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August, 1959

CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE MAYFAIR

TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l.
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand

in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

Castings for Industry

PLEASE ENLIST

Well-known In the shipbuilding,

A

NEW SUBSCRIBER

aircraft and other industries, STONE'S
castings are also supplied to general

TO "THE DRAGON

engineering firms — for whom an

19

excellent service exists. Castings of
all descriptions — in brass, bronze,

Originally Established 1896

and aluminium and magnesium alloys

Telephone 2785

— are produced under laboratory

FRANK J. SANGERS

control, with full machining facilities

(EX BUFF)

available If required.

English Butcher and Poulterer
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

Regular and prompt deliveries in this area
Purveyor of English Poultry only

114 NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY
[iil

Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD. S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

THE BUFFS (Royal Fast Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B.% C.B.E.

LIE UTENANTCOLONELS

Lewis, P. J. (Supernumpry)
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. ..
Dendy, R. H

CAPTAINS—continued

O.C., Int. Corps Centre.
Leave.
O.C., 1st Bn.

Yates, G. H. A.
Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B„ M.C. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Court, D. N
Nash, J. P
Uiffe, R. O., M.B.E....
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R.
Dent, J. E
MacDonald, E. W. ...
Semmence, R. G. H,
Squire, S. J., M.B.E.
Willows, D. A.
Thorneycroft, F. E. ...
Peckham, A. D.
Wilson, P. F/. D.F.C.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.

Lees, H. D
Grugeon, J. D.
West, C. T. F.
Ward, M. W
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
Tennent,
H. C. L. ...
MAJORS
Davison, J. H.
H.Q., 50 Jndep. Inf. Bde.
Baker, R. W. M.
...
H.Q., Landenmark, Copenhagen.
Edgecombe, G. J. B.
D.A.Q.M.G.(Maint.) Eastern Command Lunn, J. M
H.Q. 6 Inf. Bde. Gp.
G.S.O.2 (Ops), H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
O.C., Depot.
4th Bn.
Lea, R.
Leave
Shephard, J. N.
Ghana Regt.
Williams, R. T. P.
2 Royal Malay Regt.
Reid, J. D. W.
5th Bn.
Dewar, C. M. C.
Ghana Mil. Forces.
White, J. J. ...
1st Bn.
Boucher, S. M.
G.S.O.2, Nigeria Mil. Forces.
Cole,
P. E. ...
3 Royal Malay Regt.
B.M., 125 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
10 Para. Bn. (T.A.).
1st Bn.
Depot.
Army Air Corps.
Tarver, H. N.
1st Bn.
Mons O.C.S.

French, B. G. J,
Griffin, C. J
StratfordTuke, R. A. F.

Depot. H.C.B. Coy
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Adjt., 1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
H.Q., MidWest Dist.
1st Bn.
R.A.F., Middle Walloy.
Adjt., Depot.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

LIEUTENANTS

22 S.A.S.
Depot.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
... 1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS

CAPTAINS

Watts, E. H. F., M.B.E.
Kille, W. E., M.B.E....
Catt, A. H
Ransley, E. J., M.C....

...
...
...
...

Maj., Depot.
Maj., 4th Bn.
Capt., 1st Bn.
Maj., 5th Bn.

ATTACHED TO 1ST BATTALION
CHAPLAIN:
MEDICAL OFFICER: Lieutenant J. T. Ireland, R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER: Major C. W. Brooke, R.A.P.C.

Short Service Commissions
MAJORS

Ford, E. N., M.C.
Carey, R., M.C.
Elliott. N. ...
Butcher, D. A. T.

O. i/c Records, Exeter.
Leave U.K.
Staff Capt. "Q", H.Q. Land Forces
Persian Gulf.
Nigeria Mil. Forces

LIEUTENANTS

Hodges, J. D., M.C....
Bois, H.
BurnsThomson, N. F.

... Leave U.K.
... 1st Bn.
... Ghana Mil. Forces
QUARTERMASTERS

CAPTAINS

Fakley, J. F.

rTcT^ xr „
P.S.O., H.C.B.

Stone, J. H., Major
Faulkner, G. T., Capt.
...
Shilling, W. G., B.E.M., Lieut,
Rose, J. R., Lieut,
 Extended Service Officer

B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
B.A.O.R.
4th Bn.

National Service Officers
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Griffiths, K. M.
ParryJones, O. J. C.
Lewis, R. C. ...

... 1st Bn,
... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS—continued

Gilchrist, A. D. B. ...
Cope, R. H
Gardener, E. A. J. ...

[iW

... 1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.
... att. Para. Regt.

4th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., D.L.,J.P., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
CAPTAINS—continued
Howland, N. M.
White, C.
Winch, A. G. W., D.F.C.
Auld, C. W.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
MAJORS

Worts, J. B., M.C.
(Training Major)
Tilleard, J., T.D.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
Usher, J. A.
Medlicott, J. P.
Jarman, R.

LIEUTENANTS

Arnold, P. H.
Oliver, C. P.
Morlock, P. J.
Sayer, C. H.
Smallwood, P. J. C.
Brice, E. St. J.
Redfern, A. J.

CAPTAINS

Scott, A. J.
Johnson, R. F.

LIEUTENANTS—continued
Johnson, B. D. G.
Hills, A. M.
Daniel, O. R., A/Capt.
Wallace, W. R. D.
Neame, C. R. B.
Hardv, J. E.
Wells, N. S.
Cook, C. P.
Griffiths, W. G.

N.S. LIST
LIEUTENANTS

Whelan, P. M.
Boyle, C. P.

' Q U ARTERMASTER

Rose,"J. R., Lieut.
MEDICAL OFFICER

Cassidi, F. P., Major
R.A.M.C.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Browne, P. S.
5th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL

Col. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M.C., J.P., Ashurst Park, Tunbridge Wells.
CAPTAINS

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Baddeley, W. D.
Daisy, L. H. W.
Crowdy, R. E. L.
Wright, R. P.
Calvert, J. O. P.
Semmence, D. H.

GardnerThorpe, R. L., T.D.
MAJORS

Cobb, F. D. C., T.D. (2 I.C.)
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
(Training Major)
Neville, F. G., M.C., T.D.
Martin, F. H., T.D.
Robinson, C. R.
Balding, C. E. E.
Tuppen, R. C. G.
Morgan, R. J. S., M.C.

LIEUTENANTS

Quick, J. K.
Turner, G. P., A/Capt.
Moulton, J. S., A/Capt.
Freebairn, R. G.
Proctor, A. D. M.
Evans, P. V.

LIEUTE NANTS—continued

LIEUTENANTS—continued

Morris, D. H. F.
York. A. G.
Cathery, A. J.

Plunkett, H. D.
Hollies, R. J.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Garnsey, G.
Dineley, G.
Court, C. G.
Gower, C. M.
N.S. LIST

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Catton, J. B.

QUARTERMASTER

Ransley, E. J., M.C., Major

LIEUTENANTS

MEDICAL OFFICER

Duckworth, M. W.
Mason, A. H.
Knight, D. C.
Gillett, S.

Staff and Command
Brig. R. F. Parry, M.C. ..
MajorGeneral R. W.
Col. J. G. Atkinson, O.B.E.
Craddock, C.B., C.B.E.
D.S.O
D.M.O. War Office
Cot. H. P. Williams, O.B.E.
Brig. F. W. B. Parry, C.B.E.,
Deputy Comdr. Home Counties Dist.
Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E.,
A.DC

Talty, S. K., Lieut., R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER

Joshua, D. W., Lieut., R.A.P.C
Deputy Comdr. Salisbury Plain Dist.
Chief of Staff (Col.) Federation Army.
Malaya.
Col. A/Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Brigade Colonel H.C.B.

TERRITORIAL ARMY

Col. G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., J.P. (Training Colonel 133 Inf. Bde.) (T.A.)
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
W.O.I (R.S.M.) Hannaway, R. G.
W.O. I (B./M.) Sharpe, T. L.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Webb, C. R.
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Day, S. J.
W.O.II Ellis, D. T.
W.O.II Floyd, P. J.*
W.O.II Mannering, D. C.
W.O.II Lyons, B. J.
W.O.II Colyer, A.
W.O.II Mills, D. A.
W.O.II Bryant, A. E.
C/Sgt. CliftonSprigg, H.
C/Sgt. Larkin, F.
C/Sgt. (D.M5 Simmonds, R. V.
C/Sgt. Vaughan, F.
C/Sgt. Adlam, R. J.

CISgt. Stokes, T. G. D.
C/Sgt. Stoakes, A. D. R.
C/Sgt. Cribben, R J.
C/Sgt. Kay, M.
Sgt. Histed. W. A.
Sgt. Page, A.
Sgt. WagstafF, A.
Sgt. Parker, E.
Sgt. Pooley, L.
Sgt. Munns, R.
Sgt. Winter, A.
Sgt. Wright, J.
Sgt. Hansen, T.
Sgt. Yuill, N.
Sgt. Haylett, R.
Sgt. Rodmell, F.

W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Sharman, R.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Kennard, C.
W.O.II (C.S,.M.) Champion, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Newman, P.
C.Q.M.S. Smith A. .

C.Q.M.S. Diamond, R.
C.Q.M.S. Miller, C.
Sgt. Chinnery, J. A.
Sgt. Naylor, D.
Sgt. Parker, B.

PERMANENT STAFF

W.O. I (R.S.M.) Fairbanks, D.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Denny, F.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Gaskill, I. D.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Harris, F.
Sgt. Porter, J.
Sgt. Wood, R. J.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Harwood, E.
W.O.II (C.S.M. White, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Antrichan. G.

1st Battalion
Sgt. Bird, N.
Sgt. Lockwood, A.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Marsh, P.
Sgt. Williams, H.
Sgt. Adams, S.
Sgt. Athawos, H.
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Wood, G.
Sgt. Underhill J
Sgt. Coles, G.
Sgt. Speaight, P
Sgt. Kelly, F.
Sgt.'McNeill, G.
Sgt. Marks, J.
Sgt. Barrell, J.
Depot The Buffs
Sgt. Athawes, H
Sgt. Parker, S. E.
Sgt. Coombs, A.
Sgt. Jephcott, J.

4th Battalion (T.A.)
Sgt. Hall, Y.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Williams, E.
Sgt. Scott, G.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Percival, F.
Sgt. Cope, H.
C/Sgt. Trinkwon, A.
Sgt. Hazzard, E.
C/Sgt. Chidwick, E.
Sgt. Hunt, E.
C/Sgt. Wraight, S.
Sgt. Drury, F.
C/Sgt. Cole, L.
Sgt. Smith, C.
Sgt. Babbage, W.
Sgt. Noyes, H.
Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. Feaver, B.
Sgt. Allen, A.
Sgt. Jones, K.
Sgt. Cowles, P.
Sgt. Cherry, D.
Sgt. Smith, W.
Sgt. Packham, J.
Sgt. Housden, A.
Sgt. Eccles, A.
Set. Ellis, A.

ATTACHED

W.O.II Clay, A.S., 2?.E.M.(R.A.P.C.
W.O.II McCormick. S. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Gould, F. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Wallace, J. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Smith, J. (R.A.O.C.)
Sgt. Thompson, A. (R.A.E.C.)
S/I Norwood, G. (A.P.T.C.)
S/Sgt. Lumbard, J. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Arnold, J. (R.E.M.E.)

ATTACHED

S.S.I. Lett, P. (A.P.T.C.)
Sgt. Perry, A. C. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Lister, P. (R.A.P.C.)

Sgt. Waller, R. B.
Sgt. (D./M.) Pattenden, R.
Sgt. Gardner, A.
Sgt.. George, R.
Sgt. Bassett, C.
Sgt. Thompson, R.
Sgt. Shuman, J.
Sgt. Roberts, B.
Sgt. Collins, A. A.
A TTAPHBn
Sgt. Saunders, H. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Castle, G. (R.A.M.C.)
Sgt. Chambers, G. (A.C.C.)

PERMANENT STAFF
W.O. J. (R.S.M.) Green, F. J.

W.O.II Jephcott, H.
W.O.II Johns, P.
Sgt. Edwards, T. C.
Sgt. Streeter, E.
Sgt. Billett, S. W.
Sgt. Noy, A.

TERRITORIAL ARMY

W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Simpson, B.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Rogers, W.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Lillicrap, S.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Gabriel, J.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Ballard, G.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Dunstall, A.

5th Battalion (T.A.)
W.O. II (C.S.M.) Hurlow, R
Sgt. Bradford, R.
W.O.II Sinclair, L.
Sgt. Cozens, L.
C/Sgt. Bond, E.
Sgt. Dennis, R.
C/Sgt. Giles, J.
Sgt. Turner, E.
C/Sgt. Port, H.
Sgt. Smith, S.
C/Sgt. Winter, F.
Sgt. Kinnear, P.
C/Sgt. Daisy, L.
Sgt. Ashby, G.
C/Sgt. Sayers, F.
Sgt. Kennett, A.
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Morsman. W.
Sgt. Stockdale, J.
Sgt. Philpott, T.
Sgt. Christian, W.
Sgt. Mauger, C.
Sgt. Overton, H
Sgt. Cummins, P.
Sgt. Pottle, A.
Sgt. Dennis, P.
Sgt. Joiner, W.
Sgt. Erridge, D.
Sgt. Mirams, D.
Sgt. Barker, W.
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Todd, H.
Sgt. Isaacs, A.

Sgt. Burton, A.
Sgt. Cooper, E.
Sgt. Johnson, B.
Sgt. Whittall, S.
Sgt. Joy, H.
Sgt. Laird, G.
Sgt. (D.M.) Hill, J., B.E.M.
Sgt. Saffery, D.
Sgt. Cole, C.
Sgt. Carty, H.
ATTAPUIfn
W.O.II Austin, A. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Collins, D. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. King, C. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Turner, R. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Ingmire,G. (R.A.M.C.)

Regimental Appointments
Chairman: Regimental Committee
jBrig. F. W. B. Parry, C.B.E., A.D.C.
Executive Committee
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
Curator: Regimental Museum
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs)
Executive Committee
jLieut.Col. E. V. Argles
Editor: The Dragon
Battalion Addresses
1st Battalion, British Forces Post Office 20
4th Battalion (T.A.), Leros T.A. Centre, Sturry Road, Canterbury
5th Battalion (T.A.), T.A. Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs

Future Events
1959
Aug. 2930.
Oct.

3.
10.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 17IH
JULY; 1959
INFANTRY

BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY, AUTUMN
MEETING, RYE.

REGULAR ARMY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

4TH BATTALION (193945) REUNION
DINNER. COUNTY HOTEL 7.15 P.M.

(S) BATTALION DINNER, TALBOT
RESTAURANT, LONDON. TICKETS FROM
MR. R. W. BILLINGS, 14 HORNFAIR ROAD,
LONDON, S.E.7.
16. OFFICERS' REGIMENTAL DINNER, CON
NAUGHT ROOMS.
31. REGIMENTAL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES
10.15 A.M.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING, 3.15 P.M.
1 /4TH BUFFS (19141919) REUNION DINNER
AT COUNTY HOTEL, CANTERBURY. Fur

THE BUFFS.—Capt. D. A. T. Butcher (207693) to be Maj.,
9th May, 1959.

6TH

ther details will be announced later.
Nov. 7. RAMSGATE BRANCH DINNER.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. C. W. Auld (459632) to be Capt., 7th

June, 1959.

Lt. A. G. W. Winch, D.F.C. (459739) to be Capt., 7th
June, 1959.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 28TH
JULY, 1959
INFANTRY
REGULAR ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. J. M. Lunn (430370) to be Capt., 31st

July, 1959.

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY,
31ST JULY, 1959
INFANTRY
REGULAR ARMY

Regimental Gazette
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 7TH
JULY, 1959
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—Lt. D. H. Semmence (459631) to be Capt.,

1st May, 1959.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. N. F. BurnsThomson (454648) to

be Lieut., 23rd July, 1959.

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
THE BUFFS.—Lt.Col. G. H. Mount, T.D. (35459), having

exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of
Offrs., 5th Aug., 1959, retaining the rank of Lt.Col.
[vl

The Past and Present Association
Heaiquarters: DEPOT. THE BUFFS
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER F. W. B. PARRY, C.B.E., A.D.C.

Secretary: LIEUT.COL. E. V. ARGLES.

BRANCHES
1. ASHFORD

Chairman
Mr. A. Mills

2. LONDON

Mr. L. King

3. DOVBR

Mr. T. Noakes

4.

Lt.Col. J. E. Clarke, M.B.I

Branch

WEALD

5. MEDWAY

Mr. F. J. Cox

6. SITTINGBOURNE

Col. D. J. Dean,

7.

Mr. A. J. Bingham

RAMSGATE

8. MARGATE

V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P.

Major W. T. Jarman

— HYTHE
9. CANTERBURY

Mr. R. Barham

10. HERNE BAY

Mr. F. Marsh

11.

Mr. W. Brunger

FOLKESTONE

12. SANDWICH

Major F. W. Tomlinson

— FAVERSHAM
13. BRIGHTON

Capt. M. de J. Creswick

14.

Major W. M. Iversen,

DBNMARK

15. SOUTHEAST
DORSET

K.D.. M.V.O.

Major C. W. Warren

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall,
Newtown Road, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, The Prince
Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, 7.45 p.m.
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday in
each month, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road, Third Saturday in each month, British Legion
Club, Southill Barracks, Chatham.
Rochester.
7.30 p.m.
First
Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Mr. J. Read, 3 Murston Road, Sittingbourne
Crown Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. J. R. Hogben, 189 St. Luke's Avenue, Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Ramsgate
Major R. C. G. Tuppen, 112 Dane Valley Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Victoria Road, 8 p.m.
Road, Margate
In abeyance.
Major H. E. Chambers, 59 Hillside Avenue, Fourth Friday in each month, Leros T.A.
Centre, Sturry Road, 8 p.m.
Canterbury
Canterbury 5118
Second Monday in each month, British
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Bay
Second Friday in each month, T.A.
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent
Drill Hall, Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
Folkestone.
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich. First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
In abeyance.
Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherfield Crescent, Third Monday in each month. R.E. Record
Social Club, The College, Ditchling Road,
Brighton.
Brighton, 8 p.m.
Mr. P. BERENDT, Ostergade 22, Copen First Tuesday in months October—May, Res.
taurant Josty, Pile A116 14A, Copenhagen.
hagen K.
Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham, Third Thursday in each month, Wyke Hotel *
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m.
Weymouth.
Secretary
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House 
Godfrey Walk, Ashford, Kent.
Mr. H.J. Scott, 1A Farnan Road, Streatham
London, S.W.16
Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue,
Dover.
Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.

The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1.
Annual Membership: Officers 5/. Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/.

LADIES' GUILD
President: MRS. V. BOUCHER
1. LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. M. E. Odell

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3.

Mrs. Coote

Branch

FOLKESTONE

4. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

. SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

< CANTERBURY

Mrs. E.<s> V. Argles.

/. RAMSOATE

Miss M. Cayley

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, The Queen's
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Editorial

E have appreciated receiving a number of
complimentary messages that in spite of
the printing dispute The Dragon appeared
last month, though abbreviated. We have to thank
our printers, who, under the handicap of staff
difficulties, cheerfully undertook the binding and
distribution as usual.
*

*

Our thanks again to the Commandant Royal
Marines, Deal, for allowing the trumpeters and
buglers to combine with our band to make what
at least one old Buff described as a service in the
Cathedral fit for a Royal occasion. The Rev.
John Bickersteth, himself a young Buff, gave one
of the best addresses we have heard at this annual
Remembrance. At the reunion in the afternoon
there seemed to be more than ever. The sands of
time are running out before Amalgamation, but
these reunions of Buffs will, we hope, remain with
us. Veteri Frondescit Honore.
*

*

*

As usual in September, your Editor has been
granted leave of absence, and once again he and
his wife will be southward bound. The offices of
The Dragon and the Past and Present Association
will be left in capable hands.

*

*

We are grateful to the Editor of the Kentish
Express for the use of the block which appears
opposite; and shows the band playing at St.
Lawrence Ground during Canterbury Cricket
Week.

*

It is many years since the Canterbury Cricket
Week had such perfect weather. Except for the
first day, when it was dull and cold, the sun shone
as it has done during this lovely summer. It was a
great pity that Kent disappointed us in their
cricket. We shall remember, however, some fine
individual performances on both sides, and anyway,
how many in The Buffs tent care as long as they
meet old friends!

*

Mrs. D. Joy has been elected Hon. Secretary of
the Ramsgate Branch Ladies' Guild, in succession
to Mrs. J. Fuller.

C

Personalia

ONGRATULATIONS to Lieut.Col. R. H.
Dendy on promotion and on assuming com
mand of the 1st Battalion. Also to Captain
D. A. T. Butcher on promotion to Field rank.
Also to Captain J. M. Lunn on Substantive rank.
Congratulations also to Lieutenants P. E. Cole
and N. F. BurnsThomson on their second stars.
Lieut.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann has retired and is
on leave at Dover with his family. In October he
becomes Chief Recruiting Officer, Western Com
mand.
*

*

*

Those who knew him in the old days will have
been sorry to read of the death recently of Sir
Charles Innes. As Governor of Burma, he pre
sented new Colours to the 1st Battalion on the 7th
January, 1932 at Rangoon.
*

*

*

R.S.M. and Mrs. White have left for Nairobi
where R.S.M. White has been appointed for duty.
We said goodbye to them with many regrets. They
have both given us so much help on our Regimental
occasions and in Garrison welfare, that they will
be greatly missed. Our best wishes to them for a
happy time. At the Remembrance Day parade,
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the Colonel of the Regiment presented R.S.M.
White with the Meritorious Service Medal.
Brigadier J. F. Connolly is taking up an appoint
ment as Personnel Manager to Vaux Brewery in
Sunderland at the end of the month.
Brigadier and Mrs. M. P. D. Dewar have moved
into their new home, Further Down, Westfield,
Battle, Sussex.
*

*

*

We offer our sympathy to Mrs. Richard Raven
hill on the death of her father in Kenya.

Obituary
LIEUT.COL. JOHN CROOKENDEN, D.s.o.,
LEGION D' HOUNEUR.
b. 9th April, 1882; d. 25th July, 1959
E referred briefly last month to the death of
Lieut.Col. John Crookenden. We publish
now, appreciations from friends who served
with him in the Regiment. He served also in the
Nigeria Regiment in JWest Africa, commanding
the 1st Battalion of that Regiment in 1923. During
World War II, he served with the Royal Pioneer
Corps. On his leaving the Corps during the War,
under the age rule, he became Head Warden of
his village, Barham. He was President of the
Dover Branch, Past and Present Association, The
Buffs. Cremation took place at Barham, and was
attended by many of his friends, including Briga
diers, F. W. B. Parry (also representing The
Colonel of the Regiment) and Mrs. Parry, E.
Foster Hall, J. F. Connolly, M. P. D. Dewar and
Mrs. Dewar, Colonels, C. R. Tuff, E. F. D.
Strettell (also representing R.P.C.), Lieut.Cols.,
R. S. I. Friend and Mrs. Friend, H. S. Knocker,
L. H. Cremer and Mrs. Cremer, E. Hudson Allen
(also representing Brigadier J. F. Whitacre Allen),
F. Howard Smith and Mrs. Howard Smith, G. R.
Howe, N. S. Hart and Mrs. Hart, A. ffrench Blake,
J. R. Willows, E. V. Argles (Past and Present
Association) (also representing Lieut.Col. J. E.
King) and Mrs. Argles, Majors E. G. Cox, R.
Tuke, J. B. Worts, F. W. Tomlinson, H, J. Martin,
W. G. Blaxland, E. J. Ransley, G. Chapman,
Captains L. P. Causton, N. G. Wale, J. M. Lunn,
Mrs. H. R. Grace (also representing Colonel
Grace).

W

J.G.N, writes:—
To me, as to so many others of all ranks of The
Buffs, the news of Colonel John Crookenden's
death on the 25th July, came as a very sad blow,
and as a great personal loss. "J.C.", as he was
affectionately known throughout the Regiemnt,
was first commissioned in 1901 and belonged to
that select but ever dwindling body of officers and
men who saw service in the South African War.
Of those early days, I am naturally unable to
speak; but I do know how much his life and
interests were bound up in the Regiment from then
until his death nearly 60 years later.
My personal association with "J.C." began in
1928, when he took over command of the 2nd
Battalion at Blenheim Barracks, Aldershot. Not
long afterwards he did me the great honour of
selecting me to be his Adjutant, in succession to
Captain (as he then was) Foster Hall, whose tenure
had expired, and from that time there developed
a deep understanding and friendship between us,
that has been one of the happiest memories of my
Regimental life. And so it was with so many of
us of my and earlier generations, for no one could
fail to appreciate and respond to "J.C.'s" great
qualities of leadership, his forthrightness and sense
of fairness, and his determination to make the
Battalion the most efficient in the army. To this
was added a real warmth and kindness of character
and a nice sense of humour, so that the Battalion
became not only "the best unit in the Command"
(as the CommanderinChief reported when it left
Aldershot for .Shorncliffe), but one of the happiest
as well. And here I would wish to pay tribute to
the, tremendously important part that Mrs.
Crookenden played in helping to bring all this
about by her sympathetic handling of the countless
problems and responsibilities that fall to a Com
manding Officer's wife; Very many Buffs and their
families, both from Aldershot days and later, will
remember with gratitude her kindness and help
on so many occasions, and will wish to join with
me in extending our very heartfelt sympathy to her
at this time.
Looking back to "J.C.'s" period of command,
what are the more outstanding memories of events
and achievements? Not in any particular order
of importance, my thoughts go to the Presentation
of New Colours to the 2nd Battalion, by the Lord
Mayor of London on the parade ground of the
H.A.C., to the preliminary march through the
City with "drums beating, bayonets fixed and
colours flying" in exercise of the Regiment's ancient
privilege, and to the high standard of ceremonial
drill that marked this occasion. Then there was
the performance by the 2nd Battalion of the Public
Duties in London during the summer of 1931, an
honour that had not previously fallen to the
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Regiment. Memory goes instinctively also to the
high standard of marching and shooting achieved
by the 2nd Battalion in those days—one of its
young soldiers, L/Cpl. Lee, won the Young
Soldiers' Championship at Bisley—and to the
building up of the cross country running team to
win the Army Championship.
These and other achievements were the result
of much hard work and devoted effort by all ranks
of the Battalion at the time, but the inspiration
and ultimate responsibility was that of
He
was a great Commanding Officer, and no soldier
would wish for prouder epitaph.


*

*

R.T. writes:—
This is a tribute to John Crookenden by an old
friend of forty years standing.
Soon after the end of the 191418 World War,
he was appointed to command the Depot, at that
time in the traditional old barracks. He soon made
his mark there, and with Eric Strettell as his
adjutant, it was not long before the whole place
was smartened up. Young officers who had sur
vived the war were quickly introduced to the
rigours and duties of peacetime barrack soldiering.
In those early days we held him in awe, but soon
learnt how human and amusing he could be off
parade.
Whilst serving as a company commander with
the 1st Battalion in Gibraltar and India, he led the
Battalion on the polo ground and in the hunting
field. In the saddle he was a Centaur who played
a highmettled halfbred Arab grey, with a dash
and skill no one else could match. As a Company
Commander he was a character, a card, about
whom many amusing yarns are told to this day.
Probably the finest years of his long career were
during his command of the 2nd Battalion at
Aldershot. He never spared himself and always
set the highest standard which he very rightly
insisted on all those under him emulating to the
best of their ability. In the field he was a firstclass
leader with a fertile, original mind and boundless
energy.
When his period of command expired, all those
who appreciated his worth expected him to be
promoted. Perhaps if he had not spoken his mind
rather bluntly on one or two occasions he would
have been, and the Army would have reaped the
value of his ripe experience. But that was in the
character of the man. He was always honest,
outspoken, and fearless—virtues which are not
always appreciated.
When he retired to his delightful residence at
Barham, he was by no means idle. He worked hard
in his garden. He played polo with the Shorncliffe

garrison in the summer, and hunted with the East
Kent hounds for many seasons. But probably his
greatest joy at this time was golf, at which he
excelled. Going round Princes, he Would often
play two rounds a day and exhaust men much
younger than himself. The Buffs Golfing Society
owes much to him for the energy and enterprise
he infused into it during his long spell as Hon.
Secretary and Treasurer.
Until about three and a half years ago he was
so full of life, and wit, and fun. Then illness struck
him a mortal blow. At first he rallied and improved
and began to take up his hobbies again, for he
possessed an indomitable will which refused to
surrender^ Then he was stricken again and became
almost helpless. But still his spirit was unconquered
and he battled on to the end, improving a little,
and always enjoying congenial company and a
joke.
Finally, may one pay tribute to the ceaseless
and selfless devotion of Mrs. Crookenden during
these years of illness? Perhaps not many know
how she never spared herself. Over a couple of
years ago, when John had recovered a good deal
from his first setback, he wrote to me and said;
"No one could have had a better nurse." There
can be no doubt that it was this devotion, in which
his daughter too was such a help and comfort,
which contributed so much to the happiness of his
last years which he bore so stoically.
We who knew him as a soldier and a dear friend
will mourn his loss until our turn comes too. But
we shall recall, too, many a jolly occasion in which
he took a leading part. And then, perhaps, we
shall laugh—which is just what he would wish us
to do.
V. N.W. writes:
Others will have written regretting the sad loss
the Regiment has sustained in the recent death of
John Crookenden, but I would like to add a small
appreciation on behalf of the members of The
Buffs Golfing Society, which might well not be
the flourishing institution it is today, had we not
been fortunate to find "J.C." ready and willing to
take over the job of Secretary from the late Harry
Baird. It was not easy in those unsettled postwar
times, or to follow such a man, but "J.C." put his
heart and soul into it and kept the Society together.
We all loved him and it was a sad day for all, when
his illness overtook him and prevented him from
taking an active part. He was a great golfer,
steady, keen, a good loser, but hard to beat;
especially on his beloved St. George's, where he
knew every fold of ground and blade of grass.
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He was perhaps at hi£ best and most genial at
the Annual General Meetings, to which he in
variably brought his Bank Manager to support
him in his presentation of his "statement of
accounts". Alas! another beloved character has
passed on. We, of the Golfing Society will miss
him.
#

#

*

TOM ONGLEY
All who knew Tom Ongley, must on hearing of
his death have, like myself, stood in silence for a
moment and thought that another Pillar of
Strength of "The Buffs" had passed on.
He was a man of sterling character who's first
love was "The Buffs". I joined his first love in
September, 1926 and being a newcomer, he
watched me very closely and with suspicion in
case I should try to change the traditions of some
thing he held so dear.
It was many years before I was able to get
behind the strong defence of this excellent Warrant
Officer and when I did, I found a great friend who
had a heart of gold. His award of the Distinguised
Conduct Medal in the First World War, must have
been well earned.
His handling and training of the Cross Country
team, brought further laurels to a Regiment
steeped in tradition. There was no Cross Country
Championship beyond his reach and he managed
to win most of them.
Tom Ongley never played to the crowd, and
when his team had won, his famous remark would
be "Not bad! you will have to do better next time".

I fancy I am the only surviving officer who was
with the 2nd Battalion when John joined it in
South Africa in 1901; he was the best of good
companions and was ever sans peur sans reproche.
yours faithfully,
F. W. TOMLINSON, Major.
Sandwich.
*

*

*

Corner Cottage,
West Farleigh.
19th July, 1959.
The Editor, "The Dragon".
Dear Sir,
May I please ask you through your columns to
sincerely thank all those friends who contributed
towards my regimental present, on the occasion of
my marriage. It is a most handsome present and
much treasured and appreciated by my wife and
myself.
Yours faithfully,
P. J. MORLOCK, Lieut.
4th Bn. The Buffs, T.A.

1st Battalion

O

NCE again we've had an
extremely busy month of
training, and, for some,
life has been a bit of a rush.
The highlight of training
has been our achievement of
winning the Divisional Patrol
Competition. We started the
I feel that all who really knew him will join me
month with a Battalion Patrol
and say "Farewell Tom, thank you for everything.
Test
Exercise to give the Com
There have always been 'Human Pillars of Strength
pany teams some practice over
in The Buffs', but none better than you."
really difficult country in, as
C.E.V.
it happened, foul weather.
For the Brigade Patrol Com
petition, we entered one team
per rifle Company, each team
consisting of a deep penetration patrol and a
In Memoriam
reconnaissance patrol; we also provided a large
LIEUT.COL. JOHN CROOKENDEN, D.s.o. proportion of the "enemy" (but we believe this had
1882—1959
little effect on the final result). The latest ideas out
here on a deep penetration patrol, are that it must
Sir,
You will no doubt have many letters about penetrate the enemy lines to a depth of five to ten
John Crookenden, so I will confine myself to miles, to find its target, pass back information
quoting a few lines from Wordsworth's poem The about the target by wireless (the carriage of the
Happy Warrior which seem completely appropriate: wireless set No. 62 over that distance presents some
problems), and return to base within 36 hours.
Who, if he rise to station of command,
"C" Company won this competition overall, "B"
Rises by open means; and there will stand
Company were second and "A" Company fourth.
On honourable terms, or else retire.
We congratulate the "A" Company deep patrol
And in himself possess his own desire.

Correspondence
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led by Captain Hugh Tennant, on obtaining the
highest marks in his part of the competition, and
also 2/Lieut. John ParryJones of "C" Company
who, in spite of losing his glasses at one stage
during the night, got the second highest marks for
the reconnaissance patrols.
So we went forward to the Divisional Patrol
Competition, representing the Brigade. Our team,
under the management of Major Chris Griffin,
consisted of an escort patrol of "B" Company, led
by 2/Lieut. Hugh Tarver, with representatives of
The Greys and 5 Field Squadron R.E. included,
and a deep penetration patrol of "C" Company
led by Lieut. Peter Cole. On the escort patrol we
were secopd to the team from the 2nd Battalion
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, but on the
deep penetration patrol we were so far in the lead,
that overall we got first place. We congratulate
these patrols, led by the two most junior regular
officers in the Regiment, on their very fine achieve
ment, not forgetting those others who have given
them competition and so helped in their training.
Early in the month, the Mortar and AntiTank
Platoons returned from Munsterlager and Hohne
where, in spite of many alterations to their pro
grammes, they had managed to carry out their live
firing success fully. Captain Ron Baker returned
in plenty of time for the birth of a son and heir, on
which we congratulate him and Mrs. Baker.
We also took part in a Brigade Signal Exercise.
The lower controls kept us well briefed, we moved
many miles (nearly to Hameln) and the wireless
sets worked well, but otherwise we found it moder
ately inactive.
For the last fortnight of the month we were
allotted the Arnsberg training area, a large piece
of country, but with few good exercise areas.
However, we fitted in a number of schemes. One,
peculiarly named, involved some fancy dress, and
the Commanding Officer, in his role as Sheikh
Edlmann and wearing Aden headdress and dark
glasses, satisfactorily disguised his identity for some
time from a somewhat foxed Brigade Major, who
intrigued by the exercise setting had come to see
the fun. Another was a Battalion night assault
crossing of the River Ruhr. In spite of the cry
"fall in The Officers" no one got really wet, and to
the pleasure of the M.T.O., not one vehicle fell off
the raft.
For the last part of the month, we have had a
number of new faces in the Mess. Lieut. Peter
Hiscock of The Queen's Own, is on a six weeks
attachment to bring him back to earth, following
a course at the Military College of Science. He
has been employed in the office and on exercises
as a deputy assistant adjutant; and we hope that
by his attachment our future amalgamation will

profit. Lieut. Tony Sarazin of France (Met), has
just completed a fortnight's attachment, accom
panying us on every exercise in parachuting dress
and an enormous beret; the latter also seemed to
be used as an earwarmer at night. We hope he
enjoyed his stay with us; certainly his English
improved. We welcome 2/Lieut. Maurice Webb,
who has joined us from Mons O.C.S.
We congratulate Captain George Faulkner and
Lieut. Peter Cole on their promotion.
We were much distressed at the death of Mrs.
Wright, wife of Sgt. Wright of H.Q. Company,
which occurred in the B.M.H. at Iserlohn. We
offer our sincere condolences to Sgt. Wright and
his children.
LieutCol. and Mrs. R. H. Dendy arrived on
27th July—a day earlier than expected, which foxed
everyone. He needs little introduction, having only
left us just one year ago, and we are pleased to
welcome them both. To balance the scale, we
regretfully say au revoir to Lieut.Col. and Mrs. E.
L. C. Edlmann, whose actual departure date in
early August, flucuates daily—at least the car is
now in running order. We dined out the Colonel
in the middle of the month. Unfortunately the
band was away, but the Drums played him in from
the barrack gates, sounded the dinner call en masse
and played The Roast Beef of Old England at the
appropriate moment. It was a good evening too.
The Colonel's tour has been an eventful one,
especially in Aden, and we will remember him for
his unfailing charm and kindness and his thoughts
for the welfare of others; in the same way, we all,
which includes the wives, will remember Mrs.
Edlmann. We wish them the best of luck in the
future.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
This month opened with the Brigade Patrol Competition.
The Battalion entered six patrols, of which two were from
the Company. Captain Tennant led the deep penetration
patrol which did very well to win this part of the com
petiton. 2/Lieut. Lewis, who led the Company's recce
patrol, has not been seen since, but there is a rumour going
about that his patrol was captured!
Captain Tennent's patrol was as follows:—Sgt. Wagstaff,
Cpl. Phillips, Ptes. Hyam, Heyburn, Watkins, Gooch,
Wedge, L/Cpl. Harris. The recce patrol had only two
members apart from the commander; these were Ptes.
Gilmour and Mallion.
The next outing was to test the Companies in a watch
and report role, and while "B" Company was .being tested
in this, the Company itself was acting on their reports from
supposed Company GP hides. In fact, these were of
platoon strength commanded by "Majors" Lewis and
Wagstaff, while the Company Commander himself was
acting as C.O. The exercise went very well from the Com
pany's point of view, and Pte. Stevenson, No. 1 Platoon,
managed to capture a complete enemy patrol singlehanded!
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The eagerly awaited Battalion river crossing exercise took
place at the end of the month. The Company were respons
ible for the bank organisation party, and, if the fact that the
complete assaulting Company was across four minutes after
H hour is any indication to its efficiency, it did extremely
well.
We are sorry to lose Sgt. Ward, who has gone to the 5th
Battalion. We wish him the best of luck.
Also, we say goodbye to Cpl. Adams, L/Cpl. Collins and
Ptes. Gates, Johnson, Marchant, Aylen, Groves, Rowe and
Town. All our best wishes go to them, and we hope they
settle down to civilian life again quickly.
We welcome to the Company 2/Lieut M. Webb, who
takes over No. 2 Platoon.
No. 1 Platoon has a new Platoon Sergeant. After nearly
two years, Sgt. Hansen has left us for a short spell as
Sergeants' Mess caterer, and Sgt. Bird has replaced him.
Good luck to them both in their new jobs.
At last the Company has some new blood, and we take
this opportunity of welcoming to the Company Ptes.
Costin, Howland, Roberts, Law, Knight, Rutter, Malpass,
Gooch and Johnson.

"B" COMPANY
July has meant, for some of the Company, a lot of
patrolling, for the Battalion, Brigade and Divisional
exercises and competitions have taken place during the
month. It would be fair to say that very good results have
been achieved; 2/Lieut. Tarver and his patrol (Cpl. Manning,
Ptes. Coppins 81, Coppins 94, Henning, Sharp 09, Stanford)
being picked for the Escort Patrol in the Divisional Com
petition and coming second.
Blisters on feet have been replaced by blisters on hands
since digging has commenced and everyone is now looking
forward to the Infantry Tank Cooperation, at Soltau.
The sporting activities have naturally been curtailed.
There have, however, been two interplatoon cricket
matches and we seem to have sufficient talent to pick a good
Company team. Others are learning the finer arts of volley
ball, whilst the remainder of the Company seem to prefer
running. Ptes. Skinner and Sharpe 03 are still to be seen
pounding the track. The senior N.C.O.s have also been
taking part in the various sports. C.S.M. Floyd has a leg
in plaster through trying to fight the Battalion square in a
game of basketrugby. We wish him a speedy recovery.
Captain Baker, our new SecondinCommand, has
arrived, also "Daisy", who spends most of her time getting
into trouble in various offices in the Company.
Our congratulations to L/Cpls. Buries and Roberts on
attaining that rank.
The Company strength has dropped owing to the demob,
of L/Cpl. Whittaker, L/Cpl. Jackson and Ptes. Pain and
Villiers, and we wish them all the very best of luck on their
return to "Civvy Street".
U.K. Leave from the Battalion has now started. From this
Company, Ptes. Whithead and Larkin were the first
customers, and both looked well refreshed on their return
from Blighty.
The C/Sgt. is now mobilized and Sgt. Winter is now
boasting. When all these vehicles materialise we will have
to consider construction of a new car park in front of the
Company Block.
STOP PRESS.—Congratulations to Captain and Mrs. Baker
on the arrival of a son.

"C" COMPANY
Firstly, congratulations to Lieut. Cole, Cpl. Prudence and
the men of the Company's Deep Penetration Patrol and
Reconnaisance Patrol on winning the Brigade Patrol
Competition. At the time of writing these notes, the Deep
Penetration Patrol is taking part in the Divisional Com
petition, and we all await their return with great
anticipation.
Congratulations to Lieut. Cole and Sgt. McNeill on their
recent promotions.
Departures during the month have been Cpl. Cullen,
L/Cpl. Henriksen, Ptes. Moon, Thorpe, Clarke, Franks and
Nurney 54, who decided that B.A.O.R. training is rather
too arduous, and all seven have reverted to civilian status.
Other departures include Pte. Allcorn to 5 Brigade as
Brigadier's Batman, and Pte. Large to H.Q. Company.
With all of them go our best wishes for the future.
Join the Army and see the world seems to be a true enough
statement, as regards "C" Company this Bank Holiday,
as the C.S.M.'s "In" tray is heaped up with weekend passes
made out for such places as Amsterdam and Koblenz.
It seems that the Company will be split up all over Europe.
Let's hope the weather stays fine for them. One doubts if
the majority will ever have the opportunity to travel so much
as they have now, and it is good to see them taking advantage
of the opportunity.
For two days last week, L/Cpl. Lilley and Pte. Newlove
discarded their battledress for civilian attire and could be
seen proceeding to the Education Centre to sit for various
examinations in conjunction with their civilian occupation.
They both now eagerly await the results. We are keeping
our fingers crossed for you, lads.
In view of the fact that the move to Soltau is only a few
days away, your scribe for this month must finish off these
notes and together with L/Cpl. (days to do) Bridges and Pte.
Harvey start checking Cookers, Tentage, and the hundred
and one other things we will need prior to loading.
A parting word to all who have left us. You will always
be sure of a warm welcome should you decide to return to
the fold.
STOP PRESS.—Congratulations to the Deep Penetration
Patrol who, we have just been informed, won the Divisional
Patrol Competition. Well done!

"D" COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.

We seem to have had quite a literary flair this month,
judging by the abundance of platoon nqtes that have
inundated the Company Office, and owing to this, all the
Company news would appear to be covered fairly thoroughly.
It is with considerable regret, however, that we have to
say goodbye to quite a number of the old stalwarts of the
Company, who have left us for various reasons. Capt.
Baker has been posted to "B" Company, where we hope his
stay will be long and happy. The remainder of . our ex
members are very much "ex", unfortunately, as they have
departed for the dubious pleasures of "Civvy Street", where
we hope that they will make good and become "Bloated
Plutocrats" or Regular Soldiers in record time. To the
following then, L/Cpl. Hollman, Ptes. Tolhurst, Vinten,
Coles, March, Rushbrook, Martin, Roberts, Jolley and last
but not least Pte. Dossett, we say good luck and the best of
everything from those who soldier on.
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3 IN. MORTAR PLATOON

Since the last appearance of The Dragon, the Mortar
Platoon has spent three instructive and enjoyable weeks
with the 45th Field Regiment R. A. at their practice camp at
Traun. Throughout our stay we were admirably looked
after by Major Howe and 176 Field Battery, which is
affiliated to the Battalion.
Despite many delays and changes of plan owing to the
dry spell and the several resulting heath fires, we managed
to fire all the bombs which we had taken up—700 in all.
We were accused on several occasions of having been
responsible for starting fires, but we flatly denied being an
"Incendiary Platoon" and in turn accused our friends of
The Royal Canadian Horse Artillery as being more expert
at suck a task.
Early starts, which meant Reveille at 0230 hours on
occasions, were the order of the day and even "Daisy",
Capt. Baker's dog, and the only lady (?) in the Platoon, felt
tired, at times, by midday. In our free time, several trips
were made to the excellent swimming pool at Hohne and we
were also able to visit the site of the former concentration
camp at Belsen.
We had several matches and games against the Mortar
Platoon of the 1st Battalion The Queen's, who were also
at Travn, in which we more than held our own, but on one
occasion, Cpl. Jordan strained his back saving a gpal, which
unfortunately kept him in bed for the last few days.
At this end of the camp we took part in two exercises
with 45 Field Regiment R.A., and were able to show them
how efficient "The Tubes" could be!
We returned to Dortmund to find that our excellent
Storeman, Pte. Jolley, had gone "on Demob". We also wish
him every success in civilian life. Pte. Leary has left us to
become a Regimental Cook and we know that he will
always have our interests at heart. L/Cpl. Worthy, who has
returned to England on leave after his hard roughriding
by motor cycle at Travn, has just become engaged and to
him we offer our hearty congratulations.
Also to be congratulated are all those who qualified for
their layer's badge. We achieved a 100% pass—the reward
of much hard work done in leisure hours.
Lastly we must say goodbye and good luck to Capt.
Baker, who after commanding the Platoon since we were at
Wuppertal, has left us, with "Daisy", to become 2 i/c to
"B" Company. We know that he will be equally successful
and popular in his new appointment, and that "Daisy"
will find a member of "B" Company who will take Cpl.
Leader's place as "Master of Rabbitting"!

