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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR

TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.L.
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBER LEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

PLEASE ENLIST

Castings for Industry

A NEW SUBSCRIBER

aircraft and other industries, STONE'S

Wellknown In the shipbuilding,

castings are also supplied to general

TO "THE DRAGON"

engineering firms — for whom an
excellent service exists. Castings of
all descriptions — in brass, bronze,

Originally Established 1896

and aluminium and magnesium alloys

Telephone 2785

FRANK J. SANGERS

— are produced under laboratory
control, with full machining facilities

(EX BUFF)

available If required.

English Butcher and Poulterer
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

Regular and prompt deliveries in this area
Purveyor of English Poultry only

114 NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY
m

Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E.

Lewis P* J*
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C.

LIE UTENANTCOLONELS
O.C., Int. Corps Centre.
O.C., 1st Bn.

Yates, G. H. A.
Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Dendy, R. H
Majendie, A. E.
Lucas, J. P
Norris, N. F. H. C. ...
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Court, D. N
Nash, J. P
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.
Iliffe, R. O., M.B.E....
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R.
Dent, J. E.
MacDonald,
W. ...
Semmence, R. G. H.
Squire, S. J., M.B.E.
Willbws, D. A.
Peckham, A. D.
Thorneycroft, F. E. ...
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.
Wilson, P. F., D.F.C.

Griffin, C. J. ..
Pirn, A. H. E.

French, B. G. J.
...
StratfordTuke, R. A. F.
Lees, H. D. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
MAJORS
West, C. T. F.
Ward, M. W
Bde. H.Q., Cyprus.
Regular Commissions Board, Westbury,, Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
G.S.O.2 (Inf.), R.A.S.C. Offrs. School. Tennent, H. C. L. ...
Davison, J. H.
D.A.A.G. Colonial Office.
Baker, R. W. M.
...
H.Q., E. Africa.

CAPTAINS—continue
Depot. H.C.B. Coy.
1st Bn.
Depot.
1st Bn.
Adjt., 1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

Depot

No. 15Travelling Wing, Salisbury.
G.S.O.2 (ops), H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
O.C., Depot.
4th Bn.
H.Q., Landenmark, Copenhagen.
&hana Regt.
Leave U.K.
2 Royal Malay Regt.
5th Bn.
Ghana Mily. Forces.
Leave U.K.
G.S.O.2, Nigeria Mil. Forces.
1st Bn.
B.M., 125 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
10 Para. Bn. (T.A.).
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Mons O.C.S.
Army Air Corps.
CAPTAINS
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

Edgecombe, G. J. B.
Lunn, J. M. ...
Lea, R.
Shephard, J. N.
Williams, R. T. P.
Reid, J. D. W.
Dewar, C. M. C.
White, J. J. ...
Boucher, S. M.

LIEUTENANTS
Depot.
. T/Capt., Adjt., Depot.
. 22 S.A.S.
1st Bn.
. Depot.
. 1st Bn.
1st Bn.
. 1st Bn.
. 1st Bn.

Cole, P. E. ..
Tarver, H. N.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.
... Depot.

Watts, E. H. F., M.B.E.
Kille, W. E
Catt, A. H.
Ransley, E. J., M.C....

Q UARTERMASTERS
... Maj., Depot.
... Maj., 4th Bn.
... Capt., 1st Bn.
... Maj., 5th Bn.

ATTACHED TO 1ST BATTALION
CHAPLAIN: Rev. J. Rhys Hughes, C.F.
MEDICAL OFFICER: Lieutenant J. T. Ireland, R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER; Major C. W. Brooke, R.A.P.C.

Short Service Commissions
Ford, E. N., M.C.
Carey, R., M.C.
Elliott, N. ...

Fakley, J. F.
Butcher, D. A. T.

MAJORS
O. i/c Records, Exeter.
11 K.A.R., East Africa.
Aldershot District.

CAPTAINS
P.S.O., H.C.B.
1st Bn.

Hodges, J. D., M.C....
Bois. H.

LIEUTENANTS
... E.R.E., Singapore.
... 1st Bn.

BurnsThomson, N. F.

2ND LIEUTENANT
... Ghana Mily. Forces

QUARTERMASTERS
Stone, J. H., Major
B.A.O.R.
Corps, J., Capt
16 Coy., R.A.S.C.
Faulkner, G. T., Lieut.
... 1st Bn.
Shilling, W.G., B.E.M., Lieut, B.A.O.R.
 Extended Service Officer

National Service Officers
LIEUTENANT
Mallalieu, P.
_
_ _
Catton, J. B
House* R. L. ...

Leave U.K.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
v a n
FA
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS—'continued
Griffiths, K. M
ParryJones, O. J. C.
Lewis, R. C
Gilchrist, A. D. B
Cope, R. H

run

...

IstBn,
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

4th Battalion
HON. COLONEL
fcoi. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.

CAPTAINS—continued
Johnson, R. F.
Howland, N. M.

MAJORS
Worts, J. B., M.C.
(Training Major)
Tilleard, J., T.D.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
Usher, J. A.
Medlicott, J. P.
Jarman, R.

LIEUTENANTS
Arnold, P. H. (L.O. 133 Inf.
Bde.)
Oliver, C. P.
Morlock, P. J.
Smallwood, P. J. C.
Brice, E. St. J.
Redfern, A. J.
Johnson, B. D. G.
Hills, A. M.
Daniel, O. R., A/Capt.

CAPTAINS
Scott, A. J.
Beaumont, M. J. P.

LIE UTENANTS—continued
Wallace, W. R. D.
Neame, C. R. B.
Hardv, J. E.
Wells', N. S.
Cook, C. P.

2ND LIIUTENANTS
Whelen, P. M.
Boyce, C. P.
QUARTERMASTER
Kille, W. E., Major
CHAPLAIN
Rev. J. H. Gore, M.A.

2ND LIEUTENANT
Griffiths, W. G.

MEDICAL OFFICER
Cassidi, F. P., Major
R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER
Hardy, G. F. E., Lieut.
R.A.P.C,

N.S. LIST
. LIEUTENANTS
Saward, R. A.
Byers, C. M.
Puxley, P. M. L.

5th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL
Col. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M.C., /.P., Ashurst Park, Tunbridge Wells.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
GardnerThorpe, R. L., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Baddeley, W. D.
Divers, B. A. J.
Daisy, L. H. W.
Crowdy, R. E. L.
Wright, R. P.
Turner, G. P.
Calvert, J. O. P.

MAJORS
Cobb, F. D. C., T.D. (2 I.C.)
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
(Training Major)
Neville, F. G., M.C., T.D.
Martin, F. H., T.D.
Robinson, C. R.
Balding, C. E. E.
Tuppen, R. C. G.
Morgan, R. J. S., M.C.

LIEUTENANTS
Moulton, J. S.
Freebairn, R. G.

LIEUTENANTS—continued
Evans, P. V.
Plunkett, H. D.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
Garnsey, G.
Dineley, G.
N.S. LIST
LIEUTENANTS
Ayling, B. W. G.
BroosriOoft, D. E. F.
Duckworth, M. W.
Masonv A. H.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Knight, D. C.
Gillett, S.
Morris, D. H. F.
QUARTERMASTER
Ransley, E. J., M.C., Major
MEDICAL OFFICER
Trede, M., Captain, R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER
Joshua, D.W., Lieut., R.A.P.C.

Staff and Command
MajorGeneral R. W.
Col. H. P. Williams, O.B.E.
Col. A/Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Craddock,
C.B.,
C.B.E.,
Col. J. G. Atkinson, O.B.E.
Chief of Staff (Col.) Federation Army,
D.S.O.
...
...
,,, M.G.A., H.Q., B.A.O.R.
Malaya.
Brig. M. P. D. Dewar, C.B.,
Brig. R. F. Parry, M.C.
Deputy Comdr; Salisbury Plain Dist.
C.B.E.
Leave U.K.
Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E., Brigade Colonel H.C.B.
Brig. F. W. B. Parry, A.D C.
Deputy Comdr. Home Counties Dist.
EMPLOYED LIST
Lieut.Col. J. F. May, M.B.E., Ministry of Supply.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Col. G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., J.P. (Training Colonel 133 Inf. Bde.) (T.A.)
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
1st Battalion
W.O. I (R.S.M.) Rose, J. R.
C/Sgt. Adlam, R.
Sgt. Bird, H.
W.O. I (B./M.) Sharpe, T. L.
C/Sgt. Cribben, R.
Sgt. Cooky G.
W.O.il (O.R.Q.M2S.) Webb, C. R. C/Sgt. Kay, M.
Sgt. Lockwood, A.
W.O.I1 (R.Q.M.S.J Day, S.
Sgt. Page, A.
Sgt. Ward, A.
WtO.II Hannaway, R, G.
Sgt. Histed, W.
Sgt. Marsh, P.
W.O.II Floyd, P.
Sgt. Bujakowski, W.. B.E.M,
Sgt. Williams, H.
W.O.il Mannering, D. C.
Sgt. Parker, E.
Sgt. Munns, R.
W.O.II Johns, P.
Sgt. Wood, R.
Sgt. Batchelor, R.
W.O.II Lyons, B.
Sgt. Winter, A.
Sgt. Dowle, J.
W.O.II Colyer, A.
Sgt. Wright, J.
Sgt. Adams, S.
W.O.II Mills, D. A.
Sgt. Yuill, N.
Sgt. James, A.
C/Sgt. Larkin, F.
Sgt. Pooley, L.
Sgt. Underhill J
C/Sgt. VD.M.) Simmonds, R. V.
Sgt. Hansen, T.
Sgt. Speaight, P
C/Sgt. Vaughan, F.
Sgt. Haylett, R.
Sgt. Wells, J.
C/Sgt. Harrison, W.
Sgt. Miller, C.
Sgt. Fisk, P.
C/Sgt. Bryant, A.
Sgt. Rodmell, F.
Sgt. Jephcott, J.
W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Shannon, R.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Kennard, C.
W.O.II (C.S,.M.) Champion, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Newman, P.
C.Q.M.S. Smith A.
PERMANENT STAFF
W.O. I (R.S.M.) White, H.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Denny, F.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Gaskill, I. D.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Harris, F.
Sgt. Porter, J.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Harwood, E.
W.QJI (C.S.M. White, R.

C.Q.M.S. Forster, R.
Sgt. Chinnery, J. A.
Sgt. Naylor, D.
Sgt. Parker, B.
Sgt. Middleton, J.

Depot The Buffs
Sgt. Athawes, H.
Sgt. Parker, S. E.
Sgt.Stoakes, A.
Sgt. Coombs, A.
Sgt. Streeter, E.

4th Battalion (T.A.)
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Antrichan, G.
Sgt. Housden, A.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Williams, E.
Sgt. Ellis, A.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Percival, F.
Sgt. Hall, Y.
C/Sgt. Trinkwon, A.
Sgt. Scott, G.
C/Sgt. Chidwick, E.
Sgt. Cope, H.
C/Sgt. Wraight, S.
Sgt. Hazzard, E.
C/Sgt. Cole, L.
Sgt. Hunt, E.
Sgt. Babbage, W.
Sgt. Drury, F.
Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. Smith, C.
Sgt. Allen, A.
Sgt. Noyes, H.
Sgt. Jones, K.
Sgt. Feaver, B.
Sgt. Smith, W.
Sgt. Cowles, P.

ATTACHED
W.O.II Clay, A., B.E.M. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Gould, F. (R.A.P?C.)
Sgt. Arnold, J. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Sherman, K. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Smith, J. (R.A.O.C.)
Sgt. Wallace, J. (A.C.G.)
S/Sgt. McCormick. S. '(A.C.C.)
S/I France, H. (A.P.T.C.)
Sgt. Fields, P. (R.A.E.C.)
Sgt. Woodford, R. (R.A.E.C.)
ATTACHED
S.S.I. Lett, P. (A.P.T.C.)
Sgt. Perry, A. C. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Waltham, E. C. (R.A.P.C.)

Sgt. Cherry, D.
Sgt. Packham, J.
Sgt. Eccles, A.
Sgt. (D./M.) Pattenden, R.
Sgt. Gardner, A.
ATTACHED
Sgt. Saunders, H. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Castle, G. (R.A.M.C.)
Sgt. Chambers, G. (A.C.C.)

5th Battalion (T.A.)
W.O.II Dunstall, A.
Sgt. Barker, W.
W.O.II Sinclair, L.
Sgt. Todd, H.
W.O. I. Green, F. J.
C/Sgt. Banham, J.
Sgt. Burton, F.
W.O.II Jephcott, H.
C/Sgt. Bond, E.
Sgt. Bradford, R.
W.O.II Ellis, D. T.
C/Sgt. Giles, J.
Sgt. Cozens, L.
Sgt. Edwards, T. C.
C/Sgt. Hurlow, R.
Sgt. Dennis, R.
Sgt. Wagstaff, A. E. T.
C/Sgt. Port, H.
Sgt. Turner, E.
Sgt. Billett, S. W.
Sgt. Smith, S.
C/Sgt. Winter, F.
Sgt. Noy, A.
Sgt. Kinnear, P.
Sgt. (D./M.) Rye, P.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Sgt. Ashby, G.
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Morsman. W. G.
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Simpson, B E Sgt. Daisy, L.
Sgt. Kennett, A.
W.O.II Philpott, T.
Sgt. Mauger, C.
Sgt. Stockdale, J.
W.O.II Rogers, W.
Sgt. Cummins, P.
Sgt. Christian, W.
W.O.II Lillicrap, S.
Sgt. Dennis, P.
Sgt. Overton, H
W.O.II Gabriel, J.
Sgt. Sayers, F.
Sgt. Pottle, A.
W.O.II Ballard, G.
Sgt. Erridge, D.
Sgt. Joiner, W.
PERMANENT STAFF

Sgt. Mirams, D,
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Isaacs, A.
Sgt. Burton, A.
Sgt. Cooper, E.
Sgt. Bridges, W.
Sgt. Johnson, B.
Sgt. Whittall, S.
Sgt. Joy, H.
ATTACHED

W.O.II Austin, A. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Collins, D. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. King, C. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Turner, R. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Ingmire.C. (R.A.M.C.)

Regimental Appointments
Chairman: Regimental Committee
Brig. F. W. B. Parry A.D.C.
Executive Committee
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
| Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
Curator: Regimental Museum
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs
I Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles
Executive Committee
Editor: The Dragon
Battalion Addresses
1st Battalion, British Forces Post Office 69
4th Battalion (T.A.), Chaucer Barracks, Canterbury
5th Battalion (T.A.), .T.A, Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER F. W. B. PARRY, A.D.C.

Secretary: LIBUT.COI . E. V. ARGLES.

BRANCHES
1.
2.
3.
4.

Branch
1st Bn., The Buffs
4th Bn., The Buffs
5th Bn., The Buffs
ASHFORD

5.

LONDON

6

DOVER

7.

WEALD

8.

MEDWAY

9.

SlTTlNGBOURNE

10.

RAMSGATE

11.

MAR.GATE

12.
13.

HYTHE
CANTERBURY

14.

HERNE BAY

15.

FOLKESTONE

16. SANDWICH
17.
18.

FAVERSHAM
BRIGHTON

19. DENMARK
20. SOUTHEAST
DORSET

Chairman
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
SecondinCommand
Mr. A. Mills

Secretary
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
R.S.M.
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House
Godfrev Walk, Ashford, Kent.
Mr. H. J. Scott, 1A Farnan Road, Streatham
London, S.W.16

Meeting Dates and Places

First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall,
Newtown Road.
Third Saturday in each month, The Cran
Mr. L. King
bourne,! Upper St. Martin's Lane,Leicester
Square, W.C.2, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mavfield Avenue,
Second Thursday in each month. Drill
Mr. T. Noakes
Dover.
Hall, Liverpool Street
Lt.Col. J. E. Clarke, M.B.E. Mr. p. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday in
each rr.cnth, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Dclce Road,
Mr. F. J. Cox
Third Saturday in each mcnth, The Two
Rochester.
Brewers, High Street, Rochester, 8 p.m.
Mr. J. Read, 3 Murston Road, Sittingbourne First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Col. D. J. Dean,
V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P.
Crown Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. J. R. Hogben, 189 St. Luke's Avenue,
Third Friday ,jn each month, Freemason's
Mr. J. Johnson
Ramsgate
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Major R. C. G. Tuppen, 112 Dane Valley
Major W. T. Jarman
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall,
Road, Margate
Victoria Rofid, 8 p.m.
In abeyance.
Major H. E. Chambers, 59 Hillside Avenue,
Mr. R. Barham
Fourth Friday in each month, Drill Hall
Canterbury
Canterbury 5118
St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Mr. W. Thundow
Second Monday in each month, British
Bay
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent
Mr. W. Brunger
Second Friday, in each month, Guildhall
Folkestone.
Hotel, 8 p.nj.
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich.
Major F. W. Tomlinson
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
In abeyance.
Mr. W. Kinscy, 44 Rotherfield Crescent,
Capt. M. de J. Creswick
Third Monday in each month, R.E. Record
Brighton.
Social Club, The College, DitchJing Road,
Brighton. 8 p.m.
Mr P. BERENDT, Ostergade 22, Copen
Major W. M. Iversen,
First Tuesday in months October—May, Re«.
hagen K.
K.D.. M.V.O.
taurant Josty. Pile AIM 14A, Copenhagen.
Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham,
Major C. W. Warren
Third Thursday in each month, Wvke Hotel,
Weymouth.
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m.
The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to ail who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1.
Annual Membership: Officers 5/. Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/.

LADIES' GUILD
President: MRS. V. BOUCHER

1.

Branch
LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. M. E. Odell

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3.

FOLKESTONE

Mrs. Coote

4.

MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5. SITTINOBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

6. CANTERBURY

Mrs. E. V. Argles.

7.

Mrs, L, P, Critchley

RAMSQATP

Secretary
Mrs. J. Tucker, 12 Chestnut Close, Oak
wood, London, N.14.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, The Queen's
Head, 2 Mgrsham Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, 6.30 p.m.
Mrs. Wraight, 93 Markland Road, Dover.
First Thursday in each month, Belgrave
Hall, Belgrave Road, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone. Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road,
Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Gillingham, Kent.
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Mrs. E. Farrington, 28 Commonwealth
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Close, Sittingbourne.
Crown Quay Lane, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Mrs. U. H. B. Alexander, Little Acres,
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Littlebourne, Canterbury.
St. Peter's Lane, 3 p.m.
Mrs. J. Fuller, 153 Newington Road,
First Fridav in each month, Drill Hall.
Ramsgate.
Willsons Road, 7.30 p .m,
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
67/68 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S.W.1.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.

Don't be vagueAsk for

Such a warmhearted whisky—and so smooth

PLAYER'S
Britain's
best liked
cigarettes
They taste better 
that's why
[NCC 282W |
1/59 _ 1 Printed in Great Britain

SUPPLEMENT No. 1PAGE ONE

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES.
67/68 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S.W.1.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504.

BY APPOINTMENT TO
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Editorial

T

HE Colonel of the Regiment has asked H.E.
The Danish Ambassador to convey to our
ColonelinChief his concern at His Majesty's
illness. The news that the ColonelinChief is res
ponding to treatment will have been received by all
in the Regiment with much relief, and with humble
duty we wish His Majesty a speedy and complete
recovery.
*

*

*

We were pleased to receive a Christmas Card in
colour, showing the Royal Danish Life Guards on
parade outside Amelienborg Palace, from the Chief
AidedeCamp on behalf of the ColonelinChief
in reply to the greeting sent by the Chairman and
members of the Past and Present Association.
*

*

*

*

Among the County newspapers we are pleased
to receive each week is the Kent Messenger, which
we congratulate on its 100th birthday, and express
our appreciation for the cooperation we have
always enjoyed from the paper.
*

*

Another interesting publication is a three
hundred page history of 5th British Infantry
Division (19391945). The story of the famous
"Y" Division will be published in March, and all
those interested in reserving a copy should write
to Lieut.Col. Bill van Namen, Huntley and
Palmers Ltd., Reading, Berks.

*

Major David Court was lately received by
Colonel Freiesleben, Commanding the Royal
Danish Life Guards and by Colonel Krabbe, his
ChiefofStaff, and on behalf of The Buffs presented
an engraved silver cigarette box in commemoration
of their 300th Anniversary. Major Court writes
that when he was invited for drinks to the apart
ments of the Field Officers of the Guard, the box
was in use there.
*

Major Gregory Blaxland (The Tout) has written
and published a book to commemorate Tom Glasse,
Esq., late Master of The East Kent Hunt. The
Colonel of the Regiment has kindly reviewed the
book for our readers, it is printed at the Kentish'
Gazette Office and sells at 6/8 post free. The Tout
will resume his articles Round East Kent in March.

*

Another 100th anniversary this month is that of
the opening of Wellington College, Berkshire, a
school renowned for its Army traditions.

It may not be generally known that The Royal
West African Frontier Force Dinner Club for
Officers who have served at any time in the
R W.A.F.F. meets each year, normally in October.
Life membership of the Club is 10/. The Chairman,
General Sir Lashmer Whistler, is most anxious
that as many as possible should gather together.
Lieut.Col. G. BlackbourneKane, Bisterne, Nor
mandy, Surrey, will be pleased to answer enquiries
for membership.

BIRTH
WEBBER.—On 28th December, 1958, at Ootaca

mund, to Rosemary Evelyn (nee Maundrell) and
Captain James William Webber, The Parachute
Regiment, Defence Services Staff College,
Wellington, Nilgiris, South India—a son (David
Robert) a brother for Michael.

Tttfi DRAGON
DEATHS
LEWIS.—On January 3rd, 1959, at Seale, Surrey, in
her 88th year, Maude Louisa Lewis, widow of
Major E. H. Lewis, late 21st Lancers, dearly
loved mother of Betty, Peter and John.
HASLER.—On

12th January, 1959, at Larkhill
House, Tetbury, Gloucestershire, Edith Gwen
dolin, the widow of Brigadier General Julian
Hasler.
*

*

*

Personalia
UFFS were among those honoured in the New
Year list. Major General R. W. Craddock,
C.B.E., D.S.O., was made C.B. He has been
appointed to the War Office from April this year.
*

*

*

Mr. A. Argrave who for fifty years has tailored
Buffs, received the B.E.M., an honour which will
give much pleasure. Major W. B. Salmon, once
Bandmaster The Buffs, and now Director of Music
Royal Artillery was made M.B.E. To all these we
offer our sincere congratulations. Congratulations
also to Major J. C. D. Jarrad, Royal Fusiliers,
whom many of us knew as Brigade Adjutant at
Canterbury a few years ago, on being made M.B.E.
*

*

*

We congratulate too, Brigadier R. F. Parry on
Substantive rank and Major P. F. Wilson to Field
rank. Also Captain and Mrs. J. W. Webber on the
birth of a son.
*

*

*

*

4c

Another death we are particularly sad to refer
to, is that of Sgt. Pullinger who was an In Pensioner
at The Royal Hospital, Chelsea, where he went in
August, 1951. He was 83 and served in the Regi
ment from 1908 to 1919. He always enjoyed a
visit to the Depot for the annual Remembrance
Service.
*

*

4s

4«

4s

4s

Major General H. de R. Morgan and his son
John have flown to South Africa where they will
spend about six weeks. They hope to see various
cousins whilst there.
4s

4s

4s

We regret to announce the death of Mrs. E. G.
Hasler, whose husband, Brigadier General Julian
Hasler, served with the 1st Battalion in the First
World War and was killed in April, 1915, whilst in
command of the 11th Brigade. He was one of the
best loved officers in the Army.
4s

1959
Feb. 14.

Mar.
April

June
Aug.

*

Lieut. P. Mallalieu who has been serving with
the 1st Battalion on a National Service Commission
has been granted a Regular Commission and will
join The Middlesex Regiment, there being no
vacancy in the Buffs. Both Regiments, however,
are in the Home Counties Brigade.

4c

Major Francis Morgan sends news of Buffs in
Kenya where he spent a month on duty recently.
He saw Colonel and Mrs. Rowe, Major and Mrs.
John Lucas, and Major and Mrs. Hugh Collins.
Hugh Collins runs the Nakuru Cricket team for
whom Major Tony Gay also plays. Captain M.
W. Ward also had a spell in Nairobi on leave and
met Major and Mrs. Rex Carey, Captain Robin
Dalgliesh, Captain and Mrs. Roger Pilcher, and
Mr. and^Mrs. Mike Courtney.

*

We regret to Record the death of Lieut.Col. P.
J. Lewis's mother and offer our sympathy to him
and to his brother and sister.
*

4s

*

We are glad to know that Major L. J. Williams
has left hospital and is at home where we hope he
will soon regain Ml health.
*

Mr. P. J. Raine, for many years Sergeants Mess
Caterer at the Depot wishes to be remembered to
all old friends. He is now serving in the W.D.
Constabulary at Shoeburyness.

Oct.

4s

4s

Future Events

REGIMENTAL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES,
REGIMENTAL H.Q. 10.45 A.M.
24. (about). 1ST BATTALION ARRIVE AT SOUTH
HAMPTON.
14. BRIGHTON BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER,
ARLINGTON HOTEL, 6.30 P.M.
1112. BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY SPRING MEET
ING, ROYAL ST. GEORGE'S.
25. WEST COUNTRY BUFFS LUNCHEON, CASTLE
HOTEL, TAUNTON.
10. DRAGON CLUB DINNER, UNITED SERVICE
CLUB.
30July 5. REGIMENTAL CRICKET WEEK. DEPOT.
17. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK. ST.
LAWRENCE GROUND.
9. REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AND REUNION.
10. 6TH (S) BATTALION DINNER, TALBOT
RESTAURANT, LONDON. TICKETS FROM
MR. R. W. BILLINGS, 14 HORNFAIR RD.,
LONDON, S.E.7.
16. OFFICERS' REGIMENTAL DINNER, CON
NAUGHT ROOMS.

THE

DRAGON

[Kentish Gazette]

Mr. A. Argrave, B.E.M.

in C. Eastern Command, the G.O.C. Home
Counties District and the Colonel of the Regiment.
He hopes that the senders of so many congrat
ulations, which have given him so much pleasure,
will accept this as his thanks, as he finds it difficult
to reply individually.

M

R. Argrave as so many Buffs know him in
his shop. He has asked us to say how much
he appreciates the very many telegrams and
letters of congratulations he has received on his
honour. They include messages from the G.O.C.

Buffs Ball, Dover

IN SOME REMEMBRANCE
will you send a donation to

T

HE 5th Battalion is holding an Officers' Ball
at the Town Hall, Dover, on Friday, 27th
February, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. The Ball is under
the patronage of the Mayors of Dover and Deal,
and is the first of its kind to be held in the Town for
many years.

It is hoped that the Ball will be supported by all
Buffs, whether Regular or Territorial, and their
friends. Tickets, price 15/, are obtainable from the
Drill Halls at Dover and Deal, and from Battalion
HQ Westwood, Broadstairs, Kent,

THE LEAGUE OF
REMEMBRANCE (19141945)
Pat ronin Chief

H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER
Founded in 1914 to assist the widows and
dependants of officers of the three Services, and
the Nursing Services, who work happily making
Hospital Dressings. They receive a grantinaid for
their services.

32 GREAT ORMOND ST., LONDON, W.C.I.

(Registered under the War Charities Act)
Full particulars on application to the Secretary

at the aboye address.
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THE DRAGON
On December 17th, the officers held a guest
night and Major Martin ffrench Blake was dined
out on his leaving the Regiment. After dinner, he
was presented with an interesting pottery beer mug,
specially selected for him by the Commanding
Officer, but unfortunately it did not survive the
evening. Major ffrench Blake has now handed over
"C" Comapny at Dhala to Captain John Grugeon,
and is now in Aden waiting for an air passage home.
It is very sad to say goodbye to him and we wish
him the very best of luck in civilian life. We also
say farewell to 2/Lieut. Alan Cathery who has
completed his National Service.
Life for "C" Company at Dhala has been quiet
but they have covered a lot of ground this month
patrolling into the Jebel Jehaf, the scene of "A"
Company's action last April, Three convoys were
run to Dhala this month, but they were only
noticeable for the delays caused by a large number
of broken front springs and by one large armoured
car of the Life Guards going over the side of the
Khurieba Pass. This last accident was caused by a
part of the track giving way under the comparatively
heavy weight of the vehicle; fortunately at that
place it had not far to fall and only one man was
injured.
Christmas celebrations started on the 20th with
a Christmas Draw and Dance in the Warrant
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. which was a most
enjoyable function. On the 22nd the officers held
a small dance in the Mess. This was thoroughly
well run by Major Graham Semmence, who also
did the lion's share of the decorating himself,
making a most effective night club atmosphere
which was greatly appreciated by certain younger
officers in the later stages of the party. The band
led by Mr. Sharpe excelled itself and was much
appreciated. Incidentally, the officers' drill parade
the following morning was not a roaring success.
The children's party on the 23rd was held in and
very well organized by the Warrant Officers' and
Sergeants' Mess. Mrs. Edlmann and her helpers
kindly purchased a good selection of presents,
C.S.M. Johns conducted his "magic" with his
usual skill and C/Sgt. Adlam made an excellent
Father Christmas, arriving in splendour on a camel.
The Padre, John RhysHughes, conducted a
number of appropriate services over the Christmas
period, which were well attended. In particualr,
his Carol party which toured barracks complete
with lanterns and a host of children on the 23rd
was much appreciated.
Due to our Internal Security commitments and
also due to the small size of the men's dining hall,
Christmas dinner was spread over two days—
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The messing
staff under Captain Don Butcher did wonders and

1st Battalion

L

IFE has been compara
tively quiet this month
except for the Adjutant,
Captain Cecil West, and for
Christmas. The Adjutant,
poor chap, has been churning
out a mass of paper connected
with our move to Germany,
the local Internal Security
situation, the arrival of the
Northamptons early next
month and the Trooping in
January. Christmas was cele
brated noisily and successfully.
Early in the month, "A"
Company joined "B" Com
pany in Singapore Lines from Little  Aden,
occupying tents which initially had no lighting,
However, it did not take them long to establish
themselves. They are now therefore on the spot
for the rehearsals for the Trooping and for their
Internal Security role, and it is pleasant to Lave a
mess full of our own officers.
The parades for the Trooping (fixed for 15th
January on the Crescent ground) take place daily
at an early hour, to the inconvenience of some, and
marked progress is being made. The officers' sword
drill shows some improvement under the expert
direction of R.S.M. Hillier of The Welsh Guards
who is kindly loaned to us for a few hours daily
by the Aden Protectorate Levies.
The Internal Security situation has been very
quiet this month, but with the Legislative Council
elections taking place in early January, there has
been a lot of planning activity and there is even a
promise of possible action.
The form of our move to Dortmund in Germany
is now taking shape. The Battalion will not stage
at all in England, but will reassemble in Dortmund
by early April after varying periods of home leave.
A lot of the advance party will be found from those
already in England, but certain key persons will fly
home from here in January and early February;
the change in climate for them will be very notice
able, and some people have misgivings about it.
The Northamptpns' advance company group and
advance party now arrive very early in January;
in fact the seaborne element arrives on New Year's
Day, which is always liable to make things difficult.
The company group will go to Little Aden, and to
make room for them "D" Company have moved
into the Transit Camp.
[4]
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THE D1
they are all to be congratulated on producing such
excellent food. As usual, the Officers, Warrant
Officers, and Sergeants provided the hardworking
waiters and barmen; this was also demonstrated
when they took round "gunfire" on Christmas
morning, although their arrival on this occasion
was not quite so welcome.
Miss Allcock, of the W.V.S., ran an excellent
Christmas Draw in the N.A.A.F.I., together with
various other forms of entertainment, and there
was also a film show and a band concert to help
amuse those whose pockets had long since emptied.
On the three days immediatley after Christmas
an interplatoon knockout football competition
was held. In the final, 5 platoon of "B" Company
convincingly defeated the M.T. Platoon. Mrs.
Edlmann kindly presented the prizes, This com
petition was rudely interrupted on Boxing Day by
an alleged football match between the Officers and
the Sergeants. The result of this match was inde
cisive, but the party that followed in the Officers'
Mess was remarkable, if only judged by the stack
of empty beer cans at the end.
With the cooler weather upon us, swimming has
taken back seat. A tennis tournament is in progress
the Battalion football team is holding its own well
in the local league and the hockey team is most
enthusiastic although unfortunately not blessed
with victories. The officers defeated a team from
the Aden Protectorate Levies at squash, for which
match Lieut. Maurice Dewar was mercifully
hurriedly flown from Dhala.
In the basketball league we look like holding
third place; in the boxing championships we came
second to the Prince of Wales' Own. At table
tennis, Pte. Munday of "H.Q." Company won the
Colony singles title and received the cup from H.E.
The Governor.
And so, with 1959, we move into our last month.
A lot remains to be done, but the doing of it will
be something to remember as we steam into South
hampton on or soon after February 25th.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
Our unofficial and selfawarded title of "Air Portable
Company" seems doubly justified this month after the
quickest move in the author's memory. We left Little Aden
in a cloud of dust, not very difficult to achieve, and arrive
in Singapore Lines puffing hard. Surprisingly enough, we
lost no soldiers, kit or stores and are now comfortably
established in the area previously occupied by 15 Field
Ambulance. It had become apparent that there was so much
to be done in the Battalion that we could not play our full
part if we remained in Little Aden and so the Company
Commander wisely insisted that we move. Although one
or two remarks such as: "I can't make out whether it's
Sheffield Wednesday or Christmastime" could be heard at
the time, it is certainly delightful to be back with the Bat
talion and, so to speak, with one's own kith and kin.

We are now taking our full share of guards and duties and
in all quarters of the camp men of the Company can be seen
fetching and carrying, standing by and standing guard.
Preparations for the move are in full swing and a good
number of inspections are being carried out to see that we
are properly kitted out for the move. It is not altogether
surprising to come across a purplefaced and perspiring
platoon wearing flannel shirts, pullovers and battledress
parading outside the stores. The keeneared can hear the
following sort of conversation going on in the Company
Office:
COMPANY 2 i/c: "Now, ColourSergeant, we really must
start thinking about what sort of stores we are going to
pack in which boxes and whether we have got all the boxes
we need".
COLOURSERGEANT: "I have already packed the lot, Sir".
COMPANY 2 i/c: "Oh!....".

Quite true, too. L/Cpl. Collins has cut some admirable
stencils and L/Cpl. Yettiger and Pte. Coddington have
produced the most smartly painted boxes imaginable.
The rest of our time is taken up by practice parades for
the Trooping the Colour Parade next month, weapon training
and sport. All ranks enjoy the proximity of Aden and there
seems to be a great deal of shopping going on judging by
the amount of credits being drawn out.
A good number of men have taken leave in Kenya,
L/Cpl. Vettiger, Ptes. Sims, Topper, Lane, Morgan, Richard
son, Boosey, Heyburn and McCarthy being the last to go
under the present scheme. Those who were never lucky
enough to have their names drawn out of the hat can at least
console themselves with the thought that they have just
that much more leave at home.
We have unfortunately lost several men in the last month.
L/Cpl. Bartley and Ptes. Pearce and Green 19 have been
released from wholetime service and we wish them all
good fortune on their return to civilian life. We hope they
will keep in touch with us. Ptes. Spice and Shaw have gone
home for treatment and we look forward to having them
back with us when they are quite well and we are in a
healthier climate. Pte. MeanwellTodd has left on transfer
to the Parachute Regiment and, however we may arrive on
the battlefield in the future, we hope he will remember the
training he received with the Company. Ptes. Watkins 00
and Stone have gone to the M.T. Platoon and can be seen
driving around ignoring the cries of "Petrol feet" as they
pass our lines. Pte. Payne thought he was going to be H.Q.
Company Clerk but he was whipped into the Orderly Room
quicker than you can say "Stencil"! Pte. Richardson has
gone to the Sergeants' Mess, a welcome reinforcement at
this season. Lieut. Bois and Pte. Stubbs have gone on a
very hushhush affair and we hope to see them back with us
one day complete with cloak and dagger, Arabian pattern.
All of which only goes to show what a great deal of talent
we have in the Company.
Ptes. Gisby 94, Hatcher and Cini have been in hospital
and we hope to see them all quite well again soon.
Our solitary arrival is Pte. Blake, who has come from
H.Q. Company. We welcome him and feel sure that the
proverb "Fair exchange is no robbery" will be borne out
by his coming. Another arrival, although rather a relative
one, is a son for Pte. Jarmaine, born in Bromley. Con
gratulations to the new father.
It now only remains to wish all past and present members
of the Company a very happy Christmas and all good
fortune in the coming year.

THfi DRAGON
"BM

COMPANY

December has found us well away from our traditional
environment of cold and snow; for the majority of the
Company it has been our first and also, we hope, our last
Christmas in the sun. This, however, did not prevent our
celebrating Christmas in the approved manner, although
owing to I.S. commitments our Christmas Day was the 24th
December. An excellent dinner of turkey was provided, and
greatly enjoyed by all. The Company was woken up on
Christmas morning by C.S.M. Floyd and his merry men of
the Sergeants' Mess; "Gunfire" made a pleasant change
from the normal routine. One or two complaints, though,
were forthcoming about a certain demobhappy Sergeant
who was wielding a fiendishly noisy rattle with devastating
effect; it was felt by some that this was not the sort of thing
to have on the morning after the Christmas celebration of
the night before. So much for Christmas.
Operationally, this has been a very quiet month. No. 6
Platoon provided one section, together with one of "A"
Company, under overall command of 2/Lieut. House, as
close escort for a convoy to Dhala; also we have continued
to fulfil our normal I.S. commitments.
Training this month has consisted generally of a little of
the inevitable boxdrill, of which No. 6 Platoon, under
Lieut. White and Sgt. Winter, gave a demonstration for the
benefit of the R.A.S.C., and some shooting in preparation
for the forthcoming L.M.G. classifications. L/Cpl. Godden
is to be congratulated on being selected for the Battalion
shooting team in the Middle East Trophy Shoot. The major
item on the training programme, however, has been an
enormous number of rehearsals for the Trooping the Colour
Parade in January; even the Officers have their own little
drill parades now!
We were pleased to welcome Major Thorneycroft back
from his course and leave in England, looking considerably
whiter than when last we saw him. The Company 2 i/c,
Capt. "Cowboy" Davison, is now out of hospital, and is
shortly returning to England, complete with sixshooter
and Winchester, to ride new prairies; we wish him happy
hunting. We have also lost C.S.M. "Crash" Hannaway,
who has been "B" Company C.S.M. since the Company was
reformed in Dover last January, and before that in Ger
many, and Pte. Martin of No. 4 Platoon. The former has
been appointed Battalion Drill Sergeant, and the latter is
now a civlian (lucky man). We wish them both the best of
luck in the future. ? Our new C.S.M. is SergeantMajor
Floyd, late of "D" Company; we hope he had a happy stay
in "B" Company, and are now carefully watching him, to
find out exactly how much hair we can have before he notices,
and to collect some ifew sayings with which to replace those
made immortal by the previous occupier of his illustrious
post.
With regard to sport, the Company has again had a
successful football month; two Company games have been
played, against 2 Company R.A.S.C. and H.Q. Company,
both of which the Company won 2—1. Our congratulations
go to No. 5 Platoon on winning the Battalion InterPlatoon
Knockout Football Competition over the Christmas
period. In beating the M.T. Platoon 5—0 in the final, they
avenged the defeat of No. 6 Platoon by the M.T. in the sem
final, and of No. 4 Platoon also by the M.T. in the second
round. No. 6 Platoon lost by 6—0 to the M.T., and No. 4
Platoon were unlucky enough to lose on corners, when goals
were equal at 4 each. A combined "B" and "A" Company
team was entered in a 6 x 1 mile road relay race at Khor
maksar, but we regret to say they met with little success.
"C" COMPANY
As Christmas draws nearer it is again time to write of our
activities during the last month. It has once more been a

period of interest and exertion both inside and outside camp.
At the same time some are apparently suffering from the
continual confinement and lack of civilisation; to them we
extend our sympathy, hoping that they will withstand just
a few more weeks away from the bright lights! Generally
speaking, however, the Company continues to enjoy itself.
At the beginning of the month we became the first British
troops to cross the Jebel Jehaf feature from East to West.
With Captain Grugeon leading, we commenced the ascent
of the Jebel itself at six o'clock one morning. The march
lasted for eight hours, during which time it is estimated
that we covered about fifteen miles of some of the roughest
country in the world. Four very able members of the Medical
Corps, who marched with us, were of great assistance,
both in their own task and in giving a helping hand where
necessary. Unfortunately Pte. Stevens was taken ill, and
had to be flown to hospital. The promptness with which
this was carried out was particularly impressive. We are
glad that he has now recovered and is back with the
Company.
On arriving at our destination, Karad, we were met by
Lieut.Colonel Briggs, of the A.P.L., who commanded the
operation. He expressed his thanks and congratulations.
After an excellent and much needed meal, served under the
direction of 2/Lieut. Cathery and Sgt. Miller, we returned
to camp by transport.
A late reveille the following morning made the dogs' efforts
well worthwhile!
Perhaps the only other outing worthy of mention is that
carried out by No. 9 Platoon in conjunction with the
Government Guards. On the night of December 7th an
ambush was laid inside camp by No. 7 Platoon under Sgt.
Parker. The object was to catch Arabs, who it was shspected,
intended to break in. It may be described as a successful
failure, for though none were prevented from escaping, they
had to withdraw with such rapidity that several telltale
articles of clothing were left caught upon the wire. Con
sequently, file Government Guards with No. 9 Platoon's
assistance were able to track down seven suspects on the
following day.
Apart from this, fatigues inside camp have kept us con
stantly busy. Much attention has been devoted to the
erection of a new N.A.A.F.I. It is in all respects a great
improvement, having the atmosphere of a distinguished
J. Lyons "Corner House" as opposed to the previous dingy
air of a transport cafe. The added luxury of tabletennis and
two dartboards complete the picture.
For some time now we have seen no films, consequently
the C.S.M. in an attempt to brighten a Saturday evening,
gave a magical display. He was aided by Sgt. Parker and
Bdsm. Rayner, an accordionist from the Band; and abetted
by Pte. Sheehan, who sang, and Pte. Marks who, with his
clowning, almost stole the show. It is a great pity that not
more of the Company are willing to show their talents on
such occasions.
Departures recently have been quite numerous—L/Cpl.
Vanner has left to become the C.O.'s batman; Pte. Carnell
has returned to Yorkshire, and two members of each platoon
have gone to Singapore Lines to represent the Company in
the Trooping the Colour Parade. Pte. Weatherly of H.Q.
Company joined us for a brief period, whilst 2/Lieut.
Cathery has left for the bright lights of Brighton.
The Mortar Section under Cpl. Burton has departed and
been replaced by a predominantly pipesmoking M.M.G.
Section under Sgt. Speaight.
Now we only await the coming of Christmas, which,
though seeming a little out of place on account of the climate,
will provide a short and needed rest, we hope!
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Since "A" Company's departure in somewhat indecent
haste, we are now on our own. January will see us installed
in the Transit Camp and Little Aden devoid of all Buffs.
This month we said goodbye to C/Sgt. Vaughan and we
wish him every good fortune in H.Q. Company. Our Grey
hound Tutt has been to Mombasa and back. All we get
is a nostalgic long drawn sigh whenever Nyali Leave is
mentioned1.
In the entertainment world the B.P. put on a wonderful
Pantomime entitled Aladdin, which was a roaring, success,
twentyfive free seats being donated to the Company.
C.S.M. Colyer was last seen heading back stage where,
"with a little bit of bloomin' luck", he hoped to buy four
slave girls complete with yashmaks and oriental mysticism,
if nothing.else!
Sunray was in the news when he commanded the Guard of
Honour for H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester's recent visit.
Although the Festive Season is upon us again, the only
Yuletide Tog likely to be seen is that kept by the Orderly
Officer. We conclude by wishing everyone a Happy New
Year.
*

*

#

M.M.G. PLATOON

During the past month the Platoon has been all together
in Little Aden training for the Machine Gun Concentration
and Cup Shoots. Although in training we had some very
good scores, the final competition scores did not come up to
expectations, but we are keeping our fingers crossed and
hoping that we have a better score than the others who
entered for it.
In the first week of December, Sgt. Speaight and his
section returned to Dhala, where they will stay until our
"tour" is finished.
Cpl. Bannister returned from Netheravon with a "B".
He is to be congratulated on his result as he came to us as a
Battalion P.T. Instructor. Cpl. Anderson followed Cpl.
Bannister on the Course and we all wish him luck and also
hope he gomes back to us with a good result.
In closing, we would like to wish all past and present
members a Happy New Year, and we hope we shall see
some of the old faces on our return home.
#

*

*

MORTAR PLATOON

This month finds us once again back to our old arrange
ment with No. 1 Section in Little Aden and No. 2 Section
up at Dhala, where it will stay until we hand over to the 1st
Battalion The Northamptonshire Regiment at the end of
January.
Our tents up at Dhala have already taken on a festive air,
being well decorated with Christmas cards, and with Christ
mas wrapping paper replacing the News of the World as
lining for shelves. Most of the Section up here seem to be
gloating over parcels, which of course out here have more
than their usual significance.
We have had to say goodbye this month to another of
our old stalwarts, Pte. Shepherd, a driver from No. 2
Section. We will all miss his abundant cheerfulness, and
wish him all the very best of luck as a civilian. Any day now
we are expecting Sgt. James to return to us after fortytwo
days' U.K. leave. There will be no need to ask him whether
he had a good time. Sgt. Miller is still doing Acting C.Q.M.S.
for "C" Company, but manages to keep an eye on the
Platoon.
To all Buffs, past and present, and especially to all mortar
men, a Very Happy New Year from us all.

ANTITANK PLATOON

This month opens on a busy note, Twothirds of the
Platoon are involved in the rehearsals for the Trooping the
Colour Parade.
Meanwhile, all our guns and stores have had a face lift
and our efforts are being heartened by the news of our
impending move home, and prospects of substantial leave.
After a long lapse, the football team will get into action
over Christmas for the Battalion title. Perhaps the Lepre
chaun will be on our side this time.
We wish Pte. Gorman the very best of luck on his return
to civilian life, but nevertheless hope we shall see him back
again in Germany.
Pte. Taylor has relieved Pte. Sheehan at Dhala, where
L/Cpl. Pay has manfully kept the Platoon flag flying.
*
*
*
H.Q. COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.
With 1959 now just around the corner, members of
Company H.Q. join together in the wish "Happy New Year
to All". The majority, I'm sure, will not be sorry to kiss
1958 in Aden "Goodbye".
Hangovers from Christmas are slowly departing (although
they will probably be revived by New Year's Eve cele
brations !), but between drooping eyelids we are now sobering
up to the fact that our departure from Aden back to
"Blighty's Beeezes" is now fast approaching. So, in common
with the rest of the Battalion we are now wielding paint
brushes and 'ammers to the best of our limited ability, and
we trust that on our arrival in U.K. our boxes are not
routed to the Arts Gallery in London!
The Company Stores continues to be a hive of industry.
C/Sgt. Vaughan has taken over from C/Sgt. Harrison, who
is on leave. Pte. Broderick, after "hovering" just out of
the C.S.M.'s reach, has now managedto gain useful employ
ment helping Pte. "Leafy" Lane with the bedding and
laundry department. The other storeman, Pte. Mount—well,
he's still there! He occasionally comes out of his corner
patting his contented stomach and can often be heard
muttering "Not long now!".
A newcomer to the Company Office, Pte. Bell (exiled from
the Orderly Room) is now learning the ropes from Pte.
(sorry, L/Cpl.) Scott, who with the now Cpl. Hillary will
soon be departing to pick up the old threads in civilian life.
They wish the rest of the boys the best of luck in Germany.
With the happy thought of returning home, Company
H.Q. carry on with their "Good Work" and close by
extending best wishes to all.
*

*

*

SIGNAL PLATOON

Now that Christmas has come and gone and the hang
overs are subsiding, the call goes round for a report of our
doings in December. L/Cpl. Wright, Ptes. Trower, Walshaw
and Marshall left us grinning like Cheshire cats at the
thought of Christmas at home, although Walshaw had a
nasty shock when he was turned off the first 'plane and
delayed a day. Still, good luck to them all in civilian life.
The Platoon Fund was spent on a Platoon Party on Christ
mas Eve which all seemed to enjoy; we seem to have some
enthusiastic Scottish reeling experts among us and of
course "Elvis" Coward and Pat Boone Gilford gave us
some songs on the guitar. So. successful was the party that
the R.S.O. and Sgt. Rodwell were an hour late in bringing
round the tea on Christmas Day!
The remainder of the month has been fairly quiet,
although there is promise of an I.S. situation in early
January, and of course the Trooping the Colour takes up
most of our early mornings. As a final note the platoon dog,
"Whisky", is expecting pups spon,
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M.T.
Let us again begin with our usual "Hail and Farewells".
Farewells to L/Cpl. Masters, Ptes. Phips and Hacking; do
hope it's not too cold. We welcome Ptes. Stone and Watkins
to the Battalion Taxi Service and hope that they enjoy their
stay with the M.T.
The M.T.O. returned from leave looking rather pale and
pink, but well rested and raring to go. Our spraying
"King", L/Cpl. Cordery, is working very hard these days,
and one day resembles a red Indian, and the next a green
man from outer space. Never mind, Cpl. Cordery. Well
done and keep the good work up.
Congratulations to Pte. Munday, R., on winning the
All Aden Table Tennis Championships, even if you did
have to register as a boy in blue.
The Christmas celebrations went off very well, even if
some of us didn't know what was going on. The M.T.O.,
ColourSergeant and Sgt. Arnold gave us the traditional
Christmas tea and rum in bed on Christmas morning, and
waited on us at dinner.
Congratulations to our football team for getting into the
final of the Battalion Knockout Competition. They lost to
No. 5 Platoon "B" Company, even though the ref. was
from the M.T.!
On going to Press, we congratulate our Wee Georgie on
promotion to sergeant. Well done, Sgt. Wood, and the very
best of luck to you.
QUARTERMASTER'S STAFF
The wounds and scars of our Christmas celebrations are
not sufficiently healed for us to talk too much of what we
did. But despite our heavy heads and protesting stomachs,
rriention must be made of the party which Sgt. Wright
arranged. So lavish was the spread that twentyfour hours
later the Compound's champion eater was still turning his
back on food.
The Q.M. still wonders who requested the local broad
casting association to play a record for him. I would like
to enlighten him, but noone can remember who suggested
it—even Sgt. Haylett had had a drink by then!
With Christmas behind us, we are now dreaming of the
green fields of the U.K. and Germany. Dreams that
occasionally turn to nightmares as memories of ice, snow and
"Brass Monkey" exercises intrude into our thoughts.
Meanwhile, our normal chaos is rising steadily to its
premove crescendo. Piles of Movement Instructions,
A.C.I.'s, Regulations and Orders around the Q.M.'s desk
have reached mountainous proportions and the doctor's
orders to cut down smoking are being flagrantly disregarded
as he attempts to reduce hundreds of pages of officialeese to
the language of ordinary mortals.
The R.Q.M.S. still views the burnt out pay office with
jealous eyes. This feeling has no doubt been accentuated
by the gleeful comments of Pte. Taylor, who, since his
return from a very crafty leave in U.K., has been auditing
the clothing accounts.
After a terrific struggle, our "wee gnome" of the shoe
maker's shop has passed his B2 Trade Test. In the armourer's
shop, horrible deaths are being planned for all the Bat
talion's ambitious guardsmen who believe that loose screws
are a necessity for good arms drill.
Whilst Sgt. Page cheerfully informs his pioneers that the
last few months will seem like a nice quiet leave compared
to what is coming to them, they carry on singing their new
signature tune, "It's all in the game", led by Pte. Gordon,
who has at last brought us sporting fame by taking his place
in the Battalion's soccer team.

