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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with the motto " Invicta."
" Vimiera," " Corunna," "Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," "Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah" "Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" IVIons," " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " La Bassee. 1914,"
"Messines. 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"

^nmmp 1916 '18" "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval" " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights," " Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
<< ODDV »' << Pilckem " "Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917 '18 " " St Quentin " " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918 " " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders 191418" "Italy, 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
iqi^ ifi" Paza" " El Mughar," "Jerusalem," " Jericho," " Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut e! Amara,"
'
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 1915-18."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and, Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :

The Carleton and York Regiment—Honorary Colonel : H.M. The Queen.
The Kent Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :

The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :

1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)
1st A.C.F. Bn., Sidcup.

Malaya.
Tonbridge.

Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :

2nd A.C.F. Bn., Swanley.

3rd A.C.F. Bn„ Tunbridge Wells.

4th A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.
" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks 5/ per annum post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the Editor,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.
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ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of
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Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Appointments
Brounlie, C. A. de B. , M.C.
. . R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
Jackson, L. F. W.
O.C., 4/5 R.W.K.
Elliott, G. G., D.S.O.
H.Q., A.L.F.C.E.
BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C
Fawcett, G. P
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E
Fyler, A. R
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E. . .
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R. A., M.B.E. j M
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.c.' *;
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M., M.C. '
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Manners, D. C. J.
...
Waring, H. B. H
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Elgood, P. N
Upton, T. V.. M.B.E.
Crumplin, W. C. D. ...
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E.
Clarke, H. W
Dover, V., M.C
Willis, C. F., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M
Hunting, K. M.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G., M B.E
Clarke, C. S
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Beale, K. S., M.C
Langhorne, J. P
Stock, P. R
Scouller, J. A
Leigh, P. S
Howlett, G. H. W.. M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H.
Wood, W. R
Craven, C. E
Neve, R. W.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus, I. D
Pond, B.
Sivers, A.
Blake, A.
Stephens,

A., M.B.E.
E., M.M.
G., M.B.E.
S. V.

MAJORS
. . (T/Lt.Col.) O.C., 321 E.A. Lab. Gp.
O.C., Tps., Selarang.
. . (T/Lt.Col.) O.C., N.R.T.C., Zaria.
. . M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Comptroller to Household of H.E.
The Commissioner General for S.E.
Asia.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
2 i/c (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C., 1 R.W.K.
Sen. Offrs. Sch., Devizes.
H.Q., A.L.F.C.E.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) 2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
(Designate).
G2, H.Q., Sch. of Inf.
(T/Lt.Col.) G.S.O. 1 E.A. Comd.
Adjt. London University U.T.C.
1 R.W.K.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) H.Q., B.T.E.
O.C., PL Coy., H.C.B. Depot.
1 Middx. Regt.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., B.T.E.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
1 R.W.K.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
D.A.D. (C. & H.), att. H.Q.,
17 Gurkha Inf. Div.
51 Ind. Inf. Bde.
M.A. to C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F.
G III, Northern Command.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
G2, Br. Forces, Hong Kong.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
H.Q., Federation of Malaya Police.
3rd Bn. Para. Regt.
F.A.R.E.L.F. Trg. Centre, Inst.
CAPTAINS
3rd Para. Bn., M.E.L.F., 28.
Staff Capt., H.Q., 18 Inf. Bde.
Adjt. 4/5 R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
Staff Capt., H.Q., 63 Gurkha Inf.
Bde.
Adjt., 1 R.W.K.
Boys' Inf. Bn., Tuxford Camp,
Newark.
O.C.S., W.O.S.B., Barton Stacey.
Staff College (Student).
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Language Course (Hungarian) U.K.
1 QUEENS.
Adjt., 4/5 R.W.K. (Designate).
Para. Rep., Eaton Hall O.C.S.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3rd Bn. Para. Rent.

LIEUTENANTS
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Adjt., Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K. (att. Depot).
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS
(Maj.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
(Maj.) 4/5 R.W.K.
(Lt.) H.Q., I. Corps.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Thrift, K. G., O.B.E.
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Douris, L. A

. ..

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) U.K.
H.Q., 5 Liaison, B.A.O.R.
10 Cmd. Workshops, R.E.M.E.

CAPTAINS
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V.
Desmond,.M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
BrooksHarrington,
Mannering, L. A.
Huckle, G. S.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J
Duffield, G
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
El I wood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Whitewood, V. F.

P. & E.E. Pendine.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
Adjt., Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
Depot Holdee.
Camb. Mil. Hospital.
S.P. Establishment.
Depot Holdee.
(T/Maj.), Depot Holdee.
D.A.A.G., Northumbrian Dist.
247 Pro. Coy., R.M.P.
S/Capt., A.G. Stats., War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
Commonwealth Div., Korea.
H.Q., Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
Depot Holdee.
14th Bn., R.A.O.C.
(T/Maj.) A.S.P.T.
2 T.A.F., B.A.O.R., 29.
5th Nigeria Reg., W.A.

W.

LIEUTENANTS
Marshall, E. J
Crump, E. D
Gray, M. H
Hatt, P. R
Thatcher, F. W
Halsall, A. C. L
Elwell, H. C
Davey, C. C
Fuller C. R

Depot Holdee.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. EAST SURREY REGT.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
17th Gurkha Div.
Depot Holdee (att. R.C.M.P.)
(2/Lt.) Depot Holdee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Cook, E. S.
Hunt, W. G.

1 (NY) Bn. K.A.R., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(Capt. Q.M.), 4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.

Jackson, L. F. W.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Comd., 4/5 R.W.K.

MAJORS
Waring, A. R. H., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Wood, D. W. J.
Meyrick, K. C., M.B.E., T.D.
Ford, A. H.
Coath, T. C.
Cooper, P. T., M.B.E., T.D., R.M.O., R.A.M.C. (attached),
CAPTAINS
Pennells, H. D. A.
CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

Macmillan, I. A. (Adjt.)
Marchant, P. N.
Large, J. L.
McCormack, J. D.
Lovell, F. W.
Duggan, H. R.
Newman, B. J.
Nash, W. M. K.
Watson, K. E.

LIEUTENANTS
Ogilvie, J. B.
Waters, B. C. H.
Clemence, M. J.
George, P. M. J.
Reoch, D. C. D.
SECOND LIEUTENANTS
Young, R. N. (2/Lt.)
QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Maj.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Robson, T. J. R. (Lt.)
Evans, C. M. (Lt.)
Thwaites, M. G. (A/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (A/Lt.)
White, D. R. (A/Lt.)

Curry, A. J. (A/Lt.)
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (A/Lt.)
Ferguson, H. A. L. (A/Lt.)
Gladders, P. J. (A/Lt.)
Hicks, M. C. T. (2/Lt.)
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Social and Personal

"Editorial

A

TELEGRAM of greetings, on the occasion of her
birthday, was sent by the Regiment to our Colonel
inChief, Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent.
The following reply was received: —
" Please convey to all ranks of my Regiment
my appreciation of their good wishes on the occa
sion of my birthday.—MARINA."
*

*

*

T

HE following signed the Colonel of the Regiment's
visiting book during the past month: —
C. R. Fuller, Esq., on first appointment.
R. A. Watts, Esq., on first appointment.
Lt.Col. A. Howe—social visit, and
Capt. Philip Haynes, bringing some new exhibits for
the Regimental Museum.
Maj. Ben Stoneham came in before Christmas, as like
wise did Capt. H. A. Macmillan.

We offer our heartiest congratulations to the Colonel
of the Regiment, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
on his new appointment of General Officer Commanding
(British Sector) British Troops, Berlin, which he assumes
next March.
We are looking forward very much to seeing him
again in the near future.

We offer condolence to Mr. C. J. Sayers, who, Maj. L.
Pyrke informs us, is in Fain borough Hospital. We hope
his illness will be a short one and that he will soon be fit
to return to assist his Branch of the Past and Present
Association.

We understand that practically the whole of the 1st
Bn. has been out on operations against the terrorists in
in Malaya over the New Year, and the hundredth terrorist
was killed on New Year's Day. Their ambition of reach
ing the century has been fulfilled.

Members who served with the 1st Bn. in India before
the war will be interested to hear that a letter and Christ
mas card was received from Mister S. Mohammed Yasmin,
of 10, Hussain Maistry St., Royapuram, Madras, who was
manager to our contractor.
He sends greetings to all who knew him there.
He was always known as Mr. Mister.

*

*

*

*

*

*

At this time of the year a considerable number of
subscriptions to The Queen's Own Gazette fall due. It
would be a great help if subscribers would forward their
subscriptions promptly.
May we, at the same time, ask those who still owe for
Christmas cards, Regimental diaries and gramophone
records to send in a cheque or postal order.
We have on hand a Regimental wallet diary for sale
at 16s. 3d.
jC
SjC
We recognise that it is difficult to do all the things
that have to be done when a posting takes place, but please
make an effort to tell us where you want your next issue
of the Q.G.G. sent, when you get a posting order.
After each issue of the Journal there inevitably follows
a visit from the postman with an armful of Q.O.G.s marked
44 Gone away," 44 Address unknown," etc., and finally
we
have to pay double postage on the returned Journals from
the post office. When we find out the new addresses
it costs further postage, and we can't afford the equivalent
of four times the cost of despatch.
*

*

*.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Mr. W. J. (44 Lofty") Wallace writes: 441 am now
residing at 3, Belgrave Place, S.W.I, having left Sutton
Valence to take up an appointment as a resident porter,
thanks to the determined efforts of Len Remfry to add me
to his roll of the London Branch of the O.C.A
"
*

*

*

Maj. (Sammy) Brooks (otherwise 44 Brookie "), writing
from West End Cottage, Torteval, Guernsey, states for the
information of friends: 44 I'm a bit of an optimist; I can
say I'm not too bad and intend to live until 1972. I'm
in and out of hospital like a real oldtime defaulter going
to the Guard Room, but manage to creep round in between
times
I get around the garden for an hour or so
and sometimes go to town to sample the beer, and am
by no means an invalid. Everyone says I look well. I can
do without a lot of sympathy anyway! " He concludes
by saying: 441 would very much like to be able to drop in
and cheek you all a bit, and perhaps by the summer I
may be able to do it."

*

Finally, the Editor wishes to take this opportunity of
thanking all those who sent him Christmas cards and
messages of goodwill.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals
The Royal Engineers' Journal
The Dragon
The Roussillon Gazette
The Globe and Laurel
St. George's Gazette
The Tank
British Legion Journal
The Snapper
Empire
The R.A.O.C. Journal
The Sprig of Shillelagh Ca Ira
The Manchester Gazette The Wish Stream
The Waggoner
The Owl
The Eagle

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

7th and 8th May—REGIMENTAL GOLF.
14th May—REGIMENTAL DINNER.
14th May—REGIMENTAL AT HOME.
17th, 19th and 21st, 22nd July—TENT, MOTE.
18th July—REUNION (Subject to Confirmation).

REGIMENTAL CRICKET, 1954
THE MOTE—The, Mote.
Saturday, May 15th
THE BUFFS—Canterbury.
Thursday, June 24th
THE BUFFS—The Depot
Friday, July 2nd
BAND OF BROS.—The Depot 1 Cricket
Saturday, July 3rd
THE MOTE^The Depot
f Week
Sunday, July 4th
West
Kent C.C.—Chislehurst.
Saturday, July 10th
OLD SUTTON IANS—Sutton Valence.
Thursday, August 12th
BA BES—The Depot.
Saturday, 28th August
All matches commence at 11.30 a.m., except for Saturday, May
15th, which commences at 2 p.m.
Those desirous of playing in any or all of the above matches are
requested to communicate with O.C., Depot.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
My dear Eason,
I am extremely grateful to you for the kind message
which you sent me on behalf of the Regiment. In truth,
you fill me with shame as I think of the little which in fact
I have been able to do for you all at the Barracks. But I
shall always remember with pride and gratitude my associa
tion with the Regiment, and I pray that those links with All
Saints will never be broken.
My wife and I are oppressed by the thought of parting
from our many friends here, but we are greatly strengthened
by the knowledge that we are surrounded by so man^
thoughts of goodwill.
Never shall we forget the Regiment and all for which
it stands.
Yours very sincerely,
Christopher B. Sampson.
+

OBITUARY
MR. J. KNIGHT
The deceased enlisted into the Regiment on the 24th
November, 1883, and served until his discharge in 1904.
The following is a list of countries in which he served :
Cyprus, Egypt, Soudan, Gilbraltar, Malta, India,
Ireland, Malta again, South Africa, Malta once more before
returning to the United Kingdom for discharge to pension.
He took up employment as a Commissionaire on discharge,
later becoming valet to Sir U. Clayton.
*

*

*

BRIGADIER R. M. AIREY, O.B.E., M.C., R.A.S.C.
It is with regret we report the death of Brigadier R. M.
Airey, who many of the 1st Bn. who served in Guernsey in
1927 will remember as Staff Officer, Guernsey. Since his
retirement he was connected with County and Club Cricket
and was a frequent visitor to the Regimental Tent at the
Mote.
We extend our sincere sympathy to the relatives of the
above deceased.
.
 r
 ;;
—

REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

Wednesday, December 23rd, the Museum was again
ONfavoured
with a visit by the Mayor and Corporation

of Maidstone, who spent the short time available viewing
the many new exhibits..,
These visits are most welcome and greatly appreciated
by us as they help to maintain the good relationship
already existing between the citizens of Maidstone and the
County Regiment.
On Christmas Eve we were pleased to welcome Maj.
A. M. Cohen, T.D., who spent a short time in the Museum.
He related that 50 years ago he was on parade at the
Depot learning to draw his sword. He very kindly sent
a donation to the Relics Fund.
We extend our thanks to the following for their
gifts :*—
Lt.Col. R. P. Tong—motorcyclist's goggles as used in
the desert by the German troops.
Lt.Col. J. V, Redmond—the medals of his grand
father, the late Sgt. Hurley, R.W.K.
Lt. K. S. Beale—2 Militia badges.

PROMOTIONS

AND APPOINTMENTS

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
The undermentioned Majs. to be Bt. Lt.Cols. 1st July,
1953:—P. E. Crook, O.B.E., B.A. (68434) R.W.K.
D. W. Jackson (74678), R.W.K.
Capt. I. H. Roper, M.C. (138428) to be Maj., 22nd
December, 1953.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2nd Lt. R. N. Young (422267) from T.A. Nat. Service
List, Cheshire, to be 2nd Lt., 21st October, 1953,
retaining his present seniority,
Lt. (Actg. Capt.) B. J. Newman (418468) to be Capt.,
30th November, 1953, with seniority 19th October,
1953.
Lt. B. J. Newman (418468) is granted the actg. rank of
Capt., 19th October, 1953.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) C. M. Evans (410472) to be Lt.,
31st December, 1953, with seniority 6th December,
1951.
2nd Lt. M. G. T. Hicks (423799) from Reg. Army Nat.
Service. List to be 2nd Lt. 25th November, 1953,
with seniority 23rd August, 1952.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: —
Lt. C. M. H. Hutchinson (412282) from T.A. Nat.
Service. List to be Lt 29th October, 1953, retain
ing his present seniority.

+

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
GWILL1AM—On December 18th, 1953, at B.M.H. Kinrara,
Malaya, to Una (nee Butler), wife of Maj. D. H.
Gwilliam, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, a daughter.
LOVELL.—At St Mary's Hospital, London, on 8th
January, 1954, to Angela (nee Howlett) and F. W.
Lovell, Esq., 4/5th Bn, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regt., a son.
MAYNARD—On 31st October, 1953, at 63, Woodside
Road, Auckland, New Zealand, to Joan, wife of Capt.
L. W. Maynard, a daughter.

DEATHS
KNIGHT—At Selly Oak Hospital, Birmingham, on 18th
December, 1953, Mr. J. Knight, late R.W.K., at the age
of 84 years.
PHILLPOTT—At Hastings Avenue, Margate, on 14th
November, 1953, Mr. A. E. Phillpott, late No. 10795
R.W.K.
SAFFORD—On December 24th, 1953, Stella Safford,
O.B.E., daughter of the late Colonel Safford, R.W.K.
WOODGER—At Linton Hospital, Coxheath, Maidstone,
on 23rd December, 1953, John Alfred Woodger, late
R.W.K.
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HEY were first noticed by the Adjt. on the night before
we were due to entertain the Colonel of the Regiment
and the Brigade Commander to dinner in our Officers'
Mess. He noticed that there were more insects than usual
in his room, when he was changing for dinner and, on closer
inspection, they turned out to be bees.
Having told his batman to close the windows, give the
room a good squirt with Flit (or it's military equivalent)
and to put out the lights, he then walked upstairs to the
anteroom for his predinner gin. The Signal Officer was
in the anteroom when he arrived, and at once asked if he
had Them too. The Adjt. guardedly replied that if he was
referring to bees, the answer was yes, and had he seen any?
The Signal Officer's retort that the floor of his room was
black with them was found on investigation to be an exag
geration, but there certainly were a considerable number
of corpses about.
The matter was further discussed over another gin,
and the conclusion was reached that their visitation was just
another of the plagues that so frequently descend upon
Officers' Messes in Malaya, and the conversation then
passed on to more normal topics of interest, such as the
extraordinary deafness of the telephone exchange operators.
When the Adjt returned for lunch the following day, he
was greeted at the door of his room by his batman, who
announced that he had found the cause of the trouble and,
leading the Adjt. outside, showed him, on a branch, about
five yards from the windows of his room, The Bees. There
must have been several thousand of them, all hanging
together in a swarm about two feet long, four inches wide
and six inches deep. Having inspected them from a safe
distance, the Adjt. then withdrew to the anteroom and
called all present to witness that he had never done any
harm to any bees in his life, and what had he done to
deserve this? The replies to this query were varied and
interesting, but hardly helpful, and a discussion then broke
out as to what was to be done about them. They could
hardly remain in their present position, as they would be
a serious menace to the wellbeing of the Colonel of the
Regiment at dinner that night, to say nothing of the Brigade
Commander. It was equally sure that no one was going to
tackle them, and soon someone was heard to ask who was
responsible for bees in the Army anyway? The Adjt.
(determined that he wasn't going to be responsible for
them) said that unless they were pets (in which case a
Regimental BeeMajor should be appointed at once), he
thought that Barrack Regulations laid down that they were
an R.E. job, like grasscutting and other odd jobs, and that
the Q M. was just the man. The Q.M. hurriedly replied
that he hadn't taken them on charge, and that he had heard
that a lot of money could be made out of a swarm of bees,
and that he thought that O.C. H.Q. Coy., in his capacity as
P.R.I., should arrange to " take " the swarm and start a bee
farm. The P.R.I., although a wizard at making money
out of things like cinemas and suchlike, said that he had too
much on at the moment, what with Christmas and so on,
and continued that they were obviously a menace to the
health of the Bn. and that the M.O. should deal with them
as a matter of duty. The M.O. quickly replied that nobody
had been stung yet, and although a certain section of the

medical profession believed bee stings to be beneficial in
cases of rheumatism, he himself did not subscribe to this
view. This raised the question of whether they were hostile
or not. The SecondinCommand (who had been closely
associated with a chap from Operational research for the
previous days) said that he thought that their relative hostility
should be determined by the Intelligence Officer, in conjunc
tion, of course, with the local Special Branch Officer. The
I.O. replied that he thought that it would be unwise to draw
their attention to the fact that they were under surveillance
at this stage, and that anyway he had an Airdrop demand
to do. He went on to add that personally he had always
considered Bees to be an Act of God and shouldn't the
Padre deal with them? This was acclaimed as the best
solution to date, until it was remembered that the Padre
was away in Kuala Lumpur and would not be back for
several days, while if the guest night was to be held as
planned, something would have to be done quickly. At
this point the M.T.O. entered, and, acting on a vague
memory that they didn't like smoke, the Adjt. said that he
thought that the M.T.O., with a few of the smoke canisters
that we carry on the front of our vehicles, and assisted by
the Mess staff, should be able to clear the matter up quite
quickly after lunch. This said, he quickly slipped off to
lunch, giving no time for the parties concerned to launch
any objections, and the attack was duly prepared to start at
1415 hours.
As Hhr. approached, they were inspected and found
to be in the same position and state as before lunch, except
that, if anything, they appeared to be in a more liquid form.
This was noticeable when, at fairly frequent intervals, a
lump of the swarm would fall off The watchers waited
with interest to see if the falling mass would bounce on
hitting the ground. They were disappointed: no mass ever
reached the ground, and it was not for some time that it
was discovered that what had left the swarm as a mass of
Bee, disintegrated into a large number of individual Bees
after falling approximately six inches.
This interesting
phenomenon having been duly noted, the forces involved
advanced to the attack.
After noting the direction of the wind, a small pilot
fire was lighted below them. This, putting up a poor sort
of smoke, was almost ignored by the swarm, but it was
noticed that the expression with which they flew about was
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less amicable than hitherto. It was at this point that an
unorthodox (and also somewhat ineffective) method was
used. One of the mess staff rushed forward with a bucket of
water and hurled it straight at them. The effect of this was
indescribable: the air exploded with very angry Bees, and
the mess staff, who had not been issued with any protective
clothing, were temporarily put to flight. A large number
of Bees had been destroyed, but their casualties were
negligible compared with their strength.
It was decided
that this was the wrong method, and the chemical warfare
detachment, under the M.T.O., advanced to the attack.
After careful positioning, the first canister was duly ignited,
and coils of thick white oilylooking smoke swirled about
the swarm. The effect of this was twofold: the Adjt.,
observing operations from the vantage point of the window
of the C.O.'s office, quickly sent the Duty Drummer to tell
the Provost Sgt. that it was not a real fire: the Bees,
presumably having been carefully trained for just such an
eventuality, took off as a swarm and orbited about fifty
feet above the Mess roof, making an angry noise. When
the canister was exhausted and the smoke blown away, they
returned to their original position. This was disappointing,
and another canister was lit.
Precisely the same thing
happened, except that the smoke blew all across the main
road, and a traffic jam of some size developed. The
M.T.O., not to be daunted, renewed the assault and
expended another four canisters without any visible effect.
The forces then drew off without having gained much except
two beestings and a quantity of hardearned experience.
The P.M.C. then decided that the matter had gone far
enough, and cast around him for a bee expert. The District
Officer said that he thought he could dig one up, especially
as he was an interested party (being one of the guests that
night). This expert arrived at an inauspicious time, as they
were still flying around in angry manner and, having
inspected them, pronounced that they were not Bees but
Hornets. This caused consternation, as the Malayan
hornet is a power to be reckoned with, but the Adjt. replied
that they couldn't be hornets, as hornets were smooth, while
bees were furry, and they were furry. The P.M.C. then
advised that they be left in peace, and a onesided non
aggression pact was implemented, the hope being that they
would all go to sleep as darkness fell.
As the hour for dinner approached, it was apparent
'that the nonaggression pact was indeed onesided, the
ceiling of the anteroom was covered with sleepy Bees, and
they were beginning to form subsidiary swarms on the
lampshades.
An added hazard was the presence of a
number of them on the seat of every chair. The Adjt. and
the Signal Officer, who had by now had some experience in
Beecontrol, advised that as few lights as possible be left
on in the anteroom, while as many chemical sprayers as
were available be employed.
Someone replied that he
personally would rather have Bees that he could see, and no
ismells than Bees lurking where he couldn't see them, and
the smell of insecticides; this was overruled, and the
measures proved moderately effective.
Surprisingly
enough, dinner was undisturbed, and afterwards it was
found that the anteroom was freed from the plague.
Several theories were advanced as to the reasons for
this, but the one most generally accepted was that
the Duty Drummer had blown " Lights Out" underneath
the swarm, and they had all gone to sleep.
The next day, a small man came and took them all
away in a bag.
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Royal West Kent Regiment's Last Christmas in Malaya
Written and Illustrated by Capt. D. H. de T. Reade

F

OR their last Christmas in Malaya, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regt. will be in the sparsely popu
lated and mountainous jungle region of the Bentong District
111 Malaya.
Every man in the Bn. will have his Christmas Dinner,
but, due to the Emergency, not all men together can enjoy
the Day of Days in a spirit of " Peace on Earth and Good
will towards men." All Companies will have to have a
proportion of men on standby duties, ready for instant
action, should Communist terrorists strike.
Also, it is
conceivable that events may so happen which compels the
Bn. to be fully operational on Christmas Day.
As the P.R.I., Maj. J. H. Brocks, puts it: 44 We have
the food and we hope we get the time to enjoy it. Our big
problem is—one Rifle Coy., C and H.Q. Coy. are in Bentong
Town, while A, B, D and Support Companies are in separate
locations."
The Maj. says that for operational purposes and for
making the best use of the Regimental band and .cooks, A
and B Companies will celebrate Christmas Day on the 24th.
In Bentong Town, predominantly Chinese, and the
village of Karak, the Regimental band and drums will beat
Retreat, and they will play at all Companies on the 24th
and 25th. A Carol Service in the open will be held on
Christmas Day in Bentong, and the Regimental Chaplain,
the Rev. J. R. Berry, will ensure all Companies on detach
ment have Christmas Services.
A Chinese baker in Bentong has given incalculable
assistance to the Bn. by allowing Rendal bakers to use
ovens in preparing the seasonable fare.
The Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.General W. P.
Oliver, stirred the Christmas Puddings!
Menus for Christmas Day are the equal of any in pre
war years.
GUNFIRE (served in bed, before breakfast), rum,
biscuits and coffee (by tradition served by the Warrant
Officers and Sergeants).
DINNER.—Roast pork, turkey, sausages, potatoes and
1

Brussels sprouts, tinned peas, sauce, Christmas pudding and
brandy sauce, oranges and nuts, coffee, beer, minerals and
cigaiettes.
BUFFET TEA.—Christmas cake, mince pies, potato
crisps, sausage rolls, cheese straws, sponge cakes, jelly and
tinned fruit, assorted sandwiches, coid ham and pickles.
1 visiied the location A Coy., near Karak village. It
is a tented camp, and when I was there the big tent used as
a dmrng hall was being spruced up for Christmas. Many
ol the men were in camp, and, judging by their plans, no
men are going to be lonely at Christmas.
One man so aptly put it: "You take the rough with the
smooth," and I hope for my Coy. it will be a Christmas in
camp—if it's patrolling, well, that's that!"
The Bentong Joint Operations Room—R.W.K. and
Police staffed—will be manned all through the holiday. One
man who will be on duty many hours over the period is the
Bn. Intelligence Officer, Lt. P. S. Leigh.
He told me that the Bn., which came to the Bentong
District by late October, has now killed five Communist
terrorist in the area.
44 Food control is now in full swing in the area, he
says, 44 and many men in the Bn. are assisting the Police at
the entrance to and exits of wiredin villages.
44 In conjunction with food control, routine patrols go
out into the rubber estates looking for terrorists trying to
collect food, and, of course, other patrols go out into the
jungle looking for terrorists."
I sincerely trust a similar fate to that of C Coy., of the
Green Howards will not be the lot of The Royal West Kent
Regt. for their last Christmas in Malaya.
Their Christmas drop, consisting of, among other
things, rum, beer and puddings, fell into the tops of trees,
the lowest 50 feet high. An Auster plane later dropped
saws and these also dropped in the trees, so explosives were
asked for—and used—and the Christmas fare and wireless
sets were blown into a torrent and lost. On New Year's
Eve the Coy. had their traditional meal.

..


General Oliver stirring the Christmas puddings.
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HOSE who read this
column, and don't already
know, will be interested to
hear that under present plan
ning the Bn. will sail from
Singapore in H.M.T. Empire
Orwell on 4th March, arriving
Southampton approximately
27th March.
We are fortunate to be in
the Orwell, which is one of the
two best troopships on the Far
East run.
She has a slight
habit however of not respond
ing to the selfstarter again
once the engines have been
stopped. This habit, regarded
at Southampton with toler
ance, would be in the " not
amused" category at Singa
pore.
This month has seen a big
jump in the Bn. C.T. score—
from 86 to 96. First B Coy. killed one bandit after a very
long ambush miles into the jungle, and then A Coy., led by
a S.E.P., followed this up by killing three out of three in an
attack on a jungle camp.
The latter action was a particularly good one as 2 and
3 Pis. of A Coy. managed to creep silently all round the
camp in spite of being attacked by hornets—a most disturb
ing ordeal. All three bandits were killed on the Stops, and
Pte. Sanggau, one of the A Coy. Ibans, had the unique
experience of putting one bulled through two C.T.s who
rushed at him in close echelon. The first was killed out
right; the second was knocked down and subsequently
polished off by Pte. Sanggau's second and third shots plus
his parang. The whole operation was under command of
2/Lt. FollettSmith, a young N.S. Officer who had only been
in Malaya three months.
Three bandits were added to the score as a result of a
special operation in the Rawang district which took place in
September and October, and which was " Top Secret." So
secret was it that no one in the Bn. other than those who
actually did them, knew there had been any kills until the
news was released in November. A special group was
formed, under the command of Major Upton, from picked
men from all companies to carry out the operation which
resulted in a total of six bandit eliminations, three of which
were surrenders.
Finally, the Director of Operations staff, who are the
ultimate authority on these matters, disagreed with the Bn.
score, and proved that we had three more than we thought
we had. An adjustment was accordingly made and these
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Battalions :
three plus those from Major Upton's group, were distributed
evenly between all Coys. The Coy. scores, with two months
to go, are now: —
Coy.
Killed. Captured. Total.
Battalion H.Q
1
4
5
A
18
—
18
B
11
2
13
C
25
2
27
D
24
1
25
S p
7
_
7
H.Q
1
—
1
87

9

96

The Colonel of the Regiment has visited us this
month, toured all Coy. Bases, and attended a Regimental
Guest Night in the Officers' Mess. During his visit to Sp.
Coy., he presented Sgt. Parker with the latter's recently
awarded CommanderinChief's Certificate.
Lt.General Sir Hugh Stockwell, together with Brigadier
D. E. B. Talbot, visited us officially during November, and
the latter also attended the same Regimental Guest Night as
the Colonel of the Regiment.
We have had to bid farewell to Maj. Waring, who is
taking over M.A. to the C.inC. Farelf from Maj. Crook.
We wish him luck and at the same time welcome Maj.
Crook, on paper at any rate, who is understood to be rejoin
ing the Bn. as 2 i/c in England after having completed his
leave. He will take command of the Bn. Advance Party,
who are due at Southampton on 16th February.
We also have had to say goodbye to C.S.M. Armstrong,
who has been posted to the Federation of Malaya Volunteer
Force as an R.S.M., and to C.S.M. Selmes, who has trans
ferred to the staff of the Military Corrective Establishment
in Kuala Lumpur.
In their place we welcome C.S.M. Jones (C.S.M. D
Coy.) and Sgt. Wilde (C Coy.) back from their previous
appointments at H.Q. Kuala Lumpur Grn. and the F.T.C.
respectively. We congratulate C/Sgt. Baker on promotion
to C.S.M., and Sgt. Parker on promotion to C/Sgt.
The " Amazing Fogel" and his touring C.S.E.U. party
gave an excellent show recently at Bantong. Anyone in
England who has the opportunity of seeing this gentleman
in action will be well rewarded by doing so. The highlight
of his performance, which included a baffling series of card
and thoughtreading tricks, was catching between his teeth
a .22 bullet fired at him by Sgt. Henden. Three hours after
the show was over the I.O. (Lt. Leigh) announced that he
had solved all the tricks and was thinking of taking up a
life on the halls himself.
The 1 R. Hamps Advance Party is with us and most of
them have disappeared into the Ulu to find out the form.
Incidentally, harking back to Operations, we must mention
that the record stay in the jungle, previous held by C Coy. in
1952 with 21 days, has now been beaten by B Coy. with 25.
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Christmas preparations are well in hand. Meanwhile
we take this opportunity to wish all our readers a Happy
and Prosperous New Year and comment, in passing, that
we are quite looking forward to it ourselves.
*

*

*

A REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE
Dear Editor,—I thought the following amazing coin
cidence might be of interest to you.
I notice through your last issue that the 1st Bn. The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment sailed for Malaya
with Lt.Colonel A. Martyn in command and Maj. P. C. M.
Buckle also with the regiment.
Now refer to page three of a 44 History of the Regi
ment " (19141919).
In August, 1914, Lt.Colonel A. Martyn in command
and Maj. P. M. Buckle as second in command.
The lastnamed very gallant officer was killed in action
on October 27th, 1914.—F. F. E. Harnett (late Capt., Royal
West Kent Regiment, 19151919), Little Otteridge, Bearsted.
From the " Kent Messenger13th Nov., 1953.
Bn. SPORTS
Since moving into the Bentong area, we have had a
fairly successful period, but it has been very difficult to base
any sport on a Bn. level. However, as results show, we
have not been easy victims.

Basketball has been the dominant game, owing to the
competition in this area. We have done extremely well
against the local Chinese teams, winning six and suffering
defeat in four, which, considering our lack of training, is a
record to be proud of. Outstanding amongst the players
was Sgt. 44 Sammy" Forster, who, when available, was a
tower of strength. Several amusing incidents occurred
during our matches; one which comes readily to mind
happened on an away watch: the referee, not fully conver
sant with the rules, did not throw the ball high enough on
the 44 jump ball," at least not high enough to suit S.M.
44 Drummy " Watts, who immediately grabbed the ball and
handed it back to the Chinese referee, demanding that it
should be done correctly. The referee, noting the size and
fierce countenance of "Drummy," as compared with his own
insignificant stature, quickly complied. It was noted through
out the match that the referee kept his distance.
The football with the locals has been very limited,
owing to the lack of competition. However, several inter
company matches have been played with success.
Four matches have been played on the hockey field,
resulting in three victories and one defeat. Maj. Brock,
who, as centreforward has scored many fine goals, is
particularly noted for his follow up. A future visit to the
4th Malay Regt. has been planned, owing to lack of severe
competition in this area.

Army Public Relations Photograph.

The Band of the 1st Bn. leading a March Past, at which the CommanderinChief, Far East Land Forces, Lt.Gen.
Sir Charles Loewen, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., took the Salute.
The occasion was the celebration of R.A.O.C. week.
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"A" COMPANY

"B" COMPANY

Success at last! After patrolling the "Ulu" for a
number of man hours guaranteed to throw out all the
statistics in Malaya, we are glad to announce the death of
three bandits at our hands.
The credit goes to 2 PL
" Tigers " and 3 Pl. " Red Devils," aided and abetted by
that 44 jet propelled " Iban Pte. Sanggau, for a fine perform
ance—carried out, we understand, in face of half the
hornets in Pahang, with great stealth. Since these
happy warriors return to Company base camp, there
has indeed been 44 blood all round the house." We
celebrated in due style and it is rumoured that 3 PL
Cmdr. quite definitely tripped over a most annoying hill,
which, however, had been blown away by the wind by next
morning.
The news of the kills dwarfs all else that we have done
during the month, that, in itself, has been quite
eventful. The 44 Tigers" spent an arduous and sticky
fortnight establishing a food checking camp on the main
road to Bentong, while 44 Jumbo's Jets," under Mr. Sylvester
spent a pleasanter time up on top of the pass on the K.L.
road. They were living in a disused Rest House. Both
the 44 K" Squad men, Sgt. Williams and Cpl. Haley re
joined them at that stage, and glad we were to see them
back.
Two and 3 Platoons then spent many many hours
banana watching, and nowadays are liable to turn a dull
shade of green if shown even half a bunch of them.
One PL down from the hills showed the I.O. of the
Hampshires how deceptive maps can be! Sgt. Moon, of
the Royal Australian Army, who was also out on detach
ment from the F.T.C. had other words to describe this. We
were delighted to have both with us, and hope that they
learned more than they suffered.
As we go to press, we are glad to welcome back our PL
which has been detached at the Cameron Highlands, and
take this opportunity of wishing all our readers (Come on A
Coy.!) a Happy Christmas and Successful New Year.

The month started very quietly, with all the Platoons
cut in the jungle for a long operation, in which a Platoon
of Sp. Coy. was put under command. We promised an
account of this, and here it is.
On 29th October the trek into the jungle began and,
after marching for approx. 11 hours with heavy packs,
including three days' rations, we finally halted and based
down for the night. The following day, at first light, it was
quite apparent that we should have to select a new Camp
site, the existing one almost resembling a swamp. After
breakfast a new Camp area was selected, to which Maj.
Archer gave the name 44 Whisky." This Camp was so well
situated that it became our home for the next 12 days.
Work then began in earnest. We had a good river nearby,
and the 44 B " Coy. Anglers soon took control of the fishing
rights; the swimmers also put in their claims. Fortunately
it was a big river and finally all were satisfied.
On the 13th day the Coy. broke Camp, saddled up and
moved north to a fresh area, and it was on the fifth day
that a section from 6 Platoon, commanded by 2/Lt. C. L.
Tarver, made a kill. Recovered from the body were valu
able documents, a Thomson Machine Carbine and a
quantity of magazines and ammunition. The papers were
collected from Maj. Archer by a Helicopter, which hovered
overhead and lowered a weighted rope. They were then
flown post haste to Bentong.
After operating for 23 days in the jungle, 4 PL, 5 PL
and 15 Pl. (from Sp. Coy.) were evacuated by Helicopter
and 6 Pl. and Coy. H.Q. walked out to the waiting transport
at Bentong.
On arrival at Sabai, the scene of flowing beards and
horny hands grasping 44 Anchors " was likened by some to
the landing of shipwrecked sailors. We let the photographs
speak for themselves.
There were other returns during the month, Lt.
P. R. vStock and his hardy 44 Cloak and Dagger" boys
rejoined the Coy. from K.K.B.
The joy of return was

Two ways of crossing a river.
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perhaps questionable as Lt. Stock was met in the evening
by Capt. Crook with the words 44 Delighted to see you back,
you'll be off early tomorrow for a few days in the Ulu! No
doubt that pleased him.
We have, however, suffered some sad losses. Early in
the month a farewell party was held in the canteen for 5201
Group, comprising L/Cpl. Shipp, Ptes, Davidson, Larkin,
Hardy, Wiltsher, Folly, Bellingham, Smith 49 and Stevens.
Dress for this special occasion was reported to be—
dress shirts, handpainted ties, blue silk pyjamas and Jungle
Boots! At any rate a good time was had by all, but on their
departure the next day, a more miserable bunch of chaps
has yet to be seen, for after months of 44 counting the days "
they just didn't want to leave us. We wish them all the
very best of luck in Civvy Street and hope to hear from
them sometimes.
At the end of the month we learnt that the C.S.M.
(Armstrong of Malaya) was to be R.S.M. Armstrong of the
Federation of Malaya and was soon to leave us. Congratu
lations and good luck to him in his new appointment with the
Federation Volunteer Force. We were, however, very
pleased to learn that C/Sgt. 44 Doughy" Baker from C
Coy. was to be promoted to become C.S.M. Baker of
Baker Coy.
Congratulations are due to L/Cpls. Webb, Silk and
Evans on getting their first stripe. The latter who is in
charge of the Coy. Cookhouse, has now stopped uttering
queer things in Welsh and has more or less adopted the
44 B " Coy. dialect.
Well done, Taffy. Don't let the weight
of the one gleaming stripe upset the balance of your pastry!
Some air 44 flaps " developed with the rear party at
Sabai whilst the Coy. was out. A start was made on clear
ing a Helicopter LZ and small parties with fuel and matchets
disappeared into the Lallange. One of these, Pte. Lewis,
of 4 Pl. fame, found something hard in the grass, took a
vigorous swipe with his matchet and found it was his own
foot. Well done, Jim.
The Camp now looks vastly different to when we
arrived, and our tents are gradually being changed for new
ones. By the time we leave, we'll have a 44 Butlins " of
our own. On this happy note we leave you till next month.
4 Platoon
Due to our absence in the jungle last month, we have
much leeway to make up.
At the end of October we started off the operation with
the Coy., but later we moved north with 6 Pl. to a short
term Base Camp near where they had their kill. It was at
this Camp that the R.A.F. managed to drop nearly all the
parachutes in the tops of the biggest trees, and we are very
much indebted to L/Cpl. Adol, one of our Sarawak
Rangers, who climbed some 150 feet to the tops of the
trees to cut them down.
Soon after the airdrops we moved off on our own to
look for C.T. clearings which, with the aid of an S.E.P. we
quickly found. In one, L/Cl. Harcup, our Witch Doctor,
found himself in a new job, that of a ghoul. The S.E.P.
showed us where he had buried the body of a comrade of
his killed by a tree—L/Cpl. Harcup had to dig it up!
We then started to build a landing place for a helicop
ter, but on the day the other Platoons left for Sabai, ours
was found to be unsuitable and we were left behind in the
jungle. Two days later, after 25 days in the jungle and
much tree cutting, a helicopter was able to land and lift us
out.

Looking for parachutes on the tree L/Cpl. Adol
climbed.
At the end of the operation we found that someone in
the Pl. had changed our nickname to 44 Perkey's Pirates,"
due, of course, to our long beards. This was not surprising,
as on our return we were able to claim the Bn. record for
the longest operation in the jungle.
During the past two months our 44 Medic " has received
his first stripe and so has L/Cpl. Webb, A. Congratulations
to them both.
We welcome to the Platoon Ptes. Hearsey and
Thomson. May their stay be a long and happy one.
After a short rest at Sabai we are off on a week's
operations into the hills and so until next month we say

The way home.
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goodbye and, just in case we do extend our record jungle
stay, wish all exmembers of 4 Pl. a Happy New Year.
" Perkey's Pirates."
5 Platoon
The beginning of this month found us deep in the
jungle, where we stayed for the next three weeks. In spite
of this, our bandit score remains the same.
As we found no bandits, certain members of the Pl.
decided to go for smaller game in the form of fish and so
supplement their compo rations. One soldier became such
an ardent fisherman that he had his meals brought to the
river for him. Being unable to get any fishing hooks in
our air drops, we found that safety pins, with a little bend
ing, did the trick and served very well.
After 23 days we were lifted out by helicopter, and it
was on this day that Sgt. Levett went into mourning. His
hat, or rather the remains of his hat, was blown off his head
into the river by the helicopter.
Frantic searches were
made for it, but at last Ihey had to be given up and so his
hat rests in the Ulu.
Upon our return to civilisation we were glad to
welcome back to the Pl. L/Cpl. Mott, Ptes. Jarret,
Richardson and " Buffalo " Johnson, our Medic, who have
returned from the " Cloak and Dagger " boys at K.K.B.
We hope they will remain with us for some time. We also
bade farewell to " Titch" Warbey, who has transferred
from the ranks of the Ulu Bashers to the strenuous job of
Officers' Mess Waiter.
After just over a week at Sabai, during which we did
three days of ambushing, we moved to Sungei Dua village,
where we are now doing gate checks and wire patrols.
The Dicky Birds (who really fly).
6 Platoon
The Saints, being dissatisfied with only one bandit, have
spirited themselves away into deep jungle in search of
more. (Maybe it was thought that they would have to
write two months' Notes, but never fear, I'll be waiting for
them on their return!—Company Ed.).

"C" COMPANY
There have been many changes in the Coy. this month,
so we decided the best thing was to give the author's order
of battle first:
COY. H.Q.
Maj. W. C. D. Crumplin
Capt. D. P. I. Campbell
C.S.M. Seabrook
Sgt. Parker.
7 PL.
8 PL.
9 PL.
2/Lt. M. V. Nyren 2/Lt. R. W. Neve 2/Lt. C. G. Fraser
Sgt. Henden
Sgt. Heyfron
Sgt. Wilde
Sgt. Standley
This month, however, we have added one star to the
Coy. scoreboard, when on November 11th we tried to
repeat our performance at Sungei Gumut, but with less
success. Nevertheless, it was a fitting tribute to our late
Coy. Commander, Maj. Waring, that his last operation
with us should end with a kill. For eighteen months he
has firmly held the reins of the Coy., leading us from
Wardieburn, via K.K.B. and Kerling, to Bentong. We are
sorry to see you go, but the best of luck to you, Blick.
We hope you find Singapore as comfortable and as quiet
as your basha was in the Ulu.

Also, we have said farewell to Lt. Lygo, who has left
us for a short stay with Support Coy. before going home
on a Mortar course—he hopes! With him went two old
members of the Coy., C/Sgt. Doughie Baker and Sgt.
Munchy Fisher. Congratulations, Doughie, on your pro
motion to C.S.M.; we hope you have got your pace stick
on a 108! Sgt. Fisher is returning to his parent Coy.,
having been with us since March of this year. Thank
you for what you have done for us, Munchy—you did a
fine job. In their places we welcome, first, Maj. W. C. D.
Crumplin, who assumes command; secondly, Capt. D. P. I.
Campbell, back from his change of air station, who takes
over the duties of 2nd i.e.; thirdly, 2/Lt. Nyren, who
becomes chief sweeper; and last, but not least, C/Sgt.
Parker, who now runs our " Q " side, with a " Could I
have your signature " efficiency!
The C.S.M., Sungie Seabrook, has been doubling for
the R.S.M., who has been on a long leave, running the
Sgts.' Mess, and trying to sort out which Officers and Sgts.
have which Pis. in the Coy. This task is now made easy,
fox Sgt. Henden has retired at long last from active ops.,
Sgt. Standley to a sickbed, and Sgt. Heyfren to the
N.C.O.'s cadre. As a result, Pte. Groves 22 has started
to work in the Coy. Office in order to dash and take the
C.S.M.'s temperature, should at any time his blood boil!
We are shortly to have a flag to hang by the Coy.
Office, as there is a rumour that there may be some new
tents arriving in the near future. But for most part we
are looking forward to Christmas and " Gunfire " in the
early morning, but, alas, this year—no snow! Next year
—perhaps!
7 Platoon
The past month has been one of comings and goings
—mostly goings. Firstly we bid a sad farewell to Maj.
H. B. H. Waring, whose Christian name has been so
firmly connected with our title. The best of luck to you,
Sir; we shall always remember you, especially whilst
"sweeping." We wish our new " O.C.," Maj. W. C. D.
Crumplin, and our 2nd i.e., Capt. D. P. I. Campbell, a
very warm welcome. We hope their stay with us is a
long, happy and successful one.
Debits on the Pl. level are:—Ptes. Coates, Hickmott,
King and Griffiths, all of whom have become mobile and
gone to the M.T. Section; Swede Bates has become a
butcher (Who says it's a carve up?). In his place the
exbutcher, Pte. (Lemon) Curd, has joined us. Welcome,
" Lemon," we hope you have the chance to butcher a few
C.Ts. Pte. Biggs has also left us to become a " Regimental "
Rozzer.
After a long period of sickness, " Dizzy " Dean returns
to the fold with Pte. Golding, who has damaged his ankle
after doing a " stuntman" act for " Cameraman" Mr.
Nyren.
Consultations with the Medic Specialists have resulted
in the operational loss of our Pl. Sgt., " Iban " Henden,
who is now to be seen searching the camp in vain for his
body. (Finder please return to C Coy. Office, where a
reward will be given.)
Cpl. " Slasher " Green is now back once more with
his head simply oozing high up on " Military Law "—so
watch out, you criminals!
The main topics now are, first and foremost, which
beat?
when? how?
Secondly, the festive season
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MESS PRESENTATIONS
THE special commemorative piece
requires more than ordinary care in
its choosing. It must be an appro
priate and enduring record of the
occasion, coupled with correctness
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estimates will be submitted without
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at' 112'are
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vice we are able
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"C" Coy., taken on the occasion of the departure of Maj. Waring. Bentong, November, 1953.
approaches and it is generally believed that it will be a
grand finale to our stay in Malaya. Here's hoping next
year finds us celebrating Christmas in more peaceful
surroundings.
" Henry's Sweepers."
8 Platoon
We extend a very hearty welcome to Maj. W. C. D.
Crumplin, on taking over command of the Coy., and to
Capt. D. P. I. Campbell, his able assistant. May their
stay prove a happy one to themselves and the Coy., and
a most disastrous one to the " odd bodies " we are up
against in the jungle.
There isn't very much of particular note to report
this month. We have had a welcome break from our
usual full month of ops., and have contented ourselves
with gate checks and road patrols. Should this copy of
the Gazette fall into the wrong hands, however, we would
like to point out that we are in no ways unprepared for
any action we may be called upon to perform.
Our Pl. Commander, Mr. Neve, has joined the Navy
for a fortnight, but only for a leave cruise. Sgt. Standley
wanted to join him, but owing to the exigencies of the
Service, etc., this was impossible. Never mind, though,
Christmas is coming, and they can expend their surplus
energy pouring out our beer at the big dinner. Who knows,
we may even cajole them into buying a beer for us.
Well, lads, that's the lot for now. Don't miss next
month's thrilling instalment. Will the Bn. get their
hundred? Will all the tents fall down in the next high
wind? See the next episode of
" The Scorpions."

9 Platoon
This month finds us with another little star on the
Pl. notice board, thanks to the help of our muckers in
our brother Pis., who were with us on the contact. Our
congratulations go to A Coy., whom we have just heard
killed three out of three bandits encountered. Well done,
lads—you certainly deserve them! Only another four and
we can all go home.
Now that we are back to the old routine jobs of gate
checks, road patrols and standby, we cannot agree which
is the worst, although we are told they are all easy. Who
says so?
There is a rumour that a new society has been formed
in the Pl. under a very efficient chairman, who is none
other than ChasEWilliams, who definitely practices what
he preaches. This secret society is appropriately named
"The 9 Pl. Gonkers," and is rapidly obtaining full mem
bership. Our Sgt.Maj., however, does not agree with us,
and shows it in the ways he works us.
" No time for
gonk " is his main sermon to us.
We apologise to Pte. Mitchell for this belated welcome
to the Pl., but somehow or other he managed to slip in
on the Q.T., although he has made plenty of noise ever
since. We give a final farewell this month to our Pl. Sgt.,
Sgt. Fisher, who dare not face us after his scive, but has
returned to his parent Coy. Suffice it to say he has left
his name ever engraved on the slopes of Bukit Perabong!
Pte. Geering hopes to be on the waters on Christmas Eve,
so he will miss the festivities here, but no doubt he will
make up for it on the boat home. We are sorry to say
goodbye to " Iban " Mann, who has now left us for the
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socalled more intelligent AntiTank PL, and wish him
the best of luck with the big bangers.
We congratulate L.Cpl. Bailey on his rise to the dizzy
heights.
The " PlayedOut " Pups.

Coy. H.Q.

c

" D " COMPANY

D Coy. has now settled down in its new surroundings
at Sungei Penjuring, which we share with Sp. Coy.
We take this opportunity to welcome to the Coy. C.S.M.
Jones. We hope his stay will be long and pleasant.
We are sorry to announce the loss of " The Baron,"
who has been transferred to H.Q. Coy. as the Q.M.'s store
man. His place has been taken by a very able L/Cpl.
Melville, late of 11 PL We wonder if he prefers the stores
to B.M.H. Kinrara. We hardly think so.
We are also sorry to lose our 2 i/c, Capt. Macmillan,
who sailed for " Blighty " to attend a course at the Staff
College. We wish him every success.
Capt. Dodson has now taken over as second in
command of the Coy., but it seems it will only be for a
very short time.
We hear he will be following Capt. Macmillan in
January on the advance party of the Bn.
Congratulations to Maj. Upton, M.B.E., and his party,
who eliminated three of the top terrorists in the K.K.B.
district.
Cpl. " Um " Borella, Ptes. " Bogey " Marsh and Pte.
" Spud " Murphy are getting boat happy.
They start boat station practices in January under the
supervision of " Bogey " Marsh.
The young soldier in H.Q. tent, Pte. " Lofty " Lamp
lough (52.18) will be looking on with envious eyes. Never
mind, Loft, only 10 months to do.
No. 10 Platoon
The beginning of the month was rather disturbing for
the PL We had quite a few of our number go to hospital
with some mysterious disease. We have heard reports that
it was caused by rats, but so far the exact cause is unknown.
Cpl. Jones, who was one of the unfortunates, was, we
understand, somewhat more affected, as he is due for release
at the beginning of the New Year, and thought perhaps he
might miss his boat. He appears to be doing well now. At
the time of writing, although some cases were pretty serious,
we are glad to say that all are doing well.
We had one or two small Ops. with the remainder of
the PL at the beginning of the month, but the main event
was when we went out on an 18 day Operation.
We were flown in by helicopter and had two air drops
during our Op.
Members of the Op. were seen to be parading with
large panels of parachute around them.
The Op. has been unsuccessful as far as bandits are
concerned, though we found some old camps and clearings.
After a few days out, many members were comparing
growth of beards. Capt. Dodson, who was the Officer i/c
Operation, sported a grand affair, which he was seen to
comb once or twice.
The PL Signaller, Pte. Page, had as much " facefazz "
towards the end of the Op. as at the beginning. Perhaps
he should try coconut oil. We understand that's good for
hair growth,

" Bashering Up " was done in grand style.
Large
bashas off the ground was the style. Camp routine working
out as efficiently as that of the main camp.
The whole Op. was enjoyed by all concerned.
We wish speedy recovery to all our sick members and
those others of the Coy. likewise.
Cpl. Smith, our other trusty two taper, is this month on
Cadre. We expect him back at the end of the month.
Imagine we'll get used to his keenness, which he's bound to
have. L/Cpl. Reynolds, who had only been with us a few
weeks from 11 PL, is also accompanying him on the course.
We wish them good luck in their studies.
11 Platoon
The most notable event of the month was the 10day
Operation deep in the Ulu.
Diligent ambushing proved
fruitless.
The Air Drops provided our Old Sweat with another
experience. Unfortunately one of the parachutes failed to
make the Dropping Zones; it became entangled in the
upper foliage of the largest tree in the vicinity. A small
chain saw was dropped by helicopter, and the gallant band
of versatile men commenced the almost impossible task of
felling the tree.
Our incomparable " Lil " displayed yet more of her
willingness by doing the lion's share of the work (grunt's
galore). Incidentally 44 Lil," possessing an abundance of
energy, now carries practically most of her possessions with
her. What a sight for sore eyes.
We were greatly amused by the antics of " Carbine
Ginge," alias 4 The Sweat." He was obviously enthralled
with his new weapon.
After a long trek of nine miles, we reached semi
civilisation again, only to be disappointed, as usual, by the
nonappearance of transport.
We were overjoyed when we reached camp to find that
the remainder of the flock who had been with Maj. Upton,
M.B.E., at K.K.B., had returned from their skive.
The rest of the month has been spent patrolling
A S.U. rubber areas. Result N.T.R.
Well, folks, there isn't must to say this month.
Most of the month has been spent in day patrols in
A.S.U. areas. Result so far is N.T.R.
There hasn't been much time for sport, but we hope to
get in a few games during the next month.
We welcome Cpl. Joe 44 B.S.A. " Chapman back to the
fold after being away with Maj. Upton, M.B.E., and his
party.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
The order of battle is at present:
Coy. Cmd.: Major P. N. Elgood.
C.S.M.: C.S.M. R. Nichols.
C.Q.M.S.: C/Sgt. F. Bucknell.
M.G. PL: Sgt. R. Kelly, Sgt. T. Laming.
Mortar PL: Sgt. R. Mead.
Aslt. Pnr. PL: Sgt. R. Gordon.
CONGRATULATIONS
We congratulate Maj. and Mrs. Elgood on the birth
of a son. Also Sgt. Parker on obtaining the C.inC.'s.
certificate and promotion to C/Sgt. C Coy. We are sorry
to lose him, but good luck, " George."
It was with regret that we said a temporary cheerio to
the following Officers and N.C.O.s, who proceeded to U.K.
on courses: Lt. Lygo, Cpls. Dix, Atkins, Holt and Smith,
and to Capt. Nicholls, M.B.E., who is on tour with a mili
tary law travelling circus.
Mortar Platoon
This month we congratulate Sgt. Parker on his promo
tion to C/Sgt. Our only regret is that he has to leave the
Pl to go to C Coy. The best of luck, Sgt. Parker. We also
congratulate Cpl. " Smudger" Smith and Cpl. " Tom "
Atkins on the very high marks obtained on their recent
Mortar course. Our new arrival this month is Pte.
Montague. We hope his stay in the PL will be a long and
happy one.

Men of the Composite Pl. of Sp. Coy. on their return
from their 23day operation with " B " Coy. Left to
Right: L/Cpl. Haynes, Pte. Blake, L/Cpl. Hoffman,
Pte. Anstead.
What with fatigues in the Camp and patrols in the
rubber, it is a wonder that our Pl. Sgt. has had time to start
a Pl. Cadre. Nevertheless, he has had six of our latest
draft out sweating and straining for the past four weeks, and
as long as Pte. Montague does not put the muzzle cover on
toe quickly, it looks as if we are going to get some good
crews before long. Our eight " Jungle Bashers," who have
been helping B Coy. on their 23day op., have arrived back
to the luxury of S. Penjuring Camp, all looking slightly in
need of a shave (except for Pte. Kendall, who we are sure
took a razor with him), and very pleased with themselves.
Probably because they were flown out by helicopters.
L/Cpl. " Mol" Beeslee and Pte. " Pheoby " Franklin can
be seen practising boat drills every night now, but we do not
think they will leave us before January. We will close now,
only 25 shopping days to Christmas.
" BiPod."
M.G. Platoon

Maj.General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., presenting
the C.inC's. Certificate to Sgt. Parker at Sungei
Penjuring on 26th November, 1953.

The PL have been quite active in the last few weeks.
First of all we had a twentythree day op., which our little
Craig was quite pleased with, as he got a few whiskers on
his chin. At the moment the PL are on Detachment (a
thing we are all well used to), doing road patrols up and
down the BentongKuala Lumpur Road.
Sgt. Kelly, who was going around shouting his head
off, only to the effect that he had a few weeks and an early
breakfast to do, has now found that he will be going home
with the Bn. One of our old members, Cpl. Dix, flew home
last weekend on a course.
L/CL Hoffman, who completed a M.G. course not so
long ago, is training other members of the PL
Sgt. Laming, who seems to work things just right, is
now on a cruise with the Navy, so let's hope he does not
get too seasick.
O.C.M.A,
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Assault Pioneer Platoon
Well, I am afraid nothing special has happened this
month. We are doing our share of patrols, but we have
not had any more luck.
We welcome two newcomers to the PL, Ptes. Webb and
Mathews. We hope that they will have an enjoyable stay
with us.
Sgt. Gordon is now back with us after a spell of well
earned leave.
Cpl. Lloyd and John Yates are having quite a long
spell in hospital. We hope that they will soon be back
with us.
We have lost Geoff. Collins, who has gone to wear the
white belt and gaiters of the coppers.
Everybody now
walks'past the guard room very smartly.
" Lion Hearts."

Arrival of Lt.General Sir Hugh Stockwell, K.B.E.,
C.B., D.S.O., and Brig. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C.,
at Sungei Penjuring on lOtK November, 1953.

" H.O." COMPANY
The Company has had quite an eventful month. First
we must record that at long last we have been credited with
one bandit killed on the score board. As the Coy. Cmd.
explained in an embarrassing telephone interview with a
supposed reporter from a local paper both the bandit and his
executioner remain anonymous. And in this connection
there is a noticeable chill in communications between the
Coy. Cmd. and the Signals Officer. Moreover, this month
the Coy. has been taking part in operations in its own right,
helping out the hard pressed Rifle Coys, in patrolling the
Rubber. Patrols were led by Sgt. Cass, Sgt. King and Cpl.
King, and composed of signallers—by no means new to
the game—batmen, mess orderlies and storemen.
The
patrols were uneventful and had little to report except that
the local planters seem to have found some pretty queer
places to plant rubber trees.
Still more on the " G " side.
This month we have
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instituted a shooting competition between departments for
the Charwallah's Cup. We hope to finish the first series by
Christmas. So far, with one or two exceptions, notably
L/Cpl. Webb, of the Pay Office, the standard has not been
very high, and it is early yet to pick the favourites, especially
as Bn. H.Q. and the Drums haven't shown their hand yet.
The Signals Platoon average looks fairly promising.
We were visited for a week during the month by Maj.
Forster, R. Berks., from G.H.Q., with some experimental
sights for the Patchett Gun. A team from H.Q. Coy. was
provided and had a busy time expending large quantities
of ammunition under varying conditions of weather and
light. Pte. (Lightning) Whyler of the Signals won the prize
for the best aggregate and Ptes. Lyng and Grenville shared
that for the greatest improvement during the course. Con
gratulations.
At the time of writing, Christmas, the composition of
the Advance Party, speculations about our probable date
of departure and the possibility of our score reaching the
century before we leave are competing for attention. That
the current strike among the local rubber tappers is not
unconnected with the last mentioned is officially and strenu
ously denied.
With such a preponderance of " G " matters, the reader
may be beginning to wonder whether H.Q. Coy. has aban
doned its normal functions. He will be relieved to hear us
revert to administrative comments—one " A " and two 44 Q.'
We welcome back the Corps of Drums. Where they have
been is reported elsewhere in this issue. The main effects
are a welcome source of manpower—no sooner back than
Drummers found themselves taking up arms and dashing
off on escort duty—and a very soulful rendering of Reveille
to disturb the matutinal repose of the Field Officers'
Quarters. On the "Q" side, we welcome the latest addition
to the transport fleet, the Bn. Paymaster's 44 Theresa," Austin
Seven, vintage '32. Her arrival up the drive to the Officers'
Mess caused no mean sensation. The subalterns of C Coy.
have already worked out a tariff, ten cents per push per ten
yards.
The other 44 Q " matter belongs properly to the M.T.
notes, but our M.T. correspondent will clearly be too modest
to mention it.
It appears that a certain driver put his
44 bastard " (we are not swearing—armoured 3 Tonner to
you) into the ditch. The M.T.O. sent out his Wrecker to
pull it back on to the road. Never was any vehicle more
appropriately named, for the first phase resulted in the
ditched vehicle finishing wheels upwards in the river 20ft.
below the road. Other consequences were the severing of
telephonic communications between Bentong and Sungei
Penjuring, acrimonious exchanges between the Signals
Officer and the Telecommunications Dept. and a distinct
chill in relations between the Signals Pl. and the M.T. Sec.
While we are thankful they live in different camps, we hope
the festive season will restore the customary goodwill
between departments.
Signal Platoon
During the past month the Signal Platoon has not been
engaged on any particularly noteworthy activities.
The
duties have been carried on, the operations catered for,
the S.D.S. delivered and the Signal Officer's morning
coffee and bananas fetched with unvarying efficiency and
regularity. In all these good works we are much encouraged
by a senior staff officer at H.Q. Malaya, who told the
Adjutant that our exchange operators were the most helpful,
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polite and efficient in Malaya. We hope that he did not
pass this comment to the Signal Officer without taking
careful note of it himself.
With all the respect in the
world, and absolutely no innuendo at all, we should like
to draw the attention of certain subscribers to this
unsought testimonial and ask them to refrain from saying
" God help the other regiments."
To the Pay department must go the credit for
discovering a time—3025—which not even Einstein had
previously heard of.
The Orderly Room distinguished
themselves by despatching some packages for the R.A. to
a location inhabited only by two rubber tappers.
The
Adjutant, having been provided with a scout car and a
brand new set, succeeded in making it emit fire
and
brimstone before he reached the Adm camp.
A familiar but unidentified voice was heard on the
?
Control set the other day, requesting a call sign.
It
turned out to be Cpl. Lockwood, operating a 68 set from
Jdhore.
As soon as his identity was established, he
showed a flash of his old self by immediately asking for
leave. Sgt. Stephenson, also true to form, promptly told
him we were too busy. However, the platoon is eagerly
awaiting his and his comrades' return to ease the burden
of our labours.
The platoon is running a badminton competition for
its members.
The platoon commander is, to everyone's
regret, too busy to compete, but many others have engaged
in mortal duels with great gusto, and none with more than
L/Cpl. Towne and Pte. Fleetwood : however, they appear
to think that the object of the game is to propel either
themselves or the racquet, rather than the shuttlecock,
over the net. It appears to be a game no less destructive
to personal dignity than superfluous flesh, as Pte. Dyer can
tell you as well as anyone.
Ptes. Tilley, Sudlow, Holt
and Rosi have been on leave. The activities of the former
pair are shrouded with mystery, but those of the latter
can, we fear, be only too easily imagined.
Pte. Stanley,
after many delays and postponements, has at last gone
home.
Not even in his final moments did he regard
Malaya with anything but the utmost distaste.
Many signallers have remarked on Sgt. Stephenson's
lighthearted mood during the past few weeks. This can
be accounted to the fact that he has wangled a place in
the advance party.
He hopes to leave Malaya at least
a month before the rest of us young soldiers. Optimists
are entertaining visions of finding
Invicta Lines fully
equipped with telephonic communcations. On the subject
of telephones it must be said that our worthy Signal Officer
has acquitted himself nobly. When the first stories came
from the dark and mysterious depths of Rear Link, of
how he manned the exchange for halfanhour, we were
all a little sceptical, and cynics openly scoffed at the idea.
However, the story emerged far too often to be completely
discounted, and on further investigation your correspondent
discovered that the originators of these rumours were fully
justified. Exchange operators tell us that no floaters were
made (did we detect a faint note of regret here ?) although
on one occasion four subscribers found themselves on
the same line ! However, all credit must go to the Signal
Officer, whose courage in doing such a job voluntarily
has been acknowledged by the whole platoon.
Recently observers, mostly inmates of the B.OR. who
have little better to do than observe, have noticed a busy
and sweating band of signallers burrowing deep into the
mountain side, which is our apology for a camping site,
presided over by the eagle eye of L/Cpl. Towne.
These

men have been erecting a tent to house the six new
members of the platoon, who should find themselves on
a feather bed on their arrival.
We feel that they will
repay us by taking over the majority of the duties.
D and Support company detachment report feverish
activity. Operations have taken precedence over everything,
and in that sphere signallers have found themselves
spending three weeks in four living in the unfriendly
jungle. An individual once remarked that the jungle was
neutral; one only has to consult this signal detachment to
find the basic fallacy in this idea.
Despite the length
of time spent on operations, we hear little of signalling
matters; all we hear are enthusiastic accounts of travelling
by helicopter, an experience which appears to eclipse even
the thrills of signalling. Those to have won their wings
are Ptes. Page, Bruggemeyer, Payne and Yerrell. Rumours
that they are volunteering for the S.A.S. have been stoutly
denied by them all. We hear that L/Cpl. Hind and Pte.
Amos have had a fairly restful time as opposed to the
strenuous efforts of their comrades. They hotly deny this
and tell us a familiar story of the rigorous life of a signaller
back in base.
Many a time have they been surprised
reclining on their beds by scout car operators visiting
their camp.
A and B company detachments have been similarly
engaged, and must have been even busier if the fact that
they have sent no Q.O.G. notes can be taken as any guide.
However, individuals have told us stirring tales of life
out in the wilds.
Here we would like to take the
opportunity of congratulating A company on their recent
kill.
As the battalion nears the century every signaller
is eagerly hoping to signal the kill which will mark the
hundred up, and another milestone in the history of the
Regiment.
With the approach of Christmas, various celebrations
are under way, although still in the planning stage, under
the fatherly but bloodshot eye of L/Cpl. O'Gorman. We
hope to enlarge on this theme in our next issue when,
with luck, we should be sufficiently recovered. With this
cheerful note in mind we think it time to close down until
our next call.
M.T. Section
This month finds the M.T. Section still in the Adm
Camp at Bentong, and most people have resigned them
selves to this fate until the Battalion goes home.
Nearly
every day of the week vehicles have been going to Kuala
Lumpur to pick up new tents for the Battalion and drivers
are beginning to wonder when the Q.M. is going to release
some to replace our leaking ones.
At the moment the
betting is strongest for the week before the Battalion
departs so we will just have time to erect them for the
Hampshires.
Cpl. Shoebridge is still running the M.T. at A Coy.,
and getting fatter than ever as a result. He actually went
on a threeday operation with the company, but definitely
found his weight a severe handicap.
Never mind, Cpl.
Shoebridge, for we hear that your efforts were well
rewarded as you caught some very good butterflies. Our
only regret is that we have not got a photo of you dancing
around with your butterfly net.
Cpl. Feist is with B Coy., and most of the time
manages to keep the vehicles off the road. We think there
must be a hoodoo at Sabai as even Captain Crook's private
car appears to be off the road as much as any.
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Cpl. Edwards is still with D and SP Coys, at Sungei
Penjuring, together with nearly half the M.T., and he is
managing to keep most of his vehicles on the road most
of the time.
Last month saw the lowest accident rate for many
months. Only one accident for over 81,000 miles. Well
done chaps !
Keep it up.
Our R.E.M.E. Workshops
Detachment all had rather red faces a few days ago. Pte.
Fooks managed to get his vehicle balanced rather
precariously on the side of a steep drop into a stream,
and decided that the R.E.M.E. Recovery Team were just
the people to put it back on the track.
The Scammell
crew arrived on the scene and straight away managed to
get into the stream and upside down. Two days later they
did manage to get it back on to the track, and as a result
Pte. Fooks has got himself a brand new vehicle in replace
ment. At last Pte. Shaw has got his vehicle into Workshops
for a new engine to be fitted and also to have a complete
overhaul. This is the first time this vehicle has been off the
road for a long time, and it is a very fine effort to have
kept it running for so long, Shaw.
L/Cpl. Boakes has taken over detail N.C.O. from
Cpl. Lambert, who departed in great haste to a rifle
company.
L/Cpl. Parker is now many miles from
Battalion H.Q. with a small detachment in the middle of
nowhere.
Even the M.T.O. has only been there once,
so that proves how far away it is.
We welcome some new faces in the M.T. Section,
namely Ptes. Capp, Phillips, King, Coats, Hickmott,
Griffiths, and we hope their stay will be a long and happy
one. The trainees are getting along very well under the
capable management of Sgt. Thornton.
At present they
have departed on a long training run to Port Dickson and
Morib Beach (any Command Secretary people please take
no notice of that last statement).
Finally we have a very serious thing to tell our readers.
A rival firm has started within the Battalion to carry
personnel within the Battalion area.
Major Wilton, the
Battalion Paymaster, has bought a vehicle known as
44 Theresa Pegaso."
It has no connection with the Spanish
firm of that name though. This vehicle went on its first
long run this morning, a trip to A Coy. carrying Major
Wilton, Lt. Halsall and StaffSgt. Thompson.
There is
some doubt about it getting there, so it is being shadowed
by a scout car from the wellestablished firm.*
This is
known as cooperation at the highest level. Next month
we hope to include a photo of this remarkable car.
On
that note we will leave you as the Editor is tearing out
his hair waiting for these notes.
(* Readers please note that " the dog it was that
died."—Ed.)
Drums
Since our last write up we have had a major change,
i.e., the Drum Major.
We bid a sad farewell to C.S.M.
(Dodo) Watts, who has now handed all his kit (minus his
SD hat) to Drum Major (blow up the flutes) Clark, who
is now to be seen stuffing paper in the exDrum Major's
hat, fixing roller skate wheels on the Drum Major's
ceremonial sword and trying to find a way to shorten the
Mace. Buckets of water and nail files have so far failed.
After moving from K.K.B. to Bentong and successfully
unpacking the Drum Stores, we were given 24 hours' notice
to repack and on the train to Singapore with our blood
brothers of the Band for a month's duty in Selerang

Garrison, where they welcomed us with open arms and a
very nice stay we had too. We started the month off
with rehearsals for the Massed Band and Drums Retreat
with the Bands of the Royal Marines, Royal Air Force and
Singapore Police Band.
Loud moans and groans were
heard from our flute section (more so the first flat players,
Cpl. Chitticks, Drummer Eke and Pte. Unthank) at having
to blow against the amazing odds of one bass drum, two
cymbal players, two tenor drums and 14 side drums, when
they played the march " La Festive." In spite of which
we beat two very successful Retreats on the Singapore
Padang and the Naval Base.
November 17th found the Band and Drums once again
at Nee Soon to play for a R.A.S.C. G.O.C. parade.
Members of the corps were very pleased to see
Lt.Colonel Martyn, Major Spurr, Major Fawcett and
Crook when we beat a Retreat with the Band at G.H.Q.,
Singapore, also our exbass drummer, Cpl. Len Cox, who
gave us the patter of " Well it wasn't bad but not so good
as the old days."
The Corps now boasts five radio stars, Cpl. Chitticks,
Drummer Eke, Pte. Paget and Pte. Redwood and last, but
not least, our bass drummer ' Willy' (Double Tap) Luck.
The recording was Regimental traditional music and the
part the Corps played was the Dinner Tattoo.
As we
come to the end of our monthly report till next we sign
off with a Double Tap.
Brop Pop.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Since our last correspondence the Battalion has been
ruthlessly uprooted from Quala Kubu and 4 resettled' in
the depths of Pahang.
The Mess is situated at B.H.Q. Bentong, where also
is C Coy.
Members in other Coys, are not so fortunate
and can only visit the Mess on rare occasions. Accommoda
tion is very poor here. Our Mess is small and most of the
members are living in tents of ancient vintage.
But
nobody minds, the boat is almost on the horizon, and
preparations already under way for 4 bugging out.'
Social life is very limited, but friendly relations have
been established with a few of the local Europeans. An
informal social evening is held every Saturday evening and
these have proved most popular.
This month we have said 4 Goodbye' to C.S.M.
Ginger Armstrong, who is now R.S.M. of a Malay Unit
in Kuala Lumpur, and to C.S.M. Sammy Selmes, who is
now a 4 Screw' at the M.C.E. Kinrara.
We are indeed
sorry to lose two such staunch and cheerful members and
wish them success in their new appointments.
Back in
the fold we welcome C.S.M. Bolo lones from H.Q. 18
Inf. Bde., who looks very fit and rotund.
Those members fortunate enough to have their
families in Kuala Lumpur are still able to get home tor
a few days each month and a regular percentage of other
members go off on leave to Singapore or Penang.
Christmas this year looks like being a quiet one; and
next month it is hoped to recount in detail the 4 doings'
of the Mess on this great day.
In the meantime silent
preparations go ahead for our return home : credits and
leave are being estimated, boxes painted and our future
cushy station in Germany much debated (authority in
High Places please note !).
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4/5th BATTALION
BATTALION H.O.
7ITH
the approach of Christmas,
1
military activities, not unnaturally,
tend to take a temporary 44 back seat"—
but that 44 back seat" will be short lived,
as early on in the New Year we start off
on a fairly extensive programme — more
so for some than for others!
On Saturday, December 19th, the
Officers are holding their Christmas
Cocktail Party, at which — fog permitting — it is hoped
about 80 to 90 will be present. (Editor.—If it's like it is
now—1200 hrs., 18th December—we shall be lucky if we
get anyone other than 44 Old Poffley "—the Caretaker! !)
The Football Club has played only two games since
last reporting, one of which we drew in a jolly tight match
with Tonbridge Sports and Social Club, and the other we
lost to Hildenborough, the league leaders, 6—1. The less
said about the latter the better.
The League Table in so far as it concerns us is as
follows: —
P. W. L. D. For Agst. Pts.
4/5 R.W.K
7
1 5 1
22
43
3
The Club held its second whist drive in the Drill Hall,
Avebury Avenue, on 14th December, at which we had 25
tables, made up of members, their families and friends.
Had it not rained we were assured of another five tables.
As it was, 100 people playing and some members helping
made quite a nice houseful.
We have heard that our whist drives are now reputed
to be the best in the town. This at least makes up for
our playing abilities elsewhere! ! !
We are now looking forward to the New Year, when
we hope to do a little better in the second half of the
season. We at least hope to keep off the bottom of the
table.
At this point we would like to wish all soccer fans
a merry Christmas and a sporting New Year.
K.G.P.

W

" A " COMPANY
On the weekends of 6th and 13th December, two
squads of National Servicemen were called in for a brush
ing up of their L.M.G. training. This 44 sameday service "
tackled three aspects, the C.S.M., Sgt. Hughes, and Sgt.
Smith handling one each. A section of the Coy. Signallers
were ably instructed on R.T. procedure by visiting Sgts.
Mew and Brough. Attempts of the Paying Officer to
relieve the change shortage by the issue of Rugby Club
draw tickets were properly frustrated!
Those of the Coy. attending the Staff Party kindly
held by A Coy., 303 Bn., W.R.A.C. (T.A.), found it a
hilarious evening. Mr. Watson's latent powers as a ven
triloquist became evident during the evening, and a surpris
ing amount of talent within the Coy. developed for knobbly
knees.
A Children's Party will be held at Maidstone T.A.
Centre on 23rd lanuary, 1954, at 4 p.m., and it is hoped

W H O S A Y S THAT

HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

that all children over four and under 14 years of members
of A Coy. will attend. Although his timing is somewhat
late, Father Christmas will be there with a present for
each child. 44 Merry Christmas! " from A Coy.
44 AbleAble."
"C"

COMPANY

The festive season of Christmas is now upon us once
more and we wish to take this opportunity of wishing all
members of the 1st and 4/5th Bns. a joyful time and a
prosperous New Year. The main news from the Coy.
this month is that our worthy 2nd i/c, Capt. Pennells, is
now the proud possessor of a son weighing 8^ pounds!
To him and his wife we offer our hearty congratulations,
and might add in passing that young Pennells has already
been 44 signed on " by the local rugger club.
On Sunday, 8th November, there was a good turnout
for the Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial
on the Vine, headed by the Coy. Commander. Whilst
we are pursuing the winter training programme, we are
also practising hard for the .22 Competition Shoot, and
we hope to give a good account of ourselves.
The
surrounds to our Drill Hall have been much improved
recently with the laying of new paths. It is to be noted
that Mr. Rodgers maintains a constant patrol every Tues
day and Thursday evening to prevent the fleet of motor
C3'7clists from standing their machines on the new surface.
One of our Officers now approaches the Drill Hall in
fear and trepidation, having already made at least six holes
with his m/c.!
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The winter programme has stressed the need for us
to improve our inquisitiveness, and we feel that this inci
dent is worthy of recording, although some of our readers
may have already noticed it in the " Kent Messenger.'
It has been noticed that in August, 1914, when the 1st Bn.
sailed, they had in command Lt.Col. A. Martyn and
Maj. P. M. Buckle as his 2nd i/c.
Now, when the
1st Bn. sailed for Malaya, they had in command Lt.Col.
A. Martyn, with Maj. P. C. M. Buckle as his 2nd i/c.
We doubt whether any other regiment can boast such a
coincidence.
We are very pleased to hear that the Home Guard
are to use our Drill Hall on Thursday nights, and we hope
that what knowledge we cannot impart to them, they will
be able to impart to us. Our condolences to Sgt. Rump,
whose car was hit for six when he left it parked in East
bourne recently — we trust that he is fully covered by
insurance.

