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St. James's Palace.
" I have received the King's Commands
to thank the Buffs, all Ranks, Past and
Present Association, on His Majesty's behalf,
as well as on behalf of His Majesty's Sisters,
for the beautiful flowers so kindly sent as a
tribute of affection and respect to the Memory
of Her late Majesty Queen Alexandra, by
which the King is deeply touched."
December, 1925.

Personalia.
The following cablegram has been received
from His Majesty Christian X., King of
Denmark :—
" My heartfelt thanks with Christmas and
new year greetings."
CHRISTIAN R.
General Sir Arthur Paget is still at Cannes ;
we regret to hear that recently, he has not
been quite so well.
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell has been
appointed a member of the Kent Territorial
Association and Chairman of the Recruiting
Committee.. >
Sir Arthur and his son were amongst the
visitors to the Depot during Christmas Week.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge and
Lieut.Colonel Bradley Dyne have recently
been shooting with Lord Harris at Belmont,
resulting, we understand, in a very satisfactory
bag.
We are glad to hear that Miss June
Bainbridge, who has lately undergone an
operation at Margate, is progressing very
satisfactorily.
Bdr.General Whitacre Allen has returned
to Bearsted from Dinard where he has been
recuperating after his recent severe operation.
We are glad to hear from those who have seen
him that General Allen is fit and welljagain.

i

CROMER,

Lord Chamberlain.
We learn from Dinard that Bde.General

E. H. Finch Hatton is to be seen, almost daily,

on the links, and that he is a " probable
starter " for the Paget Cup in October next.
Many of our readers who were at the
Depot between 1907 and 1910, will be sorry
to hear of the death last month of Br.General
F. D. Tumley, late of the Middlesex Regiment,
sometime commanding the 10th Regimental
District and a very firm friend of the Buffs.
We are sorry to hear that Colonel R. S. H.
Moody, who is still at Windsor Castle, has
been having a bout oiFibrositis—an unpleasant
variety of rheumatism. We wish him a
speedy recovery.
We congratulate the Regimental Golfing
Society on their win at Rye. The great
feature of the match was the unexpected
appearance on the links of Col. C. P. Lloyd,
who arrived at Rye from abroad without
knowing that the Regimental Society was
playing there. The Buffs taking part in the
match were also unaware of Col. Lloyd's
presence in Rye. Whilst the game was in
progress, Colonel Lloyd appeared on the links
and the shouts of delight which greeted his
appearance must have startled the inhabitants
of Rye, if not Hastings !
We are very glad to hear that Colonel
Lloyd, though he said his Medical Advisers
had only given him a " ticket of leave,"
appeared to have quite recovered from his
recent illness.
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The Director of the Historical Section is
very pleased with the letter sent to us by
SergeantMajor Tong, relating to the " Un
recorded counterattack" mentioned in our
last number. Although it does not actually
confirm General Edmund's theory about the
Buffs having actually been in St. Julien (S. M.
Tong only claims to have been near the
village), it makes it clear that the Buffs were
at any rate doing something to clear up the
situation and that,at that point, nobody else was.
Mrs. Goff has been down at Highcliffe for
Christmas; we are interested to hear that
Mr. Boorman (late of the 2nd Battalion) and
his wife are still with her.
Colonel H. Findlay has been shooting with
Lieut.Colonel L. C. E. Knight at Alton.
Birds were plentiful and thanks to the
coaching with clay pigeons given by the Depot
Officers, Colonel Findlay's shooting was not
so disgraceful as usual.
Lieut.Colonel H. F. Sparrow has recently
returned from Biarritz, where he met Captain
Eric French.
Major E. G., Mrs. and Master Gould have
also been staying at Biarritz.
Major J. V. R. Jackson and Captain N. D.
Rice have been elected members of the Band
of Brothers.
Several Buffs were seen at the Tickham
Hunt Ball held at Faversham on the 18th
ultimo; these included amongst others:—
Captain H. de R. Morgan and Mrs. Morgan,
Captain N. D. Rice and Mr. T. H. Spear.
Captain Harry J ackson (whose recent
marriage was chronicled in these columns) is
in London until the 21st January, when he
and Mrs. J ackson sail for Kenya.
Captain W. T. Johnston, M.C., who we
are glad to hear is very fit, has recently moved
to 4 Alfriston Road, Clapham, S.W. 11.
We are pleased to learn that Lieut. D. S.
Lister has recovered from his attack of chicken
pox and has rejoined the 2nd Battalion. He
sails for Denmark on J anuary 5th as Captain
of a Combined Army and Air Force Boxing
team, which is taking part in a number of
Amateur Contests in Denmark and Sweden.
Flying Officer P. G. Chichester, who put up
such a splendid fight against Lister at Canter
bury last month, is reserve to him in the
Heavyweight class for this trip.

Good Wishes.
The following message has been received from Mrs.
J. B. Backhouse :—
" Am so sorry to have been too late to wish the
dear old Regiment a happy Christmas, but I now
wish the officers, Past and Present and all ranks of The
Buffs happiness, prosperity and everything that makes
life worth having in 1926."
Good wishes have also been received from Mr.
W. H. Clarke (late 20 years Sergeant) and Mr. W.
Elvey.

Stations of " The Holland Regiment"
in 1670.
From an old document in the State Paper Office, quoted
by W. H. Davenport Adams, in his book " Famous
Regiments of the British Army—Their Origin and
Services," published in 1868.
*

*

*

*

COMPANIES.
STATIONS.
1. Colonel Sir Walter Vane's
Windsor Castle
2. Captain Sir Thomas Woodcock's...Windsor Castle
3. Eieut.Colonel Sir Thomas Howard's
Plymouth
4. Major Sir Thomas Ogle's
Plymouth
5. Captain Henry Pomeroy's
Plymouth
6. Captain Sir Herbert Eandsford's
Berwick
7. Captain Baptist Alcock's
Berwick
8. Captain Henry Sidney's
Carlisle
9. Captain William Manby's
Jersey
10. Captain William Crownley's...Carlisle (but ordered
to Berwick).

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH.
Foad.—723424 L/Cpl. C. Foad, 2nd Battalion, a
daughter, Grace Nellie, born at Deal, 5/9/25.
MARRIAGE.
Jackson—Dowding.—The marriage took place on
December 1st, at Holy Trinity, Brompton Road,
of Captain Harry Jackson, late The Buffs, youngest
son of the late Walter and Mrs. Jackson, and
Dorothy, widow of Major Herbert Dowding, Royal
Marines, and youngest daughter of Sir Thomas
and Eady Putnam. Prebendary Gough officiated.

The Buffs Cottage Homes.
L~\NE of the above cottages, having become
vacant, any exBuff of good character,
desirous of being considered for this vacancy,
should apply forthwith to The Secretary,
Past and Present Association, The Depot,
Canterbury, for consideration of the Committee.
The accommodation available is limited,
and only suitable for a small family. It is
essential that the occupant .should have
sufficient means of maintenance and be in
a position to furnish the cottage. In applying,
full particulars should be sent of record
of service, number of children and ages, also
age of wife.
It should be noted that normally,
preference will be given to disabled men. The
cottages are situated near Broadstairs.
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Past and Present Association.

HE 52nd Meeting of the Executive Committee of
The Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
held at The Depot, Canterbury, on Sunday, 20th
December, 1925, at 11 a.m.
Present:—MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge,
K.C.B. (in the Chair) ; Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.,
H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary) ; Majors F. W. Tom
linson, H. S. Hardy, M.B.E., M.C., J. V. R. Jackson
(Commanding The Depot) ; Captain N. D. Rice
(representing 2nd Battalion).
FINANCE.—A report having been received
from the Manager, Messrs. Eloyds Bank, Etd., to the
effect that a Deposit Account was opened in 1919 in
the name of The Buffs' Officers' Families' Widows and
Orphans Fund, believed to be by some representative
of the 2nd Battalion, it was decided that this letter
should be passed to the 2nd Battalion with a view to
them dealing.with the matter.
PENSIONS.—In view of the new Widow's
Pension about to be introduced by the Government,
it was decided that in the case of any widows at present
receiving pensions from The Buffs' Benevolent Fund,
if qualified to receive the new Government Pension,
should for the time being be deprived of the pension
formerly granted by the Benevolent Fund. Permission
however, to be given for reconsideration of this
procedure at a later date.
PENSION (TEMPORARY).—With reference to the
appeal for a temporary pension from Mrs.
widow
of the late Sergeant
it was decided that a pension,
subject to reconsideration of 5/ per week should be
granted to this lady.
SUBSCRIPTION.—With reference to the appeal
for subscriptions from The Royal Soldiers' Daughters'
Home; in view of the fact that this is already
subscribed to by one battalion, the Committee were
unable to see their way to vote a further subscription.
SUBSCRIPTIONS—PAYMENT OF.—With refer
ence to the suggestion that the Past and Present
Association Office should take over the payment of
Battalion Subscriptions to Charities; it was decided
after perusal of the War Office Regulations in
connection with Regimental Charitable Funds, that
this was not feasible. The Secretary was instructed
to notify the Battalions accordingly, and at the same
time request them to be so good as to notify him of
any changes in their Annual Subscriptions list.
COMMITTEE MEETING.—It was decided that
the Meeting in London, on Thursday, 7th January,
should take place at 12 noon and that the Secretary
should draft a letter for the signature of the Chairman
addressed to the Secretary of The Naval and Military
Club, asking if a room could be provided for this
Meeting.
BADGES.—It was decided to introduce a
special Life Members' Badge, the pattern submitted
by Messrs. Gaunts being generally approved. It was
further decided to delay placing the actual order for
those badges, pending the receipt from Mr. Graily
Hewitt of his sketch for the new Dragon cover, with
a view to deciding definitely on the actual pattern of
dragon to use for the new Life Members' Badge.
DRAGON CLUB DINNER.—The Secretary was
instructed to endeavour to arrange for this dinner to
be held on Wednesday, June 16th, at The Trocadero
Restaurant.
CLUBROOM, LONDON.—With reference to
the suggestion that a Club Room should be opened
in London, it was decided after discussion that the
proposal should not be proceeded with.

AREA REPRESENTATIVES.—The Secretary was
instructed to write to certain exBuffs asking them
whether they would undertake the duties of Area
Representative for London, and if so, whether they
would give one night a month to attend the Union
J ack Club to hear appeals from men of the Association.
It was decided that the following should be
communicated with .—Captain S. B. Donald, Captain
Linwood, Captain J. E. Enright, Captain J. F.
Whitacre Allen.
MARKET GARDENS.—WTith reference to the
proposal to establish Market Gardens adjacent to
Canterbury, for the employment of exBuffs, the
Secretary was instructed to ask Colonel R. S. I. Friend
and Major B. S. Collard to be members of a sub
Committee to carefully consider the proposal from all
aspects and make such enquiries as they might think
advisable as regards the feasibility of establishing such
an Institution on Government Land, and to report in
due course to the Committee the result of their
deliberations.
REGIMENTAL
CRICKET
WEEK.
With
reference to the proposal that Battalions should be
invited to bear the expenses of a Regimental Cricket
Week at Canterbury, it was decided that this should
not be proceeded with, but that the Officer Com
manding the Depot should, if he thinks fit, next year
submit details of the expenditure incurred in
connection with the Past and Present Cricket Match,
with a view to the Committee deciding whether part
or all of this expenditure should be met from the funds
of the Association.
DISBURSEMENTS.
The following grants and loans have been made
for the period 18/11/25 to 18/12/25 :—
1925.
Nov. 19. Grant
20. Grant
20. Grant
21. Grant
23. Grant
23. Grant
23. Grant
23. Grant
23. Loan
27. Grant
23. Grant
30. Grant
Dec. 1. Grant
2. Grant
4. Grant
7. Grant
7. Loan
7. Grant
9. Grant
10. Grant
10. Grant
11. Grant
12. Grant
12. Grant
12. Grant
14. Grant
14. Grant
14. Grant
15. Grant
15. Grant
15. Grant

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

DONATIONS.
Received for the period 18/11/25 to 18/12/25
Mrs. Reeves
Mr. Bailer
Mrs. R. Webster ...
Major Gould
Major Booth
Major Archer Houblon
Colonel R. S. I. Friend
Mr. J. Smith
Captain S. B. Donald
Mr. W. Elvey

£ s. d.
2
2
2
2
2

0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

2

0

1 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
0 0
0 0
0
0
1 0 0

0.

0 10 0
1 10

0

5 0 0

0
0
0
1 0 0
0
_ 0
0 10
1 0
3 0
2

0

.

2 0 0
1 10 0

10 0
0 10

0

£ s. d.

0

2

6

2 0

0
0
1 0
0 0
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Matters of Interest.
BATTLE HONOURS AWARDED FOR THE GREAT WAR,
AMENDMENT.
1. His Majesty the King has been graciously
pleased to approve of the selection by The Buffs (Bast
Kent Regiment) of " Aisne, 1914 " as a Colour Honour
in place of " Armentieres, 1914."
2. The following amendment will be made to the
pamphlet issued with Army Order 55 of 1925 :—
Page 28. The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).
For "Aisne, 1914" substitute " Aisne, 1914."
For " Armentieres, 1914 " substitute " Armen
tieres, 1914."
WEST AFRICAN REGIMENT.
The King has been pleased to approve of the
appointment of Colonel His Royal Highness The Prince
of Walesand Duke of Cornwall, K.G., K.T., G.C.S.I.,
G.C.M.G., G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O., G.B.E., M.C., as Colonel
inChief of the West African Regiment.
STAFF COLLEGE NOMINATIONS.
It is stated in an Army Order that officers who are
on the Indian Establishment of both the British and
Indian Services at the date of the Staff College
Entrance Examination, and who qualify but fail to
obtain nomination to Camberley, will be eligible for
nomination to Quetta. Officers on the Indian
Establishment competing for Camberley will not, there
fore, be required to state on their application forms
that they are desirous of being considered for a
nomination to the Staff College at Quetta in the event
of their failing to gain a vacancy at Camberley.
SIGNAL PAY,
It is provided by an amendment to the Army Pay
Warrant that officers appointed, Seconded or attached
for duty to the Royal Corps of Signals, in order to be
eligible for signal pay, must have qualified at the
examination held at the conclusion of the Royal
Corps of Signals Qualifying Course at the Signal
Training Centre. This requirement does not apply
to those officers who were appointed, seconded or
attached before 1st December, 1925, provided they
have qualified in the examination for Associate Member
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers ; nor does
it apply to officers eligible to draw signal pay under
the conditions laid down in Articles 387389 of the
Pay Warrant.
BOYS FOR THE ARMY.
The result of the last competitive examination for
boys between the ages of 14 and 15 for training as
apprentice tradesmen in the Army shows no diminution
of interest in these facilities for boys' careers. 381
competed, and, while the Southern Counties supplied*
the larger number, most parts of the country were
represented. Of this number, 206 satisfied the
examiners that their education had reached such a
standard as would enable them to avail themselves
advantageously of the instruction given at the Army
technical training schools.
The Examiners report that some of the papers
submitted by successful candidates were excellent,
and that in the General Knowledge paper there was
an improvement on the standard reached at the
previous examination. In many cases, however,
spelling was weak ; while in arithmetic, the results
varied considerably, some candidates presenting credit
able papers while others through want of method in
arrangement of work, paid the penalty in inaccurate
results.

The successful candidates will spend three years in
training in a variety of trades with a view to their
afterwards serving as Army tradesmen. The next
examination will be held in March, 1926. The
syllabus, copies of the papers set up at the last
examination, and forms of application may be obtained
from any Recruiting Office.
ROYAL ARTILLERY.
Rank of Driver Abolished.
It has been decided that after the end of this year
no one joining the Royal Regiment of Artillery will
be enlisted in the rank of driver.
All men enlisting
after that date will enlist in the rank of gunner (except
in any case in which enlistment in a higher rank may
be permitted), and will be liable, as may be required,
to perform the duties now usually performed by
drivers. This decision does not affect any soldier
who may be serving on 31st December, 1925, during
the term of the engagement on which he is at that date
serving.
ARMY OFFICERS AND THE AIR FORCE.
Conditions of Secondment.
An Army Council Instruction states that officers
already holding permanent commissions in the Regular
Army on 30th September, '1925, who are seconded for
duty with the Royal Air Force on or after 1st October,
1925, will receive pay at the Royal Air Force rates in force
prior to that date. The ratesin question are: Flying Officer,
standard rate, £1 3s. 0d., current rate, £\ Is. 8d. ;
Flying Officer, after two years in the substantive rank,
£\ 5s. Od. and £1 3s. Od. respectively; Flight Lieu
tenant, £\ 9s. Od. and £1 7s. 4d. respectively. If,
however, any such officer is appointed to a permanent
commission in the Royal Air Force, he will be eligible
only for the new Royal Air Force rates of pay and
half pay from the date he is appointed to a permanent
commission.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.
Band Uniforms.
Walkingout dress, consisting of tunic or frock
trousers or trews, and forage or glengarry cap, may
now be worn by Territorial Army Bands, when ful
filling musical engagements, provided no cost to Army
funds is concurred. Highland bands, where the unit
is authorised to wear the kilt, are allowed to have kilt,
plaid, sporran and white gaiters. The Army Order
which makes these changes in the Territorial Army,
Regulations further provides that the expense thereby
involved is to be met from regimental funds or from
surplus County Association funds. Walkingout dress
may, however, not be worn when bands are parading
with troops or except when fulfilling musical engage
ments.
TERRITORIAL ARMY BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS.
It is announced that the Prince of Wales has been
pleased to give his patronage to the Territorial Army
Boxing Championships which will be held at the
Stadium Club, Holborn, on March 4th and 5th. This
is the first time that these Championships will have
been held in London instead of in the Provinces. This
fact alone points to increased popularity in these
events ; but another indication of the growing favour
is the inclusion for the first time of an officers' class.
This class will consist of Light Heavy, Welter, Light and
Bantam Weights. Further details will be issued in
due course.
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Other Regiments.
No XII.

The Suffolk Regiment.
(Formerly the 12th Foot).
This device was first
adopted as the Arms
BATTLE HONOURS.
of Gibraltar in 1462, by order of King Henry IV.
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—The Castle and
of Castile, who had recaptured the place from the
Key, superscribed " Gibraltar, 1779—1783," with
King of Granada. The Castle is an allusion to the
the motto " Montis Insignia Calpe." " Dettingen,"
defensive strength of Gibraltar, and the Key, of course,
" Minden," " Seringapatam," " India," " South
refers to its importance as " The Key of the Mediter
Africa, 185123," " New Zealand," " Afghanistan,
tanean."
187980," " South Africa, 18991902."
Like The Buffs, the 12th were in the thick of the
fighting at the Battle of Dettingen. James Wolfe, the
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Le Cateau," " Neuve
future conqueror of Canada, had his baptism of fire
Chapelle," " Ypres, 1915, '17, '18," " Somme, 1916,
that day as a subaltern in the 12th. So also did his
'18," "Arras, 1917, '18," " Cambrai, 1917, '18,"
" Hindenburg
Line,"
" Landing at
Suvla," brother, Edward Wolfe, who wrote : " Our Regiment
has got a great deal of honour, for we were in the
" Macedonia, 191518," " Gaza."
middle of the first line, and in the greatest danger."
*
*
*
*
" The Old Dozen " also took part in the Battle of
The Suffolk Regiment traces its ancestry back to
Minden, when six British infantry regiments, after
one of the many Independent Companies of English
repulsing the charges of the French cavalry, and
Foot, raised after the Restoration, for Garrison duty at
putting them to rout, turned their attention to the
Windsor, under the command of Henry Howard,
enemy's infantry, and drove them flying from the field.
seventh Duke of Norfolk, Governor and Constable of
In memory of Minden, the Suffolks, like other regi
Windsor Castle, and afterwards Earl Marshal of Eng
ments present at the battle, always wear roses in their
land.
caps on August 1st each year.
In 1670 the garrison of the Castle was increased by
When the Great War commenced the 1st Suffolks
the addition of two companies of The Buffs, and six
were in Khartoum, but came back to England in
years later each of these companies (i.e., The Indepen
December, 1914, and went to France as part of the 28th
dents and The Buffs), sent detachments to fight in
Division, along with the 2nd Buffs. The 1st Suffolks
Virginia—the first of many occasions on which The
showed great tenacity in hanging on to their position
Buffs and The Suffolks have fought side by side.
during the 2nd Battle of Ypres, when gas was still a
great and aweinspiring novelty, and antigas appliances
In 1685, at the time of the Monmouth Rebellion,
were yet to be invented—a wet rag stuffed in the mouth
the Duke of Norfolk was ordered to increase his In
being the only form of respirator at that time. After
dependent Company to the strength of a full regiment;
Loos the Battalion left France for Salonica, and re
the corps thus raised afterwards became the 12th of
mained there until the end of the War.
the Line, or " East Suffolk Regiment." The title of
"East Suffolk " was conferred 31st August, 1782.
The 2nd Suffolks landed in France in August, 1914,
and stayed on the Western Front throughout the War,
At the present time, the 1st Battalion Suffolk
being present at Mons, Le Cateau, Delville Wood, and
Regiment is stationed at Gibraltar, along with the 1st
many other engagements.
Battalion The Buffs. In the near future, the 1st
The 7th Suffolks (in the 12th Division, along with
Suffolks will return to England, and their place in the
the 6th Buffs) and the 8th Suffolks (in the 18th Division,
Gibraltar Garrison will be taken by their own 2nd
with the 8th Buffs) were prominent in the First Battle
Battalion. There is an especial fitness in the " Rock "
of the Somme.
being guarded by the Suffolks, for the Regiment served
with distinction throughout the four years siege, when
Another Suffolk battalion—the 15th, composed of
the combined Armies and Fleets of France and Spain
dismounted yeomen of the Loyal Suffolk Hussars 
unsuccessfully endeavoured to wrest the fortress from
was brigaded with the 10th (Yeomanry) Battalion
of The Buffs in the 230th Infantry Brigade of the 74th
Britain's grasp.
Division—" Allenby's Harriers," who fought with
The Badge of the Regiment—the Castle and Key,
distinction in Egypt, Palestine, and Syria, and finally
with the Motto " Montis Insignia Calpe " (Arms of the
came over in the last year of the War to win fresh laurels
Rock of Calpe) were granted as a reward for services
in France and Belgium.
during the siege.
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Prior to 1914 the Suffolks had 9 Battle Honours.

AS a result of the war services of the Regiment's 22

battalions, 73 new names were added to the list. The
Regiment can also claim two V.C. heroes—Sgt. Saunders
of the 9th Battalion, a machine gun hero of Loos, and
Cpl. Day, who led a particularly gallant attack by the
bombers of the 11th Battalion at Hargicourt in 1917.
Mention should also be made of the excellent shooting
record of the 1st Suffolks. This battalion of marks
men has won a remarkable array of shooting prizes
during the past three years, including the Queen Victoria
Trophy, for Infantry in India, (twice), the King George
Cup (twice), The Royal Irish Cup (open to all Infantry
Battalions abroad), " The First Army Cup " (for
Infantry Battalions in India, 1922 and 1923), and the
" 18th Hussars " Cup (for Cavalry and Infantry in
India, 1923). In addition, "C" Company of the 1st
Suffolks has twice won the Army Rifle Association's
" Company Shield " for the best shooting company of
Infantry serving abroad, and three other companies
from the Battalion have been " placed " in the same
competition. It is doubtful if any other battalion
has held so many musketry trophies at one time, in
postwar days at any rate.
R. MAURICE HILL.

To The Regimental Flag.
(The Regimental Flag, The Dragon, is flown daily at the
Depot).

S

HAKE out the folds of Buff and Blue,
Unroll the years with thee we spent,
Show us again Ambition's goal,
How far our hard achievement went.
Again we tramp with eager hearts,
Seeking the joy adventure yields,
O'er many wellremembered lands,
The pleasant vales, the warscarred fields.
The Himalaya's majesty
Of range on range of rugged might,
The everlasting snowcapped peak,
The deep ravine, the wooded height.
And mystic India's sundrenched plains
With floreated splendour rare,
The wondrous wealth of gold and spice,
The forest deep the city fair.
The daylong march o'er rolling veldt,
The hangingon dogged and grim ;
Exhaustion's strange, yet pleasant spell,
The tingling nerve, the aching limb.
The hopes that in the future lived
Arrayed in rosytin ted hues,
Envisaged now as pleasant dreams
The reason mocks, the heart pursues.
And if the goal was won or lost,
We reckon nought the praise or blame
If those we love give credit that
We kept the rules, we played the game.
And when the Great Commander bids
That we pass on the higher quest,
Dip ye, O Flag, for one brief hour,
And we shall know thou rememberest.

H.

On Keeping a Diary.
By E.C.F.
rpHIS being the season when maidenaunts give as
_L presents little leathercovered diaries—presum
ably because they are cheap—a few words on the
danger of keeping a diary may not be out of place.
For a diary is not merely a diary, a book in which one
writes the happenings of the year ; it is a source of
danger. If you are a regular diarist, and gifted with
but a spark of imagination, or cursed with the literary
temperament, you cannot help your personality
creeping into your prose. You will delight in thumb
nail sketches, caustic comment, and the creation of
a dramatic atmosphere ; your diary will become a
record which at all cost must be kept from those with
whom you are in contact. At once it* will become a
burden and a bugbear. No murderer attempting to
dispose of the body could be more exercised in his mind
than the diarist endeavouring to find a hidingplace
for his little volume. Heavens, if Maria should set
eyes upon that passage—William see the criticism of
his conduct ! Lock it away in a drawer, hide it in an
attic, bury it in the garden; that incriminating book
is on your conscience day and night. Destroy it ?
Impossible ! It is your literary firstborn.
Deposit
it with your deeds at the Bank ? Lost would be the
guilty pleasure of reading and rereading certain
poignant passages; trembling whilst you chuckle,
lest some intruder coming suddenly upon you should
demand the reason of your mirth.
Dire are the consequences of keeping a diary. You
will come to regard your friends and acquaintances
in much the same light as a naturalist regards his
specimens. You will watch closely for a hint of
idiosyncracy—matter to provide yet another portrait
—listen to their conversation, eagerly sifting the wheat
from the chaff—copy for your diary. Subtly you will
attempt to work up dramatic incidents, and find your
self prey to annoyance if your friends do not rise to
the bait. You will live for your diary, and in course
of time live in your diary. Life to you will become
bound between the leather covers, and its happenings
judged by the standards of pen and ink.
Then, since it is in the nature of things that a secret
seldom dies with its possessor, when you are old
and the drawers of your desk packed with diaries,
you will begin to arrange them for publication after
your death. And, since the world loves other people's
business better than its own, a publisher will probably
be found, and your unfortunate friends pilloried when
it is no longer possible to obtain satisfaction. All
their little peccadilloes, long forgotten—conversations
which took place in the sanctuary of the home—
opinions shed of the wisdom which comes with years;
all are brought into the glare of publicity, because a
meddling busybody has kept a diary. That the diarist
is damned eternally admits of little doubt, since his
" damnation " commences with his death !
I have painted a terrible picture, but personally
I do not fear the diarist—I am too small fry for his
pages—besides, whom amongst my friends ever gets
beyond the first
week in January ? February,
I believe, is an insuperable barrier, and March the
pinnacle of attainment, hid amidst the clouds. Thank
Heaven, the middleclass diarist, like the Dodo, is
extinct!

Change of Address :—
B. and W. FISKMOORE,
Pictures and Framing Department,
4 St. George's Gate, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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OUT
THE
This is the time of resolutions and it
NEW YEAR, behoves us all to exert great strength
to maintain for a week or so at least
the will to do better. But I forget; I am not writing
my weekly article for " Fireside Musings." I speak
here to readers of sterner mould and such exhortations
are superfluous, To my good wishes to all Buffs for
1926 let me add my resolve (this concerns the Editor
more than anyone else, save perhaps, Messrs. Gibbs
and Sons) to send my article in nearer the statutory
14th of the month.
*

*

*

*

MoTTo FOR " Eheu Fugaces." I never could trans
THE MONTH, late this to the satisfaction of my
schoolmasters, but a free rendering of
it might be "another year towards the oldage
pension."
*

*

*

*

RUDYARD As I write the newspapers tell me
that this distinguished author is
KIPLING.
recovering from his serious illness.
There must be many readers of The Dragon who wish
him a speedy restoration 'to complete health if only
out of gratitude for the many happy hours he has
given us. The highbrows, poor things, will never
admit Kipling's hold on the imagination of the English
people. They will only remember that the " Little
Englanders" of the beginning of the century could
not tolerate his imperialism. Locarno and latterday
pacifism, however, do not seem to interfere with the
sale of his books.
Not long ago, someone asked Kipling when he was
going to publish another book. He smiled as
he replied " Oh, my books are only just beginning
to be uptodate." Kipling lives, as most people now
realise, a quiet, almost hermitlike existence at his
beautiful home in Burwash, Sussex. Perhaps one
day he will give us a book inspired by the deep know
ledge he must have gained of the English countryside.
Those who know "Puck of Pook's Hill" and
" Rewards and Fairies" know that life in Barracks
and in outlandish places in the Empire represent but
a tithe of his powers.
*

*

*

*

MACEDONIAN Reading the other day an account in
WOLVES.
the papers of an attack by wolves on
a train near Monastir, reminds me of
an encounter with wild animals of another sort in that
country. In August, 1917, the 2nd Battalion was
located in the Sal Grec Avance Sector of the Salonika
Front. We were ordered to carry out a raid on Bulgar
outposts in the valley below one night. Our way lay
across the Salonika, Constantinople Railway. Just
at dawn, when operations began, the two platoons,
with which I was acting as "Supports" to the raid,
were moving up to the railway line. In the dim light,
Sergeant Upson, whom many will remember, pointed
out to me what looked very like crawling human figures
in the deep grass ahead. Stealthily we stalked " the
enemy " only to discover that the " Bulgars " were
wild boars, disturbed by the distant firing. We were
not able to get very near to them, nor did the situation
permit of any attack on them. Our " game" lay
further ahead. Later in the day when we were

returning to our mountain camp, we saw grim evidence
of the attentions which these beasts paid to the
Bulgars. Near the river bank we found a Bulgar
boot in which was a half eaten leg. I may be wrong
in attributing carnivorous tendencies to the hoar
—I believe he prefers rooting like his domesticated
brother the homely pig—but we drew the inference
that it was his handiwork.
*

*

*

*

AT THE
THEATRE.

Christmas fare is the theatrical order
of the day, but there are other plays
at some of the theatres.
I wrote last month of "No. 17 " the thriller at
Wyndham's. The other night I saw another such
show. "The Ghost Train" at St. Martin's Theatre
is excellent fun and lively with thrills. Incidentally,
as is usual at this theatre, the " noises off
are
marvellously well contrived. I thoroughly recommend
all who can to see this play.
*

*

*

*

The ChauveSouris at the Strand Theatre continues
to delight full houses. It is difficult to describe the
entertainment which is utterly unlike anything English
audiences are accustomed to see. If you can imagine
a revue lifted out of the ruck of such shows and liberally
sprinkled with Russian folk songs, dancing and
humour, you might get somewhere near it. Not the
least entertaining feature is the part played by Balisff,
the producer who announces each item in Russo
English .of the weirdest and most joyous nature.
I was anxious to see what kind of play # Tess of
the D'urbervilles" would make. It was difficult to
imagine how a long book which covers a good many
years of life would compress into the three of four acts.
The result was really wonderful, for although it
cannot be described as a great play—what dramatised
version of a book ever was ?—it is intensely interesting
and moving. The acting of Miss FrancgonDavies
and Mr. Ion Swinley and the production are very fine
indeed, although the Tess of one's imagination is
undoubtedly a more robust girl.
*

#

*

*

CHANCE
REMARKS,

I beard a discussion the other night
about the possibilities of making a book
out of fragments of conversation heard
in trains and in the street and elsewhere. It certainly
sounds promising. An example of such a remark was
given. At the Albert Hall, during a very heavy
Wagner concert the following was heard during a lull
in the music.
'
" Well, we always find that its much better to cook
it with lard."
A Revival at Fordwich.
At Fordwich, the ancient port of Canterbury, the
first church parade since 1884 took place on Sunday,
13th December, at the parish church of St. Mary the
Virgin. The Mayorelect (Mr. A. J. Wilmore) was
attended by the macebearer (Mr. Ralph Brown), the
ancient mace having been brought for the occasion
from the Beaney Institute, Canterbury, where it is
kept The service was attended by various public
bodies and exService men. The first
mayor of
Fordwich was John Maynard, who occupied the chair
in 1292.
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Effects.

Fifty Years Ago.

IST of the names of deceased Officers, Soldiers
and Airmen whose personal estate is held for
distribution amongst the NextofKin or others
entitled.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as NextofKin should be addressed by letter
to " The Under Secretary of State, War Office, Caxton
House, Tothill Street, London, S.W. 1, and marked
outside " Effects."
£ s. d.
Cpl. F. E. Dyer
East Kent Regiment
1 14 4
Sgt. G. Gardener
,,
,,
,,
...
9 10 0
Pte. J. Harrison
m
,,
,,
...
3 12 6
Pte. W. Hicks
... 11 0 0
Pte. J. Hinkley
„
„
„
...
2 4 0
Pte. T. Shead
...
o 8 0
Pte. J. W. Wells
15 6
Pte. W. White
"
"
!.'!
7 0 0
Pte. W. Winter
...
2 0 0
Pte. F. Edinburgh
„
„
„
...
1 5 5

COMPILED FROM " THE YORKSHIRE POST AND LEEDS
INTELLIGENCER."
Amusing application for a suit of clothes.
UCH amusement was caused at a meeting of the
Nenagh Board of Guardians by the reading of
the following letter written by a discharged soldier of
the 3rd Buffs, named Daniel Lamb, an inmate of the
workhouse :—
To the Honourable and Humane Board of Guardians,
Nenagh Union :
Gentlemen, in most gratefully thanking the Board
in general, including all officers, concerned in effecting
my recovery in so brief a period, being now in robust
health, the busy time of mowing and reaping vibrates
through my whole system with eagerness to resume
my former duties. My dilapidated habilments are
deposited in the wardrobe or clothing department, and
as to purge or purify them, I defy the proceeds
of Mount Etna or Vesuvius to accomplish it.
(Laughter).
Gentlemen, if destined to be reharnessed in the
old yoke, when I reach Barrack Street I will find myself
under the auspices of Mr. Minchin (the governor of the
county gaol) for scaring the public. Not only the
cows, but man and horse will shy at me ; and if I enter
a dwelling unperceived, I will be left in quiet and
peaceable possession of the whole domicile. Some
say I am Don Quixote, others say I am " Rory of the
Hills " (oh, oh), but those who know me say I am the
innocent, forlorn, shorn and stray Lamb (much
laughter).
Gentlemen, as you never hesitate to grant an order
for a wooden suit, I pray you may apply the expense
of the coffin, shroud, etc., to a more pliable suit while
yet in the flesh. (Hear, hear, and laughter). Gentle
men, my latest performance in the outer world in the
suit I had at your request three years ago, was carrying
manure in a hamper on my back from the base to the
summit of a barren mountain, where no other beast
of burden could travel with safety, which rendered
my clothes useless. They would not adhere to my
former position when adjusted to my person—either
I fell out, or they fell off. (Laughter).
Gentlemen, a „suit left by the faithful departed
would be acceptable, as anything fits a naked man.
Gentlemen, most respectfully, and with profound
humility, I beg to remain your ever faithful and
obedient servant,
DANIEL LAMB.
The poetical applicant was admitted to the Board
Room, and in reply to questions, said he had served
over fifteen years in the Army, had been through the
Indian Mutiny and the Crimean War, and because of
heart disease he had been discharged the service on
6d. a day for twelve months. A full suit of new clothes
was unanimously ordered for the poetical lamb.
(From The Yorkshire Weekly Post, 29th August, 1925.

L
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A King of Pike Fishers,

MPIRES may fall and thrones totter without
stirring any man who has ever dropped hook
and line into a placid British river as much as the
landing a few days ago of the biggest pike caught in
England for 14 years.
The monster was 4 feet long and weighed 34£ lbs.
A Walton angler, appropriately enough, was the man
who caught him, in that haunt of fine fish, Frensham
Pond, on the heathery Surrey moor to the north of
Hindhead.
A 37pounder was hooked in the Wye in 1911 by
Major W. H. Booth ; and a claim, which does not
appear to have been thoroughly substantiated, was
made that a big fellow hooked in a reservoir near
Loughborough in 1915 tipped the scale at half a pound
more. There is no doubt, however, about the 37
pounder, caught with snap tackle near Amersham on
September 4th, 1879 by Mr. A. J ardine, who a couple
of years previously had landed a 36pounder near
Maidstone.
*

*

*

*

More giant pike were caught in English waters by
Mr. J ardine, I suppose, than by any other two or three
of our anglers—a proud achievement when you
remember that our anglers are the best in the world.
As long ago as 1876 Mr. J ardine took a 21pounder in
the Prome, and among his subsequent catches were
a 21Jpounder from the Thames, a 20|pounder from
the Thames, both near Sonning ; a 22pounder from
the Frome, a 23pounder from Petworth, a 22Jpounder
from Chippenham, a 21Jpounder from Petworth,
a 22pounder from Petworth, and a wonderful run of
five monsters of 19 lbs. and over that he took near
Chippenham on January 19th, 1884.
That was probably the biggest catch of big fish that
i British angler has ever made in one day.
*

*

*

*

Ireland and Scotland leave our waters far behind
when it comes to really hairraising catches. In the
deep loughs and lochs and mountain tarns big pike
aren't pike—they are sharks ! Look at that fellow
caught by Mr. J ohn Garvin, in Lough Conn, on J uly
18th, 1920—53 lbs. ! Look at that Goliath of Scottish
pikedom whose great head adorns the walls of Ken
more Castle, in Galloway. Seventytwo pounds he
weighed, when they took him out of the foaming waters
of Loch Ken ! Ireland has yielded lots of pike of over
40 lbs.
D.B.

M

Past and Present Association.
The following are the names of those joining the
Association as Ordinary Members for the period
18/11/25 to 18/12/25 :
Captain S. B. Donald, 6282806 Pte. F. Batten, 6282811 Pte. E
Belcher, 2208513 Pte. P. Bell, 6282821 Pte. J: Cooper, 6282779 Pte.
F.Crook, 6282816 Pte. Curtis, 6282797 Pte: H. Davis, 6282812 Pte.
F. Davis, 6282807 Pte. G. Hardiman, 6282805 Pte. W. Hudd, 6653972
Pte. Jelley, 6282795 Pte. H. Moverly, 6282793 Pte. W. Parsons, 6282815
Pte. L Toombs, 6282817 L/c. A. Wilkinson, 6282796 L/c. C. Woolf,
6282803 Pte. Ward, 6282799 Pte. Wbitford, 6282809 Pte. Sippett,
6282813 Pte. F Morris.

THE DRAGON

9

Correspondence.

Sevres Road Cemetery, Kilo 71.

MACEDONIA.

(The following letter to Colonel Power and photo
graphs, will be of interest to many. Captain R. North
was Assistant Provost Marshall when the Is/ Battalion
was in Egypt).
" I have just returned from a visit to the parts of
Macedonia where I was with the 3rd Battalion of my
regiment in the war and write to send you these
photos which I took at the cemetery at Kilo 71, on the
Serres road, which is just south of the river Struma.
I thought they would be of interest to the Regiment.
One shows the cemetery itself, and the other is of the
graves of twelve of the 1st Battalion. The headstones

are blocks of concrete 18 inches high with a plaque
showing the soldier's name and Regiment on the top.
They are made like that, different to the usual
upright kind, as it was thought that owing to the
constant risk of battle and consequent artillery fire
in this unsettled country, that they might be destroyed
by shell fire, and also as this, and other cemeteries are
far from the supervisor's care, the refugees who have
many settlements there, would probably pull up the
other kind for hearth stones.
I hope the Regiment is settled down in Gibraltar
again after the rather strenuous time you had here."
Yours sincerely,

Buff Graves at Serres Road Cemetery.

ROGER NORTH.
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HOWARD'S BUFFS.
Dear Sir,
Without wishing in any way to criticize the
regimental Christmas card, may I point out that the
words " later designated the 3rd Foot or the Buffs,"
printed underneath the Private of Howard's regiment
(1743), are misleading. The print was, I understand,
a reproduction of an illustration in the J ournal of
Army Historical Research so that you cannot be held
blameworthy in any case.
The Holland Regiment became the Third Foot in
1689, and on the death of Prince George of Denmark
in 1708 was formerly styled the Buffs, as no doubt
it had been unofficially called for some time.
With two Howards in succession, father and son,
as colonel (from 1737 to 1763) it is not surprising that
the old custom persisted of calling a regiment by its
colonel's name and that we were during that period
known both as Howard's Regiment and Howard's
Buffs.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
94 Piccadilly,
F. W. TOMLINSON,
W. 1.
Major,
(late the Buffs).
BOXING.
(The following letter has been received by Captain
Rice from a member of The Welsh Amateur Boxing
A ssociation. Editor).
Dear Captain Rice,
Congratulations on the fine win over the South
Wales Borderers and especially on the doings of the
officers of whom you were one.
We consider that to beat one of our finest sporting
Welsh Regiments was a great feat and one of which
I am sure the Buffs are proud. Welsh soldiers are
born in a boxing atmosphere, and so start with an
advantage. The others join with me in expressing
all good wishes for further triumphs for our friends at
Portland and Canterbury.
Yours sincerely,
THE BUFFS' GOLFING SOCIETY.

W. NEALE.

Dear Sir,
May I correct rather an alarming printer's error
in the December article relating to the Buffs' Golfing
Society. It is stated that Mr. M. E. Creswick has
kindly presented his clubs as prizes. " His," I am
glad to say, should have read " Two," as were he to
surrender his complete bagful he would not be able
to help in our meetings and matcjies ; and this would
never do.
Yours; etc.,
HENRY H. C. BAIRD, Captain,
(We apologise. Editor).
Hon. Secretary.
50 YEARS A BUFF.
Dear Sir,
I enclose P.O. as my subscription for The Dragon,
1926, to which I wish you every success and a happy
Christmas and prosperous New Year to all.
120 Lansdown Road,
Yours truly,
Seven Kings,
F. J. ELLIOTT.
Ilford, Essex.
P.S.—Fifty years a Buff on 4th October, 1925.
DONATIONS.
Dear Sir,
Herein enclosed postal order for 10/, 8/ for The
Dragon for 1925; ; the other 2/ will you please
credit to the Benevolent Fund. Wishing all a merry
Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year,
I am, dear Sir,
Empire House,
Yours faithfully,
175 Piccadilly,
W. ELVEY.
London, W. 1.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Dear Sir,
Herewith subscription for year ending December,
1926. Both my wife and self look upon The Dragon
as the means of " soldiering on " although we are in
civies. It is good to keep in touch with the old Regi
ment and the arrival of The Dragon is eagerly looked
forward to this end of the line. Wishing the old
Regiment every success, I beg to remain,
" Cole Acre,"
Yours obediently,
Stolford,
H. J. MARCHANT,
Stogursey,
late 6278062.
Nr. Bridgwater, Somerset.
ANONYMOUS.
Dear Sir,
Have enclosed 2/ P.O. for " Plum Pudding Fund,"
a piece of " Duff " for the poor old " Buffs." With
best of wishes and a happy New Year from 2890
Dartford.
R.N.
NORTH OF THE TWEED.
Dear Sir,

Herewith enclosed postal order, valued 8/, my
usual subscription for the coming year's Dragon.
Kindly convey to all Buffs (young and old, in fact to
all interested in the welfare of our grand old Corps),
a merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New
Year.
At last, after 14 years up north here, I have had the
delightful pleasure of meeting an old Buff, Mr. John
Osborne, late Flautist and DrumMajor of the 1st
Battalion ; he is quite an old stager and left Singapore
in 1885 or there abouts for KnellerHall. He and
1 are in the same orchestra, and sit side by side each
other. I am pleased to state he is first rate as regard
to activity and health and one may guess the pleasure
it is to get the opportunity of a chat about old times
and good old days spent in the grand old Buffs after
fourteen years isolation up here (except for the monthly
issue of The Dragon) which candidly speaking has been
my only means of keeping in touch with the workings
and doings of my old Regiment. I have taken the
liberty of enclosing our last fortnight's programme at
the Theatre, perhaps if published, it may interest
the present serving Bandsmen.
2 Arklay Street,
I remain, Sir,
Dundee.
Yours respectfully,
A. ISARD, Oboeist.
Late Sergeant, 2nd Battalion The Buffs.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Journal of The Royal Army Service Corps."
" Royal Army Ordnance Corps Gazette."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Fighting Forces."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Sapper."
" The China Dragon."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" British Legion."
" Journal of The Queen's Own Royal Regiment."
The London Scottish Regimental J ournal.''
" The Green Howards Gazette."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" The Snapper."
" St George's Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Cambridge Bulletin."
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
QUFFICIENT
progress
has
O
now been made to enable
the final edition of the Society's
pamphlet containing rules, names,
addresses, golf clubs and handicaps
of members, fixtures, and winners at
previous autumn meetings, to go to
press, and it is hoped that all
members will receive a copy early
in the New Year.
In the meantime, it will no
doubt be of general interest to
know the names of those who have
joined
the Society : also
the
fixture list. Here is the list of the
fortyfive members, compiled on
the 21st December, 1925 :—
General The Rt. Hon. Sir A. Paget, P.C., G.C.B., K.C.V.O.
Ma jor Generals Sir A. Lynden Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., and Sir E G. T.
Bainbridge, K.C.B.
Brig.Gen. R. M. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O.
Colonels J. Body, D.S.O., H. Findlay, C.B.E., W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.,
J. Munn Mace, T.D., and J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O.
Lt.Colonels E B. Burns, F. Bradley Dyne, E. C. E Knight, D.S.O.,
E. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., and G. Mairis, D.S.O.
Majors E. Clarke, J. C. Crookenden, D.S.O., H. S. Hardy, M.B.E, M.C.,
J. V. R. Jackson, H. Paine, E. S. Reeves, the Hon. G. Scarlett,
E H. Smith and H. A. B. Ternan, D.S.O.
Captains H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O., D. V. Coote, B. E Hammond Davies,
M.C., A. G. Herbert, J. V. Hitchcock, G. F. Hamilton, M.C., G.
Jessel, M.C., W. C. Eamarque, N. Moss, M.C., H. de R. Morgan,
D.S.O., H. H. C. Morlev, Dampier Palmer, O.B.E, R. Tuke,
A. B. Thompson, M.B.E, J E B. Wilson and J. E Monins.
Messrs. R. J. H. Buttanshaw, W. C. Collins, M. Creswick, R. G. M.
Gay, A. H. Goodall, and J. E King.

It is as well to mention again this month that
membership of the Society is open to all officers
who are serving or have served in any battalion which
bears or has borne the title The Buffs, and that the
subscription for Life Membership is 10/, payable on
joining to the Hon. Secretary, Captain H. H. C. Baird,
D.S.O., Whitelocks, Kingstone, Nr. Canterbury.
When playing in the Society's meetings and matches,
members are asked to wear regimental colours, ties
being obtainable from the Hon. Secretary at the price
of 4s. 2d., post free.
FIXTURES FOR 1926.

The following are the fixtures so far provided for
1926. A question mark being placed against those
for which a definite date has yet to be named :—
Date.
Opponents.
Feb. 28.
...
... Shorncliffe Garrison.
Mar. 21
Hythe.
Mar. (?)
...
... Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
April 21.
...
... Royal St. George's, Sandwich.
April 22.
...
... Spring Meeting at Folkestone.
April 23.
...
... Folkestone.
May 8
Wrotham Heath.
May 19.
...
... Royal Ashdown Forest.
June (?)
...
... Came Down, Dorset.
June (?)
Royal Naval Base, Portland.
June 13.
...
... Eittlestone. .
Sept. 25.
...
... Knowle Park, Sevenoaks.
Sept. (?)
Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, Deal.
Oct. 5 &
6.
...
... Autumn Meeting at Sandwich.
Nov. 20.
Rye.
Not the 28th as given in The Dragon of last month.

It will be noticed from the above that it is
proposed to try and arrange for two days golf down
Portland way, Major Howard Smith of the 2nd
Battalion having very kindly offered to do what he
can in this respect.
THE SOCIETY

V.

RYE.

A most enjoyable day was spent at Rye on 19th
December when the Society in a match by singles and
foursomes beat Rye by 9 matches to 4, the full results
being given below.

The thanks of the Society are due to Colonel J.
Body for arranging this fixture, and also to Major F. b.
' Reeves, Secretary of the Rye Golf CM?

admirable arrangements made and for kindly ottering
to arrange a return match v. Rye in November

congratulations are also due to Major Reeves on the
excellence of the course over which great enthusiasm
was shewn by those participating. We were a
delighted to see Colonel " Fiddle " Lloyd who was present
to see the match, and we hope that he may be able to
participate at the Spring and Autumn Meetings ot
this year.
. ,
Once again the Society were most fortunate m tne
weather, the conditions being as ideal as they were in
the first fixture
at Folkestone in November, a good
augury for the future as was the handsome victory and
the great enjoyment that these fixtures
have
undoubtedly offered.
SINGLES.

The Society.
Col. W. H. Trevor (2 & 1) ... 1
Capt. W. C. Eamarque (3 & 2) 1
Lt.Col. E. B. Burns (2 & 1) ... 1
Major J. V. R. Jackson (4 & 2) 1
Capt. B. HammondDavies ... 0
Lt.Col.F.BradleyDyne (7 & 6) 1
Major F. S. Reeves
0
Maj.Gen.Sir A.Lynden Bell
(3 & 2)
1
Col. J. Body ...
...
...0
Capt. Dampier Palmer (4 & 3) 1

Rye.
A. S. Johnstone
...
P. E F. Skinner
E J Chippendale
C.H.Gray
...

H. P. C. Hare (2 & 1)
Capt. J. H. Pead
J. R. Pearson (3 & 1)
A.M.Lloyd

E. Machin (4 & 3)
...
Capt. E W. H. Brookfied

JJ



JJ
*
"
*
i



1

Johnstone & Skinner (4 & 2)
Chippendale &
(halved)
Hare and Pead (halved)
...
Pearson & I,loyd
Machin and Brookfield


1

...

FOURSOMES.
Trevor & Eamarque ....
Burns and Jackson (halved)
Davies & Reeves (halved)
Dvne & Bell (5 & 3)
Body and Palmer (3 & 1)

...
...
...

0
0
0
1
... 1

«

Total:—
The Buffs Golfing Society ...
Rye ...

Aeroplanes in Nigeria.
(Communicated).
rpHE event of last week (first week in November)
X was the arrival of three military aeroplanes at
Kano, the first aeroplanes to arrive in Nigeria. Their
stages were Cairo, Wady Haifa, Khartoum, El Obeid,
El Fasher, Abeshr (French), Fort Lamy (French),
Maiduguri, Kano. They flew
from Maiduguri to
Kano in
hours (the last time I trekked it, it took me
24 days) and arrived at Kano in perfect wildduck
formation.
An enormous crowd was assembled and the natives
bolted in terror. Then they returned and squatted
round the planes, gazing in astonishment and could
scarcely be driven away. They called the planes
" Mauzonin Annabi "—"Messengers of the Prophet."
The Emir of Katsina much enjoyed saying " I told
you so " to all who had disbelieved his stories of what
he had seen in England.
*

*

*

*

The new Governor (Graeme Thomson) arrives
tomorrow (13th November). He comes in on the
crest of the wave : revenue is leaping up ; new
railway schemes are on foot; and development will
go ahead unchecked—and the Nigerian native will
be asked to leap over a few more centuries.
*

*

*

*

I tremble even now to think what our fate might
have been : —(who doesn't wash) or that adverstising
mountebank—. At least we've got a sahib.
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Home Counties Area.
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
" Veteri Frondescit Honore."
" Blenheim," 4' Ramillies," " Oudenarde," " Malplaquet," " Dettingen," " Guadaloupe, 1759," " Douro," " Talavera," " Albuhera," " Vittoria,"
" Pyrenees,". " Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes," "Toulouse," "Peninsular," " Punniar," "Sevastopol," " Taku Forts," "South Africa, 1879,"
" Chitral," " Relief of Kimberley," " Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002."
The Great War—16 Battalions.—"Aisne, 1914," " Armentieres, 1914," "Ypres, 1915, '17," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg,"
" Bellewaarde," " Hooge, 1915," "Loos," "Somme, 1916,'18," " Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentih," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Flers
Courcelette," " Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights,''Ancre, 1916, '18," " Arras, '1917," " Scarpe, 1917," " Messines, 1917,"
" Pilckem," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Ouentin," " Avre," "Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," " Hindenburg Line,'' " Epehy,"
"St. Quentin Canal," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and Flanders, 191418," " Struma," "Doiran, 1918," " Macedonia, 191518," " Gaza,"
" Jerusalem," "Tell Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Aden," " Tigris, 1916," " Kut al Amara, 1917," " Baghdad," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Dragon," Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association of the Buffs, Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.

Regular and Militia Battalions.
1st Bn. (3rd Foot)
2nd ,,
,,
Depot

...
...

...
...

...

...

Uniform—Scarlet.
Gibraltar.
... Portland.
Canterbury.

Facings—Buff.
3rd Bn. (East Kent Mila.)
Rectord Office

Canterbury.

...

Hounslow.

Territorial Army Battalion, 4th Bn., Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of Canadian Militia.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
ColonelinChief
Colonel ...
Officer Commanding Depot

1st and 2nd Battalions
(Regular).
Lt.Colonels. (2)
2 Kennedv, J., C.M.G.,
D.S.O."
27/4/23
bt.col.
3/6/19
1 Power, R.E., D.S.O.
27/4/23
3/6/19
Majors. (8)
1 Lucas, L. W., D.S.O.,
M.C.
1/9/15
bt. It.col.
1/1/19
2 Smith, L. H. 1/9/15
1 Crookenden, J..
D.S.O.
'8/1/16
Lee, G., D.S.O.,M.C.,
w.i.
11/12/16
d. 2 Jackson, J. V. R.
18/1/17
Thewles, H. A.,
D.S.O., w.i. 15/2/17
bt. It.col.
3/6/18
Hart, N. S.,
a.m.
27/8/24
Scarlett, Hon. P. G.,
M.C.,p.s.c. s.1/11/24
3/6/17
Captains. (14)
2 Thomson, A. B.,
M.B.E.,p.s.c.27/4/15
2 Field, C.S., O.B.E.
10/5/15
s. Allen, J. F. W.,
M.C.,p.s.c. 29/5/15
2 Hamilton, G. F.,
M.C., Adjt. 29/5/15
Morgan, H. de R.,
D.S.O. (R.A.F.
Coll.)
4/8/15
d. 1 Stronge, H. C. T.,
D.S.O., M.C. [ZJ
16/9/15
1 Peareth,A. J. 7/10/15
Wilkins, D. A.,
M.B.E., Adjt. 1/11/15
2 Morley, H. C. C.
23/12/15
2 Howe, G. R. 30/12/15
1 Causton, L P., M.C.
10/3/16

...

His Majesty, Christian X., King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.
... Paget, Gen. Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur H., G.C.B., K.C.V.O., ret. pay [R] .
Jackson, Major J. V. R., The Buffs
s. Whitaker, F., M.C.
2/9/16
bt. maj.
1/1/23
2 Allen, E. H. 13/9/16
d. 2 Rice, N. D.
1/1/17
c.o. Haymen, E. W. P.
1/1/17
2 Backhouse, E. B.
3,/12/21
1 Watson, R. M. [Z]
(s.c.)
14/3/22
1 Essell, L M. S.
14/3/22
1 Tuke, R. J. 22/11/24
t. HammondDavies,
B.E., M.C. 22/11/24
Webster, R. W. M.,
w.i.
4/5/25
2 Sandilands, R. B.
M.C.
4/5/25
c.o. Stainforth, A.. G. C.,
M.C.
11/5/25
5. Keble, T. H. 11/5/25
1 Wood, C. J.,
M.C.
11/5/25
u. Griffith, W. B. 11/5/25
1 Wale, N. G. 11/5/25
2 Marshall, F. A. J. E,
D.S.O., M.B.E.,
M.C. [1]
17/9/25
1 Willows, J. R.21/9/25
Subalterns (34).
Lieutenants.
Reid. T. R. M.C.
1/7/17
d. Knight, C. R. B.
1/7/17
2 Hall, E. F., M.C.,
1/7/17
ra
a.m.Lloyd, C.
7/10/17
2 Turner, A. F. St. A.
19/1/18
c.o. Robertson, H. P. P.
19/1/18
1 Fox, P. R. H., M.C.
20/1/18

c.o. Barry, E.
7/2/18
2 Brown, G. C. M.,
M.C.
19/5/18
c.o. Chester, J.
21/9/18
c.o. Rowe, W.H. 12/3/19
a.s. Hendin, D. W., M.C.,
28/5/19

2 Lister, D. S., M.C.
21/6/19
2 Symonds,H.F.G.d'A.
21/6/19
c.o. Mitchell, G. H.
21/6/19
2 Hoare, N. E 24/10/19
1 Rose,A.J.D. 24/10/19
2 FearnsideSpeed,
A. A. J.N. 24/10/19
1 Sankey, G.E.24/10/19
1 Milton, H. 25/12/19
c.o. Penlington, T. N.
21/2/20

c.o. Cavtwright, J. 21/2/20
2 King, J. E. 21/2/20
2 Knocker, H. S.
20/12/20
1 Oliver, G. L. B.
20/12/20
1 Coates, D. C. 16/7/21
d. 1 Spear, T. H. 16/7/21
c.o. Crozier, J. C. T.1
16/7/21
2 Cass, W. G., M.B.E.
17/12/21
1 ThorneThorne,
R. J. P. (Garr.
Phys. Trng. Supvr.)
23/12/22
1 Crozier, F. G. 14/7/23
1 Mallam, K. M. C.
1/2/25
2 Airy, E A. 10/7/25
2 Haggard, C. 30/8/25
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
1

2nd Lieutenants.
Boucher, V. 27/8/24
Williams, J. R. P.
27/8/24
Knatchbull, W. D.
30/8/24
Bruce, EPC. 29/1/25
Botley, J. A. 29/1/25
Nicholson, J. G.3/9/25
LyndenBell,
P. T. G.
3/9/25
Walters, H. de L.
3/9/25

Adjutants.
2 Hamilton, G. F.,
M.C., capt. 2/8/25
1 Wilkins, D. A.,
M.B.E., capt.23/8/25

QuarterMasters. (3)
d. Cook, T.
4/10/13
capt.
1/7/17
2 Corney, A., M.B.E.
30/12/15
capt.
30/12/18
1 Andrews, A. W.,
D.C.M., It. 25/6/23

3rd Battalion (Militia).
'Hon. Colonel.
Brinckman, Sir Theo
dore F., Bt., C.B.
(Hon. Lt.Col. in
Army)
28/6/08
15/7/07
Major.
Ward, H. E., O.B.E.
(Hon. 2nd Lt. in
Army)
22/5/15
Captains,
c.o. Baker, R. H. W.
2/2/15
SilverwoodCope, A. L.
M.B.E
27/1/16
Jackson, A.R.27/1/16

4th Battalion
(Territorial),

Drill Hall, St. Peter's
Lane, Canterbury.
Hon. Colonel.
Goschen, The Visct.,
G.C.I.E.,
C.B.E.,
V.D.
13/10/23
Lt.Colonel.
t.a. Burns, E. B. 20/3/24
Major.
Collard, B. S. 14/1/25
Captains.
Smith, H. L 4/1/21
V.C. Dean, D. J., 27/7/21
Witts, C.S.F. 28/7/21
Coote, D. V. 13/1/24
Winch, C. A. 13/1/24

Toronto, Ontario.
12/5/14
6/11/14
11/3/25
Lieutenants.
Bacon, G. D., M.C.
29/6/18
Sherwood, J. 1/5/19
Brooke C. H. M.
21/6/19
a.m.Firmin, L. A. L.
27/8/19
Moss, J.
16/10/22
Turner, A. J. 20/7/23
Poile, R. S. 21/7/23
Chambers, E. G.
1/3/24
18/6/19
James, W. E. C.
1/3/24
2nd Lieutenants.
Collins, L J 1/12/24
Parrett, W. J.4/12/24
Iggulden, D. P.
12/3/25
Parish, E. G. 28/9/25
Adjutant.
Hammond Davies,
B.E., M.C., Capt.
The Buffs 14/12/23
QuarterMaster.
Keeler, F. H.,
capt.
25/1/13
Uniform,—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.
Cadet Units Affiliated.
Depot, Royal Marine
C. Corps.
Kent College C. Corps.
Simon Langton School
C. Corps.

Supplementary Reserve
Category B.
2nd Lieutenants.
Findlay, W. R.
19/11/24
Smith, D. W. R.
10/12/24
Roff, N. H. 22/10/25

THE DRAGON

13

The 1st Battalion.
"^T O event of outstanding
jLN
importance has taken
place during the past few weeks
to mar the " even tremor of our
ways," yet useful progress has
been made during November in
both the realms of work and
recreation. In the latter the
weather has been unkind and
" grounds unfit for play" has
been a somewhat frequent cry.
Fresh in our memories is
the success of the battalion in
the crosscountry run for the
Challenge Cup presented by Mr.
W. H. Hoare, as in this event we
provided the winning team ("A"
Company) and the individual
winner (Mr. WilHams). Heartiest
congratulations to both on their excellent performance.
Mr. Williams' success is particularly praiseworthy in
view of the fact that the type of country over which
the run took place was quite new to him.
We have had some enjoyable days in the hunting
field and our numbers at the meets have been most
satisfactory. Two days in particular, one at D. of
Kent's Farm and the other at Second Venta, all who
were lucky enough to be out will remember for a
long time the fine
runs they provided. We are
all pleased to see the Master hunting hounds once more
and must congratulate Mr. Hankey on the splendid
way in which he filled the gap.
Our Football Team continues to do well, as will be
seen from the notes elsewhere in this number. Rugby
Football has made a promising start, too, with
a narrow victory over the Royal Engineers. We hope
to have many successful matches during the season,
as we have promising material, which will improve
with practice and experience.
The Autumn Meeting of the Jockey Club was a
most successful one and Regimental horses did quite
well, quite a number gaining places in their various
races. Congratulations to Mr. Reid on riding a second
and a third on his only two mounts.
Two most successful Boxing meetings have taken
place during the month, the first a meeting under the
auspices of the Boxing Clubs of the Suffolk Regiment
and our own, and the second a Garrison Boxing Club
meeting. Our boxers did very well indeed and won the
great majority of their fights.
His Excellency the
Governor attended the second meeting and kindly
presented the prizes.
We welcome Major Crookenden, Captains Essel
and Wood and Mr. Coates back from leave. We have
lost Captain Causton who has taken up the appoint
ment of Garrison Adjutant, where we wish him the best
of luck. We are looking forward to the arrival of the
draft on December 9th under Mr. Walters and extend
a warm welcome to them.
In conclusion may we wish all readers the best of
luck in 1926.
Football.
Up to the time of writing we have every reason to
be satisfied with the results attained. The garrison
"A" League is being played on and it is hoped to finish
it before the departure of 1st Battalion the Suffolk
Regiment. Rain has considerably interfered with the
games and accordingly some units have played many
more games than others.

The Battalion has played three matches to date,
of which two have been won and one drawn. This
draw was unfortunate as we were far the better side
and had the forwards shot " first time " instead of
trying to dribble the ball through the net we should
certainly have scored more goals. The match in
question was against the Heavy Batteries, R.A., and
the score 1—1.
Our next match should have been against the Staff
and Departments, but owing to inclement weather
this match had to be postponed.
On Thursday, 26th, we played the Suffolk Regiment
and we beat them 2—0. This was due to better
combination all round and more dash was displayed.
Our next opponents were 3rd Medium Brigade
whom we beat 3—1 after a fast and interesting game
rather marred by a high wind which was blowing
straight down the field.
We have two league matches to play this month,
one on 12th and the other on 31st.
We unfortunately lose L/Cpl. Shaw, our left half,
at the end of the month as he is due for transference to
the Reserve. The team will miss him, but there is
talent coming forward which is a good thing.
We have every hope of continuing to do well.
Players want to remember that it does not matter who
scores a goal so long as the side gets one and they must
learn to be unselfish and work together.
Gibraltar Garrison Cross Country Run.
The Annual Garrison Cross Country Run for Mr.
Hoare's Cup took place over a well selected course on
Thursday, December 3rd, 1925. The weather was at
its best, there being little or no wind. The start was
made from Windmill Hill Flats (a few shanties erected
during the War to accommodate prisoners) when 17
teams of eight men each faced the starter, Lieut.
Andrews, D.C.M., who also acted as timekeeper. The
usual preliminaries took place prior to the run and it
was observed that there was going to be a struggle,
Suffolk v. Buffs. Our Companies all entered one
team each, Headquarter Wing having two teams com
peting.
The course was from the Flats on to Queen's Road,
which necessitated a climb of some 800 yards before
one can arrive at flat country, and when once reached
was fully appreciated. About a mile over the flat the
runners were directed through Willis's Gate to the
South of the Town on to the Alemeda, where the
Battalion parades weekly for drill. At this point,
each runner was given a check tape which had to be
carried and handed in at the finishing point. By the
time the runners reached the Alemeda, many began
to show the distress signal, although another three
miles had to be covered, which was on a more or less
level road. "A" Company's team were bunched
together along this road and from the onlookers' point
of view, it seemed as if this Company would win, which
eventually, they did.
Mr. Williams (running for "C" Company) who had
been running with the leaders, gradually drew away
when about a mile from the finishing point, eventually
winning the race by 50 yards, amidst the excitement
of 400 onlookers who had turned out to see the race.
"A" Company's team were placed in the following
order:—4, 6, 9, 10, 14 and 29, a total of 72 and
received the Hoare Cup with miniature and medals
for each member of the team from the hands of His
Excellency The Governor and CommanderinChief.
"C" Company, 1st Battalion The Suffolk Regiment
(last years holders) were second, with "C" Company,
The Buffs, third.
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Great praise is due to Mr. Williams who ran the
race determined to win which he did in excellent form,.
receiving an individual cup.
Amongst the spectators the following were noticed :
Col. C. W. Scott, Col. and Mrs. R. E. Power, Col. and
Mrs. L. W. Lucas, Major Crookenden, Captain Peareth,
Captain Watson and practically all the remaining
officers and ladies of the Battalion, whose interests in
all sporting events of the Battalion are always to the
fore.
The Hon. Secretary (Lieut. K. M. C. Mallam) is to
be congratulated on his splendid organisation of the
whole run, everything passing off without 'a hitch. It
must be mentioned he roped in several Regimental
Sporting celebrities to assist and thanks is due to them
all for their great help. Captain C. J. Wood was to be
seen in ushering the runners into the pen; Lieut.
Oliver nobly assisted Recorders; R.S.M. Martin
carried off the duties of M.C. in his usual able manner ;
R.Q.M.S. Evans did the recording and saw to it that
the result was made known within a few minutes of
teams finishing.
The writer had the experience of
witnessing the R.Q.M.S. preparing for this event when
the latter remarked " I don't want a repetition of the
Command Run in Cairo."
At the conclusion of the prize giving, three cheers
were called for by Colonel Lucas, President of the
Garrison Sports Committee, for His Excellency The
Governor, after which the Cup was seen, full to the
brim with something stronger than water.
S.B.

LIGHTHEAVY WEIGHT.
Dmr. Pilgrim, The Suffolk Regiment, beat Pte.
Davis, The Buffs.
This was a poor fight all through.
BANTAM WEIGHT.
A. B. Herman, H.M.S. Witch, beat Pte. Coleby,
The Buffs, on points.
Herman was heavier and stronger and clearly had
the fight in hand all through. Coleby fought very
gamely and stuck to his man well. .
WELTER WEIGHT.
Dmr. French, The Buffs, beat A; B. Long, H.M.S.
Worcester.
Long was obviously outmatched, but fought very
well indeed. He took a lot of punishment in all rounds
but stuck it out gamely till the end.
FEATHER WEIGHT.
A. B. Flower, H.M.S. Worcester, (Featherweight
Champion, Mediterranean Fleet), beat L/Cpl. Tuck,
The Suffolk Regiment, in the first round.
The boxing in this fight was of a very high order.
Both men were very quick and used both hailds well.
Tuck had rather the better of the opening exchanges,
but Flower, late in the round, landed heavily with his
right, Tuck being counted out. We would like
to thank Lt. Commander J. B. Falls, R.N., who
refereed the contests, the Judges and all the officials
whose good work so largely contributed to the success
of the meeting.