P.R.I./MESSING DEPARTMENT
December for this department is always the busiest month
of the year and this one has proved to be no exception to the
rule. In fact, if anything, it was more hectic than normal,
with the Dhala Detachment to be supplied, I.S. commit
ments, and the large number of men in Singapore Lines
necessitating Christmas dinner being celebrated on the 24th
and 25th by half the battalion at the time.
The cooks did sterling service and produced two excellent
meals with all the usual trimmings and a buffet on the evening
of the 25th which was so lavish that S/Sgt. McCormick
had difficulty in fiding sufficient tables on which to lay it out.
Certainly no one could complain of being hungry during
the Christmas period.
Pte. Phillips, who for so long has been our butcher,
returned to civilian life this month; we wish him all the best
for the future. While on the subject of losses, we consider
ourselves lucky to have Pte. Bond with us, as by some means
best known to himself, he managed to drop an egg from the
back of the ration truck on to a passing Arab driver, an
act which almost precipitated an international incident of
the worst type. Pte. Strong from the P.R.I. Store has come
to grief, having trodden on a broken bottle in his sandaled
feet; he is now the proud possessor of eight stitches. We
wish him a speedy recovery.
Now that Christmas is over, cur thoughts turn to preparing
for the move to U.K. and B.A.O.R. The sounds of hammer
ing and the splash of paint can again be heard, and will be
at their height when next these notes are written.
Before closing, we wish everyone a happy and prosperous
New Year.

ORDERLY ROOM
December in the Orderly Room has been a month of
variety and hangovers. Early in the month we said goodbye
to Sgt. Dowle for a few weeks, when he flew to U.K. for a
Clerk's Course. Now we have learnt that he has been
attracted to Civvy Street. Vainly does the O.R.Q. whistle
"O will ye ne'er come back again". Also departed from the
Orderly Room is Bell, who has moved to H.Q. Company
Office; with his Orderly Room training, H.Q. Company
letters will now be correctly laid out, abbreviated and
spelt(?).
To balance our grievous losses, Payne has joined us from
"A" Company and now Rigden sits reading his fan mail
whilst Payne runs off a few dozen letters in as many minutes.
It was a timely arrival, for we have had a large amount of
work this month, Christmas, and various new orders and
instructions. Undisturbed by this increase of work, the
older members merely say "It was worse than this in Dover",
while Mr. Webb beams happily and thinks of what is yet to
come. Daily now, more stationery is packed away in multi
coloured crates, as our private Ordnance Depot is closed
down.
Over the Christmas holiday the unlucky Duty Clerks were
witness to some strange events, from Ink Shampoos to
"SquareDancing". It suffices to say that Orderly Room
celebrations on Boxing Day ended in hangovers for all.
Mr. and Mrs. Webb very kindly, and very courageously,
invited us to their home on the 28th to eat a meal without
cookhouse taste, and to drink something stronger than
jungle juice. After an evening of hilarious Colyerdevized
games we tried to get back to our billets, normally a simple
task, that night made harder by the inclusion in our party
of one or two inebriates and pseudoinebriates, who gibbered
in French, gulped down vinegar, and showered Lush with
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combination of the very capable producer and the Band
master produced an excellent show; ask the Drummers
who "booked" their seats on the Troops' performance!
Of course, Christmas has seen us performing the Service
of Nine Carols, this year in Barracks and at the local
European School, which indeed was a most charming
*
*
*
service. A Concert in the N.A.A.F.I. on Boxing Day was
INTELLIGENCE SECTION
well received; again, here the Drummers will testify! If
Your correspondent has rather neglected his readers over you want to see two cans of Carlsberg disappear in the
the last months and thus has much to relate.
shortest time possible by the shortest route, ask Dmr.
Lieut. Shepherd has had an attack of wanderlust (he has Holman!!
now recovered) which took him to Somaliland twice within
Now our thoughts turn seriously to the Trooping the
a few weeks. On his second trip he successfully passed the Colour Parade (as if we hadn't thought of it before) and the
promotion examination, which earned him our hearty pending move to Germany. We are sure that the former will
congratulations.
be a great success, having seen all the work that has gone
Sgt. Marsh has also wandered to the land of fog. His into it. Aden will certainly have their eyes opened when The
fiveday course on airportability was followed by six weeks' Buffs march on to the Crescent Square. Of the latter, great
leave. We heard that on the first day of the course he nearly speculations are already in hand amongst many of the Band
broke his finger and on the second his foot. Also, during ("when I was in Wuppertal" types!) who know our future
the latter half of his leave it was rumoured that the Sergeants' station well, having performed a 2nd Division Massed Bands
Mess held a sweepstake for the date of his return. We Show there; a popular move, it seems. The general topic
believe that some members did not think he was coming at tea break these days seems to be steaks, salads, beer and
motorcycles.
back!
Pte. Goodwin is now considered fully blooded, having
Now as we go to press we have two big engagements for
successfully completed a Dhala Convoy. It is rumoured New Year's Eve immediately in hand, and then we shall be
that he lost about six months' tan in a couple of seconds "in the straight" for the boat home. Having played in the
when involved in a multiple crash.
Advance Party of the new Regiment to be stationed here,
Outside the Colony we have done nothing operational. and seeing the large collection of Band boxes on the verandah
However, in the Colony, the November riots kept us quite waiting for their new B.F.P.O. serial number, it leaves us
busy. Pte. Lushington kept the log and maps up to date in approaching 1959 straining at the leash. However, our stay
Tac H.Q. while our other half, Pte. Goodwin, helped to man in Aden has been pleasant and rewarding with all the many
friends we have made, and it is to those Past and Present
Rear H.Q.
Other work has included drops for the N.C.O.s' Cadre friends that we send our New Year's wishes for a Happy and
*
*
*
and diagrams for the Trooping the Colour Parade. Other Prosperous Year.
wise it has been routine work (snorts from B.O.R.) and air
loading. "C" Company seem to be reasonably satisfied
THE DRUMS
with our efforts in that direction!!
Season's greetings to all Past and Present Drummers.
To end, we should like to wish one and all a happy and
prosperous New Year and a good time in Germany.
Not a great deal has happened during the last month.
Music for the Troop is being slowly absorbed and com
*
*
*
mitted to memory.
REGIMENTAL BAND
Cpl. Moat, we are sorry to say, broke a leg playing foot
New faces are imminent in the Band sphere these days ball. It is on the mend, but he will be out of commission
with Major F. de R. Morgan taking over from Major M. A. for quite some time. As these notes are going to press he
O'B. ffrench Blake in the capacity of Band President, and is packing his kit ready for the next casualty evacuation
the return to the fold of our Kneller Hall musicians who we
left behind in U.K. last year. The new Band President, of 'plane home.
On top of Cpl. Moat, L/Cpl. Supple has cracked a wrist
course, is not a new face to a few old hands in the Band
who well remember his keen interest in the Band in the old and is most perturbed at having to bring his left hand into
Khartoum days and in recent years the pleasant associations action.
with him at the Regimental Depot. To Bdsm. Mclntyre
Very shortly, L/Cpl. Danton will be leaving us on a pre
and Bdsm. Simmonds we offer our hearty congratulations on release course and six more Drummers will be saying
gaining first prize on the respective instruments (flute and farewell on returning to U.K., all of which sadly depletes
percussion) for progress during their year's course. Two out our numbers. Any young Regular who wants to become a
of one regiment is healthy going, hence the smiles and looks Drummer, come and join us in Germany. We sadly need
of relief on the Bandmaster's face these days! To those who reinforcements.
are not aware of the fact, Bdsm. Simmonds is the younger
Next month will see us busily stowing away instruments,
brother of our present most capable DrumMajor; seems to etc.,
consequently next month's notes may be rather short.
run in the family.
Until then, cheerio.
_r
_
WHISTLE TAP.
Needless to say, our musical activities are many and
varied these days, with the Military Band and Dance Band(s)
being in great demand. The Christmas season commenced
with a swing when the "augmentedaugmented" Dance
Orchestra moved to Little Aden for a week and provided
the musical score for Little Aden Dramatic Society's
JOIN THE
production of the pantomime Aladdin. Though this was an
exacting engagement inasmuch as the show ran nearly three
hours with little or no "tacet", it was indeed very interesting PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION
and a great pleasure to play for such a spirited and con
scientious cast. The score was arranged, of course, "by
Sharpe", who started work on it last September, and the

By now things are back to normal apart from a gathering
about the Orderly Room of openeared and quiettongued
"Old Friends" about to ask: "It's about leave, old chap.
Could you find o u t . . . . . . "
Finally, I was asked to mention Valder.
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Correspondence

In this ceremony (10622) the honoured African
King was obliged to use his umbrella to wade off
the harsh glare of that morning sun—whereas the
youths of England stood up bravely facing that
Equitorial sun to present arms for his honour, the
"Ras Taferri" of Ethiopia.
Now while I am happy to learn that the old and
famous Regiment is around the Persian Gulf, I will
be glad to know if any of the Buffs might recall my
name, or any of the senior ranks.
I beg to remain, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(signed) Haji Yusuf Farah (The ExKotwal).

From Lieut.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C., The Buffs.
1st Battalion* The Buffs,
British Forces Post Office 69.
Ref: DO/CO.
5th January, 1959.
Deaf Sir,
I send you a copy of a letter I have received from
one who was the "Kotwal" in the lst/4th Battalion
of 1916 and the 2nd Battalion of 1922/23, here in
Aden.
I hope that the letter will not only be of general
interest to readers, but that any past members of
*
*
*
the Battalions of those days, e.g. Colonels Howe
and Lister, may care to write to their exKotwal,
in reply.
It would also be of interest to us here, to have
By LT. J. N. SHEPHARD
an explanation of exactly who the Kotwal (Store
O
many
people the name of Socotra probably
man?) was, and what his job was. Unfortunately
means nothing. To many members of the
his letter has arrived too late for any of us to meet
Battalion, before May of last year the mention
him on his own ground, though there is a slender
hope we may get him over for our Trooping the of this spot on the map would also have passed
without interest. However, from the month of May
Colour Parade on 15th January before we sail.
to October last year, our geographical education
Yours faithfully,
was to be advanced by a little more factual know
ERNEST EDLMANN.
ledge about the island, for such it is, at closer
ELCE/GSR
quarters.
The Editor, The Dragon,
So before our tale begins, a word on the location
Depot The Buffs, Howe Barracks,
of Socotra. It is situated in the Indian Ocean,
Canterbury, Kent.
roughly 400 miles southeast of the East Aden
Protectorate, and 190 miles east of the Horn of
#
*
Africa. The island although close to the African
Police Headquarters,
mainland, lies within the jurisdiction of the East
P.O. Box No. 8,
Aden Protectorate. Used during the early stages
Hargeisa,
of the war as an R.A.F. antisubmarine base, and
British Somaliland Protectorate. abandoned in 1941, there has been no permanent
12th December, 1958. European habitation of the island since then. It is
The Commanding Officer
occasionally visited by a member of the British
The 1st Battalion,
Agency in Mukalla (E.A.P.) and was also the
The Buff's, Aden.
subject of an expedition by the Oxford and Cam
bridge Archeological Society in 1957.
Sir,
The island resembles, in topography and vege
My memory goes back to the two particular
occasions during my attachment to this famous tation, parts of the African mainland rather than
the barren desert scene of the continent to the
Battalion.
north.
It is dominated by a central range of
The lst/4th of the Buffs were in Aden in 1916. mountains
run nearly its entire length, the
They marched from the Steamer Point to Lahej in island beingthat
about
100 miles long. On both sides
trying heat, the transport being mules and camels to the north and south
of this range, lie the coastal
only.
plains. The plain to the south is considerably
The second instance was when the 2nd Battalion larger than the area which was to become well
arrived Aden from Muscat in 1922 to leave for the known, the northern coastal strip.
U.K. 1923.
There are no roads on the island, therefore
During their stay they were to hold a guard of travel is strictly limited, consequently only a small
honour for the Emperor of Ethiopia, then the 2nd part of the area became known to those that went
Crown Prince—Rastaferri.
there. On this particular coastal plain is situated
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the abandoned R.A.F. station and the airstrip. It name "AbuHamis"—father of the five feet. Nick
was onto this strip, strewn with wrecks of old names were apparently given to all British ranks,
vehicles, that the "Beverley" carrying the first party but try as we may, our Arabist, a subaltern from
landed on the 26th April. The reason for the visit the A.P.L., was unable to find out what they were
to the island was hardly a social one—it was to —could it be for reasons of diplomacy?!
guard a political prisoner who had been arrested
Our time there, which was extended from four
earlier in the Western Aden Protectorate. The to six weeks, was spent in seeing as many places on
Governor's idea of an isolated place was not really the island as one's feet would allow. After a visit
brought home until the landing and we stepped to Hadibou to see the Sultan, we had several visits
onto Socotra soil—isolation was complete!
from his Naib (or Prime Minister) who was the
The camp was erected on the airstrip, much to epitome of diplomacy. The Sultan himself arrived
the disgust of the later pilots who considered we at the camp on the day of our departure en route
were encroaching on their landing space. The green to Mecca, he was to travel with us to the mainland.
tents and little wire compound which formed the
His arrival at the camp was both unusual to us
camp, seemed dwarfed on this windy, undulating
coastal plain. To the east lay Hadibou the capital and a trifle alarming. We were interrupted from
of the island and the residence of the Sultan who our breakfast by the sound of shots being fired. A
was later to become more wellknown to us. The crowd of two or three hundred followers, accom
sea lay about a mile and a half away, and inland the panied the Sultan, moving toward the camp with
mountains rose some five miles distant and rising the negro bodyguard firing their rifles into the air.
to a height of some eight thousand feet. It did not The H.B.L. as per usual, had done a quick change
take long for the local people to locate the camp into parade dress, and answered with a welcoming
and their cooperation in supplying local produce volley. On arrival the Sultan was given the place of
was appreciated, although we did not agree to their honour in the Mullazim's (Arab subaltern) tent.
plea of the rising costs of camel transport! The There then followed a scene rather similar to feeding
indigenous Arabs were much poorer in physique the five thousand. The local population proceeded
than their kin from the mainland of Arabia. Their to cram themselves into the Arab tents until the
diet of goat and fish and the very nature of the land very stitches of the canvas reached bursting point.
they live on, would no doubt account for this. The Those who were unable to get into the tents, sat
25 Hadramaut Bedouin Legion Arabs from the around outside waiting for the Bedouin hospitality.
E.A.P. who had arrived with us for guard duties, True to form, with a minute kettle working over
were in complete contrast to the local population, time plus the help of our dixie, the Arab troops
being fine featured bedouins coming from the area made tea for their guests. For this every imaginable
form of drinking utensil was pressed into service
from which the Legion takes its name.
including most of the empty beer cans we had
The H.B.L. are a Colonial Office force, and are previously carefully disposed of.
commanded by Colonel "Jack" Snell, late of the
This continued until the arrival of the plane
Royal Sussex. His arrival on the island caused
which
was bringing the British Agent and our
quite a stir among the Arab platoon. They regarded
him with great delight, and soon after a very formal reliefs. Again the H.B.L. swung into the "present
Guard of Honour for his arrival, they were slapping arms" for the British Agent, by now having the
him on the back and chuckling happily! These routine perfected. We had managed to struggle
Guards of Honour were taken very seriously by the through with an improvised "beercooler", but
H.B.L., who always put on their best "bib and conditions were obviously improving as Captain
tucker" for the arrival of supply planes; many a John Davison with an officer from the York and
pilot was rather shattered by the ceremonial as he Lancaster Regiment stepped off the plane complete
climbed out of his aircraft. We consoled ourselves with refrigerator. Later the M.T. took a hand in
with the fact that with only two officers and three the proceedings by producing a Land Rover—for
men, we could hardly compete in this ceremony. the benefit of later parties, much to the horror of
In any case, the arrival of a plane being quite an the M.T.O.! L/Cpl. Cordery however found his
occasion in the Socotra routine, at least three people fortnight's tour much to his liking—the fishing off
the coast was obviously good as he asked to do a
were always "brewing up" for the visitors!
second spell. The cooks and M.I. Room staff all
The relationship between Arab and British troops had a tour on the island, Cpl. Hardie, R.A.M.C.,
was good, and the "hubblebubble" pipe went the having been with us on the first tour, was also in at
rounds on many evenings; however, this instrument the finish, on his second trip there. Among those
took some time to master, much to the amusement that breathed a sigh of relief when the camp was
of the Arabs. Pts. Walder, my batman, was held finally struck in October were Ptes. Lushington and
in great esteem by them, and was soon given the Goodwin who had put in Stirling work from the
[ill
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1st Bn. The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment, will
be leaving B.A.O.R. a month or so before that date.
The 1st Bn. The East Surrey Regiment, only
recently returned from Benghazi, await their arrival
in Bury St. Edmunds under the command of their
newlyappointed C.O., Lieut.Col. Tony White,
M.B.E
., who it is thought may well become the first
*
*
He
C.O. of the new Battalion.
1st Bn. The Buffs, after one year in Aden, were
due for a move to Cyprus early in 1959. Much to
everyone's surprise, however, such a move did not
materialize and, by the time this Letter appears in
EADERS of those Regimental Journals which print in some Journals, they will have returned to
published the first of these quarterly Letters B.A.O.R. Their amalgamation with the 1st Bn.
will remember that that particular Letter The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment is
closed with a list of certain Officers and Warrant not due until the summer of 1961, and long before
Officers holding key appointments in the six 1st that time the latter will, one assumes, have come
Battalions and the six Regimental Depots within away from Cyprus. It is much to be hoped that
the Home Counties Brigade. Readers who missed the amalgamation will take place somewhere in
that first Letter may care to refer to the October England.
1st Bn. The Royal Sussex Regiment are billed
issue of The Dragon, the November edition of
to
leave Gibraltar in the spring of 1959, but it is
The Queen's Own Gazette, the winter copy of The
Roussillon Gazette or the December publication of perhaps early days yet to say exactly where they
are going. And finally the 1st Bn. The Middlesex
The DieHards.
Regiment, who recently passed through this country
As a followup to that, and with Battalions after three most successful years in Cyprus, have
coming and going so rapidly at the present time, it quickly sorted themselves out in B.A.O.R.
may not be without its interest to take a look at the
To them all, from Commanding Officer to most
many journeys which our six Battalions have under
newly
arrived Private Soldier, no matter where they
taken during the past few years; in each case the
year 1950 has been taken as a (purely arbitrary) may be serving, comes a message of good wishes
kickingoff date. Here then, in potted form, are and good luck for 1959 from this correspondent,
and from all ranks of the Home Counties Brigade
six sagas of travel:—
Headquarters at Canterbury.
1 Queen's
1 Surreys
1 Buffs
v
As there has been, so far,.little or no mention in
50 B.A.O.R.
50 Hongkong 50 Greece
these Letters of who is to be found at that Head
53 U.K.
Khartoum
U.K.
quarters this is, perhaps, the appropriate moment
54 Singapore
U.K.
51 Tripoli
to say something more about that establishment.
Malaya
51 Canal Zone
Canal Zone
Singapore
52 U.K.
N. Africa
Colonel Dick Stevens, O.B.E., late of the Royal
55 Malaya
53 Kenya
54 U.K.
Fusiliers, was, in August last year, succeeded in the
56 Singapore
54 U.K.
55 B.A.O.R.
appointment of Brigade Colonel by your corres
57 B.A.O.R.
55 B.A.O:R. 58 Benghazi
pondent, Colonel Raymond Grace, O.B.E., late of
57 U.K.
U.K.
the Buffs. As it is always highly embarrassing
58 Aden
writing about oneself that is quite enough about
him; he plans to pay a visit to all six Battalions
1 R. Sussex
1 R.W.K.
1 Mx.
between
now and the middle of May and is much
50 Canal Zone 50 U.K.
50 Hongkong
looking forward to meeting everyone.
52 U.K.
51 Malaya
Korea
54 B.A.O.R.
54 B.A.O.R.
51 Hongkong
Major Michael Stopford, of the Queen's, has
56 U.K.
56 U.K.
52 U.K.
been at this Headquarters as D.A.A.G. (or Brigade
Korea
Suez
53 Austria
Adjutant as he prefers to call himself) since May,
Cyprus
57 Gibraltar
55 U.K.
1957; he has recently achieved an extension of his
Cyprus
appointment until May next year. He lives in
58 B.A.O.R.
Sturry, just down the road from this Headquarters.
So much for the past. What of the present, and
Lieut.Col. "Buster" Keene has been the R.O. Ill
even the future ? It will be revealing no secrets to at the Headquarters since 1952. He was in the
say that the 1st Bn. The Queen's Royal Regiment, Indian Army and his last appointment, in command
due to amalgamate with the 1st Bn. The East of the 3rd Bn. Assam Rifles, included the battle
Surrey Regiment in October, 1959, to form the of Kohima. He lives in Canterbury.

"base end", loading the aircraft from week to week
with much needed supplies. Captain Catt, the
Q.M. looked a trifle pale on landing with the stores
from the island. He had taken the trip out to see
that all was well—after all, the wind and heat does
play havoc with tentage!

Home Counties Brigade
Letter No. 2

R
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Captain John French, of The Buffs, has been
Brigade Training Officer since September, 1957.
His main responsibility—and it is a far bigger
headache than is enjoyed by most officers of similar
age and seniority—is the wellbeing of seventyone
Junior Bandsmen and Junior Drummers, Boys
between the ages of 15 and 17J undergoing musical
and educational training before going to their
Regiments. A breakdown of these seventyone
Boys, by Regiments, is as follows:—
Junior
Bandsmen Drummers Total
8
Queen's
3
11
7
Buffs
7
14
9
E. Surreys ..
1
10
R. Sussex ..
6
11
17
5
7
R.W.K.
2
4
8
12
Mx
Totals

48

23

71

Of the above, four are undergoing training at the
Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall,
1 each from the Queen's and the E. Surreys and
2 from the R. Sussex.
The establishment does, in fact, allow for ten
Junior Bandsmen and six Junior Drummers per
Regiment; with six Regiments in the Brigade this
gives a permissable total of ninetysix, so that there
are a number of holes still to be filled.
The musical side of their training is in the
extremely capable hands of Bandmaster Gaines, of
The Queen's, who has been the Brigade Bandmaster
since the inception of the establishment in October,
1956. He has an alltoosmall staff of N.C.O.s to
assist him and between them they have produced
a Band, fully capable of "playing out" at parades
and elsewhere, which even in its shqrt life has won
a very considerable reputation for itself.
The Brigade School, where the Boys are taught
a lot more than just their "three R's", is run by
Major "Bunny" Austin, of the R.A.E.C., who has
two R.A.E.C. Sergeants to help him. The results
achieved by these three, to judge by the number of
Boys who go to their Regiments with some form of
Educational Certificate, are extremely gratifying.
The paper work in the Headquarters increases
daily. The handling of it all is most ably looked
after by O.R.Q.M.S. Pott, of the East Surrey
Regiment, who was posted here in June, 1957.
A staff of three, one of whom has the additional
duty of driving the Brigade Colonel around in his
staff car, are all fully employed on clerical duties.
Finally there is the Weapon Training Staff.
Q.M.S.I. Timblick, of the Small Arms School Corps
joined the Headquarters in March, 1957, Assisted

by three N.C.O.s, he is responsible for the organ
isation of, and the training in, a series of Cadre
Courses, of varying duration, for N.C.O.s and
potential N.C.O.s, whom Battalions and Depots
send to Canterbury for the purpose. They are
taught Weapon Training, minor tactics and field
craft and the duties of a N.C.O.
So much for who there is, and what goes on, at
Brigade Headquarters: it is, in miniature, what will
eventually be found at the Brigade Depot. The
date for the setting up of that Depot is 1st April,
1960, but before that date certain important events
will have taken place.
The first of them will have been the moves of the
Regimental Depots of the Queen's and of the East
Surrey Regiment into Wemyss Barracks, Canter
bury, and the establishment of their amalgamated
Depot there. That will be followed, a matter of a
few weeks later, by the amalgamation of the 1st
Battalions of those two Regiments, and the creation
thereby of an entirely new Unit, the 1st Battalion
The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment, to which
mention has already been made earlier in this
Letter.
As from that day, probably late in October this
year, all ranks in all the Battalions in the Brigade,
no matter in what theatre they may be, will wear
the Home Counties Brigade badge in their caps
and/or berets. This will also apply to all ranks at
all Depots in the Brigade.
The Regimental Depot of the Royal Sussex Regi
ment will be closing at Chichester late this year or
early in 1960 and will move to Wemyss Barracks;
and on 31st March, 1960, that Depot and the Depot
of the Queen's Surreys (the official, abbreviated
name of the new regiment of Surrey) will be
disbanded, prior to the formation of the Brigade
Depot. Thereafter, and until such time as they
themselves either amalgamate or move to Canter
bury, the three remaining Regimental Depots (of
The Buffs, the Queen's Own and the Middlesex
Regiment) will be "outstations" of the Brigade
Depot.
By the time these lines are printed the news that
Her Majesty has approved the Home Counties
Brigade badge will be some weeks old. No matter
what our own personal feelings may be when we
wear that badge for the first time, and irrespective
of what our own Regimental badge has meant, and
will always mean, to each of us, all ranks in the
Brigade will be in duty bound to hold their new
insignia in high regard with the utmost loyalty.
Changes, especially changes in what we like to look
upon as fundamental things, are frequently un
attractive and unpalatable; we tend to glance
backwards over our shoulders at what has been and
fiercely, even at times fanatically, to resent any
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alteration from the ordered pattern of longestab
lished things. All such sentiments and feelings are
inevitable and utterly right. But where changes are
of equal inevitability it is futile and wrong to try to
resist them. "Kicking against the pricks", however
much one may be prompted to do so, is puerile and
timewasting, and it would be a pity if anyone in
this Brigade could be found guilty of being dubbed
obstructionist.
To bring this second Letter to a close it is most
pleasant to be able to record two rather special
Awards made by Her Majesty in recent weeks.
First, that, of the Military Cross to Lieut. John
Hewson, of the 1st Btn. The Middlesex Regiment,
for bravery in operations in Cyprus; and secondly
that of the Military Medal to Corporal P. R. W.
White, of the 1st Btn. The Buffs, for a courageous
action on the Jebel Jehaf Plateau, Aden. To both
recipients come the good wishes and warm congrat
ulations of all their comradesinarms in the Home
Counties Brigade.
*

*

*

The Badge of the
Home Counties Brigade

HE area covered by the Brigade lies in the
heart of the country occupied by the Saxons
in early times. This is one of the few historical
backgrounds common to all six of the famous
Regiments making up the Brigade. For this reason
the College of Arms recommended the adoption

*

*

A Coach Tour in Italy
(continued)

W

E left Sorrento quite early in the morning
in order to have time to stop for a bathe in
one of the unfrequented bays near Formia.
It is so gorgeously warm that we travelled in
bathing suits and frocks, and so changing in the
coach was simple. It was a heavenly bathe in warm,
clear blue water, with hot sun to bask in afterwards.

*

[Kentish Express1)
The New Home Counties Brigade Badge and Button

T

of the Saxon crown. Six points are visible in the
crown (there being ten in all) and each of these
points lepresents one regiment.
The sword is a military sword, and is of course a
well known military symbol. The scroll was added
to give finish to the badge and to indicate the name
of the Brigade.
The design finally selected by the Regiments in
the Brigade was one of several prepared by the
Inspector of Regimental Colours, The Hon. Sir
George Bellew K.C.V.O., who is also Garter King
of Arms.

Our journey continued then across the Pontine
Marshes, which were reclaimed and drained by
order of Mussolini, and are now fertile. We
returned again to Rome for lunch, and then on to
Assisi. This lovely place gave, more than any other,
an impression of blessed peace. The spirit of Saint
Francis pervades it, and there is an atmosphere of
pilgrimage and true religious feeling. The town,
monastery and church are built on a hill over
looking the tianquil, gentle Umbrian countryside,
with its vines growing up the small trees which look
like little dots from the hills. Our guide was an
Irish Franciscan monk, who took us to see the
churches, of which there are two, built on top of
each other, as well as the crypt. Both the upper
and lower churches are covered with frescoes by
Giotto—the greatest examples of his work. In the
upper church the walls show the life of St. Francis,
and the charming picture of him preaching to the
birds. The ceiling is in a pattern of the most
glorious blue and emerald green. In the lower
church is an exquisite Madonna and Child with St.
Francis and St. John by Pietro Lorenzetti, the gold
of which catches the evening sun, and called The
Madonna of the Sunset. Assisi is difficult to leave
—like Verona one loves it at first sight. Not all the
glories of Rome impressed us so much as this
peaceful, heavenly spot, and the simple piety of our
guide. We had a stop at Perugia next. Like Assisi
it is on a hid, but more rugged and magnificent,
and rich in Etruscan and mediaeval buildings.
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On our way to Ravenna, we went through Borgo
San Sepulcro, where we had been told was a
painting considered by many modern art lovers to
be the finest in the world. We were not due to stop
there, but Richard kindly did so. We found the
picture in the small Town Hall. It was painted by
Piero dela Francesca, whose birthplace it was. It
is the Resurrection, and really is tremendously
affecting. The figure of Christ is most commanding,
majestic and completely triumphant, and yet com
passionate. Our fellowtravellers thanked us for
the experience.

crudist tools, as it has been for centuries. A crafts
man takes the glass from a furnace and moulds it
into shape and then a small boy comes along and
knocks a bit off, and takes it along for the next
stage. Everyone knows what they are doing, but
it all appears most casual. We decided to walk to
the Rialto, and had a plan with us, but inevitably
got lost. The only way in Venice is to ask from
bridge to bridge. We succeeded in finding the
church of St. Paul and St. John, and the magnificent
equestrian statue of Colleoni, a hero of the battle
of Lepanto, by Verocchio. We found the Rialto
Bridge with its innumerable shops. In fact, the
Ravenna, where we were to spend our next night, whole of that district is a vast market, with attractive
is, of course, famous for the Roman and Byzantine wares. Above all things in Venice, one notices the
Mosaics. Also, Dante spent part of his exile here, extraordinary quietness. The vaporetti, or buses,
and, in spite of efforts of the Florentines to get them make a certain amount of stir, but they cannot
back, his bones are buried there. We arrived in penetrate the inner city. We left next morning and
the evening, and after dinner walked to a lovely by gondola again along the Grand Canal, so lovely
old square for coffee. For the first time, a storm in the early light, and so we left what Dickens has
suddenly blew up, and everyone scattered. Next described as "this strange dream upon the water".
day we were again provided with a guide, a
We were to leave the coach after lunch at
scholarly man who took us first to Dante's tomb. Descenzano on Lake Garda. Our way lay through
This is near the monastery where his bones were Verona, and half an hour there made us determined
hidden by a Franciscan monk until discovered, to go back. After seeing the amazing Palladian
when a beautiful tomb was made. A "quiet zone" Theatre at Vicenza with its three dimensional stage
has been made, with the library and gardens, and built in 1582 we reached the shores of Lake Garda.
no traffic sound disturbs the peace. The Roman Our companions were full of envy that we were to
and Byzantine mosaics in the tomb of Galla Placida stay on. We saw them off and then boarded the
and church of San Vitale are quite amazing. The steamer, which took us over that incredibly blue
walls and ceiling gleam with glorious colour, and water to the paradise of Bella Riva at Fasano.
the pillars aire marble.
Here we did nothing but bask and bathe from the
garden overlooking the Lake. There is so much
We were to stay two nights in Venice, and arrived beauty around these shores wherever you go. The
on a very hot afternoon. From the Piazza Roma, names are lovely in themselves—Sirmione, Malce
which is where all motor traffic ceases, we proceeded sine, Gardone, where Gabriel D'Annunzio had his
by gondola—"proceeded" is the word! A quite Villa, San Vigilio. Apart from little jaunts by beat,
incredible number of suitcases as well as about six our only expedition was to revisit Verona, which is
humans embarked. The Grand Canal was "up for our great love and must wait for another time.
repairs" and the alternative route certainly showed There is so much of beauty still to see and revisit
us Venice. Very narrow and slightly smelly canals. that the longing to go back becomes an ache.
We found our hotel was formerly a palace—a vast
M.M.A.
bedroom, and enormous furniture and a chandelier
*
*
*
which might have come from Versailles. Venice
looks so much like one expects it to, but it cannot
disappoint. It is so magnificent. The Piazza San
Marco is absolutely vast. The numerous cafes with
71
andavilla, by Kate Thompson. A quite good
chairs and tables outside seem to take away little
from the large space in the middle. There are JYl story about a South African family of con
siderable wealth and standing. Good des
arcades of lovely shops all round. We sat at
Florians and drank our coffee and liqueurs and criptions of houses and country with some very
absorbed the beauty, listening to the municipal likable inhabitants. It is a sequel to one called
band. There must have been about 80 musicians. Great House only spelt in Africaans.
The buildings delicately traced by diffused lighting
Vanity Girl, by Compton Mackenzie. A re
looked unreal, like a lovely stage setting. We saw published edition of an early novel by this author,
the Basilica next morning and Doge's Palace, and The story of a very pretty and ambitious girl, who
crossed the lagoon to Merano to a glass factory. became an actress and eventually a peeress entirely
There the delicate glass is fashioned with the by her own efforts.

Book Review
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The Avenue goes to War, by Delderfield. A very
good story of War World II as it effects many of
the characters who lived there. The avenue was a
suburb of London which suffered from the blitz
and Flying Bombs. Rather long but excellent story.
Murder in Majorca, by Bryan. A fast moving
thriller with the usual curious characters, who seem
to be necessary to such stories. Not one imagines
one of Bryans best efforts.
Death in the Air, by Agatha Christie. An unusual
murder story with the wellknown Hercule Poirot
taking a grandstand seat. Quite good.
Proud Fortress, by Allen Andrews. The history
of Gibraltar. Well written and easy to read. Should
prove of great interest to any member of the Regi
ment who may have been stationed on the Rock
and to many who have not.

The pen picture of Tom Glasse, the subject
around whom the book is framed, is admirably
done. Even to those who did not know him, he
emerges as a man big in physique and big in heart,
whose only aim was to show sport in his ever
increasing fields. And, as an epitaph, could any
Master of Hounds ask more ?
The book is excellently produced and illustrated
profusely with photographs which will raise pangs
of nostalgia in the hearts of all who have followed
a very sporting pack of hounds.
V.B.
*

*

*

Beneath Bell Harry

READER.
*

*

T

*

HE Passing Out
parade of Talavera
and Albuhera Pla
toons on December 22nd
went off without a hitch
despite the fact that each
Platoon was carrying a
by Gregory Blaxland
different weapon, the
new S.L.R. and old No.
{Kentish Gazette 6/8)
4 respectively. The Col
HIS little book is best read in front of a blazing
onel. of the Regiment,
fire on a winter's night. A glass of good port
who took the salute,
would be a fitting accompaniment.
congratulated the Pla
It is of absorbing interest not only to those who
toons on their excellent
hunted with the late Mr. Tom Glasse, but also to
drill and bearing on
those who have ever hunted with the East Kent.
parade. Again we were
One chapter is a most admirable potted history lucky enough to have the band of the 1st Battalion
of the hunt. Space was doubtless a consideration, The Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders to play
but there will be some, who, like your present for us on parade and afterwards to perform for the
reviewer, will regret the omission of a mention of trainees and their relatives at tea.
SelbyLowndes' two staunch henchmen, Bert
The Depot strength was reduced to a minimum
Savage, 1st Whipperin, and John Cody, 2nd over Christmas and the men of Vittoria Platoon
Whipperin. Their services to the East Kent during held the fort. Christmas dinner was notable, firstly
some very lean days can hardly be measured.
for the colossal amount of protein piled on each
Readers of The Dragon and The Field will know plate and secondly because the number of officers,
Gregory Blaxland's light, descriptive pen. Under W.O.s and Sgts. serving the dinner, outnumbered
its influence coverts, which many of us remember those being served. Sgt. Perry and his staff are
with delight, not unmixed, because of their size, again to be congratulated for producing such
with awe, spring to life and from the depth of their excellent fare, cheerfully and with a minimum of
chairs those who are now in the sere and yellow, fuss.
will enjoy many a good gallop again.
The rededication of the War Memorial in the
Of particular interest is the gradual transition of Butter Market, Canterbury, by His Grace the
the East Kent into the best of all things, a true Archbishop of Canterbury, took place on December
farmers' pack. It is the happiest possible position 22nd. The Regiment was represented by the
to be in if the survival of a provincial pack is to be Colonel of the Regiment, Colonel H. R. Grace, in
ensured today, for without the farmers' close his capacity of Brigade Colonel, LieutCol. U. H.
cooperation, hunting in England would surely be B. Alexander, Major E. G. Cox and Major J. B.
Worts.
doomed.

Tom Glasse and the East
Kent Hunt

T
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[Kentish Gazette]
His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury chats to the Colonel of the Regiment and Colonel H. R. Grace, Brigade
Colonel, after the rededication of the War Memorial in The Buttermarket, Canterbury

December 23rd, 1958, saw the eleventh anniver
sary of H.M. King Fredeiik IX of Denmark as
ColonelinChief of The Buffs. The Danish flag
was as usual flown outside Regimental Head
quarters.
We shall shortly have enough officers at the
Depot to start an Officers' continuation training
Platoon. 2/Lieut. Tarver, Gilchrist and Cope are
already here, as is Lieut. Reid. Captain Tennent
will be arriving shortly from Warminster. 2/Lieut.
Tarver is commanding Vittoria Platoon and 2/Lieut.
Gilchrist is assisting Lieut. Williams with the new
intake.
The other officers are busily arranging courses
for themselves and disappearing on leave disguised
as duty.
Major Norris dropped in to see us towards the
end of December on what will probably be his last
visit as a serving officer. May we take this opport
unity to wish him good fortune and fair weather
in his farming venture,

Finally our warmest congratulations to Mr.
Argrave, our Regimental Tailor on the award of
the B.E.M. For fifty odd years he has given loyal
and unselfish service to the Regiment and we are
all delighted that he has been honoured by Her
Majesty The Queen. May Mr. Argrave continue
in his present appointment for many years to come.
*
*
*
SERGEANTS' MESS
December! and with it the usual thick fog and drizzle.
In spite of this we optimistically whistle Vm dreaming of a

white Christmas.

Sgt. Coombes returns from his drill course, leave and
honeymoon looking very fit. One can only assume that at
least one of the aforementioned was beneficial to him.
However, congratulations, and a hearty welcome to our
Mess. Mrs. Coombes, we hope your stay will be a happy
one. Welcome also to C/Sgt. Stoakes from the 1st Battalion,
and to C/Sgt. Diamond from Malaya. Sgt. "Isca" Wright
has also joined us for drafting to Kenya; welcomes are not
necessary as he has been a regular caller at the Mess during
his tour with the 4th Battalion.
Other visitors during the month were Sgt. Yuill and Sgt.
"Tug" Wilson who, we are happy to say, is looking very
well after his stay in hospital.

[17]

THE

DRAGON

The first Christmas card appears, "Nobby" hangs the
decorations, and suddenly we realise that the festive season
is here again. Many and varied were the experiences that
were relived and discussed when we entertained the Officers
on the 17th December.
For our Christmas dinner on the 19th December, we were
delighted to have as our Guest of Honour, Colonel H. R.
Grace. Other guests were Major Cox, Major Watts, Major
Peckham and Captain Lunn. A very pleasant evening was
spent and our thanks are due to Sgt. Perry, Sgt. Chinnery
and the staff of both Messes, for organising an excellent meal.

Bob Recton has left us for the 4th Battalion, having helped
us out with one Intake. Good luck and thanks to him.
As these notes go to press, the old year is drawing to a
close. But by the vast abundance of Christmas cards we
received in the Mess, we feel that not only have we retained
our old friends, we have made many new ones during the
year. To them and to all Buffs throughout the world we
say a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year and thank you
all for your kind wishes.
OLD 'UN.

The Christmas Draw was well patronised by members
both past and present, also by friends, and on the 20th
December a jolly crowd gathered for the results. Some were
lucky and got just what they wan'"d, others didn't. Jumbo
Excel 1 won the goose, not. the first time he has got "the bird"
I might add. It is rumoured that many friends of a certain
R.A.P.C. Sergeant received gifts of tea cosies, handbags
and kitchen utensils this Christmas. Once again, thanks to
Pete Newman and his band of helpers for excellent organ
isation. And so on the 23rd December we went home to
spend a happy time with our families, content with the
knowledge that once again the Army had played its part in
bringing peace and goodwill to all men.

CORPORALS' CLUB
Free drinks, gaily decorated Mess and a wonderful buffet,
strong voices in harmony (plus a record player supplied by
Cpl. Derek Johnson) was the way in which the Mess cele
brated its Christmas this year. A good time was had by one
and all.
Congratulations to our friend Arthur Richards on his
result of a "C" from Hythe; also to L/Cpl. Stan Cleaver
and Cpl. "Handlebar" Simmons on their results from the
recent Brigade Cadre. Also, welcome to our newest member,
L/Cpl. Kitson—alas! one more for the R.S.M.'s weekly drill
parade.

[Kentish Gazette]
The Coionel of the Regiment inspects the Passing Out Parade at the Depot on 22nd December, 1958

[18]

THE DRAGON
Farewells and the best of luck go to Reg (P.T.I.) Under
down and L/Cpl. Brissenden on their return to Civvy Street.
We now have two competitions running in the Mess—the
eleven goal pontoon, run by our P.M.C.; and an Andy Capp
run by Cpl. Mick Jordan. Both are very successful.
There have been a few small activities of no consequence
in the past few weeks, so that all that remains for me to
say on behalf of my fellow members is to wish you all a very
happy New Year.
P.S.—The Camel Rail is going up!

4th Battalion

W

ITH another year over,
we can look back and
think of some of the
outstanding events which took
place and which will be re
membered for many years to
come. For instance, the
Officers Dinner at the Depot,
when Officers of the 1st Bat
talion were the guests to the
Depot, 4th and 5th Battalion
Officers; camp in Scotland,and
the Golden Jubilee T.A. Cele
brations are some of the few
more prominent reminders.
The Battalion also had a
successful year in recruiting, and although not so
startling as our sister Battalion, some ninetyfour
new recruits joined us during the period.
There is news this month of some of our Officers.
First, we would like to welcome Lieut. Hardy as
our new Unit Paymaster. We sincerely hope that
his tour with The Buffs will be a pleasant one.
Then we must congratulate Captain Johnson on his
substantive promotion, and Lieut. Cook on his
second pip. Unfortunately we also have to say
goodbye to Captains Blackbourn and Whiting, who
have decided to transfer to the T.A.R.O. However,
we are sure that they will both keep in touch with
the Regiment, and we wish them all the best in the
future.
Another change has also taken place in the
Permanent Staff and we welcome Sgt. Recton who
has recently joined us to replace Sgt. Wright who,
after thjree years with the T.A. is off to East Africa
to the 14th Btn. K.A.R. Good luck to you.
On the 22nd December, the Battalion was repre
sented by the Commanding Officer, the Training
Major and the R.S.M. at the Canterbury War
Memorial in the Butter Market, where a rededi
cation Service took place to include the names of
all those civilians who were killed during the war in
Canterbury. The rededication was given by His
Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury.

Great interest this month has been given to the
Recruiting Cup, which has had a very close and
exciting finish. The first three Companies being
neck and neck at the beginning of the month.
Congratulations to "B" Company on your short
head victory, and better luck next year to "C" and
"A" Companies, who were second and third
respectively.
Parties have been as fast and furios as ever, and
many are the bloodshot eyes still seen around the
Battalion (apologies to Mr. Stace!).
The Annual Staff Party on the 23rd December,
took place as usual and once again the "A" Branch
won the darts match against "Q". It was noticed
however, that Major Kille showed a marked
improvement in his game, and we are beginning to
wonder just what he really does during those many
long weekends when he disappears, especially as
he has now virtually denounced Portsmouth F.C.!
"A" COMPANY
During the month more recruits have been enrolled,
namely Ptes. Jones and Carruthers, Boys Kelly and Jones at
Herne Bay, and Ptes. Gill, Bone and Chamberlain at
Faversham. We welcome them to the Company and hope
their stay will be a long and happy one.
Both our darts teams have now retired to the farthest
corners of the Drill Halls for more instructions, having let the
other sides win.
On the 9th a Social Evening was held at Herne Bay and the
bounties were paid out. Thanks to our P.S.I, and Members
of Heme Bay the Drill Hall was tastefully decorated for the
occasion. The Company Commander was in great form
at Lotto, even if the numbers were not coming out correctly!
During the evening the Company Commander presented
the Company Cups as follows:—Best Shot in the Company,
Pte. Waters; Best Recruit in the Company, Pte. Sutton;
Having Obtained Most Recruits in the Company, Sgt.
Thundow; Most Competent at Games in Heme Bay,
Sgt. Thundow; The Whitstable Cup, Pte. Holness, L.
Having seen in The Dragon that the Faversham Branch
of the Past and Present Association are in dire need of new
members, we would like to see some of our members give
them a helping hand. (How about it, men?)
"B" COMPANY
The last day of November was spent with "A" Company
on a combined exercise. The weather was as good as one
would expect for November.
Both Companies were well supported by Army Cadets,
who fought the battle with great keenness. Our local in
habitants must have been impressed by the show of force.
This, combined with the noise of blanks and thunderflashes
made the whole exercise very realistic. We would like to
thank our local farmers for permission to use their land.
Our numbers continue to swell and we welcome Ptes,
Barton, Birch, Brann, Brice, Burr, Bebbell, Bennett,
Cherrison, Dudziak, Goldfinch, Hatton, Harris, Judges,
May, Pankhurst, West, Waight, Bird, Thompson, Bassett
and Clarke to our Company and trust they will have a long
and enjoyable service with us.
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As I forecast in last month's notes, this month has indeed
been a busy one. Our two displays in local cinemas whilst
not producing any recruits, did much to publicise our good
name in Folkestone.
On Sunday, 7th December, we held an initiative exercise
for the Company in connection with the film Sea of Sand.
The members taking part were transported to a stretch of
road between Hawkhurst and Cranbrook, wheie, fully
attired in Battle Order and Weapons, they were dumped
and told to make their own way back to Folkestone, a
distance of some 40 miles. They were dropped off between
1045—1115 hours. The first one back was Sgt. Housden,
who arrived back at the Drill Hall at Folkestone at 1230
hours, which was very good going, closely followed by Cpl.
Turner 7 minutes later at 1237 hours. He in turn was
followed by Cpl. McGinley at 1240 hours. The last man
back was L/Cpl. Mackenzie at 1416 hours. A very good
effort on the part of all who attempted the exercise. On
Monday night the whole Company went to the cinema to
see the Sea of Sand as guests of Essoldo Cinemas. Sgt.
Houseden, being the winner, was presented with a Silver
Trophy by the Mayor of Folkestone.
Pte. Stapley is taking the plunge and getting married on
Boxing Day. To him and his future wife go our warmest
wishes. This means that all our old original members of the
Company are now married.
Before we close the last notes for 1958, we would like to
wish all Buffs everywhere a Very Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.