HEADQUARTERS

COMPANY

A very successful Coy. Dinner was held last month,
which was well attended by members of the Coy. and their
friends. Our guests included the 2nd i/c, the Adjutant,
Quartermaster and the R.S.M., and their respective wives.
Sgt.Maj. Holdsworth and his wife were at the door
to greet everyone. This is regrettably their last appearance
at one of our functions before they leave us, and the
Army, for civilian life.
Sgt. Brough organised a very good threecourse dinner,
which was washed down with a very suitable liquor. After
our feasting we danced and were entertained by a very
charming lady (who delighted us with her singing), and
by the backbone of our Coy.—Sgt. Coulstock.
The Commanding Officer called in later in the evening
to see if we were enjoying ourselves without breaking up
Avebury Avenue in the process!
It was agreed by one and all that it was a most enjoy
able evening, and our thanks must be extended to all our
members who helped to make it so successful.
The Intelligence Section are having to work very hard
under Sgt. Constable to produce a largescale reproduction
of an Ordnance Survey Map of " somewhere in England "
for future exercises by Brigade.
Our primary training is being brushed up at the
moment, as we have had little opportunity before of learn
ing proper soldiering as well as specialist training. For
the next few months we will be going back into the delicate
mechanism of our dear old friends the Bren gun and the
.303 rifle.
We take this opportunity of wishing C.S.M. Holds
worth and his family every good wish in their future life
in their new country, and we thank him for all he has
done for the Coy. in the past, and hope he will keep in
touch with us.
We also wish every member of the Bn. and all
members of the Regiment a very happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.
Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/ per annum, post free:
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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REG/MENTAL
DEPOT

W

E start off by wishing all our readers a very happy
New Year.
The first event of real importance this month was a
36hour exercise held in very cold weather in the area
of Beechborough, near Shorncliffe. The recruits acquitted
themselves well, though a Pl. under Mr. Maw which had
selected a defensive position on one of the most bleak
and windswept hills in Kent nearly froze, in spite of the
efforts of other Pis. under Capt. Fletcher and Mr. Norton
which tried to chivvy them all night.
Punnicar Squad, under Sgt. Dawson, held their
passingout " At Home" on 23rd December, and His
Worship the Mayor of Maidstone and members of the
Town Council were present. The Mayor presented shoot
ing medals to Ptes. Mayhew, Rossiter and Farnfield.
Punniar Squad consisted of 10 Regulars, 3 National
Servicemen (infantry), and 4 National Servicemen R.A.E.C.
At the Depot, at the moment, we have " Peninsular "
PL, consisting of 17 Regulars, now being joined by the
, 10 Regulars from Punniar PL This Pl. is doing advanced
training and is remaining here until the arrival of the Bn.
from Malaya. Then we have Ferozeshah Pl. in its third
week of training, 35 strong, and 15 are already Regulars.
On the 4th February we again receive large intakes, round
about 70 strong. The staff working Feroyeshah Pl. con
sists of Mr. Maw, Sgt. Bradshaw, Cpl. lolly, L/Cpl. Kemp
and L/Cpl. Clark, M.M.
The Sgts. in Training Coy. at the moment are Sgts.
Knight, lohnstone, Bradshaw, Dawson, and Tidy. The
latter is on a month's course at Canterbury and will join
us in late lanuary.
The Mayor and Corporation enjoyed their visit to the
Depot, and the programme was, briefly: Address by
Commanding Officer—shown demonstrations of drill and
P.T. — tour of Barracks — visit to Museum — talk with
recruits from Maidstone—entertained in Officers' Mess.
This month we were visited by Maj.Gen. T. Y.
Whitfield, C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., Director of Recruiting;
Brigadier T. M. Sinclair, D.S.O., the new A/Q., Eastern
Command; and Maj. Bob Thomas with his newlymarried
wife.
Lt.Col. Davys, a lecturer at Cambridge University,
came down early in the month and gave the Officers,
W.O.s and N.C.O.s a most lucid and interesting talk on
India and Pakistan, which was very much enjoyed by all.
We hope to get him down again in the near future.
On 5th December the Kent County Army Cadet Force
boxing championships were held in the New Gymnasium,
and the 4th A.C.F. Bn., The Queen's Own, were runnersup
to the Kent Royal Engineers.
The Depot smallbore shooting team is practising hard
with a view to shooting in the nonCentral A.R.A. match,
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the InterRegimental Depot Shoot, on 15th January. We
find it difficult to produce a team of eight, all capable of
getting 90 out of 100. Capt. Fletcher and R.S.M. Hayley
are regarded as safe for this, but we have too long a tail.
As usual, the fortnight leading up to Christmas was
packed with social functions, which started with the
Sappers' Christmas Ball at Chatham and ended with the
Christmas Draw and Dance in the Gymnasium.
The
annual Children's Party was most successful, thanks largely,
to the efforts of R.S.M. and Mrs. Hayley. Sgt. Dawson
was a most effective Father Christmas, and the tea was
quite excellent.
The next event was a Christmas .22 shooting match,
eight aside, between the Officers and Sgts., won by the
Sgts. by a fairly narrow margin, but the Officers made
amends later by defeating the very experienced Sgts.' Mess
" tippett" team.
The Christmas draw and dance was again well
attended, and the C.O. won a fat goose which had been
grazing on the tennis court for some weeks beforehand.
Little harm was done to the court!—and we have at last
been promised a hard court which will be ready for play
this year. It is being constructed on the site of the old
Sgts.' Mess court and is being laid by a firstclass firm.
The Depot departed on leave after duty on Christmas
Eve. A small maintenance party was left behind and they
had an excellent lunch in the dining room of the Sgts.'
Mess on Christmas Day. Cpl. Kendall, A.C.C., is to be
congratulated on the very good meal he produced. The
C.O. and Maj. Pond attended dinners, and the C.O. read
out a telegram of good wishes he had received from
H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent.
All Saints' Church, as usual, looked very beautiful
over Christmas, and the choir, due largely to the personal
efforts of Canon Sampson, were delightful to listen to.
All Saints', mentioned in the Doomsday Book, though not
under that name, has for years been closely connected with
the Regiment. The Screen was presented by the Regiment
in memory of those lost on the NorthWest Frontier of
India, numerous old Colours of the Regiment hang in the
church, and there are also memorials to members of the
Regiment who gave their lives in the last two wars.
There was a time when dogs were allowed in the

church, and those misbehaving were removed by the official
dogwhipper, or " knocknobbier," as he was called, by
means of dogtongs. Later, when dogs were forbidden,
the fines for bringing them into the church were 4d. for
a mastiff and 2d. for a greyhound or a smaller dog.
As we go to press, we have heard that Maj. C. H.
Keenlyside has been given command of the 4/5 Bn., The
Queen's Own, when Lt.Col. L. W. F. Jackson finishes his
command in the spring. All ranks at the Depot offer him
their sincere congratulations.
We record with satisfaction that during the last three
months sixty Regulars joined the Regiment.

SERGEANTS'

MESS

December has proved to be a very full and enjoyable
month socially for all Mess members. It began with a very
quiet party on the departure of " Pedlar " Palmer to Nigeria,
West Africa, whence he flitted on 5th December. We are
glad to have had news of his arrival and allocation of a
mud hut and that he is enjoying the new life—duly received
via jungle drums. Nevertheless, we should have liked him
to have been with us to enjoy the fun and excellent repast
and Christmas and New Year festivities. From reports, it
would appear that somehow " Pedlar " had two very jolly
" Going away " parties. The first began at the hostelry
known as the " Hare and Hounds," with " Woodbine"
cocktail, then the party repaired to the Mess and made
supplications to the caterer (" Gipsey " Daniels) for " one
for the road " for one of the party, no name? Supplication
having been received in the correct manner, the person
concerned was " on the road " which led only to the traffic
lights at the top of High Street, which happened to turn
" Red " and stopped him before he was lost in the maze of
streets at the bottom of Gabriel's Hill. The second party
was a much more sober affair, nearer the actual day, when
" Pedlar " was beginning to wonder how the pilot would
negotiate the landing strip at Gib.—but he need have had
no fears, for the route was via The George Cross island.
We all sincerely hope " Pedlar " will enjoy his service in
West Africa and, maybe, in due course we shall receive a
contriubtion for the " Buster "—The Regimental Day of

Kent Messenger Photograph

Visit of the Mayor and Corporation of Maidstone to the Depot.
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The Nigeria Regt. would be very appropriate, it being the
17th for Olde Oireland?
On 16th December the Sgts.' Mess, as is the usual
custom, played a major role in the organization of the
Regimental Depot Children's Christmas party, which was a
resounding success. Sgt. Dawson was reincarnated in the
form of a real Santa Claus for the distributing of presents
to all, and later he kept them all entertained in rousing carol
singing, which he led ably on the piano. The tea was
provided by the Sgts.' Mess and was excellent. Ice cream
—lashings of it—was very popular.
The following evening was the small bore shooting
match, to which Officers had ill advisedly challenged us.
Needless to say, in spite of the Adjutant's forecast, we
" whacked 'em " easily, and without the use of optical aids,
or assistance afforded by firing on the wrong targets! ! !
The R.S.M. referred to the match as " A comfortable win."
Following the match, we were invited by the vanquished to
their Mess for "beer and bangers." Indoor football was
introduced and the R.S.M. and O.R.Q.M.S. managed to
beat the C.O. and Adjt. by three goals to one. " Tipit"
was also played, but the redoubtable champs were not up to
their usual form. The Officers were greatly bucked by their
victory, although one of our members was heard furtively
to whisper as we were coming away, "They did it by
mirrors "?
Early in the month, Sgt. Bradshaw, as chief buyer for
the Mess, managed to get to Maidstone Market one
Tuesday morning to purchase geese and chicken for the
Sgts.' Mess Christmas draw. The necessary preparations
had been put in hand and a portable pen constructed for
removal of the fowl from the market to the Barracks. It
was planned that when the necessary purchases had been
made, Sgt. Bradshaw would phone the barracks to bring
transport and pen. Everything went according to plan, and
Sgt. Lockyear duly received the message and promptly
reported to Sgt. Bradshaw at the market with the necessary
transport and carrying the " fountain pen " (Sgt. Bradshaw
was pleased)! ! !
Yet once again the Grand Christmas Draw and Dance
held on the 22nd December was a terrific success, and a
really good time was had by all. We were indeed pleased
to see a goodly gathering from 1st Bn. The Queen's Royal
Regiment with us on that evening, and duly noted that
the Drum Major's name was called several times as with
others from Invicta Lines for the various prizes. In all
there were just over one hundred useful and varied presents.
1 must mention here our grateful thanks to Mrs. Hayley,
who has worked extremely hard both in obtaining the
presents for the Children's Party and our Christmas Draw.
We do hope she has not overdone it, and that she will have
a Happy New Year. " Alfie " was also in great form until
some " Cad" removed the mistletoe. They say it was
removed as it shrivelled up and went purple!
The evening of the 23rd December, 17 members, with
the R.S.M. at head of the table, sat down to the Mess
Christmas dinner. We were pleased to have Sgt. Colling
wood with us, but Sgt. Tarpley's seat was empty, as he was
on leave, and it was so near Christmas this was understand
able.
After seeing the plates back to the kitchen, the
Caterer declared, 44 they won't want washing," so it is
presumed the meal was a success, which indeed it was. The
R.S.M. suggested that one side of the table challenge the

23

other to indoor games, etc., for the rest of the evening.
Actual sides and results were not recorded, but it should
be noted for future reference that one C.S.M. has definitely
perfected the job of three darts application with the right
hand, thereby expounding his theory of the "normal group"
(don't talk shop). By midnight there was a very select few
playing 44 Tipit" (practice only) and emptying their glasses.
During the game a certain C.S.M., in his reminiscence of
days in Palestine, did say that in those days they had a habit
of 44 Stripping " by the end of a game of 44 Tippit"—must
have been a rough game those days.
At last, all passes having been duly completed, initialled
by about halfadozen (heads of dept., etc.) and signed by
the appropriate authority, members gradually drifted away
on well earned Christmas leave. Some seem to have tagged
on a reasonable period of 44 privilege " leave as well. At
last, Father Time caught up and several members and their
friends saw the old year out where some of us had only
seen it half come in, but to all Past and Present members
of the Mess we wish very good luck and best wishes for
1954.
Every available space has been taken up in the ante
room to display Christmas and New Year greetings received
from all parts of the Commonwealth. We were particularly
pleased to receive greetings from the relatives of the late
Sgt. Coleman, V.C. (winner of the first V.C. awarded to the
Regiment—Sevastopol (Crimea), 30th August, 1855), and
also from Sgt. Moore, of The Carleton and York Regiment,
who visited us during the Coronation celebrations in June,
1953.
George Carter was also with us from 15th to 23rd
December, 1953, and finished off his work in connection
with our Christmas Draw. We do hope he enjoyed his
short stay and enjoyed himself. News has been received
'that R.S.M. Morris, M.B.E., will shortly be joining us
from the Parachute Regiment and, much to his surprise, we
shall be able to find a job for him to do whilst held as a
44 Holdee " here. News has also been received that the 1st
Bn. Advance Party will be embarking on H.T. Dunera on
20th January, and should arrive in U.K. on 16th February,
1954. It is expected they will have a spot of leave before
really starting work here.
Our forthcoming events are a visit to Bertram Mills'
circus at Olympia. An invitation to the Regimental Depot
Corporals' Dance (their first effort) on 22nd January. We
also plan to visit the Maidstone Branch The Old Contemp
tibles' Association on 29th January for a social and games
evening.
As we go to press, Sgt. Mansfield is packing his tropical
kit for Malaya, where he proceeds with 1st Bn. The Queen's,
and Sgt. Knight is beginning to find out how much leave
he can get before emplaning for East Africa for a tour of
duty.
So with best wishes to all for 1954.
44 McCartney."

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The O.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neoes
sary arrangements.
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PASTc PRESENT

L ASSOCIATION
Ex-"

B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

NE HUNDRED AND FIFTYONE (yet another
O
record) sat down for our Eighth Annual Reunion
Dinner and Dance on November the 28th last, and, it

seemed, 151 people remarked that it was better even than
last year. Even the weather this year was on our side.
However, from your reporter's point of view, there was
little more of note different from previous years. As usual,
he finds great difficulty in reporting on this incomparable
" do " of ours without repeating what he has said before.
Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D., again did us the
honour of joining us, as also did Lt.Col. G. Defrates,
D.S.O., M.C., from the 6th Bn., whilst we were extremely
pleased to see, looking remarkably well, Mrs. Young.
To go in detail through the list of people present is,
in our opinion, as boring as sitting through a long line of
afterdinner speakers, so, as our afterdinner speakers were
but two, and both of these extremely short, but to the point,
we will not bore our readers with such a repetition.
Suffice to say that B Coy. was on parade with a
vengeance, that we had our usual excellent dinner, and
afterwards indulged in shaking a leg to one of the best
bands in South London.
Small point of difference—in addition to the turkey
and Christmas pudd. we also had Christmas crackers, and
in order to give our visitors no excuse whatever for not
noting next year's date (November 13th), we also provided
a small diary apiece.
Names we should mention, of course, are those of
our prizewinners. The Major Winston Trophy was won
by Bert Acott, with Alf Perrotton runnerup and Alf Smith
and Jimmy Mott walking off with the subsidiaries between
them. The Snows' Tankard—awarded to our most con
sistent supporter—went to Fred Lawrence with " Pat" and
Harry Lake as runnersup. Our Chrysanthemum—for still
another year—was Mr. F. C. Johnson, our hon. treasurer,
and Harry Lake and Bill Dennis were worthy second and
third.
There is nothing further that can really be said—those
that were there know that this is a very inadequate report,
and those that weren't there are punished enough by their
unfortunate absence. Roll on the next!
To change the subject, we are very pleased to be able
to report that we shall again be meeting at the Drill Hall in
Parish Lane, commencing on the first Saturday in January.
Our " differences " such as they were^have been resolved,
and if all goes according to plan, we should be happier and
more comfortable back at our old home from home than
ever before.
No more for now. Here's wishing a Happy New Year
to all the Queen's Own.
^
" Nightingale."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
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Y the time this correspondence appears in print,
Christmas will be over, pockets will be lighter, pills
and powders will have been swallowed by the ton, but the
spirit of Christmas will linger on, and we at Catford wish
to commiserate with those of you who are still suffering
from hangovers, pains in the tummy and what have you,
but at the same time wishing all Past and Present members
of the Regiment a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
We sincerely hope, too, that our many branches will
ip.crease their present strength and those of you who read
this correspondence and are not already members of the
Past and Present Association make it your New Year
resolution to go along and join your local branch as soon
as possible.
Our meeting night on Friday, December 11th, was
indeed a gala night, the usual meeting was dispensed with
and the evening given over to a real social gathering.
Refreshments were on the branch, a very successful raffle
was held, and the general verdict was " A most enjoyable
session. Alf Smith and Alec Cameron did great work on
the piano, and the singing was terrific. Congratulations
to our Entertainments Committee, who excelled themselves
in making the evening such a success, and no small thanks
were due to our lady members, Mrs. Hale, Mrs. Lake, Mrs.
Fielder and Mrs. Mott (our Daisy), whose generosity in
supplying the most essential commodity and whose hard
work and feminine touch made the " eats " a sight for sore
eyes.
Thank you, ladies. Your noble efforts were much
appreciated by us all.
Many of the raffle prizes were
presented by branch members, and to the donors we say
thank you for your very kind and welcome gifts.
A most important pare of the evening's proceedings
was the presentation of a tankard and an address to our old
Honorary Secretary and friend, Mr. Stan Knight, in appre
ciation of his excellent services to the branch.
The presentation was made by Capt. Maltby, late 11th
(Lewisham) Bn. and a vicepresident of the branch.
Capt. Maltby, in his very fine presentation speech, said
that he had known Stan for many years, and it was a great
pleasure for him to have the honour of making the presen
tation to one who had worked and would continue to work
so hard in the interests of the Past and Present Association
and those of his old comrades
Stan, in his reply, which was all too brief, but very
much to the point, thanked all members for their appre
ciation of his past services, and assured us all that he would
always have the interests of not only the branch, but the
Past and Present Association as a whole. At heart, and
knowing Stan as we do, we know that his word is his bond.
A letter was received from our President, Brigadier
H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D., expressing his regrets at being
unable to attend the presentation. We know that he would
have made the trip had he been able.
Christmas cards from all ranks 1st Bn., and from the
members of the London Branch, were received with
appreciation.
Among those present was Mrs. Bill James, who was
able to give us the latest news of her husband, who, we are
pleased to report, is getting along very nicely now. Did
you enjoy the evening, Mrs. Bill?
It was with deep regret that we learned that Mrs.
Fielder, a very staunch and active lady member (the wife
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of our Secretary, Bob Fielder) was in hospital, and we all
wish her a speedy recovery and sincerely hope to see her
back with us in the very near future. Chin up, Mrs. Bob,
the branch join me in wishing you all the very best for a
Bright and Happy New Year.
" Esjtee."

CHATHAM BRANCH
UR monthly meeting was held on December 7th.
O
Among those present were: Maj. H. M. Smith (hon.
secretary), Butch Smith (standard bearer), Alf. Tapp, M.C.,

Joe Wright (treasurer and regimental representative at
Headquarters).
A minute's silence was observed in
memory of Bill Pollard (Tunbridge Wells) and Bert
Slackford (Chatham). Bert Slackford died at the age of 63,
and had served in the 1st and 2nd Bns. Mr. Wilkins, mine
host of the Hare and Hounds, Rochester, informed Maid
stone of our old comrade's death, and the Depot sent a
wreath and a Union Jack to cover his coffin. The branch
sent a wreath and was represented at the funeral by Mr.
Hill. Our chairman, Mr. C. J. Williams, said he was pleased
to see George Anchors and Joe Wright present, and hoped
they would soon be restored to normal health. The branch
received Christmas greeting cards from Lt.Col. Fyler, C.O.
1st Bn. and George Lyons, now living in London.
Joe
Wright received a letter from Frank Sutton, now in Canada,
who sent his best wishes to the old mob at the Drill Hall.
Our attention was drawn to the London branch notes in the
November issue (Buster), who spoke of members going back
to 1896 for service in the Regiment. I was asked to state
that Alf Tapp, M.C., joined The " Queen's Own" in 1889,
and Ike Williams in 1890. Alf and I would like to hear
from our old comrades of those faroff days. Alf lives at
7, Balfour Road, Rochester, Kent, and myself at 59, Arden
Street, Gillingham, Kent. Your humble servant won the
booby prize, a container of shaving soap. An invitation
was extended by our old comrade, Mr. Paice, to members
of the branch who wished to attend the Home Guard Social
Club, Barrier Road, Chatham. Charlie Williams, our
chairman, recently won the guinea prize of the " Evening
Standard " Cockney war stories. Our branch extend their
wishes for a Happy New Year to all Past and Present
members of the Regiment. I would like to supplement
these special New Year greetings to the two oldest officers
of the Regiment. Brig.Gen. Rodney Styles, and Col.
WoulfeFlanagan. Our next meeting will be on January
4th.
Mike Braden had not long been a member of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary when the Inspector said, " Braden, you
aie a fine strapping fellow. I have a job for you. Come
with me." Outside Malone's beerhouse, the Inspector said,
"See that desperate character in there with a jug of beer— go
in and arrest him." Braden, " I don't like the look of him,
Sor." Inspector, " But surely, Braden, you want to be a
sergeant?" Braden, "Yes, Sor, I want to be a sergeant,
but I don't want to be an angel."
Ike Williams.
Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.

LONDON BRANCH
UR meeting, held on the 27th November, was again a
O
winner, no fewer than 54 members and eight ladies
turning up—a great tonic for our Chairman, Len Remfry,
and the Committee. I remember writing in the autumn of
last year that we hoped that the numbers attending would
not drop.
This year they appear to have increased.
I
know we have not had such an attendance for November
in the past three years, and as the numbers at the old
" Spreadeagle " were always—as far as I have been given to
understand—below thirty, I am probably correct.
Our officer attendance consisted of Cols. Clay and
Pulverman, Ltj.Col. Durtnell, LtCol. Mines, with our
Cadet Officer, Lt.Col. Pink and Major Sandays again with
us.
George Hooker caused a chuckle when he marched in
wearing a uniform fore and aft cap of a Scottish Unit,
minus badge, looking like Will Fyffe. Dick Bayliss escorted
him. George Stow was again among us, Tom Lawson and
Gunboat Parry. All our committee were present and the
usual old guard. I saw that Messrs. Maslin and Jepson
were sporting cigars and wondered whether they had
mistaken the month! Dick Blackham was there, Florrie
Ford, who had a long talk to Gus Carey, exD. (M.G.) way
back, same Pl., Pat Burke, Ted Tickner, Jack Teare again—
our old brigade—this time less Mr. Edwards, Alf
Beauchamp, Messrs. O'Leary, Marchant, Merritt Bros.,
Davies—all were present, among a host of others. I will
give full attendance roll next month.
Notable absentees—" The Cardinal" and Trefor
Thomas—both probably too busy to attend. We under
stand this well, and always know we shall see them at a
later date. In passing, I must thank George Newman for
the relief work of last month's Buster, and I know that if I
have to give it up, George will always step in for the branch.
Three photos were received for our Album, which is
now beginning to be noticed; one from Mr. Fenwick, whom
most of us remember as Boy Fenwick, one from Lt.Col.
Durtnell, which shows that officer, together with his trainer,
when preparing to eventually win the Officers' Light Weight
Championship of India. Lt.Col. Durtnall nickname
" Pug " is no misnomer—he was a real boxer, with a terrific
straight left, which he knew how to use, and a very useful
right cross which I, as his trainer, took on one occasion,
and found the floor very quick to receive me. He was a
lightweight, but never hesitated to give weight away in
accepting fights with other officers or during training, with
men like Chris Lumley, men who did not pull their punches
either. The 1st Bn. was very proud of its AllIndia winner
and two runnersup that year: the Officers' Light Weight
winner, O.Rs. Welters, Johnny Gammell and R.S.M. Heath,
Light Heavy. I have a picture of them in my own album.
Wonder why Johnny Gammell doesn't come to our
meetings?
The third was from W. P. Clarke, and I feel sure this is
only the beginning.
Mr. Marchant, our timberlegged
warrior, has given me a picture which I hope to reproduce
for the Buster at a later date, together with a brief record
of his service.
The meeting commenced with a welcome to two ladies
who had never previously attended and whom we were
pleased to see. Mrs. R. C. Mines and Mrs. Germain, both
very well known to our families in India.
They were
escorted by Lt.Col. Ron Mines (with us again) and one
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whom we have tried many times to rope in as a member—
Capt. C. Carey, now civilian officer at a camp near Seven
oaks. He looked very well, still neither drinks or smokes,
and still asking friends to have him round for tea! We
who know him well are well aware of his liking for buttered
toast and cakes; that suits Gus (as he is affectionately nick
named) so well. We hope he will attend future meetings.
Then Len Remfry gave the usual introductions to, and
we welcomed, three new members—two present, one by
mail. One, Gus Carey, I have mentioned. The second
was exPte. Mitchell, of " A" Coy., whom I recognised,
but couldn't place his name. We had quite a chat later.
The third was a great friend of mine, and I hope he keeps
his promise to try and attend, exSgt. Jerry Page, whom I
had better say very speedily was the Jerry Page, exM.G.
Pl., H.Q. Coy., super as a tugofwar trainer. All M.G.
wallahs knew him later as Bn. wicketkeeper, and for a short
while, Oh Jerry! Bn. soccer goalkeeper—invalided out aftet
Dunkirk—a great scout, despite his quiet demeanour. I
hope he, Kathleen, and the two daughters are well. The
London Branch wish you all well, and we do have our
wives along with us, too, Jerry. Bring Kath., you'll be
home by 11 p.m. if you so desire. This is not the usual
excuse for a drinking bout, but a genuine invitation to meet
old comrades and friends.
There was very little in the minutes and accounts, but
we sadly regret Mr. Keeler's loss of his wife, about whom
I have written many times. Their great keenness in coming
month after month during all weathers, all the way from
Strood, was a great example to all of us, and we extend
our deepest sympathy to Mr. Keeler. We stood in silence
in her honour. Our Chairman had sent a wreath from the
branch. A letter from Mr. Keeler expressed thanks and
that our sympathy had helped sustain him in his loss. Our
secretary read a letter from Bob Sivers and we were pleased
to know that two more of the 1st Bn. had become life
members, C/Sgt. Barton and Sgt. Brown. We look forward
to these two N.C.O.s visiting us on their return to U.K.
very soon. Membership cards have been sent to them.
A letter from Maj. Boyle was read to us by Len
Remfry, and this caused quite a stir of amusement. We
were pleased to hear of the recovery to health of this
member, who was a stalwart of the old " Spreadeagle "
days, i.e., the " pub." in Pimlico, where our branch used to
hold its meetings before we found the " Cranbourne."
There is little doubt that our present attendance would
have been too much for the old pub., but we must not forget
that it was a place to meet and had its uses. Maj. Boyle,
a T.A. officer and a Brewery rep., was a keen supporter in
those days, but we haven't seen him for three years, and his
new house with its five bedrooms amused one or two of the
local lads. I heard one wag say, " He must need several
bathrooms in that case—must have some place to put the
soap!" We hope that the new house will not prevent an
occasional trip to London to see us.
Our present strength is now 207 and we do see most of
these members during the year. When Len Remfry weeded
out the non visitors, our real strength came down with a
bump, as I explained some months ago, but we are gradually
coming along again; every month brings new members.
Alf Toms, who was again present with Bunny Hare, tells me
he'd like Mr. H. Russell—exNo. 6001 and who was a
C.S.M.—to meet Bunny Hare and himself on Reunion Day
1954 for a photograph. They are the only three remaining
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of twelve of them who enlisted on the same day. So, Mr.
Russell, come forward, or will Maidstone get this arranged?
We shall expect Alf Waterman to sort this one out. Our
men will be available on the day. Lt.Col. Mines, who was
a boy when Bunny Hare was R.Q.M.S. in Solingen in
B.O.R., 1920, had quite a conversation, and Bunny was a
bit shocked to hear that I was in C.S.M. Godden's Coy. at
that time also. We all go back at bit! !
Our next meeting is on the 18th December, and the
usual raffle will be held.
We have two prizes already
subscribed. In order to conform with usual practice, I will
not disclose the names of the donors, but thank them very
heartily on behalf of the branch for their kindness.
Christmas Greetings will be and have been sent to all our
usual members and to those whom the members wished.
Certain greetings are not our pigeon, but we have the whole
P. and P. Association behind those that go from all of us,
whoever sends them.
We shall in any case stand for a
greeting to all our branches and members everywhere, and
trust that the New Year will bring us Peace in full and
Prosperity.
" The Spider."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH
sincerely thank all those who kindly sent the
WEbranch
their seasonal Greetings and reciprocate with

our Best Wishes to all members, both Past and Present, of
The Queen's Own for a Happy 1954.
As is usual, our activities are rather less during the
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Yuletide period to allow members to prepare for their own
family Christmas parties, etc. Nevertheless, on 8th
December, we fielded our strongest team at the ExServices
Club (Indoor Games) versus our very keen opponents The
Royal Naval Association (Maidstone Branch). This was a
very close affair and we managed to come away with equal
points.
Mention must be made also of our successful
shooting match on 30th November, when we managed to
beat the Royal Artillery Association (MidKent Branch)
and The Old Contemptibles (The Old and Bold) by
respectable margins.
R.S.M. Hayley was in great form
and secured a total of 95 points on this evening. This is
the highest score obtained since the inception of the com
petition some three years ago.
Our opponents are also
greatly improved over their previous performances, and it
looks as if the " poultice walloppers " (R.A.M.C.) will again
win the competition.

Tel.: REGENT 5915.
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34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

It is most unfortunate that we should have handicapped
ourselves in the tennis matches way back in the summer by
playing the R.A.F. Association (Maidstone Branch), which
match we lost. They failed to turn out against any other
team in the competition and the teams can therefore claim
winning points. This lets the R.A.S.C. in to win the com
petition—not very satisfactory.

Specially Appointed to The

We were indeed pleased to receive a letter from Capt.
A. E. Sivers, M.M., Quartermaster of the 1st Bn., intro
ducing a new member to our Association. We shall be
glad to see him when the Bn. arrives home in March.
Maidstone will be all set for the Battalion's arrival, and
action is being taken now for a march through the borough
of which all members of The Queen's Own are Honorary
Freemen.

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

Many members again attended the Regimental Depot
Christmas Draw and Dance, which was again up to its
usual high standard. Our chairman managed to win an
electric table lamp and cruet stand, and Bill Hastie got some
biscuits. I believe members of the branch were generally
satisfied with the outcome. The evening was rounded off
by some rousing dance tunes.
We have an important date with the Royal Naval
Association on Friday, 5th February, when they will be
coming to have a very friendly games evening with us.
Should be quite a good evening, and we do hope we shall
be able to give them a good evening's entertainment.

Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

<y
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NOTED

FARMER & BROWN ALES

By the time these notes are issued we shall have had
our Annual General Meeting, which is to take place on
Friday, 15th January, 1954. There may be some changes in
offices holders. In any case, we do hope that those elected
will be as loyal and hardworking for the branch as those
whom they replace.

Agents for—

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Wines B Spirits of the choicest brand

26th Jan., 1954—Games versus Old.Conte nptibles Ex
Service Club, 7.30 p.m.
8th Feb., 1954—Shooting versus British Legion, The
Barracks, 7.30 p.m.
19th Feb., 1954—Branch, Meeting at The Barracks
7.45 p.m.
23rd

Feb., 1954—Games versus Royal
Association ExServices, 7.30 p.m.

Artillery

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS

Price List on application. All goods delivered.
Phone Maidstone 3090

22. WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE

PAST & PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

THE
QUEEN'S OWN
FOUNDED

PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LT.COLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
DETAIL OF MEETINGS
SECRETARY
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
Mr. A. Smith,
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley. Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Chatham
Mr. C. J. Williams . . Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
179, City Way, Rochester.
Second Friday of each month, at The
Mr. R. A. Fielder,
Catford & District .. Mr. S. J. Terry
"
Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
87, Newlands Park, Sydenham, S.E.26.
Hill, S.E.23.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Gravesend
Mr. A. Wood
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
First Monday of each month.
Guernsey
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
Port.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
London
Mr. L. Remfry .... Mr. T. Briddock,
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74, Cherry Tree Walk,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
West Wickham, Kent.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Maidstone
Mr. H. Carman
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
Sevenoaks
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
" FleurdeLys," Sandgate.
Quarterly, 1st
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Friday, Feb., May, Aug., Nov.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Tonbridge &
Major N. S. C.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
27, Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells
Elmslie
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Mr.
C.
Bayers,
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K.
Bromley.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
Reunion annually in March or April as noti
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman Mr. T. Shepherd,
fied in Press and " Q.O.G."
492, Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
8th Battalion
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey
Mr. Stanford,
10th Battalion
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
11th Battalion
Capt. C. B. Smith
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Meeting
first Tuesday each month, Holly
Mr. F. W. Sales,
20th (London)
Mr. J. Mingay
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16. Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath, S.E.3.
BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. S. G Lewis

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

Charles always
picks a winner...
and he certainly picked a thoroughbred
when he bought a SunbeamTalbot.
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and yet so comfortable — the way it sticks to the road on
corners gives me a nice feeling of safety . .
and we're always there first!
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speed, even better acceleration and greater
flexibility.

Sports Convertible £8SS plus P.T. £3£77 6
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THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes :

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKCATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
The Regimental

journal of The Queen s Own Royal Vest Kent Regiment

FEBRUARY, 1954

Vol. LXX. No. 2

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with the motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," " Scbraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mens." " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
" Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Graven.sta.fel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917, '18," " St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
The Carleton and York Regiment—Honorary Colonel : H.M. The Queen.
The Kent Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.

1st A.C.F. Bn., Sidcup.

Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot) .... Malaya.
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
2nd A.C.F. Bn., Swanley.
3rd A.C.F. Bn,, Tunbridge Wells.

4th A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.
" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks 5/ per annum post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the Editor,.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.
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Kent C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Appointments
Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C.
. . R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
Jackson, L. F. W
O.C., 4/5 R.W.K.
MAJORS
BoothTucker, J. M. D.
.. (T/Lt.Col.) O.C., 321 E.A. Lab. Gp.
Heygate, E. S., M.C
Depot Holdee.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C. .. (T/Lt.Col.) O.C., N.R.T.C., Zaria.
Fawcett, G. P
. . U.K.
Spurr, E. C
Comptroller to Household of H.E.
The Commissioner General for S.E.
Asia.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
Keenlyside, C. H.
. . 2 i/c (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
Moss, R. E
O.C., Depot.
Fyler, A. R
.. (T/Lt.Col.) O.C., 1 R.W.K.
Buckle, P. C. M.
Sen. Offrs. Sch., Devizes.
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E
. . H.Q., A.L.F.C.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E. .
.. (Bt. L.Col.), 1 R.W.K.—U.K.
Read, M. R., M.C.
. . G2, H.Q., Sch. of Inf.
Butler, R. A., M.B.E., M.C.
.. (T/Lt.Col.) G.S.O. 1 E.A. Comd.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Trg. Offr. and Adjt., London
Un.versify U.T.C.
Grove, M. R. L., M.,C. . .
.. 2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
Jackson, D. W.
.. (Bt. Lt.Col.) H.Q., B.T.E.
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E.'
O.C., PL Coy., H.C.B. Depot.
Bailey, J. D. B.
1 Middx. Regt.
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
. . 1 R.W.K.
Rickcord, M. B.
. . H.Q., B.T.E.
Turner, P. R. H.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
Dowse, R. K.
.. 1 R.W.K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
Faulkner, D. O.
. . D.A.D. (C. & H.), att. H.Q.,
17 Gurkha Inf. Div.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
. . 1 R.W.K.
Manners, D. C. J.
.. 51 Ind. Inf. Bde.
Waring, H. B. H.
. . M.A. to C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Eason, J. A., T.D.
.. G III, Northern Command.
Elgood, P. N.
. . 1 R.W.K.
Upton, T. V.. M.B. E.
..
. . 1 R.W.K.
Crumpl'n, W. C. D.
. . 1 R.W.K.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E.'
.. 1 R.W.K.
Dover, V., M.C.
.. U.K.
Clarke, H. W.
. . 7th Bn., K.A.R.
Willis, C. F., T.D.
3rd Bn. Para. Regt.
Roper, I. H., M.C.
F.A.R.E.L.F. Trg. Centre, Inst.
Monckton, D., M.C.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Hunting, K. M
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G
Abplanalp, V. C
Osborne, E. C. S
Shearburn, S. R. O
Tugwell, M. A. J
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
....
Nicholls, R. W. G., M.B.E.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
...
Goodwin, P. J. ...
Norton, J. D.
...
Lygo, J. R
Beale, K. S.„ M.C.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R
Scouller, J. A.
...
Woolstencroft, D. H
Leigh, P. S
Howlett, G. H. W.. M.C.
Wood, W. R.
Craven, C. E.
...

CAPTAINS
3rd Para. Bn., M.E.L.F., 28.
Staff Capt., H.Q., 18 Inf. Bde.
Adjt. 4/5 R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
Staff Capt., H.Q., 63 Gurkha Inf.
Bde.
Adjt., 1 R.W.K.
Boys' Inf. Bn., Tuxford Camp,
Newark.
O.C.S., W.O.S.B., Barton Stacey.
Staff College (Student).
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Language Course (Hungarian) U.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.
Para. Rep., Eaton Hall O.C.S.
3rd Bn. Para. Reat.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.
LIEUTENANTS
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot, R.W.K.
R.W.K — U.K.
R.W.K. (att. Depot).
R.W.K.
R.W.K.
R.W.K.
R.W.K.
R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.

Neve, R. W.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus, I. D

2nd LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

Pond, B.
Sivers, A.
Blake, A.
Stephens,

QUARTERMASTERS
(Maj.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
(Maj.) 4/5 R.W.K.
(Lt.) Depot Holdee.

A., M.B.E.
E., M.M.
G., M.B.E.
S. V

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Thrift, K. G., O.B.E.
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Douris, L. A

...
. ..

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) U.K.
H.Q., 5 Liaison, B.A.O.R.
10 Cmd. Workshops, R.E.M.E.

CAPTAINS
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C.M.
Marsh, H. W.
...
De Havilland, V.
Desmond, M. F.
Duffield, G
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
...
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Ellwood, K. S.
...
Beaumont, S. H.
Whitewood, V. F.

P. & E.E. Pendine.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
Adjt., Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
Depot Holdee.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
Camb. Mil. Hospital.
D.A.A.G., Northumbrian Dist.
S.P. Establishment.
Inst. A.S. of M.T., Bordon.
247 Pro. Coy., R.M.P.
S/Capt., A.G. Stats., War Office.
Commonwealth Div., Korea.
H.Q., Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
2 T.A.F., B.A.O.R., 29.
Depot Holdee.
(T/Maj.) A.S.P.T.
5th Nigeria Reg., W.A.

LIEUTENANTS
Marshall, E. J.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Hatt, P. R.
Thatcher, F. W.
Halsall, A. C. L.
Elwell, H. C.
Davey, C. C.
Fuller C. R.
Sounes, R. A.

Depot Holdee.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. EAST SURREY REGT.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
17th Gurkha Div.
Depot Holdee (att. R.C.M.P.)
(2/Lt.) Depot Holdee.
(2/Lt.) N. Rhodesian Regt.
QUARTERMASTERS

Cook, E. S.
Hunt, W. G.

1 (NY) Bn. K.A.R., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(Capt. Q.M.), 4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.

Jackson, L. F. W.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Comd., 4/5. R.W.K.

MAJORS
Waring, A. R. H., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Wood, D. W. J.
Meyrick, K. C., M.B.E., T.D.
Ford, A. H.
Coath, T. C.
Cooper, P. T., M.B.E., T.D., R.M.O., R.A.M.C. (attached),
CAPTAINS
Pennells, H. D. A.
CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

Macmillan, I. A. (Adjt.)
Marchant, P. N.
Large, J. L.
McCormack, J. D.
Lovell, F. W.
Duggan, H. R.
Newman, B. J.
Nash, W. M. K.
Watson, K. E.

LIEUTENANTS
Ogilvie, J. B.
Waters, B. C. H.
Clemence, M. J.
George, P. M. J.
Reoch, D. C. D.
SECOND LIEUTENANTS
Young, R. N. (2/Lt.)
QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Maj.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Robson, T. J. R. (Lt.)
Evans, C. M. (Lt.)
Thwaites, M. G. (A/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (A/Lt.)
White, D. R. (A/Lt.)

Curry, A. J. (A/Lt.)
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (A/Lt.)
Ferguson, H. A. L. (A/Lt.)
Gladders, P. J. (A/Lt.)
Hicks, M. C. T. (2/Lt.)
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~E6itorial
Return of the 1st Battalion
Thursday, 1st April
CIVIC reception is being arranged in Maidstone by
His Worship the Mayor and his Council to welcome
the Bn. home on their return from Malaya.
A brief outline of events will be as follows :—
11 a.m. : March Past. The Mayor will take the salute
at the Town Hall.
2.15 p.m. : Lunch for all Officers and Other Ranks at
the Royal Star Hotel.
5.30 p.m. : Band and Drums will " Beat Retreat" on
the Depot Barrack Square.
7.30 p.m. : All Ranks' Dance at the Royal Star Hotel.
Accommodation has been arranged for a limited
number of spectators to take lunch in the Royal Star Hotel
in the Oak Room, where a relay system will be provided
to enable the speeches to be heard.
Price of lunch will be 9/6 per head.
Anyone desirous of having lunch should apply to
Maj. R. E. Moss, at the Depot, as soon as possible.

A

Friday, 2nd April
Our ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E., has graciously
consented to visit the Bn. in Invicta Lines.
Saturday, 3rd April
The Bn. will march through Tonbridge to the Castle
grounds, where reception speeches will be given. After
light refreshments, the Bn. will return to Maidstone.
*
*
*
*
It is notified for general information that the address
of the Bn. on arrival in the U.K. will be :—
Invicta Lines,
Maidstone.
A most interesting article entitled, " The Storming of
Spion Kop," appears in the October issue of The Army
Quarterly. The article was written by Lt.Col. A. Howe,
who took an active part in the operation.
*

*

*

*

In the same issue is also an article by Maj. R. C. W.
Thomas, O.B.E., entitled, " Some Impressions of Life in
the Commonwealth Division in Korea.
Until recently, Maj. Thomas was a member of the
Headquarters Staff of the Commonwealth Division.
*
*
*
*
Memorial Barracca Church, Malta
We are informed that the Barracca Garrison Church,
Malta, has now been dededicated.
A memorial picture and brass plaque was placed there
by the Officers, N.C.O.s and Men of the 1st Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, in memory of
their comrades who died in Malta in 1902 and 19046.
The picture and plaque have now been transferred to
St. Luke's Garrison Church, Malta,

The Colonel of the Regiment's Visiting Book
All Officers are reminded that the Colonel of the Regi
ment wishes all those who may be in Maidstone to sign his
visiting book, which is kept at the Regimental Headquarters
Office at the Depot.
*

*

*

*

10th Annual Normandy Pilgrimage
Details of the above pilgrimage, which is being
organized by the British Legion, have been forwarded to
Branch Secretaries and Bn. Representatives of " The
Queen's Own " Past and Present Association.
Any member not belonging to a Branch of the Past
and Present Association who is interested should apply to
the Secretary, British Legion, Pall Mall, London, S.W.I.
*
*
*
*
Regimental Blazer Pocket Badge
A Regimental blazer pocket badge, which may be worn
by Other Ranks, past and present, has been approved by
the Colonel of the Regiment, and can be obtained from :—
Messrs. Purcell,
12, Middle Row,
Maidstone.
The badge is similar in pattern to that worn by Officers
—the lion and crown in gold thread mounted on blue
flannel.
The price of the badge will be 16/6.
Applications should be made direct to the outfitters.
*
*
*
*
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental and other Journals :—
The Dragon;
The Tank;
The Snapper;
The R.A.O;C. Journal;
The Waggoner;
The British Legion Journal.

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

7th and 8th May—REGIMENTAL GOLF.
1 4 t h May—REGIMENTAL DINNER.
14th May—REGIMENTAL AT HOME.

17th, 19th and 21st, 22nd JulyTENT, MOTE.
18th July—REUNION (Subject to Confirmation).

REGIMENTAL
Saturday, May 15th
Thursday, June 24th
Friday, July 2nd
Saturday, July 3rd
Sunday, July 4th
Saturday, July 10th
Thursday, August 12th
Saturday, 28th August

CRICKET, 1954

v. THE MOTE—The Mote.
v. THE BUFFS—Canterbury.
v. THE BUFFS—The Depot
v. BAND OF BROS.—The Depot ] Cricket
v. THE MOTE—The Depot
J Week
v. West Kent C.C.—Chislehurst.
v. OLD SUTTON IANS—Sutton Valence.
v. BA BES—The Depot.

All matches commence at 11.30 a.m., except for Saturday, May
15th, which commences at 2 p.m.
Those desirous of playing in any or all of the above matches are
requested ta cammunicate with Q.C., PepQf,
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
49, Courtnay Road,
Maidstone.
17th January, 1954.

Dear Mr. Editor,
I was very interested in your " Editorial " in which you
mention that the 44 Kent Messenger" had printed 44 The
Queen's Own Gazette " for over 50 years.
My pal, Mr. Jack Teer, and I were talking over this
item and can say that it must be 58 years.
Mr. Teer and I were recruits together at the Depot in
1895.
One Sunday night in December of that year, the fire
alarm sounded; we were all turned out and stood on the
square for about three hours in pouring rain, watching the
Q.M. Stores burn to the ground, in one room of which was
the printing room.
Next day, whilst on fatigue clearing up what we could,
we found the type strewn all over the place and the printing
machine broken to bits.
I should imagine the last number printed must have
been November, 1895.
Yours faithfully,
C. T. Stringer, M.S.M.
The Editor,
44 The Queen's Own Gazette."

REGIMENTAL

50*h FOOT IN TASMANIA
Australian Military Forces,
Anglesea Barracks,
Hobart.
15th December, 1953.
Honorary Colonel,
The Royal West Kent Regiment,
c/o The War Office,
London.
Dear Sir,
In 1924 I was attached to the 1st Bn., K.S.L.I., at
Poona, India, as part of my training after I graduated from
Duntroon. Alongside us were the West Kents, commanded
at that time by Lt.Col. BuchananDunlop. I made many
friends amongst the officers of the Bn., but since then have
had little touch with them.
I am now commanding the Australian Military Forces
in Tasmania, Australia, and in the course of my wanderings
came across a lovely old bridge situated at Ross, which is
on the main road between Hobart and Launceston and
some 75 miles from Hobart. The bridge was built in 1836
by convict labour and is a beautiful example of masonry
work. It is admired by many students of beauty and design.

MUSEUM

We offer our sincere thanks to the following for their
gifts to the Museum :—
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle for an Arab bandolier, which he
secured and brought back with him from Palestine
when serving with the 2nd Bn. in 1938.
Maj. A. S. Bredon—two prints, South African War.
Mr. Woodward—book, 44 8th Division S.A. War."
Band President, 1 R.W.K.—B flat trumpet.
Mr. J. M. Knight—three medals in case (Egyptian
Medal and Star, S.A. (Queen's)).
The curator is anxious to obtain further items of
Regimental interest covering the period of the 2nd Bn. in
Palestine, circa 1938.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
DEATHS
ALDWORTH.—On Wednesday, January 20th, 1954, Lt.
Col. Tom Preston Aldworth, D.S.O., O.B.E. Funeral
took place at Smarden on Saturday, 23rd January.
COOK.—On Thursday, 28th January, at 5, Bevington Rd.,
Beckenham, Mr. R. J. Cook, late R.W.K.
We offer our sympathy to the relatives of the deceased.
WEEDON.—On January 23rd 1954, at No. 1, Calder Road,
Maidstone, Mr. P, A, Weedon, late R.W.K,

I feel that 44 The Queen's Own " have a special interest
in this bridge, for one Capt. William Turner, of the 50th
or Queen's Own Regiment, was the superintendent of the
building of the bridge, and for that reason I am sending to
you photographs of the bridge and one showing the plaque
on which Turner's name appears. I felt that as I had been
shown friendliness and had gained much happiness from
my associations with the Regiment in Poona many years
ago, that I should reciprocate, even at this late date, by
passing on to the Regiment something which will be of
interest to them and which will be of use in maintaining
their records of the past. As you are aware, the Regiment
was stationed in Tasmania between 1834 and 1839, but
unfortunately we have little information concerning their
activities here.
Yours sincerely,
G. E. W. Hurley, Brigadier,
Commander Tasmania Command,

33

THE QUEENS OWN GAZETTE

PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

MEMOIRS OF SERGEANT J. HONNOR
H.M. 50th

Extracts from London Gazette
Regular Army
Memoranda
Lt.Col. G. G. Elliott, D.S.O. (45027), from R.W.K., to
be Lt.Col. on the Employed List (1), 8th March,
1953, with seniority, 21st August, 1952.
Emergency Commissions
Lt. J. L. H. Slade (284749) relinquishes his commsn,
23rd January, 1954, and is granted the hon. rank
of Capt.
National Service List
22747256, Cadet Richard Clayton Coleman (431724) to
be 2nd Lt., 24th October, 1953.
22761422, Cadet Simon Maclachlan (43712) to be 2nd
Lt., 24th October, 1953.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
General List
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) Arthur John Thatcher, M.B.E.
(188250), from R.W.K. Emerg. Commsn., to be
Capt., 27th February, 1953, with seniority, 10th
February, 1950.
Territorial Army
Lt. Ralph James George Lee (151596), from R.W.K.
Emerg. Commsn., to be Lt., 23rd November, 1953,
with seniority, 10th July, 1947.
2nd Lt. R. N. Young (422267) is granted the actg. rank
of Lt., 7th January, 1954.
National Service List
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) P. J. Gladders (416611) to be Lt.,
17th January, 1954, with seniority, 23rd January,
1954.
*

*

*

*

EFFICIENCY MEDAL (MILITIA)
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) H. B. Coates (139659) has been awarded
the Efficiency Medal (Militia).
them beginning with the Battle of Puniar, where our old
Colonel Anderson was knocked over close to the muzzles
of the Mahratta guns, and finishing with Sobraon, where
our young Colonel Pettit fell, leading the Regiment up the
parapet of the Sikhs entrenchment. Many of those old
comrades are still alive, cracked and spliced up like these
cold old sticks, but they are cared for by their Queen and
country.
" I had two motives for bringing these old rags to
parade on this occasion, one was out of the respect to the
memory of those who died under them, and the other was
out of compliment to those who so nobly defended them
and who are still in the Regiment, as I am always glad
of an opportunity of rewarding a good soldier and con
vincing him that his services are not forgotten. I will
remit the punishment of any man who happens to be a
defaulter provided he wears the Sutledge Medal, and I will
allow every man who wears that medal and who is not
a defaulter to select any comrade whose punishment he
wishes to be remitted. I am, however, happy to say that
there are very few defaulters to select from.
" Sergeant Honnor, I have much pleasure in handing
you this medal and I hope you may live many years to
wear it."
J.H.S.

A

Y

GOOD

REGIMENT

SOLDIER

REWARDED

ESTERDAY evening H.M. 50th Regiment paraded
in review order on the Fort Esplanade, for the pur
pose of witnessing the presentation of a Good
Conduct Medal to Sergeant Honnor. The Regiment was
wheeled into line and then formed into hollow square,
with the colours in the centre, the old battered ones held
by two Sergeants who had fought under them in five general
actions in India, who had gone through both the Indian
and Crimean campaigns, and each of whom bore three
medals.
A letter from MajorGeneral Lockyer was then read,
expressing his regret that absence from Colombo prevented
his presenting the medal to Sgt. Honnor in the presence
of all the troops in Colombo, and directing Colonel Waddy
to undertake the pleasing duty.
Colonel Waddy then
addressed the Regiment in these spiritstirring words:
" You are all aware that H.M. Regulations directs that
a medal tor Good Conduct and long service, which carries
with it a gratuity in money, is to be presented on parade to
any soldier who may be entitled to such honourable dis
tinction; and you have just heard his absence from Colombo
alone prevents General Lockyer from presenting this
medal in presence of the Troops in Garrison to Sergeant
Honnor, now one of the oldest soldiers in the 50th Regi
ment. It is, however, most gratifying to me, who am the
oldest soldier of the Regiment, to perform this duty, and
I am glad that circumstances have enabled me to elect this
particular day for the occasion; a day of which the 50th
Regiment may well be proud, when under the direction of
that distinguished and gallant officer, Sir H. Smith, who
advanced steadily even through the ranks of a retiring
Regiment which had been rather too roughly handled by
the Sikhs, and with your bayonets you soon put the
finishing stroke to the battle of Sobraon, took the last gun,
and were never checked till the Sikhs were driven pell mell
into the Sutledge River.
" I regret to know that there are but few of the soldiers
of that hardfought battle still serving in the Regiment.
Sergeant Honnor was always attentive to his duties and
ready also in his capacity of Armourer Sergeant to put the
fighting tools in proper order, thus rendering the work of
the fighting men more easy and certain. I am happy to
tell you that about a month ago I sent home the names of
two old and deserving solders who are entitled to a medal
and gratuity, I mean Privates W. Ledgett and Thomas
Sloman, who were both present at the battle of Sobraon,
and there are many more men whose length of service and
general conduct will entitle them before long to the like
honourable distinction, let these examples, therefore, be an
inducement to those men who never have been convicted
by court martial to maintain their characters unblemished
and thus to secure the like reward.
I have brought on parade this evening these honoured
and tattered remnants of the colours which were con
spicuous in five general actions in India. There they are
just as they came out of the Battle of Sobraon, cracked and
spliced up now, but taken every care of by us, and when
ever we look upon them we think with regret and respect
of our old and gallant comrades who fought and fell around
(Continued at the foot of previous column)
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BRITISH CAMPAIGN MEDALS

O

F recent months the battletested Service man has put
up two new ribbons: the blue and white of the United
Nations War Medal and the blue and yellow of the British
Korea Medal.

Nowadays, when alt British Service personnel who
have seen action wear an appropriate ribbon to prove it, it
is difficult to realise that the granting of war or campaign
medals or stars is a comparatively recent custom as far as
British other ranks are concerned. Until little more than
a century ago, the issue of Service medals, as distinct from
decorations honouring individual acts of gallantry in battle,
was very rare indeed, and generally restricted to Command
ing Officers.
Queen Elizabeth 1 was the first British Sovereign to
bestow a medal for particular military service to the Crown.
This was the " Ark in Flood" medal struck to com
memorate the defeat of the Armada in 1588, and so called
because one side depicted a ship at sea. Worn round the
neck and suspended from a gold or silver chain, the " Ark
in Flood " was granted to less than a score of the captains
who commanded ships in the makeshift fleet that defeated
Spanish sea power. A modified version of the medal was
issued by James I to the Admirals who won naval victories
during his reign.
Under Royal Warrant dated May 18th, 1643, Charles I
authorised the Army's first Service medal for all ranks.
Strictly speaking, it was not a medal at all, but consisted of
a silver badge bearing portraits of the King and his eldest
son, and was pinned to the coat instead of being suspended
from a ribbon.
Authorised from the Court at Oxford during the Civil
War, the medal was issued to every Officer and man who
had done faithful service in the forlorn hope—the tactical
advance guard of those days. The warrant granting the
medal contained the proviso: " No soldier shall at any time
sell, ,nor any of our subjects presume to buy, any of these
said silver badges; neither shall anyone presume to wear
them, other than they to whom we shall give the same, and
that under pain and punishment such as our Council of
Warre shall think fit to inflict."
In 1649 the Cornmon wealth Parliament made statutory
provision for the striking of a medal for naval service, and
the following year authorised the Medal of Parliament for
the Army. Both medals were in gold and worn suspended
from a gold neck chain, but they were bestowed only on
Officers in command.
Cromwell enjoys, however, the distinction of making
the first distribution of a medal for all ranks taking part in
a campaign. This was a small silver badge pinned to the
coat and granted to all Officers and men present at the
Battle of Dunbar, September 3rd, 1650. Officers received
the medal in gold and other ranks in silver.
Thereafter, the issue of medals was again restricted to
Commanding Officers. Only one was awarded in the
campaign that suppressed the Monmouth Rebellion and was
granted by James II to Bishop Mew, who performed the
unclerical duty of commanding the King's artillery at the
Battle of Sedgemoor, July 6th, 1685.
An unofficial medal was presented by the Cumberland

Society to certain Officers who had taken part in the Battle
of Culloden, 1746.
The only British medal awarded for the American War
of Independence was that specially struck by Parliament in
recogniton of Capt. Ewings' distinguished service at Bunker
Hill, 1775.
In 1795, gold medals were authorised by Parliament for
awarding to the Admirals and Captains who had com
manded at the victory on the Glorious First of June the
previous year. These medals are of particular interest from
the fact that their issue was accompanied by the first official
mention of medal ribbon. Orders laid down that Admirals
were to wear them suspended from a blue and white ribbon
round the neck, while Captains were to attach the medals
with a similar ribbon to the top buttonhole of the coat.
No medals were issued to the lower deck or to Officers below
the rank of Captain.
Lack of an official medal for seamen who had taken
part in the Battle of the Nile led to Nelson's prize agent,
Alexander Dawson, having medals struck at his own expense
and distributed to all ratings who had taken part in the
action. The medal had on one side the British fleet in
double line, with the words: " Victory of the Nile, August
1, 1788. God has blessed His Majesty's arms." On the
other side, a figure stands on a rock holding a branch in
her left hand, while with her right hand she supports a
tablet bearing a portrait of Nelson and the words, " Europe's
hope and Britain's glory."
Similar private distribution of commemorative medals
was made by the Soho Mint, Birmingham, after Trafalgar.
The medals were of pewter and inscribed to " The Heroes
of Trafalgar," but they were so trashy and badly struck that
the seamen did not value them and dumped them overboard.
Authority's attitude towards medals at that time was
well illustrated when Napoleon surrendered on board H.M.S.
Btllerophon in 1815. Commenting on the fine appearance
of the Royal Marine guard, the fallen Emperor asked: 44 Is
there none amongst them who has seen service? Not a
man has a medal." When told that all the men were
veterans of many battles, but that it was the British custom
to award medals only to highranking Officers, Napoleon
declared: 44 Such is not the way to cherish military virtues."
Napoleon's remark seems to have been taken to heart
by the British Government, as the Waterloo Medal, issued
in 1816, was the first campaign medal granted to all ranks
since the Battle of Dunbar.
Some years previously the East India Company had
instituted the regular practice of making a general distribu
tion of campaign medals to troops of all ranks in its service.
The first of these medals was granted in 1779 to all ranks of
six companies of Sepoy Grenadiers for their part in the
expedition to Poona. A few years later, John Company
distributed the Decan Medal to all white and native troops
who had participated in the campaigns of 177884.
Incidentally, the first medal known as the Indian
General Service Medal, which was sanctioned by Queen
Victoria in 1854, was a development of the East India
Company's. In the first design the reverse of the medal
depicted a British soldier holding a Union Jack, and an
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Indian Lancer with a pennant. Evidently the artist was
more concerned with balance than with realism for we are
told that when the design was submitted for Queen Victoria's
approval, the Queen remarked: k' It is a strange wind that
blows the Union Jack in one direction and the lancer's
pennant in the opposite direction."
The design was thereupon altered and in its revised
form the medal was issued to all troops who had taken part
in the Burmese War of 185253.
During the early campaigns of the Peninsular War,
field Officers received a gold medal for every battle in which
they took part. But owing to the expense involved the
practice had to be limited, and the clasps were introduced.
When an Officer collected a medal and four clasps, the
medal was surrendered and a gold cross issued in its place.
Clasps were then added to the ribbon of the cross for
additional battles.
Although a medal was granted to all ranks in 1843 for
service in the China War of 184043, medals for rank and
file who had served in the Peninsular War were not issued
until 1847, 34 years after the last battle, and then only to
surviving claimants. This delay accounts for the fact of
Queen Victoria's profile appearing on medals carrying bars
for Maida Corunna, etc.
In 1846, the Admiralty authorised a silver medal for
ratings who had served in the naval actions of the
Napoleonic wars. The Navy and Army Peninsular medals
eventually became the present Naval General Service Medal
and the Army General Service Medal. When the East India
Company's authority was taken over by the Crown in 1858,
one of the East India Company's campaign medals became
the first of six Indian General Service medals.
Since the issue of the China War Medal in 1848,
operations of importance have been officially recognised
by the grant to all ranks participating of either a medal or
of a clasp to an existing medal.
Nevertheless, the actual issue of even comparatively
recent medals has sometimes been unduly delayed after the
action for which they were struck. Thus, the medal for the
Red River Expedition of 1870 was not distributed until
1899, while a medal for operations at Aden in 1903 was not
issued until nearly a quarter of a century later.
Largest number of medals issued for any single war
were those of the Second Great War; they are the 193945
Star, the Africa, Italy, FranceGermany, Atlantic, Air Crew
Europe, Pacific and Burma Stars, and the Defence and War
medals. The Defence Medal was the most widely distri
buted of any British medal, over 7,000,000 being issued, and
it was unique in being awarded to civilians as well as to
Service personnel.
The Victory Medal of the First Great War was no
less unique in that its design and ribbon was common to all
ranks of the Allied Navies and Armies.
Not the least interesting aspect of British campaign
medals is the ingenuity exercised by the designers of the
ribbons. Not only is there a limit to the range of colours
a\ailable, but care must be taken to evolve a colour
combination that is striking, blends harmoniously, and does
not conflict with past or present ribbons of British and
foreign war medals, decorations and orders. At the same
time, some colour scheme must be worked out that tries to

symbolise the main features of
memorated.
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When we remember that there are in existence some
3,500 different British and foreign orders, decorations and
medals, each with its own appropriate and distinctive ribbon,
the marvel is that duplication of ribbons is so rare. In fact,
there are less than halfadozen different medals with
identical ribbons. The ribbon of the British Jubilee Medal
of 1935 is the same as that of a civic medal issued in
America by the State of Massachusetts, while a similar
medal awarded by the State of Arkansas has its ribbon
duplicated in a Jugoslav military decoration. There is also
a Germany and a Japanese war medal ribbon of identical
design.
Yet, despite his limited scope, the designer of a new
British campaign ribbon invariably achieves with the
colours, striking association with the terrain where the
operations for which the medal was granted took place.
One particularly noteworthy example is the ribbon of
the Indian General Service Medal authorised in 1937; khaki
in the centre with flanking stripes of red and green. This
immediately suggests the old NorthWest Frontier: British
reads in red, traversing desert track, in khaki, flanked by
scrubcovered hills in green. The ribbon was also of out
standing interest as it was the first to use khaki as a colour.
Similarly, the yellow, red and black of the Omdurman
Medal portray the redcoated British troops in the desert
defeating the black followers of the Kahdi. The white and
blue ribbon of the Egyptian War refers to the country lying
between the White and Blue Niles.
Amongst the least successfully symbolic ribbons were
those designed for the medals issued to the Services after
the First Great War. The sole exception to the generally
unimaginative colour combinations of that period is the
ribbon of the medal issued to the Mercantile Marine: the
green and red separated by a narrow white stripe, represent
ing the port, starboard and masthead lights of a ship.
Ribbons for the campaign stars of the Second Great
War are all in the best traditions of the medalribbon
designer's art, for each provides a colour picture of the
campaign it commemorates.
As the award for general overseas operational service,
the ribbon of the 193945 Star could not be more
appropriately coloured than navy blue, red and light blue,
representing the common share of the Royal Navy, the
Army and the Air Force. Equally appropriate is the ribbon
cf the Burma Star: blue for the Navy and R.A.F. share, a
red stripe to represent the Army, and an orange stripe for
the merciless sun that scorched the long jungle marches.
Then there is the ribbon of the Pacific Star: green for
the forests, yellow for the beaches, red for the Army, and
blue for the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force. In the
buff ribbon with its central band of red, flanked on one side
by a thin stripe of dark blue and on the other by a stripe
of light blue, we have the ribbon of the Africa Star, the
whole story of the North African campaigns.
The red
stripe represents the Army marching across the desert (buff)
protected on one side by the Royal Navy and on the other
by the Royal Air Force.
Then there is the poetic justice of the red, white and
green of the Italy Star: one of the few examples of a
victor's war ribbon adopting the national colours of the

\
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vanquished country. On the other hand, the red, white and
blue of the France and Germany Star are not only the
colours of the Union Flag, but they also symbolise France,
the country the British Army helped to liberate.
Whitecapped waves and a crisp day at sea are well
symbolised in the blue, white and sea green of the ribbon
for the Atlantic Star, which, incidentally, certain Army Units
shared with the Royal Navy. The air war is happily
pictured in the Air Crew Europe Star; Royal Air Force blue
with black and yellow stripes to denote night and day flying.
But perhaps the most appropriate ribbon is that of the
Defence Medal, issued to all who played some party, how
ever humble, in combating the blitz. Flame colour,
symbolising air attack, edged with green for " England's
green and pleasant land," with two black stripes for the
blackout.
Finally there is one defect common to all British
campaign ribbons. None of them gives any indication of
the number of clasps that the wearer's medal may carry.
This is a particularly serious omission in the case of medals
such as the General Service Medal. On the other hand,
ribbons of naval and military medals issued by the United
States Government carry a small brass numeral denoting
the number of clasps to which the holder is entitled.
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KING EDWARD VII's HOSPITAL FOR OFFICERS
Dear Sir,
Will you allow me, through your Journal, to make
known the additional facilities now available in King
Edward VIFs Hospital for Officers, Beaumont House,
Beaumont Street, W.l.
The extension to the Hospital has been completed, the
original building has been brought up to date and the
Hospital is now provided with the very latest equipment.
As is already known, the Hospital has a Consulting
Staff of eminent physicians and surgeons, and patients who
desire to avail themselves of their services are charged in
accordance with their means, on a scale agreed by the
Council. Patients may, however, still make their own
arrangements with any physician or surgeon of their choice
if they so desire.
A number of ward beds are set aside for serving
officers, who are entitled to free bed, nursing and mainten
ance. Extra charges are cut down to a minimum and are
constantly reviewed and the ability of the patient to pay is
always considered. We have recently introduced a Samaritan
Fund to assist those in financial need.
The Hospital is mainly for surgical and medical cases
and has its own Medical Officer (from whom preliminary
advice can be obtained without charge), a Physiotherapist
and an Xray apparatus.
The Hospital has been disclaimed by the Minister of
Health, and is therefore entirely dependent on voluntary
support. Subscribers, who are entitled to special rates, are
asked to pay £1 yearly by Banker's Order, which can be
obtained from the Honorary Appeal Secretary, 15, Ormond
Yard, Duke of York Street, S.W.I, who will also be pleased
to receive donations.
All officers, serving and retired, permanent and tem
porary, are eligible for admission.
Yours very truly,
T. B. Adams.
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News from
I St

BATTALION
HE big news this month
T
is that the Bn. has com
pleted its century in C.T.

kills and captures since
becoming operational in
Malaya on 1st April, 1951.
The 100th bandit was killed
by 1 Pl. A Coy. on a culti
vation on New Year's Day.
We would like to take this
opportunity of thanking the
many people in England
who sent us messages of
congratulation.
His Excellency the
High Commissioner sent the
Bn. the following signal:
44 Send
you all my
hearty congratulations for
the series of successes which
have just brought you to the
century. It is a long, uphill
pull and you have made it
in fine shape."
The end of the year did in fact bring us quite a bit of
luck, as apart from 1 PL's kill, another C.T. was killed by
10 Pl. D Coy. on Christmas Eve and two further were killed
by 10 Pl. and 8 Pl. C. Coy. respectively on 30th December.
Thus four were eliminated in nine days on an operation
which involved the force taking part (1, 8, 9 and 10 Pl.s,
under command of Maj. Crumplin) spending their Christmas
in the jungle.
Apart from Maj. Crumplin's Ulu party, the rest of the
Bn. spent an enjoyable Christmas in company bases. The
Band came up from Kuala Lumpur and gave a performance
in each Coy. camp. They were in terrific form, and our
thanks are due to them for their very considerable contri
bution to the season's fun.
The Children's Christmas Party was a great success,
and a full report on its appears elsewhere in this issue.
The anniversary of the Battle of Corunna (16th
January, 1809) was celebrated in the traditional manner in
the Officers' Mess with a Regimental Guest Night, which
the Colonel of the Regiment attended.
Much work is now being put in in preparation for the
jcurney home. The Advance Party has left and packing up
has already started. The Q.M. is snowed under with work,
but is taking it all very cheerfully, as he hopes to fly to
England after the Bn. leaves Singapore.
Before we leave we shall hold a Memorial Service in
the Kuala Lumpur Cemetery in memory of those of the
Bn. who have fallen in the service of their country in
Malaya.

Battalions :
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM
THE COLONELINCHIEF
The following message was received by the Command
ing Officer on 25th December, 1953, from the Colonelin
Chief :
k41 send you, the officers and all ranks 1st Bn. The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, my best
wishes for Christmas and New Year."
The following message was sent in reply:
441 and all ranks 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment thank your Royal Highness very
much for your message. We all wish you and your
family a Happy Christmas and New Year and are
greatly looking forward to the days when we will see
our ColonelinChief again."

"A" COMPANY
Battle dress fitting and kitbag painting—it's 1954 at
last and an air of expectancy hangs over Bentong and
district; it is said that the R.S.M. will be here at any moment
to polish us up on our boat drill. And which Pl. was it that
indented for an air drop of sea sick pills?
The month has been a momentous one for the Coy.
and to 44 Jumbos Jets" go our heartiest congratulations on
notching the Battalion's 100th Bandit—and, incidentally,
making the headlines again.
We spent a happy fortnight just before Christmas
entertaining a Recce Party from the Royal Hampshires and
showing them the delights of Malaya and, in particular,
Pahang. Their two Sergeants, Fitzpatrick and Turner, were
so keen that they stayed on for three and four weeks
respectively and saw some dead bandits for their troubles.
During this time 3 Pl. disappeared to chase a bunch of
clearings, but found the clearings chasing them instead; they
went sharply off the air and made camp for Christmas by
the skin of their teeth. 1 Pl. followed them out on the 18th
and have only just surfaced again after a most successful
combined foray with C and D Coys. We congratulate them
on their Christmas Dinner of curried marrow and tapioca
supplied by the C.T.s, though we suspect that this was
perhaps why Sgt. Williams subsequently found the going
too hard for him! Two Pl. 44 Tiger," in their own words,
44 just bashed the rubber;" however, they were most strongly
suspected of nobbling a very pale and wan S.E.P , who
threatened arduous ops. on Boxing Day. It is said that
the aforementioned S.E.P. was fed on one of 44 Berts' " black
cheroots. The M.O. was also nobbled on Christmas Day,
but perhaps the full details of his downfall had best remain
untold.
We had our Christmas Day on the 24th and
thoroughly enjoyed it. It took the well accepted form and
so we will not describe it in full. Suffice it to say that the
Band did us proud, as did Pte. 44 Smudger " Smith 53, whose
performance over the Christmas period was nothing if not
versatile. We were most grateful to Baker Coy. for lending
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us a Guard and Working Party under Cpl. Hart, who all
worked like Trojans. The remains of L/Cpl. Nicholson,
plus seven " corpses," returned the compliment to the best
of their ability on the following day—a job well done.
With Christmas over, all thoughts turn to home or at
least to what has to be done before we go.
The adm.
tempo has been stepped up sharply; C.S.M. Leach has been
promoted to " Company Quartermaster Sergeant Major," a
job of no mean magnitude at this stage. This is caused by
the regrettable illness to C/Sgt. Barton's wife, which has
kept him away for the past few weeks. We hope she soon
gets well again. Before closing, we would like to welcome
a large contingent of young soldiers to the Coy., including
Ptes. Polkey, Murrell, Rickwood, Singleton and Woolgar—
we wish them a happy stay. That is all for now, a " Bon
Voyage " to one and all.
"B"

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAID OF

COMPANY

From our Sabai hilltop we hope that everyone,
particularly ex " B" Coy. members, had a very happy
Christmas and will enjoy a prosperous New Year. This
year we were very lucky in being all together as a Coy.
for the Christmas and New Year festivities and, as you may
imagine, we made full use of our opportunities. The cooks
nobly did their duty Christmas Day, and were rewarded by
having a festival of their own a few days later, as a result of
which the standins had to " stand in " for considerably
longer than they anticipated!
Having served meals on Christmas Day the Officers
were themselves served on New Year's Eve. They are still
trying to remember the wits who invited them to the Canteen
to have a drink with the men and who omitted to mention
that the drink consisted of a bucketful of water to be taken
externally. Sad to relate, the Sgt.Major and his Mess
suffered the same fate, but a good time was had by all!
We are sorry to report that after long service with B
Coy., Lt. P. R. Stock has finally left us for a " chairborne "
appointment, that of Assistant Adjutant.
We wish him
every success in his new work. At the same time, 2nd Lt.
Tarver left for the rarified atmosphere of Bn. Headquarters,
where he is to study the procedure of how to become a
" Pronto Minor." As this involves leaving Malaya before
the Bn., some might consider it lucky, but he himself does
not, and we look forward to his return.
Departures from Malaya during the month were Pte.
Tadman for discharge and Pte. Mulvaney on Compassionate
Leave; also our old friend, Assistant Charwallah " Bristle "
left on a visit to his home in Pakistan.
In the educational field, L/Cpl. Johnson, L/Cpl. Silk
and Pte. Doubtfire had success in their Third Class Exam
ination, and brought back an aura of culture to Sabai. Pte.
Bray also returned from his long Cooks' Course. We hope
his success will not make him emulate Philip Harben other
than in cooking.
Now that Battledress has appeared in the C Sgts. Store
we are really convinced that England is not v$ry far away.
Could it be as a result of Battledress fitting that certain
senior members of the Coy. have taken to running up and
down hills in the evening—ostensibly to exercise, but really,
we suspect, so that they can get into their original B.D.s!
We will report progress next month.
4 Platoon
The Pl. now serving under the skull and crossbones flag
of the Chief Pirate, has, with the exception of Christmas,
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sailed steadily through the month Eye witness reports
indicate that too much attention was given at Christmas to
the timehonoured custom of "Weighing the Anchor" (large,
not small).
Could it be coincidence that 2nd Lt. Parker went off
or his first leave for four days to Kuala Lumpur on January
1st, 1954?
We were all sorry to see Pte. Bill Tadman leave for
release to U.K. and his " Barrow." No doubt we will be
seeing him in the " Lane " soon.
Roll on the Boat.
" The Pirates."
5 Platoon
The beginning of this month found us doing gate checks
at Sungei Dua, where we stayed until the 12th December.
Upon returning to Sabai, we were very pleased to see two
Officers and five N.C.O.s of the Royal Hampshire Regiment,
whom we took out with us the next day on a six day
Company operation. A few days after returning from this
operation they left us to train the rest of their company at
Johore Bharu, in the art of bashing the Ulu.
We look
forward to their return in February.
During this month we welcomed to the Pl. Ptes. Clark
and Chaplin. Pte. Clark came to us upon relinquishing
the job of Coy. storeman and Pte. Chaplin was transferred
to us from 6 Pl. We hope that both wili enjoy their stay
with us.
Our congratulations to Cpl. Mott on his success on the
Cadre Course and on obtaining his second tape.
Well
done!
There was much speculation as to whether we would
be out on Christmas Day. Our fears mounted when we
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went out to search the rubber on Christmas Eve, but luck
was with us, and a good Christmas was had by all.
The Mathematicians have now agreed that there are 58
more days until we sail, and with that thought we leave you
for this month.
" The Dicky Birds."
6 Platoon
Once again the Saints left their haloes at Sabai and
disappeared into the Jungle for a long operation. Eighteen
days this time, which makes the Pl. an S.A.S. without the
air!
We got back a week before Christmas, and it is hard to
tell which is more tiring—a long operation, or a Christmas
with the Coy.
Still, a good time was had by all, even if some of us
cannot remember it. The New Year, too, was a success,
and there have been rumours that Sgt. Martin's skill with
dustbin lids might make the Band feel (or sound) small.
On New Year's Eve, too, the Pl. said goodbye to 2/Lt.
Tarver, who is attached to the Signal Pl. That evening
everyone was pretty damp, both inside and out!
L/Cpl. Silk, who was taken ill on the long operation
and flown out, is now getting better, and we wish him the
best of luck.
" The Saints."