Boxing Notes.
On November 28th the Battalion Boxing Club
united with the Boxing Club of the Suffolk Regiment
and a meeting was held in the Garrison Gymnasium of
eight fourround fights
made up of competitors
from the Royal Navy, The Buffs and the Suffolk Regi
ment.
Of the eight fights we were represented in six, so
we had our fair share of the fighting.
The Boxing
on the whole was good and financially
the meeting
was a great success. Every single seat was spld out
early and by the time the fighting began, there was
not even standing room left. The Boxing Clubs of
both Regiments should benefit considerably.
The programme of the fights was as follows :—
LIGHTWEIGHT CONTEST.
Pte. Bartlett, Buffs, beat L/Smn. Newcombe,
H.M.S. Worcester, on points.
This was a good fight all through, Bartlett getting
slightly the better of the exchanges in all rounds.
Both men were fit and lasted well. *

On December 2nd the Finals of the Garrison Boxing
were held, the results of which were particularly
satisfactory from our point of view. With such a large
number of individual prize winners at our disposal, we
ought to be able to turn out a pretty strong side for
the Garrison InterUnit Team events.
The results were as follows :—
BANTAM WEIGHT.
Pte. Coleby, The Buffs, beat Pte. Higgins, The
Suffolk Regiment.
FEATHER WEIGHT.
A. B. Flower, H.M.S. Worcester, beat Pte. Townend,
The Buffs.
LIGHT WEIGHT.
L/Cpl. Baker, The Buffs, beat Pte. Collins, The
Buffs.
WELTER WEIGHT.
Pte. Lay, The Buffs, beat Dmr. French, The Buffs.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.
A. B. Flewin, H.M.S. Worcester, beat Gnr. Elton,
R.A.
LIGHTHEAVY WEIGHT.
Pte. Dullidge, R.A.M.C., beat Bdr. Watts, R.A.
CATCH WEIGHT.
Marine Telford, H.MS. Cormorant, beat Dmr.
Pilgrim, The Suffolk Regiment.
We hope soon to arrange a Team Match between
ourselves and the Suffolk Regiment before they leave
Gibraltar, but in the meantime we must find some
talent for the heavier weights, which is at present our
weak spot,.
F.C.C.

LIGHTHEAVY WEIGHT.
L/Sgt. Fallant, The Suffolk Regiment, beat Pte.
Dullige,. R.A.M.C., in the second round.
This had all the makings of a good scrap, but
Dullige " held " despite a warning from the referee and
was disqualified, in the second round.
MIDDLEWEIGHT.
Pte. Lay, The Buffs, beat A. B. Barber, H.M.S.
Worcester, in the first round.
Not much was seen of this fight, as Barber was
knocked out early in, the round.
LIGHTHEAVY WEIGHT.
Pte. Giles, The Buffs, beat Pte. Knight, The Suffolk
Regiment, on points.
This was the best fight of the evening and we
venture to think that very few of the audience could
have said with any degree of confidence which way
the verdict would go.

How to get " The Dragon.'1
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each Month, the rates of subscription are ; —
i year <?/, 6 months 4/, j months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs
Canterbury
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"A" COMPANY.
What would "A" Company's N.C.O.'s do without the two 1914
heroes ?
A couple of days ago I was hanging about the Company Office
Is it right that "Mandy" has to kill his opponent at Bayonet
looking for rapid promotion, when I bumped right into
Fencing before he can win his fight ?
our C.S.M. He started talking about the C.R.A. and of course I thought
Does talking of boards and high hats tickle " Ossy " ?
he meant the extra ration money, but after talking for a couple of hours
Can " Bump" do Ration Stores Fatigue " Buster" ?
I rumbled the meaning of C.R.A. They clearly mean, " Caught Rotten
Who was the full N.C.O. who fixed his bayonet on the piling swivel ?
Again." Yes friends, I am again caught to write the notes which
Where did " DingDong" get his mac. from ?
deal with the adventures and troubles of our Company. Now for the
actual work, which by the way I am being paid' timeandahalf for,
"B" COMPANY.
We are all pleased to be able to welcome back from leave, Capt. Essell,.
and Capt. Willows, not forgetting to congratulate Capt. Willows on
This
month
has
started
fairly well, plenty of duty, etc., and
receiving his third pip. This makes us a captain too many in the
everyone in trainingfor the Winter game. We extend a hearty welcome
Company, so we have had the ill luck to lose Capt. Wale who has
to
Capt.
Wale
on
being
posted
to the Company, also we welcome T/Cpl.
gone to "B" Company.
Hunt (Micky) back to the fold, from a course at the School of Education
Being Orderly Corporal this week I am rather busy and to make
and
congratulate
him
on
his
success.
matters worse, a notice was put on the detail board to"the effect that
The Novices' Boxing Competition took place at the Garrison
N.C.O.'s or Men could extend their services if they wished, You can
Gymnasium, on the 5th and 6th inst'. We had ten entries and did
imagine the busy time I had running round getting about 105 people's
quite
well in winning six fights. We surely have some " Dark Horses,"
particulars for the purpose of taking on.
and if they keep training we should do well in the " Harris Shield "
Owing to the wet weather having set in, I think it would be a good
competition.
I,ook out, the " Champion Company," we have already
idea to bring indoor games in for the Harris Shield. Just think how
indented for the cleaning material.
exciting a PushPice match would be between two * Companies, or
The
Danker
Football team turned out to play the Company team
even Tudo would be interesting. MTiilst I am on this subject of indoor
on the 10th inst. The position in between the "sticks" was not
games, Pte. Stone and his " playmates" would like to challenge any
secure
so
"Joe"
ably filled it, and he was highly applauded on his
team in the Company to a game of Nap.
brilliant saves by the spectators ; well done, Joe.
The whole Company offer their congratulations to Cpl. Hadaway
and T/c. Burns (Chink) on obtaining their 1st Class Certificate of
"B" Company v. "E 14" (Harris Shield.)
Education ; ma}' bags of promotion come their way, and also plenty
On the 14th inst. we met E 14 in the first match. Our team was
of afternoon fatigues. (I will then have silent enjoyment).
not at full strength, Ptes. Home, Moat and T/Cpl. Hoy, enjoying two
We have heard of another draft joining us about December 10th,
months' leave in England. We expect them back shortly and we hope
but we all hope that before they reach us, the previous draft are un
to
do well. Our team lined up as follows :—
packed out of their cases.
T/c. Church (Goal) ; Ptes. Hogben and Thurlow (Backs); Cpl.
On hearing the band playing the other day I gazed out of the win 
McCarthy,
Ptes. Tay and Morris (HalfBacks); Ptes. Ingram, Richards,
dows to see the cause of the excitement. To, and behold, who should
Flisher, Brawn, and T/c. Foreman (Forwards).
I see being marched in but T/c. Hoskins and old Blind Bob Hammond,
Play
opened
fast, and Tewis gained possession, passed to Brooks,
the two having just returned from leave. The former caused great
who beat Church with a ground shot. After ten minutes play " hands "
rejoicing amongst the T/Cpls., as he can make another night in bed for
was
given
against
E.14, and Ingram who was entrusted with the spot
someone who has been doing his share just lately.
kick, shot the ball into the goal keeper's arms. After 30 minutes play,
Plenty of sports have been held just lately, but I will give an account
Tewis
obtained,
E.
14 second goal. Halftime arrived with the score
of them elsewhere.
20 against us.
Well, the notes must come to a finish at last, as I have got to go
On the resumption of play Hogben went centreforward and Morris,
round to the Pioneer's shop and order some pieces of board to put into
leftback. After a fine run Hogben obtained possession and scored
my kit on the shelf, and I also wish to finish reading the book entitled :
our goal; our team tried hard to equalize, but nothing happened;
" The accuracy of the Modern Rifle," by Tt. Mallam.
the final whistle blew, with the score 21 in E 14's favbur.
Cheerio, everybody, and for the present I am
The Battalion "Bayonet Fencing" Competition commenced on
__
"EXBTJNG."!
the 21st inst. The Company met 14 Company. Our team was as
P.S.—Dear Ed.—Do you mind inserting these few lines ?
follows:—C.Q.M.S. Dixon, T/Cpls. Richardson and Foreman ; Ptes.
" I dictate these few lines to my brother N.C.O.'s Yu. Sen and One
Tay,. Davis, Giles, Smith, Ingram, Madden, Porrier, and Sgt. Goss.
Tung.
We won easily, beating 14 Company by eight fights to four.
" We have in our Company, of worldly fame,
I will forward the other results in next month's notes.
Two N.C.O.'s of Chinese Name.
Before closing we must congratulate T/c. Hogben, T/c. Wyles,
One has recently toed the Mat,
Ptes. Pryor, Morecroft, Deane, and Dimmock on obtaining their 2nd
And somewhat resembles a Russian Kalmak.
Class Certificates of Education.
The other is trying to save the Pice,
We give a hearty welcome to the draft from the 2nd Battalion.
To enable him to "go his bold on the Hong Kong Rice."
R.C.
" TONGASACHINKTODO."
Company and Platoon Sports.
The Company played Rugby against the R.E.'s and finished up
with a draw, 00 (friendly).
In the Harris Shield Football we beat "D" Company by 32, T/Cpls.
Bones, Copcutt and Pte. Aylward scoring for us. We also met "D"
Bayonet Fencing for the above shield and won eight fights out of the
14. We were represented by Tt. Mallam, Sgt. Cross, Cpl. Turner
T/Cpls. Deverson, Priestley, Bones, Hodkin, Ptes. Read, Sargeant
Bushnell, Swallow, F. Turner, Hills, T. Edwards (Team Teader, Cpl!
In the interPaltoon run for the Tucas Shield the following points
were obtained :—
No. 4 Platoon, 26 points, two and a half joints count towards
Shield. No. 3 Platoon came level with same points, 26, two and a hqlf
No. 1 Platoon, 10 points, one point for Shield ; No. 2 Platoon nine
points, nil points for Shield.
'
The first six home were Cornwall (1), Crowhurst (2). Burt (31
Dunk, 19 (4), Carpenter (5), Bell (6).
In the Platoon Football, No. 4 v. 3, No. 4 won 40.
A friendly game of football with the Machine Gunners resulted in
the 2nd Eleven being beaten 62. Simpson scored our two goals.
We also met "C" and "B" Companies in the Bayonet Fencing
resulting in a win against "C," and losing to "B." The team remained
unchanged except for the introduction of Pte. McTean

Things we want to know.

Who is T/c. Hookem ? Is he in No. 3 Platoon ?
Has Wade really got a pair of slippers ?
Are the next draft coming in Glass Cases ?
Did Burden's noseshine whilst he was under the Guard Commander's
care ?
Did Ginger Bennett get browned off on the N.C.O.'s training at Map
Reading ?
Does Sacree require a larger size in hats ?
Who was the subaltern who asked the mess orderlv if he scrubs
the tables with milk ?
Does " Bump'' feel more pain now that he has to go up more steps ?
Was it a boy or a girl ? Ask " Wide."
ft
that he has sent to England for a consignment of prams '
what will happen to " Swede's " clay pipe when it gets black, and
will he TO anything ?
'

Things we want to know.

Who is supplying the "blue bell" for "Froggie" to clean the
" McDouall Shield " ?
Is "G" of No. 7 Platoon upset now that his wife has taken to waving
flags at other people ?
Will " Tily " of No. 6 Platoon get a staff job and would a hospital
orderly's job suit him ?
Will Chester get his sleepingin pass next year and. will he sign on ?
" Wot 'appens when I say, " Join rands raped foire," and is it
joined with a (Tewis) Gun ?
Will Angel ever become a secret service agent ?
Are they sending " Buffy " to Wembley to compete in the " All
Army'' Championship ?
What did "Munkus" mean when he said, "The destination of
Titch Ifay's pocket wouldn't stand it" ?
Who is the man who is " indefficient" on parade ?
What did "Joe" mean when he said that the two points were
simultaneous, but "D" Company's was first ?

"C" COMPANY.
In spite of the " Rock " being almost all under water through the
recent heavy rains, we are still optimistic enough to think, and consider,
and make arrangements to play off our Hockey and Football fixtures
both in the Garrison Cups and the Harris Shield events. Some of these
events have been catered for three times and still they remain to be
fought for; and according to the unsettled state of the weather
it is raining even now—it is probable still further arrangements will
have to be made before we are fortunate enough to get off all our games.
In the first round of the Garrison InterCompany Cup we were
opposed, to "B" Company The Suffolk Regiment, whom we beat after a
very poor and uninteresting game by five goals to two. We shall have
to play much better football if we are to go anywhere for this coveted
Cup. In the first game for points towards the Harris Shield we met 23
Company, and here again we only just managed to get the two points
by the odd goal in three. Somehow we don't seem to have our team
placed correctly, for we invariably see the team changed twice during
the ninety minutes that the game is in progress. I think if the team
can be placed, the result will be better football.
About the Hockey I am afraid I cannot write too much; the
team on paper look quite a formidable combination, and when they
meet "D" Company the Suffolk Regiment they should give quite a
good account of themselves.
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Harris Shield Bayonet Fencing.
The next item of interest at the present moment is the Bayonet
Fencing, although I must admit that we ourselves have not done
anything worth writing about, in fact the results of the fights to date
hardly do the team justice.
Out of five fights—which is the first round—we have only won one.
It sounds much worse than it really is, as we have only lost by one and
two fights, and in one case the Team Teader. Anyhow" we hope
to retrieve some of our lost laurels in the second round"; perhaps the
judges will smile kindly on us.
Our efforts for the Hoares Cross Country Running Cup were not
altogether without success. I think something like seventeen teams
lined up for it and we managed to get in the first three teams home.
It was over a fivemile course, and the order of the first three teams to
finish was:—"A" Company The Buffs, "C" Company Suffolk Regi
ment, and ourselves third. 2ndTt. Williams is to be congratulated
on being the first man home, perhaps if we follow him round when he
is training for it again next year we may be the first team home. A
further account of the run will be found elsewhere. I shall probably
be accused of poaching as it is.
We must congratulate Ptes. Bartlett and Coleby for their excellent
performances in contests that were organised between the Navy and
the Garrison, also in the Garrison Boxing Competitions. In the former
Coleby was unfortunate enough to have the verdict given against him,
but in the latter he won his weight. Bartlett gave an excellent account
of himself by winning his weight each time. We hope they will both
win many more contests yet, including the Harris Shield events.
 By the time these notes reach the press we shall have welcomed
2ndTt. Walters and Sgt. Hook to the Company, also eight men—our
share of the draft. We hope they will settle down in the Company
and feel quite at home and have a very enjoyable Christmas with us.
We hope Mrs. Hook and family will be none the worse for their journey
out here, and that they find the Rock an enjoyable change.

Christmas is only a couple of weeks off now, and preparations are
well on the way, but Christmas this year brings its sorrows as well as
its joys, for in orders today Capt. Watson is leaving us on Boxing Day
for a tour of duty at the Depot. We are all very sorry that he is leav
ing us, but partings and meetings are part of our daily life, and although
we reluctantly say Goodbye we hope to see him again during our trip
round the world when he will be welcomed back to the old Company
and hope he will take over the reins again. In the meantime we trust
he will have an enjoyable tour, of duty at the Depot; we will all keep
a sharp eye open for his " doings and darings," and will envy the
Company who are placed into his keeping.
It is a big thing to lose the Company Commander ; it very often
takes months to get into his particular way of working, and just as you
go swinging nicely along there comes a change, and the change this
time is Capt. R. J. Tuke.
Welcome Capt. Tuke to "C" Company ; we hope you will let us off
lightly if we are not quite so well versed with the Rifle and Tight
Automatic as you are, but we will give a fairly good account of ourselves
at anything the higher authorities want us to do.
Next month somebody will tell you all about Christmas on the
Rock for the third time of asking.

"D" COMPANY.

The month has opened fairly well with sports and entertainment.
We were able to get to the finish of our InterPlatoon Shield Compe
titions. Before I go any further with my pen I will explain to you the
InterPlatoon Shields. There are two; one is called Head and
Shoulder Shield, and the other interPlatoon Challenge Shield. The
Head and Shoulder Shield is presented to the Best Shooting Platoon and
the Challenge Shield to the Best Sporting Platoon. Well, needless to
say, 14 Platoon won both and they deserved them. Next season we
hope to be able to say that they were presented to some other Platoon.

Harris Shield Bayonet Fencing.
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The results of the interPlatoon Bayonet Fencing were:—
15 Platoon v. 16 Platoon, 16 Platoon won ; 14 Platoon v. 13 Platoon,
14 Platoon won ; Final: 14 v. 15, 14 Platoon won.
At Football the Company is going mad; everyone wants to play
at the same time, although we have seven sets of gear and seven balls,
but we cannot get every ground on the Rock,, Oh ! No. Well, to bring
the matter down a bit we picked two teams, one of N.C.O.'s and one of
Privates, and then played off, the result being that the N.C.O.'s scored
two goals and the Privates 0.
The next game of Football was in the Harris Shield matches, "D"
v. "A." Of course "A" won by three goals to two, our goals being
scored by T/c. Tong and Pte. Bartlett. The next match will be with
14 Group "H.O.'' Wing and we hope to put it on them.
The Hockey Matches are only just feeling then feet. We played
one match between our N.C.O.'s v. Privates and this time the N.C.O.'s
obtained six and the Privates Nil. Of course, most of our N.C.O.'s
are expert Hockey players.
Whilst on the subject of Hockey we entered the Gibraltar Garrison
interCompany Cup and played the following match, which was most
exciting.
"D" COMPANY 1ST BUFFS V. 31ST MEDIUM BATTERY R.G.A.
This match resulted in a draw, 3—3, but being a Cup match we had
to play extra time—a quarter of an hour each way and the result then
went to Medium Battery, 7 ; "D". Company, 4, our scorers being
Tieut. Fox, Cpl. Fatffkner, T/c. Cook and T/c. Waghorn, but we were
not downhearted, neither were the players for it was a good game.
The Battalion itttefBayonet Fencing Pool has started and our
team has had Hard Tuck. We met "A" Company first and lost to them,
then "C" Company, and again we lost; after that we met 14 Group
" H.Q." Wing and won. There only remains two more Companies t6
fight against in the First Round, but we don't care for them as they
are easy meat, especially "B" Company.
Major Crookenden, D.S.O., having returned from leave and taken
over the ship, we thought it was the right time to put on our Company
Concert, so a few of the heads got together and got a good Programme
up, also a bit of cash to help things on a bit, and staged the following
Programme in the Detachment Recreation Room :—
AT THE PIANO
...Professors Sparling and Phillipson.
1. BANJO SOLO
..Ptes. Price and his Chum Fireman Boorman.
2. SONG
Fte. Daley.
3. SONG
Fte. Barton.
4. CORNET SOLO......
.T/c. Parsons and Company.
5. SONG
Cpl. Errington.
6. SONG, ACCOMPANIED BY BANJO
Pte. Price.
7. SONG
Pte. Purkiss.
8. SONG
Fte. Barton.
SHORT INTERVAL FOR BEER AND EATABLES.
9. Presentation of Shields by MAJOR CROOKENDEN, D.S.O., to 14

Platoon, the Recipient being SergeantGibson, as Platoon
Commander.

10. BANJO SOLO
Ptes. Price and Boorman.
11. A FEW YARNS...
.Pte. Daly.
12. SONG
Pte. J. Murphy.
13. SONG
Pte. Oyler.
14. SWORD SWINGING DISPLAY
.....C.Q.M.S. Pratt.
15. IMPERSONATIONS.. .Two Tads from the Country, Cpls. Hills &Sayer.
16. SONG
Pte. Botting.
17. SONG
Sgt. Gibson.
18. SONG
Pte. Purkiss.
19. SONG
Ptes. Amos and Barton.

20. Sgt. Burt entertained us for a few minutes

21. SONG
Pte. Ray.
22. SONG....
Cpl. Errington.
23. BANJO QUARTETTE.. .T/C. Phillipson, Ptes. Price, Boorman & Kent.

Having finished the Programme, the Company Commander, Major
J. Crookenden, D.S.O., gave us a few moments in kind words and a
yarn. Tt. Fox having then just returned from Staff Parade got on the
stage for a bit and sang us some choruses. This ended the Happy
Evening and all went home to bed as it was nearly Tights Out.
We welcome back to the Company, Pte. Phillips and T/c. Hird
from leave in the United Kingdom.
Congratulations are extended to the undermentioned N.C.O.'s and
men who obtained Educational Certificates at the last examination :—
First Class Certificate :—Sgt. Blake.
Second Class Certificates Cpl. Taylor,. Pte. Bartlett, Pte. Hatton,
Pte. Langdon, Pte. Timmer, Pte. Pitchford, T/c. Sayer, Pte. S. Smith
and Pte. Grant.
Third Class Certificates Ptes. J. Murphy, F. Murphy and Palmer.
The Boxers of the Company are showing good form, thanks to the
training they are getting in their spare time in the Detachment Gym
nasium. At a recent Garrison Boxing Meeting the following N.C.O.'s
and men of the Company took part:—
Pte. Collins, who fought Dmr. Baker; Pte. Townend, who fought
A.B. Flowers, Mediterranean Champion and T/Cpl. Sayer who was a
runnerup.
In the Battalion Novices, the undermentioned were our results :—
Winner of Feather Weight: T/c. H. Hudson; Winner of Welter
Weight: T/c. Sayer ; Runnerup : Pte. Stocker ; Runnerup Tight
Weights, Novices: T/c. Packman; Runnerup, Middle Weights:
Pte. Franklin ; Winner of Good Toser's Prize : Pte. Smisson.
In the HarrisShield Competition thefollowing results were obtained
for the Company :—
Winner of Tight Weight, Series "B" : Pte. Collins; Runnerup,
Bantam Weights: T/c. H. Hudson; Runnerup, Heavy Weights:
Pte. Fox.
We hope to get a look in with the Boxing cup again this year as we
don't intend to let it go. We hold it at present,

Things we want to know.
Is a certain N.C.O. going to take classes on Cornet Solos, and where
does he get them ?
Who packed the solos into a certain instrument and did he pack
them right ?
„ ,
Who was the N.C.O. who expected to keep interlopers out of the
Mess Room with the following Notice :—
"No NCO. OT MAN IS aloud IN the Wess ROOM."
Did " Benbow " get " shangaied " by his canary ?
Was a certain N.C.O. trying to give a circus turn on the night of the
Company Concert ?
^_
Was a certain Private jealous (in 15 Platoon) because a N.C.O.
gave a turn in his lingo ?
How did Cutlett enjoy himself at the concert ? ; ask Fatty.
Where did DeadEye get his song from, perhaps Spud knows ?
Did Cpl. Woollard exceed last year's holiday money ?
Did Mr. Fox enjoy himself at the concert ?
Does Sydney like sandwiches or did his jaw drop ? Perhaps his new
teeth know more about it.
Who had the corkscrew on concert night, and what bottle lost its
cork ?
'"
*
Did the Company Clerk enjoy liimseif or was the Tevant low ?
Who saved the Gunboat Pockets ?
What Class Shot will the C.Q.M.S. be next year ?
Is the CompanySergeantMajor"s leave indeterminable or will he
join us at our next Station ?

BAND NOTES.

SEAMAN.

The most interesting event in the realm of sport this month is the
commencement of the series of competitions for the Harris Shield.
In the football, the first match of the season—"B" v. 14 Company—
left the latter victorious. Needless to say, the band were well repre
sented in 14 Company's team. The game was an exciting one, and
shortly after the opening of play the war was carried into the enemy's
country. A warm tustle ensued, and eventually Bds. Brooks scored
from a fine oblique shot.
Play became very fast after this, but just before halftime T/Cpl.
Tewis found the net after a brilliant run down the field. "B" opened
the second half in dashing style and after some very pretty football,
Hogben scored for them. They failed to equalise, however, so we
have taken the first step towards the acquisition of the coveted trophy.
The band 2nd team have played several friendly matches, and it
is very gratifying to observe the form shown by some of the younger
members. Future generations of Buffs will have no cause to observe
sadly, " There were giants in those days."
,
There is not a great deal to record on the musical side, as owing to
the death of Her Majesty Queen Alexandra, all official functions have
been cancelled.
_
By the time that these notes appear, one of our number, jBds. Ire
land, will have left us for a course of instruction at the Military School
of Music, Kneller Hall. We wish him the very best of luck.

THE DRUMS.

FIGARO.

Owing to the bad weather at Gibraltar the sporting notes are in the
minority. We have had only one fotball match duriiig the month,
against the noted Machine Gunners, the result being a win for the
Drums (21).
We must congratulate Drummer French on winning his weight in
a Boxing Tournament; also for being runnerup in his weight in the
Garrison Boxing. Also TanceCorporal Baker on winning his weight
(Tight weight).
Our heartiest congratulations to our " newlyweds," T/Cpl. W.
Hudson and Drm. Gray, wishing them both a long life of happiness
and prosperity.
Congratulations to T/Cpl. W. Spice on obtaining Army First Class
Certificate of Education.

Things we want to know.

_____ . Are
When are' our old " M£tes " going to cut the " Chartrrrf
they named 4 Tubby," " Swill" and " 'Appy " and Two Shooter
Gus."?
Is " Scruff" on a course of back breaking and does it make him
seasick ?
Who is the '' no time to talk man ? (Ask Cronky).
Has ditherrrry woke up yet, who do you (call it) ?
 Our new one gun man " 'Appy."
Is " Skin " still beating the Blanketshires.?
W.T.J.S. & H.C.

Plum Pudding Fund.
Donations have been received to the above from
the following:—
Colonel Sir T. Brinckman, Major H. S. Hardy, Mrs.
Reeves, Mrs. Webster, Major E. Gould, Major W.
Booth, Major H. I*. Archer Houblon, Colonel R. S. I.
Friend, MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge,
Anonymous, Colonel F. Bradley Dyne.
TOTAT RECEIVED :—^16 7s, 6d.
Plum puddings were despatched to eighty Buff
families.
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The 2nd Battalion

Interested spectators at Army Cup match, Buffs v. Royal Tank Corps, at Portland.
FOOTBALL.
Army CSub—2nd Round.
2nd Bn. The Buffs v. 4th Bn. Royal Tank Corps.
TJTHIS match was played on
X November 25th and resulted
in a draw (1—1) after extra time
had been played : the replay takes
place on November 30th at Boving
ton Camp, Wool.
The team was the same as in
the first
round, although T/Cpl.
Jewell and T/Cpl. Bowman changed
places in the half line. The Referee
was Mr. Harrop. There was a
fresh crosswind blowing when
Shelton kicked off, and this seemed
to trouble the players a great deal.
Our goal was soon in danger, and
in the first
few minutes, Prior
brought off a great save at full
i
length. After this narrow escape,
IffusKETEER 1688) exchanges were fairly even, but our
forwards were not combining well,
there being a great tendency to hold the ball too long.
After 20 minutes play the " Nuts and Bolts " opened
the scoring, their inside left giving Prior no chance
with a shot from 15 yards out : this lead was main
tained until halftime. After the interval the pace
became faster, and our forwards now combined better ;
after ten minutes they were rewarded, Tutt cutting in
between the backs and beating the goalkeeper easily.
A great struggle for the lead now ensued and both goal
keepers were frequently called upon. Day made
several good runs on the right wing, but the defence
remained firm : time arrived with the score 1—1.
Half an hour extra time was then played and the
excitement became intense. The Tank Corps, had
the best the first half, but our defence held out. In
the second half we pressed hard, and Day had very
hard luck with a good header following a fine run and
centre by Goatley. While at the other end, the Tank
Corps outside right shot over the bar when well placed.

In the last few minutes of the game, Coade had very
hard luck with a really good shot, the ball skimming
the upright—unfortunately on the wrong side ! So
the whistle blew with the score still 1—1, and we live
to fight again.
The team as a whole did not produce their form of
the first round. Prior was again very sound in goal,
and the backs did their work well, although they
hesitated to clear on one or two occasions. Sidwell
was a tower of strength in defence, and fed his forwards
excellently ; he was backed up very well by J ewell
and Bowman, who both worked hard. The forwards
were very disappointing in that' they would persist
in hanging on to the ball ; they must realise that one
man cannot beat the whole defence, but that a good
combination with accurate passing can do so. Nothing
will rattle a defence more than a fine line of forwards
which plays the shortpassing game : however, I do
not want to appear too critical, but hope that these
remarks will be read and acted upon.
THE REPIVAY.
This took place at Bovington on November 30th,
The Royal Tank Corps winning 3—2, despite the fact
that we had 75% of the play. The ground was very
greasy, and the ball was hard to control. Our team
settled down very quickly and for the first ten minutes
we kept the enemy on the defensive : Tutt made one
very fine individual effort which might have resulted
in a goal had he shot earlier. After twenty minutes
the Tanks scored, following a good run and centre by
their outside left. Unfortunately, this was followed
by another, a few minutes later, the centre forward
netting with a good shot from 20 yards out. From
now until half time we kept the play in our opponents'
half ; Coade and Day were combining very well on
the right wing, and were being well fed by Bowman.
Tutt and Goatley did not shine, although on two
occasions Tutt appeared to be right through, only to
have the ball picked off his toes by the goalkeeper,
who was playing a very fine game. Shelton had very
bad luck with a header following a run by Goatley,
but half time arrived with the Tank Corps leading,
2—0
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After half time we still maintained our pressure, but
the forwards were not together, and could not seem to
" finish"
their efforts. Fifteen minutes after the
resumption Payne miskicked and let in the opposing
centre forward who made no mistake and scored their
third point. Immediately afterwards, we were
awarded a penalty, one of the opposing defence having
handled in the area ; Sidwell took the kick and scored
with a good shot in the top corner of the net. With
about twelve minutes left for play, excitement began
to run high, especially as we were pressing hard. Sid
well now changed places with Shelton in an effort to
force the pace, and this change resulted in pulling the
forwards together, and with only four minutes to go,
Tutt scored our second point with a good shot. The
final whistle then sounded and we said goodbye to the
Army Cup until next year.
On the whole, we were unlucky to lose. For
threequarters of the game we were on the offensive :
I can only attribute our defeat to the excellent
goalkeeping of the opposing custodian and to the
tendency to dribble on to the goalline on the part of
the forwards. The defence once again was sound;
Goatley, in the forward line, was disappointing. At
present, he is too timid : he was a passenger for most
of the second half, having received a kick soon after
half time.
Coade was again very good and should be even
better next year. Day played well, but it is a pity
he is notfaster. Shelton led the line well, and Tutt
made some very fine openings, only to ruin them by
waiting so long before shooting.
Other Results—November.
The Buffs (7) v. Great Western "Railway (2).
The Buffs "A" Team (1) v. 2nd Cruiser Squadron
(1).
HOCKEY.
Army Cup—1st round.
2nd Bn. The Buffs v. 2nd Bn. The East Surrey Regt.
On Wednesday, December 2nd, we met the 2nd
Battalion The East Surrey Regiment from Jersey in
the first round of the Army Hockey Cup, and were
defeated 2—0. The game was fast throughout with
the East Surreys having most of the play : the ground
had not recovered from the visit of the Atlantic Fleet
(it was used twice a day) and was greasy.
Our team lined up as follows :—
Sgt. Sidwell; Lieut. Airy, Cpl. Pack; 2/Lt.
Knatchbull, Lieut. Hoare, Cpl. Robinson; Bdsm.
Day, Lieut. D'Arcy Symonds, Sgt. Ward, Cpl. Tutt,
Lieut. Haggard.
Referees.—Lt.Comdr. Cooper, R.N., and Lt. Koelle,
R.N.
In the first ten minutes the East Surreys forced two
corners, while Ward shot over the bar at the other
end. Sidwell was in excellent form, and saved our
goal time after time, his kicking being very accurate
and strong ; he was lucky to escape being penalised
once when he cleared without his stick in his hand.
Tutt put in a very good run just before half time and
only missed by inches. Halftime :—No score.
The exchanges were more even in the second half.
Pack was off the field for a few minutes, having
received a nasty cut over the eye. Fifteen minutes
after the restart our opponents should have scored,
the inside left missing a " sitter." A few minutes
later, however, they scored from a short corner, Sidwell
being unsighted. Their second goal came ten minutes
later, the inside left scoring following a scramble in the
circle.

BOXINQ.
InterUnit Team Championship, Second
Round.
In the Verne Gymnasium on the evening of
Tuesday, 15th December, the 2nd Buffs passed
their first hurdle in the above competition by defeating
the 1st South Wales Borderers.
The officials in charge were
Major Partridge (Southern Command), referee;
Lt. Willis, 4th R.T.C., Lt. Brown, 4th A.T.C., judges,
and R.S.M. Dare timekeeper.
There were eleven contests in all and these were
fought out in the traditional army style. The final
victory of the Buffs was due to the fact that the officers
of the Buffs all secured the verdict, while in the other
ranks section honours were evenly divided.
The fine display given by the contestants was no
doubt due to the abilities of the respective trainers,
Mr. Fred Tovee, The Buffs, and Mr. Johnny Basham,
The South Wales Borderers.
The evening concluded with a short speech from
Col. J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., who thanked the
officials for coming down to act in their respective
capacities. He udded that it seemed a funny way
of making friends, but that punching each other about
in a fair, clean way creates a bond between the two
regiments and increases the existing friendship.
One or two of the officers of the South Wales
Borderers had been pressed into service at the last
minute while we had the assistance of Lieut. Cass and
Captain Rice who had travelled from Netherhavon and
Canterbury respectively. He had no doubt that, with
such a spirit among the officers, the men would feel
that, in a real fight, they had the right men to lead
them.
Cheers for the competitors concluded the evening
as far as the Gymnasium was concerned, but the truth
of Colonel Kennedy's remarks was verified later in the
evening by the intermingling of the two regiments in
the Sergeants' Mess.
Here we had further speech making by Lt.
J. GarnonWilliams of the Borderers, R.S.M. Dare,
Mr. Basham and Mr. Tovee. It is possible that, when
the country found a European champion in Johnny
Basham, it lost a first class orator.
Results.
Fight 1. Bantam Weights.—Pte. Moore (S.W.B.)
beat Pte. Moore (The Buffs) on points. The S.W.B.
was the stronger of the two, but did not always land.
Fight 2. Feather Weights. Sgt. Beal (The Buffs)
beat Pte. Douglas (S.W.B.) on points. Beal made
Douglas miss in the first round, but Douglass landed
two lefts to the face in the second. Beal then forced
matters and Douglas went down, but managed to last
out until the final gong.
Fight 3. Officers' Welter Weights. Capt. N. D.
Rice (The Buffs) beat 2/Lt. Reynolds (S.W.B.) who
had the advantage of reach and landed with the left
to the face. Capt. Rice kept on the attack and made
his opponent resort to coyering and was awarded the
verdict on points.
Fight 4. Light Weights.—Pte. Bell (The Buffs)
beat L/Cpl. Kirk (S.W.B.). In the first round both
landed on the face with lefts and rights and then fell
into a clinch. In the second Bell had his opponent
groggy, but had not the strength to land a knockout.
Bell showed his superiority in the last round and
knocked out his man with a right on the point, but the
gong sounded before Kirk could be counted out, Bell
thus winning on points.
Fight 5. Welter Weights, 1st string. Pte. Dadey
(S.W.B.) beat L/Cpl. Bowman (The Buffs). Ex
changes were very even in the first round and in
a punishing second round the honours went to Dadey.
In the last round both men tried for a knockout, but
Dadey won on points.
Army
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Buffs v. Royal Tank Corps.
Fight 6. Welter Weights (2nd string). Pte.
Hounsell (S.W.B.) beat Pte. Hudgell (The Buffs).
Hounsell was clearly the better boxer and possessed
an excellent left. Hudgell received heavy punishment,
but fought with extraordinary pluck. Hounsell is to
be commended for the sporting way in which he stood
back from his opponent on several occasions.
After the fight the referee informed the audience
that the victor was last year's finalist with Sgt. Crawley
of the Tanks in the Army Open Middleweights.
Fight 7. Officers' Middle Weights. Lt. W. G.
Cass (The Buffs) beat Lt. Challice (S.W.B.). Lt.
Challice would have boxed, but the Buffs' repre
sentative refused to allow him and waded in to knock
out his man with a hurricane of blows in the first
round. Lt. Challice tried very hard to recover.
Fight 8. Middle Weights.—Pte. Lawley (S.W.B.)
beat L/Cpl. Foster (The Buffs). Foster appeared to
lead at the end of the first round, but his opponent
improved in the second and third, and was given the
decision on points.
Fight 9. Officers' Heavy Weights. Lt. E. A. Airy,
(The Buffs) beat Lt. J. GarnonWilliams (S.W.B.).
The opening exchanges were even, but in the last two
rounds Lt. Airy, using a straight left, landed often on
the face and secured a points verdict.
Fight 10. Light Heavy Weights. Sgt. Smith (Buffs)
beat Pte. Chappell (S.W.B.). This fight
was the
sensation of the evening. Smith started well and
floored his opponent for the full count with a smashing
right uppercut to the jaw.
Fight 11. Heavy Weights. Pte. Maslin (Buffs)
beat L/Cpl. Knight (S.W.B.). Maslin had the
advantage of weight and height, and after punishing
his opponent in the first round he knocked him out
in the second round with two quick rights to the head.
Result :—Buffs, 18 points; South Wales Borderers, 15.
NO YD CASTRIAN.

On November 16th, three very interesting contests
took place in the Gymnasium, two of them being to
decide the Bantam and Feather Weight Championship

of the 2nd Battalion and the third, an ordinary three
round contest for " love." In the case of the
championship contests both the title holders, Pte.
Moore, "B" Company and Pte. Bell, "H.Q." retained
their crowns.
1. Contest of six rounds for the Bantam Weight
Championship of the Battalion between Pte. Moore,
"B" Company, the holder, and Pte. Rashbrook, "B"
Company.
The first round was a hotly contested affair with
Moore having an advantage on points. In the second
round, Rashbrook's eye was badly cut and the referee
stopped the fight in Moore's favour. We should like
to see these two in opposition again at some future
date.
2. Contest of six rounds for the Feather Weight
Championship of the Battalion between Pte. Bell,
"H.Q." the holder, and Pte. Lamb, "B" Coy.
Bell had weighed in at nine stone exactly and Lamb
a few pounds under. Both went at it hard from the
first gong, Bell being inclined to bore in and mix it
while Lamb made good use of the ring and a quick left
hand. Half way through this round Bell dropped
Lamb for a short count with a hard right hook to the.
jaw. The second and third rounds were fairly evenly
contested but Lamb's blows seemed to lack sting and
Bell always seemed the stronger and fitter.
The end
came half way through the fourth round when following
a series of hard rights and lefts to the jaw. Lamb took
a full count.
3. Three round contest between L/Cpl. Wilkins,
"A" Company and Pte. Hudgell, "H.Q." Wing. These
two had met before in the Battalion competition, when
Wilkins won a close fight on points and this return
was looked to with considerable interest.
Wilkins, with the advantage of height and reach,
started briskly with his left hand, but Hudgell, who
has been working hard under Fred Tovee lately, soon
got going with some good twohanded work and after
having Wilkins very weak, emerged a clear winner on
points over a plucky opponent.
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SERGEANTS' MESS.

During November the Mess broke out and had a football match,
our opponents being the Officers and Warders of the Borstal Institution,
the match being played on their ground. Our team consisted of the
following members of the Mess :—ColourSergt. Ricketts, Sergeants
A. Smith, Sidwell, Beasley, McNeir, Barrell, Pinchard, S/Sgt.
MacArthur, Sgts. Dowse, Blackman, and Master Tailor Hamer. The
game was very fast and as a matter of fact too fast for some of them.
The encouragement of a biting east wind at about 500 feet up ma4e
the game a bit livelier than it otherwise would have been. Great
applause was given to Sergt. Dowse as he made several good clears
from goal, with the remarks of " Stingo by Jingo." During his leisure
moments hanging around the goal post, he told me of the lameness of
the " Adjutant's Horse " but still it is a long time yet before flat racing
commences.
Sgt. Barrell (as was to be expected) played a rattling game, especially
when the wind persevered in its strength. The total number of goals
scored for our side was five, our opponents scoring two. Thus we were
declared the winners. The return match will take place on our ground,
but the date, we hope, will be fixed after Christmas.
On the 23rd November we played the South Portland Conservative
Club in the Isle of Portland Billiard League. The following is the
result:—
v.
S.P.C.C.
Buffs.
Sergt. Fawcett
.. 150
98 v. Wilkinson
Sergt. Beasley ...
115
150 v. Wills
Sergt. Sidwell
52
... 150 v. Colverwell...
C.Q.M.S. Austen ...
.. 100
... 150 v. Trevett
L/Sgt. Ward
91
150 v. Maidment
Sgt. Pinchard
135
... 150 V. Croad
Mr. Tr. Hamer ...
.. 126
150 V. Hansford
TOTAL...

...

998

TOTAL

769

We hope to have our big dance on the 8th of January, but of that
we will write more later.
A.T.

CORPORALS' MESS.
Having suddenly succeeded to the Office of Dragon Correspondent,
I find there are various events worthy of mention which hitherto had
not been noted. However, I trust the news provided will be of interest
to some.
On the 30th November the Battalion replayed Football with the
4th Battalion Tank Corps, in the second round of the Army Cup.
I think the President had a presentiment that something drastic
was ahead. He accordingly arranged a separate Bus for us, by which
we travelled gaily to Wool.
The Corporals of the Tank Corps extended a very warm welcome
to us, but fortunately or unfortunately, as the case may be, arrange
ments were made to cater for double the number that actually arrived.
The match was enjoyed by all and the efforts displayed on both sides
were very much appreciated. At the conclusion of the game tea was
supplied by the N.A.A.F.I. This was very much enjoyed and for some
it held a distinctive attraction. This was followed by a Billiard match,
in which L/c. Burton demonstrated, what was intended as a " Comic "
Match, and on this understanding his opponent was permitted to win.
Then the most important part of the programme came to hand. It
is termed generally as " A Smoker," and a "Smoker" it was too.
Nevertheless, it may be left to the discretion of a casual onlooker how
much it was enjoyed. Perfectly happy, every endeavour was made for
a return journey. But unfortunately, at intervals, something went
wrong with the mechanism of the " motor." Anyhow, after a severe
struggle, the " Pimple" was reached, and for most it was not till the
next morning that they realized the effects of the night before ! ' It
will be remembered, the consideration shewn to us by the Corporals
of The Tank Corps, and we in turn are hoping for a suitable oportunity
by which we may return and shew our gratitude in a similar manner.
The night following this adventure, we held the second of our fortnightly
Whist Drives and Dances. Many Corporals in attendance had rather
sore heads, but nevertheless, it made no difference to the enjoyment
which was derived. Some Sergeants and their wives, and many others
from the district including attached and otherwise, came ; and it
proved a very nice social gathering.
We only hope the entertainments to follow will be as successful,
then we shall be more than satisfied in our endeavour to make one and
all welcome and satisfied.
On the 9th December the Corporals challenged "C" Company
to a game of " footer," and though the weather was cold, the interest
was just as good and by the support and especially the determined play
of our team, we managed to win by four goals to one. Being handi
capped by time to a great extent we find it difficult to make arrange
ments as often as we would like, but we are thankful anyhow at this
period to get what time, sport and amusement we do.
The Second Round of the Billiard Handicap is now in progress,
and we hope to fix the final by Christmas. The final is proposed for
Christmas night, but how many are prepared to Watch most feverishly
the balls in motion, cannot be even approximated !!!
I am thinking there might be a great deal of misunderstanding
on the part of players and all.
We wish readers and exmembers a very Merry Christmas and we
thank the Editor for the supply of the Christmas Number, " The Buffs'
Dream." We are making arrangements for Christmas which will most
certainly be supported and we hope, carried. But in my next con
tribution. I hope I will be able to give an account which will be of some
interest.

Poor old " Joe" Coombes has left us for the purpose of extending
his capabilities in civilian life. We regret to part with him, and he will
be missed considerably, especially his wondeful talent as a pianist.
"Bumber" Pearce was providing some excellent harmonies, but
unfortunately we have been deprived of his company and incidentally,
I might mention that he has gone to practice with the implement he
should have used, in preference to the piano keys. But since it is his
ambition to make asuite of furniture he may give up his musical talents !
Let's hope so !!
" Triko," the wellknown and respected " Kipper," has proceeded
on Draft to the 1st Battalion where we hope he will become famous
in his career. We wish him success anyhow, and that he will join hands
with those of whom we are acquainted.
We had much pleasure in presenting to L/c. Bowman the Silver
Spoon, won by him in our last Shoot, with a score of 43.
In my next issue I hope to be able to announce the marriage of
Cpl. Martin, and being seasonable there may be others too, details will
follow, but anyhow, we wish him good luck and that it will be a success
ful undertaking.
N.E.D.

"B" COMPANY.
The result of the Section Leaders' Course was very satisfactory;
L/c. Webb came out 5th. L/c. Lane, L/c. Townsend, Pte. Smith,
and Pte. Cummings, 20th. L/c. Webb was particularly complimented
on his neat writing and note book.
The Company itf in the throes of Weapon Training, Cpls. Maples
den, Peett, Sawkins, Bartley and Richardson are Instructors. We
start Lewis Gun on the 14th, and there the fun will begin.
We welcome Cpl. Bartley to our Company and it is a treat to hear
his cheery laugh amongst us. He thought he was going to scrounge
school parades, but we managed to fix him up with a Glass to take.
We hear a rumour that we are going to Red Barracks in January
and we hope it is true.

,

Heard on Weapon Training. .

Instructor.—" How many kinds of fouling are there ? "
Recruit.—" Three, Cpl. Superficial, Metallic, and Eternal."
Recruit to Instructor.—" Would you need any range on your sights to
hit a gap ? "
Instructor to Recruits.—" You must treat your rifle as tenderly as you
would your wife. Use an oily rag upon it every day."
Instructor to Recruit.—" How many kinds of Winds are there ? "
Recruit.—" Four, Cpl.—Mild—Fresh—Strong—and Oblique."
Instructor.—" Yes, and what is an oblique wind ? "
Recruit.—" An Oblique wind, Cpl., is a wind which is twice as strong
as a strong wind."
We thank our Company Commander, Capt. G. R. Howe, for his
Christmas gift of a framed coloured picture which he has given to each
platoon room. This is only one of many gifts which we have received
from him ; the most notable being the Howe InterPlatoon Challenge
Shield which is one of the finest shields in the Battalion.
L/Sgt. Croucher has left us to go on his vocational course as his time
is nearly up.
Cpl. Tribe went on the Draft to the 1st Battalion. We wish him
the best of luck in his new battalion, also the youngsters who went
with him. No doubt they will soon settle down and enjoy soldiering
abroad where there is less training and more sport.
We have had a few games of football during the last month, and
have been quite successful, winning two and drawing one.
The first game was against "C" Company when we won 54. Our
goals were scored bv L/c. Bailey, 1 ; Pte. Charlton, 1 ; and Blancowe,
3.
Our team was as follows :—
Goal: L/Sgt. Croucher; Backs: L/c. Bailey and Pte. Baker;
Halves: Ptes. Smith, Knieriem, Woodhatch; Forwards: Pte.s
Charlton, Taylor (91), Cummings, Blancowe and Chappell.
The next was against "B" Group "H.Q." Wing. This proved to
be a wellcontested game in which we drew 22. In the second half
when we were kicking with the wind, it was noticed that this half of
the game finished before time. Perhaps the Group got the "wind
up " and were uncertain whether they would keep us out. Our goals
were scored by L/c. Bailey. Our team was as follows :—
Goal: Pte. Blencowe ; Backs : L/c. Payne, L/c. Drake ; Halves :
Cpls. Peett, and Tribe and Pte. Baker; Forwards : Ptes. Charlton,
Billett, Knierien, Cummings and L/c. Bailey.
Our last game was against "A" Company in which we won 81.
"A" Company only had a weak team out as they had got half of their
Company on leave. Our goals were scored by L/Cpls. Payne, 1 and
Bailey, 2 ; Ptes. Savage, 3, Blancowe, 1 and Charlton, 1.
Our team was as follows :—
Goal: Pte. Sanders; Backs: L/Cpls. Payne and Drake;
Halves: Cpl. Peett, Ptes. Knierien and Baker; Forwards: Ptes.
Charlton, Torcy, Savage, Blencowe and L/c. Bailey.
O.S.

Things we want to know.
Who was the N.C.O. Instructor on Weapon Training who thought
visual training was composed of a game of " hide and seek " ? Is
the more advanced stage " hunt the thimble " ?
O.S.
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"C" COMPANY.
During the last period we have played several games of soccer.
On the 16th of November we played "B Company, but were not able
to turn out our best team owing to leave, isolation and various other
things that came along. We lost by four goals to "B" Company's five.
The following represented the Company :—L/c. Foad, Pte. Coade,
L/c. Dolbear, Ptes. Trinkum, Mitchell, Bersey, Durrant, J.W., Scott,
and Parsons, L/c. Salsbury and L^c. Saunders.
On the 17th November we played "A" Company winning by nine
goals to one. The team consisted of the following :—Cpl. Page, Pte.
Trinkum, L/c. Saunders, L/c. Foad, Pte. Scott, L/c. Salsbury, Pte.
Cowell, Cpl. Harvey, Pte. H. Brown, Pte. Baker, A. G. and Pte. Coade.
Pte. Coade scored four goals, L/c. Foad, three goals, L/c. Saunders one
and one was scored off one of "A" Company's own backs.
On the 24th November we played a return match with "B"
Company, this time beating them by four goals to one. Our team
consisted of the following :—Cpl. MacLaren, Cpl. Page, L/Cpls. P'oad,
Salsbury, Farrell, Ptes. Hanson, Parsons, Cowell, Trinkum and Scott,
L/c. vSaunders. The following of the team were away :—Cpl. Robin
son, and L/c. Riley, who were playing Hockey for the Regimental
team. Cpl. Martin was boxing in Wejonouth that evening, and Pte.
Coade was playing for the Regimental football team the next day
so was not taken.
On the 25th of November the following draft joined us from the
Depot:—Ptes. Atkins, Blissett, Friend, Hodges, Povey, Stock, A.
Smith and Sweeby, We welcome them and hope they will enter into
the spirit of the Company by keeping up its reputation.
On the 26th of November we held a Company Whist Drive and
Dance. Past and Present "C" Company were all invited, and it was
pleasing to note the huge number of them that turned up. The follow
ing officers, past and present of the Company were in attendance :—
Capt. G. F. Hamilton, M.C., Capt. G. R. Howe, Lieut. E FosterHall,
M.C., Lieut. N. E. Hoare, Lieut. A. A. J. N. Fernside Speed, Lieut.
H. S. Knocker, Lieut. E. A. Airy, 2/Lt. J. G. Nicholson, We were
also pleased to welcome Bandmaster C. B. Hewett, who spent quite a
number of years in the company. Apart from the Whist Drive and
Dance it was a farewell to Lieut. E Foster Hall, M.C., who was leaving
us for the Staff College. The following were the prizewinners :—
Gents. 1st : Pte. Legg, 2nd : P.O. Allison ; Gents'. Sealed Number :
L/Sgt. Annon. Ladies' 1st: Mrs. Lewery; Ladies' 2nd: Miss S.
Hewett; Ladies' Sealed Number : Mrs. Tweed. Other prizes were
won by L/c. H. E Baker, Pte. Izzard and L/c. Farrell. Lieut. E
Foster Hall, M.C., kindly consented to present the prizes. This being
done, C.S.M. Tong thanked him and on behalf of the Company made
a short speech pointing out the good work done by Mr. Foster Hall for
the Company, both in sport and in training. In Education he has done
all he could to get the men up to standard, and assisted in every respect
N.C.O.'s who have had to " punch up" for the necessary promotion
examinations. As a Sportsman and a Platoon Commander he is out
standing.
"C" Company then seized him and chaired him around the room to
the lusty accompaniment of " For he's a jolly good fellow." He was
heard to say afterwards that he did not think he would get over the
seasickness resulting from his " chairing."
After another dance or two, Lieut. Foster Hall, M.C., responded
with a speech in which he thanked C.S.M. Tong for his kind words and
the Company for its hearty sendoff. He stated that two years was
not a long period, and he hoped that should he come back to the Second
Battalion it would be to "C" Company. Then after a splendid evening
" turnout" time came, and at 12 o'clock all filed quietly away to bed.
During this period we had the following leave the Company for the
1st Battalion at Gibraltar Sergt. Hook, Ptes. Kettell, Sims, C. Smith,
Wickens, Thomson, Cary, Houghton and Rowley. We wish them the
best of luck in their new station.
On Saturday, 5th December we played H.M.S. P40 at football
and beat then eight goals to Nil; we are still waiting for the return
match on their ground !
Our new correspondent being on leave he has not had the pleasure
of writing up notes yet, but perhaps next month we shall hear some
thing from him. I advise him to keep a diary. We welcome Sgt.
Norwood to the Company and bid farewell to Sgt. H. Webb who has left
us to pension ; may his shadow never grow less.

"D" COMPANY.
Hello—Red Barracks calling—
Here we are—where are we ? A Merry Christmas everybody.
We have started our Whist Drives and Dances, and very enjoyable
little shows they are proving to be.
Our last dance on the 1st December was in the nature of a farewell
to the eight men of the Company on Draft to the 1st Battalion.
Our Skipper—Capt. A. B. Thomson, M.B.E., and the Officers of
the Company were with us for an hour or so during the evening. After
the distribution of the prizes, the Captain, in a pleasant speech, referred
to our departing guests—the men of the draft—and wished them good
luck and a happy time in the 1st Battalion.
Our N.C.O.'s have just returned from the Verne where thev have
been undergoing a course of Weapons under the Training Cadre, thev
are all bursting with—Gun Stops—.
The Company has started Weapon training in earnest and our
N.C.O.'s have got the chance of airing their knowledge—Gun fires all
night—The Company, Letter J »on, will want watching this year.
The magic word Christmas is now on everybody's lips and the
troops' prayer—a fervent one—is, " Roll on, let's have some nuts."
Several of the Company have been seen hanging round the great Wool
worth's and it is rumoured that Christmas presents will be cheap this
year.
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The Company Soccer Team have not done much yet as we are
handicapped as regards ground. However, we played the Attached
on the Nothe ground a week or so back, the result being 61 in our
favour, and we are sure our team must have felt very bucked when they
read a report of the match in that excellent paper, The Dorset Daily
Echo.
Mr. Haggard and L/Cpl. Dell are musclebustin' at that salubrious
residential district—Tidworth—ain't it 'ot—We hope they are enjoy
ing themselves. Sgt. Carvell has left the Company and is now an
instructor to the 7th City of London Regiment T. A. ; good luck to him.
Sgt. Jones is on leave pending embarkation for Iraq, to join the
Levies ; he intends to study Arabic with the help of a few Gin and
Peps. Good Luck, Jonah—Mespot. is not too bad.
A hearty welcome to Sgt. Amos on joining the Company, rather a
belated welcome, but the feeling's there.
Hearty congratulations to Ptes. Webb, Ramsden and Good on the
'excellent report from the O.C. Training Cadre. That's the stuff to give
em.
We congratulate the Regimental Soccer Team and their trainer
on the real good game they put up against the 4th Battalion R.T. Corps
in the Army Cup replay, and although they lost they certainly added
lustre to the good name of the Regiment.
Welcome to the last Draft, may they soon settle down and become a
credit to the finest Regiment in the Army.
Thanks to Sgt. Potter for the help he gives us in running our little
socials. Pte. W. Banks is also to be thanked for his many—Diversions.
It is rumoured that he and Wonk are training a real good soccer team,
but at present their two best players—old Wilky and Ermintrude, the
Officers' Mess cook, are on the injured list.
" CHTJCKAPLATATTER."

Things we want to know.
Is Felix suffering with Lumbago or Lovepain ?
Is it true that Banks is to be elected Mayor of Wyke ?
When is old Geof. going to learn the " Boston " ?
Who is the N.C.O. who found a bottle in his bed and who put it
there ?

HEADQUARTER WING.
All ranks of Headquarter Wing offer their very best wishes to all
readers of The Dragon for a happy and prosperous New Year. May all
efforts of every Buff during 1926, be crowned with success.
This paragraph is a very short one, as each group is writing up its
own notes, and any further description of these events would only be
redundant.
One innovation introduced is Wing Whist Drives and Dances.
These have proved immensely popular with all ranks. So much so
that they are to be a regular fortnightly feature in our life. Next time
we hope to see more officers there, and even more ex"H.Q." boys. Our
heartiest congratulations and thanks to Sgt. Shoobridge and his Or
ganising Committee who have spared no pains in their efforts to make
these shows go well.

Things we want to know.

Does Billy Beal prefer bread or rabbits—or both ?

Examination Howlers.
Examining Officer.—" What is a distribution state ? "
Officer under Examination.—" The piece of paper taken down to the
Bank on Friday mornings !''
Perhaps "H.Q." Wing Orderly Sergeant could enlighten the above
officer on this subject.
O.C

THE BAND.
The Band send their very best wishes to all Buffs, Past and Present,
and to all our readers, for a happy and prosperous New Year.
Everybody has now returned from the annual leave, fresh and
eager, and once more we have made another start. Our life seems
to be of a roaming nature. We never seem to settle down for any
lengthy period, and we always seem to have plenty to do ; but some
wise old gentleman once said, " A change is as good as a rest" ; and
I believe we have proved that up to the hilt!
At the time of writing, our Bandmaster, Mr. Hewitt, is attending
the Annual Conference at Kneller Hall. We feel sure that his long
years of experience, 24 years, as a Bandmaster, will be of great value
to the Conference.
Last year our readers will remember that we enjoyed a pleasant
tour round the South of England for nine weeks. This coming season
promises to be a more lengthy one, and we shall probably have the
opportunity of making ourselves knowii in one or two fresh places.
However, all that is " in the air," just at present; but we shall be able
to let our readers know more about this matter later on.
The results of our N.C.O.'s examination in the annual Weapon
Training, and Section Leaders' Courses were very satisfactory. In
the first case L/Sgt. Diamond came out 6th with 253 out of a possible
300, about 84'3%. In the second case, L/Cpl. Welsh was 3rd and
L/Cpl. Cary sixth. Quite good for staff (?) people ! We offer them
our congratulations. We have also to congratulate Cpl. Diamond on
his appointment to LanceSergeant. He will still remain in the Band,
so the dances and concerts will go on with all the more vim.
Talking of dances and concerts—we are kept very fully occupied.
Every evening every week, except Saturday and Sunday ; and so we
shall continue until the New Year arrives.
And so to finish, once more our heartiest New Year Greetings to
everybody.
FATHER

CROCHETS.
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Things we want to know.

Things we want to know.

Why does the Buzzer Buzz ?
Why do Sigs. cry whilst reading Lamp ?
Do Sigs. like Monkey Nuts and Orange Pips ?
What has Bump done with the Shield ?
Is he taking it home for his future section ?
Does Cpl. Field like making his own bed up daily ?
Where does 13 Room get their coal ?

Since when have the band been on the Staff ?

THE DRUMS.
Here we are again ! Looking forward to leave next Wednesday,
16/12/25. No Guards, no Retreats, no Church Parades for a whole
month. Oh ! we're glad that we're in the Army, boys ! Proud of this
Old, Old, Corps ! Roll on. Let's hope we shall soon be hearing Sgt.
Majors' voices saying, " Get out of that Dover roll ! "
Here's the best of luck to L/Cpl. Knight. When we next see him,
he will be a poor old married man. (Brace your knees back,
Drummer !)
We must also congratulate Boys Perry and Hills on winning the
Silver Bugle, 1st and 2nd respectively. Let us hope they prove worthy
of the honour. The results of the competition are published below.
We also welcome .Sgt. Norwood to the Battalion, although he has
gone to duty. Once a drummer, always a drummer.

Things we want to know.
Who taught nine Drummers the Tango ?
When is Nutty going to the Band ?

" MANU ET CORDE."

Silver Bugle Competition.
December 11th, 1925.
1. Boy Perry
139
Sounded off for the Last Post
2. Boy Hills
139
Sounded off for the Last Post
3. Drm. Liffleet
127
4. Drm. Gosling
... 123
5. Drm. Miller
117
6. Dmr. Harding
... 115
7. Pte. Hudson F.
107

8.
59
9.
52
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Dmr. Viney ...

102

Boy Hudson ...
Boy Toms
Dmr. Atkinson
Boy Banks
Drm. Donovan
Dmr. Tarbox

97
96
89
84
77

Young Hands Competition.
1. Dmr. Mercer
2. Pte. Pooley.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

We are once more up to full strength ; the old hands have returned
from leave and are passing the happy hours away doing guards, Sergts'.
Mess fatigues, etc. They fill in quite a lot of their spare time,, however,
telling the " youngsters " the " duties of a machine gunner at Gosport"
and " how to swing the lead on Manoeuvres."
We have several more married men now ; Herd, W. Bailey and
Singleton are now numbered with the " blessed," and our old storeman,
Godden is shivering on the brink. We wish them all the best of luck
and hope they will be careful.
Our great and rendwned " Joseph" has left us for civil life, but as
" Buck " is still with the battalion there is still hopes of keeping alive
a spark of the ancient glory of the "M.G.'' Platoon.
A Company Whist Drive and Dance takes place fortnightly in the
Wet Canteen. Two have been held up to date and have been a great
success, thanks to,the efforts of Sgts. Shoobridge and Diamond and
L/c. Towerzey.
We have a great chance of turning out the best crosscountry team
in the World. Every morning while the sun is still a streak of grey
in the East, off we gallop ; up hill, down hill, over hedges, ditches,
walls and houses, or whatever happens to be in the way, until there is
no obstacle left in Portland to be surmounted.
Sgt. Beal and Pte. Bell are representing the battalion in their
respective weights on the 15th, when we meet theS.W.B.'s in the second
round of the Army Boxing Cup. We have not the slightest doubt
but that they will uphold the name of the regiment in general and the
Machine Gunners in particular.
Cpl. Tutt has taken the footballers in hand and with alittle practice
we should have a very useful team, although we had a bit of bad luck
against the Signallers on Monday and lost 41.
Since writing the above the running parades have been knocked off.
We are all very sorry as we were just beginning to enjoy them and they
were such splendid training for night firing, and " dawn attacks.^ ^ ^

3. Boy Ireland.
4. Pte. Beardmore.

{Badly filled belt). '

Farewell Concert, Draft.

Wind Disturbers, "H.Q."
During the last month training has been carried out as per pro
gramme, the weather actually being on our side ; usually it causes us
to do more indoor work than is necessary. The trained Sigs. are at
present on leave (lucky lads having Christmas at home), the Semi
trained are back off leave, Some of them looked rather glum, perhaps
it is because they didn't quite manage to qualify for the extra leave
(better luck next time). Anyway, they have commenced to punch up
ready for the next classification. The Young Class are still progressing
favourably and are showing every possibility of catching up with the
Semitrained in a couple of months' time. We are hoping to see some
of these lads with the Semitrained, strolling in Weymouth with the
flags up after next classification, not like some of them, put them in
their sleeve as they are travelling in the train towards London. The
Young Class have played three Hockey matches (nineaside), the
result being as under. We have also played a Football match against
the Gunners resulting in a win for us, three to one. Our Signalling
Officer has been teaching us the way to play Rugger and everyone
seems to be fairly keen about it. Some are turning out to be fine
scrum halves and forwards. Our one big trouble is we are unable to
get a goalie tall enough for the sticks. Someone suggested Pte.
Deverson from the Band or perhaps Tom Vale of the 1st Battalion
is on the transfer list (if so how much). We have not had many come
off the field less their clothes, but a few have gained cuts and bruises.
We are not far enough advanced to know how to remove our opponents'
togs. One player said it was a game of try, try again, and we all think
he is right, because it does not matter how much one tries, someone is
always doing his best to " down " you. We were all very sorry to See
the Battalion lose the replay of the second round of the Army Cup at
Bovington. Everyone said that the best team lost.
Lt. King is learning the mysteries of Dots and Dashes, etc., before
going to the School of Signallers. We all wish him the best of luck.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Foster for winning his fight at Weymouth
and bringing the Cup home. Ive heard a rumour that Pte. Wilson did
very well on the Section Leaders' Course; congratulations, Tug.
Pte. Young is on a Water Coarse at Portsmouth ; the Signallers are
wondering if he will be taught how to strengthen it or dilute it.
"Professor Bump" had bad luck regarding his Plumbers' course.
He is now learning halflap joints, etc., while Frisky is being taught
how to lay a thousand bricks a day. Cpl. Cox could not go plumbing
so he asked about a wiring course (not Trench wiring). L/Cpl. Muncey
wanted a Bee course, but not knowing how to remove bee stings, can
celled it. Cheerio till next month.
FLAGS.

Company Hockey.
"A" Team, Young Class
Drums ...
...
...
Young Class Gunners ...

... 1 "B" Team, Young Class
... 1 Young Class
... 1 Young Class Signallers

»

The Privates' Entertainment Committee organized a very successful
farewell concert to bid goodbye to the draft proceeding to the 1st
Battalion. It was very well attended by all ranks, and all turns were
enthusiastically encored :—
The following is the programme :—
1.

8.
9.
10.
11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

PROGRAMME OF FAREWELL CONCERT.
OVERTURE
Selected
L/SGT. DIAMOND AND L/C. CAREY.
BDS. BAKER
SONG
.'Marie'
SGT. AMOS
SONG
' High St. Africa'
BOY BAKER
SWORD DANCE
SGT. SMITH
Selected
SONG
CPL. PEETT
" What'll I do"
SONG
"Stingo"
DUET
SGT. SMITH AND PTE. WOODS.
SKETCH
" The Lights O' Portland"
SGT. BEASLEY, SGT. AMOS, L/C. CAREY AND PTE. WOODS.
INTERVAL.
SONG ...
Selected
... BDS. BAKER
SONG
~ "Mandalay"
...
... SGT. AMOS
SONG ..." Why did you creep into my Heart"... CPL. PEETT
SONG
...Selected ...
...
SGT. BEASLEY
TRIO
"The Trio"
CAPT. MORLEY, SGT. DIAMOND AND L/C. CAREY.
SGT. DIAMOND AT THE PIANO.
DUET ...
... " Wink and Wonk"
SGT. SMITH AND PTE. WOODS.
DOUBLE DURN " Get in " and " Get out"
SGT. BEASLEY AND SGT. AMOS.

For over three hours the audience were entertained and special
thanks are due to the organizer.
Sgt. Beasley was indefatigable in his efforts to make the show a
success and L/Sgt. Diamond and L/Cpl. Carey did splendidly with the
musical items.
L/Cpl. Towerzey and Pte. French did extraordinary good work with
their Squad of scenemakers and shifters.
PRACTICE DANCES.

The practice dances, originally started for teaching only have proved
so popular that with the assistance of our married people it has been
decided to carry them on, and each week in the N.A.A.F.I. a cheery
night is spent.
In some cases the learners have become the instructors. The Paul
Jones is a very popular item, as is also the Boston TwoStep.
L/Sgt. Diamond and L/Cpl. Carey have been a great help in making
these shows so successful, as they provide excellent music.
L/Cpl. Towerzey and Pte. Owen have also helped at the Piano.
C.Q.M.S. Taylor, Sgt. A. E). C. Pinchard and L/Sgt. Annan have
also done good work as M.C.'s. Our married people have helped
enormously and have very cheerfully taken on the job of assistant
instructors.
Miss Hughes, our esteemed Manageress, has also done her best to
help us out in every way and her staff make light of the extra work
caused by sometimes over 200 people using the room.
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" Beneath Bel! Harry."