Congratulations to Sgt. Cherry, Sgt. Gardner, Cpl.
Warner, L/Cpl. Coleman, L/Cpl. Waight, L/Cpl. Broster,
L/Cpl. Embleton and L/Cpl. Knight on their promotion.
We are proud to have helped the formation of the Battalion
Brass Band. We are getting accustomed to the strange
noises issuing from the Drill Hall when the Band are
practising. Bounties have now been paid, which will
probably account for the many happy faces one sees on
Drill Nights.
A bumper attendance was forthcoming for our Company
Supper, when wives and sweethearts came along to make the
evening a great success. The O.C. took the opportunity of
thanking the permanent staff for their hard work and
enthusiasm during the year. Amifst laughter, he assured
them that they would be worked even harder next year.
A tribute was also paid to C.S.M. Antrichan for his out
standing devotion to the Company and his readiness at all
times to assist volunteers with personal problems.
C.S.M. Fagg, our old P.S.I., home on leave from Cyprus,
came along. It was nice to see him. He was able to "yarn"
with many old friends.
Preparations are in hand for the Battalion Dance to be
held at our Drill Hall on Saturday, January 24th, 1959. We
look forward with great pleasure to being hosts to the
Battalion on this occasion. We can assure you of a warm
welcome.
Season's greetings to you all.
*

*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
We begin this month's notes by welcoming our new
P.S.L, Sgt. Recton, who has now officially taken over from
Sgt. Porter. We shall not see very much of him until January
as he has now gone back to the Depot for a week, and will
follow that up with Christmas leave, but we hope he will
soon settle down with us and have an enjoyable tour of duty.
Our thanks go to smiling Sgt. Porter for the great help
he gave us during the time he spent as our P.S.L, and who
remained unruffled despite the many queries heaped on his
head on Drill Nights. "Thanks, Jim", from us all, and we
hope to see your joints well oiled when you visit us again in
the New Year.
Some of our new recruits paid a visit to the Depot this
month for a spot of basic training. Everybody returned
saying how much they had enjoyed themselves, so we hope
next time to be able to send a few more, especially as recruit
ing seems to have picked up lately at Ashford and Cranbrook.
We take this opportunity of welcoming Pte. Crouch into
our ranks, and he has already promised us another recruit,
so we hope the snowball will keep growing.
Our K.T.A. darts team have bulldozed their way into yet
another round of the darts championship by soundly beating
a team from the Royal West Kents. There's no stopping
these lads!! Our opponents for the next round are as yet
unknown, but we are keeping our fingers crossed.
The big event of the year has now come and gone, namely
BOUNTY NIGHT, always spelt in capital letters in the
minds of everybody at this time of the year. We hope some
of it has been saved for our Christmas party to be held on
the 23rd December, although on this occasion it's nearly all
"on the house". We are hoping many of the wives and
friends will be present to make it an evening to remember.

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
Everyone seems to agree that December and not February,
is the shortest month of the year when it comes to getting
things done. However, continued driving and our effort in
the KTA .22 Miniature Range Competition were squeezed
in before the main event of the month—our preChristmas
social evening.
Without doubt, the heartwarming success of the evening
was largely due to the presence of so many ladies. Indeed,
no party can be complete without them. Balloons popping
in the heat in no way detracted from the R.S.M.'s command
of a few rounds of tombola, in which Sgt. Wright displayed
an uncanny fortune that must have made even our reserved
figures man, Mr. Chowns, a little dismayed at the evening's
statistics! With almost the entire Company present, and
some very welcome old 'uns as well, it was a fitting occasion
on which to say our goodbyes to Sgt. Wright, who has
suffered as our P.S.I, for practically the whole of the jast
three years. Those who knew him best could think of no
goingaway present that would be more appreciated than
the bottles of that which cometh from Jamaica, and these
were presented to him by Major Plunkett together with our
very best wishes for his future in West Africa.
Replacing Sgt. Wright at the office desk we extend a
hearty welcome to Sgt. Porter, who has come to us from
Ashford.
With the new faces of Ptes. Baker, Lawson, Kelly and
Boy Clarke, a new P.S.I., the New Year, and even the
promise of new quarters (when are we going to move?) we
look forward to another year's activities, and wish all who
read these notes a sincere "Good Luck in 1959".

"D" COMPANY
With the Christmas season upon us once again, the Drill
Hall is once more turned into a G.P.O. Parcels Sorting Office,
and although this restricts our activities a little, we still
manage to use our Canteen on Drill Nights for Lectures.
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5th Battalion
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^HE New Year brought
confirmation that we shall
be at Millom, Cumber
land. for our 1959 Annual
Camp between 18th April and
2nd May, and will be devoting
that period to Civil Defence
Training. The Commanding
Officer and Major Bill Dun
glinson will be journeying
north fairly soon, snow per
mitting, to view the camp site,
and we may therefore expect
some news for the next issue
_
of The Dragon. There is the
usual speculation and even
violent rumours of course about the spartan exist
ence which might be our lot; time alone will tell,
even if hopes of hutted accommodation and the
luxury of beds do fade. There will be the chance of
visiting Lakeland and undoubtedly of exploring
Blackpool and beyond; the Corps of Drums will
have the opportunity of showing their paces and
there will be the chance of Battalion social activities.
We would very much like to see any past and
present members of the Regiment who are just
south of the border and they may be sure of a
hearty welcome.
Recruiting is going well and we. can be more
than satisfied at our contribution to the present
strength of 100,000 volunteers in the Territorial
Army. The training of newlyenrolled members has
posed something of a problem and a scheme is
now being tried whereby both "A" and "B" Com
panies are responsible for recruit training. Recruits
will in future do a two to three months' attachment
to these companies in order to acquire the basic
military skills before embarking on more specialist
employment. It is pleasing to record also that no
less than twentyone members of the Battalion
have joined for fulltime military service since the
unit formed two years ago. Not all, by any means,
have gone into the Infantry; the Royal Signal
Regiment have claimed a fair proportion, as also
have the Royal Engineers. We arg sure these
soldiers of the future have gained from their service
with us—and who knows, they may have gained
inspiration from our parttime soldiering.
January is the time for Company Children's
Parties and these are now well under way with
Father Christmas making a somewhat belated but
nevertheless most welcome appearance. It is nice
to see both children and parents enjoying them
selves, for that makes all the preparatory work

well worthwhile. It could only have been mis
chance, but Father Christmas, in presenting a
fiddle to the Joshua family, could not have observed
the gleam in the District Paymaster's eye!
From parties to the Annual Administrative
Inspection is perhaps a far cry, but that yearly
trial of strength is scheduled to take place between
23rd and 26th February this year and already
everyone has one eye on the calendar; the Com
manding Officer will be visiting Companies
towards the end of January and from then on the
heat is really on full blast.
Dover and Deal are reviving the practice of
holding an Officers' Ball at the Town Hall, Dover,
and this will take place on Friday, 27th February.
We look forward tq your support on this occasion,
and once established, these events will alternate
with those held in Thanet in past years. An
announcement appears elsewhere in this issue.
H.Q. COMPANY
Welcome to 1959 and all at H.Q. Company wish our
brother Buffs, both at home and overseas, a very happy and
prosperous New Year.
We are holding our Annual Children's Party at Westwood
on Saturday, 10th January, and nearly 200 happy youngsters
are being invited.
Our recruiting drive is still showing good results and we
can boast of another fourteen new members of the Com
pany; we welcome Ptes. Spragg, Haswell, Port, Thomas,
Sinclair, Page, Bushell, Groombridge, Piper, Elliott, Bubb,
Hall, Selwood and Bone, and know they will be happy with
us. If this progress is maintained, our Company strength
will be by far the largest at Camp in April, and we may
therefore expect to appear that many more times on the duty
roster!
We have recently said goodbye to Hollins and Wiggins,
who have joined the Regular Army, and Cullip is due to go
very soon. To all of these we wish success in their new
venture and we are certain they will do well. It was nice to
see Pte. Aston on leave in Ramsgate at Christmas; he will
be remembered as the Company Storeman.
Congratulations to Miss Patricia Port, eldest daughter of
C/Sgt. Port, who married Mr. C. Chapman on 20th Decem
ber; we wish them every happiness.
Finally, with the disappearance of the Christmas fare and
that Bounty for another year, it looks as though we must
put our noses to the grindstone and prepare for our visit to
Cumberland in April.
"A" COMPANY
It is always pleasant to be able to start these notes by
welcoming new faces into the Company. This month, Pte.
Chambers, an exR.M., has enlisted with us, and, although
not a new face to some of us, Pte. Harris has returned to
the "fold" after a spell in H.Q. Company.
To most of us, the past month has been a very busy one.
Almost all of us have been involved in some way or other,
with the Company Children's Christmas Party, of which
more later. In addition, three of the senior N.C.O.s have
been "mugging up" various subjects for their cadre, which
has been held at Westwood.

THE DRAGON
Our Christmas Social was held on Thursday, December
11th, which was also, to the great relief of a lot of us, Bounty
Night. Wives and lady friends came along and it was
considered by all to be a most enjoyable evening. Our
thanks must go to our "backroom" boy, Sgt. Billett, for
the hard work put in both before and after the event. Sgt.
and Mrs. Mirams must also have a special vote of thanks
for the admirable buffet that they put on.
The Children's Party was held on Sunday, January 4th,
and was, so they claimed, the best that they, the children,
had been to. Once again, Sgt. and Mrs. Mirams were
responsible for the catering arrangements. Thanks must go
to them and to all of those that worked so hard to ensure
its success.
I must mention our conjuror, Pte. Clarkson, who, largely
amidst gales of laughter, kept the children occupied whilst
the parents had some fea.
The New Year has, for training at least, started with a
swing. Sgt. Pottle, assisted by Cpl. Skuse, has commenced
training his squad of recruits that have been sent for basic
training from H.Q. Company. Unfortunately, and possibly
due to the weather, his squad has so far been only small in
numbers.
We have said goodbye this month to Pte. Williams, who
has left us to return to Pembroke and marry the girl that
he met whilst at Annual Camp, a couple of years back.
Perhaps we may hear of him again in the not too distant
future.

"D" COMPANY
We start our holiday season notes on another note of
triumph as we again won the Battalion Rifle Companies
Recruiting Competition and are very glad to state we have
reached the volunteer strength of 50 and we look forward
to making it 70 by Camp time.
We are glad to welcome our new volunteers, Ptes.
Sandford, Hopkins, McGuire, Coe, Such, Hirst, Houlton.
and Fagg, and hope their stay will be a long and happy one ;
also the resigning of L/Cpl. Lee and Pte. Merrells.
A very successful social and dance was held jointly with
136 Field Security Section and it is hoped to make these a
monthly occurrence.
The weather was good when we carried out our Platoon
and Section in attack on 14th December, which we carried
out in conjunction with our own Company of Cadets, who
provided the enemy, and it was noticed that one or two of
our members are very wary of thunderflashes and the like,
but everybody seemed to enjoy this hard day's training and
many important lessons were learnt.
We have just fired off our A and B Teams in the first round
of the K.T.A. .22 Competition and although the scores are
not too good, we hope to do better in the second round,
and by the end of January we should know who will win the
Cup for the Companies .22 Best Shot.
In the realm of recruiting propaganda we are very glad
to say that the local press are taking a much greater interest
in the activities of the Territorial Army. Also, we are
getting a great deal of cooperation from the local cinema
managers, who show the new T.A. film A Worthwhile
Hobby.
The Company, with the three local T.A. Units, put on a
successful poster display in the local Odeon Cinema.
We close by taking this opportunity to wish all members
of The Buffs, Past and Present, a Very Happy and Peaceful
New Year,

Regimental Gazette
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY,
9TH DECEMBER, 1958
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. D. C. KNIGHT (452280) to be Lt.,

11th December, 1958.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 12TH
DECEMBER, 1958
COMMANDS AND STAFF

Maj.Gen. C L. Firbank, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. (28072), late
Inf., relinquishes his appointment as Director of Infantry,
War Office, 15th December, 1958.
Maj.Gen. D. A. Kendrew, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. (44766),
late Inf., is appointed Director of Infantry, War Office,
15th December, 1958.
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. C. S. Cook (452421) from Reg. Army,
Nat. Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 14th October, 1958, with
seniority 4th May, 1957.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 19TH
DECEMBER, 1958
REGULAR ARMY

The undermentioned Cols. (Temp. Brigs.) to be Brigs, on
the dates shown:—
R. F. Parry, M.C, (38526), late Inf., 24th August, 1958,
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. D. H. F. Morris (453174) from Reg.

Army, Nat. Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 21st November, 1958,
with seniority 29th June, 1957.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 26TH
DECEMBER, 1958
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. (Actg. Capt.) R. F. Johnson (425209)
to be Capt., 29th December, 1958, with seniority 11th June,
1957.
SEVENTH SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY,
30TH DECEMBER, 1958
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Capt. R. Jarman (301578) to be Maj., 15th

November, 1958.

NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. A. G. York (453198) from Reg,

Army, Nat. Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 28th October, 1958.
with seniority 29th June, 1957,
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West Country Buffs
Luncheon
Saturday, 25th April

Please make a note of the place and date:—
The Castle Hotel, Taunton, Saturday, 25th
April, and send your entries to: Major R. Tuke,
Little Beredens, Kenton, Nr. Exeter (Telephone:
Starcross 316).
R.T.

T may seem rather early to start limbering up for
the fourth session of this annual event at the
Castle Hotel, Taunton, but if there are any
doubtful starters I always hope that when they read
the names of others in the February issue who have
warned in they will then decide to do the same. By
then March has blown in and the March Dragon
is the last opportunity one has to utter any final
comments or exhortations.
Everyone will be delighted to know that the
Colonel of the Regiment has been invited this year
as our Guest of Honour and has told our Chairman,
Brigadier Humphrey Stronge, that he very much
hopes to be able to attend. Owing to his service in
America, General Boucher was unable to be with
us in 1957 and 1958, but now we may expect to
be honoured with his presence it is surely not too
much to hope that everyone who can will make a
real effort to swell our numbers to record pro
portions.
The price will be the same as last year—17/
each. This includes everything except drinks. This
is cutting the charge to the minimum, and less than
twenty paying members will put us in the red, and
it is the timehonoured privilege of the Hon.
Secretary to make up any adverse balance out of
his own pocket. Luckily, every year so far we
have just scraped home with a small credit balance
which has been sent to the Past and Present
Association.
Colonel R. F. Pearson, the father of the Regi
ment, has already warned in, and so has Major
Martin O'Geary, our photographer in past years.
This year he will be in the picture himself as he has
sold his business in Honiton and taken over the
London Hotel in Exmouth. This is a first class
establishment with fifteen bedrooms and two very
cosy bars where he presides in his usual genial style.
A newcomer who hopes to be present, and will
be very welcome, is an honorary Buff, the Revd.
E. W. Evans, so wellknown to the 1st Battalion.
He is stationed at Plymouth with the Infantry
Junior Leaders Battalion.
One can always count on a good contingent of
splendid old soldiers from the SouthEast Dorset
Branch, though this year we shall sadly miss stout
hearted Bob Bowman. Last year, though not at all
well, he insisted on coming. It was typical of him
never to give in.

Past and Present
Association
Annual Members
1ST TO 31ST DECEMBER, 1958

Ramsgate Branch.—W.O. II T. E. Phillpott, Sgts. G. T.
Ashby, L. H. Daisy, A. E. Isaacs, A. James, H. E. S. Joy,
A. F. Kennett, J. Stockdale, S. Whittall, Ptes. A. W. Brett,
J. E. Bryan, D. H. Collins, A. J. Denny, A. Fright, D. F.
Germaine, M. S. Hughes, C. A. Kirby, S. G. McWilliams,
B. Murch, A. E. Newton, L. Ralph, W. E. Shaw, J.
Skivington, W. Smith, D. E. K. Wiggins, C. H. Robson.

Grants

£ s. d.
39 7 9
19 0 0

Benevolent Fund
World War 1939, Charitable Fund
*
#
*

Competitions
DARTS
1ST ROUND.—Ramsgste (w.o.) V Weald.
Herne Bay.
SHOOTING
Oct.
Dover
448
Margate
488
*

*

Medway beat
Nov.
452
486

Dec.
436
491

*

Ashford Branch
Our meeting was held in the Sergeants' Mess, Drill Hall,
on Saturday, 3rd January, twentyone members being
present.
The Chairman opened the meeting by wishing all a Happy
New Year, and then called for the Minutes, which were read
and signed. Correspondence followed, which included dis
playing the fourteen Christmas cards received.
The Secretary reported no further development regarding
the dart match second round with London Branch. It is
hoped to arrange this for the 7th February or any Saturday
in February. The Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral
Boucher, is to be sent an invitation to attend this night, also
our General Secretary (Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles). Of course
their ladies will be invited also.
A long delayed visit of Dover Branch to us on 7th March
was suggested. Our Secretary will write and try to arrange
this. So come along, you "Dover Soles", we are looking
forward to an enjoyable evening.
On the sick list is Mr. W. Partiss, who has undergone three
operations since last May. We hope he continues to make
ood progress. Also Joe Blake, who attended our meeting,
le recently underwent an operation and is getting along
nicely now. We are sending him twelve halfbottles of
Guiness to help build him up again. He should be able to

f

take that medicine.
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THE DRAGON
Letters were read and thanks given from the pensioners
of the Branch for the bag of logs received at Christmas
through Davis & Co., wood merchants.
The death of Mr. C. Earl of 96 Church Road, Willes
borough, was reported. He passed away on 31st December,
1958, aged 88 years. The Chairman and members stood in
silence for two minutes in his memory.
Our new home is looking neat and very clean, with the
undergoing of the decorators. It should be all completed
soon.
Once again, thanks, Stan, for the barmanship, and to the
barmaid, your daughter.
After the meeting a game of crib and darts were played
off whilst Sid Ellender recalled his early Drill Hall days at
Ashford (a mention of haircuts with horse shears).
The best for 1959 to all members at home and abroad from
Ashford.
A.C.M.
*

*

*

London Branch
Ladies' Guild
Our first meeting of the New Year was held on the 3rd
January and, considering the very cold weather and the fact
that we were still in the party season, we had quite a fair
attendance.
It was reported that Nurse Evans was making satisfactory
progress but was still under treatment; Mr. Annan's
condition was still rather poorly, and Mr. Taylor was much
better. We had no news of "Auntie" Jackson. Sgt. "Polly"
Pullenger, our Chelsea Pensioner friend, had died at Christ
mas, but before he was transferred to Leatherhead he had
written to say how much he appreciated the weekly parcels
of books and sweets sent to him by thev Ladies' Guild.
We were sorry to hear that our Chairman had been ill in
bed over the Christmas holiday and hoped that she would
soon be quite fit again.
Several ladies accepted the Branch invitation to join them
for a social evening on their December meeting night, and
had a very enjoyable evening.
Raffles realised a total of £2 16s. Od., the prizes being
given by Mrs. Annan, Mrs. Baxter, Corner Table Folks,
Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Waters and Mrs. Tucker.

the hotel has a good name for these entertainments, we were
somewhat crowded towards the end. Still, that was the
object of the exercise.
We thank Messrs, Kidder Bos., Phillips, Robinson, Fisk
and Ernie Chambers for their work on our behalf, and Mr.
Rennels for swelling our raffle prizes to the extent of one
bottle of sherry.
Our members extend their belated sympathy to Major
H. J. Martin upon his recent sad bereavement. Mrs. Martin
was truly a veteran amongst the 1st Battalion—going back
to the 1919 days, I believe, and throughout all those years
to date, she ably and pleasantly supported her husband in
his rank as R.S.M. and later Quartermaster. Her interest
and work amongst the families was proverbial and her
interest for the rank and file was magnanimous. Humble
souls like myself on coal fatigues, or less fortunate "Janker
Wallahs" or the Captains of Harris Shield Sports Teams,
were always assured of a comforting word and a pleasant
smile. Messrs. Evans and Mould fittingly represented the
Branch at her funeral.
It is very heartening to read that the 4th Battalion are well
on their way to forming a proper Military Band. If they
come up to the standard of the earlier 3rd (Militia) Battalion
and later the Depot assembly under Jock Clayton, we shall
indeed hear good music. Perhaps the day will come when
Mr. White in addition to the numerous benefits he already
bestows upon us, will be in a position to make our Social
Evenings really musical.
A rather important and very rare happening will have
occurred at our old Depot Barracks by the time you read
these notes, and that is that our great Regimental character,
Alf Argrave, has allowed the painting contractors access to
his Tailor's Shop—although under strong protest, I hear.
This tactical assault was launched by the R.E.s in two
phases, appropriately named "Cobwebs" and "Spit and
Polish".
Reading The Dragon for December, I am caused to think
that the 1st Battalion personnel will not be inflicted with the
late Colonel Power's remedy for a speedy and guaranteed
cure for the festive season hangover effects, viz., a route
march around and almost over the top of the Rock, on the
day after Boxing Day, and having got the Band almost to
the summit, a full rendering of Valencia was demanded from
the redfaced bandsmen.
The best of wishes to you all for the New Year, and thanks
to all who so kindly sent us cards and well wishes.
BABU.
STOP PRESS.—We heartily congratulate our loyal comrade

Canterbury Branch
As in past years, we dispensed with our monthly meeting
for December. The spate of social activities around our
meeting night period clashes in such a manner as to prove
detrimental to our attendances.
Nevertheless, a good number of us got together at the
dance which we staged at the Abbotts,, Barton Hotel on
Saturday, 20th December. Although we were originally
rather apprehensive of the timing of this function, together
with the pull of other social events on this particular evening,
plus a last minute opposition in another .local hotel, we did
indeed appear to have made a success of the dance from the
social spect, even if we have not made a mint of money out
of the deal.
It was nice to have the attendance of our President and
Treasurer and their ladies, and of course the many visitors
from the Depot, our T.A. Battalions and even the 1st
Battalion, were more than welcome.
Unfortunately, holding the dance in a public ballroom
of an hotel cuts out a certain amount of regimental exclusive
jiess, for the public can pay for admission as well, and, as

Mr. Alf Argrave, on the award of B.E.M. notified in the
New Year's Honours.

Ladies' Guild
We have received so much hospitality from them, that we
were very pleased to welcome the members of the Ramsgate
Ladies' Guild at our meeting on January 7th. Twentyseven,
including wives of the 5th Battalion, arrived by coach, and
after greetings were exchanged, we descended to the Drill
Hall, where a programme of films from their library was
arranged by courtesy of the 4th Battalion. One taken of their
camp in Scotland was prticularly appreciated, and several
friends recognised!
After tea, R.S.M. White organised tombola. We are most
grateful to him for his help with the film, and in every way
to make the afternoon a success. Also to those ladies who
made so many good things to eat, and especially to the tea
makers, Mesdames White, Phillips, Chambers and Floyd.
We were very glad that raffle prizes were taken home by
our guests.
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THE DRAGON
Miss Cayley thanked the members for a pleasant after
noon, and hopes to see as many as possible at their New Year
Party on January 31st, at the Drill Hall, Willson's Road,
Ramsgate. Will anyone who wishes to go and was not at
the meeting please let the Secretary, Mrs. Alexander, know.

Sandwich Branch
The general monthly meeting was held at the Drill Hall
on Wednesday, December 3rd, 1958, at 8 p.m. Major F. W.
Tomlinson presided and ten members were present. The
meeting opened with the usual moment's silence, followed
by the Chairman giving a welcome to a new member, Mr.
N. S. Goodfellow,
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and con
firmed. Apologies were received from Lieut.Col. N. S.
Hart.
Correspondence read and discussed included letters from
H.Q. with reference to the arrival of the Branch Standard
and equipment, and the cost was £18 14s. 6d.
In a further letter acknowledging the Branch's cheque,
the General Secretary kindly offered to deliver the Standard
to Sandwich. This was gladly accepted. The Medway
Branch wrote stating that they would be pleased to pay us
their promised return visit on a Saturday in March. Satur
day, March 7th has now been fixed.
The Hon. Secretary reported having received the Standard
and, thanks to the generosity of the members and supporters
of the Branch, this was paid for and there was a small surplus
in hand. Further donations had been promised and these
would help towards the Dedication expenses, which it was
hoped could be arranged to take place early in April.
Nominations for Officers and Committee were received
for 1959, and this concluded the business of the meeting.
On Saturday, December 6th, about thirty members and
ladies attended the Ramsgate Branch Ladies' Guild Social
and Bazaar, held at the Drill Hall, Willson's Road, Rams
gate, and a most enjoyable time was had by all, with games,
tombola, dancing competitions, raffles, etc., our party being
very lucky in the latter. The refreshments were good and
plentiful. In fact, there was enough to feed a battalion.
Thank you, Ladies, for a very enjoyable evening.
To all Buffs, Past and Present, we wish a Happy and
Peaceful New Year.
-

*

*

SouthEast Dorset Branch
The Branch had a very successful Christmas meeting at the
Wyke Hotel on 19th December, some twenty members
(twelve with their ladies) attending. Business was kept to
a minimum so that a longer social evening could be had.
Jazz Atkins entertained with songs and a monologue. The
evening was all too short but was a good start to Christmas.
We were sorry that our Chairman could not make it, but
he sent a very nice letter of greeting which was read out
at the meeting, but we hope to see more of him in the future
now that our meeting date has been altered to the third
Friday each month.
We wish all Buffs wherever they may be a very happy and
successful 1959.
H.B.S.
*
*
*

Medway Branch
To those who care to read these notes I wish a Happy and
Prosperous New Year—an old wish, but very true, a cordial
greeting from me to you,

And to those who are keen on the interbranch Darts
Competition the following may be of interest. We were at
home to Herne Bay on the 13th December, and in the first
leg they took 13 throws at a double to finish and failed to
get it, and that after their skipper, Alf Trice, had scored an
83 and a 79, Spratt an 84 and White an 80. Very dis
heartening, particularly so as our team took 11 throws to
get out from double 20 to double 2—the law of diminishing
returns (or something like that)—the winning dart being
thrown by Tom Blakelock, our skipper. The visitors were
a nice set of fellows and, although somewhat disappointed
at their first endeavour, strode out manfully in their second
leg. Pellett threw a 79 and 95, March an 80 and 97, but the
in between scores were very poor and Spratt only just
managed the winning double 1 when we required but 6.
Our boys just plodded along in that leg. But you should
have seen the glint in old Alf Trice's eye when our skipper
started the scoring in the final leg with a 6—all the darts
just touching the 20 wire, making the difference of 6 to 120.
Our guests were under average in this leg (Marsh scored an
80, White a 95 and Spratt a 65, but only balanced nine
scores under 30). Even so, it was the nineteenth throw
before we took the lead, and five throws later Bob Attwood
went to the Board wanting 21—a deathly hush, a sense of
pure concentration, plonk, plonk, and it was all over, bar
the shouting, and Medway had won through to the next
round. Although nothing really spectacular happened,
it was a good, keen game—so friendly, in fact, that I felt
somewhat sorry that Herne Bay had not won.
Having mentioned some of the scores made by the visiting
team, it is appropriate that I give a brief account of some of
the individual scores made by our members. Blakelock
(skipper) 60—100—61—80, Hammond 83—90, Jenkins 79,
Brand (our Hon. Secretary) 70—100, Attwood 80—80—61,
average score throughout the whole game, excluding
attempts at the double finish, 44 points.
The game took place in the Biritish Legion Club Room,
Chatham, and our grateful thanks go to the Chairman and
Members of the Club for their kindness. They have a nice,
spacious place with every facility. Admittedly there is a
door on either side of the dart board which, when in use,
caused the players to avert their gaze, but nevertheless,
everything was there for our convenience. During our game
the ladies present had a darts competition on their own,
which, judging from the shrieks of amusement that emanated
from that end of the room, was thoroughly enjoyed both by
the players and the onlookers. I afterwards enquired which
team won and somebody said, "We did", but who it was,
I really do not know, and what does it matter anyway, so
long as everybody was happy ?
Then followed refreshments—and what a spread there
was. There were sandwiches of all sorts, so nicely and taste
fully cut that nobody could say no, however frequently they
were passed round (and me studying my figure, too!), and
cheese pastries that were— (oh! my poor figure!) and
spong sandwich that was so light it nearly wafted away.
And who was responsible for all these splendid arrange
ments ? Why, Mrs. Hall, of course, the wife of our esteemed
member A. E. N. Hall, both of whom devote much of their
time to helping other people and organisations, in particular
the British Legion. No words of mine will convey sufficient
thanks for all they did on our behalf, and this will be more
readily understood when I add that they ran the sweep,
purchased the prizes for the same (a task that takes consider
able time), and later ran the tombola session. I must add
the thanks of the Branch, too, to Mr. and Mrs. Chaney,
who were once again kind enough to donate a prize in the
sweep.
What an enjoyable evening it was—the best I have experi
enced for a long time, It emphasised the origin of the
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Darts Competition, which was not to promote the com
petition spirit so much as to advance the opportunity for
Branches to meet socially. I must add that the success of the
evening was in no small measure due to the facilities granted
to us by the British Legion Club and its members, who so
ably served us at the bar—this, of course, includes our old
friend and Branch member, W. E. Hutchings.
Actually, apart from the above, I have nothing to report
this month and so will conclude by saying thank you to
the Herne Bay Branch for coming such a long way in such
terrible weather to be with us on this occasion. We were
sorry you lost but were most pleased to have your company.
*
$
*

Sittingbourne Branch
Monthly meeting held at the Drill Hall, Crown Quay
Lane, on Friday, November 28th, 1958. Colonel D. J.
Dean, v.c., T.D., J.P., in the Chair, and eight members were
present. Apologies were received from Colonel J. Wills,
Captain Jarman and Mr. Mount. The Minutes of the
last meeting were read and passed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter from the R.O.N.C. was read,
thanking us for a very enjoyable evening, and asking us for
a return night. This was agreed to and the following dates
were given: Friday 16th, Saturday 17th, Friday 23rd and
Saturday 24th. All these dates being in February, 1959.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.—The Chairman reported that the
Branch had a very good attendance both on the parade and
at the service.
CHILDREN'S PARTY.—It was agreed that grandchildren
would be allowed provided they were paid for. All the points
that were submitted from the subcommittee were agreed to.
Colonel Dean said that he would get in touch with the
Green porch, with a view to inviting some of the children.
Mr. Embleton kindly donated 10/ towards the cost of the
party.
Owing to the fact that our Chairman (Colonel D. J. Dean,
v.c.) would be away for Christmas, seasonal greetings were
offered to him by Bill Sinclair on behalf of all members.
These were accepted and returned with the old custom of
raising glasses.
Booby was then drawn, given this month by Colonel D. J.
Dean, v.c., and was won by Bob Russell, raising the sum of
6/. There being no further business, the meeting was closed
at 8.15 p.m.
LATE NEWS.—The Children's Box and the Sick Visitors'
Box were opened after the meeting. The total sum from both
was £4 14s. 9d.—£1 13s. 3d. from the Sick Box and
£3 Is. 6d. from the Children's.
*

*

*

Dover Branch
January's meeting took place at the Drill Hall, Liverpool
Street, on Thursday, 8th, our Chairman, Mr. T. Noakes,
presiding, supported by Captain Turner, Messrs. Ross,
Loram, Johncock, Marsh, Martin, Smith (Hon. Sec.),
Deal (Treas.), Osborne and Preston.
How very welcome they make us at the Drill Hall, and
they also took the trouble to have a tin of beer on the
counter, knowing that most of our members prefer draught
to bottled beer.
It was a shockingly cold night, which might well account
for the short numbers attending.
Of course, being the first meeting after Christmas and the
first for the New Year, members were probably recovering!
Mention of invalids. We are extremely sorry to hear that
Pongo Meakjn is at home again, I apologise if I have not

mentioned this before, btit news about our old friend corner
from Mr. Smith, who works dridef the same guvnor (The
O.C. Barracks) and one doen't always see him. We wish
you well, Pongo, and look forward to seeing you at our
new meeting place.
Charlie Hare has managed to have an accident. He
started to argue with a very large piece of metal which irt
consequence dropped on his foot, breaking two bones.
This happened a fortnight before Christmas and he'll be
another four weeks before the hospital authorities remove
the plaster. Woo Martin is back with us again after a
period of sickness with his feet. Too many long marches in
foreign countries, he said, might be the cause. Anyway,
whatever it is, he would much rather be without.
We can now tell Sandwich the two dates for them to
choose from for our match in the darts competition, and
whatever date it is, we hope to bring a party.
 Ashford have invited us over to a Social Evening on the
7th March, which gives us plenty of time to gather a few in.
The invite, by the way, includes members of "D" Company.
February's meeting night will include a shooting and
darts match against members of "D" Company, which is
going to make the meeting night very interesting. It should
make reading in the local paper if it can be squeezed in.
I'm sure there must be lots who don't know we exist.
We are all very sorry to hear of the passing of Battle
Bowman. He is an old Dover boy and enlisted from here
way back in 1919. They are the days when coming home
on leave to a Garrison Town like Dover and not being
allowed civilian clothes to wear you had to be just so, right
down to the walking out cane in case you found yourself
on a train back to your unit with the prospect of C.B. at the
end. Still they were good old days, whatever anyone else
might say. I may be speaking out of turn here, because
there are many more older members who could say much
more on the subject.
Now I must be away, hoping that these notes will be early
enough to get into February's issue of The Dragon. Cheerio!
*

*

*

SACCO.

Ramsgate Branch
No need to worry how to open these notes, with the New
Year just arrived. The obvious opening is to wish all Buffs,
everywhere, a Very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 1959,
and to thank, on behalf of the Branch, all those who assisted
to make 1958 another successful year; especially to mention
our Host and Hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Deverson, for their
help and cheerful welcome to us and to wish them every
success in the future.
Just for a moment to look back over 1958; a year in
which we met with a lot of sickness and sadness amongst
our members. Especially do we think at the moment of
our Treasurer's loss in the passing of Mrs. Martin; and
Mrs. Sloggett in losing her husband. To them both, and
to all who have had this cross to bear we extend our very
sincere sympathy, and to the sick we send our best wishes
for the easing of their burdens and a speedy recovery.
Our meetings were, on the whole, very well attended,
and from them I think we san say some good resulted. We
had a very successful Dinner; the Children's Party was a
success, as was the Christmas Draw; and, thanks to our
members who through business and other reasons are un
able to attend the meetings, responding so generously to
my appeal, we were able this Christmas to send out some
23 parcels of cheer to the value of 7/6 each to our sick and
aged members. To those members who give so generously
but remain anonymous—Gentlemen, I am, and I know the
receipients of the parcels too are, very grateful to you,

THE DRAGON
Our sick visitor, Doug Fuller, again did his Santa Claus
journey to the British Legion Home at Westgate to distribute
a present of cheer supplied by the Association Secretary.
I have received a letter signed by the three Buffs in the Home
expressing their thanks; and if any Buff is in the area at
any time, do pop in and see these old Buffs. They and the
Home Staff do appreciate visitors; there are no time
restrictions.
One very pleasing item both to the Branch and, I'm sure,
to the Association was the action of our ViceChairman,
Alan Bingham, in invading R.S.M. Green's stronghold at
Westwood and recruiting some 26 new members from the
5th Battalion, some of whom we were able to welcome at
our December meeting, and judging by the way they handle
a dart, it looks to me as though some of our present team
are in danger of being relegated, and we may be able to
bring back that Darts Cup to Ramsgate. While on darts
I am very sorry to hear that Weald Branch have had to
scratch and give us the game. We were looking forward to
a visit from them, even if they did put us out of the com
petition. We now await the news of our next opponents,
which the Canterbury v Margate match will bring forth.
Not having had much to write about them, I'm afraid
most of our notabilities have not been in the news much
this last year; so perhaps I had better issue an official
bulletin in the first month of 1959. That old stalwart, "Jeff",
is still going strong and manages an occasional meeting.'
Tom Miller is still going very strong, and takes care of the
monthly collection of odd "ackers" as the members leave.
Bert Knott still gets around, and attends regularly, thanks
to his "chauffeur", Charlie Fakely. Arthur Knowles comes
along when he is well enough and the weather is not too bad.
Bill Playford, Horace Taylor, Wally Ansell, Bert Kemp,
Bert Cayley and Jack Dixon all attend very regularly,
Sid Blackman quite often. Then of course there are the
"rebels", Ted Stead, Bill Joynson, Freddie Foad, Horace
Cook, Dick Atkins, and these bolstered up by the Officer
and Other Ranks members of the 5th Battalion, quite a
large contingent of them too, and our Branch Officers and
Social Committee, go to make up our monthly meetings,
and with that lot on the other side of the table it is easy to
understand the opposition with which we have to contend.
Before I close, I would like on behalf of the Branch to
thank all Branches and our friends who sent greeting cards,
and if I missed sending one to you, please accept my
apologies and know that the omission was not intentional.
I hope to be able to announce at our next meeting that
Major Cox will be coming to Ramsgate in February to give
us a talk on Aden. I wonder what these OLD soldiers will
want to know. That is, those who were in Aden "way back
in '01 or thereabouts".
Thank you, Brigadier Parry, Colonel Argles and all your
Staff for your help and tolerance in the past year, and thanks
to ALL our Branch members who turn out on all occasions
and help us to run the Branch. Best wishes and the best of
health to you all for 1959.

Our Social Evening was a great success. A coachload of
Sandwich Past and Present managed to come, and I am
sure they had a nice time. We were all pleased they took
several of the prizes back with them. Also, of course, we
thank them for supporting our stalls of goods for sale.
Here I must mention how hard some of our members have
worked in making such a variety of things. Our old friend
(by now) Mr. Stone gave us a Christmas cake for a com
petition. Most people had a guess at judging how much
it weighed. One of our members, Mrs. Page, won it. I think
she guessed to within \ oz. of the correct weight, i Ir.
Critchley gave a bottle of "seasonal drink". Many men
wanted to win this, and by the look on Mr. Kemp's face when
his raffle number was called, he was quite satisfied. The
lady who won the box of groceries was delighted. So,
many thanks to all of you who gave raffle prizes. Mr. Hogben
was our M.C., who always keeps the games going, and Major
Balding the M.C. for the Children's Party, who was also a
success. Here the highlight of the evening was the jeep
containing Father Christmas, complete with toys for all.
We are looking forward to our trip to Canterbury next
week. More about this next month.
Best wishes for a Happy New Year to all Past and Present
Members, and not forgetting The Buffs overseas.
J.E.F.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT OF
REGULAR SAILORS, SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN
CALLING ALL REGULAR SOLDIERS

DO YOU KNOW
that there is a highly efficient organisation operating in the
locality of your home ?
It is only waiting for a personal call from you, or a ring,
on the telephone or a postcard, to get busy with your
employment problem.
If you have forgotten, lost or have never been told the
address of your Area Jobfinder, apply at any Post Office, or
to your own Regimental Association. They'll be able to
give it to you.
Regular Forces Employment Association,
62 Victoria Street. S.W.I.

BEN.

JOIN THE
Ladies' Guild
The last two weeks in November and the beginning of
December have been very busy weeks for the Ramsgate
Ladies' Guild. On December 6th we had a Social Evening
and Bazaar, and the following Saturday the Branch gave a
Children's Party. At both these functions our ladies did
the catering, and never was so much food consumed by so
few—with apologies to Mr. Churchill!
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SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
TO SUIT
ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS

The Badge of your Regiment

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(.formerly The Goldsmiths &
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

4 ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
CANTERBURY
Telephone: Canterbury 2543

Ask for free booklet "Profitable
Investment"—without obligation
of course
ASSETS £28,000,000

The Buffs
Gold and Enamel
Home £7 0 0
Export £6 2 6

Beaneys —

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

THE BUTCHERS FOR THE
GARRISON SINCE 1921
(EXBUFF)

You'll find us in Military Road
— 23 bus passes the door —

F. R. Beaney

22a MILITARY ROAD, CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 2827

GARRARD & CO. LTD.

PLEASE

Crown Jewellers

SUPPORT OUR

formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
IMPORTERS AND BOTTLERS
To H.M. Queen Elizabeth II
Wine Merchants

OF

FINE WINES

FOR OVER 150 YEARS

B y Appointment

LONDON

27 CLEMENTS LANE,

E.C.4
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FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE, KENT

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: 66301

Delivery by our own vans in London, Folkestone,
Hythe, and many parts of the Home Counties.
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a Printing Problem ?
then Solve it by ringing

FRESH FROM THE
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GARDEN OF
ENGLAND
or by visiting the offices of

GIBBS & SONS
Delicious Foods from
Foster Clark*s of Maidstone, Kent, include:
CANNED FRUIT A VEGETABLES.
CUSTARD. BLANCMANGE, JELLIES,
BAKED BEANS, PACKET SOUPS
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR

TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.1.
 

(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945  Camberley 498

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

Castings for Industry

PLEASE ENLIST
A

Wellknown in the shipbuilding,

N E W SUBSCRIBER

aircraft and other industries, STONE'S
castings are also supplied to general
engineering firms — for whom an

TO "THE DRAGON"

excellent service exists. Castings of
all descriptions — in brass, bronze,

Originally Established 1896

and aluminium and magnesium alloys

Telephone 2785

— are produced under laboratory

FRANK J. SANGERS

control, with full machining facilities

(EX BUFF)

available if required.

English Butcher and Poulterer
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

Regular and prompt deliveries in this area
Purveyor of English Poultry only

114 NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY
[ii!

Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

5th Battalion (T.A.)
W.O.II Dunstall, A.
Sgt. Barker, W.
W.O.II Sinclair, L.
Sgt. Todd, H.
W.O. I. Green, F. J.
C/Sgt. Banham, J.
Sgt. Burton, F.
W.O.II Jephcott, H.
C/Sgt. Bond, E.
Sgt. Bradford, R.
W.O.II Ellis, D. T.
C/Sgt. Giles, J.
Sgt. Cozens, L.
Sgt. Edwards, T. C.
C/Sgt. Hurlow, R.
Sgt. Dennis, R.
Sgt. Wagstaff, A. E. T.
C/Sgt. Port, H.
Sgt. Turner, E.
Sgt. Billett, S. W.
C/Sgt. Winter, F.
Sgt. Smith, S.
Sgt. Noy, A.
Sgt. (D./M.) Rye, P.
Sgt. Kinnear, P.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Morsman. W. G.
Sgt. Ashby, G.
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Simpson, B. E. Sgt. Daisy, L.
Sgt. Kennett, A.
W.O.II Philpott, T.
Sgt. Mauger, C.
Sgt. Stockdale, J.
W.O.II Rogers, W.
Sgt. Cummins, P.
Sgt. Christian, W.
W.O.II Lillicrap, S.
Sgt. Dennis, P.
Sgt. Overton, H
W.O.II Gabriel, J.
Sgt. Sayers, F.
Sgt. Pottle, A.
W.O.II Ballard, G.
Sgt. Erridge, D,
Sgt. Joiner, W.
PERMANENT STAFF

Regimental Appointments
Chairman: Regimental Committee
Executive Committee
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
Curator: Regimental Museum
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs
Executive Committee
Editor: The Dragon

Sgt. Mirams, D.
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Isaacs, A.
Sgt. Burton, A.
Sgt. Cooper, E.
Sgt. Bridges, W.
Sgt. Johnson, B.
Sgt. Whittall, S.
Sgt. Joy, H.
ATTACHED

W.O.II Austin, A. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Collins, D. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. King, C. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Turner, R. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Ingmire,C. (R.A.M.C.)

^Brig. F. W. B. Parry A.D.C.
> Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe
Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles

Battalion Addresses
1st Battalion, British Forces Post Office 20
4th Battalion (T.A.), Chaucer Barracks, Canterbury
5th Battalion (T.A.), T.A. Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs

Widely Known
THROUGHOUT THE SERVICES
Hawkes have supplied Service uniform and equipment for nearly
two hundred years. But they are equally well known as civilian
tailors, modern in their methods, while traditional in their spirit.
Hawkes Department for Immediate Wear is the natural resort of
men who wish to maintain the Savile Row standard without undue
strain on their pocket.
© LOUNGE SUITS FROM £22.
 OVERCOATS FROM 19 GNS.
 SPORTS JACKETS FROM £11 GNS.

ALL UNIFORMS AND SERVICE EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED
For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will be gladly supplied on request

HAWKES

of SAVILE ROW

Regimental Tailors to The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Established
1771

1 SAVILE ROW, W.1

(Telephone: REGent 0186)

[v]

12a London Road, Camberley
(Telephone: Camberley 829)

The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER F. W. B. PARRY, A.D.C.

Secretary: LIEUT.COL. E.

BRANCHES
Brunch
{.

ASHFORD

Chairman
Mr. A. Mills

2.

LONDON

Mr. L. King

3.

DOVER

Mr. T. Noakes

4.

WEALD

Lt.Col. J. E. Clarke, M.B.E.

5.

MEDWAY

Mr. F. J. Cox

6.,

SITTINGBOURNE

7.

RAMSGATE

Col. D. J. Dean,
v.c., T.D., D.L., J.P.
Mr. A. J. Bingham

8.

MARGATE

Major W. T. Jarman

—

HYTHE

9.

CANTERBURY

Mr. R. Barham

10.

HERNE BAY

Mr. W. Thundow

11.

FOLKESTONE

Mr. W. Brunger

12.

SANDWICH

Major F. W. Tomlinson

—
13.

FAVERSHAM
BRIGHTON

Capt. M. de J. Creswick

14.

DENMARK

Major W. M. Iversen,

15.

SOUTHEAST
DORSET

Major C. W. Warren

K.D.. M.V.O.

Secretary
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House >
Godfrey Walk, Ashford, Kent.
Mr. H. J. Scott, lAFarnan Road, Streatham
London, S.W.16
Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue,
Dover.
Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Rochester.
Mr. J. Read, 3 Murston Road, Sittingbourne
Mr. J. R. Hogben, 189 St. Luke's Avenue,
Ramsgate
Major R. C. G. Tuppen, 112 Dane Valley
Road, Margate
In abeyance.
Major H. E. Chambers, 59 Hillside Avenue,
Canterbury
Canterbury 5118
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent
Folkestone.
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich.
In abeyance.
Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherfield Crescent,
Brighton.
Mr. P. BERENDT, Ostergade 22, Copen
hagen K.
Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham,
Weymouth.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall,
Newtown Road.
Third Saturday in each month, The Cran
bourne,l Upper St. Martin's Lane,Leicester
Square, W.C.2, 7.30 p.m.
Second Thursday in each month, Drill
Hall, Liverpool Street
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday in
each month, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers, High Street, Rochester, 8 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month. Drill Hall,
Victoria Road, 8 p.m.
Fourth Friday in each month, Drill Hall
St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, Guildhall
Hotel, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
Third Monday in each month, R.E. Record
Social Club, The College, Ditchling Road.
Brighton, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in months October—May, Res.
taurant Josty, Pile Alle 14A, Copenhagen.
Third Thursday in each month, Wyke Hotel.
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m.

The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1.
Annual Membership: Officers 5/.
Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/.

LADIES' GUILD
President: [MRS. V. BOUCHER
Branch
1.

LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. M. E. Odell

2.

DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3.

FOLKESTONE

Mrs. Coote
Mrs. King Holt

4.

MEDWAY

5.

SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

6.

CANTERBURY

Mrs. E. V. Argles.

7.

RAMSGATE

Miss M. Cayley

Secretary
Mrs. J. Tucker, 12 Chestnut Close, Oak
wood, London, N.14.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, The Queen' s
Head, 2 Marsham Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, 6.30 p.m.
Mrs. Wraight, 93 Markland Road, Dover.
First Thursday in each month, Belgrave
Hall, Belgrave Road, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone. Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road,
Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Gillingham, Kent.
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Mrs. E. Farrington, 28 Commonwealth
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Close, Sittingbourne.
Crown Quay Lane, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Mrs. U. H. B. Alexander, Little Acres,
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Littlebourne, Canterbury.
St. Peter's Lane, 3 p.m.
Mrs. J. Fuller, 153 Newington Road,
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Ramsgate.
Willsons Road, 7.30 p.m.
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NESCAFE

milk chocolate
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There 's a lovely lot of chocolate on
SPORTS! Thick, chunky dairyrich
chocolate . . . with a Carr's sweet crisp
biscuit centre. Such a bitable bargain
for only 2Id.
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Nescafe is a registered trade mark to designate Nestl&s instant coffee

A mail who gives orders
At sea and ashore, the
Commander is a man who
knows how to give orders.
He is a man with the
power of command.