"C"COMPANY
After a long absence from protracted ops., the Coy. hit
the Ulu with a resounding bump in December. First off
were 7 PL, under the command of D Coy., on 6th December,
who disappeared until late on Christmas Day. Then, on
17th December, the rest of the Coy. set off on what promised
to be a fiveday op. However, after our departure, more
information came in, and on 20th December we received a
tenday airdrop and were joined by 1 and 10 Pis. the same
day. If anybody wants to know how much a tenday air
drop for four Pis weighs, ask 8 Pl.! However, the D.Z.
was quickly cleared and the "torn " parachutes were appre
ciated for many a day thereafter. In the meantime, 9 PL
had been doing some local patrolling, in the course of which
2/Lt. Colin Fraser damaged a knee, so he became automatic
choice as O.C. base—much to his regret.
On 21st December, the op. began in earnest.
First
blood was actually drawn by 1 and 10 Pis. on Christmas
Eve and the first contact in which the Coy. was concerned
took place on 30th December, when 8 and 10 Pis., in a joint
op., killed two C.T.s. The final kill—which was also the
100th—came at 0905 hours, 1st January, 1954, in another
joint op. There were many incidents—amusing and other
wise—which will go down with a pint of beer for many a
long day. Particularly worthy of mention was a
hours
crosscountry run by Sgt. Standley and a small party when
the wireless broke down. Legend already tells that they
could have saved 10 minutes if they had vaulted the elephant
instead of pushing it off the track!
It is with great regret that we say goodbye to the " 04s."
We wish them all the very best of luck. We shall miss
" Sherpa " Geering, his hat, and, of course, his load carrying
abilities.
In the meantime, the Coy. is in a whirl of battle dress
alterations, HI 157s., kit checks, and now, with the departure
of the advance party " IT " is beginning to feel quite close.
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7 Platoon
This month began with tfie Sweepers, in all their glory,
perched precariously on the very summit of a hill marked
on the map, candidly if somewhat unimaginatively, " 934."
That hill soon became known by many names—some
vehement, some not so vehement, but none of them tallying
particularly closely with the maps concise factual descrip
tion—" 934."
However slight though the compensation
may be, it did give us our one connection with the elusive
gentleman of the jungle during the month. A dark blue
suit destined for one of their lady friends was found in a
tin and subsequently claimed as a personal souvenir by our
younger Iban, Latua.
Both he and his " accomplice "
Dungau have now returned to Borneo on leave, where no
doubt the garments have contributed to a worthy cause.
And talking of leave and worthy causes, where has L/Cpl.
Simmonds been lately? We look forward to your visits,
short though they may be, between spells at your various
leave centres Swill!
On the 6th of the month we were rushed off, together
with two Pis. of D Coy. for a " top priority" Brigade
operation under comd. 4 Malay.
After a very pleasant
week of swimming in the river and resting in the local
community centre, peacefully by day, and rather less peace
fully by night when the Home Guard set up their H.Q.
there, we set off on a 14 day op. This finished on Christmas
Day itself with a bash of close on 20,000 yards, a 20mile
rail journey in coal wagons, and finally a more than
welcome return to Bentong by road at 8 o'clock, nearly, but
not quite, too late to join in the customary celebrations of
the season. These seem to have continued at least until
the end of 1953 with various departmental parties, one of
which was held by the cooks. This was an excellent party
by all accounts, but exactly when our Sweeper Cpl. Sid
Green joined the Bn. catering staff we have yet to find out.
Just another of those temporary attachments, perhaps.
The rest of the month has been notable solely for the
almost superhuman regularity with which our Sgt.Major
has produced his fatigue book at 0830 hours each morning.
Without a doubt we must by now have quite the most
extensive system of monsoon ditches in the Federation.
Whether they work or not remains a debatable point! The
truth of a rumoured trade agreement between the C.S.M.
and the contractor is unconfirmed. Suffice it to say the
latter's sales of pocket torches have rocketed to unprece
dented heights!
If it's not too late, a very happy New Year.
" Henry's Sweepers."
8 Platoon
The old year went out rather quietly, but the New
Year started literally with a bang, when the Bn. score
reached 100 at 0900 hours the 1st of January. A concen
trated effort by four platoons, 8, 9, 1, 10, put the welcome
number on the board. The sigh of happiness could be
heard as far distant as K.L. A far better report of the 23
day op. will be seen here later, so we will press on with
PL news.
Mr. Neve, very much refreshed from his cruise, re
assumed command during December, and settled back in
with his usual vigour. (" Give me a salt tablet, Beadle!").
Sgt. Standley always manages to get pipped at the post
where this business is concerned, and has given up putting
in passes. There must be one with his name on somewhere.
We were on ops. for Christmas and the New Year,
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so didn't manage to celebrate in the usual manner, but,
nevertheless, the rum ration came round with surprising
regularity, and a fire and sing song on Christmas Eve was
all the entertainments committee could run to. Ptes.
Bromell, Beadle and Martin were singing well, ably sup
ported by Meares, Gyves and Major Crumplin. When we
did get round to celebrating in the approved manner, it
was the 10th January, but it made very little difference
what date it was. Most of the Pi. were surprised to see
44 Gunfire " come round, because for many it was their first
Christmas in the Army, and they had considered it an old
soldier's tale. At 1500 hours we sat down to dinner, and
the cooks really put their backs into the cooking of it.
Mum couldn't have turned out a better dinner, all things
considered. We all rose from the table pleasantly full, both
with solid and liquid food, and then the drinking and
singing carried on until about 1800, when most of us drifted
quietly away to bed. We are still recuperating, so please
don't push us too hard!
That's about all our space allows, so, wishing everyone
a very happy New Year, cheerio from
44 The Scorps."
9 Platoon
Trust our luck to be on duty over Christmas. The old
year gave place to the New, and we were still in the Ulu
hunting for lost clearings. However, with our muckers in,
8, 1 and 10 Pis., we helped to add the four kills necessary to
reach the hundred.
At the beginning of the month we said a short farewell
to L/Cpl. Jones and L/Cpl. Bailey, who decided that the
N.C.O.'s Cadre Course was more profitable than gate
checks. But at the same time we had a warm welcome for
Sgt. Wilde, who returned to his old Pl. after eight long
drawnout months as an Instructor at the F.T.C. He was
heard to remark that only one star had been added to our
board during his absence, and that he would soon alter
that!
We now wish him a speedy recovery from his
unfortunate accident. We also welcome Cpl. Kesby, who
comes to us from the Corps of Drums.
Pte. Fuller has preferred gatechecks to the jungle.
We presume from his results that he is getting in some
practice for his civilian job—customs official!
Who is the only man who has ever volunteered to spend
over three weeks in the Ulu?
Could it be 44 Sherpa "
Geering, who marched out carrying out a signals set in
addition to his own kit? Mr. Fraser, our Pl. Comd., has
been getting a lot of swimming practice lately, because he
always seems to be submerged when he crosses rivers!
Perhaps that is why he took a base job!
When we returned a firstclass Christmas dinner was
laid on for us all, and our thanks must go to the Messing
Officer and his staff for realising so much food at such short
notice. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and the party
ended with the usual singsong.
Next week Pte. Geering leaves us to go on demob, and
L/Cpl. Bailey sets out with the advance party. Best of luck
to you both! It will be our turn next!
Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5dM post free.

" D "

COMPANY

We start off the month a little sad as the Christmas
festivities are over. Though we are not as sad as might
be expected, for the New Year will bring us nearer home.
The latest date for the Bn.'s return is March 4th.
Most of Coy. H.Q. will not be going home with the
Bn. anyway. Cpl. 44 Um " Borrella, Ptes. "Boggy" Marsh
and 44 Spud " Murphy will be shortly sailing for the U.K.
and demob. Roll on February 12th.
Pte. 44 Boggy " can be seen daily sweeping the roadway
in front of H.Q. Basha. When asked what he is doing, he
will explain that he is getting practice at deck sweeping.
Christmas Day was celebrated in grand style on
December 26th.
The Band put in an appearance and
played before and during dinner.
After playing some hot music to the lads on the M.T.
square, they marched up to the Officers' Mess, with half
the camp following on behind playing the old Regimental
favourite, 44 We're a shower of
." They played a few
of the Christmas carols, and then proceeded to beat a
comic retreat, to everybody's amusement, including the
Commanding Officer.
All the Officers and Sgts. did their annual duty by
serving the dinner. Mr. Langhorne paid us a visit from
18 Inf. Bde. and was put to work serving.
The dinner served was an excellent one and our con
gratulations go out to the Cooks who put in a lot of
time and hard work preparing it.
The Camp photographer took photographs of the pro
ceedings and Mr. Craven had his work cut out dashing
back and forth trying to get his photo taken.
In the evening Coy. H.Q. had a little party in their
tent. Everything went off with a swing, with Cpl. Borrella
and Pte. 44 Blossom " Swaffer, the Coy. Odd Job Man, both
being more than slightly off the straight and narrow.
Pte. Judd disappeared for some time. What happened,
Don? Did you smell the bottle of whiskey or have one
over the two?
We take this opportunity to welcome Pte. Knights,
late of 12 Pl., who is taking over the arduous duties of
Coy. Clerk when Pte. Murphy leaves.
C.S.M. 44 Brumas " Jones, after such a short while in
the Coy., had to go on four days' recuperation leave. He
said that it was lumbago, but we have our own ideas.
L/Cpl. Melville flew home on Compassionate leave.
We sincerely hope he finds everything well when he arrives
home.
Pte. 44 Baldy " Sanders, the Coy. Arms Storeman, has
been walking about in a daze since someone told him he
was losing his hair. He must be worried because he even
massages his hair in his sleep.
We bring these notes to a close, wishing all past
members a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
44 The Indispensables."
11 Platoon
December's activities can be divided into three groups,
all of which have been unusually interesting: Operations,
preparations for the future, and, last but by no means least,
Christmas.
We began the month with several morning rubber
patrols, which only proved how hilly and unoccupied these
"outbacks" can be. Then with 12 Pl. and 7 Pl. we were
suddenly held as Brigade Reserve, and on the very sunny
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morning of Monday, December 6th, we all moved in trucks
to the C Coy., 4 Malay Camp, 50 miles east, at Triang.
There we spent a very pleasant week sun bathing, swim
ming, and resting, before moving into the jungle. Triang
district is absolutely flat, and 11 Pl. found it more pleasing
to the eye than all the previous areas we had served in—'
until we went " inside " the jungle. After three days we
found a bandit jungle clearing and cultivation as big as
two football pitches. Unfortunately, there were no inhabi
tants, but we enjoyed destroying the tapioca, melons and
beans.
Our Iban, Tuan, looted some delicious spring
onions, and Pte. Payne, 32, provided the day's laughter by
discovering, in no uncertain manner, a hole 18 ft. deep.
Recovering him was just as funny, but not so easy as
pulling up tapioca. After a further 10 days, another
march of five miles into the deep and two days patrolling,
we found Coy. H.Q. sitting on a pile of boxes and para
chutes. The date was December 23rd. At 0630 hrs. on
December 24th the Coy., led by 11 Pl., began the move
back to civilisation. We arrived at Triang at 1630 hrs.,
and by 2230 hrs. we pulled into our detachment at Sungie
Penjuring, to find a pile of mail, pay, and running water.
So ended our second long Op. of the season !
Meanwhile, L/Cpl. Matthews had passed out fifth on
his N.C.O.'s Cadre Course. He maintained his devotion
to duty on Christmas night by guarding C Coy.
Well
done! Ptes. Ryan and Davies, 96, are now on the next
Cadre, and we wish them both success now and in the
future.
The Pl. enjoyed Sunday routine on Christmas Day
and celebrated Christmas on Boxing Day. The usual tea
and rum at 0730 hrs. was appreciated, and followed at
1030 by a Christmas church service. At 1 p.m. we were
seated together in the dining hall, as our Pl. Sgt. and PL
Commander served us with a magnificent Christmas dinner,
for which we thank the Cooks most heartedly. The Char
wallah traded well with us in the evening, but the Cook
house " Running Buffet" ran out too quickly.
We welcome C.S.M. 44 Brumas " Jones to Dog Coy.,
and hope he will enjoy his stay with us. Morning muster
parades now keep us on our toes as we are smartening
ourselves up for Singapore, 44 home and beauty." May
the sharp end soon point homewards.
12 Platoon
Once again we put pen to paper to bring you news
of the Pl. for the month. On the Ops. side of things it
has been in and out for us, but the score remains the
same. We were hoping to get the 100 up before Christmas,
though.
We spent a nice week with the 4th Malay Regt. at
Mentakab doing nothing; we all thought we were going
straight in, but the Malays wanted to clear the area of all
bandits before giving us the All Clear.
We moved in early Monday morning, December 14th,
and were told we might be in for Christmas. In fact, we
managed to do the job we were sent out to do by the
24th, so out we came, with N.T.R.
We had 20 Map Squares to go through before we hit
the road.
Our PL Commander was seen looking at the map
before we moved off, and suddenly decided a helicopter
was the thing. Anyway, Sir, we hope you enjoyed the
(light out.
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I must mention the Op. was done as a Coy. Op., 11
and 12 Pins, with Coy. H.Q. Somebody was heard to say
that the Coy. Commander was too old to march out that
distance—so what about it, Mr. Craven?
We just got back to Coy, Base in time to take over
Guard and Duties for C and H.Q. Coys, (who are stationed
at Bentong) on the 25th.
Our Christmas Day was celebrated on the 26th (Boxing
Day). The Regtl. Band was in attendance throughout the
day, and, of course, the Officers and Sgts. did the annual
duties of serving dinner to the men.
The C.O. paid us a visit and was immediately put to
work serving. Well done, Sir!
The dinner was enjoyed by all, some were seen after
with whole carcases of turkey. Whether these came from
the cookhouse or the Kampong village nearby is a de
batable point.
The usual chaps were seen, i.e., non
drinkers, i.e., Pte. 44 H." and Meager were seen staggering
about after one bottle of Anchor (beer). Never mind,
Harris and Bob, we are glad to see you have gone back
to grapefruit and pineapple squashes.
We are sorry to have to say goodbye to Cpl. Carney
and Pte. Pinnegar, who have left us to join the AntiTank
Pl. Sp. Coy. We wish them the best of luck in their new
job. Mr. Craven has gone plane happy, instead of
boat happy, as he is due to fly home on the 1st January,
or is it a later date, Sir? He is also going to join the Anti
Tank Pl. as PL Commander, so we take this opportunity
to say au revoir and wish him all the best. 44 Wot, no
more marchin', Sir? "
We know now Sgt. Vine will be leaving to go on the
Advance Party to the U.K. in January. Sailing date so
far is the 20th. He was heard making funny noises, and
when asked what they meant, explained that they were
representing the train whistle of the train which he will
catch after getting off the boat (Train Happy.) Pte. 4 H."
(Harris) is also on the Advance Party. Never mind, 44 H.,"
we'll see you again in Blighty.
We also take this opportunity to say farewell to Pte.
Liddiard, who is Demob. Happy. He will be sailing on
the same boat as Sgt. Vine and 44 H." (H.T. Dunera).
Sport has been knocked on the head owing to Ops.,
but we hope to get some football in the near future.
With that we end this month's Q.O.G. notes, wishing
all past and present members of the Coy. a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The order for the PL battle order is: —
PL Comd.: Lt. Craven.
Pit. Sgt.: Sgt. Vine.
Sec. Cpls.: Cpl. Miller, Cpl. Chapman, L/Cpl.
Creamer.
44 Kampong Idiots."

SUPPORT COMPANY
The main event of December has, of course, been
Christmas. As we were duty Coy. over Christmas Day,
we held our festivities on Boxing Day. The coffee served
in bed by the Sgts. started what proved to be a very enjoy
able day. The band came to play for our Carol Service
in the morning and also during our excellent dinner.
A new AntiTank PL has been formed this month,
and we welcome all new members who have joined the
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Coy. for this purpose. Our best wishes for good shooting
when they begin their training in " Blighty."
A number of N.C.O.s have been attached to us during
the month to take part in a cadre, run by C.S.M. Watts
and Sgt. Heyfron.
On New Year's Day the Bn. made its century on the
bandit score, so we are now content to return home and
rest on our laurels.

Mortar Platoon
The Pl. now finds itself out on detachment again at
a small Kampong called Sungei Dua.
We are doing
Guards and gate checks only, so whenever anyone visits us
we are found on our beds. We had a smashing Christmas,
and our Cooks, Ptes. Cheeseman and Liddle, gave us two
44 Icky " Mead, newly christened by
excellent dinners.
himself, was under the weather the whole time. L/Cpl.
Beesles, Ptes. Kendall and the terrible 44 cadre twins
Tostevins " joined the PL 44 Mol " Beeslee and 44 Phebey "
Franklin are seen practising boat drills daily in readiness
for January 20th. No shoots have taken place during the
month, but the Mortars are still clean (?). We would like
to have more notes in our monthly Q.O.G., but our space
is being given to the M.G.s, our notes being thinned out
in the Coy. Office. (Note: This is a poor excuse, signed
Coy. Clerk.)
44 BiPod."

Sgt. Laming and L/Cpl. Hoffman, of Sp. Coy.,
in the jungle. Brewing up.
M.G. Platoon
The Pl. spent the first two weeks of the month on
detachment, in a deserted bungalow at Ginting Sempak,
on the PahangSelangor border. Most of the days were
spent on road patrols, while in the evenings everyone
strained their eyes trying to read by candlelight as there
was no electricity. Everyone was quite sad when C/Sgt.
" Buck" came up one morning to take us back to the
Coy. fold at S. Penjuring. During the journey back, about
a dozen of the charwallahs' crates of beer crashed to the
ground. It took all of the Platoon's will power not to
jump down and lap it up.
Christmas was celebrated on December 26th (accord
ing to Bn. H.Q., everyone could not have Christmas on the
same day, as Father Christmas would be a bit overworked).
The whole Christmas was a riotous affair. Sgt. Laming
makes a fine waiter, as the Pl. found out, when he not
only served the Pl. coffee in bed, but the Christmas dinner
as well. When Webster goes the way of all good Sgts.'
Mess Waiters, they won't have far to look for replacement.
The only thing that could be said for the evening meal
was "never before, with the possible exception of Sgt.
Blake's party, had so much been eaten in so little time, by
so few." The evening celebrations were held in the char
wallah's tent, and it's enough to say that all had a very
enjoyable time.
Since arriving back at S. Penjuring, the Pl. has been
engaged on rubber patrols, scattering leaflets, and doing
routine ambushes in the Bentong area.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Gill on getting his first
stripe and to Cpl. 44 Boat Happy" Kelly on getting his
second. Even now a few machinegunners can be seen
painting the magical letters U.K. upon their kitbags, as
they have only eight weeks to do.
44 Fireflies."

Band and Drums 44 Beat Retreat" at D and Sp.
Coys.' Christmas, S. Penjuring, Dec. 26th, 1953.

" H.O." COMPANY
Due to the enormous screed submitted by the Signal
Platoon this month our notes must be slightly curtailed.
We will, however, try to satisfy our readers' curiosity as
to what has happened in and around the Baron's Palace
this month.
First our hearty congratulations must go to all those
responsible for raising the Bandit Score to the century
mark. Who said 44 Now for the two hundredth ? "
The main event during the month has, of course, been
the celebration of Christmas, a celebration which seemed
as though it was never going to end. We will not bore
our readers with observations on the various departmental
parties as they will no doubt be fully reported on elsewhere.
All, however, were great successes if the amount of alcohol
consumed is any guide. There can be little doubt that
Christmas was greatly enjoyed by all and in the opinion
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of some of the older hands it was the best that the Bn. has
spent in Malaya, best also, no doubt, due to its being the
last.
The main thought in everyone's mind at the moment
is, of course, the departure of the Bn. to U.K. The Colour
Sgt. has been wrestling throughout the month with the
problem of fitting all sorts and conditions of men with
battle dress and appears to be winning at last. Packing
cases are very much in evidence everywhere and highly
decorated kitbags even more so.
Both the Company
Commander and the Signal Officer are in possession of
hour charts which tell the exact time till we arrive in
Southampton. These are studied frequently.
The C.S.M. having exhausted the local supply of
butterflies, has taken to capturing fiercer
beasts, in
particular an enormous spider which even frightened the
Adjutant when he came upon it unawares. We learn that
he hopes to ship this monster to England but doubt if he
can get it on board the ship.
Our last news this month, which really should go into
next month's notes, is that the Advance Party has left us
and by now are just about getting on board the boat. We
hope to be following them soon !
Signal Platoon
Of the many important signals events which have taken
place recently, the platoon's Christmas party stands out
prominently.
L/Cpls. O'Gorman, Towne, and Pte. Holt
had been observed for some time past holding conspiratorial
meetings in corners; and L/Cpl. O'Gorman conducted a
weekly raid after pay parade.
Nevertheless, on Boxing
Night they presented a superb display of solid refreshments,
quite apart from the main business of the evening. There
was a large gathering of signallers, many of whom had been
buried for months on detachments.
Pte. Pearce, as the
senior " young soldier " present, took the head of the table,
whilst Sgt. Stephenson became an abusive M.C. There
were speeches from signallers who had joined the platoon
at every stage, ending with Pte. Whyler, who was at that
moment waiting to start training.
The highlight of the
evening was the presentation of a miniature elephant to
our platoon commander, who cherished it fondly for the
rest of the evening.
Next morning, however, feeling in
a more thoughtful mood, he wondered if any insinuation
was intended.
Many officers were present, including the
Bn. 2nd i/c, our company commander and 2nd i/c, and
the M.T.O.
From all accounts, they enjoyed themselves
immensely, and we only hope that they did not become
bored with the repeated demonstrations of the slight
similarity between Pronto and his rubber elephant to which
they were treated.
Thereafter the fun waxed fast and
furious, under the inspired leadership of a normally quiet
signaller, who waltzed gracefully round the tent with a
glass which, like Elijah's pitcher of oil, was never empty.
During the evening he was heard asking for coffee, cheese
and tomato banjos, and a pink iced lollipop, and was
subsequently conducted to bed. We should like to express
our gratitude to L/Cpl. O'Gorman and his acolytes or
should one say anchorites?—for the great trouble they
went to, and the splendid array of drinks. When the party
ended, they were still steady of gait and clear of speech.
Now here, as they say, are the rest of the main news
items.
Six newly classified signallers arrived from
Wardieburn before Christmas and, according to custom,
were immediately despatched to detachments and opera
tion. Two of them, at the time of writing, are still out.

Sgt. Mills came with them, and at the same time Cpls.
Lockwood, Gooch, and L/Cpl. Lacey returned from the
F.T.C. to teach the new cadre the A.B.C. of signals. The
progress of the new cadre is followed almost as faithfully
as a Test match by many signallers, probably due to the
fact that not only an officer, but also a sergeant, are
undergoing the famous Voiee Procedure course, an
experience which even the hardiest signallers recall as being
somewhat similar to psychological treatment.
The
pedagogue, whose job it is to administer the treatment, is
renowned for his bedside manner : 44 Remember, early
days." The chief indignity suffered by these two illfated
gentlemen is linelaying.
Sgt. Mills has an unfortunate
knack of starting all linelaying exercises in front of the
signal office, where the usual crowd, finding something to
divert their attention from their usual birdwatching, are
treated to the unusual sight of a sweating officer and a
cursing sergeant feverishly digging trenches and draping
themselves gracefully round the branches of antinfested
trees, from which they immediately undrape themselves
with considerably less grace.
Meanwhile the rest of the
cadre prefer to swell the ranks of the onlookers rather than
assist the workers and relieve them of their embarrassment.
2Lt. Tarver and Sgt. Healey appear to suffer all this with
stoic indifference, and when they are both qualified R.S.I.s
we hope they will forgive their biographer if they ever
happen upon his identity.
During the first half of this month we lost Pte. Loewe,
who had joined C Coy. in an attempt to teach the 4th
Malay Regiment a little about the jungle. When he
returned, he looked even gaunter than usual, and gave us
a vivid description of a very harrowing experience.
Apparently a Malay treats voice procedure rather as a
joke, and a voice conversation usually ends up something
like an extract from Mrs. Dale's Diary.
Loewe's relief
at returning to a unit where signalling is allimportant
was manifested in a 5th of November way with a bonfire
in which, curiously, rather a large amount of Loewe's kit
found a place.
Pte. Dyer is at Sp. Coy. on an N.C.O.s cadre, tearing
his hair, polishing his boots and teaching all about the
Energa grenade, with considerable modesty and skill. Pte.
Jackson, preparatory to his return to England, has come
off the A Coy. detachment, and is now ticking off his
calendar in Bn. H.Q. Pte. Rosi has departed in his place,
having found the post of batman to the Signals Officer
too exacting.
L/Cpl. Towne and Pte. Fleetwood went on leave
together and returned just before Christmas, in good spirits,
enthusiastically raving over the quality of draft Tiger,
obtainable at the Britannia Club. Ptes. Smith and 44 Jungle "
Green have also been relaxing in Singapore. The latter,
after a mammoth op., was reported to have such a
generous growth that if he had become Pioneer Sergeant,
no one would have noticed. On the 44 Dollars for Discs"'
programme produced by Radio Malaya on Christmas and
New Year's Eve, Ptes. Skiggs and Franklin were heard on
the air requesting records on behalf of various people for
the most staggering amounts.
We suggest that General
Stockwell starts saving now, if he ever wishes to challenge
the Bn. again in a similar contest. It was a proud moment
for the Signal Platoon.
We were very sorry to see one of our Rear Link
operators, Sigm. Kenrick, desert us for the civilisation of
Kuala Lipis. We shall miss him very much, and his
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ability to send morse with a Geordie accent
In his place
we extend a welcome to Sigm. 44 Jock " Hamilton. So far,
efforts to persuade him to wear a kilt have failed, but
we feel that such an accent should not be clothed in long
trousers. We have also bidden a sad farewell to L/Cpl.
Kenyon, who for a long time, with the assistance of the
worthy Neale, fought a gallant but losing battle against
the scoutcar operators.
They must have mended every
19 set in the Bn, at least five times. Heaven alone knows
what Neale would have done without him.
Recently life has been very busy for our good friend
Mr. Leigh, the redheaded Acorn, as one of his colleagues
calls him.
He is dragged away from meals and out of
bed to find himself on the set at all hours of the day. A
helicopter is wanted here, an airdrop there and the
unfortunate Mr. Leigh finds himself hard pressed to provide
for the never ending wants of the junglebashers.
No
wonder then, he is sometimes heard to express his
grievances in somewhat strong terms.
The honour of signalling the hundredth bandit fell
to Pte. Taylor, one of the newer members of the platoon.
It came as an unexpected New Year's gift, and we hope it
helped to make up for the fact that he, in the company
of Pte. Haney, spent both Christmas and New Year in the
jungle. It provided the most satisfactory conclusion that
Christmas and these notes could possibly have.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
We start these notes by wishing everyone in the Regt.
and both our readers a very Happy New Year.
During the past month we have been doing our share
of operations. As well as doing normal patrols we have
been doing road patrols, which make a change.
At the beginning of the month we were all pleased
to see Cpl. Lloyd, John Yates and Alec Wright arrive back
from hospital; they managed to get a few days' light duties,
then Cpl. Lloyd had another week's " scive" as C.O.S.
Norman Hay ward has just returned to the Pl. after a
month's " swar " as Sgts.' Mess Waiter.
We have had some promotions in the Pl. during the
month. L/Cpl. Sharp has now reached the great heights
of Cpl. and a dhobi mark has now appeared on the arm
of John Yates. To both we say congratulations and well
done.
The Christmas holiday was welcomed by all. Our
Christmas Day was on December 26th, but it made no
difference to the spirit of the Pl., who all enjoyed the coffee
in bed.
Naturally, the Christmas dinner was the main
event of the day. The table was spread over with nuts,
sweets, cigarettes, etc. No names, but certain members of
the PL were seen to be a bit shaky on their legs during
the holiday, but who can blame them?
New Year's Eve was also spent in a very merry way
and we were treated to an unexpected and rehearsed choral
rendering of 44 Auld Lang Syne."
Well, this will have to be all for this month, so cheerio
for now.
"The Lionhearts."
AntiTank Platoon
Well, readers, the A.Tk. PL has just started up again,
and it was raised by drafts found from the rifle companies.
The boys are all getting "boat happy," as we will be
sailing for England on January 20th, which is in 15 days'
time. Then we will start our training.

For the last three weeks the Pl. have been getting up
at 3.30 a.m., running gate checks at Bentong. Match sticks
have been required to keep eyelids open!
Our Pl. Sgt. is Fischer (" Muchy"), who has come
from 9 PL, C Coy., to which he was posted when the Pl.
first ran down. But he will soon be flying home, so we
will not see him for a few weeks.
44 Big Burtha."

SERGEANTS' MESS
This month has been very quiet as most of the
celebrities of the Mess have been on leave and other
members on protracted patrols.
The highlight of the month has been Christmas and
the two Coys, here in Bentong did eventually manage to
provide some men to be served Christmas dinner by the
Officers and 44 Woes and Joes."
The dinner was served
in accordance with the best traditions of the service,
despite the rain and the advent of the Medical Officer
who insisted on performing an F.F.I, on the turkey.
The Mess had Christmas dinner in the evening, which
was most enjoyable and afterwards entertained the
Officers.
A very enjoyable Christmas indeed for those fortunate
enough to be in Bentong to enjoy it. Now we must hasten
to pack up the property because the ship is almost on the
horizon.
THE CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY
In spite of a heavy downpour of rain the Children's
Christmas Party, held at H.Q., Malaya, on Dec. 18th, was
a great success. The hall looked gay with a huge Christmas
tree, palms, flags and balloons and the tables were
attractively decorated by N.A.A.F.I. The finishing touch
was given by the crackers, all carrying the Regimental
badge.

Father Christmas arriving.
The weather was fine when the mothers and children
first arrived, most of them in the Somerset Light Infantry
bus which had been hired for the occasion, so that full use
was made of the swings and slides outside the hall.
A
very good tea was provided by N.A.A.F.I. and all enjoyed
the Christmas cakes which had been presented for the party.
It was very pleasant to see General Oliver taking a quick
cup of tea with the wives, between his many duties, and
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Bandsman Adams surrounded by an admiring crowd.
he enjoyed with the rest the sight of the children being
entertained by Bandsman Adams.
Just before Father Christmas was expected there was
a typical Malayan shower so that his arrival was somewhat
delayed. However, Mr. Watkins and the Band, who had
played a very enjoyable selection of Carols and Nursery
Rhymes, inspired the children to some energetic Musical
Bumps to keep them happy.
The rain cleared and led
by the Band the children all trooped out to meet Father
Christmas, who arrived in a very remarkable sledge and
was greeted with great excitement.
Father Christmas
(alias Sgt. Gordon) gave each child a present from the gaily
wrapped pile at the foot of the tree, while N.A.A.F.I. stood
by with ice cream for all of them.
When Father
Christmas had been seen off again to his Pahang hideout
mothers collected their cheerful children together with a
packet of toffees and a balloon and went happily home.

Some of the guests and helpers.
*
A business college recently displayed a poster offering
" A Short Course in Accountancy for Women."
It has now been withdrawn. Someone wrote across it,
in a bold masculine hand, "There is no accounting for
women."
*

*

*

*

Reporting a near fatality a Kansas newspaper stated
the story this way : 44 The woman was overcome by gas
while taking a bath, but owes her life to the watchfulness of
the janitor."

H.O.

HE month has been notable for the
rather sad reason that we have, with
great regret, had to say farewell to some
very old friends and staunch supporters of
the Bn. In the early part of 1948, C.S.M.
C. Woolley came to us as C Coy. P.S.I.
and C.S.M. A. Wilson came to us as A Coy.
P.S.I., both of them have now left us on
retirement from the Army, whilst Sgt. R.
Payne, of C Coy.; Sgt. G. Wood, of H.Q. Coy.; C.S.M. C.
Buck and Sgt. R. Tedman, of D Coy.; have now come to
the end of their long, valuable and, we hope, happy service
with the Bn.
C.S.M. Woolley is not far away since he has been
appointed C.S.M. of Tonbridge School C.C.F., with a view
to taking over R.S.M. in a few years. We hope we shall
continue to see a lot of him in the years to come. C.S.M.
Wilson has started work with the AngloIranian Oil Com
pany at the Isle of Grain Refinery and we hope that he, too,
will be able to come and see us sometimes.
A farewell party was held in their honour at A Coy.
Drill Hall on 2nd January, 1954, and members of the Depot
Sgts'. Mess were among the guests. We should like to
thank them all for the splendid work they have put in for
the Bn. in the past and wish them the very best of good
fortune for the future.
We are also very sorry to have to report that our good
friend and hardworking Chief Clerk, Jack Breaden, is, for
the first time in living memory, away from work due to
illness. Following on an attack of flu', from which he
insisted on returning to work before he had fully recovered,
he was again taken ill with what has since been diagnosed
as a duodenal ulcer. We wish him a speedy return to full
health. Whilst he is away, the many duties and responsi
bilities of Head Clerk will be in the capable hands of our
Orderly Room Sgt., Sgt. Ken Passey.
For 44 technical reasons beyond our control" the report
of the Officers' Christmas cocktail party failed to appear in
last month's notes. This highly popular annual function
was held in the Officers' Mess at Bank Street on the 19th
December. Despite appalling weather and road conditions,
some ninety Officers and their ladies attended; all were
agreed that it was one of the best parties ever. As usual,
our Mess Staff are to be congratulated on their very con
siderable contribution to the success of the party. This year
they were resplendent in red full dress uniform, which, in
view of due threats from Ordnance, have since been
returned. We hope, however, to get a further loan for our
next major function, when we welcome their 1st Bn. home
from Malaya on about the 27th of March. Amongst the
guests who attended the party were the following :—
The Chairman of the Tonbridge Urban District Council
and Mr. Salmon, Brig, and Mrs. Harold Brown,
Brig, and Mrs. Ballard, Col. and Mrs. Nash,
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Andrews, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Warner, Maj. and Mrs. Moss, Maj. and Mrs.
Blaxland, Maj. and Mrs. LauderBird, Mr. and
Mrs. Breaden, Maj. Elmslie, Maj. Stocker, Mr.
Geoffrey Howlett, Mr. Phil. Goodwin, and Mr.
Karl Beale.
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Although we did not realise it at the time, we were, in
fact, bidding farewell to our Brigade Commander, Brig.
J. A. W. Ballard, D.S.O., O.B.E. His posting as B.G.S. at
War Office came as a complete surprise. We extend our
best wishes and sincere thanks to him for all he has done
for the Bn. and for his sympathetic understanding of the
many and varied problems peculiar to the T.A. We extend,
also, a warm welcome to our new Brigade Commander,
Brig. C. S. Cox, O.B.E., who arrives from Germany towards
the end of February. In the meantime, we feel in a very
strong position, since our Commanding Officer, Col.
Jackson, is acting as Brigade Commander.
Ninteenfiftyfour is, in fact, a time of great change
for the Bn. Apart from the departures already reported,
we shall soon be losing Col. Jackson, Maj. Coombes, Maj.
Blake, Capt. Macmillan and Maj. Blaxland, our B.M.
During the month we were honoured by a visit from
our new G.O.C., Maj.Gen. R. C. M. King, D.S.O., O.B.E.,
who inspected the Avebury Avenue, Bank Street and Union
Street T.A. Centres. Due to the unavoidable absence of
the C.O., at War Office, the G.O.C. was met and escorted
by the Adjutant, Capt. Macmillan, who rose from his sick
bed, where he had been confined for the morning with
flu', to carry out this duty. Impressed, possibly by the
Adjutant's unaccustomed pallor, the G.O.C. enquired
.whether it was true that T.A. Adjutants were badly over
worked. Secure in the knowledge that he would be leaving
in a couple of months or so, the Adjutant replied with great
honesty that things could be worse ! Rex Shearburn, please
note.
As always at this time of the year, the Coys, have been
holding their children's Christmas parties, and, as usual,
they have been strongly supported by swarms of delighted
children : " Is this what you always do when you go off
to drill nights, daddy ? " No comment.
On Sunday, the 10th January, a most successful day's
training was held at Montreal Park for Junior N.C.O.s
and Potential N.C.O.s. It was, in fact, the first of six
periods of the " Junior and Potential N.C.O.s' Cadre."
Whilst the number that turned up was not 100 per cent,
the attendance was encouraging, and everyone thought that
the day's training was very good value. This was borne out
by requests for more days like it; this we shall try to fit in
as soon as we can.
Since " your scribe " has already overrun his allotment
of space, we conclude this month's Bn. H.Q. notes with the
latest report on the Bn. football team by Sgt. Ken Passey.
We have at last hit the headlines of the local Press,
when last week we beat Tonbridge Y.M.C.A., nine goals
to three—our first win since goodness knows when.
We have played only three matches since last reporting,
as we thought it would be wise to lay off over the Christmas
period so that Denny Maynard, of Sp. Coy. could enjoy his
liquor without having to worry about running it off after
wards, which is more often than not the case on Saturday
afternoons.
Of the three games played we lost two and won one, the
latter being largely due to the return to the team of C.S.M.
" Bill" Holdsworth, who scored five of the nine goals.
This week we have arranged a friendly with the
" Princess Christians' Home," which is a hospital for
mentally defective people, and we have heard rumours that
the whole crowd occasionally join in on the game if the male
nurses don't keep a close watch on them. I'm wondering if
we will be successful in bringing all our chaps back without

some of them being raked inside as inpatients. However,
we are looking forward to the experience with mixed feel
ings; as far as football is concerned, they will probably lick
us hollow. Still, we shall see.
Unfortunately, for the timebeing, our much looked
forward to whist drives have been suspended. We are at
the moment trying to find an evening when the Drill Hall
is not in use by either H.Q. Coy., the W.R.A.C., or Cadets,
and also trying to fit a night when there are no other attrac
tions on in the town.
It will be a great pity if we have to give up our whist
drives, as we benefit from them in many more ways than
one.
After this week we look forward to a very intensive
league programme and we are hoping that we will have
better luck in the coming few weeks than we have had in
the past. The league table, as far as we are concerned, is
now as follows :—

P.

W.

L.

D. FOR. AGST. PTS.

4/5th R.W.K. . . 10
2
7
1
36
58
5
Not too good, is it ? Let's try to make that look a little
better before the end of the season, chaps !
K.G.P.

"A"

COMPANY

Christmas has come and gone now, even the bills
are paid and vehicles, old and new, are retaxed. The
generous offering of Christmas present quality cigarettes
has come to a close. New Year resolutions are in the air
and will remain in force for the better half of this month,
before going up in smoke. If the Canteen Committee repre
sentatives look at all furrowed about the brow, it is rather
the imminence of the children's party than an abstemious
A Coy.
On 10th January, out of their winter hibernation, were
called the National Service Junior N.C.O.s to take part in
the Bn. Cadre Course at Montreal Park. The weather was
against anything but " wrapped" attention and the warmth
of the lecture hall was certainly appreciated between spells
" on the ground." Cpl. Cavanagh stood out as a keen
student among the volunteers present. Our P.S.I., Sgt.
Garrett, undertook his share of the instructing and at one
stage concealed himself as successfully as an abominable
snowman in the Himalayan Mountains !
Heading our " New Year Honours List" is C.S.M.
Clegett, who we congratulate on his promotion, and on his
ably taking over the post lately relinquished by the inimit
able C.S.M. "Tug" Wilson. We were pleased to receive
L/Cpl. Long's photos from last year's Camp featuring our
hardwon trophy; an encouraging glance over our shoulder
as we enter the New Year.
On behalf of the Coy. Commander, Capt. J. L. Large,
we thank all who sent us their good wishes and wish all our
friends the best of luck and prosperity in 1954.
" Able Able."
Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G/' to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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" B " COMPANY
Soft lights and sweet music proclaimed the fact that on
New Year's day we were running our Christmas dance.
Despite the fact that many of us had seen in the New Year
(some claimed to have seen two), everyone was in fine fettle
and, as ever, it seemed that the dance was only just warming
up when the last waltz came—hours too soon. Our M.C.,
Edgar Pennells, did a noble job luring the inevitable nucleus
out of the bar onto the floor, but one suspects that, like
your correspondent and the rifle bolt, they move more
rhythmically and smoothly after slight lubrication. The
evening was voted a great success by all who attended and
we were only sorry that more National Servicemen did not
manage to get along.
The dance was followed next day by our annual
children's party. Unfortunately, a thick fog decided to
blanket St. Mary Cray that afternoon and it kept many of
the youngsters away, but about 15 braved it and sat down
to the spread. It was not long before the table tennis balls
were being used as footballs and other games had been
abandoned in favour of the ageold " he." This latter proved
to be more congenial to the younger generation's digestion
than to the adults'. Our thanks are due to the wives of
several of our members and to all the others who helped to
make both functions go with a swing.
Last weekend several of our N.C.O.s and Potential
N.C.O.s began their Cadre at Montreal Park. Among the
uniforms, one figure in civilian clothes was conspicuous,
which brings us to the sad story of Cpl. Lynch. There is no
doubt that the uniform fitted him quite well when he left
Camp, but he must have had it in a damp cupboard, for
when he came to put it on it had shrunk considerably—or
so it appeared.
Finally, we should like to offer our sincerest congratu
lations and best wishes to Lt. " Mike" Clements and
his fiancee on their recent engagement.
" Busy Bee."

" D " COMPANY
The poets are able to do justice, even to the month of
December, but this scribe will not attempt such a feat.
Rather we will precis the events, such as they were, by
repeating what is already known—the month of hibernation,
of parties and dances, Christmas and thoughts of a New
Year—and speaking of the New Year—whatho for
Aldershot !
Some consolation though. It does appear that we shall
be a selfcontained unit this year, instead of being at the
receivingend of the long, long pipeline of orders and
counterorders, plans and otherwise, which always come to
pass when the superhigh command is involved.
Plans are well in hand for the N.C.O.s' Cadre, which
will provide the firm base for the Coy. plot to become
Champion Coy. one again. We have all the makings, and it
is just a question of combining the ingredients to produce
the result.
Finally, our farewells and best wishes to C.S.M. Buck
and Sgt. Tedman. And so to more hibernation and more
sleep.

REGIMENTAL
APPOINTMENT
-

PURCELL'S (Maidstone)

.

have been appointed as
Tailors and Outfitters to the
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment
We will gladly give our Services
to the Regiment and trust that
members of the Regiment will
call and see us when in Maidstone

PwrcM

(MAIDSTONE)

12 MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
TELEPHONE
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REGIMENTAL
DEPOT
LL at the Depot were very pleased to hear the news that
A
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B.E., O.B.E., has been
appointed G.O.C., Berlin. We are looking forward to seeing

hinLat the Depot shortly, on his return from Malaya.
Two Honorary members of the Officers' Mess appeared
in the New Year's Honours List: Commander J. H.
Fordham, who is head of the Kent County Fire Services,
got the C.B.E., and Lt.Col. H. M. Gray, who Commands
Tonbridge School C.C.F., was awarded the O.B.E. We
congratulate them both. We also congratulate Maj. B. A.
Pond on being awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.
Maj. Pond leaves the Army very shortly now, and he has
secured a job in Maidstone. He has promised to come in
and referee all boxing matches at the Depot for the next
ten years !
Our Recruit Squad at the Depot doing normal basic
training is Ferozeshah, under Sgt. Bradshaw. They are in
their sixth week of training and at the moment have
achieved better results on their rifle and L.M.G. Course,
Part I, than any other squad for the past two years.
Peninsular Squad, under Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, M.C.,
and Sgt. Knight, are doing advanced training, and is com
pletely composed of Regulars who have completed their
recruit training and who are awaiting the arrival home of
the Bn. It appears at the moment that, including 18
Regulars now with the Royal Sussex, we shall have about
60 Regulars to hand over to the Bn. on its return to
Maidstone.
Peninsular Squad, under its Pl. Commander, and quite
a number of " hangers on," spent an interesting morning at
" Style and Winch Brewery." They were conducted round
the entire brewery and saw, in detail, beer brewed and
bottled. At the completion of the tour they were allowed
to do some sampling.
Alas, we have to report the loss of the Ritz Cinema.
It vanished overnight last month. It was one of the most
spectacular fires seen for many months around here and in
spite of the wonderful work by Commander Fordham and
his boys, who prevented the fire from spreading to other
buildings, nothing but the front wall remains.
This month we ran a course for members of the Com
bined Cadet Force and the numbers attending were most
satisfactory considering the course was voluntary. Brig.
L. F. E. Wieler came down and addressed the boys at the
end of the course. A weekend course was put on for
members of the Home Guard, this being one of a series of
weekends devoted to Home Guard training. From the
teachers' point of view, these Home Guard courses are
rather fun, seldom do we see such keen and interested
classes.
Lt. N. N. G. Maw and Cpl. Dunk are to be congratu
lated on becoming Army referees at soccer, and Mr.

Goodwin and R.S.M. Hayley have qualified as firstclass
hockey umpires.
On Wednesday, 20th January, we said farewell to
" The Queen's," who left Invicta Lines for Malaya. We
shall miss them as we have had some good parties with
them, including hockey, soccer and shooting matches. They
have taken much trouble over tidying up the Lines, which
had become very overgrown and untidy since the departure
two years ago of the Royal Engineers.
Our crosscountry running team is in great form, train
ing hard for the Home Counties District Championship on
10th February, 1954, at Shorncliffe. Our first match was
against R.A.F., West Mailing. Unfortunately, they had, at
the last moment, to run without a full team. However,
Pte. Rossiter was first man home, L/Cpl. Coleman was
second and Pte. May third. All three men arrived back
with cups. On 30th January, we have a dress rehearsal
against the Maidstone Harriers and Gravesend. C.S.M.
Dowsing, the old Army runner, is team coach and may
possibly run.
The Depot 22 team scored 1,375 in the Regimental
Depot Smallbore Shoot, a NonCentral A.R.A. match.
L/Cpl. Buss, one of our exCadets, now an instructor here,
scored 94 and an 88, for which we would like to offer our
congratulations.
R.S.M. Hayley was our secondtop
scorer. The team has practised regularly and hard, and we
owe a debt of thanks to C.S.M. Dowsing.

SERGEANTS'

MESS

HE monthly Mess meeting was held early in the month
T
to tie up details of the various 'activities we had before
us in the New Year. The first of which was a Mess outing

with families and friends to Bertram Mills' Circus at
Olympia, on Wednesday, 6th January. A 32seater coach
left Barracks at 2.15 p.m. with all the necessary victuals
and liquid refreshments on board and we made very good
going, which allowed for light refrshments and distribution
of sandwiches, fruit, etc., on arrival, and in good time to get
to our seats before the 5 p.m. performance began. This was
a special showing for the Army and was very well supported.
The entertainment lasted some twoandthreequarters of
an hour and was excellent. As agreed, we did not stay long,
but on returning to the coach the remainder of refreshments
were distributed and disposed of and we were soon on our
way back, leaving about 9.10 p.m. in sleety snow. We were
soon making good time, when, most unfortunately, the coach
had to be stopped as the younger ones had 'bus sickness.
A few minutes in the cool air soon revived them. We
eventually arrived back in Barracks around 10.30 p.m., in
time for a drink before all went their various ways.
Our next affair was to entertain our opposite members
of The Queen's Royal Regiment from Invicta Lines to a
social and games evening. This took place on Wednesday,
13th January, and was in the form of a farewell party. The
Queen's had only been stationed in the Lines for two months
and by the time they had got their disembarkation, Xmas
and embarkation leave in, we had not seen a great deal of
them. It was most unfortunate that they did lay on a dance,
but owing to other activities only a couple of our members
were able to attend. But to revert to our evening. On
browsing over the results sheet of the various games played,
I find that we managed a great win by 12 points to 10.
Details of the results being (each game counting two points):
Darts—Q.O. 4, Q.R.R. 2; crib. Q.O.2, Q.R.R. 2; whist—
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Q.Q. 2, Q.R.R. 2; snooker—Q.O. 2, Q.R.R. 4; and, of course,
" tipit"—Q.O. 2, Q.R.R. 0. This was very gratifying in
view of the strength of the opposition—our Mess mustered
14 (excluding two stalwarts who served behind the bar) to
our opponents' approx. 50. The O.R.Q.M.S., after giving
an excellent display of the craft of snooker (as partner with
the R.S.M.), played an atrocious final shot with the black a
gameshot, when he, at, etc.
after very much agitation
and keeping our opponents on tenterhooks, did completely
and hopelessly miscue, thereby giving our visitors an easy
win. However, he made due compensation by his clever
" tipit" play, when he absolutely refused to have anything
to do with the piece. In any case, this made the game very
interesting and allowed " The Queen's " to actually draw
level with us in " tipit" points. But once again we had
great faith in our worker, who managed easily to obtain
gamepoints, which, incidentally, gave us match points. This
brought an excellent evening to a close and with bidding
farewells and the best of luck, " The Queen's " were on their
way. No doubt they will remember the evening for many
moons. It should be mentioned that C.S.M. Dowsing and
S.I. Tarpley (A.P.T.C.) had taken part, during the afternoon,
in a crosscountry team race versus the R.A.F. in atrocious
weather—it simply teemed down the whole of the afternoon,
Reg. was a bit stiff in the evening, but many members,
particularly those of the 2nd Bn. will be pleased to know
he can still keep his place in the team.
On the morning of the 19th January, the R.S.M.,
together with the Officers, were present at Maidstone West
Station to bid " The Queen's " " Godspeed and safe return."
We are indeed sorry their stay was so brief. We shall soon
now be welcoming our own from Malaya, the advance party
being expected around 16th/17th February, and the main
body towards the end of March.
An invitation was received from the Corporals of the
Regimental Depot to their Initiation Dance, which was held
on 22nd January. All members attended what proved to
be a pleasant evening. Once again the services of Puppeteer
Michael Buckmaster were procured to entertain the many
present with his cabaret by puppets. This was, of course,
one of the highlights of the evening. The Corporals are to
be congratulated on their efforts.
Notification was also received during the month of the
introduction of a distinctive Regular Army tie for wear with
civilian clothes by Regular Army personnel. These will
shortly be available from military tailors, outfitters and the
N.A.A.F.I., in two qualities—one silk and the other rayon.
These will look very attractive in the N.A.A.F.I. Restaurant
hanging beside laces, leather, soldiers', for the use of. It
is not yet known what system will be devised to decide if
you are Regular Soldier, Volunteer or otherwise—if you
decide to buy the new tie.
We welcomed to the Mess early in the month, Sgt,
Elliott (R.A.P.C.), fresh from Pay Duties' Course. All our
pay troubles are now over and we should be able to get as
much pay as we like and when we like. Sgt. Dawson and
Sgt.Instr. Tarpley (A.P.T.C.) and Armourer Sgt.
Stubbington (R.E.M.E.) have all now returned from leave;
the former both made a scoop and managed 28 days*
Renleave over and above their normal allowance for the
year. As the month draws to an end, the O.R.Q.M.S. seems
very, very pleased and " Bolo " (" Hup the Gills ") Manson
has been rather subdued—his team has let him down badly
in the New Year and the O.R.Q.M.S. is beginning to show
much profit. C/Sgt. 44 Sammy " Ringe even fell for the dope
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one week and 44 Schooly " Trengrove came in for a couple
of bob. (44 Set 'em alight.")
Sgt. Knight has started packing his household effects
preparatory to his move overseas. At the moment the unit
to which he is to be posted has not been decided. S.I.
Tarpley will soon be moving into married quarters and Sgt.
Elliott will do so in the not too distant future. Sgt. Daniels
has put in for the balance of leave due to him before he
proceeds on discharge in the Spring.
A couple of members were very pleased to know the
44 Mister " had sent a card and letter to Regimental Head
quarters. No doubt he will be getting a 44 fanmail" from
many exmembers of the 1st Bn. who knew him.
On 29th January we have a social date with the Maid
stone Branch of The Old Contemptibles' Association. This
has been long outstanding and we are looking forward to
a visit to their Association H.Q. for a social and games
evening. Hope to report favourably on this in our next
issue. Our next very important date is Thursday, 18th
February, 1954, when we shall be entertaining the Officers
following a return smallbore match.
We were glad to see the Medicalman (unattached) (Sgt.
Major Bob Baker, R.A.M.C.) around again, having returned
for recuperative leave with his spouse. The West Coast
cannot be too bad if they want to go back. They both
certainly look very fit and well.
Our greatest disappointment during January, of course,
has been the second innings of our Test Team in the West
Indies. Less said the better; just too bad.
44 McCartney."

TOBY.

the hallmark' of
fine Beer
The famous Charrington range :

ROYAL TOBY

-

Extra strong Pale Ale for the
Great Occasion

TOBY ALE

-

A full strength Pale Ale of
matured flavour

PALE ALE

-

A fine sparkling
Light Ale

PUNCH STOUT

-

A special Stout—
not too bitter .., not too sweet

ANCHOR STOUT

-

Rich and
full bodied

BROWN ALE

-

Brewed to combine
sweetness and character

BARLEY WINE

-

A strong Dark Ale
of superb quality

TOBY LAGER

-

A true Pilsen-type beerbest served cold

CHARRINGTON & CO. LTD., Anchor Brewery, LONDON, E.I
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THE OLD WITCH DOCTOR
(Reproduced by kind permission of the Editor, " The Eagle.")

S I approached, his long emaciated figure rose slowly
A
from the foot of the tree where he was resting. His
legs, no thicker than sticks, seemed scarcely capable of sup

porting even his slight weight. Every rib of his body stood
out with startling distinctness and his arms, nothing but bone
and whipcord, hung far down his withered thighs to his
clawlike hands. From under a shock of matted hair his
beady eyes peered out at me, clear and bright. Very little
of what went on around him was missed by those shrewd
eyes. He was so old and feeble that he could not walk and
had ridden in from his dwelling on a distant ridge on a tiny
pony as scraggy and dilapidated as his rider. How is could
succeed in carrying him all that way along the rocky paths
down the sides of the steep hills and then back again was
one of the miracles daily performed by Nigerian ponies.
The old man, accompanied by his " Chief of Staff "
had ridden in to salute me when I was staying at a Mission
in the wilds of Nigeria. He had learnt through his innumer
able channels of information that a stranger had arrived
and was full of curiosity to see what the stranger was like
and whether there would be anything—tobacco or even a
little money—to be got out of him. As a matter of fact, he
pouched a shilling from me and it was well worth it.
He wore a goatskin over his shoulders and his middle
was festooned with a collection of little bags made from the
skins of the animals killed by the members of his com
munity, who had to give the skins of all the animals they
killed to him. In them he carried his "medicines" mixed
with snuff and other odds and ends. He offered me snuff
from one of the bags, but, with the best intentions, I was
unable to raise even the ghost of a sneeze. He evidently
seemed to think that this was casting aspersions on the
quality of his snuff.
His " Chief of Staff " was a much younger man, whose
vigorous athletic frame was well able to clamber up and
down the steep paths to the hills among which his tribe
had their dwelling, strongly fortified against raids of the
oldtime slave raiders from the coast. His was the task of
ferreting out all information regarding strangers passing
through the district and to keep his master posted to date
on everything that went on for miles around. He combined
the duties of Intelligence Officer and Chief Spy with his
other duties.
The office of witch doctor does not of necessity pass
from father to son; the witch doctor will select the most
suitable young man and train him as his disciple to succeed
him when he departs to the other world. He is thoroughly
well trained in his duties and the information he has gained
while serving the witch doctor stands him in good stead
when he succeeds to the office.
We chatted for some time through an interpreter as
I could only talk a little Hausa and they could only speak
their own tribal language of Yergum of which I knew
nothing. He told me a good deal about the people of the

district and the trouble he had to deal with the witches,
both men and women, who, he assured me, had the power
to turn themselves into hyaenas and to kill their human
enemies. His duty was to protect the people against witch
craft. Should anyone suffer from disease or some calamity,
it was regarded as a matter of course that the calamity was
caused by some evil spirit and the witch doctor would be
called in to find out which particular devil had caused the
mischief and then to drive it away, for which, naturally, he
received ^payment, usually in the form of a number of goats.
Should the malady continue after his administrations, it
was evidently the fault of the victim in not paying him
enough goats. As the witch doctor is the only one who can
exorcise evil spirits which haunt and molest the people,
he has the monopoly of the business and, thanks to the
gross superstition of the people, he makes a very good thing
out of it. Some devils are stronger than others and conse
quently greater efforts must be put forth by the witch
doctor and, naturally, a larger fee must be paid.
The pagan tribes of Nigeria live under an intolerable
burden of terror from devils which haunt their lives. The
witch doctors have such a hold on the minds of the people
as being the only protection possible against devils that they
can, and often do, demand gifts of goats whenever they will
on the threat of bringing dire calamity on the head of the
victim should he dare to refuse payment. Women are
especially liable to be blackmailed in this manner for the
witch doctor will threaten to bring all sorts of illness on the
children, or perhaps he will declare that the woman will
be barren unless he receives the full score of goats that he
demands. It is cheaper in the long run to pay up, for
refusal will undoubtedly be followed by some disaster
brought about by the witch doctor or his assistant.
The spread of Christianity is reducing the power of the
witch doctor and in districts where the natives are becom
ing Christians the witch doctors are hard put to it to make
a living. In some regions they try to get the converts into
trouble with the authorities in order to discourage them
from becoming Christians, but they see that their day is
done and their power leaving them never to return.
My friend the witch doctor said farewell, clambered
on his pony and departed, his assistant trotting at his side.
I watched them wending their way up the mountain path
till a fold in the hill hid them from view. Humbug ?
Charlatan ? Possible, but there was an undoubted power
about the old man and it was easy to believe the hold he
had over the minds of the people.
He returned a few days later and presented me with his
mask, made of plaited grass covered with red berries which
concealed his head entirely. It had holes for the eyes and
ears and I have it now among my collection of curios from
all parts of Africa. It is a striking trophy and reminds me
of the old witch doctor whenever I look at it. I wonder
where he is now ?
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NOTED

FARMER & BROWN ALES.
Agents for—

Queen's Own Royal West

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS

Kent Regiment

Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand

Specially Appointed to The

Price List on application. All goods delivered.
Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE
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HE usual monthly meeting was held at Branch Head
quarters on Friday, 8th January, 1954, Mr. S. J. Terry
being in the Chair.
I am sorry to say that the meeting was not as well
attended as we had hoped, but this was, no doubt, due to
the aftermath of the Xmas festivities, when pockets are
considerably lighter and sore heads are only just beginning
to get well again. One of the most noticeable absentees was
Mrs. Dickie Hale, who had most unfortunately broken her
wrist. On behalf of us all, I wish you a speedy recovery,
Mrs. Dickie, and hope to see you again in the very near
future.
Nevertheless, the meeting went off quite successful, the
usual stalwarts were on parade and an enjoyable evening
was had by all.
This was our last meeting at " The Prince of Wales,"
Forest Hill, and it is with deep regret that we say " Cheerio "
to our host and friend, Mr. Balcam, for during our stay
there we have all been made extremely welcome and have
received the utmost hospitality, and I take this opportunity,
on behalf of the Catford Branch, of expressing our sincere
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Balcam, not forgetting the very
cheerful staff, too, and to assure them that should any of us
be in the vicinity of " The Prince of Wales " during " open
ing time," we shall pop in to pay our respects.
We are an expanding Branch and have had to make
this move solely because we need more accommodation,
especially when we get a bumper attendance, and although
we are moving, we are still and shall always be The Catford
and District Branch of the Past and Present Association.
Commencing with our meeting in February, 1954, our
new Headquarters will be at the Drill Hall, Parish Lane,
Penge, S.E., when we are looking forward to a long and
pleasant stay.
I think I may safely say that this is now our permanent
Headquarters, for we have been assured by Maj. Wood,
O.C., D Coy., 4/5th Bn., that we shall be very welcome and
that we shall receive every cooperation, and I can assure
Maj. Wood that the boys of the old brigade will cooperate
in every way with him and all of the Penge Detachment, and
we are looking forward to many enjoyable evenings at
Penge.
We are also hoping to increase our membership, for I
am sure there are many who live in the Penge area who will
join us in our new home.
I would also like to remind those of our readers, who
may belong to a Bn. or Coy. reunion association, that we
should be honoured by your membership should you desire
to belong to your Regimental Association, thus helping to
keep up the old traditions of our Regiment
" Esjtee."
NOTICE
As from our next Meeting, on February 12th, our
Headquarters will be at the T.A. Centre, Parish Lane, Penge,

O

UR monthly meeting was held on January 4th. Among
those present were Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
" Jerry " Paice, Messrs. Davison and A. S. Smith.
A minute's silence was observed in memory of the
following old comrades who have recently died : Capt.
Durdant Hollamby, William Guyon, Capt. Hartree and Mr.
E. C. Smith. The Branch extends its sympathy to the
relatives of the deceased.
A new member was enrolled in Alf Gunn, who joined
the 4th Volunteer Bn. in 1900, his number being 14. He
also served in the 5th Bn.
The Branch received Christmas cards from Frank
Sutton, now in Canada, and the Maidstone, Gravesend and
Catford Branches.
The booby prize—a large Xmas pudding, donated by
an old member, Mr. Pilkington, now living in Canada—was
won by Mr. J. Kenny.
The event of the evening was a presentation to our old
comrade, Joe Wright. Maj. R. W. Brothers (Life President)
said how pleased he was to welcome such a bumper meeting
and was pleased to see so many old comrades present. He
remarked that he could not recall a more pleasant duty
than that of making a presentation to our old comrade, Joe
Wright, to mark the appreciation of his services to the
Branch. His acquaintance with Joe went back for 30
years, and in 1936, Joe was the first Secretary of the Chat
ham Branch and he was its first Chairman. Joe had been
heart and soul in his efforts to forward the interests of the
Chatham Branch and the Past and Present Association.
In addition, Alf Tapp, M.C., Charles Williams (Chair
man), George Lyons, who travelled from London to be
present, and Mr. S. L. T. Thompson, who made the proposal
for the presentation, all paid tribute to the valuable service
Joe had rendered.
Maj. R. W. Brothers made the presentation—a West
minster chiming clock with the following inscription :
44 Presented to J. E. W. Wright by Chatham Branch, Past
and Present Association, Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, to mark their deep appreciation of his services
over many years."
I believe Joe received a surprise, as it was plain to see
when he returned his thanks that he was very emotionally
stirred. He said how pleased he was to see so many old
faces present with whom he had soldiered in the past. The
Chatham Branch was the oldest of the P. and P. Association.
Whatever work he had done on behalf of the Chatham
Branch was with the desire to foster the interests of the
Regiment.
With my past acquaintance with Joe, I would like to
add that I do not think there is another one who is more
deserving of such an appreciation.
Next meeting at the Drill Hall, Monday, February 1st.
44 Ike " Williams (Victorian).

LONDON BRANCH

T

HE festive season now over, we can get to grips once
more with our common tasks and daily rounds, deter
mined to see if we can do even better this year than we did
last in our endeavour to keep the London Branch to the
fore in all respects, and broadcast the value of this after
service comradeship that means so much to many of us.
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I would like to mention names of many of the Regiment
who do so much in various ways to foster this spirit, and it
begins right from the top of the tree, but it would take so
much of the space I am allotted that I just dare not
attempt it.
Let it suffice that all those people who do help are
certainly not forgotten and we are proud to have so many
hardworking, willing and capable helpers in our branch—
officers and troops alike.
We have flourished as time has passed and I feel sure
we have increase in membership—actual attendance mem
bership—far beyond the hopes of those who have so gladly
held office in the past and of those who hold office now.
There is little doubt in my mind that it is due to the
keen membership of several members, the foresight of our
present Chairman—Len Remfry, the broadcasting by those
members who meet old friends of the Regiment and tell
them who they can meet should they decide to come along
and, in a small way, through the medium of this journal.
If we could only get addresses of personnel who ,have left
the Regiment years ago—the near London addresses I mean
—I feel sure our Chairman would be roping even more
members into the fold.
These chaps have no hope of seeing " The Buster," of
course, so it is up to us all to keep our eyes open for these
old hands who do not come along mainly, I feel, because
they are not wise to the existence of such an organization
as the Past and Present, although they may even have paid
sums during their service to support it.
We appreciate the efforts of all those who have brought
members along to the Branch or have been instrumental in
so doing by their recommendation and knowledge of the
Branch. From our President to our most junior members
we are all very keen to keep the intake flowing and we
assure all those who cannot come every month that we
enjoy their company when they do come. There were many
who joined us, came along to one meeting, then forgot to
come again. Don't let it worry you, you are always wel
come; no matter if you haven't attended for months you
will probably appreciate the present company all the more.
Our meeting last month, held on the 18th, was attended
by the largest number of members and wives it has been
my privilege to see and most of our members were particu
larly pleased to see the very large number of wives in
attendance, especially the officers' wives. We are always
pleased to see our members' wives at our meetings, and on
this occasion the ladies certainly excelled themselves. Not
only were they there in force, but all of them appeared to be
having an extremely good time.
Our usual ladies again did the sale of the raffle tickets
and all credit to that band of willing helpers who always
undertake this work for their recordbreaking effort. The
amount realised on the sale of tickets and was passed to the
Benevolent Fund exceeded £10.
We welcomed Col. D. H. Andrews, M.C., to our meet
ing and his one regret was that Mr. Napier's " Nap " was
not present. We sincerely hope to see this officer again in
the future. Messrs. Fred. Baghurst and Biffen joined as
new members as did Mr. Vinton, who left the 1st Bn. way
back in 1922. Fred. Baghurst I knew well; he was a " Busy
Bee " in my day; and Mr. Biffen—a World War I veteran—
was brought along by Ted Merritt. All were given the usual
welcome.
Minutes and accounts were swiftly dealt with and the
point arousing great interest was naturally the arrival of the
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1st Bn. in Maidstone. We know they are going to march
through the streets of the Kent capital and there is talk of
a dance in the evening, which should interest several of our
members, notably Messrs. Maslin and lepson. We look
forward to the Bn. homecoming and, no doubt, as many of
as as possible will arrange to be " ill " that day in order that
we can give our welcome.
We are again invited to the Prison Officers' Mess on
the 20th February and, as this is a week prior to our Feb
ruary meeting, we shall, no doubt, get the usual attendance.
We were very pleased to receive cards of greeting from
th C.O. and all ranks of the 1st Bn., Maj. and Mrs. Willie
Spurr, Maj. Simpson (Malaya Police), Sgt. " Paddy " Quinn
(West Africa) and our contemporary Branches.
Due to fog, several members were unable to attend,
messages of regret being received from Georges Hooker,
Moody, Stowe, Bob Hanson, Alf Toms, Messrs. Bryan and
Hardy, and Maj. Coyle, about whom I wrote last month.
The following families attended the meeting : Col. and
Mrs. B. L. Clay, Col. and Mrs. R. O. Pulverman, Lt.Col.
and Mrs. C. S. Durtnell, Maj. and Mrs. C. W. Bruce, Capt.
and Mrs. Hammond, R.S.M. and Mrs. Hallett, Mr. and
Mrs. Elson, Mr. and Mrs. Remfry, C/Sgt. and Mrs.
Cannacott, Mr. and Mrs. Cole, Mr. and Mrs. Rake, Mr. and
Mrs. Hale, Mr. and Mrs. Gunter, Mr. and Mrs. Lawson,
Mr. and Mrs. Davies, Mr. and Mrs. Blackman, Mr. and
Mrs. lepson, Mr. and Mrs. Maslin, Mr. and Mrs. Fenwick,
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. Hare, Mr. and Mrs.
Tickner, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace, Mr. Bricknell and friend,
and Mr. W. Clarke and friend.
The following unaccompanied members attended :
Brig. R. A. Riddell, Lt.Col. A. I. SinclairBrooke, Maj.
A. S. Bredon, Capt. Abplanalp, Messrs. Tom Briddock, Alf
Beachamp, " Scruff " Boughton, A. and F. Cox, Ted and
Bert Merritt, " Dapper " Martin, " Timberlegs " Marchant,
" Mike " O'Leary, Wm. Page, " Gunboat " Parry, Perry,
Bob Wilks, lack Teer, Whelan, " Chips" Wood, Dick
Forrester, Hazell, I. Knight, Lawrence, Chalfont, Edwards,
Ellis, Sayer, G. Smith, Vinton, Biffin and Fred. Baghurst.
Congratulations to those of the above who were lucky
enough to win raffle prizes; our Chairman, as usual, won the
best prizes and put two back for redraw. And our con
dolences to all those who only just lost by one number !
A most successful meeting and we eagerly await the
New with the utmost confidence in our office holders.
" The Spider."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH
npHE first event of note to take place in 1954, as far as
A the Branch is concerned, was our games evening versus
the R.A.S.C. (Kent Companies) O.C. Association, at The
exServices' Club, which ended in level points—six each.
This was just bad luck, as " Maxy," who was in good form,
went in off the black following a very good pot. We won
billiards, whist and shovehalfpenny. Our darts team seem
to be well off form this season and cannot get going.
On the 18th January, we again met the R.A.S.C. chaps
in a smallbore match, which we managed to win very com
fortably. Sgt. Bradshaw secured the highest score (86),
although the team average to count (best five) was 82. We
are still lagging behind the R.A.M.C., who have a remark
able average this season and look like walking away with
the shooting championship.
We were indeed very pleased to have with us at our
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Annual General Meeting on 15th January, 1954, Maj. R. E.
Moss, Officer Commanding Regimental Depot. The atten
dance was average. The annual reports, which followed
much the same lines as for previous years, were adopted.
The Hon. Treasurer reported that the Branch had 114 paid
up members and seven honorary members in 1953. This
was slightly up on previous years. Although we do not
seem to be able to get the National Serviceman to come
along, we do realise that he has certain Territorial Army
commitments and, no doubt, when these are completed, he
will have more time to himself and may join then. Our
Assets were up by £6/10/0, as compared with 1952. We
intend to run a sweepstake among members later in the
year. Mr. C. Stringer was again elected as Branch President
for 1954, and Capt. J. G. Hammond and Mr. P. W. Walker
were reelected as VicePresidents. All remaining office
holders were reelected, and, together with the Committee,
were voted " Thanks " for their work in 1953. There was
a slight change in the Committee, and it now consists of
Messrs. W. Hastie, H. W. Maxlow, C. W. Ladell, J. Wells,
C/Sgt. S. Ringe and Cpl. A. J. Mace. Their first task is to
arrange for the Branch Annual Dinner, details of which
will be notified in our next contribution.
The Branch Rules have now been finally adopted and
taken into use as from 1st January, 1954. These will be
distributed to all paidup members on receipt of their con
tribution for 1954.
Many members were pleased to accept the invitation of
the Corporals of the Regimental Depot to their dance,
which was held on Friday, 22nd January. We are indeed
grateful for their kindness, and all who attended had a very
enjoyable evening.
February appears to be a fairly busy month for us,
opening with a games evening (stag party) with the Royal
Naval Association (Maidstone Branch) on 5th February,
when we shall be the hosts. A shooting match on the 8th,
versus The British Legion. No doubt members will be
about when the 1st Bn. Advance Party arrives, about the
17th February, to welcome them. On the 23rd February
we shall meet the R.A. Association at indoor games.
Len Relf has been on the sick list, but we are all
pleased to know he is recovering rapidly and wants to get
going again.
Forthcoming Events
23rd February : 7.30 p.m., Games versus R. A. Asso
cation, at exServices' Club.
19th March : 7.45 p.m., Branch Monthly Meeting, at
The Barracks.
23rd March : 7.30 p.m., Games versus R.A.M.C., at
exServices' Club.

TONBRIDGE

T

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

HERE has been little activity to report since last I wrote.
At a recent meeting of the Committee, Mr. W. G.
Moase was appointed Branch Representative of the Com
mittee of the Parent Association, to fill the vacancy
occasioned by the passing of the late Mr. W. Pollard.
Christmas and New Year greetings have been received
from Maj.Gen. Sir Howard Kippenberger, K.B.E., C.B.,
D.S.O., and Brig. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C. There were
also messages from other Branches and many friends of the
Regiment, which are keenly appreciated.
On January the 20th we held our Annual General

Meeting. This was well attended from members outside
the town. We were very glad to have with us on this
occasion, Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, M.C.
Lt.Col. G. E. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., has kindly
consented to occupy the Presidential Chair for the current
year. To Col. W. P. Nash, M.B.E., T.D., who has occupied
this position for several years, we would like to extend our
grateful thanks.
We have just learned of the illness of our Honorary
Treasurer, O.R.Q.M.S. J. C. Breadon, M.B.E. We sincerely
hope that this may be of short duration and that the near
future will again see him, as cheerful as ever, in our family
circle. For his untiring efforts in all Branch matters
throughout the past year we would like to say, " Thank you,
Jack ! "
The social functions that have been held during 1953
would not have been possible without the cooperation of
Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson, Commanding 4/5th Bn., and Maj.
F. J. Bobby, to whom we extend sincere thanks.
The services of Lt. J. B. W. Reed and R.S.M. T. Leigh,
who have audited our Branch Accounts, is much appreci
ated, and to Maj. G. Blake, M.B.E., and Mr. D. B. Brown,
who have served on our Committee during the past year, we
would like to express our thanks.
Of all functions held during 1953, we shall long
remember the services rendered by that splendid band—
The Band of the Royal East Kent Regiment—" The Buffs."
To them we send a special greeting and most sincere thanks
for the many happy hours that were made possible by their
rendering of excellent programmes, and the " Beating of
Retreat." Their steadiness on parade, their march discipline
and splendid music will long remain with us, and for this,
to one and all, we say, " Thank you."
The news of Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
being appointed to Command British Troops in Berlin
give us much pleasure and we would like to add our con
gratulations.
Another item of news that we have just heard is the
appointment of Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, M.C., as A.D.C. to
Maj.Gen. Oliver. We offer to him our hearty congratu4
lations and assure him of our best wishes at all times.
Last, but by no means least, we are indebted to Maj.
N. S. C. Elmslie, who has left no stone unturned through
out the year to keep the Branch alive. He has attended
all meetings, with one exception, and has been the life of
the party at all social functions. We are very glad that he
has again agreed to serve for another year.
To all our friends, both here and overseas, we shall
hope that the New Year may be full of fun and prosperity.
T.L.S.
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FOUNDED
PATRON :

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O. GB.E.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :

LT.COLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :

LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :

DETAIL OF MEETINGS
SECRETARY
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m,, United
.... Mr. A. Smith,
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley. Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Chatham
Mr. C. J. Williams . . Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
179, City Way, Rochester.
Second Friday of each month, at The
Catford & District .. Mr. S. J. Terry .... Mr. R. A. Fielder,
44 Prince of Wales," Perry Rise. Forest
87, Newlands Park, Sydenham, S.E.26.
Hill, S.E.23.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Gravesend!
Mr. A. Wood
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.,
First Monday of each month.
Guernsey
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
Port.
Last Friday each month, at 44 The Cran
London
Mr. L. Remfry .... Mr. T. Briddock,
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74, Cherry Tree Walk.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
West Wickham, Kent.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Maidstone
Mr. H. Carman
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr.
C.
Culver,
Sevenoaks
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
44 FleurdeLys," Sandgate.
Quarterly, 1st
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Friday, Feb., May, Aug., Nov.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Third
Wednesday
of
each
month, T.A.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Tonbridge &
Major N. S. C.
Centre, Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge,
27, Shakespeare Roaa, Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells
Elmslie
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Mr. C. Sayers,
8th Battalion
  Lt.Col. G. K.
Bromley.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
Reunion annually in March or April as noti
Tth Battalion
Major E. Goodman Mr. T. Shepherd,
fied in Press and 44 Q.O.G."
492, Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
8th Battalion
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey
Mr. Stanford,
10th Battalion
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
11th Battalion
Capt. C. B. Smith .. Mr. L. W. Dawson,
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Meeting
first Tuesday each month, Holly
Mr.
P.
W.
Sales,
20th (London)
Mr. J. Mingay
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. G. Cockell

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription o f : Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those irs
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Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 501678

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at
CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, CATTERICK,
RAMSEY, I.O.M.
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps

A worthwhile contribution to Kent's
industrial effort is made by the Swan
Mill Paper Co. Ltd., makers of fine
paper products. These include:—
SOFTEX TOILET TISSUE
ELASTA AND POLKA CREPE PAPER
SWAN SERVIETTES
GARLANDS AND CARNIVAL NOVELTIES

Maintain your

FANCY WRAPPING PAPERS

service to
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Join the British Legion

Swan Mill Paper
C O M P A N Y

The Legion cooperates with your regi
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exservice men and women
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THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKGATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.
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Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed

44

Egypt."

The White Horse of Kent with the motto " invicta."
" Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez,'^ " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," " Peninsula," "Punniar," tff Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma/' " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Luck now," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 1884-85," "South Africa, 1900-02," "Afghanistan, 1S19."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mens," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
" Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," " Hi i! 60," 44 Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," 44 Frezenberg," "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," 44 Pozieres," 44 Guillemont," 44 FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"

44 Oppy," 44 Pilckem," 44 Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," 44 Polygon Wood," 44 Broodseinde," 44 Passchendaele," 44 Cambrai,
1917, '18," 44 St. Quentin," 44 Rosieres," 44 Avre," 44 Villers Bretonneux," 44 Lys," 44 Hazebrouck," 44 Kemmel," 44 Amiens," 44 Bapaume,
1918," 44 Hindenburg Line," 44 Epehy," 44 Canal du Nord," 44 St. Quentin Canal," 44 Courtrai," 44 Selle," 44 Sambre," 44 France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917-18," 44 Suvla," 44 Landing at Suvla," 44 Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," 44 Rumani," 44 Egypt,
191516," " Gaza," " El Mughar," 44 Jerusalem," 44 Jericho," 44 Tell 'Asur," 44 Palestine, 191718," " Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—44 The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and, Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :

The Carleton and York Regiment—Honorary Colonel : H.M. The Queen.
The Kent Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :

The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :

1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot) .... At Sea.
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
1st A.C.F. Bn., Sidcup.

Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :

2nd A.C.F. Bn., Swanley.

3rd" A.C.F. Bn,, Tunbridge Wells.

4th A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.
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The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.

Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the Editor,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.
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KENT

REGIMENT

Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.

LIEUTENANT -COLONELS

Names
Brouniie, C. A. de B., M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.

..

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
O.C., 4/5 R.W.K.

MAJORS

..
Booth-Tucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C. . .
Fawcett, G. P
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E
Fyler, A. R
Buckle, P. C. M. .

.
.
.
.

Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R. A., M.B.E., M.
Stanyon, T. T. W.

.
.
.
.

Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E.
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H
Faulkner, D. O

.
.
.

Brock, J. H., T.D.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Elgood, P. N
Upton, T. V., M.B.E.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M .B.E.
Dover, V., M.C
Clarke, H. W
Willis, C. F., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C.

.
.

Monckton, D., M.C.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Hunting, K. M. . . . . . .
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A. . . .
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W.
...
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
...
Osborne, E. C. S.
...
Shearburn, S. R. O.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G., M.B.E.
White, R. K
Dodson, K.
...
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R .
...
Beale, K. S., M.C
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R.
...
Scouller, J. A.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Leigh, P. S
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C.
Wood, W. R.
Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F
Durtnell, R. J.
Pond, B.
Blake, A.
Sivers, A.
Stephens,

A., M.B.E.
G., M.B.E.
E., M.M.
S. V

.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.

(T/Lt.-Col/ O.C., 321 E.A. Lab. Gp.
Depot Holdee.
(T/Lt.-Col.) O.C., N.R.T.C., Zaria.
Depot Holdee.
Comptroller to Household of H.E.
The Commissioner General for S.E.
Asia.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
2 i/c (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.-Col.) O.C., 1 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A. A. and Q.M.G. 56
(London) Armd. Div. (T.A.).
H.Q., A.L.F.C.E.
(Bt. Lt.-Col.) 2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
G2, H.Q., Sch. of Inf.
(T/Lt.-Col.) G.S.O. 1 E.A. Comd.
Trg. Offr. and Adjt., London
Un.versify U.T.C.
1 R.W.K.
(Bt. Lt.-Col.) H.Q., B.T.E.
O.C., PL Coy., H.C.B. Depot.
1 Middx. Regt.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., B.T.E.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
1 R.W.K.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
D.A.D. (C. a H.), att. H.Q.,
17 Gurkha Inf. Div.
1 R.W.K.
51 Ind. Inf. Bde.
M.A. to C.-in-C., F.A.R.E.L.F.
G III, Northern Command.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
2 i/c 3rd Para. Regt.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
3rd Bn. Para. Regt.
F.A.R.E.L.F. Trg. Centre, Inst.