I

Corporal C. W. Collier, who has acted as Band
common with the
rest of the country
master at the Depot for the last two years, has now
Canterbury is in the grip
left and taken up the conductorship of the Ashford
of winter and we look like
Railway Band ; we wish him luck in his new position.
spending Christmas in the
style of the " good old
days." We are not so
sure, in the light of
experience, that those days
were quite so good as they
are made to appear on
the
Christmas
cards.
However, we must not
grumble as no doubt we
shall all have a very good
time.
A full account of the
boxing on 19th November
appeared in last month's
Dragon, but we feel that
we must add our congratulations to Captain Rice and
all at the Depot who helped him to make the show the
success that it was. We must also thank Lieut. Lister
and his friends from Cardiff for their very large share
in this success. It is hoped that we may see them all
The Good Old Buffs.
again before long. We sympathise with Lieut. Lister
Anything connected with our grand old county
in his recent attack of chickenpox and hope that he is
regiment, the Buffs, is of paramount interest, not alone
now fully recovered.
to Canterbury, but to the whole of Fast Kent, and the
A most interesting series of fights was seen at
County generally. Therefore, we make no apology,
Maidstone on 9th December, when the Depot sent over
but rather take pride in the fact that we are able, in
a team of recruits to compete against the Queen's Own.
this issue, to give a photograph of a few of its modern
Th result was a victory by one fight for our team.
leading spirits in the world of sport, in so far, at any
Arrangements are now in hand for a boxing
rate, as the local Depot is concerned.
tournament between all the Depots in the Fastern
Memory takes the writer back to many occasions
Command. This will take place early in the New
upon which members of the Buffs' Depot have played
Year and we feel sure that the representatives of the
not inconspicuous parts in the local sports arenas, its
Depot will acquit themselves well.
playing fields, and in local amateur theatricals. It
The first competition for the new Physical Training
has has been always an evidence of the good feeling
Medal will have been held by the time these lines
existing between the citizens and' the depot of the
appear in print. This competition is open to the six
famous old regiment, that the twain have throughout
men, from a squad in its sixteenth week of training,
the years of their association gone hand in hand both
who have the best average in Physical Training and
in sports and social and philanthropic events.
Field Tests. The winner receives a very handsome
In the pages of The Dragon for December, and
silver medal and his name will be painted on a large
among its " Good wishes " to all Buffs at this season
board in the Gymnasium, as a permanent record.
of the year, appears the following, from a very old
The Football and Hockey teams have been doing very
friend of Canterbury, Colonel W. F. R. Kelly :—
well, the former have, however, not yet managed to
" The ' old man' sends the timehonoured
defeat St. Luke's, Ramsgate, the replay proving to be
greeting to all his comrades—' A merry Christmas
a draw, 3—3 ; the third game against this side will
and a very happy New Year '—with every possible
take place after Christmas. The Officers of the Depot
good wish, and he would be very glad to hear from
were most hospitably entertained at dinner on 18th
any of his old friends, at any time, in memory of
November at the Royal Fountain Hotel by Colonel
the good old days of long ago."
F. B. Burns and the Officers of the 4th Battalion.
That last phrase " the good old days of long ago,"
These dinners have now become an annual function
takes us back to the time when the gallant Colonel was
and we much look forward to entertaining the Officers
in command at the Depot, and when he and his
of the 4th Battalion at the Depot next year.
charming wife played so great a part in civic work of
General Sir George Milne paid us a short visit on
philanthropy, in the aiding of necessitous causes. No
11th December; he had a look at all the squads at
appeal went begging with the Colonel, and he and a
work and visited the Sergeants' Mess and Institutes.
little band of helpers of rare talent filled the local
This is the last time we shall see the Commanderin
theatre on very many occasions in aid of a worthy
Chief before he assumes the duties of Chief of the
cause. The name of Kelly in those days was one to
Imperial General Staff.
conjure with in the realms of amateur theatricals.
Captain Backhouse is on leave from the 2nd
In the direct line of sport we recall the football
Battalion and is staying with his people at Good
prowess
of Major, then Lieut., Tomlinson, who rendered
nestone. Major Tomlinson came down for the
yeoman
service to the local City team, in his early days
weekend on 12th December ; we were pleased to see
at the Depot, as centre half, and who today has works
him looking so well after his recent operation.
of mercy and amelioration so near his heart.
Hunting has suffered considerably as the result of
These are but two instances which come to mind
the frost and snow, both the Fast Kent and the
at the moment, but the number is legion of the
Shorncliffe Drag having been stopped for the past
occasions when the local Buffs' Depot and the citizens
fortnight. There are plenty of duck on the marshes
and rumours of geese, which it hoped will be
have joined hands in sport and pastimes. May the
substantiated.
same esprit de corps continue so long as Canterbury and
N
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the Buffs continue to exist. Canterbury will join with
us in extending to all Buffs, past and present, in a
spirit of sincerity and thankfulness, the good wishes
of the season of the year, which, above all seasons,
brings back the spirit of reminiscence, recalls good old
times, and looks ahead to future associations, both in
the realms of sport and pastimes.
Boxing.
Depot The Buffs v. Depot Royal .West Kent Regiment.
As the outcome of the boxing tournament,
organised by the Buffs', in the Territorial Drill Hall,
on November 19th, a challenge was received by the
Buffs from the Depot of the Royal West Kent
Regiment, at Maidstone. The teams were to be of
seven a side, consisting of one middleweight, two
welterweights, two lightweights and two feather
weights. The challenge was readily accepted by the
Buffs, who journeyed to Maidstone, on December 9th.
A thrilling struggle ensued, the Buffs eventually
running out the winners by four events to three. In
addition to this, Pte. A. S. Barr, of the Buffs, received
the special prize presented by the C.O. of the Royal
West Kent's Depot, for the pluckiest loser of the
meeting. A photograph of the Buffs' team is given
above. Results :—
FEATHERWEIGHTS.—Pte. Addison, R.W. Kent
Regiment, beat Pte. Hudd by the narrowest of
margins. The winner, after being down on points in
the first two rounds, just pulled the fight round in the
third session.
Pte. Cox, R.W. Kent Regiment, beat Pte. White
head after an extra round. The loser scored a lot of
points in the first two rounds, but was beaten by a
stronger man in the extra round.
MIDDLEWEIGHTS.—Pte. Murphy, The Buffs, beat
Pte. Saville, R.W. Kent Regiment, on points, after
a close hardhitting bout.
LIGHTWEIGHTS.—Pte. Spratt, The Buffs, beat
Pte. P. Jones, R.W. Kent Regiment, on points, the
winner's twohanded work just securing the verdict
for him in an even bout.
Pte. Belcher, 'the Buffs, beat Pte. Rose, R.W. Kent
Regiment, on points.
WELTERWEIGHTS.—Pte. Goodson, R.W. Kent
Regiment, beat Pte. Barr, The Buffs, after an extra
round. Barr scored a lot of points in the first two
rounds, but was floored three times in the third round.
He was given a great ovation at the end of the fight for
his pluck.
L/Cpl. Wilkinson, The Buffs, beat Pte. C. Jones,
R.W. Kent Regiment on points. This was the
deciding fight in the match, and both opened cautiously
in the first round. After this Wilkinson carried the
fight to his opponent and won comfortably in the third
round.
(The Kent Herald).
SERGEANTS' MESS.
Owing to the severe frosts during the early part of December
several members of the Mess were able to partake of some skating on
the Old Park Pond, and the heavy fall of snow also privileged the kiddies
to snowball just anyone they met—W.O.'s and Sergeants included.
Last winter the first fall of snow at Canterbury occurred on 21st
February, so it certainly seems as if we are to get our full ration of it
this season.
However, the change of scenery—for even the coal yard had a white
appearance for once—was very much appreciated and the cold snap
forced everybody to immediately don their winter clothing.
A recent visitor to the Depot was Mr. Geard (late Sergt.), who,
when serving with the 2nd Battalion in 1921 made no bones about
his dislike for Mespot, and accordingly took the first boat for Blighty,
settling in civilian life at Dover. I am glad to say he is just as big and
cheerful as ever he was, and also in good employment.
C.S.M. Deeks also paid us a visit, after completing his course at the
School of Musketry, Hythe. He has by now, returned to West Africa,
the climate of which apparently agrees with him.
At the first two Whist Drives held during the past month the
following were the prizewinners

Ladies ; 1st
Ladies : 2nd
Gents. : 1st
Gents. : 2nd.....:
Lucky Draw
Lucky Draw.

20th November.

Mrs. Partridge.
Miss Horn.
Mr. Holloway.
Cr.Sgt. Edwards.
.Mrs. Dance.
Mr. Gale.

1st December.
Ladies : 1st..
Mrs. Holloway.
Ladies : 2nd
Miss Martin.
Gents. : 1st
Mr. Danton.
Gents. : 2nd
C.S.M. Jones.
Lucky Draw
Mrs. Holloway.
Mrs. Holloway is to be congratulated on scoring a double event
the same evening.
We were pleased to see R.S.M. Dare, Sgt. Beal and Mr. Tovey on
their visit to Canterbury in connection with our Boxing Tournament
on 19th November, and I amsure they will agree it was well worth while
travelling from Portland to here tosee such an excellent show, especially
as Sgt. Beal added yet another Trophy to his wellearned large collec .
tion.
In our recent Indoor Tournament games Sergt. Smith proved
to be the Snooker champion, on which we congratulate him. ^ Nobody
completed sufficient Jazz Billiard games to allow of a decision being
arrived at; this event will consequently run on—together with Darts—
as our next series of games for the Indoor Tournament Shield.
A.Q.M.S. Swan has left us on his being discharged in consequence
of the disbandment of the Corps of Military Accountants. We wish
him and his family the best of luck and health in the future.
After several unavoidable postponements the Spoon Shoot for
September and October was carried out on the Solano Range on 2nd
December. The Annual Shooting Cup Competition was also coupled
with this event.
Sgt. Emery and L/Sgt. Bromley tied with a score of 51 each for the
Cup, but on firing off the tie L/Sgt. Bromley proved the winner with
a score of 56 against Sgt. Emery's 52. We therefore heartily con
gratulate the junior member of our Mess on his excellent achievement.
Sgt. Emery, however, with the help of a few handicap points in
credit, won the Silver Spoon, L/Sgt. Hancock being the Runnerup.
The Wooden Spoon went to L/Sgt. Petley.
The last Whist Drive before Christmas took place on 15th December
when a bumper attendance occupied 21 tables.
The prizes, which consisted of bottles of wines and spirits, made
excellent gifts at this time of the year, and Mrs. Parslow was lucky in
securing a double event.
The following were the prizewinners :—
Lucky Draw (from Cards of last Drive)
Mrs. Parslow.
Lucky Draw (from Cards of last Drive)
Sgt. Larkin.
Score.
Ladies 1st.
Mrs. Ongley
175
„ 2nd.
Mrs. Parslow
171
„ Booby. Miss Bailey
0
Gents. 1st.
C.Q.M.S. Taylor (2nd Battalion)
171
„ 2nd.
Mr. Pratt
170
„ Booby. Mrs. Petley
0
<
Lucky Draw (extra prize)
Mrs. Winch.
Lucky Draw (extra prize)
Mr. Prebble.
Thus ten bottles of good cheer were struck off charge.
The increased attendances at our Whist Drives this season only
tend to support the fact of their popularity. We therefore most heartily
congratulate the hardworking committee on its success.

CORPORALS' MESS.
I am afraid notes for this month will be very short as nothing very
exciting has taken place during the past month—unless I mention the
studying that went on. Nearly all the members have been through a
promotion exam., the results of which were very satisfactory. One
or two are still wondering what a Choke Trench Board is, and if anyone
could enlighten us on the matter we would be very pleased, if only for
Massa's sake, who thinks it is a new kind of flower. I mentioned last
month that L/c. Bosely had won the wooden spoon, but Massa and
Boy Allen couldn't see that and so they fired off for it, the winner being
the latter, but somehow I believe he was after those buckshie three
points.
Our next shoot comes off on Wednesday, 16th and as Sam won
the first and there are still five more left of the same pattern we had
better keep a watch out for high scores.
We extend a hearty welcome to Waffy Wade who joined us last
week for a tour of duty. Nothing could be better, especially for the
football team, and our captain has already organised the team, and
with the assistance of L/c. Spence from the Depot team we have still
hopes in the future.
For two months now no games have taken place excepting for a
try out with the new team and I must give credit for our Captain's
choice of players. It is true we lost, and after you have seen the players
there can be only one reason for their downfall, a thing I have said all
along, i.e., the Colours.
Charlie Collier has said goodbye to Mess and ventured forth into
civilian life in which we wish him the best of luck.
The Glory Hole is still a favourite retreat. Mac. has taken over
chief engineer with the gramaphone, which, wonder of wonders, still
manages to scrape out a tune.
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Left to right—S/Sergt. Fletcher. Pte. Spratt. Pte. Murphy. L/Corpl. Wilkinson. L/Corpl. Kemp.
Pte. Belcher. Major J. V. R. Jackson. Capt. N. D. Rice. Pte. Barr.
Pte. Whitehead. Pte. Hudd.
I must also mention that Chocklate has joined the suicide Brigade
by buying a motor bike. Of course he thinks it is cheaper than walk
ing, but Doug, is still shaking his head ; I believe he had his first lesson,
seeing that his has changed colour.
He is trying to stop it just at present, and being that time is short,
I must let you know the result next month.

Things heard on Parade.

The second half commenced with the Corporals taking the lead
with a goal through Stubber.
From the kickoff there was only one team to be seen, and between
the dark and the daylight the Squad managed to score three more goals.
Result:—Corporals, 2 ; Squad, 4.

EDMAR.

Recruit (reporting for fatigues).—" Good Morning, Cook, got much to
do ? "
Ord. Cook.—" Much to doo ! ! ! Why ? "
Recruit.—" Well, I would so like to get away. My Papa is coming to
see me.''
The Squad Sergeant was having five minutes' questions and answer,
and going up to one bright looking youth asked : " What's the length
of a pace ? ''
" Thirty inches," replied the smart youth."
There was a grunt of satisfaction from the Sergeant, who looking
along the ranks, espied another fellow, looking for all the world as if
he had found his ticket.
" What's the length of a pace ? " asked the Sergeant of this lad.
" Oh ! Ah, Ah, thirteen inches," replied the elegant one.
There were only two words from the Sergeant "—" ? "
"and
the elegant one putting his fist up to the first one, remarked, " Why
don't you speak louder ? I could have sworn that was the number
you said."

General's Inspection.

General.—" How old are you, lad ? "
Recruit.—" 25 years, Sir."
General.—" What were you before you joined the Army ? "
Recruit.—" 24 and six months, Sir.

Company Football.
CPLS. V. OCTOBER SQUAD.

As I have mentioned before, this was the debut of the new team,
but in any case the result was a great shock.
The Corporals scored first through the able Sam against a strong
wind.
Just before the halftime the Squad managed to draw level, from
whence the ball came, Doughy the goalie is still wondering.

The Vyvyan Salt.
ACQUISITION

A

BY

VICTORIA

AND

ALBERT

MUSEUM.

FTER efforts extending over more than a year,
the Victoria and Albert Museum has acquired
the Vyvyan Salt, a piece of Elizabethan silver of
exceptional interest which will rank as one of the major
possessions of the Museum.
This standing salt, one of the finest in the country,
was formerly a family possession of the Vyvyans of
Trelowarren, Cornwall. It is designed as a square
tower, supported on four lions and surmounted by a
domed cover carrying a figure of Justice. An un
common feature consists of panels of verre eglomise
(glass decorated with gold and silver leaf and colour),
bearing designs and motives adapted from Geoffrey
Whitney's " Choice of Emblemes," published in 1586.
Medallions of similar work on the cover show heads
of heroes of antiquity. The silver is richly gilt
throughout and embossed with characteristic Eliza
bethan decoration of masks, fruit and cartouchework.
It bears in various places the London hallmark for
1592 with an unknown maker's mark " WH " with
what is conjectured to be a flower.
The whole is
admirably built up and proportioned and stands in all
nearly 16 inches in height. It is exhibited among the
Recent Acquisitions in the Central Court (Room 43).
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4th Battalion.
^E hope by now you have
W1 all recovered from

your Christmas festivities! We
wish you luck and prosperity in
the New Year and hope 1926
may be a record, both with
regards to recruiting and the
general success of the Battalion.
The month has been devoted
to steady drills and to Christmas
prize giving reunions. "A" Coy.
have given dinners for their men
at Sandwich, Ramsgate and
Margate to be followed, we under
stand, early in the New Year,
by one at Heme Bay.
The Sandwich Dinner took
place on the 16th inst. and was
well attended. It was followed
by a most interesting lantern
lecture by Captain Witts on the doings of the 4th
Battalion during the war. This little detachment is
progressing most favourably and is indeed a credit
to the Battalion and to Captain Witts and Lieut. James
who command it.
The Ramsgate dinner was held on Thursday, 17th,
and was a most enjoyable and friendly little gathering.
The catering, by one of the Ramsgate Alderman, who
is a keen supporter of the Battalion, left nothing to be
desired, and there were many old friends of the
detachment present. The Dinner was followed by a
most pleasing prize distribution. Tradesmen in Rams
gate had given some fifty prizes, mostly in kind, which
were awarded by Captain Witts, as in prewar days, for
attendances at drills and shooting. The first prize
winner had some seventy drills to his credit.
The Margate dinner takes place on the 22nd inst.
and will be reported in our next issue. The energetic
local recruiting committee at Heme Bay under the
chairmanship of George Curzons, Esq., (who has
recently been elected to the association) have great
plans for a prize giving dinner when their four beautiful
cups will be bestowed. The local Chamber of Trade
has recently subscribed for one of these cups. It is
indeed a beauty and was officially handed over at a
meeting at the Heme Bay College on the 15th inst.
The Sittingbourne annual prizegiving was held
on the 12th. It was as successful as ever and the
Hall was well filled apart from the local detachment,
by a large gathering of their friends and representatives
from all other companies in the battalion. Here too,
there was a long prize Hst, mostly consisting of gifts
in kind from local tradespeople. The evening was
extended by music and many admirable speeches,
which we hope will be reported at length in the
company notes. We were glad to see, on this occasion,
an old friend back again in the person of C.Q.M.S.
Taylor of the 2nd BattaHon.
Canterbury has not yet definitely decided the date
of their prizegiving, but it is to be held, we under
stand, early in the New Year and as befits the
Battalion H.Q. detachment, is, we understand, to be
a record. The Canterbury dances have continued
during the month. A very special effort is being made
on New Year's Eve, when we hope that all friends of
the battalion will turn up in full force.
The "C" Company reunion took place on the 19th
at Cranbrook. Many of the old 5th Battalion friends
were present and there was a good muster of the
company. After the presentation of cups for Drills,
Shooting, etc., there were some excellent speeches by
Captain Winch, the C.O., Colonel Horsley, and others.
The detachment have much to be proud of in that they

are increasing in numbers and easily top the battalion
in shooting averages. We were pleased to welcome on
this occasion our newly joined recruits from
Horsmonden.
"D" Company are to hold a dinner, we understand,
in the New Year. Recruiting here for the Machine
Gunners and Transport has been satisfactory, but
more men are wanted for the company and our two
year old cry for more officers in Dover is still as loud
as ever. We understand that Folkestone held a dance
on Friday, 18th, which we hope, was as cheery
as ever. This detachment keep up their numbers
very well.
Representatives from the battalion visited the
Isle of Wight early in the month to select a site for
annual training. As is now generally known, we go
to Sandown fpr the first fortnight in June. The site
chosen is delightful. It is within 100 yards of the sea
and we hope to have for our use the old fort. There
are good training areas on the downs close at hand and
amusements for the men in Sandown, Shanklin and
Ryde. The problem of the moment is how to get
there. One rumour has it that the Lord Warden is
chartering a fleet of rowboats from Dover ! !
"A" COMPANY (THANET) .
1. RAMSGATE PLATOON.—Capt. J. E. Monins, J.P., Ringwould

near Deal, who served with the If4th Battalion The Buffs during the
war, has presented to the noncommissioned officers of the Ramsgate
Detachment of The Buffs Territorials a £50 Burndept four valve
wireless outfit, in order to make their clubroom " more pukka and
less kutcha" to use Captain Monin's Indian phrase. Captain C. S. F.
Witts desires to publicly thank Captain Monins through The Dragon
for his kindly thought and generous gift. With wireless, two billiard
tables, coffee bar and canteen, reading room and miniature range
and no club subscription' the Ramsgate Buffs are well provided for.
On Thursday last some 40 N.C.O.'s and men sat down to an
excellent dinner consisting of hot roast beef, brussels sprouts, potatoes,
Christmas pudding, cheese and celery, the liquid refreshment
according to the menu was " Pini Ka pani" Hindustani for drinking
water, but we did not see any of it. The beverages drunk
were of a much darker colour, with a head on it, the Hindustani inter
pretation of which we do not know ! The catering was in the hands
of Messrs. T. W. Mockridge, Caterers of Ramsgate. Thanks to the
generosity of the numerous supporters of the Territorial Detachment
in Ramsgate and the untiring energy of Captain Witts, 50 prizes of
goods and cash were presented to the N.C.O.'s and men for shooting
and drill attendance during the year. The Burge Cup, presented
by Major Burge in 1903 a former Company Commander for field
firing, was won by No. 5 Section under LanceSergeant Tomkins. The
Recruiting Shield presented by Captain Witts for the largest number
of recruits introduced during the year and augmented by a cheque,
value £1 from Company Funds, was won by Bugler H. J. Home with
14 recruits. The Lewis Gun Cup was won by Bugler W. R. Gisby
and the Arundel Miniature Range Cup by LanceCorporal F. Hammon
for the second year in succession. Silver spoons for monthly Miniature
Range Contests were won by Sgt. L Jennings, LjCpls. F. Hammon
and W. Reynolds. Prizes for the ten best attendances at drill during
the year were won bv :—
DRILLS.

Corporal C. H. Mantle
67
Bugler H. J. Home
66
Bugler P. Williams
...
65
Drummer L Scott
64
Private F. Hitch
60
Bugler W. R. Gisby
59
L/Cpl. F. Hammon ...
...
...
...
...
...
58
Sgt. L. Jennings
56
Bugler Burnap
...
51
L/Cpl. W. Reynolds
..
49
Miniature Cups were awarded to the winners of various trophies.
2. SANDWICH PLATOON inaugurated their first Christmas Dinner
since their formation in April, 1925, when some twentyfive Buffs sat
down to an excellent dinner at the Ship Inn, Sandwich, catered for by
the licencee, Mrs. Hayman, the Menu consisting of hot roast beef of
Old England, brussel sprouts, potatoes, Christmas pudding, cheese,
celery, crackers, cigarettes and a buff coloured liquid as lubricant.
The officers present were Major B. S. Collard, Capt. C. S. F. Witts,
Lieut. The Hon. Walter James, who commands the Sandwich Platoon.
At the request of the N.C.O.'s and Men who are nearly all exCadets,
Cadet Captain W. C. Collins was invited to join the happy little
gathering. After an excellent meal the Detachment adjourned to the
Drill Hall where Capt. Witts gave a lantern lecture " with the l/4th
Buffs in the East" illustrated by 100 photographic slides, to which
lecture the public were invited, and did attend. We congratulate
Lieut. James, Quarter Master Twyman and Sgt. Elvery on having
arranged a very successful evening.
3. MARGATE AND HERNE BAY PLATOONS have been very quiet
this winter and we hope to hear from 2/Lieut. Parrett and 2/Lieut.
Iggulden of their doings in the New Year..

THE
Sittingbourne Detachment.
ANNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBUTION AND SMOKING CONCERT.

Something like a return to oldtime enthusiasm was seen in the
Drill Hall, Sittingbourne, on Saturday evening, on the occasion of the
annual prize distribution and smoking concert in connection with
the Sittingbourne Detachment, "B" Company, 4th Battalion, the
Buffs. In prewar days Sittingbourne once boasted of a full Company
of Territorials, 140 strong. Now, with the memories of the Great War
still with us, we are content to form half a Company, the other half
being made up by Canterbury, Heme Bay, and Whitstable. Still,
with the energising influence of Captain Donald Dean, V.C., to push
matters along, the Sittingbourne and Milton Territorials are steadily
increasing; and before long they hope to bring the strength up to
100. A festive spirit pervaded the atmosphere on Saturday evening.
Under the hands of Sgt.Instructor H. G. Freeman, the hall had been
beautifully and elaborately decorated, and thanks to the central
heating system that has been installed, the atmosphere was quite
comfortable, contrasted to the refrigerating chamber which it used to
be in winter.
The Company Officer, Captain Donald J. Dean, V.C., was in the
chair, supported by Lieut.Col. E B. Burns, Battalion Commandant;
Colonel F. Manwaring Dunstan, T.D., the former Colonel of the
Battalion ; the Rev. A. P. McNeile, Hon. Chaplain to the Battalion ;
the Rev. Dr. A. Jones, vicar of Sittingbourne; Lieut.Colonel C.
Franklyn Wright, Suffolk Regiment; Major A. J. Evans; Major
R. S. Scott, D.S.O. ; Major F. V. Budden ; Major W. H. F. Noble,
Assistant Commissioner, Commanding St. John Ambulance Brigade,
Kent ; Captain Leslie Doubleday; Captain Lionel Smith, com
manding Dover Company ; Captain C. A. Winch, commanding the
Weald Company ; Captain C. F. S. Witts, commanding the Thanet
Company ; Captain F. H. Keeler, Quartermaster of the Battalion ;
Captain A. S. Lowe ; Lieut. E G. Chambers, Sittingbourne Detach
ment ; Lieut. R. S. Poile and 2/Lieut. E G. Parish, "B" Company ;
Lieut. F. F. Boucher, 2nd Kent Volunteer Battalion ; and Lieut.
F. C. Jones, R.F.A. The civic element was represented by Councillor
W. E Jarrett (Chairman) and Councillor E. F. Handcock, Sitting
bourne Urban Council. A welcome visitor was Sgt.Major W. Taylor,
the old vSergeant Instructor at Sittingbourne (who is now with the
2nd Battalion of the Buffs at Portland), and who was able to attend
the annual prize giving. Territorials (both Buffs and R.F.A.) from
Canterbury, Herne Bay, Whitstable and Dover were also present and,
with friends, the hall was full up.
Entertainment, not speechifying, was the order of the evening.
The 4th Buffs are not wordspinners ; " Deeds, not words," is their
motto.
The toast of "The King" was loyally observed.
During the evening the Chairman said how pleased they were to
have the Officer Commanding the Battalion, their late Commanding
Officer, and all the officers of the Battalion as well as friends from the
town and district, with them that evening ; they were pleased to see
them all there, and Captain Dean humorously added that they had
never had the pleasure of meeting them on those occasions in a warm
hall before. (Laughter). The Sittingbourne Detachment, he said,
numbered 65 men. They had lost 26 during the year, and had 21
recruits, so that they were hardly holding their own. They were
anxious to get the numbers up to 100. The best recruiters were the
men of the Company. He was pleased to tell them that the camp
next year would be in the Isle of Wight, in the first fortnight in June,
and he hoped to see a good muster. It was the only time when they
got the Battalion together, and he hoped they would have a good
attendance and a certain amount of pleasure as well. The Chairman
appealed to employers of labour to let the men off for the
annual training. The Chairman referred to the pleasure it was to see
Sgt.Major Taylor there, and *they were pleased to have Sergeant
Freeman, his successor, with them. No mention of the Company
would be complete without the mention of Sgt.Major Wood, who
was with them before the war, during the war, and since the war he
had been of very great assistance indeed. Captain Dean said he would
like also to thank Lieut. Chambers for making the arrangements for
that evening, and in arranging the prize list. They much appreciated,
too, the great kindness of the townspeople who had given the prizes.
(Applause).
Accompanied by Captain Dean, Lieut. Chambers and Sergeant
Freeman, Lieut.Colonel Burns then proceeded to the table bearing
the trophies and prizes, and amid much enthusiasm, presented them
to the respective winners. The list is as follows :—
TRADESMEN'S PRIZE SHOOT.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Sgt. F. J. Clancy
Pte. L P. Connell
Pte. H. R. Sinclair
vSgt. W. E. Watson
Cpl. A. T. Farrett
Pte. G. F. Wilson
C.S.M. F. Wood
Pte. T. D. Knight
Pte. F. W. Sheridan
Pte. R. J. Costen
A/Sgt. C. J. Wood
Pte. T. U. Costen
L/Cpl. G. Dane
L/Cpl. R. Dunn
L/Cpl. S. J. Hockey
Pte. L C. Newbv
Pte. H. G. Boakes

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Pte. H. J. Jarrett
L/Cpl. E. C. Lepper
Pte. W. Mount
Pte. F. Allen
Pte. D. Hambrook
Sgt. W. G. Hollands
Pte. J. Clayton
Pte. J. Frost
Pte. S. J. Dawton
Cpl. Johnson
Pte. H. E. Hubbard
Pte. W. Huggins
Pte. C. H. Cooper
Pte. R. E Hampshire
L/Cpl. G. W. Davis
Pte. A. W. Burnett
L/Cpl. V. T. Chambers
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MARKSMEN'S CHALLENGE CUP.

1. Lt. E. G. Chambers
2. C.S.M. F. Wood
3. Sgt. F. J. Clancy.
"EAST KENT GAZETTE" CUP.

1. Pte. T. D. Knight
2. Sgt. W. E Watson
3. Sgt. F. J. Clancy.
COLONEL LUMLEY WEBB CUP.

1. A/Sgt. C. T. Wood
2. Cpl. A. T. Farrett
3. Pte. L. P. Connell.
RECRUITS' CUP.

1. Pte. F. E E. Allen
2. Pte. G. F. Wilson
3. Pte. H. E. Hubbard.
GRANT CUP.

1. L/Cpl. G. W. Davis

2.

L/Cpl. Hockey

BEST TURNOUT.

1. Pte. T. D. Knight

2.

Pte. J. Frost

PLATOON CUP.

No. 8 Platoon.
Sgt. F. J. Clancy (Platoon Comdr.)
L/Cpl. S. G. Hockey
Pte. F. E. Allen
L/Cpl. G. W. Davis
Pte. H. J. Jarrett
L/Cpl. R. Dunn
Pte. J. H. Clayton
Pte. T. A. Knight
Pte. G. F. Wilson
SECTION CUP.

No. 16 Section—No. 8 Platoon.
L/Cpl. R. Dunn (Section Comdr.)
L/Cpl. S. G. Hockey
Pte. T. A. Knight
L/Cpl. G. W. Davis
Pte. H. J. Jarrett
Pte. G. F. Wilson
Pte. F. E Allen
"BUNGING IN" PRIZE (Recruiting).

Sgt. Watson.
The donors of prizes were as follows :— Mr. G. Ash, value 5/0 ;
Mr. Ambrose, value 7/6 ; Mr. Appleby, joint value 5/0 ; Mrs. Argent,
5/0; Mr. Bennett, West Street, writing ca.se 9/6; Mr. Berry, 10/6;
Captain Bedelle, 10/6 ; Mr. Bloxham, value 5/0; Lieut. Boucher,
10/0 ; Mr. Butler, Empire Picture Hall, a month's pass ; Mr. Barry,
5/0 ; Mr. Buggs, bottle of port; Messrs. Cremer, iced cake ; Messrs.
R. and J. Crittenden, shirt value 6/11 ; Messrs. Croft, value 5/0;
Cooperative Society, Ltd., set of carvers ; Mr. Dolding, value 5/0 ;
Mr. Easton, value 5/0 ; Messrs. Fletcher, joint 5/0 ; Messrs. Fremlin,
10/0 ; Messrs. Freeman, Hardy and Willis, value £1/1/0 ; Mr. Fenner,
Murston, 5/0; Mr. French; Mr. Filmer, 10/6; Mrs. Gabriel, pot
pourri jar ; Mr. A. L Goble, 5/0 ; Messrs. Gorely, value 5/0; Mrs.
O. L Honeyball, Newgardens, £1/1/0; Mr. E F. Handcock, eight
medals; Messrs. Honeyball, 10/6; Messrs. Hulburd and Son, ham;
Mrs. Handcock, East Street, 2/6 ; Mr. Pearce James, 5/0 ; Mr. H. G.
Jones, 5/0 ; Messrs. Lipton, Ltd., 10/6 ; Messrs. Lowe and Son, £1 ;
Mr. Maxfield, The Queen's, 10/6; Messrs. May and Sayers, value
7/6; Mr. Mannering, value 5/0; Mr. L Millen, joint value 5/0;
Mr. A. J. Mills, High Street, tobacco and pouch value 7/6 ; Mr. W. D.
Noble. The George, value 5/0 ; Mr. Neale, Key Street, cake; Messrs.
W. J. Owens, value 5/0 ; Messrs. W. J. Parrett, Ltd., 10/0 ; Mr. F.
Palmer, value 5/0 ; Messrs. Prentis, High Street, bottle of port;
Messrs. J. Peters and Sons, attache case ; Mr. Robinson, High Street,
bottle of port; Messrs. T. Standen and Sons, 10/0 ; Mr. W. E. Smart,
walking stick ; Mr. Snelling, East Street, value 5/0 ; Mr. Skinner,
value 5/0 ; Mr. Sewry, value 5/0 ; Mr. C. Smith, High Street, value
5/0; Messrs. Taylor and Streeter, value 5/0; Messrs. Webb and
Co., value 7/6 ; the World's Stores, fish eaters ; Mr. J. H. Whibley,
5/0 ; Mr. H. Williams, value 10/0.
After the presentation the Chairman thanked Colonel Burns for
handing the prizes to the winners.
Lieut.Colonel Burns, in reply, said he was very pleased to be there,
adding that the gathering had become a sort of a reunion of
the Battalion. With regard to Captain Dean's report, he would like
to support what he said about employers of labour letting men off for
the annual camp. The training had been arranged for the first
fortnight in June, in the Isle of Wight—he did not know why the Isle
of Wight should be so favoured. They would remember that last
year, during the General's inspection, he said they were the strongest
Battalion in the Division, and he hoped that by next year they would
be up to strength. Last year was the end of the four years' period,
and many had left; but he was glad to say that a great many were
coming along. The Colonel said he thought that thanks were due to
a firm in the town, who set an example to a good many firms in letting
men off—he referred to Messrs. Smeed, Dean and Co. (Applause).
There was also another firm to whom their thanks were due, Messrs.
Lloyd. (Applause). He therefore took that opportunity of thanking
those firms for what they had done. (Applause). " In these days,'
said the Colonel, " money is rather tight, and we have been much
exercised in carrying out what has been done. I should like, how
ever, to thank Captain Dean for what he has done in organizing the
Company. Very few realise the enormous amount of work it entails
—he is at it morning, noon, and night, and I heartily thank him for
it. I should also like to thank you all, and to wish you a prosperous
New Year," (Cheers and musical honours).
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Blinder and Dusty.

day since they left the service, our two pals
had tramped London inside out in one long,
vain and hopless search for work. With money spent,
boots worn out and clothing shabby, they were
struggling hard to keep afloat in a sea of adversity,
hoping that one day, the good ship " Fortune " would
pick them up and bring them safely into the harbour
of happiness.
" Yer know, Blinder " said Dusty, as late one night
the pair gleamed into the moonlit waters of the
Thames, from the parapet of Waterloo Bridge"' If me
and you only 'ad a ' touch me' for every bloke thats
jumped orf 'ere into that pawney—my word ! we
wouldn't 'alf 'ave some chips. Yer know it makes a
bloke feel like
"
" Now then—chuck it" interjected Blinder.
" Whats yer finking
abawt ? Trying to shove the
wind up me by saying yer was goin' over, and wants
me to keep yer company ? Not in these trousers,
Dusty old sport; wouldn't mind if it was a swimming
barf."
" Yer've got the wrong end of the stick mate,
replied Dusty. ' I 'ad a bright idea, that if you was
to jump in fust and started yellin' for 'elp, and then
I went in arterwards and saved yer from drowning,
why all the papers would be full of it in the morning ;
then, when the public got to 'ear as 'ow it was that
a poor bloke awt of work saved a man from suicide at
the risk of 'is life, they'd send me quids an' quids, so
that when me an' you shared awt—why ! we'd be
blinking Rofchilds."
" A blooming good idea " answered Blinder, " but
suppose yer didn't save me."
" Blimey ! yer're always asking silly questions :
can't yer see we wouldn't be able' to share awt—thats
all. Besides, whats yer never 'as yer never misses."
" Now then you two loafers ; get a move on and
don't hang about here all night." As the words were
spoken, so the light from a policeman's bulls eye flashed
on their faces : the man of law and order looked aghast
as he exclaimed—
" What! BUnder and Dusty. Well, I'm sorry
I called you loafers, but I didn't know you in the dark,
and its only a habit a policeman gets into. Tell me—
what are you doing here this time of night ?"
" What are we doin' 'ere, Smudger ?" replied
Blinder. " Why, we're down and out—that's all.
Yer know us too well to fink us scroungers, but Gawd
knows we've tramped and tramped until the blisters
burst in our boots looking for graft—but the same
old tale of 'nuffink doin'."
" Well mates," answered Smudger, "once a Buff
always a Buff. Take this couple of bob and I wish you
luck: give me a shake of the hand and ' Good
Night'."
" Lummie!" Exclaimed Dusty, after the fairy
Godfather of the good old days continued his beat.
" Fancy meeting old Smudger like that: I always
knew 'e was a good un by the way 'e used to blow the
froth orf 'is beer. That couple of bob will get us a
kip tonight and see us frew tomorrow. Come on
Blinder, keep yer pecker up."
Next morning, our two pals strolled into the local
Library to scan the papers when they spotted the
following advertisement:—
WANTED AT ONCE.—Several strong men for
excavating. Previous experience not necessary.
Apply
It was not long before the pair—with the aid of the
balance from Smudger's two bob—found themselves
at Hoxton, interviewing the writer of the advertise
ment, to which they had replied in person.
" Are you used to digging ?" he asked. Both
Blinder and Dusty assured the enquirer they were very
much so.

" Alright; you've got to shovel the earth out of
this pit into them carts and its no easy task, I can tell
you : then, when that is done, you have to dig out
more earth, and fill more carts, so you can start away
at once."
With coats off and shirt sleeves tucked up, our
pals soon set about the business, only too pleased to
earn a few shillings, but somehow, they formed the
opinion all was not right, as other workers on the job
appeared more interested in watching the two new
arrivals than working themselves. As each cart filled
by Blinder and Dusty moved off, there was overheard
distinct murmering made in conjunction with fierce
looks, that made things fairly uncomfortable.
" I wonder what them there blokes are grousin'
abawt ?" said Blinder to his pal. Seems as if they
don't like to see me and you abucking in to a day's
graft."
" Why, they don't like the fort of the word
' work' " answered Dusty. " I reckons that work
to them chaps is like a dose of opium—the moment
they 'as it, they feels as if they wants to go to sleep."
The suspicions of our two pals were soon justified
by one of the gang—presumably the leader—strolling
across and, thrusting both his hands behind the
strappings of a leather belt, at once commenced to air
his views.
*
" I 'as to tell you two chaps that yer only 'as to fill
six of them there carts in a working day of eight 'ours
an' yer've been an' filled six on 'em already, an' it
aint one o'clock yet."
" Well, what's it to do wiv you if me an' my mate
fills twenty blooming six ?" answered Dusty.
" To do wiv me ! To do wiv me ! " yelled the
leader of the gang ; " Don't yer know its against the
rules of the Amalgamated National Society of Cart
Fillers and Lead Swingers and if it got to the ears of
the Secretary, yer'd 'ave to stop work for a day
to make up for the extras."
" Will 'e " spoke Blinder. " You and your mates
of that 'ere union can go an' boil yer blinking selves—
an' that's that."
" Oh, if that's yer argument, we'll see the govenor,
an' if 'e gives us no satisfaction, we down tools an'
goes on strike until 'e does—an' that's that" came the
sharp retort.
As to be expected, complaint was made to the
' Govenor' that the rules and regulations of the
Amalgamated National Society of Cart Fillers and
Lead Swingers were being broken by our two pals,
and moreover, as they were nonunion men, their
instant discharge was demanded.
Very soon Blinder and Dusty were on the carpet
and requested not to break the rules, as no strike was
desired, more so, as the job was a contract one ; at
the same time they were ordered to join the union
under pain of having to seek work elsewhere. This
was not to the liking of our pals at all, who could not
understand how the ' Govenor' took orders from his
workers.
"If you employs these 'ere loafers, Sir" said
Blinder, " its up to you to see they obeys orders : its
not for them or their bloomin' union to say 'ow many
carts me an' my mate 'as to fill, but to do their own bit
of graft, an' if they don't do it, to shove 'em all in the
clink and
"
" Beg pardon, Sir " chipped in Dusty ; ? " me an'
my pal 'as been seven years in the army, an' 'e means
yer'Ought to chuck 'em awt if they won't do a day s
work."
" What!" replied the Governor. " I am fully aware
that in the army, men obey the orders of their com
manders, but you are not in the army now ; things
are entirely opposite."
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" Then I reckons, if I was in your place, I'd go on
strike and cut their money awt for a few weeks, until
they done what they was told. Come on Dusty ; get
yer coat on—this is no place for a true blooded citizen."
It was some time before our pals had the luck to
get another job, which consisted of carrying hods of
bricks up a fifty feet ladder. Our heroes stood with
their hods at the slope, in close proximity to the
bottom rung, wondering if ever they would reach the
top, which to them, appeared quite adjacent to a blue
cloud hovering in the sky. " I reckons we ought to
say ' Good Bye ' " said Blinder, " as somehow, I feels
we'll never see each other again."
" Give us yer mit" answered Dusty. " If I gets
shoved awt of mess, don't forget them there packet of
gaspers in me ole' coat."
The the ascent commenced, each with his hod of
bricks : the first dozen rungs were duly manipulated,
but when a sudden feeling came over Blinder that he
was getting further away from the ground, he looked
down and shouted to Dusty—who was following close
behind—"'Ere Dusty, what abawt a rest?"
" What's yer looking down for ?" came the reply.
" Yer 'as to look to yer front goin' up a ladder."
" Look to me blinking front ? " said Blinder.
" Blimey! I can see over the dome of St. Paul's
already."
When the pair were about twothirds of the way
up the ladder, it began to bend and sway to such an
extent that Blinder again yelled out " What the h—11
are yer shaking the ladder for ? If yer don't leave
orf, I'll sling me 'od down on yer." He had hardly
got the words out of his mouth when the reason of the
unstableness was discovered through another man
descending, and spotting our two pals, ordered them
to make room by getting round the other side of the
ladder; neither of the pair felt inclined for acrobatic
performances with hods of bricks—in fact, they had
tackled a job almost beyond their powers, as each had
been trained in a regiment, not in a battleship.
" If yer don't get awt of the way I'll tread on yer
bloomin' 'ead," shouted the man on top, and before
poor Blinder knew where he was, a full sized navvy's
ten with hobnails, deposited itself on his upper storey.
" Gawd Lummie !" he shouted, at the same time letting
go the hod of bricks : then he felt he was falling, and
swinging his arms round the ladder commenced to
descend, or rather slide down, and, coming into contact
with Dusty, the pair continued the journey, and
assisted by the force of accelerated gravity, reached
the bottom with a thud—minus hods and bricks.
The foreman rushed up, and using a volume of
bad language, accused the pair of tackling a job they
knew nothing at all about.
" What! don't know anyfink abawt this job ? "
answered Dusty, whilst he and his pal were trying to
soothe their aches and pains. " Neiver will the bloke
who trod on me 'ead in abawt five minutes " —and
he didn't!
J.E.
Continued in March number).

Boxalls—Beans.
BY RINGHAM WELL.
One " Summers" day " Alexander" went on
pass, just for a " Holliday " so to speak. Being a
" Bigg " strong " Mann," he filled his " Pack " and
went out " West." Now, having formerly been a
" Butler " he naturally knew a few cooks, and one in
particular was not adverse to a little " Love," so he
decided to " Knocker " up on his way.

On reaching the house, " FirmstoneLee," as it was
named, he rang the " Bell," and lo, before you could
say " Knapp " there appeared his " Honey—well " ;
looking " Hale," " Brown," and hearty. Come
" Wright" in, said she, and whilst I get the " Kettle "
boiling, you help yourself from the " Barrell" over
there, as I know you prefer a drop straight from the
" Wood." "
After tea, they strolled out into the adjoining
" Field," watching the " Balaams " skipping about,
whilst the beautiful " White " daises waved gently
to and fro in the breeze. " Brown " upon the stillness
of the evening air came the sound of the old village
pump, which could be heard for " Miles " around, as
it wanted some " Hoyle " very badly. In fact, it got
on his nerves so much, that he decided to sling his
" Hook" and " Potter" off, instead of staying to
" Spooner " as he at first intended.
This got her "Paddy" up; and as he did not
like words (he'd " Adams " before) he " Maunder'd "
off ; in fact neither " Lyons " or tigers could have
kept him there any logger. To drown his sorrows he
visited the village pub, and got so inebriated that the
village Police " Sargent " had to " Kerry " him to the
Casual " Ward" for the night. Of course nosey
"Parker" would do something like that, with the
result that it cost " Alex " a small " Goldsack " next
day for being drunk and disorderly.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
The 1st Battalion.
INFANTRY.
THE BUFFS.—Lt. R. J. P. ThorneThorne resigns his commn. (Dec.

9).
THE BUFFS.—Capt. W. T. Johnston, M.C., having attained the age
limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Off. (Nov. 22).
4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—Lt. G. N. Manley, from General List, T.A.,
to be Lt. (Nov. 18).
THE BUFFS.—Col. C.L.Porter, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., is granted
the temporary rank of Col. Comdt. whilst Bde. Area Commander in
India (Sept. 14th).

The Depot.
DISCHARGES.

6282955 Pte. F. Lower, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a) K.R.,
171125.
6282202 Boy W. Pullinger, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) (a)
K R. 24—11—25
' 6282801 Pte! W. Wilkins, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (6) K.R.,
24^1125.
312642 Pte. R. Woods, discharged under para. 363 (xxviii) K.R.,
61225.
6280320 Cpl. C. Collier and 312642 Pte. R. Woods, discharged under
para. 363 (xxviii) K.R., 141225. Ref. Part II, No. 65/1, dated
101225, for para. 363 (xxviii) read 363 (xxiii) K.R.
7733186 A.O.M.S. C. Swan, (C.M.A.), discharged under para. 363
(xviii) (v) K.R. and A.O. 377/1925, 41225.
STRENGTH—DECREASE.

.The undermentioned men were posted to the 2nd Battalion w.e.f.
261125 :—
6282773 Pte. H. Atkins, 6282775 Pte. A. Bailey, 6282769 Pte. M.
Barnes, 6282772 Pte. W. Blissett, 6282774 Pte. F. Boseley, 6282740
Pte. T. Burford, 7817479 Pte. H. Cook, 6282787 Pte. Friend, 755919
Pte. A. Fishlock, 6282788 Pte. H. Garstang, 6282780 Pte. J. Hodges,
6282784 Pte. F. Howe, 6282783 pte. A. Hyett, 6282768 Pte. A. Hill,
6282786 Pte. G. Martin, 6768867 Pte. F. Povey, 6282776 Pte. H. Stock,
6282761 Pte. W. Summers, 6282771 Pte. S. Sweeby, 7340468 Pte. G.
Torey, 6282770 Pte. A. Smith.
6278362 Sgt. P. Norwood, posted to 2nd Battalion on discharge
from Rl. Victoria Hospital, Netley, w.e.f. 51225.
RECRUITS.

Pte. F. Baker, attested 161125.
Pte. C. Gainey, attested 201125.
Pte. J. Wilson, attested 201125.
Pte. C. Gilbert, attested 211125.
Pte. C. Tritton, attested 161125.
Pte. W. Groves, attested 271125.
Pte. J. Kennedy, attested 271125,
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Pte. A. Kimber, attested 271125.
Pte. S. Wood, attested 231125.
Pte. T. Smith and Pte. J. Stone, attested 11225.
Pte. G. Bottle and Pte. L Cooper, attested 301125.
Pte. R. Almond, attested 301125.
Pte. T. Wales and Pte. J. Taylor, attested 301125.
Pte. A. MacDonald and Pte. A. Milton, attested 91225.
Pte. C. Bridger and Pte. G. Gill, attested 101225.
Pte. E. Fairbrass, attested 111225.
CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION.

6278748 Cpl. I. Waghorne, (2nd Battalion) awarded 1st Class Cert
of Education at an examination held at Hounslow on 141025. (EC.
Order No. 1103, d/ 231125).
The undermentioned N.C.O. and men were awarded 2nd Class
Certificates of Education at an examination held at Canterbury on
201125 :—
6282774 A/L/c. F. Boseley, 7817479 Pte. H. Cook, 6282780 Pte. J.
Hodges.
The undermentioned men were awarded 3rd Class Certificates of
Education at an examination held at Canterbury on 201125 :—
6282905 Pte. W. Andrews, 6282772 Pte. W. Blissett, 6282909
Pte. R. Davis, 6282929 Pte. J. Dale, 6282906 Pte. J. Imeson, 6282956
Pte. W. Lower, 748541 Pte. J. Sisley, 6282943 Pte. H. Sirett, 6282961
Pte. R. Thompson.
STRENGTH—INCREASE.

6278788 Cpl. E Wade, posted from 2nd Battalion for a tour of duty,
w.e.f. 81225.
MOVES.

6278747 L/S. H. Crump and 6279583 L/S. W. Willing, rejoined from
Attachment to S.A.S. Hythe, w.e.f. 51225.
1861201 S/S P. Wilbraham (3rd Fortress Coy. R.E.), attached to
Depot for R. and A. w.e.f. 141225.
TRANSFER.

4261859 Pte. S. Adams, transferred to 82nd Fd. Batty. R.A. (How.),
w.e.f. 241125, under para : 290 (iv) K.R.
EXTENSION OF SERVICE.

6278597 Bds. J. Marshall (1st Battalion), extended his Colour
Service to 161225. (Authy :—para : 6 (b) of pamphlet issued with
A.C.I. 590/24.)
CHANGE OF NAME.

6281713 L/c. G. Gilbert, assumed his true name of George Charles
Harold GILLETT, 271125.

The 4th Battalion.
DISCHARGES.

6282619 Pte. C. Hawkins, "A," discharged w/e from 121125,
having joined'the Royal Navy.
The following were discharged on Termination of Engagement w/e
from dates mentioned :—
6281432 Pte. E Lilley, "D," 161125 ; 6280344 Pte. P. Richards,
"D," 101025; 6280850 Pte. W. Watson, "B," 221125; 6281428
Pte. E Whisken, "B," 91125 ; 6281440 Pte. P. Ashby, "B," 1925 ;
6280563 L/c. A. Barham, "C," 91125; 6280718 Pte. V. Eves, "C,"
291125; 6281424 Pte. R. Oliver, "C," 261025; 6280564 Pte. W.
Sands, "C," 91125.
STRENGTH—ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined are taken on thestrength
and posted to Companies as shewn :—
6283026 Pte. H. Allen, "A," (Sandwich), 281025; 6283019 Pte.
J. Bowles, "C," (Horsmonden), 31125 ; 6283020 Pte. A. A. Brown,
"A," (Margate), 281025 ; 6283021 Pte. S. Catt, "C," (Hawkhurst),
91125; 6283022 Pte. W. Chantler, "C," (Hawkhurst), 91125;
6283023 Pte. A. Fuller, "C," (Horsmonden), 31125; 6283024 Pte.
A. Gilbert, "A," (Margate), 201025 ; 6337600 Pte. J. Griffiths, "B,"
(Sittingbourne), 131025 ; 6283025 Pte. H. Hook, "C," (Hawkhurst),
91125 ; 6283017 Pte. W. James, "A," (Ramsgate), 281025 ; 6283018
Pte. H. Moat, "A," (Sandwich), 181025 ; 6283029 Pte. W. Bennett,
"B," (Canterbury), 171125; 6283027 Pte. H. Charlton, "B," (Can
terbury), 101125; 6283028 Pte. P. Day, "B," (Canterbury),
101125 ; 6283030 Pte. F. Saffery, "B," (Canterbury), 171125.
APP OINTMENTS.

Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals w/e from 201025 :—
6281638 Bdsm. H. Buckby, "D" ; 6280986 Pte. A. Burnett, "B" ;
6282587 Pte. S. Chambers, "D."
6281619 Pte. W. Clark, "D," appointed U/Paid LanceCorporal
w/e from 11225.
Appointed Drummers w/e from 51225 :—
6282869 Boy R. Constable, "D" ; 6282722 Boy W. Davis, "D" ;
6282728 Boy J. Gascoigne, "D" ; 6282723 Boy C. Glayzier, "D" ;
6282879 Boy A. Hare, "D" ; 6282601 Boy W. Marsh, "D" ; 6282414
Boy R. Tripp, "D."

REENGAGEMENTS.

6280544 Pte. W. Bishop, "C," reengaged for a further period of
4 years as from 51125.
6280845 Sgt. C. Coombs, "B," reengaged for a further period of
4 years as from 151025.
6280974 Pte. H. Crofts, "D," reengaged for a further period of one
year as from 151225.
6281348 Dmr. H. Tripp, "D," reengaged for a further period of
one year as from 291125.
6280806 Sgt. W. Doe, "D," reengaged for a further period of one
(1) year as from 31229.
6281241 Pte. W. Pascall, "D," reengaged for a further period of
4 years as from 291125.
ATTAINMENT OF AGE.

6282433 Boy H. Figg, "D," attained the age of 17 years on 221125.

Some Fixtures, 1926.
Jan.

16. England v. Wales at Car iiff.
(Rugby Football).
Feb. 13. England v. Ireland at Dublin.
(Rugby Football).
27. England v. France at Twickenham.
Rugby Football).
Mar.
1. England v. Wales at Selhurst.
(Association Football).
6. Army v. Navy at Twickenham.
(Rugby Football).
911. National Hunt Meeting at Cheltenham.
18. Army InterUnit Boxing Team Cham
pionship at Aldershot.
19 & 20. Grand Military Meeting at Sandown.
20. England v. Scotland at Twickenham.
(Rugby Football).
23. Army Athletic Cross Country Championship.
24. The Lincoln Handicap.
25. Welsh Amateur Boxing Championship at
Cardiff.
26. Grand National Steeplechase.
27. Oxford v. Cambridge Boat Race.
Apr.
4. Easter Sunday.
17. England v. Scotland at Manchester.
(Association Football.)
28. Amateur Boxing Association Champion
ship at The Royal Albert Hall.
May
5. The Chester Cup.
4 & 5. Punchestoun Races.
20. Royal Military Tournament at Olympia.
June 2. The Derby.
3. His Majesty The King's birthday.
1518. Ascot.
1519. Aldershot Command Searchlight Tattoo.
1726. International Horse Show at Olympia.
28July 3. InterRegimental Polo Tournament at
Hurlingham.
July 57. Oxford v. Cambridge (Cricket).
510. Subalterns' Polo Cup at Ranelagh.
610. Royal Agricultural Society's Show at Read
ing.
1416. Gentlemen v. Players at Lord's.
2730. Goodwood Races.
31Aug. 6. Canterbury Cricket Week.
(Kent v. Hampshire—Kent v. Essex).
Aug. 36. Royal Dublin Society's Horse Show.
Sept. 8. St. Leger Stakes.
Oct. 13. Cesarewitch Stakes.
27, Cambridgeshire Stakes.
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New Cover.

E must confess to a feeling of selfconsciousness on the occasion of our first appearance

inside a new cover, but since our old one was out of date the plunge had to be made.
Whatever may be said of us, we can only plead that onr heart is still in the right place.
Ect ns say at once that we are indebted to Graily Hewitt (who did the Roll of Honour
which rests in Canterbury Cathedral) for our new design. We congratulate ourselves on having
asked his help and him on the charming result of his labours.
It will be noticed that the new honours have now been added to the old and
that Guadeloupe, 1759 (previously—since its award in 1909—tacked on to the top of the battle
honour scroll) now takes its proper place. It may be stated too, that the dragon is copied from
the sketch made, at the request of the Past and Present Association, in 1924, by Sir Farnham
Burke, Garter King of Arms, Inspector of Regimental Colours, and the official arbiter on all
questions, connected with regimental badges and devices. So, of the dragon, as it has always
been sans peur, it may be now safely said that it is also sans reproche.

Personalia.
Danish Eegation,
29 Pont Street,
Eondon, S.W. 1.

Dear Sir,
Upon the command from His Majesty the
King of Denmark I have the honour to express
to the Buffs' Association His Majesty's most
heartfelt thanks for their kind New Year
greetings.
At the same time His Majesty requests me
to tender to the Association His Majesty's
best wishes for a happy and prosperous New
Year.
Yours faithfully,
P. AHLEFELDT EAURVIG.

Danish Minister.
The Chairman,
The Association of the Buffs,
Canterbury.
We are very glad to be able to report that
the latest news from Cannes, regarding General
Paget's health, is most satisfactory
We understand he is going for walks,
playing golf, and hopes soon to have some
yachting.

We offer onr sincere sympathy to Eady
Eynden Bell on the death of her father, Eord
Chilston.
We offer onr sincere sympathy to Colonel
W. E. R. Kelly and his family, on the death of
Mrs. Kelly, which occurred at her home at
Fleet on the 3rd ultimo.
We also offer onr sincere sympathy to Mrs.
Eloyd and her family on the death of Colonel
Eloyd which occurred at The King Edward
VII. Hospital, Grosvenor Place, on the 10th
ultimo.
The following message has been received
by The Past and
Present Association
from Colonel W. E. R. Kelly :—
" Colonel Kelly, his son and daughters
wish to thank yon very much for your
most kind sympathy with them in their
great sorrow."
We are sorry to hear that Mrs. Hickson is
ill at The Windsor Hotel, South Kensington,
with a severe attack of bronchitis.
Mrs. and Miss Ravenhill are still at
Montreanx. We are very sorry to hear that
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Miss Ravenhill broke her arm the first time she
went skiing.
Thanks to the generosity of Miss Julia
Kekewich and Colonel W. A. J. O'Meara the
whole of the gross profits resulting from the
sale of " Kekewich in Kimberley
reviewed
on page 39 are to go to the funds admini
stered by The Past and Present Association.
LieutenantColonel H. F. Sparrow
shortly proceeding on a visit to Cannes.

is

We understand that LieutenantColonel
and Mrs. Power do not intend to visit England
until his period of Command expires in 1927 ;
they hope to spend a few months in the
Pyrenees later on in the year instead.
Mrs. Marriott who is at Bovey Tracey,
is thinking of taking a house near Cranbrook.
We are asked to say that the series
of articles on Battles in which The Buffs took
part, begun by Major F. W. Tomlinson in this
number, will be continued by Captain J. F.
Whitacre Allen, who we are glad to hear has
been persuaded to undertake this task.
Major H. S. and Mrs. Hardy have gone for
a few weeks to Bordigbera.
We have received very cheery news from
Guernsey, of Major George Boon and his son,
who wished to be remembered to all friends.
Light taxation, good climate and
contented people make life worth living."
We have received a long letter from Major
G. T. D. Hickman from Gibraltar from which
it is very evident that Colonel and Mrs. Power
and the 1st Battalion as a whole are
giving him a most enjoyable time.
Major A. F. Colley has presented a most
interesting oil painting of " The Battle of
Malplaquet" to the Officers' Mess of The
Depot, which is very much appreciated. The
picture, which was painted by Mr F
Henniker depicts The Duke of Argyle
addressing the Regiment prior to the attack.
Captain H. de R. and Mrs. Morgan stayed
with Major J. V. R. and Mrs. Jackson on their
way back from Switzerland and Italy, where we
understand they had a most enjoyable time.
Captain S. Baker, who went to India in
\9}4 with the l/4th Buffs and was with the
Aden Field Force in 1915 as a Machine Gun
Ofhcer, has been appointed Transport Manager
to the N.A.A.F.I.

-

Captain H. H. C. Baird, " Whitelocks,"
Kingstone, near Canterbury, will be glad of
copies of The Dragon for July, 1922, and
September, 1923. He would like to have
cuttings from these for the Album of The
Buffs' Golfing Society.
Captains J. F. W. Whitacre Allen, N.
Linwood and J. E. Enright have accepted the
invitation of the committee of The Past and
Present Association to become Area Repre
sentatives for the London District. We
understand the Association is endeavouring
to obtain a centrally situated room in London
for one night a week, when an Area
Representative will be present to interview
any exmembers of the regiment.
Captain E. F. D. Strettell has been elected
a member of The Naval and Military Club :
he and Mrs. Strettell spent Christmas at
Wickhambreaux, but are now back in
Scotland.
A correspondent informs us that he had
a Christmas card from Captain T. Wheeler,
written from Australia.
Captains G. R. Howe and N. D. Rice have
both been in London during J anuary—the
former househunting.
Captain J. F. and Mrs. Whitacre Allen are
now living at 1 Launceston Place, W. 8.
We congratulate Lieutenant G. H. Crozier
on having passed the preliminary examination
in French.
During his recent visit to Copenhagen as
Captain of the British Army Boxing Team,
Lieutenant D. S. Lister had the honour of
dining with His Majesty King Christian X.,
of Denmark, ColonelinChief of The Buffs.
His Majesty was graciously pleased to
decorate Lieutenant Lister with the Order of
the Dannebrog.
It will be noted from the Regimental
Gazette, that Mr. C. E. Wilson has been re
posted to the Regiment from the half pay.
We understand that Mr. Wilson is joining
the 1st Battalion.
The United Service Club is closed until
March 15th, whilst alterations in connection
with the service are being carried out; in
the meantime, Members are at liberty to use
any of the following :—
The Athenaeum, Union, Junior Carlton,
Cavalry and Junior United Service.
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In Memoriam.
M r s . W a l d r o n Kelly.
rpHE news of the death of Mrs. Kelly will
L
cause great sorrow to many of us, for
if ever the Buffs had a staunch friend it was
she. Who can forget the motherly interest
she took in Buffs of every rank when Colonel
Kelly was commanding the 2nd Battalion and
the Depot. It did not matter whether the
person concerned was a private soldier or an
officer ; it was quite enough for Mrs. Kelly
to know that someone wanted help and she
was there to give it. The writer well
remembers an incident when the wife of
a private was very seriously ill with a highly
infectious and dangerous disease. The doctors
could not find anyone to nurse her, but Mrs.
Kelly, on hearing of the case, undertook the
nursing and did it successfully. This is but
one of many devoted and kindly acts which
endeared her to all ranks of the regiment.
Mrs. Kelly it was, too, who initiated the
Comforts Fund for the 2nd Battalion in the
South African War.
For some years past she has unfortunately
been more or less bedridden, but her thoughts
have always been with the regiment, and were
until the end. The heartfelt sympathy of all
Buffs, young and old, will go out to Colonel
Kelly in his great sorrow.
A. LB.
Colonel C. P. Lloyd.
By the sudden and untimely death of Lt.
Colonel C. P. Lloyd a great personality has
been lost to numerous readers of The Dragon
and to his very many friends. To one who
knew him from his earliest days in the Buffs,
Charlie^ Lloyd has ever seemed little short of
" amazing." His pluck and enthusiasm were
unbounded ; he was just the same " Fiddle "
in good luck or adversity in good or bad health
and the ups and downs of life never seemed
to give him any anxiety. He was no man's
enemy—though occasionally his own. I never
knew him to harbour the slightest resentment
or illwill towards anyone or against any
authority under whom he had suffered. This
is an exceptional attribute. He thrived on
" gaff " of every description and never spared
himself in an endeavour to make the show
a success. He possessed a retentive memory
for countless Regimental episodes and yarns
and would repeat them with a mimicry and
zest to the amusement of a host of listeners.
He was a generous, large hearted man, devoted
to his old corps and will be greatly missed at
many Regimental gatherings.

MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell writes:
It is only four weeks ago that the Buffs'
Golfing Team had the unexpected joy of
seeing dear old " Fiddle " Lloyd on the Rye
Links. He was, as usual, bubbling over with
cheeriness and no one suspected that he was
suffering from a mortal illness. But it. is
certain now that he knew it. It is
characteristic of him that, in his unselfishness,
he took special care that no one else should
know it for the predominant feature in his
truly remarkable character has always been
his indomitable pluck and his desire to create
an atmosphere of cheerfulness in those around
him. Early in his military life he was the
victim of an accident which would have
daunted a less stout heart. When in the
gymnasium at Aldershot he was doing " the
grand circle" on the horizontal bar, the bar
broke and he dislocated his neck. No one,
before this, had ever dislocated his neck and
lived, but " Fiddle" Lloyd, after hovering
between life and death for weeks, remarked
one day " What's the trouble " and pulled
round. His regimental life may be described
as one unselfish effort to " keep the men
cheery." Whatever the circumstances he
insisted on " cheeriness." It is related of him
that on one occasion when a severe cholera
epidemic was raging and his company had
lost a number of men from that disease, he was
found playing a banjo in the middle of the
cholera camp. When asked what he was
doing he said "I am practising my song for
the Gaff tomorrow night." The same un
conquerable spirit sustained him years later
when he suffered the unspeakable sorrow of
his life in the death of his only son in the
Zeebrugge raid. (Incidentally it may be
mentioned that his son was described to me
by Admiral Sir Roger Keyes as the " bravest
of the brave.") The loss of his son broke
dear old Fiddle's heart, but no one would have
suspected it, for he remained to the end the
same delightful unselfish and cheery person.
Oh that we had more like him !

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Gillett.—6281713 Cpl. G. Gillett, a son,

George William, born at Canterbury,
17/12/25.
L a r k i n . —6278895 Sgt. T. Larkin, a son,
Robert Henry James, born at Canterbury,
3/1/26.
S p o k e s . —6281943 Pte. H. Spokes, a daughter,
Ellen May Lilian, born at Dover, 9/12/25.
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MARRIAGES.

S i m p s o n — F a r r i n g t o n . —6278352
Dr.
J.
Simpson married at Christ Church, East
bourne, to Winifred Frances Farrington,
16/12/25.
S p o k e s — K i n g . — 6281943 Pte. H. Spokes
married at Portland to Hilda Ann
Elizabeth King, 23/5/25.
T u r n e r — R o a l f . — 6281332 Pte. J. Turner
married at the Parish Church, Eastling, to
Lily May Roalf, 26/12/25.
DEATHS.

Kelly .—On January 3rd, at Patrixbourne,
Fleet, Hants., Hester, the dearly loved wife
of Colonel W. E. R. Kelly. Funeral at
2 p.m., Thursday, 7th.
K e l l y . —On the 1st January at the Royal
Hospital, Dover, Annie Mary Kelly,
aged 42 years, wife of Mr. E. Kelly (late
6278038 C.Q.M.S., The Buffs).
L l o y d . — On the 10th January at King Edward
VII.'s Hospital, Grosvenorcrescent, Lieut.
Colonel Charles Patteson Lloyd, late The
Buffs, of Woodcote, Oxfordshire, son of
the late Ven. J. F. Lloyd, Archdeacon of
Waitemata, N.Z., aged 64 years. Funeral
at St. James' Cemetery, Dover, on
Thursday, the 14th January, at 12 noon.

Correspondence.
* A SEMI MILITARY FUNERAL.

Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
Canterbisry.
Dear Sir,
Reference to my wire re F. Pocock, late No. 3284
The Buffs, who died on Sunday, 10th inst., and was
quite down and out, in fact penniless. I have given
instructions, and hope to give him a semiMilitary
funeral with the help of the G.O.C., Medway Garrison ;
fuller details will be forwarded to you later.
Pocock died of consumption which we cannot
link up in any way with Service. Having no pension
he was therefore ineligible for Ministry of Pensions
Burial Grant of £1 10s. Od.
Many thanks for wire authorising Grant of ^10.
197 Balmoral Road,
Yours sincerely,
Gillingham.
W. R. BIRRELL.
[* We are pleased to hear that this was given. Ed.]
ONCE A BUFF.

Hon. Secretary, The Buffs' P and P.
Dear Sir,
I am sorry I have not written befoie to wish the
Association every success for 1926, but I will do so
now. I am pleased to say with the assistance that
I received from the Association that I was able to carry
on with my work, but unfortunately I fell sick a fort
night before Christmas with a bad attack of the 'flu
which affected the old war trouble again. However,
after five weeks I began to feel myself once again and
I am now pleased to say that I am back at work once
more. I was pleased to read of all the interesting

things in last month's Dragon. I see Lord Harris'
Shield Competition is in full swing and I sometimes
think I would like to be amongst the boys once again
so that I could take part in their sport.
Please find
2/6 P.O. enclosed for my annual
subscription. Hoping once again that you will have
a successful year,
Batley House,
I am, yours respectfully,
Chestnut Road,
G. GILFILLAON.
Ashford, Middlesex.
Sir,

PERAK.

Please find enclosed P.O. for ten shillings, being
for the paper for forthcoming year, (1926). The
balance kindly hand owr to the Benevolent Fund.
I still keep meeting " Buffs" out here. Have
recently met Burke, Dowling, Dibble and Godden.
Dowling is now married (lucky bloke).
Yours sincerely,
T. TREVOR.

Late Sgt. No. 6394, 2nd Battalion.
JAMAICA.

The Secretary, Past and Present Association The Buffs.
Dear Sir,
A day or two ago I came across No. 9322 Sgt. H. W.
Davison, late The Buffs, who is now a S/Sgt. in the
Military Provost Staff Corps and employed at the
Detention Barracks, Up. Park Camp, Kingston. He
left the 2nd Battalion, of which he was Provost Sgt.,
at Rumli Karak in April, 1919, for the Depot, where
he remained until the end of July, 1919, when he went
to the Detention Barracks, Aldershot. He told me
that he would like to take The Dragon in and
also become a member of the Past and Present
Association. He joined the 2nd Battalion in Singapore
in October, 1911.
Another old Buff out here is Mr. Foster Sutton, who
works in the Kingston branch of the Nova Scotia Bank.
His address is Acadia Club, Kingston; I think he
might be persuaded to take in The Dragon and also
become a member of the Past and Present Association.
He served under Lt.Col. Messel in the 3/4th Buffs,
at the beginning of the war. His elder brother was
I think, in the 2nd Battalion just before they went to
India in 1919.
With best wishes for 1926 to all members.
Northbourne,
Yours very truly,
Hope Road,
R. M. WEBSTER.
Halfway Inn P.O.,
Kingston, Jamaica.
OLIVER TWIST.

To The Editor.
Dear Sir,
My subscription for 1926 Dragon enclosed. I hope
you will be able to give us more articles from " Old
Buffs," like Colonel Moody has given, as a '/ Young
Buff " has thoroughly enjoyed his writings, and like
Oliver Twist, I should like more. Wishing you and
all readers of The Dragon a happy and prosperous
New Year, I remain, Sir,
15 Clarendon Road,
Yours faithfully,
Broadstairs.
G. SAMPSON.