" Well do that again...
two Gordon's with orange,
and two with tonic please."
ON DUTY AND OFF, theCommander gives clear orders
swiftly. He commands instant attention even in the
most crowded bar because he knows how to order.
You'll always hear men like the Commander
naming the gin they want. The clean, fresh taste of
Gordon's is unmistakable to them. And one of the
great things about Gordon's is that you can be sure
of getting it, wherever you go, so long as you ask
for it by name.

| ft ( Gordon's
1
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V UKNUTHUNI((,lf| \
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The rich waxes in Kiwi sink deep into the
leather, to give a gleaming, longlasting

A MESSAGE

deep shine with

vl

K I W I ' DEEPGLOW'

COLOURS

from the Chairman of

HER MAJESTY'S FORCES
SAYINGS COMMITTEE
IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY started saving, you
should try to develop the savings habit while
you are in the Services.
There are excellent facilities for saving in
all Units of the Services in every part of the
world — in fact the slogan of H.M. Forces
Savings Committee is "Wherever you serve,
you can save."
We have an excellent series of leaflets (as
illustrated above) which tell in simple lan
guage all about Forces Savings.
Why not write for a copy of the leaflet
which applies to your Service? Write to me
personally: —

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Saunders,
GCB, KBE, MC, DFC, MM.

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee,
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7.
Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee
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Editorial

Y the time this number of The Dragon reaches
its readers, the 1st Battalion will, we hope, have
arrived in England and gone on leave until
reforming in Germany early in April. The Advance
party leave for Dortmund on the 27th February.
We hope that the Battalion, which will presumably
stay in B.A.O.R. until the time for Amalgamation,
may be brought home for that event, and so give
as many Buffs and their friends as possible the
opportuntiy of attending the Amalgamation Parade.
Good luck go with them in their last assignment
as Buffs. Veteri Frondescit Honore.
*

*

*

The Corporation have offered the Freedom of
Ramsgate to the Regiment as part of the celebra
tions marking the 75th Anniversary of the Incor
poration of the Borough. The Colonel of the
Regiment has accepted this honour with great
pleasure. The ceremony will take place towards
the middle of the year. It is of interest that the
Town Clerk of Ramsgate, Mr. K. F. Speakman, is
a Buff, and a member of the Past and Present
Association branch.
*

*

*

The Colonel of the Regiment has appointed
Major R. H. Dendy and Major L. P. Critchley to
be members of the Regimental Committee.
*

*

*

Major H. J. Martin has been elected President
of the Ramsgate Branch, Past and Present Associ
ation, in the place of Mr. W. A. Wotton, who
expressed a wish to retire from the Presidency after
three years in that capacity, in which he has done
so much to help the Branch maintain its high
standards. Mr. A. J. Bingham is the new Chairman.
Our thanks are due to the retiring Chairman, Mr.
J. Johnson, for all he has done.

Dedication of Branch Standard. The Sandwich
Branch have now acquired a standard, and this is
to be dedicated at the Parish Church of St. Clement
on Sunday, 5th April at 3 p.m. AH branches are
being invited to attend, but a welcome will be ex
tended to any relations or friends of old Buffs who
are not members of a Branch, provided they notify
the Hon. Secretary of their intention to attend, in
plenty of time. Tea will be provided. The Colonel
of the Buffs will be present and the Band of the
Royal Marines.
*

*

*

Games in the Army! A wellknown exBuff officer
took his children to London for the day. On
passing along Birdcage Walk, the Coldstream
Guards were returning from Guard Mounting and,
quite naturally, the exBuff and his family stopped
at the gate to Wellington Barracks to watch the
Queen's Colour being marched off parade and the
parade dismissed. On completion of the ceremony,
the exBuffs' daughter (aged 7 years) turned to her
father and, in all innocence, said "Daddy, did you
play that game too when you were in the Buffs?"
BIRTH
HARRISST. JOHN.—On the 21st January, 1959, to

Anne (nee Cameron), wife of Major B. J. Harris
St. John, late The Buffs, of Broome, Herbert
Road, Fleet, Hants—a daughter.
DEATH

DENDY.—On January 29th, 1959, Norman Heathfield
Dendy, M.C., of Holcombe, Moretonhampstead,

and late of Ceylon, beloved husband of Kitty
and dearly loved father, grandfather and great
grandfather.
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Personalia

We were pleased to see Mr. Alan Maynard at
the Depot recently. He lives at Tunbridge Wells.

AJORGENERAL R. W .

Craddock has
been appointed Director of Military Oper
ations at the War Office and will assume his
appointment on the 1st June this year.
*

*

*

*

Brigadier M. P. D. Dewar retires from the Army
this month. Major N. F. H. C. Norris has also
retired. His address is Garrick Lodge, Lillington.
Polegate, Sussex.
*

*

*

*

Another impending retirement is Major A. O'B.
ffrench Blake, who is on leave at present.
*

*

*

We are sorry to hear that Major E. H. F. Watts
has had an operation to his leg. He is home again.
*

*

*

Another casulaty is Captain J. H. Davison, with
a broken ankle. He is now at his home.
*

*

*

*

*

Major and Mrs. A. A. West have sold their
house and moved to 6 Metropole Court, Folkestone.
*

*

*

*

*

Major R. W. M. Webster has recently met Mr.
J. C. White, late C.S.M. who served with the 1st
Battalion in Lucknow and later in Mersa Matruh
amongst other places. He ended his service with
R.E.M.E. and now owns a newsagents business in
Fleet.
*

*

*

Major M. A. Bompas has written to Major
Gregory Blaxland that he has met again Mr. Victor
Annett who is in the Bank of England. All three
served with the 5th Battalion in the late war with,
amongst others, Lieut.Col. G. E. F. Oliver and
Majors^. G. Cox and F. E. Thorneycroft. Victor
Annett is in touch with Major Dick Cheney and
sometimes also meets Mr. Tony Money.
*

*

*

*

*

*

%

#

Obituary

Another death of which Buffs will have been sorry
to read is that of General Sir Guy Williams, who
commanded the 8th (Bareilly) Brigade in 1927 when
the 1st Battalion were there.
*

*

It was sad news that Colonel A. J. D. Rose had
suffered from a severe thrombosis, but we under
stand, as we go to press, that he has taken a turn
for the better. Our thoughts are with him in his
illness.

*

Our sincere sympathy to Major R. H. Dendy on
the death of his father.
*

*

We report with great regret the deaths recently of
three old Buffs. Mr. W. J. (Billy) Bigg, late Sergeant,
who won the D.C.M. in France in the first World
War. He was an active member of the Canterbury
Branch Past and Present Association and regularly
attended their meetings. Mr. T. Tutt, who was on
the Q.M. Staff of the 1st Battalion. Lastly, Band
master Baker, of the Black Watch, formerly Band
Sergeant 2nd Battalion, The Buffs. We extend our
sympathy to the relatives of these old Buffs.

*

Congratulations to Major and Mrs. B. J. Harris
St. John on the birth of a daughter. Also to Captain
G. J. B. Edgecombe on promotion to that rank.
*

*

No. 62610748 R.Q.M.S. Raymond Hemsley has
been admitted an InPensioner at the Royal Hos
pital, Chelsea. He served in the Regiment from
1900—03, and afterwards on downgrading in the
Royal Military Police until 1920. Until recently he
lived at Dover.

*

We regret to hear of the death of Mr. F. C. Evans,
who joined the Regiment in 1906, becoming a
Sergeant and being awarded the Military Medal in
the first World War, in which he lost a leg.

MR. BILLY BIGG, D.C.M.
HE passing of this grand old soldier on 10th
February, 1959 will leave a gap in the Canter
bury Branch which will be hard to fill. Billy
Bigg was at the January Meeting in his usual high
spirits and little did we dream that this would be
his last. He had served the Canterbury Branch
faithfully from its inception in the 1930's, until its
closing some years ago, then when the revival came
in 1954 he was there again full of the Regimental
spirit, and had served on the Committee ever since
with great spirit and keenness.
I have a particular sorrow at his passing as 1 had
been his chum at school over 50 years ago when we
both resided at Cheriton, and it was a pleasure when
I found him serving when I joined the 1st Battalion
at Portabello Barracks, Dublin, in 1911, although
he left within a few months to join the 2nd Battalion
at Singapore. He went to France in 1914 with the
2nd Battalion and after being wounded and evac
uated to U.K. joined the 1st Battalion in 1915
earning a Distinguished Service Medal at Hooge
in the same year. He later served with the 6th
Battalion until the end of the War joining the 2nd
Battalion at Dover before proceeding to Multan,
later serving in Mesopotamia and Aden before
returning to Portland in 1923 with the Battalion.

T
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Since his discharge he has served with the
Canterbury Corporation and had hoped to con
tinue until 1961 when he would have reached the
age of 70 years.
To Mrs. Bigg, an active Member of the Canter
bury Ladies' Guild, we offer deepest sympathy in
her great loss.
SNAVE.

*

*

*

Ex R.Q.M.S. TOMMY TUTT
Died 10th February, 1959, aged 86 years
I am sure all old Buffs who served with Tommy
Tutt recall his amazing vitality during his service
with the Regiment. My first contact with him was
Dublin 1911, when he was then a Corporal in the
Q.M. Store with an astonishing memory of Regu
lations. Unfit to proceed to France in 1914 he
moved to Dover and was a tower of strength in the
Stores of the 3rd Battalion at a time when the Army
was expanding rapidly.
He was often to be seen at the August gatherings,
and never seemed to age, which makes his sudden
passing so much harder to believe.
To Major and Mrs. Sidwell, Soninlaw and
Daughter with whom he had lived since his wife's
death some years ago, I offer deepest sympathy
which I know will be shared by many old friends
of byegone days who served with Tommy.

I

Home Counties Brigade
Flag

T was agreed at the last meeting of the Council
of Colonels that a competition should be run
for the best design for a Brigade Flag to fly out
side the Brigade Depot Headquarters.

Entries must reach The Brigade Colonel, H.Q.
Home Counties Brigade, Wemyss Barracks, Can
terbury, by not later than Friday, 1st May, 1959;
entries received after that date will not be accepted.
There is no entrance fee and a competitor may send
in as many designs as he likes.
Entries will be inspected at the next meeting of
the Council of Colonels, on 22nd May, 1959, and
the winning design selected. A prize of £6 will be
awarded to the winning designer; the decision of
the Council will be final.
Designs should be drawn on foolscapsize paper:
for preference they should be coloured; and they
should indicate the size of the flag.
It is hoped that from the winning design it may
be possible to create a design for a Brigade tie.
*

SNAVE.

*

*

T

*

Future Events

1959
Mar. 14. BRIGHTON
April

June
Aug.

Oct.

BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER,
ARLINGTON HOTEL, 6.30 P.M.
3. 5TH BATTALION OFFICERS' BALL, WINTER
GARDENS, MARGATE.
1 112. BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY SPRING MEET
ING, ROYAL ST. GEORGES'.
25. WEST COUNTRY BUFFS LUNCHEON, CASTLE
HOTEL, TAUNTON.
10. DRAGON CLUB DINNER, UNITED SERVICE
CLUB.
30July 5. REGIMENTAL CRICKET WEEK, DEPOT.
17. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK, ST. LAW
RENCE GROUND.
9. REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AND REUNION.
15. DEPOT AT HOME, HOWE BARRACKS.
2930. BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY, AUTUMN
MEETING. RYE.
10. 6TH (S) BATTALION DINNER, TALBOT
RESTAURANT, LONDON. TICKETS FROM
MR. R. W. BILLINGS, 14 HORNFAIR ROAD,
LONDON, S.E.7.
16. OFFICERS' REGIMENTAL DINNER, CON
NAUGHT ROOMS,
131

*

*

Staff College Club

HE Committee of the Staff College Club wish
to draw the attention of all serving or retired
officers who qualified on War Staff Courses to
the fact that they are eligible to belong to the Club.

The annual subscription is 5/ and full partic
ulars can be obtained from the secretary at the
Staff College, Camberley, Surrey.
This year, the Reunion Garden Party for mem
bers of the Club will be held at Camberley on 27th
June.

Become a subscriber to
"The Dragon"
and keep in touch with
Regimental news and old friends
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1st Battalion

T

HE Trooping of our
Colours before His Ex
cellency Sir William Luce,
K.C.M.G., K.B.E., Governor and
CommanderinChief of Aden,
on the Crescent Football
Ground on the afternoon of
Thursday, 15th January, has
been the event of the month.
If the Editor allows, the Order
of Parade, a list of those on
Parade, and some photographs
are shown elsewhere in this
issue.
To judge by the many
verbal and written messages
heard and received, the parade, our farewell parade
on leaving Aden, was a great success. It is perhaps
not out of place to quote from The Recorder, a
local newspaper: "Those watching the colourful
and impressive spectacle were rewarded with a
display of smartness and precision, the like of which
had not been seen in Aden for a long time. The
parade made a deep impression on the civilian
population which had turned out in large numbers
to watch the event, and The Buffs were the "talk
of the town" for the rest of the day". The same
newspaper referred to the fact that "Regimental
History was made, there on the dusty surface of
the Crescent Square in a winter temperature of
85 degrees". In fact the drill, particularly the arms
drill, was first class, the crowd was enormous (an
estimated five thousand), the afternoon was jolly
warm, and the surface of the Crescent Square was
appalling. The Commanding Officer luckily found
his voice again soon after the parade began; the
SecondinCommand lost sleep in attempting to
seat in their right order of precedence many senior
officers, foreign consuls, local officials, Emirs,
Sheikhs and Sultans from the Protectorate, and
certain gentlemen who were tardy in answering
their invitations.
The effort and time (in fact only one month)
spent on making this parade such a success was
well worth it, and it reflects great credit on those
who took part, in whom pride and a sense of
achievement was most marked.
The same evening H.E. The Governor and other
senior officials and officers and their wives were
entertained to drinks in the Officers' Mess. It was
an excellent party and rounded off a memorable
day,—and indeed one more chapter in our history.

The B. B.C. showed a short length of film of the
parade on T V. News on 20th January, and we are
in possession of a Tape recording.
Now one feels like the broadcaster who says
"Here are some items of local news":—
The advance party of 1st Battalion The North
amptonshire Regiment arrived on the dates they
were expected and have had a peaceful time settling
in and finding out the local form. The Company
group due for Dhala by sea in the Nevzsa on 1st
January, possibly a little jaded from the previous
evening's entertainment on board, and moved out
to Little Aden. The Commanding Officer went on
board to greet them, at the same time renewing the
Battalion's friendship with the Master, Captain
Bond. The remainder of the advance party arrived
by air on 7th January. Certain of their officers and
drivers undertook their first convoy to Dhala on
the 19th, and on the 27th their "A" Company
Group moved up to Dhala by road to relieve our
"C" Company, the companies passing each other
at Thumeir, to the accompanyment of the usual
ribald remarks and much jubilation. "C" Company
has now joined "D" Company in the Transit Camp.
Various officers who tried the easy way of visiting
Dhala by air were frustrated by the bad flying
weather, and two Quartermasters spent rather
longer there than they had anticipated.
The state of our accommodation in Aden, par
ticularly in Singapore Lines, has always been an
excuse for a skirmish with the Headquarters here.
As a result we have had more visitors from England
this month, who have come out to see for them
selves. Among these there was Major General T.
B. L. Churchill, Vice Quartermaster General at the
War Office, who visited "H.Q." Company lines on
13th January; he also watched the Trooping before
returning to England ,and he visited "C" Company
in Dhala. There was also a large team from the
Air Ministry, who seemed more interested in in
specting the Officers' Mess than elsewhere. Great
improvements all round are promised, but not in
our time.
We get a little bored when our weekends are
spoiled "standingto" at short notice in case of
riots. We stoodto and even deployed two platoons
to strategic posts for the Legislative Council
Elections on Sunday, 4th January, we stoodto for
a Port strike on Saturday 17th January, again for
a threatened General Strike, again for the trial of
the strike leaders on Saturday 24th and again for
the first meeting of the Legislative Council on the
26th. It is difficult sometimes not to wish that the
many troubles which threaten do not occasionally
materialise.
Our football team, referred to by the local radio
as "the unpredictable Buffs", goes from strength
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to strength and in the course of some very exciting
matches have twice defeated the league leaders and
now are placed about halfway up the table. In the
knockout Cup we have defeated the 1st Battalion
The Prince of Wales' Own and the Administrative
Wing of R.A.F. Khormaksar, and we are now in
the semifinal. A more detailed report is given
elsewhere.
Our basketball team has won all of its last ten
matches and are now second in the league. It is
probable that a number of our players will be
selected to play for the Army team in a match
against the R.A.F. next month.
Our hockey team still battles on manfully, and
we have at least been rewarded with a point, earned
by a recent draw against R.E.M.E.
We sadly said farewell early in the month to
Captain Don Butcher who left for England before
going to serve a tour in Nigeria, and to Captain
John Davison who at last was allowed to fly home
with his broken ankle. They have both had a long
spell with the Battalion and we wish them luck.
Captain Mike Dracopoli has taken over the duties
of Messing Officer and P.R.L; he is perhaps a
little harassed by the thought of having to brush up
his pig management when we arrive in Germany.
"C" Company at Dhala have had a little excite
ment at last. After dark on the evening of the 17th
an estimated force of 15 dissident tribesmen sniped
at the camp and at the house of the Political
Adviser, Mr. Roy Somerset. The first shot entered
the N.A.A.F.I, and broke two bottles of CocaCola.
In the ensuing mel£e the Company Commander was
seen running in the style of Groucho Marx, the
Orderly Officer lost his hat, and the Mess Corporal
twisted his ankle. The Mortar and Machine Gun
Sections had an evening's sport in retaliation and
it is known that one dissident was wounded. The
Political Adviser rang up to complain that a mortar
bomb had landed 300 yards from his house but
got little change: he was sharply reminded to brush
up his knowledge of the danger area of the bomb.
An extraordinary thing has happened; we've had
nearly four days of practically continuous rain, a
rare phenomenon in Aden. There is no water
drainage system in the Colony and Singapore Lines
is a sea of mud. It is alleged to be the result of a
typhoon in the Red Sea, so we cheerfully blame it
all on Nasser.
Late one night, mobile patrols of "A" and "B"
Companies secured the airfield when H.R.H. The
Duke of Edinburgh landed en route to Delhi.
Their vigil was well rewarded by the sight and
sound, at close quarters ,of a new B.O.A.C. Comet
IV landing and taking off.

Marshal of the R.A.F. Sir Dermot Boyle, Chief
of Air Staff, has visited the Colony, and our Band
was present with an R.A.F. Guard of Honour on
his arrival. He gave news to the Commanding
Officer of his son, Pat Boyle, who recently com
pleted his National Service in the Battalion and at
the Depot; Pat is now journeying round the world
and is at present on a Texas ranch.
In spite of various reported variations in date, it
would seem that we are due to sail on the Dilwara
on 12th February, and it is estimated that we shall
now arrive at Southampton on the 28th February
or 1st March. There is no one who is not looking
forward to this, except possibly for two subalterns,
who shall be nameless and their reasons undisclosed.
As we go to press, an aircraft from Cyprus has
brought Captain Chris Griffin into the fold again;
his coming is most welcome, and he takes over
command of "C" Company. Within hours, another
aircraft takes off with the SecondinCommand,
who by the time we disembark at Southampton
will have taken the Advance Party to Dortmund.
*
*
*
"A" COMPANY
The last month has passed very quickly indeed; it has
been dominated by two large events—Christmas and
Trooping the Colours. The Company was lucky enough to
be in the half of the Battalion which celebrated Christmas on
the 25th December, "B" Company providing the duties
and fatigues on that day. Even so, there were several people
who could not face hot tea and rum at gunfire; luckily they
all recovered by lunchtime, and enjoyed a traditional
Christmas dinner served with no major mishaps.
On Boxing Day the three platoon football teams had a
run of bad luck and all went under by narrow margins in the
first round of the competition.
After Christmas, we went back to rehearsals for Trooping
the Colours, the Company providing one complete guard
and representatives for the escort to the Colours. A great
deal of hard work was put into the daily parades and the
final result was most satisfactory. The standard, both of
drill and turnout, gradually improved over the practices,
and reached its peak on the day of the parade when the
Company acquitted itself very well. The idea in fact struck
home with such effect that No. 1 Platoon put on a private
parade of their own while out on I.S. duties and gave repre
sentatives of the Royal Navy and Her Majesty's Life Guards
a considerable shock. Nos. 1 and 3 Platoons have also been
involved in the very welcome task of training our relieving
Battalion's advance party, whose arrival caused a large
amount of happiness and brought out a series of frightening
old soldier's stories which should cause them to view their
coming time in Dhala with some trepidation.
At the time of writing the annual classification on the
L.M.G. is taking place and at the same time the Colour
Sergeant, with staff, is feverishly packing, crating and
painting. By this time next month we hope to be just a few
days out of Southampton.
We have to say goodbye to Captain Dracopoli, who has
left us for H.Q. Company; to Ptes. Sharp, Green and
Drayson, who have decided to seek their fortunes elsewhere;
and also to Pte. Acraman, who so much enjoyed giving
traffic direction to the Company Commander on the parade
that, accompanied by Pte. Wedge, he has decided to become
a Regimental Policeman.
continued on page 37
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The Colours are received on Parade

The Battalion Marches Past
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"B" COMPANY
January has been our last and perhaps busiest month in
Aden, and the thrill of our return to England is predominant.
Packing and painting boxes and kitbags has been an irksome
task of top priority, although the thought of our return to
the "Green Fields" is of some consolation. A number of the
Company have been out and about trying to obtain a last
minute tan, although the weather has been both dull and
windy recently.
Operationally, this month has not been uneventful.
During the early part of the month the Legislative Council
Elections took place; as a precautionary measure we took
part in a "Flag March" within the Colony. This seemed to
impress the local inhabitants and no trouble occurred.
Shortly after this, a Port strike prevailed and yet again a
"Standdown" was ruined by a "Standto"; the Battalion
being on call on Saturday only. Four men of No. 4 Platoon
formedp art of an escort for a Dhala convoy.
Training has continued as normal, although now we are
about to classify on the L.M.G., one of our final tasks before
sailing. A lot of our time has been spent on drill parades /
prior to the "Trooping the Colours". This was held on the
15th January and proved a great success. "B" Company
formed No. 3 Guard, commanded by Major Thorneycroft,
and a number of our Company helped to form No. 1 Guard.
C.S.M. Hannaway (late of "B" Company) was acting
R.S.M. for the parade. Lieut. White and C/Sgt. Kay
formed part of the Colour Party, the former carrying the
Queen's Colour.
We have had to say goodbye to a number of people
this month, namely Captain Davison, our Company 2 i/c,
who has now returned to England, having been in hospital
with a broken ankle; 2/Lieut. ParryJones has now gone
to Dhala to join "C" Company; Ptes. Dane and
Pride have joined the happy throng of signallers, and Sgt.
Wells, Cpl. Colvin and Pte. Bonny, who have returned to
civilian life. We wish them all the best of luck for the future.
Sgt. Coles and "pipe" have now been promoted to that rank
and have joined No. 5 Platoon as Platoon Sergeant—we
congratulate him on his promotion.
As regards sport, we have had no basket ball matches,
although we are at present running an interplatoon league.
If is good to see that Sgt. Fisk, L/Cpl. Gilbert, Ptes. Adams,
Tungate and Harvey are all regular Battalion players. Two
football matches have been played; No. 5 Platoon were
defeated by No. 3 Platoon of "A" Company 1—0, and a
Company eleven beat the Battalion Cooks 4—2. Cpl.
Turner, L/Cpls. Charman, Moore and Gilbert, Ptes. Harvey,
Keates, Cooper and Boxall have all been regular Battalion
players. The Battalion eleven, under the Football Officer,
Lieut. G. Faulkner, is having a run of success at the moment.
We end these notes by wishing all bon voyage and hope
that our future climate will not prove too cold.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
Packing, paper and paint, in abundance, foretell our
impending departure from Dhala. Our stay of four months
has passed quickly and throughout we have been kept busy
with both running and operations, the latter entailing
various excursions into the surrounding hills.
Changes are inevitable, and it was with great regret that
we bade farewell to Major ffrench Blake, who for the past
year has guided us most ably, curbing our youthful exuber
ance and giving beneficial advice where necessary. A loss
not only to the Regiment, but to the Army. We wish him
every success in his retirement and trust that his memoirs,
when published, may be like another wellknown soldier's—
a literary success!

The darts and table tennis competitions reached a success
ful conclusion and we congratulate Ptes. Pearce and
Dummall on winning the singles and Cpl. Wildish, Ptes.
Chewins, Dummall and Eeles the doubles. Finals night was
memorable not only for the matches played, but for the
lively interest shown by the neighbouring dissidents. Except
for two holes in a tent and some broken bottles, no damage
was done and it is rumoured that casualties were ihflicted
by the Mortars and M.M.G.s.
Like England, we have had cold spells, and on frequent
occasions thick fog has interrupted our main supply line,
causing the aircraft to be delayed, much to the frustration
of the airfield piquet, seeing their lunch hour slip slowly by.
Jersey pullovers have been worn during the day and in
some cases highlycoloured cardigans.
Lieut. Dewar is busily engaged on messing and has
discovered that there is a difference between T/E and dry,
whilst 2/Lieut. Cole, judging by his frequent excursions to
Aden, appears to have his seasons mixed!
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.
Christmas has now passed, and with it our time at Little
Aden. On the 30th December we moved back to our old
"Stamping Grounds" in the Transit Camp at Khormaksar.
We moved in the midst of a flurry of rehearsals for Trooping
the Colours, but soon settled down.
We would like to take this opportunity in print of thanking
The Life Guards, particular the Master Cook (S.Q.M.C.
Beales) and his Messing Staff, for producing such an excellent
Christmas dinner. The last case of "Bacchanalian Tummy"
was discharged from hospital a few days ago!
We close in eager anticipation of the voyage home and
leave ahead of us, with thoughts of Sennelager and sands of a
different variety!
*

*

*

M.M.G. PLATOON
Unfortunately the Platoon were not together for Christ
mas, Sgt. Speaight's Section being away at Dhala. A very
good dinner was enjoyed by all at Little Aden along with
The Life Guards. "Our Dad", Sgt. Histed, woke us up
with his hearty voice and dished out rum and coffee in
the early hours of the morning. For most of us it will be
the only time Christmas Day was spent swimming and
sunbathing.
A mixed team of M.M.G.s and Mortars took part in
the Battalion Football Competition, winning their first
two games and having to drop out after a misunderstanding
over the time of the next game. The whole of "D" Company
was truly disappointed as we stood a good chance of winning.
On New Year's Eve we moved to the Transit Camp at
Khormaksar, not well liked after the airconditioned (if
sometimes ice cold) barrack block at Little Aden. However,
we are now settled in and looking forward to the return of
our other section.
Five members of the Platoon took part in the Trooping
the Colours Parade, namely Ptes. Bellingham, Durling,
Coles, Munday and Rushbrook, who helped to make a very
good parade. Unfortunately, our Regimental Private
(Paddy Marshall) was unable to be on parade as he was on
Nyali leave for most of the training, much to his disappoint
ment.
On arrival in England we shall lose six members of the
Platoon who are going to get in some Depot Service. Our
platoon "Wog" (Pte. Munday), much to our disappointment,
has refused to chew "Kat", which is the local drug plant.
Finally, we send our congratulations and best wishes to
our exPlatoon Commander, Captain Tennent, on his
marriage. He will be the 2 i/c of "A" Company on his
return and so we wish him all the best of luck.
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This has been a busy and exhilarating month, for in all
we have had Christmas, a move, the handover of all our
stores and the Trooping the Colours.
Christmas went off very well, an excellent dinner being
provided by The Life Guards. Everyone ate and drank
their fill, the Platoon making sure they received their fair
share!
On the 30th December, No. 1 Section moved to the Transit
Camp on the first stage of our journey home. It was sad
to leave Little Aden, with its pleasant amenities, but it did
mean that everyone had a slightly later reveille to get on
parade in the mornings.
We found to our delight that the Transit Camp has vastly
improved since our early days out here, our tents having
concrete floors and electric lights. By now, in fact, they
have fitted up, if not actually wired up, fans. Ptes. Ellis
and Meurin were our advance party and L/Cpl. Rook was
left at Little Aden to look after our stores, which we handed
over to the Northamptons on January 9th.
We were all very pleased to see the Northamptons, our
relieving battalion. We wish them a very pleasant stay out
here and good luck.
Rehearsals for the parade occupied a great deal of our
time. Those who finally took part in it being Captain Baker,
L/Cpl. Hollman, Ptes. Burr, Watkins and Walsh. Due to
sickness and injury, L/Cpl. Rook and Pte. Martin could not
take part. Pte. Watkins was one of the sentries on the
Colours, a difficult job which required a very special effort
on his part.
Sgt. James, now back from leave, is up at Dhala with
No. 2 Section. Life up there is very quiet at the moment;
the dissidents all appear to have taken leave, or found a new
job. The whole Platoon should be united in the Transit
Camp by the 26th January ready to move home.
This month we have lost an old and valued friend from
the Platoon. Cpl. Burton has left us for Civvy Street, but
says he may be back with us soon. We wish him all the very
best of luck and congratulate him on his forthcoming
marriage, thanking him also for all he has done for us.
Pte. Martin has also been demobbed. He is another of our
"old hands" whom we are sad to see go.
Our next month's notes will be written aboard the Dilwara
in full sail for England, provided, of course, that your
scribe has not succumbed to maldemer.
*

*

*

THE ANTITANK PLATOON

December and Christmas have lived up to their usual busy
activity even in Aden.
In preparation for our handover, everything received a
new coat of paint and looked fresh and shiny.
Everyone wined and dined well and some suffered
accordingly during the Yuletide festivities, particularly
Cpl. Standfield. We wonder if this is physical illness or
sickness for the Nurses!
Finally, we wish all Past and Present members of the
AntiTank Platoon a very Happy New Year.
*

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
This month has seen many hangovers and comings and
goings. One of the Battalion's faithful warriors, beer
consumers and merry men has left us for a more strenuous
life. Cpl. Dick Hillary will be missed by all in H.Q. and
"A" Companies, and we especially wish him a very happy
future. His companion in crime and sharer of thumpings,
L/Cpl. Ben Scott, is happy counting the days till his demob.
He is now accused of being demob, happy by the C.S.M.

We welcome L/Cpl. Burnett, Pte. Bell and Pte. Lushingtori
into the office to share the sports, thumps and hard work
the merry men have left us. I somehow feel that it will be a
bit quieter!
Snowmen arrived a few weeks ago and were greeted with
much enthusiasm by one and all. We wish the Northamptons
a very happy, if somewhat warm, stay in Aden.
The Trooping the Colour went off extremely well and
H.Q. Company, the founders of No. 4 Guard, were told to
pay themselves on the back for being the best on parade.
Here I am accused of blowing our own trumpet, but some
say we are entitled to do so. Having rid ourselves of one
lot of drill, we were soon to learn that the old Saturday
morning slog was on the menu once again.
The move to U.K. and Germany has been taking up most
of our thoughts and time, and thus not a great deal has
happened—or even had time to do so.
Lately we have been suffering from a typhoon, luckily
only the edge of one, but as a result we dwell like drowned
rats amid a particularly disgusting quagmire.
And so to end, if my followers will excuse the brevity of
these notes, on thoughts of leave, girls and, well, Germany
for some, not forgetting schemes, parades and administration.
*

*

*

QUARTERMASTER'S STAFF

Recent visitors to our compound have left with that
puzzled, rather embarrassed expression worn by those who
have missed the point of a joke and wonder if it is on them.
For the usual foreshadow of doom expressions, the hall
mark of "Q" Staff, have given way to wide, joyous grins.
The cause of this transformation—we have in our midst
our opposite numbers from the Northamptons and one
refrain fills the air—"Heh! You will need this"—as another
file, instruction, letter or baby is neatly passed. Not even
a method school actor could put as much pathos, regret and
sympathy into such a sentence and knowing the inner
feelings of the participants, I look for a sign, but they might
be Austrlian umpires watching Meckiff in action for all
that their expressions betray.
During the first week of the month, the Q.M. celebrated
his birthday by entertaining the staff at his house. His
excellent collection of colour slides showed us all that there
is beauty even in Aden. A thoroughly enjoyable time was
had by all. A "morning after" remark proves this is no
empty phrase; "Surely he hasn't had three 'eads like mine",
murmured a sufferer.
In the Armourer's Shop, Cfn. Kesseck has stayed on
good terms with his friends for a whole month. Sgt. Sherman,
evidently fearing that so long without the sight of blood
would have illeffects, obliged by cutting half of his hand
away.
Next door, the pioneers are having lessons (Speech only)
in German from Sgt. Page. Ptes. Pattenden, Westgate and
Gordon listen with aloof airs, for they will not be rejoining
us there. Ptes. Clayson, Button, Woodley and L/Cpl.
Lamper will also leave empty spaces in our ranks when we
reform in B.A.O.R. We shall miss them all not only for
the work they have done, but for all the Kentish qualities
and spirit they have disaplayed. One of them at least has
benefitted from his services; for no cheque will be eligible
after eighteen months deciphering my hieroglyphics.
Thinking of replacements, Sgt. Haylett thought he
would recruit a new pioneer one Sunday when he spied a
uniformed figure busily removing fixtures from the old
Pay Office. Alas! he was already on our strength!

THE DRAGON
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The big event of the month has been the Trooping the
Colour, which went off extremely well to judge by the
spectators' remarks afterwards. The Advance Party of the
Northamptons has arrived and are busy learning the form.
Their exchange operators were promptly grabbed by L/Cpl.
Pethbridge and found themselves doing night duty three days
after their arrival. Sgt. Rodmell, after doing one of the
quickest stores handovers in history, has departed for the
U.K. Heading the same way were Cpl. Ovenden and Pte.
Broad (the* latter still toothless), due for demob. We shall
miss them around but wish them all the best. Four of the
inhabitant&of Modulation Mansion, the Signals' detachment
tent at Dhala, are back with us, namely Messrs. Lynch,
Bowles, Foster and Walter. Cpl. Wood and Ptes. Keeler,
Stringer and Gowland follow next week when "A" Company
1 Northamptons relieve us at Dhala.
With thfrelief of battalions proceeding so smoothly and
all our boxes packed and painted, we are all literally counting
the hours till H.M.T. Dilyvara steams in. We hope to hit
the U.K. about 28th February, and any old members of the
Platoon who are in the area of Southampton when we dock
will get well regaled with battle stories if they visit us.
*
*
*
P.R.I. AND MESSING DEPARTMENT
Perhaps we might say this month that it is rather a case
of out of the frying pan and into the fire, for after the rush
of the Christmas season, have come all the preparations for
the Battalion move.
The P.R.I. Staff have been involved in packing up sports
equipment and regimental property with all the inevitable
sorting out of what we want to keep and what we mean to
throw away. So far we have only had to unpack one crate
to extract some cricket kit for certain incorrigible officers
inflamed by events in Brisbane and Sydney. Meanwhile,
Ptes. Bryant and Strong give a very good imitation of action
painting as they wield the P.R.I, spray gun.
The Messing Staff is not involved in packing except for
one very mysterious box which Staff Sergeant McCormack
insists on having labelled "Sports Equipment" and which
occasionally dribbles small white grains which he alleges
is birdlime for marking pitches in Germany. However, we
have welcomed the advance party of The Northamptonshire
Regiment's messing staff: W.O. II Nisbett, A.C.C., and
Cpl. Wilson are learning their way around under the ejection
of Sgt. Cook and Cpl. Smith. There has also been a great
shuffling of A.C.C. cooks in order to consentrate in
Singapore .Lines those who are going to Germany with us.
We are sorry to lose those cooks who are going to the new
battalion; in saying that our loss is their gain, we would
thank them for their loyal and cheerful work while with this
Regiment and wish them luck in the future.
We were particularly sorry to say goodbye to Captain
D. A. T. Butcher, who has guided our fortunes throughout
our time in Aden. Certainly the excellency of the arrange
ments at Christmas were a fitting climax to his time with
us. We wish him similar success in Nigeria. We welcome
Captain M. P. St. F. Dracopoli from "A" Company in his
place.
Our next notes will be written to the clicking of deutsch
marks across the Gift Shop counter and the grunting of
Regimental Pigs awaiting their swill rations.
*

*

#

M.T. PLATOON
This month has been the usually gruelling month for the
M.T. We welcome with outstretched hands our reliefs,
the 1st Battalion The Northamptons, and wish them all
the very best of luck during their tour here. Having handed
over a good percentage of our vehicles to the Northamptons
it has become increasingly difficult for us to meet the demands

of the Battalion; however, we have managed to cope fairly
successfully and as usual the M.T. has been on the ball.
We were sorry to see Ptes. Gladdish, Hacking and Fleet
leave us for the land of snow, but we are sure that they are
enjoying their welldeserved leave prior to demobilisation.
I can't help but congratulate No. 4 Guard on the
Trooping the Colour, also on their excellent showing whilst
on parade. Considering that they were working all day and
most of the night as well during the rehearsals, I think they
deserve a wellearned "Well done".
Our harassed and overworked M.T. Clerk, L/Cpl. Hardi
man, is looking very well and has acquired a surprisingly
deep sun tan, considering the little time he has for
relaxation. We are afraid to say he won't be coming to
B.A.O.R. with us.
In closing, we wish C/Sgt. Bryant a. pleasant flight home,
followed by a happy, wellearned leave. We look forward
to seeing him rejoin us early in the year in B.A.O.R.
*
*
*
THE DRUMS
First and foremost we wish L/Cpl. Danton and Pte. Hogan
every success in their return to Civvy Street. As we write
these notes, Dmr. Rowe is preparing to return to U.K. on
demob. We think he will be back.
From our point of view, the Trooping the Colours went
off very well. L/Cpl. Supple was doing his nut because he
couldn't go on parade owing to his cracked wrist.
The Dram Store looks anything but a store at the present
moment, with sawdust, wet paint and half finished kit bags
all over the place. All for a good cause though.
The DramMajor went to Little Aden on a short course
to refresh his memory on the new selfloading rifle. From
mace to rifle and back again, must be versatile!
Not a great deal to put down on paper this month.
Next month's will be written on the boat, we hope!
Cheerio!
*

*

*

WHISTLE TAP.

REGIMENTAL BAND
The advent of the New Year left behind for us in the
Regimental Band a most interesting twelve months of
1958. When we think back on all those sweated bars
(musical) and varied engagements (numerous), it has been
a very interesting tour in Aden. For many of us new to the
Band in 1958 it has been a case of getting acclimatised as
quickly as possible and then straight into the field of play.
This will be endorsed by people such as Bdsm. Jarrad,
Mclntyre and company who, after disembarking one
afternoon, were mildly surprised to find themselves back
on the airport next morning playing for a Guard of Honour.
However, a great deal of ground has been covered by playing
for many interesting engagements and great hopes are held
in store for the Band when they move to Germany where
we hope to take a Band of 40 strong.
After playing for the usual heavy run of Christmas engage
ments and New Year's Eve festivities, it was a case of noses
to the grindstone for the Trooping the Colours Parade.
Now that is behind us, we feel that all the efforts that went
into this parade were more than worthwhile. The populace
of Aden had not, it seems, seen a parade such as this, and
to say the least, were extremely impressed. We enjoyed the
attendance of a huge audience, including many Protectorate
native dignitaries, who added impressive colour and interest
to the ceremony. The local newspapers gave The Buffs
"rave" reports and we in the musical department were
most interested to hear a recording played back by the
Aden Services Broadcasting Unit; the "noises off" would be
more than useful to Persian Market or A Motor Ride, two
of our descriptive specialities.
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ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL
Once more it is my duty to write some points on the
football in the Battalion.
The Battalion Team at the moment is playing very well
indeed, and as the unbeaten teams play us, they usually lose
a point or two. As the last notes were written as long ago as
October, I will endeavour to bring everyone uptodate.
During November we had very little football owing to
Internal Security flaps. The first match was played on 21st
November at Singapore Lines against 5 (Gibraltar) Battery
R.A., and lost 4—3; a game when we had all the play, and
although we scored three goals, it was not enough; we missed
at least four more goals. As a result of this match, we
reorganised the team a lot, although the defence remained
basicly the same. The next match was on 1st December,
when we played against Aden Workshops R.E.M.E. and
won 4—1. The team played with much more determination
and skill, and only a really good display by the R.E.M.E.
goalkeeper kept the score down to four. On the 5th Decem
ber we played the A.P.L. and drew 2—2. It was a very good
game, and we should have won, but two lapses by the
defence enabled the A.P.L. to score twice. At Singapore
Lines on the 15th December we entertained the league
leaders, Tech. Wing, R.A.F., Khormaksar, who at that time
had a 100% record in the league. We had already played
them once in the Hardy Cup and lost 3—0, as reported in
the last notes on football. A very hard game was promised
and seen, the result a 4—4 draw. I am told that with a little
luck we should have won; I missed this game through
having broken ribs. We were then challenged to a match
by a local team, Khusaf Valley Sports Club, and we accepted,

Now we are in the last throes of packing and binding;
segregated is the "Wanted on Voyage" music, No. 1 Dress
has once again been inspected, and the Bandmaster's famous
last words, "Pack that carefully" are being religiously
revered! The packing expert, L/Cpl. O'Sullivan, with
Bdsm. Phillips, has been more than busy remaking crates
and boxes, and L/Cpl. Barnes is now competent to play
any given melody on the paint sprayer (in any colour,
may we add!). As we shall not see the majority of our kit
before April, great care naturally has to be exercised with
our enormous amount of baggage.
When we arrive in U.K. we shall unfortunately lose the
services of Cpl. Dark and L/Cpl. O'Sullivan to civilian life.
In Aden especially we must congratulate the former on the
valuable amount of work he has done on all engagements.
Being Solo Cornet in this type of station needs a lot of musical
application, and Cpl. Dark certainly has applied himself
admirably since we have been here. To both of these N.C.O.s
we offer our best wishes and many thanks over the years of
good work they have put into the Regimental Band.
So now in the final stages of our tour in Aden we begin
to say farewell to all the wonderful friends we have made
here. Their hospitality and appreciation have made a hard
job much lighter and more interesting. We hope to see
many of them sometime in the near future. With thoughts
turning to the boat, leave and the ultimate move to Germany,
we would like to say to all our friends at home that we look
forward so much to seeing you in spite of the drastic reports
on that ever popular subject, the English weather!
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The match was played at the Stadium in The Crater and
was one of the best games seen this season. It resulted in a
draw 1—1, extra time being played with still no result.
This was on the 20th December. On the 22nd, we played
the 1st Battalion Prince of Wales's Own in a league match
and lost 2—1 after a hardfought game. We were unlucky
not to force a draw as we played the last fifteen minutes
with ten men. We then played the 1st Battalion Prince of
Wales's Own in the first round of the Willis Cup and reversed
the score and won 2—1; a good game, played with typical
cuptie spirit. The next match in the League was against
Aden Signals at Steamer Point; we drew 1—1. The second
round of the Willis Cup was played on 9th January and we
upset the critics by winning 4—1 and getting into the
semifinal. In this match we played against the Admin.
Wing of R.A.F. Khormaksar. The next two league matches
were against unbeaten sides in the League, namely 114 M.U.,
an R.A.F. team from Steamer Point, and another R.A.F.
team from Steamer Point known as Steamer Point. We
defeated 114 M.U. by 1—0 in a very good game of football,
and defeated Steamer Point by 3—1. The Battalion team,
as you will see, has taken 5 points out of 6 against the three
best teams in the league; we lose to the weak ones to give
them a chance, as we say! Our next match is in the semi
final round of the Willis Cup against Steamer Point, whom
we have already beaten, so we go forward with hope.
Owing to injuries to the team and loss of form, etc., the
team has shown a lot of changes. I will now list everyone
who has played in the matches covered by these notes.
L/Cpl. Clark (Goal), "D" Coy.; Pte. Harvey (Goal),
"B" Coy.; Cpl. Turner (R.B.), "B" Coy.; Cpl. Fisher
(R.B.), "D" Coy.; L/Cpl. Coote (L.B.) (captain), H.Q.
Company; L/Cpl. Goodfellow (R.H.), "A" Coy.; Pte.
West (C.H.), "B" Coy.; Pte. Newnham (C.H.), "D" Coy.;
L/Cpl. Gilbert (L.H.), "B" Coy.; Pte. Watkins (L.H.),
"A" Coy.; L/Cpl. Charman (O.R.), "B" Coy.; Pte.
Gordon (I.R.), H.Q. Coy.; Pte. Long (I.R.), H.Q. Coy.;
L/Cpl. Moore (I.R.), "B" Coy.; Pte. Hunt (C.F.), "A"
Coy.; S/I. France (C.F.), H.Q. Coy.; Pte. Boxall (C.F. &
I.L.), "B" Coy.; L/Cpl. Grevatt (I.L.), H.Q. Coy.; Pte.
Keates (I.L.), "B" Coy.; L/Cpl. Scott (O.L.), H.Q. Coy.;
Pte. Cooper (O.L.), "B" Coy.
Starting on Boxing Day, we ran an interdepartment
football knockout competition which was won by No. 5
Platoon "B" Company with the M.T. Platoon runnersup.
Also on Boxing Day the Officers played the W.O.s and
Sergeants' Mess; I maintain NO SCORE!
The Battalion results in the leagure are as follows:—
Played 8, Won 3, Drawn 3, Lost 2, Goals for 19, Goals
against 15, Points 9.
D.M.

TROOPING THE COLOURS
ORDER OF PARADE
Sequence
Music
Buglers sound "The Advance".
The Battalion marches on under "Sambre et Meuse"
command of the Adjutant
and the Warrant Officers.
Warrant Officers move to the Drum Solos
front.
The Assembly.
Officers fall in.
March for Flutes.
The Commanding Officer
"Attention for the
takes over.
Lieut.Colonel"
Officers and Warrant Officers Drum Solos
take post.
Officers and Warrant Officers "Figaro"
join their Guards,

Air Vice Marshal M. L. Heath, The Royal Air Force
C.B., O.B.E., Commander
Salute
British Forces Arabian
Peninsula, arrives and is
received by a General Salute.
His Excellency Sir William The National Anthem
Luce, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., Governor
and CommanderinChief,
arrives and is received by a
Royal Salute.
H.E. The Governor inspects "Greensleeves"
the parade.
"Skye Boat Song"
Trooping the Colours.
Slow march by Band and "Lord Amherst's March"
Drums.
Quick march by Band and "BabelMandeb"
Drums.
"The Drummer's Call."
"No. 1 Guard takes station as "British Grenadiers"
Escort.
The Colours are received on "The National Anthem"
parade.
The Colours are trooped "Grenadiers Slow March'
through the ranks.
The march past.
In slow time.
"Scipio", followed by the
Regimental Slow March
—"Men of Kent"
The Regimental Quick
In quick time.
March—"The Buffs"
The Advance in review order.
"British Grenadiers'"
Royal Salute.
The National Anthem
H.E. The Governor and the
Commander depart.
"Georgia"
The Battalion marches off.