CAPTAINS

3rd Para. Bn., M.E.L.F., 28.
Staff Capt., H.Q., 18 Inf. Bde.
Depot Holdee.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
Staff Capt., H.Q., 63 Gurkha Inf.
Bde.
Adjt., 1 R.W.K.
Boys' Inf. Bn., Tuxford Camp,
Newark.
O.C.S., W.O.S.B., Barton Stacey.
Staff College (student).
(T/Maj.) S.D.5 (War Office).
1 R.W.K.
Mons Offr. Cdt. Sch.
Language Course (Hungarian) U.K.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., 4/5 R.W.K.
Para. Rep., Eaton Hall O.C.S.
3rd Bn. Para. Reat.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.
Gsn. Adjt., Bermuda.

LIEUTENANTS

(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.
1 R.W.K. (att. Depot).
1 R.W.K.
R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C. to G.O.C., Berlin.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.
1 R.W.K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.

QUA RTERMASTERS

(Maj.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot R.W.K.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE

COMMISSIONS

MAJORS

Names
Thrift, K. G., O.B.E.
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Douris, L. A

....
....
. ...

Appointments
(T/Lt.-Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) U.K.
H.Q., 5 Liaison, B.A.O.R.
10 Cmd. Workshops, R.E.M.E.

CAPTAINS
P. & E.E. Pendine.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
Adjt., Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
Depot Holdee.
20 Families' Hostel, Dover.
Camb. Mil. Hospital.
D.A.A.G., Northumbrian Dist.
S.P. Establishment.
Inst. A.S. of M.T., Bordon.
247 Pro. Coy., R.M.P.
S/Capt., A.G. Stats., War Office.
Commonwealth Div., Korea.
H.Q., Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
2 T.A.F., B.A.O.R., 29.
Trv. Wing, H.Q., Western Comd.
(T/Maj.) A.S.P.T.
5th Nigeria Reg., W.A.

Thornton, A. S.
...
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C. M.
Marsh, H. W
De Havilland, V.
Desmond, M. F.
Duffield, G
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Ellwood, K. S.
Beaumont, S. H.
Whitewood, V. F.
Thatcher, F. W.

LIEUTENANTS
Depot Holdee.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. EAST SURREY REGT.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
17th Gurkha Div.
Depot Holdee (att. R.C.M.P.)
(2/Lt.) Depot Holdee.
(2/Lt.) N. Rhodesian Regt.

Marshall, E. J.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Hatt, P. R.
Halsall, A. C. L.
Elwell, H. C.
Davey, C. C.
Fuller C. R.
Sounes, R. A.

QUARTERMASTERS
1 (NY) Bn. K.A.R., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(Capt. Q.M.), 4th Bn. Malay Regt.

Cook, E. S.
Hunt, W. G.

4/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Comd., 4/5 R.W.K.

Jackson, L. F. W.

MAJORS
Waring, A. R. H., T.D. Bobby, F. J.
Meyrick, K. C., M.B.E., T.D.
Wood, D. W. J.
Coath, T. C.
Ford, A. H.
Cooper, P. T., M.B.E., T.D., R.M.O., R.A.M.,C. (attached),

CAPTAINS
Calver-Jones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.

Shearburn, S. R. O'R. (Adjt.).
Marchant, P. N.
Large, J. L.
Pennells, H. D. A.

LIEUTENANTS
Clemence, M.
George, P. M. J.
Reoch, D. C. D.
Watson, K. E.
Young, R. N.
Innes, C. A.

McCormack, J. D.
Lovell, F. W.
Duggan, H. R.
Nash, W. M. K.
Ogilvie, J. B.
Waters, B. C. H.

SECOND

LIEUTENANTS

QUARTERMASTER
Stephens, S. V. (Lt.).

National Service Officers
Robson, T. J. R. (Lt.)
Evans, C. M. (Lt.)
Thwaites, M. G. (A/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (A/Lt.)
White, D. R. (Lt.).
Curry, A. J. (A/Lt.)
Bracewell-Milnes, J. B. (A/Lt.)

Ferguson, H. A. L. (A/Lt.)
Gladders, P. J. (A/Lt.)
Hicks, M. C. T. (2/Lt.)
Dunlop. A. B. (2/Lt.).
Organ, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Maw, N. N. G. (2/Lt.).
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^Editorial
RETURN OF 1st BATTALION
Thursday, 1st April—
A Civic Reception is being arranged in Maidstone by
His Worship the Mayor and his Council, to welcome the
Bn. home on their return from Malaya.
A brief outline of events will be as follows :—
11 a.m.: March Past. The Mayor will take the salute
at the Town Hall.
12.45 p.m.: Lunch for all Officers and Other Ranks at
the Royal Star Hotel.
5 p.m.: Band and Drums will " Beat Retreat" on the
Depot Barrack Square.
An enclosure near the Saluting Base is being reserved
for relatives and members of the Past and Present Associa
tion to watch the March Past.
Relatives of those taking part in the Parade are
requested to apply for tickets to :—
The P.R.I.,
1 R.W.K.,
Invicta Lines,
Maidstone.
Members of the Past and Present Association should
address their applications for tickets to :—
The Secretary,
P. and P. Association,
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks,
Maidstone.
Friday, 2nd April—
Our ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E., has graciously con
sented to visit the Bn. in Invicta Lines.
Spectators will be welcome at the Parade and are
requested to arrive by 11.30 a.m.
Saturday, 3rd April—
The Bn. will march through Tonbridge to the Castle
Ground where reception speeches will be given. After
light refreshments, the Bn. will return to quarters at Maid
stone.
Time Table:—
10.3011 a.m.—March through Tonbridge.
10.45 a.m., approx.—Head of Bn. passes the
Saluting Base.
1111.30 a.m.—Parade, Castle Lawn.
*
*
*
Final Signal from 1st Battalion Before Leaving Malaya
" Stumps drawn 1200 hours, 24th February, '54.
" Score : 106 declared."
*

*

*

Great efforts were made to have the February issue of
" The Queen's Own Gazette " put on board the " Empire
Orwell" at Port Said so that the 1st Bn. could have some
thing to break the monotony of leaning over the ship's rails
watching the dolphins doing their eternal races up and down
the Mediterranean.
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We are indebted to Brig. R. A. Riddell and his P.A.,
Miss M. E. Mootry, also to Capt. R. W. Douglas, Q.(M.)3(d),
the War Office, and, of course, our willing helpers in the
" Kent Messenger" Office for their assistance in the
project. We thank them all sincerely for the infinite pains
taken on our behalf.
I believe in Fleet Street this would have created what
is vulgarly recognised as a " scoop." In any case, we
believe that this is the first occasion on which the " Buster "
has reached its destination " AT SEA," during its long life.
*
*
*
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental and other Journals :—
The Dragon;
The Globe and Laurel;
The Tank;
The Snapper;
The R.A.O.C. Journal;
The Waggoner;
The Royal Engineers' Journal;
The A.C.C. Journal;
The British Legion Journal;
" Empire."

NOTICE
7th Battalion—Dinner
The Annual Reunion Dinner will be held at " The
Mitre," 24, Tooley Street, London Bridge (three minutes
from London Bridge Station), on Saturday, 24th April,
1954, commencing at 6.30 p.m.; dinner to be served at 7 p.m.
The cost of the tickets will be 15/ each, and can be
obtained from :—
Maj. E. Goodman,
15, Cedric Road,
New Eltham, S.E.9.

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

1st April—CIVIC RECEPTION, Maidstone, on return of 1st Bn.
2nd April—VISIT OF H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF KENT to 1st Bn. a t
Invicta Lines, Maidstone.
3rd April—CIVIC RECEPTION, Tonbridge, on return of 1st Bn.
7th and 8th May—REGIMENTAL GOLF.
14th May—REGIMENTAL AT HOME.
14th May—REGIMENTAL DINNER.
17th, 19th and 21st, 22nd July—TENT, MOTE.
18th July—REUNION (Subject to Confirmation).

REGIMENTAL CRICKET, 1954
Saturday, May 15th
Thursday, June 24th
Friday, July 2nd
Saturday, July 3rd
Sunday, July 4fh
Saturday, July 10th
Thursday, August 12th
Saturday, 28th August

v. THE MOTE—The Mote.
v. THE BUFFS—Canterbury.
v. THE BUFFS—The Depot
v. BAND OF BROS.—The Depot % Cricket
v. THE MOTE—The Depot
f Week
v. West Kent C.C.—Chislehurst.
v. OLD SUTTON IANS—Sutton Valence.
v. BA BES—The Depot.

All matches commence at 11.30 a.m., except for Saturday, May
15th, which commences at 2 p.m.
Those desirous of playing in any or all of the above matches are
requested to communicate with O.C., Depot.
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Social and Personal
(Lack of space prevented us from publishing this feature
in the February issue.)

I

T is with regret that we
again say " au revoir "
to the Colonel of t h e
Regiment, Maj.Gen.
Oliver, who left us on the
10th March to assume the
appointment of G.O.C.,
Berlin, taking with him
as his A. D. C., Lt.
G. H. W. Howlett. We
take this opportunity of
wishing them both every
success in their n e w
appointments, and hope
it will not be long before
they both pay us another
visit.
*

*

*

*

*

We had a welcome letter from Col. A. Martyn, who
promises a visit to the Depot soon. He is now residing at
Rill Cottage, Budleigh Salterton, awaiting another appoint
ment.
*

*

*

Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty informs us that the Band
of the 4th A.C.F. Bn., R.W.K., located in Maidstone, has
been selected to play at the Royal Tournament on the even
ing of the 10th June, 1954. Well done, 4th Bn.; we con
gratulate you all on your achievement.
*

*

*

Mentioning Bands, Capt. Charley Hallett, who is Col.
Kerr's righthand man in the 11th (Maidstone) Bn., Home
Guard, tells us that HIS band is reaching its complement
and doing well. If any spare musicians of the Regiment,
residing in Maidstone and vicinity should read this, they
will know of a place to spend their evenings " rolling out the
barrel." in harmony.
*

*

There is no lack of
fresh signatures in the
Visitors' Book at Regi
mental Headquarters.
Amongst those w h o
signed are :—
Col. J. Sykes Wright, of The Queen's Royal Regiment,
Home Counties Brigade Representative Colonel.
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle, who is taking up an appointment
at H.Q., 56 Armd. Div., T.A.
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell from H.C. District.
Lt.Col. D. H. Andrews, who has now returned to his
post in Abeokuta, West Africa.
Lt.Col. P. E. Crook, who is in charge of the 1st Bn.
Advance Party in Invicta Lines, and who is under
going a hectic time coordinating affairs before the
arrival home of the Bn.
Capt. D. E. Blum, shortly to take up an appointment
at the War Office.
Capt. G. W. Duffield, who is in charge of the Families'
Hostel on Western Heights, Dover.
Capt. R. Nicholls, Mr. C. Craven, Mr. K. Beale—all
waiting to rejoin the Bn. on its arrival from
Malaya.
P. R. Hatt, on release from his first period of N.S.
S. V. Stevens, to take up his appointment as the
Quartermaster of the 4/5th Bn.
Lt.Col. A. Howe, on a social visit.
The following officers reported on first appointment:
P. H. Patterson, Esq., R. A. Sounes, Esq., M. K.
Gregory, Esq., A. A. Gomes, Esq.
*
*
*
We are sorry to say that Maj. R. E. Moss has been
stricken with an attack of bronchitis. At the time of writ
ing, the doctor's' report is favourable and we hope and
expect him to be back in harness before long.
*

Regiment and we wish him good luck, as we do Lt. N. N. G.
Maw, who has terminated his period of N.S. at the Depot.

*

*

We were very sorry indeed to say farewells to Lt.
Howlett and Lt. G. D. R. Smith on their departure from
Maidstone. The latter has gone to the East Lancashire

*

*

Mr. W. H. Brewer, who signs himself " Mule Wallah,"
wishes to be remembered to Messrs. Cannacott, Hooker,
Moody and Stowe and wishes them all the very best of luck.

+
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Hornbrook House,
High Street,
Chislehurst, Kent.
Dear Sir,
IMPerial 3057.
No doubt, many members of the Regiment will have
heard in the B.B.C.'s popular feature, " The Archers," that
a Home Guard Pl. is being formed in the village of
" Ambridge."
They may, therefore, be interested to learn that the
script was written after a visit to these H.Q. last month
by the producer and the joint authors. This Bn. having
been selected through the usual War Office channels to
provide background, advice, etc.
May I take this opportunity to say how very
disappointed we are that more old members of the Regiment
have not come forward to join us, and appeal to them to
do so.
We have real need of the experience of trained
old soldiers.
A letter, visit, or telephone call to these
H.Q. would produce full information.
Your obedient Servant,
K. G. Livingstone, Lt.Col.,
Comd. 54th Kent Home Guard Bn.
4
Book Review

" THE WAR IN KOREA "
by Major R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E.,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
This interesting and instructive book by an officer of
the Regiment may be obtained from Gale and Polden, price
10/6d.
A military study of the war in Korea as a whole, the
book promises large sales. It is considered it will be an
invaluable book for future Staff College candidates.
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PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

Extracts from London Gazette
Commands and Staff—
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E. (18260), late Inf.,
relinquishes his apointment as Chief of Staff to the
High Commissioner, Federation of Malaya, remaining
on full pay, 1st February, 1954.
Lt.Col. (Tern. Brig.) C. H. Tarver, D.S.O. (380334), from
R. Sussex, to be Col., 1st January, 1953.
REGULAR ARMY
2nd Lt. R. W. Neve (420895) to be Lt., 8th February, 1954.
Short Service Commissions—
22856717, Cadet Christopher Robin Fuller (432313) to be
2nd Lt., 5th December, 1953.
Lt. F. W. Thatcher (258693) (Empld. List) to be Capt., 29th
January, 1954.
22828325, Cadet Raymond Alfred Sounes (432496) to be
2nd Lt., 19th December, 1953.
National Service List—
22743745, Cadet Peter Henry Patterson (432481) to be 2nd
Lt., 31st December, 1953.
22759739, Cadet Raymond Arthur Watts (432303) to be
2nd Lt., 5th December, 1953.
East Lancashire Regiment—
Lt. Gerard David Roy Smith (419737), from R.W.K. Nat.
Serv. List, to be Lt., 6th March, 1954, with seniority,
6th August, 1953.
Emergency Commissions—
Lt. H. E. Ryall (288796) relinquishes his commn., 6th
February, 1954, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
2nd Lt. J. H. Smith (400937) relinquishes his commn., 10th
February, 1954.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) C. A. Innes (407479) to be Lt., 24th
January, 1954, with seniority, 22nd July, 1951.
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) C. A. Innes (407479), from Devons, to be
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.), 14th December, 1953, retaining his
present seniority.
2nd Lt. K. E. Watson (431669) to be Lt., 7th September,
1953.
General List—
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) Herbert John Donovan Combe, T.D.
(51776) (R.W.K., T.A. Res. of Offrs.), to be Lt., 21st
October, 1953.

HAYNES
BROTHERS
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Our readers will be pleased to know the alterations to
the Museum are now well under way. The extension will
be completed by June and known as the Armoury. The
Curator hopes to have all the exhibits arranged in the new
department by reunion day, but more about this in a later
issue of " The Q.O.G."
Our thanks are due to the following :—
Maj. A. S. Bredon—Two Prints of Malakand Cam
paign, N.W. Frontier of India, 18978, in which
1st Bn. took part.
B. W. Haynes, Esq.—Sketch—" Cricket in Captivity "
—at Oflag VIIB., Eichstaett, Bavaria, 1944, by
Capt. P. F. Haynes, R.W.K. Card of favour
buttons, worn by civilians during the Boer War, of
Generals White, V.C., Buffer, V.C., Roberts, V.C.,
and Baden Powell.

+

—

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTH
BOWLES.—At British Military Hospital, Kinrara, Kuala
Lumpur, on 11th February, 1954, to No. 6355756,
Bandsmen and Mrs. Bowles, a daughter.
GOLDEN WEDDING
MACKINTOSH—HOBDAY.—At St. Leonard's Church,
Hythe, Kent, on 7th March, 1904, Sgt. (O.R.S.) J.
Mackintosh, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment, to Miss M. P. Hobday, of Hythe.
Present address :—
21, Whitemore Road,
Guildford, Surrey.

DEATHS
BASS.—At St. Francis Hospital, Dulwich, on 16th Feb
ruary, 1954, Henry John Bass, late The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
FITTON.—On March 1st, 1954, at " Island," Petersfield,
Hampshire, May Fitton, widow of Brig.Gen. Hugh G.
Fitton, C.B., D.S.O., and last surviving child of the late
Sir Alfred Hickman, Bt., aged^ 88 years.
IN MEMORIAM
COE, Arthur John.—In loving memory of a beloved hus
band and father, who left us so suddenly on 10th
March, one very long year ago.—Grace, Jack and Roy.

*
APPRECIATION
Mr. J. Mackintosh, whose golden wedding announce
ment is published elsewhere in this issue enlisted in
November, 1893, and completed 22 years' service with the
Regiment. He was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal
and was presented with it at the Annual Reunion of the
Past and Present Association. In addition to the M.S.M.,
he holds the following medals : Indian General Service
Medal, 1897, with Clasp " Punjaub
The 1914 Star and
Clasp; B.W.M. and Victory Medals; also the medal for
Long Service and Good Conduct,
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THE ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.
LEAVES MALAYA FOR HOME

ESSAYS — 1954

By Sgt, R. Haswell, Public Relations, Malaya

1. BERTRAND STEWARD Prize Essay Competition, 1954.
Prize—£80. Closing date—19th June, 1954.
Subject.—" For many years it has been necessary for
a large proportion of the Army to be stationed in the
Middle East.
This has necessitated costly and extensive
trooping arrangements for the relief of units and individuals
and has meant that Regular officers and soldiers are often
separated from their families for long periods.
It has been suggested that under modern conditions it
would be more economical and better for the morale of the
Army if overseas garrisons were reduced to a minimum and
mobile reserves stationed in the United Kingdom with a
fleet of transport aircraft permanently available to take
them wherever they were required at short notice.
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this
suggestion and say whether you think it would be
practicable."
General conditions for the essay are contained in
A.C.I. 683/53.
*

*

*

2. GEORGE KNIGHT CLOWES Memorial Prize Essay,
1955. Prizes—First prize £35; second prize £15. Closing
date—7th January, 1955.
Kent Messenger Photograph

General Templer talks with the R.S.M. of the Bn.,
James Hills, of Maidstone.

At Kuala Lumpur Railway Station on the evening of
Wednesday, February 24th, the 1st Bn. of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment left Malaya after completing
three years fighting Communist terrorists.
Bidding them farewell at the station was the High Com
missioner, General Sir Gerald Templer, who said before
they pulled out of the station for the last time : " Thanks
for all you've done here and the best of luck in the future."
He then asked the men if any were going to Germany
and when there were shouts of "You bet, Sir," General
Templer said " O.K., boys, I'll see you there," to which
there was loud cheering.
As the train started to move, the Band of the Somerset
Light Infantry played them away.
At the end of the platform the High Commissioner
waved to all the Officers, N.C.O.s and Men until the last
coach disappeared into the darkness of the night.
r v r e © i r u T
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MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
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LOOSE ROAD, MAIDSTONE

QUALITY SERVICE THAT
WILL SATISFY
DRY CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING

Subject.—" When, after the war, National Service was
instituted as a means of filling the ranks of the Regular
Army, many people predicted that it would result in serious
loss of fighting efficiency, especially in distant overseas
units. These forebodings have proved false, and the Army
has fulfilled all its commitments successfully.
Comment on the present Army system of handling,
training and utilising the National Service man and the
National Service officer, and make suggestions for
improving existing methods.
If possible, give examples
from your own experience, or which are within your
knowledge."
General conditions for the essay are contained in
A.C.I. 625/53.
*

*

*

3. GOLD MEDAL and TRENCH GASCOIGNE Prize Essay
Competition. Prize—Thirty guineas and Gold Medal.
Closing date—15th November, 1954.
Subject.—" To what extent will the introduction of
atomic weapons and guided missiles modify the traditional
functions of the Navy, Army and Air Force; and what
changes in the structure and training of the three Services
will be necessary to enable them to perform their new
functions ? "

OR

" Rearmament and the maintenance of large land,
sea and air forces during a cold war cause national
bankruptcy.
Our economic position at present prohibits
the support of large armed forces and, consequently,
dominates our strategic policy. Discuss what strategy, in
your view, should be adopted in the circumstances and what
type of force, bearing in mind the need for efficiency and
balance, should be maintained to implement it."
General conditions for the essays are contained in
A.C.I. No. 102/1954,
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FINAL OPERATIONS OF THE 1st BATTALION

1—BRIEFING BEFORE THE FLIGHT.

The chief pilot is looking at the weather
to judge whether the morning mist will
have cleared over the jungle.
The
bright sun on the Landing Zone looks
promising.
(Capt. Campbell, the Lt.Cdr. R.N., in charge of the Helicopters,
2/Lt. Fraser, 2/Lt. Neve).

2—A
TYPICAL
STRETCH
OF
PAHANG JUNGLE seen from a heli

copter.

3—A C.T. CLEARING IN THE
JUNGLE. The leading helicopter can

just be seen over the clearing, going in
to land.

4—COMING

DOWN

INTO

THE

CLEARING. The rope may have to be
used if the helicopter cannot actually
touch down.
5—DESTROYING

BANDIT

FOOD

SUPPLIES. Some of this crop of rice
was nearly ripe.
Another patch had
recently been sown. Other crops found
were
beans, brinjals and marrows.
(2/Lt. Neve, Pte. Mears, Pte. Jeffery,
Pte. Hardcastle, Capt. Campbell).
6—LANDING COMPLETED.
The
troops wave goodbye to the last heli
copter, looking remarkably cheerful at
the prospect of being on their feet from
now on.
(Pte. Batchelor, Pte. Barker,
Cpl. Hodges, Pte. Mitchell, Cpl. Jones).
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Kgaaam*

: News from
I St

BATTALION

T

HIS, our last Editorial
from Malaya, is writ
ten amidst scenes of
intense activity. Adminis
trative activity in getting
ready for the good ship
Empire Orwell and help
ing to settle in the
Advance Party of 1 R.
Hampshires, and opera
tional activity in trying to
squeeze the last drop out
of the local banditry
before the curtain rings
down.
The Air Department
of H.Q. Malaya have
played up very well
(R.W.K.
inspired,
of
course — Maj. Gwilliam)
and are meeting all our
helicopter demands. Both
C and D Coys. (31 and
30 CTs. respectively) are straining to get a decisive lead.
At the moment, with a fortnight to go, the Bn. records
106 killed and captured, an increase of six from last
month. Three of these were killed on a cultivation by the
welltried combination of 8 PL, C Coy., and 10 PL, D Coy.
(who together accounted for two in December), and one
was killed by 7 PL, C Coy.—all on the same day and in
actions separated by some 25 miles. The other two were
killed two days later by 11 PL, D Coy., in a particularly
efficient night ambush just outside the Bentong wire. This
latter action provided a midnight firework display for a
quarterofanhour for the inhabitants of the town, and
the news in the morning that the local top CT. (a D.C.M.
and a native of Bentong) had made his last journey on
unlawful occasions.
On the 31st of January a representative party of 250
all ranks of the Bn. held a Memorial Service in Cheras
Road Cemetery, Kuala Lumpur, to the 24 officers and
men of the Regiment who had fallen during our service
in Malaya. The Coionel of the Regiment laid the first
wreath and the Commanding Officer read the Lesson.
Amongst the many friends of the Regiment who attended
the Service were Lt.Gen. Sir Hugh and Lady Stockwell,
the Mentri Besar (Selangor), the British Adviser (Selangor),
Brig., D. E. B. Talbot, Brig. M. C. A. Henniker, the Chief
Police Officer (Selangor), the Head of the Special Branch
(Selangor), and representatives from Kuala Kubu Bharu,
Bentong, 1 Som. L.T., 6 Malay Regt., XTI Royal I.ancers
and 11th Hussars.

Battalions :
After the Memorial Service, at a parade held in the
Ipoh Road Transit Camp, the Acting Commissioner of
Police, Malaya, presented the Bn., on behalf of the Federa
tion of Malaya Police, with a magnificent silver salver.
In making the presentation, the Commissioner of
Police emphasised cooperation between the Army and the
Police and made several appreciative remarks about the
Bn.'s work in Malaya. The Commanding Officer replied
for the Bn. Amongst those present at the parade were
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, Brig. D. E. B. Talbot, the Chief
Police Officers, Selangor and Pahangj and the O.C.P.D.,
Bentong.
The Band and Drums played at the Federation Day
civil parade in Bentong on 1 February and later the same
day Beat Retreat on the Padang.
On 5 February the Colonel of the Regiment left Kuala
Lumpur en route to England for leave and to take up his
new appointment in Berlin. The Commanding Officer, the
Adjutant and the Band and Drums were there to see him
off, and the latter played him into his aeroplane to the
strains of the Regimental March and Auld Lang Syne.
The G.O.C., Malaya, has toured the Bn., saying good
bye to all those not out on operations at the time, and we
are expecting shortly to be similarly visited by the Chief
of Staff, G.H.Q., Far E.L.F., and Brig. Talbot, Commander
18 Infantry Brigade.
We congratulate C/Sgt. Parker on winning the 1953
Grove Trust Award for the best allround soldier in the
year. We also congratulate the other recipients of Grove
Trust Awards, who were: —
Best Shot for 1953, L/Cpls. and Ptes — Pte. P.
Bennett (A Coy.).
Best Shot for 1953, N.C.O.s—Sgt. J. Heyfron (C
Coy.).
N.C.O. or Pte. showing the most intelligence and
initiative in 1953 — L/Cpl. A. Schneider
(H.Q. Coy.).



"A" COMPANY
The year opened with the whole Coy. scattered about
the jungle. 1 PL on a marathon operation with 8, 9 and
10 Pis. which lasted until 9 January and produced four
bandits. 2 and 3 Pis., at considerable danger to life and
limb from Sakai pig traps, were busily destroying clear
ings.
On the 10th January, 1 PL rejoined their friends
from the operations and celebrated Christmas in Bentong.
Judging by the green and haggard faces to be seen the
following morning, a good party must have been had
by all.
The highlight of the month was a week's visit to our
beloved bananas. The Coy. Commander was determined
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that this would be our final visit and that we would really
slaughter the bandits. In spite of ambush positions cover
ing every possible an I impossible line of retreat or advance,
our efforts were fruitless and not a bandit was seen.
" Fruitless " is rather the wrong word to use, as tents, on
return to camp, were almost ankledeep in bananas. 3 Pl.
suffered several minor casualties when they themselves
were ambushed by very hostile hornets, and all Pis. had
to put up with incessant attacks from what must have been
the largest and most bloodthirsty mosquitoes in Malaya.
Since then the Coy. have been ambushing Karak by
night and the camp has resounded with snores by day.
The majority of the Coy. went to Kuala Lumpur last
weekend for the Bn. Memorial Service and presentation
parade. For many it was the first sight of bright lights
since we left Wardieburn Camp in October, and, in spite
of all temptations, all were on parade the next day and
most were even " compos mentis."
It was with great regret that we said goodbye to two
of our Ibans, Sangau and Sangon, who returned to Sarawak
on leave. Sangau was almost weighed down with the vast
bundles he carried on his back—with all this loot he should
be most successful in his hunt for a wife!
We have also said a temporary farewell to Capt.
Franklin, C/Sgt. Barton, Sgt. Lovell, L/Cpl. Tittensor,
Pte. Burton, Pte. Barden, all of whom are on the advance
party. The only other change Is that " Jumbo" Wood
has taken over as Coy. 2 i/c. and handed over his Pl. to
2/Lt. Sylvester. It is noticed that he has taken with him
his "Jumbo's Jets" Pl. sign. We wonder how the Pl. will
be rechristened.

The Scout Car Driver, Pte. Peter Townsend (left), and
L/Cpl. Clive Lacey.

" B "COMPANY
We have passed through a month of considerable
activity, carpentering by day, ambushing by night.
The
results of the former activity are apparent in boxes and
crates of all sorts in the camp; there are unfortunately no
tangible results from the latter.
Ptes. R. Turner, Todd, Bradshaw and Prior, due to
sail home for release, having all carefully painted their
kit bags and cases, suffered a nasty setback when their
ship was changed and they had to blossom out again with
the paint pot. Fervent hope is expressed by the main body
that it will not happen to them.
Already we have lost some of our attached specialists.
Our war dogs Gayboy and Dorn, with their handlers, Ptes.
Wakeford and Wallace, have gone, to our great regret.
Capt. Crook, too, was most upset to find one day that our
wellliked M.T. N.C.O., Cpl. Feist, had not only gone him
self, but had taken his spanners with him. Those spanners
had seen much service in the hands of our 2 i/c in com
bating the effects of our rough tracks on his car. Another
specialist in the " Bango " line, Iman Din, the Charwallah,
has gone off to detached duty in Singapore. We hope,
however, to see him back soon.
Maj. Archer has just spent a fortnight in Singapore
studying the problems of Regimental accounting.
We
understand he is now fully qualified to adjust (? fiddle!)
accounts in the approved manner.
Shortly after his return we were very pleased to
receive a visit from Lt.Gen. Sir Hugh Stockwell. For two
days beforehand the weather had done its worst and we
were very doubtful as to how much of the Camp would
escape being washed down the hillside. Fortunately, the
rain stopped for the visit and transport could move (in
fourwheel drive!).
Capt. Crook, Sgt. Garraty and a representative party
fiom all Pis. attended the Bn. Memorial Service in Kuala
Lumpur, where Pte. Sands laid a wreath on behalf of the
Coy.
That same day they met an old friend, R.S.M.
Armstrong, and he was eventually prevailed upon to
revisit Sabai. He arrived late one Saturday night, and
despite a late night session was found playing badminton
the next morning. He left accompanied by the good wishes
of everyone. We expect to see him again on the quay
side, if not before.
At long last, our Sgt.Maj. Baker has appeared as
such on Orders, and on the same day Sgt. Levett became
a substantive Sgt. Congratulations to them both; also to
Cpl. Johnson on getting his second stripe.
On with the packing, and so we must close our
account of January events.
4 Platoon
During the month, 4 Pl. has again been on the move,
this time up into the north of our area, to stay with D
and Sp. Coys, at S. Penjuring, where we have been helping
to enforce the "Bentong Blockade" and prevent food
leaving the town.
This month has seen Pte. Bradshaw really worried
when he heard that the Windrush had been taken off the
run to Korea, but news came later that the 07's were to
go on the " Georgic "10 days later.
Pte. Lawson has become the PL's " Pinup Boy " since
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his photograph appeared in the Malaya newspapers. In
one paper it was reported that " a weary 4 Pl." were in
Camp, and in another it said " a weary Pl. Comd."—we
still want to know which is the right version.
During the month we said farewell to Pte. Ibu, our
Sarawak Ranger, on his return to his homeland after three
years in Malaya.
As the Pl. crosses off the days on the calendar, we
find we have only about 31 days before walking the gang
plank!
"The Pirates."
5 Platoon
After spending Christmas in Camp, New Year's Day
found us once more on the march into the Ulu. Our
route took us through a banana grove, which gave Pte.
" Chick " Roswell the idea of doing some business on the
side. This venture was foiled, however, by Sgt. Levett,
with the aid of a matchet.
This month, the majority of our " ops." haye been
rubber patrols and ambushes. We were given two Camps
reported by an Air recce to visit, but both turned out to
be old Security Forces' camps.
We hope the six lost
forest workers, whom we went out to find, appreciated our
hard work, even though we did not find them. It turned
out that they made their own way back to an estate the
same day.
At the beginning of the month we welcomed to the
Pl. Pte. Goodenough, who joined us on being posted from
A Coy. We hope that he will enjoy his stay with us.
On the debit side, we lost Pte. Wright, an old member
of the PL, to the Advance Party. We look forward to the
time when he will rejoin us in Blighty!
Our congratulations to Cpl. Richardson on his
appointment. We hope that the added weight on his sleeve
will not be too much for him. Well done!
The sound of hammering is heard all over the Camp
these days, and by the amount of boxes lying around, it
looks as if Pte. " Paddy " Murphy, who was detached from

Tallest and shortest men in "B " Coy.—"Lofty"
Lawson, who is nearly 6 ft. 7 in., and Pte. Kenneth
Humphreys, 14 in. shorter.

us this month to become Coy. Carpenter, is being kept
very busy. As the noise means that our return home is
very close we welcome it.
" The Dicky Birds."
6 Platoon
This has been another quiet month, but even so we
saw quite a few changes. Sgt. Martin has left us, and is
on his way to the U.K. with the Advance Party. We'll
be seeing you, "Trigger." 2/Lt. Tarver is to be seen at
Bentong laying signal cables in the most improbable places
and Sgt. Garraty is commanding a very reduced Pl. until
we in our turn reach the " foreign " soil of England.
L/Cpl. Silk returned to us from ^hospital after a long
illness, but unfortunately was taken back after a few days.
We hope he soon gets better.
Another popular member of the saints, Pte.
Humphrey, left us to face the trials of civilian life. We
all wish him good luck and every success.
Hoping to read these notes at home,
" The BoatHappy Saints."

"C"

COMPANY

This month has been very eventful for the Company,
and our " Nerve Centre " at Bentong has seen little of us.
We spent 23 days out over Xmas and New Year, together
with a platoon each from " A " Coy. and " D " Coy. The
combined force destroyed four terrorists, including the
Battalion's hundredth on New Year's Day. We returned
for a belated Christmas, after which all platoons dis
appeared into the jungle again. Together with 10
platoon under command, they encompassed the destruction
of a further four terrorists—this time in one day! Even
when we returned to Camp not much was seen of us, as we
mostly operated at night, while the " Nerve Centre " worked
normal daylight hours. There was even talk of charging
any " Ops Type " seen out of bed between dawn and dusk!
This was intended to upset terrorist arrangements for food
supply in general, and in particular to spoil their Chinese
New Year Festivities (after all they had spoilt ours at
Christmas). Although no blood was shed by us this time,
we congratulate " D " Coy, on eliminating two ranking
terrorists who tried to run the blockade by night. One of
our duties—a rather thankless one—has been to prevent
food being smuggled out of the Bentong gates by day, and it
was while thus engaged that one bunch of hawkeyed if
sleepless soldiers uncovered about $3,000 worth of opium
whose owners, poor fishes, had hoped to elude their scrutiny
at the gate.
We note with pleasure the end of a sort of French
Farce by which our O.C. and 2 i.e. have for two months
eluded each other owing to operations, leave and courses—
quite unintentional of course! But they have now met,
" Major Crumplin—Captain Campbell, I presume?"
In spite of all we were able to provide a creditable5
firing party under Sgt. Wilde at the Memorial Service in
Kuala Lumpur. This was followed by a parade at which
the Battalion was honoured by the Federation Police. The
Company contingent had to do a quick shuffle beforehand
in order to bring enough rifles and bayonets on parade, as
many of our weapons were of a more dangerous, if less
ceremonial, nature. All went well however, except for one
eminent personage whose authority was defied by a
recalcitrant, borrowed bayonet.
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Congratulations must go to C/Sgt. Parker on his Grove
Trust award, which we know was most thoroughly deserved,
and likewise on his promotion.
We all wish Sgt. Standley a speedy recovery from his
unfortunate accident.
We said farewell this month to our Sarawak Rangers—
Ptes. Dadop, Dunggan, Latau and Sinau who left us early in
January, and Cpl. Menggong, G.M., who recently attended
an investiture at Government House, Kuala Lumpur.
Finally we should like to thank our friends of 19/14
Air Op. Flight, and of the Fleet Air Arm Helicopter Flight
who have made the last six weeks so interesting for us.
7 Platoon
Still, alas, no kills for the "Sweepers," but even if we can
not find any bandits we can justly claim to be the champion
opium extractors of the Battalion. Pte. Bull is still wonder
ing whether he would not have done better to keep quiet
about the pound and a half of opium he found on a Chinese
lorry at the Karak Road gate. Visions of staying in Malaya
after March 3rd for Court Cases are, to say the least,
perturbing!
Congratulations to 8 and 9 Platoons on their recent
successes. No thanks however to the latter for our
nocturnal exploits plunging through paddy fields supposedly
hunting down a wounded bandit from their contact! We
can only assume that the local inhabitants who reported
having seen this crawling spectre of the Kampongs had that
night managed a drag or two at something that had eluded
the hawkeyed searchers of the Bentong gates. Pte. Knapp
in particular as he stumbled around with his bren gun did
not seem to appreciate this way of spending an evening out.
More night work was to come though, for soon after
that we started night ambushes (and days in bed). On one
such occasion we were to spend the night alongside the
Sungei Bentong. All went well until we found our ambush
position already occupied in strength by a vastly superior
force of buffalo. Unfortunately their sentry was awake and
they all with one accord rose and made to greet their
visitors. Their visitors however needed no further show of
arms and by the time the follow up had begun were safely

Ptes. Mitchell, Doherty, Barker and Greenway
relax in camp between operations.

in position 400 yards away on a track in the rubber! We
expect the names of Ptes. Sallis and Collins to feature
prominently in the results of the next Battalion Athletic
Meeting on their showing in that encounter.
Sorry we were indeed to see L/Cpl. " Swill ' Simmonds
and Pte. Chambers depart with the Advance Party, and Pte.
Cohen leave us for the AntiTank Platoon. The very best
to all of them, especially to L/Cpl. Simmonds as he enters
civvy street again. We are relying on Pte. Chambers to
stake our claim to the best plot at Invicta Lines and look
forward to his rejoining us there. We welcome to the
Sweepers" two Korea " veterans," Ptes. Hamlin and
Weekes, Pte. Eastwell from the Signal Platoon, and Pte.
Tobin from Singapore. We hope they enjoy their stay with
us, brief though it may be Bon Voyage, Happy Easter !
" Henry's Sweepers."
8 Platoon
Hello once again from the " Scorpions."
First we have great pleasure in reporting the
elimination of three C.T.s in a combined operation with
10 Pl., the two pis. being under the command of our pl.
commander, Mr. Neve, two of the bandits being credited
to us. The bandits fired first that time, with tommy guns !
We regret to say that an unfortunate accident to our Pl.
Sgt. marred our success, but at the same time we are happy
to report that his injury is not serious and that he may
be flying home to " Blighty " very soon.
All the best
of luck " Sarge," we'll see you at Maidstone.
The Scorpions have now all earned their wings; we
seem to get flown out on operations now by helicopter
and are wondering what " Ulu Bashing" is coming to.
While we are on the subject of wings we all join in to
congratulate Pte. Beadle, our medic, on his promotion to
L/Cpl.
Well done Pete.
We would like to welcome one more little " stinger "
to the fold, Pte. Cole, who has come to us from Coy. H.Q.
At the same time we wish " Worsel," " Stew " and "Chas "
goodbye and the best of luck in civvy street.
The pl.
does not seem the same without them. Never mind ! We
have still got " Tubby " Hardcastle—or have we ?
We offer our condolences to Ptes. Carden and Drew,
who have been hidden away in the C.R.S. We hope they
will be fit enough for operations soon.
On a recent operation, whilst the pl. was on the march,
we were ambushed by a swarm of hornets.
Within a
few seconds not a member of the patrol was to be seen
and all that could be heard was a terrific buzzing sound
and yelps of pain all round.
Eventually, by beating all
running records we outstripped the hornets, but for the
next day we were very vulnerable on the left flank, no
less than five left eyes being closed !
We sincerely hope
we are able to report some more successes on this coming
operation.
We hear that a certain exmember of this pl., Cpl.
Sheren, has got fed up with civvy street already, and has
joined the Queens, who are on their way to Malaya now.
We knew7 it Jim !
It must be the Anchor (Beer).
We are sorry to say goodbye to Cpl. Menggong, G.M.,
Sarawak Rangers, who is going home on leave to Borneo.
He has done innumerable operations with us, quite a few
of which were successful.
He won the George Medal
whilst on operations with the Cameronians in Johore. We
are all sorry to see him go, and we wish him all the very
best of luck in Borneo.
This is the last time we will be writing from Malaya's
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sunny shore, as we will soon be seeing again the wintry
coast of England. We all hope that the Girls of London
and Kent are in fine fettle.
Cheerio from Malaya,
The Scorpions.
9 Platoon
This month we write for the last time as an
operational pl. and already reports have been coming in
to hint that a new policy of " Edification " is well under
way. Such new words as " Bull " and " Press " and now
added to our vocabulary, and even the infamous word
" Drill" has been heard on occasions. In some quarters
it is hoped that this will enable a third star to be gained
by a few.
We report, however, that we have achieved one star
this month, but of a different and more permanent nature.
This time we did not have to travel so far, and killed one
of two bandits outside the Bentong wire. Since then we
have sat patiently during the hours of darkness awaiting
a repeat performance.
Our congratulations must go to
11 Pi. on their success on the north side of the river. Our
other duties have been assistant Garrison Engineer in
repairing the town perimeter wire, the usual hours on the
gates, and, of course, preparing for our departure.
Altogether we have been kept very busy, but we do
record one Sunday routine.
At this stage we should like to thank the numerous
members of the Signal Pl. who have struggled endlessly
to maintain contact with what we pervertedly call
" Civilisation " — even if it is only with Radio Malaya.
We have recently said farewell to two very old friends
of the pl., our two Sarawak Rangers—Dapop and Sinau.
We hope they enjoyed their stay as much as we enjoyed
their company. Many members of the pl. will remember
them by innumerable parangs which they carved and made
for us. Congratulations go to Cpl. Jones on his promotion
and also on his third star.
On the 31st of January we provided the firing party
for the Memorial Service at Cheras Road; our Pl. Sgt. and

Sgt. Wilde shows off his Platoon's sign board.

12 men suffered a quick but very warming refresher course
from the R.S.M. and the rest of the pl. formed part of
the congregation.
Hughie's Greyhounds.
" D "

COMPANY

It gives us great pleasure to congratulate 10 and 11
Pis. on bagging one and two bandits, respectively. That
puts us on 30, just one behind " Charlie " Coy.
We have lost quite a few people since the beginning
of the month. Capt. Dodson, Sgt. Vine and Ptes. Harris,
Growns and Wickenden going on the advance party, and
Cpl. Jones and Pte. Liddiard on the same boat, but they
are going to Blighty for demob. " Lucky blighters."
On this note we must finish and wish you all the best
until we see you in Blighty soon.
" The Indispensibles."
10 Platoon
This month again finds us operation mad.
After
combined ops. with " Charlie " Coy. we were to add yet
another C.T. to the pl. score.
We were indeed sorry to
lose our temporary PL Comd., Mr. Newall, who has just
recently flown home to get a grip of the AntiTanks.
We also said farewell to Cpl. Kunz Jones, also bound
for the U.K., lucky fellow.
To cheer us up a bit we welcome to the pl. Sgt. Vale
and L/C Ryan, both late of 11 PL, and we hope that their
stay with us will be an enjoyable one.
Before closing these notes we would like to take this
opportunity of congratulating 11 PL on bagging two high
ranking C.T.s. Well done 11 !
" The Hillbillys."
11 Platoon
January began quietly for a change, starting with a few
Gate checks. Pte. Davis was at once put on Perting Gate,
where he was able to carry out his favourite profession
of " stirring it."
Two members of the pl. spent a few weeks' holiday
sunning themselves on a Cadre Course, still it gave Danny
Ryan a chance to get his boots up to scratch.
Towards the end of the month Ptes. Papworth and
Haywood left us for a few days' cruise with the Navy,
and came back full of Navy jokes which, owing to
censorship, are unprintable here, and now Pte. Papworth
ties some very fancy knots just to prove he has learnt
something.
We are pleased to add that on the 25th January
members of the pl. did a good job of erasing two high
ranking C.T.s.
It meant cleaning weapons but it was
well worth it.
Pte. Furnell will have to be mentioned, if not the Vicar
at home will be wild at not seeing his Sidney's name in the
Gazette.
Pte. Payne gives us plenty in the neck by his
interpretations of the leading vocalists. This lad's great,
it's a pity you are unable to hear him; we only wish you
could for then he would be out of our hearing.
Cpl. Vale left us to go to 10 PL and in return we
welcome Cpl. Reynolds and we hope his stay is as happy
as when he was with us before.
The month finished with a Memorial Service and
Presentation Parade in Kuala Lumpur and we made full
use of that night in " town."
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In the M.T. Park " The Dreamer," Pte. Mercer, was
rudely awakened by a Dodge giving him a clip around the
ear. That's what comes of being miles away.
We would like to say how pleased we are to have
L/C Holland back from hospital.
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Our congratulations to L/Cpls. Ryan and Davis on
their recent promotion, and to Bill Reynolds, now a full
Cpl., and finally to Cpl., now Sgt., Vale.
All the best
to you all and we hope you enjoy yourselves until that
great day at the end of March.
"Healeys Hounds."

No. 12 Pl., of " D " Coy., with a captured Communist flag, and the hats of terrorists they
have killed.

The CookSergeant of " D " Coy. has clearrunning stream near his cookhouse, which he
utilises for cleaning his pots and pans.
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12 Platoon
This month has been a series of farewell parties for
us.
These are due to the Pl. Comd., Lt. Craven, flying
home; also Sgt. Vine and Pte. Harris sailing home with
the advance party.
We were sorry to lose Cpl. Carney and Pte. Pinnigar
to the AntiTank Pl. We are all hoping that both settle
down in their new job.
Congratulations to Cpl. Ball and his section of 11 Pl.
on their latest kills.
We are now hoping that the Coy.
can find a few more so as to put us in front of our rivals,
"C" Coy.
Nearly all the pis. were down at the Globe in Bentong
on the 20th of this month to see the variety show.
All
present came away with a good word for the artists.
Everyone here is busy getting their kit up to scratch
ready for " Blighty."
On strolling round the lines in the off duty hours you
would think it was a timber yard instead of an Army
Camp.
This is because everyone is making boxes for
their cases which they hope to get home in one piece.
The Coy. has had a change round with N.C.O.s and
we welcome to our pl. L/C Whiterod, ex 10 Pl.
He has
now settled down with us and is at last doing Operations
after he had been getting away with it in 10 PL
On this note we will bring these notes to a close. We
will be writing next month's notes at Singapore.
The Kampon Idiots.

SUPPORT COMPANY
The order of " Battle" is at present: — Coy.
Commander, Major P. N. Elgood; A/C.S.M., Sgt. Small, S.;
C/Sgt., C/Sgt. Bucknell, R; Mortar PL, Sgt. Mead, R.;
Machine Gun PL, Sgt. Laming, T.; Aslt. Pnr. PL, Sgt.
Gordon, R.
This month finds us very busy getting ready to go
home.
We have lost several men from the Coy. this
month, 2/Lt. Newall and Sgts. Kelly and Fisher have gone
home on courses and the AntiTank Pl. has gone home for

Sgt.

Gordon, Aslt/ Pnr. PL,
patrol, resting.

on

retraining. We wish them all the very best and will be
seeing them soon.
We welcome to the Coy. Sgt. " Chota " Small, who is
acting C.S.M., we hope his stay will be a long and happy
one. At the moment we have two extremely boat happy
boys in Coy. H.Q. L/C Woollett and Pte. Beeney, who
were supposed to be sailing on the Windrush, but this
boat was taken off the run, causing the above to start
" flapping."
However, the Georgic came to the rescue
thereby bringing them down to ten thousand feet.
The Support Coy. side of Sungei Penjuring at the
moment is deserted except for Coy. H.Q. and the Mortar
Pl. The Machine Gun Pl. and the Aslt. Pnr. PL are on
detachment (skive) at Ginting Sempak, living on a cool
plateau in a bungalow which was formerly the residence of a
tea planter. They have several modern conveniences that
other Coy. areas are without.
At the same time, great
though the attraction of this fair and fertile land, the day
draws ever closer to our departure, and we are, more than
ever, reminded in the words of Wm. Cowper that: —
ENGLAND, with all thy faults, I love thee still—
My country ! and, while yet a nook is left
Where English minds and manners may be found,
Shall be constrained to love thee. Though thy clime
Be fickle, and thy year most part deformed
With dripping rains, or withered by a frost,
I would not change thy sullen skies,
And fields without a flower, for warmer France
With all her vines; nor Ausonia's groves
Of golden fruitage, and her myrtle bowers.
" Choyq."
Mortar Platoon
This month saw the pl. on Detachment at Sungei
Dua where we were busily engaged in Kampong guards and
gate checks. It was comparatively quiet there except when
the local police decided to liven things up with a few shots
at birds (The Feathered Kind) and monkeys.
We returned to Sungei Penjuring on the 17th January

The Mortar Platoon in action on
operations in the Bentong area,
L/R : Pte. Day, Major Elgood, Pte.
Kendall, Sgt. Mead and Pte. Tostevin.
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just in time to start two weeks of ambushes over the Chinese
New Year, and a number of operational shoots.
Once again we say goodbye to members of our Platoon,
this time, L/Cpl. Beeslee and Pte. Franklin, we wish them
the best of luck in Civvy Street.
We have all got boat happy now and you can see every
body marking their kit bags ready for the great day when
we get on the boat.
" Boat Happy Bombers."
M.G. Platoon
The Platoon at the time of writing is now on a rugged
Detachment up the Wuthering Heights of Ginting Sempak
commanded by Sgt. Laming. Sharing the Detachment is,
Sgt. (The Bearded Wonder) Gordon, with his band of merry
men, who have concocted so many gadgets that we're
expecting Emmett to pay us a visit for ideas. Together
with that and the masterful wielding of paint brushes, the
place looks pretty smart.
Our main job here is road patrolling and escort duties,
but we are hoping for information which will lead to more
active operations. We don't get much time for sport, but
we wish Ptes. Payne, Hayes and Saunders the best of luck
in the Battalion Football trials.
We bid farewell to Sgt. Kelly and Cpl. Kelly, Ptes.
Jefferys and Wilson who are now well on their way to U.K.
" We'll be seeing you." Meanwhile the 5207s of the
Platoon, Ptes. Anstead and (Pinky) Craig are walking
around with blank looks on their faces, "Where's that
boat?"
" Long Range Snipers."
Assault Pioneer Platoon
Christmas is now over and we are back on our feet
again after a rough week of celebration.
We have handed in our stores, one step nearer home.
Unfortunately this did Hairpin Duval out of a job, but he
has got in quickly as storeman of our new detachment at
Ginting Sempak. We have all finished marking " U.K."
on our kit bags and have now started on our best boots
and greatcoat buttons.
Alec White and Cpl. Ken Lloyd are competing hard
over the shine on their cap badges.
No one has yet
dared to pick the winner. We are getting more and more
boat happy as the time draws near for our departure.
No sooner had we cleaned and painted up Sungei
Penjuring when we were sent, together with the Machine
Gun PL, on detachment to Ginting Sempak—a bungalow

Sp. Coy. Patrol crossing a stream.
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1,400 feet up in the hills (not quite beyond the snow line).
The air here gets cold at night and it is reported that
one one night the guard were to be seen in greatcoats. We
like the place and have been busy with brushes and lots of
paint brightening it up. We have even painted the fish
pond light blue. The Machine Gunners complain that it
looks more like a Butlins Holiday Camp than a Military
detachment.
Our most successful job up here so far is
a hot shower, designed by the Bearded Wonder, Sgt.
Gordon.
L/C Johnny Yates has left for U.K. on a carrier course.
We wish him the best of luck.
" Lionhearts."

" H.O." COMPANY
We are happy to open this month's notes with special
congratulations to the men of C, A and D Coys., whose
joint operation over the Christmas period brought in the
hundredth bandit on New Year's Day.
A notable start
to the year, which was carried on before long with the
war coming as it were to our doorstep. Those who slept
lightly enough had a minor firework display at midnight
from an ambush of D Coy's, and went back to bed with
a feeling of being practically in the firing line.
All this activity on the operational side shows that
the motto is " Business as Usual " in spite of the growing
preoccupation with " Homer," the Adjutant's felicitous
code word which scarcely requires explanation. We saw
the Advance Party off on the " Dunera," and in view of
the fate of the next ship load due to leave us, feel that
they were lucky to make it. Our sympathy goes out to
members of those release groups who, with the lettering
scarcely dry on their kitbags, had to paint cut " Empire
Windrush " and substitute a question mark.
It has not, however, been all farewells. We welcome
from the ranks of veteran jungle bashers, Mr. Stock, as
Assistant Adjutant, who has by now qualified for his union
card, and Mr. Tarver, who has come to learn the mysteries
of signalling before going on a course at the Infantry
Signals Wing at Hythe.
The latter was called on to
command an ambush under the Bentong Bridge and, clearly
a keen follower of Stephen Potter, opined that it was the
most comfortable ambush he has ever done.
You would not think that working in the Pay Office
would be a bad insurance risk, even if you had heard
Major Wilton telephoning.
We had grown accustomed
to L/C Webb limping around with his leg in plaster; he
is wellknown to be an athletic type and it only had the
effect of limiting his agility on the badminton court. Now
S/Sgt. Thompson has sustained a similar injury and one
begins to wonder.
Mockery, however, is disarmed by
the remarkable dignity of his progression; his walking stick
technique compels admiration.
A worried man lately has been Pte. Hills, who took
over for a fortnight, in the rare absence on leave of Cpl.
Milne, the job of Post Corporal.
What with toiling up
and down the Palace steps with the mail bags and being
kept from his meals by his anxious vigil over mountains
of parcels and letters he is a shadow of his former self.
We have tried to keep references to the topic of
homegoing down to minimum, but it keeps cropping up.
Mr. Halsall is bearing up well under the strain of his
appointment of Baggage Officer.
He took his complex
calculations to the Pay Office adding machine.
His first
effort, we understand, produced a total for the Unit Baggage
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slightly in excess of the gross tonnage of the Queen Mary.
Shaken, but determined, he tried again. As one drawing
a fifth card at pontoon, he was recording the last item
— Capt. Campbell's " Hold Baggage" — when, with an
impressive clatter, the machine went " bust" and reverted
to zero.
We are preparing a quiet room with upholstered
walls where he can complete his calculations on fingers
and toes.
Our last engagement for the month was the
attendance of some 30 men of the Coy. at the Bn.'s
Memorial Service in the Cheras Road Cemetery, in memory
of those members of the Bn. who lost their lives in
Malaya.
L/C Beecroft laid the wreath on behalf of all
ranks of H.Q. Coy.
Signal Platoon
This month has been a surprisingly quiet and routine
one for the Signal PL, in spite of the impending move.
We find that we will have the infinite pleasure of
welcoming the Royal Hampshires up here before we retire.
Doubtless they will be greeted with uncouth cries of " Get
your knees brown," etc., and we sincerely hope that they
will take it all in good part.
We are wondering what
their Signal Officer, presumably accustomed to the comforts
and ease of European signalling, will think of what he
takes over. When presented with the wooden shack which
houses, not only the stores and the office, but also the
slumbering body of the storeman at night, we visualise
him saying with a puzzled frown, " Yes, I suppose we could
squeeze the charging engines in here, will you show me the
office now, please ? "
When we bade a sad farewell to a not so sad Mr. Leigh,
who sailed to England with the advance party, we made
the acquaintance of his successor, Capt. Tull, of the Royal
Hampshire Regiment.
He has proved himself a worthy
successor, and bustles between the Ops. Room and the op.
net with considerable energy.
The Ops. Room staff,
hoping that they might get a little respite when he arrived,
were rudely shocked, and Mr. Leigh's tradition of efficiency
and speed has been carried out ruthlessly. Despite small
lapses, such as when a bandit kill is reported and a faint
note of excitement is detected, Capt. Tull has mastered
the elements of procedure, and before the Royal
Hampshires arrive we hope to have graduated him to the
P.C.R.
In recent weeks a feature of the pl. life which has
become increasingly evident, as the R.S.M. will tell you,
are the daily " gannet" calls.
During N.A.A.F.I. break
and the tea interval, the cookhouse kindly provide us with
tea and various eatables.
The arrival of the vehicle
conveying these viands has only to be announced once and
a veritable swarm of gannets will collect. Table manners
are thrown aside with joyful abandon, and if the
contestants, for what else can we call them, put as much
energy into signalling as they do into this daily scramble,
it is certain that the efficiency of the pl. would increase
100 per cent.
Seemingly there is never enough food to
go round, and the affair develops into a sort of musical
chairs, with loaves of bread and tins of jam as the sought
after chairs. Pte. Foord's scout car and L/C O'Gorman's
motorbike provide handy tables, and anyone thinking they
hear a volcano erupting during N.A.A.F.I. break need fear
nothing, it is only L/C O'Gorman gently reminding some
unfortunate soldier that his motorbike is not provided
as a running buffet
At 1030 and 1360 hours daily the
M.T. Office clerk begins to tremble in his boots as he
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knows that that a familiar voice from the Signal Office
will soon enquire, in no kindly tones, as to the whereabouts
of the tea truck.
Life on detachment has been veiled in mystery too
long, and it must be recorded that at D Coy. Cpl. Tame
has been very lightly worked. He rules over no less than
eight signallers, including Ptes. Amos, Wiltshire and
Bruggeymeyer. The latter two have both become hardened
and happy, sunk in the sloth of detachment routine. But
Pte. Amos still leads a monastic life from which only the
promise of a really enervating evening's entertainment can
tempt him.
Pte. Smith burns naively with an intense
desire to do operations, but his companions fear that his
ardour will not last.
When the advance party sailed to England on the
20th of January, it took with it four members of the Signal
PL, Sgt. Stephenson, Ptes. Jackson, Payne and Yerrell. We
all miss them very much and we should like to take this
opportunity to wish them the best of luck. Payne and
Yerrell are going home for demob and seem to have all
the luck they need !
The gap left in the office by Sgt.
Stephenson's departure is felt by all, particularly Sgt. Mills
and L/Cpls. Towne and McLaren, who have discovered
with a shock all the work he used to cope with.
L/C
Towne can now be seen struggling with detail far into
the night in a desperate attempt to arrange it so that he
can go to the pictures on the following evening. We hope
that the pl. has not slackened off since Sgt. Stephenson's
departure, but feel assured that the sight of Sgt. Mills
conducting the weekly weapon inspection would warm the
cockles of his heart.
Despite the overall calmness which usually pervades
the Signal Office, it is interesting to note the different
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moods that can be in the air.
For instance, when the
S.D.S. arrives, and, as often as not, L/C Towne is on
duty, no one can fail to notice the electrically charged
atmosphere. It is at these times that the telephone and the
remote control unit usually choose to set up a continual
racket, and many a morning wireless operator has received
a flea in his ear, whilst innocently enquiring after some
message or other. In the afternoon a different atmosphere
is at once evident. A visitor to the office may find L/C
McLaren on duty, engrossed in some obscure mathematical
problem.
However, even an Operational Immediate
message at this time of day will scarcely raise an eyebrow,
and those Rear Link Operators who had hoped to induce
panic by producing one will retire defeated.
Another
problem which may confront the clerk is the curious habit
of the Orderly Room of trying to pass us the can for some
mislaid message.
Any clerk worth his salt will take a
fiendish delight in allowing Pte. Hope to trail the dusty
distance between the B.O.R. and the Signal Office before
he produces, or even admits to possessing the incriminating
signature.
After many months of faithful service we have had
to say goodbye to Sgm. McGee, who has retired to Brigade,
where he has collected a stripe. His services to the Bn.
have been widely acknowledged and we would here like
to express our grateful thanks. His place has been filled
by an old friend, Sgm. Rafferty. Exchange operators will
be relieved to know that he too can operate the exchange
if the calls of nature necessitate them leaving it.
Here we would also like to propose a vote of thanks
to Sgm. Neale. His has been a thankless job well done.
He has had good reason to curse every member of the
pl. for their clumsiness, but his never failing good humour
is always evident.
When in England we will miss that
studious face studying the dismembered innards of a 62
set with a worried frown, rather like a country doctor
considering his diagnosis.
He has blossomed in other
spheres as well, and no exchange operator is likely to forget
his classic imitation of the " Inkspots."
We hope that L/C Dyer will not be embarrassed if
we here congratulate him for emerging top of the N.C.O.s
cadre. A creditable performance which has thrown great
glory on the pl. The Signal Officer need look no further
when the time comes to instil the elements of drill into the
pl.
As the Bn.'s stay in Malaya comes to an end, so must
these notes, and we close with the happy thought that the
next edition will be written on the " Empire Orwell"
heading for home.
M.T. Section
This month we have managed to get our notes into
the Editor in time, having missed out last month. It isn't
at all clear whether it was the pressure of work or sheer
laziness that caused the temporary lapse.
I think we should start on a victorious note by telling
all and sundry that our rival firm has been liquidated.
Whether or not it was a voluntary liquidation is hard to
say, but nevertheless the firm ,that ran Theresa Pegase is
no more.
Personally we have our doubts as to the
voluntary side of it as shortly before the " winding up
of the company a visit was paid to the owner by the
visiting paymaster.
Now for some news from the Section. These will be
the last notes written in Malaya and everyone is getting

decidedly 44 boat happy," that is all except 5296, 5207 and
5208 groups, who have been that way a long while now,
only to have their ship postponed about 14 days. There
have been a few changes on detachments and Cpl. Feist
has gone from B to A Coy. Cpl. Shoebridge is now back
at Bentong and L/C Parker is with B Coy. at Sabai.
All the vehicles have had a 100 per cent check this
last month and as a result several visits have been paid to
nearby units and various depots in Kuala Lumpur to make
up a few deficiencies here and there. The final R.E.M.E.
inspection is beginning this week and when that is over we
shall really know that the time has practically arrived to
hand our vehicles back to 222 Veh. Bn.
Most of these
have been with the Bn for three years now and generally
speaking they have stood up to their rough handling
remarkably well. Pte. Shaw has grown so attached to his
vehicle over the past 18 months, we shall have to be careful
he doesn't try and take it on the boat with him. Not to
worry Shaw, we will give you a brand new one in Germany.
There is a lot of speculation as to what the C.O. has been
telling his driver, Pte. Kember, about the army, because
rumour has it that Kember is going to change his
engagement from National Service to Regular when the
Bn. arrives in U.K.
Well, that is all from Malaya and our next notes will
be written in a comfortable chair before a blazing fire in
Invicta Lines, or perhaps it may be a bleak cheerless barn
of a room with the writer wearing thick gloves to stop
his fingers freezing.

SERGEANTS' MESS
A busy month has elapsed during which most members
have been occupied with operations against ether the
bandits or the R.Q.M.S. and his preparations for home
going.
As a result there has been little social activity
besides the odd game of football or badminton.
This month we have said " Au revoir " to the U.K.
bound advance party, which included W.O.2 Watts, Sgts.
Stephenson, Heyfron, Lovell, Martin, Vine and Robinson.
They sailed for home on the " Dunera" on the 20th
January. It is hoped that they will have our new Mess
opened and working in Invicta Lines by the time we reach
Maidstone.
Old 2nd Bn. members will be interested to learn that
ex Bdsm. 4 Spot' Barrat (nee Kean) is out here with the
K.A.R. (O.R.Q.M.S. too!) and recently spent 10 days'
leave in our bar. He informs us that his 2 i/c is Major
Keenlvside, who he understands is shortly going to the
4th Bn. at Tonbridge.
We are pleased to report the following promotions
and to offer our congratulations to C/Sgt. 4 Doughy' Baker
on becoming C.S.M. of B Coy, and to Sgt. George Parker
on becoming the C/Sgt. of C Coy. We are also pleased
to welcome into our midst from the Corporals' Club Sgt.
Tom Vale.
5th February, 1954.
T.S.
In my home town they liked to tell about the time the
minister asked all in the congregation to rise who wanted to
go to heaven.^ All but one man rose., Then the minister
asked those to stand who wanted to go to hell. Nobody
rose. The puzzled parson stared down at the non
cooperator and asked where he wanted to go.
44 Nowhere," said this local loyalist. 441 like it here."
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BATTALION
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H.O.

|NCE again our resume of the month
opens on a note of regret at having
to say farewell to yet another outstanding
Bn. personality, namely our very popular
and hardworking Q.M., Major Bert
Blake.
No one could have associated
themselves more wholeheartedly with the
Bn. than he and few, if any of us, have
not, at one time or another, had cause to
be grateful to him for doing the impossible and " producing
the goods," apparently without any effort, and at incredibly
short notice.
We hope that he has handed over his
"Aladdin's Lamp" to Lt. "Steve" Stephens, who has come
in his place and to whom we extend a very warm welcome.
Bert Blake, who served with the Bn. as a P.S.I. before the
war and then came back to us as Q.M. in May, 1951, will
be sadly missed by his many friends in the Bn,, and also
by the H.Q. staff of 133 Inf. Brigade., with whom he worked
as Staff Capt. 4 Q ', 4 Q.M.', and Camp Commandant on
several occasions. To him and Hazel we send our most
sincere good wishes for a happy and prosperous future
and look forward to seeing them again as often as they
are able to come and visit us. The best of luck Bert,
and thank you for all you have done for us.
Whilst on the subject of permanent staff changes, we
extend a very hearty welcome to Capt. S. R. O. R. Shearburn,
who,, although he has not joined us yet, came in to see us
the other day. He will be taking over from our Adjutant,
Capt. I. A. Macmillan, who is going out to the Staff
College in India later in the year; that is if Capt. Macmillan
survives the Equitation Course at Aldershot he has
somewhat rashly put in for. Whilst talking of Equitation
we are reminded of yet another departure this month, none
other than our B.M., Major Blaxland, who has now handed
over the reins to Major A. W. Grendon. In wishing Major
Blaxland the best of luck and good hunting in 44 Mau Mau
Land" we should like to thank him for all the help he has
given us during his two years as B.M.
We welcome to the Bn. Lts. N. N. G. Maw and A. B.
Dunlop.
Lt. Maw comes to us from the Regimental
Depot and after going on a Signal Course next month will
be coming to camp with us as 2 i/c of the Signals Pl. Lt.
A. B. Dunlop, who has been with the 1st Bn. in Malaya,
will be joining the Mortar Pl.
We hope they will both
remain with us for many years to come.
The weekend season is now upon us once more and
the month started off with an officers' weekend into which
was crammed a quite incredible amount of instruction.
Apart from the 44 Mob Review " there was a cloth model
exercise incorporating the attack and the defence, and
several gunner problems, in which we were assisted by
the expert, Capt. Wright, Adjutant of 257 Field Regt.,
R.A. (T.A.). Our old Adjutant, Capt. D. E. Blum, came
down fresh (if that's the right word to describe anyone
who has just finished a year at Camberley) from Staff
College, positively bursting with staff jargon and new
fangled ideas, to give us a most useful lecture on the new
form of operation orders now standardised throughout
N.A.T.O.
Altogether it was a most instructive and
enjoyable weekend and we hope to hold another of the
same sort in the near future.

Maj. A. G. Blake, M.B.E
A very enjoyable Regimental Guest Night was held in
Tonbridge on Saturday, 30th January. Some 26 officers
of the Bn. assembled in the mess at Bank Street before
the dinner, which was served in a private room of the
44 Rose and Crown,"
Our guests included our Honorary
Colonel, Brig. H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D., Capt. D. E. Blum
and Capt. D. W. Wright, R.A.
We congratulate B Coy. on setting off to a fine start
with their rifle classification early this month, when they
braved the wintery weather at Milton Ranges for a
weekend's shooting. We understand the results have been
very satisfactory. The other Coys, follow suit during
the next few weeks and competition for the highest
number of marksmen will no doubt be as keen as ever.
Once we have finished with Rifle Classification there will be
a tactical weekend to be filled in by each Coy. before
camp. One or two Coys, are going out for the first time
to the new weekend training centre at Crowborough, to
train in the Pippingford P.K. and Ashdown Forest area,
whilst others plan a complete weekend in the field under
as near Active Service conditions as possible.
44 Overture to Overlord" perhaps best describes the
activity noted on a recent visit to D Coy, who are planning
something quite exceptional in the way of combined
operations for their tactical weekend. It is understood
that the R.A.F. and the Home Guard are already included
in the orbit.
We are still without our O.R.Q.M.S., Mr. Breaden, at
Bn. H.Q., though our readers will be pleased to hear that
he is progresisng surely, albeit slowly. The fortitude he
displays in sticking to the horrifying diet the M.O. has
ordered is most commendable.
Most of all, perhaps, is
the fact that he is not even allowed to smoke.
Again we have overrun our time and space allocation,
but for the last time so far as this scribe is concerned.
We hasten, therefore, to hand over to our Sports Editor,
Sgt. Ken Passey, with the latest news of the Bn. football
team.
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FOOTBALL NEWSREEL
It is pleasing to note that since my plea for a better
effort on the field in the last month's notes, the team's
record has slightly improved. The friendly match which
I promised to report on, which was played against the
Princess Christians' Home, on the 23rd January, proved
to be great fun, even if it was a bit of a farce. It was
difficult to keep track of the score, but I think we won by
something like 16—1.
However, all the chaps came back
unharmed after looking over some parts of the Home
and enjoying a good cup of tea afterwards.
We have
played three League games since then and have drawn
in all of them, the first being at home against Hawkenbury,
who are among the leaders, the score being 5—5.
We
were winning this game, and even though I say it, deservedly
so, right up to the last kick of the match, with which
our guests made the score even—just a little defensive lapse
but oh ! so disheartening.
The other two games were
played away when we drew with T.U.I.C.I. 3—3 and
Hawkenbury, again drawing 3—3.
Three points in three games for us is getting consider
ably better and the league table as far as we are concerned
is now: —
P. W. L. D. For Agst. Ps.
4 / 5 R.W.K
13 2 7 4 47 69 8
We are now third from the bottom in the League
Table and we have a very good chance to better this in
the next few weeks.
I am sorry that Johnny Redpath
received rather a nasty kick on his knee last week and he
is likely to be resting for some time. He only plays for
us very occasionally but when he does he knows where
the goal is.
I hope that by next month I will be able to tell you
that we have been winning again, so until I have the
pleasure of informing you of our feats again next month
—come on " The Queen's Own " !
OBITUARY
It is with great regret that we have to report the death
of Mr. A. Duke, who since 1946 has been our faithful
caretaker at the Avebury Avenue T.A. Centre.
Mr. Duke
had been in ill health for a long time, but refused to give
up his work until his doctor ordered him to do so.
A
few d^ys later he was taken to hospital.
Mr. Duke will
long be remembered for his unfailing courtesy, courage
and cheerfulness, qualities which won him many friends
in the Bn. To Mrs. Duke and her family we extend our
deepest sympathy in their great loss.

" D " COMPANY
Now your scribe is completely foxed! The deadline
date for contributions to the " Buster " is the 10th of the
month, for inclusion in the following month's copy—but
around the 10th of February the hibernation was pretty
well as sound as at any time during the winter months,
and accordingly the thought was " Odd, but we'll do with
out it this month!
Then about the 22nd there is more than a little stirring
in the Bumph Bureau, and out comes a request from the
Adjutant for some copy for the March issue. Question, if
copy can find its way into the following month's issue by
collection on the 22nd of the previous month, what happens

—/

' mf ISTABUSHtO I77&.

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 5016-7-8

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at
CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, CATTERICK,
RAMSEY, I.O.M.
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps

in a normal month which requires that the contribution
shall be " in " by the 10th? (Are you with me?). Answer,
don't be silly, you have forgotten the "pending" file
through which all good bumph must pass.
And now, what have we to offer?
The Brigade Commander has gone, the B.M. will
shortly be going.
C.O., Adjutant and Q.M. all on the
transfer list; Maj. Merrick will be secondincommand in
camp for Maj. Waring, who does not want a repeat of
last year's " bedtime " story. (Bon voyage, Maj. and Mrs.
Waring.) Capt. Hall seconded for special duties; Capt.
Newman, Coy. 2 i/c, and the last appearance of certain
wellknown bods, before their official return to civvy street.
Of future dates, March 7th and 14th are shooting
meetings; the 1st Bn. are being feted in Tonbridge around
the end of March, and it is hoped to form a composite
Coy. to receive them; May lst2nd sees a tactical weekend
with a setto at Biggin Hill involving much skulduggery
and mayhem.
On the social side, we are promised a dance in the
near future.
So with the lengthening evenings, and the instructors
doing a good job of work with the N.C.O.s' Cadre, your
scribe signs off. . . .no more kip, no more hibernation.

Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
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REGIMENTAL
APPOINTMENT
PURCELL'S(Maidstone) Ltd.
have been appointed as
Tailors and Outfitters to the
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment
We will gladly give our Services
to the Regiment and trust that
members of the Regiment will
call and see us when in Maidstone

You may think it is unbelievable that
there are still many cases of great hardship
among ex~soldiers and their dependants that
cannot be helped by official schemes of
relief, but it is a true fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the
parent body of all regimental charities and
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
cases in need and cases of real hardship
where it is impossible to raise life above a
bare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
Please give all you can afford as a token
of gratitude to the men who gave so much
for you.

SUPPORT THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KING
# Donations may be sent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.I
or paid into any Bank in Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered Under The War Charities Act, 1940.
This space donated by W. Nash Ltd., St. Pauls Cray, Kent

wr&t/H

(MAIDSTONE)

12 MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
TELEPHONE
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REGIMENTAL

DEPOT

I

N the early part of this month we were all very glad
to welcome home the Colonel of the Regiment, since
when his Burgee has flown almost daily from Regimental
Headquarters.
Alas! about the same time we heard the tragic news
of Mr. Bill Day's sudden death, at the age of sixtytwo.
For years he had been one of our staunchest friends in
Maidstone, and one of his last acts was to personally draw
up the programme for the reception of the Bn. in Maid
stone on 1st April. Mr. Day was Deputy Lieutenant for
Kent and was a former Mayor of Maidstone.
Canon Sampson and Brig. Willis were dined out in
the Mess on 4th February, and we wish them both success
and happiness in their new appointments. Brig. Willis is
leaving the Army, but we gather he will remain closely
associated with Army boxing.
The Depot crosscountry running team competed in
the Home Counties District run, and in view of the fact
that we were the only small unit competing, did well to
finish 4th.
The result was :—
1, Intelligence Corps Centre
91
2, 10 Trades Trg. Regt., R.E
155
3, 12 S.M.E
168
4, Depot, The Queen's Own
250
5, 26 Pens. Sec., R.A.S.C
377

6, H.C. Bde., Depot
421
11 S.M.E
421
8, R.A.P.C
428
9, 34 L.A.A. Regt., R.A
584
Pte. Rossiter was first man home for the Depot, and
others running were S.S.I Tarporley, Cpl. Arnold, Cpl.
Buss, Ptes. StrideBlake, Ra)per and May. C.S.M. Dowsing
had the bad luck to be ill at the time and couldn't run, but
he had done much towards the training of a very fit team.
It has been nice seeing members of the Advance Party
from Malaya in the Barracks, but most are on leave until
8th March.
C.S.M. Watts, we note with alarm, has
accepted R.S.M. Hayley's invitation to do battle for the
Sgts. against the Officers next Friday.
However, the
Officers have a powerful side, including 2/Lt. Gregory, a
very useful player, and Messrs. Beale and Heatley. The
latter we understand has just won the Queen's Prize for
passing top out of Sandhurst and also won a hockey blue.
On Wednesday, 17th February, Brig. L. F. Wilier took
his last passing out parade in these barracks. Accompany
ing him was his successor, Brig. McCully, whose Regiment
was the Royal Sussex. Ferozeshah PL were passing out,
but with them on parade were Aliwal and Sobraon Pis.,
the latter constituting our new and large intake.
Ferozeshah attained the highest Pl. average on the
rifle that we have yet had, and Brig. Wilier presented shoot
ing medals to Pte. Naylor, a marksman, and Pte. Lawrence.
The Band of the Royal Engineers from Chatham kindly
came over and supported us as Mr. Sharpe and his Band
have left for Kenya.
Training of the Home Guard continues, and this
month we held a minor tactics weekend for them.
A
Demonstration Pl. was found for them from the recruits,
and demonstrations were laid on in Invicta Lines.
We have three notable departures to report this month.
Sgt. Knight has left to take up his appointment with
2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., in Malaya, as M.T. Sgt., and Sgt.

The Advance Party's arrival in Maidstone.
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Morgan has left us for O.C.S., Eaton Hall. Both have
done invaluable work here and we wish them all luck.
Lt. Maw has finished his wholetime National Service with
us and now goes to Cambridge. He very kindly presented
to the men a handsome silver tankard. We understand
that he is becoming Signals Officer in the 4/5th Bn., and
he is returning to the Depot in early May to keep in the
running of the golf meetings.
Sgt. Tidy is with us and having completed a course
at Canterbury is now in charge of one of the new Pis.
We have had one triangular .22 shooting match this
month and we managed to defeat Dartford Rifle Club and
11th Bn. H.G. easily. C.S.M. Dowsing and Sgt. Bradshaw
were top scorers for the Depot with 92.
R.S.M. Morris, M.B.E., is attached to us at the
moment, and he is standing in for Maj. Pond, who is on
leave. He has strengthened the Depot hockey side con
siderably.
On Friday, March 5th, The Buffs, no doubt thirsting
to avenge their defeat of last year, have challenged us
again for the Hardy Cup. We had our usual novices'
competition to select our side, and at any rate we can
report 44 bags of pluck," but perhaps not too much skill!
However, the whole Depot will transport itself to Canter
bury for the evening to enjoy what never fails to be a
good evening's sport. S.S.I. Tarporley is working hard
with our team and is optimistic.
This has been a bad
month as regard Certificate 44A" Exams., and we have been
doing board after board.
It will be of interest to readers to know that the
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Regiment have a representative in the Army Rugger XV.
He is Pte. D. M. Turner, a National Service potential
leader, now stationed at Canterbury.
As we go to press we would like to wish the Bn. a
pleasant journey through the Bay and further to assure
them that a great welcome awaits them here.