Vacancy.
Wanted at once, a married couple, without children,
exservice man preferred, to do entire work of a small
house and garden, near Rochester. Wife as cook
general, husband gardener and handy man.
Apply Secretary Past and Present Association.
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Battles of the Buffs.
15721665
(INTRODUCTORY)

T

HE story of the origin of the Buffs in
1572 is an ofttold tale, but it seems to
the writer that it has never been quite clearly
and simply stated why it is that, although the
oldest regiment, we are in fact the Third Foot
and take precedence accordingly. The facts
are incontrovertible and it is proposed in the
present article to recite them. Thus, on the
lucus a non lucendo principle, no details are
given of battles during the period under
review, but only a bare recital of their names.
That we trace onr origin back to the reign
of Queen Elizabeth is not a genealogical
fiction, based on sentiment or convenience,
but a definite and established fact. The
Buffs have had a continuous existence and
unbroken traditions, officially recognized and,
from time to time, officially confirmed, from
1572 down to the present time. The small
body of men, raised from the Trained Bands of
London to fight in Holland, increased as years
went by and reinforcements arrived, and
expanded to several regiments; but ultim
ately, after the Peace of Munster, it was

reduced to one—the Holland Regiment. Even
so, the British Army, a handful of men in
August, 1914, increased to millions before
1918 and then dwindled again to its old size ;
but it was all the time the British Army.
The list of battles (Delft, Middleburg,
Leyden,
Reminant, Steenwick,
Malines,
Northorn,
Ghent,
Arnheim,
Nimeguen,
Grave, Venloo, Breda, Doesburg, Zutphen,
Sluys, BergenopZoom, Voorn, Rhineberg,
Litkenhooven,
Wesel,
Deventer,
Hnlst,
Gertruydenberg, Cadiz, Turnhout, Nieuport,
Ostend, Heildelberg, Manheim, Terheyden,
Boisleduc, Maestricht, Limburg) comprises
only the more important engagements in
which the English took part between 1572 and
1648. They were fought on behalf of the
United Provinces of the Netherlands, during
their seventy years' struggle for political and
religions independence, against Spain. They
ended in the Peace of Munster, 1648, and in
the " final deliverance of many thousands of
protestants from foreign domination, and from
popish tyranny."*
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During the Civil Wars (16421651) and
the Proctectorate (16511660) the force in
Holland remained loyal to the throne. It
was, indeed, for a short time in 1652, with the
United Provinces, arrayed against the
murderers of Charles I, but as the conflicts
during this war were limited to engagements
at sea, it was not actually engaged. In 1660,
whilst arrangements for the Restoration were
in progress, King Charles II. visited the Hague
and there was waited on by officers of the
Holland Regiment, anxious to show their
loyalty ; and the same year Colonel J ohn
Cromwell of the Holland Regiment, a near
kinsman of Oliver, obtained His Majesty's
permission " to take the surname of Williams,
instead of that which " shall be eternally in
execration by all Englishmen."
After this date, whilst the Regular
Standing Army was being established in
England for the first time, the commercial
rivalry between the English and Dutch
gradually developed into a feeling of
hostility,f and in 1665, after war had been
declared, Charles II. demanded the return of
the Holland Regiment. On its arrival in
England (mustering six companies of 100 men
each, besides officers) it took its place in the
Army from the date of its arrival and was
consequently fourth in the British line ; it
retained its old name and was referred to as
the Holland Regiment in all orders and
warrants for the next twentyfour years ;
the colonelcy was conferred on Robert Sydney.
It is hoped that the above remarks
may have made it perfectly clear that onr
history is a continuous one from the time of
Queen Elizabeth, and that they have made
it clear that, whatever arguments may have
been used to urge that we should have been
given seniority according to our age, at any
rate it was only logical that we should be given
precedence according to the date on which we
came on the strength of the newly established
standing army.
In case the fact of our being originally the
Fourth Foot should create confusion, it may
be well here (although it is outside the period
allotted to this article) to note the
circumstances which led to the change of title
and precedence of the Holland Regiment.
These are, in fact, so confusing, that they have
given rise to the legend that the Royal Marines
are an offshoot from the Buffs. When the
Duke of York came to the throne as James
II. he bestowed the command of his
(Maritime) regiment (also known as the Lord
High Admiral's) on his soninlaw, Prince
George of Denmark (consort of Queen Anne).

This regiment was third in order of precedence.
In 1689, for a reason which has never become
apparent, it was suddenly disbanded when
under orders for Holland and Prince George
was given the honorary colonelcy of the next
regiment in order of precedence (the Holland
Regiment) which thus became the third
regiment of foot and dropped its title of
Holland Regiment, for that of Prince George,
Hereditary Prince of Denmark's Regiment.
Consequently, within a few days, there existed
on the establishment two regiments, both
having the same order of precedence, the same
official designation and the same honorary
colonel, yet having no connection whatever
in any other sense.
The illustration to this article is a portrait
of Sir John Ogle, a lieutenant of Sir Francis
Vere, and colonel of a regiment in Holland.
He lost his left eye at the battle of Nienport.
His son, who was afterwards the first governor
of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, was a captain
in the Holland Regiment after its recall to
England and thus forms a connecting link
between the old order and the new.
F.W.T.
Historical Record of the 3rd Foot; p. 110.
fit is interesting to remember that in 1664 the British captured from
the Dutch the North American settlement of Nova Belgia, and changed
its name to New York.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" The Red Hackle."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" The Gunner."
" The Oak Tree."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Green Howards' Gazete."
" On The March."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Black Diamond."
" The Ypres Times."
" The Sapper."
" British Legion."
" Cabar Feidh."
" Artists Rifles Journal."

7th (S) Battalion The Buffs.
REUNION DINNER.

The above Dinner will be held at The Bedford Head
Hotel, Tottenham Court Road, W. on Saturday, Feb
ruary 20th, at 7 p.m. Tickets, 4/6 each. Apply H. G.
Wickington, 14 Northbrook Road, Walthamstow E. 17.
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Kekewich in Kimberley.*

T

climax when Rhodes actually attempted to strike
Kekewich at the Headquarters office. It is to Keke
and interesting one from start to finish.
For
wich's everlasting credit that he maintained control
there are incidents in the defence of Kimberley, 1899
over himself at this crisis, and upheld the high dignity
1900, that make it almost unique in the annals of
of his position and the honour of the British Army.
war. Colonel Kekewich, as a serving soldier, was
As many of the local levies were employees of the De
bound to maintain a strict silence as to the siege ; and
Beers Company, at any cost a conflict had to be
only a very onesided version was published of the
avoided between them and the handful of Imperial
relations that existed between " the uncrowned King
Troops under Kekewich's command. An unpardonable
of Kimberley," Cecil Rhodes, and the Commandant of
insult had to be ignored so as not to jeopardize the
the place. We are now told how friction arose and how
safety of the defence.
it developed during the nerveracking days of the long
The siege of Kimberley lasted from the 14th
siege, and it is done with conspicuous impartiality and
October, 1899, until the 15th February, 1900, four
admirable restraint. Acting throughout the siege as
long anxious months. During this period, the place,
Kekewich's Chief Staff Officer, Colonel O'Meara is now
the centre of the Diamond Fields, an open town of
probably the only living person with a full firsthand
50,000
inhabitants (20,000 being whites), was defended
knowledge of the whole story ; and he has fortified
by a slender force of
his memory, of days that
regulars (four companies of
can never be forgotten, by
the 1/Loyal North Lan
using contemporary docu
cashire Regiment and R.A.
ments that he has preserved
and R.E. detachments),
for a quarter of a century.
assisted by local levies with
No historian could be better
six 7pdr. guns. The peri
equipped for his task, and
meter held by this tiny force
he is in a position to dis
measured no less than 13
perse error and legend and
miles in length, but so well
at last tell us the truth,
were the defending works
which as usual has lain
.sited that although the Boer
obscured at the bottom of a
artillery, a 6 inch, and
very deep well. He deserves
15pdr., and 9pdr. guns,
not only the gratitude of
fired 8,500 rounds into the
the Buffs, but also that of
place, yet (unlike Mafeking)
all students of the South
" at no time was the whizz
African War.
of a Boer riflebullet heard
The friction which arose
in any inhabited quarter of
between Rhodes, the Privy
the
town."
Nevertheless
Councillor, controller of
the stress was great, for
Kimberley's great and only
water was none too plentiful,
industry, the De Beers
mutton had to be reserved
diamond mining association,
for hospital cases, and early
and Kekewich, the soldier,
in January, so as to sup
military Commandant of
plement the available beef
Kimberley, can probably
rations, horses had to be
be traced back to Rhodes's
slaughtered. This latter food
mistaken view of the war
proved very unpalatable,
"as a personal contest
and, to make it readily
between Kruger and him
acceptable without enquiry,
self," and that he (Rhodes)
Rhodes undertook to run
had determined to be "a
MajorGeneral R. G. Kekewich, C.B.,
a soup kitchen. His theory
factor in the military
was that very few people
situation." In his desire to
Colonel of the Buffs, 19091914.
will bother to ask what any
control everything, Rhodes
soup is made of, and his kitchen proved to be an
was continually giving Kekewich advice as to military
unqualified success. This is a point that budding
affairs of which he knew nothing, and his suggestions
leaders might well note for future guidance in a like
were naturally enough either worthless or dangerous.
situation.
In fact reading them makes one recall the occasion in
1904 when Sir Donald Currie explained to Lord Wolsley
For the detailed story of the siege, the fine offensive
how the Japanese would take Port Arthur, and then
spirit that Kekewich cultivated, the daring sorties,
made the FieldMarshal endure a little lecture on
the harassing tactics adopted, the partial neutralisation
strategy. The great soldier's simple comment on this
of the Boer 6 inch " Long Tom " by a handful of well
pretentious assumption of knowledge is worth
placed snipers, the bitter disappointment suffered in
recording; he wrote, " I wonder what he would
" Black Week," the dramatic scene of the relief by the
" think if I tried to advise him on the intricacies of the
Cavalry Division, and the fine front maintained all
" business in which he has been so successful." No
through the siege by the Commandant and the " Inner
doubt Kekewich thought the same of Rhodes, and, as
Circle," for all these things Colonel O'Meara's book
a loyal soldier, he resolutely refused to support Rhodes
must be read, and the reader will be amply repaid.
in forcing the hands of the military authorities.
The story, too, is well illustrated with some very
Thus the friction arose at the very beginning of the
interesting contemporary photographs, portraits, views,
isolation, and it became worse and worse as Rhodes
and reproductions of documents, and it is furnished
felt the dreary strain of waiting tell on his mind ; until
with an excellent map.
in the last week, on the 10th February, it flared to a
HE story told by Colonel O'Meara is an enthralling

*By Bt. Lieut.Col. W. A. J. O'Meara, C.M.G., R.E. (Medici Society. 7s. 6d.)
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The story of the siege, however, cannot be dismissed
without specially mentioning one man who loyally
and most ably assisted Kekewich—George Labram,
an American and Chief Mechanical Engineer to the
De Beers Mine. It was Eabram who designed and
erected the famous " Conning Tower," connected it
with the telephone exchanges in Kimberley, installed
searchlights in certain of the redoubts and thus deterred
the Boers from launching a surprise during darkness
that might easily have overwhelmed the defence.
Farther, despite having had no experience in the
manufacture of war material, yet under his supervision
the De Beers moulders were able to cast segment shell
for the 7pdr. guns, and he designed and manufactured
a percussion fuze for use with these shell, and thus
relieved Kekewich of any anxiety about the gun
ammunition supply running short. We believe that
Colonel (then Captain) O'Meara gave valuable advice
to Eabram about this ammunition, and advised the
manufacture of segment shell instead of the far more
difficult shrapnel with its complicated time and per
cussion fuze. But Eabram's great feat was the
construction of the Kimberley gun, " Long Cecil,"
that undoubtedly fired on the Boers with the happiest
results. This gun was of 4 1 inch calibre, had a range
of approximately 10,000 yards, and fired a 28lb. shell.
The whole equipment (gun and carriage with sufficient
ammunition) was completed in three weeks, and it
first came into action on the 19th January. A piece
of shafting was used for the inner tube of " Long Cecil,"
and had more material been available the Boers would
have been pounded, not by one> but by a battery
of these pieces, and such a reinforcement might have
had a great effect on the duration of the siege. It is
impossible to overpraise Eabram's cooperation, his
skill and fertility of mind, his cheerfulness, and the
work he did. The tragedy is that he was killed by
a shell from the Boer " Long Tom " on the 9th
February, a week before the siege was raised. It is
certain that, so long as the siege is remembered, his
name will be recalled with honour.
A study of Colonel O'Meara's book will probably
convince most officers that the Boer Strategy in 1899
illustrates the same mistake as the German plan of
1914, for in both cases the project was too ambitious.
Opening the field operations on a front of 300 miles (the
approximate distance of London from Carlisle), the
Boers in 1899 embarked on three sieges as well, whereas
they possessed storm troops and equipment that would
barely suffice to carry one through before England
would be certain to intervene in strength. As it turned
out, all three sieges proved unsuccessful. But no one
reading Colonel O'Meara will believe that Kimberley
could ever have been relieved by Methuen's uninspired
operations. Luckily, however, a commander of a very
different stamp was despatched to South Africa before
it was too late; and, provided with adequate
forces, he soon substituted a wellplanned offensive to
replace the stalemate that had arisen, and, by forcing
the Boer armies back towards their capitals, the three
sieges were raised.
Probably most officers will hope that they will never
be placed in such a difficult position as the Com
mandant was at Kimberley, when he had to
withstand not only the enemy without the town,
but also to deal with constant and powerful friction
within it. But if they are ever so situated, then their
ideal must be to carry through their trying task with
the same ability and resolution that Kekewich
displayed in the successful defence of the Diamond
Fields. No doubt the sound, practical military
training that soldiers undergo, develops in them the
virtues of loyalty, selfreliance, patience, modesty and
a sense of the ridiculous, qualities that are essential
under such conditions. But real strength of character

is necessary as well if a disaster is to be averted, and
that is where Kekewich triumphed over Rhodes, and
thus gained for himself an everlasting place in the
splendour of the Temple of Fame. Indeed " Bonne
renommee vaut mieux que ceinture doree."
Although, in 1899, Robert Kekewich belonged to
the 1/Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, yet most of
his regimental service had been spent in The Buffs,
and from 1909 until his death in 1914 he held the proud
position of Colonel of The Buffs. It is therefore not
inappropriate that the form and binding of the book
should be uniform with the other volumes that enshrine
the history of this great regiment.
A.F.B.

8th Battalion.
THIRD ANNUAL REUNION DINNER.

rTIHE 3rd Reunion Dinner for Officers, Non
JL Commissioned Officers and Men who served at
any time during the War in the 8th Battalion, The
Buffs, will take place at Anderson's Hotel, Fleet Street,
London, on Saturday, March 13th, 1926, at 7 p.m.
for 7.30 p.m
Great efforts are being made to get the number
above the 100 mark.
Those who served in the 8th Battalion and
who have not yet received an advice note, are asked to
get into touch immediately with Major J. Vaughan,
" Brampton Croft," Stanley Avenue, Beckenham,
Kent.

To the Regimental Paymaster.
DEAR SIR,—Year in year out for many years,
With need to trouble nought of want's dire fears,
I've lived upon your kind benevolence,
And freely taken of your pounds and pence.
Yet looking down the vista of the years
Of thanks accorded you no trace appears ;
Against my meannesses my conscience kept
A vigil strict—in this it must have slept.
Made noneffective by the flight on time,
I sit upon the pensioned shelf and rhyme.
But still I live within your kindly ken,
And, though I have but little worth, you pen
Instructions to the Postmaster to pay
A goodly sum to me each quarterday.
For nearly forty years I' ve been your care,
And now it seems you note my greying hair,
My palsied hands, my failing steps and eyes,
That my enfeebled state demands a rise ;
So, for my fast increasing needs, you say
My pension is increased five pence a day.
And that again in nineteen thirtysix
(Unless meantime I shall have crossed the Styx)
You will with pleasure add—you beg me note—
Unto my pay another daily groat:
Sir, you do me proud—your solicitude,
Has, I humbly state, my deepest gratitude.
May Fate give you of life a lengthy lease,
And bring you soon a wellpaid leisured ease.
H.

C h a n g e of A d d r e s s : —
B. and W. FISKMOORE,
Pictures and Framing Department,
4 St. Georqe's Gate, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
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Past and Present Association.

M

INUTES of the 53rd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Past and Present Association
Executive Committee, held at the Naval and Military
Club, London, on January 7th, 1926, at 12 noon.
Present
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the chair).
Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O., J. Kennedy, C.M.G.,
D.S.O., H. Pindlay, C.B.E., (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, H. S. Hardy, M.B.E.,
M.C., J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain R. M. Watson (representing 1st Battalion).
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
approved and signed by the President.
DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—The Menu as submitted
by the Trocadero Restaurant was placed before the
Committee and approved. It was decided that
Members dining should pay £\ per head, in addition
to their annual subscription.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—The proposals
submitted by Major Crookenden and Captain Baird
in connection with the arrangements for 1926, were
read and considered, and the following decisions
arrived at:—
(1) The Committee did not consider it practicable to
reduce the number of invitations as suggested,
but decided that the list of same should be
scrutinised and all possible reductions made ;
in this connection it was pointed out that in the
last two years the number of invitations had
been reduced by over 100.
(2) It was decided that a limited number of daily
tickets to the Enclosure and tea tent should
be issued to members on demand and payment
to the Secretary.
That the price of the daily combined (Enclosure
and Tea) Tickets should be 2/ each, and that
the Secretary should be empowered to decide
how many of such tickets could be issued
without unduly crowding the enclosure.
(3) It was decided that no good purpose would be
effected by the Committee submitting these
arrangements to all members of the Club for
their criticism.
(4) In all other respects, it was provisionally decided,
that the arrangements should be the same as
last year, except that the ordinary guest
enclosure tickets, which as last year will only
admit to the Enclosure, should not be so marked
on the reverse side.
FINANCE.—(a) Colonel Kennedy reported that
enquiries were being made regarding the account at
Lloyd's Bank, Canterbury, which had been opened
by some unknown person and that a further report
would be submitted as soon as possible. The Secretary
was instructed to obtain from the Manager at Lloyd's
Bank the name of the officer who paid in the Deposit
in 1919.
(5) Regarding Mrs.
appeal for assistance, the
Secretary was instructed to forward the sum of £5 to
Major Foster for distribution as he thought fit.
(c) The Secretary reported that a refund of income
tax amounting to £93 for the period 1921/3 on Benevo
lent Fund Investments had now been received from
the Inland Revenue Office.
(d) Regarding the application by Mr. Pullinger
for his son to undergo training as a motor driver, in
view of the fact that this man has been placed in a
difficult position by the discharge of his son as
medically unfit, the Committee approved of the sum
of £5 5s. Od. being expended in connection with his
training.

(e) With reference to the appeal made by Mr ——
who has now obtained employment, for the Association
to assist him in paying debts incurred during the period
of his unemployment; the Secretary was instructed
to request him to forward all bills in connection with
his liabilities and the Secretary was authorised to pay
up to £5 on bills that might be considered reasonably
incurred.
(/) With reference to the appeal put forward by
Colonel Trevor regarding Mr.
for funds to provide
him with transport and stock to start him in a hawking
business ; authority was given to expend up to ^10
in this connection, suitable arrangements being made
with Mr.
as to the repayment of the loan.
REGIMENTAL TIES.—Captain Baird's proposal as
under, and correspondence in connection with the sale
and supply of Regimental Ties were placed before the
Committee :—
Proposal :—A tie to be provided that meets
with the approval of all line Battalions, and the
Depot, and that the source of supply should be the
offices of The Past and Present Association except
in the case of battalions who would probably prefer
to keep a supply for local disposal, these supplies
to be obtained from the Association in the
first place.
The proposal was not approved, and it was decided
that as heretofore a small supply of Regimental Ties
should be available for sale in the offices of The Past
and Present Association.
MARKET GARDENS.—The Secretary having read the
notes in connection with the enquiries already made
by the SubCommittee, it was approved that the War
Office should be asked whether they would lease 17
acres of ground on the Old Park for this purpose, and
that in the event of a favourable reply being received,
the subCommittee to be notified to call for tenders in
connection with the proposed hutments and other
intial expenses* which in its opinion would have to be
incurred.
In this connection it was suggested that the
maximum funds available would be £1,000.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—The next Committee
Meeting will be held at Canterbury on Saturday, 6th
February, 1926, at 5 p.m.
DONATIONS.

The following Donations have been received for
the period 18/12/25 to 18/1/26
Captain Vallange
Major Langdale Kelham
Major Druitt
Mr Crane
Mr T Trevor ...
Mr. R. W. Fenner
Colonel E. B. Burns

£ s

0 15

0 0

0

0

2
2

1 2

GRANTS AND LOANS.
DISBURSEMENTS.

The following grants and loans were made for the
period 18/12/25 to 18/1/26
1925.
Dec. 19.
21.
21.
21.
22.
22.
22.
22.
22.
22.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.
23.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Pension for widow for 1 month
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
...
Grant
Grant

£ s.
l 0
l 10
o 10

o

12

0

1

25

2 .

0 10
0 10

1 0

1
0
0
1
0

10
10
10
10
10

42
£ s. a.
0
0
2
0
0
1
1
3
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
0
1
2
1
1
1
4

Dec. 23.
23.
23.
23.
24.
24.
24.
29.
29.
29.
29.
29.
30.
30.
Jan. 5.
8.
8.
8.
12.
13.
13.
14.
14.
14.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant to pay rent
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant to pay rent
Grant
Grant
...
... 
Grant
Grant to maintain boy in home
rent year ...
16. Grant to pay rent
18. Grant
18. Grant

10
10
0
2
10
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
7
0
0
0
10
0
10
7
0
0
0

0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
,0
0
4
0
0
0

7 10 0
1 7 4
0 5 0
2 0 0

PENSIONS.

The following sum was paid out in pensions on the
1st January, 1926, for the period ending 31/3/26 :—
Pensions ...

...

...

...







£ s. d.
57 19 0

VACANCY FILLED.

R.A.S.C. Mess,
Feltham,

Dear Sir,
Could you very kindly let me know if you have an
Employment Bureau in connection with your Regi
mental Association, and if so, if you. have any names
on your books of exN.C.O.'s or men (married without
children) who would be suitable as Officers' Mess
Steward and the wife as cook.
We have to employ civilians in this mess and we
are anxious to find a suitable couple, the man to be
mess steward and the wife to be cook.
We are offering £100 a year and all found ; this
includes food, quarters, light and coal and laundry
for such articles as are provided by the mess, e.g.,
sheets, pillowslips, etc. The quarters consist of
Bedroom, Sittingroom and private lavatory.
The present number of Dining Members is six.
This is liable to increase to eleven ; at luncheon we
usually have at least six in addition. We dine on four
nights" a week and have supper on the other three
nights. On an average we have one guest night per
month when numbers are about twentyfour for
Dinner. The other Mess Staff consists of three waiters
and one kitchen man, who will be exsoldiers.
I shall be very glad if you can help me in any way
by giving me names and addresses and/or recom
mendations.
Yours faithfully,
The Secretary,
C. H. MOORE,
The Buffs,
Capt.
Regimental Association,
Mess President,
C'bury.
(Unfortunately Buff Association had no qualified
married couple on its books and the situation was filled
in two or three days.—Editor.)
On Snobs ' 5 —Continued.
if we could not feel just a little superior to somebody,
would not life lose its savour ?
Myself ? I'm a terrible snob ! This little article
proves that—for I'm pretending that I have so broad
a sense of humour that I can see my own follies and
laugh at them. Well, perhaps I can—but you try to
laugh at them in my presence, and see what happens—
the very idea !
11

" On Snobs."
BY E C.F.
"TT is only a question of time when we shall be able

I to recognize the humbug and snob by instinct,"
says Mr. Frank Hodges. What is a " snob " if you
please ? The dictionary defines the word as a " vulgar
person who apes gentility." If this be so, then surely
there are those, possessed of the right instinct, who
can now infallibly detect the snob ? A humbug ?"
" A plausible deceiver," the dictionary tells us, " one
who imposes under fair pretences." I think I under
stand what Mr. Hodges would convey; he is not
content with the dictionary definitioh of the words ;
he would give them a wider application, a broader
meaning. He would extend the sense until it embraces
all those who ape an estate or quality not theirs by
right. Then I am afraid Mr. Hodges must include the
majority of mankind in his category of snobs and
humbugs For do not we all deceive ourselves in the
belief that in some particular we are exalted above our
fellowcreatures ? Surely Mr. Hodges would not rob
us of our delightful deceptions, our sweet self
delusions ? From the man who likes to look upon
himself as a " literary gentleman," to the poor
henpecked husband who preens himself in front of the
lookingglass whilst murmuring " just like the Prince
of Wales," we shall all rise up against so ruthless a
destruction of our harmless foibles. And I maintain
they are harmless.
If Mrs. LinealDescent wishes to parade her
ancestors for our edification, is that any reason why we
should suffer from an " inferiority complex ?" And
if the lady's husband attempts to patronise us, have we
no sense of humour by the aid of which we may extract
exquisite pleasure from the experience ? What if she
" cuts " us in the street ? Is she not entitled to do so ?
Is there any law in the land which can force her to
place us upon her visitinglist, or to treat us as equals
if she considers us inferior ? Let us then remain cool,
calm and collected. There is only one Mrs. Lineal
Descent, whereas there are many friends who will cross
the road to chat with us. Let her pass, her nose in the
air ; the loss, perhaps, is hers. Be sure that the lady
who " cuts " is also cut by " personages " more exalted
than herself ! And here is the rub. Have we no
acquaintances whom we try to avoid ? Does no shop
window attract, or sky effect enthral when the Smith
family approach on the opposite side of the main
street ? Ah, Mr. Snobhater, are your withers un
wrung ?
What of the orator in Hyde Park who screams
curses against the Capitalist class—law, order, and the
established universe ? Snobbery—inverted snobbery
it is true, but snobbery none the less !
What of those who like to lecture and explain things
to their friends and acquaintances ? Those who sit
throughout the most thrilling play with a " can't
understand what your people see in it " expression on
their faces ? The " wetblankets " who dismiss all
your enthusiasms with a shrug of their shoulders, or
a wave of their hands ? Who so clever, so full of
insight and understanding as they are ? Intellectual
snobbery !
Then there are the " selfmademen " snobs, the
moral snobs, the " menoftheworld " snobs ; snobs
of all degree, time, tone and temper. In fact we're all
snobs, from my Lord Tomnoddy to the crossingroad
sweeper, because we all think that in just one, or maybe
two, things we are better than other people. I am not
too sure that these little affections, these little snobbish
tricks of ours aren't just the expression of individuality,
of character—call it what you will. If we were all just
ourselves what a dull place the world would be. And
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Records of

Other Regiments.
No. XIII.

(Formerly the 21st Regiment of Foot, raised in 1678).
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" Blenheim,"
" Ramillies,"
" Oudenarde,"
" Malplaquet,"
" Dettingen," " Martinique, 1794," " Bladens
burg," "Alma," " Inkerman," "Sevastopol,"
" South Africa, 1879," " Burma, 188587,"
" Tirah,"
" Relief of Ladysmith,"
" South
Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Marne,
1914," " Ypres, 1914, '17, '18," " Somme, 1916,
'18," "Arras, 1917, '18," " Lys," " Hindenburg
Line," " Doiran, 1917, '18," " Gallipoh, 1915, '16,"
" Palestine, 1917, '18."
*

*

*

*

This regiment was raised in the West of Scotland
by the Earl of Mar, and in its early days was known as
" The Earl of Mar's Grey Breeks," from the Colonel's
name and the colour of its nether garments, which were
of the " hodden grey " hue which is now worn only by
the London Scottish.
William III.'s continental campaigns soon gave the
regiment—whose title had now been changed to
" O'Farrell's Fusiliers "—an opportunity of " seeing
service," and at Landen in 1693 they had the Buffs
as their supporters, an acquaintance destined to ripen
in future years, for both units were brigaded together
in Marlborough's wars, under Brigadier Row (himself
a Scots Fusilier), who died gallantly, leading them at
Blenheim.
In 1707 England and Scotland became, by the Act
of Union, " the United Kingdom " and as a result,
this regiment's title was changed to " The Royal North
British Fusiliers," by which name it continued to be
known for one hundred and seventy years.
At Sheriffmuir, 1715, the Buffs and the 21st were
together again. This time the positions of Landen
were reversed, for the Buffs were in the first line, with
the Fusiliers in support.
At the Battle of Dettingen, the Royal North British
Fusiliers almost annihilated the Household Cavalry of
France. After the battle, King George II. is said to
have remarked to Sir Andrew Agnew, Colonel of the
21st, " I see the Gens'd'armes got in among you today,
Sir Andrew."
" Ay, your Majesty," replied the old Scotsman
grimly, " but they didna get oot again !"
The honour " Bladensburg " on the Regimental
Colours recalls a briskly fought engagement of the
American War, when a small British force, having

first destroyed a flotilla of thirteen armed luggers, went
on to meet and overcome a numerically superior
American army. President Maidson had prepared a
banquet in honour of the expected American victory.
The result being different from what he had
anticipated, the President fled, but the dinner he had
provided was not wasted, being eaten by a company
of the 21st Foot.
The next campaign in which the Regiment served
was the Crimea; the 21st were especially prominent
at the Battle of Inkerman, where Private Patrick
McGuire, being attacked by three Russians at the
same time, shot one, bayonetted the second, disarmed
the third, and took him prisoner.
Shortly after the Crimean War, the 21st and the
Buffs were stationed together at Malta, and the popular
saying " Steady, the Buffs !" is stated to have
originated about that time (18561860), when the
Royal North British Fusiliers were considered to be
one of the bestdrilled corps in the Army. The
Adjutant of the Buffs, anxious for his men to shine,
even before the critical gaze of the Scotsmen, was in
the habit of cautioning his men on parade with the
words " Steady the Buffs—the Fusiliers are watching
you !"
The Officers' Mess of the 2nd Battalion Royal Scots
Fusiliers contains an " Union Jack" of rather unique
pattern, made from the red lining of an artillery officer's
cloak, the white lining of a Fusilier sergeant's jacket,
and the remains of a blue serge coat. This nondescript
looking flag has a history more thrilling than most
present day Colours can claim ; for it is the flag which,
in 1881, was kept flying over Potchefstroom, when
200 British soldiers held 1,400 Boers at bay for three
months and finally marched out with all the honours
of war.
The 1st Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers—then as
now, in the 9th Infantry Brigade, 3rd Division—
commenced their fighting career in the Great War at
Mons (which place they had besieged 204 years earlier)
on the 23rd of August, 1914 (the hundredth anniversary
of Bladensburg), and during the subsequent retreat
they halted awhile on another of their old battlefields,
Malplaquet. The 2nd Battalion came home from
Gibraltar in 1914 to join the 7th Division and won
great praise for their gallant stand at " First Ypres."
This incident has recently been reenacted for the
" Wipers " film.
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From April to August, 1918, ' the 2nd Royal Scots
Fusiliers, that famous battalion which at Ramillies
had, along with the Buffs, led the decisive movement,'
was attached to the South African Brigade of the
9th Division, and the official history of ' The South
African Forces in France' pays several tributes to
the work of the battalion.
The Royal Scots Fusiliers have won 73 Battle
Honours and five V.C.'s. Eighteen battalions of the
regiment served in the Great War, one of them—the
12th (Ayr and Lanark Yeomanry)—being in the 74th
Division along with the 10th Buffs.
The only modern nickname of the corps is " The
Fusilier Jocks," and the regimental badges are :—
Bonnet Badge, a large Grenade, with the Royal Arms
on the ball; Collar Badge, a Grenade, with a Thistle
on the ball.
R. MAURICE HILL.
The following letter has been received in connection
with the above article :—
Mary hill Barracks,
Glasgow,
Dear Sir,
January 12th, 1926.
The Adjutant showed me your letter and enclosure.
I am answering your letter as I am very much
interested in our Regimental History.
Thank you very much in the first place for sending
us your very interesting sketch of the 21st.
May I suggest one or two small additions ?
The Regiment was raised in September (23rd),
1678 by Charles, 5th Earl of Mar, who later on followed
King James.'
The Regiment in all probability ranks after your
own Regiment, the Buffs, in point of seniority.
In 1694 a Board of Officers appointed by William
III. to decide the precedence of Regiments, decided
that they should take precedence as coming on to the
English Establishment (as opposed to Scots and Irish)
or from the date they first came into England. Hence
we take precedence from 1688.
John Buchan, who has just published our History
(as a memorial to his brother who fell in the War in
the Regiment) points this out.
The 2nd Battalion possesses another flag of perhaps
still greater interest than the one referred to above.
The British residents in Pretoria in 1881, bitter at the
handing over of the Transvaal, seized the small Union
J ack which flew over Headquarters, during the absence
of the troops.
They held a coroner's inquest on the death of the
flag in South Africa; placed it in a coffin and buried
it, a headstone being placed with the following
inscription :—
" In loving memory of the British Flag who
departed this life on 2nd April, 1881. In other
climes none knew thee but to love thee."
" RESURGEM."
The Commanding Officer, Colonel Gildea, had the
flag dug up and brought it home. After his death
his widow handed it over to the Officer Commanding
2nd Battalion, then proceeding to South Africa in 1899.
The flag fulfilled its destiny, being hoisted again
over Potchefstroon on June 15th, 1900. It now rests
in a casket presented to the Officers, 2nd Battalion,
by Mrs. Gildea.
I have only to add that the Regiment is possibly
the oldest Fusilier Regiment, although the 7th Fusiliers
also claim this distinction.
The truth appears to be that both Regiments were
entirely armed with the " Fusil" in 1685.
Yours sincerely,
GERALD W. BROWNE,
Major.
Royal Scots Fusiliers.

The Buffs Golfing Society.
npHE following further members have joined the
JL Society as a result of the publication on J anuary
18th of the revised edition of the Society's pamphlet.
NONPLAYING MEMBERS.
Colonels Sir Courtenay Vyvyan, C.B., C.M.G., and
F. Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D.
BrevetColonel F. L. Lewis, C.B.
Lieut.Colonels J. H. Allen and R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O.
Majors A. E. Colley, H. L. ArcherHoublon, H. G.
James, W. H. Booth, D.S.O., O.B.E.; F. O.
Marchant, M.C. and A. H. TyldenPatterson,
D.S.O.
Captain W. W. Gascoyne.
PLAYING MEMBERS.
Majors C. H. Hood, P. Jude, G. A. Meakin and
E. G. Wastall, V.D.
Captains N. D. Rice and C. E. A. Terry.
Lieutenants J. V. Dockray, Gordon Lindley, M.C..,
H. F. Whitfield and R. O. B. Beltington.
The support given the Society by the above non
playing members is most encouraging and helpful and
universal gratitude will be felt; it is hoped that some
who have helped in this way may be able to visit us at
our Spring or Autumn meetings.
FIXTURES.
The match v. the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment has now been definitely fixed for Saturday,
March 13th, at Prince's, Sandwich. The green fee at
Prince's is 10/ for three days, so that members
participating in this event will, if they wish, be able to
enjoy one or two days over the course prior to or
following the day of the match. This opportunity
will, no doubt, be greedily taken advantage of ;
Prince's is a wonderful course, and some would even
place it above St. George's,
In addition to the increase in membership, fresh
offers have been received to arrange and manage
matches in addition to those already received and
gladly accepted from Major General Sir A. Lynden
Bell, Colonels Trevor, Burns, Dyne and Body, and
Major Howard Smith. These fresh offers come from
Messrs. Buttanshaw and Goodall who hope to arrange
for matches on consecutive days against Littlehampton
and Goodwood during the first week in July ; and
from Captain C. E. A. Terry, who suggests a match
v. Liphook which he describes as the best inland course
he has ever played on, and also possibly another v. the
Old Harrovian Golfing Society.
As regards the proposed matches down Portland
way, Major Howard Smith writes that the second week
in August is likely to prove to be the most suitable
date ; during this week, the 2nd Battalion sports are
also due to take place and will offer an additional
attraction to those who make this trip.
Needless to say, should any of the above matches
materialize, full particulars will at once be circulated
to all concerned.
AN IMPORTANT POINT.
In a few weeks the Society will be well away with
their fixtures for 1926, and members are asked to give
as long notice as may be possible of those in which
they wish to take part.
Quite apart from the assistance that this gives to
the Tkanager of the team, there is always the necessity
of giving the Secretary of the opposing side well in
advance the individual handicap of those playing for
the Society so that matches may be evened up as far
as possible, an important matter which goes so far
towards making these fixtures so enjoyable, doing away
as it does with all chance of high and low handicap
men being pitted against each other.
Members will, therefore, be helping very consider
ably if they will kindly bear this request in mind
throughout the season.
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Round and About.
SNOW.

The vagaries of our climate are such that
a heat wave may well be in progress
when this number of The Dragon is issued. Even so,
some comment on the recent severe weather seems
necessary. The daily press has found much " copy"
in it, and after all, the weather is of national
importance.
To Londoners snow means acute discomfort. The
streets soon become rivers of frozen slush distasteful
alike to the pedestrian and the motorist. House
holders too, do not bless severe cold for the problem of
frozen waterpipes invariably arises.
Of all the community, children like it best, and
perhaps plumbers even more than children.
*

*

*

*

THE SPIRIT The books which treat of the Metropolis
OP LONDON, are legion and range from such works

as those of Besant to the factladen
guide books designed for tourists. Just occasionally
there comes a book which is more than mere
topography. Such is " The London Perambulator,"
written by James Bone, illustrated by Muirhead Bone,
the eminent etcher, and published by Jonathon Cape.
I can think of no work of a similar nature more
likely to enthrall even those who are entirely unfamiliar
with the city. The historical aspect is only dealt with
in so far as it serves to illuminate the " character " of
London and its people. It is a book with more human
interest than thousands of novels. The chapter on
famous shops of character alone would make the book
worth reading. I recommend it heartily.
*

*

*

*

Everyone is flocking
to Burlington
House these days to see what must be
one of the most remarkable collections
of pictures ever hung on those historic
walls. John Sargent, the American
born Royal Academician, must indeed have been a
prodigious worker. In this show some six hundred
odd works are on view. This number of course,
includes a certain number of studies and drawings
which the artist made, but when one remembers that
the Burlington House pictures represent perhaps only
a third of his output, the achievement can be realised.
There is also a memorial exhibition of other works
by the painter at the moment in Boston, U.S.A., his
native town.
The critics in some quarters have attempted to
belittle Sargent's greatness by such comments as " had
he (Sargent) lived in an age when representational art
was less popular, his work would not have gained such
prominence." Be that as it may, the fact remains
that we, living in this age of " representational
painting " are not likely to see again such amazing
skill, dexterity and art, to say nothing of such
prodigious energy.
THE
SARGENT
MEMORIAL
EXHIBITION,

*

THE MOB.

*

*

*

" The psychology of crowds," as it has
been called, is an interesting science.
I was passing through Victoria Station this evening and
noticed a large and apparently eager crowd assembled
near the main continental arrival platform. I asked
a bystander what the cause was. "You know as
much as I do " he replied and added " I just saw the
people all waiting and joined them."
As I was hurrying to catch a train I could not add
to the throng, but later, on glancing through my
evening paper, I read that some French Police visitors

were expected this evening. This, then, was the
magnet. I had thought at first that it must have been
at least Rudolph Valentino or some such " lion."
There is probably no city in the world in which so
many free shows are afforded the idle.
*

*

*

*

ENGLISH
Arrangements seem to be well ahead for
FILMMAKING, an attempt to compete with the flood

of Hollywoodmade pictures which we
have to suffer here in England. Apart from the fact
that the British industry ought to benefit by this effort
there are many reasons why the picturegoer will
welcome it. When one thinks of the gigantic sums
which American producers are alleged to spend on
productions and compares them with the artistic result
achieved, one is ready to encourage any new departure.
It is on record that a wellknown British author
was engaged some time ago as consultant to a thriving
Film Studio in California. The picture being made
was based on a wellknown play by one of our two
most popular playwrights. The Consultant had
occasion during operations to comment unfavourably
on the version being prepared. He objected (1) to
grapefruit being served at breakfast in the house of
an English Earl and (2) to the spectacle of the said
Earl's daughter being attended at her bath by two
gorgeously apparelled maids. The reply to the
criticism in each case was that American audiences
like (1) to see grape fruit on English Earls' breakfast
tables and (2) to think of daughters of Earls so
attended. Needless to say the consultant soon after
gave up " consulting " and returned to authorship.
*
*
*
*
CHANGING There is coal and there are rumours of
KENT.
coal. The exact proportions are difficult
to ascertain at this stage but one
undoubted fact emerges, namely that East Kent as
we know it will not be the same to look at long.
Industrial progress has always spelt a darkening of the
face of the land. This symptom has been realised in
time and great efforts are being made to ensure that
the development of the coal mines does not make a
" black country " of the Garden of England. I hope
in the March issue to review a most interesting volume
which came into my hands recently. It deals with the
Regional Town planning schemes which have been
devised.
*

*

*

*

A correspondent writes to me as follows :
" There is a little sign in Chinese
characters hanging outside the ' Chop
suey joint' in Limehouse Causeway,
which is translated for the benefit of the uninitiated as
HangHo. Inside, a ' Chink ' in a cloth cap is leaning
over a counter talking in an undertone to two lascars.
A buck nigger from the West Indies is sitting at a table
playing MahJongg with a little Malay who has a long
diagonal scar across his left cheek. On the walls are
hanging a few pictures illustrating Chinese Legendary
History and one or two kakimonas in silk. One feature
of particular interest is a benediction on all who enter
the house provided that the guest prays for the safe
and speedy return of the proprietor to the land of the
lotusblossom.
A Chinese fireman from a ship just berthed at
Millwall Docks enters and orders a noodle and " tea
with the flower " and sits down waiting for the Fan
Tan to begin.
And all this is a 3d. bus fare from the Bank."
G.B.M
ROMANCE
UP THE
ROAD.
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Ten Days Leave in Central India.

W

HEN stationed in the Central Provinces in
India a few years ago, I enjoyed a good ten
days' leave tiger shooting in one of the small native
states, an account of which may be interesting to other
sportsmen. We were three guns, consisting of the
Adjutant of Railway Volunteers, M. and myself. The
Adjutant made all the arrangements, being an old
hand at the game ; we others being out after tiger for
the first time.
We slept one night in the train, then struck north
for 30 miles in a bullock cart; next stage 15 miles on
elephant and finished the last stage, 10 miles, on our
ponies, which we had sent ahead of us with all the
tents and baggage, four days in advance.
We sent all the supplies on from our own station,
except soda water and ice, of which we had two cart
loads up from the railway station where we had left
the train. We arrived in camp in time for dinner and
found all the tents pitched and everything ready for
us in a delightful shady grove. Attached to the camp
were three or four good shikarees and one local police
man (native), the latter being also a keen sportsman.
All the inhabitants were aborigines (Bhils) and anxious
to show sport. The shikarees were paid by results,
i.e., five rupees for every tiger they showed.
For ten miles round the camp in all likely places
a calf or bullock was tied up and the daily programme
was as follows :—each of us rose before daybreak and
went out on foot in different directions with one gun
bearer or shikaree for a morning's stalk—two or three
miles from camp. On these occasions we shot birds
and buck for food, returning for breakfast and a rest.
By noon, reports would have arrived if any of our tie
ups had been taken, and we were fortunate in having
three such during the ten days.
The tiger having killed during the night, he would,
after gorging himself, lie up during the heat of the day
in the nullah, a dry river bed somewhere in the vicinity.
The able bodied men of the district turned up and
some 200 were engaged as beaters. The Shikarees,
under the Adjutant's able direction, fixed
up our
" machans " which were ordinary native beds tied up
in the fork of a tree, and the beaters were then sent
round to the head of the nullah and ordered under the
direction of the shikarees to beat towards us. Then
ensued a long wait for the guns, sometimes lasting an
hour or more, during which time we could not smoke
or move, for fear of alarming the tigers. These long
waits were trying owing to the heat and flies and ants ;
but all these discomforts were quickly forgotten when
we heard the roar of the tiger for the first time, showing
us that he was inside the line of beaters. At the sides
of the nullah, stops were posted, i.e., men up trees
gently tapping to keep the quarry from breaking out
sideways. The first day we got a brace of tigers out
and they both came to me, on my right hand. An
older hand at the game would have got them both,
but I was only able to swing on the second one as he
galloped from rock to rock, and hit him over the spine
above the shoulders, but only a flesh wound, and off
he went. The Shikarees tracked the blood stains and
we soon located him in a cave at the side of the nullah
lower down and we had to go after him on foot.
Making a detour we all three came above him,
and began throwing stones down at the top of the
cave, but he came with a terrific roar and M. and I let
him have it again and turned him. After going thirty
yards down hill, he was 'hors de combat.' The
Adjutant, the old hand, reserved his fire, as he well
thought we might miss. This was my first tiger and
there was joy in the camp and wine.
Next day we beat the same nullah, and, to our
snrprse, out came No. 1 again and the Adjutant got
the shot, rolling him over at 50 yards on the move with

his 500 express. The Adjutant finished him off with
two more shots without having to descend from his
machan. These were two young tigers about two
years old, and were with an old tigress which got out
at the side of the beat: on each occasion we failed to
get a shot at her.
The next gcod beat was two days later, when M.
got a very close shot at a large tigress, but owing to his
using a very small bore rifle (Manlicher), the bullet
must have been deflected by a twig, as the tigress
got clean away, in spite of two magazines being
emptied after her
We had also seveial beats for a mixed bag, in which
we could shoot at anything, and bagged a neilghai and
a cheetah. I also sat up one night over a kilt but did
not get a shot. It was a clear moonlight night and
I saw a hyena come close but refrained from shooting
which I rather regretted afterwards, as the tiger did
not come and the hyena is not a bad trophy and sets
up well.
On the last day we were invited to come and kill
a rogue lephant which was uprooting a neighbouring
village Our native policeman got the shot, however,
with his old Snider, and the natives finished off the
beggar with a variety of weapons.
This was a very enjoyable holiday, perfectly
arranged, and I give it as an instance of what can still
be done if one goes about it the proper way. The
small Rajah of the State was most hospitable., and we
found the natives glad to see us. We paid the beaters
one anna a day or two annas if we saw a tiger , the
total cost was about 100 rupees each for the ten days.
I used a Lee Metford 303 and a 12 bore rifle
for close quarters on foot, and recommend the latter
or some large bore rifle when shooting tiger, not a
small bore as it does not hit hard enough Also,
I made the fatal error of not sitting sufficiently
sideways to the right, as one cannot swing to the right,
but can easily do so to the left.
R. MC.D.
COMMUNISTS AND THE ARMY.
WAR OFFICE, 29TH DECEMBER, 1925.

The following letter has been issued by the Army
Council to all General Officers CommandinginChief
and General Officers Commanding at Home and
Abroad :—
Sir,
23vd December, 1925.
I am commanded by the Army Council to forward
a copy of a leaflet which has recently been distributed
to the troops throughout Great Britain by Communist
propagandists.
I am to say that the Council are satisfied that all
ranks of the Army deeply resent not only the efforts
of the authors of this and similar leaflets to beguile
them into acts of disloyalty, but also the insult thrown
at them in the indecent remarks which the authors,
in their ignorance of a soldier's true character, imagine
will prove attractive.
The welfare of the troops is a matter of complete
indifference to these persons, whose object is to reduce
the Army to a state of inefficiency and untrust
worthiness in the hope that this will assist them in
their aim of creating a state of affairs out of which
they hope to profit, although it can only bring in its
train disorder, loss and suffering to others.
I am to request that you will communicate the
contents of this letter to the troops serving under your
Command, and inform them that a copy of it is being
communicated to the Press in order that the Public
may be made aware of this insult to the moral
character, loyalty and intelligence of the Army.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
H. J. CREEDY.
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Matters of Interest.
Two DISTINGUISHED REGIMENTS.
The compliment paid to " The Buffs "by the King
of Denmark, who as ColonelinChief decorated one of
its officers yesterday when in Copenhagen with the
British boxing team, reminds those interested in the
annals of the British Army that the history of the
regiment goes back to the period of Queen Elizabeth.
There are those of the regiment who even claim that
the regiment is the oldest in the British Army, not
even excepting the Royal Scots, or " Pontius Pilate's
Bodyguard," as it has been familiarly called. " The
Buffs " march through the City of London with
bayonets fixed and colours flying, an honour shared
only by the Royal Fusiliers and the King's Company
of the Grenadiers and the Royal Marines. Outside
the regular Services the Honourable Artillery Company
alone shares this honour. Stirring commands are
given such a regiment when its duties call it within
Temple Bar—" Fix bayonets," " Unfurl colours."
" The Buffs," too, have another interesting historical
connection. The 61st Foot, now the 2nd Battalion
Gloucester Regiment, were founded from the old 3rd
Battalion of " The Buffs," and became at one time the
North Gloucestershire Militia. The Gloucesters are,
of course, a splendid regiment, and the 28th (the 1st
Battalion) and 61st had more battle honours than any
other regiment of two battalions in the whole army in
1914. The 2nd Battalion was always called " The
EnglishScotch Regiment," as its association with
Scottish regiments became historical in the Service.
(Glasgow Herald).
ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS.

Mechanical Science Course at Cambridge University.
An Army Council Instruction announces that a
twoyear course at Cambridge University for selected
officers of the Royal Signals will commence each year
in October. The Course is intended for officers who
have a fair knowledge of mathematics and wireless.
Officers attending the Course will take up the
Mechanical Sciences Tripos and will include " Electric
Signalling " as one of the voluntary subjects for the
Tripos.
As an alternative to the Mechanical Science Tripos,
an officer selected for the Course would be permitted
to take up the Physics and Mathematics Tripos with
special sanction from the War Office if his quali
fications are such that it would be to the benefit of the
service that he should take up this alternative.
Officers selected will be expected to pass the qualifying
examination in mathematics on joining the University,
in order that they may be in a position to devote their
time at the University uninterruptedly in working for
the Tripos.
They will attend the Long Vacation term at the end
of their first and second years at the University,
and will not be detailed for duty for manoeuvres or
training during the period of this term.
Officers selected for these courses will be required
to sign an undertaking that they will continue to serve
for at least three years after the end of the course.
2. The names of officers desirous of, and
recommended for, attending the Course in October,
1926, should be forwarded so as to reach the War Office
not later than 1st March, 1926, in order that selection
from the names may be made in sufficient time to
enable those selected to work up for the qualifying
examination.
SOLDIERS AND THE PENSIONS ACT.

Under the Widows', Orphans' and Old Age
Contributory Pensions Act, 1925, the normal con
tribution payable in respect of a serving soldier will
be at the ordinary rate of 9d. a week and the soldier,

like a civilian, will be required to pay half this sumA
This payment will be recovered from the soldier as a
stoppage from pay at a monthly rate of l/7£d.
Men of the Army Reserve, Supplementary Reserve
and Territorial Army will, during training, be dealt
with for the purposes of this Act, in the same way as
for Health Insurance, except that the contribution
under the Health Insurance Act and that payable
under the Contributory Pensions Act will be paid as
one combined contribution.
ARMY EDUCATION TRAINING.

1,381 First Class Certificates.
The Report on the last Examination of soldiers
for the Army First Class Certificate of Education and
the Army Special Certificate shows that 2,319
candidates sat for the tests. Of this number 2,110
entered for the First Class Certificate and 1,365 were
successful. This result shows 65 per cent of successes
as against 41 per cent in the previous examination.
For the Special Certificate, which is equivalent to
University matriculation, there were 204 candidates,
of whom eight took the whole examination and
obtained the certificate while thirtyone, who took
only such subjects as were required to complete their
qualification, were successful. Sixteen others who
failed to qualify for the Special, were awarded the
First Class Certificate.
Five candidates who had already matriculated at
a University (or passed an equivalent examination)
presented themselves only in map reading to complete
their qualification, and were successful in so doing.
ARMY EDUCATION CORPS.

All Candidates for enlistment into or transfer to the
Army Educational Corps for general education purposes
are now required to be in possession of the Army
Special Certificate or its equivalent and Warrant
Officers and NonCommissioned Officers at present
serving in the Corps are ineligible for promotion unless
they possess this educational qualification. The case
of any noncommissioned officer who possesses
exceptional qualifications as an instructor in vocational
training may, however, be submitted to the War Office
for special consideration. Soldiers of the late Corps
of Army Schoolmasters, who were transferred to the
Army Educational Corps on its formation, will be
considered as having qualifications equivalent to the
possession of a special certificate for purposes of
promotion.
The Army Council Instruction which makes this
announcement adds that Warrant officers and sergeants
not in possession of the army special certificate or its
equivalent will be afforded every possible encourage
ment and facility towards obtaining that certificate
at an early date, not only with a view to their being
eligible for advancement in the Corps, but also to
enhance their prestige as instructors.
PRESENTATION OF CUPS FOR COMPETITION IN THE
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

1. The proprietors of the Daily Telegraph have
generously presented a challenge cup, to be known as
the " Daily Telegraph Cup," to be competed for
annually by all units of the Territorial Army with a
peace establishment of over 250 for the best attendance
at annual camp.
2. A cup, to be known as the " Dartmouth Cup,"
has been generously presented by Colonel the Right
Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, K.C.B., V.D.,
T.D., to be competed for annually by units of the
Territorial Army. Particulars of the conditions
governing the competition for this cup, which may
vary from year to year, will be announced in Army
Council Instructions.
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The 1st Battalion.

T is cruel to talk to people
compelled
to
remain
in England about the weather
when one reads in the newspapers
of floods and cold, but January
—do not mention wet December
—has been more like a warm
June of England, with cloudless
skies and the Mediterranean that
deep blue to which no home sea
can ever hope to aspire.
The spell of fine
weather
should be infectious (not like
measles) and make everyone so
happy, but the long round of
social engagements connected
with the yuletide season are apt
to dull the clearest sky. Christ
mas Day was recognised in the
usual manner and the mess rooms
were unusually well decorated. The Judges considered
the room of fourteen group, Headquarter Wing, was
the best and "D" Company at Casemates second.
The fine weather has meant a wild rush at games
so as to get on with the intercompany competitions
for the Harris Shield. Fierce controversy rages round,
the new proposal to make the shield a platoon
competition. It is agreed that more players may
get a chance of a game, but it remains to be seen
if adopted how it will affect the standard of play in our
battalion teams. In local sports we have been doing
very well, being at the top of the Hockey and Football
Leagues. The details are given below. We are
looking forward to the arrival of the 2nd Battalion
the Suffolk Regiment to see how our team compares
with teams from home garrison stations.
Rugger has received a great impetus, mainly due to
the combined efforts of Captain Marshall and Mr.
Ronder. It is a pity that the latter has had to leave
in the middle of the season to go to a signalling course
at Catterick, where we wish him the best of luck.
The biweekly meets of the Royal Calpe Hounds
seem as popular a social event as ever. The increasing
number of motor cars appear to bring out an ever
growing crowd of walkers who are sometimes fortunate
in seeing more foxes than those who ride. As for the
hunting itself the foxes seem keenner than ever of
running round and round the Cork Woods, retiring to
the unclimable Crags when they get tired. Out of the
woods the scent has not been so good, and one keen
follower was known to fall asleep in the sun and lose
his horse. Luckily it was not a speedy racehorse,
because the battalion has been able to supply a few
winners this season, and in this connection, con
gratulations are due to Mr. Coates and Mr. Fox.
Life in Gibraltar is not all games, hunting and
races. The Headquarter Wing are to be congratulated
on winning the intercompany drill competition held
on the Abaneda ; "C" Company were second.
During the month a draft arrived from Portland,
when we had the opportunity of greeting Mr. Waters
on his first real tour abroad.
Going the other way, we have lost Captain Watson,
who has left so that he can represent the battalion at
the Depot and have a close up at Bell Harry. We
hope the draft he took home will all find employment.
By the time these notes appear in print the Atlantic
Fleet will have arrived; all Gibraltar will be over
crowded, so some people say.

Football.

The weather has been kinder during the last month
and in consequence it has been possible to play our
matches on the advertised dates.
The first thought in looking over the football of
December is that we have won the "A" League. Up
to date, six matches have been played, of which we
have won five, drawn one and have not yet been
defeated this season. We have a total of eleven points
out of a possible twelve and have scored fifteen goals
to our opponents five. One more match remains to
be played—against the Staff and Departments, and
then we have a rest for a fortnight before playing our
first Governor's Cup Match against Medium Brigade
R.A. on January 29th.
The following matches were played in December
and J anuary :—
Dec. 12. v. Heavy Batteries R.A.
... Won 3—1
Dec. 31. v. Staff and Departments
... Won 2—1
Jan. 5. v. Medium Brigade R.A.
... Won 4—2
If the team continue to play as well as at present,
we have every hope of pulling off the Governor's
Cup. During "the month L/Cpl. Shaw has left the
battalion and his loss is keenly felt. The following
have been awarded their colours for the season and
will represent the battalion in the Governor's Cup :—
Pte. Home ("B" Coy.) ; Pte. Bailey ("C" Coy.),
L/Cpl. James ("A" Coy.) ; L/Cpl. Mancer ("E 14"),
Pte. Turner ("A" Coy.), L/Cpl. Edwards ("C" Coy.) ;
Sgt. Burville ("A" Coy.), Lieut. Mallam ("A" Coy.),
L/Cpl. Lewis ("E 14"), Pte. Aylwood ("A" Coy.),
L/Cpl. Lee ("E 14").
Company Football is in full swing and the Harris
Shield competition is practically completed. We have
three companies left in the third round of the Garrison
interCompany Cup.
K.M.C.M.

Hockey.

The Battalion Hockey Team have started very well
this season, and up to the present have won all games
as shown below. The league match with the Medium
Battery was very hotly contested; eventually we
ran out winners, 3—1. We played the Suffolk Regi
ment, who have a very fine side and managed to beat
them 4—2 after a very excellent game.
On New Year's Day the R.A. gave us a very good
game which we won 4—3 and the Eastern Telegraph
Company gave us a very hard game which we won
2—1.

RESULTS.
League.
v. Suffolk Regiment
v. Medium Battery ...

E.T.C.
R.A. ...

' 3,

...

...

Friendly.
v. H.M.S. Benbow
...

4—2
3—1
2—1
4—3

...
7—1
We have to play three more matches in the league
and hope to bring the cup to the Regiment. The
Harris Shield Matches are commencing this month and
are due to be finished by March 31st.

Rugby Football.

Rugby football has been taken up throughout the
battalion with considerable enthusiasm and we have
had some excellent games. The great advantage of
the game in Gibraltar lies in the fact that though
hockey and association enthusiasts are often debarred
from playing through the bad state of the ground,
rugger can be played after heavy rain, with no detri
mental effects on the ground.
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v. ROYAL ENGINEERS.

We hope both Major Hickman and Miss McDouall enjoyed being
with us, it was indeed nice to have them amongst us.
Thanks are due to the committee, especially Mrs. Power, for pro
ducing such a good evening's enjoyment. At the conclusion, Mr.
Andrews in a loud and clear voice called for cheers to be given to the
Ladies and Officers, especially Mrs. Power and Mrs. Lucas, who had
given up hours of their leisure to make the party a happy family gather
ing, which it really was.
The Band played selected pieces throughout the afternoon which
were thoroughly enjoyed. We now look forward to where we shall
spend our next Christmas.

"A" AND "C" COYS. V. THE REST.

Today being New Year's Day, my first good resolution I was going
to make was, not to write any more Dragon Notes, but the Company
have promised me a typewriter, restore my P.P.,give me a new canteen,
and allow me to take school parade whenever I wish, so you can see
that I am duty bound to carry on.
I have heaps to writeabout this time, but I must somewhat condense
the news, owing to the fact that I have borrowed this writing pad,
and the good Samaritan keeps creating at me for using so much of his
pad.
The first article of any interest is, I believe, the departure of some
of our lads into civilian life. We have lost some of the finest sportsmen
in the Company and even Battalion, by these people going home. The
whole of the Company join in with me in wishing them every success
and prosperity in civilian life. They left us on Sunday, December
27th, on the City of Marseilles and according to the papers they ex
perienced some rough weather. As a fellow sufferer I can imagine
" Nooker Marsh " suffering from the effects of " MaldeMer."
The Christmas festivities went very smoothly this year, and' great
credit must be given to the C.Q.M.S. and staff for the way in which
they satisfied everybody's appetite; even "Bill Collard" was
satisfied with the dinner, and he can't eat much. Pte. Brissenden and
his gang must also be praised for their excellent decoration of the
mess room, and the organization of the concert during the evening,
which had plenty of local talent.
We welcome the draft from the 2nd Battalion and hope that they
soon settle down into our methods, let us also hope that they have
plenty of talent for the sports field, because we have got to make up
for the lads who have just left us.

Congratulations to "Billy Willing" on getting a "Qualified I"
at Hythe. I suppose he is now enjoying his leave at home. No doubt
he will be able to utilise some of the wind tables when he gets aiming
and firing at some of the cats around his district.
By the way, if any of you are thinking of going on Cook's Trip to
the Alps, I can honestly recommend one of Mr. Mallam's Trips to the
Signal Station as a substitute. Guides are supplied gratis, and has
I happened to be the right guide of the leading Platoon, I can assure
you that a guide of some sort is required.
Well, I must now describe the results of sport in the Company.
Our first big victory was the winning of the " Hoare's Cup." The
first six home of the team were :—(1) Crowhurst, (2) Cornwall, (3)
Ringe, (4) Burt, (5) Dunk, 19, (6) Dunk, 12. Cpls. Bell and Carpenter
completed the team. The Cup and Medals were presented to the
winning team by H.E. The Governor.
In the football field we attained the following :—
(Harris Shield) : "A" v. E23 ; " A" won 21, Bones scoring;
"A" v. "C" ; "A" won 21 ; Turner and Aylward.
(Harris Shield) :—Bayonet Fencing ; "A" v. E23, E14, and "B",
" A" winning in each case.
(Lucas Shield):—Football: 3 Platoon, v. 2 Platoon, 3 lost 100.
1 Platoon v. 2, 1 won, 32.
(Friendly):—Football: 2nd XI. v. M.G.'s 2nd XI., won 32.
Also beat Band, 61.
(Friendly) :—Football: 2nd XI. v. E 14. 2nd XI. won 41.
(Friendly):—Hockey : "A" v. 23. Draw, 55. "A" v. Rest of
Battalion : "A" won, 95. "A" v. "C." "A" lost 53. "A" v. 23.
"A" won 41.
(Friendly):—Rugby : "A" and "C" v. Rest of Battalion. Draw,
00. "A" v. Rest of Battalion. "A" Company won 95.
Whilst playing in a Battalion Rugby game L/c. Watts met with
a very nasty accident to his leg, and it is feared that it is broken. We
all wish him a speedy recovery and trust that it will not prove to be so
serious.
Four of "A" Company, viz., Aylward, James, Turner and Mr.
Mallam have been selected to play for the Navy and Army versus
the Civilians of the Rock. Well I must conclude these notes and go
for an afternoon stroll whilst I still hold the title of
" EXBUNG."

Won, 3—0.
This was an excellent game for our first appearance,
though naturally we suffered somewhat through lack
of experience as was shewn at times in the bad packing
of the scrum. However, the latter were very good in
the loose and to this our narrow victory may be
attributed. The threequarters obviously had not
settled down and shewed a tendency to run across
instead of going straight.
Drawn 0—0.
The forwards were particularly well matched and
worked hard, but "A" and "C" were certainly better
in the threequarter line. The game was of great value
and shewed quite a lot of talent.
v. THE EXILES (E.T.C.).

Lost, 20—5.
Though we lost this match it was of great benefit
to the side as shewing how threequarters should work,
for our opponents were undoubtedly superior in this
branch of the game. Their backs ran straight and
fast and were assisted by the fact that our men were
not marking their opposite numbers. As a result, the
' dummy was sold' on more than one occasion most
effectively. Our tackling, too, left much to be desired.
The packs were well matched, but our packing still
bears room for improvement.
"A" COY. V. "THE REST."

"A" Company won, 9—5.
A good game, probably the best that has so far
been played. " The Rest" pack were often inclined
to let the ball out of the scrum when they should have
taken it on. Tackling showed a great improvement
on the last match.
v. H.M.S. Voyager.

Lost 17—0.
A disappointing game, largely due perhaps to the
hard state of the ground which badly needs more rain
to soften it. L/Cpl. Watts playing scrum half, had the
misfortune to break his leg during the second half. He
has been playing a good game this season and will be
missed from the side.
It is unfortunate that 2nd Lieut. Boucher, to whose
efforts the revival of Rugby football in the Battalion
must largely be attributed, should have had to go to
the United Kingdom on a course which will prevent
his taking part again until next season.

Families Christmas Tree Party.
The annual Christmas Tree Party for the families was held in the
Garrison Gymnasium, on Christmas Eve, tea being served at
4.15 p.m. The arrangements were in the hands of a very able com
mittee consisting of Mrs. Power, Colonel Lucas and Mr. Andrews. The
latter, being a Scrounger of some repute, tactfully had a subcommittee
up his sleeve which ensured success. This jolly little party comprised
the following :—R.Q.M.S. Evans, C.S.M.'s Farrow and Ransley.
Fiftyfive families sat down to a beautifully laid table and were
attended to by the officers and ladies of the battalion. It must be
mentioned that the good feeling which exists between officers and the
families was strengthened by the fact that every officer and lady of
the battalion residing in Gibraltar was present at the party.
Through the medium of The Dragon I wish the officers and ladies
to know how fully we appreciate their kindness and interest on our
behalf.
As customary, the tree had been beautifully decorated in the
morning by the good band of ladies of the battalion, ably led by Mrs.
Power, whose one and only thought is for the welfare of the families.
Each wife and child, both on and off the strength were given a
handsome present at the hands of Father Christmas, who was led into
the room on the arm of Mr. Andrews.
H.E. the Governor, Sir Charles, and the Hon. Lady Monro paid
us a visit after tea and it was really interesting to see how the children
paid their respects when the King was played. Each child (less the
wee tots) stood rigidly to attention, a sight that would make many
a drill instructor shudder. Incidentally I hear instructions had pre
viously been given to the children by the Q.M.
The whole time was spent in fun, frolic, and frivolity. The service
of a ventriloquist were secured and caused plenty of amusement amongst
the party, especially the adults.
It was indeed pleasing to watch both Colonel and Mrs. Lucas in the
midst of the kiddies during the games. This prompted a good many
people to join in the fun. The writer observed Major Crookenden
in a corner of the building surrounded by a dozen or so small mites,
telling them stories of Father Christmas. One heard later that he had
great difficulty in freeing himself of them.

"A" COMPANY.

Things we want to know.
Who is the man in 2 Platoon who buys milk for his guinea pig ?
Are Stone and Card after buying their " checks " ?
And how many " Dollars " have they lost ?
Does Mowland fish for the love of sport, or just for suppers ?
What is'meant in the army by. the term, " A General Holiday " ?
Did the march to the Signal Station produce a Kruschen feeling
or a " Killing " feeling ?
Was it a mistake in detail when L/c. James got warned for dental
treatment ?
Or should it have been to have his measurements taken for the
wearing of stilts ?
What makes Larrett's eyes go round like revolving collar " studs ? "
(Is he in love) ?
Did he wait about one and a half hours for her ?
When will the Gingar " bloke" mind his own business ? (Who
WhyWhatand When).
When is "A" Company's Storeroom being turned into a Restaurant ?
Does "A" Company's Scout Master ever get cross because he has no
Wolf Cubs ?
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"B" COMPANY.

Since our last notes, our old Company Commander, Capt. Causton,
M.C., has taken over the duties of Garrison Adjutant. We welcome
Capt. Wale to the Company and congratulate him on his promotion to
Captain.
Wt extend a warm greeting to Lt Sankey, L/c. Hoy, Ptes. Home,
Moat, Perry, Mummery, and B. Marriott on their return from leave
in the United Kingdom.
We entered a team to compete in the " Hoare Running Cup,"
the course being seven miles. Our team was L/c. Wyles, Humphries,
Ptes. Madden, Jordon, Langley, Howard, Deane, and Porter. We did
exceedingly well in being the sixth team in.
Cpl. Bennett, Ptes. Giles, Davis, Charman, Downs, Proudfoot,
have left us for civilian life, and we wish them the best of luck ; we
shall miss them because they were so popular amongst us all.
Christmas has passed us once again, and everyone was happy ; we
sat down to dinner at 12.45 p.m. The Mess room was gaily decorated,
and we congratulate C.Q.M.S. Dixon, L/c. Wyles and Pte. Brown
for the splendid work they did in decorating the Mess room.
In the evening we held a concert, C.Q.M.S. Dixon ably carried out
the duties of M.C.
The following is the programme of events :—
1. OPENING CHORUS
" Bornio "
THE BAND
2. SONG
" A Few Moans"
...
PTE. BROWN
3. SELECTION "The Two Warblens" L/c. HUNT AND PTE. TAYLOR
4. MOUTH ORGAN SOLO "Selected" PTES. BROWN AND HUMBLE
5. SONG
...
..." Won't yer Bill "...
...
CPL. BUTCHER
6. SKETCH Our Uptodate Builders PTES. COUGLAN & G. MARRIOTT
7. SONG
...
" Ragtime Wedding"
... PTE. W. TAYLOR
8. EXHIBITION "Conjuring" ... PTES. MOAT AND B. MARRIOTT
9. SONG
...
" Hiawatha's Melody"
...
MRS. BENNETT
10. SONG
" Thora"
G.Q.M.S. DIXON

INTERVAL 10 MINS.
DRINK UP.
SONG " Call me back Pal of Mine " ...
...
... SGT. GOSS
12. SONG "Show me the way to go home" LT. OLIVER & SGT. GOSS
13. SELECTED "Plans of Eastern Beach " PTES. SMITH & WAKELIN
14. MOUTH ORGAN SOLO ..."Selected"
...
PTE. BROWN
CLOSING CHORUS
...
..."SHOW ME THE WAY TO GO HOME"
GOD SAVE THE KING.

1L

We congratulate all those who helped to make the evening
a pleasant one, especially Pte. Taylor, Pte. Smith and Pte. B. Marriott.
We were puzzled in the way in which he carried out his tricks.
We congratulate Ptes. Cozens and B. Marriott, on the excellent
way the Christmas dinner was served up.
We have played several games of football, and judging by form
shown, we should do well in the " Harris Shield " Matches, which will
commence shortly.

