
^to notice—provided that
they get as far—much of this
correspondent's thunder has
of necessity been stolen by
the Company and other
contributors who, after a
peaceful two months with
no responsibilities as far as
this journal is concerned,
have once again come nobly
forward, with pen in hand,
and have recorded—for all
time, their first, and ap
parently favourable, im
pressions of Khartoum and
of El Gebeit. It will be interesting to see
whether such impressions remain or whether
perchance some small rumble of discontent will
not creep insidiously in during, for example, the
"haboob" (or sandstorm) season. Human
nature being what it is, this correspondent feels
that such an occurrence is more than possible—
though it must be admitted in advance that
such a change of heart would inevitably mean a
radical change in senses of both proportion and
humour.
First impressions, at all events of Khartoum,
are undoubtedly most favourable and perhaps
one of the things that has struck many of us,
including this correspondent, more forcibly
than anything is the great kindness and
hospitality shown to us all by the residents.
This is the first occasion, so this correspondent
learns, that the Regiment has ever been
stationed in the Sudan, yet we might have been
old friends, returning after a few years of
absence, to judge by the warmth of our recep
tion and the scale of our entertainment since
our arrival.
It was with the idea of returning, in some
small measure, a little of that hospitality, and
in order also to give the younger members of
the Officers' Mess an opportunity to become
acquainted with some of the local and per
manent inhabitants, that a Cocktail Party was
given halfway through the month. Much to
our disappointment H.E. The Governor
General was unable to be present, but all the
same an enjoyable time—to use a wellworn
cliche—was apparently had by all. As for our
farewell party in Hong Kong, the Colours of
both Battalions and the Latham Centrepiece
were on display under floodlights ; the addition
of coloured lights in the garden and further
floodlighting of. certain trees gave the whole
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affair just that je ne sais quoi that one associates
with St. James' Park on the few occasions when,
those in authority having been smitten by a
twinge of what in these days passes for con
science about the drab dreariness of everyday
life in England, the lights have gone on in
London.
Besides this particular festivity, our activities
during February have ranged from sailing,
hockey, football, cricket and swimming to
visits to the "G.B.", the Sudan Club and the
Race Course and listening to the General
Election score ; taken by and large the number
of people genuinely disappointed by the result
of the latest political setto seems to have been
surprisingly small.
During the month, Lieut. Goss and 2/Lieut.
Douglas have departed, the former for a course
at Hythe and the latter on release from his
National Service duties. We were all hoping
like mad, when we heard that four Officers
were arriving from England early in the month,
that our new Quartermaster, Captain Watts,
would be one of them. But no ! something else
seemed to have gone wrong with the arrange
ments in some mysterious way and so we still
wait. The four turned out to be Major Cundy
Cooper, of the Royal Fusiliers, and Captain
Dent, Lieut. Gatehouse and 2/Lieut. Monck
Mason, all of the Regiment; to them all we
extend a most warm welcome.
Another departure during the month was
Miss Parry, who left in a great hurry on the
same special train that took Lieuts. Goss and
Douglas to Port Sudan ; we look forward to
her return later in the year. Five other arrivals
were Mrs. Grace with two children and Mrs.
Lewis with one, all of whom flew out in the
same aeroplane and holed out here very early
one Sunday morning.
Both the Commanding Officer and the
SecondinCommand have visited El Gebeit,
where Major Gray is commanding the detach
ment, and have reported not unfavourably on
the place. Even if somewhat remote, and
even if the Sudan Railways do not always run
according to their advertised schedules, Gebeit
is at all events cool and will no doubt be
eagerly sought after later in the year.
The Band and Drums, resplendent in their
whites but without, as yet, their white helmets,
are a daily adjunct to the Guard—changing
parade at the Palace every morning while His
Excellency is in residence. And that reminds
this correspondent that, 041 the anniversary of
King Farouk's birthday, which occurred during
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February, the Commanding Officer and certain
other Officers, together with their ladies, were
present at a Garden Party given in the Palace
grounds. It was on the site of the present
Palace that General Gordon was murdered;
in company with Kitchener, he is com
memorated in many ways besides mere statuary.
Towards the end of the month the Second
inCommand and his family had to turn out of
their room in the Grand Hotel for five days to
make way for two of the party of approximately
eighty citizens of the United States who were
seeing the world on the S.S. DollarEarner.
I think this is an error—I'm sure "Caronia" was
the name of this particular vessel.—Editor.)
It seems to this correspondent that, vitally
important as the "greenbacks" may be, that
sort of caper does not make for the right type of
AngloAmerican relations and tends, moreover,
to smack of the illegal. The deed apparently is
done but the nasty taste in the mouth un
doubtedly must remain.
With the exception of one most unpleasant
day of whistling wind and swirling sand—when
we had a minor foretaste of what a "haboob"
is—the days we have so far spent in Khartoum
have been pleasant enough; in addition, the
nights are always cool. No doubt in another
two months or so we shall be humming a
different tune; with our mouths full of sand.

Sergeants' Mess
The final handshakes and farewells, the Pipe Band
of the 1st Battalion, K.O.S.B., is marching up and
down the quayside, giving us a splendid send off, in
come the tugs and ropes are hitched, with a couple of
blasts from her siren the gallant old Lancashire is towed
out to midstream, we are on our way at last. The
day that we had all talked of for the past six months
had arrived, we were leaving Hong Kong, but somehow
as we slowly moved out of the harbour and finally
through Lye Mun Gap, some of us didn't feel quite so
elated as we intended to be ; happy days had been
spent at Stanley, Tsun Wan and Fanling, and we
realised that we were leaving what is probably one of
the best stations left open to a soldier in these days of
austerity. However, we soon settled down to the
routine of life aboard a Troopship (some of us are getting
quite old hands at it now), and in spite of all the stories
of that soandso old tub, we found that the Lancashire
is a grand boat, and the voyage to Port Sudan was very
pleasant.
There is no need for me to describe the Sudan or our
new station. Those of our readers who have been to
Egypt will be able to visualise what it is like, and those
who have never been must have seen the film Desert
Victory: If anyone has any doubts, please report to the
Drill Hall, Wilsons Road, Ramsgate, where they will
be enlightened.

Sport is very prevalent here, and the Battalion has
entered several teams in the local hockey and football
leagues. We haven't had much success at either yet,
in fact at hockey we have suffered some severe defeats,
but it is most gratifying to see that at both games the
Mess is fully represented by young and old alike.
Fishing has become very popular in the Mess, and
every Sunday at an unearthly hour, a party can be
seen loading up a truck with chairs, boxes and bamboo
rods with hideous hooks attached and away they go for
the day. More often than not they do bring something
back to replenish the larder, but, alas ! sometimes we
have to listen to the stories of the ones that got away.
In Hong Kong we had Typhoons and the Admiralty
thought fit to christen each one with a name such as
Rose or Lily ; this is understandable when one thinks
of some members of the fair sex and their temperaments.
Here we have another affliction in the form of terrific
sandstorms ; these are known as "haboobs", and they
couldn't possibly be christened with such beautiful
names as those mentioned above. They are far too
vile, although older members have their own pet name
for them.
"Goolie" Ball has again appeared in our midst, and
in addition to doing the duties of Mess President he is
also C.S.M.cumOffice Boy of "D" Company. He can
be seen daily roaming around muttering something about
range clearance books, no typewriter and A.F.B. 120,
etc. Cheer up, George, 1600 hours is the worst hour
of the day, and if you can survive that you can survive
anything.
We offer our congratulations this month to the
following, those two old stalwarts, Cab Calloway and
Ted Miles. Both having completed 18 years of un
detected crime, are now in proud possession of the
L.S. & G.C. Medal. To C.S.M. O'Brien, C/Sgts. Baldwin,
Brown and Webb on their promotion, and to Sgts!
Floyd, Bednell, Bollard, Popham and Jephcott on
promotion to Sergeant, and we welcome them into the
Mess. We also welcome Sgts. Gardiner and Cockerton
from England and hope that their stay with us will be
pleasant.
In conclusion we all send our "grand salaams" to those
best of Mess members that we left in Hong Kong to
await a boat for Blighty, namely Ginger Mawson,
Arthur Dallen, Bangers Day, Taffy Huntley and Len
Tye. Best wishes to you all, wherever you may be ;
you don't know what you are missing. No, Sir, you

DON'T ! ! !

H.Q. Company
COMPANY H.Q.
Here we are with our first Dragon notes from our
new station after an unexpectedly cool and pleasant
voyage on the Lancashire. The first few days after our
arrival were spent in settling in and getting the office
ready for work. Our Company Orderly Sergeant, Cpl.
Bird ("Dicky" to those who know him), can now be
seen ticking the days off the calendar to when his boat
arrives to take him back to Blighty. Pte. Chamberlain
can still be heard asking about his transfer to the M.T.
Section, but nothing has come his way yet. We wish
to congratulate Pte. Swain, our Pay Clerk, on his well
earned appointment to LanceCorporal and also Pte.
Reeve, our Company Clerk. The C.Q.M.S. is still with
drawing and issuing kit and at times thinks it is a waste
of time. The Company Storeman, Pte. Novell
("George"), can be seen at any time of the day at his
new chore—weighing Buff Blanco by the pound and
saying : "It won't be long now."

THE DRAGON
The new station pffers plenty of sport, such as football,
hockey, tennis and last of all a fair sized swimming pool.
"Lofty" Lovell has been admitted to B.M.H. and we
all wish him a quick recovery. The C.S.M. still wishes
he was back in the Kentish hop fields instead of this
desert.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

The first month at Khartoum has certainly proved
unsettling for the Section. Cpl. Harrison has been in
hospital for some time ; indeed, when he came out last
week, one of the new R.P.s had the impudence not to
know who he was—a sore blow to vanity ! Doug.
Williams has left us for the Q.M. staff and in his place
comes Stepney fresh from England with a hideous
demob. number. The biggest blow was the departure
of Lieut. Goss on a course in the U.K. The office seems
exactly the same without him—the only difference is
that now we don't have to go out and look for him !
Instead we have to search for Lieut. Gatehouse, who,
being Assistant Adjutant as well as I.O., is as elusive
as his predecessor. The only members of the section
not uprooted are Bond and Waldron and both have a
faraway look in their eyes. Waldron is looking towards
Fayid and Bond—well, the title of "Mr." conferred by
the Sudanese is conducive to thoughts of England.
P.R.I.
Cpl. Scott has now departed from the P.R.I, office to
help in Unit Education. The lamentable absence of any
moustaches on the Education Staff since the departure
of Eddie Lagnado is thought to have some bearing on
the matter. In Cpl. Scott's place comes Pte. Grogan
just arrived from U.K. He has no moustache, Cpl.
Scott, but remember his tender years.
BATMEN

The Batmen are hidden away near the Officers'
Mess these days and it is rather difficult to ascertain
Avhat they are doing. But someone in Company Office
must know, as they appear quite regularly on P.T.,
except after cocktail parties in the Mess. Pte. Richardson,
however, has been seen promenading with a very
small dog, believed to be the property of Lt. Griffin.
Doc. tells me that a batman's life can be uncomfortably
^complicated with a puppy on the premises.
EDUCATION

Unit Education has received a considerable fillip
since our arrival in Khartoum. Cpls. Scott and Bird
have joined L/Cpl. Nicholason and they are now busy
"assessing" the Battalion. The basic tests have given
an entirely new angle on how to spell such words as
f'Lefftenant''—I mean "Leghtenant"—excuse me. I'm
just off to Education !
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The great trek over, and all happy memories Of
Hong Kong fading into dim history, the Orderly Room
is now working with its full degree of efficiency here in
Khartoum. Cpl. Stoakes, L/Cpl. Quilter and L/Cpl.
Morris have returned to duty. In their place we have
Cpl. ; Edwards (returning after rqany moons at 2nd
Echelon) and Pte. Horlock (a rookie from the last draft).
"Shorty" Willcox, after serving faithfully as Casualty
Clerk for 18 months, is now hidden by piledup "In"
r.
trays at the typist's table.
Langley and Hoskins still plod along with their files
and duplicator respectively, but as yet show no sign of
giving up all hope.
O.R.Q.M.S. Russell and Sgt. (how C/Sgt.) Webb
remain in their high seats of honour, doing their best
to keep their staff awake.
This effort has been too much. I'll just have time for
"forty winks" before the NAAFI appears. Night, night.

MORTAR PLATOON

Here we are again, lads, with more griff from the
Mortars for you1, this time from Khartoum. Since our
arrival here we have lost quite a few Platoon members.
They include Ptes. Potter, who was left at Hong Kong
to catch the next ship home, the lucky blighter; Sgt.
Elson in charge of the Transit Camp at Port Sudan;
Cpl. Howard and Pte. Mitchell are both members of the
Regimental Police ; Ptes. Brodrick, Boxall and Pedder
have returned to duty companies. To all of these we
wish them the best of luck in their new jobs. Charlie
Cock, Ron Proud and Ted Watts are all Time "X"
wallahs. Cpl. Proud has been in hospital for a few days
and we were all very glad to see him back and still able
to talk about his Time "X". Pte. Kay has been given
his first stripe and we wish him all the best.
So far we have not received any Mortars or equipment,
so we have had to content ourselves with odd jobs and
a little weapon training.
Quite a number of Mortarmen have entered their
names for the annual rifle shoot; for anyone who cares
to enter we hope to see them all lucky enough to be
accepted and also to win some of the smashing prizes.
To finish off with I would like to say that we were
very unlucky in our last soccer match against Admin.
Platoon, who beat us 5—1. Our one and only goal was
brilliantly scored by that wellknown centreforward
Pte. Gwilliams, who normally plays right outside (? ? ?).
Cpl. Proud gave a brilliant display of rugby while playing
in goal. On the whole the game was full of life and
laughs, and enjoyed by everyone ; the laughs were due
to the fact that a good percentage of both teams,
including Cpl. Proud, had never played before.

.REGIMENTAL POLICE

ADMIN. PLATOON

The Happy Band has been increased since we left
Hong Kong and there are new faces to be seen at the
Main Gate now.
But we make no difference between the new and the
old—we give to them the same welcoming smile that
we give to Sgt. Smissen—exactly the same. Fortunately
the presence of over four hundred Sudanese in the camp
takes a great deal of their attention these days. We
must introduce a few hundred more if they have such
1
1
an admirable effeot. , «

Naturally enough these notes are concerned mainly
with our arrival and consequent adventures in Khartoum.
We arrived here travel sore and weary early one morning
to be welcomed by our advance, party of Jones, Lawrence
and Harris, who could scarcely wait to recount to us
the trials and tribulations to be endured in Khartoum.
Once we were acclimatised, however, things would
not be so bad, so they told us. Of course, one does not
really get used to the climate until one has been in the
sudan for some time, as they had.

50

THE DRAGON

The arrival of the G.1098 stores entailed much work
and for many afternoons the Quartermaster's staff
could be seen heaving around great boxes while others
passed them on the way to the swimming pool. Anyway,
the stores now look a little more like a fabulous Quarter
master's stores well known in song.
We welcome to the staff Pte. Williams, who went into
hospital soon after joining us, so hard do we work, and
L/Cpl. Bryant, who inspires us greatly with his
enthusiasm on the 6.30 P.T. parades.
We almost forgot to add Hoppy to the list of new
comers. Hoppy has been in service a long time at South
Barracks, but we really think that he should have learnt
by now that One just dbes not salute W.O.s and Sergeants.
It just isn't done.
There is no truth in the rumour that Jones and Stokes
have deferred their python dates. We think it is about
time that it was made clear to those few members of
the Battalion who do not know that the two afore
mentioned gallants are going home in October. Now
everyone knows, so they need not broadcast the fact so
much. Harris goes home in August after his long service
overseas. Lawrence is becoming rather tired of being
asked for his pass—people should know by now that
he has been told he need not have one. The limit came
when someone asked him how much he wanted for
certain articles of G. 1098 kit. Jim Reed has been working
very hard recently from 5.45 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. and
each afternoon he is as industrious as the proverbial
bee. He has to be.
The elusive Quartermaster is scheduled to arrive in
March and we shall be pleased to see him here even if
it is only because he will be able to answer the telephone
which rings incessantly in his office.
Finally, we congratulate Sgt. Bednell on his promotion
and we wish him every success in his exalted position.

M.T. SECTION
Well, here we are with our first Dragon notes from
Khartoum, where we are much better billeted than in
our latter days in Hong Kong.
The M.T. Section started off their stay in Khartoum
rather well,, being fortunate enough to be reissued with
Class 1 and 2 vehicles and these cannot be compared
with vehicles so readily handed over to 1st Cameronians.
On behalf of the Platoon we congratulate L/Cpl.
Joynes, our Tech. N.C.O., on his promotion to Corporal
and we also extend a hearty welcome to Cpl. McNeill
and Ptes. Shrubb, Cowlin, Appleby and Evenden, who
recently arrived with the last draft. Our detachment at
El Gebeit consists of Cpl. Press, L/Cpl. Coates (conr
gratulations, Ray, on your appointment), Ptes. Arm
strong, Bogaert and Roberts. Having taken over six
Daimler Armoured Cars from the S.W.B. the accent is
on courses for which there have been quite a few
volunteers.
Sgt. Partridge (ex"B" Company) has taken over the
job of M.T. Sergeant and we hope his stay will be a
long and happy one.
A letter was recently received from L/Cpl. Stoakes,
or better known as/'Buffalo", who is still waiting for his
boat to come in to Hong Kong. Let's hope by the time
you read these notes, Eric, you'll be sitting in one of
those Canterbury Armchairs.
On March 7th a "Safari", as it has been named, pqlls
out for Asmara and a tour of Eritrea. Members ofr the
M.T/ ar£ 'Sgjt. Marslj, Ptes. [Gentle, Ruddom, Ghildsl

«

Hunt and Chapman. Make sure you bring back some
good snaps, lads. You can guess that a few envious
glances are thrown. Even the fitters are worrying the
office staff with "Don't you think it a good idea to send
a fitter?"
Compared with Hong Kong entertainments and
shopping in Khartoum are rather limited, therefore the
"Blue Nile Cinema" which is in camp offers a good
night's entertainment, and there is plenty of sport.
But boy, oh boy, couldn't we do with a Soldiers and
Sailors ! ! !

"S" PLATOON
.
Since our last jottings L/Cpl. Aisbitt and L/Cpl.
Edwards have left us for a colder climate, and knowing
them, they will be busy relating the stories of the dark
days in Hong Kong. In case I meet them again, I'm
only kidding. (Honest, fellows.)
We are pleased to welcome to the Platoon Sgt.
Cockerton, who recently joined the Battalion from
Blighty, and wish him the best of luck in his future
battles with R.E.M.E.
L/Cpl. Gibson decided that he could get more sleeping
hours in as a Private and is now busy bashing a rifle
:
in "B" Company.
L/Cpl. Single and Pte. McSweeney are still looking
for an AntiTank gun to clean. To keep in practice
they spend their time polishing brass ; we have got the
best pair of door knobs in Khartoum.
Ptes. Green and Smith 65 now play football for "D"
Company, while the other Smiths, 53 and 48, look oa
(it's a hard life we live here).
All our driving is now done on the open desert, ; up
to date we have failed to hit anything (although a near
miss was recorded when a camel only saved its hump
by climbing up a nearby date tree), at least so the
driver reported. Of course, we did not believe this.
Who's ever heard of a camel with only one hump.
There is a Unit Carrier Course starting shortly and
Cpl. Horswell can be heard exclaiming, "Now I'll have
some bods to clean my carrier."
It's back to sleep now, but if we are awake next
month there will be another report on the higher side
of life in the Sudan.

SIGNAL PLATOON

Well, we're nearer home, anyway. No ! seriously*
we are finding Khartoum a pleasant change, after the
hustle and bustle of semiactive service in Hong Kong.
Our journey here went pretty well as expected. Com
fortable enough, but many of you will know what it is
like travelling with a battalion. We find South Barracka
very pleasant indeed. Opportunity for sport is great.
There are a number of soccer and hockey pitches, three
for basketball, plus several tennis courts and a very
good swimming pool. Our day finishes at 12.30 so we
quite easily find time to use them all.
We welcome back to the Signal Platoon Cpl. "Johnny"
Walker and L/Cpl. "S." Hibburd, who left us a year
ago to attend a three months course at Catterick—just
shows what can be done. At the moment the "Old
Hans" of the Platoon are on a month's revision course,
preparatory to taking Reclassification which as all
exsignallers will know is an odd sort of business indulged;
in annually.
' / . V f
"! , ' 4
, '
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Congratulations to Sgt. Floyd and L/Cpl. Brown on
their promotions. We hope the Sergeants' Mess enjoys
the tones—many and varied—of "My wife".
Recently we played the Drums at soccer, beating
them 5—4. We hope to report more success in the
J
future.
THE BAND

Since we last reported in these columns Mr. Foster
has made his departure and in his honour a farewell
party was held at the Catholic Club. Amongst those
present, other than Bandsmen, were Captain and Mrs.
ffrench Blake. A Presentation was made by B/Sgt.
Hubbard and was followed by a speech from Mr. Foster.
This was an interesting speech as we were told! of the
days in the Buffs Band which none of us present were
old enough to remember, but Captain ffrench Blake
surprised us all when he told us that he had met Mr.
Foster as far back as 193?. We all wish our old B/M.
success with his Chinese Police Force Band in Hong
Kong. Meanwhile^ the Band is under the able baton of
B/Sgt. Hubbard, who keeps a steady vigil over the
telephone awaiting Dance Band engagements with
EE's in both eyes.
Best of luck, Pte. Fisher, who has decided that his
instrument from now on is to be a rifle and not the Bass
Trombone.
Congratulations to Bdsm. Coppins on his appointment
to LanceCorporal and to L/Cpl. Rabbatts on his
promotion to Corporal.
Khartoum must be "jinxy" for us in the field of sport;
we have lost all games of football and hockey with the
exception of one of each.
The Concerts given at the NAAFI Club on alternate
Sundays appear to be a success. Bdsm. Ormiston's
masquerade as the beautiful princess in Sheet (1945
Mk. I) went down very well, together with C.S.M.
White's beer, which the Princess swallowed minus top
teeth.
A small Dance Band proceeded to the "88" Club at
Barakat last Thursday to perform for a Dance the same
.evening. Apart from landing up in a cotton field with
Sgt. Partridge at the wheel of our 3ton lorry, a good
time was had by all buskers.
This past month has been a successful one in the realms
of musical engagement, at such places as the Sudan
Club and the Grand Hotel. A series of fortnightly
Dances commences this coming Saturday (4th March).
This should interest all who don't hear enough of us on
our Sunday Concerts at the same Club.
Best of luck to all exBuffs Bandsmen, whether
drinking inside or playing outside the local Public
.House,
THE DRUMS

We have at last settled down in Khartoum after an
uneventful journey from Hong Kong on the Troopship
5.5. Lancashire. On the way over we collected five
recruits, including Pte. Tattam, who rejoined the Drums
after two years as a rifleman in "B" and "C" Companies.
Pte. Mitchell has left the Regimental Police to join our
happy throng as big drummer. Ptes. Spiers, Chambers,
Cruse, Griffiths and Argent joined the Drums from
Rifle Companies and are doing quite well as drummers.
.Since we arrived in Khartoum we have been doing
Palace Guards with the Band and more practice than
fatigues, which is a pleasant change.
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Before we start the notes, we take great pleasure in
welcoming our new Company Commander, Major
J. M, E: CuiidyCooper, R.F., from U.K., and 2/Lieut.
G. V. S. MonckMason, who joins us from Sandhurst;
we hope; their stay with us will be a happy one.
There were many sad faces booking over the rail , of
H.M.T. Lancashire when we pulled out of dock. Major
N. T. Bailey was there on the Quayside to say goodbye
but had to go before the boa*t actually .sailed—we wish
him and his family the best of lupk. Nearly all of us
were sorry to say goodbye td Hong Kong, having spent
many a hard and enjoyable time there, but all of us were
looking forward to Khartoum wondering what it was
going to be like as so few of us had had much information
about it. Apart from leaving C.S.M. Mawson and
C/Sgt. Huntley behind we also lost L/Cpl. Broom to the
Middlesex Regt. and Pte. MacGregor to the Cameronians.
Our time on the boat was uneventful; we entered a
team for the TugofWar and lost to a superior Guards
team in the second round. We also entered people into
the Novices Boxing Competition, run by Captain
Papworth; Pte. Tuckwell, a finalist, Pte. Aliaway,
Pte. Barton and Pte. Morrison, all of whom boxed very
creditably.
We arrived at Port Sudan on the morning of 23rd
January. The weather was very hot and the Port very
dusty. After going through the Customs, we entrained
and eventually after a lot of shunting backwards and
forward^, the train moved off. We reached Khartoum
Central at 0630 hours on 25th January. We were given
a rousing welcome by the Band of the Sudan Defence
Force playing the Regimental March. Pte. Green and
Pte. Raymond of the advance party guided us to our
Barracks where we were met by Sgt. Woodall and
Pte. Harvey.
Since our arrival in South Barracks our days have
been spent almost entirely in settling in. We have now
just started Rifle Shooting on the 30 yards Range at
0630 hours for a week. The whole Company attends
C.O.'s P.T. Parade from 06300700 daily. We also take
our turn at mounting guard at the GovernorGeneral's
Palace. In South Barracks there is plenty of opportunity
for sport. Soccer, hockey and basketball pitches are
in the Barracks. We hear that tennis and squash is to
be encouraged for any enthusiasts. We have a few
outstanding performers in various games and we hope
that the rest of the Company will take this opportunity
of bettering themselves. The hockey specialists are
Ptes. Allaway, Pellant and Lubbi and 2/Lieut. Monck
Mason ; whilst at soccer Cpl. Flannigan, Ptes. Barton
and Duhamel are worthy of mention. At soccer we miss
Pte. Ward, who at the present moment is in hospital
suffering from Rheumatic Fever. Basketball has also
had a new lease of life with the Company. The Company
team has been victorious in every game so far; later
we hope to run a Company League. Other sports enjoyed
are swimming and water polo, for which we have an
excellent swimming bath in Barracks.
On our arrival at Khartoum we were sorry to lose
L/Cpl. Workman, Pte. (now L/Cpl.) Foskett, Pte. Chase
to the Garrison and Regimental Police, and Pte. Harris
to "C" Company at Gebeit. Nevertheless we were
pleased to welcome six men in the new draft to make up
for the loss in numbers.
There have been three prompjtions. in the Company (
since the last notes were written : P/A/Q/Sgj:., Baldwip,
Sgt. Popham and L/Cpl. Bujakowski—congfatulations.
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We finish off by saying goodbye to 2/Lieut. Douglas,
who goes home for demobilisation. He joined the
Company in May of last year and we are very sorry to
lose him.

* 4B/' Company
After months of thinking and talking about it we have
at last arrived in Khartoum and Hong Kong is already
a very distant memory.
Our daily grind has changed considerably from that
in the New Territories, where the accent was very much
on Field Training. For we are rapidly settling down to
a Barrack existence and all that that entails. In fact
someone was heard to murmur that soon we'll be fit
for anything except fighting ; but then the Sudan is so
peaceful.
Sport is a major item on the training programme
and facilities are pretty good—so are some of our teams.
Although our super soccer team formed in conjunction
with "A" Company is finding it heavy going during the
heat of the day. Of five matches played in the Khartoum
hockey league we have made two resounding victories,
one of them by one goal, which was scored off the back
of the stick. Our prospects in this game are rather
good. Another favourite is Water Polo.
The face of the Company continues to change. We
welcome Captain Dent from a sedentary two years at
Shorncliffe. Also C.S.M. O'Brien from "C" Company,
who is to be congratulated on his recent promotion.
Then there are some very new boys straight from the
Training Battalion—Ptes. Beale, Buckland, Cherriman,
Kent (whose brother is an old hand in the Company),
Rickett, Sale, Tegg, Turner and Venables, together with
Sgt. Gardner.
A spate of promotions give us further cause for
congratulations ; they go to Sgt. Jephcott, Cpls. Colyer,
Lincoln and Nicholson, L/Cpls. Baily, Day and Johnson.
It is rumoured that 2/Lieut. Dalgliesh has finally
succeeded in house training his canine bodyguard.

"0" Company
In our notes in the December issue of The Dragon we
were a trifle apprehensive on the subject of Gebeit
where we knew that we were to be on Detachment.
Now that we know the worst, our impressions are
perhaps a little mixed.
There is no doubt that this camp and Chatham Road,
Kowloon, are as different from each other as they could
be, but most of us would agree that the barbed wire and
huts of the latter are, on the whole, preferable to our
present palatial "prison without bars".
The Company arrived in Gebeit on 24th January in
darkness, and during our march up from the station
speculation was rife as to what we should find. This
question was to remain unanswered until the following
morning when daylight revealed a spacious, well laid
Out camp in the middle of a howling desert surrounded
by uncompromising rocky hills. On closer inspection,
however, our first impressions were favourable. The
Barrack Rooms, after our restricted quarters in Hong
Kong and the cramped troop deck of the Lancashire,
seemed like palaces.
A good NAAFI, football, hockey and cricket grounds,
together with tennis and squash courts, indicated that
life was going to be very much what we made it.
, ,The, first task was to set our seal on the camp and the
CompanyMichelangelo, Pte. Simpson, assisted by Pte.

McCall, soon produced a really magnificent Dragon in
cement in front of the Guard Room. This was a fore
runner to the construction of a Regimental Crest on the
hillside. One long feature already houses about ten
badges, the most striking of which is undoubtedly that
of The King's Own, a vast creation some 50 yards in
length. However, that feature is now full up, so we have
chosen a small knoll nearer to, and on the other side of,
the railway (after all, passengers form the majority of
those who have the chance to appreciate the artistry)
where a Dragon some twelve yards square will in due
course appear. Meanwhile the mathematical calculations
are by no means child's play. The production of a large
scale drawing presented no real problem—L/Cpl.
Croucher obliged in no time—but the making of the
projection necessary to counteract the slope of the hill
is a very different matter.
However, our engineers include Ptes. Simpson and
McCall, personally assisted by the Company Commander,
so we hope that results will be successful.
We have had visits from the Commanding Officer and
the SecondinCc mmand, whom we trust that we shall
see again soon, .ieut ^horneycroft was in danger of
being misundersi ood when he told the Secondin
Command where to put a pair of football boots.
However, all was well.
Visits to the "Big City" in the form of excursions to
Khartoum are proving intensely difficult to arrange.
In fact, the dentist gambit has recently been forbidden—
but not before Cpl. Barfoot had availed himself of the
opportunity. Ptes. Munnery, Moon and Roberts formed
the first leave party to stay in the Transit Camp in Port
Sudan. It is reported that Sgt. Elson, had to
restock the bar on their departure.
Much of our time in Gebeit is spent playing games.
As we have mentioned, we are well equipped with sports
grounds, provided that we do not mind playing on sand
and stone instead of grass, and are prepared to risk the
hazards of our concrete and coconot matting cricket
pitch. The Webster Shield has been revived and is the
subject of intense rivalry between the platoons. Latest
news of this is that No. 7 Platoon and No. 9 Platoon
have tied in the Basket Ball, No. 8 Platoon has won the
Hockey, while No. 9 Platoon has won the CrossCountry,
so that honours are fairly even at the moment. The
Competition includes drill, musketry and Barrack Rooms*
while points are lost for any breaches of discipline..
Unfortunately H.Q. Platoon at the time of writing have
got away to a sticky start due to the latter ; their score
stands at minus three. However, there is plenty of
opportunity for them to pull up.
The Company soccer team, fresh from their triumphs,
in Hong Kong, have met their match in the shape of the
Sudan Railway Technical School. These young Sudanese:
play good fast soccer—mostly in bare feet—and the
weekly fixtures with them are improving the play of our
team considerably.
Our entertainments are of course limited. The Cinema
has just come into commission under the able direction
of Ptes. Fastbinder and Knowles. Apart from that wo
have the occasional session of tombola, whist drives,
billiards and darts competitions. The village of Gebeit is.
out of bounds "except on duty". The only trouble is
that in this place we can never make up our minds,
where duty ceases and pleasure begins.
We have our quota of animals in the Camp. There
are two dogs on charge, which dot the job of inspecting
meals in .the cookhouse far more effectively than the
Orderly Officer. A cat howls incessantly around = the:
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'Officers' Mess, camels wander aimlessly all over the
Camp—not unlike our TimeX contingent. Some of
the former have remarkably slender figures and one
particularly graceful beast prompted the Sergeant
Ma jor to announce that when it turned head on, it went
absent. The latest addition is 2/Lieut. Gillum's baby
Ibex which sucks a Bass bottle (filled with goat's milk
we must hasten to add) and 2/Lient. Minto's Gazelle
which sucks a goat., Perhaps one day they may take
their place as Company Mascot at the head of one of the
Detachment Commander's Parades, and led by some
smart soldier in white gloves. Anyway4 as some wit
commented, they can always take their turn as right
markers.
On the Training side, we are making much of a good
range just outside camp. This makes a change from
the revolutionary design of the Sacred Hill variety and
we are all busy practising for our annual course and
dreaming of five stars and extra pay as a result of it.
the training areas are limited. Just mile upon mile of
"hill, loose stone and sand. The surface is obviously
most destructive on boots, and we have been in the
unfortunate position of having no boot repair kit until
very recently, so marching has of necessity been, in the
words of Whitehall, a "Tightly controlled commodity".
But Pte. L. Taylor, our cobbler, is now fully equipped,
so we have no doubts about our future comfort.
We feel sure that the Company Commander is well
satisfied with his command. Certainly there is no
shortage of space. The branch at Port Sudan is managed
by Sgt. Elson and the Johnson twins. Sgt. Elson
announced before taking over the Transit Camp that
he liked a quiet life. He needn't have worried. He's
got it. The Company Commander lives in a bungalow
(by kind permission of the Sudan Railways) in the
village—in bounds, of course. One blessing, perhaps, is
that the house has no telephone, and as it is about two
miles from the Camp we are not often taken unawares.
(Note by the Company Commander : R.S.O. asked to
provide telephone forthwith.)
The railway line (Port Sudan—Khartoum) runs
between the Officers' Mess and the main part of the
Camp. There is no footbridge, but just a level crossing
(without gates) ; the trains, generally of enormous
length, pass very slowly, but to date no Officer has
put forward as an excuse for being late on parade in
the morning the presence of a train at the crucial moment.
Although, as will have been seen, our lives are eventful
and fairly enjoyable, the old inhabitants amongst us
who have been here for two months now, and who have
sampled the luxury of Khartoum, all agree that we
shall be ripe for removal at the end of April. We are
beginning to note that one tends to become a trifle
eccentric in Gebeit, as these notes perhaps reflect, and
our M.O.—Lieut. Williams, to whom we extend a
hearty welcome (a little tactless, perhaps, as he has been
in Gebeit for many, many months)—assures us that the
first symptom of the local madness is a feverish rush to
note down the numbers of passing railway engines.
Some of us have already started that. There have, alas,
been other instances of oddity. One afternoon at
4 o'clock the man who hits ,a piece of metal to give the
Guard Room clock a strike, hit it sixteen times. He
must have been in the Army top long. The other incident
occurred in the Officers' Mess. One Officer—he shall be
nameless—who was musing on the meagre NAAFI
cigarette ration, remarked how fortunate it was that
the cat and the dog were nonsmokers. Too bad. But
then, ,as the Sergeant said, "The first ten years' are
always the worst." r.\ .

"D" Company
Today we are experiencing our first sandstorm,
almost a "Haboob". So after just over a month we are
at last becoming acclimatized to Khartoum and the
surrounding desert of the Sudan.
There is a general feeling of relief in the Company
that we were not, after all, sent off to Gebeit on
detachment.
Life in Khartoum is, on the whole, fairly easy going
and pleasant. At dawn we rise to early morning P.T.,
then work continues to midday. From midday on
wards one's time is one's own. When the main heat of
the day is past sports and swimming are actively
participated in. Every evening there is the night life
of Khartoum and the nearby "Blue Nile" Cinema.
And so it will go on, with the weather gradually getting
hotter and hotter. But perhaps the scorching heat of
the Sudan summer is somewhat overrated. Anyway,
we shall see.
We are glad to welcome Major Lewis back as our
Company Commander once again, after an interval of
six months ably filled by Captain McGrath.
We also welcome Cpl. Stoakes and the newcomers
from home. Congratulations go to Cpl. Bollard on his
promotion to Sergeant, L/Cpl. Sargent on his promotion
to Corporal and to Ptes. Whittington and Holloway on
gaining their first stripes.
Since the Company is entering its new role as Support
Company to the Battalion, many changes are likely to
take place in our ranks before next month is out. To
those who are transferring to other companies we wish
the very best of good fortune and we extend our welcome
to those who are joining us.
After winning the tugofwar competition on board
the Lancashire the Company was fit enough to start
training immediately for various intercompany matches,
in soccer, hockey, basketball and water polo. Although
it is too early as yet to claim any startling victories, all
the teams have made very good progress so far. This is
in part due to the commendable work of Lieut. Griffin
as Company Sports Officer.
Company training has also been going with a swing.
Judging by the time spent on the range and at Education,
we should all be crack shots and scholars by the time
we leave the Sudan.
Last week we were Duty Company. The most im
portant feature of our activities was undoubtedly
guarding the Governor's Palace. Every morning, headed
by the Band in full ceremonial regalia, four men and a
sergeant, after an elaborate changeover procedure,
took over from the Old Guard at the Palace. It was
indeed a most impressive sight.
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Beneath Bell Harry
]SJ O one can complain
* ^ that, as far as
Officers are concerned,
the Depot has been
overstaffed during the
last month. Indeed,
for a large part of the
month the Quarter
master of the Depot
and of the 4/5th Bn.
has found himself com
manding the Depot as
well, and on occasions
Headquarters Home
Counties District have
politely been informed
that O.C. Depot The Buffs has neither Major,
Captain nor Subaltern to detail as President or
Member of Board or Court.
Major Ricketts was first saddled witht his
added responsibility (and incidentally we notice
that the tour of his different offices has been
keeping him in good trim) because that four
day period of mental agony, the Staff College
Entrance Examination, took place in late
February, and then, a week later, because
"Flighty Thought" hit the deck rather severely,
two fences out, when making his challenge for
the Earl Cavan's and Mounted Infantry Cups
at Larkhill. It took his rider ten days to return
to Canterbury.
Fortunately, perhaps, little has occurred to
disturb the even tempo of our daily round.
High ranking Staff Officers have inspected our
illfilled barracks and remarked, pointedly, on
the excellent accommodation available, but
the threat of imposition appears to have passed
over. Engineers have been seen with tape and
rule on the site of the fine cookhouse and dining
hall which were laid low by a bomb, and have
been heard to discuss plans of reconstruction,
but the day that the work will begin appears
to be no nearer. Nor does the threatened
construction of a row of officers' quarters
opposite our existing three appear to be nearer
realisation.
We have recently had several arrivals from
the 1st Battalion. The following list shows the
units to which they have since been posted :—
Cpl. Benson, School of Infantry, Warminster
(General duties).
Pte. Solly, 20 Married Families Camp, Dover.
Ptes. Croucher, Philpot, Matcham, Cribben,
Power, 18 W.O.S.B., Lingfield.

Pte. Newton, H.Q. Home Counties District.
Ptes. Wright, Home, O'Leary not yet posted.
The following are recent additions to our
Permanent StaffSgt. Shaw, as Sergeants'
Mess Caterer in place of Sgt. Fox, who is shortly
to go to the Reserve ; L/Cpl. Willett (from
Home Counties Brigade Training Centre) ;
Pte. Denyer ; 322 Pte. Brown.
Sergeants' Mess
As mentioned in our last letter, "Lofty" Shaw has
returned as Mess Caterer, and the old familiar box is
again in evidence cutely labelled "Id. under 11" and
"2d. for evil words". Happily the box is firmly screwed
to the wall and can accommodate a fair weight in
copper. Most evenings in the Mess "Lofty" introduces
innumerable games of unorthodox darts, and it is being
said that the R.S.M. is trying to be a "Killer", but can
only just "Halve It".
Mess functions are progressing well, and on most
occasions are strongly supported by Past and Present
Members. A good time is invariably had by all, thanks
to the spartan efforts of "Lofty" and Jim Laker, whose
"scratching around" always results in a most enjoyable
buffet.
We are now near the end of a Games Tournament,
consisting of a Knockout at snooker, billiards and
darts. Honours are about even with Members and
Hon. Members, and the final results will be issued in the
next letter. The Mess Dart League is very popular ;
with "Lofty" and the R.S.M. running neck and neck
for top place. However, "there's many a slip", and
"those not good often make it awkward". (Even
"Eddie" pinched a point from "Lofty".)
Bomber, Ken and Eddie are swotting hard, and we
quite expect that a reserve Notice Board will be required
for the display of Certificates and Degrees. After the
first days "intensive" Eddie disturbed the peace of an
early cold morning with a "nightmare". We have
failed to discover whether the cause was "Educational
Systems", or "Matrimonial Symptoms". However, we
wish all the best of luck to our potential Professors ;
and shall no doubt rally round Eddie on his trip to the
altar.
Charles Vaughan has left to take up Range Firing
duties at Stanford, Norfolk. We miss his company and
favourite call, "grub up". Good shooting, Charles, and
may your rations for ever multiply ; ours have increased
during your absence.
It was a great pleasure to welcome home Bandmaster
"Doc" Foster, who is now in the throes of Demob. His
going is a great loss toThe Buffs, and we wish him a very
successful return to civil life. We hope to see more
of him before he proceeds abroad on a new venture.
Good Luck, "Doc", you will always be remembered.
Also we had a visit from Bandmaster Watkins, who
soon leaves to join the 1st Battalion. We expect to see
him again before Embarkation, but take this opportunity
of sending our best wishes for a successful and happy
appointment.
Our congratulations to Captain Blaxland on his speedy
recovery from an unfortunate accident. May the next
race be a successful one, with all opposition in rear.
Last, but not least, we welcome home Major B. H.
Craig, who paid us a visit prior to proceeding on leave.

V

4th Battalion
HTHIS month has been a
 sad one for us as we
have said goodbye to both
Captain D. A. T. Butcher
and to C.S.M. W. Johnson.
Captain Butcher has left
us to join the Regular Army
and is now employed as a
P.S.O. at Shorncliffe. We
hope that he will be able to
spare the time and come
over and see us occasionally.
We thank him very much
indeed for all the very hard
work he put into the run
ning of "S" Company and
wish him every success in his future career.
C.S.M. Johnson has been with the battalion
as the "S" Company P.S.I, since its formation
in May, 1947. We wish him all the best of
good luck in civilian life and hope he will be
able to pay us an occasional visit in the future.
His loss is a great one both to this battalion
and to the Regiment in which he has served
with great distinction for a period of 21 years.
Captain Watts has at last left this country,
sailing for the Sudan on 27th February, 1950.
We once again wish him the very best of luck
in his new appointment and hope he had a
pleasant journey.
Nearly all the Permanent Staff spent a month
at school at Shorncliffe preparing to take the
Army First Class Certificate of Education on the
13th March. We wish them all every success.
Owing to the absence of our Permanent Staff
it has only been possible for us to play one game
of hockey. This was against the Royal Corps
of Signals in Wemyss Barracks. This was,
I think,, the wettest day of the year, but in spite
of this inconvenience we turned out in force,
and were unfortunately just defeated 1—0,
the goal being scored in the closing minutes.
C.S.M. Johnson again played magnificently in
goal and Sgt. Lott making his first appearance
on a hockey field has just discovered that the
ball must only be hit with the front of the
stick. We hope to have several more matches
during March and April before putting our
sticks and boots away and starting cricket.
The weather has been so good lately that even
the Commanding Officer was persuaded to give
"Mrs. Dale" a miss one afternoon and challenge
the Adjutant to a round of golf. The match was
decided on the last green, with the last putt, in
favour of the Cdmmariding Officer.

H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
February has come and gone and still no further
progress in our aim of 1950 to double our strength.
We wonder why the youth and exservice personnel
seem to fight shy of the Terriers.
If only they knew what comradeship and fun there is
in the new T.A. they would pome along.
Having our new canteen now in full swing and being
fortunate in being blessed with uptodate Signal
equipment it should be a joy to anyone who is technically
minded to come along and study the new methods of
communications within an Infantty [Battalion.
H.Q. Company meets every Tuesday and Thursday
in the Sandhurst Block, New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and not only does
one learn something useful and enjoy the amenities
provided in the Canteen, but one is paid for doing it at
the same time.
We feel sure that there are many ex4th and 5th
Battalion men who were with us before the 1939/45 War
and are readers of The Dragon. We would very much
welcome their valuable knowledge and experience to
pass on to the National Servicemen who join us as from
June this year.
Although he is not a member of this Company, we
would like to say farewell to C.S.M. W. Johnson, the
P.S.I, of "S" Company. He has now joined the ranks
of civilians after a long and honourable career in the
Army. He will be remembered by all exmembers of
the 5th Battalion, having served with that Battalion
throughout the war. We wish him every success in his
future career and will welcome him any time he is
"down our way".
A little bird has whispered to us that our Company
Commander will shortly be sporting a crown as a full
blown Major. Perhaps we are a little premature, but
we would like to congratulate him heartily on what we'
consider a wellearned promotion.
We had to postpone our Darts and Shooting League
against "B" Company until 2nd March.
Congratulations are due to "B" Company on their
fine shooting. They beat us 3J to 2} but we had our
revenge on the dart board, beating them 4 to 2.
This will be the last "situation report" on our Eddie.
March is the month when he gets the "life sentence"
and our next notes will be full of the wedding. We
have not seen much of Eddie this month as he has been
to Shorncliffe studying hard to pass his first before the
nuptials take place. You are a wise man, Eddie, to
study before the event as you won't get much time
afterwards.
Everything now is well under way for the "great day"
and by the time we go to press again it will all be over,
and the knot, which cannot be untied, will be made.
As this is the last publication before the wedding,
may we all wish you and the future Mrs. Edwards every
happiness for the future. Best of luck, "Eddie".

4 4A''

Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)

A month of pleasant surprises for some and un
pleasant for others. The pleasant surprises being for
Major Neville, who obtained his majority and to Captain
Balding, who is promoted to Captain. The unpleasant
surprise, of course, was for the Company, who are to
lose Major Neville, who will be; going to Folkestoqo to
f J
c ' j;
take over "D" Company.
*

vi
He will be a sad loss indeed for his untiring efforts
for the Company and more so his invaluable work on
behalf of the finances of the Company will need much
replacing. To him we wish the very best of luck in his
new appointment and hope to see him when time permits
at, we feel sure, his "first home", Ramsgate.
To Captain Balding we offer congratulations on his
promotion and sincerely hope that this is only one more
step up the ladder.
Major Taylor is recuperating in Switzerland and we
only hope he enjoys his holiday and has few falls on the
"nursery slopes".
Social activity this month has been confined to one
outing to Folkestone where once again we can only
record a defeat. We feel sure, however, that the
advantage must have been with "D" for the score they
obtained was phenomenal, only one man Of the team
getting less than a possible. To our latest recruit, Pte.
Holness, who represented us in this event, we offer
congratulations on obtaining a very good score indeed.
L/Cpl. Hurlow and Pte. King are both attending
courses this month, the firstnamed at the School of
Infantry and the latter at the School of Cookery. To
them both we offer our best wishes for successful results.
Sgt. Gabriel attended a silver band competition in
London during the last month but to date has heard no
results.
Change of policy has made the Sandwich Platoon into
a medical section and Sgt. Hellis is now in his glory
teaching anatomy. Sgt. Gullis seems a little sceptical
about it all and of course no stretcher has yet been
devised to fit the large figure of Pte. Field.
The Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present
Association have become most regular attenders at the
Club and spend one night a week shooting under the
eagle eye of exR.S.M. Hogben. We are only too pleased
to see them and hope when their competition shoot has
concluded to arrange a match with them.
Recruiting has reached a very low ebb at the moment,
but two or three prospective recruits have attended on
drill nights and intend to make a decision this week.

"B" Company (Whitstable)
The Company competed against "S" Company in the
second round of the InterCompany Miniature Rifle
Competition and we were lucky enough to secure a
victory ; it must be confessed, however, that the heavy
rain prevented some of the best of the "S" Company
shots from travelling to Ashford from their far flung
detachments.
Our darts team was not so lucky and only managed
to draw, in spite of the fact that our incompetent scorer
was discharged and a new one engaged.
Sergeant Sweeny has now gone on a 3 in. mortar
course and upon his return we shall start our mortar
training in earnest, as we understand that the Company
will be firing live at camp.
Two officers in our Company have been promoted,
Captain P. A. Thorne to the rank of Major and 2/Lieut.
W. G. G. Lewis to Lieutenant.
A letter has been received from exSergeant M. F.
Parsons, late of the 4th Battalion, who would like to
trace 6281960 Sgt. Da vies, who was with the Sitting
bourne detachment of the 4th Battalion at the outbreak
of war. Mr. Parsons is now living at 44 Pittlesden
' Efct&te, Tenterden.

"S" Company (Ashford, Cranbrook & Tenterden)^
The Company has had to say goodbye this months
with great regret, to Captain D. A. T. Butcher and
C.S.M. Johnson. Our best wishes go With them for every"
success in their new spheres, and our grateful thanks for
their sterling work for the Company.
We spent an enjoyable evening on the visit of "B"
Company for a further round of the InterCompany
Shooting Competition, when we were soundly defeated
on the miniature range, but managed to draw the dartsr
match, the result being in doubt until the last leg.
Training has continued as usual, and with the advent
of further pioneer stores for Tenterden, it will now be
possible to add more variety to the evenings there.
UD"

Company (Folkestone)

This month we met "A" Company in the shooting
and darts competition and we not only won the shooting,
as we had hoped we should, but also won our first victory^
in the darts competition. We are now looking forward
to meeting "B" Company in the last round of the
competition.
We must take this opportunity of publicly welcoming
Major F. G. Neville as Company Commander and alsa
congratulating him on his promotion.
We have continued our usual course of training this
month and attendance has been quite well maintained.
We must also congratulate Pte. Rye, A.C.C., on passing
his trade test and subsequent promotion to Corporal.
We hope to taste some more of his work at a social
evening which will probably be held in the near future.

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary,
P. and P, Association, The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572—1704
by H. R. KNIGHT

Half bound in leather,  £1 10s.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT

In Two Parts  £1

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL

Under Revision
also

« DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE

Price 2/
Postage extra
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23/12/47.
4/6/43.

Regular and Militia Battalions
Uniform—Scarlet. Facings—Buff.
1st Battalion (3rd Foot)—Khartoum.
3rd Battalion (East Kent Militia)—Canterbury.
Territorial Army Battalions
4/Sth Battalion (Canterbury). Hon. Colonel
... Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.
Hon. Colonel
... Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L.
Name

Unit or Appointment

Name

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

iRlce, N. D
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.
Tatty, F. W. B.

Unit or Appointment
CAPTAINS—continued.

T./Brig., GHQ., Farelf.
T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
1st Bn.
MAJORS

1/8/46.
5/12/45.

Critchley, L. P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

... G.S.O.3., S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.L.P.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish

GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj..L G.S.O.2,± War Office
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Nash, J. P. ...
...
 ~ H.Q. Br.
 Tps., Austria.
Staff,
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
G S.O.2, Home Counties Dist.
ffrench
Blake, M. A. O'B.
IstBn.
Oliver, G. E; F., D.S.O. ... T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
1st Bn.
Parry, R. F., M.C
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
Hadshar, G
... IstBn.
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ... T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn., K.A.R.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli
Barrett,
D.
P.
R.
...
...
1st Bn.
Craig, B. H
Depot
Dent, J. E
.
... IstBn.
JEHYASGR ..;
...
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
MacDonald,
E.
W.
...
...
G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.E. T/Lt.Col. G.S.O.l. Hamburg District,
Marshall, F
B.A.O.R.
Dubois,
G.
E.,
M.C,...
...
T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
T/Col. G.S. War Office.
Dickson.
Grace, H. R....
...
... 1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Q Branch, War Office.
LIEUTENANTS.
Harris St. John, B. T.
DAAG. Div. H.Q., Hong Kong.
Peckham,«A. l5.
Lewis, P. J.
1st Bn.
_ Squire, S. J
1st Bn.
I
Bailey, N; T.
Leave.
: Thorneycroft, F. E.
... IstBn.
E
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. ... T/Lt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
Willows, D. A.
... Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot. E
Rawlings, A. C
A.M.P., Hamburg.
Wilson,
P.
F.
...
l.R.W.K.
B
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
Hamilton, C. M.
... 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
s
May, J. F. Fitz G
Ministry of Supply.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
... IstBn.
|
Ravenhill, R. A. C. .:.
Leave.
Phillips, L. M.
... H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... Chinese Training Unit, Hong Kong.
Griffin, C. J.
... IstBn.
£
CAPTAINS.
Webber, J. W.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
^
Dendy, R. H.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
Pirn, A. H. E.
... 1.R.W.K
s
Lucas, J. P
32 Sqn. R.A.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
~
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
T/Maj., 3rd Bu. Parachute Regt.
StratfordTuke, R. A.
... I.K.W.K.
fr
Majendie, A. E.
T/Maj. G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
2ND LIEUTENANTS.
R
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
T/Maj., H.Q.Land Forces. Hong Kong.
Gillum, J. R.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Training) H.Q.B.T.A.
... IstBn.
/
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Depot.
... IstBn.
r
Gay, A. W
Grugeon, J. D.
G.S.O. 3. E. Africa Command.
... IstBn.
Montgomery, D.
Muffins, G. O.
T/Maj., 3rd. Bn. Parachute Regt.
... IstBn.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
MonckMason, G. V. S.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
... IstBn.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
West, C. T. F.
T/Maj., 1st Bn.
... 1st. Bn.
"
Poulsen, N.D.
Course U.K.
QUARTERMASTERS.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Staff Overseas.
Ricketts,
G.
A.
Coffins, H. A.
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
4/5th Bn.
Williams, L J., M.B.E. ... Leave.
§ Supernumerary.
Watts, E. H. F.
... Capt. (Q.M.) 1st Bn.
4/5th £ attalion
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL.

Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
Hews., G. R. D., M.C.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.

MAJORS.

CAPTAINS.

Coffins, H. A. (Adjt).
Tilleard, J.
Prestige, J. T. R.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G., M.C,
Hannah, W. H.

Balding, C. E. E.
Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Klean, P. H.
Lewis, W. G. G.

LIEUTENANTS.

MEDICAL OPFICBR.
Hamerton, J. R. (R.A.M.C.), Major.

Sudgen, Rev. A. N. B., MJk.

CHAPLAIN.
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\V7E regret to record the death of Lieut.
W Colonel Guy Lee, which occurred on
April 1st, at the Kent and Canterbury Hospital.

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA
LEROS
GERMANY

Major E. P. C. Bruce is now at a divisional
battle school in Tripoli, working with Lieut.
Colonel Connolly. In March he stayed a few
nights with Brigadier Nicholson and lunched
with Colonel Rowe. He also saw Captain
Watts at Port Said, who was on his way to the
1st Battalion.
Lieut.Colonel E. Barry has been reemployed
under the Foreign Office and has gone to
Mogadishu, Italian Somaliland, as temporary
Consul.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Edlmann are now
settled in a house in Copenhagen, the children
thrive and are under the care of a fulltime
nannie.
Colonel Edlmann has recently paid a four
day liaison visit to the B.A.O.R., spending a
night each way at Hamburg with the Craddocks,
who have just moved into a large house. He
also met Major Rawlings, now A.P.M. Hamburg
District.

EGYPT
ITALY

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA
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Colonel Gullacksen, who was attached to the
2nd Battalion in 1935, has retired and is re
employed as Inspector of Training Areas. He
wishes to be remembered to the following
officers : Brigadier Thomson, Colonels Hamilton
and Craddock, Majors Howard, Edmeades and
Horley.
Major P. B. Plumptre was promoted to the
rank of Major on March 25th, 1950.
Captain A. W. Gay sails on April 25th for
East Africa, where he is taking up the appoint
ment of G.S.O.III at Headquarters, East
Africa Command.
The following officers holding Short Service
Commissions were promoted or appointed :—
Captains E. D. FitzGerald and R. D.
Sherwood, to be Captains ; Lieut. D. A. T.
Butcher to be Lieutenant.
The following officers of the 4th Battalion
have been promoted or appointed :—
Major J. T. R. Prestige to be Major ; Lieut.
P. H. Klean, exIndian Army, to be Lieutenant.
FlightLieut, and Mrs. Nahlik (nee Anne
Milton) recently spent a few days at Fordwich
when on leave. They looked up old friends
and made a tour of the Cathedral.
Captain S. J.. Ventiroso has been appointed
to a Short Service Commission from The Buffs
to R.E.M.E.
We are sorry to hear that Mr. T. A. R.
Goodall, ex6287169 C.Q.M.S., has been ill for
several weeks. He now lives at Motto Cottage,
Barns Green, Horsham.
Colonel E. F. D. Strettell is convalescing in
Italy, accompanied by Mrs. Strettell.
Major C. S. Field sails for Australia on May
10th, for a series of visits.
We regret to record the death of Mr. W. A.
Veale, formerly a member of the l/5th Battalion
(191418). He was a regular supporter of the
London Branch of the Association and never
missed attending Remembrance Sunday.

Births, Marriages, Deaths
BIRTHS

Bloomer.—On March 18th, 1950, at Cullyvore,
Saint Catherine's Road, Glenageary, County
Dublin, to Maureen (nee Crooks), wife of
Captain Robert Bloomer, The Buffs, a
daughter (Sheelagh Kathleen).
Jelf.—On March 22nd, 1950, at the Louise
Margaret Hospital, Aldershot, to Rosemary
(nee Howard), wife of Major A. G. Jelf, The
Buffs, a sister for Michael.
LyndenBell.—On March 29th, 1950, to Peggy,
wife of Major P. LyndenBell, The Buffs, of
Gardenlee, Sandway, near Maidstone, a sister
for Tom and Robert.
Parsons.—On 6th March, to Barbara (nee
Frost), wife of Wilfred Parsons, a sister for
Christopher (Janet Ann).
Shilling.—On March 12th, 1950, in Queen
Mary Hospital, Hong Kong, to Ruby, wife
of R.Q.M.S. Shilling, B.E.M., The Buffs, a son,
Kevin John.
Turmaine.—On March 14th, at Ramsgate
General Hospital, to the wife of C.S.M.
Turmaine, The Buffs, a son.
Worts.—On March 14th, 1950, at the British
Military Hospital, Berlin, to Myfanwy, wife
of Captain J. B. Worts, M.C., The Buffs, a
daughter.
DEATH

Lee.—On April 1st, 1950, at the Kent and
Canterbury Hospital, Lieut.Colonel Guy
Lee, D.S.O., M.C., D.L., late The Buffs, of
Dolgelley, North Wales, and Canterbury.

Obituary
Lieut.Colonel Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C.
b. November 17th, 1880 ; d. April 1st, 1950
YY7IDESPREAD and sincere regret will be
occasioned by the death of Lieut.Colonel
Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., D.L., which occurred at
the Kent and Canterbury Hospital on April 1st.
A former commanding officer at The Buffs
Depot, Canterbury, he had a distinguished
military career, was keenly interested in the
Cadet movement, and was for long prominent
in the social life of East Kent and North Wales.
A son of the late Harry Wilmot Lee, of
Dolgelley, North Wales, and the law firm of
Lee, Bolton and Lee, of London, Colonel Guy
Lee was born in London on November 17th,
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1880. He was educated at Eton, and was
gazetted into the 3rd (Militia) Battalion of the
East Surrey Regiment in 1900. In 1901, after
a short period of service with the Middlesex
Regiment, he received a regular commission in
* The Buffs.
For his services in the South African War
(190102) he was awarded the King's Medal with
five clasps. He then served in Burma, India,
Southern Arabia, took part in the Aden Hinter
land operations (190304), and subsequently in
West Africa and Southern Nigeria. Afterwards
he took part in the Ogwashi Oku expedition,
for which he held the medal and clasp.
During the first Great War (191418) Colonel
Lee served in France and Belgium ; he was
awarded the D.S.O. and M.C., and was men
tioned in despatches three times. He was also
awarded the Legion of Honour, the Order of
Leopold, the Croix de Guerre, and the Order
of The Dannebrog.
He commanded The Buffs Depot at Canter
bury from 1923 until 1925, and after a period
of service in Jamaica he retired in 1930.
It was two years later that Colonel Lee
commenced his work with the Cadet movement
in Surrey, and in 1937 (after he had taken up
permanent residence in Canterbury) he raised
the 1st (Cadet) Battalion, The Buffs. In the
period 193945, he was actively connected with
the Cadet movement in Merionethshire, where
he also had a residence, which was the home of
his family for many years. In appreciation
of his service he was appointed a Deputy
Lieutenant of Merionethshire last year.
Colonel Guy Lee was an ardent sportsman.
He was a keen shot and fisherman, and an
enthusiastic cricket lover, being a member of
the M.C.C., of the Kent County Cricket Club,
and the Band of Brothers. He was a very
prominent figure at all the social activities
connected with the Canterbury Cricket Week,
both on the ground and in the city, and a kindly
and delightful personality, his presence was
always keenly welcomed at all the festival
gatherings.
A member of the East Kent Club, he was
held in the greatest respect and esteem by all
his fellowmembers, and the Club has suffered
a severe loss by his death.
His affection and pride in his old Regiment,
The Buffs, was very pronounced. He was an
active supporter of the Past and Present
Association, having been for several years a
member of the Executive Committee, was
specially interested in the London and Can
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terbury Branches, and also in the 4th/5th
Battalion. He was also a member and supporter
of the Old Contemptibles, the South African
War Veterans' Association and the British
Legion.
An officer in the finest tradition of the old
school combined with a modern outlook on
affairs, he was beloved by all who had the
privilege of his friendship and acquaintance.
Lieut.Colonel Lee married Ella, daughter of
Sir Rowley SaleHill, K.C.B.—by whoiri he had
a daughter, now resident in the United States
of America—who died in 1908. In 1923 he
married Mrs. Maude Hanley, daughter of Mr.
E. S. Harris, a charming hostess, who has most
ably assisted her husband in all his social
activities.
With the widow and relatives who survive
him, the greatest sympathy will be felt. In
recent years Colonel and Mrs. Guy Lee have
resided at 57 New Dover Road, Canterbury.

Many of his old comrades attended the
funeral, which took place on Thursday, at St.
Paul's Church, Canterbury, followed by crema
tion at Charing.
The Vicar (Rev. D. A. Taylor) officiated,
assisted by the Archdeacon of Maidstone (Ven.
K. J. Bickersteth). Mr. Alex Reid, at the
organ> rendered Choral Prelude on Now the
Labourer's Task is O'er (West), 0 Rest in the
Lord (Mendelssohn) and I Know that My
Redeemer Liveth (Handel).
The coffin was draped with the Union Jack
and was borne from the church by Cpls. Madden
and Newman, L/Cpls. Phillips and Willett and
Ptes. Rowe, Marris, Branson and Willis, of
The Buffs, the bearer party being in command
of R.S.M. Moody.
The chief mourners were: The widow,
Lieut.Colonel H. RomerLee and Mrs. Romer
Lee (brother and sisterinlaw).
Those present included: The Mayor of
Canterbury (Councillor S. H. Jennings), Major
General the Hon. P. G. Scarlett (Colonel of
The Buffs) and Mrs. Scarlett, Brigadier Airy
(also representing Mr. John Berkeley), Colonel
J. V. R. Jackson, Colonel B. S. Collard, Lieut.
Colonel J. Crookenden, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
R. S. I. Friend, Colonel W. R. Orwin, Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. L. Howard Smith, Lieut.
Colonel T. Roscow Reid, Lieut.Colonel J. E.
King, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. H. L. Cremer,
Lieut.Colonel J. R. Willows (also representing
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Brigadier V. Boucher), Lieut.Colonel H. S.
Knocker, Colonel Hayburn, Colonel A. O'B.
ffrench Blake (President East Kent Club),
Major B. H. Craig (Depot The Buffs and
Regimental Hqrs.), Major and Mrs. Geoffrey
Mount, Major A. W. Andrews, Major and Mrs.
P. R. H. Fox, Major P. Dare, Major F. W.
Tomlinson (also representing Mrs. Ronald),
Major H. G. James, Major A. J. Peareth
(Secretary, Past and Present Association),
Major and Mrs. J. T. R. Prestige, Major L. F.
Parratt, Major H. E. Y. Carroll, Captain and
Mrs. R. H. R. Mackay, Captain H. A. Collins,
Captain W. T. Stone.
Mr. J. Baker White, M.P., Hon. Mrs. Bell,
Mrs. Eaton, Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Hews, Mr.
W. H. Chessell, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Hebden
Phillips, Mrs. Capel Brunker, Mr. H. C.
Haycraft, Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Gaskain, Mr.
E. W. Baldwin, Mrs. G. A. Watts, Mrs. Blake
Wacher, Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Williamson, Mrs.
Geoffrey Finn, Mr. W. S. Wood, Mr. H. Cromwell
Wood, Mr. E. G. Shersby (also representing
Major G< M. Kingsford), Mrs. Leycester
Hawkins, Mrs. and Miss Rickards and Mr.
John Rickards (also representing Mr. W. J.
Rickards), Miss MooreLane, Mrs. Meakin, Mr.
and Mrs. Rodney Hews, Miss Betty Jones,
Miss Andrews, Major J. L. Lovegrove.
Judge and Mrs. Clements, Professor and Mrs.
Munro Kerr, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Mount, Mr.
J. W. S. Mount, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Freshman,
Miss Purchas, Mrs. Harold Findlay, Mrs. Neil
Findlay, SurgeonCaptain and Mrs. F. L.
Cassidi, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mount, Mr.
Howard Brown (also representing Mr. and
Mrs. Tom Brown), Mr. F. C. Large, Mr. and
Mrs. J. W. Baker White, Mr. H. N. Hutchinson,
Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Simpson, Mr. H. M. Enderbv,
Mr. E. W. Baker.
Mrs. E. C. Norman, Mrs. Gaussen, Lieut.
Commander and Mrs. D. H. George, Mr. P.
Barber (representing Major G. D. Hickman),
Mr. G. T. Hall, Mr. and Mrs. F. Montgomery,
Mr. F. Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Mount,
Mr. T. O. Wacher, Mr. B. Wacher, Mrs. Rice,
Dr. I. B. Morris, Rev. R. A. F. Pratt (K. & C.H.
Chaplain), Rev. and Mrs. A. F. Inglis, Rev.
J. W. K. Griffin, Dr. R. H. Lucas, Dr. M. A.
Collins, Mr. H. B. Jones (Lloyds' Bank), Mr.
B. W. J. H. Martin (Westminster Bank), Mrs.
Neves (Guild of St. Helena), Mr. W. Dutnall
(St. Lawrence C.C.), Mr. J. Poynter (Barracks
Stores), Mr. D. F. Andrews (East Kent Club),
Mr. E. R. Crow (East Kent and Canterbury
Conservative Club), Mr. J. Parker (Canterbury
Club), Mrs. C. Bushell (also representing Captain
and Mrs. Wale), exR.S.M. Couchman, Sgt. Bell.

The South African War Veterans' Association
was represented by Captain Neville (Area
Chairman), J. Ede (Local Secretary), P. J.
Gill, R. Thompson, W. Nightingale and J. W.
Baker ; the Old Contemptibles' Association by
Chums W. J. Hosmer (Chairman), T. Hoare
(ViceChairman), A. H. Moon (Assistant Sec
retary), and G. Saunders; the British Legion
by Messrs. W. W. Knight, A. W. Cozens and
S. J. Turner ; and the British Legion Women's
Section by Mrs. Bailey, Mrs. Goodhew and
Mrs. Canham.
Cremation followed at Charing where the
service was conducted by the Archdeacon of
Maidstone, Lord Harris represented the Kent
County Cricket Club and the Band of Brothers.

Future Events
April 30th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Queen's Own R.W.K. Regiment G.S.,
Littlestone.
May 20th. The Buffs Golfing Society v
Woodpeckers G.S., New Zealand.
May 13th. London Branch 23rd Anniver
sary Dinner and Ball, Bridge House
Restaurant, London Bridge. Dress op
tional. Details and Tickets (12/6) from
Mr. R. J. Collins, 82 Gay Gardens,
Dagenham, Essex.
June 7th. Dragon Club Dinner and Tea
Party, Claridges.
June 17th. Saturday. Cenotaph Parade,
Horse Guards, London, 5.45 p.m.
Monthly Meeting after the Parade.
August 5th to 11th. Canterbury Cricket
Week.
August 13th. Remembrance Sunday.
September 23rd. London Branch Ladies'
Guild Dinner. Carr's Restaurant.
October 7th. 6th Battalion (191418)
Annual Dinner. Price of ticket 10/.
Application should be made to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton,
London, S.E.7. Those residing in the
Kent country areas who wish to avail
themselves of travel by coach, to get in
touch with Mr. W. Jeffrey, M.C., 14
Victoria Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
CRICKET FIXTURES
Regimental Week, Depot, Canterbury
June 27. R.N. Depot, Chatham.
28. Royal Fusiliers.

THE

DRAGON

June 29. King's School (Masters and
Boys).
30. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
July 1. Band of Brothers.
Away Matches
June 16. Royal Fusiliers.
July 5 & 6. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
Anyone wishing to play should notify
O.C. Depot The Buffs, stating preferences.

Buffs Golfing Society
CROM a promising entry of
* twentytwo, through sick
ness, and other causes beyond
human control, the numbers
that actually took part in the
Spring Meeting boiled down to
thirteen. An unlucky number
you will at once conclude.
But there you will be wrong
as there was never a more
thoroughly successful Meeting
held. The golf may not have
been in all cases of very high
quality but from a social
point of view and the friendly
atmosphere engendered playing on such a fine
course and in such wonderful weather, which
apart from a hail storm or two which caught
one or two couples on the afternoon of the last
day, was almost ideal; it was voted by all to
have been most enjoyable.
The following tabulated results will tell their
own tale.
RESULTS OF THE SPRING MEETING, 1950

TheBrinckman Cup.—Captain W. J. Richardson
(plus 2) beat R. H. Haselden (14), 4/3.
The LyndenBell Trophy.—Captain W. J.
Richardson (plus 2), 3 down.
Baird Cup.—Lt.Col. J. Crookenden (6), 76.
Trevor Cup.—Captain W. J. Richardson (1), 70.
Kenward Cup (Senior Medal). — Captain
Richardson (plus 2), 77.
Junior Medal.—Major A. J. H. Taylor (20), 77.
Coupe des Lapins.—Major A. J. H. Taylor (20),
8 down.
Spring Round Bradley Dyne Salver.—
Captain W. J. Richardson (plus 2) 77
Major A. J. H. Taylor
(20) 77
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R. H. Haselden
Captain H. Collins
Captain M. B. Baron
Lieut.Colonel J. Crookenden
Lieut.Colonel N. E. Hoare
Major E, S. Scott
Captain G. P. Mount
Lieut.Colonel E. H. Allen
Major E. Clarke
Captain C. Lummis

(14)
(18)
(16)
(12)
(18)
(2)
(10)
(24)
(30)
(18)

79
80
82
82
82
85
98
101
101
105

BENEVOLENT FUND

The sum of £1 18s. 9d. was handed to the
Benevolent Fund from entries to the Baird and
Trevor Cups.
J.C.
Statement of Expenditure, Spring Meeting
RECEIPTS

£
Green and Entry Fees ...
Donations—
Major A. J. Peareth ...
R. C. Lancaster, Esq.
Captain V. N. Moss ...
Captain R. J. Robertson
Captain W. V. S. Sinclair
Colonel E. V. Argles
Colonel T. N. Penlington

s d

£

17

d.
0

10

5
5

10
1
0
10

6 10

£23 6 0
EXPENDITURE

Royal St. George's G.C.
Gratuities
Gibbs (Printing)
Postage
Balance Credit

£ s. d.
8 5 0
10 0
6 II 6
11 11

6 17 7

£23 6 0
The above happy financial result is due to the fact that
no prizes were given. This was on account of the nature
of the competitions and the.few members that attended.
The Society is indebted to those who so generously
made donations to the overheads, without which it is
clear that the expenses would have been only just
covered.
'

J.C.

Correspondence
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
If anyone wants to read an absorbingly interesting
and thrilling book I can very thoroughly recommend
The Sound of the Guns, by Captain Lionel Dawson, R.N.,
the Hunting Correspondent of the Daily Telegraph:
This is the story of the adventures of Admiral Sir
Walter Cowan—a sailor who did more soldiering in
numerous wars from about 1885 to 1945 than most
soldiers.
Yours faithfully, 1
R. TUKE.
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Khartoum—Metropolis of the Middle East
To some, Khartoum is a surprise. To others, a
disappointment. In Fan Ling, certain of us built up a
mental picture of a city enshrouded in all the mysticism
of the East. Although probably not on quite the same
scale as Hong Kong, naturally there would be the few
odd skyscrapers, bank buildings, and .neon lights, to
which we had become so accustomed. But most
intriguing of all there would be something new, in fact
a rare adventure, a romantic native quarter. Here we
might visit the Casbah, smoke a hookah, or even buy a
mummy or a magic carpet, in the best Baghdadian
manner.
But no, no romance—not so much as a pyramid, nor
even a native who might be termed a genuine Kipling
Fuzzie Wuzzie, without an uncomfortable stretch of the
imagination.
No elephants or lions, in fact no really ferocious beasts
apart from the odd dormant crocodile pretending to be
a log, a domesticated monkey and of course plenty of
donkeys and sparrows. Admittedly we have the edifying
sight of camels in harness every morning. The Blue Nile
may be quite pleasant to sail on but it is shocking to
swim in.
The whole settlement is in fact an overgrown oasis.
The climate ? : too much sunshine. A really pleasant
day is when it looks as though it's going to turn to rain.
But perhaps I have been sitting out in the sun too
long, so let's hail that scruffylooking lemonade wallah
with a pail and examine the brighter side of Khartoum
life over a glass of lime juice.
Thanks be to Allah it is now Winter in the Sudan.
This is the season when things are alive and move about.
Emigration and hibernation don't start until about the
end of April. Although the former process has, so I'm
told, already begun.
Anyway, it is not too hot yet for soccer, hockey and
basketball. All these are played with great gusto.
For those who prefer cooler surroundings there is always
the swimming pool. The water is fairly cool now but it
gets too hot for water polo later on.
When the sun goes down over the Nile and the drums
start pulsating over in Omdurman, Khartoum suddenly
becomes alive. (And so do the Numitti, horrid little
swarming creatures.) Luxurious taxicabs, Fords and
Dodges of a somewhat more mature vintage than Hong
Kong, await at all hours to transport us to Khartoum's
various night spots. For in addition to several cinemas,
Khartoum is sufficiently uptodate and progressive to
possess two cabarets. At either of them one can sip a
glass of beer or two, and be lulled into happy oblivion
by the floor show.
To those who can't keep up with the whirl of Khartoum
night life, there is always the Blue Nile to fall back on
(or in). To the uninitiated the "Blue Nile" is also a very
welldesigned outdoor cinema run by N.A.A.F.I. Here
one may relax, for a moderate charge, and chew peanuts
under the stars, whilst thrilling to the adventure of
Lou Costello and the Wolf Man.
But, alas ! even in Khartoum the cock must crow,
and so dawn over the desert sees us rising to "gunfire"
and early morning P.T. This puts us in trim for the
next night. Then follows a morning of training, generally
most fatiguing, possibly broken by a visit to "Ali's"
for a drink (soft) and a banana.
Before lunch we decide to collect something from the
contractors, Messrs. Abdul Aziz and his forty thieves.
We are not surprised to hear "ready tomorrow"—
everything is "ready tomorrow" !

Past and Present Association
Life Members
MARCH 1ST—31ST, 1950

H.Q. Roll.—Mawson, R.
London Branch.—Miller, H.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Morgan, F. G.
Brighton Branch.—Parsons, W. H., Peacock, W.

Annual Members
MARCH 1ST—31st, 1950
H.Q. Roll.—Bashall, T. H., Lieut.

London Branch.—Nissen, F. B
Medway Branch.—Eames, A. G., Lieut.
Canterbury Branch.—Banks, C. E.
Heme Bay SubBranch.—Greenhead, E., Marsh, F. G.
Folkestone Branch.—Baker, C. A., Izod, L. H.
Brighton Branch.—Harriott, A. W.

Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
March, 1950, are :—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
... 80 17 0
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...
... 86 4 3

War Memorial Fund, The Buffs, 193945
DONATIONS

Medway Branch, Ladies' Guild (Fair Linen)
Total to date

...

...

£ »' d.
20 0 0

>3,171 2 1

Postal Shoot, March
1

2

3

4

5

6

Total

Dover

98

95

95

93

93

92

566

Ramsgate

95

94

91

86

81

81

528

Hythe

92

89

87

85

83

82

518

Margate ...

97

86

85

80

74

66

488

Sittingbourne

86

79

67

61

58

51

402

Sandwich

66

65

64

63

59

53

370

Branch

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 18th March, at the
'' Prince Alfred Restaurant'', Tufton Street,
Westminster, with Mr. E. W. Tong in the Chair.
The Secretary read the minutes of the last
meeting ; these were confirmed and signed.
CENOTAPH PARADE. — The Chairman an
nounced the time and date of the annual
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parade: 5.45 p.m., fall in on Horse Guards
Parade, march off 6 p.m., on Saturday, 17th
June, immediately before the evening meeting.
R.S.M. J. C. Annan kindly offered to do the
work on the parade ground as in past years.
Mr. and Mrs. Collins have promised to supply
refreshments during the evening. The Chairman
asked as many as possible to attend and to
bring a friend with them.
ANNUAL DINNER AND DANCE.—Mr. Collins
asked members to warn in as soon as possible
to give him early warning as to how many to
expect. He told members that the Colonel of
the Regiment and the General Secretary had
promised to attend.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—17/.
DARTS.—Mr. Collins gave us details of the

Branch Competition.

MEMBERS PRESENT FOR FIRST TIME.—Mr.
Nissen, one of our Danish comrades, was present
for the first time and was welcomed into the
Branch by the Chairman.
OTHER BUSINESS.—Mr. Batho, recently dis
charged from hospital, thanked the Secretary
for the prompt way in which his case had been
attended to and also expressed his gratitude to
his old company commander, Major A. J.
Peareth, for his great kindness.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
HERE AND THERE

We are sorry to learn that Major J. E.
Enright is still on the sick list.
G. A. Dillistone, S. Heath and H. Miller,
1/4th Battalion, met for the first time since the
First World War. They would like to see
G. Kershaw at a meeting one evening.
Mr. G. Lawson, 141 R.A.C., would like to
contact Major Duffy.
Mr. Bob Billings recently visited his old
friend Bert Tester, who is unfortunately in
hospital; we hope he will soon be about again.
We have missed Captain G. J. Emery, G. W.
Clayton, A. Cole and E. C. Wills ; we hope all
is well with them
Associate member F. I. Gould, stationed at
Singapore, expects to leave there in June,
1952. He is at Tanglin Barracks.
The Dinner Committee will arrange for
members of the Band to sit together at the
Annual Dinner on 13th May. We expect to
see a good muster.
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There was a very large gathering of members
at The Prince Alfred Restaurant on Saturday,
April 1st, 1950.
MINUTES.—The Minutes for the month of
March were read and confirmed.
WELCOME.—The Chairman, Mrs. Spinner,
welcomed Mrs. Coward, Mrs. Buxton and Mrs.
Nickeraur after their recent indisposition.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Kebbell, Mrs. C.
Redman, Lieut.Colonel Knocker and Major
A. J. Peareth.
REGRETS.—Regretting inability to attend
were Mrs. and Miss Enright, Mrs. Austin and
Mrs. Billings.
DINNER.—Members were requested to book
in for the Ladies' Guild Dinner being held on
September 23rd at Carr's Restaurant, Victoria.
Tickets 12/6.
CENOTAPH PARADE.—The March to the
Cenotaph on June 17th, fall in on Horse Guards
Parade. The marker will be Mrs. Harris.
RAFFLES.—Our very sincere thanks to Mrs.
Coward, Mrs. Ricketts, Mrs. Jarvis, Mrs.
Everett and Mrs. Timms for so kindly giving
raffles. The raffles given by Mrs. Everett and
Mrs. Timms to be held over for our next meeting.
The other raffles realised £3 9s. 7d.
WARRIORS' CHAPEL.—It was proposed and
carried unanimously that the sum of £20 be
sent to Major Peareth towards the carpet for
the Warriors' Chapel.
Our thanks to Mr. Collins for acting as
Auctioneer. Mr. E. W. Tong, Chairman London
Branch, thanked the Guild members on behalf
of the Branch for their very enjoyable evening.
We do thank the members of the London
Branch for their loyal support to the social side
of the Ladies' Guild.
D.E.S.
Dover Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The past year has been a very happy one
for the Guild, with plenty of outings, etc. We
have also enrolled a number of new members,
for which we are pleased. It just shows the
spirit of The Buffs, and true friendship. We
have had very good attendances at each
meeting too, in spite of bad weather at times.
In July we all went to Windsor for our
Annual Outing, and this I think was enjoyed
by all, Mrs, McWalters and Mrs, Love came

M
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meetings such a success. Hoping next year
with us. We were very pleased to see Mrs.
will be as happy as the last one has been, and
McWalters at our meetings several times, and
that we keep enrolling members.
hope she will come again soon.
The Annual General Meeting of the Guild
On July 27th we all had a grand time at Mrs.
took place on Thursday, March 2nd, at the Drill
Crookenden's house, at a garden party given
Hall, Liverpool Street. Owing to illness and
by her, when the Medway Branch were also
bad weather, there was a small attendance.
there.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read
The August meeting was well attended. We and signed as correct by our Chairman. The
also paid our annual visit to Mrs. Saunders Annual Report and Balance Sheet were pre
and had a really good time there ; she hopes sented and were passed as correct by our
we will all go again this year.
Chairman and the Committee.
In September we had a big attendance,
A vote of thanks was given to all ladies who
raffles, and teas as usual. We also had a very
have helped to make the meetings such a great
amusing game called "Stump the storyteller". success in the past year.
This was a great attraction and enjoyed by
The voting then took place for the Officers
one and all.
and Committee for the coming year, and Mr.
On September 23rd we all went to Gillingham,
H. Millington kindly obliged again by counting
at the kind invitation of the Medway Branch.
the votes for us.
We had a lovely time there too and thoroughly
No further business was discussed so tea
enjoyed ourselves. On our way home we called
was served and raffles as usual and a friendly
on Mrs. Saunders and stayed there for an hour ;
chat.
she was so pleased to see us, as she was unable
to come with us.
We also went to Deal and had a grand
Medway Branch
afternoon with them, playing darts and
numerous games, and had a lovely tea, and
LADIES' GUILD
arrived home about 6 p.m.
The Monthly Meeting was held on March
The November Meeting was a busy one ; we
24th. Mrs. King Holt, Chairman, presided.
opened with a Whist Drive and Alphabet Game ;
Business was carried out and the result of a
we had a very big attendance too. Prizes were
Whist Drive held on March 14th at Central
given to winners of both games. We were
Hotel was announced.
pleased to welcome an old member to the
Mrs. Holt said she was sure all members
Guild, Mrs. Stevens, who lives at Broadstairs
were pleased to know we had raised £20,
and comes to the meeting each month, a true
which was to be sent for Fair Linen.
Buff.
A very hearty vote of thanks had been sent
We have had several evenings out, to different
to Mr. and Mrs. E. Cox for their kindness, also
branches, with the men's branch, to socials, and
for entertaining all present to tea and loan of
we had enjoyed every one of these.
Hall, also our grateful thanks to Mrs. Lumley
Our January Meeting was a good one too,
Robinson for kindly presenting the prizes and
this being our Christmas social affair. We had
for
her gift of a tea service, which was won by
a lovely iced cake given us for our tea by Mrs.
Mrs. Reeves.
Stevens ; it was decorated with a Dragon on
We were very pleased to see some of the
it. This was shared among us all. We had
heaps of cakes, sandwiches and bread and ladies from the Sittingbourne Branch, one of
which gave us 4 lbs. of sugar, which was
butter, and had a lot left over, so this was sold.
auctioned for 10/, for which we all say thank
The February meeting was small owing to
you, and to all our many friends who gave
illness and bad weather, but those who did
prizes.
attend had a jolly afternoon. I would like to
thank, on behalf of all members, the ladies W In passing a vote of thanks to Mrs. Lumley
Robinson, Mrs. Skinner in the name of the
who have kindly done the teas and washing up
Branch
presented her with a bouquet of
for us during the past year, and hope some more
anemones. Mrs. Valpy carried out the duties
will kindly volunteer to help in the future.
Also I thank Mrs. Knight for doing the raffles of M.C.
At the monthly meeting Mrs. Sellens read a
for us and collecting for the teas. We would
letter from Folkestone Branch inviting us to
also like to thank all who have kindly brought
pay them a visit and their invitation was
raffles> cakes and tea; etc>, to help make our
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accepted. Tea was served by the Committee
and Mrs. Sellens was asked to send cheque for
£20 to The Buffs Memorial Fund for Fair Linen,
all members being eager to get it paid for as
soon as possible. After a very pleasant time
the meeting closed.
M.S.
Sittingbourne Branch
"I am extremely impressed with the comrade
ship and the keenness that is still shown by the
different branches, and if we keep up that spirit
I am sure the Association won't go down", said
MajorGeneral the Hon. G. Scarlett (Colonel of
the Regiment), speaking at the first postwar
reunion dinner of the Sittingbourne Branch
of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
at the Masonic Hall on April 1st.
Colonel D. J. Dean (Chairman of the Branch)
presided over a gathering of about 60, and was
supported by MajorGeneral and Mrs. Scarlett,
Lieut.Colonel G. E. Stevens (Hon. Treasurer)
and Mrs. Stevens, Lieut.Colonel G. L. Double
day, O.C. 516 L.A.A. Regiment, R.A. (T.A.),
and Major J. E. Wills (ViceChairman) and
Mrs. Wills.
The Chairman told members of the Ladies'
Guild how sorry his wife was that she could
not be present with them. He conveyed her
thanks for the lovely flowers the Guild had sent
her, and said she hoped to be out of hospital
shortly.
Referring to the imposing array of silver
cups on the top table, Colonel Dean said quite
a lot of members had been concerned about
them. They were now back on permanent
loan from Territorial headquarters, and he
thought that was a very good start.
That was the first time since the war they
had held a reunion dinner, and as it was such
a success they would certainly consider making
it an annual affair. They were very honoured
indeed by the presence of the Colonel of the
Regiment and Mrs. Scarlett.
The toast of "The Association" was proposed
by Mr. W. Mount, who said that when he first
became a member of the Association, he joined
up with a lot of good companions. They taught
him many things, in particular how to become
a good citizen.
"We were a nation that can smile at
adversities", he said. "It is one of the things
that this country has bred into our people,
and I think there is not another country in the
world that is just like Britain. I have lots of
things to be grateful for to the Association,
and may it go on from strength to strength."

In reply, MajorGeneral Scarlett recalled the
efforts made after the First World War to put
the Association on its feet again, and said it
eventually grew to great proportions.
"Now today it is going down a little bit,
and it is no fault of the Association or the
Regiment", he said. "The fact remains that
when we have our Regiment represented by
one battalion only, and serving in that battalion
are many men who come from seven other
regiments, it is very difficult to keep the
Association going."
Their great problem was, where were they
going to get new recruits to keep the Association
in being ? He knew of no better branch to
answer the question than Sittingbourne, under
Colonel Dean, who had given most valuable
service on the Central Committee for several
years and had now become ViceChairman.
"In the difficult times through which we are
passing today, we must realise that the only
time a man who comes from East Kent may
ever wear the badge of East Kent—The Buffs
may be when he joins the Territorials", said
MajorGeneral Scarlett.
The reservists would shortly be coming out,
in fact a lot had already come out, and in a
few months' time they would be joining the
4th/5th Battalion, of which Colonel Dean was
the Honorary Colonel. He knew Colonel Dean
would make it his business to see that they
became Buffs.
Any of the men serving with the seven other
regiments who returned from service abroad
and settled in this district could, if they wished,
become perfectly good Territorial Buffs and
the Association could accept them. The same
applied to the conscripts, who had done their
bit jolly well wherever they had served, and
whom he was sure would wish to keep their
connections with their old Regiment.
Since the war the Association had been able
to do an enormous amount of good for ex
Servicemen and their families, but there was
just one thing they had to remember which
was not always remembered. There were lots
of people who thought an Association was an
organisation to get something out of instead of
giving something to. That something was their
comradeship, which he knew they possessed
today and which he was sure would see them
through.
MajorGeneral Scarlett concluded by saying
how pleased he was to hear that Sittingbourne
had formed a branch of the Ladies' Guild, under
Mrs. Dean. He and his wife were very sorry
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to hear that she had been seriously ill, and on
behalf of everyone present he expressed the
hope that she would soon be completely
recoviered.
Major Wills proposed the toast of "The Ladies
and Guests", and in reply Mrs. Stevens (Vice
Chairman of the Ladies' Guild) asked Colonel
Dean to convey to his wife their best wishes
for a speedy recovery.
Lieut.Colonel Doubleday also responded,
and said he considered it opportune to mention
the important phase that would be reached in
the Territorial Army next June, when the young
men who had served their time in the regular
force would start to do their Territorial training
under the new scheme.
"The future of the armed forces is very much
in the balance as to how this completely new
departure will work out", he said. "I feel the
success of the scheme depends very much on
the climate of opinion in which it is launched.
I have seen these young men doing their
training in the regular force, and I can assure
you they are good soldiers and are doing their
bit for their country in a very cheerful and
efficient way.
"I want you to encourage them when they
start to do their reserve service. If they have
the background of public opinion behind them,
I am convinced the scheme will work. But if
the scheme is subject to criticism it won't work."
During the evening sparkling entertainment
was provided by two talented London artistes,
George Barker and Jean Harley, and afterwards
several of those present responded to the
Chairman's appeal for impromptu turns.
In his closing remarks, Colonel Dean thanked
the members of the Organising Committee for
all their hard work, mentioning in particular
Mr. W. R. Sinclair for the very effective
decorations, and Mr. E. Spice (caretaker at the
Drill Hall) for his valuable assistance "behind
the scenes".
Ramsgate Branch
I had better write a few preliminary notes
before I settle down to my orthodox meeting
report, or else some of my old Diehards will
raise their eyebrows and say, "Where are the
Ramsgate notes ?" By the way, I have been
writing these notes since 1940. I am willing to
hand over this notes job to a better scribe.—
Any Volunteers ?
Talking about Press reports, I saw that Dick
Atkins had a local edition all to himself.

Amongst the items of interest he told the
reporter that in the year, I believe it was
A.D. 1890 or thereabouts, his ancestors sold
Rum, Gin and Whiskey and Milk at 21d. a
glass. I wonder what it cost Dick to satisfy the
ink wallah's thirst while he was writing Dick's
biography; I bet it was more than twopence
halfpenny ?
Coming back to our Veterans, it is nice to see
old "Jeff" Jack Powles, Tom Miller, etc., still
attending our meetings regularly.
Now for the meeting report:—
At the monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of
the Past and Present Association The Buffs, held at the
Freemasons' Tavern, High Street, Ramsgate, on March
17th, 1950, there was an attendance of fifty members
presided over by Mr. C. F. Fakley, supported by Major.
A. J. H. Taylor, Major N. G. H. Taylor, Captain H. H.
Knight, Lieut. W. Wotton, Mr. E. H. Swendell and Mr.
B. E. Knott, Hon. Secretary.
Extending a welcome to Major A. Taylor and C.M.S.
Turmaine, the Chairman said their attendance greatly
assisted the progress of the branch. Mr. Fakley stated
the strength of the branch was over 300 members. He
knew that circumstances at times made it impossible
for the younger members to attend, but he would like
to see a better attendance. Members by full support
were helping the funds, therefore enabling the branch
to carry on its work on the benevolent side, which was
at present doing good work for the sick and unemployed
members. He expressed the branch's sympathy to Mr.
W. Cork, who had suffered the sad loss of his wife.
Mr. Fakley made mention of the illness of Messrs.
F. Hammon, R. Taverner, S. Bing, W. Diddams and
G. Dray. To these sick members he extended the
branch's sympathy and hoped they would have a speedy
recovery to good health. Mr. H Pearce, Team Captain,
reported that Ramsgate had beaten Sandwich the
Dart Cup Holders and were well on the way to winning
the Cup.
Mr. J. Hogben, Shoot Captain, stated he would like
better support on their monthly Shoot Competitions,
if Ramsgate was to win in this competition they must
search for better talent. The monthly totals must
definitely improve. Mr. Hogben gave details of future
social events and stated Margate Branch and their
ladies would be invited to a social evening at Ramsgate
Branch's April meeting. It was also intended to pay a
social visit to the Sandwich Branch in May. The
branch was hoping to send a party for the London
Branch Cenotaph Memorial Parade in June. At all
these events he trusted members would give then
support.
Mr. Knott stated in a letter from Major H. H. L.
Smith, who was that day flying along the North African
Coast for duties in Ismailia, the Major sent his best
wishes and hoped to see them all in 1953.
Colonel Witts owing to a previous engagement was
also unable to attend, but sent his best wishes to his old
comrades and said he would endeavour to pay them a
visit in the near future and renew friendship with The
Buffs he had served with in two wars.
Major A. J. H. Taylor thanked the members for their
welcome. He was proud to be a Buff. The word spelt
comradeship. The Regimental Association was a valu
able asset to the Regiment and to all Buffs. Every
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Margate Branch
On Saturday, 25th March, at the Drill Hall,
Hawley Square, a social evening was held,
Canterbury and Sandwich Branches having
accepted our invitation for a "gettogether" of
the three branches. Interbranch darts matches
were played, and after several closely contested
games Margate ran out winners, but lost the
"Captain's gallon".
Eats were plentiful, and a sufficiency of
wallop having been laid on, a cheery evening
was held, and we trust our visitors enjoyed it.
We thank them for turning up in such.
force.
Wednesday, the 29th, was Committee
Meeting, and at the conclusion of business, the
Postal Shoot for March was held. I believe that
we put up a better score than at the previous
shoot.
The monthly Branch Meeting for April was
held on Wednesday, the 5th, Mr. R. H. Harman
in the Chair.
Minutes of the last meeting were read, and
after discussion of one or two matters arising
therefrom, were passed and signed. Corres
pondence was then dealt with.
The wording for the plaque mentioned in
our last notes was finally decided upon, and
our Secretary kindly offered to provide a full
sized "mockup" in order that members might
see what the plaque would look like when
finished.
It was decided to hold a Whist Drive and
Dance shortly, and the Social Committee will
meet to arrange the venue and date, so,
members, look out for an announcement
shortly.

Folkestone Branch
We had a very successful though sparsely
attended combined Monthly and Annual General
Meeting on Tuesday, March 14th. Colonel
Wilson was unfortunately unable to attend,
and, it was with regret we learned from our
ViceChairman that Major West was in bed
with a temperature. Captain Vere Collins
wrote to say he was in London for the week
and said how disappointed he was to miss the
meeting. The members asked the Vice
Chairman to write to Major West wishing him
a speedy return to normal.
The Dinner accounts were passed with a vote
of thanks to all who helped to make this function
a success.
The Secretary and Major West were among
others especially mentioned.
We then passed on to the A.G.M. The
accounts which I am glad to state showed a
balance on the right side were adopted. Here
Arthur Orchard received his due reward from
the members, and later on was reelected as
Treasurer. Was there ever a better one ?
Colonel Wilson having expressed a wish to
retire from the Chair, was, for his past invaluable
services made President, a position I am sure
he will fill equally as well as he has that of
Chairman.
Our ViceChairman said he had been in
communication with Major West asking him to
become Chairman. He said he would consider
it a great honour for one so new to the Branch
to be elected, and, if it was the wish of the
members he would consent to act as such.
There was no shadow of doubt what the
members wished, so he is our new Chairman.
Bill Brunger was again elected ViceChairman
with acclamation. He said how delighted he
was that those present should have such faith
in him and for their flattering remarks.
Tom Fordred, the indefatiguable, is again
Honorary Secretary. This election again evoked
rounds of applause.
The Committee is Messrs. Bigg, Hawkes,
Lord, Winstanley and Harry Fordred, with
Captain Tyrell and Captain Vere Collins subject
to the acceptance.
Yours truly is to be the official Dragon notes
writer, with Mr. Jack Buensod again Auditor.

Business over, a shoot was held between a
team of members, and the Margate Rifle Club,
and can those people shoot! Some very fine
shooting was seen, two or three possibles being
seen. Final scores were : Margate Rifle Club,
441 ; Past and Present Association, Margate,
392.

Before the meeting opened on Tuesday,
April 11th, our ViceChairman offered a hearty
welcome to our new Chairman, Major West,
who thanked the members for electing him
and assured them that he would do his utmost
to further the interests of the Branch.

Buff should enrol in the branch. The Territorials
should be encouraged to join. A hearty welcome was
extended to them and he trusted all members to do their
part and give full support and then the branch's progress
was assured.
Letters of apology for absence were read from Captain
K. F. Speakman and Captain R. J. S. Morgan.
Mr. H. Hitch was enrolled as a new member and the
meeting was brought to a close by refreshments served
by Buff host Dick Atkins.
B.E.K.

66

THE DRAGON

After the minutes had been signed the
correspondence was read. From this we learned
we were to play Weald in the next round of the
Darts Competition, and that Ashford were
staging the game. We shall be looking forward
to this, and hope to give a good account of
ourselves. Thank you, Ashford, for your effort.
One member asked if ladies could make the
journey, and the Secretary was asked to
enquire if the Ashford Branch had any
objections. I guess they won't mind. Perhaps
their presence will bring us luck.
It was nice to see some of our old friends
who cannot often be with us, but where are the
others who can come ? Will you please remind
them of the date when you see them ?
Our ViceChairman was asked to attend a
meeting at the Town Hall to hear tentative
arrangements for Festival of Britain cele
brations, and to report at our next meeting.
Our usual collection for Branch Funds was
taken and the meeting closed at 9 p.m.

Firstly it was decided to hold our Annual
Outing on June 10th, 1950, Eastbourne being
the place selected ; calling at Folkestone on
return journey to visit the Folkestone Branch
if arrangements can be made.
Mr. J. Jordan, one of our oldest Buff members,
who has been very ill, was visited by our
Chairman, Major Jackson. We all hope to see
him at our meetings shortly, fully recovered.
Brighton Branch
A poor meeting on Monday, 3rd April, with
only eleven members turning up. In future,
we are accepting the hospitality of R.N. Old
Comrades' Association, to meet on the sea front
at their Club Room on second Fridays. More
members, we hope, will turn up in future,
together with their ladies : if they don't, well,
we might as well pack up. Perhaps some
visitors will attend now we meet on Fridays.
The Secretary had a spot of leave at the
beginning of March and so no notes were
written—the least said about his doings during
the said leave, the better.
Booking is now open for the August 'bus to
Canterbury.

Faversham Branch
The monthly meeting was held as usual at
the British Legion Hall. There was a very
good attendance.
Denmark Branch
at
St.
Hubert's Restaurant with Captain W. M. Iversen in the
The April Meeting was held
Chair. Lieut.Colonel E. L. C. Edlmann attended and has forwarded the following list of those
present:—
Dates in
the British
Buffs unit in which
Army
served
Rank on Demob.
Name
194345
1st, 5th, 9th Battalions
Captain
Juul, A. S. B.
194146
8th Battalion
Sergeant
Tvermose, J.
194548
Depot, H.C.B.T.B.
Lieutenant
Knudsen, K. G.
p
194548
2/Lieutenant
Haxthausen, H. M.
194648
2nd Battalion
Corporal
Jensen, T.
194648
2nd Battalion
L/Corporal
Kriiger, L.
194548
2nd Battalion
Corporal
Hansen, L. S.
194547
2nd Battalion
Private
H j orthLorenzen
194648
2nd Battalion
Private
BjarneLarsen
194548
2nd Battalion
Private
Frederiksen, S. E.
194548
2nd Battalion
Private
Vangstrup, J.
194548
2nd Battalion
Private
Bent Kielsen
194548
East Africa
Corporal
Elgaard, J.
194648
2nd Battalion
Private
HolsteinRathlou
194648
2nd Battalion
Private
Thomsen, J. W.
194648
2nd
Battalion
Private
Andersen, H. G.
194547
5th Battalion
Corporal
Berendt, P.
194648
5th
Battalion
L/Corporal
Werner, J.
194548
2nd Battalion
Corporal
MunchKnudsen, E.
194648
2nd
Battalion
L/Corporal
Schytte, M.
194548
Depot
Private
Steensted
194548
1st Battalion
L/Corporal
Jensen, G,
194548
1st Battalion
Private
Egeberg, O.
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1st Battalion
A S so often in conversa
**tion, so occasionally in
the written word, the topic
of the weather seems as
good a one as any with
which to set this month's
editorial ball rolling. In an
average year the weather in
Khartoum divides itself into
three seasons : the hot, the
rainy and the cold. Last
year, this correspondent un
derstands, the middle season
of those three was con
spicuous by its absence and
we shall, in consequence, be
keeping our fingers madly crossed during June
when the rains are supposed to start. Another
feature of last year was the number of
"haboobs", or duststorms, and the abnormal
length of time that they continued; once
again—though this time in April and May—
we shall be tying our fingers into hideous knots.
March has on the whole been a pleasant month
this year ; with the exception of perhaps four
or five days of blowing sand the days have been
cool and the nights cooler still. In a month's
time. ...

Early in the month the Members of the Sudan
and Khartoum Clubs gave an official welcome
to the Regiment in the form of a Cocktail
Party. The evening was particularly notable
owing to the presence of His Excellency The
Governor General and Lady Howe, to both of
whom many of the officers and all the wives
were introduced. It was a signal honour for
the Regiment to be so warmly and officially
welcomed in this fashion and, to this corres
pondent at any rate, it was a new departure
and a most friendly gesture.
While on the subject of entertainment
mention should perhaps be made here of two
Regimental Guests Nights held during the
month—the first occasions, for many a long
day, on which all the silver was on display
and an almost prewar atmosphere pervaded
the Mess. At the first of these Guests Nights
two of the Royal Air Force and two members
of the H.Q. Staff were invited and the evening
must surely live in the memory of not a few
as being the occasion on which various officers
made the apparently startling discovery that
even Sudanese glass is not proof against a well
directed Sudanese orange. The second, to
which the Kaid, the Assistant Kaid (Brigadier
Scoones), the G.S.O.l (Lieut.Colonel Chance)
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and the A.D.M.S. (Lieut.Colonel Irvine) were
invited, was by comparison a more sombre
affair, though enlivened to some extent by
donkey races all over the Mess Garden.
Administrative Inspections—to dodge from
the absurd to the intense for a moment—have
occupied many people's time and thought
during the month. Readers will be relieved to
hear that at all events two (of the many) objects
of the exercise appeared to have been achieved
when it was learned that Captain Papworth
had been instructed as to the correct method
of making out a cheque, and that the Second
inCommand had at last discovered what an
1187 was.
Mrs. Parry has been the only person to whom
we have had to say au revoir since last time ;
she left by flying boat late one night after the
usual alarums and excursions that so many of
us have come to associate with B.O.A.C.
conducted air travel. Captains Iliffe and
Watts—the latter as Quartermaster—arrived
a few days later, bearing with them various
items of Regimental equipment in the form of
shotguns, flags and Sergeants' Mess tankards.
These two officers had spent far too long on
the journey for their liking and had accom
plished a considerable portion of it on a Nile
paddlesteamer. In these days of air travel
such a mode of transport is not the romantic
affair that it used to be.
As will be discerned from the Company, and
other correspondents' notes, football, hockey
and swimming have continued to be the main
sporting activities during the month. The
Officers have played the Sergeants at football
and hockey, drawing the former and winning
the latter; a short report on both games is
included in the Sergeants' Mess notes. The
Regimental "B" Team (10 men of "D" Company
and "B" Company's goalkeeper) did well in
the InterUnit Hockey Knockout Competition ;
a report on their final against the R.A.F.
appears elsewhere in this issue.
And that phrase reminds this correspondent
that the attention of readers should be drawn
to certain other articles, especially written for
this number of the paper, which come under
the heading of "appearing elsewhere in this
issue" (space, and the Editor, permitting).
"An Escort Duty" tells the story of a trip to
Asmara and back, complete with sketch map
and photographs ; the activities, hopes and
aspirations of the Battalion Fishing Club are
glowingly set out; the ceremony of the
Changing of the Guard at the Palace in
Khartoum is described, as seen through the
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eyes of a young contributor; and a satirical
fantasy entitled "Khartoum, Metropolis of the
Middle East" has been received from "Sphinx".
To all these contributors this correspondent
would like to say a word of thanks, and to add
the hope that, emboldened by their efforts,
they—and others too—will continue to write
in these columns.
We can show a clean bill of health for this
past month with one exception. Major Gray
has had yet another recurrence of an old
muscularcuminternal trouble and at one time
was very far from well. It is good to be able
to record, however, that thanks to some very
severe—and" from all accounts most painful
treatment he is on his feet again, though it
will be some time before he is really fit. His
wife and family have come down from Gebeit
and are now firmly installed in a private house
on a longish lease ; Major Gray will join them
towards the end of April when the first inter
change of Companies at Gebeit takes place.
The Kaid, MajorGeneral Whistler, paid a
short visit to the Battalion right at the end of
the month. It is now common knowledge that
he is, alas, leaving the Sudan in May to take
up Command of a Territorial Division in
England. He will be sadly missed.
And finally, the Sergeants entertained on a
large scale on the night that March went out
and April came in ; they are to be congratu
lated on a most successful evening even though
some of the younger members of the Mess
appeared to be a little uncertain as to their
duties in certain respects. But further ex
perience will soon iron out any little failings
there may have been and prewar standards
will tend to return ; remembering how high
those standards were, they are something well
worth striving for.
And that goes for a lot of things, in the Army
and out of it.
Sergeants' Mess
This month finds us completely settled down in
Khartoum and dispassionately waiting for the hot
weather; the majority of us are now well acquainted
with Khartoum and the surrounding area.
Ignorance of the geographical setup of the place
disappeared after about two weeks (or two pay days),
as did also the material evidence that warrant Pay Days.
One can now hear members giving with complete
confidence reference points with Hythelike precision.
"Well, you know Gordon's Monument—left nine o'clock,
etc., etc.". The currency problem has also been mastered
although one can still see members standing at the
bar muttering to themselves, counting on their fingers
and examining coins of various shapes and sizes. Our

caterer, Sgt. Larry Larkin, stands behind the bar
watching with complete indifference, neither hindering
nor prompting, but eager to serve.
Our Mess is part of a very fine and wellorganised
barracks and we will not attempt to give any detailed
picture; other contributors will doubtless do that.
By hard work on the part of the Mess Caterer, his
Staff and various members the Mess is beginning to be
reminiscent of Stanley, Fan Ling and other habitats.
A very fine lecture by the A.D.M.S. about Khartoum
during the hot weather, its attendant ailments, its
preventions and cures produced the psychological
effect of the admittance into hospital of our Regimental
SergeantMa jor George Faulkner ; probably the R.S.M.
was giving effect to the moral of the lecture, but anyway
he is now as fit as ever and in good trim.
Sports play another large part in the life here and in
this respect we are lucky. The battalion has at its
disposal good football, hockey and cricket grounds, and
our evenings are well occupied. There is also a very
fine swimming pool; an open air cinema adjoins the Mess.
Our sports programme started off with a football
match against the Officers, which ended in a draw, the
Sergeants in this case being very lucky. We would like
to add that in the case of Major Lewis, who played a
stunning game for the Officers, the "too old at forty"
theory was completely squashed. Lieut. Mullins also
played a very fine game and scored the Officers' goal,
which would have done credit to Tommy Lawton.
The Officers' forward line was always dangerous and
their Swift movements kept Ben Lyons and Bill Drury,
who were playing at back, on their toes.
Captain McGrath, at centrehalf, broke up movement
after movement of the Sergeants. Major Morgan was at
his best and narrowly missed scoring on several occasions.
Needless to say th£ Officers and Sergeants enjoyed it.
The Officers very kindly entertained us in the Officers'
Mess after the match.
The next event was again against the Officers, this
time at hockey. But here we were trying to pull off the
impossible. Unless one has played hockey against such
stalwarts as Colonel Parry, Major Grace, Major Lewis
and Captain McGrath and the like, one has no idea.
We fought gallantly but it was notenough. We reorganised
our team at halftime with the object of strengthening our
defence and giving a little vim to the forward line, but
it was of no avail. One would make what one thought
was an opening and then run up against Colonel Parry,
our Commanding Officer, who was playing at back.
And a hit on the body by a hockey ball struck by him
would certainly qualify one for a hospital bed if not a
coffin. Fortunately nothing like this occurred, due to
the Commanding Officer's clever placing of the ball.
Major Grace and Major Lewis were not unlike two
Meteors and trying to stop them was nobody's business.
The Officers' team all round were first class, and although
we lost by 5 goals to 1, it was no disgrace. After the
match we were again invited to the Officers' Mess, and
over a pint of shandy fought the battle anew.
The highliglft of the month rests on our Mess Dance.
It was a huge success. Our guests included the Kaid,
MajorGeneral* Whistler, our Commanding Officer
(Lieut.Colonel Parry), SecondinCommand (Major
Grace), their wives and all Battalion Officers, and
numerous outside guests.
The set up was magnificent and reflected great credit
on C.S.M. "Chalky" White as President of the Enter
tainments Committee and his staff, and also on those
members of the Mess who put in some very fine voluntary
Work. Needless to say a good time was had by all,
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We take this opportunity of congratulating C.Q.M.S.
Baldwin and C.Q.M.S. Webb on their promotion, and
also to congratulate C.S.M. "Roger" Callaway, C.Q.M.S.
"Ted" Miles and O.R.Q.M.S. "Obey" Russell on their
awards of the L.S. and G.C. Medal.
Next month will find us poorer by the loss of our
rolling stone, Tommy Tucker, Sgt. Paddy Mahon, going
home to the emerald isle, Sgt. Clifton Sprigg due home
on vocational training, Sgt. Jephcott on Python, Sgt.
Bill Drury bound for civilian life and last but not least
Sgt. Jimmy Jameson home to join the Red Devils.
We wish them all bon voyage and happy days and hope to
see them again in the not too distant future.
Footnote.—We can find no record of C.S.M. Harpic as
being either T.O.S. or S.O.S. the Battalion.

Hockey
Final of InterUnit Knockout Competition
On Thursday, March 23rd, at the R.A.F. Ground, the
final of the Garrison 11aside Hockey Knockout
Competition was played before a large and distinguished
audience. Among those present were The Kaid, Major
General L. G. Whistler, Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry,
Commanding Officer of The Buffs, and Group Captain
M. G.c Philpott, Commanding Officer of the R.A.F.
THE GAME

From a spectator's point of view, the game was both
exciting and interesting to watch. Both sides were
obviously imbued with a fine team spirit, which
characterised the play throughout.
The R.A.F. won the toss, and decided to play into the
sun. From the start, The Buffs set out to score as fast
as it was possible for them to do so. For the first fifteen
minutes the R.A.F. defence stood up to some very hard
pressure by The Buffs and managed to keep them out.
Time after time it looked as if The Buffs couldn't
possibly fail to score, but goalkeeper Hutchinson and
bis backs managed to hold the fort intact.
FIRST GOAL

After twentyfive minutes of play, F/O. Chase, playing
on the left wing for the R.A.F., cut in with the ball and
managed to score the first goal of the game. Five
minutes later, an infringement in The Buffs circle by
one of their own players resulted in a penalty bully
being awarded against them. F/O. Chase and C/Sgt.
Fagg took the bully. Chase, being an old hand at this
kind of thing, easily beat Fagg by skilfully drawing the
ball back and flicking it into the goal, making the
R.A.F. two goals up.
SCORE FOR THE BUFFS

From tbe bully, The Buffs put on the pressure and
almost on halftime managed to reduce the score. A fine
pass by 2/Lieut. Griffin playing right wing for The Buffs
was a shade too fast for his* other forwards, and resulted
in a 25yard bully. The Buffs quickly got the ball into
the R.A.F. circle and in the m€14e that followed the ball
came out to Major Lewis, who was standing unmarked
and in no uncertain manner he crashed the ball into the
goal to score for The Buffs.
Summing up the play on the first half, a word for the
defence on both sides. Sterling work was put in by
Captain McGrath and Pte. Dowling of The Buffs and
Cpl. Fuller and Cpl. Hutchinson for the R.A.F. There
was a tendency on both sides to clear up the middle of
the pitch. The score at halftime was R.A.F. 2, Buffs 1.
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PENALTY BULLY

The second half opened up with some good hockey,
with wellplaced passes being gathered, no matter how
hard they were hit. The Buffs attacked consistently
and when play had been in progress ten minutes they
were awarded a penalty bully. Cpl. Hutchinson, the
R.A.F. goalkeeper, fell on the ball and prevented a goal
being scored, and the umpire, Q.M.S.I. Spinner, had no
option but to award a penalty bully. It was unfortunate
because it didn't look as if h.3 could get up and so
prevent causing an obstruction. The rules are quite
clear in a case like this. The bully was taken by the
goalkeeper and Major Lewis drew the ball out towards
the edge of the circle and shot to score the second goal
for The Buffs. The game became one of hard hitting
on both sides, no quarter being shown. Both sides had a
fair share of attacking and defending. The R.A.F.
backs, F/Lt. Boardman and F/O. Baiton, played a
steady game and with the help of F/O. Chase, who
seemed to be everywhere, broke up most of Tbe Buffs
attacks. An infringement inside the circle by The Buffs
gave the R.A.F. a penalty corner. From a short pass to
F/O. Shimmons, who stopped the ball, and hit it extremely
hard, another goal was scored for the R.A.F. The Buffs
goalkeeper was unsighted and didn't have a chance to
stop the shot. Twenty minutes of play saw Major Lewis
make a sprint into the R.A.F. circle and be fouled.
This result 3d in another penalty bully being awarded
to The Buffs. The bully was taken by L/Cpl. Morrison
and F/O. Chase. F/O. Chase beat Morrison in the bully
and the game was restarted by a 25yard bully.
FOUR UP

From a long run down the pitch with the ball, F/O.
Shimmons got past The Buffs defence, drew out the
goalkeeper and neatly turned the ball into the goal,
giving the R.A.F. theii fourth goal. The last ten minutes
saw a very determined effort by The Buffs to reduce
and if possible equalise the score, but their efforts were
in vain. The R.A.F. defence held out and it was only
the final finesse of The Buffs forwards that stopped them
from scoring. The Buffs had most of the play but lacked
the scoring ability that the R.A.F. had. The R.A.F.
broke through on occasions and when they did they
mads good use of it.
TEAMS

The gams was expertly umpired by two neutral
umpires, Q.M.S.I.Maltman and Q.M.S.I. Spinner, both
of the Army Physical Training Corps and both qualified
umpires. The teams were as follows :—
THE BUFFS.—Sgt. Gardiner, 2/Lieut. Wright, C/Sgt?
Fagg, Pte. Murphy, Captain McGrath, Pte. Dowling,
2/Lieut. Griffin, Pte. Bridle, Major Lewis, L/Cpl.
Morrison, Pte. Kane.
R.A.F.—Cpl. Hutchinson, F/Lt. Boardman, F/O.
Barton, Cpl. Fuller, L.AX. Rogers, L.AX. Carroll,
F/Lt. Burt, F/O. Shimmons, Cpl. O'Brien, Cpl. Bradley,
F/O. Chase.
A PENALTY BULLY

For the benefit of players and spectators who are
uncertain about what a penalty bully is ^awarded for,
an extract from the Rules is published :—
(a)

A penalty bully shall be awarded to the Opposing
team if in the opinion of the umpire :
(1) There has been an intentional breach of Rule 10
inside the circle by a player of lie defending
team to prevent a goal from being scored ; or
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(2) A goal would probably have been scored had
an intentional breach of Rule 10 inside the
circle not occurred.
In the Games and Sports in the Army—On Suggestions
to Umpires—it is pointed out that it is considered that
umpires in general do not make sufficient use of the
penalty bully, and refer them to the Penalty Bully Rule.

1st Battalion Fishing Club
We were not long in Khartoum before it was made
clear to us that there were two things to which respect
was due—Haboubs (DustStorms) and Nile percn.
Up to the moment of writing this article neither of
them have given us much opportunity of paying homage.
With no regrets about the former, we have, however,
organised an excellent reception committee for the
latter in the form of a Unit Fishing Club. With the
P.R.I.'s assistance* and a small subscription from all
members the club has acquired a fair amount of tackle
and is well and enthusiastically supported.
Although we are fortunate in having the Blue Nile
literally at our doorstep, and we have all had some
pleasant afternoons fishing it, it is at the Jebel Aulia
Dam on the White Nile that the really big fish are to be
caught. As this is some 35 miles away across as many
miles of desert we can only have a go at them at the
weekend, and, according to whether the Government
resthouse is available or not, we either spend the night
hours on comfortable beds, or on the river bank.
So far we have been learning bitter lessons as to the
strength of the tackle required, and it can be truthfully
recorded that one or two really big fish are still growing
bigger as a result.
However, Henderson, Smith and Jeremy Yates have
all landed fairsized fish,, the biggest, but not the most
sought after, was the 70 lbs. Kabaros or catfish caught
by Smith. The most successful method of catching these
monsters is by spinning with dead bait, and to give the
lay readers of these notes an idea of our ambitions, the
bait used is the size of a small mackerel.
Some members of the Sergeants' Mess have devised
other methods, and although they have managed to
keep their caterer well supplied with fish, we feel they
will have to make their peace with Isaac Walton when
they reach the other bank.
As we go to press Pte. Horton reports that he has
found a good reach in the Blue Nile not far from barracks,
and as proof was able to show us two goodsized Bulti
that he caught there this afternoon on 3 x trace and
light rod.
With this encouraging news we close and we hope that
by next month we shall be able to record the capture of
a Nile perch.

"A" Company
In the field of sport this last month the company has
done its best, and results have justified the effort. We
are particularly proud to say that the basketball team
has been unbeaten in all its games, Sgt. Popham, Cpl.
Flannigan and L/Cpl. Bujackowski being the three
leading lights. Waterpolo, too, has been successful, the
company team coming second in the league, being beaten
only once, by "B" Company. However, we feel quite
confident that in a return match we could show them that
we are perhaps better than they realised. On the soccer
field the combined teams of "A" and "B" Companies
has won its last three matches, and should finish among
the leaders of the league. Cpl. Flannigan has been

picked to play for the Combined Services Team,
Khartoum. Well done !
The hockey team has been the only one whose results
are not good. In the league we have lost every match
except one. Nevertheless we all enjoy the game, and
towards the end of the season the team improved beyond
recognition. Captain Papworth's belligerent goal
keeping has been good to watch.
We congratulate Ptes. Mallett, Brown and Dennis on
their appointment to LanceCorporal. Ptes. Lubbi and
Coley have left us for the time being to go on a ten days'
Christian Leadership and Physical Training Course at
Embatalla, in Eritrea. We hope that they enjoy them
selves, and come through with colours flying. We wel
come Cpl. Harrison, who is attached to us from H.Q.
Company, and we hope that his stay with us will be a
long and happy one. We also welcome Ptes. Reed and
Gardiner from H.Q. Company, and Ptes. Wilson, Holt,
Foster and Coley from "D" Company. We shall be very
sorry to lose Pte. Cook (64) and Pte. Heath, who leave us
on the 6th April, 1950 on being R.H.E. Our best wishes
will go with them, and we hope that they will soon settle
down in dear old "Blighty", where sand is found on the
beaches only.

"B" Company
Our main training event during the last month has
been star reclassification. On the whole, shooting was
quite good though it didn't quite come up to C.S.M.
O'Brien's high standard. Most of us managed to com
plete the twomile marchrun in eighteen minutes,
including the two who found it necessary to hang on
to the back of a passing lorry for a few minutes in order
to do so. The Company Commander was completely
exhausted after watching us.
The sixfoot wall took a bit of climbing and not a few
of us were on our knees at the end of the two hundred
yards fireman's carry in full equipment. The swimming
test was the most enjoyable.
A few weeks ago the Commanding Officer gave the
company a "once over" and as there was no adverse
comment we hope he was not dissatisfied with his
inspection. Number six is maintaining its long run as the
best turned out platoon.
The sporting success of the month was the winning of
the Battalion Water Polo League, not due, as 2/Lieut.
Dalgleish would have us believe, to his being the referee.
The other day we had a scratch game of cricket at which
everybody had a go, but none were able to match Cpl.
Lincoln's multiple sixes. Of course, soccer continues to
be a steady favourite with hockey a good second.
There have been several intercompany changes,
most of them due to the battalion reorganisation, and
soon we expect to have a new draft to bring us up to full
strength. By then we should be ready for our Summer
stay at Gebeit in the Red Sea hills where we go at the
end of April and , from where you will hear of us again
next month.

"C" Company
The month of March has passed for us at Gebeit very
quickly. We have not noticed any typical winds , or
hares, and even the madness, at which we hinted in our
last notes does not seem to have reached a more
advanced stage. We wish we could give the picture of
an English Spring. Alas for us there are no daffodils,
for us no primroses—hardly any pansies, come to that.
We have to be content with the sands, the hills and the
sky.

THE DRAGON
During the month we have had to say goodbye to
Major Gray, who has gone to hospital in Khartoum.
We wish him a speedy recovery. Meanwhile, Lieut.
Thorneycroft commands the Detachment.
The Webster Shield Competitions continues always
followed most enthusiastically. No. 8 Platoon and H.Q.
Platoon had a mammoth struggle in the final of the
Soccer. The game ended in a draw, so both teams
shared the points. Even the most ardent of No. 8
Platoon's supporters had to admit that his side was a
little fortunate, to say the least, to avoid defeat. Never
theless it was a grand game—and not uneventful for the
spectators ; for a nigh kick landed uncomfortably close
to Vicki, the ibex, who was following the game intently
on the touchline.
The crosscountry was won by No. 9 Platoon with
No. 7 second. The threemile course was uncomfortable
in the extreme (speaking from personal experience)
with its loose sand and stone, and private A. Nicholls
of the winning platoon ran well to finish first.
No. 7 Platoon defeated No. 8 Platoon in the final of
the cricket by three wickets, thus securing for them
selves the lead in the competition to date. The game
was unusual, with No. 8 Platoon batting first and being
dismissed for 46 runs. Matters looked serious for
No. 7 Platoon at one stage when two wickets fell with the
scores equal, but thanks to Pte. Fuller, who made a
sound 34, victory was ensured. The batting of the other
ten members of tne side was, needless to say, a trifle
uncertain.
The Dragon on the hill is now virtually finished, and
we are sure that everyone is well satisfied with the
result. Ptes. Simpson and McCall have indeed proved
their ability, and their work will forever be a fitting
memorial to The Buffs at Gebeit.
In the meantime we prepare for the arrival of "B"
Company with those precautionary checks of accom
modation store. ("B" Company notes, please copy.)
The batmen are certainly treating their duties with
some method. One has composed an inventory of all
his Officer's belongings from Greatcoats, Army, to
"Stick rest" (later identified as a shooting stick). One
particularly fruity item—a tweed cap of questionable
reservation in design—was recorded as "Hat MT".
Your solution is as good as ours.
44D"

Company

We regret to announce the dissolution of "D"
Company after more than three years' continual
exist snce. The company is due to split up at the end of
this month ; from then on what remains of it will be
turned into Support Company. Major Lewis will
continue as Company Commander and we welcome
Captain Iliffe as 2nd i/c and Carriei Platoon Commander.
The rest of us Will be thrown to the four winds and
should land in other rifle companies. Thus the present
"D" Company will pass into history.
Members of the company going home this month
include Ptes. Wyatt and Stanford, both veteran mem
bers of the battalion, also Ptes. Starr, Tull and Kane.
We wish them all the best of luck.
The hockey season is now drawing to a close. The
company team put up a thoroughly good show last
month by winning seven out of the nine league matches
they played and by reaching the final of the knockout.
The following were regular members of the team
L/Cpl. Morris, Sgt. Giblett, C/Sgt. Fagg, Capt. G. A.
McGrath, 2/Lieut. Griffin, Pte. Wildish, Major P. J.
Lewis, Cpl. Brice, Ptes. Murphy, Dowling, Bridle and
Kane.
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The company football team has been equally success
ful, having won most of their matches. Members of the
team include Sgt. Giblett, Sgt. Lyons, Pte. Green, Cpl.
Brice, L/Cpl. McGonigal and Ptes. Wood, Ford, Wildish,
Smith 65, Tull, Bridle and Downes.
Lastly the company water polo team has made a big
splash (and very little else). In training this month we
have been concentrating largely on shooting and we
hope that many of the company will join other Companies
as marksmen I

Headquarter Company
THE BAND

Opening the notes for March, I find it most difficult
with so much about which to write. But I think I should
open with the way in which we have settled down since
our arrival in Khartoum. The novel change both in
environment and all other respects has worn off, and
I think most of our minds are beginning to wander back
to the days when the city lights of Hong Kong were
always such a relief to eyes that continually focussed
the monstrous panorama of paddyfields and we had
the time to travel from Fan Ling to that luxurious city.
A city where we were able to eat our fill at either the
reputed Sailors and Soldiers Home or at the China
Fleet Club and stare in wonderment—even if our
pockets could not stand the cost to purchase—at the
overcrowded shop windows which were fascinatingly
dressed with from a pin to a refrigerator by those who
knew how—the Chinese.
Yes ! those days are speeding into the distance,
leaving us to start anew and live in reality ! Even
Bekesbourne must thrive on a bigger shopping centre
than there is here in Khartoum—one up for you, Ted !
But settled we are in this camp, which not only offers
Comfort in our barrackrooms but entertainment and
every facility for sport and recreation. Dance Band work
is still predominant, keeping the sevenpiece busy
and the twelvepiece out of mischief! But the military
band isn't idle, being obliged to support the mountings
of the Palace guard each morning, performing at the
Officers' Mess and occasional cocktail parties and
giving our usual concerts—mostly under adverse
conditions at the N. A.A.F.I. Club, Khartoum.
The reed instruments are suffering from the merciless
climate of tbe Sudan, a penalty for the switch from damp
to dry climate. Then again our strength has been
depleted at the most awkward times, when the hospital
list at one time even rose to five !
Our greatest loss at one period was that of our
versatile and much respected L/Cpl. Weatherall (Ted)
when unfortunately he was admitted to hospital with
blood trouble. Maybe we took him for granted before—
but never again. He is indeed a great influence in
confidence over our clarinet section, who nevertheless
do a good job "with apologies" for reeds ! ! But the
obstacles are inevitable and we always override them
somehow, with a few inward misgivings and grumblings
with stolid determination to give first class performance.
Sport—oh, dear ! what has happened here ! Our foot
ball has been illfated and disappointing, also our
hockey, but we did gain the battalion's respect for our
performance against the most reputable team in the
Command, the R.A.F., with whom we managed to
force a draw 0—0 after a fight unexcelled. Let us hope
our achievements at cricket this forthcoming season
under the supervision of the Band Sergeant will show
dividends.
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Bdmn. Watt (known to all as "Boots") recently
arrived from Kneller Hall,* has been causing alarm and
despondency amongst the band with his views on
professional soccer, but I will say the Arsenal are
standing the test. No comments, please ! Keep it up,
Hills ! We need a laugh during moments when it is
difficult to keep one's chinup.
All our minds are now on neutral ground. The soon
to come (quickly we hope) reunion with our families
after not seeing them for over two years. But we are
contented and work is smooth and not unpleasant
under the watchful eye of our most capable and under
standing Band President (Captain ffrenchBlake) and
our Bland Sergeant. So we continue to work, hope and
wish all our readers in whatever remote part of the
world they may be, good cheer and all the best until
next month.
THE DRUMS

At long last we have reached our destination, for which
we have so patiently waited—The Sudan. We again
have taken up our duties with keenness and as our living
conditions are of higher standard it gives us heart.
Sport provided for the Drunds comes almost every
day and so does defeat. Nevertheless they are good
losers and within the next nine months I'm sure if they
keep at it victory will be theirs.
The month of January gave us six new drummers
and one old one—Dmrs. Griffiths, Chambers, Cruse,
Argent, Tattam (the old Drummer) and Spiers. Spiers
(known in the Drums as "Hot Lips", because of his
marvellous tonguing on the bugle) keeps us occupied
at night with his hairraising experiences (Old Soldier).
We sincerely hope that their stay with the Drums is
a long and happy one.
"Missed by all but not forgotten" will be in many
Drummers' hearts next month when D/Major Pattenden
sails across the sea to a new life (Civvy Street). The
Drummers wish him all the success a DrumMajor can
expect.
We have commenced our duties of marching the
Palace guard to and fro daily with a little help from the
Band. Practice comes daily also, and every Drummer
looks forward to hear Dmr. Mitchell, our new bass
drummer, beat that drum with the air of a professional
under the strict supervision of Cpl. Moyes, Drum
N.C.O.
The Star situation in the eyes of Dmr. Sedge is pretty
grim, we all can't stay at Shorncliffe, can we, Sedge ?
Q.M. STAFF

Once again we start our notes by saying goodbye to
two members of the staff, L/Cpl. Edwards, who is taking
over the duties of Battalion Post Corporal, ^ and Pte j
Gouge, who is going home on completion of a "Python"
tour.
This month we welcome into the fold Captain (Q.M.)
E. H. F. Watts, who has arrived from England to take
over the duties of Quartermaster; and Pte. Williams,
fresh from the "I" Section. The latter has taken over
from L/Cpl. Bryant, Expendatory Stores Clerk. We
hope that their stay with us will be both long and
pleasant.
We wish to congratulate Cpl. Bednell and L/Cpl.
Adams (R.E.M.E.) on their promotion to Sergeant;
also Pte. Mullis on his appointment to LanceCorporal—
he is taking over the job of Sanitation N.C.O. from
L/Cpl. Edwards.

Oh the football field we have upheld the iiame of
Adm. Athletic by defeating the Signals twice 6—1 and
3—0, Mortars 5—2 and "D" Company 6—3. Unfortun
ately, we were defeated by the Drums 2—1 and H.Q.
Company 3—2. We hope to turn out a cricket team in
the near future, when we will be able to take on all
comers.
Every morning now, at 0630 hours, the staff can be
seen climbing ropes, jumping walls, and carrying a man
200 yards, all hoping that they will pass and therefore
qualify for their five stars. Unfortunately it will not be
possible for Ptes. Williams and Harris to qualify as they
are National Servicemen and will not be in the Army
long enough, unless of course they sign on ?
In closing these notes, I am joined by all members of
the staff in wishing all the best to all exmembers of the
staff, wherever they may be.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

We have not been content to mind our passes—only
this month Corporal Harrison blithely agreed to draw a
few W.T. diagrams for Sgt. Fusco and immediately
deserted for "A" Company. Now the office is piled high
with diagrams of foresights, targets, figure targets and
Piat bombs. Cpl. Harrison does, however, drop in on his
way back from swimming, to see how we are progressing.
Last week, just at the time when we are besieged with
Civilian Passes and Pay Sheets, Stepney had the sad
grace to go into hospital. Today, when all is quiet and
little work is in progress, he announces his intention of
ending his holiday and emerging  from retirement.
These young soldiers !
POLICE

The Regimental Police continue as ever—if possible
in even larger numbers, under the omniscient Sgt.
Smissen. Cpl. Cairns seems to be rather engrossed in
the mastry of his jeep, presumably for lightning raids in
Khartoum. Cpl. Howard, I am told, has confined his
activities to Policeman Chase, whose head be in
advertently battered in on a Police Patrol at the dead
of night.
BATMEN

The Batmen remain in hiding near the Officers' Mess,
emerging only for meals and occasionally First Parade.
"Titch" Bailey is much in demand at the moment, as
P.E. Tests are being carried out. One test is, of course,
carrying a man two hundred yards, fireman's lift.
I am happy to say that I have obtained Bailey as a
partner, bless him.
P.R.I.
The P.R.I, are (we hope) busy buying sports gear
from our monthly subscriptions. Certainly a large
number of bright shirts have appeared on the football
field lately. They may ever encourage us sufficiently to
defeat the Dhobi Wallahs sometime. But what about a
basket ball for B.H.Q. ?
Congratulations to Grogan, the P.R.I. Clerk, on bis
appointment to LanceCorporal last week.
EDUCATION

Battalion Education is now gathering momentum
under the direction of Sgt. Gurney, Cpls. Scott and Bird
and of course L/Cpl. Nicholson. There are still many
difficulties to be encountered, particularly over text
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books. The work must be very hard indeed, for L/Cpl.
Nicholson, constantly reiterates and he bemoans the
fact while in the horizontal position on his bed. The
approaching Army Exams, should give fresh matter for
proof of his statements.

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

This month will be remembered by the Orderly Room.
A Documentation Team has just finished visiting the
battalion, and for a week before arrival we were all
busily engaged in preparing documents and records for
this dreaded occurrence.
However, all's well that ends well, and though the
final report is not yet known, the Orderly Room Staff
rests upon its laurels.
Several times we have had to standto and repel
boarders, Who attacked our den armed to the teeth
with various screed, scripts, scrolls and scraps which
must be sen to as soon as possible !
The O.R.Q.M.S. still finds time to play soccer and
hockey. C/Sgt. Webb gives us the old tale about the
size of the one that got away. The other clerks, after
being knocked into soldiers once again on P.E. Tests
and working for the best part of the day, are much
fatigued for any kind of active pleasures, so spend their
leisure on their "fourlegged chariots". The weather is
becoming hotter, so I must stop scribbling before
perspiration ruins this little chapter and valuable time
be wasted in rewriting it.

M.T. SECTION

Nothing much has happened since our last Dragon
notes were written, including a fortnight's trip to Asmara
in Eritrea for Sgt. Marsh, Ptes. Hunt, Childs, Gentle,
Ruddom and Chapman. Notes are written elsewhere in
this month's issue of The Dragon so I won't bother to
relate any further tales. I might add, however, that the
alreadymentioned drivers and Tech. Sergeant are
eagerly looking forward to another trip. They wish to
thank Major de Vaur, District Commissioner, Asmara,
for his hospitality.
During the last four weeks, Pte. Evenden, a new
comer to the platoon, has passed his driving test and is
now trying for his flying licence. He should get it all
right if sixfoot walls are anything to go by.
Pte. Chapman has left Khartoum to take up his post
as i/c Transport at Port Sudan. All the best, Ging!
This leaves L/Cpl. Hardy, our very able V.M., as the
heaviest heavyweight.
The local hospital is taking quite a toll on the M.T.
Platoon, for Sgt. Marsh, L/Cpl. McLean, Ptes. Watson
and Seal aire all in "dock", but we sincerely hope they
all make a swift recovery.
We are engaged in the early hours of the mornings with
Physical Endurance Tests and so far the platoon is
doing quite well, though we have some doubts about
some of the seniors. During the next week we are
playing the Signals Platoon at Soccer. It is hoped that
eventually we will have as good a team as when we were
in the "Shangri La" of barracks Stanley Fort.
To sum up these notes, on behalf of the platoon
I wish C.S.M. Champion every success on his course
and a very enjoyable leave.
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SIGNAL PLATOON

This month started off well with the reclassification
exam. We all had our hearts in our mouths but when
the results came through from Royal Signals we were
happy to see that the lads came through with flying
colours. Especially to Alan Morris and Bill Dorey do we
extend our congratulations, for this was their first
classification. They were most annoyed there were
no crossed flags to be had !
We hardly like to mention the football as we lost both
matches, but next month we will wipe this ghastly stain
from our—up till now—impeccable record. In the basket
ball line, however, we note that out of innumerable
games we lost only one—to "A" Company. That, too,
will be rectified next month.
We are working frantically, hurling ourselves over six
foot walls, leaping into the swimming pool and doing
two lengths with abandon, in an earnest endeavour to
retain our stars. At the moment of going to press we
are seeing stars ! !
A fatigue something new in the Signals is the digging
of the Burri Grenade Range. For those who intend
making navvying their civvy trade, this is an oppor
tunity not to be missed. It is hot work—but of course,
tropical climes are not new to us !
It is with regret, for we must be polite, that we will
bid farewell in April to "Isca" Wright, George Stremes
and Oily Hibburd. We hope that they find "Blighty"
gives them plenty of scope for their various talents.
MORTAR PLATOON

Well, here we are once again, lads* the one and only
Mortar Platoon. This time to give you some good news
about one of our members. Alas, lads ! it's Cpl. Proud.
His name has at last appeared in Battalion Orders for
his Python. He will be leaving on the April boat, which
means he will be well on the way by the time this is in
print. We all wish him bon voyage. He will be missed
immensely by all of us, especially his tune of "Plink,
plonk on Ted Watts' plonk, plink". Two more of our
members have returned to duty companies. They are
Ptes. Prosser and Peters, who seem to be settling down
alright. Pte. Puttock is transferred to H.Q. Company
Stores as Storeman. To all these we say "All the best"
and don't forget us.
Pte. Gwilliams seems determined to get through his
third class, as he is studying Zoology in real life. During
the past four weeks he has entertained a couple of dogs,
a cat, and a couple of pigeons. The pigeons had
apparently come to stay, so a nesting box was made
and placed on the verandah. Last week it was found
that they have laid two eggs, so now we are all awaiting
the happy event very eagerly.
Sgt. Noy is at the moment acting C.S.M. for H.Q.
Company while C.S.M. Champion returns to "Blighty"
for a five weeks' course.
This week, after a very long wait, we draw up our
mortars. Some of us had forgotten that we were
supposed to have mortars, and even what they looked
like. Cpl. Ellis, at the time of drawing them up, was
seen to look at some twoinch mortars and mutter under
his breath, "Gosh, they've changed a great deal since
I last saw them". Later he realised his mistake.
Seriously though, I think everyone was glad to see them
arrive, which means we can get down to some "E.M.D.".
Now this must be all for now, but remember to get
the following month's Dragon and read some more about
"The Mortars".
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Sergeants' Mess

Once again we start our notes by saying goodbye to
two members of the staff—L/Cpl. Edwards, who is
taking over the duties of Battalion Post Corporal and
Pte. Gouge, who is going home on completion of a
"Python Tour". This month we welcome into the fold
Captain (Q.M.) E. H. F. Watts, who has arrived from
England to take over the duties of Quartermaster ;
and Pte. Williams, fresh from the "I" Section. The
latter has taken over from L/Cpl. Bryant, expendable
stores clerk. We hope that their stay with us will be
both long and pleasant. We wish to congratulate Qpl.
Bednell and L/Cpl. Adams (R.E.M.E.) on their pro
motion to Sergeant; also Pte. Mullis on his appointment
to L/Cpl. He is taking over the job of Sanitation N.C.O.
from L/Cpl. Edwards.
On the football field we have upheld the name of
Adm. Athletic by defeating the Signals twice, 6—1
and 3—0 ; Mortars 5—2 ; and "D" Company 6—3.
Unfortunately we were defeated by the Drums 2—1
and H.Q. Company 3—2. We hope to turn out a cricket
team in the near future, when we will be able to take on
allcomers.
Every morning now, at 0630 hours, the staff can be
seen climbing ropes, jumping walls and carrying a man
200 yards, etc., all hoping that they will pass and there
fore qualify for their five stars. Unfortunately it will
not be possible for Ptes. Williams and Harris to qualify
as they are National Service men and will not be in the
Army long enough, unless of course they sign on.
In closing these notes I am joined by all members of
the staff in wishing all the best to all exmembers of the
staff wherever they may be .

Priority news this month is the wedding of Sgt. C.
Edwards, which took place at St. Martin's Church on
Wednesday, 22nd March. On this very special occasion
a large number of Past and Present members of The Buffs
attended the service, and the lovely old church of St.
Martin's was filled to capacity with friends and relations
of the bride and bridegroom. It was a colourful wedding
with the bride and bridesmaids surrounded by man}7
uniformed guests in blue and khaki, and to add a final
touch to this setting, L.Cpl. Willett of the Depot Staff,
and Sgt. Lott of 415th Battalion T.A., arrived in 1914
Ceremonial Dress, and were photographed with the
bridal group of the steps of the church. The reception
was held in the N.A.A.F.I., Chaucer Barracks, and was
attended by about 150 guests, after which Sgt. and Mrs.
Edwards left for a honeymoon at Paignton in Devon.
We wish them both a very happy future.

Beneath Bell Harry
|V|AJORB. H. Craig
* * assumed
com
mand of the Depot on
April 1st. His family
made a safe journey
from Ireland and are
now installed in the
married quarter near
est to the Officers'
Mess.
We are indeed sorry
that Captain Blaxland
has had such bad luck
over the sticks. After
a period in Ashford
Hospital he has been
recuperating under the parental roof at Norwich
but together with "Flighty Thought" has now
returned to the fold. We look forward to their
combined successes at Folkestone and Wye in
May.
Major N. T. Bailey, from Hong Kong, paid
us a visit before going on leave and Major L. J.
Williams, also from Hong Kong, spent a
weekend of exploration before going on leave.

Social life is running much the same as last month ;
the whist drives are still very popular and wellattended.
Sunday nights are ably supported by Honorary Members
and very pleasant evenings had by all. With better
weather on its way (we hope ?), a wider scope of social
activities is expected. Coach parties to various shows at
Folkestone have already commenced, and these should
become more numerous as the days lengthen.
The Games Tournament mentioned in our last letter
has now reached a successful and popular conclusion.
The finals night took the form of a social evening at which
the Officers of Regimental Headquarters were invited,
and was wellattended by Past and Present Members.
Competition nerves played a great part in the final stages,
but all games were very keen and popularly received.
Winners in the matches were : Snooker : Mr. Randerson ;
Billiards—Mr. Reynard ; Darts—Mr. Tritton. On the
points sytem, Mr. Tritton was an easy winner with
27 points, having been in each of the three finals.
Sgt. Laker and Mr. Randerson tied for second place with
15 points each, and Sgt. Laker made a very sporting
gesture by standing down in favour of the Honorary
Member. To wind up a pleasant games evening, Mr.
Kennett (our Bert) presented a spoon to the Mess for
the serving members' dart league. This we have
christened the "Kennett Dart Spoon". Thanks, Bert,
we like the gesture. Needless to say, "Lofty" Shaw will
be the first name on the spoon, but he will have to look
out in the next round, the R.S.M. and Jim Laker are
running very close.
Lofty is still doing a great job in the Mess, and his
motto seems to be "there's never a dull moment". He
is looking for a few "bods" to assist in the gardening,
and has been heard trying to convince the the R.S.M.
of the great advantages of digging as a healthy exercise.
The draw for the Grand National proved both popular
and successful, and Eddie had a pleasant surprise on
returning from his honeymoon to find he had drawn
"Wot No Sun". Another draw has already commenced
for the 1951 Derby, and the "flop box" is once again in
great demand.
In closing, we would like to wish Sgt. Fox the very
best of luck on his return to the rigours of civilian life.
We shall miss "Wobbler" on the sports field. He played
a good game, and although in the "over 40" class, he
can still show the "youngsters" a trick or two with the
hockey stick Good luck, "Wobbler" and we hope to see
you many more times in the future.