ANTITANK PLATOON

This month heralds the start of leave. To start the ball
rolling, preceded by whoops of joy, L/Cpl. Giles, Ptes.
Rook and Akehurst have returned home to enjoy theirs.
Cricket has taken on a new look. Pte. Sheehan, who had
previously never seen a cricket bat before, knocked up a
cracking 27 in half the time. We wonder if he could do the
same with his eyes open!
We travelled to Hohne on the 3rd July to fire the Mobats
and had a very successful shoot; all targets, stationary and
moving being destroyed. Congratulations to Ptes. Sheehan,
Chidley and Worsfold on the calm manner in which they
did their misfire drill with live ammo!
During our stay at Hohne we were the guests of the 3rd
Royal Tank Regiment, who treated us very well, including
their allowing us to ride on the tanks during battle run
firing. Needless to say, by their display of shooting on the

move, we now know what we are up against as antitank
gunners! As a result we will treat the enemy with more
respect!
L/Cpl. Knight has settled down very well in the Platoon
and can be described as a leading gunner, having passed his
cadre with honours. He is now busy swotting up on tank
recognition in preparation for a course at Netheravon,
where we are sure he will do very well.
*

*

*

ASSAULT PIONEER PLATOON

This month has been a busy one for the Assault Pioneers.
A scheme a week is our motto. We started with the Battalion
Signals Exercise, during which we breached an imaginary
mine field and no sooner was this done than we began
acting as objectives and enemy for the Battalion patrol
teams. This was a crashing success with Ptes. Baker and
Excell captured very early in the proceedings. They were
released by our magnanimous enemy only to be captured
again, accompanied by Chippy Farrant and Johnny
Chappell. For one dreadful moment they were threatened
with a debagging, but once again our enemy was generous.
The next step was the Brigade Patrol Exercise. This was
not successful; in fact the Commander of the 1 Royal
Norfolks' team managed to be captured by us just in time
for morning tea. We released the enemy well before lunch
time as our tea was running short!
Our last scheme was a fairly sleepy, quiet effort up towards
Hameln to exercise the Brigade Signals.
An attempt by six of our Platoon to visit the Wine
Festival at Alten Ahr resulted in two of them reaching it,
the other four being eliminated by mechanical breakdown
in a certain notorious Volkswagen. A tour of the Ruhr
(10 km. at a time) was enjoyed by all.
We now seem to have a full week of barrack life, so we
intend to train in our dual role as machine gunners and hope
to become proficient very soon.
H.Q. COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.
This month has been a fairly active one for many. It is
tinged; however, with two sad occurrences. Firstly, we were
all shocked to hear of the sad and sudden death of Mrs.
Wright in Iserlohn Hospital earlier in the month. It has been
a bitter blow to Sgt. Wright, and we would like to take this
opportunity of saying how sorry we are for him in his sad
loss.
The second piece of saw news is the imminent departure
of the Commanding Officer, Lieut.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann,
M.C.. after two and a half years of Command over what
must have been a difficult chapter in the Regimental History,
bearing in mind the shadow of amalgamation and impending
change besides the change of station from B.A.O.R. to Aden
via Dover and back again to Germany, and the train of
frontier wars, and riots in Aden and the backwash of
revolution in the Middle East. Our best wishes go to him
and his family in the future.
Chief training activities affecting the Company have been
the Battalion and Brigade Patrol Exercises where, apart from
the part played by the Signals, people like C.Q.M.S. Vaughan
and his cooks and storemen have been out cooking for
various enemy forces, also the Brigade Signals Exercises, in
which several useful lessons were learnt, among which being
what happens when one of our own nuclear rockets goes off.
We have one or two changes of staff to record this month,
namely the timely arrival of C/Sgt. Kay as assistant
C.Q.M.S., whom we welcome along with Ptes. Bell and
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Tullett from the new draft. Cpl. Burnett, who has anyway
been absent from the office for most of the month taking
his 2nd Class, has left us suddenly for the M.T. As he is
only 200 yards away across the M.T. square, we feel sure
we shall see him frequently, so forbear to say farewell. We
welcome Cpl. Ward of the Drums as temporary stand in.
L/Cpl. Bell and C/Sgt, Vaughan, besides many others in
the Company, are looking forward to the pleasures of a
period away from Dortmund and the Army in general for a
few days or weeks as applicable. Meanwhile, the rest of us
as August Bank Holiday approaches, stand by for Soltau
or Haltern, firm decision at noon 31st July, but may be
changed again on Tuesday morning. In truth, flexibility
is one of the Principles of War.
Finally, a note of welcome to Lieut.Col. R H. Dendy,
our new Commanding Officer. He is wellknown to most of
us, as it seems only yesterday that he left us in Aden a year
ago. We wish him a successful tour of Command.
We also welcome to the Company, Capt. Grugeon, who
has come as P.M.C. of the Officers' Mess, and Lieut. Hiscock
of The Queen's Own on two months' attachment.
*
*
*
SIGNAL PLATOON

The past month has been mainly taken up with patrol
competitions or Signals exercises. Our communications
worked very reasonably on both the Battalion and the
Brigade Patrol Competitions and we earned a good point
for doing all our working on key.
On July 10th, we classified our cadre, who sailed through
with flying colours. Congratulations to Ptes. Brown,
Barham, Chapman, Cloke, Collins, Coppins, Edmeads,
Hills, Judge, Lynch and Pope.
Also we welcome to the Platoon Cpl. Barrel, who arrived
in early July, fresh from his triumphs at Hythe.
The painters have been in our block and on returning
from a scheme, one is faced by a totally different scene—
ladders, paint pots and sacks of lime abound to trip up the
unwary, luckless signaller. Order is at last returning, and
Sgt. Rodmell, aided and abetted by L/Cpl. Latham and Pte.
Dane, has been able to reorganise his stores yet again.
The next event confronting us is an Assault River Crossing,
for which Cpl. Wood is trying hard to remember how to
steer an assault boat and lay a line simultaneously, at the
same time keeping his boat trimmed.
QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT

If you hear stores of strange goingson in this department,
rumours of midnight meetings, spells and incantations or
even sacrifices, do not disbelieve them, for there is no doubt
that the gods of the dank and grey "Q" world in which we
have our being are angry with us, and must be appeased.
Perhaps we have laughed too often, and taken the teachings
of our manuals and regulations too lightly. It has even been
said that these notes are sometimes humorous. We do not
know, but we do know that in some way we have offended,
for everything we have touched this month has turned to
dross.
We had a stocktaking board in our midst for the first two
weeks of the month and they duly raked a number of
skeletons from our cupboards. The Q.M. and R.Q.M.S.
can still be seen in earnest conference on how best to dispose
of the last of them.
At the same time, much letter writing, indenting, re
indenting and telephoning has brought several railway
wagonloads of stores to us in preparation for forthcoming
schemes. All routine stuff of course, and easily handled
by the reorganised staff mentioned last month, only it

wasn't here. L/Cpl. Carter has been incarcerated in the
Education Centre and Cpl. Gates completed the circle by
moving back to "accommodation" in the absence of Sgt.
Wright. The Civil Labour Office decided to do a bit of
reorganisation of its own and sacked our newlyappointed
Fuel and Light Clerk. Cpl. Riley, on hearing this, thought
at once of the accounts coming his way, gave us a jaundiced
look and retired to hospital.
Even in the sporting world our earlier success has had a
large dark shadow cast across it in the shape of one large
Regimental Copper who blighted and blasted our team in a
returh match with Battalion H.Q.
Seeking less gloomy news for you, I called at the Married
Families Office, only to be met by a visibly greying Cpl.
Smith talking of ulcers, ironing boards and settees. I left!
Our present Commanding Officer will have left us by the
time these notes appear, but he will no doubt realise now
why his car was so rudely upended. The Q.M. was his only
companion. We are thankful that neither of them were
injured.
Our very best wishes go out to K.M., who has cheered
and brightened our office so much for the past three months.
We are proud indeed that after so short a stay you feel
sufficiently one of us to ask for a regular copy of our Regi
mental Paper.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Sgt. Wright on the
sudden and untimely death of his wife. Almost every mem
ber of the staff had met her in her home, and enjoyed her
wonderful hospitality. To us all she was a very good friend
and we feel her loss most deeply.
#

*

*

THE DRUMS

There is not much to talk about this month. The only
parade we have done, of note, is the R.A.S.C. Corps Week
Parade.
The majority of the Drums are on leave, consequently
drum work is almost at a standstill.
Of late, the DrumMajor is to be seen running around
with large books under his arm. Chartered Accountant is
not a bad job in "Civvy Street".
Just recently we have been reinforced by three men, two
N.S. and one Regular. We hope their stay with us will be
pleasant and enjoyable.
Dmr. Peall, we fear, is still trying to learn to ride a bicycle,
judging by his looks after his recent mishap. Seriously, we
hope he recovers very soon.
That's the lot.
*

*

*

WHISTLE TAP.

P.R.I, AND MESSING STAFF
July has been a rather uneventful month with routine
work continuing normally. The Corporals' Club gave its
first parties and we all helped in various ways, whether by
ordering blocks of ice or making up buffet suppers. On the
Messing Staff, the principle is that the A.C.C. Corporals
help prepare the buffets for the Corporals' Club, and Cpls.
Young and Sergeant are to be congratulated on the results
they achieved.
We were, delighted to see StaffSergeant McCormick
promoted to W.O.II under the terms of the revised A.C.C.
establishment for Infantry Battalions. A thoroughly well
deserved promotion in the eyes of all.
We were very sorry to see the departure of Sgt. Cook
after dealing with ration accounting for so many years, and
we hope that he will enjoy his tour of duty at the Depot.
In his place we welcome Sgt. Athawes, whose exotically
coloured motorcar brightens the Ration Stores area. Wo
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THE DRAGON
The Brigade Colonel was prevented at the
eleventh hour from attending, much to his disap
pointment. He had only just returned from a most
enjoyable, though strenuous, tenday visit to the
1st Battalions of The Queen's, The Buffs and The
Middlesex Regiment in B.A.O.R., and was due to
take off for Cyprus for a shorter, though equally
enjoyable and strenuous, visit to the 1st Battalion
of The Queen's Own the following day. By means
M.T. SECTION
of these visits—which, according to» his Charter,
Firstly, congratulations to the M.T.O. on his promotion the Brigade Colonel must make twice a year to
to Captain.
Battalions in England and B.A.O.R., and once a
Having survived the numerous watercrossing and Arns
year
anywhere else in the world—he is enabled to
berg exercises, we can now shed our water wings and look
forward to our stay at Soltau. I believe the Hamburg keep closely in touch with Commanding Officers
Authorities have been warned.
and their problems and is also able to see, and be
After the R.E.M.E. Inspection, a pleasant day was had at seen by, as many Officers, WTO.'s and Sergeants
Mohne See under the watchful eye of Sgt. Wood, whose as possible. While this is undoubtedly a very
complexion afterwards warranted him a place at any zebra
considerable pleasure and privilege for him, there
crossing.
Excellent course results were obtained by Cpl. Gill and is invariably the thought in the back of his mind,
Cfn. Osbourne. Sgt.Major Bryant and Sgt. Williams are that the reverse is not necessarily always the case.
enjoying a period of relaxation away from it all, although
Those readers who are in any way Museum
they are still occasionally seen about the yard in civilian
minded
will be interested to know the score about
attire.
the Brigade Museum. This is to be established in
Welcome to the new draft and Cpl. Burnett.
With the C.I.V. Inspections drawing near, the yard will the building in Howe Barracks, Canterbury (the
once again float with paint and oil to the tune of the fitterV. Brigade Depot's future home, but at present the
hammer and driver's colourful language.
home of The Buffs Depot) now occupied by The
*
*
#
Buffs Museum. Exactly when the change will take
place is problematical, but in the meanwhile the
Curatordesignate, Mr. Woodcock, who lives in
Canterbury, has been far from idle. He has been
visiting all six Regimental Museums, asking for
HERE has been such a lengthy pause since exhibits and items, planning his layout, and
News Letter No. 3 made its appearance, that generally being extremely busy. He has also been
there is a faint possibility that some readers liaising with the authortobe of the Brigade Short
of this Journal may have started wondering whether History, Major Blaxland, who was invalided out
by any chance the series had come to an end. Let of The Buffs some five years ago, and who now
me reassure those who had feared that that might lives near Canterbury. He has contracted to
be the case, and at the same time commiserate produce, towards the end of October, a nine to
ten thousandword History, culled from all the
with the remainder.
six
Regimental Histories, and it is of the greatest
The Brigade Golf Meeting, held at the Hendon
Golf Club under the auspicies of The Depot, The importance that the Museum Curator and the
Middlesex Regiment, was about to take place, Historian should be closely associated with one
when the last letter went to print. Although the another; history in books must obviously be
Meeting is now just over three months ago, it intimately connected with history visible in a
serves usefully as a kickingoff point for this letter. Museum.
There have been two meetings of the Council of
There was a most satisfactorily large entry, the
weather was kind, the arrangements were good, Colonels since the last letter was published, one
and, to coin a phrase "an enjoyable time was had at the end of May and the other two months later.
by all". To judge from the results the day could It was at the July meeting that the Council learned
almost be described as a "Royal Sussex benefit", with regret that Lieut.General G. C. Bucknall,
for they won not only the Regimental Cup and the C.B., M.C., D.L., was giving up his appointment as
Regimental Foursomes Cup, but Major Shields Colonel of The Middlesex Regiment. His successor
and Captain Johnson, also of the Regiment, will be Colonel J. F. Willoughby, O.B.E., whom
walked off with the prize for the best foursomes many readers will know already, and whom all
score. However, The East Surrey Regiment and ranks will wish to congratulate on his appointment.
The Queen's Own were both represented in the
The Representative Colonel for the coming
prizelist, so that to a certain degree, honour was twelve months will be MajorGeneral V. Boucher,
satisfied.
C.B., C.B.E., Colonel of The Buffs, who succeeds
have also lost Ptes. MacMahon and Hall, A.C.C., on release,
and in thanking them for their work here, we wish them
all success in civil life. We also welcome Ptes. Scott, Pusey
and Pease, A.C.C., and Ptes. Norton and Tithecott from
"A" and "C" Companies, as additions to the Messing Staff.
All in all, a good number of changes during the month.
Perhaps die worst memory of the month was of the trainee
Regimental Cook who put 5 lbs. of fat in the tea urn instead
of in the deepfryer. We close these notes with a shudder!

*
*

Home Counties Brigade
Letter No. 4
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General Sir Lashmer G. Whistler, G.C.B., K.B.E.,
D.S.O., D.L., Colonel of The Royal Sussex Regiment,

at the next meeting in September.
Two further changes in the composition of the
Council can be foreseen. On 14th October, Major
General J. F. Metcalfe, C.B.E., will become the
first Colonel of the newly formed Queen's Royal
Surrey Regiment, which means that Major
General J. Y. Whitfield, C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., and
Brigadier G. R. P. Roupell, v.c., C.B., D.L., the
last Colonels of, respectively The Queen's and The
East Surrey Regiment, will be seen no more at
Council Meetings. And Lieut.General Sir William
P. Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L., Colonel of The
Queen's Own, whose recent appointment as High
Commissioner in Australia has given such pleasure
to so many, will be succeeded by MajorGeneral
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C. Thus by the
autumn the Council will have taken on a somewhat
different appearance and Will be one less in number.
The Depot of The Queen's Royal Regiment and
The East Surrey Regiment—the interim name, until
amalgamation, of what will become on 14th October,
the Depot The Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment—
has established itself at Canterbury since the last
letter was written, under the command of Major
D. C. Snowdon, T.D. (Queens) with Captain G.
Mason (Surreys) as his Adjutant. They have been
busily engaged in setting up shop and opened
their doors to their first recruit intake on 6th
August.
The Royal Sussex Regiment's part in the Royal
Tournament at Earl's Court cannot be allowed to
pass without a mention. This year being the bi
centenary of the Battle of Quebec, in which the
Regiment fought and at which they achieved the
Roussillon Plume which is part of their cap badge,
it was entirely fitting that the 1st Battalion, staging
at Lingfield for six months or so en route from
Gibraltar to Northern Ireland, should portray
certain episodes from that Battle. This they did
with distinction and much gusto, and on the night
that the Colonel of the Regiment was in the Royal
Box it seemed as though the whole of Sussex had
made the journey to Earl's Court. A week or so
later, their Regimental Ball in the Royal Pavilion
at Brighton was another splendid and colourful
evening.
Early in July the Brigade Colonel went, first to
Exeter and then to Stanmore, to select his "first
XI" of W.O.'s and Sergeants and then of Officers,
to serve on the Brigade Depot Staff as from 1st
April next year. As he has said on numerous
occasions, only the best available—no matter
whether they are Officers or N.C.O.'s, Bandsmen,
Drummers, Weapon Training experts or Educators
—will be accepted in appointments at the Brigade

Depot. Those selected for the particularly im
portant task of getting the Depot off to a good
start, will soon be informed of the fact; it will be
no inconsiderable tribute to their capabilities and
professional skill that they have been so chosen.
As far as it has been possible to do so the staff
will be representative of all Regiments in the
Brigade, but it will be obvious to even the meanest
intelligence that, because of the closure of two
Depots—The Queen's Surreys and The Royal
Sussex—at the same time as the Brigade Depot
forms, the preponderance of the lower ranks will
come from those two Regiments. As time goes on,
however, representation from all Regiments will
become more evenly distributed.
Two towns, Worthing and Ramsgate, have
recently honoured their respective County Regi
ments by bestowing their Honorary Freedoms upon
them. These occasions bind Regiment to County
even more closely then before and, in these days,
when the subject of recruiting is so much in all our
minds, they are events which may well have a most
important bearing on the future.
The Buffs Band has been in Canterbury since
early in July. They are shortly to lose the services,
to say nothing of the skill, the humour and the
outstanding personality, of their Bandmaster, Mr.,
Sharpe, who after nine years with the Regiment,
is being translated to Kneller Hall as the School
Bandmaster. His place will be taken by The
Queen's Bandmaster, Mr. Lynes, who on the
amalgamation of the two Surrey Regiments' Bands,
looked like being out of a job. Another change of
Bandmaster has taken place in The Royal Sussex
Regiment, where Mr. Pryce has taken over from
Mr. Kelly who has been commissioned to an
appointment in Pakistan.
The Bands of The Buffs, The East Surrey Regi
ment and The Royal Sussex Regiment are taking
part in a military display at Gillingham in the
middle of August, which the Brigade Colonel, for
his sins, has had the responsibility of organising.
The Royal Sussex Regiment are also represented
by a Fighting Patrol demonstration and The
Queen's Own by a P.T. display. The emphasis in
the whole display is very definitely being laid on
the Home Counties Brigade, putting the Brigade
officially before the public for, perhaps, the first
time.
Congratulations from all ranks in the Brigade,
went to R.S.M. Parker of The Queen's Own, when
he was awarded the M.B.E. in the middle of July.
This was a singularly fine achievement.
Congratulations, too, to the 1st Battalion The
Queen's not only on winning the B.A.O.R. Swim
ming Championships, but also the Army Swimming
Championships. A really good "double".
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Finally, congratulations to Major P. G. Colyer
(Queens) on being awarded the Army VIII badge,
after shooting for the Army VIII in the United
Services Cup Competition at Bisley.
And that brings Letter No. 4 to a close. By the
time No. 5 appears, the Brigade will have become
established as an integral part of the British Army,
because of the events due to take place on 14th
October. The future of the Brigade lies in the hands
of each and every one of us; it is a future bright
with promise if we use our opportunities well.
The Brigade Colonel has every confidence that
you will all play your part to the very utmost.

*

*

*

Beneath Bell Harry

T

HE really hectic
part of the summer
is nearly over. On
Saturday, 15th August,
the Depot is At Home
to the public, and when
the last visitor leaves, we
can take the tents down
and stow them away for
another ten months.
Since the start of the
printing dispute, activi
ties at the Depot have
been many and varied,
but most of them are
stale news by now.
The Parade for the Freedom of Ramsgate has
been fully covered by the Press. It is sufficient to
say, that our recruits, with only a few weeks
service to their credit, acquitted themselves ex
tremely well on parade.
The beautiful illuminated address which confers
the Freedom upon the Regiment, now hangs in
the Depot Officers' Mess.
Regimental Cricket Week was again highly
successful. The weather was glorious and there
was a lot of good cricket, better we feel than some
of the cricket which we saw at Canterbury Week.
As space is limited, the results of the Regimental
matches are given briefly at the end of these notes.
If one individual performance may be mentioned,
pride of place must go to Mr. John Fawcett who
bowled so well and so consistently.

It has been a great pleasure to us to have the
Band back home once more. They have played at
numerous functions, including a Passing Out
Parade on the 24th July, at which the Mayor of
Ramsgate took the salute, at the Cathedral on
Remembrance Sunday and at Ramsgate, where
they Beat Retreat with the Brigade Band Unit.
It is worth recording a conversation overheard
by the Adjutant at the lastnamed function. Two
elderly ladies were discussing the Band.
1ST E.L.: "Who are this Regiment?"
2ND E.L. "The Buffs"
1ST E.L.: "But what are the Buffs doing in
Ramsgate?"
2ND E.L.: "Oh, didn't you know it's the H.Q. of
the Buffs and that's why they wear
a rampant Ram as their Cap Badge!"
Among the many attractions that the Adjutant
had cunningly laid on for our At Home, was
Beating of Retreat performed by some 150
musicians; it was a splendid spectacle. Band
master Sharpe had apparantly managed to make
them all go in the right direction at the right
time and, above all, to play the same pieces of
music. We understand that Captain Edgecombe,
who recently left us to learn to fly, has now done
his first solo trip. It is rumoured that the airfield
at Middle Wallop now has a number of slightly
bent Auster aircraft for sale at much reduced
prices.
We take this opportunity of wishing Captain
Edgecombe the very best of luck in his new
venture. We shall miss him.
Lieut. Shephard has arrived to fill the vacancy
left by Captain Edgecombe. We extend to him a
very warm welcome and offer our congratulations
on his recent engagement.

#

*

*

REGIMENTAL CRICKET WEEK RESULTS
V ROYAL FUSILIERS. Won by 172 runs. J. Fawcett 92 and

8 wickets for 5 runs.
v ROYAL MARINES. Lost by 2 wickets.
v CANTERBURY POLICE. Won by 11 runs. S. Barnard 98.
R. Hacking 6 wickets for 54 runs.
V BAND OF BROTHERS. Won by 8 wickets. J. Fawcett 49 not
out and 5 wickets for 23 runs. G. Gibbon 50 not out.
V QUEEN'S OWN. Won by 147 runs. Capt. Lunn 42. J.
Fawcett 7 wickets for 11 runs.
V SHEPWAY STRAGGLERS. Lost by 7 wickets.
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Round and About
by The Tramp

I

N two month's time it
will be precisely forty
years since I reported
for duty at the Regimental
Depot. So eager was I to
do so that I hired a car
from London to reach
Canterbury on the day
appointed in my posting.
This apparent extrava
gance was due to a Rail
way Strike in progress at
the time. My recollec
tions of that, to me, most
memorable day are as
distinct as if it were last
year. They have been revived during the last few
days by the distressing news of the death of the
Commanding Officer, to whom 1 reported on that
October evening. It was my first meeting with
John Crookenden, then a young and vigorous
Major. What were my first impressions of him?
I should say, that the penetrating and appraising
blueness of his eyes first attracted me. This and
his staccato manner of speech. I did not immed
iately realise that he had a keen sense of humour,
but there was nothing pontifical or pompous about
him then or later when 1 came to know him. He
asked me what I had been doing in London, and
seemed to be amused when I told him that I had,
in a very minor capacity, been engaged in a
Department of the War Office concerned with
demobilizing the temporary armies. He then
handed me over to the Adjutant, my old friend
Eric Strettell, who, after taking certain necessary
particulars, conducted me to the Mess, which was
to be my happy home for two years and more.
The officers at the Depot in the early months of
my service there, were, in addition to John
Crookenden and Eric Strettell, MajorGeneral
Gerald Scarlett, then a Brevet Major, Major
Gould ("Golly" to all his many friends), and
Captain J. Sharp. Life at the Depot in those years
was good. We were not overworked and there
were many opportunities for recreation and sport.
Canterbury had a special place in my affections.
As a boy 1 had lived within four miles of the City
and for six years 1 had been at School within it.
I felt very much at home there and, looking back,
I realise that my tour of duty at the Depot, was all
the pleasanter for the way in which we were
commanded. The C.O.'s house was not a remote
and official residence. It was in fact part of what
1 can only describe as a home in which we worked

at a worthwhile job, among a most congenial set
of companions. A great deal of this homelike
atmosphere was due to the commanding officer's
gracious lady who concerned herself energetically
and unobtrusively with the wellbeing of everyone
at the Depot. There must be many middle aged
men and women whose very earliest days were
spent in the Married Quarters of the old Depot,
and who owe much to Mrs. John Crookenden's
interest and care. I am only one of many older
ones who can never repay the debt owed to the
Crookenden's and all of us will mourn the passing
of a good friend and counsellor. John Crooken
den's distinguished record of service will doubtless
receive due recognition from hands more fitted
than mine. I add a personal tribute to him and my
sympathy to his family.
SUPERB UNDERSTATEMENT
I fancy that I am not alone in having derived
some mild amusement from what is known as the
Devlin Report. If the situation with which it
dealt were not charged with so much gravity and
danger, one's amusement would he less mixed.
Nevertheless anyone interested, who has not read
the report carefully, should do so. This is not the
place to engage in topics which are politically
explosive, but I commend what Lord Coleraine,
almost alone of public men, had to say about it
in the House of Lords. When I read the Com
mission's views on the "massacre plot" I was
reminded of the phrase " a mild case of murder",
coined I know not by what master of ironical
understatement. Incidentally, Dr. Banda whom the
report absolves from any intention to promote
violence in Nyasaland, joins the select company
of people who have enjoyed the hospitality of
England and all the advantages that go with it,
and subsequently leave these hospitable shores to
make things difficult for their hosts.
FASHION
As a mere male, I do not concern myself over
much with feminine fashions in clothes, although
I am not indifferent to the effect created by a
woman tastefully attired. Moreover I have a
regard for the good sense of most women. This
makes it all the more Ystrange to me, that they
should allow themselves to be dictated to by a
Parisian youth. If this stripling says "Ladies, show
your knees", levelheaded women everywhere
regard the ukase as almost divinely inspired. After
a certain age the knee, and the feminine knee in
particular, is not aesthetically the most beautiful
thing. So what? As one who has more than once
been asked the question: "Is my skirt lower at
the front (or the back)?" I regret being denied the
opportunity to give my expert opinion.
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relief—R.S.M. Fairbanks has arrived, and we
welcome him and hope that his stay with us, will
be a long and happy one.

4th Battalion
^HE printing strike came
as a heavy blow to us, as
not only did it almost
completely force the Editor to
cut out perhaps one of our
most interesting monthly notes
concerning Camp, but it also
completely dampened the
ardour of the author of those
notes who had been specially
"detailed" to write them.
However, these things do
happen and no doubt he will
eventually get over it.
(GtenAd
July, the month following
Camp, has been a quiet one
with all the P.S.I.'s and Permanent Staff on leave.
The only important occasion being the Freedom
of Ramsgate which was conferred on the Regiment
on the 16th July. As no doubt a full account of
this Ceremony will appear elsewhere in The Dragon,
it is only proposed here, to show the composition
of the Battalion's Colour Party which took part.
This consisted of the following:—
Queen's Colour: Captain O. R. Daniel.
Regimental Colour: Captain C. White.
Escort to the Colours: C.S.M. Williams (H.Q.
Company), C/Sgt. Cole ("B" Company), C/Sgt.
Wraight ("C" Company).
Most of the Permanent Staff seem to have spent
their leave fishing, and although news of their
catches is scarce, the odd "story" creeps through
on the grape vine. Sgt. Harris's monster conger
eel, an irate Mrs. Denny, frantically searching for
frying pans for C.S.M. Denny's large haul, the
Training Major's shark, and Mr. White's desperate
efforts to master his new fishing tackle, are but a
few of the many incidents. Sgt. Recton has been
noticeably quiet, but no doubt when he returns
from his camping/fishirlg holiday around Dunge
ness, his tales may well beat them all.
Due to the condensed issue of July's Dragon we
were unable to congratulate officially Major Kille
on his .well deserved M.B.E. He has now left the
Battalion and we would like to take this oppor
tunity of welcoming Lieut. J. R. Rose in his place.
The news also this month of the award of the
Meritorious Service Medal to R.S.M. White, comes
as a fitting reward for all that he has done for the
Regiment and in particular this Battalion. He
leaves for East Africa early in August, and it has
therefore come at a most appropriate time. His

T'

MOTOR CYCLING
Since our last notes, the Battalion Motor Cyclists have
been very active. On the first day of annual camp, Cfn.
Rye, Ptes. Brown and Care competed in the Talmag Star
Trophy Trial at Tunnel Hill. Cfn. Rye gained a 2nd class
award—no mean feat in a trial of this class, which is highly
competitive and hazardous. Brown completed the course
but Care had an accident with his motor cycle. After this
trial, the time was very short before competing in the
Div./District Trial at Shorncliffe. Eight riders entered—two
teams and two individuals. They met disaster in the form
of a very tricky map reading hazard. It appears that those
members of the teams who are experts over crosscountry
sections, find map reading impossible and the map reading
experts find crosscountry hard going. How Rye managed
to lose himself so completely will never be known. We can
only assume that the flies on the Romney Marsh are very
prolific this year and he must have read a couple of flies
on his map during the ride. As usual, his riding over a very
difficult course was remarkably good. Unfortunately, the
marks lost on map reading lost him the individual cham
pionship. Congratulations to L/Cpl. Baston who, riding
a B.S.A. "Bedstead", managed to obtain a Certificate of
Merit.
As a result of the very creditable performance during the
Div./District trials, the team has been invited to enter for
the Command Trials and many foul plots are being hatched
this week to improve the map reading.
Congratulations to Rye and Care on promotion to
LanceCorporal.

"A" COMPANY
We have recently returned from Camp, where most of us
who attended enjoyed ourselves. It was a pity that only
60% of the Company attended. However, we hope that our
next "hardy annual" will see the Company out in full force.
No doubt the remainder of the Battalion was as pleased
as ourselves to see so many of the old officers looking over
the Battalion whilst at Camp.
The Company had an evening out—a farewell to the
Company Commander, who we understand will be leaving
us shortly for higher things. No blacks of either a major
or minor type were put up on this evening, much to the
amazement of all.
The C/Sgt. did us all well from the dining hall, angle.
However, one evening When out in his car and calling at
the
, an extremely nice young lady was heard to describe
him as a "Moo"! Is this some strange animal from South
Africa?
All members of the C.S.M.'s squad would like him to
reduce before the next C.D. Camp. However, perhaps the
C.S.M.'s squad would like to develop a physique such as he.
Perhaps they may then be able to "hump and heave" a little
better!
Incidents of all kinds happened, as they inevitably do at
Camp. If we were to list them all, no doubt the Editor would
blue pencil quite a number, so if you will forgive us, we will
not mention any personalities.
The over all feeling about this Camp was—very successful
and useful to us all.
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"B" COMPANY
Our O.C. said that July would be a quiet month and that
he looked forward to being able to catch up on his favourite
sport, sailing. So having entered for several races, the rot
set in. He found that it was to be, instead, a very busy month.
We hope that the keenness shown by the unit in keeping the
training going through our holiday period and the excellent
results he achieved whilst sailing in a 35mile dinghy race
round the Island of Sheppey, compensated him for lack of
spare time.
On the 1st July, the Company entered a float depicting
the T.A. slogan "Double Citizen" with soldiers and civilians
side by side, in our local Carnival. This was well supported
by an impressive display of the modern army, including
"Champs" and infantry weapons, in fact the lot.
Our Pte. Horn is to be congratulated on winning third
prize in the individual competition against the strongest
entries in the Carnival for many years. His dress of half
soldier and half civilian aroused considerable local comment.
Almost as much as an officer who led the Carnival on a
motor cycle.
Major John Tilleard, T.D., came along as a visitor, but was
soon given a job, and it was thought that his "Monty" act
was the highlight of the show. It was nice to have him at the
Carnival and we thank him for his help.
After the Carnival, several guests were entertained in the
Canteen, which rounded off an amusing and, we hope, from
the recruiting point of view, a successful evening. It was good
to see many of our Past and Present members supporting us
once again.
The Army Cadets had a separate entry. We were most
impressed with the hard work and enthusiasm they put in.
We don't know whether it was coincidence or design, but
when the Carnival Procession moved off we noticed that the
Regular Army Recruiting Land Rover was following
immediately behind us.
Sunday, 5th July, was spent in the delightful area of
Boughton Monchelsea. The weather proved, for once, to
be too hot, but it certainly made a pleasant change from some
of the weather we have had on our Sunday exercises. It was
very encouraging to see the high standard of training now
being achieved.
Those members of the unit who were able to get time off
from work to visit Ramsgate for the conferring of the
Freedom of the Town on the Regiment, came back very
impressed and even more proud than ever of being a Buff.
Pte. Dudziak is to be congratulated on his gallant efforts
in the recent Motor Cycle Trials (Div./Dis./M.C. Trials).
His keenness, we are sure, will one day win him a nice big
cup. So press on, Pte. Dudziak, and bring it home.
We extend a hearty welcome to Ptes. Henderson, Fellows,
G., and Ptes. Brann, A., and Alton on joining us. May their
stay with us be a long and happy one.
It looks as if Cpl. Knight and Pte. Barton will be joining
the Regular Army in the near future. The very best of luck
to you both.
"Pruning" has again cut out the Company's "Dead Wood"
and to those leaving us we say "Sorry, Chum, but we
must have the best available in our Company of the right
T.A. material".
Our P.S.I., C.S.M. Denny, has been seen around the T.A.
Centre in shorts looking very fit, with delightful stories
of the fish he has caught. Is he trying to beat the Training
Major's Record? At least one can try. We have a ten
tonner ready to take it all to market.
Sgt. Cowles' efforts in. encouraging cricket are having
good results, At least Sgt. Gardner looks thinner and the

O.C. more worried about the possibility of broken windows.
(Q.M., please ignore.)
We had the pleasure of a visit from Brigadier D. L.
Darling, D.S.O., M.C., Brigade Commander, and the Brigade
Major, D. N. C. O'Morchoe, during their recent tour of
T.A. Centres.
Sunday, 26th July, saw us at Conyer Range. The day's
shooting went off very well and it would appear that we
have some good shots in the making. The younger members
of our unit are very keen and are beginning to make the
older members sit up and take notice. Well done, Pte.
Alton. Keep it up!
To those who have had their holidays this month we say,
"You lucky people", and to those who have their holidays
to come, let's hope the weather hangs out.

"C" COMPANY
With the printing dispute our notes for Camp are a bit
delayed, but nevertheless the memory lingers on, and we
can report that it was a very good Camp, from the training
and the amenity side. We must congratulate L/Cpl.
Farthing's section on coming second in the Section Com
petition, and Cpl. Wright's on coming third; also Capt.
Johnson's section on coming second in the Officers' and
Senior N.C.O.s' Competition. So in spite of the "amenities"
it looks as though the Company managed to learn a bit
about Light Rescue.
We are happy to say that Pte. Smith, A., is still sporting
the false tooth that somehow got lost during the first drill
parade at Camp. Did he swallow it when he jumped at the
R.S.M.'s first drill order??
We would like to thank the R.S.M. and all the P.S.I.s
for the hard work they put in entertaining the wives and
children on the Battalion "At Home" during the middle
Sunday of Camp. We know all the families enjoyed them
selves.
Now back to normal training again at the Drill Halls,
we cannot report any sudden increase in our strength, but
we welcome Pte. Bull into the Company at Ashford, and
we have hopes of a few more when we can finally get them
to sign on the dotted line.
Once again the Company was blessed with fine weather
during a weekend exercise at Old Park, Canterbury, and
everyone gained a little more experience. This time it was
Ashford versus Cranbrook with Sgt. Smith and Sgt.
Packham leading their respective sections in map reading,
patrols, and section attacks, with the Company Com
mander again urging them on to even greater efforts. We
are sure many lessons were learnt, one being not to site the
Company cookhouse alongside, two wasps nests. Another
that 3tonners start best when called words not found in the
dictionary!!
L/Cpl. Collison distinguished himself by carrying out a
oneman patrol in the early hours of the morning, and at the
same time giving everyone else grey hairs. Pte. Bull's
rendering of the duties, of a night sentry have now earned
him the nickname of Chief Sitting Bull. How could a man
remain so cool and calm when being attacked by Sgt.
Smith's bloodthirsty men?
Finally, Capt. White and C/Sgt. Wraight have had a busy
time lately preparing for and taking part in the parade at
Ramsgate when the Freedom of the Town was presented to
the Regiment. Capt. White and the C/Sgt. were members,
of the Colour Party.
continued on p. 169
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The Buffs Golfing Society

THE BUFFS G.S. v QUEENS OWN ROYAL WEST KENT

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AT RYE ON 29TH AUGUST, 1959
AGENDA
Election of Office Bearers.
{a) Nomination of Cap.
tain.
(b) VicePresident.
(c) Hon. Secretary.
Report by the Hon. Secret
ary.
Presentation of Accounts.
Vote of thanks to the Rye
Golf Club and to the
Dormy House.
Matches and Meetings for
1960.
THE BUFFS G.S. V HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE G.S.
This annual match was played on Saturday, 30th
May, 1959, at the New Zealand Golf Club. The
raising of the two sides, each presented difficulties,
our opponents because of other commitments such
as Trooping the Colour, and the Amateur Cham
pionship, the Buffs because of injuries to David
Montgomery and other last minute alterations in
family plans. In the morning, the sides were seven
strong, Richard Dendy and Richard Greenwood
playing a single, whilst the remainder played
foursomes. The score at lunch time was two
matches each.
After lunch, our top pair succombed by 42, but
the remaining three matches were halved, thus the
Household Brigade won by 32 with three matches
halved.
*

*

*

THE BUFFS G.S. v LIPHOOK

This annual match which is arranged by Lieut.
Col. Hoare was played on Sunday, July 5th. It
was even more popular this year than previously
and a twelveaside match was played on one of
the hottest days of this magnificent summer.
Wisely the match was restricted to foursomes,
both morning and afternoon; at lunchtime we were
14 down, with one match halved, the winning
couple being M. de J. Creswick and G. A. Potter.
Rumour has it that Harold Colton has been taking
lessons since his hook, even for him, has started
to get out of control; however, the beneficial
results, which must surely come from these lessons,
were not yet fully apparent.
In the past the Buffs have had a reputation of
lunching too well or not well enough ; each member
found the correct recipe this time, and in the after
noon we nearly retrieved the disastrous lunchtime
position, winning 31 with two matches halved.

This match was played for the second year
running at the Wildernesse Club, near Sevenoaks,
which provided an excellent days Golf. The Buffs
achieved an overwhelming victory; it is in fact
the first win for some years over our Sister Regi
ment in this match. As Hon. Secretary of the
Society, I must express my sympathy with my
opposite number having experienced similar prob
lems of raising a representative side in the years
past; the tide has, temporarily certainly, turned in
favour of the Buffs.
The match was played with sixaside singles in
the morning and foursomes after lunch. The score
at lunchtime was 40, with two matches halved; in
the afternoon, the Buffs won all three foursomes.
The Buffs side was as strong, if not stronger,
than any side turned out in three matches in
recent years; it is to be hoped that those who came
from some distance found suitable compensation
in the Clubhouse and in the condition of the course,
to warrant the distance travelled.
Round and About—continued from p. 166

MUSICAL NOTE
I was entertained the other day by the story of
a little girl who, returning from school, was asked
how her music was getting on. "Oh", was the
reply, "my teacher says I'm improving. She's
going to teach me The Moonlight Sinatra
4th Battalion—continued from p. 168
"D" COMPANY
Our first full day as infantrymen since Camp has come and
gone and with it quite a lot of sweat and hard work on the
part of the men of the Company.
We had a day out at Beachborough training ground and
we all found it quite a pleasant change from slinging brick
rubble about.
But Camp dies hard in the minds of men, and after every
body had attempted to tie knots of all kinds in their rifle
slings and had a conference or two as to the merits of a rifle
as a splint, we finally got down to some section fieldcraft
and well we did it. The enemy eas Capt. Auld, Lieut.
Sayer, and Sgts. Hunt and Smith, and they were very clever.
All they had to do was to get down and stay down. Nice
work if you can get in, especially on a hot day.
This week we are going to take the Specialist Weapons out
and we are going to find out just how much easier it is to
dislodge the enemy with a Vickers medium machine gun
than with a rifle.
Owing to the fact that the P.S.I, is on leave, this hard
working Storeman/Clerk has had to write these Dragon
notes, so if they do not seem up to much, please forgive.
Just one thing more. Welcome to two more recruits, Pte.
Winstanley and Pte. Routledge. May your stay with us
be a happy one.
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We have now divided ourselves into Signals, M.T. and
Recruits, and we hope that this reorganisation will prove
profitable in the months to come. We think that at last we
have managed to get the M.T. sheds unlocked.
About ten members of the Company joined "D" Company
in providing Signals Communication for the Folkestone
Sailing Club on June 28th. It turned out to be the windiest
day for months and L/Cpl. Matthews was afloat for a good
four hours helping to tow in the capsized boats. The wireless
sets worked perfectly, which amazed one and all.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Rye, R.E.M.E., and L/Cpl.
Care, R.A.M.C., on their promotions.
Recruiting is slow. We put this down to the time of year
and hope we are right.
R.S.M. Fairbanks has made himself known to some of
us and we wish him an enjoyable tour of duty and send our
best wishes to R.S.M. White.
Congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Hall on their first and
recent addition to their family.

Past and Present
Association
Annual Members
1ST JUNE TO 31ST JULY
Dover Branch.—F. Thomson.
*

*

*

Life Members

*

*

Donations
The Colonel of the Regiment gratefully acknowledges the
sum of £59 8s. Od. sent to the Benevolent Fund by many
kind friends in memory of the late Lieut.Col. John
Crookenden, D.S.O.

Other Donations
Mr. S. E. Haynes
"Mr. Straw Hat"

£ s. d.
2 2 0

1 1 0

Grants
Benevolent Fund
World War 1939, Charitable Fund
*
*
*

*

*

London Branch

*

1ST JUNE TO 31ST JULY
London Branch.—E. Cannon, E. Bullock.
Medway Branch.—J. Amos.
Brighton Branch.—E. R. Rich.
*

from Brabourne and Mr. Beeching from Ruckinge, all
looking remarkably well. Two old Buffs also attended, a
Mr. Austin, who served in the Regiment about 1900.
He had just come back to England for a holiday, after
45 years in Canada. Mr. Head came with him. These two
Buffs will be at Canterbury next week to try and find some
service pals.
The Minutes were read, followed by the correspondence.
Letters were read from members regarding the attendance
of Remembrance Sunday. Invitations were read from the
Old Contemptibles' Association for the 45th Anniversary
of the Battle of Mons Church Parade at Ashford Parish
Church on 23rd August at 10.45 a.m. From the Naval
Association, an invitation was read to attend their reunion
in February, 1960. Mr. Vant reported on the Freedom of
Ramsgate ceremony, which he attended.
Mr. H. Coleman reported that the Chairman of the Maid
stone Branch, The Queen's Royal West Kent Regiment,
had invited our Branch to a Social Evening in September
at the Depot. We will discuss this at our next meeting, and
hope to take a party along.
For Remembrance Sunday our parade strength will be
approximately 28 members. As always, we are looking
forward to a nice day, and a happy reunion for everyone.
With no other business, the meeting closed at 2020 hours.
The raffle winners were B. Vant, J. Rossiter and A. Mills.
A vote of thanks to Stan and his sister for their efforts
behind the bar.
To R.S.M. White, 4th Battalion, we wish all good fortune
in his appointment abroad.
A.C.M.