The InterCompany Governor's Cup.
The most important game was between us and the 6th Medium
Battery. In the first round our team lined up as follows :—Goal :
Pte. Home ; Backs : Pte. Thurlow and Moat; HalfBacks : Ptes.
Morris, Flisher, L/c. Hoy; Forwards : Ptes. Ingram, Richards,
Hogben, Brawn and L/c. Foreman. The Company won the toss, and
selected to kick against a slight wind. Play opened fast, and Fore
man made a splendid run on the right, and passed to Brawn who
made no mistake in finding the net, with a hard ground shot, after five
minutes play. Play continued in midfield, when Ingram obtained
possession, passed to Richards, who headed the ball into the net.
Halftime arrived with the score 20 in our favour. On the re
sumption, Ingram obtained possession, and made a splendid run on
the right, but the movement was spoilt, as hands were given against
our opponents outside the penalty area. Morris was entrusted with
the kick, and Flisher scored our third goal.
From the kickoff, our opponents broke through, and scored,
with about 15 minutes to go. Hoy gained possession and passed to
Foreman, who ran through and swung the ball to Brawn who scored
our fourth goal. The final whistle blew 41 in our favour.

" Harris Shield " Bayonet Fencing.
The first round was fought off during the month and we managed
to win it fairly easily.
Look out the Champion Company, we have bought the cleaning
material, and mean to use it!

" Harris Shield " Football.
We played 23 Company in " Harris Shield " Football Match on the
6th. Our team lined up as follows:—Pte. Home (Goal; Ptes.
Thurlow, Moat (Backs) ; Ptes. Flisher, Barnes, and L/c. Hoy (Half
Backs) ; Ptes. Ingram, Richards, Lenton, Hogben, and L/c. Foreman
(Forwards). We were the strongest side, and won easily bv 6 goals
to 1. Our goals were scored by Richards (2), Foreman (1), Lenton
(1), Hogben (1).
As these notes go to print we have to announce that we beat "D"
Company in the Harris Shield, 10.
J.H.

Things we want to know.

Has " Message " been issued with a hawker's licence yet, and who
are his regular customers ?
When is " Titch " relieving " Possy," and has he more qualifica
tions ?
What was the cause of " Calvo " getting a blowback ?
Who was the " N.C.O." who said that he had 2,836 breakfasts to
come ?

How did "Chester" wangle the tent, and was he mistaken for
Wood ?
Does Agae make a good batman ?
When is " Harry " getting married ?
Has " Chink " had a letter from Nodder yet ?
Who is " Marte " ?
Who was the " N.C.O. " who sat in front of the fire and said that
a turkey had four legs ?

"C" COMPANY.
I must apologise for being late for the press, but I hope these notes
are in time. The task of composing them has lately changed hands
very frequently, owing to our usual correspondent having journeyed
to the land of Regulation Arms, etc., but I will endeavour to make up
this failing, this month. In the world of sport we have been exercising
ourselves enormously, on one occasion no less than three different teams
taking the field on the same day, of which two won and one drew. In
the Football section we were drawn against "B" Company Suffolk
Regiment in InterCompany Cup. During the first half our team
could not settle down, no doubt, owing to the fact that the forward
line was slightly rearranged through C.S.M. Williams being in Hospital.
Our opponents played well, and at halftime the score Was 20 against
us. Our Captain changed several of the positions before the 2nd half,
and this caused an absolute change ; and we had all of the play . Our
team must be congratulated on scoring five goals during this half,
thus winning a wellcontested game by three goals. The team on this
occasion was as follows :—Goal, Honeysett; Backs, Bailey and Elliott;
Halves, Ash, Ayliffe and Erichsen; Forwards, Phillips, Channell,
Hughes, W. Williams and Edwards.
Our next game was against "A" Company in the Harris Shield.
We were unfortunate in having L/Cpl. Edwards away on the injured
list, but his place was filled very creditably by Thompson who has just
joined us from the 2nd Battalion. Thompson broke away during the
first half and made an opening, he centred beautifully to Hughes who
headed it in. At halftime the score was 10 in our favour.
During the 2nd half our team did not appear to work together,
and "A" snapped at the chance and scored two, thus winning by the
odd goal. In our next match we met a far superior team to ours in
"C" Company Suffolk Regiment (InterCompany Cup). They beat us
by 4 clear goals, but there is no discredit, as they should go a long
way towards winning the Cup. "D" Company were our next
opponents in the Harris Shield. Our team played splendid football
and ran out the winners by 4 clear goals. The team remained the
same, except that Hughes went in goal.
Although the rain has held back our hockey, we have given a good
display in our only two matches.
In our first match we played H.M.S. Cormorant. Our team were
much too fast for our opponents, and we ran out the winners 72 of
which Ayliffe scored six and L/Cpl. Edwards, 1. Much credit is due to
2/Lieut. J. R. P. Williams and Cpl. Ayliffe in the splendid way in which
they held the team together and played.
The next match was a friendly with "A" Company, which resulted
in a win for us, 31. 2/Lieut. Williams again played a very good game,
also Cpl. Ayliffe, in fact, everyone did well. Much more could be
said about it, but space will not permit. Whilst we are on the subject
of sport, we would like to congratulate Ptes. Coleby and Bartlett for
putting up a good show in the Army and Navy Boxing, again to Colby
for winning the Garrison Tournament (Bantam Weight).
In the Bayonet Fencing we have not dope so well as we should have
liked to have done, the reason, no doubt being, that we have lost our
old trainer and teamleader, C.S.M. Barrell, nevertheless, the " old
hands" with the assistance of 2/Lieut. Williams are doing their best
to improve the team.
We must also congratulate C.Q.M.S. Lane and L/Cpl. Ericksen
and their respective committees, for making our Christmas such an
enjoyable time. We had for this great day the use of the Wet Canteen,
and the decorating committee must have experienced great difficulty
in causing such a transformation. We are sorry they did not win a
prize, but well, everyone cannot win ; we were extremely lucky to
secure the valuable services of Lieut. Douglas, the new Brigade
Education Officer, as accompanist on the piano. Our Company
Commander with L/Sgt. Crane, Ptes. Richards and Kimpton, left us
a day or two after Christmas, the former for a tour of duty at the Depot,
and the others for discharge ; wfc wish them the best of luck and
happiness in their new spheres of life. We welcome Capt. R. J. Tuke
and 2/Lieut. F. de L Waters into our midst, and sincerely hope that
we shall, with their assistance, retain the good name we have always
had. A temporary, partial, abandonment of muscle exercises has been
filled in with an education scare, and considering the wrapt expression
which can be observed on some of the pupils' faces, I imagine they
are at last " sitting up and taking notice." We must " wind up " in
congratulating L/Sgt. Crump on getting Q. 1. at Hythe.
INCOGNITA.

Things we would like to be enlightened upon.
When a charge is proferred against an individual for his kit not
being in perfect alignment, is the word Berth, spelt with an e or an i,
and does the bluepencil mark denote emphasis ?
What particular throat and lung restorative does one require to
enable him to give his executive word of command, a half an hour
beforehand, so as to reach his squad at the stipulated moment ?
Is it really true that the C.S.M. and C.Q.M.S. are getting scooters
for room inspections on hunting days ?
(By request)—Who is the Company " Onion "
INCOGNITA.
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"B" and "D" Company's, Christmas Day, 1925.
"D" COMPANY.
The Company started the month fairly good, that is to say they
were all good boys, and everyone was endeavouring to make the coming
Christmas as good a success as possible.
All the Officers, N.C.O.'s and Men put their backs into it and tried
hard to win the Commanding Officer's Prize of £3 for the best decorated
Dining Hall, but unfortunately we were unsuccessful. We only got
2nd place, which was a prize of £2.
The following were in charge of the decorations :—
Cpl. Hills, assisted by Ptes. Kent, Daley, and Briggs and the few
Volunteers whom I do not know. We owe them our many thanks
for what they did.
The dinner itself was a great success and the thanks go to Cpls.
Errington, Perry and L/c. Sayer who did all the buying etc. Of course
I must not leave out a vote of thanks to the two who were cooking all
night on Christmas Eve—Ptes. Fuller and Ditton, our worthy Company
Cooks.
All ranks enjoyed themselves at the dinner and we were visited
by the Commanding Officer, The SecondinCommand, The Adjutant,
and the Quartermaster and R.S.M. But I must mention one more
although he does not belong to the Battalion now, but he once com
manded this famous ship in the Good Old Days, and that was Major
Hickman.
We wish him a most Prosperous New Year and hope to see him on
a future date.
The Commanding Officer wished us the best that could be and the
troops all replied in one voice, for " he's a Jolly Good Feller," to which
Major J. Crookenden (our skipper) replied and we all drank the Com
manding Officer's health and his staff's as well. Needless to say they
all drank small ones with a drop on top.
In the evening the Company had the usual Christmas Concert,
and everyone enjoyed themselves including the Officer of the Company
who were present. Sergt. A. Gibson being our Acting Company
SergeantMajor, took the duties of M.C. ; he makes a good one I can
tell you.
We are sorry to lose Captain Robin Tuke, he having been appointed
to command "C" Company at South Barracks. We wish him every
success and hope he won't forget us. It is funny how we lose our
Officers you know, it seems that they are trained in this Old Ship.
Now Lieut. Boucher .has gone, but he has only gone on a Course of
Signalling and we hope he will have the good fortune to return with a
"D," for he belongs to "D."
Since our last notes one or two changes have taken place. A draft
of eleven men have joined us from the 2nd Battalion, and we have sent
eleven N.C.O.'s and men home for transfer to the Army Reserve,
including the family of Pte. R. Pennell, M.M. We wish both drafts
the best that can be and hope the eleven who have gone home will be
able to settle down in civilian life once more, but its hard I know.
The Sporting part of the Company is still going strong, although
we don't seem to win much, but we keep trying.
The interPlatoon Challenge Shield of the Company is being fought
for and the result is as follows, to date :—
No. 13 Platoon, total, 6 points; 14 Platoon, total, 7 points;
15 Platoon, total, 5 points ; 16 Platoon, total, 2 poirfts.

It is hoped that No. 14 Platoon, the present holders, will give one
of the other Platoons a chance this time.
L/c. Hudson has proceeded to the United Kingdom, at his own
expense, to attend the School of Education at Shorncliffe. We wish
him the best and hope he will return an Acting Schoolmaster.
The Boxing Men of the Company are still in training and look
fairly fit for Jack Dempsey, but I don't know much about their doings
as I am not admitted to their Booth.
One of our Old School has returned to the Company in Pte. Pointer ;
he is an asset to our Company football team as Goalkeeper, and he is
jolly glad to be with his pals again.

Things we wan.t to know.
Who went Carol Singing on Christmas Eve and was wheeled home
in a wheelbarrow.
Where did they find the wheelbarrow ?
Who drank soda water on Christmas Eve, and was it refreshing ?
Did the C.Q.M.S. go carol singing, like last year, or had he lost his
book ?
What happened to the Storeman on Christmas Day. and is he oin
ing the R.A.T.A.
Who spilt the custard on the C.Q.M.S.'s Blue Patrol and was he
pleased ?
Who broke the wineglass and did he pay for it ?
Who lost the teapots after serving out beer from them ?
" THE USUAL SCRIBE."

THE MACHINE GUNNERS.
We will open fire this month by wishing our 2nd Battalion Machine
Gunners the old wish for 1926 : "A Happy New Year." We also
hope the 2nd Battalion M.G. Platoon enjoyed Christmas, 1925 as much
as we did. To all of our Gunners it was certainly a very enjoyable
Christmas, although it may have been tinged with regret by some of
our number, for we lost Corporal Wilcox and Ptes. Powell and Brudnell,
They were all good fellows and excellent gunners and in the field of
sport we miss all three. To those three who left us for U.K. we all
wish " the very best" in Civilian life and trust they will have with
them always " Memories " of Auld Lang Syne.
We have been engaged in Machine Gun Field Training for months
now and we have fought our battles upon a place called " Windmill
Hill." This is a place where we have always carried out our Machine
Gun advanced training and the place possesses old " Memories " both
good and bad, but the Machine Gunners have a fine sense of humour
and so find even the hardest times leave some old joke to add
to Machine Gunners store, and jokes which are always retold wherever
Gunners assemble together. But after numerous bloodless battles,
but not wordless ones, we have the end of our War in sight with the loss
of only fifteen men and they have not been killed, but are being returned
to Companies for ordinary Battalion duty. We all miss them very
much from our family circle, especially in Sport. I cannot mention
their names here owing to space being limited, but their names will
always be remembered and handed on to the Machine Gunners who
fill the breach they left, and we all wish them " Good Luck." Before
we had our Christmas dinner, the people who look after our welfare
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thought we wanted a conditioner, so on Thursday, December 24th,
1925, a Platoon Run was organised before breakfast and proved a great
success, for the boys ran very well indeed. By the way, the M.G.'s
running team are still going strong, but we unfortunately lose a good
runner, who has done his best for us always, in LanceCorporal Crabb
(also of Egypt fame). In fact some people who profess to know our
running team, say that in Egypt we used to run better than we have
ever done. ("Perhaps it was the Moonlight's" mystic attraction),
but as the runners have a certain freemasonry spirit between them,
I suppose the truth will never come out, but there certainly were some
great attractions in Egypt, judging by the practise our runners put in
there. But the draft that joined us in Egypt has presented us with
some good allround sportsmen and especially in regard to Cross
Country runners, as was proved by the way we saw our team of eight
stick the Rock Command Cross Country and not one of them fell over,
though a certain hill here would make the bravest man feel timid,
and to our draft we look for great things in future for running and all
sports. But before we dose " Here's to the old brigade." Anything
else must wait till next month's Dragon.
(GUNNER).

Things we want to know.
(MOSTLY

"INDIRECT.")

Does Mick of M.G.'s believe in training horses for running the
same as he trains for that sport ?
How did a certain Machine Gun get assembled for handing over ?
What will the M.G.'s do for a leading musician on route marches
now Cronjie has departed and has he left a deputy in (C) or is it (B).
Who possesses a complete jazz set in Gunners and is it because the
owner has an ear for music or is he deaf ?

THE BAND.
The outstanding event this month was of course the celebration
of the Christmas festivities. The band were fortunate in having the
use of the supper room of the Regimental Institute which rung in very
truth with" a sound of revelry by night." And incidentally, by day
also. The catering arrangements were in the capable and experienced
hands of L/Cpl. Fearon, Bds. Cross and their committee, who worked
like Trojans, and served us with such a repast as might have tickled
the palates of the very gods on High Olympus. The Colonel and his
staff visited us in accordance with ancient custom, and the toast of our
Commanding Officer was accorded musical honours. In the evening
a highly successful concert and dance was held. The function was
graced with the presence of our Band President, Captain Peareth,
. and, as is usual on these occasions, much hidden talent came to light,
the highly original and diverting ballet dance of our learned friend
"Chip" Haydon, being particularly appreciated, whilst " Ikey"
Crook's stentorian suggestion that the landlord should fill the flowing
bowl was greeted with rapturous applause. The landlord, in this case
our worthy BandSergeant, admirably rose to the occasion.
The jazz band played for the dancing and it is whispered that some
of our number in their enthusiasm for the muse of Terpsichore con
tinued to trip the light fantastic in " another place " until the grisly
hours of the morning.
On Boxing Day the Band "A" team won the sixaside football,
and as we have performed this feat three years in succession we are
beginning to wonder if we are to be presented with the freedom of the
football ground.
The Band Second Eleven have been busy during the month, detailed
results being as follows :—
Band v. Signals
...
...
...
...
...
... won 3—0
Band v. "C" Company
...
...
...
...
... lost 2—5
Band v. Boys
won 3—2
Band v. Odds and Ends
won 6—3
Bandy. "C" Company
draw 3—3
Band v. La Linea 2nd
won 8—0
Band v. Odds and Ends
won 2—0
Band v. R.A.M.C.
...
...
...
...
...
... won 1—0
We are once again in harness, and anticipating a highly successful
season in every department of our musical activities.
FIGARO.

THE DRUMS.
At last the Christmas festivities are over, and we must congratulate
the decorators of "E" 14's messroom in preparing such a fine turn out,
also for winning the Battalion competition for the best decorated
messroom. Everyone appeared to be enjoying themselves and the
universal saying was " Lap Oop."
There are very few notes of interest this month, with reference to
outdoor sport, but there was a return Billiard Tournament held in the
Regimental Institute against the Drums of the " Suffolks," and we lost
by the small margin of 17 points. The games were a draw of 44,
but the Suffolks won by totalization. The following are the results :—
Drums, The Buffs.
Drums, The Suffolks.
100 Dmr. C. Pilgrim
60
L/Cpl. F. Baker
94 Dmr. W. Gill
100
L/Cpl. W. Axten ...
Drm. G. Burbridge ...
67 L/Cpl. T. Gotobed
100
Drm. E Arnold
67 Drm. P. Comer
100
...
100 Drm. E. Brabrooke
90
Drm. J. Harrison ...
Drm. H. Crook
76 L/Cpl. G. Retch
88
Drm. F. Biscoe
100 Sgt.Dr. H. Cotton
83
Total

604

Total ...

621

We welcome to our " happy " band of Pilgrims ""Trumpeter Joe"
(Bradford) from the 2nd Battalion and he sends his best wishes to his
old Corps.
The competition for the Commanding Officer's Bugle, which takes
place here once a month was held on the 16121925, and it was judged
by Capt. A. J. Peareth and The Bandmaster. The following are the
results of the competition :—
Name.
Points.
Place.
Dr. W. Castle
... 14
Comdg. Officer's Bugler.
L/c. Sinclair
13
Runner up.
Dr. G. Hicks
12*
Dr. F. Smith ...
...
... 121
Dr. C. Moore
...
...
... 121
Dr. W. Wells ...
12 j Tied for third place.
Boy Ashby
...
12|
Dr. A. Gray
... 12
Dr. F. Spice
...
11J
Dr. C. Wood
... Ill
Dr. P. Macdonnell
11 } Tied for fourth place.
Dr. A. Roberts ...
...
... 11
Dr. R. Griggs
... 11.'
Dr. C. Haynes ...
...
... 10
Fifth place.
The following are the results of the Adjutant's Bugle Competition
which was held at the same time :—
Name.
Points.
Place.
Dr. A. Sims
...
...
... 12 . Adjutant's Bugler.
Dr. A. Harland ...
...
... 11
Runner up.
Dr. C. Bowcock
...
... 10
Third place.
Dr. J. Harrison ...
...
... 91
Dr. E. Arnold
9 > Tied for fourth place.
Dr. G. Burbridge
9
Dr. F. Biscoe ...
8
Fifth place.

J

Things we want to know.
How did " Bandmaster Tubby " and his " Thirsty Five " enjoy their
seven days " New Year's Leave " ?
When is " Weazel" putting up the " Banns " and is she going home
with him ?
Does " Swill's " future wife use a razor ? or is she an advert, for
" Tatcho" hair restorer around the chin, and was it a case of love at
first sight ?
How many of the Drums are " Sweating " in the next boat ?
Is " Swill" hoping for a premature Reserve to come out ?
When will " Bicco " or " Appy " take over " Leading Tapper " ?
Is thirty thousand yards another distance for a fire order (Ask
. Tubby).
What happened to " Young Teddy ? " Did he follow up Tubby ?
W. T. J. S. STILTYTE.

THE SIGNALS.
During the past month we have been fully occupied in trying to
complete a large amount of our training in addition to doing our best
to overcome the snares of T.O.E.T. Success being obtained, we wound
up with a glorious time at Christmas, when we all did our utmost to
have a real good time. Judging by the request for " liveners, " etc.,
afterwards, it can be safely said that everyone had a splendid Christmas.
The Mess room used by 14 Group looked grand and the 1st prize
was obtained by an easy win. Practically all decorating was done by
signallers and those who helped must be congratulated on the way
in which they set about it. Everyone worked very hard to make it a
success and reward was forthcoming.
Sport has been taken very seriously during the month, Teams turn
ing out for football, etc., practically ever, day to play teams from our
own and other Companies. Fishing is now a sport entered for by a good
many and sometimes we get quite a " Flood " of fish.
In commencing upon our work in the New Year we offer our best
wishes to all and hope this may prove to be a bright and prosperous
year for everyone.

Things we want to know;
Who takes the can back every Tuesday ?
Is it correct to count matches to piceup ? (Ask Dick).
Did " Ike " mean "H.K." instead of "U.K." ?
Has Bill been used to wirejumping ?
Where do the " signals " go on Friday nights ?
Does Dutchy still wait for the whiistle to blow ?
Is the young class hotstuff, or are they only joking ?
Were the lads looking forward to a sword display at Christmas ?
Is Ike training his hair for Civvy life and has he the behindthe
counter appearance ?

How to get " The Dragon.'1
JpOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of stibscription are
i year <?/, 6 months

j months 2/.

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs
Canterbury.
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The 2nd Battalion.

Colours and Sergeant's Mess Silver.
Royal Horse Guards who were in the final of the Army
IFE at the Verne has now
Cup last year, only started the game two years
more or less resumed its
previously. "D" Company return to the Verne from
normal course, after the continuous
Red Barracks on the 15th. No doubt they will be
round of festivities which marked
overjoyed at this change of abode. "B" Company
the celebration of Christmas and
are going to relieve them.
the New Year. These celebrations
Congratulations to Lt. Lister, M.C., on the great
continued unceasingly for nearly a
honour which was shown to him in Denmark, when he
fortnight, and some of us were
dined with His Majesty King Christian, who conferred
badly in need of a rest by the time
upon him the Order of the Dannebrog.
they came to a conclusion. Every
SUBEDITOR.
body agrees that a more cheerful
Christmas could not possibly have
Rugger.
been spent. A detailed account of
The Battalion has played three matches so far this
the numerous dances and functions
season. The first of these was played towards the end
appears elsewhere. We extend a
of October, when we were beaten by about 33 points
welcome to a draft which arrived
to 8 by a really good side from the Royal Oak.
from the Depot at the end of
This
defeat was hardly surprising, as our team had
December, and also to a draft of
never before played together, nor had many of its
timeexpired men from the 1st
members had any practice previously this season.
Battalion ; we trust that they will
The next match, against the 4th Battalion Royal
soon settle down in their new surroundings and become
Tank Corps was played about the middle of December.
acclimatised in due course.
The team was entirely different to that which played
Congratulations to R.S.M. Dare, C.S.M. Ambrose,
against the Royal Oak and though it had never, even
C.Q.M.S. Slender, Sgt. Amos, and Pte. Thomas on
now, played together as a team, everybody had had
being awarded the Dong Service and Good Conduct
some practice during the preceding fortnight in kicking
Medals. These were presented by the Commanding
and handling a Rugger ball. This game was played
Officer on the morning of Sunday, January 3rd. It
under the worst of weather conditions—almost
was a typical Portland morning, unfortunately, and
continual rain, and a biting wind. The very slippery
consequently the presentation had to take place in the
state of the ground made all phases of play unusually
gymnasium instead of in the square. There has not
difficult, while handling and passing,outside the scrum
been very much football or hockey, owing to the
became practically impossible. The result was a win
weather, but great progress has been made with Rugby.
for the Tanks by about 30 points to 8, almost all their
A large number of men are interested in the game
tries being scored by Lieut. Cayley, the most
now and turn out regularly for scrum and passing
outstanding player on both sides. For us, the scrum
practise. Three matches have been played uptodate,
played hard and well; the outsides did not as
a separate account of which appears later. The team
yet know sufficient about the game to enable them to
have shown most astonishing improvement during the
overcome the difficulties of a particularly slippery ball
undiscovered. It is encouraging to reflect that the
last few weeks and there is probably a lot of talent still
and ground.

L
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The last match, also against the 4th Battalion
Royal Tank Corps was played on January 9th and was
a really good game. The team was much the same
as that which played on the previous occasion, but as
a result of almost daily practice, it had improved
beyond measure.
The opening stages of the game were very even,
play being almost entirely in midfield. Then after
about ten minutes, Kelly followed up a punt down
field and touched down, but was unfortunate in not
being given a try. After the twentyfive, the Tanks
began to press, finally
getting through about ten
minutes from halftime. The kick failed, and at
halftime the score remained 3—0 against us. In the
second half, aided by the wind, we quickly carried play
into their twentyfive. The ball was heeled cleanly
from a scrum near their line, and passed out to the
wing. Bates gathered an awkward pass well, and
after a clever run scored a very good try wide
out on the right. Tugwell attempted to convert, but
the kick, although a good one, failed to add the extra
two points. With the scores now level, play became
all the keener ; finally,
about half way through the
second half, Lt. Nicholson scored from a pass near
their line by Bates. The kick, by Lt. D'A Symonds,
was unsuccessful, so that we now led by 6 points to 3.
However, shortly before time, Lieut. Cayley, after
a very fine run, equalised for the Tanks with a try in
the corner. This was unconverted, and though the
Tanks pressed during the last five minutes, the game
ended in a draw, 6 points all.
For us, the scrum again distinguished itself ; Cpls.
Baker, Watson and Pte. Tugwell in particular ably
supported Lt. D'Arcy '^Symonds. The outsides
improved immensely on their previous performance ,
Bates and Kelly were particularly prominent in attack
while White and Taylor gave sound assistance to Lt.
Airy in defence. The play was very keen and fast,
and if the present standard of keenness, low tackling,
and " going hard " is maintained, there is no reason
why the Battalion's next Rugger game should not
prove its first victory.
The team was :—
Back : Lt. Airy ; Threequarter Backs : Ptes.
Taylor "B", Kelly "A", White "A" and Bates
"H.Q." ; Halves : Fly—2/Lt. J. G. Nicholson ; Scrum
—2/Lt. E. P. C. Bruce; Forwards : Lt. D'Arcy
Symonds, Cpls. Baker "C", Watson "H.Q.", Ptes.
Tugwell "C", Taylor "H.Q.", Warren "C", Lee "A'.',
Robinson "H.Q."
SERGEANTS' MESS.

During the last period a considerable number of entertainments
have taken place in the Mess, and apart from our usual whist drives
and dances which we hold weekly we have had some big functions.
During the Christmas period we had our carol singers out who met with
the usual diaster at the usual place, by the usual gentlemen ; it is
sufficient to say they had a jolly good time. On Christmas Day the
Sergeants assisted at the men's function, and after dinner returned to
the Mess to toast our officers. The Commanding Officer, Col. J.
Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O. and Mrs. Kennedy, Major L Howard Smith
and Mrs. Smith did us the honour of visiting our mess to wish us all a
very merry Christmas, the wishes were heartily reciprocated. R.S.M.
Dare then stated that he intended to sing his annual song, but in this
he had the chorus of the whole mess who burst forth into " For they
are jolly good fellows."The Commanding Officer having a convenient
cold, called on the ladies to respond which they did right nobly and we
heard the sweetest voices we have had the pleasure of ever listening to
within the Sergeants' Mess walls. Our next function was on Boxing
Day when we had a social evening. The Commanding Officer and
Mrs. Kennedy, Major L Howard Smith and Mrs. Smith and Officers
again honoured us with their presence. Games for children and dances
for the others made a right jovial evening. The Commanding Officer,
Major ly Howard Smith, Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Smith were chaired
round the dance hall after which the Commanding Officer gave a short
speech, commencing by saying he could not call on the Ladies to
respond as he had had such a terrible time after making them respond
on Christmas Day. With a few kind remarks a very witty speech
terminated, the M.C., Sergt. Sidwell shouting out " take your partners
for the grand march lancers please." and so passed a very pleasant
evening.
Thanks are due to our committee who did us so well, their names,
deserving of mention, are as follows :—President of the Committee,
C.Q.M.S. Slender, Sergt. G. Barrell,. D.C.M., Sergt. Dowse, M.M.,
Sergt. A. Smith, and Sergt. Sidwell, M.M.
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We also greatly appreciate our decorators, C.S.M.( Love, and Sergt.
Joy, who made a fine job of it. Our next function was a Sergeants'
Dance on January the eighth, the above committee again carrying out
the duties connected with it. Thg first dance was at 8 p.m., the last
at ten minutes to two a.m. There is no doubt it was the best Sergts'.
Dance we have had for a number of years.
The Colours and silver were all arrayed and made a splendid show ;
it was of very great interest to our visitors. Cpl. Tutt and his guard
of six men carried out their duties to the letter during the night, the
guard in " reds," making a fine spectacle during the various reliefs.
During the month we have had several new members to add to our
list. L/Sergt. Hodges, and L/Sergt. Wass, L/Sergts Ward and Diamond
having joined us the previous month. Sergts. Buxton and Beale
are now full rank. The Mess sympathise with C.Q.M.S. and Mrs.
Howard in their recent bereavement.
Before closing these notes it might be of interest to some
late members if the results of our billiard match were published. We
have only plaj^ed one match this month in the " Isle of Portland "
League, the names and results being below :—
Buffs.
N.P.L.C.
Sergt. Pinchard
118 Mr. Read
150
M. T. Hamer
...
... 150 Mr. Duland ...
...
...
89
Sergt. Fawcett
150 Mr. Thomas
147
C.Q.M.S. Austen
...
... 130 Mr. Boatswain
...
... 150
Sergt. Sidwell. M.M;
... 140 Mr. Banks
150
Sergt. Page ...
...
... 150 Mr. Matthews
...
... 116
L/Sergt. Ward
150 Mr. Fall
114
988

916
A.T.

CORPORALS' MESS.

Things have brightened up considerably. Our fortnightly dances
are in full swing and are eagerly looked forward to. The " Old Bean "
has risked his arm and has attempted to learn to dance. A few brave
and stalwart people have come forward and danced with him, notably
R.Q.M.S. Cook, Cpl. Richardson, L/c. Webb, The "Old Bean" is
blossoming forth as a Jazz Queen. No female has had the courage to
select him for a partner in the Ladies' Choice dances. I do not think
he is sorry as he is not very sweet on the opposite sex. John Kelsey is
getting more fairylike every time he dances. Our last whist drive
and dance was held in candlelight owing to the wind having caused the
electric lights to go " dis." Much to the amusement of several people
Ned Bartley nearly dashed into the ladies' cloak room with a packet
of candles, and then Ned gave his famous laugh which put the tin hat
on it. The R.S.M. rakes all the youngsters out and finds them partners
with which to dance. There is no escape when he starts on the war
path.
Congratulations to Cpl. Field on winning the silver spoon for Decem
ber, and also the Annual Shooting Shield. We also congratulate
Cpl. Hodges, D.C.M. on his promotion to L./Sgt. Another old 'un left
us ; there are not many of us left now. Buffy Ward, Diamond, Tim
Annon, all gone from us.
The Tank Corps invited us over to Wool for their farewell dance.
Thirteen of us went over ; Ginger Maplesden, Ginger Shorter, " The
Old Bean," Richo, Fred Towerzy, Duce Adams, Butler, Webb, Dolbear,
Ramsden, Gowers.
On the way there we made a halt just outside Wool and had a
livener ; on coming out, the "Old Bean" walked into a stream.
There was a terrific splash and they all said who's that ? The " Bean "
replied so coolly, " Its only me." Fortunately it was not deep and he
only got splashed up one side. Coming back, Ginger Shorter was
missing, so we all yelled " 'Orace " for all we were worth until he turned
up. Ginger Maplesden started in front of the bus, but ended up in the
back part. He did a kind of obstacle race over the backs of the seats.
It was all very amusing and we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. We
are having a fancy dress dance on the 29th and we are giving a return
to the Tank Corps ; a football match in the afternoon, a tea and
billiards till 8 p.m. and then the dance with free beer for the Tank
Corps and us. Next month we will record all the amusing events,
etc.
O.S.

PRIVATES' DANCES.

The usual weekly Privates' Dances held in the N.A.A.F.I. at the
Verne are proving to be more popular every week.
Another of these happy little occasions took place on 13th January
and was a huge success. The men turned up in great numbers, and
the Ladies—well—in addition to our own married ones, quite an un
usual number arrived from Portland and Weymouth. I am thinking
some of the B'hoys are learning the art of winking the left eye in the
" right" direction.
However, its good to see them support these dances in such an
excellent manner, and it also must be very gratifying to R.S.M. Dare,
(who originally started them) to know that his efforts in this direction
have produced such good results.
The attendances alone prove how much these little dances are
appreciated.
I would also like to mention L/Sgt. Diamond, L/c. Carey and the
other members of the Battalion's Jazz Band, who give their services
so willingly and freely in supplying the music.
A word of thanks is also due to the various N.C.O.'s who carry out
the duties of M.C. I cannot mention them all by name, as so many
assist, but I have noticed that some of them are C.Q.M.S. Taylor,
L/Sgt. Annan, L/c. Townsend and Sergt. Pinchard (A.E.C.)
May the dances continue, and provide many more happy hours of
entertainment and amusement in the future as they have done in the
past.
SUPPORTER.
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Sergeants' Dance.
Concert.

An excellent show was given by the Privates' Entertainments'
Committee, on December 23rd, to the troops and their friends ; and
it was voted a great success by everybody. We were unfortunate at
the start, in having Sgt. Beasley in hospital. He usually organizes the
stage part of the business ; but his place was filled by L/Sgt. Diamond
who undertook the task at a twodays notice. However, the artistes
" played up " wonderfully ; and when it is considered that they only
had two rehearsals, everybody I think, will say that the whole show
was wonderfully carried out.
The artistes who took part were
Mrs. Sidwell, Mrs. Buxton,
Sgt. Smith, Sgt. Amos, Bds. Savage, Ptes. Woods and Banks, the latter
L/Sgt.
Diamond was at the piano.
giving a very good double number.
The Band, under Mr. Hewitt was absolutely splendid! They
gave an excellent rendering of the overture "Poet and Peasant"
before the curtain ; and the old favourite " Melodious Memories,"
and a cornet solo, " Besses o' the Barn," played by Bds. Hughes during
the interval. Their efforts were greatly appreciated.
A Trombone Quartette was given by L/c. Welsh, Bds. Day and
Baker, and Pte. Smith, entitled " Life's a Bumper," for which they
received a welldeserved encore. We congratulate ourselves on the
fact that the contractors made a good job of the roof, as it was raining
outside, and our gallant instrumentalists were doing their best to blow
it off ! We know that the door had to be replaced afterwards ? !
BandSergeant Barsotti delighted us with a very beautiful flute
solo entitled " Scherzo Capriccio," which really showed us what could
be accomplished on this instrument. He was recalled ; and this time
he held us enraptured with a piccolo solo, " L'oiseau Fapageur."
Some popular songs and choruses were played by Capt. Morley
on the banjo, assisted by L/Sgt. Diamond at the piano, and L/c. Carey
on the drums. This little trio is always looked for by the men, who
like to join in the choruses. Once this trio gets on the stage, it is a
difficult job to get them off again.
The show was brought to a close by a very humorous sketch called
" The Mad Band." Those who took part were L/Sgt. Diamond, L/Cpl.
Richards, the mad drummer, and L/c. Welsh, Bandsmen Chisnall,
Day, Catt, Hughes, and Savage, Pte. Branbleby and Boy MacLennan.
I believe the Bandmaster felt a little worried as to the state of his drum ;
but everything turned out splendidly.
And last, but by no means least, our two friends from Weymouth,
Mr. H. Sprackling and Capt. Flitcroft. I will not attempt to describe
the glorious time they gave us. The audience were in one continual
roar from the time they appeared on the stage, until they were forced
to refuse any more encores. The audience reluctantly had to let them
go ; but their success was assured ; and we all eagerly look forward
to their welcome reappearance at our next concert.
The decoration of the hall and stage was tastefully carried out by
L/c. Cary, assisted by Drm. Bloomfield and Pte. Wilson. They are
always ready to lend a helping hand when anything has to be done.
We thank them for their efforts.
There may be one or two whose names I have forgotten. To them,
also, I extend our hearty thanks for what they have done, and ask them
to accept my apology if their names do not appear in this report.
R. W. DIAMOND.

"H.Q." WING.
From November onwards, the " Wing" have held three very
successful Whist Drives and Dances. The last two were a great success,
the Committee having the satisfaction of knowing that they have had
the record number of people in both cases.
Great credit is due to the committee for the way in which things
have been carried out; and for the general conduct and tone in which
the friends of the men have met together.
The committee is as follows :—Lt. Turner, Sgt. Shoobridge, L/Sgt.
Diamond, L/Cpl. Towerzey, Ptes. Wilson and Marsh. During the last
month Sgt. Shoobridge and Pte. Marsh went on leave, and their places
were admirably filled by C.S.M. Ambrose and Pte. Wills. The last
named, has had a great deal of experience in social entertainments with
"C" Company and should prove of great value to the " Wing." We
miss Sgt. Shoobridge now he is on leave, and we look forward to his
return. He is really the " shining light " of our entertainments.

"A" COMPANY.
Notes from "A" Company were not published in the last issue of
The Dragon. I understand that some were prepared, but in some un
accountable manner went astray.
Personally I don't keep a diary of the doings of the Company,
and, as I have a period extending over two months to deal with I may
have overlooked one or two items of interest.
As you, who read The Dragon, are no doubt aware, we sent off a
Draft on December 5th to join the 1st Battalion. We lost quite a few
good lads when that Draft left, namely, Ptes. Bing, Brabon, Bourn,
Bartley, Cherry, Cox, Dale, Redding, and Lelant.
L/c. Bartley has also left us on being promoted Corporal. Con
gratulations (although rather late) to him, also to Sergt. Buxton who did
not stay with us very long. He came to us from "H.Q." Wing on
November 1st, stayed a few weeks, got promotion to Sergeant, and
hopped off to "C" Company.
By the time these lines appear in print we shall also have said
" Farewell " to Sergt. Potter, who is going to Sierra Leone for service
with the W.A.F.F.
We all wish him the very best of luck and hope he will do well in
his new sphere.
During November and December we played several football matches,
and got trounced on a couple of occasions by "C" Company and "A"
Group "H.Q." Wing, which was not unexpected as we only had about
twentysix in the Company from whom to select a team, the remainder
of the Company being on leave. Now we have got the Company
together again, we hope to do better.
Just at present—(time of writing)—we are busy Weapon Training,
which keeps everybody on the go practically all day. The weather has
handicapped us considerably both in work and play, and none of us
will be sorry when a fine spell sets in.
We welcome to the company, Ptes. Bell, Curtis, Parsons, Hudd and
Wilkinson who recently arrived from the Depot, and will undoubtedly
prove a great asset in the way of football and boxing.
" SUNRIPK."
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Things we want to know.

Who owns the cat which " visited " the Company Office ?
Who, during " Bayonets," said, " Around me in a straight line,
move." ?
Have pencils got legs ?
Did " Dipply " feel cold between the " Sticks " ?
Who undressed on a cold day to get warm ?
What is Rum Punch ? Ask Georgie !

"B" COMPANY.
There has been very little doing this month. We have not had
any games of football or hockey so news is very scarce. We are just
recovering from the effects of Christmas and the New Year. It is
surprising the number of people who drink beer when it is given away
who in the usual way never touch it. Of course it did not take very
much to knock them over.
L/c. Godfrey has been selected to complete his Gym. course at
Aldershot. He has beenat Tidworth and has passed out quite well.
Congratulations to Maslin, our baby Tank, on winning his fight in
the Army Boxing Tournament against the S.W.B.'s. It is about
time he had a win, as he has had hard lines only losing by a narrow
margin in his previous fights. 
Moore had hard luck in losing; he was up against a more
experienced boxer, but he put up a very game fight.
Unfortunately Lamb has transferred to the Middlesex Regiment.
We lose a very firie boxer.
We welcome Cpl. Burton to our Company from the M.G.'s, on
promotion.
Sgt. Goodwin has taken over the duties of Officers' Mess Caterer. ,
Sgt. Beasley has gone on a small arms course at Hythe.
O.S.

"C" COMPANY.
The Festive Season being over and everyone back from leave, we
have once more settled down to life at this " Ancient Bump of Dorset.
On December: 22nd we had a most successful Whist Drive and
Dance. Sgt. Osborne carried off 1st Prize and Pte. Warren 2nd in the
Gents., while Mrs. Symons and Mrs. A. Smith managed to snare the
Ladies' Prizes. Our Company Commander obliged in his usual ex
cellent style on the banjo which added much to make the evening a
success.
Although our numbers were greatly reduced during the last month
on account of leave we managed to carry out a certain amount of sport.
On Boxing Day we met the Castle Town Corinthians at Wyke and
beat them 100 (football, mind you, not Rugby).
The interplatoon league has started and uptodate No. 10 has
beaten No. 9 while No. 12 successfully accommodated No. 11. A
friendly match with the " Flag bashers " resulted in a win for us.
We extend a hearty welcome to the draft from the 1st Battalion
who have of course vanished on leave.
Weapon Training is in full swing and we (I say " we," but not a
word) are enjoying the change from Guards, etc.
In the "brain department" Pte. Hodges is awarded a 2nd and
Pte. Blissett a 3rd Class Certificate of Education.
Providing the weather clerk behaves kindly, many sports notes
should be forthcoming next month.
THE BORSTAL LAD.

Things we want to know.
Is there to be a compulsory parade for wives on Wednesdays ?
Will they enjoy the tongue pie for tea ?
Why they don't let wives wear stripes ?
Is it true that a private's wife got gloves for Christmas ?

"D" COMPANY.
Nothing much has happened during the last month, owing to us
being on detachment at Red Barracks.
Our weekly dances have become a usual happening, and are much
enjoyed by ourselves and friends. I feel I cannot let our Christmas
Celebrations go by unreported. First of all, we started off by having
ham and eggs for breakfast, much to the lad's surprise. A Church
Parade was held in the morning, and the lads were again much sur
prised, on arriving back to find someone had stayed behind and got
everything ; tables laid " a la Ritz Hotel," also empty glasses, which
were soon to be filled, with the " Wine " that Kent brews, and which
gives you the " Kruschen " feeling if you take an overdose.
Now at onethirty, when everyone was seated ready to dine, there
were heard the sounds of a " Humming Band," conducted by Mr. W.
Banks. M.U.G., escorting the Colonel into the dining room where he
was greeted by his men. The Colonel then gave us a speech, after
which he drank to the health of his men, which was followed by the
striking up of the " Humming Band," which played a few selections.
The Colonel was so pleased with the " Humming Band '" that he could
not help but go and congratulate the bandmaster, Mr. W. Banks,
M.U.G., for his kindness in fetching out his band. On his departure
we again gave him three hearty cheers, and our " Band " struck up the
good old song, " He's a jolly good fellow," after which everyone got
seated, to partake of a good and wholesome dinner, with " bags " of
beer. We should like to congratulate the N.C.O.'s and men who so
wonderfully decorated the place up.
TEGGEL.

We are very sorry to lose Capt. A. B« Thomson, M.B.E , our
Company Commander, and wish him the best of luck.
We congratulate L/Sgt." Amos on gaining his long service and good
conduct medat.
We are glad to have Cpl. Amos back with us again from his
vocational course at Aldershot and congratulate him on gaining his
First Aid Certificate: at the same time we regret to say that it is only
for a short time, as he has completed his service. We also <are pleased
to have back with us Ptes. Hart and Wicks, who have just returned
from their vocational courses.
TEGGEL.

Obituary.

We all extend our deepest sympathy to C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Howard
on losing their son, Donald, who died at Weymouth, 411926.

Things we want to know.
Is it right that " Ruby " is taking up the Drapery Ejasiness ? as
we saw him with lace and frills.
When is " Joe" taking up his abode with the " Mosquitos and
Flies"?
When is " Alf " going to think about an increase ?
Is it right that " Mivvy " is taking up the Sydney Hall ?
Who is the Private who said the striker was the bolt ?
How much of " Church Hope Cove " does bright eyes own ?
Is it right that 15 " Platoon " owns two " Cossacks " ?

M.G. PLATOON.
At present we are very busy in the Platoon.
The Young Hands finished their course on the 23rd of December;
congratulations to Cpl. Watson on coming out top.
The Old Hands are at present undergoing a 'refresher" under
Sgts. Beal and Annan, while the " Young 'Uns " are getting all the
duty. They are doing it well, however, and almost every day The
Stick Man is a " gunner."
As regards sports little can be said for the weather has been too bad
for " Ducks," let alone men. Anyway one thing must be said of the
gunners and that is they are always triers and perhaps one day will
win a game.

Things we want to know.

When is John's boat going to be built ?
Is it true that the contractors have only just received the Order ?
Can " Paddy " Millar speak English ?
Did the " Black Hand Gang " enjoy their Christmas ?
Does Acott enjoy the Company Dances and what did he feel like
after the last one.
(Signed) CRANK HANDLE.

THE BAND.
There is very little to report this month. During Christmas we ware
kept vary busy, but the little dance band had the most to do. They
have proved themselves a success over and over again. We hope to
be able to send a photo for the next number. We were not,
unfortunately, all present when the photo was taken, but no doubt
we shall get over the difficulty. We apologise to the members who
were not there. Every night during the week we are playing, but it
is all to the benefit of the men of the Battalion, and it benefits us also
in more ways than one.
We are all hard at it, getting ready for next season. We hope to
get down to Kent again for a few weeks, and once more visit our old
friends at the Depot. Although we have lost a few of our " old hands,"
the youngsters have filled their places admirably, and we find we
have just as good a band as last year, and by the time another two
months have passed, we shall have a better band
FATHER CROCHETS.

IDDY UMPTY CORNER.
Our notes for this month I am sorry to say, are rather scarce owing
to our representative being on leave and the weather being against
all sorts of sports. We have only been able to have one game of foot
ball during the last month, owing to the rain coming down every time
we were going to turn out against some Professional team or other.
The one game was against our wellknown opponents, the M.G.'s,
which resulted in a score of 5—1 for the M.G.'s, which can only be ex
pected, seeing that so many of our players have been on the ten days
Christmas Leave granted by our Commanding Officer. The remainder
of our Trained Hands have just returned off their Annual leave and
are ready to make another start this year.
L/Cpl Mitchell has just left us toattend an A 1 's Course at Catterick
and we all wish him the very best of luck I am glad to say that the
Young Hands are gradually creeping along in their Training. (Carry

Things we want to know.
When will Bronc be getting his Rugby Cap ?
When is Fairy getting his Blues ? Is it June the First ?
Do Billie and Fairy want Reveille altered ?
How long has Tug to sweat now ?
Has Milo drawn up his Canoe and Topee and Monkey yet, ready
for the draft ?
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HRISTMAS and the
New
Year
are
over and normal routine is
again established at the
Depot. Practically all the
recruits were given leave
over Christmas and only
a very small party of the
newly joined, and a few
trained men were left in
barracks to enjoy the re
past prepared for them by
the Messing Officer. This
was one of the best
Christmas
dinners
we
have ever seen and the
room decorations werereally
remarkably good :
we
were lucky in having the
services of Corporal Wade,
an expert in these matters,
who arrived from the 2nd Battalion just before
Christmas. The recruits' concert brought forth a
great deal of talent. All ranks were much gratified
at receiving a telegram of good wishes from our Colonel
inChief, His Majesty, the King of Denmark.
The New Year Fancy Dress Ball was generally
voted an unqualified success : prizes were offered for
the best costumes and the judges had a hard task to
choose the winners, so varied and original were the
dresses. Sergeant Hancock as 1925 was driven from
the room a minute before midnight by Father Time—
Captain Cook—and as the clock struck twelve, Miss
Cook, a most charming 1926, appeared from the gallery
and descended the steps to the dancing floor.
This
very pretty effect had been kept a secret and came
as a complete surprise to everyone.
The children's party and Christmas Tree must not

be left out of the account of the season's festivities.
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Bell Harry."

Captain Cook and his family had, as always, worked
hard to ensure a success and their efforts were well
rewarded. It was indeed unfortunate that so many
children weie prevented from being present owing to
the epidemic of measles.
We regretfully bade farewell to Captain and Mrs.
Stronge on their departure for Camberley on January
12th. They will both be very much missed. We
wish Captain Stronge every success at the Staff College
and hope that we may see him and Mrs. Stronge when,
as they are sure to, they come on leave to Canterbury.
We welcome Captain R. M. Watson who has come
from the 1st Battalion to relieve Captain Stronge.
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell paid the Depot
a short visit on December 21st, and on January 2nd,
as many officers as could get away were his guests, at
his house at Piatt, for a dance which he most kindly
gave in celebration of his birthday. There was a good
gathering of Buffs, past and present, at this party,
those there besides General LvndenBell and his son
being Colonel BradleyDyne", Captain Rice and
Lieutenants Knight and Spear.
2/Lieutenant L. H. Roff of the Supplementary
Reserve has been undergoing an attachment for the
past month. We hope he will come and play hockey
for us again when he comes down from Cambridge in
March.
Private Bell of the June Squad, since gone to the
2nd Battalion, is to be congratulated on setting up a
record for the Depot in the A.R.A. bronze medal
competition (Table A Parts), his score of 106 was a
very fine effort and will take some beating.
The present fall of snow will put a stop to hunting
which has gone on uninterrupted for at least a month
now. Lieut. Spear took a nasty toss with the Shorn
cliffe Drag the other day and was lucky not to be hurt.
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Football and hockey have been rather at a
standstill owing to Christmas leave, but the Depot
football team successfully beat the Cavalry Depot on
January 6th by 9 goals to 3.
January 16th has been fixed as the date for the
third replay of the Charity Cuptie Match against
Ramsgate, St. Luke's. The match is to be played at
Ramsgate this time, but with four inches of snow on
the ground at the time of writing it seems doubtful
whether it will be possible to play. At all events there
is still plenty of time left to get a decision before the
end of the season and it is hoped that the old tag about
the third time being lucky will work out for us all
right !
SERGEANTS'

MESS.

A very enjoyable evening was spent on 19th December at the Drill
Hall, Canterbury, when we met the members of the T.F. Sergeants'
Mess in a Shooting and 10minutes Billiard Match. We managed to
win both events, the scores being :—

Shooting.
Buffs' Depot.
R.Q.M.S. Ings
Sgt. Emery
Sgt. Petley
C.S.M. Jones
R.S.M. Potter
W.O. Collins
Sgt. Coaster ...
Sgt.Instr. Fletcher ...
Sgt. Daisley
Sgt. Crump
Cr.Sgt. Edwards
S.Sgt. Sandy

35
30
33
23
31
39
35
31
38
30

T.F.
Sgt. Hopkins ...
C.Q.M.S. Bishington
B.Q.M.S. Friend
Sgt. Marriott ...
Sgt. Richardson
Farr.Sgt. Lee
B.S.M. Cackett
S.Sgt. Field
Sgt. (O.R.S.) Jackson
C.S.M. Jones
(Average 29).

34
19
19
38
36
14
29
26

38
37

Billiards (Ten minutes).
Buffs' Depot.
W.O. Collins
Sgt.Instr. Fletcher ...
R.Q.M.S. Ings
C.S.M. Jones
Sgt. Petley
R.S.M. Potter
Sgt. Coaster
Sgt. Daisley
Sgt. Emery
Cr.Sgt. Edwards

T.F.
. 27 Sgt. Richardson
. 46 B.S.M. Cackett
. 42 Sgt. Hopkins
. 24 Sgt. Marriott ...
. 25 Sgt. Bishenden
. 21 B.S.M. Friend
. 61 S.Sgt. Field
. 23 Farr.Sgt. Lee
. 38 Sgt. (O.R.S.) Jackson
. 54 C.S.M. Jones
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CORPORALS' MESS.

To begin where we left off last month, I am pleased to say that
chocklate is still alive and the bike is quite complete, which is rather a
consolation.
Change of jobs have taken place in the mess. Polly now being the
great one, and Waff as his able assistant, and things are beginning to
hum some. I must not say too much in case Polly has something to
say when he comes back off leave.
As regards the shoot last month vGeorge must be congratulated
on winning the Silver Spoon with such an excellent score, 57 out of a
possible 60. The wooden we present to Polly who once again comes
into the picture, his excuse for such a poor score is having a strange
rifle and failing light.
A monthly dart match has been started now, which helps to add
to the brightness of the Mess. I cannot give you the winner yet, but
according to the performances and the handicaps it will be a lucky
thing for one of those starting scratch to win it.
Stubber is an easy favourite having reached the Semifinals with
Massa Doughy and Waff. No matches have been played outside the
Mess, although we have great hopes of visiting the Margate British
Legion, and then look out for the team has improved wonderfully.
Bogey quietly crept out of barracks on the 20th of December for
the Battalion where we wish him the very best of luck.
Also the same to Punch, or in other words, Boy Allen, who left us
on the 10th of January ; everyone is now wondering who is likely to
win a Whist prize now he has gone.
I think I forgot to mention the Corporals' Cork Club which has
been formed, its object being to find funds towards an outing during the
summer, but remarks are passed to the effect that it will have to be a
late summer.
EDMAR.

CORPORALS V. TRAINED MEN.

The game commenced with the Corporals only having nine men
which perhaps accounts for the big score against them, but to make
things more even one man was borrowed from the opposing team.
The first half ended with the score two all, thanks to the able Sammy
and Spence.
Directly after the recommencement things went wild, and five more
goals were registered against the Corporals, which did not enable the
goalie (Nancy) to obtain his second wind, and so made things easier
for the Trained Men.
ResultTrained Men, 7 ; Corporals, 2.
NOTE.—
CASUALTIES.

37
29
37
26
6

15
36
32

28 ,
24

270

The Mess was excellently decorated for Christmas by C.S. Edwards,
Sgt. Ross, and Sgt. Emery, and the vast display of Christmas Cards
received from other Messes and our friends afforded a pretty finishing
touch.
Our Christmas Draw took place on 21st December, when the lucky
ones took away bottles of the real stuff.
The Commanding Officer, Adjutant, Officer i/c Messing and Quarter
master, after paying the customary visit to <the Men's Dining Room on
Christmas Day, honoured us with their presence for a few minutes in
our Mess, when the Season's Greetings were exchanged.
The Dining Members arranged their Christmas Dinner for 3rd
January. Whether the motive was to reduce the credit in the Messing
Account or prolong the Christmas festivities as long as possible, I
cannot say. Anyway, ten gallant gentlemen had a right royal time—
especially as it was on a Sunday—and special thanks are due to Sgt.
Cook Rowe who had the catering in hand.
At the Whist Drive on 29th December, the Ladies' 1st and 2nd
prizes were won by Mrs. Barrows and Mrs. Horn respectively, whilst
Sgt. Groombridge (Coldstream Guards) and Mr. Holloway won the
Gents', prizes. In the Lucky Draw the prizes went to Mrs. Potter
and Mrs. Swan.
The Sergeants' Mess Committee, under C.S.M. Jones, are to be
congratulated and thanked for the excellent arrangements made for
the New Year's Eve All Ranks Carnival Dance, which was the means
of bringing together a large gathering of old and new friends. L/Sgt.
Hancock, as the " Worn out and unserviceable 1925 " took his part
remarkably well.
Hearty congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Larkin on the birth of
a son (Robert Henry James) on 3rd January.
L/Sgt. Crane arrived from Gibraltar on 31st December for transfer
to the Army Reserve. We wish him the best of luck in civilian life.
And may the Wedding Bells ring loud for L/Sgt. Crump on his arrival
at Gibraltar, where, we understand, he enters into a " life contract,"
which we sincerely hope and trust will be crowned with happiness.
Sergt. Stewart, who is on Leave from West Africa, paid us a visit
on 14th January. We hope he succeeds in his desire to return there
for another tour of duty.
The First Round for the George Porter Billiard Handicap Cup
commenced on 14th inst., and it is hoped to play off the final sometime
in February.

On January 12th during practice, Mac. the excellent insideright
of the Corporals' Team, had the misfortune to place his face in front
of the ball shot by Jackie.
The result is that Mac. is now on the sick list, owing to the fact
that through the kick his right eye has developed a double vision.
The Corporals will have great difficulty in filling his position unless
Nancy has managed to develop his nose into the correct shape and size.

Things heard on Parade.
Cook.—" Have you got any onions to go with this steak for the Sgts'.
dinner ? "
Sergeants' Waiter.—" Onions ! Now let me see."
Cook.—" Yes, Onions. They can have steak and onions, then."
\yaiter—" Yes, I know allabout that, but we'veonly got eatingonions."

Things we want to know.
Has Bogey started a Cork Club in opposition yet ? If so, he has
another on the way to make his collection up to two.
What kind of a Wood is a Corpse ? Ask Doug.
How many sides has a point got ? Is there ten to allow a needle
to play as many records. ?
What is the average weight of a baby at three months old ?

PRIVATES' NOTES.
Christmas has come and gone ; but as a gentle reminder we have
at the time of writing, a new issue of snow. Very picturesque ; but
extraordinarily cold. Our weather is not generally monotonous and
this is some consolation, for it may rain really hard and put out of
circulation once and for all the song " It 'aint going to," which is a
little out of place when chanted at Reveille on a frosty morning.
The Christmas dinner was a wonderfully good show, and it was
difficult to find a corner for the smallest of nuts after the first course.
The decorations were obviously in the hands of an expert and the
effect was most artistic. We could not have hoped to have spent a
more enjoyable time ; and it was more than worth the '' drop of leave "
missed by some of us.
The Concert in the evening brought out a lot of hidden talent, and
our best thanks are due to those who gave such thought to making our
Christmas the success it was.
The New Year's Eve Dance was a very great success, and the dresses
were both varied and original. We all sang in the New Year with great
vim. Jolly Good Luck to us all in 1926 !

Things we want to know.

DACTYLO.

Whether the French gentleman who prophesied this fall of snow,
is becoming increasingly unpopular as the weather gets colder ?
_ Who'was it who washed his neighbour's face in mistake for his own
when the lights fused in the Wash House ?
Who is '' Reckless Reggie ? And will he soon be staying in for a
change ?
Whether " LUCY " is in training for the Heavy Weight Catch as
Catch Can Championship ? Is he fed entirely on Dough Nuts ?
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The 4th Battalion.

HE Battalion is not far below
strength and is the strong
est in the Division". This was very
favourably commented upon in
the annual report, which, in other
ways too, was complimentary
and reflects credit upon all ranks.
We therefore hope that strenuous
efforts are really being made, now
we are well launched into 1926,
to bring the battalion up to full
strength. A very few more men
in each detachment and the trick
is done ! Efforts in this direction
are unceasing in "A" Company,
where Captain Witts (in spite of
restrictions in the matter of

RHR"FGHSX5*

still want an officer for Ramsgate
and efforts are being made to find one.
Lieut. Parrett at Margate is again unwell, and we
do hope that he will be able, in the near future,
to resume his keen and excellent work of last winter.
The Margate dinner was held as advertised on the
22nd of December. This was a most jolly little detach
ment show, attended by Col. Mainwaring Dunstan and
Mr. Parrett, Sen. On this occasion, Colonel Dunstan
handed over to the battalion for annual competition
an extremely beautiful shield. This shield was
presented before the war by the then Mayor, Mr. Leon
Addutt, but had not been competed for since. We
are trying to fix a date for a deputation from East Kent
to hand this shield over to the Weald Company to
whom it has been awarded, for musketry.
The Heme Bay dinner was held at the Pier Hotel
on January 14th. It was most encouraging to see so
many visitors present, in spite of the deep and
treacherous snow. Mr. George Curzons in the chair
ensured by his keenness a most enjoyable evening.
Heme Bay's three beautiful cups were presented and
the evening wound up with a sing song at which Mr.
Iggulden, the popular local commander, distinguished
himself. We hope to hear more of his talent in camp.
Recruiting in "B" Company remains steady in
Sittingbourne, but we must have more men in Canter
bury. Major Collard is organising a big recruiting
show for the 18th February and hopes to achieve
success. The Drums are coming up from Dover for the
occasion and local persons of notability and trades
people are, we hope, attending. Already a large and
generous list of prizes has been promised.
We anticipate one or two new officers in the
company in the near future. Mr. George Mount has
resubmitted his application of a year ago, Mr. Jim
Rickards is at present engrossed in the intricacies of
filling up his papers and Mr. Laurie Mackeson is
wavering. We especially hope this latter gentleman
will join to command a new detachment we are hoping
to raise in Littlebourne. There is to be a meeting on
the 27th January in the village, under the auspices of
the British Legion, to launch the project. Mr. Frank
Ramsay and Mr. Harry Mackeson amongst others,
have promised their sympathy and financial support.
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall, who has recently commanded
a territorial brigade, will be one of the chief speakers.
If this detachment materialises, it will in the first
instance have to be selfsupporting, as the powers that
be are, at the moment, averse to opening new Drill
Halls with their consequent expenses. We are, there
fore, extremely indebted to those gentlemen who have
already promised assistance, as well as to Mr. Willy
Martin, who is lending us a hall.

We have not had much news from the Weald
Company during the month, except that they have
been snowed up completely, under a foot of snow.
Captain Winch very much wants to launch forth at
Tenterden, which was recently approved as a drill
station, and where we hope Captain Hardcastle will
lend an energetic hand, numbers in this company
have increased slightly and we do hope to see them
a hundred strong or more before camp.
"D" Company have started their New Year's
Drills with regularity, and we hope in Dover that
numbers will quickly increase for the Company's
strength, as opposed to H.Q. elements. The Company,
we are informed, held a first annual dinner on the 16th
January. This will, no doubt, be fully reported in the
Company notes. Drummers, Machine Gunners and
Transport are all in a happy state. The Machine
Gunners, we understand, had a dinner on January 9th,
and are collecting a few recruits from our friends the
local R.F.A. One newcomer from this source, Sgt.
Terry, has recently joined and will assist Sgt. Aimes,
in the absence of an officer, to run the transport. We
are very glad to welcome him.
So also do we welcome a new instructor from the
2nd Battalion, Sgt. Buxton, who, next month, will
relieve Sgt. Bennett of "A" Company. But while
welcoming Sgt. Buxton it is with the greatest regrets
that we shall say goodbye to his predecessor. Sgt.
Bennett has been with us for five years now. His
popularity, tact and keenness have carried "A"
Company through difficult periods to its present
success. We understand Sgt. Bennett is proposing
to attend a Trade Course before retiring to civil life.
We shall then hope to see him settle down amongst
"A" COMPANY (THANET).

Ramsgate Platoon.
Among the rare specimens that have become almost extinct, it
is regretted to have to add the name of the " Territorial Subaltern,"
as far as Ramsgate is concerned. In spite of the appeals in the Thanet
Advertiser, the East Kent Times, from the Mayor and the O.C. of the
Company during the past two years it is regretted that no suitable
Second Lieutenant has yet been found to take over the Ramsgate
Platoon.

Margate Platoon.

ANNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBUTION.
The annual smoking concert and prize distribution of the Margate
Platoon, "A" Company, 4th Battalion " The Buffs," took place at
the Drill Hall on the 22nd ultimo. There were present:—Colonel
Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D. (late commanding officer of the Battalion),
Captain Hammond Davies, M.C., Adjutant, Captain C. S. F. Witts,
Captain Keeler, Mr. F. J. Parrett, J.P., SecondLieutenant W. J.
Parrett, and several old warrant and noncommissioned officers of the
Battalion, including R.S.M. Verlander and R.Q.M.S. G. Arnold, of
headquarters staff.
The prizes were distributed by Colonel Dunstan, who had something
Opractical to say to each one of the winners. He himself, had a great
reception from the company. A musical programme and dancing
followed.
The prizewinners were as follows :—Drills attended during the
year.—Private R. J. Fox, 61 ; LanceCorporal R. Bass, 60 ; Private
C. Norman, 54 ; Sergeant H. Woodland, 52 ; LanceCorporal E.
Maxted, 52 ; Private A. Hewett, 51 ; Private H. Hughes, 49 ; Private
G. Pottle, 48 ; Corporal S. Fusco, 46 ; Private E. Parnell, 45 ; Private
A. Jarvis, 42 ; LanceCorporal J. Champs, 41 ; Private C. Wade, 41 ;
Corporal H. Emptage, 39; Private W. Ealham, 38; Private L
Deverson, 37 ; Private C. Laslett, 34 ; Private F. Parnell, 33 ; Private
A. Martin, 32 ; Corporal G. Fox, 30 ; LanceCorporal H. Pierce,
30 ; Private S. Gisby, 26 ; Private T. Twyman, 26 ; Private R. H.
Fox, 24 ; Private A. Crump, 21 ; LanceCorporal N. Denning, 21 ;
Private H. Holdstock, 18 ; Private J. Turney, 16 ; Private E Twy
man, 15.
Margate Hippodrome Shield, for best allround recruit.—Private
E Parnell, and cheque for 10s. 6d.
The Leon Adutt Shield, for intefsection competition.—No. 2 Section
(under Corporal Fusco).
Silver Spoon Miniature Range Competitions.—Sergeant H. Wood
land and Corporal S. Fusco.
Colonel Mainwaring Dunstan's annual attendance prize (£1 Is.).—
Private R. T. Fox.
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Musketry.—Corporal Fusco, 78 points; Sergeant Woodland,
74; LanceCorporal Bass, 72 ; Corporal Fmptage, 68; Corporal
Fox, 61 ; LanceCorporal Maxted, 59 ; Private Martin, 56 ; Lance
Corporal Champs, 56 ; LanceCorporal Pierce, 54 ; Privates Ealham,
53 ; E Parnell, 52 ; Fox, 50 ; Deverson, 48 ; F. Parnell, 48 ; Hughes,
45 ; Norman, 42 ; Twyman, 41 ; Wade, 41 ; Crump, 33 ; Gisby, 30 ;
and Pottle, 20.
Recruits' special prizes.—Privates Pottle, Gilbert, Twyman, and
Ralph.
Special awards.—C.S.M. Johnson, Sergeant H. Woodland, and
SergeantInstructor Bennett.
Donations for prizes included the following :—The Mayor (Coun
cillor T. D. Wood), £1 Is. ; Councillor E T. Fasham, £1 Is. ; Mr.
Fairfax Luxmoore, K.C., £1 Is. ; Mr. Saward (Carlton Hotel), £1 ;
Mr. F. J. Parrett, J.P., 10s. 6d. ; SecondLieutenant W. J. Parrett,
10s. 6d. ; Captain C. S. F. Witts, 10s. 6d. ; Colonel E. O. Skey,
J.P., 10s. ; Councillor P. H. R. Venner, 10s. ; Councillor
P. B. Osborne, 10s. ; Mrs. Budge (Walpole Bay Hotel), 10s. ;
R.Q.M.S. Arnold, 10s. ; Captain Howard Reed, 10s. ; Colonel
Marr, 5s. ; Messrs. Russell and Co., 5s. ; sundry contributors,
£6 0s. 6d. ; total, £15 5s.; Mr. A. Lemon, silver cup. Prizes in
kind were given by a number of tradesmen and residents, including
Messrs. G. W. Saxby, V. Cliatterton, S. Stuart Apps, S. H. Cutting,
Brown's Stores, G. Dunkley, C. Letts, Tobert, W. S. Liverton, G. C.
Boulting, J. W. Jenkins, M. Sokel, j. S. Brown, J. Weatherly, A. Grant
(two), A. E. Vilette, Whitnall, J. S. Harris, Hepworth's, M. Doughty,
Kirby, W. E Pilgrim, E Lovely, A. S. White, Sunbeam Photo Co.,
E Weller, E Wastall, Crawford's, Fanconi, Weston, Rogers, and
Wheelar.
January Dragon states that this detachment are very quiet. Dear
Mr. Editor, let me inform you that they are very much alive, consider
ing they have not the support of their officer, who is at present ill. It
is regretted that 2ndLieut. W. J. Parrett is not able to attend his
initial course at the Depot at present.
A very interesting Billiard Match was played during the month,
Buffs v. 325 Battery F.F.A. which resulted in a win for the Gunners,
hard luck.
A series of successful dances have been held and these with the aid
of the R.A.F. Orchestra, have proved very popular.
The Prize Distribution and Smoking Concert took place on Decem
ber 22nd, an account of which will be found below.
On January 7th a football match was played, Buffs v. Margate Old
Boys. Result: draw, 77.
Th.e Adjutant is inspecting the detachment in F.S.M.O. for the
smartest turnedout man, a cheque for 10/6 presented by Capt. C. S. F.
Witts, to go to the winner. This parade is to be followed by a De
tachment Whist Drive, at which another 10/6 presented by 2ndLieut.
W. J. Parett, is to go to the winner.
A very interesting little ceremony was conducted on January 1st.
Sgt. H. Woodland on behalf of the Detachment, presented Mrs. P.
Johnson, the wife of C.S.M. Johnson, with a wrist watch for the interest
she had taken in the platoon during the past year. Great Applause.
Mrs. Johnson then thanked the members for their kind thought.
On January 21st, Capt. C. S. F. Witts is giving a lantern lecture
" With the 4th Buffs in the East." Major A. F. Leach Lewis has kindly
lent us a lantern and sheet, for which the detachment extend their
thanks and appreciation to him.
Recruiting is steadily forging ahead, six having been obtained
during the past month. Last, but not least, it is regretted that Sgt.
Instructor Bennett is leaving us shortly. All ranks take this
opportunity of expressing their regret at losing him and wish him the
best of luck in civvy life, at the same time they welcome his successor,
Is the detachment asleep or do you think a little credit is due to them,
Mr. Editor.
It was quite a treat to see such old friends, on the 22nd as R.S.M.
Verlander, R.Q.M.S. G. Arnold, Dapper Jones, Durzy Taylor, Weazel
Bennett, if the old man had only cast his net.
By the way a very sporting offer has been made by R.Q.M.S.
Arnold in the way of a cheque for £1 Is. 0d., for the first ten recruits.
Thanks very much, George. He is at present attached to the 2nd
Battalion at Portland. Good luck, he deserves a rest.