ON PARADE
Commanding Officer: Lieut.Colonel E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C.
Adjutant: Captain C. T. F. West.
No. 1 Guard (Escort for the Colours): Captain R. A. F.
StratfprdTuke, Captain R. W. M. Baker, C.S.M. D. Mills,
Men of all Companies.
No. 2 Guard: Major R. G. H. Semmence, Captain M. P.
St. F. Dracopoli, C.S.M. B. Lyons, Men of "A" Company.
No. 3 Guard: Major F. E. Thorneycroft, Lieut. J. N.
Shephard, C.S.M. P. Floyd, Men of "B" Company.
No. 4 Guard: Major C. M. Hamilton, Captain M. W.
Ward, C.S.M. D. Manner, Men of H.Q. Company.
Colour Party: Queen's Colour—Lieut. J. J. White.
Regimental Colour—Lieut. S. M. Boucher. Escort—
C.S.M. A. Colyer, C/Sgt. R. Cribben, C/Sgt. M. Kay.
Attached to the Governor: Major F. de R. Morgan, M.C.
Stick Orderly Officers to H.E. The Governor: 2/Lieut.
K. M. Griffiths, 2/Lieut. P. C. Lewis.
Parade Regimental SergeantMajor: Acting R.S.M. G.
Hannaway.
Bandmaster: Bandmaster T. L. Sharpe, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M.,
p.s.m.
DrumMajor: DrumMajor R. Simmonds.
Note.—"C" Company Group is on detachment at Dhala,
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Round and About

Correspondence

by The Tramp

12 Haslemere Road,
Southsea,
Hants.
29th January, 1959.

O

NE more link with
the Regimental Past
was severed by the
recent death of Mrs. Julian
The Editor, The Dragon,
Hasler, brief reference to
Depot The Buffs,
which was made in The
Canterbury, Kent.
Dragon last month. She
survived her husband by
Dear Sir,
fortythree years and it
will always be a matter of
The time is approaching, all too rapidly, for the
regret to me that I never
amalgamation of the County Regiments, and many
met her to convey my
of us have happy memories of our days in the
feelings of respect and
Regiment.
admiration for her hus
band who well deserved
For myself, I like to think of Drums and Drum
the description applied to
mers, of Retreat Beatings at Portland and Main
Street, Gibraltar, Ranikhet and Delhi. Of Reveille him in last month's issue. It is doubful if any Buff
Beating also, and I wonder if the Drums, of whom in the history of the Regiment inspired more
we hear so little, still Beat Reveille to the tunes of affection and regard than Julian Hasler who fell at
O l d M o t h e r J e n k i n s a n d I c a n ' t g e t m y B . . . y Ypres in 1915, shortly after he had vacated the
command of the 1st Battalion to take over the 11th
Boots on!
Infantry Brigade. The loss to the Regiment was
I wonder also if any side drums are still in service no less great than to the British Army. Had he
from those days, and what of the names written survived the chance shell that destroyed him in
1915 he would, in the opinion of far more qualified
inside those shells when we "pulled them in".
judges than I, have attained high command. I well
I think of the marches we played for different remember the shock of the news of his death which
officers. "Thunderer" for Major J. V. R. (When reached us shortly after he bade us farewell at
I was at Hythe) Jackson, to name but one.
Armentidres.
Old soldiers who had known and served with
Of the days when a Battalion move meant the
Drums, and the "gentlemen" parading with 24 him could barely conceal their grief. I have often
march cards in their haversacks. Of the "Long wondered which of his many qualities was para
Dress" and the "quarter" sounded for Church mount and I would put his intelligent humanity
Parade by all the Bugles. Of "Wee MacGregor" first. Everyone who knew him agreed that he was
on Guest Night in the Officers' Mess by the Band a fine fighting soldier; calm, gallant and mentally
perfectly equipped for his chosen profession. But
with eight side drummers!
with all that went a knowledge of and sympathy
Of "Micky" Dowse's Field Kitchen running away with men less endowed than he was. That made
at Tidworth when the Brigade moved off, led by him a real leader who inspired others to rise above
our Band and Drums to the Bugle March Shoreham. their limitations.
There is a story which was current in our
These thoughts of mine others assuredly have, Armentieres days of how, at the Battle of Rading
and for myself I am still drumming with the Band hem, he sat, smoking his pipe, on a shooting stick
of 383 Lt. A.A. Regt., T.A. in Portsmouth, and when things were fairly warm. He leaned over
I would welcome news of any Bandsman or towards a man prone beside him and asked:
Drummers in this vicinity.
"Feeling frightened?" "Yes, Sir, a bit", answered
Meanwhile, perhaps "Whistle Tap" would be the man who knew that you couldn't pretend with
very kind and answer my queries while those Drums "Bobby" Hasler, as the men called him. "So am
I", replied Hasler and added, for good weight:
still wear our colours.
"b
y frightened". But he went on smoking his
Yours sincerely,
pipe and directing operations.
R. C. THOMAS.
I also remember something which concerned me
(Ex. 6281951). personally. On the day I joined the Battalion we
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Were out of the trenches and that evening a Bat
talion concert took place in the billets we occupied
I, feeling very strange and diffident, went into the
hall with one or two junior subalterns whom I had
known at the Citadel at Dover. As I began to sit
down in a row of seats behind those occupied by
the seniors, the Colonel turned round and called
to me: "Come along and sit by me". Greatly
surprised, I did so and throughout the entertain
ment remained in this exalted position. Considering
that I had met the Commanding Officer for a short
time only a few hours earlier when I had reported
my arrival at Battalion H.Q., I regarded this action
as surprising. But I remember being put perfectly
at my ease and, what is more, falling immediately
under his spell.
Hasler was one of those rare people who could
use the vernacular of the private soldier without
any loss of dignity or of suspicion that he was
"playing to the gallery" or currying favour with
subordinates.
I venture to think that his widow must have been
heartened during the lonely years by the knowledge
that her husband had been one of the very best of
Buffs.
COMMENTATORS' JUDGMENT
I confess that I enjoy listening to Radio commen
taries on Football, Cricket and Boxing. I also
marvel at the skill with which the commentators
do their difficult task. This, of course, varies with
individuals and I hope it will not be thought
ungrateful if I proffer some criticism. This is
occasioned by the recent Rugger match, England
v Wales at Cardiff. The game was playedin dread
ful conditions. A waterlogged ground made play
extremely arduous and difficult. The Welsh pack
were on the whole superior to the English forwards
and made the most of the conditions which suited
their greater weight. The score after two gruelling
halves was 5—0 in Wales's favour; not a very
large margin. This was achieved by a snap try,
brilliantly scored by a young newcomer to the
Welsh XV. The English line was under great
pressure for long periods but nothing was added to
the score. Now on the face of it I would be inclined
to say that there wasn't much in it but to judge by
the comments of the broadcasters one would have
thought that England had been hopelessly out
played, to keep out—except for one converted try—
a side superior in their forward line on such a day
was surely an immense achievement. There was
little in what was said to suggest that this was so.
It is easy to understand that the broadcasters were
impressed by the Welsh strength but the English
defence seemed to me to call for even higher praise
and attention. I will admit freely that my personal
sympathies were with the toiling Englishmen, but
even so . . . .

SAD STORY
The Test matches in Australia make bitter
reading. Who would have thought a few months
ago when the M.C.C. team sailed from Tilbury that
they were in for such tribulation. The inquest will
be long and wordy, but I imagine that one inescap
able conclusion will have to be faced. To go on
relying too long on a side that has had great
successes is to invite disaster. We shall have to
start rebuilding a worthy side as Australia has done
after some very lean seasons.
It has happened before and we need not be too
disheartened by the poor showing. We shall
doubtless lose "The Ashes" but there is always the
final match in which to make things seem less
onesided.
TAILPIECE
I pass on the following story, slight but perhaps
not without some point.
A schoolgirl in a needlework class swallowed a
pin. The mistress, on being told of the crisis,
remarked severly: "For two pins I'd send you
home".
*

7

*

*

Book Review

7[ME of Dragons, by Alice Ekert Rotholz. A
long, but interesting book based in China and
Siam. The main characters being a Norwegian
Consul and his three very different daughters. It
only goes to show how little the west understands
the east.
Dr. Zhivago, Pasterneck. Everyone I'm sure will
have read the reviews on this remarkable book,
but I feel it will by no means appeal to many
readers.
The Rainbow and the Rose, by Nevil Shute. Not
one of Shute's best novels. Life in the Air and
Australia is the main theme. It is told in a novel
way.
Sail Ho9, by Sir James Bissett. This is the first
part of the autobiography of this fine seaman, who
ended as Commodore of the Cunard Line. This
volume starts with his days in sail from the age of
about 15. Very well written.
By Moonlight, by Peter Churchill. A quite
thriiling novel founded to a great extent on fact.
A Battle of Britain pilot, who later helps to supply
the Maquis in France.
T HE R EADER,
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with the closing hours on one side and a recruiting
picture on the other, and slides for display in A.B.C.
cinemas. In the W.T. workshop vast quantities of
wood are being used in the construction of what
appears to be a cross between the tomb of an
Egyptian king and a hen coop. When its finished
we will report more fully on its effect on recruiting.
In the sporting sphere we are justifiably pleased
with ourselves. Firstly basket ball. We have won
the District Competition, beating the Camerons
51—26 in the final and now go forward to the
Command Semifinal, to be played on 3rd March.
In the District Soccer Competition we were
knocked out 2—1 in the Semifinal by 66 Indep.
Fd. Sqn. R.E., after a very close, hard game, in
the East Kent Wednesday League Cup, a civilian
competition, we have reached the semifinal and
meet R.M. Deal early in March.
Lieut. Williams selected, and did his best to
train a cross country team which came in third out
of eight teams in the District meeting. A very
creditable effort.
We meet the Queen's Own in the semifinal of
the District hockey competition on Wednesday,
11th February. We are hoping to win the com
petition for the third year running.

Beneath Bell Harry

T

HE new experimen
tal course carried
out by Talavera Pin.
under the guidance of
the S.A.S.C. is now
finished. Both basic and
continuation
training
were carried out and
there is no doubt that
the new system of teach
ing a man to shoot is a
vast improvement on the
old. That the experi
ment was such a success
was due equally to the
excellence of the instruc
tors, both ours and the S.A.S.C., and the enthusiasm
displayed by the men of the Platoon. It now
remains to be seen how rapidly the powersthatbe
can adapt the existing open ranges to the new
system; as the Director of Military Training is
taking a keen personal interest (he watched the
classification shoot on 6th January) perhaps we
shall find things happening with startling speed if
the Treasury pundits can be held at bay.

*

We now have two Platoons undergoing basic
training, Ramillies and Malplaquet under Lieut.
Williams with Sgts. Coombs and Naylor their
respective Platoon Sgts. Continuation training is
in the hands of 2/Lieut. Tarver assisted by Sgts.
Stoakes and Yuill.
2/Lieut. Gilchrist is having the best of three falls
with 1 Company Information Room—a hardy
annual. We shall expect to see something pretty
exotic by the time he has finished.
On 9th January a draft left the Depot for attach
ment to 1st Battalion The Queen's Royal Regiment
in Germany. They are to be trained as signallers
and drivers and will be ready to join our 1st Bat
talion on arrival in Germany. We are very grateful
to The Queen's for taking on this task; it would
have been virtually impossible for us to have trained
these men here at the Depot.
The new cap badge was officially announced on
2nd January and photographs of the badge have
been displayed for all to see.
Captain Lees and Lieut. Williams are delving in
a big way into the problems of recruiting. Many
ideas have been dreamt up and some of them have
been put into practice including window displays
in Canterbury, Buffs beer mats for distribution to
pubs in East Kent, reversible "shop shut" signs

*

*

SERGEANTS' MESS
Unfortunately our notes last month had been passed to
the Editor before the award of the B.E.M. to Mr. Argraves
was known. But I feel that some mention should be made
in these notes, more so perhaps than elsewhere. He is
probably the oldest honorary member of our Mess and I am
certain that all members past and present join us in saying
heartiest congratulations and well done, Alf!
Congratulations also to Bob and Mrs. Forster on the
birth of a son. Another rider for the posse.
Daggers Spiers, who has left us for Civvy Street, now
greets the Company Clerk with a very hearty "Good morn
ing, Sir", and the C.S.M. with a mere nod. He is working
for relatives of the aforementioned clerk.
It was with regret that we said goodbye to Sgt. Waltham,
R.A.P.C., when he left to join the Gurkhas in Malaya.
Wally came to us last March from H.Q. 39th Infantry
Brigade, Kenya, he therefore had something in common
with most of us. He took an active part in all social and
sporting events in the Mess and the unit, and he will be
sadly missed. In his place we welcome Sgt. Andrew.
Welcome also to Sgt. Yuill, who is staying with us until the
departure of the Battalion Advance Party to Germany,
and to Sgt. Randall, Q.O.R.W.K., who will be remembered
by members of the old H.C.B.D. days.
The R.S.M. is seriously considering going into business
as an antique dealer, so engrossed has he become in his
present capacity of chief sorterouter of the accumulated
junk in the Regimental Stores. I was present one day when
he entered, took one look at me and said to the fatigue men,
"Give it a dust; might raise a few bob". On discovering
his mistake, he immediately tried to sell me a dilapidated
old bathchair. Almost succeeded, too. One needs something
to compete with the flash cars that one sees parked outside
the Mess these days.
continued on p. 49
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4th Battalion

I!

"N spite of typically January
weather of fogs, frost and
"ice, the Battalion's activi
ties have successfully gone on
without a break, and the
Training Major and the R.S.M.
even managed to creep away
for a day's fishing.
The month started quietly,
with the P.S.Is away on some
well earned leave. Sgt. Harris,
however, quickly disappeared
once again after his return, to
Millom, Cumberland on a
Civil Defence Course. No
doubt he will have many
stories to tell of the climate and the "exigiencies of
the service" to the 5th Bn. on his return.
Companies have done very well in their various
ways this month, and can all be congratulated
without exception. "A" Company is at present
lying equal third in the Kent T.A. InterSubUnit
.22 Postal Shoot as a result of the first set of cards
being completed. Out of a total of 56 teams this
is a good effort. Let's hope they do even better
during the second half of the Competition.
"B" Company ran a most successful "At Home"
and Battalion Dance on the 24th January at which
a large number of people attended. Apart from the
Officers' Mess lights fusing at the beginning, which
caused a certain amount of chaos in the Ladies
Cloakroom, which was adjacent, everyone
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and all members
of that Company should be congratulated on the
hard work which went to make it such a successful
evening.
"C" and "D" Companies in their turn have both
succeeded in reaching the semifinals of the Kent
InterSubUnits Darts Competition, which is indeed
a stout effort. The finals are to be held on the 19th
February at Maidstone and we must keep our
fingers crossed for an all 4th Battalion The Buffs
Final.
And finally to "H.Q." Company, who have
surprised everybody in suddenly producing an
influx of recruits. Canterbury for some unknown
reason has always been a bad recruiting area, but
at last new faces are appearing at the Centre. Well
done H.Q. Let's hopeyou can keep up the good work.
This seems to be the most appropriate place to
welcome the ten new recruits recently joined from
the M.D.C., which is in the process of disbanding.
We hope you have settled down and that you may
have an enjoyable and interesting time with us.

On the 25th January a Battalion First Aid
Sunday was held at Canterbury and the St. John
Ambulance very kindly assisted with instructors.
It was unfortunate that this was held on the day
following the Battalion Dance as some of the ex
pected attenders "fell by the wayside" and judging
by some of the "bloodshot eyes" that did attend
their needs were more for treatment than instruct
ional. However, the day was still classified as a
success.
On the 27th January an interesting lecture was
given at the Depot by the Wing Commander Land/
Air Warfare at H.Q. Eastern Command to which
eleven officers of the Battalion attended, and it was
noted that the usual "hard core" were the last to
leave the Mess afterwards.
Finally these notes are ended with further con
gratulations to Major Jarman and Lt. Griffiths on
their recent promotions.
*

*

.*

"A" COMPANY
To start the month's notes, we welcome to the Company
two new recruits, Ptes. Bone and Carruthers. We hope they
will enjoy our company.
We offer our congratulations to Pte. Cornelious on
joining the ranks of the Chain Gang. Look out now for
Tongue Pie and Rolling Pin Dinners.
The Children's Party went off as a great success on the
17th January, and every one of the children received a
present from Santa Ellis. It even reminded some of the
elders of childhood days!
On the 24th January we accepted the invitation to the
Battalion Dance which was held at Sittingbourne, and we
would like to thank all members of "B" Company for the
hard work they must have put in to make it such a success
and us as visitors welcome.
Our P.S.I, is at present on a course in Cumberland
(lucky man!) and we all hope he enjoyed it (we shall know
on the 30th).
Sparks are beginning to fly around and bull is in favour
owing to the report that Admin. Inspection is in the near
future. It is surprising what comes to light when Admin, is
mentioned.
We have a couple of lads who are busy with the boxing
gloves in anticipation of having a bash or being bashed.
*
*
*
"B" COMPANY
The festive season so far as the Company was concerned
was a great success. Many and wonderful were the means
employed by members to get the "Christmas spirit" home.
On the eve of the 24th December our landlord promised
all and sundry a treat in the form of "Snap Dragons".
These, after the expenditure of at least two boxes of matches
and a vivid description, failed to burn, much to everyone's
amusement.
The next "Do" was the Children's Party on Saturday,
3rd January, complete with Father Christmas and a chimney.
A good time was had by all, even the O.C., who somehow
found himself washing up (Jolly good show, Sir!).
On Saturday and Sunday, 10th and 11th January, an
exchange scheme with our neighbours of "R" Battery 263
Light Regiment R.A. proved very useful to both sides,
even though certain members are believed to be under the
impression that on the Sunday when the R.A. were the hosts
they did their best to baffle us with science,
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Recruits for the Band are coming in now, and one enters
certain parts of the Drill Hall at grave personal risk to one's
eardrums owing to the enthusiastic efforts of our bandsmen
at their practice.
On Saturday, 24th January an "At Home" was held in the
afternoon and a Battalion Dance in the evening.
The "At Home" was well attended and the introduction
of live shows proved to be very successful. The star perform
ance was put up by the First Aid Team who, thanks to the
assistance of Mr. Chamberlain, a local "make up" expert,
had some really gory injuries to treat after a staged accident.
Several local dignitaries visited us during the afternoon,
including the Chairman of the Council, Councillor Foster,
and took a great interest in the exhibits and the film of the
Battalion's activities taken]during Annual Camp in Scotland
last year.
All personnel of the Company are to be congratulated
on the efforts they put into preparing the hall for both
functions, particularly Mrs. Jarman, Mrs. Denby, Mrs.
Cowles, Mrs. Cole, Mrs. Russell and Mrs. Knight, who
put in a great deal of hard work behind the scenes to provide
the buffet. Our thanks also to the Cadet detachment of the
A.C.F. who gave valuable assistance during the afternoon
and took part in a Blindfold L.M.G. Stripping and
Assembling Race.
The Battalion Dance in the evening was a great success, a
very large crowd filling the faily decorated hall.
During the course of the evening, Councillor Foster again
honoured us with his presence, but unfortunately could not
stay owing to another engagement. We were very pleased
to welcome Colonel G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., J.P., who,
after a resounding fanfare played by members of the
Battalion Band, very kindly presented the Battalion Recruit
ing Cup to our O.C., Major R. Jarman.
We should like to take this opportunity to thank all the
other companies for their support and the great help given
to us by the members of our Past and Present Branch in
making it such a successful evening.
*

*

We would like to congratulate Captain and Mrs. Johnson
on the safe arrival of a baby boy just before Christmas,
and trust that both mother and baby are very well.
We were sorry to hear of Cpl. Sturmers' accident at work
this month, and we all hope he will make a speedy recovery
and soon be back at the Drill Hall again.
Finally, we would like to thank all those who organised
the Battalion Dance at Sittingbourne. We know that every
body who attended from Ashford and Cranbrook enjoyed
it very much.
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
Christmas festivities over, it's noses to the grindstone once
more, and we look forward to a good year's training ahead.
At the close of the old year, we bade farewell to C.S.M.
Pope, who decided after ten years with the T.A. that he was
getting a bit past it, and returned to Sunday morning layins.
He returned to us on Sunday, 25th January for a short
visit, and the Company Commander presented him with the
Meritorious Certificate for Territorial Army Service.
Recruiting has improved lately, especially with the dis
banding of the M.D.C., when we gained some new members,
namely, Sgt. Shuman, Cpl. Bell, Cpl. Beardmore, Cpl.
Petters, L/Cpl. Bateman and L/Cpl. Cocks, whom we
warmly welcome to the Company. Also, a warm welcome
to Pte. Fox, who is no stranger to some of our members,
and also no new Buff, as he served in the 4th Battalion in the
last war, until he transferred to the Parachute Regiment.
We are still in the T.A. Darts Competition, having beaten
133 Brigade Workshops R.E.M.E., and we go forward
together with "C" Company to the semifinals, which are
being held at Maidstone on February 19th.
The Annual Children's Party is being held on the 31st
January, a bit later than usual, but more news of this in
next month's notes.
Things have been pretty quiet in the Company this month,
apart from the night when Major Medlicott fell through the
floor of his office—nothing to do with your weight, I assure
you, Sir! It's a pity there is no law for claiming for loss of

*

"C" COMPANY
We are very pleased to begin this month's notes by wel
coming to the Company several new recruits, Ptes. Knell,
Thilwine, Jupe, Terry, Wellington and Boy Wright, all of
whom seem to be settling down well with us, and we hope
they will be with this Company for many years to come.
We also welcome to Ashford Captain White, late of the
M.D.C. Captain White has already made himself known
to the AntiTank Platoon with instruction on Light Rescue
and First Aid, and as soon as the 17pounder returns from
Workshops he will probably get in a huddle with Sgt. Smith
over the mysteries of AntiTank Training.
Our darts team have done it again, although there were
one or two anxious moments in their match against the
R.E.M.E. Nevertheless, they managed to pull off a 2—1
victory and now find themselves in the semifinals. We hope
to take a good number of supporters to Maidstone on the
19th February for the coming battle. The members of our
team are C/Sgt. Wraight, Cpl. Fedder, L/Cpl. Brooker and
L/Cpl. Farthing.
The big social event to be included in this month's notes
was of course our very successful Christmas Party held in
the canteen. It was obvious that everybody thoroughly
enjoyed themselves, thanks to the energetic work of our
M.C., C/Sgt. Wraight, who kept the party moving. The final
Knees up, Mother Brown and Auld Lang Syne very neary
lifted the roof off. We would like to thank all our volunteers
for their help in various ways and also their wives.

H.Q. COMPANY
Are we the first Company to produce TWINS? After a
labour of some three months and with the care and skill of
Mr. Hardy, this result was achieved on Thursday, 22nd
January. Indeed, a memorable date! The Priest Bros, are
with us and join Keith, Luney, Gilbey, Sinclair, Martin,
Small, W., and an old friend, Small, J., in being January's
Volunteers. Small, J., did good work in bringing in his
cousin and Martin. If everyone could bring in two friends,
our worries would be over.
Drill night attendances have been in the region of 15 a
night, and once topped 20. Boy Fagg has now become Pte.
Fagg and a fully paid up member.
Although our active strength has increased by just over
50% since September last, we must not allow a feeling of
complacency to steal over us.
We spent a very cold Sunday in Old Park and on the
30 yards range in January and a rather wet one driving and
operating. Nonetheless, the training was enjoyed by all.
Pte. Hickmott is now somewhat of an authority on the
magnificent view to be obtained from Upper Horton Farm.
Cpl. Baker and a few "chosen ones" have been drumming
madly and to some good effect.
We are looking forward to moving into our new quarters—
our present Canteen is inclined to burst at the seams on
some nights,
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5th Battalion

W

ITH camp
notices
fluttering through so
many letter boxes and
the promise of a Commanding
Officers' conference early in
March, the machinery is being
gearedup for our forthcoming
visit to Millom. Already there
has been an onthespot visit
by Lieut.Colonel Gardener
Thorpe, Major Bill Dunglin
son and Major Eric Ransley.
Fortunately the snow had
cleared and so the Recce Party
had an unimpeded view of the
air field which is to be our
home for the fortnight towards the end of April.
The fact that there is to be no military training as
such at this camp is of course offset by the whole
period being devoted to Light and Heavy Rescue
Training being arranged by the Camp Permanent
staff—although even this stint looks like being
overshadowed by the very heavy entertainment
programme which is being prepared. This will
range from just hobnobbing with the locals to
visits to Calder Hall and beating Retreat by the
Corps of Drums, it all sounds very novel and given
a spell of reasonable weather we look like having
a good time—and there are even some mountains
nearby to satisfy the very keen types. It is to be
hoped that the majority of employers will be able
to release the men to attend for the full fortnight.
Reference has already been made to the Officers'
Ball to be held at the Town Hall, Dover, on Friday,
27th February, 1959. Full details were given in the
separate notice and we look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible. This occasion is to be
followed by the Thanet Ball at the Winter Gardens,
Margate, on Friday, 3rd April, 1959, when again
we sincerely hope to see many past and present
friends as well as making new ones.
With the Administrative Inspection, Evasion
Excercise, social commitments of one sort or
anpther and Annual Camp following on very
swiftly, the pressure is going to be great during the
next few weeks. Even so, the Commanding Officer
is hoping to attend the Infantry Conference and
Officers will be taking part in a Brigade Study
Exercise on 21st and 22nd March. In case Company
Commanders overlook it, there will also be Mayor
making in the local Boroughs to contend with quite
soon!

The Battalion Wives' Club had an enjoyable
outing to London recently and have now been
converted en bloc to Tommy Steele fans following
their visit to Cinderella. The weekly gatherings at
Westwood are proving very popular indeed and a
cordial invitation is extended to new comers to
attend. Early in February it is proposed to hold a
Tramp Supper which should prove a great attrac
tion; quite a gathering is expected with the Ladies'
Guild of the Past and Present Association and
friends from Canterbury being invited.
The Commanding Officers' visits to Companies
was interrupted by fog and therefore we have not
really been able to gauge his reaction to the
attestation of the 400th recruit; we look forward
now to No. 450 who will receive V.I.P. treatment
—but who will not (contrary to rumour) be issued
with a set of specially blancoed equipment and a
madetomeasure suit of battledress! This rapid
increase in our strength has not unnaturally brought
with it a number of problems. These are mainly
of accommodation and even Major Charles Balding
has been heard to wonder aloud where he was
going to put all the bodies; we look forward to
similar complaints from Sandwich and then we
shall be certain that we are going from strength to
strength.
It is a pleasure to welcome our new Drum Major,
Sgt. Hill. The "Chief" has done sterling work in
a quite unofficial capacity and now that he is linked
with us and authority given for an increase in our
establishment of Boys we shall be able to field a
first class Corps of Drums.
H.Q. COMPANY
The New Year has commenced very well from the
recruiting point of view and we are very pleased to welcome
another group of newcomers in the shape of Ptes. Berry,
Edwards, Mount, Wallace and Olding. We also welcome,
officially this time, our new DrumMajor, Sgt. Hill, who will
of course be known as "Chief" for the rest of his stay at
Westwood. Others are also in the pipeline and the Company
is growing from strength to strength.
Our Children's Party was a great success and in spite of
dismal weather conditions some 150 kiddies sat down to a
splendid tea, followed by a film show, fun and games and
topped by a late appearance of Father Christmas—C.S.M.
Philpott in disguise—to ensure that each was sent on his
or her way with a toy, a bag of sweets, an apple and orange
and a balloon. Our thanks are due to a faithful band of
helpers for the very hard work which went into the pre
paration and running of the party.
The Commanding Officer visited us this month to raise
a little preadmin. inspection dust, an occasion marked
by L/Cpl. Grainger "Hoovering" out the Company Stores!
At the dismissal parade, Lieut.Col. GardnerThorpe spoke
to all ranks about Camp and the festivities anticipated on
the attestation of the 450th recruit—it certainly sounds as if
we shall be on the map then.
At the point of going to press comes news that the Com
pany Commander has at last got the Canteen Account
audited and alas! he's a new man as the result!
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"A" COMPANY
We are very glad to report that recruiting in the Company
during the past month has exceeded all expectations, with a
total of eight new recruits; namely, Ptes. Wilkinson,
Cranney, Cook, Wharram, two Shepherd brothers, Mount
and Calder. Pte. Cook is the Horace Cook of the Ramsgste
Branch of the Past and Present Association, so perhaps we
shall see a few more of the Branch joining in the near future.
As is so often the case, fog prevailed at Lydden Spout on
the 18th January, and, after a cold journey to Dover, we
had to return to Ramsgate for indoor training. A suggestion
that F.I.D.O. be fitted to the range is, we understand, under
earnest consideration.
Our livewire exP.T.I. is believed to have asked the
C.Q.M.S. to obtain a supply of linament for use after future
training days. After a day at Canterbury recently, helping
to train the new recruits, he hasn't ceased to complain of an
aching back. Whilst mentioning this Canterbury training,
perhaps the Q.M. could be prevailed upon to obtain snow
suits for camouflage when the ground is white with frost.
Sgt. Jones is in Margate General Hospital for his eye
operation and although we haven't heard anything yet, we
hope for good news soon.
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
After several weeks of training at the W.R.A.C. Drill
Hall in Hawley Square, the Company has now returned and
is back "home" at Victoria Road; many thanks W.R.A.C.
for your kind cooperation. And what a magnificent
building we occupy now at Victoria Road! Not only has the
outside been brightened up but the drill hall floor relaid,
and this our pride and joy. Perhaps the rings might have been
taken out of the walls, where of course we tied our horses
whilst harnessing up—but that was way back in the early
1920's! However, the new floor was finished in time for the
Children's Party on 10th January. A good tea, a film show,
a Christmas tree and of course presents from Father Christ
mas himself—ably undertaken by L/Cpl. L. G. Smith.
The huge Christmas cake was cut by the Deputy Mayoress,
Mrs. Dineley, who was accompanied by the Deputy Mayor,
Councillor Dineley.
On reflection, the rejuvenation of our drill hall must
show itself in our strength returns and we are certain that
"B" Company will forge ahead. Personally, I have witnessed
many changes in the Territorial Army, all of them for the
better, and unit strengths are creeping back to what they
were in the 1920's and 1930's—we shall do our part in
helping to reach the target sought by the Commanding
Officer.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
Work on the interior decoration of the drill hall is now
complete and is just in time for the Annual Administrative
Inspection; the Canteen has also been given a new look
and a new contemporary bar has been installed. This part
of the work was carried out by our C.S.M. and C/Sgt.
Recruits are still coming in—no less than five in one week—
so "A" Company had better look out for we shall not be the
smallest Company for long!
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
We are very pleased to again open our notes by welcoming
our new batch of volunteers; we set ourselves the target of
70 volunteers by camp time, of which we have now reached
60 and are thinking that we will most likely have to raise our
target. New volunteers are Ptes. Adams, Hoare, Duggan,
Fisher, Sheppard and Arnold. We welcome back to the
Company rejoining members, Ptes. Chapman and Faunch.
We hope their stay will be long and enjoyable.

The main social event this month was the Children's New
Year Party which was attended by the most children ever.
C.S.M. Ballard performed the honours as Father Christmas
and drove into the Drill Hall in a very welldecorated Champ.
The Naafi again did us very well with their selection of
gifts. With an excellent tea meal, film show, games and
many prizes, and the cascading of 150 balloons from the
ceiling of the main hall all suitably inscribed "MY DAD'S
IN THE T.A.—IS YOURS?". A very good time was had
by all and a lot of tired and contented children wended
their way home. With more volunteers, we look forward
to bigger and better children's parties.
We congratulate Boy Watson on winning the first award
of the new Trophy and Shield .22 Competition of the Cadet
Force. He obtained the highest score in the .22 competition
for the year 1958.
With the bad weather this month our outside training has
been greatly curtailed, but we have managed to get out on the
30 yards range firing rifle and L.M.G., which we hope will
hold us in good stead when we get onto the open ranges.
We are glad to state we had our highest attendance on a
drill night on Monday, 19th January. Total 40, which holds
good promise for the future, as our instructors now have a
fair sized squad to instruct.
Cpl. Yarwood is again selected to represent the Company
and Battalion in the coming Fir Aid Competition. We wish
the Battalion team well.
By the way, if any member of the Company has a knotty
problem to sort out, he should see Sgt. Barker, our Civil
Defence Instructor.
*

*

*

"S" COMPANY
Apart from a successful signals exercise in the Alkham
area in December, when a company of 30 or so ranged over
an area of as many miles, nothing spectacular has occurred
on the training side. Lieut. Quick, in spite of his recent
incapacity, managed to hop most of the way and kept things
going admirably.
A New Year's Ball held at the Drill Hall attracted no
less than 500 revellers and helped in a very large way to
finance the Children's Party which took place on January
10th. After a film show the children enjoyed tea with such
juvenile delights as ice cream, cakes and crackers ably
dispensed by Mrs. Rogers and family. The melee which
followed must have closely resembled the charge of the
Light Brigade. The hilarity was even more enormous when
Sgt. Erridge and Cpls. Philpot and Rose entertained the
children in clowns' outfits. Their disguise was so complete
that even the SergeantMajor could not recognise them.
Sgt. Todd officiated as Santa Claus, having got hold of the
necessary uniform with ten minutes to spare, and every child
received a very nice gift.
Facilities for social activities are being improved and the
latest additions are badminton equipment and a new stage,
the latter having been made by members of the Company,
and is a very creditable job.
We are now looking forward to a Company Dinner which
will be held on February 14th, and much preparation for
this event is now in hand.
We welcome Ptes. Hook, Lack and O'Niell, recently
joined, and hope that their stay with us is both long and
happy.

JOIN THE
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION
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THE DRAGON

Westcountry Buffs
Luncheon—25th April

Mr. Thomas is now General Manager of the
leading Rover car and Land Rover distributors in
Southsea. He will have four seats available in his
car and will be delighted to give any Buff a lift on
the Portsmouth, Salisbury, Wincanton, Taunton
road if he will write to him at 12 Haslemere Road,
Southsea, Hants., or telephone Portsmouth 35Q76.

A

T the time of writing (February 6th) the entries
for this event stand at the modest total of
nine, and if that is all we can raise I shouldn't
think the Colonel of the Regiment will feel inclined
to come all this way. But "hope springs eternal iiy
the human breast"—so one goes on hoping that
when others read these plaintive lines they will pick
up their pens, or telephone, at once, byefore waiting
for the final S.O.S. next month, and will warn in
without further ado. Those already on the list are:
Brigadier Humphrey Stronge (our admirable Chair
man) Colonel R. F. Pearson, a genial link with the
nineteenth century; Colonel D. A. Wilkins from
Salisbury, Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles, all the way from
Canterbury, Major E. N. Ford from Exeter, Major
Martin O'Geary from Exmouth. Mr. J. A. Breach,
our Resident Member, who has promised us a
happily chosen surprise which may be mentioned
in greater detail next month, your Hon. Secretary
who has to be there anyhow and wouldn't miss it
for anything, and a newcomer to our list, Mr. R.
C. Thomas from as far afield as Southsea.

There certainly should be plenty of old Drum
mers beating it up at the Castle Hotel, Taunton, on
Saturday, 25th April.
Talking about Drummers reminds one that when
browsing round a lending library looking for some
thing to read one is apt to go for the latest books.
Many of these are trash and saleable only because
lascivious or because they use words formerly seen
only on walls of public lavatories. The best are to
be found on the top shelf, a little dusty. Such a one
is Drums and Drummers by Lieut.Col. George
Howe. Although this was published at least a
quarter of a century ago, it is absorbingly interesting
today; and as one would expect from the pen of
such an ardent regimental soldier who devoted so
much of his time and energy to the 2nd Bn. Drums
in bygone days, it exudes the martial spirit of the
Buffs. Copies are still obtainable, I believe, from
the Administrative Officer at the Depot.

Mr. Thomas joined that elite body, the Corps of
Drums of the 2nd Battalion at Portland in 1923 and
was posted to the Drums of the 1st Battalion in
Gibraltar in 1926 where he was a side drummer
under dapper DrumMajor "Buster" O'Dell. whom
many will remember. Writing recently, Mr.
Thomas recalls Major Shorter when he was orderly
room Corporal and Major Bill Warren, who was
promoted with him. His particular pals, of course,
were fellow members of the Drums who, as he
remarks, were a proud lot who usually kept to
gether, on and off parade. Names he remembers at
random are, to quote:—"dear old "Battle"
Bowman, "Ginger" Sawkins, "Scruffy" Knight,
"Dusty" Miller, "Lackrie" Wood, "Ginty" Mc
Gee, "Smudger" Smith, (bass drum) "Nutty"
Bloomfield, who succeeded him, Tim Pilcher,
"Sacco" Page, and many, many others . . . "
In the last war he was unable to rejoin owing to
his occupation but was commissioned in the Home
Guard where he taught 400 men to shoot. He is
now a Drummer in the band of 383 Lt. A.A. .Regt.
R.A. Territorial Army and is instructing their new
side drummers. As he must now be in his early
fifties that is quite an achievement not undertaken
by many busy and successful business men of that
age. No doubt young Terrier Drummers hear a
gobd deal about the Buffs Drums on Alameda or
at the Ceremony of the Keys each sundown in
Gibraltar, those many years ago.

Please don't allow that digression to deflect you
from sending in your name for this West Country
"do" before you forget. Address as before; Little
Beredens, Kenton, Exeter. 'Phone Starcross 316.
R.T.

Beneath Bell Harry—continued from p. 44

We wound up the month with a dance. The weather was
foul but a jolly crowd turned up. A successful evening was
due to Stokes, Stoakes and Perry. C/Sgt. Stokes for doing
M.C. and keeping things going, Sgt. Stoakes for admirable
decorations and preparations, and of course Sgt. Perry for
one of his renowned buffets.
This is all for this month. Look out for the next issue.
Anything may happen—your scribe is about to depart on a
twoday course. Get outside for your haloes, No. 1
Company!
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 2ND
JANUARY, 1959
INFANTRY

Life Members

REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Capt. P. F. Wilson, D.F.C. (312975) to be

1ST TO 31ST JANUARY, 1959
Sandwich Branch.—2nd Lt. N. S. Goodfellow (Associate).
Dover Branch.—Mr. S. Dyer (Associate), Mr. C. Langford

Maj., 4th July, 1958.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 9TH
JANUARY, 1959

Annual Members

INFANTRY

1ST TO 31ST JANUARY, 1959
Sandwich Branch.—Mr. P. J. Goodwin.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. C. S. Cook (452421) to be Lt., 11th

January, 1959.

NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. C. P. Boyle (452418) to be Lt., 11th

January, 1959.

Donations
Major G. A. E. Chapman
Mr. E. J. Shute

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 16TH
JANUARY, 1959
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY

Grants
Benevolent Fund
World War 1939 Charitable Fund

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. W. G. Griffiths (452634) to be Lt.,

THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. P. M. Whelan (452661) to be Lt.,
18th January, 1959.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS—2nd Lt. S. Bowen (439656) to be Lt., 30th

April, 1957, with seniority 13th September, 1956.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 23RD
JANUARY, 1959
INFANTRY
REGULAR ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—23445854 Cadet Alan Duncan Berkeley
Gilchrist (458623) to be 2nd Lt., 15th November, 1958.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 27TH
JANUARY, 1959
INFANTRY
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS,—Major N. F. H. C. Norris (74598) retires
on retired pay, 29th January, 1959 (Reserve Liability).

1 6 0

£ s. d.

46 19 6
70 19 2

Ashford Branch

18th January, 1959.

NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

£ s. d.
8 0 0

Twentyseven members attended our February meeting,
held at the Drill Hall. The Chairman welcomed our
President, Major Bompas, to the meeting. It was nice having
you with us, Sir. Captain G. Denne wrote to say he would
be pleased to accept the office as VicePresident of our
Branch. We are looking forward to his visit to our Branch
meetings. Thank you, Sirs, for your donations to the
Branch funds.
The Minutes were read and signed, and were followed by
the correspondence.
We were pleased to have two members of the London
Branch at our meeting. They had arrived before the main
party from London for the second round of the Darts
Competition.
On the sick list is W. Mankelow, aged 85, who is very low
in health. A hundredweight of coal has been sent to him.
Ben Davies reported his visit to this sick member.
This meeting was ended quickly as the London Branch's
arrival was made known, and the box collection was then
made.
After a general welcome all round, the start of the darts
contest was made. Our team consisted of Messrs. G.
Skinner (Captain), Vanson, Coleman, Vant, Beeching and
Mills, A. C. London got off to a good start and were well
out in front for the first half, but some high scoring by
Messrs. Vant and Coleman gradually brought our scores
level, and we carried on to win by B. Vant with double 5.
The second game, we went off to a good start and held a
good lead right through, with again H. Coleman scoring well.
As usual, double 1 was the final goal, and W. Beeching was
the scorer of the winning shot, So we are through to the
semifinal.
[501

To London I'd like to say thanks for a very sporty game.
Refreshments were then served, and this followed with the
raffle. London were very prominent here as they took
five of/the six prizes. Tombola followed and again London
made their presence known by winning three Houseys.
A quantity of potatoes were given to London to dispose of
at their next meeting. Good luck to the member who had
to carry them. All too soon it was time for departure.
Thanks, London, for a grand evening.
Our March meeting will start at 6.30 p.m. as Dover Branch
are coming along for a social evening afterwards.
We will be honoured and pleased to have with us on this
evening the Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral V.
Boucher, and Colonel Argles, and their wives, who have
accepted the invitation to attend.
Best wishes to all Buffs.
A.CJM.
*

*

#

London Branch
Sorry about last month's Dragon notes, chaps. I had so
much on my plate that I forgot about them. However, I will
try and make up for them this month.
The meeting held at the Crambourne Hotel on Saturday,
January 17th, was really wellattended. One very vital point
of discussion came to the front, this being that our members
did not seem to like our new meeting rendezvous, and that
now our old home was under new management, was it
possible to find out whether to return. (This, of course,
being the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street.) It was agreed, and
the machinery went into action, and lo and behold, we return
to Tufton Street for our April meeting. We are hoping
that this will mean a return to us of quite a number of our
absent members, and that we are hoping also to attract
some of our younger members to join us there.
At this meeting it is nice to record some of our members
who braved the cold weather to attend: our President,
Brigadier E. Foster Hall, Major Clover, Captain Emery,
Charlie Watts, Bill Reckits, Messrs. Skinner, Wright,
Smith, Gardener, Lewis, Bert Martin, Bill Coveney and
Taffy Williams, and quite a number more. It was really a
good attendance.
It was nice to meet Eddie Gould and son, home from
Aden and looking very fit and well. By the way, Sgt. Gould
is Pay Sergeant to the 1st Battalion.
Also nice to see was Albert Sharp and his wife, looking
quite well after their illness.
Now for news of our sick comrades. Joe Goss is now
out of pain and keeping his chin up and'waiting patiently
for the time when he can be with us again.
Very sorry to say George Hardwick is in hospital again.
We all wish him a very speedy recovery to full health and
strength.
Billy Everitt is attending hospital again. He seems to
have had the top of his finger too near a cutter. Hope you
will soon be with us again, Bill.
Jim Redman and his wife have been in very poor health
again. Let us all hope they will soon be on the road to full
health.
On Saturday, February 7th, a few of us travel down to
Ashford to play the second round of the InterBranch
Darts Competition. We look forward to a thrilling match.
Well, it seems as though I have run out of notes for this
month, but will be here again next month, so best of luck to
all Branches.
A.J.S.

Ladies' Guild
Illness kept many members away from our February
meeting on the 7th, and our attendance was down to ten.
We very much missed our absent friends and hope that they
will all soon be well again and with us for our March
meeting.
It was reported that since Mrs. Jackson had returned
home from her eye operation, she had been confined to
bed with 'flu. Nurse Evans is making good progress and
hopes to be with us again soon.
Nine raffle prizes (almost one apiece!) were given by Mrs.
Annan, Mrs. Baxter, Mrs. Hawkins, Mrs. Love, "A Member"
(2), Mrs. Norman, Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. Tucker, and realised
a total of £1 13s. Od.
*

*

*

Dover Branch
Changing our meeting night until the second Thursday
means that we shall be one month behind with our notes.
I know that all those who buy The Dragon like to read of
their particular Branch or Mess, etc., every time, and so
in forwarding these few notes I am making sure (providing
the Editor publishes) that we are in next month's edition.
Notes of our meeting, etc., will follow on for the following
month.
This Saturday we are off to Sandwich for the InterBranch
Darts Match and our worthy Secretary has been running
round trying to fill the bus. Local "D" Company have an
open invitation and we are hoping that at least ten will
take advantage of it and turn up.
The Secretary has had a lot on his plate, being head cook
and housemaid at home since before Christmas.
Mrs. Smith has been ill, spending some time in hospital.
She is out and at home but has to take things very carefully.
We all trust and hope she will soon be quite well and about
again.
Sorry not to have any further news of Pongo Meaking,
mostly due to my own fault in not writing. Pongo is living
at his daughter Audrey's at Shepherdswell, not all that far
away that we shouldn't go and see him. We hope that
you are progressing, Pongo.
Our Chairman has fallen foul of this very cold weather
and it laid up, and believe me, he has up till the time of
being taken ill had Mrs. Noakes on the sick list. Hoping
to see one or both of them on Saturday.
Good news first. Woo Martin is walking normally again
and is much better. Charlie Hare, our ViceChairman, has
his foot out of plaster and is eagerly waiting to get back to
work. He says he is fed up doing nothing.
Jack Deal has been keeping Mondays dates down at the
Range waiting patiently for those members to turn up
to complete their cards for the respective competitions.
One reason why we are so far down the table with lost
matches is because members who promised to turn up to
fire fail to do so, and instead of five or six cards going in
to complete the team, they go in one or two short and so
are short that much in scores.
I know that the weather is against members on some
Mondays but not every one, and if Jack knew they weren't
going to turn up, something might be done. Jack is a very
persevering sort of chap where shooting is concerned, ana
we are most grateful. I wish I had more time during the
evenings.
Sorry to mention such things in the notes like this, but
one thing is sure, those who cannot get to the meeting to
hear about it can therefore read about it.
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A letter from Colonel Dean was read informing all
members of the Branch that he would be out of the country
and would be unable to attend the Jenuary meeting. A
circular from the T.A. was read, inviting all members of the
Past and Present Association and their wives to an "At
Home" in the afternoon and a Dance in the evening, the
date being 24th January, 1959.
DARTS COMPETITION.—We had no further information as
to which Branch we would be playing in the second round.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—All members were reminded
that the A.G.M. would be held on Friday, February 6th,
1959.' The Treasurer was reminded that a balance was
needed. Major R. Jarman suggested that in the absence of
Colonel Dean, Lieut.Col. Wills and Mr. Mount would
do the audit.
T.A. RECRUITING CUP.—This trophy had been won by
"B" Company of Sittingbourne, commanded by Major R.
Jarman. The Past and Present offered their congratulations
on this achievement and they were accepted by Major
Jarman.
The seasonal greetings of a Happy New Year to the T.A.
were proposed by Mr. C. Nairns and seconded by Mr. T.
Gee. This was carried. Major Jarman accepted and
returned them to the Past and Present coupled with those of
Colonel D. J. Dean.
The Booby was the i drawn, given this month by Mr.
Starks and won by Mr. T. Gee, raising a sum of 6/. There
being no further business, the meeting was closed.
LATE NEWS.—We are very pleased to say that Bert
Maccrae (Mack) is much better and in good spirits, after
such a trying time, losing his eye and what he has gone
through., and it just shows that he has the heart of a Buff.
His address is 158 London Road, Sittingbourne, should any
of the boys wish to write to him. Harry Ives is looking
much better, and keeps smiling. Now Mr. Jock Herbert,
I understand, has hibernated and I don't blame him. Apart
from that he is not too bad. Well, keep smiling.

1 hear also that Jack ran into Major Hart and found him
well but busy. Thank you, Sir, for your donation. Don't
forget our new place of meeting. We should very much
like to see you. Sure you will know your way about the
place?
Will have to ring off for this batch.
Cheerio!
SACCO.

Medway Branch
Not being a prophet, I cannot say what the weather will
be like when you read these notes, but when they were
written the cold spell of early January had just broken and
it was pouring cats and dogs. And what a spell it was, and
how lucky were we who resided south of the Thames. On
such occasions I am sure that there are many old soldiers
who, like me, have nostalgic thoughts of service given in
warmer climes—the funny thing is, however, that I (and the
others) are apt to forget the inconveniences and discomforts
that occurred during those experiences.
Nothing much to report this month. We met as usual on
the third Saturday of the month when our discussions,
in the main, covered the three following points. A social,
darts and accommodation. The social is to be given in
our favour by the Sandwich Branch on the 7th March.
Naturally we are looking forward to that date, final arrange
ments regard transport for which will be made at our
February meeting. Interested members, please note.
We are at home to the Sittingbourne Branch in the second
round of the Darts Competition. Our Hon. Secretary,
Harold Brand, wrote offering three dates, but his letter
could not have reached its destination until after Sitting
bourne had had its monthly meeting, and so no reply has
been received to date. Making the necessary arrangements
for these shows creates a lot of work for the respective
secretaries and I am sure that thinking members are very
grateful to them for all they do. I hope to be able to give
the result of this game in next month's notes.
For some time now it has been felt that our present
accommodation is unsuitable. It is all that is necessary for
our ordinary monthly meetings, but completely inadequate
when the Branch entertains. For this reason our eye is
case elsewhere where greater allround facilities are avail
able. There are various persons to be consulted before any
decision can be reached and for this reason I shall not give
more detailed information at the moment. Rest assured,
however, that full information will be forthcoming at the
earliest possible date.
Freddie Cox, our Chairman, was unable, for family
reasons, to be with us and this was much regretted. It is
hoped that February will see him back in his usual seat of
honour.

*

*

*

SIN BAD.

Ramsgate Branch

Sittingbourne Branch
Meeting held at the Drill Hall on Friday, 2nd January,
1959. In the absence of Colonel Dean, v.c., Lieut.Col.
J. Wills and Mr. Mount, Major R. Jarman took the Chair.
Ten members were present. Apologies were received from
Colonel Dean, v.c., Lieut.Col. J. Wills and C.S.M.
Antrichan. Minutes of the last meeting were read and
passed.
CHILDREN'S PARTY.—The concert party had been booked.
Mr. Allen had taken on the task of Father Christmas once
more. Bill Sinclair had promised to do the decorations
and the T.A. "B" Company The Buffs had graciously given
a donation towards the cost of the party.