£ s. d.
19 5 0
24 0 0

Ashford Branch
Our monthly meeting was attended by 27 members, a
record so far. The Chairman welcomed Mr. Green from
Eastleigh, who has made the annual journey. He has just
retired and we all wish him a long and happy retirement.
Also welcomed were Mr. Ellis from Shottenden, Mr. Hogbin

Printing dispute or not, The Dragon carried on and kept
us all in touch with the latest news. Well done, Mr. Editor!
Sorry to hear the sad news about the death of Colonel
Crookenden. Our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Crookenden
from all members of the London Branch.
On Sunday, 12th July last, the Branch held their Annual
Remembrance Service at H.M. Tower of London. The
weather was lovely, the Service wonderful, the attendance
good. There were 45 members on parade, the wives and
families of our comrades that had passed on during the year.
Although this Service is a very touching one for those that
have lost their dear ones during the year, they are really
proud to know that the Branch remember them and that
their husband's names are written in that beautiful book.
I would just like to put in these notes a paragraph from a
letter from one of the wives:
"It was wonderful to see my husband's name inscribed
with honour and I could not help thinking how happy
it would have made him and all other fine men of The Buffs
who have left us to know they are remembered. I like to
think they do know. The whole Service was very beautiful
from beginning to end. I shall never forget it'..
That is the feeling of a wife who has lost someone great
to her. It's the feeling of many more who cannot express
it in the same way. Some folk think this lovely book was a
waste—but not when one receives letters like these.
It is the express wish of all members of the Branch that
I should send thanks to our General Secretary, and to
Colonel Beevor, and their wives, who have not missed one
Service since the installation of the book. Also many
thanks to our President, Brigadier E. Foster Hall, and Capt.
Woodcock for the great work they put in to make this a
great Service. We will endeavour to enlarge on this Service
year by year.
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Before closing on the Tower Service, it would not be fair
if I did not mention the grand way our Standard Bearer,
Mr. Haslett, and Escort, Messrs. Watts and Skinner,
carried out their duties. It was really a treat to see them.
It made one feel proud when one hears whispers like "How
very smart and efficient they are". Well done, lads!
Very nice to have met George Hardwick, looking very fit.
Also Freddie Faulkner and Messrs. Jarvis, Keys, Sy Christie,
Cotton, Dan Duffy, Capt. Emery, Les King, Gilham,
Taffy Richards, Bill Coveney, and of course many more.
Hope to see the number doubled next year.
Went and saw old Joe Goss yesterday, who is now out of
hospital, but of course is a long way from being fit, but is
very cheerful under the circumstances. He has an iron on his
left leg and also a pair of crutches. His biggest disappoint
ment was being unable to attend the Tower Service and to
be with us at Canterbury. Never mind, Joe, ther's another
year in the offing. All members send their best wishes to you.
At the meeting on July 18th the attendance was again very
good. Since our return to the Prince Alfred it has steadily
been on the up and up. We are now looking forward to
getting it back to the old status, so come along and help
us to accomplish this.
Had a letter from Joe O'Keefe, who is now down at Farn
borough. He tells me he has had a look at Blenheim
Barracks and it brought back some good old memories.
He hopes to get along to the Branch in the very near future
and would like to meet some of the old faces, like Bert
Perry, Billy Hudd and quite a number of the lads.
Our deepest and sincere sympathy to Mrs. E. Foster Hall
on her great loss in the death of her mother.
All good wishes to all Branches.
H.J.S.
*

*

*

Dover Branch
The August meeting took place on the 6th, our Chairman
(Mr. T. Noakes) presiding. Supporting him were Messrs.
Deal (Treasurer), Smith (Hon. Secretary), Hare (Vice
Chairman), Martin, Marsh and Johncock.
A welcome visitor was Mr. Histed from Sandwich, who
looked in with his wife and we apologised that they should
come along on one of those meeting nights when only those
holding office and the odd member turns up. Holidays and
late working has some effect and I would add that both
Messrs. Bowcock and Gavin sent their apologies.
George Bowcock threatens that much more of it and he'll
be entering for next year's Open Golf Championships,
which after all the first and other class putting he has seen
will make it rough for the best known players.
We have a very sad note this month in the loss of our
President, Colonel Crookenden, who died on the 25th July.
Most unfortunately the Branch did not hear of this until
too late, and we were unable to be present at his interment
to pay our respects. To Mrs. Crookenden we offer our
very deepest sympathy, to which I add that he will be missed.
We all know that through illness he was not able to attend
the Branch just when he would have liked to, but we also
all know that he was interested in all our doings.
On Sunday we shall be at Canterbury for the Reunion and
Remembrance Service and are hoping for good numbers.
Our Chairman unfortunately will not be able to be present,
but we are looking forward to seeing one or two new faces.
Very nice to see the effort made to produce The Dragon
in spite of the printing dispute.
Jack Deal certainly has a special copy to add to his
collection, for we understand he has saved every Dragon
since 1919, which is some record.
Cheerio!
SACCO.

Medway Branch
Have you ever suddenly felt old? Had sagging knees,
a bent back and signs of a beard upon your chin? Then you
know how I feel—I'm a grandfather for the first time.
Daughter and granddaughter doing fine, thanks.
There wasn't much discussed at our July meeting—
arrangements for Canterbury on the 9th August, and the
agenda for the Annual General Meeting in October—but
I did hear of quite an adventure.
Mr. W. F. Hutchings, who is 72 years of age, recently
cycled from Chatham to Bexhill, a distance of about 60
miles. Just after reaching the halfway mark it started raining
and later poured, but such a minor thing did not deter a
Buff. On he went until about three miles from his destination,
by which time the elements and his saturated clothes became
a little too much for him, so he stopped and went into a
handy hostelry and imbibed some good old naval spirit.
A kindly fellow customer gave him a lift in a car for the
rest of his journey—the bike was collected later—and, after
a hot bath, some food and a good sleep, he was none the
worse for his soaking and strenuous cycling effort. It may
not be a record for a man of that age, but what a commend
able effort, what a Buff!
We have a new member. None less than James Amos,
the son of the late Drummer Amos, who was well known to
all Buffs of modest old age. James served as a boy in the
2nd Battalion from 1934 to 1936, being discharged M.U.,
but I must admit that he looked uncommonly fit when I was
introduced to him. During the last war he served with the
Thanet and Maidstone Battalions of the Home Guard.
We welcome both him and Mrs. Amos to the Branch and
look forward to having them with us at all future Branch
functions.
Members and ladies totalled 25 at the meeting—not bad
that for this time of the year. It would seem that all enjoy
our present meeting place at the British Legion Club, and
once again I offer our grateful thanks to the Club authorities
for the facilities granted.
*

*

*

Sittingbourne Branch
At the meeting held on Friday, July 3rd, Colonel D.
Dean, v.c., was in the Chair, supported by Mr. Mount and
Lieut.Col. Wills, and a pleasant gathering of members
were present. Apologies were received from Major R.
Jarman.
The Carnival Float was a great success, both from the
T.A. and the P. & P. point of view, and a vote of appreciation
was given to all those that took part, and for those that
helped with the preparations.
The coaches that made the trip to the T.A. Camp were
overcrowded, but nevertheless all said that the trip was well
worth while.
PROPOSALS FOR A.G.M.—It was proposed by the Secretary
that the Darts Competition finals be held, sometime in
February, 1960, to create more interest.
DANCE.—It was suggested that the P. & P. together with
the T.A. run a dance in the winter months to help boost
the Branch funds. This was put to the members and carried.
It was a great delight to all those that were present when
Jock Herbert was wheeled into the meeting by his daughter.
The Chairman and members gave him a very warm welcome
on his return and hope that they would see a lot more of
him in the future.
BOOBY was then drawn, given this month by Mr. Storks
and won by Mr. Bob Russell, raising a sum of 6/. The
meeting was then closed at 8.15 p.m.
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Ramsgate Branch

a Buff and by the tenor of his reply to the Chairman's
welcome, he will soon pick up the threads of the Buff
heritage.
Major Worts, M.C., was a welcome visitor again, and also
R.S.M. Sharman from the Depot; thus we had the unique
pleasure and honour of entertaining three R.S.M.s of the
Regiment.
A few of our regulars were on holiday or maybe "spud
picking", or whatever is the vogue at Canterbury this time
of the year, and that reminds me that we are in the season
of tents, cricket, bunting and carnival once again.
Jerry Osborne and Gus Gilding gallantly make their
effort to attend our meetings, and we hear that our President
is making excellent progress since his return to horn from
hospital.
An apology was received from Colonel Argles, who
apparently persists in paddling in printer's ink with the
attendant worries (at the moment) of publication, and in
sympathy with his problems I had better terminate my notes
for this month.
The Branch greatly regret the passing of that wellknown
Buff, Colonel J. Crookenden, D.S.O. Many of us had served
under this officer and admired his many characteristics.
We offer our sympathy to the relatives.

Ladies' Guild
The Annual General Meeting of the above Branch was
held on the 3rd July at Willson's Road Drill Hall, and the
new Committee is as follows:—
Miss M. Cayley was reelected by, I am pleased to say, a
good majority. Mrs. W. Manger is our new Treasurer, and
Mrs. D. Joy (myself) Secretary.
I am sorry I cannot say much as to what went on as
regards the voting, as Mrs. Green and I were very busy
making "char", and we were complimented on a good brew.
(Thank you, ladies.)
This secretary business is a new experience for me, not
having done this kind of work before. I can only keep my
fingers crossed and pray that these notes will improve with
time. So please bear with me for a while.
We congratulate the Regiment on a wonderful turnout
on July 16th, when they received the Freedom of the
Borough. I and the local population are proud indeed of
The Buffs.
Instead of holding our meeting in June, we went for a
ride to Alkham Valley, and had a most enjoyable supper at
Wolverton Court. The weather being very kind to us, it
made the evening very pleasant.
That is all for this time.

BABU.

Canterbury Branch
In midJuly we held our official farewell party to R.S.M.
and Mrs. White. Socially this was a great success, for the
attendance of a good number of Ladies' Guild boasted our
patronage up to around the 90 mark. Norman Fisk ably
deputised for the Chairman, who was unavoidably absent,
and spoke appropriately of the good work and kindness
that Mr. and Mrs. White had bestowed upon the Branch.
Mrs. Argles was called upon to make the presentation of
a service of cutlery (which was suitably engraved and bore
the Regimental Crest), this being a joint symbol of appreci
ation from ourselves and the Ladies' Guild; and she in
turn became the recipient of a bouquet of flowers pleasantly
presented by Miss Fisk. Mr. and Mrs. White suitably
responded and then it was on with the show. We thank all
our guests for coming along; our own volunteers who
attended to the "chores", Mr. George and his good lady
for their efforts with the bar, and Bill Evans and Ernie
Chambers for their organising the show.
A few days after the above, we managed to fill a coach
with husbands and wives and proceeded to Ramsgate for
the great occasion of witnessing the grant of Ramsgate's
Freedom to the Regiment. The official version will no
doubt be quoted elsewhere—a month before these notes
appear, I'm afraid, so I will only harp on the social aspect.
It seemed to be enjoyed and appreciated by all of us—the
weather was on our side, and we had a grandstand view
of the full ceremony that did credit to our young soldiers
from the Depot. At the conclusion of the parade, we were
permitted to enjoy the hospitality of the Ramsgate Branch
at a large tea and spread. It was obvious that Ben Hogben
and his gang had done much to make this a real old Buff day.
Thank you, Ben, and thank you, Ramsgate, for a pleasant
day.
Nearly 30 of us had the pleasure of hearing the Chairman
bid welcome to Mr. Fairbanks at our meeting on the 24th
July. R.S.M. Fairbanks has come to us from The Queen's
Regiment to relieve Mr. White. Fortunately the Regiment
had an earlier call upon our new R.S.M., for he was initially

Sandwich Branch
The General Monthly Meeting was held at the Drill Hall
on Wednesday, July 1st, 1959, at 8 p.m. Major F. W.
Tomlinson presided and fifteen members were present.
After the usual moment's silence, the Minutes of the previous
meeting were read and confirmed.
Apologies were received from Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart
and Messrs. P. Harlow, J. Field, A. Bundock and W. Spicer.
SICK MEMBERS.—It was reported that Mr. A. Beecham
(present at the meeting) had been in Canterbury Hospital
for a month. He was making good progress and had just
started work again.
Mr. G. Burch had also been in the same hospital for one
month but was now home again but unable to start work
and is to take things easy for a while.
Mr. J. Castle is still at Margate Royal Sea Bathing
Hospital, having treatment which, we understand, is doing
him good, and he is making slow but good progress.
Unfortunately, we now hear, his wife is ill at home in bed.
A verbal message had been received from Mr. Castle,
thanking the Branch for their kind help and assistance.
We wish them all better health in the future.
BRANCH SOCIAL OUTINGS.—It was agreed to arrange with
the Medway Branch for a visit to their H.Q. for a Social
Evening on Saturday, September 19th, subject to the date
being confirmed.
R.A.F.A.—A visit to the Windsock Club was agreed also,
subject to confirmation.
ANNUAL BRANCH OUTING.—Notice was given that all
seats had been booked on the coach and that we were
looking forward to a pleasant day.
AUGUST MONTHLY MEETING.—In view of our meeting
night falling in the holiday week, and most of our members
will be busy or away, it was agreed to cancel the general
meeting and if necessary call a committee meeting.
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Brighton Branch
June was the month of our visit to Major and Mrs.
Milton's home for their Annual Cider Party to the Branch
members and friends. About 36 attended. Mr. Gould and
Mr. Billings came from London. It was good to see Mr.
Gould after such a long time, and to hear news of his sons.
Unfortunately the weather wasn't as kind as usual, for
rain came after tea.
Major and Mrs. Robertson brought Baby Anna, and Mrs.
Milton made a special chocolate cake for Anna, but there
seemed to be a few "Baby Boys" around who liked chocolate
cake as well.
We all thank Major and Mrs. Milton for a very delightful
afternoon, and all agreed that the cider was the best ever
tasted.
We had quite a successful evening, at our Barbeque
Dance, at Hassocks, and one feels that a very sincere vote
of thanks must be given to the following members, who so
generously give valuable prizes each time we hold a raffle.
We thank Mr. and Mrs. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Kinsey,
Mr. Peacock, Capt. Creswick, Major and Mrs. Robertson,
and Mr. and Mrs. Cathery. Also many grateful thanks to
our ladies, who did so much; Mrs. Carr, for choosing such
a variety of spot prizes; and Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Carr and
Mrs. Kinsey for the hard work they did that evening;
also Mr. Peacock and Master Cathery, who was a champion
ticket seller—very few, if any, got past him without putting
their hands in their pockets for cash.
On July 12th, the Sandwich Branch came to Brighton
for their outing, and our Secretary and his wife and Mr. and
Mrs. Carr and Mr. Peacock met them on their arrival here.
Our Secretary was pleased to meet Mr. and Mrs. Taylor,
and expressed how sorry we were. We did not know in
advance that they were coming, and it was not until he read
the Branch notes in The Dragon a few days before, that he
knew another Branch was visiting the town. Unfortunately,
it was too late then to make arrangements to entertain them.
We would have been only too pleased to have arranged tea
for them and had an hour or so together. Still, next time
I'm sure they will let us know well in advance. So often
we have asked other Branch Secretaries to try and visit
Brighton and to get in touch with us, so that we can arrange
a meeting and some form of holpitality. But we must know
in advance, as the R.E.'s Social Club where we hold our
meetings, would arrange for the club to be at our disposal,
but if it is a Sunday they must know a little beforehand, to
arrange for the bar to be open for us. So please, all Branches,
do try to come and visit Brighton, and let us know the date.
Four members and their wives had a very nice trip to
Ramsgate, when they attended the Freedom of Ramsgate
Ceremony. We were more than pleased to come, for the
Ceremony was most impressive, and the welcome we got
from Ben and Mrs. Hogben really made us feel the journey
was well worth it.
We would very sincerely like to thank the Ramsgate
Branch for their wonderful hospitality. We all enjoyed the
marvellous tea they provided for all their guests. We all
wished that we could have stayed longer and met other
members of the Branch, but the long journey home made it
impossible.
On July 20th was our monthly meeting, which was fairly
well attended. We were very pleased to welcome a new
member, Mr. E. R. Rich, of East Hoathly, Sussex. Mr. Rich
was in the 5th Battalion and was a P.O.W. in Poland. He
will be coming to the Remembrance Service with us, when
afterwards he hopes to meet one or two of his old comrades.
We were also very pleased to see Mr. Joe Richard. Joe
is not often able to make a meeting, but it is grand to see
him whenever he can come and join us.
Best wishes to all Branches and to the Regiment from all
our members.

5th Battalion
^HIS month sees the Bat
talion strength at no less
than 31 officers and 436
other ranks, and with these
encouraging figures the pros
pect of the Battalion Dinner
becomes a near certainty; the
projected date is in October
and we look forward to our
Honorary Colonel being pre
sent. June and July have
simply sped past and August
will see us fielding a full
strength detachment for the
CrossChannel swim. Since
the last full issue of The
Dragon, so much has happened that it is difficult
to know quite where to begin—changes and im
pending changes will make a convenient starting
off point.
Congratulations to Lieut. B. E. Simpson on his
appointment as the second Quartermaster. It is
reported that the constable making the customary
point in the wilds of Manston, did not recognise
the figure in peaked cap and badges of rank and
almost refused to let our T.A. Quartermaster over
the Monkton boundary! C.S.M. Rogers from
"S" Company succeeds Mr. Simpson as R.Q.M.S.
Congratulations also to 2/Lieut. M. d'A. O'Shea
on his appointment to a commission; he will be
serving with "A" Company at Ramsgate. Other
postings include, Captains Moulton and Daisy to
"B" and "S" Companies respectively. The im
pending departure of Major C. R. Robinson from
"S" Company, will mean the loss of another of our
founder members. He has our best wishes for his
new job, and grateful thanks for his sojourn at
H.Q. and "S" Companies.
Recently, approval has been given for the
appointment of a fulltime Administrative Officer
at Battalion Headquarters and Major R. J. S.
Morgan will be taking over those duties in Septem
ber. He will be succeeded provisionally by Captain
R. P. Wright at H.Q. Company. The cupboard
full of flies which has accumulated since the
departure of Captain John Grugeon will then be
formally unlocked—and Major Bill Dunglinson
can reach for his golf clubs with easy conscience!
Public appearances have been the order of the
day and detachments from the Battalion have
taken part in the Presentation Parade at Ramsgate,
Remembrance Sunday at Canterbury and in local
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H.Q. COMPANY
The pace continues to be brisk and at the rate we are going
at the moment the summer "recession" will be quickly over
and it will be time to think of dances, the Annual Adminis
trative Inspection and so on. Numbers attending drills
have fallen—as might be expected with seasonal employ
ment—but fresh recruits continue to swell our numbers and
the various empires continue to expand. The Band is now
well established and rehearses in the former gun shed on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Bibles were much sought after
recently, when no less than thirteen bandsmen were attested
on one evening!
The M.M.G. Platoon have fired at the Depot and twice
at Lydd; good weather attended all occasions and the
standard of shooting was very high.
On Mayor's Sunday at Ramsgate a strong detachment
from this Company, together with the Corps of Drums,
joined members of "A" Company for the parade and service.
The Corps of Drums were in very good shape and played
us to and from St. George's Church with great verve.
Another detachment took part in the Presentation Parade
at Ramsgate in July and the Company provided all the
duties in connection with the Reception afterwards.
New arrivals include Ptes. Beak, Hollins, Humphreys and
Weir, and we feel sure they will enjoy their stay with us.
Pte. Hollins has thus returned to the fold, having left us
earlier for the Regular Army. Congratulations also to Cpl.
Spragg on his promotion to that rank. We were sorry to
lose C.S.M. Sinclair on posting to "D" Company and also
to hear of his forthcoming departure.
Finally, we must take leave of our Company Commander,
who is handing over to Capt. Wright very shortly. Major
Morgan is to become the first Administrative Officer and
T.A. Adjutant and therefore will still be on the doorstep,
as it were.

able to carry out some quite useful training, notable among
which was the day that Lieut. Hollies took the Company
on to the Minster Marshes to learn the "leopard crawl" the
hard way. At least one volunteer, who shall remain name
less, found that he wanted a smaller battledress after that
day. The Company Commander, Major Balding, has been
very busy recently, training for the China Cup team that
will go to Bisley in July, and, we hope, show the 4th Battalion
how to shoot.
We are again very pleased to be able to welcome new
members to the Company—two ex1st Battalion men, Ptes.
Todd and Phillips, and two fresh to the Regiment, Ptes.
Turner and McGuire. We hope that their stay with us will
be a happy one and like so many others, that they will sign
on again when the time comes.
On Thursday, 11th June, we had a visit from the new
Brigade Commander, who had a few words to say with all
the N.C.O.s Sgt. Arthur Pottle, our green finger expert,
was soon chatting away in technical terms about moss and
the removal thereof. There was also a very senior member
of the Company that told the Brigadier that he was "... in
maternity". I wonder.
For the next month, drill will be taking first place in the
"musts" of training, in preparation for the 16th July, when
the Regiment will be given the Freedom of the Borough of
Ramsgate.
To close, it is felt that we must issue a word of warning
to road users throughout Thanet. Our C/Sgt., with a fast
ageing instructor, has forsaken his 1157s for "L" plates,
and if you meet him on the roads you may well ask—"Was
his journey really necessary ?".
Yet again we have been able to welcome additions to
the Company, although this month there are only two,
Pte. Pearlman, the father of one of our younger members,
and Cfn. Wilbraham, another "Bodger" who should prove
a useful member of the Company.
Against these, though, we have been very sorry to lose
both of our Captains, Capt. Daisy to "S" Company, and
Capt. Moulton to "B" Company.
Most of our training time this month was taken up in
various Battalion rehearsals and Company parades in
practice for the ceremony during which the Freedom of
the Borough of Ramsgate was conferred on the Regiment.
Although the Battalion detachment had only a small part
to play in the march past, it was well worth the effort, and
congratulations are due to those taking part. With the
Mayor of Ramsgate providing a tea for those troops taking
part, about 160 with the 1st Battalion Band, you can well
imagine how packed our small centre was. However, it was
most enjoyable and the drink very welcome. ,
In addition to the Freedom Parade, the Company has
been busy preparing for, and having its annual inspection
of small arms and vehicles by the R.E.M.E. Inspectorate
Team. Although first reports seemed to show that all was
well, perhaps it would be better, or wiser, to wait for official
report before patting anyone on the back.
As far as Lieut. Hollies has been concerned, the first week
or so of the month was the most worrying time of his
career. Preparing for the audit of accounts, he was seen on
one occasion to leave the Drill Hall, with account books
under his arm, muttering to himself, "I'll find that 4£d. if
my wife has to check all night!".

"A" COMPANY
With the coming of the summer holidays, parttime
evening work and unpaid overtime—spring cleaning—
attendance figures have fallen off. However, with an average
of 50% of the Company appearing on parade, we have been

"B" COMPANY
Flaming June and well worth its title! What weather it
would have been for Camp. For instead of Great Coats
Warm, it could have been Vests P.T. and Shorts. Of course,

Carnivals and Municipal Parades of one kind or
another. By far the most important engagement
this month, was the Sunday Band Concert at
Westwood, which was an unqualified success.
Mr. Becker, the Bandmaster, is to be congratulated
on the excellence of the performance and the fact
that we have a band at all is due to the keeness of
the bandsmen themselves, and above all to the
tremendous behindthescenes activity on the part
of the enthusiasts responsible for launching them
so well. On that occasion, the Commanding
Officer entertained the guests in the Officers' Mess
afterwards and it was nice to see Colonel Bence
and Majors Martin and Ransley. The Battalion
Warrant Officers and Sergeants, also entertained
their guests after the concert and so it was quite
a regimental occasion.
With all this activity the need to complete
classification on rifle or L.M.G., tends to be over
looked, the full complement of range days in
September and October have been booked and
there promises to be a brisk trade in both weapons.
J|C

*

*

*

*

*
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we must expect to go to Camp early to fit in with our men
who do seasonal work in the hotel trade. It makes us
wonder if "The Landlord" has found something to keep
him occupied in lieu of evening and weekend drills. He has
been seen on his scooter and now a larger sidecar attached,
made me wonder if he has been scouring the countryside with
a No. 1 or 2 cooker in search of a likely spot to commence
training existing and any likely recruits in the art of cooking.
Even L/Cpl. Parker drinks tea now; I think he is now taking
advantage of that one for the pot.
Shooting is now in full swing and good shooting has
been achieved despite the clouds which have a nasty habit
of loitering in front of the targets. Another thing one can
be heard deploring, and that is the absence of cows, milking
variety. I know whilst serving with the "Coast", lots of
time was spent chasing them out of Target Area, but now
you hear someone say, "where's the cows, they could have
done a lot of good work by eating the grass around the firing
points". Most of "B" Company were on parade when the
Brigadier paid his first visit; he seemed very pleased with
the training and gave us a good idea of what is expected.
of us on his next Inspection.
The P.S.I, is right into making cloth models now and seems
to have Town Planning at his finger tips, and for all those
who have not heard or seen Heme Bay, it would certainly
save them time and bus fare if they could call in at Victoria
Road. "No, Waders were not required in the High Street."
We have lost Bandsman Wallace to the Band and hope
to hear him beating time or rendering sweet music. We
welcome Pte. Olding, who carried out Recruit's Training
with us and enjoyed his stay so much, he asked for a "Free
transfer".
Will have to leave off now, wondering if the printers will
be back to give us another go at assisting to complete the
June issue of The Dragon.
"D" COMPANY
With Annual Camp behind us, we have now to face the
headaches of the year, "Annual Classification". This we
have already started and results so far are good, although
on our last visit to Lydden Spout range we certainly saw
one or two odd things, i.e., C.S.M. George Ballard drinking
lemonade, although Sgt. Smith i nforms me that he found
an empty GIN bottle after the range was cleaned. I under
stand an enquiry is being made as to why a certain member
of the Company chose to zero his rifle using battle sights.
Don't blush Mr. W
.
By the time these notes are read, we will have topped the
100 mark. Recruiting is really boosting these days. We
welcome all new members to the Company and hope their
stay with us will be a long and pleasant one. The C.O. has
offered £10 or a free trip to Germany with the 1st Battalion
for the person bringing in the most recruits during June.
Boy Watson (The Menace) has certainly made a fine start
with four on the 1st June.
The Sergeants' Mess is again open in "D" Company,
our best customer so far being Lieut. Talty, the M.O.
We hold social evenings every fortnight on Sundays. Any
member of the Sergeants' Messrs of course are most
welcome.
We must congratulate Sgt. Yarwood, Cpl. Savage and
L/Cpl. Fagg on their promotions.

(c) That Pte. Matthews will be getting a bill for using 500
rounds to zero his rifle with.
id) That the P.S.I, prefers to have his car washed down with
soda acid rather than water.
(e) That the C/Sgt. hopes to go on holiday in the near
future ! ! ! ! !
That's the lot from this end. We wish the best of luck to
all Buffs past and present, wherever they may be.

"S" COMPANY
On Saturday, May 9th, "S" Company were adopted by
the Borough Council of Deal. Wives had been informed
in advance that this day was set aside for T.A., and Saturday
afternoon shopping was definitely "Not On". In blazing
sunshine (for a change), "S" Company marched bravely
to the sea front headed by the Band of the Royal Marines,
who fielded no less than 60 musicians for the occasion.
A great number of spectators were present to see the Mayor
of Deal, Aid. J. A. Tapping, J.P., accompanied by our
C.O. and Company Commander, inspect the parade before
handing over an illuminated address containing the Borough
Council's resolution of adoption.
In his speech the Mayor referred to the great respect held
by Deal for its local T.A. Unit and left none of us in doubt
of their appreciation of our parttime services. Major
C. R. Robinson replied with an excellent speech thanking
the Mayor and Corporation and presented a plaque bearing
the Coat of Arms of Deal and The Buffs Crest, recording
the event.
After the ceremony, we marched past to the Regimental
March and the Mayor took the salute. Spectators included
General Sir Euan Miller, Brigadier J. B. Ashworth,
Brigadier King Lewis and the High Sheriff of Kent. The
Mayor afterwards entertained the officers and representatives
of all ranks, with their ladies, to tea. Meanwhile, tea was
served at the Drill Hall for families. Many thanks to C.S.M.
Rogers' great family of helpers.
The day wound up with a wellsupported all ranks' dance
at the Drill Hall.
Sgt. Dennis, R. G., has at last been presented with his
Meritorious Service Certificate. The Company Commander
presented it at the dismissal parade on a recent drill night.
It was felt that if we waited much longer for Sgt. Dennis
to be on parade at the same time as a General, he would
by then be a General himself, and we would have to start
looking for a suitable Field Marshal to make the
presentation.
Another afterdrill event occurred when the Officers
decided to entertain the Sergeants, since this could not be
fitted in at Camp. It is understood that a number of motor
cycles made their way home afterwards with no assistance
at all from their riders!

OVERHEARD IN THE CANTEEN

Training on recent Sundays has been range classification
and some excellent scores have been seen—many, we are
pleased to say, among the recently joined. We are looking
forward to our Support weapons firing days at Lydd ranges,
the first of which will be June 21st, and we hope to demon
strate that the lack of this type of training at Camp has not
i mpaired our former efficiency.

(a) That wedding bells will now NOT be heard at West
wood.
(b) That a certain Captain when asked how he had taken
to married life replied: "Wonderful—I don't know
how I managed before".

We welcome to the fold Ptes. Downer, Mackintosh
Lomax, Whitehall, Driver and Austin, the last named being
our caretaker, who so enjoyed coming to Camp with us
that he signed up on his return. We hope they all stay with
us for a long time.
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Widely Known
THROUGHOUT THE SERVICES
Hawkes have supplied Service uniform and equipment for nearly
two hundred years. But they are equally well known as civilian
tailors, modern in their methods, while traditional in their spirit.
Hawkes Department for Immediate Wear is the natural resort of
men who wish to maintain the Savile Row standard without undue
strain on their pocket.
 LOUNGE SUITS FROM £22.
© OVERCOATS FROM 19 GNS.
® SPORTS JACKETS FROM £11 GNS.

ALL UNIFORMS AND SERVICE EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED
For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will be gladly supplied on request

HAWKES of SAVILE ROW
Regimental Tailors to The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Established
1771

1 SAVILE ROW, W.l

(Telephone: REGent 0186)

KfflttOJUUG

(Telephone: Camberley 829)

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
TO SUIT
ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT

FRESH FROM THE
GARDEN OF

12a London Road, Camberley

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY

ENGLAND

4 ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
CANTERBURY

y 

wp*
.

Telephone: Canterbury 2543

Ask f o r f r e e b o o k l e t " P r o f i t a b l e
I n v e s t m e n t " — w i t h o u t obligation
of c o u r s e

Delicious Foods from
Foster Clark's of Maidstone, Kent, include:
CANNED FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
CUSTARD, BLANCMANGE, IELLIES,

ASSETS £31,000,000

BAKED BEANS, PACKET SOUPS
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BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS

The Badge of your Regiment . . .

Always choose the Best—

FREMLINS

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths &
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

'ELEPHANT'

ALES
FREMLINS LTD  MAIDSTONE & LONDON
The Buffs
Gold and Enamel
Home £7 0 0
Export £6 2 6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

JOIN THE
PAST AND PRESENT
ASSOCIATION
FOR

BLAZER BADGES

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers

of your Regiment. . .

formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.I
TELEPHONE: RECENT

OFFICIAL BADGE "THE BUFFS"
10/6

DEAKIN & SONS, Ltd.
Sun St. & Guildhall St., Canterbury

[ixl

J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
IMPORTERS AND BOTTLERS OF FINE WINES
FOR OVER 150 YEARS

By Appointment

To H.M. Queen Elizabeth II
Wine Merchants

LONDON

27 CLEMENTS LANE,

E.C.4

Telephone: MANsion House, 5301 (2 lines) & 7097

FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE, KENT

—78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: 66301

Delivery by our own vans in London, Folkestone,
Hythe, and many parts of the Home Counties.

Have YOU
a Printing Problem ?
then Solve it by ringing

CANTERBURY  2107

HARRY HALL
RIDING BREECHES
& JODHPURS
Evengtbtncj for 1Rt6tng
jftlabe to €>rber or &eatrHo=i!Iear
ibacfttng or ibunttng
Hartftt# (Canterbury) Htb.
14/16 ^>uu Street, Canterbury

Ipbone 2566

or by visiting the offices of

GIBBS & SONS
16 ORANGE STREET
CANTERBURY

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY GIBBS AND SONS, ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
THE

MAYFAIR

TAILOR

48 BROOK ST., MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.l.
(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

Castings for Industry

PLEASE ENLIST

Well-known in the shipbuilding,

A

NEW SUBSCRIBER

aircraft and other Industries, STONE'S
castings are also supplied to general
engineering firms — for whom an

TO "THE DRAGON"

excellent service exists. Castings of
all descriptions — in brass, bronze,

Originally Established 1896

and aluminium and magnesium alloys

Telephone 2785

— are produced under laboratory

FRANK J. SANGERS

control, with full machining facilities

(EX BUFF)

available if required.

English Butcher and Poulterer
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

Regular and prompt deliveries in this area
Purveyor of English Poultry only

114 NORTRGATE, CANTERBURY
[iil

Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.
(Greenwich 3277)

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND
(Gravesend 5247)

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E.

CAPTAINS—continued

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

Lewis, P. J. (Supernumpry)
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. .
Dendy, R. H

Yates, G. H. A.
Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath* B., M.C. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Cox, E. G., M.C. ...
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Court, D. N
Nash, J. P
Iliffe, R. O., M.B.E....
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
' Barrett, D. P. R.
Dent, J. E
MacDonald, E. W. ...
Semmence, R. G. H.
Squire, S. J., M.B.E.
Willows, D. A.
Thorneycroft, F. E. ...
Peckham, A. D.
Wilson, P. F., D.F.C.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.

Lees, H. D. ...
Grugeon, J. D.
West, C. T. F.
Ward, M. W....
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
Tennent, H. C. L. ...
MAJORS
Davison, J. H.
Baker, R. W. M.
H.Q., 50 Indep. Inf. Bde.
Edgecombe, G. J. B.
H.Q., Landenmark, Copenhagen.
D.A.Q.M.G.(Maint.) Eastern Command Lunn, J. M
H.Q. 6 Inf. Bde. Gp.
G.S.O.2 (Ops), H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
O.C., Depot.
4th Bn.
Lea, R.
Leave
Shephard, J. N.
Ghana Regt.
Williams, R. T. P.
2 Royal Malay Regt.
Reid, J. D. W.
5th Bn.
Dewar, C. M. C.
Ghana Mil. Forces.
White, J. J. ...
1st Bn.
Boucher,
S. M.
G.S.O.2, Nigeria Mil. Forces.
Cole,
P. E. ...
3 Royal Malay Regt.
B.M., 125 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
10 Para. Bn. (T.A.).
1st Bn.
Depot.
Tarver, H. N.
Army Air Corps.
1st Bn.
Mons O.C.S.

LIEUTENANTS

22 S.A.S.
Depot.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

... 1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS

CAPTAINS

Watts, E. H. F.. M.B.E.
Kille, W. E., M.B.E....
Catt, A. H.
Ransley, E. J., M.C....

Depot. H.C.B. Coy
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

French, B. G. J.
Griffin, C. J. ...
StratfordTuke, R. A. F.

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Adjt., 1st Bn.
School of Infantry, Warminster
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
H.Q., MidWest Dist.
1st Bn.
R.A.F., Middle Wallop.
Adjt., Depot.

O.C., Int. Corps Centre.
Leave.
O.C., 1st Bn.

...
...
...
...

Maj., Depot.
Maj., Depot.
Capt., 1st Bn.
Maj., 5th Bn.

ATTACHED TO 1ST BATTALION
CHAPLAIN:
MEDICAL OFFICER : Lieutenant J. T. Ireland, R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER: Major C. W. Brooke, R.A.P.C.

Short Service Commissions
LIEUTENANTS

MAJORS

O. i/c Records, Exeter.
Leave U.K.
Staff Capt. "Q", H.Q. Land Forces
Persian Gulf.
Nigeria Mil. Forces

Ford, B. N., M.C.
Carey, R., M.C.
Elliott, N. ...
Butcher. D. A. T.

Hodges, J. D., M.C....
Bois, H
BurnsThomson, N. F.

... Leave U.K.
... 1st Bn.
... Ghana Mil. Forces
QUARTERMASTERS

CAPTAINS
P.S.O.. H.C.B.

Fakley, J. F.

...
Stone, J. H., Major
Faulkner, G. T., Capt.
Shilling, W.G.. B.E.M., Lieut.
Rose, J. R., Lieut, ...
 Extended Service Officer

B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
B.A.O.R.
4th Bn.

National Service Officers
2ND LIBUTENANTS—continued

2ND LIEITTENANTS

ParryJones, O. J. C.
Lewis, R. C. ...
Gilchrist, A. D. B. ..
Cope, R. H. ...

...
...
...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

Gardener, E. A. J.
Poole, G, R. ...
Symes, P. W....

[iil]

... att. Para. Regt.
1st Bn.
... att. RIA.O.C.

4th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
CAPTAINS—continued
Howland, N. M.
White, C.
Winch, A. G. W., D.F.C.
Auld, C. W.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
MAJORS

Worts, J. B., M.C.
(Training Major)
Tilleard, J., T.D.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
Usher, J. A.
Medlicott, J. P.
Jarman, R.

LIEUTENANTS
Arnold, P. H.
Oliver, C. P.
Morlock, P. J.
Sayer, C. H.
Smallwood, P. J. C.

CAPTAINS

Whelan, P. M.
Boyle, C. P.

QUARTERMASTER

Rose, J. R., Lieut.
MEDICAL OFFICER

Cassidi, F. P., Major

R.A.M.C.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Brice, E. St. J.
Redfern, A. J.

Scott, A. J.
Johnson, R. F.

N.S. LIST
LIEUTENANTS

LIEUTENANTS—continued
Johnson, B. D. G.
Hills, A. M.
Daniel, O. R., A/Capt.
Wallace, W. R. D.
Neame, C. R. B.
Hardy, J. E.
Wells, N. S.
Cook, C. P.
Griffiths, W. G.

Browne, P. S.
5th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL

Col. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M.C., J.P., Ashurst Park, Tunbridge Wells.
CAPTAINS

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Baddeley, W. D.
Daisy, L. H. W.
Crowdy, R. E. L.
Wright, R. P.
Calvert, J. p. P.
Semmence, D. H.

GardnerThorpe, R. L., T.D.
MAJORS

Cobb, F. D. C., T.D. (2 I.C.)
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
(Training Major)
Neville, F. G., M.C., T.D.
Martin, F. H., T.D.
Robinson, C. R.
Balding, C. E. E.
Tuppen, R. C. G.
Morgan, R. J. S., M.C.

>

LIEUTENANTS

Quick, J. K.
Turner, G. P., A/Capt.
Moulton, J. S., A/Capt.
Freebairn, R. G.
Proctor, A. D. M.
Evans, P. V.

LIEUTENANTS—continued
Morris, D. H. F.
York. A. G.
Cathery, A. J.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
Catton, J. B.

LIEUTENANTS—continued

Plunkett, H. D.
Hollies, R. J.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Garnsey, G.
Dineley, G.
Court, C. G.
Gower, C. M.
N.S. LIST

QUARTERMASTER

Ransley, E. J., M.C., Major

LIEUTENANTS

MEDICAL OFFICER

Duckworth, M. W.
Mason, A. H.
Knight, D. C.
Gillett, S.

Staff and Command
Brig. R. F. Parry, M.C. ...
MajorGeneral R. W.
Col. J. G. Atkinson, O.B.E.
Craddock, C.B., C.B.E.,
D.S.O
D.M.O. War Office
Col. H. P. Williams, O.B.E.
Brig. F. W. B. Parry, C.B.E..
Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E.,
Deputy Comdr. Home Counties Dist.
A.DC.

Talty, S. K., Lieut., R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER

Joshua, D. W., Lieut., R.A.P.G
Deputy Comdr. Salisbury Plain Dist.
Chief of Staff (Col.) Federation Army.
Malaya.
Col. A/Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Brigade Colonel H.C.B.

TERRITORIAL ARMY

Col. G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., J P. (Training Colonel 133 Inf. Bde.) (T.A.)
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS

W.O.I (R.S.M.) Hannaway, R. G.
W.O. I (B./M.) Lynes, W.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Webb, C. R.
W.O.H (R.Q.M.S.) Day, S. J.
W.O.II Ellis, D. T.
W.O.II Floyd, P. J.
W.O.II Mannering, D. C.
W.O.II Lyons, B. J.
W.O.II Colyer, A.
W.O.II Mills, D. A.
W.O.II Bryant, A. E.
C/Sgt. CliftonSprigg,' H.
C/Sgt. Larkin, F.
C/Sgt. (D.M.) Simmonds, R. V. ,
C/Sgt. Vaughan, F.
C/Sgt. Adlam, R. J.

CISgt. Stokes, T. G. D.
C/Sgt. Stoakes, A. D. R.
C/Sgt. Cribben, R J.
C/Sgt. Kay, M.
Sgt. Histed W. A.
Sgt. Page, A.
Sgt. Wagstaff, A.
Sgt. Parker, E.
Sgt. Pooley, L.
Sgt. Munns, R.
Sgt. Winter, A.
Sgt. Wright, J.
Sgt. Hansen, T.
Sgt. Yuill, N.
Sgt. Haylett, R.
Sgt. Rodmell, F.

W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Sharman, R.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Kennard, C.
W.O.II (C.S,.M.) Champion, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Newman, P.
C.Q.M.S. Smith A.

C.Q.M.S. Diamond, R.
C.Q.M.S. Miller, C.
Sgt. Chinnery, J. A.
Sgt. Naylor, D.
Sgt. Parker, B.

PERMANENT STAFF

W.O. I (R.S.M.) Fairbanks, D.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Denny, F.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Gaskili, I. D.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Harris, F.
Sgt. Porter, J.
Sgt. Wood, R. J.
TERRITORIAL ARMY 

W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Harwood, E.
W.O.II (C.S.M. White, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Antrichan, G.

1st Battalion
Sgt. Bird, N.
Sgt. Lockwood, A.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Marsh, P.
Sgt. Williams, H.
Sgt. Adams, S.
Sgt. Athawes, H.
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Wood, G.
Sgt. Underbill J
Sgt. Coles, G.
Sgt. Speaight, P
Sgt. Kelly, F.
Sgt. McNeill, G.
Sgt. Marks, J.
Sgt. Barrell, J.
Depot The Buffs
Sgt. Parker, S. E.
Sgt. Coombs, A.
Sgt. Jephcott, J.

4ths,Battalion (T.A.) .
Sgt. Hall, Y.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Williams, E.
Sgt. Scott, G.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Percival, F.
Sgt. Cope, H.
C/Sgt. Trinkwon, A.
Sgt. Hazzard, E.
C/Sgt. Chidwick, E.
Sgt. Hunt, E.
C/Sgt. Wraight, S.
Sgt. Drury, F.
C/Sgt. Cole, L.
Sgt. Smith, C.
Sgt. Babbage, W.
Sgt. Noyes, H.
Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. Feaver, B.
Sgt. Allen, A.
Sgt. Cowles, P.
Sgt. Jones, K.
Sgt. Smith, W.
Sgt. Cherry, D.
Sgt. Packham, J.
Sgt. Housden, A.
Sgt. Eccles, A.
Sgt. Ellis, A.

ATTACHED

W.O.II Clay, A.S.,B.E.A#.(R.A.P.C.
W.O.II McCormick. S. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Gould, F. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Wallace, J. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Smith, J. (R.A.O.C.)
Sgt. Thompson, A. (R.A.E.C.)
S/I Norwood, G. (A.P.T.C.)
S/Sgt. Lumbard, J. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Arnold, J. (R.E.M.F.)

ATTACHED

S.S.I. Lett, P. (A.P.T.C.)
Sgt. Perry, A. C. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Lister, P. (R.A.P.C.)

Sgt. Waller, R. B.
Sgt. (D./M.) Pattenden, R.
Sgt. Gardner, A.
Sgt.. George, R.
Sgt. Bassett, C.
Sgt. Thompson, R.
Sgt. Shuman, J.
Sgt. Roberts, B.
Sgt. Collins, A. A.
ATTACHED

Sgt. Saunders, H. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Castie, G. (R.A.M.C.)
Sgt. Chambers, G. (A.C.C,)

PERMANENT STAFF

W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Green, F. J.
W.O.II Jephcott, H.
W.O.II Johns, P.
Sgt. Edwards, T. C.
Sgt. Streeter, E.
Sgt. Bffiett, S.W.
Sgt. Noy, A.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Simpson, B.
W.O.II, (C.S.M.) Rogers, W.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Lillicrap, S.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Gabriel, J.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Ballard, G.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Dunstall, A.