Heme Bay Platoon.

On Thursday last some fifteen N.C.O.'s and men sat down to an
excellent dinner at the Pier Hotel, which had been arranged by George
Curzons, Esq., J.P. (Chairman of the Local Recruiting Committee and
Member of the Kent Territorial Army Association), ably assisted by
F. R. J. Cox, Esq., the energetic local Secretary and SecondLieut.
W. P. Iggulden.
Amongst those present were :—Major B. S. Collard, Capt. B. E.
Hammond Davies, M.C. and Capt. C. S. F. Witts (all three having
motored a considerable distance under arctic conditions, the roads
being considered dangerous for motoring ; it takes a lot to stop a Buff !)
After an excellent repast Mr. Curzons made an excellent speech and
urged the Members of the Detachment to each bring in a recruit and
get Herne Bay up to thirty strong.
He then presented a beautiful silver cup, presented by the Herne
Bay Chamber of Commerce, to Private Wells who had brought in the
most recruits during the year. The Elco Cup for the most efficient
NonCommissioned Officer was won by LanceSergeant Marshall, and
the Headquarters of "A" Company are looking to this efficient N.C.O.
to support Lieut. Iggulden by acting as Detachment Quartermaster
and see that clothing and equipment and attendance registers are
correctly attended to and marked, and the issue of clothing to men who
reengage is in no way delayed. (Private Wells has patiently waited
nine months for his reissue of khaki). To bring Herne Bay Platoon
up to its prewar activity is no easy task, but Capt. Witts knows he has
in Mr. W. P. Iggulden the right man to do it. In the meantime all
eyes are on Mr. Curzons who strongly advocates a return to the pre
war scarlet fulldress of the Territorial Army.

Mrs. Smithers.

(THE SOUTHEND OUTING).

rriHE annual outing had been the one topic of
JL conversation and when the eventful day arrived,
the greatest excitement prevailed.
" What sort of a place is this 'ere Southendon
Sea ?" Mrs. Scrubbers, when at last seated in the train.
"I do 'opes we 'as a nice day—don't you Mrs.
Smithers ?"
" Yes my dear, I do, but it wasn't always called
' on Sea ' yer know ; why, I remembers the time—as
I think I've said before my dear—when it was called
other names by the gentlefolk who travelled down for
week ends at 'alf a crown there and back. Of course,
Mrs. Scrubbers, these visitors were not at all popular
with the ladies and gents who owned the 'ouses, as the
things they said about the place was simply 'orrible ;
but there, my dear, things 'ave changed a great deal
since then, as" the visitors aint musical like they used to
be in the good old days. Think of the times when the
girls would 'ave a jig in the road 'olding up their skirts
as 'igh as the tops of their boots, and peg away to the
tune of an old barrel organ aplaying " Tararaboom
deay," and to think that its all gone out of fashion
since them knee top dresses 'as come into vogue.
Again, my dear Mrs. Scrubbers, 'ow I remembers the
young men of my day—and they were young men
then—who wore them mufflers, so ashamed would they
be if any young girl spotted a top shirt button—all
because it was in the good old days. Anyhow, my
dear, as I was asaying, it was an accident they added
the words ' On Sea ' to Southend, and if yer lets me
speak a word, I'll tell yer 'ow it 'appened."
Just as Mrs. Smithers was about to start, there was
a violent outburst by Mrs. Scrubbers. " Now then
you Jimmy ! Can't yer see yer're a sittin' on that
gentleman's 'at ? Get orf at once and tell the gent
'ow sorry you is."
" If I had a child like that " replied the owner of
the crushed hat " I'd drown the brute as being
a positive danger to society. Must be blind not to see
a hat like mine."
" Don't worry yerself " answered Mrs. Scrubbers,
with a toss of the head. " Yer're not good enough to
'ave a kid like my Jimmy; why, 'e weighed sixteen
pounds eight ounces when 'is mother first saw 'im in
daylight, and she's got five more at 'ome—all like 'im."
" Yes ! and whats more " interjected Mrs.
Smithers, " they've all been brought up on full rations,
and if yer 'eads too big to 'ang yer 'at on, tie it round
yer neck with a bit of blue ribbon."
After the excitement had died down, Mrs. Smithers '
resumed the conversation. "As I was asaying, Mrs.
Scrubbers, before that nasty old man interfered, as 'ow
it was all an accident this ' On Sea' business. So
far 'as I remembers, it was on a dark and foggy night,
that a big ship all loaded with salt was trying to get
into the Thames when it got entangled in some fishing
nets, and without anybody knowing, went to the
bottom. Next morning, when the in'abitants got out
of bed, they started sniffin'—then talking—then one
would poke 'er 'ead over the garden wall and tell the
lady 'anging up the washing next door, as 'ow the sniff
in the air reminded 'er of 'astings. Then Mrs. Isaacs
—whose 'usband kept a fried fish shop—told as 'ow
she sent 'er boy Israal for a pennorf of whelks—
of course, my dear, she really sent 'im to pinch the
vinegar bottle—and that 'e came 'ome all sunburnt
for nothing.
Sandwich Platoon.
Under the active leadership of Lieut. The Hon. Walter James
and his everready Quartermaster, Twyman and Sergt. Elvey this
Platoon continues "to flourish and are trying to improve Musketry by
constant practise on the Miniature Range. Under the heading of " A
Buffs' Night," a dance has been arranged for Monday next at Sand
wich Drill Hall when Lady Northbourne has kindly consented to
present the prizes during the interval.
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" Oh, it was a day ! The Fire Brigade and the
Police rushed about the town telling the people that
owned the 'ouses, there was tidings of great joy in that
' salt' 'ad been found in the waters of Southend.
Everyone that 'ad legs dashed down to the towing
path—I mean the esplanade, my dear—and in less
time than it takes the Quartermaster to find a lost
broom, they was splashin' and dashin' about like a lot
of two year olds. Of course there was a meeting of
the Local Council and the Mayor—whose wife spent
most of her time astudying books about the effect of
salt air on dainty complexions—advised the people
to 'ave nothing to do with common rivers, but 'ence
forth to call the place Southend 'onSea.' "
" Its so elphy yer know, Mrs. Scrubbers ; when
the tide goes out, the in'abitants roll about in the mud,
and calls it mud baths; so good for them there
Rheumatics and Lumbagoes. When the tide come in,
they paddles in them Russian boots which does save
'em washin' the feet when they come out of the water.
Oh ! it is a ' wonderful' place, Mrs. Scrubbers, as yer'll
see when we gets there."
" Gawd Lummie, you Jimmy ! Whats yer been
and done now ?" Turning her head towards the poor
old gent, once more Mrs. Scrubbers was profuse with
regrets. " Oh, I'm so sorry 'e did it Mister ; yer know
I only bought 'im that penny squirter before 'e got in
the train, hut 'ees just the same at 'ome with water,
whenever 'e sees a geranium 'e 'as to drown it."
There is not the slightest doubt that the snores
eminating from the "bulbous projection on the old
gent's face considerably irritated Jimmy, and the
deed was only done after strenuous provocation, and
despite the fact that he recited three times under his
breath " and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. Amen." After more unseemly language
and a threat to find Jimmy a quick exit through the
window, the matter assumed a normal aspect.
" Yer know, Mrs. Smithers, I'd sooner listen to you
than to that crabby old man; pitch my J immy
through the window, indeed ; by the look of 'is spotted
face 'e wants some salts to do 'im good. Anyhow, my
dear/ yer've 'ad a good edification which I never 'ad,
and its so good of you to tell me all yer knows. Whats
the name of this place we're passing through now ?"
" They calls it Barking, Mrs. Scrubbers, and it 'as
an 'istory, I can tell yer ; they built it in the time of
'Enery for a dogs' 'ome, hut the King objected, so they
moved the 'ome to Battersea. When the people
requested that the town should 'ave a name to associate
its connection with dogs, the King ordered it to be
called ' Barking.' "
" Yer're really wonderful, Mrs. Smithers, the things
you know. I suppose thats the reason Barking dogs
don't bite ?"
" Oh yes they do my dear, if you upset 'em, but
there are many things that bite when you don't upset
'em. I remembers a sittin' one day on the sands at
Margate—but never mind, I can 'ardly bear to think
of it Mrs. Scrubbers, so please excuse me in not telling
yer."
On arrival at SouthendonSea, the married women
numbering about fifty, and headed by Mrs. Smithers,
made tracts for the sea front. As the party wended
its way through the main streets, quite a consternation
was caused amongst the inhabitants. Many made
enquiries as to whether it was the advance guard of
the Canterbury Purity League, and if so, was Mrs.
Smithers any relation to the Belle of New York;
others thought it was a possible invasion by the Society
for discovering lost husbands, whose chief methods of
business was to flood likely hiding places from time to
time with deserted wives.
This fact, no doubt,

accounted for the scarcity of males observed en route,
also why an old man wearing a pussyfoot coat, glared
hard at Mrs. Smithers and at once bolted down a side
street.
When the party arrived on the beach they were met
with cries of " What about the Motor Boat ?" whilst
a man with a towel urged them to visit Tommy Clark's
bathing machines, at the same time a jabbering old
woman was positive in assuring all concerned that the
best way to spend the day was by sitting on the beach
eating shrimps. Mrs. Smithers suggested it was too
dangerous to indulge in Tommy Clark's proposal, more
especially as it was mixed bathing, and no one could
say what the mixture was composed of ; besides there
was always the danger of being caught in a fishing net.
The young brides, however, plumped straight for
Tommy Clarke, much to the disgust of those of more
matured years, who at once held an impromptu
meeting and decided to immediately communicate
the dreadful news to the young bridegrooms on return
to quarters.
After devouring several bags of shrimps and
watching with envious eyes the young brides playing
' ring a ring of roses ' with the local curate in the
middle, it was considered desirable by Mrs. Smithers,
that as a form of protest against such behaviour, the
older married women should retire forthwith to the
amusement park. Somehow, Mrs. Smithers got lost,
but was eventually found with her head deeply
embedded in a penny in the slot machine, at the same
time her feet were knocking corners off the pedestal;
becoming alarmed, Mrs. Scrubbers rushed up and
enquired the reason of such muscular agitation, hut all
she got in reply was a violent outburst of temper
" I'll show 'im when I gets 'ome ; I'll break every
bone in 'is body—the liar. They might call my old
man Joe Smithers, but 'eel be Smithereens after I've
knocked 'is built up lump of dust about for five
minutes." Becoming excited, she raised her umbrella
over her shoulder, to illustrate the suffering in store for
poor old Joe, but unfortunately smited the head of the
man who collects chair pennies, who only recovered
consciousness after several hours administration by a
local publican.
"Yer know, Mrs. Scrubbers, my old man is a bar.
Yes, a liar; in fact 'ees worse than any of them
Company SergeantMajors who tell yer the tale about
the washin' money. During the war 'e used to come
'ome on leave, then 'ed kiss me and say as 'ow much
'e loved me until he made me face like a lump of
thawed ice ; tell me 'e 'adnt seen a man or woman in
civvies since 'e left Blighty ; then 'ed
hut I won't
say any more about it my dear, except to ask yer to
shove a penny in that machine and see yerself " What
Tommy saw in France " and then say if yer trusts yer
old man.
During the afternoon tea was given to the whole
party, many speeches were made and many slices of
cake found their way into the pockets of little Jimmy ;
unfortunately, the several eggs that Mrs. Smithers had
tucked away in her blouse got severely crushed, owing
to the inexcusable squeezing by the young brides
endeavouring to obtain corner seats in the homeward
bound train. Arriving back at Canterbury, the
married women were met by the Depot band and
marched off to the tune of ' When you come to the
end of a perfect day ' though some thought otherwise.
Mrs. Smithers, owing to the obvious presence about
her person of the mutilated remains of a particularly
stronglyflavoured egg, was left to enjoy the position
of Adjutant, and thus followed the party some few
yards behind, with a vowed intention of giving up such
outings in the future.
^ ^
(Continued in April issue).
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
THE BUFFS.—Lt. C. E Wilson, M.B.E, from the h.p. list, to be Lt.
(Dec. 17, 1925), with precedence next above Lt. T. R. Reid, M.C.
RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
THE BUFFS.—Sec.Lt. W. R. Findlay to be Lt. (Sept. 1), with
seniority Aug. 28, 1925.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Pte. J. Finn, attested 161225.
Pte. W. Newman, attested, 191225.
Pte. R. Howard, attested 181225.
Pte. G. Heath, attested 191225.
Pte. L Pain, attested 291225.
Pte. E. Abbott, attested 301225.
Pte. S. Bone, attested 311225.
Pte. A. Coppins, Pte. S. Whittaker and Pte. S. Girt, attested 4126.
Pte. W. Snell, attested 5126.
Pte. J. Jones, attested 6126.
Pte. S. Terry, attested 7126.
Pte. L Davis, attested 4126.
Pte. E Drew, attested 8126.
Pte. G. Holland, Pte. T. Litton, Pte. D. Woodgate, Pte. R. Rose,
Pte. J. Haines, attested 6126.
Pte. H. Amer, Pte. G. Hadley, Pte. R. Lennard, Pte. A. Chapman,
attested 12126.
Pte. J. Greenfield, attested 6126.
Pte. A. Curtis and Pte. J. King, attested 7126.
Pte. F. Littlewood, attested 5126.
Pte. T. Webb, attested 6126.
Pte. T. Crampton, Pte. H. May, Pte. G. Willson, Pte. S. David,
attested 11126.
Pte. A. Brittain, attested 13126.
Pte. A. Brittain, attested 13126.
MOVES.

6278174 Sgt. A. Ross, attached to S.A.S. Hythe, for Course of
Instruction, w.e.f. 12126.
DISCHARGE.

6279227 Pte. J. Griggs, discharged under para. 363 (viii) K.R.,
291225.
6282998 Pte. G. Heath, discharged under para. 363 (viii) K.R.
2126.
ARMY RESERVE.

6278597 Bds. J. Marshall, transferred to Army Reserve, 161225,
under para. 362 (1) K.R.
STRENGTHINCREASE.

6279227 Pte. J. Griggs, disembarked from 1st Battalion, 241225.
Taken on strength from 251225.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and men were posted from the 1st
Battalion, w.e.f. 111926 :—
6278735 Pte. B. Barnes, 6278770 Pte. F. Goddard, 6278763 Pte. B.
Powell, 6278760 Pte. C. Skinner, 6278757 Pte. B. Bish, 6278755 Pte.
J. Collins, 6278754 Pte. W. Shillito, 6278744 Pte. W. Giles, 6278730
Pte. W. Proudfoot, 6278970 Pte. R. Pennell (with family), 6278728
Cpl. A. Burgess, 6279059 Pte. A. Downs, 6280352 Pte. R. Moore,
6279619 L/S. J. Crane, 6278737 Pte. H. Ringe, 7812146 Pte. G. McLean
(with family).
7040436 Pte. A. Fealey, invalid from 1st Battalion. Admitted
Netley Hospital, 311225, and taken on Depot Strength from that
date.
PROMOTIONS.

6281713 L/c. Gillett, promoted Corporal, 51225, vice 6281672
Tribe to 1st Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS.

6281877 L/c. C. Fry, appointed Paid L/Cpl. 51225, vice Gillett
promoted.

4th Battalion.

STRENGTHENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shown :—
6283031 Pte. A. Penfold, "C," (Hawkhurst), 301125; 6283034
Pte. T. Randall, "B," (Sittingbourne), 81225; 6283032 Pte. A.
Willans, "B," (Sittingbourne), 11225 ; 6283033 Pte. E. Wraight,
"B," (Sittingbourne), 11225 ; 6283039 Pte. J. Brazier, "D," (Folkes
tone), 211125; 6283035 Pte. M. Hunt, "D" (Dover), 201125;
6283036 Pte. V. Lawrence, "D," (Dover), 81225 ; 6283037 Pte. J.
Marsh, "D," (Dover), 101225 ; 6283038 Pte. C. Withey, "D,"
(Folkestone), 21—11—25; 6279888 Pte. A. Croe, "A," (Sandwich),
161125; 6283040 Pte. E. Smith, "D," (Folkestone), 171125;
6283041 Pte. F. Supple, "A," (Ramsgate), 141225.
STRENGTHTRANSFER.

The undermentioned N.C. Officer having transferred from 233rd
(Kent) Battery R.F.A. (T.A.) is taken on the strength and posted to
Company as shewn :
723440 Sgt. C. Terry, "D," (Dover), w/e from 1126

REENGAGEMENTS.

6281230 Pte. W. Hall, "D," reengaged for a further period of 1
(one) year as from 161225.
6280829 Pte. A. Burt, "C," reengaged for a further period of 1
(one) year as from 201225.
6280820 Pte. G. Butler, "C," reengaged for a further period of 4
(four) years as from 221125.
6280792 Cpl. G. Graham, "B," reengaged for a further period of
1 (one) year as from 71225.
6280678 Pte. J. Reavey, "B," reengaged for a further period of 1
(one) year)as from 31125.
7817166 L/c. C. Boorman, "D," reengaged for a further period of
of 4 (four) years as from 10426.
6280514 Cpl. F. Butcher, "B," reengaged for a further period of
1 (one) year as from 151025.
6280902 Cpl. S. Hammond, "B," reengaged for a further period
of 1 (one) year as from 20126.
6280756 L/c. J. Wyborn, "B,"~ reengaged for a further period of
1 (one) year as from 31125.
DECREASE

6282348 Pte. J. Dye, "D," (Dover), died at Dover, 161225.
APPOINTMENTS.

6280966 Pte. H. Fagg, "D," and 7814148 Pte. J. Harthill, "D,"
appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals w/e from 31225, under 1919 rate
of Pay.
6281355 Dmr. C. Sheaff, "D," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 21723.
1401798 Pte. G. Burch, "A," 6282838 Pte. C. Field, "A," 6282856
Pte. S. May, "A," 6282843 Pte. R. Rowley, "A," appointed unpaid
LanceCorporal w/e from 4126, under 1919 rate of pay.
6282874 Pte. R. Bailey, "B," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal w/e
from 6126 under 1919 rates of pay.
6280611 Pte. E. Castle, "B," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 1822 under 1919 rates of pay.
6280613 Pte. A. Croucher, "B," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 1821 under 1919 rates of pay.
6282719 Pte. E. Harwood, "B," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 6126 under 1919 rates of pay.
DECORATIONS.

6280467 R.Q.M.S. G. Arnold, "B," awarded clasp to T.F. Efficiency
Medal. (Auth. A.O. 313 of 1925).
6280707 C.Q.M.S. B. Wisdom, "D," awarded Clasp to T.F. Efficiency
Medal. (Auth. A.O. 313 of 1925).
6280525 Cpl. J. Taylor, "C," awarded T.F. Efficiency Medal.
Auth. Army Orders 435 of 1925.
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Personalia.
]\/T AJORGENERAF Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge
has been fishing in Co. Donegal, where,
in spite of the stormy weather prevailing, he
has had very good sport. Sir Guy has
purchased a house near Newbury, but does
not intend taking up residence there for
another month or so.
lVx

There have been quite a number of visitors
to the Depot during February. On the 9th,
Maj .Gen. Sir Arthur Fynden Bell, Rear Admiral
Dewar, Brig.Gen. R. McDouall, Colonel D. B.
Parry, Ft.Col. R. Friend and the latest
gazetted subalterns, Messrs. J. H. N. Foster,
M. P. D. Dewar and F. W. B. Parry lunched
in the Mess.
Other visitors included Capt. G. F.
Hamilton, Capt. H. C. Morley and Fieut.
Turner.
Ft.Col. W. A. Eaton, who is still in Majorca,
has been laid up for some time with a form of
blood poisoning. We have, however, received
later news that he has now quite recovered and
that he expects to be in Canterbury next
month.
We hear from Gibraltar that Ft.Col. R. E.
Power hopes to send a party to visit Albuhera
on the 16th May, carrying letters of intro
duction to the Military Governors and Mayors
of the towns.
Ft.Col. Groves Raines recently paid a flying
visit to Canterbury.
Ft.Col. P. W. Guinness, Chaplain to the
Forces at Canterbury, has been laid up with a
severe attack of rheumatic fever. We are glad
to be able to report that Col. Guinness is
progressing well, and we wish him a speedy
recovery.

Price Sixpence.

We are glad to say that Major F. W.
Tomlinson is completely recovered and has
been playing golf again.
Major N. S. and Mrs. Hart have arrived
home on leave and hope to pay a visit to
Canterbury shortly. We feel sure that many
of our readers will be pleased to know that
General and Fady Hart are both well, and are
still living at Bournemouth, where Major and
Mrs. Hart are at present staying.
We very much regret to learn that Miss
McDouall has met with a somewhat serious
accident whilst motoring from Algeciras to
Gibraltar after a dance. In avoiding a hole
in the road, the car swerved into another, from
there to collide head on into a tree. Both the
driver and Miss McDouall received cuts about
the face and neck, but the other occupants
of the car escaped with a shaking. We are
glad to hear that Miss McDouall is progressing
quite satisfactorily and we trust that she will
soon be quite recovered.
We hear of many Buffs, Past and Present,
who intend being present at Sandown on the
19th and 20th of this month for the grand
Military Meeting. From the soldier's point of
view there can be few more enjoyable
gatherings. Arrangements at Sandown under
Mr. Forraine's able management leave nothing
to be desired and all serving and retired officers
and their ladies, are admitted to the members
enclosure for this meeting on presentation of
their cards and payment of £1 each per day.
We hear that Major Houblon is at present
in Nice;
We offer our sincere sympathy to Capt
H. H. C. Baird on the death of his mother
which occurred at Wickhambreaux on
February 3rd.
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Capt. J. R. Tuke, 1st Battalion, and Mr.
E. A. Airy, 2nd Battalion, have recently taken
over the duties of SubEditor to The Dragon
for their respective Battalions. We take this
opportunity of thanking their predecessors,
Ft. Oliver and Ft. Knocker, for all the help
they have given us.
Capt. and Mrs. Golf have gone to Monte
Carlo for a few weeks.
Mr. C. G. W. Robson has been playing
regularly for Old Malvernians this season and
had a very good Press for his performance
against Old Wykehamists on the 13th
February in the semifinal of the Arthur Dunn
Cup. Mr. Robson has recently gone to live
at 38 Queensgate Terrace and curiously enough
finds himself being valetted by an old Bufi,
Arthur S. Floyd (late No. 6279625) who
enlisted in 1918 and went on the reserve in
1923.
We hear from South Africa that Mr. J.
Chester was seen at Cape Town on his way
back to East Africa.
We offer our congratulations to Ft. W. R.
Findlay, who has been appointed Assistant
Accountant to Messrs. Harrison and Crosfield,
a big East Indian Firm. We understand that
the post involves visits to various branches
in the East for a month or two at a time.
One of the two vacant Cottage Homes has
been allotted to Mr. Nelson Blaskett, who lost
his arm during the war while serving with the
2nd Battalion.
Mr. and Mrs. Blaskett have arrived at
Broadstairs and seem delighted with their
new quarters.
The second vacant cottage has not yet been
allotted to anyone. Applications should be
sent as soon as possible to The Secretary, Past
and Present Association, The Depot, Canter
bury.
We were very pleased to receive a visit
from Mr. R. Marks who is home on ten months
leave from HongKong where he is a super
intendent in the Police Force. Mr. Marks
joined the HongKong Police from the 2nd
Battalion ("B") Coy. in 1910. He brought
with him four annual subscriptions to The
Dragon from the undermentioned Old Buffs,
whom we are very glad to hear are all well :—
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Mr. W. Emptage, Sgt. Booth, Mr. F.
King and Mr. Peate of Raffles Hotel,
Singapore.
We were very pleased to receive a call from
Mr. G. A. Trent (late No. 4545 2nd Battalion),
who was wounded and captured at St. Julien
on the 24th April, 1915. Mr. Trent has two
sons now serving at the Depot.
Mr. F. Uden writes from Portobello
(Scotland) that he has now obtained
permanent employment as a gardener.
Mr. G. A. Bourner (late No. 5222) is still
working at the Guildford Hotel, Sandwich
Bay. We congratulate him on having
successfully appealed against a Pensions
award with the result that his wound
pension has not only been increased by 6d.
a week, but confirmed for life.
We have news, too, of an old soldier who
will be remembered by two widely different
generations of our readers ; this is Mr. E. J.
Wilkinson who is living at Dover. Wilkinson
enlisted in 1890 (his number being 3622) ;
he rejoined on the 4th September, 1914, and
was drafted to the 2nd Battalion in January,
1915, and was taken prisoner with Major
Tomlinson in April.
Another old 2nd Battalion man, Mr.
Hartley, is still working at Charing Cross
station and looks very fit and well.
We have great pleasure in announcing that,
thanks to the keenness of Mr. F. Cowell of
Ashford, no less than eight new members have
recently joined the Past and Present Associa
tion. We sincerely hope that others will follow
Mr. Cowell's splendid example.
As we go to press we hear that the 1st
Battalion will move to India next trooping
season and the 2nd Battalion to Aldershot.
It will be a disappointment to many that
the latter is not coming to Kent, could this
have been arranged we think the Regiment
would have obtained many recruits south of
the Medway.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
Births.
L a r k i n . —6278300 F/Sgt. A. Farkin, a son,
Frederick, born at Gibraltar, 5/1/26.
R e a d . —6279030 Pte. J. Read, a son, John
Maynard James, born at Gibraltar, 1/1/26.
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Battles of the Buffs.
INTRODUCTORY (Continued).
Then it's Tommy this, and Tommy that,
rpHE previous article outlined the history
an' ' Tommy, 'ow's your soul ? '
J_ of the Regiment up to the time when
But it's ' Thin red line of 'eroes ' when the
it was brought on to the British establishment
drums begin to roll—
as the Holland Regiment, and it is possible
were just as applicable to the latter part of the
that a short article describing peacetime
17th century as to the period when they were
conditions in line regiments of the standing
written.
Army in its early years may be of interest
The second fact is that in peace time the
to your readers. Although there exists con
Colonel of a regiment was, or was supposed to
siderable information as to the daily life of
be, given a certain sum of money and with
the Army during its early campaigns in France,
that he was personally responsible for paying
Flanders, and Germany, there is but little to
and clothing his unit. An establishment of
be gleaned of its ordinary peace time routine.
officers, N.C.O.'s and
Even Fortescue in the
men was laid down,
first volume of his
and rates of pay were
History of the British
fixed by Royal Warrant,
Army, only refers to it
but beyond this the
in respect to pay, cloth
Colonel appears to have
ing and equipment.
been given an absolutely
There are, however,
free hand with his
certain facts which can
regiment, and the same
be definitely accepted
system appears to have
and from them it is
prevailed between a
possible to make a few
captain and his com
deductions.
pany.
Cromwell, when Lord
Originally, the
Protector, had brought
Regiment was primarily
our military organiza
intended for service at
tion to a high pitch,
sea
and was paid for out
but after the Restora
of naval funds till 1667.
tion and the disband
There were sudden and
rnent of his army there
great changes in the
was a sad retrogression.
establishments ;
the
Parliament was jealous
number of companies in
of any attempt at
a battalion varied from
maintaining a large
an original minimum of
standing Army and
six
to a maximum of 13
although the country
(including
a Grenadier
had been well and
company),
and the
efficiently governed by
numbers
within
a com
Cromwell's majorgen
pany from 100 to 40.
Henry Sidney,
erals, their military
On the conclusion
Captain in the Holland Regiment, 1667 ;
rule had
not been
afterwards Earl of Romney.
of one of numerous
appreciated. Tradition
From a painting by Sir Peter Lely.
crises which occurred
and
prejudice
die
during the latter part of the 17th century,
hard and much of the feeling against the
Parliament, bent on economy and heedless
Army, which for generations seemed to be
both of the future and of justice to the
almost innate in certain sections of the English
Army, insisted on the disbandment of
people, ma3r be traced to the time when the
many of the battalions and on a general
Army ruled the country, or conversely, to
reduction of the establishment of the units
the time when, after the Restoration, the
retained.
The officers and men
soldier's reputation for orderly behaviour
were discharged were thrown on to the world
was in direct contrast to that gained by Crom
without compensation (although some of the
well's troops. Incidentally it may be remarked
officers were put on halfpay), and often with a
that this was somewhat unfair as it was largely
large portion of their pay still owing to them.
due to the scandalous neglect of the Army by
One can scarcely be surprised when reading
Parliament in times of peace, and to the manner
that the results of these " axings " generally
in which both officers and men were swindled
necessitated the employment of most of the
of their pay by civilians. Kipling's lines :—
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remaining cavalry to cope with an army of
highwaymen, who, destitute of employment
or money, were driven to fend for themselves
as best they could. However many hard
cases there are still from the last war, as a
nation, we certainly may claim to have made
some little progress in our treatment of
discharged soldiers and sailors !
There were very few barracks in those
days big enough to accommodate a whole
battalion, and with the exception of the Guards
who were kept in close proximity to the King,
units were split up all over the Kingdom.
There does not seem to have been any
attempt to concentrate a battalion even in
one county; it frequently seems that the
authorities tried to scatter the different com
panies over as large an area as possible. For
example, in 1670, companies of the Holland
Regiment were quartered at Berwick, Carlisle,
Windsor, Plymouth and Jersey! Bearing in
mind the difficulties involved in travelling,
the different companies can have been very
rarely visited by the Colonel of the regiment,
which ^ must in consequence have been very
much " a company commander's battalion."
The Colonel of a regiment was either a
nobleman or a gentleman of good family and
considerable standing. He was frequently
at Court and during peace time it is probable
that he did not really bother his head very
much about the efficiency of his command
beyond trying to get from the Treasury and
from the Ordnance the money and equipment
due to him for his unit, and passing a due
proportion on to the company commanders.
Incidentally, the Colonel, the Lieutenant
Colonel and the Major were all commanders of
companies in addition to their ordinary duties
and their pay was made up of firstly their pay
as colonel, lieutenantcolonel or major and
secondly pay as a captain commanding a com
pany. The lieutenant of the Colonel's company
was called " Captain Lieutenant." Although
the appointment of Colonel of a regiment
was generally a political one, being the direct
gitt of the sovereign, every gentleman in
those days was supposed to be familiar with
the profession of arms and a great number of
them had seen active service either during the
Livil War, in Ireland, in Flanders, or in France.

obvious that such a system was one
Zu ™ d ltself °Pen to very great abuses.
The Treasury and the Civilian authorities
tried to defraud the Colonel of his monies and
to issue him with an insufficient allowance for
clothing his men. He frequently retaliated
by claiming pay for a full establishment when
his regiment had been consistently under
strength for the greater portion of the period

and had only been brought up to strength
for the occasion of the muster. Appointments
to the command of a company appear to have
been largely in his hands, and this patronage
was at times abused. Children were occasion
ally appointed to high commissioned rank
and presumably drew the pay from infancy
while the lieutenant or ensign carried on and
did the work ! There is an authentic story of
a nurse who rushed down to the dining room
and asked what she should do " As the colonel
and the captain were afighting so in the
nursery ! "
Frequently naval officers were appointed
to command companies in line regiments
and there was one notable instance in the
Holland Regiment : John Berry, son of a
distinguished Devonshire family, ruined by
its devotion to the Royalist cause, went to sea
as an apprentice in a merchant ship ; he worked
his way up and became boatswain of a man
ofwar; was specially promoted lieutenant
colonel by the Governor of J amaica; was
chosen captain by the crew of his ship instead
of his captain, who was apparently over
cautious ; became captain of a ship of the
line ; and was knighted by Charles II. for his
gallantry in action at the Battle of Sole Bay.
Being a poor man, in order to increase his
pay, Charles appointed him to a company
in the Marine Regiment, and on its disband
ment, he was given a company in onr Regi
ment which he retained till his death in 1691
when he was a ViceAdmiral, Comptroller
of the Naval Victualling Accounts, and Captain
of Deal Castle, and also a captain in the
Holland Regiment ! In all probability he
never did a day's service with the Buffs.
The rates of pay are interesting. All
company commanders received 8/ per diem
as captains, and the colonel, lieutenantcolonel
and major received 12/, 7/, and 5/ in addition.
A lieutenant was paid 4/ and an ensign 3/ per
diem, sergeants (3 per company) 1/6 per diem,
corporals (3 per company) and drummers
(1 per company) 1/ per diem, and " private
men " 8d. per diem. Soldiers were generally
billetted, and by an order of James II in 1687
it was directed that each soldier should be paid
3/ per week in two payments of 1/6 without
any deductions, for subsistence, and the remain
ing 2d. a day kept back for clothing and " off
reckonings," which were to be settled up every
two months. A comparison between these
rates and those prevailing shortly before the
war is instructive.
There must have been a good deal of work
to be done in peace time. Drill was com
plicated and a considerable amount of time
was probably devoted to what we now call
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weapon training as the firing of the musketeers
was not at all a simple proceeding. The
establishment of arms per company in 1684
was :—
Matchlock muskets ...
Snaphaunce muskets
Pikes ...
...
...
Partizans
...
...
Halberts
...
...
Drum

...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...

26
9
18
1
2
1

Companies at this time were on an establish
ment of about 50 other ranks. Pikes were
retained in the British Army for many years
after this.
The ceremony known to us as " sheet
changing is of ancient origin as there is an
order dated 12th May, 1676, signed by the
Earl of Arlington, to the Master General of
the Ordnance directing that "150 beds and
300 sheets to be exchanged for the mid beds
and sheets of the 300 soldiers of the Holland
Regiment at Jersey."
As regards collective training, James II
assembled a big camp of exercise, generally
on Hounslow or Putney Heath every year
from his accession. The Buffs were at the
Hounslow Heath camp in 1688. Finally there
is a record of the " route " for certain com
panies of the regiment when they marched
from Berwick to vSouthwark in 1685, which
shews that they marched 2 to 4 days at an
average of 10 miles a day and then had a day's
rest.
J.F.W.A.

Kent Coal and Kent.*

B

ROADLY speaking, there are two types of persons
in Bast Kent; the man we meet in trains,
hotels and elsewhere, who says knowingly " You mark
my words, Sir, there'll be coal, and tons of it, here
before we're much older." The other, who has heard
the coalcry for twenty years and more and who says
sceptically " All right ; I'll wait till I see it, thank
you." There are subdivisions of each tyoe, such as
the man who welcomes the scope he may licve for this
or that play and his opposite, who intensely dislikes
the thought of his county being transformed from a
big pleasant farmland into a dark industrial area.
Whatever one's private feelings are, the symptoms
of coal seem to be more recognisable, and the few little
collieries (almost toylike in their insignificance) bid
fair to be multiplied exceedingly. It is consoling,
therefore, to know that a strong public opinion exists
regarding the possible marring of the face of the land,
and that steps have already been taken to prevent
hideous towns arising haphazard over the country.
How strong this public opinion is remains to be seen,
but the report of the two distinguished specialists
embodied in this book under consideration shows how
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thoroughly the problems have been examined and
how constructive are the recommendations put forward.
This report, published in a large, handsome volume,
liberally supplied with maps, plans and illustrations
will undoubtedly be of infinite assistance to those
public bodies in whose hands lies the aesthetic destiny
of Bast Kent. I cannot give here an adequate idea
of the ground covered by the report, but some idea
can be obtained if I mention that, among other
exhaustive enquiries, the report deals with the layout
of future towns and the control of the actual designs of
buildings ; the question of the preservation of open
spaces and of all objects of historical and archaeological
interest ; the increased railway facilities that will be
necessary and the laudable aim of making the pithead
buildings as inconspicuous as possible by the use of
electrical power in the mines. Regarding this last, it
is good to read that some of the existing chimneys
which punctuate the landscape will disappear under
the new regime. Some extremely interesting, if at all
times, appalling, figures are quoted by the compilers.
For instance :—" :
According to the industrial
forecast there will he eventually eighteen or twenty
pits working : each pit may be taken as requiring
2,500 workmen in order to exploit its fullest capacity.
If one workman is taken to represent a unit of four
persons, there emerges the round figure of ten thousand
people per pit, directly connected with coalgetting."
(These figures are, of course, approximate).
Then again, regarding the steel industry. This is
" a much more problematical proposition. A very
tentative figure of from 5,000 to 7,000 workers has been
put forward by the Channel Steel Company. This
gives, on the same ratio of workmen to family, 28,000
as the ultimate population dependent on steel working
and ironore mining." A little calculation reveals
a very large figure and that is without regard to the
" consequential population which inevitably follows
industry." The compilers estimate that " probably
onethird of the basic industrial population of coal
and steel will err on the modest side." It does not look
as if there are going to be many lonely lanes in Bast
Kent !
To those who think that a few years will see the
end of the coal, the compilers offer little comfort.
Assuming that the estimate of 6,000,000,000 (six
thousand million) tons is correct, then eighteen or
twenty pits will, when in full working order, remove
750,000 tons per annum, or, in other words, give a life
of 450 to 400 years to the coalfield.
If it is all as great as is claimed, there is hardly
a department of county life that will not be affected
in some way or another. Canterbury may become
a university town, it is thought. One thing is certain ;
Bast Kent, as we know it, will in a few years be but
a memory. It is to be hoped that there is enough
pride and civic responsibility in the county to see that
the new Bast Kent is at least as pleasant, if not as
beautiful a place in the years ahead.
S.J.F.M.
*

*

*

*

*Bast Kent Regional Planning Scheme. Pre
liminary Survey. Prepared by Patrick Abercrombie,
Department of Civic Design, University of Liverpool,
in collaboration with John Archibald, Associate
Member, TownPlanning Institute. The University
Press of Liverpool and Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd.,
London. Net 10/.
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Past and Present Association.

M

INUTES of the 54th meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Past and Present Association
Executive Committee, held at Canterbury on February
6th, at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the chair).
Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O., H. Findlay, C.B.E.,
(Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain R. M. Watson (representing 1st Battalion),
Captain N. D. Rice (representing 2nd Battalion).
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
approved and signed by the Chairman.
REGIMENTAL CREST.—After discussion it was
decided that no alteration should be made in the Regi
mental Crest as designed by the Garter King at Arms
in 1924. The Secretary was instructed to place
an order forthwith for Life Members' Badges.
"KEKEWICH IN KIMBERLEY."—The
following
proposal submitted by Major Tomlinson was
approved :—
" In view of the fact that Colonel O'Meara
(author of " Kekewich in Kimberley ") and Miss
Julia Kekewich are handing over the whole of the
proceeds from the sale of this book to the Regi
mental Funds of the Buffs, they should each be
presented with a specially bound copy of the book,
the cost to be defrayed out of the proceeds of the
sales."
MEMORIALS.—A letter from Colonel Kennedy
suggesting the possibility and advisability of creating
a special Memorial Fund for the upkeep of graves and
memorials was read.
Tim Committee, while fully realising their
responsibility in this direction, decided, in view of the
fact that the present Government were making
arrangements to provide a fund to keep in repair all
graves resulting from the late War, and further as one
battalion (at least) has a Memorial Fund of its own, it
was decided that no special fund should be introduced
by the Association.
FINANCE.—It was decided that the pension of £12
per annum formerly granted to Mrs.
should be
renewed.
Regarding the appeal received in connection with
the Memorial to Nurses who fell in the late War, the
Secretary was instructed to ascertain from battalions
what action, if any, they were taking in this connection.
The sum of £4 was granted to Mrs.
widow of
an old soldier with 22 years' service, in assisting her in
moving her home from Salisbury to London.
With reference to the appeal received from the
Scottish Naval and Military Veterans' Residence, it
was decided that no donation should be made.
With reference to the appeal received from the
Liverpool Branch of The National Association for
Employment of Regular Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen ;
it was decided in view of the fact that both the 1st
and 2nd Battalions subscribed to the head office of
this Association, no further subscription should be
made.
DUKE OF YORK'S SCHOOL.—In view of the fact
that General Paget has already presented a picture
to this school it was decided that it was not necessary
for a second picture to be presented to the School by
the Regiment.
CANTERBURY GOLF CLUB.—With reference to the
suggestion that the Regiment might take up
Debentures in connection with the establishment of this
Club. The Secretary was instructed to write and ask
battalions whether they can see their way to help in
this direction.

AREA
REPRESENTATIVES.—The Secretary was
instructed to institute enquiries regarding the lease
of a room in London for one night a week, where Area
Representatives could attend to interview applicants.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It was decided that the vacant
cottage should be allotted to Mr. Nelson Blaskett who
served for seven years in the Regiment and who has
lost an arm ; further that the second cottage recently
vacated should be repaired, and on completion a
decision made reallotment.
ORDINARY MEMBERS.

 The following are the names of those joining the
Association as Ordinary Members for the period
18/1/26 to 18/2/26
Mr. F. Taylor, 6282814 Pte. Sharpe, 6282802 L/c. Yates, 6282911
L/c. Rountree, 6282818 Pte. Butler, 6282789 Pte. Coksley, 6282790 Pte.
Dodd, 6282820 Pte. Davies, 6282791 Pte. G. Fagg, 6282823 Pte. F.
Mcintosh, 748704 Pte. Read, 6282788 Pte. Spratt, 6282800 Pte. Under
wood, 748541 Pte. Sisley, 6281649 Pte. Scott, 6282824 Pte. F. Whitaker,
6282395 Pte. Addy, 6282520 Pte. Marriott, 6282915 Pte. Murphy,
6282828 Pte. Richardson, 6282829 Pte. Massam, 6282904 Pte. Robin
son, 6282902 Pte. Bowyer, 6282907 Pte. Addis, 6282906 Pte. Imeson,
6282909 Pte. Davis, 6278857 Pte. Beavis, 6282912 Pte. Mobley, 628794
Pte. Morgan, 6282808 Pte. Humphreys, 6282916 Pte. Barnes, 6282917
Pte. Fox, 6282918 Pte. Jones, 6282919 Pte. Baird, 6282921 L/c. Spence,
6282804 Pte. Hall, 6282923 Pte. Bell, 6282924 Pte. Waller, 6282925
Pte. Barr, 6282926 Pte. Woodcock, 6282927 Pte. Marsden, 6282928
Pte. Blair, 6282929 Pte. Dale, 6282930 Pte. Nadin, 6282931 Pte. Hanson,
6282932 Pte. Hoult, 6282934 Pte. Johnson, 6282935 Pte. Hobbs,
6282798 Pte. Price, 6282830 Pte. Chicken, 4797277 Pte. King, 5043545
Pte. G. Bennett, 4852163 L/c. Clowes, 4852491 Pte. Williams, 4853072
Pte. Davie, 2211963 Pte. Steele, 6282852 Pte. Stupple, Mr. W. T.
Waghorne, Mr. F. Kirby, Mr. B. Barham, Mr. A. W. Darton,
Mr. S. C. Turner, H. F. Whitfield, Esq., Mr. A. Fox, Mr. J. Andrews,
Mr. P. E. Andrews.

LIFE MEMBER.

The following is the name of the Life Member who
has joined the Association during the period 18/1/26
to 18/2/26.
Mr. R. Marks.

DONATIONS.

The following are the donations received for the
period 18/1/26 to 18/2/26 :—
s. d.

Mr. Port ...
Pte. Dawe
Mr. H. Ware
Mr. Tozer

0

8

2
2

0
0

1 6

DISBURSEMENTS.
1926.
...
Jan. 28. Grant
...
...

28. Grant
28. Grant
28. Grant
29. Grant
29. Grant
30. Loan
...
...


Feb. 2. Grant
2. Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant to pay rent
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Contribution towards child's stay
Convalescent Home
...
8. Pension period, 31—1225 to 31—3—26
9. Grant
9. Grant
...


10. Grant
...


11. Grant
11. Grant
12. Grant
12. Grant
12. Grant to assist widow
15. Loan ...
15. Grant
...


16. Grant
16. Grant
16. Grant
16. Grant

£
2
5
3

s. d.
0
0 0
0 0

1 10 0
3 0
1 0
5 0

1 0
1 10
1 0
0
0
1
0
0

at

0
9
0

0
0
0
6
0
0

0 0
0 10 0
3 0 0
0 5 0
2

0
10

0

0 0
0 0

0 10

1 0
1 0
2

0
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Other Regiments.
No. XIV.

w&lm
J
The Cheshire Regiment.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" Louisburg,"
" Martinique, 1762," " Havannah," " Meanee,"
" Hyderabad," " Scinde," " S. Africa, 19002,"
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Ypres, 1914,
'15, '17, '18," " Somme, 1916, '18," " Arras, 1917,
'18," " Messines, 1917, '18," " Bapaume, 1918,"
Doiran, 1917, '18," " Suvla," " Gaza," " Kut al
Amara, 1917."
*

*

*

*

In March, 1689, Henry Howard, Duke of Norfolk
(who had already, as described in the January Dragon
raised the 12th or Suffolk Regiment), was commissioned
to raise another infantry regiment. Chester was the
birthplace of this new unit, which afterwards became
the 22nd or Cheshire Regiment of Foot.
At the Battle of Dettingen, 1743, it is said
that when King George II.'s horse ran away, it was
stopped by a soldier of the 22nd ; also that when His
Majesty took shelter under an oak tree a detachment
of this regiment rallied around him, keeping off the
French cavalry, whereupon he plucked an oak leaf
from the tree and ordered them to wear it as a badge.
Hence the Acorn with oak leaves which forms part of
the regimental crest today, and the custom of decking
the headdress with oak leaves on ceremonial occasions.
The regiment afterwards fought in Canada.
General Wolfe died in the arms of a 22nd Grenadier,
in the hour of victory at Quebec. The 22nd also
fought in the American War of Independence, still
commemorated by the regimental slow march, " 1776."
In those days the Light Co. of the 22nd carried Toma
hawks.
In 1795 the ranks of the 22nd were filled with boy
recruits from the poorhouses. About this time, also,
they got the nickname of " Red Knights" from
wearing red breeches, as well as red jackets and
waistcoats. When grown to maturity these youngsters
made good soldiers. One of them, John Shipp, twice
succeeded in winning a commission from the ranks.
The 22nd were continuously abroad from 1800 to
1819, in South Africa, India and Mauritius, and so
missed the Napoleonic Wars ; but the regiment was
rarely at rest, and shared in many arduous native wars.
In January, 1843, after marching for eight days
through the trackless desert, under a blazing Indian
sun, halfchoked with dust and thirst, uncertain each
morning whether water would be found before evening,
the 22nd, with some native troops, destroyed the
robber fortress of Emaum Ghur, which it had hitherto
been deemed impossible for any hostile force to reach.
Addressing the House of Commons, the Duke of
Wellington described this as " one of the most curious

military feats he had ever known to be performed,
or perused an account of."
On February 15th, 1843, the Light Company of the
22nd, only 100 strong, successfully defended the
Residency at Hyderabad against 8,000 Beloochees.
At the end of four hours, when their ammunition was
nearly done, the Company withdrew aboard the
steamer Satellite, retiring in a body, carrying off their
wounded and covered by a line of skirmishers,
as coolly as if on manoeuvres. This gallant feat was
described in despatches as "a brilliant example of
defending a military post."
Two days later the Battle of Meanee was fought,
within sight of the towers of Hyderabad, and here
again the 22ncL did well. Pte. O'Neill took an enemy
standard ; this flag, pierced with a score of bullet
holes, now hangs in the 2nd Battalion Officers' Mess.
The Cheshires usually troop the Colour each year on
" Meanee Day."
In another engagement at Dubba, near Hyderabad,
on March 24th, 1843, the 22nd captured no less than
fourteen standards. Ten gallant soldiers of the 22nd,
believing that another fight, was about to take place,
concealed the wounds they had received at Dubba
and marched in the ranks next day until they dropped
from sheer pain and exhaustion.
A few weeks later the Cheshires, their ranks thinned
by losses in action and by sickness, were ordered to
Bombay to recuperate. The Bombay garrison were
ordered to " pay every mark of respect to this
distinguished corps " and a contemporary account of
their arrival, in the writer's possession, states that
"No regiment ever deserved to be, or were, received
with greater honours than the 22nd ; this regiment
is here looked upon as the Conquerors of Scinde."
In these Indian wars of 80 years ago the 22nd were
under the command of Sir Charles Napier, who held
the Colonelcy of the Regiment for ten years. The
memory of this wellbeloved leader is kept green by the
regimental quickstep " Wha wadna fecht for Charlie ?"
His statue .stands in Trafalgar Square today ; towards
the cost of this statue the gallant rank and file of the
22nd, who had fought under him in India, contributed
coppers from their scanty pay—a humble tribute which
would have delighted the soldierly heart of ' Charlie '
more than any other honour he won during his long
service.
The Regiment is nicknamed " the Two Two's."
The Cheshire Regiment had 38 battalions during
the Great War, and served in France, Italy, Salonica,
Gallipoli, Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia. They
have been awarded eightyfour Battle Honours and
three V.C.'s.
R MAURICE HILL.
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Correspondence.
AN ANNIVERSARY.

Peshawar, 14th Feb., 1926.
%
To 115th Buffs, Canterbury.
Remembrances and best wishes from all
ranks, 15th February from 37th Dogras.
Dear Sir,
The 15th February, 1917. was the day upon which
the 37th (new l/17th) Dogras and 1 /5th Buffs cleared
up the Battle of the Dahra Bend, when they together
captured over a thousand Turks and cleared the right
bank of the Tigris of the last of the Turks.
With reference to this particular piece of work Sir
Stanley Maude, in his despatches said :—" To eject
the enemy from the horse shoe bend, bristling with
trenches and commanded from across the river on
three sides by hostile batteries and machine guns,
called for offensive qualities of a high standard on the
part of the troops."
The 1 /5th and the 37th Dogras served for three
years together in the same Brigade and all ranks were
always on the best of terms with each other.
This friendship is commemorated each year by the
officers holding a joint dinner. For the first three
years this dinner was held on the Dahra Bend day
(February 15th), but owing to the difficulty of Indian
Army Officers getting home on leave at that time of
year, the dinner is now held on June 15th each year,
in London.
I believe the joint Dinner of Officers of a British
and Indian Regiment, who served together in the War,
is unique, though there were many other cases of
great friendship during the War on the Eastern
fronts between British and Indian Regiments.
Wittersham Court,
Yours, etc.,
Wittersham.
JOHN BODY.
BUFFS IN S. NIGERIA.

Dear Sir,
An interesting medal has just been sent to us for
sale. It is the African General Service Medal, with
the bar S. Nigeria, 1905, awarded to ColorSergeant
E. A. J. Mayne, The Buffs.
During the campaign, a column of the S. Nigeria
Regiment, with one officer, a doctor and C.Sgt. Mayne
was attacked in the bush by a hostile tribe. The
officer and the doctor were both wounded, when C.Sgt.
Mayne took command of the column and in person
directing the action of the rear guard, extricated the
little British force out of a nasty situation.
I proceeded to join the S. Nigeria Regiment early
in 1909 and on arrival at Lagos received orders to
proceed forthwith up the Niger and join Captain
Hosley's column in the Kukuruku Patrol. Five days
swelter in the old Valiant plonking her way up the
Niger amid swamps, mosquitos and sandbanks, and
a landing was made at Idah. Next day the river was
crossed in canoes and I was met by an escort of thirty
Hausa soldiers under the command of Col.Sgt. Mayne.
The meeting was quite a surprise ; I did not even
know Mayne was in West Africa. We marched that
day fifteen miles to join the column. Ye Gods, the
heat ! I shall never forget my first trek in Nigeria.
I found the column resting in a comfortable camp ;
Capt. Hosley, K.O.S.B., was in command and with
him De Kantzow, D.C. of Idah and Dr. Hungerford.
When the work of the patrol was satisfactorily
accomplished, the Company ("A" Coy., 2nd S.N.R.),

returned to its station, Udi, about fifty miles from
Onitsha, a town on the left bank of the Niger. Soon
after our return, Captain R. E. Power (as he was then),
who was temporarily in command of the 2nd S.N.R.
came up to inspect and on a special parade presented
Col.Sgt. Mayne with the long service and good conduct
medal. It was quite a memorable coincidence that
the only three Buffs at that time serving in Nigeria
should be present on such an occasion. No. 3616
Sgt. E. A. J. Mayne did most of the service with the
2nd Battalion and during the S. African campaign,
was employed for some time in Greenpoint Camp.
There will be many who remember Mayne being left
behind with Captain H. H. C. Baird's draft at
Stellenbosch in September, '02, when the 2nd Battalion
sailed for home in the SS. St. Andrew. Mayne
proceeded with the draft to join the 1st Battalion at
Poonah, came home from Aden in '04, and shortly after
proceeded to W. Africa.
Mayne joined the 43rd Oxfordshire Light Infantry
for the war and died a few years ago.
Depot the Buffs,
Yours faithfully,
Canterbury.
J. V. R. JACKSON (Major).
Sir,

EMPLOYMENT.

With reference to Chapter VII. Educational
Training, 1923, and Army Council Instruction, 630 of
1925, I am commanded by the Army Council to
draw attention to the importance of soldiers serving
overseas getting into touch with possible sources of
employment in the district they intend to settle on
leaving the Colours.
2. In this connection, and with the object of
inducing soldiers to make efforts on their own behalf,
it is essential that the objects and activities of the
National Association for Employment of Regular
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen, and of Regimental or Old
Comrades' Associations should constantly be brought
before them and more particularly during the closing
phases of their Colour Service.
3. It should be realised that employers of labour
seldom, if ever, engage an applicant without a personal
interview, but if the soldier is known in the district in
which he intends to settle and advises some interested
person that he will return to civil life in that district
within a certain period, it might be found possible to
earmark a situation for him. In this connection I am
to say that Regimental and Old Comrades' Associations
should generally be able to assist soldiers if they
register with them as soon as it is definitely known
when they are to embark for the United Kingdom.
4. Soldiers should therefore be encouraged to
register with their Regimental Associations while
still serving overseas, and on reaching the United
Kingdom to follow up such registration by getting into
touch with a representative of the Association
concerned. Further, on arrival in the United
Kingdom, soldiers who have not secured a promise of
employment should at once register with the branch
of the National Association for Employment of Regular
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen in the district in which
they intend to settle.
5. It is requested that you will make such
arrangements as will ensure that this matter is brought
to the notice of all concerned before the Trooping
Seasons commence.
I am, Sir,
The War Office,
Your obedient servant,
London, S.W. 1.
B. B. CuTiTE.
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SPRING.

Once more we have to observe that the
crocuses and other harbingers of Spring
are doing very well, thank you. Before long, too, the
sunworshippers will be coming back to us from the
Riviera, where, from all accounts, overcoats have
been worn a good deal in this exceptional year. We
shall be able to compare winters with them and I must
confess to a feeling of secret satisfaction that the
Parade (or whatever it is called) at Monte Carlo has
been a bit bleak at times.
*

*

*

*

THE TENNIS It is a little late in the dav to refer to
MATCH.
the
LenglenWills
encounter
but,

considering that Lawn Tennis is an
English product, we must congratulate ourselves on
the progress the game has made. Could anything
be more thrilling than the accounts of the sporting
behaviour of the spectators the other day. How they
must love the game to pay not less than £3 for a seat.
If they have an entertainment tax in France (and
I can "hardly believe that they have not) the franc
ought to he improving a bit.
The whole business seems to boil down to this :—
Was it Helen or lithe Suzanne
Or only the Press and the Movie Man ?
*

*

*

*

The Australians are about to leave their
shores for another invasion of England
and cricket this year will be, I fear,
very much a gladiatorial affair. The county champion
ships, so the keen minds think, ought to be relegated
to the background to allow us to beat the visitors.
I wonder that all cricket is hot forbidden throughout
the land. We have never yet made a business of
cricket, although football is just as serious an under
taking as coalmining or drapery. Whatever happens
in the Test matches, let us devoutly hope that the
Balance Sheets are satisfactory.
TEST
MATCHES.

*

*

*

*

Those who served with the 1st Battalion
in the early days of 1915 will recall the
Rue Sadi Carnot at Armenti£res. "A"
and "B" Companies' officers were billetted in that
street of almost palatial houses. I often wondered in
those days whom the street commemorated. It was
such an intriguing name. But my curiosity was
evidently dulled by competing interests and it never
went far enough to lead me to make enquiries. Now,
after a lapse of eleven years, comes the explanation.
A comment in an evening paper the other day referred
to a tribute paid to Sadi Carnot by M. Berthelot at the
French Society of Civil Engineers. Sadi Carnot, it
appears, was a distinguished scientist of whom the
late Lord Kelvin said " In the whole domain of science
there is nothing greater than the work of Sadi Carnot."
Carnot died of cholera in 1832, at the early age of 36
and a great many of his unpublished writings were
destroyed through fear of infection.
SADI
CARNOT.
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correspondent (G.B.M., to whom
I am indebted) sent me this interesting
note the other day :—
" A sidelight on London's history is contained
in the plea for the restoration of the old name of
Of Alley, Adelphi. The history of this unique
designation is this : when the third Duke of
Buckingham was forced to sell his estates in the
Adelphi he made a provision that he should be
commemorated in the street names. George Court,
Villiers Street, Duke Street and Buckingham Street
still remain. The alley connecting Dnke Street
and Buckingham Street was formerly Of Alley,
the names thus incorporating the whole title of
George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. For some
reason in 1883 the name became YorkPlace. The
Westminster City Council were approached upon
the subject and have recommended that application
should be made to the L.C.C. If the appeal is
successful, all lovers of London and its history
will be delighted."

OF ALLEY,
ADELPHI.

A

*

*

*

*

A FLEET
I dined the other night at the Cheshire
STREET NIGHT'S Cheese with a cricket club of which
ENTERTAINMENT.I am a member (though I must admit

that my qualification is slender).
The guests of honour were Mr. G. K. Chesterton and
Mr. Hilaire Belloc and a more diverting evening it
would be hard to find.
The proceedings at these
dinners are refreshingly informal and only two toasts
are drunk ; " The King " and " The Club." After
wards follows song, churchwarden pipes and punch.
The Cheshire Cheese claims to be a favourite haunt
of the great Doctor J ohnson, and transatlantic visitors
make frequent pilgrimage thither. A much vaunted
feature of the tavern is " The Pudding " which is
considered to contain larks among other ingredients.
As Mr. James Bone records in his delightful book " The
London Perambulator " (recently noticed in these
columns) the reply of the head waiter to a human
itarian protest against the inclusion of the lark in the
pudding was " But these are not the singing variety."
*

A PLAY.

*

*

*

London is now encircled by suburban
theatres where more often than not
intelligent management provides theatrical fare far
removed in character from the American farce stuff
which abounds in the West End. The Everyman
Theatre at Hampstead is famous now. (It was here,
incidentally, that " The Vortex," Noel Coward's great
success, first saw the footlights). Near Kew Bridge
has sprung up the Q Theatre and there, yesterday,
I saw Eden Philpott's new play " The Mother
adapted from his novel of the same name. It is only
on for a week unless some West End manager decides
to transplant it. It is a good story, with some capital
character acting. The scene is, of course, Dartmoor.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

RADUALLY and surely membership of the
Society is creeping up. On the 21st February
the total was eightyseven, so perhaps it is not too
much to hope that three figures may be reached before
very long.
Here is the list of new members to be added to those
published last month :—.
Brig.General A. G. Whitacre Allen, C.B., and
E. H. FinchHatton, C.M.G., D.S.O.
Colonels A. H. Coles* and H. G. Gregson, C.M.G.
Lt.Colonel H. F. Sparrow.
Majors F. O. Marchant, M.C., N. S. Hart, F. W.
Tomlinson and E. C. Norman.*
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C., A. J. Peareth, A. Howard
Reed, W. V. S. Sinclair, W. Rayden and R. D. de
Quincey Child.*
Messrs. J. H. G. Hamilton, F. FosterHall, M.C
O. F. Falk, J. V. Dockray, B. H. Russell and C. H.
Rainey.*
*An asterisk denotes nonplaying members, to whom
the Society is most grateful for their kind and
encouraging support.
FIXTURE LIST.

A match v. St. Augustine's, Ebbsfleet, has been
arranged for Saturday, May 29th, and members wishing
to participate in this and other events in the future
are asked to notify the Hon. Secretary as soon as
possible ; and let it be stressed here that this applies
equally to long handicap players as it does to those
who have better cultivated the knack of keeping the
body still and eye on the ball !
No definite news is to hand yet as to the dates of the
matches v. Deal, Dover Garrison, The United Services,
Chatham, Liphook, Littlehampton, Goodwood and
the proposed outing to Portland : but all of these
fixtures are still under consideration and it is hoped
to announce definite dates later.
THE EASTER MEETING.

The arrangements for the Easter Meeting at
Folkestone on April 22nd are well on the way, and full
particulars will be circulated to all members early in
March. In the meantime it is hoped that all members
will reserve the dates 22nd and 23rd April, the
latter date being the return match v. Folkestone in
which the sides are to be as numerically strong as
possible, regardless of handicap.

Wampach Hotel on April 22nd. There will also be a
special competition for those with a handicap of 12 and
over.
*

*

*

*

On Feb. 27th, the membership of the Society was
ninetythree.
" When the Band begins to Play."
On Wednesday of last week the Library Committee
of the Folkestone Council was deliberating an official
application to hang recruiting posters for the East
Kent Regiment (The Buffs) upon its walls. The spirit
of severe respectability was in the act of rejecting the
proposal when a battalion from Shorncliffe marched
past with band playing. The committee resumed
discussion in a less obstructive key, but again severe
respectability revolted against such a disfigurement
of the walls and was about to definitely turn down the
application when another band came from the direction
of Shorncliffe. It took the committee some time to
recover its resolution, but Folkestone's sense of
exclusiveness is not easily subdued. The negative
decision was actually being put when a third band
burst forth right under the library windows. The
recruiting posters now hang on those aesthetic walls.
The moral of this is quite on the surface. If several
Guards bands were to blare and throb past the House
of Commons at intervals—quite by accident—whilst
the debate on the Army Estimates was in progress,
the chances are that the Army Council would get every
thing it wanted. Lord Chelmsford did a really clever
thing by holding a naval review during the Labour
Government's brief life, and providing a special ship
for hon. members. The people who had voted for
five cruisers had a tremendous afterlunch ascendency
over those who had not, and had a supplementary
programme been presented to the House next day it
would very likely have proved one of the most popular
measures of the session. (Truth).

Our Contemporaries.

STOP PRESS.

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" Journal of The Royal Army Service Corps."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
"St. George's Gazette.
" Journal of The Nigeria Regiment."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" FaughaBallagh."
" The Bugle."
" The DieHards."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" British Legion Journal."
" The Snapper."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Chronicle of the Duke of York's Royal
Military School.
" Sapper."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" Royal Fusiliers' Chronicle."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps Gazette."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Lillywhites' Gazette."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."

The Match v. Dover Garrison at Dover has been
fixed for April 17th, and for this fixture our opponents
have asked that our side may be a long handicap one
*
*
*
*
A special General Meeting is to be held at the Easter
Meeting, also a Dinner. These will take place at the

B a n d ^ W . FISKIYIOCTRE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
Note New Address.

RECORD ALBUM.

The Album in which the records of the Society will
be kept, and which will accompany the Society at all
its fixtures and meetings—the idea"of this having been
appropriated from the Band of Brothers—has now
been completed with the exception of the contents of
the introductory page. All will agree that this not
only requires the most careful consideration, but the
very best execution, and the Committee will welcome
any suggestions that members may care to put forward
as to the contents and general makeup of this page.
The Album has been very kindly presented to the
Society by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell
Colonel W. H. Trevor and Captain H. H. C Baird
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Boxing.
Army Interunit Team Championship.
T Portland on February 19th the 2nd Battalion
The Buffs beat the 1st Battalion The Duke of
Wellington's Regiment by 17 points to 16 and thus
enter the final of the Southern Command Interunit
Team Championship.
The greatest excitement prevailed throughout the
meeting and when the two " other ranks " Heavy
weights faced each other for the last fight of the
evening, the score stood at 15 points all. Pte. Maslin
appeared quite unimpressed by the seriousness of the
occasion, and, by the judicious use of a straight left
soon piled up a big lead on points. When the blue
flag finally went up, signifying his victory, the packed
Gymnasium let itself go, and showed its delight in no
uncertain manner. Colonel Kennedy, in calling for
three cheers for the Duke of Wellington's Regiment,
said that he was much too excited to make a speech,
but he would like to congratulate the losers on the
splendid fight they had put up, and also Mr. Fred
Tovee—our trainer—on the fine physical fitness and
fighting spirit which our team had shown that night.

A

RESULTS.
Officers.
Heavyweight.
Lieut. D. S. Lister, M.C., The Buffs, beat Lieut.
C. K. T. Faithfull (D.W. Regt.) on points.
Faithfull attacked strongly in the first round, but
was steadied by Lister with welltimed lefts to the
face. Lister piled up points in the next two rounds
and Faithfull is to be congratulated on being on his
feet at the end.
Middleweight.
Lieut. W. F. Browne (D.W. Regt.) beat Lieut. W. G.
Cass (The Buffs) on points.
A splendid, hard hitting bout, with the issue
in doubt right up to the end.
Welterweight.
Capt. N. D. Rice (The Buffs) knocked out Lieut.
C. I. E. Haslock (D. of W. Regt.) in the third round.
A right to the jaw had Haslock groggy in the second
round, but he was saved by the gong, but was unable
to survive the third round.
Other Ranks.
Bantamweight.
L/Cpl. Topps (D. of W. Regt.) beat Pte. Moore (The
Buffs) on points.
Moore put up a very game fight and only lost by the
narrowest of margins.
Featherweight.
Sgt. Beal (The Buffs) beat Pte. Burke (D. of W. Regt.).
Beal was the fitter of the two, and hit harder with
both hands, and won well on points.
Lightweight.
Cpl. Wright (D. of W. Regt.) beat Pte. Bell (The
Buffs) on points.
This was a splendid fight and it needed the referee's
casting vote to decide the winner.
Welterweight.
L/Cpl. Bowman (The Buffs) beat L/Cpl. Hawley (D.
of W. Regt.) on points.
Bowman had his eye cut open in the first round,
but fought on, to win on points.
Pte. Hudgell (The Buffs) beat Pte. Sabatina (D. of W.
Regt.) on points.

The first two rounds were fast and evenly contested.
The third round went to Hudgell who was fitter and
stronger at the end than his opponent.
Middleweight.
L/Cpl. Mills (D. of W. Regt.) knocked out Pte. Murphy
in the first round.
Both went out for a knockout from the start, but
Mills' greater experience enabled him to get there first.
LightHeavyweight.
Pte. Barker (D. of W. Regt.) beat L/Cpl. Foster on
points.
Foster—a boxer of moods—failed to produce his
best form and was outpointed in every round.
Heavyweight.
Pte. Maslin (The Buffs) beat Pte. Crang (D. of W.
Regt.) on points.
Maslin had the advantage in height, weight and
reach and scored freely with his left to win comfortably
on points.

Football.
Canterbury Charity Cup, 1st Round, 2nd Replay.
DEPOT THE BUFFS

A

V.

RAMSGATE, ST. LUKE'S.