4th Battalion
T^HIS month we are very
* pleased to welcome Lieut.
Klean, who has joined "A"
Company at Margate, and
hope he will enjoy his stay
with the Battalion.
On 24th March the Com
manding Officer and 2 i/c,
together with the Adjutant
and several Company Com
manders, made a journey to
Bury St. Edmunds from
where they were taken to
look at the camp area. The
stay in Bury St. Edmunds
was full of variety, the more
especially when it fortunately became known
that the Adjutant had won a sweepstake on
the Grand National. He has now decided not
to enter any more such lotteries as they prove
too expensive.
The camp area is certainly good from the
training aspect and providing the weather is
kind to us we should have a good stay there.
The nearest Inn being a distance of five miles
from the camp, the "Landlord" is hoping to
more than double his normal takings in the
Officers'Mess.
&
On 30th March we had our second officers'
training evening. Unfortunately, Major Proctor
was unable to attend owing to an attack of
bronchitis. We hope he has by now quite
recovered.
After the training we had a very good supper
in the Depot Officers' Mess where we were
immediately confronted with the "Landlord"
selling "badges and buttons". Our next Mess
Bills are therefore awaited with interest.
We hope Captain Watts has now at long last
completed his journey to the 1st Battalion and
is enjoying life in Khartoum. We are still
hopefully awaiting the return of Major Williams
from Hong Kong. It is rumoured that he is
due to arrive, in this country around Easter.
Meanwhile, Major Ricketts continues to carry
the heavy burden of both the Depot and
ourselves with great success.
H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
Our serial of the past few months has now reached its
completion and on Wednesday, 22nd March Sgt.
Edwards finally "took the plunge" and married Miss
Daisy Jarmin in St. Martin's Church, Canterbury.
We must say that Sgt. Edwards did not require the
scort to ensure his attendance at the church, he took it
"like a lamb" and ended his glorious days of bachelor

dsmquite willingly;
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The church was full to its capacity with friends of the
bride and groom and among the many guests we noticed
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. G. E. F. Oliver, Major and Mrs.
J. T. R. Prestige, R.S.M. Moody, R.S.M. and Mrs.
Hurley, R.Q.M.S. Wells, O.R.Q.M.S. Kennard, C.S.M.
Tidey and Sgts. Laker, Bell, Sherman, Lott and Hoare.
The choral ceremony over and the register signed,
the strains of the wedding march were heard and the
happy couple walked slowly down the aisle to be greeted
at the church door by a battery of cameras. Flanking
the church door was a Guard of Honour provided by Sgt.
Lott of the 4th Battalion and L.Cpl. Willett of the
Depot. This Guard of Honour was in the full pre1914
uhiform and the splash of colour added lustfe tb the
occasion. The sun shone on the happy p?it and we
hope that the sun remains shining all the rest of their
married life.
The reception was held in the Chaucer N.A.A.F.I.
and after the toast to the bride and groom, many
telegrams of congratulations were read by the Com
manding Officer. After the reception the bride and
groom left for a honeymoon in Devon.
We haven't seen "Eddie" since that day, so we cannot
say whether the "cares of matrimony" have weighed
heavily on him or whether the forehead is higher or
lower.
During the month we have seen two new members
attested, Ptes. Beck and White. Pte. Beck is an old
"Terrier" and served during the war in the Royal
Fusiliers. Pte. White comes to us from the 9th Battalion.
We welcome them both and wish them a long and happy
stay with us.
Sgt. Sherman ha s once again decided to have a rest and
left the company in the tender care of the C.Q.M.S.
for a couple of weeks. He has now returned full of vim
and vigour after his holiday, and ready for the fray once
more.
Normal training activities occupied most of the
month but we did have a change on Sunday, 19th March
when we had a go at firing the Piat. For the first time
of firing for most of us we didn't do so bad and smashed
a couple of targets.
Finally we would like to congratulate Sgt. Thatcher
on his elevation to the Sergeants' Mess. He is taking over
the duties of Provost Sergeant.

"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
Our doubts, misgivings and fears may now be put
aside for Major Taylor has returned from his Swiss
holiday looking remarkably fit and well. The nursery
slopes must have been kinder to him this year than they
were last.
The highlight of the month was the Officers' Territorial
Ball, a full report of which will no doubt appear on other
pages.
Sgt. Gabriel attended the dance in prewar reds and
sounded several bugle calls in first class style. It added
a real military note and also a touch of colour to the very
attractive and gay scene.
A most enjoyable evening was also spent in the
company of the local platoon of W.R.A.C. when they
entertained the Shorncliffe Platoon of W.R.A.C. at
Margate. We must, however, claim some of the praise
and success of the local lasses on the miniature range,
for the opposition was both good and keen, and we feel
sure that but for our expert coaching the result might
have been a little different.
Entertaining "S" Company at Ramsgate last night,
the 27th, we did remarkably well to hold them to a draw

at shooting (3 wins each) and inflicted a heavy defeat
upon them at darts, the result being 5 games to 1 in our
favour. A very pleasant evening which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
We offer a very sincere welcome to Lieut. Klean, who
has joined the Margate Detachment, and to Pte. Green,
recently attested for Sandwich.
To Pte. King we offer congratulations on the excellent
results he obtained at the School of Cookery and although
results are not to hand, we feel sure that Cpl. Hurlow
did well at Warminster.
Cpl. Adams of Sandwich detachment has decided to
return, to the Regular Army and although we shall miss
aim greatly we; wish him all success. Latest reports are
that he has only to pass the doctor before acceptance.
With his previous nursing knowledge and the recent
lectures given by Sgt. Hellis this should not cause him
any bother at all.
To Major Neville we offer our best wishes for a speedy
recovery from a bout of 'flu.
In conclusion, we would also like once again to expreiss
our thanks to Major Neville for the tremendous amount
of work he has done fpr this company for as w 3 go to
press he has only just managed to shake off the burden
of the Canteen Accounts.

"S" Company (Ashford, Cranbrook & Tenterden)
The company training made satisfactory progress
during the month, and though there has been no
accretion to our numbers, attendances have averaged
over 85%.
The platoon at Ashford was visited this month by the
Brigadier, who watched the antitank detachment at
drill, and seemed to be favourably impressed with their
standard of training.
This detachment attended the shoot at Lulworth, and
although scoring a possible, and bring commended on
their outstanding smartness, only managed to achieve
a third place—the mathematics by which this result was
achieved appear to be unorthodox, and are being
investigated.
We were able to take over nearly a full strength
company to "A" Company at Ramsgate, where we drew
in the shooting match but were heavily defeated at
darts. However, as we feel that the former weapon is
the more potent for the modern warfare, we are not
discouraged.
Captain U. H. B. Alexander attended the weekend
exercise at Stanford, where the training area for the
summer camp was inspected.

"B" Company (Whitstable and Heme Bay)
The month ends with "B" Company feeling very
pleased with itself, for the defeat of "D" on the miniature
range at Whitstable has enabled the company to carry
off the battalion shooting trophy, a feat which is
particularly satisfying in view of the fact that we are
the smallest company in the battalion. We did not
have everything our own way, however, as "D" Company
fielded a first class team and the high scoring was a
feature of the evening. Our dart team was soundly
defeated by their opposite numbers and we prefer not to
reflect on our position in the darts league.
A film show was held during the month and we had a
large and interested audience, including members of the
various cadet forces. It is whispered that our P.S.I,
showed such professional skill at handling the projector
that a talent scout has signed him up for J. Arthur Rank,
Ltd.
At the beginning of the month, three of our N.C.O.'s
attended a training day at Canterbury and we under
stand that they had both a pleasant and instructive day.
<4D"

Company (Folkestone)

On 16th March the company were disappointed not to
beat "B" Company in the Shooting Competition, but
both teams put up a very good show and we were just
beaten by the better shooting of the "B" Company
team.
During the month we were very sorry to lose Sgt.
Faulkner, A.C.C., who transferred to a Searchlight Unit
in the London area, but we have been pleased to welcome
Pte. Chidwick of the 1st Vattalion and Ptes. Shopland
and Barnes as recruits.
On Sunday, 2nd April the antitank gun team went on
the brigade antitank gun shoot at Lulworth and in
two competitions our team came second. This was a
satisfactory result and one of the team, Pte. Pond, was
particularly congratulated by the directing staff.
Next month we are expecting Lieut. Lees to visit us
and lecture on Signal Training, and we are hoping, now
that Summer is approaching, to continue our Sunday
mprning trailing outdoors,
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Beneath Bell Harry
C~^NCE again we are
v embarked
on an
English summer, and
this one threatens to
be far more treacher
ous, in the best English
tradition, than its pre
decessor. Indeed, it is
difficult to realise, as
the cold autumnal
mist descends on us,
that cricket weeks and
their attendant act
ivities will soon be
upon us.
Thwarted from further endeavours by the
probing of officialdom, "Flighty Thought" is
now at grass. Although he has put us on the
carpet three times, he has given us a good run
for our money and is still spruce enough to
make amends as a 13 year old.
We were very glad to have Colonel F. W. B.
Parry staying with us for a week. The Colonel
was in fine fettle and was able to renew
acquaintances with many old friends whom he
had not seen since leaving Canterbury for Hong
Kong in January, 1948.
Dr. P. Baker has also paid us a brief visit.
He is off to Southern Rhodesia next month,
where he is taking up an appointment. We wish
him the best of luck in his new endeavour.
Lieuts. C. Hamilton and J. Webber have also
paid us visits. Both are budding parachutists
and seem to be thriving on the life.
We were most pleased to receive a visit from
Captain J. P. MacDowell of the Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada. Captain MacDowell was on a
business visit to England and came down to
Canterbury especially to call on The Buffs.
We hope that one day we shall be able to
receiprocate his call.
The Regimental Headquarters was repre
sented by Officer Commanding, Depot, at the
Memorial Service to all ranks who died in the
Burma Campaign held in Westminster Abbey
on May 11th. It was a most impressive cere
mony during which Lord Louis Mountbatten
handed over a book of life to the Dean and
Chapter for dedication and safe keeping until
such time as the Memorial Chapel in Rangoon
Cathedral is ready for its reception. This book
must contain the names of many Buffs,
especially those who died when on Service with
the 2nd Battalion towards the end of the war,

The Book of Remembrance will be on view
in the Pyx Chamber in the East Cloister between
the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. (Sundays
excepted) until the War Memorial Chapel in
Rangoon Cathedral is ready for its reception.
Sergeants' Mess
We have been honoured by a short visit of Lieut.Gen.
Sir Gerald W. R. Templer, CommanderinChief Eastern
Command. His short tour included a visit to the W.O.s'
and Sergeants' Mess, in which he showed considerable
interest.
Drafts arriving home are now increasing in numbers,
and we have recently had the following in the Mess!
C.S.M. Mawson (looking very fit) was with us for a few
days prior to proceeding on leave, C.S.M. Kemp joined
us from M.E.L.F. and is now attached to 4/5 Battalion,
The Buffs (T.A.), C.S.M. Champion arrived from 1st
Battalion and is now having a spot of leave, prior to
joining a Guards Drill Course at Caterham. Among the
Sergeants we have seen CliftonSprigg and Jameson,
who are now on leave. They arrived during a Social
Evening and were soon settled into the fun and games.
Sgt. Tye returned from leave and is now proceeding to
Colchester on a temporary posting.
We have also seen more of Bandmaster Foster, also
his successor, Bandmaster Sharpe. "Doc" is now on
the high seas en route for Hong Kong on his new civil
appointment and he takes with him our very best
wishes for a successful future. Bandmaster Sharpe
should now be on his way to Khartoum and we take
this opportunity of wishing him bon voyage and a long
and happy appointment with The Buffs.
The main social event recently held was the W.O.s'
and Sergeants' "At Home" to all families. It was well
attended, and although most of the children were too
young to carry out the programme of games laid on,
the social went very well. The Ladies' Advert. Spotting
was quite popular and won by Mrs. Sherman and Miss
Heather Laker. The two adverts, which caught out
many of the ladies were "Knight's Castille" and
"Wolsey". Several marked the latter as "Guinness".
The Men's Quiz was won by Cpl. Newman and Pte.
Raine, who both gave 10 correct answers to 12 questions.
Much amusement was caused in the Ladies v Men at
"Passing the Matchbox" and "Blow Football". However,
honours were even, and the ladies took the chocolate.
Sunday night socials and the fortnightly Whist Drives
are running very well, and these evenings give fine
opportunities of meeting both old and new Buffs. We
are now looking forward to Albuhera Day, and prepar
ations are being made to keep alive the Regimental
tradition for 16th May.
The following list shows the Units to which recent
arrivals from 1st Battalion, The Buffs, have been
posted :—
H.Q., Home Counties District, Shorncliffe.—Ptes.
Maxted, Avis, Herbert, York and Steer.
H.Q., Eastern Command, Hounslow.—Ptes. Delaney
and Morgan.
School of Infantry, Warminster.—Pte. Powell.
22 Married Families Camp, Folkestone.—Ptes. Luck
and Lewis.
Stanford Range Party, Norfolk.—Pte. Tritton.
18 W.O.S.B. (085), Lingfield.—Ptes. Ruffle, Wright and
O'Leary.
4th Battalion, The Buffs (T.A.), Canterbury.—Pte. Horn,
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CAPTAINS— continued.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

iRice, N. D
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E.
Parry, F. W. B.

T/Brig.,
T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
1st Bn.
MAJORS

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Bruce, E. P. C, M.C.
G S.O.2, Home Counties Dist.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ... T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
Parry, R. F., M.C
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ... T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn., K.A.R.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Depot
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.F. T/Lt.Col. G.S.O.l. Hamburg District,
T/Col. G.S. War Office.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R
... 1st Bn.
Q Branch, War Office.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
DAAG. Div. H.Q., Hong Kong.
Harris St. John, B. J.
1st Bn.
Lewis, P. J
Bailey, N. T.
l.R.W.K.
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. ... T/Lt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Rawlings, A. C.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
Hofley, B. M.
Ministry of Supply.
May, J. F. Fitz G
Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Leave.
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... Chinese Training Unit, Hong Kong.
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1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
32 Sqn. R.A.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj. G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q.Land Forces, Hong Kong
T/Maj., G.S.O.2 (Training) H.Q.B.T.A.
Depot.
G.S.O. 3. E. Africa Command.
T/Maj., 3rd. Bn. Parachute Regt.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H Q, S. Comd.
T/Maj., 1st Bn.
Course U.K.
G.S.O., 3 G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.

Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N.D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins. H. A.
Supernumerary.

Unit or Appointment

Name

Unit or Appointmen

Name

1/8/46.
5/12/45.

... G.S.O.3., S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.LF.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F M.B.E.'T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office
Staff, H.Q. Br. Tps., Austria.
Nash, J. P
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.
1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
IstBn.
Hadshar, G
... IstBn.
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... IstBn.
Dent, J. E
... IstBn.
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
Marshall, F
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
... T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Dubois, G. E, M.C....
Dickson.
Critchley, L. P.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

LIEUTENANTS.

Peckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. E.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, L. M.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Griffin, C.J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.

...
...
...
...
...
2ND LIEUTENANTS.
... 1st Bn.
... IstBn.
... IstBn.
... IstBn.
... IstBn.
... 1st. Bn.

Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
West C. T. F.
Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L. JM M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.

4th Bn. Nigera Regt., W. Africa.
IstBn.
IstBn.
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
l.R.W.K.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
1st Bn.
H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
l.R.W.K
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
l.R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS.

... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Maj. (Q.M.) 4/5th Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.) 1st Bn.

4/5th Battalion
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL.

Oliver, G. E. F.f D.S.O.
Hews., G. R. D„ M.C. ,T.D.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne. P. A.. M.C.
Coffins, H. A. (Adjt)/
Tilleard, J.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Neville, F. G„ M.C.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B.
Balding, C. E. E.

MATORS.
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LLHUTFNAN'IS.

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean. P. H.
MEDICAL OFFICER.

Major J. R. Hamerton, O. St. J., T.D., (R.A.M.C.).
CHAPLAIN.

Major The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A.
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Personalia
D RIGADIER N. D. Rice has returned home
*Hrom Singapore and is on leave.
Captain E. G. Cox is now G Training at

G.H.Q., FARELF, Singapore. His opposite num

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA
LEROS
GERMANY

ber at Landforces, Hong Kong, is Captain
Crichton, and at Malaya District, Captain F.
Heaney of the Cheshire Regiment, who served
with 70th Buffs during the late war. Captain
"Joe" Worth, who now holds a Regular com
mission in the Wiltshire Regiment, formerly a
Buff and Airborne, is a G.3 Intelligence at
Singapore. We hope he still carries a supply of
files under his arm as was his wont when at the
Depot.
Captain Cox lunched with Brigadier Rice
before his departure for home and has also, at
Easter, paid a visit to John Price, late 1st
Battalion, on his rubber estate at Johore.
Captain Price was in great heart and most
anxious to hear the latest regimental news.
At the time of going to press thirtyone
members of the Dragon Club have warned in
for the dinner on June 7th. It is hoped that the
76 members to whom circulars have been sent
and from whom no reply has yet been received,
will forward their decisions at a very early date.

EGYPT

ITALY

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA
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On May 5th, Liberation Day in Denmark,
Lieut.Colonel E. L. C. Edlmann laid a wreath
on behalf of the Colonel and all ranks of The
Buffs at the Freedom Memorial Cemetery,
Copenhagen. A wreath was also laid by Ole
Lippman, on behalf of the Denmark Branch,
Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
We hear from Mrs. Hyslop that her son
Richard de Lancy Walters has recently entered
Malvern.
Mr. L. de Vroome, late 6282404, has become
a civilian after 26 years in the Regiment. He
has obtained a Civil Service post with the R.A.F.
and is living near Bewdley in Worcestershire.
We are glad to have heard from Mr. A. B.
Erichsen, M.M., Aarosundvej, 57 Haderslev,
Denmark, whose regimental number was
6280440. He enlisted in 1915, taking part in the
191418 War. Subsequently he reenlisted for
seven and five years, being discharged in 1927.
He is a Life Member of the Association.
We offer our sympathy to Mr. W. Blizzard
(Old Tom) on the death of his wife, which
occurred on April 18th).
We regret to record the death of Mr. C.
Atkins, late 5749 Private, 2nd Battalion. He
was a Life Member of the London Branch.
For many years he had been living at Folke
stone.
We regret to record the death of William
George Curtis, formerly 6278105 Sergeant,
which occurred at Mansfield, Notts. He was a
life member of the Association and a member
of the Canterbury Branch, where for many years
he resided.
Greetings
From 1/Buffs to Secretary, Past and Present
Association, The Buffs.
Albuhera Day greetings to all members from
all ranks 1/Buffs.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
BIRTH

Howard.—On 8th April, 1950, at Portslade,
Sussex, to Dorothy (nee Fossy), wife of
W. L. Howard, a brother for Raymond
Clifford Michell.
Continued on page 82.

Obituary
5749 C. Atkins
^THE death of Tommy Atkins is a sad loss
* of another of the Old Brigade. "Tommy",
as we knew him by best, was one of the most
kindhearted Buffs if has been my pleasure to
know. He enlisted when the 2nd Battalion waS
stationed at Brighton in 1898, and on the out
break of the South African War in 1899,
proceeded overseas with the 5th Mounted
Infantry, of which "F" Company of the Regi
ment formed an integral part. He was badly
wounded at Bothaville on the 6th November,
1900, and entirely lost the use of his right arm.
He was a staunch member of the London
Branch, which he joined at its beginning.
Tommy served for over 30 years as a Messenger
at the War Office and on his retirement, and
after he lost his wife, settled in Folkestone.
He had been ill for a long time on and off, and
died on Sunday, 30th April last. He was
cremated at Charing. The London Branch sent.
a wreath and the funeral was attended by his
very old friend Billy Everitt, who with his wife
used to spend a holiday with Tommy each year
—they travelled down from London. Tommy
was 73 years of age. So passes another find old
Buff who had served his regiment well, and his
death will be very deeply felt by his large circle
of old pals.
J.E.E.
Bandsman W. A. Veale, l/5th (191418) Bn.
Arthur Veale, affectionately known as
"Snowey", enlisted in the 5th Battalion at
Ashford in Kent, where he was wellknown in
that district. He was in "E", later to form part
of "D" Company, and left Sandwich for Kampte
in the Central Provinces of India, on the 29th
October, 1914, sailing from Southampton on
the S.S. Corsican to Bombay. Later, when the
battalion went to Mesopotamia, "Snowey" was
a stretcher bearer and performed his duties in a
quiet and efficient manner. Many of us have
reason to remember him, notably on the 9th
March, 1917 in front of Baghdad. For many
years whilst residing at Oxford he suffered from
periodic attacks of jaundice which he first
picked up in Mesopotamia. He was a constant
supporter of the London Branch and often
wrote to the Secretary for news of survivors
of his old battalion. He never missed a Remem
brance Sunday. He will be missed by the
Ashford detachment this year, with whom he
always mustered for the march. With the
widow and family he has left the greatest
sympathy will be felt.
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Future Events
June 7th. Dragon Club Dinner and Tea
Party, Glaridges.
June 17th. Saturday. Cenotaph Parade,
Horse Guards, London, 5.45 p.m.
Monthly Meeting after the Parade.
June 25th. The Buffs Golfing Society
MidSummer Meeting at Sidcup.
August 5th to 11th. Canterbury Cricket
Week.
August 13th. Remembrance Sunday.
August 19th. 4th Battalion The Buffs
(193945) Reunion Dinner, Canterbury.
Application for tickets with names and
addresses clearly written to Mr. H. A.
Hollingsbee, 1 Montgomery Avenue,
Canterbury.
September 23rd. London Branch Ladies'
Guild Dinner. Carr's Restaurant.
October 7th. 6th Battalion (191418)
Annual Dinner. Price of ticket 10/.
Application should he made to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton,
London, S.E.7. Those residing in the
Kent country areas who wish to avail
themselves of travel by coach, to get in
touch with Mr. W. Jeffrey, M.C., 14
Victoria Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
October 14th and 15th. The Buffs Golfing
Society Autumn Meeting at Littlestone.
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Buffs Golfing Society
npHE annual match versus
* The Royal West Kent
Regiment Golfing Society took
place at Littlestone on Sunday,
April 30th.
A last minute cancellation
by MajorGeneral Stanham,
who had been stricken down
by 'flu, enabled a visitor from
the Sudan to make one of the
team. Thus Lieut.Colonel Joe
Parry was matched against
Brigadier Clay, and only lost
to this renowned golfer by one
hole.
It was a match full of surprise of this sort!
Thus Scott, a scratch player, fell a victim to
Captain W. J. Richardson by no less than
9 & 7. But the result of the morning play was
four matches apiece.
It was the afternoon that proved our undoing.
Here owing to two of the enemy's team having
to return to work early, they could only provide
three couples and roped two A. N. Others to
make weight. The feature of the afternoon play
was perhaps the winning of one hole in 10
strokes !
For the rest it was a perfect day and perfect
company.
Everyone enjoyed themselves
marvellously, as we always do at this fixture.
The links were in first class order and we hope
that we shall do battle again in the Autumn.
Results are appended :—

CRICKET FIXTURES
Regimental Week, Depot, Canterbury
June 27. R.N. Depot, Chatham.
28. Royal Fusiliers.
29. King's School (Masters and
Boys.
30. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
July 1. Band of Brothers.
Away Matches
June 16. Royal Fusiliers.
July 5 & 6. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
Anyone wishing to play should notify
O.C. Depot The Buffs, stating preferences.

BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY V ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.
GOLFING SOCIETY

Played at Littlestone on 30th April, 1950
Singles
Lieut.Colonel Scott ...
Capt. W. J. Richardson
9/7
Major
Buckland, 7/6... 1
Captain G. P. Mouiit
Colonel A. E. Chitty... 0
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden,
1 up...
Major Archer, 1 up ... 1
R. H. Haselden
Colonel Clay, 1 up ... 1
Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry
0
Lt.Col. Martyn
Major A. J. H. Taylor,
1 up...
1
Major Buckle, 3/2
Capt. V. Newton Moss
0
Colonel Hancock
Captain V. Collins

Richardson & Newton
Moss
Mount & Parry
Crookenden & T .ylor
Collins & Haseld ^n ...

Foursomes
Scott & Weyer Brown,
0
1 up...
0
Hancock & Martyq, 1 up
0
Chitty & Buckland, 2/1
0
Archer & A. N. Other,
6/5

THE
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The Original Escort Party

An Escort Duty
^\N March 6th a small party assembled out
^^side the Orderly Room prior to a journey to
Asmara and return. The object was to provide
an escort for MajorGeneral W. M. Broomhall,
C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., Chief Engineer, MELF,
from Kassala, just in the Sudan, to Asmara,
capital of Eritrea, between which places
"Shifta" were likely to be met. We understood
that the General wanted to inspect the roads in
Eritrea.
The party consisted of Major F. de R. Morgan,
2/Lieut. G. V. S. MonckMason, Sgt. Marsh,
Cpl. Colyer and Ptes. Ruddon, Gentle, Chap
man, Childs, Hunt and Sales. For transport
we had a staff car, in which the General was to
travel, two jeeps and a 3tonner—the latter
carrying stores and sufficient food and petrol
for the journey.
We didn't have to meet the General at
Kassala until the 9th, but we decided to do the
trip in easy stages, the distance being nearly
600 miles from Khartoum to Asmara. Our
objective was to reach Kassala—300 miles—in
two days and then to have a day of maintenance
and rest before going on.
After a few words from the C.O., we set off
and crossing the Blue Nile bridge at 0700 hours
we set our speedometers to zero so that we

could more easily follow the route card with
which we had been issued. Once out of Khar
toum we merely followed the tracks across the
desert that many a vehicle had taken before
us, with an occasional check by compass and
map. We followed a false trail once but other
wise the route was easy to follow and the
landmarks appeared with regular monotony.
The only other excitements were a patch of
soft sand where the staff car had to nose out a
jeep, two petrol stoppages on the 3tonner and
the occasional herd of goats, cattle or camels
which would suddenly appear in the most
desolate areas of the desert.
The countryside was just acres and acres of
flat sand with odd patches of shrub and the
occasional khor, marked only by a line of
bushes and a dried up ditch. It got very boring
to look at.
We had previously earmarked our stopping
place for the night—a well, shown on the map
as having "abundant water all the year round".
We got there before dark, chose our camp and
despatched a jeep for water. It eventually
returned with three cans of very blackish water,
the most that the Arabs would let us have.
This well was very deep and water was drawn
in the usual way by means of a goatskin bag
being filled at the bottom of the well by a small
boy. Cpl. Colyer produced an excellent meal—
as he continued to do throughout the trip—and
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we then turned in. We had a small sand storm
in the early hours of the morning but it did no
harm.
We set off at 0700 hours on the 7th, and
keeping a steady 20 m.p.h.—the 3tonner was
loaded and the track was bumpy—reached the
Butana Bridge over the River Atbara by 1230
hours. En route we had seen one flock of guinea
fowl but on Major Morgan dismounting and
attempting to stalk them with his gun, they
disappeared into the bush and not a shot was
fired. We stopped for a "brew up" and a meal
at the Bridge and in spite of only two feet of
water in the river, at that pretty dirty, we all
had a welcome wash and a swim.
We reached Kassala at about 1630 hours
and were kindly allowed to use the Rest House
for that and the following night. The Deputy
Governor at Kassala and the District Com
missioner couldn't have been kinder, giving us
every assistance and organising swimming and
tea parties in their lovely gardens, overlooked
by those towering rocks which are such a
landmark of Kassala.
We spent a busy morning on the 8th cleaning
ourselves and the vehicles and cured the
3tonner of its petrol trouble—an enormous
wad of cottdh waste in the tank.
On the 9th we arose early, cleaned the Brens,
replenished water and did numerable other
small chores and after finally charging magazines
set off to the landing ground to meet the General,
who was coming by air from Khartoum. He
arrived at 0845 hours and by 0900 hours we had
set off for Agordat, our next staging post some
150 miles on. Very shortly we crossed into
Eritrea and left our sandy tracks for the all
weather road built by the Italians. It was
straight but fearfully corrugated and although
one could go faster it was far bumpier and more
unpleasant than the desert. The countryside
was still arid but now covered with a number of
rocky hills and small thorn bushes and trees.
By lunchtime we had reached a small
village called Aicota which boasted a police post.
Cpl. Colyer set to and produced an excellent
meal, this time accompanied by eggs obtained in
Kassala. Here the General decided to take an
alternative route—a track well marked on the
map which left the main road at Aicota and
which followed an almost straight line N.E. to
Adordat. The police, who conversed with the
General in a mixture of Italian and hand
signals, reckoned this wasn't on, but the
General took a jeep on a short recce and it
looked alright that far, although a bit rough.

It was decided therefore to split the convoy.
The General, Major Morgan and Ptes. Chapman,
Ruddom and Gentle took the two jeeps up the
track while the remainder went round by the
main road to Agordat via Barentu.
The jeep party had considerable trouble as
the track petered out after a few miles and then
the only guide was a set of telegraph poles.
The going was very slow on account of numerous
small khors with very steep banks and dried up
streams now filled with soft sand, for all of which
recces had to be made for the easiest crossing
place. The jeeps got stuck frequently and only
sheer good driving got them out. When it got
dark the party was still some 40 miles from
Agordat and it wasn't so easy to follow the only
guide—the telegraph poles. In the dark several
detours had to be made, and only by use of the
stars were the telegraph poles regained,
although on one occasion they appeared quite
lost. Eventually at about 2030 hours one jeep
got completely stuck in a deep khor filled with
soft sand and no amount of pushing or shoving
could move it. In fact it was burying itself
deeper and it was decided to leave it till the
following morning. The party had plotted its
position fairly accurately and reckoned it was
only 5 miles from a small village called Biscia,
which had a telephone and which could be
reached by following the telegraph poles.
At 2130 hours the General, unaccompanied,
set out on foot to reach this 'phone. This he
did in three hours and got a message to the
Transit Camp at Agordat demanding a tow
chain, petrol and food. The remainder of the
jeep party settled down for the night with a
little apprehension, a large fire, water but noy
food, and a bottle of warm supplied by
Chapman.
At first light on the 10th the party surveyed
the scene and encouraged by a breakfast of
half a biscuit each found on the floor of
Chapman's jeep, they set to work. With the
aid of a jack, a large supply of small rocks and
stones and Gentle's overalls the soft sand was
overcome in an hour, and they again set off
following the telegraph poles. Biscia was
reached in a further hour where the General was
waiting, having spent an excellent night on a
charpoy. The General's news was that the
staff car had set out from Agordat with assist
ance, and so the party set off to meet it. Some
how they missed the staff car en route but
reached Agordat safely, demanding baths,
food and drink in loud voices.
The party that went by the main road had
had no trouble in reaching Agordat, but later
in the evening were a little worried because the
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jeep party had not arrived. Accordingly they
set off for Biscia in the staff car but the track
had so many turnings off that it was impossible
to follow in the dark and they had to turn back.
They got the General's message in the middle
of the night and the following morning again
set out with the necessary assistance required.
They took, however, one of the many wrong
turnings available and eventually reached Biscia
from across country, which explains why the
jeep party missed them. On reaching Biscia
they were informed that the jeeps had left, so
returned hot foot to Agordat.
The General was anxious to push on and to
reach Asmara that night as he had important
business to do the following day, so at 1300
hours we started off on the last lap of 108 miles.
After a while we reached the tarmac road
which was to last us the rest of the way and on
this it was so comfortable to ride that we were
able to make a faster speed. We climbed
the heights of Keren—the 3tonner in bottom
gear—and later that afternoon we climbed even
higher for ten solid miles. We had frequent
stops for the engines to cool down and to
admire the views—one really felt as if one was
on top of the world. At one time we passed
through a beautiful plantation, the fence of
which was covered in bouganvilia—a really
lovely sight compared with the drab desert and
hills over which we had travelled so far.
We were all prepared for "Shifta"—Brens,
Stens and all—and the General was sitting
with an itching finger round the trigger of his
rifle. Even Childs forgot to fall asleep. But we
saw none and as it got dark about 1900 hours
we reached Asmara. The General was most
gracious and thanked each member of the
party, and we also thanked him as the excuse
for giving us the opportunity of such a trip.
We reported to the Transit Camp where we
were put up for our stay in Asmara. The
following day—the 11th—we settled down to a
day of replenishment of stocks and stores and
to maintenance of vehicles. We found there,
awaiting a return journey, Sgt. Drury and
six others of "B" Company who had escorted
some vehicles up to Asmara a fortnight
previously and who had been held up by the
rail strike in the Sudan. It was decided they
should accompany us back and most helpful
they were too.
The afternoon of the 11th and the whole of
the 12th (Sunday) were spent as a holiday.
On Saturday evening, Ptes. Chapman, Gentle
and Childs were fortunate enough to meet
Major de Vroome, who served with the 5th

Battalion during the War. He is now a District
Officer in Asmara and on seeing a Buff cap
badge he at once asked them if they were
thirsty. We understand that they were, and
they were most regally entertained into the
early hours of the following morning, and again
to lunch on the following day. The remainder
of the party had a "look at the town" on
Saturday evening with, we understand, the
usual effects.
Major Morgan and 2/Lieut. MonckMason
were kindly invited to the Officers' Club of the
U.S. Army Radio Station on Saturday evening
and were treated extremely generously until
very late. On Sunday evening they paid a short
visit to the "24th", from whom we had taken
over in Khartoum, and then were kindly asked
to dinner by Major de Vroome. The latter had
many kind messages for people he knew whilst
in the Regiment and has asked that all Buffs
when in Asmara should look him up.
On Sunday morning the opportunity was
taken to have a look at the shops. The majority
are still run by Italians and they produced
many but expensive goods for sale, beyond the
means of our meagre supply of East African
currency. It was warm walking round the
town, so different to the lovely cool evenings
there when something warm toc wear is a
necessity.
Monday the 13th was the day to start our
return journey, which was rather an anti
climax—we had done our job and now we just
had a long journey back. However, we kept our
vigil and we made our way back to Agordat,
moving easily down hill this time. We stopped
at midday at Keren and took the opportunity
of visiting the British War Cemetery there.
After Keren, Pte. Hunt must have given a
passing camel a dirty look as it proceeded to
chase his 3tonner down the road and began to
force him off into the bushes before some road
workers came to his assistance. The people in
the following vehicle said it was a most amusing
sight.
We reached Agordat by 1500 hours and had
a long rest till we left at 0700 hours the following
day—the 14th. The whole party, needless to
say, stuck to the main road this time and
stopping at Aicota for a "brewup", reached
Ksassala by 1500 hours. The staff car, having
been as good as gold so far, celebrated this day
by firstly contriving to have a jammed starter
at one of the halts which delayed us halfan
hour, and secondly having a tyre burst which
literally blew its inner tube to pieces. Luckily
we had a spare, but the old one had to be
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Roadside Halt—Return Journey
replaced before leaving Kassala. We had
decided anyway to spend a whole day at
Kassala as on the way through, so we took the
opportunity of getting a spare inner tube out
of the Civil Government M.T. Department.
It was very kind of them to let us have it,
although we gather there is still some doubt as
to who will pay for it.
Again we spent our day in Kassala as before,
with a dip in the water—not much more as the
pool was only half full—and a large tea given
by the wife of the District Commissioner. The
people of Kassala really could not have been
kinder and we are all really most grateful to
them.
We set off into the desert again on the 16th
at 0630 hours and at 0700 hours we had to
halt for the 3tonner, the electrical system of
which had packed up. For two hours Sgt. Marsh
ministered unto it, but eventually it was decided
that "spares" were required and we had to fall
back again on our old friends, the Civil M.T.
Department. They were most obliging and sent
out a lorry with three fitters and a box full of
"spares". After a lot of noise and having
apparently taken half the engine down, between
them they got the thing working again and we
were off at 1100 hours, having lost four precious
hours.

We put the 3tonner in the lead so that it
could make its own speed and for the rest of
the day we made 45 m.i.2h. We stopped at
1700 hours for a meal and decided to carry on
in the dark for a few hours. So off again at 1800
hours until at 2100 hours we just turned off
the track and after a "crafty brew up" by Cpl.
Colyer, settled down for the night. Night
travelling is to be recommended. It was
beautifully cool and the track was no more
difficult to follow. We'd done 200 miles that
day and now there was only 100 to go !
The 17th looked lovely—to start with. But
there was a strong wind blowing when we set
off at 0700 hours and an hour later the dust
started to get in our eyes and to sting our faces.
Luckily the majority of us had goggles which
kept out the worst but it was the most un
pleasant day of our trip. Otherwise we had no
unforeseen incidents and at 1200 hours we
recrossed the Blue Nile Bridge, and then back
into barracks.
We'd done over 1,200 miles and with no real
troubles. It was tiring but well worth it. We
all enjoyed it and some of us would do it again
any day. It was a holiday for some and a
pleasant change for all.
F. DE R.M,
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Extracts from the London Gazette

Regimental Gricket Week

TERRITORIAL ARMY

\7ACANCIES still exist iji many of the teams for the
* matches to be played during the Regimental Cricket
Week, fixtures for which Are
June 27. v R.N., Chatham.
28. v Royal Fusiliers.
29. v King's School (Masters and Boys).
30. v R.W.K.
July 1. if B B.
Anyone wanting to play is requested to write to O.C.
Depot.
There will be an Officers' Tent to which all retired
Officers and Guests will be welcome. Tea will be served
by N.A.A.F.I. (Price 2/ a head).
Warning should be given to the P.M.C.
There will also be a Sergeants' Mess Tent, to which
all exmembers of the Sergeants' Mess will be welcome.
Tea will be served on Saturday only (price 2/) .
Warning should be given to the R.S.M.

TSE BUFFS 

Captain P. A. Thorne, M.C. (129462), to be Major, 1st
February, 1950.
Lieut. C. E. E. Balding (299287) to be Captain, 1st
February, 1950.
.
The King has been graciously pleased to confer
'The territorial Efficiency Decoration and 1st
Clasp 0 upon the following officers:—
The Buffs
Major (Hon. Lt.Col.) J. Thompson, O.B.E.
(75188).
Captain (A/Major) G. R. D. Hews, M.C. (66886).
Captain L. F. Parratt (728211.)
Captain (Hon. Major) E. W. Tassell, M.C. (50378).
Captain W. E. Williamson (51452).
The King has been graciously pleased to confer
"The Territorial EHciency Decoration" upon the
following officers
The Bulls
Major (Hon. Lt.Col.) L. H. Dismore (78541).
Major (Hon. Lt.Col.) A. D. Harrison (90294).
Major (Hon. Lt.Col.) S. R. Pawley, O.B.E.
(27993).
Captain (Hon; Major) P. C. B. Davisson (73288).
Captain (Hon. Major) M. G. N. Moore (71268).
Captain A. A. West (35730).
Lieut. G. R. Cockburn (88833).
Lieut. (Hon. Captain) I. B. Gammidge (90883).

Army Art Society
THE Army Art Society held their Eighteenth
1 Exhibition at the Imperial Institute, South Kensing
ton, in October, 1949. Exhibits totalled 388, including
oils, water colours, drawings, pastels and sculpture.
The public strongly supported the exhibition and
bought a fair number of pictures. The artists concerned
received the full value of pictures sold without deduction
of percentage by the Society. Hanging charges are
moderate.
All ranks of the Army, the Royal Navy, the Royal
Marines and the Royal Air Force, men and women,
past or present, permanent or temporary, may submit
works for consideration.
The Nineteenth Exhibition is being held in London
during the autumn, 1950.
Rules and full particulars from the Hon. Secretary,
Lieut.Colonel A. G. Armstrong, 19 Knightsbridee
Court, Sloane Street, S.W.I.
Births, Marriages and Deaths—Continued from p. 76

DEATH

Diddams.—On 1st May, 1950, Walter
Diddams, beloved husband of Lily Diddams,
of 181 Grange Road, Ramsgate, passed
peacefully away, aged SI years. Beloved by

Palace Guard
One of the most important duties of the battalion in
Khartoum is "finding the. Palace Guard". This task is
not really as difficult as it may sound, although a great
deal of organisation is behind the whole ceremony.
A tourist once described the Governor's Palace as an
enormous wedding cake. This is indeed a fairly apt
description, provided one can visualize a prewar cake.
The Palace overlooks the Blue Nile about a mile from
South Barracks down Kitchener Avenue ; quite the most
beautiful thoroughfare of the Middle East.
About eight o'clock every morning two trucks stop
outside the famous Sudan Club. The Regimental Band
and Drums, resplendent in their ceremonial white
uniform and helmets, form up. Behind them a Sergeant
and a Corporal and three men—the Guard. Tne Drum
Major gives the order, the Band strikes up and the
parade moves off.
After the splendour of the Band, the onlooker may be
excused if he feels that Caps G.S., Khaki Drill and
Hose Tops rather spoil the picture. Perhaps the Guard
themselves may actually be fitted out with a uniform
as smart as that of the Band. Notwithstanding it is a
most impressive show as they come marching down one
of the few shady avenues in Khartoum.
At the Palace gates, through which the avenue runs,
a harassed Sudanese corporal is meanwhile vainly
trying to divert the traffic. This done, he shouts to the
sentry on the opposite gate to eject some scruffy native
who has wandered into the Palace precincts.
The Band then enter the forecourt of the Palace, and
turn about, to face the oncoming "New Guard".
All eyes are now on the Guard as they do a sinart
left turn, miraculously avoiding slipping on the tarmac.
Thus the new Guard forms up facing the old Guard
and the usual drill of exchanging compliments is carried
out. During the hand over of duties the Band play a
selection of slow marches. Undoubtedly this is the
most outstanding part of the whole ceremony. Outside
the Palace Square even the natives, poking their heads
through the iron railings like monkeys, are considerably
impressed.
Looking up at the early morning sun shining on the
Union J ack and then at the Band below, one feels that,
anyway in the Sudan, the timehonoured traditions of the
Empire are being kept alive.
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Past and Present Association
Life Members
APRIL 1ST—APRIL 30TH, 1950

H.Q. Roll.—Samuelson, J. P. W., Lt.Col.
Annual Members
APRIL 1ST—APRIL 30TH, 1950

London Branch.—iBrabon, E. W.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Jackson. F.
Rdmsgdte Branch.—Gabriel, J. R.
Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund during the month
of April, 1950, are
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
30 11 11
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund ...
... 51 12 6
Benevolent Fund
DONATIONS

Buffs Golfing Society ...

...

...

...

£1 18 9

War Memorial Fund, The Buffs, 193945
£ s. d.
London Branch Ladies' Guild (Carpet)
... 20 0 0
Total to date

...

...

£3,191

2
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Ashford Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday, May
10th at 3 p.m.
The Chairman (Mrs. King) presided. Minutes
of the last meeting were read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was read from
the Men's Branch thanking all members for
their great help at the Kiddies' Treat. Letters
were also read from Mrs. Stevens and Major
Peareth. In answer to the latter, it was proposed
by Mrs. King and seconded by Mrs. Coleman
that £10 10s. Od. should be sent towards the
cost of the carpet in the Warriors' Chapel.
A reminder was given of the Sale of Work
to be held at the next meeting on June 14th.
It was with great regret members heard of
the loss suffered by Miss Constant in the death
of her father.
There being no further business, the meeting
closed at 4,15 p.m.
E.L.E.P.

London Branch J
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 17th April at the Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.J, with
Mr. E. W. Tong in the Chair.
<1
The Chairman aSked the members tp stand in
silence for one minute to the memory of Lieut.
Colonel Guy Lee, who had recently passed away.
The Secretary read the Minutes of thq last
meeting. These were confirmed.
The Secretary read the correspondence,
including letters from Mrs. Lee and Captain
Geo. Johnson.
The Chairman drew our attention to the fact
that our Branch President, Major J. E. Enright,
was with us again after a long illness and whs
still unwell. It was a great effort and we should
greet him in the traditional Kerit manner.
This was done and in reply Major Enright said
he thanked the members for their good wishes
and for the gift sent from the branch when he
was in bed.
The proposal to hold a Christmas Party for
children was discussed, but after advice from
Major Enright and Captain G. J. Emery, Mr.
W. H. Beall proposed the matter be deferred
until later in the year.
Mr. Collins announced the sale of 100 tickets
for the annual dinner and dance and asked the
members to pay up at once or in any event to
get tickets within the next fortnight.
Bun penny collection realised 22/.
Mr. W. Ricketts offered to help Mr. Collins
to engage coaches for the trip to Canterbury in
August.
There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.

HERE AND THERE

We were sorry to learn of the passing of W. A,
Veale, 1/5th (191418) Battalion, a staunch
supporter of the branch.
We congratulate Jim Collins on gaining 3rd
place in the Bank of England crosscountry race.
We are sorry to hear from Mr. R. W. Billings
that Bert Tester is ill in hospital at Dorking
and wish him well again.
Clarence "Kelly's Eye" Holness, 6th (191418)
Battalion, writes "I have now retired from
work and hope to attend branch meetings in
future". Don't forget your tin whistle,
Clarence.
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Sgt. J. S. Durham has removed to Northfleet
and expects to get up to Westminster on third
Saturdays.
Don't forget to note the new day and place
of meeting of the Brighton Branch. Pay them a
visit if in Brighton on that day.
After the Cenotaph Parade on Saturday,
17th June a social evening will be held at the
Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street. Mr.
and Mrs. Collins have kindly promised to supply
refreshments (eats only) free. The landlord will
provide the liquid refreshment on payment.
There will be no branch business conducted.
E.C.W.G.

LADIES' GUILD

There was a large gathering of members on
Saturday, 6th May last at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the April Meeting
were read and confirmed.
WELCOME.—The Chairman, Mrs. Spinner,
welcomed back on behalf of the members, Mrs.
Emmerson and Mrs. Cudlip, the former after a
long unavoidable absence and the latter after
her accident.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from the Colonel of the Regiment, Mrs. Guy Lee,
Mrs. and Miss Lamb, Mrs. Hixon and Major
A. J. Peareth.
REGRETS.—Regrets for inability to be present
were received from Mrs. Enright, Mrs. Billings
and Mrs. Collins.
SICK.—Members regretted to hear that Mrs.
Lamb had been ill, also Mrs. Dean, Chairman
of the Sittingbourne Branch Ladies' Guild.
We wish them a speedy, recovery.
OBITUARY.—It was with much regret the
Chairman announced the passing of Colonel
Guy Lee ; a wreath was sent from the Guild.
Our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Guy Lee and
relatives.
DINNER.—Members were again reminded
that the Ladies' Guild Dinner would take place
on September 23rd next and to book in early as
seating accommodation was limited and to
avoid disappointment.
RAFFLES.—Our very grateful thanks to Mrs.
Lamb, Mrs. Austin, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Collins
and a member who wished to remain
anonymous. The raffles realised £2 2s. 4d.
D.E.S.

Dover Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Eagle
Hotel, London Road on Thursday, 4th May at
7.30 p.m. Lieut. W. J. White was in the Chair
assisted by Major M. Hart.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.
Correspondence was read and debated upon.
We were all very pleased to welcome Major
Peareth, who gave the Branch some very good
information especially about the coming
Fishing Festival.
Mr. Saunders of Ewell dug out No. 6136
George Fincher, who was welcomed by the
Chairman, who wished him all the luck and to
come along often. It was 42 years since he had
the pleasure of putting me through P.T. We
had a very good yarn until Captain Jerry Cole
started "Wheren't you on the 5 M.L at Bloom
fontein", etc. That started them off. I had to
"bob down", as we used to say. I am very glad
to say George is,looking very well, just losing his
hair and wishes to be remembered to all his old
friends of 1901, etc. If any one is not sure of
the old saying, "Old soldiers never die, they only
fade away". They certainly do still turn up
now and again.
Business of the evening completed, the
remainder of the evening was spent in darts
and yarns of old times.
H.M.
Sittingbourne Branch
The monthly meeting was held at the Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday,
April 14th, 1950, at 7.30 p.m.
Colonel D. J. Dean presided, supported by
Major J. E. Wills and Mr. H. N. Martin
(Secretary).
The Minutes of the last meeting were read
and confirmed. Correspondence was dealt with
and arising out of the InterBranch Darts
Match at Canterbury on April 29th, it was
arranged that the party should go by coach.
The Chairman presented the accounts dealing
with the dinner. Everyone agreed that the
function had been most successful and plans
are in hand for the next one.
Before the meeting closed, Mr. H. N. Martin
tendered his resignation for personal reasons.
The Chairman expressed on behalf of the
members the thanks of the branch to Mr. Martin
for his services as Honorary Secretary, at the
same time regretting that Mr. Martin had found
it necessary to resign.

REGIMENTAL MEMORIAL FUND
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD 1ST JANUARY, 1949, TO 31ST DECEMBER, 1949

Year ending
EXPENDITURE
31st Dec., 1948
£ s. d.
£ s.
3 10 Postage and Printing
1 1
1 1 0 AuditF e e
. . . " ...
10 0 Wreath, Sandhurst Memorial
—
16 0 0 Sandhurst War Memorial Fund, Donation
 
   Friends of Canterbury Cathedral, Subscription 3 3
   Sutton Valence Cemetery Committee, Don. 5 0
   Poona Cemetery Committee, Donation ... 10 2
   Earl Haig's Fund, Subscription
...
... 10
   Excess of Income over Expenditure for period 11 4

d.
0
0
0
6
0
0

£31 10 6

£18 4 10

Year ending
INCOME
31st Dec., 1948
£ s. d.
5 0 Subscriptions
...
8 8 0 Interest on Investments
4 0 0 Sandhurst War Memorial Fund, Donation
   2nd Battalion, The Buffs, Memorial Fund
5 11 10 Excess of Expenditure over Income ...

£18 4 10

£ s. d.
18 2 6
8

8

0

5 0 0

£3.1 10 6

REGIMENTAL MEMORIAL FUND
BALANCE SHEET

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
LIABILITIES
£ s. d.
Sundry Creditors :—.
1 1 0
Audit Fee ...
Buffs Road, Ypres, Fund, as at
85 0 0
1st January, 1949 ...
Capital Account :—
416 18 10
As at 1st January, 1949 ...
Add Excess of Income over
Expenditure
416 18 10
1 1 9
5 11 10
6 13 7
410 5 3
£496 6 3

Less Depreciation in
value of in
vestments ...50 3 0
Excess of ex
penditure over
Income
... —

£ s. d.

£ s. d.

85 0 0

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
ASSETS
£ s. d.
   Cash in Hand ...
44 19 6 Cash at Bank
Investment at market value :—
451 6 9
£436 Is. 6d. War Stock 3J%

£ s. d.
55 2 6
401 3 9

410
11
421 9 3

50 3 0
371 6 3
£456 6 3

£496 6 3

£456 6 3

HISTORICAL RUND

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD 1ST JANUARY, 1949, to 31ST DECEMBER, 1949
Year ending
EXPENDITURE
31st Dec., 1948
£ s. d.
1 17 6 Insurance of Medals ...
1 1 0 AuditF e e
...
...
34 14 0 Purchase of medals ...
1 10 7 Postage
13 10 6 Museum Expenses
   Printing
...
...
   Excess of Income over Expenditure

£ s. d.
1 1 0
17 12 9
2 11
5 0 0
1 10 0
£25 6 8

£52 13 7

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
INCOME
£. s. d.
12 3 0 Sale of Histories
...
1 12 10 Interest on investments
Captain Prestige—Donation
Subscription ...
10 0 Postage refunded
38 7 9 Excess of expenditure over Income for period
£52 13 7

£ s.
3 7
1 12
10 0
10

d.
9
10
0
0

9 6 1
£25 6 8.

HISTORICAL FUND
BALANCE SHEET

Year ending
LIABILITIES
31st Dec., 1948
£ 8. d.
I s. d.
Sundry Creditors :—
Audit Fee ...
1 0
Due to Secretary (Postage)
Capital Account :—
As at 1st January, 1949 ... 137 2 11
175 15 8
Less Depreciation in
value of in
vestments £11 2 11
5 0
Excess of ex
penditure over
Income
... 9 6 1
38 7 9
20 9 0
38 12 9
137 2 11
£138 3 11

£ s. d.
2 11

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
ASSETS
£ s. d.
   Cash in Hand
37 17 0 Cash at Bank ...
Investments at market value :—
100 6 11
£96 19s. Id. War Stock 3£%

£ s. d.
27 12 10
89 4 0

116 13 11

£116 16 10

£138 3 11

£116 16 10

CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD 1ST JANUARY, 1949, TO 31ST DECEMBER, 194$

Year ending
EXPENDITURE
31st Dec., 1948
£ s. d,
4 4 0 K.CC.C. Annual Subscription
1 1 0 Audit Fee
5 0 Employer's Liability Insurance
3 16 10 Flowers
123 8 1 Liquors
18 4 8 Printing and Stationery
4 0 9 Postage
72 0 0 Hire of tents ...
289 10 6 Lunches and teas
18 0 0 Rent of tent space ...
10 0 Ice
...
9 0 0 Staff Wages ...
1 16 0 Miscellaneous expenses, Cheque Book
Amount due to Dragon Dinner Club from
1947...
hxcess of Income over Expenditure for period

s. d.
4 4 0
1 1

 £

4
84
18
3
59
237
16

5

1
18
15 6
10 6
18
6

d.
8
0
5
9

0



0
0

0 0
2 0
0 0

11

9

£438 3 10

£545 16 10

Year ending
INCOME
31st Dec., 1948
£ s.
£ s. d.
... 1 4
1 4 8 Interest on investments
... 159 2
55 4 0 Subscriptions ...
... 14111
147 2 7 Lunch and tea tickets
... 117 19
177 14 8 Liquors
... 18 6
2 3 0 Enclosure tickets
162 7 11 Excess of Expenditure over Income for period  

£545 16 10

£488 3 10

CANTERBURY'CRICKET WEEK CLUB
BALANCE SHEET

Year ending
LIABILITIES
31st Dec., 1948
£ s. d
Sundry Creditors :—
Audit Fee
1 1 0
Capital Account :—
As at 1st January, 1949 ...
266 19 9
Add Excess of income over
expenditure
...
266 19 9
2 11
162 7 11
162 10 10
104 8 11
£105 9 11

Less Depreciation in
value of in
vestments ...£6 15 6
Excess of ex
penditure over
income
...   *

£ s. d.

£ s. d.

104 8 11
1 11

Year ending
ASSETS
31st Dec., 1948
£ s. d.
10 0 Cash in Hand ...
10 18 8 Cash at Bank ...
11 18

8

32 11 9 Stock of liquors on hand
Investments at mark lvalue :—
60 19 6
£58 18s. 3d. War Stock 3|%

9

106 0 8

£ s. d.
5 6
44 15 8

54 4

0

6 15 6
99 5 2
£99 5 2

£105 9 11

£99 5 2

THE DRAGON DINNER CLUB
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD 1ST JANUARY, 1949, TO 31ST DECEMBER, 1949

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
EXPENDITURE
£ s. d.
1 1 0 Audit Fee
3 3 1 Printing
137 1 0 Annual Dinner and Regimental Teas
2 18 9 Postage and Telegrams
12 6 Miscellaneous Expenses
10 0 0 Gratuities
3 6 Advertisements
16 10 0 Purchase of liquors ...
   Cheque Book ...
...
.>.
   Excess of Income over Expenditure ..

£ s.
1 1
4 19
73 10
1 12

d.
0
6
5
0

3 6
5 0
2 0

£171 9 10

£87 13 5

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
INCOME
£ s. d.
£ s. d.
15 6 Interest on investments
...
l 5 6
8 0 0 Entrance Fees
...
...
4 0 0
143 5 0 Members' Dinner and Regimental Tea
... 81 3 0
18 16 8 Sale of Liquors
...
...
... 

Amount due from Canterbury Cricket Club,
  
1947...
...
...
...
...
... 1 0 0
2 8 Excess of expenditure overTncome for period
4 11

£171 9 10

£87 13

5

THE DRAGON DINNER CLUB
BALANCE SHEET

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
LIABILITIES
£ s. d.
Sundry Creditors
1 1 0
Audit Fee ...
Capital Account :—
75 4 8
As at 1st January, 1949 ...
Add Excess of income over
expenditure
75 4 8
3 0
2 8

5 8
74 19 0
£76 0 0

Less Depreciation in
value of in
vestments ...£6 16 8
Excess of ex
penditure over
income
...
4 11

£ s. d,

£ s. d.

74 19 0

Year ending
31st Dec., 1948
ASSETS
£ s. d,
Cash in Hand
14 9 7 Cash at Bank ...
Investments at market value :—
61 10 5
£59 8s. lOd. War Stock 3J%

£ s. d.
8 0

12 15 8
54 13 9

74 19 0

7 1 7
67 17 5
£67 17 5

£76 0 0

£67 17

5

We have audited the Accounts of the Regimental Memorial Fund, Historical Fund, Canterbury Cricket Week Club and The Dragon
Dinner Club. In our opinion the foregoing Balance Sheets are properly drawn lip so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the Funds as
at the 31st December, 1949, according to the best of the information and explanations given to us and as shown by the books and vouchers.
39/40 St. Margaret's Street, Canterbury.
*
REEVES & YOUNG,
4th April, 1950.
Chartered Accountants.

THE DRAGON
With the Secretaryship vacant, considerable
discussion took place regarding a successor to
Mr. Martin. Finally, Mr. W. Sinclaie agreed to
undertake the duties, with Mr. E. Croucher as
his Assistant Secretary, saying that he would
carry on until Mr. Croucher was fully acquainted
with the work, when he would like to see Mr.
Croucher undertake the job.
The Booby Prize, given by Mr. E. Honey,
was won by Mr. R. Russell.
The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
Ramsgate Branch
Veterans of several wars met in a spirit of
comradeship when the monthly meeting of the
Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present
Association The Buffs was held on Friday,
21st April, 1950, at the Freemasons' Tavern,
High Street, Ramsgate. Mr. C. F. Fakley was
absent owing to a poisoned finger and the
meeting was presided over by the ViceChairman
(Captain H. H. Knight), supported by Major
N. G.^ H. Taylor, Captain K. F. Speakman,
Captain R. Morgan, C.M.S. Turmaine, Mr.
E. H. Swendell and Mr. B. E. Knott (Branch
Secretary).
Captain Knight stated that the Branch had
sustained a great loss in the deaths of Mr. E. J.
Ansley and Mr. W. Diddams, also Mrs. Miles,
wife of Mr. J. Miles. The members stood for two
minutes' silence as a tribute of respect to their
late members and Mrs. Miles.
Captain Knight also expressed the branch's
sympathy to Messrs. C. F. Fakley, B. Tester,
and R. Taverner, and wished these members a
speedy recovery to good health and that they
would soon be back in their old places at the
meeting.
Mr. B. E. Knott (Branch Secretary) stated
that both Col. W. Orwin and Mr. E. H. Swendell
had been sent a letter of thanks for representing
the Association at the funerals of Colonel Guy
Lee and Mr. Ansley respectively.
Correspondence was read from Headquarters
stating that Ramsgate were to play Sitting
bourne at the semifinal of the Dart Com
petition at Canterbury on April 29th. Mr. Knott
trusted members would support the team on this
occasion*
A letter of apology for absence was read from
Major A. J. H. Taylor, and the President
Major Taylor expressed his sympathy to the
branch for the illness of the Chairman, Mr. C.
F. Fakley.
Mr. J. R. Gabriel was enrolled a new member.
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The Margate Branch arrived and were
welcomed by Captain Knight, who closed the
meeting and Mr. J. Hogben, Social Chairman,
took over as M.C. for the social which followed.
Competitions were organised and musical .items
were rendered by Mrs, Stevens, C.S.M.
Turmaine, Messrs. J. Hogben, W. Jeffreys, E.
Castle and Mr. F. Rogers (pianist).;
Both branches spent a very enjoyable evening
and the host (Dick Atkins) provided the
refreshments.
Since our meeting we have lost two valued
members, Eddie Ansley at the young age of
30 years, and Wally Diddams at the age of 81
years. Both of them good Buffs and keen
supporters of the branch. Our deepest sym
pathy goes out to their wives and families.
Many of the 1/4th remember Wally Diddams,
though his age would have been a good excuse
in 1914 to stop at home, but he volunteered
and went abroad with his battalion.
We lost to Sittingbourne at darts. Con
gratulations, and Ramsgate wishes them all
the luck to win the final.
B.E.K.
Margate Branch
A party from Margate Branch paid a visit
to Ramsgate on Friday, 21st April, when a very
pleasant evening was spent with the Ramsgate
Branch, at the Freemasons' Tavern. Darts and
games were played, and I regret to say that at
darts we were well and truly beaten, that
elusive final "double" being found by their
unerring marksmen with apparent ease,
A Whist Drive was held by the branch at
Hawley Street Drill Hall on Saturday, 29th
April. It is regrettable that more members
didn't turn up to support this effort, especially
as in the past a number have expressed a wish
that whist drives should be held to aid Branch
Funds. A tremendous amount of work was put
in by our Secretary and Treasurer to make it a
success, and the refreshments provided by the
latter were an "eyeopener". The prizes, too,
were good, and those present expressed their
satisfaction with the arrangements made.
Our Committee meeting on Wednesday,
26th April, and at its conclusion since there was
no postal shoot for the month, a practice shoot
was held. I wonder more members don't turn
up and take the chance to keep their eye in>
but perhaps in the future, since social events
are to be the feature of the monthly meetings,
more will do so : but I anticipate, for it was
at the branch meeting held on Wednesday,

THE DRAGON
3rd May that it was agreed that we should
revert to the practice obtaining last year, i.e.,
Branch Meetings on the first Wednesday every
third month, the two interveninjgT4fi6nLhl^
meetings to be social evenings only ! It is.:
recognised that at Branch Meetings at present,
by the time business is concluded, little time is
left for social intercourse, games, etc., and it is!
felt that the fresh arrangement will meet with
the approval of the majority of members, and
we hope to see bigger attendances on these
evenings.1
Canterbury Branch
After a lapse of a few months, I will try and
pick up the threads of branch's activities.
During the period between our last notes and
these, the work of the Club and social activities
have been going on much the same, but regret
to say the attendance at the Club has fallen
considerably, both at meetings and ordinary
evenings, due either to lack of funds or bad
weather, so it is hoped that now the better
weather has arrived, more members may find
their way to the Club, for with members'
support the Club will die an old soldiers' death.
However, apart from this rather dismal
outlook we have managed a few darts matches,
both at home and away.
On April 29th we were pleased to welcome
the Sittingbourne and Ramsgate Branches,
who were playing off the semifinal of the Inter
Branch Darts Competition. The result has no
doubt been given by both these branches, so all
I need to say is that the Canterbury Branch
was very pleased to be able to accommodate
them and enjoy the evening. Among the throng
were Major Peareth and Major Parratt.
The Bat and Trap season is in full swing and
we all look forward to a successful season
and retaining the Cup for another year. Up
to the time of writing these notes we have played
one League match versus the "Dolphin", which
resulted in a win for us. In announcing this
win, I should like to mention that this was made
possible by the sportsmanlike manner of the
"Dolphin Captain", who, rather than have a
replay, carried on until it was almost dark.
The next game was a Cup game against the
"Brewer's Delight", and what a trouncing we
got, much to the "Delight" of the "Brewers".
The last game was against Bretts' Sports,
resulting in a win for us after a keen struggle,
and only the fine bowling of our captain in the
last leg pulled us through.

The real spotlight of the evening was when the
Secretary won the Jack Pot and some of the
remarks passed would have made the old Dragon
blush !
It is surprising how many exBuffs one meets
in the course of these matches and it makes one
wonder why they are never seen at the Branch
Hut. They would always be welcome.
Our Annual Outing is on July 23rd, travelling
the same ground as previous years. It is hoped
to run a mixed outing later in the year or a
mystery trip, providing we get a coach load.
I have been asked by several people if our
Sports Secretary is going in for films. This
enquiry is caused by the "Tarzan" attitude
in the photograph in the Kent Messenger.
Personally I think he was hanging on the pole
for another reason.
Folkestone Branch
We had a good meeting on Tuesday, May 9th.
Major West was in the Chair and welcomed
Colonel Wilson on his first visit since being
elected President. He also welcomed Captain
Vere Collins, who was elected to the Committee
at our last A.G.M. Others present were Captain
Tyrell and quite a good number of members.
There was very little in the way of business
to discuss. The Chairman asked members to
let the Secretary know as soon as possible if
they wished to book seats in the coach for
Remembrance Sunday. Please let him know,
as 'bus arrangements have to be made early
when the date is in August. It is hoped that a
good number will make the journey.
Of course our dart match at Ashford on
Saturday called for comment. All who went
were agreed that we had a "reet good do".
As one player remarked, we lost, but we lost
well. That's the spirit. But what a jolly good
game it was. I wonder what the transfer fee
for Dick Binglow would be if we enquired.
We are hoping to have them at Folkestone some
time during the Summer when we will do our
best to make it 2—1 for us this time.
Now a word in praise of Ashford Branch.
How well they entertained us, and made us feel
at home at once when we arrived. Our Vice
Chairman congratulated Weald on their win,
and expressed all our thoughts when he said:
"Thank you very much indeed Ashford Branch
for what you have done". The journey home
was rather foggy, and, let me add, it was real
fog ! Here's looking forward to another trip
to them, as Ashford brings back many pleasant
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memories to the writer of these notes. Names
like Walter Kesby and Percy Ralph, to mention
just two old friends. What a grand fellow
Percy was to we youngsters in the Terriers
pre1914. Then of course there was Jim
Hawkins, who fathered we young Sergeants
when we went to India.
I hear of another old friend who has recently
passed away—Tommy Atkins. He had lived
in Folkestone for some time, and was a member
of the London Branch. Arthur Orchard passed
on his Dragon to him, and received quite a
shock the other day when he called and was
told the news. None of us knew he was ill. He
was a good pal and lived quite alone of late.
So long for now, and here's to the next time.
W.B.
Brighton Branch
Another month has dashed by and we are now
awaiting our first meeting in our new Club
Room, kindly loaned to us by the Royal Navy
Old Comrades' Association.
Nothing important has happened and we are
all looking forward to a bumper meeting with
perhaps some London Branch visitors.
Sittingbourne Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meetings of April and May have
been wellattended. Since our March meeting,
our Chairman, Mrs. Dean, was taken ill. She
has now fully recovered and has gone away for
a holiday. We all hope she will be able to
attend our June meeting. All the members are
looking forward to our big Whist Drive, which
is being held on May 26th, 1950, as the proceeds
are towards the cost of the carpet for the
Warriors' Chapel.

Battle Honours for the 1939/45 War
IT is not expected that these will be granted before
*1953 as there is a lengthy and exhaustive procedure
to be gone through.
The Historical section of the Cabinet Officers write
the accounts of the Operations on which the awards
are based. Then the Battles Nomenclature Committee
classify them into Battles, Actions, Affairs, etc.
The Honours and Distinctions Committee next handle
the list and decide which battles, etc., shall be com
memorated as Battle Honours.
After the King's Approval an Army Order will be
published giving the list of Honours, the' principles
under which they are granted and details for the
guidance of Regimental Committees when considering
the claims to be submitted to the War Office.
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rPHE

departure of the
* Commanding Offieet on a
six weeks' course cum leave
sojourn in. England ; a most
interesting lecture by the
Governor of Khartoum on
the history of the Sudan in
general and. the Battle of
Omdurman in particular ; a
big Sporting Gala in Khar
toum at which, amongst
other displays, a Gymnastic
Exhibition and a Retreat
Beating were provided by
the battalion; the steady
blowing of the wind from the
South, heralding the hot weather proper; and,
on the last day of the month, the arrival of the
de Haviland "Comet"—these, so it seems to
this correspondent, have been the salient
features of April, 1950.
The Commanding Officer, leaving the Second
inCommand to carry on (I believe " carry the
baby " is the expression more frequently used.—
Editor), left by air for a spell in England ; it
has been suggested that this spell could accur
ately be described as LIDAD (Leave In
telligently Disguised as Duty). Whether such
a suggestion is true or false, one thing is quite
certain every minute of his time at home is
richly deserved and long overdue.
The first changeover of the Gebeit Company
has enabled us to renew our acquaintance with
"C" Company, who have now come into Khar
toum. "B" Company have taken their place
and we wish them a pleasant and successful
three months ; with any luck they should avoid
the worst of the really hot weather.
Now that Support Company has been formed
and companies as a whole have stablized a bit,
it may perhaps be of interest to those who read
about the one Regular Battalion of the Regi
ment to see how we have sorted ourselves out.
It will also help this correspondent to fill up a
little more of his allotted space at a time when—
thanks mainly to a shade temperature of
113°—he is feeling even more uninspired than
usual. Here then is how the battalion lines up :
BATTALION H.Q.—C.O. ; Lt.Col. F. W? B.
Parry; 2 ijc : Major H. R. Grace; Adjt. :
T/Major F. de R. Morgan, M.C. ; I.O. : Lt. H. R.
Gatehouse ; Q.M. : Capt. E. H. F. Watts.
H.Q. COMPANY.—O.C. ; Major G. H. A.
Yates (R. Sussex) ; 2 ijc : Capt, G, A, McGrath :
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VI. Comd. : Lt. S. J. Squire (W.T.O.), Lt. C. J.
Griffin (Sig. Offr.), Capt. G. Hadshae (M.T.O.).
"A" COMPANY.—O.C. : Major J. M E.
CundyCooper (R.F.) ; 2 ijc : Capt. J. E. Dent;
Pl. Comd. : 2/Lt. G. O. Mullins, 2/Lt. B. K.
Whalley (R.F.), 2/Lt. G. V. S. MonckMason,
2/Lt. P. G. S. Fletcher (R. Sussex).
"B" COMPANY.—O.C. : Capt. M. A. O'B.
ffrench Blake ; 2 ijc : Capt. R. E. Papworth ;
PI. Comd. : 2/Lt. A. R. F. Dalgleish, 2/Lt.
R. F. P. Wright (Queen's), 2/Lt. N. F. Griffin
(R.A.O.C.).
"C" COMPANY.—O.C. : Major C. B. Gray,
M.B.E. (Queen's) ; 2 ijc : Lt. F. E. Thorney
croft; PI. Comd.: 2/Lt. J. R. Gillum, 2/Lt.
L. B. C. Baker (R.W.K.), 2/Lt. I. G. Minto.
SUPPORT COMPANY.—O.C. : Major P. J.
Lewis ; Mortar Officer : Capt. D. P. R. Barrett;
Carrier Platoon: Capt. R. O. Illiffe; A/Tk.
Platoon : 2/Lt. Grugeon.
During the month we said farewell to Capt.
Wilson and Lieut. Hall, the former on the
conclusion of his Short Service Commission
tour, the latter at the end of his time as a
National Service Officer. Our best wishes go
with them both into civilian life.

Talking of civilian life reminds us that a
Resettlement Bureau has been set up in the
battalion where anyone can discover all about
any career or walk of life which he may consider
taking up on leaving the Army. While inform
ation is readily available on almost every
known profession it is noteworthy and remark
able that there is one glaring omission, the
Regular Army.
Cricket has begun, it being considered
apparently the game should always be played
in the Summer ; in the view of many, however—
amongst them our own—standing out in the
suil for two hours when the shade temperature
is well over 100° is the biggest piece of "mad
doggery" imaginable. Two teams have been
entered in the local league, captained by
Majors Grace and Lewis respectively and there
has been a welcome, and an unexpectedly large,
response to the call for players. Whether the
games will attract spectators remains to be
seen ; this correspondent feels dubious, if only
to judge by the apathy with which all sport bar
football is viewed by the presentday soldier.
A new feature starts this month and the name
"Sports Reports" speaks for itself. It aims to
bring to those readers interested in the activities
of the battalion an uptodate and overall
picture of our sporting life. It is edited and

produced under the supervision of the Battalion
Sports Officer, Captain McGrath, assisted by
those responsible for the various games.
The arrival of the "Comet", followed a few
minutes later by the roaring, whistling noise
that one associates with jet driven machines,
was a moment of high excitement. At the
moment of writing it is not known whether
Group Captain Cunningham will give permission
for the battalion to view the machine at close
quarters; if he remembers to do so, we will
mention it next time.
SPORTS GALA

"A Grand International Sports Gala" had been
announced in Khartoum. Feverish preparations at
once went ahead. The Buffs were competing in almost
every event, TugofWar, Soccer, Basketball, and were
putting on a Gymnastic Display ; finally the Band and
Drums were to beat Retreat.
On the gala day the majority of the Battalion and
hundreds of other spectators assembled at Khartoum
North Stadium. The sun was bakingly hot and Cpl.
Collier and his assistants did a brisk trade with their
ice cream.
The programme commenced with a Basketball match
between The Buffs and the Armenian Club. It was
obvious from the start that although The Buffs were
doing their utmost there was a most unfortunate lack
of teamwork amongst them. Consequently the
Armenians kept the initiative most of the time. Several
good attacks from our team were initiated by Cpl.
Flannigan and Pte. Bujakowski. The final score was
8—14 to the Armenians.
The Band of the Sudan Defence Force now struck up
the British Grenadiers and we witnessed an exceptionally
fine performance of mass Physical Training by the boy
engineers of the S.D.F. This demonstration was followed
by one of the highlights of the programme—The Buffs
Gymnastic Display.
The Gymnastic team had shown an immense amount
of enthusiasm during their training under the able
direction of Q.M.S.I. Spinner. They had been working
up a fairly advanced routine for weeks. Every morning
they could be seen on the cricket field doing somersaults
over the horse, forming up in line for cartwheels and
carrying out a hundred and one complicated movements.
Therefore it was not surprising that the whole display
should run smoothly and precisely.
The natives in particular had clearly never seen such
a display before and were alternately shouting and
standing breathless as the tableau collapsed (purposely)
as Pte. Staite did an aerial somersault over the horse.
Congratulations go to Q.M.S.I. Spinner and all the team
for a display which, had time allowed, would have kept
the attention of all of us for the rest of the afternoon.
The first Sixaside Soccer match was played by The
Buffs and the R.A.F. From the start of the game
The Buffs forwards kept up an almost continuous
attack.
Captain G. A. McGrath did some good runs up the
field and OrR.Q.M.S. Russell had a good shot at the
goal which unfortunately went wide. The R.A.F.
team broke through several times, however, and only
some professional actions on the part of our goalie,
Bandsman Bailey, in cap and shorts, saved the day,
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Another impressive display followed, given by a troop
of the Khartoum Province Mounted Police. The troop
trotted round in formation with lances erect in a musical
ride reminiscent of the old Indian Army cavalry days.
As they rode off in pairs amidst thundering applause
the Egyptian Army TugofWar team came into view,
confidently swinging their arms above their heads.
They were greeted with wild applause mixed with
laughter. On comparing our team with the Egyptians'
it was plain that our total weight was probably half
theirs. Notwithstanding, our team, although defeated
in two straight pulls, showed far greater form and
spirit than their opponents and had they had the weight,
would certainly have emerged Victorious.
The field was then cleared for the soccer finals, The
Buffs versus a local native team. The game started
with a brilliant attack and goal by our forward McCall
which served to lower the morale of the other side
considerably. Unfortunately, however, they soon
recovered from this initial blow and went on to force
our team on the defensive for the rest of the game.
The Buffs seemed quite unable to develop another
attack, perhaps this was due to the speed of the opposing
team. The final score was 2—1. A very close game
which might possibly have ended in victory for The
Buffs if they had not been so tired.
The finals of the TugofWar were now held between
the S.D.F. and the Egyptian Army. There was terrific
rivalry over this contest. The Egyptians won the first
pull but were easily defeated by the superior form and
stamina of the Defence Force, in the second and third
pulls. By this time twilight had met us and the light
was beginning to fade rapidly. Over in the far corner
of the field the Band and Drums approached for their
first tune of that afternoon. They marched on to the
field looking exceptionally smart in their spiked helmets.
The crowd was particularly appreciative of their
appearance and drill although naturally they could not
understand the music which was, however, first class.
The Buglers sounded Retreat without a sour note and
the Band and Drums joined up for the final march.
This was never played, however, as a horde of natives
started rushing across the field to the Prizegiving. The
Band, although engulfed, remained unperturbed and
ended up with the Egyptian National Anthem and "The
King".
Teams taking part in the Gala were as follows :—
BASKET BALL.—Cpl. Dyer (Captain), Sgt. Popham,
Pte. Hoskins, Pte. Peters, Pte. Bujakowski, Sgt.
Partridge, Cpl. Dyer.
TUGOFWAR.—Sgt. Gardner, L/Cpl. Hardy, L/Cpl.
Stone, Pte. Payne, Pte. Tull, 2/Lieut. R. F. P. Wright,
L/Cpl. Fuller, Pte. Holt, Pte. Green (84), L/Cpl.
O'Connell.
Coach : Captain G. A. McGrath.
SOCCER SIXASIDE.—Bdsmn. Bailey ; Captain G. A.
McGrath, O.R.Q.M.S. Russell; Cpl. Moyse, Pte. McCall,
L/Cpl. Weatherall.
P.T. DISPLAY.—2/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, Sgt. Lyons,
Cpl. Sergeant, Cpl. McNeill, Cpl. Stokes, L/Cpl. Morris,
L/Cpl. Jones, Pte. Lennon, Pte. Staite, Pte. Holland,
Pte. Tuohy, Pte. Pellant, Pte. Morrison, Pte. Allaway,
Pte. Wooley, Pte. Bradley, Pte. Noble. Q.M.S.I.
Spinner (Instructor).
HOCKEY

Before a distinguished audience which included The
Kaid and our C.O., Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry, the
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Khartoum Garrison Knockout Sixaside Competition
was played on the R.A.F. ground on Good Friday*
Five teams competed, R.A.F., North Barracks,
Clergy House and two teams from The Buffs, A and B,
representing H.Q. and "A", "B", "C" and "D" Com
panies respectively.
The draw was made on the pitch. R.A.F. drew
North Barracks for the quarter finals, while Clergy
House, Buffs A and B drew byes to the semifinals.
R.A.F. beat North Barracks in a closely contested
game, the decision was only given to the R.A.F. because
the ball was in the North Barracks half at close of play.
The next game saw Buffs A v Buffs B; an early
advantage of a short corner to B team followed a few
minutes later by Major Lewis scoring the first goal in
an expert dribble from the 25 yards line. Conspicuous
in defence for Buffs A team was Lieut. Gatehouse, who
played an inspired game. The second half saw A team
pressing hard, rewarded by Major Grace closely dribbling
the ball into the circle, a short pass to C/Sgt. Seymour,
who scored from a few yards. Score one all, B team
however having the advantage of one short corner.
Irrespective of the fact that A team pressed hard, the
score was still the same when the final whistle blew.
The other semifinal match gave Clergy House a victory
over the R.A.F., leaving the former to match their
strength against the Buffs B team. The ensuing game
was a disappointment to the Buff spectators, perhaps
B team were over confident. Buff forwards were offside
three times in the first half, hard hitting by Captain
McGrath and Pte. Murphy kept the forwards well fed.
Pte. Dowling, rightwinger, did not play up to his
usual standard. Clergy House, a much slower team,
pathetically slow on occasions, made up for this by
their skilful intelligent play. Outstanding for Clergy
House were their kicking back and leftwinger. The
second half saw Clergy House gain a short corner which
gain they held until the final whistle. Prizes were
presented by The Kaid, Sixaside. Knockout to Clergy
House, Elevenaside Knockout to R.A.F. ; this same
team also won the Hockey League Competition.
Additionally, The Kaid presented the Football League
to the B.M.H. A short speech by Captain Shaw,
President of the Hockey Committee, thanked the Kaid
for coming and formally closed the Hockey Season for
the year 1949/50.
BUFFS A TEAM.—Cpl. Moyes, Lieut. Gatehouse,
R.Q.M.S. Howe, C/Sgt. Seymour, O.R.Q.M.S. Russell,
Major H. R. Grace.
BUFFS B TEAM.—Sgt. Brice, Captain McGrath,
Major Lewis, Pte. Dowling, Pte. Murphy, L/Cpl. Morris.

WATER POLO MATCH

1ST BUFFS V R.A.F., KHARTOUM
Within half a minute of the start of the game Cpl.
Colyer scored the first goal. The R.A.F. goalkeeper
had come outside his 4yard limit, a free throw was
taken by Lieut. Squires, and before we knew what had
happened the ball was in Cpl. Colyer's hands, and then
into the net. After this, most of the play was in the
R.A.F. half of the pool, but now and again our opponents
dashed through with an unexpected turn of speed.
However, our backs successfully halted the attacks.
Throughout the first half of the game it was obvious
that The Buffs team was better and more accurate at
passing the ball, Whereas the R.A.F. marked better,
and their tackling was good. Just before the whistle
blew, the R.A.F. scored from a free throw.
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In the second half most of the play was again in the
R.A.F. half, and Cpl. Flannigan scored after a number
of attempts. This was closely followed by two very
good movements by the R.A.F., but goals were saved
by 2/Lieut. Whalley. Two more goals were scored for
The Buffs, one by Cpl. Colyer, who scored unexpectedly
by a backhand throw, the other by Cpl. Flannigan.
So the final score was 4—1 to The Buffs.

SWIMMING GALA

On Thursday, 6th April, the 1st Battalion, The Buffs,
held a swimming gale, being the finals of events for
which heats had been previously run. Mrs. H. R.
Grace very kindly gave away the prizes, and the Band
of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs, played during the
intervals. After the swimming and diving events there
was an exhibition waterpolo match between "B"
Company (winners of the InterCompany League) and
a team representing the rest of the Battalion.
Results were as follows :—
1. 30 yds. Freestyle.—1st, Pte. Pellant, "A" Company;
2nd, Cpl. Flannigan, "A" Company.
2. 50 yds. Backstroke.—1st, 2/Lieut. Hall, "B"
Company ; 2nd, Pte. Pellant, "A" Company.
3. 60 yds. Freestyle.—1st, Cpl. Colyer, "B" Company ;
2nd, Cpl. Flannigan, "A" Company.
4. 50 yds. Breaststroke.—1st, 2/Lieut. Dalgliesh, "B"
Company ; 2nd, Pte. Morrison, "A" Company.
5. 200 yds. Freestyle.—1st, Pte. Waite, H.Q. Company;
2nd, Pte. Pellant, "A" Company.
6. Company Medley Relay.—1st, "B" Company ; 2nd,
"A" Company.
7. Diving.—1st, Pte. Kent, "B" Company; 2nd,
2/Lieut. Wright, "B" Company.
8. Freestyle Relay.—1st, "A" Company ; 2nd, "B"
Company.
9. Water Polo Match.—"B" Company 0, The Rest 2.
FINAL PLACINGS.—1st, "B" Company, 28 points;
2nd, "A" Company, 25 points ; 3rd, H.Q. Company,
9 points ; 4th, "D" Company, 1 point.

Sports Reports
The highlights in the world of sport during the period
under review were the International Sports Gala, in
which to quote a local newspaper report, "The Buffs
played an important part in making the Gala a success",
and secondly the Sixaside Hockey Competition.
Separate reports are included in these notes.
The Cricket Season is about to open in Khartoum.
Captain D. P. R. Barrett, very efficiently advised by
Major H. R. Grace, has put much hard work into the
preparation of the ground, laying a completely new
pitch (ingredients not yet off the Secret list) and
generally giving the ground an air of Canterbury
Cricket Week. A trial has just been held, the pitch
played well and a few newcomers displayed nice strokes,
so we now await our outside games with confident
anticipation. Next month's writings will include a
complete scoresheet of all our Games played.
In spite of temperatures of 113 it is hoped to run a
modified Harris Shield Competition this year, playing
most of the games during the early morning before the
sun gets hot. All appear enthusiastic, especially the
detached Company at Gebeit, whose gladiators look
forward to a week or ten days' sport tour in Khartoum
in order to play off their games.

Sergeants' Mess
We commence this month's notes by wishing Sgt.
Richards, M.M., a good course with the South Wales
Borderers in the "shifta" country and expect he will
know all about the 6pdr. A/Tk. gun on his return.
On 10th April we took up a challenge with the
Corporals at football and, although we were defeated,
we were not disgraced and 1 goal to 4 was, we think,
fairly reasonable. It was most certainly a case of
Youth versus Age.
We bid farewell to several members, which include
'Sgts. Drury, CliftonSprigg, Jameson, Mahon, Tucker
and Jephcott, who have left us for the U.K., and wish
them all the very best of luck. We also wish C.S.M.
Champion the best of luck too at the Guards Depot and
trust that he will return with the complete knowledge
of Pamphlet No. 18 at his finger tips.
We welcome the following who have joined the Mess
during the month and trust that their stay will be a
happy one : C.S.M. Maker, C.S.M. Johnson, Sgt.
Seymour (A.C.C.), Sgts. Brice, Horswell, Middleton and
Knight; the last four we offer our congratulations on
promotion to Sergeant.
Our sporting activities have been confined to two
games of cricket against the R.A.F. Sergeants' Mess—we
won both. The first, played away, resulted in a win
for us by 13 runs ; the result not being convincing
enough, and the return match was played on our ground.
The R.A.F. in the latter went in to bat first and scored
45 runs, but, all our wickets except one had fallen when
our score totalled less than 30 and this is where our
mighty last wicket stand, executed with untold skill
and brilliance, won us the day. Sgt. Wright hit four
really good fours while Sgt. Stremes, D.F.M., in spite
of the fact that it took him all his time to stand, and
one time untangle himself from the bowler, held his own
and was quite content to let Sgt. Wright have most of
the bowling until they got really settled in. We enter
tained the R.A.F. Sergeants in the Mess afterwards and
a very enjoyable evening was spent by all.
On 23rd April our "C" Company members rejoined us
after a three month absence on detachment at El
Gebeit and were relieved by C.S.M. O'Brien and "B"
Company Sergeants, who we expect to be away for a
similar period.
We finished the month off by a fishing trip to the
Jebel Aulia Dam on 30th April, where, under the
watchful eye of the "Veteran Angler", Sgt. Woodall,
we gave a good account of our day's activities and caught
some twenty odd really fair sized fish. The Mess
President, of course, added his contribution to this
number by producing just before we were about to
terminate the day's activities, one dog fish—well done,
George.

Corporals' Club
Many moons and suns have passed since we last
contributed our humble quota to The Dragon. At that
time we were living in the land of superficiality, where
things were tawdry and cheap, but nevertheless
sensuously pleasant.
Today, situated as we are in the heart of the Sudan,
life is far from superficial. We have returned to the
world of reality, and those of us who lived only for the
weekends and the bright lights and gay times that
went with them, are bemoaning the fact that we ever
left Hong Kong, that Shangrila of the Far East.
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Khartoum has much to offer besides the almost
unbearably hot weather. Sport on a large scale is
participated in all day and every day. Football is
drawing to a close, and now is as appropriate a time as
any to mention a few of our achievements in that sphere.
We had a resounding victory over the Sergeants, and
our men were the backbone of all the Company teams.
Cpl. (Twinkle Toes) Moyse played many times for the
United Services Team, and rendered sterling service on
the wing ; Cpl. Flannigan also played some very good
games for the same team.
Swimming is naturally enough one of the main
sporting activities here. We are extremely fortunate in
having such a fine pool, although no doubt the Nile
close by would be a good substitute. At the recent
swimming gala, the outstanding stars in the sprints
were Cpls. Colyer and Flannigan.
We have not yet produced a team for Volley Ball or
Basket Ball, but we undoubtedly have the material.
Tennis and cricket are just getting on the way, and we
should be able successfully to challenge the best. (They'll
have to be mighty good to do that.—SubEditor.)
We have had two "At Homes" with the Corporals of
the R.A.F., once in our own Mess and once at the R.A.F.
Camp. We defeated them decisively "away" at Snooker,
but unaccountably lost to them in our own Mess. We
are hoping to play the Sergeants shortly, and with the
help of Joe Davis, sorry, I mean L/Cpl. Grogan, we
should be able to thrash them soundly.
We congratulate Cpls. "Snoos" Horswell, Brice,
Middleton and Knight on being promoted Sergeant,
and only hope that they take "Snoos" in the right way ;
we, anyhow, are sorry to have lost our Comedian.
In the near future we are saying goodbye to the one
and only Cpl. "Dicky" Bird, the only consolation being
that the Snooker table will be more easily obtainable
and that many of us will be just that five accers in
pocket—'nuff said. Cpl. Stoakes, our P.T.I., is also
leaving. Our best wishes go to them and all Corporals,
old and new. Wherever their jobs lead them, we know
that they will be keeping up the Buff traditions.
UA"

Company

The most interesting event of the past month has
been the arrival of a hundred and sixty men from the
East Sturry Regiment. Their arrival affected us as we
are now the attachment company. The new arrivals
settled in quickly and were soon sorted out and sent to
their permanent companies. We received 35 of them,
many of them from "A" Company of the East Surreys ;
we extend to them a hearty welcome and hope their
stay with us will be happy.
Sport continued this month with unabated vigour,
the Company provided several members of the Battalion
Water Polo Team ; nevertheless, we are not yet strong
enough to beat "B" Company. The Battalion Swimming
Gala, reported elsewhere in this issue, showed that in
spite of having few entries in the various events, we
could do well. For coming second in the gala we owe
our thanks to Cpl. Flannigan and Ptes. Pellant and
Morrison, as well as to Cpl. Jones and others who put
up a very spirited show ; we hope others in the Company
will come forward and join these few and make a really
good show.
In the International Sporting Gala held at Khartoum
North Stadium, "A" Company were well represented,
some competing, and no less than 9 out of 19 taking part
in the Gymnastic Display with 2/Lieut. Mullins. We
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all sympathize with Pte. Staite, who unfortunately
mistimed his running somersault over the horse ; his
one consolation, his nearly breaking his back was a
topic of conversation for several days.
We are now embarking on that Marathon of sporting
contests, the Harris Shield, and which will continue until
December when the competition ends with the boxing
contest. Our hopes are high and we look forward to
our opening matches with confidence.
UB" Company
This has been an eventful month. With several sad
losses and many welcome additions we have arrived at
Gebeit, a much altered Company.
We managed a win in the Swimming Gala, after a
stiff struggle with "A" Company.
Early in the month we lost our secondincommand,
Captain Wilson, 2/Lieut. Hall, Sgt. Bill Drury and
several other old friends. With them go our best wishes
for their return to the U.K., and to those timeexpired
a successful reentry to civilian life.
We welcome many newcomers. Captain Papworth
from "A" Company, who becomes our new 2 ijc. From
the late "D" Company we get 2/Lieut. Griffin, Sgt.
Giblett and several others. We hope they may enjoy
a long and pleasant stay with the Company.
The bustle of organisation for our journey to Gebeit
started soon after the beginning of the month and about
a week before we left we rose right up to strength
again by the welcome addition of the East Surrey draft.
We hope they will remain with us during their time with
the Battalion and enjoy their stay.
The move to Gebeit was not over arduous or tiring
and was accomplished uneventfully.
Training is just settling down and will soon be in full
swing.
We were treated to a most generous "shower" of rain
on the 29th. In less than an hour there was a river a
good fifty yards wide going past, at the far end of the
camp. The wadis and nullahs were all full of fast
flowing, muddy water.
It was impossible to move without getting soaked to
the skin. There was only one answer if you did want to
move, and several saw 2/Lieuts. Dalgleish and Wright
sprinting to the Education Centre from the Officers'
Mess clad in nothing but bathing costumes.
At one point the rain turned to hail and hail the size
of moth balls is unpleasant, even with berets or S.D. hats
on, as several people foolish enough to venture out in
it found. Everything now is back to normal—the mud
where the river flowed was hard and cracked by midday
the next day.

44C°

Company

The month of April has seen the climax of our detach
ment at Gebeit, and the comparative bathos of our
return to rejoin the Battalion at Khartoum.
The finals of the Webster Shield provided the main
thrills. No. 7 Platoon were in the lead at the time of our
last notes, but No. 9 Platoon soon overtook them by
winning the Softball and by gaining the second place in
the Musketry, of which H.Q. Platoon were the victors.
With two events still to come—Athletics and the Barrack
Room Inspection—the position was No. 9 Platoon
24 points, and No, 7 Platoon 18 points. The points
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system allowed 6 for the winner and 2 for the runnerup,
so it was anybody's race. No. 7 Platoon won the
Athletics, but No. 9 snatched second place from H.Q.
at the last moment, so still secured their lead. The
barrack room inspection promised a close fight, and
sure enough when the results were announced, the
Company Commander confessed that there had been
some fractional quantity between the leaders—No. 9
Platoon and No. 7 Platoon. So, the competition ended
in a flurry of excitement with No. 9 Platoon the winners
and No. 7 Platoon the runnersup.
The actual presentation of the Shield was made at
a farewell dinner. We feel that this dinner must have
been a success, for one National Serviceman was heard
to confide that he would sign on if the food was always
as it was then. Afterwards we adjourned to the
N.A.A.F.I. for varied entertainment.
In Khartoum the additional heat is only too apparent,
and physical enthusiasm may be hard to encourage.
But there is a comprehensive games programme, in
which we hope that we shall be able to hold our own
against the remainder of the Battalion. Cricket, basket
ball and Volleyball will occupy our time for the next
month and more, while we hope that the swimming
pool will be well patronised by the Company, after a
perusal of the list of nonswimmers.
We are now well staffed, thanks to a recent draft
from the East Surrey Regiment, to whom we extend a
hearty welcome. We also welcome back Major Gray,
who returned after his illness a week before we left
Gebeit.
Over the Easter holidays picnics at Erkowit—the
hill station, some thirty miles from Gebeit—were
arranged for those that were keen. Perhaps there was
some disappointment. Apparently a vista of beer
parlours had been expected. No such luck. On the other
hand the trip was not completely uneventful. One
truck on reaching Erkowit was found to be out of water,
but intelligent use of the tea provided by a thoughtful
Messing Officer soon restored the radiator to its proper
state. Baboons and ostriches were identified—the
latter as "funny birds with feathers sticking out of a
certain part of their anatomy".
We have had to say goodbye to Sgts. Mahon, Tucker
and Jameson during the month; also to Ptes. Royan
and Nicholls, all bound for England. We wish them the
best of luck in the future.
It has been brought to our notice that a certain
London daily paper has printed a short column on our
dragon building at Gebeit. A close study would indicate
that the writing is based closely on facts produced in
our March Dragon notes. While we are flattered that
our efforts are deemed worthy to appear in such a
distinguished publication as the Evening News, it would
perhaps be of academic interest for us to know the
journalist—unofficial or otherwise—whom we have to
thank. The Company Commander is of course a trifle
nervous that this incident may be considered tantamount
to the communication of Military information to the
Press—indirectly, admittedly.
Meanwhile, we look forward to our stay in Khartoum,
and hope that the suspicions of those in authority,
which can sometimes be identified with a Company's
return from detachment, will not be excessive in our
case.
Support Company
The newly formed Support Company has got off to
a flying start, particularly in the field of sport, Teams

are already formed and are in training for cricket,
basket ball, volley ball and water polo and we have
great hopes of surpassing the excellent sporting record
of "D" Company, whose place we have taken. Formed
during the closing days of the hockey season Support
Company missed the league and knockout competitions ;
our team in fact only played in one match—a friendly
versus the Band. This we won 8—1, which is certainly
a good omen of things to come. In this match Pte.
Bridle, playing out of position at centre forward,
concluded his highly successful hockey season by netting
four consecutive goals.
Sgt. CliftonSprigg of the Machine Gun Platoon left
for U.K. early this month. He will be very much missed
in the Company and we wish him the very best of luck
in the future. In the Machine Gun Platoon drastic
changes have been going on in the process of settling
down. The driving course, which achieved excellent
results, came to an end with only one mishap to record.
Pte. Arnell removed the gatepost of the M.T. yard with
his carrier ! He was a very heroic and popular figure
in the Company for several days subsequent to this
incident!
Captain Iliffe, whom we welcome to the Battalion as
well as to the Company, is running an N.C.O.s' Cadre,
the students being Sgt. Cockerton, Sgt. Horswell, Cpl.
Morrish, L/Cpl. Adams, L/Cpl. Fuller, Pte. Smith 65
and Pte. Green. The Cadre should prove interesting
and we hope they all do well.
Company H.Q., after six months together as a team,
functions very smoothly and acquitted itself very well
on the recent documents check. Cpl. Bonus has a
perpetual harried look on his face and dashes about
ceaselessly regardless of the heat. Our runner, Pte.
Wildish, after waiting twelve months for a bicycle, has
finally got one—after two rides it sustained punctures
in both wheels and has been awaiting repairs ever since.
Cpl. Smewin, the Orderly Sergeant, says he dreams of
submitting casualties—the R.S.M. pointed out he would
be one himself if he failed to hear the "Orderly Sergeants"
bugle call many more times.
So we press on into the future with high hopes. There
can be no resting on our laurels for Support Company
for several years at least. There are many cups to be
won and records to create and that is the spirit with
which we are facing the future.

MORTAR PLATOON

Since the last issue of The Dragon the Mortars have
moved from H.Q. Company over to the newly formed
Support Company. The routine is slightly different
but we are settling down to it.
We have three new members of the Platoon, Ptes.
Brice, Howlett and Mills, who all came from the East
Surreys, and we hope they enjoy their stay with us.
We also welcomed Pte. Mitchell back to the Platoon
after his short period with the Regimental Police.
L/Cpl. Watts is now time expired, and nobody has
seen him so lively before, his sole purpose at the moment
is to discover the quickest way of getting on and off his
bed and going to meals using as little energy as possible.
His hobby is falling asleep as quickly as possible and
waking up as slowly as possible.
Cpl. Bassett has had his arm in plaster now for over
two months, and the other day he suddenly appeared
on muster parade. Cpl. Ellis looked pale, and asked for
water. Captain Barrett had a strange look in his eyes
and asked for the Corporal's name as he thought it was

THE DRAGON
a new member of the Platoon. Seriously, though, we
shall all be glad when the plaster is taken off for good.
L/Cpl. Wardle has returned from his P.T. course in
Asmara, and we were glad to hear he made the grade
and enjoyed himself. Pte. Taylor starts a tenweek signal
course this week and we wish him "all the best".
This Platoon has quite a lot of sporting talent in the
way of basket ball and cricket players. We expect to
run away with the interplatoon basket ball league
which is now starting. In cricket we had three members
of the Platoon in the Battalion trials, L/Cpl. Wardle,
L/Cpl. Kay and Pte. Mitchell.
Sgt. Noy is back with us again, after his duties as
acting C.S.M. of H.Q. Company. We all welcome him
back.
We are well away on our Mortar training, the only
obstruction is the heat, as the temperature here is
always rising. So until next time we will carry on
melting away.
ANTTTANK PLATOON

At the time of going to press the Platoon consists of
2/Lieut. J. D. Grugeon, Sgt. Richards, Sgt. Brice and
Pte. Murphy. We hope, however, that our strength
will be increased very shortly. Lieut. Grugeon and Sgt.
Richards are at the moment at Asmara on a course,
having left hurriedly a fortnight ago. A popular and
well deserved promotion was that of Sgt. Brice from
Corporal early tnis month. He is unique as a Sergeant
in that he enjoys being Right Marker on R.S.M.'s
parades and has volunteered for this responsible position
every week so far. Pte. Murphy is attempting to keep
the hockey flame alight in the Company but seems to
be meeting with little success owing mainly to the
temperature being around the 110 degree mark.
Owing to our very limited numbers we are unable to
enter into the sporting field at the moment, but when
our strength increases we will definitely be a platoon
to be reckoned with.
M.G. PLATOON
We are very much in the organising stages at present,
as has been mentioned in the Company notes. We are
pressing on with our Cadre as fast as possible and hope
to bring back our men—at present under the wing of
"C" Company—in three or four weeks' time.
In spite of the warmth some energetic gun drill goes
on each day, the members of the cadre having become
quite expert at dodging from one patch of shade to
another.
Pte. Green, much to his disappointment, was pulled
off a Christian Leadership and P.T. Course to join the
cadre. As most people thought it was a course to
prepare him to become a "padre" it was probably
just as well to bring him back to more earthly subjects.
We look forward with relish to disappointing the
Mortar Platoon in basket ball—we hear they are very
ambitious in this line of sport. And add at the same
time we have great hopes in the volley ball competition
which is soon to start, having one or two experts tucked
away.
Captain Iliffe soon had his ardours damped when he
found that most of the stores he wanted were not
available in the Sudan. Sgt. Cockerton, who had already
found this out, in his frantic chasing for various parts,
was quite helpful in his advice—none of which was
permissible, unfortunately, under K.Rs. So it was
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left to Cpl. Morrish to make various necessities from
cast off clothing. (Q.M., please note !)
By the time we next go to press we should be a live
and going platoon, and hope to give a good account of
ourselves in all spheres.
H.Q. Company
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

This month brought with it the welcome arrival of
three reinforcements for the Orderly Room—Ptes.
Hinton (understudy to Langley, who is now "group
happy"), Wright (assistant to the "woeful" Willcox)
and O'Regan (documents' clerk replacing Horlock, who
has returned to a duty company). The "new bods"
have already settled down and appear to be well
established in their jobs.
With the opening of the cricket season several
members of the B.O.R. have begun to get their "eye
in", though two of them unfortunately (no names
mentioned) were unhappily taking that long walk back
before the eye had a chance. To make up for this
O'Regan, in a Battalion trial match, knocked up 20
(five boundaries)—not out!
Hoskins, as captain of B.H.Q. Basket Ball team, is
well pleased with the run of successes lately achieved.
In the forthcoming league matches he is backing his
team for a place at least, if not, then he has no objection
to leading the rest of the field.
And thus ends this month's instalment—don't miss
the next one !
M.T. PLATOON
We start off this month by welcoming C.S.M. Maker
to the Company, and hope his stay in the now famous
H.Q. will be a long and happy one, and that he will
be as popular with the M.T. as our former C.S.M. Also,
we extend a very hearty welcome to L/Cpl. Smith and
his fifteen drivers'who arrived from the 1st Battalion,
The East Surrey Regiment. They will certainly bolster
up our much depleted strength.
Who is the old sweat ? Who is losing weight over an
M.T. Admin. Course in good old Blighty ? L/Cpl. Young
is expecting to leave shortly for . the Army M.T. School
at Bordon.
An emergency call has also gone out from the M.T.O.'s
inner sanctum for Signwriters and Stencil makers to
work overtime. Why ? We can only guess that it's a
course at Warminster. At time of writing we are
expecting to be thrown into darkness any moment,
the reason being that our three experts in the mysteries
of the Diesel Engine, Cpl. Dadswell, L/Cpls. Hardy and
McLean, are on a busman's holiday at the Ideal Power
Station. The Tech. Sergeant is once again off on another
mystery journey, accompanied this time by (Ezzard)
Childs and (I can do it) Stroud. Cpl. (Dixie) Dean of
"B" Company completed this party, the purpose of
which was to maintain the Wad Medani Power Station
during the strike of employees.
There is a big demand for a certain Jeep Driver,
(unconscious) Cowlin by name. We wonder why ? The
W.T.O. (once M.T.O.) vouchsafes no answer.
Best of luck to Pte. Chapman, who has gone to Port
Sudan to take charge of. the small detachment there.
Well done, old soldier !
In the field of sport we excelled ourselves "by defeating
the professionally trained Signal Platoon at soccer by
1—0. The whole team played exceptionally well, Cpl.
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(Mannion) Bradley showing some very artistic touches. ' We welcome many new faces this month. All the old
hands wish them the best of luck on their new course.
What else could be expected when his signature tune is
Ballerina !
The time expired men did not leave after all, in April;
they—so they say—will be leaving early in May. That
Pte. (Swede) Watson claims the record for receiving
concludes our notes for this month. All the best to our
the most mail in the Battalion ; no wonder he is always
old Signallers scattered over the globe. As a parting
suffering from cramp !
shot we'll mention that reveille is soon to be 0500 hours—
Congratulations, Pte. Cowlin, on obtaining "Marks
Ugh!
man" on the range. Also Ptes. Turner and Stroud on
getting 1st Class shots.
Band
We close these notes by wishing all old and serving
Once again we take time off to contribute our notes
members of the M.T. Platoon the best of luck wherever .
to this month's edition of our Regimental Magazine.
they may be.
We have been here three months now with the temper
ature steadily rising with each new week.
Q.M. STAFF
This summer isfast approaching and with it Haboobs—
We start this month's notes by saying goodbye to
Arabic for sandstorms. With the ending of the social
an old member of the staff, Pte. Gouge, who left us
season and the disappearance of the European
early in the month for "Blighty" after completing his
population, who now seek the comforts of a cooler
Python tour. With him go all the best wishes of the
climate in preference to that of Khartoum.
staff.
We find our military band duties confined to our
We welcome to the staff this month Pte. Discombe,
camp, with the exception of our fortnightly concerts
who joined us last week from the East Surrey Regiment.
still given at the NAAFI Club, Khartoum. Due to the
We hope his stay with us will be both long and pleasant.
closing of the social season, we find the dance band
engagements falling by the wayside with the exception
Ptes. Stokes and Harris have been rather early risers
of the Sudan Club, which is our weekly dance fixture.
of late, as they have been on the open range to fire
their annual classification course. We hope to see
Owing to continued exposure to both sun and sand
them both classify as marksmen.
we are experiencing considerable difficulty in the
maintenance of our instruments, a problem indeed.
On the sporting field we have nothing to report,
However, despite all, we have managed to fulfil our
except one game of basket ball that we played against
commitments.
B.H.Q. Platoon; unfortunately, we lost. Our team
consisted of L/Cpl. Wilson, Ptes. Harris, Stokes,
There is little to record concerning sport, the football
Lawrence and Williams. We hope soon to be able to
season having come to an end. But cricket is fast
field a cricket team, a basket ball team and a volley
beginning and our hopes run high for this, although
ball team that will hold their own with any team that
the team of last year has been sadly depleted of some
wishes to play us.
of our best players.
L/Cpl. Wilson, our everworking clothing storeman,
We will, however, endeavour a "Repeat Performance"
is soon to go on a P.T.I.'s Course, and already we are
of last year's winning of the Harris Shield.
being threatened with fivemile runs before breakfast,
Before chasing, we would like to wish our late Band
but we think he is kidding us—at least, we hope so.
master (W. R. Foster), who is at the moment most
We wish to congratulate Pte. Jones on his wellearned
probably preparing for a return trip to Hong Kong,
appointment to LanceCorporal, and may he go even
bon voyage.
higher yet.
In drawing these notes to a close we wish all ex
members of the Staff all the best wherever they may
be or wherever they go.
SIGNAL PLATOON

My 1 it's hot out here !! ! and we do mean hot.
Lately the temperature runs into the 112—114 groups.
Naturally, most of our spare time is spent in the
swimming pool. Signallers, who could only swim like
the proverbial brick in Hong Kong, now have the
crocodiles in the Nile worried !
This month is notable for several things, mainly
P.E. Tests, our brilliant work on the range and—Volley
Ball. Unfortunately, we cannot tell you of our range
achievements as, owing to 4.30 reveille, we were sleep
walking till at least 9.30 a.m. We won't enthral you
with our P.E. exploits, except perhaps to mention that
we still ache in various parts of our anatomy.
Martin—now Matchless Martin—has entered the
ranks of our Daring D.Rs., fearing neither man nor
beast on the public highway.
Sgt. Floyd, sad to say, has been indisposed for the
whole of April—but he is off on fourteen days' sick leave
to Asmara. After that he will be probably indisposed
further 1

Balances Due to Estates of Deceased
Officers and Soldiers
IN pursuance of "The Regimental Debts Act, 1893",
*notice is hereby given that there is available for dis
tribution amongst the NextofKin or others entitled
the sum of money set opposite to the name of each of
the deceased Officers and Soldiers named in the lists
which are published with this notice in The London
Gazette.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as NextofKin should be addressed by letter
to "The UnderSecretary of State, War Office, Whitehall,
London, S.W.I", and marked outside "Effects".
G. W. TURNER.
War Office.
315/ March, 1950.
Effects 1949.
McAuley, J., Pte., The Buffs...
...
... £12 19 9
Effects 1943.
Frost, S. W., Pte., The Buffs
...
... 6 19 3

V

4th Battalion
H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
CIRSTLY our heartiest con
"gratulations to Major J. T. R.
Prestige on his promotion, and to
Major G. R. D. Hews on his being
awarded the Territorial Decoration
and Bar.
April, with all its showers, has
afforded little opportunity for
outdoor training and so it has
been a very quiet month. The
only happening of note was the
Exercise at Sarre on Sunday,
30th April. In this we cooperated
with the 297 L.A.A. Regiment,
R.A. (T.A.), and with "A" and
"D" Companies. Several useful
lessons were learnt from this
Exercise, especially "A" Company
whom, we understand, learnt how
not to get their nether regions wet.
Still, what is a little dampness to an Infantryman.
Next month we settle down to the serious preparation
for Annual Camp and the first item is zeroing of rifles.
This item is most important as it is expected that the
whole of H.Q. Company will be marksmen after firing
the course.
44A" Company

(Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
It is with deep regret that we record the death of a
popular member of this Company, Pte. Ansley, who,
only two nights previously, was with us on training.
He collapsed and died on the 18th and was interred in
Ramsgate Cemetery on the 21st. The Company was
represented at the funeral. We extend our deepest
sympathy with his widow and relatives and he will be
missed by all.
Pte. Solley has at last been "snared" by the National
Service Act and has joined his Regiment this week.
We wish him the best of luck in his new sphere and
hope the training he has received from us will prove of
benefit to him. We hope that we shall see ^ him again
in 18 months' time when he finishes his full time service
and comes once again to the Territorial Army.
Recruiting has been brighter and we welcome to the
Company Pte. Ray, an exBuff and an exGunner,
whose knowledge of vehicles has already proved in
valuable to the P.S.I, at Ramsgate. We also welcome
Ptes. Green and Healy to the Sandwich Platoon. Both
of the latter have had training with the Cadet Force, so
will not find our training so difficult.
A very enjoyable evening was spent by some of the
Company at the last meeting of the Ramsgate Branch
of the Past and Present Association which took the form
of a Social with the Margate Branch. Major Taylor was
in good form, Sgt. Gabriel played rather a nice game of
musical chairs, whilst Grainger and Harris entertained
the ladies with their usual skill and aplomb. The
C.Q.M.S. (C/Sgt. Knight), true to type, was busily
engaged collecting money for raffle tickets.
Training continues well and we can now produce two
reasonably good Vickers teams. Their acid test comes
on 6th and 7th May when they proceed to Hythe to
carry out firing with live ammunition.
The Wireless Section are having an outdoor exercise
during the next two days which will be the first practical
work they have carried out with the sets. Their progress,
however, is good.

On Sunday the 30th a tactical exercise has been
arranged to take place at Sarre. The object of the
exercise is for "A" Company to attack Sarre and capture
or kill all the enemy (consisting of four guns of the
297 L.A.A. Regiment, R.A.). This should be a fairly
easy task from the talk I have heard in the canteen,
but, of course, the Gunners might have different ideas
about things.
L/Cpl. James has recently attended the twoday
N.C.O.s' Course at Canterbury and returned full of
enthusiasm and praise for both the instruction he
received and the admirable catering arrangements.
We offer our best wishes to the Adjutant for a speedy
recovery from his injuries.
In conclusion, we congratulate Cpl. King on his pro
motion and can only hope that our food at camp will
benefit by the number of courses he has attended recently.
''B" Company (Whitstable and Heme Bay)
The Company held a dance at the beginning of the
month and although it was not a great financial success
a very good time was had by all present. We understand
that a certain officer, attached to this Company, who
attended the dance in blue patrols, was asked, "How
long have you been in the St. John's Ambulance
Brigade ?" Unfortunately, we are unable to quote his
reply.
Our Company rifle team held a match with the Heme
Bay Branch of the Past and Present Association and
just managed to win.
We regret that our last report failed to mention that
Sgt. Joyce had been on a Cook's Course. However, as
the course commenced on 1st April no comment is
necessary.
"D" Company (Folkestone)
The main item of news for April is the attack exercise
at Sarre (Operation Cherry Brandy) in conjunction with
"A" Company and against H.Q. Company and the Kent
Yeomanry.
We were lucky as far as the weather was concerned
and some individuals, who wore battledress under their
denims, found it hot work. By a considerable amount
of crawling we managed to surprise the defenders from
the flank. Some members of the Company were rather
nettled in the process. However, a good time was had
by all, especially when the objective was reached,
shortly after opening time.
We sympathise heartily with the Adjutant being
confined to bed at Shorncliffe Military Hospital,
particularly as our Company Commander uses him as a
source of supply of cigarettes as an alternative to his
2 i/c and P.S.I.
"S" Company (Ashford and Cranbrook)
Training for the month has had to be slightly altered
as our AntiTank guns have had to be sent into work
shops. Therefore we have had to revert to our normal
infantry training for a while.
At Cranbrook we have been given a new role, that of
3 inch Mortar Platoon, and all members in that Drill
Hall are settling down to mastering the Mortar under
the capable guidance of Sgt. Sweeny.
This month has seen quite a change in our numbers.
Firstly we welcome at Ashford our new P.S.I, and we
wish him every success at the same time assuring him
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that we will help him in every way. At Cranbrook we
welcome Sgt. Sweeny as our new 3 inch Mortar Instructor
and Ptes. Clements, Mills and Roberts as new recruits.

War Department Constabulary
Qualification
The following amendment is published for
information :—
3. As a tempdrary measure, exRegular
soldiers holding N.C.O. rank who have
completed 12 years' Colour service will
be considered provided that they fulfil
the qualifications in para. 2 (c) to (i).

Maintain your
service to

King and Country
in civilian life

Join the British Legion
Where The Buffs were in 1875
"And further on, as glides the dinghy through
The Hooghly's winding stream, appears Fort
William,
A wellconstructed fort, with nought to do
But to receive new regiments and to drill 'em
(If they arrive in May or June, to kill 'em)."
TOM RAW (1825).

&
The Legion cooperates with your regi
mental association and speaks for all
exservice men and women
BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.I

Regimental Histories of The Buffs
The following Histories may now be obtained from Secretary,
P. and P, Association, The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury,

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1572 1704
by H. R. KNIGHT
Half bound in leather,  £1 10s.

CANTERBURY
Phone 2139

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF THE BUFFS
1704—1814 and 1814—1914
by C. R. B. KNIGHT
In Two Parts  £1

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUFFS
by E. FOSTER HALL

STATIONERY
BOOKS

Under Revision
also

TYPEWRITERS

"DRUMS AND DRUMMERS"
by G. R. HOWE
Price 2/
Postage extra

RADIO
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4461, Ext. 5.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs
3. ASHFORD
4. LONDON

Chairman
Secretary
SecondinCommand
R.S.M.
SecondinCommand
R.S.M.
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.) Mr. E. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescen*,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. E. W. Tong
Mr. E. Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. E. B. Bums, T.D.

Capt. E Boulding, Windyridge, Sandhurst,
Hawkhurst
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month. Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street, Rochester.
7.30 p.m.
8. SITTINGBOURNE
Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. N. Martin, 9 Knightsfield Road,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Milton Regis
9. RAMSGATE
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
10. MARGATE
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall.
Mr. R. H. Harman
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
11. HYTHE
Last Wednesday in each month, British
Mr. L« R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
12. CANTERBURY
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton'", Tonford Lane,
Mr. L. F. Parratt
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Monday in each month, British
(a) Heme Bay
Mr. A. Trice
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
SubBranch
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone Second Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
13. FOLKESTONE
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. D. H. Hart, 19 Laburnum Avenue,
14. SANDWICH
Mr. H. Taylor
8 p.m.
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
15. DEAL
Deal
First Monday in each month, British Legion
Capt. J. Green, Boughton House, near
16. FAVERSHAM
Major H. Jackson
H.Q., St. John's Road, 7.30 p.m.
Faversham
Second Friday in each month, R.N.O.C.
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Capt. R. J. Robertson
17. BRIGHTON
Club, 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
Brighton
7.30 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month. St. Hubertus
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
18. DENMARK
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
Kegs. Lyngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
7.30 p.m.
7. MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

GROUPS
a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(6) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

It

„
bury,
,
Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
Branch
1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. E Spinner

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

4. DEAL

Mrs. East

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHFORD

Mrs. L King

7. SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. E Dean

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.l, 6.30
p.m.
Second
Tuesday in each month, CoOp.
Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Tower
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Hamlets, Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Every Fourth Friday, Foresters' Hall
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Gillingham, Kent
Second Wednesday in each month, Tb*»
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Ashford
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Ball, East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Sittingbourne.
Secretary
Miss M. J.Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)

IV
Colonel

ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.

Name

Unit or Appointment



CAPTAINS—continued

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

fRice1, N. D. ...
T/Brig.
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parry, F. W. B
Ist Bn.
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
LyndenBell, P. T. G.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Parry, R. F., M.C
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ...
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H.
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,T.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.E

MAJORS

> ;I

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.

T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
:
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn., K.A.R.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Depot.
Moris Cadet School, Aldershot.
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
T/Col. G.S. War Office.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Q Branch, War Office.
Harris St. John, B. J.
DAAG. Div. H.Q., Hong Kong.
Lewis, P. J
1st Bn.
Bailey, N. T.
l.R.W.K.
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. ... T/Lt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C.
...
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
May, J. F. Fitz G
Ministry of Supply.
Ravenhill, R. A. C
Brit. Mil. Mission, Greece.
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... Chinese Training Unit, Hong Kong.
CAPTAINS

1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
32 Sqn RA.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Depot.
G.S.O.3 E. Africa Command.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.3, M.I.26, W.O.
G.SXX, 3 G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
...
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W.
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Coffins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P.
t Supernumerary.
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Broadley, A., T.D. ...
Geary, M
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C, ...
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
Lyons, H. S.
Minard, F. G.
Marriott, A
Pickard, D. L L., T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E.
Leates, M. M.C. ...
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Pitkin, W. H.

LIEUTENANTS

Peckham, A. D.
Squire, S. J
Thorneycroft, F. E.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, L« M.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Griffin, C. J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke. R. A.

...
...
...
...
...

Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. P. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Muffins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.

2ND
...
...
...
...
...
...

4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
IstBn.
IstBn.
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
1 R.W.K.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
IstBn.
H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
IstBn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
1 R.W.K.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
1 R.W.K.
LIEUTENANTS

IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS

Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F. ...

FitzGerald, E. D.
Sherwood, R. D.
Hannan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.

T/Maj.
T/Maj.

... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
CAPTAINS—continued

. 1st Bn.
. H.Q., N. Ireland District, Lisburn,
N. Ireland.
LIEUTENANTS

T/Maj.
T/Maj.
1st Bn.

E. Anglia Dist.

Admin. Office, H.Q. Klagenfurt Gar.,
B.T.A.
H.Q.3. T.C.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
"A" Branch, H.Q. B.T.E., MELF 4.

Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Kille, W. E
Elliott, N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.

... 1st Bp. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash, J. P. ...
1 R.W.K.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O>'B.... IstBn.
...
Iliffe, R. O. ...
... IstBn.
Hadshar, G
... 1st Bn., Course U.K.
Dunglinson, W. G.H.
Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... 1st Bn., Course U.K.
Dent, J. E. ...
... IstBn.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Marshall, F
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
Dubois, G; E., M.C.
... T/Maj., Depot Hie Malaya Regt., Port
Dickson.

Short Service Commissions

T/Maj.

9 Trav. Wing, H.Q.

Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D.N.

Northover, J. A.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. P.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D—
Roseberry, L S.

T/Capt.
T/Capt.
T/Capt.
T/Capt.

QUARTERMASTERS

Rowcliffe, T. A.,, Capt.
Stone, J. H., Lieut.
Corps, J., Capt.

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONELS

4th Bn. : Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, J Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
5th Bn.: Col. ] I. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Coffins. HA. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Balding, C. E F,

MAJORS

CAPTAINS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.

LIEUTENANTS

QUARTERMASTER

Williams, L. J., M.B.E. Maj. (Q.M.)
MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
CHAPLAIN

Major The Rev, A, N. B. Sugden, M.A.

Post free
8/ per annum
4/ 6 months
2/ 3 months
WriteEditor
Depot. The Buffs
Canterbury
Telephone 4461
Ext 5

Members Association of Service Newspapers.
Advertisement Agents: Service Newspapers Ltd., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I.

No. 607

JUNE, 1950

Price : Sixpence

19391945
BELGIUM
FRANCE

Personalia
'"THE following attended the 70th Dinner of
I the Dragon Club held at Claridges Hotel on
Wednesday, June 7th :—

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA
LEROS
GERMANY

MajorGeneral The Hon. G. Scarlett (in the Chair).
Brigadiers J. F. Whitacre Allen, V. Boucher, E. Foster
Hall, A. D. McKechnie, N. D. Rice, A. B. Thomson.
Colonels J. G. Atkinson, C. R. B. Knight.
LieutenantColonels D. C. Coates, J. E. King, H. S.
Knocker, D. S. Lister, G. E. F. Oliver, T. R. Reid,
J. P. W. Samuelson, J. R. Willows, C. E. Wilson.
Majors J. S. Blanford, C. Bossom, D. N. Court, B. H.
Craig, P. R. H. Fox, N. F. GordonWilson, A. G. Jelf,
P. T. G. LyndenBell, A. E. Majendie, A. J. Peareth,
R. W. M. Webster, F. G. B. Wills.
Captains W. G. Blaxland, E. W. MacDonald, G. P.
Mount, J. P. Nash, N. D. Poulsen, C. H. Reay, N. G.
Wale.
Lieutenants A. H. E. Pim, R. A. Stratford
Tuke, P. F. Wilson.
Guest : H.H. Prince Georg of Denmark.

The following attended the Regimental Tea
Party held at Claridges Hotel on June 7th :—
Brigadier and Mrs. J. F. Whitacre Allen, Miss Allen,
Mrs. A. S. K. Anderson, Colonel and Mrs. J. G. Atkinson,
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, Brigadier and Mrs. V. Boucher,
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. D. C. Coates, Major and Mrs.
B. H. Craig, Mrs. Eaton, Mrs. Findlay, Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. R. S. I. Friend, Major and Mrs. N. F.
GordonWilson, Brigadier and Mrs. E. Foster Hall,

EGYPT
ITALY

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA
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Lieut Coionei and Mrs. H. S. Knocker, Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. L. W. Lucas, Major and Mrs. A. E. Majendie,
Mrs. Marshall, Major and Mrs. H. Milton, Major A. J.
Peareth, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. T. R. Reid, Mrs.
Ronald, MajorGeneral and Mrs. Scarlett, Mrs. L.
Howard Smith, Brigadier and Mrs. A. B. Thomson,
Captain and Mrs. N. G. Wale, Major and Mrs. R. W. M,
Webster, Lieut. P. F. Wilson, Major and Mrs, P. T. G.
LyndenBell,

At the funeral of the late Major W. H. Booth,
the Colonel and all ranks of The Buffs were
represented by MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan,
who kindly arranged for the provision of a
wreath on behalf of the Regiment and for the
attendance of two drummers of the Welch
Regiment who sounded the Last Post and
Reveille.
We regret to hear that Lieut.Colonel R. M.
Watson is very ill andin the General Hospital
at Johannesburg. We wish him a speedy
recovery.
Major H. J. Martin retired on June 1st,
having completed 43 years' service. We
understand he is settling at Broadstairs and
wish him the best of luck for the future. We
shall hope to see him at meetings of the
Ramsgate Branch of the Association.
\ry
j , i_ j
, ,, .
x x
We regret to record ffie _deaths of Major
^ O BeHffigton P m
^
News has been received from Major M.
Bruce, brother of Major E. P. C. Bruce, that
Major J. Savage, R.E., exBandsman in The
Buffs, is now a leading light in Colombo. He
is fit and well and playing a great amount of
hockey, with success.
StaffSergeant R. G. Smith, R.E.M.E., late
1st and 2nd Battalions, 193241, has recently
returned, home from a tour in Ceylon. He, his
wife and daughter are at Ramsgate on holiday.
We regret to record the death of Mr. T. W.
Ryalla, 6284201 Private, late of the 1st
Battalion, and a life member of the Association.
—
We should be grateful if any of our readers
who know the address of one or more of the
following would be so good as to inform us
R. J. H. Brinsley ; J. H. Cawthra ; K. M.
Cole; J. H. M. Dawson; F. R. M. Palengat.
—
Captains G. Hadshar and D. P. R. Barrett
are attending a course at the School of Infantry,
Warminster.

Major G, L. B. Oliver is at a Sanatorium at
Granham Lodge, Granham, Gloucestershire,
where he is making slow but steady progress
towards recovery. He would welcome letters
from his friends.
MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan has recently
paid a visit to his regiment at Warminster,
during which he met Colonel R. F. Parry who
dined in the Mess, On his return journey
General Morgan visited Brig. A. B. Thomson.
"Joe" Richards writes that he is now
employed at Lewes. The job was found for
him by an old Buff, exC.S.M. Hhlier, late of
the 2nd Battalion, India, and 191418 War,
who is manager of the Labour Exchange there.
Our facing page has been rearranged to
include officers holding short service com
missions. We are unfortunately ignorant
QF where the majority are or how employed.
We should be glad of information on these
points*
========
.


Births, Marriages and Deaths
DEATHS

Bettington.On June 8th, 1950, at Torquay,
Rowland Osbaldeston Bettingion,
late of The
5
Buff
youngest son of the la te Colonel R. A.
Bettington, of Johannesburg, aged 65 years.
Booth.—On June 3rd, 1950, at Brynmelyn,
HayonWye, Major Wiffiam Henry Booth
D s o. O B.E., late The Buffs, beloved husband
of. Kathleen, in his 88th year.
Whitfield.—On June 12th, 1950, peacefully, at
Eddington, Kent, Henry Frederick Whitfield,
Headmaster of Eddington House, and beloved
husband of Celia Whitfield, in his 58th year.
—

Obituary

Major William Henry Booth, D.S.O., O.B.E.
1862: d. 3rd June, 1950
EDUCATED at Wellington College and the
^R.M.C., Sandhurst, he was commissioned in
The Buffs on 10th May, 1882. The greater part
of his service was spent with the 1st Battalion
in India with a tour of duty at the Depot in
1888 to 1890, and the 2nd Battalion in 1899.
In 1900 he went on the Staff and took part in
the S.A. War, being awarded the D.S.O. and
Mentioned in Despatches. In 1901 he re
joined the 1st Battalion, retiring in 1906. He
was promoted Captain on 2nd January, 1893,
and Major on 16th February, 1901.
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In the 191418 War he was employed as
R.T.O. and in 1918 was awarded the O.B.E.
He was a J.P., sitting on the Bredwardine
bench of magistrates at Hay for many years.
A Fishernfan of distinction, he had accounted
for many salmon, his biggest catches being two
of 48 lbs. each and he held for many years the
record for the largest pike caught in running
water in the British Isles ; it was 37| lbs. and
was killed in the Castle water at Hay and is
now in the Hereford Museum.
Others of an older generation are better
qualified to write of Major Booth's army
career than I, but it was my privilege to visit
him on several occasions during the evening of
his life at his lovely home at HayonWye.
Those visits were indeed a valued memory,
for he and Mrs. Booth lived a life of peace and
tranquillity all too rare in this atomic age.
Not that he was inactive. Mentally I have
seldom met a man of his age who took such a
vivid interest in all that is best in life.
Outside the home circle his first interest was
the Regiment: of that there can be no shadow
of doubt. Not only did he enjoy talking of his
own soldiering days, but he was always eager
for news of the present and it was a lasting regret
with him that failing health had prevented him
from attending Dragon Club dinners in recent
years. As witness to his pride in the Regiment's
current achievements a tale may be told. When
the 2nd Battalion mounted the Royal guards
in London between the wars, Major Booth
travelled from South Wales to watch them. So
impressed was he by their drill that he travelled
back to HayonWye that evening and returned
to London next day for a second visit, this time
taking Mrs. Booth with him to share his pride.
Fishing and his garden were perhaps his
other favourite preoccupations. Until quite
recent years he was still able to wade the Wye
and anyone who knows that powerful river
will appreciate what that means in terms of
local knowledge. His feats with the rod were
great. With a twinkle he would say, "I used to
throw them back under 40 lbs. !"
His garden was a bird sanctuary and it was
nothing for the arrival of tea to be heralded by
a favourite greattit to eat crumbs from his
hand. Until the grey squirrels exterminated
them, the red squirrels were also a constant joy
and the drawingroom, with its great bowl of
hazel nuts, was seldom untenanted by one or
two of the tribe.
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Major Booth refused to acknowledge the
advancing years and the last time I saw him in
the early spring he was chortling at having
cajoled the authorities into renewing his motor
car insurance. He was legally quite ten years
too old to drive. Such was his courage.
So passes a fine Buff and a country gentleman
of a dying age. The modern world can ill spare
the wisdom and the philosophy of his generation.
"The years teach much which the days never
know."
V.B.
Henry Frederick Whitfield
Captain Whitfield served in The Buffs in the
191418 War. He joined the 1/4th Battalion in
September, 1914, and embarked with the
Battalion on H.T. Dongola in October, 1914,
for India. In 1915 he took part in operations
at Aden with the Battalion and in January,
1916, went with it to Bareilly. He left the
Battalion for the United Kingdom on sick
leave in 1919.
He then took up the profession of school
master at Eddington House, Heme Bay, where
for some years past he had been Headmaster.
He was a keen cricketer and in his earlier
days took part in Regimental cricket weeks at
the Depot.
He was a very keen and hardworking
member of the Past and Present Association.
For many years he was Chairman of the Can
terbury Branch and more recently Secretary of
the Heme Bay SubBranch, being held in great
affection by members of both branches.
Rowland Osbaldeston Bettington
Commissioned in The Buffs for the 1914/18
War he served with the 6th Battalion.

Future Events
August 13th. Remembrance Sunday.
August 19th. 4th Battalion, The Buffs
(193945), Reunion Dinner, Canterbury.
Application for tickets with names and
addresses clearly written to Mr. H. A.
Hollingshee, 1 Montgomery Avenue,
Canterbury.
September (date not yet fixed). 8th (S)
Battalion, 191418 (Loos Night). Will
exmembers of the 8th (S) Battalion
who wish to attend, apply to Captain
R. W. Wahy, 3 Deepdene Lodge, Upper
Tulse Hill, London, S.W.2.
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September 23rd. London Branch Ladies'
Guild Dinner. Carr's Restaurant.
October 7th. 6th Battalion (191418)
Annual Dinner. Price of ticket 10/.
Application should he made to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton,
London, S.E.7. Those residing in the
Kent country areas who wish to avail
themselves of travel by coach, to get in
touch with Mr. W. Jeffrey, M.G., 14
Victoria Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
October 14th and 15th. The Buffs Golfing
Society Autumn Meeting at Littlestone.

Communications
(^)N the occasion of the engagement of H.H.
Prince Georg of Denmark the following
telegrams were interchanged:—
"All ranks offer sincere congratulations.
SCARLETT, Colonel, The Buffs."
"Heartiest thanks.—GEORG."

Extracts from the London Gazette
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE
OF TUESDAY, 23RD MAY, 1950, DATED FRIDAY,
26TH MAY, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—22285266 Cadet John Robert

Prentice (409223) to be 2nd Lt., 18th March,
1950.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—22177897 Cadet Arthur John

Snowden (409240) to be 2nd Lt., 18th March,
1950.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (W.S./Capt.) Utrick Henry
Burton Alexander, M.B.E. (117165), from A. &

S.H. Emerg. Commn., to be Capt., 12th January,
1950, with seniority 30th March, 1945.
The following Officers are awarded the
Efficiency Medal (Territorial) :—
The Buffs.—Capt. (Hon. Lt.Col.) J. E.
Clarke, M.B.E. (145016) ; Lt. (Hon. Capt.)
J. Rennison (129471).
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
TUESDAY, 30TH MAY, 1950, DATED FRIDAY,
2ND JUNE, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Maj. (Qr.Mr.) H. J. Martin,
M.B.E. (45451), having exceeded the age limit

for retirement, is placed on ret. pay, 1st June,
1950.

Buffs Golfing Society
Y^\N Saturday, 20tn May,
7the B.G.S. once again
enjoyed the hospitality of the
Woodpeckers on their links at
Newzealand Golf Club. Sick
ness and unavoidable absence
took their toll and we could
only muster 6 instead of 8 as
planned.
The morning broke dull and
misty, but apart from a fine
rain at long intervals, there
was nothing to detract from
the enjoyment of a good day's
golf.
The hospitality of the Wood
peckers is proverbial although somewhat em
barrassing, when entertained on such a lavish
scale. Mere thanks seemed woefully inadequate,
one can only record here how very much we all
enjoyed ourselves.
The play revealed that we had come up
against a tough proposition and strive as we
would, defeat was the order of the day. We
won but one match in the morning and one in
the afternoon. Full score below.
The course was in first class condition and
seemed more open than formerly ; anyhow,
there was no rattling of balls among the branches
that I seem to remember on. the last occasion
that I played there. Perhaps due to improved
technique. Who knows ?
Well, if there is another fixture next year,
may I be one to empty yet another glass !
J.C.
Played at New Zealand G.C. on 20th May, 1950.
FOURSOMES

Morning

WOODPECKERS

Mark Palmer and L. G.
O. Hutchison (2 & 1) 1
Major G. Le Roy Burnham
& A. P. Bristowe
(2&1)
...
... 1
Maj. P. R. Whittington
& Maj. H. K. Longman 0
Total

...

BUFFS G. S.
Maj. E. S. Scott and
W. J. Richardson ... 0
Maj.Gen. Sir R. Stan
ham & Col. J.
Crookenden
... 0
Capt. W. C. La marque
& H. B. Vertue (4 & 3) 1

2

FOURSOMES

Afternoon
Mark Palmer & L. G. O.
Maj. E. S. Scott& W. J.
Hutchison ...
... 0
Richardson (4 & 2)
1
Maj. G. Le Roy Burnham
Maj.Gen. Sir R. Ston
A. P. Bristowe (6 & 5)
hajm # Colonel J.
Crookenden
... 6

THE
Maj. W. E. Walker and
Dr. T. G. Fetherston
haugh (8 & 6)

Capt. W. C. Lamarque
and H. B. Vertue ...
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Past and Present Association
Life Members
MAY 1ST—31ST, 1950

Total
Final Result : Woodpeckers won by 4 matches to 2.

Army Crusaders (Army Officers)
Association Football Club
A MEETING was held at the Royal Military Academy
** Sandhurst on 4th May, 1950, with the object of
reviving the above Club.
The objects of the Army Crusaders are
1. To give officers an opportunity of interesting them
selves in Army Football and of getting games of
the type to which they are accustomed.
2. To run a series of matches against as many Soccer
playing Public Schools as possible.
3. To play the officers of the Sister Services.
4. To further the true amateur spirit of the sport.
Membership of the Club is open to officers of the
Regular Army (including National Service officers),
Reserve of Officers and Territorial Army, and Officer
Cadets of the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.
The rates of subscription are as follows :—
Life Membership ...
...
... £2 2 0
Annual Membership
5 0
It it hoped to defray any match expenses incurred by
individual players.
Several fixtures have already been arranged for the
season 195051, the first one for October, 1950. These
fixtures include a match against the officers of the
Royal Navy. Although no fixtures are being arranged
in the North of England at present, it is hoped to
arrange a fixture list with schools in the North later on.
It is hoped to arrange at least one trial match in the
Aldershot area in the second half of September. Officers
desirous of playing next season are asked to submit
their names before 1st August, 1950 if possible.
Applications for membership or for further inform
ation should be sent to Captain N. W. Watson, R.A.E.C.,
Hon. Secretary, Army Crusaders Football Club, Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey.

Lloyd's Patriotic Fund
THE Trustees of Lloyd's Patriotic Fund have issued
* their Report of the valuable work achieved during
1949, the number of cases receiving benefit being 1,177
and the total amount distributed in grants £20,580.
The oldest Naval and Military Fund of its kind in
existence, Lloyd's Patriotic Fund was founded at
Lloyd's Coffee House in 1803 during the Napoleonic
Wars and the number of applications received during
the past year proves that there is still a real need of
help, especially for the dependents of Officers and Men
of the Royal Navy and Army for whose benefit the Fund
was started more than 140 years ago. In the majority
of cases, those receiving regular help from the General
Fund are dependents of Officers and Men who fought in
Campaigns prior to the Great War of 19141918.
Continued on p. vi

H.Q. Roll.—Piatt, B.
Is/ Battalion Branch.—Broomhead, W. Bailey, P.,
Price, R., Bird, G. O., Cox, C., Carpenter, Av Jones, J.,
Pellant, A. J., Parker, S., Swain, A., Scamp, P., Smevin,
L., Wildish, G., Weston, R.

Annual Members
MAY 1ST—31ST, 1950

Medway Branch.—Hocking, F. G.
Ramsgate Branch.—Fox, A. J., Curtis, A. S.
Folkestone Branch.—Clark, R.

Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
May, 1950, were :—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
...
37 18 8
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...
...
50 1 6

Postal Shoot, April
Branch

Total

Dover

96

95

95

94

89

89

558

Hythe

95

95

88 i 83

82

78

521

Ramsgate

98

89

87

84

75

75

508

Margate

90

84

83

82

80

76

495

Sittingbourne

80

76

73

73

65

63

430

Sandwich

62

55

54

53

93

25

288

Ashford Branch
The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
June 14th, at 3 p.m. The Chairman (Mrs.
King) presided.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
signed.
Letter of thanks was read from Major
Peareth for the donation received towards the
cost of the carpet in the Warriors' Chapel.
Letter and messages re their absence were
received from Mrs. Sharrard, Mrs. Manktelow,
Mrs. Washford and Mrs. Hogwood.
A variety of gifts for the Sale of Work for
Guild funds were quickly purchased. Mrs. King
thanked all members present for their great
effort.
E.L.E.P.
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London Branch
Meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 20th May, with Mr.
E. W. Tong in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us our
President, Major J. E. Enright, VicePresidents,
Colonel C. E. Vaughan and Captain G. J.
Emery, also Captain D. G. Woodcock.
The Chairman asked the members to stand
in silence for one minute in memory of 5729
C. Atkins, 2nd Battalion, and W. A. Veale,
1/5th Battalion, who had recently passed away.
Mr. W. Everitt rose and said he had repre
sented the Branch at the funeral of the late
Mr. C. Atkins ; he had kept in touch with him
by visiting him at Folkestone during the past
few years.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes
of the last meeting which was held on 15th
April. These were confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence which included letters from
Mrs. Skinner, Captain Geo. Johnson and H.
Jarvis of the Ashford Branch.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—Mr. Ricketts gave
details of transport by coach and after dis
cussion Captain Emery suggested that the
proposed fare of 12/ be confirmed and any
upward trend in price, owing to the increased
cost of petrol, be met from any excess which
would otherwise have gone to the Branch funds.
Mr. Ricketts offered to assist Mr. Collins to
compile a list of members desirous of making
the journey to Canterbury by coach. The
Secretary read a letter from Sgt. Wright in
which he had kindly furnished details of travel
by party ticket from Victoria on 13th August.
BRANCH ACCOUNTS.—Captain Emery gave
details of the Branch accounts for the year
ended 31st March, 1950. The President re
marked that the accounts had been well kept
and the balance sheet very well laid out. The
Chairman said the Committee had decided to
have the accounts audited by members elected
from the Branch, thus saving the sum of
£5 5s. Od. each audit which had formerly
been paid for a professional audit.
Mr. G. W. Clayton rose and remarked that
he and Mr. R. Dudley had found things had
been made easy for them by Captain Emery
when they had come to audit the books.

ANNUAL DINNER AND DANCE.—The Assistant
Secretary read letters of congratulation add
ressed to himself and his Dinner Committee.
Captain Emery proposed and Mr. F. O'Dell
seconded a proposal that a vote of thanks be
recorded in favour of Mr. Collins and his Com
mittee for the excellent show they had put on.
In answer to a question put by Mr. O'Dell,
the Assistant Secretary replied that a loss of
£11 2s. Od. had been incurred. Captain Emery
rose and remarked that had more members
attended the loss would have been avoided
and a profit probably made. Very few young
members had been present.
The Chairman expressed his thanks to the
Dinner Committee and to Colonel Vaughan
and Captain Emery, who had been coopted at
the last moment to make speeches. They had
responded magnificently and he hoped they
would make many more. He remarked that
the President's speech had been full of fire.
Mr. Collins stated that the 2/5th Battalion
had been represented by Messrs. Guy V.
Man waring and G. B. Home.

PRESENT FOR FIRST TIME.—Mr. FitzGerald
attended for the first time and was welcomed
into the Branch by the Chairman.
Major Enright drew our attention to the
fact that Clarence Holness, No. 1 Kitchener's
Army, was present for the first time for five
years. He used to play the 6th Battalion to
and from the trenches during the First World
War. He was an old soldier and had the Chitral
Medal amongst others. Clarence, who had his
tin whistle with him, promptly played the
Regimental March, followed by other tunes.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
E.C.W.G.

CENOTAPH PARADE —The Chairman called
for volunteers to escort the wreath. Mr. S.
Lewis offered to take charge and Mr. Marshall
and Mr. E. Jarvis volunteered to form part of
the escort. Mr. Lewis said he would find two
more on the parade.

24TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
The 24th Anniversary Dinner and Dance was
held at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge,
on Saturday, 13th May.

BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 2s. Od.

Our President, Major Enright, proposed a
vote of thanks to ViceChairman R. W. Billings
for the gift of a Dragon emblem which was to
be placed in a prominent position during
Branch meetings.

LONDON BRANCH 24th ANNIVERSARY DINNER
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Mr. E. W. Tong (Chairman of the Branch)
presided over a gathering of well over one
hundred, and was supported by Mrs. Tong,
Major J. E. Enright, President of the Branch,
and Mrs. Enright, Colonel E. C. Vaughan and
Mrs, Vaughan, Captain G. G. Emery and Mrs.
D, E. Spinner (Chairman of the Ladies' Guild).
On arrival members and their guests were
shown into the Tudor Lounge by the Dinner
Committee. The evening started by everyone's
name being announced over the microphone
t6 the Chairman and the President.
Before dinner was served the Chairman
informed all present* of the sad circumstances
which prevented the Colonel of the Regiment
and Mrs. Scarlett from being present. Major
Peareth, the General Secretary, was also unable
to be present owing to indisposition.
During dinner music was provided by the
Grenadier Guards Dance Orchestra.
After the loyal toast, which was followed by
the National Anthem, the toast of the Regiment
was proposed by our President. Major Enright
in proposing the toast of "Our Regiment"
spoke of its valour and heroism in the many
bloody battles it had fought all over the world
from its ancient beginning to the present day.
He mentioned Private O'Connor and Major
Maude, two of the first to receive the Victoria
Cross after its institution; also of Lieutenant
Latham at Albuhera, Sergeant Smith in India,
and the deeds of Corporal Cotter in the 1914/18
War. He told us about Private Moyse, "that
drunken soldier of The Buffs" who suffered
death in preference to humiliation. It was
interesting to hear the speaker refer to the
Burghers of Bruges presenting 600 barrels of
beer to the Regiment and how The Buffs
served at one time as Marines and also sent a
detachment to America to help to found the
State of Virginia. From generation to gener
ation over a period of 378 years, the glorious
traditions of our Regiment have been valiantly
kept untarnished and added to by the valour
of the officers and other ranks throughout the
ages. So it will be in the future years to come.
Colonel Vaughan, who responded, made a
very amusing speech about the life in the 2nd
Battalion, and of its fine record in all athletics,
especially the crosscountry running team in
which two were present at the dinner, Skinner
and Collins. But there is one thing he was
not sure of; did the 2nd ^ Battalion have
bedside lamps because he saw a Buff raffling
one the other month. The answer is yes, in
the officers' billets. He also warned the guests
in case someone produced a white rabbit and
started to raffle it.

In proposing the toast of the London Branch,
Mrs. Spinner said she well remembered how it
started in 1926. She had watched it grow
from a small beginning to a large Branch. It
has never forgotten its first rule that no worthy
Buff should fall by the wayside. It has created
friendships that would never have been made
had it not been for its inception. It has brought
all friends together when they left the Regiment.
There are many of the Branch who have* passed
on but their memory will be forever green as
their names are inscribed in the Book of Life.
The London Branch has been very helpful to
the Ladies' Guild and I know they have
supported not only the Regiment but the
Association.
Captain G. G. Emery proposed the toast of
our Guests which he said was a great honour
to be called upon to do. He said how pleased
he was to see such a good gathering with
smiling faces. He thanked the Dinner Com
mittee for arranging such a fine dinner.
Mr. C. Kellick, exR.S.M. of the Royal
Artillery, responded for the guests.
Mr. R. J. Collins, Toast Master and M.C. of
the evening, read our messages from Their
Majesties the King and Queen, and from our
VicePresident, Lieutenant A. E. Grant, who
said although he could not be present he would
be thinking of us.
The members and their guests were then
asked to adjourn to the Tudor Lounge until
dancing commenced at 8.40 p.m., continuing
until 10.45 p.m.
Prizes for the spot dances were given by
Mr. E. W. Tong, Mr. Billings and Mr. Collins.
Bouquets were given by Mr. Hawkins and Mr.
Collins. The bouquets were received by Mrs.
Tong, Mrs. Enright and Mrs. Spinner.
At 10.45 p.m. the Chairman and Mrs. Tong
and the Manageress of the Bridge House were
escorted to the stage where the Manageress
received the congratulations and three cheers
from all present for the splendid arrangements
she had made. The musicians of the Grenadier
Guards also received great applause from all.
Mr. Collins would like to thank the Dinner
Committee, Mr. Bob Billings and S. Lewis, for
their great help towards making the 24th
Anniversary such a success.

LADIES' GUILD

There was a large attendance of members on
Saturday, June 3rd, at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant.