To start off the New Year, as usual we had our A.G.M.,
at which we mustered up some 50 officers and members,
including several new members from the 5th Battalion.
We were very pleased to welcome them, and a special
welcome to Major Dunglingson, who was making his first
visit since taking over from Major Critchley the job of
Training Officer of the 5th Battalion, and we trust it will
not be his last visit. We have hopes of seeing Major Critchley
at our meetings in the near future. This meeting, of course,
brought to the fore our financial position, which, considering
the extra expenditure, leaves us in a fairly healthy position,
although our balance is not quite up to last year's figure.
Also at this meeting comes the Election of Officers, and
in these we have one or two changes. Major H. J. Martin
was elected to the Office of President, to succeed Mr. W. A.
Wotton, who becomes Past President, while Major Martin
still retains the office of Treasurer in addition to that of
President. Our VicePresidents were all reelected—C. F.
Fakley, B. E. Knott and E. H. Swendell—and are joined
by Mr. J. Johnson, retiring Chairman, to which office we
welcome Mr. A. J. Bingham, our previous ViceChairman;
which vacancy will be filled by Mr. E. A. Castle. The only
other change was that of Welfare Officer; Charles Piddiick
being elected to fill the place vacated by Mr. D. S. Fuller,
who continues to act as Assistant Secretary. We have
decided to cut down on our Committee and let the one body
do the Social as well as the General work, which in effect
means that the same people will be doing most of the work.
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THE DRAGON
We have, I'm sorry to say, to report the passing of W. J.
(Bill) Collins, a Life Member, at the age of 65, on January
19th. The Branch was represented at the funeral by Wally
Ansell, Sid Heath and the Secretary; and to his family
we offer our sincerest sympathy. We also have grave news
of another Life Member (Ted Hougham) who is seriously
ill in the Sea Bathing Hospital at Margate; and while on
the subject of sick, I must tender our best wishes for their
recovery to Archie Meakin of Dover Branch, and to Major
Bill Williams, who has recently been in hospital. To you
both, and all sick, very best wishes for better health in the
very neer future.
On Friday, 23rd January, we mustered up about 26
members and some of the ladies for a games evening at
W. W. Martin's Social and Sports Club. A very pleasant
evening was spent, even if we did lose by the odd game.
I am sure no one worried who won or lost, it was such a
friendly gathering, and it is hoped that there will be others
to follow. Ted Stead and his dart boy won the "gallon",
although they managed to lose most of the other dart games!
Then on Saturday, 31st January, we were invited to the
Ladies' Guild Party, Fancy Dress; and what a night!
We were bolstered up by Canterbury and Sandwich members
and their ladies. I think the highlight of the evening was to
see R.S.M. "Chalky" White sitting (or should I say lying)
on a lady's lap and being fed with milk from a baby's bottle.
No wonder he is such a bonny boy! I must also make men
tion of Major Eric Ransley in his fancy dress as "The Devil".
I guess there are other names for him at Westwood, but he
was jolly good, as was Mrs. Ransley as the "Witch". No
doubt the ladies will have something to write about this
party, so I will not steal their thunder.
For our February meeting we are pleased to have Major
Cox visiting us from the Depot and to give us a talk on
Aden. We hope, too, that he will bring some of his Officers
and Other Ranks with him to visit Ramsgate.
I think this is about all for this month, so best wishes to all
Buffs everywhere.
BEN.

Ladies' Guild
This month the Ramsgate Ladies' Guild had an afternoon
out visiting the Canterbury Ladies' Guild. They entertained
us with films and tombola and gave us a wonderful tea.
Mrs. Lane of the Canterbury Guild made a lovely iced cake
for the occasion. We all had a good time. Some of our
members won prizes, including our new member, Mrs. Joy,
and Mrs. Pidduck and Mrs. Balding.
On January 31st we had a Fancy Dress Social at Willson's
Road Drill Hall, and we were very pleased to have some of
the Canterbury and Sandwich members there. We had a
parade for the fancy dress. This was won by Major and
Mrs. Ransley, who were dressed as a witch complete with
broomstick, and a devil complete with a light on the end of
his tail. "Headmaster" Hogben, in his gown and mortar
board, was the very able M.C. Many thanks, Ben.
I do think here a word of praise should go to Mrs. Faulkner
for driving alone from Herne Bay and back to be with us.
1 think everyone had a good time. It was also the birthday
of Miss Cayley and Mr. Bingham, and to them a short
out of tune rendering of Happy Birthday to You was sung.
We are now all looking forward to the "Tramp Supper"
at Westwood Drill Hall, which should provide some more
fu i.
J.E.F.

Canterbury Branch
With the implementation of Civilianization of Army staff
job wallahs at our Depot, I am beginning to wonder if my
old friend and mentor, Mr. George Mould, will be able to
find time to type these notes in future, for George is the
pater familias of the Depot civilians (although some use
stronger words than that!) and his rank and file will soon
be stronger than the effective troops!
1 was recently given to thinking of how wireless and
television must have increased the la|yman's knowledge of
the Army in general, and in particular the intermixed goings
on of each regiment, as for example the Tropping of the
Colour by the 1st Battalion at Ade p recently, but, alas!
the local patronage of each county egiment has suffered
at the expense of this broader public!lity. Only a few days
ago I was reading of the Patrons associated with our Past
and Present Association in 1924. They included the Mayors
of every Kentish town, the Lord Lieutenant of Kent and his
Deputies, and many senior titled dignitaries of the County
and Services.
Even if such august patronage has appeared to desert us,
we cannot grumble at our own local support, for once
again at our first meeting of 1959 we had a comfortable
and convivial assembly, which included the welcome presence
of one or two regular friends from the Ladies' Guild.
Our Chairman welcomed the assembly with the season's
compliments and then aired the business matters which
had piled up since November.
The two functions of the past two months show a better
profit than we had anticipated, and our cheque for our small
efforts towards the City Carnival has materialized, so Our
Treasurer now feels happier about our "Kitty". Flushed
with our success with the dance, the previous promoters
are already endeavouring to book another date and tenta
tively this will be the 4th April. The two members who gave
loyal service towards the success of our last dance, namely
Messrs. Kidder Bros., were rewarded by having their efforts
acknowledged and recorded in our Minutes.
Mr. Mould, with his customary but unobtrus,iye way of
helping the Club, gave us information of the prospects of
the increase of civilians being employed at the Depot, and
the Chairman thanked him for this display of interest/in
our members.
* .
Colonel Argles gave us a sly dig over two social commit
ments that we seem to have overlooked, viz.,,Scooting and
Darts Competitions. The former we think can be overcome,
for we handed the new targets over to "Hoppo", our shooting
skipper, and he no doubt will attend to this part of our
domestic life with his usual zeal and results, we hope.
The Darts, however, appear to have caught us with our
nether garments down. A potential team showed willingness
to be under short notice to proceed to Margate, and our
Secretary is urgently hoping to repair this omission by
fitting in a date:
I
Mr. Rennels and Mr. Robinson were thanked for their
efforts towards our old age pensioners at Christmastime,
and the bulk of the recipients thanked us for. their gifts.
Time is not on the side of two of our old friends, for our
loyal old Chitral Wallah, Mr. Thormby, had to miss his
first evening for many a month, and Mr. Allen; who gallantly
made the journey from Wingham way, has had to ctirtail
his visits. We hope for better news in the future.
I notice in January's Dragon that the C.O. of the 1st
Battalion seeks news and information regarding the status
of a KOTWAL. I am sure he has an informant right
on his doorstep, namely Moggie Catt, unless of course that
gentleman was so occupied at Bareilly with playing cards
in the barrack room after "Lights Out" that he had little
time to appreciate the native personnel serving with him—
Cha Wallahs accepted!
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The Hon. Secretary thanked the Chairman, Committee
and members for their cooperation and support. The Report
was then adopted.
PRESENTATION.—The Chairman, on behalf of the Branch,
then presented to the Hon. Secretary a pipe, piperack and
tobacco, and for Mrs. Taylor a handbag, as a Token of
thanks and appreciation for their work for the Branch.
The Hon. Secretary, in accepting the gifts, expressed thanks
and appreciation on behalf of his wife and himself. It was
always a pleasure to do what they could for the welfare of
the Branch.
ELECTION OF STANDARD BEARER.—Mr. A. Ledner was
elected as Bearer, with Escorts Mr. C. Willis and Mr. J.
Field.
DEDICATION OF STANDARD.—It was agreed that this should
take place on Sunday, April 5th or 12th, subject to the
approval of the Vicar.
DARTS COMPETITION.—It was agreed to offer Dover Branch
the choice of February 7th c<r 21st for the match with us in
the second round of the competition.

With that spate of Urdu, I will humbly sign myself dear
Master and pray God for your indifference to Good Health.
HARI CHAND KAPOOR,

Late Regimental Kotwal and
now upstarted'to be
BABU.
*

*

*

Ladies' Guild

February 4th was a bitter day with a searching cold east
wind, so it was pleasant to be in the warm comfort of our
meeting place at the Drill Hall. Mrs. Argles took the Chair.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read by Mrs.
Alexander, proposed and carried unanimously.
Those members who were lucky enough to be able to go
to the party at Ramsgate last month said how much they
had enjoyed it and what a wonderful time they had had.
Two new members were warmly welcomed, Mrs. Dismore
and Mrs. Tilleard.
A discussion took place about the summer outing. It
seems early to talk of this, but we hope summer weather is
not many months away. It was thought that a visit to a
wellknown house and garden would be a pleasure to most
of us. Mrs. Finulay suggested Penshurst, which is quite
beautiful and near enough for an afternoon's expedition.
A beetle drive was the afternoon's amusement. Several
beetles were completed but Mrs. White's won the prize.
The competition was won by Mrs. Tilleard, who insisted
on sharing her prize a box of biscuits with us all.
The teahostesses Were Mrs. Faulkner and Mrs. Worts.
*

*

THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 1959.—

Chairman: Major F. W. Tomlinson. ViceChairman
Mr. A. Ledner. Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. H.
Taylor. Committee: Reelected en bloc with one additional
member, Mr. N. Goodfeiiow, A. Beecham, R. Bullock.
P. Harlow, A. Douglass, J. Field, C. Field, C. Willis, C.S.M
Lillicrap, s.c.
Confirmation has now been received that the Dedication
of our Standard will take place on Sunday, April 5th, at
3 p.m. Will Branches please note.

*

Sandwich Branch

*

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Drill Hall
on Wednesday, January 7th, 1959, at 8 p.m. Major F. W.
Tomlinsofr presided and a fair number of members were
present.
The meeting opened with the usual moment's silence,
followed by the reading and adoption of the Minutes of the
 last Annual Meeting.
Apologies were received from Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart and
Messrs. M. Goodfeiiow, L. Daniels and P. Goodwin.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Chairman read notes from letters
he had received from the O.G 1st Battalion The Buffs,
Lieut.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C., with reference to the
homecoming of the Battalion and the position regarding
tfie Band for the Dedication of the Branch Standard.
J Greeting Cards reeeived from the Battalions and Branches
werfe before the meeting and handed round to the members.
STATEMENT O^ ACCOUNTS.—The statement was presented
by the Treasurer and although the balance was a little
below last year, was considered to be very satisfactory.
A vote of thanks was accorded the Treasurer and the state
ment was ad6pted. A vote of thanks was also accorded the
Hon. Auditor, Mr. L. Daniels.
In the Hon. Secretary's Annual Report it was stated that
the attendance at meetings had not been quite so good and
suggested that we might invite the ladies to future meetings
and arrange for games, etc., after the meeting.
The sale of Dragons had been maintained at 20 copies
per month.
MEMBERSHIP.—It was reported with regret that two
members were deceased, two new annual members had been
enrolled, two annual members had become life members.
Present strength of the Branch, 75 life and 12 annual mem
bers, and we have started the New Year with two more new
annual members, a total of 91 members.
The Branch now has its Standard, thanks to the very
generous donations from members and friends of the
Branch. We now await the Dedication.

*

*

Brighton Branch
We unfortunately did not have many attend the first
meeting of the year, and I'm sure those who did will long
remember the most interesting talk that Lieut. Cathray
gave us about the Battalion in Aden, also the very good
photographs he showed us.
The Chairman thanked Lieut. Cathray and welcomed
Mr. Cathray, who came along to our meeting with his son.
We hope when the warmer weather comes and more mem
bers can attend, we can ask Lieut. Cathray to tell us more
about present day Aden, as some of our elder members will
be most interested.
We were pleased to receive a letter from Ben Molkinthin.
Thank you, Ben, for your kind wishes for the New Year,
and when the better days come, we hope you will be able to
come over to see us.
Mr. Laskey has now got an appointment in London, and
is very sorry that he will not be able to come to the meetings
very often now. Still, we know that he will come whenever
he can, as he so very often made the journey from Eastbourne.
The children enjoyed a very jolly party at the R.E. Social
Club and each child received a lovely present. They have
also been to see the Ice Pantomime, which I hear they all
enjoyed very much.
We will be very pleased to see any members from other
Branches at our Annual Dinner and Dance on March 14th.
price 13/6. We can assure all of a good time, so if anyone
would like to join us, I'll be very pleased to send them
tickets.
Major and Mrs. Milton have invited all members to their
Cider Party on June 6th.
Pleased to report that Bert Tester is making good progress.
Major Milton has visited Mr. Tester and Mr. Jimmy Dray
Best wishes to all.
W.A.K
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR

TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.1.
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits
.
.
.
.
All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

AT YOUR SERVICE

AT ALL TIMES

Castings for Industry

FOR

PHOTOGRAPHY

Lambert Weston & Son Ltd

Wellknown in the shipbuilding,

106 Sandgate Road
FOLKESTONE

aircraft and other industries, STONE'S
castings are also supplied to general

Tel. 3037
Specialists in —

engineering firms — for whom an

Portraiture  Commercial  Press 
Military Photography

Originally Established 1896

excellent service exists. Castings of
all descriptions — in brass, bronze,
and aluminium and magnesium alloys

Telephone 2785

— are produced under laboratory

FRANK J. SANGERS

control, with full machining facilities

(EX BUFF)

available if required.

English Butcher and Poulterer
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

Regular and prompt deliveries in this area
Purveyor of English Poultry only

114 NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY
[ii]

Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

T FWI'Q P T
Edlmann, E. L.C., M.C.

CAPTAINS—continued

O.C., Int. Corps Centre.
O.C., 1st Bn.

French, B. G. J
StratfordTuke, R. A. F.
Lees, H. D
Grugeon, J. D.
MAJORS
West, C. T. F.
Ward, M. W
Bde. H.Q., Cyprus.
Dracopoli,
M. P. St. F.
Regular Commissions Board, Westburv
H. C. L.
G.S.O.2 (Inf.), R.A.S.C. Offrs. School/ Tennent,
Davison,
J.
H.
D.A.A.G. Colonial Office.
Baker, R. W. M.
H.Q., E. Africa.
Edgecombe,
G. J. B.
No. 15 Travelling Wing, Salisbury.
G.S.O.2 (ops), H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
O.C., Depot.
4th Bn.
Lunn, J. M. ...
H.Q., Landenmark, Copenhagen.
Lea, R.
Ghana Regt.
Shephard, J. N.
Leave.
Williams, R. T. P.
2 Roval Malay Regt.
Reid, J. D. W.
5th Bn.
Dewar,
C. M. C.
Ghana Mily. Forces.
White,
J. J.
1st Bn.
Boucher,
S. M.
G.S.O.2, Nigeria Mil. Forces.

Yates, G. H. A.
Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Dendy, R. H. ..
Majendie, A. E.
Lucas, J. P. ...
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B„ M.C. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Court, D. N. ...
Nash, J. P
ffrench Blake, M. A. O'B.
Iliffe, R. O., M.B.E....
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R.
Dent, J. E.
MacDonald, E. W. ...
Semmence, R. G. H.
Squire, S. J., M.B.E.
Willows, D. A.
Peckham, A. D.
Thorneycroft, F. E. ..
Wilson, P. F. D.F.C.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.

B.M./l25 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
10 Para. Bn. (T.A.).
Depot.
1st Bn.
Armv Air Corps.
1st Bn.
Mons O.C.S.

Depot. H.C.B. Coy.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Course U.K.
Adjt., 1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Leave.
1st Bn.
Depot.
LIEUTENANTS

T/Capt., Adjt., Depot.
22 S.A.S.
Course U.K.
Depot.
1st Bn.
Course U.K.
1st Bn.
1st Bn
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Cole, P. E. ..
Tarver, H. N.

...
...

Watts, E. H. F., M.B.E.
Kille, W. E
Catt. A. H
Ransley, E. J., M.C. ..

...
...
...
...

1st Bn.
Depot.

QUARTERMASTERS
CAPTAINS

Griffin, C. J. ..
Pim, A. H. E.

1st Bn.
Leave.

Maj., Depot.
Maj., 4th Bn.
Capt., 1st Bn
Maj., 5th Bn.

ATTACHED TO 1ST BATTALION
CHAPLAIN:
MEDICAL OFFICER: Lieutenant J. T. Ireland, R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER: Major C. W. Brooke, R.A.P.C.

Short Service Commissions
MAJORS

Ford, E. N., M.C.
Carey, R., M.C.
Elliott. N. ...

LIEUTENANTS

O. i/c Records, Exeter.
11 K.A.R., East Africa
Staff Capt. "Q", H.Q. Land Forces,
Persian Gulf.

Hodges, J. D., M.C...
Bois, H.

CAPTAINS
P.S.O., H.C.B.

Nigeria Mily. Forces

E.R.E., Singapore.
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANT

BurnsThomson, N. F.

Fakley, J. F.
Butcher, D. A. T.

...
...
...

Ghana Mily. Forces

Q UARTERM ASTERS

Stone, J. H., Major ...
...
Faulkner, G. T., Lieut.
Shilling, W. G., B.E.M., Lieut
 Extended Service Officer

B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
B.A.O.R.

National Service Officers
2ND LIEUTENANTS—continued

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Catron, J B.
Griffiths, K. M.
ParryJones, O. J. C.
Lewis, R. C

...

K.A.R
1st Bn,
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.

Gilchrist, A. D. B.
Cope, R. H. ...
Gardener, E. A. J.

[iif!

...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
att. Para. Regt.

4th Battalion (T.A/,)
HON. COLONEL

V

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
LIEUTENANTS—continued
Neame, C. R. B.
Hardv, J. E.
Wells, N. S.
Cook, C. P.
Griffiths, W. G.
Winch, A. G. W.
Auld, C. W.
Sayer, C. H.
N.S. LIST

CAPTAINS—continued

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Howland, N. M.
White, C.

Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
MAJORS

Worts, J. B.. M.C.
(Training Major)
Tilleard, J., T.D.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
Usher, J. A.
Medlicott, J. P.
Jarman, R.

LIEUTENANTS

Arnold, P. H.
Oliver, C. P.
Morlock, P. J.
Smallwood, P. J. C.
Brice, E. St. J.
Redfern, A. J.
Johnson, B. D. G.
Hills, A. M.
Daniel, O. R., A/Capt.
Wallace, W. R. D.

CAPTAINS

Scott, A. J.
Beaumont, M. J. P.
Johnson, R. F.

QUARTERMASTER

Kille, W. E., Major
CHAPLAIN

Rev. J. H. Gore, M.A.
MEDICAL OFFICER

Cassidi, F. P., Major
R.A.M.C.

LIEUTENANTS

Byers, C. M.
Puxley, P. M. L.
Whelen, P. M.
Boyce, C. P.

PAYMASTER

Hardy, G. F. E., Lieut.
R.A.P.C.

5th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL

Col. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M.C., J.P.y Ashurst Park, Tunbridge Wells.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
MAJORS

Cobb, F. D. C., T.D. (2 I.C.)
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
(Training Major)
Neville, F. G., M.C., T.D.
Martin, F. H., T.D.
Robinson, C. R.
Balding, C. E. E.
Tuppen, R. C. G.
Morgan, R. J. S., M.C.
MajorGeneral R. W.
Craddock, C.B.,
D.S.O

Baddeley, W. D.
Divers, B. A. J.
Daisy, L. H. W.
Crowdy, R. E. L.
Wright, R. P.
Calvert, J. O. P.

Hollies, R. J.
Semmence, D. H.

Turner, G. P., A/Capt.
Moulton, J. S.
Freebairn, R. G.
Proctor, A. D. M.
Plunkett, H. D.
Evans, P. V.

Ayling, B. W. G.
Brooshooft, D. E. F.
Duckworth, M. W.
Mason, A. H.
Knight, D. C.
Gillett, S.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Morris, D. H. F.
York, A. G.
Cathery, A. J.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Garnsey, G.
Dineley, G.
N.S. LIST

QUARTERMASTER

Ransley, E. J., M.C., Major

LIEUTENANTS

LIEUTENANTS

Staff and Command
Col. J. G. Atkinson, O.B.E.

C.B.E.,

Brig. F. W. B. Parry, A.D.C.
Brig. R. F. Parry, M.C. ..

LIEUTENANTS—continued

CAPTAINS

GardnerThorpe, R. L., T.D.

Leave.
Deputy Comdr. Home Counties Dist.
Deputy Comdr. Salisbury Plain Dist.

Col. H. P. Williams, O.B.E.
Col. H. R. Grace. O.B.E..

MEDICAL OFFICER

Talty, S. K., Lieut., R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER

Joshua, D. W., Lieut., R.A.P.C.
Chief of Staff (Col.) Federation Army
Malaya.
Col. A/Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Brigade Colonel H.C.B.

EMPLOYED LIST

Lieut.Col. J. F. May, M.B.E., Ministry of Supply.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

Col. G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., J.P. (Training Colonel 133 Inf. Bde.) (T.A.
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
1st Battalion
W.O. I (R.S.M.) Rose, J. R.
C/Sgt. Adiam, R.
Sgt. Bird, H.
W.O. I (B.IM.) Sharpe, T. L.
C/Sgt. Cribben, R.
Sgt. Cook, G.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Webb, C. R. C/Sgt. Kay, M.
Sgt. Lockwood, A.
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Day, S.
Sgt. Ward, A.
Sgt. Page, A.
W.O.II Hannaway, R. G.
Sgt. Marsh, P.
Sgt. Histed, W.
W.O.II Floyd, P.
Sgt. Bujakowski, W.. B.E.M.
Sgt. Williams, H.
W.O.II Mannering, D. C.
Sgt. Parker, E.
Sgt. Munns, R.
W.O.II Johns, P.
Sgt. Wood, R.
Sgt. Batchelor, R.
W.O.II Lyons, B.
Sgt. Winter, A.
Sgt. Dowle, J.
W.O.II Colyer, A.
Sgt. Wright, J.
Sgt. Adams, S.
W.O.II Mills, D. A.
Sgt. Yuill, N.
Sgt. James, A. '
C/Sgt. Larkin, F.
Sgt. Pooley, L. ,
Sgt. Underhill J
C/Sgt. D.M. Simmonds, R. V.
Sgt. Hansen, T.
Sgt. Speaight, P
C/Sgt. Vaughan, F.
Sgt. Haylett, R.
Sgt. Wells, J.
C/Sgt. Harrison, W.
Sgt. Fisk, P.
Sgt. Miller, C.
C/Sgt. Bryant, A.
Sgt. Rodmell, F.
Sgt. Jephcott, J.
W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Sharman, R.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Kennard, C.
W.O.TT (C.S..M.) Champion, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Newman, P.
C.Q.M.S. Smith A.
C.Q.M.S. Forster, R.
PERMANENT STAFF

W.O. I (R.S.M.) White, H.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Denny, F.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Gaskill, I. D.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Harris, F.
Sgt. Porter, J.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Harwood, E.
W.O.II (C.S.M. White, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Antrichan. G.

C.Q.M.S. Diamond, R.
Sgt. Chinnery, J. A.
Sgt. Naylor, D.
Sgt. Parker, B.
Sgt. Middleton, J.

Depot The Buffs
Sgt. Athawes, H.
Sgt. Parker, S. E.
Sgt.Stoakes, A.
Sgt. Coombs, A.
Sgt. Streeter, E,

4th Battalion (T.A.)
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Williams, E.
Sgt. Hall, Y.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Percival, F.
Sgt. Scott, G.
C/Sgt. Trinkwon, A.
Sgt. Cope, H.
C/Sgt. Chidwick, E.
Sgt. Hazzard, E.
C/Sgt. Wraight, S.
Sgt. Hunt, E.
C/Sgt. Cole, L.
Sgt. Drury, F.
Sgt. Babbage, W.
Sgt. Smith, C.
Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. Noyes, H.
Sgt. Allen, A.
Sgt. Feaver, B.
Sgt. Jones, K.
Sgt. Cowles, P.
Sgt. Smith, W.
Sgt. Cherrv, D.
Sgt. Housden, A.
Sgt. Packham, J.
Sgt. Ellis, A.
Sgt. Eccles, A.

[iv]

ATTACHED

W.O.II Clay, A.,B.E.M. (R.A.P.C.
Sgt. Gould, F. R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Arnold, J. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Sherman, K. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Smith, J. (R.A.O.C.)
Sgt. Wallace, J. (A.C.C.)
S/Sgt. McCormick. S. (A.C.C.)
S/I France, H. ^A.P.T.C.)
Sgt. Fields, P. (R.A.E.C.)
Sgt. Woodford, R. (R.A.E.C.)
ATTACHED

S.S.I. Lett, P. A.P.T.C.)
Sgt. Perry, A. C. A.C.C.)
Sgt. Waltham, E. C. R.A.P.C.)

Sgt. Waller, R. B.
Sgt. (D./M.) Pattenden, R.
Sgt. Gardner, A.
Sgt.. George, R.
Sgt. Bassett, C.
Sgt. Thompson, R.
Sgt. Shuman, J.
ATTACHED

Sgt. Saunders, H. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Castle, G. (R.A.M.C.)
Sgt. Chambers, G. (A.C.C.)

PERMANENT STAFF

W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Green, F. J.
W.O.II Jephcott, H.
W.O.II Johns, P.
Sgt. Edwards, T. C.
Sgt. Streeter, E.
Sgt. Billett, S. W.
Sgt. Noy, A.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Simpson, B.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Rogers, W.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Lillicrap, S.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Gabriel, J.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Ballard, G.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Dunstall, A.

5th Battalion (T.A.)
Sgt. Bradford, R.
W.O. II (C.S.M.) Hurlow, R.
Sgt. Cozens, L.
W.O.II Sinclair, L.
Sgt. Dennis, R.
C/Sgt. Bond, E.
Sgt. Turner, E.
C/Sgt. Giles, J.
Sgt. Smith, S.
C/Sgt. Port, H.
Sgt. Kinnear, P.
C/Sgt. Winter, F.
C/Sgt. Daisy, L.
Sgt. Ashby, G.
Sgt. Kennett, A.
C/Sgt. Sayers, F.
Sgt. Stockdale, J.
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Morsman. W.
Sgt. Christian, W.
Sgt. Philpott, T.
Sgt. Overton, H
Sgt. Mauger, C.
Sgt. Pottle, A.
Sgt. Cummins, P.
Sgt. Joiner, W.
Sgt. Dennis, P.
Sgt. Mirams, D.
Sgt. Erridge, D,
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Barker, W.
Sgt. Isaacs, A.
Sgt. Todd, H.

Sgt. Burton, A:
Sgt. Cooper, E.
Sgt. Johnson, B;
Sgt. Whittall, S.
Sgt. Joy, H.
Sgt. Laird, G.

ATTACHED

W.O.II Austin, A. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Collins, D. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. King, C. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Turner, R. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Ingmire,G. (R.A.M.C.)

Regimental Appointments
Chairman: Regimental Committee
Brig. F. W. B. Parry A.D.C.
Executive Committee
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
[Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe
Curator: Regimental Museum
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs ^
j Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles
Executive Committee
Editor: The Dragon
Battalion Addresses
lsf Battalion, British Forces Post Office 20
4th Battalion (T.A.), Chaucer Barracks, Canterbury
5th Battalion (T.A.), T.A. Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs

Beaneys —

THE BUTCHERS FOR THE
GARRISON SINCE 1921
(EXBUFF)

Maintain your

You'll find us in Military Road
— 23 bus passes the door —

service to

F. R. Beaney
TELEPHONE 2827

Queen and Country

" A thing of beauty is a joy for ever "

in civilian life

22a MILITARY ROAD, CANTERBURY

wear a distinctive

Join the British Legion

BLAZER~BADGE
Made entirely BY HAND to the approved Regimental design,
in finest quality gold and silver wire and silks, to last you for
years. We supply on neutral dark navy/black cloth, or on your
own detached pocket (blazers must not be sent). "THE BUFFS"
BADGE COSTS FORTY SHILLINGS, POST PAID. Des
patched within seven days from receipt of remittance, subject
to immediate refund if you are in any way dissatisfied with our
craftmanship.
REGIMENTAL TIE (STRIPED, PURE SILK) 15/ POST PAID

The Legion cooperates with your regi
mental association and speaks for all
exservice men and women

D. J. PARKINSON

BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.I

GOLD AND SILVER WIRE BADGEMAKER

124 Valley Drive, Brighton, 5
(Brighton 27180)

M

The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS

Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER F. W. B. PARRY, A.D.C.

Secretary: LIEUT.COL. E. V. ARGLES

BRANCHES
Brunch
1.

ASHFORD

Chairman
Mr. A. Mills
Mr. L. King

2.

LONDON

3.

DOVER

Mr. T. Noakes

4.

WF.ALD

Lt.Col. J. E. Clarke, M.B

5.

MEDWAY

Mr. F. J. Cox

6

SITTINGBOURNE

Col. D. J. Dean,

7.

RAMSGATE

Mr. A. J. Bingham

8.

MARGATE

Major W. T. Jarman

—

V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P.

HYTHE

9.

CANTERBURY

Mr. R. Barham
Mr. W. Thundow

10.

HERNE BAY

11.

FOLKESTONE

Mr. W. Brunger

12.

SANDWICH

Major F. W. Tomlinson

—
13.

FAVERSHAM
BRIGHTON

Capt. M. de J. Creswick

14.

DENMARK

Major W. M. Iversen,

15.

SOUTHEAST
DORSET

Major C. W. Warren

K.D.. M.V.O.

Secretary
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House.
Godfrey Walk, Ashford, Kent.
Mr. H. J.Scott, 1A Farnan Road, Streatham
London, S.W.16
Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue,
Dover.
Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Rochester.
Mr. J. Read, 3 Murston Road, Sittingbourne
Mr. J. R. Hogben, 189 St. Luke's Avenue,
Ramsgate
Major R. C. G. Tuppen, 112 Dane Valley
Road, Margate
In abeyance.
Major H. E. Chambers, 59 Hillside Avenue,
Canterbury
Canterbury 5118
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent
Folkestone.
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich.
In abeyance.
Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherfield Crescent,
Brighton.
Mr. P. BERENDT, Ostergade 22, Copen
hagen K.
Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham,
Weymouth.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall,
Newtown Road.
Third Saturday in each month, The Prince
Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I.
First Thursday in each month, Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday in
each month, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, The Two
Brewers, High Street, Rochester, 8 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Victoria Road, 8 p.m.
Fourth Friday in each month, H.Q. 4th Bn.
Wemyss Barracks, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, Guildhall
Hotel, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
Third Monday in each month, R.E. Record
Social Club, The College, Ditchling Road,
Brighton, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in months October—May, Res.
taurant Josty, Pile Alld 14A, Copenhagen.
Third Thursday in each month, Wyke Hotel,
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m.

The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1.
Annual Membership: Officers 5/. Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/.

LADIES' GUILD
President: MRS. V. BOUCHER
Branch

Chairman
Mrs. M. E. Odell

1.

LONDON

2.

DOVER

3.

FOLKESTONE

Mrs. Coote

4.

MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5. SITTINGBOURNE

*^frs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

Mrs. M. E. Dean

6.

CANTERBURY

Mrs. E. V. Argles.

7.

RAMSGATE

Miss M. Cayley

Secretary
Mrs. J. Tucker, 12 Chestnut Close, Oak
wood, London, N.14.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, The Queen's
Head, 2 Marsham Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, 6.30 p.m.
Mrs. Wraight, 93 Markland Road, Dover.
First Thursday in each month, Belgrave
Hall, Belgrave Road, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone. Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road,
Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Gillingham, Kent.
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Mrs. E. Farrington, 28 Commonwealth
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Close, Sittingbourne.
Crown Quay Lane, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Mrs. U. H. B. Alexander, Little Acres,
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Littlebourne, Canterbury.
St. Peter's Lane, 3 p.m.
Mrs. J. Fuller, 153 Newington Road,
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Ramsgate.
Willsons Road, 7.30 p.m.
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EDITORIAL

T

HE recent spell of spring—almost summer—
weather heralded the arrival of the 1 st
Battalion from Aden. Indeed, we heard that
it was warmer coming up the Channel than it was
in the Suez Canal! A great company of friends,
headed by the Colonel of the Regiment and Mrs.
Boucher, welcomed them at Southampton, as
H.M.T. Dilwara docked, flying the Dragon at the
main mast. All on board reported a splendid
voyage and they certainly looked very fit. Those
of us who were fortunate enough to pack ourselves
into the confined space of O.C. Troops' cabin,
enjoyed the hospitality of Lieut.Col. and Mrs.
Edlmann. Later, a rather larger gathering
assembled in one of the lounges as soon as the
ship's bar opened and many of the visitors dined
on board. The Battalion dispersed on leave the
next morning and will reassemble in B.A.O.R.
early in April.
During its stay in Aden, the Battalion has earned
nothing but praise and respect for its efforts and
memories of the extremely smart and impressive
farewell parade held recently on the Crescent
Square will long linger with the population of
mixed nationalties. Aden will always be remem
bered in the Regimental history of The Buffs, for
it was on that square during the parade that the
new Colours, presented in May, 1955, were trooped
for the first time.
*

*

*

Lieut.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C., writes:—
Dear Sir,
On behalf of All Ranks of the 1st Battalion,
I would like firstly to acknowledge through your
columns, with many thanks, the telegrams and
letters of welcome which we received on our arrival
at Southampton, from the following. They were
greatly appreciated,

Chairman, Secretary and all Members, Past and
Present Association.
All Ranks 4th Battalion (T.A.).
All Ranks 5th Battalion (T.A.).
The Revd. E. W. Evans, C.F. (Psalm 107, v. 30).
Major and Mrs. J. B. Worts.
Lieut.Col. and Mrs. Roscow Reid.
Col. R. F. Pearson (the father of the Regiment).
Major D. Montgomery.
The Chief of the Imperial General Staff (General
Sir Francis Festing).
The Director of Infantry.
Officer i/c Records and Staff, Exeter.
Secondly, I would like to say again how very
much we all appreciated the welcome we received
at Southampton from the following who came on
board to greet us:—
The Colonel of the Regiment and Mrs. Boucher.
Brigadier F. W. B. Parry.
Brigadier and Mrs. R. F. Parry and Miss Parry.
Brigadier and Mrs. J. F. Connolly.
Colonel and Mrs. H. R. Grace.
Lieut.Col. and Mrs. H. Sewell Knocker.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. E. V. Argles.
Major R. H. Dendy.
Major and Mrs. E. G. Cox.
Major A. A. West.
Captain and Mrs. J. M. Lunn.
R.S.M. and Mrs. R. Sharman.
And thirdly, I would like to thank the Editorin
Chief of the Kentish Express for arranging for a
staff photographer to meet us and for the interest
which was taken in our homecoming.
Yours faithfully,
E. L. C. EDLMANN,

Lieut.Col

THE DRAGON
We regret to report also other deaths of old
Buffs. Mr. H. Hepworth, President of the Medway
Branch of our Association. He was Mayor of
Rochester when the Colonel of the Regiment's
father was Town Clerk. Also Captain A. Corney,
who served with the 1st Battalion and as Quarter
master of the 2nd Battalion, and at the Depot after
the 191418 War. He was made M.B.E. for his
services. Also another old friend, Mr. A. E.
Meakin, who served first as a Band Boy, then
Band Sergeant, and later as R.Q.M.S. at the Depot.
He was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.
Also Mr. E. R. Hale, who was in Aden in 1922 with
the 2nd Battalion and later at Portland, in the
Corps of Drums. Also Mr. T. C. B. Holloway,
*
*
*
who served from 1891 to 1920, mainly in the 2nd
The London Branch, Past and Present Battalion. He was awarded the Meritorious Service
Association, are returning to their old home for Medal.
the monthly meetings, the Prince Alfred in Tufton
To the relatives of all these old friends we offer
Street, Westminster. The Canterbury Branch will our sincere sympathy.
in future meet at the new Headquarters of the 4th
Our sympathy, also, to Lieut.Col. T. N.
Battalion in Wemyss Barracks, by kind permission
of Lieut.Col. U. H. B. Alexander. This H.Q. Penlington on the death of his mother last month.
*
*
*
will eventually be known as Leros T.A. Centre, and
Major R. G. H. Semmence is leaving the 1st
is to be officially opened next month when the present
Battalion for service with the Malay Regiment.
accommodation at St. Peter's Lane is vacated.
*
*
*
Captain A. H. E. Pirn is retiring from the Army
and 2/Lieut. R. L. House leaves the 1st Battalion
DEDICATION OF BRANCH STANDARD
The Sandwich Branch Standard is to be on completion of National Service. Our best wishes
dedicated at the Parish Church of St. Clement on to them in their new spheres.
*
*
*
Sunday, 5th April, at 3 p.m. All Branches are being
Brigadier
and
Mrs.
J.
F.
Connolly
have moved to
invited, but a welcome will be extended to any
relations or friends of old Buffs who are not Pinetrees, Crockham Hill, Nr. Edenbridge, Kent
members of a Branch, provided they notify the (Telephone: Crockham Hill 202), which they have
Hon. Secretary of their intention to attend in time taken for three months.
He
He
He
to receive a ticket. The Colonel of the Regiment
and the Mayor and Corporation of Sandwich will
Congratulations to Major P. F. Wilson on his
be present and the Band of the Royal Marines.
engagement to Miss Renata Meyer zu Riemsloh;
*
*
*
and also to Captain G. J. B. Edgecombe on his
engagement to Miss Rose Hickey. Also to Captain
and Mrs. O. R. Daniel (nee Kathleen Garrett)
ITH humble duty we express to our Colonel on their marriage.
*
*
*
inChief, H.M. The King of Denmark, loyal
greetings on the occasion of His Majesty's
LieutenantColonel J. E. King's heart has lately
sixtieth birthday this month.
been showing signs of wear but we are glad to
*
*
*
know that all should be well after rest and treatment.
The news of the sudden death from a heart attack
He
He
He
of Colonel C. R. B. Knight came as a great shock.
ENGAGEMENT
He had returned from Marrakesh only a few days
before. We shall miss him, not only as a friend, CAPTAIN G. J. B. EDGECOMBE AND MISS R. B. HICKEY
but as one who took such a great interest in
The engagement is announced between Greville
Regimental affairs, particularly the Museum. He John Brooks Edgecombe, The Buffs, son of Mr.
was, of course, our Historian. We express our Ralph Edgecombe, C.B.E., and Mrs. Edgecombe,
deep sympathy to his relatives. The Colonel of the of 18A Corfton Road, W.5, formerly of Icknield
Regiment and Mrs. Boucher, together with many Lodge, Goring, and Rose Beryl, youngest daughter
senior officers of the Regiment, attended the funeral of Lieut.Col. Julian Hickey, M.C., and Mrs. Hickey,
service. Mrs. F. W. B. Parry and Mrs, H, R, Grace of Wallingford Lodge, StreatleyonThames, Berk
were also present,
shire, and Kilkee, Co, Clare, Ireland,

A welcome visitor to the Depot recently, where
we were glad to entertain him to lunch, was Colonel
J. G. K. Strathy of The Queen's Own Rifles of
Canada. He came to discuss our Amalgamation
plans and to what extent they would affect our
affiliation with his regiment. In April next year
The Queen's Own Rifles will celebrate their
hundredth anniversary, which will also mark the
fiftieth year of our affiliation. Colonel Strathy
came with an invitation for a deputation from The
Buffs to visit them in Canada for the celebrations.
It is interesting that the Colonel, then a young
Captain, visited us with a deputation from his
regiment in 1935, an occasion that he still remem
bers with great pleasure.

W

Personalia
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MARRIAGE
DANIEL—GARRETT.—On March 4th, 1959, at St.

Nicholas' Church, Sturry, nr. Canterbury, Owen
Richard Daniel, son of the late Martin Charles
Campbell Daniel, of Ramsgate, and of Mrs.
Patricia Sparling, of 416 Fulham Road, S.W.6,
to Kathleen Garrett, daughter of the late Charles
Garrett and of Mrs. Joan Garrett, of St. Mary's,
Mary's, Calcott Hill, Sturry.
*

*

*

DEATHS
CORNEY.—On February 20th, 1959, at Canterbury,
Albert Austen Corney, M.B.E., late Captain of
The Buffs, aged 82 years.
KNIGHT.—On February 24th, 1959, suddenly, at
1 St. James's Street, S.W.I, Colonel Charles
Raleigh Bruere Knight, O.B.E., of The Buffs, and
The Royal Pioneer Corps, aged 62 years.
He

He

*

Obituary
COLONEL CHARLES RALEIGH
KNIGHT, O.B.E.

T

BRUERE

HE sudden death of Colonel C. R. B. Knight
from a heart attack at the age of 62, will cause a
gap in our ranks which it will be difficult to fill.
His father, Captain H. R. Knight, wrote the first
volume of our Historical Records in 1905, covering
the period from 15721704. His son, Charles,
followed in his father's footsteps and undertook
the writing of two further Histories, those covering
the periods from 18141914 and 19191948,
Colonel R. S. H. Moody having written the period
19141919. lt will be for his great interest in this
work and also in our Regimental Museum that
Charles Knight will be best remembered. He kept
constantly in touch with Messrs. Spink & Sons
Ltd., and never missed an opportunity of advising
us of medals and decorations which would be of
interest. In fact, on many occasions the Regiment
has been indebted to him for presentations to our
collection, and it was only shortly before his death
that he supervised the setting up of the Victoria
Cross and medals of the late Corporal Cotter. He
was meticulous in all he did and carefully collected
and indexed his notes for a subsequent History
almost up to the time of his death.
Charles Knight was commissioned on the 22nd
December, 1915, into the Queen's Royal Regi
ment and attached to The Buffs, to which Regiment
he transferred at the end of the 191418 War. He
served in France and Belgium, and Mesopotamia.
He was in Mesopotamia again in 1921 with the
2nd Battalion, and also in Aden until the return
of the Battalion to Portland in 1923. After a tour
of duty at the Depot between 1925 to 1927, part

of the time as Adjutant, he joined the 1st Battalion
at Bareilly. He was promoted Captain in 1927 and
in 1930 was seconded for service as Adjutant to the
Nagpur Railway Volunteer Corps. He retired from
the Army in 1932 with the Brevet rank of Major
and was placed on the Reserve.
On the outbreak of the late war, Charles Knight
was recalled, and joined the Royal Pioneer Corps,
serving in Guinea, where his valuable work helped
in the evacuation of many inhabitants before the
Japanese invasion. Later he became a Deputy
Director of Labour in Italy, where his successor
was another Buff officer, Colonel Eric Strettell.
For his War Services, Colonel Knight was Men
tioned in Despatches and appointed O.B.E. He
retired finally at the conclusion of hostilities.
Since then he had lived in London and from his
flat in St. James's Street was able to keep in close
touch with Spink & Son. He was for a time Vice
Chairman of Boodles. He was always immaculately
dressed and the life of a London clubman suited
him well. He was on the Committee of the Royal
Cambridge Homes and of the Royal Pioneer Corps
Benevolent Fund.
By the death of Colonel Charles Knight the
Regiment has lost a loyal friend who will be very
sadly missed by a host of friends, both in and out
of the Regiment. His life was devoted to our
interests.
E.F.D.S. writes:—
We shall miss your oldfashioned courtesy, your
kindness, your quaint mannerisms, and amusing
anecdotes, your meticulous attention to detail in
any task undertaken, your wealth of knowledge of
Regimental history both past and present, your
shrewd judgement of character, your loyalty to
your friends and your appreciation of the good
things in life. Let us hope a good, pleasant club
awaits you in your new life.
*

*

*

ERNEST ROBERT HALE ("TRUNKEY")
b 1900; d. 17th February, 1959
Suddenly, at his home in Portland, from a
heart attack. "Trunkey" was a good old Buff,
though he did not spend all his service in the
Regiment. He served in The Rifle Brigade from
22nd April, 1918, to 3rd February, 1919, when he
was transferred to The Buffs. He was discharged
from the 2nd Battalion in Aden in 1922 on re
duction of Establishment (the writer of this notice
recognised his own handwriting on "Trunkey's"
Discharge Certificate at that time). He reenlisted
into The Lancashire Fusiliers on 21st April, 1924,
and transferred to The Buffs on 27th October,
1924, and joined the 2nd Battalion at Portland.
He will be remembered as a very smart member of
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the Corps of Drums and was sometime C.O.'s
Bugler to Colonel Kennedy. He stayed with the
2nd Battalion until transferred to the Army Reserve
in 1930. He rejoined the Colours on the outbreak
of the Second World War on 3rd September,
1939, and went to France with the B.E.F. seven days
afterwards. He was badly wounded and came back
to U.K. in 1940 and was transferred to The Pioneer
Corps in February of that year, and was finally
discharged on full disability pension in December,
1941.
He was a regular attendant at our Branch
meetings and kept us amused as the perfect foil
to "Jazz" Atkins' Cockney humour. He was well
liked by all members and his presence will be sadly
missed.
H.B.S.
*

*

*

TOMMY HOLLOWAY, M . S . M .
I desire here to place on record a tribute to the
late Tommy Holloway, exR.S.M., who died
suddenly and peacefully at his home in Deal on
23rd February, 1959, aged 88 years.
T. C. B. Holloway enlisted at Rochester on
19th August, 1891, and served continuously with
the Colours, mainly with the 2nd Battalion, until
his discharge on 26th November, 1920. His
Regimental Number was 3589 and in August, 1920,
he was allotted Army Number 6278035.
He served in the South African War and received
the Queen's and King's Medals, with clasps; he
was awarded the medal for Long Service and Good
Conduct and also the Meritorious Service Medal.
Tommy was promoted Regimental SergeantMajor
on 10th May, 1917, when he was on the permanent
staff of the Depot at Canterbury. He had completed
29 years and 100 days' service at the date of his
discharge.
I first met Tommy Holloway when he joined the
Canterbury Branch of the British Legion in 1921.
He was elected Honorary Treasurer of the Branch
in 1922 and 1923. Like many other professional
sailors and soldiers, he saw the necessity for a
strong national organisation of exService men.
At the funeral at Deal on 27th February, three
old Buffs were present with the family mourners.
They were: 5210 Sam Holloway (brother), 9305
Archie Stanley a n d 9801 George A . Page, M . M .
G.A.P.
*

*

*

ARTHUR EDWARD MEAKIN
It is with very deep regret that we report the
death of Arthur Edward Meakin (9699) (Archie
to most, Pongo to quite a few), on Wednesday,
25th February, 1959, aged 62 years. A very great
character, Archie will be long remembered by
many and very sadly missed.

He enlisted as a Boy Musician on the 12th
January, 1912, and served continuously until May,
1936.
He reenlisted again on the 1st September, 1939,
until 15th August, 1945, since which date he was
employed in the Barrack Master's Department at
Dover.
He saw service in B.E.F. 191415, Ireland,
Turkey, Greece, Gibraltar, India, Burma, and
Adaman Islands.
His medals: 191415 Star, G.S. and Victory
Medal, L.S.G.C., Burma Rebellion, Silver Jubilee
and Meritorious Service Medal (awarded about
27 years ago).
Throughout his service he took part in all forms
of sport, chiefly among which were crosscountry
running, swimming and hockey. He was one of the
team that won the Army Cup for CrossCountry
Running in 1920.
He will also be remembered as a member of all
Regimental Concert Parties that came along.
He left the Band whilst the 1st Battalion was in
Burma and became C.Q.M.S. of "S" Company.
During the 193945 War, he became R.Q.M.S.
of the 7th Battalion and remained as such until
their turnover to 141 R.A.C., when he left to
join the Depot.
What an asset he was at the making up of the
7th Battalion. 1 for one remember with thanks all
he did.
Always at it and never grumbling. Mostly it was
the reverse, which was a consolation to most of us.
We all offer our very sincere condolences to
Ken, Audrey and David (sons and daughter) and
their families in this sad loss.
He rests in St. James's Cemetery, Dover, along
side his wife Gladys, who died suddenly two years
ago next November.
*

*

*

Curator for Home Counties
Brigade Museum

O

N 1st April, 1960, the Home Counties
Brigade Depot comes officially to life in
Canterbury. An important building in that
Depot, one to which recruits, and I hope others,
are bound to gravitate, will be the Museum. This
will contain objects of historic, Regimental, Army
and even national interest loaned or bequeathed
by the six Regiments—The Queen's, The Buffs,
The East Surrey, The Royal Sussex, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent and The Middlesex Regi
ments—which comprise the Home Counties
Brigade.

[58]

THE

DRAGON

In order that this Museum may be a going
concern by 1st April next year, an individual—
perhaps, though not necessarily, a retired Service
Officer?—is required to visit, during the coming
months, the Museums of each of the six Regiments
named above, in order to select those items which,
with the Regiment's consent, will be loaned or
bequeathed to the Brigade Museum. Thereafter he
would become the Curator of the Museum and be
responsible for its layout and general adminis
tration. He would have a Museum Orderly (a
civilian) to keep the Museum tidy and to show
visitors round.
Such an individual must of necessity live in or
near Canterbury; he must have the Army's interests
at heart and be something of an Army historian;
and he must be prepared to travel, during the next
few months, to Chichester, Guildford, Kingston,
Mill Hill and Maidstone.
Any individual, exService or otherwise, who
fulfils the above qualifications and would like to
be given further details should get in touch with
Colonel H. R. Grace, O.B.E., H.Q. Home Counties
Brigade, Wemyss Barracks, Canterbury.
*

*

*

Future Events
1959
April 3. 5TH BATTALION OFFICERS' BALL, WINTER

GARDENS, MARGATE.
5. DEDICATION OF SANDWICH BRANCH
STANDARD, PARISH CHURCH, 3 P.M.
1112. BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY SPRING MEET
ING, ROYAL ST. GEORGE'S.
25. WEST COUNTRY BUFFS LUNCHEON, CASTLE
HOTEL, TAUNTON.
June 10. DRAGON CLUB DINNER, UNITED SERVICE
CLUB.
30July 5. REGIMENTAL CRICKET WEEK, DEPOT.
Aug. 17. CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK, ST. LAW
RENCE GROUND.
9. REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AND REUNION.
15. DEPOT AT HOME, HOWE BARRACKS.
2930. BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY, AUTUMN
MEETING, RYE.
Oct. 10. 6TH (S) BATTALION DINNER, TALBOT
RESTAURANT, LONDON, TICKETS FROM
MR. R. W. BILLINGS, 14 HORNFAIR ROAD,
LONDON, S.E.7.
16. OFFICERS' REGIMENTAL DINNER, CON
NAUGHT ROOMS.
31. 1/4TH BUFFS (19141919) REUNION DIN
NER, COUNTY HOTEL, CANTERBURY.