SERGEANTS' MESS

A

S was mentioned in our last contribution, the members
of the Mess at last managed to fulfil its longavowed
intention of visiting the Maidstone Branch, The Old
Contemptibles' Association, and accordingly on Friday,
29th January, 1954, the members of the Mess paraded in
full strength (minus the R.S.M.) for this function, which
had been outstanding for well over a year (but unfortu
nately, due to pressure of our other commitments, we had
not been able to fix the meeting). At this stage, mention
must be made of the absence of the R.S.M. at the com
mencement of the proceedings. Somewhere around 4.30
p.m. on this day, the R.S.M. received a telephone message
to say that a copious supply of water was flowing down
his front door step, and if he could tell the caller where
the 44 stop cock " was. It appears that a burst had occurred
in the bathroom during the temporary absence of Mrs.
Hayley that afternoon. E\entually the water was turned
off, but not until practically the whole of his house had
been flooded.
This, of course, prevented him putting in
an appearance at our function at the commencement, but
we were pleased to see him towards the end of the evening.

Kent Messenger Photograph

Son and grandson of Regimental Sergeant Majors with The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, 16yearsold Rodney Hayley (nearest camera) takes the oath of allegiance as he
is sworn into the Regular Army for service with the Regiment, by Chatham recruiting
officer, Major J. E. N. Sqaife, Rodney's father, R.S.M. A, J. Hayley, looks on.
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The evening began with a very short and delightfully
informal meeting, where we were warmly welcomed by the
Chairman and President. We soon all became " Chums,"
and had a drink on our hosts; then the fun and games
began. A spontaneous game of darts began immediately,
with the O.R.Q.M.S. aiding and abetting the Old Con
temptibles with his own particular brand of scoring. The
Old Boys play this game with great skill, doubtless after
years of automatic alignment.
A crib session then began, while the Mess 44 Gannets "
(plural and no names) fell upon and soon devoured some
very delicious ham sandwiches. After this excellent feast,
the 44 Amateur Five " began a game of 44 Tippit." As the
Mess were very soon winning by a score of 20 to 8 the
44 worker" very sportingly dropped the piece.
Once our
hosts had the piece, their years of experience at these artful
shiftyeyed games began to tell (just like to Officers). We
are sorry to say the O.C.A. won by one point.
At about 9.40 p.m. the R.S.M. arrived; he apologised
to our hosts and explained that he was a victim of 44 burst
pipes." We all sympathise with an R.S.M. who goes home
to find water coming down the stairs through the front
door.
Nevertheless, he defeated their champion darts
player. The evening was fast drawing to a close and there
was only time for one leg of 44 Tippit " by the professionals.
Professionals—my foot! Your devoted columnist dare not
even record the score. 44 Worker " and 44 Queen Bees "—
hang your heads in shame.
All too soon, time for our departure came and we
had to bid farewell to our friends, the Old Contemptibles.
Thank you very much, 44 Chums." We hope to see you
under our roof very soon.
The expected arrival of 1st Bn. Advance Party at
Maidstone on 17th February did not come off.
They
docked on that date and proceeded direct on leave from
the boat. We were pleased, however, to see 44 Dodo"
Watts, who is spending his leave in Maidstone and comes
in for his 44 Elevenses."
An important event took place on the 23rd February,
when R.S.M. Hayley's boy Rodney was attested at Chatham
for 44 The Queen's Own," and thereby ensured that a
44 Hayley " will be serving in the Regiment for many years
to come.
He proceeded to the Boys' Infantry Bn. at
Tuxford, Notts., the same day, and I'm sure he has the
very best wishes from all ranks of the Regiment for a
successful military career. Being the third generation of
the family, he has something to live up to.
Sgt. Cowlard returned from leave about this time and
will be joining the 1st Bn. in due course. R.S.M. Morris
is doing yeoman work by keeping the Q.M. department flag
flying until arrival of the 1st Bn. at the end of the month.
Sgt. Knight embarked for Malaya on 26th to join the
2nd Bn., The King's African Rifles. We all wish him the
best of luck.
We have an important date at Canterbury on 5th
March, when our recruit boxers take on The Buffs for the
Hardy Cup. We are also looking forward to the arrival
of the Bn. here on 26th March, 1954. We also wish the
best of luck to Sgt. Morgan, who has now left us for
O.C.S., Mons Barracks, Aldershot, seeking a commission
in R.A.S.C.
44 McCartney."

20TH

KENT (SEVENOAKS)
HOME GUARD

BN.

T

HE Bn. has now been reformed for almost two years. All
our members have shown great enthusiasm in attending
parade and training, and when a member has been forced
through illhealth, etc., to resign, his absence is felt by all,
such has become the espritdecorps in the unit.
Our recruiting has been slow, as I think is true of most
of the new Home Guard Battalions, but, we can say that
every one of our recruits is of first class material, and can
be relied upon for any emergency or duty.
The Bn. has been, and will always be, we hope, led by
our Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. Warde.
Col. Warde
has many commitments in the county, and his devoting so
much time to the unit is greatly appreciated by all.
We are fortunate in having as our R.S.M. one who
has served a life time with the Army and who was the
R.S.M. of the old 20th Bn., Home Guard. He is R.S.M.
Rogers, who I am sure will be known to many serving
and exmembers of the Royal West Kent Regiment. Sgt.
Maj. Rogers is the proud holder of the Meritorious Service
Medal for service with the Regular and Territorial Army.
We would like to express and put on record our
gratitude for the help given since the Bn. was reformed
by Lt.Col. Jackson, Commanding Officer of the 4/5th Bn.,
the Royal West Kent Regiment.
Help has been given
and is still being given by the 4/5th Bn. The Bn. Orderly
Room has come to our assistance many times and it is
greatly appreciated.
Also the loan of instructors and
equipment, which has always been unstinted.
We have also to thank the local Coy. of the 4/5th Bn.
Recently, owing to so many units using their Drill Hall,
we have had to ask permission to parade with C Coy. This
was readily given and so once again we are indebted to
the 4/5th Bn. of the Royal West Kent Regiment.
We would also like to thank C.S.M. Jackson, of C
Coy., for his help, which was purely voluntary, and very
welcome, in instructing the unit.
A keen interest is being taken in the Vickers Machine
Gun. An asset in this, to the Bn., is Lt. Hone, who has
taken over the instruction of this weapon. The interest
and enthusiasm that is being aroused by Lt. Hone's
instruction on this weapon proves that you can 44 teach old
dogs new tricks."

*
In September of last year, the Bn. took part in the
Sector Rifle Shoot.
This was the first event in which
the unit has entered a team.
Although we came last,
for all that the team put up a very good show, having the
only possible of the day and one of the highest individual
scores.
This event, I know, was enjoyed by all taking
part, and we are looking forward to plenty of practice for
the event this year.
44 Sevenoke,"
Claridge House,
High Street,
Sevenoaks.
Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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BY APPOINTMENT SILVERSMITHS
TO THE LATE KING GEORGE VI

FINER
WATCHES
In the really goodquality watch where
beauty is combined with purpose we
find the most acceptable of gifts. We
at '112' are proud that the selection
of watches we are able to place before
you embraces all that is best in the art
of the Watchmaker. In addition there
is a 2years' complete guarantee with
every watch sold by us. An illustrated
catalogue entitled 4Finer Watches' is
available and will be sent upon request.

GARRARD & CO. LTD
Crown Jewellers
formerly

(1)

ct. gold £ 1 4 . 8 . 0 .
Chrome and steel £ 8 . 0 . 0
(3) 9 ct. gold £ 2 0 . 1 4 . 0 . Stainless steel £12. 0 . 0
( 4 ) Stainless steel £13. 0 . 0
(2)

9

THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 Regent Street, London, W.i
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021

82

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

%3L£/<WtEN'$ OWN
MpBEL PASTePmm
^ASSOCIATION
RETURN OF THE 1st BATTALION
Thursday, 1st April—Maidstone :—
Standard Bearers and escort should be at the Saluting
Base outside the Town Hall in High Street, Maid
stone, by not later than 10.30 a.m.
Friday, 2nd April—Invicta Lines, Maidstone :—
Members of the Past and Present Association are
cordially invited by the 1st Bn. to watch the Parade
in Invicta Lines, Maidstone, on Friday, 2nd April,
1954, when our ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The
Duchess of Kent, will be visiting the Bn. on their
return from Malaya.
Spectators are requested to be at Invicta Lines at
11.30 a.m.
The Bn. regrets, however, that they are unable to pro
vide any refreshments.
Saturday, 3rd April—Tonbridge :—
Standard Bearers and escort should be at the Saluting
Base on the river bridge, Tonbridge, by not later
than 10.30 a.m.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
this month was the first to be held at our
OURqewmeeting
headquarters, The Drill Hall, Parish Lane,

Penge, S.E., and a very successful meeting it was.
Mr. Wilks, our vicechairman, was in the chair. Our
chairman, Mr. S. J. Terry, arriving late due to the fact
that he was doing a spot of overtime, earning a little extra
for himself and quite a bit extra for the Chancellor of the
Exchequer.
A good attendance was recorded and we made a good
start in our new home by enrolling three new members,
namely : —
Mr. Perry, who is Lieutenant and Adjutant of the
Cadet Bn. The Queen's Own R.W.K., Mr. Buck, exC.S.M.
4/5th Bn., and last but by no means least Mr. Stubbs,
ex5th Bn., who as I remember was a very staunch member
of "A" Coy. On behalf of the whole branch I say welcome
to you all, may your stay with us be a long and happy one.
Both rooms put at our disposal at the Drill Hall were
very comfortable. A nice fire was burning in each room
and we all felt that we were really welcome. The refresh
ments were all that could have been desired; even a cup
of tea was forthcoming for those that wanted it, and I
should like to take this opportunity „of thanking those who
were responsible for making our first meeting at Penge a
comfortable one.
It was very pleasing, too, to note that a couple of the
London Branch had called in to see us. I am sure they

were impressed by our new H.Q. and will come again;
we are always pleased to see members of other branches.
A start was made on the annual knockout Darts
Tournament and many a nifty arrow was sent hurtling
through the air.
Mrs. Charlie Sayer was the lucky raffle winner and
a few games of Housey Housey helped to cover the cbst
of the evening's expenses for the lucky winners. To finish
off a very enjoyable evening Alec did extremely well on a
piano that had seen better times, but still able to produce
good accompaniment for our singing stars.
I was sorry to note that two of our old members, Mr.
Carter and Mr. Medhurst, were not with us on this
occasion, but we are all hoping to see them in the very
near future. Bill James is, I understand, still recuperating
after his very nasty accident but I am sure he will be
back with us soon, together with Mrs. James.
Mr. Bob Fielder, our Hon. Secretary, is still going strong
and making an excellent job of his secretaryship, and our
Treasurer, Mr. Len Clarke, is still very carefully guarding
the branch's lolly and a fine guardian he is, too.
On Saturday, the 20th February, our branch together
with the London Branch were invited to a social evening
at the Prison Officers' Club at Wormwood Scrubbs. This
is our third trip (socially) to the Scrubbs and on each
occasion we have had a really enjoyable evening.
Twentyfive of us from Catford attended on this
occasion and twentyfive thoroughly enjoyed themselves,
and not one was detained when once we decided to leave.
Unfortunately we are still unable to beat the Prison
Officers at darts—yes, we lost again, this time by the odd
leg—nevertheless it was a very near thing, that last elusive
double seems to be so darned hard to get. Maybe it's the
sudden change of air and liquid refreshment that somewhat
spoils our aim for it was noticed that one or two of the
better players were not up to their usual form. Of our
team I must mention Stan Knight for recording our highest
individual score, 82. Well done, Stan !
Towards the end of the evening Mr. S. J. Terry took
the stage and thanked the Prison Officers for another
grand evening and, on behalf of both Catford and London
Branch, made a small gift to Mrs. Burden and thanked her
for her excellent service at the piano.
Mrs. Burden is really a fine pianist and sits at the
piano on these occasions for hours on end to entertain
the guests, and I assure her that we all really enjoy her
playing. Whether you are a bass, baritone, soprano, or
whether you sing in A Flat, B Flat or just plain ruddy flat,
Mrs. Burden is sure to find the right accompanying note
for you.
Lew Lake was in good form though not up to his
usual standard, and it is to be taken for granted that there
are still four famous old ladies locked in a lavatory.
Horace Maskell, too, was up there behind the footlights
—no mean performer is our Horace.
Mrs. Terry was seen holding very tightly to her raffle
prize, a halfbottle of cherry brandy, but her husband,
Sid, was very close wearing a thirsty look as he watched
that bottle safely leave the Scrubbs.
Yes—a very enjoyable evening—and once again we say
thank you to our hosts and thank you Mrs. Burden.
Cheerio,
Esjtie.
Wanted—Several new members for the Catford and
District Branch of the Past and Present Association.
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CHATHAM BRANCH
monthly meeting was held on February 1st. Some
OUR
who braved the wintry weather to be present were: Maj.

H. M. Smith (Hon. Sec.), C. J. Williams (Chairman), G.
Anchors, Butch Smith and Treganno. I am sorry I was
absent as I had slipped on the ice and had a bad shaking
the same day and thought it advisable to rest. Both Alf
Tapp, M.C., and Joe Wright, deserve a pat on the back
for their attendance. Alf being 81 years of age and Joe
has just passed through a serious illness. The meeting
agreed that Joe Wright should make the usual arrangements
for our summer outing in August. Gerry Paice won the
booby prize, a box of chocolates. I visited Joe and his
wife at their home and received a warm welcome. Joe
says he is getting better and his presentation clock was
chiming merrily on the mantelpiece. 1 believe the young
soldiers of today would be interested to hear a little of
what soldiering was like in the days of Queen Victoria.
At the Depot, in 1890, there were no separate dining
room as the barrack rooms served the dual purpose of
living and dining. We had a straw mattress with blankets
folded on top, and a strap around these with a nameplate
attached. Recruits were issued with one red coat. Trousers
with a red stripe down the legs, and a Glengarry cap with
a blue serge uniform for drill fatigues. When we were
efficient enough to carry out guard duties we were lent
from the Q.M. a black helmet with brass fittings (we thought
we were posh).
Next month I hope to remark on joining the 2nd Bn.
The next meeting will be on Monday, March 1st, at
the Drill Hall, Boundary Road.
Yours respectfully,
Ike Williams (Victorian).

LONDON BRANCH
held on the 29th January was a reminder
OURthatmeeting
the cold weather we were having at about that

period affected our attendance in no small way. It was
certainly the lowest attendance I can remember at the
Cranbourne, but even so, I expect other branches would
be pleased to have 34 people seated, as that was the number
in attendance. As we have become accustomed to seeing
at least 50 members, the drop was appreciable and caused
quite a flutter among us. Let's hope in future the weather
will be kinder, at least on the last Friday of the cold
months !
It was pleasing to see Dick and Mrs. Blackham braving
the elements.
Mrs. Fenwick's presence made our total
number of ladies two.
Our hon. VicePresident, Major
A.S. Bredon, was on parade, also Col. C. S. Durtnell; no
weather troubles for the former, despite the years.
He
and I spent a while yarning about the teams in the West
Indies !
A good topic for a cold night.
It was good to see Trefor Thomas and Alf Beauchamp
once more among us. The farther the distance from which
they come, the more enjoyable the evening spent, seems
to be their motto, as both these very good members—Alf
Beauchamp especially—come long distances to attend.
Trefor is at Leamington, whilst the latter is nearly always
at some town in the North on deliveries towards the
weekend.

Our meeting did not last long.
In the main the
topic was, of course, the homecoming of the Bn. in which
so many of our members have taken such interest.
We
now know the date and the details of the functions which
are taking place in honour of their homecoming. No doubt
our next meeting will see all details given to all of the
branch in order to give everyone an opportunity to pay
respects to the 1st Bn., which achieved its century of
bandits some time ago.
Whilst at the United Services Club in Romford 1 ran
into a Mr. Stephenson who was with the 2nd Bn. from
1934 onwards, and he, Chas. Dumbrell and myself had a
good old chinwag about the 1st and 2nd Bns. of prewar
days, up to the departure of both Bns.—one from home,
one to home—in early 1938. Should this catch his eye,
I trust Mr. Stephenson will come along and see us at the
Cranbourne.
Our Chairman passed along a couple of
Busters for him which I have left at this Club, hoping we
shall rope in another member.
I see our .Catford Branch has had another move, this
time to a Drill Hall. We all hope Sid Terry and his merry
men will now be quite settled. They are certainly among
friends. This may quite easily result in Sid having fuller
attendances, much deserved, and the attendance of
members of our branch who live quite close. The more
that could attend, the better. This comradeship cannot
be carried too far, and let us hope that those of us who
live near will take advantage and meet more often,
members of the Regiment, as Sid states, not members of
a branch.
The Spider.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

B

Y the time these notes are issued, the Branch will once
again be assembled for their Annual Dinner, which
is taking place at The Wig and Gown Hotel, Maidstone,
on Friday, 19th March. With the expected arrival of the
1st Bn. at Maidstone on 26th March, it is not expected that
we shall have many representatives from other Branches
this year at the dinner.
The Social and Games Evening with our 44 shipmates "
of the Royal Naval Association on 5th February turned
out to be a rather tame affair, with a very poor attendance
from both Associations. This was partly due, no doubt,
to a mention that numbers would have to be restricted
owing to accommodation and the inclement weather that
was prevailing early in the month. Nevertheless, the 20
or so who put in an appearance had a pleasant evening
and lashings of refreshments, since catering had been laid
on for about 50 or 60
On the 8th February our shooting team scored another
success by beating the Maidstone Branch of the British
Legion by 422 to 291 points. This concludes our shooting
matches for the current season, which has been fairly
successful, with consistent scoring throughout. To date,

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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only one match has been lost and that was the R.A.M.C.
The result is still awaited, however, of the result of our
match versus the Royal Naval Association. We have set
them 414 points to get out of a possible of 500, and as
they have been averaging around 360, we do hope to win.
R.S.M. Hayley has fired consistently well and has high
hopes of being the best individual shot of the Maidstone
Joint Council of ExService Associations. There are seven
teams in the competition.
The games season has been a poor one for our Branch.
On 26th January we managed to beat the Old Contemp
tibles' Association by 8 points to 4, but failed completely
versus the Royal Artillery Association on 23rd February,
when they beat us by 10 points to 2.
Our February meeting was well attended, but it is
with regret that we had to mention the passing of three
exmembers of the Regiment in Mr. P. A. Weeden (Maid
stone Branch), Mr. H. J. Bass (" Penalty Kick ") and Mr.
T. C. Woolfe. We extend our sympathy to their relatives.
We were indeed pleased to welcome two new members in
Mr. A. L. Fissenden (exlst Bn.) and Mr. F. Driscoll. We
hope they will be able to attend our meetings and functions
regularly. It was suggested that the Branch, with the help
of Mr. W. F. Checksfield (Local Inspector, R.S.P.C.A.),
might be able to organise a Dog Show in the late summer.
This is food for thought, and we also are beginning to
think of an outing to the coast in the warmer weather.
The end of the month will find Maidstone all ready to
give a real welcome home to the 1st Bn. and elaborate
arrangements are being made for the civic reception. Our
Standard with escorts will be on parade both in Maidstone
and at Tonbridge, when the Bn. march through the towns.
We hope that the right kind of weather will be here then.
News has spread that the Bn. left the jungle on their way
to Singapore on 24th February, having obtained a total
score of 106 bandits during the three years they have spent
in Malaya.
Forthcoming Events
Friday, 19th March : 7.45 p.m., ANNUAL DINNER
at Wig and Gown Hotel.
Tuesday, 23rd March: 7.30 p.m., Games versus
R.A.M.C. at exServices' Club.
Thursday, 1st April : Civic Reception to 1st Bn. in
Maidstone.
Friday, 2nd April : Visit of H.R.H. The Duchess of
Kent to 1st Bn. at Invicta Lines, Maidstone.
Friday, 9th April: 7.45 p.m., Monthly Meeting, Sgts'.
Mess, The Barracks.

OBITUARY

r

MR. H. J. BASS

was with great regret that I heard of the death of our
old comrade, exQ.M.S. H. J. Bass, who was known to
all in the Regiment as " Hoppo Bass."
" Hoppo " enlisted in " The Queen's Own " during the
reign of Queen Victoria. I first knew him with the 2nd Bn.
at Shorncliffe Camp in February, 1891, when he then
ranked as sergeant. He was Regimental poet and also foot
baller. He was a member of the Regimental team, which in
1893, were the first English Regiment to win the Army Foot
ball Cup. He was a frequent contributor to " The Q.O.G."

and continued the good work on his retirement from the
Regiment.
" Hoppo " and the late " Mattie " Audsley were fore
most in the inauguration of the Sergeants' Association.
" Hoppo " had the happy knack of being chummy with
those who served under him, and at the same time main
taing the discipline so necessary in the Army.
I met him at our annual reunions at Maidstone, and
a sure sign of his popularity was when old comrades would
ask : " Has anyone seen ' Hoppo ' Bass ? "
During the South African War, 19002, he served with
the 4th Militia Bn. in Malta and was awarded the
" Queen's South African Medal," which was inscribed
" Mediterranean."
I tender my sympathy to the relatives of our old com
rade. Goodbye, " Hoppo."
" Life's ever rolling stream bears all its sons away."
" IKE " WILLIAMS,
ex2879, Victorian.

SEVENOAKS

BRANCH

F you live anywhere in the Sevenoaks area you are
IMaunders,
invited to write to Major A. H. Coombes, T.D., at
Otford^ who is now reorganising the Sevenoaks
Branch of the Regimental Past and Present Association.
With the help of exmembers of the Queen's Own he
intends to make the Sevenoaks Branch a real live organisa
tion. Do it now !

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 3d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION
JULY 1911

FOUNDED
PATRON :

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.B.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :

LT.COLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :

LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:

BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. G. Cockell

Chatham

Mr. C. J. Williams . .

Catford & District .. Mr. S. J. Terry
Gravesend

Mr. A. Wood

Guernsey

Maj. R. H. Thatcher

London

Mr. L. Remfry

Maidstone

Mr. H. Carman

Sevenoaks
ShornclifFe

.. Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell

Tonbridge &
Major N. S. C.
Tunbridge Wells
Elmslie
Lt.Col.
G. K.
6th Battalion
7th Battalion

Defrates, D.S.O., M.C
Major E. Goodman

8th Battalion
10th Battalion
11th Battalion

Capt. C. B. Smith .

20th (London)

Mr. J. Mingay

SECRETARY
Mr. A. Smith,
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley. Kent.
Mr. J. E. Wright,
179, City Way, Rochester.
Mr. R. A. Fielder,
87, Newlands Park, Sydenham, S.E.26.
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
Port.
Mr. T. Briddock,
74, Cherry Tree Walk,
West Wickham, Kent.
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
27, Shakespeare Roaa, Tonbridge.
Mr. C. Sayers,
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Mr. T. Shepherd,
492. Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
. Mr. L. W. Dawson,
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Mr. F. W. Sales,
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.

DETAIL OF MEETINGS
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
Service Club, Bromley.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
S3cond Friday of each month at T.A.
Centre, Parish Lane, Penge.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
First Monday of each month.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
" FleurdeLys," Sandgate.
Quarterly, 1st
Friday, Feb., May, Aug.. Nov.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Bromley.
Reunion annually in March or April as noti
fied in Press and " Q.O.G."

Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
Meeting first Tuesday each month, Holly
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/-; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/-, Other Ranks, 1/-.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those \n
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/- to Life Members.
Ail communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association- The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

Charles always
picks a winner...
and he certainly picked a thoroughbred
when he bought a SunbeamTalbot.

It's so fast

and yet so comfortable — the way it sticks to the road on
corners gives me a nice feeling of safety. .

v

and we're always there first!

SUNBEAMTALBOT CONVERTIBLE
Now fitted with high compression head pro
ducing 77 b.h.p. at 4,100 r.p.m. giving higher
speed, even better acceleration and greater
flexibility.

Sports

Convertib' £855 plus P.T. £357«7»6

Ask for a trial run today — it will convince you f
Whitewall tyres and overriders optional extras.

SUNBEAMTALBOT
SUNBEAM ALPINE
—NEW SPORTS CAR VERSION OF THE SUNBEAM-TALBOT WON NO LESS THAN FOUR COUPES DES ALPES
AND THE COUPES DES DAMES ON ITS FIRST APPEARANCE IN THE ARDUOUS 1953 ALPINE RALLY

A PRODUCT OF THE ROOTES GROUP

CANTERBURY - ROCHESTER

KMOOTE
S
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tr
Hon. Editor : Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, The Barracks, Maidstone. Advertising Agents : Service Newspapers Ltd 67/68 Jermvn St
St. James's, London, S.W.I. Whitehall 2504.
'

A TBWl'WT C
#AiMisi t

yTent

APRIL, 1954

THE REED PAPER GROUP

This giant machine at the Aylesford Paper Mills is making paper at a speed of 15 miles
per hour and producing over 140 tons of paper daily.

THE REED

PAPER GROUP includes

AYLESFORD
TOVIL

AND

THE LONDON
EMPIRE
THE MEDWAY

PAPER
PAPER
PAPER

BROOKGATE
SOUTHERN

MILLS

BRIDGE MILLS
MILLS CO.

LTD.

MILLS LTD.

CORRUGATED

MEDWAY
THE

PAPER

PAPER

CO.

LTD.

SACKS LTD.

INDUSTRIES LTD.
PAPER

STOCK

CO.

LTD.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
The Regimental

journal of The Queens Own Royal Vest Kent Regiment

APRIL, 1954

Vol. LXX. No. 4

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with the motto " Invicta."
Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," " Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee. 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
« Oppy " " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917 '18 " " St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918 " " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
191516" " Gaza," " El Mughar," "Jerusalem," " Jericho," " Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
11

Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
The Carleton and York Regiment—Honorary Colonel : H.M. The Queen
The Kent Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.

1st A.C.F. Bn., Sidcup.

Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot) . . Invicta Lines, Maidstone.
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
2nd A.C.F. Bn., Swanley.
3rd A.C.F. Bn„ Tunbridge Wells.

4th AC.F. Bn., Maidstone.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Deputy Colonel, Brigadier R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.
" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks 5/ per annum post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the Editor,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address,

16th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 13th JUNE, 1954
11.00 a.m.—Parade
HE " Fall In" will be sounded. All ranks will
form up in Close Column of Bns. in line facing
* south.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the Parade.

11.15 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the Band, will move in
column of route, order as above. Route: Sandling Road,
Week Street, High Street, Mill Street, to All Saints' Church.

11.30 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will
enter the Church by the North entrance and will be con
ducted to their seats on that side of the Church. The
remaining Units will enter the Church by the South en
trance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs be
hind the font, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession
to pass, and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar
will receive the Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone and party, for ladies and officers in uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church, should proceed independently.

Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
church commencing from the front pew, and return to
Mill Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of " threes " in
reverse order of march facing High Street.

March Off
Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph Units will halt and turn inwards
in " threes " and stand at ease.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation will be in attendance

The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to " Attention," the Regimental Padre will give
the Exhortation, the " Last Post" will be sounded, a two
minute silence observed, followed by " Reveille." Wreaths
will then be laid on the Regimental Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

March Past
On arrival in Barracks, the Deputy Colonel of the
Regiment, Brigadier R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C., will
take the Salute on the Barracks Square at the near corner
of the Officers' Mess.
Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand 44 Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.

Meals
A buffet lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium
at a cost of 5/6 per head. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives.
Tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cash should accompany the order. No applications for
tickets will be considered after Tuesday, the 1st June, 1954.
TEA.—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m. This
will be served in tents on the Back Field.

3 p.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
3 p.m., on the Back Field. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.
Last year's winner was the 11th (Lewisham) Bn.

Music
The Band of the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, will play on the Back Field during the
afternoon.

Amusements
SHOOTING.—The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the miniature
range) will commence at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the '4 Roberts " target, two sighters
will be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented last year by the Depot,
will be awarded to the winning team. The present holders
are the Maidstone Branch.
A P.T. DISPLAY will be given during the afternoon by
the Recruits of the Depot.
CHILDREN'S RACES.—These will be organized during
the course of the afternoon.
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Social and Personal

TE6itorial
Return of the 1st Battalion
HE 1st Bn. was given a tumultuous welcome on their
arrival in Maidstone last month.
In this issue we publish a large number of photographs
showing their departure from Malaya and arrival in the
United Kingdom.
The Civic Reception, and Parade for Her Royal
Highness the Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E., will
be featured in the May issue.

T

*
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Reunion, 1954
The date of the Annual Reunion this year has been
brought forward to Sunday, the 13th June, 1954. Full
details appear elsewhere in this issue.
*

*

*

*

Officers' List
Owing to reasons beyond our control, it has not been
possible to bring our Officers' List uptodate. It is hoped
to have the list amended and brought uptodate in the May
number.
*

*

*

*

We are happy to say that our efforts to get the March
issue of " The Gazette " on board the " Empire Orwell" at
sea, were successful. The copies for the Bn. were delivered
at Port Said, and we are deeply indebted to Capt. R. W.
Douglas, Q.(M.), War Office, and the Port Said Port
Authorities for their invaluable help.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Dinner
The usual invitation cards for the Dinner and At
Home have now been despatched. Members of the Dinner
Club, who, for any reason, fail to get their cards, should
send their names to the Secretary stating acceptance or
otherwise.
Regimental History
Details of the Regimental History (19201950) are
published in this issue. An order form is enclosed and
readers who require a copy are requested to complete and
return the counterfoil to Regimental Headquarters as soon
as possible.
FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

7th and 8th May— REGIMENTAL GOLF.
14th M a y — R E G I M E N T A L A T H O M E .
14th M a y — R E G I M E N T A L D I N N E R .
13th June—REUNION.
17 th, 19th and 21st, 22nd July—TENT, M O T E .

REGIMENTAL

CRICKET, 1954

v. THE MOTE—The Mote,
Saturday, May 15th
v. THE BUFFS—Canterbury,
Thursday, June 24th
v. THE BUFFS—The D<?pot
Friday, July 2nd
y. BAND OF BROS.—The Depot „ Cricket
Saturday, July 3rd
v. THE MOTE—The Depot
\
eek
Sunday, July 4th
v.
West Kent C.C.—ChislehursL
Saturday, July 10th
Thursday, August 12th v. OLD SUTTON IANS—Sutton Valence.
Saturday, 28th August v. BA BES—The Depot.
All matches commence at 11.30 a.m., except for Saturday, May
15th, which commences at 2 p.m.
Those desirous of playing in any or all of the above matches are
requested to communicate with O.C., Depot.

T

HE homecoming of the 1st Bn. provided a tonic for
the Colonel of the Regiment's Visitors' Book.
Practically all the Officers who arrived home have signed.
If each of them told a story, we could write a book. For
instance, Maj. G. U. Weymouth, who was on the " Empire
Windrush," managed to get away fully clad—in pyjamas !
Happily his wife and children got safely away, too, but they
managed to keep dry.
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside came home with the Bn. in the
" Empire Orwell," accompanied by his family. He was
originally booked to come on the " Windrush," but managed
to book his passage with the Bn. I believe his name is
Christopher, in which case, his namesake, the Saint, cer
tainly is carrying out his function of looking after travellers.
Visitors from the Bn. included Lt.Col. Fyler, Lt.Col.
Crook (we have been doing so much business lately with
the latter, he is no longer a visitor—he's a member), Maj.
P. N. Elgood, Capt. J. B. Wilson, Maj. Brock, Mr. Scouller,
Maj. Crumplin, Maj. Elgood, Mr. Halsall, and, of course,
there are the others, whose signatures are undecipherable.
All the above, and some more from other places in
the Sunny East, are included in the advertisement " Hand
some men are slightly sunburned."
*

*

*

*

Maj. Dover, accompanied by his father, I believe paid
a visit to the Depot—but that was before we got our direct
tion board fixed up near the Guard Room.
*

*

*

*

This month we secured the signature of Mrs. Rodney
Style, acting as deputy to the Brigadier. We have now the
names of two ladies in the book : the other is Mrs. Coleman,
relative of Sgt. John Coleman, V.C.
*

*

*

*

Others who signed are :—
Brig. Riddell, as Deputy Colonel, Lt.Col. K. G. Thrift,
Maj. Elmslie, Brig. J. J. McCully, H.C.D., on
inspection duty, Messrs. Heatly, Durtnell Bowen
and Sutton, on first appointment, Lt.Col. Heygate,
Capt. I. A. Macmillan, Lt.Col. Haycraft, Maj.
H. B. H. White, Maj. Bredon, Col. Clay, Lt.Col.
Martyn, Maj. Blake.
*

*

*

*

Capt. Baseley reported. He is on leave from Tangan
yika, where he is on the Prison Staff.
We would like to congratulate Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards
on being appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for the County of
London.
*

*

*

*

We offer our sympathy to the following invalids and
wish them a speedy recovery : Mrs. Guy Keenlyside and
Mr. J. Wright.
*

*

*

*

We are pleased to say that Lt.Col. MoultonBarrett has
signified his intention of being present at the Dinner in the
United Service Club, on the 14th May. He is coming home
Lom Jamaica.
*

*

 X

Maj. Peter Godden has informed us that he is now
residing at " Wansfell," 95, Ilchester Road, Yeovil,
Somerset.
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Finally, we apologise to Mr. P. R. Hatt for showing
him as coming home on release, in last month's " Q.O.G."
44 Social and Personal." We should have said coming home
from 6th Bn., K.A.R.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
95, York Street,
Sydney, N.S.W.
9th March, 1954.

Sir,

Should any of your readers chance to pass this way,
I would always be glad to hear from them, and if I am able
to assist them in interpreting the 44 Aussie way of life," it
will be a pleasure to do so. It is a great mistake to imagine
that 44 Pommies " can fit into Australian habits without a
certain amount of education. To start with the beer here
has about three times the alcoholic content of English beer
and this alone is apt to be confusing to the uninitiated.
I now feel myself competent to instruct new arrivals
as I have been here five years and am well and truly settled.
Amongst other proofs of complete assimilation I have pro
duced a family, taken a commission in the C.M.F. (equiva
lent of your T.A.) and been appointed a J.P.
To all members of the Regiment I send greetings, and
especially to my old comrades of the 5th Bn., who served
under the late Lt.Col. John Whitty and his successor,
Lt.Col. Jack Malcomson.
Yours sincerely,
Mark M. Braham
(exC Coy., 5 R.W.K.).
Dear Sir,
I thought you might care to include the enclosed news
item in the next issue of 44 The Queen's Own Gazette."
Yours sincerely,
E. Jordan Reeves, Maj.
*
*
*
44 The adventures of the 1st Bn. in Greece in 1945 were
recalled on the 7th April, when H.R.H. The Duchess of
Kent was present at a Song Recital in the Chelsea Town
Hall in aid of the British Friendship to Greece Society.
44 Lt.Col. Haycraft, Maj. Glynn and Maj. Reeves, who
acted as stewards at the concert, had the honour of being
presented to Her Royal Highness. Lt.Col. Braithwaite,
D.S.O., who was, unfortunately, unable to be present owing
to illness, Maj. Glynn and Maj. Reeves were with the 1st
Bn. in Greece.
44 The Chairman of the Society, Dr. Beryl Harding,
and her British Red Cross team were attached to the Bn.
at Amfissa in Central Greece."
—
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REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

W

ITH the homecoming of the 1st Bn., the Curator is
hoping to receive some interesting exhibits for the
Museum—many have been promised—a few have already
arrived, including the UluCaledonian (Selangor) Estate
Board.
It is proposed to set up a
extension of the Museum.

44

Malay " Bay in the new

On 1st April many members of the Past and Present
Association and friends signed the Visitors' Book. We were
especially pleased to welcome Mr. Martin Coles Harman,
from Lundy Island, father of the late L/Cpl. John
Pennington Harman, V.C.
We thank the following for their gifts :—
Capt. J. B. Wilson and Lt. D. H. Woolstencroft for the
UluCaledonian Estate Board.
Mrs. L. M. Miles for Picture, Powder Bass and Shot
f^om the collection of the late R.Q.M.S. W. J.
Biddle, R.W.K.
Mr. M. J. Woodhall for Clock, Shooting Prize and
Silver Cigarette Case.
Anonymous for 1914 Star of No. 8513, Pte. G. Osborne.
Mrs. M. Haselden for Book, 44 Formosa," and 3rd Bn.
Gazette written during the voyage from Malta to
Southampton, 1901; also Snapshots.

*

D

URING 1953 the number of jobs filled by men and
women registered with the National Association for
Employment of Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen (Regular
Forces Employment Association) was 26,778 men and 310
women.
Amongst them was the millionth placing since
1900.
It cannot be repeated too often that the Association,
working on behalf of exRegulars of the Navy, Army and
Air Force, provides a nationwide service to them through
its 50 odd branches.
It is perhaps as well to stress also
that opportunities are not confined to vacancies occurring
in the territory covered by each branch, as there is a system
of circularisation by the head office throughout the
organisation.
By this means, usually three times a week,
unusual vacancies, especially those for which accommoda
tion is provided both at home and overseass are broadcast
and particulars of suitable applicants collected and
submitted for the consideration of the prospective
employer.

It may interest you to know that amongst the 26,778
men placed in 1953, 48 came from The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
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"THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT, 19201950 "
By Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin

N

OW that the latest volume of the history of "The
Queen's Own " is in the hands of the publishers, the
Colonel of the Regiment has asked me to say something
about how it was written.
It was at Christmas, 1951, that General Oliver asked
me to take on the task of writing a continuation of " The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, 19141919." The
story was to be carried on to 1950. I must admit that the
magnitude of the undertaking rather frightened me.
The first part of the task—to peruse " The Q.O.G."
through the twenty years 1920 to 1940—proved to be more
pleasant than I had expected. Browsing through those
volumes brought back many happy memories. Strangely
enough, we seemed to have been happier when serving out
of England and " in the blue " than when near Kent and
with a large town handy.
The next step was to learn something about the second
World War, which, regimentally, was divided into :—
THE RETREAT TO DUNKIRK—1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, and
7th Bns.
THE DEFENCE OF ENGLAND—The above and the 8th,
9th, 10th, and 70th Bns., and the Home Guard.
MALTA—2nd Bn.
EGYPT—4th and 5th Bns.
N. W. AFRICA—1st and 6th Bns.
SICILY—6th Bn.
THE AEGEAN ISLANDS—2nd Bn.
ITALY—1st, 5th, and 6th Bns.
GREECE—1st Bn.
BURMA—4th Bn.
Among the books which helped me to obtain a pic
ture of the strategical background for these campaigns
were "The Second World War" by Winston S. Churchill;
"Keep the Memory Green" by Ewan Butler and J. S.
Bradford; Eric Linklater's "The Campaign in Italy"; "The
Tiger Triumphs" (H.M.S.O.); and the divisional histories
"The Fourth Division, 1939 to 1945" (H. Wiliamson);
Cyril Ray's ''Algiers to Austria" (78th Div.); and "The
Ball of Fire," (5th Indian Div.) by A. Brett James.
The collection of the regimental information and the
writing of the first draft of the book took just over a year.
Some of the chapters had to be compiled almost entirely
from the duplicate War Diaries, which were loaned by
the O.i/c. Records. For others I had the assistance of
accounts which had been written by officers who were in
the battalions concerned. Much information was obtained
during personal interviews and by correspondence. As each
chapter was completed, I sent it to the Commanding Offi
cer, or some other officer who "was there," for his com
ments. This produced protests about omissions and in
accuracies, and I was able to expand my narratives a great
deal. These revised chapters were then sent to the late
Colonel W. V. Palmer for his remarks. He did not spare
his criticisms. By then it was clear that it would be diffi
cult to contain the full story in a volume of moderate
length.
During this period I obtained a quantity of maps from
the Directorate of Military Survey. From these it was
possible to trace the movements of battalions and to draw
the maps for the book.

In January, 1953, the Regimental History Committee
agreed that the volume should be abuot 170,000 words in
length, and that the publisher should be Michael Joseph,
who had served in The Queen's Own during both World
Wars and had been a Captain in the 9th Battalion in 1940.
Brigadier Talbot consented to arrange for the proper re
production of the maps in two colours by the Director of
Military Survey at the War Office.
While revising and polishing the manuscript, the worst
"bind" was to obtain the citations for acts of gallantry.
I found this really distasteful, for it entailed eleven lengthy
journeys to the Honours and Awards Branch of the War
Officer at Stanmore to copy some 300 dusty documents.
Still, it got done. Another irksome duty was to make
numerous visits to the underground archives of the His
torical Section of the Cabinet Offices to verify statistical
and other information from the original War Diaries. A
much pleasanter labour was the writing of many letters
to old friends and new acquaintances in order to confirm
details.
The book was finished on Christmas Eve, 1953. Since
then the appendices have been compiled, it has been read
by Brigadier Riddell, cleared by Military Intelligence
(Colonel Pulverman), and altered, where necessary, by me.
The proofs should be out in May. You can expect your
copy in August or September. Do not forget to make full
use of the appendices and index.
While writing this history I have felt much admiration
for the officers and men of the Queen's Own. I hope that
you will feel the same while you are reading it.

±

ARMY ART SOCIETY

T

HE Society, which exists to encourage art in the Army,
and sister Services, is holding its 23rd Annual Exhibi
tion at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, from 10th
November to 27th November, 1954.
All ranks of the Army, the Royal Navy, and the Royal
Air Force, past or present, permanent or temporary, may
submit works for consideration.
It is an entirely unofficial organization, and for several
years very successful exhibitions have been held in London
each autumn and these afford an opportunity for artists—
who often have the advantage of painting subjects overseas
—to show their works and compare them with others.
This adds a real interest and object to their hobby.
Intending exhibitors are invited to apply now for
particulars. Applications should be addressed to :—
Hon. Secretary,
Lt.Col. J. F. Batten, O.B.E., M.C.,
" Sherwood,"
Cannon Hill,
Bray, Berks.
Subscription rates : —
Officers 9 /  per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free:
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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(Q,M.)

B.

A.

POND, M . B . E . , M . S . M .

M

AJOR POND, son of the late Colour Sgt. Pond,
enlisted as a boy at the Depot, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, Maidstone, on 2nd June,
1913.
He joined the 1st Bn. in Richmond Barracks, Dublin,
and was posted to the Drums under the late Lt.Col. A. J.
Coe, who was then the Drum Major.
Bertie Pond, as
he is known to his many friends, showed early promise
as a soldier and within six months of enlistment he had
obtained his 2nd Class Certificate of Education and was
promoted to the rank of drummer.
He was too young
to proceed overseas with the Bn. on outbreak of the
191418 war, but eventually joined the 10th Bn. in France
and served overseas until the cessation of hostilities.
He again joined the 1st Bn. at Gravesend in 1919 and
whilst there volunteered to serve with the North Russian
Relief Force in North Russia, under General Ironsides'
command. He was wounded in action at Gorodock, N.
Russia, in August, 1919. During this action he was awarded
the CroixdeSt. George Russia, the citation being for
" Gallantry in Action." On return from hospital he joined
the 2nd Bn. at Dover with the rank of corporal and
proceeded with the advance party to Germany. Promoted
Acting Sergeant in May, 1920, Sgt. Pond boxed in the \
Kitsons Forces Championships.
There were 53 entries
in the featherweight class and when Sgt. Pond finally won
the featherweight championship, he had won five fights in
the same day. He afterwards won the 16th Inf. Brigade
open championship, represented the 2nd Bn. when the
boxing team won the Northern Ireland Championships,
and also boxed for the Bn. in the Army Team Champion
ships at Woking. Whilst in Germany he was selected to
box for the Army versus the American Army of the Rhine
and fought in the same team with the renowned Dusty
Miller. In addition to his boxing ability, Pond was a good
athlete and represented the Bn. at crosscountry and
athletics. He won the Brigade 120 Yards Hurdles
Championship at Ballykinlar. He represented the 2nd Bn.
at shooting and was in the winning team when they won
the Curragh Cup at Ballykinlar.
Whilst C.S.M. at the
Depot, he was best shot of the officers and sergeants in
1929, winning the Collier and Styles Cup.
He also won
the Officers' Revolver Cup at Shorncliffe in 1949.
As a sergeant, Pond left the Bn. in Ballykinlar on
posting to the Royal Military College, Woolwich, as a
Sergeant Instructor.
He had previously obtained a first
class certificate at the Army School of Physical Training
and turned down a posting to the A.P.T.C. He rejoined
the 2nd Bn. at Woking and whilst there proceeded to Hythe
where he obtained a " Distinguished" in the Long
Qualifying Course in Small Arms and Section Leading
Training. He did a tour as instructor *at the Depot from
1925 until rejoining the 2nd Bn. on promotion to C.S.M.
He again rejoined the Depot as C.S.M. of the training coy.
where he remained until posted to the 4th Bn. as Regimental
Sergeant Major in 1930.
After serving three years with
the T.A., he rejoined the 2nd Bn., taking over R.S.M. from
R.S.M. Forbes in Aldershot in 1933.
He continued to
serve as R.S.M. of the 2nd Bn. until January, 1940, when
he was commissioned and eventually commanded a coy.
of the Bn. at Luqa, Malta. When the Quartermaster, Lt.
Col. A. J. Coe, was posted to Minley Manor, Pond was
appointed as Quartermaster to the 2nd Bn.
He served
throughout with the 2nd Bn. as Quartermaster until posting

to the Depot on its reactivation in 1950. For his services
Major Pond received an Appreciation of Services in
Palestine and the M.B.E. for services during the siege of
Malta.
He has the following medals : M.B.E., M.S.M.,
Great War and Victory Medals 191418, British General
Service Medal (Palestine), 193945 Star, Africa Star, Italy
Star, Defence Medal, War Medal, Jubilee Medal, Corona
tion Medal (George 5th), Long Service and Good Conduct,
CroixdeSt. George (Russia).
Major Pond was recently
awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for his service as
W.O.I. He has for sometime now been the oldest serving
soldier of the Regiment, having completed 40 years' service,
he is due for retirement on reaching the age limit in May,
1954, when he will have completed 41 years continuous
cprvirp
(9th March, 1954)
Today we have been informed that the Chairman and
Committee of the Army Boxing Association have made a
special award of the Army Boxing Association Colours to
Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E., M.S.M.
Maj. Pond boxed for the Army versus the American
Army at Cologne in May, 1920, whilst serving with the 2nd
Bn. He has always taken a great interest in Battalion and
Recruit boxing and for many years he has been an Army
Boxing Referee.
In November, 1953, he was upgraded to Grade I, Army
Boxing Referee at the Army School of Physical Training,
Aldershot.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
FAREWELL PARADE BY THE BATTALION TAKEN BY THE C.INC., F.A.R.E.L.F., AT SINGAPORE
1st MARCH, 1954.

Middle of the Bn. line, showing C.O., Colour Party, Band and Drums and half each of C and D Coys.

Quarter Guard (H.Q. Coy.—Sgt. Tillman, N.C.O. i/c.)

C.inC. in the Sgts'. Mess.
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: News from
rst BATTALION

LL is quiet as the Bn.
A
approaches Port Said in
H.M.T. Empire Orwell, ready

for the last leg of the journey
home. By the time this is
printed we will be in England
and on leave.
We got a great sendoff
all along the line. The usual
round of farewell parties took
place at Bentong and in a
small ceremony, somewhat
interrupted by rain, the Com
manding Officer was pre
sented with a pair of antique
Kris by the Honorable Teh
Eng Suan on behalf of the
community of Bentong. The
Drums and C Coy. (under
Maj. Crumplin) were on
parade.
A copy of the
presentation speech is given
below. At midday on 24th
February the Bn. formally handed over to the 1st Bn., The
Royal Hampshire Regiment. Brig. Talbot was present and
he and the two Commanding Officers took part in a small
parade outside Bn. H.Q., at which the Bn. flag was hauled
down for the last time and the 1 Royal Hampshire's flag
run up.
At two o'clock precisely the Bn. pulled out of Bentong.
The Brigadier took the salute and a guard of honour was
provided by the Bentong Police, under the command of
the O.C.P.D.
Later that evening the Bn. was seen off at Kuala
Lumpur Station by a large number of friends and well
wishers. Both General Templer and General Stockwell
were on the platform and the former shook hands with all
Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants before walking
through the train saying goodbye to all ranks. He was
very complimentary about the Bn.'s record in Malaya.
At Singapore we staged at Nee Soon Camp for seven
hectic days of handingin vehicles and equipment. During
this time we were visited by General Lambert and General
O'CarrolScott and were addressed by the C.inC.,
F.A.R.E.L.F., General Loewen, in a farewell parade on the
parade ground of the Malayan Basic Training Centre.
The Bn. had not paraded as a full Bn. since Shorncliffe,
over three years ago. However, by practising twice daily,
a high standard was achieved on the actual day and the
C.inC. subsequently commented that it was the best
infantry Bn. parade he had yet taken. During it he pre
sented the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal to Band

Battalions :
master R. Watkins and the Meritorious Service Medal to
C/Sgt. R. MacCracken.
The Colours were carried by Lt. Stock and 2/Lt. Nyren,
this being the first occasion in the Regiment of one of the
Colours being carried by a National Service Officer.
After the parade the C.inC. visited the Officers' and
Sergeants' Messes. He was accompanied throughout by
his M.A., Maj. H. B. H. Waring.
Finally the Bn. embarked in H.M.T. Empire Orwell
on 3rd March and pulled away, with the Regimental flag
flying at the masthead, to the strains of " Auld Lang Syne "
played by the Band of the 1/2 Gurkha Rifles from the quay
side and from our own Band on board.
We were seen off by a large crowd of friends including
many members of the Regiment remaining behind in Singa
pore and Malaya. Amongst the latter were Brig. Talbot,
who had flown down all the way from Kuala Lipis, Maj.
Gwilliam, Maj. and Mrs. Waring, Maj. Weymouth (return
ing to U.K. in H.M.T. Empire Windrush), Maj. and Mrs.
Roper, Maj. Kemp, R.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Bowles and Sgt.
and Mrs. White.

Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler.
The enthusiasm of returning to England was sadly
tempered by the death at Kinrara Hospital, on 22nd Febru
ary, of Bandsman Newall, who had served in the Regiment
for the last 19 years. A very good sportsman, particularly
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D Coy
Sp. Coy
H.Q. Coy

30
7
1
106

We congratulate C and D Coys, in particular on a very
fine record. The latter were not formed until four months
after operations had started. We also congratulate 11 Pl.,
of D Coy., who, with a total of 16 captured and killed,
achieved the highest platoon aggregate in Communist
eliminations.
Lastly, we are very pleased to be able to congratulate
Pte. Sanggau (Sarawak Rangers) on the award of an
immediate M.M. for his outstanding example of bravery
displayed during the A Coy. attack on an occupied Terrorist
Camp in December. This action was described in an
earlier issue.
The Bn. left Malaya without having lost a single
weapon in its three years of service there. We know of no
other British bn. who can claim this record.
And so ends another chapter in the history of the 1st
Bn. We now turn our faces towards Luneburg in Germany
and our future role as a Lorried Infantry Bn. in 7 Armd.
Div. We are due to move from Maidstone on 27th June.

Reproduction of the Speech to the Commanding Officer
of the 1st Battalion by
The Honourable Teh Eng Suan, O.B.E., J.P.,
at Bentong on 22nd February, 1954
" To the Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler, Officers
and Men of The 1st Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment:—

Cpl. Chapman (Regimental Police) lowering the Bn.
flag for the last time at Bentong, 24th February, 1954.

" Sir,
" Your Battalion has been in Bentong for the past four
months only, but during these months of operations against
the Communist terrorists in this District you have set a fine
example and have achieved successes of which, we believe,
your Regiment will forever be justly proud.

at hockey, his death is a great loss to the Regiment and Bn.
and our very deepest sympathy is extended to his parents
and relatives.
Operations continued right up to the last minute and
C Coy. only came out of the jungle 12 hours before we left
Bentong. The final number of Communist terrorists cap
tured and killed by the Bn. during nearly three years of
operational service in Malaya was 106. The division of
these between the three years was—
1st year
55
2nd year
14
3rd year (10£ months)
37
106
and between subunits—
Bn. H.Q
A Coy
B Coy
C Coy.

5
19
13
31

After the presentation to the Bn. of the pair of
antique Kris by the Community of Bentong, 22nd
February, 1954
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" We, the people of Bentong, in the State of Pahang,
on this twentysecond day of February, in the year 1954,
wish on the eve of your departure for the United Kingdom,
to express our heartfelt thanks to you for all you have done
to make our lives more secure from the menace of
Communism.
" In token of this appreciation, and of our sincere
friendship and good wishes for your future, we now present
to you this pair of ' Kris Panjang,' in the hope that these
many long remain with you and, in later years wherever you
may be, that they may serve to bring to mind your bond
with us.
(Sgd.) " M. H. Morgan,
" Honourable Teh Eng Suan, O.B.E., J.P.
"Tengku Besar Mahmud Ibni
Almarhum Sultan Zainal Abidin.
" Bentong.
" K.K. Bakar.
" 22nd February, 1954."

1st Bn. Memorial Service at Cheras Road Cemetery,
Kuala Lumpur, 31st January, 1954

General view of the Service.

Buglers sounding the " Last Post."

SPORT
During the last fortnight at Bentong, the garrison there
(Bn. H.Q., H.Q. and C Coys.) managed to get in a hockey
and a cricket match against the local inhabitants and the
Officers played a football and badminton match against a
combined Bentong Civil Service/Police side.
All matches were won, except the badminton match,
which was drawn.
Hockey
The Bn. beat Bentong, 31, in a good game on the
Padang. Our opponents, consisting of a mixed Chinese
and Indian team, were strong and the Bn.'s win was a good
one considering a number of regular Bn. players were away
on operations. Maj. Brock scored two goals and Pte.
Chamberlin one.
TEAM : Cpl. Mills (goal); Pte. Hills, Sgt. King (backs);
C/Sgt. Simpson, Lt. Stock, Pte. Harris (halfbacks);
Pte. Chamberlin, Capt. Tull, Maj. Brock, Dmr.
King, Sgt. Roberts (forwards).
Cricket
A previous match in January having been drawn, Ben
tong produced their strongest team and fully expected to
win. They included an exSomerset county bowler in their
side.
Batting first, Bentong were 70 for two wickets at one
stage and looked like making a big score, especially as the
Bn.'s fast bowler was away on operations.
However, Maj. Brock came to the rescue with a couple
of good wickets and was then wisely taken off. The rest of
the side offered no appreciable resistance and Bentong's
innings closed for 132.
The Bn. lost its first wicket to the first ball bowled,
and in spite of brave hitting from Cpl. Chapman, four
wickets were down for 40. The outlook was gloomy, but
Lt.Col. Fyler stopped the rot and, receiving some good
support first from Capt. Tull and then from Lt. Scouller,
knocked off the runs—the Bn. finally winning by four
wickets.
SCORES: Bentong, 132 (J. Siva, 32; J. Hundley, 26;
Cpl. Chapman, 5 for 38; Sgt. Small, 2 for 6; Maj.
Brock, 2 for 13). 1 R.W.K., 135 for 6 wickets (Lt
Fyler, 44 not out; Lt. Scouller, 30 not out; Cpl.
Chapman, 28).
Football (Officers' eightaside)
An amusing eightaside football match between the
Officers and a Combined Civil Service/Police side on the
small Padang resulted in a R.W.K. win, 40.
Lt. Scouller revealed himself as a potential goalkeeper
of some skill and Maj. Brock, who scored all four goals,
led the forwardline with verve and determination.
TEAM : Lt. Stock (goal); Lt. Scouller, Lt. Wood (backs);
Lt.Col. Fyler, Maj. Grove (halfbacks); 2/Lt.
Nyren, Maj. Brock, Maj. Archer (forwards).
Badminton
A very exciting badminton match between the Officers
and a Combined Civil Service/Police side on the floodlit
police court resulted in an honourable draw, five games
each. Capt. Wilson and Lt. Stock put up a very good show
in beating our opponents leading pair, but just failed to
beat their second pair.
Each side had four pairs and each pair played two
matches. At the end of the original match each team had
four wins to its credit. It was then decided to play a first
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string single and last string single to try and determine the
match.
Capt. Wilson (1st string) was up against a very good
player, but went down fighting. Maj. Crumplin (last string)
then restored the balance and the match remained a draw.
TEAM : Capt. Wilson and Lt. Stock (1st pair), Lt.Col.
Fyler and Lt. Woolstencroft (2nd pair), Maj.
Brock and Capt. Crook (3rd pair), Maj. Crumplin
and Capt. Tull (4th pair).

"A" COMPANY
Our last month in Malaya ! This, it must be confessed,
is the only thing that has made it a memorable one.
Operations proceeded as before, though, unfortunately, the
"C.T.s" were all away celebrating the Chinese New Year
when we called. However, one of the platoons involved
in these operations seemed to have fun. Their .object
apparently, was to concentrate the largest number of lost
patrols into the smallest possible area. This area, chosen
by common consent, proved to be the manager's bungalow
on a nearby estate.
When the final operations had been completed and the
Royal Hampshires had moved in we left S. Pertang Camp
for the last time with a slight feeling of nostalgia. This was
rapidly dispelled when we found at the Nee Soon Transit
Camp constant running water and luxurious stone flooring.
Nee Soon was soon found to be very hot, but a sub
sidiary diet of icecream and sticky biscuits supplementing
normal meals acted as compensation for the heat.
It was while at Nee Soon that the Coy. staff became
very much depleted. Most of the Officers and N.C.O.s had
to assume other duties in addition to their own. Our
present strength includes an Acting C.S.M., Acting C/Sgt.,
two Acting Pl. Commanders, an Acting 2nd i/c., and an
Acting Company Commander.
As the Coy. showed a perverse desire to leave the sun
shine and return to the cold drizzle of England, we
embarked (together with sign boards) in early March. All
managed to arrive safely in their berths and we were soon
absorbed in the ship's routine.
P.T. is conducted in the morning by the Coy. Officers,
and opinion has it that this activity in the early morning

The High Commissioner for Malaya bids farewell.
should rate danger money, as it means dodging jets of icy
water from the hoses used for deck cleaning, and flapping,
canvas whose purpose is to keep the sun out and us in.
There is consolation to be obtained from the fact that
the sea has been very smooth to date, and it is our heart
felt wish that it continues to be so.
We wish to offer our congratulations and best wishes
to Pte. Sanggau, the Iban tracker attached to No. 1 Pl.,
who has been awarded the M.M. We heard of the award
on the day of our embarkation and it was a happy note on
which to start the voyage.
We look forward to rolling in the snow as we are now
steaming through the Red Sea.

"6 "COMPANY

No. 1 Platoon.

Our last month in Malaya passed very quickly and
busily, with operations and administration competing keenly
for priority and each demanding equally sustained attention.
6 PL, under 2/Lt. Tarver, carried out a nineday
operation ambushing the same courier route where they had
their success last November. The operation was helicopter
mounted from the Bentong Landing Zone, three to four men
being lifted at a time to a jungle landing zone which had
been used previously by the Coy. in November. The
lallang had grown up considerably and the initial landings
were not easy. Within two hours, 2/Lt. Tarver had his
PL concentrated five to six miles away in deep jungle. The
Pl. then had a further fivehour march to their ambush
base.
The operation started promisingly with bandits tracks
located near the ambush base. But during the nineday

96

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

ambush the. only sign of life which was seen on the track
being ambushed was a black panther. Although this animal
crossed the track only ten to fifteen yards from the ambush
position, for some reason he did not appear to have seen or
smelt the men in ambush. For the sake of not giving the
ambush position away, the black panther is as far as we
know still continuing his life.
By the begining of February the manpower situation
was becoming short, particularly in 4 PL, which conse
quently was temporarily disbanded in order to make 5 and
6 Pis. up to a reasonable operational strength.
Operations finally concluded with an ambush lasting
nine nights on three tracks leading to a new village from
which bandits were believed to be getting supplies. This
was followed by a threeday area searching operation by
5 Pl. Neither of these produced any positive results,
although the former probably denied bandits their supplies
from the village in question during this period.
The Advance Party of B Coy., 1st Bn., The Royal
Hampshire Regiment, arrived on 16th February, and our
Advance Party for Singapore left on 20th February. A
hectic week followed—handing over stores, equipment,
weapons and tentage. C.S.M. Baker and C/Sgt. Irons were
even reported to be counting ammunition and stores in
their sleep.
On 24th February, the main body of the relieving com
pany arrived. The main problems in the final relief were
that the last 300yard approach to the camp was narrow
and steep and only permitted oneway traffic, and that the
same R.A.S.C. transport that brought the incoming com
pany to Sabai Camp had to transport us to Kuala Lumpur.

However, by an early hour, 2/Lt. O'Donoghue and Sgt.
Garraty, with their merry men of the baggage party, had
moved all our company baggage in the relieving company's
unit transport to the Labour Lines, where it was stacked.
At 1100 hours the incoming convoy arrived, two lorries
only being allowed up the track at a time, quickly unloaded
and despatched to the Labour Lines to load our baggage.
The process was repeated until all the lorries had been
reloaded with our baggage. At 1300 hours, after a haversack
meal, we finally left Sabai Camp for Bentong where we
joined the Bn. convoy bound for Kuala Lumpur. After a
rousing sendoff we finally left for Singapore the same
evening. It was a good sight to see our faithful exC.S.M.,
R.S.M. Armstrong, to say goodbye to us on the platform.
After a short stay at Singapore, we embarked on H.M.T.
Orwell on 3rd March. We heard after a few days afloat
that, consequent on our new role, B Coy. was to take over
the job of training junior N.C.O.s and drafts in Germany.
This reorganization would, therefore, only require a com
pany headquarters and a team of N.C.O. instructors. The
majority of us will, therefore, be transferred to other com
panies and departments after the Maidstone and Tonbridge
parades. For those who have seven months or more to
serve, many " plum jobs " have been offered and there have
been no shortage of volunteers. The remainder will finish
their service in other rifle companies.
Maj. Mike Archer, our Coy. Commander, leaves us to
take over command of A Coy. We have to say goodbye and
welcome back again—all in one breath—Capt. Peter
Crook, who is at present commanding A Coy., but will be
returning as Coy. Commander soon after arrival in England.
2/Lt. Charles Tarver has left us for the School of Infantry,
Signals Wing, and after his course he will be transferred to
the Signal PL 2/Lt. Pat O'Donoghue is being transferred
to D Coy.
Of the Senior N.C.O.s, C.S.M. Baker and Sgt. Garraty
are leaving us for other battalion employments. C/Sgt.
Irons, Sgts. Levett and Martin are remaining with the Coy.
The junior N.C.O.s are staying with the Coy. as
Instructors, with the exception of the older Cpl. Webb, who
is being transferred to the Q.M.'s department; Cpl.
Richardson, who will finish his few months' service as Post
Cpl.; and L/Cpl. Boyd, who is going to the M.T.
So for B Coy., this is our final editorial as an opera
tional Coy. We would, therefore, like to take this oppor
tunity of saying goodbye and good luck to the majority
who are leaving for other companies and employments.
Work hard and play hard wherever you go. It has been
nice (?) knowing you, my happy warriors.
" Sagittarius."

"C"COMPANY

Every picture tells a story.

Date time : Red Sea, 13th March, 1954—
Well some of us only just made it! The thought of the
boat was a fine incentive to Capt. Campbell, 2/Lt. Fraser,
and their force of 20, who reached the Coy. area at
2100 hours the night before the Bn. left Bentong. Definitely
the Last Out!
,
After all hope of a helicopter lift had been abandoned,
they performed a march worthy of " Rundle's Greyhounds "
—and in much the same order of dress ! Our successors
were suitably impressed, particularly by Pte. Barker's slacks,
which had become shorts.
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Although ops. continued up to the end at a brisk pace,
the Coy., alas ! had no further kills.
Most of the old problems have now been solved,
temporarily at least: " When shall we basha up ? " " Where
is that
J.C.L.O. ? " and last (but not least) " Where
are we ? "
On 22nd February a detachment of the Coy. marched
through Bentong with the Corps of Drums to attend a
presentation of two very fine Kris from the people of
Bentong to the Bn. And, of course, the Coy. took part in
a farewell parade for the C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F., at Singa
pore on 1st March, 1954.
We were delighted to see Sgt. Standley back in time
to travel home with the Coy., but were very sorry to leave
Ptes. Drew and Baldwin behind. We hope to see them soon
after our return.
It is of interest that in the whole Coy. there are six
only who, came out with the Bn., have served in Malaya
continuously and are returning with it: Capt. Campbell,
C/Sgt. Parker, Sgt. Wilde, Sgt. Henden, Cpl. Brown and
Cpl. Kesby.
Well, there is no need to say what everyone is thinking
about next—Maidstone, Tonbridge and Leave !
No. 7 Platoon
We have heard tell that there were among us in the
Bn. some who applied to be allowed to stay in Malaya. We
have yet to find out why, but one thing we do know is that
the number of applicants from the " Sweepers" was
dismally small. Two members of the Pl., however, did
just mention the matter in one of their rasher moments.
Pte. " Scrooge" Collins, when tackled on the subject,
replied in an expressive if somewhat terse manner that
Bentong and Malaya were not his idea of a " lark," and
Pte. " Rose" Bunker soon retired explaining something
about 1 Royal Hampshires, three years, and luck !
We are now all happily ensconced on El troop deck
marking off the days with even greater diligence than ever
and keeping in trim with P.T. before breakfast, three times
a week, with our Coy. 2nd i/c., Capt. Campbell. Strange
how little we see on these occasions of our two demob,
candidates—Cpl. " Sid " Green and Pte. " Steve " Knapp.
We're wondering, " Steve," if that selfalloted job of yours
as a " gentleman of the road " might not come more easily
if you put in a spot of training !
Sgt. Henden has now rejoined us after his tour as
Sgts'. Mess Caterer, having at last, we understand, solved
all the mysteries of accounting by giving up smoking, and
set his own finances in order by winning fabulous sums at
the ship's race meeting.
Finally, we say " Au revoir " to Pte. " Mike " Smeeth,
our medic, who returns to H.Q. Coy. The effect his magic
touch has on hornet stings has to be seen to be believed (as
also does the effect of certain of his potions on Pte. " Steve "
Knapp in the Triang area !).
Happy Easter !
" Henry's Sweepers."
No. 8 Platoon
The longawaited moment has at last arrived, and these
notes are being written on " B " deck, aft of H.M.T. Empire
Orwell, well on her way up the Red Sea.
The parting from Malaya was not as tearful as one
might imagine, and except for remarks such as "never
again," and the like, no one really noticed the wrench. Our
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short stay in Nee Soon Transit Camp was quite a happy
one, although there were many who considered that it was
definitely an excuse for worshipping at the Shrine of
Bacchus, but curbed their riotous spirit in anticipation of
the good times on board.
The Pl. are all together on the same troop deck, with
the exception of Ptes. " Paddy " Bromell, and " Runner "
Stevens, who consider that as they are getting that exclusive
parchment—their " ticket"—as soon as they arrive at
Southampton, they would sooner live in the bilges, out of the
way of the brutal, licentious soldiery. I can't say I blame
them either. Too much free beer involved. Good luck
to them anyway, and we hope to see something of them in
the T.A.
L/Cpl. " Medic " Beadle has rejoined his own Coy.,
after putting in some excellent work on our cuts and
scratches in the jungle, and there cannot be many in the
Pl. who have not, at some time, felt his " Whitfields " tear
ing away part of them. Sgt. Standley has particularly good
reason to thank him, and where would Lt. Neve be without
his salt tablets and codeine ?
Goodbye, Malaya, and all our friends both in the
jungle and out, from—
"The Scorpions."
No. 9 Platoon
" 4 Come into my parlour,' said the spider to the fly,
' it is the prettiest little parlour that ever you did spy.'"
And the Royal Hampshires walked in to take over Bentong
—for three years ! They can keep it! It's our turn to
smile now, and the best of luck to you !
At last the final instruction has been added to the
encyclopaedia of Homer. Our bags have been packed,
clearly marked and our discarded wet jungle kit is forgotten
on the floor. We are ready for " Blight " ! At two o'clock
on the 24th of February we pulled slowly (Oh ! How
slowly !) out through those wretched Bentong gates. We
were on our way !
It was indeed a triumph that we were there at all, for
some had tried to attach us to the relieving Bn. But our
feet, used to discourteous treatment from their owners,
marched us 30,000 yards out to the road on the eve of our
departure after a bewildering sevenday stay.
Unfortunately, at our last attempt to improve the score,
the elusive bandits beat us by four days. However, a
scene we are not likely to forget is Pte. " CallmeDavid "
Mitchell standing in half a towel in the middle of a C.T.
cultivation pulling up seedlings. We report that on finally
leaving the jungle, none looked back for another glance—
we knew it all only too well.
For the return journey, the face of the Pl. has changed.
Pte. " Ginger " Goodair left us to sail in the Georgic, but
we welcome the return of Ptes. Barden, Browning and Cox
from their various places of employment. A face sadly
missed is that of Pte. " Blondie " Groves, our medic, who
has returned to H.Q. Coy. Thanks a lot, " Blondie " ! Ptes.
" WoofWoof " Barker and Charlie Williams have left us
officially, but they are in the draft sailing for " civvy
street" and so we still see them.
If we leave Malaya with a regret, it is that Pte. Baldwin
is not with us. We hope they do not keep you in B.M.H.
too long and that you follow us shortly.
" The Greyhounds."
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" D " COMPANY
No. 10 Platoon
Early in the month of February it was with regret that
we said farewell to Ptes. Hollens, Mannering, Chainey and
Murphy. The last named having only been in the Pl. for
a fortnight or so. We wish them every success in the
future.
Unfortunately, the diligent routine patrols and night
ambushes we did proved fruitless. At last, on the 24th
February, the great day arrived, the Royal Hampshires
were obviously overwhelmed by the hot reception they
received. Shortly after noon we left Sungei Penjuring for
the last time. Needless to say, 10 Pl. led the Coy. con
tingent on the route for Kuala Lumpur.
We proudly flew our somewhat makeshift tattered
flag from the top of the leading vehicle. Incidentally, it
was the only Pl. flag to remain flying throughout the
journey. Thanks to " Elf " Elfin and Goblin for their work
of art.
Some four or five hours later we arrived at Kuala
Lumpur Station and, after a hastily eaten meal, the best
possible use was made of the nearby Galloway Club until
2000 hours, when the somewhat refreshed happy members
returned to the precincts of the Station, where we were
entertained by the Band of the Somerset Light Infantry.
One fortunate reporter had the scoop of a lifetime when
he photographed 10 Pl. and wrote a few notes concerning
same honourable Band. The High Commissioner himself
came to the Station and said farewell to us.
The long train journey to Johore Bahru passed with
out incident; it was most uncomfortable to say the least, but
it was suffered gladly due to the fact that we were at long
last homeward bound. At Johore Bahru we were trans
ported by lorry to Nee Soon Transit Camp. We now
anxiously await the next stage of the journey home, a happy
band of jungle warriors, many bearing tattoos revealing the
wonders and charms of sunny Malaya.
No. 11 Platoon
The first 24 days of February were days of operations,
practise drill parades, kit checks and exchanges all mixed
up and packed into every daylight hour. To add to the

No. 11 Platoon.

merrymaking, several of us became carpenters for a few
days and painters for a few more days, crating our suit
cases and the Coy. boxes. All of us were waiting patiently
for the great day.
On the 22nd February we lost the invaluable services
of Cpl. Brian (" Smiler ") Ball, who for many dark months
had led his Section, and often the Pl., in a distinguished
manner. With Cpl. Ball went L/Cpl. Nash, another of our
dark day leaders, and three rugged men—Browning Garrett
and Walton. We wish them all the very best of life in
" civvy street "—and the T.A. !
The " Old Sweat," Lawrence, is quite thrilled with the
prospects of returning to Chichester for release on arrival
in U.K. We fear that many terrifying tales will be told
among the new whitekneed recruits.
We take this opportunity to welcome back to the PL,
Cpl. Reynolds, who took over from Cpl. Ball as Acting PL
Sgt. just in time to help prepare us for the great day.
On 24th February that great day arrived, and with it
came the main party of the Royal Hampshire Regiment.
We gave them a really warm welcome as their convoy
pulled up beside our tidy and gloriously empty platoon tents.
We wish our successors—11 PL, 1 Royal Hampshires—
happy hunting. After a short break, we left our tents, bid
a special farewell to Abdul and Khawas—our faithful
charwallahs—and moved out on to the road for Stage 1 of
the journey home. Our new resplendent flag flew at the
top of our leading vehicles all the way to Kuala Lumpur.
Needless to say it survived the rain, wind and hills through
out the journey, " just like we always used to do."
After a meal at K.L. we all took one last look at the
" delightful" capital and then boarded the night train for
Johore Bharu with the Bn. No one missed the train, we
assure you ! We survived the journey uncomfortably but
gladly with thoughts of home and beauty replacing those
of the dark past. And so, " farewell to Malaya, we wish
you well."
We lived the last few days of February in eager antici
pations, energetic antics (on the parade square), and
elongated arguments (with salesmen) in Nee Soon and
Singapore.
On 3rd March we were up with the larks and by noon
the remaining 20 gallant warriors of 11 Pl. were settled in on
" E " 1 troop dormitory, on H.M.T. Empire Orwell, with
the sharp end pointing homeward. The last patrol con
cluded, the last tapper checked, the last ambush lifted—
N.F.T.R.
Now for a spell of " home cooking " and then for the
joys of peaceful soldiering.
" Home is the sailor, home from the sea,
And the hunter home from the hill."
No. 12 Platoon
The " glorious 25th " was indeed a great day for us
when, with open arms we welcomed D Coy., 1 Royal
Hampshires, and wished them happy hunting during their
stay in Bentong.
During the month, 2/Lt. R. K. Parker has arrived,
from B Coy., to take over the Pl. We hope his stay will be
a happy one.
Our congratulations go to L/Cpl. French on his first
" white mark " and trust he will soon get used to the extra
weight on his arm.
Ptes. Hacket and Jays vanished just before we left
Bentong to sail home on the Georgic in order to put on
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some comfortable clothing again in " civvy street," but we
hope to see them again soon.
Having left Bentong, Kuala Lumpur and Malaya
behind, we changed our jungle rifles for those used on drill
at Nee Soon, and after a brief stay there, met on board the
S.S. Empire Orwell.
And until next month, when we hope to all be in
" Blighty," we send you best wishes for a happy Easter.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Sea travel has apparently proved too much for most
of the Coy. writers and our notes are (mercifully in some
opinons) shorter than usual.
With considerable low cunning we persuaded Sp. Coy.,
1 Royal Hampshires, to take over Sungei Penjuring. We
hope they like it, they will have plenty of time to get used
to it during the next eighteen months. However, they have
Ginting Sempak as a hill station if they find they want a
change. We left in a splendid blaze of glory. In fact, one
of the biggest blazes we have seen for some time, when the
Charwallahs' tent (happily on charge to our successors)
went up in flames. We hope that poor Nazar did not lose
too much.
At Singapore we took part in the parade for the Com
manderinChief, and as one would expect, we were the
best Coy. on parade. (We understand that this view is not
quite universal.)
C.S.M. Simpson has just been promoted from C/Sgt.
and has joined us on the ship as C.S.M. We congratulate him
on his promotion and hope his stay will be long and
pleasant. L/Cpl. Wollett left us a few weeks ago on com
pletion of his fulltime service. His place as Coy Clerk has
been taken by Pte. Montague. Sgt. Small left us suddenly
on urgent compassionate leave. We hope all is well with
him. Mr. Sylvester is attached to us, from A Coy., to do
the dirty work on the voyage home.
Most of us are spending our time at sea working out
how mu'Sh leave we have to come, a very moraleraising
pastime. In the morning we indulge in a little gentle train
ing in an attempt to get attuned to Europeantype warfare.
It is pleasant to think of crossing the Sungei Medway and
attacking Buket Wrotham.
Before the next edition of these notes we will have
graced a number of parades in Maidstone and Tonbridge
and departed to our homes on leave. We doubt if anyone
has any regrets on leaving Malaya, but feel that we have
played a part, however small, in helping that unhappy
country to find its feet again. We wish 1 Royal Hampshires
the best of luck.
Mortar Platoon
This month we said farewell to Ptes. Pinington and
Kendall, who left us a few days before we ourselves handed
over the camp to the 1st Royal Hampshires. We wish
them good luck in " civvy street." The handover of the
camp went off very smoothly with everyone staying at
ground level.
It was most unfortunate that the Charwallahs' tent
burnt down the day before we left. However, we found out
that this (for the suspicious reader) was an accident!
We sign off now hoping to be in " Blighty " by the
time the next " Q.O.G," notes are due.
" MissFire,"

M.G. Platoon
The first nine days of the month were spent in the
jungle guarding the Malay Kampong Lebu, where many
of the Pl. improved their knowledge of the Malay language.
In fact, we were all very sorry to go back to the bungalow
on the hill, where the Assault Pioneers were carrying on
the tradition of Sp. Coy. with paint and whitewash, as well
as doing the occasional road patrol.
We were all very pleased to welcome the Advance
Party of the 1st Bn., The Royal Hampshire Regiment, when
they arrived from Singapore still looking whitekneed in
brand new jungle green.
At the end of the month we said goodbye to Ptes.
Anstead and Craig, who are changing their J.G. for " civvy
street blues and the best of luck to them.
Our congratulations go to Ted " Hegarty, who now
proudly supports two " tapes " instead of a lonely one.
" The Fire Flies."
Assault Pioneer Platoon
Since last writing we have left Ginting Sempak and are
on the high seas. In the meantime we have been alternating
between road patrols, moans and ceremonial parades.
We have been on three Bn. parades. The first was on
the Bn.'s Memoral Service for those killed in Malaya. The
second when the Bn. was presented in Kuala Lumpur with
a silver salver from the Mayalan Police, and finally, our
farewell parade to the C.inC. in Singapore.
The Pl. is low in strength now, but we are looking
forward to building up our numbers in Maidstone.
Farewell, Malaya !