THE
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MINUTES.—The Minutes for the month of
May were read, passed and signed. There
were no questions arising out of the Minutes.
WELCOME.—The Chairman, Mrs. Spinner,
welcomed Mrs. Annon as a new member.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from the Guild President, The Hon. Mrs.
Gerald Scarlett, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Lamb,
Mrs. Ongley and Mrs. Hogben.
REGRETS.—Regrets were sent by Mrs.
Enright and Mrs. Billings.
RETURN OF THANKS.—A letter was read
from Mrs. Dean, Chairman of the Sittingbourne
Ladies' Guild, thanking the members for their
kind interest and thoughts during her illness.
DINNER.—Members were again reminded
about the Ladies' Dinner on September 23rd
next and to book in now to prevent disappoint
ment as seating accommodation is limited.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—It was an
nounced that the Annual General Meeting and
Election of Officers would take place on 1st
July.
SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Members were reminded
that all annual subscriptions become due next
Meeting night.
RAFFLES.—Raffles were very kindly given
by Mrs. Spinner, Nurse Evans and Mr. Collins,
which realised a sum of £1 lis. 6d. Our
grateful thanks.
D.E.S.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting was held on May 26th.
Business was carried out, after which a most
enjoyable afternoon was spent at whist. Mrs.
Valpy carried out duties of M.C. and Miss
Violet Edmonds presented prizes to Mrs.
Valpy, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Finch, Mrs. Watkins,
the lowest prize going to Miss Edmonds. Lucky
number, Mrs. Medhurst.
Mrs. King Holt thanked Miss Violet Edmonds
for kindly presented prizes and also thanked
all members and friends for gifts. Tea was
served during the afternoon.
On May 19th on the kind invitation of
General and Mrs. Scarlett a party of members
paid a visit to Stonegreen Hall, Mersham. Mrs.
Scarlett entertained us to tea and after a very
happy time Mrs. Holt thanked both General
and Mrs. Scarlett for a most pleasant afternoon.
The drive home through the country was
enjoyed by all.
M.S.
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Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 177th Meeting, held at the
Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, 12th May, 1950.
Colonel Dean was in the Chair, supported by
Major J. E. Wills and Secretary. About 20
members were present.
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were
read and confirmed.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES. — The
transfer of the Club was discussed. The Chair
man then gave some particulars about the
silver which is being repaired and cleaned.
The Secretary mentioned that the Branch
Dart Team would be playing in the Final
InterBranch Dart Competition.
The Chairman informed the Meeting that the
Ladies' Guild were running a Whist Drive on
the 26th May, and it was hoped that Members
would support them.
A Booby Prize, given by Mr. Russell, was
won by Mr. Stowers ; this realized 10/.
The Meeting then closed and was followed
by games.
Minutes of the 178th Monthly Meeting, held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on
Friday, 9th June, 1950.
Colonel D. J. Dean was in the Chair,
supported by the Secretary and Assistant
Secretary.
An apology was received from Major J. E.
Wills.
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were
read and confirmed.
Correspondence was read, from which it was
noted that we were to play in the Final Dart
Match at Canterbury on 24th June, against
the Weald Branch, and that the Hythe Branch
would be paying us a visit on 17th June.
The Branch has now started a Savings Club
with Mr. J. Ravensdale as Secretary and Mr.
E. Spice as Treasurer.
The Children's Box was opened on 20th
May and contained £4 5s. Od.—thanks to the
Darts "good and bad".
A Booby Prize, given by Mr. F. Stowers,
was won by Mr. L. Coward and this realized 8/.
Ramsgate Branch
Better late than never, but first I must thank
Sandwich Branch for the good evening they
gave Ramsgate in May. Being busy, I forgot
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it in last month's notes, but they gave us a
very pleasant evening and our members
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We look
forward to another evening trip to Sandwich.
Another visit my members do not forget
was Canterbury, but we hope next time we
come that their Dart board is better illuminated.
Seaside boards as well as the town are lit up
bright at night.
Coming back to darts—will some kind
volunteer show Dick Atkins where the double
one is situated.
Our Social Committee were rubbing into the
members on their poor attendance. All excuses
were given, but I think our younger members
are baby sitters (?).
We shall be pleased to hear news of Heme
Bay and trust their Secretary is better.
Now for the meeting report
Fifty members attended the monthly meeting of the
Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present Association
The Buffs, held at the Freemasons' Tavern, High Street,
Ramsgate, on 19th May, 1950.
Mr. C. F. Fakley presided, supported by Major F. G.
Neville, R.S.M. Jeffreys, Messrs. E. H. Swendell, J.
Hogben, F. Harvey (London Branch) and B. E. Knott
(Hon. Secretary).
Extending a welcome to Major Neville and Mr. F.
Harvey, the Chairman said that their presence that
evening showed their interest and assisted the progress
of the branch. Mr. Fakley quite understood that
members were busy on seasonal work, but with the large
strength of the branch he regretted that the attendance
was not as good as it should be, and the Chairman
expressed the wish that the younger members would
endeavour to attend. Mr. Fakley made mention of the
great loss the branch had sustained by the death of Mr.
W. Diddams, those present standing in silence for two
minutes as a token of respect to their late member.
An interesting report giving details of the recent social
activities was given by Mr. J. Hogben. He stated that
he was very disappointed at the support given to social
events, and if there were any suggestion that would
benefit and make socials a better success, he and his
committee would welcome it. He definitely stated that
his hardworking committee needed more support.
They had lost the semifinal of the Branch Dart Com
petition nt Canterbury because of lack of support of
the dart playing members. Mr. Hogben jocularly
remarked the light was bad and so were his efforts
as he was picked to play for the team owing to the poor
number attending.
Mr. Harvey thanked the branch for his welcome.
He was always pleased to attend their meetings. Rams
gate was looked upon as a successful branch and the
true Buff spirit was always present. Mr. A. Curtis, a
new member, reciprocated Mr. Harvey's remarks;
the friendship extended was wonderful and reminded
him of the years when he served in the Regiment.
True to their motto "Once a Buff, always a Buff".
It was proposed by Mr. E. Birch and seconded by
Mr. J. Blake that the Secretary would write to O.C.
4/5th Buffs for a date to hold a social evening to be held

at the Drill Hall. This would foster comradeship with
the serving members and would act as an incentive
for the Territorials to join the Association.
This suggestion met with approval from all present.
Mr. Fakley was unanimously selected as Branch
Representative to attend the launching ceremony of
the Ramsgate Sea Cadet Corps. The Secretary, Mr.
Knott, stated that the London Branch Cenotaph
Parade would be in June, and Major Enright had written
to the Ramsgate Branch for their welcome support.
Letters of apology for absence were read from Major
A. J. H. Taylor, Capt. K. F. Speakman, Messrs. R.
Durrant, S. Bind, R. Taverner and W. Groombridge.
New members enrolled were Messrs. S. J. Fox and
S. S. Curtis.
At the conclusion of the business proceedings, refresh
ments were served by Buff Host Dick Atkins, and the
remainder of the evening was spent in reviving old
comradeship.
B.E.K.

Folkestone Branch
Last Saturday evening, June 10th, saw the
invasion of "D" Company Club by Faversham
Branch ; but as we had had due notice we
were prepared to receive them.
They had been to Eastbourne for the day
and being warm Phil Walters and Harold
Wilkinson were kept busy repelling boarders.
Nevertheless, we were delighted to welcome
them and this feeling was reciprocated. Their
Entertainments Secretary voiced their approval
before leaving, his remarks being received by
much applause by all the members of the
Club who were present. Our thanks are due
to "D" Company Club for making this visit
possible. We hope some day to return the
compliment.
Those of us who were privileged to know
"Snowy" Veale will have read with deep
regret of his passing. "Snowy" was of a retiring
but very sunny nature and we shall miss his
smiling face on Remembrance Sunday. Harry
Jarvis will be lost without his pal, but he
leaves behind many pleasant memories. So
long, "Snowy". Our sympathy goes out to his
family.
There was a small attendance at our meeting
on Tuesday, 13th, but, let it be said, all the
Committee, and office holders were present.
There was little to discuss, but Major West
gave us a resume of Remembrance Sunday
arrangements ; now it remains for all of us to
make an. effort to attend. I'm sure you will.
Some of the members present said they intended
being on parade at the Dedication of the
R.A.A. Standard on Sunday.
W.B.
Continued on i>. vi
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1st Battalion
ALBUHERA Day—that
yearly standby of dis
tracted subEditors search
ing wildly for their May
"copy"—has been so well
and truly covered by the
Company and other con
tributors that this corres
pondent finds himself hard
put to it to discover any
thing fresh to say on the
matter. As readers will see
for themselves, the after
noon and evening were fully
occupied with events both
grave and gay. The high
light of the entire day—once the excitement
over the successful result of the motorcycle
lottery draw had died down—the real highlight
was, undoubtedly, the floodlit Retreat Beating.
This—besides being the "swan song" of Drum
Major Patten den, and a very fine one at that,
was, in this correspondent's view, the best
thing on a Battalion level that has been seen
for very many years. There were many com
plimentary things said, by numerous civilian
and Service spectators, which showed that the
long hours of rehearsal, and the toil, the sweat
and the tears that had gone into the performance
had all been more than well worth while.
May will also be remembered for other
things, however. The Church Parade, two
days before Albuhera Day, when, although the
turnout was of a very high order, the march
past after the Service reminded this corres
pondent of nothing so much as of an impromptu
parade, of some of the newestjoined recruits
in the Polish Army, which he witnessed in
Cracow some eighteen years ago, The lining
of a part of the Raid's route to the airfield,
earlier in the month, on the occasion of his
departure; a sad day for all of us and par
ticularly for those who had come to know him
and his family well. The arrival, the landing
and takeoff trials, and the final departure of
the now world famous de Havilland "Comet",
much of which we were able to watch ; and
Group Captain "Cat'sEye" Cunningham's
extreme courtesy and kindness in allowing
some of us to climb into the machine itself
where we became crosseyed with looking at
the innumerable dials and gadgets with which
the cockpit was filled. And our first experience
of a real "huboob" and subsequent sand and
rainstorms.
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All these have helped to make the past
month a memorable one in one way or another,
tliough it must in all honesty be admitted that
during the last few days of May and the first
few of June the weather has indeed relented.
There has been a good deal of coming and
going since this correspondent last put pen to
paper. Captains Hadshar and Barrett got
away by Nile Valley Route and by air res
pectively, bound for the selfsame Course at
the School of Infantry. History does< not
relate (yet) whether either or both of them
arrived on time, but in view of the hideous
backlog of personnel awaiting shipping for
their homeward journey we feel that, for all
any of us know, they may still be at Port Said
or even at WadiHalfa. Another departure—
and a most sad one—was that of Mrs. Lewis
who, at very short notice, had to fly home with
her small daughter who, almost from the first
moment of arrival in Khartoum in February,
had not "come along" as her parents had
hoped and expected. There is no doubt that
the decision taken was the right one but that
is cold comfort indeed to those concerned. As
this editorial is written, however, the news
about them from home is more than satisfactory.
Long may that continue.
2/Lieuts. West and Snowden arrived from
England during the month. The former—as
reported in somewhat more lurid detail in his
Company's notes—at once went into hospital
where he was able to compare notes with the
Adjutant, Major Morgan, on the subject of
"Gyppy Tummy". 2/Lieut. Snowden at once
went up to Gebeit to join "B" Company, from
where had come, a day or so earlier, 2/Lieut.
Griffin to take over the duties of M.T.O. Major
Jackson, hotfoot from H.Q., B.T.E., joined
the Battalion during the last few days of May
and, after a week's "breather" in Khartoum,
set off for Gebeit to take over Detachment
Commander from Captain ffrench Blake. To
all the new arrivals we would like to extend a
most warm welcome on behalf of the Battalion.
Cricket, Swimming and our other sporting
activities during May are fully dealt with in
"Sports Reports" and a last minute account
of the recent Officers v Sergeants Cricket Match
is also included. Once we can start forming a
proper Battalion team—as against the two
semiBattalion sides entered for the local
League—there is little doubt that we shall be
able to give a really good account of ourselves ;
as in military matters, "dispersal of force" has
weakened us more than somewhat.
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With the return of the Commanding Officer
on the first day of June has come a welcome
end to all the many rumours that had been
floating around as to when the Battalion was
due to move to Shorncliffe, who was and who
wasn't going to move with them and to all the
attendant speculations that inevitably come
when a move is not far distant and orders are
few. Though "the plot"—as they say at the
War Office—will undoubtedly change several
times between now and the actual date of the
move, it was reassuring to be "put in the
picture"—as they say elsewhere than at the
War Office—by someone who really did know
the latest score.
And it was—need this correspondent add ?—
extremely pleasant to see the Commanding
Officer back again.
Cricket—Officers v Sergeants
On Sunday and Monday, J une 4th and 5th, the Officers
had a decisive victory over the Sergeants by 113 runs.
It was not a conventional twoday match, for the excess
heat of Khartoum is acknowledged and two hours' play
in the afternoon is considered enough. And indeed it
is, even if the welcome ten minutes tea interval is taken
into account.
The Officers had a bad start when Spinner hurled
himself to the ground to catch Major Lewis in the first
over. However, confidence was restored until Lieut.
Thorneycroft ignored a deceptively straight ball, and
gracefully lifted his bat out of the way to see his off
stump removed. But there was no cause for alarm, for
Major Grace and 2/Lieut. West settled down, and when
the 50 had been passed without further calamity the
later batsmen were beginning to think that their con
tributions would be of academic value only. But with the
score at 52, 2/Lieut. West played across a ball that
hardly left the ground—one of the liabilities of a matting
pitch—and was clean bowled. In the next over with the
scored unchanged, Major Grace was bowled by one of
Spinner's best, and four runs later Captain Morgan was
dismissed.
A good position had suddenly become a very serious
one, but Colonel Parry refused to be shaken and hit
Hubbard out of the field over midwicket. But as the
spectators were subsiding again he gave a dolly catch
to silly point and six wickets were down for 64. Four
teen runs later, 2/Lieut. Gillum tried to lift Hubbard
over the sightscreen and was clean bowled. However,
Major Yates played out the five balls of the last over
before tea successfully, sending two of them for four.
After tea, although the situation hardly warranted
it, the play was in a distinctly lighter vein. Major Yates
delighted the crowd with his versatility. He was equally
at home punishing the halfvolley and guarding his
wicket. His defensive play was particularly noteworthy,
varying from expert onehanded demonstrations to
quick footwork in the shape of evasive action towards
gully.
Soon after the 100 was up, there was a misunder
standing, and Captain Watts, who had been batting
steadily and quietly, was run out by yards.

Now the fun really began. 2/Lieut. Mullins was a
little fortunate, for something went wrong with his
first ball, and the result was a skier between slips and
third man instead of a boundary on the leg side. But
it was not caught, so all was well.
Both batsmen were in an aggressive mood. Major
Yates continued to entertain while 2/Lieut. Mullins
settled down to businesslike hitting. The highlights of
the stand of 49 were two mangificent sixes by 2/Lieut.
Mullins off consecutive balls. The first, a colossal blow
high over midwicket, landed on the upstairs veranda
of "Sp" Company Block, narrowly missing a bedridden
spectator; and the second, an even more powerful
stroke, flew like a wellhit No. 2 iron full pitch into the
trees at the longon boundary.
It was a great disappointment when Major Yates
missed a fast and vicious ball which never dropped below
hiplevel to spreadeagle the stumps. However, Captain
Dent showed that the tail could still wag with a two on
the legside off his first ball. But in the next over after
narrowly missing another six—this time over extra
cover—2/Lieut. Mullins mistimed a wellpitchedup
ball and played it on to his wicket. He had batted
most entertainly, and thanks to his and Major Yates's
efforts the Officers seemed wellplaced. Our old'friend
"Mr. Extras" should have a mention, for, as can be
seen, his score was the second highest.
When play was continued on Monday, the Sergeants
were soon in trouble. Spinner mishit the first ball of the
match, and Major Grace at first slip moved across to
catch him on the leg side. With the first ball of the
next over, Richards was bowled off his pads, still with
no runs on the board. Lyons, however, showed that the
bowling was not completely unplayable, and with
Seymour took the score to 29 before the latter was
bowled. Off the next ball, 2/Lieut. West made a
spectacular catch at third slip to dismiss Wright, and
one run later, Lyons was caught at extracover. The
remaining batsmen came and went with some rapidity.
There was one bright moment when Russell hit the ball
carelessly out of the field, and Brice caused some amuse
ment with his efforts—presumably in the Jessop
tradition—to take everything on the halfvolley. But
the wickets fell quickly and the Sergeants were all out
before tea.
After tea, the Sergeants batted again, to give the
spectators their money's worth. In spite of questionable
tactics during the last few minutes by Major Grace and
Captain Morgan in the "bye game", Seymour refused
to be rattled, and when stumps were drawn the Sergeants
had made 98 for the loss of eight wickets.
The Officers
Lieut. F. E. Thorneycroft, b Spinner ...
Major P. J. Lewis, c and b Spinner ...
2/Lieut. C. T. F. West, b Hubbard ...
Major H. R. Grace, b Spinner ...
...
Captain F. de R. Morgan, b Hubbard...
Capt. H. E. Watts, run out
...
...
Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, c Spinner,
b Hubbard
...
...
...
...
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum, b Hubbard
...
Major G. H. A. Yates, b Wright
...
2/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, b Hubbard
...
Capt. J. E. Dent, not out
...
...
Extras (b 30, w 1, nb 1) ...
...
Total
Bowling.—Spinner 133483,
Wright 30121.

10
0
16
11
0
11
7
9
26
33
2
32
157

Hubbard

152645,
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The Sergeants
Q.M.S.I. Spinner, c Grace, b Gillum ...
Sgt. Richards, b Grace
Sgt. Lyons, c Mullins,,b Thorneycroft...
C/Sgt. Seymour, b Grace
...
...
Sgt. Wright, c West, b Grace ...
...
O.R.Q.M.S. Russell, st Morgan, b Mullins
Sgt. Hubbard, b West ...
...
...
Sgt. Brice, b West
...
...
...
Sgt. Stremes, c Thorneycroft, b Grace ...
Sgt. Partridge, not out
C/Sgt. Brown, c West, b Grace
...
Extras (b 2, w 1, nb 2)
Total

...

...

...

...

0<
0
23
5
0
7
0
0
4
0
0
5
44

Bowling.—Gillum 32101, Grace 7385, Thorney
croft 30101, West 2132, Mullins 2081.
Umpires.—L/Cpl. Bailey and Pte. Long.

Sports Reports
Each month in this column it is hoped to give a resume
of the sporting activities within the battalion. Individual
sports are reported upon more fully by our corres
pondents but in this preamble I would once again pick
out the highlight of the month in this sphere by un
animously giving pride of place to our Albuhera Day
activities. The events of the day will no doubt be
published, elsewhere but I must mention our very
amusing ninety minutes of nonsense, dubbed erroneously
"Potter Sports".
The proceedings opened promptly at 1645 hours with
a Fancy Dress Parade, all competitors coming from the
Officers' and Sergeants' Messes. In front of a dis
tinguished audience headed by the Governor of Khar
toum and the acting Kaid, with many ladies, civilian
and Service, the competitors were called upon to take a
bow and invite applause. Winner being chosen on volume
of applause. Great efforts and much individual needle
work, ingenuity and improvisation was evident in the
first class turnouts by every competitor. The judges
had a very difficult task in eventually deciding the
winner, applause for C.S.M. Ball as "Prince Monalulu"
and Major F. de R. Morgan as a precocious Fourth
Former of St. Finnians was, to the ear, about equal and
the judges were unanimous in agreeing to declare a
"dead heat".
This was followed by two most amusing and I may
say, very strenuous games between the Officers and
Sergeants, i.e., Blow the Bladder and French Hockey.
Blow the Bladder was played by teams of sixaside
on all fours and did the crowd enjoy it! French Hockey
played with ping pong balls and regimental canes
followed, the object being to get the ball into the set of
miniature goals provided. C/Sgt. Seymour was once
again "put off the field" for changing his cane for a
baseball bat at halftime.
"Tip the Bucket" came next. Altogether we had 2 1
teams in pairs in this event, which was easily the most
amusing from a purely slapstick point of view, only two
coming through without a drenching. The wheelbarrows
were handed back to the R.E.'s in two sacks. Luckily
the Clerk of Works had seen the event so he agreed to
take my word that most of the parts were gathered
up and put into the sacks.
"In Days of Old" was next on the list. Here we had
four knights, wellmounted on prancing Arab steeds
(local type), yrellarmed with lances, galloping at full
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tilt across the green sward in combat for the hand of
Fair Genivieve. 2/Lieut. Gillum was" almost dis
qualified for using his feet but when he arose it was seen
that he had a mount between his legs. 2/Lieut. Grugeon
reached the final by dint of some acrobatic horsemanship,
his mount refusing to budge until pushed. 2/Lieut.
Mullins by sheer skill was eventually declared winner,
but his methods were "low" indeed. 2/Lieut. Grugeon
complained that his opponent was determined to put him
out of circulation on account of his success with the
local damsels.
Five teams of four men each next took the arena
carrying clothing and equipment for the dressing race.
After a jolly good "mix up" of kit and the removal of
one or two important items, the teams were given the
word go. This was really a treat whilst it lasted and
"S" Company team by dint of weight and threats was an
easy first. They made no bones about looking for their
own kit but took items willynilly to finish about seven
minutes ahead of the second team.
Throughout these happenings there was taking place
around the Camp Area a Treasure Hunt covering about
twelve legs arranged by Q.M.S.I. Spinner.
The whole show ran bang on time throughout without
any awkward pauses, and the local press gave us quite
a write up.
Mrs. Grace, wife of Major H. R. Grace (at present
Commanding Officer in the temporary absence of
Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry in U.K.) graciously
presented the prizes and her offer of a fitting reward
to Monolulu's mount was appreciated.
Finally we offer thanks to Major C. B. Gray, who sat
at the "Mike" throughout the afternoon and put his
droolery across as only he can. A nice gesture since he
was also responsible for the Searchlight Beating of
Retreat by the Band and Drums which followed. The
latter display, to quote one and all, was superb.

Basket Ball
The highlight of May has been a most successful
interplatoon league competition organised by 2/Lieut.
Gillum. A time limit of one month has been ruled, so
feverish arrangements had to be made to play off the
66 matches by the end of the month. However, com
panies have been most cooperative, and there have been
pleasingly few walkovers resulting from nonattendance.
There have been the inevitable last minute cancellations.
That was to be expected. If the goalrings had not
broken, it had poured with rain ; but in the latter case—
in spite of the slight inconvenience—it was a great
triumph for Khartoum to be able to record that "rain
stopped play".
At the time of writing, the League is all but completed.
No. 3 Platoon of "A" Company, the Signal Platoon and
a joint team from the Band and Drums are all within
striking distance of first place. The finish promises to
be a good one. The Band have been most conscientious
and have received expert coaching from a Greek club in
the town. Their amateur status may possibly have to
be reconsidered.
At the other end of the scale there has been a keen
struggle for bottom place, although there has been no
threat of relegation entailed. No. 7 Platoon of "C"
Company and the Administrative Platoon had both
lost all their games when they met each other in a needle
match. No. 7 Platoon were the winners, however, so
Admin, can claim the wooden spoon and we extend
our sympathy to their conquerors.
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Finally must be included a word of praise for Capt.
McGrath, Q.M.S.I. Spinner and L/Cpl. Bailey, who
have refereed the matches with untiring enthusiasm.
For the future we hope to put one or two really good
teams into the field to represent the battalion against
outsiders, including, of course, the Greek Club already
mentioned, to whom we should now be inra position to
give some of their own medicine !
Just prior to going to press it has been ascertain that
the final will now take place between No. 3 Platoon
"A" Company and Signals. Attached is a completed
League Table shewing all games played except for the
finalists, who play each other on 30th May, 1950.
LEAGUE TABLE
P
W
L

No. 3 PI. "A" Coy.
Signal Platoon ...
Band and Drums...
No. 1 PI. "A" Coy.
No. 9 PI. "C" Coy.
No. 8 PI. "C" Coy.
M.T. & B.H.Q. ...
Mortars ...
...
No. 2 PI. "A" Coy.
Carriers ...
...
No. 7 PI. "C" Coy.
Admin. PI.
...

10
10
11
11
11
11

7

1
1
2
3
4
4

11
11
3
113
11
2
11
0

8
9
11

H

9
9
9
7

7

4
4

7
7
7

Pts.
178
158
147
106

134
128
75
67
64
87
49
21

40
56

86

104
102
98
125
84
92
79
137
215

18

18

18

15*
14
14
8
8

6
4
0

Cricket
Khartoum Garrison cricket opened its season on 5th
May, 1950. The season, a lengthy one from May to
October, should provide some good games since strong
teams from the R.A.F., Khartoum Cricket Club, Minor
Units, in addition to two teams from the battalion, are
taking part. In order to conform numerically with other
teams taking part, we have had to divide our forces
and produce an "A" and a "B" team. Again our fore
most players are divided between both teams to obviate
strength in one team only. Teams are selected as
under :—
Buffs "B"

Buffs "A"
Major H. R. Grace (Capt.)
Major G. H. A. Yates
Major F. de R. Morgan
2/Lt. J. D. Grugeon
2/Lt. L. B. S. Baker
Q.M.S.I. Spinner
D/Major Moyes
L/Cpl. Morris
L/Cpl. Grogan
Cpl. Weather all
L/Cpl. Miller
Pte. Fuller
Pte. Mitchell
Pte! Harris
L/Cpl. Gwinnell

Major P. J. Lewis (Capt.)
Lt. F. B. Thorneycroft
Lt. H. R. Gatehouse
2/Lt. J. R. Gillum
2/Lt. G. O. Mullins
Sgt. Hubbard
Cpl. Edwards
Cpl. Jones
L/Cpl. Kay
Pte. Mills
Pte. Kearey
Pte. Fenson
Pte. O'Regan
Pte. Green
Pte. Williams

* One drawn.
RESULTS OF MATCHES PLAYED

Buffs A and B—South Barracks, May 5th and 6th
Volley Ball
Volley Ball was reintroduced into the battalion at the
beginning of May, under the auspices of Lieut. Griffin.
A very successful InterPlatoon League is now in
progress, and a great deal of enthusiasm is being shown
in many quarters of the battalion.
H.Q* an3 Sp. Companies appear to have most of the
experts, and at present the M.G. Platoon, Signal Platoon
and the Band and Drums are all unbeaten. The three
"C" Company teams are well down at the bottom of the
league, possibly due to their constant failure to produce
teams at the advertised time, and so giving their
opponents walkovers.
Perhaps the most outstanding enthusiast is Captain
Iliffe, who is so successfully leading the M.G. Platoon.
At times it is noticed in the excitement of the game that
he is inclined to exhort his team in a foreign language
which we are informed he picked up with his skill at the
game in India.
The League positions at the time of going to press
are as under :—
Pts.
L
W
Teams
10
0
5
M.G. Platoon
8
0
Signal Platoon
Band & Drums
"A"2
"A"3
Mortars
Administration
B.H.Q.. oc
& M.T.
"A'T
}
"C"7
"C"8
"C"9

}

Buffs B
Major P. J. Lewis, b Gwinnell ...
...
Lieut. F. B. Thorneycroft, b Gwinnell...
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum, b Gwinnell
...
2/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, b Gwinnell
...
Pte. Kearey, c Harris, b Gwinnell
...
L/Cpl. Kay, b Gwinnell ...
L/Cpl. Little, b Grace
Cpl. Edwards, c Baker, b Grace
...
Pte. Fenson, b Grace ...
...
...
Pte. Green, not out
...
...
...
Sgt. Hubbard, c Grace, b Gwinnell ...
Extras
...
...
...
:..
Total

...

...

...



38
80
0
4
19
16
0
0
1
2
3
25
188

Grace 3 for 38, Gwinnell 7 for 53.
Buffs A
Cpl. Weatherall, b Fenson
...
... 8
Q.M.S.I. Spinner, b Fenson
...
... 32
Major Grace, b Thorneycroft ...
... 20
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, c Gillum, b Hubbard ... 8
2/Lieut. Grugeon, b Gillum
...
... 11
2/Lieut. Baker, c Thorneycroft, b O'Regan 5
Major Yates, not out ...
3
L/Cpl. Grogan, b Gillum
...
0
Pte. Harris, b Gillum ...
...
... 0
D/Maj. Moyes, st Mullins, b O'Regan ...
5
Pte. Morris, b O'Regan ...
...
... 6
Extras
...
...
...
... 4
Total

102

Bowling.—Fenson 2 for 18, Hubbard 1 for 36, Thorney
croft 1 for 19, Gillum 3 for 2, O'Regan 3 for 27.
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Buffs B v Khartoum Cricket Club at South Barracks
on 12th May, 1950
K.C.C.
Lomas, b Hubbard
...
...
...
Suggett, b Hubbard
Hayles, b Hubbard
...
...
...
Pawson, lbw, b Hubbard
Martin, c Fenson, b Gillum
...
...
Beatty Pownall, c Hubbard, b Gillum ...
Cummings, c O'Regan, b Gillum
...
Howes, not out ...
...
...
Dickinson, run out
...
...
...
Russell, b Gillum.,..
...
...
...
Izmirlian, b Gillum
...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
Total

16
5
41
7
75
15
2
14
1
0
0
11

... 187

Buffs B
Major P. J. Lewis, c Howes ...
... 27
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum, c and b Izmirlian
3
2/Lt. G. O. Mullins, c Lomas, b Izmirlian 5
Sgt. Hubbard, c Beatty Pownall, b
Izmirlian
...
...
...
...
4
Pte. Kearey, lbw, b Izmirlian ...
...
4
L/Cpl. Kay, c Lomas, b Howes
... 5
Pte. O'Regan, b Izmirlian
...
... 3
Pte. Green, st Lomas, b Beatty Pownall
1
Cpl. Jones, not out
...
...
...
7
Pte. Fenson, b Beatty Pownall...
... 5
L/Cpl. Little, c Izmirlian, b Martin ... 0
Extras
...
...
...
... 8
...

72

Buffs B v Minor Unit at South Barracks on 19th May,
1950
Buffs B
Lt. F. B. Thorneycroft, c Latham, b Irvine 21
Major P. J. Lewis, c Latham b Kemp...
1
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum, lbw, b Irvine ... 0
2/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, b Latham
... 1
2/Lieut. C. T. F. West, c Kent, b Irvine 3
L/Cpl. Kay, not out
8
Pte. Kearey, c James, b Latham
...
0
Sgt. Hubbard, c Bell
...
... 9
Cpl. Edwards, lbw, b Irvine ...
...
2
Cpl. Jones, c Latham, b Kemp
...
7
Pte. Green, c Miller, b Irvine ...
... 0
Extras
...
...
...
... 12
Total

...

... 64

Minor Units
Sgt. James, c Kearey, b Hubbard
Pte. Haines, c Lewis, b Hubbard
Cpl. Moore, not out
...
...
B/B. Oldham, not out ...
...
Extras
...
...
...

... 8
...
2
... 22
... 24
... 9

Total

...

...

K.C.C.
Lomas, lbw, b Gwinnell
Cummings, c Miller, b Spinner ...
Martin, b Spinner
Hibbert, b Morris
Suggitt, c Baker, b Spinner
Howes, b Gwinnell
Crowther, c Grace, b Gwinnell ...
Udal, b Spinner ...
Vanian, b Spinner
Tindell, not out ...
...
...
Izmirlian, c Harris, b Gwinnell
Extras
Total

...

...

...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

9
21
8
5
49
7
8
0
10
2
3
4

... 126

Bowling.—Gwinnell 4 for 56, Spinner 5 for 34, Morris
1 for 16.

Bowling.—Gillum 5 for 72, Hubbard 4 for 46.

Total

Buffs A v Khartoum Cricket Club, at North Barracks
on 19th May, 1950

... 65

Did not bat :—Ormiston, Irvine, Latham, Miller,
Galloway, Kemp and Bell.
Bowling.—Hubbard 2 for 27.

Buffs A
Major F. de R. Morgan, b Suggett
...
2
Cpl. Weatherall, lbw, b Howes
...
2
Bdmn. Mitchell, run out
...
...
0
Major Grace, st Lomas, b Howes
... 0
Q.M.S.I. Spinner, c Suggitt, b Izmirlian 14
2/Lt. Baker, st Lomas, b Izmirlian ... 19
L/Cpl. Morris, b Izmirlian
...
...
7
Major G. H. A. Yates, lbw, b Izmirlian
3
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, b Suggett
0
Pte. Harris, not out
....
...
...
0
2/Lieut. J. D. Grugeon, b Suggett
...
0
Extras
...
...
...
... 5
Total

52

Sergeants' Mess
Once more the words bon voyage have been uttered to
departing members who have sailed away from this
land of sunshine to one of snow and ice. But no matter
what the temperature may be, we're sure that Sgts.
Drury, Mahon, Tucker, Jepcott and Clifton Sprigg
prefer "Blighty" to here. Best of luck, "Boys" wherever
the future may find you.
To fill the empty chairs we extend a hearty welcome to
C.S.M.'s Maker, Johnson and Excell, C/Sgt. Baxter and
Sgts. Richards and Davidson (the latter both belonging
to the R.A.E.C.).
Congratulations go to Cpls. Brice, Horswell, Rabbats
and Lynch, who have been elevated to the Mess. Seeing
that we have now three Band Sergeants at the meal
table, one might easily have "Beethoven" for breakfast,
"General Practice" for lunch, and "Bebop" for dinner.
Never mind, Issy ; we ignorant ones can always resort to
the weather for conversation.
Just recently, escorted convoys of stretchers, complete
with patients, could be seen moving away from the
W.O.s' and Sergeants' Quarters heading in the direction
of the B.M.H. We've yet to find out whether "pickled
onions" were issued, or "Mother Nature" supplied her
own swellings. In either case we wish all members a
speedy recovery.
Dr. Berrett assures us that everything is being done to
make the "Boys" comfortable.
The battalion turned out in force the other day to bid
farewell to the "Kaid", MajorGeneral Whistler, and his
family. Although the time was a little too early to be
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respectable, the hardened "Larks" survived the great
ordeal. "Smugger Smissen" took a few lessons in traffic
control from "Rosey Seymour". Well done, "Roisey" ;
we observed that even the donkey changed course.
Another early parade took place recently when the
battalion went to a Church Service which commemorated
that great battle honour of Albuhera.
Red sashes could be seen at strategic points along the
ranks, which added colour to the wellpressed K.D.
We learned that our Orderly Room staff can lead
the battalion equally as well as the duty company
"wallahs". Well done, Colin !
John Marsh, our Tec. Sgt., has been giving us a few
lessons in the finer arts of snooker. Play was suspended
until a blast wall can be erected complete with red flags.
Never mind, John, even Joe Davis was a learner once.
Albuhera Day celebrations went off in fine style.
Our "Prince" (C.S.M. Ball) of Red Indian bloodstock,
gave us all a laugh and a demonstration on how to ride
a donkey. The dumb animal became quite indignant
as its experienced rider kept repeating his warcry
"Ive' got an Norse". Remember, "Goolie", even
animals have feelings !
Many of the Mess members are still nursing their
wounds sustained during the "Blow the Bladder" and
"Hockey" matches. The latter was played using a
pingpong ball and regimental canes, although a few
mixingspoons and baseball bats did manage to creep in
somehow.
Towards the end of the field events one could observe
a few tactical crawls carried out by "Larry the Lurch"
and John Whittle in search for beer glasses. If either
Mess Caterers were down it wasn't through lack of
trying.
As dusk fell, the Band and Drums carried out the
traditional ceremony of "Beating Retreat" ; it was a
most impressive sight, with all the splendour of white
uniforms illuminated by flood lights. Even the old soldier
types were impressed, as were the many civilians who
were in the audience.
Congratulations go to the DrumMajor and the three
Band Sergeants for a really fine display.
To round off the day's activities, the Blue Nile
Cinema was taken over by the battalion for the night
and a special programme shown which lasted nearly
four hours. Troops and their friends packed the place
to capacity. The whole Mess turned out in strength and
took their seats in the "Reserved Boxes".
"Legs Diamond" returned recently from a basket ball
match with blood pouring from cuts on the face.
Apparently, the latest version of the said sport is to rub
the opponent's face on the tarmac. Still, "Legs" assures
us that he gave as much as he took. Judging from the
size of his girth, that is a bold understatement.
Farewells were said to "Drummy", who left us for the
land of green and plenty via B.A.O.C. We hope he had
a pleasant trip and offer best wishes for the future.
Cpl. Moyse (Titch) enters the Mess now with the appoint
ment of DrumMajor. Congratulations, "Titch" ; keep
up the good work.
The latest fishing stories circulating around the
Mess are not about "The one that got away" but, rather
strange as it may seem, its "Who Stole the Water".
Never mind, lads, maybe if you were to take shrimping
nets and jam jars we can expect to eat Tiddlers instead.
While on the subject of food, our native cook has
devised some new diets for us lonely homesick lads.
One is Kippers and Cabbage, the other Kippers and Eggs.
Whichever menu you decide to have, one has "many
happy returns'' of it for at least 24 hours.

Corporals' Club
This past month has seen great activity in many
spheres, but none so active as the weather. Having
weathered six successive "Huboobs", we now feel that
we are entitled, along with the inhabitants, to rave about
the weather, and like them to live with but one thought
in our minds—LEAVE.
In the world of Sport, due to the drive and initiative
of Cpl. Worry, our President of Sport, we are at last
doing something. So far we have played two games of
cricket against the Sergeants, and in both cases emerged
victorious. This augurs well for the future, and we are
preparing a challenge to the different teams playing in
the Khartoum Cricket League.
Congratulations must go to Cpls. Flannigan and
Smewin, who captained the victorious Buffs "A" and
"B" Teams in their water polo assault on Atbara.
We hear that a good time was had by all, and we are
looking forward to further ventures of this sort.
The outstanding event of the month was without any
shadow of doubt the Albuhera Day celebrations. The
activities commenced in the afternoon with a "Potted
Sports" session, admirably conducted and controlled
by Captain McGrath. Closely following was the long
awaited Draw for the Motor Cycle which the P.R.I, was
raffling. Amidst the atmosphere of tension, that pre
vailed, the Governor of Khartoum drew the lucky ticket,
and who should have won it but "Jock" the Cook.
Well done, Cpl. Lauder, but look out for the sharks,
who will be around with their ready money, particularly
one of evil repute, by name "Abdul The Chico".
Next came the longawaited "Beating of Retreat",
which took place in the gathering dusk on the cricket
pitch. It was evident that much hard work had been
put in by all concerned, and it really was a grand show.
The Band and Drums' marching and countermarching
under the floodlights in their resplendent uniforms
was worth going a long way to see. It is occasions such
as these which remind one of the longstanding tradition
and prestige of the Regiment which it is our duty and
privilege to maintain.
Finally, the celebrations were rounded off with a well
balanced double feature filmshow in the Blue Nile
Cinema, which the battalion had hired for the night.
The films shown were Naked City and The Kid from
Brooklyn, which in this correspondent's view catered
for the most discerning, and on the other hand the most
undiscerning.
In connection with the Albuhera Day celebrations,
a Church Parade was held on the preceding Sunday
in the Cathedral in Khartouin, This was a most im
pressive parade, with the Band and Drums once more
in service, leading the battalion along Gordon Avenue.
What memories must have been conjured up in the minds
of many of those present, as such names as Generals
Gordon and Kitchener, Albuhera and Omdurman,
flashed across the mind. It is fitting that certain days
are set aside in which we can reflect on the past glories
of the Regiment and of the Army. And perhaps it is a
fitting ending to this month's Mess notes to think of
L/Cpl. Smith, v.c., who whilst serving with The Buffs
by his courage and example saved the life of General
Jeffreys, and Cpl. Cotter, v.c., who, although mortally
wounded, showed conspicuous bravery and devotion to
duty in the 191418 War.
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We are pleased to be able to welcome back to the
platoon L/Cpl. Coates and Ptes. Roberts and Armstrong
from Gebeit. Cpl. Press will shortly be back owing to
his being "TimeX". The M.T. Platoon sleeps no
longer and in fact is now groaning under the yoke of
several N.C.O.'s, including Cpl. Harding. We say
"welcome" and may your stay be long and pleasant.
There is still no sign of Ptes. Hunt and Gould, thought
to be on a Fitters' Course.
The loss of Capt. G. Hadshar is regretted amongst
the platoon. Several drivers are shortly going on holiday
to Port Sudan, including Cpl. McNeill and L/Cpl. Hardy.
L/Cpl. Young has at last arranged his trip home. We
wish him the best of luck.
L /Cpl. Stroud was promoted this month and is now in
charge of Jeeps. Since the arrival of L/Cpl. Smith and
also the advent of two members of the platoon becoming
Fathers we have undergone several lectures on
"Mogadishu" and the care and maintenance of newly
born babies.
Now that the course has realised that Bedford is
not only the name of a town in, England but also the
name of the truck they hope to drive, they are doing well.
With L/Cpl. Smith pumping knowledge into them
they show great promise and we hope to see them driving
their own vehicles soon.
Albuhera Day was celebrated in fine style by the
M.T., the platoon being all present and correct for the
free cinema show.
Our new M.T.O. has arrived—2/Lieut. N. F. Griffin.
Since taking over the platoon he has been persuaded
that the M.T. is not quite as "cushy" as first believed.
He is having great fun now pushing and pulling in 15cwt.
cabs.
There is much bother and todo amongst the platoon
this month owing to the forthcoming R.E.M.E. In
spection. We actually saw "Landers" yesterday with
grease gun in hand. Pte. Whitten is now the proud
driver of the "Standard Vanguard" which has lately
arrived for the Commanding Officer. We never see
Whiten now without his tin of polish and his rag.
L/Cpl. (Bevel Box) McLean is wellpleased with the
A/C., of which at the time of writing four are on the
road. Sgt. Marsh is at present enjoying a welldeserved
leave. There is a certain M.T. Sergeant who is likely to
be attached to the R.A.F. any time now. The platoon
is rather worried of late owing to the mysterious appear
ance of the "Pinky Growlers". A petition has been
signed and forwarded to L/Cpl. Stroud in the hope of
finding out more about these sudden apparitions.
SIGNAL PLATOON

We started off on the 1st of May with a new "Young
Hands Cadre". There are 18 aspirants, including three
frbm the M.G. Platoon and one from the Mortars. Pte.
Bean has regretfully had to hand over his motorcycle
and start thinking about the theory of electricity and
magnetism. We wish them all the best of luck ; the
midcourse examination is not far off.
L/Cpl.s Brown and Bushell along with Ptes. Martin,
Ambrose and Nairns have been taught how the Besa
M.G. works, and disappear every day into the bowels
of our armoured cars. We hope they occasionally look
at the 19 sets in them.
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Our main interest in sports has been centred round
the InterPlatoon Basket and Volley Ball Leagues.
We ended at the top of the Basket Ball League equal
with No. 3 Platoon "A" Company, each having lost one
game and only each other to play. The last game was
played with real fire and vigour, both teams having
many extremely vocal supporters. But luck was not
with us and we were beaten 24 points to 20. The team
consisted of Ptes, Tuohy, Morris, Cheek, Nairne and
Pennicard, who stepped in to replace L/Cpl. Miller. Our
volley ball team has had an easy time so far and with
the M.G. Platoon are the only unbeaten teams left.
We hope to succeed here to make up for our narrow
defeat in the basket ball.
L/Cpl. Miller left us to attend an R.S.I. Course at the
Signals Wing at Hythe. We wish him the best of luck
and hope that the flesh pots at home will not keep him
there as long as some of his predecessors. Sgt. Wright,
L/Cpl. Hibburd and Pte. Coppard have all got a strong
case of "Funnel Fever". Perhaps not surprising for
May Python men who cannot get a boat until June.
Pte. Perrin left us during the month to try the joys of
being a Territorial. L/Cpl. Dorey and Pte. Morris have
both got that "PintofblackandtanpleaseMiss" look
in their eyes.
Pte. Vidler complains bitterly about the huboobs ;
no sooner has he cleared the stores after the last one,
when another blows up and everything is covered with
sand again. Poor Vidler !
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

Obviously someone has blundered badly somewhere,
but the ultimatum from the Company Office, "Dragon
Notes by 0900 hours, or else . ..." is not to be ignored,
and although this month's contributor has been caught
unawares it is not for him to reason why. His but to
sit down before breakfast and try to remember what the
devil has happened during the pleasant month of May—
and this he is finding very difficult to do. For after all,
it is not as if he could tell you about the flowers that
bloom in the Spring (trala), as Khartoum in the Spring
provides little inspiration for the budding poet, and even
if it did, our new friend the "huboob" would surely
soon blow all the inspiration out of his system.
Pte. Lumsden arrived with the draft from the East
Surreys, and from the first his bulging forehead pro
claimed a superior intelligence. He stayed for a short
time with the educational staff until it was found that
he was an expert on Civilian Pay and Allowances, which
believe it or not was a baby passed on to the I Section
by another department too baffled to take the job on
themselves in a bygone era, and which has been tackled
so successfully that we have never managed to pass it
back. So twice monthly Pte. Waldron and Pte. Lumsden
can be seen laboriously helping the I.O. to count out
the milliemes and explaining the intricacies of the
rules governing their pay to a host of cooks and ghaffirs,
suffragis and muraslats.
Pte. Bond is back from a course at Embatkalla in
Eritrea, looking bronzed and fit, and is at present on
loan to the C.S.M., with whom he is cleaning away the
cobwebs and the sand that had settled on the ledgers
in the Company Office.
To complete the picture of our activities, peer through
the window of the I Sec. Office and watch Pte. Stepney
at work on a neverending stream of posters required
by the W.T.O. for his cadre.
"Full many a flower is born to blush unseen
And waste its sweetness on the desert air."
Gray's Elegy.
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Besides the incredible amount of work this platoon
wades through, we have managed to put in plenty of
time on the sports fields. Unfortunately the basket ball
team, captained by Pte. Stokes, finished up at the
bottom of the league. For all that, the team was most
enthusiastic and will of a certainty do. better next time.
The cricket season having just begun, we have played
several practice matches and appear to have some
promising players who will no doubt be the "feared men
of the season", particularly Pte. Thomas if Pte. Quinnell
is any judge. At any rate, we hope to do better in the
cricket knockout competition than we did in the basket
ball league. In a few days we will be saying goodbye
to Pte. Williams, who is leaving us for the U.K. after
completing his period of National Service. Earlier in the
month Pte. Rex left us for "C" Company. In his place
as Assistant Armourer we welcome Pte. Quinnell; we
hope his stay with us will be both long and pleasant.
Another whose absence is noticed is Pte. Harris. He has
gone to Embatkalla on a Christian Leadership and
Physical Training Course. Our "never say die" R.Q.M.S.
and Pte. Williams spent a spell in hospital early in the
month ; we are pleased to see them both out and about
again. Sgt. Bednell experienced a somewhat harassing
period during the month when, owing to the Q.M.
being at Gebeit and the R.Q.M.S. in hospital, he was
A/Q.M., A/R.Q.M.S., G.1098 Accountant, and Battalion
Orderly Sergeant just for full measure. On the return
of the Q.M. and the R.Q.M.S., the aforementioned
gallant decided to spend a day fishing, but when he
arrived at Jebel Autra the dam gates were open and the
fish were going through so fast he couldn't see them,
let alone hook them.

THE BAND

The month has seen a number of changes in the Band,
the first being an addition to our strength with Boy
Vant, who has joined us from Shorncliffe ; we hope his
stay with the Band will be a pleasant one.
We wish to congratulate the ten members of the
Band this month on their promotions. Cpls. Lynch and
Rabbatts have gone to Sergeant; L/Cpls. Larkin,
Weatherall, Jennings and Coppins to Corporals ; and
Bdsm. Pullman, Bailey, Houghton and Munns to
LanceCorporals. The Dance Band have not been doing
so well with jobs this month ; so far there has only been
one dance at the Sudan Club, so pockets are rather
empty now.
For the Military Band there have been two Officers'
Mess Programmes and a number of Parades. The two
main Parades were the Albuhera Day Church Parade
and Service, which was held in the Cathedral, and the
Beating of Retreat by Floodlights which finished off the
Albuhera Day events. There has been much "Flapping"
for certain members of the Band to get their scales and
chords up to scratch before our new Bandmaster, Mr.
T. L. Sharpe, arrives from England, which should be
any time now. We are all looking forward to his arrival.
We have not done too badly in the sports this month.
The basket ball team finished up third out of twelve
teams and during the course of the league beat both the
finalist teams.
The volley ball team is also doing quite well, having
won five out of six games so far. In cricket, we have
B/Sgt. Hubbard, Cpl. Weatherall and Bdsm. Mitchell
who are playing in the two battalion teams. Bdsm.

Ormiston and Gornall represented the Band in the
battalion water polo team this month when they went
to Atbara and came back the victors. We were quite
surprised that "Basil" did not leave his teeth at the
bottom of the pool as expected. With this we must close
for this month's notes and continue sweeping out the
sand left by the frequent "Hubbobs", or to those who are
not locals sandstorms.
UA"

Company

We had all been warned that May was the worst month
to be in Khartoum, and we feel now that these warnings
were justified. We have had one major huboob, innumer
able sandstorms and one very welcome rain storm.
During the early part of the month, C.S.M. White joined
a considerable part of the Sergeants' Mess in hospital,
but is now back in harness again after what must have
been a welcome, if painful, rest. He tells me he learnt
another word of command in the hospital—"Bottoms
Up.
N.C.O.'s have been a little scarce in the company
during the past month because a number of them
(Cpls. Flannigan, Baker, Bird, Dennis and Coley) have
been on a Weapon Training Course ; also on the course
were Ptes. Gibson, Asterley and Scamp.
The chief sporting events of the month have been
basket ball matches in the Battalion InterPlatoon
League, which was won, after an exciting final against
the Signal Platoon, by No. 3 Platoon. No. 3 Platoon's
team consisted of Cpls. Bird, Flannigan, Dennis and Ptes.
Lubbi and Peters. We congratulate them on their fine
record of only one defeat in a dozen or so matches.
In the Albuhera Day Potted Sports, Ptes. Little and
Cook won the "Tip the Bucket" event in fine style,
although they got a little damp in the process. L/Cpl.
Coley, displaying a fine sense of balance, won the Slow
Bicycle Race.
In other sporting events we have been represented at
cricket in the battalion team by L/Cpl. Morris and Pte.
Little ; of the two water polo teams which played for
the battalion at Atbara, we supplied seven out of the
fourteen players.
It has been a reasonably successful month for the
company but we feel that a little cool weather would
do us a world of good.
We are very sorry to say goodbye to 2/Lieut. Whalley,
Sgt. Popham, Cpl. Cardell and Pte. Ward, who are off
to England. We would like especially to thank 2/Lieut.
Whalley for his stalwart support of the water polo team
and Sgt. Popham for the basket ball team.
We welcome C/Sgt. Baxter, who arrived from England
a week ago.
UB" Company
After a week in April in which to settle itself in its
new home, the company is now fully occupied with
weapon training and sport of every kind. In the football
world of the Red Sea Hills our team is making a name
for itself and our chances of winning the Gebeit Football
League do not seem too bad.

At the beginning of the month we said goodbye to
the oldest inhabitant, Captain Williams of the R.A.M.C.,
whose good work is being carried on by Lieut.
McCormack. Capt. Williams had been in Gebeit for seven
months and had reached the stage of taking train
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numbers by the time he left. Other departures from
Gebeit included Ptes. Byrne and McCarthey, both
members of the company for a long time, and now at
the end of the month 2/Lieut. Wright and other members
of the National Service Brigade are leaving for England.
On Albuhera Day, No. 4 Platoon distinguished itself
by winning the InterPlatoon Competition, having
reached the finals in football, hockey and basket ball,
as well as entering a team in the crosscountry run.
During the last ten days of the month great activity
was seen on the rifle range, and chairborne officials
same back to the camp white and panting and sub
cequently bending their faces in shame when the scores
were published.
Over the weekends small parties have been observed
making for the hills, from which they have returned with
the mangled corpse of a gazelle or ibex. It was said that
L/Cpls. Day and Huckstepp did not sit down for three
days after their last expedition by camel.
We would like to congratulate Cpl. Huckstepp on his
recent promotion, which he well deserved.
All seems to be progressing well up here, and most
of us will be sorry to leave, but perhaps we too will be
taking down train numbers before our three months'
stay is over.

"C" Company
May in Khartoum is reputed to be the most unpleasant
month of the year. Certainly at one stage, after a solid
week of one huboob a day, we were becoming a little
exasperated. Again, despite the experience of Hong
Kong, the rise in humidity took us all by surprise. But
at least we were pleased to see the pundits surprised too,
when an honesttogoodness thunderstorm descended
upon us, while we were expecting another huboob.
The lightning was impressive, and the rain (not to
exaggerate) "unusual" for Khartoum. But the mud
had turned to dust again by morning, so all we can do is
wait for another.
We welcome to the company 2/Lieut. West, who
joined us at the beginning of the month. His debut was
somewhat unhappy, for he was suffering from a digestive
ailment, and, in fact, was stricken with an attack in
the Company Commander's office, narrowly missing the
intray. Some wit suggested that it would have been
more appropriate if he had selected the outftray ! At the
end of the month we said goodbye to 2/Lieut. Baker,
who left us on release. We wish him the best of luck
for the future.
In the InterPlatoon Basket Ball League the company
did not fare outstandingly well. Nos. 8 and 9 Platoons
finished with reasonable placings and No. 7 Platoon—
well, they weren't bottom. Our performance in the
volley ball league may be somewhat doubtful, but as
another (and) cynical correspondent has probably
pointed out, attendance is essential if matches are to be
won.
Cricket competitions have not yet started, but we hear
that an interplatoon knockout is to take place shortly.
In the meantime we have supplied some players for
Buffs "A" and "B" elevens. Pte. Fuller plays for "A",
and Lieut. Thorneycroft, 2/Lieuts. Gillum and West,
and Ptes. Fenson and Keary for "B".
At the present time the battalion's move is the main
topic of conversation. Judging from all the varied
information that reaches our ears, the rumourmongers
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must be working overtime. We cannot decide which
establishment Reuters would support—the Orderly
Room or the Sergeants' Mess.
Although it is a hackneyed subject, we just cannot
keep off the weather. While we are musing on tem
peratures in the 110's, we hear on the B.B.C. news
bulletin that there is great excitement at home over the
higest temperature of the year—80 degrees. Admittedly
we can be condescending about it, but—well, it sounds
very pleasant all the same !
"S" Company
M.M.G. PLATOON
We are now well launched in our jobs of forming the
platoon, and training in earnest has started. Our three
squads can speak for themselves in that respect.
In the field of sport our basket ball team has suffered
several setbacks but is still halfway up the league.
The volley ball team is distinguishing itself—at time of
writing we have won all seven matches, and have only
conceded one game, and that to our brother platoon—
the Mortars.
Basket ball players—L/Cpl. Smith, Ptes. Green,
Bujakowski, Dowling and Bridle.
Volley ball players—Capt. R. O. Iliffe, Cpl. Adams,
Cpl. Morrish, L/Cpl. Smith, Ptes. Gray, Brodrick, Pedder,
Kerr, Smith and Kilbey.
We offer our congratulations to Cpl. Adams and L/Cpl.
Smith on their promotion. The platoon also extends a
very hearty welcome to C.S.M. Excell, whose knees
seem to be resolutely defying the sun and keeping then
enviable "Blighty" pallor.
To C.S.M. "Goolie" Ball, who leaves us to assist the
W.T.O. in "pasting up of targets", we wish good luck
and expect to see a great difference in the W.T. organ
isation ere long.
SQUAD NO. 1

Well, the M.M.G.'s have been training now for a
week. No. 1 Squad under Sgt. Cockerton and Cpl.
Adams, whom we congratulate on his recent promotion,
consists of Ptes. Brodrick, Buckenham, Dowling, Law
rence, Rex, Smith 48 and Riley, all of whom show great
promise of becoming good machinegunners.
We also offer our congratulations to Mrs. and Sgt.
Cockerton on the birth of a son.
SQUAD NO. 2

We have now started training under Sgt. Horswell,
L/Cpl. Fuller and Pte. Green. Up to now we have had
no casualties, except for Sgt. Horswell, who gave his
hand a crafty whack with a 14lb. sledge hammer to
escape gun drill, and now salutes smartly with his left.
We are expecting to get some ammunition any year
now so that we can go on the range and round off our
training.
SQUAD No. 3
Tempus fugit, and it certainly does—the lads are
already in their second week of training on the guns,
and uptodate have proved themselves very keen
gunners.
'
We hope in the very near future to have the spirit that
existed in the M.M.G. Battalion.
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MORTAR PLATOON

Yes, the Mortar Platoon is still here after having
survived a thunderstorm and a few very unwelcome
sandstorm.
During the past few weeks the platoon has been
under strength, due to courses and leave. Pte. Weale
has just returned from a P.T. Course at Asmara and says
he thoroughly enjoyed it. Whilst he was on it, he was
very proud to have gained his swimming certificate.
Ptes. Gambrill and Pitchers are now attending the same
course, and we all hope they do as well as Weale did.
L/Cpl. McGonigal and L/Cpl. Kay are both attending a
Battalion Weapon Training Cadre and seem to be
doing well. Ptes. Gwilliams, White, Mitchell and Pinwell
are all on 21 days' leave at Asmara (the lucky devils).
We hope that they enjoy themselves. Pte. Taylor is
attending a local Signals' Course, and talks to us about
neutrons, electrons and numbers of other weird things
which he has to explain.
Ptes. Richards and Cock are still wondering if the boats
are still running. They were heard to remark : "We
would like to be home for Christmas, 1960, if possible".
Pte. Cox walks about with a rather worried look
because he is losing weight ; he has always been rather
fussy about his figure. I think the heat is something to
do with it, especially when it reaches 123 degrees.
Pte. Castle has at long last produced a Carrier for us ;
we hope he remembers what to do with the working
parts.
Now I think that is about the lot for the present, and
through these notes we would all like to thank Cpl.
Proud for his very welcome letter. All the best !

ANTITANK PLATOON

The platoon has increased 100% in strength since
last month, from 1 Officer, 2 Sergeants and 1 Private,
it now consists of 1 Officer, 2 Sergeants, 4 Lance
Corporals and 5 Privates ! !
2/Lieut. Grugeon and Sgt. (Punchy) Richards have
now returned from Asmara, having completed a
strenuous course with the 1st Battalion S.W.B., Sgt.
Richards being forced to recuperate in hospital for five
days. Both now speak with a Welsh accent.
With a five week cadre now in progress, we find our
time fully occupied, with an occasional "Huboob" to
add object to our daily cleaning. Sgt. (Nutter) Brice
dreams of Fire Orders and conducts excellent mutuals
to native children in Burri Village whilst waiting for our
Oxford Carrier to be wired together again.
C/Sgt. Fagg is often to be seen in our store looking
for his lost buckshee" or to remind us of his irksome
G. 10 check.
Pte. Murphy has now recovered from a severe bout of
malaria and is now looking forward to some wellearned
sick leave in Asmara. L/Cpl. Single has also been in
hospital with stomach trouble ; too many bananas,
perhaps.
To Pte. Hemsley and Pte. Tull we wish the best of
luck in civilian life. Both are leaving for U.K. early this
month. We welcome C.S.M. Excell to the company
and wish C.S.M. Ball success as W/T. SergeantMajor.
The whole platoon extends its sympathy to Major
Lewis on the return of his wife to U.K. owing to the
illness of his daughter. We wish the latter a speedy
recovery and a successful convalescence.

Beneath Bell Harry
J OOKING in
our
^diary to see what
we can report, we are
amazed to discover
that our Regimental
Cricket Week will be
upon us in little more
than a week's time.
The fire picquet is im
mediately summoned
and all hoses turned
on the pitch. At all
costs we must avoid a
repetition of the Old
Trafford incident.

The next thing we
note is that the Dragon Club Dinner and
Regimental Tea Party were held on 7th June.
There was a heavy exodus of Buffs from
Canterbury that day, and once again the Depot
managed to fend without us. Although one
might have wished for a cooler evening, par
ticularly in view of the price of a whisky and
soda, no one could possibly complain of the
fare with which Mr. Claridge provided us.
We did not let Albuhera Day pass without
some form of celebration, although not on an
ambitious scale. We were glad to have a large
party of Buffs over from Shorncliffe, for whom
we arranged a tour of the Cathedral. In the
evening a fun fair was held and the P.R.I,
gave tea to all and sundry. To round the day
off an All Ranks Dance was held in the
Gymnasium. This was voted a big success.
There have been unaccustomed signs of
military activity in the Depot of late and the
annual range courses have now been fired.
Another parade we called upon our harassed
staff to perform was to form part of a Guard
of Honour to meet the Mayor of Dunkirk at
Margate on 31st May. By borrowing three
soldiers from the 4th Battalion, we managed
to produce a detachment of one officer and
twelve men, in response to an appeal from the
Margate Publicity Manager, whose duty it
was to organise not only a suitable reception
for M. le Maire, but also a little outing, at the
Corporation's expense, for the veterans who
landed at Margate from Dunkirk ten years
ago. It will be recalled that it was then unwise
to stay in Dunkirk longer than necessary. The
Mayor of Margate went across to collect his
opposite number from Dunkirk and we were
due to meet him on the pier at 6.30 that evening,
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accompanied by the Royal Marine Band and
detachments of the Royal Navy and Royal
Artillery (T.A.). The collection proved to be a
more lengthy operation than anticipated,
although only the Mayor, the Corporation and
gentlemen of the press were allowed ashore at
Dunkirk, the veterans being confined to bo&t;
and it was not until 9.30 p.m. that Monsieur
le Maire clambered on to the Margate jetty to
receive the welcome which had been ready for
him so long.
Princess Margaret recently visited St.
Edmund's School for the Prizegiving ceremony.
She was met by a Guard of Honour found by
the School Cadet Contingent, the smartness of
whose drill and turnout pay tribute to the work
both of Mr. O'Leary, an old Buff who is now
Staff SergeantMajor to the School, and of
Mr. Argrave, who fitted
and pressed the
uniforms. Mr. Argrave still acts as Regimental
Tailor to the Depot and is the only remaining
piece of Buff property left in the old Depot
lines. Major Craig and Captain Blaxland
attended the ceremony.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Oliver and Major
and Mrs. Craig were official guests at the
Mayor's Banquet, held in the King's School
dining hall. Councillor Lieut.Colonel Reid was
notable among the afterdinner speeches both
for his wit and brevity.
Brigadier N. D. Rice, recently returned from
Singapore, stayed a few days with his brother,
Brigadier F. W. Rice, who lives in Border
House. We staged a small dinner party for the
brothers at which Major Fox also honoured us
with his presence. We understand that the
Brigadier is now retiring after many years'
service and wish him the best of luck. There
are many Buffs who have enjoyed his hospitality
at the Swimming Club at Singapore in recent
years.
Another Buff whom we were glad to see was
Captain Carey, who has just returned from the
Middle East where he had been serving with
the Abyssinian Mission.
Sergeants' Mess
Albuhera Day celebrations went off with their usual
swing—sideshows, shooting, etc.
The ladies did their stuff with the Peas in a Bottle,
Guessing the Cake, Darts, Pennies in the Bucket and
Treasure Hunt; their services were appreciated and we
should like to take this opportunity of thanking them all.
The evening was rounded off with an All Ranks Dance
which was a great success and was enjoyed by all. R.S.M.
Moody was the M.C. and was well up to form. The
winners of the sideshows were also presented with their
prizes during the evening.
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R.S.M. Moody has taken a welldeserved leave and
after keeping it a great secret, we have just learned, to
get married. When these notes are published the job
will have been completed, so at this moment we all
join in wishing them both Good Luck and every happi
ness for the.future.

4th Battalion
H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
With the advent of lighter evenings and warmer
weather we have managed to carry out some of the
training in the open. This was made quite a nice change
from indoor programmes, especially with the Signal
Platoon, as they have been out on the Old Park quite a
lot with their 31 and 88 sets and also laying line all
over the park. Company training consisted of a "treasure
hunt" organised by our P.S.I., Sgt. Sherman, With a
prize donated by Major Prestige. The treasure hunt
consisted of marching for certain distances on various
compass bearings and Sgt. Lott managed to land on the
exact spot and so was proclaimed the winner. The
result was rather a surprise as all the company landed
within a few yards of the point selected.
The next item of company training consisted of
zeroing of rifles in preparation for firing the instructional
course on the rifle on June 4th. More about that in our
next issue.
We shall be reporting our first intake of National
Servicemen in our next issue, and although our numbers
at present are small, we can assure them of a warm wel
come and that every assistance will be given to make
their stay with us as enjoyable as possible.
"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
Despite the loss of two members of the company,
our numbers remain the same as we have managed to
secure two recruits. To Pte. Solley, who has been
called up for National Service, we wish the best of luck
and expect to see him again on his reallocation to the
T.A. Pte. Bennett has secured employment in London
and has subsequently been discharged.
'
To Ptes. Ray (Ramsgate) and James (Sandwich)
we extend a warm welcome and are pleased to see
that already they have settled down and have made
friends with all.
In preparation for the annual course a very pleasant
day was spent in Canterbury zeroing rifles, and the
standard of shooting was higher than expected.
The Machine Gun Detachment have at last put their
training into practice and have fired the guns. The
firing took place at Hythe and lasted for a complete
weekend. The results reflected great credit on Captain
Balding and also on our own private army of Captain
Morgan and C.S.M. Hogben, for a team of three from the
company obtained second place to the Royal West
Kents in the team shoot, in which there were seven
teams competing. Pte. Holness obtained second place
in the individual shoot, only one point behind b.l.
Meens of the R.W.K.
On Sunday 30th a detachment of the company
attended the Mayor of Ramsgate's parade, and, from
subsequent remarks of the spectators, their bearing
and turnout was excellent.
In the coming month we are committed to attending the
service at the Memorial in Margate commemorating
the evacuation of Dunkirk, and also a torchlight pro
cession in which we hope to produce two carriers, a six
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pounder A/tk. gun and also a 15cwt. with a machine
gun mounted in rear. On the 25th we shall fire the
annual course at Hythe.
Messrs. Bobby's have kindly placed a complete
window at our disposal for a week for the purpose of
recruiting and it has been most tastefully decorated
with the 4th Battalion drums, silver bugles and trophies
which have been presented to the company by local
organisations and donors.
In conclusion we offer our sincere good wishes to
Captain Collins for a speedy recovery from his accident.

"B" Company (Whitstable and Herne Bay)
Our Company Commander, Major P. A. Thorne,
has exchanged his bachelor's state for wedded bliss,
and we. all wish him and Mrs. Thorne all the happiness
which they undoubtedly deserve.
The company held a dance at the beginning of the
month and it proved a great success, a very pleasant
time being had by all* with the possible exception of our
M.C., whose hoarse voice suggests the iuclusion of
throat pastilles in future expenditure.
We congratulate Cpl. Castle (R.A.M.C. attached) on
his promotion, and trust that it will not be long before
three stripes adorn his arm.

"D" Company (Folkestone)
Our sincerest congratulations to C.S.M. and Mrs. Tidey
on the birth of a son, but it is with regret that at the
same time we have to record that C.S.M. Tidey has left
us to rejoin his regiment—The East Surrey Regiment.
C.S.M. Tidey has been P.S.I, of "D" Company since its
rebirth in 1947 and in wishing him every success for
the future the company presented him with an inscribed
tankard as a token of their esteem. We hope that
whenever he has the occasion to fill the tankard he will
remember those friends he made in "D" Company.
The presentation took place in the Company Canteen
and among those present was the adjutant, who had
been, not too reluctantly, dragged from his hospital bed.
In saying "goodbye" to C.S.M. Tidey, we say
"welcome" to our new P.S.I., C.S.M. Kemp, who comes
to us from G.H.Q. MELF. He has been a Buff since
1936 and has served with the 1st Battalion in India,
Palestine and North Africa and is wellknown in the
Regiment.

Past and Present Association—Continued from p. 104

Brighton Branch
The Branch has got under way in its new
premises as lodgers in Royal Naval Old Com
rades' Association and at its last meeting on
Friday, 9th June, seventeen members had
joined. What we want is twentyfive members
who turn up regularly, plus any visiting
members from other Branches. We are sorry
to report Bert Tester and Colonel Hamilton
as having been or still on the sick list—we
wish them a speedy recovery. We have a few
seats left in the 'bus for Canterbury for 13th
August—book now or you will be too late.
Lloyd's Patriotic Fund—Continued from p. 99
One of the Fund's main activities is in helping with the
maintenance and education of children of Officers of the
Royal Navy who have been killed in action or whose
deaths were as a result of service in the recent War.
The object of the Trustees is to ensure that the children
receive the education they would have had had their
fathers not suffered from war service.
Dependents of Officers and Men of the Fleet Air Arm
are also assisted in a similar way from a separate Fund
known as the "Corporation of Lloyd's Air Force Fund".
Another Fund administered by the Trustees is the
South African War Fund, no less than £156,883 having
been expended up to the end of 1949 in helping Officers
and Men discharged "medically unfit" as a result of the
Boer War.
Full particulars of the work of the Fund can be
obtained from the Secretary at the Office in Lloyd's
Building, 3 Lime Street, London, E.C.3.

CANTERBURY
Phone 2139

"S" Company (Ashford and Cranbrook)
With the advent of long evenings and warmer weather
we have been, at long last, able to carry out carrier
driving practice during our evening training. It has
filled a long felt want and has enabled our "L" drivers
to get nearer the goal when they will be the proud
possessors of a driving licence.
The Mortar Platoon at Cranbrook is going "great guns"
under the able guidance of St. Sweeny and we hope to
have them welltrained by the time Annual Camp draws
nigh.
In preparation for Annual Camp we joined H.Q.
Company on Sunday, 21st May for the purpose of
zeroing the rifles and with the same company will be
firing the* Instructional Rifle Course on 4th June.
We would like to welcome Pte. Fedder into our midst
and wish him a long and happy stay with us.
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Past and Present Association The Buffs
Remembrance Sunday

August 13th, 1950

The Service of Remembrance in the Cathedral commences at 12.30 p.m.
1.

RETURNS

Branches are requested to render to the Secretary of the Association on the dates shewn,.,
parade states for their respective branches.
(a) Forecast by Friday, July 28th.
(b) Final by Friday, August 4th.
It is particularly requested that every endeavour be made for the (&) state to be as accurate
as possible.
2. SERGEANTS' MESS

Only exmembers of a Sergeants' Mess are invited to use the Depot, The Buffs, Sergeants'
Mess, New Infantry Barracks. Admission will be by ticket which may be obtained from
the Depot by application through Branch Secretaries, or direct to the Administrative Officer,
Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury.
3.

ADMISSION TO THE CATHEDRAL

Tickets (limited) will be issued to members of the Association and their friends, also to
Associate Members.
No tickets are required for those on parade.
Application for tickets, with names of those using them, to be submitted to the Administrative
Officer, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks, Canterbury, by 28th July.
A collection will be made during the Service in the Cathedral in aid of Regimental^ charities.
4.

t

ROUTINE

No bars will be open before the parade.
On arrival, motor coaches will park in Military Road, the head of the leading 'bus being
opposite the barrack gates and clear of the road leading to Chaucer Barracks.
Members are requested to leave their belongings in their coaches.
On the dismissal of the parade, on return from the Service, motor coaches will embark their
passengers and proceed to a car park in the New Infantry Barracks.
TRANSPORT

Transport for those members who are unable to march will be provided for those who
require it. All such to parade outside the Royal Pay Corps Guard Room at 11.15 a.m.
CAR PARK

The Car Park at the Cathedral for the Service of Remembrance will be in the City Corporation
car park in Broad Street, from whence access to the Cathedral is via the Wicket Gate to the
Garden of Remembrance. No cars will be allowed to park in any part of the Precincts. Cars
going to and from Barracks will travel via the North Barrack Gates on to the Sturry Road;
and back, and will not then be held up by the column marching to and from the Cathedral..

PARADE PROCEDURE

The parade will form up on the Royal Army Pay Corps Square (formerly Depot The Buffs) in
close column of branches facing the Officers' Mess and will march off in the following order
Detachment The Buffs, Home Counties Brigade
Training Centre
Detachment, 4/5th Battalion, The Buffs
Chelsea Pensioners and Duke of York's R.M.
Schoolboys
Weald Branch
Medway Branch
Sittingbourne Branch
Ramsgate Branch
,,
Margate Branch
Hythe Branch

The Band
Canterbury Branch
Herne Bay SubBranch
Folkestone Branch
Sandwich Branch
Faversham Branch
Brighton Branch
Ashford Branch
London Branch
2/5th Battalion, The Buffs, 1914/18
Dover Branch

Markers, one from each branch, will parade at 11.35 a.m.
The Parade will fall in at 11.40 a.m., marching off at 11.55 a.m.
After the Service, branches will form up in the order of seniority and march back in that
order. The Band being in the centre of the column.
Cards indicating branches will be issued to Markers.
The Colonel of the Regiment will take the Salute as the parade marches off.
NOTE.—If it is raining after the Service the parade will be dispensed with and members will
make their own way back to their coaches.
In order to expedite forming up the parade after the Service half the branches will be directed
to leave the Cathedral by the West and South Doors, the other half going out by the Warriors'
Chapel exit.
AFTERNOON

Lunch.—Gymnasium, New Infantry Barracks, 1.45 p.m. to 3 p.m. Price 31 a head
Admission by ticket only.
Seating accommodation will be arranged to include both the Men's Branches and Ladies'
Guilds.
Branch Secretaries are requested to inform the Secretary of the Association of numbers,
including the Ladies' Guild where applicable, by July 28th. Payment for the number of
tickets r squired must accompany the indent.
Note.—Drivers of coaches should be included in the numbers.
Tea.—Teas will be served, on payment, in the Gymnasium from 4.15 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
There will also be a combined refreshment tent and bar at which eatables and drinks can be
obtained on payment. This will be open from 1.45 p.m. to 7 p.m.
OFFICERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

Lunch. N.A.A.F.I. Canteen, New Infantry Barracks. 5/ a head. Application, giving
numbers, to be made to P.M.C., Officers' Mess, Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks
Canterbury, by July 29th.
Tea.—N.A.A.F.I. Canteen, on payment, 4.30 p.m.
Side Shows will be organised and the Miniature Rifle Range open for competitions.
DRESS

Medals will be worn.

iii

For Gifts
ana
Presentations

he Canteen illustrated is representative of the
gradually improving stock of Spoons, Forks and
Cutlery, both plain and fancy patterns, now displayed
in the Company's Showrooms. A visit of inspection
is invited.

Particulars and details upon request.

The

GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD.
112 REGENT STREET
NO

LONDON  Wl

BRANCH ESTABLISHMENT ANYWHERE



TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name
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Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

fRice, N. D. ...
...
... IP/Brig.
Dewar, $4. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parry, F. W. B.
...
... IstBn.
MAJORS

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn., K.A.R.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Depot.
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., Instr. I.D.C.
Atkinson j J. G., O.B.E.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Q Branch, War Office.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Leave U.K.
1st Bn.
Lewis, J?. J. ...
Bailey, N; T.
l.R.W.K.
Edlmanjp, E. L. C., M.C. ... T/Lt.Col. Mil. Attach?, Cop?uhag?n.
Rawlings, A. C
A.P.M., Hamburg.
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
Horley, B. M
Ministry of Supply.
May, J. F. Fitz G.
Brit. Mil. Mission, Greece.
Ravenhfll, R. A. C....
Plumptfe, P. B., M.B.E. ... Chinese Training Unit, Hong Kong.

Bruce; E. P. C., M.C.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Parry, R, F., M.C.
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ...
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H.
Jelf, A. G. ...
Craddofck,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.E

CAPTAINS

1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
32 Sqn RA.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
T/Maj., 3rd Bu. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Depot.
G.S.O.3 E. Africa Command.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.3, M.I.26, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Dendy, R. H.
Lucas, J. P. i
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichto|, R. F., M.C.
McGratii, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G. ...
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D. ...
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L P.
t Supernumerary.

CAPTAINS

T/Maj.
T/Maj.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Kong.

Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E.
Leates, M. M.C.
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Pitkin, W. H.

1st Bn.
9 Trav. Wing, H.Q. E. Anglia Dist.
Admin. Office,

Gar.,
B.T.A.
H.C.B.T.C.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
"A" Branch, H.Q. B.T.E., MELF 4.
H.Q. Aldershot District.

Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Kille, W. E
Elliott, N

LIEUTENANTS

Peckham, A. D.
. .>
Squire, S. J. ...
Thorneycroft, F. E.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
Gatehouse, H. R.
Phillips, L. M.

...
...
...
..
...
...
...
...

Griffin, C. J.
Webber, j. W.
Pirn, A. H. E,
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Gillum, J. R.

...
...
...
...
...
...

Dalgliesh, A. R. F.
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V
West, C. T. F.

2ND
...
...
...
...
...

H.Q.7 Klagenfurt

4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
IstBn.
IstBn,
Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
A.D.C., Cr., H.£. District.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
IstBn.
H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
IstBn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
1 R.W.K.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
1 R.W.K.
IstBn.
LIEUTENANTS

IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.

QUARTERMASTERS

Ricketts, G. A.
Williams, L. J, M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F. ...

Short Servic* Commissions

T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office.

Broadley, A., T.D. ...
Geary, M
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C. ...
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
Lyons, H. S.
Minard, F. G.
Marriott, A
Pickard, D. L L, T.D.

... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG^ H.Q. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
... 1 R.W.K.
Nash, J. P. ...
ffrench Blake, M. A. 'B.... IstBn.
... IstBn.
Iliffe, R. O. ...
... 1st Bn., Course U.K.
Hadshar, G. ...
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... 1st Bn., Course U.K.
Barrett, D. P. R.
... IstBn.
Dent, J. E. ...
... G.S.0.3, Aldershot Dist.
MacDonald, E. W.
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
Marshall, F. ...
... T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
Dickson,
Wprts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

Ransley, E. J., M.C.
FitzGerald, E. D. ...
Sherwood, R. D.
Han nan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.
Wilson, A. F. P.
Northover, J. A.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D....
Roseberry, L S.
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... H.C.B.T.C.
... H.Q. Home; Counties District.
... IstBn.
... H.Q., N. Ireland District, Lisburn,
N. Ireland.
... Leave pending retirement.
LIEUTENANTS

...

Rowcliffe, T. A.,, Capt.
Stone, J. H., Lieut.
Corps, J., Capt.

4/5th Battalion

... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
... Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.

...
...
...
...
...
...

T/Capt.
T/Capt.
T/Capt., 18 W.O.S. B., (O.C.S.)
H.C.B.T.C.
T/Capt.
T/Capt.

QUARTERMASTERS

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
... H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

^

HON. COLONELS

4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
5th Bn. : Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Coffins. H. A. (Adjt.).
Tilleard, J.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Balding, C. E. E.

MAJORS

CAPTAINS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean. P. H.

LIEUTENANTS

QUARTERMASTER

Williams, L. J., M.B.E. Maj. (Q.M.)

MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
CHAPLAIN

Major The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A.

Post free
8/ per annum
4/ 6 months
2/ 3 months
WriteEditor
Depot. The Buffs
Canterbury
Telephone 4461
Ext 5
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BELGIUM
FRANCE

Personalia

MALTA

HPHE Colonel of the Regiment accompanied
* by the Officer Commanding Depot and
Secretary, Past and Present Association,
attended the Annual Church Parade of the
British Legion in Kent at Canterbury Cathedral
on July 9th.

LIBYA

CYRENAICA

Major P. T. G. LyndenBell retires at the end
of this month. We wish him good fortune for
the future.

ALGERIA

TUNISIA

Major B. J. Harris St. John sails from Hong
Kong for home on July 25th.

SICILY,

LEROS

We are glad to hear that Colonel E. F. D.
Strettell is now again in good health and back
at work. He has sold his house to Major
Drabble, the acting master of the Whaddon
Chase, and moved to a new farm at Howe
Park, Bletchley. Buckinghamshire.

HOLLAND

GERMANY

We congratulate Captain W. G. Blaxland,
who was a successful competitor in the recent
entrance examination to the Staff College.

EGYPT
ITALY

BURMA
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Captain F. G. Minard is living at 8 Ashdown
Terrace, Tidworth, where he and his wife will
be very pleased to welcome any member of the
Regiment who may be passing through Tid
worth a;t any time.
A yisit to Canterbury was paid in the middle
of July by Mr. J. Ainsworth (No. 9388, L/Cpl.),
who enlisted in 1909 and took his discharge in
1921. Mr. Ainsworth lives at 25 Mason Avenue,
Birkenhead, and his son had motored him down
fi^m th#b and he spent some days here trying
to ruh old friends to ground. The last one he
found was Major Tomlinson, in whose company
he was when they were both taken prisoner on
St. George's Day, 1915.

;/

j There has recently come to live in Canter
bury, at 70 Oxford Road, Mr. J. L. Welstead,
who enlisted in 1932 with the number 6286184
and reached the rank of C.S.M. Mr. Welstead,
who until recently was working in Mr. Colling.
wood Ingram's famous garden at Cranbrook,
is now working on his own as gardener.
We regret to record the death of Mr. S. C.
Hubbard. He became a life member of the
Association in 1949. For several years past he
had been employed by Captain G. J. Emery.
We regret to record the death of Mr. W.
Cheerison,A late 4th Battalion, 191418 War.
At his funeral the Sittingbourne Branch, of
which he was a member, was represented by
Major J. p. Wills, Mr. C. Croucher, Mr. E. Spice
and Mr. W. B. Sinclair.

Births; Marriages and Deaths
BIRTH
NAHLIK.—On 28th June, 1950, to Anne (nee
Miltonh wife of F/O. A. Nahlik, R.A.F., a son.

VH Future Events
August 13th. Remembrance Sunday.
August 19th. 4th Battalion, The Buffs
(193945), Reunion Dinner, Canterbury.
Application for tickets with names and
addresses clearly written to Mr. H. A.
Hollingsbee, 1 Montgomery Avenue,
Canterbury.
September (date not yet fixed). 8th (S)
Battalion, 191418 (Loos Night). Will
exmembers of the 8th (S) Battalion

who wish toattend, apply to Captain
R. W. Waby, 3 Deepdene Lodge, Upper
Tuise Hill, London,
S.W.2.
. . . s,September 23rd. London Branch Ladies'
Guild Dinner. Carr's Restaurant.
October 6th. Friday. Officers' ReUnion
Club Annual Dinner, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.,
Rembrandt Hotel, London. Applications
to attend to : Administrative Officer,
Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.
October 7th. 6th Battalion (191418)
Annual Dinner. Price of ticket 10/.
Application should be made to Mr. R. W.
killings, 14 Horhfair Road, Charlton,
London, S.E.7. Those residing in the
Kent country areas who wish to avail
themselves of travel by coach, to get in
touch with Mr. W.Jeffrey, M.C., 14
; Victoria Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
October 14th and 15th. The Buffs Golfing
Society Autumn Meeting at Littlestone.
October 18th. Wednesday. 7.30 p.m..
Provisional date for Annual General
Meeting, Weald Branch, Past and Present
Association, to be held at St. David's
Hall, Cranbrook, preceded by a Com
mittee Meeting at 7 p.m.
November 18th. Saturday, 7 p.m. Pro
visional date for the Annual Dinner,
Weald Branch, Past and Present Associ
ation, George Hotel, Cranbrook. =
:
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE o'FR FRIDAY,
16TH JUNE, 1950, DATED TUESDAY, 20TH JUNE, 1950.

The War Office, 20th June, 1950.
The King has been graciously pleased to confer
"The Territorial Efficiency Decoration with 1st
Clasp" upon the following officers:—
The Buffs.—Capt. (Hon. Maj). D. A. Boyd (70347):
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) A. J. Smithers (71544).
The King has been graciously pleased to confer
"The Territorial Efficiency Decoration" upon
the following officers :—
The Buffs.—Maj. G. A. H. Proctor, M.CL (89210) :
Capt. D. L. L. Pickard (90353) : Lt. J. S. W. Willey
(93981).
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY,
20TH JJJNE, 1950, DATED FRIDAY, 23RD JUNE, 1950.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
THE BUFFS.—Lt. A. F. P. Wilson (375978) to be

Capt., 8th June, 1950.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (Acting Lt.) W. G. G. Lewis

(385210) tcK be Lt., 22nd June, 1950, with seniority
1st January, 1950.
(Continued on p. 117)
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Buffs Golfing Society
Y^\LD friendships were re,
^newed and new ones made
when on Sunday last the 9th
of July the Society was enter
tained to lunch and golf by
the Liphook Golf Club.
Last year's match was in
delibly impressed on the minds
of all who took part by reason
of the torrential rain that
persisted throughout the day.
By contrast this time the
weather did its best to atone
for its previous misdemeanour,
by turning on the hot tap or
hot air. In fact it was a most
heavenly day and the course looked and played
its best. One can only hope that all the players
also played their best. This scribe certainly did,
and his opponent of last year, who gained a
one hole lead, was on this occasion forced to be
content with a halved match.
Our thanks are due to Colonel Hoare for
arranging the match and also to the Members
of Liphook Golf Club for their hospitality,
which we all enjoyed to the full.
The complete scores are attached herewith.
J.c.
Played at Liphook Golf Club on 9th July, 1950.
LIPHOOK G.C.

D. P. Cooper
...
S. N. Harris
M. H. Lushington ...
O. S. Stafford
...
L. Hyde
Lt.Col. E. D. Timms
Total

SINGLES

1
1
£
0
1
0

BUFFS G.S.
D. Montgomery
... 0
G. P. Mount
0
J. Crookenden
...
£
C. Lummis (5/4) ... 1
M. Baron
« 0
N. E. Hoare (5/4) ... 1

3£

Total

...

...

2£
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reported a very second rate one, proved to be
quite the reverse ; although not a very severe
test, it has plenty of interesting holes and
natural hazards and it is laid out in beautiful
country and is in excellent condition ; finally
there was no nonsense about having an enemy to
beat—there were six lots of foursomes made up
entirely of brother officers and the whole
atmosphere was most friendly. It was conducted
on the Stableford system and the results were
as follows :—
Lt.Col. G. E. F. Oliver, & Captain M. B. Baron
(winners)
...
...
...
...
...
...
Lt.Col. K. M. C. Mallam & Capt. R. J. Robertson
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden, & Lt.Col. E. V. Argles
Major F. Browne, & Major F. G. Crozier
...
...
Major I. A. Pearson & Captain L. E. Coates
...
Captain G. P. Mount & Lieut. R. E. Thomas
...

39
30
30
30
28
27

Major F. W. Tomlinson acted as Clerk of the
Course.
Having made the acquaintance of the
Captain of the Club (Mr. Webb) and the Hon.
Secretary, an early lunch was taken at the
Station Hotel, and a very good lunch too ;
and the first foursome got off at 1.45, when we
had the course to ourselves.
After tea, which was taken together, some of
the party had to return forthwith. Others,
having again met the Captain, exchanged
courtesies which were prolonged, if rumour is
correct, until after 9 o'clock. From these others
it has not been possible to ascertain precisely
what form these courtesies took, but they appear
to have been very enjoyable.
Altogether it was a very pleasant meeting
and the grateful thanks of the Society are due
to the officers of the Sidcup Golf Club for their
hospitality. It was very pleasant to meet
Lieut.Colonel Mallam and Jimmy Crozier
again and pleasant, too, to make the acquaint
ance of Captain Coates and Major Pearson.

FOURSOMES

Cooper & Lushington 1
Harris & Hyde
... 1
Timms & Stafford ... 1
Total
Grand Total

3
... 6£

Crookenden &
Montgomery
Mount & Baron
Hoare & Lummis
Total
Grand Total

... 0
... 0
... 0
0
... 2£

Foursomes at Sidcup
An extremely pleasant Sunday afternoon's
golf was enjoyed on 18th June ; a threatening
and rainy morning changed into a summer
afternoon; the Sidcup course, which had been

London Gazette—continued from p. 116
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 30TH JUNE, 1950, DATED TUESDAY, 4TH JULY,
1950.

The King has been graciously pleased to confer
the award of the "Efficiency Decoration (Terri
torial) '' upon the following officer:—
The Buffs.—Lt. A. S. Peters (46122).
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY,
4TH JULY, 1950, DATED FRIDAY, 7TH JULY, 1950.

The following Officer is awarded the "Efficiency
Medal (Territorial)" :—
The Buffs,—Lt, B, S, Edwards (217450),
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Regimental Cricket
A LTHOUGH the record of one win, four

^defeats and two draws may not sound a
very impressive one, mere figures cannot
describe the keenness with which all our
matches were played, and even if we could only
register one win, we can at least claim that in
every match we forced our opponent to draw
the whip.
The Depot Week itself was favoured with
excellent weather and not a minute of play was
lost. Tents were erected for the benefit of
players and spectators alike, and the attend
ance of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Band (except on Saturday, when that of the
Royal Fusiliers took its place) completed the
picture. We were glad to welcome many old
members of the Regiment to the Officers' and
Sergeants' tents, the majority of whom now
appear reconciled to the abandonment of the
old Depot ground for the new.
The outstanding feature of the play was the
batting of Hugh Collins, who, coming straight
from a two months' spell in hospital, shouldered
heavy responsibility time and again without
faltering. Even when his exertions failed to
avert defeat, they saved us from being disgraced.
For various reasons, sides were harder to
raise this year than last year, and on occasions
were somewhat unevenly balanced, with con
sequent landslides among the latter batsmen.
Next year, with the Battalion at home, the
selectors should be in the enviable position of
having a surfeit of candidates over vacancies.
Our thanks are, however, due to those
who came a long way and gave up valuable
time to support us. Special mention in this
connection should be made of Major D. Court,
who came down from Edinburgh for the Week.
The Buffs v The Royal Fusiliers
Played at Burton's Court, London, on 16th
June, and resulting in a draw.
Both sides were stronger in batting than in
bowling, and Majendie, winning the toss, gave
our opponents the role of pacemaker. The
Fusiliers owed much to the Conington twins,
National Service officers on leave from Germany.
Given twoandahalf hours to knock up the
runs on a fast scoring ground, it looked at one
stage that we might do it with Vere Collins and
Majendie seeing the ball well and taking every
chance. Vere Collins' dismissal inevitably
slowed proceedings down a bit, however, and
stumps were drawn at 6.30 with 28 runs still
required,

Royal Fusiliers
Lt. J. Conington, lbw, b McDonald
Major G. F. M. Archer, c Brown, b V. Collins
Capt. W. Barber, b H. A. Collins
Lt. T. C. Conington, not out
Capt. F. A. Coome, st Blaxland, b H. Collins
Col. C. A. R. Nevill, c Blaxland, b Majendie.
Major P. Johnson, lbw, b H. Collins
Major T. Allington, lbw, b V. Collins
Major J. H. T. Mardall, b V. Collins
R.S.M. H. Balmer, not out
Fus. White did not bat
Extras
Total (8 wickets dec.)...

45
0
19
100
0
16
24
5
7
10
14
240

Bowling.—V. Collins 3 for 55 ; H. A. Collins 3 for 59 ;
McDonald 1 for 35 ; Majendie 1 for 43 ; Durston 0 for 33.
The Buffs
Lt. P. F. Wilson, b Archer
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, b Archer
Capt. N. Elliott, lbw, b White
,
Capt. V. Collins, c Johnson, b Coombs
Major A. E. Majendie, not out
Capt. H. A. Collins, not out
Capt. E. W. McDonald .
Sgt. Jeffrey
Lt. Durston
> Did not bat.
Pte. Brown
I
Pte. Clarke
)
Extras
Total (4 wickets)
Bowling.—Coome 1 for 65
1 for 30.

5
13
33
55
75
24

8
213

Archer 2 for 28 ; White

The Buffs v Royal Naval Barracks,
Chatham
Played at Canterbury on 27th June and lost
by six wickets.
The R.N. fielded a much stronger side than
ours and we did well to have them worried at the
tea interval with three of their best bats out
for little more than 30 and another 50 runs
required. The bowling of Bailey, a player of
some repute, aided by a demoralising long run
and the whims of our pitch, was a trifle too
fast for all our batsmen except H. Collins.
The Buffs
Lt. P. F. Wilson, c Eden, b Bailey
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, b Bailey.....
Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, b Bailey.
Capt. H. A. Collins, not out
Sgt. Gullis, b Holyoake.....
Pte. Williams, b Holyoake
Major E. G. Neville, b Bailey....!
Lieut. J. Prentice, b Bailey
Major D. N. Court, b Watch
L/Cpl. Johnson, run out
Sgt. Jeffrey, st Griffiths, b Bailey
Extras
Total
Bowling.—Bailey 6 for 28;
Watch 1 for 19. *

3
1
5
52
3
0
3
0
2
0
1
12
82

Holyoake 2 for 20;
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Royal Navy
A. B. Babbage, b Collins
L. S. Packman, c and b Prentice
C/Sgt. Danson, b Prentice
E. R. A. Jones, st Sugden, b Collins
Cpl. Gelder, not out
C. Pigeon, not out
T. Griffiths
L/Sig. Bailey
H. P. Watch j* Did not bat.
Sgt. Eden
I
Cpl. Holyoake
Extras
.
Total (4 wickets)

15
10
19
1
20
13

6
84

Bowling.—Prentice 2 for 39 ; Collins 2 for 33

The Buffs v Royal Fusiliers
Played at Canterbury on 28th June and
resulting in an exciting two wicket victory for
our opponents.
Although lunch was taken with our score at
the hundred mark with only three wickets down,
We were all out for 110. By teatime, however,
we had dismissed five of our opponents for 30
runs and consternation reigned in the Fusilier
camp. Deighton, the Army Captain, claimed
for the Fusiliers on the strength of a wartime
attachment, then proved his worth. We
packed the boundary to restrict his rate of
scoring, but he promptly retaliated by hitting
sixes. He gave three sharp chances, the missing
of which cost us the match.
The Buffs
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, c Barber, b Deighton
Capt. N. Elliott, b Deighton
Col. C. R. Tuff, lbw, b Deighton
—
Capt. H. A. Collins, run out
Capt. V. Collins, b Archer
Major F. G. B. Wills, b Deighton
Lt. P. F. Wilson, c Deighton, b Archer
Major D. N. Court, c and b Archer
Pte Williams, b Deighton
Lt J Prentice, not out
L/Cpl Johnson, c Hardle, b Letinga.....
Extras
Total

11
11
29
45
7
0
0
0
0
0
1
6
110

Bowling.—Deighton 5 for 42 ; Archer 3 for 23 ;
Lotinga 1 for 1 ; Mardall 0 for 28 ; Cardlan 0 for 11.
Royal Fusiliers
H. Balmer, c Tuff, b Prentice
10
Major G. F. H. Archer, b V. Collins
2
C. Garfitt, c Prentice, b V. Collins
0
Capt. W. Barber, c Tuff, b H. Collins
10
Lt.Col. D. L. M. Standage, lbw., b Prentice
0
Capt. J. Deighton, not out...
70
Capt. J. Trasenter, b Prentice.
18
Col. J. H. T. Mardall, b V. Collins
4
J. Carolan, lbw, V. Collins
0
Lt.Col. P. R. Ashburner, not out
2
Lt.Col. J. L. L. Lotinga, did not bat.
Extras
2
Total (8 wickets)
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Bowling.—V. Collins 4 for 24 ; H. A. Collins 1 for 17 ;
Prentice 3 for 63 ; Wills 0 for 11.
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The Buffs v A. Radcliffe *s XI
Played at Canterbury on 29th June and
resulting in a draw.
Mr. Radcliffe brought a strong side of Masters
and Boys from the King's School to play
an afternoon fixture.
Our opponents were not greatly troubled by
our bowling and were able to declare at tea
time with over 200 on the board.
Sound batting, particularly by Collins and
Elliott, enabled us to stave oft defeat, although
we never looked like beating a stronger side.
Radcliffe's XI
B. E. Lee, lbw, b Wills
P. J. Walker, b Majendie..
C. W. Hackett, c Elliott, b Majendie.
J. H. Meadows, st Sugden, b Collins..
W. D. Thomas, not out....
A. Radcliffe, b Willis.
S. H. Edmonds, not out
W. N. Blyth
\
R. M. M. C. Mallinson I p...
.
M.F. Cowan
JDidnotbat.
J. B. Phillips
/
Extras
Total (5 wickets)<

0
38
4
47
54
8
37

14
202

Bowling.—Wills 1 for 60 ; Majendie 2 for 48 ; Willis
1 for 40 ; Collins 1 for 54 ; StratfordTuke 0 for 21 ;
Blaxland 0 for 12.
The Buffs
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, b Thomas
16
Capt. N. E. Elliott, run out..
38
Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, st Mallinson, b Thomas 2
Capt. H. A. Collins, not out
49
Major F. G. B. Wills, c Radcliffe, b Thomas 12
Major A. E. Majendie, c Blythe, b Phillips... 16
Lt. P. F. Wilson, c Hackett, b Thomas
0
Major D. N. Court, not out
4
Pte. Brown
\
Lt. StratfordTuke JDid not bat.
Pte. Willis
J
Extras
3
Total (6 wickets).....

140

Bowling.—Phillips 1 for 32 ; Thomas 4 for 57 ;
Hackett 0 for 27 ; Walker 0 for 21.

The Buffs v Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment
Played at Canterbury on 30th June and
resulting in a victory by six wickets.
The Queen's Own fielded an even side,
capable of batting down to No. 11, but not very
strong in bowling. All things considered, we
did well to get them out for 173.
Splendid batting by Hugh Collins, resolutely
supported by Wills and Wilson, enabled us to
pass their score with only four wickets down,
and thus score our first win against our old
opponents since prewar days.
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Royal West Kent Regiment
Major R. C. W. Thomas, b Wills
Captain V. Dover, c Blaxland, b Wills
Major C. H. Keenyside, b Wills
Capt. R. A. Burke, c Majendie, b Wills
Major A. R. Fyler, st Blaxland, b Collins...
Major P. R. H. Turner, c Elliott, b Prentice
Major P. C. M. Buckle, lbw, b Prentice
P. J. Goodwin, b Willis
J. A. Scouller, st Blaxland, b Collins
Capt. K. M. Hunting, not out
K. Dodson, b Prentice
Extras
Total

4
16
16
5
7
40
30
26
1
12
0
16
173

Bowling.—Wills 4 for 35 ; Prentice 3 for 45 ; Collins
2 for 44 ; Willis 1 for 6 ; Majendie 0 for 27.
The Buffs
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, c Turner, b Burke
7
Capt. N. Elliott, lbw, b Turner
15
Major A. G. Jelf, b Burke
2
Capt. H. A. Collins, not out...
89
Major F. E. B. Wills, b Burke
29
Lt. P. F. Wilson, not out
26
Major D. N. Court
Major A. E. Majendie
Lt. R. A. StratfordTuke Did not bat.
Pte. Willis
Lt. J. Prentice
/
Extras
6
Total (4 wickets)
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Bowling.—Burke 3 for 37 ; Turner 1 for 37 ; Goodwin
0 for 56 ; Hunting 0 for 34.

The Buffs v Band of Brothers
Played at Canterbury on 1st July and resulting
in a win for the B.B. by 113 runs.
The B.B. brought down a very strong side,
and although we were stronger than on any
previous occasion, we were struggling from the
word "go".
With Hugh Collins run out for a duck, the
issue became one between defeat or a draw.
In spite of dogged batting by Majendie, Jelf
and Wilson, in. the best Lancashire v Yorkshire
manner, our last man was out with only one
more over to be played.
Band of Brothers
O. G. Grace, c Tuff, b Prentice
R. M. Packman, c Prentice, b Tuff
C. I. A. Matheson, c and b Tuff
J. A. Baiss, c Majendie, b H. Collins
R. Leigh Pemberton, st Sugden, b H. Collins
T. A. Crawford, b Prentice
J. R. French, not out
H. T. H. Snowden, c Prentice, b V. Collins
E. O. Faulkner, not out
C. M. M. Man
) TVa J. ^ A.
G. P. M. Blackmore|Dld not bat'
Extras
Total (7 wickets)

52
39
1
40
10
1
26
25
2
4
200

Bowling.—V. Collins 1 for 33 ; Majendie 0 for 15 ;
Prentice 2 for 67 ; Tuff 2 for 29 ; H. A. Collins 2 for 52.
The Buffs
Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, c Pemberton, b Crawford 17
Major D. P. H. Norris, c Grace, b Crawford
0
Capt. V. Collins, b Blackmore
25
Col. C. R. Tuff, b Crawford
1
Capt. H. A. Collins, run out
0
Major A. C. J. Van Ammel, c French,
b Blackmore
12
Major A. Majendie, b Grace
14
Major A. G. Jelf, b Snowden
7
Lt. P. H. Wilson, c Pemberton, b Blackmore 8
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, not out
1
Lt. J. Prentice, c Packman, b Grace
0
Extras
2
Total

87

Bowling.—Blackmore 3 for 19 ; Crawford 3 for 43 ;
French 0 for 18 ; Snowden 1 for 5 ; Grace 2 for 0.

The Buffs v Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment
Played at Maidstone on 5th and 6th July
and resulting in a win for the Queen's Own by
33 runs.
The return match was a keen and tense
struggle with the issue in doubt right up to the
end.
Although our side was strengthened by the
inclusion of Broadley, players were hard to
come by for this midweek match, and we could
have done with a Bailey or an Evans among
our latter batsmen. Our opponents, on the
other hand, were as hard to dismiss at the end
as at the beginning of their batting.
Thanks largely to some good bowling by
McDonald and Broadley, we succeeded in
getting them out for the not impressive score
of 135.
By teatime we were approaching the 100
with only two wickets down, a state of affairs
that caused great anxiety in the enemy camp,
as Broadley and Collins were seeing the ball
splendidly. With Collins caught at the wicket,
and Broadley unfortunately run out when he
looked set for his century, came a sudden
change of fortune. The last five wickets put on
8 runs and we were all out 1 run behind ! We
had compensation, however, in the capture of
two cheap wickets before the close.
The second day's play was almost a repetition
of the first's, although we were prevented by
rain from starting until after lunch. Replying
to a slightly more formidable score, Collins
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and Broadley were again batting at the tea
interval and our prospects seemed bright.
Once again, however, the tea interval was their
undoing and our innings ended abruptly with
a rapid procession of batsmen.
Royal West Kent Regiment
Is/ Innings
Capt. R. Dover, lbw, b Broadley
P. Goodwin, c Prentice, b Broadley
Major C. H. Keenyside, b Broadley
Col. H. E. Scott, lbw, b McDonald
Major P. Turner, st Blaxland, b McDonald...
Major A. R. Fyler, b McDonald
Capt. R. A. Burke, b McDonald
Major P. Buckle, c Wilson, b McDonald
Col. H. Hancock, c Collins, b Prentice
Major R. C. W. Thomas, not out
J. A. Scouller, st Blaxland, b Collins
Extras

2
1
9
37
20
3
23
8
11
5
8
8

Total

135

Bowling.—Broadley 3 for 30 ; Wills 0 for 13 ;
McDonald 5 for 33 ; Collins 1 for 37 ; Prentice 1 for 14.
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2nd Innings
Lt. P. F. Wilson, b Scott
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, b Goodwin
Lt. J. M. S. Broadley, c Buckle, b Scott
Capt. H. A. Collins, c Dover, b Goodwin
Major F. E. B. Wills, b Scott
Capt. E. W. McDonald, b Goodwin
W.O. Moore, c Burke, b Scott
Lt. J. Prentice, c Turner, b Scott
Pte. Willis, not out
Pte. Brown, b Scott
Sgt. Jeffrey, c Sub., b Scott
Extras
Total

Total

Round and About
By The Tramp
Further Outlook : Unsettled
THE news, as pur
* veyed by the Press
and the B.C.C., is
hardly tonic in these
tense days. As I write
these notes the Satur
day night Theatre is
adding to the encircling
gloom by broadcasting
a play with the un
comfortable title The
Gathering Storm. There
fore I have retired to a
distance in order to
compose these random
jottings.

0
2
9
38
22
40
6
1
1
22
0
13
154

Bowling.—Broadley 2 for 18 ; McDonald 1 for 24 ;
Prentice 2 for 40 ; Wills 0 for 22 ; Collins 0 for 25 
Willis 4 for 12.
The Buffs
Is/ Innings
Lt. P. F. Wilson, lbw, b Scott
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, b Burke
Lt. J. M. S. Broadley, run out
Capt. H. A. Collins, c Thomas, b Goodwin...
Major F. E. B. Wills, c Goodwin, b Scott
Captain E. W. McDonald, c Keenyside,
b Goodwin
W.O. Moore, st Thomas, b Scott
Lt. J. Prentice, b Goodwin
Pte. Willis, b Goodwin
Pte. Brown, b Scott
Sgt. Jeffrey, not out
Extras
Total

4
4
70
29
16
1
3
1
0
0
1
5
134

Bowling.—Scott 4 for 66 ; Burke 1 for 22 ; Goodwin
4 for 41.
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Bowling.—Scott 7 for 46 ; Burke 0 for 15 ; Turner
0 for 7 ; Goodwin 3 for 44.

2nd Innings
Capt. R. Dover, b Broadley
P. Goodwin, c Blaxland, b Broadley
Major C. H. Keenyside, lbw, b Willis
Col. H. E. Scott, c Collins, b Prentice
Major P. Turner, run out.
Major A. R. Fyler, c Collins, b Prentice
Capt. R. A. Burke, b Willis
Major P. Buckle, c Wills, b Willis
Col. H. Hancock, b Willis
Major R. C. W. Thomas, c Collins, b McDonald
J. A. Scouller, not out
Extras

0
26
23
27
9
16
9
1
1
0
0
10

The events in Korea are uppermost in the
minds of most people at present and it requires
little imagination to picture the ordeal of the
woefully inadequate U.S. forces in the face of a
carefully planned aggression. One is painfully
reminded of the Spanish Civil War which was
used by Germany, Italy and Russia as a dress
rehearsal for what was to follow. Democracies,
in the nature of things, are slow starters, but
aggressors should have learned that once they
get moving they hit very hard. Reasonable
people throughout the civilised world anxiously
await the counter offensive.

Fifth Columns
Mention of "reasonable" men reminds me
that there are at large in Britain at this moment
many person who are far from reasonable.
The particular mental malady which originated
in the hateclouded mind of Karl Marx during
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his sojourn as a refugee in England has affected
far more people here than the Election results
last February suggested. They enjoy a freedom
of speech ancTniovement which would be denied
to them in the bleak Paradise whose glories
they are so eager to preach. What is more, they
are treated by a longsuffering public with
surprising tolerance. The distributors of sub
versive leaflets in the streets of London seem
"to get away with it", although one or two of
them have lately encountered people with
enough public spirit to challenge such mischief
making. No doubt M.I.5 has a fairly good
idea as to who would qualify for residence in
Brixton Prison if things become acute.
I occasionally indulge in the innocent pastime
of compiling lists of those who would seem to
qualify for the attentions of Defence Regulation
18B. I'll give you one guess for the name which
heads all nfy lists. The queue for places 2, 3, 4
and 5 is a long one but I know to whom I would
give priority. Incidentally, what a competition
this would make not only in the popular Sunday
Press but in one of the highbrow weeklies.
4'Peace"

Committees

I have lately had some firsthand experience
of the State of mind of some of these people.
The other day I attended a public meeting
organised by a group whose proclaimed object
is to exert pressure on our Government to ban
the Atom and Hydrogen bombs. The first thing
I noticed was the composition of the audience.
It was quite obviously packed with men and
women whose claim to British nationality was
either small or very recent. The speakers were
of two sorts. One purely pacifist and concerned
ostensibly to condemn war. Apart from a
tendency to hysterical oratory they were not
offensive. The other concentrated on the point
that to secure banning of the bombs we should
given in to Russia on the matters which divided
us, i.e. safeguards and inspection. This was
palpable treason and some of us in the audience
tried to ask questions when the meeting ended
and before the resolution was put. Needless
to say, questions were not permitted in spite of
many loud protests. We were promised by the
chairman an opportunity to ask questions at a
future meeting which, it is hardly surprising,
has not taken place.
Cricket
To turn to a more pleasant topic, I have not
had an opportunity to watch any firstclass
cricket this year except for one day at the
University Match at Lord's. This was a highly
interesting day's cricket, the more pleasant to

me in that the run of the play tended to favour
the side for which I have sentimental regard.
What is more, it confounded the prophets,
always an enjoyable experience. I was pleased
to notice that the authorities at the H.Q. of
English cricket have done much to improve the
amenities on this famous ground. The refresh
ment facilities still leave something to be
desired, but in other respects much has been
done. The price of admission (2/) for this
match is unnecessarily high. Although it was
a Saturday there were very many empty seats.
A reduction would have meant a far larger
"gate" and revenue.
The disastrous (that is for England) Lord's
Test Match I could only listen to on the wireless.
It was not an encouraging affair. I cannot
believe that, good bowlers though they un
doubtedly are, Ramadhin and Valentine would
have had it all their own way against certain
batsmen I admired in other days. Spooner,
Tyldesley (John), Woolley, Hutchings, Hobbs
and Leyland would, I venture to say, have dealt
faithfully with these "terrors". I recall how
when Fleetwood Wilson first appeared for
Australia, Walter Hammond was instructed to
go in and "kill" him, which he proceeded to
do to such effect that Fleetwood Wilson took
several seasons to recover. That much misused
word "psychology" enters into this business of
cricket as it does into international affairs and
a bowler or batsman is as good as he is allowed
to be.
Lawn Tennis
The "slaughter" of our countrymen and
women at Wimbledon was not unexpected
and the pundits have all given their views
about it. Having seen a few of the star per
formers at a local tournament just before
Wimbledon, I came to the conclusion that two
things govern this ascendency of overseas
players. The first is "severity". Not only of
stroke but of mental attitude. Among those
whom I saw in action were the Americans,
Gardner Mulloy, Miss Morrison and Miss Moran,
and the Australians Geoffrey Brown and O. W.
Sidwell. They were all magnificently fit. Brown
and Sidwell fought a singles match which lasted
close on three hours and were hitting as hard
at the end as at the outset. I am sure that
I and most of the spectators were more weary
when Brown finally clinched matters than were
either of the players. We still take these things
too lightheartedly for international prestige.
I know many people say that, after all, it is a
game. But is it ? It is a business to most of
the overseas players who, if they reach the
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Sand Storm, Haboob over Khartoum

heights, can make more money than even
simple footballers who are lured to Bogota,
a place that has now become familiar to English
people whose interest in Geography is, to say
the least, rudimentary.

"Sandstorm"
VY/E live and learn. Up to now, whenever the
" word "huboob" has been used in these
columns, both readers and writers—this corres
 pondent amongst them—have probably felt
that it was just the local way of spelling
"sandstorm". Such an idea could not, in fact,
be more wrong, since the name "huboob" is
really that of a particular kind of wind, blowing
from a particular point of the compass, com
parable with the "mistral" of Southern France
or the "bora" of the Trieste area. This special
brand of wind invariably brings with it a special
type of sandstorm which, associated in every
one's mind with the huboob wind, has inevitably
earned for itself the name of "huboob".
Although it will be hard for some of us to
believe, we have so far this year had exactly
two of these little numbers. The first descended
upon us two days after Albuhera Day at about
eight o'clock at night ; the second arrived, in
far more spectacular form, halfway through
this month at a quarter past five in the evening.
A clearly defined, menacing, curtain of sand,
yellowbrown in colour but streaked with darker
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shades of brown, towering up—at a conservative
guess—some three thousand feet into the air,
was seen to be coming rapidly towards Khar
toum during the early evening of June 16th.
Those of us lucky enough to be looking in the
eight direction at the right moment hurriedly
abandoned whatever outofdoor activity we
happened to be engaged in and made sharply
for house or Mess. We had, looking back on
it, a bare twenty minutes in which to get our
selves under cover and our windows closed and
shuttered.
Then, with a sudden roar of wind, the storm
was on us. In the twinkling of an eye the sun
had been blotted out, and the light had changed
from the soft, mellow evening glow to a yellow
ish, eerie quarterlight. It was as if some
celestial stage electrician had suddenly sub
stituted for the floodlight of the sun a batten
or two of amber spots. And with the wind and
the change of light came the sand : fine, dark,
yellow sand, swirling, billowing, eddying in the
air, penetrating through the smallest chinks
in doors and windows, choking, blinding sand,
getting into the cupboards, under the beds and
on to the furniture ; and, outside—for those
unlucky enough to be there—reducing visibility
to distances reminscen.t of London fogs.
Thus, for the space of perhaps halfanhour.
Then, without any change in the ferocity of the
wind and with the sand almost as dense as
ever, the light altered again. The amber spots
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were switched to light blue and a hard, metallic
glare—even more unearthly, it seemed, than
— — The earlier quarterlight—covered all one could
see. Slowly, imperceptibly, that glare too
disappeared ; the sun became faintly visible
once again, the sand ceased to fly. Only the
wind remained, rattling the doors and windows,
shaking the trees ; fierce, gusty, hot, unfriendly.
Far into, the night the wind continued to
blow and it was only when one awoke the
following morning, dishevelled, grimy and with
sand everywhere, that one realised that all was
over—for the time being. But springcleaning
oneself, one's house and one's belongings, was
a lengthy and tedious performance.
No matter by what name one calls these
things, such storms are only bearable provided
there aren't too many of them. Last year's
record of seventeen in one week would have
been, I venture to suggest, just about sixteen
too many.
H.R.G.

An Unexpected Award
JVlA OST surprised man in Camberley

is Mr.
Leslie Moxon, of "Calliope", Parkstone
Drive, Camberley, who did not know he had
received the British Empire Medal in the King's
Birthday Honours until he received the follow
ing telegram on Friday from G.O.C.inC.,
Eastern Command, "Many congratulations on
your welldeserved award in the King's Birth
day Honours list".
When the Camberley News called on Mr.
Moxon at his office at Sadler & Baker's, local
auctioneers and estate agents, he still did not
know what the award was for.
A telephone call to Battalion H.Q. of the
Queen's Royal Regiment soon cleared that up.
"Sergeant Moxon received the award for out
standing service to the Territorial Army",
the Camberley News was told, "He has done
very long periods of service with the T.A.".
Mr. Moxon is ColourSergeant of "B" Com
pany, 5th Bn. Queen's Royal Regiment.
He enlisted in the 4th Battalion of The Buffs
in October, 1927, when he was living in Canter
bury, and from 1930 to 1937 was an Orderly
Room Sergeant. He was then appointed a
ColourSergeant.
In June, 1939, he transferred to "B" Com
pany, 5th Queen's, and just before the out
break of war, on August 27th, 1939, he was
called up and went overseas a few months later.
Continued on p. 139

1st Battalion
A PART from the last few
**days of the month and
one hideous evening half
way through it—an event
which gets a writeup all to
itself elsewhere in this issue
—June has come and gone
with few complaints as to
the weather. Admittedly it
has been hot, but then we
all expected that; what we
did not expect was that
sandstorms would be so
conspicuous by their ab
sence. July should, by
rights, see the start of the
rainy season—though, with an average of only
6 inches per year, Khartoum cannot in all
conscience boast a heavy rainfall. When the
rain does come, we shall bless it for laying the
dust but shall doubtless bewail the departure
of the dry heat which we have known up to now.

Powercuts loomed rather largely in our
evening scheme of things during June. For
reasons best known to themselves, the Sudan
Light and Power Company decided to plunge
us all into darkness night after night at certain
specific times ; it goes without saying that those
times were the most inconvenient ones for all
concerned. This was especially the case when,
despite the presence of the ActingGovernor
General and a large audience, and despite
numerous assurances that there would be no
cuts on that particular evening, the Band were
twice reduced to silence in the middle of an.
otherwise excellent concert which they were
giving at the Sudan Club. If this was dis
concerting for the performers, it was doubly
infuriating for the listeners.
This Band Concert was an experiment by the
Sudan Club with a view to making such con
certs a regular monthly feature during the
hot weather. The committee, however, have
since turned the proposal down, though in view
of the popularity of the first concert and the
parlous financial straits of the Club it is difficult
to understand why. It is intended, instead, to
put on a series of concerts within the Barracks,
but they will quite rightly be for "home con
sumption only". The programme of the "try
itonthedog" concert was as follows :—
1. March: "Things to Come"
Arthur Bliss
2. SELECTION : "Song of Norway" after Greig
arr. Duthoit
3. Waltz : "Valse Triste"
Sibelius

THE DRAGON
4. Film Music : "The Way to the Stars"
Nicholas Brodsky
5. Dances : Three Hungarian Dances Brahms
6. Trombone Solos:
"Joy Wheel"
E.Sutton
"Trees"
 Rasbach arr. Foster
Soloist : Sgt. T. Lynch
7. Transcriptions:
"Loch Lomond"
Traditional
"Ilkla Moor Bah T'at"
arr. Clive Richardson
8. Selection :
New Sullivan Selection"
arr. Godfrey
Regimental March of The Buffs
Handel
National Anthem
Mention of the Band brings one very naturally
to the arrival of Bandmaster Foster's successor,
Bandijiaster Sharpe. He is warmly welcomed
on other pages of this issue but it is more than
appropriate to say here how glad everyorie is
to see him and to wish him a long, successful
and happy innings with the Regiment.
An arrival whom this correspondent failed
to mention last month was Mrs. Thorneycroft;
a very belated welcome to her, therefore, none
the less sincere because of its lateness.
During June, three National Service Officers
left the battalion, and to 2/Lieuts. Whalley,
Wright and Baker go our best wishes and the
hope that they will remember their time in
Hong Kong and Khartoum/Gebeit with pride
and pleasure.
The Drums have recently acquired a very fine
new set of leopardskins which look extremely
well on parade. These skins were subscribed
to by the following Officers, to whom the whole
Battalion—and indeed the Regiment—is in
debted for such a gift:—
Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry Capt. G. Hadshar
Major H. R. Grace
Capt. D. P. R. Barrett
Major P. J. Lewis
Capt. R. O. Iliffe
Capt. F. de R. Morgan Capt, J. E. Dent
Lieut. C. J. Griffin
We were glad to see Capt. Critchley during
the month, on his way to and from Asmara.
He was persuaded without much difficulty into
purchasing for himself such little items as a
silver cap badge, a pair of silver collardogs
and a Regimental cummerband : it is gratifying
to know that at any rate the GSO 3 (SD) at
Fayid is now correctly dressed.
Very soon after his return from England the
Commanding Officer went to have a look at
"B" Company at Gebeit. On this occasion there
was a slight departure from the usual method
of visiting the Detachment Company in that,
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having endured the usual twentythree hours in
a Sudan Railways compartment on the outward
journey, the Colonel returned by Dove Aircraft
from Port Sudan in exactly onetenth of that
time. This is an example which other official
visitors will doubtless follow in due season.
Sport, and particularly cricket, are fully
dealt with elsewhere in this Journal by their
respective correspondents. It is pleasant to be
able to record that the Officers' cricket team,
with four matches played, have four most
convincing wins to their credit. What is lacking
in their bowling strength appears to be fully
compensated for by batting proficiency coupled
with considerable eagerness in the field.; Later
in the year Battalion matches will take the
place of semibattalion games ; these promise
to be very much more pleasant than the some
what stilted, unnatural type of cricket that
League cricket—even the local League—in
variably produces. But perhaps if this corres
pondent hailed from Bradford he would think
differently.

Sports Reports
Cricket continues to dominate our sports life here in
Khartoum and, despite the temperature and the hours
of play, increased attendances are noted with pleasure.
It is perhaps unfair to single out any individual per
formance for special mention during the past month,
but with apologies to all others not mentioned it will
be granted that an extra word is due to Lieut. Thorny
croft first on his unquenchable enthusiasm for the game
and secondly for his really bright knock of 80 against
Buffs "A".
To my mind at least, mention must also be made of
the very sporting encounter between Buffs "A" and the
wellknit Minor Units team at South Barracks on
23rd—24th June. With the Buffs in the field during the
first day's play an entertaining two hours' sporting
cricket was watched by the spectators; The spirit in
which the game was played between these two allArmy
teams added to the enjoyment and is surely an example
to performers in other spheres. Major Grace is to be
congratulated not only on his bowling analysis and
batting prowess, but also on his very capable and
sporting approach to the game generally.
Forgive me if I enthuse, but it is a refreshing spectacle
indeed to see the game played for the game's sake—the
manner in which cricket, and any other game..for that
matter, should be (but very seldom is) played. Finally,
let me say that the enthusiasm shown by both Buffs
"A" and "B" teams both during practice and in matches
is indeed inspiring.
The successful conclusion of both the InterPlatoon
League tables in Basket Ball and Volley Ball and the
conimeneemOnt of the InterGompany Harris Shield
Basket Ball plus a Water Polo League are some other
highlights in our Sports World during the month under
review which are more fully dealt with in their
appropriate reports.

1st Battalion Officers' Cricket Team, Khartoum, June, 1950
Back Row (left to right).—Captain (Q.M.) Watts, 2/Lieut. Gillum, Major Yates, 2/Lieut. West, 2/Lieut. Mullins,
2/Lieut. Grugeon, Lieut. Gatehouse (Umpire).
Front Row (left to right).—Captain (Adit.) F. de R. Morgan, Lieut.Colonel Parry, Major Grace, Lieut. Thorneycroft,
Major Lewis.
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Cricket batting and bowling averages to date are as
follows :—
BATTING AVERAGES

Innings
Major Lewis...
... 4
Major Grace...
... 5
Lieut. Thorneycroft
4
Q.M.S.I. Spinner ... 4
2/Lieut. West
... 3
Lieut.Colonel Parry
1
L/Cpl. Kay ...
... 4
Cpl. Jones ...
... 3
L/Cpl. Morris
... 5
Sgt. Hubbard
... 4
Major Yates... *
... 4
2/Lieut. Mullins
... 4
Cpl. Weatherall
... 5
Major Morgan
... 4

Total
103
157
124
92
48
15
29
19
29
23
17
19
21
16

Highest Average
38
343
84
314
80
31
32
23
34
16
15
15
16
96
95
7 n.o.
15 n.o.
72
9
57
11
56
47
9
8
. 42
11
4

BOWLING AVERAGES
o.
M.
R.

Q.M.S.I. Spinner
L/Cpl. Morris
2/Lieut. Gillum
L/Cpl. Gwinnel
2/Lieut. West
Major Grace...
Pte. Fuller ...
Lieut. Thornycroft
Sgt. Hubbard

41
27
32

28

3
4
1
0
0
5
4
5

14
504
30
30
74 12

141
102
62
137
58
246
101
105
244

w.
14

Ave.
101

14

16

117
124
145
154

13

175
187

10
11

4

6
6

102

168

Cricket—Officers v Corporals
At South Barracks on Monday and Tuesday, June
19th and 20th the Officers defeated the Corporals by
156 runs. As the Corporals had issued the challenge
there was no question of the Officers producing, as it
were, a 2nd XI. Nevertheless, hopes ran high for the
fielding side on Monday, for in the second over Captain
Watts cocked up a ball on the leg, and was easily caught
at midon. The second wicket fell with the total at 24
when Captain Morgan touched a rising ball, and was
well caught behind the stumps.
But from that moment any ideas of a quick dismissal
were soon dispelled, for Lieut. Thorneycroft and 2/Lieut.
West were in no mood for trifling. Scoring was, perhaps,
a little off the edge of the bat to start with, but both
had soon settled down to hit the ball most aggressively
all over the field. Both passed their 50 at about the
same time, and when tea was taken after an hour's play
the Officers' total stood at 124 for 2 wickets.
After tea both continued to score freely until Lieut.
Thorneycroft gave a possible chance to coverpoint. It
was not held, however, but in the next over he was
bowled. The partnership had added 123 runs in less
than half as many minutes. Shortly afterwards, 2/Lieut.
West misjudged a ball and was also bowled. He had
batted most entertainingly, his innings ending in a
blaze of glory—6, 6, 4, 4.
Some more runs were added by Major Lewis and
Captain Iliffe, and with half an hour's play left Lieut.
Thorneycroft declared, leaving the Corporals no small
task.
The Corporals' bowling had lacked consistency, and
the Officers were quick to punish the loose ball. L/Cpl.
Morris and L/Cpl. Morant were most persevering,
however, and both were rewarded with three wickets.
Major Grace and 2/Lieut. West opened the bowling
for the Officers, and in the second over Cpl. Weatherall
was bowled ; in the next one 2/Lieut. West made a
fine catch at second slip to dismiss L/Cpl. Gwinnell.
Cpl. Smewin hit two gay fours before he played a ball
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on to his wicket, and at close of play 4 wickets were
down with only 22 runs on the board, so the writing
on the wall was all too clear.
When play was continued on Tuesday the Officers
pressed home their attack with Major Grace at one end
and 2/Lieut. Gillum at the other. After 6£ overs the
match was finished, and the remaining six wickets could
add no more than 10 runs to the overnight score. Cpl.
Jennings provided the only glimmer by cutting a ball
off his middle stump for four runs past coverpoint.
But that was all.
For the rest of the afternoon the Corporals batted a
second time. It was lighthearted cricket, and when
stumps were finally drawn the Corporals had made
120 with 3 wickets still to fall.
The Officers
Capt. F. de R. Morgan, c Weatherall, b Morris 9
Capt. H. E. Watts, c Adam, b Morris ..... 2
2/Lieut. C. T. F. West, b Morant................ 78
Lieut. F. E. Thorneycroft, b Morris............ 60
Mpjor H. R. Grace, b Morant.
0
Major P. J. Lewis, not out
. 14
Major G. H. A. Yates, b Morant
I
Capt. R. O. Iliffe, not out
7
Extras (b. 17)
17
Total (6 wickets dec.)

188

2/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, 2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum and
2/Lieut. J. D. Grugeon did not bat.
Bowling.—Morant, 121733 ; Morris, 91513 ;
Gwinnell, 40330 ; Burnett, 20140.
The Corporals
Cpl. Weatherall, b West
1
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, c West, b Grace..
0
Cpl. Smewin, b Grace
8
Cpl. Adam, c Grace, b Gillum
4
L/Cpl. Morant, b Grace
1
L/Cpl. Morris, c West, b Gillum
5
L/Cpl. Smith, lbw, b Grace
2
L/Cpl. Munns, st. Morgan, b Grace
0
Cpl. Jennings, b Grace
5
Cpl. Edwards, not out
0
L/Cpl. Burnett, b Gillum
1
Extras (b. 5)
5
Total

32

Bowling.—Grace, 7486; West, 2181 ; Thorney
croft, 1030 ; Gillum, 3*5083.
Cricket—Officers v Small Units Officers
MONDAY AND TUESDAY, JUNE 26TH AND 27TH

In weather pleasantly cool for Khartoum the Officers
of the Battalion played a most enjoyable match against
an Eleven composed of Officers of the Small Units in
Khartoum. The game was an admirable one from every
point of view, for the final result was always in the
balance, and much of the play was quite excellent.
Captains Watts and Morgan laid a firm foundation
for The Buffs innings on Monday, until Captain Morgan
touched a ball to be well caught behind the stumps ;
and one run later, with the score at 22, Captain Watts
was splendidly caught in the slips.
However, there was no question of a collapse for
Lieut. Thorneycroft and 2/Lieut. West carried the score
along to 68, when Lieut. Thorneycroft was dismissed
rather tamely. He tried to cut a wide longhop, could
not quite get over it and gave a difficult catch to cover
point, which was brilliantly held by Major Tooley.

Officers v Small Unit Officers
Soon, after, 2/Lieut. West was also out. He had been
his usual aggressive self, but scored one rather un
conventional six with a skier off the edge of the bat—
admittedly, the middle of the edge !
When tea was taken the scoreboard read 74 for 4
and it was clear that many more runs were needed to
put the batting side in a comfortable position.
After tea Majors Lewis and Grace forced the pace
cheerfully, and carried the score to 142 when Major
Grace was out. He hit a very hard six over midwicket,
but skied the next ball high into the heavens to be
caught by Major Ormiston at midoff.
The next two wickets fell quickly, but all this time
Major Lewis was playing another of those fine innings
which we have all come to admire so much in Khartoum.
He passed his 50 with a glorious offdrive through the
covers, but was bowled soon after by Captain La than,
who had been persevering from one end practically
without a break.
Major Yates and 2/Lieut. Gillum added some more
runs, and both were not out when the 36 overs allowed
to the batting side were completed. The last over was
something of an anticlimax. Both batsmen were
obviously intent on hitting all six balls out of the field,
but Captain Lathan bowled them all fast and a little
short, and neither Officer succeeded in getting a touch !
All the same, Buffs Officers seemed to be in a fairly
strong position. Their total is, incidentally, the highest
scored at South Barracks this season.
Tuesday's play was a perfect delight to watch, for the
batting of Major Ormiston, against some extremely
untidy bowling, was as brilliant as one could ask to see.
He was utterly merciless on every ball of indifferent
length—driving, pulling, cutting, gliding. He did give

three possible chances in an otherwise flawless display ;
a snick in the direction of third man, but well wide of
any fielder ; a slightly lifted straight drive, off a full
pitch from Major Grace, which, although the bowler
got a hand to it, nevertheless reached the boundary by
the sightscreen ; and thirdly, a piledriver straight at
the unfortunate 2/Lieut. Grugeon at midwicket. But
Major Ormiston's mastery of the bowling was supreme,
and he batted for 45 minutes to make 91, out of a total
of 110. It was indeed a privilege to witness so polished
a display.
Major Grace was bowling offspinners round the
wicket with a packed legside field. With all due respect
to the accuracy of the bowling your correspondent,
who was fielding in one of the shortleg positions,
hardly felt that he was in the right place to dictate
terms to a lifeinsurance agent when Major Ormiston
was at the wicket. However, as his analysis shows,
Major Grace's bowling paid ample dividends.
Colonel Irvine was quickly dismissed, splendidly
caught by Lieut. Thorneycroft at legslip, but when
tea was taken the batting side were still well placed—
122 for 3—for Major Tooley was playing a dour innings,
and Captain Lathan was well known to be capable of
scoring the necessary runs.
The Regimental Band played during the tea interval
and for the rest of the game, which completed the
atmosphere of festival cricket at its best.
The first "ball" after tea was also in keeping—a half
volley from 2/Lieut. West, well struck by Captain
Lathan, which he was surprised to see explode on his
bat—a welldisguised potato ! However he showed his
contempt of the incident by cutting the next ball for
4 runs past cover. But with the total at 130 he was
stumped, and in the same over Captain Nicholson was
bowled.
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Officers v Small Unit Officers
2/Lieut. Gillum was bowling steadily from the other
end, and was trying with the occasional legbreak to
tempt Major Tooley to give a catch in the deep. Col.
Parry was waiting—far away in "cowshot corner"—
but Major Tooley successfully lobbed one over his head,
smack into the middle of the Band ! However, 2/Lieut.
Gillum was rewarded with the next wicket, that of the
Kaid (Maj orGeneral Scoones), who was enticed down
the wicket, missed the ball completely and was well
stumped by the Adjutant.
Captain Shaw fell first ball, and then the gallant
Major Tooley, who had batted most tenaciously, was
bowled by Major Grace.
When the ninth wicket fell 29 runs were still needed
for victory—a victory which seemed very possible, for
Captain Eales was playing the bowling with the greatest
confidence. But when 19 runs behind, an impossible
single was called and Captain Mallet was run out.
So ended a delightful match. There can be little
cause for complaint if our other matches in Khartoum
are of the same high standard ; for it is not often that
one has the opportunity to enjoy such grand sportsman
ship and such good cricket.
Buffs Officers
Capt. H. E. Watts, c Ormiston, b Irvine
7
Capt. F. de R. Morgan, c Hoare, b Irvine.... 11
Lieut. F. E. Thorneycroft, c Tooley, b Lathan 17
2/Lieut. C. T. F. West, b Lathan
28
Major P. J. Lewis, b Lathan
62
Major H. R. Grace, c Ormiston, b Irvine
32
Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, b Lathan
1
2/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, b Lathan
0
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum, not out
10
Major G. H. A. Yates, not out
14
Extrafe (b. 9, lb. 1, w. 1)
11
Total (8 wickets)

193

2/Lieut. J. D. Grugeon did not bat.
Bowling.—Irvine, 161873 ; Lathan, 171655 ;
Ormiston, 21140 ; Tooley, 10160.
Small Units Officers
Major J. W. G. Ormiston, b Grace
91
Capt. E. R. Hoare, b Thorneycroft
4
Major C. Tooley, b Grace
41
Lt.Col. L. G. Irvine, c Thorneycroft, b Grace
0
Capt. R. R. Lathan, st Morgan, b Grace
16
Capt. H. Nicholson, b Grace
0
Maj.Gen. R. L. Scoones, st Morgan, b Gillum
3
Capt. E. J. Shaw, b Gillum
0
Capt. W. S. Woodward, b Gillum
0
Capt. A. D. C. Eales, not out
10
Capt. M. H. Mallet, run out
4
Extras (b. 1, 1b. 3, w. 1)
5
Total

174

Bowling.—West, 61290;
Grace, 111705;
Thorneycroft, 50401 ; Gillum, 10.63303.

Basket Ball
During the past month there has been plenty to
entertain the basket ball enthusiast. The final game
of the InterPlatoon League—between No. 3 Platoon
of "A" Company and the Signal Platoon—provided
great excitement. Both teams shared first place in the
table, so the match was to decide the winner. The
Signals began strongly, but it was a dingdong struggle
and at halftime they were only leading by the slender
margin of 11 points to 9.
But right from the whistle in the second half No. 3
Platoon were complete masters—thanks largely to some
expert play by Cpl. Flannigan—and with a bare five
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minutes left they had increased their total to 20, while
the Signals had not added a single point to their half
time score. But the Signals were not to be defeated so
tamely, and now staged a heroic comeback ; in fact,
despite their large deficit of points, it almost seemed
that they would snatch victory from their rivals at the
last moment.
But No. 3 Platoon clung grimly to their slender lead,
and at the final whistle had amassed 24 points to the
Signals' 20. It was a great game to watch, and there
was much excellent play on both sides. No. 3 Platoon
was indeed a worthy winner of the league and the Signals
a gallant runnerup. Besides Cpl. Flannigan, Pte. Peters
played a sound game for No. 3 Platoon, while Pte.
Morris was outstanding for the Signals.
The rest of the month has been devoted to Inter
Company Harris Shield League matches. To date,
"Q" Company (consisting of Administrative Platoon,
the Band and Drums) lead in the table. "A" Company
are second, three points behind.
Unfortunately, with "B" Company away at Gebeit,
the competition is perforce somewhat drawn out, but
judging by the interest shown at this stage, it seems
certain that the finale—when it can take place—will be
most keenly supported.

From the start companies have worked well, putting
forward strong teams, and there is no doubt that the
standard has risen. This applies particularly to "C"
Company, who from the first found it difficult to produce
the numbers ; however, with Ptes. Broome, Roberts
and Church they ignored the difficulties, as their results
will show. On the other hand, "A" Company, who
were perhaps the favourites, have been unfortunate in
losing 2/Lieut. Whalley and, only temporarily it is hoped,
Pte. Pellant. Although they have done quite well, "Q"
always looked as though they might wrest pride of
place from them.
There seems to be no way of stopping Lieut. Squire's
massive twentyyard throw; he has scored many a
goal for "Q", ably backed by Gornall and Ormiston,
two very promising players. "H" Company, led by
L/Cpl. Dolan, have also found it difficult at times to
produce a full team, and so far their only claim to fame
has been to draw with "A" Company. "S" Company's
team, led by 2/Lieut. Grugeon and Cpl. Smewin, have
not been fortunate, having lost all their matches.
However, we hope that by the time the league is fully
played out they will have a victory behind them.
As has already been pointed out, this is a preliminary
to the Harris Shield Competition, and with the standard
of play lising on all sides, the actual competition should
prove an exciting league to wa,tch, with all teams putting
their best into the sport.
Also during the month there have been two friendly
matches against the R.A.F., with not our—or their—
best team; merely a pleasant way of having an after
noon's sport, and on both occasions, after a good game,
we have proved that we can still take on all comers !

Volley Ball
The InterPlatoon Volley Ball League was reaching
its end when we last went to press, with the M.G. Platoon,.
Signal Platoon and Band and Drums battling for first
place. The Band and Drums were the first to drop out,
losing first to the Signals and then to the Machine Guns.
Results of the League are :—
Then during the last week the Signal Platoon, after a
thrilling game, beat the Machine Guns by 2 games to 1,
Place Team
P
W
D
L Goals Pts.
two days later defeated Battalion H.Q. and M.T. in
1st
"Q"
17
8
their final game and so kept their unbeaten record.
"A"
2nd
10
5
A large section of the Battalion has taken a great
"C"
3rd
8
4
interest in this game which was new to most of them.
"S"
1
2
4th
It is indeed suited to this climate, and a great number
"H"
1
1
5th
of men can obtain exercise on small plots of ground,
otherwise quite unsuitable for sport.
The final positions of the InterPlatoon League are
Swimming
shown as under :—
WATER POLO TEAMS VISIT ATBARA
L. Points
w.
P.
Two Water Polo teams left Khartoum by train on
Signal Platoon...
0
22
11
11
Thursday evening, 25th May, for Atbara, where they
M.G. Platoon ...
20
11
10
were to play against the Atbara Sports Club. The train
Band and Drums
18
11
9
Admin. Platoon \
journey was uneventful, the teams duly arriving at
14
11
7
A.2
/
Atbara at about 7 a.m. the next morning, and being
Mortar Platoon
met by their hosts from the A.S.C., with whom they
12
5
11
6
B.H.Q. and M.T.
were to spend the day. After a hearty breakfast, all
8
7
11
4
A.3
forgathered at the swimming pool, where in addition
8
6
3
11
C.7
to the previously arranged waterpolo matches, a short
9
2
4
11
A.1
swimming gala had been laid on. The Buffs entered for
2
11
1
10
C.8
all the events with the exception of the Ladies' and the
C.9
Under Tens' Races. In view of the preponderance of
11
0
11
0
Buffs successes in the gala, it must be added that A.S.C.
had 75% of their best swimmers at home on leave ;
the results are not therefore a true guide to the standard
WaterPolo
of either the A.S.C. or the Buffs.
On Monday, 12th June, an intercompany Water
The results of the Gala events are as follows :—
Polo league was started, the object of which was to
give companies an opportunity to choose their teams
EVENT NO. 1. DIVING FOR PLATES :
for the coming Harris Shield Competition. This was,
First.—Pte. Roberts (Buffs), 11 Plates.
in fact, a friendly prelude to the competition. Each
Second.—Pte. Beken (Buffs), 10 Plates.
company, with the exception of H.Q., produced one
EVENT No. 2. BREAST STROKE (2 lengths) :
team; H.Q. divided, by virtue of its size, into "H"
First.—Pte. Morrison(Buffs).
and "Q" ; "B" Company—being at Gebeit—did not
Second.—Pte. Roberts (Buffs).
enter, though it is hoped that they will be able to do
EVENT NO. 3. WATER POLE (A.S.C. "B" v Buffs "B") :
their best in the actual Competition.
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Buffs "B" Team as follows: Ptes. Beken, Woolley,
Botley, Ormiston,, Gornall, Morris and Cpl. Smewin
(Captain).
The Buffs lost the toss and for the first half defended
the shallow end. Buffs attacked very early in the game
and were nearly rewarded with a very good shot by
Cpl. Smewin. A.S.C. were quickly off the mark and
replied with a good goal by Jacobs from a pass by
Stanton. Shortly afterwards the Buffs equalised with
a goal by Cpl. Smewin after a scrimmage in front of the
A.S.C. goalmouth.
The remainder of the first half saw several attempts
by both sides to score but to no avail. Stirling work
was put in by Jacobs, Stanton and Chadderdon for the
A.S.C. while Bdsmn. Ormiston and Gornall for the
Buffs deserve praise for their strong swimming and
good throwing. The former originated most of the Buffs
attacks.
Score Halftime : A.S.C. 1 ; The Buffs 1.
In the first few minutes of the second half a, long shot
by Jacobs of A.S.C. was saved by Woolley, and put
the Buffs on their mettle. A strong attempt by Gornall
and Morris was beautifully saved by Kerr, the A.S.C.
Goalkeeper. A further attempt by the same pair bore
fruit, giving the Buffs their second goal. A twohanded
throw by Dix gave The Buffs a free throw which, taken
by Cpl. Smewin, who passed to Gornall, who scored
the Buffs third and final goal. Stanton for the A.S.C.
played well, making full use of his strong throw, while
Pte. Morris proved his worth on the right wing. The
game was a keenly fought one and the spectators
thoroughly enjoyed it; shouts of "Come on Daddy"
were frequent from the younger generation, who were
not a little sorry when the Buffs prevailed.
Final score : A.S.C. 1 ; The Buffs 3.
EVENT NO. 7. UNDERWATER RACE (1 length) :
First.—Pte. Woolley.
EVENT No. 8. RELAY FREE STYLE :
First.—The Buffs (Pte. Pellant, L/Cpl. Dolan, Cpl.
Flanigan, Lieut. Squire).
EVENT NO. 9. BACK STROKE (1 length) :
First.—Pte. Pellant (Buffs).
EVENT NO. 10. WATER POLO (Buffs "A" v A.S.C. "A").
Buffs "A" Team was as follows : 2/Lieut. Whalley,
Lieut. Squire, Ptes. Pellant, Morrison, Peters, Cpls.
Dolan and Flannigan (Captain).
The Buffs lost the toss and defended the shallow end.
A.S.C. got the ball first and Symons nearly scored for
A.S.C., the ball just clearing the bar. The Buffs goal
keeper, 2/Lieut. Whalley, cleared the ball to Cpl.
Flannigan, who was waiting just the right side of the
halfway line ; the latter swam a few strokes and
scored with a fine long shot. A second goal for the
Buffs followed very quickly when Cpl. Flannigan passed
to Lieut. Squire waiting unmarked about 8 yards from
the goal, who sent a firm shot to the corner of the net.
The A.S.C. were far from idle and kept the Buffs defence
fully occupied. MaxwellMackay tried a long shot,
which unfortunately hit the bar. Lieut. Squire (left
wing) changed places with L/Cpl. Dolan (centre), received
a pass from the latter and shot from 7 yards, to score
the Buffs tlr'rd goal. A fourth goal by Cpl. Flannigan
was thrown from the halfway line. Ptes. Pellant and
Morrison played a good game for the Buffs and the
corner certainly upset the A.S.C. forwards. Robinson,
the A.S.C. goalkeeper, played an extremely good game ;
Chadderdon and Harrison's throwing was strong and
accurate.

131

Score : The Buffs 4 ; A.S.C. nil.
The second half proved very exciting for the spectators,
mainly because of the interpretation of the ducking
rule being that once a person took the ball he could be
ducked, whereas in point of fact the ball must be clear
of the water. However, both team captains had agreed
to play the former for simplicity, so ducking was the
order of the day. The A.S.C. took the offensive early
in the second half and MaxwellMackay scored their
first goal, followed closely by a second scored by Wallis.
A tfiird goal for A.S.C. followed after a scrimmage in
front of the Buffs goal. The Buffs after this serious set
back settled down to some constructive play which was
rewarded by L/Cpl. Dolan throwing a perfect shot to
gain the Buffs their fifth goal. Then a long dribble by
Morrison, a pass to Peters who swam a few strokes
and then shot from a narrow angle to beat the goal
keeper, gave the Buffs their sixth and final goal.
Final Score : The Buffs 6 ; A.S.C. 3.
The prizegiving followed.
The afternoon's entertainment consisted of a tennis
tournament between three doubles pairs from each
team, each pair to play the others once ; each set
consisted of nine games, making a total of 27 games in
all. The Buffs were soundly thrashed by the A.S.C.
and the former can only plead that they came to swim
and not to play tennis.
The scores were :—
A.S.C.
The Buffs
Keill and Hall v Squire and Whalley
...
... 8—1
Jarman and J.B. v Squire and Whalley ...
... 4—5
Robinson and P. v Squire and Whalley ...
... 4—5
Keill and Hall v Morris and Gornall
...
... 6—3
Jarman and J.B. v Morris and Gornall ...
... 7—2
Robinson and P. v Morris and Gornall ...
... 5—4
Robinson and P. v Morris and Pellant ...
... 8—1
Keill and Hall v Morris and Pellant
...
... 9—0
Jarman and J.B. v Morris and Pellant ...
... 7—2
58—23
Final Score : A.S.C. 58 games ; The Buffs 23 games.
To round off the day a supperdance was given by
the A.S.C. in the grounds of the Swimming Club. There
was no shortage of partners for the Buffs, and one and
alb thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
The teams left Atbara by train at 9.30 p.m. that
evening ; one and all will long remember both the visit
and the kindness and hospitality of their Atbara hosts.
Squash Racquets
This pleasing, and exciting game has poked a tentative
and cautious finger into the pie of Battalion Sport,
hoping to gain at least an equal footing with the many
various games already established.
The very excellent squash court in South Barracks
has been placed entirely at the disposal of O.R.s, and
it is not surprising to hear the sharp "thuks" coming
from the interior at night. The powerful lights, con
trasting vividly with the black sky, and a relatively
cool atmosphere add a certain picquancy to the game.
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, Ptes. Bond, Stepney and Harris are
among the newcomers and lend weight to the theory
that elementary Squash Racquets can almost be mastered
in one game. Such is the enthusiasm shown that this
correspondent can foresee many hardfought matches
when the time comes to introduce individual tourna
ments,

Back Row (left to right).—Sgts. J. Middleton, J. Villhaber, T. Lynch, E. Knight, H. Richards, M.M., R. Wright,
D. Richards (R.A.E.C.), R. Cockcrton, W. Killick.
Third Row {left to right).—Sgts. J. Whittle, J. Adams (R.E.M.E.), A. Horswell, V. Baldwin, K. Hubbard, R. Fusco,
N. Larkings, G. Stremes, D.F.M., R. Brice, P. Floyd.
Second Row {left to right).—C/Sgt. C. Webb, Sgts. B. Lyons, A. Nov, C/Sgts. G. Fagg, J. Seymour, E. Biown, Sgt.
M. Bednell, C/Sgt. E. Baxter, Sgts. M. Marsh, j. Smissen, G. Berrett, R. Diamond.
Front Row {left to right).—C.S.M. F. Excell, Capt. E. F. H. Watts, C.S.M. H. White, Capt. F. de R. Morgan, M.C.,
R.Q.M.S. W. Howe, Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, R.S.M. G. Faulkner, Major H. R. Grace, O.R.Q.M.S. H.
Russell, C.S.M.s R. Callaway, E. Maker, G. Ball.
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This then must conclude the "Squash News" as the
scheme is still in its infancy. Next month's sport and
company news should prove that Squash Racquets is
here to stay.