Further details will be announced
later,

1st Battalion
ON BOARD H.M.T. "DILWARA":
MEDITERRANEAN

W

E slipped out of Aden
harbour at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, 11th Feb
ruary, quietly and without
fuss. The Band, hardpressed
to the end—they had played
every boatload of North
amptons ashore, and had
played at a Government
House dinner for the Secretary
of State for the Colonies the
previous night—paused to al
low the Band of the North
amptons (stationed at the end
of the Boom Defence Pier) to
strike up The Buffs, followed
by Auld Lang Syne, and we were gone. After a
hectic last week, our actual getaway proceeded
almost unnoticed; at very short notice we sailed
three hours early, to ensure no mistake in catching
a Canal convoy, at a time when almost the entire
Colony was celebrating "Federation Day" at a
largescale ceremony in Champion Lines before
Mr. LennoxBoyd and H.E. The Governor. Thus,
instead of all the usual final and somewhat trying
goodbyes, we received a sheaf of signals and
messages from all quarters. The only sufferer was
the ship's bar!
THE LAST TEN DAYS IN ADEN
Our handover went well by any standards, and
we like to feel that we got the 1st Northamptons,
despite their white knees and the nearness of the
approaching hot weather, away to a good start.
We can certainly assure them that they are much
better placed now than we were a year ago. We
wish them the very best of good luck, and look
forward to hearing how they fare.
The last days in Aden, apart from packing and
last minute shopping, were notable for a Battalion
Rifle Meeting, a visit from Somaliland by Haji
Yusuf Farah, the former "Kotwal" to the l/4th
Battalion of 1916 and the 2nd Battalion of the
1920's, a Battalion Church Parade Farewell
Service, our very narrow defeat, after extra time,
in the semifinal of the Football Cup, and, for
some, a series of very late parties.
The Rifle Meeting, ably run by Captain Ward,
enabled some measure to be made for a team to
shoot in Germany soon after our arrival in April.
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"C" Company, fresh from Dhala, just won (in
the last detail) from "B" Company, and Sgt. Miller
("D" Company) won the individual championship.
A very pleasant surprise during the meeting, out
on the sandblown ranges, was a flying visit from
Brigadier Bernard Fergusson, our Brigadier in
Dover of a year ago, and now retired, as a repre
sentative of The Sunday Times. Touring our part
of the world, he yet found time in a tight pro
gramme to run us to earth, and take a quick gin
off us. '
Haji Yusuf Farah, a most imposing figure, spent
some days visiting us and telling many well
remembered tales of Aden long ago, when, as
"O.C. Native Labour" in the Regiment, he wore
the insignia of a C.S.M. He. brought with him
gifts of spears and the offer of a young animal the
breed of which was obscure. We returned these in
full measure, and sent him back to Hargeisa by
air, feeling, we hope, that his visit had been worth
while.
At a farewell Drumhead Service on our last
Sunday morning, the sermon was preached by
Padre Wood, the service being conducted by Padre
RhysHughes and the Lesson read by Colonel C.
Nixon, Internal Security Commander, who did
so much to help us during our last five months.
After the Service the Deputy Commander (Land)
addressed the Battalion and presented L.S. and
G.C. Medals to R.Q.M.S. Day and S.Q.M.S.
Clay (R.A.P.C.).
Our football team, amid scenes of great
enthusiasm and excitement, were just beaten after
extra time (it was 3—3 at halftime of the extra
period) by R.A.F. Steamer Point on their ground.
Our team's rapid progress in the latter months,
marked fitness, and good teamwork reflected
great credit on Lieut. (Q.M.) Faulkner (Officer i/c
Football), C.S.M. Mannering (Manager), and
L/Cpl. Coote, the Team Captain.
The highlights of the Officers' social round were
a Guest Night given for us in Little Aden by 1st
Battalion Prince of Wales's Own, a supperdance
at Government House (our Band played), and a
vast cocktail party given for us by the Aden
Protectorate Levies where the entrance to the Mess
was lined, in floodlight, by the Camel Squadron.
These camels, kept purely for ceremonial, are
different from any other; they sit beautifully, do
what they are told, and do not smell.
SAILING WESTWARD
H.M.T. Dilwara is a steady, comfortable old
trooper, and all ranks are enjoying themselves.
We plough along at 1213 knots, and so far
(we are now off Cape Bon, west of Malta) have
pnly had one day when the leas haye not been dead

calm. The ship's company soon became our firm
friends; under Captain B. A. Rogers, D.S.C., they
are only interested in keeping us happy. We all
feed well, the only dissentient voice being that of
our Paymaster, who cannot get second helpings.
There is an ugly rush when the gong goes; one
morning Major Semmence beat the pistol by one
hour, and found himself breakfasting alone with
all the children.
We embarked at a "Buffs" strength of 21 officers,
41 W.O.s and Sergeants, 603 rank and file, and
22 families (including 48 children). Two days before
we sailed, Lieuts. Shephard, Dewar and Bois flew
home for courses, and Lieut. (Q.M.) Faulkner to
join the Advance Party, while we left Captain
(Q.M.) Catt behind to complete the handover
before he and his family flew too.
Activities on board follow much the usual pattern,
with deck sports and competitions for all, films,
shooting aft at balloons (in the sea) with the new
selfloading rifle (very useful as we are changing
over to this weapon in Germany at last), tombola,
record requests, and an occasional dance and
race meeting (C.S.M. Colyer to the fore) for cabin
passengers. The Ship's Commandant is assisted by
Major Thorneycroft (Executive Officer), Captain
Grugeon (Training) and Captain Ward (Adjutant).
The Band is pulling its full weight—concerts for
all, dances, church on Sundays, and playing in and
out of Malta. The officers are being put through
their signals "voice" paces by Lieut. Boucher.
We had two hours' shore leave at Malta in
brilliant sunshine. It was very brief, but probably
long enough. By unusual coincidence—to the
anger of the Sea Transport Authorities—the sister
troopship Dunera arrived at the same time with
2 Parachute Battalion aboard en route for Cyprus.
Alongside each other we "saw them off" in no
mean fashion; stung by the efforts of our Band,
they extracted their instruments from the hold
and saved face by playing themselves out to ribald
cheers from our side.
Earlier, we had a quick passage through the Suez
Canal, with a Russian pilot aboard. No cameras
were allowed, nor trade with bumboats. Some
older hands, notably Captains Grugeon and
Dracopoli, gave us a running commentary on
former days (195152). At Port Said, 10.30 p.m.,
in bitter weather, traders and a gullygully man were
allowed aboard.
Finally, mention must be made of a dinner one
night when, with the full cooperation of the MasteJ
and his officers, we dined out Major Semmence,
Captain and Mrs. Pirn, and 2/Lieut. House, all of
whom will be leaving us at Southampton. The Band
played, and one silver statuette (the Pikenian of
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1588), specially kept available for the purpose,
guarded the table. To our guests of that evening
we now say all good luck in the future, and we shall
miss you. Major Semmence goes to the Malay
Regiment, Captain Pirn is retiring, and 2/Lieut.
House ends his National Service in May.
STOP PRESS
In just over 24 hours we shall tie up at South
ampton (about 6 p.m., 27th February), and by
10 a.m. the following day we shall all have dis
embarked and be awaiting special trains to take us
straight on leave.
We shall greatly welcome the Colonel of the
Regiment aboard; he will address all ranks, and
We hope will spend the rest of the evening among us.
One hundred of our number will not be rejoining
us in Dortmund; they go to the Depot to finish
the last weeks of their Colourservice. To these
We say "Goodbye, well done, and the best of
luck".
*

*

*

SERGEANTS' MESS
It is inevitable that when the Battalion moves station many
farewells have to be made. There were very few amongst us
who were sorry to say farewell to Aden but of course it was
much harder to leave behind all the friends we had made
during the last year. We must also say farewell to R.S.M.
Rose who left for England some days before we embarked
on the Dilwara. We all wish him the very best of luck in his
next appointment.
This seventeen day ocean cruise has certainly been the
perfect antidote for the frayed nerves caused by all the hard
work during the last month, the main highlight being, of
course, the Trooping the Colour by the Battalion on the 15th
January, 1959. All members were engaged either actually
on the parade or doing some of the dozens of tasks which
helped to make the parade such an outstanding success.
Immediately after the parade our much travelled and
battered property boxes once more saw the light of day,
were quickly packed and were whisked away, we hope in the
direction of Germany, but one is never quite sure until they
finally arrive.
We all offer our congratulations to R.S.M. Hannaway on
his appointment and also give an advance greeting to our
new members who should at this moment be almost ready
to embark for Germany with the Advance Party. If rumour
and cryptic signals from the Depot are correct then we
should be seeing some very familiar forces in the very near
future!!
Our congratulations also to C/Sgt. Histed on his pro
motion. We have no doubt that as a C.Q.M.S. he will always
keep a "fatherly" eye on his future company.
With everyone proceeding on leave as soon as we dis
embark tomorrow the Battalion would appear to be going
into a state of "suspended animation" for the next two
months and so we must all say goodbye until some reluctant
scribe is brought out of temporary retirement in order to
give you our latest news.

"A" COMPANY
On February 10th, 1958 "A" Company group set foot in
Aden—and it had been raining the day before. On February
10th, 1959 the Company left Aden—and there had been
rain the previous day. It is astonishing how quickly the time
has passed between those two dates, and how mucti more
seasoned the Company feels than when it came together in
Dover. We have stayed together as one family since our
rebirth, changing only our Platoon Leaders and the Second
inCommand, and that is unusual in these days.
We have just passed through the Mediterranean and it
was like a Millpool. In fact the whole trip has been re
markably smooth. Not even Cpl. White, who was very sick
coming out, has had no more than a faint twinge this time.
But we have the Bay of Biscay to face yet and, of course,
the Customs—and some of us are going to feel a little
uneasy when we face them!
Mr. Bois went on ahead by air, having rejoined us from
Oman a few days before we sailed. He has some tribal
warfare stories to tell and will be outdoing the Company
Commander in this respect if he's not careful!
Ptes. West, Tills, Phillips and Sharp are to become
civilians when we get home and they can be sure that we
shall miss them. The oldest soldier of us all, Major Semmence
is leaving us, too, for Malaya. He said goodbye to us on the
boat and he takes with him a little memento to remind him
of his "boys".
Cpls. Phillips and Woolsgrove and L/Cpls. Acraman and
Wedge are congratulated on their promotion, as also is
C.S.M. Lyons on attaining substantive rank.
Well, Sennelager—here we come again!
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
The great day for which so many of us had been waiting
arrived on the evening of 9th February, when the cpmpany
embarked on the Dilwara. As we did not sail until the
afternoon of 11th February, we had nearly 48 hours lying
in Aden harbour, which was certainly warm but not un
pleasant.
Though we are pleased to be homeward bound for leave
and Germany, there will be times no doubt when some will
wish they were back in Arabia and particularly Dhala.
A few days before the Battalion sailed an excellent rifle
meeting took place. We managed to come second to "C"
Company, being beaten by the narrow margin of nine
points, the final result depending on the firing of the last
detail. The Company team consisted of Major Thorneycroft,
2/Lieut. House, C.S.M. Floyd, Sgts. Winter and Coles,
Cpls. Fisher and Piatt, L/Cpl. Godden, Ptes. $herwin,
Larkin, Burrows and Chalcroft. Much of the shooting
augurs well for the future.
We have to say goodbye to ten members of the Company
who will not be coming to Germany with us; on our arrival
in England they go to the Depot for release. The large party
are 2/Lieut. House, Cpls. Turner and Wackett, L/Cpls.
Charman, Knight and Wheatley, Ptes. Bugden, Carey,
Chalcroft and Taylor (08). We shall feel their loss and wish
them all the best of fortune in the future.
In addition, Lieut. White leaves us on arrival in England,
to go on a Mortar course, followed by a transfer to "D"
Company; we are sure he will do well on his course.
Just before we left Aden, a quick transfer took place to
H.Q. Company in the persons of Ptes. West and Howland,
to the Regimental Police; they will be a credit to that force.
Of our voyage we will say little, for it is not yet over, but
to date it has been a very enjoyable one.

THE D
"C" COMPANY
Our last week at Dhala was marred by almost continual
mist and heavy showers of rain. Frustration reached a peak
when planes were heard overhead and too soon droning
south again—no mail for another twentyfour hours! Nos.
8 and 9 Platoons were caught out on the range in the worst
storm, and Pte. Large made quite sure everybody was as wet
as possible by jumping into a quickly filling stream. Much
to his dismay, Mr. Cole found that in fact it was not all
suntan, and returned to camp several shades lighter!
Several night ambushes were taken out in the last ten days
in the vicinity of P.O.s Hill but without success.
On our departure from Dhala on the 28th January we
thought we had recruited a regular corporal in the presence
of "Elvis", who stayed with us on the convoy as far as Fort
Thumier, but we heard later that he quickly changed his
cap badge and returned with his new taskmasters to Dhala,
with the inevitable cigaretteholder and cheerful smile.
Once in the Transit Camp, we again started to tidy
another camp. On the second morning, C.S.M. Johns having
beaten off various ambushes at Dhala by the Subalterns
appeared in the office, with his moustache severely trimmed,
and reluctantly admitted that his wife had won the day.
Bets are running high as to whether Sgt. Parker will keep
his hair on till he reaches Germany!
The Shooting team which entered the Company Shield
A.R.A., was unsuccessful, but slightly enlarged was able to
redeem itself in the Battalion Rifle Meeting which it won
with a narrow margin from "B" Company. Congratulations
to the team, and to its captain, Mr. Cole whose organisation
and interest made the victory possible. The team was:—
Mr. ParryJones, C.S.M. Johns, Sgts. Parker and Pooley,
Cpls. McNeill, Morrell and Prudence, Ptes. Beaumont,
Bennet, Fleet and King.
We welcome the new O.C. (Captain C. J. Griffin) back
to his old company and bid farewell to Captain Grugeon and
Mr. Dewar, to whom we wish success in their respective
courses, and to C.S.M. Johns who is joining 5th Battalion
The Buffs. To all those going on demob we wish the best of
luck in civilian life. L/Cpl. Lilley relieves L/Cpl. Crichet as
Company clerk, and there will doubtless be other changes
before we settle down in Germany.
Few were sorry to see the last of Aden on the 11th February
except perhaps for Cpl. Prudence who had only said "au
revoir" to his friends.
We were the last Company to climb aboard H.M.T.
Dilwara before starting the slow journey home. This had
its amusing moments* as for instance the struggles at P.T.,
Pte. Ellis' new beret and Pte. Domings efforts to get his head
above his lifejacket. In retrospect we will have many things
to laugh about and over all will have enjoyed a year usefully
spent.
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
The most important feature of these notes is of course
the embarkation in H.M.T. Dilwara, and our voyage home.
However, there is much else besides to report, and our last
days in Aden were far from idle.
On January 26th fdr the first time since January 28th last
year, "D" Company was concentrated as a whole. We had
a full year in Aden, with permanent Mortar and M.M.G.
detachments at Dhala, and our AntiTank gunners roaming
far afield to Mukeiras and Beihan. Whatever Was "on" for
the Battalion, "D" Company was represented.
The Company again provided the Battalion Baggage Party,
and Captain Baker was again appointed Baggage Officer.
By now crates, kit bags and manifests are our daily bread,
and threats of dock strikes cannot daunt us.

Our motto for the last two weeks in Aden was quite
definitely mens sana in sana corpore. Not only did we get
in plenty of sport, dodging in and out of barbed wire
entanglements, but Captain Baker also turned schoolmaster
and ran classes in preparation for the Army Third Class
Examination. Needless to say, a certain amount of dis
cussion and finger counting took place in the Company
office, working out the answers to some of the Maths,
problems. We also put a team in for the Battalion Rifle
Meeting, led by Captain Pirn.
After nearly two years of brick business, "Pirns Delta
Company" is losing its Managing Director. Captain Pirn
has been our secondincommand in B.A.O.R., Dover and
Aden, and we shall miss him. The very best of luck from us
all to Captain Pirn and his family.
Our hand over of stores went well, and no one has had to
pay for anything. We also managed to leave the transit
camp without a bill of any consequence, thanks to the eagle
eye of C.S.M. Colyer.
The embarkation went very smoothly, and no one was
left behind. Our Company Commander was very relieved
that he was not required to be "relieved in the line" on
Crater Pass, as the predicted riots did not materialise.
On board the Company got into the semifinals of both
the tugofwar and the deck hockey competitions. We also
have had several cinema shows, and a most successful race
meeting in which C.S.M. Colyer distinguished himself as
announcer. His efforts as auctioneer left us in no doubt as
to his ability to flog anything to anybody.
Most of the Company went ashore at Malta, and spent
a most enjoyable morning. Pte. Lippett is now in doubt
as to the potency of, in the words of ship daily order,
"Certain alcoholic drinks of a foreign nature"!
On board Sgt. Histed suddenly sprouted a crown in
support of his three stripes. Well done, Colour. We are
especially glad that you will be staying with the Company.
Sgt. Miller has also returned to us after his spell as Acting
Colour Sgt. to "C" Company, looking as cheerful and calm
as ever.
We have to say goodbye to sixteen members of the Com
pany who will not be coming to Germany with us. Good
luck to you all, at the Depot, and in "civvy street".
Our next notes will be written from Dortmund, where
doubtless we will see many new faces, and plenty of new
white paint!
*

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
When the last notes were written for The Dragon, our
tour of Aden was almost at an end; now it is really over,
and these notes are being written in the calm of a Sunday
morning off the Algerian coast. It would be fitting, therefore,
besides recounting our last days in Aden and the voyage
home, to review the last year, before setting our eyes towards
the future.
Our last three weeks in Aden were busy for all those
engaged in the handover to the Northamptons, and the
move, chiefly the Quatrermaster's staff and the Orderly
Room, and, last but not least, the C.Q.M.S. and his minions,
who, on the last morning, just finished with a quarter of an
hour to spare, before we were due to move out of Singapore
Lines. The Dhala detachment came in shortly before the
end of January, which made conditions rather cramped for
a day or two, when things were, to a certain extent, offset
by the departure of some of our number on release, and
others on various advance party duties after leave.
One of the diversions organised for our last days in Aden,
was the Battalion Rifle Meeting, a big day for Captain Ward
and his weapon training staff. This Meeting was necessarily
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simple, if shooting at 300 yeards can be called simple.
H.Q. Company were required to field two teams, with various
provisos as to composition by rank. Unfortunately, many
of our better shots could not be present, owing to the hand
over to the Northamptons, so that we are no longer champion
shooting Company, and the barrel had to be scraped to
find the two officers for the second team. However, those
who took part, either in the teams or in the various duties
essential for such a function, enjoyed their day in the sun.
After settling down quickly to shipboard life, we made
the most of the last three days of sun, and after the cold
blast that greeted us in the Gulf of Suez, people have long
since ceased to bask in the sunshine on the upper deck.
Sport has been conducted on an interCompany basis, and
the two Company tugofwar teams are to be congratulated
on reaching the final, the M.T. team being beaten by the
team from the rest of the Company in the final contest,
on the Promenade Deck. Cpl. Stace's deckhockey team,
composed mainly of signallers, has reached the semifinal,
but this has yet to take place. Early morning P.T., is another
feature of seaborne life, enjoyed by all ranks. Most of us
were lucky to have a brief two hours ahsore in Malta, in
which to stretch our legs and for some to see a new city.
From the amount of cameras now sported by members of
the Company, there should be some pretty good photo
graphs of Valetta.
To review the past year, as is usual over such a period,
there has been the usual large turnover of men, although
this has varied from department to department. Men of
H.Q. Company have contributed their share, both in quiet
times and in times of trouble, at Dhala and elsewhere.
This is especially so with the signals and M.T., who have
both had a difficult task to perform, in the tough conditions
of the Western Aden Protectorate. One remembers especially
the Signals detachment, which manhandled their set, up the
Jebel Jehaf with "A" Company, and the 100 vehicle convoy
to Dhala at that time. The cooks, too, had a tough time,
especially in the hot weather. Many of these, we had to
leave behind with the Northamptons, and wish them the
best of luck for the remainder of their stay in Aden. In
addition, there are the other departments, whose work is
very much taken for granted, until things go wrong, but who
worked hard to see they did not; people like the P.R.I, and
Messing Staff, the Q.M's department, the Orderly Room
and Pay Team, who all had to deal with such sudden crises
as, the influx of troops into the Colony, both at the time of
the Lahej and Jehaf troubles in April, and the Iraq Revo
lution in July. Even if nothing else was on, the fortnightly
Dhala convoys, in which everybody in the Company, at
one time or another took part, kept people from getting
into a rut. The efforts of No. 4 Guard at the Trooping the
Colour, after weeks of toil and sweat, were perhaps a fitting
climax to an interesting year.
Before I finally close these notes, I wish to welcome the
new additions to the Regimental Police, shortly before we
left Aden, and to wish all the best to those, from C/Sgt.
Harrison, who is now in the Trucial Oman Scouts, and Pte.
Ward, left behind as driver to the Colony Security Com
mander, Colonel Nixon, to those, a great part of the original
H.Q. Company, who set sail last year, to whom we shall
say goodbye at Southamptpn.
Meanwhile the remainder of us, after enjoying our leave,
must look forward to the vastly different life of service in
Germany.
REGIMENTAL BAND
fffhe last few weeks in Aden saw us completing a full
programme right up to the moment of our embarkation.
On the last Saturday the Dance Orchestra played for the

B.P. Refinery and many kind remarks of appreciation were
extended to us for services rendered during the past year.
During the course of the final week a mountain of Band
crates and boxes had been accumalating on the verandah
to finally vanish on the Sunday morning and convince us
that we were at last practically on our way. On the Monday
previous to embarkation we had the pleasure of "playing
in" the Dilwara from the end of the Navy Pier. The latter
we practically owned by virtue of squatters rights in view of
our constant performances thereon!
The remainder of Monday and Tuesday we spent on
repetitions of Lincolnshire Poacher for the benefit of dis
embarking Northamptonshires and playing for dinner at
Government House whilst H.E. The Governor entertained
the Colonial Secretary. The evening closed with a humorous
ten minutes in the company of these two eminent gentlemen
the subject being "reflections on Aden".
At last on Wednesday morning we played ashore the last
"Poacher" and duly embarked with kit and instruments.
At 3.45 p.m. we assembled "port side 'midships" and to the
relief of all Buffs on board commenced to play the Dilwara
out. We were most impressed to see that the Band of 1st
Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment had themselves
assembled at very short notice on the end of Navy Pier and
were giving our Regimental March full musical honours.
The R.A.F. launch transporting the Embarkation Officer
appeared very tenacious by escorting us to sea for a mile or
so. We duly replied to this compliment by playing the R.A.F.
Quick March.
The journey as it progresses has been most pleasant. With
the weather and sea at their best we have been able to perform
midday and afternoon programmes, Church services and
ship's Dances. We were sorry to lose the services of Sgt.
Minns and Bdsm. Mitchinson to sick bay, we hope they
muster for disembarkation on their feet!! We have all
enjoyed a most pleasant journey including a fleeting but
exhilarating two hours ashore at Malta and the excellent
entertainment that the considerate crew and staff of the
Dilwara has provided since leaving Aden. We hear that
Bandmaster ("Aga Khan") Sharpe "cleaned up" during the
running of the "Dilwara Derby" and wonder whether this
could be the same well dressed "civilian" who musically
officiated on leaving Aden!
So now we largely anticipate repacking our instruments
in the "Mov" baggage room and proceeding on leave before
the long awaited move to Germany. We look forward to the
forthcoming tour with great interest and zest which had been
savoured by the 195557 tour for many of us. At the same
time our "reflections on Aden" cause us to sense a faint
nostalgia for the interesting tour of the Arabian Peninsular.
BIRDSEYF

PLEASE ENLIST A NEW
SUBSCRIBER TO "THE DRAGON'
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Beneath Bell Harry

T

HE Depot has at
present no National
Service intake under
training but we have a
special cadre in progress
for seven young Regu
lars. Our aim is to get
them through their 3rd
Class Certificate of
Education ; get them fit
and give them a
thorough grounding be
for the next intake
arrives. In this way we
hope to find
some
N.C.O. material among
them.
The last two platoons to pass out from the
Depot were inspected and addressed by the Mayor
of Canterbury at the Passing Out Parade on 20th
February, 1959. It was a splendid parade made
more colourful by the Royal Marines' Band, who
very kindly performed for us. These two platoons,
Malplaquet and Ramifies, had their boxing com
petition on the 11th February, which was narrowly
won by the former after some entertaining and
exciting boxing.
On 24th February we were privileged to entertain
some distinguished visitors to lunch in the Officers'
Mess. The Colonel of the Regiment, Canon
Standen and Colonel Strathy of The Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada were all here to discuss the future
of the Regimental affiliation and the Warriors'
Chapel in the Cathedral. We also entertained the
Director of Infantry, who was here to discuss the
new Brigade Depot with Colonel Grace, and Mr.
Burgon Bickersteth. Major Cox, Lieut.Col.
Argles, Lieut.Col. Knocker, Captain Lunn, R.S.M.
Sharman and their respective wives went down
to Southampton to greet the 1st Battalion on 27th
February. We understand that the journey was
very worth while in all respects!
Our first two drafts from the Depot have left for
B.A.O.R., the first of a steady stream. We hope
that in the months to come the percentage of
regulars will steadily increase until (bless the day!) we
shall send a strong draft consisting of regulars only.
We have seen many wellknown faces here from
the 1st Battalion in recent weeks, among them
Major Morgan and Captain Catt. It was good to
see them all again.
Now to sport. Pride of place must go to our
basket ball team, who met 3 Div. Sig. Regt. in
the Eastern Command Semifinal. It was a great
game and had the bah been running a little more

kindly for us, we could have won. As it was, we
lost by the narrowest of margins—with only one
minute to go the Div. Signals were leading by only
one point, and it was maddening to see our shots
literally rolling round the rim of the basket but
not quite going in. In the semifinal of the District
Hockey Competition, we eventually lost by 1 goal
to nil to The Queen's Own. It needed no less than
three games to reach a decision. The first was
called off because of fog, and the second was a
goalless draw after two lots of extra time. In the
second match we did actually score, but the whistle
went for time as the ball was travelling into the
net and it was ruled no goal.
We have yet to play the semifinal of the Kent
League Soccer Competition against the Royal
Marines. However, in a friendly match against
them on 4th March we beat them 6—3, so our hopes
are high.
*
*
*

SERGEANTS' MESS
Well folks! March came in like the proverbial lamb,
what a cheerful thought for Easter. Greatcoats will be held
in readiness! So bright and warm has our weather been
recently, that on glancing across the sports ground, one can
visualise a field of cricketers in immaculate whites, instead
of the muffled up figures that we invariably see out there in
the summer trying to play in a 30 m.p.h. gale.
The news of the untimely death, of Bandmaster Baker ol
the Black Watch, will have already reached most of our
readers. But I feel that mention of it should be made here,
He was for many years a member of the 2nd Battalion
Band, and at the outbreak of war, held the appointment
of Band Sergeant. During the war, he was at the 12 I.T.C.
first as Band Sergeant and then as C.Q.M.S. He was also
a frequent visitor to the Mess of the 1st Battalion during
their tour of Kenya. Many of us got to know him and his
family well, and we all, I feel sure, offer our deepest sympathy
to Mrs. Baker and her family.
We welcome this month, Sergeant Hobbs, R.E.M.E., on
his appointment as unit armourer. We haven't as yet met
Mrs. Hobbs, but when she has settled into quarters, we
hope to see them both in the Mess, and trust that their stay
with us will be a happy one.
We were delighted to see C/Sgt:, and Mrs. CliftonSprigg
when they visited us on the 20th February to see their son
on his passing out parade. Both are in fine fettle, and hope
to be joining the Battalion in the near future.
On my short visit to Bagshot recently, I contacted two of
our old friends Cab and Mrs. Callaway. They are both in the
best of health, and very happily settled in civvy street.
Everybody was amazed to see the C.S.M. of No. 1
Company, complete in Battle Order, going out on a route
march recently. They were even more amazed to see him
come in marching!
With the Advance Party to Germany went C/Sgt. Stokes,
Sgt. Jephcott and Sgt. Stoakes. I must advise you 1st
Battalion chaps, that should Sgt. Stoakes show signs of
suffering from insomnia, please don't ask him to count
sheep. Just leave him alone and everything in the garden
will be lovely?
Welcome to our shores once more, all members of the
1st Battalion Mess, we hope that some of you will find time
to visit us. Is it true that on terminating your army career,
some of you are seeking employment with travel agencies?
Jolly good luck to you anyway, have a good leave, you
have earned it.
Calling all outsize Buffs. Urgently required at this Depot,
one suit of B.D. to fit an individual of uncertain proportions.
OLD UN,
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The Mayor of Canterbury inspects the Passing Out Parade at the Depot

THE DRAGON

Round East Kent
by The Tout
JOBS GALORE
UNDERSTAND (and apologise if I misquote)
that the Officers' Association has threefold
advice to offer the inheritors of golden bowlers:
that the quickest way to get rid of their wealth is
on betting, the most enjoyable on women, and the
most certain on farming. This sounds pretty good
on the surface, but scratch away a bit and you
unearth doubts. Are these in fact such infallible
vehicles for the conveyance of the rich to the poor
house?
Take betting, for instance. Put your six thousand
on a single horse and you can watch it vanish in
less than six minutes. Surely no one is going to
be such a fool as to do that. The wise punter is
less ambitious; limited objectives are his watch
words. One evenmoney winner a day should be
the aim—heads or tails, as simple as that—and the
stake a mere £3 or so. What's wrong with £18 a
week? With six thousand behind you, you can
afford to double up on eleven consecutive losers
before falling back on National Assistance. Even
the nap selections of racing correspondents only
occasionally descend to that level of consistency—
and everyone knows that they are given for the
bookmakers' benefit. But come to that, if you
really think that betting is your line, why not lay
the odds and let others do the doublingup?
As for women, my friends assure me that the
smaller the outlay the greater the reward. Buy a
girl a sticky piece of rock on the Margate sands
and you can have the frolic of a lifetime, but take
a gorgeous creature to the Ritz, ply her with
orchids, champagne, and quails in aspic, and like
as not the most you will get out of her will be a
bored enquiry as to whether you know the
HarvingburyBrownes. There is no enjoyment to
be had from frittering away your bounty like that.
Use it, instead, for its own enlargement. Hire
Rolls Royce and chauffeur and set off for the South

I

of France, making arrangements before hand for
the despatch of a series of telegrams to reach you
during the dinner hours—."Earnestly request you
reconsider offer stop HM perturbed—Macmillan".
"Come clean stop you know as well as I do can't
pay a price like that—Onassis." (Bqt first make
sure that he's not going to be there.) etc., etc.
Having made the most of these, quickly and
callously throw away a thousand at the wheel, but
be careful to pick the most conspicuous moment,
for you can only afford to do this once. In a week's
time every widow and divorcee will be lining up
and all you have to do is to inspect their bank pass
books and take your pick. You. will be able to
keep your Rolls and chauffeur then—and need
never lag behind with your exwife's alimony.
The infuriating thing about farming is that its
practitioners exude such an aura qf wealth. There
is money to be tapped all right if only one can
discover how, when, and where to tap. There are
two main snags, they will.tell you, first the daunting
timelag between outlay and return, second the
brittleness of expectation, with its necessary
antidote of many strings" to the bow. In other
words, without vast capital you have had it. The
only solution, it seems, is for golden bowlerites
who are intent on farming to get together and form
themselves into a collective farm. They would
have the capital then, and the labour, and with an
efficient roster system they might even get away
occasionally and take time off from feeding the
chickens, milking the cows, and helping the old
sow through her labour. Prospective farmers,
unite!
The only occupation on which I can comment
from firsthand experience is writing, and here my
advice is the same as Mr. Punch's to those con
templating matrimony: don't. There is, however,
one qualification. If you can get into the women's
magazines, you are a made man. Listed in the
Fleet Street Annual are 14 magazines with titles
starting with the word Woman, and on top of that
there are countless Homes, Gardens, Shes, Ladies,
True Confessions, and whathaveyous. They all
want the same story, only slightly varied to suit
the paper's social standing. The essential in
gredients are that its outcome must be patently
obvious from the word go, that it must be of a
high moral tone, have a happy ending, and (sour
grapes) be utterly sickmaking. But—and this,
I think, is where I fail—the writer must conceal
the fact that his story sickens him. Having sold
one winner, you have simply to change your
Deirdre for Lucinda, your Alistair for Vernon, and
your Harcourt for Gregory (always a popular
name for the chap who has the luck to lose the
girl), pack it off to another address, and await
another fat cheque.

[66]

THE

DRAGON

H

Photo by courtesy of "Kentish Express"

A warm welcome from Maj.Gen. V. Boucher, Colonel of the Regiment, for Lieut.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann, Officer
Commanding the 1st Battalion

Photo by courtesy of "Kentish Express'

General and Mrs. Boucher chatting with their son, Lieut. Simon Boucher, who returned from Aden with The Buffs
[67]
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Men of the 1st Battalion on board H.M.T. "Dilwara"
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Another job which I feel offers great scope,
specially for a man with six thousand in his pocket,
is road transport. One ownerdriven lorry can
bring in a super tax class of income if the widest
possible use is made of it. Advertise your services
as horse transporter, cattle conveyor, furniture
remover, fruit freighter, swill and garbage disposer,
excursion operator (separate advertisements, of
course) and await results. A friend of mine did so
well with his lorry that he built himself a new house
with a compartment inside it for his faithful
machine. It looked as if he kept a tame elephant.
If all else fails there is always roadmaking to
fall back on. This provides a grand opportunity
for someone who wants to pick up a quick £40 a
week. It is a real open air job and so long as you
don't exert yourself you will make some very good
friends.
The beauty of all these employments I have
mentioned is that there is no reason why they
should not be entered concurrently, neatly dove
tailed into each other to conform to the ebb and
flow of success. If anyone is tempted to embark
upon them, I for one shall be most interested to
hear how he gets on.
*

*

*

Book Review
TTIDE My Eyes, by Margery Allingham.
hi Quite an exciting detective story with rather
a wealth of too many characters.
The King's War, by C. V. Wedgewood. This is
one of the best books of the year. It follows The
King's Peace, written about three years ago. Miss
Wedgewood has a deep knowledge of this period
in our history. This book starts with the outbreak
of the Cavalier and Roundhead Wars and ends
with Cromwell's upsurge and rise to power, and
naturally the defeat of the King's Forces.
Brat Farrar, by Josephine Tey. Quite a good
story with a novel theme. Has recently been
serialised for Broadcasting.
Northern Light, by A. J. Cronin. A fairly light
novel with some excellent characters. All about
a North Country paper struggling for its existence
against the Newspaper Barons of Fleet Street.
The King Must Die, by Mary Kennett. A
modernized story of Greek mythology, based as
far as possible on fact.
The Bell, by Iris Murdoch. A queer yarn dealing
with a strange community with even stranger
tastes. A Book Society recommendation, but not
particularly mine.
THE READER.

4th Battalion

W

ITH sighs of relief
throughout the Battalion
it can now be reported
that the Annual Administra
tive Inspection is over, and the
dust can once again settle
peacefully in the corners of
the T.A. Centres.
In spite of the fact that our
Brigade Major has virtually
acquired his' Golden Bowler",
he nonetheless obviously was
determined to make his last
inspection a good one. Brig.
J. B. Ashworth, D.S.O., how
ever, was as pleasant as ever,
and appeared to be pleased with all that he saw.
We now wait with bated breath for the official
results.
Whilst this annual trial was taking place, sighs
of a different nature were heard, which announced
the marriage of Captain Daniel in Canterbury.
Congratulations to you and the very best of luck
for the future.
Another Survival Exercise was held during the
middle of the month, this time held in the Mersham
area. A strong platoon ably led by Major Plunkett
represented the unit, and although not so many
prisoners were captured this time, everyone
appeared to enjoy themselves, and the weather
proved kind.
On 19th February the Kent County T.A. Darts
Competition Semifinals and Finals were held at
297 (Kent Yeomanry) L.A.A. Regt. R.A. (T.A.) at
Maidstone. The evening was extremely well laid
on and the hosts had obviously taken a lot of
trouble in preparing the Centre. Each unit repre
sented in the Competition also put on a display
of Regimental Silver and the buffet supplied during
the interval is well worth a mention. This year we
were represented by two teams, Ashford ("C"
Company) and Folkestone ("D" Company) and
some 25 Battalion spectators also came along to
give them some support.
The first semifinal between "D" Company and
the holders, 583 Bomb Disposal Sqn. R.E. (T.A.)
was a close one, but our opponents managed to win
the final leg. In the other semifinal we were,
however, more fortunate, beating Det. 507 Coy.
R.A.S.C. (T.A.).

[71]

THE

DRAGON

The Final, played after the interval, was, how.
ever, our downfall, and 583 Bomb Disposal Sqn
R.E. were once again the winners. Lieutenant
General Sir Euan A. B. Miller, K.C.B., K.B.E.,
D.S.O., M.C., the Association Chairman presented
the prizes at the end of a most enjoyable evening.
Bad luck, "C" Company and better luck next year.
On 21st and 22nd February an Officers' and
Senior N.C.O.s' Weekend was arranged at East
bourne, and some fifteen Officers and nineteen
Senior N.C.O.s attended. Our hosts were 208
(Sussex) Field Sqn. R.E. (T.A.), who prepared a
most interesting weekend for us which included
mines and booby traps, field defences, mine clear
ance and minefields and the duties of the Sappers
in the Field. Sgt. Hall and Cpl. Minter even spent
the evening fishing and although not successful
with that, at least learned a few facts from
"courting couples" who were unaware of their
presence.
At the end of the month notification was received
that the Divisional Shooting Team was second in
the "Kolar Cup" Competition fired last year, and
therefore congratulations must be given to C.S.M.
White ("C") and Sgt. Hall (H.Q.) on representing
the unit in this team, and in receiving a bronze
medal each.
Finally, to end these notes we must welcome
five new officers to the Battalion. One of these—
Lieut. Arnold—cannot really be classified as
"new", but he has just returned to us after a long
spell as Liaison Officer at Brigade H.Q. Captain
White joins us from the M.D.C., and Lieuts.
Winch, Auld and Sayer, all exR.A.F. from 3500
F.C.U. which disbanded towards the end of last
year.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
We welcome recruits at the following places:—Heme Bay,
Lieut. Winch, A. (D.F.C.), Ptes. Collins and Hogben.
Faversham, Ptes. Gill, Chipping and Harris.
After quite a long delay, we are able to reopen Whitstable
Drill Hall. To start with, we have the old members, plus
six new recruits, and we hope more to follow. The re
opening night has been fixed for March the 2nd.
At the moment things are flying high (in more ways than
one), with the approach of Admin. Inspection, on Tuesday
the 3rd. We hope to be able to find the one ton truck by
then.
The members of the Company are very interested to find
out if there are any motor car trials taking place in the
near future, for novices. As our P.S.I, seems to be converting
his car into a hotrod, everything, we discovered the other
night, was missing from the interior—seats, floorboards,
etc. So stand by to see one day, a car that was a Wolseley
running in a trial.
A very interesting weekend, was had by our senior
members, at Eastbourne, where they were inoculated with
the mine germ.

"B" COMPANY
Compared with the previous months, this has been
reasonably quiet. No fused lights or disasters of a similar
nature have disturbed the peace. At least, not so far as the
Company are concerned, but with the Administrative
Inspection looming at the beginning of March, many items
of equipment have suddenly revealed themselves in brilliant
colours, and others, have as mysteriously disappeared from
common use.
We would like to welcome to the Company, Boys Broom
field and Hayes, and congratulate, L/Cpls. Back and Burr
and Cpl. Knight on their promotions.
The O.C. and senior N.C.O's of the Company, went to
a Royal Engineer Weekend during the month, and from
all acounts, a good time was had, and quite a bit of know
ledge gained, both about the Sappers and the local geography.
Last Sunday, in spite of the somewhat unpleasant weather,
the Company split into three patrols, and armed to the
teeth with maps and wireless sets, departed into the wilds.
Fortunately, all made the R.V. in good time, in spite of the
poor wireless reception—perhaps that helped.
-

*

*

"C" COMPANY
Firstly this month, we congratulate our darts team on
being runnersup in the K.T.A. darts competition, after
a long series of tough battles. Next year we hope they will
go one stage further and bring home the winners trophy.
Our team consisted of, C/Sgt. Wraight, Cpl. Fedder, L/Cpl.
Brooker, and L/Cpl. Farthing, "well done" the team. We
would also like to thank all at Yeomanry House for giving
us such a pleasant evening.
News of two of our officers this month, firstly Captain
White, who has now returned to us, after being in the fashion
with a bout of 'flu, and at the moment is putting all his
energies into absorbing all the latest in FirstAid, in readiness
for the coming competition. And secondly Lieut. Oliver,
who has managed to break a leg Skiing in Switzerland,
"couldn't you have done it in the Drill Hall sir, so that
our First Aid team could experiment with you?"
Sgt. and Mrs. Recton are now firmly established at the
Drill Hall, and have already both been of great help to us
on our social evenings, the question is where can we get
a set of cow bells, the same as Sgt. Recton has hanging on
the door of his quarters, and which everybody is tempted
to sound.
The Evasion Excercise, held in the Crowborough area,
was well attended by members of this Comapny, and pro
duced its usual crop of "incidents", such as "Bruno"
Crouch rounding up herds of cows in the dead of night, he's
been seeing too much Cheyenne on T.V. And "Gumboots"
Wellington, who, in the early hours of the morning, was
discovered dipping bread in his tea, believing it to be soup,
nobody dares to tell the C/Sgt. about it. Finally, there was
the last stand of the "Beau Geste" patrol at a very lonely
farm, whose only company was the oldest and deafest
inhabitant of Sussex. For some of our newest recruits this
was their first excercise, and we know they all enjoyed
themselves.
The Officers and some of the Senior N.C.O's of the
Company, spent a very interesting weekend at Eastbourne
recently, with the R.E.'s, when the subject was mines and
demolitions, we are hoping next month, to make some big
bangs of our own at Lydd; with gun and mortar pits, but
more of that later.
Our 17 pounder AntiTank guns are now back with us
again, after a spell in workshops, and we expect the Drill
Hall to ring shortly, with roars of "take post", "action"
and. "cease fire", as well as a few words not in the book,
especially when three tons is lowered onto the big toe.
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Finally, can anyone tell us why the P.S.I, should forbid
the use of the word "Admin", we believe it has something
to do with inspections, and is the source of much activity
these drill nights, never mind Bob, it will soon all be over
.. . then get ready for the next!!

"D" COMPANY
We are sorry to announce, that we were knocked out of
the K.T.A. Darts SemiFinal by our opponents, 583 B.D.
Squadron, R.E. (T.A.). B.D. in this case meaning Buffs
Disposal.
But our team captain, L/Cpl. Burvill, assures me that if
they had been playing "C" Company, they would have won
easily. I wonder?
The Admin. Inspection is here once more, and the Drill
Hall rings to the sound of brooms and polishers being moved
at high speed over various objects.
The smell of polish and paraffin, even overrides the
smell of JeyesFluid, and that is saying something.
I just hope that we are the same standard as we were
last year, and then everybody will remain happy.
But more of the Admin next month, when I can tell you
if we are still happy.
We have two new Officers with us now, and I take this
opportunity to welcome them to the fold. Welcome, Lieut.
Sayer and Lieut. Auld, I hope your stay with us will be a
long and pleasant one.
We must also welcome Pte. Prunty again, who left us once
to return to his native land, Scotland, but found he could
not get on with the people there, so he returned to us, let
us hope he stays for a long while this time.
Well, with the P.S.I, away being educated, I bid all and
sundry, adieu, and get On with getting the place ready for
the Admin. Inspection.

H.Q. COMPANY
Congratulations to Pte. and Mrs. Hickiqott on the birth
of their first child—a daughter. We understand all is going
according to plan, even to Hickmott having the usual
number of sleepless nights. Clare Louise was launched on
what we hope will be a successful journey through life,
at the "Laughing Fish" at Isfield.
Two new recruits joined us this month, Kennett and
Snoad. We are very pleased to have them, and the usual
hearty welcome has already been extended to them.
Excercise "Piltdown", well attended by H.Q. Company,
was not voted such a success as "Rhino Trek", but none
theless, it was enjoyable and the meals produced by C/Sgt.
Wraight and his Staff, very sustaining. It was left to Clarke
and the Company Commander to capture the only two
enemy, who, as far as we know, came through our lines.
The "Laughing Fish" unfortunately could not be com
pared with the "Merry Harriers", either in the quality of
their brew, or hospitality.
We are planning a Company Dance, on the 4th April,
and invitations will be sent in due course,

5th Battalion
"^HE past month has been
a very strenuous one from
every point of view with
both social and military events
vying for prior attention. The
main hurdle, the Annual In
spection, has been negotiated
thanks to the spirited and
painstaking preparatory work
by all concerned and we await
the outcome with confidence;
Some skeletons were un
doubtedly disturbed by the
inspecting team and little es
caped their gaze but the
Brigade Commander seemed
well satisfied with all he saw. The Tramp Supper
held by the Battalion Wives' Club proved a
stupendous success and a most enjoyable evening
was spent by all. There were numerous visitors
from the Depot and from the Ladies' Guilds and
the Ramsgate Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and such were the excellent disguises
and beards galore that recognition was a very
difficult task indeed ("Mate" proved to be the most
useful form of address!). A much bewhiskered Mr.
Green performed the duties of M.C. and we are
grateful to him and the many willing hands who
transformed the Drill Hall for the event. Logs are
now available on application to H.Q. Company—
with the exception of the one doing duty as the
base of a seesaw.
From this auspicious start to the month the pace
quickened until the climax was reached on 27th
February with the Ball at Dover. This event drew
an attendance of one hundred and fifty and was
the first to be held in Dover since the War. It was
a most colourful scene with the various messkits,
blues and tartans mingling on the floor to the music
of the Royal Artillery Band, Woolwich. The
Colours of the Battalion were on display and were
under guard by members of the Battalion dressed
in period uniform; the Colours were flanked by
items of regimental silver including the Latham
centrepiece. One of the highlights of the evening
was the appearance of two regimental cooks
pushing a decorated barrow and distributing hot
dogs. Among those bringing parties to the Ball
were General and Mrs. Turner, General Sir Wynd
ham Green and Lady Wyndham Green, Brigadier
and Mrs. Ashworth and their Worships the Mayors
of Dover and Deal. It was also very nice to see
Officers from the 4th Battalion together with a
number of Officers from other units in the Garrison,
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For those who knew him, it was like old times to see
Bandsman Hills, late of The Buffs, and now well
to the fore in the Royal Artillery Band.
The Thanet Ball will be held at the Winter
Gardens, Margate, on Friday, 3rd April next,
when we look forward to seeing past and present
friends again.
Lieuts. Semmence and Hollis after a somewhat
lengthy unembodied existence in H.Q. and "A"
Companies respectively, have now been com
missioned into The Buffs and arejnow fullyfledged
brown jobs; at long last too we can welcome our
own Doctor, Lieut. S. K. Talty, from Dover, and
look forward to seeing him at Camp. Recent
Officer changes include the appointment of Captain
R. P. Wright as Adjutant, Lieut. Semmence as
M.T.O. and 2/Lieut. G. Dineley as Assistant
R.S.O.; congratulations to them all, and may their
"in trays" never be empty.
With the 1st Battalion back from Aden en route
for Germany, it was grand to see Major Graham
Semmence and Captain John Grugeon in the Mess;,
the Semmence brothers met for the first time in
twenty years and it was therefore something of an
occasion!
Next month will see the Battalion off to Annual
Camp and already the wheels are turning with the
production of the Quartermaster's Camp Admin.
Instruction No. 1—with the prospect of further
editions after his return from Millom.
*

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
Could it be the exceptionally fine weather which has
brought so many new faces to Westwood? Whatever it
was, our strength is now 150, and if the present rate of
progress is maintained, we shall not be long in reaching
the 200 mark. A hearty welcome therefore, to Ptes. Webb,
Newman, Yates, Danton, Shaxted, Nichols, Lewis, Farrell
and Bredbere. The latter were members of the original
4th/5th Battalion, and served with "A" Comapny at
Wilson's Road.
After many years service in the Territorial Army, C.S.M.
Philpott reached the age limit and has reverted to the
rank of Sergeant. He is still serving with us and may he
continue to do so. In his place we welcome C.S.M. Hurlow
from "A" Company; congratulations on his promotion,
and may his tour of duty be a long and happy one. Sgt.
Daisy has been promoted and is now C/Sgt. of "A" Com
pany and we miss his company at Westwood.
We would also like to congratulate L/Cpl. and Mrs.
Stockdale, on adding a little stock to the Stockdale family,
namely baby Marion Ann, and of course we must not
forget R.S.M. and Mrs. Green and congratulate them on
the arrival of Wendy and hope that official apologies were
forthcoming on the absence of Mr. Green on the Annual
Inspection!
An indoor Civil Defence excercise brought representatives
of the Police, Fire and Civil Defence services, together with
ourselves, in studying the joint problems of a Company
in its Third Echelon role and we look forward to more
practical liaison later on,

Our fortnightly dances, continue to be well patronised,
and the present series ends on Easter Saturday—we look
forward to seeing you then!
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
Once again we are able to report further increase in the
Company strength, this time welcoming three new members,
namely Ptes. Hayward, Lampert and Thomas. In addition,
we have been more than pleased to see C/Sgt. Daisy take
up his new appointment with us as "Custodian of the 108
book", and we must congratulate him on his promotion.
Needless to say, the drop in bar takings at Westwood have
been offset by the rise of them here in Ramsgate.
On the debit side, we have lost, after ten years, C/Sgt.
Hurlow, who with a new shining crown on the bottom of
his sleeve, has taken up his appointment as C.S.M. H.Q.
Company. Our congratulations and best wishes.
Mr. Hollies has at long last, become Lieut. Hollies, we
are glad to see, and can only hope that he will stay with us;
after the recent Evasion Ex involving members of the
Battalion, Lieut. Hollies had days of suffering with blistered
feet. There's more to come, sir.
The Sergeants' Room has really taken on a new appearance
since the erection of a bar, against one wali, by Sgt. Christian
and L/Cpl. Sheehy. Thank you both for the extra work
that you have put in over it. It really is excellent.
Sgt. Jones is, we understand, well on the way to recovery,
after his brief spell in hospital for an eye operation, and we
should be seeing him again quite soon.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
Congratulations to Cpl. Spicer and Pte. Worthington,
on being selected to play football for the Brigade team.
C.S.M. Lillicrap and C/Sgt. Winter, represented the
Company on the Evasion Excercise; it must be noted that
brown stew was produced by C/Sgt. Winter for more than
one meal.
Our Champ has been returned, to the Company M.T.
lines, now that our P.S.I, has purchased a car—we had
almost forgotten we had one!
With the Annual Inspection behind us, we can now look
forward to the Annual Camp.
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
Delete "70" and substitute "80", that's the latest amend
ment to our recruiting figures, and we are sure that there
will be many more amendments.
We give a great welcome to our new batch of volunteers,
and we hope they to, will bring along their friends and join
the biggest Rifle Company in the Battalion. New volunteers
being Ptes. Holland C., Stevens B., Nightingale D., Jones A.,
Thompson B., Whitman J., Pulham L., Coppard W.,
Fear D., and King E., also Boys, Jones R., Wood R., and
Loader A.
Training this foggy and 'flu bound month has continued
to lay the emphasis on individual and recruit training and
the gradual step up from .22 shooting to 30 yerds range,
shows good signs for better results on the open ranges this
year.
Our P.S.I, and seven members of the Comapny attended
a two day scheme "Operation Piltsdown", 14th to 15th
February, and had good practice in wireless precedure and
night patrols. We congratulate Sgt. Sayers and Col. Laird,
on their respective promotion to C/Sgt. and Sgt., also
congratulations to Pte. and Mrs. Powell on the birth of a
son, also Pte. and Mrs. Fisher on the birth of a daughter.