T the third attempt, the Depot passed into the
second round of the above competition by
defeating Ramsgate, St. Luke's, at Ramsgate, by
5 goals to 2 on Saturday, February 6th.
A large party of supporters accompanied the team
to Ramsgate and were rewarded by seeing a very fast
—if at times somewhat robust—game. Man for man
The Buffs were inches smaller than their opponents
and were patronisingly referred to by the Ramsgate
supporters as " The Kids " before the game started.
When the score had reached 4—0 in our favour,
however, they called them something else , I forget
the word now !
The whole team produced their very best form and
it seems invidious to make any distinctions, but the
palm must really be handed to Mullinger who scored
all five goals for us and skippered the side like an old
veteran. With the assistance of Marsden and Garrett
the other two inside men, he had the Ramsgate defence
bewildered from the start. These three have such
a perfect understanding that it seems a pity that the
combination is about to be broken up. The two wings,
L/Cpl. Watts and McLean, got through an immense
amount of "work, the latter being responsible for our
third goal.
L/Cpl. Spence at centre half played himself to a
standstill, whilst Cpl. Wade at right half has never
played better. Cpl. Gillett made several of his
characteristic dashes for goal from left half and played
his usual sound game. Brookes and Bowyer at back
withstood all assaults gallantly until just before the
end of the match, Bowyer's performance being
particularly good, especially in view of the fact that he
had only come out of Hospital the night before.
A feature of the match was the goalkeeping of
LanceCpl. Rhodes. He was at the top of his form.
On one occasion, when the opposing centreforward
had broken right through and a goal seemed certain,
he cooly picked the ball literally off the Ramsgate
man's foot, as he was about to shoot.
It is sad to think that we bid farewell to L/Cpl.
Spence, Bowyer and Marsden today, but it is the
Battalion's gain, and we sincerely hope that they will
in due time, find their way into the Battalion side.
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The 1st Battalion.
" Every nice girl loves a sailor
Every nice girl loves a Tar,
Free and easy
Bright and breezy,
Well you know what sailors
are ?."
*

*

*

*

This may, indeed, seem
a curious way to begin re
counting the news for this
month, but the recent arrival
of the Atlantic Fleet on its
annual visit prompted me to
hum the refrain gently whilst
wondering where to start.
And I am^convinced that all Ranks will agree—
some, perhaps, with^a slightly cynical leer—
that the words of the song ring rather true.
If anyone doubts this, let him come to
Gibraltar and see for himself where the season
is at its height and dances ashore and afloat
follow each other in such rapid succession that
it is impossible to keep a record of each event.
Early in J anuary, Mrs. Power conceived the
happy idea of giving two such entertainments
on successive days in her house so that those
for whom there was not accommodation on
the first night were able to enjoy themselves
equally well on the second. About a week
later Mrs. Lucas entertained a large number
of guests in the Assembly Rooms. Balloons,
masks, fans and other favours specially dis
patched from London for the occasion added
still more zest to a most hilarious and
enjoyable night.
But I must get back to sterner stuff, or
those who read this at home will think we are
all soft, philandering poodlefakers. However,
it would be impossible to give a correct sketch
of life on the Rock at this time of the year
without referring to this side of its social
activites.
The Royal Calpe Hounds this season have
been showing most excellent sport. In the
middle of January a run took place that will
long be remembered in the annals of the Hunt.
After a somewhat fruitless morning, the
hounds, after lunch, drew across Mirafiores
and worked up slowly on a stale line to a copse
near the Duke of Kent's Farm. Soon a fine
dog fox broke cover at the far end in full view
of the Field. A moment later Prattler, a good
hound, silently followed, swift to get on to the
line, but keeping the good news to herself as
always. Soon the whole pack was out and
straining eagerly after their leader. A field
of young corn compelled the field to keep well

away to a flank, so that hounds were able to
hunt for once without the dread fear off
thundering hooves driving them on. Checking
a quarterofanhour later at Bailey's Bank,
the Master cast forward down the hill, towards
the Caja Brook. To the amazement of many,
the hounds were suddenly seen streaking across
the open fields below and heading for San
Roque. Leaving this village to the right,
they crossed the Malaga Road, sunk the next
valley and scrambled up the rocky side of the
Queen of Spain's Chair where they disappeared
from view. By this time not many of the
Field had stayed the course, but the Buffs
were well represented amongst the few, Colonel
Power, Mrs. Power, Mr. Reid and Captain
Wilkins being well to the fore.
It would take the pen of a Melville or a
Somerville to adequately describe such a day,
so let Somerville describe it now :—
" What lengths we pass ! Where will the
wand'ring chase
Lead us bewildered ' Smooth as swallows skim
The new shorn mead, and far more swift we
fly.
Look back and view
The strange confusion of the vale below,
Where some vexation reigns ; old age laments
His vigour spent : the tall, plump, brawny
youth
Curses his cumbrous bulk ; and envies now
The short, pygmean race he whilsome kenn'd
With proud, insulting leer. A chosen few
Alone the sport enjoy, nor drop beneath
Their pleasing toils."
Recently we have seen a good deal of
boxing, for in the middle of J anuary the
annual competition for the Boxing Cup was
fought off and won by "C" Company. This
entitled them to meet the best company of the
1st Battalion Suffolk Regiment in a
competition arranged between the two
Battalions. After a most bloodthirsty and
thoroughly spirited contest in which the first
four fights
were all knockouts in the first
round, the Suffolk Company beat "C"
Company by two fights.
A week later each battalion met again with
a full representative side and this time we
gained the victory. Our Boxing corres
pondent gives a fuller account elsewhere.
Some of these fights
revealed considerable
talent on both sides and both meetings were
a great success. There are few things finer
than to see two fellows, well matched,
knocking each other about just for the love
of the thing.

No. B. Platoon " D " Company, on the occasion of Captain F. A. f. E. Marshall, D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C., relinquishing command.

THE

The Gibraltar Jockey Club held two good
meetings on the 30th January and 8th
February.
Mr. Fox on the first day, was fortunate in
winning three races, his pony " Caien " gaining
first place over a very stiffly contested five
furlongs, and also winning a Naval Officers'
scurry with the same pony. In the other
division of the scurry his gelding " Bob " won
as well.
On the second day, " Caien " again brought
grist to the mill, beating Mr. Walter's " Ali "
by a length.
Our Football Correspondent gives an
account of the doings of his team elsewhere.
We are disappointed at being knocked out so
early this year from the Governor's Cup—a
trophy we had hoped to win a second time.
On February 8th some officers and other
ranks went to sea in H.M.S. Revenge to witness
a torpedo and sixinch gun competition inter
ship shoot. The other ships competing were
Resolution, Royal Oak, Royal Sovereign and
Ramillies.
After a most interesting day in proper
yachting weather the wind freshened to such
an extent that the sea became too rough in
the bay for a boat to get alongside, so we
anchored off Catalan Bay. Even here it was
too rough for the destroyer Wool/hound to
come alongside without danger of damaging
Revenge s bulges. Wolfhound made fast astern
and we were ferried in a cutter from ship to
.ship and a most hazardous undertaking it
proved, for it was necessary to judge the
exact time to jump and then, with some mis
giving, to leap into the pitching cutter. Once
in the cutter, the difficulty was to get on board
the destroyer. An exceedingly frail ladder
dangling over the side was the only way over,
but eventually everyone scrambled on board
without accident. Jolly good amphibious
training !
On the 11th the officers are giving a
Mounted Gymkhana on North Front Race
Course. There are to be three hurdle races
of varying distances from a mile to five
furlongs, a ladies scurry of two furlongs and
two comic events. It is hoped to send an
account of this meeting in time for inclusion
for this number of The Dragon.
Two Companies have started their annual
course of Field Training, but the lack of
ground renders the task extremely difficult.
We miss the rolling deserts of Egypt, but
possibly many are glad there is no danger this
year of developing a ' Sand Crawl,'

DRAGON
BOXING.
Harris Shield Boxing.
On January 21st and 22nd the InterCompany
Boxing meeting was held. The results of this meeting
both counted for the points towards the Harris Shield
and in addition decided which of our companies should
represent the Battalion in the final of the Garrison
InterUnit Boxing which is run on a company basis.
"C" Coy. eventually won with "A" Coy. second
and "E 14"' 3rd.
A new system of drawing for Byes was introduced,
which worked out very well and all companies
therefore, started within two points of each other.
The finals produced some excellent fights of which the
results were as follows —
FLY WEIGHT.

Pte. Cleak, "A", beat Drmr. Wood, "E 14 " on points.
Cleak was the stronger boxer and led all through,
though Wood fought gamely.
BANTAM WEIGHT.

Pte. Coleby, "C" beat Pte. Cornwall, "A" on points.
Cornwall put up a very stout fight
and was
complimented by the referee.
FEATHER WEIGHT.

Pte. Shaw "E 14" beat Pte. Eangley, "B" on points.
A good fight all through in which the boxing was of
a high order and the hitting hard. It is a good thing
to see some of the Novices of the last competition
winning in Open Events.
EIGHT WEIGHT.

E/Cpl. Baker, "E 14" beat Wood, "C", on points.
Both men were very fit and fought well. Wood in
particular put up a good show against a clever and
more experienced man.
Bartlett, "C", beat Morecroft, "B", on points.
Bartlett led all through. Morecroft boxed well,
but does not seem to have developed any punch.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.

E/Cpl. Sayer, "D" beat Allen, "E 23" on points.
Allen hit hard, but was rather wild.
ETHEAVY WEIGHT.

Lay, "B" beat Franklin, "D" on points.
Lay was giving away weight, but boxed cleverly
and made good use of his reach.
HEAVY WEIGHT.

Gudgeon, "A" beat E/Cpl. Hird, "C" on points.
This was a good fight with Gudgeon always slightly
cill6cl(l

From these results it will he seen that only four of
the A inning "C" Coy. team got as far as the semifinals
so great credit is due to the remainder of the team for
their stout work in the preliminary rounds.
Final of the Garrison InterUnit Competition.
"C" Coy., as the winners of the Harris Shield
Competition, represented the Battalion and met B
Coy 1st Battalion The Suffolk Regiment on January
30th in the Final. Some excellent scraps resulted, but
they were just too good for us and we ended with the
fights 5 to 3 in their favour.
The "C" Coy. team was as follows :—
T Wylie Fly * Coleby, Bantam ; Taylor, Feather ;
Wood, Eight ; Bartlett, Welter ; King, Middle ; Pearce,
Light Heavy ; Jordan, Heavy.
Coleby, Taylor and Bartlett won their fights,
Coleby easily, Taylor and Bartlett after good, hard
Wylie put up a good fight against L/Cpl. Tuck, an
experienced and quick boxer. We had hopes up to the
last fight of being fourall, but Jordan appeared unable
to land any blows at all. He was the bigger man, but
his opponent boxed very cleverly and scored con
sistently in all rounds.
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There was a fourround contest during the interval
between L/Cpl. Nunn, 2nd Battalion The Suffolk
Regiment and Stoker Davies, H.M.S. Vimiera. This
was .a very gorey affair, all of the gore apparently
belonging to L/Cpl. Nunn. He put up a very game
fight against a better allround boxer. He 1 was
eventually forced to retire on medical grounds, having
got a nasty cut over the eye.
Regimental

IVIatch against 1st Battalion
Suffolk Regiment.

Altogether the evening was a success. The fighting
was very clean and the behaviour of all competitors
sportsmanlike.
We would like very much to thank Commander
L. H. Bayley, H.M.S. Revenge, for acting as referee,
and the other officials of the meeting.
F.G.C.

The

On February 6th the longtalked of fight between
ourselves and our neighbours at Buena Vista at last
materialised. The rivalry was very keen and most
afternoons men of Suffolk might be seen passing our
guard room at a smart walk, sparring partners
(complete with black eyes) in close attendance, while
the evenings would find our team trotting along the
Line Wall to Casemates' Gym. where Sgt. Gibson soon
had them hard at it. This keenness was very much
in evidence in the ring and every fight was a hard one,
fought to a finish and no time wasted. We eventually
got home by the odd fight, 5—3. The results were as
follows :—
FLY WEIGHT.

Pte. Cleak, Buffs, lost to Pte. Jordan, Suffolk
Regiment on points.
A good fight all through with nothing in it, either
way. Most of us expected to see another round given.
BANTAM WEIGHT.

Pte. Coleley, Buffs, lost to L/Cpl. Tuck, Suffolk Regi
ment, on points.
An excellent and clever fight
with Tuck just
a shade the quicker both in his footwork and his
boxing.
FEATHER WEIGHT.

L/Cpl. Baker, Buffs, beat L/Cpl. Glide, Suffolk
Regiment, in the first round.
Baker was clearly the better boxer and won with
a knockout.
LIGHT WEIGHT.

Pte. Bartlett, Buffs, beat Pte. Strangward, Suffolk
Regiment, in the third round.
This was quite the best fight of the evening—in fact
there are many of us who consider it the best scrap seen
in Regimental Boxing for some years. Bartlett was
nearly out twice in the second round but made
a marvellous recovery and finally put his man down
for the count with three successive rights to the jaw.
While his opponent was being counted out, Bartlett
was practically " out " too, but contrived to remain
upright with the aid of the ropes.
WELTER WEIGHT

Drmr. French, Buffs, beat Pte. Mean, Suffolk Regi
ment in the first round.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.

Pte. Lay, Buffs, beat Pte. Rose, Suffolk Regiment,
on points.
LTHEAVY WEIGHT.

L/Cpl. Hird, Buffs, lost to Pte. Knights, Suffolk
Regiment, in the second round.
Hird put up a very sporting fight against a stronger
man. He was only saved by the gong in the first
round, having been down twice, but carried on very
gamely.
HEAVY WEIGHT.

Pte. Gudgeon, Buffs, beat Drmr. Pilgrim, Suffolk
Regiment, on points.
This was a very undecisive fight, neither man dis
playing either boxing or fighting ability. At one time
it seemed probable that the reserve Welterweights,
in our case L/Cpl. Sayer of "D" Coy., would have to
fight a deciding fight,

GYMKHANA MEETING.
The 1st Battalion The Buffs held a most successful
Gymkhana at the North Front racecourse on February
11th, in spite of the weather which was most unkind,
rain falling during practically the whole afternoon,
which made things unpleasant for both spectators and
competitors. This did not, however, deter the entrants
from turning out and there were good fields in all the
events. The Polo Scurry (Ladies up) brought fifteen
horses to the post, and the final was well contested.
The parimutuel operated for four of the events, and
any profit made therefrom will be divided between
military and local charities, judging from the patron
age accorded, this should be a good, substantial
one. His Excellency the Governor and the Hon. Lady
Monro arrived just before the first race and remained
until the end of the programme. Both the Officers
and Sergeants' Messes were at home to their friends
whom they most hospitably entertained. At the end,
Mrs. R. E. Power presented the prizes to the winners,
after which three hearty cheers were given by the
guests and the afternoon's sport was brought to a close.
Mr. W. S. Wise is to be congratulated on performing
the hat trick, winning all three races, his mare Almee,
ridden by Miss R. Leahy, also winning the Ladies' Polo
Scurry.
The following were the officials for the meeting :—
Stewards, Lt.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O., Lt.Col. L. W.
Lucas, D.S.O. M.C., Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O. ;
Clerk of the Course, Lt.Col. L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C. ;
Judges, Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O., J. M. Banasco,
Esq. ; Handicapper, Major J. Murray, R.A.M.C. ;
Starter, Major G. T. D. Hickman ; Clerk of the Scales,
Lt. and Qr.Mr. A. W. Andrews, D.C.M. ; Timekeeper,
H. Milton, Esq.
The following are the details of the various events :
RAMILLIES PLATE.

A hurdle race for 3rd Class horses and Government
chargers that are eligible. To he ridden by members
of the United Sports Club. Bottom weight not less
than lOst. 71bs. Distance—1 mile and a distance.
1st Mr. W, S. Wise's hb m Almee, aged, 11 7...Owner
2nd Capt. L. H. B. Burlton's, br hb g Brown Boots,
aged, 12 6...Owner
3rd Major R. P. A. Helps, ch E g Scarlet Pimpernel,
aged, 13 7...Owner
Won easily by several lengths.—Time, 2 30 (7
started). P.M., winner 10/. Places, 2/, 4/ and 6/.
Minden Rocket, ridden by Mr. Bott, fell at the
fourth fence, but his rider escaped with a severe
shaking.
THREAD THE NEEDLE RACE.

Each man to start from one furlong with thread,
ride, to his lady partner, dismounts, threads the needle
held by the lady without touching her. When the
needle has been threaded, the lady mounts the gentle
man's horse, rides round the starting point and back
to winning post. Catchweights. Post entries. Prizes
to 1st and 2nd (10 entries).
1st—Mr. Reid and Miss Boyd.
2nd—Mr, Wise and Miss Leahy,
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THE OUDENARDE PLATE.

A hurdle race for 4th Class horses. To be ridden by
members of the United Sports Club. Bottom weight
not less than lOst. 71b. Distance 6 furlongs. (7
starters).
1st Mr. W. S. Wise's Sapper, aged, 12 0...Owner
2nd Captain L H. B. Burlton's Donzelle, aged, 13*0
Owner
3rd H.E. General Sir C. C. Monro's Trocadero, aged,
12 3...Mr. MacCarthy
Won easily by lengths, several lengths between
second and third.—Time, 144 4/5. P.M., winner,
4/. Places, 2/, 2/ and 6/. Reina Mora, ridden by
Mr. Du Bern fell at the first fence.
BABY RACE.

Ladies nominate and dress gentlemen as babies.
Parade of mothers and babies ; babies are then put
to bed under sheets, mothers run to find their babies
and having found them, run hand in hand to ponies,
mount and ride to winning post holding hands. Catch
weights. Post Entries. Prizes to 1st and 2nd.
1st Lieut.Commander Laing and Miss Fenton.
2nd Lieut.Commander WyndhamQuinn and Miss
Jodrell.
3rd Mr. N. A. Bott and Miss G. Leahy.
THE MALPLAQUET PLATE.

A hurdle race for 5th Class horses. To be ridden by
members of the United Sports Club. Bottom weight
not less than lOst. 71bs. Distance 1 mile and
a distance. (10 starters).
1st Miss M Hawksley's Garryowen, lT8...Mr. Wise
2nd Mr. N. A. Bott's Minden Warrior, 12 7...Owner
3rd Mr. D. C. Coat's Blackamoor, 12 0
Owner
Won by two lengths, six lengths between second
and third. Time, 2*42 3/5. P.M. winner, 4/. Places,
27, 3/ and 3/.
Poi.o SCURRY.
(Ladies up). For Polo ponies. Catchweights.
Distance, 2 furlongs. Post Entries. Prizes to 1st
and 2nd. (15 starters).
1st Mr. Wise's Almee....
Miss R. Leahy
2nd Mr. Fox's Caien
Mrs. Prentice
3rd Mr. Owen's Ben Wyvis
Mrs. Meares
Won easily.—Time, 24 4/5 sees. P.M. Winner 5/.
Places, 3/, 7/ and 8/.
It is pointed out that the charge for tickets at the
Pari Mutuel was 2/ each which accounts for the small
amounts paid out.
(IGibraltar Chronicle).

" SARGOL."

"A" COMPANY.
The Company offer their congratulations to L/Sgts. Willing and
Hadaway on their promotion ; also to L/c. Hodkin and L/c. Priestley
on getting paid. I am beginning to think that one of the qualifications
for promotion is to be the possessor of large feet; if so, then we shall
soon see Priestley a fullblown General.
Just lately we have lost a few of our local lads, who have beeu
transferred to the Machine Gun Platoon ; at the same time we extend
a hearty welcome to the three lads who have rejoined us from the
Machine Gunners, and who were at a former time original "A" Company
fellows.
A nasty disease has crept into the Company lately, and that is all
the Section and Platoon Commanders are inclined to walk righthanded,
the reason being that the best shooting Company badge somewhat
bears down the right arm. Sgt. McLean has got the disease rather
badly, as he was fortunate enough to get Battalion Shot. The Company
average with the rifle was 116*29, and I assisted to contribute towards
the decimal portion ofthe average.
At present we are in the midst of Company training, and every
thing including the weather, is all merry and bright.
Often when we get scrambling up Queen's Road, the thought enters
my mind that the Queen who used that road for a. walk must have
been a muscular and welldeveloped person, but still, it is a shade better
than the old Mardi rendezvous, The Sphinx.
The sports I will keep separate and I will now conclude as I can
hear the Orderly Sergeant calling out,
" EXBUNG."

Mr. V. Boucher at Tangier.
Things we want to know.
Who is " Soap " and " Dope " ?
Who dives down wells ?
Did Padre get approved, and is he succeeding as a L/Corporal ?
Does Sgt. Walters like being assembled and stripped with harness ?
Who is the " Cink " who is in the know at Military Headquarters
and does he come from Deal ?
Who is " Tabs," or is it a nickname for a cat ?

Company Platoon Sports.
In the events for the Lucas Shield, No. 1 Platoon played against
No. 4, the latter winning, 10 (Football).
In the Bayonet Fencing, No. 2 Platoon v. No. 1 Platoon, No. 2
proved themselves the winners ; No. 4 Platoon v. No. 3 Platoon,
No. 4 Platoon winning. The next round results were No. 1 Platoon
v. No. 3 Platoon, No. 1 Platoon losing ; No. 2 Platoon v. No. 4 Platton,
No. 4 Platoon winning.
HARRIS SHIELD EVENTS.

(Hockey). We lost to "C" Companv, 50. "A" v. "E23," we won
42.
(Football) : "A" v. "E14," "A" lost 40.
(Boxing) : We finished second place in this with 25 points, 4 points
counting towards the Shield. I shall not give an individual account of
each fight, because they will probably appear in the Battalion Notes.
(Friendly Football) : 2nd XI. v. 6th Battery R.A. We won 41.
A scratch team played H.M.S. Venetia in which the Navy won 41.
In the return game a draw was obtained, 22.
(Friendly Hockey) : 2nd XI. v. "C" Company. We lost here 31.
We again lost in a return game, 20.
In the InterCompany Cup the Company ph *^ed against the 8th
Heavv Battery R.A. and won 41 (Football), but against "El 4" we lost
40.
I cannot close without congratulating Capt. Essell, L/c. Copcutt,
and Ptes. West and Gudgion on being selected to play for the Garrison
Rugby Team in the Army versus Navy match.
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"B" COMPANY.

This month has opened fairly well with plenty of sports, etc., and
last, but not least, we have started Company Training.
Ptes. Bentley, Durmont, Message, Burton, and Stone have left us
to join the M.G. Platoon and we welcome Ptes. Breward, Jenden and
Patterson to the Company.
The next item of interest is the Bayonet Fencing. On the 12th
inst. we met "A" Company to see who would represent the Battalion
against "H.O." Wing The Suffolks Regiment. Our team was as
follows
Capt. Causten, C.Q.M.S. Dixon, I./c. Richardson, L/c.
Foreman, Ptes. Ingram, Flisher, Maddon, Thurlow, Home and Waller ;
Teajn leader : Cpl. Butcher ; Reserve : Pte. Lav. We won bv beat
ing "A" Company six points to five.
On the 18th inst. we met "H.O." Wing The Suffolks Regiment
in the final of the Governor's Cup, at South Barracks. Our team was
the same as that which met A" Company. His Excellency The
Governor arrived at 10.30 a.m. when the fighting commenced. There
is no need to go into details because we won easily the ten fights, but
Capt. Causton did not fight. At the conclusion our team lined up to be
presented with the Cup.
"His Excellency" presented the Cup, admidst loud cheering
from all ranks of the Battalion, and afterwards gave a short speech
to the team, hoping that they would keep up their reputation, and
congratulated C.Q.M.S. Dixon on the way he brought the team out.
The most interesting events in the way of sport is the commence
ment of the series of competitions for the " Harris Shield/' and the
Garrison InterCompany Cup, the results of which will be found in the
usual place below.
The Danker Football team has played a few friendly games. We
hear that " Munkas" has resigned his position in between the sricks,
owing to the fact that he has signed a professional form for a " Rock
Ape " team ; may you soon be rewarded your Cap.

Garrison InterCoy. Cup.
We were drawn in the second round to meet "A" Company The
Suffolk Regiment.
Our team lined up as follows :—Pte. Home (Goal) ; Ptes. Thurlow
and Moat (Backs) ; L/c. Hoy, Ptes. Flisher and Barnes (HalfBacks) ;
Ptes. Ingram, Richards, Lenten, Hogben, and L/c. Foreman (Forwards).
Play opened fast, and the game became very exciting, and soon after
the opening of play, we kept the enemy pinned in their own half. Some
pretty work was seen on the left wing, and Foreman centred, and Ingram
obtaining possession, made a brilliant run on the left, and eventually
scored with a fine oblique shot after twenty minutes play. Halftime
arrived with the score 10 in our favour. On the resumption, the
visitors made several attempts to reduce the lead, but Thurlow cleared
and sent Lenten away. Following a free kick, Foreman rushed in, and
scored our second goal, The play in the halfback line showed im
provements, Thurlow's kicking of the ball was above form.
The Final whistle blew 20 in our favour.
We met "D" Company The Suffolk Regiment in the third round.
Morris appeared at centrehalf, and L/c. Hoy, going insideright, other
wise the team was the same. We attacked strongly as soon as the
game started and the visitors' goalie was called upon to save several
shots, and L/c. Hoy obtained possession and scored with a ground
shot. The visitors broke through and scored. Moat sent Ingram
away who beat the visitors' goalie, thus securing our second point.
Soon afterwards the visitors broke through and scored their second
point : the resumption saw our visitors making determined raids.
After two corners "hands" were given against them. Ingram was
entrusted with the spot kick, and made no mistake in finding the net
with a ground shot. The visitors tried hard to get on level terms,
but missed many opportunities. The final whistle blew 32 in our
favour.
We met "C" Company The Suffolk Regiment in the semifinal
of the InterCompany Cup. Our team was practically the same,
except that Hogben took over centreforward position instead of Lenten.
.gve *s proved to be a very hard game, and we lost by the odd goal in
Ingram, Thurlow, Morris and Foreman were the outstanding players.

Hockey.
"B" COMPANY V. "A" COMPANY (HARRIS SHIELD).

On the 25th inst. we met "A" Companv in the first match at North
Front. Our team was as follows
L/c. Foreman (Goal) ; Capt.
Wale and Pte. Beale (Backs) ; Pte. Patterson, Cpl. Phebey, and L/c.
jiL (HalfBacks) ; Pte. Dimmock, Tompsett, Beech. Hogben,
and Thurlow, (Forwards). We beat our opponents by five goals to two
thus making our first step towards the trophy.
C.H.

Things we want to know.
Who was the N.C.O. who said we will advance to that bushy top
tree with no leaves on ? Try (C) ook (H) ouse.
itt D£ a certain N.C.O. get a shake on, when he was informed that
Wembley was opened ?
Who is the lady of No. 8 Platoon ? Ask LaCaramel.
Does Johnny, feel enraptured with No. 8 Platoon's March Past ?
Is it tin soldiers ?
Did a certain N.C.O. blush when he dropped his false teeth whilst
shouting on parade ?
When is Johnny going on the tack, and is he trying to cut Brissen
den out with the spoons ?
__ Who were the two scouts on training who attacked and captured a
M.G. nest without waiting for the remainder of the platoon ? Ask
Aggie."

We wonder if a certain N.C.O. blushed on parade when he saw his
fiance. Did he exclaim " Follow me, and vcu cannot go wrong, and
try (Eno's) " ?
What caused Chapel's section to finish first in unloading the limber ?
Was it caused through the gentle way in which the section handled the
guns, or was it that "Chapel" himself "woke up" and gave able
assistance.
Who was the man who attempted to crawl down the barrel of a
LG. whilst on parade ? Is he "B" Company's Pet Rabbit ?
When are the dankers going to test their new football boots ?
Who was the N.C.O. who said we will adopt the alitude of Diamond
Formation ? Is it J.G. ?
Why has "Joe" dispensed with his books cn parade? Is it
because the "seventh section" know the paragraphs off by heart?
Who said " Chester " was a " Fitter " and did he " Turner " hair,
when he was rejected ?
How does the old Soldier of 8 Platoon like Company Training
and does he miss his " Eggs and Bacon " ?
C.H.

"C" COMPANY.
Here we are again, still doing well. At last we may say the old
"Champion Company has come into its cwn." Just for once I am
going against the old adage which says "work first and play after
wards," and I am going to explain the play part first.
At Hockey we have done remarkably well, having played seven
and won seven. Goals for : 25 ; against : 4. Out of the 25 goals,
Cpl. Ayliffe has scored 18. We have now qualified to meet "A"
Company 1st Battalion Suffolk Regiment in the SemiFinal, Governor's
InterCompany Hockey Cup, and if the team puts the usual amount
of " vim" into it, we should go much farther. I should like to add
that we do not get the same amount of supporters for Hockey as we
do other sport, We must remember that supporters give a lot of
encouragement to a team and do our share towards winning.
In the Harris Shield Boxing we again did well by winning the cup,
and getting top, points. We won by a clear five points from "A"
Company, and had two individual winners, Pte. Colbey (Bantam)
and Pte. Bartlett (Welter).
We would like to congratulate the team on such a good shew. These
who lost met very good men who were much mere experienced
than they.
Much credit is due also to those who willingly entered, although
they had had practically no previous experience. It was mainly due
to them that we won the Cup.
This qualified us to meet "B" Company The Suffolk Regiment in
the Final for the Governor's InterCcmpany Cup. We were unfortunate
to lose this contest as we had to put in a substitute for L/Cpl. " Gee"
(our Bulldog Catch weight) who really is not a Heavyweight, and
owing to lack of training or the nonstimulating effects of hotwater,
he was unable to put up the show that was expected of him ; never
theless the team did exceptionally well, and we heartily congratulate
the individual winners, Ptes. Colbey (Bantam), E Taylor (Feather)
and Bartlett (Welter).
As for Football, we have not had much of it this month. I asked
the " window boy " for the notes a day or so ago, he said " Yes," but
up to the time of compilation they have not arrived, so I naturally
concluded there are'nt any. By the way, I am naturally inquisitive
to know why the word " Thief " was hurled across the breakfast table
at our Soccer Captain one morning,; is it a figure of speech, or merely
used in fun ? Men are getting so educated nowadays, it is difficult
in some ways to " follow " them ; perhaps it would be alright to ask
a certain Guard Commander who was heard to remark when seme
men were standing on the steps, " I don't want any conflagration here,
get away from the Guard Room."
One cannot help noticing indefatiguable efforts of our Cross Country
Team trainers, especially as, in the words of a wellknown exW.O. we
cannot have our " Ogg " in the afternoon. Let us hope that their
efforts are crowned with success/
As regards work, we are kept fairly busy now with Regimental
Duties, because there are two Companies struck off duty for the Annual
Training Period.
We welcome back Sgt. Crump from Hythe ; it is quite a pleasure
to hear his cheery voice again.
" INCOGNITA."

Things we want to know.
Where does one put his ration tin cover ?
What particular book does the Mathematics Test Paper come from ?
What has " Hayley " in mind when promoting the drying of belts ?

"D" COMPANY.

Since our last notes went to press nothing fit to write about has
happened except that the Platoons are still fighting for the interPlatoon
Challenge Shield, of course this is a Company affair. The result to date
is as follow :—
[Cross Country
Hockey.
Running.
Football.
Bayonet.
13 Platoon
14 Platoon
15 Platoon
16iPlatoon ...
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C.S.M. Mould and Family have arrived back
in Gibraltar and have now got settled down
again ; everyone of the Company are glad to
welcome them back once more.
Now that the Fleet is in we hope to get a
few games of football or hbckey, but these will
only be friendly and of course only practice
for us.
The Company being all over the place on
different employments it is hard to get notes
in, hence the shortage of this issue.

Things we want to know.

Colonel, Mrs. Power and Party.

Malaga Beach.

Who is the N.C.O. who, whilst on an
Education Course at Shorncliffe told a Matlo
he was studying for a Commission and why
did he tfy to avoid him when the Fleet came
in ? (Ask Slipper).
Who was the Policeman who wanted an
early call at 5 p.m. and did he get it ?
Did Lt. Fox enjoy the sea trip on the
Destroyer and when will he go again ?
I am informed that Tubby Legge is residing
at Chippenham and is employed as a carpen
ter, also that he wishes he was back in the
service again.
Congratulations to Capt. Marshall on his
passing his promotion examination. Also our
congratulations to Lt. Fox on his success on
the race course. Three firsts on one day—very
rarely done in U.K.
SEAMAN.

The Skipper in sole charge.
THE BAND.
During the month we have given several public performances
in the Alameda Gardens, also to the patients of the Military Hospital.
On Saturday, the 30th we rendered a much appreciated programme
(sic. !) at the Gibraltar Jockey Club's Winter Meeting. It was rather
a disastrous afternoon for some of us, however, for out here, as at home,
" dead certs." have a playful habit of romping home just in time to
avoid barging into the runners in the following race.
We have played a good deal of sport lately. Detailed accounts
of the principal events now follow.

THE DRUMS ("E 14.")

Cove Woods near Gibraltar.
This will no doubt take some weeks to finish, but as the results come
forward I will give a detail each month.
The Company had a friendly game of hockey with "B" Company
with a result of 33.
We are still going strong at running and are in hopes of getting a
place this year in the Harris Shield.
The Boxers of the Company are still A.l. and if all goes well we
hope to push up a bit in the boxing world.

Well, here we are again " Toffs." . Still Buffin' and groaning. We
don't seem to have much sport to write about. We nearly played a
game of soccer last week, but owing to a couple of our PRO.'S who
had nothing else to do, saying they could not find time, our match
without them of course being useless.
Our best congratulations to L/Cpl. Baker on winning his weight
last month in the Harris Shield. We also congratulate Drms. Wood,
Harland and Spice on entering the ring in the Harris Shield. Wood
won a runnerup medal. We are sorry to announce that L/Cpl. Spice
is in Hospital with the 'Flu, and we all hope he will soon be out. We
will soon be losing some of our good lads who are going on courses
shortly. L/Cpl. Hudson and Dr. Evans (Hock) have already started ;
there are a few more swating on top line.
Is it true, that our storeman has indented for two burnishers and a
hundredweight of brick dust to start cleaning 12inch swords ?
Who is Uncle Sam and can he tell yarns ? Are Buff sticks and
burnishers made in " Bradford ? " and is the great renown thinking of
taking up Photography ? We wonder.
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Things we want to know.

Is " Gaffa" going to be a " Law Protector" or is it an " Equip
ment Proctector " ?
When is the boat coming in with the barrels of " Glue" for the
Buff King ? The invoice has been received.
Did the " Scottish Double Swindler " enjoy his outing on the boat
and did he get wet ?
When are the " Hebrews " going to open their hearts to the world ?
Did our great Renown Tenor meet his longlost Uncle on the
" Orient Boat" or was it a Cod ?
What does " Skin " think of his " understudy " ?
What is in the wind? Gaff is taking up watching sport of late.
What will it be, roadwalking or " Parade " ?
We congratulate "E.14". Company on getting into the final of the
Governor's Company Cup.
W.A. AND M.C.

Hockey.
2ND ROUND INTERCOMPANY.
"E.14" v. 8TH BATTERY R.A.
The game opened very fast, and the R.A. soon put our goal in

danger, but Lewis saved the situation as usual and cleared.

Twelve minutes after the start, Boot found the net for us. Lewis
made a fine run through and added to our score. About 10 minutes
later there was a scramble round our goal and the R.A. scored.
Halftime: "E.14" 2; R.A., 1.
The second half was opened strongly, and for three minutes our goal
was in danger, but nobody put the ball in ; then the play went straight
to the R.A. end. After a while Lewis again scored. After the bully
off the ball went straight into our net, and of course Boot had
to retaliate and score again. These last three goals were scored in less
than three minutes. Lewis tried to increase the lead. But the R.A.
goalkeeper made a splendid save. Thus the game ended with a win for
us. "E.14, 4 ; 8th Battery R.A., 2.
FIGARO.

Football.
3RD ROUND INTERCOY. CUP AND HARRIS SHIELD.
"E.14" i'.. "A" COMPANY.
The game opened in grand style, but after five minutes play Dr.
Smith had to leave the "field. "A" Company's goal was in danger,
but Bennett stopped us from scoring. The game became very fast,
and Lewis tried a long shot which went straight into Edwards' arms.
"A" Company had to lose Aylward for five minutes. Lee made a
splendid run through, and owing to the back colliding, managed to
score. He again had hard lines with a centre from Boot, and then he
and James collided, both going down. Halftime : "E14." 1 ; "A"
Company, 0.
The second half opened with our full team again, and although
Smith was injured he worked like a trojan. Then came Sammy's
chance when he beat the goalkeeper with a low shot. Lee again
proved fruitful with a pass from Boot. Boot missed many chances,
but the others made up for him. "A" Company, Russel and Aylward
had to retire for the rest of the game. Just before the final whistle
blew there was a scramble round "A" Company's goal and the ball
floated into the net with the credit going to Boot. We must not
forget our righthalf (Mr. Crozier) who worked very hard. Thus with
a win of 40 we pass into the Semifinal.

SemiFinal.
"E14" v. L.D.F.
The game opened with only ten men representing the LD.F. Ten
minutes later their man turned up and they scored a rather undecided
goal. Lewis then tried a lovely shot, but the goalkeeper made a fine
save. There ensued a tussle round the LD.F. goal and French
equalised. Lee then scored a splendid one but was not satisfied, so he
headed in another one. Lewis then made a fine run through, but the
back got in the way and the ball went for a corner. Halftime : "E14
3 ; LD.F., 1.
The second half opened very fast and the Navy lost no time in
adding to their score. The play went from end to end and our goal
was soon in danger again. Before the ball was cleared it passed from
six different heads. Lewis made several attempts to increase the
score and finally succeeded. Although Sammy was unable to play,
our team worked in splendid stylb. With a win of 42 we pass into
the final to meet "C" Company Suffolk Regiment.

"E 14"

Final.
v. "C" COY. 1ST SUFFOLK REGIMENT.

The game opened with the wind against us, and our lads worked
hard, but missed several opportunities. There is nothing of impor
tance in this match as it was not a game of football. The ball was
kicked and the person to whom the wind took the ball was lucky.
Boorman played a splendid game and more or less saved the situation
for us. Lewis had hard lines and the ball went straight to our end,
where a hussle ensued, and showed what our defence was. "C" Com
pany scored 12 minutes from halftime. Lee and Lewis tried hard to
equalise, but were unfortunate.
Halftime : Suffolks, 1 ; "E.14" 0.
There is even less to say about this half as our lads had very hard
lines, the wind being too strong. Boot had hard lines from a corner.
Twelve minutes before time Lee found the net. Thus we drew 11.
But had Brookes played we might have won. So let us hope his knee
will be better for the Replay.

Matters of Interest.
THE KING'S MEDAL.

The King has been pleased to approve of the grant
of " The King's Medal " to the Champion Shot of the
Military Forces of Southern Rhodesia. There will
now be seven such medals to be awarded annually,
namely, to the Champion Shots of the Military Forces
at Home and of the Military Forces of India, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa,,
and Southern Rhodesia.
ARMY MESSING ALLOWANCE.

It is officially stated that a special messing
allowance of 5/ a day will he made to the following
officers of the Regular Army, for the period of training,
when attending training in camps of the Territorial
Army or Officers' Training Corps :—Officers appointed
to command or staff appointments at training camps of
the O.T.C. (except in the case of adjutants of the
Senior Division) ; Officers (not being officers on the
staff or adjutants of the Territorial Army or O.T.C.)
who are appointed to attend training camps of the
T.A. or O.T.C. for the purpose of giving instruction ;
Officers appointed to act as staff officers at training
camps of the T.A. when such appointments are made
for the period of the training camp only ; and Staff
officers on visits of inspection at training camps of the
T.A. or O.T.C. when accommodated in camp under
canvas and not, therefore, entitled to travelling
allowance.
This allowance will not be issuable to officers at
a R.A. practice camp where the mess has been equipped
from a grant from army funds.
MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE IN THE ARMY.

It is officially announced that as the index figure for
the cost of living, as published by the Ministry
of Labour, was 75 on 1st January last, the rates of
Marriage Allowance in the Army for the year April,
1926, to March, 1927, will be those shown under the
figure 70 in the sliding scale. Allowance Regulations,
viz. : 1\ for wife only ; 13/ for wife and one child;
17/ for wife and two children ; and up to 24/ for wife
and seven children.
ARMY RESERVE.
NO Training this Year.

An Army Order states that there will be no training
during 1926 for Sections "B" and "D" of the Army
Reserve.
EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR PROMOTION.

The following campaigns have been selected for
Examinations of Officers for Promotion in 927 :—for
Majors of the Royal Army Medical Corps : March and
October Examinations, the Great War on the Western
Front from the beginning of the Somme Battles, 1916,
to the end of the operations at Cambrai in 1917, as
covered by the Official History of the War, Medical
Services, General History, Vol. II, ; for Majors of the
Royal Army Veterinary Corps: March Examination.
The Veterinary Services in Egypt and Palestine,
191416 inclusive, as described in the Official
Veterinary History of the Great War.
ARMY CHARGERS.

Hire for General Purposes.
It is officially stated that chargers supplied for
military purposes may be used by officers for general
purposes such as hunting, polo and show jumping, on
payment of the following quarterly charges : At Home:—
Household Cavalry chargers, £3 5s. Od. ; other chargers,
£3 ; cobs, £2 2s. 6d. Abroad :—Chargers and cobs,
£2 2s. 6d.
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The 2nd Battalion.
A)
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standing events to record
this month, companies,
etc., have been having
a gay time with whist
drives and dances together
with qnite a galaxy of
sport, descriptions of both
appearing
under
each
individual heading.
Otherwise life has been
very ordinary and as
regards sport this must be
attributed largely to the
weather, the ground at one
time being too hard and of late being under
water.
The battalion rugger XV., as a result, has
only been able to play one match, an account
of which appears below.
Weather, however, does not affect cross
country running, so on Wednesday the 10th,
the run for the R.A.T.A. interplatoon shield
was held. The result was a victory for No.
11 Platoon of "C" Coy. ; No. 4 Platoon,
"A" Coy. were second and No. 12 Platoon,
"C" Coy. third. "C" Coy. also provided the
first two men home in Ptes. Trinkwon and
Warren.
After this excitement, all attention is
centred on the next round of the Army Boxing
Cup v. the Duke of Wellington's Regiment,
which takes place at Portland on Friday, 19th.
These notes have to be sent off before the 19th
and by the time they appear in print we hope
the team will be booked for Aldershot.
Captain Rice, who is representing the
regiment in the officers' lightweights, recently
brought a draft (to whom we extend a hearty
welcome) from Canterbury and is stopping at
Portland until after the boxing.
Rugby Football.
THE BUFFS

V.

ANTISUBMARINE SCHOOL.

This match was played on Thursday, February 11th
and resulted in a defeat for the Buffs by 14 points to 3.
The game took place at very short notice. In fact
we were only asked to play at one o'clock on Thursday
which made it difficult to procure a side. In addition
we had had no practice for at least three weeks owing
to the usual Portland weather and lack of suitable
grounds. The Buffs started off well, the forwards
keeping together and rushing the ball down the field.
After pressing for a few minutes we were awarded a
penalty for offside and Lt. Knocker placed a good
goal. The rest of the first
half was very evenly
contested and we crossed over after the interval with
.score 3—0 in our favour. Lack of training and
leadership now began to tell on the scrum which fell
rather to pieces at the end of the second half. Actually
nine of their points were scored in the last twelve
minutes and all tries except one were scored by the
scrum.

The Final score, 14—3 was not as bad as it sounds,
as except for the last fifteen minutes we had quite as
much of the game as they had.
The threes had few chances and what they did have
came to nothing through lack of practice and know
ledge of the game. Our scrum felt the loss of Lt.
D'Arcy Symonds very keenly and would have done
much better had they had a competent leader.
Of the outsides, Pte. Kelly was about the best, while
L/Cpl. Baker, Ptes. Robinson and Tugwell were good
in the scrum and Pte. Goldsack, who played for the
first time, was also quite promising. The team was :—
Back : 2/Lt. Bruce; Threequarter Backs : Ptes.
Kelly, Young, 2/Lt. Nicholson and L/Cpl. Riley;
Halves : Lt. Hoare, Lt. Knocker; Scrum : L/Cpl.
Baker, Ptes. Robinson, Bates, Tugwell, Warren,
Wilson, Bently and Goldsack.
SERGEANTS' MESS.
Since the last notes were written there has been no lack of enter
tainments at the Verne, either in the Sergeants' Mess or out. As affairs
and functions outside the Mess are dealt with elsewhere in this issue,
I will not say anything about them here. As far as the Sergeants'
Mess is concerned we have helped to keep the " ball of fun " rolling.
The usual weekly whist drive and dance, held on Friday evenings
continue to attract a jolly good gathering, and I am glad to say an
increase in numbers.
The Prizewinners of the Whist Drives held since Christmas are
as follows :—
15th January. Ladies' 1st Prize
Mrs. H. C. Smith.
„
,f
H
2nd
Mrs. Beasley.
„
„
Gents'. 1st
„
Mr. Dewland.
2nd „
C.Q.M.S. Taylor.
22nd
„
Ladies' 1st
Mrs. H. C. Smith.
,i
ii
ii
2nd
.
—Miss Corney.
,,
Gents'. 1st
C/S. Ricketts.
„
„
„
2nd „
Sgt. KacWalter, D.C.M., M.M.
5th February. Ladies' 1st
Mrs. Osborne.
,,
,I
II
2nd
Miss Corney.
„
„
Gents'. 1st
„
Sgt. Sidwell, M.M.
ii
ii
ii
2nd
L/Sgt. Diamond.
„
„
Ladies' Best score at halftime
Mrs. Tweed.
„
„
Gents'. Best score at halftime
Sgt. Cox.
Of course in addition to the above prizes, there were the usuai
"Boobies," but as some folk object to being "Boobies", thinking
discretion the better part of valour, and not being desirous of possess
ing a cauliflower ear, I have omitted their names (this time !)
As regards the dances which have followed the Whist they have
been proper Obejoyfuls.
There has been hardly time between dances in which to get a
" snifter." I do not know whether the M.C. thinks we all intend to
place ourselves under the gentle (?) management of Mr. Tovee, and wish
to get rid of some superfluous weight; but rightly or wrongly, he is
pretty successful anyhow. I do not believe a single dancer goes home
dry, inside or out. However, everybody enjoys these happy little
evenings, and it says much for the organizing ability of the indoor
games committee, C.S.M. Ambrose, A/S/Sgt. Tweed, Sgt. Sidwell
Sgt. Cox, and Sgt. Goldfinch.
May they continue the good work.
We had a Spoon Shoot in January, which took place on the Moat
Range. The arrangements were in the capable hands of Sgt. I. M.
Fawcett who provided some rather "ticklish" practices for us, as
follows:—'
No. 1. Five Rounds Application " Standing " at 100 yards.
No. 2. Five Rounds Application " Kneeling at 200 yards.
No. 3. Five Rounds Snapshooting " Lying " at 200 yards.
L/Sgt. Ward, "A" Company fired very well indeed and finished up
a worthy winner of the Silver Spoon with a score of 55 out of a possible

60.

Sergt. Pinchard (A. F. C.) became the proud (?) possessor of the
Wooden 'Un. His score was somewhere about "Legs Eleven." As
is the usual custom, after the Mess Meeting he was requested to carry
in his trophy with Musical Honours, and incidently do the needful,
but being a Thursday evening and the thin end of the week, he made a
formal application to the President for the use of the " Adjutant's
Horse." The latter, then being in a state of convalescence, was
brought out of his sick bay, saddled and led gently around the Mess,
the waiter preceding him with a wellloaded tray. This rather tired
the poor creature and he suffered a relapse and has been a patient ever
since. In fact I think his days are numbered, anyhow, his wouldbe
jockeys think so.
The Billiards Tournament for 1925 has just been completed. It
would take too much space to deal with it thoroughly as it deserves.
The semifinalists were :—C/S. Ricketts v. Sgt. Pinchard, A.E. Corps
and R.S.M. Dare v. C.S.M. Love. In the final R.S.M. Dare beat Sgt.
Pinchard. The winner gets a Silver Cup, the Runnerup receives a
Cue, as does also Mr. Hamer, our MasterTailor as the maker of the
highest break, which was 26. I might mention that Sgt. Pinchard
also made a break of 26, but as he gets the Runnerup prize, and aiao
having won a " Spoon, we could not see our way dear to give him
(or even let him share) the second Cue.
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Whilst on the subject of billiards it may interest some readers to
read the results of the " Isle of Portland" Billiards League matches
played since the last issue of The Dragon.
Result of match versus R.A. (T1A.), 15th and 18th January :—
Sergeants' Mess.
Royal Artillery.
Sgt. Sidwell, M.M. ...
102
...
91
L/Sgt. Ward
57
Mr. Hamer, Senr. ...
... 150
Sgt. Barrell, D.C.M.
Sgt. Pinchard, A.R.C.
... 139
C.Q.M.S. Austen
...
54
C.Q.M.S. Taylor
... 147
Total

1041

Total

Result of match versus South Portland Conservative
Sergeants' Mess.
S.P.C.C.
C.Q.M.S. Austen
...
... 150 Mr. Croad
Sgt. Pinchard
...
... 150 Mr. Anthony
Mr. Hamer, Senr. ...
... 150 Mr. Maidment
L/Sgt. Ward
64 Mr. Wilkinson
Sgt. Sidwell, M.M
106 Mr. Trevett ...
C/S. Ricketts
...
... 150 Mr. Read
Sgt. Barrell, D.C.M.
... 143 Mr. Hansford

740

Club:—
...

...

Certain of the N.C.O.'s are now undergoing a Section Leadars'
Course under the able command of Capt. G. R. Howe and R.S.M. P.
Dare. Already, though colds and sore throats are seasonable, one
feels equally sympathetic for their hoarseness. But no doubt it will
take a great deal of experience and practice for their voices to carry
as much volume as the R.S.M.
N.E.D.

Things we want to know.
How did "Knobby" manage to win the Rose Bowl? Did he
" square " the markers ?
Who was it who sat whilst the Band was playing the Regimental
March Past at the Alexandria Gardens ?
Is it true that " Porridge " is now undergoing a course of Sandow's
treatment ?

Ill
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... 139
... 150
... 150
... 140
150

Total
920
Total
913
Result of matches to date :—Won, 6 ; Lost, 2.
There is much more I would like to write about, but these are busy
days, and one must needs limit one's time to fit in with other affairs.
Before I conclude these notes I must add that we are glad to welcome
to the Mess, our friends, the Chief and Petty Officers of the Drifter
Section, R.N., now at Portland. They have recently " discovered"
us, and right jolly good fellows they are too. We hope they will remain
at Portland for many months yet, which will give us an opportunity
of making stronger still the feeling of goodwill and fellowship which has
always existed between the two Services.
The Mess is now looking quite bright and fresh, thanks to te efforts
of Sergt. Goldfinch and Sergt. Joy who spent such a lot of time with the
brushes and redwash. When I say a lot of time I mean their time ;
actually they finished the job in two afternoons which was really good
going, to say the least.

Things we want to know.
Who, at the Sergeants' Spoon Shoot " cleaned " his rifle with grass,
and why ?
Who, when an extra exposure was given for another firer, took aim,
and pressed his trigger and then looked down his barrel to find out why
" his " rifle did not fire ?
Why did the President buy mousetraps ? and wouldn't mantraps
have answered the purpose better ?
Where's the Convalescent Home for GeeGees ?
Who took a " bite " out of the Wooden Spoon ?

CORPORALS' ROOM.
So much has taken place since Christmas that actually an official
reporter is necessary. O.S. makes a very good critic and advisor,
etc., but I have to fill the capacity of correspondent as he has not yet
fully recovered from the last Corporals' Dance. He was to be pitied,
although he appeared quite hopeless—and helpless !!
Before I mention the last event, let us go back (as far as I remem
ber) to our first.
Going back to the Billiard Handicap, I am very pleased to mention
that the winner is L/c. Foster and the runnerup L/Cpl. Payne.
This covered a great deal of time owing chiefly, to the Leave period.
However, for those present it made a good change and incited some
keen interest.
The Monthly Spoon Shoot took place on January 21st and L/Cpl.
Crouch was the winner of the Silver Spoon and Farrell of the wooden
one, although we have not yet had the pleasure of filling
it.
Fortunately it happened to be under repair. Farrell chuckles ! !
I now come to the Fancy Dress Dance held on the 29th January.
Readers may see by the photograph that there were quite a number
who attended and the dresses were very pretty, too. Unfortunately
we had only a limited number of prizes ; otherwise it would at least
have been easier for the Judges to decide. This caused rather a great
deal of amusement.
Mr. Tovee made rather an amusing spectacle as a " vicar," which
is of course quite apart from his profession although he would carry
this office quite well I think—ostensibly !!
I think Capt. Corney, representing " Pussyfoot was a splendid
makeup, and would have carried well; also no doubt, folks would
have considered him quite seriously if only he had not discovered the
Bar !!
Whilst mentioning the Bar we must not forget to thank Miss Hughes
and Staff for their kind attention in supplying the refreshments, and
also the Band for their share in the performance.
We have since had a dance which was one of our usual fortnightly
shows. We are glad to say this was also a success and enjoyed by all.
In fact extra time was allowed for which we must thank Capt. Rice.
We must thank Joe Wilcox on his endeavour to supply us with a
" Cabbage Patch," but how soon it will be, remains to be seen. He
seems to be writing home a great deal about it. I also think O.S. is
being employed thereon to catch worms for the Colonel's Bird.

"A" COMPANY.
The New Year is now well on its way and with it has started an
entirely new series of social evenings for the Company, namely, the
Whist Drives and Dances which are held in the Privates' Wet Canteen.
They have proved very popular with the N.C.O.'s and men of the Com
pany, and we are all indebted to C.S.M. Love and the Committee for
their organization and the enjoyable evenings these Whist Drives and
Dances have given us.
Our thanks are due too, in no small measure, to the Officers who
by their presence and assistance have added to the enjoyment of all
ranks.
There is usually a satisfactory number of ladies present, although
hardly sufficient to "go round " ; consequently a few gents, have to
'' change their sex'' for the Whist, changing back to the masculine
before the dancing commences.
Space is rather limited for the dancing, but judging from an on
looker's point of view, this is not such a great disadvantage, since
the gentlemen seem to enjoy exhibiting their skill in steering their
partners so as to avoid any collisions.
On the first occasion there were twenty complete tables in play and
one " flirtation " table. Sixteen hands of Whist were played, and the
winners were as follows :—Ladies' First, Mrs» C. Smith; Ladies'
Second, Mrs. St. Clair. Gents' First, Pte. Blencoe, Gents' Second,
C.S.M. Tong.
In addition to the ordinary prizes there is also a " lucky number "
prize given to the lady and gentleman who have on their entry ticket,
a number corresponding to one drawn from the " hat.'
After an interval of halfanhour, during which period refresh
ments were handed round, dancing commenced : this was kept up until
midnight, and quite a number of ladies and gentlemen arrived who
were unable to attend in time for the Whist Drive.
The second one was held on the 21st, the same number of tables
being engaged as on the previous occasion. The winners were :—
Ladies' First, Mrs. Wright; Ladies' Second, Mrs. I,arney ; Booby,
Mrs. Rodwell (who received for her prize articles of rather intimate
feminine attire). Gents' First, Mr. Sturgess. Pte. Lee and Sgt. Beal
cut for the second prize which was won by Pte. Lee. Booby, Pte.
Penfold (a " fishy affair" this time, consisting of a collection of very
diminutive fish). After the interval dancing was commenced as before.
The last to date was held on the 1st of February at which we had a
slightly larger attendance, twentytwo tables and a Flirtation being
engaged. The prizewinners were :—Ladies' First, Mrs. Cruikshank ;
Ladies' Second, Mrs. Austen (who also won the lucky number) ; Booby,
Miss Edmonds. Gents' First, Pte. Mellish; Gents' Second, Pte.
Goldsack, and Booby, Pte. Barnes, who appeared to havesome difficulty
judging by his struggles, to find his prize owing to the amount of paper
around it. The lucky number was won by Pte. Miles.

Company Football.
"A" Company as usual, have been singularly unfortunate in their
footer matches, and although we won the first two matches of the New
Year (20), (31) against "B" Group "H.Q." Wing and "B" Company
respectively, we have lost rather heavily in the other matches, with
one exception.
Our next attempt was against "H.Q." "A" Group which resulted
in the score of 40 against "A" Company. The score, however, does
not give one a fair idea of the play, for, although our opponents were
undoubtedly the better team, yet we were pressing their goal almost
as much as they were ours, and could do anything but score. Parker,
our outside left, was particularly unlucky, putting in shot after shot,
which their goalie just managed to save.
On the 29th we played a " friendly " against the Champions, "D"
Company and got severely beaten to the tune of 90.
The next match was against the team which we had beaten on the
previous occasion when we played them—"H.Q." "B" Group. Our
team was weak and we lost 40. Flashes of good, and at times even
brilliant play was seen on both sides, but the state of the ground after
the heavy rain would not allow any player to do himself justice.
On the 7th we again played our old opponents, "B" Group, this
time in a thick mist; at times the goal could not be seen from the
centre. To add to this discomfort, the ground was absolutely sodden,
and by halftime all the players were badly in need of a bath. We
included three First Battalion men in the team for this match and they
made a tremendous difference to the strength of the team, despite the
fact that the ground was totally different to the kind they were accus
tomed to play on.
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[Sidney J. Herbert, Waverley Studio, St. Thomas Street, Weymouth.]
The sole object of these games was to pick out a team for
the. Harris^Shield to represent the Company, the first round of which
takes place on the 12th against "D" Company. I think very few
changes from the team which played in the last match will be needed.
May the fortunes of "A" Company change and not leave us once again
at the bottom of the sports ladder.
The R.A.T.A. interplatoon Cross Country run took place yesterday
afternoon, the 10th, and resulted in a win for No. 11 Platoon. No. 4
Platoon took second place, the first four men in being :—Cpl. Wood,
Pte. Bigg, L/c. Adams, and Pte. Hook. Hearty congratulations to
all these N.C.O.'s and men for the excellent show they gave. L/c.
Wilkins, another representative of that Platoon, made a good effort to
get over a wall, but succeeded in leaving quite a large portion of his
leg behind him, with the result that " Wilkie" arrived in limping
rather badly.
An interplatoon boxing competition is being held at an early date,
full particulars of which will be given in next month's issue of The
Dragon.
We welcome Captain Field back to the Company after his leave.
During his absence Lieut. Lister has been attached to our Company as
Company Commander and we shall be reluctant to part with him when
he returns to his old Company.

Things we want to know.

When is Cpl. Wood going to grow his moustache again, as the
Company is getting short of brooms ?
Is " Ginger " Thomas ever " pushed," and if so, why ?
Where do the C.Q.M.S.' pens and pencils vanish to ?
Clara wants to know. Does " Buffy " hide them in his signature
book ?
Does anyone in the Company Stores know anything of the present
condition of the cat ?

"B" COMPANY.
Since last writing we have moved to Red Barracks where we bliss
fully thought we were ona" scrounge," but we had a rude awakening
as we have quite as many, if not more Parades than at the Verne.
Red Barracks may be alright for Jazz Queen Companies like "D"
Company, but it does not suit more seriousminded Companies like
ours. There are no sports grounds and no billiard room in barracks.
In fact, unless one goes out in Town every night there is nothing to do.
We welcome back an old friend to the Company in C.Q.M.S. Howard,
M.M., who is at present our A/C.S.M. and we hope he will remain with
us in that capacity permanently. He has always been a prominent
figure in the Company doings.
No less do we welcome Lt. Brown, M.C. who has been transferred to
us from "A" Company. He also takes a keen and personal interest
in the men's welfare. It is mainly through his efforts and those of
C.Q.M.S. Howard and C.Q.M.S. Slender that the Company has started
running Company whist drives and dances, which have proved very
popular. The dances are held every Thursday fortnight in one of the
Barrack Rooms. The decorating is under the able direction of Cpls.

Richardson and Peett. The " Old Bean " usually clicks for sandwich
cutting. Everyone willingly lends and hand and everything goes
swimmingly. This week was a big affair with a dance only, which
was held in the R.E.'s Barracks. Quite a crowd of Officers graced
us with their presence, including our old Company Commander, Capt.
G. R. Howe and the Adjutant, Capt. Hamilton, M.C., Capt. Rice, who
was our Company Commander at Dover in 1919, also came. He is at
present on a short visit from the Depot, having escorted a draft up.
Our other Company Officers, Lt. Lister, M.C. and Lt. King were also
there and last, but by no means least, Lt. Brown, M.C., who was the
moving spirit of the whole show.
Capt. G. R. Howe has again given the Company a most excellent
gift of four very large framed pictures, one for each Platoon. All four
are taken from paintings of Military History. The four are:—(1)
" Steady The Drums and Fifes " at Albuhera ; (2) " Quatre Bras "—
afternoon of June 16th, 1815 ; (3)" The Return " at Balaclava of the
Gallant 600 ; (4) " Halt," the end of the last charge of the 10th
Hussars. All from the original pictures by Lady Butler. We render
him our most hearty thanks for this splendid gift.
Sgt. Goodwin has taken up his duties as Officers' Mess Sergeant
and L/c. Webb has gone as Wine Corporal.
Cpl. Peett, L/c. Payne, L/c. Drake and L/c. Bailey are at the Verne
on a Section Leaders' Course.
Each Platoon entered Teams of 8, for the R.A.T.A. interPlatoon
cross country running shield. No. 7 Platoon came 4th, No. 6 Platoon
5th and No. 5 Platoon 10th. Poor old No. 8 Platoon did not get a
lookin. Pte. Woodhatch came in third out of all the Battalion. We
have several other quite good runners in Walton, Taylor, '91, Brace,
Toms, Moore, Blencoe, Cpl. Peett, Cpl. Maplesden, etc., and we should
stand a chance in the Harris Shield Cross Country Run.
We play "A" Group "H.Q." Wing in the first round of the Harris
Shield Football. We are up against a fairly stiff proposition, especially
as we havelost Kneirien, our centrehalf, who has obtained his discharge
on compassionate grounds.
Pte. Hunter has also been discharged
medically unfit.
Pte. Woolley has been transferred to "H.Q." Wing as a cook.
O.S.

"C" COMPANY.
During the last period we have had a lot of indoor entertainments
and a lot of sport. In the footoall line No. 10 beat No. 11 in the Whit
taker Cup, 51 and No. 12 beat No. 9 5 goals to 2. The former game
was played in a dense fog, the fog coming on about ten minutes after
the start of the game.
The latter match was played on the 12th in splendid weather,
there being no wind to mar the game.
This match was a wellcontested one and a great deal of interest
was shown by all the company in it. On the 22nd January we held a
Company Whist Drive and Dance which was a great success. Capt.
G. F. Hamilton, M.C., presented the prizes to the winners.
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The company played a team picked from "H.Q." and "D" Company,
but lost 41. We were unfortunate in not being able to play Sergt.
Sidwell, M.M., who was sitting for his preliminary examination for his
1st Class Certi)cate that afternoon.
On the 10th of February the R.A.T.A. Shield was competed for.
This is a Battalion interplatoon event, and our No. 11 Platoon came in
first, winning the shield for 1926.
We must congratulate Sergt. C. McNeir, the platoon commander
who put in so much spade work in training his platoon. This platoon
was out running daily and deserve their win, and this proves that
training is essential in all things. The following were the team :—
Sergt. C. McNeir, L/c. Dolbear, Ptes. Warren, Stokes, Inge, Elliott,
Atkins, and Cross. No. 12 Platoon came in third which was also a
very fine performance.
We must congratulate Pte. Trinkwon who came in first throughout
the Battalion, and Pte. Warren who came in second. Others who came
in in the first twelve are :—PteS. Baker, A. G. Blissett, Stokes, Inge,
Sgt. McNeir and L/c. Salsbury. Several of the other platoons had
individuals who continnaly trained and these came in splendidly, but
were rather let down by those who did not train.
We welcome to "C" Company, Sergt. Sidwell, M.M. who is a real
live member of the company now ; we consider ourselves very fortunate
in getting so great an asset. We also welcome to the company Ptes.
Spence, Bright, Baird, Mcintosh, Marshall, Davie, Whitaker, and Fox,
and hope they will do their best in all things.

At present he is " punching up" hard for his " First" and does not
get much time for pleasure. The best of luck to him and may we soon
be able to write good news about him.

"D" COMPANY.

THE SIGNALLERS.

Sports Notes.

Owing to our being at Red Barracks we have not been able to do
much in the way of sports lately. Shortly after our arrival back at the
Verne, however, "Bright Eyes" got on the warpath and began to
make things hum, and our readers can rest assured that "Don"
Company will head the sports list again this season as Champion
Company.
On Tuesday, the 2nd February, "C" Company set out challenging
the remainder of the Battalion to a game of footer. This was an
opportunity that " Bright Eyes " had eagerly awaited, and he was not
long in snapping it up, with the result that our lads turned out at 3.15
robed in our brand new kit, ready for the fray. Owing to some of our
regular players being away we had to call upon the services of four of
"H.Q." Wing players who nobly responded from the kickoff to the final
whistle. The spectators were treated to a high class game of football,
packed full of thrilling incidents. After the game had been in progress
for halfanhour, " Farrell," our insideleft, snapping up a pass from the
right, opened the scoring in our favour, with a shot that left the goalie
hopelessly beaten. "D" Company had the lion's share of the play
during the first half of the game, and closely following the resumption
we were treated to abother thrill by Batstone ; gaining possession he
dashed forward and had the misfortune to fall ; with quick presence
of mind he turned round to hook the ball into the net, their goalie being
unplaced at the time. From the centre our backs continued to press,
and following a smart run by our forward line, Farrell strengthened
our position with an easy shot. "C" Company were by this time get
ting a somewhat disheartened team, and their play became rather
vigorous. During the scrimmage in front of the goal, the back fouled
" Bright Eyes," a strong appeal for a penalty was upheld by the Ref.
This was entrusted to Shelton, who shook the rigging with a rattling
shock. This proved the straw to "C" Company's team, and fulltime
came with our lads pressing still heavily, and the score four to nil in
our favour.
Our team was as follows :—Goal, Prior ; R. B. Knight, W. L B.
Harper, R. H. Bowman, C. H. Jewell, L. H. Norris, O. R. Day, I. R.
Batstone, C. F. Shelton, I. L Farrell, O. L Ward.

Things we want to know.

Has " Ruby " rented the first seat on the left in Church Hope Cove,
and is it right that " Mivvy " takes the next ?
Is it right that " Jimmy " is seeing a thunder cloud in Civie Street
(or does he like the Army) ?
Is the Company dog fancier training his dog in sanitary arrange
ments ?
When is Banks going on a section leaders' course ?
Who is the N.C.O. who told the Private to rotate his rifle on weapon
training ? Does " Bright Eyes " know anything about it ?
How does Franklin like the eightounce gloves ?
How does Joe like answering the Angel's Whisper ?
Where did Sgt. Beal get his sledge hammer blows from ? Ask
Stanton.
Do the Band object to the playing of the " Counter March' in the
Canteen ?
Has the Company Clerk altered his opinion of Portland Hill ?
Instructor to Pte.—" What was Lt. Latham ? "
Pte.—" A battle honour, Cpl. ? " (Laughter).
TEGGEL.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

We have not much news this month to broadcast so we apologise
to all who take interest in our notes.
Section Training has started and we are having rather a bit more
to do ; still, it does us good, especially as we are shortly gomg to
Netheravon with the " Guards."
We are all looking forward to our three weeks at Gosport, where
we go to fire our course. The "old hands" have been giving the
" young 'uns " a few tips on how to become marksmen.
Congratulations to Lt. Cass on obtaining a "D" at Netheravon.
Lt. Turner rejoins us from leave on Sunday, the 14th. We all hope
to see him looking fit and well, and shall be glad to have him back.
Sgt. Shoobridge has returned from leave so now we hope to get a
few more Whist Drives.

Cpls. Watson and Miller have deserted us for a course at Nether
avon ; let us hope they return with two "D's."
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Kelley on his recent promotion ; we now
hear he has cancelled the contract for that boat to Africa.

Sports.
We have played quite a number of games of football lately and our
team is shaping well. Aylott plays a very robust game at lefthalf,
ancj Ward has come on well at fullback. " Happy " in goal it still a
bit shy, but is coming on and by the time we play our Harris Shield
game, should be able to stop anything.
Results to date :—v. "A" Company, draw 3—3 ; v. "A" . Group,
won 21 ; v. "C" Company, lost 21 ; v. "D" Company, lost 10.
We were glad to hear that Pte. Bell, our Boxer, won his fight easily
against his Tank Corp opponent in the Tank Corp Competition. Sgt.
Beal put up a great fight in a six round contest against the Amateur
Featherweight Champion of Wales, and only lost by the narrowest
margin on points.
In the Cross Country last Wednesday for the R.A.T.A. running
shield. Our runners ran well, but we had no luck ; anyway, better
luck next time.

CRANKHANDLE.

Once more we are dropping a few lines. The Signalling Officer is
on leave and we all hope he is having a good time. Mr. King is still
progressing favourably with the Mysteries, etc., in preparation for
Catterick (No Man's Laud).
We are wondering if Chippy likes that abode being attached to the
School of Sigs. in the Frozen North. L/Cpl. Mitchell is also in there,
but will soon be sweating on the result of the halfway exam. Bump
will soon be back with us, but only for a short spell before venturing
into the unknown. He has the audacity to call himself " the wood
destroyer" since his Carpentry Course. I hear that Frisky's fingers
are getting sore, but he says it is worth it.
The Signallers' Cross
country running team did very well, they came in seventh out of twenty
teams. The Semitrained and Young Class are making good progress
and I can see the Flags glittering on their tunics yet, (some are and some
ain't). The Trained Signallers are doing their best once more to get
the stick on Guard mounting. All the Signallers have finished weapon
training and are all likely to be "dead eyes " when they fire at Chickerell.

Things we want to know.

FLAGS.

Is there any other use for putty other than for repairing boots ?
(Ask Bump).
Who was the m a n who took a pace out of the ranks to clean his
bayonet with emery ?
Does L/Cpl. Button know he owes the SignallingSergeant a cigar ?
Is rifle oil a good substitute for paraffin ? (Ask Tug.)

THE BAND.

I am writing these notes under somewhat trying circumstances.
On my right I have an enthusiastic person trying to charm me on the
cornet, accompanied at intervals by ringing cheers from the two alarm
clocks on my left. Now the fire is smoking. So what with one thing
and another, I shall probably be finished by " Lights Out." At last !
The cornet is muted ; so here goes.
We have nothing extra to report. The Band Football Team have
been making a name for themselves, and promise to go a long way.
The Dance Band still continues to be in great demand. I certainly
think that the private soldier in the 2nd Battalion has quite a gay time ;
and it is quite obvious that all the efforts to entertain them are fully
appreciated. The "man at the wheel" is, of course, our R.S.M.,
and I think we can safely say that the portion of his " crew" made
up from the Band always back him up. We should like to take this
opportunity of thanking those members who always give a hand at the
Wednesday dances:—L/Cpls. Cary and Richards, Bdsm. Day, Brook
man Hughes (who, bv the way, leaves us tomorrow), J. Baker, Pte.
Brambleby, and our violinist, Bds. Catt. They never let us down.
We have started a series of Sunday concerts at Weymouth. Our
first performance was given last Sunday and it proved a success. We
hope that the remainder will go down just as well.
That, I think, is about all I have to write. Rather short, I am
afraid, but better than nothing. We hope to have more to report next
month.
_
_

THE DRUMS.