Sergeants' Mess
From the beginning of the month we have been
almost continually assured that the rainy season is
due, but all the sundry still retire on to the verandas
at night, expecting to be awakened at some unearthly
hour by the dust invading even the remotest spots of
one's bed. When this does happen a general retreat to
the bunks takes place, where sleep is impossible owing
to the heat. But what is lost on the swings is gained
on the roundabouts and daily "siesta" makes up for
all restless nights.
On the 16th the locals began their month of
"Ramadan" which is adhered to very strictly by true
Muslims. From the descriptions we have had we gather
that it is a period of fasting before celebrating their
Christmas. The fast lasts from dawn to sunset daily—
during the hours of darkness they may eat and drink.
This means that they get little sleep, which they use
throughout the month as an excuse to do very little
work, much to the annoyance of all employers.
We also voiced very strong opinions when the local
power company gave us a fortnight of blackouts;
this spoiled one of our few pleasures, a night at the
Blue Nile Cinema.
But being what we are, we took little notice of these
discomforts and continued to make our own entertain
ments with sports and the like.
Cricket has been well to the fore, and the month
started with an important match against the Officers.
From the very start they were all out to show us who
were the best team, and made 187 runs in a good first
innings. Of course we went in with a good fighting
spirit, only to be skittled out for less than half a century.
It was a match of good sportsmanship and good enter
tainment for the spectators. Our next match was with
the Corporals, although again we were defeated we
put up a much better show and had bad luck to lose by
only a small margin of runs.
A very interesting time was had by members who
spent a whole day cruising up the Nile on the Raid's
Launch. There were several stops where parties went
ashore to investigate. The longest stop was on Crocodile
Island where Tiffin was eaten. We never found out why
it was called Crocodile Island for if there was one thing
it lacked/it was crocodiles. The day out made a pleasant
change even if it was only in the colour of one's face.
Sunday fishing is still very popular although, owing
to the low water level of the Nile, results have been nil.
Ted Woodall is almost in tears, for he did so want to
catch just one more "whopper" before he left for the
U.K. Others could not care less and say that they
will be just as happy fishing for Kippers in the local
Fish Shop back home. As for "Chalky" Wright, his
main interest is not the fishing, but the tea made by a
very capable native in the Guest House.
The Corporals of the Battalion invited us to a
"Smoker" with light entertainment; help was given
in the latter by "Raymond Glen Diamond". A very
pleasant evening.
Monthly Mess Dinners have started again, and the
first one this month set a good standard to be kept up.
An excellent menu and good music played by the
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Regimental Band was enjoyed by all, including the two
guests, Captain (Q.M.) Watts and "Pop" Wright
(Honorary Member).
Fortunately we have no members in hospital now,
but there are still a few convalescing in the luxury of
Asmara. We wish them complete recovery.
A big welcome goes to our new Bandmaster, Mr.
T. L. Sharpe, who arrived in the latter part of the
month, but who has already made his presence known
with long hours and good music.
During the month a Mess photograph was taken and
a copy of it appears with this issue.
Congratulations go to Sgt. Press on his promotion.
And last but not least, best wishes to Sgts. Popham
and Killick who have left us for the U.K. Let's hope
it will not be too long before We are all homeward bound.
Corporals' Club
We have now served the best part of six months in
Khartoum, and it is not altogether surprising that the
sole topic of conversation, apart from the Korean
situation and the Test Matches at home, is the imminent
return to the United Kingdom of the Battalion and, to
go a stage further, who are returning home with the
Battalion.
Although the medical prescription for this place is
complete rest during the hours after midday, there
are a surprisingly large number of people to be seen
any and every afternoon indulging in one form of sport
or another, and as yet there have been very few, if
indeed any, cases of people being admitted to hospital
suffering from physical exhaustion. In fact, in this
writer's view, the only way to keep oneself fit in this
climate is to indulge in as much sport as possible.
The highlight of the month, so f?r as the Club is
concerned, was undoubtedly the Smoking Concert,
which was held towards the end of the month. The
Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel Parry, the Second
inCommand, Major Grace, and other Senior Officers,
together with the Sergeants' Mess in its entirety, were
invited, and a thoroughly enjoyable evening was had
by all, not least by the guests. The catering side could
not have been better and our sincerest thanks go tb
Cpl. Lauder who ran the Buffet, and to the Sergeants'
Mess for running the Bar. If there was any fault to
find, it was that the entertainments could have been
of a higher order, but to use a saying of our ancestors,
"experimentia docet", and praise for our M.C., Cpl.
Harding, must not be spared on this account. We were
honoured to have an unexpected guest in Captain
Critchley from G.H.Q., M.E.L.F., and he was soon
made to feel at home by some members of the Mess
who had met him whilst serving in Greece. It is to be
hoped that these Smoking Concerts will become a
regular feature in the life of the Club; I know that
everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves at this first
one.
In the Sporting sphere the highlight was the match
versus the Officers. This did not go according to plan,
as they say in operational circles, and was in point of
fact a damp squib from the Corporals' outlook at any
rate. The one redeeming feature of the match was
the inspired batting on the part of the Officers. With
few exceptions they ail rattled up scores going far into
double figures, figures which so far this season have
lamentably been the exception rather than the rule.
In handing out our bouquets, we must not forget the
steady and occasionally inspired wicketkeeping of
Cpl. Weatherall.
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Before we close we would like to offer our sincere
thanks to the Dance Band of the Regiment, and par
ticularly to the Club members participating, for a
thoroughly enjoyable concert given at the NAAFI
Club in Khartoum the other evening. It was the
universal opinion of those present that the. Band had
never performed more creditably, and a large share of
this praise must fall upon the shoulders of Bandmaster
Sharpe, newly arrived from Kneller Hall, whb has
imparted into the Band, even in this short time, a
feeling of zest and confidence that seemed to be a little
lacking in previous performances.
We would like to close by welcoming the many new
members into our midst and to bid farewell to the older
members of the Mess who are returning home, on the
completion of their "Python" tour, and to wish them
the best of everything for the future.

H.Q. Company
'

BATTALION H Q.

The sporting world has been organising leagues and
competitions in great numbers during this month but
I'm afraid we have not done very well as yet. In cricket
we were peremptorily dismissed in the first round. Of
our Basket Ball team we had great hopes but they were
not good enough. The Volley Ball team under the
inspired captaincy of Cpl. Edwards played a fine end
oftheseason game against the Signals but did not
achieve a very honourable final position in the table.
We view these mishaps with Olympian calm, however,
for we continue to master the brains of the Battalion !
The Orderly Room has needed all the wits at its com
mand to deal with the boat situation. It finally came to
a choiGe between saying nothing at all about shipping
to U.K. or issuing bulletins on B.O's. The former
being the more practicable, a deep and impressive
silence now reigns ovei the kits of the Battalion.
. The Intelligence Section has a new job now. "Geff"
Stepney has to draw a poster once a week (subject
provided) on the advisability of taking salt, and very
decorative and inspiring they are. All of us have that
wonderland feeling again but it is diiected towards
England this time. All the voyage boxes are checked
and repaired and we hope we shall soon be digging
Ourselves out of the Sudan. A little premature perhaps,
but it can't be too soon as we are looking forward to
seeing some of our old friends.
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

The event during June was the trip up the Blue
Nile on the Kaid's launch, organised by that Master of
Ceremonies, Cpl. Edwards. Pte. Hinton very nobly
stood in as Duty Clerk for Tony Willcox, who was most
anxious to get out and acquire that "brown" look.
Next day, all members of the staff were extremely
careful when sitting down, making sure that malicious
chairbacks did not attack the red and tender parts of
their bodies.
, The last four weeks has seen little change in the
Orderly Room, except that O'Regan has departed for
a course at Embatkalla, and in the meanwhile L/Cpl.
Morris has returned to the fold.
That Basket Ball enthusiast, John Hoskins, was
sadly disappointed at the result of the InterPlatoon
League, B.H.Q. finishing eighth having won only six
games.

Of the remaining member of the staff, "Ginger"
Wright, little can be said ; being a nonathlete he has
spent very neatly all his time in the Orderly Room.
O.R.Q.M.S. Russell and C/Sgt. Webb keep mostly to
their own den ; the O.R.Q. now and again giving forth
a bellow to ensure that the rest of us are still with him,
and the C/Sgt. steadily plodding on with shipping details,
while the whole Battalion hopefully awaits good results.
QUARTERMASTER'S STAFF

Since our last notes, the Quartermaster's staff has
increased by ten men, namely the Pioneer Platoon,
who now work under the Q.M.
Early this month we said goodbye to Pte. Williams
who left us for "Blighty" after completing his period
as a National Serviceman; he will certainly be missed
by the Sisters and Orderlies in the Station Hospital
and with him go all the best wishes of the staff. In his
place as Expendable Stores Clerk we welcome Pte.
Jones from "C" Company ; we hope his stay with us
will be both long and pleasant.
The R.Q.M.S. was heard to murmur "Thank Good
ness" the other day when Pte. Harris returned from
his C.L. and P.T. Course. We are all glad to see him
back, and he certainly seems to look much better for
his rest, although he tries to kid us that he didn't go
for a "skive". Soon we will be saying goodbye to him
and to Cpl. Adams, as they are both due to go on the
next boat to that far away place—England.
We have very little to report as regards sport. We
played our first game of cricket against No. 8 Platoon,
"C" Company, and unfortunately lost by 25 runs;
nevertheless we decided to get our revenge on someone,
and a challenge was thrown out to Battalion H.Q.,
whom we met a few days later. This time we came
out on top, the final score being, Battalion H.Q. 78 ;
Admin. 101. We are now eagerly waiting for the time
when we can get a pitch to meet the Corps of Drums.
L/Cpl. Wilson can now be seen limping around
Barracks, saying all sorts of things about a certain
person who suggested a road run early the other morning;
and Pte. Lawrence has suggested that the next P.T.
Period be spent in Boxing, so that he too can get his
revenge on that certain person.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

During the last month we have seen the launching
of a Salt Campaign within the Battalion. This is not
as it might first appear an embryo military operation
designed to take over the notorious mines in Siberia
from their present efficient management, nor is it in
any way in emulation of Mahatma Gandhi's caper by
the seaside in India before the war, but rather is it a
drive, medical in its origin, to encourage us all to eat
more salt with our meals. To bring this need for Salt
more vividly to mind, Pte. Stepney's posters are once
again in demand and his first few masterpieces have
already been "hung" to advantage—albeit rather
briefly—in the Dining Hall.
Bright ideas for these posters have not been lacking.
The Education Officer, with his skit on the Horlicks
type of advertisement, depicting the Failure who
achieves to success—and five stars—through taking
his daily salt tablets, and also the 2 i/c, in particular,
must both have spent sleepless nights before producing
their various doggerels, rhymes and limericks. We
like to imagine the 2 i/c in his office, surrounded by
cigarette ends and with a worried frown, trying out
slogans for pith and slickness on a resigned L/Cpl.
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Grogan, rather in the same way as Cary Grant, in a
recent film at the Blue Nile Cinema, who with a dead
line only a few hours ahead of him, stays up all night
with a weary secretary and finally produces the following
gem for his boss in the morning.
"If you ain't eaten WHAM
You ain't eaten ham !"
We have not yet had anything quite in this category,
but we are still hoping for something approaching it
to be pulled triumphantly out of the bag before very
long.
Apart from the diversions described above we are
now gradually proceeding with the sorting out of the
maps and the pamphlets, the files and the many other
and varied acquisitions of an "I" Section, which we
shall take home with us or which we shall hafid over to
the incoming Unit. In passing it is amusing to see that,
as so often happens, the public at home have been told
in the Press which Unit it is that will relieve us here
in Khartoum, while we are still supposed not to know.
However, we shall fool those Fantasians yet.

THE BAND

We open this month's notes with good news. Mr.
T. L. Sharpe, the new (Bandmaster, has at last arrived
here from the Royal Military School of Music (Kneller
Hall). All here agree that we could not have wished
for a better bandmaster, and I am sure all readers will
join us in wishing him the very best of luck and hope
that his stay will be a long and pleasant one.
We are proud to say that the Band is getting back
once again into the picture regarding sport. The Water
Polo team have just won the League after a very hard
fight. Well done, Cpl. Larkins, Bdsmn. Gornall, Watts,
Yuill, Fuller and Ormiston. The Basket Ball team are
doing equally wellas yet we have not lost a game
but there are still three games to play. We hope very
much to have the Harris Shield in our possession this
year for the first time.
That is all the news for this month and so we conclude
by wishing all readers the very best of luck.

THE DRUMS

Here we are once again with a few more notes to let
you know how we are getting on. The first item is to
offer our congratulations to L/Cpls, Mitchell and
Olerenshaw on their promotion. Dmr. Spiers has just
come out of hospital after getting rid of an ugly carbuncle
on the back of his neck. We don't know how he does
it but he has another spell of sick leave. We have put
it down to the fact that he has big blue eyes.
The DrumMajor and Pte. Odgen are enjoying them
selves at Asmara and Pte. Griffiths joined them last
week on privilege leave.
We haven't had any more big parades lately, so we
are still resting on the Laurels we gained on the
Albuhera Day Retreat. The Drums are still bashing
away on Guard Mounting every other morning and
recently we have played a couple of new marches
which has made a break from Officer of the Day and
Copenhagen. We haven't been seen by the new Band
master as yet, but hope it won't be long now and that
we retain our usual standard.

SIGNAL PLATOON

All the new members are, of course, still on their
Signal Course, and are doing extremely well even if
they don't think so themselves at times. They will b6
classified in.early July and the contractor should do a
good line in Flag business ! !
This month saw the departure of the cream of the
Battalion, in the persons of Alan Morris and Bill Dorey.
We are sorry to see them go but revel in the thought
that some of us might soon be following in that direction
too.
No doubt they will have completely reorganised
"the Terriers" by the time our other conscripts return
home ! All the best, Bill and Alan, in all your civvie
street skiffles. Quite recently Johnnie Walker left on
28 days' compassionate leave in the U.K. We hope to
have him back some time in August. Another departure
was Patrick Touhy; he left for Fayid for an eye test
but it turns out that his eyes are fine and he'll be back
soon. Shame, because he had been so looking forward
to a cooler climate !
In sports we have done very well, Volley Ball being
our "piece de resistence"—Top of the league ! In the
cricket line we aren't doing too badly—so far ! In the
semifinals of the InterPlatoon knockout we knocked
'em and now we are in the finals. Hope the other
platoons don't peruse these notes too thoroughly!
There was a good game held with the Royal Signals
and we beat them in the first innings; the rest we
don't talk about. Sgt. "Isca" Wright plays like two
men. The absence of boats probably accounts for this.
We almost have a motor cycle fleet these days headed
by "Pronto"—call for "special" and then fight for the
honour ! There is a new King of the Signal Office,
L/Cpl. Bushell, assisted and amused by our chief courier,
Roy Morley ! Ron Bushell took over from Bill Joyce.
Bill is a ghost member of the Signal Platoon now,,
spending much time in the clutches of Mr. Squire and
his W/T Cadre. Rifles are absolutely no mystery to
bim any more. Why ! the other day he even told us
what the foresight protectors were for—previously
we'd been a trifle mixed up over that point. Peter
Stewart is still attached to Royal Signals and mends
our set. His slogan, "Mend a set a day and keep Pronto
away." L/Cpl. Brown has been lent out to the
Intelligence Section—suppose they just discovered
that the real intelligentsia is to be found . . . you know
where !
The whole Platoon had a day out on the Raid's launch,
an hilarious time being had by all. By a stroke of luck
we'd only recently seen a Tarzan film so we knew exactly
how to deal with any odd croc, that got in our way.
Too bad we mistook Sgt. Floyd for a river pet—but he
survived to tell the tale.
Another day out was on a wireless scheme, consisting
of three Armoured Cars and three Jeeps ; we found
that with a 19 set we still retained our old magic touch.
To all our Signallers, whatever they are up to, good
luck and cheerio for now.
M.T. PLATOON
At last Ptes. Hunt and Gould have returned to us.
We thought they were lost, but no ! they return covered
in glory, having attained first and second places in their
Course respectively.
Ptes. Childs, Stokes and Horton have now left us for
Gebeit. Obviously they could not stand the pace !
Sgt. Partridge has left the M.T. for "B" Company at
Gebeit; the rumours that he flew there are completely
unfounded.
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L/Cpl. Gaudin, still rather dizzy from his ascent to
M.T. Clerk, is even more shaken by his appointment to
LanceCorporal; he has our heartiest congratulations
(and sympathy). The learners' Course is a great success
with L/Cpl. Smith at the helm ; he has already given
the M.TTsux new drivers.
2/Lieut. Griffin still heads the M.T. Platoon and
(if we might say so) in fine style. The M.T. are to be
congratulated on a successful report from the R.E.M.E.
inspection last month. Keep up the good work for the
Commanding Officer's inspection this month.
Sgt. Marsh has returned, greatly refreshed, from his
leave in Asmara, and Sgt. Press and Pte. Turner have
left us for a similar rejuvenating holiday.
The Armoured Car drivers are having a fine time with
the Signallers on wireless schemes. I imagine there are
some fine old letters going home now, subject—desert
patrols and "Pinky Growlers". Don't ask me—I still
know nothing about them, and they are of course a
closed subject with L/Cpl. Stroud.
"A" Company
We have been sorry to lose during the past month
2/Lieut. Whalley, Sgts. Popham and Killick, Cpl.
Cardell, Ptes. Ward and Wooley. The Company seems
to be rapidly decreasing in numbers; however, we
offer our best wishes to those who have left us for the
busy life of "Civvy Street". L/Cpls. Asterley, Gibson
and Scamp have our congratulations on their promotion,
and we have been glad to see the success of those of
the Company who completed the first Battalion W.T.
Course.
It would seem that Pte. Lennon has been reading too
many Health and Strength magazines, for his physique
is now noteworthy, and we hear that he runs weight
lifting classes in the batmen's quarters. Pte. Morrison
is one of his chief admirers, and before long he will be
saying to the rest of the Company, "You too. can have
a body like mine."
Already almost everyone in the Company has fired
PIAT practiceshot, and the live bombs come next
month. Many of the younger people had never fired it
before, and you know how those rumours arise of the
weapon having a kick like a mule, and how you are
warned by the knowalls, "Look out for your shoulder."
However, when the time came all was well and the
firstaid box was unnecessary. On the first occasion a
packet of Players was promised for every hit on the
target—but, luckily for those who made the promise,
no hits were scored. However, on the second and third
shoots, each firer put two piastres in the kitty, and
L/Cpl. Brown won the first time, and Ptes. Hart and
Clarke tied in the second.
We are scheduled to go to Gebeit at the end of July,
and we are indeed looking forward to it; we shall be
able to get down to some shooting, and will be rid of
the unpleasant, though necessary, Battalion fatigues.
At the moment life here tends to be a little monotonous,
and a change will be welcome. We hear that it is cooler
there, too, and don't for one moment think that we will
object!
We have all been pretty active one way and another
this last month. In the Battalion there have been
interplatoon matches of basket ball, volley ball and
cricket; there has been a water polo league and the
InterCompany Harris Shield Basket Ball Competition.
No. 3 Platoon did very well in the basket ball, winning
the league after a hard match with the Signals. No. 1
Platoon started badly by losing their first three mutches,

but after that they won every one, and eventually
finished fourth. The Harris Shield Competition is
finished except for the games with "B" Company, and
to date we are second to "Q" Company. Sgt. Popham's
departure is a great loss to our side, for he was a valuable
goal scorer; however, Cpl. Flannigan, ably assisted
by 2/Lieut. Mullins, Cpl. Jones, L/Cpl. Morris and Pte.
Lubbi are doing their best against all comers.
The water polo team has done fairly well; unfortun
ately we have had Pte. Pellant out of action for most
of the league, but we hear that he will be available for
the Harris Shield matches. 2/Lieut. Whalley's departure
was a great loss, but his position as goalkeeper has
been well filled by Pte. Byfield who has recently joined
us from H.Q. Company. As in the basket ball, our chief
enemy has been "Q" team, but Cpl. Flannigan feels
confident for the Harris Shield Competition.
In cricket, No. 1 Platoon against the mortars proved
an amusing event, mainly due to the contrast of 2/Lieut.
MonckMason's very erratic bowling and L/Cpl.
Asterley's good efforts. The Platoon lost the match,
but it was good fun. The opposing batsmen were never
quite sure what was happening to the ball, and Cpl.
Harding, the wicketkeeper, found the fact rather
disconcerting ! The Company Commander played for
No. 2 Platoon, but even so they went down to the
Signals, who are one of the finalists. No. 3 Platoon
had a similar fate in their second game against No. 8
Platoon, having beaten No. 9 Platoon in the first round.
L/Cpl. Morris has been playing well for Buffs "A",
and the Officers found his bowling quite formidable in
the Officers v Corporals game. 2/Lieut. Mullins, playing
for Buffs "B" and the Officers' team, will be an im
portant member of the Company team. When playing
against the Sergeants he hit two very good sixes.
Meanwhile we all wonder what will become of us when
the Battalion leaves Khartoum—when we have time
for reflection, between cleaning up after one huboob
and waiting for the next.
"B" Company
Out District Engineer (P.W.D.) drives up to Gebeit
from Port Sudan once a week in order to be able to
write his letters in the cool, so we cannot really grumble
about the weather or the monthly imposition of writing
Dragon notes. This is the month of the year when the
Ful Sudani goes "round the bend", and it is hardly
surprising. It has really been pretty hot up here and
we have had a considerable number of dust storms;
the locals have been promising rain for the last two
months, but we are beginning to think that the old
Egyptian proverb of "tomorrowandtheapricots" has
sung too deeply into their souls. Actually we are very
grateful that we have not spent the month in Khartoum.
We were glad to meet Major Jackson of the R.W.K.
who has come to us to take over command. He has
been serving as A.Q.M.G. in B.T.E. and we wish him
the happiest of stays in the Company.
Training and the annual range classification course
have been going ahead apace and our shooting has
been improving every day. We have now nearly finished
all our weapons and are beginning to relearn about
Monkey Runs, Kitten crawls, etc.—the latter being
extremely painful on this stony ground.
The C.O. paid us a too brief visit last week and was
persuaded to play cricket on our desert pitch. He also
visited our transit camp at Port Sudan with the Com
pany Commander, going there by jeep. The trip down
was not altogether a success, as one of the tyres and the
C.O.'s red knees bore witness.
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We have finished the Red Sea Hills Football League
and were beaten in the last game (our first defeat) by
Gebeit Village who won the Cup. It was not a game
in which we distinguished ourselves, unfortunately;
some of the Sudanese teams play very good football,
bare feet and all.
On the 15th the Officers' Mess gave a farewell party
to Mr. and Mrs. Denholm, who have been most kind to
everyone, and for a fortnight there has been no British
community at Gebeit.
We are due to leave Gebeit on about 23rd July and
our advance party leaves on the 15th. It is extra
ordinary how quickly the time passes up here, but the
majority think that three months is long enough to be
away from the bright lights of the capital. The next
month's notes, "Imsh'allah", will be written from
Khartoum.
"C" Company
Most of our news this month is to do with sport and
in this line this month the Company has met with mixed
fortunes. In both the Harris Shield Basket Ball and
the Water Polo fixtures, we have won games un
expectedly and lost when we might have won. Both
teams have shown great improvement and have played
with real determination.
Sgt. Lyons has been included in Buffs "A" Cricket
team in the local league; his hard straight hitting
and catching have been a great asset. Nos. 7 and 8
Platoons reached the semifinals of the InterPlatoon
Cricket Competition, but lost to two good sides, M.M.G.
Platoon and Signals Platoon respectively. We hope
to field a useful side for the Harris Shield Competition.
2/Lieut. J. R. Gillum has gone over the road to H.Q.
Company, having taken on the fulltime job of
Education Officer, but we still hope that he regards
us with a kindly eye. Needless to say, 2/Lieuts. Minto
and West in particular, and the rest of the Company in
general, feel his loss keenly.
There has been tremendous activity regarding Flag
poles recently. The Provost Sergeant ° was seen a
fortnight ago supervising the uprooting of a handsome
flag pole which refused to be separated from its huge
concrete foundation. Nothing daunted, the company
took flag pole complete and succeeded in interring the
concrete base outside the Company H.Q. H.Q. Company,
however, feeling that their prestige was slipping, made
haste to readjust the status quo, and, to our intense
astonishment a monstrous contraption closely resembling
a V.2 was erected, supported by thick hawsers. We
were a trifle put out by this display but our discom
forture was short lived for the flag pole had to be
dismantled by a fatigue party, for it was neither painted
nor equipped with the wherewithal to fly a flag. We are
glad to note that it has now been shortened so as to be
no taller than our flag pole and so as to look less like
a V.2 but rather more like a factory chimney.
One Sunday No. 7 Platoon, to the undisguised envy
of the other Platoons, went off on a jaunt up the Blue
Nile in the Kaid's Launch which is so very kindly put
at our disposal. Immense quantities of iced orangeade
and light refreshment were taken; none returned.
A vintage gramophone, a mouth organ and the inevitable
vocal cords rendered the day hideous for the unfortunate
riverside dwellers.
A landing was made on a sandy island and an excellent
brew of tea prepared by Cpls. Jackson and Warrey,
helped by L/Cpl. Croucher and others and supervised
by Sgt. Knight. The Platoon Commander, ably assisted
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by Pte. Hyde succeeded in capturing a young donkey
(2/Lieut. West claimed all honours and mentioned that
he used to do a half mile). The Donkey obstinately
refused to be seduced into boarding the launch, to the
relief of the crew, or Clementine would have been with
us now. The Nile was muddy and the current swift
yet there was no lack of swimmers and it was refreshing
if uninviting. It is hoped that other trips of this nature
can be arranged for the other Platoons.
This closes the story of another month in Khartoum ;
it has passed quickly and quite pleasantly for most,
although approaching demob, or completion of Python
seem to have a dampening effect on everything we do.

"SP" Company
Groups 4902 and 4903 were responsible for two
departures from our small and depleted strength,
namely Ptes. Hemsley and Kilbey. We wish them
both success on their adventurous return to Civilian
life, and hope they will not be called back to fulltime
Service, which no doubt is in their minds at the moment.
The former our exClerk and exDragon note writer,
is sadly missed in both capacities. His place as Company
Clerk has been taken by Pte. Bridle, who is fast becoming
a twofingered operator on the "Royal" ; his only
complaint is that the machine is not equipped with a
Master Mind capable of rectifying spelling mistakes.
In the field of sport Cpl. Smewin, our permanently
crocked Orderly Sergeant, has assisted the M.M.G.
Platoon to reach the finals of the Battalion Inter
Platoon Cricket, and will no doubt be giving his best
when the finals are played, both as a bowler and batsman.
We congratulate the M.M.G. Platoon on their achieve
ment and hope to see them the winners.
We also offer our congratulations to the Mortar
Platoon on winning the InterPlatoon Shield for the
neatest and tidiest room for the last two weeks. We
sympathize with the A/Tank Platoon on losing by a
short head—commonly referred to by their enthusiastic
Platoon Commander as a water bottle cork.
May we quote, as having heard the Mortar Platoon
Commander (Sgt. Noy) say, that since he was in the
Army when water bottle corks were a free issue and laces
Id. a pair, he was not likely to be caught out on such
small issues as those.
M.M.G. PLATOON
We are now getting rapidly organised into some
resemblance of a Platoon and are very nearly ready to
start the destruction of the field firing area. Shortage
of stores still persists, but most of these minor difficulties
have been overcome by the improvisation of our N.C.Os.
Section notes follow. I add my congratulations to
the Cricket team whose keenness has got us to the
finals. We meet our old enemies the Signal Platoon in
the finals, and will try to avenge our defeat at their
hands in the Volley Ball final.
No. 1 SECTION.—During the last month we have
advanced greatly in our Vickers Training. A few
changes have been made. We have two Sections now;
L/Cpl. Smith, Ptes. Packham and Buckland have joined
our Section under the guidance of Sgt. Horswell, who,
incidentally, still has his arm in plaster. His lefthanded
salute, however, is the best in the Battalion.
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When finally we get onto the field firing range our
instructors will see that we have learnt something
even if at times it doesn't appear so.
No. 2 SECTION.—The last month has shown great
improvement in our Section, and we have with us now
L/Cpl. Fuller, Ptes. Pedder and Shaw ; Cpl. Morrish
and Cpl. Adams fully agree that we are the best of the
two Sections. Dial Sights, Mechanism, Stoppages, and
similar complicated things are finally penetrating to our
brains, where they are stored and used with efficiency
when required. The future range work is being longed
for by us of No. 2 Section. Signing off, "Ease, Pull, Tap".
TIME EX.—Our Platoon Storeman, Pte. Smith 53, is
at last on his way to the U.K. He has been patiently
waiting for his boat since early may, so we hope he
won't be disappointed this time. He has been responsible
for a lot of the improvisation of stores and will be greatly
missed, as will his daily delivery of Lemon Squash to
the Platoon Commander. The best of luck to him in
England.
Hello, Sports fans. Roll on 5th July and the Cricket
Shield. Yes, this is the M.M.G. Cricket Club calling,
full of anticipation and confidence. So far we have
played five matches and won them all.

This is only due to the terrific bowling of Ptes. Pedder
and Green and change bowlers Cpl. Smewin and Pte.
Riley. We must not, of course, forget the magnificent
fielding of the whole team. The batting on the whole
has been average.
The sportsmanship of all the teams in the league
has been "the tops", although the pitches have not
quite been up to standard.
Cheerio for now. Your Commentator from behind
the stumps, L/Cpl. Smith.

MORTAR PLATOON

We are once again an almost complete Platoon after
absences in hospital and courses. Even now Ptes.
Pihwell and Gwilliams are still in hospital, while Cpl.
Ellis is attending a Unit W/T. Cadre and L/Cpl.
McGonigal is on the popular Course at Embatkalla
where several of our men have enjoyed a pleasant
break from routine.
On the next Boat we say goodbye to L/Cpl. Watts
(at last) and Pte. Weale ; soon we shall lose Ptes. Cock,
Richards, Mitchell.
We sincerely hope that Cpl. Proud has settled down
comfortably at home and we send him our regards.
L/Cpl. Kay will now be at Hythe, training hard on
his Mortar Course, and we wish him every success.
In spite of a great shortage of men due to reasons
mentioned above we came through the first round of
the InterPlatoon Knockout Cricket Competition with
a five wicket win, but were outplayed by the Signals
who meet the M.M.G. Platoon in the finals.
Although we miss the green hills of Hong Kong we
still forge ahead with our training with what men and
equipment we have. I almost forgot to mention the
most important point which has happened in the
Company. The Company Cowmander has started a
system of awarding a Shield to the Platoon with the
cleanest and tidiest room weekly, and we are proud to
relate that we have the honour to be the recipients of
this Shield for the first two weeks.
Keep it up the Mortars.

ANTITANK PLATOON

The past month has found us fully engaged in Training
both in and out of the Lecture Room and too often
can be heard the familiar cry "Target". On one occasion
even the Company Commander's car provided an
excellent training aid ; luckily, only drill rounds were
loaded !
Sgt. Richard's patience has been well rewarded in
the results of the practical Examination, bouquets
going to Sgt. Brice and L/Cpl. Waters. All are now
looking forward to the commencement of our next
Cadre when we shall no longer be the instructed.
Already Release has taken its toll and this month
means goodbye to the Archer twins, both being a sad
loss in the field of sports ; "Ginger" was a dependable
back at both Water Polo and Basket Ball, whilst "91"
could always be relied upon during anxious moments
at Water Polo.
A new arrival is our long awaited Gun Fitter, Cfn.
Hntchins, whom we hope will not find our "Charges"
too faulty.

Beneath Bell Harry
T H E Regimental
* Cricket Week over
shadows all other news
during the month. An
account of the play
appears elsewhere in
this, issue. After the
Band
of
Brothers
match,
a
cocktail
party was held on the
lawn of the Officers'
Mess, anxieties about
indoor accommodation
being dispelled by the
welcome appearance of
the sun, rather late in
the afternoon. Well over a hundred assembled,
honorary members of the Mess and guests,
prominent among the latter being Mr. Jennings,
the Mayor of Canterbury, and Mr. Findlay,
"Chief" of the Band of Brothers. A strong pace
was set from the start and maintained until
darkness earned Sgt. Laker and his gallant
staff welldeserved respite. Those who went
inside the Mess were much impressed with Mr.
Haynes' arrangement of flowers.
The first batch of National Service men have
passed through on their way to join their
Territorial units. True to Army tradition, the
time chosen for their arrival from Liverpool
was halfpast four on a Monday morning, a time
at which one does not take kindly to the
announcement at the station that the train is
over an hour late in running. We had the
party here (thirtytwo of them) for ten days,
during the course of which we sent them for a
long weekend. Three officers came with them
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from the 1st Battalion—Lieuts. Wright, Baker
and Whalley—but these we despatched to their,
own Regimental Depots.
Sergeants' Mess
Regimental Cricket Week has now passed and we
were extremely lucky with the weather, as the day
before the first match it was dark and gloomy with
considerable rain. However, the natural watering of
the cricket table proved a boon, and for the remainder
of the week we had very pleasant sunny weather. The
last match of the week against the Band of Brothers
wound up a pleasant week of cricket, and was supported
by a fair number of spectators. The W.Os. and Sergeants
decorated a Marquee and invited the Depot Staff families
into the enclosure for tea. The Regimental Band of the
Royal Fusiliers were in attendance dressed in their
traditional scarlet jackets and bearskins. This added
touch of colour on a sunny afternoon completed the
pleasant layout for spectators. We will not waste space
reporting the results of the matches as these will be
reported elsewhere in The Dragon.
Social life in the Mess proceeds much the same as
usual, and we have little to report except that the
Sunday evening social, and fortnightly whist drives,
are still very popular and well attended.
In the background plans and preparations are now
in progress for the next two big events. First the W.O.'s
and Sergeants' Ball to be held in the Depot Gym., on
Saturday, 15th July, and secondly that large gathering
of Buffs both past and present which takes place on
the second Sunday in August, for the Remembrance
Service in Canterbury Cathedral.
It is hoped that the W.O.'s and Sergeants' Ball will
bring together many Officers, W.Os. and Sergeants
both serving and retired, and also we expect many
guests from other Units in the Group. A report on this
Ball will be given in our next letter.
Arrivals and departures are slowing up now, and we
welcome home Sgts. Mahon and Tucker. Sgt. Tucker
has just left us for duties at the Field Firing Range in
Norfolk and we wish him every success in his new
posting. Sgt. Mahon is still with us awaiting a
posting order, and most evenings can be found with
Sgt. Shaw on the snooker table. (Incidentally, "Lofty"
is still the perfect "Mine Host".)
We extend our very best wishes to D/Major Pattenden,
Sgts. Tye and Popham, who have now left to try their
luck in civilian life. To those who settle close enough
we extend a hearty welcome any time they pass this
way.
An Unexpected Award—continued from p. 124

He was captured near Abbeville, France, in
May, 1940, went to a prisonerofwar camp in
Germany, and finally got back to England
on May 13th, 1945.
He rejoined the 5th Queen's on the reform
ation of the Territorial Army in May, 1947.
Mr. Moxon came to the town in 1934, and is
also connected with the local British Legion
and Working Men's Club. He is a Fellow of
the Incorporated Society of Auctioneers, and
chief clerk of Sadler & Baker's.
The Camberley News
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were all pleased to
™ welcome back our Ad
jutant on Monday, 12th
June,  1950, after his two
months' spell in hospital.
Since his return, he has
found life rather difficult.
Coordinating for Regi
mental Cricket Week, in
full swing, has kept him
very busy. He is now
trying hard to get himself
back in the picture once
more and to prepare for
Annual Camp.
On Thursday, 22nd June, 1950, we were very
pleased to welcome our first National Service
men. The Colonel of the Regiment visited us
on this day and watched the proceedings.
We were very pleased to see him with us once
again.
We were also visited by the local press, who
together with flashlight
photographers did
their best to "shoot" us all during the pro
ceedings. We shall have more to report on this
subject in our next edition.
At long last we now have a Quartermaster
of our own. Major Williams, having finished
his seemingly neverending roll of leave, has now
taken over from Major Ricketts and is gradually
learning the mysteries of the Territorial Army.
We all thank Major Ricketts very much indeed
for the hard work he has done for us whilst he
has been carrying out the dual role of both
the Depot and our Quartermaster.

H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
On 4th June the Company went in full force on to the
Ranges at Lydden Spout to fire the Instructional Rifle
Course. There were only three absentees and they were
unavoidable. The shooting on the whole was fairly good
considering that we don't have many opportunities to
fire .303. Lieut. H. D. Lees topped the list with a score
of 91 and Cpl. Williams came a close second with a
score of 90.
The following week we received a challenge from
Depot The Buffs to a game of cricket to be played on
Saturday, 10th June. Unfortunately our numbers do
not permit a team from the Company and so an S.O.S.
was sent to the other Companies for players and we
are very grateful for their assistance. The time again
was against us and we had to eventually obtain assist
ance from the Depot.
The Depot won the toss and put us in to bat. The
scores were as follows :—
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4th Battalion, The Buffs (T.A.)
Major F. G. Neville, M.C., b Willis
Sgt. Bell, b Willis
Sgt. Gullis, run out
.
Sgt. Hellis, not out
Fte. Clarke, not out...
Extras
Total (3 wickets declared)

47
30
. 30
6
51
... 14
178

Sgt. Lott, L/Cpl. Cope, Ptes. Brown, Fedder,
Rowe, Poulton and Potter did not bat.
Bowling.—Pte. Willis 2 for 23.
Depot The Buffs
Pte. Brennan, b Brown
1
Pte. Loud, lbw, b Brown.
1
Pte. Littlewood, c Potter, b Brown
0
Pte. Bardill, c Cope, b Gullis
6
Pte. Marris, b Brown
1
Pte. Willis, b Gullis.
0
Capt. Blaxland, b Bell
14
Cpl. Sprack, not out
37
Pte. Raine, b Clarke
5
Sgt. Jeffrey, b Clarke
3
Pte. Cotton, b Fedder....
2
Pte. Rodmell, c Fedder, b Clarke
0
Extras
6
Total

76

Bowling.—Sgt. Gullis 2 for 13 ; Pte. Brown 4 for 18 ;
Sgt. Bell 1 for 24 ; Pte. Clarke 3 for 9 ; Pte. Fedder
1 for 5.
The game was enjoyed by all and we must record our
thanks to those members who travelled from afar to
help us win the game and to the Depot for the excellent
tea that was provided.
On 22nd June the canteen was used for the entertain
ment of the first of the National Servicemen to be posted
to this Battalion. The Canterbury contingent, who
are posted to Headquarters Company, were Pte. Fox
(whose father was a member of the Regiment for 22 years)
and Pte. Prior of the Army Catering Corps. Pte. Prior
is a native of Glasgow and is settling down in Kent.
We welcome them both and after they have completed
their well earned leave hope to see quite a lot of them.
Our congratulations to Cpl. Beck on his promotion
and hope that ere long we shall be seeing him as a
member of the Sergeants' Mess.
On 29th June we had the honour of entertaining
members of Messrs. Rootes, Ltd., Sports Club to a
Social Evening. We all had a most enjoyable time and,
with the able assistance of the R.S.M., our visitors
proved victors on the Miniature Range, much to our
amazement. Admitted we were handicapped in as
much as we fired on the reverse of the target and the
snap targets were smaller, but we must admit that our
visitors certainly proved that they could shoot, especially
some of the veterans of the 191418 War. As far as
being successful with possible recruits, time alone will
tell. We did have one extremely interesting prospect
but found that he was under age and so we shall have
to wait patiently for a while.

"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
With the summer months and longer working hours
in the seasonal trades our attendances during the last
month have been, 1QW? Despite this we have managed

to accomplish a considerable amount of work including
the firing of the rifle instructional course by fifty per
cent, of the Company. The firing took place at Hythe
and the weather took pity on us. When we left Thanet
it was very bad, but fortunately held off all the time
we were firing and rained only during the lunch break.
A "lucky break" for us. "D" Company fired with us
and we were able to finish much quicker than expected
by a quick change over between Companies in the Butts/
C/Sgt. Abbott of "D" Company must have found the
peak of his form for he obtained the really excellent
score of 113 out of a possible 125.
M.M.G. training has been shelved for the last month
and concentration has been made on the passing of
elementary tests of training in all weapons preparatory
to camp.
We regret that Cpl. Adams of the Sandwich Detach
ment has moved to London and has reluctantly
submitted his resignation. A really staunch Buff of
several years' standing, he will be missed even if only
for his really first class stories in the canteen.
We offer a sincere welcome to Ptes. Sayer and Harnett,
who are recent recruits to Ramsgate.
Sayer is an exSergeant of the Regular Army and will
prove most useful. Harnett is a prewar Territorial
member of "A" Company and so should soon settle
down with the postwar "A" Company.
Congratulations are extended to Cpl. Crowdy on
passing his War Office Selection Board; we hope that
he obtains the same result when he proceeds to O.C.T.U.
During the next three weeks we shall miss the services
of Sgt. Gabriel, who is proceeding to Germany to observe
the training of the National Servicemen. Many of us
are envious of his trip.
Sgt. "Killer" Gullis has played some cricket for the
Battalion but has kept very quiet about his results.
It is presumed that his "Demon" deliveries are not
quite so fast this year or possibly they may be a little
wide of the wicket.
Captain Balding recently went on a course on Support
Company weapons and is awaiting the results.
We take this opportunity of extending a hearty
welcome to the National Servicemen who will be
joining us next month, and hope that after they have
seen us at work they will change their commitments
to that of a volunteer.
"B" Company (Whitstable and Heme Bay)
We welcome four new members to our Company,
namely, Ptes. Dadd, Dale, Foad and Barton, and hope
that their service with us will be long and pleasant.
The Company held a dance at the beginning of the
month and although it was not as well attended as it
might have been, a good time was had by all.
Our Miniature Range Team have had red faces since
a team from the Heme Bay exService Men's Club
defeated them by the narrow margin of one point.
We welcome our Company Commander back from
his honeymoon and trust that he will be granted a
permanent pass for Drill Nights.

"D" Company (Folkestone)
We have had a rather quiet time at Folkestone, and
except for a day at Hythe, and the loss of two valuable
members of the Company, have little else to report.
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On Sunday, 25th June, the Company fired their Rifle
Instructional Course, and as the following results show,
it goes to prove that the "Old 'uns" still have a good
eye, namely C/Sgt. Abbott.
C/Sgt. J. Abbott, 113 ; Sgt. Gilbert, 96; Pte.
Chidwick, 96; L/Cpl. Peirce, 70; Pte. Vidler, 65 ;
Pte. Kennedy, 60 ; Pte. Burns, 60. Highest Possible
Score, 125.
Captain Hannah has made a welcome reappearance
and to all intents and purposes is just bursting with
energy and the will to work.
It is with regret that we say goodbye to two staunch
members of the Company, L/Cpl. King, whose native
Southern Ireland has claimed him, and Pte. Powell,
who is joining the Regular Army. We wish them both
the very best of luck in the future.

*'S" Company (Ashford and Cranbrook)
; At last we can start our antitank gun training once
more as the guns have now been returned from Work
shops. They were welcomed back like long lost brothers
and already lavish care and attention is being given
so that they can be ready for Annual Camp.
On Sunday, 4th June, we joined Headquarter Company
at Lydden Spout Ranges to fire the Annual Course
(Instructional) of the Rifle. It was a glorious day and
a good time was had by all. One thing we discovered
is that our drivers can be adapted to any duties. Pte.
Beeching, who is H.Q. Company driver and is a Regular
Service soldier, made a very nice cup of tea. The results
were very satisfactory and the first three were L/Cpl.
K. Jones with 96, Sgt. Miller with 94 and Pte. P. Fedder
with 94. The Highest Possible Score was 125.
Our carriers had a trip to Margate during the month
for a Carnival procession. We understand that they
were a credit to the Company and thanks are due to
C.S.M. Esler and his drivers for the hard work they put
in.
Next month we see the first of our National Service
men and the first one of all is Pte. Cox, late of the Royal
Horse Artillery, who will be attending at Cranbrook.
We can assure all of the intakes a warm and hearty
welcome to Support Company and that every effort
will be made to make their stay a pleasant and useful
one.

Remembrance Sunday, August 13th
Arrangements have been made for refresh
ments to be available for Branches on arrival
at Canterbury, when guides will give the neces
sary information as to where such refreshments
can be obtained.

Past and Present Association
Life Members
JUNE 1ST—30TH, 1950

Sittingbourne Branch.—Croucher, E. (from A.M.).
Annual Members
JUNE 1ST—30TH, 1950

London Branch.—Boxall, W.J. J., Temple, A.
Sittingbourne Branch.—Ives, H., Croucher,
Croucher, A., Lewis, A.
Ramsgate Branch.—Taylor, S. G.
Canterbury Branch.—Kay, C. E.

R.,

Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund during the month
of June, 1950, are :—
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund...

i

S. d.

... /I

0 0

... 16 0 0
... 58 7 3

Past and Present Association
_

DONATIONS

Major J . T. R. Prestige

War Memorial Fund, The Buffs, 193945
£ s.
Folkestone Branch, Ladies'Guild (Carpet)... 16 15
Ashford Branch, Ladies' Guild (Carpet) ... 10 10
Sittingbourne Branch, Ladies' Guild (Carpet) 10 0

d.
0
0
0

£37 15 0
Total to date

...

...

£3,228 17. 1

National Thanksgiving Fund

A

T the 149th Meeting of the Executive Committee,
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, it was
resolved that as far as the Association is concerned it is
not recommended that Branches should be asked to
make contributions but that the attention of individual
members should be drawn to the Fund through The
Dragon.

National Service Intakes, 22nd June, 1950
Number Rank
Name
22095559 Pte. Prior, A.
22094151 Pte. Fox, R.
22094167 Pte. Lake, P.
22093283 Pte. Harland K.
22092895 Pte. Cox, R.

Last Unit
Army Catering Corps
Queen's Royal Regiment
Queen's Royal Regiment
Royal Army Service Corps
Royal Horse Artillery

Home Address
15 Rosemary Lane, Canterbury
3 Albuhera Square, Canterbury
22 Western Avenue, Herne Bay
West View, Station Road, Folkestone
Broadlake Cottage, Frittenden

Company posted
H.Q., Canterbury
H.Q,, Canterbury
"B", Heme Bay
"D", Folkestone
"S', Cranbrook
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InterBranch Darts Competition
QN June 24th the final match of the competition
^took place in the Gymnasium at the Depots The two
branches, Weald and Sittingbourne, each brought a
coach load of supporters. The match was a close one,
the Weald winning by two legs to one, ably assisted by
Mr. H. George, who each time obtained the required
double.
Major B. H. Craig kindly presented the Cups to the
winners and runnersup and in a short speech said how
much it gave him pleasure to assist the Association in
its social activities.
The thanks of the Association are due to those who
made the excellent arrangements for a very pleasant
evening.
The teams were as follows 
WEALD BRANCH.—E. Blunt (Captain), Goudhurst;
H. Bird, Hawkhurst; S. Hickmott, Cranbrook ; R.
Brinlow, Sissinghurst; H. George, Tenterden; R,
Richards, Tenterden.
SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH.—W. P. Whiskin (Captain) ;
P. Whiskin; L. Coward; J. Homden; R. Croucher;
E. Croucher.

London Branch
The Branch Annual Cenotaph Parade was
held at 5.40 p.m. on Saturday, 17th June.
The parade was fairly well attended ; eighty
one members, several Ramsgate members and
forty ladies of the Guild mustered. Mrs. D. E.
Spinner commanded the ladies' detachment.
The ranks were inspected by Major A. J.
Peareth and the column was marched off by
Captain G. J. Emery under the direction of the
Chairman (Mr. E. W. Tong). Major H. Milton
placed the wreath at the foot of the national
memorial followed by a member of the Rams
gate Branch, who laid a wreath for his party
and by Mrs. G. Coley with a floral token for the
Ladies' Guild.
The party then moved off to King Charles
Street, where it was dismissed, and members
and friends made their way to the Prince Alfred,
Tufton Street, where they found a splendid show
of sausage rolls, sandwiches, cheese cakes and
pastries supplied by the Assistant Secretary
and Mrs. R. J. Collins. The party carried on
until late in the evening and some members
were still there when the landlord called
"Time" at 11 p.m.
Before the party commenced, the Chairman
welcomed everyone, especially the visitors from
Ramsgate led by Mr. Fakeley, the Chairman
of that branch. Major A. J, Peareth replied for
the visitors. Mr. Fakeley regretted the small
ness of his party and remarked that he felt
privileged to address the London Branch
gathering again.

About 7.30 p.m., the Chairman of our branch
was missing and was finally discovered in the
public bar with Mr. Fakeley and the Ramsgate
members, together with Captain Woodcock,
Harry Miller, Sid Heath and Bob Goldsmith
of the 1 /4th (191418) Battalion.
Several members and visitors entertained us
with songs. "Comrade" Benny Field brought
tears to the eyes of the Irish members with his
rendering of Galway Bay.
Mr. Collins conducted his usual raffles. A tin
of biscuits won by L. T. Johncock was handed
back by him and put up for auction when it was
knocked down to Captain A. E. Brittain, who
passed the contents round the room.
There were many enquiries for our President,
Major J. E. Enright, who was absent through
sickness. He was absent for the first time since
he organised the parade way back in the '20's.
HERE AND THERE
Thirtythree members lined the route when
we marched down Whitehall. They expected
to be in time to move off at 6 p.m. as instructed
at previous monthly meetings but arrived to
find the column marching from the parade
ground at 5.50 p.m.
What is the penalty for a Regimental
SergeantMajor who is late for parade ?
We were sorry to learn that InPensioner
E. Norman had been taken ill shortly after
parade. It is thought the march was too much
for him. We hope he will soon be about again.
A. B. Arnold, who was at Salonika with the
2nd Battalion, managed the march, although
suffering with a groggy knee, the result of a
serious injury.
Captain Thompson Hill, C. B. Home and
Guy V. Manwaring represented the 2/5th
Battalion.
Bob Goldsmith of Ramsgate was looking for
G. A. Dillistone, and hopes to see him at
Canterbury in August.
Clarence "Kelly's Eye" Holness revived old
memories for the 6th (191418) Battalion with
tunes on his tin whistle. He missed Bob
Billings and Bert Tester.
D. B. King, 2/5th Battalion, who has taken up
residence at Whitstable, wishes to be remem
bered to old comrades.
We regret to announce the death of 5749
C. Atkins, 2nd Battalion. W. Everitt repre
sented the branch at the funeral.
The branch is grateful to H. Jarvis of the
Ashford Branch for his kindness to W. A.

THE !DRSGOM
REGRETS.—Regretting; their inability to
Veale during the long illness which caused his
attend,
Mrs. Enright, Mrs. Norris and. Mrs.
death;' Mr. Jarvis travelled several'times froth
J
e
n
k
i
f
l
s
.
.
;
V
'
/
'

/
Kent to Oxford to see his old friend.
SICK.—It was with regret the Chairman
Our thanks to VicePresident Captain G. J. announced the accident to Mrs. Cousins and
Emery; who spent a week on the branch
the operation on Mrs. Jarvis; we wish them a
amounts for 1949;50 and to G. W. Clayton speedy recovery.
and R. Dudley, who audited the same. Thanks
WELCOME,—The Chairman welcomed Mrs.
also to Mr, Dudley forthegift of 300 envelopes.
Taylor (Pinner) after her long absence ; also
E. H. Rann, who has for so many years
Mrs. Wyatt, the widow of the late Band
supplied decorations, medals and ribbons to Sergeant Wyatt, 1st Battalion, who would
exBuffs at home and abroad, has removed from
attain the age of 89 in November.
Lincolns Inn Fields to 8 Sicilian Avenue,
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—Members were
Southampton Row, WX.
requested to notify Mr. Gould whether they
MKaJfcr
 Milton, Secretary ;bf the Brighton
'require lunches at 3/ per head oh
kindly pMd a visit to
df our
August 13th. Also the number of ticket^
members; D> Brown, Who is in hospital at East
required for admission to the Cathedral.
GUnstead,
DINNER.—The Dinner to be held on Septem
ber 23rd at Carr's Restaurant, Victoria, Book:
Capt. G. J. Emery visits "Ginger" Hubbard,
in as soon as possible to avoid disappointments
Who also is in hospital, in London.
RAFFLES.—Raffles given by Mrs. B* G..
We wish all our sick members a speedy
Taylor, Mrs. Watts, Mrs. Hawkins, Mrs.
recovery.
E.C.W.G. Everett and Nurse Evans realised £2 6s. 6d.
Our most sincere and grateful thanks.
D.E.S.
LADIES' GUILD
Dover Branch
There was a large gathering on Saturday*
The
monthly
meeting was held on Thursday,.
July 1st, 1950, at the Prince Alfred Restaurant,
Tuiton Street, S.W.I, for the Annual General 6th July, at the Eagle Hotel. Major Jackson
(Chairman) opened the meeting.
Meeting and Election of Officers.
The Minutes were read and passed, Mr. White
MINUTES,—The Minutes for the month of
kindly acting as Secretary. Mr. Mills, our Branch
June were read and signed—so ended our Secretary, is in hospital, but he has been
financial year.
visited and I am glad to report that he will
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—There were no soon resume his job.
The meeting was graced by the presence of
nominations received, so all the old Committee
our President, Colonel Crookenden. All mem
were elected en bloc.
bers were pleased to welcome him.
THANKS.—The Chairman (Mrs. Spinner)
Major West (Folkestone) also was present
thanked Mrs. Coley (ViceChairman), Mrs. and gave us a report for the August meeting
Odell (Treasurer), Miss Jean Coley (Hon. at Canterbury.
Secretary) and the Committee for all the work
The Acting Secretary, Mr. White, read a
they had done during the year; also those letter from Major Peareth re the Fishing
who had given raffles, and the members for Competition. It was agreed to enter, and Dover
their loyal support in attending the meetings offered a 10/ Prize.
so regularly.
We are paying a visit to Herne Bay Branch
on
Tuesday evening, 11th July. More about
Mrs. Odell gave a financial statement which
this visit next time.
was most satisfactory. Mrs. B. G. Taylor on
Names were taken for the 'bus to Canterbury.
behalf of the members said they were pleased
It was proposed that a letter be sent to the
to still have Mrs, Spinner for their leader,
and spoke of the work she had done not only Branch Secretary wishing him a speedy
recovery.
for the year but ever since the formation of
The Box Collection realised the sum of 16/
"the Guild".
for
Branch Funds.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
The Branch Meeting was attended by 25
from Mrs, Guy Lee, Mrs. W. I. Stone, Mrs. and
Miss Lamb, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. Jarvis, Mrs. members, and the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m..
S.H.A.
Cousins and Mrs. Billings.
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Ramsgate Branch
Through your valuable columns J should
like to thank all our Ramsgate Buffs for their
best wishes. My officers and committee are
always pleased to know of their welfare and
when they visit their native town a "warm
welcome awaits them.
It is nice to hear from S. Heath, W. Brenchley
and E. Bartlett, etc. We hope to have the
pleasure of meeting them in the near future."
One cannot let this occasion go by without
mentioning the great loss the 1/4th Battalion
have sustained by the death of Captain Dinkie
Whitfield—a! very great loss—and our deepest
syntpathy goes ' to Mrs. Whitfield and her
Now for our meeting report.
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, was held at
the "Freemasons' Tavern", High Street, Ramsgate, oh
Friday, 16th June, 1950. The Chairman, Mr. C. F.
Fakley, was supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor, Lieut.
W. Wottori, Messrs. E. H. Swendell, J. Hogben and
B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
The Chairman expressed his pleasure at seeing so
many members and extended a special welcome to the
President, Major A. J. H. Taylor.
Mr. Fakley made mention of the sad loss of the
Branch by the deaths of three Buffs, Captain H. F.
Whitfield, Messrs. Setterfield and Watler. Members
stood for two minutes' silence as a tribute of respect.
Mr. B. E. Knott, who was an N.C.O. in the late
Captain Whitfield's Platoon, paid a personal tribute
and stated many of the members knew what a splendid
Officer and Buff Captain Whitfield had been and he
expressed the Branch's sympathy to Heme Bay, the
Branch of which Captain Whitfield was the Secretary.
Mr. Knott said it would be a job to replace this excellent
Buff.
Mr. Fakley stated that he had represented The Buffs
at the Launching Ceremony of the Sea Cadet Unit
and he told the members of the successful event and
expressed his appreciation of the welcome he had
received. Major A. J. H. Taylor thanked the Chairman
and members for his welcome. He stated that as a
Buff with their great tradition he was always pleased
to attend the meetings, but he expressed his regret at
the younger members not supporting them. There
was a good show of the older members present that
evening but the Major jocularly remarked that these
old soldiers would fade away and for the future of the
Association the support of the younger Buffs was
essential. Their motto was comradeship and if these
young Buffs would come along they would meet good
friendship.
Mr. Hogben gave an interesting report of the Social
events arid asked the members to give their full support
on the Remembrance Parade Service at Canterbury
Cathedral on 13th August, 1950. Mr. Knott also stated
that Ramsgate should support this event as other towns
serit large contingents and ramsgate was regarded as a
large  Branch and Headquarters, looked for »a good
representation.
Messrs. J. Johnson, C. F. Fakley and R. Goldsmith
were attending the Buffs Cenotaph Parade in London
on. Saturday, 17th June, 1950.

It w^spirApqsed to ask Cob W. Orwfn to rict ris Qhajrf
man, of thie Branches Angling, Competition which was>
to be held m October., ,
. . .
5
Mr. S. Taylor was enrolled as a new member.
At the conclusion of the business proceedings refresh
ments were served by Buff Host Dick Atkins and ith^
remainder of the evening was spent in reviving old
comradeships.
'
!

Margate Branch
H
The July Branch Meeting was held at the;
Drill Hall, Hawley Square, on Wedne^dayj,
5th July, when we were very .pleased to see
considerably more meinh^;;tfaan'vh^
case of late. This was the more gratifying
because the approach of the summer season
usually sees a falling off in numbers, nn9
fortunately unavoidable in a seaside town. ;
We were very pleased to see Mr. C, Pearfcs
after his long illness and glad to know he, is
going on satisfactorily.
The Chair was taken by Mr. R. H. Harman,
who extended a genial welcome to all present,
and business commenced punctually at 8 p.m.
with the reading of the Minutes of the last
meeting, which were passed and signed.
Arising therefrom a discussion was held cqnr
cerning the recent proposal to revert to the
previous arrangement of holding branch meet
ings every three months, the two intervening
monthly meetings to be social evenings only.
It was finally decided to continue with the
present system of holding committee meetings
on the last Wednesday, and branch meetings
on the first Wednesday of each month.
Apropos, I believe I wrote in a previous not^
that this had been decided on, but it was then
only a proposal. My apologies.
The wording for the plaque for erection in the.
Club Room (does one "erect" a plaque ?) again
came up for consideration, and a form having
been agreed upon, the Hon. Secretary was
asked to proceed with the matter.
?
Details for Remembrance Sunday were dis
cussed, and it is hoped that a record number
of members will make the journey to Canterbury
on August 13th.
: An invitation from Ramsgate Branch to take;
part in a Fishing Competition has been received,
and a few piscatorial experts* will < "drop a
line" to Ramsgate (or "in" Ramsgate. waters)
on the appointed date.
We regret to record the deaths of the following^
members/ who will be, remembered by&uahyvolcl
comrades:—
jnU

THE
L/Cpl. Sid ("Turkey") Taylor, l/4th Bn.,
aged 52, and Cpl. Eric ("General") French,
l/4th Battalion, aged 55, both of "G" Company.
Pte. George Scott, 2nd Bn. South Africa
King's and Queen's Medals ; 6th Bn., 191418.
Mr. Scott was Battalion Storeman of the 6th
Battalion for a good time.
Mr. MacDermatt, l/4th Bn.
Folkestone Branch
A good number of members turned up for
our July meeting, held at "D" Company Club
on Tuesday, 11th July. Major West brought
apologies from Captain Tyrell and Captain V.
Collins, who said they were extremely sorry
not to be with us.
Correspondence contained some very interest
ing items, not the least being the proposed
fishing—or should I say angling—competition.
We are hoping to send a team. Fred Hawkes,
our Senior Angler, took on the job of finding
the said team. Good luck, Fred ! Never had
any luck myself at that game. Then came the
Remembrance Day arrangements. We should
have a good number on parade this year.
We are also to have the usual country drive
on the return journey. These are very much
worth while, as for once in a while, no one
appears to want to hurry. By the way, our
Secretary could not be with us owing to
pressure of work. Someone at least has not
gone on strike against extra hours.
Nothing of any importance seems to have
happened locally since last month, so the best
I can do is pack up.
W.B.
LADIES' GUILD
Since our notes in the January issue of The
Dragon, the Folkestone Ladies Guild have
held their Annual General Meeting, at which
meeting all the officials were reelected:—
Mrs. R. G. Wood (Chairman), Mrs. Coote (Vice
Chairman), Mrs. Hassell (Treasurer) and Mrs.
Mantell (Secretary).
The meeting also unanimously agreed to
send to Major Peareth the sum of £16 15s. Od.
to be put towards the cost of a new carpet in
the Warriors' Chapel.
Once more illness has overtaken some of our
members, but we all hope they will soon be
well, and back at the meetings.
On June 21st we were pleased to welcome
both the Dover and Gillingham Branches to
our H.Q. in Shellons Street, and although the
weather did try to cast a cloud, a very pleasant
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afternoon was spent by the ladies seated at the
sixteen tables for whist and tea. We were all
very disappointed indeed that both Mrs.
Sellens? Secretary of Gillirigham, and Mrs.
Mills of Dover were unable through illness to
be with us, but still, perhaps we may see them
another tinfe Here's hoping, anyway.
Before leaving in the evening for home, Mrs.
King Holt (Chairman of Gillingham Branch)
invited Folkestone members to be their guests
at a Bring and Buy Sale which is being held in
September. Suffice it to say we are all eagerly
awaiting the day when we can once again say,
"Hello, Gillingham !".
Med way Branch
LADIES' GUILD
Medway Branch paid a visit to Folkestone
Branch on Wednesday, 21st June.
A start was made from the 'Bus Depot at
9.30 but it was much regretted that our
Secretary, Mrs. Sellens, was unable to accom
pany us owing to a sudden indisposition.
The first call was made at the Old Forge,
Hollingbourne, where the party partook of
coffee. We arrived at Folkestone, where we
dispersed and went our own ways. We met
againat the Folkestone Branch's H*Q.—the
Drill Hall—where we were entertained by that
branch.
After a game of whist we were served with a
very nice tea. Mrs. Wood, the Chairman of
Folkestone Ladies, welcomed us and remarked
that this time Medway were lucky with their
weather—an allusion to the very wet time we
experienced at the last visit. We were pleased
to renew our acquaintance with some of the
Dover Branch whom we had entertained last
year.
After taking a good few of the prizes and
having had a good time generally, we made for
home feeling all the better for the sea breezes.
M.M.H.
Brighton Branch
We are still waiting for our numbers to
reach twentyfive, but now we have a good
meetingplace, it should not be long. Bert
Tester is off the sick list but is only getting
around very slowly yet—so slowly that we
believe he's taken up fishing.
Four of our members joined in with the
London Branch at the Cenotaph on June 17th
and afterwards at the Prince Alfred.

The 'bus for Canterbury is rapidly filling up
and by the time these notes appear in print
seats may be unobtainable. Our sympathy to
our Secretary on becoming a grandfather for
the second time.
Looking forward to seeing all old friends on
Sunday, 13th August.
Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 179th Monthly Meeting held at the
Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday, 14th
July, 1950.
Colonel D. J. Dean was in the Chair, supported by
Major J. E. Wills and about 22 Members (a record for a
summer meeting).
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and
confirmed. Correspondence was read and discussed.
The Chairman told the Members that we had lost an
old member, Mr. W. Cherrison, who had passed away.
The Branch was represented at the funeral and a wreath
sent. Mr. Cherrison had served in the 1st Battalion,
The Buffs ; he was a very keen supporter and will be
greatly missed.
The Chairman also told members that he had received
a letter from Mr. G.. Freeman (Knocker), saying he is
alive and well and wishes to be remembered to all. The
Secretary reported that he had had a letter from Mr. C.
Edwards (P.S.I, at Sittingbourne before the War),
who has now become landlord of the SuninWood,
Halstow, and wishes to be remembered to all and hopes
to see some of us soon.
The correspondence relating to the Rifle Club was
left to the Chairman and ViceChairman to report their
findings at the next Meeting.
The ViceChairman mentioned the question of
Associate Members. It was proposed by Mr. E. Croucher
that the name of Mr. J. Homden be sent to Headquarters
as he wished to become a member; this was carried.
The Booby, given by Mr. L. Coward and won by
Jock Herbert, realized 11/. Our Bob came in a bit
late and made it 11 /6.

LADIES' GUILD
The monthly meeting was held on June 21st
at Woodcourt Park Avenue, by the kind per
mission of our Chairman, Mrs. Dean. Business
was carried out, after which a most enjoyable
eyening was spent at whist.
Owing to most members being on holiday,
it was decided not to have a meeting during
J«iy. so the next meeting will be held on
August 16th, 1950.
The Whist Drive held on May 26th was very
successful and we were able to send £10 towards
the cost of the carpet for the Warriors' Chapel.
Several of our members are going to the
Remembrance Service on August 13th, and
would like to meet members of other Guilds
there,
I.E.R.

Hi

Banking for
His Majesty's Forces
Maintain your
service to

King and Country
in civilian life

Join the British Legion
The Legion cooperates with your regi
mental association and speaks for all
exservice men and women
BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.I
t'n

CATALOGUE AND SAMPLES ON REQUEST
AT NO. 6 Pall Mall can be seen the original charter

granted by FieldMarshal Lord Ligonier to his private
secretary, Richard Cox, as Banker of the First Regiment
of Foot Guards. By 1815, Cox's had become Bankers,
Official Paymasters and Agents to the entire British
Household Brigade, the bulk of the Cavalry and Infantry
Regiments, the Royal Artillery and the Royal Wagon
Train — now the Royal Army Service Corps. Cox's
have also been Agents to the Royal Air Force since its
inception. Lloyds Bank absorbed this historical connec
tion in 1923. A modern banking service is now provided
dealing in every type of business but the individual
attention to customers' banking requirements still re
mains a distinctive feature.

Modern Printing
For over SIXTYTHREE years we have
kept pace with the everincreasing tempo
of the age. Our factory is equipped with
the latest types and machinery. Our
modern technicians are expert in the pro
duction of Regimental Christmas Cards,
Diestamped Stationery, Invitation Cards,
Account Books and Printing of all des
criptions from Visiting Cards to a Corps
History. Prompt personal attention to all
orders.

LLOYDS BANK

HIORNS & MILLER

L I M I T E D

LIMITED

(COX'S & KING'S BRANCH)

40 Marlborough Street, Devonport

437 DEVONPORT

Royal Air Force Centres

ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I

TELEPHONE

Offices at or near all Army and

ARMY AND
, 1077 ^

in England and Wales

THE

MILITARY PRINTING SPECIALISTS

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)

IV
Colonel

ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.

Unit or Appointment
IyEEUTENANTCOLONELS
fRice, N. D
... T/Brig,
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parrv, F. W. B.
...
1st Bn.

CAPTAINS—continued

Name

... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish*
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M£.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash,
J.
P.
...
I
R.W
.K.
MAJORS
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'>'B....  1st Bn.i
Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Iliffe, R. O
. 1st Bn.
Oliver, G. B. F., D.S.O. ... T/Bt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
G
1st Bh., Beave.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster. Hadshar,
Parry, R. F., M.C. ...
Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Dunglinson,
W,
G.
H.
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ... T/Bt.Col., 1st Bn., KA.R.
Barrett,
D.
P.
R.
...
1st Bn., Beave.
T/Bt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
G.S.O.3, Hq., Bz. Tps., Sudan.
Dent.
J.
E.
...
...
Depot,
Craig, B. H
G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
i MacDonald, E W.
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
Jelf, A G
I
Marshall,
F.
....
*
...
Attd. M.A., Athens.
<Craddock,RfW.,D.S.O.,M.£JE<.T/Bt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District, : Dubois, G. E., M.C.
T/Maj.; Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
B.A.O.R.
Dickson.
T/Bt.Col., Instr. I.D.C.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
1st Bn.
Grace, H. R.
BIETJTENANTS
Q Branch, War Office.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa. ;
Peckham, A. D.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Beave U.K.
. 1st Bn.
Squire, S. J
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.
Bewis, P. J
1st
Bn.
Thorneycroft,
F.
E.
Bailey, N. T.
1 R.W.K.
Airborne Fprces Depot, Aldershot.
Willows, D. A.
...
Edlmann, B. B C., M.C. ... T/Bt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
A.D.C.,
Cr., fl.C. District.
Wilson,
P.
F.
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Rawlings, A. C.
. 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
Horley, B. M.
...
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
(st
Bn.
'
!
Gatehouse,
H.
R.
...
;
Ministry of Supply.
May, J. F. Fitz G
H.Q. British Gurkhasin India, Barrack
Phillips, B. M.
...
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
... Brit. Mil. Mission, Greece.
pore.
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... 2/3rd Btn, K.A.R., E. Africa,
1
1st Bn.
Griffin, C. J.
1st
Bn.
Parachute
Regt.
Webber,
J.
W.
...
CAPTAINS
,
1 R.W.K.
Pirn, A. H. E.
...
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
Bendy, R. H.
, 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
32 Sqn RA.F. Nicosia, Cyprus.
Bucas, J. P
1
R.W.K.
StratfordTuke,
R.
A.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
1st Bh< ! .
Gillum, J. R.
...
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
Majendie, A. E.
T/Maj., H.Q. Band Forces, Hong Kong.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
2ND BHBRITBNANTS  '
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
... 1st Bn. j
Dalgliesh, A. R..F. ...
Depot.
Blaxland, W. G.
... 1st Bn.
Grugeonj J. D.
G.S.O.3 E. Africa Command.
Gay, A. W.
'
... '1st Bn. ' .
Mullins,
G.
O.
;
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Montgomery, D.
MionCkMason, G. V. S. ... 1st Bn.
Det. to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
Bindley, P. A. N. ...
...
1st Bn.
i :
West,
C.
T.
Fi;L
...
1st Bn.
Morgan,F. de R., M.C.
G.S.O.3, M.I.26, W.O.
Poulsen, N. D.
,...
: '
: 
Q
UARTERMASTERS
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
Cox, B. G., M.C. ...
4/5th Bn.
... Maj. (Q.M.), Depot.
Collins, H. A.
Ricketts, G. A.
i..
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.EB.F. Williams, B. J«> M.B.E.
Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
Critchley, B. P.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.
Watts, E. H. F.
t Supernumerary.
CAPTAINS

Broadley, A., T.D. ...
Geary, M.
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C. ...
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
Byons, H. S.
...
Minard, F. G.
Marriott, A. ...
Pickard, D. B. B«, T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E.
Beates, M. M.C.
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Pitkin, W. H.
/barey, B., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.. ...
Kille, W. E. ...
Elliott, N. ...

Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

Short SerVico Commissions

T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office.

T/Maj.
T/Maj.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong

Kong.

1st Bn.
9 Trav. Wing, H.Q. E. Ahglia Dist.
Admin. Office, H.Q. Klagenfurt Gar,,
B.T.A.
1 R.W.K.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
"A" Branch, H.Q. B.T.E., MEBF 4.
H.Q. Aldershot District.

Ransley, E. J., M.C.
FitzGerald, E. D. ...
Sherwood, R. D. ...
Hannan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.
Wilson, A. F. P.

...

Northover, J. A.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D
Roseberry, B« S.

...

Rowcliffe, T. A.,, Capt.
Stone, J. H., Bieut.
Corps, J., Capt.

CAPTAINS—continued

... 1 R.W.K.
... H.Q. Home Counties District.

... 1st Bn.
... H.Q., N. Ireland District, Bisburn,
N. Ireland.
... 1 R.W.K.
BIBUTENANTS
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt., 18 W.O.S.B., (O.C.S.)
... 1 R.W.K.
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt.
QUARTERMASTERS

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MEBF
... H.Q. Band Forces, Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONELS
4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.,! Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
5th Bn.: Col. % B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.
BLEUTENANTCOLONEL
^
BHSHTENANTS
, ,
. Bashall, T. H.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.i
i
Fynmore, P. J.
MAJORS
Bces, H . D .
Hews, G. R. DM MX., T.D. l
; |
Eames, A. G.
Proctor, G. A. H., M.C., T.D.
Bewis, W. G. G.
Taylor, N. G. H. M
v
,
Klean, P. H.
(
1
Prestige,! J. T. R. i ; . . .
'
QUARTERMASTER
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
CAPTAINS
Williams, B J., M.B.E. Maj. (Q.M.)
Collins, H. A (Adjt.).
MEDICAL OFFICER
TiUeard, J.
Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
BeeRobertS, H. P.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Hatihah, W. H.
CHAPLAIN
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Major The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A.
Balding. C. E. E
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BELGIUM
FRANCE

Personalia

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA

T IEUT.COLONEL G. R. Howe has sold
Miis property at Woodchurch and intends to
spend the coming Winter near Canterbury.
His address for correspondence is c/o The East
Kent Club, The Elms, Old Dover Road, Canter
bury.
Colonel C. R. B. Knight recently spent an
evening with Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Norman
Hart in Edinburgh. Both were flourishing and
made many enquiries after their countless
friends in the Regiment, of some of whom
Colonel Knight was able to give them first hand
news.

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY

LEROS

Colonel and Mrs. C. J. Wood have left Geneva
and are now at 13, Clifton Road, Parkstone,
Dorset.

HOLLAND

GERMANY

Colonel T. H. Spear is on leave, his appoint
ment at Hong Kong having finished.

BURMA

Lieut.Colonel L. H. Dismore leaves Lourenco
Marques on. September 2nd, by air, to take up
the appointment of H.M. Consul, H.M. Con
sulate, Medan (Sumatra), Indonesia. His wife
and family are returning to England and should
be home early in October.

EGYPT
ITALY
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After the Service of Remembrance on
August 13th, Miss Babington, on behalf of the
Friends of Canterbury Cathedral, presented to
MajorGeneral Hon. G. Scarlett as a gift to the
Regiment, a watercolour by Mrs. Dorothy
Mowll of Military Road, Canterbury, with the
Cathedral in the background. Down this road
have marched generations of Buffs for over
100 years. The picture was recently on view
at the East Kent Art Society's exhibition at the
College of Art.
We regret to record the death of Major R.
Swetenham on July 15th, at Llandudno, after
a brief illness.
We regret to record the death of Captain
L. P. Barker at Umtali, S. Rhodesia, on August
5th.
Major P. B. Plumptre and family, after a
period of some three weeks at a rest camp in
Ismalia, have sailed for Mombasa. He has been
posted to the 2/3rd Battalion, K.A.R.'s,
stationed in the neighbourhood of Nairobi.
We congratulate Miss J. de R. Morgan on her
engagement to Mr. M. N. Kearney. The
wedding will take place on September 12th at
Llandfaelog Church, Brecon.
5164 W. J. Jackson, late Sergeant, was ad
mitted as an InPensioner to the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, on August 1st. He served
in the Regiment from 1896 to 1917 and has two
191418 War Medals, the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal and the Belgian Croix de Guerre.
He is 73 years of age. There are now seven
exBuffs, InPensioners at the Royal Hospital.
Mr. F. Parbery (6281759), who is now working
at Birmingham, recently paid a visit to the
Depot whilst on holiday. He sends his best
wishes to his old friends.
We are sorry to hear that. Mr. E. Potts
(13549) is laid up with leg trouble, the result of
war wounds, and wish him a speedy recovery.
He sends his best wishes to his old friends.
The Telephone Number of the Secretary,
Past and Present Association and Editor,
"The Dragon" is now—CANTERBURY
4764.

Births, Marriages and Deaths

BIRTHS
Rawlings.—On 23rd June, 1950, to Daphne
Evelyn, wife of Major A. C. Rawlings, The
Buffs, a son, Anthony Lance.
DEATHS
Barker.—On August 5th, 1950, at Umtali,
Southern Rhodesia, Captain Samuel L. P.
Barker, late The Buffs, eldest son of the late
Samuel and Katherine Barker.
ENGAGEMENT
Mr. M. N. Kearney and Miss J. de R.
Morgan
The engagement is announced between
Michael Neville Kearney, The Royal Northum
berland Fusiliers, son of Mr. M. Neville Kearney
and of Mrs. Kearney, of Glyn Gwy, Rhayader,
and Joan de Riemer, only daughter of Major
General and Mrs. H. de R. Morgan, of Llande
faelog House, Brecon.

Obituary

Roger Swetenham
b. 1868. d. 15th July, 1950
CDUCATED at Uppingham and Christ
^Church, Oxford, he was commissioned, in
The Buffs in December, 1889, being promoted
Lieutenant January 2nd, 1893 and Captain
October 9th, 1899. He served with The Buffs
till 1902, when he transferred to another
regiment. He served abroad in the 191418
War. When with The Buffs he was with the
1st Battalion in India, the 2nd Battalion in
Ireland and at Brighton, and finally as Ad
jutant to a volunteer battalion. He retired with
the rank of Major.
Samuel Lionel Phillpotts Barker
b. 17th Sept., 1874. d. 5th Aug., 1950
He was commissioned as 2/Lieutenant in
The Buffs on 6th June, 1896, promoted Lieut,
on 12th March, 1898 and Captain on 13th June,
1900.
He took part in the operations on the N.W.
Frontier India, 189798—Malakand—operations
in Bajaur and in the Mamund country, Utman
Khel being awarded the I.G.S. Medal with
clasp. He also took part in/the operations in
the Interior, Aden 19034. He retired in 1911,
being recalled for service in the 191418 War.
He had been ill for some months, confined to
his bed and suffering great"pain, which he bore
with much fortitude.
His son, Julian, who is an electrical engineer
at Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, was with him when
he died.
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Future Events

Round and About

September (date not yet fixed). 8th (S)
Battalion, 191418 (Loos Night). Will
exmembers of the 8th (S) Battalion
who wish to attend, apply to Captain
R. W. Waby, 3 Deepdene Lodge, Upper
Tulse Hill, London, S.W.2.

By The Tramp

September 23rd. London Branch Ladies'
Guild Dinner. Carr's Restaurant.
October 6th. Friday. Officers' ReUnion
Club Annual Dinner, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.,
Rembrandt Hotel, London. Applications
to attend to : Administrative Officer,
Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.
October 7th. 6th Battalion (191418)
Annual Dinner. Price of ticket 10/.
Application should be made to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton,
London, S.E.7. Those residing in the
Kent country areas who wish to avail
themselves of travel by coach, to get in
touch with Mr. W. Jeffrey, M.C., 14
Victoria Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
October 14th and 15th. The Buffs Golfing
Society Autumn Meeting at Littlestone.
October 18th. Wednesday. 7.30 p.m..
Provisional date for Annual General
Meeting, Weald Branch, Past and Present
Association, to be held at St. David's
Hall, Cranbrook, preceded by a Com
mittee Meeting at 7 p.m.
November 18th. Saturday, 7 p.m. Pro
visional date for the Annual Dinner,
Weald Branch, Past and Present Associ
ation, George Hotel, Cranbrook.

Short History of The Buffs
By Brigadier E. Foster Hall, M.C.
"THE latest edition brings up to date the
* history of the Regiment.
It includes the part which each battalion
played in the 193945 hostilities and the post
war events.
Amongst the appendices, Appendix V gives
most interesting notes on other regiments of
the Home Counties Group.
The history costs 2/6 post free and can be
obtained from the Administrative Officer,
Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.

Summer's End

AS I write there are
regrettable
signs
that Summer is fading.
For one thing the Foot
ball Season has begun.
As one who is more
interested in flannelled
foolery than muddied
oafdom (the mutilation
of Kipling's famous
phrase may be forgiven)
this eagerness to set
the Pools in motion
does not please me.
It seems, moreover, to
have been an even more hasty Summer than
usual. My more elderly friends tell me that
this is one of the natural consequences of
approaching senility. Be that as it may, even
the beauties of Autumn which to be sure excel
those of Summer do not compensate for the
decline of the year.
Was it last week that I sat by my wireless
set listening to the coolly impartial voices of
the relays of B.B.C. announcers giving the
state of the Parties in the surprising General
Election ? It certainly seems like it until
I begin to fill in intervening events, private as
well as public.

The Tests "Down Under"
In a matter of three weeks the chosen
cricketers will be embarking for Australia and
if recent events mean anything they have got
their work cut out. I do not, however, share
the gloomy forebodings of a famous cricketer
of the recent past who was reported as
having said, "We're in for a towsing." Some
thing a little more encouraging might have
come from him. The recent Oval failure, even
allowing for the intervention of our climate,
was not enlivening. I incline to the view
expressed by an equally famous batsman,
Frank Woolley, that our fellows seem to have
forgotten how to use their feet when playing
slow bowling. Way back in 1921 it was the
Australian fast bowlers who crushed English
cricket, but two things are worth recalling ;
Woolley's two separate nineties against Gregory
and Macdonald when, all the rest were failing
an.d the plain fact that within five years we
won. the rubber at the Oval. The Jeremiahs
are always arranging for the funeral of English
Cricket, but the corpse has a way of sitting up.
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It won't be long, I fancy, before we produce
bowlers and batsmen. So good luck to Brown's
men when they give battle on the sundrenched
grounds of Australia this winter while we are
sitting by the fire (if there is fuel enough)
listening to the commentators in the early
morning (if the differences between the broad
casting authorities and the cricket lords in
Australia are settled by then).
x
Korea
Turning for a moment to less pleasant things,
the news is better from this troubled place and
the U.S. "buildup" on land is beginning to
tell. I have noticed, in this connection, a
tendency on the part of commentators on the
operations to suggest that however the Korean
business ends Russia will benefit. The specious
arguments in support of this view are usually
to be found in journals which cater for what
is called "the intelligent public" though
I incline to doubt if this description is justified.
The writers forget that the Security Council
set in motion the opposition to Russian con
trived aggression and that withdrawal would
mean an. end of that body, the last remaining
hope of mankind against the new Nazis.

When the full facts become known the heroic
achievement of the small American ground
forces will stand out as something to compel
our admiration. Nor must it be forgotten that
their gallant resistance against terrific odds
utterly destroyed the Blitzkrieg planned so
ingeniously on the Hitler model by the powers
behind the North Korean puppets. What of
the future ? Will it be Formosa or will the
heat be turned on in the East German Zone ?
Authoritative writers think that Russia will
use her satellites to do the dirty work. But
the showdown cannot be long delayed.
"Popski"
I have just been reading the excellent
record* of his amazing war adventures by
Lieut.Colonel Vladimir Peniakoff, D.S.O., M.C.
("Popski"). Its concluding words have an
ironical significance in these times. He des
cribes how he and his braves drove into Austria
in 1945 and how, when the retreating Germans
had thinned out, he came upon a Russian tank
from which climbed a Soviet Colonel, Lykov.
After clasping hands "the Russian stepped
back, stood to attention and delivered a speech.
He ended : There is nothing that can destroy
our solidarity'."
"The war being over, I thought, I might as
well now see to that", concludes the author of

this magnificent story of skill, courage and
audacity. Don't miss this book.
* Private Army, by Vladimir Poniakoff (Jonathan Cape,
London).

Gapers
I have always been interested in, if some
times amazed at, people who crowd outside
public places when events of importance are in
process of occurrence. One must not be hard
on these folk even if one could suggest better
ways of employing their leisure. The recent
scenes outside a Royal residence can be
variously interpreted. Some of the gapers are
just idlers eager for any free show ; others
join any crowd because they are gregarious
and some are emotionally interested in what
may be going on behind the walls at which
they stand and stare. All of them, I fancy,
lead fairly dull and uneventful lives and crave
for a bit of excitement. They will stand for
hours outside a fashionable church to see the
principals leaving or arriving for a wedding.
They will also stand outside the grim gateway
of a prison and rush to read the official notice
Of the execution of a murderer. They receive
as a rule far more publicity than their curiosity
warrants and they are a very small portion of
the community, most of which goes about its
business or pleasure content with its own
interests but aware that things do happen to
other people, high and low.
Salute at the Tower
It may seem odd that I now record that I was
recently one of a large number of people who
went to the Tower of London to watch the
firing of a salute by a Battery of Artillery in
honour of the birthday of H.M. The Queen.
I think I might have gone in any event but
I had a personal interest in this ceremony.
A very close relative was a member of the
crew serving a gun of a battery of four twenty
five pounders. The unit concerned was the
H.A.C. whose privilege it is to carry out this
duty at the Tower when occasion demands.
As a piece of drill it was firstclass and I doubt
if it could have been bettered by the regular
battery which was simultaneously firing a
Salute in Hyde Park. I have long known that
this distinguished and ancient Regiment had
high standards of efficiency and this was amply
confirmed the other day on Gun Wharf at the
Tower. It is within my knowledge that at least
one participant in the impressive parade had
only a few weeks' service to his credit but he
will not thank me for mentioning this.
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I did, however, feel that more could have
been done to let people present know who
the gunners were. We tend to let good oppor
tunities for recruiting slip. The Territorial
Army is far from full. I do not suggest vulgar
"ballyhoo" but anonymity can be carried too
far. What, incidentally, has happened to the
recruiting marches one used to know ? Appeals
by politicians do not move many people and
even the recent admirable broadcast by the
Chief of the Imperial General Staff has not
materially increased the numbers of a Force
which may mean a great deal in the near future.
A Voice for England
It did the heart good to hear on the radio
the other night an American commentator
(Larry Le Sueur to be precise) giving us a bit
of lively praise. He was drawing our attention
to the achievement of Sir Gladwyn Jebb at
Lake Success. Sir Gladwyn, who succeeded
Sir Alexander Cadogan in the normally thank
less task of British representative on the
Security Council, has captured the American
public who are able to follow the proceedings
of the Council on television sets. What the
Americans admire about Sir Gladwyn is his
quiet but completely effective manner as well
as his powers of irony in his encounters with
the massive Mr. Malik of the U.S.S.R.
I gathered from Mr. le Sueur's eulogy of Sir
Gladwyn that as a sporting spectacle the
rapierlike thrusts of the British representative
have made world championship Boxing and
Baseball seem colourless by comparison. I hope
that others besides the Americans get to know
of this.
It is well known, that Russia uses the Security
Council as a vehicle for propaganda. I do not
imagine that it broadcasts a verbatim account
of Mr. Malik's encounters with Sir Gladwyn
but we should make good the omission wherever
our voice can penetrate. Our own B.B.C.
which gives us "The Soviet Point of View"
with such touching impartiality could do
worse than give us recordings of the proceedings
at the Security Council. There are many
people in this country who are pretty hazy
about the rights and wrongs of the Korean
affair.
A Bad Show
Which reminds me that in what is called the
Light programme on August 10th there was
an episode in a serial called "P.C. 49" which
overstepped the bounds of decorum out
rageously. The serial is, to use the pungent
description of a friend of mine, "clotted

claptrap" at best, but on this occasion it added
irresponsibility to its other "qualities". A
character in this episode was described as an
exIndian Army Colonel who, during his
service in India, had employed two thugs to
cut the tongue out of the mouth of a sweeper
who had offended him. This was as gross a
libel on a class and a service as one could
imagine but to aggravate it another character
purporting to be a Police official (in England)
said something to the effect that few people
would regret the passing of that system
(meaning obviously the British Raj).
There was to have been a repetition of this
pernicious nonsense a week later but, not
surprisingly, it was cancelled. According to a
London Evening paper a B.B.C. official said
that this was due to "someone objecting to a
reference to India". If that isn't a gem of
understatement my name is Molotov. I, for
one, made as strong a protest as I could in a
quarter which I consider to be influential but
I feel sure that my small voice was not the
"someone" referred to. I would like to know
precisely how many protests reached the B*B.C.

A Visit to Eritrea
VY7E left South Barracks on the morning of
" July 3rd and arrived at Khartoum airport
at a fairly early hour, as is usual on these
occasions. After the normal procedure with
customs declarations, weighings and so on we
adjourned to the bar for something to fortify
ourselves against the uncertainties of airtravel.
Not being particularly enthusiastic about an
amber fluid which some Americans next to us
were drinking in large quantities, we ordered
coffee. After an excessive interval a tray
arrived. We drank and were gratified to note
that no payment seemed necessary. We spoke
warmly of the courtesy of B.O.A.C., and were
remarking indulgently on the friendly atmos
phere of the Corporation when our pilot entered
and helped himself from our pot. It came as
something of a shock, needless to say, when
we were presented with a bill for 10 piastres—
1/ per cup !
We were therefore not sorry to be ushered
from the bar to the waiting "Dove". An
enormous Sudanese boarded the plane first.
It was with no little*difficulty that he negotiated
the obstacles and manoeuvred himself into his
seat.
We touched down at Kassala for a few
minutes and were in Asmara just over three
hours after leaving Khartoum. At the earliest
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opportunity we dived into our suitcases for
sweaters and raincoats, for Asmara was both
cold and wet.
As had been forecast, nobody seemed to be
expecting us. "Q" Movements were rung up
and promptly panicked. Eventually, when we
were starting to think in terms of the next
plane back to Khartoum, the Adjutant of 1st
Battalion, South Wales Borderers, appeared in
a jeep and took us away to their camp.
After a fairly strenuous Guest Night at which
the sudden change in atmosphere and climate,
coupled with the aftereffects of the flight,
began to tell on us during the later stages, we
were whisked off early the next morning on an
antiShifta operation.
Perhaps a few words of explanation about
Shifta would be in place here. Shifta, so we
were assured, are no newcomers to Eritrea.
For centuries, varying their tactics to keep in
step with the evolution of lethal weapons,
they have lived off other people's industry.
They have pillaged, terrorised, killed, stolen,
burnt and plundered to get what they can
and to ensure a livelihood thereby. Recently,
however, they have acquired something of a
political status. From a motley collection of
armed robbers has emerged a band of socalled
"agitators". In Eritrea today there is a
powerful set who are striving for union with
Ethiopia, and the appropriate authorities have
enlisted the services of the Shifta to add
emphasis to this policy. Doubtless the Shifta
are well satisfied with the arrangement. All
they have to do is to pillage, terrorise, kill,
either Italians or "unreliable" Eritreans, and
throw the occasional bomb, simply stressing
the necessity of union with Ethiopia, and
hinting at the consequences unless 100%

support is assured. They paint bridges with
the red, yellow and green of the Ethiopian flag
and scrawl on the roads "Ethiopia or Death"
in. order to impress the recent U.N.O. Com
mission ! They continue, of course, to get
their personal booty, and just for performing
these minor propagandist duties are rewarded
with arms and ammunition—mostly Italian,
ironically enough. If a hunt in the region of
the frontier becomes uncomfortable, they can
always pop across the border into Ethiopia
and safety.
The extermination of the Shifta is a mammoth
Task, for the country is incredibly mountainous
once one has left the Asmara plateau. In
addition the villagers are never overanxious
to give information, for "stoolpigeons" are
dealt with very sharply by the Shifta, together
in all probability with the rest of the village.
But to return to our own operation. 2/Lieut.
West was with one platoon at a place called
Sabur and had the good luck to bump a party
of Shifta. One was captured—a wounded stag—
who was found to have a bullethole in his
ankle of some sixweeks standing. Some
excitement was also caused when the platoon's
watertruck plunged over the edge of a
precipitous road. Mercifully nobody was badly
hurt and the truck was righted on a part of
the same road lower down the hill without
much difficulty.
I was with another platoon in the Dorfu
Valley, much nearer to Asmara, but again
only approachable by a most horrific road.
The majority of the hairpins necessitated
backing the truck, which added to the fun.
Unknowingly we coincided with an extensive
plan of police patrolling in our area, so that
our task was simply to maintain a firm base
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for the policemen. Apart from fruitsampling,
the only unusual occurrence was the apprehen
sion of a suspected supplier of ammunition to
the Shifta, who was very effectively trussed up
by a socalled pacifist member of the platoon !
We returned to Asmara on the fifth day.
These operations are normally done by com
panies, and the platoons may be anything up
to 30 miles apart. Although they may not
be particularly successful in terms of Shifta
killed and captured, they are undoubtedly
excellent training in what might be called semi
warlike surroundings. The Shifta always have
the advantage for they are being hunted in a
country which they know and which is ideal
for hideouts. Their stamina, too, is remarkable.
Convoy escort duty is another of the main
tasks of the Battalions in Asmara, for a lone
vehicle—especially with an Italian driver—is
unlikely to last long. We therefore duly accom
panied various lorries to a place called Saganeiti,
some 40 miles south of Asmara. These small
towns are all equipped with very reasonable
"ristorantes", and except for the flies we had
an enjoyable wait for a lift back.
Our visit to Keren was assuredly the most
interesting part of our stay in Eeritrea. The
road from Asmara thither is a wonderful piece
of engineering, wide and with every corner
banked; in fact, all the main roads in the
country are outstanding proof of the Italians'
ability in this respect.
The S.W.B. Detachment Commander very
kindly gave us a full explanation of the battle
of Keren on the ground. At the risk of patron
ising, I would like to say how very impressed
we were by the stirring tale, confronted by the
formidable hills that faced those gallant soldiers
nine years ago. Somehow, a battlefield—
wherever it may be—is eerie; and the present
peace and calm of the Keren battlefield, over
shadowed by those towering slopes, is especially
aweinspiring.
Possibly one can be oversentimental in these
matters. We found a mass of potential souvenirs
—ammunition of many types, a buckled Bren
magazine and a condensed milk tin with bayonet
holes in the "top. One does not need much
imagination to be fanciful about such relics.
On our way back to the town we saw the
famous stone in the heart of Keren Gorge,
inscribed in huge letters with the words:
"HLI AND SCOTLAND FOR EVER", which
tells its own tale.
Our last day should have been spent with a
round trip to Massawa by rail, for the trains
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also have to carry escorts, but torrential rains
had caused landslides and washaways, so the
line was impassable. However, we were be
friended by the General Manager of the Rail
ways, who offered us seats on the pushtrolley
on which he was going on. an inspection of the
line. So we mounted and were shunted by an
engine, which might have come straight from
an "Emett" picture in Punch, a mile or so out of
Asmara, from where we freewheeled for some
35 miles, except in one place where the clearing
gang had to lift the trolley over some debris.
The railway from Asmara to Massawa is
another brilliant example of engineering skill.
In the course of ouf 35 miles we dropped about
5,500 feet, so it is not hard to imagine the
difficulties of construction. The line twists and
turns round hills, through hills and over
ravines, and the views are magnificent—
provided you do not mind sheer drops! We
rounded one corner to sight the Red Sea and
Massawa lying before us. Just to make our
own cool position high up in the fresh air
doubly attractive, we noted a huboob blowing
on the coastal plain !
We had an excellent lunch of a vast pile of
spaghetti and a meltinthemouth steak with
all the etceteras at a little "ristorante" in
Gynda, a small town about halfway to Massawa.
The cost should interest potential dinersout—
2/8 each.
As it was too late to continue our journey to
Massawa, we returned to Asmara on the
littorina—a diesel railcar made by the versatile
Fiat Company—which climbs the slopes with
remarkable speed. We encountered a pack of
baboons on the line. Their ugliness must be
unique—at any rate, one hopes so. The males
seemed the more repulsive of the two, shaggy
and blue and with red spots on the youknow
where.
We left by air for Khartoum at a hideously
inhuman hour the next morning, but the
discovery of some excellent cheese sandwiches
above our heads passed the time pleasantly.
This account has been all too disjointed ;
but perhaps these brief impressions have given
a glimpse of a country that is fascinating in
its contrasts—ultramodern here and prehistoric
there.
In conclusion, our warmest thanks to our,
hosts, the S.W.B. Officers, who entertained lis
lavishly in every way, even to the extent of
providing golf of a 9hole course which they
have built in their camp.
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Ten Days with the Sudan Defence
Force
/^JEDAREF is some 200 miles to the south
east of Khartoum, and is the headquarters
of the Eastern Arab Corps of the Sudan Defence
Force. At the invitation of Miralai H. E. N.
Bredin Bey, D.S.O., M.C. (R.U.R.), I was
attached to the S.D.F. there for ten days. The
actual town of Gedaref is rather squalid, but
the S.D.F. camp is a very pleasant contrast.
The brick houses and "tukls"—for officers
and other ranks respectively—are neatly laid
out, and the whole camp has plenty of trees,
grass and flowers. Gedaref is in the heart of the
Savannah country of the Sudan and the
intensive cultivation and the dustfree air
both came as complete and pleasant surprises
after conditions common to Northern Sudan.
My arrival coincided with the end of
Ramadan. In consequence all the Moslems
were enjoying a fourday holiday—known as
the "Eid"—and I therefore had few opportun
ities to witness much training during my stay.
The Eid is an occasion for widespread hospitality
and I was fortunate to be included as a guest in
many houses. The Eid diet is somewhat over
powering. In fact, the drinks were invariably
rich fruitjuices, almost like syrup in. their
consistency, while the solids consisted solely of
the more sickly products of a confectioner's
shop—sugary cakes and sticky sweets. It
seemed that alcohol as a stimulant of enter
tainment is taboo in that part of the worlds
The rain rather interfered with our proposed
expeditions away from Gedaref, but we did
set out one morning in the special Bedford
"trektruck" for Showak, a village on the
Blue Nile, to look at the country and perhaps
to shoot a crocodile. Unfortunately, the rain
had disposed of the road some twelve miles
short of Showak, so we had to turn back. We
did get some shooting, however, and returned
home in the evening with a bag of eight brace
of guineafowl.
During my stay a new intake of wild and
very woolly recruits arrived, many of whom
came from the hills of Eritrea. Unlike the
position in. some Armies, there is plenty of
competition to join the S.D.F., and in this
case Colonel Bredin had about 150 candidates
for only 70 vacancies. One very small Eritrean,
who cannot have been more than 5 ft. 2 in.
tall—excluding his enormous shock of hair—
greatly impressed his selectors by stepping
forward to give the smartest of salutes. He was
accepted, possibly as a potential mascot, and

I saw him the next day shaven and shorn,
engrossed in Lesson 1 of the rifle. Needless to
say he had some difficulty in reaching the
foresight to clean i t !
I also witnessed ^some shooting in the open
range. It was clear that the Sudanese standard
of marksmanship would give a British battalion
plenty of competition.
Colonel Bredin and his secondincommand
are the only British officers in the Eastern
Arab Corps. However, vital to a visitor like
myself, all the Sudanese officers speak English.
Among the staff of Sudanese officers at Gedaref
is Kaimakam Suleiman Bey, M.B.E., who is a
son of the Khalifa of the Battle of Omdurman
fame.
My departure was a little delayed by the
rain. The lines are very easily washed away,
and all rail services are almost indefinitely
postponed. However, my train eventually
arrived in Gedaref and we reached Khartoum
some 42 hours behind schedule—nothing to
worry about by Sudanese standards of
punctuality !
G.O.M.
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1st Battalion
'"THE early part of July
* will be remembered for
the
really
remarkably
"Englishlike" weather that
prevailed here ; soft, balmy
days with a pleasant breeze
and with an occasional
shower of rain to keep us
cool. But thereafter, those
of us who spent even the
briefest of sojourns in Hong
Kong
were
forcefully
reminded of climatic con
ditions there by the sultry
stickiness which became
our portion during the latter
part of the month. We had all of us hoped for
rain—if only as a dust layer—but there must be
few indeed who expected quite such a series of
downpours, bringing with them—as in the Far
East—the inevitable morass of mud, the over
night mildew in. the shoes and boots, and that
damp, clammy feeling when putting on one's
clothes in the morning. We shall doubtless
experience this type of weather for many weeks
to come.
This torrential—and, so we gather, unusual—
rainfall has affected our mode of life in numerous
ways. The second—and perhaps last ?—change
over of companies at Gebeit has been much
delayed, owing to numerous washouts of the
railway line; those same washouts have
prevented the arrival of any petrol from Port
Sudan, so that we had had to endure, once
again, the wartime and postwar annoyances
of petrol rationing ; games of cricket have been
interrupted and, on occasion, completely ob
literated ; and Lieut. Mullins, who in the middle
of the month went briskly off to Gedaref for a
tenday attachment to a S.D.F. Unit, found a
certain amount of difficulty in returning to the
fold. On the other hand, Lieuts. Gillum and
West visited Asmara—where they were attached
to our predecessors in Khartoum, 1st Bn. South
Wales Borderers—for a short spell of "shifta
hunting", but then they cheated the elements
and travelled by air.
Accounts of their visits will be found else
where in this issue, as will also a report on the
first of our series of openair Band Concerts
which, it is pleasant to be able to record, was
untouched by rain. It had been anticipated that
the local press would send a reporter to this
Concert who knew just a little about music in
general and military bands in particular, but
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this was a pious hope. It was felt, therefore,
that some other account was called for, if only
to give due credit to Bandmaster Sharpe, in his
initial public appearance, and to the Band, on
a most successful evening.
What cricket has been possible is fully dealt
with on other pages, but emphasis must surely
be laid here on Major Grace's fine hundred, the
highest score of the year so far, in. the last match
of the League ; on. Band Sergeant Hubbard's
sustained accuracy as a bowler, culminating in
the taking of nine wickets in one innings;
and on the remarkable tie which occurred
between the two battalion, teams in. the first
round of the Knockout Competition.
It was pleasant to welcome Mrs. ffrench
Blake back to Khartoqm after three months
at Gebeit; she managed to accomplish her
journey just before the Sudan Railways lost
the first round in their annual struggle with the
rain. Hot on her heels came Mrs. Dent and her
children, who had taken some quite unbeliev
able length of time to travel from England; a
large proportion of that time was, we under
stand, spent in that excruciatingly uncomfort
able homefromhome, the Transit Camp in the
Canal Zone. To her we bid a warm welcome,
even though her husband almost immediately
afterwards left us to join the ranks of the gilded
staff on the local Headquarters.
We hear that Lieut. Goss, a former writer of
these Editorials, who has been away from us for
some considerable time on a Course at Hythe,
has apparently eased his way successfully on to
another Course, this time at Uckfield. This
means that he returns to us no more and we
therefore take this opportunity of wishing him
the best of luck in whatever he may turn his
hand to. Remembering his successes as a
"spiv", in partnership with Lieut. Squire,
during the Fancy Dress Dance on board the
Lancashire, we feel that he will have little, if
any, trouble in making his mark in some sphere
or other.
While we were still talking in hushed whispers
as to the identity of our successors here, the
English newspapers published the fact in no
uncertain terms. Not to be 'gain said, the local
press went one better and firmly announced
that the Royal Ulster Rifles were to be stationed
here for a period of five, or perhaps even, ten,
years. Letters are now beginning to pour in
from Colchester containing all manner of
pertinent questions on every conceivable sub
ject, and their recipients are to be seen, question
naires in hand, trying madly to find someone
who can supply the answers. As yet there is
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no fixed day for our departure, though by the
time these words are in print that remark will
doubtless be hopelessly out of date. There is
ilo denying the fact that, should we happen to
pull out, let us say, early in November, we shall
have been cheated of the best three months of
the year in so far as the climate and "the social
round" are concerned. This will give some of
us a legitimate grumble—and, legitimate or
not, a grumble is what so many people appear
to enjoy having these days.
The Colonel journeyed to Asmara on. duty
towards the end of the month, going and
coming by air. He was detained there for longer
than he had anticipated and thus missed a
Regimental Guest Night to which, amongst
others, the retiring Governor of Khartoum,
Mr. Wallis, was invited.
As these words are written, preparations are
going busily forward for the Retreat Beating
Parade which is to take place in the town on
August 9th. It is believed that one of the
UnderSecretaries of State for War may be here
on that day to take the salute. About all of
which, as they say in the magazines, "see
next month's instalment".
STOP PRESS.—Major Lewis, who. has been
under sentence of a move for some months, has
at last had his marching orders for the job of
SecondinCommand, 1st Bn. Royal Sussex
Regiment. When he actually goes is as yet
doubtful, but it is feared that it may be soon.
It will indeed be a grievous day for all of us
when eventually we have to see him off for the
last time.
Band Concert
Giving the first concert under their new Bandmaster,
Mr. Sharpe, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M., the Band gave an
excellent performance in the first of a series of openair
concerts which it is proposed to give in South Barracks
during the coming months. It was a great sendoff for
the new Bandmaster and it was a tribute to him that
there was such a large and appreciative audience,
amongst whom were the ActingGovernorGeneral and
the Governor of Khartoum.
The Band, in their white uniforms, set under a
magnificent display of coloured lights and against a
background of buff arid blue, looked magnificent. The
evening's programme opened with a fanfare, most
aply named Joyeuse, which had been composed by the
Bandmaster. This was a brilliant piece of writing and
was played by the entire Brass, standing in front of the
stage.
Following this very fine start, to what proved to be a
grand evening's entertainment, came a March, With
Buff and Blue, also composed by the Bandmaster.
This was military band music at its best, and the Band
gave a fine rendering of a composition which had won the
Bandmaster one of his many prizes at the Royal Military
School of Music, Kneller Hall.

The programme continued with Offenbach's Orpheus
in the Underworld. This was played with great feeling
and understanding. The ensemble was good, and
especially praiseworthy was the fine execution of the
solo passages for clarinet, played by Cpl. Weatherall.
The Band under the able leadership of the conductor
created the atmosphere of the Underworld, as depicted
by legend, and the audience expressed its appreciation
by long and warm applause.
A trumpet trio by Agostini, entitled Th§ Three
Trumpeters, followed and, though superficial in itself,
proved the versatility of the soloists, Band Sgt. Hubbard,
Cpl. Coppins and Bdsm. Chisnall. Their ensemble was
occasionally at fault, but altogether they gave a most
enjoyable performance of a trio which is technically
most difficult to execute.
To bring to an end the first part of the programme,
the Band played the Clive Richardson arrangements of
Little Brown Jug and John Peel. These were undoubtedly
effective, but they always tend to be associated with the
old "ITMA" shows and Stanley Black's B.B.C. Aug
mented Dance Orchestra rather than with a military
band performance.
After the interval, and with the audience once more
settled in their seats, the programme continued with a
selection from The Mikado. Such selections always go
down well at any band concert, if only because they
are wellknown and allow one to recall the characters and
songs of the Operas. Very few people have not witnessed
Gilbert and Sullivan at some time in their lives. This
particular selection was played most attractively, and
made a valuable contribution to the programme.
Making a welcome change, we next had some baritone
solos by Major Grace. For his first song, he chose
Blom's Still wie die Nacht. The purity of production,
clear articulation, gradations of tone, and the warmth
and feeling that Major Grace put into his singing were
most pleasing to the ear. He followed this with Che
Gelida Manina, that lovely aria from Act 1 of La Bohtme,
and again his phrasing, intonation and expression were
admirable. In response to a big ovation, he sang the
Italian folksong Santa Lucia as an encore. In contrast
to the other two pieces this was a gay, lilting melody,
and emphasized the versatility of the artist.
Continuing the programme, the Band gave us a fine
performance of the Strauss waltz Tales from the Vienna
Woods. Although one usually associates strings with
such waltzes, there was no denying that the Band did
more than ordinarily well. The rhythm was strong and
gay and many of the audience felt their feet twitching,
eager for the dance.
As a final item the Band gave us a very real treat in
their performance of Freidmann's Slavonic Rhapsody
No. 1, which, quite rightly, the Bandmaster had saved
until the end. The Brass really excelled themselves in
this number and the depth and richness of their tone
were both most praiseworthy. The Band and their
conductor put all they had into this last piece, and
ended the programme on the same high level as that on
which it had started.
After such a, highly successful and popular sendoff
to this series of Concerts there is little doubt thet
ensuing performances will be eagerly awaited and even
better attended than the first.

Sports Reports
To those of you at home and in more temperate climes,
it would probably seem that Khartoum in July must

THE

V

DRAGON

155

,< 

M.M.G. PLATOON CRICKET TEAM
Winners, InterPlatoon knockout competition
be akin to Hades at its hottest. In actual fact this
month has been climatically about the most pleasant
one could experience in any part of the world. The
locals say that it is most extraordinary to have so much
rain and such cool and pleasant weather over such a
prolonged period.
Battalion sport has appropriately enough been con
fined to cricket, with games being played under ideal
conditions in the sort of weather one always associates
with the game. A very successful InterPlatoon Knock
Out Competition, was completed during the month
with the M.M.G*. Platoon beating the Signal Platoon
rather easily in the final by five wickets. Pte. Green was
mainly responsible for the M.M.G. Platoon victory,
taking five wickets for 20 runs. The scores are below.
A start was made on the Harris Shield Cricket Com
petition with "A" Company playing four games before
moving off to Gebeit on detachment. They had two very
good victories over the strong "H" and "Q" teams, but
with 2/Lieut. Mullins out of station on duty they lost to
both "C" and "S" Companies.
Garrison cricket continues to occupy our stars two
afternoons every week, though we will now have a rest
since both our teams are not now in the KnockOut.
Included in these notes are descriptions of various
games played, one of which actually resulted in a tie.
HARRIS SHIELD CRICKET

The position as at 1st August, 1950 was as follows :—
Company
Played
Won
Lost
Points
2
4
"A"
4
2
2
0
"S" ...
... 1
1
2
1
1
2
"H"
"C"

2
1

1
0

1
1

2
0

INTERPLATOON KNOCKOUT COMPETITION

Final
Signal Platoon
Pte. Cheek, c Pedder, b Green
Pte. Stacey, b Green
Pte. Frost, b Green
Sgt. Wright, b Pedder ...
Pte. Pennicard, b Pedder
Lieut. Griffin, c and b Green
Pte. Coppard, b Smewin
Pte. Ambrose, b Green
Sgt. Stremes, not out
Pte. Bushell, b Riley
Pte. Morley, b Smewin
Extras
Total
M.M.G. Platoon
Pte. Pedder, b Wright ...
Cpl. Smewin, c Ambrose, b Wright
Pte. Smith, b Frost
Captain Iliffe, lbw, b Frost
Pte. Green, c Griffin, b Wright
Pte. Riley, b Wright
Pte. Broderick, c Pennicard, b Stacey
Pte. Smith, run out
Pte. Boxall, b Wright ...
Pte. Bunce, b Wright ...
L/Cpl. Fuller, b Wright
Extras
Total

6

0
9

0
0
2

5

0

12

2

0
1
37
12

8
10

0

6

4
3

12

25
4

2
2

88

Bowling : Green 5 for 20 (M.M.G.) ; Wright 6 for 19
(Signals).
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BATTALION AVERAGES

The following batting and bowling averages to date
have been compiled from the score books in current use.
Included in these figures are all battalion matches,
Buffs "A" and Buffs "B" League games, Officers',
Sergeants', Corporals' and O.R.'s matches, and the five
Harris Shield matches played so far.
Not Total Highest
Aver.
Inns. Out Runs Score
Batting
34.3
Major H. R. Grace ... 17
1
550 132*
26.5
62
Major P. J. Lewis ... 15
1
371
23.3
80
Lt. F. E. Thornycroft 15
0
350
21.9
78
2/Lt. C. T. F. West
11
0
241
13.4
40
L/Cpl. Morris
... 18
3
202
9.9
Capt. E. F. H. Watts 13
0
129
9.7
33
2/Lt. G. P. Mullins ... 12
1
107
9.6
29
Pte. Keary ...
... 9
0
87
9.3
30
Sgt. Richards, RAEC 14
2
112
9.28
30
Capt. F. de R. Morgan 14
0
130
9.23
33
Cpl. Weatherall
... 13
0
120
7.8
26
Major G. H. A. Yates 13
1
94
6.4
18
L/Cpl. Gwinnell
... 16
0
103
7.6
18
Lt. J. R. Gillum ... 12
2
76
* Signifies Not Out
Bowling
Pte. Fuller ...
Major H. R. Grace ...
Cpl. Jones
Sgt. Hubbard
Lieut. J. R. Gillum
L/Cpl. Morris
L/Cpl. Gwinnell
Lt. F. E. Thornycroft
2/Lt. C. T. F. West

o.
M,.
70.2
6
142.3 22
8
67
175.2 26
76.3 10
140.2 19
1
38.5
6
60
6
45.

R.

225
584
284
557
323
523
198
288
200

w.
24
62
28

46
25
38
12

15
10

AV.

9.3
9.4

10.1

12.1
12.9
13.7
16.5
19.2

20.0

GARRISON CRICKET

Buffs "A" v Buffs "B"
If there was nothing much at stake in this their final
game in the Garrison League between Buffs "A" and
"B" Teams, the meeting was by no manner of means a
tame affair. On the contrary, we saw records broken and
were treated to what was probably the most scintillating
innings seen in Khartoum for many a long day.
This was a cricket feast for spectators, with runs
flowing from the bat of Major Grace in effortless style,
proving the old maxim that offence is the best defence ;
when applied to cricket, this achieves the main objective,
i.e. the scoring of runs. The whole game developed into
a conflict between the Buffs "A" captain, going in
fourth with the score at 32 for 3, and the four bowlers
on view, with the latter coming off a poor second best.
The batting of Major Grace, which included some
delightful cover drives all along the carpet to the
boundary, sixes over the trees, leg glances and neat wrist
flicks, was superb. He gave two possible chances in an
innings of 132 not out, once at 53 when he was almost
caught by Pte. Fenson on the boundary, and again at
98, when the crowd, which had now grown, literally
held its breath and sighed with relief when a difficult
catch was missed. At the wickets for 75 minutes, his
scoring rate was well over two runs a minute in an
innings which finished in a blaze of glory—the last over
being recorded as 6, 6, 6, 4,»—, 6.
Whilst not in any way detracting from the class and
brilliance of the innings it should be recorded that two
of the "B" team regular bowlers, 2/Lieuts. Gillum and
West, were absent from the team on duty. Band
Sergeant Hubbard, the opening bowler, deserves special

mention for his plucky, unfruitful efforts, bowling
at one end unchanged throughout the innings of 36
overs. He kept plugging away courageously through
out and was extremely unlucky to meet Major Grace in
such devastating form.
Of the other bats, Captain Morgan seemed well set
until giving an easy catch with his score at 16, and
Cpl. Weatherall, his opening partner, batted confidently,
helping Major Grace to add 107 runs for the third wicket,
before running himself out by bad calling. Buffs "A",
mainly due to Major Grace, were all out for 203—a good
total in 36 overs.
It was the opinion of many, when Buffs "B" went in
to bat the next day, that for the first time this season
it would be recorded that "rain stopped play". The
rain, however, skirted Khartoum by the proverbial inch
and play proceeded.
A wellnigh impossible task faced Buffs "B" from the
start—203 on the Board for Buffs "A" meant that it
would be necessary to score at the rate of something like
6 runs an over. This proved beyond the capabilities of
the "B" team despite a sparkling 60 by Major Lewis.
There was no one To stay with him and no other bat
looked like pushing the score along with the exception
of Lieut. Thornycroft, who was beautifully bowled
by Fuller after a neat 17, and Pte. Kearey, who in his
best knock to date, scored 29 and with Major Lewis
took part in an invaluable stand of 70. This was the
only partnership of note in the innings. Kearey delighted
the crowd by hooking two sixes off the bowling of Major
Grace, and had three other boundaries in his innings.
When eventually he was bowled by Major Grace the last
four wickets added a meagre 7 runs, including one six
by Green and the Buffs "B" innings closed with the
score at 134.
Worthy of mention was the fielding of Cpl. Weatherall,
who saved about 30 runs. Many more of his kind are
needed.
Buffs "A"
Capt. Morgan, c Thorneycroft, b Hubbard 16
Cpl. Weatherall, run out
...
... 32
Bdsm. Mitchell, b Jones
0
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, lbw, b Hubbard
...
5
Major Grace, not out ...
...
... 132
L/Cpl. Morris, not out ...
...
... 12
Extras
...
...
...
... 6
Total (4 wickets)

... 203

Bowling.—Hubbard 2 for 83, Jones 1 for 71, Thorney
croft 0 for 21, Green 0 for 24.
Buffs "B"
15
Captain Watts, b Morris
1
Sgt. Richards, b Fuller ...
17
Lt. Thorneycroft, b Fuller
60
Major Lewis, c Morgan, b Grace
0
2/Lieut. Mullins, b Fuller
4
Cpl. Jones, c Grugeon, b Grace...
29
Pte. Kearey, b Grace
0
Cpl. Edwards, c Mitchell, b Grace
0
Sgt. Hubbard, b Grace ...
...
1
Pte. Fenson, c Yates, b Morris
6
Pte. Green, not out
1
Extras
Total

...

...

134

Buffs "A" won by 69 runs.
Bowling.—Morris 2 for 64, Fuller 3for 19, Grace 5 for 50.

THE DRAGON
On Sunday, July 2nd, in the final match of this series,
the Officers defeated, by 64 runs, an eleven representing
the rest of the battalion. Although the game had its
interesting moments, the final result was never really in
very much doubt.
The Officers' innings, having begun rather tamely,
consisted almost entirely of a fine display by Major
Grace, assisted by a series of partners. He was fortunate
to be dropped in the gully before he had scored and the
mistake proved an exceedingly costly one for the
fielding side. He was finally dismissed at the fall of the
ninth wicket, his innings of 82 including two 6's and ten
4's.
When the ration of overs was nearly completed, Major
Yates indulged in some wild hitting ; by creeping up the
pitch while the bowler was taking his run, he was often
successful in finding the halfvolley. Luck also favoured
these tactics, as he was dropped in front of the sight
screen off an enormous skier.
The Rest's innings was mainly a twoman affair, and
it was sad that Q.M.S.I. Spinner and L/Cpl. Morris could
find no other batsmen to carry on their good work.
Q.M.S.I. Spinner scored remarkably quickly until he
declined to treat a straight ball with the respect it
deserved, and that was that. He hit a 6 and six 4's,
which does not leave much room for singles in a score of
36.
L/Cpl. Morris, when his turn came, exhibited some
powerful strokes on the legside, but he too lost patience
with an appetizingly overpitched straight ball, only to
hear the deathrattle behind him.
Contrary to Khartoum custom, the game was com
pleted in one afternoon. Mercifully the weather was
cooler with a pleasant breeze blowing, so that conditions
were about as ideal as this climate will allow.
Scores :—
The Officers
Captain Morgan, b Morris
3
Captain Watts, b Spinner
...
... 11
Lieut. Thorneycroft, c Fuller, b Wright 13
2/Lieut. West, run out ...
...
... 15
Major Lewis, c Weatherall, b Wright ... 12
Major Grace, c Hubbard, b Fuller
... 82
2/Lieut. Mullins, c Fuller, b Hubbard... 15
Lieut.Col. Parry, run out
...
... 4
2 /Lieut. Gillum, c Morris, b Spinner ... 5
Major Yates, not out ...
...
... 12
Captain Iliffe, not out ...
...
... 4
Extras (b 9, 1b I, nb 1)
11
Total (9 wickets)

... 187

Bowling.—Morris 80461, Spinner 81272, Wright
61332, Fuller 60451, Hubbard 61251.
The Rest
Q.M.S.I. Spinner, b Thorneycroft
... 36
Cpl. Weatherall, b Gillum
...
... 0
C/Sgt. Seymour, run out
...
... 7
Sgt. Lyons, c Morgan, b West ...
... 4
Sgt. Richards, c and b West ...
... 3
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, b Thorneycroft
... 8
L/Cpl. Morris, b Grace ...
...
... 35
Sgt. Wright, b Grace ...
...
... 3
Cpl. Jones, b West
...
4
Pte. Fuller, not out
4
Sgt. Hubbard, b Grace ...
6
Extras (b 12, w 1) ...
13
Total

123

Bowling.—Gillum 30201, Grace 5.80353, West
81273, Thorneycroft 50282.
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When the reconstituted Buffs "A" and "B" Teams
met in the first round of the KnockOut Competition
on Friday and Saturday last, speculation was rife, not
about the result—Buffs "B" looked on paper the stronger
team—but whether records might not again be broken.
There were visions of prolific scoring from the "B"
team, which included Majors Grace and Lewis, first and
second respectively in the local batting averages.  .
Undoubtedly records were again, broken, but not as
visualised. This was a bowler's wicket on both days,
after a sand storm and rain. What a change for the poor
bowlers ! This was at last their opportunity to dictate
terms ; how eager they were on both days and how ably
they acquitted themselves. BandSergeant Hubbard's
6 wickets for 15 runs on Saturday was a remarkably fine
achievement and surely sweet revenge for the slogging
he received the previous week. At one stage he took
5 wickets for 6 runs. Major Grace again distinguished
himself, this time as a bowler, returning a match analysis
of 7 wickets for 29 runs. This performance places him
second to Colonel Irvine of the Minor Units as leading
wicket taker in local games, with a total of 32, one behind
the latter.
But the most astonishing feature of the game was the
final result—a tie, each side scoring exactly 53 runs.
So that except for improving The Buffs bowlers' aver
ages and wrecking one or two good batting averages,
there was nothing achieved and a replay is necessary.
After a .stoppage of play on Friday, to allow rightof
way to a sandstorm, the "A" Team faced the bowling
of Pte. Fuller and Major Grace, which up to then had
looked mild and innocuous. Aided and abetted, however,
by the aftermath of the sandstorm, assisted by the dull
light and with contributions from the batsmen them
selves, Major Grace then proceeded to skittle the side out
for a meagre 53 runs.
With over halfanhour still left for play, the "B"
team went in and lost two very useful wickets, Cpl.
Weatherall and Sgt. Richards, for 15 runs before bad
light stopped play.
But it was still pounds to a piece of pie that the
"B" Team, with Majors Grace and Lewis, would pass
the meagre total of 53 without effort. Lieut. Thorny
croft's very intelligent placing of his field, however,
together with the form of Sgt. Hubbard and L/Cpl.
Morris with the ball, was responsible for what was, the
following day, almost a debacle. The next four wickets,
including those of Captain Watts, Majors Grace and
Lewis, fell for the addition of two runs. The batting side
were possibly intoxicated with their success on Friday
to such an extent that they had become overconfident.
Had they been set say, 120 or so, their whole approach
would undoubtedly have been vastly different.
A stage was reached when the score board read 7 for
44, then 8 for 45, and it looked as though the tail was
demoralised, but suddenly from nowhere, Lieut.
Grugeon produced a six, his first ever, to judge from his
demeanour, to make it 8 for 51. With his personal score
at eleven, the4highest on the side, he was clean bowled
by Sgt. Hubbard. With the last two at the wicket, it
looked all over bar the shouting when, horror upon
horror, L/Cpl. Morris, that normally very consistent
young bowler, either affected by the occasion, the
dampness of the pitch or the loose matting, bowled one
wide and one noball to make both teams level pegging.
With tension at its highest and the scores level, the
last man was bowled by L/Cpl. Morris.
Score board : Buffs "A" 53, Buffs "B" 53.
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Finally, bouquets to Sgt. Hubbard and Major Grace
for their respective bowling successes; to Lieut.
Thornycroft for astute and capable captaincy ; to Lieut.
Grugeon for being the saviour of his side with his big hit;
and sympathies to L/Cpl. Morris for his illluck at such a
crucial stage. The latter must surely have made his
mark for producing such a freak finish and result.
Buffs "A" v Buffs "B"
Match played at South Barracks on 14th and 15th July
(Junior KnockOut)
Scores :—
Buffs "A"
Captain Morgan, c Watts, b Grace
... 12
Pte. Coldman, c Peddar, b Fuller
... 15
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, b Grace
...
... 4
Lieut. Thorneycroft, c Grace, b Jones...
0
L/Cpl. Morris, run out ...
...
...
4
Sgt. Villhaber, b Grace ...
...
...
2
Lieut.Col. Parry, b Grace
...
... 6
Major Yates, b Grace ...
...
... 3
Bdsm. Mitchell, lbw, b Grace ...
...
2
Pte. Green, not out
...
...
...
2
Sgt. Hubbard, b Grace ...
...
...
0
Extras
3
Total

...

... 53

Bowling.—Fuller 1 for 12, Grace 7 for 29, Jones 1 for 9.
Buffs "B"
Sgt. Richard, c and b Hubbard
... 7
L/Cpl. Weatherall, lbw, b Morris
...
4
Captain Watts, c Villhaber, b Hubbard
9
Major Grace, c Thorneycroft, b Hubbard
7
Major Lewis, c Thorneycroft, b Morris
0
Pte. Peddar, lbw, b Hubbard ...
...
0
Pte. Kearey, b Hubbard
...
... 4
2/Lieut. Grugeon, b Hubbard ...
... 11
Captain Iliffe, c Gwinnell, b Morris ... 0
Cpl. Jones, b Morris
...
...
... 0
Pte. Fuller, not out
...
...
...
0
Extras ...
10
Total

...

...

...

... 53

Bowling.—Hubbard 6 for 15, Morris 4 for 27.
Result.—A Tie.
Buffs "B" defeated Buffs "A" by 26 runs in the replay
of the first round of the Garrison KnockOut Com
petition at South Barracks on Friday, July 21st.
Although the game perhaps lacked the box office
appeal of the Tie the week before, it was nevertheless
full of interest and excitement throughout.
The match was begun on Thursday, but rain put an
end to the day's cricket after threequarters of an
hour's play, by which time Buffs "B" had scored 32
runs for the loss of Sgt. Richards.
When play was resumed on Friday in ideal conditions,
Cpl. Weatherall was quickly out, but Majors Grace and
Lewis were soon scoring freely, and it was obvious that
the bowlers were not going to have the same good
fortune in dismissing this formidable pair as cheaply as
before.
With the total at 72, however, Major Grace was
superbly caught at short leg by Sgt. Villhaber, who
anticipated the stroke and made a spectacular dive to
hold the ball low down on his left side.
Two more wickets fell quickly, but the total continued
to swell until Major Lewis played inside a ball from

L/Cpl. Morris and was caught at the wicket. Once again
his scoring strokes on the off side had been a perfect
delight to watch.
The innings closed shortly afterwards for a total that
may hot have been very large, but at any rate was more
than double the size of that in the tied match. A special
mention must be made of Sgt. Hubbard. He bowled
continuously from one end and his analysis speaks for
itself. It was a great achievement, and a fitting reward
for his consistent performances throughout the season,
to claim nine wickets in this match.
When their innings began, Buffs "A" were soon in
trouble. It was all too clear that Sgt. Villhaber was
very unhappy about Major Grace's offbreaks bowled
round the wicket, and sure enough he was brilliantly
caught at forward short leg with only 6 runs on the
board.
L/Cpl. Gwinnell demonstrated how to punish the full
pitch to leg, but when he had made 18—four 4's and two
singles—he put his leg in front of the topspinner.
After Lieut. Thorneycroft had gone, snapped up at
silly midoff by Major Grace, the batting utterly
collapsed and in a twinkling 8 wickets were down for 49.
Captain Morgan was still at the wicket, however, and
found a gay partner in the gallant Sgt. Hubbard, both
of whom indulged in some cheeky singles ; but the blow
fell at 63 when Captain Morgan popped up a ball to be
caught at silly midoff. He was Major Grace's third
victim at this position. Captain Morgan played a great
innings, and without a doubt saved his side from utter
disgrace with his stubborn, 20.
But the match was by no means finished. Pte.
Coldman had suddenly become indisposed when he was
due to bat, but greatly to his credit went to the wicket
as last man, accompanied by a runner. For a sick man
he batted most pluckily, and delighted everybody by
twice lifting Major Grace over the trees. Sgt. Hubbard
was also playing the bowling with ever increasing
confidence, and hit Cpl. Jones to the leg boundary to
put his side within 27 runs of victory. The next ball he
received, however, was "one on the Bakerloo line" and
all was over. The last pair had batted most entertain
ingly to add 30 runs.
In conclusion, the match was noteworthy for the high
standard of fielding on both sides. As can be seen, out
of the twenty wickets which fell in the game, no less
than nine of them were caught.
Buffs "B"
Sgt. Richards, c Villhaber, b Hubbard
Cpl. Weatherall, lbw, b Hubbard
...
Major Grace, c Villhaber, b Hubbard ...
Major Lewis, c Morgan, b Morris
...
Captain Watts, c Morris, b Hubbard ...
Pte. Pedder, b Hubbard
...
...
Pte. Keary, b Hubbard ...
...
...
2/Lieut. Grugeon, lbw, b Hubbard ...
Captain Iliffe, c Mitchell, b Hubbard ...
Cpl. Jones, lbw, b Hubbard
...
...
Pte. Fuller, not out
...
...
...
Extras (b 4, 1b 2, nb 4) ...
...
Total

17
1,0
25
39
0
0
8
5
0
5
0
10

...119

Bowling.—Hubbard 17.13509, Morris 152501,
Gwinnell 2090.
Buffs "A"
Captain Morgan, c Grace, b Fuller
... 20
Sgt. Villhaber, c Watts, b Grace
... 2
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, lbw, b Fuller ...
... 18

THE
Lieut. Thorneycroft, c Grace, b Fuller
0
L/Cpl. Morris, b Grace ...
...
...
5
Major Yates, c Grace, b Jones ...
..
4
Lieut.Colonel Parry, b Grace ...
...
2
Bdsm. Mitchell, b Jones...
...
...
5
Pte. Fenson, lbw, b Jones
...
...
0
Sgt. Hubbard, b Jones ...
...
... 20
Pte. Coldman, not out ...
...
... 16
Extras (1b 1)
... 1
Total

...

...

...

... 93
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Buffs "B"
Sgt. Richards, b Shimmons
Captain Watts, lbw, b Thomas
Lieut. Thorneycroft, b Thomas
Major Lewis, c Allen, b Thomas
2/Lieut. West, b Thomas
2/Lieut. Gillum, b Thomas
Cpl. Edwards, not out ...
Cpl. Jones, c Shimmons, b Thomas
2/Lieut. Mullins, b Hailing
Sgt. Hubbard, run out ...
...

3
19
13
3
33
18

0
0
5

2

0

3
99
CRICKET LEAGUE

Khartoum Cricket Club
Minor Units ...
R.A.F.
Buffs "A" ...
...
Buffs"B"

P.
8
8
8
8
8

W.
7
6
3
2
2

Buffs "A" v Khartoum C.C.
Played at South Barracks on 30th June
(Junior League)
Khartoum C.C.
Wakefield, b Fuller
Izmirlian, b Grace
Suggett, b Fuller
Owen, c Fuller, b Morris
Martin, c Grace, b Morris
Hales, c Mitchell, b Grace
Howes, b Fuller ...
Harrison, b Grace
Hughes, b Morris...
Simpson, not out
Tindell, b Grace ...
. Extras
...
Total

...

...

L. Points
1
14
2
12
4
6
6
4
5
4
5

and 1st July

... 5
... 35

... 26

1

...
2
... 32
... 18
... 15

...

0

...

3

...

8

...

0

... 145

Bowling.—Morris 3 for 66, Fuller 3 for 33, Grace 4 for
41.
Buffs "A"
Cpl. Weatherall, c Hales, b Izmirlian ...
5
Capt. Mbrgan, c Tindall, b Suggett ... 30
Bdsm. Mitchell, lbw, b Suggett
... 3
L/Cpl. Gwinnell, run out
...
...
2
Major Grace, b Suggett ...
... . ...
4
L/Cpl: Morris, c Hales, b Suggett
...
2
Lieut.Col. Parry, b Suggett ...
... 18
Sgt. Lyons, c Simpson, b Howes
... 6
Major Yates, c Wakefield, b Owen ... 3
2/Lieut. Grugeon, not out
...
... 4
Pte. Fuller, b Suggett ...
...
... 4
Extras
...
...
...
... 15
Total

96

Bowling.—Suggett 6 for 36, Izmirlian 1 for 13, Howes
1 for 9, Owen 1 for 24.
Khartoum C.C. won by 49 runs
Buffs "B" v R.A.F.
Played at R.A.F. Station, Khartoum on 30th June and
1st July (Junior League) /

, Thomas
6 for 35, Hailing 2 for 32.
R.A.F.
Barton, c Richards,
Richards, b Hubbard
11
U
Shimmons, c Richards, b Thorneycroft
66
Rose, b Hubbard...
8
Simonds, not out
out
9
Challon, c Green, b Hubbard ...
0
Hayter, lbw, b Hubbard
0
Thomas, not out...
4
Extras
10
Total (5 wickets)
108
Bowling.—Hubbard 4 for 34, West 0 for 6, Gillum
0 for 47, Thorneycroft 1 for 11.
R.A.F. won by 5 wickets
Buffs "B" v Khartoum C.C.
Played at South Barracks on 22nd July (Junior Knock
Out)
Buffs "B"
Sgt. Richards, b Suggett
...
... 0
L/Cpl. Weatherall, b Suggett ...
... 11
Capt. W?tts, b Suggett ...
...
... 3
Major Grace, b Suggett
... 26
Major Lewis, b Suggett ...
...
... 1
2/Lieut. West, b Doughty
...
... 10
2/Lieut. Gillum, b Tindell
...
...
7
Pte. Peddar, st Burridge, b Doughty ... 0
Pte. Kearey, c Suggett, b Tindell
... 13
Cpl. Jones, not out
... 3
Pte. Fuller, c Suggett, b Elliott
... 5
Extras
...
...
...
... 1
Total

80

Bowling.—Suggett 5 for 21, Elliot 1 for 29, Doughty
2 for 15, Tindell 2 for 14.
Khartoum C.C.
Burridge, not out
54
Dickenson, b Jones
9
...
Elliot, not out
4
Extras
14
Total (1 wicket)

81

Bowling.—Fuller 0 for 8, Gillum 0 for 7, Grace 0 for 41,
Jones 1 for 11.
Khartoum C.C. won by 9 wickets
Sergeants' Mess
Among the new arrivals in the battalion this month
we have W.O. I Morgan (R.A.E.C.), to whom we extend
a hearty greeting and sincerely hope that his stay with
us in Khartoum will be a happy one.
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Torrential rain began to fall midmonth, making the
whole area for miles around a replica of the Atlantic.
At various strategic points inside the Sergeants' quarters,
one could observe buckets and tins of all shapes and
sizes being used in a vain attempt to keep both kit and
floor dry, and we hear that "Legs" Diamond volunteered
the loan of his size "14" Hobnails as temporary water
transport. Up to the time of going to press, however,
there has been no reports of anyone taking him up on
his offer.
On Wednesday the 19th we were treated to the first
of a series of Band Concerts. The whole affair was a
great success despite the uncertainty of the weather.
It was obvious from the beginning that much hard work
had been put into it by the Bandmaster and others,
both in preparation and practice. Roll on concert num
ber two.
After long hours of study and hard work on the Unit
Cadre Course, Sgt. Richards has been selected to attend
a W/T. Course at Hythe. If the meteorological officer's
reports can be relied upon, it looks as though Frank will
have to take swimming lessons if he hopes to make it on
time.
A new craze in the field of sport for the Mess members
is tennis. Such famous and brilliant players like
"Gorgeous Gussie Adams" are a credit to the game.
Judging by the variety of dress on the courts, I should
think that even Wimbledon would take second place
in comparison.
The annual T.A.B. inoculations put many of the
members on their backs this month. It is hard to say
whether it was the needle which kept them in bed or the
thought of having their meals served to them there.
Anyhow, we are glad to say that their smiling faces can
be seen around the bar once more. Our Mess Caterer,
Sgt. Larkins, has been packing up for weeks now,
hoping upon hope that the next boat will be his ; the
latest news broadcast, however, seems to have damped
his spirits somewhat. Never mind, Larry, the next
fifteen years will be worse.
Congratulations to "Pen Pusher Colin", on passing his
1st Class Education Examination, and also to our hard
working Weapon Training W.O. II on passing the first
part of the Exam. To the members who just failed to
get through, we wish them the best of luck next time
and feel certain they will get through. We are sure that
the "inspiration" for a very popular song now being sung
in the Mess belongs to one of the C.S.M.'s. The only
thing is that the title should now read "Ghost Walkers
in the Night". Snooker is still very popular with Mess
members despite the "Day of Reckoning" at the end
of the month. By eavesdropping on the conversation
between opponents you can hear such remarks as "it's
tilting to the left" or "Look at it Rolling Off". A blind
man might well interpret these phrases as either feeble
excuses for bad shots or a brilliant game being played
on a "Bibby Line" Trooper. Anyhow, all have to be
learners at one time or another.
Who was the C/Sergeant who attempted to collect a
set of snooker balls for his own private use ? It's alright,
"Topper", we appreciate your absentmindedness at
11 p.m. on certain nights.

Corporals' Club
Unlike the weather, the Corporals' Club has not been
very active during the past month. In fact, the active
participation of the Club in any event has been nil.
This is a sorry admission, but lamentably it is the truth.

The trouble with this coming generation, of which
I am a member, is that in but very few cases they want to
be spoonfed. They take it for granted that something
will be provided for them, and if there is nothing then
they unfortunately do absolutely nothing to remedy
the matter. It is one of the curses of this modern
industrial age, where for the sole effort of turning on a
switch, one's amusement for the evening is provided.
Or where every Saturday afternoon there is a football
match round the corner, and you hop on the 'bus and
see the match and return back home. Another case is the
nightly visit to the local pub. There is nothing wrong
with these events, if they were put in their proper place,
but unfortunately they are done to "pass away the
time". In this short life of ours, where there is so much
that could be done and so little time in which to do it,
it is a disheartening thought that 80 per cent, of the
community are only interested in "passing the time".
Whilst one lives in a parochial atmosphere, and
remains there, nothing appears to be amiss, and life
runs very smoothly and effortlessly. But the snag comes
when one is catapulted into the world at large, and even
more so when you find yourself in one of the "back
waters" of the world.
Khartoum could be described as a "backwater",
especially where the social side of life is concerned, but
there are numerous trips to take and sights to see.
The Sudan, and Khartoum especially, is rich in history—
especially military history—and lectures about it and
visits to the places of interest could be made more of.
Weekend trips could be organised to points of
interest, such as the dam at Jebel Aulia.
A great amount could be learnt from studying the
economy of the natives of the Sudan, and in particular
those who have their habitations around Khartoum and
Omdurman. Few and far between are the European
peoples who can witness present day and primitive
existence going on side by side. If we take the simple
irrigation systems of these agricultural peoples, the
fundamental system of operation is exactly the same as
in the most uptodate irrigation system in the world.
With these points in mind, perhaps the Corporals'
Club, in its last few months here, can get down to doing
something interesting and worthwhile. Something that
they will be able to treasure for the remainder of their
lives.
"A" Company
Throughout this month we all enjoyed the cooler
weather ; indeed, towards the end of the month it was a
regular occurrence to wake up in the mornings with the
rain pouring down outside and with the happy thought
of no P.T. However the rain, although delaying our
departure to Gebeit for some time, has barely interfered
with sport or training. In both the cricket and water
polo for the Harris Shield we have managed to play
all our scheduled matches and have had a certain
amount of success.
We started off the cricket season with two very
valuable wins against the formidable "H" and "Q"
Company teams. "Q" we defeated by six wickets after
a very lively match, and "H" we defeated by 40 runs.
We hear that this win caused great consternation in
the battalion. Against "S" Company and "C" Company
we were not so fortunate. "C" Company defeated us
by 40 runs and we just lost to "S" Company by 6 runs.
We were perhaps unlucky to be without 2/Lieut.
Mullins and Pte. Green from these matches ; they might
just have tipped the scale in the "S" Company game.
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"G" Coy. at Gebeit, seated in front of the Regimental Crest made
by them during their three months tour on detachment
L/Cpl. Morris was our mainstay in all these matches
both with his bowling and his succession of good scores.
Our waterpolo team, captained by Cpl. Flannigan
and ably backed by Pte. Pellant, has won three matches
and lost one in the Harris Shield. "Q" Company un
fortunately beat us by 2 goals to 3 after a very close
game, and it will be interesting to see what the result
will be when we play them a second time. "S" Company
and "C" Company provided no difficulties for the team ;
scores of 5—0, 4—0 and 5—0 explain themselves.
Company training has been very spasmodic this
month ; for the last few days we were preparing to
move and little training was done, though we managed
to get the whole company through live PIAT firing and
grenade throwing. Preparing for guards and drill have
been the other main pastimes. Four N.C.O.'s (Cpls.
Jones, Broomhead, Page and Partington) passed through
the Unit W.T. Course ; their knowledge should prove
invaluable at Gebeit when we start Rifle and L.M.G.
classification.
An advance party consisting of 2/Lieut. MonckMason,
C/Sgt. Baxter and fourteen other ranks departed for
Gebeit on the 16th July ; they were lucky to get there
before the bad weather. We hope to be seeing them
again soon, weather permitting.

raised the "A" Company score to 75. The fielding on the
whole was good and Fleet caught three excellent
catches. Let us hope that this will be the first of a run
of successes in the company cricket.
One cannot report so favourably on water polo.
The loss of Ptes. Broome and Roberts is sorely felt and
we have not won a game since they left, although on
occasions we have pressed our opponents hard. The
Swimming Gala is the next aquatic event and we are
hopeful of some success in this. Basket ball and volley
ball matches are also imminent.
We lost several valuable members of the company
on the last boat, including especially Sgt. Lyons and
Ptes. Nicholls 920, Kelly, Roberts and Broome. With
them went a batch of National Service soldiers who
had joined us in Hong Kong. These were a particularly
good lot of men and we would like to see more soldiers
of their calibre. Cpls. Ivory and Nobes are about to
leave on a small arms course at Hythe, a welldeserved
reward for their work out here.
2/Lieut. West had an energetic fortnight in Asmara,
so he tells us. The object of his trip was apparently the
pursuit of Shifta. Both he and 2/Lieut. Gillum were
attached to "C" Company, 1/S.W.B. The honour of
this company was upheld as the platoon 2/Lieut. West
was with actually captured a wounded Shifta and saw
some others.