H.Q. COMPANY

Signal Platoon
One finds a rather sadistic pleasure in writing from the
middle of the Red Sea of how we handed over our com
munications to the Hampshires. Their signallers reached
the companies a week before we left and, we regret to say,
were treated with a patronizing pity by ourselves as they
floundered and struggled in the strange new conditions. We
may report, however, that their work is very fair, and
though immature, shows promise.
Despite the various discomforts which must accompany
a Bn.'s move, at least six signallers enjoyed the long journey
from Bentong to Nee Soon. These six were fortunate
enough to travel down in scout cars with the road party,
and thus avoided the manifold agonies of the Malayan
Railways. Communications were good, particularly whilst
passing through Johore, and in spite of anguished protesta
tions from Cpl. " Wing " Lockwood, the procedure used
was curiously unlike any taught in the Army. The tea
table conversation carried on gaily enough only to be inter
rupted by the weak but agonised voice of Pte. Rosi, at ever
decreasing intervals, reporting another break down some
10 miles back. Men such as Pte. Ainsworth were not to
be put out by such vulgar interruptions and arguments were
carried on with increasing verve. Whilst Ptes. Fleetwood
and Ainsworth conducted a learned discussion on photo
graphy, " Wings " Lockwood thought up tales of his almost
magical powers over a 68 set, which were duly related. As
the convoy passed through Johore Bahru, the intrepid six
sat on top of their vehicles like so many Rommels, and as
the convoy crossed the causeway and left Malaya for the
last time, it might have been the Israelites crossing the
Jordan.
—(continued on page 104)
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Brig. R. A. Riddell (Deputy Colonel of the Regiment) welcomed the Bn. at Southampton and is seen with the C.O.,
Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler.

Waiting to disembark at Southampton.

Kent Messenger Photographs.
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A happy group on the Empire Orwell
waiting to disembark at
Southampton,

No. 1 Platoon, A Company.

Kent Messenger Photographs.
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By M.T. to Invicta Lines,

Kent Messenger Photographs,
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Whilst speculations as to the qualities of Nee Soon
camp went over the air we received a sobering reminder
from Pte. Rosi that he was still in Malaya struggling with
his herd of breakdowns. When, at last, his flock arrived
some time later, a cheer was raised as that familiar head
with the famous grin came round the corner peering
amiably around his charges like some doting father.
Our particular job over the next move is to act as
baggage party to the Bn., and many an old score has been
paid off on those who were green enough to imagine that
a mere " Glass with Care " would deter Ptes. Young, Page,
Holt and others of their stamp. Some of the more recent
additions to the PL remarked loudly that it was a change
from carrying a 68 set, but this didn't impress the ancient
mariner in the hold, who flung baggage around with
a nonchalance that left us gasping while the tinkle of broken
crockery echoed through the ship.
The voice of Pte. Davis has become part and parcel of
the lives of most Officers who use the telephone at Bentong,
and we hope that the Adjutant did not express any strong
emotions when it was heard again; this time over the Empire
Orwell's broadcasting system. Ptes. Davis and Amos are
now in charge of the record request programmes which are
played twice daily and, as such, command a great deal of
attention. These two are a great success and we all look
forward to the thinly disguised irony with which Pte. Davis
will announce a more popular piece of music or the
authoritative voice of Pte. Amos ordering us to our muster
stations.
The Signal Officer has been able to arrange for us to
be shown over the ship's wireless room, and one party has
already been up there. We would like to express our grati
tude to the ship's wireless officer, who very kindly showed us
the ropes (or should we say wires ?) and demonstrated the
direction finder for us. In reply to anxious queries he
readily agreed that communications were a good deal more
difficult around Malaya than anywhere else.
One wonders whether it was really coincidence that
secured for Pte. Smith the job of bakery fatigue. Pte. Smith
is know as " Alice," but " Billy Bunter " might be an equally
appropriate title, for he returns daily with ecstasy in his eyes
and meringues in his stomach, only giving us an occasional
hint of the gross tonnage lost by the 1st Class passengers
and gained by himself.
Glad as we all are to go home, no one is happier than
Cpl. Tame, L/Cpl. Sills and Ptes. Wiltshire, Corbin, Tarrant
and Franklin, who are all travelling home separately on the
demob, draft. Their sympathy with the remainder of us is
brutally insincere, but in spite of this we wish them all good
luck in civilian life.
At least two members of the Pl. have figured recently
in the press. Pte. Simpson was photographed on the
occasion of the C.inC.'s parade in Singapore and a mag
nificent portrait of him subsequently appeared in the
" Singapore Standard "; but it was in a Kent paper that
L/Cpl. Lacey's picture appeared accompanied by a lovely
jungle story all about the hardships of sitting in a scout car.
Cpl. Towne is to be congratulated on acquiring his
second stripe. Such is his energy and anxiety that the air
in his vicinity has become almost radioactive; in complete
contrast to certain others.
Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.

SERGEANTS' MESS
These notes were written whilst on board H.M.T.
Empire Orwell bound for U.K., and about halfway home.
This very short time at sea seems to have made a
number of us forget Malaya and think of better times
ahead. However, I will try and put into writing events
which have happened since our last notes were written.
During the last part of our stay in Malaya we were
extremely busy getting ready to hand over, preparing to
move, also trying to fit in a function or two, as it was diffi
cult to get the outstation members to Headquarters to
take part.
It is quite common knowledge what happens to a Bn.
when they prepare to move; so anything written on this
subject is rather a waste of paper. On the social side of the
the biggest item was the W.O.s' and Sgts'. Mess welcome
party for the 1st Bn., Royal Hampshire Regiment, and fare
well party for our friends of Bentong combined. We
entertained nearly a hundredandforty members, friends
and guests, including the civilian police force. A grant was
made to cover the glass of orangeade and cheese straws
which we gave to our friends, and generally, it was a grand
" get together."
I think it proper at this stage to cancel the cheese straws
and add " excellent buffet," because it was, and the Messing
Committee and Cooks were congratulated on their efforts
(no doubt the threat by the R.S.M. that the Committee
would perform for another quarter, if it was not good,
helped a trifle !). There is no doubt about it that it will
be an appreciable time before we see another one like it.
The members who arranged the Mess to cope with the
numbers must also receive a pat on the back, because our
Mess being very small, they arranged lighting outside, also
a beer garden, and on a hot tropical night this was
appreciated.
After this function we were furiously packing, checking
nuts and bolts, locks, etc., and there was very little time to
think of the future.
We moved from Bentong to Singapore on the first stage
home on 24th February. On arrival the Sgts'. Mess was
based on the Garrison Mess and we were looked after very
well. I think most members enjoyed the short stay and had
the pleasure of meeting a number of old friends.
During our stay in Singapore we had the pleasure of
seeing two very distinguished visitors in the Sgts'. Mess—
the C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F., and our onetime Brigade Com
mander, Maj.Gen. Lambert. We all considered that it was
a grand thought for them to visit us prior to our departure.
Our thoughts have now turned to the future, and by
the time this news is read most of the items being discussed
now will have taken place and, no doubt, most of these
items appear in other parts of the 1st Bn.'s correspondence.
The accommodation, etc., on board for the W.O.s and
Sgts. for mess life ^nd accommodation is quite good and
there have been no general complaints; everyone seems to
have enjoyed the journey to some extent.
The Entertainments Committee have done a good job
for all ranks and must receive our appreciation for their
efforts. A trooper is not an ideal place to organize enter
tainments.
A word on promotion. We all congratulate C.S.M.
Simpson on his promotion to C.S.M. and C/Sgt. Thornton
to C/Sgt.
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4/ 5 th BATTALION
BATTALION H.O.
TAIL and farewell" seems to be our
main preoccupation just now and
this month, regretfully, is no exception, for
(as we are always honest) in extending
welcomes to those who are joining us, we
are losing many old friends—and we find
partings very hard.
The Territorial Army, today, bears
little resemblance to the old prewar T.A.
and, while we admit that changed conditions and growing
responsibilities have made our old setup unrealistic and
somewhat " happygolucky" by present standards, there
are many, including yours truly, who have watched the
changes with regret and remember, perhaps too clearly,
the days when we were all volunteers; when we wore our
" T.S." and didn't even get paid for drills. Though it is
now 15 years since the old T.A. disappeared, there is still a
faithful band of old warriors who were serving in those days
and will continue to do so until the War Office, or the
M.O. catches up with them. It is, therefore, with special
regret that we say farewell to one of them.
Maj. A. H. Coombes, T.D., joined the 5th Bn. in 1938
and went to war with them; in 1947, he rejoined the 4th
Bn. and, for the last seven years, has commanded C Coy.,
at Sevenoaks. The valuable work that he has done for the
Bn| is appreciated by all of us and we shall miss him very
much. The Coy. goes to Capt. H. D. A. Pennells, to whom
we offer our congratulations. To Alan and Mrs. Coombes
we can only say that they know where the Mess is and we
hope to see them there often.
Last month we said goodbye to Maj. Bert Blake, our
Q.M. We have always been most fortunate in our Quarter
masters and, more especially after Bert, we felt that our
luck might be due for a change. However, we have now

H

Maj. A. H. Coombes, T.D.

Capt. I. A. Macmillan
carried out fullscale recce, on his successor, Lt. S. V. P.
Stephens. We need not have worried, we feel that we can
return to our armchair and meditate on other things for
another three years. We hope that " Steve " and his wife
will have a very happy stay with us.
We have learnt, since the war, that of all things to do
with the T.A., Adjutants are the least permanent. We think
the trouble is that ours are too clever. In a short space
of time we have lost yet another to the Staff College. Capt.
I. A. Macmillan is leaving us after alltooshort a stay, and
we are very sorry indeed to see him go. Territorial Adjutants
do not have an easy time (we can speak from below, and we
believe the same is true from above), but with efficiency and
charm he has been more than a match for all our problems
and our many idiosyncrasies.
We wish both him and Mary Macmillan Godspeed and
hope to see them many times, when they return to home
waters. His successor, Capt.' Rex Shearburn, whom we
welcomed last month, is already in the Adjutantal chair and
we hope he is finding it comfortable. We hope that he, too,
and Mrs. Shearburn will enjoy their first experience of the
Territorial Army.
Finally, on the " hail and farewell" Theme, on 23rd
February, General Oliver gave us an evening of his almost
nonexistent leave to pay us a visit, so that we could welcome
him him from Malaya; and very glad we were to see him
again. Few Territorial Bns. can have the same deep interest
taken in their activities by the Colonels, as we do. We know
it and appreciate it, but it also gives us a great sense of
responsibility—which is very good for us. We are very
glad to feel that in his new appointment we shall not be
separated from him by half the globe.
To the 1st Bn., on their way home, we wish a safe
journey. We are looking forward to seeing them in Ton
bridge on 3rd April.
As we go to press, we hear that Jack Breadon is well
enough to resume work. This is good news. The old
place hasn't been the same without him. Jack, take it easy
and don't frighten us again.
" Scribe."

106

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

"A"

COMPANY

Perhaps the recent sad story concerning the stage
" William Tell," who ended up with shooting his wife, has
led to a restraining influence being brought to bear on the
Coy. marksmen, judging by the scores realised at the Depot
minature rifle range in the Bn. competition. However, we
look forward to the opportunity for suitable practice on our
completed Drill Hall range in order to hold our own in the
coming year's competitions. On this tack we offer to help
any organization which finds difficulty in disposing of sur
plus crockery !
We are pleased to announce that Capt. J. L. Large, who
has commanded A Coy. for the last ten months, has received
promotion to Major, which is especially appreciated within
the Coy. On their recent promotions we congratulate
Lt. K. Watson and Lt. P. J. Gladders; and to Lt. Ken
Watson and his wife we offer our best wishes on the addition
of a future member of A Coy. to their family.
On the subject of the recent Army pay increases, we
would like to voice our belief that subalterns become as
thirsty at their work as those ranks favoured To have their
beer money lately increased, and those of A Coy. will be
pleased to prove this point in a boat race at Camp this year !
On Tuesday, 23rd February, the Officers of the Coy.
spent a most enjoyable evening at the Bn. Mess on the
occasion of the visit of the Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.
Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., before his move to
Germany.
Out of hospital now with his cartilage successfully
removed from his knee, Lt. Watson hopes to be playing for
Maidstone R.F.C. again next year. C.S.M. Cleggett has
happily reappeared at the Drill Hall after his sojourn at
Maidstone Hospital, and whilst awaiting the result of an
Xray, has undertaken a diet of milk foods and white fish,
in which he has our commiserations.
The number of bachelors gay in the Coy. is dwindling.
This month we congratulate Pte. Elcombe on his engage
ment to Miss Morley, of Ightham, to be married this June :
the honeymoon will not be Aldershot!
We trust that Sgt. Hughes and Cpl. Cavanagh will enjoy
their course of chemical warfare, and Sgt. Garrett his W.T.
course, and look forward in due time to their retailing to
the rest of the Coy. the latest developments in these spheres.
" AbleAble."

" C " COMPANY
We open this month on a somewhat sad note since we
have bidden farewell to our Coy. Commander, Maj.
Coombes, who has decided to retire from the active side of
the T.A. Although his mantle of office has now fallen on
the shoulders of Capt. Pennells, we sincerely hope that he
will come and see us whenever he can and that he will now
be able to sit back and enjoy many peaceful Tuesday and
Thursday evenings.
Another of our members who left us since last writing
is Sgt. Hollett: due to his work which will not allow him
the time off that he would like. He will be missed by us all.
Our heartiest congratulations to L/Cpl. Miles, who has now
signed on for 22 years with the 1st Bn. We wish him every
success and an increase in stripes.
Training has been going ahead according to schedule
and early in the month we held an N.C.O.s' Cadre, occupy
ing a complete Sunday. Due to Various factors, the atten

dance was not 100 per cent, but we had a very fruitful and
profitable day. Rumour has it that we are in for another
dose at the end of the month !
Apart from all his other worries, Capt. Pennells is
endeavouring to shed the responsibility of his 2nd i/c. of
trying to obtain a tenfoot length of hosepiping to make
the boiler safe. One always thought that certain Govern
mental offices were the only ones responsible for red tape,
but the file of correspondence that we possess has to be
seen to be believed.
Our new Coy. Commander, although he has only
recently taken office, has appeared on drill nights rather
tired with great rings under his eyes. The reason for this is
rather puzzling since it cannot be due to overwork, but we
consider probably too late nights and early mornings. We
suggest that he gives up worrying since it is but the first
of the few.
The most important member of our Coy., our Cook,
Pte. Piper, was recently married and we wish him and his
wife every happiness for the future. Readers will be pleased
to hear that L/Cpl. " Happy " Hadnutt is making good pro
gress following his motorcycle crash, and we hope to have
him back with us soon.

" D " COMPANY
So another month passes, and the evenings begin to
show signs of lengthening, with the promise of outdoor
training which can be so much more interesting.
It appears from last month's " Gazette " that hiberna
tion of the other companies is even more intense than that
of " Do g" Coy., but then we all know that there is only one
really alert company, and its anthem is " Nellie Dean."
It really isn't necessary to recap, on the two Sundays
at Gravesend. But one remark about the fact that the look
outs were on the river bank ready to give the alarm if the
danger point was reached at high tide . . . had their
whistles at the ready, with six inches to go, but by good
fortune the tide turned. Blimey ! What would have
happened nobody knows. Anyway, some fair shooting was
recorded on both days and humour was present in large
quantities. We were also pleased to see Capt. Macmillan,
who had come down to say farewell to various old hands
of the Coy. Such a gesture was appreciated.
Having had the preliminary conference of the exercise
on May lst2nd, it appears that we shall have our work
cut out, since the opposition number some 1,100, supported
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by a mobile column from the Guards' Depot at Caterham.
However, there is no doubt that we shall give 'em something
to chew on—more of this anon.
So, press on !

" H.O." COMPANY
The month of February has seen many changes, both
of status and of identity within the Coy. It is with a
genuine feeling of personal loss that we offer to Mrs. A.
Duke our sympathy upon the death of her husband who,
as Caretaker at Avebury Avenue, was so cheerfully indis
pensible in so many ways, and was so very much a mem
ber of this Coy.
C.S.M. Bill Holdsworth has now handed on the appoint
ment of P.S.I. to Sgt. Scrivens, who has quickly settled
down to the rather hectic administrative problems which
appear to be peculiar to the Territorial Army. Each change
of P.S.I. seems to bring its own reorganization and, for a
while, provides a subject for conjecture as to the scope and
nature of the changes.
Lt. Robson, who has joined us as M.T.O., is a friend
whom we encountered as Assistant Adjutant at Bodney
(in 1953). We are glad to welcome him to the Coy., but
thank goodness we have no Carriers. Our best wishes go
with Lt. Waters, who has relinquished the post of M.T.O.
to become SecondinCommand of A Coy.
Lt. Ogilvie is in a state of transition from I.O. to O.C.,
M.M.G.s. Shrinking violets though we are, we can appre
ciate his natural reluctance to leave H.Q. Coy. His place
as leader of the " genmen " is to be taken by Lt. Bracewell
Milnes, whom we hope soon to have the pleasure of
meeting.
The Signal Pl. has been reinforced by Lt. N. Maw, who,
as " Pronto Minor," has already been warmly welcomed by
some of the personnel of this singular subunit. On the other
hand, they have been robbed of much sage council and
salty humour by the promotion of Sgt. Mew. However, they
seem to consider that he is not entirely lost to them and have
been heard to express the hope that his appointment as
C/Sgt. may prove beneficial to the Pl. ! ! (What about a
box of valves for a start ?)
Our hearty congratulations go to exC/Sgt. Carver,
another old friend who has been with us ever since the
rebirth of the Coy. He he has now become a Warrant
Officer, Drill Instructor and (in his spare time) Commander
of the Sniper Section. Certain persons closely concerned
with the finances of the Invicta Club have been heard to
discuss a possible increase in the sale of bianco and boot
polish.
In closing, may we respectfully say how glad we were
to have the chance of meeting our new Honorary Colonel,
who, together with Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson and Capt.
I. A. Macmillan, honoured us with a visit during the evening
of Tuesday, 16th February.
" Eavesdropper."
FOOTBALL CLUB NOTES
As the end of the season draws to a close, we are keep
ing our fingers crossed hoping that in our last few games we
will keep up our present form which will keep us well off
the bottom of the league table.
Since last reporting we have played three league games.
The first we lost to Plaxtol by three goals to one; the follow

WHO SAYS T H A T
HORSES
ARE A F R A I D OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

ing week we shook everybody by beating Leigh, 71, goal
scorers being Sgt. Don Arthur (3), L/Cpl. Denny Maynard
(2), C/Sgt. Sid Mew (1) and Pte. Peter Locke (1). A good
show was this, and once getting in our stride never looked
back, after being one down just before halftime. So you
see, lads, it can be done. The following week we were
entertained by Plaxtol again and we managed to force a
draw, after giving them a goal about five minutes from
time. Three points in three games again is still quite an
improvement and we hope to win our next two games,
which will put us safely away from the bottom of that table.
Last week we had no league fixture and arranged a
friendly with the Princess Christian's Home again, but when
we tprned up they said that they knew nothing about it
and refused to turn out. We suspect that the heavy rain
deterred them. We didn't go home, however, but picked
up a couple of sides between us and got in some good
practice.
The league table now shows us as being fourth from
the bottom with the following results :—
P. W. L. D. For. Agst. Pts.
4/5 R.W.K
16
3
8
5 57
75 11
In the next report I expect we will be able to give the
final position in the table and also a list of goalscorers
throughout the season. Until next month then—keep up the
good work and let's have a few more goals.
K.G.P.
Subscription rates :—
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
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REGIMENTAL

DEPOT

T

HE past month has witnessed some most important
events culminating in the return of the 1st Bn. from
Malaya.
Early in March recruits of the Depot boxed recruits
of Depot, The Buffs, in the annual contest for the " Hardy "
Cup. Alas ! The Buffs, being the challengers, had
coincided their challenge with an intake, apparently, con
sisting almost entirely of club boxers. At least, so it seemed,
since their team was more than a match for our recruits.
The latter fought well against more experienced
opponents however, and the result of a win for The Buffs
by eight bouts to one scarcely gives a fair impression of
the boxing. Pte. Polkey, our lone victor, deserves special
mention for a splendid fight, as do Ptes. Hatcher and Brown,
who fought very gamely and lost narrowly to more experi
enced fighters. We intend to reverse the decision next year.
Our Annual Administrative Inspection followed, and
those holding office involving great responsibility were to
be seen hurriedly packing their suitcases and haunting their
offices with worried expressions on their countenances. The
inspection was carried out by Brig. J. McCully, the new
Deputy Commander, Elome Counties District, and as far
as we are able to tell, proved very satisfactory.
On 19th March a most successful " At Home " was
held for relatives and friends of recruits in Aliwal and
Sobraon Pis. Our guests turned up in great numbers to
see a drill display and watch a weapon training competition
and P.T. period. The latter was particularly well applauded,
and was concluded by a polished and slightly spectacular
display by S.I. Tarpley and Assistant Instructor Cpls.
Slack, Saunders and Coleman, all of whom we are glad to
say escaped injury on this occasion. After the displays,
recruits and their guests had tea in the N.A.A.F.I. and then
disappeared at great speed clutching 48hour passes.
The Annual Dinner of the Maidstone Branch of the
Past and Present Association was held the same evening,
and many members of the Depot Permanent Staff made
their way to the " Wig and Gown " Hotel.
Not only were they rewarded by an excellent meal in
good company, but also by a display of drumming by Maj.
R. E. Moss, whose inspired performance on the timpani set
all Maidstone complaining, and all wouldbe drummers
writing to their M.P.s and the musicians' union. The dis
play was brought to an untimely end by threatening
remonstrances from unmusical customers in the bar parlour.
Not to be outdone, Col. Crook gave his rendering of a
composition called " Frankie and Johnnie," a work
attributed by some to the early 16th Century composer Hans
Picklepfeffer the younger. This tragic story drove even
veteran teetotallers of the P. and P. to imbibe copious
draughts of ale !
To round off the month, we were very glad to see the
1st Bn. home again, and particularly glad that the people

of Maidstone gave them such a fine reception. This and the
other celebrations will be described elsewhere, suffice it to
say that recruits of the Depot lined the route of the march
through Maidstone, and from the comments since received,
more than upheld the good name of the Regiment. Maj.
Moss, the Officers and Warrant Officers of the Depot were
on duty at the various enclosures for spectators, and all
contributed to the successful organization of the day's
events.
Finally it may be of interest to give details of recruit
platoons at present under training :—

ALIWAL PL.—

2/Lt. Gregory
Sgt. Tidy
L/Cpl. Taylor

33 Recruits

9th Week of Training

2/Lt. Gomes
Sgt. Johnstone .. 34 Recruits
L/Cpl. Buss

9th Week of Training

Sgt. Bradshaw
Cpl. Jolly
L/Cpl. Kemp

3rd Week of Training

SOBRAON PL.—

ALMA PL.—

37 Recruits

INKERMAN PL.—

Lt. P. Hatt
Sgt. Dawson
36 Recruits
3rd Weekof Training
L/Cpl. Mott
L/Cpl. Boorman
Of the recruits, 67 per cent are from Kent and 21 per
cent from London. The following recruits are lucky enough
to live in Maidstone itself :—
Pte. M. W. Brown
Pte. G. C. Twort
Pte. K. B. Cheeseman
Pte. S. Shaw
Pte. A. G. Farrington
Pte. G. M. Streeter
Pte. Horn
Pte. T. Waterman
Pte. F. S. Larkin
Pte. A. Young

SERGEANTS' MESS
the end of February, 26th in fact (a long way back
ATnow),
the Officers, ably supported by members of 1st

Bn. Advance Party, were able to field a very strong team
for a hockey match versus the W.O.s and Sgts. It was
intended, of course, to have a return small bore match, but
we feel they felt they could regain a little of the prestige
they had lost over the previous shooting match. It was
most unfortunate that on this particular day there was a
very heavy downpour throughout the lunchbreak period,
which at this time of the year did not improve the playing
pitch. However, at 2.45 the teams took the field—ours was
also strengthened by the inclusion of C.S.M. ("Dodo")
Watts, 1st Bn., and Sgt. (" Busty ") Cannacott, who, by the
way, is eligible to play for the Sgts. team. Many will
remember his forceful play when with the 1st Bn. in India
before the war.
Considering the state of the pitch, we consider we
played very well against strong opposition. The ball just
would not run favourably for us and we lost a hardfought
game by three goals to one. No doubt we shall have further
games of hockey versus the Officers, but we do feel sure it
will be a very long time before they are again able to have
such good players in their team.
Of course, the hockey match was only a prelude to a
social evening in the Sgts'. Mess, where all assembled at
about 8.0 p.m. to do battle at darts, snooker and card

fl
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games. Halfway through the evening a halt was called
when excellent refreshments were provided in solid form,
which made a pleasant change from liquids. The Mess
" Gannets" were noticed for their fine form on this
occasion. Needless to say, as the evening wore on, nobody
took much notice of who won what, but of course, was
rounded off with the inevitable game of " tipit," but time
only allowed for one leg, which we let the Officers win, so
they were unable to claim an outright " tipit" match, as
the Mess *rule lays down " Best of three legs." And so a
very pleasant evening came to an end, at which we all
enjoyed ourselves and we hope our hosts did likewise.
The following Friday found all Mess members on the
move again. This time by coach to Depot, The Buffs, to
witness our lads in the " Hardy Cup " Annual Competition,
of which, no doubt, a further report appears elsewhere in
this issue. We do wish, nevertheless, in spite of only winning
one bout, to congratulate our representatives who took part;
it was indeed a fine display of guts and courage—typical
of the Regiment—and everybody enjoyed a jolly good
evening's novice boxing.
After the competition we were hosts to our opposite
members and adjourned to their Mess for a drink and
social. One again we must thank R.S.M. White, The Buffs,
and his members for their hospitality. The usual games
were played—darts, snooker, with a final eightaside on
the dart board for a 44 gallon " Here we came unstuck,
they seemed to have a chap in their team who could get the
44 double " when he liked. Several rounds of tombola filled
in the evening and, of course, one or two of our members
were able to call 44 House " at the proper time. Time to
depart, as usual came all too soon and we were sorry to
leave a pleasant party. No doubt we shall be throwing out
a 44 challenge " to The Buffs in the near future. There is no
doubt with the 44 Hardy Cup" away there is a very
prominent gap in our silver cupboard.
With a little longer notice than in the past, The Deputy
District Commander carried out his Annual Inspection of
the Barracks on Friday, March 12th. (Everything seems to
happen on Friday.) It is understood that all was satis
factory and we now await detailed comments. The local
auditors also decided to give the Barracks a visit (they last
visited in 1951). Here also, we understand, we are going
along on the right lines.
The R.S.M. and a couple of other members were able
to get down to Maidstone West Station at about 3,20 p.m.
on 25th March, 1954, to welcome the members of the 1st
Bn. back from Malaya. The first train had about 20 Officers
and 430 O.R.s. The second train did not arrive until much
later in the evening—about 10.20 p.m. We were very
pleased to see in our Mess the same evening, O.R.Q.M.S.
Hoggart, C.S.M. Simpson and C/Sgt. Bucknell. R.Q.M.S.
Grubb and C/Sgt. Thornton paid their visits the next day,
when the majority of the Bn. were away for a weekend,
prior to carrying out ceremonials on 1st, 2nd and 3rd April.
We were also very pleased to see Lt. (Q.M.) A. H. Catt, of
The Buffs, who was over here on business (?) the day after
the Bn. arrived.
The sun is getting warmer and our thoughts begin to
turn towards things that grow. O.R.Q.M.S. was seen on
his patch on 27th March, having a general clear up and
burning all rubbish preparatory to yet another start. He
has been very quiet so far about what he intends to grow
this year. No doubt those members who are blest with a
small plot of soil will be glad to get a few of his runner
bean (twofooters) seed.

Once again the Mess was placed at the disposal of
the Past and Present Committee for their Annual Meeting,
held on 20th March. It is understood that this year our
Annual Reunion is to be held whilst the 1st Bn. is actually
in Maidstone, and that it will be on Sunday, the 13th June.
So if you had already made arrangements for the July date,
now is the time to think about getting your arrangements
changed, if you intend to be here. This will be a unique
occasion and it is very doubtful if the opportunity will
again occur for many years.
As the month draws to a close we shall be losing yet
another Mess Caterer in Sgt. Daniels, who will shortly be
leaving the Service for the W.D. Police. We wish him
and Mrs. Daniels the best of luck and hope they will soon
settle in their new environment. Sgt. Pratt, as is usual this
time of the year, managed to get in the balance of his leave,
as also did Sgt. Lockyer, of the Provost Staff. How do they
do this ? The 44 Big Chief Scratching Pen " has had news
from the dark continent, where it is understood that Sgt.
44 Pedlar " Palmer is suffering from some stomach pain. We
do hope he has now recovered. Late sessions do not help
very much ? Bob, the Medicalman (Unattached), is now
on his way back to the West Coast. We were pleased to
see him around. No doubt his three months' recuperative
passed very quickly.
As we close, conferences are being held, plans made,
etc., in connection with the Civic Reception being held by
the Maidstone Corporation to welcome the Bn. home, and
with that, hoping to see many 44 The Queen's Own," both
past and present in this area shortly, I sign off yet once
again.
44 Hup, the 4 Gills '! " 44 Gills," 1; Aldershot, 3 ! !
44 McCartney."
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HE usual monthly meeting was held at Branch Head
quarters, The Drill Hall, Penge, on Friday, 12th March,
1954, and once again we have to report a very successful
meeting. Mr. S. J. Terry waf in the Chair. A very good
attendance was recorded and the various items on the
agenda were quickly disposed with so that the annual darts
tournament could be proceeded with.
The move of our Headquarters to the Penge Drill Hall
seems to have been quite a popular one, for the attendance
at the last two monthly meetings has certainly improved
and our members are now able to spread themselves. For
instance, the darts fiends have a separate room and are now
able to play to their hearts' content without the fear that
one of our budding songsters is really singing and not
howling because he has been stuck by a flying arrow.
The only item to mar an otherwise really enjoyable
evening was the sad news that our Stan (Mr. S. Knight)
had been admitted to hospital to undergo an operation. This
was sad news, indeed, for although we had known for
some time that Stan was expected to go into hospital, it did
nothing to soften the blow when it came. On behalf of us
all, Stan, I wish you a speedy recovery and sincerely hope
that you will be back among us very soon. For the informa
tion of his many friends, Stan's present address is—
Rock Carling Ward,
Westminster Hospital,
Dean Ryle Street, S.W.I.
Tel. : VIC 8161.
And may I add that a couple of lines, or better still, an
evening's visit, will be much appreciated by one who has
done and still will do so much for others.
Quite the reverse was the fact that our old friend,
Bill James, was able to put in an attendance—the first
since his nasty accident some months ago, and although he
has not yet fully recovered and still walks with the aid of
a stick, it was good to see him and Mrs. James. Well done,
Bill, keep up the improvement.
Two new members were added to the fold this month,
namely, Mr. Lindsay, late 5th Bn., and Mr. Buckle, late
1st and 2nd Bns.
Many of our readers will remember Mr. Buckle for
his prowess as a swimmer and it is rumoured that several
of our ladies are looking out for real snappy bikinis so that
they may, under the tuition of Mr. Buckle, take up
swimming.
Arrangements for our Annual General Meeting, which
takes place on Friday, May 7th, and our Annual Dinner,
which takes place on Saturday, May 8th, are well under
way and we are looking forward to a bumper attendance
on each occasion.
The Annual Dinner, which is being held at the Penge
Drill Hall, will be followed by a dance and an enjoyable

evening should be had by all those who attend. Tickets for
the dinner and dance or for the dance only, at 8/6 and 2/
each respectively, may be had on application to our Hon.
Secretary, Mr. R. Fielder, or Hon. Treasurer, Mr. L.
Clarke. We shall be pleased to see as many of our friends
from other Branches who can possibly come along. Serving
members will be especially welcome; it would be nice to
see some of our young 'uns.
As I have already said, the annual darts tournament is
now in full swing—new talent is being discovered—and the
champions are being hard pressed to remain in the com
petition. Every competitior has now an even chance; there
are no " certs."
Alex played his usual entertaining part " tickling the
ivories." His piano playing is certainly appreciated. What
more could you wish for than a good old singsong around
a cosy fire with the bar just at your elbow ! Thanks, Alex.
It was with great interest that we heard the news of
the return of the 1st Bn. from Malaya. We have always
been keenly interested in their activities and have been
proud to know that the young 'uns have been living right
up to the standards set them by the old boys. They have
done a fine job of work and we at Catford wish them all
the very best of luck wherever they may go in the future.
Well done, all ranks, 1st Bn. !
" Esjtee."
CHATHAM BRANCH
UR monthly meeting was held on the 1st March,
O
Charley Williams taking the Chair at 8 p.m. A minute's
silence was observed in memory of the following old com
rades—Lt.Col. Aldworth, D.S.O., C.B.E., Mr. R. J. Cook,
Mr. P. A. Weedon, exQ.M.S. H. J. Bass ("Hoppo"),
Victorian.
Some of those present were Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
(Hon. Sec.), Alf Tapp, M.C., Mr. Smith (Standard Bearer),
G. Anchors, Davison, E. Empeth. Maj. R. W. Brothers
welcomed those present, remarking he would like to see
a larger attendance but knew the counter attractions of
television, radio and a warm fireside on a winter's night.
Our annual summer outing will take place on the
22nd August.
Letters were read from Messrs. Pilkington and Sutton,
now in Canada. The following volunteered to attend at
Maidstone on April 1st and Tonbridge, 3rd April, in con
nection with the 1st Bn.'s homecoming : " Butch " Smith
(Standard Bearer), " Ike" Williams and Mr. McKay as
escort. On the proposal of Maj. Brothers, the fares of the
Standard Bearer and escort will be paid by the Branch.
The next meeting will be held on April 5th.
I left the Depot in February, 1891, to join the 2nd Bn.
at Shorncliffe Camp. Eighteenninety was the year of the
first magazine rifle called the Lee Metford. At that time
the 2nd Bn. were in the 1st Army Corps and had the latest
equipment. The Lee Metford magazine rifle held five
rounds for rapid fire with each round inserted separately,
with a cutoff at the side of the rifle to keep them intact
until required for rapid fire. This rifle was used through
out the South African War, 19002. The Boers also had
a magazine rifle but they had clips of five rounds which
they could insert at one go.
In those faroff days it was an artist's picture to see the
2nd Bn. on parade with their red coats, white helmets and
white straps.
" Ike " Williams (Victorian).
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UR meeting, held on the 26th February, was really a
O
bumper one. It seemed that everybody who was away
the previous month had decided that it was really necessary

to attend on this occasion, and we had more than double our
last attendance. Well done, the Branch—keep it up !
First of all, let us extend our congratulations to the
member of the Branch who has been commissioned into the
Regiment. I refer, of course, to Mr. Durtnell, son of
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, and we wish him a long, happy and
meritorious stay with our 1st Bn. when he gets posted to
them.
We welcomed Maj. Snelgrove to our meeting. He has
associations with the 3rd Militia, so his history with the
Regiment goes back a long way. Also among us with
44 Tiny " Shepherd, now living near Slough, who had made
the long journey to be with us. He came on a very
auspicious occasion. No 44 Tiny," the attendance was not
on your behalf !
Lt.Cok D. H. Andrews had instructed exR.S.M.
Napier, D.C.M., to attend, so what could 44 Nap " do ? Must
obey orders. They had a good old yarn together. Lt.Col.
44 Rajah " Brooks was with us again, also both our Hon.
VicePresidents—Maj. A. S. Bredon and Harry Elson.
We were more than pleased to see and hear our Presi
dent, Brig. A. Riddell, again and, with the Colonel of the
Regiment nearer home—having been posted to Berlin, as
is now well known—some of the care and worry in respect
of the Regiment as Deputy Colonel may be taken from his
shoulders, although we could all see how well he managed
during the absence of General Oliver in Malaya.
We welcome back the Colonel of the Regiment and
trust he is in no way indisposed after his tour of the Far
East. Our President said he was, in fact, recovering from
a chill at the time of the meeting. Coming home in the
midst of that terribly cold spell, I am not surprised at the
hardiest of us catching chills, considering the weather we
had to combat.
Col. Clay was on parade again, Col. Durtnell, Mr.
Keeler (now out of mourning), George Newman, George
Stow, George Hooker, half the Hanson Twins, Scotty, Tom
Lawson, Tom Buckle with his wife, 44 Darkie" Maslin
(looking reasonbly well despite his illness, and quite cheer
ful), G. F. Johnson, who came in a little late but was very
welcome, Jimmy Hammond, 44 Lofty" Wallace, lots of
wives, Messrs. Smith and Ellis—the old firm again, a young
man named Freeman—very pre1914—together with our
usual 1900 stalwarts who seem to grow better with age—
really a wonderful turnout. Nice to see Col. Pink and Maj.
Sunday again. Our Cadet Bn. Officers have really been
great Branch members. Messrs. Edwards, Cox, Tombs,
Dick Hale, Harry Lake and families all in good form.
The meeting began with the reading of the letter in
respect of the arrangements for the arrival and reception
of the Bn. at Maidstone, of the parade, how we were to be
allowed to have the Standards on parade and who would
be able to go on the parade which, unfortunately, is to be
held on a weekday. I say, 44 unfortunately," only in our
respect, because I well remember what I wanted to do most
of all when the 1st Bn. arrived home from India after its
18 years' tour—dash home for the weekend. And that, of
course, is what the lads from Malaya will want to do also,
and who shall say them nay ? A leave wellearned. We
should have liked everything to have been on a weekend,
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but that is a selfish thought. The powers that be have made
wonderful arrangements in every respect, and hooray for the
townspeople for their generosity in respect of the troops.
All those proceeding will, no doubt, have a wonderful time.
The Chairman welcomed back to the fold Mr.
Maddows, who was responsible for typing this corres
pondence for me for a while in 1951—he has now been dis
charged from the R.A.S.C. and back in the fold. We had
a letter from Mr. Page, once more with a donation, and
this time sending his best wishes to 44 Bunny " Hare, who
was at one time his C.S.M. ! 44 The Buster " must be going
round, 44 Bunny," serve you well! ! Thank you once again,
Mr. Page, for your happy thought re the Benevolent Box.
It was decided to have a dinner for the Branch to be
held in September or October. This may be extended to
a dinner and dance—we shall know later.
The request to move Headquarters to Clapham met
with a very decided negative, so we continue to operate
from 44 The Cranbourne "—a wise decision, taken all round.
The Branch was pleased to donate £3 to one of our
members who has been very ill. His was not the request,
but all members agree that our Chairman knows his stuff
when issuing the Branch Funds. As I know the member,
I was delighted at the Chairman's decision and know all
the Branch endorse his action.
The Standard Bearer Party to go to Maidstone consists
of Messrs. Edwards, Burke, Fenwick and Mitchell. As it
is expected that Bromley may be without escort, we are
taking extra^ cover. A proposal to meet £3 expenses to the
party was agreed unanimously. The President gave a
speech giving very lucid details in respect of the full arrange
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Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
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Branches at
CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, CATTERICK,
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ments at Maidstone and read out the cable from the Bn.,
which was : " Stumps drawn, innings closed—score 106—
sail 3rd March." So the Bn. reached its century of bandits
and six more, and are to be heartily congratulated.
As those who can see the Bn. only at weekends are
likely to be disappointed slightly re the arrangements, the
C.O. has decided to have an At Home in Invicta Lines
prior to the Bn.'s move to B.A.O.R.—probably first or
second weekend in June, but not yet definite. This news
was received with great delight.
The Regimental History, compiled by Lt.Cols. H. N.
Edwards and H. D. Chaplin, through the years 192050, con
sisting of 300 pages, will soon be on sale. Its price will be
30/ from the publishers and booksellers, but to the mem
bers of the Branch the cost will be as low as 10/. This
should be a best seller among us. What about a subscrip
tion list—the old Blue Light system. Now then, Mr.
Chairman !
That ended the meeting, but I must mention a word
re the Wormwood Scrubbs " do," which was once more a
huge success, with Harry Lake again taking the major role
in the entertainment. Sid Terry gave a speech of thanks
on behalf of both Branches; Catford were there in great
strength and a very good evening was had by all.
Mrs. Harry Elson, on behalf of both Branches, pre
sented a very lovely box of chocolates to the hosts' pianist,
who had so kindly made the entertainment such a success
on both visits.
More next month.
" The Spider."

tion), Brig. H. Fletcher, O.B.E., T.D. (Chairman of the
Maidstone Joint Council of ExService Associations), Lt.
Col. A. A. Eason (Hon. Secretary, P. and P. Association),
Lt.Col. P. E. Crook, O.B.E. (O.C., Advance Party, 1st
Bn.), L/Cpl. Newick, 1st Bn., and Rev. V. P. Mitchell, Padre
Regimental Depot). The Chairman, on behalf of the
Branch expressed our thanks to Maj. R. E. Moss, O.C.,
Regimental Depot, for the great help he had given the
Branch since he had held command, he also thanked mem
bers of the Committee for the hard work put in to make
the dinner a success.
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, responding mentioned that he
had a hard task to live up to the reputation of the late Col.
W. V. Palmer, but he would endeavour to do so. Lt.Col.
P. E. Crook was also called upon to say a few words, and he
thanked the Branch for the boost they gave to the morale
of the 1st Bn. whilst in Malaya.
Mr. Len Remfry was also present as a representative of
the London Branch.
Following dinner, tables were cleared, the remainder of
the evening was spent with impromptu turns, which
included songs by Mrs. Lovell and Lt.Col. Crook
(" Frankie and Johnnie") and dancing. Maj. Moss also
gave an excellent turn on the jazz drums.
Everybody seems to agree that it was a most successful
evening.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

Small Bore
Our team managed to be runnersup to the R.A.M.C.
Association, who were winners with an average of 430
points (team of five). Our Branch average for the season
was 410 (unfortunately we dropped to a score of 362 in our
match versus R.A.M.C.).
Tom Vidler, from the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, has
recently been seen around in Maidstone, looking quite fit.
No doubt we shall be seeing him again shortly when the
1st Bn. have their civic reception at Maidstone, when our
Branch Standard, together with other Branch Standards
will be flanking the saluting base at the Town Hall. As we
go to press the depressing news has been received that Joe
Wright, of the Chatham Branch, is dangerously ill and we
all hope that by now he is making a recovery.
Dates to Note
Friday, 21st May : 7.45 p.m., Monthly Meeting, Sgts'.
Mess, The Barracks.
Sunday, 30th May : 2.30 p.m., Cricket at The Barracks.
Sunday, 13th June: ANNUAL REUNION (see
separate announcement).

to the Branch Annual Dinner being held on 19th
OWING
March, our usual monthly meeting was held on 12th

March, at which there was a fairly good attendance. There
was not a deal of business at the meeting but it was made
known that the proposed combined outing would not be
held this year, but we do hope we shall be able to have a
day by the sea as a branch.
Annual Branch Dinner
When the Branch was formed in 1928, the members
inherited the timehonoured tradition of the Depot of keep
ing up " St. Patrick's Day," and annually our Branch Dinner
is held as near the 17th March as possible.
This year it was held on Friday, 19th March, at " The
Wig and Gown," when members and guests (numbering
70 in all) sat down. Our numbers were not up to that of
previous years; this was owing to the impending arrival of
the 1st Bn. from Malaya in the next week. Proceedings
commenced with Exhortation and Grace given by Rev.
V. P. Mitchell.
The Toastmaster, Mr. W. Hastie, was kept busy. First
calling up Mr. C. Stringer (President of the Branch) to give
the toast of H.M. The Queen, followed by Maj. R. E. Moss
(Officer, Commanding Regimental Depot) to H.R.H. The
Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief of the Regiment. A
telegram expressing the Branch's loyalty had been sent to
Her Royal Highness and in reply sent " Good wishes for a
most enjoyable evening to members assembled."
Mr. H. Carman (Branch Chairman) was then called
upon to give the toasts : " The Regiment, The Past and
Present Association and our Guests" (Lt.Col. H. N.
Edwards, M.B.E. (Chairman of Past and Present Associa

Indoor Games
Full points were claimed for our match versus
R.A.M.C. Old Comrades, as they were unable to turn out
a full team on the 23rd March. But we are still in a very
lowly position this season even with these points.

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

T our monthly meeting, held in March, we completed
A
our arrangements for meeting the 1st Bn. when they
returned from Malaya, and polished up the programme for

one or two summer events.
On Thursday, the 1st April, the Branch was represented
at the Civic Welcome at Maidstone. Mr. T. LatterStapley
acted as Standard Bearer, while the escort duties were
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carried out by Sgts. K. Passey and Mr. W. Andrews. Maj.
N. S. C. Elmslie was present in the enclosure.
Saturday, the 3rd April, was another busy day and this
time many members of the Branch were present at the
Civic Welcome extended to the 1st Bn. by the Tonbridge
Urban District Council. On this occasion, Mr. F. Jezard,
our official Standard Bearer, was on parade, and the duties
of escort were carried out by Mr. W. Andrews and Mr. W.
Adams.
Many members of the Branch were present, under Maj.
N. S. C. Elmslie and Mr. T. LatterStapley, who acted as
marshals on the parade.
It was good to see the Bn. home again after their
glorious exploits of the jungle. On the whole the lads
looked in fine condition and their march discipline was all
that could be desired, following their three years of
strenuous jungle life. If one should make any criticism at
all, it can only be of exaggerated smartness caused by the
stamping of feet and the unnatural swinging of the arms. I
have yet to read any Manual of Infantry Training that per
mits of such behaviour and it is to be deplored that such
nonsense be inflicted on so fine a body of men.
To the Bn. as a whole I would like to say, and I am
sure this is also the sentiment of the Branch : Well done !
Welcome home and thanks for a good job.
On Saturday evening the Branch, in conjunction with
the R.A.F.A., Tonbridge Branch, held one of the usual
dances and we were very glad to have with us two or three
of the Malaya lads and their friends. The function was a
social success and we were happy to have the company of
Lt.Col. Pardington, our Chairman, and many other friends.
We are looking forward to our visit to the White City,
where, with our friends of the Royal Air Force Association,
we shall be sure of a very happy time.
On Sunday, the 1st August, we hope to pay Chatham a
visit and enjoy the functions of "Chatham Navy Day."
T.L.S.

OBITUARY
MR. A. ADAMS
It is with deep regret that I have to report the death of
our old friend and genial comrade, exC.S.M. A. Adams.
Mr. Adams served many years in both the 4th and
2nd/4th Bns. and was held in high esteem by all who
knew him.
He has been an active member of our Branch and was
in regular attendance at all Reunions. His passing was
sudden and the end came within a matter of minutes.
His many friends will wish to join with me in extending
to his widow and family our sincere sympathy.
When the caller rang the doctor's bell the door was
opened by the physican's small daughter.
" Is the doctor at home ? " asked the caller pleasantly.
" No, sir," replied the child. " He's out at the moment
performing an appendictomy."
44 My," said the visitor, 44 that's a very big word for a
little girl like you to use ! Do you know what it means ? "
44 Oh, yes," the youngster announced.
" It means
£25,"

A
REGIMENTAL
APPOINTMENT
-

PURCELL'S
(Maidstone) Ltd.
have been appointed as
Tailors and Outfitters to the
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment
We will gladly give our Services
to the Regiment and trust that
members of the Regiment will
call and see us when in Maidstone
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PATRON ;
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LT.COLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
BRANCH
Bromley

DETAIL OF MEETINGS
SECRETARY
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
.... Mr. A. Smith,
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley. Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. C. J. Williams . . Major, H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
" Jutogh," 16, Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Second Friday of each month at T.A.
Mr. R. A. Fielder,
Mr. S. J. Terry
Centre, Parish Lane, Penge.
87, Newlands Park, Sydenham, S.E.26.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Mr. A. Wood
Rd.,
Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
First Monday of each month.
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
Port.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
Mr. L. Remfry .... Mr. T. Briddock,
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74, Cherry Tree Walk,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
West Wickham, Kent.
Third
Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Mr. H. Carman
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
" FleurdeLys," Sandgate.
Quarterly, 1st
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Friday, Feb., May, Aug., Nov.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Third
Wednesday
of
each
month, T.A.
Mr.
T.
Latter
Stapley,
Major N. S. C.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
27, Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Elmslie
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Mr. C. Sayers,
Lt.Col. G. K.
Bromley.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
Reunion annually in March or April as noti
Major E. Goodman Mr. T. Shepherd,
fied in Press and " Q.O.G."
492. Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
C a p t . C . B . S m i t h . . Mr. L. W. Dawson,
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Meeting first Tuesday each month, Holly
Mr. P. W. Sales,
Mr. J. Mingay
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath. S.E.3.
CHAIRMAN
Mr. G. Cockell

Chatham
Catford & District ..
Gravesend
Guernsey
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe
Tonbridge &
Tunbridge Wells
6th Battalion
7th Battalion
8th Battalion
10th Battalion
11th Battalion

....

20th (London)

....

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those In
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with the motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," " Victoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," "Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma/' " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
" Messines, 1914, '17," "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," "Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917 '18," "Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917, '18," " St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718." "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
The Carleton and York Regiment—Honorary Colonel : H.M. The Queen
The Kent Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.

1st A.C.F. Bn., Sidcup.

Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot) . . Invicta Lines, Maidstone.
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
2nd A.C.F. Bn., Swanley.
3rd A.C.F. Bn,, Tunbridge Wells.

4th A,C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Deputy Colonel, Brigadier R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.
' The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks 5/ per annum post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the Editor,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

Our ColonelinChief with the Deputy Colonel of the Regiment and the Mayor of Maidstone (Alderman T. Armstrong.)
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^Editorial

Social and Personal

Visit of our ColonelinChief to 1st Battalion

T

HIS month we are publishing a large number of photo
graphs covering the visit of Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent to Invicta Lines, also pictures of the Civic
Reception at Maidstone and the reception of the Bn. in
Tonbridge.
*

*

*

*

Royal Academy
The portrait of Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Kent, painted for the Officers of the Regiment by Mr.
Simon Elwes, has been hung in The Royal Academy.
Members of the Regiment who have not seen the portrait
are now afforded an excellent opportunity of seeing it on
exhibit at the Academy.
*

#

*

*

" Do's and Don'ts "
(a) DO come to the ANNUAL REUNION on Sunday,
13th June, 1954. It is your last chance of seeing the 1st Bn.
before they leave for service with the Rhine Army. Full
particulars on page 122.
(b) DON'T forget to order your Lunch Ticket now.
If you leave it too late, you may be disappointed. The cost
of a ticket is 5/6.
(c) If you haven't ordered a copy of the Regimental
History (19201950) DO so at once. Application forms for
the history were enclosed in the April " Q.O.G." The forms
cover entitlement of members of the Regiment and relatives
of those who served to purchase a copy at the reduced rate.
If you have mislaid your form you can obtain one on
application to Regimental Headquarters or from the local
Branch of " The Queen's Own" Past and Present
Association.
*

*

*

*

Owing to the homecoming of the 1st Bn., our address
book has been sadly mauled. We have heard of Officers
and Other Ranks who have returned to the U.K. from
practically all the corners of the globe and would be glad
if any of those, who have not already done so, would notify
us of their permanent addresses so that we can bring our
books uptodate and at the same time ensure that we can
send them their " Q.O.G." Please do it now !

EVENTS

13th June—REUNION.
17th, 19th and 21st, 22nd July—TENT, MOTE.

REGIMENTAL

r

' has been difficult this month to keep a tab on visitors.
Owing to the Regimental Dinner and 44 At Home " in
the offing, comings and goings have been abnormal, and the
customary 44 have you signed the General's book ? " has,
I am afraid, been often unsaid. However, the following
did sign :—
Capt. Franklin, who has returned to the fold of the
1st Bn. with not even a small hole in his para
chute; the same can be said for Capt. (David)
Monckton, who also left his mark in the book.
To both, 44 Happy landings ! "
Capt. (George) Duffield is on the verge of embarkation
for the land of the Pharohs. I heard Major Love
asking him to bring back a pyramid for the
Museum.
Capt. R. A. Burke : Social visit.
Messrs. Black, Fraser, Wheeler and Knox on first
appointment.
Capt. Mansfield on relinquishment of his appointment
at S.H.A.P.E.; and finally—
Capt. Ambrose from the Infantry Boys" Bn. on posting
to 6th Bn., K.A.R.
*

CRICKET,

1954

Thursday, June 24th
v. THE BUFFS—Canterbury.
Friday, July 2nd
v. THE BUFFS—The Depot
Saturday, July 3rd
v. BAND OF BROS.—The Depot [ Cricket
Sunday, July 4th
v. THE MOTE—The Depot
f Week
Saturday, July 10th
v. West Kent C.C.—ChislehursL.
Thursday, August 12th v. OLD SUTTONIANS—Sutton Valence.
Saturday, 28th August v. BA BES—The Depot.
All matches commence at 11.30 a.m., except for Saturday, May
15th, which commences at 2 p.m.
Those desirous of playing in any or all of the above matches are
requested to communicate with Q.C., Depot,

*

*

*

Col. Martyn informs us that he has been appointed
Deputy Military Secretary, B.A.O.R., with the temporary
rank of Colonel. He goes over on 15th May.
*

*

*

*

Capt. R. S. McCleary, writing from Timaru, New
Zealand, says, 44 The news that Tom Upton has been
honoured with the M.B.E. is particularly pleasing to me as
we were together in Italy and Greece and we roomed for a
while at the Barracks outside Larissa.
441 do not know when it will be possible for me to visit
the U.K. again—I was there for a trip in, 1938, and while
there I spent a day in Maidstone."
For the information of Tom Upton, Capt. McCleary's
address is :—
P.O. Box 346,
Timaru,
New Zealand.
*
*
*
*
We congratulate Mr. W. C. Williams (44 Ike"—
Victorian) on attaining the age of 81 years today (12th
May). Many happy returns of the day, and may you long
be spared to study the back volumes of 44 The Q.O.G."
*

+
FORTHCOMING
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*

*

*

Capt. Desmond Hackforth has written to us from 39,
Ellis Park Drive, Durban North, and states : 44 When I
came out here in 1949, I had no prospect of getting home
again, but I am extremely glad to say that my firm has had
a change of heart and now I get home leave every five years
with passages paid, including the family up to the age of
eighteen ... I am leaving by boat in midAugust for a
total of fifteen weeks away from business. I shall be in the
44 Old Country" from 10th September to 5th November
and shall certainly get down to Maidstone. I hope that my
visit may coincide with some Regimental events, as I should
very much like to see some old friends again ..."
*
*
*
*
We take this opportunity of congratulating Capt. V. C.
Abplanalp on winning the middleweight championship at
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Eastern Command Individual Boxing Championships at
Shorncliffe on 4th March, 1954.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. Kerr and Lt.Col. W. F. Jackson called at
R.H.Q. on business during the month.
*

*

*

*

News has just reached us that Capt. K. M. Hunting
has arrived in the U.K. It looks as if Maj. (Blick) Waring
will soon be the sole representative of the Regiment in
Malaya.
*

*

*

*

As we go to press, the numbers registered for the
Regimental Dinner at The United Service Club, on 14th
May, are 131, and for the "At Home," at the Savoy, 105.
(Names will appear in June " Q.O.G.")



REGIMENTAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

*

—

MUSEUM

This month we have received some interesting exhibits
for the Museum, dating from 1820, to Bandit equipment,
1954.
An Officers Coatee, West Kent Regt., is the only ex
hibit we have of the 1820 period. Our grateful thanks are
due to the following for their kindness : —
Lt.Col. Boultbee, Curator, R.M. Academy, Sandhurst—
Officers' Coatee, West Kent Regt., 1820; Officers' Coatee,
9th Regt., 1854. Capt. M. A. J. Tugwell—German badges;
Boer War money Token, etc. Sgt. Tidy, 1/R.W.K.—
Malayan Propaganda and Bandits' Diaries.
Maj. A. S.
Bredon—Photograph 4 serving Maj.Generals.
C. Coy,
1/R.W.K.—Complete Bandit outfit. Maj. D. J. McLelland
—Cap and arm band of E.L.A.S., Greece, 194445. Maj.
H. P. E. Pereira, Curator, Edinburgh Castle Museum
Sealed pattern tunics, West Kent Volunteers, 18001897.

*

OBITUARY
MAJOR (Q.M.) M. C. CRISFORD
Major Crisford, Maurice as he was known to his many
friends, served with) the 1st Bn. until the outbreak of World
War I and at that time he held the rank of Sgt. He served
with the Bn. in Mesopotania and was with Gen. Townsend
in the seige at Kut El Amara. He was W.O.II when cap
tured by the Turks on the surrender at Kut. After the
war he served with the Bn. at Rugely and later was pro
moted to Warrant Officer Class I. He was posted to the
Regimental Depot, where he served until he received com
missioned rank as Quartermaster with the 2nd Bn.
He continued to serve as Quartermaster of the 2nd Bn.
until they proceeded overseas to Palestine in 1937. He
returned to Shorncliffe until the 1st Bn. returned from India
in 1937, where he remained until his retirement on age
limit in 1938.
At the outbreak of war he rejoined the forces and
served with the R.A.O. Corps at an Ordnance Depot in
the Midlands where at the termination of hostilities he
resided. He was a regular visitor to the Depot since the
war for Kent Cricket Week and the Annual Reunion.
Maurice was a very likeable personality, and had a most
charming manner. He had the following medals : —
191415 Star, Great War and Victory Medals,
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, War Medal,
and Defence Medal,

Mary Haig Cottage,
Vanguard, Sutton Valence,
Maidstone.
7th May, 1954.
To the Editor,
The nineteenth Annual Dinner of the Garrison of
KutElAmara, was held on Saturday, 1st May, 1954, at
the House of Commons, members of the Regt. present were
Bandmaster Coombs (Flossie), A, G. Kingsmill, Cox, Free
man, Hybrid, Hazel, Halzymer, Palmer, Sporle, White,
Morris, Murr'y, Fishenden, Ballard, Lindley, C. Demon,
Att. F. N. Willis, R. Hochaday. We were placed away from
the Main Hall, therefore we were quite on our own, which
was very disappointing. We have been approached by sons
of late members of Kut, to be allowed to attend these
dinners. Perhaps in a few months time an announcement
will be made to include such guests as would like to attend.
May I ask all Kut men to send me, the undersigned, their
address and any other members of Kut that they know of.
Yours faithfully,
A. G. Kingsmill.
Depot, The Queen's Own R.W.K. Regt.,
The Barracks,
Maidstone.
6th, May, 1954.
Dear sir,
I am sure that all members of the Past and Present
Association of The Queen's Own will be pleased to hear of
the recent award of the Meritorious Service Medal to my
late father, exR.S.M. J. D. Hayley, M.C., D.C.M.
I am sure, he would have been very proud to receive
this medal in person, in recognition of his service with " The
Regiment," as the Regiment meant so much to him.
My mother, who received the award on the 23rd April,
1954, has since given this medal to me for safe keeping
with his other decorations, and I, in particular, feel very
proud of my late father, especially that I am serving with
the 44 Queen's Own " after him.
Yours faithfully,
A. J. Hayley.
6343630, C/Sgt. J. H. Jones,
1st Bn., Nigeria Regt.,
Kaduna, Nigeria,
British West Africa.
5th May, 1954.

Dear Sir,
It might be of interest to old members of the 2nd Bn.
to learn that exCpl. Roberts is now Q.M.S.I. in A.P.T.C.
out here, looking fit and well, despite the fact that he has
only recovered from a serious illness recently. Col.
Hazelton, whom I met again the other day after many years,
is also looking fit and well. The members of the Depot
Sgts'. Mess will be sorry to hear that Sgt. Palmer has just
spent a spell in 44 dock " with a nervous complaint, but is
now back in harness.
In spite of the fact that I was stationed only about 60
miles away from Col. Andrews for about six months, I'm
sorry to relate that I failed to see him. However, in con
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^ trast, I did meet exO.R.S. " Froggie " Smith, who is now
Camp Commandant, Sierra Leone. So you see, "The
Queen's Own " is well represented along the " Coast" still.
I take advantage of this opportunity to ask you to con
vey my regards to R.S.M. Hayley and all members of the
Depot Sgts'. Mess, and I hope to see them all again before
the year is out but, unfortunately, I shall miss the 1st Bn.,
as I will not arrive home until about October.
Yours faithfully,
J. L. Jones.
From : Brigadier H. S. Brown,
Hon. Colonel, 4/5th Bn.,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.
Dear Sir,
Taking the chair at the Centenary Dinner of the
Wimbledon Cricket Club recently, I had the pleasure to
have beside me as guest of honour that great figure in the
cricket world—Sir Pel ham Warner.
At the time I had forgotten his connection with the
4th Bn. and, as many members of the Regiment may not
be aware of it, I thought a copy of his subsequent letter to
me might be of interest.
Yours faithfully,
H. S. Brown.

COPY.
March 20, 1954.

Dear Brigadier,
A line to thank you for a delightful evening. I did
not know until Simpson told me driving me home that your
Regiment is The Royal West Kent—the famous " Dirty Half
Hundred." I had the honour of being in the 4th Bn. T.F.,
between 1907 and 1912, when I was invalided out after a
serious illness in Australia in 1912. Colonels Simpson and
Watney were my C.O.s I came from the Inns of Court
G.T.C., and I lived at Carniz House, Leeds, near Maidstone,
from 1906—end of first World War. I have such happy
memories of my time in the Regiment.
You paid me a compliment indeed in asking me to the
Centenary Dinner of the Wimbledon C.C., which I hope will
continue to flourish in every way.
With kindest regards,
Yours,
Pelham F. Warner.

69, Highgate West Hill,
N.6
29th April, 1954.

Dear Sir,
Thank you for your letter of the 28th inst. I enclose a
cutting from 44 The Times " of 7th April, which refers to
my husband's death.
Brig. Joseph Hastings Elwin Nash, O.B.E. Educated
at St. Paul's and Sandhurst. Joined the Indian Army in
1923. Retired when India became Independent but joined
the British Military Mission to Burma, where he was Chief
Adviser to the Burmese Army, South Burma Area. He
retired in September, 1948, and returned to U.K., where he
took up an appointment as assistant manager to Laing's
Property Co.
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He died, aged 50, in St. Batholomew's Hospital on
Friday, 2nd April, 1954.
Since 1950, he had interested himself in the A.C.F. and
was in command of the 21st Ind. 44 C " Battery, R.A., at
Elmgrove Road, Harrow, Middlesex, until 1953, when he
retired.
I hope these details will be of use to you.
Yours sincerely,
J. M. Nash.
Ivy Cottage,
Whittington,
Lichfield, Staffs.

Dear Sir,
May I through the medium of the Q.O.G., express
very deep appreciation to all those members of the Regi
ment, Past and Present, who have so kindly sent me mes
sages of sympathy on the death of my father, Major M. C.
Crisford, and for the lovely flowers.
The presence at his funeral of so many of his old
friends and comrades was a very great comfort to me.
Yours truly,
Gwen Gordon.

+
NEWSPAPER CUTTING I
" BRIGADIER J. H. E. NASH
P. G. E. N. writes :—
Brigadier 44 Joe" Nash, O.B.E., who died recently
after an operation, will be mourned by a large number of
friends both in this country and abroad. He was an able
and efficient soldier with a great capacity for hard work and
a mastery of detail and planning. Had it not been for the
transfer of power and the end of the old Indian Army he
would certainly have attained higher rank. But it will be
for his personal qualities that he will be missed. He had
an instinctive and absolute integrity. He was intolerant of
any kind of sham, and spoke his mind freely when he met
it—often to his own detriment. He had great guts and
tenacity; he was generous almost to a fault; and he possessed
a delightful quizzical sense of humour.
" These were qualities that above all endeared him to
men of many oriental races whose response to sterling
character is instantaneous. They were the qualities which
led old members of the Hazara Pioneers, his first Indian
Army regiment, when they heard many years later that
Nash Sahib's brother was in Quetta, to come in numbers to
clasp his hands warmly and to send their salaams. They
were the qualities which when he was on the staff of
Twelfth Army in Burma and later as Commander South
Burma Area (which included Rangoon) won the affection
and respect of the Burmese. In particular U Aung San, the
Burmese Prime Minister, was impressed by his qualities
and it was a tribute to these that the Burmese Government
wished him to stay on after independence had been granted.
They were also the qualities which led him as soon as he
came home tcrgive his time and energies to the Middlesex
A.C.F. and inspired during his brief and tragic illness con
stant and affectionate inquiries from his subordinates in
John Laing's, the contractors, with whom he was
working."
44

44

16th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 13th JUNE, 1954
11.00 a.m.—Parade
HE " Fall In" will be sounded. All Tanks will
form up in Close Column of Bns. in line facing
south.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the Parade.

I

11.15 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the Band, will move in
column of route, order as above. Route: Sandling Road,
Week Street, High Street, Mill Street, to All Saints' Church.

11.30 a.m.—Arrival at C h u r c h
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn.. 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will
enter the Church by the North entrance and will be con
ducted to their seats on that side of the Church. The
remaining Units will enter the Church by the South en
trance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs be
hind the font, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession
to pass, and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar
will receive the Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone and party, for ladies and officers in uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church, should proceed independently.

Parade Outside Church i n Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
church commencing from the front pew, and return to
Mill Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of " threes " in
reverse order of march facing High Street.

March Off
Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph Units will halt and turn inwards
in 44 threes " and stand at ease.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation will be in attendance

The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to 44 Attention," the Regimental Padre will give
the Exhortation, the 44 Last Post" will be sounded, a two
minute silence observed, followed by 44 Reveille." Wreaths
will then be laid on the Regimental Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

March Past
On arrival in Barracks, the Deputy Colonel of the
Regiment, Brigadier R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C., will
take the Salute on the Barracks Square at the near corner
of the Officers' Mess.
Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand 44 Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.

Meals
A buffet lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium
at a cost of 5/6 per head. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives.
Tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cash should accompany the order. No applications for
tickets will be considered after Tuesday, the 1st June, 1954.
TEA.—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m. This
will be served in tents on the Back Field.

3 p.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
3 p.m., on the Back Field. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.
Last year's winner was the 11th (Lewisham) Bn.

Music
The Band of the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, will play on the Back Field during the
afternoon.

Amusements
SHOOTING.—The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the miniature
range) will commence at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the *4 Roberts" target, two sighters
will be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented last year by the Depot,
will be awarded to the winning team. The present holders
are the Maidstone Branch.
A P.T. DISPLAY will be given during the afternoon by
the Recruits of the Depot.
CHILDREN'S RACES.—These will be organized during
the course of the afternoon.
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PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

THE

INFANTRY

PRIZE

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Maj. A. R. Fyler (52508) to be Lt.Col., 8th March, 1953.
Capt. (Q.M.) A. E. Sivers, M.M. (356880), to be Maj.
(Q.M.), 13th March, 1954.
Maj. (Q.M.) B. A. Pond, M.B.E. (113241), retires on ret.
pay, 12th April, 1954.
Emergency Commissions
Lt. R. N. Rayner (362935) relinquishes his commn., 6th
March, 1954, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers
Capt. J. H. Burrows (44468) relinquishes his commn., 17th
April, 1954, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. J. A. F. Vinson (365793) relinquishes his commn., 17th
April, 1954, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.
Maj. (Q.M.) A. E. Watts, M.B.E., T.D., having attained the
age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the
Res. of Offrs., 27th March, 1954.
Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col.) R. O. Jermyn, O.B.E. (28092), having
attained the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to
belong to the Res. of Offrs., 27th April, 1954, retaining
the hon. rank of Lt.Col.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2nd Lt. N. N. G. Maw (425213), from T.A. Nat. Serv. List,
to be 2nd Lt., 17th March, 1954, retaining his present
seniority.
2nd Lt. N. N. G. Maw (425213), from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List, to be 2nd Lt., 17th March, 1954, with seniority,
4th October, 1952. Substituted for notfn. in Gazette
Supp., dated 26th March, 1954 (above).
Capt. J. L. Large (162599) is granted the actg. rank of Maj.
7th January, 1954.
National Service List
2nd Lt. A. B. Dunlop (425203), from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List, to be 2nd Lt., 22nd February, 1954, with seniority,
4th October, 1952.
2nd Lt. J. B. Organ (428007), from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List, to be 2nd Lt., 4th March, 1954, with seniority,
18th April, 1953.
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) H. A. L. Ferguson (414179) to be Lt.,
24th April, 1954, with seniority, 14th August, 1952.
2nd Lt. N. N. G. Maw (425213).—The notfn. in Gazette
(Supp.), dated 19th March, 1954, is cancelled.
2nd Lt. G. A. Forster (429953), from Reg. Nat. Serv. List,
Surreys, to be 2nd Lt., 15th April, 1954, with seniority,
25th July, 1953.
2nd Lt. N. N. G. Maw (425213), from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 17th March, 1954, with
seniority, 4th October, 1952.
Erratum
22743745, Peter Henry Patterson (432481), to be 2nd Lt.,
19th December, 1953. (Substituted for entry in "The
Q.O.G.", March issue, 1954.)

The Infantry Prize, a photograph of which appears
above is awarded twice a year by the Director of
Infantry to the cadet at the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst, who passes out highest into Infantry. It was
first awarded in July, 1948, from a Fund which was formed
by the subscriptions given for this purpose by Infantry
Regiments.
We congratulate 2nd Lt. A. F. Heatly on his success at
the Royal Military Academy which has brought him this
prize.
MOTHER'S ALWAYS RIGHT
Sweet young thing to Probationary 2nd Lieutenant :
" Mother's on our side, Darling. She says you can't
possibly be as brainless as you look."

4

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
BALBERNIE.—On April 10th, 1954, at " The Elms," Ban
bury, to Joy and Richard Balbernie, a son Angus
brother for Robin and Fiona.
STEPHENSON—On December 28th, 1953, at St. Helena
Hospital, Shorncliffe, to the wife of 22272971, Cpl.
(A/Sgt.) Stephenson, R, G.D., H.Q., a son Daniel
Richard.
MARRIAGES

||

Tel.: REGENT 5915.
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Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

DEATHS

*

*

*

We offer our condolence to the relatives of the deceased.
IN

MEMORIAM

ARCHER.—In loving memory of our gallant son, and
husband, David H. Archer, M.C., Maj., Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, killed in action, Tunisia, April
30th, 1943, aged 27 years, elder son of the late Lt.Col.
Archer and Mrs. Archer, and husband of Marion.
Invicta.
BURKE.—Most precious memories of Michael, Maj.,
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, our beloved
son, killed in action, Tunisia, May 6th, 1943, aged
23 years.
4.
ENGAGEMENTS
SHERLIKER—RIDDELL.—The engagement is announced
between Jeffrey, only son of Mr. A. Sherliker and the
late Mrs. Sherliker, of Langdale, Redstone Manor, Red
hill, and Margaret Anthea, elder daughter of Brig.
R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C., and Mrs. Riddell, of
Landford, Fleet, Hampshire.
NEVE—PASCOE.—The engagement is announced between
Richard William Neve, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, only son of the late Maj. G. E. Neve
and of Mrs. J. Tinsley, of Little Densole Farm, Folke
stone, and Denise, only daughter of Mr. J. S. H. Pascoe,
of Jersey, and Mrs. Pascoe, of 45, Palace Gardens
Terrace, W.8.
BEALE—BEALE.—The engagement is announced between
Lt. Karl Saxon Beale, M.C., The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, younger son of Mr. and Mrs.
Max Beale, of Sissinghurst, Cranbrook, Kent, and
Suzanne Marjorie, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Beale, of 1, Nevill Gate, Tunbridge Wells.
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LOVELL.—At Luton, Bedfordshire, on 27th February,
1954, No. 2252201, Cpl. (A/Sgt.) E. Lovell, 1 R.W.K.,
to Miss Jean Elizabeth Fowler.

CRISFORD.—At Peterborough Hospital, on Monday, 19th
April, 1954, Maj. M. C. Crisford, late The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
NASH—In St. Bartholomew's Hospital, on Friday, 2nd
April, 1954, Brig. J. H. E. Nash, O.B.E., LA. retired.

=

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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FARMER ii BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAYS LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines 65 Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET.
MAIDSTONE
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i st BATTALION

T

HE whole Bn. being on
leave there will be no
Coy. correspondence this
month. We start reassem
bling, however, on 6th May
and the reins should be
taken up once again in the
next issue.
The Bn. disembarked
at Southampton on 25th
March, after a fairly rough
voyage through the Bay of
Biscay. It might have been
worse, but it could have
been a great deal better. As
we entered the Channel,
however, the sea calmed
down a lot and the last
stretch up the Solent was
not only deadsmooth, but
shrouded in fog as well.
Flying the Regtl. flag,
the Empire Orwell tied up a day ahead of schedule and
we received a great welcome from members of the Regt.,
including Brigadier Riddell, DeputyColonel of the Regi
ment, the Advance Party and relatives and friends.
Amongst the latter we were very pleased to see Maj. and
Mrs. Read, who had come over from Warminster, Capt.
I. A. Macmillan, and R.S.M. Boorer, who had come down
specially from the East Surrey Depot at Kingston.
Two special trains took the Bn. to Maidstone, where
we were welcomed at the station by the Corps of Drums of
the 4/5 Bn. Also on the platform were Col. Hamilton
(Col. A/Q., Home Counties District), Lt.Col. and Mrs.
L. F. W. Jackson, Lt.Col. and Mrs. A. A. Eason, Maj. and
Mrs. R. E. Moss, Maj. and Mrs. B. A. Pond, Capt. Fletcher
and Lt. Norton.
Having dispersed almost immediately on long week
end leave, the Bn. then got down in earnest on the 29th to
three days of intensive practice for the three parades due
on April 1st (march through Maidstone), April 2nd (H.R.H.
the Duchess of Kent's visit), and April 3rd (march through
Tonbridge). These were thiee very hectic days indeed, but
they were well worth it, as the parades themselves, fully
reported elsewhere in this issue, went very well indeed.
Both Maidstone and Tonbridge gave us a great wel
come, and the former carried generosity to the limit by
providing a luncheon for the whole Bn. at the Royal Star
Hotel, followed by a ball, again for the whole Bn., in the
evening.
H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent visited us on April 2nd,
and, after inspecting it, addressed the Bn. on parade. She

Battalions :
then talked to the wives and children of the Bn. who had
been in Malaya, visited the Sgts.' Mess and finally had
lunch with the officers in the Officers' Mess. We were very
giad and proud to have our ColonelinChief with us once
more.
Guests of the Bn. on this occasion were Lord and
Lady Cornwallis, the Mayor and Mayoress of Maidstone,
Brigadier and Mrs. Riddell, Lt.Col. Jackson, and Maj.
Moss. Her Royal Highness was attended by Lady Rachael
Davidson, Mr. Phillip Hay, and Capt. Fletcher, who acted
as her Honorary A.D.C.
Others who attended the luncheon were Lt.Col.
Buckle, Maj. Spurr, Maj. Flint, and Lt. Norton. Neither
Col. Elliott nor Lt.Col. Martyn were able, unfortunately,
to come.
With the completion of the homecoming parades and
the dispersal of the Bn. on leave, comes to an end a chapter
in the history of the Bn. and Regt.—the Malayan chapter.
It has been a hard and exciting chapter, and one in
which we like to think that the best traditions of the Regt.
have been upheld. Those that served in it will not easily
forget their experiences. Nor will we forget those who
did not come back and for whom Malaya is their final
resting place.
We look forward now to a new chapter in presentday
Germany; to a new role and new tactics; to the exchange
of the stealth and cunning of jungle warfare for the grimly
efficient technique of modern mechanised European war
fare. The change is complete.

WELCOME HOME CEREMONIES
INTRODUCTION
After a brief stay at Southampton, where no time was
wasted in getting us away, the Bn. had a foretaste of the
week to follow on arrival at Maidstone West Station.
There the Drums of the 4/5 Bn. gave us a splendid wel
come, to the strains of the Regtl. March, and a consider
able crowd gathered impromptu outside the station.

THE WEATHER
The beginning of the week was devoted to recces and
rehearsals, during which the weather was fine, though a
chill breeze during an R.S.M.'s evening parade numbed
the more tropical types quite considerably. As April 1st
approached, the burning question was 44 Can the weather
last? " During the small hours of Thursday, 1st, it poured,
and at 8 a.m. a grey, damp morning was apparent. This
viewed with the official weather forecast of 44 Rain spread
ing generally from the West" made the outlook gloomy,
and a shower at 9 a.m. did nothing to improve prospects.
However, at 10 a.m. the clouds miraculously cleared and
during the actual March past the sun shone bravely at
intervals. The day remained fine, and in the evening there
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was bright sunshine on the Depot Square to gladden all
at the Retreat. Without labouring this question of weather
further, let us say once and for all that even including a
drizzle at Tonbridge, we were very lucky and have no
complaints.

APRIL 1ST—MAIDSTONE DAY
The general outline of the Borough of Maidstone's
civic welcome to the Bn. is well known, and was well
covered in the Press, so there is no need to repeat the
programme in full. But we should like to say again how
grateful we are to the Mayor, Corporation, and citizens
of Maidstone for the magnificent reception and welcome
they gave us, which surpassed all our expectations.
At 1020 hrs., the Bn., headed by Cpls. O'Gorman and
Potts, as outriders, left Invicta Lines with bayonets
fixed for the march through Maidstone. The order of
march was the Band, the C.O. and Adjt., A Coy. (Maj.
Grove), B Coy. (Maj. Archer), C. Coy. (Maj. Crumplin),
the Colours borne by Lts. Stock and Leigh, D Coy. (Maj.
Upton), Sp. Coy. (Maj. Elgood), H.Q. Coy. (Maj. Brock).
It was stated that the Provost Sgt. would march in majestic
dignity at the rear of the column, but in the event he de
faulted, leaving the 2 i/c to share this position with the
inevitable small boys and stray dogs.
After a halt in Fairmeadow, the Bn. marched up the
High Street and the C.O. gave the Salute to the Mayor at
1100 hrs. precisely. The Bn. then turned left into Week
Street and so back to Invicta Lines.
The crowds were
considerable and most enthusiastic, and everyone was
moved by the warmth of our reception. The decorations,
too, were remarkably good, especially those in Week Street
depicting the Regt.'s battle honours.
On return to Barracks there was just time to put away
our rifles (and newlyarrived Malayan medals) before
marching down again by Coys, to the civic luncheon at the
Royal Star Hotel. Six hundred and fifty members of the
Bn. were all seated in the ballroom of the Star when, at
one o'clock, the Mayor took his seat to the accompaniment
of " Kentish Fire."
A really excellent lunch followed
which was enjoyed by all. After the Royal Toast and that
of our ColonelinChief, the Mayor, Alderman T. Arm
strong, proposed the health of the Bn. in a stirring speech,
to which the C.O. replied in his usual excellent style.
At 1700 hrs. the Band and Drums " Beat Retreat" on
the Barrack Square of the Depot, before a large crowd,
which included the Mayor and his Councillors. Brigadier
R. A. Riddell took the salute. Considering that time for
rehearsal had been very limited, it was a very creditable
performance, and those concerned are to be congratulated.
After Retreat the officers of the Regiment were " at
home " in the Depot Mess to the Mayor and his Coun
cillors, and there was an opportunity to admire the portrait
of our ColonelinChief, and take a glass of sherry wine.
Lastly came the dance at the Royal Star Ballroom, to
which all ranks of the Bn. were so hospitably invited. This
proved a tremendous success, helped by generous refresh
ment and a good band. It was noted with approval that
the girls of Maidstone who had smilingly waved to us as
we marched through the streets in the morning were present
in large numbers and very ready to make matters a little
less impersonal in the evening.
The Mayor's official party left at its appointed hour.

but certain senior members returned to continue yarning
with old friends over a noggin until the closure was applied.
So ends the Maidstone Day, but before leaving it
mention must be made of the great debt of gratitude we
owe not only to the Town Council but also to Maj. Moss
and all members of the Depot staff who played such a
large part in the background to make the day the success
it was.