5th Battalion (T.A.)
Sgt. Bradford, R.
W.O. n (C.S.M.) Hurlow, R.
Sgt. Cozens, L.
W.O.II Sinclair, L.
C/Sgt. Bond, E.
Sgt. Dennis, R.
C/Sgt. Giles, J.
Sgt. Turner, E.
Sgt. Smith, S.
C/Sgt. Port, H.
C/Sgt. Winter, F.
Sgt. Kinnear, P.
Sgt. Ashby, G.
C/Sgt. Daisy, L.
Sgt. Kennett, A.
C/Sgt. Sayers, F.
Sgt. Stockdale, J.
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Morsman. W.
Sgt. Christian, W.
Sgt. Philpott, T.
Sgt. Overton, H
Sgt. Mauger, C.
Sgt. Pottle, A.
Sgt. Cummins, P.
Sgt. Joiner* W.
Sgt. Dennis, P.
Sgt. Mirams, D.
Sgt. Erridge, D.
Sgt. James, A. ,
Sgt. Barker, W.
Sgt. Isaacs, A.
Sgt. Todd, H.

Sgt. Burton, A.
Sgt.. Cooper,
Sgt., Johnson,Tk ,s...
Sgt. Whittall, S.
Sgt. Joy, H.
Sgt. Laird, G.
Sgt. (D.M.) Hill, J., B.E.M.
Sgt. Saffery, D.
Sgt. Cole, C.
Sgt. Carty, H.
ATTACHED

W.O.II Austin, A. (R.AvPiC.J
Sgt. Coffins, D. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. King, C. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Turner, R. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Ingmire,G. (R.A.M.C.)

Regimental Appointments
Chairman: Regimental Committee
Brig. F. W. B. Parry, C.B.E., A.D.C.
Executive Committee
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
Curator: Regimental Museum
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs1
> Lieut.Col. E. V. Argles
Executive Committee
Editor: The Dragon
Battalion Addresses
1st Battalion, British Forces Post Office 20
4th Battalion (T.A.), Leros T.A. Centre, Sturry Road, Canterbury
5th Battalion (T.A.), T.A. Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs

Beaneys ***

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
TO SUIT
ALL RANKS
PAST
AND PRESENT

THE BUTCHERS FOR THE
GARRISON SINCE 1921

HASTINGS AND THANET
BUILDING SOCIETY

22a MILITARY ROAD. CANTERBURY
TELEPHONE 2827

(EXBUFF)

You'll find us in Military Road

— 23 bus passes the door —

F. R. Beaney

AT YOUR SERVICE

4 ST. GEORGE'S PLACE
CANTERBURY

AT ALL TIMES
FOR

„ PHOTOGRAPHY

Lambert Weston & Son Ltd

Telephone: Canterbury 2543

106 Sandgate Road
FOLKESTONE

Ask for free booklet "Profitable
Investment"—without obligation
of course

Tel. 3037
Specialists in —

Portraiture  Commercial  Press 
Military Photography

ASSETS £31.000.000
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIOADIBR F. W. B. PARRY, C.B.E., A.D.C.

Secretary: LIBITT.COL. E. V. ARGLES.

BRANCHES
Branch

Secretary
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House*
Godfrev Walk, Ashford, Kent.
Mr. H.J. Scott, 1A Farnan Road, Streatham
London, S.W.16
Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue,
Dover.
Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.

1. ASHFORD

Chairman
Mr. A. Mills

I. LONDON

Mr. L. King

3. DOVER

Mr. T. Noakes

4. WEALD

Lt.Col. J. E. Clarke, M.I

5. MEDWAY

Mr. F. J. Cox

Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road,
Rochester.

6

SJTTINGBOURNE

Col. D. J. Dean,

Mr. J. Read, 3 Murston Road,Sittingbourne

7.

RAMSGATE

Mr. A. J. Bingham

Mr. J. R. Hogben, 189 St. Luke's Avenue,
Ramsgate
Major R. C. G. Tuppen, 112 Dane Valley
Road, Margate
In abeyance.
Major H. E. Chambers, 59 Hillside Avenue,
Canterbury
Canterbury 5118
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne
Bay
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent
Folkestone.
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich.

8. MARGATE

V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P.

Major W. T. Jarman

— HYTHE
9. CANTERBURY

Mr. R. Barham

10. HERNE BAY

Mr. F. Marsh

II. FOLKESTONE

Mr. W. Brunger

12. SANDWICH

Major F. W. Tomlinson

 FAVERSHAM
13. BRIGHTON

Capt. M. de J. Creswick

14. DENMARK

Major W. M. Iversen,

15. SOOTHEAST
DORSET

Major C. W. Warren

K.D., M.V.O.

In abeyance.
Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherfield Crescent,
Brighton.
Mr. P. BERENDT, Ostergade 22, Copen
hagen K.
Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham,
Weymouth.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall,
Newtown Road, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, The Prince
Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, 7.45 p.m.
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday in
each month, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, British Legion
Club, Southill Barracks, Chatham.
7.30 p.m.
First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Victoria Road, 8 p.m.
Fourth Friday in each month, Leros T.A.
Centre, Sturry Road, 8 p.m.
Second Monday in each month, British
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Second Friday in each month, T.A.
Drill Hall, Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
Third Monday in each month, R.E. Record
Social Club, The College, Ditchling Road,
Brighton, 8 p.m.
First Tuesday in months October—May, Res.
taurant Josty, Pile A116 14A, Copenhagen.
Third Thursday in each month, Wyke Hotel,
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m.

The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all 'who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1.
Annual Membership: Officers 51. Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/.

LADIES' GUILD
President: MRS. V. BOUCHER
Branch
1.

LONDON

Chairman
Mrs. M. E. Odell

2. DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3. FOLKESTONE

Mrs. Coote

4. MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5. SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

6. CANTERBURY

Mrs. E. V. Argles.

7. RAMSGATE

Miss M. Cayley

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, The Queen's
Head, 2 Marsham Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, 6.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month, Belgravc
Mrs. Wraight, 93 Markland Road, Dover.
Hall, Belgrave Road, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone. Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road, Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Gillingham, Kent.
Mrs. E. Farrington, 28 Commonwealth Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Close, Sittingbourne.
Mrs. U. H. B. Alexander, Little Acres, First Wednesday in each month, Leros T.A.
Centre, Sturry Road, 3 p.m.
Littlebourne, Canterbury.
Mrs. D. Joy. 17 Riversdale Road, Ramsgate. First Friday in each month. Drill Hall,
Willsons Road. 7.30 p.m.
Secretary
Mrs. M. J. Dalgleish, Woodville, Highwood
Hill, London, N.W. 7.
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SEPTEMBER, 1959

Editorial

T is sad to reflect that on the 14th October
The Dragon will cease to exist as the cap badge
of the Regular element of The Buffs. On that
day, the Home Counties Brigade badge will be
taken into use. There have been changes before,
and four hundred years of tradition are a firm
foundation for the new order. The T.A. personnel
will continue to wear the Dragon, so that it will
not be completely lost as a cap badge.
*

*

*

The Indian and Kent cricket teams were enter
tained in the Officers' Mess on the first evening
of their match. These invitations to overseas
teams playing at Canterbury are, we are glad to
know, much appreciated. We in our turn are glad
to meet them at these gatherings.
*

*

*

The Regimental Cricket Week at the Depot in
1960 will take place from 21st to 26th June. Major
E. G. Cox has asked that we make this early
announcement, and would be glad to hear from
those who would like to play.
*

M

*

*

Personalia

AJOR F. de R. Morgan has been selected
for appointment as D.A.Q.M.G.Q. (A.E.) 2
at the War Office with effect from the end
of January next year.
*

*

*

Lieut.Col. J. E. King, having reached the age
limit, has relinquished the appointment of Recruit
ing Officer at Canterbury. His uniformed Service
has extended over fortyone years.

Price: One Shilling

2/Lieut. K. L. Griffiths has left the 1st Battalion
on completion of National Service. He goes up to
Cambridge in October, where we wish him well.
*

*

*

Congratulations to Mr. Jonathan Maiden, son
of Captain and Mrs. Sydney Maiden, on his
marriage this month to Miss Jane Godden.
*



*

The engagement is announced of John, second
son of MajorGeneral H. de R. Morgan and the
late Mrs. Morgan, to Alison, youngest daughter
of MajorGeneral Geoffrey Raikes and the late
Mrs. Raikes.
*

*

*

Mrs. Gould's daughter Janine recently gave
birth to a daughter (Florence) at Ciboure; she
already has two small sons.
Hi

*

Hi

The engagement is also announced between
John, only son of Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Bone, of
Beckenham, and June, only child of the late Mr.
F. M. Redfern, of Dorking, and of Mrs. Cox, and
stepdaughter of Major E. G. Cox.
*

*

*

Mr. H. W. Bailey, exSergeant, writes that he
has recently joined the London Fire Brigade.
Ht

*

*

We understand that Colonel L. S. Howard
Smith has now returned home from hospital. We
hope that his recovery will continue, and that no
operation will be necessary.
*

Hi

*

We have heard from Lieut.Col. G. F. Hamilton,

M.C., giving us his new address, which is 1 High

Street, Cricklade, Wilts., and also from Captain
L. P. Causton, M.C., whose new address is Lawn
End, Park Road, Winchester, Hants.

THE DRAGON

Obituary
MR. F. J. ABBOTT (No. 6335511, C.S.M.)
HE death took place on Wednesday, 27th
August, of Mr. F. J. Abbott (affectionately
known as Jack), late C.S.M. in the 5th
Battalion.
He enlisted in 1917 into the Royal West Kents,
serving first from August, 1918 to April, 1919
with the B.E.F. in France, and from November,
1919 to October, 1922 in India, being discharged
in December, 1922 on Reduction of Establishment.
He was wellknown between the wars as a
member of "D" Company, 4th Battalion T.A. at
Dover, serving nearly 16 years up to the outbreak
of war in 1939. On the reforming of the 5th
Battalion, he was promoted C.S.M. and proceeded
overseas with the B.E.F. in April, 1940, being
taken prisoner the following month. He was
discharged in May, 1945 on Reenlistment into the
T.A. (Buffs).
Medals: British War and Victory Medals,
191418; 193945 Star; T.A. Efficiency Medal.
Altogether he had nearly 29 years' military
service and in between his T.A. service worked for
the Dover Corporation. He had not been in
robust health since his days as a P.O.W., but
continued to work until the Monday before his
death, always showing great courage.
He was a member of the Dover Branch, Past
and Present, but because of bad health was not
able to attend regularly. Jack will be sadly missed
in Dover by the Branch and especially by the
Dover Corporation Sports Club, for which he did
so much great work.
To Mrs. Abbott and family we offer our deepest
sympathy.

"Against Teutonic Jack Boot
Not one whit was he unbent.
His mettle was of sterner stuff
Than the 'ruddy square head' in a huff,
Barking—'Englander'—'Raus' or 'Appell;
For his master card against German suit
Were his home White Cliffs around Elms
Vale,
And a robust smile as befitted a Buff
Enhanced his heritage of a Man of Kent!"
BABU.

T

*

#

*

AN APPRECIATION

Mr. Abbott belonged to that exclusive but loyal
part of our Regimental family—a long term N.C.O.
and W.O. of our Territorial Battalions.
Although I knew of him as a "towny" through
out the years, I did not come to learn of his great
keenness for the Regiment and his cheerful solid
character under adverse conditions until I met him
under P.O.W. conditions in Germany. I arrived
the worse for wear, having been sleeping (and
living) rough for about three months, but Jack soon
put things right for me and many more fellow
"Kreiges".
He was a cofounder of the exclusive Buff Club
in Stalag 383 and prominently assisted in all camp
sports and welfare projects.

*

F

*

*

British Legion

ROM many letters received at British Legion
Headquarters, it would appear that their
Overseas Wreath Laying and Photographic
Service is still not widely known. The service en
ables relatives of the fallen to obtain photographs
of individual headstones, memorials and cemeteries,
and to have Poppy Wreaths placed on graves or at
memorials when desired. At present more than
3,000 wreaths are placed each year at the request
of relatives, and a similar number of photographs
is obtained annually.
If you know of a relative to whom this service
could render some comfort, he or she may obtain
full information regarding the service by writing
to British Legion Headquarters, Pall Mall, London,
S.W.I.
*

*

*

Christmas Cards, 1959

T

HE Regimental Christmas Card for 1959 is a
reproduction of the picture "2nd Division
Camp at Sevastopol", in colour. The picture
is on the outside of the card with the Regimental
Badge and words of greeting on the inside. No
fly leaf and no ribbon. The cost of the card with
envelope is 9d. each.
There are also available some of the 1957 cards,
which was a coloured reproduction of the picture
"The interrogation of a Russian prisoner". These
cards are not dated, and have the picture on the
inside fly leaf with the Regimental Badge and
ribbon on the outside. These are being sold at
6d. each, with envelope.
There are also the plain greetings card, as in past
years, at 3d. each.
Orders should be sent with remittance to the
Administrative Officer, Depot The Buffs.
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THE DRAGON

Round East Kent
by The Tout
THE THIRD DAY PROBLEM
[This article was written in August, but was delayed
in publication owing to the printing dispute.—Editor.]
AST season, the Kent County Cricket Club
received £3,819 as its share of Test Match
profits and a donation of £3,000 from its
Supporters' Club—and it still could not make ends
meet, showing a loss of £159 for the year. This
year the machinery of the Supporters' Club has
been tuned up for a super effort and its minions
are touting every corner of the county with their
raffle and sweepstake tickets. Noone who has ever
tried to sell anything—particularly for another's
gain—will envy them their task.
These industrious individuals are in fact charity
workers, their aim being to raise money for a
donation, and one may well ask whether it is right
that a commercial concern like a county cricket
club should rely for its sustenance on a charitable
organisation. The answer, I suppose, is that if the
cricket club has such devited adherents to its
cause, then by all means let them go ahead, but it
would also seem bad policy to draw on that
devotion, which after all cannot be bottomless,
unless the club itself makes every possible exertion
to balance its books. The question is: does Kent,
and every other county which would flounder in
the red without charity, really draw the crowds it
can?
County cricket has become such a favourite
target of those who term themselves sports reporters
that a man going out to bat must feel that he is
Aunt Sally herself, and I believe it is true to say
that noone is more conscious of the need to make
the game attractive than the players themselves—
and considering that their living depends on it,
this is hardly surprising. Certainly they have
enough artificial stimulants to induce them to get
on with it: bonus points for fast scoring, a prize
for the fastest individual hundred, another for the

L

fastest team 200, and high reward for the side that
can force an outright win. Recent instructions
about covering the wicket give further encourage
ment to the man who wants to have a go.
From all accounts, Kent have taken the hint in
a big way and have been scoring runs with an
abandon which would put many a village green
to shame. With Colin Cowdrey in full flow, there
have been large crowds on the opening days, and
he has certainly been giving them their money's
worth. But how many have seen the real excite
ments of the season, Middlesex's hairbreadth win
at Lord's and Kent's storming finish against
Glamorgan at Dartford? Very frequently, expenses
on the third day exceed the gate money taken—and
this surely is the crux of the problem, for if Kent
could lure more people to the final, climacteric day's
play, interest in the game would be keener and the
attendance higher on the other days as well.
Take the Hampshire match, for instance. No
one, not even a beneficiary, could complain of the
attendance at the St. Lawrence ground on the first
two days of the last three matches—and it is fair
to assume that at least half the people there had
come to watch the cricket. They saw two rather
staid and unexceptional days' play on each
occasion. But on the third day, in every instance,
the game really woke up and there were three
thrilling finishes with the issue in doubt until the
last five minutes—in one case until the last ball of
the match. Everyone who saw these finishes
wanted to see Kent play again—but there were very
few of them, perhaps an eighth of the crowd on
the Bank Holiday or Saturday. The players
provided the climax and the spectators—or rather
the lack of them—made it an anticlimax.
There are two reasons why people do not watch
county cricket on the last day. One is that play
is usually scheduled to end early to allow the
players time for travelling to the next match. The
other is that the game may end long before the
scheduled time or fizzle out in deadlock. Though
the county captains have made the latter outcome
refreshingly rare, noone plans a day off to see
the end: the risks are too great.
The remedy, surely, is for the counties to
guarantee a full day's entertainment (weather
permitting) on the third day. This would entail
playing a bye if the match ended early. The time
before seven o'clock would be converted to a set
number of overs, half of which would be allotted
each side for its innings, and the fall of each wicket
would be penalised by the deduction of so many
runs. But it should not be a mere slap and tickle
knockabout—the clowns' union might object—and
this is where the bonus system could be employed.

H791
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THE DRAGON

1st Battalion

W

E were taken for a ride
on a tank and then had
a rest. That could sum
up the month's activities for
the majority of us, although
some would disagree that
they've had anything like a
rest for the last fortnight.
Our major outing this
month was to Soltau, where
for ten days with "B" Squad
ron The Royal Scots Greys
we practised infantry tank
cooperation, both military
and social. Soon after the
August Bank Holiday we set
out for Soltau on a rainy day, and after a mono
tonous run up the autobahn arrived at our camp
site in a fir wood, to find that the advance party
Captain "Moggy" Catt and his staff and a detach
ment of "C" Company—had pitched all the major
tentage. The rain made life a little damp in a tent,
but at least it laid the surrounding acres of dust
and never interfered sufficiently to make our
training uncomfortable. For what was left of the
first week, we rode about on tanks and carried out
company/squadron exercises, while the Assault
Pioneers made hideous "noisesoff" with slabs of
gun cotton. The weekend was peaceful for some,
while the others (mainly grass widowers) spent
Sunday describing the night life of Hamburg as
witnessed early that morning. The second week
was taken up with two battalion exercises with
"B" Squadron The Greys—one which we ran
ourselves and one which was run for us by Brigade
H.Q. Each lasted over 24 hours and we must have
knocked out the remaining two squadrons of The
Greys, who acted as enemy, several times over.
Even R.S.M. Hannaway had "fried tank for break
fast, Sir". The second exercise was watched by
the Divisional Commander, MajorGeneral G. C.
Hopkinson, D.S.O., O.B,E., M.C., whose helicopter
added interest to the exercise. He and the Brigadier,
after some pertinent remarks about infantry tank
cooperation in general and the Signal Officer's
watch in particular, lunched in the Officers' Mess
tent immediately after the exercise ended—a well
qfganised feat by the Mess staff, most of whom had
ai&d been on the exercise. The following day camp
w2&%ruck in record time and we batted back down
the autobahn for home.

Since then, we've heard little but the cry "No,
he's on leave". However, it's doubtless well
deserved. For the remainder, there's been a junior
N.C.O.s' Cadre, some rifle shooting, some camping
near the Mohnesee and a basketball league.
Our cricket pitch is now being reconverted into a
rugger ground and the last game of the season was
a match between the Officers and the W.O.s and
Sergeants. The Officers batted first and made 151.
The Adjutant made his largest score for a long time;
the C.O. got a straight one, very early on, from
Sgt. Adams, who left the Battalion the following
day! The W.O.s and Sergeants totalled 99, which
included an excellent knock by C.S.M. Colyer and
two enormous sixes by Sgt. Lockwood. The usual
form of refreshment took place afterwards in the
W.O.s' and Sergeants' Mess.
The Officers held a dinner night in Mess recently
to "dine out" Captain Hugh Tennant, who goes to
Brigade H.Q. as G.S.O. 3 next month; Captain
John Ireland and 2/Lieut. John ParryJones, who
both leave the Army shortly; and Captain Mike
Ward, who has left us for the School of Infantry.
The last was presented with the original Bachelor's
Cup, of which he is now the second winner (we
are glad to know that it may be further competed
for). We feel that there will be a large gap caused
by Captain Ward's departure! (by the afternoon
train after a lunchtime noggin in the W.O.s' and
Sergeants' Mess); he had served continuously in
the Battalion for five years, which is almost a
record these days, and we will miss him, and his
enthusiasm for anything connected with shooting,
at which he was our local pundit and mainstay.
Another sad departure was that of Bandmaster
Sharpe. Nine years our Bandmaster may not be a
record, but from his earliest days with us he has
been a byeword for his personal skill with our
Band and we cannot thank him enough for his work
and ever present cooperation on all occasions.
We wish him, and Mrs. Sharpe, the best of luck
at Kneller Hall. His successor is Bandmaster
Lynes, lately of The Queen's, and we hope his stay
with us will be long, happy and successful.
Incidently, it's very pleasant to have the Band back
with us after their tour of East Kent.
We welcome 2/Lieut. Emanuel Sotomi of The
Queen's Own Nigeria Regiment, who is attached
to us for six weeks between a series of courses in
England and his return to Nigeria.
We apologise for an omission in last month's
editorial. Lieut. Maurice Dewar has always had a
bent towards lawn tennis. In the B.A.O.R. Lawn
Tennis Championships in July he and 2/Lieut. Bob
Cope were unfortunately knocked out early in the
Regimental Doubles by the eventual winners;
however, he with another partner won the Open
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Doubles and was runnerup in the Singles. He was
selected for the B.A.O.R. team for the Army
Championships at Aldershot at the end of July,
and if he did not win there at least he got to Canter
bury Cricket Week, which is more than any other
officer in the Battalion did, fair or foul!
STOP PRESS NEWS FROM THE LEAVE FRONT.—

Lieuts. Simon Boucher and Peter Cole have
signalled that they have reached Gibralter in the
latter's car, thus winning their bet of a bottle of
bubbly off the SecondinCommand, who reckoned
the car was not up to it.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
Since our last notes we have spent ten days training at
Soltau working with the Royal Scots Greys. This was a
most entertaining and successful period. We all learnt to
our cost that exhaust pipes get hot, but at the end of the
ten days we could climb on and jump off tanks in our sleep.
Our Company was frequently vanguard company on
exercises and covered a lot of ground on foot to clear the way
through close country for the tanks. It was a most energetic
time, but everyone agreed that it was the best ten days'
training we have had in Germany.
The Colour Sergeant did sterling work with the aid of his
cookhouse staff and the meals were frequently up to the
standard of the Savoy. In the evenings he and his team
cooked and sold suppers which were a great success, and
they did a roaring trade.
The Company Canteen was well run by L/Cpl. Edwards
and it was particularly popular on the last night of the camp.
Judging by the number of empty bottles and fragile heads
the following morning a good time was had by all.
We have already said farewell to 5716 group, who are now
civilians again, and also we shall soon be saying it to 5717
group, who will go very soon. We wish them all the very
best of luck and thank them for the hard work and the great
spirit they have shewn while they have been in "A" Company.
A Company party was held on the 22nd August to say fare
well to the departing drafts. Vast quantities of beer dis
appeared during the evening, and both guests and hosts
had a merry time. A certain amount of blackmail is pending
since a tape recording was made of the many songs that
were sung by the guests.
We would like to welcome the newcomers to "A" Com
pany and we hope that their stay will be a happy and
profitable one.
At the moment we have several contenders for the Army
Certificate of Education 3rd Class, and soon we hope to be
able to report of their victories in this field. Meanwhile, we
keep our fingers crossed for them. In the near future we
are sending twelve members of the Company to Haltern with
H.Q. Company in the hope that they may improve their
shooting and qualify for more pay as a result.
We would like to congratulate the Battalion Patrol teams
who won the 4 Div. Patrol Competition, and also our
friends of The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, who came
second.
We have said farewell to Pte. Costin, who has left us to
serve with H.Q. 4 Div. as a batman. We wish him the very
best of luck in his new job.
We finish our notes with the threat of P.E. Tests hanging
over our heads. We hope that we do not have to report
too many broken arms, legs and bodies next month.

"B" COMPANY
For the Company, I suppose our ten days at Soltau have
been this month's highlight. For the majority of No. 5
Platoon it was their final fling in the field. We all learnt
something about tanks, even if it was only how hot the
exhaust pipe could get if you sat on it. The C/Sgt. is now
an expert at cooking on the move, and Sgt. Winter now
realises that the evening meal need not necessarily be in the
evening but can appear any time before daylight, after
which it becomes "breakfast".
L/Cpls. Haslam, Smith, Roberts and Jordon are now on
the Battalion N.C.O.s' Cadre, of which 2/Lieut. Tarver is
the assistant instructor. They will doubtless find it hard
work, but we all hope they enjoy the course, and achieve
much. The opportunity to do so is certainly there.
Captain Baker and 2/Lieut. Gilchrist have both turned
schoolmaster for the last ten days and are running a 3rd Class
Education Cadre. In spite of several anguished cries of
"Sir, I couldn't pass the exam, in a thousand years", I feel
that the effort of both the class and the instructors will have
proved worth while.
We have also been brushing up on our weapon training,
prior to sending a party off to classify with H.Q. Company
at Haltern on the 31st August.
Congratulations to Cpl. Cleaver on his promotion to that
rank. This month we have lost L/Cpl. Buries, our invaluable
storeman, and Ptes. Faulkner and Henning to the clutches
of "Civvy Street". We wish them all the very best, and
thank them for their good work while they have been with
the Company.
In the newlystarted Basket Ball League our Company
"A" Team beat the "A" Team of another rifle company,
who out of the goodness of our hearts shall remain nameless,
by the almost fabulous score of 98 points to 8.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
"The rain in Spain keeps mainly to the plain . . . . "
However, on August 5th it chased us from Dortmund,
caught us at Hannover, and thoroughly damped our spirits
on the first day or two of the Soltau vacation! After an
arduous journey of seven hours we arrived at our destination,
a rather remote wooded spot, bidden amongst, behind and
up the trees we found No. 9 Platoon, who had arrived on
the previous day in the role of advance party. They had
erected several tents, and must be congratulated upon giving
the appearance of having worked hard. None the less, a
cloud of depression hung over us. The rain continued, more
tents and bivouacs had to be pitched, ground levelled, and
trenches dug.
The morning brought showers, but also a mixed feeling of
anxiety and anticipation. Why?—The tanks! For some,
that afternoon was to be the first fearful encounter. How
ever, some of us had briefly met our respective crews at
Munster. But on that occasion it had been a concrete road,
now it was a wide expanse of sand broken only by solitary
trees and bushes, and backjarring bumps. So much so,
that many, rather surprisingly, preferred to walk than to
roast on the rear of the tanks.
The basic idea of jumping on and off quickly was soon
mastered, and within a day we had graduated to platoon
and company attacks with the assistance of The Greys.
Though these attacks were carried out with a certain amount
of enthusiasm, they proved both confusing and misleading
on account of the lack of blank ammunition. Nevertheless,
the final assault, under cover of smoke put down ably by
the C.S.M., was most impressive.
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The weekend was a very welcome rest. Some made use
of the available transport to Hohne and Soltau, while , the
less energetic remained in camp, taking life very easily, in
preparation for what was to be a hard week ahead.
Two similar exercises, both lasting overnight, were carried
out, with a day of rest in between. They took the form of
the Battalion advancing to contact with the tanks, fighting
back any resistance, and finally taking up an overnight
defensive position. Unfortunately, "C" Company did not
have the luck to encounter much in the way of enemy.
The main achievement was when No. 8 Platoon knocked
out four tanks, engaged on a dawn attack, without a shot
being fired! Well done!
Nevertheless, it was not only in the field that we gave vent
to high spirits. On two occasions we invited over No. 3
Xroop of "B" Squadron The Greys for what turned out to
be very sociable evenings. Here Cpl. Gill is worthy of
mention;. his untiring efforts in the beer tent were much
appreciated.
August 14th saw us back in Dortmund, and very glad to
be back. Even the return journey had its adventures.
Lieut. ParryJones was once again involved. This time no
one got lost; just a matter of rather rapid fuel consumption!
There is now a brief lull in the training programme;
this lasts until the end of September. Meanwhile, the days
pass quickly and quietly. A.C.E. 3rd Class and Basketball
occupy most people, others train for football and boxing
every afternoon. And for the rest, including Major Griffin
and Lieut. Cole, it is a wellearned leave. The Colour
Sergeant is engaged at the moment in collecting the kit of the
ten outgoing members of the Company, and also looking
forward to his spell off duty.
This month we welcome L/Cpl. Horton to the Company
and say farewell to Sgt. Pooley and Ptes. Smith and Fuge,
who have joined the M.T. Congratulations to Cpl. Gill on
his promotion, and to L/Cpls. Beaumont, Knight, Terry and
Mowbray, who with L/Cpls. Morton, Horton and Stevens
are undergoing an N.C.O.s' Cadre. We wish them the best
of luck.
And that, with hardly a cloud in the sky and the sun
shining brightly, brings us to the end of what has, in
retrospect, been an energetic and at times exasperating
month.
*

*

*

"D" COMPANY
On August 5th the whole Company set forth in the Bat
talion convoy for Soltau, where we were to spend ten most
enjoyable days training with The Greys. The subalterns
of the Company took their cars and made their own way,
and from the number of times they were seen parked, it was
a very slow way!
On most of the exercises the AntiTank and Assault
Pioneer Platoons acted as enemy. They were wiped out on
many occasions but were always resurrected by some kind
umpire to fight another day. Some of the "noises off" made
by the Assault Pioneer Platoon were most effective and a little
alarming. Sgts. Yuill and Lockwood walked many miles
with a 31 Set on their backs whilst acting as M.F.C.'s
supporting the many Company attacks.
i We offer our congratulations to the following on their
wellearned promotion:—Sgt. Anderson, Cpl. Knight, Cpl.
Worthy, L/Cpl. Marshall and L/Cpl. Lippett.
This month we say au revoir to/Captain Ward, who after
many years gives up his appointfnent as W.T'.O. and goes
to Warminster; and to Sgt. Adams. 'Sgt. Adams has been
a tower of strength, not only in the AntiTank Platoon, but
in the Company as a whole, and we shall miss hearing his

cheerful Irish voice about the place. However, our loss is the
4th Battalion's gain. In his place we welcome Sgt. Haylett,
who is at present busy learning about the Mobat prior to
going to Netheravon.
Pte. Ellis has left us for civilian life and we wish him all
the best and send our sympathy to him and his family on
the sad loss of his father, which occurred just before he left
for home.
Lieut. Bois has put on his mortar board and gown and
become the Company Schoolmaster. He is busy trying to
get as many as possible through the 3rd Class Certificate of
Education.
Next month, most of us go to Haltern to fire the annual
classification courses using the new S.L.R.; so here's hoping!
*

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.
Once more the time has,come for me to write some notes.
The main point of interest during the past month has been
the training held at Soltau. This H.Q. was there in mind,
body and soul, ably led by the Company Commander. The
food of the Company was well prepared and cooked by
Cpl. Young and Pte. Holt, with the C.S.M. hovering (not
flapping) in the immediate vicinity. The storemen, Ptes.
Harris, Bell and Tullet, all worked hard, not only in the
stores, but in the cookhouse. Nor must we forget Pte.
Young, the new Company Runner; at Soltau he was jack
ofalltrades; his most excellent work started in the evenings,
opening beer bottles!
One of the rare occasions happened there too; the C.S.M.
wore denims and battle order (phew!) when he commanded
a section of the "odd bods" of Grey Force acting as enemy
to the Battalion. Here we must mention the Bren gunners,
Ptes. Budman (Drums), Dunlop (Q.M.) and Holman (M.T.);
also the Rocket Launcher team of Ptes. Burvill and Harris.
Yes, the M.T. and Company H.Q. were out as Infantry
and helped the Royal Scots Greys "C" Squadron to inflict,
we think anyway, heavy casualties on the Battalion.
During the month, the Company Clerk, L/Cpl. Bell, went
away for ten days' leave, touring Austria and Italy.
Apparently he enjoyed his leave. The Company Commander
soon followed in his footsteps, to Austria at least, for his
ten days' leave.
Lastly, congratulations to Sgt. Mahoney, in the M.I.
Room, and to L/Cpl. Harris, in the Stores, on promotion
to those ranks.
*

*

*

SIGNAL PLATOON

After our success in the Basketball Competition by beating
the M.T. 30—20, the Platoon is widening its sporting
achievements.
Congratulations to Sgt. Barrell and L/Cpl. Small on their
promotions—the latter is now attending a Unit N.C.O.'s
Cadre with L/Cpl. Keeler. L/Cpl. Keeler had been working
very hard to find a reason why he shouldn't attend this
cadre, but unfortunately he failed.
We welcome Pte. Thompson back to the Platoon after
an absence of some months.
At Soltau, the Platoon enjoyed the exercises, Pte. Dane
proved that he can handle a tank, and the Signal Sergeant
proved he could locate line faults—even if they are only 100
yards long. We look forward to Brilon with interest!

THE DRAGON
QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT

Apart from the hustle and bustle of conveying tents and
camp stores to and from Soltau for Battalion Training, little
has occurred to disturb the tenor of this department, and
the normal routine has been peacefully followed with the
occasional light interludes, such as sending a tenton truck
to collect a rifle magazine from O.F.P.
The majority of the staff have been, or are in the process
of, proceeding on some wellearned leave, and the R.Q.M.S.
and his good lady have departed to sample the delights of
sunny Italy. He celebrated his departure by a demonstration
of his powers of decentralisation by leaving a clear desk!
Cpl. Suckling, having taken over the duties in connection
with G1098 stores, has also found himself in need of a well
earned rest. The Q.M. and L/Cpl. Simpson have no fewer
than four offices between them now and quite often collide
with one another when rushing from office to office. How
ever, "umbrellas" continue to be put up and "Q" Adm.
Instructions amendments to pour forth, much to the dismay
of the C.Q.M.S.'s.
Cpl. Suckling also celebrated his departure for leave by,
at the last moment, submitting a huge indent for paint in
readiness for the forthcoming annual Adm. Inspection.
It has been presumed, from correspondence received from
our opposite numbers in the 4th and 5th Battalions, that
those worthy gentlemen have all been enrolled into a nudist
colony and that, as they now have no clothing to contend
with, the respective Q.M.s have been placed on the halfpay
list.
The Pioneers continue to render yeoman service with
their paint, splashing of, taps, mending of, and drains,
unblocking of. In connection with the latter operations,
they are fast becoming rivals to the firm of Gillette. They
are, alas! soon to lose their boss, who is bound for higher
realms.
We are missing our "tiny" Accommodation Stores
Sergeant, who has been on leave for some time, but is soon
to be back, much to friend Button's dismay (he has had
"leave" in barracks during Sgt. Wright's absence!).
It is to be hoped that our regular scribe is back in time
for the next submission of notes, and that he will duly hand
over the job in full detail to his successor.
THE DRUMS

First of all this month we must congratulate Cpl. Ward
on his promotion to Sergeant.
Half of the Corps of Drums have returned from a spot of
leave in U.K. and we are now settling down to some serious
practice for the Massed Bands show at Herford next month.
The DrumMajor had a crafty ten days with the Band at
the Depot, taking part in the Gillingham Army Display,
and the Depot "At Home".
We offer a hearty welcome to Pte. Jarman on joining our
ranks, and the best of luck in their civvy employment to
Morey and Swan, who leave us early next month.
Brown is in training for pugilistic competitions, and others
are increasing their knowledge at the education department.
WHISTLETAP.

P.R.I, AND MESSING STAFF
The main event of the month has been Battalion Training
at Soltau. The P.R.I. and Messing Staffs combined for this
and travelled up as part of the Advance Party with cricket
bats and sacks of flour, footballs and cans of custard cheek
by jowl. Sgt. Athawes calculated the weight of the rations

to be 12i tons and certain fatigue parties rather approved
his figures. S.Q.M.S. McCormick and Pte. Harvey ran the
ration stores, at Soltau while Cpl. Young, Ptes. Holt,
Gardner, Parry, Scott and Leary cooked for the companies.
Consumption of beer was prodigious and the .P.R.I.
made a couple of runs to Hohne to replenish the insatiable
thirsts of H.Q. and "C" Companies. A great deal of hard
work was done by everyone and now several of both staffs
are taking their summer leave.
We were delighted to see L/Cpl. Bryant promoted to that
rank and we welcome to the station the family of Pte.
Howard, A.C.C. We were sorry to see Pte. Lumb leave us oh
release and welcome Pte. Geary in his place. Pte. Lumb
managed to fit in some leave before he left us and travelled
all over the South of Germany and later to Berlin. We wish
him success in the teaching profession. Pte. Sanderson went
on a Butchery Course at Duisburg and came back full of
ideas and a bit shaken by the "bull", and he didn't mean the
sort he spends his time carving up.
A busy month for us all.

M.T. PLATOON
The Battalion taxi service continues to keep the Battalion
happy, taking them on exercises.
We welcome the new Draft from the Depot. May their
stay with the M.T. be a happy one.
This month we have had a little bit of a rest. The big thing
now is the Adm. and C.I.V. Inspections to come. Drivers
are now frantically painting and cleaning. But still, it will
all work out in the end.
The best of luck to our C.S.M., who we hear will take over
H.Q. Company in October. We are glad we are not losing
him altogether.
In parting, the bet of luck to the Drivers just demobbed.
I hope they like Civvy Street.

THE BAND

Tuesday the 25th saw us back once again with the Battalion
in Germany after our Summer Tour in England. After two
weeks' leave, we returned to the Depot for two strenuous
months of engagements around the Home Counties Area.
Out of these engagements, several were outstanding. We
played at the Freedom of Ramsgate, supported by the 4th
and 5th T.A. Battalions and a contingent from the Depot,
which together with excellent weather certainly made the
people of Ramsgate think us worthy of this very great
honour.
A visit to the Depot of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, where we played for the Past and Present Reunion
Day, reminds us of the impending amalgamation when we
look forward with pleasurable anticipation to having their
Band conjoined with ours.
The traditional week's playing at the Canterbury Cricket
Week brought the comment, in an issue of the Daily Tele
graph: "The Band's playing was brighter than the cricket''.
Needless to say that the Band enjoyed the week's cricket.
The 9th of August saw us once again in Canterbury
Cathedral for our Annual Remembrance Service. The
Service opened with a fanfare by our counterparts of the
Royal Marines with their Silver Memorial Trumpets, and
not forgetting Mr. Sharpe's excellent arrangements of the
hymns, which made it very awe inspiring. After the Service,
we returned to the Depot and gave an afternoon concert
to a large audience of Old Comrades.
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The following Saturday saw "At Home" Day. The climax
of the day came when we marched on with our friends from
Dover, The Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders' Pipe and
Military Bands, together also with the Home Counties
Brigade Junior Band, and we performed the Beating of
Retreat. We are glad to report that the audience was one
of the largest seen at the Depot.
To conclude our tour, we had the pleasure of performing
in a "See the Army" Display at Gillingham, which was
organised by Colonel Grace. Due to Colonel Grace's
excellent organisation, the whole show was a "great success,
but we are quite sure that our part in the Massed Bands
Display increased the number of people wishing to see The
Buffs Display Stand.
Two people have not returned with us, namely Bdsmn.
Chalk and Rayner, and we wish them the best of luck.
You never know, they might join the 5th Battalion T.A.
Band. However, we welcome Bdsmn. Pinkerton, D.,
Murphy and Bradford from the Home Counties Brigade
Junior Band,, and Bdsmn. Coppard, Gleave and Anderson
from the Depot.
It was with great regret that we had to bid farewell to our
Bandmaster, Mr. T. L. Sharpe, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M., psm.
However, it proved a most moving occasion to play him and
his delightful family from his quarter to the Barracks with
his favourite marches, Colonel Bogey, Old Comrades and, of
course, the Regimental March. We wish him all the very
best at Kneller Hall and know that he will prove himself
there as he did whilst with us. We would like to close the
notes with a very big welcome to his successor, Bandmaster
Mr. W. C. Lyons, from The Queen's, and hope his stay
with us will prove to be a very long and happy one.

Regimental Gazette
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 4TH
AUGUST, 1959
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—23462950 Pte. Michael D'Alton O'Shea

(461912) to be 2nd Lt. (on probation), 30th June, 1959.

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
THE BUFFS.—Capt. (Hon. Lt.Col.) R. B. Randall, O.B.E.,
T.D. (53956), having exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong

to the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 8th August, 1959, retaining the
hon. rank of Lt.Col.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 7TH
AUGUST, 1959
INFANTRY
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. (now Lt.) S. Gillett (453007) from

Reg. Army, Nat. Serv. List, to be 2nd Lt., 31st October,
1958, with seniority 15th June, 1957. (Substituted for the
notification in Gazette (Supplement) dated 16th December,
1958).
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 14TH
AUGUST, 1959
INFANTRY
REGULAR ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—23583416 Cadet Murray Stafford Webb

(461174) to be 2nd Lt., 13th June, 1959.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
THE BUFFS.—22535799 W.O. CI. II Bernard Everingham

Simpson (462205) to be Lt. (Qr. Mr.), 16th July, 1959, with
seniority 18th June, 1959.

Round East Kent—continued from p. 179

Instead of for fast scoring in the first innings, award
your bonus points to the side which can win a
match with sufficient time in hand to rub it in by
winning the bye.
Naturally there would be loud clamours against
such a scheme, and the loudest of all would come
from the players themselves. They could be com
pensated for keeping late hours by having a late
start next day (if they really must play six days a
week). There is no reason why a match should not
start at two o'clock—and with the added appeal
of the third day, matches would end on Saturdays
and players would always be home for the Sunday
joint. No yawny afternoons in dreary hotel
lounges, and lower expenses too.
The highbrows would have plenty to say about
prostituting a noble art, pandering to the public
taste, reducing the game's natural dignity, and
tinkering about with a system that has stood the
test of time. Of course, if all members liked to
double their subscriptions there would be no need
to tinker with anything—and the Supporters'
Club's organisers would no doubt heave deep sighs
of relief.

1959
Oct.

Future Events

3. 4TH BATTALION (193945) REUNION DIN
NER, COUNTY HOTEL, 7.15 P.M.
10. 6th (s) BATTALION DINNER, TALBOT
RESTAURANT, LONDON. TICKETS FROM
MR. R. W. BILLINGS, 14 HORNFAIR
ROAD, LONDON, S.E.7.
16. OFFICERS' REGIMENTAL DINNER, CON
NAUGHT ROOMS.
31. REGIMENTAL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES,
10.15 A.M.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING, 3.15 P.M.
1/4TH BUFFS (19141919) REUNION DIN
ner AT COUNTY HOTEL, CANTERBURY.
ASSEMBLE AT6 P.M. FOR 6.30P.M. DINNER.
TICKETS SHOULD BE OBTAINED FROM
YOUR LOCAL SECRETARY, OR FROM
LT.COL. H. L. CREMER, HAMPTON GAY,
NEW DOVER ROAD, CANTERBURY.
NOV. 7. RAMSGATE BRANCH DINNER.
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Beneath Bell Harry

A

UGUST has been
quiet with little or
nothing to report.
We have only one intake
at present undergoing
training, in the hands of
Sgt. Batchelor. In fact,
we are in the unusual
position of being able
to run a short course for
the four men waiting to
attend the Bde. N.C.O.s'
Cadre in a few weeks'
time.
Our next intake, due
on 1st October, is a
large one and will be in the hands of Sgts. Naylor
and Coombs.
Our recruiting trailer has been out and about
during the course of the month at sundry fetes and
village shows. Sgt. Jephcott is now the king pin
of this department and he has also managed to get
some of our recruiting posters put up around East
Kent.
No. 1 Company's workshop is in the process of
producing a new recruiting kiosk which will be a
useful addition to the present trailer. It has been
designed by Lieut. Shephard and the manufacturing
is in the hands of L/Cpl. Evans. As usual, we are
using vast quantities of timber; one wonders how
long it will be before the War Office pundit in
charge of the Recruiting Grant descends on us and
wants to know what we are doing with it all.
The organisation and running of the Home
Counties Brigade Rifle Meeting has been landed on
the plate of the Depot this year. It seems no time
at all since we were struggling with the intricacies
of the B.A.O.R. meeting; praise be, the Brigade
meeting is on a rather more modest scale, but
nevertheless still seems to require an astonishing
number of men.
Apart from the annual contest between the
W.O.s and Sergeants of our Depot and Depot The
Queen's Own, cricket is over for the year. The
results of the last few matches are given at the end
of these notes. In next month's issue we should
be able to report the results of the first rugger,
soccer and hockey matches.