"C" Company
Outstanding among the sporting events this month was
the Harris Shield cricket match against "A" Company,
hitherto undefeated and confident of victory. "C"
Company's chances were considered slight for the side
was depleted, 2/Lieut. West being away in Asmara and
Sgt. Lyons on his way home to England. "G" Company
batted first and thanks to Lieut. Thorneycroft (27)
and Ptes. Fenson (20) and Fuller (17), compiled the
formidable score of 115 to the delight of "C" Company
supporters. Pte. Fuller was in fine bowling form when
"A" Company went in to bat and took 9 wickets for 27
runs. Pte. Simpson distinguished himself first by hitting
the only six of the game and secondly, as wicket
keeper, conceding only one bye. Only determined
resistance from Major Cundy Cooper and Pte. Green

Support Company
COMPANY H.Q.
The headquarters and companyemployed personnel
have indeed shown themselves, in spite of office jobs,
etc., very adequate as regards sport. Cpl. Smewin
(Orderly Sergeant), the Company Water Polo Coach and
Captain, is very pleased with his team to date. The
team consists of Ptes. Mitchell, Gwilliams, Weale, Gray
(75), L/Cpl. McGonigal, Cpl. Adams and 2/Lieut.
Grugeon. The team's position in the League at present
is third, behind "Q" and "A" respectively.
Basket Ball again sees Company H.Q. well to the
fore. The team consists of Pte. Bridle (Captain), Ptes.
Wildish, Bujakowski, Dowling and Cpl. Bonus. We have
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two more matches yet to play in the Harris Shield
Competition, both of which are against "B" Company,
who are at present on detachment at Gebeit.
For practice we obtained in the past fortnight two
friendly matches with "H" Company. Results : one
win, one loss. The team's position in the league is third.
Our first cricket match has taken place, leaving
"S" Company the winner over "A" Company by 6 runs.
Company H.Q. representatives in this match were
Major P. J. Lewis, C/Sgt. Fagg and Cpl. Smewin. They
knocked up a total aggregate of 43 runs, Major Lewis
getting 42 of them ! C.S.M. Excell could be seen relaxing
in a wicker armchair/supporting the team to the best
of his ability.
Recently, owing to the acute shortage of manpower in
the Rifle Companies, "Sp" Company has been called
upon for Duty Company for one week in every three.
We are pleased to announce, after our first attempt,
that we came through with flying colours ; this was as
expected of course. In closing these notes, we wish all
old and serving members of "Sp" Company H.Q. the
very best of luck, wherever they may be.
M.M.G. PLATOON
This month has been slightly off the beaten track.
The first week was carried out in the normal manner.
The second and third weeks were interrupted by spells
of rain. Between the showers we tried to pass the platoon
out on their Ts.O.E.T., but this was not too successful
owing to the damp sand jamming the tripods. But con
sidering the conditions, some good times were recorded.
The last week we were given the honour of carrying
out the tasks of Duty Company. Some men found
themselves up to all hours of the night preparing for
Battalion H.Q. Guard. Considering this was the first
time we had done duty company, some very smart
guards were turned out.
L/Cpl. Fuller met with an accident whilst doing
P.T. and broke his small finger. This has brought him
much joy because, as he is'waiting for the next boat,
his Python being up, he considers himself "Civvy,
attached" !
In the entertainments line the platoon enjoyed a
very smooth trip in the Kaid's launch up the Blue Nile.
SPORT

In our last notes we reported that we were about to
play the Signal Platoon in the final of the InterPlatoon
Cricket Competition. We are glad to say that we won the
match and thereby gained our revenge for the defeat at
the Signals' hands in the volley ball final. A photograph
of the team is shown.
In our first match of the Harris Shield Competition
versus "A" Company, in which the platoon was well
represented, Pte. Pedder was largely responsible for the
collapse of "A" Company's batting hopes, though he was
well supported by our other platoon star bowler, Pte.
Green.
MORTAR PLATOON

The first thing to mention is the rain. Yes, it does
actually rain here and in so doing the weather has
become cooler and training is much more comfortable.
We have had a respite from training for the past week
as the company, now being taken for duty, has had to
find the Battalion H.Q. Guard. As usual the Mortars

gave of their best and the rainy days have been taken up
by getting their kit up to standard.
We have also taken part in a demonstration in con
junction with the R.A.F.
The PI. has said goodbye to L/Cpl. Watts, who left
us on completion of his Python tour. We wish him good
luck in his new surroundings. Pte. Weale also left us,
but on arrival at Port Sudan was unable to embark
owing to the boat being filled to capacity. He was
therefore returned to Khartoum and is now waiting for
the next boat. In the near future the PI. loses Ptes.
Cock and Richards on Python and Ptes. Gambrill,
Mitchell and Howlett, who have completed their
National Service engagement.
Cpl. Ellis and L/Cpl. McGonigal have just completed
a Weapon Training Cadre within the battalion and,
having both acquired excellent results, their convers
ations are of smaller weapons. One point of interest
worth mentioning is that when the platoon was digging
a mortar pit in the Burri Area, having dug down about
two feet, it came across a main water pipe, resulting in
a section of the pit haying to be left unfinished. Com
ment from Sgt. Noy *. "Well, I'm d—d ! All the desert
to choose from and I had to choose this spot. By the
way, he is still trying to instil into us the correct method
of using a pick, the rhythm being, we understand, strike,
break, rake.
The Company Commander's room inspection continues
to be carried out on Saturday mornings and the Shield
up to the present has been awarded to the Mortar
Platoon four times out of six. We have let the A/Tk.
Platoon have it twice : it encourages them, and gives us
a bit of competition. Cpl. Proud has written to us and
is busy training young Buffs. We are pleased he has
settled down in his new environment.
We send our heartiest congratulations to our late
Platoon Commander, Captain D. P. R. Barrett, on his
forthcoming marriage. He is at present on a course in
the U.K.—Domestic Warfare, no doubt!

ANTITANK PLATOON

The main event of the month was an air support
demonstration in which "Sp" Company carried out the
role of enemy ground forces. In spite of popular opinion,
Sgt Price failed to blow himself up, 2/Lieut. Grugeon
did not fall out of his jeep, and, alas ! our gallant R.S.O.
remained astride his motor cycle despite the repeated
attempts of several M.T. drivers to unseat him ! Loss
of prestige was suffered when one of our guns had to be
towed by a 3tonner whilst Whiddett once again pro
duced a highly technical excuse for the failure of his
Oxford !
Set Richards has returned to the fold, having done
extremely well on a Unit W/T. Cadre, and is now
anxiously awaiting a boat for U.K. He has been selected
for a Platoon Weapons Course at Hythe.
L/Cpl. Single and Pte. McSweeney have now returned
from a spell in hospital; the latter is off to Asmara on
sick leave providing "Washouts" allow.
Relaxation was provided by a "Cruise" up the Blue
Nile aboard the Kaid's launch, and the platoon, under
Sgt. Brice's doubtful care, spent the whole Sunday
afloat. By all accounts many must have friends in the
cookhouse, as there was no lack of food.
The Harris Shield Competitions are the key words in
sport at present; our positions in basket ball, water polo
and cricket give hope to the most pessimistic among us.
With "B" Company's return from Gebeit, we have
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two matches to play in the Basket Ball League, and it is
hoped we may rise from our present position of third.
Cricket results cannot be prophesied, but our win against
"A" Company gives us encouragement, whilst water
polo is showing steady improvement under Cpl. Smewin.
So far we have played 5 and won 3.

heated arguments over the merits of the Winch Truck
versus the Armoured Cars. We withhold all opinions on
this subject till a later and safer date. On the whole,
this has been a quiet and uneventful month so, owing to
the lack of news, we will bring these notes to a close.

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

Since we last sent our notes in we have had a few
changes. We would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Cpl. Moyes on his promotion to Drum
Major and to wish him the best of luck in the future.
Several of the Drummers have been in hospital, including
the DrumMajor, but after a spot of leave in Asmara they
are back again to make a reasonably large Corps of
Drums again.
We welcome a new lad to our fold, Pte. Dipper of
"A" Company. He is a Regular and we hope he will
be with us for some time. He can be heard in the late
afternoons blowing his lungs out on the flute in an effort
to make the grade. Two of our best Drummers, Bullen
and Epps, left us on the 8th July for England, and we
confess they are a great loss, both in instrumental skill
and their cheerful good humour. Drummers Tattam and
Duffy also left, but when they found there was no room
on the boat they had to return to Khartoum. We
sympathise with them but are particularly glad to see
them back as we are all working hard for a big Retreat
Beating to be held on 9th August at the Gordon Memorial
in Khartoum, and their prowess on drum and flute will
help to boost up the parade.
Guard mounting still goes on on alternate days with
the Band, and we all look a lot smarter now that we
have our new red hats to wear.
Cpl. Simmonds has been giving valuable assistance
to the Sudan Defence Force by teaching the arts of
Drum Work to their newlyformed Pipes and Drums.
Well done, Cpl. Simmonds.

THE DRUMS

The last few weeks have brought a change in the
weather—it is now cooler and very much wetter. Need
less to say, the Orderly Room staff, working in hot,
celllike offices, welcomed the cool part, but did not
appreciate the leaking roofs. Willcox, for the first time
in six months, actually did some manual work and
got down to clearing and cleaning up the offending parts.
There have been several games of volleyball between
us and the Signals, all very enjoyable and wellplayed.
At the moment our rivals have the better of us, but only
just. With a little more practice we shall soon be
showing our superiority.
With the exception of "Tummy" Wright, all the staff
pull their weight in these games, with Hinton very much
to the fore.
Our keen basket ball player, Hoskins, is giving us the
benefit of his experience and coaching us in this game.
We are hoping soon to be in a position to challenge the
allpowerful Regimental Band !
Cpl. Edwards has suffered a severe shock in the know
ledge that he is now eligible for guards. However, by
delving back to the dim, dark days he may remember
what happens on these awful occasions. We hope so.
And so, upon this note of doubt and uncertainty, the
writer, author, inventor, or whatever he may be called,
declares these notes for July to be closed.

M.T. PLATOON
Once again here we are with all available M.T. "gen".
First, we have lost Pte. Dunne to a V.M.'s Course in
Egypt; we wish him the best of luck. This month we
have also lost several drivers who are now on their way
home, Ptes. Agar, Rivers, Holloway, Palmer and
Worthington being the lucky ones. All of them, no
doubt, are insisting on the "Mr." prefix to their names !
L/Cpl. Young is still in England, though his course
finished some weeks ago, and we are still wondering
how long it will be before he is back in his rightful place
on the M.T. Not long, we hope.
We are pleased to note Pte. Hunt's appointment to
LanceCorporal. He has taken over the course owing to
L/Cpl. (Mogadishu) Smith being "Time X". Our
heartiest congratulations to both.
This coming month we lose Cpl. Joynes, who after
3£ years' faithful service with the M.T. is now bound for
old "Blighty's" shore. We are pleased to relate that
Sgt. Partridge reached Gebeit after an uneventful trip.
Even the deep air pockets over that happy sanctuary
did not stop him from making a good landing. We send
him our kindest regards and hope he gets some good
photos up there.
We are glad to greet Sgt. Press after his leave in
Asmara. His return was made under rather strange
circumstances but once again the M.T. got down to
work. A little deviation from the normal course of
events was presented this month when the M.T. Platoon
turned out with its trucks to offer itself as a target for
the local "Bird Man", Since that time there have been

,

ADMINISTRATION PLATOON

Now that we are almost at the end of July, we are able
to record some of the activities of the platoon to date.
The beginning of the month saw the departure of
Cpl. Adams, our Pioneer Platoon Corporal, who has
returned to England after completing his Python tour.
With him go all the best wishes of the staff ; some of us
hope to see him again in the near future.
New arrivals to the platoon are Pte. Shields from the
M.C.E. Staff, Pte. Eaton (Romeo) from "B" Company,
who is to relieve Pte. Harris as Quartermaster s despatch
clerk, Cfn. Millen, who is Assistant Armourer to Sgt.
Adams, and Pte. Reed to the Pioneer Platoon. Whilst
on the subject of the Pioneer Platoon, we may as well
mention that three of its members are now sporting an
arm in plaster of Paris, namely Ptes. Tyler, Reed and,
very appropriately, Plaster !
As for sport, we have very little to report, except that
we would like to congratulate Captain Watts on his
good performances in the battalion cricket team, and
Lieut. Squire for his good work in the "Q" Company
water polo team, and keeping them at the top of the
league.
Sgt. Bednell has once again taken the heavy burden
of A/R.Q.M.S. on to his shoulders owing to the R.Q.M.S.
being at Gebeit to supervise the handing over of the
Barracks from "B" Company to "A" Company, Owing
to the rain we have had of late, trains have been unable
to run and the change over has not taken place, and we
gather that the R.Q,M,S, is having a wellearned rest,
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L/Cpl. Wilson is attending a Physical Training
Refresher Course in the mornings, and it would be quite
wrong to say that he looks perfectly fit on his return.
We wish to congratulate Pte. Reeves on his recent
appointment to L/Cpl. : he is now N.C.O. i/c Pioneer
Platoon. Unfortunately he was admitted to hospital
last week, but we hope that his stay there will be short
and that he will soon be back with us again.
Very little is seen of the personnel that make up
Company H.Q., especially early in the mornings. We
are not inclined to believe the individual who stated
that they are a very busy bunch of chaps.
L/Cpl. Jones and Pte. Stokes are both counting the
days to their Python date, and have both adopted that
"Time X" feeling. Cheer up, lads, it isn't long now.
In drawing these notes to a close, we would like to
wish all exmembers of the staff all the very best,
wherever they may be.
SIGNAL PLATOON

Rain. I know that all other contributors to this
issue will mention it, but let us hope that their reports
will not clash too much, or that this one at least is
different.
Sport at the moment, while not at a standstill, has
slowed down considerably. Recently InterPlatoon
Leagues in basketball, volleyball and cricket have been
held, and this is the moment to herald in the Signal
Platoon.
In basketball we reached the final only to go down in
a glorious battle with No. 3 Platoon, defeated by four
points. The volleyball we won. Apart from the threat
of the M.M.G. Platoon there was really little doubt as
to the final result.
The cricket was won by the M.M.G.'s. Signals again
reached the final. For the winners it was a very decisive
victory and more than recompensed them for their
defeat at volleyball.
At the beginning of the month three platoon members
of very long standing left for the U.K. Sgt. "Iska"
Wright, L/Cpl. "Olley" Hibburd, and Pte. Fred
Coppard. Sgt. Wright was almost a legendary figure.
It is believed the platoon was built round him sometime
in '47. "Olley" Hibburd was as popular as anyone
could wish to be. Fred Coppard was just about the
hardestworking member of the platoon, which is about
as good a compliment as any. The platoon wish the
three of them success always.
As the result of an examination held recently, the
following are now Regimental Signallers :—Ptes.
Sweeney, Cheek, Bean, Futter, Hollands, Waas and
McCallum. They are now entitled to wear "Crossed
Flags" on their left arms and a superior air.
Our R.S.O. is now Unit Messing Officer—and very
successful too.
I find that apart from my opening paragraph I haven't
mentioned rain—no doubt you have found this a relief !
THE BAND

This month has been one of work and achievement.
Under the able baton of Mr. Sharpe, our new Band
master, we gave a concert in South Barracks on July 19th
that was a credit to the superb musicianship of our
conductor and to the working abilities of the Band as a
whole. The programme was definitely one of the finest
ever undertaken by this Band and was greatly
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Beneath Bell Harry
Canterbury
* year
is
clearly
divided into two. One
half if spent in making
preparations for the
Cricket Week, the
other in recovering
from the exertions of
the Week. We are
now embarked on the
second half of the
year.
This year's Week is
one that will certainly
be remembered when
others are forgotten.
Apart from a shower of rain on the Wednesday,
the weather was perfect, and the St. Lawrence
Ground was at its brightest and gayest. More
important even than, that, the gladiators them
selves obliged. Not only did Wright bowl
splendidly in his benefit match, but Ames chose
the last day of the Week on. which to join, the
select band of masters who have scored a
hundred hundreds, and at the same time to
bring for Kent a great and exciting win over
Middlesex. While many were disappointed
that Ames did not achieve this feat on a day
when the crowd was of a size worthy to acclaim
him, we ourselves were thankful that this great
day's cricket took place on the one day on. which
it was possible seriously to watch the play.
Our tent was, as usual, the centre of the
social scene, and as tightpacked as ever. Many
old acquaintances were renewed and new
ones made. Among the guests we entertained
were MajorGeneral Kimmins, the new District
Commander, and MajorGeneral Gregson Ellis,
the former District Commander, who is now
living in retirement in East Kent.
The following were amongst those who attended :—
Brigadier and Mrs. J. F. Whitacre Allen, Miss Whitacre
Allen, Mr. A. J. Whitacre Allen, Mrs. A. S. K. Anderson
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. E. V. Argles, Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. J. G. Atkinson, Major J. S. Blanford, Miss
L. M. Blanford, Captain W. G. Blaxland, Major C.
Bossom, Major E. P. C. Bruce, Major and Mrs. G. A.
E. Chapman, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. D. C. Coates,
Major A. E. Colley, Captain H. A. Collins, Major and
Mrs. B. H. Craig, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs H. L.
Cremer, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. Crookenden,
Major R. W. Edmeades, Mrs. H. Findlay, Major and
Mrs. P. R. H. Fox, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. R. S. I.
Friend, Miss A. Friend, Mr. A. Friend, Major and Mrs.
I. Friend, Miss A. Friend, Miss J. Friend, Miss L. Friend,
Miss S. Friend, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. G. Friend, Major
Hon. and Mrs. P. Greenway, Captain G. Hadshar,
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. G. F. Hamilton, Major and Mrs.
G. R. D. Hews, Colonel J. V. R. Jackson, Miss E.
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Jackson, Miss H. Jackson, Major H. Jackson, Mr. J.
Jackson, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. J. E. King, Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. H. S. Knocker, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
L. W. Lucas, Lieut.Colonel G. L. Lushington, Hon.
% Lady LyndenBell, Miss V. LyndenBell, Lieut.Colonel
and Mrs. P. T. G. LyndenBell, Major and Mrs. A. E.
Majendie, Mr. A. Mauduit, Captain and Mrs. G. P.
Mount, Captain V. Newcome, Mrs. E. C. Norman,
Major D. P. H. Norris, Major and Mrs. L. F. Parratt,
Mrs. F. W. B. Parry, Miss S. Parry, Major A. J. Peareth,
Major and Mrs. J. T. R. Prestige, Lieut.Colonel and
Mrs. T. R. Reid, Brigadier N. D. Rice, Mrs. E. M.
Ronald, Mr. M. Rose, MajorGeneral Hon. and Mrs. G.
Scarlett, Major H. B. Shorter, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
L. Howard Smith, Major and Mrs. A. J. Smithers, Col.
T. H. Spear, Mr. and Mrs. R. A. StratfordTuke, Major
and Mrs. A. J. H. Taylor, Major N. G. H. Taylor, Major
F. W. Tomlinson, Colonel and Mrs. C. R. Tuff, Major
C. Tuff, Captain and Mrs. W. J. Tyrrell, Captain and
Mrs. N. G. Wale, Major and Mrs. R. W. M. Webster,
Major and Mrs. A. A. West, Mrs. P. Whigham, Lieut.
Colonel and Mrs. J. R. Willows, Miss R. . Willows,
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. C. E. Wilson, Captain A. F. P.
Wilson, Mr. P. F. Wilson, Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. C. J.
Wood.

This month we say goodbye to Major G. A.
Ricketts, who is retiring after 36 years' service,
on. reaching the age limit. The Powersthatbe
may be right in laying down an age beyond
which soldiers are considered to be too old
for further service, but in his case they are
certainly wrong, as he is as active and spruce
as a twoyearold. Made Quartermaster of the
1st Battalion just before the War, he served
with it throughout the Desert campaign and
nearly all the Italian campaign. He came to
the Depot in 1946. A large number of people,
from the Grass Widow in her quarter to the
Adjutant in his office, will greatly miss the
helping hand he has always so willingly given.
Major Ricketts will be living in Canterbury,
and we wish him the best of success in his new
job. A small dinner party was held in his
honour in the Officers' Mess on 1st August.

The Old Stagers were hard at it again, putting
on Yes and No and The Poison Pen. On
Epilogue Night the part of the "Spirit of Kent"
was taken by Mrs. Craig, whose performance
satisfied the severest of critics and richly
deserved the applause it drew.

Sergeants' Mess
Although we expect that a full account of Remem
brance Sunday will be printed elsewhere in The Dragon,
our letter would not be completed without a few
observations on this allimportant Regimental Gathering.
The day opened dull and cloudy, but as the morning
passed this changed to warm sunshine. Contingents
from all branches of the Past and Present Association
were on parade, and with serving members from the
Depot The Buffs, 4/5th Battalion, and H.C.B.T.B.
there were just over 350 on the march to and from the
Cathedral. Special mention must be made of the three
Chelsea Pensioners who arrived to attend the Service of
Remembrance, Sgt. Pullinger and Pensioners Norman
and Woods. Our congratulations go out for the fine
military spirit of these grand old veterans who annually
turn up for Buffs Sunday. Their scarlet jackets and fine
display of medals was a pleasing sight, and one realised
how true is the old adage that "old soldiers never die".
The Service was a memorable one, and many compli
ments were passed on the rendering of Chopin's Funeral
March by the Band of the Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment. It is only on occasions such as these
that the sounding of the "Last Post" and "Reveille"
brings home to us the significance and impressiveness
of the ageold calls.
After the Service, MajorGeneral Hon. Gerald Scarlett
laid a wreath in front of the Book of Life. Other wreaths
were laid by branches of the Past and Present.
The March Past the Colonel of the Regiment was a
brave sight, and one could feel the pride of Regiment
in the steps of the soldiers from two Great Wars.
The afternoon was successful, and all appeared to
have an enjoyable time. The W.O.'s and Sergeants
operated a bar in a double store tent complete with
enclosure. Here we had many happy reunions, and
heard numerous tales of "the good old days". The
Band and Drums of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment gave us the pleasure of that ever popular
spectacle, the Beating of Retreat. We congratulate
them on a fine performance, which was enjoyed by the
many hundreds present. So passed the 1950 Remem
brance Sunday, the annual function which proves the
spirit of Buff comradeship, and upholds the traditions
of the 3rd: of Foot.
Continued on p. 167

On the Tuesday of the Week, the Canterbury
Cricket Week Ball was held in the Gymnasium,
in aid of the Alford Aid Society and Regimental
Charities. The Gymnasium was beautifully
decorated by a band of gallant ladies and once
again refreshment was served in a vast marquee.
Well over five hundred people attended, nearly
all of whom paid to come in. The success of
the evening was a great tribute to the unflagging
efforts of Mr. & Mrs. J. R. G. Friend, Secretaries
of the Committee
To conclude the Week, the Annual Service of
Remembrance was held in Canterbury
Cathedral, followed by the usual gathering at the
Depot. Three hundred and fifty members of
the Regiment paraded on the Old Depot
Square for the march, and after the service,
marched past the Colonel of the Regiment, who
was accompanied on the saluting base by the
Mayor of Canterbury. The Colonel of the
Regiment read the lesson, and the Rev. G. E.
McNeill, Senior Chaplain of Home Counties
District, gave the address. The Band and
Drums of the 1st Battalion Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment played us to and from the
Cathedral, and later in the day gave an excellent
performance in beating Retreat. We hope that
members of the Association present enjoyed the
day as much as we did, and should welcome any
suggestions for improvement in the arrange
ments anyone may wish to make.
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4th Battalion
W7ITH the coming of
July all thoughts have
been turned to Annual
Camp.
The Commanding Officer,
2 i/c and Adjutant, together
with two or three other
officers of the Battalion
have made many trips to
Stanford, sorting out ac
commodation and training
areas and it now appears
set for a very hard working
and interesting fourteen
days. Or, at least it would
have been, had it not been
found necessary at the last moment for the
Higher Authorities to decide that it was now
not possible for us to go to Stanford this year.
Instead we return once more to St. Martin's
Plain, Shorncliffe. Full details of this Camp
will appear in the next issue.
We are all very sorry to lose Major G. A. H.
Proctor to the Territorial Army Reserve of
Officers. He will be sadly missed. However,
we hope he will still be able to pay us an
occasional visit. We thank him very much
indeed for the hard work he did whilst serving
with this Battalion.
Captain Hannah is now back with us once
again and appears none the worse for his stay
in London. We are very pleased to see him
amongst us once again.

H.Q. Gompany (Canterbury)
Most of July has been taken up with preparation for
Annual Camp. Instructions have been issued as to
what to take and where to go and at what time, and we
hope that everything is well.keyed up for that occasion.
So far there will be no absentees from the company and
we are all looking forward to it.
During the month we were pleased to welcome five
National Servicemen to our company. They are Pte.
Fox, late of the Queen's ; Pte. Prior of the A.C.C. ; Pte.
Newport of the R.A.S.C. ; Pte. Downs of the R.A.M.C. ;
and Pte. White of R.E.M.E. Except Pte. Prior, who
remains in the A.C.C. attached to H.Q. Company, all
become Buffs, and it is with great pleasure that we
welcome them into the Regiment.
We were visited during the month by 15 National
Servicemen of the Royal Engineers stationed at Chatham.
The object of their visit was to show the National
Serviceman what the Territorial soldier does during the
twohour evening training period. On the evening of this
particular visit we were due to fire th6 S.M.C. on the
25yard range. To make it more interesting we decided
to make the training competitive and much to our
amazement our visitors won by the narrow margin of

one hit. We afterwards adjourned to the canteen, where
a'very enjoyable evening was had by all.
*4A" Gompany (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
The highlight of the last month has been the reporting
of our first contingent of National Servicemen, of which
three reported to Ramsgate and three to Margate. To
them we extend a hearty welcome and sincerely hope
that they will enjoy their stay with the company.
Sgt. Gabriel has returned from Germany, where he
was attached to a Service Battalion. His reports are
somewhat frightening for he states that for five con
tinuous nights he was out of barracks, training. On one
night he slept on the pavements in Berlin. Although
he has not said as much, he must be glad to exchange
these somewhat doubtful comforts for the more secure
ones to be found in Winstanley Crescent, Ramsgate.
Captain Balding has attended a Support Company
Commander's Course and thoroughly enjoyed himself.
On the social side we have had two visits from the
Royal Engineers at Chatham. On both occasions they
brought twelve National Servicemen due for discharge,
on a tour of inspection. After a talk by the Company
Commander they watched training being carried out
and toured the Drill Hall. A shooting match was then
arranged between teams from the visitors, the W.R.A.G.
(T.A.) and the company. The company finished easy
winners.
The second visit proved very interesting for the
company as the visitors gave us a demonstration of mine
detecting. This was very much appreciated.
During the visit of the naval craftBleasdale to Margate,
a social evening was arranged between the members of
the crew, the Royal Marines, the Margate Police, the
W.R.A.C. (T.A.) and ourselves. A shooting match was
arranged and considering that the Royal Marine team
consisted of all regular Marines and that Margate Police
are the Kent Champions, we did extremely well to
obtain second place. The Royal Marines finished the
winners with the phenomenal score of 268 out of a
possible 270, "A" Company second with 258 and the
Margate Police with 247. "A" Company team consisted
of Lieut. P. H. Klean, Sgts. Gabriel and Saunders, Cpl.
King, L/Cpl. James and Pte. Farrell.

"B" Gompany (Whitstable and Heme Bay)
The company welcomes A/Sgt. Saunders and Ptes.
Lake, Wellard and Whitcher, all National Servicemen, to
their midst. Pte. Lake was the first of the many we hope
to see during the next few years.
It is rumoured that an officers' weapon training class
is to be set up to teach Major Thome how to reassemble
a Bren and to instruct Lieut. Lewisin the art of shooting.
On Sunday, 23rd July, the company indulged in a
map reading exercise and although there was a certain
amount of "foot slogging", a good time was had by all.
Our Miniature Rifle Team fire against the Heme Bay
ExServicemen's Club and was narrowly defeated by
one point. However, we are quite confident that we shall
overcome all opposition and retain the Battalion
Miniature Range Trophy during the forthcoming year.
"D" Gompany (Folkestone)
A varied month alternating between dull and fine
weather, routine braining and spotlights^ Talking of
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spotlights, we hear that the O.C. left the drill hall one
evening on a training visit to the W.R.A.C. (T.A.) at
Shorncliffe dragging with him a very reluctant Captain
Hannah. We feel that such training visits should be a
part of the Training Programme and there is a strong
rumour that the C.S.M. has taken up the drill side of
W.R.A.C. training.
Not ALL training is done in Shorncliffe, of course.
The Company Commander has spent a week training
with the 1st Royal Fusiliers in Berlin. We are anxiously
awaiting a demonstration of the Cossack Crawl as the
almost certain result.
 We spent a day at Hythe shooting during the month,
but unfortunately the weather decided that it was NOT
the day and so our marksmanship suffered accordingly.
Another shooting programme, this time on the
Miniature Range, was organised when National Service
men who are due to join the T.A. within the next six
months came to see what the T.A. did and who were in
it. They seemed to be favourably impressed and came
across an unique event in their Army career, an
anonymous Major handing out free beer.
The Venetian Fete now looms large on our horizon.
It is long after parade hours, yet we still see the distant
figure of Cpl. Smith labouring on our exhibit. Amongst
a host of others, Sgt. Gilbert and L/Cpl. Longhurst have
distinguished themselves. Did someone say that Pte.
Chidwick looked Mongolian ?
We will have to look for entertainment information
to our Company Commander when we get to camp—he
did a recce of it recently. Do they sell XXX in Norfolk ?
"S" Gompany (Ashford and Granbrook)
With Annual Camp drawing very near, efforts have
been made to brush up on our antitank gun training at
Ashford and 3 in mortar training at Cranbrook. We are
very pleased to report satisfactory progress in both.
During the month we welcomed our first National
Service intake, namely Pte. Cox, late of the Royal Horse
Artillery ; Pte. Shorter, late of the R.A.M.C. ; and Pte.
Addy, of the A.C.C. We welcome them and hope that
they will have a long stay with us. We think that the
first impression was favourable and that perhaps soon
they will change to a volunteer.
We had an excellent evening miniature range shoot
against the British Legion at Ashford. Although we
lost, everyone really enjoyed themselves and we look
forward to more evenings like that during the coming
winter.
1st Battalion—The Band—continued from page 164
appreciated and enjoyed by all those present, both
civilians and servicemen alike.
Undoubtedly the two outstanding points were the
opening fanfare and march, and the singing of Major
Grace. The fanfare and the march were both composed
by Mr. Sharpe and showed true brilliance. They were
aptly named Joyeuse and With Buff and Blue. The
baritone songs of Major Grace were warmly applauded
and the tone and style of the periormer were that of a
first class professional artiste.
We also put on a dance band concert at the N.A.A.F.I.
Club during the month, but unfortunately the rain
butted in and we were forced to retire shortly after the
interval. Nevertheless, as usual we had a large and
appreciative audience and but for the rude interruption
of the rain, had a very successful evening. At the
moment we are awaiting the commencement of rehearsals
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for the Retreat Beating that we are to take part in early
in August,
That notorious character Pte. (exBandsman) Fisher,
of "B" Company, who left us about four months ago
with the primary intention of rapid promotion, has
apparently decided that a duty company is not the
place for him. We expect him back in our ranks shortly,
on his return from a local short course—at his own
request ! His abilities in most forms of sport will be
greatly welcomed as the basket ball team have the
Harris Shield Competition in the bag and the water polo
team are also meeting with great success. The latter
team, known as "Q" Company, are under the able
captaincy of Lieut. Squire.
The "big sweat" in the Band now is whether we shall
be home for Christmas ! As we expect and hope to play
a prominent part in Festival of Britain activities next
year, we have many serious hours of rehearsal in front
of us. So with Mr. Sharpe preparing us for even greater
efforts, we will sign off until the next issue.
B.B.H.—Sergeants' Mess—continued from page 165
And now to the Mess functions. The W.O.'s and
Sergeants' Ball on 15th July was most successful and
enjoyed by the many present. Bad weather prevented
the use of the exterior balcony with its coloured lights.
However, the interior decorations were very well done,
and Sgt. Shaw's work in producing a trellis fence com
plete with archway of roses was much appreciated.
We must also congratulate Mr. Haines on his excellent
floral display.
We welcome home three C/Sgts. (Bailey, Day and
Palmer), who are now awaiting postings. Since the last
letter there has not been any postings out. W.O.II
Champion goes to Shorncliffe this week, and he and
W.O.II Moore have recently put in some excellent work,
especially during the Canterbury Cricket Week. Sgt.
Paddy Mahon is still with us, and he too has been a
great asset in our recent pressure of work.
The Mess is still running very well, and of course we
have as guests the fine old soldiers from Chelsea men
tioned above. They are excellent company and their
tales of old most interesting, especially as they muse over
their pint pots and tell us when they bought their beer
at 6d. a quart. Sgt. PuJlinger celebrated his 76th birth
day on the 14th August. Pensioner Norman (that's
Ernie—he's only 81) is staying the week as a guest of
Sgt. and Mrs. Shaw. He still walks without a stick, is
straight in the back, and, bless him ! is never late for
bar opening.
While on the subject of veterans, and before closing
this article, we would like to convey our thoughts and
best wishes to Mr. (Sailor) Cooper, and our hopes that
he will soon be in better health. Mr. Cooper always
turned up for Remembrance Sunday, and there were
many enquiries about him.

D.G.M. League (London Branch)
AT 3.30 p.m. on Sunday, 24th September, 1950, this

League is holding a rally at Horse Guards' Parade,
Whitehall, prior to marching to the Cenotaph to lay a
wreath.
All ranks who were awarded the D.C.M. are invited
to this function. Those attending should notify Mr. R. J.
Hopkins, D.C.M., "Wayside", 8 Warley Road, Woodford
Green, Essex, before 15th September, 1950,

168

THE

DRAGON

Past and Present Association
Life Members
JULY 1ST—31ST, 1950
Sittingbourne Branch.—Wood, J. E., Kemp, W.
Weald Branch.—Bailey, A. J, (from A.M.).

Annual Members
JULY 1ST—31ST, 1950

Sittingbourne Branch.—Larkin, A., Crouch, W., Apps,
A. E., Apps, A., West, W.
Ramsgate Branch.—Edwards, D. C.
Heme Bay SubBranch.—Field, F. J.
Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War , 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
July, 1950, are :—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
... 46 15 7
World War 1939 Charitable Fund
48 9 9

The Buffs War Memorial Fund, 193945
DONATIONS

Medward Branch Ladies' Guild (Fair Linen)
Total to date, £3,235 15s. 7d.

£ s. d.
6 18 6

London Branch
A meeting of the London. Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 15th July, at the
"Prince Alfred" Restaurant, Tufton Street,
S.W.I, with Mr. R. W. Billings in the Chair.
SILENCE.—The Chairman asked the members
to stand in silence for one minute to the memory
of T. W. Ryalls, who had recently passed away
at his home in Scotland.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting which had been held on
20th May. It was proposed and seconded by
Mr. J. C. Annan and Mr. E. Jarvis that these
he confirmed.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—The Assistant Sec
retary read the orders and arrangements for
13th August. He stated that our coaches would
leave London sharp at 8.15 in the morning and
leave Canterbury at 6 p.m. on the return
journey. Before leaving in the morning
members would be asked how many would
like to stay in. Canterbury until 7 p.m. If
enough could be found to fill one coach seating
would be arranged accordingly.
FISHING.—The proposed interbranch Angling
Competition was discussed and put back until
the August Meeting,

DARTS.—The Assistant Secretary explained
his arrangements for the proposed visit to
Sittingbourne to play a local team.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—The collection
realised £1 8s. 6d.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
HERE AND THERE

We regret to record the passing of 6280376
S. C. Hubbard (Ginger), 1st and 2nd Battalions,
and of Dr. E. A. Eltham, 6550451, 2nd
Battalion.
We were pleased to have our President,
Major J. E. Enright, and VicePresident,
Captain G. J. Emery, with us at both our
committee and general meetings.
Colonel W. R. Orwin sends best wishes to
members of the Branch, especially Messrs.
Enright, Austin, Clayton and Manning. He
has recently spent a few days at Brighton
where he saw Bert Tester and sends a very good
report of him after his illness. We are pleased
to hear the good news.
Our Chairman, Mr. E. W. Tong, has been on
holiday in Kent. He has visited several branches
on their meeting nights.
Our thanks are due to Captain G. J. Emery,
who visited the late Ginger Hubbard whilst
he was in hospital several times this year and
generally looked after his interests.
E.C.W.G.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The Monthly Meeting held on 28th was
fairly well attended, many members being on
holiday.
Mrs. King Holt in announcing our Bring and
Buy Sale in September said she was sure all
members would be very pleased to know that
our last payment for Fair Linen was being sent.
We had achieved our target to get it paid
for before Remembrance Sunday and she would
like to thank all members for the way they had
helped.
During the afternoon whist was enjoyed.
Mrs. Valpy was M.C. and the prizes were
presented by Alderman Medhurst.
After a very pleasant afternoon the meeting
closed,
M.S,
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Ramsgate Branch
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch
of the Past and Present Association The Buffs
was held at the Freemasons' Tavern, High
Street, Ramsgate, on Friday, 21st July, 1950,
when the Chairman, Mr. C. F. Fakley, was
supported by Major A. J. H. Taylor, Captain
H. H. Knight, Captain R. Morgan, Lieut. W.
Wotton, R.S.M. Jeffreys, Mr. E. H. Swendeli
amd Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).
The Chairman expressed his pleasure .at
seeing so many members and extended a special
welcome to Mr. E. Tong, Chairman of the
London Branch, who was on holiday in the
District. He was delighted to have him at their
meeting.
Mr. Tong in a breezy reply reciprocated Mr.
Fakley's welcome and stated in London they
had heard of the successful activities of the
Ramsgate Branch, so he thought while he was
"on the spot" he would come along and judge
for himself. Mr. Tong said the comradeship
was prominent and he could see also that they
had an excellent Chairman and a good Secretary.
These officers were always the "King Pins" of
any association and Ramsgate were fortune to
have good officers and also members to support
them.
Mr. Johnson mentioned that the party from
Ramsgate who visited London at the Cenotaph
Parade had a tremendous welcome and as Mr.
Tong was present he asked him to convey
Ramsgate's thanks for their excellent time to
the London Branch.
The Secretary stated that The Buffs Remem
brance Day would be held at Canterbury on
13th August, 1950 and said he hoped members
of the Ramsgate Branch would make a special
effort to see that the branch was well repre
sented. Mr. Knott stated the O.C. of the
Depot had made some excellent arrangements
dor the entertainment of all branches. All that
was desired was a fine day and the attendance
of the members.
An interesting report giving details of the
social activities was given by Mr. J. Hogbin.
He stated that to win. the monthly Shooting
Competition Cup, Ramsgate would have to
field a better team as to date Ramsgate had been
placed second in one month and third in two
other months.
The Association Fishing Competition was
making Ramsgate their rendezvous and it
would take place in October. Entries to date
included Dover and Margate, and other branches
were expected to compete. As Ramsgate has
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the honour of the arrangements, they must see
that this event is a success. Several substantial
prizes had been promised. A very strong Com
mittee had been elected, which included some
very ardent anglers such as Colonel W. Orwin
and Mr. Dick Atkins.
Major A. J. H. Taylor, the Branch President,
thanked Mr. Hogbin for his report and stated
as the Association was a live organisation he was
sure the future events would be a success and
it was up to the Ramsgate Branch to show the
other branches their abilities in shooting and
if they were lucky in fishing too.
Letters of apology for absence were read from
Colonel Orwin, Captain Speakman, Major N.
Taylor, Messrs. E. Castle, J. Blake and L. H.
Miles.
New member enrolled was Mr. D. E. Edwards.
At the conclusion of the business proceedings,
refreshments were served by Buff Host Dick
Atkins and the remainder of the evening yras
spent in reviving old comradeship.
B.E.K.

Margate Branch
August Branch Meeting was held on the 2nd
of the month at Hawley Square Drill Hall,
Mr. R. H. Harman in the Chair, supported by
the Hon. Treasurer and a dozen or so members.
Our Secretary was unfortunately unable to
attend through pressure of business.
Minutes of the last meeting were read, passed
and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A telegram from Dover
Branch was read, stating that they had had to
cancel their visit to us, which was to have
taken place on the 2nd, to coincide with our
Branch Meeting. We regret that it could not
take place.
Our Chairman spoke of the visit the previous
week, during our Committee Meeting,, of Mr.
E. W. Tong, Chairman of London Branch, who
brought greetings from his Branch, and who
mentioned some of their activities. He also
spoke of his early association with Margate,
and then finished by telling some humorous
stories.
The question arose as to the advisability of
holding Whist Drives and Dances (a) in the
Drill Hall, and (b) at some venue outside. Pros,
and cons., estimated costs and profits were
discussed, and the matter finally left to the
Social Committee for recommendation and
report.
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pleased to see Mr. Gosby with us again. Nice
The death was reported of Mr. S. Henning,
to have the old faces among us. There was
a Life Member of the Association, and the
Hon. Secretary was instructed to convey to.. very little to do in the way of business except
hand out the Lunch and Cathedral tickets for
the widow the sympathy of the Branch.
August 13th. We should have quite a good
muster and here's hoping for fine weather.
Herne Bay Branch
We were very sorry to read in the Margate
After our sad blow in the loss of our Secretary, notes of the passing of old friends. Not only
Captain H. Whitfield, we have now elected Mr.
was "General" French with the 1/4th in. Aden
W. Stanard as Chairman and Mr. Trice as and India, but he was among the first from
Secretary.
that Battalion, to join the 1/5th in "Mespot".
The writer knew him well and with others
During the month of July we had a visit from
enjoyed his company on. the cricket field.
the Dover Branch, and a very fine evening was
"General" was a real cricket fan and could
enjoyed by all. They managed to beat a half
always be relied on to put up a good show.
team at snooker, but this happened to be a
He could reach with a bat what many of us
complete frameup and no more need be said than
could only gaze at.
that Archie Meakin and Alf Trice were on
enemy terms for halfanhour. It required a
Before closing this preamble I should like
small time before vocal cords were oiled enough
to mention the pleasure that Captain Salmon
to get the correct warble, then things went with
and his band are giving to all who have the
a swing.
good fortune to be on the Leas these days.
We held our monthly meeting on May 14th,
Thank you, Sir, for catering for everyone.
and from reports everyone seemed to enjoy
We don't all of us understand the fine points
the Service on. the 13th. Those who ordered of music, but we do appreciate something
lunches were full of praise for the way they
which is. easy on the ear occasionally. It's
were served, etc. Our numbers attending the good to know that he is having quite a long'
Service were 17. This is quite good considering stay with us.
our total number of members, but we are still
W.B..
trying to increase, in preparation for next year.
During the month of July our Chairman paid
a visit to the Brighton Branch H.Q. and from.his
LADIES' GUILD
report it appears that they sell other drinks at
Brighton besides "Colas".
The Annual Meeting of the above was held ,
We are arranging an outing during Septem on Tuesday, June 13th, at the Drill Hall with ;
ber, in the form of an afternoon and evening
a record attendance of members.
I;
drive, and if time permits, we hope to be able to
Apologies
for
absence
were
received
from
make some calls during the journey.
Mrs. D. Coote and Mrs. Tyrrell.
We are also trying to arrange a visit to
The Minutes of the previous meeting were
Dover during November, but this entails a
read and confirmed.
certain amount of work, so. as to enable a good
muster to attend owing to their work, holidays,
The Election of Officers was proceeded with.
etc., and we don't want to leave anyone behind.
Mrs. Wood said at this point, before you vote,
Now that we have once again got our offices that owing to illness she regretted her attendance*
had been irregular, and if they so wished to
full we hope to be able to supply a small article
make a change in the Chairmanship, they were
each month, and before closing, may I express
not to hesitate, as she would not feel hurt.
our thanks to Mr. Thorndow for his gift of
new laid eggs for a raffle and to Mr. Miller for
Mrs. Crookenden, J.P., President; Mrs. J.
his gentle manners in probing the songsters.
Tyrrell, VicePresident; Mrs. R. G. Wood, J.P.,
A.T. Chairman; Mrs. D. Coote, ViceChairman;
Mrs. Mantell, Secretary; Mrs. Haisell, Treasurer.
All were unanimously reelected to serve again,
Folkestone Branch
Mrs. Wood in. returning thanks for her re
Owing to the unavoidable absence of Major
election, said as it was their wish for her to
West the Chair was taken by W. Brunger at
continue, she felt very happy. She enjoyed the
our meeting held on Tuesday, August 8th.
meetings very much, as she had been their
Not a large number attended—possibly because
Chairman since the start of the Guild, and she
it was too near Bank Holiday. We were very hoped to be able to come more frequently.
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All the officers were thanked for their untiring
service to the Guild. Mrs. Wood said she felt
that Mrs. Mantell and Mrs. Haisell deserved
special very hearty thanks, and this was carried
with acclamation.
It was proposed that a sum of £5 should be
sent to the Folkestone Herald*s appeal for a
lift to be installed at the Bruce Porter (Dr.
Barnardo's) Home for the Cripple Children
patients, to enable them to be brought down
from their wards into the garden ill their chairs
and stretchers. This was passed by all with
enthusiasm, and supported by the Chairman.
Then a sum of £16 was also noted in response
to an appeal for the New Carpet for the Warriors'
Chapel in Canterbury Cathedral.
At this point the Committee feel they would
like to offer to Mrs. D. Coote very grateful
thanks for inviting .them to hold their May
Meeting at her house;
It was a lovely afternoon, and the garden
and tea were much enjoyed.
On June 23rd the Medway (Gillingham) and
Dover Ladies' Guild paid us a visit, and were
entertained to tea and whist in the Drill. Hall.
Prizes and raffles were given by the Committee,
which included a very nice silk cushion,
presented by Mrs. Hackney. Mrs. King Holt
of Gillingham, and one of the ladies of the
Dover Branch thanked Folkestone for their
kind invitation; end so ended a very enjoyable
afternoon.

Brighton Branch
Our monthly meeting on 14th July was very
well attended both by our own members and
by visitors.
Colonel W. Orwin, who was staying in
Brighton (fishing with A. Tester, we believe)
paid us a visit and Mr. Stannard from Heme
Bay also came along^both were looking well
and brought us their own branches' good
wishes—we hope they took ours back with
them.
We were all sorry to hear of the passing of
Mr. S, G. Hubbard, who was a visitor to
Brighton only a few weeks back.
Our: Secretary; at this meeting, rather dis
graced himself by losing the Dragons on the
way to the meeting^there were many rude
(and otherwise) suggestions as to where he had
left them. We hope he did post them to
everybody the next day. It must have been
the cares of a grandfather that were getting
him down.

v

> It was good to see A Tester attending his
first meeting this year and we do hope that he
has fully recovered.
Visits have been made by members of the
branch to Mr. C. Welbury (enlisted Dover 1887),
who is a patient in Hospital here and on exPte.
R. Fitness, who is temporarily down on his
luck. May they both soon look up and improve.
Fishing by this Branch at Ramsgate seems
quite out of the question—by the time we got
there it would be time, to return. Our suggestion
still holds good—fish any branch by post.
Any offers?
;.
Most of our regular attenders are all teed
up for Canterbury on 13th August, but we
would like mote of thje younger exBuffs to
join and come along with us.
Our Secretary sends special greetings to
Mr. A. Trice of Heme Bay and thanks him for
his kind messages.

" Come Away the Buffs "
A ROUND 50 years ago, a Kilwinning Rangers player
nanied Stevenson was home on leave from his regi
ment, The Buffs.
During his leave he played in one of Kilwinning's
games against Ardeer. A friend, watching the game,
gave "Steevie" all sorts of encouragement by shouting
"Come away the Buffs !".
Andthat's how Kilwinning Rangers earned themselves
their nickname—"The Buffs".
This little bit of information, and every other fact
connected with this famous Ayrshire club, is included in
The History of Kilwinning Rangers, which has just been
published in book form.
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The Past and Present Association
Secretary: MAJOR A. J. PEARETH..

Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764

Headquarters : DEPOT, TEE BUFFS.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs
3. ASHFORD
4. LONDON

Secretary
j
R.S.M.
!
SecondinCommand
R.S.M.
SecondinCommand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.) Mr. E. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
GodingtoU Road, Ashford j i
Mr. E. Gould, 51 I4ncolns Inn Fields,
Mr. E W. Tong
London, W.C.2

Chairman

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Capt. E. Boiilding, Windyridge, Sandhurst,
Hawkhurst
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High
Street, Rochester.
'.
i
' ; . 7.30 p.m.
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D., Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue; ! ; Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
: East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B; E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
Mr. J. HI. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall.
Mr. R. H. Harman
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Last Wednesday in : each month, British
Mr. L» It. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
Mr. J. J. Sharp, 'Mylton", Tonford Lane, First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,.
Mr. I,. F. Parratt
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens,
Second Monday in each month, Britislt
Mr. W. Stanard
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Heme Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone Second Tuesday in each month, Drill Hal),
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hallr
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road
Mr. H. Taylor
8 p.m.
Sandwich
MT. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
Capt. J. Green, Boughton House, near
First Monday in eachmonth, British Legion
Major H. Jackson
H.Q., St. John's RoAd, 7.30 p.m.
gy, )
Faversham
Second Friday in each month, R.N.O.C.
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Club, 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
Brighton
7.30 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month; St. Hubertu?
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D., Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
Kegs. Lyngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
7.80 p.m.
Mr. F. C. Cox

8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY

(a) Heme Bay
SubBranch
13.

FOLKESTONE

14. SANDWICH
15. DEAL
16. FAVERSHAM
17. BRIGHTON
18. DENMARK

GROUPS
Canterbury, Ashford, Weald
Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hytfeej; Deal
lb) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

LADIES9 GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
1. LONDON

Branch

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner:

Ii '
:
2. DoypR

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

13, FOLKESTONE

Mrs; Gi Wood, J.P.

4. DEAL

Mrs. East

4. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

: ASHFORD
7. SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. L* King
Mrs. M. R. Dean

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 6.30
p.m.
'
Second Tuesday..in each month, CoOp.
Mrs. C. A* Mills, 10 West Street, Tower
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Hamlets, Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone Eveiy other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Dbal
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Every
Fourth Friday, Foresters' Hall i
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
GiUihgham, Kent
Second Wednesday in each hionth,. The ,
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Ashford
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Hall, East Street,Sittingbourne, 6.45 p..m
Sittingbourne.
Secretary

Miss M. J.Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.
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The Past and Present Association
Secretary: MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764

Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs
3. ASHFORD
4. LONDON

Secretary

Chairman

Meeting Dates and Places

R.S.M.
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
R.S.M.
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.) Mr. E. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. E. Gould, 51 I4&colns Inn Fields,
Mr. R. W. Tong
London, W.C.2,

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Capt. E. Boulding, Windyridge, Sandhurst,
Hawkhurst
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High Street, Rochester.
7.30 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.I>. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
Mr. R. H. Harman
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Last Wednesday in each month, British
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Mr. L*
Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Legion
Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane, First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Mr. L« F. Parratt
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens,
Mr. W. Stanard
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Herne Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone Second Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road
Mr. H. Taylor
8
p.m.
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
First Monday in each month, British Legion
Capt. J. Green, Boughton House, near
Major H. Jackson
H.Q., St. John's Road, 7.30 p.m.
Faversham
Second Friday in each month; :R.N.Orc.
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Club, 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
Brighton'
7.30 p.m.
First
Tuesday in each month. St. Hnbertus
Mr.
Knud.
G.
Knudsen,
Fuglevadsvej
9,
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D.
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
Kegs. Lyngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
7.30 p.m.
Mr. F. C. Cox

8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
13. HERNE BAY
14.

FOLKESTONE

15. SANDWICH
16. DEAL
17. FAVERSHAM
18. BRIGHTON
19. DENMARK

GROUPS
(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate
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Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES9 GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLBTT
Branch
1. LONDON
2. DOVER
3. FOLKESTONE
4. DEAL
5. MEDWAY
6. ASHFORD
7. SITTINGBOURNE

. Meeting Dales and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 6.30
p.m.
9
Second Tuesday in each month, CoOp.
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P. Mrs. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Tower
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Hamlets, Dover
Mrs. Ray Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m. .
First Wednesday in each month, St.
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal
Mrs. East
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Every Fourth Friday, Foresters' Hall
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Mrs. King Holt
King
Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Gillingham, Kent
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Mxs. L. King
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Ashford
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Mrs. M. E. Dean
Hall, East Street,Sittingbourne, 0.45 p.m.
Sittingbourne.
Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J.Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

IV

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent
Name

CAPTAINS—continued,

Uni t or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parry, F. W. B
1st Bn.
MAJORS

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Lt.Col., 1st Bn., K.A.R.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Depot.
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
T/Lt.Col., Instr. I.D.C.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
1st Bn.
Grace, H. R.
Q Branch, War Office.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Leave U.K.
Harris St. John, B. J.
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.
Lewis, P. J
...
1 R.W.K.
Bailey, N. T
Edlmana, E. L C., M.C. ... T/LtCol. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Rawlings, A. C
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
Horley, B. M.
Ministry of Supply.
May, J. F. Fitz G. ...
Brit. Mil. Mission, Greece.
Ravenhill, R. A. C
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
Dendy, R. H.

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Parry, R. F., M.C
Williams, H. P., O.B.E. ...
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A G
...
...
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.E

CAPTAINS

Staff Capt., H.O., E. Anglian Dist.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Depot.
G.S.O.3 E Africa Command.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
DeL to D.D.S.T., H.Q., S. Comd.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.3, M.I.26, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Lucas, J. P
Norris, N F. H. C....
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Lindley, P. A. N. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P.

Broadley, A., M.B.E., TJ>
Geary, M
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C....
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
Lyons, H. S.
...
Minard, F. G.
Marriott, A
Richard, D. L. L*, T.D.

...
...
...
...
..

Griffin, C. J.
Webber, J. W.
Pim, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Gillum, J. R.

...
...
...
...
...
...

Admin. Office, H.Q. Klagenfurt Gar.,
B.T.A.
G.S.O.3, War Offiice.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
"A" Branch, H.Q. B.T.E., MELF 4.
H.Q. Aldershot District.

...
...
...
...
...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1 R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS

Williams, L. J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H.F.

Sherwood, R. D.
Hannan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.

9 Trav. Wing, H.Q. E. Anglia Dist.

Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
A.D.C., Cr., H.C. District.
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
Intelligence Corps Depot.
H.Q. British Gurkhasin India, Barrack
pore.
1st Bn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
1 R.W.K.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
1 R.W.K.
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.

Short Service Commissions
Ransley, E. J.. M.C.
T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office.
FitzGerald, E. D. ...

4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Kong.
Eritrean Police Force.
1st Bn.

Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J.
Kille, W. E. ...
Elliott, N.

LIEUTENANTS

Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, L. M.

CAPTAINS

T/Maj.
T/Maj.

Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E/ ...
Leates, M. M.C.
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Pitkin, W. H.

... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
... 1 R.W.K
Nash, J P
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O
... 1st Bn., Leave.
Hadshar, G
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... 1st Bn.,
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... G.S.O.3, Hq., Br. Tps., Sudan.
Dent, J. E. ...
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
Marshall, F. ...
... T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
Dickson.
...
4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Peckham, A. D.
... 1st Bn.
Squire, S. J. ...
... 1st Bn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

... Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.

CAPTAINS—continued

... 1 R.W.K.
... H.Q. Home Counties District.
... 1st Bn.
. H.Q., N. Ireland District, Lisburn,
N. Ireland.
... 1 R.W.K.

Wilson, A. F. P.

LIEUTENANTS

Northover, J. A.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D....
Roseberry, L S.

...

Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt.
Stone, J. H., Lieut.
Corps, J., Capt.

...
...
...
...
...
...

T/Capt.
T/Capt.
T/Capt., 18 W.O.S.B., (O.C.S.)
1 R.W.K.
T/Capt.
T/Capt.

QUARTERMASTERS

... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MELF
... H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONELS

4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
5th Bn.: Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.

Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C,
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Collins, H. A. (Adjt).
Tilleard, J.
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Bidding, C. E. E.

MAJORS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Lees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Klean, P. H.

LIEUTENANTS

QUARTERMASTER

Williams, L. J., M.B.E. Mai. (Q.M.)
CAPTAINS

MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
CHAPLAIN

Major The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden. M.A.
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BELGIUM
FRANCE

Personalia
ORIGADIER N. D. Rice retired on September
7th. We have not yet heard where he is
going to settle, but wish him good fortune for
the future.

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA

Brigadier H. P. P. Robertson, who has been
in hospital at Millbank, is now very much better
and returns to Trieste shortly. His two sons are
both actively engaged with the Police in
Malaya.
Colonel C. J. Wood has moved to HoonHay,
The Fairway, Godalming, Surrey. He is now
employed as Secretary to the Royal Military
Police Central Benevolent Fund and R.M.P.
Association.

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY

LEROS

Colonel T. H. Spear has returned home from
the Far East and is on leave.

HOLLAND

GERMANY

Lieut.Col. and Mrs. N. R. Reeves have moved
to "Mount Pleasant", Chalfont St. Peter,
Bucks. They are very pleased with having found
what they consider to be an ideal house and
surroundings, which include seven acres of land.
We regret, however, to hear that Colonel
Reeves has given up golf, resigned from the
various golf clubs to which he belonged and—
his clubs are for sale.

BURMA

EGYPT
ITALY
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Major B. J. Harris St. John has arrived home
and is on leave prior to attending a course at
the Senior Officers' School.
Brigadier E. Foster Hall's son, John, has
been posted as a midshipman to H.M.S.
Unicom, now in the Far East, where he has
gone to report for duty.
Major J. de Vroome writes from Asmara that
there are three other Buffs there—J. Rolo,
L. F. LangleyHunt and W. J. Whaley. They all
meet from time to time in traditional fashion
and are now working out a scheme to entertain
members of the 1st Battalion when they come
to Asmara on leave or escort duties.
We welcome to the Regiment 2/Lieut. P. O.
R. Gatehouse, who has been commissioned from
the R.M.A., Sandhurst.
We regret to record the death of Mr. H. S.
Mills (6280301, exSergeant) on August 23rd,
aged 63 years. He served in the Regiment
from October, 1906 to July, 1929 and saw war
service throughout the 191418 War in France.
For 15 years he was chef in the Depot Officers'
Mess, and finished his service as Sergeant
Instructor at the School of Cookery, Aldershot.
He then took up employment at the Canterbury
Golf Club. Later he moved to Westgate but was
compelled to give up work as a chef in 1948
when he became ill.
He was in possession of the three 191418
War Medals and the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal.
Mr. H. Collier (6289776, exSergeant) and
his wife have recently been on holiday in the
Dover area. He was formerly Provost Sergeant
of the 11th Battalion and a wellknown rugger
player. He now lives at 398 Lees Hall Road,
Thornhill, Dewsbury, Yorkshire, where he is in
business as a building contractor. He would
like to hear from his old friends of the battalion.
We congratulate Mrs. C. M. Freeman, who
recently celebrated her eightieth birthday.
She was born on August 9th, 1870 when her
father, Pte. Conway, was serving in The Buffs
at Sheerness. In October, 1891 she married
Cr.Sergeant F. Freeman of The Buffs. She now
lives in a charming old house overlooking the
Dane John, but, as the result of an accident
twelve years ago, has to travel in a wheelchair.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
BIRTH

Kinsey.—At Brighton on 22nd August, 1950,
to Mollie, wife of William Kinsey, a son,
Philip William.
MARRIAGE

Mr. M. N. Kearney and Miss J. de R.
Morgan.
The marriage took place on September 12th,
at the church of St. Maelog, Llandefaelog, near
Brecon, of Mr. Michael Neville Kearney, The
Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, son of Mr.
M. Neville Kearney and of Mrs. Kearney, of
Glyn Gwy, Rhayader, Radnorshire, and Miss
Joan de Riemer Morgan, only daughter of
MajorGeneral and Mrs. H. de R. Morgan, of
Llandefaelog House, Brecon. The Archdeacon
of Brecon, the Ven. R. M. ColeHamilton,
officiated, assisted by the rector, the Rev.
H. A. Gough.
The bride, who was given away by her father,
was attended by Miss Eluned Raikes, Miss
Marguerite Beatty, Miss Vivienne Power, and
Miss Susan Morgan. Lavinia Lloyd carried the
bride's train. Mr. Anthony Perrins, The Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers, was best man.
ENGAGEMENTS

Mr. N. G. H. Taylor and Miss B. E. Fenton
The engagement is announced between Nigel
George Harcourt, younger son of the late
C. S. J. Taylor, and of Mrs. Taylor, of The
Banks, St. Peter'sinThanet, and Barbara
Elizabeth, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Sydney G. Fenton, of 4 Westcliff Terrace
Mansions, Pegwell Bay, Kent.
Mr. M. Wright and Miss R. Rennison
The engagement is anounced between
Michael Wright, Royal Artillery, only son of
Mr. and Mrs. Wright of Gilford Castle, Co.
Down, and Rosemary, younger daughter of
Lieut.Colonel A. J. Rennison, D.S.O. (ret.
Indian Army) and Mrs. K. Rennison of 118 New
Dover Road, Canterbury, and granddaughter
of the late Colonel J. B. Backhouse, C.B., The
Buffs.

Obituary

Sergeant G. Cooper
'"PHE death of the abovenamed came as a
* great shock to his many friends of the
London Branch as it will to all his friends
who read this obituary. "Sailor", as we loved
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to call him, enlisted about 1883 and joined
The Buffs as a boy from the Training Ship
Exmouth (it might have been the Arethusa) and
arriving at Canterbury in his sailor's uniform
immediately received his nickname, which he
retained until his death. Posted to the 1st
Battalion, he served in the Band under the late
Bandmaster Birkhead. "Sailor" developed into
a firstclass sprinter of 100 and 220 yards and had
few, if any, equals. He tried his prowess at
the longer distances, e.g. the mile and three
miles, but was not a success. After leaving the
Army he obtained employment with the Mid
land Iron Works at Birmingham, where he
remained until his retirement.
"Sailor" was in great demand as a uniformed
attendant at all big exhibitions and often
attended the London Branch meetings in uni
form when in London. "Sailor" never travelled
anywhere even up to shortly before his death
without a pair of spiked running shoes and kit
and was the champion veteran sprinter for his
age in. England—he won innumerable prizes
even in advanced years. Many will remember
him winning General Sir Arthur LyndenBell's
Cup some years back at Wrotham. He was most
youthfullooking and appeared particularly
fit and a fine specimen of manhood. He had one
failing which led to a good deal of leg pulling—
he was inclined to be egoistic and think there
was no runner in the world comparable with
him ; often he would say : "Get your coat off
and I'll run you to the bottom of the road for a
bet". There was trouble once when some wit
wrote to him under the signature of the late
Joe Green throwing out a challenge. Never
theless, "Sailor" was a credit to his Regiment
and all his old pals loved to hear him talking
about past events. He died in Birmingham
following a stroke at the age of 84 years, and so
passes another of the Old Brigade who always
said "One night with Spud, Snowball and
Ernie Carter was worth more than a fortnight
at the seaside".
J.E.E.

October 7th. 6th Battalion (191418)
Annual Dinner. Price of ticket 10/.
Application should be made to Mr. R. W.
Billings, 14 Hornfair Road, Charlton,
London, S.E.7. Those residing in the
Kent country areas who wish to avail
themselves of travel by coach, to get in
touch with Mr. W. Jeffrey, M.C.,. 14
Victoria Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
October 14th and 15th. The Buffs Golfing
Society Autumn Meeting at Littlestone.
October 18th. Wednesday. 7.30 p.m..
Provisional date for Annual General
Meeting, Weald Branch, Past and Present
Association, to be held at St. David's
Hall, Cranbrook, preceded by a Com
mittee Meeting at 7 p.m.
November 18th. Saturday, 7 p.m. Pro
visional date for the Annual Dinner,
Weald Branch, Past and Present Associ
ation, George Hotel, Cranbrook.
November 25th, 1950. l/4th Buffs (191418)
Reunion. For all who served in the
Battalion from August, 1914 to Decem
ber, 1919 will be held at the Drill Hall,
St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury. Assemble
at 6 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. dinner. Tickets
6/6 each should be obtained from local
Past and Present Branch Secretaries or
from Lieut.Col. H. L. Cremer, M.B.E.,
The Grange, Chartham, Nr. Canterbury.
October 29th, Sunday, l/5th Battalion,
The Buffs
The dedication of the Memorial to the
late Colonel John Body, D.S.O., O.B.E.,
T.D., D.L., from all ranks of the l/5th
Battalion, The Buffs, will take place at
Wittersham Church, Kent, at 3.15 p.m.
It is hoped that many old friends of
Colonel Body's who served under him in
this battalion will be able to attend the
Service.
Tea will be provided in the Village Hall
at 4.15 p.m. for those attending.

The Dragon
Future Events
October 6th. Friday. Officers' ReUnion
Club Annual Dinner, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.,
Rembrandt Hotel, London. Applications
to attend to: Administrative Officer,
Depot The Buffs, New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury.

^PHE form, layout and contents of our
* Regimental Journal have from time to time
been a matter of discussion within the Regi
ment and, at the request of the Commanding
Officer of the 1st Battalion, the subject figured
on the agenda of the last meeting of the
Executive Committee.
The two main headings for this discussion
were (i) whether it would be preferable to have
a halfyearly or a quarterly magazine, on better
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paper, in a better cover and with more illus
trations and (ii) if not, whether it is possible to
improve the paper in its present form.
Certain improvements were suggested and
are being put into effect. As always, finance is
a limiting feature.
It is a fact that, owing to existing conditions
in the Army, less than onefifth of subscribers
are from those serving, whilst over fourfifths
are from the past.
At present, The Dragon just about pays its
way. Before, however, considering any drastic
changes, it was decided to invite the views of
readers. Many, no doubt, see other regimental
journals and can make comparisons. They, and
others too, will have ideas on.the subject. All
are cordially invited to write to the Editor and
put forward suggestions. It may be possible to
publish these suggestions in future issues so
as to stimulate others to write also but, if the
response is as hearty as is hoped, it will be
possible only to publish a selection.
So please think the matter over and write to
the Editor as soon as possible.

Officers' Reunion Club Dinner, 1950
I ] P to date (9th September), the following members
^ of the Reunion Club have notified their intention of
being present on Friday, October 6th :—
Major N. T. Bailey, Capt. R. Blackwell, Major C.
Bossom, Capt. D. A. T. Butcher, Lt.Col. D. C. Coates,
Capt. H. A. Collins, Major A. H. R. Copland, Major
M. D. N. Cobbold, Major B. H. Craig, Lt.Col. H. L.
Cremer (?), Colonel D. J. Dean, Capt. C. M. G. Durston,
Major N. F. GordonWilson, Lieut. B. C. Grigg, Lieut.
C. M. Hamilton, Lt.Col. A. D. Harrison, Colonel
C. R. B. Knight, Lt.Col. H. S. Knocker, Major D.
Montgomery, Major A. J. Peareth, Major I. A. Pearson,
Lieut. A. H. E. Pirn (?), Major P. L. H. C. Ranee,
Brigadier N. D. Rice, Major J. C. W. Sauvary, Major
E. S. Scott, Capt. K. T. Snelling, Lt.Col. G. E. Stevens,
Major N. G. H. Taylor, Lt.Col. C. E. Vaughan, Lt.Col.
J. R» P. Williams, Capt. I. C. Williamson.

Regimental Calendar, 1950
'THE design for this year is the ColourSergeant, 1854.
' He wore quite an unique kit, with his special arm
badge, double breasted coatee and officer's sash. The
skako of the period was known as the "Albert" as it
was said to have been designed by the Prince. It had a
small pack at the back as well as in front.
The cost of a calendar is 10/6, post free, and is
obtainable from E. V. Howell, "The Shack", Timsway,
Staines, Middlesex.
Early orders would be appreciated.

Cotton and Cotton Ginning in the
Sudan
'""PHE economy of the Sudan", states the
* 1950 edition of the Sudan Almanac, " is
based on agriculture and pastoral pursuits".
One glance at the items in the list of the
country's exports, however, discloses that
although cattle, hides, dates, mother o'pearl
shells, haricot beans and, of course, beeswax
all play their part in keeping the economic
wheels nicely oiled, there is only one item
which really makes those wheels revolve; and
that item is Cotton.
It is probably not very general knowledge
that just over 76% of the total exports of the
country comes from cotton and cottonseed.
Two years ago this percentage represented well
over 18 million pounds—a figure which I was
told, during a brief visit paid recently to one
of the biggest of the cottongrowing areas,
would be considerably exceeded during the
present year. It is probably also not fully
appreciated that, apart, from the relatively
small amount of American "Sea Island" cotton,
the Sudanese product is streets ahead, in quality,
of any other cotton in the world. It is not far
off the truth to say that cotton and the River
Nile are the lifeblood of the Sudan.
The vast area which lies in the triangle based
on Sennar, on the Blue Nile, and Kosti, on the
White Nile, and which has Khartoum as its
apex, is known as the Gezira. It is in this
enormous triangle that a large proportion of
the cotton is grown and it is at Wad Medani,
on the Blue Nile, that the headquarters of the
Syndicate which controls the industry in the
Gezira are situated.
My visit to Medani (the accent is on the first
of the three syllables) was arranged so that
I could see at first hand the process known as
"Ginning"—the separation of the cotton seed
from the blob of white cotton, or "boll", which
surrounds it. The name "Ginning" is derived—
just as "Marconigram", "Quisling" and "Shrap
nel" are derived—from the name of the inventor
and, in this particular case, a schoolmaster by
the name of Ginning invented—in 1793 and for
reasons best known to himself—the intricate
machinery required for this particular process.
The Ginning factory which I visited was at
Meringan, some five miles out of Medani, and
is the largest in the whole of the Gezira.
Ginning only takes place, of course, at certain
times of the year. The season starts early in
February, as soon as the cotton is picked, and—
according to the yield—finishes any time in
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April or May. During the season every machine
in every factory works ceaselessly, night and
day, and the four thousand workers employed
at Merigan work in two, three or fourhour
shifts according to their type of employment.
It is not altogether surprising that the machines
which have not stopped running for sometimes
as much as four months on end require the
remaining eight for maintenance. The human
element, on the other hand, appears to need
no such period for recuperation but pushes
blithely off at the end of the season to find other
work elsewhere, returning eight months later
for further punishment.
When picked, the cotton is placed in vast
sacks, faintly reminiscent of hop sacks, which
are then, stacked, according to the district in
which their contents have been grown, all
around the long, low sheds which constitute the
Ginning factory.. Here the cotton is subjected
to its "grading test", an examination of the
highest importance and one which is carried
out by a small team of expert Graders,
Egyptians whose skill and delicacy of touch
have been handed down from father to son for
countless generations. It is said that no man
who is not born a Grader can ever become one—
or, at all events, become one who could ever
hope to compete with those whose knowledge
and sensitiveness of finger has come down to
them through the centuries.
The Graders, working at high speed, take a
sample handful of "lint", or raw cotton, from a
sack from each area and, in a matter of minutes,
have given their verdict as to the grade of
cotton produced in that particular area. Grades
run from 1 to 10 and the sample lint is graded
according to the length, the silkiness and the
strength of the "staple", or strand ; the length,
measured in sixteenths of an inch, being the
most important. It was fascinating to watch
the speed and sureness of touch with which
each sample was dealt and to hear judgment
pronounced almost before—or so it seemed—
the sample had even been properly looked at.
Thus graded the cotton in due course is
moved into the Ginning factory. There, before
the machines get at it, high and low grades are
mixed together, by hand, in order that the
resultant, semiprocessed cotton shall be of
average quality, approximately grade four.
It is noteworthy that the top grade Egyptian
cotton, before it is mixed with others of lower
grades, is of about the same quality as the third
grade Sudanese product.
The actual process of Ginning, the dustladen
yet humid atmosphere within the big, dark
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sheds, the clattering, noisy song of the
machinery, the rhythmic movements of the
workers as they bend to their respective tasks,
above all the feeling of ceaseless, backbreaking
toil—all these have o be seen to be fully
believed. The gift of description is needed in
full measure by anyone who would hope to
portray the scene by the use of mere words.
It must be su hcient for any patient reader who
has struggled on as far as this to say that the
boll of cotton, once separated from its little
black seed, is collected, sprayed, turned and
returned, mixed and remixed, thrust into a
hydraulic press and baled up under tremendous
pressure, then bound with steel tape, weighed
and finally trundled away to a waiting railway
wagon. The whole amazing process, from first
to last, takes in the neighbourhood of fifteen
minutes and in the meanwhile much has been
happening to the little black seed.
Having been separated from its boll, the seed
falls, by its own weight, into the bowels of
the factory, where it is picked up by an endless
belt and conveyed to one of the most remark
able machines in the entire place. The original
boll had been torn from the seed by two
counterrotating leatherbound rollers revolving
at high speed, rather after the fashion of the
homely mangle. The tiny hairs on these leather
rollers had snatched away most of the cotton
from the seed but, inevitably, a few small
particles still remained attached. It was
towards a machine which would pick off even
those tiniest of tiny particles that the seed
was now being conveyed on the underground
belt.
The reader who expects this paragraph to
contain a detailed description of how this
magical operation is carried out is doomed to
disappointment, I fear. All that can be said
is that a set of razorsharp knives, revolving
in their most exact and accurate positions,
somehow manage to scrape the residue of cotton
away from the seed without, apparently, in
any way damaging the seed. Into one end of
this miraculous machine a dirty, fluffcovered
seed was seen to disappear ; from one side of
the other end a clean, shining seed, not unlike
a coffeebean in size and shape, was spewed out
into vast bags, ready for the next stage of its
journey through the factory; while from the
other side appeared a stream of soft, downy
"cottonwool", to all intents and purposes
ready to be sold to you over the counter of
your local Boots or Timothy Whites, stuffed
into your drawingroom cushions or put into
your motorcar seats. It was all very breath
taking to see the process going on, though highly
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dahgerous for any wandering layman rash
enough to approach too near those razoredged
knives. Even some of the operatives, working
at those particular machines for year after year,
had been known to see a finger or two of their
own disappearing smartly into the machinery.
The seed can be used in numerous ways.
The first and obvious one, of course, is for
growing more cotton, and the comparatively
small amount of seed selected for this is dis
infected in a machine, the original designs for
which must surely have been drawn by Emett.
This disinfecting process successfully kills any
disease germs and the seed is then sent away to
other cottongrowing districts within the Sudan,
whence its progeny returns, in seed form, after
a period of five years.
When next you have occasion to go for a
snack on the Embankment in the early hours
of the morning, it is a fairly safe bet, olive oil
being the price it is, that your fish and chips
will have been, fried in cottonseed oil, for this
is the next use of the seed, in order of priority.
After that comes its use as a basis for certain
brands of cattle foods, and finally it is used in
the preparation of manures. By and large,
therefore, not much is wasted in the cotton
industry; high and low grade cotton, the
"cottonwool" residue, the seed—all have their
uses as products or byproducts. In. fact, as
matters stand today, the only part of the plant
which isn't any good jto anyone is the actual
shrub itself. There is, Rowever, every reason, to
suppose that in the near future Messrs.
Gourtauld's—whose representative, after a
recent visit to the Gezira, took away with him
a hundredweight of dead shrubs—will start
turning even these into nylon stockings or
typewriters—or something.
Well over half the semiprocessed cotton
produced in the Sudan is shipped to Liverpool,
though India is also a big buyer. The seed, for
its various byproduct uses, is sold to England,
India, Palestine and the Arab countries.
Apart from the actual operatives and, of
course, the Graders, the majority of the
executive and administrative posts in the
industry are at present held by Europeans.
With the coming of Sudanisation however,
many of these posts will be taken over by the
Sudanese. It will be interesting to see, in—
shall I say ?—ten years time, whether the
industry is the wellrun, flourishing concern
that it is today. Eighteen million pounds—
even "Gyppy" ones—is a formidable target.
H.R.G.

The Crippen Draft
By Major F. W. Tomlinson
IT is exactly forty years since the large draft,
* which came to be known by this nickname,
sailed from Southampton under command of
the present writer—then a captain of six years'
standing. The draft was furnished by the 1st
Battalion at Aldershot and, sailing on the
Rohilla, was disembarked at Singapore, there to
await the arrival of the 2nd Battalion from
HongKong in December. Precisely why it was
called the Crippen Draft is not clear ; it was
the year in which the trial and execution of
Dr. Crippen took place ; and, as it happened,
at a fancy dress ball organised on board, I went
as Dr. Crippen ! (dressed in a repulsivelooking
mask and with a pillow stuffed down inside a
pair of pyjamas). Drafts were always given a
name of some kind and Crippen was as good
as if not better than any other—for it dated
the sailing of the draft. It is interesting to
remember that the arrest of Dr. Crippen (and
his girl friend, Miss Le Neve) on the high seas,
when they thought they had got away with it,
was the first time that wireless was instrumental
in bringing a guilty man to justice and, at the
latter end, the gallows.
For many years it placed a man exactly to
say that he was one of the Crippen Draft and
the reason for this was that the draft was an
unusually large one, being about 200, or nearly
a quarter of a battalion; and also it remained
a composite unit for the unusually long period
of three months. Most of the men had enlisted
at a time when the official standard of The Buffs
was higher than the Guards and it is not too
much to say that a finer lot of men had never
formed a draft. Looking back and perhaps with
judgment slightly mellowed by the passage
of forty years, I must say that I never had a
better behaved lot of men under me; and it
must be remembered that the draft was very
poorly provided with noncommissioned officers
—Sergeant Walsh the only one of his rank and
J. R. Martin the senior corporal. Certain it is
that we were a very happy party and we were
extremely welltreated by the 3rd Battalion
Middlesex Regiment during the time that
elapsed before the arrival from HongKong of
the 2nd Battalion.
In closing it may be mentioned that the
Cpl. J. R. Martin referred to above, enlisted
on the 10th October, 1906 and, what must
surely be a record, has only this year finished
his active connection with the Regiment, having
become Major and Quartermaster and decorated
with the M.B.E. On the opposite page is a
photograph of the Crippen Draft, taken at

THE CRIPPEN DRAFT
September to December, 1910

Captain F. W. Tomlinson ; Sgt. Walsh
Cpls. J. R. Martin, Godden and Watson; L/Cpls. Button, Cooper, Court and Howlett; Ptes. Buck Abbott
(8020), Bingham, Brown, Brice (9090), Ginger Bushell, Church, Cormford, Nutty Gunston, Simmons, Thomas, Percy Todd, Weller (there were two),
Woodruffe ; and Boy Cook.
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Singapore with the few names added that Major
Martin and I were able to remember. It would
be highly interesting if any others of the draft
would write to the Editor.
F.W.T.

Round and About
By The Tramp
Going North
INESCAPABLE duty
*took me again to the
North of England the
other day and I travel
led by coach because it
is much cheaper this
way. For the modest
sum of 17/6 I was
carried from London to
Birkenhead, a journey
of close on ten hours.
Having done it before,
there was no novelty in
the route and for the
last five hours of the
journey the weather
was so atrocious that I was denied even the
doubtful pleasure of looking at the country
through which we splashed.
As far as StratfordonAvon we had sunshine
and the Chilterns were looking their best. It
was tantalising to pass through Oxford in a
matter of minutes and I would rather have
stopped for lunch in this my favourite city
than in StratfordonAvon, which to me is
depressingly tawdry and touristinfested. But
Oxford, for all its surrounding architectural
excema, still enchants me, nostalgically, no
doubt, but none the less powerfully. Only a
few places have this effect upon me and, of
course, Canterbury is one. Ramsgate and
Margate, for different reasons, are others.
After Stratford, we penetrated the vast
industrial jungle of the Midlands and on this
particular day they fully deserved Hilaire
Belloc's description of them. They were indeed
"sodden and unkind". The people who live
around Birmingham or in the wilderness of
Cannock Chase have doubtless excellent reasons
for local patriotism denied to a Southerner
passing through, but the pervading gloom of this
intensely active part of England is undeniable
and I am sure I could never be happy in that
smokeladen atmosphere.

Rain of almost tropical intensity did not
improve the outlook and even bits of Shropshire
through which we rushed looked infinitely sad.

Refreshment
I have occasionally commented on the short
comings of British catering for the traveller.
These are by no means confined to the Midlands
or the North. The Houses of Call used by long
distance coaches leave much to be desired.
I don't know what, for instance, is used in the
urns from which tea is drawn in these places.
Whatever it is, the result is usually a muddy,
greyish fluid, the only merit of which is its
excessive heat. The sandwiches, buns and
pastries provided baffle description. But a
longsuffering and, I fear, quite uncritical
public accepts it all with a good grace, grateful
for a break in the tedium of the journey.
In the coach in which I travelled were one or
two foreigners whom I took to be tourists.
What they thought about our cafes I would
hate to guess, but my mind went back to little
cafes and estaminets abroad and I thought
how much better these things are ordered there.
Someday, perhaps, when more English people
have been abroad, our standards may change.
Meanwhile it is "take it or leave it".

Merseyside
The two great cities which face each other
across the Mersey are intensely occupied with
their important affairs. Ships are being built
or refitted, great factories are belching smoke
into the grey skies and everyone seems to be
intent on something important. The people
are for the most part happylooking as they go
about in the clanging trams or 'buses. The shops
seem to be busy, the restaurants are full and
everything seems lively. Everything that is
except the buildings. The blackness of the
architecture, due to the smokeladen atmo
sphere, is oppressive. In Liverpool's great
civic centre, dominated by the massive, classical
St. George's Hall, this is especially so. I tried to
imagine, as I stood looking at it the other day,
how magnificent it would be if the grime
encrusted block were lightened to at least the
grey of Portland stone. And how impressive
this great site would be if the higgledypiggledy
buildings which surround it were pulled down
and redesigned by an architect of the calibre
of Edwin Lutyens.
The redeeming feature of the North of Eng
land is the easy friendliness of the people.
As a stranger I had often to ask the way and
I found a readiness to help and a cheeriness
which convinced me, not for the first time, that
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environment affects people less than one is
inclined to think.

Other Men's Luck
I must say I was filled with envy when I read
of the departure for Australia of the M.C.C.
cricketers last week although the gales which
were blowing up when their P. & O. liner sailed
from Tilbury promised them a rough time in the
Bay. By now, however, they are enjoying
Mediterranean weather and before them lies
the prospect of some months of sunshine and
cricket. The journalists travelling with the
team have an enviable job. To go about the
Continent watching and describing the
skirmishes of the lesser matches and the
battles of the Tests would suit me as well as
any occupation I could think of. Years ago
I read Sir Pelham Warner's book on his success
ful tour in Australia. Its title was How We
Recovered the Ashes and, apart from being a
story of success it is, in my opinion, the best
cricket book of all. I have not had a copy of this
book for years, but I intend to get one and when
the hard winter descends, as we are assured it
will, I shall draw my chair up to the fire and
relive my boyish thrill at the accounts of
"battles long ago", only putting the book
down to read in our papers of the progress of
this present tour. It would be a bold man who
would attempt to prophesy what will happen
to Brown's men, but I venture this : given a
little luck we may once again see English
cricket asserting itself again. It has happened
before after seasons of great leanness and, from
what I read, Australia has some problems of
team making.
Two Cricket Books
I have just read the reminiscences of two
famous cricketers, captains respectively of
Australia and England. The first, Farewell to
Cricket, is by Sir Donald Bradman, and it is,
I must confess, a singularly disappointing book
as indeed most cricketers' books are. There are
good things in it, and information from the
author's side on points of dispute, but I prefer
Sir Donald's batting to his writing. He devotes
some pages to the famous bodyline business
and quotes opinion from his own country and
from England in support of his contention that
the tactices employed by Jardine were against
the spirit of cricket. There will always be argu
ment about this famous controversy. Having
heard and read many views on it, I am on
Jardin'e side and I remember that Stanley
Macabe, the famous Australian batsman, made
a hundred runs off the socalled BodyLine
Bowling without apparently suffering more
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hurt than did Woolley and others against
Gregory and Macdonald in the 1921 matches in
England.
The other book, by Lord Tennyson, is a more
lighthearted affair. It was in. 1921 when the
two Australian bowlers mentioned were making
hay of English batting, that Lord Tennyson,
batting in a Test match with one hand only
(his left hand having been badly injured while
fielding) made 63 runs off the best that Australia
could bowl. This was without doubt not only
the most courageous but also the most skilful
innings ever played in a Test Match. Lord
Tennyson does not confine himself to cricket in
this book, which makes no claims to literary
refinement but which is exceedingly readable
and racy. He crosses swords with Sir Donald
over an unhappy incident which occurred in
1948, proving that cricketers are as liable as
ordinary mortals to lapses which are best for
gotten as soon as possible.
Although these two cricketerauthors are
widely different in outlook, background and
everything except their love of a great game,
they have one thing in common. Each in his
way has done something to add to "the gaiety
of nations".

* * Eastern Approaches''
Last month I mentioned Private Army,
Popski's excellent account of his adventures
during the recent war. I have followed this
lately by reading Brigadier Fitzroy Maclean's
account of his experiences. The first part of
this extremely wellwrit ten book deals with the
author's experiences in Russia before the war
when in the Foreign Service. In many ways this
is the more absorbing part of the book.
Brigadier Maclean was then a junior official in
the British Embassy and, being of an unusually
enterprising nature, he spent his leaves from
duty in travelling to parts of the U.S.S.R. where
foreigners were not encouraged. His accounts,
of the difficulties he encountered and the
methods he used to overcome them in order to
get where he wanted to go are fascinating and
his descriptions of what he saw in the remote
Asiatic portions of the U.S.S.R. are most
revealing. Brigadier Maclean was a most
observant and unconventional traveller. He
looked behind the surface and into strange
corners wherever he went and was never
daunted by anything. The secret police officials
told off to shadow him must have had a full
time job.
The latter half of Eastern Approaches is a
brilliant account of adventures in the Western
Desert and finally in JugoSlavia, where he was"
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head of a British Mission parachuted into that
wild country to assist the partisans under the
redoubtable Tito. This book is wider in scope
and goes deeper into things than Private Army
by Popski. I very much doubt if any better
account of strange adventure will come out of
the War. For many years T. E. Lawrence's
Seven Pillars of Wisdom held the field. Brigadier
Maclean's experiences and his account of them
make Lawrence's book seem very small stuff.

f$t

Regular Forces' Employment Association
("AWING to printing difficulties the Report of this
^^Association for 1949 is not yet available for dis
tribution to Service Units and organisations although
the 65th Annual General Meeting took place on 28th
April. At that meeting the Chairman and President,
Colonel Astor, referred to the Advisory Council being
set up by the Government to consider the whole question
of career in the Services and resettlement in civil life
after service. Because of its many years of experience
in assisting exRegulars to resettle themselves the
National Associatipn has been allotted two seats on the
Council with the request that one of them shall be
filled by an "other rank" representative. A meeting of
the Council has already takeri place which was naturally
of a preliminary nature but it is quite clear that the
intention is to investigate the whole matter thoroughly,
recognise the variety of difficulties and problems arising
from conflicting interests, aild finding means of over
coming them. The task is obviously considerable and
is one which must take time.
When the Report is issued which should be any time
within the next few weeks, a copy will be posted by us
to each O.C.A. and distribution is carried out by the
Service Departments to all Units. If you wish to see a
copy, therefore, you will know where to go to ask for
it and it is hoped that you will not fail to do so because
we believe you will find it of interest.
As usual we have included short paragraphs giving a
general outline of the conditions likely to be found in
each Branch area ; there is, of course, a list of Branch
addresses; the chart at the end showing placings
effected by each Branch for each Service, Corps and
Regiment; a page of general hints on getting a job
and in the body of the Report a paragraph on "What
is a good job ?".
Our aim is and always has been to be of practical
assistance to you both as regards advice and information
and the actual service we offer you. We are, therefore,
always grateful for any suggestions as to improvements
we can make or criticisms of what we do provided they
are definite. For this we have a very large Council
which is large because its purpose is to provide represent
ation for you. If you want to say anything, therefore,
you can do so either to us direct or through your
representative on our Council. As you will see from the

Report he is Major C. A. Webb, but his address is :
A.A.G. (Welfare), H.Q. Eastern Command, Hounslow,
Middlesex.

Residential Club for Retired Service
Officers
NMARRIED or widower retired officers nOwadays
Ufind
it difficult to get accommodation they can

afford.
With this in view a retired senior officer has acquired
an hotel on the Norfolk Coast, which will open on
October 1st, 1950, as a Residential Club for Retired
Service Officers as permanent residents.
The property is situated in one acre of grounds over
looking the sea, in the healthiest part of England,
ten minutes from Golf Course, and with facilities for
most sports near at hand.
Here retired officers will find, in their own atmosphere,
real comfort, excellent catering and complete valet
service, including laundry, and care of linen and clothes
at an inclusive fee of from £5 5s. Od. to £7 7s. Od. per
week, according to room. Two comrades sharing large
bedroom at reduced rates.
This venture has the good wishes of the War Office.
Applications for reservations to : Wing Commander
K. W. Bransby, Abbeville, MundesleyonSea, Norfolk.

Life at the Royal Hospital,
and Conditions of Admission
THE Royal Hospital, Chelsea, which has been the
1 home of the Chelsea Pensioners for over 250 years,
is not of course a hospital in the modern sense of the
word, but rather a hostel or retreat, though it does
include an Infirmary for the sick and bedridden.
The buildings, designed by Sir Christopher Wren,
are arranged round three quadrangles, which stand in
spacious grounds of over 60 acres, thus forming a pleasant
retreat amid London's busy streets. The buildings were
badly damaged by bombs during the late war, and are
now in course of being restored, but owing to the priority
given to housing the work will necessarily take some
years to complete. Meanwhile the Infirmary is situated
at Leatherhead.
To be eligible for admission an applicant must:—
(a) be a life pensioner of the Army and of good
character.
(b) be unable to earn his own living but capable of
looking after himself if admitted.
(c) be 55 years of age or more unless in receipt of
disability pension from an Army disability.
(d) be free from liability of supporting a wife or
children ; he may not marry whilst an In
Pensioner.
(e) provide testimonials from local people to whom
he is known, to prove that he has been of
good character since his discharge from the
Army.
Any pensioner who wishes to be considered for ad
mission to "InPension" should apply to the Secretary
for a form of application which will be sent to him,
with a medical form to be completed by his doctor, if
he is eligible to be considered,
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It should be clearly understood that service and
disability pensions and allowances cease on admission
to InPension. Instead, InPensioners are provided
with board, lodging, clothing, medical attendance,
nursing and other comforts. Whenever possible, they
are given a holiday during the summer at Netley, near
Southampton. Pensioners who are receiving Con
tributory Old Age Pension, continue to draw it without
deduction. Those who have been drawing a non
contributory old age pension cease to do so on admission
but are given basic pay of 7/ a week whilst in the Royal
Hospital. Pensioners may in either case earn additional
money as N.C.O.s or in various light employments, and
when on furlough are given a ration allowance of 2/6
a day.
Men selected for admission are allowed travelling
expenses to Chelsea from places in Great Britain and
Ireland.
The Royal Hospital has a Governor, a Lieutenant
Governor and staff in which selected pensioners serve
as N.C.O.s. Though run on military lines the duties
are light, and every allowance is made for physical
infirmities, while the parades are limited to those for
Church and Pay.
Pensioners are required to wear uniform in the Royal
Hospital, but on furlough may wear civilian clothes if
they wish. The ration is as generous as the present
restrictions will permit, while other amenities provided
on the premises include a pensioners' club, in which
drinks may be obtained, a bowling club, allotment
gardens, billiards, lending library and supply of daily
newspapers and periodicals.
An InPensioner may be allowed to leave the Hospital
and return to ordinary civilian life, and resume the
OutPension which he ceased to draw when he was
admitted ; if he leaves within six months of admission,
he is liable to be charged for part cost of his uniform.
Any man may be discharged by order of the Board
for misconduct, when his outpension may, or may not,
be restored, either at the former or at some lower rate.
Once a pensioner reverts to OutPension he cannot be
readmitted as an InPensioner.
It is emphasized that the conditions attached to
admission are designed to ensure that the Hospital
remains, as it has been for so long, a real and comfortable
home for old soldiers, and no unreasonable restrictions
are imposed.
All correspondence and enquiries regarding admission
to InPension should be addressed to : The Secretary,
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, London, S.W.3, and not to
any person by name. Full regimental particulars of the
applicant, and the date of his admission to pension
should invariably be given.
[A number of vacancies on the InPension Establish
ment still exist, and applicants who are found to be
eligible and medically suitable can be admitted
immediately.—Ed.~\
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At the end of an excellent dinner the loyal toasts to
the King and the King of Denmark were proposed by
the Chairman.
The remainder of the evening was pleasantly spent in
renewing friendships and reminiscing on wartime days.

Regimental Gazette
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY,
11TH AUGUST, 1950, DATED TUESDAY, 15TH AUGUST,

1950.

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
THE BUFFS.—Capt. Peter Maxwell ChetwyndPalmer,
M.C. (380042), from Spec. List (exInd. Army), retd. to

be Capt., 1st Jan., 1949, and is granted the hon rank of
Maj.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 18TH
AUGUST, 1950, DATED TUESDAY, 22ND AUGUST, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. A. D. Peckham (337753) to be
Capt., 2nd July, 1950.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY,
25TH AUGUST, 1950, DATED TUESDAY, 29TH AUGUST,
1950
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Capt. R." H. Dendy (73099) to be Maj.,
26th August, 1950.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF
FRIDAY, 25TH AUGUST, 1950, DATED TUESDAY, 29TH
AUGUST, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. S. J. Squire (315045) to be Capt.,
28th August, 1950.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 1ST
SEPTEMBER, 1950, DATED TUESDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER,
1950.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (W.S,/Maj.) KennethMorey Crosland

Mallam (23830) from the King's R. Emerg. Commn., to
be Maj., 1st Jan., 1949, and is granted the hon. rank of
Lt.Col.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY,

5TH SEPTEMBER, 1950, DATED FRIDAY, 8TH SEPTEMBER,
1950.
THE BUFFS.—Lt.Col. N. D. Rice (5783) having
exceeded the age limit for retirement is placed on ret.
pay, 7th September, 1950, and is granted the hon.
rank of Brig.
Maj. (Qr.Mr.) G. A. Ricketts (100928) having attained
the age limit for retirement, is placed on ret. pay, 7th
September, 1950.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
THE BUFFS.—Maj. G. A. H. Proctor, T.D. (89210)

4th Bn. The Buffs (193945)
ReUnion Dinner
("AN Saturday, August 19th, the Annual Reunion was
A^held at the Gymnasium, New Infantry Barracks,
Canterbury, Lieut.Colonel D. P. Iggulden being
Chairman. Twenty Officers and 158 Other Ranks
attended.

from Active List, to be Maj., 1st July, 1950, retaining
his present seniority.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY,
12TH SEPTEMBER, 1950,
DATED FRIDAY, 15TH
SEPTEMBER, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. F. E. Thorneycroft (245296) to be

Capt., 13th September, 1950.
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1st Battalion
|T was obviously a fatal
*error to make any . com
ment on the identity of our
successors in Khartoum, as
was done in the last
Editorial, for no sooner had
the monthly packet been
despatched to Canterbury
than the word went round
that the East Lancashire
Regiment, and not the
Royal Ulster Rifles, was the
unit selected. Very much
the same thing can be said
about our departure, the
date of which varies—or so
it seems—from week to
week. Only a few months ago we were due
to leave early in the New Year ; then came news
that the backend of October was the favoured
date ; and now that again has been altered and
for October we must read November. All of
which only goes to show that one just can't
be too careful and that it is still anybody's
guess as to who our successors will really be
or when they will really arrive. There has not,
as yet, been any suggestion of a change in our
destination, but one never can tell.
There has undoubtedly been considerable
disappointment over the fact that the plight of
Khartoum—described by some as "the be
leaguered city"—did not receive the slightest
publicity in the English Press. Such over
estimation of the seriousness of the crisis,
caused by a complete breakdown of all internal
communications thanks to abnormally heavy
rains, is not to be wondered at when one
considers that petrol rationing had to be en
forced for four weeks, that virtually no fresh
fruit or vegetables arrived in Khartoum during
the same period; that the changeover of
companies to and from Gebeit, already one
month overdue, is only just taking place now,
and that back numbers of illustrated newspapers
.and periodicals, including the June and July
copies of this Journal, are only now just
arriving. Some people considered that "rough
ing it"_was an apt description of our lot;
chac mf & son mot
In view of the uncertainly of the weather,
it was really too much to expect that the
Beating of Retreat, scheduled for the evening
of August 9th, would in fact take place on the
appointed day. Sure enough, the rain came
down in torrents during the afternoon, just over

two inches falling in as many hours, and part
of the arena was well under water in no time.
Fortunately the rain fell sufficiently early for
the postponement decision to be taken at a
reasonable hour and before those responsible
for the arrangements could have any of those
hideously uncertain moments of "Shall we or
shan't we?". The ceremony was postponed for
fortyeight hours and at the second attempt
proved a most successful and popular occasion.
A further description of the actual evening
appears on another page. It was unfortunate
that the official photographers at the ceremony
made such a complete nonsense of their business.
The next best thing—a posed photograph of the
Corps of Drums on parade the following morn
ing, also appears elsewhere in this issue.
Before leaving the evergreen subject of the
weather, it may perhaps be of interest to
record that a nasty little number called a
"linesquall" passed close to Khartoum in the
early hours of one Monday morning, leaving a
trail of uprooted trees, fallen branches and
broken telephone wires in its wake. The centre
of this unpleasant and alarming phenomenon
was, we gather, some twenty miles away from
the city but the tremendous force of the wind
and the severity of the rain itself were more
than enough to make us extremely glad that
we were only on the outskirts of it.
If the rains have brought a welcome drop in
temperature they have also brought something
equally unwelcome—flies ; and flies have meant,
despite every precaution, a large increase in the
number of cases of dysentry and of other
internal upsets. Lieuts. Gillum and West both
succumbed, for short periods; and various
others, without actually getting as far as the
hospital, have managed to "keep on going when
the rest have stopped" only by dint of liberal
doses of some peculiar and effective brand of
cement lobbed out to them by the Medical
Officer. Other casualties have included Lieut.
Minto, who came off secondbest in a midnight
argument with a scorpion ; Captain ffrench
Blake, who almost immediately on his arrival
from Gebeit by air, was struck down by
pneumonia, as was also his small daughter ;
Mrs. McGrath ; and the small McGrath boy
who happily is getting quickly and completely
well again after a sudden attack of some form
of meningitis. With September and October—
two of the worst months, we gather, climatically
speaking—still to come, we must expect a
certain measure of sickness to continue ; but the
taking of all reasonable precautions is the
resonsibility of each and every one of us.
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Visitors during August have included the
Deputy ChaplainGeneral, M.E.L.F., who,
besides speaking to a crosssection of the men
of the battalion, also spoke to the officers and
afterwards took luncheon with them in the Mess.
Another luncheon party was given on the
occasion of the visit paid to the battalion by
Mr. Michael Stewart, Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State for War, during his recent
tour of units in the Middle East. He was
accompanied by another Member of Parliament
and by a Civil Servant from the War Office.
Finally we were very delighted to be able to
entertain to dinner, towards the end of the
month, four senior officers, three of them from
the Dominion and Colonial Forces, from the
Imperial Defence College. A party of sixteen
of them spent two days here during a tour of
the Middle East—a tour which, in the words
of a Colonel from the United States, was
"highly interesting but run on a mighty tight
schedule".
During the past month our new Regimental
SergeantMajor, W.OJ E. J. Weeks, late of
the East Surrey Regiment, arrived and we take
this opportunity of bidding him a warm
welcome. Departures from our midst have been
Lieut. Gatehouse, who left by air for a
Languages Course in England ; and, as forecast
last month, Major Lewis, who left by train for
Suez to take up his appointment as Secondin
Command, 1st Battalion Royal Sussex Regi
ment. To them both we wish Godspeed, every
good fortune and a swift and early return to
the Regiment of their own choice ; Major Lewis
in particular will be greatly missed in many
spheres, not the least being in our various sport
ing activities.
A further Band Concert, the second in the
series being given in the open air during the
last few months of our stay here, again proved
a most popular and successful event. Even to
the layman, two things were very obvious.
First that there was an immense improvement,
even since the previous concert, in the Band's
playing, in their tone and in their control
during the quieter passages ; and secondly that
Bandmaster Sharpe's leadership and musical
knowledge, his conducting and his confident
handling of the musicians in all phases of their
playing leave nothing to be desired. The
concert is reported on in more detail on another
page.
On the last evening of the month the Com
manding Officer and the SecondinCommand
had the extremely rare privilege and honour of
dining in the Sergeants' Mess, The occasion
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was the official welcome to the R.S.M. and the
Bandmaster, and the evening is well covered ip
the Sergeants'Mess notes.
I
While these lines were being written, the
Prime Minister has been talking about increases
in pay and extension by six months of the term
of the National Serviceman. While welcoming
both statements, we feel that the former is
just about three decades overdue and that the
latter is a most timely reminder to many that
Self must take second place to Service.
THE BEATING OF RETREAT,
KHARTOUM, 11TH AUGUST

As the last note of seven, striking from Khartoum
Cathedral, died away on the evening air the lights in
the trees around us went out and a battery of floodlights,
illuminating the statue of Gordon and the surrounding
carriageways, shone brightly out in their place. In
their dazzling glare we could see, drawn up in front of
the Palace Gates, four Buglers resplendent in scarlet who,
as we watched, sounded the Advance, then turned
smartly to a flank and marched briskly out of sight.
Almost at once came the offstage words of command
from DrumMajor Moyes setting the Band and Drums
in motion and, a matter of seconds later, the full glory
of flashing
instruments, whirling drumsticks, and
scarlet and white uniforms swung proudly into view to
the strains of Old Comrades.
Such was the very impressive beginning to the
performance of the ageold ceremony of The Beating of
Retreat—a performance which had been postponed
for two days owing to rain and which, on the evening of
11th August, was carried out to the accompaniment of
faraway flashes of lightning and the distant rumbling
of thunder. Much preparation, considerable thought
and many hours of hard work had been put into the
performance, even to the extent of building a "mock
up" in the Barracks, for rehearsal purposes, of the area
in which the ceremony was to take place.
Notices in the local Press, printed in every known
Middle East language, had informed the public of what
was afoot. Much of the information regarding the
origins and history of the ceremony, the primary role
in it of the Corps of Drums, and many useful hints and
suggestions about the performance itself, had been
supplied by Lieut.Colonel Howe to whom all those who
saw this particular performance are indeed grateful.
This advance publicity, together with the cooperation
of the Khartoum Police in closing roads and diverting
traffic, had their desired effect for there must have been
nearly a thousand spectators sitting, standing, perched
in trees and squatting on their heels by the time the
Advance was sounded. Certain guests had been especially
invited and these included the Acting GovernorGeneral,
Sir James Robertson, the Kaid, MajorGeneral Scoones,
all the Members of the Legislative Assembly, and the
Grand Kadi, the head of the Moslem Courts. It was
unfortunate that the Editor of one of the local English
"daily rags" should have considered that he too should
have received an invitation. In a somewhat brusque
letter to this writer the following day he expressed his
dissatisfaction over this matter—a letter to which he
at once received a polite, but very firm, reply from the
Colonel.
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Back Row [left to right).—Dmrs. E. Griffiths, M. Durling, A. Shrimpton, J. Crouch, J. Ogden.
Centre Row (left to right).—Dmrs. R. Parish, R. Blomer, L. Seton, L/Cpl. G. Mitchell, L/Cpl. H. Ollerenshaw, Dmrs.
D. Harker, E. Spiers.

Seated [left to right).—Dmrs. K. Haynes, I. Sedge, Sgt. E. Knight, DrumMajor G. Moyes, Cpl. R. Simmonds,
Dmrs. G. Mattock, C. Duffy.

Absent.—Dmrs. T. Chambers, D. Francis, J. Tattam, L. Ward, R. Woodrow.

Photos by London Photo Studios, Khartoum
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After numerous inarches and countermarches, in
quick and in slow time, and after certain other evolutions
and manoeuvrings, the climax to the performance
came when eight Buglers stepped briskly out to the foot
of Gordon's statue to the beat of the Drummer's Call,
halted and turned to their front. Those of the audience
who were able to do so rose to their feet and the centuries
old call of Retreat was then sounded. Barely had we
regained our seats—or our former positions—before
the Band, under the direction of Bandmaster Sharpe,
were playing the opening bars of the first verse of The
day Thou gavest.
Two more marches, one quick and one slow, with
Drums and Band together, and then DrumMajor
Moyes advanced towards the Commanding Officer.
With permission granted to play off, the Acting
GovernorGeneral took his place on the saluting base,
flanked by the Kaid on one side, the Colonel on the
other. Once again all rose to their feet; the Band and
Drums swung proudly by to the Regimental March;
the tune, so well known to all of us, came to its appointed
end ; the floodlights flickered and went out; and the
ceremony was over.
H.R.G.
PROGRAMME

Regimental Call: "Advance"
Entrance March : "Old Comrades"

...

C.Telke

Quick March : ''BabElMandeb"

...

Ord Hume

Slow March : "Regimental Colour"
breaking into
Quick March : "Regina" ...
...

...

M. Baylys

BAND AND DRUMS
BAND AND DRUMS

H. H. Johnson

DRUMS

Slow March: "Coronation March"
...
Meyerbeer
breaking into
Quick March : "Standard of St. George" K. J. A Iford
BAND

"Drummer's Call", followed by the sounding of "Retreat"
DRUMS

Evening hymn : "The day Thou gavest"
BAND

Quick March : "National Emblem"

BAND AND DRUMS

... E.E. Bqgley

Slow March : "The garb of Old Gaul" ...
... Trad.
arr. J. Harman
BAND AND DRUMS

Play:off March : "Regimental Quick March, The Buffs"
Handel
BAND AND DRUMS

The Parade under the command of
DrumMajor G. MOYES.
The Band under the direction of
Bandmaster T. L. SHARPE, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M.

Military Band Concert
The second of the current series of Military Band
Concerts by the Band took place in South Barracks on
August 30th.
This performance was so outstandingly good that
readers of The Dragon might like a description of the
concert. It is hoped that they will then realize the very
high standard which the Regimental Band has attained
under their new Bandmaster, Mr. T. L. Sharpe, L.R.A.M.,
A.R.C.M., and will look forward to hearing it on its
return to England in December.
The setting for the concert was, as on the first occasion,
quite perfedt. A fine, cool moonlight night; the Band

in their white uniforms oh a crimson dais, between two
overhanging trees ; fairy lights in the branches above,
and floodlights below. All these combined to provide
the right atmosphere for the audience to relax in their
chairs and to enjoy the music.
To precede the programme a striking Fanfare,
Veteri Frondescit Honore, composed by the Bandmaster,
was played with vigour by the Brass section—Cornets,
Horns and Trombones. An unusual cantabile dis
tinguished the fanfare which concluded with heavy
descending chords accompanied by impressive flourishes
on the tympani.
The Concert began in the grand manner with the
March Entry of the Gladiators in which the heavy brass
and percussion were particularly noticeable for the
vigour and precision of their playing.
The Overture Plymouth Hoe, by Ansell, followed.
This was competently played, especially the ^ florid .
passages for reeds and basses, and the Rule Britamma
theme in which the French Horns were heard to
advantage.
Sgts. Hubbard and Lynch then took their stand to
play a Cornet and Trombone Duet. This was the lovely
aria Softly awakes my heart from SaintSaens' opera
Samson and Delilah. Those of us who have heard
Marian Anderson sing this were possibly a little
apprehensive of hearing it in such an unconventional
medium. Our fears were groundless, however, for We
heard a really sympathetic rendering played With
expression and tone and with a thorough understanding
between the two soloists. The Band deserve great
praise for their accompaniment which fulfilled the old
adage that "A good accompanist is felt, but not heard".
The restrained semiquaver accompaniment of the
woodwind was played with great sympathy.
As an encore, BandSergeant Hubbard gave a flawless
performance of the Post Horn Gallop—always a favourite
among military band audiences.
A feature of these Concerts has been the inclusion of
two of Clive Richardson's arrangements of traditional
airs which were so much a part of the ITMA programmes
of Tommy Handley. A number of these have been
adapted, for Military Band. They are clever arrange
ments—perhaps just a bit too clever—but they give
the various sections of the Band a chance to show off.
In British Grenadiers and Irish Washerwoman the Band
seized its opportunities. In the former the percussion
came into its own, while in the latter the clarinets had
it all their own way.
NoW . followed what was perhaps the outstanding
performance of the evening—The Dance of the Hours
from Poncielli's Ballet La Giaconda. This was the Band
at its very best and: showed that the standard of
musicianship Was well above the average of Military
Bands in these days. In general we noticed the good
balance of the Band as a whole and in particular the
articulation and phrasing of the Woodwind, the good
timing of the Tenor section ably led by the Euphonium, >
and the crisp BraSs playing in the last movement.
It Was interesting to see the.effect of this performance
upon the. audience. They were enthralled. . The only
movement during the entire performance was from my
neighbour—a guest—who leant oyer to me and
whispered, "I had no idea a Military Band could be made
to sound like this—it's perfectly lovely."
After an interval, when the Officers entertained the
Regimental guests who included the Acting Governor ;
of Khartoum and other notables, theAudience settled^
down again to listen with an air of . even greater..
expectancy than before.
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A selection from Aida opened the second half of the
programme. Although we sadly missed the brilliance
of the usual Aida trumpets—having to make do with
the duller tone of the cornets—the Band captured the
spirit of this majestic opera and ably helped by the
rich deep tone of the Bass Trombone gave us a per
formance of which I am sure Verdi would have approved.
Two pieces in contrast were next played by the Band.
Debussy's Claire de Lune and the Dance of the Comedians
from The Bartered Bride by Smetana. Claire de Lune,
one would have thought, could not be easily adapted
for a Military Band. By the weird unearthly effect of
muted strings does Debussy convey the idea of moon
light and no combination of instruments in a Military
Band can produce any similar sound. Bandmaster
Sharpe has, however, managed to arrange this work
in such a way that muted brass and flutes conveyed
the required effect and some good legato playing by the
reeds aided, we must add, by an almost full moon in
the sky. completed the illusion.
The gay Dance of the Comedians, preceded by an
amusing introduction by the Percussion section, provided
the desired contrast.
Now came the much awaited debftt of the Male Voice
Choir. For a first performance their singing of three
songs—Whiskey fohnny, There are Women and The
Jolly Roger—was very creditable. The Bandmaster
was sensible in selecting boisterous and amusing songs
such as these for they well suited his choir. Any short
comings in the quality of the voices was more than
compensated for by the excellence of their diction,
intonation and phrasing. The Sea Shanty was par
ticularly well done, although one prefers to hear these
with a solo voice and chorus. We look forward to
hearing more from these singers for they provide a
very welcome interlude in any programme.
One supposes that every member of every audience
knows the next piece, Tchaikowsky's Valse des Fleurs
from the Casse Noisette Suite—especially as a particularly
dreary adaptation has come to be associated in the
minds of many soldiers with the Orderly Officer's
inspection during Guard Mounting. It probably is not
generally realized however that this work, as written,
is not an easy one for a Military Band. For this reason
this performance was probably the second best item in
the concert. It was played with an orchestral technique
seldom heard in Military Bands. Especially noteworthy
were the horn playing in the legato passages and the
clarinet cadenza of Cpl. Weatherall, whose articulation
was of a very high order.
The Concert was rounded off in fitting style with the
Introduction to Act III of Lohengrin. The main theme
was played in true Wagnerian style by the Brass whose
full rich tone must have delighted the Commanding
Officer who particularly appreciates the Band in this
moqd.
So ended a really remarkable evening. Even those of
us who had been associated with the Band and who
had realized the high standard to which they had been
trained by Bandmaster Foster, were surprised at the
excellence of their performance. Although undoubtedly
much of the credit must go to his predecessor and to the
Bandsmen themselves, Bandmaster Sharpe is to be
congratulated upon the polish, balance and style with
which in such a short time he has imbued his Band.
C.B.G.


PROGRAMME

Fanfare : Veteri Frondescit Honore"
March : "Entry of tlie Gladiators"
Overture: "Plymouth Hoe"
...

...
...
...

...Sharpe
... Fucik
... Ansell

Cornet and Trombone Duet: "Softly awakes my heart"
("Samson and Delilah")
SaintSaens
Solo Cornet: B/SGT. K. HUBBARD
Solo Trombone : SGT. T. R. LYNCH
Transcriptions : "British Grenadiers" 1
Trad.
'' Irish Washerwoman'' f arr. Richardson
Ballet: "Dance of the Hours" ("La Gioconda") Poncielli
INTERVAL

Grand Selection : "Aida" ...
...
...
... Verdi
Two pieces in contrast:
"Clair de Lune" ...
...
...Debussy, arr. Sharpe
"Dance of the Comedians" ("The Bartered Bride")
Smetana
Male Voice Choir :
Sea Shanty : "Whiskey Johnny"
...
... Trad.
Part Song : "There are Women"
Ashton Oakley
Part Song : "The Song of the Jolly Roger" Candish
Valse : "Valse des Fleurs"
...
... Tchaikowsky
Finale : Introduction Act III, "Lohengrin"
Wagner
Regimental March, The Buffs ...
.. .Handel
"GOD SAVE THE KING"

Sports Reports
During the past four months cricket has taken pride
of place in this column, although as can be seen below,
the other games and competitions played during the
same period have been many and varied. Since we
are producing a Battalion team in the local Garrison
League, it is only right and fitting that the majority of
our news is confined to cricket reports and results.
However, let's sum up briefly what has been achieved
since this column was started.
BASKET BALL.—InterPlatoon League Competition.
Won by No. 3 Platoon, "A" Company. Runnersup :
SignaLPlatoon.
InterCompany League. Won by "Q" Company.
Runnersup : "A" Company.
CRICKET.—InterPlatoon Cricket. Won by M.G. Platoon.
Runnersup : Signal Platoon.
VOLLEY BALL.—InterPlatoon Volley Ball League.
Won by Signal Platoon. Runnersup : M.G. Platoon.
WATER POLO.—InterCompany Water Polo League.
Won by "Q" Company. Runnersup : "A" Company.
SWIMMING.—InterCompany Yearly Swimming Com
petition. Won by "Q" Company. Runnersup : "A"
Company.
And finally, we are in the closing stages of the Inter
Company Cricket Competition, with "S" Company
leading.
SPORTS SEASONS—KHARTOUM

January, February, March.—Sailing, Soccer and Hockey.
April, May, June.—Cricket, Basket Ball and Volley Ball.
July, August, September.—Cricket, Swimming, Water
Polo, Basket Ball and Volley Ball.
October, November, December.—Athletics, Soccer,
Hockey, Boxing and CrossCountry.
From April to September, all games with the exception
of cricket begin at 4.30 p.m. Cricket usually begins at
3.30 p.m.

In closing, mention must be made of the enthusiasm
shown by ail Companies in the running of these com
petitions and the cooperation readily given by distracted
Company Commanders, who at times were touching
rock bottom in producing sometimes as many as three
Company or Platoon teams during an afternoon.

THE DRAGON
CRICKET
Harris
P.
4
"S" Company
"A" Company
4
"C" Company
4
"Q" Company
4
"H" Company
4
"B" Company yet to play.

W.
3
2
2
2
1

L.
1
1
2
2
2
3

Points
6
4
4
4
2

HARRIS SHIELD GAME

"S" Company v "C" Company
"C" Company
Pte. Harms, b Pedder
Pte. Fenson, b Green ...
Lieut. Thorneycroft, not out..
2/Lieut. West, b Pedder
Pte. Fuller, not out ...
Pte. Gridley
Pte. Fleet
Pte. McCall
Pte. Simpson r Did not bat.
2/Lieut. Minto
Pte. Mortimer ,
Extras
...
...
Total (3 wickets)

6

0

33
35
8

89

... 88

Bowling.—Fuller 1 for 24 ; Thorneycroft 2 for 20;
West 0 for 1 ; Harms 5 for 16 ; McCall 0 for 5 ; Fenson
2 for 20.
"C" Company won by 7 wickets.
HARRIS SHIELD GAME

"S" Company v "Q" Company
"S" Company
Pte. Green, b Watts
Major Lewis, c Buckley, b Watts
L/Cpl. Smith, b Watts
Pte. Pedder, b Watts .
C.S.M. Excell, b Hubbard
Pte. Wildish, b Hubbard
Pte. Brodrick, c Mitchell, b Watts
Sgt. Ellis, b Hubbard...
Pte. White, not out ...
Sgt. Brice, b Hubbard
Pte. Riley, b Hubbard
Extras
...
...
...
Tr>tfl.l   .

...

Bowling.—Hubbard 5 for 41 Watts 5 for 22 ; Fisher
0 for 8.
"0" Company
5
Capt. Morgan, c Lewis, b Green
1
Cpl. Weatherall, played on, b Pedder
8
Capt. Watts, b Green...
17
Major Yates, not out ...
9
Bdsmn. Fisher, b Pedder
1
C/Sgt. Seymour, c Green, b Green
3
Bdsmn. Mitchell, c Lewis, b Green
1
Sgt. Hubbard, c Riley, b Pedder
0
B/M. Sharpe, c Brice, b Pedder
* 0
Pte. Buckley, b Green
0
Pte. Eaton, run out
6
Extras
...
Total...

52

Bowling.—Pedder 4 for 27 ; Green 5 for 19.
"S" Company won by 22 runs.
HARRIS SHIELD GAME

Bowling.—Pedder 2 for 41 ; Green 1 for 28 ; Mitchell
0 for 13.
"S" Company
Capt. Iliffe, b Thorneycroft ...
1
L/Cpl. Smith, c West, b Fuller
0
Major Lewis, b Harms
49
Pte. Pedder, c West, b Thorneycroft
6
Sgt. Ellis, b Harms ...
11
C.S.M. Excell, c Fleet, b Fenson
0
Pte. Green, c McCall, b Fenson
14
5
Pte. Boxall, b Harms...
0
2/Lieut. Grugeon, b Harms
0
Pte. Castle, b Harms ...
0
Pte. Mitchell, not out...
Extras
...
2
Total...

187

9
9

10

3
15
7
6

0
1
6

5
3

74

"H" Company v "S" Company
"S" Company
Capt. Iliffe, c Lt.Col. Parry, b Gillum
L/Cpl. Smith, b Grace
Major Lewis, b Grace...
Pte. Pedder, c O'Reagan, b Grace
2/Lieut. Grugeon, b Grace ...
Pte. Green, b Grace ...
Sgt. Brice, b Grace
Pte. Mitchell, lbw, b Grace ...
C/Sgt. Fagg, b Grace ...
Pte. Riley, c Morrant, b Grace
Pte. Casfle, not out
Extras
...
...
Total

96
10

0

11

0
2

0
2

1
5
133

Bowling.—Gillum 1 for 50 ; Grace 8 for 51 ; Morrant
0 for 27.
"J/" Company
Sgt. Richards, run out
...
27
L/Cpl. Guinnell, c Grugeon, b Pedder
... 12
Major Grace, lbw, b Pedder ...
...
... 51
Pte. O'Reagan, c Grugeon, b Pedder
... 3
Lt.Col. Parry, b Pedder
... 1
Sgt. Streams, lbw, b Pedder ...
...
... 0
L/Cpl. Morrant, c Grugeon, b Pedder
... 0
R.Q.M.S. Russell, b Mitchell
0
Pte. Keary, c Grugeon, b Mitchell ...
... 3
Lieut. Gillum, not out
2
L/Cpl. Grogan, c Fagg, b Mitchell
0
Extras
...
...
...
...
4
Total...

.. 103

Bowling.—Pedder 6 for 48 ; Green 0 for 17 ; Mitchell
3 for 34.
"S" Company won by 30 runs.
CRICKET—BUFFS V R.A.F.
In a most conclusive victory on Saturday, August 12th,
the Battalion defeated the R.A.F. by 118 runs. The
game was noteworthy for a fine century by Major Grace,
and for an unusually high score compiled by the
Battalion—205 for 5 wickets. This is incidentally the
highest total yet attained in a 38over innings at South
Barracks this season.
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The Battalion's innings started with disaster. Lieut.
Thorneycroft was completely beaten by the first ball
of the match, and with only 17 runs on the board
Major Lewis was also bowled.
But Major Grace at once showed that he had no
intention of leaving the wicket, and Cpl. Weatherall,
who has improved out of all recognition throughout the
season, was batting very solidly too. Scoring was slow
at first and the ball was not finding the middle of the
bat in every case, but Major Grace found his form with
a delightful drive past midwicket, and from then on
punished the bowling with great gusto. He passed his
50 and continued relentlessly, but was decidedly fortun
ate not to be stumped while in the 70's. On two occasions
he was caught yards outside his crease when the ball
was at the disposal of the wicketkeeper, but in neither
case did the R.A.F. take their opportunity.
He reached his 100 with a splendid six over square
leg, but was dismissed the very next ball. His innings
included five 6's and eight 4's. His scoring strokes to
leg—pulls, in particular—were especially powerful.
On a ground of this size it is heartbreaking for a bowler
to see virtually any ball—regardless of pitch, direction
or speed—lifted for 6 runs.
130 runs had been added for this wicket. 2/Lieut.
West then indulged in some extremely hard and effective
hitting until he was caught in the deep. He scored at a
phenomenal rate, and Cpl. Weatherall wisely refrained
from taking any steps to secure the bowling.
2/Lieut. Mullins took a tremendous swing at his first
ball but unhappily failed to connect. By now the
ration of overs was nearly completed, and the main
interest lay in the possibility of making more than 200
runs. All through the innings Cpl. Weatherall had
batted without a hint of uncertainty, but he had been
scoring on the whole very slowly. Now, however, he
delighted everybody by driving the fifth ball of the last
Over past the bowler for 4 runs to give the 200. Just
to show us that that was no flash in the pan he drove the
last ball through the covers, also for 4 runs.
The R.A.F. began their task briskly enough, but with
the score at 21 Barton snicked a ball to be caught in the
slips. Shimmons, when his turn came, never looked at
all happy at the wicket. He has, of course, proved
many times in the past that he can score a lot of runs
very quickly, but this was clearly an offday for him.
He hit four 4's before he was caught behind the stumps.
After that it could only be a matter of time. Apart
from Caldon nobody stayed at the wicket for any length
of time, and the match ended during the twentyfirst
over. Sgt. Hubbard bowled well, as did also L/Cpl.
Morris and the fielding was of a high order throughout.
The scores were :—
The Buffs
Cpl. Weatherall, not out
...
...
... 42
Lieut. F. E. Thorneycroft, b Reed
0
Major P. J. Lewis, b Shimmons
...
... 15
Major H. R. Grace, lbw, b Shimmons
... 100
2/Lieut. C. T. F. West, c Shimmons, b Millar 36
2/Lieut. G. O. Mullins, b Le Cloirec...
... 0
L/Cpl. Morris, not out
....
...
... 2
Sgt. Richards
")
Capt. F. de R. Morgan l_., ^ A
Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry fDld uot bat
Sgt. Hubbard
J
Extras (b. 7, nb. 3)
10
Total (5 wickets)

205

Bowling.—Reed 151541; Le Cloirec 70301 ;
Shimmons 110672 ; Millar 5044L

The H A S.
Barton, c Thorneycroft, b Morris
Rose, c and b Hubbard
Le Cloirec, lbw, b Hubbard ...
Shimmons, c Morgan, b Morris
Agnew, c Hubbard, b Morris...
Hayter, b Morris
Caldon, c Grace, b Hubbard...
Nicholls, b Morris
Bradley, hit wicket, b Hubbard
Millar, c Lewis, b Thorneycroft
...
Reed, not out ...
Extras
Total...

13
14

8

16
13

0

17

0

3
2

1
0
87

Bowling.—Hubbard 7.40364 ; Morris 93375
Grace 30110; Thorneycroft 1031.

THE BUFFS V THE SMALL UNITS

In a low scoring, but nonetheless interesting
encounter, the Small Units Team recorded their third
successive victory in the Senior League by narrowly
defeating The Buffs on Friday and Saturday, 20th and
21st August, 1950.
This was a bowler's game throughout, amply proved
by the fact that out of the 22 batsmen on view only
three reached double figures, Major Ormiston 32 not
out, Major Lewis 31 and Captain Lathan 19. In addition
to the accurate and successful bowling, the fielding on
both sides was, with one or two unlucky exceptions,
first rate. Particularly worthy in this respect were
Q.M.S.I. Spinner, Captain Lathan, Major Ormiston,
Major Grace and Cpl. Weatherall.
The Buffs; batting first, suffered an early shock
when, with only three runs on the board, their opening
pair were out, dismissed by very good catches off the
bowling of Col. Irvine. Further disaster came a few
minutes later when Major Grace skied an easy catch to
the wicketkeeper off Thompson.
Major Lewis was batting confidently and scored an
invaluable 31 before being seventh man out. He included
five boundaries in his score. When he went Captain
Lathan and Cpl. Moore took command of the game,
finishing off the last four wickets for 24 runs to leave
The Buffs total 71.
The Small Units team had every reason to feel
confident of passing this total but they too had many
shocks ahead. Against the bowling of L/Cpl. Morris
and Sgt. Hubbard they were soon in trouble, losing
Padre Williams, Cpl. Moore, Col. Irvine, Q.M.S.I.
Spinner and Pte. Birmingham for 27 runs. Captain
Lathan however came to the wicket and had a merry
knock of 19, hitting four boundaries, to brighten things
for the Small Units. Play for the day closed with the
score 41 for 7.
Major Ormiston collared the bowling on Saturday
afternoon, taking the responsibility of winning or losing
the game for his team. He batted beautifully in a
polished innings of 32 not out and was undoubtedly
the saviour of the day for his team.

THE BUFFS

V

KHARTOUM CRICKET CLUB

The opening games in the Senior League had as a
main attraction the meeting of the K.C.C. and the full
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Battalion, team of The Buffs. After a blank day on
Friday because of rain, the game was played on Saturday
and Sunday, 5th and 6th August, 1950, on the South
Barracks ground, which, incidentally, looked a picture.
The Buffs had first knock, opening their innings with
Captain Morgan and Cpl. Weatherall, both of whom
looked confident and were full of neat stroke play
against the bowling of Wilcher, the Club Captain, and
Suggett. Weatherall with his score at 7 went to a
simple catch by Hayles standing close in, in the eleventh
over, after playing as though he might stay there all
day. Captain Morgan followed shortly afterwards to a
very good catch in the slips by Suggett.
Major Grace then made a most spirited and neat
innings of 21, all too short from The Buffs point of view,
since the only other successful bat in the side was L/Cpl.
Morris, who included a six and a four in a bright knock
of 19 not out. Extras added 22 to put the scoreboard
97 for 9 when The Buffs declared.
The tactics of The Buffs captain in declaring on
Saturday evening and putting the Club in to bat with
the hope of getting a few cheap wickets, certainly paid
high dividends. In his first over L/Cpl. Morris clean
bowled Burridge for 1 run and a few minutes later Fuller,
with a quick return to the wicketkeeper, had Dickinson
run out. Two wickets for 8 runs was most encouraging
but Elliott and Suggett held the fort successfully until
the close of play.
A quick wicket or two on Saturday afternoon would
have put The Buffs well on top, but it was not to be.
The Club batsmen were showing a straight bat to the
good 'uns and hitting the loose ones very hard. Elliott
with 38, Suggett 18, Wilcher 23 and Hayles 33 (which
included two sixes and 4 fours) saw the Club score
safely past their opponents' 97, with 5 wickets in hand.
The Buffs
Capt. Morgan, c Suggett, b Elliott
...
Cpl. Weatherall, c Hayles, b Suggett
Lieut. Thorneycroft, c Hayles, b Suggett
Major Grace, b Suggett
Major Lewis, c Hayles, b Suggett ...
2/Lieut. West, b Elliot
...
...
L/Cpl. Morris, not out
...
...
2/Lieut. Mullins, b Tindle ...
...
Lt.Col. Parry, b Suggett
Lieut. Gillum, b Elliot
...
...
Pte. Fuller, not out ...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
Total (9 wickets dec.)

...

... 14
... 7
...
7
21
... 1
... 1
... 19
... 1
1
... 0
... 3
... 22
...

97

Bowling.—Suggett 5 for 26 ; Wilcher 0 for 21 ; Elliot
2 for 7 ; Tindell 2 for 14 ; Crowther 0 for 7.
Khartoum Cricket Club
Burridge, b Morris
...
...
...
Elliott, b Thorneycroft
...
...
Dickenson, run out ...
...
...
Suggett, b Grace
...
...
...
Wilcher, b Grace
...
...
...
Hayles, c and b West...
...
...
Haig, b West ...
...
...
...
Hughes, b Fuller
...
Morris, c Morris, b Mullins ...
...
Crowther, not out
...
...
...
Tindell, c and b Mullins
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
Total

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

1
36
2
18
23
33
11
0
1
3
4
17
149
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Bowling.—Mullins 2 for 14 ; Morris 1 for 28 ; Grace
2 for 24 ; Thorneycroft 1 for 23 ; Gillum 0 for 15 ;
Fuller 1 for 8 ; West 2 for 20.
K.C.C. won by 5 wickets.

CRICKET—K.C.C. BEAT THE BUFFS
In a most exciting return match at South Barracks
on Saturday, August 26th, the K.C.C. defeated The
Buffs by the narrow margin of 11 runs. It was the first
game this season in which the 38over ration has definitely
affected the result, for at close of play three Buffs wickets
were still to fall, and with the batsmen scoring at the
rate they were another two overs might well have shown
a different result. However, this system is all part of
the game in Khartoum, and full credit must go to the
K.C.C. in pinning down the batsmen in the early stages
of the innings.
K.C.C.'s innings began disastrously on Friday, for
their first three batsmen were out with only 5 runs on
the board. The Buffs suffered a setback too, however,
for L/Cpl. Morris, the opening bowler, stopped a very
hard ball from Lindsay at gully on the forehead. He
did not leave the field, but as could be expected his
bowling was not as good after the incident.
But, alas, The Buffs failed to take full advantage of
their strong position. The bowling was, to be frank,
indifferent, and Wilcher and Suggett wasted no time
in punishing the loose ball. Two dropped catches—
one from each batsman—proved expensive, and when
90 odd runs had been added in a dozen overs, it seemed
that nothing would dislodge the pair.
Then, quite suddenly, Suggett lifted an offdrive and
was splendidly caught by Major Lewis high above his
head. Soon afterwards, off the last ball before tea,
Wilcher was caught on the square leg boundary by
2/Lieut. Mullins, substituting for Major Grace, who was
indisposed. Wilcher's innings included ten 4's and
changed the whole complexion of the game. 110 runs
in 19 overs for the loss of five wickets is a very adequate
performance, and the only consolation for The Buffs
was that Suggett and Wilcher, who were completely
responsible for this rapid turning of the tables, were
both back in the pavilion.
After tea Howes indulged in some very hard hitting
until caught off a skier at third man. Rutley batted
dourly for his 19, and when K.C.C. were finally all out
they had compiled a highly respectable total.

Against steady bowling by Suggett and Wilcher
runs came slowly for The Buffs on Saturday. Cpl.
Weatherall was dismissed at an early stage, and Captain
Morgan and Lieut. Thorneycroft both found great
difficulty in getting the ball away. Captain Morgan was
yorked by the first ball of Suggett's second spell, and
when tea was taken at halftime the scoreboard read
52 for 2.
Obviously the rate of scoring had to be more than
doubled if anything was to happen, and in fact the
cricket did liven up directly after tea. 30 runs were
added in four overs, but then Major Lewis was brilliantly
stumped by Burridge. His innings of 26 included four
4's and a 6". This game was, alas, his last in Khartoum,
and The Buffs XI will be sadly weakened by his loss.
The 100 was passed but there was always this mad
race against the clock. Lieut. Thorneycroft had a lucky
escape in the slips, but was bowled very soon after.
He had batted very competently for his 44, and it was
good to see him make some runs again.
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59 runs were needed for victory when 2/Lieut. West
joined Major Grace, and there were 7 overs left. But
almost at once an impossible run was called, and 2/Lieut.
West was run out.
Two more wickets fell, the second of which—that of
Major Grace—resulting from another splendid piece of
stumping by Burridge.
44 runs were now needed with 5 overs to go. If anyone
would score the runs it was Major Yates, and bravely
he struggled. And so to the last over with 26 runs to
make. The first two balls Major Yates somehow des
patched to the boundary. But 18 runs in four balls
was just too much, and the batsmen had to be content
with just another four and two singles.
Burridge's wicketkeeping was, as always, quite
excellent, and his two stumpings off the fast bowling
of Suggett were a matchwinning factor. The scores
were :—
K.C.C.
Burridge, c Morgan, b Hubbard
...
... 1
Lindsay, b Hubbard ...
...
...
...
1
Haig, b Morris...
...
...
...
...
0
Suggett, c Lewis, b Thorneycroft ...
... 40
Wilcher, c Sub., b Thorneycroft
...
... 59
Elliot, lbw, b Hubbard
...
...
... 11
Rutley, not out
...
...
...
... 19
Howes, c Yates, b West
...
...
... 24
Tindall, run out
...
...
...
...
9
Daniell, b Thorneycroft
...
...
... 1
Sanderson, b Watts
0
Extras (b. 1, 1b. 3, nb. 1)
...
...
5
Total

170

Bowling.—Morris, 81261 ; Hubbard, 132803 ;
West, 50341; Thorneycroft, 72183; Watts,
2071.
The Buffs
Cpl. Weatherall, b Wilcher ...
...
...
4
Capt. F. de R. Morgan, b Suggett ...
... 20
Lieut. F. E. Thorneycroft, b Wilcher
... 44
Major P. J. Lewis, st Burridge, b Suggett ... 26
Major H. R. Grace, st Burridge, b Suggett
20
2/Lieut. C. T. F. West, run out
...
...
2
Capt. M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake, b Suggett..,
2
Major G. H. A. Yates, not out
...
... 25
Capt. E. H. F. Watts, not out
...
...
7
Extras (b. 2, 1b. 6, w. 1)
...
... 9
Total (7 wickets)

...

...

... 159

L/Cpl. Morris and Sgt. Hubbard did not bat.
Bowling.—Suggett, 151644 ; Wilcher, 161622 ;
Howes, 40120 ; Elliot, 30120.
HARRIS SHIELD SWIMMING GALA

On Sunday, August 27th, the annual InterCompany
Swimming Gala was held, the points from it counting
towards the Harris Shield Competition. The Gala
lasted two and a half hours, perhaps a little too long.
It was found that the diving for plates lasted nearly
half an hour, and was inclined to drag. The crocodile
race was cut altogether, and the exhibition water polo
match was cut down to five minutes each way, to save a
little time. Apart from this the Gala was a great success
and a large number of enthusiastic spectators appeared
to enjoy themselves.
.Rivalry was very keen, particularly between "Q"
Company and "A" Company, and all afternoon they
were fighting it out for top position,

On a slightly lower plane "S" Company and "C"
Company fought for 3rd and 4th places while "H"
Company did their utmost to ipset them all but were
always lagging in the rear.
Recorded music was played by W.OJ Morgan,
R.A.E.C., and it succeeded in maintaining the smooth
running of the programme.
All swimming events were run as relay races and this,
besides stimulating excitement, called for a greater
number of competitors thereby encouraging the swimmer
whose slower speed would normally have made him a
spectator.
"A" Company started well when their team, Jones,
Pellant and Dixon, won the one length freeMstyle.
Dixon swam particularly well but it would be unfair in
such a competition to single out individuals as even the
slower men exerted themselves as much as the faster.
"Q" Company were a close second and "S", "H" and
"C" Companies finished in that order.
Dixon again distinguished himself in the next event
by making a fine plunge of 51 ft. 8 in. to give "A"
Company an aggregate of 232 ft. for 6 plunges, which
gave them their second win. Cpl. Simmonds ("Q")
with 46 ft. and Major Gray ("C") with 41 ft., were
second and third respectively for the plunge.
In the next event, one length backstroke, "Q"
made up for theii earlier defeats by winning in grand
style from "C" Company. Larkin swam beautifully
for them but Pellant's magnificent efforts for "A"
must be mentioned ; although well in the fourth position
when he took over he was only inches behind "C" at
the finish.
The Novelty Dress Race was won by Taundry and
Bolton for "C" Company, but did not count in the
Competition.
"Q" went further ahead when Ormiston, Larkin and
Lieut. Square beat Bean, Huckstepp and Jones of "A"
in the two lengths FreeStyle with "S" in third place.
Diving for plates helped "A" to catch up on "Q"
when they finished second and last respectively. In
this event a number of tin dinner plates were thrown
to the bottom of the pool, competitors had to dive in
and collect as many as they could and return them to
the judge for counting. The highest individual was
Waite of "H" Company who returned 17. Next came
2/Lieut. Minto and Pte. Perry with 16 each. The more
plates collected the heavier they get and the event
requires great endurance and strength. The two lengths
Breaststroke was won by Gornall, Glazier and Fisher
for "Q" Company with "A" again second, but "A"
reversed the position in the last race, 1 length Breast
Stroke, when Lieut. Mullins, Prosser and Rhoades
forced "Q" into 2nd place. Rhoades for "A" Company
deserves mention for a very strong swim.
In the diving many good efforts were seen. L/Cpl.
Dolan had the most points, with Fuller a close second.
The final results were in this order, "H", "S", "Q",
"C" and "A" Company. The diving judges were Lieut.
Colonel F. W. B. Parry, Major H. R. Grace and Q.M.S.I.
Spinner.
The final positions for the Harris Shield were : "Q"
82 points ; "A" 78 points; "S" 52 points; "C"
50 points ; "H" 36 points.
Then followed the Water Polo Match between the
Champion Company ("Q") and a team from the
remainder of the Battalion. "Q" won by 3 goals to 0.
Goal scorers were Fisher (2), Lieut, Squire (1),
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Teams : "Q"—Lieut. Squire, Gornall, Glazier, Yuill,
Ormiston, Watts, Fisher. "The Rest"—2/Lt. Grugeon,
Huckstepp, Smewin, Chuter, Pellant, Larkin, Dolan.
It is worthy of note that a swimming gala of this sort
requires no less than 23 officials to ensure that the events
run smoothly. It is not the intention of the writer to
single out any particular official for praise, rather to
thank them all for their team work, which made the
gala a success.
Mrs. Grace presented the prizes and the Commanding
Officer, Lieut.Colonel F. W. B. Parry, wound up the
gala by thanking all officials and helpers for their
efforts. He also expressed his appreciation of the large
number of competitors (there were over 90), remarking
that great advantage had obviously been taken of the
swimming facilities here in Khartoum.
S.J.S.
SQUASH RACQUETS

OWing to an unfortunate accident to some of the
equipment, Squash did sag slightly among the O.Rs.
As usual the P.R.I, came to the rescue and bought a
brand new "Gradidge". It was quite an expensive
dip into the funds, but appreciated by the (I'm sorry
to say) few who play.
Encouraged, the few set forth determined to reach
some higher standard of play, in order to match their
new found talents with others, and to bring this all too
unknown game into the limelight. And so, representing
"The Few", Cpl. Scott called on Major Grace and issued
a challenge to the Officers, in this case a gruelling
"Best of Five".
The match will be held on Monday and Tuesday,
4th and 5th September. This correspondent cannot
predict the outcome, but can only hope that the O.Rs.
will not be too badly trounced, if only in compensation
for their unceasing and willing hard work during the
past few weeks.
The team will consist of: Pte. Stepney, L/Cpl.
Gwinnell, Cpl. Scott, Sgt. Davidson (R.A.E.C.), Cpl.
Edwards, Pte. O'Regan ; and the result will be recorded
next month.
Sergeants' Mess
Foreshadowing, perhaps, the trend of events in the
not so far distant future, the Mess during August has
seen several changes. Departures of old members and
the arrivals of new members have tended to make the
caterer's routine moie like that of a receptionist at the
Grand Hotel.
We take pleasure in announcing the arrival of our
new R.S.M.—R.S.M. E. J. Weeks. We extend to him
our wholehearted welcome and wish him a most pleasant
stay amongst us. There is added pleasure to us in this
because R.S.M. Weeks, in coming to the Battalion, is
also being welcomed to the Regiment; he had previously
served in the East Surrey Regiment.
For the last eighteen months C.S.M. Faulkner has
ably filled the vacancy and much credit is due to him
for the efficient way in which he has handled the
Battalion and the Mess.
We also welcome W.O.I A. Morgan and W.O.II
Young, both of the R.A.E.C., who have recently arrived
from the U.K. We wish them a happy stay whilst
attached to the Mess.
On the debit side, we have said "Goodbye", at least
for a while, to three of our members : Sgts. Richards
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and Ivory who proceeded to the Small Arms School at
Hythe, and Sgt. Woodall who has completed his three
year tour. We might have run a sweepstake on the
time of their departure ; the recent heavy rains had
made rail communications with Port Sudan extremely
difficult. A little "interservice cooperation" with the
R.A.F. overcame this problem when the Junior Service
initiated a miniature airlift. On behalf of those who
might still have been with us, we thank the R.A.F.
for their assistance.
Rail communications are now restored and the rains
seem to have passed, so we have high hopes that future
travellers by troopship will meet no obstacles on their
journey from here.
We offer congratulations to Sgts. Jackson, Ivory and
Ellis on their promotion, and welcome them as fellow
Messmembers.
Congratulations, too, are due to C.S.M. White and to
C/Sgt. Seymour, who have been awarded the Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal. This muchcoveted
award signifies a landmark in the Regular's career.
We might say : "'Tallyho ! On to the next eighteen
years 1"
Sport has been to the fore this month. We have seen
some snooker which was full of surprises during which
Sgt. Hubbard and Sgt. Baldwin met in the Final of the
Knockout Tournament. Sgt. Hubbard came out on
top by taking the blue and the pink successively.
The Tennis Tournament found one of our attached
members, Sgt. Richards, R.A.E.C., in tiptop form
when he contested the Final with O.R.Q.M.S. Russell,
to run out the winner in two straight sets. Opposition
had been keen throughout the entire tournament.
Thursday evening, 31st August, 1950, made Regi
mental History when the Mess entertained as guests
the Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel F. W. B.
Parry, and the SecondinCommand, Major H. R.
Grace. So far as can be ascertained, this sets a precedent;
it may be that old members have knowledge of a similar
event previously, in which case we shall no doubt read
of it in The Dragon.
The opportunity was taken at the Dinner to extend
formal, but spontaneously warm, welcomes to R.S.M.
Weeks, and also to Bandmaster Sharpe whose arrival
had been reported in our last issue. C.S.M. Callaway,
the President, on behalf of the members made the
welcome completely official when he addressed the
guests and members. R.S.M. Weeks, replying, expressed
his personal pride in the appointment he had been
called upon to fill and spoke of the welcome which
had been extended to him by Mess Members immediately
on his arrival. He said he believed that he was going
to enjoy his association with the Battalion and he hoped
that before long he would be allowed to develop from a
"young Buff" to a "fledgling" old Buff and finally be
accepted as a "pukka" old Buff.
Bandmaster Sharpe explained that he had had the
rare advantage when he was at the Royal Military
School of Music of being allowed to choose his own
Regiment. His selection of The Buffs had been at once
deliberate and happy. The Buffs had always been
recognised as a "bandconscious" Regiment and he had
observed since his arrival that this was still the case.
He was following a long line of successful bandmasters
who had led the Regimental Band ; he had an example
to follow and it would be his personal endeavour to do
this thoroughly and in the best tradition of military
music. He, too, had been most impressed by the fact
that when he had arrived in Khartoum he had been
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met by all the available warrant officers from the
Battalion and he had regarded this as a sure indication
of immediately feeling at home within the Mess.
The Commanding Officer, in reply to an invitation
to speak, expressed his personal pleasure and that of
the SecondinCommand at being the guests of the
Mess. He pointed out that the Mess was a sacred precinct
to its members and that he felt honoured by the invita
tion to dine with his warrantofficers and senior N.C.Os.
He reminded us that possible changes were likely to take
place before so very long and that he would count in the
future on the unfailing loyalty of the Mess as he had
invariably been able to do in the past. He also paid a
warm tribute to C.S.M. Faulkner for his loyalty and to
Sgt. Hubbard for his work in maintaining a high standard
with the Band during the period they had been awaiting
a Bandmaster. He concluded by thanking the President,
the R.S.M. and members of the Mess for the invitation
they had given him and his SecondinCommand.
During the dinner, the Band, under the baton of
Cpl. Jennings, played a chosen programme of music.
The National Anthem was played before the toast,
"H.M. the King", and the Danish National Anthem
before the toast, "The Colon elinChief".
After dinner, members assembled on the lawn which
overlooks the Blue Nile and in the cool evening air they
listened to further music from the Band.
The Commanding Officer then presented the trophies
to the winners of the sports events.
With some uncertainty around us in the present
days, we wish well to all our colleagues ; to our members
wherever they may be ; and to all our onetime members.
Corporals' Club
We would like to extend a hearty welcome to our
new Chairman, R.S.M. Weeks, and convey our sincere
thanks to SergeantMajor Faulkner, who in his capacity
as R.S.M. carried so many of our monthly Mess Meetings
through capably and efficiently.
Our chief and in fact only activity in the sporting
sphere during the past month has been Water Polo.
With the close of the InterCompany Water Polo
Competition many of the Corporals who formed the
backbone of the Company teams, decided to get together
a Corporals' team. Feeling very confident about the
side they had picked, they decided to challenge "Q"
Company, the Battalion champions. Of course, the
fact that they had not all played together before made
not the slightest difference to them. Needless to say
they were defeated, mainly by the better team work of
"Q", although it must be said that they acquitted
themselves creditably. Feeling ripe for revenge, but
not against "Q", they challenged the Corporals of the
R.A.F. station. There were two matches, both played
at the pool in South Barracks, and on both occasions
our team emerged victorious. There is now, perhaps
understandably, more talk of beating "Q". However,
we shall see.
In other spheres the Corporals' Club have shown
their usual apathy. The Entertainments Committee,
in a vain effort to get something done, prepared plans
for three tournaments, snooker, billiards and darts;
but such was the lack of support given them that they
have had to be postponed indefinitely.
Individually some members have acquitted them
selves well. Cpl. Weatherall has improved out of all
recognition in his batting, and his best performance to
date was against the R.A.F. team in the local league,
playing for the Battalion. He went in as an opening

bat, and carried his bat for a not out score of 42. When
I tell you that the Battalion's total was 204, it will be
seen that Cpl. Weatherall did much to pave the way
for success. Cpl. Smewin has been a leading light in
Battalion Water Polo, and Cpl. Scott has put in much
spade work to arouse interest in the Battalion in Squash.
We are glad to be able to record that Squash has reached
a stage where the O.Rs. are having a match with the
Officers. Of the six representing the O.Rs., Cpl. Scott,
Cpl. Edwards and L/Cpl. Gwinnel, are all from the Mess.
Cpl. Simmonds has been rendering sterling service in
other spheres. He has recently been paying visits to
the Sudan Defence Force, where he has been supervising
the training of their Pipers and Drummers.
These notes would not be complete if mention was
not made of some of the promotions that have been
taking place. There are far too many to mention all
by name, but we would especially like to extend our
sincere good wishes to Cpls. Ellis, Ivory and Jackson,
all of whom have been elevated to the Sergeants' Mess.
In last month's notes it was confidently stated that
we would be relieved by the Royal Ulster Rifles, but
plans have since been changed and although present
reports state that The East Lanes, are coming here
there will more than likely be another change, perhaps
The Royal Sussex Regiment, and so this time I am not
going to commit myself. The date of our propoeed
departure also appears to have changed, and for October
late November must be read ; in fact if those that are
going home arrive there by Christmas, they can consider
themselves very fortunate.
The topic of interest at the moment is, of course.
National Defence. Great interest was shown in Mr.
Attlee's speech, much of which had been anticipated
and freely mentioned in the Press, but the startling
thing to most of us was the substantial rise in pay
which affects nearly all ranks in the army, with the
exception of the National Servicemen who get no rise
and 6 months. Although there is no doubt that the Bill
will go through Parliament, there will undoubtedly
be much heated argument.