VISIT

BY THE COLONELINCHIEF
(2nd April)

Our ColonelinChief, H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent,
honoured the Bn. by a visit to Invicta Lines on Friday,
2nd April. The pride felt by all ranks at such an honour
was marked by their keenness and bearing on the parade.
Rehearsals had unavoidably been limited, but it was grati
fying to hear a number of most favourable comments from
unbiased quarters on the steadiness and smartness of the
parade.
We were glad to welcome a good number of relatives
and members of the Past and Present Association as
spectators.
Capt. Fletcher, from the Depot, acted as A.D.C. to
the ColonelinChief for the day and led Her Royal High
ness on to the parade ground in a specially sprucedup
Landrover which was kindly lent by O.C. 4/5 Bn., and
which looked very smart indeed. On arrival at the parade
ground, Her Royal Highness was met by the Lord
Lieutenant of the County, Lord Cornwallis, the Mayor of
Maidstone, and the DeputyColonel of the Regiment.
After the inspection the ColonelinChief addressed
the parade as follows: —
44 Lt.Col. Fyler, Officers, Warrant Officers, NonCom
missed Officers and Men of the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment—
44 I find it difficult to realise that only eighteen months
ago I was speaking to you in the heart of the Malayan
jungle, and I am very proud to think that that brief visit
to you allows me to share something of the experiences
which you have undergone since the Bn. left this country
in 1951. That day at Shorncliffe, and the succeeding day
at Erskine Camp, will always remain with me as moving
and vivid recollections; when you sailed for Malaya it
was impossible to foresee what fortunes, good or ill, would
befall you, but I felt confident that—whatever the dangers
and the discomforts—you would uphold the traditions of the
Regt. and would add to its history yet another page of
honourable and valiant achievement.
" That I was not mistaken was already apparent at
the time I visited you in Malaya; for, during your first
year of operations against bandits, you had achieved a
success unequalled by any other Bn. This achievement
was sustained during the rest of your time there, and, as
a contribution to the entire plan to eliminate terrorists
throughout the country, it was of great and lasting value.
44 But it was not without its sacrifices; there were
grievous losses, and while I am thankful to say that the
casualties of the Bn. throughout its service abroad were
not heavy, it was with great sorrow, and with the deepest
sympathy for those who had suffered the loss of close
relatives or friends, that I learned of actions in which
members of the Bn. had lost their lives. Many of you here
today can recall the battles in which these casualties were
(Continued on page 135)

CIVIC

RECEPTION,

MAIDSTONE

Colour Party and " D " Company passing the Saluting Base.

[Photo

Kent Messenger

" B " and " C " Companies in High Street,

[Photo—Kent Messenger

The Civic Lunch in the Royal Star Hotel.

[Photo—Kent Messenger

Above :

Colonel-in-Chief, Lord Lieutenant of Kent and the
Mayor of Maidstone.

Right : H.R.H. inspecting

Below : H.R.H. inspects

44

44

A " Company.

H.Q." Company.

[Photos—Kent Messenger]

March-oast—" A " Comoanv

CD "

rvmn.inip?

[Photo—Kent Messenger

[ Photo—Kent Messenger

TONBRIDGE

Castle lawn, Tonbridge.

[Photo—Kent Messenger

135
inflicted, and remember with pride the part played by those
of the Bn. who have not returned.
" Some of you, I know, were fortunate enough to have
your families with you in Malaya, but there are others
who will be seeing them for the first time now for many
months, and I can imagine with what pride and rejoicing
they will welcome you back. It is indeed good to see all
of you at home again, and I know that you are looking
forward to a welldeserved spell of leave.
4 In due course, you will be called upon to go overseas
yet once more, and I am sure that you will fulfil an entirely
different role with the spirit and understanding which is
characteristic of you. Meanwhile, I give you all my very
good wishes for a wellearned rest, my congratulations on
your fine record in Malaya, and on your general smartness
and turnout today.
44 God bless you all."
The C.O. then gave three cheers for the Colonelin
Chief, which involved the carefully practised procedure of
removing and replacing headdresses.
After the March Past, Her Royal Highness met some
of the families who had been out in Malaya, and chatted
informally to those presented to her by Mrs. Fyler. A
typically charming photo illustrates this.
The ColonelinChief next paid a visit to the Sgts'.
Mess, where after meeting the R.S.M. and Bandmaster, she
talked to other members of the Mess.
Finally H.R.H. lunched with the officers and left at
1930 hours. Shortly after her departure it poured with
rain.
H.R.H. was accompanied by her LadyinWaiting Lady
Rachel Davidson, and Mr. Philip Hay, who came with her
to Kuala Kubu Bahru, and whom we were delighted to see
again. Mr. Hay was most impressed by the long memories
of certain members of the Sgts: Mess, and has promised
to do something about that picture.

RECEPTION

BY TONBRIDGE

(3rd A p r i l )
On a damp but not too dismal Saturday morning the
Bn. marched through Tonbridge from the ludd School to
the Castle. Owing to the size of the Castle lawn, it was
necessary to have four larger Coys, for this parade, instead
of the six on the previous two.
After a necessary but somewhat hurried rehearsal in
the square the Bn. left for Tonbridge in buses. This was
to prove a valuable preview of our future role as a mobile
Inf. Bn. The fact that some of the buses were double
decker caused some consternation as their maneuverability
was distinctly less than the single decker. The journey was
not without its excitements, the route being somewhat
complicated in order to avoid the town, and at one period
the Command Group were convinced that at least half the
Bn. might appear at Tunbridge Wells by the afternoon, but
certainly not at Tonbridge in the morning. However, we
did all reach the Judd School—which the Headmaster very
kindly put at our disposal—as one body, though the O.C.
No. 1 Coy. was heard to complain that he had travelled the
whole journey often over 60 m.p.h. in the rear double
decker! No doubt he led at a smoother pace on the return
journey.

WHO SAYS T H A T
HORSES
ARE A F R A I D OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

Once again the Bn. was heartened by the spontaneous
welcome we received as we marched through Tonbridge. A
side step through the Castle gate got us on to the lawn,
which made a fine setting for the address of welcome,
admirably given by Mrs. Salmon, Chairman of the District
Council, after she had inspected the parade.
We were honoured by the presence there of the
Regimental Colour of the 4/5 Bn., with a Company under
Major Meyrick as Escort. We were also proud to see again
the Standards of the Branches of the Past and Present
Association, who had also been present at the Saluting Base
at Maidstone. A fine gesture, which was much appreciated.
After the parade we slipped through the Castle gate
again, by now slightly damp outside. This was soon
rectified by putting our insides in a corresponding state of
wet, the officers in the Council Chambers, the other ranks at
Bank Street Drill Hall. Once again our thanks are due to
the many people who organised this fine reception for us,
both the civil authorities and the staff of the 4/5th Bn.

BAND
Due to a variety of reasons, far too numerous to
attempt to relate here, we must apologise to readers for the
absence of Band notes in the past few issues of the " Buster."
However, we promise not to let it occur again.
This was to have been a hilarious script, but, unfor
tunately, we must start on a sad note.
On the 22nd
February, the death of L/Cpl. E. Newell occurred, two days
before we were due to leave K.L. on the long journey home.
Tt was a tremendous shock to us ali, and All Ranks of the
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Band join in the sorrow that we feel for his mother, relatives
and friends. You are gone, 44 Gee," but not forgotten.
Blazing new trails seems to be a particular 44 forte " of
of the Band, for in January of this year we paid a visit to
Kuala Lipis (the place where the road ends). I think that
I am correct in saying that we were the first white Band ever
to perform in this area. It was a very successful few days,
and with our "friends" of the Drums we even Beat
Retreat in the Street; what a pity that the road bent.
February we really felt that we were coming home,
and 44 FunnelFever " was very much in evidence.
The
B/M went up to about 5,000 and took us all with him. I
think that someone informed him that the Bandmaster on
the previous voyage of the Orwell was fined £75 by the
Customs. We made the odd trips to Bentong to play for
the various 44 cheerio" parties, and also were appointed
Unit and Families pickeruppers of baggage ; this, strangely
enough, was taken without any moans, we all felt it was well
worth it as we were going the right way. February the 24th
saw us rejoin the Bn. on Kuala Lumpur Railway Station,
and we were off.
The Malayan epic was not yet over, as on our arrival
at Singapore we started preparing for the final parade for
the C.inC.
During this parade the Bandmaster, Mr.
Watkins, and the Band C/Sgt. and C/Sgt. McCracken, were
presented with the L.S. and G.C. and the M.S.M. medals
respectively. This must be almost an unique presentation.
Our congratulations to them both.
The voyage home was a good one, and we came in for
our fair share of work on the entertainment side. Particular
mention must be made of the 5piece Dance Band, who
worked like Trojans nearly every night, and of 44 Al," the
Jackson and his 44 Dixielanders," who went down so well on
the Troopdecks.
Back in Blighty we still couldn't sit back, and our time
was very much taken up with rehearsals for the " Welcome
Home " celebrations in Maidstone and Tonbridge. Beating
Retreat in the Barracks on Thursday, 1st April, was very
successful (only one white line you old soldiers)? and was
quite like old times. It hardly seemed possible that nearly
four years had passed by.
On our return we welcomed back into the fold Bdsm.
Cloke, Holmes, Newport and Waghorn, who had been on
the 52/53 pupils course at Kneller Hall. Another old face
to join us was L/Cpl. Green, who had been hiding himself
at the Depot as Post Cpl., and last, but not least, we welcome
Boy Phippen, who has been rather a mythical character
whom we could never seem to locate. However, all is well
and we have them all back with us now.
We said cheerio to Bdsm. Peter Elmes and Rusty
Adams. May they have good luck in 44 Civvy Street" and
not find the rigours of having to work for a living too much
for them. Be careful with the 44 Winkle " and the 44 Uke,"
Rusty—you never know when you might need them again.
Thus ends Malaya, and to the future?—who knows.
44 Faggott."
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HE highlight of the month was
obviously the civic reception given
to the 1st Bn. at Tonbridge Urban District
Council on the 3rd April, when they
marched through Tonbridge High Street
to the Castle. We were privileged to
provide a guard of honour from the
4/5th Bn., consisting of a Colour
Party and a guard of roughly a
hundred N.C.O.s and men from all Coys, of the Bn. under
the command of Major K. C. Meyrick, T.D. Our Corps of
Drums were also on parade in full strength, and we all felt
that the parade was a stimulant to us, even though the
weather was inclined to be rather unkind. We were proud
to have been on parade with the 1st Bn. and it gave us T.A.
boys the chance to show ourselves before the public and
let them know that we are very much a live part of the
town.
After the parade, many of us were delighted to have
been able to renew old acquaintances over a pint or a glass
of sherry as the case may be, and even though the members
of the 1st Bn. were itching to get away on leave, I am sure
that many of them were glad to have been able to meet so
many old friends again.
We are enclosing for publication one or two photo
graphs of the parade, which we think are exceptionally good.

Subscription rates :—
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;

Escort and Colours, 1st Bn.
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One is a shot of the 1st Bn. Colour Party, taken as they were
marching on to the Castle Lawn, and the other of our own
Colour Party of Lt. J. B. Ogilvie, C.S.M. W. Moore, Sgt.
K. Passey and Sgt. J. Constable.
Training in the Bn. is gradually getting under way as
the summer draws nearer, and Companies are already carry
ing out their annual rifle classification and, by the looks of
some of the results, we are going to have a good year as
far as shooting is concerned. Our Bn. team has started
practising and are quietly confident of doing better at Bisley
and in the various Div. shoots this year than in previous
years.
We are keeping the Bn. name well to the fore in the
sporting world, and on the 9th April we were represented
in the 44 Div. boxing trials by Cpl. B. Rodney, of B Coy.,
who entered the heavyweight class and was awarded a walk
over. He now goes forward to the T.A. Boxing Champion
ships on 1st May, at the Headquarters of the London
Scottish in London.
The Bn. football team has completed a very successful
season in as much as it has proved at long last that such a
team can be run with enthusiasm and a team spirit which
must be envied by many civilian clubs. We have said in
this column before, without shame, that quite honestly the
team does not sparkle with talent, but it does sparkle with
" sportsmen." Win or lose—and more often than not it
has been lose—they have never at any time been down
hearted or upset over the decision and, unlike all Civvy
clubs that we have played, there has always been the old
traditional " three cheers" for our opponents. It is my
firm belief that it has been this spirit in the team that has

Escort and Colour, 4/5th Bn.
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changed its fortunes of latter weeks and their nevergiveup
attitude has paid dividends. Up until the end of 1953 we
had won only one game and drawn one, but since then we
have lost only two games out of thirteen. We have one
outstanding match to play, and it will make no difference
to our position in the League Table whether we win or lose
it. We stand about halfway in the table and are
consolidated as follows: —
P. W. D. L. F. A. Ps.
4/5 R.W.K
19
5 6
8 68 81 16
Goal scorers are not always the goal makers, but it is
always of interest to publish them, so here they are: —
D. Arthur 15, P. Newman 14, P. Locke 10,
W. Holdsworth 8, R. Barden 6, J. Redpath 5,
D. Maynard 5, S. Mew 3, E. Miller 2.
It would be of interest to put on record that the follow
ing members of the team have turned out in every game
played throughout the season—not only League games but
Cup and friendlies as well : —Our wellliked and very able
captain, Ron Barden, of H.Q. Coy., S. Rogers and P. Locke,
also of H.Q. Coy. Well done, and a very creditable
performance.
Great plans are being hatched for the Club's activities
next year. We have been promised our very own ground
in Tonbridge, and this promise alone has sent the enthusiasm
of our present members soaring to the heights.
I have
already overheard them discussing ways and means of
making our own goal posts, and quiet " knocks" being
made about new shirts with Regimental badges on the
pockets and, best of all, " Now we have our own pitch on
the doorstep—bags of practice!" That's the idea, lads:
Get cracking early next season, and look out Div. Ill—here
we come! !
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I trust that we have not dwelt too long on the Football
Club Notes, but it's a good wind up to the season, and the
prospects for next year look very bright.
Whispered plans of many farewell parties are floating
through the eaves of this building, but we will save the
results of these plans up and let you know the results in
the next issue. So, until then, wherever you may be, good
hunting and we'll be here again next month.

"A" COMPANY
This month has not been a very exciting one, except
perhaps for the visit of the War Office, who were trying to
find out whether our P.S.I. was overworked.
Sgt. Garrett had quite a few words to say on the
matter—none of which I can put in print! !
We are all hoping to find that they will supply us with
a confidential secretary of the female variety.
However to more serious matter. We are all looking
forward to camp and the weekend shooting and training.
Some of us are disappointed that we are not going to
Norfolk this year. We have become very attached to the
wide open spaces of Stamford Training Area, and cannot
get to sleep unless we are being " stung to death" by
mosquitoes, or lying under some hedgerow soaked to the
skin. Nevertheless, we shall undoubtedly enjoy our camp,
be is Ewshott. or Timbuctoo.
Some of us saw the parade of the 1st Bn. through the
streets of Maidstone, and have spoken to the veterans of
Malaya, and have learnt a few things about the art of jungle
warfare, and we wish them all a very warm welcome back
to Blighty, and hope they enjoy their stay in the Depot
town.
Now the lighter evenings are upon us, we hope to get
some outside training, with perhaps an operational " night
attack " on the R.A.F., Detling, which we enjoyed so much
last year.
Our new Adjutant, Capt. Shearburn, has taken over
from Capt. Macmillan, and we wish him every success. Also
Lt.Col. Keenlyside our new C.O., who takes over shortly
from Col. Jackson, who we thank for a very happy associa
tion, and I am sure we shall all miss him very much.
That's all for now. Keep your trigger finger steady,
and shake the moths out of that greatcoat. You'll soon be
needing it for guard mounting at Ewshott.
Sgt. Kike.
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HIS month has seen many changes in our Staff at the
Depot and, alas, the time has come at last when we
have to say goodbye to Maj. and Mrs. Bertie Pond and
family. The story of Major Pond's distinguished career in
the Regiment 'appeared in last month's edition of The
Q.O.G. and there is little that we can add except to say
that we have been extremely fortunate in having him with
us for his last years of service with the Queen's Own. Both
Bertie Pond and his wife will be missed by all at The
Depot, but we look forward to seeing them weekly and
in any case Major Pond has promised to continue to super
vise our boxing for years to come. The whole Depot wish
both Maj. and Mrs. Pond and family the very best of luck
and happiness in the future.
Major and Mrs. Sivers have arrived to take over from
the Ponds and we give them a most sincere welcome and
hope that they will enjoy their tour with us. We are
again very fortunate in getting the services of Major Sivers,
M.M., and we congratulate him on his recent promotion.
This month started off with an Exercise of an I.S.
nature to practice in their duties members of the Royal
Naval Dockyard Mobile Reserve. The Depot provided
two platoons of 44 saboteurs." One platoon under Mr.
Gomes and C.S.M. Dowsing fought a brisk little action in
the Dockyard at Chatham. The highlight of which was
a diversion effected by C.S.M. Dowsing, which ended in
his being put into 44 Chokey " after a stubborn Dien Bien
Phu on the top of a rubbish heap. Our other platoon,
under Capt. Fletcher and Sgt. Bradshaw, visited the Isle
of Grain.
This month saw the passing out parade of Aliwal and
Sobraon platoons under their platoon Sgts. Johnson and
Tidy.
The Mayor of Maidstone took the salute and
addressed those on parade and also the parents. We con
gratulate the following recruits on winning medals for
shooting : Pte. Twort who was the best shot on the
rifle and Pte. Van who won the L.M.G. medal.
After a fortnight's intensive weapon training the first
party of the permanent staff fired their annual range course
at Lower Halstow. The new course was fired, it was an
easier course, and the weather conditions were very good.
The results were satisfactory and on the rifle we had 7
marksmen, 10 firstclass sTiots and 4 secondclass shots. On
the L.M.G. there were 3 marksmen, 8 firstclass shots, 7
secondclass shots and one thirdclass. The following are
to be congratulated on becoming marksmen : —
Cple. Mace, Sgt. Lockyear, Sgt. Stubbington (both
weapons), Cpl. West, Pte. Jones (both weapons), Pte.
Dorgan, Pte. Parsons, L/Cpl. Coleman.
Whilst we are on the subject of shooting it may be
of interest to some to know that at this year's Depot rifle
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meeting at Hythe on Monday, 21st and Tuesday, 22nd of
June, other Depots in the Home Counties Bde. have been
invited to send teams to compete in an interDepot Shoot.
Some Depots have already accepted.
In order to start off our season of .22 shooting again
we accepted a challenge from the Dartford Rifle Club on
their range. The result was a win for Dartford, who are
very strong and we hope to have a return match in the
near future. Our results were : —
L/Cpl. Buss, 92; Capt. Fletcher, 91; Lt. Neve, 91;
Cpl. Dunk, 90; R.S.M. Morris, 88; R.S.M. Hayley, 86;
C.S.M. Dowsing, 85; Lt. FollettSmith, 83; Sgt. Brad
shaw, 82; Lt. Young, 74.
Final Result : Depot, 862; Dartford R.C. 932.
We seem to have entered into the season of A.C.F.
Inspections and Cert. "A" exam, boards galore, this will
last for about a month and then we shall settle down to
all the local functions which the summer brings with it.
We welcome to our Permanent Staff, Messrs. Neve
and FollettSmith, Sgt. Fox and Cpl. Scudder, and we bid
farewell to Messrs. Gomes, Gregory and Bowen, and wish
them happy days with the Bn.
No doubt the 1st Bn. will be giving an accurate account
of the Civic reception and all ranks dance, but we should
like to pay our humble tribute to the manner in which they
marched through Maidstone, and the excellent performance
of the band which beat retreat here on 1st April.
The officers of the Depot enjoyed giving a guest night
to the 1st Bn. officers and we spent a very pleasant evening.
The portrait of H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent is now
hanging in the Royal Academy and we miss it very much
in our dining room.
Amongst our very welcome visitors to the Depot this
month have been Col. Harper (officer i/c Records), Col.
Howe, and many officers from Invicta Lines. Some most
unwelcome visitors were forced to appear last night, 1st
May, in the form of the Fire Brigade, who attended to our
Officers' Mess ante room chimney, which was on fire !
Inkerman and Alma Platoons, under Sgts. Bradshaw
and Dawson held their 44 At Home " this month, and the
usual demonstrations of drill, weapon training and P.T.
were given. We were very pleased to see 42 parents.
Finally we offer our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
Young (Mr. Young is our doctor) on the birth of their
daughter. The C.O. and Mrs. Nigel Maw, late of the
Depot, are now on the move to Wrotham Heath Golf Club,
where they will have the task of organising three days'
golf.

SERGEANTS' MESS

A

PRIL 1st, 1954, was certainly a 44 RedLetter " day for
the Regiment and we were all very proud indeed to
see the 1st Bn., headed by their Band and Drums, exercis
ing their traditional right to march through the Borough of
Maidstone, with Colours flying and bayonets fixed. Several
members of the mess were on duty on various stands in
the High Street and the bearing of the Bn. impressed us
very much as they passed the saluting base. The R.S.M.,
as representative of the Depot Sgts'. Mess, attended the
44 Welcome Home" luncheon given by the Borough of
Maidstone to all ranks of the 1st Bn. at the Royal Star
Hotel. Several members of the mess also attended the Ball
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held on the same evening. We are sure all ranks of the
Bn. must have been very impressed by the welcome they
received in their county town, even though it may have
slightly interfered with their homecoming leave.
The next day several members were present when our
ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, visited
Invicta Lines and addressed the Bn. on parade.
Several members of the 1st Bn. Mess have paid our
Mess a visit since their arrival and with their return from
leave in May, we do look forward to seeing many more be
fore they have again to pack, prior to their move to
Germany in June.
Since the arrival of the Bn. the following changes have
been planned and will no doubt have been carried out by
the time these notes are published. R.S.M. D. B. Morris
has been selected to take over the appointment of R.S.M.
of the 1st Bn., and Sgts. Bradshaw and Tidy are being
posted to the 1st Bn. Col./Sgt. Manson (Bolo—44 Hup the
Gills.") is also leaving shortly on posting as P.S.M. to the
4th/5th Bn. We wish them all the very best of luck in their
new jobs, and shall be welcoming in our Mess, R.S.M. F.
Hills, Col./Sgt. Bucknell (M.M.), Sgts. Williams and Lovell
in replacement of our losses. We hope they will soon settle
down to our routine and will enjoy their stay here. We
also hope that Sgts. Simmonit© and Fox, who have recently
returned from Malaya will also become members, provided
they are taken on as Sgt. Instructors here.
We were glad to have George Carter with us again
for a few days during the period of ceremonials welcoming
home the 1st Bn. George still seems to be much about the
same and we hope he enjoyed his short stay.
Our congratulations to (Local) Sgt. Lockyear on his
promotion to acting Sgt. vice Sgt. Daniels who has now pro
ceeded on release leave. We are sorry that Mrs. Daniels
has been ill and has had a serious operation, we wish her
a speedy recovery. By the way Sgt. Lockyear has started
off in his new rank as Mess Caterer and got off to a flying
start by a small matter of a tuppenny overcharge to his
first customer, the R.S.M. ! ! ! Sgt. Pratt is again back
in harness after a short illness—with the increase in pay
he has at last decided to change his 21 to a 22 year
engagement.
Our Armourer, Sgt. Stubbington (R.E.M.E.), crept off
very quietly on the 24th April for his marriage at Sheer
ness. A suitable presentation was made from the members
in the form of a very nice over mantle clock. We hope
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they enjoyed their honeymoon in spite of the break in the
weather.
We have been pleased to hear from Sgt. (Pedlar)
Palmer who is now sweating it out in West Africa in the
2nd Bn. Nigerian Regt. We hope by now he has got over
his " teething " troubles we all have when we go overseas.
Bob (Medicalman unattached) was unable to get back on
time owing to compassionate reasons, he is now on his way
and we hope all is well. News has also been received
from Sgt. Knight, who has safely arrived for duty with
2nd (NY) Bn. of the King's African Rifles, now serving in
Malaya. He seems to have settled in and is looking for
ward to the Bn. returning to East Africa at the end of the
year, when he hopes Mrs. Knight will be able to rejoin him.
At last Sgt. Collingwood, having descovered a suitable
cave on the coast, has vacated his " little villa" at the
Regimental Depot. No doubt we shall see him fairly often
when he is visiting his " Inlaws " here in Maidstone.
As we go to press much speculation on " Who's going
to win the Cup," is abroad in the Mess, but money is very,
very scarce, but the O.R.Q.M.S. hopes to let us have some
firsthand reports, as he has managed to snaffle the only
ticket allotted to the Regimental Depot. Have managed to
return in time to let you know " It was not the great cup
final it was cracked up to be."
We Blunder Always
managed to get 3 (including a penalty) and Proud Preston
with finical Finney could only get 2. Another result was :
" 62 Club "21 points—Sgts'., Depot, R.W.K., 20 points
—so what ?
I see the cricket nets have been put up—news will be
scarce this summer.
44 McCartney."
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BATTALION

HE Annual Reunion Dinner was held this year at " The
Mitre," Tooley Street, on Saturday, 24th April, and
the committee are pleased to report that there was a con
siderable increase in attendance over last year's figure, as
fortyfive sat down to dinner.
We were once again fortunate to have Brigadier G.
Ingham, a former Commanding Officer, in the chair, and we
also welcomed Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., the Chair
man of the Past and Present Association. Another interest
ing feature of the evening was the fact that the gathering
took on a much broader aspect than usual, as there were
a record number of 19141918 old comrades present. We
of the later war felt suitably humbled when we were re
minded that for this earlier " vintage " it was the twentieth
reunion, and not merely the sixth as it was for us. We do
hope that they will come along in ever increasing numbers
as the years go by, because their presence sets the seal of
perfection on these proceedings.
The form of the evening took its usual course. After
an informal " parade " in the bar, the company sat down to
a pleasant meal, and the writer spent much of the time
looking round the tables and matching wartime incidents
with faces which had really changed very little. A solid
44 C" Company phalanx had grouped itself round Capt.
Howard Smith and Messrs. Milne and Donan. The Mortar
Platoon had its own little group centred of course on Tom
Shepherd, the genial Charlie Pratt rallied 44A" Company
close by, and 44 Freeo " Harris and Messrs. Little, Joyce,
Doolan and Taverner did more than justice to 44 B " and
44 D " Companies. Bn. H.Q. ?
Well, wasn't there 44 Mo "
Harris, our redoubtable R.S.M., just over the way !
Once again, we had many messages of good wishes,
notably a telegram from H.R.H. Princess Marina, the
Duchess of Kent, our ColonelinChief, to whom our own
loyal greetings had been sent.
Toasts were drunk to Her Majesty the Queen, The
Regiment, coupled with the name of the ColonelinChief,
and Absent Friends.
Both the Chairman and Lt.Col.
Edwards contributed neat little speeches in characteristic
vein, and the proceedings were rounded off by a Commit
tee Report from the Secretary, Tom Shepherd, and a vote
of thanks to the Chairman and Lt.Col. Edwards from Maj.
Eric Goodman.
The tables were then quickly cleared and the party
broke up into small groups, everyone trying to pack a
thousand memories and reminiscences into an hour or so.
As the writer moved round he heard odd words dropped
here and there which would have sounded odd to any
stranger, but were rich in memories for all present. 44 St.
Petrox "... 44 Exercise Dryshop "... 44 Duckworth Mill "
... 44 The Fishguard Scheme "... 44 Brecon or Bust
and so on. All too soon the evening came to an end, the
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last pint was " downed " and the last handshake was ex
changed before we left for our homes, with memories of
another happy Reunion at which we had revived once
again the spirit and the deeds of the " Seventh."
We all look forward to next year's dinner when we
shall meet all our old friends again, and perhaps some who
have as yet been unable to be at these annual occasions.
Johnny Gee.

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Annual General Meeting of the Association was
held at the Crown and Sugar Loaf, Garlick Hill, E.C.4,
on 31st March. Capt. C. B. Smith was in the chair and was
supported by some 30 members.
Unfortunately our President, Major A. J. Jeremy, M.C.,
was unable to be present, but we were glad to welcome Capt.
C. F. Hall, after his recent indisposition. Whilst not
looking quite his old self, he at least retains that "Cherubic"
appearance,
The statement of accounts, presented by Capt. R. O.
Russell, M.C., showed an overall surplus, the Emergency
Help Fund being in a particularly sound state. In this
connection, however, Capt. R. Maltby, M.C., the Chairman
of the Help Fund SubCommittee, mentioned that not
sufficient use was being made of the fund.
Whilst he
appreciated that members in need might be diffident in
seeking help, he also thought that some were not even
aware of the existence of the fund. It was agreed that all
would endeavour to bring to the notice of their less
fortunate comrades the fact that the fund was created for
their benefit. It might be added, too, that all cases are
dealt with in strict confidence.
Mr. L. W. Dawson, the honorary secretary, remarked
upon the fluctuating membership of the Association. He said
that there is a constant coming and going of members, and
it was not always easy to keep in touch. He suggested that
all should use their influence with any old members they
may meet.
Mr. A. Buddell, M.C., supported this and suggested,
additionally, that a list of addresses should be circulated as a
possible means of contact. This was unanimously agreed.
The President, VicePresident, Honorary Secretary,
Honorary Treasurer and Assistant Honorary Secretary, were
reelected en bloc and, in addition, Capt. C. B. Smith, the
retiring Chairman, was elected a VicePresident.
Mr. W. W. Toomer, M.M., one of the original members
of the Bn. and a foundermember of our Association, was
elected to the chair. " Bill" is of course, wellknown in
Lewisham for his excellent work both in Association,
Municipal and British Legion affairs and we can be assured
of a good year under his leadership. Perhaps we might add
that " Bill," as Champion Standard Bearer, is not unknown
to other branches of the Past and Present Association, and
we have no doubt that he again demonstrated his abilities
during the recent parades at Maidstone and Tonbridge when
the 1st Bn. was welcomed home.
Col. D. J. Dean V.C., T.D., was elected ViceChairman.
Col. Dean is also one of our founder members and also
one of the most enthusiastic. Such is his keenness that
he travels from Sittingbourne to attend our functions and
we look forward, in due course, to seeing him in the chair.
Mr. A. F. Grant referred to the forthcoming move of
Mr. and Mrs. Dawson to Heme Bay and, on behalf of

the Association, wished them both a long and happy
sojourn in their new location. Mr. Grant also referred to
Mr. Dawson's keen interest in the endowment fund of St.
George's Church, Ypres, and suggested that the Association
might show their appreciation of their Honorary Secretary's
efforts by making a donation which Mr. Dawson could take
with him on the occasion of the St. George's Day service.
It was unanimously agreed that a grant should be made of
£5 5s. for this purpose.
Mr. Dawson, in thanking the
members, gave a brief discourse on the objects of the
fund.
During the course of the meeting, a telephone message
was received informing us that our old friend, "Joe"
Woodhall, was unable to be present on account of illness.
We wish him a speedy recovery.
Business was concluded at an early hour, and " remin
iscencing " became the order of the evening.
" Hybrid."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HIS month has been rather a quiet one for us, so far as
Branch activities are concerned, but we must not forget
the amount of ground work that is being done by our
Secretary, Treasurer and Entertainments Committee to
ensure that the Annual General Meeting goes off with a
swing and our Dinner and Dance on May the 8th shall be a
great success.
The monthly meeting was held at Branch Headquarters
at the Drill Hall, Penge, S.E., on the 2nd Friday of the
month, as usual, with Mr. S. J. Terry in the chair.
Unfortunately the attendance was not as good as usual,
but we cannot expect a bumper attendance at each meeting.
Nevertheless, the darts competition was soon under way,
bringing with it its usual surprises.
I rather fancy the
champion this year will be a real dark horse.
Alec, as usual, got seated at the piano, and Len Clarke,
with his " melody "? makers, did their best to lift the roof.
Another very enjoyable evening, and no one can say that
the members of the Catford Branch don't know how to
spend an enjoyable evening when they get together.
Our old friend, Stan Knight, was conspicuous by his
enforced absence, but our chairman read a letter and a
postcard from him, and we were all very pleased to hear
that Stan was now at a convalescent home and was well on
the way to recovery.
He is not better yet by any means, but we send him
our very best wishes and we all sincerely hope that he will
be back with us in time for our A.G.M. and Annual Dinner.
Bill James was also among the absentees, but here again
he is still recuperating and no doubt he will be back with
us as soon as he is able.
Bookings are going well for the coach trip to Maidstone
for the Annual Reunion and, as usual, our branch will be
well represented. There are still a few more coach seats to go
and it will have to be a case of first come first served.
And now, just to remind those of you who have not
been along to see us recently, forthcoming events are:
Annual Dinner, Saturday, 8th May, 1954; Reunion at Maid
stone, Sunday, 13th June, 1954; Annual Summer Outing,
August Bank Holiday Monday.
Come along at the next meeting for further particulars.
" Esjtee."
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CHATHAM BRANCH
monthly meeting was held on April 5th, when our
OURChairman,
Mr. Charles Williams, said he was very

pleased to see such a good attendance. He then told us
that our old comrade, Joe Wright, was seriously ill, and he
knew our sympathy was with Mrs. Wright in her great
trouble, and our thoughts of Joe would be with us all
evening. Through the illness of Joe, some change was
necessary regarding the Branch officers, Mr. G. W. Paice
(Jerry), 103, Boundary Road, Chatham, is now chairman,
Mr. Charles Williams treasurer, Jim Munchin (one round)
vicechairman. Mr. S. L. Thompson, Marlborough Head,
Strood, Phone Strood 7792, is Regimental representative at
Headquarters. Special note: Major H. M. Smith, 16,
Beaconsfield Road, Chatham, is now our Hon. Secretary,
and has held this office since November last. Major R. W.
Brothers was unable to attend through illness. Our summer
outing will be to Ramsgate on the 22nd of August. A letter
was read from Frank Sutton, now in Canada. The booby
prize was won by Major H. M. Smith, a box of milk choco
lates. Our next meeting will be on May 3rd. The Branch
was represented at the civic reception at Maidstone on
Thursday, 1st April, for the 1st Bn., by Butch Smith
(Standardbearer), Alf Tapp, M.C., and Ike Williams. As
the lads of the 1st Bn. marched smartly past the Mayor of
Maidstone, we "Boys of the Old Brigade" felt very proud
to see the Queen's and Regimental colours held aloft. The
many suntanned faces indicated their return from a warm
clime. The Standardbearers and escorts were invited to
the Sgts.' Mess at the Depot and were given refreshments, a
truly kind gesture. I had the pleasure of meeting Major
Bredon, Lt.Col. A. Howe, Maj. Love, Charlie Stringer,
M.S.M., 44 Hooky " Walker, M.S.M., Mr. Maxlow, George
Carter (Eltham), Victorian and Paddy Mullen (Coronation
Medal), who is now employed in the office at the Depot.
At Tonbridge on Saturday, April 3rd, the Branch was
represented by Mr. McKay (Standardbearer) and myself
and another as escort. The lads again put up a very smart
show. The Standardbearers and escorts at this parade were
the guests of the local authority, who provided refresh
ments, including beer and minerals. Old comrades will be
interested to hear that a daughter of the late Joe Outten,
who was born in the Depot, is now landlady of the Castle
Hotel, Maidstone, and follows in her father's footsteps.
Ike Williams (Victorian).

LONDON BRANCH
UR last meeting, held on the 26th March, brought our
O
usual large congregation, most of whom were eager for
news of the homecoming and welcome to the Bn. on its

march through Maidstone and the functions which went
handinhand with the Welcome Home.
I was unable to attend, but our Chairman, Len Remfry,
tells me there were seventeen of the branch there: really a
splendid effort, and several were lucky enough to attend the
Dance in the evening. From my information, it would
appear that two life members have signed up, and both
should appear, having been formally attested and accepted,
by two of our best known members and officials, at our
next meeting, to receive their general welcome from our
branch.
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No doubt the full reports of the welcome will be printed
in the edition prior to the appearance of my notes, so I
shall not dwell on that, but on behalf of the Branch, through
these columns, wish all the officers and men of the 1st Bn.
all the very best of wishes for their stay at home and with
the B.A.O.R., and our heartiest congratulations on the
wonderful score after three years in the jungle. We shall
meet many old friends at the Reunion, and doubtless those
of the Branch unable to welcome friends on the home
coming will make up for it at the Reunion.
Back to our meeting on the 26th March. One item of
interest I must bring to London Branch readers who take
the Buster, and may not attend all meetings. Our 2nd Bn.
Album, a small book of photographs, not much thicker
than our Gazette, and kindly presented to the Branch by our
bearded Mr. Boughton, has been borrowed by a member
and, unfortunately, not yet returned. There are so many
of us who wish to see this interesting Album that we will
be glad if it can be returned so the rest of the Branch may
have a chance to have a dekko!
We had three new members, Mr. Higgs, whom I regret
I had not the pleasure of meeting previously; Mr. Coyne,
whom I know very well, and Mr. Bray, about whom I'd
heard a great deal, although had never met All received
our usual hearty welcome. Paddy Coyne, very wellknown
in Shiny C," of the 'tween wars 1st Bn., was a shining
example to all of us in respect of kit, and turn out. When
Paddy, who remained Pte. Coyne, was selected for guard
outy, one of probably nine or ten men, the remainder gave
up all hope of being selected as the cleanest man on guard to
be C.O.'s 44 Stick Orderly "—it was a foregone conclusion.
Paddy was always that bit too good.
Two years in succession he was picked out by General
Jeffries, then commanding the district, as the cleanest and
bestturnedout soldier in the Bn.; really a unique effort, as
it was almost impossible for the G.O.C. to have remembered
the man among the thousands he inspected in a year. We
hope to see him along with Dick Forrester each month.
Tishy Bray thoroughly enjoyed himself and as Len
Remfry, our chairman, was there to welcome him, he was
soon very much at home. We have high hopes of seeing
Bert Lidsey soon. We understand he has been to Catford
recently.
The Branch is hoping to have a Supper and Dance in
September, and we hope to be able to expound more fully
on this next month.
As this month the news will of
necessity be sent in my handwriting, I shall leave most of my
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usual notes in respect of our absent members' mail until
next month, hoping that the Editor will be able to print my
not very legible handwriting.
More next month.
"The Spider."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

T

HE Branch was honoured on the occasion of the Civic
reception given to the 1st Bn. on their return from
overseas (Malaya), by proudly displaying our Branch Stan
dard with many others of The Past and Present Association
on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of April, 1954, at the saluting base,
the Town Hall, Maidstone, on the 1st, in Invicta Lines on
the 2nd (when H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, our Colonel
inChief, inspected the Bn.), and at Tonbridge on 3rd April
and a vote of thanks was placed on record in our minutes
to those responsible to ensuring that our Branch was repre
sented on each occasion. It is understood that there v/ere
ten Branch Standards on Parade at Maidstone on 1st April,
and 8 at Tonbridge on the 3rd, a very good show.
A goodly number attended our April meeting, which
again had to be held in the second week of the month owing
to Easter. We were indeed very glad to see exSgt. Saywell
with us that evening and to know he is still getting along
O.K. and finding some time to watch the " Gills." We have
another likely member from the Gillingham area in ex
C.S.M. Tug Wilson (when are you giving us a look up,
Tug ! !). It was announced at this meeting that a pro
visional booking had been made for the Wig and Gown
for our annual dinner next year, Saturday, 19th March,
being as near as possible to St. Patrick's Day, a Saturday
being a more suitable day to allow many more to come
along and enjoy the fun.
..

The Branch Committee met on the 20th April and we
were pleased to have Maj. Moss, O.C. Regtl. Depot, with
us, as we were drawing up a suitable programme for t e
Annual Reunion which is being held in June this year. We
have arranged for sideshows and hope they will prove
popular. It is also hoped that we shall be able to procure
a pony for children's rides. The 1st Bn. have promised to
run the sideshows this year, this will give the Maidstone
Branch members a chance of meeting their pals from other
Branches. With the 1st Bn. being stationed right here in
Invicta Lines we are looking forward to a bumper atten
dance, and, of course, are earnestly hoping we shall have
ideal weather. Details will be notified to Branch Secretaries
by letter. The InterBranch Small Bore Match will again
be fired and tickets are being issued so that branch reps, will
be able to fireoff without having to await until their team
are all present. It is hoped that this idea will allow for the
competition to be completed earlier than in the past. The
usual Old Soldiers', Ladies', Band and Children's races will
be on I ask all Branch members to make particular note
of the date, it is
SUNDAY, 13th JUNE, 1954, com
mencing with the usual Church Parade from the Barrack
Square, headed by the 1st Bn. Band and Drums, moving
off at 11.0 a.m.
At least a dozen members and a few of our Ladies
turned up at the Maidstone exServices Club on Tuesday,
27th April, and we all had some great fun in taking part
in the Annual Match of Maidstone Joint Council of ex
Services Champions (Royal Navy again) versus The Rest,
which consisted of representatives from Old Contemptibles,

British Legion, Royal Artillery, The Queen's Own, R.A.S.C.,
R.A.M.C., Burma Star, and R.A.F. Associations. Somehow
we just could not win, losing the series by a mere two
points. Refreshments were provided and I'm sure when
the time come for us to depart we were well satisfied. In
the latter part of the evening The Queen's Own managed
to produce a 44 Band Boys'" dart team to challenge the
mighty Royal Navy. This was soon fixed and the Fleet
were sunk in one game of 701 up which our boys pulled
off fairly easily. The team was Band Col.Sgt. McCracken,
Sgt. A. Pratt, exSgt. Piggott and Col.Sgt. (Sammy) Ringe.
Of our sick we are glad to know that Jim Wells has
recovered and is back at work, but we are sorry to have to
report that Charlie Hendrick (M.B.E.) (employed at the
Depot) is at the moment on the sick list. We hope it is
not serious and wish him a speedy return to work.,
Unfortunately, owing to transport difficulties, we havdf
not been able to muster as many as we should have liked for
the Catford and District Annual Dinner and Dance at Penge
on 6th May, 1954. Nevertheless, one or two members will
be able to go along.
Another date to note is Saturday, 2nd October, 1954.
This has been earmarked as the date for the Annual 44 Get
together."
BRANCH SWEEPSTAKE.—The Branch have again decided
to run a sweepstake on the 44 King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth Stakes " race, which is to be run at Ascot on
Saturday, 17th July, 1954. This sweepstake has proved to
be very popular and tickets are now available and it is
hoped that all members will give their support. Tickets are
6d. each and can be obtained from Branch committee mem
bers. The draw will take place on Thursday, 15th July,
so that those lucky people to draw a horse can be notified
of the fact before the race.
ANNUAL CHURCH SERVICE. Members will be interested
to know that the provisional date for the Maidstone Joint
Council Annual Church Service has been fixed for Sunday,
4th July (being the nearest Sunday to St. Peter's Day) when
we shall attend the evening service at All Saints' Parish
Church at 6.30 p.m., with our Branch Standards. Further
details will be notified later.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS : —

Sunday, 30th May : 2.30 p.m., Cricket match at The
Barracks.
Friday, 11th June : 7.45 p.m., Branch Meeting at The
Barracks.
Sunday, 13th June : 11.0 a.m., 16th Annual Reunion.
Sunday, 20th June : 2.30 p.m., Cricket match at Thp
Barracks.
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TUBERCULIN TESTED
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MAIDSTONE — and at
Tel: 2610, 51246
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Tel: West Mailing 3101
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ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED

JULY 1911

PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., GB.E.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LT.COLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
SECRETARY
DETAIL OF MEETINGS
.... Mr. A. Smith,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley, Kent.
Service Club, Bromley.
Chatham
Mr. C. J. Williams . . Major, H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
" Jutogh," 16, Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
Catford & District .. Mr. S. J. Terry .... Mr. R. A. Fielder,
Second Friday of each month at T.A.
87, Newlands Park, Sydenham, S.E.26.
Centre, Parish Lane, Penge.
Gravesend
Mr. A. Wood
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Guernsey
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
First Monday of each month
Port.
London
Mr. L. Remfry .... Mr. T. Briddock,
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
74, Cherry Tree Walk,
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
West Wickham, Kent.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Maidstone
Mr. H. Carman .... Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
The Barracks, Maidstone.
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Sevenoaks
Mr. C. Culver,
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
Shorncliffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
" FleurdeLys," Sandgate.
Quarterly, 1st
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Friday, Feb., May. Aug.. Nov.
Tonbridge &
Major N. S. C.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Tun bridge Wells
Elmslie
27, Shakespeare Roaa, Tonbridge.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K.
Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman Mr. T. Shepherd,
Reunion annually in March or April as noti
492. Downham Way, Bromley, Kent. fled
in Press and " Q.O.G."
8th Battalion
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
10th Battalion
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
11th Battalion
Capt. C. B. Smith .. Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
20th (London)
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. F. W. Sales,
Meeting first Tuesday each month, Holly
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. G. Cockell

Membership Is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are s
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those ire
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kenfr
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

The car you judge held
Relaxation ... exhilaration .
sheer exuberant enjoyment . . .
you experience them all whenever
you're behind the wheel of a
SunbeamTalbot. Feel the
power whipping the miles away.
Revel in the masterly handling
of this fine car. Enjoy the peace
of mind of its utterly safe
braking, its superb road holding!
This is a car among cars, a
machine a man can respect.
Judge it for yourself—behind the
wheel. Your dealer will arrange
a trial run today.
The SunbeamTalbot is available in saloon
or convertible versions. The Sunbeam Alpine
is an open sports twoseater.
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in reserve with never a trace
of fuss or strain. This engine
proves what it can do on every
new hill.
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Corners taken fast and safely!
No risk of roll or sway — no
chance of dangerous skidding.
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TALBOT AND ALPINE

that slips you away neatly from the
throng. Speed that makes Jbrief
work of cross country journeys.
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This giant machine at the Aylesford Paper Mills is making paper at a speed of 15 miles
per hour and producing over 140 tons of paper daily.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with the motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights," " Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood." " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917, '18," " St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell \Asur." "Palestine, 191'Mi8," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
The Carleton and York Regiment—Honorary Colonel : H.M. The Queen
The Kent Regiment.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.

1st A.C.F. Bn., Sidcup.

Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot) .. Invicta Lines, Maidstone.
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
2nd A.C.F. Bn., Swanley.
3rd A.C.F. Bn„ Tunbridge Wells.

4th A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Deputy Colonel, Brigadier R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.
" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks 5/ per annum post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the Editor,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

THE QUEEN'S/ OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of

Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O.. G.B.E.

Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

____
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W

..

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
Depot Holdee;

MAJORS

Lab. Gp.
(T/Lt.Col.} O.C., 321 E.,
Depot Holdee.
(T/Lt.Col.) 0;C„ N.R.T.C., Zaria.
Depot Holdee.
Q(AR) War Office.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C., 4/5 R.W.K.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C., 1 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A. and Q.M.G. 56
(London) Armd. Div. (T.A.).
H.Q., A.L.F.C.E.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) 2 i/c 1 R.W.K.
G2, H.Q., Sch. of Inf.
(T/Lt.Col.) G.S.O. 1 E.A. Comd.
Trg. Offr. and Adjt., London
Un.versify U.T.C.
1 R.W.K.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) H.Q., B.T.E.
O.C., PL Coy., H.C.B. Depot.
} Middx. Regt.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., B.T.E.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
1 R.W.K.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
D.A.D. (C. & H.), att. H.Q.,
17 Gurkha Inf. Div.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
M.A. to C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F.
1 R.W.K.
R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3rd Para. Regt.
7th Bn.,. K.A.R.
3rd Bn. Para. Regt.
F.A.R.E.L.F. Trg. Centre, Inst.

BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M
Fawcett, G. P
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. R. ...
Keenlyside, C. H.
...
Moss, R. E
Fyler, A. R
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E. ...
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R., M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
...
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H
Faulkner, D. O
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J.
...
Waring, H. B. H
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Elgood, P. N
Upton, T. V.. M.B.E.
.
Crumplin, W. C. D. ...
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E.
Dover, V., M.C
Clarke, H. W
Willis, C. F., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C.
...

CAPTAINS

Monckton, D., M.C.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Hunting, K. M
Wilson, J. B
Ambrose, W. G. R. ...
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G.
...
Abplanalp, V. C
Osborne, E. C. S
Shearburn, S. R. O. ...
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
...
Nicholls, R. W. G., M.B.E
White, R. K

1 R.W.K,
Staff Ca#t., H.Q., 18 Inf. Bde.
Staff College, Wellington.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
Depot Holdee.
Adit., 1 R.W.K.
6 (TT) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C.S., W.O.S.B., Barton Stacey.
Staff College (student).
(T/Maj.) S.D.5 (War Office).
1 R.W.K.
Mons Offr! Cdt. Sch.
Language Course (Hungarian) U.K.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., 4/5 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3rd Bn. Para. Rent.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.
Gsn. Adjt., Bermuda.
LIEUTENANTS

Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S. ...
Goodwin, P. J. ...
Norton, J. D.
...
Lygo, J. R
Beale, K. S., M.C.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R
Scouller, J. A.
...
Woolstencroft, D. H.
Leigh, P. S
Howlett, G. H. W.. M.
Wood, W. R.
Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F
Durtnell, R. J.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E., M.M.
Stephens, S. V

(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Inf. Boys' Bn., Tuxforcf.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C. to G.O.C., Berlin.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K — U.K.
1 R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Hofdee.
Depot Holdee.
QUARTERMASTERS

.......

(Maj.) 1 R.W.K."
(Capt.) Depot R.W.K.
(Lt.J 4/5 R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Douris, L. A

. ..

Appointments
H.Q., 5 Liaison, B.A.O.R.
10 Cmd. Workshops, R.E.M.E.

CAPTAINS

Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C.M.
Marsh, H. W.
...

P. & E.E. Pendine.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
Adjt., Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
Depot Holdee.
E.R.E., M.E.L.F.
Camb. Mil. Hospital.
D.A.A.G., Northumbrian Dist.
S.P. Establishment.
Inst. A.S. of M.T., Bordon.
S/Capt., A.G. Stats., War Office.
Commonwealth Div., Korea.
Depot Holdee.
2 T.A.F., B.A.O.R., 29.
Trv. Wing, H.Q., Western Comd.
(T/Maj.) A.S.P.T.
5th Nigeria Reg., W.A.

De Havilland, V.
Desmond, M. F.
Duffield, G. W.
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Jones, F. J
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Ellwood, K. S.
..
Beaumont, S. H.
Whitewood, V. F.
Thatcher, F. W.

LIEUTENANTS

Marshall, E. J.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Hatt, P. R.
Halsall, A. C.
Elwell, H. C.
Davey, C. C.
Fuller C. R.
Sounes, R. A.

Att. R.A.S.C., H.Q.,
Northumbrian Dist.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. EAST SURREY REGT.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
17th Gurkha Div.
Depot Holdee (att. R.C.M.P.)
(2/Lt.) Depot Holdee.
(2/Lt.) N. Rhodesian Regt.

..
..
L.
..

QUARTERMASTERS

Cook, E. S.
Hunt, W. G.

1 (NY) Bn. K.A.R., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(Capt. Q.M.), 4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Keenlyside, C. H.,

(T/Lt.Col.) O.C., 4/5 R.W.K.
MAJORS

Waring, A. R. H., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Meyrick, K. C., M.B.E., T.D.
Wood, D. W. J.
Coath, T. C.
Ford, A. H.
Large, J. L.
Cooper, P. T., M.B.E., T.D., R.M.O., R.A.M.C. (attached),
CAPTAINS

Shearburn, S. R. O'R. (Adjt.).
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.
McCormack, J. D.

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
LIEUTENANTS

Duggan, H. R.
Ogilvie, J. B.
Waters, B. C. H.
Clemence, M. J.
George, P. M. J.

Reoch, D. C. D.
Watson, K. E.
Young, R. N.
Innes, C. A.
SECOND

LIEUTENANTS

QUARTERMASTER

Stephens, S. V. (Lt.).

National Service Officers
Robson, T. J. R. (Lt.)
Evans, C. M. (Lt.)
Thwaites, M. G. (A/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (A/Lt.)
White, D. R. (Lt.).
Curry, A. J. (A/Lt.)
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (A/Lt.)
Ferguson, H. A. L. (A/Lt.)

Gladders, P. J. (A/Lt.)
Hicks, M. C. T. (2/Lt.)
Dunlop, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Organ, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Maw, N. N. G. (2/Lt.).
Forster, G. A. (2/Lt.).
Pedgrift, G. E. (2/Lt.).
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Social and Personal

16th Annual Reunion
E hope to publish in our next issue news and pictures
of the Reunion.

W

*

*

*

T

HE Colonel of the Regiment's Visiting Book shows the
following new signatures :—
Maj. E. C. Spurr, on arrival from his appointment in
Malaya. He is now taking over another appoint
ment at the War Office.
Lt. Karl Beale, who has left us to look after the interest
of our boys at the Boys' Infantry Bn., Tuxford, in
relief of Capt. Ambrose, who is now with the 6th
(T.T.) Bn., K.A.R., East Africa.
Maj. D. C. J. Manners, on return from 51st Indep. Inf.
Bde. He is now back with the 1st Bn.
Maj. Upton, now with the 1st Bn.
Capt. I. A. Macmillan, preparatory to sailing for the
Defence Services' Staff College at Wellington,
India.
Mr. E. A. Packman and Mr. P. R. Butlin, both joining
on first appointment.

*

Eaton Hall Officer Cadet School Tie
As a result of many requests from Officer Cadets, both
past and present, the Commandant informs us a school tie
has been produced. The tie has a royal blue background
with small golden portcullis representing the arms of
Westminister, and narrow red diagonal stripes representing
the infantry. The tie is in rayon silk and costs 14/.
Applications should be made direct to the P.R.I., Eaton
HM1 Officer Cadet School, Chester, with a remittance for
14/ enclosed.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Christmas Cards
It is hoped to enclose Order Forms for this year's
Christmas Cards in the July issue of " The Q.O.G."
The subject of the card this year is a reproduction of
a portrait, by Joshua Reynolds, of Captain Dalison, West
Kent Militia, 1776 (Lt.Col. of the Regiment, 17801791).
The portrait is from a miniature on the lid of a snuff
box presented to the 3rd Bn. Officers' Mess by Lt.Col. J. P.
Dalison, and is being reproduced by permission of the Rev.
Edmund Best Dalison, of Boxley.
The card will commemorate the disbandment of the
West Kent Militia which is now in effect.
It is hoped that, on receipt of the order forms, orders
will be forthcoming promptly so that we can gauge our
requirements without the possibility of loss through over
estimating.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Diaries, 1955
The demand for the 1955 Diary has, so far, been dis
appointing. As we have to inform the printers within the
next couple of weeks of our requirements, we implore all
and sundry to let us know as soon as possible, their needs
in this respect. The alternative is disappointment.
*
*
*
*
Regimental History, 19201950
Order forms are still available for the new History and
can be had on application to Regimental Headquarters.

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

*

REGIMENTAL CRICKET, 1954
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.

THE BUFFS—The Depot
BAND OF BROS.—The Depot Cricket
THE MOTE—The Depot
Week
West Kent C.C.—Chislehur?{
OLD SUTTON 1ANS—Sutton Valence.
BA BES—The Depot.

All matches commence at 11.30 a.m., except for Saturday, May
15th, which commences at 2 p.m.
Those desirous of playing in any or all of the above matches are
requested to communicate with O.C., Depot.

*

*

*

General Sir James O'Dowda informs us that he has now
taken up residence at The Old Coach House, Rye.
*

*

*

*

Capt. H. Baseley, who recently visited us whilst on
vacation from his duties at the Prison in Tanga, has now
written to say he has been recalled. He is now at Kilimang
wido in Tangayika.
*

*

*

*

We congratulate three members of the 4th A.C.F. Bn.,
R.W.K., who recently attended an Advanced P.T. Course at
the Army School of P.T. and were awarded " Crossed
Swords " and obtained " Good " reports. They are :—
Cpl. E. Beal, Cpl. H. Davies and L/Cpl. K. A.
Dumbrell.
*

*

*

*

We offer a hearty welcome to Maj and Mrs. O. F.
Baker, from New Zealand. The former is a member of our
Allied N.Z. Regiment. They are now in England and have
accepted an invitation to the 16th Annual Reunion. At
the time of going to press the weather is anything but
promising, but we hope the sun will shine on them—and us
—on Sunday, 13th.
*

*

*

*

We have heard from Ian Roper, who tells us that he
said " au revoir " to the 1st Bn. at Singapore. " Myra and
Blik and Blikkie and I dodging from beneath the doubtful
cover of a dockside crane when the rain permitted. Twink,
Blik, Derek Scull and I are, I think, the Malayan survivors.
Blikkie and I and offspring hope to be on the high seas in
November."

REGIMENTAL

17Hi, 19th and 21st, 22nd July—TENT, MOTE.
17th September—4/5th BN. BALL, Tudor House, Maidstone.

Friday, July 2nd
Saturday, July 3rd
Sunday, July 4th
Saturday, July 10th
Thursiday, August 12th
Saturday, 28th August
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MUSEUM

HIS month we have received a very fine collection of
Volunteer exhibits, including scarlet and silver tunic,
silver sword knot and slings, helmet pieces, etc., also the old
leather sword belt and cross belt as used by the officers of
the 1st Vol. Bn., R.W. Kent Regiment, 18901908.
Our grateful thanks for this gift, to our Regimental
Museum, to Maj. Sir Herbert B. Cohen, O.B.E., who served
for many years in the R.W.K. Volunteers.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Derry Gariff,
Camberley,
Surrey.
Camberley 1221.
18/5/1954.

Dear Sir,
May I have space in " The Q.O.G." to thank the many
friends who wrote letters of sympathy to me on the death
of my dear wife, and sent flowers.
I am proud to think that she was held in such high
esteem by members of the Regiment who knew her.
Yours sincerely,
A. S. Bredon.
Dear Editor,
Having just returned from Malaya with the 1st Bn., I
have been able to meet many old friends, one of whom is
exL/Cpl. Fenwick, who was a renowned Drummer in the
1st Bn. Corps of Drums before the 2nd World War.
He enlightened me and increased my knowledge re the
Ceremony of the Dinner Tattoo, and since he has qualified
his remarks by putting pen to paper, I feel that there are
many who will be interested and many who will comment.
It was quite late in my service that I witnessed and heard
the 44 Dinner Tattoo," to wit, in September, 1939, and it was
not until the 1st Bn. revived it in Malaya that I once more
could enjoy the ceremony.
L/Cpl. Fenwick writes: 44 As you probably know, the
ceremony dates from the days of the Regiment's service as
Marines in the Fleet after 1755. The tune is of 17th century
origin, composer unknown. The wearing of the lanyards
by the officers and the privilege of enacting the ceremony
are Regimental links with its days afloat, however the cere
mony lapsed. It was again revived in Poona during 1926.
Two Boy Drummers were chosen to reinaugurate the
ceremony, J. R. Fenwick and B. Penney, the former as
Drummer, the latter as Flautist. The bugler was from the
H.Q. Chain Guard of the day. The ceremony was carried
out in the presence of Officers, W.O.s, N.C.O.s and men of
the 1st Bn. assembled on the square outside the Bn. Orderly
Room at Ghorpure Barracks. Both boys were sons of the
Regiment, I being the son of 6584 Sgt. James Henry
Fenwick, of the 2nd Bn., who died in the hands of the
Turks after the fall of KutelAmara, 1916, Boy Penney
was the younger son of C.S.M. Penney, ex 1st Bn., who was
killed in action at Neuve Chappelle in the first World War;
two other brothers served with the Regiment, one serving
later with the Indian Army. Also serving with the Regi
ment at that time was Drummer Charles Fenwick, who was
my uncle, being the younger brother of my father.
44 After the 2nd World War, the Dinner Tattoo was
again revived in the following circumstances:—Brigadier
N I. Whitty, prior to going to Africa, contacted me—J. R.
I;enwick—and requested that a copy of the music be made
out for use by the Regiment.
This was done and the
ceremony survives."
Since receiving the above information, Mr. Fenwick
has requested that he and exDrummer Boulton be allowed
to reenact the Dinner Tattoo with the assistance of a
present serving Bugler of the 1st Bn. at the reunion on 13th
June, but this, I understand, has not met with approval. I
believe that the 1st Bn. may carry out this ceremony on that

great day, in view of their presence in Maidstone. However,
I feel sure that all members, both Past and Present, would
be most interested to know that at some future date they
will be able to witness and hear the ceremony performed by
Past Members of the Regiment.
A. E. Sivers, Major.
Maidstone.
15/5/54.

PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
S.S.R.C.—
Corps of Royal Military Police
Maj. K. G. Thrift, O.B.E. (185395), from R.W.K., to be
Maj., 22nd May, 1954, retaining his present
seniority.
Capt. D. H. Mott, M.M. (329068), from R.W.K., to be
Capt. 15th May, 1954, retaining his present
seniority.
National Service List—
R.W.K.—22759722, Cadet Peter Donovan Bowen
(433985), to be 2nd Lt., 13th March, 1954.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt.Col. J. M. Haycraft (17051), having attained the age
limit of liability to recall ceases to belong to the
Res. of Offrs., 17th May, 1954.
MEDALS and DECORATIONS
The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the 1st Clasp to the Army Emergency Reserve
Decoration upon Maj. J. M. S. W. Trumper (65936),
R.W.K. (now S.S.R.C.).
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental and other Journals :—
The Dragon;
The Royal Engineers Journal;
The Tank;
The British Legion Journal;
The Snapper;
Empire ";
The R.A.O.C. Journal; The Wish Stream;
The Waggoner;
The Eagle;
The A.C.C. Journal;
The Sapper.

DENNISS PAINE & CO., LTD.
Contractors To H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY
MAIDSTONE.

Tele:

59
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REGIMENTAL

DINNER

The Regimental Dinner was held at the United Service
Club, on Friday, 14th May. The Colonel of the Regiment
presided. 132 Officers were present.

LIST OF OFFICERS PRESENT
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.,

Colonel of the Regiment

Abplanalp, Capt. V. C.
Archer, Maj. M. G. M„ M.C.
LewisBarned, Maj. De S. H., M.C.
MoultonBarrett, Lt.Col. E. F.,

Knight, Maj. G. B., T.D.
Knox, 2/Lt. R. O.
Lees, Lt.Col. R. M.
Love, Maj. R.

O.B.E., M.C. Lovell, Lt. F. W.
Battyg, Maj. C. F., M.C.
Lygo, Lt. J. R.
Blake, Maj. A. G., M.B.E.

Macmillan, Capt. H. A.
Blum, Maj. D. E.
BonhamCarter, Gen. Sir Charles, Macmillan, Capt. I. A.
G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. Manners, Major D. C. J.
Martyn, Col. A., O.B.E.
Bowen, 2/Lt. P. D.
Braithwaite, Lt.Col. H. P., D.S.O. Maw, 2/Lt. N. N. G.
Monckton, Capt. D., M.C.
Brock, Maj. J. H., M.C.
Brooke, Lt.Col. H. J. S., O.B.E. Moss, Major R. E.
Mott, Capt. D. H., M.M.
Brown, Brig. H. S., M.C., T.D.
Buckle, Lt.Col. P. C. M.
Neve, 2/Lt. R. W.
Newall, 2/Lt. M. R. M.
Chaplin, Lt.Col. H. D.
MerlottChitty, Col. A. A. E., D.S.O. Nicholls, Capt. R. W. G., M.B.E.
Christofas, Lt.Col. K. C., M.B.E. Norton, Lt. J. D.
Nyren, 2/Lt. M. V.
Clay, Col. B. L., O.B.E.
Combe, Maj. H. D., T.D.
O'Donoghue, 2/Lt. P. J.
Coombes, Maj. A. H., T.D.
Osborne, Capt. E. C.
Craven, Lt.Col. C. E. P., O.B.E.
Pardington, Lt.Col. G. E. L.
Craven, Lt. C. E.
M.B.E., T.D.
Crook, Lt.Col. P. E., O.B.E.
Parker, 2/Lt. R. K.
Crumplin, Maj. W. C. D.
Peploe, Col. H., D.S.O.
Dodson, Capt. K.
Pond, Maj. B. A., M.B.E., M.S.M.
Dowse, Maj. R. K.
Pulverman, Col. R. O., O.B.E.
Duffield, Capt. G. W.
Pybus, 2/Lt. I. D.
Duggan, Maj. H. B., T.D.
Read, Maj. M. R., M.C.
Dunlop, 2/Lt. A. B.
Reeves, Major E. G.
Durtnell, Lt.Col. C. S. O.B.E.
Reoch, Lt. D. C. D.
Durtnell, 2/Lt. R. J.
Riddell, Brig. R. A., C.B.E., A.D.C.
Eason, Lt.Col. A. A.
Rietchell, Major J. C., T.D.
Eason, Maj. J. A.; T.D.
Rippon, Capt. F. W. G.
Edwards, Lt.Col. H. N., M.B.E., D.L. Ruffell, Capt. D.
Elgood, Maj. P. N.
Scouller, Lt. J. A.
Elliott, Maj. E. G.
Shearburn, Capt. S. R. O'R.
Elmslie, Maj. N. S. C.
Short, Major J. K.
Ellwood, Capt. K. S.
Sivers, Major A. E., M.M.
Fawcett, Maj. G. P.
Snelgrove, Major J. S. N.
Fitzpatrick, Capt. P. H.
Spurr, Maj. E. C.
Fletcher, Capt. J. S.
Stanyon, Maj. T. T. W.
Flint, Maj. A. J. M., M.B.E.
Stephens, Lt. S.
FollettSmith, 2/Lt. F. A.
Stock, Lt. P. R.
Franklin, Capt. A. W.
Stocker, Maj. J. D., M.C., T.D.
Fraser, 2/Lt. C. G.
Stoneham, Maj. B. J. R.
Fyler, Lt.Col. A. R.
WingfieldStratford, Col. G. E.,
C.B.E., M.C.
George, Lt. P. M. J.
Shaw, Maj. P. E. M.
Glynn, Maj. S. F. H.
Sylvester, 2/Lt. P. H.
Gomes, 2/Lt. A. F.
Goodwin, Lt. P. J.
Tarver, Lt. C. L.
Gregory, 2/Lt. M. K.
Theobald, Lt. Col. F. K., T.D.
Grove, Maj. M. R. L., M.C.
Thomas, Maj. R. C. W., O.B.E.
Thrift, Lt.Col. K. G., O.B.E.
Hatt, Lt. P. R.
Travers, Lt.Col. R. L., O.B.E.
Halsall, 2/Lt. A. C. L.
Turner, Maj. P. R. H.
Haycraft, Lt.Col. J. M.
Upton, Maj. T., M.B.E.
Heatly, 2/Lt. A. F.
Heygate, Maj. E. S., M.C.
Waring, Maj. A. R. H., T.D.
Hibbert, Brig. O. Y., D.S.O., M.C. Warner, Lt.Col. J. A., M.C., T.D.
Hinton, Lt.Col. H. O., O.B.E., T.D. Weymouth, Maj. G. U., M.B.E.
Hitchins, Col. C. F., D.S.O.
Williams, Lt.Col. L. M. C., T.D.
Howlett, Capt. G. H. W. M.C.
Wilson, Capt. J. B.
Hancock, Col. F. H., T.D.
Winstanley, Capt. R. G.
Wood, Major D. W. J.
MorleyJacobs, 2/Lt. P. J.
Woolstencroft, Lt. D. H.
James, Capt. R. A., M.C.
Willis, Maj. C. F., T.D.
Keenlyside, Lt.Col. C. H.
Young, 2/Lt. R.
Kenyon, Maj. T., T.D.

AT

HOME'

The " At Home " was held at the Savoy Hotel, on
Friday, 14th May.
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent, C.I.,
G.C.V.O., G.B.E., was present, attended by the Lady
Rachel Davidson.
Those who attended were :—
Macmillan, Capt. and Mrs. I. A.
Abplanalp, Capt.
Martyn, Mrs. Arundel
LewisBarned, Major and Mrs.
and Miss. Martyn, Col. and Mrs. A.
Lt.Col., Mrs. and Miss
MoultonBarrett, Lt.Col. and Mrs. Mines,
Moss, Major and Mrs.
Blake, Major, and Mrs.
Brock, Major and Mrs.
Osborne, Capt. and Mrs.
Brooke, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Palmer, Flying Officer and Miss
Buckle, Major and Mrs.
Susan
Clay, Col. and Mrs.
Pulverman, Col. and Mrs.
Coldstream, Mr. and Mrs.
Crumplin, Major and Mrs.
Read, Major and Mrs.
PelhamReid, Major and Mrs.
Daniell, Mrs.
Riddell, Brigadier, Mrs. and Miss
Duffield, Capt. and Mrs.
Rowe, Mrs. W.
Durtnell, Lt.Col.
Scouller, Lt. and Miss Ambrose.
Eason, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
KnoxShaw, Mr. and Mrs.
Edwards, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Shearburn, Capt. and Mrs.
Elgood, Major and Mrs.
Sivers, Major, Mrs. and Miss
Fawcett, Major and Mrs.
Stephens, Lt. and Mrs.
Flint, Major and Mrs.
Stoneham, Major and Mrs.
Fyler, Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Tinsley, Mrs. and Guest.
Grove, Major and Mrs.
Travers, Lt.Col.
Hibbert, Brigadier and Mrs.
Hodgson, Capt. Sir Gerald, Lady Waring, Major and Mrs. (senior).
and Miss. Willis, Major and Mrs.
Howlett, Capt.
Wilson, Capt. and Mrs.
Wood, Major and Mrs.
Latham, Mrs. and Lovell, Mrs.
Woolstencroft, Lt. and Mrs.
Leigh, Mrs. and Miss.

OBITUARY
MR. F. STANDEN

It is with deep regret that we report the passing of
Mr. F. Standen, who died at his home, 9, Scott Road, Ton
bridge, after an illness of just on twelve month. Death
took glace at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, the 8th June.
Mr. Standen joined the Kent Cyclist Bn. in November,
1914, and proceeded to India in February, 1916, where he
was transferred to No. 2 M.T. and returned to this country
on the 11th November, 1919.
At the time of his illness, Mr. Standen was employed
as an Inspector with British Railways, where he was held
in high esteem by all with whom he made contact. The
same may be said of him in the Regiment, where he had a
great number of friends.
The funeral will take place at Tonbridge Cemetery on
Saturday, the 12th June.

REUNION SUNDAY, 13th JUNE, 1954
FOUND:
1 Gents check cap.
1 Cap (Boy) "(Richard J. Clark)".
I Leather MotorCycle Hat.
LOST:
1 Camera—(Brownie Box). Lost by Mrs. A. J. Hayley.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
CLARKE.—On May 18th, 1954, at the Louise Margaret
Hospital, Aldershot, to Rosamonde (nee Savill), wife of
Maj. C. S. Clarke, R.W.K., a daughter.
DUGGAN.—On May 26th, 1954, at Farnborough Hospital,
Kent, to Angela (nee Mann), wife of Henry Richard
Duggan, R.W.K., a daughter—Judith Helen.
SMITH.—On 6th February, 1954, at Brighton General
Hospital, to A/C/Sgt. and Mrs. G. Smith a daughter—
Kathleen Ann.

Hiorns & Miller
Renowned throughout the world

for QUALITY
REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS
INVITATION
CRESTED

RAPER.—On 8th May, 1954, at Folkestone, Pte. S. Raper,
R.W.K., to Miss Joan Gausby.
TODD.—On 17th April, 1954, at Bromley, Pte. R. Todd,
R.W.K., to Miss Winifred Bell.
BRENT.—On 24th April, 1954, at Canterbury, Pte. S. Brent,
R.W.K., vto Miss Joan Frances Hazelden.
CREAMER.—On 22nd May, 1954, at Lewisham, L/Cpl. T.
Creamer, R.W.K., to Miss Joan Marina Bulford.
EKE.—On 24th April, 1954, at Sandwich, Drnr. R. Eke,
R.W.K., to Miss Mildred Lilian Ellen Ledner.
LOCKWOOD.—On 24th May, 1954, at Ashford Kent, Cpl.
R. Lockwood, R.W.K., to Miss Zena Mary Reeves.
CLARKE.—On 27th March, 1954, at Maidstone, Pte. N.
Clarke, JLW.K., to Miss Margaret Dorothy Hoare.
GRIFFITHS.—On 12th May, 1954, at Spilbys, Lines., Pte.
L. Griffiths, R.W.K., to Miss Margaret Wood.
HURLEY.—On 17th April, 1954, at Wandsworth, Pte. J.
Hurley, R.W.K., to Miss Mary Anne Furey.
VALE.—On 8th May, 1954, at St. Albans, L/Cpl. R. Vale,
R.W.K., to Miss Frances Dorothy Seibert Parsons.

DEATHS
WAINSCOTT.—On May 20th, 1954, William Albert, in
his 82nd year, at 221, Boxley Road, Maidstone.
Deceased was a member of the Maidstone Branch of
" The Queen's Own " Past and Present Association.
STANDEN.—On Tuesday, 8th June, 1954, at 9, Scott Road,
Tonbridge, Mr. Fred. Standen. Deceased was a
member of the Tonbridge Branch of the Regimental
Association.
We extend our sincere sympathy to the relatives of the
above deceased exmembers of the Regiment.

STATIONERY

ACCOUNT BOOKS
PRINTING

MARRIAGES
WOOLSTENCROFT.—On 10th April, 1954, at Cramond
Kirk, Edinburgh, Lt. D. H. Woolstencroft, R.W.K., to
Miss Elizabeth Christine Trail.
SCOULLER.—On 29th May, 1954, at Folkestone, Lt. J. A.
Scouller, R.W.K., to Miss Angela Geneste Ambrose.
AKEHURST.—On 17th April, 1954, at Rusthall, Pte. A.
Akehurst, R.W.K., to Miss Joyce Delves.
LAMING.—On 21st May, 1954, at Sittingbourne, A/Sgt.
T. Laming, R.W.K., to Miss Diane Noreen Jennifer
Charetris.
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REGIMENTAL CRICKET

T

HE Regiment's first match of the season, against the
Mote, resulted in a most exciting game which we
regrettably lost by two runs.
After Rex Shearburn had dismissed John Larking at
15, a good stand between Barton and Osborn took the
Mote's score to 84 for one. Then Paul Crook, putting him
self on as seventh change, succeeded in dismissing them
both. After this, Gordon Defrates took charge and, bowling
most skilfully into the wind, succeeded in taking six Mote
wickets, including a hat trick, for no runs. A fine lefthand
catch by Brian Phillips gave Gordon one wicket, but the
rest were all his own, and a very good effort it was.
Thomas and Heatly gave the Regiment a fair start, and
then Heatly and Manners both batted soundly, taking the
score to 70 for one before Manners was out for a useful 27.
With a wealth of talent to come and Heatly batting very
well the situation seemed safe enough, but wickets started
to fall too quickly. At 116 for five came a disastrous over
by Capon, who has played for Kent. With his second ball
he had Heatly l.b.w. for an excellent 67; Sutton was l.b.w.
to the fourth, and the sixth bowled Turner. When Goodwin
joined Howlett, five runs were still needed for victory, but
after Goodwin had survived two balls, Howlett, unfortu
nately, playedon off his foot. A valiant attempt was made
in the pavilion after the match to overtake our oponents'
score and we succeeded in reducing the deficit to two.
Congratulations to the Mote on their win and also to
Defrates and Heatly for their excellent performances with
ball and bat. For the rest, no excuses, unless the bitter wind
chilling the tropical types or the Regimental Dinner the
previous evening can be offered in exoneration.
Scores:—

THE MOTE CRICKET CLUB
Barton, c. Defrates, b. Crook
J. Larking, l.b.w., b. Shearburn
Osborn, b. Crook
Reader, c. Phillips, b. Defrates
Cornwallis, b. Defrates
P. Larking, st. Howlett, b. Defrates
Milsted, c. Turner, b. Defrates
Cobb, c. and b. Defrates
Kitchin, l.b.w., b. Defrates
Goodwin, c. Crook, b. Shearburn
Capon, not out
Extras

Total

47
6
32
13
   17
0
3
1
0
0
0
5
124

BOWLING : Shearburn, 2 for 15; Manners, 0 for 26;

Sutton, 0 for 12; Turner, 0 for 7; Goodwin, 0 for
10; Defrates, 6 for 24; Crook, 2 for 25.
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Thomas, b. Goodwin
Heatly, l.b.w., b. Capon
Manners, c. Capon, b. Cornwallis
Phillips, c. Reader, b. Kitchin
Defrates, b. Capon
Shearburn, b. Capon
Turner, b. Capon
Sutton, l.b.w., b. Capon
Howlett, b. Goodwin
Goodwin, not out
Extras
Total

4
67
27
1
5
7
0
1
1
0
9
122

BOWLING : Goodwin, 2 for 45; Capon, 6 for 22; Kitchin,

1 for 30; Cornwallis, 0 for 16.