SERGEANTS' MESS
September arrives and with it the signs that our glorious
summer is drawing to a close. Already there is a nip in the
air and after months of almost complete calm our old
enemy the wind is again whistling around the buildings.
As usual, the past month was our busiest month of the
year, the two main events, as far as the Sergeants' Mess
was concerned, being the annual Remembrance Day and the
Regimental "At Home". The members, past and present,
that these two events always bring together are far too
numerous to record. I can only say that this year was no
exception and as one mingled with the crowd one heard
familiar place names such as Portland, Borden, Lucknow,
Suez, Aden, etc., mentioned more than once.
On the 8th August we were the guests of the W.O.s and
Sergeants of the Depot The Q.R.R. and The East Surrey
Regiment, which has opened in Wemyss Barracks. A very
nice evening was spent. It is good to have near us the Depot
of two such famous regiments that have in recent years been
so closely connected with us. May their stay in Canterbury
be a happy one, and we look forward to more gatherings.
With the arrival of September both the R.S.M. and the
R.Q.M.S. decided to go on leave, the latter to harvest his
"spuds", we think. But we cannot answer for the former.
We can only assume that he will not be indulging in a
camping holiday after all the tents he has seen this summer.
Sgts. Cook and Batchelor have joined us from the 1st
Battalion and have already got their teeth into doing a good
job. We also welcome into the Mess Sgt. Woodrow on his
promotion.
Our two performances against the Corporals on the cricket
field this summer were not outstanding but we hope to do
better when we meet the Depot Q.O.R.W.K. in our annual
"Ashes" match next week.
In conclusion, I would like to say how nice it was to have
with us for a few weeks Mr. Sharpe and his Band and to hear
once again the strains of his music float through the window
coupled with the "Owzat" of the wicketkeeper.
But, alas! I realise that the days of brilliant sunshine,fetes
and funfares have passed and we will soon have the grim
days of winter and admin, inspections upon us.

CRICKET RESULTS
v R.A.F., Manston. Won.
v Queen's/Surrey Depot. Won.
v Babes (Regimental fixture). Lost.
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LTHOUGH August was
to be considered a fairly
quiet month, as usual
every weekend produced
something of interest, and
certainly a very mixed bag.
Remembrance Sunday on
the 9th was combined with a
Brigade Atk. Shoot at Lydd:
The Parade and Service this
year was as usual efficiently
organised by Lieut.Colonel
Argles, and we were able to
produce a representative de
tachment of some 50 of all
ranks from the unit. R.S.M.
White was presented with his M.S.M. on parade
at the Depot by the Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E., before the
various detachments marched to the Cathedral,
and this was a fitting farewell before leaving for
Nairobi.
It was a pleasure to hear the Band of the 1st
Battalion in the Cathedral once again, and with the
Trumpeters and Buglers of the Royal Marines,
they made a most impressive service which will
remain vivid in our minds for some considerable
time.
On the following Sunday, the Depot held their
"At Home", and as usual various "bits and
pieces", including a recruiting tent from H.Q.
Company, were on show from the Battalion. The
weather was pleasant and the public turned up in
force to watch the excellent displays, but from our
point of view, as usual, we spend the day "swatting"
small children off the various stands.
On the next two events we combined with the
5th Battalion. The first was our annual cricket
match against our Gunners, 257 (County of
Sussex) Field Regt. R.A. (T.A.), which we played
on the Cranbrook School Ground. This year, at
long last, we managed to win by four wickets,
mainly due to Boy Gower of Cranbrook, who not
only took six wickets for 27 runs, but also made a
valuable 43 runs.
On the 26th27th August, some seventeen
volunteers combined with the 5th Battalion for the
annual Cross Channel Swim. Tales of heroism
seasickness and incidents came fast and furious
with each operator as he deposited his weary body
on the floor of the T.A. Centre at Dover after his
boat had managed to get him back. Far too many

tales to attempt to repeat, but perhaps those who
continually heard Boat 20 saying "I'm being sick
again", the mystery of swimmer 22, Capt. Daniel's
ducking, and the occasional peculiar R.A.F. jargon
from Boat 35 are a few of the more prominent
reminders.
Anyway, the main thing was that the Signals
worked, and it is certain that most operators, in
spite of sickness, learned a great deal. Con
gratulations to C.S.M. Denny on accompanying
the winner of the swim.
It would not be fitting to end these notes without
a mention of Jack Usher, who having reached the
age limit, must leave us. He has served the Battalion
for a great many years both as O.C. H.Q. Company
and as P.M.C. and P.R.I. We are all very sorry to
see him go, and hope that although he now has to
leave us, we will still see a great deal of him.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
During the month of August the following events took
place. On Sunday the 9th, a number of the Company were
on Parade for the Annual Remembrance Service.
On the 13th, the Company entered for the Herne Bay
Carnival, but no prize was forthcoming. Perhaps a little
more thought should go into the preliminary arrangements,
and not so much rush at the last minute.
On the 26th/27th of the month. Captain Winch and Sgt.
Harris were engaged on the Butlin's Cross Channel swim.
Neither received a prize because they remained in the boats,
and they are always on to us about training.
We should congratulate L/Cpl. Baston on gaining a
Certificate of Merit during the MotorCycle trials.
On Sunday the 23rd, an exercise on Fieldcraft and the
use of wireless was carried out with more or less success.
Once more there has been a little elf around our garage.
This time he used paint, etc., to try and cover his tracks,
but could not repair broken glass or remove dents very well.
Perhaps with more practice he will be O.K.
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
August has proved quite a busy month in spite of holidays,
fine weather and such distractions as fruit picking, etc.
The Company has discovered that it has quite a reason
able cricket team, the physical fitness of some members
leaves much to be desired as a spell of quick runs proved
without doubt to at least one batsman. A course of in
struction on the finer points of the rules of cricket would
also come in very useful, as one volunteer umpire discovered.
A good day was spent on the ranges at Hythe, on Sunday
23rd with "D" Company. The result of the challenge
between "D" and "B" was a win for "D" Company, no
matter how "B" Company's P.S.I, tried to add it up.
Whether this result will be duplicated by the classification
scores is another matter entirely.
Our T.A. Centre is in the process of being given a new look
by the addition of a very smart chain link fence with a gate.
This and our display of flowers certainly make it look very
attractive.
We should like to take this opportunity to say farewell
to Cpl. Harry Knight who has left us to join the regular
Army in The Buffs, we wish him the best of luck.
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Our P.S.I., Sgt. Recton is back in the saddle again and
fighting fit, after a spell of leave, and ready to cope with
the T.A. again. We caught a few brief glimpses of him
during his leave, but normally he was "not available", we
understand one starfish surrendered to him at Dungeness.
The Company is now getting ready for the next yearly
event, the Range Course, and we are hoping for some
reasonable results from our new recruits, and of course an
increase in our number of marksmen!
We are glad to hear that Sgt. Allen is out of hospital
after his recent eye operation, and we hope he will be com
pletely recovered and back at the Drill Hall again.
Cpl. Fedder, Pte. Shorter and Pte. Crouch have gallantly
volunteered to assist in the Cross Channel swim as wireless
operators. We sincerely hope their stomachs are in good
order, we shall be able to report on their experiences next
month, by which time they will have recovered. We also
hear that one rather unwilling regular Army Sergeant is
also taking part, good fishing Bob!
Weekend training this month has all been on the Anti
Tank gun, with one day at Lydd, when we were unable to
fire because of the haze, but we had some very good in
struction from an instructor from the AntiTank school.
Another Supday was spent at Old Park, Canterbury, and in
spite of the hot weather the gun was manhandled into
position ready to shoot up Lieut. Browne's Land Rover,
and one very highly cleaned and polished one tonner (ex
R.E.M.E. inspection).
On the lighter side, great interest is now being taken in
our moustache growing competition, we have eight entries
so far, all to be judged, we hope, by some glamorous blonde
at our Christmas Party. Needless to say there are some
weird and wonderful efforts coming along, but in a few
weeks we should be able to tell just which mark of moustache
is being grown, and we are willing to give Sgt. Recton his
head start.

"D" COMPANY
Business has been very brisk this month, with training
and inspections, parades and open days.
On Sunday the 9th August, we sent quite a strong con
tingent to Canterbury to take part in the Remembrance
Sunday Parade. On the same day we also sent the Anit
Tank Section to Lydd Ranges for training under the School
of Infantry instructors.
On Saturday the 15th August, we assisted the Depot for
the "At Home" held at Canterbury on that day, by sending
our AntiTank Gun, M.M.G.'s and vehicles for exhibition
to the public. This was just before our R.E.M.E. inspection
of Guns and Vehicles, and we watched with baited breath
whilst hundreds of dear little children swarmed over every
thing, and quite a lot of hard work had to be put in the next
day to bring everything up to scratch once more. But the
inspection went off quite well.
On Thursday, 20th August we took part in an exercise
with the local Civil Defence, they supplied the casualties
and we did the rescuing from an old building that is being
demolished, although it was hard work in this heat, everyone
enjoyed the exercise. The Only moans being that the work
was too straight forward, nothing difficult or dangerous.
We are again this year cooperating with the 5th Battalion,
in supplying wireless operators for the Butlin's Cross
Channel swim. Three signallers (including the P.S.I.) are
coming from this Company and on Monday evening, a

Social was held at the Queen's Hotel, Cliftonville, in which
we met the swimmers. This event (weather permitting)
takes place on Thursday the 27th. So more news of this in
our next notes.
Recruiting is still holding its own, and we have four
more potential recruits up our sleeves, so we hope to have
some more names added to our nominal roll in a few days.

H.Q. COMPANY
August, usually a quiet month, has this year been an
extraordinary busy one for H.Q. Company. Before writing
about our activities let us first welcome Lawson, Stewart
and Fowler to the fold. Lawson is an old friend and in
Stewart and Fowler we have two men with a knowledge of
Signals. Both have been operators and Fowler served four
years in the R.C.S.
As is appropriate for a summer month, many of H.Q.
Company have spent several hours afloat—Herne Bay
Sailing Club Regatta and Mr. Butlin's Channel swim. We
feel sure that ere long Kelly is bound to get over that awful
feeling of sea sickness. Captain Daniel is the only member
of the Company to have actually been in the "drink", but
it was well worth it to prove that the "31 sets'' work even
when they have been submerged in several feet of water.
Remembrance Sunday will be fully reported elsewhere
and suffice it to say we turned out our fair share.
Our Initiative Weekend was a great success and enjoyed
by all who took part. We owe thanks to the 1st Battalion
The Cambridgeshire Regiment for their hospitality. The
adventure's of the various pairs were numerous. Mr. Hardy
has a story worth telling, but unfortunately it can't be
printed.
The first pair were dropped off at 21.40 hours east of
Saffron Waldon, just over one hundred miles as the crow
flies from Canterbury.
The R.V. for the finish of the Exercise was Chartham
Hatch and the first pair to reach it at 05.40 hours on the
Sunday was Hickmott and Boy Clarke. Father Clarke and
Snoad followed at 05.46 hours and L/Cpl. Matthews and
Harris at 06.00 hours. The next to arrive at 07.15 hours
was Kelly and Truelove, and Mr. Hardy and Morris
appeared at 07.55 hours. Stewart and his partner did not
arrive until 09.20 hours but unlike the others, they were
given a bed in the Military Hospital at Woolwich and had a
very good breakfast by knocking up someone well known
to the Company Commander. As points were given for
various factors, the first home was not necessarily the winner
and the results were as follows:—1st, L/Cpl. Matthews and
Pte. Harris; 2nd, Pte. Hickmott and Boy Clarke; 3rd, Cpl.
Clarke and Pte. Snoad; 4th, Pte. Kelly and Pte. Truelove;
5th, Mr. Hardy and Pte. Morris; 6th, Pte. Stewart and
Partner.
Mr. Webb, Manager of the Odeon, kindly arranged for
the Mayor to present Cups to the first pair and miniature
beer mugs to the runners up. Two complimentary tickets
to the Odeon were given to all who took part.
* There is no doubt that all enjoy "Out and About"
training and we hope to organise bigger and better week
ends.
Our high powered Cooks team of Sgt. Drury, Sgt. George
and Sgt. Eccles, ably assisted by Sgt. Porter and Ptes. Scola
and Growns deserve our thanks and praise; without them
we should have been very very hungry.
Pte. Sidaway did well to nurse a rather unenthusiastic
threetonner there and back, through some very heavy
traffic.
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HE main event since the
last issue of The Dragon
was our participation, in
company with the 4th Bat
talion, in the Cross Channel
swim on 26th and 27th August,
when for the second year
running detachments from
both battalions provided wire
less communications for the
Butlin Cross Channel Race.
As a simulation of operating
sets in battle this year's con
ditions were ideal and pro
_
vided all the experience in
continuous manning and op
erating that one could wish. Heavy swell and
rough seas at the Cap Gris Nez starting point
produced some confusion and this in turn meant
a tremendous amount of work for the individual
operators. The air soon became thick with
messages passing between the fifty or so operators
on 31 sets in the accompanying tenders, the control
ship Wendorian and the shore control point.
Operators manned their sets continuously and did
not close down until late in the evening of the
Thursday. All stood up to the exacting conditions;
rough seas took their toll but all operators kept
going until the close of the race. There were
exciting incidents of course, but none to compare
with the experiences of the R.S.M. last year!
Of the silver recently received by the Battalion,
there is one piece worthy of special mention. It is
a statuette of a British soldier in tropical kit, with
rifle slung over his shoulder, and was presented
originally to the Officers of the 37th Dogras
(subsequently 1st Battalion (P.W.O.) The Dogra
Regiment) by Colonel John Body, D.S.O., and the
Officers of the 1/5th Battalion The Buffs at the end
of the 191418 War to commemorate the warm
friendship which existed between the two units
during the campaign in Mesopotamia. Both
battalions joined the 35th Indian Infantry Brigade
on its formation at Basra in December, 1915, and
remained and fought together in the same Brigade
until March, 1919, when the Dogras returned to
India. In 1947, when the 1st Battalion (P.W.O.)
The Dogra Regiment lost its British connection, it
was the earnest wish of the Officers of that unit
that the silver figure should be returned to The Buffs
for safekeeping and that it might become the
property of the 5th Battalion should it ever be
reformed. With the resuscitation of the 5th
Battalion the statuette, thus returned through the

courtesy of MajorGeneral F. L. Nicholson,
Colonel of The Dogra ° Regiment, occupies an
honoured place in the Officers' Mess and will be a
lasting record of a great and muchvalued friend
ship cemented during the tought fight on the road
to Baghdad and beyond. Efforts are being made
to reestablish our connection with The Dogra
Regiment and the friendship of those now distant
days will be all the more real when that has been
done.
On 12th and 13th September a Range Party
under command of Major Charles Balding will be
going to Pirbright and the Battalion Team on that
occasion for the Kola Cup will be:—C.S.M. Sin
clair, "D" Company; Sgt. Saffrey, "B" Company;
L/Cpl. Bolton, "B" Company. A further report
will appear in the issue for November.
Sgt. Billett, hitherto the P.S.I. at "A" Company,
Ramsgate, will be returning to the 1st Battalion on
completion of his tour of duty. He has been
succeeded by Sgt. Ward, whom we welcome to the
Battalion and feel sure his stay with us will be a
happy and profitable one. Sgt. Ward has served
with the 1st Battalion in East Africa, Aden and
Germany and therefore brings further regimental
experience to his new company and to this Bat
talion in particular.
To complete the picture on recent changes in
command, Captain Bill Baddeley will be taking
over "S" Company at Deal in succession to Major
C. R. Robinson. News is also to hand of the
latter's appointment to the staff of Headquarters,
133 Infantry Brigade, and we wish him every
success in that sphere.
For the first time there appears a note on Band
activities, contributed by one of its members. It
will become a permanent feature of the Battalion
contribution to each issue of The Dragon; the
Band had its first public engagement at Broadstairs
on Sunday, September 6th, and reference is made
to this in the Band notes. It is most heartening
that they have got off to such a good start and
certainly augurs well for the future.
*

*

*

THE BAND
The Band is going from strength to strength and by the
time the next notes appear it is quite likely that the woodwind
deficiencies will be filled. At the inaugural Concert at
Westwood the Band played like men possessed and have
thereby created such a spirit and zest for music that will
be an inspiration to those joining in the future. Following
this first Concert, attended by members of the Battalion
and their wives and friends, engagements were arranged at
Broadstairs and Margate. In composition the Band provides
ail interesting crosssection of service life and present mem
bers are drawn from many Regiments of the Line, as well
as from the Royal Marines, Royal Artillery, Royal Army
Service Corps and the Royal Air Force. To have welded
them into the effective body they are, reflects great credit on
Mr. Becker, the Bandmaster.
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THE DRAGON
Colonel Loder and Lieut.Col. McBain, the Commandant Certificate of Merit for his part in the Trials and received
and Director of Music at the Royal Military School of the Certificate from Major Morgan at the latter's final
Music kindly agreed to turn R.S.M. Green and the Band Company Parade. Sgt. Stockdale received a high placing
master loose in their spare music room at Kneller Hall— in his class and so altogether it was a very satisfactory
with much success from our point of view! Mr. Sharpe, achievement. Meanwhile the Signal Platoon have been very
the Bandmaster of the 1st Battalion, has recently been busy getting 31 sets ready for the Cross Channel swim and
appointed Staff Bandmaster to the School and we take this many haembers of the Company took part.
opportunity of congratulating him on his new appointment
Congratulations also to L/Cpl. Wood of the Corps of
and hope he finds his tour of duty there an enjoyable one. Drums on the award of the Territorial Efficiency Medal;
During the course of the visit there was the opportunity of we hope it will be presented at a Battalion Parade.
hearing a rehearsal of a large Military Band and looking
and listening to such a large band made one think that if a
dozen or so members of it were stolen they would not be
missed—we shall take a bigger vehicle on the next visit.
"A" COMPANY
We are very grateful to the Commandant, the Director of Music
August
has
been
a
very busy month for the Company.
and to Mr. Sharpe for the kind way in which our emissaries
were received and for the music we shall be getting our First, we must extend a cordial welcome to 2/Lieut. O'Shea
and hope that his stay with us will be a long and happy one.
teeth into during the coming winter months.
We have regretfully, if a little riotously, said farewell to
 The Band had its first public engagement at Broadstairs
on 6th September. It was their first appearance in uniform Sgt. Billett, our P.S.I, and Mrs. Billett. The high jinks at
and their initiation of playing in the open. It was a perfect his farewell party had nothing to do with the relief felt at
day and the audience was a very large and receptive one, their leaving. We welcomed on the same evening our new
at least six hundred people attended the Bandstand and P.S.I., Sgt. Ward, and we hope he will be able to say the
thoroughly enjoyed the programme. It was a great thrill same about his stay at Willsons Road as his predecessor.
for all concerned and a very proud experience to be pre
Several members attended the Regimental At Home, at
senting the Battalion Band to the public for the very first Westwood on 15th August. This was the best show seen
time and then only some ten weeks after being formed. for years; the massed bands were particularly impressive
From the opening fanfare to the concluding Regimental under the baton of Mr. Sharpe. On 9th August, twenty
Marches, everyone played enthusiastically and members of members of the Company helped to make up the 5th
the Past and Present Association in the audience were Battalion Detachment at the Remembrance Day Parade at
obviously pleased with our rendering of the Regimental Canterbury. The presence of a coach load of wives and
Marches; solos by Bandsman Harris and Perkins were very families made the occasion a truly family one. We have also
well received and all in all we got off to an excellent start. had inflicted on us the annual C.I.V. inspection and good
C/Sgt. Port gave sterling service at the chief knobtwiddler reports were received on both small arms and vehicles—the
on the amplifying equipment and also found his way behind latter thanks to hard work on the part of Sgt. Mirams.
the buffet counter to assist in coping with the quite un
We put in six members to take part in Exercise Cross
precedented rush of business.
Channel Swim. Relay procedure and changing batteries is
We should like to thank Major Dunglinson, Major Cobb now well buttonedup! Seasickness claimed two victims;
and R.S.M. Green, for taking such a keen interest in the one on the sea and the other on dry land. One other spent
formation of the Band, not forgetting Major Ransley and a hairraising night waiting for his boat to turn over and has
Lieut. Simpson for all the trouble they have taken over not yet ceased to be glad to be alive.
our "special sizes" and also C/Sgt. Port and Sgt. and Mrs.
Lieut. Hollies attended Annual Camp at Millom with the
Mauger for all their help. Mr.Green has been a tower of strength
Fusiliers and found that the leopard crawl is
to us all; goodness knows how many queries he has answered Lancashire
not so bad compared with pulling large and disgruntled
since our formation—possibly about as many crotchets that Gunner
Officers from tunnels full of smoke.
have been played incorrectly by the Band (just one or two!).
Cpl. Cranney and L/Cpl. Castle are now deep mines of
information on the S.L.R., after their courses at the Small
Arms School, Hythe.
H.Q. COMPANY
Welcome to Capt. R. P. Wright, who is now in the Chair
at H.Q. Company in place of Major Morgan who has
"B" COMPANY
joined the ranks of the higherpriced helps at Battalion
Here we are again back in the news, thanks to the printers,
Headquarters; we wish them both every success in their
respective jobs. Lieut. Proctor has also joined the Company now we must give them something to do. Our Sgt. Saffrey
really thought they were to be out for ever, because with
and wifl soon be taking over the M.M.G. Platoon.
large sheets of paper and various colours of chalk he pro
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Farrell on his appointment and duced some very efficient looking soldiers (front and rear
also on the birth of a son; both Mrs. Farrell and the baby views) for a guessing the weight competition in conjunction
are understood to be doing well.
with the Westgate Carnival, which was held in Hawtrey's
Recruits have still been coming along and the following playing field, on Wednesday, September 2nd, after months
joined in August and on completion of their basic training of looking forward and preparation by Lieut. Garnsey, ably
will be allocated to the Platoons shown:—Ptes. Blackburn, assisted by our C.S.M. and his merry men. A large tent was
Danton and Baugh, Corps of Drums; Ptes. Dickerson and erected and received many visits from the crowd, who had
Saunders, M.M.G. Platoon; Pte. Horrocks, Signal Platoon. taken advantage of the excellent weather. The Company
We are sure their stay with us will be enjoyable and a happy took part in the procession and then returned to the field
to answer all kinds of questions on Small Arms and various
one.
Although the emphasis has been on rangework, the M.T. types of grenades. The main object of our attendance was,
Platoon took time off to enter for the District Motorcycle of course, to attract more recruits; how successful we were
Trials. The team consisted of Captain Semmence, Ptes. will be known as soon as they appear for signing. Our
Philpott and Terry; Sgt. Stockdale entered as an individual P.S.I, has all the forms to hand, determined to have the
Pte. Philpott was awarded the Divisional Commander's figure of 490 altered.
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Although our O.C. was unable to attend camp at the same
time as the Battalion he was determined to go to Millom,
as soon as his school duties allowed, if only to see for himself
what a "personal" kit consists of, when it is drawn, and how
much of it one can find when it is returned to the stores.
We were sorry to hear that National Service has caught
up with Lieut. Court and hope that the training he has
done with us will be of assistance to him in the Regular
Army, we shall certainly be looking for him to rejoin us
when his time is up.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. March and Woodward on
receiving their first stripe, also to L/Cpl. Hyde on being
awarded the Territorial Efficiency Medal and Clasp.

"D" COMPANY
The strength of 100 seems to be a "jinx" we still hover
between 94 and 97. We say farewell to Pte. McKnight who
is at present undergoing training at Aldershot having joined
the Regular Army, and we welcome Ptes. Hicks and Holmes
to our ranks, hoping their stay will be a happy one.
Many things have been on the agenda of "D" Company
this past month having supplied a good percentage of the
Bisley team, we must congratulate Major Martin, C.S.M.
Sinclair and C/Sgt. Sayers on an excellent team shoot in
the China Cup, although not quite good enough to win the
trophy, but certainly made other teams sweat.
Weekend training was carried out at Aldington (Romney
Marsh) by this Company and it is true to say that each and
every one of us thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. Having
arrived there at 14.00 hours on 22nd August, we very
quickly and efficiently erected the camp although certain
individuals did get into difficulties when pitching their
bivouacs. Training got under way at 18.00 hours, when a
mapreading exercise took place. We believe that L/Cpl.
Fagg still prefers to read "Hank Jansons" novels.
We continued on through the night with patrols and at
02.00 hours made our way back to camp, where the C/Sgt.
ably assisted by L/Cpl. Cook, had some excellent soup
waiting for us.
The 23rd was a hectic day, reveille being at 06.30 hours,
and inspite of the strenuous work the night before, everyone
was up long before our C.S.M. had finished his visit to each
bivouac. Rumour has it that the P.S.I, was the last person
to rise!! but on further enquiries it was learnt he was out
of bed .05 of a second before our 2 i/c. Breakfast was
served at 07.00 hours and an excellent meal this was, well
done Chef Sayers and Cook.
The morning was spent on Section and Platoon attacks
which proved very interesting. We ended the morning with
a church parade which was held at the All Saints Church
at Newchurch, after which the Company retired to the
Black Bull for light refreshments! Finally, after a light
snack, we returned to Dover with a tired feeling and wishing
that weekends were not so short. We would like to express
our thanks to Mr. Wilcox for granting permission for us to
use his land on this occasion.
Everyone seems to have the recruiting fever these days.
Pte. Adams brought along a candidate, but alas, I can find
no authority in T.A. Regulations for enlisting a fourfooted
volunteer.
Our Rifle and L.M.G. classification has been progressing
quite well and to date we can boast of five marksmen on
the rifle and seven on the L.M.G., and with the Emden
Trophy to be competed for in the coming month, this is
surely a good sign. However, it is not understood why our
Company Commander reaches for his Asprins when Rifle
and L.M.G. classification is mentioned.

These notes of course would not be complete without
mention of the Annual Butlin's Channel Swim. Our Drill
Hall wasoised as the R.V. for wireless ops. Overnight it
seems, our hall was like Charing Cross Station, if was
reported that the R.S.M. asked for directions to the Bakerloo
line. However, after much confusion, all 40 odd 31 sets
were manned and netted in and at 18.00 hours we were
marshalled to the docks where a shock awaited most of us.
There were big boats, small boats, but it seemed that the
majority of "D" Company were allocated "small boats".
Your scpbe will admit he has never been quite so ill in his
life.
R.T. procedure was excellent and at times the air was so
full of messages, including plea's for help as dingies with
swimmers were capsizing in the bay of Cap Gris Nez that
it sounded just like the beach head landing during the war.
On arrival back at Dover, we were ferried back to the Drill
Hall where a cup of hot tea was issued and tales of success
and woe were exchanged. We all look forward to next
years event with certain mixed feelings.
Congratulations to Cpl. and Mrs. Tiltman on the birth
of a son and we look forward to enlisting him in 1974.
THINGS SEEN AND HEARD.

1. A certain person whilst driving the Champ was heard
to mutter to himself "Stirling Moss has nothing on me".
2. The R.S.M. was seen to be in practice for his civvy
job just prior to the Battalion Cocktail Party held at
Westwood.
We end this month's notes, wishing all Buffs past and
present the best of luck wherever they may be.
"S" COMPANY
We have now taken leave of Major Robinson on his
leaving the Company, and a presentation was made to him
on behalf of all members of the Comapny. We hope his
barometer will remain at "Set fair" for always. In his place
we welcome officially Captain W. D. Baddeley as our new
Company Commander and know he will enjoy his tour of
duty in the Chair.
Congratulations to R.Q.M.S. Rogers on his appointment
at Westwood. On his transfer to H.Q. Company strength,
C/Sgt. Bond and Sgt. P. J. Dennis were appointed Company
Sergeant Major and Quartermaster Sergeant respectively.
Congratulations to them too—although it will be strange at
Camp next year without the pair of stalwarts we have been
used to. Sgt. Dennis celebrated his promotion be getting
married and we wish both him and Mrs. Dennis all possible
happiness.
Five members of the Company took part in Exercise
Cross Channel Swim and appear to have enjoyed themselves
even though the sea was rough.
The AntiTank Platoon paid another visit to Lydd, but
were prevented from firing by the weather. They were
hoping to return some good scores for the Brigade Com
petition, but this must necessarily be postponed until their
next visit, due in September.
We welcome Pte. Denton to the Company and feel sure
his stay will be a long and happy one.

PLEASE ENLIST A NEW
SUBSCRIBER TO "THE DRAGON"
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THE

Past and Present
Association
Annual Members
1ST TO 31ST AUGUST, 1959

Ramsgate Branch.—R. J. Hollies.
*

*

*

Life Members
1ST TO 31ST AUGUST, 1959

Ramsgate Branch.—B. H. Simpson, B. A. Mitchinson.
Revd. J. M. Bickersteth, R. B. Henley, R. Kirk, J. M.
Watkins.
*

*

*

Grants

£ s. d.
35 10 0
5 0 0

Benevolent Fund
World War 1939, Charitable Fund
*

*

*

Ashford Branch
Only fifteen members attended our meeting on the 5th
September, after such a good attendance at our previous
meeting. With the holidays over, we hope our numbers will
swell. There's plenty of "ExBuffs" around, they only
require a little encouragement.
The minutes were read and signed, followed by the
correspondence, which included an invitation from the Past
and Present Association Royal West Kents, to attend their
Social Evening and get together on 19th September, 1959.
We are taking along a party of twenty (limited number) and
hope this will be the first of many social evenings together.
This event was originated through our true stager, Harry
Coleman. On the sick list are C. Barham and our Standard
Bearer, W. Chapman. We wish them a very quick recovery
to good health again. Two of our members are paying them
a visit.
Once again Remembrance Sunday has passed and is now
a memory. We would like to express our Branch's thanks
to all those who made the service such a grand one. Many
fine remarks were made with praise to all concerned.
Our Delegates for the A.G.M. on 31st October, 1959, are
Messrs. Vant and Mills, Mr. Coleman hopes to attend also.
With no other business the meeting closed and the raffle
was made.
Those who attended then got on the dart board and
billiard table—someone's back ached afterwards.
Thanks again Stan for the Bar.
A.C.M.
*

*

*

London Branch
It is just about thirty years ago that I was first called on
(by Captain Jock Emery, when he was C.S.M. of H.Q. Wing,
2nd Battalion) to produce Dragon notes, and now I am at
it again, though only for once, as our regular correspondent
will be in the chair again next month.
Our Secretary, Bert Scott, has been in hospital for an
operation. He has now fully recovered and will be with us
at our next meeting on 19th September.

Before Bert was admitted to hospital, he had all the
details tied up for Canterbury and in consequence everything
went well for the two coach loads of members who made the
journey, and what a wonderful day it was. I counted 47
members of the Branch on parade and add to these those
who could not march and our total must have been well over
60, with a strong contingent of the Ladies' Guild in support.
Our August meeting is never too well attended owing to
holidays, but this time we had 25 stalwarts to keep the flag
flying and we had a very lively time.
Tiddley Turner was there with his old pal Joe Dixie, but
the lure of fish and chips was too much for them and they
left their corner and Jumbo Sharpe to get on with it. Hope
there were not too many stops on the way.
We were all very sorry to hear of the death of Tom Ongley
and remember him well in the days when he steered the 2nd
Battalion crosscountry team to victory in the Army Cham
pionship.
There is little more news from London this time, and when
the holidays are over we shall be preparing for the Christmas
Draw, Annual Party and the visit to the Tower for the
Ceremony of the Keys in October.
Joe Goss is making good progress and has high hopes of
being at the next meeting.
And so for the present,
Best wishes to all Buffs.
DAN.



*

*

Ladies' Guild
AUGUST *

Minutes of the meeting held at The Queen's Head,
Marsham Street, S.W.I., on July 4th. Mrs. M. E. Odell in
the Chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read
and signed.
Correspondence was read from Mrs. Ricketts, Mrs. Smith
and Mrs. Harris.
REGRETS.—Mrs. Cousens, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Smith, Mrs.
Foster Hall.
We were greatly saddened by the news of the death of Mr.
Ricketts on June 24th. Our heartfelt sympathy to Mrs.
Ricketts and her family. The Ladies' Guild have lost a
good friend and one who gave of his best, always ready to
help us at all times. His passing has left a gap which we can
never hope to fill.
The Chairman reported she had seen Nurse Evans while
on holiday, and that she sends her best wishes to all members
and hopes to see us all again one day. We were pleased to
see Mrs. Yapp and Jane with us again.
During the evening we were delighted to welcome Mrs.
Jackson and her daughter after her long absence. Our thanks
to Jackie for making it possible for her mother to come
along to see us.
The Chairman announced that she would like all members
to support the Tower Service on July 12th, also Remem
brance Sunday on August 9th.
Raffles were given by Mrs. Annan, Mrs. Odell, Mrs.
Jackson, Mrs. Keavin, Mrs. Tucker, Mrs. Love, and the
folks at the corner table, our grateful thanks ladies.
M.J.D.
 ft ft

SEPTEMBER

A most enjoyable meeting was held at The Queen's Head,
Marsham Street, S.W.'l., on September 5th. Mrs. M. E.
Odell in the Chair. The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and signed.
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CORRESPONDENCE was read from Mrs. Crookenden, Col.
Argles, Mr. Scatt and Mr. B. T. Field.
REGRETS were received from Mrs. Jackson.
We were pleased to welcome Mrs. Haslett and Louis,
also a new member Mrs. Currae. During the evening, Mrs.
Yapp brought along her cinecamera and showed us the
pictures taken at The Tower of London, and Remembrance
Sunday, also some holiday snaps taken at a caravan site in
Devon, which is in the capable hands of Major Plumptre,
it certainly looks an ideal spot for a holiday.
We are grateful to Mrs. Cudlip for her gift of cocoanut
ice, which realised ten shillings towards the funds, also ten
shillings from a member.
We were very pleased to have Mr. Billings and Mr.
Haslett with us, also our faithful supporters, namely Mr.
Everitt, Mr. Watts, Mr. Smith who brought his son Alan
along and Mr. Yapp.
Raffles were given by Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Keown, Mrs.
Tucker, Mrs. Kebbell, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Yapp, Mrs. Norman,
Mrs. Foster Hall and Mrs. Dalgleish. These realised
£5 Os. 6d., our grateful thanks to all.
This being all the meeting closed.
M.J.D.

Dover Branch
The September meeting took place on the 3rd, our Chair
man (Mr. T. Noakes) presiding. Supporting him were
Messrs. Johncock, Smith (Secretary), Deal (Treasurer),
Martin, Marsh, Hawkins, Gavin, Saunders and Sgt. Sayers.
In addition, we were very pleased to welcome a very old
Dover member, and a past P.S.I, to Dover Company T.A.,
Major Frank Sidwell. He is at present recuperating from an
operation and we sincerely hope he is soon completely well.
Anyone visiting New Romney should look in at the
Cinque Ports, where they might find him making himself very
useful.
George Bowcock sent his apologies for being absent
from the meeting. Unluckily, George always finds himself
busy at this time of the year.
It is with very much regret that after such a long time we
have had to end our association with the Folkestone and
District Rifle League. We just cannot find enough members
to make a team and it has been bad luck and a waste of
entrance fee to have to send in targets short. This does not
stop our efforts in the InterBranch Shoot.
Our Secretary (Reg Smith) and Treasurer (Jack Deal) will
represent the Branch at the Annual General Meeting and
we hope that the Chairman, Tommy Noakes, will be able
to find the time to attend also.
One item on the agenda we see is that Canterbury Branch
has suggested that the Darts Competition should be com
pleted in one night at Canterbury. Our Branch has put that
matter forward for the past two years, so we are sure to
second it this year and sincerely hope that it becomes a fact.
It is with very deep regret that we announce the passing
of a very old member in Jack Abbott. He bore a very long
illness with great courage and kept at work right up to the
last.
Everyone who attended voted the visit to Canterbury
very enjoyable. I refer to August Sunday Reunion ana look
forward to many more like it.
Lastly, we have enlisted a new member to the Branch in
the name of Donaldson, a name that must be remembered

by BrigadierGeneral Rice. This member's father was bat
man to him. This is another member we have recruited
from "D" Company, 5th Battalion, and we look forward
to many more.
Cheerio.
SACCO.

Medway Branch
Once again Remembrance Sunday has come and gon:.
Once again it has been possible to sit in that beautiful
building and think of the reason for gathering there; of
the horrors of war and the rewards thereof, if any; 01 the
future—and what mixed thoughts that produces. Once
agiain one listens to the little murmurs of pleasure, of
approbation, of disapproval. Few who voice opinions of
such nature fully appreciate how much work has gone into
the preparation made for their comfort. To me it was a
fine snow from the new formation for the parade to the
address by the Colonel of the Regiment, to the service and
music in the Cathedral, to the gettogether and the final
exhibition by the Band—fine, that is, but for one thing.
Once the Band had disappeared down St. Martin's Hill,
those in the rear half of the column never heard it again.
I have no doubt but that this will be discussed at the Annual
General Meeting in October.
Somehow there seemed to be fewer old friends with whom
to have a natter. I may be wrong in this, not having figures
available I am unable to say. Many of my old friends,
I found, were in their seventies. This rather surprised me
at first until I recollected that to me, when I first met them
as a young fellow with four years' service (and that was
forty years ago!) they were "getting on". Ah, well! Old
soldiers never die .... etc.
Our journey to and from Canterbury, and our lunches
whilst there, was well organised (as is usual—and taken for
granted, I regret to say) by our Hon. Secretary, Mr. Brand
(Harold to his friends), and a good job he did of it, too.
The coach collected its passengers right on the dot of time
and off we went. During the outward journey, a sweep was
organised and we were delighted to receive, as prizes, a
basket of lovely pears and one of onions. The donor was
Mr. Pepper, whose kindness was much appreciated by us all.
Pepper and onions conjure up an appetising thought.
Every year a Garden Fete is held in the Corporation Park
at Gillingham, when many sideshows are in evidence,
beauty contests, displays and so on. This year was the best
ever. And so it should have been, for The Buffs took part.
The many thousands present were loud in their praise of
the performance given by the massed bands of The Buffs,
Surreys and Sussex. The band of the Corps of Royal En
gineers and the Pipe Band of the Camerons also took part.
A joint squad from]The Buffs and the Q.O.R.W.K. Regiment
gave an excellent gym display. This was particularly good
considering that some of them had but four weeks' service.
Many varying shows were put on by members of other
units, all of which were received with great acclamation.
At our meeting on the 15th August, the usual regulars
were present, most of whom displayed how kindly they were
disposed to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. W. G. Stewart, by
inviting him to have a drink. It would appear that the
reason for this unusual generosity was that he had been
warned off alcohol by his doctor. I hasten to add, however,
for the benefit of any suspicious minds that may read these
notes, that the warning was given because of a minor skin
ailment and for no other reason. It was all taken in good
part, but I must add that it is amazing how attractive a bottle
of brown can be when it is on the forbidden list.
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Ramsgate Branch
So much has happened during the last month or so, that
it is rather difficult to keep up to scratch, especially when a
strike comes along and upsets the normal round. I am
afraid I cannot account for the absence of notes in last
month's Dragon. 1 am certain I wrote them and sent them
off, so I was very surprised when none appeared, but I
apologise for their absence and will try tp give a brief account
of Ramsgate's activities for the past three months.
June and July are fairly busy months for us here and we
expect the numbers at our meetings to fall off a bit, but
this year such was not the case. We had two very well
attended meetings, and in connection with the Borough
75th Anniversary, quite a lot of social activity. One excellent
item was the Danish players, who staged The Saga of Amled
in Ellington Park, over one hundred players putting on the
show every night for the Anniversary week.
Of course, as far as the Regiment were concerned, the
real high spot was the presentation of the Freedom of The
Borough to the Regiment on July 16th. A wonderful
spectacle in which the Branch took part, and here let me
say how very pleased we were to have so many officers and
members of other Branches attending, to assist us in making
up a really worthwhile contingent of the "Past", to march
past the Mayor of Ramsgate and theColonel of the Regiment.
I am sure the Danes who attended this parade were greatly
impressed, as we were to have them with us, especially the
Officers of the Danish Life Guards. After the parade, we
entertained the visiting Branches to tea at our Headquarters.
I am sorry to say that there just was not sufficient room to
accommodate our own Branch as well, and thanks to those
who came along to help, also to our Host and Hostess, who
put on such a good tea. I must also thank Captain Speakman
the Town Clerk, for the photograph of the Freedom Certifi
cate which he presented to the Branch. Having safely seen
"Hoppo" on the way, we were able to breathe freely and
later went back to our Headquarters in case any visitors
were still about and would like to join us for liquid refresh
ment, but no one appeared so we gathered they had either
gone home or were entangled elsewhere.
From here I lost touch a bit, as I usually do, having to
spend several days at Bisley, followed by a spell in Camp,
to come back and prepare for Remembrance Sunday at
Canterbury, which again was a jolly good show, thanks
again to Colonel Argles and his army of helpers. Only one
small moan this year, "Not enough PINT POTS in the Bar",
so I'm told. I did not notice the shortage, but I don't think
we need bring that up at the A.G.M.
The following Saturday we managed a coach party to
Canterbury for the Depot "At Home" which was yet
another excellent show, particularly the Regimental Band,
and the display given by the massed Bands. On the topic
of the Band, we in Ramsgate have derived quite a lot of
pleasure recently from hearing the Regimental Band and
I would like to take this opportunity of saying how much we
have appreciated their programmes, and to offer our thanks.
While at the same time we are in many ways sorry to know
that Mr. Sharpe will shortly be leaving us, we can, and do
wish him all the very best and every success in higher
spheres.
The next day some of us made the short trip to Westwood
Drill Hall, where the 5th Battalion Band made, I think
I am right in saying, their first public performance, and
what a performance! I can only remark that if that is the
shape of the future Band, then we shall not be without
really good music from our own Regiment, even when the
amalgamation has taken place.

While on about Westwood, we offer our congratulations
to R.Q.M.S. Simpson on his promotion to Lieutenant
Quartermaster. "You will soon have to flog the 'bike' Bert
and buy a car."
I had better give over I think for this month. One other
item I have just remembered. In the early part of the period
that these notes cover, I had a very pleasant surprise visit
from ex C.S.M. Stroud, who was here on holiday, and was
able to put him in touch with many of his old friends. Also
whilst seeing off some friends at the coach station a few
weeks back, I ran into Bill (Boot) Paramour, who is living
and I believe working in Guildford.
Best wishes to all Buffs everywhere.
*

*

*

BEN.

Ladies' Guild
Thank you, Canterbury, for a wonderful "At Home".
We had a very pleasant afternoon, the weather being so
kind to us.
The excellent demonstrations and displays by all units
concerned brings them congratulations on their inexhaustible
supply of energy. It makes one realize just how much hard
work is done for one's enjoyment.
I wonder how many readers of The Dragon and friends
were able to attend the inaugural Band Concert of the 5th
Battalion held at Westwood Drill Hall on Sunday, August
16th. I have heard a great deal of praise and congratulation
for their playing, and I am sure we all wish them every
success in the future, and hope they will hold many more
concerts.
Attendances at our monthly meetings are slightly im
proving, but we would very much like to see many more
members turn up. Maybe when the notsosunny evenings
are with us we shall see more ladies attending. I hope so.
It was hoped that for our September meeting we were
going to have a home garden produce stall, but owing to
the lack of rain we have decided that the fruits and vege
tables would not be looking their very best, so we are falling
back on an old standby, a Beetle Drive.
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Canterbury Branch
The rationing of wartime commodities was not so success
ful in slimming the girth of our Journal as was the recent
rationg of "Printer's Pie", which of course made bad trade
for Mr. Mould, who normally flogs the book to our monthly
fraternity.
Just after the despatch of last month's notes we did our
small mite towards the local Carnival by providing a few
collectors en route. Major Worts, M.C., of the 4th Battalion,
kindly helped us out with some willing hands from his own
command, and to these volunteersand our own hardy annuals
we extend our thanks. Mr. Kidder, Junior, is Secretary of
the Carnival Committee, and he must have derived much
satisfaction from the universal approbation of this year's
show.
It is difficult to give full credit to such an event as our
Remembrance Sunday almost two months after the event
has taken place, for it has long ceased to be topical and of
course the local newspapers itemise the Service itself. We are
appreciative of the hard work that Colonels Argles and
Evans, and the Depot Staff generally do for us on this
occasion, and we thank, too, our Standard Bearers and
executives for their part in the parade. For the first time,
I believe, our President was unable to command our detach
ment and strangely enough our few eligibles for this honour
were also unable to participate through medical grounds,
etc. Mr. George Mould—a fitting representative—ably
deputised for Colonel Roscow Reid, M.C,
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We congratulate R. S. M. White upon the award of the
Meritorious Service Medal, which by careful timing (and a
little string pulling, methinks) was made the last official
occasion for that Warrant Officer in England. May good
luck attend Mr. White and his good lady in the new faroff
lands.
On the 28th August over 30 of us assembled for our little
bit of business and a natter. Although we had official
apologies from Colonels Roscow Reid, King and Argles,
we had substantial and welcome substitutes in the forms of
Major E. G. Cox, Captain Lunn and R.S.M. Sharman, the
trinity of our Depot. Other visitors, too, from Ramsgate
again gave us their patronage.
We got a bit behind times with our bookings for the
Abbotts Barton Hotel dance room, and so we are making
tentative arrangements to put a dance on at the New Infantry
(Howe) Barracks if sufficient strings can be pulled. In
addition, we have our feelers out for a social evening at
either the Depot Mess or in conjunction with the 4th Bat
talion Sergeants at their Leros Centre.
Our new host, Sgt. George, is doing things very well for
us, so we are very comfortable indeed.
BABU.