H.Q. Gompany and Battalion H.Q.
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

Once again > having been politely reminded at the last
minute, I take up my pen to give you news of the
Orderly Room Staff.
The loss of Langley and Hoskins has meant more
work for each of us. Knowing that more clerks were
unavailable we all set to work with a will, and have
kept up to scratch—so far !
Cpl. Edwards and O'Regan will shortly be representing
the rest of the Battalion versus the Officers at squash.
At the moment neither side knows the strength of the
other, so hopes and morale are high on both sides.
The shortage of balls in the Battalion Sports Store has
kept the Orderly Room from showing their prowess at
volleyball, whilst without the leadership of Hoskins
all thoughts of basket ball have disappeared to the
back of far beyond.
Our cheers go to Wright and Cpl. Edwards, for their
performances in the Swimming Gala. Unfortunately,
they gained no laurels, but they did try !
With the end of the first rainy season and the
temperature again rising, our thoughts are mainly
concerned with winter, part of which will be spent in
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England—that "Sceptered isle set in a silver sea". At
least, we all sincerely hope so.
And on this note of an optimistic future, I put away
my literary qualifications, and turn once more to the
usual Orderly Room routine.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

The month of August has been generally devoted to
the making of a mammoth model of Khartoum. Pte.
Waldron has been exercising his skill to the full and
has fashioned some excellent reproductions—notably
one of the Gordon's Statue, and one of the Blue Nile
bridge.
In fact, in the case of the latter, the model is truer
than the bridge itself for the lifting part lifts, whereas
in the original it is now sealed down, having such
immovables as water pipes and telephone wires across
the joint.
The model is now assembled in the Educational Centre
for the world to see, and the finishing touches are being
added.
In connection with the model we cannot claim all the
credit, for our contractors, as it were, have been the
Pioneers. They have been the greatest help.
The final ceremony is to be the formal attachment of
a plaque in the S.E. corner of the model recording for
posterity the artists of the masterpiece.
In other fields Pte. Lumsden has been solving the
many conundrums associated with the pay of our
Sudanese employees, while the ingenuity of all of us
has been devoted to the outwitting of the elusive Abdul
Aziz and his colleagues in their continuous efforts to
baulk our foolproof (?) system of passes.
Lieut. Gatehouse left in a flurry of excitement by
air for Port Sudan to catch a ship for U.K. during the
month. He is to study Russian in the company of
Lieut. Goss, who is learning Czech—presumably, we
must suppose, with a view to fostering the AngloCzech
amity through the medium of exagent Bruno Piatt.
Lieut. Gillum is our new I.O., to whom we extend a
hearty welcome.
Our "saltposters" seem to have died a natural death.
One rather acid comment on the Horlickstype advertise
ment, depicting the tale of "The man who got 5 stars
by eating salt", was heard—"I wouldn't get 5 stars
even if I looked like Lot's wife." But still, what is the
object of an advertisement ? That it is read, of course.
Fair enough.

ADMINISTRATIVE PLATOON

Weil, here we are, almost out of cigarettes and money,
the main stay of the Company for guards, etc., not to
mention brains.
Practically all the National Servicemen in the platoon
have volunteered, out of the goodness of their hearts,
to serve an additional six months in His Majesty's
Forces, so it will be a long time before Wimbledon
Palais sees Pte. Discombe again.
L/Cpl. Jones seems rather upset because no one will
tell him when he is going home ; also he wants to know
if Fourpenny pieces are still being used in England.
"Q" Company Water Polo team, consisting of
personnel from Admin. Platoon and the Band, finished
up at the top of the Harris Shield Water Polo League.
They are now known as the "Champions" of the

Battalion and were challenged by the Corporals' Mess,
whom they beat to the tune of 1—0. Unfortunately,
they lost to Gordon's College, but we are certain that
the tables will be turned when they play the return
match, on our ground (or should it be "in our water" ?).
We have played three games of cricket this month,
and are glad to be able to say that we have come out on
top every time, the last match being against "SP"
Company, who we beat by an innings and 28 runs.
Success is due mainly to Ptes. Buckley, Saffery and
Jones, our bowlers.
At the recent Harris Shield Swimming Gala, "Q"
Company finished up with most points at the end of
the afternoon, thanks being due mainly to Lieut.
Squire for his unceasing work, especially with the Water
Polo team.
Pte. Harris (25), our Despatch Clerk, left us early
this month for the U.K. after completing his National
Service tour. L/Cpl. Reeves rejoined us after a quiet
spell in hospital, and we must say he looks much better
after his rest. We congratulate Pte. Stokes on his recent
appointment to LanceCorporal, and hope to see him
go even higher yet.

THE BAND

Another month completed and once again it is time
for us to give an account of ourselves.
The Band have been working extra hard preparing
music for playing at various functions. The accent is
on the Military Band at the moment, the Dance Band
being "Tacet" except for fortnightly concerts at the
NAAFI Club.
We are in the process of giving monthly concerts in
the barracks to which a large number of civilians but
very few troops come. These are always done on a
grand scale. They usually begin with a fanfare played
by all the brass, specially composed for the occasion by
the Bandmaster. On every occasion the Band has
lived up to its reputation and has given an excellent
performance.
Our Dance Band performances have catered for the
other side of the community. In one of these shows we
featured the wellknown "Can you beat the Band ?"
and of course among our many versatile members we
have such singing stars as our three BandSergeants.
The Bandmaster on one occasion decided to participate
in the show instrumentally and gave a first class rendering
of Artie Shaw's Indian Love Call on his clarinet.
Altogether these performances go down extremely well
and the Band thoroughly enjoy themselves.
One of the highlights of the month was the Beating
of Retreat by the Band and Drums in the centre of the
town by Gordon's Statue.
Major Gray has now handed back the Band Presidency
to Captain ffrenchBlake. Major Gray was responsible
for much of the organisation of the Retreat Beating.
It has been a pleasure having him as Band President
and we all appreciate the excellent work he has put in.
After the time we have spent abroad all the band
instruments are showing signs of wear and much work
is in progress preparing for these instruments to be
repaired on our return to U.K.
In the field of sport, "Q" Company, whose teams
include a large percentage of bandsmen, are well to the
fore having won the Basket Ball and the Swimming
Shields. "Q" Company Water Polo team is so fa,r
unbeaten in the Garrison.
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We are all looking forward to our return to U.K.
and hope it will be soon. Until then we wish you all
the best of luck and we will expect to meet you in the
local.

SIGNAL PLATOON

Our column this month is a very small one, but we
are now, as are others, a very small platoon.
Since our last notes appeared in print our numbers
have been still further decreased by the departure for
the U.K. of Ptes, Cheek, Hollands and McCallum, who
by now are respectively, Mr. Cheek, Mr. Hollands and
Mr. McCallum. (We wonder if Mac can really believe
it yet!) Anyway, they take with them our very best
wishes for a happy future, as also does Pte. Pennicard
now on leave in U.K., and we are sincere in hoping
that all goes well for him.
Next to go were Ptes. Ambrose, Dunk, Martin,
Morley and Tuohy, all of whom were earmarked for a
clerks' course in M.E.L.F. and who finally managed to
find a plane which could tear itself away from Khartoum.
We have not heard as yet whether they reached their
destination safely or not, but no doubt their luck has
returned to them after the long delay and one false start.
Then Pte. Bean left us also, but fortunately only for
a short time, on a Christian Leadership Course at
Embatkala.
Since these mass departures we have been hard put
to it to provide men even for our regular duty commit
ments, but as with other platoons, by cutting down
to a bare minimum, we have managed so far to produce
a few "representatives" for Company parade each day.
It has been impossible unfortunately to continue
with our intended training programme, for the available
manhours have been fully taken up by Company
fatigues, Platoon fatigues and just any old fatigues !
Unfortunately also, Platoon sport has ceased almost
entirely for us. We managed to raise a cricket team
just before the Regulars left for their course, but since
then lack of numbers has made the situation hopeless,
and the only sport for the enthusiasts has been at the
Company level. A great pity that we should become
so depleted just as the weather becomes better and
the ground a little less like Romney Marsh !

M.T. PLATOON
This has been quite an active month for the M.T.
Platoon in preparing for the Commanding Officer's
inspection which was held on 22nd August. A stray
Haboob on the 20th caused a little chaos, but the M.T.
Platoon with their usual keenness went into the fray
with hosepipes and cotton waste. The results justified
the extra amount of work, and the Commanding
Officer congratulated all concerned on a good show.
The sporting activities have been a combination of mock
rugby and base ball which has resulted in numerous
bruises and abrasions.
We offer hearty congratulations to L/Cpl. Shrubb
on his promotion ; he is now in the higher income
bracket of course.
There have been several attempted departures by our
"TimeX" men, but they have mostly been held up by
rail washouts. To the few who did get away we say,
"See you soon", and on that optimistic note I will
close the M.T.'s monthly contribution.

CORPS OF DRUMS

Once again we bring you more news about our small
platoon. First of all we must congratulate D/M. Moyes
on his appointment. He may be small but that didn't
stop him putting up a magnificent show on his first
ceremonial parade, a Retreat Beating on 11th August.
The ceremony was carried out at Gordon's Statue under
floodlight in front of a very appreciative audience. It
started at 1900 hours at the chime of Khartoum
Cathedral clock. Four Drummers dressed in scarlet
uniforms sounded the Advance and then we started off
with a quick step march Old Comrades. As we approached
the statue the D/Major had a slight mishap, his sword
came unfastened during the march. But he still carried
on as though nothing had happened. From the point
of view of the audience it was the best Retreat the
Band and Drums have done during their overseas tour
which puts another feather in our cap. Amongst the
audience were the Acting GovernorGeneral and Major
General R. L. Scoones. Everything went off according
to plan and the Commanding Officer and his guests
were, we think, very impressed by the whole performance.
We would all like to thank the SecondinCommand
(Major H. R. Grace) for the amount of work put in to
make the show a success.
Another member of the Drums, Cpl. Simmonds, has
had a further trip to the Sudan Defence Force, this time
to train the Drummers of the S.D.F. with PipeSgt.
Mackay of the Cameron Highlanders, with the object
of forming a pipe band ; after a couple of weeks we
could hear the sound of Bagpipes coming from the other
side of Khartoum. As far as we can gather from Cpl.
Simmonds the Pipes and Drums were a big success.
(A photograph appears elsewhere in this issue.)
Last of all, in the sport world we played the Band at
Cricket and were saved by Captain F. de R. Morgan,
who made most of the runs ; well done and thank you,
Sir !
44A"

Gompany
We were hoping at the end of July that these notes
would be written at Gebeit, but the Weather Gods
thought otherwise so we stayed here waiting for a
further month. We understand that our E.T.D. is now
Sunday, September 3rd.
During the past month, apart from carrying out our
full share of regimental duties, little time has been
found for any other type of training. We carried out
2 in. Mortar firing and completed the Company's Sten
classification. The results were most gratifying, 21
Marksman, 26 First Class, 5 Second Class. The Company
Commander has been seen on occasions to disappear
to the 30 yards range with twelve or so men and to return
at 11.30, hot, perspiring freely, gasping for a mug of
tea and murmuring something about the Roberts Cup
and doubling round soccer fields and things. Whatever
goes on over behind the Officers' Mess, it certainly gets
results. One soldier was even heard to remark, "I seem
to hit the target more times sitting down than I do
lying ! "
Our departures this month have included the wealthy
Sgt. Woodall on P.W.O.T., Cpls. Flannigan, Broomhead
and Baker to Platoon Weapons Wing, Hythe, L/Cpl.
Morris to W.O.S.B., and twelve other stalwarts who
departed on N.S. release. Space does not permit mention
of all their names but we were sorry to see them go and
wish them the very best of luck in the future. We have
had one old friend returned to us this month, Sgt.
Larkings ; we are glad to see him "out of pickle" from
the Sergeants' Mess.
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S.D.F. : Course for Bagpipers
P/Sgt. Mackay, 1st Br., Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders, and Cpl. Simmonds, 1st Bn., The Buffs

The Harris Shield swimming also took place this
month. We were called upon to produce a team at
rather short notice but nevertheless acquitted ourselves
extraordinarily well. On the result of the swimming
alone we were equal top with "Q" Company with 62
points, but as "Q" had previously won the Water Polo
they walked off with both the Water Polo Cup and the
Swimming Cup. Special praise must go to Pte. Dixon
for astonishing everyone with a plunge of 51 feet 6 inches,
and to Cpl. Jones, and Ptes. Pellant and Prosser for
some excellent swimming. We were all naturally dis
appointed to be cheated out of seeing Sgt. Villhaber in
the Crocodile Race but perhaps it was just as well.
Also during the month we have had three attempts
at "Village Cricket" matches on Sunday mornings.
Two were wrecked by rain but not before Pte. Green
(628) had knocked up 46 in 18 minutes. Perhaps this
bodes well for our encounter at Gebeit, with "B"
Company, in the Harris Shield.
4'B''

Company

During the month the weather has been responsible
for many changes of plan. The Company was due to be
relieved bv "A" Company from Khartoum, our three
month tour having finished,
but heavy rain storms
accompanied by thunder and lightning washed away
the railway line. The Sudanese Contractor has stated
that it is the worst weather he has ever known.

The railway line between Port Sudan and Khartoum
had many washouts, as did those in many other parts
of the Sudan. Our stocks of rations and petrol became
very low and it was found necessary to send our own
transport to Port Sudan for fresh supplies. This journey
was performed several times in spite of the bad condition
of the road.
About four miles from the camp the road enters the
hills which surround Gebeit. It climbs up to a saddle
from which one looks down into a valley in which
collects all the water from the hills. The floor of this
valley, which is about thirteen miles long, is greatly
disturbed by the speed of the water, great rocks and
boulders are thrown up, the road either disappears
completely or looks like a quarry. Over this our three
ton lorries had to bump their way to the plains beyond
and on one journey took two hours to travel twelve
miles.
We learnt what a Bedford lorry could endure and
great credit is due to L/Cpl. Hardy, Pte. Childs and
Pte. Stokes of the M.T. Section for the way in which
the vehicles were handled and maintained ; they worked
very hard and surmounted all difficulties. Ptes. Childs
and Stokes had a competition to see who could get
stuck in the wet sand the best, and Childs won.
The Company took the washout and the subseqeunt
lack of communications calmly. Since most of the
stores were packed or had been handed over to "A'
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Company Advance Party, who managed to arrive on
the last train before the break, quite an amount of* time
was devoted to sport.
The trains have started running again and the the
Company is now looking forward to bulging sacks of mail.
We wish all old members of the Company who sailed
on the Empire Medway good luck in their new life as
civilians.
"C" Company
The month of August closes with the Company in
the midst of the L.M.G. Annual Range Course. We fired
the Rifle Course earlier in the month, but largely due to
the fact that we have recently lost seven marksmen
and 33 First Class Shots from the Company the results
were not as impressive as they were at Gebeit. Apart
from these two items of interest and importance,
military life has continued as usual and sports are
again well to the fore.
This last Sunday a very well organised and enjoyable
Swimming Gala took place. We finished in fourth place
only 2 points behind "S" Company; not too bad,
really, considering that we are the weakest Company
numerically, and that we have few first rate swimmers.
2/Lieut. Minto captained and trained the team and did
an excellent swim with L/Cpl. Chuter and Pte. Simpson
to give us first place in the Diving for Plates. We scored
another win in the Novelty Dress Race which was won
by Ptes. SimpsOn and Bolton. The rest of the team did
as well or better than was expected of them and con
sisted of Major Gray, Lieut. Thorneycroft, 2/Lieut.
Minto (Team Captain) and 2/Lieut. West, C.S.M.
Callaway, Cpls. Warrey, Croucher, L/Cpls. Chuter,
Grimes and Ptes. McCall, Best, Simpson, Bolton and
Gridley.
The cricket results have been rather disappointing.
We lost two games against "H" and "Q" Companies.
In neither of these games did our bowlers come off and
the batsmen failed too, with the exception of Lieut.
Thorneycroft, who scored 69 in the game against "H"
and nearly won the game for us. 2/Lieut. West took
6 wickets in this game fairly cheaply but he found his
form a bit too late. We beat the otherwise undefeated
"S" Company by 6 wickets, both Lieut. Thorneycroft
(37 not out) and 2/Lieut. West (35) getting runs. Pte.
Harms bowled very well indeed to take 5 wickets for
20 runs including an excellent hat trick. The teams for
the Harris Shield games have been selected from Lieut.
Thorneycroft, 2/Lieuts. West and Minto, Sgt. Lyons,
Ptes. Fuller, Fenson, Harms, Nicholls, Gridley, Mortimer,
McCall, Fleet, Simpson.
At the moment we are training a team for the Harris
Shield Volley Ball Competition ; other activities include
Swimming, Squash and Cricket. Already people are
beginning* to talk in terms of rugger and soccer, hockey,
athletics and crosscountry which, to the horror of
more than a few, apparently take place in the Sudanese
Autumn—as hot and sticky, we hear, as Hong Kong in
the summer !
During this month we lost a group of N.S. men due
for release. After much trial and tribulation they were
eventually flown to Port Sudan as the trains were still
not running due to damage to the line by floods. These
men deserve the same praise that we gave to the previous
group; they were a good lot and we are sorry to lose
them. We also lost Sgt. Ivory and Cpl. Nobes to a
Course at the Small Arms School at Hythe where both
of. them should do excellently. To counteract this
exodus 2/Lieut. Minto has taken on strength one monkey,
marmoset, small, which we regret to say is a little

uncertain in its habits and seems to resent being put
under close arrest. It is becoming very tame and on
occasions almost embarrassingly friendly. 2/Lieut.
Minto's batman, Pte. Taundry, has also acquired a
monkey of a light muddy colour with a winsome nature
and more mature manners.
Now that we are thoroughly acclimatized and during
this cooler if sticky weather one cannot help wondering
whether Shorncliffe is a healthy proposition in mid
December. At the moment Khartoum seems almost
unreal. Even the desert out near Burri range has turned
a luscious green and in barracks grass and weeds abound
as a result of recent rains. The traditional Christmas fare,
however, is more suitable to Shorncliffe than Khartoum,
and doubtless England has other compensations too.
As we go to press we hear that Busty Wright has
volunteered for the Special Air Service. We wonder
whether the authorities would consider that the expense
of a special aeroplane and two parachutes would com
pensate for the alarm and despondency which would
undoubtedly be spread amongst Malayan Communists
at the sight of his formidable figure descending upon
them through the trees.
Support Company
Immobilised by the petrol famine we've passed a
very quiet month, enlivened only by our successes on
the cricket field.
Major Lewis, who organised the Company on its
present footing has unfortunately left us to join the
Royal Sussex. He was the mainstay of our cricket team
and will be badly missed, Luckily we have only one
game left to play. We are all sorry to lose him, in all
respects, having passed many pleasant months under
his Command and we wish him a very happy and
successful tour with his new Unit at Suez.
C.S.M. Excell has also left the Company to help the
Quartermaster with his cheerful and efficient ability.
Presumably the quota of rumours in the Company will
now decrease ; as a source of the most remarkable
theories on the Battalion's future moves he was without
rival.
We extend a warm welcome to C.S.M. Faulkner who
has joined us ; already a wellknown personality, he
needs no introduction. We are very glad to have him,
and wish him a happy future with us.
The AntiTank Platoon supply no notes this month.
A Platoon in name only, their numbers have now
decreased to six, of which two are drivers and one a
storeman. 2/Lieut. Grugeon, a sadly disappointed man,
has overcome his grief and unleashed his energy in his
new capacity as Company 2 i/c.
CRICKET

In the Company Cricket Competition in the Harris
Shield we have scored an outstanding success and: are
at present top of the league with a match against "B"
Company to play.
We owe this mainly to Major Lewis and his con
sistently fine batting and tactical handling of the field;
his efforts, coupled with reliable and accurate bowling
of Ptes. Green and Pedder, have been invaluable. But
I must also pay tribute to all the others who have
represented the Company who have paved the way to
success by their keen and energetic fielding, without
which the games would not have been won.
Our team has constantly been changing—anyone who
would possibly score a few runs has had a game. Sgts.
Ellis and Brice, both of whom either hit a six or nothing:,

THE DRAGON
have sometimes scored some valuable runs and Pte.
Castle as last man in once stayed with Major Lewis for
thirty minutes whilst 70 runs were added. And in our
last match C.S.M. Excell playing his first game scored
15—which with L/Cpl. Smith's 13 gave us victory.
The spirit shown by all our players has been excellent,
and we look forward to our final match with the keenest
anticipation. Whatever the result, we have played our
games with carefree enjoyment and zest.
The team has been selected from : Major Lewis,
Captain Iliffe, 2/Lieut. Grugeon, C.S.M. Excell, C/Sgt.
Fagg, Sgts. Brice and Ellis, L/Cpl. Smith, Ptes. Pedder,
Green, Mitchell, Bunce, Boxall, Broderick, Castle,
White, Riley and Wildish.
Ihis month saw another major event in the Harris
Shield Competition, namely the Swimming Gala. It
was decided that Water Polo should count towards the
Competition and at the start "S" Company were
handicapped by lack of players. However, with constant
practice a reasonable team, was produced which came
well up to expectations, finishing third in the league.
It now remained for the rest of the Company to maintain
this position in the gala, no easy task, for it only gave a
lead of a meagre four points. However, in every event
except two we were among the first three ; perhaps we
should have only failed in one event had not 2/Lieut.
Grugeon decided to keep the A/Adjutant company in
the first lap of the one length breast stroke ! Dead heat
for last place !
Special mention should be made of Bujakowski for
excellent work in the breast stroke events ; of Cpl.
Smewin and Pte. Gwilliams for gaining second place in
the diving ; and of our two invalids, Cpl. Adams and
L/Cpl. McGonigal, who rose from their beds to appear
for the Company.
The Water Polo Team was : Cpl. Smewin, Cpl.
Adams, L/Cpl. McGonigal, Ptes. Gray (75), Gwilliams,
Mitchell, 2/Lieut. Grugeon.
In conclusion mention should be made of Ptes.
Bunce and Shaw, who astounded the Company by their
excellent performance in the one length back, stroke ;
the former was handicapped by an injury to the face.
M.M.G. PLATOON
During the month we have seen a few changes. Our
Platoon Commander, Captain R. O. Iliffe, has now taken
over the duties of Company Commander but he still
keeps a keen eye on our training and we are still at our
usual high standard.
Sgt. Cockerton has now rejoined us and can be seen
chugging round the camp in a carrier (yes ! in spite of
all rumours to the contrary, we have got one running).
All our endeavours are now concentrated on Infantry
training with prospects of those elusive five stars ; we
can but hope. In the field of sport we have been keeping
the Company supplied with players.
At the time of writing, the Company is leading the
Cricket league in the Harris Shield Competition. This
is due to the batting powers of Major Lewis and the
excellent bowling of Ptes. Green and Pedder. Well
done.
MORTAR PLATOON

Hello, you old Buffs, here we are again, the Mortar
Platoon is still living. But we are sorry that we keep
losing chaps, going home, although many of us hope
to follow them before long.

continued on p. 198
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Beneath Bell Harry
|T is September, and
*war has again been
declared on the covey
of partridges that so
persistently and faith
fully makes the Old
Park their home.
Although for long
there were no birds
absent from evening
roll call, recently a
successful
operation
undertaken by Major
Norris (spending a few
days' leave with his
sister at Wingham)
and Sgt. Laker seriously reduced their numbers.
Other signs of the changing of the season are
the erection of football posts on our playing
field, and the return of "Flighty Thought"
from his summer resort. We are told the local
bookmakers are eagerly awaiting the latter's
return to the Turf.
Apart from the recall of two soldiers from
predischarge leave, we have not been closely
concerned with the recall of Reservists which
was ordered by the Government last month.
We understand that none of the reservists
recalled are serving with The Buffs. In the old
days, a soldier always knew that wherever he
was sent, he was almost certain to serve with
officers and men he knew, wearing the cap
badge he had worn since the day he enlisted.
Under the present system, a man is liable to
be transferred, willynilly, to any one of seven
different regiments, and is called upon to trans
fer his loyalties as frequently as a highpriced
professional footballer. Small wonder that
greater material inducement is now required to
attract the soldier into a regular engagement.
We have just received a large batch of
National Servicemen from the 1st Battalion for
transfer to the Territorial Army. Some of these
escape further fulltime service until the
Territorial Army is embodied. Others must
anxiously await the deliberations of their
representatives in the Commons before they
know what the next six months holds in store
for them.
We have had quite a number of visitors
during the month. Lieut.Colonel Howe spent a
fortnight with us before moving into new lodg
ings. Brigadier Robertson came in to pick up
some baggage from the store.
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Brigadier Foster Hall and Colonel Knight
were also down for the meetings of the various
committees which were held on 26th August,
and stayed in the Mess.
2/Lieut i Gatehouse was down for two days'
attachment on being commissioned into the
Regiment from Sandhurst.
We have certainly missed the Territorial
element while they have been in camp during
the last fortnight. We greatly enjoyed their
cocktail party which we attended in force.
Sergeants' Mess
Little has happened during the past month, and since
the end of Canterbury Cricket Week and the passing of
Remembrance Sunday, we seem to have struck a more
quiet period. However, as a result of the various re
unions in the W.O. s and Sergeants Tent on Remem
brance Sunday, we are expecting a visit of exW.O.s
and Sergeants from the London Branch of the Past
and Present, who we hope will join us on Saturday,
11th November, 1950, when we shall take them on in
a Darts Match, and ''what have you ?". If circumstances
permit they will stay the night and at their own request,
accompany us on the Garrison Church Parade on Sunday,
12th November, 1950.
The Mess ran an outing to Southend on Sunday,
27th August, which was thoroughly enjoyed by the
party. Congratulations to Sgt. Shaw who organised
the trip, and arranged a very good lunch. The weather
was very kind to us, and the trip on the pleasure steamer
most pleasant .
Drafts from abroad are increasing again and we have
busy periods with the N.S.M. going out on Parttime
Service. New arrivals in the Mess include W.O.II Scott,
who is shortly leaving us for B.A.O.R., also awaiting
postings are Sgts. Whittle, Killick, Pendle and Parkes,
who recently joined us from overseas. We hear Sgt.
Whittle is about to take steps to the Altar, so here's
wishing him and his bride to be, the best of li/ck for the
future*
The Mess has been rather quiet of late with the T.A.
members away at Camp. Sgt. Shaw went with them,
but Sgt. Pendle stepped into the breach, and most ably
acted as Mess Caterer.
We regret to hear of the passing of "Sailor" Cooper,
who died on 30th August, 1950, at Birmingham, as a
result of a stroke two weeks earlier. Many of his friends
missed his company on Remembrance Sunday, and we
had many enquiries for him.

1st. Bn. Mortar Platoon—continued from p. 197
We have said goodbye to Ptes. Mitchell, Gambrill
and Howlett, who went by plane to Port Sudan. We
vwsh them all the best in the T.A.
Ptes. Cock and Richards are trying again to go home
on P.W.O.T. ; this is their second time of trying to get
home. We hope they get away this time ; all the best
to both of you.
We are glad to see Sgt. (Pop) Noy back with us again
after his brief stay in hospital. We will be saying
goodbye to him shortly as he will be leaving us on the
next boat (he hopes).
continued on p. w
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4th Battalion
'"THE month of August has
* been a very full one for
us. It started as usual with
the Canterbury Cricket
Week, when certain mem"
bers of the battalion were
busy entertaining in the
Regimental Tent. This year
as usual we were very
pleased to see many familiar
faces once again.
On 16th August, "D"
Company took part in the
Hythe Venetian Fete. This
entrant took the form of a
tableau, "The Private of
The Buffs, on a barge which was skilfully
steered down the canal by Major Neville and
Lieut. Fynmore. Thanks to the hard work put
into the preparation of the barge, thecompany
took second prize in the open class event.
On 19th August the 4th Battalion Reunion
Dinner was once again held in the Depot
Gymnasium. This gathering of the veterans
of the 193945 War was wellattended and a
most successful evening was enjoyed by all.
Some came a long distance to be present.
The main item of the month is of course the
preparation for Annual Camp. When the
necessary plans had been made for the battalion
to move to Stanford P.T.A. and all had been
wellorganised, a sudden change was ordered
and we were told that we must now go to
St. Martin's Plain once again.
At the time of writing these notes the
battalion has just arrived in camp and is
preparing for a successful and, we hope, fine
two weeks. Full details of the various camp
activities will be given in our next notes.
We are all extremely sorry not to see the
face of Major Proctor with us in camp. He has
now reluctantly had to leave the battalion and
go on T.A.R.O. We thank him very much for
all the hard work he has done during his stay
with us and hope that we shall still see plenty
of him from time to time.

Sergeants V Mess—Annual Gamp, 1950
Looking much refreshed after fourteen days in Camp
all Territorial personnel returned to their homes on
Sunday, 10th September. Haggardeyed and weary
P.S.I.s returned to their Drill Halls on Monday, the
lith, ready once again to commence their happy round
of pleasure. Once more Annual Camp had reached its
successful conclusion,
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At very short notice the venue of the camp was
changed and the doubtful pleasures of Norfolk were
exchanged for the delights of St. Martin's Plain and
Shorncliffe. The Camp was a mixed one consisting of
ourselves and the W.R.A.C. (T.A.). This was a somewhat
onesided arrangement for of course half of the camp
was out of bounds to male members. However, the
"little dears" did brighten up the place a lot and although
their capacity for gin was much above the average two
or three very pleasant evenings were spent with them.
The Mess was made very comfortable before the
arrival of the. main body and Jack Abbott carried out
his duties of caterer in a most efficient manner. It may,
however be said here that it is absolutely untrue that
he returned home after the fortnight with his bounty
intact. Prominent supporters of the bar were Dusty
Miller, Joyce, R.Q.M.S. Harwood and Bert Lott. The
latter two could be seen most nights battling with the
intricacies of solo or endeavouring to earn an honest
shilling from Jack Abbott or the R.S.M. Lofty Shaw,
of course, contributed nobly but his visits were of a
spasmodic nature.
We were more than pleased to have Harry Hellis
with us for a weekend and only regret that Gabriel
and Gullis were unable to come with him.
A most enjoyable Sunday was spent by the R.S.M.,
whilst the P.S.I.s were taking the first party home, in
entertaining visitors to the Mess on the first Sunday in
Camp. It is most difficult to believe that the ladies
pressed so much potent liquor on such a seasoned
campaigner.
The second week commenced with some rather faded
looks amongst the Mess members but as the programme
of work was not unduly heavy, recuperation took little
time. Howrever, this was a purely temporary lull before
the storm. Masses of instructions and bigger and
better "O" Groups eventually made it clear that no
matter how one might try only the Medical Officer
would be able to excuse us the three day exercise. I will
say little, of the scheme for I am sure that it will receive
a write up it really deserves in another column, except
that it provided a first class opportunity for the return
to normal of most of us. Never had so much alcoholic
sweat been expended before by so few. In one way
therefore the rain was a blessing in disguise for had it
been finer I feel sure that the digging would not have
proceeded at such a pace.
After a brief rest on Friday the annual event, Officers
v Sergeants Football Match, reared its ugly head. This
match was subsequently played on the Risborough
Ground on the following Saturday afternoon. Having
studied form, our outdoor nonplaying captain pro
duced a team which, on paper, should have completely
outclassed the Officers. Form, however, is fickle and
the absolute reverse happened. Despite a really first
class goal by Wilf J olley (who still does not know how
it got in the net), a magnificent display by R.S.M.
Hurley in goal, some first class play by Ron Esler,
Dusty Miller and Lofty Sherman, we had to admit
defeat by 4 goals to 2. We feel sure that our centre
forward (Bert Lott) would have played much better
had he come armed with a typewriter and brush.
The same evening we were at home to the Officers
and a very pleasant evening was spent in various games.
It would be unfair to suggest that the Quartermaster
scored with a little bias but it would also appear rather
strange that during the time that he occupied the
position of official scorer his side consistently won and
on his relief the Sergeants' Messxame into its own.
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It would be wrong to conclude these notes without a
word of appreciation to the noble efforts of Wilf Jolley
who having accepted the rather onerous duties of Chief
Range Warden managed to get thirtyfive rounds into
the L.M.G. Magazines when only five were required.
This feat is one that has not even been excelled by the
Staff of the Small Arms School. On interrogation it
would appear that he used cold water to boil out the
magazines and therefore the expansion was not too
great.
Quiz
Q.—Where did Lofty Sherman disappear to each night ?
A.—To obtain his supper.
Q.—How many trees were there in the avenue through
Camp ?
A.—Ask "Busty" Kemp.
Q.—To what does Harry Saunders attribute his success ?
A.—Report to the "Jubilee".
Q.—Who is Bandsman Fisher ?
A.—Ask Ron Esler.
IN MEMORIAM

We regret to announce that whilst drinking lemonade
Nat Hoare was taken seriously ill. His recovery however
appears to be assured. How awful !

H.Q. Gompany (Canterbury)
This month has seen very little actual training in as
much as we closed down for the first week, being
Canterbury Cricket Week, and, seeing that we were due
to go to camp on the 27th, we spent most of our time
preparing, checking and issuing the necessary instructions
so that there could be no possible slip ups.
At the time of writing we have successfully overcome
the first week and are now looking forward to the
second week. The weather so far has not been too
kind but it could have been worse. The Company had
100% attendance at camp and only one has been
unfortunate enough not to be able to stay for the
second week. The Company as a whole did not disgrace
itself on the Annual Range Course and Sgt. Thatcher
managed to secure a double marksman. We shall report
more fully on this great occasion in our next issue.
The Reunion of the 4th Battalion (193945) took
place during the month and members of the Company
assisted to make it the great success that it was. The
bar was run by the present 4th Battalion Sergeants'
Mess, under the able guidance of Sgt. Edwards, assisted
in no small way by Sgt. Lott and Ptes. Beeching, Rowe
and Pilbeam. Many old friendships were renewed and
many new ones formed and they were cemented with
many a tankard of ale. At least we can boast that the
guests did not drink the bar dry, but they had a good
attempt.
The Annual County Ball held in the Depot Gymnasium
during Canterbury Cricket Week afforded another
opportunity for members of the Company to offer their
services. Sgts. Thatcher and Lott, dressed in the pre
1914 uniform, assisted at the door collecting tickets,
etc., and amongst those acting as table guides were
Sgts. Sherman and Edwards.
No further increases, apart from National Servicemen,
have come forward this month so we are afraid that
our ambition of doubling the strength of the Company
before the end of the year will come to nought. Still,
there's time yet if there are any willing volunteers in
the Canterbury area.
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"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
Nemesis has at long last caught up with the Company
Commander, Major N. G. H. Taylor, the announcement
of whose engagement was published just before camp.
His wedding will take place as soon as possible and all
ranks of the Company extend heartiest congratulations
to him and his future bride and wish him a long and
happy married life.
We are at present at Annual Camp and so far our
attendance has been very good. We have a very full
programme and last week we spent four days on the
ranges where Sgt. Saunders and Pte. Dimond obtained
a double marksmanship in rifle and bren. Congratula
tions to them both. The shooting was, on the whole,
up to standard but there is still room for improvement.
Next week there appears on the programme a threeday
exercise. We hope that the weather holds and that we
shall at least be dry if not very warm.
The camp is being shared with the W.R.A.C. (T.A.)
and in consequence social life is very much improved.
Many friendships have been made but the duration of
these would appear to be rather short judging from
the frequent changes one could see in partners being
escorted out in the evenings. Harris and Grainger have
so far maintained their reputations as "ladies' men"
but we feel that Tompsett is rapidly qualifying for entry
into this select circle.
UB"

Gompany (Whitstable and Herne Bay)
We welcome vet more National Servicemen to "B"
Company and trust that their stay with us will be
pleasant.
A detachment of the Company attended the Annual
Remembrance Service in Canterbury Cathedral on
Sunday, the 13th, arid were deeply impressed by the
solemnity of the occasion.
During the month we had a map reading exercise
travelling on bicycles and in spite of the heat it went off
very well. It was unfortunately marred by some heavy
rain in the afternoon but this did not deter us and we
finished in style.
Preparation for annual camp is going apace and we
have been on the Lydden Spout preparing for the
Annual Range Course, and judging from the results we
should not disgrace ourselves.
As we go to press we are now in camp and have the
results of the Classification on the rifle and the L.M.G.
We feel that we must heartily congratulate C.Q.M.S.
Carter on becoming the champion shot of the Battalion.
We will endeavour to give a full account of activities
in camp in our next issue.
44D" Gompany (Folkestone)
August was a varied month. Activities ranged from
teaching the W.R.A.C. \T.A.) how to type in the Com
pany Office (or was it Lieut. Fynmore dictating notes
to a LanceCorporal of the W.R.A.C.) to such widely
differing activities as digging weapon pits in heavy
rain on the heights overlooking Elham.
The high light of the month was undoubtedly the
Venetian Fete, when the Company, in spite of very
heavy opposition, carried off second prize in the Open
Class with a tableau "The Private of The Buffs".
Everyone had heard of the exploits and courage of
Pte. Moyes. Comparisons are always odious, but we
may say that had the Company Commander lived three
hundred years ago he would have made an excellent

galley slave. Sgt. Gilbert, as Pte. Moyes, preserved an
heroic calm, and Pte. Chidwick as the executioner was
certainly realistic.
Most of the remaining period of August was devoted
to preparing for Annual Camp but we did hear that
Captain Hannah and Lieut. Fynmore spent some time
at the Torchlight Tattoo looking for the Army Recruiting
Office.
Then came Camp. Thank goodness no member of
"D\ Company fired on the wrong target on the ranges
which is in itself a good sign. There was a spirited
competition over the weekly Commanding Officer s
Inspection of the Barrack Rooms. It is whispered that
a certain officer who was attached to another Company
as O.C. for the camp period tried to obtain certain trade
secrets as to how to win with the best barrack room.
In spite of the very keen opposition "D" Company
secured the coveted honour on the first Saturday, and
were mentioned in Orders as having the best barrack
room of the week.
The other units occupying the camp area at the
same time were members of the W.R.A.C. (T.A.).
Relations with them were most cordial. Liaison was
unusually efficient, though, apart from certain members
of the Company, "D" Company was less to the fore
than most of the other members of the Battalion.
Perhaps it was due to the close proximity to their homes
or perhaps that it was because they were too well known
in Folkestone.
Finally we must congratulate Cpls. Peirce and
Longhurst and L/Cpl. Pond on their well deserved
promotion.
Question of the hour.—Has the C.S.M. given any
more drill to another unit in Shorncliffe recently, and
is it true that the Company Commander has spent four
Tuesdays in succession in the W.R.A.C. Mess, and if so,
what is the attraction ?

44S"

Gompany (Ashford and Cranbrook)
During the month we welcome to our midst Pte.
Hall and we especially welcome Ptes. Addy and Shorter
who are the first National Servicemen in the Battalion
to take on voluntary engagements. We congratulate
them on their decision and wish them every success.
We also welcome Ptes. Taylor, Jordan and Wills, our
latest National Service intakes, to our midst and wish
them a long and happy stay with us.
Whilst in Camp we played the deciding game in the
darts tournament and beat "A" Company, thereby
retaining the Cup for another year:
Whilst on the subject of Camp we were pleased to
note in Orders that Pte. Roberts of this Company was
judged the smartest Soldier on Church Parade. May we
also offer our congratulations.
Now that the evenings are drawing in we shall now
be able to devote more time to weapon training so that
our standard of shooting will be higher when we next
fire our classification course.
The report of the activities in camp will be given in
our next issue.
We leave with the following thought—C.S.M. Esler
is at present preparing for the halfyearly "A" vehicle
inspection. We are wondering whether we should supply
him with a camp bed so that he can sleep with his beloved
carriers.
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Past and Present Association
Life Members
AUGUST 1ST—31ST, 1950

Is/ Battalion Branch.—Richards,
Lawrence, V.
London Branch.—Porteous, W.
Dover Branch.—Marsh, E. E.
Weald Branch.—Bridges, F.

J.,

Cock,

C.

AUGUST 1ST—31ST, 1950

H.Q.—Gatehouse, P. O. R., 2/Lieut
Weald Branch.—Palmer, J. E., Jamieson, L. A.
Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund, during the month
of August, 1950, are :—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
.... 38 19 6
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund ...
... 71 8 6
Benevolent Fund
Miss F. Harley...
...
Collection, Remembrance Sunday ...
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there and had a very enjoyable evening with
them. I thank them for the splendid welcome
they gave me.
I close with best wishes to all branches.
E.J.S.

Annual Members

DONATIONS

DRAGON

£ s. d.

1 1 0

43 0 10

Ashford Branch
I expect some will be surprised to see a few
notes this time from us. I would like to start
them by giving our very best thanks to all
concerned for the splendid arrangement on our
behalf for Remembrance Day. I would
especially like to mention the luncheons. Every
one who had lunch was very satisfied with it—
it was the best we have had for some time.
Our branch meeting, was held at the Somerset
Arms on Saturday, September 2nd, when we
were very pleased to welcome our Association
Secretary, Major A. J. Peareth. It was very
good of him to come along. I was sorry the
meeting was not larger on this occasion. The
usual business was carried out and I am pleased
to say no sick were reported. A very enjoyable
evening was spent.
I am sorry we cannot get a team together to
enter for the Angling Competition at Ramsgate
on October 1st, but we are looking forward to
the darts again.
We hope to give our old folks a supper at the
end of this month.
I have been seeing quite a lot of some mem
bers of the Ramsgate Branch lately, and
attended one of their meetings, as I was working

London Branch
A meeting of the London. Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on® Saturday, 19th August, at the
Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, S.W.I, with Mr. E. W. Tong in the
Chair.
SILENCE.—The Chairman asked the members
to stand in. silence for one minute in memory of
S. C. (Ginger) Hubbard and Dmr. E. A. Eltham,
who had recently passed away.
MINUTES.—The Assistant Secretary read the
Minutes of the last meeting, which had been
held on the 15th July. These were accepted and
signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Assistant Secretary
read the correspondence, which included letters
from Colonel Orwin and Mrs. L. M. Hubbard.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—Major J. E. En
right said it was the best day he had spent at
Canterbury for a long time. A letter of thanks
should be sent to the Depot to the officers and
all ranks who had done so much to give us a
pleasant day.
Major Dare told the Chairman it was nice to
see so many old Buffs on a day like that.
Captain Emery proposed and Major Duffy
seconded a vote of thanks to Mr. Ricketts for
the general organisation of the coaches. Mr.
Ricketts replied and said he had written Mrs.
Draper's coaches and thanked them for their
services.
InPensioner Pullinger thanked the members
for taking care of him at Canterbury. He said
he had celebrated his 76th birthday on the
following day.
The Chairman thanked the ViceChairman,
Mr. R. W. Billings, for occupying the chair in
July. He said he had visited the Ramsgate
Branch on the 21st July whilst on holiday and
had conveyed our best wishes to them and in
return brought greetings to us.
BUNN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1.

There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
E.C.W.G.
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LADIES' GUILD

The meeting held at the Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, Westminster, on
Saturday, September 23rd, was very well
attended, although many members were away
on holiday.
MINUTES.—The Minutes for the month of
July were read, confirmed and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from the Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett (President),
Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Lamb, Mrs. King, Mrs.
Cotton., Mrs. Ricketts (Canterbury), Mrs.
Chichester and Mrs. Cobb.
REGRETS.—Regretting inability to attend
were Mrs. Enright, Mrs. Norman, Mrs. Hawkins
and Mrs. Watts.
MARRIAGE.—Our congratulations to Miss
Stevens on her marriage to Mr. Gibson, late The
Buffs.
SICK.—Members regretted to hear that Mrs.
Cotton had undergone an operation, but were
pleased to know she is now convalescing at
St. Leonard's. She thanked all members for
their kind letters and messages.
DINNER.—Members were requested to settle
for their dinner tickets, as numbers were to be
sent in soon to the caterers ; also for seating
arrangements.
RAFFLES.—The following members gave
raffles and we do sincerely thank them :—
Mrs. Everett, Mrs. Cousens, Mrs. Norris and
Mrs. Jenkins, and Miss Evans, which realised
£1 8s. 6d.
FINES.—Three members attended without
wearing their badges, and were fined.
D.E.S.

Sittingbourne Branch
The 180th Meeting was held at the Drill Hall,
East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday, July
11th, 1950.
Col. D. J. Dean was in the Chair, supported
by Major J. E. Wills and sixteen members.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were
read and confirmed. Following the reading of
a letter from the British Legion regarding the
forthcoming Carnival, it was agreed that the
branch should enter a tableau entitled "Past and
Present Buffs". Major Wills agreed to lend the
branch a lorry for staging the tableau.
A statement of accounts for the halfyear
showed that the Club was doing well.

The Booby Prize, given by Mr. Jock Herbert,
was won by the Secretary, Mr. Sinclair. The
competition realised 9/.
On Remembrance Sunday, 96 members and
wives travelled to Canterbury. 47 marched to
the Cathedral and 57 marched back, including
Mr. F. Streatfield, an old South African
veteran—one of the old Sittingbourne boys who
volunteered (well done, Fred !).
SINBAD.

Minutes of the 181st monthly meeting held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne,
on Friday, 8th September, 1950.
Col. D. J. Dean was in the Chair. Fifteen
members were present; Major Wills was unable
to attend, being away on his holiday.
Minutes of the previous meeting were read
and signed as correct. There was no corres
pondence. Matters arising from the Minutes
was the carnival. The Chairman congratulated
members who took part in putting up a good
show. Those taking part were Mr. E. Croucher
(Past) ; those in unfirom were Mr. R. Croucher,
Mr. W. Sinclair (1912), Mr. E. Spice (France,
191439), Mr. A. Croucher, Mr. B. Russell
(Dunkirk), Mr. L. Coward (Africa, 1942), Mr. J.
Homden, Mr. W. Whishen (Burma, 1945),
Mr. J. Frost and Mr. Rains (Present Buffs),
and Boy Cadets (Future).
The branch will be entering the Faversham
Carnival which takes place in November.
There was no other business. The Secretary
put a bundle of draw tickets on the table and
they went like hot cakes. The Booby Prize
given by the Secretary was won by Mr. T.
Coward, making 7/6. The meeting then closed.
SINBAD.

Ramsgate Branch
August being our busy month, we held no
meeting, so I cannot write much about our
activities. Ben Hogben, our Social Chairman,
has high anticipation for a successful Fishing
Competition, but so far not many branches
have entered. We are still hoping for more
response.
We must congratulate Major N. G. H. Taylor
on his engagement to Miss Fenton. Both have
Ramsgate Branch's best wishes.
We were sorry to hear of Sailor Cooper's
death. A good old Buff. Our sympathy goes to
his relatives.
Dick Durrant has not been well. We trust this
old soldier is much better.

Well, I am going to dry up. More news next
month. But before I close, I must thank those
responsible for the excellent arrangements made
:at Canterbury in August. My members enjoyed
themselves—"A good show !".
B.E.K.
Folkestone Branch
Let me start these notes by saying "Thank
you all for the splendid arrangements for
Remembrance Sunday". A great day ; and
I'm sure everyone will agree with me. It is
good to meet old friends who we seldom see
except on this day. "Distance no object" is
the keynote of these old Buffs. We can share our
joys and in some cases a few words may help
to soften the sorrow some have had during the
previous year.
Our meeting was held on Tuesday the 12th
at "D" Company Club when numerous
apologies were received for nonattendance.
Chota is on holiday, but his halfsection was
with us and looking as fit as ever. Yet he says
his legs aren't as good as they used to be.
Never mind, Bill, they have trekked many miles,
and not always good going, was it ? Anyhow,
there is a good 'bus service in Folkestone, so
we don't lose sight of him for long.
I wish all our members could turn up as
regularly. Perhaps the dark evenings will
make a difference. Angling doesn't seem to be
one of our strong points, but here's wishing all
who do take part in the competition happy
hunting, and don't let that "one" get away.
All who went to Canterbury by coach voted
the return journey a huge success. We kept to
the narrow ways, even if some of them were not
tod straight. We are hoping to arrange for
Hythe Branch to come up for one of our meeting
nights. If they do, we can assure them a real
welcome.
Time for post if this is to appear in the. next
issue. Good luck to all the friends from Folke

Brighton Branch
A very successful month's activities to report.
Especially our trip to Canterbury for the
Memorial Service on 13th August.
The day was much enjoyed by all the twenty
five members and their ladies who went and all
were very warm in their praises of all the
arrangements made for their enjoyment.

The branch's thanks are also due to D. J.
Brown, who kept us supplied both going and
returning, with liquid. We arrived back at
Brighton after 11 p.m. in consequence, very
tired but very happy.
We are sorry for the officer who overslept
and missed the 'bus: we .advise buying an
alarum clock next year, because children are so
unreliable.
Only very few members attended our Septem
ber meeting, but it was a very wet night—out
side and in—because we celebrated the arrival
of Mr. and Mrs. Kinsey's son and heir.
Herne Bay Branch
At our branch meeting on the 11th August,
it was decided that in future we should be
known as "The Herne Bay Branch'' and not
SubBranch.
Our attendance for the monthly meeting is
gradually on the increase and we hope to main
tain this standard throughout the year, A
special effort is being made to draw into the
fold all old Buffs within the district.
Our most worthy Chairman proposed that
in future any member attending a meeting
and not wearing a badge should be fined, so
beware to look at the jacket in future. May
I add that he was never near the Jordan or
Black Sea, but like our Secretary is always
after money for our funds.
Our 'bus is loaded to its capacity for the
afternoon and evening drive on September
24th, which I hope to be able to report on in
full in next month's notes.
During our meeting evenings there appears
to be a competition on who can spin the best
yarn or tale, after the conclusion of other
business. In this the Mayor of BuUockstone
seems to have a short head lead, but like the
Daily Express Air Race, it's always a close
finish.
Y
A,T.
1st Battn. Mortar Plato on —continued from p. 198
An old standby of the Mortar Platoon, ' Pte. Cox,
has gone oh a C.L. and P.T. Course in Embatkalla.
We hope he gets his fat down a bit after his leisure in
Khartoum but trust that he will enjoy himself.
We congratulate Sgt. Ellis, arid Cpl. Wardle on getting
their third and second stripes respectively^,; We also
wish to welcome C.S.M. Faulkner to the Company and
hope he will enjoy his stay with 'us.
We are sorry to see C.S.M. Excell go, but we wish him
the very best of luck wherever he may go.
We would like to hear from any old friends of the
Mortar Platoon, with news of their present fife, so get
those pens going!
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A Film of Interest to
all Marksmen

"ONE OF
ONE THOUSAND"

For the first time, a famous rifle shares "starring" honours with
a famous screen star—James Stewart—in the Universal
International picture "Winchester '73".
Introduced in 1873 the Model 73, used by almost every scout,
hunter and plainsman, was called 'the rifle that won the West.
Its use by William Cody also gave it the name "Buffalo Bill Rifle.
The special designation "One of One Thousand" was only
applied to the most accurate single piece of each thousanu
produced. Of 720,000, however, only 124 were thus engraved
on the barrel.
,
, ._
~ ,
For filming, James Stewart used the actual rifle offered as
First Prize in a contest in Dodge City, Kansas on July 4th, 1876,

WINCHESTER '73
Don't miss this film at your local Cinema
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The Past and Present Association
Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764

Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. 1st Bn. The Buffs
2. 4th Bn. The Buffs
3. ASHFORD
4. London

Secretary
Chairman
R.S.M.
SecondinCommand
R.S.M.
SecondinCommand
Mr. J.W. Rossiter (Jnr.) Mr. R. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. R. Gould, 51 Rincolns Inn Fields,
Mr. R. W. Tong
I/>ndon, W.C.2 .

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
"~
Third Saturday in each month, Prinze
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street/ West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, __
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m

5. DOVER ,

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Capt. R. Boulding, Windyridge, Sandhurst,
Hawkhurst
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

Last Saturday iu each month, The Two
Brewers,
High Street, Rochester.
7.30 p.m.
^
Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
Rast
Street,
7.30
p.m.
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B. R. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road, First Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall
Mr. R. H. Harman
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Last Wednesday in each month/ British
Mr. R. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
Mr. J. J.Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane, First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Mr. L. P. Parratt
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens,
Mr. W. Stanard
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Herne Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone Second Tuesday in each month, Drill Hal),
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road .
Mr. H. Taylor
8 p.m.
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
First Tuesday in each month, Royal
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place,
Major H. Jackson
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Faversham
Second Friday in each month; R.N.OX.
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Capt. R. J. Robertson .
Club, 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
Brighton
7.30 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month. St. Hubertus
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
Kegs. Lyngby, Copenhagen, Denftark
,7.30 p.m.

*
Mr. F. C. Cox

8. SITTINGBOURNE
9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
13. HERNE BAY
14.

FOLKESTONE

15. SANDWICH
16. DEAL
17. FAVERSHAM
18. BRIGHTON
19. ..DENMARK

GROUPS
(c) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
(<f) Medway, Sittingbourne; Faversham

(a) Dover/ Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(i Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

LADIES9 GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
LONDON
DOVER
FOLKESTONE
DEAL
MEDWAY

7. SITTINGBOURNE

Meeting Dates and Place*
First Saturday in each,month. Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 6.30
p.m.
Second Tuesday iu each month, CoOp.
Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.». Mrs. A. M. Fpulkes, 25 Vale View
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Road, Dover
Mrs Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone Rvery other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Mrs. G. Wood, J.F.
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First > Wednesday in each month, St.
Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal
Mrs.East
George's Hall, High Street, Deal. "
Rvery Fourth Tuesday, Foresters' Hall
Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Mrs. King Holt
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Gillingham, Kent
Second Wednesday in each month,. The
Mrs. E.Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Mrs. L King
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Ashford
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terraee,
MM/M B.Dean
Hall. Bast Street,Sittingbottfue, 6.45 p.in.
Sittwgbouxn*.

. . Chairman
Mrs. D. R. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J.Coley, Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Baxnet, Herts.
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THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name

Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E, ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parry, F. W. B.
...
... 1st Bn.
MAJORS
Div. Battle School/Tripoli.
T/Lt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Depot.
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
T/Lt.Col., Instr. I.D.C.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Q Branch, War Office.
Harris St. John, B. J.
Leave U.K.
Lewis, P. J. ...
1st Bn. Roval Sussex Regt.
Bailey, N. T.
1 R.W.K. "
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. .... T/Lt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Horley, B. M
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
May, J. F. Fitz G. ...
Ministry of Supply.
Ravenhill, R. A. C
G.S.O.2, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.
Plumptre, P. B„ M.B.E. ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy, R. H.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.
Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Parry, R. F., M.C.....
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H. ...
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W., D.S.O.,M.B.E.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt., H.O., E. Anglian Dist.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Depot. *
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.3, M.I.26, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.L.P.

Lueas, J. P
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G. ...
Gay, A. W. ,
Montgomery, D. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P.

CAPTAINS—continued
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
,
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash, J P. ...
... 1 R.W.K.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.... 1st Bn.
Iliffe, R. O. ...
... 1st Bit.
Hadshar, G
... Depot.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia. ..
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... H.C.B.T.C.
Dent, J. E.
... G.S.O.3, Hq., Br. Tps., Sudan.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Marshall, F. ...
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
... T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Dickson.
Peckham, A. D.
... 4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J
... IstBn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
... IstBn.
Worts., J, B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

Griffin, C. J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F.
StratfordTuke, R. A
Gillum, J. R.

LIEUTENANTS
... Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
... A.D.C., Cr., H.C. District.
... 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
... Intelligence Corps Depot.
... H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
... IstBn.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... 1 R.W.K.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... 1 R.W.K.
... IstBn.

Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse. P. O. R.

2ND
...
...
...
...
...
...

Williams, L. J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.

QUARTERMASTERS
... Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th B#.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bnr

Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R. ..
Phillips, L. M.

Short Service Commissions

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D..
Geary, M. ...
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C
Ford, E. N. M.C
Lyons, H. S.
...
.4
Minard, F. G.
Marriott, A
Pickard, D. L. L, T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E. ...
Leates, M. M.C
Todman, N. E. H
Brooke, C. W
Pitkin, W. H
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J
Kille, W. E
Elliott, N. ...
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
FitzGerald, E. D. ...

CAPTAINS
T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office.
T/Maj.
T/Maj.

4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commti., Hong
Kong.
Eritrean Police .Force.
1st Bn.
9 Trav. Wing, H.Q. E. Anglia Dist.

..

Admin." Office, H.Q. Klagenfurt Gar.,
B«X«A
G.S.O.3, War Offiice.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
"A" Branch, H.Q. B.T.E., MELF 4.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q. Home Counties District.

LIEUTENANTS
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
H.C.B.T.C.

CAPTAINS—continued

Sherwood, R. D.
Hannan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.

... 1st Bn. Leave U.K.
... H.Q., N. Ireland District^ Lte^n,

Wilson. A. F. P.

... 1 R.W.K.

Northover, J. A.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D....
Roseberry, L S.
Minto, I. G.,
Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt.
Stone, J. H., Lieut.
Corps, J., Capt.

LIEUTENANTS
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt., 18 W.O.S.B., (O.C.6.)
... 1 R.W.K.
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS
..: Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MBLF
... H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4/Sth Battalion
HON. COLONELS
4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
5th Bn. : Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
LIEUTENANTS
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O,
Bashail, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
MAJORS
Lees, H. D.
Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Eames, A. G.
Taylor, N. G. H.
,
Lewis, W. G.G.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Kleah,F. H.
Thome, P. A., M.C.
ottabtrsmastkb
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Williams, L. J., M.B.E. Maj. (Q.M.)
CAPTAINS
Collins, H. A. (Adjt.).
MEDICAL OFFICER
££*obats, H. P.
Major J. R. Hamertoq, OJit.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
Hannah, W.'H.
Alexander, U. H. B., MJBM.
CHAPLAIN
Balding, C. B. E.
Major The Rev. A. N. B. Suedes. M.A.

Post free
8/ per annum
4/ 6 months
2/ 3 months
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1939—1945
BELGIUM
FRANCE
Personalia

t) RIGADIER H. C. T. and Mrs. Strong have
^returned to Lisbon where their address is :
Rua Viscon.de de Seabra, 10. They went by
road down the East Coast of Spain and were
accompanied by Colonel and Mrs. Airy.

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA
LEROS
GERMANY

Colonel M. P. D. Dewar was able to collect
a few Buffs to meet Lieut.Colonel H. P.
Williams when on his way through Nairobi to
England to attend the Infantry conference at
Warminster. Major Plumptre, who is with the
2/3rd Battalion, K.A.R., at Nairobi, and his
wife ; Captain A. W. Gay, now with the 2/3rd
Battalion, K.A.R., as 2nd i/c of Major
Plumptre's Company, and Miss Power who
works in the Red Cross at Nairobi.
Colonel Dewar has recently spent a week in
Madagascar on a liaison visit with the French.
We congratulate Lieut.Col. H. P. Williams
on his promotion to the rank of substantive
Lieut.Colonel. He is now commanding the
1st Battalion, K.A. Rifles.
Major R. A. C. Ravenhill left Greece in
September and is at G.H.Q., M.E.L.F., where
he hopes to remain until next Spring.
We regret to record the death of Major
H. G. James which occurred at Canterbury on
September 19th, aged 79 years.

EGYPT
ITALY

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA
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Captain B. H. Brackenbury is at Awgu,
Nigeria, where he is District Officer. He hopes
to be home again next Summer.
We regret to record the death of Captain
H. W. Williams in Buenos Aires on October 4th.
He served in the 6th Battalion in the 191418
War and was a life member of the Past and
Present Association. He attended the London
Branch meeting in September, 1948, on his
last visit to England.
We regret to record the death of Mr. J.
Sullivan, ex4393 Private, on September 4th,
aged 76 years. He enlisted in The Buffs on
November 29th, 1892, and took part in the
Punjab Frontier Campaign for which he had
the Indian General Service Medal with Clasp
"Punjab Frontier 189798". In the 191418
War he served with the Gloucestershire Regi
ment in France for 4 years, being sent home
wounded in 1918. In the 193945 War he was
a member of the Home Guard.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
BIRTH

Timms.—On September 14th at St. Gabriel's
Hospital to Mr. and Mrs. Timms (nee Joan
Billings) a son, Gregory Laurence.
MARRIAGES

The late Major H. G. James
A

DISTINGUISHED

AND MANYSIDED CAREER

'"THE death of Major H. G. James, which
1 occurred. at his home, Tavern Cottage,
Westgate Grove, Canterbury, on September
19th, closed a career which covered a wide and
varied field of public service which extended well
over half a century.
The city of Canterbury and the East Kent
district had special reason to be grateful to
him for the assistance which he gave to many
good causes, and especially the Kent and
Canterbury Hospital for over 30 years.

Captain D. P. R. Barrett and Miss E. M.
Young
The marriage took place on 10th August at
the Church of St. John the Baptist, Hove, of
David Peter Reginald Barrett, The Buffs, only
son of Mrs. C. Poyer and stepson of Mr. Cennyd
Poyer of Grove House, Epsom, and Elisabeth
Marie Young, elder daughter of Colonel A. D.
Young, Indian Army (retired) and Mrs. Young
of Hove.

Major Henry Grigg James, as he so often
recalled with pride, had to make his own way
in life, and a man of dynamic energy and great
capacity, his business activities were attended
with much success.

Captain G. Hadshar and Miss P. E. Harold
The marriage between Captain George
Hadshar, The Buffs, and Miss Patricia Harold
took place quietly in London on Saturday,
October 7th. The Right Rev. Dr. Cyril Cowderoy,
Roman Catholic Bishop of Southwark, officiated,
assisted by Canon Bogan and Father Hadshar,
who celebrated the nuptial Mass.
The bride was given away by her brother,
Mr. Douglas Harold. Captain A. F. P. Wilson,
The Buffs, was best man.

In 1919 he came to reside in Canterbury and
took a very active part in the civic and social
life of the city for a period of over 30 years.
In 1919, he was elected Mayor of the city, in
succession to the late Alderman R. A. Bremner.
Incidentally, he established a record in being
promoted to the highest city office within only
a few weeks of his becoming a member of the
Council. His Mayoral year was a notable one.
Mainly through his initiative, the City Social
Guild (afterwards carried on by the late Alder
man G. R. Barrett) was brought into existence
and an unusually attractive and memorable

An enthusiastic member of the Territorial
force, his military service dated from 1886.

THE DRAGON
programme of entertainment and festivity was
arranged by the Guild for the Cricket Week of
1920.
Among the memorable events of that year
was the entertainment by the Mayor of a large
body of returned Canterbury exService men,
and a torchlight military tattoo in the Dane
John Gardens at which an Indian prince was
the principal guest of honour. He gave his
salary as Mayor to the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, and subsequently he devoted many
years of his life to the service of this hospital.
Major James had a very long connection
with the Territorials, and before that with
the Volunteers.
He joined the London Rifle Brigade in
November, 1886, and when he retired, having
reached the age limit of 40, he was made a
Life Honorary Member of the Regiment. He
was awarded the Volunteer Long Service Medal
in 1906.
From February, 1909, and onwards through
the years of the First Great War he was actively
engaged in recruiting and other important
military duties in the London district. After a
breaksdown in health he was appointed in an
honorary capacity, to the Canterbury Recruiting
Staff. Subsequently, he was transferred to
Maidstone, and became Hon. Assistant County
Adjutant, Kent Volunteer Regiment, continuing
in this position until March, 1919.
In the spring of 1920, being then Mayor of
Canterbury, he gave valued assistance in the
reconstruction of the Territorial Force in the
city. In the same year he raised the Canterbury
4th Buffs Defence Force and served as Second
inCommand until demobilised. When he
retired in 1923, he received a letter of thanks
from the Army Council and was granted the
rank of Major. Major James had a high regard
for his connection with The Buffs.
He was an active member of the Past and
Present Association of the Regiment for over
27 years/ and regularly entertained the members
of the London Branch of the Association when
they attended the annual Buffs Commemoration
Service in the Cathedral.
From October, 1939, to March, 1940, he acted
as recruiting o ncer for the 6th (H.D.) Battalion,
The Buffs, and raised and organised the Can
terbury Battalion L.D.V. (afterwards 3rd Kent
Battalion Home Guard). He was the first
Commander of this Battalion, but for reasons
of age arid health he relinquished, the command
after a short period,
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Major James was an extremely able speaker,
and his gifts of eloquence were applied, usually
to great effect, in advocacy of the numerous
r
good causes which he sponsored.
He will be remembered with affectionate
gratitude for the devoted services which he so
freely rendered for the public welfare ; for the
qualities of kindness and gift of friendliness
which made him so approachable by all sections
of citizens ; and for those social attributes
which endeared him to all who were privileged
to know him.
At the funeral service at Holy Cross Church,
Major B. H. Craig represented the Colonel of
the Regiment and Regimental Headquarters ;
Major G. R. D. Hews, the 4th Battalion;
Captain C. Pidduck, the 1st Cadet Battalion;
Major L. F. Parratt, the Canterbury Branch
and the General Secretary of the Past and
Present Association ; Major H. E. Stone, the
London Branch, and Mrs. Stone, the London
Branch Ladies' Guild; Lieut.Colonel L.
Howard Smith and Lieut.Colonel C. E. Wilson
were also present.
The interment followed in the grave of Mrs.
James at St. Martin's Churchyard, where a
bearer party was provided by The Buffs, com
prising C.S.M.s Moore, Turmain, Sharman and
Kemp, C/Sgt. Allen, Sgts. Sharman, Jeffries
and Sweeney. Those present also included the
Bishop of Dover and Mr. P. E. Taylor.
After the committal sentences had been
pronounced by the Rector of Holy Cross, *
L/Cpl. Willett sounded the Last Post.
IT was with sorrow in our hearts that we of
the London Branch heard of the passing of our
Old Friend, Major H. G. James. He became
a member of the Branch in its very early days.
He was always ready with practical help and
sound advice ; he had a kindly manner and
was loved by everyone with whom he came into
contact. We shall miss him, although of late
years he has been unable to be with us owing
to his illness and advancing years.
In his last letter to me, he said how his fellow
parishioners and himself were looking forward
to the restoration of his Parish Church of Holy
Cross by the West Gate.
We well remember the August Sundays
(Remembrance Day) when it was Major James's
pleasure to conduct us round the walls of the
Ancient City of Canterbury and tell us some of
its history : then on to the Mother Church of
our Great Empire, the Tomb of a'Becket, the
Crypt and the Great Library, but most of all
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we remember leaving the City streets and
entering that oasis. I mean Grey Friars, with
its lawns and flowers and the little stream
flowing peacefully along, where we rested and
he would give us tea. Then we would hear the
history of Grey Friars, how the little house
astride the stream was built by St. Francis of
Assisi and his Grey Friars. I often thought
that had St. Francis been contemporary with
our old friend, they would have had a great
deal in common., both being ever mindful of
the wants of others.
And now he has departed from us—one of
Nature's Gentlemen—and with humble hearts
we say "Farewell Dear Friend".
ERNEST W. TONG.

Future Events
November lBth. Saturday, 7 p.m. Annual
Dinner, Weald Branch, Past and Present
Association, George Hotel, Cranbrook.
November 25th, 1950. l/4th Buffs (191418)
Reunion. For all who served in the
Battalion from August, 1914 to Decem
ber, 1919 will be held at the Drill Hall,
St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury. Assemble
at 6 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. dinner* Tickets
6/6 each should be obtained from local
Past and Present Branch Secretaries or
from Lieut.Col. H. L. Cremer, M.B.E.,
The Grange, Chartham, Nr. Canterbury.
October 29thl, Sunday, l/5th Battalion,
The Buffs
The Dedication of the Memorial to the
late Colonel John Body, D.S.O., 0«B.£.,
T.D., D.L., from all ranks of the l/5th
Battalion, The Buffs, will take place at
Wittersham Church, Kent, at 3.15 p.m.
It is hoped that many old friends of
Colonel Body's who served under him in
this battalion will be able to attend the
Service.
Tea will be provided in the Village Hall
at 4.15 p.m. for those attending.

Buffs Officers Reunion Club
YYN Friday, October 6th, the annual gathering
Club members was held at the Rembrandt
Hotel. A pleasant evening was enjoyed by the
sixtyone officers who attended. The following
were present
.

Bennett, Major D. F. ; Bett, Lieut. R. M. ; Blackwell,
Capt. R. ; Blaxland, Capt. W. G. ; Bossom, Major C. ;
Brown, Lieut. M. W. F. ; Butcher, Capt. D. A. T. ;
Coates, Lt.Col. D. C. ; Cobbold, Major M. D. N. ;
Collins, Capt. H. A. ; Copland, Major A. H. R. ; Cox,
Lieut. M. W. ; Craig, Major B. H. ; Dean, Colonel D. J.
Durston, Capt. C. M. G. ; Farrow, Capt. A. T. ; Gordon
Wilson, Major N. F. ; Hamilton, Lieut. C. M. ; Harrison,
Lieut.Col. A. D. ; Harrison, Major J. A.; Iggulden,
Lieut.Col. D. P. ; Jelf, Major A. G.; Keown, Lieut.
R. A. G. ; Knight, Col. C. R. B. ; Knocker, Lieut.Col.
H. S. ; Lister, Lieut.Col. D. S. ; LloydJones, Lieut.
D. G. ; Macdonald, Capt. E. W. ; Majendie, Major A. E. ;
McKechnie, Brig. A. D.. ; Metson, Capt. E. C. ; Meyrick,
Major K. C. ; Montgomery, Major D. ; Moore, Capt.
K. H. ; Mount, Capt. G. P. ; Nash, Capt. J. P. ; Nelson,
Major H. J. ; Nevshehir, Capt. H. R. ; Norris, Major
D. P. H. ; Norris, Major N. F. H. C. ; Oliver, Lieut.Col.
G. E. F. ; Palmer, Capt. L. E. ; Peareth, Major A. J. ;
Pearson, Major I. A. ; Pigou, Lieut. H. C. ; Prestige,
Major J. T. R. ; Ranee, Major P. L. N. C. ; Reeves,
Lieut Col. N. R. ; Rice, Brig. N. D. ; Sauvary, Major
J. C. W. ; Scott, Major E. S. ; Stevens, Lieut.Col. G. E. ;
Taylor, Capt. H. T. ; Terry, Major A. D. R. ; Treadwell,
Capt. H. A.; Vaughan, Lieut.Col. C. E. ; Watney,
Lieut. M. B. A.; West, Major A. A.; Whitcombe,
Capt. D. R. C. ; Williams, Lieut.Col. J. R. P. ;
Williamson, Capt. I. C.

Reunions
THE 8th (S) Battalion, The Buffs (191418),
* held its reunion dinner at the Union Tavern,
Pimlico Road, S.W.I, on Saturday, September
23rd, the Chair being taken by Brigadier E.
Foster Hall. Others present were Lieut.Col.
BouverieBrine, Capts. Hitchcock and Trumble,
Messrs. Le May, T. Leonard, J. A. Bonell,
W. Linsell, J. Short, R. Wilkins, R. Rochell,
J. Scott, W. J. Stanger and A. H. Charlton.
The dinner was called Loos Night as it was
on September 26th, 1915, that the Battalion
first went into action and suffered heavy
casualties.
The Chairman spoke about the Regiment of
those days and today and said how pleased
he was to see so many old friends present. He
hoped that next year they would have the
pleasure of welcoming Lieut.Colonel L. W.
Lucas, a former commanding officer of the
Battalion, and expressed the wish that those
present would bring along other exmembers
of the 8th to the next dinner.
The Chairman then read a telegram from
H.M. the King thanking those attending the
dinner for their loyal wishes.
After the dinner it was the talk of where
are you living and have you seen SoandSo ?
On Saturday, October 7th, the 7th Annual
Dinner was held at the Talbot Restaurant,
London Wall, E.C., of the 6th Battalion, The
Buffs (191418).
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Mr. Blacker, in the Chair, asked all to rise
for silence in memory of Captain H. W.
Williams of Buenos Aires who passed away
recently, also all 6th Buffs who had passed on.
Dinner was served, a splendid one at that.
Toasts were drunk to "The King", "The 6th
Battalion, "The Officers and Other Ranks";
a special toast proposed by the Chairman to
the Secretary, R. W. Billings, for his good work
in bringing them all together again. Corres
pondence was read and 20 letters of regret for
nonattendance.
Major Terry spoke and welcomed those
present and said he was pleased to see such a
gathering. Major Enright answered the toast
to the guests and said he felt it an honour to
be present at such a gathering and hoped it
would continue to the last man.
A special mention was made to the menus
which were drawn by Captain Woodcock, late
of The Buffs, and* were freely presented to all
by the kind action of SergeantMajor Tester,
who was unfortunately unable to attend owing
to illness. This kind gift was much appreciated
by those present.
During the evening one of the guests, Mr.
O'Brien, entertained with a few card tricks,
much appreciated by all. As the evening wore
on numbers gradually trickled away with
thoughts of a splendid evening, and looking
forward to next year's dinner which will be
held on 13th October.

Round and About

By The Tramp
A London Walk
IT AVING lately spent
a delightful week
end in a part ©f Kent
for, which I have long
had the greatest regard
I returned to Ixmdon
and its labyrinth of
bricks and mortar with
some reluctance. This
was, however, almost
immediately offset by
«A J .
— an invitation from an
old friend to lunch and
to explore the rural
amenities of Hamp
stead. My friend, who
follows the enviable profession of authorship, is
a methodical man as well as a keen and vigorous
walker. He walks every afternoon and writes
in the morning and evening. It happens that
Hampstead is terrain not wholly unknown to
me. Once—too long ago—I lived there for
some years and grew to appreciate its unique
situation and its exceptional amenities, How
ever, ffioth my host and I maintained the
pleasant fiction that he was going to introduce
me to it for the first time. He went further
and said that he would like me to understand
that he had not merely discovered Hampstead
but had in fact created it. Therefore, dis
regarding my previous residence on those
"Northern Heights" as well as my rudimentary
historical sense, I agreed and, after a satisfying
Regimental Gazette
and enjoyable lunch, I was ready/ if not eager,
REGULAR ARMY
to agree to any fiction for a few hours in his
Offr. Cadet from the Royal Military Academy, Sand
excellent company.
hurst, to be 2nd Lt., 22nd July, 1950, with seniority
22nd July, 1950 :—Peter Oswald Richard Gatehouse.
The Heath
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST—REGULAR ARMY
A short 'bus ride took us to the edge of the
Cadets to be 2nd Lts., 15th July, 1950 :—Colin Gordon
famous Heath and we were soon treading turf
Sinclair Paterson, Eustace John Applegate.
instead of paving stones. Our "country walk"
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
began at the Golders Hill or NorthWestern
Lt. Eric Richardson Elliott from Emerg. Commn.,
end of the Heath. This borders on. that well
to be Lt., 1st January, 1949.
known suburb Golder's Green which has little
Lt. Francis Charles Cuss from Emerg. Commn.,
significance beyond a complete absence within
to be Lt., 1st January, 1949, and is granted the hon.
its confines of licensed premises. Something in
rank of Capt.
the deeds of the sale of the ground, fifty or
TERRITORIAL ARMY
sixty years ago, on. which the suburb sprawls,
2nd Lt. John Raymond Sambrook from Reg. Army
made it a condition that thirst should be
Nat. Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 13th Sept., 1950, with
quenched only with nonintoxicating liquor.
seniority 15th Oct., 1949.
Golder's Green has one other outstanding
2nd Lt. Robert Gerald Bennett from Reg. Army Nat.
characteristic; it is the favourite resort of
Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 2nd Sept., 1950, with seniority
people of foreign extraction. So much so, in
10th Sept., 1949.
fact,
that a popular musichall jest used to
The Territorial Efficiency Decoration, Capt.
refer to the fact that SoandSo had obtained
(Hon. Ma].) H. F. Reed.

the
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the lucrative post of British Consul there.
This is, however, very much by the way. Our
backs were by now resolutely turned on this
dry and polyglot place and we were soon
passing "The Old Bull and Bush", the Inn
made famous in the late nineties by the Music
Hall song with it&,name as title. It is no
longer the old and original house. Bombs
during the late war damaged it and it has been
rebuilt with care if with little regard ta its
erstwhile character. Not far from this tavern
is another and equally famous house of call,
"Jack Shaw's Castle", which stands at the
highest point of Hampstead Heath. It also
suffered damage to the extent of being now
nearly half its former size and it has not been
rebuilt.
Historic Houses
Few districts of London have more places of
historic and literary interest than Hampstead.
Just near the "Bull and Bush" stands Pitt
House where the great Earl'of Chatham once
lived. A few minutes' walk from it grows the
last of the famous Scotch firs which John
Constable immortalised in paint. Time and
high winds have reduced the group of noble
trees to one solitary survivor but I believe that
new trees have been planted to maintain the
succession. Within sight of Constable's fir is
a pleasant house in which Hall Caine the
novelist lived in my Hampstead days. I remem
ber seeing his venerable and distinguished
figure walking on the Heath nearby. He used
to affect the garb and "makeup" of the
eminent Victorian writer. Black sombrero,
black cape, flowing sandy locks and trim beard,
both whitening at that time. I recalled, as we
walked there the other day, a story about Hall
Caine told me years ago by another friend
who once lived m Hampstead. He said that
during the first German War he was returning
late one night by tube to his home and in the
lift at Hampstead Station (the deepest in
London ; 190 feet to be exact) he found
himself in the company of Hall Caine, bearded,
cloaked and hatted as I have described, as
well as of two Australian soldiers. My friend
had been talking to the soldiers and asked
them, sotto voce, if they knew the identity of
the striking figure at the other end of the lift.
They said they didn't. "It's Hall Caine",
said my friend. The soldiers looked at the
great author who was happily unaware of their
conversation and then one said, in the clear
and distinctive accent of the Antipodean, "Oh,
well he looks a bloody murderer." The associ
ation of ideas somehow excused the lamentable
ignorance of literary eminence.
,

I told my friend of this incident and he took
the implicit claim that after all I knew some
thing about Hampstead in very good part,
We also passed the cottage to which Charles
Dickens retired when shattered by the death
of his sisterinlaw, Mary Hogarth. Then,
just before we turned into Ken Wood, we
gave a reverent if passing glance at "The
Spaniards", the third famous Tavern of
Hampstead and associated with notorious
highwaymen of the past.
Ken Wood
This part of Hampstead Heath is a more
recent addition to its amenities. Within a
fine park of some hundreds of acres stands a
house of great interest. Originally it was the
country seat of Lord Mansfield, The Lord
Chief Justice at the time of the Gordon Riots.
This distinguished lawyer incurred the dis
pleasure, on religious grounds, of the rioters
who, after burning to the ground his London
house in Bloomsbury, trekked the five miles
up to Hampstead and did the same thing to
His Lordship's country residence. Charles
Dickens in Barnaby Rudge gives a vivid des
cription of those stormy times. Kenwood
House was rebuilt by the Brothers Adam and
was later occupied by the Grand Duke Michael
of Russia and finally by Lord Iveagh, head of
the Brewing firm of Guinness. Lord Iveagh
presented the house and its contents as well as
the beautiful park to the Nation and that was
why we we:e now able to wander about its
splendidly designed and proportioned rooms,
to look at the fine pictures, including a mag
nificent Rembrandt, many Romneys, a Gains
borough, Canaletto and a host of other fine
things. A pleasant tearoom is at the service
of visitors and it is situated in the very ample
stables adjoining the house. Here is on view
Lord Mansfield's coach which evidently sur
vived the attentions of the Gordon rioters.
I wish I could write enthusiastically about the
tea provided but again the shortcomings of
the English as caterers were manifest, The
actual brew had that mysterious quality that
baffles one in Railway Refreshment rooms and
in. Roadside Cafes and the cakes were synthetic
beyond description. But since we had walked
about three miles/touching roads but twice,
we were glad to rest before continuing our walk.
The Vale of Health
We were shortly back on Hampstead Heath
itself and I found it difficult to maintain the
pretence that it was hew to me, especially
when we reached the Vale of Health, as it is
called. This is in effect a small and compact
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village standing on the Heath itself and here
I once lived in a studio flat at the very top of
a large rectangular and gaunt pub. It used
to have, and still possesses for all I know,
certain definite advantages, not the least of
which were the views it commanded. On a
clear day I could look from our kitchen window
right over the Heath and southwards over
London lying far below in its own peculiar
haze to the high ground of Shooter's Hill
above Greenwich more than ten miles away.
On Bank holidays pandemonium broke loose
all around and below us for we stood in the
centre of one of the many fairgrounds. The
Roundabouts, swings and other attractions
were at our very door and the screams of
excited holidaymakers and the numerous
steam organs which provided a "musical"
background to festivity deafened one. But it
was worth looking at and bearing with once,
as I did, In fact I sat at my studio window
and drew it through a long and strident day.
The pictures I then made have, so kind friends
have told me, something of the noise of the fun
of the fair which is what I was aiming at.
But I didn't repeat the experience. The Vale
of Health had once known as residents Shelley
and Leigh Hunt. Byron had been there and
in later times D. H. Lawrence and Kathleen
Mansfield had had homes within its borders.
Not far away, on the edges of Hampstead
itself, Constable had lived—in Well Walk—
and Romney painted more than one picture of
Lady Hamilton, among other sitters, at his
studio on Holly Hill. Finally, and in my own
time, John Galsworthy lived nearby. I well
remember seeing his trim, precise and legal
figure strolling on the Heath and ambling at
his heels, a large friendly looking sheep dog.
Hampstead is indeed a remarkable part of
London and I put it higher even than Richmond
for its beauty and historical associations.
I told my friend that I was most grateful to
him for introducing me to it. With great
gravity he said that he knew I should like it
and it was a privilege to make it known to me.
So back to tea after walking and talking for
seven, or more pleasant miles in London's
countryside.
An Exhibition
I am normally at home in museums and
exhibitions but among the latter I do not include
those which are concerned with mechanical
matters. I therefore found myself somewhat
surprised at one devoted to the mysteries of
commercial motor cars at Earl's Court the other
day. For those to whom these things mean
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something it was indeed a feast. There were
acres of contrivances dependent upon the
propulsive powers of the internal combustion
engine; lorries, vans, buses, ambulances,
coaches occupied the whole of the ground
floor and the galleries were filled with such
matters of detail as carburetors* magnetos*
lighting systems and Heaven (or should it be
Hell) knows what else. I had agreed to meet
a relative actively engaged in the manufacture
of something mysterious and connected with
engines. He knew that I was completely
ignorant of the function and purpose of the
particular affair on show. One of his colleagues,
however, was not daunted by my admission of
ignorance and proceeded to give me a careful
and, I am bound to say, comparatively
intelligible explanation of its construction and
value. At the time I understood more or less
what it was all about but since then it has
passed from my most unmechanical mind.
I was taken to see the biggest thing on wheels
except possibly one of the latest railway
locomotives I have ever set eyes upon.
It was built by Messrs. Thorneycroft and
its gross tonnage is 100. It seemed to have
three enormous wheels where normally one
would serve and the driver's cab resembled
nothing more closely than the bridge of a fairly
large ship. I was told that it was destined for
Persia or some place where there is more room
than we can afford in this restricted country
of ours. I was, moreover, assured that it is
a "firstclass job". To me it was a magnificent
mechanical nightmare which is, I suppose,
another way of putting it.
Windsor
Leaving this exhibition without great re
luctance we soon found ourselves on the Great
West Road in a rather smaller and more
manageable vehicle (a Morris Minor in fact)
with Windsor as our objective. The first seven
or so miles after Chiswick along this great
highway were a revelation to me. It is almost
uninterrupted factory. They are for the most
part new and "modern" in design and I must
admit that they are not unpleasing. Having
lately been in the Midlands and in the North
of England I realised how appalling factories
can be. It is true that those which fringe the
Great West Road are devoted to what is called
"light industry" and that large chimneys
belching sulphurous smoke are unnecessary
but we certainly have more ideas about factory
design than our grandfathers had. At any
rate they gave us one thing ; a hideous warning
in the 'dark satanie mills" with which they
befouled many beautiful stretches of England.
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Leaving the factory area we came upon
London. Airport which was new to me. The
extent of it staggered me and I noticed how
unconcerned the local people seemed to be at
the enormous air liners arriving from or
departing to the four corners of the world.
In the car with us was another relative who
iu a week or so will motor one afternoon to
this airport and, after some formalities, climb
into one of these monsters. A few hours later
the machine will descend at Castel Benito
Airport and fourteen hours after leaving
London he will be in Nigeria, his four months'
leave already a memory. He has done it so
often that it means little more to him than, a
journey by train to Canterbury would mean
to me.
With these thoughts in my head we turned
from Slough towards Eton and Windsor. The
old school was looking its best in the filtered
sunlight of an early Autumn afternoon and
there was the same air of leisurely activity
about its streets. Boys in their varied afternoon
garb ; some in tail coats with white ties (but
no toppers), others in house caps and tweed
jackets coming and going from the playing
fields ; everything much as it was fifty years
ago before airports had been thought of. Then
over the ancient Thames into Windsor. The
old town has hardly altered since I first knew
it. The grey castle walls and towers are as
mellow and impressive as ever. I thought of
chateaux in France, Blois for instance situated
much as Windsor's castle is, dominating the
town about its skirts, and I realised one major
difference. Windsor is not just a show place.
It is still a live Castle. It is still the residence
of a King. . . . With which profound thought
I went into the White Hart hotel for lunch
which I enjoyed the more for the consciousness
of continuity in a changing world.

Regimental Christmas Card, 1950
A REGIMENTAL Card will be available for sale this
year, price 9d. each, including envelopes.
The card will have the Regimental Crest in gold on the
outside, and will be tied with the Regimental ribbon.
Inside, a double leaf will show a reproduction in one
colour of a picture, painted by Mrs. Mowll, of Canterbury
Cathedral from Military Road. A copy of this painting
was recently presented to the Regiment by Miss Bab
ington on behalf of the Friends of Canterbury Cathedral.
Cards may be ordered from the Administrative Officer,
Depot The Buffs. Cheques or Postal Orders (which
should accompany orders) should be made payable to
the Administrative Officer.

1st Battalion
'"THESE lines are written
* in late September, when
the average shade temper
ature in Khartoum at mid
day is in the neighbourhood
of 104° ; if it is read at all,
this Editorial will meet the
eye—at all events of those
who return to England with
the Battalion—in early
December, when doubtless
somewhat different climatic
conditions will prevail. That
this will all be hideously out
of date is as obvious as it is
nobody's fault; it also tends
to detract from the weight of one of the argu
ments put forward against making this Paper
a quarterly publication. There can be no
earthly reason why the interest taken in what
we are doing in September should be any less,
in December, than it would have been in
November.
The controversy on the matter of future
publications of this Paper has caused some of
us to embark, during the month, upon wordy
statements in. favour of one system or another ;
others have just been lazily content with but
the barest of brief remarks stating their
preferences. Long or shortwinded, the
majority of the Battalion appears to be in
favour of the continuation of the monthly
publications, albeit slightly reorganised and
adjusted; no doubt this preference will be
echoed elsewhere. That there is room, in the
existing publication, for a certain measure of
improvement very few will deny and we look
forward with considerable interest to the
introduction of new features.
If September has seen a welcome decrease
in the number of flies—and, in consequence,
fewer tummy upsets—there has been instead a
marked and unpleasant increase in the number
and variety of moths, grasshoppers, locusts,
beetles and other "things that go bump in the
night". Reading or letterwriting by artificial
light has been virtually impossible and, on
retiring to bed each night, as much energy and
time has had to be expended on clearing away
the dead—and the live—bodies as when,
earlier in the year, we wrestled with the after
effects of a huboob. Nature in the Sudan
seldom does anything by halves—or so it seems.
When it rains, it pours like mad and the railways
get washed away; when it's hot, the word
takes on a fire and brimstone flavour; when
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the sand starts to lift, nothing escapes its fine
penetration; when the wind blows, a roaring
gale springs smartly up ; and when it's bug
time, everything with wings seems to take to
them.
Our numbers steadily decline and this past
month has seen the departure of two families,
McGrath and Yates. The former had the
misfortune to find, at Port Sudan, a ship's
doctor who had a bee in his nautical bonnet
about yellow fever infioculations. This resulted
in the whole family be^pg .flung off the ship at
the last minute and being forced to spend a
sticky and unprofitable ten days in. the Red
Sea Hotel awaiting the next boat. While we
shall be meeting up again in England with the
McGraths, it is feared that the chances of seeing
the Yates family again are somewhat slender.
Mrs. Yates will long be remembered with
affection by all the Married Families in the
Hong Kong days for the kindly and sympathetic
ear that she invariably lent to them and to
their troubles. To both families we wish all
the very best of good luck.
Mention of families brings one very naturally
to the Commanding Officer's. As reported in
these pages several issues ago, Mrs. Parry and
her daughter left Khartoum for England
before the hot weather really began, intending
to return in September. That, however, was
in the days when the Battalion was not due to
return to England until January next year.
Now that that date has been so much
advanced—November 19th is the latest date—
their rejoining us here has become impracticable
and we must perforce bide our time before
seeing them again. In their absence, and since
his return from England, the Colonel has been
living with the SecondinCommand and his
family, in their house on Gordon Avenue. His
successor has already been named, in Lieut.Col.
Connolly, but as yet no firm date for the
changeover of command appears to have been
arrived at. Perhaps March next year is as
good a bet as any.
Sporting activities are fully covered else
where in these pages but the enthusiasm over
squash racquets and the "At Home" given on
the occasion of the recent cricket match between
the Garrison and the Khartoum C.C. must
both be underlined here. Many—of all ranks—
have taken part in the squash Ladder and there
has been keen rivalry to reach the topmost
rung. In addition a knockout competition, on
handicap, has attracted a large entry and
Lieut. Gillum has grappled purposefully with
all the details. The "At Home"—complete
with tents, tea on the lawn and the Band in
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attendance — brought a pleasant touch of
English colour to the Sudanese scene ; the
game itself, as the report shows, was fully
worthy of the occasion and a fitting official
conclusion to the cricket season.
The usual monthly Band Concert, also
graphically described on another page, was
again a most successful and popular evening.
What the Band lacked in quantity—thanks to
departures of Bandsmen to England on Kneller
Hall courses aud to certain Hospital casualties
was more than fully compensated for by the
fine quality of the playing. Like its two pre
decessors this third, and possibly last, openair
Concert demonstrated once more the versatility
of the performers and the quiet competence of
the Bandmaster. It also demonstrated, alas,
the abysmal lack of interest taken in such
things by the ordinary private soldier. When
one takes into account that these three Concerts
were all performed, free of charge, within the
limits of their own Barracks, by their own
extremely efficient Military Band, and on
evenings when their weekly paypacket had
long since disappeared, this disinterest is even
harder to understand or believe. For those of
us who, as part of our duties, attempt to improve
or to add to the Welfare amenities provided
here, such apathy makes one realize how much
of one's time is wasted on such matters. Very
naturally, too, it reduces the amount of notice
one takes of the everlasting grumble of "There's
not enough to do"—a point which has obviously
escaped the attention of the majority of the
grumblers.
About the only casualty this month has been
Lieut. Griffin, who retired hurt for a few days
with dysentery but is now tottering about
again as of old. Lieut. Gillum paid a fleeting
visit to Gebeit to untangle Capt. Papworth
from his Civilian Labour returns.
Lieut.Colonel H. P. Williams, hotfoot from
Rhodesia to Warminster to attend the Infantry
Conference, looked in for a brief two hours one
day towards the end of the month. The beauti
ful new Hermes aircraft in which he was
travelling had developed breadcrumbs in the
works and was temporarily delayed. We look
forward to seeing more of him, on his return
journey in about three weeks' time, when he
will be staying with us for three or four days.
He should by that time be able to answer all
our questions about the future of the Infantry
in general and perhaps of this Battalion fn
particular. Rumours of the resurrection oi
P.T.C.s and other capers of a similar nature
are on so many tongues these days that it will

212

THE DRAGON

be a relief to be able to hear the answers from
someone who, by that time, will have Seen the
latest scorecard up to the fall of the last
wicket.
Musk in Khartoum
THE MILITARY BAND OF THE 1ST BATTALION THE BUFFS
TERMINATES A SUCCESSFUL SEASON R

In the alltooshort time—from the musiclover's
viewpoint—that Bandmaster T. L. Sharpe, L.R.A.M.,
A.R.C.M., has been in the Sudan, the Band of the 1st Buffs
has gone from strength to strength. At no time has there
been better proof of this statement than on the night of
Wednesday, 27th September, 1950. Of publicly giv6n
military band concerts there have now been four and this
latest concert can truly be said to have set a seal on the
nobility of musical exposition which has been so care
fully offered to Service and civilian residents in this
African oasis.
The setting for these performances, by its very
"Africanness" gives the listener a nostalgic yearning
for the Old Country, for the Royal Albert Hall or the
Military Bandstands of Britain's favourite watering
places. The moon, just beginning to wane, coming up
over the treetops which screen the Blue Nile from view,
could not but embellish the fairyland of coloured lights
which festooned two large "bushytopped" trees that
provide an ideal background for an openair setting.
The regimental Dragon seemed contentedly dignified
rather than threatening as it stood on its backcloth of
The Buffs colours.. The lawn with its rows of chairs
behind the huge floodlights was busy with the myriad
tropical life forms which tend at times to make evenings
rather burdensome.
Then the magic which comes from the designed waving
of a thin white stick poured richly into the still, formless
night air. The fanfare had announced the start of the
programme. For each of the concerts, Bandmaster
Sharpe has composed a new Fanfare. Each has had its
particular merits ; none resembles the others : Albuhera,
with its answering motifs, its glimpse of Bliss, its virility
of chords at its climax is Sharpe as his inventive character
is becoming known.
The full programme is appended to this report because
it is difficult to express the evening's performance by
individualising too much. Certain items inevitably,
either by association or personal preference, make a
more distinctive impression. Throughout the entire
programme, the technique of the Band was at a high
level. Features which might be underlined as meriting
special comment do not indicate weaknesses elsewhere.
A most noticeable thing is the even colour of tone
maintained at all levels of pianissimo and of fortissimo :
moreover, in this particular, the interpretation of the
works is pleasurably enhanced by the alltoorare
keeping down of the volume of sound. Why is it that
so many interpreters of music succumb to the belief
that mass of volume is essential to performance 7 ~ The
subtleties of works are buried irretrievably when there
is an explosion of sheer sound. The musician in Band
master Sharpe is ever to the fore so that listeners catch
all the nuances of colour instead of looking at—or
perhaps hearing—inexpressive violence.
The woodwind has perfected a quality of tone and of
technique which closely approximates to orchestral
strings :/yet in such a work as Waldteufel's Us
Patineurs it could produce a .most smoothly flowing
legato to which it was delight to listen.

Tchaikovski's works have been featured in the series
of concerts : it is probably true to say that no greater
justice has been done to their exquisite pattern than in
the Dance of the Mirlitons from the Nutcracker Suite,
and in the dainty Swan Lake Ballet, It is worth
repeating what has previously been said about this
Composer's works ! they were originally orchestrated
and not arranged for military bands. It requires diligence
in presentation as well as skilful adaptation to the differ
ing medium to get the best from them.
This leads thought to the arrangement of
Khachaturian's Sabre Danse. This work is, it may be
agreed, fairly wellknown. Its crossrhythms are one
of its main features. The arrangements as used on this
evening seem to lack something : the familiar "swinging"
crossrhythms are not wellexpressed. This is obviously
a flaw in the arranging which is not attributed to any
particular arranger in the programme. Of the whole
programme this was probably the least acceptable work.
The Band is fortunate in having such a capable
clarinetist as Cpl. P. Weatherall. He is still quite yOung
and his masterly handling of the solo part in the intricate
Concertina for Clarinet by Weber was probably the
individual highlight of the evening. The tone was rich
and mellow, the unerring accuracy and clean crispness
of notation was a pleasure to watch as well as to hear.
Cpl. Weatherall's fingers danced gaily up and down his
instrument or frolicked for a moment as they trilled
two notes. The work is recognised as a classic of its type :
when played so well, it is heard insufficiently often.
Major H. R. Grace, with the Band, sang excerpts from
Sullivan's operas. It is hard to imagine a singer more
easy to accompany. Major Grace sticks to the dot of
the music—as Shylock to the letter of the law—and
thereby sings what the composer wrote. Even when the
sentiment of the words allows liberties in A wand*ring
Minstrel, I, only slight liberties were taken. It is
refreshing to hear songs sung as the composer intended—
for, otherwise it is fair to say he would have scored them
differently—instead of "a la soloist".
Bandmaster Sharpe's Male Voice Choir drawn entirely
from the Band showed again the careful attention to
precise enunciation. The Band will never be a choir :
it will, however, always be welcomed by its audience so
long as this standard is maintained.
Of the other works in the programme it remains only
necessary to comment at any length on the last one.
Henry's Wood's Fantasia on British Sea Songs has a
special place in the hearts of Promgoers. Perhaps the
Albert Hall atmosphere had something to do tyith it,
that is to say the lack of that;atmosphere. No just
complaint against the playing could be made : it was of a
very high order. There yet appeared to be a lack of
appreciation of the splendid rendering when it was
finished. The enthusiasm for the work which normally
marks its use at the Albert Hall was absent. Again,
could that be laid against the arrangement oi an
essentially orchestral work for military band ? It is
doubtful : possibly that will remain the mystery of this
evening, for surely all evenings should have their
mysteries.
Of the care given to the leads in Pique Dame or of the
overall peaceableness of the selection from La Traviata
and of the swinging buoyancy of Coates' neverwearying
Knightsbridge March, mention must be made if Only
to recognise these features. Piece against piece is un
allowable for comparison in such a uniformly good
display.
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Bandmaster Sharpe's unflagging energy to lead his
Band exactly where he wanted them to go under the
warm evening air enforced by the heat from the flood
lights was physical endurance of no small size : Band
master Sharpe's leadership was musicianship of the top
flight; the players know their job and do it. Rival
military bands in England should look to their laurels
when the Band of The Buffs comes home !
PROGRAMME

Sharpe
Fanfare: "Albuhera"
Coates
March : "Knightsbridge"
Suppe
Overture : "Pique Dame"
Two Dances in contrast:
Tchaikowsky
"Dance of the Mirlitons"
Khachaturian
"Sabre Dance"
5. Male, Voice Choir : .
"What shall we do with a Drunken Sailor"
trad, arr: Sharpe
"Little Tommy went afishing"
J. C. Macy
"Old King Cole"
trad. arr. Sharpe
6. Ballet: "The Swan Lake"
Tchaikowsky
(i) Valse
(ii) Dance of the Swans
(iii) Czardas

1.
2.
3.
4.

INTERVAL

Verdi
7. Operatic Selection : "La Traviata"
8. Songs from Gilbert and Sullivan Operas :
arr. Sharpe
"Is Life a Boon ?" ("Yeomen of the Guard")
"A Wand'ring Minstrel I" ("The Mikado")
Soloist: Major H. R. Grace
9. Valse : "Les Patineurs"
Wauldteufel
10. Concertino for Clarinet
Weber
; Soloist: Cpl. P. Weatherall
11. Finale : "Fantasia on British Sea Songs"
Henry Wood
Regimental March : "The Buffs"
Handel
"The King"
Sports Reports
Our cricket season is now practically at an end, and
soccer starts with a Junior League in the middle of
October. Each company is entering a team in this league,
which lasts until the end of November ; at the moment
we are having an extremely hot spell, and one hopes,
for the sake of our elevens, that it will cool down by the
end of next month.
Squash is becoming increasingly popular, and a
ladder and a handicap competition are at the moment in
progress ; a full report of this competition will be given
in.our next Sports Report.
"B" Company is now back from Gebeit, and are at
present playing off their Harris Shield games in the
cricket, basket ball and volley ball leagues.
A report of the Garrison Swimming Championships
is included in this edition, and a word of congratulation
is due to the battalion water polo team for their great
win in carrying off the Sudan Star Water Polo Trophy.
CRICKET

The Harris Shield Table to date reads as follows :—
Played Won
Tied Lost Points
"S" Company 4
3
0
1
6
"A" Company 5
2
12
5
"C" Company 5
2
0
3
4
"Q" Company 4
2
0
2
4
"B" Company 2.1
1
0
3
"H" Company 4
1
Q
3
%
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The Senior League resulted in a win for Khartoum
Cricket Club after a very hard tussle with the Minor
Units. The Battalion XI finished third, winning two of
the six matches played. ,
The eleven lost to the K.C.C. by 5 wickets in the first
match, and by 11 runs in the second. The other two
losses were against the. Minor Units by 17 runs and
1 wicket respectively. With a bit more of "the luck of
the game" the eleven might well have recorded five wins
instead of two.
The Officers' unbeaten record perished in the return
match against the Officers of the Garrison when, rather
tamely, they lost by 26 runs, after some poor batting.
The final big game of the season was a whole day
game (English hours of play, which are very seldom, if
ever, played in the Sudan) between the Officers of the
Garrison and the Khartoum Cricket Club. The Battalion
had six Officers selected, and there is no doubt that this
game was a fitting climax to a grand season. At one
stage of the afternoon there were over a hundred
spectators, who saw some excellent cricket in spite of the.
heat, which after lunch was extremely trying.
An account of the game, taken from the local press,
appears elsewhere in this issue.
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SMALL UNITS OFFICERS

Earlier in the season Small Units Officers were
defeated by The Buffs Officers, but on Sunday at South
Barracks they redeemed themselves when they won by
26 runs. The two games were completely different, for
in the first struggle 367 runs were scored in all, but in
Sunday's match the two innings equalled only 176.
Small Units Officers batted first, and the first wicket
fell at 19 when Mr. Hynd was caught behind the stumps.
Then Major Oldman was yorked and F/O. Barton, a
hired assassin from the R.A.F., put a leg in front of a
straight ball.
However, there seemed no cause to suspect disaster,
for Major Ormiston had sent two consecutive balls to
the boundary, and appeared, as always, to be quite
immovable. But then he probed at a ball outside the
offstump, and was well caught in the gulley.
Soon after, the Padre reached out to a wide one and
was brilliantly held high up lefthanded by 2/Lt. West
in the slips. One more blow fell before the first 18 overs
were completed, for Captain Latham skied to 2/Lt.
Grugeon at deep midoff.
So the Buffs Officers seemed well enough placed—
6 wickets down for 60 odd runs, and most of the stars
gone. Lt. Gillum had bowled steadily to claim all six
of these wickets.
Afterwards, however, things brightened up for Small
Units—thanks largely to the contributions of Mr. Howes
of the K.C.C./ who was playing as a replacement for
Colonel Irvine, the latter being unfortunately not able
to attend.
Colonel Smith carted one ball into the trees, but
succumbed to the next. Then 2/Lt. West made another
spectacular catch—this time at cover—to dismiss
Mr. Howes.
Major Smith indulged in two mammoth blows in the
direction of the carpark before there was a sad mis
understanding and a runout.'
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The last pair played with grim determination until
2/Lt. Snowden replaced Captain Morgan. Tossing the
ball high irito the air, he persuaded Captain Eales to
turn on the unfortunate wicketkeeper and slam the ball
straight at him. The ball ricocheted from his thigh—
badly denting a cigarettecase en route—and, embedded
itself safely in the top of his pad, for Captain ffrencK
Blake t o claim a somewhat unusual catch!, . :
The Buffs Officers began very cautiously against
steady bowling from Mr. Howes and later the Padre,
and deceptive deliveries—the ball often emerging out
of the sun—from Captain Latham. Both Captains
Morgan and Thorneycroft got bored with playing
quietly and holed out into the safe hands of Captain
Eales at midwicket.
Off the last ball before the break, 2/Lt. West pranced
out of his crease, missed the ball and was stumped.
The scoring had indeed been slow. The 18 overs had
yielded only 41 runs, but defeat for The Officers seemed
unlikely as six wickets were standing.
But almost immediately 2/Lt. Snowden fell and then
Major Grace, who had never looked completely confident
at the wicket, pulled a short ball straight into the hands
of F/O. Barton on the leg boundary; and a serious
position became doubly so when Colonel Parry and
Major Yates succumbed to consecutive balls.
However, Captain ffrench Blake was playing with
carefree confidence—aided by a modicum of good
fortune—and victory still seemed just a possibility.
But Lt. Gillum could not stay at the wicket, and in
spite of some bright running by the last pair, the final
wicket fell with 27 runs still needed.
Captain Lathan's bowling was a remarkable achieve
ment. Slow stuff normally expects to be somewhat
expensive, but in his case—as the analysis shows—
he had every batsman tied down.
Small Units Officers
Mr. Hynd, c ffrench Blake, b Gillum
F/O. Barton, lbw, b Gillum ...
Major Oldman, b Gillum
...
...
Major Ormiston, c Watts, b Gillum
Capt. Lathan, c Grugeon, b Gillum
Padre Williams, c West, b Gillum ...
Mr. Howes, c West, b Morgan
Lt.Col. Smith, c Snowden, b Morgan
Capt. Hoare, not out ...
...
...
Major Smith, run out
...
...
Capt. Eales, c ffrench Blake, b Snowden
Extras (b 6, 1b 3)
...
...
Total...

...

... 11
... 17
...
2
... 12
... 3
... 4
13
... 6
...
7
... 14
... ,3
...
9
... 101

Bowling.—West 4080 ; Gillum 133296 ; Thorney
croft 20200; Morgan 71352; Snowden .2001.
Buff Officers
Capt. Watts, c Lathan, b Williams ...
Capt. Morgan, c Eales, b Howes
Capt. Thorneycroft, c Eales, b Williams
Major Grace, c Barton, b Lathan
2/Lt. West, st Oldman, b Lathan ...
2/Lt. Snowden, b Lathan
...
Capt. ffrench Blake, b Lathan
Lt.Col. Parry, c Lathan, b Williams
Major Yates, b Williams
Lt.Gillum, lbw, b Williams ...
...
2/Lt. Grugeon, not out
Extras (b 2, 1b 2, w 4) .:.
Total...

... . . ...

...

.. 8
.. 5
.... 11
.. 18
3
1
.. 15
..
0
0
..
2
4
.. 8
..

75

Bowling.—Howes
Williams 91355.

72141 ;
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Lathan

15.26184 ;

SMALL UNITS

The second encounter between The Buffs and Small
Units proved another exciting game. In a breathtaking
finish at South Barracks on Saturday, Small Units won
by the narrow margin of one wicket.
The first half of The Buffs innings on Friday was a
somewhat mournful affair, for at the end of 19 overs
there were but 37 runs on the board for the loss of 5
wickets. Small Units' attack was undoubtedly strong,
and besides the expected accuracy of Colonel Irvine,
Captain Lathan was bowling his slow breaks with the
utmost success. In one deadly over he disposed of Major
Grace, 2/Lt. West and Captain ffrench Blake.
After tea, however, runs came more easily, and Lt.
Thorneycroft and 2/Lt. Snowden carried the score to
62 when the latter was yoirked by Colonel Irvine. This
was 2/Lt. Snowden's first appearance for The Buffs,
and it is unfortunate that he has not been available
before to bolster the batting strength/
Then, four runs later, Lt. Thorneycroft was stumped.
He had played another great innings for his side, and his
aggregate of 139 runs for the last three matches is a
fine performance.
But all was not over for The Buffs. Once again Major
Yates gave a spirited display—this time with a bat
belonging to one of his opponents. One colossal blow
worthy of particular mention was a forcing stroke off
his back foot which produced six runs over the bowler's
head.
Two overs before the end, however, Major Yates was
enticed out of his crease to be stumped, but it still
remained for Captain Watts to add a few more runs.
His 23 not out, bravely made in a crisis, did much to
retrieve The Buffs from an ugly position.
The Buffs attack, in the shape of Major Grace, bowling
fast, and the perennial Sgt. Hubbard, met with little
initial success on Saturday. In fact at tea the scoreboard
read 87 for 4, and as Major Ormiston, playing very safely,
was still at the wicket, the result seemed a foregone
conclusion. Admittedly, there had been one anxious
moment, for Colonel Irvine in his zeal to get off the
mark, called a monstrously short single off his first ball,
and Major Ormiston was all but run out.
But after tea things started happening. Cpl. Moore
was immediately dismissed, and then The Buffs were
favoured with an extraordinary piece of good luck.
Major Ormiston hit two 4's off consecutive balls, to
give his side 100, and himself 50, but off the next ball
he was out. It was a long hop, and in an attempt to pull
it to the leg boundary he caught it on the edge of his
bat, and played it on to his wicket. With the score 100
for 6, the prospect was decidedly brighter for The Buffs,
and when two more wickets had fallen with the total
unchanged it looked brighter still.
Eleven runs had been added when Q.M.S.I. Spinner
smote the ball to the leg boundary. During the applause,
however, it was noticed that he had trodden on his
wicket, so the situation became even more tense—5
runs needed to win and 1 wicket to fall.
But the last pair hung on grimly, and finally Mr.
Hynd placed an off drive through the covers for four
juns and victory.
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The Buffs
Capt. Morgan, b Spinner
...

 .
Cpl. Weatherall, lbw, b Lathan
...
...
Lt. Thorneycroft, st Oldman, b Lathan
Major Grace, c Williams, b Lathan ...
...
2/Lt. West, st Oldman, b Lathan ...
...
Capt, ffrench Blake, st Oldman, b Lathan ...
2/Lt. Snowden, b Irvine
...
...
...
Capt. Watts, not out ...
...
...
...
Major Yates, st Oldman, b Williams
...
Lt. Gillum, c Ormiston, b Irvine ...
...
Sgt. Hubbard, st Oldman, b Williams
Extras (b 4, 1b 1, w 6, nb 1) ...
...
Total...

...

...

...

9
6
30
4
0
0
ID
23
19
0
2
12

... 115

Bowling — Irvine 194492 ; Spinner 3151 ; Lathan
141375 ; Williams 20122.
Small Units
Major Ormiston, b Hubbard
...
52
Padre Williams, c West, b Hubbard
... 13
Capt, Raworth, lbw, b Grace
...
...
2
Col. Irvine, c Grace, b Hubbard
...
... 12
Capt. Lathan, b Grace
......... 5
Cpl. Moore, c ffrench Blake, b Hubbard ... 8
Major Oldman, c ffrench Blake, b Grace ...
2
Capt. Hoare, c Thorneycroft, b Hubbard ...
0
Mr. Hynd, not out ...
...
...
... 12
Q.M.S.I. Spinner, hit wkt., b Grace
...
5;
Major Smith, not out...
...
...
... 1
Extras (b 6)
...
...
...
... 6
Total (9 wickets)

...

...

Bowling.—Hubbard 131515; Grace
Thorneycroft 2110 ; Morgan 20160.

... 118
132444;
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The Buffs gained their second victory in the Garrison
Senior League when they defeated the R.A.F. by 72 runs
at South Barracks on Saturday; September 2nd.
The first 19 overs of The Buffs innings, in which 90
odd runs were scored, were most entertaining to watch.
Captain Morgan, throwing his usual caution to the winds,
batted to great effect. Luck favoured his boldness, too,
for on more than one occasion the ball was airborne
off the bat and should have been caught. It was bad
luck that he swung at a straight ball ahd missed it
when only four runs short of his 50. His innings included
three 6's.
Lt. Thorneycroft, following up. his 44 last week against
the K.C.C., was playing extremely well. After tea,
however, the bowling steadied considerably, and for a
time runs came with some difficulty. Cpl. Bernard, who
comes from the West Indies, bowled very reasonably
for a 12over spell and defeated Lt. Thorneycroft with
a very good ball that came in from the off .
2/Lt. West and Captain ffrenchBlake both forced the
pace admirably, with six and four 4's to their names
respectively, but when the latter was run out very near
the end of the innings, it seemed improbable that the
total of 205, which The Buffs made against the R.A.F.
in their last match, was to be passed.
The last over rather spoilt the look of the score board,
for both Major Yates and 2/Lt, Mullins fell without the
addition of a single run. However, the total of 183
seemed large enough, barring surprises.
The R.A.F. never really looked like scoring the runs,
but nevertheless they made full use of some rather
untidy bowling that was given them.

F/O. Barton was stupidly fun out, to minimise the
R.A.F. chances, and when F/O. Caldow, who had been
batting very steadily, was splendidly caught by Major
Grace high above his head at silly midroff, the end
seemed near. The scoreboard read 78 for 6 at that
stage, but as can be seen, the tail wagged with some
success; in fact, as the light faded, it seemed a definite
possibility that play would have to be adjourned until
another day, for there were still Several overs remaining
for the R.A.F.
However, as the halflight was becoming quarterlight,
Sgt. Hubbard disposed of the last two batsmen in
successive overs. Fl/Lt. Newman had an unhappy
ending. A vicious ball feet outside the leg stump struck
him firmly and painfully on the leg, and was deflected
on to his wicket.
Captain Morgan, who has been succeeded by Captain
ffrench Blake as wicketrkeeper, bowled his slow leg
breaks for a longish spell, and took three wickets. It is
always fun to watch this sort of bowling, and on many
occasions he had the batsmen well and truly guessing.
The R.A.F. XI is sadly weakened by the loss of F/O.
Shimmons. One feels that he might well have tipped
the scales in this match, as he so nearly did in the final
of the knockout competition against the K.C.C.> had
he been playing and batting on form.
The long drawnout agony of the last few R.A.F.
wickets served to teach one lesson. A straight ball, is
far more likely to dismiss a tailender than one off the
wicket, however accurate may be its length, and however
subtle its flight.
The Buffs
Capt. Morgan, b Thomas
...
Cpl. Weatherall, b Reed
...
Lt. Thorneycroft, b Bernard
Major Grace, c Caldow, b Reed
...
2/Lt. West, not out ...
...
...
Capt. ffrench Blake, run out
...
Major Yates, b Thomas
...
...
2/Lt. Mullins, c Bernard, b Thomas...
Extras (b 3, 1b 2)
...
...
Total (7 wickets)

...

...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

46
4
65
14
30
19
0
0
5

... 183

Capt. Watts, Pte. Pedder and Sgt. Hubbard did not
bat.
Bowling.—Reed 132502 ; Thomas 102473 ; Le
Cloirec 30260 ; Bernard 120551.
R.A.F.
L.A.C. Rose, cffrench Blake, b Mullins
Sgt. Goodman, c West, b Hubbard ...
F/O. Caldow, c Grace, b Morgan ...
F/O. Barton, run out ...
...
...
Sgt. Le Cloirec, b Grace
...
...
Fl/Lt. Agnew, c Hubbard, b Morgan
L.A.C. Thomas, b Thorneycroft
...
Cpl. Bernard, st ffrench Blake, b Morgan
Fl/Lt. Newman, b Hubbard ...
A.C. Reed, c and b Hubbard
...
A.C. Miller, not out ...
...
...
Extras (b 11, w 3)
...
Total...

...

...

...

... 14
... 7
... 23
.... 9
... 8 .
.... 7
... 5
... 0
9
... 9
... 6
... 14
... Ill

Bowling.—Hubbard 7.3283; Mullins 51191 ;
Morgan 80333 ; Grace 50151 ; Thorneycroft 3091 ;
West 20130.
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KHARTOUM SENIOR CRICKET
K.C.C. v K.G.C.C

Under conditions reminiscent of English Festival
Cricket; with the Band playing incidental music in the
background, well spaced intervals during the day's play
for refreshments, and innings not restricted by limit
ations of the number of overs played ; the Khartoum
Cricket Club met the Khartoum Garrison Cricket Club
on the charming ground of South Barracks. The two
teams were at full strength, with the two exceptions of
Wilcher of the K.C.C. and Ormiston of the K.G.C.C.,
who were both unable to play. The weather was ideal
from the spectators' point of view, but perhaps a trifle
too hot from the point of view of the players. The ground
was in beautiful condition, and reflected credit on the
groundsmen.
The Khartoum Cricket Club went in to take first
knock, opening with Lomax and Rutley, against the
hostile Garrison attack of Grace and Irvine. Grace,
reverting to his early season style, was taking a long run
and bowling medium paced deliveries to an offfield,
as against his slow leg spinners to a packed legfield
that he had been bowling all through the Senior League
Competition, and even earlier. The reason for the
sudden change was probably due to the fact that the
Garrison team lacked a fast bowler, whilst they had a
full quota of slow to medium bowlers. Irvine, bowling
from the other end with a little help from the wind
blowing from the on, was troubling the batsmen, and
twice rapped Rutley on the pads, but the latter survived
the appeals.
Lomax appeared quite at ease against Grace, sending
him for a single through the slips, and then for a four to
leg, when suddenly Grace sent down a faster one which
beat Lomax and took his offbail off. For a full five
seconds the players were in complete bewilderment, as
very few of them had seen the bail taken off, and then as
the realisation dawned.on them, they warmly applauded
the taking so cheaply of such a valuable wicket. Lomax
had scored 7 of the 8 runs on the board.
Burridge now joined Rutley, and we were all set for
some fireworks, for not only was Burridge an Oxford
"blue", but he had" further established his reputation,
locally anyway, with two glorious 50's in his first two
matches on the ground here at South Barracks. Burridge
opeqed his account with a nice cut through the slips,
and Rutley in the same over made a forceful offdrive
for 4". Grace, having completed his immediate mission
of taking an early wicket, gave way to Latham, a
bowler who never bowls two balls alike in the same over.
With the runs coming freely, Irvine made the second
change of the day, and brought on Gillum in place of
himself. He was unfortunate not to have a wicket in his
first over, as Rutley played a shot through the slips,
which was travelling fast and high, and Thorneycroft
got his fingers to it, but could not hold it, and it Went
to the boundary for 4. Apart from this one chance,
the batsmen were playing confidently, making twos
and singles, and getting an occasional 4. Burridge was
treating Latham none too kindly, and scored another
6 to leg. Gillum, who had been bowling quite steadily,
had his first success when Rutley was stumped/after
having scored 18. And so the second wicket partnership
that had put on 56 runs was ended.
With the score at 72, and no apparent immediate
likelihood of a wicket. Latham gave way to Grace,
who with his first ball had Burridge out caught and
bowled. Burridge, who had not been playing with his
usual confidence, mistimed Grace's delivery7 and skied
the ball back to< the bowler, who despite attempts at
obstruction from Aglen, safely took it in hfs hands.

Burridge had scored 42 runs, a total, incidentally, that
was to appear more than once on the scorecard. Hayles
now joined Aglen, and the bowler had the extreme mis
fortune to see Morgan drop him at deep midoff. To have
dismissed this big hitter without his scoring, would
have been of great value. Grace was not to be denied,
however, and he had Aglen playing forward to one that
beat him, and hit his offstump. The scoreboard now
read 73 for 4, a far different state from the position of
60 for 1, which the K.C.C. had been in a few minutes
earlier.
Hayles did not take long to start scoring, and com
pletely overshadowed his partner, Seamer. He played a
nice late cut through the slips for 4, and then a full
blooded offdrive for 4, and finished the over with a
single, thus keeping the bowling. Seamer, not to be
denied, drove Grace into the trees for a magnificent 6.
Gillum, still bowling consistently, had Hayles in trouble,
yorked him with a ball that went straight through.
Hayles had not been at the crease long, but had scored
a useful 15 runs.
Suggett had joined Seamer, and had scored three runs,
when Seamer hit another six to leg, and sent up the 100.
It was while Seamer was attempting a six that Raworth
fielding at deep square leg, took a brilliant catch, and
so dismissed Seamer for 17 runs. With the score at
111 for 6, Elliott joined Suggett, but they were not
together for long, for Suggett played a ball from Irvine,
who had just come on to bowl, straight into the wicket
keeper's hands. The score now read 115 for 7, and Howes
joined Elliott to play out the remaining few balls before
lunch. At the close of the morning's play, the K.C.C.
had scored 123 for 7.
With the commencement of play after dinner, Elliott
and Howes steadily took the score along, Howes scoring
some near singles, and Elliot making some good off
drives. Th6 score had reached 140 before Howes mis
timed one, and skied a catch to Raworth. Haig now
came in, and with Elliott defied the bowlers for some
considerable time. Elliott was finally out, however,
playing forward to a ball from Gillum that beat him
and hit his middle stump. Elliott had scored an in
valuable 20, and possibly set the seal to his team's
victoPy. Haig, who had scored 11, was run out by
Harrison, who tried an impossible single. The final
score was 159, a formidable total.
K.C.C.
D. Lomax, b Grace ...
...
...
...
E. Rutley, st ffrench Blake, b Gillum
...
J. W. Seamer, c Raworth, b Latham
...
J. D. Burridge, c and b Grace
...
...
E. F. Aglen, b Grace ...
...
...
...
G. V. Hayles, b Gillum
J. W. Suggett, c ffrench Blake, b Irvine ...
J. B. L. Elliott, b Gillum
...
...
...
R. E. Howes, c Raworth, b Grace ...
...
E. R. P. Harrison, not out ...
...
...
J. W. Haig, run out ...
...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
...
Total...

...

...

7
18
17
42
2
15
8
20
9
1
11
9

... 159

The Garrison team went in to bat against the Cricket
Club's score of 159. Not ah impossible task, but never
theless a formidable one, when one takes into account
that the K.C.C. have a match winner in their , demon
opening bowler, Suggett, and also that the Garrison
team's batting is considerably weakened by the absence
of Ormiston, the captain of the Small Units team.
Morgan and Hynd opened for the Garrison agfiiifst the
hostile bowling of Suggett and Howes.
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Howes had his first success when he had Hynd lbw
passed the K.C.C.'s total of 159, and won a match that
with a ball that came in, instead of going straight
will long be remembered in Khartoum cricket circles.
through. Hynd had scored 6. His opening partner,
The Garrison team were indebted to their bowlers,
Morgan, was dismissed off the first ball of the next over
Irvine, Grace and Gillum, in keeping the K.C.C.'s rate
by Suggett without addition to the score.
of scoring down to reasonable limits. And in the batting
Williams and Thorneycroft were now together, and
sphere, first of all to Williams and Grace, who between
Williams was playing Howes with a certain amount of
them scored 84 of the runs obtained ; and then to
confidence, but unfortunately seeing a run where there
ffrench Blake and Raworth, who with their stand of
was none, ran out Thorneycroft, who had not yet
48, took the Garrison team to a 4 wickets victory. On
opened his account. Three wickets down for only 11
the K.C.C. side, Burridge with his 42 had set their batting
runs.
on the right lines, but unfortunately for the Garrison
team, Suggett and Howes could not follow up their
Grace joined Williams, and together these two slowly
early successes, and allowed the Garrison batsmen to
but surely pulled the game round in their favour. There
obtain mastery of the situation. It was a grand game,
was a near tradegy when Grace made a beautiful shot
and many of those present must have thought what a
through the slips, and in attempting a very fast three
pity it is that more of these representative games are not
runs, nearly ran out Williams, who with his much
played.
shorter legs could not match stride with Grace.
K.G.C.C.
Giving a nice background to the game, the Band of
Capt. de R. Morgan, b Suggett
2
The Buffs commenced playing, away in a corner of the
J. Hynd, lbw, b Howes
...
...
... 6
field under the shade of the trees. The Buffs, whose
Capt. F. E. Thorneycroft, run out ...
... 0
home ground this was, had done everything possible to
Major H. R. Grace, c Lomax, b Harrison ... 42
make this match a success on the social side and the
Rev. W. A. Williams, c Suggett, b Howes ... 42
players had completed the good work with some enter
2/Lt. C. T. F. West, b Howes
11
training cricket. Suggett was bowling extremely well
Bimb J. S. Raworth, not out
...
... 28
but without any visible success. On one or two occasions
Capt. M. A. O'B. ffrench Blake, not out ... 18
he came very close to having Grace stumped, but never
Capt. R. R. Latham 1
quite managed it. Burridge, the wicketkeeper, realising
Lt.Col. L. G. Irvine Vdid not bat
that Grace gave an occasional chance of a stumping,
Lt. J. R. Gillum
I
played right up to Suggett, a feat which very few
Extras
...
...
...
...
... 11
amateur wicketkeepers would attempt with any degree
of confidence.
Total (6 wickets)
...
... 160
With both batsmen firmly set, Seamer tried a bowling
change, and brought on Rutley and Elliott in an attempt
to shift one or both of the batsmen before the tea
SQUASH RACQUETS
interval. This met without success and when the
players went in for team the scoreboard read 64 for
Looking cool, but none the less a little tense, in their
3 Wickets.
whites, the first half of the O.R.'s team turned up
promptly for the match Officers v O.R.'s.
Commencing after the tea interval the batsmen
As was to be expected, every set was well and truly
opened their shoulders and in one over scored 12 off
won by the Officers. The list of names and scores appears
Elliott. Howes now came in in the place of Elliott, and
below, and it will be noticed that most of the scores
in his first over had Williams caught in the slips, Suggett
are the same. Pte. Stepney put up a first class show.
making the catch. Williams had scored an invaluable
He won one remarkable game against Lieut. C. J.
42 runs, and had seen the score advance from 11 for 3
Griffiths, when, after being 8—1 down, he got in and
to its present position of 90 for 4. West now joined Grace,
proceeded to chalk up nine consecutive aces.
and although continually being beaten by Suggett, it
was he who with a fullblooded offdrive off Suggett,
The following night the second half matches were
sent tiie 100 up. West still continued to mistime the
played; the three O.R.'s played their level best, but
ball, but nevertheless when he did contact he really hit
also proved themselves to be quite outclassed.
the ball. West could not last for long, however, and it
Before the match began, both teams and spectators
was no surprise when he was clean bowled by Howes.
were entertained to an exhibition match ; some very
He scored a useful 11 runs.
good play between Lt.Col. R. F. Chance and Major
WiBi the scoreboard at 112 for 5, it looked all over
H. R. Grace was seen. A handicap knockout com
bar the shouting. But sudden alarm was caused when
petition has just begun, further news of which will
Grace played a ball from Harrison, who had just come
come next month. Detailed results of the Officers v
on, into the hands of Lomax fielding at point. Grace
O.R.'s match are :—
had scored 42 runs, and had stayed at the wicket whilst
Monday, 4th September, 1950
over 100 runs were added.
Pte. G. Stepney— 10—8 — v Lt. C. G. Griffin 8—10,
It is interesting to note that the honour of top scorer
9—3, 9—4, 9—6.
was shared by three batsmen, a most unusual state of
L/Cpl. E. Gwinnell
v Lt. S. J. Squire 9—2,
events, Burridge, Williams and Grace all having made
9—1, 9—0.
42 runs.
Pte. J. O'Regan
v 2/Lt. J. D. Grugean 9—0,
9—1, 9—2.
Raworth and ffrench Blake now came together, and
any, doubts and fears we had of the K.C.C. springing a
Tuesday, 5th September, 1950
last ihinute surprise and taking the game from under . Cpl. B. Edwards
v Capt. E. H. F. Watts (Q.M.)
the;hoses of the Garrison team, were soon dispelled.
9—4, 9—6, 9—3.
Sgt* N. Davidson — —
v Capt. M. A. O'B. ffrench
Together they added 48 runs for their unbroken
Blake 9—4, 9—0, 9—2.
partnership> Raworth scoring 28 of them and ffrench
CpL J. Scott 
— — v Capt. F. de R. Mestgan 9—2,
Blake 18, there being 2 extras to make up the 48. And
9—1, 9^4.
so, With their SCdre at 160 for 6, the Garrison team

21$

THE DRAGON
GARRISON SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS

On Wednesday, September 20th at 3 p.m., a large
crowd gathered at the swimming pool in South Barracks
to witness an excellently organised gala. So smoothly
did the programme run that at no time did interest flag
and the high standard of performance by all entrants
drew admiration from all.
The sky was overcast when the gala opened but this
brought relief from the scorching rays of the sun and
swimming conditions were ideal.
All heats had been held during the previous week so
now only those who had survived were to compete for
the excellent display of silver cups and medals arranged
on the flagcovered table.
At 3 p.m., Q.M.S.I. Spinner, the starter, lined up the
entrants for the opening event, the One Length Free
Style, and on his signal, five muscular bodies shot out
over the water, legs already threshing, to claw their way
to the far end.
Amid loud shouts of "Up the Sigs", S.Q.M.S. Dignan,
R. Signals, got there first, in 19.3 sees., with L.A.C.
Leduchowitz, R.A.F., close behind.
Next came the One Length BreastStroke, and here
we saw a brilliant performance by Cpl. Edwards of the
R.A.F. when he pulled away from the remainder to win
in 23.2 sees, with 2/Lt. Dalgleish, The Buffs, second.
Diving for plates came next and this is an event
likened to pearl diving by natives in the South Seas,
only tin plates replace oysters and there is no bag to put
them in.
C.S.M. Faulkner, The Buffs, dived first with the plates
spread well over the deep end. Reaching the bottom,
he could be seen darting about from plate to plate in
different directions, piling them neatly one under the
other until it seemed that they had all gone. Struggling
to the surface and then to the steps with the heavy load
in his arms, he drew loud cheers and whistles of amaze
ment when his "bag" was found to be 25. All was not
yet over, however, for Cpl. O'Brien, R.A.F., followed
Faulkner and on handing in his plates gasped to the
judge : "Twenty, I think !". But on the count he too
had collected 25, bringing a renewed burst of applause.
Pte. Riley, The Buffs, returned /22, but no other com
petitor could approach this pair. At the end they had to
dive again to decide who should be the winner.
Faulkner, obviously suffering from his earlier exertions,
only managed 20, but O'Brien, with only 7 in his hand,
had an attack of cramp and had to be assisted from the
water.
The One Length Back Stroke produced many different
styles and amid mountains of water one could discern
all five swimmers almost in line to the halfway, and then
L.A;C. Leduchowitz, doing the crawl, drew away to
win comfortably in 24.7 sees, with Cpl. Larkin, The
Buffs, second.
Sqdn. Ldr. Leslie won the Two Lengths Free Style
from Cpl. Dineen, R.A.F., with Captain Squire, The
Buffs, a close third; his lazylooking rhythmical crawl
was lovely to watch and it carried him over the course
in 45.2 sees.
In the Diving, competitors were allowed two attempts
at a running English header from the one metre spring
board, two standing from the three metre platform,
and one optional or voluntary dive from any board*

Many good efforts were made, and first place went to
Pte. McCall, The Buffs, whose position, flight and entry
into the water at all times were wellbalanced, controlled
and clear cut. L/Cpl. Dolan, The Buffs, was a close
second.
Next we had the excitement of the Relay. There were
four teams—The Buffs, R.A.F., Royal Signals and
R.A.O.C.—with three men in each, Back Stroke, Breast
Stroke and Free Style. The back stroke began and the
free style finished the race. When Sqdn. Ldr. Leslie
took over for the R.A.F., he already had a 3yard lead
and could not be overtaken and the R.A.F. team won
comfortably in 68.8 sees, with The Buffs second and
Royal Signals third.
The plunge created wide interest and again we saw
Sqdn. Ldr. Leslie in first place; his final effort of
50 ft. 10 in. was easily the best of the day and Major
Gray, The Buffs, did well to take second place among the
ten entrants.
Cpl. Edwards' speedy breaststroking earned him the
double when he won the Two Lengths Race with Bdmn.
Fisher, The Buffs, second. The R.A.F. man seemed to
take his time in the first length but swam the last as
if he was going downhill.
The final event, the Free Style Relay, rounded off
the racing admirably. At the end of the second lap
there was little in it; The Buffs were a little ahead with
the R.A.F. second and R. Signals third, when Sqdn. Ldr.
Leslie, R.A.F., dived after L/Cpl. Dolan, The Buffs,
and S.Q.M.S. Dignan, R. Signals dived after both of
them. The R.A.F. forged ahead and Dignan caught
Dolan, but with Dolan fighting back the crowd were
drawn to their feet to see the excitingly close finish.
The R.A.F. just made first place but the judges could
not separate The Buffs and the Signals and they were
both awarded second place. The R.A.F.'s time was
63.2 sees.
Finally came the eagerlyawaited water polo match
for the Sudan Star Cup between "Q" Company The
Buffs and the R.A.F. "B" Team. Winning the toss,
Captain Squire chose to defend the deep end and the
players of both team lined their goallines. As the
whistle blew for the start. Capt. Squire, head under
water, tore for the centre line and, beating Sqdn. Ldr.
Leslie to the ball, passed back to Ormiston at centre
half. The ball was then passed from man to man in
The Buffs best style with the R.A.F. chasing.
For those new to this game, they saw a perfect
exhibition of teamwork and understanding. Shots were
fired at the R.A.F. goal from all angles and distances,
but their defence, working in top gear, were marking
well. Behind the backs, Vickers stood in goal like
Horatius on the bridge ; his positioning was perfect,
and shot after shot was pushed off or Caught. His passes
out to the middle should have started attacks, but the
ensuing long passes to the forwards were invariably
pounced on by Yuill or Larkin and back it would come.
Much of the credit for the negative score at halftime
must go to Vickers and Bradley. Bradley played the
captain's role well and was always in the thick of it.
When the second half began the final outcome became
more and more apparent. Continuing their careful
passing movements The Buffs took complete control.
Ormiston, at centrehalf, played a grand game; swqn
ming hard, again and again he took the ball up to the
R.A/F. half, and then, with an accurate pass, initiated
new attacks. Gornall, too, was in great form, never
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playing better. His long accurate passes and shots
brought out the best in Vickers and cries of "Oooh !"
from the spectators. From one of these shots the first
goal came. Crashing from the crossbar, it rebounded
down to Capt. Squire at three yards who, without a
pause, flashed it into the goal.
It seemed that the cheers would never die down.
The R.A.F. redoubled their efforts with Bradley,
Dineen and F/O. Lloyd prominent, but The Buffs were
inspired. Even the backs, Yuill and Larkin, after break
ing up an attack, were not averse to taking the ball up
and their passes mostly found Ormiston in position and
ready to continue the attack.
Then Gornall scored the second goal. His shot from
six yards struck the water in front of goal and behind
the keeper, where it drifted slowly in. With Squire
marked well by Bradley, Fisher found occasions to
shoot, but always Vickers was there. He saved one
shot from Capt. Squire from point blank range under
the crossbar and again later, when a goal seemed
certain, he dived over to the left and somehow pushed
the ball out. But despite all these noble efforts, another
goal came just before the end when Capt. Squire raced
Sqdn. Ldr. Leslie to the ball and passed it to Gornall
who, after swimming forward, flung it past the helpless
goalkeeper.
\The final whistle blew amid thunderous applause
from the many Buffs supporters and they became the
proud holders of the muchcoveted trophy. Final
score : The Buffs 3, R.A.F. nil.
Teams :
The Buffs.—Bdmn. Watts, Bdmn. Yuill, Cpl. Larkin,
Bdmn. Ormiston, Bdmn. Gornall, Capt. Squire (capt.),
Bdmn. Fisher.
R.A.F.—A.C. Vickers, Cpl. Tyson, A.C. Bates, Cpl.
Bradley, Cpl. Dineen, Sqdn. Ldr. Leslie, F/O. Lloyd.
Referee : Q.M.SJ. Spinner, A.P.T.C.
MajorGeneral R. L. Scoones presented cups and
medals to the successful competitors and before present
ing the Water Polo Trophy thanked the proprietors of
the Sudan Star and in particular Mr. Wheeler for
providing such a magnificent trophy.