Kent Messenger Photograph

Left to right (front row): Maj. D. C. J. Manners, Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, Lt.Col. P. E.
Crook, Maj. P. R. H. Turner, Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn. Back row : Lt. K. Dodson
(umpire), Lt. P. J. Goodwin, Capt. G. H. W. Howlett, Pte. D. Loewe, 2/Lt. J. D. Sutton and
2/Lt. A. F. Heatly. (Also played, Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates, Mr. B. C. Phillips.)
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" QUEEN'S OWN" GOLF SOCIETY

fell to the Depot to organize the Home Counties
Brigade Golf Meeting this year. Wrotham Heath Golf
Club was chosen for this competition and the course was in
excellent Condition, and very good lunches and tea were
laid on by the management. Singles were played on the
morning of Thursday, 6th May, and foursomes in the
afternoon.
At lunchtime, " The Queen's Own " were leading by a
small margin from the Royal Sussex (the holders). Tom

Brig. G. R. P. Roupell, V.C.,
East Surrey Regt., and Col.
MerlottChitty—Bde. Meeting.

Lt.Col. Fyler and Maj. Grove
on 2nd fairway during the Regtl.
Day.

Page, this year's Kent County Captain, returned a score of
74, his handicap is one, and so tied with 2/Lt. C. M. Wilmot,
of the Royal Sussex, who also returned a score of 74. Maj.
Hulme, of " The Queen's Own," was third with a good
round of 75. In the afternoon, Col. WingfieldStratford
and Lt.Col. H. E. Scott finished five down on bogey, equal
with Lt.Col. Hall and Capt. Price, of the Buffs. Tom
Page and Maj. Archer finished third, the latter having played
very well throughout the afternoon.

Col. WingfieldStratford putting
during game versus Buffs.

Tom Page, winner of the Bonham
Carter Cup, putting on the 7th
green.

Col. Hancock sinks a good putt.

Lt.Col. Scott " fluffs " at the 17th.
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FOURSOMES (AGAINST BOGEY)—

Full results are as follows :—
MEDAL HANDICAP—

Buffs
Surreys
R. Sussex
"Queen's Own"

7, 9,11
4,10,11
11, 4, 1
1, 3, 6

27
25
16
10

1,4
6,9
6,4
1,3

5
15
10
4

FOURSOMES—

Buffs
Surreys
R. Sussex
"Queen's Own"

TOTAL POINTS—

" Queen's Own "
R. Sussex
Buffs
Surreys

Winners : Col. G. E. WingfieldStratford and Col.
B. L. Clay.
Runnersup: Lt.Cols. O. Knox and R. M. Lees
tied with Col. A. A. MerlottChitty and
Lt.Col. ,K. G. Thrift.
BOGEY PRIZE—

(Winners) 14
26
32
40

WINNERS OF CHALLENGE CUPS—
SINGLES CHALLENGE CUP :
SCORE.
Winner, 2/Lt. C. L. Wilmot (R. Sx.) tied with

T. Page, Esq. (R.W.K.), but won on last
nine holes
74
3rd, Maj. H. Hulme (R.W.K
75
4th, 2/Lt. P. Beck tied with Capt. Mason
(E. Surrey)
78
FOURSOMES CHALLENGE CUP :

Winners, Col. G. E. WingfieldStratford and Lt.
Col. H. E. Scott (R.W.K.) tied with Lt.Col.
N. Hoare and Capt. J. Price (Buffs). Score :
5 down on bogey but won on last nine holes.
3rd, T. Page, Esq., and Maj. M. Archer (R.W.K.).
The team that represented the Regiment this year was
as follows :—
Col. G. E. WingfieldStratford
Col. A. A. MerlottChitty
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott
Maj. H. R. Hulme
Maj. M. Archer
Mr. T. Page
We offer them our heartiest congratulations.

Mr. A. Jenkins (Score can be had on application
to Secretary at the Depot.)
To end off a thoroughly enjoyable day, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Miskin very kindly entertained the whole meeting at a
Cocktail Party at Mereworth Lawn, nearby; this party went
with a real swing and we are extremely grateful to them.
Members of the Regiment who were present at the
meeting were as follows :—
Colonels WingfieldStratford, MerlottChitty, Clay,
Hancock.
Lt.Cols. Fyler, Scott, Jackson, Keenlyside, Hicks,
Thrift, Lees, Eason, Hull, Buckle, and Knox ;
Majors Hulme, Miskin, Turner, Reeves, Grove, Moss,
Archer, Elmslie and Llewellyn;
Captains Shearburn and Franklin.
Messrs. Jenkins, Maw, Page, Fraser (C. G.), Fraser (H.).
We were also very glad to see the following wives :—
Mrs. Jackson, who kindly consented to present the
prizes, Mrs. Eason, Mrs. Keenlyside and Mrs.
Moss.
It is hoped that members of the Society who played
this year will try and bring into the competition new players
for next year.

" THE QUEEN'S OWN " versus " THE BUFFS "
Saturday, 8th May, 1954
This match was played on Saturday with ideal con
ditions. Results were :—

REGIMENTAL MEETING, 1954

SINGLES

Unlike last year, when the weather was appalling, we
were favoured at this meeting with a fine spring day. By
far the most satisfactory thing about the meeting was the
excellent attendance, including 28 actual starters. Wrotham
Country Club, whose President is Col. WingfieldStratford,
again did us extremely well and our thanks are due to the
Committee of the Club and to the professional, Mr. Job and
his wife. We managed to sell 15 Golfing Society ties during
the meeting.
Singles were played in the morning and foursomes in
the afternoon, the full results are as follows :—
THE BONHAMCARTER CHALLENGE CUP
(SCRATCH SCORE)—

Winner : T. Page, Esq
Runnerup : Col. H. E. Scott

BOGEY SCORE—

Winner : Maj. H. R. Hulme
Runnerup : N. Maw, Esq

Maj. Browne
Lt.Col. Crookenden
Maj. Dendy
Maj. Haselden
Mr. Maw
Capt. Lancaster
Mr. Fraser

0
0
0
\
A
0
0

v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.

QUEEN'S OWN "

Col. WingfieldStratford
Col. MerlottChitty ..
Maj. Archer
Col. Hancock
Col. Clay
Lt.Col. Thrift
Maj. Turner

1

1
1
1
i
i
1
1
6

FOURSOMES
SCORE.

76
84

THE PAYING FIELDS CUP (HANDICAP SCORE)—

Winner : N. Maw, Esq
Runnerup : Maj. H. R. Hulme

" BUFFS "

70
74
1 down
3 down

Majs. Haselden

v. Cols. Wingfield
and Bollen 0
Stratford and Clay 1
Maj. Browne and
v. Col. MerlottChitty
Capt. Lancaster 0
and Lt.Col. Thrift 1
Majs. Dendy and Pearson 0 v. Col. Hancock and
Maj. Archer 1
0
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: News from
I St

BATTALION

T

HERE is not a great deal
of news this month.
Most of the Bn. reassembled
from leave on 6th May and
started training for European
Warfare. Specialist cadres
started in a big way. Never
theless there are quite a num
ber still on leave and also a
number back with the Bn.
who will be going on leave
again before the unit leaves
for B.A.O.R. on 27th June.
The Advance Party,
travelling in three separate
sections, has reached Ger
many. Between now and
27th June about another 100
more of all ranks of the Bn.
will filter on various dates
over to Luneburg.
Major Bob Sivers has
unfortunately left us on
crossposting to the Depot. We congratulate him on his
welldeserved promotion and are sorry indeed to see him
go The Bn. owes him a big debt of gratitude for the very
hard and efficient work he has put in as Q.M. from the
time we sailed in 1951 until arriving back in England this
year. Few Quartermasters of British battalions in Malaya
have had a " no deficiency " report on leaving the country.
In his place we welcome Major Bert Blake from the 4/5
Bn.
We have also lost to the Depot Lt. Richard Neve,
whose endurance, skill and courage as a PI. Cmdr. in
Malaya was such an inspiration to " C " Coy. and the whole
Bn. And we have also lost C.S.M. Seabrook, whom we
wish well in his new job as C.S.M. to the Depot R.A.E.C.
Another one to leave is that stouthearted Malayan
expert, Lt. Karl Beale, who has been specially selected by
name by the War Office as an instructor at the Boys' Bn.,
Tuxford Camp. He will be greatly missed.
Many others have left and many have joined us. We
regret we have not enough space to give all their names,
but take this opportunity of collectively wishing them well
in their new jobs.
We congratulate Sgt. Vine and Pte. Smith on being
awarded CommanderinChief's certificates for gallant
service and devotion to duty in Malaya.
The Colonel of the Regiment paid us a fleeting visit
on 17th May, after the Regimental Dinner before returning
to Berlin.
It is understood he will visit us again in
Luneburg sometime in July. He was in very good form

Battalions :
and full of amusing anecdotes concerned with his new
appointment.
It is difficult to get truly representative sport going
in these days, but the cricket team has organised itself well
and is away to a good start. It looks very much as though,
later in the year, the Bn. hockey team will be the strongest
we have ever managed to produce since India days, and it
is hoped that they will achieve big things in the B.A.O.R.
and Army championships.

"A" COMPANY
Since our return to the land of fog, football and icy
winds, many changes have taken place. Firstly, we are
sorry to say farewell to Captain Franklin, who leaves to
take up another role within the Bn., 2/Lt. FollettSmith,
Sgts. Lovell, Williams and L/Cpl. Pennels, who have all
joined the Depot training staff. W.O.II Leach has also left
us to take up the duties of the Bn. W.T./W.O.
L/Cpl.
Page, Ptes. Austin, Alchorn, Jukes, Swaysi and and Harris
have all left for " civvy street " and now have to work for a
living. We wish them all success in their new ventures.
On the asset side, we welcome to' the fold Capt.
Monckton, 2/Lt. Gomes, C.S.M. Baker, Sgts. Cowlard
and Hodges, Cpls. Baker, Walter and L/Cpl. Hodges, and
many more, including the new draft and exmembers of
B Coy.
Congratulation to Pte. Akehurst in his recent marriage
(who would have thought it). Another recently returned
warrior is L/Cpl. Carr, who we are glad to see quite fit
again after his long illness and adventurous flight home.
Much hustle and bustle has been going on around the
Coy. stores, where the C.Q.M.S. and his staff are busy
issuing and withdrawing kit, counting and recounting stock,
and all the other odd jobs of peacetime accounting. The
C.Q.M.S. is often heard to mutter,. " Oh for operational
accounting "!
Major Dowse is now back in the chair with, as usual,
a large dog under it. The story is being told around the
Coy. that the dog is trained to deal with all who do not
march in and halt in the approved manner.
The Coy. is now busy on Section and Platoon training,
trying to forget Malaya and to learn European methods.

" C " COMPANY
What we have long awaited—our leave—is now over,
and the majority of the Coy., excluding, of course, the
veterans, have reassembled to learn the difficulties of peace
time soldiering. Invicta Lines is for this short period our
home, and here the Coy. is reforming itself for Rhine Army.
There have been many changes. First, on our return,
Lt. R. W. Neve left us for the quieter and more social graces
of the Depot. He rejoined us, however, for the parades.
The Coy., especially 8 PL, wish you the very best of luck <n
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your new surroundings, Richard! C.S.M. Seabrook has
also left. He came to the Bn. from the Middlesex Regt. in
Korea on the 14th September, 1952, and was posted to A
Coy., where he served till October, 1953, except for a trip
heme for the Coronation. He joined C Coy. on the 4th
October, just before the move to Bentong. We wish him
all the best in the future.
Finally, we say farewell to Major W. C. D. Crumplin,
our Coy. Commander, who leaves us to take up the duties
of Bn. Adm. Officer. Perhaps the most outstanding
memory in our minds (and probably in his also!) was the
first introduction to Ulu bashing in December last year,
when he commanded the combined force over the long
Christmas operation. His individual word for each and
everyone—" Well, how are you
"—made many a heavy
heart lighten at the end of a long day. If he adapts this
approach to his pigs, we should not lack pork in future!
In recompense, we extend a warm welcome to Major
M. G. M. Archer M.C., who takes over command, to Major
J. A. Eason, who is to join us as 2 i/c, and to 2/Lt. J. D.
Sutton, who has taken over 8 PL, where we hope he will
enjoy himself. Here our pen must pause as if in mourning
to ask the future of Capt. Campbell—it is as yet unknown,
but his masterly skill at the Coy. account is still in evidence.
Congratulations go ta C.S.M. Parker on his well
merited promotion, and in the meantime we wait the arrival
of C/Sgt. Baxter. It is nice to have Pte. Drew back again
with us after his experiences on the Empire Windrush.
That is one way of getting a new issue of kit, but it would
not appeal to most of us.
The 5213—16s have left us and are awaiting demob.,
but Ptes. Anderson and Reynolds have stayed behind to be
at the disposal of the C.S.M.
Finally, the Adv. Parties are on their way to Germany,
and it looks as if our next contribution will be written sitting
at the bottom of a slit trench.

" D " COMPANY
10 Platoon
After 32 days' wellenjoyed leave, we returned to work
once again. On reforming we found several new members
in the platoon plus a new platoon commander in 2/Lt.
P. J. O'Donoghue. Ptes. Heard, Lawson and Buckingham
have joined us from " B " Coy. and Ptes. Baker, Leech,
Jarvis, Hatcher and Wood joined us from the Depot.
Welcome all.
We offer our congratulations to Cpl. Ryan on obtain
ing his second " tape ". Well done.
We said goodbye to Sgt. Vale on May 19th. He has
gone to Germany on the Advance Party. We will look
forward to the time when he will rejoin the Platoon in June.
With our minds full of Energa Grenades and Section
Formations we bid farewell for this month.
The Hillibillies.
11 Platoon
Those of us who returned with the Platoon from
FAR.E.L.F. have all enjoyed our disembarkation leave,
and are now back in Invicta Lines working hard at our
various occupations.
We are very sorry to say goodbye to almost half the
number of men who were in the Platoon on the boat. These
are L/Cpl. Holland, L/Cpl. Davies, Ptes. Baker, Davies 97,
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Fleming, Furnell, Larking, Mercer, Medhurst, all of whom
left us to help administer the camp until they are
demobilised.
At the same time we welcome to the Platoon Sgt.
Garraty, L/Cpl. Wood, Ptes. Clark, Chaplin, Withall,
Woolard, Humphreys, Hutchinson and Janes. They have
come to join a Platoon of stalwart men, and we hope they
wili setttle in and enjoy Platoon life both in training and
sport.
The Platoon shooting has been of a good standard
and we are looking forward to firing new weapons, and
getting into trim for our stay in Germany. We are but
a section of men at the moment but we hope our ranks
will increase in due course.

(have

12 Platoon
This month we are recovering from our leave and
training hard at Invicta Lines. Cpl. Chapman we only
saw for two days before he caught bronchitis but we hope
to see him back soon.
On our return to Maidstone we welcomed several new
additions to the Platoon; they were Ptes. Hand, Inkpen,
Leaver and Wickenden.
We would like to take this opportunity of congratu
lating Sgt. Vine on being awarded the C.inC.'s Certificate
of Merit, and also L/Cpl. Ryan on gaining his second
tape. We would also like to congratulate Pte. Todd who
" took the plunge " and got married on his leave; now
we seem to have more married men than bachelors in the
Platoon.
To finish off we thank the people of Maidstone and
Tonbridge for the reception they gave us on our return.
The Butterflies.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Since writing the last notes the Coy. has been
strengthened by 30 new members, who have been distribu
ted out amongst the platoons. Although there are too
many to mention them all individually we welcome them
all into the Coy., and hope they will enjoy their stay. They
are now hard at it, being trained up to a high standard,
as is usual in S.P. Coy.
On returning from leave one of the first things that
everybody noticed was the Coy. flag fluttering gaily at the
head of the " lines " in a brisk northeasterly wind. This
caused several comments about the English climate as
compared with the Malayan warmth.
By now the first advance party has left for B.A.O.R.,
and our representatives, consisting of Sgt. Small, well sup
ported by Cpl. Kelly and Ptes. Day and Webb, will no
doubt soon have our barrack rooms ready over there. They
will be joined by the M.G. Platoon in midJune.
We regret that the notes are so short this month, but
the whole Coy. has been on leave and there is really not
much to report. However, we hope to tell you more next
month.
Assault/Pioneer Platoon
On our first morning back in " Blighty " there were
loud moans from the Platoon as they got out of bed into
a cold English morning, but we were soon all smiles when
it was known that we were to spend the weekend at home.

1st Bn. marching through Maidstone during civic reception.

By courtesy of "Soldier" Magazine„
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On return from the weekend leave everybody could
be heard giving his own version of his welcome home,
especially the old hands who had been away for some time.
Parades over, everybody soon set about packing their
kit and were soon away on a whole month's leave.
When everybody had returned it was obvious that all
had had a good time and were very reluctant to come
back. Soon after the return we welcomed 10 new chaps
into the Platoon, and we hope that they will enjoy their
stay with us and remember to duck at the right time. We
were sorry to say goodbye to Les. Ingram who left us
to go to 44 A " Coy. and await demob.
We are keeping fit with a spot of P.T. which L/Cpl.
Hay ward " laps up
we feel sorry for him.
Well, we sign off with mixed feelings about Germany
which we will soon know more about.
44 Lion Hearts."
Mortar Platoon
This month sees us back from leave all with happy
smiling faces (as usual). Amongst these were some new
ones and so we welcome to the Platoon Ptes. Weekes,
Cooper, Batham, Keating, Ramskill and Fairless.
The new cadre can now be seen on the training area
flying to and fro at about 1,000 feet above sea level.
As this is being written one of our number, i.e. Pte.
Day, is off on his way to B.A.O.R. to sweep out our barrack
rooms for us.
This is a very sad month for us as we have lost L/Cpls.
Tostevin and " Ginger" Haynes, and Ptes. Tostevin and
Delaney who have left us for a brief stay in Maidstone
before they enter Civvy Street once again. We wish them
aff the best of luck.
We sign off now hoping that we do not have to write
the next issue in German.
44 Bipod."
Attack Platoon
First we must welcome into the Platoon Cpl. Aylmore
who arrived from the M.T. Section at Netheravon and is
now busily engaged teaching Ptes. Cohen and Pook to drive
carriers. Also we welcome L/Cpl. Bryan from the Depot,
and Ptes. Grist and Streeter.
The Platoon has had 10 days' training on the B.A.T.
and a month on the 17 Pr. Confused expressions can be
seen on their faces as they try to sort out the differences
between the 17 Pr. and the B.A.T. Lt. Craven and Sgt.
Fisher have returned from their course at Netheravon and
are now busy continuing the training with Lt. Goodwin.
The Q.M. and the Garrison Engineer have been seen
wearing very worried frowns every time our Stuart towers
appear to plough up the Drill Square. No doubt the R.S.M.
will soon join in and voice loud disapproval, but I'm sure
the rest of the Bn. is on our side!
It has come to our notice that Sgt. Fisher became
.engaged whilst on leave and will be taking the plunge
around November. We all wish him luck and some of
the old hands say he is going to need it.
That's all from the Attacks until next month.
44 Muchy."
M.G. Platoon
The Platoon is now once again beginning to take
shape. We have just had eleven new men from the Regi
mental Depot, who are now training hard.
Lt. Beale was sent to Germany early in May, and is,
we hope, paving the way for the remainder of the Platoon.

We are due to leave the Lines in midJune. Cpl. E. Kelly
will also be waiting there, as he is leaving with one of the
advance parties.
Both our sergeants seem to be right in the headline
news this month. Sgt. Laming is at present on leave and
is getting married. Congratulations Tom, and the best of
luck! Reports from the School of Infantry, Netheravon
state that Sgt. Kelly is progressing well and we wish him
every success.
There was a time when the two 44 Nobbies," Pte.
Missel brook and Pte. Cox thought they had finished their
training. How wrong they were, as now they are all on
a Regimental Signals Course. On them hang our com
munications, so help us! !
The first thing we are going to purchase in the B.A.O.R.
is a football. The 44 Gunners " will again have the best
platoon soccer team in the Battalion. Remember Rawang?
Finally Cpl. (Q.M.) Dix is on a Carrier Course at Bor
den, Hampshire. No doubt he is in his element being
covered from head to foot in engine grease.
Be seeing you all in Luneburg.

"H.O."

COMPANY

For the last few weeks, and indeed even now, few of
us have really known whether we were on our heads or
our heels; so that our readers will, we hope, excuse a
rather briefer notice than usual. The Signal PL, in spite of
Mr. Scouller's preoccupations—his forthcoming marriage,
we mean, not the effort of brushing up Officers' Voice
Procedure — has produced its usual contribution.
The
M.T. Section, at present under the direction of Capt.
Osborne, who has rejoined us after serving with The
Queen's, has so far not been heard from. Perhaps Mr.
Woolstencroft's preoccupations have something to do with
that, for he too has deserted the dwindling ranks of
bachelors in the Officers' Mess. No fooling, we do really
congratulate them and wish them every happiness in the
future.
Our return home has meant many partings. We have
lost Maj. Sivers to the Depot. Many others have gone
back to the harsh realities of civil life, notably Cpl. King
from the Coy. Office, and Cpl. Milne, with a bland blind
eye to recruiting propaganda, from the job of Post Cpl.
(and any other job needing a willing hand).
C/Sgt.
Simpson has left us on his promotion to C.S.M. of Support
Coy. Many others, too: we wish them all the best of luck
in their new jobs.
On the other hand, there are corresponding welcomes
to newcomers, some of them beginning to learn their trade
with the M.T. and Sigs.; others old hands, though in some
cases turning their talents to new jobs. Maj. Blake has
taken over Quartermaster; it is perhaps too early to say
whether his tour of duty with the T.A. has toughened his
fibres beyond redemption, or whether we can still find a
line to get past him. Maj. Crumplin and Mr. Bowen are
to join us in Germany as leaders of a new Bn. Adm. team.
Watch for their first treatise on pigkeeping. We con
gratulate L/Cpl. Hills on his stripe; we suppose that he
probably knows the feel of Cpl. King's shoes by now.
He keeps cheerful anyway. C/Sgt. Thornton, who should
have received our congratulations some time ago, is battling
valiantly with the present complexities of our 44 Q"
problems.
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We could go on like this for a long time, but, short of
producing a suitably annotated nominal roll of the entire
Coy., can scarcely hope to do justice to everyone. Perhaps
by next month, in the calm before the storm of our actual
move, we shall be able to give a better account of the
Coy.'s activities.
Signal Platoon
After a long and restful leave, your correspondent
finds that once again the doings of the Sig. PL must be
committed to paper. The arrival of the PL in England
was duly noted by the gentry of Fleet Street, who took
advantage of Pte. Ainsworth's kindly offer to grant a Press
interview. Subsequently the British public were treated
to an excellent likeness, much to Ainsworth's apparent
disgust, but secret delight. This delight was manifested
when he found that one enlightened editor had published
his picture on the same page as that of Ava Gardner.
We can only hope Miss Gardner shared his enthusiasm.
The reassembly of the Pl. after leave produced a
collection of fat and smiling signallers clothed in anything
from Edwardian drapes to the red and grey check jacket
which adorned L/Cpl. Dyer. However, his appointment
to the post of Orderly Cpl. for a week performed a speedy
and thorough transformation into a more sober attire.
The PL's transport strength has risen from nil to two
cars. One of these, owned by Cpl. Lockwood, is a highly
regtl. affair, being dark blue with light grey facings. Specu
lations are now proceeding as to whether it will be avail
able for mounted line parties in Germany. The other,
belonging to Pte. Page, is about to qualify as a veteran.
A green fourseater, it has already caused the local con
stabulary some annoyance by backing up a oneway street
in Maidstone, with a load of seven or eight signallers,
whose heads and limbs projected at every possible opening.
Six of our number have, at last, got a grip of the
exchange. It has a frightening air about it, and looks
decidedly professional as opposed to the somewhat make
shift appearance of our Bentong friend. Sgt. Stephenson
finally found a suitable place of work where he could con
duct his whirlwind tidiness checks, and woe betide any
operator who had left the floor unswept! Despite some
preliminary trouble when the Adjutant found occasion to
express disapproval in his usual disarming manner, the
exchange has been mastered. Indeed, " Jungle" Green
has assumed an almost possessive air, and Tony Davis will
have to look to his laurels when he returns.
Here we should like to congratulate Mr. Scouller and
Cpl. Lockwood on their approaching marriages.
Several members of the Pl. have shown a surprising
bent towards sport. L/Cpl. Dyer, Ptes. Loewe, Ainsworth,
Page and Amos have been observed directing their athletic
tread toward the local tennis courts, the latter sporting a
very smart blazer and a badge that even Sedgeman might
be proud to wear. We hope that their play lives up to
their appearance, as the PL has a high reputation to up
hold, particularly in public. L/Cpl. Dyer, Ptes. Loewe,
Amos and Bruggeymeyer have also disported themselves
in the cricket field, and we hold high hopes that the Bn.
will be well represented by the Sig. PL in future matches.
The PL, as always, is gradually changing. Cpl. Smith,
who spent a long period in Malaya at F.T.C., has now
returned to the PL, and we hope that he is as glad to be

back as we are to see him. Pte. Bruggeymeyer is cosily
installed behind the office as storeman. At first his stores
merely consisted of a few odd bits of wire, but by dint
of a few visits to Ashford, we are assembling some other
oddments. Mr. Scouller is acting as midwife at the birth
of a new cadre. There are fifteen new boys here, ample
material for our store of jungle tales. In addition to this,
we have a course for coy. signallers going on. This is
being dealt with by Cpl. Towne, who is having his work
cut out to acquaint them with the elements of voice pro
cedure.
We have already lost 10 signallers and Sgt Stephenson,
who have gone to Germany in advance to learn about the
52 set. Much as we love and revere our sgt., there is no
doubt that with his departure, after a hectic week of drill
parades and route marches, peace has again descended on
the PL But we fear that we are due for some shocks
when we arrive in Germany. However, sufficient unto
that day shall be the evil thereof.

SERGEANTS'

MESS

Well, here we are again, after a wellearned leave, and
the main thought now is how to get some more of that
accumulated leave.
We welcome to our fold Sgts. " Pop " Cowlard and
" Rags " Hedges, the first from a fair scrounge in Kenya
and the second from living on the fat of the land in
B.A.O.R., but nevertheless we wish you both a happy stay,
and all the luck in your new appointments, whatever
they be.
Many of our members just couldn't wait, and had to
take the plunge by getting themselves engaged, or was it
that the blossom was falling? Well done, " Muchy " Fisher
and " Iban " Henden.
C.S.M. " Bandboy" Simpson is still digging up his
accumulated leave, or is it young soldier's reengagement?
Anyhow, he took his 1951 Drill Manual with him, so we
should see some sparks on his return.
C.S.M. " Doughy" Baker can be seen most evenings
looking for his " Old Boot"—he can certatinly put a shine
on them.
Sgt. " Ken " Wilde has called in during his leave to
show us his smashing new bike! No wonder he wants to
go back to Malaya again.
Sgt. " Trigger " Martin has been recalled from leave
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to proceed on a Small Arms refresher course at Hythe,
and we are all sure he will make the grade.
We were all pleased to welcome back from Malaya
C.S.M. and Mrs. Leach. They arrived on 8th May in that
luxury liner H/T. "Devonshire."
Many of the wily ones have already left for B.A.O.R.
on the advance party; namely, Sgts. Hedges, Small, Cass,
Stephenson, "Waster" Fuller, C/Sgt. Irons, and those two
of the highest order R.Q.s, " Johnny " Grubb and " Eric "
Hoggart, complete with typewriter.
Our congratulations go to C.S.M. 44 George " Parker
on his wellearned promotion; may his worries be little
ones, but we do object to his pace stick drill up and down
the corridor.
"Big Head."

SPORT
The Bn.'s sporting activities have been very limited of
late owing to sea voyages, leave, and the shortness of our
stay in U.K. It was most disappointing that we could not
take part in any athletic meetings or complete a cricket
season at home. However, some cricket is now being
played in the intervals of training, and a 3—1 win by the
Advance Party over the Depot at hockey in a grand
challenge match is worthy of record. As soon as we have
settled down in B.A.O.R., we shall engage in a full sports
programme to suit all tastes, and hope to record much
activity and success.
CRICKET
A trial game to unearth new talent was held in Invicta
Lines one warm fine day, under the auspices of Lt. Good
win, when a pleasant afternoon was spent in the sun and
the general form revealed was very fair. Keenness in the
field, several possible bowlers, and two wicketkeepers were
apparent. It will be really sound batsmen who will be
required.
The Bn.'s first match was against the might of the
County Police, on their very pleasant ground at their Depot
off the Sutton Valence Road.
L/Cpl. Dyer and Pte. Bruggemeyer gave the Bn. a
decent start, and L/Cpl. Dyer completed a useful 30.
Col. Crook and Capt. Shearburn had a cheerful stand of
65, and with a nice innings by 2/Lt. Sutton the respectable
total of 163 was reached.
The Police gave us a very excellent tea, which perhaps
reduced our bowlers' hostility. Anyway, by good, forceful
batting they reached 149 for 4, with 15 minutes left for
play.
The last over bowled by Pte. Loewe was most
exciting—foul* runs were needed by the Police and four
wickets by us. In the event we each got three and a
draw resulted. The scores were level when the last ball
was bowled. It went over the top of the stumps to the
wicketkeeper, standing back. The batsmen ran, but 2/Lt.
Heatly very smartly threw the wicket down and the scores
remained level.
The match was notable for three things, a tie, the tea,
and a remarkable catch by Lt. Goodwin. Pte. Loewe
bowled very well throughout.
Details:—1 R.W.K. 163 (Shearburn 40, Crook 32,
Dyer 30, Sutton 22); Kent County Constabulary 163 for 9
(Deal 40, Ribben 29, Huckstep 37).

4 /5th

BATTALION

BATTALION H.O.
c

again we take up our pen to say
y^NCE
farewell and this time to our

Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. L. F. W.
Jackson, and very sorry we are to see
him go. Three years ago, when he took
over the Bn., we were a small, mainly
volunteer unit, much preoccupied with
our first National Servicemen.
He has
left us nearly at full strength: that the
birth pangs and subsequent growing pains of the new
National Service era have been so slight, we owe, in no
small measure, to him. During his tour of command, also,
we have changed ourselves, more smoothly than some
expected, from the 4th Bn. to the 4th/5th Bn., and many
of our Companies have been adopted, with suitable
ceremony, by the local councils in whose areas they are
situated.
We feel, under Col. Jackson's command, that our
training has progressed without our morale suffering—only
a Territorial would know what an achievement this is—
and we can look back on some memorable camps and
training weekends. We have, under his wise leadership,
established an advance base in East Kent (who said
4 Sandgate') where our Bn. crest proclaims a Queen's Own
outpost deep in Buff country.
The Officers' Mess owes
much to him; particularly the Annual Ball, which he
started with such success, in his first year with us and
which has since gone from strength to strength.
To say goodbye to Col. and Mrs. Jackson, Capt. and
Mrs. Macmillan and to Major and Mrs. Blake, the Officers'
Mess held a Cocktail Party on Saturday, 8th May, when we
also had the pleasure of welcoming their successors, Lt.Col.
Keenlyside, whose wife was most unfortunately unable to
be present, Capt. and Mrs. Shearburn, and Lt. and Mrs.
Stephens.
We were also very pleased to have with us
Col. and Mrs. Fyler and other 1st Bn. Officers and their
wives, for whom the party was also given.
As Col.
Jackson said in a short farewell speech, it is against good
military teaching to have three aims all at once, but good
military teaching or not, it was one of our more memorable
parties.
In saying farewell, Col Jackson presented the
mess with a magnificent piece of silver.
Maj. Waring,
accepting it, said that it would become a valued possession
of the mess and would be a constant reminder of three
very happy years. He continued by thanking the Colonel
for all he had done for the Bn. during his tour of command,
and wished him and Mrs. Jackson God speed and good
fortune for the future.
Maj. Waring continued, 44 Partings are always sad and
tonight particularly so. We are saying farewell not only
to our Commanding Officer, but also to a very good friend
of the Bn. Territorials are an awkward lot, even at their
best, and we are not always at our best. But you, sir, have
always been more than a match for our idiocyncrasies and
our peculiarities and we shall miss more than we care
to say.
" Of Mrs. Jackson, I can only say that we shall miss
her as much, particularly in the administration and supply
(or should I now say 4 logistics') of mess occasions such
as this. Her appreciation has been faultless and sometimes
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Id
Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson.
we need some appreciating, though there was one
appreciation that did go a little wrong—a small question
of a class 40 vehicles and a class ' O' bridge ! "
So, with a final push to the Jaguar we said goodbye
to our Colonel. We hope that we shall see him and Mrs.
Jackson again many times in the future.

" B "COMPANY
Battlescared, damp and not a little sore of foot the
raiders returned home after one of their biggest exercises
since the war.
Objective—the renowned airfield at
Biggin Hill, and a tough nut to crack it proved. Should
you read on some other page that our brothers in arms
in Dog Company achieved a notable success by attaining
what an official communique would refer to as " Maximum
Penentration," you may rest assured that we caused no less
havoc. Since, however, they were " in " on the general
conception of the exercise before us, we will, on this
occasion, bury our customary rivalry and let them claim
what they will.
After our long crosscountry bash to the airfield it
was the men of the R.A.F. Regiment who most excited our
envy for they had attacked from another flank in a mobile
role in fleets of Land Rovers, one between every two men
it seemed.
This, no doubt about it, was the way to go
to war, although we couldn't help wondering if they, too,
would have doubled into the assault had they arrived on
foot.
The weekend commenced well in blazing sunshine
and scorning the more secure shelter of solid walls and
roofs, our Pl. Commanders, under their foreman, Lt. Mike
Hicks, set about constructing a more primitive shelter on
the open hillside at the bottom of what looked suspiciously
like a gully.
After many hours of laborious work,
punctuated by remarks helpful and otherwise, the edifice
was completed—and down came the rain. Seldom have
I seen camp struck more quickly and only a stream of water
flowing between several holes in the ground marked the
spot.

Sunday's exercise opened with a series of leapfrogging
approach marches, mopping up pockets of Home Guard
resistance on the way. Some " casualties " were suffered
and it was one of these who provided the day's most
amusing incident.
An umpire attached to one of our
Pis. was quietly informed that the main body had just
passed straight by a Home Guard H.Q. and at this moment
the six " dead " men of the pl. came following up in the
rear. The umpire drew attention to their comrades' poor
powers of observation and pointed out the enemy H.Q.
44 Cor lummy, sir," came the instant rejoinder, 44 shall
we go in and haunt them ? "
Having approached to within a few miles, the Coy.
fanned out to North and South, each Pl. with its separate
target.
After a long crosscountry bash, harrassed by
the defenders, we found ourselves on the Eastern perimeter
and the battle commenced in earnest. 5 and 6 Pis. managed
to do considerable damage to the defences in the North
and fight their way across the airfield. In the South, the
44 Bandits" (4 PL), intoxicated by their initial success in
suprising a gun position and getting among the hangars,
bit off a little more than they could chew and attacked a
Gunner H.Q.
The umpires' decision was final and into
the bag they went, but the Gunners' hospitable gesture in
providing a brew removed any hard feelings.
Finally we would offer our thanks to all those who
helped to provide such a realistic exercise.
(Stalag I)
BUSY BEE

" D " COMPANY
And today your scribe is tired following a somewhat
hectic week which included a divisional reunion dinner
(Eighth Indian with General Sir Dudley Russell, Viscount
Alexander and General Sir Richard McCreery), the
Regimental At Home, which was graced by the presence of
our ColonelinChief, H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent;
followed by the Regimental Dinner ... all these events
being preceded by the exercise on May 1/2 centred on
Biggin Hill.
During the course of this same period we also said
a very regretful farewell to our colonel and other members
of the outgoing 44 management," while at the same time
giving a sincere welcome to the new C.O., Col. Keenleyside,
and his aides, the Adj. and Q.M.
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In our own immediate unit, we have lost an old
member, Phil. Everett, who has decided to reenlist and
join the 1st Bn . . . good luck to him.
His . place as
C.Q.M.S. will be taken by that hardworking Cpl. Sayer,
and other recommendations for promotion cover the other
half of the " terrible twins," Cpl. Pace to Sgt., Sgt. Keene
to C.S.M., and Cpl. Green to Sgt.
In the same manner that the officers of the 1st Bn.
were entertained at Bn. H.Q. recently, we hope to arrange
a meeting with our opposite numbers in the 1st Bn. (Dog
Coy.), and this will probably be a combined do wth B Coy.
at St. Mary Cray . . . and I have no doubt that this will
lead to a further period of tiredness and this is surely
where we came in !
HOW BIGGIN HILL AIRFIELD WAS
LAST WEEKEND

4

ATTACKED '

Beckenham and Penge Territorials and Home Guard
members took part in a big defence exercise involving
2,500 men and women at the weekend. The main feature
of it was an attack on Biggin Hill airfield by an '4 enemy "
force 500strong, led by Major D. W. J. Wood, commanding
officer of 44 D " Company, 4/5 Bn., the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment (T.A.).
At his headquarters in Parish Lane, Penge, Major
Wood told an 44 Advertiser " reporter that in addition to
his own company, he commanded B Coy. and a R.A.F.
Regiment squadron, which joined them at Montreal Park,
near Riverhead, from Suffolk. The defending force wore
normal uniform, while the 44 enemy" were identified by
red circle cap badges and red tape badges of rank.
44 Enemy " vehicles carried similar identification marks.
44 The defending forces began to take up their positions
on Friday, and by Saturday morning a skeleton force was
manning the numerous gunsites to defend the airfield
perimeter," said Major Wood.
44 It was deliberately planned that no action should take
place during Saturday night, although sundry enemy
patrols did in fact move from their base with the object
of making an initial reconnaissance towards their target."
In spite of rain, said Major Wood, the action began at
nine o'clock on Sunday morning as arranged.
By 9.30
the first signs of the enemy approach became apparent with
an attack on the outskirts of the perimeter, in the neighbour
hood of Erith.
44 It had been hoped that aircraft would give close
support during the day, both to the defending force and
also to the 4 enemy,' but the weather put paid to this until
a fortunate break in the rain at the very time of the final
assault, when lowflying Meteors gave a realistic touch to
the attack, which was enlivened by blank ammunition,
thunderflashes, smoke grenades and Verey lights."
Afterwards, the director of the exercise, Wing
Commander D. G. Smallwood, D.S.O., D.F.C., station
commander at Biggin Hill, expressed satisfaction with its
results.
Colonel GordonWatson, Irish Guards, who
directed the umpires, thanked the 44 enemy" force in a
letter to Major Wood.
Among those who took part in the local aspects of
this exercise were the 55th (Beckenham and Penge) Bn.,
Kent Home Guard.

M

REGIMENTAL
DEPOT
A

LL at the Depot were very glad to see the Colonel of
the Regiment and his A.D.C. when they paid us a
short visit early in the month, and we hope that we shall not
have to wait too long for their next trip home.
All the Depot officers attended the dinner at The Senior
and all were of the one opinion that it was an excellent
party. Some of the officers crept into barracks very late,
and one officer from Camberley way had difficulty in finding
his room, until he received fairly crisp directions from a
very senior officer who was occupying the chief guest room.
The Officers, W.O.s and N.C.O.s of The Depot had the
pleasure of listening to another lecture this month by
Lt.Col. G. I. Davys, O.B.E., on the Hydrogen Bomb.
Lt.Col. Davys has been down to us before. He is a lecturer
at Cambridge University, and we look forward to his next
visit to us.
On Wednesday, 26th, Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler kindly
consented to take a 44 passing out" parade. This time it
was for Alma and Inkerman Pis., who we gather will go
into Support Coy. when they reach the Bn. We were lucky
in securing the band of The Royal Naval Barracks,
Chatham, for this occasion and we congratulate Ptes.
Frampton, Beaton, Davis, Wimpory, Baker and Smith on
winning medals for shooting. After the parade, at which
there was a fair attendance of parents and cadets, a short
service was conducted in the new gymnasium by our Padre,
the Rev. Mitchell.
We are very sorry to say goodbye to Pte. Parsons, who
has left us for civilian life. He will be missed at the Depot
and he has done great work as Mr. 44 Dicky " Bird's right
hand man.
He has got a good post in Sharp's Kreemy
Toffee. We are also sorry to bid farewell to Cpl. Grace
and L/Cpl. Clark, and we wish them good luck in the
future.
The officers attended an excellent cocktail party given
by the 1st Bn. in their Mess at Invicta Lines. All our
officers attended, both serving and retired.
We are now practising hard for the Depot Rifle
Meeting, which takes place at Hythe on 21st June, and we
hope to do well on the 22nd June, which we have declared
an 44 Open Day " and invited other Depots to send teams
down to Hythe. There are five entries, including ourselves
During the Depot Meeting on 21st The Neve Cup will
be competed for. Thisis for the best shot at 500 from the
permanent staff.
Final arrangements have now been made for the Reunion
next Sunday, and we can only hope as usual that the
weather is kind to us. This year we have about eight side
shows which we hope will help to entertain our visitors
during the course of the afternoon.
A sad but most enjoyable night was held in the Officers'
Mess this month, when we dined out Major 44 Bertie " Pond.
During an amusing afterdinner speech, Major Pond
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recalled how once, at the age of three, he was put under
close arrest in the Depot Guardroom.
So once again let us hope for a fine Reunion Sunday.
" Dicky" Bird is flat out trimming hedges and urging
flowers to break through. The Ulu Caledonian Board and
the 44th milestone are planted in the triangular garden
outside the Museum surrounded by flowers.
REGIMENTAL

DEPOT YACHT CLUB
NOTES

ITH the advent of summer, our Yacht Club again
W
eclipses all of the Depot's many and varied activities.
Throughout the long winter our superb craft lay in the

Drill Shed, seams gaping, paint cracking; a mere play
ground for hordes of children. Now, agleam with new paint
and proudly sporting an immense rudder and tiller, she
regains her place as " Queen of the Sungei Medway."

Cpl. Mace, whose great work for the Club has earned
him an honorary membership, spent many hours restoring
the natural beauty of the "Empire Hoover," and we are
much indebted to him.

The great launching ceremony and inaugural cruise
took place on Thursday, 20th May, and was attended by
Maj. R. E. Moss (Pres.) Capt. J. S. Fletcher (Capt.), Lt. J. D.
Norton (Stroke) (Apoplectic), and Sub/Lt. A. F. Heatly
(Cox). A daguerrotype of this historic event is included in
these notes.
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Unfortunately, our President, suffering from pedis
frigidus, was unable to accompany us on our trip to the
Malta Inn, where the customary stoup of ale was imbibed
before the long row back. The analysis of strokes is as
follows :—
OUTWARD TRIP—
BARRACKS TO " MALTA."

HOMEWARD TRIP—
' MALTA " TO BARRACKS.

1st quartermile .. 35
1st quartermile .. 15
2nd quartermile . . 32
2nd quartermile . . 10
3rd quartermile . . 31
3rd quartermile . . 5
4th quartermile . . 62
4th quartermile .. 3
These fine figures speak for themselves.
We are now able to make a concession to our brother
yachtsmen of the 1st Bn. Honorary membership is open
to them FREE OF ALL CHARGE ! ! This honorary
membership brings with it the privilege of paying an annual
subscription of £2/2/0. It is regretted, however, that we are
at present unable to offer them any seagoing facilities.
" Nautilus."

SERGEANTS' MESS

M

AY has been rather quiet for the Mess, but we did
manage to all be assembled for a Mess meeting on
the 10th, when it was agreed (very unanimously as beer was
to be halfpric^) that we entertained our opposite numbers
of the 1st Bn. to a games and social evening in our Mess.
This was fixed for the 26th May.
The first part of the evening was devoted to a miniature
range match with No. 8 rifles, when the teams, consisting
of seven members each, assembled about 6.30 p.m. on our
range. Of course, being on our pitch we obviously were
favourites, as was proved by the substantial win by 101
points, which augured well for the rest of the evening's
proceedings. Sgt. Johnstone was our top scorer with a good
89; the others were C.S.M. Dowsing, 85; R.S.M. Hayley,
84; C/Sgt. Ringe, 78, C.S.M. Manson, 72; Sgt. Stubbington
(R.E.M.E.), 69; and Sgt. Fox, 59. Total : 536. The 1st Bn.
mustered 435 and details of individual results are not
available.
At about 7.45 p.m., the Caterer (reinforced by the
assistance of Sgt. Trengove, R.A.E.C.) opened the hatch and
in the rush the O.R.Q.M.S. was frantically enquiring from
all concerned " what they were good at ? " Owing to various
causes, leave mainly, and departure of a few to B.A.O.R.
with Advance Party, not quite so many turned up as we
expected. However, there was about an equal number from
each Mess and a sixaside darts match was soon in progress
for 1,000andone up. We had just purchased a new bristle
dart board and this was its initiation. It was noted that it
was quite easy to obtain 80 or over with a treble scoring
ring. (Most unusual in the Kent area, where only a double
scoring ring is allowed, making the game more skilful.)
Under " eleven " came rather frequently, whilst at the other
end C.S.M. Watts (1st Bn.) scored 134 in three darts with
ease. (* ! ?) As was expected, while our members were
getting the under elevens, the 1st Bn. won the match. By
this time a foursome at snooker was making good progress.
Here again we went down by 42 points to 65. Three sets
of pairs carried on darts and this is where we made a
recovery. R.S.M. Hayley and C.S.M. Dowsing won their
match, as did Sgt. Johnstone and Sgt. Elliott. The 1st Bn.
pair beat C/Sgt. Ringe and Sgt. Cox. So far fairly even,
with games points four to six against. Refreshments were

taken at about this stage, when the " Gannets " fluttered
down for a short while. The cribbage players were still
plodding on (S.I. Tarpley (A.P.T.C.) and Sgt. Bradshaw)
before they discovered that refreshments had been arrayed
for consumption. This, of course, interrupted the cribbage
for a short while, which in the end we lost.
After refreshments a snooker match was fixed between
R.S.M. Hayley and O.R.Q.M.S. (Depot) and R.S.M. Hills
and Sgt. Simmonite. This proved to be quite a good game,
with the Depot winning by 46 to 32 points, the O.R.Q.M.S.
making an almost impossible shot when he cut the black
from about the centre of the table into the middle pocket
(having made a nomination to do so) to win the game. At
this stage the Bn. were still two points up, so another pair
played snooker, which I have marked down as a win for the
Depot, making the games scores EVEN.
At this stage, various excuses were made for those who
wanted to depart, and a very unrepresentative team chal
lenged our guests to " tipit." The " piece " was eventually
produced from cold storage, glistening, and as the hour was
getting late our team were drowsy and not alert and allowed
the visitors to win fairly easily. Allowing two points for
this simple game, they won the series by ten points to eight.
Of course, the shooting part does not count as it is
unimportant ? ? ?
We do hope those that came along enjoyed the evening
and we also hope to spend a similar evening in the 1st Bn.
Mess before they depart.
Earlier in the month, the Colonel of the Regiment,
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., was around the
Barracks and had a look around our Mess. We all hope it
was up to its expected standard on the occasion.
We have had quite a lot of 44 snooker." This, no doubt,
is because we have been holding a knockout tournament
during the month. At the time of going to press the
individual champion is not known, as one of the winning
semifinalists (Sgt. Dawson) is on 14 days' leave and will,
presumably, be well rested and in good form on his return,
when he will be playing the O.R.Q.M.S.
Early in the mojith, during a short hot spell, several
members were sporting 44 shirt sleeve " order of dress, but
by the end of the week they were asking if the central heat
ing could be put on again ? 44 Ne'er cast a clout till May
is oot." However, the official order came much nearer the
end of the month.
During June we shall be sorry to say 44 Cheerio " to
Sgt. Trengove (R.A.E.C.), who has had a good spell here.
We hope he enjoyed his National Service with us and that
we shall be hearing and seeing him again when this way.
The 44 Buster " is a very good medium of keeping in touch
—5/ per annum, post free. The Depot shooting team will
shortly be having quite a lot of 44 pokey drill" under C.S.M.
Dowsing in preparation for the Home Counties Brigade
Shoot.
Looking forward to seeing many friends on the Annual
Reunion and good weather for it.
44 McCartney."

Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
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WINES AND SPIRITS

The connoisseur of wines knows his vintage years when, from the sundrenched vineyards,
comes fruit of the vine that has the promise of an especial excellence.
The Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes employ experts to choose wines and spirits of
this finer quality. Carefully stored in modern cellars and perfected in maturity. Naafi
stocks pay tribute to all occasions that call for wine. In Wardroom and Mess, make this
year a vintage year with wines and spirits from Naafi. Write for wine list, or visit your
Naafi shop for all your requirements.

INMIFQ

The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces
RUXLEY T O W E R S  ESHER
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BATTALION

FTER another brief retirement from the printed word,
A
during which we have been far from quiescent in our
worldly activities, we thought it about time we again thrust

the tidings of our doings upon the unsuspecting Regimental
community.
All is still very well indeed with this mob of ours. We
are still.going from strength to strength, though pausing
awhile here and there to consolidate our gains, and though
we do, of course, concentrate most of our energies on our
own concerns, we still have a lot left to devote to the sup
port of Branch of the P. and P.A.
Apart from our usual first Saturday meetings at the
Drill Hall, Penge, where we are now comfortably re
established, we have had two major events since our last
epistle directly our responsiblity : one major event mainly
our responsibility and one ditto which was not our respon
sibility at all.
We shall start with the latter, and congratulate Jack
White, late H.Q. Coy., on the success and organization of
the Cassino Reunion at the Round House, Covent Garden.
There were many bods present who we only see at these
functions, and some 50 altogether, plus the ladies. The
44 do " is strictly an " unofficial" one, and it, no doubt, owes
its continual success to that fact. Lack of any vestige what
ever of the 44 old bull " so prevalent these days outside.
Our Stag Party, which is held on the first Saturday in
May, was an outstanding success—though, owing to various
things clashing at the time, our numbers were reduced to
the 40mark. However, the quality of the company well
made up for the lack of numbers. No. 1 visitor was our
President, Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C., T.D.—we need say no
more ! Then No. 2 was " Harryboy " Edes, from Harrow
ontheHill. The remainder were our solid regulars, and
just a couple or three " irregulars." The T.A. exercise being
on that evening, we lost a couple of bods through their atten
tion to duty, but we also gained a couple of welcome visitors
in the person of George Keane and the P.S.I, of the Drill
Hall, Sgt. Redpath. We stung the latter for a couple of bob
as soon as he stuck his nose in the door. We sincerely
hope that he won't think this a regular occurrence—and keep
from us on that account. He is welcome at all our " do's."
Our last major event, of course, was our Annual Dance
at the " Green Man." We hate to be monotonous in our
praises of ourselves, but the fact is that this was again a
really one hundred per cent turnout. This year, feeling that
perhaps we were bashing the old pocket a little too much
for our bods, we didn't bung out the usual extensive prop.,
but merely stated the fact and let the blokes decide for them
selves whether to support the " do " or not. And we were
not disappointed in the result. Right up to the kickoff,
we hadn't the vaguest notion how many we were to expect,
if any at all, but before very long we had our 120 bods on

parade, and at the conclusion of the evening we all felt that
it was an event that we surely must not drop.
To add to the enjoyment, our date, May the 15th,
coincided with the homecoming of Her Majesty the Queen.
A glorious occasion, gloriously celebrated by us in true
" Bangers " style.
Of the 44 strangers " to our company at the Dance,
chief was Cecil Osborne, whom we had not seen for many
years. He is now back in Sydenham. We shall be seeing
him again, we hope, at the June Reunion at Maidstone.
Seeing Cecil, and seeing him consort with bods like Lew
Lake, Ernie Foreman, Reg. Reekie and the like, revived for
us again all those memories of the dear old prewar T.A.
days when we used to foregather on drill nights up in the
44 Glory Hole," under the watchful and benevolent eye of
Jack Osborne. They say that time is a great healer and
that memories are short, but this is one which we will never
forget, and at these our so friendly functions, when we find
ourselves sitting on our own some place (a rare occurrence
truly) look at the other boys, and think, the memories start
racing through the mind, the past incidents follow one
another with unremitting speed, until we simply have to
drag ourselves away from them, steer ourselves to one of
the many groups and share our memories with the others.
However, we have perhaps said enough for now. We
have, as you know, given up thanking individuals for their
particular assistance in running our shows, so there's no
more to be said.
We are now looking forward to our visit to the Barracks
in June. We shall be there in strength again and hope
44 4 The Queen's Own ' weather " will not let us down.
44 Nightingale."
BROMLEY

N

BRANCH

OW that the flag waving and shouting has died down,
may I say my little piece to add to the many reports
of the homecoming of our beloved 1st Bn.
That memorable day of their Civic Reception in Maid
stone, on April 1st, will always remain as a treasure in my
mind. I (unfortunately) was the only member of the
Bromley Branch P. and P. Association to be on leave at that
period. As a Branch Standard Bearer, I had the greatest
pleasure in witnessing the Marchpast of the 1st Bn. from
beside the saluting base and I was thrilled to the utmost to
watch those 44 old and young veterans of service " pass with
so much dignity and precision of ceremony, in spite of their
being on English soil again but a few short days. Many of
them of National Service vintage and well tanned, they
looked a very proud lot of men making a great show in
their home town, and I was exceedingly pleased to see that
the 44 powers that be " had seen fit to commemorate their
sojourn in Malaya by the immediate award of the Indian
General Service Medal with the clasp inscribed 44 Malay,"
and that each had its edge engraved with full particulars
of ownership.
Having visited the Sgts'. Mess at the Depot, where all
had a 44 royal" reception, I regaled myself in the company
of many of the stalwarts of yesteryear, after which I pro
ceeded with others to Invicta Lines, where we also had a
great time with those who were of necessity retained for
caretaking, etc., purposes.
Returning to the Depot to watch the Beating of
Retreat, everyone must have been enthralled with the martial
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music and marchings and countermarchings of the Band
and Drums, dressed in their Number Ones. To my mind the
great feature of this was the period at which those soul
searing and aweinspiring moments arrived when the sound
of " Retreat " on the bugles and the strains of that beautiful
hymn, " Abide With Me," were intermingled.
Such was a fitting climax to a wonderful day spent
with the old Regiment as a civilian, and here I would add
my thanks to the members of both the Depot and 1st Bn.
Sgts'. Messes for dispensing such hospitality to us members
of the P. and P. Association.
And so on to April 3rd and Tonbridge, where we again
witnessed the Marchpast from the precincts of the saluting
base. I feel sure that the people of Tonbridge and its
environs, who turned out in their thousands, have not
witnessed such a scene for many a long day. The view on
the Castle lawn with all the troops drawn up was surely an
unforgettable one, with the inspection and speech of
welcome by the chairman of the local council.
The after proceedings to which everyone did justice at
the Drill Hall was especially pleasing to me, as I was able
to meet quite a number of old acquaintances and have a
natter on time of the past.
Thus have I recorded in as little compass as possible
my feelings of two " Great Days " well spent with members
of the " Old Regiment."
" Uncle George."

WHO SAYS T H A T
HORSES
ARE A F R A I D OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
T^HE month of May has been a busy one at Catford, it
A always is in fact, being the month of our Annual
General Meeting and our Annual Reunion Dinner. Our
Honorary Treasurer takes on a very studious look during the
early days of May, for with last year's accounts to close
and subscriptions to collect, his is rather a hectic job to have.
The Annual General Meeting was held at our Head
quarters, The Drill Hall, Penge, on Friday, the 7th May,
1954, with Mr. S. J. Terry in the Chair.
It was quite a successful meeting, a good attendance
was recorded and an enormous amount of business was
dealt with in record time. Nevertheless, we were still able
to hold our usual monthly raffle; the dart players managed
to get in a few games; whilst quite a congregation gathered
around " Alec " at the piano and did their musical best to
lift the roof. Maj. H. J. W. Coombe, who is normally kept
very busy with " The Queen's Own " Cadets, was able to be
with us on this occasion and we are always pleased to see
him. We were also able to say " Hello ! " to two Branch
stalwarts, namely, Mr. S. Knight—now discharged from
hospital—and Mr. Medhurst, who has not been able to get
along for some considerable time owing to illhealth. Both
Stan and " Med." are not yet fully recovered but we all
wish them a speedy recovery and good health for the future.
Our Chairman discussed briefly the various activities of
the Branch for the past year, and a vote of thanks was pro
posed and passed to our Secretary, Treasurer, the Executive
and Entertainments Committees (not forgetting the ladies,
of course !) for the hard work that they had put in to make
the year the sucessful year that it was.
The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Len Clarke, then read out
the Statement of Accounts, which showed that although we
were not wealthy in any sense of the word, we were keeping
our head above water.

The Committee for the ensuing year was elected with
Mr. S. J. Terry, Mr. R. Fielder and Mr. L. Clarke remaining
in office as Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer
respectively. There were one or two changes which included
Mr. R. Wilks resigning his ViceChairmanship and Mr. W.
Lippingwell being elected in his place; and to Wally we say
welcome to the Committee. We were all extremely sorry to
see " Wilky " resign, for he had been a great help—ready
to take on any job from Standard Bearer to doorkeeper at
Association functions, but he felt that his many other
activities were as much as he could manage at present.
Don't think that we have lost Mr. Wilks; far from it, for as
a coopted member of the Committee we shall still get the
help and sound advice that we have known in the past and
I know that we shall be appreciating the services of our old
friend, " Wilky," for a long time to come.
The following evening, Saturday, 8th May, 1954, we
held our Fourth Annual Reunion Dinner at the Penge Drill
Hall, followed this year by a very enjoyable dance.
This was a most successful evening from start to finish
due in no small way to the very noble efforts of our M.C.
and Toastmaster, Mr. " Lew " Lake. He is now a past
master at the art of making any show go with a swing and
on this occasion " Lew " was at his best. Thank you, "Lew"!
The Committee had decorated the hall beautifully, the
dinner was a good one and very well served, thanks to the
Caterer, Mr. Buckle, who, incidentally, is one of our own
members. He was far too busy attending to our wants to
have dinner with us, but I know he will feel somewhat com
pensated when I say how much we enjoyed the excellent
meal he provided.
The menu card, arranged and produced by our Hon.
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Secretary, Mr. R. Fielder, was a work of art and voted by all
^s one of the best ever produced at any function of this
kind. The speeches were kept short and to the point, Maj.
H. J. D.Coombe proposing the toast to the Regiment, with
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards responding. Our Chairman, Mr.
S. J. Terry, in proposing the toasts to our guests, said how
pleased we were to see such distinguished guests as the
Chairman of the P. and P. Association—Lt.Col. H. N.
Edwards, the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer—Lt.Col. A. A.
Eason, the Rev. and Mrs. F. A. Wainwright, R.S.M. Hayley,
Mr. and Mrs. Moon, of the Prison Officers' Club at Worm
wood Scrubbs, etc., etc. I am sorry that space does not
permit me to mention all our guests by name.
The Rev. F. A. Wainwright replied.
Then, on to the dance, for which many more guests
had arrived and this was one of the better dances, really
enjoyable and well organized. To help cover expenses a
raffle was arranged and the lucky prizewinners were able to
carry away some very handsome prizes. It was noted that
another of our guests, " Alfie " Waterman, from Maidstone,
was there amongst the prizewinners, as is usual with 44 Alf."
Well done, 44 Alfie " ! It was good to see you again. Spot
prizes were not forgotten and a really enjoyable time was
had by all, thanks to our Secretary, Treasurer and hard
working Committee. I must not forget to mention the star
turn of the evening, and this was One of our lady guests
whose name is unknown to me, but she was really wonder
ful with her singing and dancing. The applause she received
proved how much we all enjoyed her grand performance.
It was regretted that our President, Brig. H. S. Brown,
was unable to be present on this occasion, but as Honorary
Colonel of the 4/5th Bn., he was saying farewell to the old
and welcome to the new C.O., Adjutant and Q.M. of the
4/5th Bn. He has asked, however, that special mention be
made of the fine show the 1st Bn. had put up at the civic
welcome at Maidstone and how impressed he was with the
appearance, bearing and general conduct of the whole Bn.,
and this was done by Maj. Coombe during his speech, pro
posing the toast of the Regiment. Those of us who have
served under Brig. Brown know that such words of praise
must have been well deserved and we are rightly proud of
our serving comrades of the 1st Bn.
44 Esjtee."

George Anchors will be pleased to receive subscriptions
for our outing to Ramsgate on Sunday, August 22nd.
44 Pop " Miskin will captain our shooting team at the
InterBranch competition on Reunion day, Sunday,
June 13th. The booby prize, a companion writing pad, was
won by Charlie Hill.
One hundred years ago in 44 The Times," April 15th,
1854; Good Friday at Windsor: 44 On tomorrow and the
succeeding Sunday, the bands of the regiments in garrison
(The Royal Horse Guards Blue and the 97th Foot) will play
on the Eastern Terrace to which the public will be admitted
as usual." The Crimean War had just begun and shortly
after the 97th took a most honourable part in the campaign.
Our next meeting will be at the Drill Hall, Boundary
Road, at 7.30 p.m., on Monday, 31st May.
44 Ike " Williams.

LONDON BRANCH

T

HIS being the first meeting since the arrival home of the
Bn. and the reception in Maidstone, we expected a good
attendance. We were in no way disappointed and had a
completely full house. There were so many ladies present
that one wonders whether we ought to commence a P. and P.
Association, London Branch, Ladies' Division ! Because of
space I cannot mention all individually, but, collectively, the
Branch is glad of all this support and thanks the ladies very
heartily for their attendance. It emphasises the fact that
these meetings are to foster comradeship after service, and
it is a pleasure to see the ladies taking their part in it by
coming along with husbands, and boy friends, too. So keep
it up, ladies, please !
Len Remfry, our Chairman, opened the meeting on a
sad note by informing us of the news of the death of Dick
Bayliss, a very wellknown and loved member of the Branch,
and of Maj. Crisford, wellknown to everyone who has
served in the Regiment. I should say there was little differ
ence in the ages of these two very respected members of the
Regiment; one who had served and remained in the ranks,
the other who had by hard work, efficiency and loyalty

CHATHAM BRANCH
T our monthly meeting on May 3rd, some of those
A
present were Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., Alf Tapp,
M.C., Messrs. Thompson (Regimental Representative at
Headquarters), C. J. Williams (Treasurer), Jim Munchin
(ViceChairman), G. Anchors and "Butch" Smith (Standard
Bearer).
Jerry Paice, our Chairman, said he was very pleased to
see Maj. Brothers present, after his recent illness. Maj.
R. W. Brothers (Life President) said he was very pleased to
see such a fine meeting and also to see George Pond present,
after a long absence. He went on to say he visited our old
comrade, Joe Wright, that day and was pleased to tell us
that he was showing signs of recovery from his recent illness.
ExR.S.M. Jim Smith has been in hospital, but is now back
at his home. Joe Wright sent his kind regards and best
wishes to the meeting.
Good old Joe ! We miss you and hope you will have a
full recovery in the near future.

Home from Malaya, attending their first London
Branch meeting, Pte. Cullis, Sgt. Kurton, Maj. Sivers,
R.Q.M.S. Grubb, C.S.M. Simpson, Pte. O'Leary,
?C/Sgt. Barton. Ladies—Mrs. Germaine, Bruce,
Cannacott and Wallace.
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Makers of Super-Kreem and Kreemy Toffees,
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worked his way through the ranks, holding every rank up to
that he held at his death—Major. We tender, through
these columns, our deepest sympathy to their relatives. We
rose and stood for one minute in their honour. Len Remfry
displayed his usual good sense and sent a lovely wreath
from the Branch, which Dick's relatives suitably acknow
ledged with many thanks to the Branch. Lt.Cols. Eason
and Craven represented the Regiment at the funeral of Maj.
Crisford, the news coming through too late for us to forward
a floral tribute.
In honour of the visit to the Branch of Maj. Bob Sivers
and his R.Q.M.S., the Standard was, for the first occasion
for many months, unfurled at the meeting, a gesture very
much appreciated. Among our members present were Lt.
Col. Ron Mines and Lt.Col. Pink, Col. R. O. Pulverman,
Maj. George Duffield (who is now off to Port Said for a
spell), Lt.Col. Durtnell. All our old brigade were present
again—Messrs. Edwards, Sweetman, Cox, Page, Haden and
Alf Toms. I was very pleased to see our old friend, Trefor
Thomas, with us again, also " Paddy " Coyne and George
Hooker. Mr. Keeler had brought wtih him a relative who
had served with " Dicky ' Hales. Having assured this
gentleman that " Dicky " was an ever present, I was con
founded a little later by the news that Dick had to be absent
that night on duty with his other Branch, of which he is
a committee member. However, we shall get them teamed
up next meeting. " Pony " Moore was present again and
J. Frissenden turned up.
As " Busty" and Joyce
Cannacott were there also, there was a very strong flavour
of " Shiny C " Coy. of the Secunderbad days of the 1st Bn.,
as both its exC.S.M. and C/Sgt. in the persons of Capt.
Hammond and the " Spider," were present! " Mike"
O'Leary, 44 Gunboat" Parry, Bert. Merritt, young Fenwick
(still performing terrific offtherecord service for the
Branch) were all there and, wonder of wonders, in order to
celebrate the honour of the attendance of the 1st Bn. con
tingent which included not only those already mentioned,
but a very good friend of mine, 44 Curly " Kurton and Dick
Barton, the former, of course, being a member of the 1st
Bn.'s soccer team, we had with us the very first joined
exN.S. man released from the Bn. whilst in Malaya, Mr.
Cullis. He was given a great welcome and found himself

44 The Spider " getting his news.
R.Q.M.S. Grubb
(Shorncliffe), C/Sgt. Cannacott (Tonbridge), "Spider"
and Mr. Miall (London), Capt. Hammond and Mr.
Fissenden (Maidstone).

quite at home amongst us. There were several of the ex
N.S. lads with us, and we are hoping that soon more will be
attending regularly.
I understand 44 Paddy " Coyne is going to bring along
our old goalie, Mr. Dodson. I hope this visit comes off—
we shall soon be raising a veteran soccer XI.
Letters were read from Maj. Bredon re his being unable
to attend, and another from 44 Tup " Lamb, who was hoping
to hear from Trefor Thomas, now stationed at Warwick.
No doubt we shall be seeing 44 Tup " at the Reunion on the
13th June. We understand that Capt. Arthur Broughton has
now been posted to York and will be able to put in only
very infrequent visits. Never mind, Charlie, come when
you can !
Among new members on this occasion we were more
than pleased to welcome exBand Sgt. Dennison of the
1st Bn. 44 Denny," as he has always been known among
the lads, looked little changed and was soon very much at
home with everyone. It is a fact that nobody comes here
and goes away without meeting somebody with whom they
have served. Our Association is terrific; the Branch covers
such a wide area of branches of the Army that we cannot
lose.
Go back to the Boer War and we give you Messrs.
Edwards and Co.; the period between that war and the first
World War there's Messrs. Toms, Paige and those already
mentioned; Maj. Bredon, the First World War; we have
members of the Regular and T.A. Bns.; between the wars,
both Bns., a terrific representation; the Second World War
the same; now, through great scouting by Col. Durtnell,
Len Remfry, the assistance of O.C., the 1st Bn., and Maj.
Bob Sivers, National Servicemen and Cadet representa
tion. We still want more of the N.S. lads. They have
fought together in Malaya and have had better opportunity
of learning 44 esprit de corps," which, unfortunately, due to
the zoning of troops does not get the push it had between
wars when, as Regular soldiers, we remained together,
abroad, for several years on end. We hope that those who
have joined and like us will rope in their pals.
From the Branch we extend our hearty thanks to the
Bn. for all its hospitality at the recent reception. All who
went had a marvellous time. A vote of thanks from the
Branch for Mr. Fenwick also, who, with his car, provided
a neverending ferry service for our people. Many thanks !
Brig. Riddell, our President, was not with us but Col.
Pulverman had a message from him. Our Dinner and
Dance is on the 4th September at the London Bridge Hotel
and, doubtless, will be a great success. We are hoping the
Colonel of the Regiment will manage to be on one of his
London Conferences at this time and will pay us a fleeting
visit. He stayed quite a long time at our last function.
Many bouquets were handed to the writer from another
of my old friends—R.Q.M.S. Grubb, of the 1st Bn. I was
puzzled as to why and how I should know the 44 Q," then
realised that he was in the 6th Bn. during my short stay with
them as Q.M. at Haverfordwest. If the news I give pleased
our friends of the Bn. whilst in Malaya, I am very gratified.
It is one way we can try to keep the spirit flying, not
flagging. As we so often state at our meetings, if the spirit
one had whilst serving with the Regiment is there, people
will pay the Branch a visit, no matter what befall. If the
spirit isn't there, one can only get negative results, no matter
what effort is made. We are interested in those who are
interested in the Regiment; so—again—come to the 44 Cran
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bourne " the last Friday in every month. See above—
bring your wife, too. She is very welcome.
R.Q.M.S. Grubb gave a very nice speech praising our
Branch, and Len Remfry made a suitable reply. We hope
to see the 1st Bn. contingent again, and others whom we
hoped would attend last time but did not turn up, but whom
I am sure we shall see in the future.
" The Spider."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH
meeting opened yet once again with members
OURstanding
in silence whilst our Chairman regretfully

announced the passing of Mr. W. A. Wainscot, a Honorary
Life Member of our Branch, who passed away in hospital
on 20th May, 1954. The funeral service was held at St.
Paul's Church on 26th May, when many of his old comrades
paid their last respects. Our sympathy is extended to his
relatives. He did much for our Branch and we are proud
to have some of his handiwork with us by which he will be
remembered for many years by all who knew him.
His keen interest in all exServicemen's affairs is evinced
from the following extract from the local newspaper :—
" After his retirement he took a particular interest in
exServicemen's organizations in the county and was a
popular member of many. Among them were the Past and
Present Association of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, the Kent Company R.A.S.C., Old Comrades'
Association and Kent Branch of the Salonika Reunion
Association. He also belonged to the ExServices' Club,
Maidstone, and the British Legion."
He served as a sergeant in " The Queen's Own " during
the Boer War.
We were all pleased to see with us, as new members,
although very well known when they were serving, Mr.
(exC.S.M.) " Tug " Wilson, of the old school, who had
come from Gillingham, and Cpl. M. J. Smith, of the new
school, having completed his wholetime National Service
with the Permanent Staff at the Regimental Depot. We are
indeed glad to have you with us and shall be looking forward
to seeing you perform with our cricket team.
Our congratulations also go to R.S.M. A. J. Hayley,
who on the shootoff became champion shot of the Maid
stone Joint Council of ExService Ac°ociations, when we
fired off a friendly match versus the winning team for the
195354 season, i.e., The Maidstone Branch of the R.A.M.C.
(O.C. Association). This is the second time they have won
the team championship and we congratulate them on their
very good shooting throughout the whole season. The
following fired for our team in the friendly match : Messrs
J. Wells, H. W. Maxlow, " Tug " Wilson (our new member),
R.S.M. A. J. Hayley, C/Sgt. Ringe and Sgt. Bradshaw, who
obtained a score of 91, which was the highest for the evening.
Thanks to Col. Eason (Hon. Secretary, P. and P.
Association) three members of the Branch had the pleasure
of taking dinner with the Catford and District Branch on
the occasion of their Annual Dinner and Dance, which took
place at Penge Drill Hall in early May. Owing to distance,
we had to leave their very pleasant company and entertain
ment before the end, and we hope the function was enjoyed
by all who came along. We were pleased to see Mr. Stan

Knight at the dinner, although he was venturing out for the
first time for a good period. We do hope with the better
weather that he will again soon be fully restored to health.
As happened last year, our first cricket fixture that was
to have been played on 30th May has been postponed and
will take place versus Regimental Depot on Sunday, 20th
June, 1954. Other fixtures have been made versus Royal
Naval Association on Sundays, 11th July and 25th July,
and versus Regimental Depot on 5th September, 1954. I ask
those who usually play for our Branch to make a note of
these dates so they can turn out.
Our Standard, with escorts and a few members of the
Branch, attended the Royal Artillery Association (Mid
Kent) Branch Annual Service at St. Paul's Church, Maid
stone, on Sunday, 30th May, 1954. Eight exService
association Standards, with escorts, were on parade. Whilst
on this subject, I take this opportunity to remind members
of the Branch that the Maidstone Joint Council of Ex
Service Associations will be attending their Annual Service
at All Saints' Church, at evensong, 6.30 p.m., on Sunday,
4th July, when our Standards and escorts will again be on
parade. There is no parade, but we do ask members and
their families to accompany our Standards on these
occasions. It is understood that pews for exServicemen and
their ladies will be reserved.
By the time these notes are read, no doubt, the 16th
Annual Reunion of the Past and Present Association will
have passed. We do hope that there will be a bumper
attendance with the 1st Bn. here in the county town. It is
a pity that they have to proceed to Germany so soon after
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ESTABLISHED IT70.

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 5016-7-8

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at
CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, CATTERICK,
RAMSEY, I.O.M.
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps
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arrival home; we are sure all would have preferred our
usual date in July when Maidstone is enfete for the County
Cricket Week.
BRANCH SWEEPSTAKE is going very well todate. As in
the past, the King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes
race has been selected for this and will be run at Ascot on
17th July. Tickets are sixpence each, and if you want to
" have a go," they can be obtained from Branch Committee
members. Closing date is 14th July, when counterfoils must
be returned, as it has been arranged for the draw to take
place on 15th July.
TENNIS.—We have again entered a team for the
" Bossom " Challenge Tennis Trophy this year. All matches
to be played at the ExServices' Club, Maidstone. We do
hope to have the services of those players who almost won
this competition last year. It is understood that there are
seven teams in all entered this year.
LONDON BRANCH DINNER AND DANCE has been laid on
for 4th September this year. Are members in favour of a
coach party being arranged. This will be discussed both at
our June and July monthly meetings. So, if you are
interested, let the Hon. Secretary know in order to have
some idea of likely numbers wanting to proceed.
REGIMENTAL HISTORY.—Have you seen the leaflet on
this and have you ordered your copy. If not, and you want
one, I advise you to apply to Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks, letting them know your name and address.
Those who attended our meeting in May will already
know how sorry we are to lose the services of Bill Hastie on
our Branch Committee. He has been a member for many
years and has done the Branch yeoman service. We all
wish him and Mrs. Hastie the very best of luck in their new
venture and, of course, hope to see and hear of them from
time to time. Mr. Sam Ludford (" Speedy ") has volun
teered to take Bill's place on the Committee.
For easy reference I tabulate our Branch forthcoming
events :—
MAKE A NOTE OF THESE DATES—

20th June : CRICKET versus the Regimental Depot,
at 2.30 p.m. Of course, our ladies are cordially
invited to join us.
4th July : ANNUAL SERVICE at All Saints' Church,
6.30 p.m. All Standards of constituent associa
tions of the Maidstone Joint Council of Ex
Service Associations and escorts will be displayed.
11th July : CRICKET versus Royal Naval Association,
at 2.30 p.m., at The Barracks.
15th July: DRAW—BRANCH SWEEPSTAKE—at
Sgts'. Mess, The Barracks, at 8 p.m.
16th July : MONTHLY MEETING, 7.45 p.m., at the
Sgts'. Mess, The Barracks.
25th July : CRICKET versus Royal Naval Association,
2.30 p.m., at The Barracks.

Subscription rates :—
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;

A
REGIMENTAL
APPOINTMENT
*

PURCELL'S(Maidstone)
have been appointed as
Tailors and Outfitters to the
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment
We will gladly give our Services
to the Regiment and trust that
members of the Regiment will
call and see us when in Maidstone
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dl(MAIDSTONE)

12 MIDDLE ROW, MAIDSTONE
TELEPHONE
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FOUNDED

PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., O.B.E.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LT.COLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E., D.L.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
DETAIL OF MEETINGS
SECRETARY
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
.... Mr. A. Smith,
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley, Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Chatham
Mr. C. J. Williams .. Major, H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
" Jutogh," 16, Beaconsfield Road, Chatham.
Second Friday of each month at T.A.
Mr. R. A. Fielder,
Catford & District .. Mr. S. J. Terry
Centre, Parish Lane, Penge.
87, Newlands Park, Sydenham, S.E.26.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Gravesend
Mr. A. Wood
Rd.,
Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
First Monday of each month.
Guernsey
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
Port.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
Mr. T. Briddock,
London
Mr. L. Remfry
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74, Cherry Tree Walk,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
West Wickham, Kent.
Third
Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m„ Ser
Q.M.S.
(O.R.S.)
A.
Waterman,
Maidstone
Mr. H. Carman
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
Sevenoaks
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
" FleurdeLys," Sandgate.
Quarterly, 1st
Shornciiffe
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Friday, Feb., May, Aug., Nov.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Tonbridge &
Major N. S. C.
Centre, Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
27, Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells
Elmslie
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Mr. C. Sayers,
6th Battalion
 Lt.Col. G. K.
Bromley.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
Reunion annually in March or April as noti
7th Battalion
Major E. Goodman Mr. T. Shepherd,
fied in Press and " Q.O.G."
492. Downham Way, Bromley, Kent.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
8th Battalion
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey
Mr. Stanford,
10th Battalion
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
11th Battalion
Mr. W. Toomber, M.M. Mr. L. W. Dawson,
19, Chesnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Meeting first Tuesday each month. Holly
Mr. F. W. Sales,
20th (London)
Mr. J. Mingay
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. G. Cockell

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/..
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

A. traditional feature of the relationship
between banker and customer is the confi
dence that each places in the other.
The Cox's & King's branch of Lloyds
Bank acts in a dual capacity. It not only
conducts the private accounts of Officers but
also, as Agents to the Army and Royal Air
Force, issues Officers' pay and allowances.
Nevertheless the usual private and confi
dential relationship between customer and
banker is fully maintained. Officers' banking
transactions are matters between the Bank
and the customer only.
On the other hand when an officer needs
confidential advice on financial matters the
Bank can bring two centuries' experience

A worthwhile contribution to Kent's
industrial effort is made by the Swan
Mill Paper Co. Ltd., makers of fine
paper products. These include:—

SOFTEX TOILET TISSUE
ELASTA AND POLKA CREPE PAPER
SWAN SERVIETTES
GARLANDS AND CARNIVAL NOVELTIES
FANCY WRAPPING PAPERS
HOUSEHOLD STATIONERY

of Service finance to the solution of his
particular problems.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED

Cox's and King's Branch
Officially appointed Agents to the Army and Royal Air Force

6 Pall Mall, London, S.W.I

Swan Mill Paper
C O M P A N Y

L I M I T E D

S W A N L E Y ,

K E N T

Telephone : SWANLEY JUNCTION

2386/2388

J677.
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