We congratulate R.S.M. White on receiving his
Meritorious Medal, and wish him and Mrs. White all the
best in his new posting.

Brighton Branch

No doubt many words will have been written about
Remembrance Sunday, but we would like to add our praises
to a day that will always remain in our thoughts. Words
cannot express the feeling we all get at that most memorable
Service.
We wish to thank all who took part, and helped to make
it such a wonderful day.
Our Branch was wellsupported this year, and Mr. Jimmy
Dray was given a warm welcome when he got on the coach
and also when he got to the Depot, by many of his friends.
We hope you will make it next year, Jim.
It was a big surprise to us all when Dave Brown walked
into our meeting with Bert Tester, and to see Bert looking
better, although we shall be delighted when we can put that
crutch on the bonfire when you give us the O.K., Bert,
that you can get around without it.
Mr. Tester asked me to convey through these notes his
most grateful thanks to all who visited him during his long
illness.
Sandwich Branch
May I, as one who attended the "At Home", say what a
The Branch Annual Outing was held on Sunday, July 12th, wonderful afternoon it was. The Massed Bands were really
when 36 members and ladies left Sandwich by coach at great.
8 a.m. for Brighton. Travelling via the coast, our first]stop
I'm afraid these notes are very short, but having been on
was at Rye. From here we turned inland and our next stop
was at Battle, where we took coffee. We then made our holiday, and most of the members having been enjoying the
way into Lewes, and so on into Brighton, where we arrived, glorious summer, news is rather scarce.
I would like to send our very best wishes to the Secretary
about midday. Here we were welcomed by the Secretary,
Mr. Kimsley, and several members and ladies of the Brighton of the London Branch for a speedy recovery. We were very
sorry to hear from your' members, Scotty, that you are in
Branch, which was very much appreciated.
A photograph was taken of a group at the Pierhead by hospital, and sincerely hope that you are new feeling a lot
an old Buff, who was trading there. We trust we made a better.
Best wishes to all Branches, and to the Regiment.
good picture. During our six hours' stay our members went
their various ways, to meet again at 5.45 p.m. However,
W.A.K.
there were so many coaches present, and it was 6.15 p.m.
before our party was complete. Members of the Brighton
Branch kindly came along to bid us farewell. Our return
journey was across country and our only stop was at the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT OF
Royal Standard at Bethersden.
REGULAR SAILORS SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN
We arrived home at 10.15 p.m., having had a most enjoy
CALLING ALL REGULAR SOLDIERS
able day.
On Thursday, July 12th, about 12 members and ladies
of the Branch managed to attend the Freedom of Ramsgate
Ceremony. Being midweek, the P. & P. numbers were
rather small, but it was very nice to see so many of the real
old brigade present. It was a lovely day and the whole show
was very much enjoyed. Thank you, Ramsgate, for your
very nice refreshments after the show. They were very much
appreciated.
On Sunday, August 9th, over 60 members and ladies
DO YOU KNOW
attended the Annual Memorial Service and Reunion at
Canterbury. This year the Branch had the honour of leading that there is a Branch of this organisation operating in the
the Branches with their new Standard, which was carried locality of your home?
by our ViceChairman and Escorts, Mr. C. Willis and Mr.
It is only waiting for a personal call from you, or a ring
J. Field. Twentysix members were on parade under our on the telephone or a postcard, to get busy with your
Chairman, Major F. W. Tomlinson, who marched to the employment problem.
Cathedral with us. We were alsc pleased to have the support
If you have forgotten, lost or have never been told the
of members from Deal and Faversham. The Service as address
your Area Jobfinder, apply at any Post Office, or
usual was most impressive and, according to the writer's to your ofown
Regimental Association. They'll be able to
brotherinlaw, an exR.S.M. of the R.A.A.C., who was give it to you.
present and has attended this kind of Service in many
parts of the world, he had never attended anything that Regular Forces Employment Association,
62 Victoria Street, S.W.I.
would come up to this.
[194]
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Where will the Bank Manager be
at 10.2 a.m. tomorrow?
he will have glanced
through his morning's post. So now,
B
his branch of Lloyds Bank having
Y TEN O'CLOCK

opened, the Manager will be at the
service of his customers. Ready to advise
them on financial matters of any kind.
To those who want to borrow money,
for instance, he will explain that the Bank
lends for business or personal needs at
rates of interest linked to Bank Rate and
charged on a daytoday basis  and that

there is no cheaper way of borrowing. Very
likely, new customers will come into the
bank to ask about opening an account.
The Manager will make the acquaintance
of each one of them and tell them all they
need to know about running a bank
account  including the extremely low
and fully competitive charges.
And of course he will tell them about
the advantages of the full service which
Lloyds Bank offers to all customers.

You are not limited to a cheque book service if you bank with
Lloyds. We give at all our branches and to all customers a complete
banking service  at a modest and competitive cost.
We would like to have you as one of our customers. Why not go in
and have a word with the Manager of your local branch next time
you are passing ?

8 ^ L L O Y D S BANK L I M I T E D
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' ft
a
i
n
^ A
is notj a~ aMember
of the* Past and Present
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Regimental Ties 12/ each and Motor Car Badges £1 7s. 6d.
each may be obtained from :—
The Secretary
Past and Present Association The Buffs
Depot The Buffs
Canterbury
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We ask for Your Support and that of your Friends.
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BT APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS SC CROWN JEWELLERS

The Badge of your Regiment .
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths &
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

The Buffs
Gold and Enamel
Home £7 0 0
Export £6 2 6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

JOIN T H E
PAST A N D PRESENT
ASSOCIATION
FOR

BLAZER BADGES

GARRARD & CO. LTD.

of your Regiment. . .

Crown Jewellers

OFFICIAL BADGE "THE BUFFS"

formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

10/6

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021

DEAKIN & SONS, Ltd.
Sun St. & Guildhall St., Canterbury
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J. H. & J. BROOKE, Ltd.
IMPORTERS AND BOTTLERS OF FINE WINES
FOR OVER 150 YEARS

By Appointment

To H.M. Queen Elizabeth I1
Wine Merchants

L ONDO

—27 CLEMENTS LANE, E.C.4
Telephone: MANslon House, 5301 (2 lines) & 7097

FOLKESTONE

134 SANDGATE ROAD
Telephone: Folkestone 3123 (2 lines)

HYTHE, KENT

78 HIGH STREET
Telephone: 66301

Delivery by our own vans in London, Folkestone,
Hythe, and many parts of the Home Counties.

FOSTER
CURKiS
1
^

Have YOU —
a Printing Problem ?

®

FRESH FROM THE

then Solve it by ringing

CANTERBURY  2107

GARDEN OF
ENGLAND
or by visiting the offices of

GIBBS & SONS
Delicious Foods from
Foster Clark's of Maidstone, Kent, include:
CANNED FRUIT & VEGETABLES.
CUSTARD, BLANCMANGE, JELLIES,
BAKED BEANS, PACKET SOUPS

16 ORANGE

STREET

CANTERBURY

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY GIBBS AND SONS, ORANGE STREET, CANTERBURY

THE DRAGON
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OF THE BUFFS
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
M A Y F AT
IR
HE TAILOR

48

BROOK

ST.,

MAYFAIR,

LONDON,

W.l.

(Opposite Claridge's Hotel)
AND

39 LONDON ROAD, CAMBERLEY
Morning and Evening Wear, Court and Military Dress for all occasions

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits

All Cloths cut by expert West End Cutters and made exclusively by hand
in our Mayfair Workshops by the Best English Tailors
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE BUFFS
Telephones:
Mayfair 0945—Camberley 498

Telegrams:
"Militaila Wesdo, London"

Castings for Industry

PLEASE ENLIST
A

Well-known in the shipbuilding,

N E W SUBSCRIBER

aircraft and other Industries, STONE'S
castings are also supplied to general
engineering firms — for whom an

TO "THE DRAGON"

excellent service exists. Castings of
all descriptions — in brass, bronze,

Originally Established 1896

and aluminium and magnesium alloys

Telephone 2785

FRANK J. SANGERS

— are produced under laboratory
control, with full machining facilities

(EX BUFF)

available if required.

English Butcher and Poulterer
LICENSED DEALER IN GAME

J. STONE & CO. (CHARLTON) LTD.

Regular and prompt deliveries in this area
Purveyor of English Poultry only

Main Works

Branch Works

WOOLWICH ROAD, S.E.7.

THE CANAL, GRAVESEND

(Greenwich 3277)

114 NORTRGATE, CANTERBURY
[ii]

(Gravesend 5247)

THE BUFFS (Royal East Kent Regiment)
ColonelinChief: His Majesty Frederik IX, K.G., King of Denmark
Colonel: MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

Lewis, P. J. (Supernumary)
Edlmann, E. L. C., M.C. .,
Dendy, R. H

Yates, G. H. A.
Ravenhill, R. A. C. ...
Majendie, A. E.
Crichton, R. F., M.C.
McGrath, B., M.C. ...
Morgan, F. de R., M.C.
Cox, E. G., M.C.
Worts, J. B., M.C. ...
Court, D. N
Nash, J. P
Iliffe, R. O., M.B.E....
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
Barrett, D. P. R.

Dent,.J. E

MacDonald, E. W.
Semmence, R. G. H.
Squire, S. J., M.B.E.
Willows, D. A.
Thorneycroft, F. E. ...
Peckham, A. D.
Wilson, P. F.> D.F.C.
Hamilton, C. M.
Gatehouse, H. R.

CAPTAINS—continued

O.C., Int. Corps Centre.
Leave.
O.C., 1st Bn.

Lees, H. D
Grugeon, J. D.
West, C. T. F.
Ward, M. W
Dracopoli, M. P. St. F.
MAJORS
Tennent, H. C. L. ...
Davison, J. H.
H.Q., 50 Indep. Inf. Bde.
Baker, R. W. M.
...
H.Q., Landenmark, Copenhagen.
Edgecombe,
D.A.Q.M.G.(Maint.) Eastern Command Lunn, J. M G. J. B.
H.Q. 6 Inf. Bde. Gp.
G.S.O.2 (Ops), H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
1st Bn.
O.C., Depot.
4th Bn.
1st Bn.
Lea, R.
Ghana Regt.
Shephard, J. N.
2 Royal Malay Regt.
Williams, R. T. P.
5th Bn.
Reid, J. D. W.
Leave
Dewar, C. M. C.
1st Bn.
White, J. J. ...
G.S.O.2, Nigeria Mil. Forces.
Boucher, S. M.
5 Royal Malay Regt.
Cole, P. E. ...
B.M., 125 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
10 Para. Bn. (T.A.).
1st Bn.
Depot.
Army Air Corps.
Tarver, H. N.
1st Bn.
Mons O.C.S.
CAPTAINS

French, B. G. J.
Griffin, C. J. (T/Major)
StratfordTuke, R. A. F.
(T/Major)

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
Adjt., 1st Bn.
School of Infantry, Warminster
1st Bn.
H.Q., 5 Inf. Bde. Gp.
H.Q., MidWest Dist.
1st Bn.
R.A.F., Middle Wallop.
Adjt., Depot.
LIEUTENANTS

22 S.A.S.
Depot.
Depot.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

... 1st Bn.

QUARTERMASTERS

Depot. H.C.B. Coy
1st Bn.

Watts, E. H. F., M.B.E.
Kille, W. E., M.B.E....
Catt, A. H
Ransley, E. J., M.C....

1st Bn.

...
...
...
...

Leave.
Maj., Depot.
Capt., 1st Bn.
Maj., 5th Bn.

ATTACHED TO 1ST BATTALION
CHAPLAIN:
MEDICAL OFFICER
PAYMASTER: Major C. W. Brooke, R.A.P.C.

Short Service Commissions
MAJORS

LIEUTENANTS

O. i/c Records, Exeter.
Leave U.K.
Staff Capt. "Q", H.Q. Land Forces,
Persian Gulf.
Nigeria Mil. Forces

Ford, E. N., M.C. ...
Carey, R., M.C.
Elliott. N
Butcher. D. A. T. ...

CAPTAINS

P.S.O.. H.C.B.

Fakley, J. F.

Bois, H.

... 1st Bn.
QUARTERMASTERS

Stone, J. H„ Major
Faulkner, G. T., Capt.
...
Shilling, W.G., B.E.M., Lieut.
Rose, J. R., Lieut,
 Extended Service Officer

B.A.O.R.
1st Bn.
B.A.O.R.
4th Bn.

National Service Officers
2ND LIEUTENANTS

ParryJones, O. J. C.
Lewis, R. C
Gilchrist, A. D. B. ..
Cope, R. H
Gardener. E. A. J. ..

...
...
...
...
...

1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
1st Bn.
att. Para. Regt.

2ND LIEUTENANTS—continued

Poole, G. R. ...
Symes, P. W. ...
Pickard, C. R.
March, J. M....

[iiil

1st Bn.
att. R.A.O.C.
1st Bn.
... 1st Bn.

4th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL

Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P., Woodcourt, 1 Park Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent.
CAPTAINS—continued
White, C.
Winch, A. G. W., D.P.C.
Auld, C. W.
Oliver, C. P.
Sayer, C. H.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

Alexander, U. H. B., M.B.E.
MAJORS

Worts, J. B., M.C.
(Training Major)
Tilleard, J., T.D.
Plunkett, P. N. P.
Medlicott, J. P.
Jarman, R.

LIEUTENANTS

Arnold, P. H.
Morlock, P. J.
Smallwood, P. J. C.
Brice, E. St. J.
Redfern, A. J.
Johnson, B. D. G.

CAPTAINS

Johnson, R. F.
Howland, N. M.

LIE utehants—continued
Hills, A. M.
Daniel, O. R., A/Capt.
Wallace, W. R. D.
Neame, C. R. B.
Hardy, J. E.
Wells, N. S.
Cook, C. P.
Griffiths, W. G.
Holloway, R.

N.S. LIST
LIEUTENANTS

Whelan, P. M.
Boyle, C. P.

QUARTERMASTER

Rose, J. R., Lieut.

MEDICAL OFFICER

Cassidi, F. P., Major
R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Woodman, H. H. K., Capt.,
R.A.P.C.

Browne, P. S.
5th Battalion (T.A.)
HON. COLONEL

Col. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M.C., J.P., Ashurst Park, Tunbridge Wells.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

CAPTAINS

LIEUTENANTS—continued

Baddeley, W. D.
Daisy, L. H. W.
Crowdy, R. E. L.
Wright, R. P.
Calvert, J. O. P.
Semmence, D. H.

GardnerThorpe, R. L., T.D.
MAJORS

Cobb, F. D. C., T.D. (2 I.C.)
Dunglinson, W. G. H.
(Training Major)
Neville, F. G., M.C., T.D.
Martin, F. H., T.D.
Robinson, C. R.
Balding, C. E. E.
Tuppen, R. C. G.
Morgan, R. J. S., M.C.

LIEUTENANTS

LIEUTENANTS—continued

Hollies, R. J.

York, A. G.
Cathery, A. J.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Garnsey, G.
Dineley, G.
Court, C. G.
Gower, C. M.

Quick, J. K.
Turner, G. P., A/Capt.
Moulton, J. S., A/Capt.
Freebairn, R. G.
Proctor, A. D. M.
Evans, P. V.
Plunkett, H. D.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Catton, J. B.

QUARTERMASTERS

Ransley, E. J., M.C., Major
Simpson, B. E., Lieut. (T.A.)

N.S. LIST
LIEUTENANTS

Duckworth, M. W.
Mason, A. H.
Knight, D. C.
Gillett, S.
Morris, D. H. F.

Staff and Command
MajorGeneral R. W.
Col. J. G. Atkinson, O.B.E.
Craddock, C.B.. C.B.E..
D.S.O
D.M.O. War Office
Col. H. P. Williams, O.B.E.
Brig. R. F. Parry, M.C.
Deputy Comdr. Salisbury Plain Dist.
Col. H. R. Grace, O.B.E.,

MEDICAL OFFICER

Talty, S. K., Lieut., R.A.M.C.
PAYMASTER

Joshua, D. W., Lieut., R.A.P.C.
Chief of Staff (Col.) Federation Army
Malaya.
Col. A/Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Brigade Colonel H.C.B.

TERRITORIAL ARMY

Col. G. R. D. Hews, M.C., T.D., J.P. (Training Colonel 133 Inf. Bde.) (T.A.)
WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Sharman, R.
W.O. I (B./M.) Lynes, W.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Webb, C. R.
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Day, S. J.
W.O.II Ellis, D. T.
W.O.II Floyd, P. J.
W.O.II Mannering, D. C.
W.O.II Lyons, B. J.
W.O.II Colyer, A.
W.O.II Mills, D. A.
W.O.II Bryant, A. E.
C/Sgt. CliftonSprigg, H.
C/Sgt. Larkin, F.
C/Sgt. (D.M.) Simmonds, R. V.
C/Sgt. Vaughan, F.
C/Sgt. Adlam, R. J.

C/Sgt. Stokes, T. G. D.
C/Sgt. Stoakes, A. D. R.
C/Sgt. Cribben, R. J.
C/Sgt. Kay, M.
Sgt. Histed W. A.
Sgt. Page, A.
Sgt. Wagstaff, A.
Sgt. Parker, E.
Sgt. Pooley, L.
Sgt. Munns, R.
Sgt. Winter, A.
Sgt. Wright, J.
Sgt. Hansen, T.
Sgt. Yuill, N.
Sgt. Haylett, R.
Sgt. Rodmell, F.

W.O.I (R.S.M.) Hannaway, R. G.
W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) Kennard, C.
W.O.II (C.S,.M.) Champion, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Newman, P.
C/Sgt. Smith A.

C/Sgt. Gaskili, I. D.
C/Sgt. Diamond, R.
C/Sgt. Miller, C.
Sgt. Chinnery, J. A.
Sgt. Naylor, D.

PERMANENT STAFF

W.O. I (R.S.M.) Fairbanks, D.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Denny, F.
Sgt. Recton, T.
Sgt. Harris, F.
Sgt. Porter, J.
Sgt. Wood, R. J.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Harwood, E.
W.O.II (C.S.M. White, R.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Antrichan, G.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Williams, E.

1st Battalion
Sgt. Bird, N.
Sgt. Lockwood, A.
Sgt. Townsley, J.
Sgt. Marsh, P.
Sgt. Williams, H.
Sgt. Adam3, S.
Sgt. Athawes, H.
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Wood, G.
Sgt. Underhill J
Sgt. Coles, G.
Sgt. Speaight, P
Sgt. Kelly, F.
Sgt. McNeill, G.
Sgt. Marks, J.
Sgt. Barrell, J.
Depot The Buffs
Sgt. Parker, B.
Sgt. Parker, S. E.
Sgt. Coombs, A.
Sgt. Jephcott, J.
Sgt. Batchelor, R.

4th Battalion (T.A.)
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Percival, F.
Sgt. Scott, G.
C/Sgt. Trinkwon, A.
Sgt. Cope, H.
C/Sgt. Chidwick, E.
Sgt. Hazzard, E.
C/Sgt. Wraight, S.
Sgt. Hunt, E.
C/Sgt. Cole, L.
Sgt. Drury, F.
Sgt. Babbage, W.
Sgt. Smith, C.
Sgt. Thundow, W.
Sgt. Noyes, H.
Sgt. Allen, A.
Sgt. Feaver, B.
Sgt. Jones, K.
Sgt. Cowles, P.
Sgt. Smith, W.
Sgt. Cherry, D.
Sgt. Housden, A.
Sgt. Packham, J.
Sgt. Ellis, A.
Sgt. Eccles, A.
Sgt. Hall, Y.
Sgt. Waller, R. B.

ATTACHED

W.O.II Clay, A.S., B.E.M.(R.A.P.C.
W.O.II McCormick. S. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Gould, F. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Wallace, J. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Smith, J. (R.A.O.C.)
Sgt. Thompson, A. (R.A.E.C.)
S/I Norwood, G. (A.P.T.C.)
S/Sgt. Lumbard, J. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Arnold, J. (R.E.M.E.)

ATTACHED

C.S.M.I. Lett, P. (A.P.T.C.)
Sgt. Perry, A. C. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Lister, P. (R.A.P.C.)

Sgt. (D./M.) Pattenden, R.
Sgt. Gardner, A.
Sgt.. George, R.
Sgt. Bassett, C.
Sgt. Thompson, R.
Sgt. Shuman, J.
Sgt. Roberts, B.
Sgt. Collins, A. A.
A TTAPHUn

Sgt. Saunders, H. <R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Castle, G. (R.A.M.C.)
Sgt. Chambers, G. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Adams, S.

THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES,
67/68 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S.W.I.
TEL. WHITEHALL 2504

PERFECT GIN AND TONIC

Undoubtedly the coolest, cleanest drink
in the world with a subtle flavour of its very own.
Best results are easily obtained by simply
mixing Gordon's and tonic water in a
goodish sized glass, add a thin slice of
lemon and relax . . . Then you'll have
proved to yourself that there's
nothing, absolutely nothing, so
good as a Gordon's* Gin and Tonic.
*ASK FOR IT BY NAME

I Gordon's
SIS DilTlUfM

If you are fitting out for an overseas posting

OOOO can be relied upon to measure up to your
requirements
^

UNEQUALLED RANGE OF CARS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
TAX FREE USE IN THE U.K.

^

DEFERRED PAYMENT TERMS AVAILABLE

SHIPMENT OVERSEAS ARRANGED
WORLDWIDE SERVICE AND PARTS AVAILABILITY
For further details of the Visit Britain Plan and Personal Export
Scheme contact your nearest Ford Main Dealer or

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LTD
10^59—1 Pr!n:ed in Great Britain
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The Governor and Company
cf Adventurers of. England
Trading into Hudson's Bay
INCORPORATED 2nd MAY 1670

A MESSAGE

It's the best you can get
— and you can get a bottle
in the N.A.A.F.I.

from the Chairman of

HER MAJESTY'S FORCES
SAVINGS COMMITTEE
IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY started saving, you
should try to develop the savings habit while
you are in the Services.
There are excellent facilities for saving in
all Units of the Services in every part of the
world — in fact the slogan of H.M. Forces
Savings Committee is "Wherever you serve,
you can save."
We have an excellent series of leaflets (as
illustrated above) which tell in simple lan
guage all about Forces Savings.
Why not write for a copy of the leaflet
which applies to your Service? Write to me
personally: —

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Saunders,
GCB, KBE, MC, DFC, MM.

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee,
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7.
Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee

SUPPLEMENT No. 1-PAGE TWO

Printed in Great Britain

5th Battalion (T.A.)
PERMANENT STAFF
W.O. I. (R.S.M.) Green, F. J.
W.O.II Jephcott, H.
W.O.II Johns, P.
Sgt. Edwards, T. C.
Sgt. Streeter, E.
Sgt. Billett, S.W.
Sgt. Noy, A.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

W.O.n (R.Q.M.S.) Simpson, B.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Rogers, W.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Lifficrap, S.
W.O.n (C.S.M.) Gabriel, J.
W.O.n (C.S.M.) Ballard, G.
W.O.II (C.S.M.) Dunstall, A.

W.O. II (C.S.M.) Hurlow, R.
W.O.II Sinclair, L.
C/Sgt. Bond, E.
C/Sgt. Giles, J.
C/Sgt. Port, H.
C/Sgt. Winter, F.
C/Sgt. Daisy, L.
C/Sgt. Sayers, F.
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Morsman. W.
Sgt. Philpott, T.
Sgt. Mauger, C.
Sgt. Cummins, P.
Sgt. Dennis, P.
Sgt. Erridge, D.
Sgt. Barker, W.
Sgt. Todd, H.

Sgt. Bradford, R.
Sgt. Cozens, L.
Sgt. Dennis, R.
Sgt. Turner, E.
Sgt. Smith, S.
Sgt. Kinnear, P.
Sgt. Ashby, G.
Sgt. Kennett, A.
Sgt. Stockdale, J.
Sgt. Christian, W.
Sgt. Overton, H
Sgt. Pottle, A.
Sgt. Joiner, W.
Sgt. Mirams, D»
Sgt. James, A.
Sgt. Isaacs, A.

Sgt. Burton, A.
Sgt. Cooper, E.
Sgt. Johnson, B.
Sgt. Whittall, S.
Sgt. Joy, H.
Sgt. Laird, G.
Sgt. (DM.) Hill, J., B.E.M,
Sgt. Saffery, D.
Sgt. Cole, C.
Sgt. Carty, H.
ATTACHED

W.O.II Austin, A. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. Collins, D. (R.A.P.C.)
Sgt. King, C. (R.E.M.E.)
Sgt. Turner, R. (A.C.C.)
Sgt. Ingmire,G. (R.A.M.C.)

Regimental Appointments
Chairman: Regimental Committee
Tfirig. F. W. B. Parry, C.B.E., A.D.C.
Executive Committee
Administrative Officer—Depot The Buffs
Secretary: Canterbury Cricket Week Club
|
Lieut.Col. H. S. Knocker
Dragon Club
Regimental Committee
Lieut.Col. G. R. Howe
Curator: Regimental Museum
Secretary: Past and Present Association, The Buffs)
Executive Committee
JLieut.Col. E. V. Argles
Editor: The Dragon

r

Battalion Addresses
1st Battalion, British Forces Post Office 20
4th Battalion (T.A.), Leros T.A. Centre, Sturry Road, Canterbury
5th Battalion (T.A.), T.A. Centre, Westwood, Broadstairs

HERBERT JOHNSON

i/m
(BOND ST.)

LTD.

specialise in hats for every
occasion —faultless hats
made to suit you personally,
with the same distinctive
correctness that is observed in
the making of all regimental
headgear. Also available
are impeccable accessories
including regimental
and club ties.
38 New Bond St., London W.1.
Mayfair 0784
Weekdays 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
(Thursdays 6.30 p.m.)
Saturdays 9 a.m. — 1 p.m.
40a London Rd., Camberley
(Wednesday afternoons only)
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The Past and Present Association
Headquarters: DEPOT, THE BUFFS
Telephone: CANTERBURY 4764.

Chairman: BRIGADIER F. W. B. PARRY, C.B.E., A.D.C.

Secretary: LIEUT.COL. E. V. AROLBS.

BRANCHES
Branch
1. ASHFORD

2.

LONDON

3. DOVER
4.

WEALD

Chairman
Mr. A. Mills

Secretary
Mr. A. C. Mills, 20 Waterman House*
Godfrev Walk, Ashford, Kent.
Mr. L. King
Mr. H.J. Scott, 1A Farnan Road, Streatham
London, S.W.16
Mr. T. Noakes
Mr. R. G. Smith, 27 Mayfield Avenue,
Dover.
Lt.Col. J. E. Clarke, M.B.E. Mr. D. H. Day, 3 Pittlesden, Tenterden.

5. MEDWAY

Mr. F. J. Cox

6. SITTINGBOURNE

Col. D. J. Dean,

7.

Mr. A. J. Bingham

RAMSGATE

8. MARGATE

V.C., T.D., D.L., J.P.

Major W. T. Jarman

— HYTHE
9. CANTERBURY

Mr. R. Barham

10.

HERNE BAY

Mr. F. Marsh

11.

FOLKESTONE

Mr. W. Brunger

12. SANDWICH

Major F. W. Tomlinson

— FAVERSHAM
13. BRIGHTON

Capt. M. de J. Creswick

14.

Major W. M. Iversen,

DENMARK

15. SOUTHEAST
DORSET

K.D.. M.V.O.

Major C. W. Warren

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, Drill Hall,
Newtown Road, 7 p.m.
Third Saturday in each month, The Prince
Alfred, Tufton Street, S.W.I, 7.30 p.m.
First Thursday in each month Drill Hall,
Liverpool Street, 7.45 p.m.
HAWKHURST SUBAREA. Third Thursday in
each month, British Legion House,
Hawkhurst, 7.45 p.m.
Mr. H. A. J. Brand, 83 Delce Road, Third Saturdayin each month, BritishLegion
Rochester.
Club, Southill Barracks, Chatham.
7.30 p.m.
Mr. J. Read, 3 Murston Road, Sittingbourne First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Crown Quay Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Mr. J. R. Hogben, 189 St. Luke's Avenue, Third Friday in each month, Freemason's
Ramsgate
Tavern, Ramsgate, 8 p.m.
Major R. C. G. Tuppen, 112 Dane Valley Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Road, Margate
Victoria Road, 8 p.m.
In abeyance.
Major H. E. Chambers, 59 Hillside Avenue, Fourth Friday in each month, Leros T.A.
Canterbury
Canterbury 5118
Centre, Sturry Road, 8 p.m.
Mr. A. Trice, 23 Queen's Gardens, Herne Second Monday in each month, British
Bay
Legion Club, May Lodge, 8 p.m.
Mr. H. Fordred, 36 Fernbank Crescent
Second Friday in each month, T.A.
Folkestone.
Drill Hall, Shellons Street, 8 p.m.
Mr. H. Taylor, 19 Paradise Row, Sandwich. First Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
8 p.m.
In abeyance.
Mr. W. Kinsey, 44 Rotherfield Crescent, Third Monday in each month, R.E. Record
Brighton.
Social Club, The College, Ditchling Road,
Brighton, 8 p.m.
Mr. P. BERENDT, Ostergade 22, Copen First Tuesday in monthsOctober—May, Res.
hagen K.
taurant Josty, Pile A116 14A, Copenhagen.
Mr. G. Saunders, 40 Links Road, Westham, Third Thursday in each month, Wyke Hotel,
Weymouth.
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, 8 p.m.

The Association exists to foster Comradeship and to give a helping hand to those in distress.
Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Buffs.
Subscription rates are:—
Life Membership: Officers £2.
Other Ranks £1.
Annual Membership: Officers 5/. Other Ranks 2/6.
Entrance Fee: 1/.

LADIES' GUILD
President: MRS. V. BOUCHER
Branch

Chairman

1.

LONDON

Mrs. M. E. Odell

2.

DOVER

Mrs. J. Crookenden, J.P.

3.

FOLKESTONE

Mrs. Coote

4.

MEDWAY

Mrs. King Holt

5. SITTINGBOURNE

Mrs. M. E. Dean

6. Canterbury

Mrs. E. V. Argles.

7.

Miss M. Cayley

RAMSGATE

Secretary
Mrs. M. J. Dalgleish, Woodville, Highwood
Hill, London, N.W. 7.

Meeting Dates and Places
First Saturday in each month, The Queen's
Head, 2 Marsham Street, Westminster,
S.W.I, 6.30 p.m.
Mrs. Wraight, 93 Markland Road, Dover.
First Thursday in each month, Belgrave
Hall, Belgrave Road, Dover, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Kay Mantell, 5 Page Place, Folkestone. Every other Wednesday, Drill Hall, Shellons
Street, Folkestone, 3.30 p.m.
Mrs. W. T. Brooker, 67 Malvern Road, Fourth Tuesday in each month, Foresters'
Gillingham, Kent.
Hall, King Street, Gillingham, 2.30 p.m.
Mrs. E. Farrington, 28 Commonwealth Third Wednesday in each month, Drill Hall,
Close, Sittingbourne.
Crown Quay Lane, Sittingbourne, 6.45 p.m.
Mrs. U. H. B. Alexander, Little Acres, First Wednesday in each month, Leros T.A.
Littlebourne, Canterbury.
Centre, Sturry Road, 3 p.m.
Mrs. D. Joy, 17 Riversdale Road, Ramsgate. First Friday in each month, Drill Hall,
Willsons Road, 7.30 p.m.
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Poor
Mr. Short

Mr. Long and Mr. Short are both Men of Vision. But up
till now their visions haven't shown any sign of materialising.
Mr. Long longs for a car of his own—he has his eye on a
5|litre AC/DC superchoked NewtonleWillows Gran
Turismo Special.
Mr. Short is short of the wherewithal to keep his ancestral
mansion from coming apart at the dampcourse.
But neither can afford to fork out a large sum in hard cash.
So what to do ?

I VSII /;/{: talk

to UDTabout it
[vii]

UD Thelps all sorts of people to buy all sorts
of things. Farmers buy their stock, motorists
buy their ears, householders 'do up' their
property—all without drawing on capital.
There are UDToffices throughout the country
—you'll find the address of the nearest in
your local directory. If you think UDT
could help you, have a word with the Manager.

United Dominions Trust
(Commercial) Limited
United Dominions House, Eastcheap, LondonEC3
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The Badge of the
Home Counties Brigade

Special Order of the Day
BY THE COLONELS OF REGIMENTS OF
THE HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE IN
COUNCIL

O

N the adoption today by the Infantry Regi
ments of the Counties of Surrey, Kent,
Sussex and Middlesex of the new badge
approved by Her Majesty The Queen, the Home
Counties Brigade takes its firmly established place
as an integral part of the British Regular Army.

We wish to place on record our faith in the future
of the Brigade; in the loyalty and devotion to
duty of all ranks; and in the unity of purpose,
ideals and standards of which this badge is the
visible symbol.
The honoured traditions, customs and histories
built up by the Regiments in the Brigade over the
centuries and, in many cases, already shared, will
continue.

T

HE badge was taken into use by the Regular
element of the Regiments in the Brigade, on
October 14th. These Regiments are The Buffs,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent (these two
will be amalgamated in April, 1961), The Royal
Sussex, The Middlesex, The Royal Surrey (amal
gamation of The Queen's and The East Surrey
Regiment).
The area covered by the Brigade lies in the heart
of the country occupied by the Saxons in early
times. This is one of the few historical back
grounds common to all six of the famous Regiments
making up the Brigade. For this reason, the College
of Arms recommended the adoption of the Saxon
crown. Six points are visible in the crown (there
being ten in all) and each of these points represents
one Regiment.

There will be a Home Counties Brigade Depot,
shortly to be established at CANTERBURY,
which will in due course serve all Regiments in
the Brigade. The Commandant of the Depot will
be the Brigade Colonel, who will also be respon
sible for coordinating all matters of common
concern as directed by us in Council.
Officers and Other Ranks are liable to serve in
any Regiment of the Brigade, but as far as circum
stances allow they will serve for as long as possible
in the Regiment of their original choice.
Finally, it must be the aim of all who serve in
the Home Counties Brigade of the future to ensure
that the Brigade is as well known and respected
in its own right as is any one of the Regiments
which compose it.
J. Y. WHITFIELD, MajorGeneral.
Colonel, The Queen's Royal Regiment.
V. BOUCHER, MajorGeneral.
Colonel\ The Buffs.
G. ROUPELL, Brigadier.
Colonel, The East Surrey Regiment.

The sword is a military sword, and is of course
a wellknown military symbol. The scroll was
added to give finish to the badge and to indicate
the name of the Brigade.
The design finally selected by the Regiments
in the Brigade, was one of several prepared by the
Inspector of Regimental Colours, The Hon. Sir
George Bellew, K.C.V.O., who is also Garter King
of Arms.

L. G. WHISTLER, General.
Colonel, The Royal Sussex Regiment.
W. P. OLIVER, Lt.General.
Colonel, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
G. C. BUCKNALL, Lt.General.
Colonel, The Middlesex Regiment
(D.C.O.).
CANTERBURY
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Editorial

T

HE Colonel of the Regiment has with humble
duty, expressed his personal congratulations
and those of us all, to our ColonelinChief,
on the occasion of His Majesty's appointment to
be Honorary Air Chief Marshal of the Royal Air
Force. In the absence of the Danish Ambassador
from London, the Charge d'Affaires has replied
to the Colonel of the Regiment, assuring him that
his letter has been passed to His Majesty's Chief
AidedeCamp.
*

*

*

During their holiday abroad, the Editor and his
wife retraced some of the former's trip through
France in 1944, and visited again the small village
of Alizay, just south of Rouen. It was here that
the 4th Battalion drums were left with the local
schoolmaster for safekeeping during the hectic
days of 1940, and from where they were subse
quently recovered by your Editor who, by a happy
coincidence, was then in Rouen. The Dragon of
November, 1944 tells the story. It was hoped to
meet once again the schoolmaster, M. Fraleux,
but he had left there a few years ago. However,
his successor knew him and where he was, and
promised to send him a message of greeting.
*

*

*

It was interesting to find in the Cathedral at
Orleans, a tablet commemorating those of the
British Empire who died in the War of 191418,
with the inscription "To the glory of God and to
the memory of one million dead of the British
Empire who fell in the Great War 19141918 and
of whom the greater part rest in France." We
found it most moving.

Price: One Shilling

Mr. H. Sutton has been elected President of the
Dover Branch, Past and Present Association, in
succession to the late Lieut.Col. J. Crookenden,
D.S.O.
*

*

*

89 L.A.A. Regiment, R.A. (The Buffs) are
holding their Annual Reunion Dinner in Room B,
House of Commons, on Friday, 30th October at
6.30 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. There is still time to write
to Major R. S. Simpson, Armstrong Cork Co.,
Ltd., Kingsbury, London, N.W.9, for tickets, price
£1 5s. Od. each.

ft ft ft

Christmas Cards, 1959

T

HE Regimental Christmas Card for 1959 is a
reproduction of the picture "2nd Division
Camp at Sevastopool", in colour. The picture
is on the outside of the card with the Regimental
Badge and words of greeting on the inside. No
fly leaf and no ribbon. The cost of the card with
envelope is 9d. each.

There are also available some of the 1957 cards,
which was a coloured reproduction of the picture
"The interrogation of a Russian prisoner". These
cards are not dated, and have the picture on the
inside fly leaf with the Regimental Badge and
ribbon on the outside. These are being sold at
6d. each, with envelope.
There are also the plain greetings card, as in past
years, at 3d. each.
Orders should be sent with remittance to the
Administrative Officer, Depot The Buffs.

THE DRAGON

B

Personalia

RIGADIER F. W. B. Parry has relinquished
his appointment as Deputy Commander,
Home Counties District, and is retiring from
the Army. He will continue as Chairman of the
Regimental Committee and of the Executive
Committee of the Past and Present Association.
We express all good wishes to him and Mrs. Parry
in their new home, Fletchers, Sidlesham Common,
Chichester (Telephone Sidlesham 214).
*

*

*

Major E. H. F. Watts is also retiring. He and
his wife will be living at The Post Office, Hoath,
Nr. Canterbury.
*

*

*

Lieut.Col. and Mrs. E. L. C. Edlmann's address
is Mayfield, Tattenhall, Chester.
ft
*
*
Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Bollon have moved to
Mountwood, Station Road, Chislehurst.
*

*

*

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Pilcher have returned to
England, where he will be taking up a business
appointment. Their address is Flat 4, 1A Queen's
Gate, London, S.W.7.
* ft

*

We were sorry to say goodbye to Bandmaster
T. L. Sharpe, who has now gone to Kneller Hall.
In his place, we welcome Bandmaster W. Lynes.
*

*

*

Those of us at the Depot, were sorry to lose
R.S.M. R. Sharman on posting to the 1st Battalion,
and we express the thanks of all members of the
Past and Present Association for his help in many
ways whilst he was at the Depot. We welcome
R.S.M. R. G. Hannaway in his place.
*

*

*

We have said goodbye also to Sgt. A. C. Perry,
who reigned over the Depot Cookhouse. To him
also, the thanks of the Association. He and Mrs.
Perry are living at 26 The Broadway, Herne Bay.
*

* ft

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. John Blockley
(wee Gillian Oliver, daughter of Lieut.Col. and
Mrs. G. E. F. Oliver) on their marriage this month.
*

Many of the older generation will have been
sorry to know of the deaths of Field Marshal
Lord Ironside (Tiny) and General Sir Robert
Haining. The 2nd Battalion was in Lord Ironside's
2nd Division in Aldershot in 1927, and in India
in 1928 when in command of Meerut District, the
1st Battalion were under him in Bareilly. General
Haining was G.O.C. Palestine when the 1st Bat
talion were at Sarafand, just before the Second
World War.
Another old friend whose death took place
recently, was Padre Padfield, who was Garrison
Chaplain in Bareilly when the 1st Battalion were
there, 19271930.
ft ft ft
Major H. J. Martin is spending a few months
with his daughter and soninlaw in Bareilly, where,
no doubt, he will think about happy days in the
past.
*

.*

*

*

*

Brigadier John Connolly writes that he finds his
work with Vaux Brewery intensely interesting, and
the beer really good and strong. He and his wife
are staying temporarily at The Grand Hotel,
Sunderland, where the Manager is Mr. W. Bonham,
who served as a Corporal in both the 1st and 2nd
Battalions in Maymyo and Lucknow. He was a
useful boxer. Another Buff Brigadier Connolly
has met is Mr. (ExBandsman, 1st Battalion) J.
Summers.
*

*

*

We are sorry to report that Lieut.Col. J. E.
King is in hospital again, and we hope that his
treatment there may not be too prolonged before
he is well enough to return home.
* ft

*

Major N. D. Poulsen has left for Freetown,
Sierra Leone, as an Administrative Officer in the
Colonial Service.
*

*

*

Our congratulations to Captain and Mrs. N. G.
Wale on their fortieth wedding anniversary.
* ft

* ft

We welcome 2/Lieuts. C. R. Pickard and J. M.
March on posting to the Regiment. They have
joined the 1st Battalion.

*

Congratulations to Major Clive Bossom on
being elected Member of Parliament for Leo
minster. We are sorry to learn of the sudden death
of his brother, Mr. Doric Bossom, and extend our
sympathy to Sir Alfred Bossom and his family.

*

FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY
WALE—LAMBERT.—On October 15th, 1919, at

Wye, Kent, Norman Guinness Wale, The Buffs,
to Hilda Lambert. Present address: Hillside,
Sissinghurst, Kent.
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Future Events
1959
Oct. 31. REGIMENTAL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES,
10.15 A.M.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING, 3.15 P.M.
1/4TH BUFFS (19141919) REUNION DIN
NER AT COUNTY HOTEL, CANTERBURY.
ASSEMBLE AT 6 P.M. FOR 6.30 P.M. DIN
NER TICKETS SHOULD BE OBTAINED
FROM YOUR LOCAL SECRETARY, OR
FROM LT.COL. H. L. CREMER, HAMPTON
GAY, NEW DOVER ROAD, CANTERBURY.
Nov. 7. RAMSGATE BRANCH DINNER.

The Officers' Association
OFFICERS' BENEVOLENT DEPARTMENT OF THE
BRITISH LEGION
HE purpose of the Officers' Association, under its Royal
Charter, is to promote the interest of, and to assist and
advise by every means possible, all those who have at
any time held a Commission in Her Majesty's Naval,
Military and Air Forces, including members of the Women's
Services holding similar ranks. Such help is extended to
include the families and dependants of these officers.
Its work can be classified under two headings:—

T

(a) Resettlement
Advice to officers nearing the end of their service
career—as well as those no longer serving—regarding
what types of civilian jobs they are fitted for, how to
prepare, if necessary, for such jobs by study or courses
and how to set about applying for such jobs. Apart
from giving advice on these matters, the Association
received details of a number of vacancies from em
ployers, and can give direct introductions to officers
for such vacancies as are suited to their qualifications,
or occasionally introduce them to employers on the
offchance of a job being available.
Although advice can be given by letter it is best,
whenever possible, to come in person, preferably by
appointment. Before an introduction can be given to
an employer, an interview is obligatory, and no intro
duction can be given to anyone still serving unless he
is within three months of release, although the inter
view may take place at any time beforehand, the earlier
the better. Applications should be addressed to
The Director, The Officers' Association, Resettlement
and Employment Department, Windsor House,
46 Victoria Street, London, S.W.I. Alternatively,
officers who are in London should telephone and ask
for an interview (telephone number ABBEY 2556).
Whenever possible a few days' notice should be given.

(b)

General Assistance
Both practical and financial assistance can be offered,
including:—
(a) for the general relief of distress;
(b) for the education of children;
(c) for the preparation of pensions and other claims;
(d) for free Legal Advice, but excluding litigation;
(Y) a clothing store for men;

(/) a Country Home in South Devon for elderly ex
officers, but excluding medical cases. Retired
Regular Officers are eligible for admission.
Also assistance to exofficers and their depend
ants to obtain admission to other Homes.
The Association works in closecooperation with all
organisations which have as their objects the assistance of
exofficers and their dependants.
Further enquiries can be obtained from:—
The General Secretary,
28 Belgrave Square,
London, S.W.I.
Sloane 7182.
Officers who reside in Scotland should send applications
concerning either "General" or "Employment", to the
General Secretary, The Officers' Association, 23 Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh, 3, or The Secretary, The Officers'
Association, 1 Fitzroy Place, Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow,
C.3.
Officers who reside in Northern Ireland should similarly
apply to The Secretary, The Officers' Association, 67 Lisburn
Road, Belfast, and those in Southern Ireland to The
Secretary, The Officers' Association, 2 Martello Terrace,
Sandycove, Co. Dublin.
The Association has no members, in the ordinarily
accepted sense of that term, but invites subscriptions from
officers, Units, Corps and Regimental Associations, for the
benefit of those in less fortunate circumstances. Annual
subscriptions or donations, as well as gifts of clothing of all
kinds are most welcome.