Sergeants' Mess
Thirty days hath September, and all have been varied
indeed.
There have been one or two changes in the Mess caused
by the relief of the "B" Company Gebeit Detachment
by "A" Company. Sgt. Noy left us early in the month
to join the Intelligence Corps in Egypt. He carries with
him the very best wishes of all members in his new
venture. From Reports received to date he is making
full use of his past experience in the Civil Police Force.
We have no doubt that "Noy of the Corps" will become
a dreaded character among the local racketeers. We
congratulate Sgt. Lawrence on his promotion and
welcome him to the fold.
Discussions in the Mess on the international situation,
move of the Battalion and various other topics, were
quickly replaced by the subject of Pay with a capital
"P". This was closely followed by debates on Income
Tax, in which B/M. Sharpe is undoubtedly the leading
lightY C.S.M. Ball has found time, however, in spite
of these financial Worries, to coin the slogan "Join the
Army and make it your Korea".
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A proportion of the members are busy swotting hard
for the next examination for the Army First/which they
sit for in early October. The best of luck to them all.
Sgt. Diamond (The Voice of The Buffs) was heard to
remark, when collecting various text books which had
been left behind, "We must be the most educated
blinking mess in the British Army !".
The fishing enthusiasts have continued to persevere
in their efforts to empty the Nile of its elusive Nile Perch,
but the result has been decidedly disappointing. Perhaps
some of our "students" would care to work put the
length of # overseas service necessary to achieve this
object, based on the known statistics that 10 W.O.'s
and Sergeants can catch 1 fish in 1 month. The con
sumption of beer on these expeditions would probably
make a much easier problem. The result would be
interesting and possibly even startling.
A tennis doubles tournament is now in progress and
has already produced a number of "dark horses".
We should be able to notify the winning pair in the
next issue of The Dragon.
C.S.M. Faulkner upheld the traditions of the Mess by
winning the Diving for Plates Competition in a recent
swimming gala, having brought up 25 plates in one dive.
We were honoured by a visit from Major Yates on
the evening before he left for U.K. and we look forward
to seeing him again when we ourselves make the long
awaited "trek".
Corporals' Club
During the past month the Club as a whole have
participated in but one event, and that was the third
of the monthly series of Band Concerts given by the
Regimental Band under the able leadership of Band
master Sharpe. It was good to see the Club out in full
strength to support their own excellent Regimental
Band. The Concert was all that one could desire, even
surpassing the previous two, and the Club had the
honour to be represented by Cpl. Weatherall, whose
rendering of Weber's Clarinet Concertino was the high
light of the evening's entertainment.
In the field of sport, activities have been somewhat
limited by the lack of facilities and the fact that we are
in the "close" season, when the changeover from
summer to winter games takes place. The cricket season
has just finished, although from the company and
platoon standpoint it finished over a month ago. After
the strenuous series of water polo matches between the
Club, the R.A.F. and "Q" Company, which took place
during the previous month, there has been a lull in this
particular sphere. The football season has started here
and all over the world, but owing to the nonavailability
of grounds at the present, the Club has so far not played
any matches.
The squash enthusiasts, Cpls. Edwards and Scott, and
L/Cpls. Grogan, Gwinnell and Quilter, are still going
strong, and at the moment are actively engaged in a
"Ladder" competition and a Handicap Knockout com
petition. The former has been going for some time, and
at the moment of writing L/Cpl. Grogan heads the
O.R.'s, with Cpl. Scott right on his tail. In the Knock
out, L/Cpl. Gwinnell did well to eliminate Lieut. Griffin
in the first round after a sterling battle.
The forthcoming event that we are all looking forward
to is another Smoking Concert. With our July Smoker
as a guide, this final one should be a great success.
It is to be Hoped that we will be able to engage some
outside cabaret, artists, who together with some of our
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own talent, should provide a first class evening's enter
tainment. On this optimistic note these notes will be
brought to a close, hoping to be able to report next time
that a good time was had by all.
H.Q. Gompany
To express regret and welcome in one breath is a
singularly difficult thing to do. Although it was with
regret that the Company saw the departure of Major
G. H. A. Yates, who had commanded H.Q. Company
for nearly two years and whom we had come to know
very well. We can, however, extend a sincere welcome
to Major C. B. Gray, who of course is also wellknown
to a lot of us.
Company H.Q. now find themselves to be a separate
entity on their own, and as such will have to be on their
toes in the future, if they ever want a "write up" in these
columns.
B.H.Q. PLATOON
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

This month we welcome Sgt. Bollard to our
"little adobe hacienda". While recuperating from his
recent operation he is being kept quite busy looking
after the Documents and Release Section. So far he
appears to be fairly content (sipping his glass of
lemonade and smoking our cigarettes), so we'll leave
him to it, and talk about the other members of the staff.
As work is done unofficially in the afternoons, many
and various are the sounds issuing forth at these times
from the Orderly Room. Not the least to be taken into
account is the operatic adventures of the Adjutant—
"Music while you work" ?
Hinton, O'Regan and Wright, like many other
N.S.M., are rather disappointed at the prospect of
staying abroad for a few extra months instead of
returning home with the Battalion in the near future.
However, experience has proved that times DOES
pass, atid next year will undoubtedly see all of them
back in "Blighty".
The event of the month was the fishing trip up the
White Nile. After a rough and weary truck journey of
1£ hours, Cpl. Edwards, O'Regan and Willcox, with
nine other personnel of B.H.Q. PI., eventually arrived
at the Jebel Aulia Dam—safe, but not particularly
sound. As far as fish were concerned, hundreds were
seen, but only one was foolish enough to be hooked by a
member of out party. However, a good time was had by
all, and arrangements are being made for a further trip.
With the move of the Battalion looming up on the
horizon, a maze of packingcases outside the office
seems to be foiling several people intent on visiting us.
With a few more of these obstacles perhaps our abode
would be treated as taboo, and our work carried on with
a minimum of interruptions. Perhaps !
But there is lots to be done, and little tiipe to spare,
so for the present I will say au revoir.
GARRISON AND REGIMENTAL POLICE

Tempus fugit—and it certainly has ! In the past few
months we have had fresh faces joining the force,
namely Cpl. Foxall, L/Cpl. Harrison and others, all of
whom we welcome.
We have lost our Fire N.C.O., Cpl. Cairns, who no
doubt at this moment is still thinking of the trailer
pumps, etc., but nevertheless, we can assure Mm that

things are under the capable supervision of Cpl. Howard
and L/Cpl. White. We congratulate the latter on his
promotion, and wish him all the best.
We have lately acquired (and we regret it) one desert
monkey, that answers to the name of "Rastus" (un
fortunately the only person capable of administering
discipline to this example of Darwin's Theory is Nobby—
our monkey trainer—who has since returned from
Asmara, having recuperated from an appendicitis
operation).
In the field of sport we have some promising cham
pions, but although the lads are keen, too many duties
do not permit them to take part.
We welcome back to the Garrison Police Cpl. Morrish,
who had to leave us to give instruction on the Machine
Gun. He is now more than happy with his Jeep, and is
at present concerned, under the watchful eye and guid
ance of Sgt. Smissen, in "gimping" it—ready for the
handover to our successors.
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

Our news this month is not extensive. Possibly the
most welcome chore has been the destruction of numerous
papers, pamphlets, photographs, posters, etc., which
had been handed over as a legacy from I.O. to I.O.
The purge was generally ruthless, but Pte. Waldron
decided that some obliques of Hong Kong would look
well in his album, so they were spared ; as were also some
1939 Drill Pamphlets—how they became associated
with our department we could not discover—which the
R.S.M. somewhat curtly rejected, murmuring something
about being out of date. Extraordinary !
However, there was one publication which found a
good home, we can be sure. What better present for a
Messing Officer could there be than a 1945 Manual of
Cookery (Indian) ?
Cleanouts are rather fun, especially when Pte.
Waldron is at one's elbow to clinch every question with a
"No, it's not on charge".
The civil pay has provided intricate and delicate
problems of late. (We trust that this subject will not
pain Lieut. Goss, should he be perusing these pages.)
An incredibly vague code of wage increases caused untold
anxiety—so much so, in fact, that the I.O. deemed that
the whole matter warranted an errand of explanation to
Gebeit. However, after the sad episode in Asia, we
must make doubly sure that no excess payments charges
—however philanthropic may have been the motives
behind them—follow us from Africa.
ADMINISTRATION PLATOON

This month has been a very busy one for the Platoon,
owing to our forthcoming move and the loss of several
members on Python and National Service Release.
We were all very sorry to see Pte. Lawrence leave us in
a hurry when he was called to his mother s bedside.
L/Cpl. Wilson spent a few weeks in hospital early in
the month, and is now spending 14 days' sick leave in
Asmara; he has certainly earned a rest, and we are
looking forward to seeing him come back fighting fit.N
Company H.Q. has recently been S.O.S. of the
Platoon. We cannot honestly say we miss them, as they
were very rarely seen except of course on Pay Parade.
L/Cpl. Stokes and Mullis have recently completed
a P.T. Leaders' Course and we now hope to see better
P.T. in the Platoon than of Mte?
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Soon we will be losing R.Q.M.S. Howe and L/Cpl.
Jones, who are on the Advance Party to the U.K. ; we
hope it wont be long before we meet them again, and
we also hope to see a few members of the platoon who
have left us recently waiting for us on our arrival at
Shorncliffe.
At the recent swimming gala which was held in South
Barracks swimming pool we were very glad to see
"Q" Coinpany water polo team carry off the Sudan
Star Challenge Cup. Thanks are due to Captain Squire
for his untiring work with the team ; to them all we say
"Well done, lads !".
The Pioneers, with the cooperation of the "I"
Section under the able guidance of L/Cpl. Brown, have
finally completed a large scale model of Khartoum.
The whole plan took nearly six weeks to complete, and
fie size (20 ft. by 25 ft.) gives some idea of the hard
work they put into it. The plan shows in detail nearly
every house, shop and tree in Khartoum and should be
of immense value to future garrison troops.
Ptes. Daflon, Taboney and Couchman are putting in
some steady work on the crates and boxes for the
homeward move. They have been told that they may
have to stay behind if the boxes are not turned out fast
enough.
Any person wishing to contact L/Cpl. Jones on his
return to U.K. should be at the "Jubilee" any evening
between the hours of 1800 and 2200.
We will conclude these notes by wishing all ex
members of the Platoon all the very best wherever they
may be.
THE DRUMS

We have not done any ceremonial parades in the way
of Retreats, etc., but Cpl. Simmonds and Blomer
honoured the Band with their presence on the R.A.F.
Battle of Britain Sunday Church Parade. Both returned
complaining of the heat, which was unbearable on that
particular morning.
Shrimpton has returned from a P.T. Course at
Embatkalla looking very fit and as brown as a berry.
Last week was the Garrison Swimming Gala and for
once we put our instruments away and had a busy
morning; arranging chairs for the spectators, whilst four
of the Drummers did the job of judges' stewards in the
afternoon. We only had one competitor in the Gala,
Cpl. Simmonds, who took part in the Plunging.
Until recently we have amalgamated with the Band
for football, and so far this month have played three
games, winning one and drawing two, which is not a bad
average, even if we do say so ourselves. Whilst writing
these notes we fielded our own team and played the
Band, returning victorious 2—0.
Next month we expect to resume our early morning
walks on the banks of the Nile doing Palace Guard
mounting.
As a point of interest, the Drums are going on a
fishing trip to the Jebel Aulia Dam this weekend,
leaving tomorrow. We anticipate having a good time,
and as far as I can gather liquid refreshment is in ample
supply.
; ;;

THE BAND

There is no lack of material about which to write in
this edition Qf the Regimental Magazine ; on the contrary,
so much has happened during September that I find it
difficult to decide upon which should be the first subject.
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However, I think it is most important to make mention
of the Band personnel into the headlines.
Since our arrival in the Sudan the hospital has claimed
a large percentage of Bandsmen, and this month has
been no exception to the rule; in consequence the
strength of the Band has been sadly depleted doym to
the minimum.
Bdsm. Dark has been a regular guest, and L/Cpl.
Houghton and Bdsm. McGuinness have undergone quite
serious operations. We hope all of them will make a
speedy recovery. Bdsm. Ormiston, too, spent a few
days in hospital but gallantly rallied to our dire need
and rejoined us before he had completely recovered, to
help us out on the night of the concert.
Bdsm. Jones, who has been an invalid for the past
six months, has returned to a much more favourable
climate in the good old Mother Country, so we take this
opportunity in expressing our wish that he will have
recovered by the time we return home.
All the Band—excluding the Bandmaster, who still
probably finds Khartoum a novelty—envy the four most
fortunate Bandsmen who have left this month for
Kneller Hall training in England. To Bdsm. Fuller,
Chisnall, Underhill and Harrison we wish every success
during their most deserved course, and hope that they
will achieve a standard, both musically and instru
mentally, as set by previous pupils from The Buffs.
Due to our having lost Bdsm. Chisnall (cornetist)
we have been obliged to forfeit L/Cpl. Munns from the
horn stand to the cornet section, much to his disgust;
his achievements as temporary cornetist, however, are
proving an invaluable asset to the functioning of the
Band.
Our work this month has been mainly preparatory
most of our work having taken place during the end of
the month. The H.Q. Guard Mounting Ceremony still
continues daily, an irksome job in such heat. Once again
Khartoum is filling up with civilians who, during the
sweltering summer, had been hibernating in England.
And so another social season is about to start.
The Dance Band opened this season with a successful
dance at the Jewish Club.
Sport has been confined mainly to swimming and
waterpolo; the latter cannot be passed without some
mention, six Bandsmen having made up sixsevenths of
"Q" team which won the Sudan Star WaterPolo
Championship Cup. The team consisted of Cpl. Larkin,
Bdsm. Yuill, Ormiston, Watts, Gornall and Fisher and
was captained very ably by Captain Squire. Well done,
"Q" Team.
Each month we play incidental music during the
Sergeants' Mess dinner night, which is usually conducted
by Cpl. Jennings. Due to lack of numbers, Sgt. Hubbard
conducted this month and apparently missed an
exceptionally good dinner ; we hope, however, that he
found the music was filling !
Our last concert in Khartoum has been performed.
During it a particular member of our community
conspicuously excelled himself, namely CpL Weatherall,
who rendered Weber's Clarinet Concertino with great
versatility and with a tone almost as good as that of the
reputed Reginald Kell.
At this time all thoughts—and indeed all convers
ations—are centred around the return home. We look
forward to our return about eight weeks from now.

the
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SIGNAL PLATOON

Regular readers of this column will no doubt find a
difference this month as Pte. Tuohy, the original author,
is still in Egypt on his Clerks' Course. However, there
may be a few passages which are readable.
The Platoon has now been reduced considerably,
there being only twelve signallers left in the Battalion.
Cpl. Joyce, who shone during the last unit W.T. Cadre,
has been attached to the R.A.O.C. for instructional
purposes, unfortunately (he says) for only a short while.
But he visits us regularly, when he spreads fascinating
stories of scrumptious meals and the various methods
of passing the time during hours of darkness. We pretend
to remain only interested about the latter.
Sgt, Stremes and L/Cpl. Brown are now attending the
W.T. Cadre and although there is evidence that they
are working hard, we are ignorant of the progress they
are making. We trust that they will do well arid continue
to uphold the good name which the platoon already has.
During last week a parcel addressed to the platoon
was opened and found to Gontain some of Cpl. (Johnnie)
Walker's wedding cake. It was a very touching gesture
of his, and a reply of thanks is on its way to England.
The whole platoon hope that he will find happiness and
enjoyment in married life, and we hope that the happy
couple are mindful of our gratitude to them.
Ptes. Bean and Futter recently returned to Khartoum
from their summer vacations. Pte. Bean, who attended
a Christian Leadership and P.T. Course, looks little
fitter. This is probably due to his celebration of the pay
increase by resuming cigarette smoking. On the other
hand, Reggie came back to us looking twice the man
he was.
Lieut. Griffin has rejoined us from B.M.H.,* where he
endured several days of dysentry. Not only do we
welcome his return to health, but his return to us as
Messing Officer, which will be celebrated by the termin
ation of fish for breakfast, dinner, tea, etc., etc. (we hope).
The Platoon played cricket against the Royal Signals
twice, winning one match and losing the second. Other
wise there has been little sporting activity.
In conclusion, the whole Platoon wish exSignallers,
and all our friends parted from us, the best of luck, and
success and happiness in their work.
"A" Gompany
Gebeit at last! We entrained at Khartoum at the
crack of dawn, 2 Officers and 41 O.R.'s strong. The fact
that the C.O. and Major Grace gave up their Sunday
liein to come and see us off was much appreciated.
The journey was excellent and it was interesting to
see how much grass there was in the desert after the
recent heavy rains.
We arrived at Gebeit at about 0930 hours on the
Monday morning,, and very soon realised that in the day
time it was a good deal warmer than Khartoum : this
was brought home to afternoon sleepers, when it was
realised that there was no electricity and therefore no
fans in the daytime. "B" Company went off the follow
ing evening but not before Gebeit had produced one of
its by now famous thunderstorms which conveniently
held off until everybody was on the train. And so to
work—and games.
The camp is a very pleasant spot and there are plenty
of games to play : unfortunately the football, hockey
and cricket pitches, are of coarse sand which ruins boots
and balls alike. However, there are other alternatives,

dragon
especially squash and tennis, and for those who do not
like trying to hit an elusive ball, there are plenty of walks
in the hills that surround the camp. Over two dozen
people have learned to play squash and some are coming
on very well. Unfortunately we have not been able to
use the swimming pool as the pump which fills it was
put out of action during the recent rains.
Our main military activity up here is firing out annual
range course with rifle and L.M.G. We start firing soon
after 0530 hours when it is pleasantly cool and finish by
0800 hours when we have a most welcome breakfast.
As soon as the weather gets a bit cooler, we shall fire the
Bren after breakfast, and carry out more strenuous
training.
There are only about 70 of us here, including attached
(M.T. drivers and cooks) and duties around the camp
are quite heavy—almost half being employed in various
jobs.
It gets dark quite early, about 5.30 p.m., and there is
little to do in the evenings. There is an A.K.C. cinema
which shows a film two or three nights a week, and
training films, which we all attend, on Wednesday
nights.
Thursday is Tombola night, when the C.S.M. and Sgt.
Larkings put in a lot of hard (and thirsty) work. There
is a darts league which will function better when we get
a better quality of dart—at the moment, the Sudan
seems to have run out of them.
Everybody is very happy here, although miles from
civilisation, and from the look of the bronzed bodies,
very healthy as well.
UB"

Gompany
At last the Company has arrived back in Khartoum
after a stay at Gebeit of about four months. The return
journey was uneventful except that just as we were
about to leave Gebeit station a huge sand and rain
storm blew up and it was touch and go whether we left
that night at all. We eventually arrived back in Khar
toum at 0300 hours on 7th September.
Life in Khartoum seems to have changed very little
since we were last here. We find very little time for
any training as during the week when we are Duty
Company the whole Company is either on guards or
fatigues, and even during the week when we are supposed
to train we are called upon to supply fatigues for the
Battalion.
During our last weeks at Gebeit we played very few
games other than volley and basket ball as our strength
was down to about 30. Now that we are back in Khar
toum we play most days trying to catch up with the
other Companies in the Harris Shield. At volley ball
we have won all games we have played so far and won
one of the basket ball games. In our first Harris Shield
cricket match, much to our delight, we came up to
expectations and defeated the formidable "C" Company 1
Many rumours have been flying about recently about
the return of the Battalion. However, we do know that
we are losing our Company Commander, Major L. F. W.
Jackson, during the second week of October as he is
taking the Advance Party home. With him also go
Sgt. Giblett, Ptes. Jenner, Fleming and Gibson. We
are very envious of their early home going but wish them
a good journey across the continent. The majority of
the Company has now been told where they are going.
They fall into three categories; those who are going
home,, those who are staying in the Middle East, and .
those who are joining the Queen's Own.
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 Sgt. Elson joined the Company when he was relieved
from the Transit Camp in Port Sudan. We were sorry he
had to go into hospital so soon but are glad to say he
is looking much better after his operation. We wish him
a speedy recovery.
Next month we hope to know more exact details about
our future, as this is the thought that is, not unnaturally,
very near the forefront of everyone's mind ; in fact it
comes a very close second to "Duty" !
"C" Gompany
The outstanding event for us this month is the
reshuffle in the Battalion owing to Major Yates' sudden
and unexpected departure ; we have lost, to our regret,
Major Gray to H.Q. Company (we feel that Lieut.
Gillum has leapt out of the frying pan into the fire) and
congratulate Captain Thorneycroft on Iris promotion
and appointment as our new Company Commander,
Major Gray had been commanding the Company since
May, 1949, and we can only wish him the same success
with his new command as with us. We cannot but feel
glad that the H.Q. Company Office has been moved ;
it would have been disconcerting, to say the least of it,
to know that Major Gray was looking down on us from
his second storey seat of judgment.
This month we have successfully fired our L.M.G.
and Sten Courses although much of our other training
has been curtailed, due to lack of manpower. We were,
however, able to take the Company out for an extremely
interesting lecture on the ground of the Battle of
Omdurman. Captain Eales (Middlesex Regiment, H.Q.
Tps.) verv kindly gave this lecture, and we were round
the Khalifa's House afterwards. It was a really enjoy
able and instructive morning, though we could symp
athise with Kitchener's Army in taking a fourhour rest
on the river bank after the battle before continuing
their advance on Omdurman; and they did not have
motor transport.
There is little sports news this month ; there have been
two or three "friendly" games of cricket and Ptes. Fuller
anf Harms have done well. We beat "B" Company
quite convincingly at basket ball, but they had their
revenge at Volley Ball when our team certainly failed to
live up to their earlier promise; Major Gray, 2/Lieut.
West and Ptes. McCall and Simpson took part in the
Garrison Swimming Gala ; we must congratulate Pte.
McCall on winning the Diving and Major Gray on being
runnerup in the Plunging.
"Sp" Company
M.M.G. PLATOON
The main activity during the month has been the
firing of the range courses and the remarkable thing
about this has been the number of people who manage
to see the target at 6 a.m.
The standard of shooting has been very high, so high
in fact that all members of the platoon are now first class
shots. This is, of course, excluding Sgt. Horswell, who
managed to get his arm out of plaster for three days,
but the thought of doing guards was too much for him,
so once again he is resting.
The Company is proceeding on a field firing course
shortly ; all we can hope now is that we have not for
gotten our training after our "layoft" of at least three
weeks. Already Cpl. Adams has been busy answering
questions as to whether one lies or sits behind the gun.
We shall know the worst before next month's Dragon
notes.

We are taking our carriers with, us ,and everyone can
now be seen practising pushing and pulling them, as
we are taking no chances oh getting stuck.
L/Cpl. Smith seems to like his Weapon Training
Cadre to judge by the amount of time he spends studying
his pamphlets.
Y*
. We must finish off now as they are. Screaming for
Dragon notes ; so good luck to all ex|tiienibers of tfie
Platoon and' don't forget to look us up when we return
to England.
ANTITANK PLATOON

Once again we give the main items in connection with
the AntiTanks during the past month.
First item was the leaving of Pte. Mills to the Officers'
Mess, in disguise as a batman to our Platoon Commander
(2/Lieut. Grugeon). Next to leave were Sgt. Brice and
Cpl. Single, both on a Weapon Training Cadre. The
former is still swotting ; the latter, after two weeks on
the Cadre, was admitted to hospital. We .hope to see
them both in the near future.
Last but not least went Pte. Whiddett, who left to
try the renowned P.T. and Leadership Course at
Embatkalla.
The one and only return we had was Pte. McSweeney,
who has at last decided to come back from Asmara,
where he has spent the last five weeks ; he keeps com
plaining about his eyes. We all think it is due to the
large amount of alcohol he consumed during his stay
there. His return is welcomed, as like all "Sp" Company
platoons, the AntiTanks are gradually dwindling.
But I am sure there are enough to secure efficient gun
crews for the forthcoming shoot which is due to begin
in a fortnight's time. This shoot should prove very
interesting as it will be the first firing of the guns for the
majority of the platoon.
Cfn. Hutchins (R.E.M.E.), our gun fitter, is gradually
wearing the gun fittings thin with consistent cleaning,
and was greatly relieved when we received the long
awaited tools and accessories for the maintenance of the
6pounders, to which he has become quite attached
during his stay with us.
The increasing amount of stores is also having its
effect on our staunch storeman, Pte. Murphy, as they
are slowly ejecting him from his palace. His occupation
this past fortnight has consisted of counting empties
returned from the range, where the Company have
been firing Bren and rifle, and he is now complaining of
nightmares with rows of cartridges parading before him.
We all wish him more pleasant dreams in the future.
We also wish the best of luck to the N.C.O.'s in the
AntiTanks on the Cadre at the moment, not forgetting
Sgt. Richards, who is by this time tasting English
weather.
So until next month, when we hope to hear more of
our war cry "Target", we will say au revoir from the
AntiTanks.
MORTAR PLATOON

Well, here we are once again with more news of the
Mortar Platoon.
The past two weeks have been spent on Burri Ranges
firing our annual course in rifle and Bren ; the standard
of shooting throughout the Platoon was exceptionally
high
Congratulations to Pte. Gwilliams on obtaining
highest score in the Company on the rifle.
Continued on p. 225
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Beneath Bell Harry
THE coming and
* going of soldiers
from the 1st Battalion
have been keeping us
more than usually
busy of late. The fate
of the twentyseven
men who left Khar
toum last August
fondly imagining that
they would be trans
ferred to parttime
service early in Oct
ober has now been
decided. They have
been given disembark
ation leave and will, on their return, be sent to
the 1st Battalion, The East Surrey Regiment,
at Barnard Castle, privileged to render full
time service to His Majesty for another six
months—and at a greatly increased rate of pay.
A batch of eighteen men, returned to England
after three years' overseas service, recently
arrived here on completion of disembarkation
leave, and larger numbers are shortly to follow.
Some will doubtless rejoin the Battalion when
(and if) it arrives here, as anticipated, before
the end of the year. Others will go to various
employments in England, as directed by the
allpowerful OfficerinCharge of Records. Those
who are not closely acquainted with matters
military today might think it strange that
men should be sent home independently when
they would only have to stay a few months
longer to be able to accompany the Battalion
homewards. The three year rule is, however,
very strictly enforced, regardless of the wishes
of the individual and the needs of the overseas
unit.
Five of us (an Officer, Warrant Officer,
Sergeant, Corporal and LanceCorporal) recently
found ourselves taking part in a ceremony in
Canterbury Cathedral. The occasion was the
Pilgrimage of the Church of England Men's
Society and dedication of an altar in St.
Stephen's Chapel to the late Archbishop Cosmo
Gordon Lang. Our function was to carry a
flag that was originally on the London Cenetaph
up the Nave and hand it to the Dean to be
laid on the altar during the service. The
connection between the Cenotaph Flag, Church
of England Men's Society and Cosmo Gordon
Lang is somewhat obscure. Nonetheless, we
were most impressed with the splendid array
of Bishops, Archdeacons, Priests, Clergy and

Choristers, Mayors and Macebearers, the
Royal Artillery Trumpeters and various other
dignitaries, and were honoured to play a small
part in what was undoubtedly a very important
Church occasion.
Captain Hadshar arrived towards the end
of September to start taking over the appoint
ment of Depot Captain. We explained to him
that, amongst others, his duties would include
those of Adjutant, Quartermaster, President
Mess Committee, President Regimental In
stitute, Motor Transport Officer, Messing
Officer, Garrison Adjutant, Secretary of the
Families' welfare Committee. Confronted with
a list apparently so formidable, he obviously
decided that assistance would be required, for
on 7th October he took unto himself a wife.
We offer our congratulations and wish them
every happiness.
We attended the Officers' ReUnion on 6th
October in full strength. We were glad to see
strong representation of those who served with
the 1st and 2nd Battalions since the end of the
recent war, but were disappointed that there
were not more present of those who carried the
Regular and Territorial Battalions through the
war. It may well be that many find twelve
and sixpence rather too much to pay for the
few sandwiches and etceteras that take the
form of supper, and that a less pretentious
restaurant where beer could be obtained at a
reasonable price might be a more popular
rendezvous.
We give below a list of recent postings of
soldiers who came here from the 1st Battalion :
DEPOT, PERMANENT STAFF.—Ptes. Royan and Steeles.
W.O.53 DRAYTON CAMP, BARTON STACEY, WIN
CHESTER.—19030355 Pte. Kelly, F.
1ST BN. SURREY REGT., BARNARD CASTLE, CO.
DURHAM.—2561580 Sgt. Whittle, T., 1515174 Cpl.
Cairns, T., 14466159 Pte. Chittock, R., 6460810 Pte.
Wilkinson, D., 19078967 Cpl. Proud, R., 14187752 Cpl.
Rodmell, R., 14483048 Cpl. Jephcott, A.
H.Q. EASTER COMMAND, HOUNSLOW.—14191299
Pte. Broome, 19042399 Pte. Gibbons.
H.Q. HOME COUNTIES DISTRICT, SHORNCLIFFE.—
21014149 Pte. Knowles, 19032736 Pte. Backshall,
14194068 Pte. Cook, R., 19078991 Pte. Stanford, P.
H.Q. 16 AIRBORNE DIV. (T.A.), 30 PONT STREET,
LONDON, S.W.I.—19033806 Pte. Holloway.
1 R.W.K. (H.C.T.B.), MOORE BKS., SHORNCLIFFE.—
14459977 Sgt. Nannini, E., 6285685 W.O.II Scott, W.,
6294816 Pte. Novell, B.
MARRIED FAMILIES CAMP, ROYAL PAVILION HOTEL,
FOLKESTONE.—6140660 Cpl. Bardill, J., 21182958 Pte.
Golding, K.
ARMY M.T. SCHOOL, BORDON, HANTS.—14188859
Pte. Budd, D.
SCHOOL OF INFANTRY, WARMINSTER.—19032737 Pte.
Tully, R.
1 & 2 TRG. BN., A.C.C,, ALDERSHOT,—14184406 Cpl,
Taylor, R,
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30 ARMY EDUCATION CENTRE, 178 QUEEN'S GATE,
KENSINGTON, S.W.7.—19033646 Pte. Gouge, E.
EASTERN COMMAND P.T. SCHOOL, SHORNCLIFFE.—
19030760 Pte. Edwards, L., 14190207 Pte. Poulton, C.
STANFORD RANGE PARTY, THETFORD, NORFOLK.—

6153325 Pte. Whelan, J., 6287080 Pte. Nichols, C.

HARWICH TRANSIT CAMP, HARWICH.—14189022 Pte.

Horn, R.

18 W.O.S.B., HOBBS BARRACKS, LINGFIELD, SURREY.
14191719 Pte. Clarke, E., 14169536 Pte. Clarke, J.,
19030599 Pte. Richards, K., 14184828 Pte. Wyatt, W.,
5781285 Pte. Heath, J.

Sergeants' Mess
Among the new arrivals this month we welcome home
Sgts. Lyons and Wright, to whom we extend a hearty
welcome, and hope that their stay with us while awaiting
piosting will be a happy one. Departures include W.O.II
Moore and Sgt. Whittle. The former has been posted
to'a travelling wing with Headquarters at Cambridge,
while Sgt. Whittle proceeded to Barnard Castle on post
ing to the East Surrey Regiment. Our very good wishes
go with them both. Sgt. Pendle is temporarily attached
for duty at the Stanford Ranges and sent us a very
amusing account of his activities. We miss his cheerful
company and have no doubt we will be seeing him
occasionally at weekends.
An item of interest this month was our first Dining In
Night. Although we have had this in mind for several
months now, we offer our congratulations to the 1st
Battalion members, who have also started a Mess
Dining In Night and incidentally "beat us to it"." Thanks
to Sgt. Shaw and the Mess Staff we had a most enjoyable
dinner and it was a real pleasure to dine with a 100 per
cent, attendance. There were two toasts, "The King"
and "The King of Denmark". After dinner there was a
threesided dart match between members representing
the Permanent Staff, 4th Bn. P.S.I.'s arid Holdees.
Altogether a very happy evening and. we hope the fore
runner of many more to come. These functions help
considerably to maintain the happy comradeship and
proud traditions of The Buffs.
Sgt. Shaw has now proceeded on a wellearned leave,
and his place has been, taken by C/Sgt. Allen. The
fortnightly Whist Drives are still very popular and well
attended. We are now looking forward to the visit of a
party of exW.O;'s and Sergeants from the London
Branch of the Past and Present Association, who will be
our guests on llth12th November, 1950. Many of us
are polishing up our dart throwing in readiness for this
occasion, and we anticipate a very happy reunion for
the many who will be present.
We have had another visit from Pensioner Ernie
Norman, who is as sprightly as ever for his years. This
grand old soldier is looking forward to the return to
the U.K. of the 1st Battalion and no doubt when that
happy occasion arrives he will pay a visit.
In closing we send best wishes to all W.O.'s . and
Sergeants, The Buffs, wherever they may be.
1st Battalion Mortar Platoon—Continued, from p. 223
The platoon are looking forward to the four days we
aire to spend shortly on the field firing range. It will be
the first shoot that we have had since our departure
from Hong Kong ; the fact that we will be seeing the
M.M.G; and AntiTank Platoons in action for the first
time should prove an interesting occasion for all con,
cerned.

4th Battalion
T^HE Battalion has now
' settled down once again
to normal living after >a
very good two weeks in
camp. The weather on the
whole was pretty kind to us
except on the first night of
our threeday exercise when
the heavens really opened
and it rained harder than
this writer can ever remem
ber it doing before in his
lifetime. In spite of this
slight setback the exercise
was a great success and
everybody enjoyed it.
Two great victories have to be reported,
both on Saturday, 9th September, 1950. This
is a day that will long be remembered by the
officers, for in the afternoon the Sergeants
were soundly defeated 4—2 at soccer and in
the evening the double was completed when
the officers were successful at darts to the
tune of 9 games to 4. Morale was temporarily
low in. the Sergeants' Mess and the R.S.M.
was seen to be deep in thought.
The officers have one further victory to
report for on the middle Sunday they managed
to defeat the remainder of the Battalion at
Cricket, The bowling of Majors Taylor and
Prestige was unique and the fielding of Major
Thorne phenomenal.
This year the officers were all entertained in
the Sergeants' Mess on the last evening of
Camp. This was a great success and everybody
came away having really enjoyed themselves.
Since returning from Camp two of our
officers have married. We offer our heartiest
congratulations to Captains Hannah and
Alexander and wish them every happiness.
We also congratulate Major Taylor on his
engagement to Miss Fenton of Ramsgate.
As a result of our Camp, which we. shared
with no less than four hundred W.R.A.C., we
are wondering if there will be more weddings.
The Landlord and the Padre are offering easy
terms.
We are now very busily preparing for our
Annual Administrative Inspection and for the
other numerous inspection teams which seem
to be descending on us during the next few
weeks, and at the same time the hard working
P.S.I.s are nearly all sitting for the First Class
Certificate of Education. We wish them success.
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H.Q. Gompany (Canterbury)
With Camp over and the aftereffects surmounted,
we are now settling down to our winter training.
Camp this year was a great success from the point of
view of "H,Q." Company. Admittedly we got very
little chance of doing our Specialist training, but the
Infantry training which many members found them
selves booked for did no harm. As a matter of fact it
brushed up quite a lot of knowledge and brought to light
factors which we had almost forgotten. Sgt. Kemp
and Cpl. Neaves did at least find themselves a job in
their own sphere and spent most of the Camp driving
either "A" or "B" vehicles as the demands of the
Battalion warranted. The Signal Platoon found them
selves mostly in the Composite Platoon as riflemen but
the training did them no harm. It is easier carrying a
rifle than a 31 set anyway. The brunt of the com
munications within the camp fell as usual on Sgt. Edwards
and with the assistance of the O.R.S. he managed some
how to link the Battalion by field telephones. It was an
unusual sight seeing the O.R.S. climbing ladders and
running lines, but after all exercise does get one's waist
line reduced. The R.Q.M.S. and Sgt. Mattocks had quite
a busy time tending the wants from the "Q" side and
the Q.M. did wonders in making the Camp as comfort
able as possible with the least possible fuss. As reported
in the Editorial, we had the fortunate (or unfortunate)
chance of sharing the Camp with four hundred W.R.A.C.s
from various parts of the Home Counties District and
the London District so companionship was not lacking
and it was NOT the case of having to go out in the
evenings with members of one's own sex. That is of
course if one wished to. Cpl. Beck, our medical bloke,
spent the second week learning the tricks of the trade
in Shorncliffe Military Hospital. We understand that
his knowledge has greatly improved since this course.
Finally .we would like to congratulate L/Cpl. Cope on
winning the Cup awarded for the best kit laid on the
Commanding Officer's Inspection on Saturday, 9th
September, 1950. Incidentally, L/Cpl. Cope had the
best kit on the previous C.O.'s Inspection on Saturday,
2nd September, 1950. One little incident we forgot to
mention was that our Company Commander played an
excellent game of soccer against the Sergeants' Mess on
Saturday, 9th September, 1950 and if anyone doubts
this statement, we should advise them to see Sgt.
Saunders of R.E.M.E.
Since Camp our P.S.I, has been on a course to improve
rifle shooting and has, of course, passed the information
on. Now all one hears on a drill night is the grunts of the
old Crocks being put through their paces by Sgt. Sherman.

"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
Annual Camp has concluded and our attendance was
very good. A comprehensive programme was carried out
including four days on the range and a threeday
exercise. The threeday exercise was somewhat marred
by very bad weather and the first night's digging was
carried out in torrential rain. However, the following
morning showed an improvement in the weather and the
exercise concluded in cold but dry weather. Much
was learnt from the exercise, including the inexhaust
ible humour of the British soldier, whether he be Regular
or Territorial, under adverse conditions. A great debt
of gratitude is owed by all of us to the cooks who
provided us with first class food under conditions which
made cooking in the field a trying and difficult task.
Our ireturn was accomplished according to plan and
onbe niore we are preparing for the winter evenings. *

Our first drill night was spent entertaining a party of
R.E.M.E. from Chatham who regularly bring parties of
National Servicemen to watch us at training. Both
T.A. and National Servicemen benefit a great deal from
these visits.
With the coming of the winter months, Ramsgate,
Margate and Sandwich are presenting a more or less
deserted appearance, for the season can now be said
to have finished. This, however, is a great help to us
for attendances are on the increase and training can now
be carried out according to the programme of work.
Machine Gun training has occupied most of our time
and we are now hard at work preparing for the Support
Company weekend which takes place at Lydd early in
November. Wireless training will start during the next
fortnight and our enthusiasts can once more get down to
some practical work.
We offer sincere congratulations to Cpl. James on his
promotion and wish him the best of luck, hoping that
this is only one more step to further advancement.
Our best wishes to Cpl. Crowdy, who is shortly proceed
ing to an O.C.T.U.
C/Sgt. Knight and Sgts. Hellis and Gullis also have our
best wishes for the courses they will shortly be under
going.
This month promises to be rather heavy for the
casuals who were unable to come to Camp with us will
be firing the Annual Course on Sunday, 22nd October
and Sunday, 29th October, 1950.
It is with pleasure that we welcome back to Margate
Pte. Lovering, who has had some three weeks in
hospital. Unfortunately he was taken ill at Camp and
was left behind when the Battalion returned to their
various Headquarters. We can only hope that his
recovery is complete.
Rather belatedly we offer our best wishes to Pte.
Hewitt, who was recently married to the sister of Pte.
Isaacs. Unfortunately it was kept such a secret that
no members of the Company were present.
The first Social Evening of the Winter Season was
held at Margate on Tuesday, 3rd October, when we
entertained the W.R.A.C. Much to our horror we were
defeated by them on. the Miniature Range. It would
appear that our handicap was a little too severe or
perhaps their standard of shooting has improved beyond
all expectations. The evening concluded with party
games organised by Capt. Tilleard, and all present
appeared to have had an enjoyable time.
"B" Gompany (Whitstable and Herne Bay)
Our last member has now returned from the rigours of
Annual Camp. It was rather unfortunate that only one
officer (Lieut. Lewis) and one, man (L/Cpl. Roberts)
were able to make the full time. Although perhaps we
can claim another member, as Sgt. Joyce, our attached
A.C.C. member, stayed on to keep the Officers' Mess
happy by keeping the inner man well replenished when
the occasion demanded it. Most of the members returned
on Sunday, 3rd October, and although regretting
that their business commitments did not permit a longer
stay, they were really not sorry to miss the bad weather
and the threeday exercise. We intend to make up for
that omission, however, as we have a night patrol
scheme scheduled for October. Let's hope that the
weather will be kind to us.
Now that we have settled down again and all weapons,
equipment, etc., are clean and in good working order,
we can settle in for the winter evenings with trying to
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improve our abilities as soldiers. With the lessons
learnt at camp and the "Shoot to Kill" exercises given
to us by the P.S.I., we should be first class soldiers by
the time next Annual Camp comes round.
C.Q.M.S. Carter is not resting on his laurels after
being declared Champion Shot for the year 1950. He
firmly declares that he will do it again next year, and,
strangely enough, we believe that he will, although there
may be added competition.
"D" Gompany (Folkestone)
Camp has come and gone and now the Winter Season
has set in: But first let us dwell upon bne or two of the
high lights of camp.
The main feature, of course, was, the threeday
exercise "Elham" which took place during the second
week. The weather was not at all kind dn the first even
ing the "Monsoon" broke and it rained with such force
that the crops in the surrounding area yrere beaten flat.
Capt. Hannah, we are informed, chose that night to do
a route march instead of a Night Patrol. The majority
of "D" Company were fortunate to miss this episode.
What is it they say about "old soldiers" ?
The first part of September naturally was devoted to
"straightening up and cleaning up" after camp, but we
are now back to normal.
The usual "D" Company welcome was extended to
two more National Servicemen who have joined us,
namely Ptes. Hogben and Jackson, and we sincerely
hope that they will not be long settling down to
Territorial Army soldiering.
The "Inspection Season" has opened. Luckily they
all come within a short space of time and they are soon
over, but the main thing, of course, is to get them over
and done with.
The most important happening during the month
was the wedding of Capt. Hannah to Miss Myra Hurley
at St. James', Spanish Place, London, on the 23rd
September, 1950. A party of members of the Company
went to London by coach and we gather rather surprised
the happy bridegroom. From all accounts a good time
was had by all.
We had a visit from the local W.R.A.C. (T.A.) during
the month and old friendships were renewed and new
ones made. Our R.E.M.E. "Bod" Sgt." Saunders had
his hands full trying to do a "406" assisted by the ladies
present.
"S" Gompany (Ashford and Cranbrook)
Nothing really outstanding to report from Annual
Camp, although we did hear some rude words from C.S.M.
Esler when one of his beloved carriers was slightly
damaged on the last day at Camp: Anyway, we can say
that all his hard work has showil results as not one of
our carriers let us down during the whole of Camp,
and they were used pretty extensively. Cpl. Babbage
was rather unfortunate in having his hand damaged by
a blank cartride, but we understand that it has not
hampered his style in any way.
Most of the members of the Company say that they
really enjoyed their stay in Shorncliffe. We wonder
really whether it was the fact that they learnt a lot from
the training or was it the presence of the W.R.A.C.
detachment.
All ranks of the Company extend their heartiest
cbngratulations to the Company Commander, Capt.
Alexander, on his marriage during the month, and wish
him and his bride a long and happy life.
Gontinmdonp. 232 Y.

227

Past and Present Association
Life Members
SEPTEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1950

1st Battalion Branch.—Croucher, K., Warrey, W.,
Brewin, A., Burnett, D.
Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
September, 1950 are :—
L s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...
... 32 9 3
World War 1939 Charitable Fund ...
... 2710 0
Past and Present Association
DONATIONS

The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden (Offertory)
Mr. W. G. G. Lewis

...
...

£ s. d.
1 16 9
2 6

War Memorial Fund, The Buffs, 193.945;
i s. d.
London Branch (in memory of Sgt. G. Cooper)
10 0
Dover Branch Ladies' Guild (Altar Carpet) ... 16 0 0
Total to date

...

...

...

£3,252 5 7

Ashford Branch
Our monthly meeting was held at the Somer
set Arms on Saturday, October 7th: We were
pleased to see more members present than at
our last meeting. The usual business was
carried out, the minutes of the previous meeting
were read and confirmed.
The notice of the 1/4th Dinner was read and
we hope to have a member or two attend.
I am very sorry to report that one of our
members, Mr. EdWatfds, is in a very bad state.
His nerves have given way, the effect of being
a prisoner of war, I understand.
We were very grateful to Mr. Powney for
the lovely bag of apples he brought along for
the Raffle; these were won by himself and
then, given back and auctioned and bought by
a member, Mr. Deal, who gave them to our
sick visitor to take to the sick member.
A new Sports Committee was formed, whb
are undertaking the arrangements for a dinner
we hope to have shortly.
We were sorry we had to cancel the old
members' supper, but a lot of them were unable
to attend.
We hope to have a good darts team for the
winter months so as to give who we. may meet
ag o o d g a m e .
;
: 5/
sY; : c $
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Owing to our pianist being at work we spent
the remainder of the evening at darts.
A very happy gathering broke up at about
9.30 p.m.
E.J.S.
London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 16th September, at
the "Prince Alfred" Restaurant, Tufton Street,
S.W.I, with Mr. E. W. Tong in the Chair.
We were pleased to have with us our
President, Major J. E. Enright, VicePresident,
Captain G. J. Emery, Major H. V. Duffy,
Captain R. W. Waby, Sgt. Perry, 141st R.A.C.,
and many of our regular supporters.
SILENCE,—The Chairman asked the members
to stand in silence for one minute in memory
of G. (Sailor) Cooper, exSgt. 1099, who had
recently passed away at Birmingham. Major
Enright gave us a short history of his life from
1883 when he enlisted in the Regiment from a
naval training ship, hence his nickname which
stuck to him until his decease at the age of
83 years.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes
of the last meeting which had been held on
19th August. These were accepted and signed
by the Chairman.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence, including letters from the
General Secretary, Captain Geo. Johnson and
Mrs. Shaw.
CHRISTMAS DRAW.—Mr. Collins explained
his plans and invited gifts from members to be
used as prizes,
25TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND BALL.—
The Chairman said it was in the hands of the
Assistant Secretary and his Dinner Committee.
It is hoped to hold it in May, 1951, near
Albuhera Day.
SOCIAL EVENING—After the December
Meeting a social evening will be held and all
members of the Ladies' Guild are invited.
Mr. and Mrs. Collins have promised to provide
and do the cooking of cakes, tarts, etc.
The Assistant Secretary read a letter from
the R.S.M., Depot, with reference to a visit
in November of exWT,0.s and N.C.O.s of the
London Branch, to the Sergeants' Mess at
Canterbury.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—£1 3s. Id.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—The Chairman
announced that the Branch AG.M, would

take place in April, 1951, instead of January
as in former years.
DARTS.—The Chairman presented the prize
of £\ to Associate Member Mr. J. Hawkins,
winner of our top of the board competition.
Mr, Hawkins kindly returned it to the Branch
funds.
Captain Waby who was present for the first
time for several years promised to put in an
appearance more often as of old. His health
had been indifferent during the past five years
but he was now a good bit better. He kindly
promised to present to the Branch a turkey
and two chickens in time for the Christmas
draw.
The Chairman welcomed Spud Austin, Ernie
Ruler, Harry Havill and R. H. Martin. He
also congratulated Mr. R. W. Billings on his
birthday and for becoming a proud grandfather
for the second time.
Sgt. J. Perry, 141st R.A.C., attended for the
first time and was welcomed into the Branch
by the Chairman and by his old C.O., Major
H.V.Duffy.
There being no further to discuss the meeting
was declared closed and the ladies asked to
join us.
HERE AND THERE
Mr. R. H. Martin presented to the funds
4/6 which he won in the shooting competition
at Canterbury on 13th August.
Captain Geo. Johnson was 90 years of age
in February. He lives at Broadstairs and says
he would like to visit other branches but what
with "have another" and "do you remember?"
it would mean dashing off at the last minute.
The London Branch will again have a plot
at the Field of Remembrance, Westminster
Abbey, No. 26 by the north door. There will
be a Badge Cross and a surround of 40 small
crosses.
The 25th Anniversary (London. Branch)
Dinner and Ball will be held on 12th May, at
6.30 p.m., for 7 o'clock. Place and price of
ticket will be notified later in The Dragon and
Branch News.
Mr. Collins and his Dinner Committee are
searching for a suitable room in which to hold
this annual gathering.
Harry Miller and George Dillistone, l/4th
Battalion, missed Sid Heath and hope to see
him at the October ^Meeting*; * 
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It was with regret we heard of the death of
Major H. G. James, who for many years was so
generous a friend of the London Branch.
Between the jwars he paid many visits to us
at the "Prince Alfred" Restaurant, Tufton
Street, and entertained a party to tea in his
garden at Canterbury on successive Remem
brance Sundays. He provided tea for us
several times in the last five years and usually
sat with our party at the Cathedral service.
E.C.W.G.
LADIES' GUILD
Carr's Restaurant, Victoria, certainly looked
a picture on the 23rd September last when
over 100 members with their husbands and
friends sat down to dine. The many lovely
dresses and the exquisite floral decorations
added beauty to the occasion. The members
were honoured by the presence of the Colonel
of The Buffs, MajorGeneral Hon. G. Scarlett
and the President of the Ladies' Guild, the
Hon. Mrs. Scarlett, also Major Peareth. The
dinner was excellent and after the Toast of
"Their Majesties, The King and Queen" the
Chairman, Mrs. Spinner, read out messages
received. These were from His Majesty The
King, wishing all a happy evening; Mrs.
Brittian regretting inability  to be present
owing to her husband's accident; Mr. and
Mrs. Reg. Carter of Dover; The 8th (1914)
Battalion, dining near by; Miss (Nurse)
Evans, who had suddenly been called for duty.
The Toast of "Our Regiment" was proposed
by Mrs. Coley (ViceChairman), coupled with
the name of the Colonel of The Buffs. She
recalled that if it had not been for a lady,
there would have been no Buffs, neither would
they have been seated together that evening—
Queen Elizabeth must have had great foresight.
She pointed out that women of the Regiment
took particular care to see their husbands
went on parade a credit and many will remem
ber polishing their men folk's buttons and
cleaning his boots for guard mounting so he
could get the "Stick". The Guild wished all
Ruffs and particularly the 1st Battalion the
very Best of luck and said how pleased we felt
at having the Colonel of the Regiment with us
and our Guild President.
Replying the Colonel of the Regiment
mentioned that the 1st Battalion would be
returning home about December and go to
Shorncliffe ; it would not be a Battalion as
many remembered, but just a few officers and
about 90 other ranks as all who had insufficient
service /abroad* wo'jijdr be Jtre^sieire^jto: otter

W

units. He spoke about the Warriors' Chapel
and the good work the Ladies' Guild of the
Regiment had done in providing the carpet,
and he took the opportunity of thanking them.
His worry was the Stained Glass Window
which was proving a little difficult. He con
gratulated those responsible for putting on
such an excellent dinner that evening. He
also referred to the loss sustained by the passing
of Colonel Guy Lee and Major H. G. James.
In proposing the toast of "The Guild", the
Chairman, Mr. E. Tong, was in humorous
mood as he recalled the duties of ladies towards
their menfolk illustrated by reference to
poetical quotations and finally wound up by
telling the story of Pte. Chad and his 14 days'
C.B.
Mrs. Spinner responding thanked Mr. Tong
and the Ladies' Guild for their help, support
and loyalty throughout the year. Also the
Colonel of the Regiment and the Guild President
for being present for she felt that without them,
there would be that feeling that someone was
missing and tonight that feeling had changed
to happiness. She thanked Miss Jean Coley
for all her hard work in making the evening
such a success and also Mrs. Everitt for her
part too in so ably assisting. Mrs. Spinner
mentioned that she had one ambition and that
was to see our Warriors' Chapel consecrated to
the memory of all Buffs who have died in Peace
or War completed and trusted the Guild would
support her in this as they have done in. the
past. In conclusion she mentioned that mem
bers had travelled up from North Wales,
Faversham, Weybridge, Brighton, Bedford and
Hereford and other distant places to be present
that evening.
The tables being cleared, dancing kept all
alive until 11 p.m., which came all too soon.
So ended another great night in the London
Ladies' Guild.
There was a large gathering of members on
Saturday, 7th October, at The Prince Alfred
Restaurant, Westminster.
MINUTES.—The minutes for the month of
September were read and signed.
WELCOME.—The Chairman, Mrs. Spinner,
welcomed Mrs. Harman, a new member, mother
of Mrs. Buxton, late 2nd Battalion, also Mrs.
Lamb and her daughter Kathleen, and said 1
how pleased the members were to have them|
with us again. Mrs. Lamb thanked the members
for the great welcome she had received and
said it was well worth travelli^:,2PQ;;;iii^ tq
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attend the Dinner and Meeting to meet her old
JUNIOR RIFLE CLUB.—It was agreed to
friends and would gladly have travelled 2,000 donate 10/ to their funds,
miles (much applause).
VISIT OF HERNE BAY—A date in December
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
was suggested for their visit, so Dover are
from Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Huy Lee, Mrs. Hogben, looking forward to it.
Mrs. _ Harris, Mrs. Hawkins, Major Peareth,
FOUND.—A badge (Life Member's) has been
r. ou d and Mr. Collins.
found. Please apply Dover Branch Secretary
REGRETS.—Regretting unable to be present
(Mr. C. Mills),
were Mrs. Norris, Mrs. Jenkins and Miss Enright.
A wreath was ordered for our annual
BIRTH.—The Chairman announced the birth
November 11th Parade.
Kir S°wr° Mt' t11 MfS\ TimmS {nhB J°an
Box Collection realized 13/.
BiDmg.) (Gregory Laurence).
wiu all members
lease „ote that the
SICK.—Members were pieased to hear that
November meeting is our Annual General
Mrs. Cotton, who has undergone another major
Meeting. What about an extra effort to attend
operation in the Women s Hospital, Chelsea, is ' this meeting
progressing favourably.
Ti.
. i
,
. ..
The Fishing Club of the Dover Branch were
OBITUARY.It was withi muclit regret Mrs.
leased to %ee Major Peareth and Major
Spinner announced the death of Mrs. Hogben s Taylor of Ramsgate on the Ramsgate Pier
8
father, ako our dear old friend Major H G. during the competition.
James. Mrs. Stone represented the members
at the funeral. As there was no time to get a
wreath it was proposed and unanimously carried
_
, n
that £5 be sent towards the cost of the stained
LADIES GUILD
glass window in. the Warriors' Chapel to the
Our Guild held its monthly meeting at the
memory of Major James.
T.A. Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, on Thursday,
DINNER.—It was proposed and carried that
^J16
insL at 3 p.m. , Mrs. Crookenden in
tbe ^hair* Mrs. C. Mills haying resigned from
as the Dinner was a great success, we should
have another next year, arrangements being ,the Secretaryship Mrs. Foulks was elected in
her stead. I am very pleased our meeting was
made for same. A vote of thanks was accorded
wel1 attended and a very enjoyable time was
to Mr. Cobb and Mr. Everett for so kindly
sPent
acting as "doorkeepers".
We are always very pleased to see
.
Mrs. Stevens, who is the wife of a very old Buff.
RAFFLES. Raffles given by Mrs. Taylor, She comes in from Broadstairs every month
Mrs. Hawkins, Mrs. Odell, Mrs. Love, Mrs. and is a wonderful old lady. A very good
Harris, Mrs. Kebbell and Nurse Evans realised
programme has been arranged for our winter
£2 10s. 8d. Very grateful thanks.
meetings. I sincerely hope the Committee will
be able to carry
out> also Whist Drives,
Mrs. Lamb and her daughter were given a
great sendoff back to North Wales, with all 0ur next meeting we are having a darts com
singing "For she's a jolly good fellow." '
petition so that we will be able to beat the
D E S,
men at the next social. I hope there will not
'
be any film scouts at the meeting when we
have Sing, Say or Pay a penny, for some of our
Dover Branch
ladies have marvellous voices.
We ^ alwaYs be Phased to welcome any
Monthly meeting held on Thursday 5th
new
members of anY branch or battalion when
October, at the Eagle Hotel, Dover. Chairman
ever theY are ln Dover,* on the first Thursday
Major Jackson opened the meeting at 8 p.m
of aiW month at 3 Pm So don't forget, all
supported by Major Hart and Committee.'
3X6 welcome.
Minutes were read.
RIFLE CLUB.—It was agreed that the Rifles
and Telescopes be insured.
FISHING.—The Branch attended at Ramsgate
and tried to beat the locals, but were not very
lucky. I am sure the locals knew the best
spots. We had a nice day and Dover con
gratulate the winners (Ramsgate)—thanks for
the outing and tea.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD
The monthly meeting was held on Tuesday,
26th September. Mrs. King Holt presided.
The Branch entertained members of the
Folkestone Branch. A Whist Drive was held
(Mrs. Valpy M.C.) after which a very successful
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Bring and Buy Sale, organised by Mrs. Skinner,
took place. Mrs. Valpy, in declaring the Sale
open, called for a vote of thanks to Mrs. Skinner
and to all who had contributed to the stalls.
The stallholders were Mrs. Skinner, Mrs.
Brooker, Mrs. Vickary, Mrs. Edwards, Mrs.
Valpy and .Mrs. Sellens. Mrs. Holt said how
pleased we all were to have Folkestone members
with us and was very glad to know some of the
prizes for Whist were going back to Folkestone.
In the name of all in Medway Branch she
thanked the Folkestone Branch for the lovely
salad bowl they had presented us with. Best
wishes were sent to Mrs. Wood, J.P. (Chairman)
and Mrs. Coote (ViceChairman), who were
unable to visit us.
Mrs. Mantell, Hon. Secretary, Folkestone,
passed a vote of thanks to all in Medway and
hoped we should all meet again in the near
future. A very nice tea was served and after
a very happy time the meeting closed.
With best wishes for a safe return to our
visitors.
M.S.
P.S.—Will you please note we have changed
our meeting day from fourth Friday to the
fourth Tuesday in each month.
Ramsgate Branch
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Association,
The Buffs, was held at the "Freemasons'
Tavern", High Street, Ramsgate, on Friday,
15th September, 1950, when the Chairman,
Mr. C. F. Fakley, was supported by Major
N. G. H. Taylor, Major H. J. Martin, Capt.
H. H. Knight, Lieut. W. Wotton and Mr.
B. E. Knott, Hon. Secretary.
The Chairman in his opening speech welcomed
the members and stated several apologies had
been received by the Secretary as there was
still a large percentage of members on seasonal
duties. Mr. Fakley extended an especial
welcome to Major H. J. Martin, a Ramsgate
Buff Officer who had returned to his native
town after over forty years in the Regiment.
He trusted that the Major would enjoy his
retirement and there was always a welcome
waiting for him by his Ramsgate comrades.
The Chairman mentioned the sad loss in the
deaths of exSgt. "Sailor" Cooper and Cpl.
French and extended the Branch's sympathy
to their relatives. Those present stood in
silence as a token of respect to their late com
rades. Reports of the Branch Shoot and details
of the Fishing Competition were given by Mr.
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J. Hogben, Social Chairman. He stated the
monthly shoot would take place on 28th
September, 1950, and he hoped that members
would endeavour to be present as to win this
competition Ramsgate must furnish a better
team as their position was only third in the
table placings.
Mr. Hogben stated that the Association
Fishing Competition had been arranged for
1st October, 1950. Mr. Norman Dawes had
promised his supervision and assistance, all
that was necessary was the attendance of the
branches who had entered. Ramsgate having
the honour of being first branch to organize the
Competition must do their best to make it a
successful event. There were still vacancies in
the teams for any member desiring to enter.
Mr. E. Stead stated that five members
attended the Battle of Britain Service at
Manston Camp on Thursday.
The Hon. Secretary, Mr. Knott, mentioned
that the Benevolent Fund was still doing good
work, several deserving cases of distress had
been assisted during August and he thanked
Mr. Fakley and Mr. Swendeli for their assistance
and interest.
Another important event was the Anglers'
event on October 1st. Our Expert Fisherman,
Dick Atkins, went on a lone trail to the West
Pier but had the success of a new rod for
company as he caught the grand total of
1 lb. 8 oz. of eels—very few fish, but a successful
event.
Press report as follows :—
The InterBranch Fishing Competition held by the
Past and Present Association The Buffs at Ramsgate
on Sunday, October 1st, produced very few fish. Most
of the catches were of the round variety. Teams were
from the Ramsgate, Margate and Dover Branches of the
Association, and the 4th (T.A.) Battalion, The Buffs.
The team event was won by the Ramsgate Branch, who
now hold the Tomson and Wotton Challenge Cup for a
year. Best individual bag of the day was by Mr. Dick
Atkins, of the Freemasons Tavern, Ramsgate, who
caught nine eels and a flat to win a rod. Second and
third aggregate catch prizes went to Mr. E. Hitch (Rams
gate) and Mr. S. Gander (Margate), and Mr. H. G.
Hughes (Margate) caught the largest round fish. A
special prize offered by the Dover Branch went to Mr.
E. Castle (Ramsgate). Mr. N. Dawes, of the Royal
Ramsgate Invicta Angling Association, officiated at
the weighin, and prizes were distributed by Major
A. J. H. Taylor, President of the Ramsgate Branch of
the Regimental Association.

Margate Branch
On Sunday, 1st October, a party of anglers
from the Branch went over to Ramsgate to
participate in the Association Fishing Com
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petition, and a few other members trekked
over later in the day to see how affairs were
progressing, fully prepared also to. assist in
carrying home the catch. Alas ! the "catch"
lay in the fact that the weather was so un
propitious that very little was caught apart
from one or two colds.
Fittingly, Ramsgate Branch, who organised
the competition, carried off the team prize, and
their genial host at the Freemason's Tavern,
Mr. Dick Atkins, received a prize of a fine
fishing rod for the biggest individual catch.
To use a cliche "a good time was had by all"
(especially the fish who stayed away).
BRANCH MEETING.—October Branch Meeting
was held on Wednesday, 4th October, at the
Drill Hall, Hawley Square, Mr. R. H. Harman
in the Chair, supported by the Hon. Secretary,
Hon. Treasurer and 16 members.
The minutes of the previous meeting having
been read, passed and signed, the much
discussed subject of social activities again
arose. The Social Committee having been
unable, so far, to present a programme, a call
for ideas was made by the Chairman. Mr.
Maxted put forward a proposition which proved
popular, and on his motion it was decided to
invite a party of Americans from the U.S.A.F.
stationed at Manston. Aerodrome to a Social
Evening—shooting match, darts and what
have you—it being suggested that they may
introduce to us further "sports and games"
to which we are strangers. We hope that by
the time these notes appear it will have
materialised and we may be able to report on
it in our next.
There being no further business the meeting
closed, and a pleasant hour was spent in amuse
ments—darts mainly (especially Shanghai).

Herne Bay Branch
On Sunday, 24th September, we had our
Branch Outing, which consisted of an afternoon
and evening drive, the route being from Branch
Headquarters, via Fordwich, Ash, Sandwich,
Deal, Dover to Folkestone and return via the
Elham Valley.
The day concerned was dull, but fine, when
we left, and pouring with rain for the return.
It was a very pleasant drive and enjoyed
by all.
We stayed for about half an. hour at Dover
and then proceeded to Folkestone where we
stopped for about two hours for tea.

I have much pleasure in stating that we
have been honoured by Major J. G. Iggulden,
who has accepted our invitation to be President
of the Herne Bay Branch.
Our Chairman and Secretary were present
on Monday, 25th September, at the meeting of
the Herne Bay Joint Committee of ExService
Men.
Mr. Davey was let off the lead for Sunday
the 24th and we extend to him our thanks for
the way he conducted the raffles during our
trip with great success.
Our next outing is to visit the Dover Branch,
and to this all members are hoping to be able
to put in an appearance.
Our numbers at our monthly meetings are
on a slight increase and during the winter we
hope to make records for attendance.
A.S.T.
Sandwich Branch
We should like to express our thanks to the
Commanding Officer and his staff for the
excellent arrangements for the August Memorial
Service and Reunion on August 13th, which
we appreciate with the utmost sincerity from
our branch.
We are glad to hear that the 1st Battalion
will be home by the end of the year unless
something unforeseen happens, which we sin
cerely hope will not.
We were very glad to see Major Peareth at
our October meeting; it was an enjoyable
evening, although the numbers were small.
Now the winter months are drawing nigh
we hope to see more of each other, and also
are looking forward for the postal shoot and
the darts competition. Although we were
bottom of the former, we hope to do better
next time. Also the time is arriving for social
activities. We know Dover are itching to get
at it and we hope to see them in the near future.
D.H.H.
4th Bn. 4<S" Gompany continued from p. 227
We welcome to our Drill Hall No. 12 (Kent) Platoon,
"C" Company, 303 Bn. W.R.A.C. (T.A.), who will be
sharing the Drill Hall with us from now on. We hope that
their stay will be a long and happy one. We feel sure
that the social life of the Company will improve and
maybe the added attraction of the fair sex may induce
more volunteers.
Since our return from Camp most of the time has been
spent in cleaning our weapons and equipment, although
we have managed to find time for "Shoot to Kill"
exercises and some miniature range practice. These
exercises are already showing results as Pte. Tribich
can now get all of his shots on the target.

V
We are now busy preparing for another Support Com
pany weekend shoot which takes place early in Novem
ber at Shorncliffe. We shall be firing both the Antitank
Gun and the 3inch Mortar. All the Company are looking
forward to this weekend and hoping that the weather
will be extremely kind and our aim good.

Invasion Coast
T^EN years ago now, almost to a day,
* We sat on Shoreham Beach : not bent on
pleasure
Among the matchboard palaces of leisure,
But wondering would Jerry come our way.
Castles of sand we built indeed, but not in. play.
Soldiers of two months' service, babes in. arms
And short of everything save hope and humour,
We dug, wired, sandbagged ; weighed the latest
rumour ;
Stoodto for the recurrent false alarms.
Too boylike to be bored, too green for any
qualms.
Today I sat on Shoreham Beach once more :
The tide of war had ebbed with Adur's waters.
Children were playing in. my old Headquarters,
Pillbox and wire had vanished from the shore ;
Only a mound shewed where the Rear Post
stood before.
But as the sea ipist swirled across the roughs
Shapes of the past refilled familiar places.
"Standto !" I breathed. . . and saw again the
faces*
Of those beloved laughing, swearing toughs, :
My lads, my old "B" Company, my brothel

Buffs!
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JOHN BLANFORD!
August, 1950.
:

H.M. PRISON SERVICE
VACANCIES FOR PRISON AND
BORSTAL OFFICERS

# Recently improved pay; Men 118/
rising to 158/6; Women 103/ to
136/9 per week.
# Free quarters or a rent allowance.
, # Free Uniform (or allowance in lieu).
# Allowances for special jobs as Instruc
tors, Tradesmen, Hospital Officers,
etc.
 Security, prospects of promotion, and
good pension (plus lump sum on
retirement).
 Holidays with pay, Men 18 days,
Women 21 days. (Plus public
holidays).
 Staff canteen and recreational and social
clubs at most stations.
QUALIFICATIONS: Good physique and
character; age 21 to 42 (up to 44!
for those with long Forces service).
Minimum height: Men 5ft 7ins.,
Women 5ft. 3ms. (or near).
First three months on temporary engagement
while training.
Write for further details to
Establishment Officer (S.J., Prison Commission,
jforseferry House. Dean Ryle Street* London, S.W. X ,
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Medicines—like people—are judged first and
foremost by what they do. On the right we
stress a few of the many things that 'ASPRO'
does — and does quickly. These claims are
proved and demonstrated every minute of the
day. For there is always somebody, some
where. who is taking 'ASPRO* and experi
encing the great relief it brings. 'ASPRO' is
safe and effective because it helps Nature
to put you right. It leaves a feeling of well
being—has no harmful aftereffects whatever.
The purity of 'ASPRO' is unrivalled; each
tablet comes to you separately sealed—un
touched by hand, unharmed by the moisture
of the air. 'ASPRO' uses are
legion—its results are sure.

LET

CONE TO YOUR AID

STOPS SORE THROAT OVERNIGHT

4 0 a .

COLDSFLU
FEVERISHNESS
DISPELLED
HEADACHES
CLEARED
RHEUMATIC
&NEURALGIC
PAINS CO
NERVINESS
SOOTHED
I AWAY

*
CHEMISTS
EVERYWHERE

Mrs. G. M., of Southgate, London, N.14, writes
" I thought I would like you to know how your
wonderful 'ASPROS' have helped me. The other
week I had a sore throat and headache and felt
Made in England by
terrible. I took 'ASPRO' with a hot drink and
.;MIT
also gargled with 'ASPRO' and the next morning *
P Lm'TED
I felt as fit as a fiddle.
I have tried other brands
Slough,
but none of them come up to 'ASPROS'."
Bucks
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The Past and Present Association
Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764,

Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PKAREIH.

BRANCHES
Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. E. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Codington Road, Ashford
Mr. E. Gould, 51 Lincolns Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

Branch
1. 1st Bn., The Buffs
2. 4th Bn., The Buffs
3. ASHFORD

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. J. W. Rossiter (Jnr.)

4. LONDON

Mr. B. W. Tong

5. DOVER

Major J. C. Jackson

Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover

6. WEALD

Col. E. B. Burns, T.D.

7. MEDWAY

Mr. F. C. Cox

Mr. E.Maxwell, 7 Stone Street, Cranbrook,:
Kent
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Strood, Rochester

8. SITTINGBOURNE

14. FOLKESTONE

Col, D. J. Dean, v.e., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
Milton Regis
Mr. B. E. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Ramsgate
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Mr. R. B, Harman
Broadstairs
Mr. L R Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Hythe
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Lane,
Mr. L F. Parratt
Thanington, Canterbury
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Mr. W. Stanard
Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone
Major A. A. West

15. SANDWICH

Mr. H. Taylor

9. RAMSGATE
10. MARGATE
11. HYTHE
12. CANTERBURY
13. HERNE BAY

16. DEAL

Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place, Faversham

17. FAVERSHAM

Major H. Jackson

18. BRIGHTON

Capt. R. J. Robertson

19. DENMARK

Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
Kegs. Lyngby, Copenhagen, Denmark

Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Brighton

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Anns, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", London Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.
Last Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers,
High Street,
Rochester,
7.30 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
East Street, 7.30 p.m.
. Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Harley Square, 8 p.m.
I,ast Wednesday in each month, British
Legion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Royal
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, R.N.O.C.
Club. 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
7.30 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, St. Hubertus
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
7.30p.m.
. ...

GROUPS
(e) Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
(d) Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

(a) Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
(b) Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

LADIES' GUILD
President: HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. E. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J, Coley* Worcesters Lodge,
Ridge Hul, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5Page Place, Folkestone

4. DEAL

Mrs. East

Mrs. G. Maxted, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6. ASHFORD

Mrs. L. King

7. SLTTINGROURNE

Mrs, M, E. Dean

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. E. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne

Branch

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, Coop.
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St.
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.
Every Fourth Tuesday, Foresters' Hall,
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill
Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.

IV.

THE BUFFS (Royal East KentgRegimeht)
Colonel

ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. . Scarlett,
D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.

.
Unit or Appointment
LIEUTENANT COLONELS
Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S. B. Africa Command.
Parry', F.nW; B.
IstBn. .
Name

MAJORS
. : ; 
Bruce, E.P. C., M.C.
Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
T/Lt.Col., |4/5th En.
"
Parry, R.F.,M.C. ...
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
Connolly, J. F.,?D:S.O.
T/Lt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Craig, B. H. ...
...
. ' .
Depot. .
Jelf,
A. G.
„
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
Craddock,R.W.,D.S.O.,M.B.F. T/Lt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B E.
T/Lt.Col., Instr. I.D.C.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.;.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Q Branch, War Office.
Harris St. John, B. J. 
Leave U.K.
Lewis, P. J. ...
1st Bn. Roval Sussex Regt.
Bailev, N. T.
1 R.W.K. *
Edlmann,,E. L C., M.C.
T/Lt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C.
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
May, J. F. Fitz G. ...
Ministry of Supply.
RavenhilLR. A. C....
G.S.O.2, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy, R. H.
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.

Lucas, J. P. ...
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., MC. ...
Blaxland,(W. G. ...
Gay, A. W. ...
Montgomery, D. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, L. P.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt., H.O., E Anglian Dist.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
T/Maj., H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
Depot.
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.3, M.I.26, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Q/iPTAiNS—continued,
'Worts., J.B.i M.C.
... lstlBn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
Semmenee, R. G. H.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers, B.A.O.R.
Court, D. N. }
....;. T/Maji, DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish

, :


Command.
GordonWilson, N. F.» M.B.EL T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash, J P, J.
L/lk.WX
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.... IstBn.
_
IstBn.
Iliffe, R. O.
Hadshar, G. ...
.«<' Depot.
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
H.C.B.T.C.rv 
*
... G.S.O.3, Hq;, Br. Tps.* Shdan. ?
4
Dent, J. E. ^
...
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
Marshall, F
... T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
Dickson.
Peckham, A. D.
... 4th Bn. Nigeria
Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J. ,.;
.., IstBn. r?v' 
 ,, 
Thorneycroft, F. E.
... IstBn.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M. ...
Gatehouse, H. R. ...
Phillips, L. M.
Griffin, C. J.
Webber, J. W..
...
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.

2ND
...
...
...
...
...
...

Williams, L. J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.

QUARTERMASTERS
... Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
... Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.

Short Service Commissions

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D
Geary, M.
Buckeridge, M.
Bailey, C. F., M.C. ...
Ford, E. N. M.C. ...
Lyons, H. S.
Minard, F. G.
Marriott, A
Pickard, D. L. L, T.D.
Stewart, EB.
Papworth, R. E.
Leates, M. M.C.
Todman, N. E. H. ...
Brooke, C. W.
Pitkin, W. H.
Carey, R., M.C.
Robertson, R. J. ...
Kille, W. E
Elliott, N. .
Ransley, E. J., M.C.
Sherwood. R. D. ...

CAPTAINS
T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office
T/Maj.
T/Maj.

4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj.
.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Eritrean Police Force.
IstBn.
9 Trav. Wing, H.Q. E. Anglia Dist.
Admin. Office, H.Q. Klagenfurt Gar.,
B.T.A.
G.S.O.3, War Offiice.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
T/Maj., H.Q. Inf. Bde. Dist.M.EL.F. 12.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
1 R.W.K.

"LIEUTENANTS
... Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
... A.D.C., Cr^ H.C. District.
... 3rd* Bn. Parachute Regt.
... Intelligence Corps Depot.
... H.Q. British Gurkhasin India, Barrack
pore.
... IstBn.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... 1 R.W.K. /
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... 1 R.W.K. >'
... 1st Bn.
. ' t

Hannan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.
Wilson, A. F. P.
Northover, J. A.
Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D....
Roseberry, L S.
Minto, I. G.,
Rowcliffe, T. A.„ Capt.
Stone, J. H., Lieut.
Corps, J., Capt.

LIEUTENANTS
IstBn.
1st Bn.
IstBn.
1st Bn.
IstBn.
H.C.B.T.C.

CAPTAINS—continued
... 1st Bn. Leave U.K.
H.Q., N. Ireland District, Lisburn,
N. Ireland.
.... 1 R.W.K.
LIEUTENANTS
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt., 18 W.O.S.B., (O.C.8.)
... 1 R.W.K.
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS
^
... Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MBLF
... H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Koag.
... Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONELS
4th Bn.: Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent*
5th Bn.: Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
LIEUTENANTS
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.
Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. T.
™
*Sajo*8
Lees, H. D.
Hews, G. R. D., M.C., T.D.
Eames, A. G.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Lewis, W. G. G.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Klean, P. H.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
QUARTERMASTER
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Williams, L. J., M.B.E. Maj. (Q.M.)
CAPTAINS
Collins, H. A. (Adjt.).
MEDICAL OFFICER
Tilleard, J.
Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
LeeRoberts, H. P.
Hannah, W. H.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
CHAPLAIN
Balding, C. E. R.
Major The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A.

Post free 
8/ per annum
4/ 6 months
2/ 3 months
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BELGIUM
FRANCE
Personalia
( I N November 10th, the Colonel of the
^Regiment was a guest at the Annual Dinner
at the Savoy Hotel of the Royal Fusiliers
Officers' Club.

MALTA
CYRENAICA
TUNISIA

LEROS
GERMANY

Brigadier E. Foster Hall represented the
Colonel of the Regiment at the Service of
Dedication of the World War 193945 Memorial
in the R.M. Memorial Chapel, Sandhurst, on
October 27th. MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan,
Colonel of the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers,
Mrs. Morgan, Mrs. Foster Hall, Majors A. G.
Jelf and E. S. Scott also attended.
Oak pews with their emblazonments were
dedicated in memory of all officers who gave
their lives in the Second World War and the
organ and the Indian Memorial in memory of
all ranks of the Indian Army.
Owing to illhealth, Brigadier H. P. P.
Robertson has had to resign his appointment at
Trieste. He is receiving treatment from which
he hopes to be fit again soon.
Major Dendy and Lieut. Pirn have recently
attended a course at the A.P.T.C., Aldershot.
The Mess Steward at Malplaquet Officers' Mess,
A.P.T.C., is Mr. Thorndycroft, late Quarter
master of the 5th Battalion. "

EGYPT
ITALY

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY
HOLLAND
BURMA
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THE DRAGON

Since the beginning of the year Major W. E.
Kille has been D.A.A.G; to an Infantry Brigatei
District in M.E.L.F. He relieved Major Guy t
of the East Surrey Regiment who was formerly
at Canterbury and Shorncliffe and is now at
Headquarters, B.T.E.
i:
We are glad to have heard from Fv R.
Palengat, who is a director of Brooks, Bodle
& Co., Ltd., in the City. In the latter part1 of
the War he "yyas 'ffpmqted Lieut.Colonel with
the job of War Office Inspector of Prisoner of
War Camps. On his inspections he regularly
interviewed Hesse, von Rundstadt, von Thomas
and other lesser of German officers and officials.
We regret to record the death of Mr. B.
Couchman (exR.S.M.), which occurred at
Canterbury on Sunday, October 15th, aged
60 years. We offer our sympathy to his wife and
family.
Mr. D. Saxby (35792), 65 Schubert Street,
Binghampton, New York State, U.S.A., writes
that he has received from Colonel Dean the new
revised edition of the Short History, and finds
it most interesting. He served in the Regiment
during the Great War 191418 and, when it
was over, was repatriated to the United States.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
BIRTH
Lindley,—On October 7th, at Louise Margaret
Hospital, Aldershot, to Judy (nee Balls),
wife of Captain P. A. N. Lindley, R.A.S.C.,
a daughter (Diana Ann).

Obituary.

Mr. Bruce Couchman, late R.S.M.
D ORN in KingstononThames in 1890 of an
'Army family, Mr. Couchman was an old
Hibernian boy. He served during the 191418
War in the King's Own Scottish Borderers and
was later transferred to The Buffs as a Company
SergeantMajor, being posted to the Depot.
Later he was appointed R.S.M. of the 4th
Battalion (T.A.). He was discharged to pension
in 1935. For a short time he was employed by
Messrs. Featherstone's of Palace Street, Canter
bury, but later became Chief Clerk in The Buffs
Depot Orderly Room. In 1940 he was a civilian
clerk in the R.A.S.C. Record Office at Hastings,
but returned to Canterbury in April this year.
He was a Life Member of the Past and Present
Association. The Buffs.

Captain O. W. Williams
The passing of Captain H. W. Williams at the
age of 63 after a serious illness bravely borne
will be deeply mourned by a host of his friends
in the Argentihe and Great Britain. He joined
the London staff of the Royal Mail Steam Packet
Co. in 1903 and owing to his astuteness in his
work he was selected to go to Argentina,
whereupon he started his long career of un
interrupted work at Buenos Aires.' Upon the*
outbreak of the 191418 War he was one 6f tbe
first volunteers to join up. He joined The Buffs
and was posted to the 6th Battalion, during
which time he gained the rank of Captain and
was severely wounded.
As a staunch exservice man he took great
and lively interest in the activities of No. 1
Branch of the British Legion, Buenos Aires.
He also was a member of the Past and Present
Association The Buffs and never forgot his old
comrades of that Regiment, especially Captain
E. Carter and R. W. Billings, the latter being
in correspondence with him to the last; his
wife Marjorie also joined with him in his
activities and loves. His activities were very
numerous, and his kindhearted ways endeared
him to all who were fortunate to know him.
R.W.B.

Regimental Christmas Card, 1950
A REGIMENTAL Card will be available for sale this
year, price 9d. each, including envelopes..
The card will have the Regimental Crest in gold on
the outside, and will be tied with the Regimental
ribbon. Inside, a double leaf will show a reproduction
in one colour of a picture, painted by Mrs. Mbwll, of
Canterbury Cathedral from Military Road. A copy of
this painting was recently presented to the Regiment by
Miss Babington on behalf of the Friends of Canterbury
Cathedral.
Cards may be ordered from the Administrative
Officer, Depot The Buffs. Cheques or Postal Orders
(which should accompany orders) should be made
payable to the Administrative Officer.

Correspondence
Sir,
In hopes of inspiring others to "go and do likewise"
I write to say how very pleased I am with this year's
Regimental Christmas cards which have reached me
safely This view of the Cathedral must have been seen
by many thousands of officers and men walking down
the Military Road.
Ninepence is certainly a lot of money but, at the price,
it is far better value than anything to be bought in the
shops.
Yours faithfully,
F. W. TOMUNSON,
i*Wr.
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Buffs Golfing Society
Autumn Meeting
T^VNCE again we are indebted
^to the Littlestone Golf
Club for their courtesy in
lending us their course for our
Autumn Meeting, and for their
hospitality throughout the
Meeting, which took place on
Saturday and Sunday, October
14 th and 15th, in perfect
weather. The course was in
excellent condition and, for
those with an eye for such
things, dotted with charming
little flowers of various
colours; whilst across the
sparkle of the sea one saw
Dungeness on the right and the white cliffs of
Perfide Albion on the left.
On Saturday, 16 members came under
Starter's orders for the Paget and Reeves Cups
in the morning, and the LyndenBell Trophy
and the Coupe des Lapins in the afternoon.
Sunday saw the second round of the Paget and
Reeves Cups and the second leg of the Bradley
Dyne Salver (the first leg having been played
in the Spring Meeting). On Sunday afternoon,
those who did not have to leave early to return
home, took part in a foursome competition.
An additional competition this year was the
match for an Ash Tray, presented by the King
George's Fund for Sailors. Several members
entered for this, all entrance fees going towards
the Fund. The Ash Tray, which was a mcst
handsome one, was won by Colonel Crookenden,
with a score of 82.
Our congratulations are due to Major Boyd
on his victories in the Paget Cup, the Lynden
Bell Trophy, the Trevor Cup and the Kenward
Cup. The Baird Cup resulted in. a tie between
Lieut.Colonels Crookenden and Hoare, who
each scored 80, the former winning the verdict
on the spin of a coin. Lieut.Colonel E. H.
Allen proved the best of three contestants for
the Coupe des Lapins, with a score of 13 down on
Bogey. Major E. Scott was successful in the
Reeves Cup, and R. H. Haselden in the Bradley
Dyne Salver. Lieut.Colonel G. E. F. Oliver
won the Junior Medal with a score of 81. The
thankless task of marking cards and keeping
the score was carried out by Colonel Knocker.
The weather throughout the Meeting was very
kind to us, and the Dormy House Club gave
us a magnificent welcome and added to the
complete enjoyment of the members by their
kindness and excellent catering. Twenty mem
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bers and guests partook of an excellent dinner
there on Saturday evening, and we were
pleased to welcome the Colonel of the Regiment,
Major F. W. Tomlinson and Mr. S. A. R. Smith,
our Honorary Auditor, as well as a new member!
Lieut. Hicks, who was on his way to join the
holding battalion at Shorncliffe q.nd seems to
have the makings of a golfer. We were glad to
have Major Scott with us again—his swing and
followthrough as immaculate as ever. After
the meal we got down to business and the
Captain (Lieut.Colonel Gi t E, F. Oliver)
nominated Lieut.Colonel N. E. Hoare to
succeed him as this year's Captain, and invited
Lieut.Colonel E. V. Argles to continue as
VicePresident, which he agreed to do. The
Secretary then gave us his report for the yeaf.
The new Captain drove himself in (with a
dummy ball) after lunch on Sunday. His ball
travelled a very short distance, but that was
more than could be said of Captain Blaxland's
drive in the foursome competition from the
same tee.
The Eclectic Competition, which was run in
conjunction with the Baird and Trevor Gups,
was well supported and raised the sum of
£2 25. Od. for the Benevolent Fund. This brings
the total so subscribed since its inception to
£172 16s. 6d.
It was noticed that there were no prizes for
the Junior Medal nor the Foursomes Com
petition and the Hon. Secretary was empowered
to make a raid on the store of silver cups in the
Depot Museum against next year's meetings.
The results of the Meeting are shown below:
PAGET CUP —Major D A Boyd (10)
...
... 157
REEVES CUP—Major E. S. Scott (2)
...
... 171
LYNDENBELL TROPHY —Major D. A. Boyd (10) 2 up
COUPE DES LAPINS —Lt Col. E. H. Allen (30) 13 down
BRADLEYDYNE SALVER —R. S. Haselden (14) ... 161
BAIRD CUP—LtCol. J. Crookenden (12)
...\ QN
LtrCol.N.E. Hoare (18) ...
. . . f m
TREVOR CUP—Major D. A. Boyd (10)
..:
...
69
KENWARD CUP—Major D. A. Boyd (10) ...
...
79
JUNIOR MEDAL —Lt Col. G. Oliver (16) ...
...
81
FOURSOMES COMPETITION —Major Scott (2)
... V
Capt Blaxland (32)... J
KING GEORGE'S FUND SILVER ASH TRAY.—Lt Col.

J. Crookenden (12)

...

...

...

. h..
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR
AUTUMN MEETINO
RECEIPTS
£ s d.
On account King George's Fund
1 14 0

Donations :
Gen. Scarlett
Captain Sinclair

...

Green Fees
Entry Fees

...

...

£l

2 1 0

...

22 10 0
8 0 0
/34

5

0
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EXPENDITURE

King George's Fund ...
..,
Littlestone G.C. Green Fees .<.
Gratuities.
...
...
Prizes ...
 ...
...
Printing
Balance,..
.

£ s. d.

1 14 0

22 10
1 0
1 2
3 5

0
0
6
2

4 13 4

/34 5 0

B.GS. v Q.Q.R.W.K. Regt. G.S.
' * . 

|

SINGLES

0
0

E. Scott
J.F.May

0
0
1

Total

1

Scott and May
'

Th% match took place on the Littlestone
Golf Links on 13th October, 1950.
Owing to there; being no roving reporter, as
on the last occasion, much of the doughty
deeds accomplished this day went/unwept and
unsung. The weeping was presumably done
chiefly by the members of The Buffs Golfing
Society, as they suffered a severe reverse, even
unto the tune of seven matches to two !
There was undoubtedly an absence of a
certain jauntiness among the B.G.S. team,
such as could have been observed on the last
occasion. Even then it turned out to have been
entirely unjustified. It was caused, no doubt,
by such impressive figures Richardson (plus
two), Scott (2), Montgomery (3) crowding into
the dressing room. I still maintain that it was
only superb generalship on the part of Wingfield
Stratford that turned a prospective victory into
a defeat for us.
This time he was dealt a hand that really
did not require much playing. Our shortest
handicap, Scott (2), succumbed to his big
brother Harold. The rest of the side ranging
about the 18 mark took the part of the floor
cloth. All, that is to say, but for one brilliant
exception, our Captain for 1951, who beat his
man by a handsome margin.
However, the pulverising of our side detracted
in no whit from the enjoyment. The weather
contributed to make it a perfect day. Brigadier
and Mrs. Merlott Chitty hospitably dispensed
drinks before lunch, and so alluring were they
that lunch was taken at a somewhat late hour.
The Foursomes were rather disorganised as
unfortunately Sir George Jessel had to retire '
owing to a wrenched muscle. Scott and May
did well to defeat Harold Scott and Wingfield
Stratford.
When the Queers Own R.W. Kent Regiment
hold their next Meeting, perhaps they will be
able to give us an Opportunity to enjoy another
day,
J.C.

0

J. Crookenden
G." Jessel
H. A. Colton ..
N. Hoare (6/5)

1
1
1
1
0

Total

FOURSOMES

... 1

Crookenden; and, Jessel j 0
Colton and Hqare ... 0
Total

Scott (3/2)^'..
Wingfield Stratford
(6/5).
.Chitty...
... i
Flint ...
Buckle (3/1) ...
Kennyside

Scott and Wingfield,
Stratford
Chitty and Flint
Buckle and KennysidH
Total

King's African Rifles & East
Africa Force Officers Dinner Club
A LL officers who have served, or who are serving
* * with either the King's African Rifles or other units
of East Africa Force are eligible to join the Club.
The membership fee is 5/ per annum.
The third reunion dinner takes place at the Connaught
Rooms, London, on Friday/ December 8th, 1950.
Tickets price 22/ (includes membership subscription)
can be obtained from : Captain R. G* N. Maws, Hon.
Secretary K.A.R. and EAF Dinner Club, 178A London
Road, Camberley, Surrey.

The Officers' Club. Aldershot
ACCOMMODATION is available for single officers
^for long or short duration.
This Club offers excellent sporting facilities, including
Tennis, Squash, Sailing, Swimming, Shooting, Fishing,
Beagles, Golf, Badminton, Bridge, and Dancing  it
has very pleasant grounds and surroundings. The
standard of catering is generally considered by visitors
to be superior to most equivalent Clubs and drinks are
at very reasonable prices.
The inclusive charge for living at the Club is five
and a half guineas a week. The train and 'bus services
are suitable for resident officers working in London
(as several already do) and the Club is a popular place
for single officers to spend a period of leave.
Further particulars may be obtained from the
Secretary, The Officers' Club, Aldershot. (Telephone :
Aldershot 136.)

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

2nd Lt. A. R. F. Dalgliesh to be Lt., 21st October, 1950.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

2nd Lt. Ian Gordon Minto from National Service
List, to be 2nd Lt., 1st June, 1950, with seniority 10th
September, 1949.
Capt. E. D. FitzGerald relinquishes his commn. on
completion of service, 1st November, 1950, retaining
the rank of Capt. '
:
continued on p. 255
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With acknowledgments to the "Kentish Express"
The Dedication of the Memorial

Memorial to the late Colonel John
Body
Wittersham Church in the afternoon of
ATSunday,
October 29th a Memorial to the

late Colonel John Body, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D.,
D.L., from all ranks of the l/5th Battalion The
Butts, was dedicated by the Rector of Witter
sham at a special service attended by Mrs.
Body and some 150 exmembers of the Battalion
in several cases accompanied by their wives.
The following Officers were presentColonel
E. B. Burns, Major E. Clarke, Major Campbell
Laverton, Captain. A. E. L. Hardcastle, Lieut.
Colonel A. F. St. A. Turner, Captain E.
Boulding and Captain W. G. Woolrich
(late R.A.M.C.).
The Memorial consists of a finely designed
container for flowers made in beaten brass by
a young Kent craftsman and standing on an
oak base made by a Wittersham carpenter.
On a copper plate attached to the Memorial
is'inscribed details of the presentation, which

record the "loyalty and affection" of all ranks
for their late Commanding Officer. Above the
inscription is fixed Colonel Body's own silver
regimental capbadge.
The Memorial has been placed under the very
beautiful window presented in memory of
Colonel Body by his widow and members of his
family.
In addition to those representing the l/5th
Battalion, several other.friends and neighbours
of Colonel Body also attended the Service, the
dignity and impressiveness of which was greatly
added to by the part played by the standard
bearers of both the Men's and Women's
Branches of the Wittersham British Legion
who, during the dedication ceremony, flanked
the window with their standards raised.
The Lesson was read by Colonel Burns, who
also spoke for a few moments of the fine record
of the Battalion in the 191418 War and of the
unique place that Colonel Body held in the
affection of all who had known him and who had
served under him.
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Before the Service a halfmuffled peal was
rung by the ringers of Bethersden Church, all
of whom had served under Colonel Body in the
1 /5th Battalion.
After the Service, tea was provided in the
Village Hall, and many were the reminiscences
exchanged and the reunions made amongst old
members of the Battalion. It was proposed
and enthusiastically agreed that a 1 /5th
Battalion Reunion Dinner should be held in
the New Year and that this should, if possible,
become an annual event.

Captain G. Johnson, D.G.M.
A recent photograph of Captain Johnson, who is ninety
years of age. He enlisted in The Buffs in 1882 serving
for 21 years and 227 days.

1st Battalion
"THE
name
of
our
^ successors
cii nn
in Khartoum
having altered three times
in as many months, and
our day of departure having
changed with almost equal
rapidity, it was altogether
very much in keeping that
there should also be an
alteration in the Battalion's
eventual destination in Eng
land. Opinion at the recent
Golfing Society Meeting at
Littlestone, we understand,
was somewhat biased in
favour of Shorncliffe, though
Colchester had its supporters ; nobody, it seems,
appears to have taken any tickets on Dover,
which has now, after all, become firm favourite.
Old Park Barracks are already wellknown to
some of us and, though at present temporarily
occupied by 1st Battalion Somerset Light
Infantry, will in due course become a most
pleasant home for the Battalion. There has
been a general and heartfelt sigh of relief that
neither Citadel nor Grand Shaft Barracks was
available for our use.
The change in the future role of the Battalion
has also been received with enthusiasm and
satisfaction. While acknowledging that the job
at Shorncliffe has to be done by someone, we
are all greatly relieved that that someone is
not, after all, to be us. Turning a handle in a
human sausage machine would have had its
drawbacks, to say nothing of the feeling of
frustrated annoyance we should all have had at
the disintegration of the Battalion as such.
At Dover we shall start with a nucleus of some
three hundred Regulars, all of whom are now
feverishly counting the days until November
19th, the day on which we pull out from Port
Sudan.
By the time these words are in print the
Battalion will, therefore, be almost on its way.
The Empire Trooper, which will have brought
out our successors, 1st Battalion East Lanca
shire Regiment, is also to bring us home and,
barring accidents—and after halts at Port Said
and Tripoli—Southampton should be reached
on December 3rd. The choice of a southern
port for our disembarkation is truly remarkable ;
somehow one always seems to associate a
station in the South of England with disembark
ation at some port such as Liverpool, South
ampton being reserved for a station such as
Catterick. However, one glance at the calendar
for December will reassure readers that, though
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the Movements boys may appear to have
slipped up over our port of disembarkation,
they are still very much on the ball where our
actual day of arrival is concerned. No doubt
someone will also arrange for it to be raining.
Contributions this month from companies and
departments are the last which will be written
from Khartoum. All contributors are being
granted a literary holiday in November and
the only Battalion article to appear in the
December issue will be one on much the same
lines as "Hong Kong to Khartoum, January,
1950", which appeared in. the February issue.
Company, etc., contributions will start again
in the first issue of the New Year.
The October weather here lived up to its
unenviable reputation for the first half of the
month but thereafter—and coincidental, it
seems in retrospect, with the arrival of the
Advance Party of our relieving Unit—the
North wind began to blow. This has made the
days more than bearable and the nights once
again extremely pleasant. This brand of
wind does not normally start operating until
the middle of November and we have been
exceptionally lucky in such an early arrival.
The East Lancashire Regiment's Advance
Party, commanded by Major Wilson, whom
some of those who were in the 2nd Battalion
at Bordon in 1937 may perhaps rememberas
an "A" Cadet, passed our own Advance Party
during the train journey to and from Gebeit.
Major Jackson and Lieuts. MonkMason and
Minto took ship to Trieste and thence overland,
an unusual and therefore, presumably, an
interesting method of getting home.
Early in the month the Commanding Officer
paid his last official visit to Gebeit to make sure
that "A" Company had got there safely. His
train journeys there and back were, we under
stand, the usual hot and uncomfortable ones,
but fortunately on the return journey it
appears that he was the only 1st class passenger
who liked whisky, of which there was one
bottle when the Colonel boarded the train.
At that particular moment the bottle was full.
Support Company also received a brief visit
from the C.O. during their final day on the
Field Firing Range out at Jebel Magrun, some
25 miles from Khartoum. Apart from a near
miss with a 3inch mortar bomb on a passing
Skymaster, the Company's fiveday camp
appears to have gone smoothly and well and
is fully covered in the Company Notes.
As forecast last month, Lieut.Colonel
Williams looked in on his return from War
minster, but was unfortunately not able to
spend more than twentyfour hours with us.
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He gave us lots of kindly messages from the
many members of the Regiment whom he had
met during his travels; should any senders of
such messages happen to read as far as this,
they will know that their good wishes arrived
safely and that they are warmly reciprocated.
An Officers' Day at the beginning of the
month gave us all an opportunity to refresh our
somewhat rusty memories on Internal Security
problems. Assisted by a largescale model of
Khartoum, ably constructed by the Intelligence
Section, a most interesting and instructive
morning was spent, discussing numerous
situations. Large quantities of very small
black beads, representing the local population,
gave a realistic touch of colour to the model.
Civilians have been pouring back from leave
in large numbers during the month and we
have met up again with many individuals and
families whom we had rather forgotten about
during the hot weather. Such mass arrivals,
the beginning of entertainment on a larger scale
than we have known for some months, our own
Sergeants' and Corporals' farewell parties
more fully dealt with elsewhere—and other
frolics and capers of a similar nature are all
signs and portents that the sands of our time
here are fast running out, and that soon we shall
be taking our last look at Khartoum from a
railway carriage window.
Before that moment arrives, however, we
shall have held, early in November, our own
farewell cocktail party in the Mess garden ;
and the Band and Drums will have given their
final performance of Beating of Retreat, this
time in the Palace Garden at the special request
of His Excellency the GovernorGeneral. As
this will be only the second time in 52 years
that such a thing will have happened, it can be
counted as a very signal honour for the Regi
ment. Next month's issue will describe it all in
detail.
Sports Reports
The month of October has seen the start of soccer;
the closing down of cricket, the squash handicap
competition and the final games in the basket ball and
volley ball Harris Shield competitions.
Soccer is, of course, by far the most popular game in
the Battalion, and the Junior League has added even
greater enthusiasm, and it is always a question as to
when grounds can be rested.
. The various games are summarised below, and it can
be seen that there has been quite a lot "going on".
Many officers and other ranks have put in a lot of
work in organising games, competitions and matches,
and our thanks are due not only to them, but to
umpires, referees and players.
One can only hope that there are the same facilities
for playing games at our new station in England, as
there are in Khartoum,
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CRICKET

The season is now over, and cricketers who have
toiled in the heat for six months look forward to the
next season in England, a green wicket, and of course,
less intense heat.
The Harris Shield finally resulted in a tie between
"S" and "Q" Companies, and the table reads as follows :
P.
W.
T.
L.
Pts.
"S" Company
... 5
3
0
2
6
"Q" Company
. .. 5
3
0
2
6
"A" Company
... 5
2
1
2
5
"B" Company
... 5
2
1
2
5
"C" Company
... 5
2
0
3
4
"H" Company  ... 5
2
0
3
4
The two companies are to be congratulated on their
victory, which was thoroughly deserved ; all companies
had their ups and downs in this competition, and one
could never be sure what would happen, but the most
consistent were "S" and "Q" Companies.
The Battalion side cannot be said to have had a very
successful season, that final bit of punch being lacking
to close a narrow gap, and resulting in losses of four
matches by very narrow margins.
What with the two Junior Leagues, the Knockout
Competition, the Senior Leagues, and the friendly
matches, it has been a busy and enjoyable season.
The final match of the season is described below.
OFFICERS OF THE GARRISON V OTHER RANKS OF THE
GARRISON

On the 12th and 13th October, 1950, the last match
of the Services season took place on the South Barracks
cricket ground between the Officers of the Garrison and
the Other Ranks of the Garrison.
On paper, the Officers had the stronger side, in spite
of being four regular players short; the Other Ranks
XI contained batting and bowling that could win the
match for them.
The Battalion was well represented on both sides,
seven Officers and six Other Ranks being selected.
As is usual in Khartoum, the match was played during
two afternoons and each side could bat for a maximum
of 38 overs.
Major Ormiston and 2/Lieut. Snowden opened for
the Officers, and in. the opening over two wickets fell.
First, a very short run was attempted, Q.M.S.I. Spinner
fielding close in at cover threw the wicket down, and
2/Lieut. Snowden was out by yards. This was followed
by Captain Thorneycroft presenting a "dolly" catch to
short leg with his first ball, which Pte. Fuller made
no mistake about. With 2 wickets down for 4 runs, the
Other Ranks were on their toes whilst Majors Grace
and Ormiston resisted fiercely. With 21 runs on the
board, when they both looked to be getting set, Major
Grace drove the ball hard over midoff's head, who
got his hand to the ball but could not hold it. Cpl.
Moore recovered the ball very quickly indeed, the
wicketkeeper made no mistake with a good return,
and Major Ormiston was the second batsman to be run
out in the Officers' side.
21 for 3 ; if the pressure could be kept up, the Officers
might be got out cheaply.
Major Grace and 2/Lieut. West, both hardhitting
batsmen, soon showed however that it was the batsmen
who had got themselves out, and runs came fast and
furiously, with drives and pulls all round the wicket.
It was good to see 2/Lieut. West in form again. Major
Grace, who so often has had to carry sides on his
shoulders, showed once again they were quite broad
enough.

Under this onslaught the fielding
deteriorated,
chances were not taken, and the stand produced 97
runs. Major Grace reached the boundary six times in
his 62, and 2/Lieut. West hit two 6's and twelve 4's in
his 87.
It was now a question of how many runs could be
scored in the overs remaining, one of the faults of this
"overs" system.
Captain ffrench Blake made a dozen good runs and
the remainder of the side "had a go".
The innings closed with the score at 191 for 9 ; a good
score after so disastrous a start.
Sgt. Hubbard was the most consistent of the Other
Ranks bowlers, taking 3 for 56. Q.M.S.I. Spinner set a
good example in the field, and if all catches had been
held, the Officers might not have reached three figures.
The following afternoon Cpl. Weatherall and Q.M.S.I.
Spinner opened for the Other Ranks, and started scoring
all round the wicket. The first wicket fell at 23 when
Spinner was taken at short leg.
Cpl. Moore as soon as he came in settled down, being.
particularly strong on the leg side, whilst Cpl. Weatherall,
one of the most improved players this season, played
some delightful off drives and used his feet well. It was,
however, whilst getting out to drive that he missed the
ball and was smartly stumped by Captain ffrench Blake.
Cpl. Moore continued to play delightfully, but with
his score at 45 he was beaten by Captain Lathan's
faster ball.
Wickets then fell quickly and from being 97 for 2 at
one stage, the Other Ranks were now 109 for 6.
Bdsmn. Fisher made a good 16, and for a few overs
it looked as if there might be a close finish, but bad
running between wickets in this game seemed to be
infectious, and he too attempted the impossible and
was run out by yards ; 18 wickets fell during this
match, and five of them were through run outs.
Major Smith held the last catch of the season at deep
square leg from a hefty hit off Pte. Peddar, and the
innings closed for 149 giving the Officers a victory by
42 runs.
The bowling of Captain Lathan once again proved
its value, many batsmen being unable to fathom his
change of pace and spin.
There was one unfortunate accident during the
game, when Pte. Fuller, whilst bowling, put his shoulder
out and had to be carried off the field. It was soon put
right, though he took no further part in the game.
The score sheet reads as follows
Officers
Major Ormiston, run out
...
...
2/Lieut. Snowden, run out ...
...
Capt. Thorneycroft, c Fuller, b Hubbard
Major Grace, c Sharpe, b Fuller
...
2/Lt. West, c Fisher, b Spinner
...
Capt. Lathan, b Hubbard ...
...
Capt. ffrench Blake, b Spinner
...
Lt. Gillum, lbw, b Hubbard ...
...
Major Smith, retired ...
...
...
Capt. Eales, not out ...
...
...
2/Lt. Grugeon, not out
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
Total (9 wickets)

...

...

...
7
... 0
... 0
... 62
... 87
... 0
... 12
... 7
... 8
... 0
... 0
... 8
... 191

Bowling.—Hubbard, 3 for 56 ; Spinner, 2 for 46 ;
Fuller, 1 for 30.
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1.

Other Ranks
Cpl. Weatherall, st ffrench Blake, b Lathan
Q.M.S.I. Spinner, c Thorneycroft, b Gillum
Cpl. Moore, b Lathan ...
Cpl. Sheppard, run out
Pte. Harms, b Gillum...
S.Q.M.S. Miller, c and b Lathan
Sgt. Gardner, not out...
B/M. Sharpe, run out...
Bdsmn. Fisher, run out
Sgt. Hubbard, c Grugon, b Lathan
Pte. Paddar, c Smith, b Snowden
Extras

28

11
45
6

3

1

13
3
16
3
6

14

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

"Q" Company
"A" Company
"S" Company
"C" Company
"B" Company
"H" Company

..
..
.,
..
..
..

18 points
13 points
11 points
10 points
6 points
2 points

After the strenuous duration of interplatoon and
mtercompany matches throughout the summer, it is
perhaps inevitable that the game should have lapsed
somewhat of late. But nevertheless it has been a most
popular sport, and in addition has always proved a
faithful standby to vary the daily P.T. parades.
We shall look forward to a revival of Battalion
interest in the game in our new station.

149

Total...

SQUASH RACQUETS

Bowling.—Gillum, 2 for 22 ;

Lathan. 4 for 34

Snowden, 1 for 27.
The Officers of the Garrison won bv 42 runs

Like all our sports squash is drawing it its inevitable
close in Khartoum. We have had a full month, and
as a finale to the season two matches were played on
the last day of the month—both, as it were, finals for
the ladder competition. In the first match Major Grace
defeated Lieut. Gillum by 59, 94, 93, 39, 91, and in
the second L/Cpl. Grogan defeated Sgt. Davidson (our
R.A.E.C. Instructor attached to the Battalion) by
95, 93.
Prizes were then presented to L/Cpl. Grogan for his
victory, and to Major Grace and Capt. Thorneycroft,
the winner and runnerup respectively in the handicap
knockout competition held earlier in the month.
This knockout competition proved the greatest
success. Unfortunately it.coincided rather closely with
the departure of the Advance Party, so the rounds had
to be played off with some speed.

'Q' Gompany Team—Winnersgof Harris Shield
Basket Ball
Back Row : Cpl. Weatherall, Bdsm. Young
Front Row : L/C. Munns, Bdsm. Gornall, Bdsm. Mitchell

BASKET BALL

After a few months of silence we return to print
with the news that the Harris Shield League is now
completed, thanks to the return of "B" Company from
Gebeit. The "B" Company players at times appeared
a little exasperated by the regularity with which they
were expected to turn out, but they were the common
factor in all 8 games so that had to be.
At the end of it all "Q" Company team, in the shape
of the Band, were undisputed winners of the competition.
The final placings with scores were :—

Major Grace, playing off —5, was nevertheless
favourite throughout, and was never really extended
until the final. Capt. Thorneycroft, who had been
awarded a somewhat generous handicap of scratch,
had disposed of the C.O., Lieut. Gillum and Captain
Morgan in that order with varying degrees of ease,
and it seemed probable that he would give the 2 i/c a
good run for his money. Major Grace starting 5 marks
in arrears was at a definite disadvantage against his
tenacious opponent, and the first three games were all
extremely close, Captain Thorneycroft winning one.
In the third game Major Grace made a spectacular
recovery. From the score of 2—8 he went away to
win 10—8. His killing of the ball was masterly in its
ruthless accuracy.
Both players were obviously tiring in the fourth game
and Major Grace played quite comfortably to win the
game and the match.
By and large, our squash in Khartoum has been most
successful. Possibly one had hopes that more other
ranks would take part. But the enthusiasts have
certainly made full use of the facilities, and we look
forward to a revival of play in the near future.

VOLLEY BALL

The Harris Shield Volley Ball League started in
September and "B" Company, recently returned from
Gebeit, surprised everyone by beating "S" Company,
the favourites, in their first game. Perhaps "S" Company
had been a little over confident, for they subsequently
defeated "B" Company in their second game, but it
turned out to be "B" Company's only defeat.
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On the whole the standard of play was not as high as
was seen during the InterPlatoon League; possibly
the forthcoming attractions of football was the cause.
The final placings are as under :—
"B" Company
"S" Company
'*Q" Company
"C" Company
"H" Company

P.

8
8

8

8
8

W.
1
6
4

1
1

L.

1

2
3
6
7

D.

Pts.
14
12
9
3
2

SWIMMING

Due to the Battalion's impending move to the Home
County it is perhaps fitting that this month's Dragon
should include a summary of this year's swimming.
This month has seen few water polo matches. The
most noteworthy were however R.A.F. v Battalion
team which the former lost by 2 goals to 3, Gordon
College v Battalion team which the former won by
2 goals, and last but not least, Advance Party East
Lanes, v Battalion team which the former lost by
10 goals to 2.
The Gordon College game was played in their baths,
and being smaller the Battalion players, although
faster, gained no advantage. It is hoped to have a
final with the Students on our home ground and our
hopes are high for success, Atbara Sports Club have
again generously invited the Battalion team up to
Atbara for water polo and a swimming gala, but un
fortunately the Battalion move date is too near, and it
has had to be turned down. The information has been
passed on to the East Lanes., and it is expected that
they will take advantage of it. This year's swimming
activities have been concentrated on two main aspects,
Swimming Galas and Water Polo.
While companies were training for the former it was
appalling to find the number of soldiers who could not
swim. Some steps have been taken to remedy this
situation but there has been a serious lack of instructors
and, let it be added, a certain lack of enthusiasm on the
part of the nonswimmers. Water polo, it would be
fair to say, has met with some success. For the first
time in the Battalion overseas tour water polo has been
played on a company level. The first games were played
with homemade rules and plenty of enthusiasm. The
Harris Shield was won by "Q" team without losing or
drawing a match. A notable success was when the
Battalion team walked off with the Sudan Star Knock
out Cup at the Garrison Swimming Gala.
Since the Garrison Gala, the Battalion team has
been coached by Mr. Pickering who not so long ago
played for the "Penguins", a notable London team.
Shooting and passing have improved immensely and
it is hoped to reform the team at home and put the
Battalion in the "Swimming News".

FOOTBALL

Services football in Khartoum is organised under the
auspices of the Khartoum Garrison Football League
Committee. The league consists of twelve teams, five
of them are entered from The Buffs, R.A.F. provide
two teams, and R.E.M.ER. Signals, B.M.H., H.Q.
Troops, and R.A.O.C. enter one team each to complete
the twelve.
>

The company teams made rather a bad start and the
standard of play was not as high as had been hoped.
Luckily this was only a phase and both teamwork and
individual play have improved considerably during the
last fortnight. Shortage of space prevents a description
of all games but mention must be made of one or two.
"H" Company have recorded the highest score in the
League with a fine 8—0 victory over R.E.M.E. There
was no doubt about the result from the kickoff whistle,
the team played together splendidly throughout and
obtained their victory through sheer good play. The most
closely contested match of all was probably the one
played between "C" and "S" Companies. It was
obvious that both teams were determined not to concede
a single point, the result was a game of good robust
succer that was full of thrills ending in a draw of
1st Battalion, The Buffs v The Rest of Khartoum Garrison
On the Gordon Memorial College ground on 2nd
November, 1950, before H.E. The GovernorGeneral
(Sir Robert Howe), the Kaid (MajorGeneral R. L.
Scoones) and a large crowd of Service and civilian
spectators, The Buffs met the Rest of the Khartoum
Garrison in the first major game of the season, and
the last for The Buffs.
The starstudded Garrison team was hot favourite
but they could not stand up to a transformed team from
The Buffs. Their teamwork was of the highest standard,
the firsttime accurate passing was a joy to watch.
They tackled confidently, invariably with success, and
their positioning and speed made the fast Garrison side
appear slow.
The match started promptly at 4 p.m. and to the
dismay of The Buffs spectators the Garrison side swept
down the field, passed the ball out to Blackburn on the
rightwing, who rounded The Buffs back and shot past
Bailey for the first goal. It was then that The Buffs
really settled down and Russell, pouncing on a loose
ball, sent in a ground shot for the equalizer. After some
fifteen minutes' further play, with good movements
being made by both sides, Fuller went into action on
the right wing. Beating everyone that tackled, he
worked around the full back, reached the goal line and
suddenly sent a quick pass to an unmarked Wilkes at
inside right. Wilkes' first time kick bounced back from
the goalie but he made no mistake with his follow up
shot and The Buffs were one up.
During the interval and before the match the Band
of The Buffs played under the direction of .Bandmaster
Sharpe—further evidence of a thoroughly wellorganised
afternoon's entertainment.
After the interval the Garrison went all out and
succeeded in drawing level, after a nice move by Disney
on the left wing. Two minutes later Russell came from
the halfway line, left two defenders completely baffled
and shot from 30 yards into the top righthand corner
of the Garrison net. The Garrison team fought very
hard to equalize again but The Buffs could not be
stopped and Buckley on the left wing sent in a shot
from 30 yards which Moore fumbled, and the last goal
of the match had been scored.
The Garrison team continued to attack at the least
opportunity but it was The Buffs day. Bailey in goal
scarcely put a foot wrong and Williams and Seal
supported him strongly. O.R.Q.M.S. Russell, The Buffs
captain, played a brilliant game and was the brain
behind most of The Buffs attacks.
It would take too long to analyse each player's game ;
sufficient to say that both teams played good, clean
football and gave the spectators a display of how the
' game should be played.

the dragon
After the game The Buffs were presented with the
match ball, mounted on a suitably inscribed ebony
base. H.E. The GovernorGeneral and The Kaid both
autographed the ball which was afterwards escorted by
both teams to the celebration supper at South Barracks
and suitably christened after everyone had signed it.
It will remain with us as a valued souvenir of a great
game and as a reminder of all our friends in the Khartoum
footballing world.
Sergeants' Mess
In a very short time now the Battalion should be on
the high seas and at long last approaching England's
green and pleasant land.
Our dreams of returning home are becoming less of
an obsession and more of a .reality with every day.
Violent discussions as to the exact date of sailing break
out periodically in the Mess, long forgotten greatcoats
arid battledresses are having their faces lifted and kit
bags, cases, and boxes are being stencilled with the
proud symbols "1st Battalion, The Buffs, Old Park
Barracks, Dover", Even the resumption of Palace
Guards and Junior League Football are treated as
mere diversions before the big day.
But what of the Sudan ? Were Khartoum and El
Gebeit really as bad as our mutterings and occasional
fit of melancholy would have led the casual onlooker to
believe ?
Thrown together as we are in a glorified oasis like
this, life became a test of adaptation to conditions.
To quote the Old Soldiers, "It's what you make it."
In Khartoum I think we made it worth while.
To this end we were greatly assisted by the excellent
facilities available for sport. The Mess turned out
representative teams for football, hockey and cricket,
and even if we did not gain recognition as the Sportsmen
of the year we enjoyed ourselves immensely. The
billiard table and dartboard have had an unfailing
popularity among the members. At times it was well
nigh impossible to get a game of tennis on the Mess
court. We had our Fred Perrys in O.R.Q.M.S. Russell
and Sgt. Richards, R.A.E.C., and our Gorgeous Gussies
in Sgts. Diamond, Brice and Adams. As somebody
remarked : "After you've seen that court on a Sunday
morning you've seen everything."
And the fishing trips to Jebel Aulia Dam. If there is
in existence a society for the prevention of cruelty to
fish they could do well to instal a branch in South
Barracks. It certainly was not sport, but very good
fun, and whether the harvest was fiftypounders or
only sunburnt legs and mild hangovers the day was
always considered well spent.
The highlights of our social activities were the two
Mess dances held in April and October. They were
attended by the Kaid, the C.O. and representatives
from all uriits of the services in Khartoum, plus numerous
outside guests. The very high standard of entertainment
set by the two committees, under C.S.M.s White and
Callaway, was a credit to the Mess and the Battalion.
The two most notable additions to our Mess have
been R.S.M. Weeks and Bandmaster Sharpe. We are
very proud to have such fine men and capable soldiers
with us in the Mess.
Sgt. Diamond took over the duties of Mess Caterer
from Sgt. Latkins in July. He serves beer and wise
cracks with equal adroitness and if, on occasion, the
beer was a little warm or the cracks a bit too pointed
we remember that he leads a hard life and swallow his
offerings without resentment.
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About a dozen members have been attending tuition
for the Army first. Several evenings every week the
cry, "Anybody coming over to school?" would be
heard in the bar ; let's hope we ail get through.
We remember also the trips down the Nile in the
Kaid's launch, the Mess dinners, band concerts and
social evenings. All in all they made life worth living.
On the debit side there were the "huboobs" that
made sleep impossible, the torrential rain that converted
the barracks into a quagmire and put us on emergericy
rations, the power cuts that threw the cinema
programmes into confusion and all the time the Sudan
sun.
To the advance party of the East Lancashire Regiment
we bequeath all this. We hope they will enjoy their
stay here ; we even think they will. We are goifig home.

Corporals' Club __
The long and tedious journey from Hong Kong over,
the dust and dirt washed away, the Corporals got their
Club going and settled themselves in at Khartoum.
They had ideas—or what the prosaic call prospects—
of how the ensuing months would be spent. The first
instance of this was the effect that the Club itself had
on the members ; not wholly because it looked com
fortable, but one felt that here was a room that could
be conducive to fellowship and good company.
After the initial "settling in", a Mess meeting was
held, to form the necessary committees, etc., to ensure
a well run club. It was decided, at this first meeting,
that the Corporals wished to dine separately, arid' on
this proposal a room was found which could be decorated
and was duly used as the Dining Room. It was con
veniently near the Club itself, thus an easy step in order
to supplement any shortage of food or drink that might
have occurred. During the hot months, if one so desired,
one could have tea out on the terrace, or on a patch
of grass which the NAAFI had diligently tried to make
into a lawn, sitting under gaycoloured, gigantic
umbrellas, watching the activity on the Blue Nile
River. Night after night, in those first few months,
aftertea conversations would continue long after the
sun's rays had slipped down behind the lofty Blue
Nile Bridge.
The Club sports an excellent billiard table ; and
round this, nightly, snooker enthusiasts cluster to praise
or ridicule the veterans or novices respectively. It has
become rather an obsession with the Corporals, and
rarely is the table not booked. The members are riot
given, to issuing challenges, modesty not permitting,
nevertheless they did challenge the Sergeants' Mess,
who are, by dint of tradition, veritable giants at the
three closeknit club games of snooker, darts and cards.
This correspondent failed to glean any of the results—
a convenient loss of memory no doubt!
This station may be paradise enough for not a few
what with nine almost continuous months of brilliant
sunshine, a couple of rather questionable cabarets,
afternoon siestas, a good swimming pool, pitches and
fields suitable for playing hockey, rugby, football and
cricket—this last being very much in evidence during
the hot months—and courts for squash and tennis.
But if one allows it, a certain lethargic feeling creeps
over one and a desultory attitude follows which could,
and in some cases I fear has, left members Of the Club
irritable and short tempered and not in the least inclined
to participate in any game or function—especially in
the afternoons. But some gallants managed to overcome
being overcome by the heat and a word may be said
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here of tlje matches—Sergeants' Mess v Corporals'
CJub at cricket—which it is pleasurable to record that,
on both challenge and return matches, the Club were
the better team by as much as two and four wickets
respectively.
After this, confidence was running high, and a
challenge was issued, this time for soccer; it was won
by the junior Mess showing a comfortable result of 3—1.
Outdoor shorts now seemed to hate cottoned on, so a
team of the best swimmers in the Club were selected
and trained for water polo. There were many friendly
games hardly worth recording, but they did play "Q"
Company—not a very impressive statement perhaps,
but with a little added1 background knowledge/ as we
continue, may gather the moss of achievement. The
alhpowerful "Q" Company team have never lost a
match to anyone, they have continually outswum,
outmanoeuvred, and outstayed all comers over an
appreciable length of Time ; and when, in front of a very
large crowd, won outright the extremely handsome
"Sudan Star Challenge Cup", they received a hearty
and well deserved round of applause. MajorGeneral
R. L. Scoones very kindly spared the time to present
the Cup. Such was the "background" of the team the
Corporals issued their challenge to. Happily it was
not the complete defeat that was expected. The Club
played their level best and once or twice in the three
matches that were played, "Q" team must have felt
no little strain. Notwithstanding, "Q" team won all
three games with the close results of 31, 32, 32.
The Club tried to form a Rugger team, with the
intention of »playing the officers, but half the team
left for the U.K. and now that the Rugger season is
upon us, there is little chance of training sufficient
players before the Battalion moves to England,
Everyone endeavours to be cool but usually fails.
Not so one intrepid little band of members, however,
who took the opportunity of a cruise up the Blue Nile
River. This was accomplished through the generosity
of the Kaid who loans out his launch on request to any
service party. The destination was Crocodile Island—
why it is socalled is anybody's guess ; owing the lack
of the reptiles is as good as any. From all accounts the
trip was quite a happy one, and even if uneventful,
managed to pass off another of those days that come,
thankfully, but once a week—the one day when even
the staunchest succumbs to a combination of lethargy,
lassitude, languor and longing—the Khartoum Sunday.
Other trips were devised to ensure at least partial
weekend recovery. This outing starts in the early
hours of a typical, tranquil Sunday ; and one clambers
aboard a Q.L. (which seems to be too tall and too narrow
for any safe or stable cornerturning) and rockets off
to the Jebel Aulia Dam, some thirty miles distant.
One finds the dam actually windswept and cool.
Objective : to fish.
, A small party from the Club did go and they did fish ;
of course they caught nothing, perhaps because they
didn't fish long enough. You see, after arriving at the
dam one is naturally thirsty, so the next hour is spent
consuming endless bottles of lemonade, discussing
various aspects of angling, hooking, or the more refined
art of fouling. The following hour is .taken up by putting
the diverse suggestions into practice, and by then it is
time for lunch ; so off one troops to the little rest house
on the hill (which sounds rather like the title of a
disconsolate ditty) where a native "farasK" prepares
and serves up lunch, the question of the meal being either
good or bad, rather depends on what one brings. It is

very cool and peaceful up there, as it is situated amongst
tall trees and bushes that shade and protect the little
bungalow from the scorching sun. Whilst waiting for
the,meal to be cooked one can sit in a very comfortable
and darkened lounge, on large, comfortable settees
and armchairs. It almost makes one regret having to
leave. . . . Coffee having been consumed and cigarettes
produced, some keen member suggests that lunch is
over and brightly announces a hasty return to the dam ;
he is stared at with the ponderous concentration of
men tottering on the edge of neurasthenia, and only a
silent shuffle denotes the departure of the others as
they slink into the various bedrooms, to lie in open
mouthed comas, staunchly dreaming of fish ! .,
Not a few of the Club members get together on many
and curious quests, all of which cannot be related, but
could include cycle rides to Omdurman to view the
Mahdi's Tomb, jaunts up the White Nile, excursions via
Gordon's Tree and many other places of interest.
A "Smoker" was held on 24th June, and an extremely
successful one at that; a vote of thanks must, I feel
sure, be extended to Cpl. Lauder, now with the South
Wales Borderers in Asmara, for a most satisfactory
display of food. The event was held in the openair
theatre belonging to the C. of E. Institute and tables
were arranged round the stage, where, it was hoped,
some of the talent that is usually found latent at such
functions would come to life. The Club, quite naturally,
sorted themselves into groups of either friends and/or
Companies/Departments, to await the arrival of the
various Officers and Sergeants invited. The guests
arrived and were duly claimed by their respective
Companies, and soon the atmosphere of formality that
had pervaded was dispelled ; and now a huge assembly
of members and their guests were talking quite freely.
Everyone was wandering around in a most abandoned
manner partaking of aperitifs, cheesestraws, prawns
in aspic, chipalatas, fresh salad, nuts, sweets, beer,
wine, fruit, ice cream, buttered sandwiches of cress,
cheese, ham, bacon, tongue, lettuce, tomatoes and
ONIONS ! ! After appetites had been appeased and
thirsts slaked, various members concluded the evening
in impromptu songanddance acts, not forgetting to
mention Sgt. Diamond's sardonic representation of the
much publicised Bruce Woodcock and Lee Savold fight;
plus a rendering from Sgt. Brice of the dialogue of a
recent film.
A notable event in the life of the Club was the arrival
of R.S.M. E. Weekes, to whom we extended a sincere
welcome, and, indeed, still do. He has the interests of
the Club very much at heart and we are looking forward
to running, under his direction, a very worthwhile and
keen Club when the Battalion moves to the U.K. We
are not, however, forgetting C.S.M. G. Faulkner, who
succeeded, under these exacting conditions, in keeping
the Club fully entertained.
Although the position and seclusion of the separate
dining hall was appreciated, one fact stood out; late
comers were often faced with a plate of cold food. There
were no facilities for keeping hot foot hot or, conversely,
cold food cold. So it was proposed that part of the
Men's Dining Hall should be partitioned off and used
for the Corporals. This was done, and is now running
very successfully.
As it was nearihg the end of our stay in Khartoum,
it was fitting to hold a farewell dinner. The Mess
President and the various committees put in some
very hard work to ensure as pleasant an evening's
entertainment as possible. The Manager of the NAAFI
Club was approached, arid eventually the lawn was
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secured for the occasion. It was a formal affair but,
due to lack of funds, only a limited amount of guests
were invited among them, of course, the Commanding
Officer and the SecondinCommand. Unfortunately,
the C.O. could not attend Owing to a previous engagement
with the Kaid.
It was a goodly spread and excellently served con
sidering that the Sudanese in general are not renowned
for their culinary prowess. To express it in the vulgar
parlance, let it be said that a good time was had by all.
And so ends our time in Khartoum. When next you
read about us we shall, we hope, be safely installed in
Dover, with the Sudan, the heat, the comings and
goings—all just another memory. Until then, so long.

H.Q. Gompany
COMPANY H.Q.
In attempting to review the past nine months in
Khartoum, most of us will agree that we are glad to be
leaving. This is, of course, largely due to the fact that
the Battalion is going home and most of us, who have
been overseas now for nearly three years, would be
glad to leave anywhere under such circumstances.
In spite of the heat, which at times has been intense,
the haboobs during the summer of which frequent
mention has been made in these columns already and
of a certain boredom due to the inevitable sameness of
everyday' life here, the time has flown and we have
many pleasant memories upon which to look back.
One of the most pleasant aspects of Khartoum has
been the attitude of the people who live here. They
have always been friendly and hospitable and have
gone out of their way to show that they have liked
having The Buffs in the Garrison. We feel that we are
leaving behind many good friends.
Headquarter Company, as our readers will know, is
an organization about as big as the rest of the Battalion
put together, and although we are split into two halves
for sporting purposes, should in theory be able to give
a good account of themselves in Battalion games. We
feel justified in boasting a little, however, for, as has
been previously noted, we have excelled in the field of
Sport. "Q" Company won the coveted Harris Shield
and Water Polo Competitions while the Band was
successful in the volley ball tournament.
First among the main items of interest during our
stay here was the loss of C.S.M. Champion to a Drill
Course at Caterham and his replacement by C.S.M.
Maker. Although at the time various unkind remarks
were made in these notes about the former's farming
instincts, they were kindly meant and we missed him a
lot. However, we were more than recompensed by
his successor who has shown himself to be as efficient
as his very exacting job requires him to be.
Cpl. Bird—another old H.Q. Company character
so well known to all and rather too well to a few as the
Company Orderly Sergeant, was another loss. He was
replaced by Cpl. Scott who has been proving to us—in
the words of the song—"What it is he has that we
haven't got".
We have recently bewailed the loss of our Company
Commander, Major G. H. A. Yates, and welcomed in
his place Major C. B. Gray, although we fear that w.e
shall lose him too on our return to U.K. We hear that
the Military Secretary has his claws into him and he is
to be returned to the great General Staff from whence
he came to the Battalion.

In conclusion, may we add a few words of appreciation
of the staff of Company H.Q. now resplendent in their
new office building—albeit the ceilings and walls are
beginning to fall about their ears as soon as the C.S.M.
forms up orders or the Company Commander calls for
more tea.
It is a well known adage that well administered soldiers
are happy and efficient soldiers. It is therefore reasonable
to assume that much of the credit for the cheerful and
able way in which the N.C.O.s an'd men of H.Q. Company
carry out their duties is due to the administrators of
Company H.Q.—the C.Q.M.S., the Pay Clerk and the
Company Clerk.
Of the C.Q.M.S. little need be said as he is too well
known already, but it is sufficient to record that since
he has been our Colour Sergeant, only one stoppage for
Barrack Damages has been necessary and many a man
apprehensively awaiting P.1954 action outside liis
office has retired precipitously followed by "buckshee"
replacements for his missing clothing, muttered im
precations hurled through the window and his A.B.64
Part 2 unsullied by the fatal red entries.
L/Cpl. Swain, ably assisted by Pte. Shields, has, by
working hard and methodically, maintained our Pay
in good order in spite of the inevitable lack of l483's
and of the complications due to the recent increases in
Pay.
Finally, the Company Clerk, L/Cpl, Reeve, whose
memory for regimental numbers, Christian, names, ages,
dates of joining, etc., is astoundingly accurate, has
saved much time and energy for the rest of the staff
on so many occasions.
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM

It was nine months ago that The Buffs arrived in
the Sudan. Around us there appeared a different race
of people, the climate was very much hotter, and the
surrounding country an opposite to that of Hong Kong.
Gradually, however, we all settled down to fit ourselves
into this new way of life.
In the Battalion Orderly Room work went on unf
changed. Owing to the climate, work officially ended
just before lunch, but the amount of work did not lessen,
and our staff have often been seen at their workbenches
in the afternoons and evenings, keeping true to the saying
"the show must go on".
Old faces have given way to new. Those who have
left the Orderly Room include Hoskings and Langley
for N.S. Release^ and L/CpL Morris, who we sincerely
hope successfully passes his W.O.S.B. The new members,
Ptes. Hinton, O'Regan and Wright soon settled doWn in
their respective jobs. Cpl. Edwards, who rejoined the
Battalion and the Orderly Room at Singapore, is still
with us and, like. Willcox, looks as though he will be a
permanent fixture.
Undoubtedly the two most enjoyable occasions, in
the Sudan were the trip up the Blue Nile on the Kaid's
launch Heron, and the fishing expedition to Jebel
Aulia Dam on the White Nile.
In sport we have contributed our share for the
Battalion. O.R.Q.M.S. Russell, Cpl. Edwards and
O'Regan showed their questionable prowess at cricket.
Cpl. Edwards and O'Regan both took part in the
Officers versus The Rest of. the Battalion at Squash, *
and although they gave of their best were well beaten
by the Officers' skill, knowledge and experience of thq
game. In volley ball and basket ball practically all the
Orderly Room staff have turned put and enjoyed many
an exciting game. And now, the O.R.Q., Hintpn and
O'Regan are practising hard for the soccer season.
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Within three weeks we shall all have left Khartoum.
The lucky regulars to beloved Blighty, and the N.S.M.
to join the R. Sussex at Suez.
:
Kitbags are being repainted, stores packed up in
boxes, presents stowed away in cases, and inevitably
"bigweeks" come around every seven days.
Our short stay in the Sudan has been fairly quiet and
uneventful'; with only the allyearround heat, the
floods in.June and July, and millions of insects and the
usual dysentry to worry us we have survived and are
extraordinarily healthy. All the same, it's nice to be
able to say : "Goodbye, Khartoum—Hello, England."
INTELLIGENCE SECTION

During our stay in Khartoum there have been many
changes in the Intelligence Section. Lieut. Goss, that
wellremembered slavedriver with an infinite capacity
for'work, which he expected to see in everyone else,
was our first I.O. In those days the scope of work under
taken was enormous. Frequent schemes, security checks,
Intelligence Section news reports, etc., figured pro
minently. A new file was started by Lieut. Goss almost
daily.
However, as the memory of Lieut. Goss faded away,
so did the Intelligence Section's capacity for hard
work. Lieut. Gatehouse made a good start by burning
the accumulated files of Lieut. Goss as being Obsolete.
On several consecutive mornings, Lieut. Gatehouse
could be seen outside the Intelligence Office, prodding
cautiously at a pile of charred paper. No one ever
discovered quite what was burnt. Pte. Bond left us in
complete confusion when he returned to U.K. for
demob., and Cpl. Harrison, our gallant leader r was
adopted as Company Orderly Sergeant.
At this point Pte. Lumsden came into the picture
and relieved Pte. Waldron of the burden of Civilian
Pay. Pte. Waldron took the passes in hand and can
still be seen sitting just inside the door issuing passes
by the dozen. Pte. Stepney has been a witness to all
this from his position as Intelligence Section artist, at
the far end of the office. He has dealt with W.T.
diagrams, salt posters and a large scale model of
Khartoum, and yet still finds time to forge the I.O.'s
signature on a rubber stamp.
Our present I.Q., Lieut. Gillum, has been with us now
for several months, and preparations for the coming
handover are nearing completion. Lieut. Gillum has
had plenty of practice in civilian pay and has managed
to stop several riots caused by the complications of
the changes in pay rates, and the everlasting clash of
H.Q. Troops policy, Pay Office policy, our policy, and
last but not least, that completely unpredictable
quantity, Gebeit policy.
Witfi the coming Battalion move so near, the
Intelligence Section (twothirds of its manpower de
parting) rather sadly faces the possibilities of being
virtually disbanded ; but we can look back upon our
stay in Khartoum and say with no doubt at all that
the memories of it jaxe very favourable.

ADMINISTRATIVE PLATOON

The throes of handing over are here again, and the
Quartermaster and the A/R.Q.M.S., C.S.M. Excell, are
fully occupied, dashing from one Barrack Block to
another with an Army Form most appropriately called
a 1001. Any day we may see the Quartermaster take
off in a 15 cwt. and fly over the Blue Nile to North
Barracks or some other mysterious business rendezvous.

Between doing B.O.S. and other unmentionable
jobs Sgt. Bednell gets down to his G.1098 ledgers
wearing his red sash.
L/Cpl. Wilson is now out of hospital and is settling
down again in the Clothing Store. We hope he is quite
recovered. L/Cpl. Stokes is relinquishing the job of
storemancumclerk and returns the "cumclerk".
Recently L/Cpl. Bryant issued three tons of ammuni
tion to "S" Company. This explodes the myth that
he had no time for R.S.M.'s parades.
The platoon turned out a good football team to play
the Band, whom we beat 3—1.
We were fortunate enough to Secure the Kaid's launch
one day recently, and for landlubbers it was quite a
.nautical change. Taking over the wheel, L/Cpl. Swain
acquired much navigating skill unsurpassed by' any
ship's Pilot. The trip started from the steps of the
Governor's Palace, and we sailed towards the con
fluence of the White and Blue Nile, where we turned
south, passing under the White Nile Bridge, and explored
the river for some of its course. Some amusing moments
occurred on board ; C.S.M. Ball acted as chief steward
by preparing the meals in the cabin, and eventually
emerging shouting "grub up". In the stern of the
boat lay the silken bodies of Ptes. Discombe, Jones
and Pioneer Buckley the bebop (what's that ?) fans.
Our return journey was done in much quicker time
as we were sailing with the current. We arrived back
at the Palace having had a most enjoyable day.
In conclusion of these notes, we find that the packing
cases are piling up, and thoughts are on Blighty.
SIGNAL PLATOON

As these will be our last notes written in Khartoum,
it is a good time to take stock of our varying fortunes
during the last ten months.
We arrived in Khartoum twentysix strong and at
one time during the summer the "young hands" cadre
rose to forty, but since then have faded down to sixteen.
From these figures it will be seen that a lot of people
have come and gone. We have lost many familiar faces,
Sgt. Wright, Cpl. Walker and L/Cpl. Hibburd being a
few amongst them. We welcomed the draft from the
1st Battalion East Surrey Regiment, who provided us
with four trained signallers and many more whom we
have initiated into the horrors of Classification. A
number of them have already left us and it is with
regret that we have to send the remainder, all National
Servicemen, to the 1st Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment
on leaving here.
Our sporting record has been a worthy one. As.
previously recounted in our notes, we won the Inter
Platoon Volley Ball League, were runnersup in the
Basket Ball League, and were eliminated in the Finals
of the InterPlatoon Cricket Knockout Competition.
This was achieved not so much by individual superiority
as by the spirit of the Platoon as a whole, which took
the players out in the sun to practice when many of our
more slothful rivals were content to lie on their beds.
This is the spirit, which we are proud to say has always
existed in our Platoon, and we trust always will.
We have not done anything in the way of extensive
training here, mainly due to our lack of equipment,
but many of our members have been employed in jobs
that are rather unusual for Signallers. We provided
Gunner/Operators in the M.T.'s fleet of Armoured Cars,
and Sgt. Stremes, Cpl. Joyce and L/Cpl. Brown have
proved to the Battalion that although they are specialists
they can excel themselves eqtfally well on a Weapon
Training Cadre.
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Apart from our Military and sporting activities we
have enjoyed an outing in the Kaid's Launch up the Nile,
and most of us paid a visit to the Mahdi's Tomb. Most
of the members of the Platoon who paid a visit to the
Zoo under the R.S.O.'s arrangements enjoyed them
selves, even though he did insist on marching both ways.
Cpl. Walker has got married since he left us and we
hear that Sgt. Wright is also losing his liberty. We
hope they will rejoin us on our arrival at home as it
will do Sgt. Floyd good to have some competition in
his tales of married bliss. We hope also to see many
others who have left us, such as L/Cpl. Miller, who has
just done so well at the Signal School, Pte. Pennicard
and many others too numerous to mention.
During the last month we have seen the return to
the Battalion of Ptes. Ambrose, Dunk, Morley and
Tuohy, unfortunately as clerks not Signallers. But
we will not forget them if they are needed.
Sgt. Floyd, L/Cpl. Brown and Pte. Frost had a
pleasant week with "S" Company on the Field Firing
Range and returned looking very bronzed and fit.
Our R.S.O. is to be congratulated on his promotion
to Captain, even if it is only temporary.
By the time our next notes are published we shall
be at home once more, only about nine or ten strong.
Although it is sad to have seen our platoon so reduced,
we feel quite confident that with those numbers as our
core, we shall somehow reform a Platoon every bit as
good as we have been in the past.

THE BAND

As this is the last issue of Dragon notes from Khartoum,
it is intended to attempt a summarization of our stay
in this command.
To begin with our primary function as a Military
Band. Though we have not been called upon for much
work outside barracks, we have nevertheless, especially
since the arrival of Bandmaster Sharpe in June, per
formed three Concerts within South Barracks. We
have also played several times at the British Station
Hospital and the Sudan Club, and have given a series
of weekly concerts every Friday in the Other Ranks
Dining Hall. We have attended dinners at both the
Officers' Mess and the Sergeants' Mess and, last, but
by no means least, have played at several of those grand
cricket matches that were witnessed at South Barracks
during the season.
In parade work it is the personal opinion of many
members of the Battalion that since our arrival in
Khartoum we have excelled all previous efforts since
we first joined the Battalion at Hong Kong in April,
1948. This especially applies to Beating Retreat parades,
the last of which will be taking place in the Palace
Grounds at the special request of H.E. The Governor
General. We understand that this is the first time
such a request has been made to any military band
from the British Army. In addition to these duties the
Palace Guardmounting ceremony when H.E. the
GovernorGeneral has been in residence, Battalion
H.Q. Guard Mountings on the Main Gate at South
Barracks and several Church Parades have kept us very
busy during the ten months that we have been in
Khartoum.

For the Dance Band Khartoum has not been quite
as profitable as Hong Kong, but all the same we have
had many pleasant evenings playing at the Sudan Club
and the Grand Hotel. Qnce again our primary interest
is the Regiment but, due to the lack of facilities in
barracks for Dance Band concerts, we have been
performing regularly, solely for the troops, at the local
NAAFI Club. During these last weeks in Khartoum
we are playing at several farewell parties for the different
parts of the Battalion, with one or two little jobs at
the Great Britain Cabaret thrown in to keep us on our
toes. It will prove strange playing again at a dance
with a roof over our heads.
In the field of sport we have had our usual run of
success, especially with Basket Ball and Water Polo.
(A photograph of the winning Basket Ball Team appears
elsewhere.) Several of our members also took an active
and successful part in both Battalion and Company
Cricket. Now that the football season has got into full
swing our "Q" Company teams are tasting more victories
than defeats. What some of us miss, together with
many other members of the Battalion, is a good game
of Rugger and we are thankful to be going home during
the British Rugby season.
Many changes have occurred in the administrative
section of the Band since our arrival in Khartoum,
the most important of which was the arrival of Band
master T. L. Sharpe from the Royal Military School
of Music, Kneller Hall. With such a brilliant musician
at our head we feel we are due to go very far in the
musical world. We also have two new Sergeants, four
new Corporals and four new LanceCorporals, though
all these N.C.O.s are old members of the Regiment.
Next year we shall be losing BandSergeant Hubbard,
"Sgt. Rabbatts and Cpl. Jennings, owing to completion
of their Colour Service. The BandSergeant and Corporal
are due to leave early in the new year, which means we
 shall be on the lookout for new members in the form of
good musicians immediately on our return from leave.
With our return to England we are prepared for
some really hard work, especially as we shall no doubt
be taking a rather active part in some of the "Festival
of Britain" activities. It can be truly stated of every
member of the Band that we shall be extremely pleased
to be back in the Mother country. So, wishing good
luck to all members of the Battalion who will not be
going home, we close this, our last contribution to The
Dragon during our tour abroad.
THE DRUMS

Drummers calling once again and for the last time
in Khartoum.
Memories of this town will, I am sure, remain for
ever in the minds of those of us who have been fortunate
enough to be stationed here. Our stay has been made
even more pleasant by the kindness of the people here
and we hope that our successors, the East Lancashire
Regiment, will find themselves as much at home as we
have been made to feel.
During the month four drummers, under the Drum
Major, were present at the Memorial Service to the late
MajorGeneral Huddlestone, a former Kaid and then
GovernorGeneral of the Sudan. Reveille was blown
at the conclusion of the Service in Khartoum Cathedral,
and a photograph of the five taking part appears on
page 248.
We greatly appreciate the honour conferred upon
us by being asked to Beat Retreat in the grounds of
H.E. The GovernorGeneral's Palace. This, we under
stand, will be the first time, since British troops have
been stationed in the Sudan, that a British Regiment
has Beaten Retreat in such circumstances,
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Dmr. I. Sedge, Dmr. J. Crouch, DrumMajor G. Moyes, L/Cpl. H. Olerenshaw, Dmr. M. Durling.

Memorial Service. Major General Huddlestone
We all hope to see lots of old friends in the near
future. We'll say cheerio for now and good luck to
Buffs Drummers everywhere.

The Budda
(L/Cpl. Gaudin) is at Port Sudan.
What he is doing there no one seems to know, but as
we have had no complaints in that direction we have
decided to let sleeping buddas lie. As these notes go
to press we hear that he is flying home on compassionate
leave.

M.T. SECTION

The Platoon is doing rather well at football this
season ; we have even managed to beat the B.M.H.,
and have seven players in the Company team. The
advance party has left en route to U.K. and included
Sgt. Press, L/Cpls. Chapman and Young and Pte.
Newin ; we hope they will pave the way in that strange
new land, England.

This month has been a hubbub of activity, owing to
the impending disaster of the handover to the East
Lancashire Regiment. Sgt. Marsh, our very "De Rigor"
Technical Sergeant, is galloping round pulling his hair
out and is heard muttering to himself, "I wonder how
much I'll have in credit after this lot." The M.T.O.
doesn t seem perturbed and is taking everything in his
stride, while "Bevel Box" Stroud (who succeeded
L/Cpl. McLean) gives a plaintive moan now and again
about handing over the armoured cars.
Apart from a tragic accident involving Pte. Gatehouse
(our very able Don R.) and a Sudanese, the month so
far appears to have gone quite smoothly ; even "Pilot"
Evenden (or "Our Charlie") has taken to driving and
not low flying.
The highlight of the month has been the arrival of
the advance party of the East Lancashire Regiment,
whose M.T. consists of six learner drivers whom we
welcome with open arms.

Our stay in Khartoum has been short but pleasant ;
nevertheless we are all very anxious to see home again.
We end these notes busily counting off our last few days.

"A" Gompany
October 1st.—Everyone is very happy at Gebeit
and we have no regrets at having left Khartoum. We
enjoyed the amenities while we were there—swimming,
sailing, cricket and various other games—but we were
not too fond of the eternal duties.
October 3rd.—Have been without M.T. for the last
two days ; a misguided but wellmeaning driver carrying
out maintenance unfortunately put back the leads on
all the vehicles back to front.

THE DRAJGON
October 4th.—A new arrival—one "Pyard" puppy,
the property of L/Cpl. Scamp, with an insatiable appetite
for bully and chocolate.
!'.
October 6th.—The Commanding Officer arrived On a
farewell inspection of the Camp. One untoward incident
threatened to mar the visit—an overzealous batman
gave the C.O. cold coffee instead of milk for his early
s
morning tea.
October 8th.—Feverish activity behind an empty
Barrack room with Capt. Papworth in charge ; they are
erecting a boxing ring.
October 9th.—In the Company Boxing Contest we
had eight good fights, some of which were very close.
"Bomber Holcombe" was deemed the best winner and
Pte. Mathias the best loser. We congratulate all the
contestants but were sorry to see that Pte. Tuckwell
was unable to box. He had, two days previously, tried
shadow boxing a NAAFI window with disastrous
results both to himself and the window. We were glad
to see Pte. D. Green (476) the wellknown reporter from
Kansas City, covering the programme, but sorry to see
one of his feet was too, big for his boots.
October 10th.—How rough this game of football
can be, Pte. Mathias became entangled with a Sudanese
player of the local team and sustained a compound
fracture of the leg. He remained amazingly cheerful
through what must have been a most painful experience.
The Doctor's suggestion that his shorts should be cut
off was not received kindly. We should like here to
record our deepest gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Jackson
who, when they heard of Pte. Mathias' plight, did not
hesitate to help. They put him on Mr. Jackson's
railway trolly and caught the mail train 50 miles up the
line. He was transferred to a first class sleeper and,
under the care of Dr. Ramsden from Port Sudan,
arrived at Khartoum in very good shape. We wish
him a speedy recovery.
October 13th.—This seems to be quite a holiday
resort. The Adjutant arrived yesterday on a flying
visit. He was given a demonstration of Infantry
Weapons and a short course on explosives. The Kitchen
Stove, for so long a landmark, was scattered to the
four winds with "just a wee charge" in the oven. In the
evening Pte. Harhilton (scratch) played 2/Lieut. G. O.
Mullins (owe 2) in the finals of the Company Squash
Competition. The former won after a very good game.
Squash has been taken up very enthusiastically by the
Company but the resounding "clang" of the "tin" being
hit at 11 p.m. was at times a bit much.
October 14th.—Heard last evening that the Advance
Party, 1st East Lancashire Regiment was coming
through about 2.30 a.m. About 20 of the Company,
under the leadership of the C.S.M., turned out at that
unearthly hour to welcome them. It is reported that
they thought they were being attacked by "Shifta"—
a bit out in their Geography ? Who said, "Git yer
knees brown" ?
October 16th.—Company humourists at work again.
Overheard on visit to Erkowit—a truck having stopped
suddenly :
CAPTAIN PAPWORTH : "What's wrong, Driver ?"
DRIVER : "Main jet's gone, Sir."
VOICE (from back of truck) : "Didn't know army
lorries were jetpropelled yet."
October 19th.—News received from Atbara that
there's been an outbreak of rabies and the orders are
that all "pyards" without collars are to be shot. 2/Lieut.
Mullins and the Company Commander find this an *
excellent excuse to get in some Sten practice before the
forthcoming S.D.F. rifle meeting. The bag is two, so far.
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October 21st.—Overheard on the Range :—
. 2/Lieut. Mullins : "SergeantMajor, this fellow can't
restrain his breathing."
? C.S.M. WHITE : "He'll damn well have to when he's
99."
^
October 22nd.—The Sergeants' Mess was seen sitting
in arm chairs in the back of a 3tonner, disappearing
towards Erkowit. They returned looking liLe lobsters
and, a few days later, they might have been lepers.
October 23rd.—You wouldn't believe it but at last
we have a Company Clerk—Pte. Touhy—and what's
more, he can read the Company Commander's writing.
Did the C.S.M. say "Thank goodness" under his breath ?
October 24th.—Cpls. Partington and Jones went to
Khartoum to be tried out by the Battalion for the
rifle meeting. We. wish them the best;of luck—they
have been shooting consistently well and we all hope
they give a good account of themselves on the Company's
behalf. Sgt. Partridge also went as "A" Company
representative to the Sergeants' Mess Farewell party.
October 27th.—Heard on the Range—conversation
between the two telephone orderlies :—
ORDERLY I : "Get a move on with No. 3 target."
ORDERLY II : "Who's that speaking ?"
ORDERLY I : "Mr. Mullins."
ORDERLY II : "It does not sound like Lieut. Mullins,
it sounds like Pte. Green."
ORDERLY I : "Well, we went to the same school."
October 28th.—At long last we have finished the
Rifle Classification and the results are not too bad—
7 Marksmen, 32 1st Class, 2 2nd Class and 5 failures.
2/Lieut. Griffin, the M.T.O., paid us a quick visit.
2/Lieut. Mullins, due to go to Khartoum on Tuesday
to take part in the Garrison Rifle Meeting, started an
old trouble in his foot kicking about before a football
match with the# Technical School. We hope that the
Doctors will let him shoot after they have Xrayed his
foot. This match was drawn 1—1 after quite a good
game. Pte. Green (628) played an excellent game, a
large part of his success being due to his going for the
ball. Many of the Company team can learn from him.
An immense amount of energy was displayed on the
field but most of it, we're afraid, was wasted. The
players must keep their places and, when they get the
ball, draw their man and then a good clean pass. Play
as a team not as individuals.
October 29th.—Had a good film up heire tonight—
Kind Hearts and Coronets. When the heroine came on
the scene in a hat with a large bunch of flowers on the
top L/Cpl. Taylor, the M.R.S. orderly, was heard to
remark, "They've grown—I knew she'd been and
watered it!"
October 31st.—On this last day of October one is
reminded of School—''Only 19 more days''. The Advance
party to take over this Camp is due to ^arrive in three
days' time, and then the air will be thick with "Chair
cushions cover blue", "Lamps electric", etc. We
sincerely hope that our successors enjoy their stay here
as much as we have.
To those of the Company already in U.K. and to
those who will shortly be on their way, the Company
Commander wishes the best of luck, a Merry Christmas
and a happy New Year. Those wishes, of course, also
go ta the National Servicemen who are going to the
Royal Sussex Regiment at Suez. They will certainly
be missed by the Company.
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Gompany
With just under a month to go before we leave
Khartoum, these will be our last notes written in the
Sudan. Already people can be seen ticking off the days
on their calendars, the ColourSergeant is busy preparing
for handing over, and large black boxes are appearing
in his store. As yet he has been unable to paint an
address on them, but if the latest rumour can be believed
we are going to "a barracks somewhere in Kent".
During the last nine months we have had plenty of
changes. After the original whirlwind created by our
arrival here had died down, the Company soon got used
to Palace Guards and the increasing number of fatigues
for which we found ourselves eligible. Our first month
was occupied with clearing the old Field Firing Range
at Jebel Merkhiyat, a job which we took in our stride.
At the end of February Captain Wilson left us for
England where he is waiting for us now ; Captain Dent
took his place, but on being appointed Messing Officer,
he was replaced by Captain Papworth just before we
left for Gebeit.
In February we had four new arrivals from England,
Sgt. Gardner and three private soldiers, all of whom
have made their marks in the company in some way or
another.
2/Lieut. Hall left the Battalion in early April and
has not been heard of since, but knowing him we are
sure he is doing well in whatever occupation he has
taken up. By the time of his departure, the company
strength was getting very low, and for every N.C.O.
or man that we received from the disbanded "D"
Company we had to send one to the newly formed "S"
Company.
At the beginning of April we received a large draft
from the East Surrey Regiment and were able to bring
the Company up to three platoons by the time we
reached Gebeit where, having taken over from "C"
Company we soon settled down to a different type of
life. Work on the range and in other military activities
was soon under way and in the afternodns we managed
to reach the final round of the Red Sea Hills Football
Competition.
2/Lieut. Wright left us in May, his first action in
England being to have appendicitis : we were all sorry
to see him go, for his cheerfulness was a great tonic to
us all. Major Jackson, of the Royal West Kent Regiment,
took over command of the Company early in June.
From time to time small parties went on leave to
Port Sudan, and the Sergeants' Mess distinguished
themselves at tennis and in other ways during a weekend
at the Rest House in Erkowit. Other parties disappeared
on foot and by camel into the hills, reappearing from
time to time with gazelle or ibex. Not all these shooting
expeditions were successful, but we benefitted from the
exercise if nothing else.
Our three months' tour of duty went by all too
rapidly, and we were sorry in some ways to see "A"
Company advance party arrive at the end of July.
Hotvever, for seven Weeks after their arrival we were
virtually cut off from Khartoum by heavy rains, and
had it not been for our well tried M.T., would have been
cut off from Port Sudan as well. During this time we
had various excitements of one kind and another, the
aftereffects of which are only now beginning to wear off.
Nevertheless on 4th September one of the first
passenger trains from Khartoum brought the main
body of "A" Company, and after many and varied
farewells, we left Gebeit the following day. Most of us
left with mixed feelings, for we had had a most enjoyable

time up there. Our departure was in true Gebeit style—
saiidstorm and rain doing their best to delay us, and
certain members of "A" Company doing their best to
derail the train.
And now for the last seven weeks we have been in
Khartoum, our numbers getting smaller and smaller,
with drafts going home on release, and the Advance
Party taking four of our members as well as the Company
Commander. Capt. ffrench Blake reassumed command
on his departure.
Sgt. Gardner seems to have deserted us and can now
be seen parading with the Drums, his flute being clearly
audible above those of the other drummers. The
Company has been taking it in turns to go into hospital,
but today the last one came out after a week's rest.
The weather during the last fortnight has become much
cooler, and football is coming into its own again. The
Company football team has played two games up to
now, and has shown great promise. It won't be long
now before we are playing at home and already that
dreaded disease "funnel fever" is getting hold of many
people. We shall be sorry to say goodbye to our
National Service men when we go, but of course all
they have to do is to sign on as Regulars if they want
to come with us.
To sum up, we have had a very pleasant stay in the
Sudan, and although we have had very little training,
we have had plenty of Regimental duties and any amount
of sport. The Company has done very well at the latter,
winning the Battalion swimming gala and the volley
ball, and doing well at cricket, football and basket ball.
We shall be on the whole sorry to leave, but pleased to
get back to the U.K.