THE DRAGON
On the social side this month, we had a games evening
with the local Kenex sports club, and were quite surprised
at the standard of some of their members at .22 shooting.
Pte. Fagg and one of their members tied for first place,
on the following evening Kenex invited the Company to
their club, and a very good time was enjoyed by all.
An air of calm has descended on the Comapny Per
manent Staff as the Annual Admin Inspection is now over,
but the next thing on the agenda is the preparation for the
Grand Officers' Ball this coming weekend, also preparation
for the adoption parade on the 23rd March, when the
Mayor of Dover will present the Adoption Certificate of
the Town and Corporation of Dover to the Company.
The Company is thinking of indenting for a gross of ear
plugs to combat the energies of our newly formed skiffle
group, ably lead by Ptes. Coe and Hirst, and the male
voice choir, and we look forward to their first performance
in the next month's social activities; if we haven't got the
correct tone and rhythm, we certainly have the volume, so
carry on the good work.
Badminton is still thriving, and we are introducing the
game of Volley Ball to our list of sports activities.
We end this months notes, with good wishes to all mem
bers of the 1st Battalion, on their new overseas station.

"S" COMPANY
On February 14th, "S" Company held a dinner and dance,
at the Drill Hall, which was an outstanding success. Almost
100, including wives and guests, sat down to a four course
dinner, prepared by an outside catering .firm, on the Drill
Hall premises. The Mayor and Mayoress of Deal, Alderman
J. Tapping, J.P., and Mrs. Tapping and the Battalion
Commander, were among the guests. We were sorry,
however, that Mrs. R. L. GardnerThorpe and Mrs. C. R.
Robinson were unable to attend, and also one or two more
of the lady guests. For this was a ladies' night, and it could
be said that their entertainment was really the object of the
excercise.
The loyal toast was proposed by L/Cpl. Collyer and
Major Robinson proposed the toast of the guests, with a
few skilful remarks, obviously aimed at the wives, in which
he very successfully pointed out the great part they play in
maintaining the continuing efficiecny of the Territorial
Army. The Mayor of Deal, replying on behalf of the guests,
delivered a speech, which was a delightful mixture of
official , and personal appreciation, both of the event and of
"S" Company. He referred to the forthcoming readoption
of "S" Company by the Borough Council on May 9th,
when it is proposed to readopt the Company at a ceremony
similiar to that carried out when the Deal Territorials were
part of the Royal Regiment. He also expressed the hope,
that it would not rain on this occasion, a remark, which
brought forth murmurs of deep approval!
"S" Company is fortunate indeed, to serve in a Borough,
where they are so well appreciated and we are most indebted
to our Mayor and Mayoress for their obvious interest and
very tangible support.
A dance followed the dining and wining, and the hour of
midnight struck all too soon. It was agreed by all, that such
an ambitious event was fully justified by the enjoyment and
success of the whole evening.
The Social Committee and Major Robinson, did an
excellent job of work in proving that "T.A. Social
Activities" is not by any means merely a recruiting slogan.
We now look forward to the Admin Inspection, for we
are as good at our jobs as we are in our entertaining and
only too eager to let everyone know it.

A

Coincidence ?

S it was in the troubled times in Ireland at
the end of 1920, which is a long time ago,
I may perhaps be permitted to write about it

now.
I had been wounded in an ambush in County
Cork and my leg at last allowed me to travel;
even although it had not completely healed, I was
well able to walk.
Trains were never very punctual in the Emerald
Isle, and during the troubles, many were cancelled
altogether, but the CorkDublin boat train still
ran every day, more or less up to time.
I joined the train at Mallow, to find many Black
and Tans (Auxiliary Police Cadets) and a few
Army Officers were my fellowtravellers and all
were armed.
All were merry and bright at the thought of
leave in England, and we were a cheerful party
in the dining car before we even arrived at Tipperary
and very merry indeed before we got to Dublin
and the boat.
Only a few civilians were travelling and I saw
only two in the dining car.
The boat was a little late in arriving at Holyhead,
where all the Police and Military were permitted to
leave their arms and ammunition with the Railway
Transport Officer and we were all very glad to get
rid of the rather large cumbersome .45 pistols the
Army Officers were carrying.
The train from Holyhead to London ran more
or less to time, even making up for our late start,
and was quite uneventful.
I had some odd shoppings to do in town and
they took rather longer than I thought and it was
nearly two o'clock before I arrived at a restaurant in
Piccadilly, where I took my lunch.
Because it was so late, I was not surprised to
find only a few people still there, but I was surprised
to see one of the civilian passengers on the Dublin
train follow me in.
I particularly noticed him, as I have a very good
memory for faces, and I was surprised because he
did not look quite the type who would lunch in
Piccadilly.
However, I took no further notice of him, got
on with my own lunch and eventually left and made
my way over to Victoria Station to catch the very
fast nonstop 3.40 p.m. train down to Brighton.
It was dark (December) when the train arrived
and I went round to No. 10 Platform, from which
in those days a tiny twocarriage train made the
journey round to Kemp Town Station, very close
to where my family were then living.
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West Country Buffs
Luncheon

Imagine my surprise when I recognised the
civilian I had seen in the Dublin train and again
in the restaurant, seated in the other compartment.
I really took very little notice of anybody when
we arrived at Kemp Town, but went as quickly
as my leg would allow, to my home, which was
about two minutes' walk away.

CASTLE HOTEL, TAUNTON,

T

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH

HE barometer is slowly rising on the Western
front, and at the time of writing (7th March)
stands about where it did this time last year
and the two years before that. Firm bookings
have now risen from 9 to 12, the latest being Major
Several attempts had been made in England, W. H. Pitkin from Bristol; Major S. Simpson, who
especially round London, at demonstrations against always motors down from London and brings
police and soldiers' families of personnel serving Lieut.Col. Argles with him; and Major H. Shorter
in Ireland, and I began to wohder if my follower from Weymcfuth. He has reported that four of
was just trying to find out my address, he having last year's contingent from S.W. Dorset Branch
missed me going into my house the evening before. are definitely coming and he hopes for more—and
so do we all. Scattered around the West Country
In Ireland, even when out of barracks in plain are a number of others whom one confidently
clothes, we all had to carry arms, and the big .45 hopes will send in their names soon and so relieve
pistol complete with holster was a heavy and the anxiety which always prevails in your Hon.
cumbersome load and not really small enough to Secretary's mind at this time. It would be a great
go even into an overcoat pocket and was completely help if those who wish to join the party would
warn in as soon as they read these notes in The
impossible for a quick draw.
Dragon, but if there are any who cannot make up
Because of this, I had decided when next in their minds a month ahead, then the very last day
England that I would get myself something smaller on which entries can be received is Monday, 20th
and handier in the weapon line and I really thought April.
that that moment had arrived.
This ought to be quite an occasion as we hope
I walked very slowly into the town and up North to have the honour of entertaining the Colonel of
Street, where I crossed to turn down New Road, the Regiment for the first time for three years,
just permitting myself one look down the road to owing to his absence in America in the previous
see if my shadow was still there: he was.
two years.
Will those in possession please wear the Regi
There is a gunsmith about five shops along New
Road and I went straight in and selected a very mental tie. This not only honours the Regiment
nice .38 pistol—only five chambers, which made it but will help the hotel staff to be of service in
very light—probably only about 15 ozs., and also parking cars and directing members to the small
bar where all are asked to assemble beforehand.
a fifty round box of ammunition.
Lunch is due to begin at one o'clock, but last year
Before I left the shop, I opened the box and took a good many turned up by about noon and were
out five rounds which I held in my right hand, the thus able to put in a very congenial fortyfive
minutes before wending their way to the dining
pistol in my left.
room. Please do the same again. If anyone would
As I left the shop,1 saw my follower on the pave like to pay in advance it would save your Hon.
ment opposite—I walked to the edge of the pave Secretary the bother of fumbling for change on
ment, deliberately broke and loaded the pistol: the day. The price is 17/. Address for letters as
I looked up and saw my recent shadow going down before: Little Beredens, Kenton, Nr. Exeter
the road like the proverbial long dog.
('phone: Starcross 316).
He disappeared in the gardens of the Dome, and
No sooner had the above notes been dropped
although I remained in Brighton for another in the letter box than the telephone rang. It was a
month (always with my neat little gun), I never saw call from Dartmoor. Lieut.Col. A. F. St. A.
him again.
Turner was bn the other end to protest that his
name had been omitted from last month's list.
Do you think it was a coincidence, or was Mea
culpal Some months ago he had assured me
I getting windy?
that Lieut.Col. E. B. Backhouse was not "late",
"AITCHEM". as erroneously reported in The Dragon a little time

I had completely forgotten about my fellow
traveller when I walked down to the sea front the
next morning, but there, leaning against the sea
front railings, was my undoubted follower.
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ago. At the same time, he warned in and 1 failed
to enter his name. Now he states that he is planning
another break from the moor in company with
his son Michael, who is now in the publishing
business in London. It ought to make a good story!
By this morning's post I also heard from Lieut.
Col. Backhouse himself. He is just off to sea again
and hopes to be back from South Africa in time
for the lunch. He will be staying at Hunter's
Lodge Inn, between Axminster and Chard, and
would like a lift in to Taunton. If anyone is passing
that way, will he please let me know at once.
Our numbers now stand at 15, plus an uncertain
number from Dorset, so we should make our quota
safely, with a good many in hand, I hope.
Also this morning I heard from Mr. J. A.
Breach, from Taunton, who is very kindly pre
senting us with a gavel and block for use by the
Chairman. A short presentation ceremony is being
arranged before lunch. Mr. Breach is also doing
the photograph this year.
R.T.

Regimental Gazette
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OE TUESDAY, 3RD
FEBRUARY, 1959
INFANTRY
REGUALR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. G. J. B. Edgecombe (426867) to be

Capt., 6th February, 1959.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRTDAY, 13TH
FEBRUARY, 1959
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Richard Joseph Hollies (459541) (Late R.
Aux. A.F. Res. of Officers.) to be Lt., 24th October, 1958.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt., A. J. Cathery (453996) from Reg.

Army Nat. Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 23rd January, 1959,
with seniority 31st August, 1957.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 17TH
FEBRUARY, 1959
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Brig. M. P. D. Dewar, C.B., C.B.E. (34749),

late Inf., retires on retired pay, 19th February, 1959. (Reserve
Liability).
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY

THE BUFFS.—Cyril Herbert Sayer (438448) (Late R. Aux.
A.F. Res. of Officers) to be Lt., 23rd October, 1958, with
seniority 20th September, 1954.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt., S. Gillett (453007) to be Lt., 1st

February, 1959.

JOIN

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 24TH
FEBRUARY, 1959
INFANTRY
REGUALR ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—23558291 Cadet Robert Henry Cope

(459012) to be 2nd Lt., 13th December, 1958.

THE PAST
AND PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. Anthony Dudley Montague Proctor

(449160) from A.E. Res. of Officers. Nat. Serv. List, Suffolk,
to be Lt., 1st January, 1959, with seniority 13th January
1958.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 27TH
FEBRUARY, 1959
INFANTRY
ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—Lt. R. D. Willcox (439430) from M.D.C.,

to be Lt., 28th February, 1959, with seniority 23rd August,
1956.

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
THE BUFFS.—Capt. D. A. Whiting (412620) from Acitive

List, to be Capt., 12th December, 1958, retaining his present
seniority.
THE BUFFS.—Capt. A. H. Blackbourn, T.D. (78966), from
Active List, to be Capt., 17th December, 1958, retaining his
present seniority,
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Past and Present
Association
Annual Members
1ST TO 28TH FEBRUARY, 1959

Ramsgate Branch.—J. Hill, Cpl. N. C. Broadway, Pte. R.
Dickerson, L/Cpl. L. S. Smith.

Grants

£ s. d.

Benevolent Fund
World War 1939, Charitable Fund

28 0 0
4 1 1 4

Competitions
DARTS

1ST ROUND (concluded) Margate (W.O.) v Canterbury.
2ND ROUND. Medway beat Sittingbourne, Ashford beat
London, Dover beat Sandwich.
SEMI FINAL. Ashford beat Dover.
*

*

Sergeant Phillips turned up in the new khaki uniform and
it is as the papers originally stated—very difficult to differ
entiate from the present officers Khaki Dress No. 1.
The main business of the evening dealt with our acceptance
of the kind offer by Lieut.Col. U. H. B. Alexander, M.B.E.,
to share the facilities of the 4th Battalion Sergeants' Mess
at their new headquarters in a modernised part of the former
Cavalry Barracks—to be known in future I believe as Leros
Barracks. As this may complicate intending visitors, I think
it better to say "Take the 'Bus to Sturry Road and alight
at the Vauxhall Public House, for this brings you to the new
Entrance Gate.
We avail ourselves of the new room in March but this was
not known to us until our assembly in February, and so
many hopes of having a farewell "beano" at the old St.
Peter's Street Hall was unfortunately frustrated. We thank
all ranks of the 4th Battalion for their kind tolerance of us,
and for the comfort they have provided us with during the
past four or five years. I am sure that this new move will
greatly enhance our friendship.
A few hands of Tombola, with Mr. White as "Barker"
and Hoppo collecting—officially and not financially this
time—brought our evening to a close.
We commiserate with the Dover Branch upon the sad loss
of Mr. Archie Meakin, for Archie could be at home in any
Buff fraternity, apart from the fact that most of us at
Canterbury had soldiered with Archie.
BABU.

*

Canterbury Branch
Last month I commented on the fact that we had tripped up
with our Dart Fixture List, and as a result, tentative arrange
ments to have a team ready at short notice to proceed to
Margate were initiated by Ernie Chambers, our Secretary.
Despite these arrangements we could not field a team, even
on the date that had been arranged, and so that means giving
the points to Margate. We apologise for any inconvenience
that may have been caused to our hosts, but I think a "short
notice" team starts off with a handicap, and I suppose the
climax that produced the poor support was the heavy fog
that prevailed.
The Branch has suffered a great loss with the passing away
of Mr. Billy Bigg, D.C.M., early in February after a short
illness. An obituary will have appeared in The Dragon for
February. Billy was a natural choice for one of my "Who's
Who" characters that I had the honour of portraying some
months ago, therefore there is little left to say except that
his kind do not seem forthcoming from the junior element
of the Regiment today. Messrs. Mould, Chambers, Rennells,
and White represented the Branch at the funeral, and other
members of the club attended in the dual capacity of fellow
Municipal employees. His passing from our ranks together
with other well known Buffs recently deceased, was honoured
by a minute's silence at the opening of our meeting on the
27th February.
Our Chairman then welcomed back a couple of our
invalids—Mr. Allan from Ash, and Mr. Thornby of Chitral
days. He also welcomed Captain Pidduck from Ramsgate,
and a new face—although not new to the Association—Mr.
Farrow who served from 1905 to 1919 with the 2nd Battalion
overseas.
Colonel Evans had to miss for once, being under the
Doctor, but once again we had the welcome support of
Colonel RoscowReid, Colonel King and Major Chambers,
and about two dozen other loyal supporters.
A second Dance has been arranged for the 4th April at the
Abbots Barton Hotel, and it is to be hoped that this function
will be supported by all members and their ladies in order to
bring off a second successful ventqre.

Ladies' Guild
At our Meeting on March 4th, we were delighted to see
Mrs. Boucher. Our Chairman, Mrs. Argles, gave her a
very warm welcome on behalf of all the members.
In the absence of Mrs. Alexandra, Mrs. Minto acted as
Secretary. Twentyeight members were present.
An invitation had been received from the Folkestone
Ladies' Guild, inviting us to their meeting on April 8th.
It was proposed to accept with much pleasure. About
twenty members would be able to go.
The lampshade demonstration, which was to have taken
place at this meeting has been postponed. Instead of this,
Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles gave us a delightful talk on the
history of the Past and Present Association, and the admin
istration of the Benevolent Fund. He told us how the idea
of a Past and Present Association was discussed and suggested
by the sergeants of the 1st and 2nd Battalions, when both
were stationed at Dover, for a short time in 1905. The idea
took shape and became in time, the farreaching organisation
that it is today.
Colonel Argles also told us of the Formation of the Buffs
Cottage Homes, in Thanet in 1901. The cottages were built
to provide homes for old Buffs, and their wives. They have
been greatly appreciated and are never empty.
A vote of thanks was proposed to Colonel Argles, and all
members showed how much they had enjoyed their very
interesting talk, by their enthusiastic applause.
It has been decided that the outing this year shall be to
Penshurst, on July 2nd. Details will be given later.
Mrs. Wevill is kindly arranging a Whist Drive, on April
13th, at 7.30 p.m. in the Church Room, Hollow Lane, in
aid of our funds.
After the business of the meeting, tea was served by Mrs.
Freelove and Mrs. E. Smith.
The competition was won by Mrs. E. Smith.
Our next meeting will be as usual, at the Drill Hall, St.
Peter's Lane, on April 1st.
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Sittingbourne Branch
The Annual General Meeting was held on the 5th of
February, 1959. Colonel Dean, v.c., T.D., J.P., was in the
Chair, supported by Mr. Mount and seventeen members.
Apologies were received from Colonel Wills, C.S.M.
Antrichen, L/Cpl. Knight, Mr. Stowers and Mr. Russell.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and passed.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS—There was nothing from the
Treasurer, and the balance was in obeyance. Secretary's
report was not complete, but would be presented at the
next meeting.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.—Chairman: Colonel D. L. Dean,
v.c., T.D., J.P. ViceChairman: Lieut.Col. J. Wills.
Secretary: Mr. Read. Treasurer: Mr. Russell. Assistant
Secretary and Sick Visitor: Mr. W. Sinclair.
COMMITTEE.—The following were elected.
C.S.M.
Antrichan, Messrs. Burden, Nairns, Slarks, Frost, Gee, and
Embleton.
SOCIAL COMMITTEE.—The following were elected. Mr.
Read, Mr. Nairns, Mr. Sinclair, C.S.M. Antrichan, Mr. Gee.
This committee would also deal with the children's party.
STANDARD BEARER FOR 1959.—Standard Bearer: Mr.
Mairns. No. 1 Escort: Mr. Johnson. No. 2 Escort: Mr.
Slarks.
SICK VISITORS REPORT.—Mr. Sinclair reported that he
had visited Mr. Bert, McCrae and Mr. Ives. Mr. McCrae
had had his left eye removed and also operations on his
mouth. His condition is not too bad. Mr. Ives had lost the
use of one arm and one leg, but was quite cheerful. A grant
of £2 10s. Od. to each of these two members, had been
received from Mr. Sinclair. Mr. Mount, after his spell in
hospital, was welcomed back.
RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION.—These were pinned on the
notice board for all to see.
THANKS.—Major R. Jarman thanked all members for
their support at the Battalion Dance.
BOOBY was then drawn, given this month by Mr. B.
Russell, and won by Mr. Slarks, raising a sum of 9/6. A
whip round for the sick realized £2 10s. 3d.
AUCTION.—A miniature bottle of Scotch Whiskey and a
Box of Chocolates, brought forth 11/.
*

*

*

London Branch
On Saturday the 21st February, the London Branch held
their meeting at the Cranbourne Hotel, Leicester Square.
The attendance was round about 22 members.
The main item on the Agenda was our returning to our old
meeting room at the Prince Alfred, Tufton Street, for our
April meeting. We are very much hoping that this will bring
back some of the old faces. Quite a number of them did not
like the Cranbourne anyway.
The Chairman said he had been in touch with Jim Redman
and was pleased to say that he and his wife were very much
better and said he would be seeing more of us at the Prince
Alfred.
Joe Gossby, the day I went to see him in hospital, was
very cheery, but of course it will be quite some time yet
before we will have the pleasure of having Joe with us again;
a couple of broken legs take time to knit, but we all send
him the very best of luck.
Mr. Billings heard from George Hardwick and was very
pleased to say he is now out of hospital and making steady
progress. Don't think I have forgotten you George, I will
be getting in touch with you. All the best of health to you
from all of us.

Victor Hewson is in hospital again and Mrs. Stringer
wrote to me on behalf of her hubby, telling me about Victor.
If ever a chap has suffered it's Victor, and yet he always has
that cheery word and a smile for everyone. Look sharp and
get well again Vic. All members send their very best wishes
to you.
Our visit to Ashford was a great night according to the
members that went. I was very sorry I could not get along.
Of course we lost at darts, but that was O.K. by us. I would
certainly like to say many thanks for the grand time you gave
us, also for the sack of potatoes you sent back to us for a
raffle. We only hope we will be able to return to you the
same hospitality in the very near future. Skinner, I am sure
I saw that name printed on some of those spuds, many
thanks. By the way Mr. Ashby won them in the raffle, we
hope he arrived home with them O.K.
We were very sorry to hear about Billy Briggs passing
away, he was a grand Buff and a great loss to the Canterbury
Branch, our deepest sympathy to his wife and family. One
of the finest times I had in my service was with Billy at
Southampton on the embarkation staff about 1926. A
great chap.
The Chairman paid tribute to Mr. Smith who attended
our meeting. Mr. Smith works in Ghana mining, and he
told us a little about it, which we found very interesting.
He always attends our meeting when he comes home on
leave and the Branch really appreciated his attendance.
Now to all members of the Branch. Do not forget the
Branch returns to the Prince Alfred for the April meeting,
make a special note of this. A grand opening night is on the
bill, so Roll up, Roll up.
The best of luck to all Branches, and that's the lot for this
month.
H.J.S.
*

*

*

Medway Branch
It was with much regret that the Branch received the news
that its President, Mr. H. Hepworth, died on the 16th
February in his 89th year. He was cremated at Charing
Crematorium on Monday, 23rd, when the Branch was
represented by its Hon. Secretary, Mr. Harold Brand, and
Mr. Williams, and the Association by Colonel E. V. Argles.
At our meeting on the 28th the acting Chairman reminded
the members that they had lost a true friend, one whom it
will be well nigh impossible to replace, one who lived
respected and died regretted to whose relatives the members
extended their sincere condolences. The Branch stood to
order as a mark of respect for the passing of an old Buff.
On the 22nd February we were pleased to entertain
Sittingbourne Branch and play them in the second round of
the Darts competition. None of the players were up to
championship standard and their play produced more moans
than applause from the onlookers. I suppose one can only
say that it was "just one of those nights" for the average
score was down to the all time low of 36. We won two
straight games which puts us in the semifinal. Scores of
note were as follows:—Nairne 84, Burnden 82, Allen 92,
100, Curedary 136, all of Sittingbourne Branch, and Attwood
69, 70, Hammond 65 and Blakelock 85.
Losing the game did not make our visitors downhearted
however, and they gave every appearance of having a good
evening. Once again we were able to avail ourselves of the
facilities of the British Legion Club to whose Chairman and
Officers we offer our grateful thanks. We had a few games of
tombola, a few dances and lots and lots of refreshments and
for these latter items we are once again indebted to the
kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Hall.
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Poor old Tom Jenkins got out of a sick bed to be with us.
His loyalty to the Branch was touching but I doubt his
wisdom in coming along for, I regret to add, at the time of
writing he is still in bed with a bad bout of 'flu. Long before
these notes are read I trust that he will be out and about
again.
On Saturday, 7th March, we go to Sandwich in response
to their kind invitation. I hope to let you know what happens
in our next notes.
Speaking of Sandwich, it is very nice to know that their
endeavours over a long period have been crowned with
success and that at long last they have been able to acquire
their Branch Standard. We, in common with other Branches,
have received an invitation to be present on Sunday, 5th
April, when the Standard is to be dedicated. We were
pleased to accept although all members present did not share
our Hon. Secretary's optimism in getting sufficient members
to fill a 'bus—I sincerely hope that he will be successful.
I hasten to add that it is not necessarily through lack of
enthusiam that some members do npt desire to go but for
other reasons. One, for instance, may well be other com
mittments, then again, we are at this moment experiencing
three successive Saturdays on Branch business—mustn't
overload the boat.
The last item at our meeting was to receive nominations
for Branch officers for the ensuing year. There were but two
changes and as no nomination is opposed I feel free to
mention them. Mr. Hall to be ViceChairman and Mr. Len
Coward to be Standard Bearer. The office of President and
VicePresident is to be left in obeyance.
Well, spring is getting closer and bringing with it lighter
evenings and more moderate temperatures (I hope 1 am not
speaking too soon). I am not a gardener, just enough to keep
the place tidy, and I suppose that it is just as well for my list
of jobs to be done seems to get longer every year. ALL this
room, just the paper in that, touch up the paint in the next,
Oh! and remember to put a dab of glue on the what's it
(I like these just jobs, they usually take three or four evenings
much to certain peoples surprise), and so it goes on until you
suddenly realise that winter is approaching once again.
Never mind, it gives one a lot of satisfaction, pleasing others.
*

*

*

Ladies' Guild
The Annual Meeting of the Medway Ladies' Guild was
held in January and it was proposed and seconded that all
all the Officers be reelected. This was unanimously agreed
to.
It was decided to visit Eastbourne in June and to visit
Dicker Potteries and to have a long tour home through
Godstone and Westerham.
It was also decided to hold our Annual Dinner in October
this year instead of November.
A Bring and Buy Sale was to be arranged for the October
meeting and an invitation was to be sent to Folkestone asking
if they would like to visit us in early spring.
After the meeting a few games of Whist were played and
after a cup of tea the meeting closed.
The Ladies visited Peek Freens Biscuit Factory on the 17th
February and had a very pleasant and instructive afternoon.
The February meeting was rather small owing to 'flu and
other committments.
Mrs. Holt reported that Mr. Hepworth,. a former Mayor
of Gillingham and the husband of one of our oldest members
had passed away at the age of 88. The condolences of the
Ladies had been sent to Mrs. Hepworth.

Ramsgate Branch
After our Ladies' Guild party, on the last day of January,
we had barely got our second wind, when along came the
"Tramps Supper" at the invitation of the Wives' Club of
the 5th Battalion at Westwood, and what a gathering of
"tramps". I'm sure that if some of the genuine tramp
fraternity had have seen some of us, they would have left
their Union immediately. A very jolly evening was spent
by us all. Thanks very much to Mrs. Dunglinson and her
ladies, I can assure you, that to see senior officers and their
ladies, eating fish and chips out of newspapers, and drinking
tea from pint mugs; shews to what lengths we Buffs will go.
The verdict was, that we must have more such events.
I am afraid tfiat I omitted in my last month's notes, to
tender the sympathy of the Branch, to Major and Mrs.
Neville in their recent bereavement. Our sympathy too,
again goes to Mrs. Collins who in addition to losing her
husband in January, had to suffer further loss when her son
died as the result of a motor cycle accident. I must also
report with great sorrow the passsing of another grand
Buff, and friend of many, Archie "Pongo" Meakin, of the
Dover Branch. To his son and daughter, we offer our
condolences. Another point that I ommitted, and for which
I must humbly apologise, was to congratulate that real
"Old Timer", Alf Argraves, on his recent award. Best of
luck Alf, may you live long to enjoy it.
For our February meeting, we were very fortunate in
having Major Cox, O.C. Depot, and some of his Officers
and Other Ranks, To pay us a visit. We were very pleased to
welcome them to Ramsgate, and thoroughly enjoyed their
company; and especially do we thank Major Cox, for his
very interesting talk on Aden. Accompanying the Depot
party too, was a visitor who is always very welcome, Colonel
Argles. I'm not sure how he worked it, but he managed to
drag our Town Clerk, Captain Speakman, along to the
meeting. We don't see him often, owing to his Council
duties, but it was nice to have him with us, and to see him
looking so well.
The main topic of interest at the moment, is the news that
the Ramsgate Borough Council are to confer the Freedom
of the Borough on the Regiment, and although it is early
days to make any definate proposals, I am sure that the
Branch and Ramsgate, would like to see a really good crowd
of Buffs attend this great event. And I have no doubt we
will be requesting Branches to come and share with us the
honour. More about this later on, when the details are
known.
Owing to our Standard Bearer having joined the 5th
Battalion, we have had to elect another bearer, and are
pleased to note that Arthur Lumbard has been persuaded
to accept this offie. I hear that he is already in trouble for
taking his kit home for Mrs. Lumbard to polish.
I should have said our Standard Bearer, Mr. H. Cook,
had joined the 5th Battalion, but I hear that he is already
on his way to that Field Marshals baton; he has just
received his lance stripe.
Sickness still takes its toll of our members. Ted Hougham
is still very seriously ill in the Sea Bathing Hospital at
Margate, Jim Blake is still in Roehampton, Jack Dixon,
Albert Langley, and several others, have had a bout of 'Flu,
Dennis Coles is a little better, also is Cyril Setterfield, both
were able to attend the February meeting. But to all the
sick we send our best wishes for better health.
We welcome home the 1st Battalion from Aden, and wish
them all a very much more enjoyable stay in Germany ;
but a well earned leave before rejoining the Battalion.
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A MESSAGE
from the Chairman
HER MAJESTY'S FORCES
SAVINGS COMMITTEE
IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY started saving, you
should try to develop the savings habit while
you are in the Services.
There are excellent facilities for saving in
all Units of the Services in every part of the
world — in fact the slogan of H.M. Forces
Savings Committee is "Wherever you serve,
you can save."
We have an excellent series of leaflets (as
illustrated above) which tell in simple lan
guage all about Forces Savings.
Why not write for a copy of the leaflet
which applies to your Service? Write to me
personally: —

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Saunders,
GCB, JCBE, MC, DFC, MM.

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee,
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7.
Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee
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AND TONIC
Since 1740 Booth's Gin has been the choice of
all those men and women who want the best.
Booth's Gin is mellow and smooth and its dis
tinctive colour reflects its mature quality.
YOU CAN'T SAY BETTER THAN BOOTH'S—THE FINEST
DRY GIN OF ALL
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Mechanical Warehousing
The press of a button and iL million packets of tea start on
their way to quenching the thirst of Service men and women
the world over. This is just one of the items handled in the
course of a year by the mechanical devices used by Naafi in its
warehouses. Since their introduction in 1952 these uptodate
methods have taken the sweat and toil out of warehousing and
enable a job to be done in minutes that would otherwise take
hours. Loading and unloading are made easy by the use of fork
lift and powered pallet trucks; roller conveyors simplify work
in the packing section. The latest in poweroperated equip
ment ensures that goods move quickly with a minimum of
handling.
By the maximum use of mechanical warehousing Naafi keeps
abreast with the best in modern industrial methods.

This

Go-ahead

NAAFI

The Official Canteen Organisation for H.M. Forces
IMPERIAL COURT, KENNINGTON LAME, LONDON, S.E.II

HUDSON'S BAY

Jamaica
Raw
Ask for it at N.A.A.F.I.

SN96

NESCAFE

Rums sold under the Hudson's
Bay label had already become
the standard of comparison in
America even before the des
truction of thePrince of Wales
fort in Hudson's Bay and
the historic escape of the
Company's supply ship, the
Prince Rupert, from a French
war-ship in 1782

The Governor and Company
of Adventurers of England
Trading into Hudson's Bay
INCORPORATED 2nd MAY 1670

Nescafe is a registered trade mark to designate NestISs instant coffee
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We are looking forward to a social evening with Sandwich
and Medway Branches, at Sandwich, on Saturday, 7th
March. And now that Canterbury are going to play off
their darts match with Margate, we shall have a darts
match to play off shortly, 1 hope.
Once again I have come to the end of these notes, so
will sign off with best wishes to All Buffs—Everywhere.
*

*

*

BEN.

Ladies' Guild
Our numbers for the February meeting were smaller than
usual, but we had an enjoyable evening for all that. After the
Chairman had dealt with the business in hand, and the
minutes had been read, we got down to the entertainment of
the evening which was dancing. Some of us—hoping against
hope—to learn a little dancing for future socials.
Sergeant Billett very kindly let us use his recordplayer,
and our Chairman, Miss Cayley demonstrated various
dances; sometimes assisted by Mrs. Lambard who evidently
has been hiding her talents at this sort of thing. Many
members joined in the "Old Tyme" and a lot of fun was had
both by the dancers, and those looking on. More evenings
like this have been asked for.
On Saturday, February 7th, the T.A. Wives' Club held
a "Tramps Supper" at Westwood Drill Hall. It was a jolly
good evening too. The Past and Present were invited and I
think altogether there were nearly a 100 tramps. What
tramps they were! Everyone entered into the spirit of the
affair and came dressed in the most wornout, dirty, and
bedraggled clothes they could find, if a real tramp had come
in we wouldn't have known, in fact he would probably have
been better dressed. He certainly could not have had more
whiskers than some of these "tramps" genuine or stuck on !
The Hall had been wonderfullly transformed with army
camouflage nets hanging round the walls and across the
ceiling, making the whole place seem much smaller and
giving the effect of bushes, there were trees arranged over
the doors and a camp fire in one corner. The whole place
was rather dim, being lit only with fairy lights and candles
in bottles, it was very well done, indeed we had fish and
chips—eaten out of newspapers!—and tea served in pint
size army mugs, everything was in keeping. During the
evening there were games and dancing, and heaps of lovely
raffle prizes. Everyone was saying how much they were
enjoying it. Many thanks to everyone at Westwood who
helped to make this such a happy evening. I will close this
month by sending the congratulations of Ramsgate Ladies'
Guild to R.S.M. Green and Mrs. Green at Westwood, on
the birth of their daughter.
J.E.F.
*

*

*

SouthEast Dorset Branch
Our February Meeting opened on a somewhat sad note
which was the report by our Secretary that yet another
small band of Buffs in this area had died very suddenly on
Tuesday, 17th February, 1959; namely Mr. E. R. Hale,
popularly known as "Trunkey".
The Branch sent a wreath and at the service at All Saints',
Portland and at the funeral, the Branch was represented by
our President, Major H. B. Shorter, and Secretary, Mr. G.
Saunders, and tow Members, Messrs. Hudgell and Dasher
Hart.
Although only a few members attended the meeting some
lively discussion took place on future events, such as a
possible coach trip to one of the Branches, another Ladies
Night, etc. Our President brought his Dragon and read out
the Notice of the award of the B.E.M. to our dear old friend
and Regimental Tailor, Alf Argrave, A most fitting award
and so well deserved,

The annual Balance Sheet of the Branch Accounts was
read and we came out about square. A vote of thanks was
accorded to our Secretary/Treasurer—George Saunders—
who does such a lot to save the Branch from disintegrating.
The West Country Buffs Lunch arranged for 25th April
was discussed and from our small attendance, three certain
starters gave their names. The Branch Secretary will cir
culate all other members so we hope to be well represented
—which I am sure will delight Major Tuke.
Spring is in the air and it has been delightful in the
southwest of England, particularly in Weymouth, for the
whole of February—no rain whatsoever—a record for
February in the Town since records began as was the hours
of sunshine. A holiday tip for you Buffs upCountry.
H.B.S.
*

*

*

Dover Branch
February's meeting took place in the Drill Hall, Liverpool
Street, on Thursday, the 12th.
Our Chairman, Mr. T. Noaks presided supported by Mr.
R. Smith (Hon. Sec.), Mr, J. Deal (Treasurer), Mr. C. Hare
(ViceChairman), Messrs. West, Preston, Martin, Johncock,
Ross, Marsh, Gavin, Dyer and Loram.
We are very sad to have to report the death of a very old
member of the Branch, Mr. Blundell ("Bluey") of Lydden.
Sorry to say that we had no news of his illness so it was
rather a shock to us. Our deepest sympathy goes to his
relatives. (Old 2nd Battalion Salonika).
Pongo Meakin is still away poorly, we hope to have some
news of him soon. 'Flu has caught us down here as every
where else and this alone counted for a few absentees from
the meeting.
Everything is set for our social evening at the invitation of
Ashford Branch.
We have heard since the meeting that they managed to
beat London in the Darts Competition, and being drawn
against us in the next round would like to play it off on this
Social Evening. Couldn't be better so news of this in our
next month's notes.
What a dirty trick played on the Branch with respect to
our Dart Board. Quite a new one and kept in the case at our
last meeting place. (No names please).
What does our Secretary get, but one that was possibly
rescued from salvage. Sad but it looks as if we have lost
our nice new board and we don't thank our late host.
Cocker Loram has started keeping a Diary and just for
bus times and dates. By the way the Diary happens to be
the back of an old envelope so if he loses that it is possible
he will miss the 'bus for the 7th (Not likely).
Cheerio!
SACCO.

DART MATCH V SANDWICH

The Branch played this match at Sandwich on Saturday,
7th February, 1959. The Secretary had worked very hard
posting all members of the event and as a result of the
response notified the Chairman that a 32 seater was necessary.
Rather a shock to us all to find that on the night in question
only 13 turned up and this included 4 ladies, Mrs. Noakes,
Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Smissons and Mrs. Marsh.
Of the members we had were Messrs. Noakes, Smith,
Martin, Marsh, Saunders, Dyer, Gavin, Banks, Hawkins,
so we were just able to pick a team. To all those that sup
ported the Branch, I say thank you, jolly good show.
I would point out that for a long time Dover Branch have
advocated that the InterBranch Cup could be played all in
one evening at Headquarters and I am practically sure that
nearly every Branch would enter and attend that one night,
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Here we are at the moment stuck with the expense of 18
seats out of Branch Funds (which we cannot afford), and
this can quite easily happen in the next round if we are
drawn away. Of course it will mean that in this case rather
than run into debt we should have to withdraw which would
be such a pity.
Let me now thank Sandwich Branch for a very nice
evening. Major F. W. Tomlinson the Chairman was there
to meet us small in numbers as we were. Luck favoured the
Branch on winning 2 games to 1, both had their chances.
We thank Sandwich for their wishes, if keenness helps, well
then we have a chance. An enjoyable game of Tombola
passed away an hour. The four Dover Ladies defeated the
Sandwich Ladies at Darts, and eight players from Sandwich
managed to win the Gallon of Beer. What a pity that the
music box was not produced earlier, our Sandwich friend
could play some.
*

*

*

Sandwich Branch
On Saturday, January 31st, about 25 members and ladies
of the Branch, at the invitation of the Ramsgate Buffs,
Ladies' Guild, spent a very enjoyable evening at their New
Year's Party, held at Willson's Road Drill Hall. We were
very pleased to meet members of the Canterbury Branch
and Ladies' Guild presents, and great fun was had in the
various competitions. During the evening presentations
were made to the Chairmen of the Ramsgate Branch and
Ladies' Guild, who were both celebrating their birthdays
that day, there was plenty of amusement when their gifts
were opened, this followed with Happy Birthday, and an
Iced Cake was cut and served. Although there were about
100 present there were refreshments enough to feed a
Battalion. Thank you ladies for a very nice evening.
The General Monthly Meeting was held at the Drill Hall
on Wednesday, February 4th, 1959, at 8 p.m. ViceChairman
Mr. A. Ledner presided and 10 members were present. The
meeting opened with the usual moment's silence and the
Chairman asked that they give a special thought for our
member Mr. W. Kemp (Jumbo), who was very ill and who
had just recently lost his wife. A letter of sympathy had been
sent on behalf of the Branch.
The minutes of the last monthly meeting having been read,
apologies were received from: Major F. W. Tomlinsoxi,
Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart, Mr. N. Goodfellow, Mr. H. Sear
brough, Mr. J. Field and C.S.M. Lillicrap. Correspondence
included a letter from the Dover Branch with reference to
their visit on Saturday, January 7th, for their match with us
in the second round of the competition.
In notes received from the Chairman, with reference to the
progress of our arrangements for the Dedication of our
Standard on April 5th, it was most gratifying to note that
the Colonel of the Regiment would be able to be present.
We were also very fortunate in having obtained permission
for the Royal Marines Band from Deal. Our preacher
will be the Revd. Phillips, M.C., of Faversham.
Our Dart match with Dover was played off at the Drill
Hall, on Saturday, February 7th, the Dover Branch winning
by two games to one. The play was very even throughout
the match, and several "one tons" were scored on both
sides, the best score of the evening was by a Dover player
with 123. This put us a little behind but alas, having picked
up again, it was that fatal double in the last two games that
cost us the match. However, as usual we won the gallon of
beer and the Sandwich ladies were successful in winning
their game. Several games of Tombola were played and
although a little too late in the evening, Mr. Burham,
accompanied by Mr. C. Willis, provided a little music which
was very much enjoyed, and a very pleasant evening came
came to a close about 11.15 p.m. Congratulations, Dover,
on your win, and the best of luck in your next round.

Ashford Branch
Our Monthly Meeting was held on the 7th March, at the
Drill Hall, 28 members attending. Our President, Major
Bompas and VicePresident were unable to attend, owing to
sickness in the family.
The minutes were read and signed.
Correspondence was read and discussed, This included
an invitation to attend the Sandwich Standard Dedication
Service, on the 5th April. We are taking along a party of
twenty, twelve of these will be on parade. Hoping for some
nice weather.
It is with regret that we have lost our oldest member,
Mr. W. Mankelow, who passed away on the 12th February,
1959, after a short illness. All members stood in silence to
the memory of this member. A party attended the funeral,
and a floral tribute was sent. "Bill" Mankelow was a past
Chairman of the Branch, he also served as Treasurer, and
on the Committee for several years. To his wife and family
we extend our sincerest sympathy.
A vote of thanks was given to the ladies, namely Mrs.
Coleman, Mrs. Mills (senior), Mrs. Mills (junior) and Mrs.
Skinner, for supplying refreshments for this meeting.
The meeting closed as the Dover Branch arrived for a
social evening, and to battle out the semifinal of the Dart
Competition. After a general welcome all round, the darts
were started. There was nothing of great importance
regarding the scores, which were even throughout the first
game. A. Mills was left with sixty and brought this down to
double ten. Dover were nearly with us then, but G. Skinner
found double ten, to give us the first game, (What a captain)!
The second game followed in much the same style, although
our scoring was better, and with average scores, we were
soon down to double four, for B. Vant to do the necessary,
and so we are through to the final, the first time ever. We
now look forward to May 9th, for the game against the
winners of the Ramsgate v Margate Branch, to be played at
Canterbury.
We were honoured to have with us, The Colonel of the
Regiment, MajorGen. V. Boucher, with his wife, also Col.
Argles and his wife. We do hope they enjoyed their visit.
The raffle was made and thanks must be given to Mr.
Mills and Mr. Skinner for the basket of fruit, to Mrs.
Mills (senior) for the sweets, and to Mr. and Mrs. A. C.
Mills, for the Easter Egg and linen covers. The first prize was
not claimed. The Easter Egg was won by Mrs. Boucher,
3rd prize to Mr. Filmer (Ashford), 4th to Mrs. Janes
(Ashford), 5th to Mrs. Hare (Dover). The first prize not
being claimed it was drawn again, and our honoured guest,
Major Gen. Boucher was the winner. This caused a
friendly stir. MajorGen. Boucher handed the Basket of
Fruit to our Secretary, asking him to deliver it to the local
hospital. This was complied with, and it has been given to
the patients of the men's medical ward, at Ashford hospital.
Thank you very much sir.
Refreshments were had, and this followed with Tombola.
Our ladies' and Dover ladies' did battle on the dart
board, with several stray shots hitting the lamp (Mrs. Mills)
and a few more elsewhere. Ashford beat Dover by two
games to nil.
All too soon, time for departure arrived. Thanks Dover,
for a jolly good evening.
What No Beer!
Thanks to our barmen, C. C. M. White, C/Sgt. Wraight
and his sister, of the 4th Battalion,
A.CM.
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Banking facilities
for Warrant Officers and
Senior N.C.O.'s

n
8
^

F YOU decide to receive your pay by cheque you may

I'

need to open a banking account of your own.

Lloyds Bank through Cox's & King's branch, Pall

X

Mall, has a long tradition of service to the Armed Forces.

X

service to Warrant Officers and Senior N.C.O.'s at any of

^

our 1770 branches.

We should be glad of the opportunity to extend our
£

If you become a customer of Lloyds Bank you will have
a personal banking account which gives you a full banking
service at a modest cost. You will be able to keep your
money affairs in good order. You will have the full use of a
cheque book and you will have a wide range of specialist
services at your disposal should you desire to use them.

X
X
X

I

The staff at any of our branches will be glad to answer
your questions and to welcome you as a new customer.

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED
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If YOU have a friend who served in The Buffs and who
is not a Member of the Past and Present Association, please
enlist him without delay and make him a subscriber to "The
Dragon".

Regimental Ties 12/ each and Motor Car Badges £1 7s. 6d.
each may be obtained from:—

#
*

»

*

The Secretary
Past and Present Association The Buffs
Depot The Buffs
Canterbury
&

«

«
*
#


*

»

*
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We ask for Your Support and that of your Friends.

*
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BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS

The Badge of your Regiment
GARRARD & CO. LTD.

KNOWN IN KENT
SINCE WATERLOO

(formerly The Goldsmiths &
Silversmiths Company Ltd,) have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

VYE*SON
L I M I T E D

The Buffs
Gold and Enamel
Home £7 0 0
Export £6 2 6

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

TO SUIT
ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY
4 ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
CANTERBURY

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers

Telephone: Canterbury 2543

formerly

THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i

Ask for free booklet "Profitable
Investment"—without obligation
of course

TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021

ASSETS £28.000,000
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J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
IMPORTERS AND BOTTLERS OF FINE WINES
FOR OVER 150 YEARS

By Appointment

To H.M. Queen Elizabeth II
Wine Merchants

LONDON

21 CLEMENTS LANE,

E.C.4

T e l e p h o n e : MANsion H o u s e , 53 01 (2 lines) & 7 0 9 7

FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE, KENT

78 HIGH STREET
T e l e p h o n e : 66 3 0 1

Delivery by our own vans in London, Folkestone,
Hythe, and many parts of the Home Counties.

FOffRCURKS

Have YOU —
a Printing Problem ?
then Solve it by ringing

FRESH FROM THE
GARDEN OF
ENGLAND

CANTERBURY  2107

or by visiting the offices of

GIBBS & SONS
s
Delicious Foods from
Foster Clark's of Maidstone, Kent, include:
CANNED FRUIT & VEGETABLES.
CUSTARD, BLANCMANGE, JELLIES,
BAKED BEANS, PACKET SOUPS

16

ORANGE STREET
CANTERBURY
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