Regimental Gazette
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 4TH
SEPTEMBER, 1959
INFANTRY
ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—2nd Lt. R. L. House (455151) to be Lt.,

6th September, 1959.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF FRIDAY, 11TH
SEPTEMBER, 1959
INFANTRY
REGULAR ARMY
SHORT SERVING COMMISSION
THE BUFFS.—Lt. N. F. BurnsThomson (454648) relin
quishes his commn. on completion of service with the
Ghana Mil. Forces, 28th July, 1959.
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE OF TUESDAY, 29TH
SEPTEMBER, 1959
INFANTRY
ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
THE BUFFS.—Neil Francis BurnsThomson (454648)

(formerly 2nd Lt. Buffs) to be 2nd Lt., 28th July, 1959, with
seniority 9th November, 1957.
2nd Lt. N. F. BurnsThomson (454648) to be Lt., 28th
July, 1959, with seniority 23rd July, 1959.

ri97i

THE DRAGON

1st Battalion

S

EPTEMBER has been
somewhat a holiday
month, and the weather
could not have been better
for it. Majors John Dent and
Chris Griffin and their families
basked in the Mediterranean
sun in Italy, Lieuts. Simon
Boucher and Peter Cole re
turned safely from Gibralter
(and so won their bottle of
fizz), while Major Robin
StratfordTuke savoured
Austria and has become an
authority on the location of
B.P. petrol pumps in southern
Germany. Others were more parochial and re
sorted to Winterberg, where the Manager of the
Kurhaus still has happy memories of Major
Graham Semmence and others of the Regiment,
who ran the winter warfare camp there some years
ago.
Militarily, life has been fairly peaceful. The
junior N.C.O.'s cadre course under Captain John
Grugeon made a lot of noise at Haltern one night,
with the assistance of Lieut. Herbert Bois, his
assault pioneers and some friendly sappers. A
composite party from all companies under Major
Charles Hamilton, spent a week on the range at
Haltern and found that the new selfloading rifle
classification course was not so easy as many had
hoped. A party t)f officers and N.C.O.'s disap
peared for a week into the Brilon area as umpires
on an interBrigade Exercise. Now, at the end of
the month, the whole Battalion will sally forth
on the final Brigade Exercise of the season, also
in the Brilon area.
The Band and Drums have had a busy month.
They spent a week at Herford rehearsing for and
performing in a massed bands display, in cele
bration of the 150th anniversary of the formation
of 4 Division, and followed this by a visit to
Nijmegen in Holland, where they played during
the celebrations marking the 15th anniversary of
the liberation of that city.
The Football season has started, to the joy of
most of the men. Captain George Faulkner is
busy forming a Battalion team, which has held its
own so far in local practise matches. The ground
being so hard, Rugby football has hardly started
yet.

We welcome to the Battalion 2/Lieut. Gerald
Poole, whose unheralded arrival is a major factor
in our game of oneupmanship with the Depot.
Captain Hugh Tennant has left us for Brigade
H.Q., and, by the time these notes are in print,
Captain John Ireland will have left the Army; we
will miss them both and wish them the best of
luck in their new environments.
During the month we have had a visit from five
representatives of the Corps of Drums of the
Danish Home Guard. Under the eye of the Drum
Major, they were instructed in drumming and the
other arts; it is hoped that a reciprocal visit by
the whole Corps of Drums can be made next year.
*
*
*
"A" COMPANY
This month we lose the remainder of the National Service
men who affectionately called themselves the "Aden Boys"
up to the last week of their two years. There is no need for
us to say that we are sorry to see them go and by all accounts
they themselves had mixed feelings about their release.
We welcome all those who have taken their place and are
confident that they will settle down quickly into the friendly
atmosphere for which our Company has always been noted.
Welcome also to the men from the Queen's who have
come to us for the last few months of their service. >.
It is easy to see that with all these changes we have had
little chance for training. Indeed, we have contented our
selves with a few nights out on the famous "Schwerte Area"
by way of preparation for the Brigade Scheme, on the
Brilon area, which starts on the 26th of this month. We
look forward to this especially, as for the first time the
Battalion has been issued with the new combat kit.
It has just been announced that Captain Tennent is to
leave us at the end of the month. He has been appointed
G.S.O. 3 at Brigade Headquarters. All our best wishes go to
him in his new job.
We've spent two or three days on the range this month
acquainting ourselves with the new rifle. By scores obtained
it looks as if there is a chance of a record number of marks
men in the Company when we classify at the beginning of
next month.
We congratulate L/Cpls. Gisby, Joyce, Howland and
Roberts on their promotions. Well done!
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
Though there have been many changes during the month,
"B" Company carries on as normal. The Company spent a
very enjoyable two days at the Mohne See, where the
possibilities of section cooking were explored. Thjs experi
ence seems likely to prove valuable on our scheme at Brilon
at the end of the month, despite the fact that some soldiers
seem better suited to work in the rubbish disposal department
rather than the kitchen!
The 9th September saw the departure to "C ivvy Street"
of the 57/17 N.S. Draft; too many to mention personally,
but leaving behind many friends throughout the Battalion,
as well as an impressive record of successes both in sport
and other fields. Ptes. Larkin and Francis have also left
after a lcng time with the Company. We wish all of them
the very best of luck.
But though we have had our losses, we have also gained
many new members. A draft of 14 arrived from the Queen's,
and are now established as the new No. 5 Platoon. We hope
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they enjoy their stay with the Company. Sgt. Coles has been
organising the new sections, and we have noticed that Pte.
Weskin has disappeared from 1 Section, only to turn up
in Platoon H.Q. carrying an efficient brew kit!! No com
ment!! Pte. Oxford disappeared straight away on leave,
but as he is cycling for the Army we will excuse him.
Congratulations to Cpl. Moore, L/Cpl. Gilbert and Pte.
Adams, who have been selected^ to play for the Battalion
football team once again. Our Company teams have also
been practising hard. Our swimming team caused a big
splash by coming second in the recent Battalion Swimming
Gala, and Sgt. Coles earned great applause as goalkeeper
in the waterpolo match afterwards!
L/Cpls. Haslam, Jordan, Smith and Roberts are back
from their Cadre, all looking rather haggard! This may be
due to the efforts of the Company on their last night scheme,
where, we provided the enemy forces. Everyone plays safe
by not mentioning barbed wire entanglements in their
presence!
Congratulations to Cpl. Cleaver on his promotion to that
rank. .
Unfortunately, C/Sgt. Stoakes has had to go into hospital,
but we hope he will soon be with us again. In the meantime,
Sgt. Winter has been carrying on the good work.
And now that Brilon is looming up fast, we can only hope
that the clouds which are now appearing in the hitherto
blue skies are only empties returning from Manchester.
"C" COMPANY
This month the cry went up "Who goes home", and ten
men of the Company shook the dust off their feet and hit
out for Civvie Street. We are sorry to lose them and wish
all the best to L/Cpls. George and Bridges, Ptes. Aburn,
Adams, Ansell, Goodwright, Marks, Pepper and, oh yes,
Ellis and Chewins. From the Queen's Royal Regiment
we welcome L/Cpl. Poulter, Ptes. Pollitt, Bailey and Warnes,
and hope they soon settle down with The Buffs.
This looks like Company Part II Orders, but we haven't
finished yet. We have lost Mr. Cole and Mr. ParryJones.
P.J. has gone to be a doctor and Mr. Cole to swell the
Signals Empire. Life is a desert without them; two Platoon
Commanders in one fell swoop. But there is no shortage of
ardent youth to fill these gaps, and Mr. Cope becomes a
fully fledged "Sir" at last and takes over No. 9 Platoon,
while No. 8 Platoon takes a newcomer under its wing. We
welcome 2/Lieut. Poole to the fold and congratulate him
on his happy choice of Company. May he be happy with
us and live to write many a set of Dragon notes.
This has been a month of leave, Cadres and 3rd Class
education, but in between we fitted in physical efficiency
tests, rifle classification shooting, playlets (oh. dear, we did
get in a state) and initiative tests. These last were in two
parts and included map reading trials. First, a bunch of
volunteers set off from Moore Barracks with selfappointed
tasks; with relief we heard that nobody had ideas of getting
to the Kremlin and back in 48 hours. They wore battle
order and were given enough food to keep a fly alive. Ptes.
Hatton and Sayell got to Hannover and back (260 miles)
and wrote a report into the bargain. L/Cpl. Laker and Pte.
Nurney got to Triers on the Luxembourg border and were
able to get a glimpse of the Holy Mantel of Christ. This is
only on show twice in a hundred years, so there was quite a
crowd. Cpl. Olbison and Pte. Carter went to Winterberg
and back (my dear, the scenery!) and Pte. Florey headed a
group of lads who made a bad appreciation and tried to get
to Frankfurt across country. That was a mistake and they
did 17 miles on their dogs before midnight.

Phase II of this Outward Bound fever took place at a
threeday Company Camp in the Arnsberg training area.
Mr. Cole got the whips out and, like driven game, the
poor soldiery fled from camp. Nine of the boys who returned
after the transport had left for Dortmund found no camp
and had the final initiative test of getting to barracks in
time for pay parade later that day. They got their pay.
Tomorrow we set off with the rest of the Battalion for
Brillon, there to do a bit of teamwork with the tanks and
gunners. We look a right lot of lemons in this new combat
kit. Nuclear warfare, here we come!
FRAULEIN'S LAMENT

Though, Pithers dear, I like you here,
In your combat suit attractive,
But do you hear, please don't come near,
For you are much too (radio) active.
"D" COMPANY
We open our notes this month by extending our heartiest
congratulations to our C.Q.M.S. Bill Histed and Pte. Paddy
Sheehan on their recent marriages. Bill is an old stalwart
cf the Company who has, or should we say had, been the
only confirmed bachelor in the Company, and Paddy, who
joined us in Aden, seemed to be running a close second.
To them both, however, we say good luck, chaps, to you
and yours, and we wish you everything you would wish
yourselves.
In the field of sport this month the Company have made
a very noble effort through which they won the Inter
Company Swimming Gala at Napier Barracks. This was a
very good win indeed, considering the difficulty that was
experienced in finding a team due to leave, etc. A great deal
of the credit must go to Sgt. Lockwood, the team "trainer",
who spent a lot of time in rounding up a team to field.
To the team, however, as a whole, we say, well done, lads,
it was a very noble effort which we hope will be repeated
next year. Finally, we would like to say a big thank you
to the A.P.T.C. instructor (S.I. Norwood) without whose
excellent arrangements the gala would not have been
possible.
Shooting has once more reared its ugly head in the form
of the annual classification which, between exercises, is
taking place at the moment. The members of the Com
pany seem to do nothing but talk nervously of STARS at
the moment. We wonder why. Could it be that the "Marks
men" of the Company begin to doubt their prowess?
On the subject of training, there seems to be considerable
doubt among some members of the Company as to their
correct age. Could it be that they are trying to prove that
they are OVER thirtyfive, we wonder, now that Battle
Efficiency Tests have come around again?
At the time of going to press the Company is in fact away
on another exercise for approximately a week, during which
time, it would appear, they intend, judging by the amount
of rations they have taken, to eat every hour, on the hour.
This exercise will, however, take them over a considerable
among of territory, we understand, but as it is one of the
last two or three this year, the atmosphere was rather cheery
when they left.
Our Company Commander has recently returned from
a touring holiday around Germany, etc., and is to be heard
frequently asking the C.Q.M.S. for "Eine Dopple Zimmer".
Bitte! Sorry, sir, we don't "flog" em!
Finally, to all past and present members of the Company
we wish to say, to those gone, please come back!; to those
still here, please stay! Au revoir!
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COMPANY H.Q.
With the dawn of the month of September most of
Company H.Q. had returned from leave and were able to
settle down to the autumn programme of work, refreshed
both mentally and physically. Cpl. Craven is now fully
installed as Company Ord. Sgt., which has eased the burden
of L/Cpl. Bell.
Cpl. Craven's predecessor, Cpl. Burnett, is to be con
gratulated on passing his 2nd Class Education Certificate.
Well done!
For the first week of September we took the field as a
Company at Haltern to run Annual Classification, mainly
for ourselves and "D" Company, but also for the others.
Again we were blessed with marvellous weather and although
the S.L.R. recruits were not very good, most people enjoyed
themselves and some useful lessons were learnt, albeit in
some cases at the expense of bruised cheeks.
We are about to sally forth on Ex "Random Harvest",
which is virtually 1 Buffs v 1/1 East Anglian, to be fought
out on the hills west of the River Weser. We have again
succeeded in getting the C.S.M. up to the "Sharp End"
where after his stout efforts as Deputy Commander Enemy
Infantry Forces at Soltau, during which he asserts he wore
out a pair of boots, we are expecting great things.
We were sorry to see the last of so many familiar faces,
including Pte. Barnes, on the demob, train midmonth.
We hope some may trickle back in the future, but anyhow
we wish them all luck in civilian life.
We welcome numerous soldiers from the Queen's who
have partially filled the ranks and hope they settle down
with us quickly. Their long experience of this theatre will
be useful.
In the sporting world we are rather at the cross roads of
the seasons. In spite of the absence of the Band and Drums
the Company did quite well in the swimming gala held on
18th September. Meanwhile, many people are being dragged
away from their dark corners to undergo that annual torture,
Physical Efficiency Tests, which we have largely escaped
for the past three years. Fortunately some of us have now
reached the age of 35. On this I will end this month's notes
till next month.
STOP PRESS.—We welcome Mr. Cole to the Company as
Assistant Signal Officer, and hope he is NOT too shattered
by what he sees.
*



.

*

SIGNAL PLATOON

Not a great deal has happened in the Platoon during the
last month, that is, different from normal Battalion routine.
However, certain things that have happened in and around
the Camp might be well worth while mentioning.
L/Cpl. Keeler and L/Cpl. Small managed to withstand
their N.C.O.'s Cadre and are glad to be back working with
the Platoon again. They are, as all the rest of us, looking
forward to the ex at Brilon where the whole Platoon will
be taking quite an active part.
Football is again in full swing, and we consider ourselves
able to provide two teams capable of giving anyone else in
the Battalion a good game. Good luck also goes to the
boxers, Whitman, Thompson and Judge, who are doing a
great job training on nothing in the early hours of the
morning and beer at night.

ft

*

*

M.T. SECTION

Let us once again welcome the M.T.O. back from another
tour of leave, this time complete with wife and new car.
We hope Mrs. Faulkner's stay with us will be a happy one.

We also welcome a draft from the 1st Battalion The Queen's
Royal Regiment, who have arrived just in time for Ex
"Random Harvest".
It is interesting to see C.S.M. Bryant and Sgt. Williams
going on their first exercise. We hope they enjoy it and do
not find the nights too cold.
We hear Pte. Wright (70) now has a car. You will have
to cut your beer down, Charlie!

THE DRUMS

This month the main items were a Massed Band Show at
Herford, where a pleasant five days were spent by the Band
and Drums; a small Tattoo at Nijmegen to celebrate the
liberation, and now as a complete change the Drums are
attached to "A" Company for a few days' exercise.
Nijmegen was not quite so pleasant as Herford, because
we had to sleep on straw mattresses and eat bread and cheese
fcr breakfast. Nevertheless, a change is always as good as
a rest.
Dmrs. Swan and Morey have departed for civilian life.
The best of luck to them in the future.
Our numbers have been increased for a short while by the
addition of five members cf the Queen's Corps of Drums.
Must finish now. Battle Order is calling.
WHISTLE I AIL
P.R.I, AND MESSING STAFF

The main event of the month has been the annual
administrative inspection by the D.C.A., Major J. Chittock,
A.C.C. Since these notes are being written within a few
hours of the end of the inspection, it may be tempting
providence to say that all seemed to go well. However, we
certainly ought to get good marks for hard work alone.
The S.Q.M.S. managed to scrounge odd pots of paint of
all colours and Cpl. Young foresook his whites for overalls
and led the attack on all paintless areas. The teaurns
gleamed in black and yellow and the Regimental and Corps
badges confronted one another across a brand new detail
board; and thanks to the Garrison Engineer, the dining hall
looked very well in its new colours.
Sgt. Athawes and the "other half" of the Messing Staff*
also had their side of the house in applepie order and are
even now busily engaged in extracting from their hiding
places the surplus items they had discreetly hidden away.
In fact, paint seems to have been the dominant theme
of the month since the Gift Shop and the Sports Store have
both been redecorated with the usual resulting confusion.
The Orderly Room Stationery Store was also turned out
and the small rustling noises in the corridor were indicative
of various departments (P.R.I, included) "on the make".
Soon we start off on the next round of exercises and
annual classification. Meanwhile, a good number of both
staffs have managed to get some leave even if it has meant
some quick change acts such as Pte. Harvey's overnight
transformation from Butcher to W.V.S. Orderly.
Congratulations are due to Pte. Attree on his selection to
play in the Battalion football team. We were sorry to hear
that Mrs. Bates had gone into hospital for an operation,
but we are all delighted to learn that she is recovering fast.
With the oncoming of the colder weather, the cookhouse
is the best place in the barracks to be on these chilly
mornings!!

THE DRAGON
THE BAND

Since we last went to press, a new change has come over
the whole Band. We welcome with open arms our new
Bandmaster, Mr. W. Lynes, who has a more than capable
baton, with new and very good ideas.
We also welcome Sgts. Matlock and Shaw, the latter
waiting his turn for the "axe" at the "Bloody Tower" or
his copper bowler hat, with whatever goes with it, but never
theless we all agree that they help the cornet section no end.
As well as the abovementioned, we also make a special
welcome to Bdsms. Varney and Sevior, who give our dance
band real zest with the piano and guitar parts that we have
not heard for some time. Also, a welcome to Bdsm. Handley,
who now gives us a trio for the euphonium stand. (Anyone
know of any euph. trios ?)
The Band is looking forward to the reenlistment of Cpl.
Lancaster, who will no doubt give tremendous inspiration
to our saxophone section.
Incidentally, all of the above are exQueen's and we have
no doubt that they will now enjoy and be proud to be Buffs.
We regret that we have to say farewell to Bdsm. Phillips
and Sgt. Munns, the latter leaving us to take a post at the
H.C.B.D. Boys' Band at the Depot as Band Sergeant.
We wish him every possible success. (Don't forget The Buffs,
Ronnie. We can now do with reed players of all shapes and
sizes.)
We had a sevenday change at Herford on the 4th Div.
Massed Band Display which was held cn the 11th September,
1959, under the Directorship of Lieut. Jefferies of the
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry. We were made
more than welcome at Herford by the 7th Signal Regiment,
who provided us with excellent food although the accom
modation was rather cramped.
No sooner were we back from Herford, actually a Sunday
to rest, then off we went to Nijmegen with the Dutch R.A.F.
(complete with straw mattresses) to perform at the Liberation
of Holland Ceremony alongside the famous Nijmegen
Bridge. We are sure that this brought back memories to the
few remaining War Dogs still in the Band. We were
privileged to perform a Military Band Concert on the
Cathedral Square. To complete the Liberation celebrations,
there was a very varied Tattoo which consisted of Massed
Bands with the Dutch and American Air Forces and The
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry Band, with us
Buffs feeling very proud to represent the British.
We arrived back at Dortmund after our many farewells
to our "Cheese eating Nation" to get down to some real hard
work with military band practice, hoping that we will be
able to entertain at home for the summer season of 1960.
As it is still 1959 and with the Admin. Inspection to look
forward to, I'll sign off wishing all our old and new frieads
the very best for the future.
UMPAH.

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM
Since the last Orderly Room notes appeared many moons
ago, the B.O.R. has seen many faces come and go. L/Cpl.
Herrington is idling his time away in the U.K. awaiting
either an operation or demob., whichever comes first. In
either case we wish him all the best. Pte. Ford will be
absentmindedly muttering to himself in some quiet Oxford
quadrangle. Pte. Payne is writing the first chapter of
"From Typist to Tycoon" in the steel 'biz'. Pte. Scutt has
obtained an early release to enter college, 'although we
suspect this is merely a ruse to get into the Election fight.
Pte. Harris goes back to stamping passports instead of rail
way warrants, leaving behind an open door to the stationery
store and a few battle scars on the R.T.O.

To replace these poor souls lost to the rigours of life,
civil, we welcome five newcomers from the Depot who,
alone among us, have never known the luxury of pyjamas,
tropical. At present they are nearing the completion of an
R.A.S.C. Clerks' Course at Sennelager. We await their
return to the Duty Clerk Roster!
The O.R.Q.M.S. has just come back from a spell of well
earned leave and is asking awkward questions about what
we did while he was away. Pte. Harvey, too, has returned
from leave with his customary hangover, although the .
"morning after" was three days ago!
Sgt. Marsh, after being in the chair during the
O.R.Q.M.S.'s leave, has gone back to drawing cartoons
and chewing pencils for a few days. Then, once more, wea
shall see new names in the mysterious "Courses Local" File,
and a few more sadistic grins will be seen behind the "Traffic
Accidents" File.
Somehow, the "bumph" keeps coming in, the "pending"
trays are piled high, "out" trays are empty as usual, and
returns that would drive a permutations expert up the wall
have to be rendered. That Heath Robinson Gestetner
machine, despite an expensive overhaul, still manages to
loose cogs, crunch a few fingers and spray ink on everything
but the paper it eats at such a tremendous rate. Soon the
"Admin." will add to our burden but until then little remains
except to tell readers that the next instalment of our mystery
thriller "Will L/Cpl. P. Sign On?" can be seen in Part II
Orders, obtainable from all (dis)reputable Records Offices.

WARRANT OFFICERS' AND SERGEANTS' MESS
The long absence of the Mess from these columns has not
passed without comment and is largely due to the reluctance
of any candidate to undertake the task! The status of your
present scribe as a Buffs is purely honorary and the R.S.M.
no doubt considered this evidence of impartiality when
detailing him for the job.
There have been many changes since the last Mess
contribution to The Dragon.
Since our arrival from Aden, John Wright's wife has died
and the condolences of the members of the Mess are extended
to him in this sad bereavement.
Arrivals, departures and promotions have been numerous.
C.S.M. Ellis, C/Sgts. CliftonSprigg and Stoakes, Sgts.
Townsley, Wagstaff and Athawes have joined or rejoined
the Battalion from behind the "iron curtain". W.O. I (B.M.)
Lynes and Sgts. Shaw, Matlock and Mogford have joined
us from 1 Queen's. S/Sgt. Lumbard (R.E.M.E.), S/I.
Norwood (A.P.T.C.) and Sgt. Farrell (R.A.E.C.) have
joined our "other arm" element. We welcome them all to
the fold.
We have said our farewells to W.O. I (B.M.) Sharpe and
Sgts. Adams, Jephcott, Cook, Arthur Ward, Munns and
Thompson (R.A.E.C.).
We congratulate C/Sgt. Histed and Sgt. Mogford on their
marriages and Arthur Ward (in exile with the T.A.!) on
the birth of a son.
Finally, we congratulate S.Q.M.S. McCormick (A.C.C.)
(again!), C.S.M. Bryant, C/Sgt. Stoakes and Sgts. Leslie
Ward, Mahoney, Barrell, McNeil and Kelly on their
promotion to these ranks.
In the immediate future we lose R.S.M. Hannaway,
C.S.M. Mannering, S.Q.M.S. Clay (R.A.P.C.) and C/Sgt.
Vaughan and will shortly welcome R.S.M. Sharman back
to the Battalion.
Being back in B.A.O.R. means schemes, and we have
been having our share of them—not without amusement!
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Sgt. Winter had an encounter with a bull shortly after
our return to B.A.O.R. The result was a combination 100
yard dash and high jump which should earn him a place in
the England team at the next Olympic Games.
C.S.M. Mills, we hear, now draws his pay in a wheel
barrow.
C.S.M. Colyer and Sgt. Adams have played cricket in
some extremely wellventilated trousers. C.S.M. Mannering
has been breaking his usual quota of bones on the Soccer
field.
C/Sgt. Cribben is said to have arrived on time for a recent
scheme.
Bgt. Page still talks of making a "comeback". Perhaps
he should change his name to Robinson.
Sgt. Athawes owns the only 1959 Ford Anglia de Luxe in
B.A.O.R. equipped with an automatic pilot. This is said
to be the clue to some extraordinary nightnavigation.
Sgt. Arnold is rumoured to be studying the anatomy of the
Arabian camel.
Hair, we are informed reliably, is being worn a little longer
in "C" Company this year.
Finally, having played cricket with great enthusiasm and
basketball with great success this year, we look forward
to the Soccer season with high hopes but, so far, no goal
keeper!

Beneath Bell Harry

T

RAINING has once
more got into top
gear with three Pla
toons under instruction
in the hands of Sgt.
Batchelor, Sgt. Naylor
and Sgt. Coombs. Chit
ral Platoon is due to
pass out on the 16th
October, Lieut.Col. U.
H. B. Alexander, M.B.E.,
taking the salute. The
remaining two Platoons
have eight more weeks
training to do.
The Brigade Rifle Meeting, which this Depot
ran on 22nd September, went off without a hitch.
The trainees of Chitral Platoon are worthy of
mention, for their very high standard of butt
marking throughout the meeting. As far as the
competition is concerned, it turned out to be a
Royal Sussex benefit, that Depot winning all three
matches. Our team was second out of six in the
open match, and Sgt. Hobbs, R.E.M.E., our
armourer, was runnerup in the pistol shoot.
During the period 14th20th September, we had
47 men from the 4th and 5th Battalions, carrying
out training at the Depot in lieu of annual Camp.

JOIN
THE PAST
AND PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

Sgt. Jephcott supervised the training and the
volunteers unanimously agreed that they both
enjoyed themselves and learnt something. It was
gratifying to hear that, without exception, they
thought very highly of the food. It is appropriate
to mention here, a Depot personality who leaves
us shortly. Sgt. Perry, A.C.C., after eight years as
Cook Sergeant at this Depot, is leaving the Army
for good in the near future. There is no doubt,
that under his able guidance, the catering here has
been outstanding. His devotion to his job is well
known, whether it was the men's Christmas dinner,
a buffet supper for the all rank's dance or cricket
teas during the summer, he always seemed to be
there, cheerfully and competently supervising his
team in the kitchen. Nothing ever seemed to be
too much trouble for him and he always managed
to find time to take a keen and active interest in
all aspects of Depot life. We shall miss him very
much.
Whilst on the subject of farewells, we have
regretfully had to say goodbye to W.O. I. Sharman,
who has gone to take up the appointment of
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R.S.M. 1st Battalion. We wish him and his family
good luck and a pleasant tour in their new station.
We welcome W.O. I. Hannaway, who is wellknown
to most of us, as the new Depot R.S.M., and we
wish him a happy and successful tour of duty.
One or two of our social activities during the
month are worthy of mention. The Corporal's
Club had their Annual Outing on 9th September,
and carried out a surprise attack on the un
suspecting town of Ramsgate. The Merrie England
Fun Fair bore the brunt of the initial assault and
we hear that some of the Dodge'um cars will never
be the same again. There was a pause for re
grouping in the Harbour Cafe at lunch time, light
skirmishing in the afternoon, followed by sustained
but widespread patrolling in the pubs and dance
halls. The withdrawal to Canterbury late at night,
was punctuated by short, sharp raids into various
hostelries on the way. A good time, was in fact,
had by all.
The C.O. and officers of Depot The Queen's
Own, entertained our Depot officers at a most
excellent guest night on 25th September. We are
looking forward to a return fixture in the near
future.
We have got off to a good start with the winter
sports. With hockey and rugger, we are producing
combined sides with Depot The Queen s/Surreys;
at soccer we are running a purely Depot The Buffs
team. Results so far are as follows:—
HOCKEY

v Royal Marines, Deal, won 3—1.
v Regimental Pay Office, won 5—1.
RUGGER

v 34 H.A.A. Regiment, R.A. Match drawn.
Now that Outward Bound adventure training
has not only the blessing but the financial backing
of the War Office, we are going ahead with plans
for some energetic and interesting projects. Our
first is to be a canoeing expedition in conjunction
with the Depot, The Queens/Surreys. Twelve
folding canoes have already been hired and training
is under way in the hands of Lieut. Shephard and
C.S.M.I. Lett. We originally planned to cross the
English Channel by canoe, but the hiring of an
adequate number of launches to ensure safety for
the canoeists proved to be too expensive and that
project has been shelved for the time being.
Instead, we shall follow the route used in the annual
canoe race from Devizes to Westminster Bridge,
which should prove to be a very interesting and
fairly arduous substitute.

4th Battalion

H

ELPED considerably
with the wonderful
weather, the month of
September has been spent on
the Ranges, classifying the
Battalion on their Annual
Range Course.
What a change it has been
from past years to be able to
spend a Sunday on Hythe
Ranges in perfect sunshine
and with a gentle sea breeze
blowing, instead of a normal
cold miserable day as so many
of us have often experienced.
Attendances so far have been good, and no
unforeseen incidents this year can be reported,
except of course the usual inexperienced officer
who tries to take a short cut across the Ranges in
his car, and becomes inevitably stuck.
Lydd Ranges also were visited to fire off the
remainder of our year's ammunition entitlement of
Support Weapons, and even there, neither the
ships nor the weather interfered, and everything
went according to plan.
September also seems to be the most popular
month for leave, and practically all the senior
officers of the Battalion drifted away all over the
continent. At least one Company Commander was
surprised to find a dozen new recruits at his Com
pany on his return, and is now contemplating
staying away for good.
Sgt. Adams has now arrived from the 1st Bat
talion and is in the process of taking over from
C.S.M. Gaskili. We hope that he will have a happy
tour with us. A welcome also to Captain Woodman
our new Paymaster, and to Lieut. Holloway who
has now rejoined us.
Finally to end these notes, congratulations must
be given to R.Q.M.S. Harwood on receipt of his
second clasp to the T.A. Efficiency Medal.
*

*

*

MOTOR CYCLING
As a result of our efforts in the Home Counties District
Trials, we were asked to enter a team to compete in the
Eastern Command Trial held at Colchester on the 19th20th
September. A team was selected and training became very
regular and intensive for these riders during August and
September. The emphasis was again on Map Reading, as
previous experience of Command Trials made it clear that a
long night run was almost a certainty, and several runs by
day and night were therefore practised. To be put down
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on a road junction in the early hours of the morning in a fog
and asked "where are you?" requires a considerable know
ledge of mapreading plus a lot of common sense, both of
which our riders have in abundance. The odd courting
couples who may be trampled on in the process all add to
the hazard and interest of the job, although they can be
rather distracting at times! As the date of the Trial drew
nearer, motor cycles were given their last checks, the small
details tied up, and the morning of the Trial found the riders
ensconced in armchairs in the back of a 3tonner on their
way. We stopped for lunch at a cafe on the Southend Road
and were rather intrigued by a large notice on the wall
which said "TOILETS". Underneath also in large letters
was painted "300 Seats", which served to set us all in a
happy mood for the rest of the day! As anticipated, the
Trial consisted mainly of a long run on the night of Saturday
Sunday from Colchester to Stanford P.T.A., across the
P.T.A. and back to Colchester, in all a distance of 130 miles.
Our riders were all on the road by 21.30, and for those of
us left back at Colchester started a night of waiting and
wondering. The first back was L/Cpl. Rye, at 0100, whose
lights had failed at a critical moment resulting in his finishing
in a ditch. This cut us out of the running for a team place,
but we still had two riders left in, and something to hope for.
Eventually, at the crack of dawn, in came L/Cpls. Care and
Basten, L/Cpl. Care having completed the night's course
without the loss of any marks. At 1000 hours in the morning
they started on the crosscountry sections which were spread
out around a circular course of 43 miles and eventually
arrived back at Colchester at about 1500 hours, tired, happy
and with scars of battle visible both on themselves and their
machines. L/Cpl. Care finished in 20th place, which was
quite an achievement for one whose first Trial took place
only a year ago. The overall standard of riding was extremely
high and very few riders from Infantry units competed, and
although the final result was disappointing to us, we are
determined to press on and do better next time in the light
of experience gained in this Trial.
*

*

*

H.Q. COMPANY
Our main task this month and for the next few weeks is
our N.C.O. and Potential N.C.O. Cadre. Owing to the talent
now available, the Company Commander has decided and
fortunately the Volunteers agree, that no promotions will
be made unless the candidate has passed a test appropriate
to his rank. The brunt of this work has fallen to C.S.M.
Williams and Sgt. Porter, but it is a well worth while task.
The weather has kept remarkably fine and Hythe Ranges
have been put to good use. It is surprising and unfortunate
that the standard of shooting has not improved.
We were very sorry to hear of Pte. Jones' accident.
Happily he was not too badly hurt falling, so we understand,
into a field of cabbages. His motor cycle was not so fortun
ate after its encounter with the back of an East Kent bus.
We regret we omitted to congratulate L/Cpl. and Mrs.
Gower on the birth of their fifth child, a girl. We feel that
H.Q. Company is doing its bit towards the future of the
County.
*

*

*

"A" COMPANY
During the past month the following have been attested,
and we welcome them to the Company. From Whitstable,
Ptes. Tritton, Rigden, Rowden, Tunstall, Kember and
Goldsworthy; and from Herne Bay, Pte. Wanstall.
We congratulate Ptes. Tritton and Smith on getting their
feet on the first rung of the ladder towards the Field Marshal's
baton.
During the past month, on Sundays the Battalion have
been firing their Annual Course with rifles and Brens.
Results are not yet at hand, but it is surprising the number

of rifles which are out of order and need readjusting,
according to the firers. Of course, it may be themselves!
On Saturday night the 19th, the Company held an all
night mapreading exercise. Once again the start was
perfect but later it was found that wrong map references
were given. Compasses went wrong or were not giving the
correct bearings, etc., therefore we had the usual team going
to the wrong places and getting lost. From the conversation
heard later it may have been the directors who were at fault
(or was it?).
At the time of going to press we understand that the
Company is due for a change in command. The Company
Commander taking over the command of the Battalion,
and Captain White assuming command of the Company.
To both we wish, the best of luck and a happy period of
command.
*

*

*

"B" COMPANY
This month has been devoted to Annual Classification
and Small Arms Training. The Company competition for
the highest score on Classification is becoming really keen
and it's quite possible that some "dark horse" will come
up with a winning score at the last moment. The weather
for range work has been wonderful—no excuses on that
score and it's certainly not the rifles, as some members of
the Company seem to think!
The Annual Small Arms Inspection was due during this
month, much to the chagrin of our P.S.I., who was very
loathe to let anyone touch a rifle, let alone fire it. However,
all went well.
It's very nice to see Mr. Brice and Mr. Redfern with us.
We are hoping for great things from them now that they
have more time at their disposal.
We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
Sgt. Gardner and Pte. Ellis on the additions to their
respective families and hope that all goes well.
This month as an experiment we tried a third evening
for those wouldbe drivers. So far not many have taken
advantage of this, which possibly from the point of view of
the instructor's nerves is a good thing.
*

*

*

"C" COMPANY
Training at weekends, this month, has been mainly taken
up with the firing of the Annual Range Course and the firing
of our Support weapons. The results up to now of the range
course seem to be a little disappointing with few marksmen
in the Company, but during this coming training year we
hope to get on the open ranges at least once a month, so
by next year everyone should be up to "Annie Oakley"
standard. The standard of shooting at Lydd with the anti
tank gun was much better, and all the targets were well
peppered, in fact, Sgt. Smith's smile became broader and
broader as the day went on and the holes in the target
became more numerous. The Mortar Platoon also had a
good day's shooting at Lydd, the only complaint being in
the lack of variety in the targets, that lonely clump of bushes
gets a little monotonous! We were glad to see Sgt. Allen
back in action again that day and we hope he will soon be
completely recovered. The other news from Cranbrook is
of a mortar shoot with sandfilled bombs which we under
stand was a great success.
Captain Johnson is back "with us again after his holiday
in Switzerland and as is usual on the first drill night after
a holiday the O.C.'s "In" Tray was heaped high with papers.

THE

DRAGON

Captain White returned to us for two drill nights after
his Company Commander's Course, and has now left us
again to take over "A" Company. We wish you all the very
best with your new Company, Sir, and thank you for the
help you have given us during this last year. We hope
Captain White remembers what we told him on his last drill
night with us, the "Black Faces" will be seeing you, Sir!!
We welcome two more recruits to the Company this
month, Ptes. Moore and Brown, and we hope they are
settling in for a long stay.
Our football team, captained by L/Cpl. Brooker, take the
field for the first time next week in a game against Batchelor's
Foods, and we hope to play a game at least once a month.
Any challenges from other Companies ?
Our end of the month social was an even, greater success
this month. We were forced to move out into the main hall
from the canteen to enable us to cope with the numbers.
We would like to thank all those who gave their help in
many different ways. An especial word of thanks to the
members of the W.R.A.C. who prepared the refreshments.
The way things are going, the Drill Hall will soon be known
as Ashford's One Bright Spot. The moustache competition
is still going strong. One or two have fallen by the wayside,
but for the remainder the talk is of "Wax", "Fertiliser" and
"Stiff Brushings". By Christmas there should be some
beauties in the Jimmy Edwards class.
Finally, congratulations to C.S.M. and Mrs. White on the
birth of a son on the 8th September. Mother and baby are
both doing well, and as our P.S.I., Segt. Recton, will be
acting as Godfather, the baby is almost a certainty for the
T.A. around 1977!!
"D" COMPANY
We have been very busy this month with the Annual
Classification bn Hythe Ranges, many people coming out
of hiding and having a go, to enure the safety of their
Bounty, due to be paid out at Christmas. But judging
from some of the scores, it's time these people showed their
faces more often.
While this has been going on, the Company Commander
has been enjoying a very wellearned holiday in the South of
France.
Recruiting has really looked up this month with the advent
of 12 recruits, and we welcome to the Company Ptes.
Champion, Reilly, Stephens, Fridlington, Gordon, Beaziey,
Partridge, Moore, Batchelor, Goldsack, Barnes and Welsh,
and hope their stay will be a happy one. Most of these new
faces were introduced by Pte. Beaziey, R., who spread it
abroad what a good thing the T.A. really is, or was he after
the Company Commander's £5 for bringing in the most
recruits,
We also welcome to the Company our new P.S.I., Sgt.
Adams, from the 1st Battalion, who is busy at the moment
taking over from C.S.M. Gaskili, who after nearly three
years with us, departs for the Depot. Although the Training
Major thinks our recruiting at Folkestone is bad, the strength
of the Company has more than doubled since C.S.M. Gaskili
has been with us. The Company strength when he arrived
was 26 and it is now 59, and figures cannot lie. We are
informed by the grape vine that the Recruiting Cup will
reside with us for the next three months, and who knows,
we may even keep it for the year and have our name placed
on the Roll of Honour.
We had our second Support Weapons Shoot of the year,
when on 20th September we joined our sister battalion on
Lydd Ranges and fired off the remainder of our annual
entitlement of Vickers and AntiTank ammunition.