"C" Gompany
At the beginning of the month came the welcome
news that all Regular soldiers were to return to the
U.K. with the Battalion; this was coupled with
rumours from authentic sources that the Battalion
would not go to Shorncliffe to take over the duties of
Training Battalion after all, but would remain an
Active Service Battalion. This most satisfactory
arrangement has since been confirmed, to everyone's
pleasure.
On Wednesday, 11th October, the Advance Party
left Khartoum; the Company was represented by
2/Lieut. Minto and Pte. Moon ; Sgt. Ivory, Cpl. Nobes
and Ptes. Fenson, Munnery and Stansbie, who are at
present in the U.K., will join the party later. They
are routed via Trieste and overland to The Hook of
Holland and no doubt will have an interesting journey ;
they are certainly the envy of the rest of us. The East
Lancashire Regiment Advance Party arrived the
following Monday and brought with them a lovely cool
breeze that has made life out here infinitely more
pleasurable. The days are gloriously sunny and cloud
less, but the nights are distinctly chilly arid one thinks
twice about a cold shower first thing. The humidity
has gone out of the air too and one really could not
ask for a more pleasant climate ; we shall probably be
crying out for similar weather in a couple of months'
time.
The Palace Guards start again for us soon and form
with fatigues our staple diet militarily until we leave.
This month we have had a busy time on the range
|iring the Battalion Casuals in Rifle and L.M.G. We
can gain considerable satisfaction, I think, from some
of the results obtained; some consolation for the
number of early mornings we had.

THE DRAGON
Soccer has come to the fore in the sporting activities
of the month. The Company side has not met with
much success as yet but has fared quite reasonably
when one considers the rather limited field of selection.
They certainly play with real fire and determination.
Sgt. Middleton and Ptes. Nicholls, McCall, Fuller and
Coley have played in Battalion trial games, and other
useful performers are Cpl. Huckstep and L/Cpl.
Whitington arid Ptes. Harms, Best, Barton, C., and
Pte. Mortimer, who has played most courageously in
goal.
The final game of Harris Shield Cricket was played
off on the 1st of this month against "B" Company.
That we lost was in some measure due to the spin of
the coin, but we should have been equal to the occasion.
Captain Thorneycroft and. 2/Lieut. West played for
the Garrison Officers' Team which played against the
K.C.C. and beat them in a first rate day's cricket, and
secondly against the Garrison Other Ranks in an
interesting game which they again won, this time by
about 50 runs. 2/Lieut. West had an innings of 87 in
the second game and with Major Grace (62) compiled
most of the runs for the Officers. Ptes. Fuller and
Harms were included in the Other Ranks' side ; Pte.
Fuller had the misfortune to dislocate his shoulder but
it was ''located" again fairly soon.
In the Volley Ball League we have again not won
many games but have played consistently better and
have had some tremendous tussles, notably with "S"
Company. The final team was 2/Lieut. West, Sgt.
Jackson, L/Cpl. Whitington, Ptes. McCall, Nicholls
and Harms, and others who have played are Cpl.
Warrey and Pte. Best.
On Sunday, 15th October, we had a most enjoyable
trip up the river in the Kaid's launch. A party of 20
headed by 2/Lieut. West and the C.S.M. boarded the
launch at about 10.30 hours, and we forged up stream.
A brief landing was made on Sandy Island to allow the
engine to cool down a bit; we were all fascinated by
the weaver birds we found there, and their domestic
arrangements. They were lovely birds of scarlet and
yellow plumage. We spent some time watching these
attractive creatures and examined some of their nests,
complicated structures of woven grass suspended from
branches. Ptes. Summers and Barton, C., collected a
few intricately speckled eggs of divers colours about
the same size as a sparrow's egg. We went a bit further
upstream and then tied up to a steep bank for bathing.
Cpl. Warrey optimistically hung out a line with some
vicious looking hooks on it which he baited alternately
with silver paper and bread. We hauled it in, after Pte.
Darby had torn his swimming trunks and Pte. Nicholls
had caught the fleshy part of his arm on the hooks,
and were not a little surprised to see a fair sized fish
firmly held on a hook baited with silver paper ! Pte.
Burford, who had been doing some rather serious fishing
further upstream without success, was distinctly
annoyed. We arrived back at about 5 o'clock after a
very enjoyable and peaceful time "Sailing up the river
on a Sunday afternoon".
On Sunday, 29th, a party of 18, under Sgt. Knight,
made use of a B.O.A.C. 'bus which had been put at
our disposal, and went up to the Jebel Aulia Dam
which is about 25 miles away on the White Nile. The
story of the trip is by hearsay and I cannot vouch for
the authenticity of some of these details ! The party
set out at about 0930 hours and arrived at the dam
about 11 o'clock. They found a party from H.Q.
Company ensconced near the dam and fishing rather
expertly and optimistically with a complicated system
of lines and hooks. The "C" Company party began to
fish in a somewhat haphazard and unorthodox way
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but soon met with success for L/Cpl. Whitington pulled
out a fish estimated at about 30 lbs. weight after a bigger
one had "got away".
The next excitement was when L/Cpl. Waite, a guest
from H.Q. Company, hooked a vast turtle. This was
pulled to the steps near the dam and was eventually,
after much discussion and argument, hauled on to dray
land. It took six men to lift it on to the bank ! Its
ultimate dispatch came much later in the day. That
night in the Officers' Mess Kitchen, L/Cpl. Waite and
Ooshi the cook, aided and abetted by others, attempted
to kill the poor turtle—a matter of great difficulty for
it obstinately refused to "stick its neck out". This
correspondent's helpful suggestions were not received
with favour.
At any rate, at the dam more successes followed the
turtle on to dry land. Cpl. Croucher who, by way of
equipment for the trip had brought a length of thin
catgut and a minute trout hook, hooked a large Nile
perch weighing about 35 lbs.—not on his own line
needless to say. He landed it eventually but was seen
to be rather pale and scared. His skill remained, however,
for this was the first of a notable hattrick. Pte. Burford,
the only expert in the party, again had a frustrating
time, for Cpl. Croucher caught three largesized fish on
his, Pte. Burford's; line while he did not get so much
as a nibble.
L/Cpl. Waite and Pte. Webster each caught a large
fish, so the total bag was six fish (30 lbs. and over) and
the turtle—not bad for the first attempt. The H.Q.
Company experts caught one tiddler ! The party arrived
back in barracks at about 1730 hours having thoroughly
enjoyed their day.
These are our final notes from Khartoum, and we
trust that it won't be long before we give you news of
the Company from England.
"Sp" Gompany
In less than a month we shall be bidding Khartoum
a fond farewell and be bound for England. In retrospect
it would be difficult to put down all the happenings of
"Sp" Company since its rebirth in April, 1950, but
one can recall a few events that have not gone to print
before. The object of our formation was to train men
in support weapons of the Infantry Battalion and this
was achieved. Captain Iliffe, handicapped by lack of
men and materials, tirelessly persevered and after some
ten weeks there evolved an M.M.G. Platoon initially
trained ?n their weapon and already grasping its tactical'
handling. Not only did the M.M.G. Platoon work hard
but followed the maxim of playing hard too, and were
platoon cricket champions and runnersup for volley
ball.
Unlike the M.M.G. Platoon, AntiTank suffered a
severe handicap by having a large number of N.S.
men which meant many "goings" but no "comings".
But patience was rewarded and by the stalwart efforts
of Sgt. Brice and Sgt. Richards a platoon was produced
for manning two 6pdrs. Again lack of equipment
was a handicap but thanks to excellent improvisations
by C/Sgt. Fagg and Sgt. Richards training did not
suffer to any large degree.
Soon after the reincarnation of "Sp" Company the
Mortars lost their Platoon Commander, Captain Barrett,
on a course to U.K. and Sgt. Noy ably took the helm
and steered the Platoon over the difficult period of
teething, for it too had its newcomers. The only set
back the Mortars suffered was a lack of practical
experience on the range but this was made up by the
vigorous efforts at E.M.D. on the cricket ground. In
August Sgt. Noy handed the reins to Sgt. Ellis and left
us to join the Field Security Police.
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In addition to specialist training "Sp" Company
was faced with Rifle and L.M.G. Classification in early
September. Having not touched these weapons since
last March it was with some apprehension that the
Company Officers took the Company to the range.
Confidence in the Company was high and it did not
prove false, for throughout the whole classification the
excellent results showed "Sp" Company above the
Rifle Company standard.
}
Culmination in specialist training came with a five
day sojourn at Wadi Seidna, close to the fieldfiring
range. Weeks previously, after a careful reconnaisance,
it was decided to have a base from which to venture
forth tq the jebels daily and avoid the tiring journey
to and from barracks. The Aerodrome buildings at
Wadi Seidria provided an excellent Headquarters and
abounded in outbuildings for stores and ammunition,
the housing of which provided no mean problem for
ammunition expended was over six tons and petrol
360 gallons.
On October 16th 2/Lieut. Grugeon and C.S.M.
Faulkner left with the main accommodation stores and
by the following day had everything set for the remainder
of the Company. The C.S.M. excelled in his organisation
by producing a Company Office, 'phone, and Detail
Board. The next five days were to prove the most
enjoyable ones spent on training in the Sudan. The
Company routine was to rise at 5 a.m. and having had
a cup of tea to venture forth across some eight miles
of scrub so as to begin firing by 0630 hours and return
to breakfast at a scheduled 0900 hours. In general this
worked well except upon one occasion when Pte.
Boxall breakfasted at 1430 hours, his Carrier having
broken down.
The AntiTank Platoon began by calibrating on the
first day and convinced everyone of the accuracy of a
6pdr. by placing three shots within 12 inches of each
other at 850 yards. They followed this two days later
by obtaining 18 hits out of 24 on a target carrier at
1,100 yards. For many of the Platoon it was their first
shoot which gives encouragement for the future.
Mortars followed on the second day and did excellent
shoots, scoring almost a perfect hit on a low flying
Skymaster aircraft (Court of enquiry: Company
Commander to Pay). They were handicapped by
defective American Bombs, most of which fell around
the Mortar position, close enough to make at least
one N.C.O. dive behind a carrier.
Sgt. Horswell's efforts with the M.M.G. Platoon,
under the guidance of Captain Iliffe, were well rewarded
when the famed Vickers went into action. Though
firing for the first time the Platoon were indeed confident
and were not hesitant in carrying out any of the tasks
set them. As always in their schemes bouquets must
be given and it is only fair that those from H.Q. Company
deserve special mention. First to Pte. Drake, our cook,
who produced excellent meals, and could always be
relied on to produce a cup of tea at the most inopportune
moments. Secondly to Sgt. Floyd, aided by L/Cpl.
Brown and Pte. Frost, maintained wireless contact
with Battalion H.Q. and forward to the range at all
times, besides a radio and excellent lighting for the
Dining Hall and Canteen. Thirdly to our M.T. drivers
who ventured forth in the small hours on the ration run.
Sgt. Cockerton (without whom no carrier»would have
uxoved) could always be found with some mechanical
part in his hand doing the. most intricate repairs and
never without a smile.

Cpls. Bonus and Bassett kept the NAAFI in such
luxuries as beer and Aspros. Cpl. Bonus turned his
brain, to accounting and throughout the period accounted
for £53 of stock with the loss,of only Pt. 7.
C.S.M. Faulkner was forced to return on the third
day a sadly disappointed man for he had a recurrence
of a sceptic leg. His loss was a sad one for his dynamic
influence was felt by all especially his untiring energy
in organising the Headquarters. A speedy and successful
recovery, SergeantMajor.
With our return to U.K. we now look forward to a
continuation of training, and with access to courses
at the School of Infantry we shall be a full and active
"Support Company".
SPORT

We've had several successes in the sporting line
during our stay in Khartoum.
Many months ago when we were "D" Company we
were the hockey champions, and since then our
cricketing successes have been amply covered in this
Magazine as they occurred. We tied for top place with
"Q" Company in the cricket league, which was a very
good effort considering the frightening array of Battalion
players in the other Company teams.
We were second at Volley Ball, starting off rather
shakily ; the resultant defeat cost us the top place.
Football has just started, and also stopped as far as
we're concerned, much to the relief of the Company
Commander, who was rather shaken when he was called
upon to play goal for the Company team ! The rest of
the team was badly shaken after he'd played goal. We
look forward to the time in England when we can
reorganise our team again, and avenge the two defeats
we've suffered.
Generally, we owe our successes to the great spirit
which all players have shown in the various games,
and eagerly await the day when we can resume our
efforts, under possibly better conditions.
ANTITANK PLATOON

After months of rumours and anxious waiting we
have at last rounded off our training with a week's
firing at Wadi Seidna from where we returned a week
ago.
The Platoon congratulate all the carrier drivers on
the great job carried out in transporting us from our
quarters to the actual range. Also congratulations to
Pte. Whiddett and his Oxford for only breaking down
once, and even then it didn't need towing home.
It was generally agreed amongst ourselves that our
firing was considerably more accurate than that of the
M.M.G.S or Mortars ; it also brought out the great
accuracy of the 6pdr.
Since our return to Khartoum we have changed from
overalls and cleaning guns to best K.D. and Palace
Guards.
Congratulations to Sgt. Brice (our very keen Platoon
Sergeant) on obtaining a very high grading on Jthe
W.T. Cadre.
To conclude our notes in Khartoum we must say a
sad goodbye to L/Cpl. Waters, Pte. Rignall and Pte.
Rickett and also to our crafty fitter, Cfn. Hutchins, all
of whom are staying in the Middle East to complete
their service.
2/Lieut. Grugeon and Sgt. Brice ar6 having visions
of 17pdr. courses in England and also a full strength
Platoon. We hope they are not disillusioned.
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M.M.G. PLATOON
Here we are at the end of October, a very good month
because it's followed by November and now we can
say another four weeks and we will be at Old Park
Barracks ; "beers all round".
Well, this month has gone very smoothly. The
Platoon got back to training on the Vickers, after a
few weeks layoff, very well indeed.
On the 19th the whole Company went to the field
firing range for five days, where all their training was
put into action. The final day went very well and a
good time was had by all. Praise should be given to
Cpl. Adams for obtaining water for washing when we
were cut off because the Sudanese had to go to school.
We said goodbye to Pte. Bunce who went home with
the advance party ; we hope he is there to greet us
when we arrive.
Once again the Company was given the honour of
turning out the first Palace Guard and the members
of the Platoon who were selected upheld the standard
with top class turnout.
Congratulations must be given to L/Cpl. Smith for
his hard work and enthusiasm on the Cadre he has
just finished.
He got a grading of A.X.
MORTAR PLATOON
This is the last time you will be hearing from us until
we arrive in the U.K. We are very glad to say that we
are leaving Khartoum in the near future and we are
looking forward to seeing some of the old boys again
when we get home.
Well, boys, at last we can really say we have had
some firing experience with the kit which we actually
were beginning to think would have to be handed over
to our successors (The East Lanes.) without having
been fired at all, but now I am glad to say that we have
really put it all to the test (and were we surprised, it
really worked !). Pte. Mills, our storeman, was all on
edge, for fear of having to take a big heap of scrap into
the Battalion Armourer's when we got back to camp,
and ask if some 3in. Mortars could be made out of it.
We have been on the fieldfiring area for a week and
I am glad to say that the Platoon held their end up
very well along with the M.M.G. and AntiTank
Platoons.
Our stay at camp was a bit hectic and there was a
lot of hard work done by the Platoon, not forgetting to
mention the remainder of the Company who were also
kept busy in their own fields.
I must say that some
mornings the cooks had the worry of trying to arrange
breakfast for us which we invariably got when we arrived
back from firing
at 1300 hours ; nevertheless they
still did a very good job considering the mishaps which
they had to put up with.
The Platoon was under the command of our esteemed
friend Sgt. "3 bomb" Ellis and we were all very glad
that he brought us back to our own old standard of
"on target". Cpl. Wardle did some good ranging for
the M.M.G.s, and Sgt. Ellis and a detachment which
consisted of L/Cpl. McGonigal, Cpl. Bassett and Pte.
Brice laid down a very good smoke screen to hide the
movements of the M.M.G.s during their heyday.
The finale of the week's camp was a Company scheme.
All three platoons were put to their tests and considering
it was the first time that all three had worked in co
ordination the scheme was quite successful. We shall
only need a bit more practice to bring us all up to
perfection.
continued on p. vi

Beneath Bell Harry
^PHE homecoming
of the 1st Battalion
(scheduled, as we go
to press, for 5th
December) now looms
increasingly large and
is the subject most in
our thoughts and talk.
So much is this the
case that, we ar
reliably informed, a
horse named "Firs
Battalion",
running
recently at Liverpool,
carried heavy respons
ibility on behalf of
those who put their trust in the omen of
circumstance. Unfortunately the local layers
appear to be the main benefactors from this
wellintended gesture.
After a fortnight's disembarkation leave, the
Advanced Party return to the Old Park
Barracks, Dover, on 14th November, where
they will be joined by over a dozen soldiers who
have made themselves very useful here at the
Depot while waiting for the Battalion to arrive.
We have already had a harbinger from the
Battalion here in the shape of Captain McGrath
who, we are glad to hear, has had a measure of
success in his quest for quarters.
The formation of the Home Counties Group
Training Centre (which releases thereby a
Regular Battalion from a depot role) further
strips us of our surplus N.C.O.s and men and we
are again left with the bare minimum with
which to maintain our estate.
Schoolboys have been doing fierce battle in
the Old Park. First, we staged a field day for
King's School which ended, as it should, in
fierce, freeforall, close quarter fighting, brought
to a close only by the expiry of stocks of
munitions. Later, St. Edmund's School staged
an extensive operation at which, also, the
expenditure of ammunition was high. The
Park seemed to enjoy these outbursts of
activity, and we wondered idly how many
aspirants have had their first introduction to
fieldcraft over this classic example of the
instructor's delight, "a piece of broken ground".
The picture selected for reproduction in this
year's Regimental Christmas Card (that of
Canterbury Cathedral seen from the Military
Road) reminds us forcibly that the heading of
our notes is, materially, somewhat an
anachronism. However, tradition dies hard,
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and even if, in terms of feet above sea level, we
may now be above Bell Harry, we are proud of
our connections with the Mother Church of
England and like to feel we may still come
under its influence even if it is no longer so
close at hand to remind us of its presence.
We were glad to have a visit from Major
Harris St. John recently. He is now on leave
until the beginning of next year, when he
attends a course at the Senior Officers' School.

We also extend a very hearty welcome to R.Q.M.S.
Howe, here on advance party to the 1st Battalion. He
joined our team in the Darts Match and gave us
considerable help in winning the match.
In closing we offer our congratulations to R.Q.M.S.
and Mrs. Wells on the birth of their second daughter.

4th Battalion
H.Q. Gompany (Canterbury)

Sergeants* Mess
The most interesting social event this month was the
visit from Members of the London Branch, Past and
Present Association. We had looked forward to this
evening with great keenness and had been polishing up
our dart throwing ready for the Challenge Match. The
party, headed by Mr. Tong, the London Branch Chair
man, arrived about 1800 hours on 11th November,
1950, and were met by the R.S.M., who conducted
them to the Barrack Room reserved for their accom
modation. This brought forth surprised chuckles from
a couple of the 1914 veterans, and one was heard to
remark, "Blimey, Sheets". The visitors very soon
settled down in the Mess, and darts got going quite
early. Among other guests who arrived later, were
officers from Regimental Headquarters, The Depot and
4/5th Battalion, The Buffs. The Challenge Match
started off with three games of 1,001, and the Mess
team won the odd leg. This was followed by Pairs
playing 501 up, in which honours were even. Finally,
the two captains played three legs, and again the Mess
won the odd leg.
In extending a hearty welcome to the guests, R.S.M.
Moody remarked on the fact that such a social arranged
between serving Members and the Past and Present
Association was a great incentive to maintaining the
comradeship and Regimental spirit of The Buffs. Mr.
Tong, Chairman of tfie London Branch, then thanked
the W.O.s and Sergeants for making possible such a
friendly gathering, and Mr. Collins, their Entertainments
Secretary, gave a cordial invitation for our Members to
visit London as guests of the London Branch. Finally,
the Commanding Officer presented the "Surprise" Cup
and Medals to Winners and Runnersup. This caused a
great deal of amusement as both had been very carefully
prepared: the Cup having previously been a Jam
Tin, and the medals cut from the same piece of metal.
Congratulations to Mr. Kennett (Our "Bert") who so
ably produced the Cup, and to Sgt. and Mrs. Shaw for
the "velvet" cushion and unique medals.
A very fine gesture on the part of the London Branch
was their marching to and from Church with the Depot
Detachment for the Armistice Service. They were
represented by veterans from both World Wars and we
were honoured to have them with us. After lunch on
Sunday the visitors left to go off to their homes and
various civil occupations and we hope they have taken
with them a happy memory of a weekend visit to the
Home of The Buffs.
During the past month we have sadly depleted our
numbers in the Mess, C/Sgt. Allen, Sgts. Wright, Parkes,
Lyons and Killick have all gone off to form the nucleus
of the new training Company at Shorncliffe, Sgt. O'Brien
to the S.A. School at Hythe, and C/Sgt. Bailey back to
W. African Forces. We wish them all the very best
of luck in their new jobs.

THE last month of the 1949/50
* Training Year was rather an
anticlimax after all the multitude
of activities during the past year.
The majority of the month was
spent in ensuring that the arms,
equipment, etc., had not suffered
from the rigours of Annual Camp
and in preparing for the Annual
Administration Inspection which
takes place during November.
Cpl. Beck has attempted on two
occasions to show us how to
bandage people and treat for
various injuries and we must
say that his lectures are proving
most useful. Members of the
Company are now going around
looking for accidents to test their
skill. Our worthy P.S.I, is still
going strong with his rifle exercises. They must be
having good effect as the groaning of stiff joints is
hardly noticeable now.
We would like to extend our heartiest congratulations
to Lieut, and Mrs. Lees on the birth of a second son.
Another possible recruit in about twenty years' time
maybe. Also we would like to congratulate Sgt.
Cheeseman on becoming a member of the Sergeants'
Mess. A useful addition to our football team for next
year's game with the Officers.
Our sympathies are extended to Harold Cope whom,
we understand, had the misfortune to break a leg
whilst at work. We hope that it will not be too long
before he is back with us attempting to beat all comers
on the Table Tennis table.
JBE 0UF/XST

4 4A*'

Company (Ramsgate, Margate and Sandwich)
One more training year has been brought, from our
point of view, to a successful conclusion. All members
of the Company, with one exception, have fired their
Annual Range Course, and all members, again with one
exception, have either attended Annual Camp or have
undergone a course in lieu.
This has, of course, made the past month a busy one.
Two complete Sundays were spent on the Range at
Lydden Spout for the firing of casuals of the Annual
Range Course. The weather was bad but the shooting
was good. We offer congratulations to Sgt. Gabriel
and Cpl. King both of whom classified as Marksmen on
both weapons.
Sgt. Hellis has attended a course at the Military
Hospital at Shorncliffe and has returned bursting with
knowledge. As most of the time on the course was
spent in the operating theatre we can only hope that
he confines his instruction at Sandwich to the theoretical
side and leaves the practical work to some much distant
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date. Sgt. Gullis spent a week at the Depot. It was
hard to discover the exact nature of the course he
attended, or to ascertain the work he did. It would
appear, however, that he proved of some slight assistance
to the R.S.M. and Orderly Room with a paste pot arid
some rather outdfdate manuals which required
amending to date. Pte. Amos has mastered the art of
Army cooking and is now a member of the A.C.C. (T.A.).
This is the result of a course recently attended at the
C.I.C., Shorncliffe. We trust that_his wife will not
expect too much from him when he prepares the lunch
on Sundays, jfor we appreciate that there is a slight
difference' in the fare provided in the suburban homes
of Margate and the Dinirfg Halls of Shorncliffe. Cpl.
Crowdy is at the moment attending an O.C.T.U. and
best wishes go with him.
On the 3rd and 4th November the M.M.G. detach
ments proceeded to Lydd for a Support Weapons
weekend. The result of the shooting were most
gratifying. It was real bad luck for Cpl. James and his
crew in the final falling plate competition, for his gun
had a bad double feed and before it could be cleared
the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Team had their
plates down. In the competition proper we again
obtained second place. Considering the short time we
have been training and the very little practice of firing
on the open range we feel proud of the results.
In conclusion we offer congratulations to Sgt. Hurlow
on his promotion to Sergeant and to L/Cpls. Hewitt
and Isaacs on the first appointment.
PARS PERSONNEL

It is with extreme regret that we say goodbye to
Sgt. Saunders. "Harry", as he is more popularly
known, was a staunch and regular member of the
Margate detachment. Although a member of the
R.E.M.E. (T.A.) he was an able instructor and a first
class shot. He was at all times ready to turn out and
support us in all we did, and there are few occasions
that he has not attended our weekend tqrnouts.
In wishing him the best of luck with H.Q. Company
it would be unnecessary to remind him that we shall
always be pleased to see hitri whenever he can afford
the time to come to the Drill Hall.
"B" Gompany (Whitstable and Herne Bay)
We welcomed more National Servicemen to our midst
during October, namely Ptes. Sarrington, Iddenden,
Farmer, Archer, A., Archer, N., Bushell and Griggs.
Pte. Sarrington is the first of our National Servicemen
to volunteer and we hope that more will follow his
example.
The Miniature Range team has been very active this
month taking part in two matches. One against the
Swalecliffe Rifle Club and the ExServicemen's Club.
The former beat us by ten points but we retrieved our
honour by winning the second match by the same
margin.
During the month we held a dance at the Whitstable
Drill Hall. Although not a great financial success, a
good time was had by all.
During the night of the 14th/15th October we had a
night exercise which proved a great success. Thanks
are due to the Cooks who provided an excellent repast
of bacon and beans before patrolling commenced.
<4D"

Gompany (Folkestone)

All :Waveritfuk'rik>ritJl».s)iootirig, ..drilling and weapon

cleaning, the inevitable aftermath of camp.

The new scales of forces pay have encouraged, some
members of the Company to join the Regular Army.
Still our numbers haven't decreased to any great extent.
A casualty, no doubt resulting from camp, is the
C.S.M. Epitaphs were already being mooted when he
appeared once more with us.
With the end of October an Annual spectre arises
for one week before being once more laid. We refer to
the Fur and Feather Show, against whose unseen but
ppwerful grip upon the Drill Hall, successive Company
Coriimanders have bravely striven, but all in vain.
As we write these notes, the crow of a warrior cockerel
(stationed just outside the * door) impinges upon the
editorial ear. Perhaps it adds to the efficiency of our
drill as this appears to be the official view of the Trustees.
The first weekend in November will see members
of the Company at Lydd shooting on the ranges with
the Antitank gun. We wish them every success.

"S" Gompany (Ashford and Cranbrook)
We have put in some hard training with our 3in.
mortar and antitank guns during the past month in
preparation for the Support Company weekend being
held early in November. Attendances have been very
good, and although many of our antitank gunners
have not had long to train, they are confident that
they will do well.
During the month those personnel who did not fire
their courses on rifle and L.M.G. at Camp were able to
do so on the 22nd and 29th October. We congratulate
all those that fired on some very good shooting and
would like to record that the following were classified
as marksmen on the L.M.G. : Ptes. Clements, Hall
and Toner.
Our sympathy goes to L/Cpl. Fedder who has had
the misfortune to sprain his ankle. We hope that he
will soon be with us again.
We welcome a new recruit to the Company in the
person of Pte. Todman. Pte. Todman has nerved in
the Regular Army and will be a valuable asset. We
hope that his stay will be a long and pleasant one.
We had a visit from Sgt. Lott this month who gave
us an excellent film show on the antitank gun.
Unfortunately theweather was most unkind and the
audience was not as big as we would have liked.
The Company welcome back our Company Commander
from his honeymoon and trust that he will be granted
a permanent pass for drill nights.
Regimental Gazette—continued from page 236.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

The undermentioned Cadet to be 2nd Lt., 29th July,
1950:—
Roy Charles Ernest French.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

2nd Lt. John Towgood Bett from Reg. Army, Nat;
Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 20th September, 1950, with
seniority 15th October, 1949.
The following officers are awarded the Efficiency
Medal (Territorial):—
The Buffs.—Capt. H. A. Collins, Lt. (Hon. Capt.)
V. S. Berwick.
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Past and Present Association

I must thank our retiring Chairman, Mr.
Rossiter, Jun., for what he did for the Branch
during his term of office.

Life Members

T

OCTOBER 1ST—31ST, 1950

1

London Branch.—Moore, A. C., W.O.t'I, Traiford,
W. G., Sayer, J. A.
"
.
. «
—
 .
.if 
:
'i
.
=  t ! . . r .
Annual Members

5

OCTOBER 1ST—31ST, 1950

Weald Branch,—Weller^ W.
Sittingbourne ' Branch.—Frost, A., Duiiford.
Rains, D/
Ramsgate Branch.—Latter, W. G.
Folkestone Branch.—Austin, W. H., Rolfe, C.

W.,

Mr. E. J. Sharrard was elected Secretary
for another year. He wishes to thank all for the
splendid support and assistance given to him
by all during the past year. Mr. W. Coleman
and Mr. E. Stace will represent the Branch at
the Annual General Meeting of the Association
in January.
I am sorry to say that Mr. Edwards is still
very sadly. No other sick were reported.
This concluded the business, the remainder
of the evening being spent in harmony, our
pianist entertaining.

Benevolent Fund
GRANTS

The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund during the month
of October, 1950, are :—
£ s. <1.
Benevolent Fund
...
...,
...
... 38 8 7
World War, 1939, Charitable Fund ...
... 44 6 6

Benevolent Fund

On October 28th we entertained a nice mixed
party of 32 from Lydd. They were from the
Dolphin Hotel and our old friend the landlord
(Mr. W. Baines) was with them. A very enjoy
able evening was spent. We were lucky to win
all games but one at darts. This was followed
by a singsong, a very happy party broke up
at 10 o'clock.
E.J.S.

DONATIONS

Buffs Golfing Society ...

...

...

£2

2

0

War Memorial Fund, 193945
DONATIONS

London Branch (In memory of Captain H. W.
Williams) ...
...
...
...
...
Deal and Walmer Ladies' Guild
...
...
London Branch Ladies' Guild (In memory of
Major H. G. James)
...
...
....
Total to date

...

...

...

£ s. d.
5
5

10 0
5

5

0 0

£3,263 1 0

Ashford Branch
Our Annual General Meeting was held at
The Somerset Arms on Saturday, November
4th. The usual business was carried through
and the Minutes were read and confirmed.
Correspondence was read from the Association
Secretary and the British Legion. We had a
very nice gathering at this meeting, it being the
election of officers. Major Bompas is still our
President. I would like to thank him for all
he has done and for the time he has spent with
us during the past year.
Our VicePresidents are Captain Crothall,
Captain Denne arid Captain Butchers.
Mr. W. Coleman was elected Chairman and
Mr. E. Stace ViceChairman.

LADIES' GUILD

'instead of the usual business meeting in
September the members and their friends
enjoyed a drive to Bodiam Castle. The weather
was ideal for such a country drive. At teatime
congratulations and best wishes were extended
to Mrs. Collins on the occasion of her 80th
birthday ; after which followed the cutting and
serving of her iced birthday cake.
Time permitted for a visit to be made to the
Castle before all assembled for the homeward
journey.
The Annual General Meeting of the Guild
was held in the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
October 11th, at 3 p.m. Several members were
unable to attend owing to illness.
After the Minutes had been read and signed,
and the balance sheet presented, the election of
officers took place. Mrs. King was elected
Chairman for the fifteenth year in succession;
Miss Constants ViceChairman and Miss Partiss
Secretary.
There being no further business, the meeting
closed.
The monthly meeting of the Guild was held
in the Drill Hall on Wednesday, ^November
v
7th, at 3 p.m.

2§7

THE DRAGON
The Chairman (Mrs. King) presided. The
Minutes of the last^ meetingwqre read and
signed.
*
»
Mrs. king 'arid all welcomed the return of
three sick members.
Two letters were read* from the Chairman of
the Men's Sports Committee re the men's supper
on November 11th.
It was agreed that an American Tea should
be held at the!1 December meeting.
Miss Constants (ViceChairman) provided a
game which was enjoyed by all. 
The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m.
"
E.L.E.P.

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held at
7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 21st October, at the
Prince Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, S.W.1, with Mr. E. W. Tong in the
Chair.
SILENCE.—The Chairman asked the members
to stand in silence for one minute in memory
of Major H. G. James and Captain H. W.
Williams, 6th (191418) Battalion, who had
recently passed away.
Major Enright rose and said Major James
had attended the first London Branch meeting
at the Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria, in. 1926.
When Major James stood up and spoke we knew
we had found a friend. He was a charming
gentleman, had entertained us at Canterbury
year after year and had taken us to his garden
at Greyfriars. His generosity could not be
excelled.
Mr. R. W. Billings read a letter from Mrs.
Williams and one which Captain Williams had
attempted to write just before his death.
Mr. Billings said Captain Williams had been a
good friend of the Branch.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the Minutes
of the last meeting, which had been held on the
16th September. These were confirmed and
signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence, including letters and extracts
from Donkey Warren, Snowball Manning,
Captain "Birdie" Hopps, Captain Geo. Johnson,
Nobby Clarke, Major P. Dare and the family
of the late Major H. G. James.
Mr. Marshall promised to visit Mr. D. J. Hoy,
and Mr. E. Cousins to visit R.S.M. Nobby
Clarke, both of whom are ill.

CANTERBURY VISIT.—The Assistant Secretary
read a letter from the R.S.M., Depot, detailing
arrangements for the 11th November.
MEMBER'S FIRST VISIT.—R.S.M, Peter Jack
son, InPensioner, was present for the first time
and was welcomed into the Branch by the
Chairman. Mr. Jackson left The Buffs in 1917
and went to the Manchester Regiment.
BUN PENNY COLLECTION.—16/.

Mr. Saunders rose arid said that Bert
"Battle" Bowman was now living and working
at Weymouth. He had suffered with a chest
complaint for a long time but was now improv
ing as a direct result of moving from London
to the coast. Mr. Bowman whilst living in
London was a regular attendance at branch
riieeting and a great supporter. He misses the
monthly gatherings and sends his best wishes
to all who remember him. 
There being no. further business to discuss,
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
HERE AND THERE

We are sorry to learn of the accident which
has laid up Associate Member H. Williamson,
and trust his injuries soon heal. *
Branch Christmas Cards, designed by Captain
D. G. Woodcock, are on sale at meetings of the
London Branch.
Mr. R. J. Collins again made a small profit
for the branch funds with his football sweep
stake. The first prize for October was won by
Captain G. J. Emery; who promptly returned
10/ of it for the benefit of branch funds.
The 25th (Silver) Anniversary Dinner and
Ball will be held at the Duke of York's Schools,
Chelsea, S.W., on the 23rd June at 6.30 p.m.
for 6.45 p.m. Tickets and information from
Mr. R. J. Collins, 82 Gay Gardens, Dagenham,
Essex. Tickets 13/6.
Our thanks are due to Major H. V. Duffy for
his assistance in arranging the annual dinner for
1951.
Captain D. G. Woodcock, Sid Heath, Harry
Miller and George Dillistone, all of the l/4th
Battalion, had a nice little party on the 21st
October. Unfortunately George had to leave
early to meet his brother, who was in London
for the day,
 .

,

.,

...

,;,,,,^^L^.C.W.G.

London Branch Ladies' Guild Annual Dinner, September 23rd, 1950

Photo bv Cecil Walden, Ltd.
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There was a good attendance on Saturday,
4th November at the Prince Alfred Restaurant,
in spite of some members entertaining their
children with fireworks, it being the eve of Guy
Fawkes.
MINUTES.—The Minutes for the previous
month were read and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from otir Guild President, the Hon. Mrs. Gerald
Scarlett, Mrs. Lamb, Mrs. Timms, Mrs. Cousins
and Major A. J. Peareth.
REGRETS.—Regretting their inability to
attend, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Enright, Mrs.
Billings, Mrs. Odell, Mrs. Kibbett, Mrs. Lamb
and her daughter Kathleen.
SICK.—It was with regret the Chairman
announced the illness of the infant son of Mrs.
Timms, just seven weeks old. We trust he will
soon, be well ; also that Mrs. Cotton was much
better, being away convalescent. She thanks all
for their kind thoughts and good wishes.
ARMISTICE DAY.—Members were requested
to meet at The Buffs plot at Westminster
Abbey. The Field of Remembrance on Satur
day, 11th, at 7 o'clock to plant crosses in
memory of our fallen Buffs.
DINNER.—The forthcoming Dinner will be
held on September 29th, 1951. Mrs. Everett
will be pleased for anyone who wishes to pay
towards their tickets.
OUTING.—Mrs. Buxton proposed an outing
take place to a seaside resort early in June, 1951.
The members unanimously agreed. Fuller
details next meeting.
FINES.—For not wearing badges, 3d. was
collected in "Fines".
RAFFLES.—Raffles were given by Mrs.
Taylor, Mrs. Annan, Mrs. Jackson., Miss Evans
(Nurse) and Mr. Collins, which realised 27/9.
Many thanks. It does pay for the room for our
evening's meeting and social.
D.E.S.

Dover Branch
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held
at the Eagle Hotel, Dover, on Thursday, 2nd
November, 1950.
The Chairman, Major Jackson, opened the
meeting at 8 p.m. Minutes were read and
confirmed.
The Chairman called on the Secretary to give
his report for the year. A vote of thanks was
passed for his excellent report.

The Treasurer also gave his report and his
financial statement was passed round to all
members present. Thanks were recorded to
him also.
^
CORRESPONDENCE.—A visit to Sandwich
Branch was confirmed for November 18th.
ELECTIONS FOR OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE.—

President: Colonel Crookenden, D.S.O.; Chair
man : Major J. C. Jackson ; ViceChairman :
Mr. White ; Secretary : Mr. C. Mills ; Assistant
Secretary: Mr. T. H. Holloway; Treasurer:
Mr. C. Collins. The Committee were reelected
en bloc, with Mr. Knowles in addition, and also
the Social Committee.
The Dragons for October were distributed.
Box Collection realised 11/8 for branch funds.
Mr. Middleton having now returned home
after his summer vacation, it is hoped that the
Branch news will be once more in his capable
hands.
T.H.H.
LADIES' GUILD

Our meeting was held at the T.A. Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, on Thursday, 2nd November,
at 3 p.m. Mrs. Collins was in the Chair.
The Minutes of our last meeting were read
and confirmed. Owing to the absence of our
Secretary, these were read by Mrs. Clark.
Correspondence was read and debated upon.
A letter has been received from the Colonel of
the Regiment thanking the Branch for a
donation for the Regimental Chapel.
Next on the agenda was reading of home
composed poems of the Regiment. I think they
were very good and showed good talent. Owing
to the unavoidable absence of our Chairman
(Mrs. Crookenden) they were not judged.
A very enjoyable afternoon was spent with
the Sing, Say or Pay. Only four members paid.
Next month we are hearing "Embarrassing
Moments".
Mrs. Knight was nominated to place the
Guild Wreath at the Cenotaph after the
Armistice Service on Sunday.
B.M.M.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The month of October has been very busy.
On October 18th a party of members visited
the Branch at Sittingbourne on the occasion
of their first birthday. A most enjoyable evening
was spent.
continued on p. 261

6th Battalion (191418) Annual Dinner, October 7th, 1950

Photo by Cecil Walden, Ltd.
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October 24th saw our monthly meeting and
Whist Drive.
Then on October 31st we paid our annual
visit to Canterbury. The morning was spent
in the Cathedral with a visit to the Treasury,
where a most interesting time was enjoyed,
many treasures being on view. We were pleased
to have the company of Mrs. H. Findlay, who
entertained us to coffee; on leaving the
Cathedral the party separated and went their
own ways.
A party of twelve went to lunch at the
Talisman Restaurant, where they entertained
Mrs. Findlay to lunch and on behalf of the
Branch Mrs. Skinner presented Mrs. Findlay
with a bunch of Chrysanthemums. During the
afternoon we visited the shops and then went to
Evensong at the Cathedral. Thanks to Mrs.
Findlay, we were able to visit the Warriors'
Chapel, all present being most interested.
During tea we were very pleasantly surprised
to be visited by Mrs. Crookenden, who chatted
with us all. Tea over, we made our way to
our coach and home, all being tired after a
most enjoyable day.
M.S.

The Annual General Meeting of the Guild
was held on October 11th. Mrs. Dean was in.
the Chair. The Minutes of the previous meeting
were read and confirmed. The only business to
discuss was the birthday party which was to
be held on October 18th, 1950.
After the business, Mrs. Dean was reelected
as our Chairman for another year. Mrs.
Ravensdale was also reelected as Secretary ;
also Mrs. Williams as Treasurer. Mrs. Stafford
was elected as ViceChairman in the place of
Mrs. Stevens, the retiring ViceChairman.
The rest of the evening was enjoyed by all
in the way of games. Refreshments were
served during the evening.
On October 18th we celebrated our first
anniversary by having a birthday party. We
were pleased to have twelve members of the
Medway Branch at our party. Mr. Mount acted
as M.C. We had numerous games and com
munity singing. Mrs. Dean kindly made us a
birthday cake. This was cut by Mrs. Sellens
of the Medway Branch. There were several nice
prizes, all being given by the members of the
Guild. There were three raffles, the money
from these going towards the cost of the party.

Sittingbourne Branch
The 182nd monthly meeting was held at the
Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne, on Friday,
October 13th, 1950. Colonel D. J. Dean was in
the Chair, supported by Major J. E. Wills,
looking very fit after his holiday, and a grand
number of 27 members were present.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
signed.
Correspondence was read. Matters arising
being the Poppy Day wreath. It was carried
unanimously that one be ordered as in previous
years.
CHILDREN'S PARTY.—IT was proposed by
Mr. Williams and carried unanimously that a
children's party be held. It was suggested that
the ladies be asked if they would carry on with
the party the same as last year and that several
of our members be asked to cooperate with the
ladies. The date of the party is Saturday,
December 9th, 1950.
ANNUAL DINNER.—It was suggested that this
take place in February, the date to be fixed
later.
Five members were caught without badges
and all paid their fine of 3d. The booby prize
was won by Mr. E. Croucher. It was given by
Mr. Len Coward und realised 14/.

Ramsgate Branch
Our October meeting was quite like old days.
We topped the 50 mark in attendance, a jolly
good meeting and, plenty of business. It was
nice to have Colonel Orwin, Major Martin and
other officers taking an interest in our Branch.
This gives our Chairman more "zest". The hard
work put in by Mr. Fakley is appreciated by all
of the members.
We had plenty of veterans present and,
talking about "veterans", one old Buff was
quite excited over the Star article of the
Churchill Story about the Malakand Field
Force and how The Buffs got to Winston's
rescue in time.
Dick Durrant and Captain Johnson, send their
best wishes to all Buffs. Considering their great
age, they are weathering very well. Now for the
meeting report:—
There was a good attendance of members at
the monthly meeting of the Ramsgate Branch
of the Past and Present Association The Buffs
held at the Freemasons' Tavern, High Street,
Ramsgate.
Mr. C. F. Fakley presided and was supported
by Colonel W. R. Orwin, Major H. Martin,
Captain M. J. W. Smith, Lieut. W. Wotton,
Messrs. E. H. Swendeli, J. Hogben and Mr,
B. E. Knott (Hon. Secretary).

LADIES' GUILD
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Extending a welcome to Colonel W. Orwin
and Mr. A. B. Impett (Broadstairs), Captain
M. Smith (Manston) and to all members present
that evening, the Chairman remarked that such
a good attendance greatly assisted the progress
of the Branch.
Mr. Fakley mentioned that Mr. R. Durrant,
one of their oldest members, was making good
progress from his illness and the Branch wished
him a speedy recovery.
He was also pleased that Ramsgate Branch
had been successful in winning the Cup for the
largest catch in the Fishing Competition. He
congratulated the winning team, also Mr. J.
Hogben and the Committee for the successful
arrangements made for the other branches that
had entered.
The Branch and also the whole Association
appreciated the kindness of Mr. W. Wotton of
Tomson and Wotton for giving the Cup and
Colonel W. Orwin for the splendid prize rod.
Mr. Fakley stated that as it was Alamein
Day he asked members to stand for two minutes'
silence as a token of respect to their late com
rades.
It was decided to send a representation for
Remembrance Day Service on 12th November,
1950, and that the Branch was to place a
wreath on the War Memorial.
Mr. C. F. Fakley was elected Branch Welfare
Officer. This appointment met with the
approval of all members.
Mr. Hogben gave a brief report of social
activities and stated that members of the
Branch were invited to attend the visit to the
Margate Branch for a social evening on Wednes
day, 1st November, 1950. The date of the
Annual Branch Dinner was left over to be
decided at the next meeting.
Apologies for absence were read from Major
A. J. H. Taylor, Captain K. F. Speakman,
Messrs. W. Groombridge, R. Taverner and R.
Durrant.
Mr. W. G. Latter was enrolled a new member.
Following the meeting, refreshments were
served by Buff Host Dick Atkins and the
remainder of the evening was spent in reviving
old memories.
B.E.K.

Margate Branch
In our last notes we reported that a party of
American airmen had been invited to a social
evening by the Branch. Well, the Yanks failed
to put in an appearance, but a pleasant evening
was spent by the Branch members present.
At our Branch Meeting for November, or
rather following it, we had the pleasure of
entertaining some of our friends from Ramsgate
Branch. A darts match was played, won by
Margate, and a shooting competition on the
miniature range between teams from their
respective branches was organised, and was won
by Ramsgate Branch.
There is little to report in the way of Branch
activities, although we are advised of a start
being made shortly in social events.
We are pleased to see a few more members at
Branch Meetings lately.

Herne Bay Branch
Once again winter is beginning to tell on us
andso we look forward to a New Year of
Promise, when we hope to build up a bigger
housefull of old Buffs at our meetings.
Our Secretary was invited by the Mayor of
Bullockstone during the month to visit the
Tobacco Plantation and the process of curing,
etc., of this fragrant weed, and afterwards
took part in. refreshments. Anyone requiring
insect killer should apply in person.
On Sunday, November 12th our members
will be taking part in the Service of Remem
brance which is being organised by the Joint
Committee of ExService Men.
We are all looking forward to our visit to the
Dover Branch on December 7th.
Our Secretary received first hand information
about the 1st Battalion during the month when
he received a visit from Mrs. Faulkner, wife of
C.S.M. Faulkner.
A.T.

Folkestone Branch
I was not able to be at the October meeting,
which I very much regret. By reports from
those who were there I gather it was a real
success. Colonel Jackson brought along his
gang from Hythe and they seem to have en
joyed themselves no end. Major Peareth came
down from his den in Canterbury and we are
always delighted to have him at Folkestone,
and I'm glad to say he appears to have the
same feeling towards us. Quite a good number
of our members turned up to welcome them
and make a good evening for everyone.

A/ASiy fib

Saa^t^

here is a gradually improving stock of vanity cases,
cigarette cases, cigar boxes, pocket lighters, toilet services,
etc., with colours in enamel and mounted with silver badge
of any Unit of H.M. Forces. The Goldsmiths & Silversmiths
^

Company will be pleased to submit details upon request.

GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD
112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  Wl
N U M B E R I 12
OUR ONLY ADDRESS  TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
IS

vi
Let me remind you that the idea of a reunion
of l/5th Bn. (191419) is well under way, so
look out for ahnouncetnents. It vyill be at
Ashford. fairly early in the New Year. I shall
be glad to let any of you know as much as I
can if youlet me have your address. W. Brunger,
22 Hawkins Road, Gheriton, Folkestone.

Brighton Branch
Brighton Branch Annual Dinner will be held
in Brighton at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, January
13th, 1951. Price of tickets and place of dinner
wiirhe announced in next month's Dragon.
1st Bn. Mortar Platoon—continued from p. 253

Faversham Branch
Ptes. Castle and Turner did a very good job qf
Our General Meeting was held at Faversham maintaining
their carriers in action, but who #as The
oh 2nd October, 1950. We had a very good driver who was seen repeatedly jumping out of his
evening and the officers for the next year are carrier on the way back to Barracks brandishing a
as foliows :—Chairman ; Major H. W. Jackson ; haniiner and saying to the rest of the convoy : "Carry
ViceChairman : Mr. W. Jackson ; Secretary : on, I'M fix it" ? !
Mr., Dr^ry ; Treasurer : Captin Green ; Enter
All round a very good time was had by all and we
and Sports : Mr. Knaggs ; Committee : wish to extend a vote of thanks to 2/Lieut. Grugeon
Cpl. Bonus on keeping that "warmicecold beer"
Mf; "Hogbin, Mr. Croucher, Mr. Miller, Mr. and
for us.
White, and Mr. Hoare.
We are glad to welcome back to the Platoon Pte.
: YVe decided at this meeting that we would Pitchers
who has had a brief stay in Hospital arid Pte.
hold our monthly meetings every other month Reynolds has also returned to us after haying his
at Eastling and Faversham, as we think that appendix extracted. The latter performed a very
iiiore members from the country would attend good job as Sergeants' Mess Waiter whilst at cartip.
fte meeting at Eastling.
Soon we shall be saying goodbye to all our National
and we would like to say thanks and wish
Monthly meeting held at Eastling on 6th Servicemen
you all the best for the future.
November, 1950.
Our stay in Khartoum has been rather dull compared
| We had more members than ever attend this
with Hong Kong. Our time here has been taken up
faceting which we all enjoyed; Our Chairman, mostly with training and Guard duties, !but we have
Major Jackson, was very pleased to see so many enjoyed the sports here which have been very numerous.
Taken all round, however, everyone is of the opinion
members.
that the Sudan is not really what you might call a
We are holding our Dinner and Dance at holiday resort.
Eastling on Saturday, 16th December, 1950.
Doors will be open at 8 p.m. to the public arid
to all branches for dancing. Admission 1/.
There will be refreshments at moderate prices.
Lettings
We would like to see as many as possible come
jVfRS.
N.
B.
M.
Pirn,
"Montrose", Grands Vaux,
along.
Jersey, Channel Islands, wishes to let her house
Our next meeting will be held at the Royal Will anyone interested communicate wifh her at the
above address or to A. H. E. Pirn, Esq., The Buffs,
William, Faversham, on Tuesday, December c/o
Grindlay's Bank., Ltd, 54 Parliament Street,
5th, 1950.
London, S.W.l.

The Past and Present Association
Secretary : MAJOR A. J. PEARETH.

Telephone : CANTERBURY 4764,

Headquarters : DEPOT, THE BUFFS.

BRANCHES
Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. p. J. Sharrard, 13 Sackville Crescent,
Godington Road, Ashford
Mr. p. Gould, 51 pincolns Inn Fields,
Pondon, W.C.2
Mr. C. A. Mills, 10 West Street, Dover
6.

8. SITTINGBOURNE
RAMSGATE

10.

MARGATE

11.

HYTHE

12.

CANTERBURY

13.

HERNE BAY

14.

FOLKESTONE

15. SANDWICH
16.

DEAL

17.

FAVERSHAM

18.

BRIGHTON

19.

DENMARK

First Saturday in each month, Somerset
Arms, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, West
minster, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, "Eagle
Hotel", Pondon Road, Dover, 7.45 p.m.

Mr. p. Maxwell, 7Stone Street, Cranbrook, *
Kent
Past Saturday in each month, The Two
Mr. A. P. Peacock, 221 Carnation Road,
Mr. F. C. Cox
Brewers,
High
Street,
Rochester,
Strood, Rochester
7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D. Mr. W. Sinclair, 50 Homewood Avenue,
Past Street, 7.30 p.m.
Milton Regis
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Mr. B. p. Knott, 33 Brunswick Street,
Mr. C. F. Fakley
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. J. H. Shakeshaft, 14 Alexandra Road,
Mr. R. H. Harman
Harlev.Square, 8 p.m.
Broadstairs
Past Wednesday in each month, British
p. R. Peirce, 16 Frampton Road,
Mr. X.
Col. J. V. R. Jackson
Pegion Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Hythe
First Friday in each month, Rhodaus Town,
Mr. J. J. Sharp, "Mylton", Tonford Pane,
Pane,
p. F. Parratt
Mr. X
Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Thanington, Canterbury
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. A. Trice,
Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Mr. W. Stanard
Pegion Club, May Podge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Mr. T. Fordred, 49 Downs Road, Folkestone First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Major A. A. West
Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. D. H. Hart, 45 St. Barts Road,
Mr. H. Taylor
8 p.m.
Sandwich
Mr. W. F. Oram, 344 Middle Deal Road,
Deal
First Tuesday in each month, Royal
Mr. W. Drury, 2 Dorset Place,
Place, Faversham
Major H. Jackson
William, Faversham, 7.30 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, R.N.O.C.
Major H. Milton, 118 Queen's Road,
Capt. R. J. Robertson
Club. 191 King's Road Arches, Brighton,
Brighton
7.30 p.m.
First Tuesday in each month, St. Hubertus
Capt. W. M. Iversen, K.D. Mr. Knud. G. Knudsen, Fuglevadsvej 9,
Restaurant, Aaboulevard, Copenhagen,
Kegs. Pyngby, Copenhagen, Denmark
7.30 p.m.
Col. p. B. Burns, T.D.

WEALD

7. MEDWAY

9.

Meeting Dates and Places

GROUPS
(a)
(ft)

(c)

Dover, Folkestone, Hythe, Deal
Ramsgate, Sandwich, Margate

td)

Canterbury, Herne Bay, Ashford, Weald
Medway, Sittingbourne, Faversham

LADIES' GUILD
President : HON. MRS. P. G. SCARLETT
1. PONDON

Chairman
Mrs. D. p. Spinner

Secretary
Miss M. J. Coley, Worcesters Podge,
Ridge Hill, Nr. Barnet, Herts.

2.

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

Mrs. A. M. Foulkes, 25 Vale View Road,
Dover
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone

Branch

DOVER

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. G. Wood, J.P.
Mrs. East

Mrs. G. Maxte'd, 143 Middle Street, Deal

5. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

6.

Mrs. P.King

Mrs. M. Sellens, 69 Priestfield Road,
Gillingham, Kent
Mrs. p. Partiss, 22 Bond Road, South
Ashford
Mrs. J. Ravensdale, 10 Railway Terrace,
Sittingbourne

4.

DEAL

ASHRORD

7. SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. P. Dean

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Prince
Alfred Restaurant, Tufton Street, S.W.I,
6.30 p.m.
Second Tuesday in each month, Coop.
Cafe, Biggin Street, Dover, 3 p.m.
Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, St..
George's Hall, High Street, Deal.  .
Every Fourth Tuesday, Foresters' Hall,
King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Second Wednesday in each month, The
Drill Hall, Ashford, 3 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month,. Drill
Hall, past Street, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.

IT

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, King of Denmark
Colonel : MajorGeneral Hon. P. G. Scarlett, C.B., M.C., D.L., Stonegreen Hall Mersham, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Name

Unit or Appointment
PLEUTENANT COLONELS

Dewar, M. P. D., M.B.E. ... T/Col., G.S., E. Africa Command.
Parry, F. W. B
1st Bn.

Bruce, E. P. C., M.C.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O. ...
Parry, R. F., M.C
Connolly, J. F., D.S.O.
Craig, B. H
Jelf, A. G
Craddock,R.W., D.S.O., M.B.E.

MAJORS

Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
T/pt.Col., 4/5th Bn.
T/Col., School of Infantry, Warminster.
T/pt.Col., Div. Battle School, Tripoli.
Depot.
Mons Cadet School, Aldershot.
T/pt.Col., G.S.O.I. Hamburg District,
B.A.O.R.
Atkinson, J. G., O.B.E.
T/pt.Col., Instr. I.D.C.
Grace, H. R.
1st Bn.
Scott, E. S., M.B.E.
Q Branch, War Office.
Harris St. John, B. J.
1st Bn.
Pewis, P. T. ...
1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.
Bailey, N.'T.
...
.]. jj C G T C
Edlmann, E. p. C., M.C. ... T/pt.Col. Mil. Attache, Copenhagen.
Rawlings, A. C
A.P.M., Hamburg.
Horley, B. M.
1st Bn. Royal Fusilers B.A.O.R.
May, J. F. Fitz G
Ministry of Supply.
Ravenhill, R. A. C....
G.S.O.2, G.H.Q., M.E.P.F.
Plumptre, P. B., M.B.E. ... 2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
Dendy, R. H
1st Bn. E. Surrey Regt.

CAPTAINS

Pucas, J. P
Norris, N F. H. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Blaxland, W. G.
Gay, A. W
Montgomery, D.
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Poulsen, N. D.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Collins, H. A.
Critchley, p. P.

Staff Capt., H.O., E. Anglian Dist.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
T/Maj., G.S.O.2, Aldershot Dist.
1st Bn.
Adjt. Cambridge U.T.C. (T.A.)
H! C G T C
2/3rd Bn. K.A.R., E. Africa.
T/Maj., 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
1st Bn.
G.S.O.3, M.I.2, W.O.
G.S.O.3, G.H.Q. Farelf.
4/5th Bn.
G.S.O.3, S.D. Branch, G.H.Q., M.E.P.F.

CAPTAINS—continued

Worts., J. B., M.C.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Court, D. N.

... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
... 1st Bn. Royal Fusiliers B.A.O.R.
... T/Maj., DAQMG., H.Q. Scottish
Command.
GordonWilson, N. F., M.B.E. T/Maj., G.S.O.2, War Office.
Nash, J P
... H.C.G.T.C.
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'"B. ... IstBn.
Iliffe, R. O
... IstBn.
Hadshar, G
... Depot.
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
... Br. Mil. Mission, Ethiopia.
Barrett, D. P. R. ...
... IstBn.
Dent, J. E
... G.S.O.3, H.Q., Br. Tps., Sudan.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
... G.S.O.3, Aldershot Dist.
Marshall, F
... Attd. M.A., Athens.
Dubois, G. E., M.C.
... T/Maj., Depot The Malaya Regt., Port
Dickson.
Peckham, A. D.
... 4th Bn. Nigeria Regt., W. Africa.
Squire, S. J
... IstBn.
Thorneycroft, F. E.
... IstBn.
Willows, D. A.
Wilson, P. F.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Phillips, P. M.

PIEUTENANTS

...

Griffin, C. J.
French, B.G.J.
Webber, J. W.
Pirn, A. H. E.
Brigstocke, W. F. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A.
Gillum, J. R.
Dalgliesh, A. R. F. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
Mullins, G. O.
MonckMason, G. V. S.
West, C. T. F.
Gatehouse, P. O. R.

... Airborne Forces Depot, Aldershot.
... A.D.C., Comd., H.C. District.
... 3rd Bn. Parachute Regt.
... Panguage Course, Pondon.
... H.Q. British Gurkhas in India, Barrack
pore.
... IstBn.
... 1st B11.
... 1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... H.C.G.T.C.
1st Bn. Parachute Regt.
... H.C.G.T.C.
... IstBn.
... IstBn.
2ND PIEUTENANTS

...
...
...
...

IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
IstBn.
1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS

Williams, p. J., M.B.E.
Watts, E. H. F.

...
...

Maj. (Q.M.), 4/5th Bn.
Capt. (Q.M.), 1st Bn.

Short Service Commissions
CAPTAINS—continued

CAPTAINS

Broadley, A., M.B.E., T.D..
O'Geary, M. G
Buckeridge M
Bailey, C. F., M.C
Ford, E. N. M.C
Minard, F. G.
Pickard, D. p. p., T.D.
Stewart, E. B.
Papworth, R. E.
Peates, M. M.C
Todman, N. E. H
Brooke, C. W.
Sherwood, R. D.
Pitkin, W. H.

T/Maj., Q.5(C)., War Office.
3 A.B.T.C.
T/Maj.
T/Maj.
4 Int. Tr. Team, S. Command.
T/Maj., D.A.D. Claims Commn., Hong
Kong.
Eritrean Police Force.
1st Bn.
9 Trav. Wing, H.Q. E. Anglia Dist;
Admin. Office, H.Q. Klagenfurt Gar.,
B.T.A.
G.S.O.3, War Offiice.
AG.I.(C), War Office.
T/Maj., H.Q. Inf. Bde. Dist. M.E.P.F. 12.
H.Q. Aldershot District.
1 R.W.K.

Carey, R., M.C
Robertson, R. J.
Kille, W! E
Elliott. N
Ransley, E. J., M.C.

Hannan, A. J.
McGrath, G. A.
Bloomer, R. H.

...

Delves, N. H.
Fakley, J. F.
Wilson, A. F. P.

...
...
...

Butcher, D.A.T.
Nicholl, P. R. J.
Severn, P. H. K.
Coote, A. D. ...
Roseberry, p. S.
Minto, I. G.,

...

H.Q., E. Command.
1st Bn. Peave U.K.
H.Q., N. Ireland District, pisburn,
N. Ireland.
T/Capt.
T/Capt., W.O. 3 P.I.A.
H.C.G.T.C.

PIEUTENANTS

... 1 R.W.K.
... T/Capt.
... T/Capt.
2ND PIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS

Rowcliffe, T. A.,, Capt.
Stone, J. H., Capt.
Corps, J., Capt.

...

Brit. Mil. Mission, Saudi Arabia, MEPF
H.Q. Pand Forces, Hong Kong.
Depot R., Norfolk Regt.

4/5th Battalion
HON. COLONELS

4th Bu. : Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
5th Bn. : Col. E. B. Burns, T.D., D.L., Riverside, Yadling, Kent.
Oliver, G. E. F., D.S.O.

PIEUTENANTCOLONBL

Hews, G. R. D., MX., T.D.
Taylor, N. G. H.
Prestige, J. T. R.
Thorne, P. A., M.C.
Neville, F. G., M.C.
Collins, H. A. (AdgtJ).
Tilleard, J.
Hannah, W. II.
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
Balding, C. E. E.

MAJORS

Bashall, T. H.
Fynmore, P. J.
Pees, H. D.
Eames, A. G.
Pewis, W. G. G.
Klean. P. H.
Pantony, D. A.

CAPTAINS

Williams, P. J., M.B.E.

PIEUTENANTS

2ND. PIEUTENANT
QUARTERMASTER

Maj. (Q.M.)
MEDICAL OFFICER

Major J. R. Hamerton, O.St.J., T.D. (R.A.M.C.).
CHAPLAIN
Major The Rev. A. N. B. Sugden, M.A.
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""THE Colonel of the Regiment sends his best

MALTA
CYRENA1CA
TUNISIA
LEROS
GERMANY

' \I71cVl
wishes for Christmas and the New Year to
all serving members of the Regiment, to the
members of the Ladies' Guilds and Branches
of the Association.
His thoughts, in particular, are with the
Reservists of The Buffs who are now in Korea.

We wish our readers a Happy Christmas
and a New Year with a promise of peace and
a more settled outlook in world affairs.
We thank our advertisers who have supported
us during the past year and express a pious
hope that their numbers may be swelled during
the forthcoming year.
We extend a hearty welcome to the 1st
Battalion which arrived at Southampton from
Khartoum on the evening of Sunday, December
10th. On Monday the Battalion disembarked
en route for Dover where it will occupy the
Old Park Barracks.
Colonel T. H. Spear has taken up the appoint
ment of Deputy Director, Quartering, at
Chessington.

EGYPT
ITALY

LIBYA
ALGERIA
SICILY,
HOLLAND
BURMA,

/
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Lieut.Colonel G. E. E. Oliver has been
appointed to command the Home Counties
Group Training Centre at Shorncliffe. He is
handing over command of the 4th Battalion
to Lieut.Colonel A. G. Jelf.
Mr. E. W. Oliver (6282733 exCorporal, 1st
Battalion), has recently arrived home after a
stay of many years in India and Burma. He
is now working at Bedford. He writes that
there are several exBuffs still in Burma
amongst them being "Durzi" Taylor, "Nobby"
Clark, "Ginger" Bell, Solley, C. Holton. Most
of these were in the M.G. Company, 1st
Battalion.
We regret to record the death of Mr. R. H.
Matthews, late Private, 2nd Battalion, who
died on October 28th. He was a life member
of the Association and belonged to the London
Branch.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
ENGAGEMENT

Major D. N. Court and Miss
M. K. Morrison
The engagement is announced between David
Norman Court, The Buffs, younger son of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Court, of Beckenham, Kent,
and Mary Keble, younger daughter of Major
and Mrs. J. M. Morrison, of GrantownonSpey,
Morayshire.
MARRIAGE

Taylor—Fenton.—On December 7th, 1950,

at St. Peter's Church, Broadstairs, Nigel
George Harcourt Taylor to Barbara Elizabeth
Fenton.

1st Battalion The Buffs, 1922—1950
QN April 22nd, 1922, the Battalion embarked
^m S.S. Huntsend for Constantinople to form
part of the British Army of the Black Sea. In
September, 1923, it disembarked at Gibraltar
where, except for a break of four months in
1924/25, when it moved to Egypt, it remained
until moving to Bareilly in 1927. In November,
1930, it moved to Burma where it was stationed
first at Rangoon then at Mandalay. It took
part in the Burma Rebellion of 1931.
In April, 1936, it moved to Lucknow and in
September, 1938, left India for Palestine where
it took part in the Palestine Rebellion. In
July, 1939, it moved to Mersa Matruh,

The War Period
In June, 1941, the Battalion was a unit of a
Guards Brigade during the attempt to relieve
Tobruk. In December, 1941, it was over
whelmed at Point 204. Being reformed it
became a motor battalion to the 8th Armoured
Brigade, taking part in the battle of El Alamein.
Subsequently with various armoured divisions
it was actively engaged in the victorious advance
of the 8th Army.
In February, 1944, the Battalion crossed to
Naples, being sent forward to reinforce the
bridgehead at Anzio and for the remainder of
the war was engaged in the Campaign in Italy.
It was then stationed in Trieste and Greece.

PostWar Reorganisation of the Army
Upon the reorganisation of the Army the
Battalion was reduced to cadre strength and
returned home. In August, 1948, in Hong
Kong, the cadre amalgamated with the 2nd
Battalion and became the 1st Battalion, The
Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), the only
regular battalion now remaining.
In January, 1950, it moved to Khartoum.

ExBuffs in Korea
'"PHE following Reservists of The Buffs who
A have recently been recalled to the Colours
are serving with the 1st Battalion, The
Gloucestershire Regiment, in Korea :—
6287664 Pte. Ayliffe, W. E.
6287679 L/Cpl. Barrett, F.
6287199 Pte. Bartlett, S. A.
4591266 Pte. Benson, F. A.
6287309 A/L/Cpl. Bishop, J. D.
6287654 Pte. Bishop, W. G.
6286885 Pte. Bradshaw, A.
6287333 Pte. Brown, E.
6399560 Pte. Brown, C. F.
6287377 Pte. Bucknell, C. E.
6287677 Pte. Charman, L. P.
6290154 Pte. Dix, W. E.
4984267 Pte. Harris, R. E.
6287911 Cpl. Hobbs, J. W.
849352 Pte. Hoyle, M.
6287634 Pte. Knowles, R. F.
6204633 Pte. Mitchell, A. W.
6287338 Pte. Widshe, W. A.
6286946 Pte. Wylie, J. R.

Historical Records, 1919—1948
RAWING to the recent prolonged dispute in
^the printing trade, it is only now that
proofs are somewhat fitfully coming through
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for the forthcoming volume of the Regimental
History, the completed typescript of which
has been with the publishers since the first
week in August.
Congestion, resulting from the dispute, is
likely to continue in the printing world for
many months to come. It is, therefore, im
possible to forecast a definite date of publication.
This, in the most favourable circumstances, is
unlikely to be earlier than the late Summer of
1951.
A further notification of progress will be made
in due course, together with full details as to
precise cost and procedure for placing orders
for the volume.

Buffs Golfing Society
r~PHE

Society welcomes a
* new member—Capt. M. C.
Bollon.
It is hoped that all members
will do their best to enlist new
members which the arrival of
the Regular Battalion in U.K.
should encourage.
A resultant increase in
attendance at our Meetings
should make these fixtures
even more attractive than at
present.
A MidSummer Meeting has
been arranged for 24th June
at the well known and attrac
tive Sunningdale Golf Club.
Such a chance of playing on. this splendid
course should not be missed. A large attendance
is expected.
The fees required are of a most generous
nature. A charge of 20/ includes Green Fee,
Lunch and Tea. Surely an attractive tariff.

J.c.

Regimental Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Lt. B. G. J. French from Short Service Commission
to be Lt., 29th November, 1950, with seniority 1st
November, 1947.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd Lts.
J. G. Barker, A. D. Conyers, 12th August, 1950.
D. A. Whiting, 26th August, 1950.
J. S. Linington, 16th September, 1950.

[Photo: Kent Messenger

Wedding
Mr. V. J. Sandum and Miss A. A. Argrave

A

WEDDING peal was rung on the bells of
St. Martin's Church, Canterbury, on Satur
day, November 25th, after the wedding of Mr.
Victor J. Sandum, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs.
P. J. Sandum, of 12 Clifton Gardens, Canter
bury, and Miss Annetta A. Argrave, only
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Argrave, of 16
Sturry Road, Canterbury.
The father of the bride, Mr. Alfred Argrave,
has been a master tailor at Canterbury Barracks
for 40 years and outside the church to pay
tribute to his daughter stood a military guard
of honour.
Bride and bridegroom are both on the
Canterbury staff of the S.E. Electricity Board.
The Rev. J. W. K. Griffin, the Chaplain at
Canterbury Barracks, officiated at the Choral
Service and special music included Gounod's
Ave Maria. The hymns were 0 Perfect Love
and The King of Love.
Miss Argrave, given away by her father,
made a lovely bride in a gown of white moss
crepe with train. Her embroidered veil was
held by orange blossom and she carried a
bouquet of red carnations.
The chief bridesmaid was Miss Evelyn Smith
and the others were Miss An.ona Sandum
(cousin of the bridegroom) and little Raye and
Glen Salmon (cousins of the bride). They all
wore peach crepe de chine dresses with turquoise
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accessories and carried Victorian posies. The
bridegroom's gifts were pendants to the two
older bridesmaids and silver hearts and chains
to the two smaller, attendants.
The best man was Mr. Peter Barton.
Nearly 150 guests, including many past and
present officers of Canterbury Barracks,
attended a reception at the NAAFI, Chaucer
Barracks.
Later Mr. and Mrs. Sandum left for a honey
moon in London, the bride travelling in a rose
pink dress with grey and pink accessories and
a light coloured coat. The bridegroom gave
his wife an aquamarine jewellery set and Mrs.
Sandum gave her husband a leather toilet case.
The couple received numerous presents, in
cluding an electric fire and an electric kettle
and saucepan from the Canterbury staff of the
S.E. Electricity Board.

ReUnion
l/4th Battalion, The Buffs '191418'
"LJAPPY memories of the old battalion" was
the principal toast at the 22nd Annual
Reunion of the 1/4th Battalion, The Buffs, at
the Drill Hall, Canterbury, on Saturday,
November 25th.
Although the fog kept some away, over 200
old comrades attended, quite a number from
beyond the boundaries of Kent, one from as
far afield as Warwickshire.
Major G. M. Kingsford presided and other
officers present included Lieut.Colonel B. S.
Collard, Lieut.Col. C. S. F. Witts, Lieut.Col.
H. L. Cremer (Hon. Secretary), Major A. C.
Grigg, Major R. E. Harbord and Captain S.
Baker.
Welcoming the old comrades who had "made
it" despite the fog, Major Kingsford paid
warm tribute to the work of the local com
mittees which had made that reunion possible.
After silent tribute had been paid to the
memory of those of the 1 /4th who had died
since the last reunion, Major Kingsford pro
posed a toast to "The happy memories of the
old battalion". It was impossible, he said,
after the years during which they had served
together as young men, not to recall many of
the incidents of the life of the battalion. It
was then that was born the Regimental spirit
of helping one another and of never letting the
Battalion down—a spirit which they had taken
with them into civilian life.
A VOICE : "Those were the days !"

Proposing the health of the officers, ex
C.S.M. Barron said that they were true comrades
on and off parade. They were all proud to have
belonged to the old l/4th Buffs and, he added,
"may the old Battalion continue to the very
end".
Major Grigg, in response, said that officers
and men all had a very warm regard for each
other.
The remainder of the evening was spent in
informal fashion, talking over the old days in
India, Mesopotamia and Aden.
A nice touch was that lads of the 1st Cadet
Battalion, The Buffs, helped to wait upon their
predecessors in the Regiment.

11/89 L.A.A. Officers ReUnion
jVfAJOR Bossom threw open No. 5 Carlton

* Gardens for the Annual Dinner on 24th
November of the unit that served during the
recent major contest successively as the 14th
Holding Battalion, 50th Battalion, The Buffs,
11th Battalion, The Buffs, and finally the 89th
Light AntiAircraft Regiment, R.A.
It was a splendid scene. In the first room
to be entered one was confronted with a blazing
fire and a fine array of alcoholic refreshment.
In an adjacent room a magnificent cold buffet
was displayed. One could move from room to
room at will, refilling with liquid or solid to
one's heart's content, rather like a horse with
a bowl of oats in one stall and a bucket of water
in the next.
Conspicuous among those present were their
past Commanding Officers in Lieut.Colonel
Willows, who raised the unit as a Battalion of
The Buffs, Lieut.Colonel Cory, who took it
across the waters as an Artillery Regiment,
and Major Mitchell, who has long been rendering
valuable service as a military M.F.H.
Brigadier Brunker, formerly C.R.A., was
guest of honour.
Others present were Bevis, Blaxland, Collins
(who was responsible for the unceasing flow of
liquor), Emms, Gilbert, Lodge (soldiering on
as a T.A. gunner in the H.A.C.), Hunter,
Leates (now chinwagging at the War Office),
Marcy (no larger), Miller, Person, Robson,
Sherrington, Simpson (wearing a peculiar zig
zagging tie in blue and red), and Taylor.
Letters of apology were received from General
'Sir Evelyn Barker (formerly Divisional Com
mander), Bickersteth and Shakespeare,
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Lord Mayor's Day, London, 1950
A detachment of fifty other ranks from
Shorncliffe under Captain A. F. P. Wilson
and 2/Lieut. P. 0. R. Gatehouse took part in
the Lord Mayor's procession on 9th November
and exercised their ancient right of marching
through London with bayonets fixed.
Most of them were recruits in the latter stages
of their very short training with a few clerks
and drivers added to make up the number.
After a fortnight's early morning drill under
C.S.M. Chapman who is an. old hand at these
shows, they formed a presentable unit.
The Buffs were placed in. an unfortunate
position in the services contingent, roughly
equidistant between two bands, both of them
playing at different tempo. But by concentra
tion on the part of all, the pace was held fairly
steadily. As it approached Ludgate, the
detachment tried to keep its own step, ignoring
both bands and the Grenadier Guards in front
who were experiencing the same difficulties.
Then a mass of students on the pavement
started their usual disruptive chant and every
thing went haywire for a few minutes. A Royal
Fusilier sergeant spat in the eye of a student
who tried to snatch the hackle from his cap,
while another got a kick on. the shins from a
guardsman. The Buffs were unmolested but
ready for them on. the way back along the
embankment and their efforts to confuse were
defeated by the combined voices of Sgts. Butler,
Crozier and Jamieson counting the time.
The Lord Mayor was expected to take the
salute from the Mansion House and was almost
missed standing on the edge of the kerb near
the Guildhall, but an "Eyes Left" was given
just in time.
It was encouraging to know that people in
the crowd recognised the badge—as greatcoats
were worn there was no other means of identi
fication—and the familiar "Steady The Buffs"
was heard many times along the route.

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
University Avenue Armouries,
Toronto, Canada.
6th November, 1950.
The Editor, "The Dragon'.
Dear Sir,
We have been receiving your monthly
publication quite regularly all year and look
forward to each issue with much interest. It

has occurred to us that members of The Buffs
would perhaps be interested in learning of
some of the activities of their affiliated Regi
ment, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
After a successful two weeks' Summer Camp,
we resumed our normal full parades in Septem
ber and find the active strength of our Regiment
to be growing steadily. We have taken on
strength several young Officer Cadets who
appear to be very promising material and will
no doubt in the near future become a definite
asset to the Regiment.
The Regiment participated in a weekend
field exercise in October and were fortunate in
having unusually warm and sunny weather for
the scheme. We carried out a defence exercise
preceded by a lecture to all ranks by the
Commanding Officer on the latest developments
and theories of fluid defence. We endeavoured
to make the exercise as realistic for the men
as possible by the use of blank firing Brens,
blank ammunition for the riflemen, thunder
flashes, etc.
A night compass march exercise was carried
out for the O.Rs. who were broken into syn
dicates of four men each and the results, in
view of the limited amount of training in this
regard, were most gratifying. This night
exercise was culminated by hot cocoa and
sandwiches and a singsong which lasted until
well after midnight around a large fire fed by
fence rails.
We held our annual Remembrance Day
Church Parade at St. Paul's Church in Toronto
on Sunday, 5th November. Parading with us
was the Cadet Battalion from Upper Canada
College, which is affiliated with our Regiment.
We are very proud of the fact that our Bugle
Band were successful in being awarded first
prize at the Waterloo Annual Music Festival
which qualifies them as being top military
band in Canada. The Band has been trained
under the direction of Captain W. T. Atkins,
A.R.C.M., and BugleMajor R. Wilson, M.M.,
who are both considered to be experts in their
profession.
We trust that some of the above activities
will be of interest to you.
Yours sincerely,
N. A.

MANCHESTER,

Captain,
Adjt., Q.O.R. of C.
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Round and About
By The Tramp
Christmas, 1950
CVER since I first
^began to contribute
these random and often
rambling notes to The
Dragon I have found it
hard to compose the
first paragraph at this
Season. It is no mean
task to avoid the com
monplace and the trite.
It is harder than ever
this year when the
traditional wishes seem
to be far less capable
of fulfilment. Nor is
it easy to think of
festivities and celebrations while our kinsmen
and Allies are at desperate grips with the
yellow hordes in Asia. Perhaps the most
heartening thing is the evidence of a growing
realisation by ordinary men and women that
we are in fact engaged in. World War III.
Korea may seem remote to those whose brothers,
sons and husbands are not in action in the
bleak wastes of the Far East, but the meaning
of the events is very near except to the most
thoughtless. In this connection it is easy to
exaggerate the apparent indifference of many
people and the Press is often to blame for
creating a false impression. Saturday night's
evening papers, for instance, devote a dis
proportionate amount of space to Arsenal's
struggle to avoid defeat and 12X would seem
to be more important symbols than UNO.

Security
At long last protests have been made against
the handling by correspondents of vital matters
of the dispositions and intentions of the United
Nations forces. The system of censorship at
Tokyo seemed to be alarmingly lax and the
irresponsibility of despatches printed in news
papers was palpable. It is not so long ago that
all of us in this country were being exhorted
and threatened regarding careless talk. These
very necessary regulations have lately been
forgotten. In today's (Sunday) Press there
is a despatch from a British correspondent,
printed in one of the more reputable organs,
casting doubt on the U.S. Army estimates of
the Chinese forces engaged in Korea and
quoting British Army opinion to suggest that
the Americans had exaggerated the numbers
of the enemy. This to a layman seems dangerous

folly particularly as it supports statements
made by the egregious Mr. Vishinsky at Lake
Success. Why, asks the ordinary man, should
we deliberately further the enemy's efforts to
divide us from our allies ? We should leave
such indiscretions to irresponsible and garrulous
ministers.

De Mortuis Nil Nisi Bunkum
The death of Mr. Bernard Shaw gave rise to
some astonishing obituary panegyrics. To
listen to or read some of the eulogies one would
imagine that here was a fit subject for canonis
ation. Shaw was a highly skilled dramatist and
a most accomplished controversialist. He was,
to use the words of one of his more levelheaded
admirers "a great comic". A great deal was
said of his humanity and kindliness but little
of the undeniable fact that he approved without
qualification of the present regime in Russia
and when faced with the colossal cruelty and
inhumanity of that system airily dismissed it
with the remark that while it tended to shock
our Western susceptibilities it was a necessary
part of a great political and economic advance.
So much for a million Kulaks who perished so
that collective farming might be successful.
The halo of St. Bernard the Second becomes a
little tarnished when one remembers those
facts. I derived a certain amount of quiet fun
from the reports that the burial of his ashes in
Westminster Abbey was seriously considered
in some quarters. Mercifully Shaw's own will
disposed of this quaint notion. The posthumous
sneer, contained in the will, at the Christian
faith and the symbol of the Cross restrained his
executors from applying for this honour. I like
to remember that Kipling firmly refused to
meet Shaw in their lifetime. It would have
been carrying irony a little far if their mortal
remains had become neighbours in the Abbey.

Royal Visit
I must confess that pageantry makes a strong
appeal to me. All the more in drab modern
London. I found myself in. the neighbourhood
of Victoria Station on a recent afternoon when
The Queen of the Netherlands and her Consort
were arriving for their most successful State
visit. I had a business appointment near the
Terminus but the crowds prevented me from
keeping it. I was not particularly upset and,
taking my place at the rear of a tightly wedged
crowd, I was able to see the whole affair in
comparative comfort. I have remarked before
that we do these things well in England. On
this occasion everything was up to standard.
The Household Cavalry in their magnificent
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full dress brought glitter and colour into the
sombre November day. The Footguards were
less resplendent since they were wearing their
bluegrey greatcoats. The Royal Navy who
took part in the lining of the route were wearing
greatcoats of a dingy black and were dis
appointing. One missed the white cap covers
and blue collars which they would have shown
had the season not been winter. Their drill,
however, was excellent and I was interested
to see that the metal parts of their rifles were
polished to a surprising degree of silveriness.
Knowing that plain clothes police officers
mingle freely with the crowds on such occasions,
I amused myself while waiting by trying to
pick out these most competent guardians of
the Peace. I am happy to say that I was on
the whole unsuccessful. Two gentlemen in
raincoats for a time paid a certain amount of
casual attention to me and I flattered myself
that my curious halibiments caused this interest.
But they may have been just pickpockets.

our home in those days and, for all its archi
tectural drawbacks, it wasn't a bad place. The
faces and names of companions of those remote
days are clearly fixed in my mind. Henry Hirst,
the C.O., grave and courteous ; A. S. Creswell,
the Adjutant, who seemed so senior and who
late at night in the ante room would unbend
towards the small fry of whom I was one.
My first Company Commander, the late Major
George Meakin, and a host of other excellent
people.
We had some odd jobs to do there, including
picquets down at the Shakespeare Cliff Colliery
Office and outposts at West Hougham and
elsewhere. I have always had a special feeling
for Dover, a magnificent if unlovely town,
splendidly situated looking out over the Channel
and with some of the best Kentish countryside
lying behind it. It is the most characteristically
English place I know.

The River War

S. African War Veterans Association

Like many other readers of The Daily
Telegraph I have been absorbed lately by Mr.
Churchill's War Memoirs serialised in that
newspaper. It occurred to me that I might
take up again the same author's story of
"battles long ago" ; his account of the campaign
for the reconquest of the Soudan by Lord
Kitchener. It is a wonderfully readable book
and contains some of the most vivid descriptions
of military operations I have ever read. The
highlight in. the book is the detailed account
of Omdurman in which Mr. Churchill took a
personal part, riding with the 21st Lancers in
their famous charge.
In my young soldiering days a,t the Depot
at Canterbury a senior officer of that fine
cavalry regiment was an honorary member of
the Mess and I can remember how interested
I and others were in his accounts of the
engagement.
And now we are being told to get out of a
country which we not only liberated but which
the genius of Kitchener and countless British
soldiers and civilian officials made prosperous
and secure. Ichabod !

Dover
The news that the 1st Battalion is due home
soon with Dover as its station brings back
many memories of a place so intimately linked
with the Regiment.
My own memories of Dover go back to a
wet and blustery November day in 1914 when
I arrived to report there. The old Citadel was

LONDON (Founder) BRANCH
20th November, 1950.

The Editor, "The Dragon".
Sir,
FIFTY YEARS AGO the South African War was at
its height and continued until the end of May, 1902.
FIFTY YEARS AGO.
The SOUTH
AFRICAN
WAR
VETERANS'
ASSOCIATION was formed with the objects of keeping
in touch with each other and assisting our less fortunate
comrades. It has carried on ever since and Branches
exist throughout the Empire, including 55 Branches in
this Country with over 8,000 members of which the
London (Founder) Branch has over 500. The Association
investigates and helps, as far as possible, all cases of
distress, not only of men but also of widows, and no
case, whether the man is a member or not, is denied
some little assistance.
Many hundreds of these old Veterans have had to go
into Public Institutions and they, belonging to the
Association or not, are regularly visited, as are our sick
and immobile members, by members of our Benevolent
Committee and are financially or otherwise assisted.
Large sums were collected in the days when Kipling
wrote The Absentminded Beggar and crowds enthusiastic
ally sang The Soldiers of the Queen, but that was FIFTY
YEARS AGO and assistance now from any existing
Public or Private Fund is meagre in the extreme :
Lloyds Patriotic Fund and the Royal Patriotic Fund
assist where possible, in very hard cases, but their
Charters, dating back to Victorian days, are so tied up
that, willing as the Trustees may be to render assistance,
the help given is but a drop in the ocean of distress
brought almost daily to our notice : The Army
Benevolent Fund cannot assist individual cases :
The Poppy Day Fund, apart from other British Legion
Funds, is for the relief of those who fought in the two
World Wars and the fact that there have been other
wars fought and that many of our Veterans, invalided
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through wounds or sickness, have been unfit ever since,
and that the passing years have added to their dis
abilities is forgotten.
...FIFTY YEARS AGO our Veterans answered the call
and in the pride of young manhood sailed away to do
their bit. Now, old and grey, they have but memories :
and one memory never forgotten is COMRADESHIP—
the comradeship formed on the battlefields and still
maintained. We may be old now and our war forgotten
by most, or never known to them, but we cannot forget
it or the comrades who now, in the eventide of life, ask
our help and assistance.
The war ended and for our country it marked the end
also of a long period of prosperity and success and was
the beginning of a great upheavel in our way of life,
but sickness and distress still continue and our efforts
to relieve this and provide that little extra which means
so much, are sadly crippled through lack of funds.
Our Association is representative of ALL RANKS
of the Navy, Regular Army, Militia, Yeomanry and the
Volunteers from all corners of the Empire who answered
the call when needed and the majority of our active
members fought again through the 191418 War and
many also served through the last : more and more are
now, however, beginning to feel the weight of the
passing years and our resources are feeling that strain
also.
Our Funds are. far from sufficient, carefully though
they are handled and administered, to assist all needing
help, but we do our best with those available, and
whilst we are not directly appealing for financial help,
we do desire your kind cooperation in forwarding the
objects for which this Association was formed.
Each Veteran member pays a yearly subscription of
2/6, halfacrown, and this, apart from small amounts
collected at Concerts, etc., is our sole income and
unfortunately, owing to the passing of so many of our
higher ranking Officer members, who so freely and
generously gave, and from economic causes, these
amounts htive almost ceased.
Our monthly meetings, on the second Wednesday of
each month, at the Duke of York's Headquarters,
King s Road, Chelsea, are enjoyable affairs, the business
is dealt with efficiently and quickly and is followed by a
two hours' smoking concert with professional and
amateur artistes giving their services, and this is the
ONE AND ONLY enjoyment many of our members
can afford.
The FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY of the signing of
the Peace Treaty at Vereeninging on May 31st, 1902, is
last approaching and it is our desire to get in touch with
and enrol ALL South African War Veterans, of all ranks,
so that when we celebrate that Anniversary on May
31st, 1952, by a National Service at St. Paul's Cathedral,
we can say that we have made contact with every
living Veteran of that War.
I know that you will have many calls on your leisure
time, but if you would, please, in the spirit of comrade
ship, kindly bring this to the notice of your Committee
and Members and furnish us with the names and
addresses of those of your Regiment still known to you
and who were on Active Service during the Boer War,
our Secretary will write to them, or if you would rather,
please give them our name and address so that they can
write themselves. Eight thousand are already known to
us in this Country and are already members and it is
our endeavour to contact those who have not heard of
this Association that this appeal is primarily made.

In the case of any of your members who reside outside
the London Area the Secretary of the nearest Branch will
be notified.
Yours faithfully,
A. CARTON DE WIART,
Lieut.General,

London President.
(Would those of the Regiment who were on Active
Service in the South African War and who are not
members of the South African War Veteran's Association,
kindly consider writing to the Secretary, S.A.W.V.A.—
Address : Captain F. R. Stone, 23 Deerhurst Road,
Streatham Common, London, S.W. 16.—Ed.)

Farewell Khartoum
P\ESPITE a faint air of anticlimax right at
the very end of it, the ten months spent by
the 1st Battalion in the Sudan can unquestion
ably be described as highly successful ones.
Not only individually but also as a corporate
body—as, in other words, a Unit fully repre
sentative of the British Army of today—the
Battalion made its mark, took away with it
many pleasant memories and left behind it
hosts of acquaintances and numerous friends.
It is a period to which every one of us fortunate
enough to have been serving with the Battalion
during its short tour of duty in the Condominium
will look back with justifiable pride and con
siderable pleasure—if for no other reason than
because it was the first occasion, in the history
of the Regiment, on which one of its Battalions
had served in that particular Country.
It would, however, be idle—indeed it would
be highly presumptuous—to pretend that all
the credit rests with us. If we have played
our part, in Khartoum and in Gebeit, the
permanent residents in both places have most
certainly played theirs and there is no gainsaying
the fact that everyone, everywhere, was kind
ness and hospitality personified. Such accept
ance of a crowd of total strangers, here today
and gone tomorrow, by those who live and
move and have their being in the Sudan, was
universal and wholehearted and made life
more than pleasant for all of us. There can be
few—can there indeed be any ?—of the
Battalion who, during those ten months, did
not receive from the local inhabitants an out
of the ordinary measure of hospitality and
goodwill.
Looking back for a brief moment over those
months, what most of us will remember more
than anything perhaps is the remarkable
weather we had. Readers—if there have been
any—of the monthly 1st Battalion Editorials
may have been able to gauge how fortunate
we were, taking it by and large. Only four real
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"huboobs" ; an early, heavy and almost too
prolonged rainy season ; the arrival of the
North wind nearly a month before its normal
advent—all these were friendly factors which
went to make our sojourn an exceptional,
rather than an average, one climatically
speaking. And for that one must be extremely
thankful.
From the military standpoint the ten months
were far from wasted. Though virtually no
collective training was possible, much time
was spent in firing the annual Rifle and L.M.G.
Courses with, on the whole/satisfactory results.
The fact that the Battalion teams did not
exactly distinguish themselves in the Command
Rifle Meeting early in November does not
necessarily give an indication of the standard
of shooting throughout the Battalion ; a
Unit, under circumstances such as ours, either
trains its experts for the glory of winning
prizes in public—and tends to neglect, in the
process, the man in the barrackroom—or it
does the opposite. There is little doubt which
Battalion is the better when the real test comes.
Despite many handicaps Support Company—^
ably initiated by Major Lewis, since wrested
from us to go to 1st Battalion, Royal Sussex
Regiment ; and continued under Captain
Iliffe, who has very recently joined him in
Suez—Support Company has done well for
itself during its first few months of life.
Changes in personnel are more frequent now
adays than probably many suppose. While we
have, during our stay in the Sudan, lost many
old warriors who had seen service with the
Battalion in many places, we have acquired
others from various sources. Chief among the
"dear departeds", in addition to Major Lewis
and Captain Iliffe, were Major Yates and
Lieutenants Goss and Gatehouse, while from
amongst the many new arrivals R.S.M. Weeks
and Bandmaster Sharpe deserve a further
mention.
The cricket season in Khartoum, as readers
of these pages will doubtless have gathered,
was a long and pleasant one. On every level
many matches were played and although,. in
the more representative contests, the Battalion
team did not always do itself justice, certain
it is that we derived—and we hope gave—a
great deal of pleasure from our cricket. Of one
thing we may be sure : next year's Regimental
side should be the stronger for the talent
that is now homeward bound.
The Battalion's contribution to the music
and the entertainment of Khartoum must
assuredly not be passed by without a word.
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Whether it was the Dance Band playing at the
Sudan Club, the NAAFI Club or the Grand
Hotel, the Military Band's three excellent
openair Concerts or their admirable playing
during certain Services in Khartoum Cathedral,
or the Corps of Drums, assisted by the Band,
in the various Retreat Beatings carried out
during our stay—no matter what the occasion,
the standard of playing and of drill was of a
high order. The final Beating of Retreat in the
Palace gardens—described in more detail
elsewhere in this issue—was undoubtedly a
more than fitting
climax to ten months'
martial, and other, music and was a spectacle
and an. occasion which many will long remember.
Altogether, therefore, the Battalion can look
back on its days in the Sudan—those hot,
dusty days, those wet, humid ones and those
days of almost English loveliness—with a
mixture of sadness and pleasure. It was
certainly with mixed feelings that we entered
the last few weeks of those ten months, for
while thoughts of Christmas at home tended
to be uppermost in many minds the effort of
having to uproot ourselves from our circle of
friends in Khartoum and from our activities
there was not altogether pleasant.
It is ancient history by now that, literally
at the eleventh hour, the Battalion's departure
was delayed for four days—until such time,
in fact, as 1st Battalion, East Lancashire
Regiment, had arrived from Port Sudan.
Incidentally, readers of The Times may be
relieved to hear that their journey was accom
plished by rail and not—as had been confidently
stated in that newspaper two weeks previously—
by road ; no matter how thinly you slice it,
the distance was—and always will be—five
hundred miles of damn all.
The anticlimax of postponement was still
lying in wait for us, however, when the month
of November, and the closing phases of our
stay, came upon us. Early in the month
Colonel Rowe, Director of Labour at Head
quarters, M.E.L.F., spent an hour or two with
the Commanding Officer and the Secondin
Command, on his way by air to Mauritius ;
and later on Colonel Dewar did likewise on his
way from Nairobi to Fayid. Needless to say
it was more than pleasant to catch even such
fleeting glimpses of both these Officers.
A farewell Cocktail Party in the Mess garden
was one of the first of a longish series of such
entertainments, official and otherwise. The
Khartoum "season". tends to open with a bang
early in November and this year was no
exception ; it all had a most pleasant prewar
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H. T. "Empir© Trooper"

flavour about it. We were all of us invited to
a similar party given by the Kaid and altogether
the "browsing and sluicing" was of a high
order during those last three hectic weeks.
Not that we weren't also fully occupied during
the daylight hours. The Command Rifle
Meeting; a Remembrance Sunday Parade
Service in Khartoum Cathedral at which,
incidentally, the call of Reveille was sounded,
by DrumMajor Moyes, better than many of
us had ever heard it sounded before ; an in
structive and exciting aerial demonstration and
display by a Squadron of visiting Vampires ;
and a final Battalion parade for the Kaid,
during which L.S. and G.C. Medals were
presented to C.S.M. Callaway and Cpl. Clarke
all these, over and above the seemingly endless
business of packing up and handing over, kept
us more than busy right up to the very last
minute.
And it was virtually at that very last minute,
as has already been indicated, that our de^
parture was delayed, thanks to certain Egyptian
Statesmen developing bees in their fezes about
a certain Treaty. During the four days of
waiting for our relief to arrive there can have
been few of us who did not feel like a deflated
balloon and it was with some considerable
degree of impatience that we awaited their
coming. Eventually, on the evening of Novem
ber 21st, we were really away, however. A

large crowd assembled on what passed for a
platform at Khartoum North Station; the
Band of the Sudan Defence Force played us
some lively airs ; and the Commanding Officer,
thanking them in fluent Arabic, very nearly
forgot his words when, suddenly realizing that
they were being addressed in their Mother
tongue, the entire Band sprang up and stood
stiffly to attention. At last a whistle blew;
handshakes and final farewells were exchanged,
the train lurched sickeningly backwards!
changed its mind and plunged madly forwards,
and we were off into the Sudanese night.
Good as the Sudan Railways were it was a
relief to get out at Port Sudan and to find that
the Hired Transport Empire Trooper was still
firmly attached to the quayside. Embarkation
was swift and unimpeded and just before ten
o'clock on Thursday, November 23rd, we edged
our way slowly out of the little harbour. The
Sudan coastline went down over the horizon
behind us and yet another page of the
Regiment's long history had been completed.
Once under way every effort was made to
reach Suez so as to catch the evening convoy
through the Suez Canal on Saturday, 25th, but,
though the Chief Engineer did his utmost!
head winds were encountered during most of
Friday and the attempt failed. This was not
altogether unacceptable, however, since a day
light passage of the Canal has always been of
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interest and ours on the Sunday was no excep
tion. Just after leaving the Great Bitter Lake
the Chief of Staff, M.E.L.F. (MajorGeneral
Miller), and his family were to be seen—by
those who knew where to look—standing on
the bank waving to us ; a friendly gesture from
so busy a man. The outskirts of Port Said were
reached late on. Sunday evening but it was not
until early the following morning, having
moved to our appointed berth, that we were
allowed ashore for a brief legstretch.
We were all very pleased to see Major and
Mrs. Lewis, who had come all the way up from
Suez, and Major Ravenhill and Capt. Critchley,
who had hopped a lift from Fayid, during those
few hours at Port Said. All of them looked
extremely well and it was good to hear that
Major and Mrs. Lewis had at last acquired a
flat in Suez, albeit a totally unfurnished one.
Major Ravenhill spoke darkly of some vitally
important job he was employed on. and then,
with engaging frankness, told us all what it
was ; and—speaking from personal experience
—Captain Critchley's handshake appeared to
be as firm as ever. To them all we are more
than grateful for having made the effort to
see us as we went through.
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Battledress by day and Blue Patrol or Service
Dress in the evenings was the order. It almost
goes without saying that as we steamed along
the North African coast towards Tobruk, on
the day after leaving Port Said, it once again
turned uncomfortably warm. On board some
of us had employment, others made every
effort to avoid any, and a few looked as though
a little wouldn't have done them any harm.
Major Gray, due to leave the Battalion on our
arrival at Southampton, frequently gave tongue
over the Tannoy system in his capacity as
EntertainmentscumLocalGuideboofoOfficer ;
Captain Griffin as Ship's Adjutant did the
same, for other reasons ; Lieut. Grugeon was
always madly busy over baggage ; Captain
Squire assumed the mantle—in the shape of
an armband—of the ship's chief sleuth ; and
Lieut. Mullins, with his left foot still encased
in plaster as a result of a football injury,
limped about organising the Sweep on the
Ship's daily run, a constant warning to all of
us to avoid rough games in the future.

It was with considerable regret that we said
Au revoir to Captain Iliffe at Port Said, on his
leaving us for 1st Battalion, Royal Sussex
Regiment.. He had only been with us for a
very few months and we had all hoped that he
would accompany the Battalion to Dover
where he would have been invaluable in—
amongst other things—forming and training
the new Support Company. Some bureaucrat
in Whitehall, however, must obviously have
had different ideas and he has gone to join his
other Battalion as SecondinCommand of a
Rifle Company ! With him go the best wishes
of us all and the hope that we shall meet again
soon.

Tobruk was reached early on Wednesday
morning the 29th but a halt of only a few hours
was made there and no Shore Leave was allowed.
When we set off again we ran into a long heavy
swell, the first occasion since leaving Port
Sudan on which the sea had been anything but
flat. By the following morning the nasty
pitching movement of the previous day had
vanished but it returned in full measure on the
Friday and somewhat delayed our arrival at
Tripoli. The entrance to Tripoli Harbour is
notoriously difficult and it is nowadays made
even more so by the various hazards—in the
form of wrecks—that lie in, and just off, the
fairway. With the strong wind and heavy
seas that were encountered on that Friday
morning the manoeuvring of a 14,000 ton
troopship through the narrow channel was
obviously no mean feat of navigation and
seamanship.

* We also said goodbye to ninety National
Service Soldiers, bound for various places, and
a variety of jobs, in the Middle East; to them
all we wish the best of good fortune wherever
they may be sent and no matter what badge
they may find themselves wearing. Finally we
extended a warm welcome to Lieut. Thomas,
who joined us at Port Said from 1st Battalion,
Middlesex Regiment, in distant Korea; we
hope his stay with the Battalion will be a happy
and a somewhat less alarming one.

Very soon after we had "dropped the hook",
an R.A.S.C. launch came bustling out from the
quayside bringing Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
Connolly and Major Bruce. It was a good piece
of timing by someone that as these visitors,
accompanied by the Commanding Officer and
the SecondinCommand, walked down the
deck together, the Band—which had been
playing a selection of appropriate music while
we entered Port—should have struck up the
Regimental March.

Up to and including Port Said it had been
considered warm enough to warrant the con
tinued wearing of tropical dress but thereafter

Quite a number of us went ashore at Tripoli,
passing as we did so 1st Battalion, Coldstream
Guards, embarking. Torrential rain fell during
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most of the day, accompanied by much thunder
and lightning, and the wind increased as the
afternoon wore on. It was not altogether
surprising, therefore—it was also a great
relief—to discover when we returned to the
ship when darkness fell, that our departure
had been postponed until the following morning ;
it was equally annoying, of course, that we
were not allowed ashore again, for a night on
the Tripoli tiles. It was most pleasant to see
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Connolly and Major
Bruce again ; all were more than apologetic
about the weather but were nonetheless in
great heart and entertained the Colonel, the
SecondinCommand and his wife and the
Adjutant most hospitably during the day.
With the wind appreciably less strong, and
with the ship now full to bursting, we eased
our way successfully out of Tripoli Harbour
early on Saturday morning, December 2nd,
and prepared ourselves for the last lap ;
doubtless not a few of us were wishing that,
by some magical metamorphosis, the final
week of the voyage could all at once have
become a thing of the past.
The Empire Trooper was one of the very first
German passengerships to be captured on
the outbreak of war. Built in Hamburg in
1922 she was employed on the Hamburg—
South America run under the name of Cap
Norte and it was when she was but a few days
out from Buenos Aires on 3rd September,
1939, that the Royal Navy put a prizecrew
aboard her. Thereafter she was employed as
a troop transport, ferrying reinforcements to
the Middle East, and it was on one of her early
runs in that capacity that she sustained her
first and only injury of the war—a shell fired
from that infamous commerceraider, the
Prinz Eugen, which hit her just above the
waterhue and killed nearly 80 men on one of
the lower troopdecks. Later she took part in
both the Sicily and the Salerno landings, in
1943. Immediately on capture she had been
taken over by the B.I.S.N. Company and
during her years of service as a troopship various
structional alterations have been made in her.
Innovations—such as the "Cafeteria" system
of feeding troopdeck personnel and the new
type of troopdeck berths, replacing hammocks,
called "Standees"—have also been tried out
in her before being brought into use in other
troopships.
In some ways, therefore, she was an improve
ment on that Ancient of Days, the Lancashire,
which had brought the Battalion from Hong
Kong earlier in the y^ar ; in others, however,

she was somewhat of a disappointment. The
limited amount of deckspace available was a
sore point, as was also the compulsory severance
of most husbands from their wives and families,
thanks to the preponderance of fourberth
cabins aboard. Amongst those affected by the
accommodation restrictions were Major and
Mrs. ffrench Blake and their small daughter,
and Captain and Mrs. Thorneycroft. The name
and spelling of the former family, incidentally,
were too much for some of the permanent
staff of the Empire Trooper ; on one occasion
"Major FrenchBalfour" was asked for over
the Tann.oy system and, at a later stage, it was
discovered that the family were registered on
the Passenger List as the "French Blokes".
Much bridge, piquet and ginrummy were
played during the journey; tombola, band
concerts and cinema shows were also available
for those so inclined. From Tripoli onwards
the remarkable match at Brisbane, and in
particular the second day's play, came as a
welcome diversion of thought from that sterner,
more critical contest going on in another
corner of the world. News of how well the
Commonwealth forces—and particularly our
late neighbours in Hong Kong—were doing was
indeed heartening, but it was a relief to be
able to turn away from the Korean scene and
to speculate on what might have happened
had England succeeded in winning the toss.
On a comparatively short journey such as
ours it was not possible to have the usual
troopship caper of a Novices' Boxing Com
petition, but the hardy standby of tugo'war
was introduced very soon after leaving Tripoli
and was held during the three lovely days
between there and Gibraltar. The Coldstream
Guards proved themselves to be formidable
antagonists who had no difficulty in overcoming
all opposition, though there were some tense
moments in the Officers' contest. A Retreat
Beating, by the Corps of Drums of both Regi
ments, was held before leaving the seclusion
of the Mediterranean. It was a joy to hear
the really first class fluteplaying of the Guards
as well as to come into contact, once again,
with the slower, more majestic pace set by their
drummers during the Quick Marches ; it was
equally gratifying to note that the journey
had not in any way impaired the excellence
of our own stickwork. The Band of the
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards had also
climbed on at Tripoli, thus giving Bandmaster
Sharpe and our own Band, who had been in
constant demand since leaving Port Sudan,
the double benefit of an occasional rest and
some healthy competition.
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Gibraltar was passed in the early hours of
Wednesday, December 6th, and we awoke
that morning to the creaks, groans and other
weird noises that a ship—to say nothing of
its passengers—always seems to emit when
rough seas are encountered. In retrospect,
however, the voyage up the coast of Portugal
and Spain, and the subsequent crossing of the
Bay and of the English Channel were all far
from being the agony that many of us had
feared they might be. The Empire Trooper,
paddling sedately along at 12 knots, was
remarkably steady in the water and there
were but few casualties. R.S.M. Weeks, who
had been struck down by some form of Malaria
at an early stage during the journey, reappeared
just after we had passed Gibraltar looking, to
say the least of it, "pale and interesting" ; we
wish him a speedy recovery.
During the last twentyfour hours of the
voyage, with Southampton coming steadily
nearer every minute, the air of expectancy
grew. There can. have been few of us—even
those who had only been away for a few
months—who were not excited at the thought
of seeing England again and at the pleasant
anticipation of some wellearned leave, with
Christmas and the New Year thrown in. The
thought, too, of being stationed in our own
part of our own County—the first time for
sixteen years that a Regular Battalion had
been so stationed—was also a pleasant one.
Realization of these events—as always in
such circumstances—proved itself to be in
finitely better than the anticipation of them.
Thanks to favourable wind, tide and weather
conditions The Needles was reached some
hours ahead of schedule. As we steamed
slowly up The Solent it was obvious that the
weather was trying its utmost to dishearten
us, but spirits refused to be dampened despite
the driving rain and the compulsory closure of
all bars. At ten o'clock, by which time we
were in Cowes Roads, we dropped anchor for
four hours. This delay, while giving everyone
ample time in which to finish their packing,
was to say the least of it annoying and was
made even more so when it became known
that the disembarkation programme proposed
for the following morning was not to be altered ;
it had obviously been wishful thinking of the
most vicious order to imagine that we should
be allowed ashore before the appointed hour.
When, shortly after four o'clock, the ship
tied up in the fastgathering gloom of a wet
Sunday evening, there were Majors Craig and
Jackson waiting on the quayside. Later the
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Colonel of the Regiment came on board to
welcome the Battalion home officially and to
drink to their safe arrival. Numerous telegrams
and kindly messages of good wishes were
received ; to all those who sent them, as well
as to those who came to see us arrive, the
grateful thanks of all ranks of the Battalion.
The following day, in. retrospect, was about
a day and a half. It began at 5 a.m., at which
hour we were invited to get out of bed, and
ended—for some—well after midnight. In
between those hours the disembarkation of the
Coldstream Guards ; of the "odds and ends" ;
and finally of ourselves had taken, place, in
perfect weather. Then came Customs examin
ations, then entrainment ; finally
we were
off, just before midday. Apart from a seized
up axle, which delayed us halfanhour, our
train journey via Clapham Junction and
other peculiar places was uneventful. At Dover,
which was reached just after five o'clock, a
large crowd awaited our arrival and so the long
trek came finally to an end. Of the events
later in the month more will appear in the
next issue. Until then let this article close
with a timely message to all readers of this
Journal, from the Officers, Warrant Officers,
N.C.O.s and men of the 1st Battalion : A
Merry Christmas and New Year to you all,
wherever you may be, and
HAIL, ENGLAND.

The Beating of Retreat
9th November, 1950
THE PALACE, KHARTOUM
IN the ten months during which the Battalion
 was in Khartoum the ceremony of the Beating
of Retreat was carried out on six occasions.
The first three of these—in the Khartoum
North Stadium, in our own Barracks and in
the Royal Air Force Barracks—were all repeti
tions of the same programme and all were
carried out in daylight. The performance was
good, but not more than that, and there
appeared to be a certain lethargy amongst the
performers, no doubt owing to the extreme
heat.
Much the same could be said of the next
occasion, on Albuhera Day, when for the first
time we attempted the ceremony after dark,
under floodlight. While the programme was
far more ambitious and the performance much
better, that faintly apathetic attitude still
seemed to persist.
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The Band

Z?oz£/—/e// /o right—Bdsm. Dark, Cpl. Coppins, Bdsm. Vant, Bdsm. Young.
First Row—Bdsm. Gornall, McGuinness, Harding, L/Cpl. Baily, Cpl. Weatherall, Bdsm. Hills, O'Sullivan,
Walters, Holmes, Yuill, Ormiston.
Second Row—L/Cpl. Houghton, Bdsm. Gallagher, Mitchell, L/Cpl. Munns, Cpl. Jennings, Bdsm. Watts, McKay,
Fisher, L/Cpl. Pullman.
Front Row—Cpl. Larkin, Sgt. Lynch, Bandmaster T. L. Sharpe, Lt.Col. F. W. B. Parry, Capt. M. A. O'B.
ffrench Blake, Sgt. Hubbard, Sgt. Rabbatts.

Perhaps it was the cooler weather ; possibly
it was the wearing of scarlet by the Corps of
Drums ; maybe it was the advent of a new
DrumMajor. Whatever the cause the next
performance of the ceremony, this time in the
vicinity of Gordon's Statue and in front of a
large crowd of Europeans and natives, showed
a marked improvement. The scope of the
performance was limited by the shape and
size of the arena—if a Troadj unction with a
large statue in the centre of it can be called
an arena—but nevertheless the standard in all
phases of the ceremony was higher than it had
previously been. It was a good start for Drum
Major Moyes and Bandmaster Sharpe, both of
whom were making their first public appearance,
and some very complimentary remarks were
made, by civilian and Service spectators alike,
about the excellence of the performance.

Whispers of this high standard must some
how have reached the ears of His Excellency
The GovernorGeneral who, away on leave,
had not been present at any of these previous
performances. Looking back on it it is probable
that both Sir James Robertson, the Civil
Secretary and Acting GovernorGeneral, and
MajorGeneral Scoones, the Kaid and G.O.C.,
were responsible for suggesting to His Ex
cellency that a final performance should be
given before the Battalion's departure. What
ever may have been the preliminary "build
up" the fact remains that the invitation to
perform the ceremony in the garden of the
Palace was received, much to everyone's intense
pleasure. From tentative enquiries made it
appeared that the honour had only been
accorded once previously, to The Black Watch
some years before. People with long memories
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The Band
dimly remembered what had happened and it
was decided to make this, our last performance,
as different—and as memorable—as was
humanly possible.
From the very outset everyone was
enthusiastic to a degree. The Secondin
Command, the DrumMajor and the Band
master spent long hours in conference, working
out the details of marches, evolutions and
manoeuvrings ; the Palace staff, especially Mr.
Shaw, the assistant comptroller, entered whole
heartedly into the many preparations and did
everything they were asked to do ; the Sudan
Light and Power Co. did likewise over the
floodlighting, scouring the Sudan for more and
yet more arclights ; and the performers
themselves, both of the Corps of Drums and
of the Band, put in many long hours of practice,
on and off parade. Rehearsals in Barracks were
an almost daily affair during the three weeks
prior to the performance, and on more than
one occasion we were allowed to rehearse in

the Palace grounds themselves, thus giving
everyone a chance to "walk the course".
The performance had just come|[nicely up
on to the boil when the day of the Dress
Rehearsal arrived. Exactly similar conditions
to those for the performance itself were re
produced ; the lighting, the guideflags, the
whitewashed marks on the ground and, most
important of all, a large audience—all these
were there to give the fifty performers a fore
taste of the real thing. Mercifully one or two
minor things went wrong during that Dress
Rehearsal—small errors which, though barely
noticeable to the average spectator, made the
performance not absolutely flawless. The
SecondinCommand heaved a sigh of relief at
seeing these small mistakes; now the per
formance itself could not fail to be anything
but brilliant.
And so it proved. Without putting too fine
a point on it it can honestly be said that no
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The Drums
man put a foot wrong during the entire twenty
eight minutes of really breathtaking per
formance. The green lawns, backed by trees
and with the three Royal Palms whitely
prominent on one flank, looked almost ethereal
in the light of the many wellsited floods when,
punctually on the last stroke of seven, the
arena was suddenly illuminated ; he would be
a Philistine indeed who, amongst the five
hundred spectators, would deny that the
setting was perfect. And, as has already been
indicated, so was the performance.
If asked to select any one item in. preference
to any of the others the maj ority of the audience
would agree that the Stick Solos "stole the
show". Here was drum beating par excellence,
the result of many long wearisome hours of
rehearsal by the bass, tenor and sidedrummers
and especially by Cpl. Simmonds and the
DrumMajor. The precision and smartness of
the stickwork were a joy to the eye and the
very special enjoyment which the ten per
formers had in this particular item was obvious ;

it was undoubtedly the highlight of the per
formance. That is not to decry, however, the
other items. The marching and counter
marching, the playing by both Band and
Drums, the fine macework by DrumMajor
Moyes, the playing of the Retreat call, super
imposed over the always nostalgic harmonies
of Abide with me—all these were part and
parcel of a memorable halfhour. But it was
very right and proper that the Corps of Drums
should rivet everyone's attention in the way
they did and that it should be the memory of
them, and of their brilliance, that lingers on.
The purists will undoubtedly say, with
justification, that a Retreat Beating should
take place at the laiddown time for the
sounding of Retreat; that these floodlit,
afterdark performances smack of "Tattoo
ism" ; and that the Call itself should be
sounded on its own, without the background of
Band music. Such criticisms are all too un
deniably wellmerited and inescapable. Yet if
the critics could only have been in the gardens
Continued on page vi
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Beneath Bell Harry
^PHE Commanding
Officer has gone
with the Colonel of the
Regiment to South
ampton to meet the
1st Battalion, having
armed himself from
our cellar with the
only form of sus
tenance Suitable for
such
an
occasion.
Their
arrival
will
doubtless be reported
at length in a sub
sequent issue. In the meantime we extend
a warm welcome to the senior Battalion on
completion of its 28 years old Odyssey.
The Sergeants' Mess notes were one ahead
of us in getting the account of the Remembrance
Weekend activities into last month's issue.
An excellent evening was spent in the Sergeants'
Mess on 11th November in honour of ex
W.O.s and Sergeants of the London Branch,
and next day the Garrison Church was again
filled with the now unfamiliar sounds of heavy
boot on wooden floor and soldiers' coughs.
A fierce game of hockey was played on 22nd
November between the Depot and the Eastern
Command Signal Regiment for the privilege
of entering the final of the Home Counties
District Minor Units Championship, which
high position we had reached by getting a bye
in the first round and a walkover in the second.
Extra time was played, during which L/Cpl.
Morris scored us the winning goal amid tense
excitement, falling darkness, and distressing
gasps of exhaustion from certain of our players.
The Eastern Command Signal Regiment,
incidentally, was until last June in the Old
Cavalry Barracks, which they renamed Wemyss
Barracks. Their place there has recently been
taken by a field regiment of Royal Artillery.
Mr. Argrave, who has been our master tailor
for many years and still has his shop in the
Old Infantry Barracks, was host at the wedding
of his daughter to Mr. V. J. Sandum on 25th
November. The ceremony, which took place
in St. Martin's Church, was performed by the
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Rev. Griffin, and a large number of guests
which included many Buffs of various gener
ations was excellently entertained afterwards
in the Chaucer NAAFI canteen.
Some members of the 1st Battalion may
perhaps be interested to hear that the East
Kent Hunt recently registered an excellent
hunt, probably the best of the season to date,
from Waldershare, which is very handy for
the Old Park Barracks. Those who have never
hunted outside Leicestershire and Northamp
tonshire, apart maybe from an occasional bye
with the Beaufort or Warwickshire, may well
cast a contemptuous eye on the woods, wire
and more woods which constitute a large part
of the East Kent country. Great fun can,
however, be had with this sporting pack, all
of whose followers are keen to have a go and
stand not on formality. Thanks largely to the
cooperation of the farmers, better sport has
been shown this season than any previous
postwar year.
The annual squash match between the
Shepway Stragglers and an unofficial Regi
mental team took place in the Mess on 8th
December. Of the matches played the Stragglers
won two to our one, the decider being a great
game between Wyndham Fletcher and Vere
Collins with the former narrowly victorious.
We then craftily claimed a draw on the grounds
that Hugh Collins scored a walkover on. the
default of his opponent. Among those who
helped to entertain our guests after dinner
was a certain, animal of noble birth who left
on the anteroom floor part of the inheritance
of his illustrious ancestors.
Among the visitors we have received during
the past month has been. Commandant Rousseau
of the French Army who was over in. England
on. the echange au pair system. He found, we
fancy, more of cultural interest in the city
than, of military interest in the Depot.
Major West recently brought Colonel J. V. R.
Jackson over for lunch. The Colonel was glad
to find in Mr. Dunne a survivor of his own
days in command of the Depot.
Lieut.Col. Noel Reeves and Major Harris
St. John both happened to spend the night
here on 4th December, the former on a business
trip, the latter after a fruitless visit to Dover.
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4th Battalion
'"FHE writer of these notes
was unfortunately away
doing a three weeks' "living
in the open" course in
Norfolk at the time of the
last issue and was therefore
unable to make his usual
contribution. He has, how
ever, now returned to civil
isation once more none the
worse for his experience.
On Thursday, 16th Nov
ember, the Battalion was
honoured by a visit from
Commandant Rousset of
0/ftc<v /&#/
the French Army. The
Adjutant took him to visit "D" Company
Drill Hall at Folkestone, where he had both
an. interesting and enjoyable evening. The
"D" Company Canteen Account should certainly
show a profit at the end of the December
Quarter.
Prior to this the Battalion took part in a
Brigade Support Weapons Weekend Shoot at
Lydd and did very well. All the Support
Weapons were fired and everybody taking part
gained a great amount of useful information.
THE

The leave period is now on and all the P.S.Is.
are taking some wellearned rest prior to starting
off on new activities during 1951.
We take this opportunity of wishing ALL
BUFFS, whether past or present, a very Happy

Christmas and prosperous New Year.

H.Q. Company (Canterbury)
With the cold nights and longer evenings the
attendances have dropped off slightly and there has not
been very much activity in the Company.
We did, however, have a full attendance one evening
when we entertained "A" Company to a Darts and Shoot
ing Match. On the dart board we were very successful
winning by a clear margin of 5 games to 1. We would
like to say the same about the shooting but this was
not so and we had to bow our heads in shame when the
result was announced. "A" Company trounced us to the
tune of four matches to two. No excuses can be offered
as we fielded our best team, but the best team won and
we would like to congratulate "A" Company on a fine
performance.
With Christmas drawing near the R.S.M. is busy
arranging things for the chaps to buy their Christmas
fare from the Canteen. It is a great asset being able to
get one's drinks, etc., without any real difficulty and at
the same time it is helping our own funds.
Whilst we are on the subject of Christmas we would
like to wish all those who are serving and have served
in the Regiment all the best for both Christmas and the
New Year.

We welcome to our midst Sgt. Saunders of the
R.E.M.E. (T.A.), who has, since he joined this Battalion,
been attached to "A" Company at Margate. He will
prove, I'm sure, a valuable asset to the M.T. Section of
this Company.

"A" Company (Ramsgate, Margate, Sandwich)
The beaming faces and good humour which prevails at
all drill nights can now be attributed to two causes. The
first is the approach of the festive season and the second
is the payment of the bounties. The latter having been
almost completed, it would appear that attendances will
drop for a short time until the large sums of money have
been expended either wisely or unwisely according to the
nature of the recipients.
The past month has been uneventful from a training
point of view but we had a most enjoyable time with
H.Q. Company when we visited them to contest the first
leg of the winter programme. A sound thrashing was
given to us by H.Q. Company in the darts when we
only managed to take one game out of six, but at the
more soldierly like pastime of shooting we really proved
to them that most of our time is spent on training by
emerging the victors by four wins to two.
The 7th December is the most fateful day in the life
of our Company Commander, Major N. G. H. Taylor,
for on that day he will be led (I trust that this will not
be read in the wrong way) to the altar and will assume
the full responsibilities of a married man. The harassed
expression that he has worn for the past four weeks will
no doubt become more permanent, and his visits to us,
we presume, will not be so frequent. We would suggest
with all respects that Captain Balding is in a very sound
position to give advice on how to obtain late passes
from the wife, and his stock of genuine excuses has so
far proved inexhaustible.
L/Cpl. Isaacs has also committed himself and he
proposes to take the plunge during the Christmas holi
days. To him and his future wife we wish all the best
for the future.
To Pte. Love we extend our sympathy on the tragic
accident to his child, who, having been struck in the
eye by another child, was hurriedly taken to hospital
and had to have the eye removed. We sincerely hope
that his baby is now on the road to recovery.
On December 15th we are holding a dance at the
Willsons Road Drill Hall. From the sale of tickets it
would appear that we are going to have a successful
evening.
In conclusion we would like to wish All Buffs, no
matter where they be, the very best for the coming
Christmas and the New Year.

"B" Company (Whitstable and Herne Bay)
The Company has had a busy month, both in training
and socially.
The Company rifle team has had three matches and in
each case proved victorious. The opponents were the
Whitstable Police, the Seasalter Golf Club and the
Herne Bay ExServicemen's Club.
The Entertainments Committee have been busy and
so far we have had quite a number of dances. The
attendance has not so far been particularly good but we
are hoping for better attendances in the future.
With the approach of the festive season members of
the Company have been withdrawing their savings
from the Canteen Christmas Club and there are signs
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that this year it will be indeed a festive season. Whilst
on. that subject may we wish All Past and Present
Buffs a Happy Christmas and a Very Prosperous New
Year.
In conclusion we would like to extend our con
gratulations to Major Taylor and the future Mrs.
Taylor on their wedding on 7th December, and we hope
that Mrs. Taylor will be able to stand up to the strain of
being the wife of a Territorial.
44D"

Company (Folkestone)

This month has been wet and while we are lying in
bed listening to the howl of the wind, some of us wonder
how Lieut. Fynmore is getting on in his seasplashed
residence in Sandgate. He should be cultivating a good
salty tang by now.
SHOOTING.—With pleasure we record a success at the
expense of "S" Company. The members have not lost
their skill on the miniature range during the summer
months. Of course we do not practice darts.
Cpl. Pearce acquitted himself nobly at the A/Tk.
Gun shoot by registering four hits out of four shots.
It was with great pleasure and pride that we welcomed
M. le Commandant Rousset of the French Army to our
midst on Thursday, November 16th. With the Com
mandant were Major Phillips, G2 Home Counties
District, and Captain Collins, our Adjutant. The
Entente Cordialle was cemented with a fine solution of
Martelle and some at least left the Drill Hall with a
glow some shades stronger than warm, if the hollow eyes
observed by the writer next day is any guide.
Our thanks go to Sgt. Sweeny for ably taking over the
duties of P.S.I, whilst our C.S.M. was in hospital. The
road between Canterbury and Folkestone is wet and
cold and that means feeling, to Say the least, rather
uncomfortable for most of the evening.
Finally, we send to all Buffs, Past, Present and Future,
all the very best for the Festive Season.
44S"
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Company (Ashford and Cranbrook)

We have a feeling that we have at last something to
be proud of, for when the results of the Brigade Support
Company Shoot came through out 3 iii Mortar Team
came out top as did our A/Tk. Gun team. In addition
we also ran third, with our second teams, in both of
these shoots.
"D" Company paid us a visit during the month, but
we regret to say that our shooting on the miniature
range was not as good as on the A/Tk. Gun or 3inch
Mortar. Needless to say we lost, but we must con
gratulate "D" Company on some very fine shooting.
We managed to survive the Brigade Commander's
Annual Administrative Inspection and most of the
other ones as well. There are still a few more inspections
of sorts before we can really settle down again.
C.S.M. Sharman has gone on a wellearned leave and
CS.M. Esler can be seen dashing from Cranbrook to
Ashford and back trying to cope with both Drill Halls.
Recruiting is going apace and we shall soon be seeing
some fresh faces in the Cranbrook area. There are quite
a few coming in from Tenterden as well, and we hope
that all these^ potential recruits will soon be signing on
the dotted line.
These being the last notes before Christmas, we must
wish All Buffs, wherever they are, a Merry Christmas
and a Very Peaceful and Happy New Year.

Past and Present Association
Life Members
NOVEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1950
1st Battalion Branch.—Venables, G., Hunt, G.
Ramsgate Branch.—Hancock, W. V. B.
Hythe Branch.—Pocock, F.

Annual Members
NOVEMBER 1ST—30TH, 1950

Ramsgate Branch.—Farrell, A. E.
Benevolent Fund
GRANTS
The total grants from the Benevolent Fund and the
World War 1939 Charitable Fund during the month of
November, 1950, are :—
£ s. d.
Benevolent Fund
...
...
...

53 8 6
World War 1939 Charitable Fund
721010

London Branch
A meeting of the London Branch was held
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 18th November, at
the "Prince Alfred Restaurant", Tufton Street,
Westminster, S.W.I, with Mr. E. W. Tong in
the Chair.
MINUTES.—The Secretary read the minutes
of the last meeting which had been held on
21st October. These were confirmed and signed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary read the
correspondence including a letter from the son
of Nobby Clarke who was ill at home and unable
to write.
ANNUAL DINNER AND BALL.—The Assistant
Secretary gave details of arrangements for
paying for tickets in advance and by instal
ments if so desired. Mr. Cousins rose and
thanked the members who had attended at
the Field of Remembrance on Saturday, 11th
November. He also remarked that the party
from the Branch who had paid a visit to the
N.C.O.'s Mess at Canterbury that weekend
had spent a most enjoyable time.
Mr. Collins told us of the arrangements made
for the social evening on 16th December,
decorating the room and laying up the refresh
ment tables. All members of the Ladies' Guild
were invited to attend at 6.30 p.m.
There being no further business to discuss
the meeting was declared closed and the ladies
asked to join us.
HERE AND THERE

C. W. Pitch is now at the "White Swan" in
Vauxhall Bridge Road ; he will be pleased to
see any Buffs who live in the district or any
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who may be passing at any time. Charlie
attended every meeting for years until he went
into catering. The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent's Association London Branch hold their
monthly meetings at his place so he feels he
could do with a little support on those evenings.
E. J. Hedges paid a visit to the Secretary ;
he asked after old friends, especially Major
Enright. Mr. Hedges went to Australia with
a party of Buffs 50 years ago to represent the
Regiment at the inauguration of the Common
wealth. He still writes to his host of those
days and has recently written to the Mayor of
the town where they stayed to remind him of
the 50th anniversary. Mr. Hedges lives at
Oxford but is a staunch supporter of the
Branch.
Charlie Varnham, who was 74 years old on
6th December, wishes to be remembered to
old friends, especially Major Enright. Mr. and
Mrs. Varnham do not believe in five day weeks,
or working to rule. This 74 and 73yearold
couple are still working seven days a week
and liking it. Twentyeight years ago they
opened their general store at 135 High Street,
Aldershot, and there they have weathered the
storms of rationing difficulties and mastered
the intricacies of everchanging points and
coupon values.
Mr. Varnham's first introduction to Aldershot
was in 1890, when, at the age of 13, he enlisted
in The Buffs, in which he served for 23 years.
In Ireland he met his wife, who comes from
Athlone. They have two children, six grand
children and nine greatgrandchildren.
Mr. Varnham reenlisted during the 191418
War, and served in the Home Guard in the
last war.
"One day", said Mr. Varnham, "we hope to
find a nice home and retire in Aldershot."
Like many others, though, the Varnhams find
this is not quite so easy to do.
We have received letters from the following—
they all contain the Season's greetings to old
friends : Captain W. H. Pitkin, still serving
in Germany, H. Warner, C. L. Pane, A. Tester,
B. Molkenthin, A. W. Roullier, H. S. Villars,
C. W. Pitch, F. I. Stevens, J. C. N. Dalton,
A. R. Whitlock, A. Temple, J. E. Mason, V.
Hewson, C. P. Holmes, Colonel J. R. P.
Williams, L. Gower Hemmings, B. W. Stenning,
G. W. Clayton, Colonel C. E. Vaughan, G. A.
Miller, C. F. Edmunds, W. Greenstreet, J.
Layton, Captain T. S. Overy, A. F. Thornton,
F. A. Harvey, Commander D. Rae Fraser,

A. G. Stephens, R. W. Jones and Captain S. H.
Marchant. There were many letters from the
2/5th Battalion, some of whom are included in.
the list above.
The London Branch members wish members
of other branches a prosperous New Year.
E.C.W.G.
LADIES' GUILD

There was a very large gathering of members
on Saturday, 2nd December, at The Prince
Alfred Restaurant, S.W.I.
MINUTES.—The minutes for the month of
November were read and signed.
WELCOME.—The Chairman welcomed Mrs.
Cotton after her long period in. hospital, having
undergone two major operations, also Mrs.
Harman who had been ill.
CORRESPONDENCE.—Letters were received
from The Hon. Mrs. Gerald Scarlett (Guild
President), Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs. Lamb, and Mrs.
Shunt.
REGRETS.—Regrets at not being present
were received from Mrs. Enright, Miss Lamb,
Mrs. Kebbell and Mrs. Billings.
SICK.—Members regretted to hear that Mrs.
B. G. Taylor had fractured her ankle, and that
Mrs. Shunt was ill with heart trouble. We wish
both a speedy recovery.
OBITUARY.—Mrs. Spinner announced the
death of the infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Timms
and members expressed their deepest sympathy.
DINNER.—The forthcoming Ladies' Guild
Dinner to be held on 29th September, 1951.
Book early, and any members can. pay towards
same to Mrs. Everett.
RAFFLES.—Our very grateful thanks to Mrs.
Tong, Mrs. Kebbell, Mrs. Timms, Miss Evans
(Nurse), and Mrs. Harman for kindly giving
raffles which realised £2 3s. 9d.
GREETINGS.—The Chairman wished the mem
bers a very happy festive season with good
health in the New Year. Mrs. Buxton replied
and said on behalf of the members she wished
Mrs. Spinner every happiness and hoped she
would be with them for many more years.
D.E.S.

Dover Branch
The monthly meeting of the Dover Branch
was held at the Eagle Hotel, December 7th,
1950.
Minutes and correspondence were read.
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The meeting was of short duration as we were
entertaining Herne Bay Branch.
Herne Bay arrived at 8 p.m. and were
welcomed by Mr. White. The proceedings were
started by the Steve Folwell Band. Mr.
Saunder and Mr. Steel obliged on the Bells.
Our Secretary, Mr. Mills, had some nice raffle
prizes. L/Cpl. Jones won two pairs of Nylons,
Pte. Marsh a tie (these members were visitors
from Old Park Barracks, members of 1st
Battalion), Mr. Pellett, Herne Bay, won a Box
of Groceries. A most enjoyable evening was
spent. Our thanks are due to Herne Bay
Branch for their help, also to one gallant lady
of their Branch. Mr. White also produced a
race game. This gave endless amusement to
all, especially Herne Bay who went home with
our money.
After votes of thanks to each Branch the
meeting closed at 10 p.m.
Box Collection at the meeting, 6/9 for Funds.
Vote of thanks was accorded to the Band.
On Saturday, 15th November, 1950, Dover
Branch visited Sandwich and was right royally
received and entertained.
Twentyfive members made the journey.
Mr. Saunders and Mr. Steel with their Bells
led the singing and it was rendered heartily.
Raffles provided by their Branch, Major Hart.
Sister Hazel Millington and Mrs. White won
bunches of flowers and collection of vegetables.
An item of special interest was Mr. Steel's
birthday ; he was presented with a nice
parcel, which he had to undo in the middle of
the hall; as expected, it caused endless
amusement.
Thank you, Sandwich Branch. Hope to
soon meet you again.
T.H.H.

Medway Branch
LADIES' GUILD

The monthly meeting was held on November
28th. Mrs. King Holt (Chairman) presided.
Business was carried out and two new
members enrolled. In welcoming the new
members Mrs. Holt said she was sure all
members joined her in wishing them a happy
time.
As this would be our last meeting for 1950
she wished all members a very Happy Christmas
and looked forward to meeting us all again in
January.

All members said what a lovely time they
had in Canterbury on October 31st and looked
forward to our Annual Supper in February,
1951.
Whist was enjoyed during the afternoon.
Mrs. Valpy was M.C. and the prizes were
presented by Mrs. Payne, one of our new
members.
To all branches of Ladies' Guild we send
best wishes for Christmas and the coming year.
M.S.

Sittingbourne Branch
Minutes of the 183rd monthly meeting, held
at the Drill Hall, East Street, Sittingbourne,
on Friday, November 10th, 1950.
Colonel D. J. Dean was in the Chair, supported
by Major J. E. Wills. About 14 members were
present.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.
Correspondence was read and matters arising
were the Annual General Meeting of the Past
and Present Association to be held in Canter
bury, on January 20th, 1951. It was proposed
and carried that the Secretary and Assistant
Secretary should attend.
THE CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS I^ARTY.—Every
thing is all ready for 9thDecember, including
the presents, the Punch and Judy show, etc.
Before the meeting closed Sgt. G. Davis
arrived looking very fit and well and was given
a hearty welcome.
The booby prize won by Major J. E. Wills
was given by Mr. E. Croucher, making 7/6.

Ramsgate Branch
The monthly meeting of the Ramsgate
Branch of the Past and Present Association,
The Buffs, was held at the "Freemasons'
Tavern", on Friday, when the Chairman, Mr.
C. F. Fakley, was supported by Colonel W.
Orwin, Major H. Martin, Captain K. Speakman,
Captain M. Smith, Captain H. Knight, Mr.
E. H. Swendeli and Mr. B. E. Knott (Hon.
Secretary).
The Chairman expressed pleasure at seeing
new members and extended a welcome to the
officers and members present. Mr. Fakley
also mentioned that the Branch extended their
sympathy to Messrs. R. Taverner, R. Durrant
and F. Penn. He wished these members a
speedy recovery to good health.
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An interesting report giving detail of future
social events was read. A social evening was
arranged for the December meeting and the
Margate Branch were to be invited for this
occasion. The Children's Christmas Party
would be held at Willson's Road Drill Hall on
Thursday, 28th December, 1950. Mr. Hogben
was given permission to pay the subscription
for the Branch Shooting Team to become
members of the S.B.R. Association. This
suggestion was approved by all members.
Captain H. H. Knight was appointed Dinner
Secretary and was asked to proceed with
arrangements for the Branch Dinner which
was to take place early in the New Year.
The Hon. Secretary, Mr. B. E. Knott, stated
that the Benevolent Fund had carried out good
work distributing sick and distress parcels.
There were several Buffs of good character
unemployed and Mr. Knott stated that he
would be pleased to furnish names to any
employer requiring labour.
Letters of apology were read from Major
A. J. H. Taylor, Major N. G. H. Taylor and
Mr. R. Durrant.
Mr. A. Farrell was enrolled a new member.
Following the meeting refreshments were
served by Buff Host Dick Atkins and the
remainder of the evening was spent in reviving
old friendships.
Quite a few members of the 1 /4th Buffs
(191418) went to Canterbury on 25th November
for the Annual Dinner.
B.E.K.

Herne Bay Branch
During the past month we have had the
very pleasant news that Mr. Davey has been
presented with a Silver Cup for the best Pigeon
in races from 200 to 300 miles.
Pigeon Racing is Mr. Davey's hobby and we
are very pleased with his success, and if any
other branches have a better record, perhaps
we could arrange a match.
We are pleased to say that Mr. Sheppard's
family are on the way to complete recovery.
On the 7th we visited Dover as a return for
their visit to us, but we were very disappointed
with the numbers who turned up after putting
down their names to come, for this we were
very sorry as we had such a fine evening, full
of fun and music.
The playing of the Hand Bells by two
members of the Dover Branch was the high
light in our opinion of the evening.
Thanks for the evening, Dover.

Our Secretary went to Weymouth on a visit
during November and saw Mr. Sawkins (late
2nd Battalion Drums), who is working on the
Railway. He also received news of Mr. Jewell
(late 2nd Battalion), Mr. Harvey (late Cpl.,
2nd Battalion) and Mr. Foster (late 2nd and
5th Battalions).
Mr. Jewell is working in. the Stone Quarries,
Mr. Harvey is the School Caretaker at Easton
(Portland), and Mr. Foster is a Postman in.
Weymouth. Other Buffs in the district (Wey
mouth and Portland) include Mr. Miles (late
Cpl., 2nd Battalion), Trunky Hales (1st and
2nd Battalions), Mr. Saunders (late C.S.M.,
2nd Battalion) and I am sorry to say that his
son George is in hospital following a breakdown
after joining the London Police. Mr. Cummings
(late, 2nd Battalion) is working on the 'buses.
There are quite a number of other Buffs in.
the area but time did not permit a visit to all
their haunts.
A.T.

Folkestone Branch
The main topic at our November meeting
was the Annual Dinner, and, as it was generally
agreed it be held as soon as possible in 1951,
the Committee was asked to go into the matter.
Owing to The Dragon going to press a little
earlier our ViceChairman suggested we put
our meeting night forward one week. This was
agreed to, and, as our hosts "D" Company
Club have no objection, we shall, commencing
with January 2nd, meet on the first Tuesday
in each month.
Since our meeting a few of our members paid
a surprise visit to Hythe, and right well did
they enjoy themselves.
I hear that our friend Gosby has wrenched
an ankle. Here's wishing him a quick recovery.
Ankles can be a curse.
A Happy New Year to all Buffs from the
Folkestone Branch.
W.B.

Faversham Branch
Our monthly meeting was held at the Royal
William, Faversham, on Tuesday, 5th Decem
ber, 1950. Major Jackson in the Chair, sup
ported by Mr. W. Jackson., ViceChairman,
and Mr. Drury, Hon. Secretary.
The minutes of the last meeting were read
and signed.
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We are very sorry to say that our Chairman,
Major Jackson, will be leaving us as he is
going out to East Africa.
Our next meeting will be held at the
Carpenter's Arms, Eastling, on Monday, 1st
January, 1951, at 7 p.m.

Brighton Branch
Annual Reunion. Dinner will be held on
Saturday, 13th January, 1951, at 7.15 p.m.
for 8 p.m. dinner at The Seven Stars, Ship
Street, Brighton.. Price 5/ (plus 6d. waiter's
gratuity) per head. Drinks extra and paid for
cash on the spot. Numbers attending by 7th
January, 1951, please.
In spite of the weather, we had a fair monthly
meeting in November—ten braves facing the
elements, both outside and within.
Our Annual Dinner date is fixed and details
are given above : we want at least thirty to
make it a success and we hope, as we gave due
notice last month, that it won't clash with any
other Branch dates. We are in the midst of
snow and ice at the moment but we hope it
will clear off before our meeting on. Friday
and above all before the 1st Battalion, arrives
home—anyway, whatever the weather, we all
say welcome home to them and a happy
Christmas and a successful and Happy New
Year to all Buffs, past, present and future.

Dover Branch
LADIES' GUILD

Here we are again, wishing all old Buffs,
young Buffs and Buff Ladies wherever you
may be a very happy and prosperous New
Year, 1951.
The monthly meeting was held at the T.A.
Drill Hall, Liverpool Street, on Thursday,
7th December, Mrs. Crookenden in the Chair.
Minutes of our last meeting were read and
confirmed.
Correspondence was read.
It was proposed by Mrs. Collins that a letter
of sympathy be sent to Mrs. Basant at the loss
of her husband.
We were all sorry to hear that Mrs. Basant
was very ill. We wish her a speedy recovery.
There being no more business a very amusing
time was spent by the ladies in. telling of
embarrassing moments; in fact one lady
declared she saw pink elephants—she had only
tea for her refreshments ! ? ?

There were two raffles afterwards which
were won by Mrs. Willing and Mrs. Smallwood.
Now ladies, turn up in numbers at our next
meeting as we want to make arrangements
for our Christmas Tea Party.
The ladies wish to thank the Dover Branch
for their kind invitation to their meeting to
meet the Herne Bay Branch and again on the
20th to their Christmas Party.
B.M.M.

The Beating of Retreat—Continued from page 278

of Khartoum Palace, at seven o'clock on the
evening of Thursday, 9th November, 1950,
I believe that even, they might well have been
shamed to silence. They would, at all events,
have come away with the knowledge that the
traditions and ceremonies of the British Army,
despite all that may be said or written to the
contrary, die extremely hard.
The programme of music was as follows :—
THE ADVANCE
ENTRANCE MARCH : "The Great Little Army"
BAND AND DRUMS
SLOW MARCH: "Over the Waves"

Alford

... Rosas

breaking into
QUICK MARCH : "Southern Cross"
... Poole
DRUMS
SLOW MARCH : "Royal Artillery" Traditional

breaking into
QUICK MARCH: "Stars and Stripes" ... Sousa
BAND

RETREAT
in conjunction with one verse of "Abide with me"
STICK SOLOS

DRUMS

REGIMENTAL SLOW MARCH : "Men of Kent"

Traditional, arr. Foster
breaking into
QUICK MARCH: "The Little Bugler" Duthoit
BAND AND DRUMS

REGIMENTAL QUICK MARCH : "The Buffs"

Handel

BAND AND DRUMS

The Parade under the command of DrumMajor
G. MOYES
The Band under the direction of Bandmaster
X L, SHARPE, L.ILA.M., A.R.C.M.