5th Battalion

I

T was only recently,
when rereading Siegfried
Sassoon's Memoirs of an
Infantry Officer, that your
Correspondent came across
the following reference to the
first 5th Battalion: " . . . . and
the village cricket ground was
still being mown by a man
who didn't know that he
would some day join the Buffs,
migrate to Mesopotamia and
march to Baghdad." A simple
yet poignant reminder of our
forebears and their cam
paigning in the Middle East
so closely associated with the Dogra statuette
referred to in last month's issue of The Dragon.
As for the present, we seem as busy as ever
and with the prospect of the Annual Admin
istrative Inspection early in November, the tempo
is of course bound to increase. The Band held
another admirable Concert at Margate, on 13th
September and the audience of well over a thousand
received them with acclamation. An engagement
in October, to play at the Commander's Mess at
Shorncliffe on the occasion of the diningout of
the Deputy Commander, Brigadier F. W. B.
Parry, C.B.E., A.D.C., is a singular honour and one
of which we all are very proud.
The September Camp for those who were unable
to join us at Miliom, took the form of an attach
ment at the Depot in company with members of
the 4th Battalion and we are much indebted to
Major Geoffrey Cox for all the facilities provided.
All attending thoroughly enjoyed themselves—
even the soccer match versus the Recruit Platoon
in which the T.A. team was completely eclipsed!
Our Officer strength has been depleted by the
departure of 2/Lieut. Chris Court to do his
National Service; he is at present at the Depot,
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment and will
be on his way to Mons O.C.S. shortly. Captain
Silas Crowdy will also be leaving us on taking up
employment overseas; we also congratulate him
on his engagement and wish him every possible
happiness in the future.
Of the thirty members of the Divisional team
entered for the Kola Cup, Sgt. Saffrey was placed
sixth and Cpl. Bolton sixteenth, a very creditable
performance and one of which "B" Company and
the Battalion can be proud. Shooting has also

'205:

THE

DRAGON

played an important part in the life of "D" Com
pany, Dover, where the annual tournament for
the Emden Trophy has taken place. The trophy
is fired for annually by T.A. Units in Dover and
for the first time since the Battalion was formed
"D" Company won the coveted statuette from the
holders of some six years standing, 579 Bomb
Disposal Squadron, R.E. (T.A ). The scores were
as follows:—
points
"D" Coy., 5th Bn. The Buffs, "A" team* .. 863
.. 853
579 Bomb Disp. Sqn., R.E. "A" team
.. 779
579 Bomb Disp. Sqn., R.E. "B" team
"D" Coy., 5th Bn. The Buffs, "B" team .. 696
.. 637
136 Field Security Section ^..
Not content with their success on that occasion,
"D" Company carried out all the arrangements
for the Battalion Rifle Meeting on 4th October, at
Lydden Spout. Perfect weather, Marquees, and a
good crowd of contestants and spectators made
the day a memorable one. H.Q. Company carried
off the Rifle Team Cup and the Highest Aggregate
(InterCompany) Cup, and "D" Company the
L.M.G. Cup; Sgt. Saffrey won the prize for the
Battalion Shot. The full results were as follows:—
Battalion Shot (best of Class "A", "B" and "C">;
Sgt. Saffrey. Runner up: L/Cpl. Coe.
Class "A"; Sgt. Saffrey. Runnerup: C.S.M.
Gabriel.
Class "B"; L/Cpl. Coe. Runnersup: Pte.
Matthews and L/Cpl. Fagg.
Class "C"; Pte. Smith (014). Runnerup: Pte.
Thomas.
Rifle Team; H.Q. Company ( A" team).
Runnerup: D" Company ( A" team).
L.M.G. Pairs; D" Company (Cpl. Poole and
L/Cpl. Lee. Runnerup: H.Q. Company (Sgt.
James and L/Cpl. Brett.)
InterCompany; H.Q. Company. Runnerup:
"D" Company.
Falling plate; "B" Company.
The final placings in the InterCompany com
petition were:—
points
328
,1st H.Q. Company
314
2nd "D" Company
308
3rd 'B" Company
298
4th "A" Company
222
5th "C" Company
194
6th "S" Company..
The prizes were presented by the Secondin
Command, Major F. D. C. Cobb, T.D., in the
absence of the Commanding Officer who was
understood to be turning on the heat at Eastbourne!
We look forward to next year's Rifle Meeting

with confidence and are assured of its finding a
permanent place in the Battalion Calendar. "D"
Company's band of enthusiasts are to be con
gratulated on the excellent manner in which things
were laid on—although there were clearly moments
in the early planningstages (and certainly afterwards
when it came to clearingup), when C.S.M. Johns
might easily have given up. That all concerned
persevered, reflects great credit on that Company.
News has come of the award of the Territorial
Efficiency Medal to C.S.M. Gabriel (' A" Com
pany), L/Cpl. Hyde ('B" Company) and L/Cpl.
Wood (Corps of Drums); our congratulations to
them all. Arrangements are being made for the
medals to be presented at a Battalion Parade.
*
*
*
"A" COMPANY
This month has been so quiet that the writer has been
reduced to asking round the Company for copy—a fruitless
search!
We have seen the return to duty of the summer odd
jobbers, during the latter part of the month, and this has
resulted in a rush to arrange for them to fire their courses.
We have to welcome an exgunner, Pte. Shiel, to the Com
pany, and hope that his stay with us will be long and happy.
Ptes. Turner, Pearlman, Foreshaw and Boy Sussex have
gone to the Depot for a week's attachment, before which
Sgt. Mirams took great pains to prepare them for the worst.
*
*
*
"C" COMPANY
We have been conspicuous by our absence from these
pages lately, hence the copious notes below. Methinks this
contribution will provoke much comment abound the break
fast tables. (I find personally that breakfast time is the best
time to read The Dragon—it makes such a change from
reading the main political issues.)
June was a noteworthy month because, pursuant to an
alltoobrief visit from the Battalion Commander and a
"pep talk" in connection with the recruiting drive, a total
of six recruits clamoured to be attested on the very next drill
night. (It would appear that a new nickname has been lately
acquired by one of our veteran volunteers—he is now referred
to as "Shanghai Worthington"—we wonder why???)
Closely followed on the heels of the Battalion Com
mander's visit was the muchlookedforwardto visit of our
new Brigade Commander, Brigadier D. L. Darling, D.S.O.,
M.C., and Brigade Major O'Morchoe. Public relations swung
into action and any person reading through the East Kent
Mercury would have no doubt recognised "The Bulge"
imbibing along with the Brigade Commander and Officers
of "C" Company in one of the many press photographs
that were taken on that memorable occasion.
And so we proceed further into "Flaming June", keeping
a wary eye on the weather. Preparations were afoot for the
Company Exercise "Jog Trot", hence the eye to the weather.
This was to be the exercise to outclass all others. The date,
Saturday, 27th June. Commencement of Operations:
0900 hours. The exercise was scheduled to finish at approx.
1600 hours on Sunday, 28th June.
The day dawned and the keenness of all ranks to carry
out their allotted tasks was matched only by their smartness.
Certain erstwhile dull badges and brasses became alive with
that scintillating dazzle only to be acquired with "Bluebell",
toothbrush and rag.
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THE DRAGON
On that highly favourable note, the Company (34 strong)
proceeded in M.T. Column, handled with due aplomb
by the Sandwich W.R.A.C. Detachment, to the R.V.
"somewhere in Kent". With the inherent skill of all female
drivers, the W.R.A.C. arrived at the R.V. near enough to
the preplanned hour to cause much surprise to the staff
engaged on Planning the Battle in their temporary Tac H.Q.
). "C" Company dis
(fully licensed to sell, etc., etc
mounted, were "got hold of" by our keen subaltern and
proceeded, as per Training Manual, into the Battle Area,
arriving at approx. "Milking Time".
From that moment it was obvious (to all the veterans)
that a blissful night's sleep was the one factor influencing
this exercise that the Planners had failed to appreciate,
As the Company now deployed as a Platoon, moved up to
the D.L., the peaceful and renowed countryside took on a
sinister aspect. Bursts of sparodic sniping were viewed with
disgust by the Platoon as they settled in for the long night.
"C" Company were now on the watch for that ruddy
enemy, waist deep in slit trenches, hastily dug, and not with
out certain expletives from a recalcitrant Corporal, who
erstwhile earned his B. & B. breaking out the stretched
surfaces of some of Kent's tough roads. Attacks came and
were repulsed. Sniping kept alive the spirit of selfpreserv
ation and galvanized the wary Platoon Commander into
countless actions which ultimately strung festoons of equally
wary patrols over and into the dead ground opposite.
Eventually the keen eye of a recruit singled out the sky
lined silhouette of "Chang the Terrible", and it was a much
happier patrol that returned in the drizzle of that night to
the D.L. Alas! the other patrol, deprived of the plessures
of capturing an enemy, were not satisfied with the way things
had proceeded and so the captured enemy were released.
Need we say more than that the other patrol were just as
magnificent and returned gleefully to the D.L., where in
common with their brothers they had a very late supper
fortified by an issue of rum.
The onset of inclement weather provided the long sought
after excuse for a "temporary" ceasefire and a welcome rest
in the "Biwies" with the proviso that sentries must be posted,
etc., etc. Soon after 0045 hours the D.L. reverbrated to
the gentle snores of "C" Company Diehards, while up on
the ridge keeneyed sentries (first shift) pierced the musky
drizzle of the Sunday morn. Sleep on Mes braves, etc., etc.
The somewhat watery dawn (approx. 0330 hours) saw the
furtive movements of one Platoon Commander seeking,
here, there, the missing sentries. With the "Stand to"
preeminently occupying his mind, his following actions
spelt tranquillity of the scene. Therefore, going forth moving
silently between the "Biwies", he distributed hastilylit
thunderflashes. Need we say more?
But from that little incident one gathered that the erst
while tight control needed reviving, so "Chang the Terrible"
and his Cmdrs. donned their war garments and stealthily
slid out into the dead ground and surrounding foliage.
At 0400 hours the attack began and from those hastily
manned slit trenches one could see the movement of the
enemy as their last desperate assault began.
Four eager volunteers along with their eager Platoon
Commander carried out a copy book "Flanker" on the
enemy position, streaking across open ground while their
comrades gave them covering fire on orders from their
section commanders. The enemy ammunition having been
utterly spent, they surrendered. Truly the Buffs Commander
was an expert on Tactical Movement and had used his
knowledge of Fire and Movement with telling results.
His only concern now that he had fulfilled his aim, was to
endeavour to dispense the "Exploding lights and spots"
that were interrupting his vision, His methodical mind

connected the appearance of these with the overindulgence
of steak and kidney pudding at 2200 hours the previous
night.
The Company Commander gazed askance at both the
captured enemy, his once active Platoon Commander and
enemy Commander as they sat side by side on ye old fallen
tree commiserating together on things oh, so far removed
from Battle Procedure. He could hear and see that they had
both reached common agreement on this Sunday morn
in June that "B
steak and kidney pudding was not the
stuff to give the troops on weekend manoeuvres".
The day ended with the firing of both Sterling and S.L.R.
at Canterbury Range and so it will appear "C" Company
returned 31 strong to their beloved Drill Hall, unanimously
agreeing that a ruddy good time was had by all.
At this time it would only be right to thank our P.S.I,
for his magnificent example and efforts, both in the field
and in the preplanning stages, to get Exercise "Jog Trot"
on the way.
Further, the employment of W.R.A.C. personnel on the
Messing and M.T. (with the blessing of Major A. Cobb)
we think contributed in no small measure to the much
needed.
"D" COMPANY
The month of August has been a very busy month as far
as this Company has been concerned. To start with, every
weekend has been spent on Lydden Spout Range, practising
for the Emden Trophy Competition and Annual Classific
ation. The weekend 12th13th September the whole
Company camped out on the range and proved to be a
great success. We arrived on the range at 1400 hours on the
12th and "made camp"; firing commenced at 1600 hours
and finished at 1930 hours. An early start was made at
0800 hours on Sunday, having had a good feed of bacon
and eggs and left the ranges for home at 1600 hours fully
confident that the Emden Trophy to be competed for the
following weekend was in the bag, but we couldn't decide
whose bag.
The weekend 19th20th September was devoted entirely
to the Emden Trophy Competition. This year 1959 was the
Jubilee of the Emden Trophy, and the 579 B.D.S. R.E.
(T.A.) have won this over the past six years and by reports
received, the Royal Engineers were more than confident
that they would retain it for a further twelve months. It
seemed that the odds were against us. Our O.C., Major
F. H. Martin, therefore drew up a plan. He obviously
realised a "Master Plan" was required to defeat the "Con
queroring Sappers" and so it was that the following two
teams were selected:—
"A" Team: Major F. H. Martin, Captain G. P. Turner,
C.S.M. Johns, P., C.S.M. Ballard, G., C.S.M. Sinclair, L.,
C/Sgt. Sayers, F., L/Cpl. Wood, D., L/Cpl. Coe, E.
"B" Team: Sgt. Laird, G., Sgt. Turner, E., Cpl. Savage,
C., L/Cpl. Lee, J., Cpl. Baker, Cpl. Poole, L/Cpl. Fagg, D.,
Pte. Matthews.
Battle commenced at 1000 hours on Sunday, 20th Septem
ber, and by the time all practices were completed on the 300
yards firing point, "A" Team of "D" Company were leading
by 5 points. Not a particularly large margin, but one could
see the psychological effect on our opponents. During the
lunch break we were entertained by the Battalion Band, and
with the strains of Colonel Bogey in the background, our
Commander made his "Master Plan" quite clear to both
"A" and "B" teams. The fight was resumed on the 500
yards firing point at 1330 hours, but even the best planned
tactics at times become unstuck and the Sappers Were leading
by 14 points after this practice,
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The run down was most important, therefore, and we
badly needed all the points we could score. Our "Com
mander" then remustered his teams and reminded us of
our Regimental Motto. This gave us new spirit and "D"
Company's run down was without doubt the smartest
operation that has been seen on Lydden Spout Range for
many years. The result was that "D" Company at long
last won the Emden Trophy on its Jubilee Year by 10 points.
Prizes were presented to the winning team by Brigadier
D. L. Darling, D.S.O., M.C. The weekend was a tremendous
success, but one must not forget those persons who very
efficiently ran the butts and canteens. Our thanks are sent
specially to Captain Semmence and 2/Lieut. Garnsley.
We welcome three new recruits—Ptes. Hicks, Holmes and
Lunn—and hope their stay with us will be a long and happy
one.
We must congratulate L/Cpl. Lee, J., on the birth of a
daughter.

Congratulations to L/Cpl. Wood on being awarded the
Territorial Efficiency Medal and also to Pte. Philpott on
receiving the Divisional Commander's Certificate of Merit
for the part he played in the Home Counties District Motor
Cycle Trial.
The M.M.G. Platoon spent an exciting day at Lydd on
20th September with the 4th Battalion, and some excellent
scores were returned. Our Platoon romped home first in
the InterBattalion Shoot and that really made the day.
Sgt. Philpott presided in the butts and appears to have
thoroughly enjoyed himself, even though paste and paper
were much in demand. He almost didn't reach home,
however, when Captain Morgan's car decided to blow up
at the foot of Folkestone Hill.
To the following recruits we tender a hearty welcome:—
Ptes. Carter, McGavin, Fletcher, Hume, Horrocks, Baugh,
Sanders, Denton, Johns, Blackburn and Dickerson. We are
sure their stay with us will be a happy one.

THINGS SEEN AND HEARD

Although certain parts of England have been affected
THE BAND
by a water shortage, it is believed that Lydden Spout Ranges
Following our debut at Broadstairs, as reported in our
comes into this category according to certain members of this .
Company.
last notes, the Band made its second public appearance at
The Oval, Margate, on Sunday, September 13th. The pro
gramme was wellreceived by a very large audience, and we
"S" COMPANY
have reason to be thankful that the weather held so good for
The Company commenced the month well by being our first efforts. Our thanks are also due to Captain W. D.
represented in the Deal Carnival with a tableau depicting Baddely for the excellent poster he produced. It was
fifty years of Volunteer Service, together with the Support remarked upon by many "old" Buffs as one of the finest they
Platoon weapons, 3 in. Mortar, Vickers Machine Gun and had seen.
AntiTank Gun.
On Sunday, September 20th, we played a programme at
A successful day was held at Lydd Ranges when all the Emden Trophy meeting at Lydden Spout Rifle Range,
Platoon weapons were fired and the AntiTank Platoon were and we like to think that our efforts helped to spur our team
able to make up for their lost weekend by some very to a welldeserved victory. Well done, "D" Company!
excellent shooting.
and thank you for the refreshments. Some of our number
stranded in the beer tent halfway down the range and
"A" Company football team has been formed to enter were
were ordered to remain there whilst firing was in progress
the Deal and District League and hope to meet with some at
the 500 yards firing point. This arrangement did not meet
success; C.S.. (Curly) Bond has suggested the use of a with
universal approval, because our Bill, who is said to
crib board for scoring.
prefer his beer from a bucket, was engaged in driving the
We join in congratulating "D" Company on the fine remainder of the Band back to Thanet.
achievement in winning the Emden Trophy and look
Engagements in the book are: October 9th, Officers' Mess
forward to seeing it.
Home Counties District; October 31st, Concert at the
Members of the Company who went to the Depot for Granville Theatre, Ramsgate; and we are also brushing up
their September Camp enjoyed their week's stay and our marching ready for the Remembrance Parade in Novem
profited from the instruction there. They now number ber.
among the few to have fired both the Sterling and the S.L.R.
WARNING.—Anyone passing or living in the vicinity of
Lydden Spout Rifle Range will know by now that the Band
fired their annual course on that range on October 11th.
Anything could and undoubtedly did happen!
H.Q. COMPANY
Before a large crowd of residents and holiday makers the
Finally, if you live within a reasonable distance from
Band of the 5th Battalion gave their first public performance Westwood T.A. Centre, and can play a military band
at Broadstairs in September and this was followed soon instrument, or know anyone that does, please get in touch
afterwards by a similar engagement at Margate, where the with us. A welcome is assured. We have representatives
crowd was even larger. Thank you, Mr. Becker, and your from many Regimental and Marine Bands, and when we
Band. You have done the Battalion a good service.
go down "Memory Lane", which is quite often, we can find
with bands from 1917 to the present day, so you are
With the departure of Captain Morgan and the appoint contacts
ment of Captain Wright as O.C. H.Q. Company, there sure to find some "common ground".
have been some other changes. Captain Semmence has taken
over the Signal Platoon from Captain Crowdy, who will be
leaving us, and Captain Morgan has taken over the Corps
of Drums from 2/Lieut. Dinely. The latter has been attending
PLEASE ENLIST A NEW
a course at the School of Infantry, Warminster, and has now
come back bursting with knowledge of Platoon tactics.
Mr. Dinely goes away again shortly to Hythe for the Platoon SUBSCRIBER TO "THE DRAGON'
Weapons Course and we can therefore expect the works in
about a month's time!
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By Skode to Gibraltar

I

T was with the cheering thought that a bottle
of champagne hung on our safe arrival, that
we set out from Dortmund on Monday, August
17th. After six hours of hard driving down the
southbound autobahn, we camped for the night
just outside BadenBaden. The next day we drove
on down to Basle and thence after a quick quarter
of an hour in Switzerland, caused by taking the
wrong turning, on to Belfort in France. There we
summoned forth our very rusty schoolboy French
to try and change our currency—surprisingly
enough the cashier understood us. We pressed on
that day to Valence, where we spent our second
night. Wednesday we spent in Marseilles, bathing
and wandering round that fantastic city, departing
that evening for the Spanish border. Thursday
midday we crossed into Spain and headed on to
Barcelona, which did not impress us as much as
the delicious dinner we had in a quiet restaurant
just outside it. For the next two and a half days
we drove on down the south coast of Spain,
keeping close to the glistening warm blue of the
Mediterranean. We passed through a series of
attractive little towns, Alicante, M urcia, Almeria,
Malaga to mention just a few. The charm of these
little places lay in their natural beauty, the friendli
ness of the people and, the low cost of wine and
fruit (of which we kept plentiful supplies). The
intriguing thing to watch was a town's awakening
about 7 o'clock in the evening from its siesta and
its inhabitants emerging to do the evening 'paseo
before returning to the cafes and restaurants
about 9 o'clock for wine, food and conviviality—
by midnight, the party was really underway.
Eventually on Sunday the unmistakeable outline
of the Rock loomed up ahead and the champagne
was ours.
For the next week, we stayed in Gibraltar with
Peter's sister and brotherinlaw. We met again
and were handsomely entertained by many friends
of Aden days in the 1st Battalion Prince of Wales'
Own Regiment of Yorkshire. We also managed
to fit a quick day's trip (and one night!!) to
Tangier, where we had a sample of its famed night
life. At last, with many regrets, on Sunday, we
began our trek back—this time across the centre
of Spain to Madrid and thence to San Sebastian.
We took with us, as a liquid memory of a primitive
but wonderful country, a demijohn of sherry
(costing about 2/6). Once in France, we headed
straight for Paris, passing through Bordeaux and
Tours on our way. That unique city was to me on
my first visit all I had hoped it to be, and I think
Peter, whose second trip it was, found as much to
fascinate him as before. From Paris we drove

straight to Amiens to stay the night with some
French friends, whose welcome and hospitality
was typical of the best France can offer. They fed
us like kings and entertained us non stop with their
sparkling conversation that seems to be as much a
national speciality as their champagne. After this,
the remainder of the journey seemed an anti
climax as we drove slowly back through Bruxelles
and into Germany.
The whole three weeks cost us £50, the bulk of
which was spent on petrol. We passed through
eight countries, feasted our eyes on every type of
terrain and town and even got quite fluent at
French.
S.M.B.
P.E.C.
*

*

*

The Army Boot Still
Slogs On

W

E'RE footslogslogslogsloggirf over Africa,
Foot, foot, foot, footsloggin'over Africa;
(Boots, boots, boots, boots, movin' up an'
down again)
There's no discharge in the war!
Rudyard Kipling's description of the P.B.I. in his poem
Boots describes—in words a soldier might have used—the
tremendous strain of a sustained route march, and how well
the British soldier, and his boots, have always stood up to it.
Next to his rifle, a soldier's boots are his most precious
possession. The Duke of Wellington's axiom still holds
good: "The most important item of equipment for a soldier
is, first, a good serviceable pair of boots; second, another
pair of boots; and third, a pair of half soles".
Without his boots, a soldier loses mobility and becomes
a sitting pigeon for the enemy. Even without an enemy, he
wouldn't last long barefooted. Arctic cold would give him
gangrene and frostbite; jungle depths would find his feet
and ankles smothered with filthy clinging leeches; a moun
tain climb would leave him with feet bleeding and
incapacitated.
Of course, no soldier has any illusions about his job.
It is to go anywhere and do anything. War is full of the un
expected, and not even the most detailed planning can
predictable. But in facing these hazards, every soldier is
entitled to expect that any hazard which can be foreseen
should be minimised by the provision of the best and most
hardwearing equipment possible.
Only leather, it is justifiably claimed, can meet the variety
of conditions and strains for which a soldier must be pre
pared. There are good scientific reasons for this. The
fibres of leather, as the microscope shows, 4 are three
dimensional, and interlock in the most intricate way,
combining pliancy and strength in a way which no other
natural material can equal and which no synthetic material
can even begin to imitate.
Woven fibres crisscross in two directions. Try to imagine
the weave not only horizontal, but vertical as well, and you
will have some idea of how tough leather is. No known
method of weaving can duplicate the qualities of leather.
In other respects, too, synthetic materials, ingenious
though they are, cannot do what leather does. Leather
combines opposite qualities. It can be made to resist
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There's nothing like Leather
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moisture—and yet retain its porosity and absorbent
qualities. If leather weren't absorbent, perspiration from the
foot would not be able to escape; perspiration which cannot
be absorbed by the shoe causes the foot to become inflamed,
with resultant skin troubles such as athlete's foot.
Repelling moisture and absorbing perspiration, the leather
army boot does two opposite jobs at once, but it does
another—it ventilates the foot as well. Leather "breathes",
for it is actually porous. Here again no synthetic material
has this quality. The Leather Manufacturers' Research
Association has proved that the feet of an active man on a
warm day give off an average of six ounces of perspiration
in 12 hours—two pints in a week. But the soldier is more
active than any civilian, and it is easy to see that he would
soon be in a state if he were ever compelled to wear boots
with anything but leather soles.
The British Army Boot has a long and honourable history.
It has stood up to every imaginable climate, to every possible
condition. It has been abused, outraged, misused and over
worked, and come through with flying colours. ...
Leather has been the soldier's friend for thousands of
years. Sandals of leather from the tomb of TutankhAmen
can still be seen in Cairo Museum. Sir Leonard Woolley,
in his excavations at uUr of the Chaldees", found proof
of their extensive use of leather. There is in the Turin
Museum a fragment of leather 7,000 years old, while flints
used for scraping hides have been estimated by archaeologists
and geologists to be at least 18,000 years old.
From classical statuary it would seem that sandals were
the most popular type of footwear in ancient times, but boots
were known to the ancients too. Homer mentions them
about 907 B.C., and so do Roman historians.
Haydn, in his Dictionary of Dates—a standard reference
work—says that boots "are said to be the invention of the
Carians, and were made of iron, brass or leather". I don't
know who the Carians were, for even the Encyclopaedia
Britannica is silent on the subject, but I'm willing to wager
that the Carian soldiers had something to say if they were
forced to go on long marches in iron boots.
The ancestor, one might say the Adam, of all Army boots
is the Army Ankle Boot, which was introduced in 1913.
Until then the Handsewn Blucher was issued, but these, it
was realised, could never be produced in sufficient quantities
for a modern army. It was clear that Britain would need a
million pairs, and that a revolution in manufacturing
techniques was called for.
And so the First World War saw the triumph of the
machinerivetted seam against the old handsewn welt, and
the widespread use of full or semichrome leather for uppers.
Chrome tanned leather can be given any surface colour
required, but can be recognised, by a cross section, by its
bluish tinge.
The poor old quartermaster is usually accused of handing
out any old pair of boots which comes to hand, with sadistic
indifference as to whether they fit or not. In fact an immense
range of sizes is made, ranging from size 3 to 22!
Even before 1914, immense research had gone into the
designing of the Army Ankle Boot. Measurements of whole
regiments were consulted and averaged, it was thought
that the boot produced could never be improved, and under
the most terrible conditions it proved equal to every ordeal.
The scrape of gravel and rock, the impact of flying metal,
the endless squelch of mud, left the boots wearable and
sound.
The research, however, continued. By 1938 the ortho
paedists (who understand the bone structure of the body,
and the stresses which they can sustain) and scientists had
combined to design a new type of ankle boot which saw
service in every field of the Second World War.
continued on p. 215

Past and Present
Association
Annual Members
1ST TO 30TH SEPTEMBER

Dover Branch.—D. Wood, W. J. Donaldson.

Life Members
1ST TO 30TH SEPTEMBER

Herne Bay Branch.—H. A. Harris.
*

*

*

Donations
We gratefully acknowledge the following donation:—
Miss F. Harley
£1 1 0

Grants
Benevolent Fund
World War 1939, Charitable Fund

£ s. d.
53 0 0
7 0 0

London Branch
Once again it has fallen to me to write the Dragon notes,
but I do it willingly, knowing full well that Scotty will be
back in harness for the next issue.
We had a bumper meeting on 19th September. There were
32 members present and 15 ladies led by Mrs. Odell, the
Ladies' Guild Chairman.
After the formalities of Minutes and Correspondence
had been dealt with, we got down to the month's business.
Our Christmas Draw will be held this year on Saturday,
12th December, and prizegiving will be after the monthly
meeting on Saturday, 19th December. All at the Prince
Alfred, Tufton Street, and both at 7.30 p.m. Everyone will
be welcome and particularly any Buffs from other Branches
who may be in London on either day.
Saturday, 31st October. Our President has kindly arranged
for a party from the Branch to attend the Ceremony of the
Keys at the lower of London. Time 9.40 p.m. at the Main
Gate. So far 28 members have booked in and there is room
still for another seven. Nc doubt some will call on our
Yeoman Warders Belson and Twyman to see if their history
of the Tower is still uptodate.
There are as yet no details available as to how many
members can attend the Cenotaph Parade, but these will
be circulated when received.
The raffles proved popular and did very well. Mrs. Odell
kindly gave one which was well supported. Our sincere
thanks to her.
Now who did I see at the meeting? I must say we were
all very glad to see Joe Goss, who turned up on crutches
and complete with wife, son and motor car. He got them
all well organised. Then there was Jim Redman and his
wife whom we have not seen for some time and all looking
remarkably well.
What a job it is to remember names and faces unless you
make a note of them all at once, but I did see Darky Clover,
Albert Sharpe, Sam Lewis, Ted/Alf Gardner (yes, the one
who put the DrumMajor's motorbike in the dustbin!),
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Ernie Hart, Ernie Cotton, Joe Dixie, Billy Everett, Canham
and his pal whose name I cannot remember, Butch Haslett,
Chirby Watts, Bob Billings, and many of their ladies.
I know I've missed some of the names but will have to make
a note of them for next time.
We all send Scotty our best wishes and hope to see him
in his chair of office at the next meeting.
Best wishes to all Buffs.

gesture—thank you, Sandwich Branch. And thank you,
too, for coming here to give us such a jolly evening. At
some later date we hope to visit you in response to your
generous invitation.
Nothing else to report this month, unless it is to leave you
with a wondering thought as to which seaside resort will
claim the record for the most sunshine THIS year.
*
*
*

Ladies' Guild

DAN.

*

*

*

Ladies' Guild
A meeting was held at the Queen's Head, Marsham
Street, Westminster, on October 3rd. Mrs. Odell was in the
Chair.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed.
Regrets were received from Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Hawkins,
Mrs. Tucker, Mrs. Baxter, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. and Miss Cudlip
and Mrs. Norman.
The Chairman announced that our men folk had joined
us for the first time during our meeting.
We are all very sorry to hear that Mr. Taylor is in hospital
at Greenwich. We wish him a speedy recovery to good
health.
Nurse Evans sent her grateful thanks for the beautiful
bouquet sent on behalf of the Ladies' Guild to her.
We were delighted to welcome Mrs. Audrey Odell and
Susan.
The Chairman announced that we should be holding a
Bring and Buy Sale at our next meeting, and hoped all
members would support this.
Raffles were given by Mrs. Foster Hall, Mrs. Keown,
Mrs. Odell, Mrs. Kebbell, Mrs. Annan, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs.
Watts, Mrs. Nave and Mrs. Yapp. These realised £3 19s. 6d.
This being all, the meeting closed.
M.J.D.

Medway Branch
Our usual stalwarts and their ladies gathered at the British
Legion Club, Chatham, on Saturday, 19th September, for
a short business meeting and to greet and entertain members
of the Sandwich Branch who came to spend a social evening
with us. It would seem by what was said by our visitors
before they entered their coach to make the return journey,
that (to coin a phrase) an enjoyable evening was had by all.
The Branch meeting itself was short and sweet. Indeed,
the only item of importance was the agenda that had been
received from our General Secretary for the Annual General
Meeting. Final instructions for the Branch Representatives
were left for the October meeting. Our Hon. Secretary
(Harold Brand), who had rushed from his holiday to be
with us—and this is not the first time that he has done such
a thing—then dashed down to the Town Hall to meet our
visitors, who hailed from the misty depths of Sandwich,
and to bring them to our meetingplace. And then the fun
started.
There was, of course, the initial dash to ther bar, where
thirsts were slaked. Then followed games, dancing, tombola,
the inevitable raffle and even some singing. This latter, you
can guess, was at the latter part of the evening. And what
do you think those kind friends of the place that lends its
name to a permanent item on the menu to be found in all
BritishRailway Restaurants did? (Awful sentence, that!) They
had brouglit with them a box of lovely apples which they
donated as a prize for the raffle. A very kind and thoughtful

The monthly meeting of the Ladies' Guild was held on
Tuesday, 22nd September, when we had our usual Whist
Drive. The prizes this month were given by Mrs. Jones, and
were won by Mesdames French, Cheshire and Brooker.
The final arrangements were made for our Annual Dinner
at the Kingswood Hotel on October 7th, and also the
arrangements were made for the Bring and Buy Sale at our
October meeting, when we hope a few of the Sittingbourne
Branch will visit us.
The ladies of the Medway Guild sincerely thank the mem
bers of the Ladies' Guild at Folkestone for a most enjoyable
time spent with them on the afternoon of September 9th.
The weather was kind to us, the ladies were kind to us, and
we took home a number of their prizes.
After a cup of tea and a chat, the meeting closed.

Ramsgate Branch
The topic of conversation, of course, is the unusual
weather we are having, but to several Branches, on Sunday,
September 13th (our's included) even the weather took a
back seat to the Fishing Competition, which this year was
held at Herne Bay. But I think Alf Trice must have warned
the fish, for even Ramsgate and Deal have provided v,
pound or two of fishing this year. All Branches fishing
could not muster one poimdl Our sympathies go to the
organisers, who even had boats laid on, but the sea was so
rough that they were unable to get out. Consequently, all
teams had to fish from the pier. I believe one member was so
fed up that the pier caught fire. We still don't know how,
but he had to run for a bucket of water to put it out. In
all, a very disappointing day, except for the welcome and
enjoyable meal, put on by Herne Bay Branch.
Our September meeting mustered some 34 officers and
members, which was good considering the numbers who were
taking a belated holiday. We were without our President
and Treasurer, Major H. J. Martin, who is at the moment
due to leave for a holiday in India with his daughter. We
wish him bon voyage and a grand holiday. Alan Bingham,
our Chairman, is also acting President, and Charlie Fakely,
acting Treasurer, during Major Martin's absence. As
usual, our Chairman got the business oyer in record time
and we finished the evening having a noggin downstairs,
where several of our ladies joined us. I've just realised
I haven't welcomed yet another Secretary to our Ladies'
Guild. This time it is Mrs. Joy, wife of one of our members
from the 5th Battalion at Westwood. I guess I'll be called
over the coals for this omission, but welcome all the same.
We also welcome to the Branch meetings a member from
Sandwich, Mr. L. Daniels, who has recently come to live in
Ramsgate.
Dick Atkins has finished yet another tour of Deputy
Sheriff at the "Golden Horseshoe Saloon", and has
thoroughly enjoyed it. Sid Blackburn has the 5th Battalion
Band to entertain him on his visits to the Westwood T.A.
Centre. Bert Knott still attends the meetings, but does not
make much improvement in health. Our oldtimers, Jeff
and Dusty Miller, still manage to get along on occasional
visits to us. Wally Ansell is better again and soon we hope
to start work.
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We offer our sympathy to Bill Costin and his family on
the loss of his father.
Another welcome—offered to Sgt. Ward and Mrs. Ward,
who have come to relieve Sgt. and Mrs. Billett at Willson's
Road Drill Hall. Quite a coincidence that the last two
P.S.I.s at this Drill Hall should be sons of Buffs with whom
several of us served in the Regiment.
Our next item of interest is to prepare for our Annual
Dinner, this year to be held at the Regency Hotel on Novem
ber 7th. We are hoping for a really good show.
I hear that "A" Company, 5th Battalion, are doing a
bit of extra W.T. in the hope of beating the Branch to the
Grant Cup this year. Well, could be it is their vear, for I'm
afraid I'm losing one if not two of my team. Harry Cook
has joined "A" Company, so he's in the enemy camp, and
Major Martin is a little too far away to help. We are going
to find it hard to field a team for this competition, but we
shall still have a bash at the InterBranch Shooting, even if
we come bottom of the League.
That's about the lot from Ramsgate for this month, so
for the present best wishes to all Buffs everywhere.
BEN.
*

*

*

Ladies' Guild
I would like to rectify the jnistake in the August edition.
Mrs. Mauger is our new Treasurer, not Mrs. Manger.
Whether it was my atrocious writing or a misprint I don't
know, but I'm sorry all the same for any misleading there
might have been.
Our Chairman and Treasurer are both on their respective
holidays at the time of my writing, and very nice weather
they are having, I hear, so they were absent from our last
meeting. Mrs. Hogben (ViceChairman) and I took the
meeting, and what a night we had. First of all, the attend
ance was lower than ever, only 19 arrived. Then we found
there were no prizes for the "Beetle" which was to have been
our entertainment for the evening. So we had to turn to
tombola, only to find there was no board with wooden
numbers, and after tearing up countless pieces of paper to
write the numbers on, someone found us a makeshift
"board", and we then settled to play, only to be plunged
into complete darkness by our teamaker for the evening
turning a faulty switch that fused all the lights. After a
break of a quarter of an hour, we played one game by
hurricane lamp, but it was too much of an eyestrain, the
numbers being very hard to see, that we gave up and all
decided to go home.
The 5th Battalion gave their second concert this afternoon,
September 6th, at the Broadstairs Bandstand, and everyone
agreed they have improved no end, thanks to Mr. Becker.
We are looking forward to their next show, on Sunday,
September 13th, at Cliftonville.
We are very pleased to hear Mrs. Histed ("Dot from
Sandwich") is making progress after having pneumonia,
and hope it won't be very long before she is back with us
again.
I do hope we shall see an improvement at our meetings
soon, as our room is rather bare with so many chairs empty
at the time. Do pome along, members, or I'll never get to
know who the ladies are I keep sending the monthly notices
out to.
We are hoping to hold our annual bazaar and social in
November, but I'll let you know more about that next time,
as the date is not yet settled.
To close with, we have a very lucky person on our roll,
winning the "snowball", "raffle" and our one and only
game of tombola. No mentioning names, but no doubt she
recognises herself.
D. JOY.

Canterbury Branch
A rather humdrum month up to date, the excellent
weather causing people to prolong their holidays, I suppose,
although the weather got a trifle huffy of the 13th September
and disrupted the major arrangements of the fishing festival
which Herne Bay went to so much trouble to organise on
the Association's behalf. The elements reduced the catch
to a rock bottom figure, and so the minus catch cf our team
is not truly a reflection of our skill, or should I say luck.
We thank Messrs. Argrave, Hopkins, Philpott and Gilding
for their zeal, and the few supporters who partook of the
Herne Bay ozone. Also, we thank Herne Bay Branch
collectively for making the necessary arrangements.
We sympathise with Dover Branch in the loss they have
sustained through the passing of Mr. Jack Abbott. The
writer was closely associated with Jack through the dark days
of P.O.W. life, and is contributing a separate obituary for
which it is to be hoped the Editor will find room.
Our numbers kept much around our average attendance
at the meeting on the 25th September, and we were pleased
to welcome our President once again after his spell in
hospital. He brought along with him a considerable number
of old photos of Regimental interest, ranging from the First
World War to the climax of the last war, and offered them
to one and ail to help fill the gaps in one's old album.
A nice gesture and well appreciated if the quickness of the
disappearing photos was any standard to judge by.
Another kind festure came from Mr. Rennels, who
presented the Club with a framed photo of Cpl. T. Cotter,
v.c., and from Mr. Paine, Sen., a framed group of a few of
the executives who were in the company of R.S.M. White on
his last meeting night in England. Both these generous
gifts will be hung in our present room, thanks to the kindness
of R.S.M. Fairbanks.
Norman Fisk is trying to organise some form of a darts
evening between ourselves, our own Depot, and the members
of the 4th Battalion T.A. Sergeants' Mess. This should
prove a useful attraction, and a bumper social evening.
It was strange not seeing Bill Evans and his good lady
amongst our normal company, but they were away at East
bourne for a few days.
Lately, the tendency has been for a general natter after
the^ business instead of tombola, but I expect the latter will
revife again once we find a good "Barker". And that
reminds me—does Mr. White now have to shout the numbers
in Swahili lingo?
«

*

*

BABU.

Ladies' Guild
October 7th was a glorious summer day and members,
wearing summer frocks, enjoyed meeting again after an
interval of two months; there was much to discuss and
holiday doings to relate.
Mrs. Argles took the Chair and gave a warm welcome to
two new members, Mrs. Fairbanks and Mrs. Harris.
In the absence of Mrs. Alexander, who is away from
home, Mrs. Argles read the minutes of the July meeting.
She said the Committee had arranged programmes for the
forthcoming meetings this winter, these sounded very
attractive. They were also planning to invite members from
other Branches.
The Chairman thanked all those members who had
contributed so generously to the Bottle Stall on the Buffs
"At Home" day in August, the proceeds amounting to
£70 were divided between S.S.A.F.A. and the Garrison
Fund. A grateful letter of thanks had been received from
S.S.A.F.A. and Colonel Grace had written thanking them
for their kind gift to the Garrison Fund.
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Games were organised by Mrs. Thompson and gave much
enjoyment.
Mrs. Hopkins and Mrs. Chambers were tea hostesses, a
cup of tea was very welcome on such a hot afternoon.
A prize for the Competition was given by Mrs. Chambers
and was won by Mrs. Cox.
We look forward to our November Meeting.
*

*

*

Heme Bay Branch
At last Herne Bay Branch have found something to make
notes of. We put our monthly meeting forward for one
week so that final arrangements could be made for the
Battle of Britain Week Darts Competition which is arranged
by the local RA .F.A., and the Annual Fishing Competition.
On Friday the 11th, the Battle of Britain Darts Com
petition was held at May Lodge under arrangements made
by the local R.A.F. A. We entered four teams and one team
managed to reach the final, where they played a team from
the Rodney's Head (this being the former H.Q. of the
R.A.F.A.), but owing to bad luck or bad play, we lost in
two straight legs. Nevertheless, it was a good show to be
in the final.
Next the Fishing Competition, which was held on the
13th. After weeks cf preparation in which we had to
decide the time and date so that we would not clash with
other competitions being held in the Bay, the arrangements
for boats, etc., and after a couple of really good weeks cf
good weather on the 13th, above all days, the sea decided
that we were not to use boats after all and we had to transfer
the whole over to the pier, which turned out to be a complete
farce, there being no fish. Our Branch does apologise to
those other Branches who arrived to take part, but we cannot
order the weather.
Our President (Major J. Iggulden) presented the prizes.
We would like to thank those Branches who contributed
to the prize list and as the number of prizes exceeded the
catch, the balance has been returned to Headquarters to
swell the prize list next year, if we can get somewhere where
there will be some fish.
I wonder if any of the Brighton Branch could put me in
touch with old Spud Lee, if still alive (wellknown to old
2nd Battalion members as the Battalion right back at
hockey(, or Cpl. Knight, also of the 2nd Battalion. The
last I heard of Spud, he was living at Wiston, and Knight at
Hove.
Our next meeting is on .the 12th October, when we hope
to know who will be going to the A.G.M.
*

*

*

Sandwich Branch
The General Monthly Meeting was held at the Drill Hall
on Wednesday, September 9th, 1959, at 8 p.m., and Major
F. W. lomlinson presided. The meeting opened with the
usual moment's silence, followed by the reading of the
Minutes of the previous meeting.
Apologies were received from Lieut.Col. N. S. Hart,
Mr. C. Gower, Mr. P. Harlow, Mr. C. Willis, Mr. A.
Beecham and Mr. H. Scarbrough.
Correspondence read and discussed included a letter from
the Sandwich Community Association thanking the Branch
for their great help at the Riverside Fete held on August
Bank Holiday Monday, which was very much appreciated.
The Medway Branch wrote concerning our visit to their
new H.Q. on Saturday, 19th September, for a social evening,
and to which they were looking forward very much.

The Association's Agenda for the A.G.M. and the Minutes
of the last A.G.M. were discussed, and it was decided to
have the items further discussed at the next monthly meeting
and instruct our delegates. Our Branch representatives will
be ViceChairman Mr. A. Ledner and Mr. E. Spicer. Any
other members wishing to attend were requested to notify
the Hon. Secretary.
Reports were given of the Branch's various activities since
our last meeting, which included the Riverside Fete, Branch
Annual Outing, Freedom of Ramsgate, August Reunion
and the Depot "At Home". The latter, according to
reports by those lucky enough to be present, was a wonder
ful show and thoroughly ezjoyed and appreciated. About
40 members and friends of the Branch were present.
FUTURE EVENTS.—The Hon. Secretary was instructed to
contact the Secretary of the T.A. Social Club with a view to
arranging a combined New Year's Eve Dance.
*





Ashford Branch
Sixteen members attended our monthly meeting at the
Drill Hall on 3rd October. Two of our members, Bert Vant
and Ossie Masters, were away to the 4th Battalion Dinner,
so some one else had the pleasure of their company and
chinwagging. We hope that all present had a happy
reunion. Next Saturday is the 6th Battalion Dinner, and our
representative to this is Mr. H. Coleman, who takes on the
role of Chairman (quite an honour, Harold!).
On the sick list this month is our Standard Bearer, Mr.
W. Chapman. To him we wish a quick and speedy recovery.
He has had a major operation and is doing well. To you,
Bill, hurry up and get out. Cyril Barham's progress is very
slow, but we wll wish him the best. Our members are well
informed of the progress of you both.
On 19th September a party of twenty, wives included,
attended the Social Evening and "Get Together" of the
Past and Present Association Q.R.W.K. Regiment. We
had a very nice evening there. The refreshments were great,
especially the hot curried rice which was enjoyed by all
(although too hot for some).
Soon we hope to have a few more members join the
Branch from "C" Company, 4th Battalion. C/Sgt. Wraight
is doing his best to recruit them in. Thanks, Stan!
With no other business, the meeting closed. This was
followed by the games of knockout billiards, darts and crib.
Next meeting is the nomination of officers for the ensuing
year, so let's have a good attendance. Spread the news
around and bring the exBuffs along, lads!
We are sorry to hear that the Dragon cap badge is being
dismissed after serving so long for the Regiment. We know
that the T.A. Battalions will keep the tradition well, and
all that it stands for.
To the caretaker at the Drill Hall, Mr. Seaton, thanks
for your work, and to Stan Wraight, once again our thanks.
A.C.M.
« ft

«

Dover Branch
The October meeting took place on Thursday the 7th,
our Chairman, Mr. T. Noakes, presiding. Supporting him
were Messrs. Bowcock, Martin, Deal (Hon. Treasurer),
Smith (Hon. Secretary), Hawkins, Marsh, Creamer, John
cock, Dyer, Gavin, Loram and Hare.
In mentioning new members in the September notes,
I forgot L/Cpl. Wood, another member of thelocal Company
of T.A.
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THE DRAGON
Very nice to see Alf Creamer at a meeting and we forgive
him for his absences righjt through the summer. He tells us
that business has been good, and both his wife and he have
beez kept very busy. Must say he looked slim and well on
it all.
Matches for the Branch Darts Cup have started and
Woo Martin had the privilege of being first winner in
Round 1, dashing the hopes of our old friend, Mr. Dyer.
Our very worthy Secretary has got his mind set to business
and is now doing his best to get the Branch's first social
going. Starting on a small scale with invitations to our
nearest Branches, he hopes at some future date to put on
something really big. Well, all members present are certainly
for it, and we wish Reg all success in his efforts. All this, by
the way, is with full permission of Major Martin, O.C. "D"
Company, 4th Battalion. Major Martin, by the way,
looked in to see us and we congratulate him most heartily
on the Company's success in winning the Emden Shield
for Shooting. It is quite a few years ago now since it was
last won by a detachment of Buffs. Good luck, "D" Com
pany.
Leaving this most important item until last, the Branch
welcome Mr. H. Sutton as its new President. Wellknown
in Dover in connection with the local paper and his very
great interest in other activities, including the local District
Rifle League, he has long been a member of the Past and
Present Association and a VicePresident of the Branch.
He has our full support and we hope soon to see him at the
Branch meetings, to enable us to put this welcome into
words.
Cheerio!
SACCO.

Sittingbourne Branch
At the meeting held at the Drill Hall, Crown Quay Lane,
on Friday, September 4th, Colonel D. J. Dean, v.c., T.D.,
J.P., was in the Chair, assisted by Mr. Mount, with a good
number of members present. The Minutes of the last
meeting were read and passed. Apologies were received
from Lieut.Col. Wills, C.S.M. Antrichan and Mr. Nairns.
The Christmas Party was discussed in great detail, and
after many suggestions for and against, it was decided
that "B" Company (I.A.), Sittingbourne Detachment,
would organise and run the party, with backing from the
T.A., Past and Present and Ladies' Guild. There was to
be a Committee from the T.A., the P. & P. and the Ladies'
Guild. These were to meet as soon as possible.
Referring to Past and Present membership, the Chairman
again spoke of getting younger blood into the Association,
so that the old timers could feel that all the work they had
done in the past could be carried on by the younger section.
Major R. Jarman, to the great delight of all members
present, spoke on the plan that he was putting into operation
by enrolling "B" Company en bloc into the Association.
This was received with great applause.
Before inviting another Association to the social evening
it was decided to hold a social evening with the T.A. and
their ladies, and to find out how many members of the
P. & P. would turn out. Also to be invited were the members
of the Ladies' Guild. The meeting would start at 7 p.m.
instead of 7.30 p.m. There were to be darts, tombola,
billiards and miniature range, with refreshments by the T.A.
A memo was read giving the date of the A.G.M. as
Saturday, 31st October at 3.15 p.m. Two delegates of the
Branch would have their expenses paid, but any other
member could attend. The delegates would be Mr. Read and
Mr. Mount, with Mr. Russelland Mr. Sinclair also attending.

It was felt by members that they should have a new dart
board. It was brought to the notice of the meeting that the
dart board in use belonged to the T.A. Major Jarman gave
his consent for a new one, and the bill will be presented to
him.
Mr. Russell stated that the darts finals should be played
on a Southern Board, and it was recorded somewhere in
the Association Minutes, but to the best of his knowledge
it was always played on a Treble Board. Therefore, any
Branch without a Treble Board would have the added
expense of purchasing one. As most Branches use these
boards, would the Secretary enquire if this rule was still in
order.
Booby was then drawn, given this month by Mr. Russell,
and won by Mr. Read, raising a sum of 4/6.
A most enjoyable evening was spent, and hot dogs served.
SIN BAD.

The Army Boot Still Slogs On—continued from p. 211
The complexities of modern war have, of course, increased
the range and the specifications of the sort of Army Boots
required. More than 150 different varieties of footwear
had to be designed and manufactured in the last war. The
Arctic Boot, which saw service in Norway and other cold
climates, had to be Specially treated so that the hide wouldn't
set hard in extreme temperatures. The Climbing Boot had a
reinforced toe and metal sole fitments to give grip in climbing
rough surfaces and the Assault Boot was made to withstand
anything—sand, gravel and rock.
Then there were the Jungle Boots worn during the Burma
Campaign. Red ants, leeches, snakes, termites, torrential
rain, allenveloping mud—it had to resist them all. The
loathsome leech was excluded by a lweather tongue sewn
right across the "throat" of the boot to the top of the upper
and tightly laced. And it had double soles. No use looking
for a boot repairer in the heart of the jungle! Without boots
the jungle would soon get you if the enemy didn't.
A soldier will put up with most things, but not with boots
which don't fit him, or cause him discomfort in wear^and
quite rightly too!
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