FATHER CROTCHETS.

Now that the Drummers are back off leave they are kept busy at
present at weapon training and are found most surprisingly intelligent
on the Lewis Gun.
_
We all are very pleased to meet Sgt.Drm. Norwood and L/c. Allen
from the 1st Battalion Drums : Allen is at present enjoying a month s
leave at Hythe.
.
Boys Banks and Hills are busy being trained with a rifle and equip
ment on the square, shortly becoming on man's service and are eagerly
wanting a Permanent Pass to'go and see the " Pictures."

We are sorry to have to lose L/c. Thomas who has gone to duty for
promotion and wish him the very best of luck ; also Drms. Underdown
has been transferred to the Army Reserve and luckily started work as
a Crane Driver in " Portland " Quarries.
Congratulations to L/c. Bowman on winning his fight against Pte.
Dunkley, R.T.C. It would be nice to have his photo with prizes in
The Dragon if he can be squared for next month's.
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Bell Harry."

Depot Football Team, 1925—1926.
Uf^HIS month has well
lived
up to its
reputation as " February
Filldyke " and we have
almost forgotten what it is
to have a fine day. This
sort of weather has, as
usual at this time of the
year, brought in its train
an epidemic of coughs,
colds and influenza which
is fortunately wearing it
self out by degrees.
The
long
awaited
game against St. Luke's,
Ramsgate, took place on
Saturday, 6th February,
the Depot . team proving
the winners by five goals
to two, Private Mullinger
being responsible for four of onr goals. It was lucky
this match took place before the August and September
Squads went to join the 2nd Battalion as with their
departure we have lost several of our best players,
including L/Cpl. Spence and Pte. Bowyer. These we
hope to hear of before long, playing in the Battalion
team. The next game in the Charity Cup against the
Waverley will have been played by the time these lines
appear in print.
The Physical Training Competition for the August
and September Squads took place on January 25th, a
high standard of training being shewn. The winners

JL

of the medals were Ptes. F. Whitehead and R. Marsden.
Our evenings during the week are now very well filled
up, for in addition to a weekly Whist Drive for recruits
and one for trained men as well, a series of lectures by
officers is being given every Thursday evening.
Subjects dealt with so far have been the Army and
Empire, the Army in India, the battles of Blenheim,
Ramillies, Oudenarde, Malplaquet and Dettingen. It
is proposed to continue the series right through the
battle honours gained by the Regiment and also, as
a variation, to have lectures on such subjects as
Military Customs, Rifle Shooting and Athletics.
On February 2nd an interesting Miniature Range
Contest took place, ten teams being entered, i.e., one
team each of Officers, Sergeants, Corporals and Lance
Corporals, two teams of good shots from the Cadre
Platoon and two teams of fair shots from the Cadre
Platoon and two teams of trained men. Three
practices were fired, grouping, application and snap
shooting, the highest possible score being 250. The
Corporals won this shoot with a score of 236, the
Officers tying for second place with the Cadre Platoon,
"A" Team, with a score of 227, the latter team having
received a handicap of 50 ; the Sergeants came a close
third with 226.
The newly formed Canterbury Athletic Club held
a road run of five miles on 11th February. Thirtyfive
of the fortyeight starters were recuits from the
Depot ; they were up against some very good" runners
though, and our first three men home, Ptes. Gainey,
Abbott and Anderson did exceedingly well to come in
eighth, ninth and tenth respectively.
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Captain Rice was one of the reserves for the Army
Team which boxed against Oxford University on 4th
February, but unfortunately did not have a chance of
going into the ring. He is at present down at Portland
getting into trim for the Army Team Championships
in which the 2nd Battalion are meeting the Duke of
Wellington's Regiment.
The Commanding Officer and Adjutant were most
kindly invited over to the Duke of York's School on
February 2nd and were shown all round this wonderful
institution by the Commandant. To one who had
little or no idea of the work of this school a visit of this
nature was a revelation. There are no less than twelve
sons of Buffs at the School, all of whom were seen by
the Commanding Officer : it is hoped that they will
all, before long, find their way into the Regiment ;
it is hard to think of better material than sons of Buffs
educated and trained at this School.
On February 9th MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell came down to the Depot. There were here on this
day also, Admiral Dewar and Colonel Parry with their
sons, who have just been gazetted to the Regiment
and 2/Lieut. H. N. W. Foster, who will, with 2/Lieut.
Dewar, shortly be joining the 1st Battalion. It was
a great pleasure for us to be able to give these officers
their first welcome to the Regiment.
Captain and Mrs. Morgan paid a brief visit to the
Depot at the end of J anuary ; may their next stay
be a longer one. Captain G. F. Hamilton spent a few
days of his leave from the 2nd Battalion here and we
hope to see him again before long. Amongst other
recent visitors have been Colonel and Mrs. Beevor,
Major Tomlinson, Captain Morley and Lieut. Turner.
Major E. W. Vaughan, D.S.O., M.C., who was Medical
Officer of the 2nd Battalion at Singapore before the
War and who is now officiating D.A.D.H. of the Home
Counties Area, was in Canterbury for a few hours on
February 12th and had lunch at the Depot.
We should like to take this opportunity of thanking
General McDouall for kindly presenting the Officers'
Mess with a set of beautifully painted representations
of old colours of the Regiment. This latest very real
acquisition to the Mess will be much valued.
The Reverend P. W. Guinness, who, since his
marriage has come to live in the house which was
occupied by Captain Stronge, has had the misfortune
to fall a victim to an attack of rheumatic fever. It is
feared that it will be some time before he is able to be
about again, though his condition at the time of writing
is reported to be satisfactory.
SERGEANTS' MESS.
The November and December, 1925, Spoon Shoot was completed
on 13th January, Sergt. Larkin winning the Silver Spoon, whilst L/Sgt.
Hassam was Runnerup. The Wooden Spoon went to L/Sgt. Bromley.
A team representing the Mess fired on the Solane Range on 2nd
February in a competition between teams of Officers, W.O.'s and
Sergeants, Corporals, Trained Men and Recruits. The Corporals' Team
proved the winners.
At the Whist Drive, held on 26th January the following were the
prize winners :—
Score.
Ladies' 1st
Mrs. Porter
183
„
2nd
Miss Martin
183
Moving Prize
Mrs. Ings
Ladies' Lucky Draw (Guests)
Mrs. Moore.
Ladies' Lucky Draw (Buffs' Depot)
Mrs. Ings.
Gents'. 1st
Sgt.Cook Rowe
185
2nd
Cr.Sgt. (O.R.S.) Edwards
182
Moving Prize
Mr. Cadbury.
Gents'. Lucky Draw (Guests)
Mr. Crouch.
Gents'. Lucky Draw (Buffs' Depot)
Cr.Sgt. (O.R.S.) Edwards.
The Spoon Shoot for January and February took place on 3rd
February with the following result:—
Silver Spoon
Sgt. Larkin.
Runnerup
Sgt.Cook Rowe.
Wooden Spoon for January
C.Q.M.S. Manning.
Wooden Spoon for February
R.Q.M.S. Ings.
Sergt. Larkin is to be congratulated on winning two Spoon Shoots
in succession.
The following is the result of the Whist Drive (22 tables) which
took place on 9th February :—

Score.
Ladies' 1st
Mrs. Plumpton
179
„
2nd
Mrs. Hares
178
Ladies' Lucky Draw (Guests)
Miss Hambly.
Ladies' Lucky Draw (Buffs' Depot)
Mrs. Ongley.
Gents'. 1st
Sgt. Coaster
190
„
2nd
Mr. Cottington
177
Gents'. Lucky Draw (Guests)
Sgt. Cookson, Cavalry Depot.
Gents'. Lucky Draw (Buffs' Depot)
Mr. Dixon.
C.S.M. Couchman (4th Battalion P.S.) and Sgt. Coaster are the two
competitors to reach the final round for the George Porter Billiard
Handicap Cup for 1925, and are to be heartily congratulated upon
their efforts. The final game is to take place on 16th February.
Mr. Ainge and Mr. Catt recently paid us a visit. Both looked
fit and well.
Mr. (Amy) Ainge was one time C.S. Instructor of Musketry in the
1st Battalion and afterwards, during the late war, held commissioned
rank. Mr. Catt was a Sergeant of the 1st Battalion and Depot
Staff, also of the 7th Battalion.
Both spoke of the good appearance of the recruit of today, com
paring him most favourably with the prewar recruit. That is some
thing to be pleased about.
Our Mess is in the hands of the Royal Engineers who are tearing it
asunder to make it more cosy than it is now.
Our Whist Drives are going well and we always prepare for over 20
tables.
Sgt. Stuart has paid us a visit, having arrived home from West
Africa for " some" leave. He looks remarkably fit and content.
The past month has been very quiet, many having been on leave.
The results of the George Porter Billiard Competition will be an
nounced in next month's Dragon.
All the " Old Brigade " have been knocked out of the final, but Mr.
Sherran made a bold bid to reach it.
Sid Sutton was out of form this year and retired quite early in the
game.

CORPORALS' MESS.

Nothing of an exciting nature has taken place during this month
unless mention is made of Mac.'s great goal against the January Squad.
Luck was with us and we managed to break our spell of bad luck,
but all the credit of this match goes to our great outsideright, who
laid the foundation of a great victory.
Rumour has it that our Captain took advantage of a young Squad,
but whether that is the case or not, it was well worth forfeiting a week
end pass to see the beams of delight on their faces.
Just at present the Mess is in the hands of the painters who are
trying to make the place look brighter.
Our dear President was very concerned as to what was going to
happen to the furniture and other precious belongings, but they have
all found shelter in the CourtMartial Room which we are using for a
few weeks.
One important article that was missing was the Cook Club fine
book, and one or two members were in great fear of paying someone
else's fines, but our dear beloved Polly has it in safe custody along with
the Cricket Balls. He is rather afraid someone might run away with it
for notepaper or a score sheet for Darts. By the way, mention must
be made of that form of amusement.
After many weeks of seclusion our Dart Team once more blossomed
forth and played the " Nag's Head " team, the result beihg that we lost
by three games to two. Only seven members turned up, the match
being away, and as a return is expected shortly we hope to see the
result in our favour, when perhaps a few more members will be avail
able.
Stubber completed a double event last month by winning both the
Silver Spoon and the Dart Cup.
Waff was his opponent in the final of the Darts, and Stubber did
not have things all his own way, although we must admit he is the
best player we have. (What say, Alf ?)
His score for the Spoon was 57, quite a good performance,
especially after Doug, had knocked up 54, and had won it in his mind
and swore his score could not be beaten. (Cheer up, Doug., there is
eleven more months in this year). Little Billy had the honour of
placing his name on the Wooden one, and he admits he has done ex
ceedingly well not to have had it before.
We must also congratulate him on being promoted, also Sirrett
and Rhodes who have been made Recruit LanceCorporals. Here
we have more assistance for our football team, both having played for
the Depot and so words of advice will not be needed from the right
wing.

Dart Match.

EDMAR.

CORPORALS V. NAG'S HEAD.

This was played on Saturday, the 6th, at the Nag's Head.
Unfortunately, only seven of the Corporals turned up, so to make
up five pairs, three volunteers were forthcoming from our opponents.
They were well chosen for all were connected with the Buffs, so that
we still had talent on our side. The pairs were :—Sam and Watts ;
Mac. and Nancy, Polly and Jackie, Dray and Mr. Relf, and Sandy and
Mr. Bromley, the last two pairs being the only ones to win. The scores
were very close all the way through, and everyone is looking forward
to a return match and a different result.
The evening ended up with a jolly singsong in the parlour, plenty
of singers coming forward to make it a good show.
SONGS.

1. MR. COUCHMAN..." Dam lazy fellows that follow the plough"
2. MR. BROMLEY
"What a funny place to have one"
3. MR. NOBBY CLARK (Host)
" When Nobby's ale was new "
4. MR. ELDRIDGE
"She didn't like to say"
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5.

6.
7.
8.

MR. BROMLEY
GENERAL CHORUS
MR. ELDRIDGE
MR. NOBBY CLARK

9.
10.

MR. SANDY [Piano)
GENERAL CHORUS

11.

POLLY

.."You'd better pull down the blind"
" Hey, Hey, Farmer Gray "
" The Woman's work is never done "
"Sausages in the pan" and
" Paris ! That's the place for me "
" Old Comrades' March"
"Somewhere in Sahara"
"What'll I do"

Police Post N.C.O.—" Well ! You've been in the Guard Room all
day. Have you read your Orders ? "
Recruit.—" No Corporal."
P.P. Comdr.—" Why ? Did you know them ?
Recruit.—" Yes, Corporal. I do the same as the other Policeman,
Just walk up and down.
To show how education is necessary, an Irishman was explaining
the case of a Sergeant who had not got a 3rd.
He was on duty, and was trying his utmost to get the lights out,
but apparently this room were out for a lark and were switching them
off and on.
" Who is messing about with those lights ? "
The only sound he heard was from under the clothes of Pte. Dusty's
bed.
" Look 'ere, my lad, stop it; if I could spell insubordination, I'd
put you in the Guard Room."

Football.

CORPORALS V. JANUARY SQUAD.

Saturday, January 30th saw the Corporals' team at their best, and
although deficient of their " Star" (?) players, they managed to tune
the January Squad 62.
The game opened amidst cheers from the numerous spectators
(he had been squared by the Corporals), but had to be stopped in less
than five minutes owing to the crossbar being dislodged by the re
doubtable Sam, who however, failed to score.
The first goal came from Clinker on the left wing, a beautiful shot,
that the goalie did not know much about; a few minutes later Mac.
(who thanks to the attention of several Harley Street specialists is now
quite fit) saw the ball lying spare near his opponents' goal, and scored
with a terrific left foot drive. He was not long in the limelight, for
Eddy eclipsed him with a shot from the halfway line that carried the
goalkeeper through the back of the net.
At this point Sam took an interest in the game and put on two
goals in as many minutes ; it was round about this time that we found
Doey missing ; he had gone to perform the duties of Chief Macko ; and
it was solely due to this that the other side scored.
We would like to add that as a result of this match Stubber has
commenced a Musketry Course, and is now learning to declare his
point of aim.
EYEWTTNESS.

Is a toothbrush bath good for a bald head and is it necessary to
put on a collar and tie to have a wash ?
Is £1 a week sufficient to live on, or do you have to beg
Wednesdays and Thursdays ?
Is an Alarm Clock new equipment for a Provost Corporal ?

PRIVATES' NOTES.

Our Fortnightly Whist Drives commenced on January 18th and
are becoming more and more popular.
At the first Drive there were 14 Tables in play, at the second 24,
and at the third 19.
The arrangements on each occasion have been excellent and every
thing went off without a hitch. Novel prizes have been introduced
in place of the usual " Booby" prize. For instance, at the second
Drive prizes were given to those who had sat longest at any one table,
and at the third drive to those who held the highest halftime score.
Mrs. Potter very kindly presented the prizes to the following lucky
recipients :—
1st Drive : Pte. Eley, 1st; Pte. Steele, 2nd.
2nd Drive : Pte. Eley, 2nd.
Lucky Draw : Pte. Chapman.
3rd Drive : Pte. Goodman, 1st; Pte. Styles, 2nd.
Lucky Draw : Pte. Turner.
Our guests carried off the remainder of the prizes. We are looking
forward to more of these very enjoyable evenings.
The Recruits' Whist Drives which are held weekly, have been voted
a great success.
The Gargling Season is in full swing and noises, faintly resembling
the " Soldiers' Chorus," may be heard twice daily outside the Cook
house.
There were a good many entrants for the Five Mile Road Race
organised by the Canterbury Athletic Club, and they are to be con
gratulated on the good show they put up. The first three " Buffs"
home were Pte. C. Gainey, Pte. Abbott, and Pte. Anderson.
We are having a spell of fine weather at last, which we hope will
continue.

Things we want to know.

The 4th Battalion.

DACTYLO.

Which is preferable ? To run five miles judging your time—or to
carry " tubs of coal" by numbers over a distance of not less than five
miles?
. . . . . .
The name of the recruit who after a lecture on Discipline, m which
he was told to carry out orders even if it meant instant death, asked
whether he should complain afterwards ?
Whether Gargle is not related to Gargoyle judging by some ex
pressions ?

TERRITORIAL DRILLS ARE IN

steady
progress
and
efforts are especially being made
in Musketry, with a view to
completing as much as possible of
the annual course before camp.
Numbers are steadily increasing,
in spite of a fair number of dis
charges, but in some places efforts
are still required to enlist a few
more men to bring us up to
strength this year.
One or two changes in officers
are foreshadowed, and two most
successful smoking concerts have
been held.
In "A" Coy. 2nd/Lieut.
(Gr&n&d ie.r~17<5y Parrett
is likely to be replaced
by Lieut. Warner who has applied
to come to us from the T.F. reserve of the Wiltshire
Regiment.
Local dances have been held at Sandwich and
Margate, while Capt. Witt's tireless energy is keeping
alive the Territorial spirit at Ramsgate. Margate, by
way of a variation from their ordinary Drills, have been
out thrice on small night operations ; these were
conducted with encouraging skill and keenness. Sgt.
Buxton, the new instructor is settling down well to his
new duties in Ramsgate.
"B" Coy. have been recruiting hard. Their most
encouraging effort was at Littlebourne, foreshadowed
in last month's issue. This meeting was an unqualified
success and twenty men were enlisted that one night.
Numbers have since increased to twentyseven. Our
thanks are primarily due to Mr. E. Baker and the
British Legion, who were so instrumental in obtaining
these happy results. Several men with previous service
have rejoined, including exSgt. Davidson of the 1st
Battalion and exSgt. Dickenson and exCpl. Masters
of the 4th Battalion. Clothing for these new recruits
has already arrived and we hope they will soon settle
down happily amongst us. This meeting was followed
on February 18th, by a hardly less successful one at
Canterbury. The Drums came up from Dover and
played in the Market Place, amidst much admiration
from Regulars, who stated they were as good or better
than any Regular Corps Drums. Afterwards, in the
Drill Hall, was held a meeting which primarily
consisted of a prizegiving and smoking concert. Men
from many detachments attended, together with their
lady friends. We were particularly glad to see on this
occasion several Canterbury tradespeople whose
support in every way is so encouraging and means so
much to the movement.
Prizes, to the value of some £50, in the form of
challenge cups, cash or kind, were presented by the
Mayor. All these prizes had been subscribed for
locally and were awarded for musketry, drill
attendances and various competitions. Many excellent
speeches were heard, notably one by Major J. V. R.
Jackson. He stressed the fact that he considers the
Buffs one Regiment and invited all Territorials to bear
this in mind ; he urged employers of labour to
encourage their men to join and give them facilities for
attending at Camp ; and he hinted that the " Canter
bury Belles " should be proud to have their boys in
uniform, and could, if they would, be our most active
recruiters.

IHS)

Things heard on Parade.

Things we want to know.
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Colonel Burns replied and enlarged in greater detail
on what Service in the Territorials actually means.
Lieut. Poile then called on the Mayor to make the
presentations, which were followed by the Mayor's
own helpful words. Later in the evening, Captain
Dean thanked all concerned for their services, assuring
them they had been so much appreciated that they
would be asked to repeat them next year. He again
emphasized our need for recruits, and called upon any
men in the room to come forward, then and there, and
join. Amidst much cheering, six young fellows
stepped forward and were duly enrolled. We hope
their example will be followed by many others.
New detachments in "C" Company are progressing
favourably. Great keenness especially, is shewn at
Hawkhurst. At Tenterden, also a new station, Capt.
Lloyd Hardcastle, who served through the war with
the 5th Battalion, has applied to rejoin. Most heartily
we shall receive him back amongst us ; and at the
same time hope to see our numbers increase in his area.
In "D" Company the month is noted for the success
of the Folkestone annual Ball. Large numbers were
present and under Captain Coote's popular direction
the evening must be voted an unqualified .success.
We are glad to announce that two members of the
Dover Battalion reached the finals of the Divisional
Boxing which took place at Chelsea on the 20th inst.
We are looking forward before next month's notes
appear to much activity at Easter time. One
Company is going under canvas ; two are to spend
the weekend on their local ranges and a fourth will
carry out tactical exercises from their drill stations.
But of this, more next month.
The place for annual camp still sways in the
balance. General LyndenBell, not satisfied with the
abrupt cancellation of orders regarding the Isle of
Wight, is doing all he can to have these rescinded.
Decision therefore rests between Sandown, Arundel
and Seaford, though the date, May 30th—June 13th,
remains unaltered.
"A" COMPANY (THANET).

Recruiting.
The number of enlistments in the 4th Battalion The Buffs during
the past two years was as under :—

Year.

"A" Coy.
Thanet
&
Heme Bay.

"B" Coy.
Sittingbourne
Whitstable
&
Canterbury.

"C" Coy.
Weald
of
Kent.

"D" Coy.
Dover
&
Folkestone.

1924

48

28

13

40

1925

56

35

30

36

Mr. A. C. Adutt, J.P., when Mayor of Margpte in 1913 presented a
Recruiting Shield for Annual InterCompany Competition. Captain
C. S. F. Witts, O/C "A" Company has established his claim to this very
handsome trophy for 1924 and 1925.

Trophy for Sandwich.
Capt. W. C. Collins of Sandwich has very kindly offered to give a
handsome silver and oak shield for Annual Competition and award
to the best allround N.C.O. or man in his Town's Platoon. All ranks
are grateful to him for his practical patriotism and promise that the
Collins Shield shall be keenly competed for.

Broadstairs Volunteer Challenge Cup.
Major H. T. Gullick who was O/C. of The 4th Volunteer Battalion
of " The Buffs " has kindly presented the "C" Company Challenge
Cup to Capt. C. S. F. Witts, O/C. "A" Company, 4th Buffs, for annual
Competition and award to the N.C.O. or man of the Thanet Detach
ment who makes the highest score at Annual Range Course . "C"
Company of the Volunteer Battalion was formerly commenced by the
late Mr. Reed of Broadstairs.

Ramsgate Platoon.
Out goes the Weasel !
A Farewell Smoking Concert was held at the Ramsgate Drill Hall
on Tuesday last on the eve of departure of Sergeant A. Bennett, who
has been instructor to the "A" Thanet Company of The Buffs for the
past five years, during which period he has been most popular with all
ranks, being known off parade as "Weasel."
Margate Platoon, under Sergt.Major P. Johnson and Sandwich
Platoon, under Q.M.Sergt. A. Twyman, arrived by motor bus to join
the Ramsgate platoon and all enjoyed an excellent Concert which had
been arranged by a Committee composed of C.Q.M.S. W. A. S. Marsh,
Sergt. A. Eastwood, LanceSergt. F. Dixon, Corporal F. Hammon,
Corporal W. G. Reynolds, Drummer S. Prett and that splendid old
Buff, ExR.Q.M.S. C. J. Mullett who has never failed to help the
Ramsgate Detachment with which he served for so many years. The
Artistes included : Miss M. Gladwell, The Royal Hotel Ladies' Or
chestra (by kind permission of Councillor T. B. Tisdell, who as old hands
will remember, organised a Concert for the l/4th Buffs the night before
their departure for Foreign Service in 1914), Mr. Snelling, Mr. Glover
and Sergt. Woodland, all three of Margate, and many others. During
the interval Capt. Witts, the only officer present, said he had been asked
by the Ramsgate and Sandwich Buffs to present "Weasel" with
an armchair which bore an inscription to that effect. He stated
that according to the Dictionary a Weasel was a small carnivorous
animal and he was at a loss to know why Sergt.Instructor Bennett
who had proved during his five years with the Company to be all that
a Territorial Instructor should be, namely strict on Parade and the
friend of all off Parade. He then asked Mrs.Witts to make the presenta
tion which she did amid loud cheers and applause. Sergt. Bennett
was then thrown into the chair by his brother N.C.O.'s and raised
shoulder high while the audience of some 150 sang " For he's a jolly
good Fellow." During the evening coffee and refreshments were
served by Mrs. Witts, Miss E. Fox, Mrs. Hammon and Mrs. Reynolds,
and old " Camel" Reynolds and Private Lambert were working over
time at the Bar.
Dancing was then indulged in till the small hours of the morning
and the going of " Weasel " will be remembered for some time to come.

Herne Bay Platoon.
Sergt. F. Hay ward, who has resigned caretakership of the Drill
Hall at his own request, is being succeeded by LanceSergt. S. Mar
shall, and Capt. C. S. F. Witts expects this active N.C.O.; ably sup
ported by LanceCorporal H. Boswell, LanceCorporal C. G. Marshall
and LanceCorporal W. Thundow, to get Herne Bay up to 30 strong.
Lieut. Iggulden is shortly arranging a Smoking Concert when the
Prizes, kindly presented by the Herne Bay Tradesmen, now being
competed for on the Miniature Range, will be presented.

Margate Detachment.
We were sorry to hear that 2ndLieut. W. J. Parrett had resigned
Poor old Margate Platoon, they are very unfortunate as regards officers,
Rumour goes that we are to have a Mr. Warner. We only hope that he
will put his shoulder to the wheel and give the platoon all the support
and encouragement they deserve, and from now on until Camp, we
hope to hear only one word in Margate—" Buffs."
R.Q.M.S. Arnold has returned from his attachment to the 2nd
Battalion, and it must be said he has learned quite a lot, both in the
Sergeants' Mess and outside.
We are looking forward to an Easter Camp, but nothing has been
settled yet.
MONDAY, JANUARY 11TH.

The Adjutant, Capt. B. HammondDavis, M.C., took the com
petition parade for the best turned out man for Capt. Witts' prize of
10/6. After a thorough inspection the following was the result:—
Pte. Ealham, 9£ points ; Pte. R. H. Fox, 9 ; Pte. Hughes, 9 ; and
Pte. R. J. Fox, 9.
Who was the man who thought he would have a nice square pack .
by filling it with one tunic, one roll of 4 by 2, eight rifle slings and an
haversack ?
After the competition the detachment indulged in a Whist Drive
for another 10/6, kindly presented by 2ndLt. W. J. Parrett, won by
our latest recruit, Pte. W. E. Twyman.
Another enjoyable dance was held at the Drill Hall, on Wednesday,
January 27th, when about 80 people danced to the popular music
supplied by the R.A.F. dance band.
FOOTBALL.

The detachment met with a severe reverse on Thursday, January
28th, when St. John's Old Boys routed them by 102. Sgt. Wood
land and Pte. Lethcoe scored for The Buffs.
 Who was the man who told Sgt. Woodland to " Shove in " a dozen
quick 'uns about two minutes from time ?
The detachment met the local police in interClub games and shoot
ing match on Thursday, January 28th, at the Drill Hall, but they were
badly let down by the nonappearance of one of their best shots. No
names, no packdrill. The following were the results :—
Shooting :—Buffs, 149. Police, 159 ; Billiards :—Buffs, 3 ; Police, 3.
Darts :—Buffs, 4 ; Police, 3. Draughts :—Buffs, 1 ; Police, 2 ; Shove
Ha'penny :—Buffs, 3 ; Police, 0.
The following represented the Buffs :—C.S.M. Johnson, Sgt. Wood
land, L/Cpls. Bass and Maxted, Ptes. Turney and E. Parrell.
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Sittingbourne Detachment.
We must apologise for the absence of our notes for February.
We commenced an N.C.O.'s course of Weapon Training last October
and continued it until the end of January. Great credit must be given
to all those N.C.O.'s who were able to attend and thanks given to
them for the interest they took in it. We are now very busy training
our trained men and recruits in Weapon training and we are sure of
good results. After we have fired our annual musketry course, our
hard work we are doing inside our Drill Hall will be repaid.
We are looking forward for the long evenings to come, so that we
shall be able to do some outdoor schemes, such as :—Judging Distance,
outpost, advance and rear guards, and a few Tactical schemes. This,
I feel sure, all ranks will appreciate, not only for the improvement of
the efficiency of the Company, but we hope it will be the means of
increasing our strength at Sittingbourne.
Our Company Commander has given his consent for us to hold a
monthly Spoon Shoot which will be fired off on the last Thursday
evening of each month. The winner will be given a silver spoon and
the loser will have his name inscribed on a large wooden spoon which
will be hung up in the Drill Hall. Twenty N.C.O.'s and men turned
up to compete for the spoon in January. Sgt. R. J. Clancy was the
winner, with a score of 30, only five short of a possible ; Pte. R. F.
Hampshire being the winner of the Wooden Spoon. Some of our dead
eyes are having hard lines. The silver spoons are being presented
twice yearly, at our annual camp and at our annual prize distribution.
The competition is being run on the same lines as those that are held
in the Sergeants' Mess of the regular army.
A shooting match took place on our miniature range last month
between a team of our local Police Force and our Detachment with the
following result:—
Police Force:—P.Sgt. Hollands, 48; P.C. Tester, 48; P.C.
Smith, 52 ; P.C. Sanderson, 56 ; P.C. Farham, 51 ; P.C. Bassett, 24 ;
P.C. Nash, 46; t o t a l 3 2 5 .
Sittingbourne Team :—Lieut. F. G. Chambers, 39 ; C.S.M. Wood,
59 ; Sgt. Clancy, 48 ; A/Sgt. Wood, 35 ; LanceCpl. Corten, 53 ; Pte.
Knight, 34 ; Pte. Connell, 36 ; total: 304. The Police Force team
won by 21 points.
We must congratulate C.S.M. Wood on obtaining the highest
score in both teams. We are looking forward to arranging a shoot
on the open range, on our return from camp, when we hope to get our
own back and show how we can shoot. A very pleasant evening was
spent and showed what a good spirit exists between our two Forces.
We are all very pleased to see what a good show and progress our
Football team is making in the Faversham Football League, they
having only lost one match. They are due to meet the Murston
Reserves, and should they win, it brings our team to the top of the
Faversham League. We congratulate every player ; also all those
who have taken part in helping our team to success.
A successful nonstop Dance was held at the Drill Hall on the 29th
of January. It would appear that nobody was tired at midnight,
for an hour's extension was granted. Tables were arranged and re
freshments served on the stage which looked very nicely decorated.
Everybody is looking forward to our new Club Room which is
.expected to be ready by the end of February. We feel sure it will be
a great success. We thank our Company Commander and all those
who are working for our welfare and interest. It is proposed to open
the Club Room each evening and we shall be very pleased to see any
real old Buff ; that is the spirit we want. No stone will be left un
turned for the interest and comfort of all our jolly, happy detachment.

"D" COMPANY.
The Company had a most successful dinner on Saturday Evening,
January 16th, when some 130 members, including the Folkestone
Detachment, attended. Capt. H. Lionel Smith (O.C., "D" Company)
was Chairman, being supported by Capt. D. V. Coote, Dr. Elliott,
Lieut. J. Sherwood and others. A splendid dinner was served by Mr.
A. O. Tyrrell.
During the repast appropriate music was played by Mr. Goldup.
The Toast of the King was loyally received. C.S.M. Barron gave
the toast of "Our Officers," coupling with it the name of Capt.
Lionel Smith. The proposer thanked the officers for the very real
interest they always took in the welfare of the Company, not only from
the Military, but also from the Social side. The officers were good
leaders with the result that the Company were good followers.
The toast was received with great enthusiasm and musical Honours.
Capt. Smith thanked all for their great kindness. He was very
pleased that Capt. Coote and the Folkestone detachment were able to
be with them.
He said the Company was in a very high state of efficiency, due to
the fact that every individual member took a great interest in every
thing. As a proof of that efficiency they had won the Harris Shield
and had great hopes of retaining it this year.
He thanked C.S.M. Couchman (Staff Instructor) for all his valuable
assistance.
The Battalion were going to the Isle of Wight for training this year
and he hoped that they would recruit up to full strength. In con
clusion, the O.C. asked all to drink to the " Health of Capt. Coote and
the Folkestone detachment" which was done with great warmth.
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Capt. Coote replying, said it was good to be with tha Company
again. Meetings such as these, were the means of cementing the good
feeling that commenced at Camp.
He hoped that the Company would always remain strong and
efficient.
The Harris Shield that had been with the Company Headquarters
was then handed over to the Folkestone detachment for the next six
months when it will again be competed for.
Owing to the heavy fall of snow and the suspension of the Bus
service between Folkestone and Dover, the Folkestone Detachment
had to leave soon after 10 p.m. to catch the train. Before they left
" Auld Lang Syne " was sung.
PRESENTATIONS.

During the evening Capt. Smith made two presentations. The
first was to C.S.M. Barron, of a framed photograph of the W.O.'s and
Sergeants of the Company, taken at Arundel Camp, 1925. This was
a gift from the Sergeants of the Company as a token of respect and
appreciation for all he had done and that he was able to be with them
at camp again after his severe illness.
The second was a clock to C.Q.M.S. Wisdom, the ever popular Hon.
Secretary of the Company Club who is for ever looking after the good
of the Company.
Both recipitants suitably responded. A very enjoyable concert
was given and among those who contributed were Bdms. Philpott,
Messrs. Hogben, Stafford and Lelliott, L/Cpl. Cock, C.Q.M.S. Wisdom
and C.S.M. Barron. They were ably accompanied by Mr. Goldup.
The proceedings terminated just before midnight.

Blinder and Dusty.
(THE ANNUAL DINNER).

L

OOK 'ere Dusty," spoke Blinder, as he scanned
the columns of a daily newspaper ; " Why,
the old regiment is going to 'ave a Jim Skinner and
they wants all us blokes to come an' rattle the knives
a bit. Of course, we'll 'ave to go Dusty, even if we
as to beg the four and a kick from some good 'earted
toff."
" I agrees, Blinder, but it aint much good a rattling
knives unless yer can rattle some chips as well.
Any'ow, it'll be like old times again to be wiv some of
the boys, and from what I knows of 'em—they
won't see me an' you wiv awt a drink."
Shortly afterwards, our two pals were strolling
along Pall Mall, when they observed an elderly
gentleman limping very badly, and assisted along with
the aid of a stick. He appeared to be quite a suitable
and benevolent individual to approach for a little
financial assistance towards the dinner fund, so Blinder
touched his cap and said—
"Beg yer pardon, Sir ; can yer find a couple of
coppers for me an' my mate as we
"
" What ?" snapped in the gent. " The only
coppers you require are blue ones with silver buttons.
Get out of it—phew—what next ! Of, my poor feet
to be annoyed like this !"
" Sorry I asked yer " replied Blinder, " but me an'
my pal'11 pray to Gawd that one day yer 'eart may be
as tender as yer poor old feet."
Having managed somehow to raise the wind, the
pair were early outside the place of rendezvous
appointed for the dinner. " I reckons its worf four
and a kick " said Dusty, " just to see if ole' Micky
'all sings that lovely old song, " 'is bright smile
'aunts me still " or if our old flag is still getting
' Younger ' every day as 'e used to do."
"Well, I 'opes old long Johnson aint acoming "
answered Blinder, " for if 'e takes orf 'is socks
and starts a banging 'em abawt on the back of 'is chair
and shouting Telelkybur, I'm a goin' to 'op it."
In a few moments Blinder and Dusty found
themselves seated at the table wondering why it was
necessary to have such an array of knives, forks and
spoons, just to increase the difficulties of eating. In
close proximity were Donkey, Spud, Smudger, Ginger,
Nobby, Buster and others of the glovestick and ammo
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brigade; also Micky, Badger, Taffy, Norman and
other distinguished highbrows of the glovestick,
bayonet and madeover confraternity. Blinder was
quickly in trouble, as being unable to cut bread with
a fish knife he politely asked the waitress to change it
—as it was blunt. Then he picked up a serviette and
after fumbling with it for a few moments, tucked it
away up his sleeve with the aid of a largesized table
knife.
" I say, Blinder " shouted Micky across the table.
" That article of linen is not a pocket handkerchief—
it's a serviette. Likewise that article of steel with
the bone handle is not a walkingout cane—its a table
knife."
" Lummie ! Fanks for the information, Flag,"
replied Blinder to his old Cr.Sgt., but I forgets abawt
these little fings when I dines awt. Yer know I can
never get awt of the 'abits I got into in the good old
days, an' 'ahppy days they was to me Flag. Yus,
'appy days, Gawd bless 'em."
" Why yer never 'ad a pocket 'andkerchief in yer
life " chipped in Buster.
" 'Ark at 'im atalking Flag " said Blinder. " Why
I remembers my girl giving me a dozen once as
a present."
"So do I " interjected Ginger, " but yer made a
birfday gift to the other girl because she cried so much
abawt it."
" Will you take soup, Sir ? " spoke a soft and
delicate voice from somewhere in the vicinity of
Dusty's left shoulder, which gave him quite a thrill.
" If yer don't mind Miss, but I couldn't really get
through all yerv'e got in that dish " answered Dusty.
" Give some of it to my mates."
" Good gracious !" replied the waitress. " Why,
the contents of this receptacle has to provide soup for
twenty—not one."
" Well, all I as to say is that if the War Orfice knew
what you 'ad to do, they'd make you a Quartermaster "
said Dusty.
" No ! don't talk ignorant " interjected Blinder.
" You means a Quartermistress; I reckons meself
she'd make a blinking fine orderly man."
" Whats yer looking for, Flag ?" queried Blinder,
still pulling his old Cr.Sergeant's leg, as he watched
him searching amongst the plates and cutlery.
" I'm looking for my roll which I've lost ; I expect
you know something about it."
" Well, I spects yer'11 find it in the same old place
Flag. When yer used to lose it in the good old days,
yer used to call it from yer memory ; 'ave a go now
and see if a lump of rooty drops awt."
A further episode nearly brought disaster to our two
pals as someone—unthinkingly—passed a bottle of
whiskey with instructions to ' pass it along ' without
the customary request to have a tot themselves.
Needless to say they did help themselves, until
a syphon of soda water came rushing along the table,
and without any consideration whatsoever, nearly
knocked the whiskey out of Dusty's glass.
" Give me a blooming good glass of pig's ear any
day " said Dusty. Not only does yer 'ave a good
swipe, but yer don't 'ave to muck abawt wiv these
'ere triggers."
" One must squeeze it gently " interposed Percy,
as one would squeeze one's trigger of one's rifle, and
then one would find everything in perfect order."
" Eh ?" answered Dusty, at the same time raising
the bottle with the spout pointing in the direction of
Percy " Ow do yer do it—like this ?" Squirm—Sh—
Sh—Phiz:—z—as he carefully obeyed instructions.
" Oh—dash it—dash it !" screamed Percy. " Why
the deuce cannot you observe where you point the

darned thing ; look at my shirt front soaked with
beastly soda water ; whatever shall I do ?"
"Yer must squeeze it awt as yer old woman would
squeeze the juice awt of a lemon " was Dusty's
reply, which caused Tim Rylotty to shout so loud with
laughter that he nearly choked himself and was only
saved from an untimely end through the intervention
of Tommy Rolloway—otherwise known as Hackin
smidt—who administered mighty thumps between
Tim's shoulderblades.
After dinner, tracts were made towards the bar
and the conversation developed into the inevitable
" do you remember ?" Sometimes you did and some
times you did not—but it was all the" same as there was
only one reply—" Rather !"
" I say, Buster," spoke Blinder, " Do you
remember
"
" Rather !" replied Buster, without waiting to hear
the completion of the sentence, at the same time
helping himself to refreshment.
" Well, I don't fink yer does, 'cause that's my
blinking beer yer've got 'old of. Fanks ! Yer don't
mind me telling yer, do yer Buster, only it sounds much
better to 'ear a bloke say ' sorry ' before 'e drinks than
arterwards."
" Hallo ! Sgt.Major " exclaimed Dusty, as the
senior warrant officer of the times gone by hove in
sight ; " Its a long time since we seed each other—
aint it ?"
" To be shure " replied the Sgt.Major, with an
Irish brogue. " Why, I don't think we've seen each
other since we last met, but if we have, I don't think
we did, or one of us would remember."
" Yus—it was abawt that'time Sgt.Major. I say,
do you remember as 'ow I got banged in the clink for
'aving a black eye on guard mounting ?"
" Rather ! and to be shure I got you off—didn't
I ?"
" Got me orf ?" exclaimed Dusty, " when yer kept
digging the Colonel in the ribs, an' saying ' Been foiting
Sur—been foiting, Sur—days to barracks would do
'im good.' "
" Ah ! my boy—you didn't know the Colonel like
I did, because he never believed a word I said—and
I knew it."
" Yus," answered Dusty, " but 'e wouldn't believe
me eiver when I told 'im Donkey Warren 'it me wiv
a dry scrubber, until I let 'im 'ave a look at me kite ;
and "yer could 'ave no better witness than an ' eye'
witness—could yer ?"
As time was drawing short the boys were trying
to make things merry and crowding in quite a host of
' do you remember ' into a limited space ; " When we
looks round " said Dusty " and sees all these 'igh 'ats
and caps, collars and chokers, evening dresses and
working clobber, it makes yer 'eart beat wiv joy to
fink we're all pals ; the 'appy days we 'ad together
when we all wore the same old red and khaki ; yus !
'appy days they was."
" I agrees wiv yer " said Blinder. " We can never
get awt of the old 'abits we learnt in the old regiment."
At that moment the sound of defaulters—
perpetrated by some jester of the band—was heard in
the far distance ; there was an immediate snatching
up of glasses which were quickly emptied and with a
cry from many throats of " What ! eight o'clock
already ?" a mixture of high hats and caps, collars
and chokers, found themselves mixed up in hopeless
confusion in the street, until a passing policeman
enquired as to the cause. " Force of blinking 'abit "
answered Blinder.
J E.
(Continued in May).
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Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.

The following Gentleman Cadets from the Royal Military College,
to be Sec.Lts. (Feb. 4) :—
THE BTJFFS.—M. P. D. Dewar, F. W. B. Parry, J. H. N. Foster.

The 1st Battalion.
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Pte. F. Lloyd, attested 26126.
Pte. S. Vants, attested 30126.
Pte. M. A. J. Game, attested 27126.
Pte. W. Broom, attested 28126.
Pte. T. G. Allen, attested 1226.
Pte. H. F. Hollands, attested 3226.
Pte. E J. Edwards, attested 4226.
Pte. J. King, attested 4226.
Pte. W. Crouch, Pte. R. Tranter, attested 5226.
Pte. H. Lott, attested 8225.
Pte. F. Drury, attested 2226.
Pte. R. W. Taylor, attested 10226.

STRENGTH—DECREASE.

POSTINGS.

6279227 Pte. J. Griggs, disembarked in U.K., 251225 and struck
off strength from that date.
6280518 Pte. G. Smith, posted to 2nd Battalion The Buffs, 1126
and struck off strength from that date.
6279010 Pte. H.Statham and 2208606 Pte. W. Holmes, disembarked
in U.K., 11126 and struck off the strength from that date.
The undermentioned disembarked in U.K., 311225 and are struck
off the strength from that date :—
6279619 L/Sgt. Crane, 6278386 Cpl. Bennett, 6278728 Cpl. Burgess
6278786 Cpl. Wilcox, 6278785 L/c. Shaw, 6278741 L/c. Greaves, 6278759
L/c. Gunningham, 6278761 L/c. Goodsell, 6279051 Pte. Russell, 6278752
Pte. Ross, 6278760 Pte. Skinner, 6278797 Pte. Cox, 6280352 Pte. Moore
6278770 Pte. Goddard, 6278781 Pte. Phillips, 6278806 Pte. Nicholls'
6278744 Pte. Giles, 6278764 Pte. Charman, 6278387 Pte. Richards'
6278735 Pte. Barnes, 6278742 Pte. Daley, 6278751 Pte. Roe, 6278755
Pte. Collins, 6578772 Pte. Murphy, 7812146 Pte. McLean, 6278749
Pte. French, 6278777 Pte. Bish, 6278763 Pte. Powell, 6280150 Pte.
Brudenell, 6278737 Pte. Ringe, 6278773 Pte. Marsh, 6278782 Pte.
Fielder, 6278730 Pte. Proudfoot, 6278746 Pte. Davis, 6279059 Pte.
Downs, 6278743 Pte. Kimpton, 6278745 Pte. Limmer, 6278754 Pte
Shillite, 6278769 Pte. Stutely, 6279219 Pte. Kindred, 6278970 Pte'
Pennell, 7040436 Pte. M. Fealy.

6278733 L/c. A. Allen, posted to 2nd Battalion w.e.f. 17126
and s.o.s.
The undermentioned men were posted to the 2nd Battalion w.e.f.

DISEMBARKATIONS.

The following disembarked in Gibraltar, 20126 ex H.T. Navassa
from United Kingdom :—
7808127 C.S.M. Mould, 6278747 L/Sgt. Crump, 6279583 L/Sgt.
Willing.
APPOINTMENTS.

The following were appointed Bandsmen, 7126 :—
6281397 Pte. Smith, 6281091 Pte. Laker, 6280316 Pte. Norris
7256139 Pte. Baldwin, 6282170 Pte. Hawkins, 6278625 Pte. Standen'
6281488 Pte. Revell, 6278610 Pte. Rutter, 6280742 Pte Ireland'
8281378 Pte. Vincent,
^ 6278490 Cpl. W. Hadaway, appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 31
6279583 Cpl. W. Willing, appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 14126.
6280342 L/c. R. Goodwin, appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 61025.
6279713 L/c. N. Priestley, appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 91025.
6281587 L/c. G. Hodkin, appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 91125!
6279004 L/c. J. Mullen, appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 231125!
6908961 L/c. G. Tremlett, appointed Paid LanceCorporal
311225.
'
6279351 L/c. J. Robinson, appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 311225.
The following are appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals, 8126 :
6281091 Bdm. Laker, 6280203 Pte. Bench, 6281493 Pte Taimeson
6281462 Pte. Smith, 6281403 Pte. Veitch, 6281406 Pte. Martin 6281971
Pte. Martin, 6282185 Pte. Harris.
CONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.

6280370 L/S_gt. A. Foote,permitted to continue in theservice beyond
21 years for the purpose of completing 21 years qualifying service for
pension.
FAMILIES.

The families of 6278449 L/Sgt. Parks and 6279242 Cpl. Stace joined
station, 7126 and occupied quarters from that date.
SERVICE—HIGHER RATE OF PAY.

6282290 Pte. R. Tebble, 6282306 Pte. T. Ratcliffe, 6282318 Pte. A.
Morris, granted Higher rate of pay on completing two vears Colour
Service.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Pte. J. Griggs, Pte. W. Flegg, Pte. P. Crane, attested 11126
Pte. H. Stark attested 14126.
Pte. W. Turner and Pte. A. Mansfield attested 12126
Pte. E. Firrel, attested 16126.
Pte. W. Pulman and Pte. B. Dale, attested 21126.
Pte. A. Pascal! attested 23126.
Pte. H. Files, attested 281126.
Pte. R. Peacock, attested 25126.
Pte. D, Harman, attested 26126.
Pte. S. Reader, Pte. F. Douglas, Pte. W. White, attested 25126
Pte. S. Holgate, attested 25126.
Pte. E. Collins, attested 26126.
Pte. A. Stitson, attested 25126.

10—2—26 :—

6282395 Pte. G. Addy, 6282907 Pte. T. Aldis, 6282919 Pte. W.
Baird, 6282916 Pte. J. Barnes, 6282925 Pte. A. Barr, 6278857 Pte W
Beavis, 6282923 Pte. W. Bell, 5043545 Pte. G. Bennett, 6282928 Pte!
E Blair, 6282902 Pte. L Bowyer, 6282913 Pte. R. Bright, 6282818 Pte
H. Butler, 6282830 Pte. T. Chicken, 4852163 Pte. A. Clowes, 6282789
Pte. F. Cooksley, 6282929 Pte. J. Dale, 4853072 Pte. J. Davie, 6282820
Pte. C. Davies, 6282909 Pte. H. Davis, 6282790 Pte. H. Dodd, 6282791
Pte. G. Fagg, 6282917 Pte. F. Fox, 6282804 Pte. J. Hall, 6282931 Pte.
J. Hanson, 6282935 Pte. L Hobbs, 6282932 Pte. A. Hoult, 6282808
Pte. J. Humphrey, 6282906 Pte. J. Imeson, 6282934 Pte. R. Johnson
6282918 Pte. H. Jones, 4797277 Pte. R. King, 6282823 Pte. F. Mcintosh
6282520 Pte. A. Marriott, 6282927 Pte. R. Marsden, 6282908 Pte j'
Marshall, 6282829 Pte. J. Massam, 6282912 Pte. T. Mobley, 6282794
Pte. W. Morgan, 6282915 Pte. J. Murphy, 6282930 Pte. W. Nadin,
6282799 Pte. J. Price, 748704 Pte. A. Read, 6282828 Pte. W. Richard
son, 6282904 Pte. T. Robinson, 6282911 Pte. J. Rowntree, 6281649
Pte. J. Scott, 6282814 Pte. A. Sharp, 748541 Pte. J. Sisley, 6282921
Pte. W.Spence, 2211963 Pte.S. Steele, 6282852 Pte. O.Stupple, 6282924
Pte. W. Waller, 6282824 Pte. F. Whitaker, 6282901 Pte. F. Whitehead
4852491 Pte. W. Williams, 6282926 Pte. F. Woodcock, 6282802 Pte.
A. Yates.
APPOINTMENTS.

6281889 Pte. E. Watts, appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal, 21126.
6282000 L/c. J. Clinker, absorbed in Establishment of Paid Lance
Corporals, 11025.
6280323 L/c. A. Pike, appointed Paid L/Corpl. 201225, vice
Chapman promoted.
PROMOTIONS.

735674 L/c. W. Chapman, promoted Corporal, 201225 vice
6279860 Buxton promoted.
6279388 L/S. J. Hancock, promoted Sergeant, 4226, vice 6278117
Potter, borne supernumerary to Establishment.
DISCHARGES.

2208606 Pte. W. Holmes, discharged under para. 363 (viii) K.R.,
16—1—26.
6282966 Pte. H. Etheridge, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (b)
K.R., 18—1—26.
6282994 Pte. E. Fairbrass, discharged under para. 363 (vii) K.R.,
22—1—26.
6279010 Pte. H. Statham, discharged under para. 363 (xxviii)
K.R., 421926.
6283076 Pte. L Davis, discharged under para. 363 (ix) (a) K.R.
Art : 1002 R.W. 1922, 6226.
7040436 Pte. M. Fealey, discharged under para. 363 (xiii) 10226.
POSTINGS.

6281889 Pte. E. Watts, posted from 2nd Battalion w.e.f. 21126.
6279010 Pte. H. Statham and 2208606 Pte. A. Holmes, arrived
from 1st Battalion, 12126, and taken on strength w.e.f. 13126.
TRANSFER.

6282977 Pte. J. Wilson, transferred to Cavalry Depot (11th Hussars)
w.e.f. 16226, and conditions of service altered to 6 years with the
Colours and 6 vears with the Reserve. (Authy : E.C. No. 9/15039
(A.l.) dated 12226.)
ATTACHMENTS.

6281492 L/c. A. Hudson, (1st Bn.) attached to Army School of
Physical Training from 6126 to 19226, inclusive.
6188637 Sgt. A. Daisley, attached to 2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards,
w.e.f. 31126, whilst attending Fire Fighting Course.
ARMY RESERVE.

6280352 Pte. R. Moore, transferred to Army Reserve, 24126.
6279619 L/S. J. Crane, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R.'s, 2226.
6278970 Pte. R. Pennell, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R.'s, 3226.
6279059 Pte. A. Downs, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
. 362 (1) K.R.'s, 4226.
6272728 Cpl. A. Burgess, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R.'s, 5226.
6278730 Pte. W. Proudfoot, transferred to Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R.'s, 10226.
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Fixtures, 1926.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to companies as shown :—
6283049 Pte. R. Friday, "B," 12126.
6283050 Pte. J. Ravensdale, "B" 12126.
6283044 Pte. W. Hodkison, "A," 231225.
6283047 Pte. H. Langley, "A," 6126.
6283046 Pte. E. Phillimore, "A," 311225.
6283043 Pte. S. Ralph, "A," 191225.
6283045 Pte. C. Rowe, "A," 281225.
6283042 Pte. W. Twyman, "A," 151225.
6283048 Pte. F. Williams, "A," 8126.
COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.

6282248 Cpl. J. Ansell, "D," completed a Course of Visual Signal
ling at E.C. Signal School, Colchester, 101125 to 181225.
APPOINTMENTS.

6393680 Pte. J. Gadd, "C" and 6280455 Pte. A. Hatcher, "C,"
appointed U/Paid EanceCorporals w/e from 21126 under 1919 rates
of Pay.

Apr. 22nd.

The Buffs Golfing Society Spring
Meeting at Folkestone.

June 16th.

Dragon Club Dinner at
Trocadero Restaurant.

The

July 31st, I
to
J Canterbury Cricket Week.
Aug. 6th. )
Aug. 14th.

Past and Present Cricket Match
at Canterbury.

DISCHARGES.

6282723 Boy C. Glayzer, "D" (Dover), discharged having joined
Royal Navy w/e from 19126.
282832 Pte. F. Rangley, "D' (Dover) discharged, having joined
Reg. Army (3/6 D. Gds.), 21126.
281799 Pte. C. Burstow, "D" (Folkestone), discharged Auth.
K.I.B. 2545/1 of 21126, under para. 193.(6) (a).
6281222 Bdm. J. Clarke, "D" (Dover), discharged under para.
1934, 23126.
6282353 Pte. E. Dinnage, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
para. 1936 (a), 21126.
7040904 Pte. J. Erskine, "D" (Dover), discharged under para. 193
4, 23126.
6281828 Pte. W. Gambell, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
1936 (a), 21126.
6281597 Pte. P. Gibbens, "A" (Ramsgate), discharged under 1934,
23126.
6279469 Pte. T. Graham, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
1938, 23126.
6281078 Cpl. J. MacKaygow, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
1936 (a), 21126.
6282049 Pte. R. Masters, "C" (Yalding), discharged under 1936
(a), 21126.
6281590 Pte. G. Miller, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under 193
6 (a), 21126.
6280028 Pte. F. Page, "B," (Sittingbourne), discharged under 193
6 (a), 21126.
6278604 Pte. W. Palmer, "D" (Dover), discharged under 1936
(a), 21126.
6282125 Pte. F. Raines, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
1936 (a), 21126.
6280679 Pte. H. Richards, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
1936 (a), 21126.
6282642 Pte. V. Travi, "C" (Horsmonden), discharged under 193
5, 21126.
6280935 Pte. B. Warner, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
1936 (a), 21126.
6281040 Pte. G. Warner, "B" (Sittingbourne), discharged under
1936
21126.
REENGAGEMENTS.

6280986 Vc. A. Burnett, "B," reengaged for a further period of
1 (one) year as from 23226.

How to get " The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct thi'ough the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
i year 8/, 6 ?nonths

j months 2p.

Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs
Canterbury.

Aug. 16th, i
to
[ Depot Cricket Week.
Aug. 19th. '
Oct. 5th & 6th: The Buffs Golfing Society
Autumn Meeting at Sand
wich.

NOTE—We hope to publish date of Past and

Present Association Annual Meeting
and Dinner in the April number
of The Dragon.

The Buffs Cottage Homes.

O

NE of the above cottages, having become
vacant, any exBuff of good character,
desirous of being considered for this vacancy,
should apply forthwith to The Secretary,
Past and Present Association, The Depot.
Canterbury, for consideration of the Committee.
The accommodation available is limited,
and only suitable for a small family. It is
essential that the occupant should have
sufficient means of maintenance and be in a
position to furnish the cottage. In applying,
full particulars should be sent of record of
service, number of children and ages, also age
of wife.
It should be noted that normally, preference
will be given to disabled men. The cottages
are situated near Broadstairs.

Post free—
Ireland & Abroad.
8/ per annum.
4/ 6 months.
2/ 3 months.
Write: Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

April, 1926.

No. 317.
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Personalia.

ENERAL
Sir
W.
P.
Braithwaite,
CommanderinChief of the Eastern
Command, stayed with Major Jackson at the
Depot, and was present at the finals of the
Eastern
Command
InterDepot
Boxing
Tournament. It is to be regretted that we
only managed to run into the third place, but
both winners and losers put up a most
excellent display.
We offer our thanks to Lord Harris for so
kindly sending us a cutting which we publish
on another page, containing an account of the
M.C.C. visit to the West Indies, and also to
The Times for allowing us to republish it.
Brig.General Whitacre Allen and Capt.
E. H. Allen visited the Depot during last
month; we were pleased to see that Gen.
Whitacre Allen appeared to have completely
recovered from his recent very serious illness.
Brig.General E. H. and Mrs. Finch
Hatton are still at Dinard, where they seem
to be having a most enjoyable time. Thanks
to the present rate of exchange, living in
Dinard appears to be very favourable to
visitors from this side. We understand that
the normal rate for the hotels there works out
at about 5/ per head per day.
Brig.General R. McDouall has been
staying with Colonel D, B. Parry for the
Cheltenham races, where we understand that
General McDouall was successful in finding
winners ; his luck, we believe, followed him
to Wye, where the following were present:
Major J. V. R. Jackson, Mr. T. H. Spear,
Major, Mrs. and Miss Dampier Palmer, Major
Leybourne and Mrs. Crookenden.
Major C. C. Cobbe has been in London
recently and from all accounts was looking
uncommonly well.

Price Sixpence.

Major G. T. D. Hickman has returned from
Gibraltar where he seems to have had
a splendid time.
Miss McDouall has also returned from
Gibraltar, and we are glad to say that she
has recovered from the motor accident referred
to in our last number.
We offer our thanks to Mr. M. Creswick
for his interesting short article entitled " The
Casket of Fate/' which appears in this number,
the solution of which will appear in the May
Dragon.
We regret to hear that Capt. H. de R.
Morgan is at present laid up with a somewhat
severe attack of influenza, and was con
sequently unable to be present at the Grand
Military Meeting at Sandown.
We have received an interesting account of
Mr. W. H. Rowe's wedding which took place
recently at Nairobi. Mr. G. H. Mitchell, of
the Buffs, acted as best man. We regret
that lack of space does not permit publishing
the account in full, but on another page a
a portrait of the wedding group will be found.
We hear that Mrs. Marriott has given up
the idea of taking a house in Cranbrook and
is looking for one in the neighbourhood of
Dorset. Her headquarters are still at Bovey
Tracey.
We have recently received a letter from
Mr. H. W. Williams from Beunos Ayres in
which the following paragraph occurs
" We wish The Dragon, everyone and
everything connected with it, the best of
luck."
We hear from Captain F. M. Pritchard
that he is living at a villa in St. JeandeLuz,
which is close to Cibourg.
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Captain E. F. D. Strettell has relinquished
his secretaryship and is going on to the Stock
Exchange. His headquarters for the present
will be Quaives.
The following were seen at the Grand
Military Meeting on March 19th:—Lt.CoL
M. Beevor, Lieut.Col. R. S. I. and Mrs\
Friend, Major F. W. Tomlinson, Capt. N. D.
Rice, Mr. T. H. Spear, Mrs. Morgan, Mrs.
and Miss Ronald.
Mr. G. S. Lister came over from Shorncliffe
to Canterbury to judge in the recent inter
Depot Boxing Tournament. Mr. Lister is at
present attending a P.T. course at Shorncliffe.
We hear from Portland that at the time
of writing, eight Buffs have entered for the
Regimental Race at the Cattistock Point to
Point meeting which takes place on the
8th inst.
Interesting letters from Mr. John Butler
of Preston and Mr. J. J. Butler of Hove have
recently been received. Both joined the
Regiment over 50 years ago and we are glad
to know that they are both very well.
We see in a recent issue of the Coventry
Herald that the late H. S. Craven's name
(L/Sgt., 6th Battalion The Buffs) is included
in the 5th instalment of " Coventry's Record
of The Fallen."
Capt. N. D. Rice acted as Best Man to
Capt. C. H. Boucher, 3rd Q.O., Gurkha Rifles
at his wedding to Miss E. M. Ramsay, which
took place last month at Ickham.
An old friend of many officers who served
with the Regiment in Ireland, was seen at the
Grand Military Meeting. This was Miss
Hughes from Dublin. She was making very
kind enquiries about her old friends.
We understand that it is proposed to
arrange for an enclosure tent for Officers and
their friends at Canterbury for the Australian
v. Kent Match from August 25th—28th,
provided sufficient subscribers are forthcoming.
The price of tickets for the three days will not
exceed 5/ each. Quite a number of officers
have already expressed their intention of
being present.
Mr. J. C. T. Crozier has come home from
East Africa and will return in July.

We understand that Mr. John Chester was
married on his return to East Africa and offer
him our best wishes.
We are asked to say that Kekewich in
Kimberley (Medici Society, 7/6) can be
obtained through any bookseller, or from
Major F. W. Tomlinson, 94 Piccadilly.
Major G. A. E. Chapman is now settled in his
new house in Montreal, and when last heard of
was dividing his time in felling and splitting up
a vast tree, being assisted by Stringer, and in
making skiing expeditions after tea and
returning by moonlight: both Mr. and Mrs.
Chapman are enthusiasts also over the latter
occupation.
We hear that Mr. R. T. ThorneThorne is
now in Natal.
We offer our congratulations to Sergt. Beale,
2nd Battalion, on his splendid success in
winning the Featherweights in the Army
Boxing Championship.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
Births.
Kisbee.—6279422 Pte. R. Kisbee, a daughter,
born at Catterick, 1/2/26.
IVIaplesden.—6278479 Cpl. T. Maplesden, a
daughter, born at Portland, 24/2/26.
Parsons.—1665230 Pte. W. Parsons, a son,
born at Portland, 10/1/26.
Wass.—6279514 L/S. J. Wass, a daughter,
born at Portland, 4/3/26.
Marriages.
Brace.—6281739 Pte. G. Brace, married at
Strood, 20/2/26.
Dell—Pearce.—1037656 L/Cpl. H. Dell, "D",
married at Portland, 9/1/26, to Evelyn May
Pearce.
Freeman.—6279302
Pte.
R.
Freeman,
married at Watford, 9/1/26.
Gorham—Smith.—6282082 L/Cpl. E. Gor
ham, "A", married at Ashford, Kent,
18/2/25, to Hilda Kathleen Smith.
Knight.—6280090 L/Cpl. W. Knight, married
at Windlesham, 26/12/25.
Raddon.—6282011 Pte. W. Raddon, married
at Weymouth, 27/2/26.
Bailey.—Winifred
St. Stephen's
daughter of R.
Batt.), aged 3

Death.
Elizabeth, on 24/1/26, at
Road, Canterbury, only
A. Bailey (late Sgt. l/4th
months.
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The Buffs' Memorial at Mauritius.

The Memorial.
Sacred to the Memory
of
Pte. G. Burnett, aged 25 years 6 months, who was
accidentally killed on board the S.5. St. Laurence
on the 10th of July, 1876.
Pte. W. Glynn, died at Port Louis, 18th of March,
1878. Aged 24 years.
Pte. J. Bates, died at Port Louis, 30th March, 1878.
Aged 26 years.
Sgt. D. Baker, died at Port Louis, 4th of April, 1878.
Aged 41 years.
Sacred to the Memory
of
Pte. P. Ambrose, aged 19 years 6 months, who was
murdered at Port Louis on the 8th of September,
1875.
Pte. T. Roberts, died at Port Louis, 15th of April, 1878.
Aged 22 years*
Cr.Sgt. M. Hine, died at Mahebourg, 23rd of April,
1878. Aged 29 years.
Pte. A. Walters, died at Mahebourg, 3rd of June, 1878.
Aged 22 years.

Pte. D. Griffey, died at Mahebourg, 13th of June, 1878.
Aged 21 years.
*

*

*

*

Sacred to the Memory of
Sgt. W. Davies, who died at Curepipe on the 28th of
February, 1877. Aged 24 years 1 month.
Pte. W. Marshall, who died at Port Louis on the 26th
of March, 1877. Aged 25 years 7 months.
also
Pte. J. Stevens who died at Mahebourg on the 27th of
May, 1877. Aged 25 years 8 months.
Sacred to the Memory
of
Sgt J. Mull ally. Aged 21 years 6 months.
Lce.Cpl. G. B. Stothard. Aged 25 years.
Lce.Cpl. J. Ward. Aged 23 years 8 months.
Pte. G. Lowe, aged 25 years 8 months, who were
accidentally drowned at Mahebourg on the 15th of
July, 1877.
This Monument was erected by the Officers, Non.
Comd. Officers and Men of the Detachment " The
Buffs," 2nd Battalion, as a token of respect.
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Past and Present Association.
Tj^HE 55th Meeting of the Regimental Committee
L and the Past and Present Association Executive
Committee, held at The Depot, Canterbury, on 6th
March, 1926 (Saturday) at 5 p.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, H. S. Hardy, M.B.E..
M.C., J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains N. D. Rice (representing 2nd Battalion)
T. H. Spear, Esq., (representing 1st Battalion).
Regimental Committee.
MEMORIALS.—In view of the fact that both
Battalions are subscribing to the Memorial to Nurses,
it was decided that no further subscription should be
made from the funds administered by the Committee.
QUEEN'S OWN RIFEES OF CANADA.—With reference
to the invitation received for a party of Buffs to
proceed to Toronto at the end of June. It was decided
that a letter should be written to the War Office,
asking whether permission could be granted for this
and further, if any assistance could be given either
from the War Office or from the Navy to facilitate and
cheapen the cost of the return journey of the party,
the Secretary was further instructed to point out in
his letter to the War Office, the advisability of this
invitation being accepted, in view of the fact that the
whole of The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada had been
brought to this country at the expense of their Colonel
in 1910.
It was decided that a copy of the correspondence
should be sent to General Paget with the request that
he should approach War Office with a view to
strengthening the request forwarded by the Committee.
Past and Present Association.
COTTAGE HOMES.—With reference to Messrs. Amos's
tender for repairs. The Secretary was instructed to
endeavour to get this reduced and was authorised to
spend a maximum of £26 in this connection.
MIGRATION.—With reference to a letter received
from the Migration Settlement Office, Australia House,
refusing to state why application for an assisted
passage to Australia had been rejected. The Secretary
was instructed to write to the Hon. R. McNeil and to
ask him whether he could obtain this information.
MARKET GARDENS.—A letter was read from the War
Office refusing to lease a portion of the Old Park, asked
for, for these gardens. The Secretary was instructed
to write again to the War Office asking whether in view
of the fact that the Government had expressed their
intention of assisting such undertakings, this decision
could be reconsidered.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CEUB.—The Secretary
was instructed to ascertain from the Secretary of the
Kent County Cricket Club the cost of obtaining the
enclosure during the Australia and Kent Match in
August, apd further to ascertain from all Members of
the Canterbury Cricket Week Club, whether they would
care to subscribe, to permit of this Enclosure being
arranged for ; the cost of same to be defrayed entirely
by subscriptions from those wishing to use it, and not
from the Canterbury Cricket Week Club Funds ; it
was not proposed in the event of this materialising that
any form of entertaining should take place, and that all
that would be provided would be seating accommodation
for subscribers and a limited number of their friends.
FINANCE.—With reference to the appeal received
from The King's Roll Clerks' Association, the Secretary
was instructed to write regretting that the Association
funds were unable to meet the direct claims upon
them and therefore it was very much regretted that
no donation could be made to this most worthy object.

With reference to the appeal made by
to be
included in the list of widows' pensions, it was decided
that this was not at present possible, the Secretary
was instructed to write to her suggesting that she
should apply to the Pensions' Board.
An unpaid loan of £23 10s. being overdue from ——
which loan had been made on the recommendation
of the Ministry of Pensions, the Secretary was
instructed to refer the case to the Association's legal
adviser to see what action he could recommend towards
the recovery of this debt.
The Officer Commanding The Depot was authorised
to spend up to £5 on bringing from The Duke of York's
School, Dover, to the Depot, twelve sons of Old Buffs
with a view to promoting esprit de corps by impressing
upon them the advisability of joining the Regiment.
PROCEDURE.—With reference to Captain Baird's
proposal that Minutes of the Meetings should not be
published in The Dragon this was not approved. The
Secretary was instructed to reply to Captain Baird
accordingly.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION DINNER—It
was decided that the Annual Dinner of The Past and
Present Association should be held in London on
Saturday, October 23rd.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—The next Committee
Meeting will take place in London on Wednesday,
April 7th, at 11.30 a.m., the Secretary to ascertain
whether a room could be allotted for this meeting at
The United Service Club.
DONATIONS.

The following are the donations received for the
period 18/2/26 to 18/3/26
Mr.J. Butler
Mr. A. M. Downs
Captain F. M. Pritchard
Captain J. E. Enright
Major A. Stuart Elmslie

0 2
0 2
0 10
0 2
0 7

DISBURSEMENTS.

The following are the disbursements for the period
18/2/26 to 18/3/26
£
d.
2 0 0
Feb. 18. Grant
0
0
2
18. Grant
4 0 0
18. Grant
0
1 . 0
20. Grant
1 0 0
22. Grant
2

22. Grant
22. Grant
22. Grant

0

0

0 10

0

2
2

23. Grant
Mar. 1. Grant
1. Grant
1. Grant
4. Grant
5. Grant
6. Grant
6. Grant
8. Grant
8. Grant
9. Grant for rent
10. Grant
11. Grant
12. Grant
12. Grant
13. Eoan ...
15. Grant
17. Grant
17. Grant
17. Grant

0

0

0

0

1 0 0
0 10
2 0

0
0

2

0

0

1
1

7
0

4
0

1 0 0
0
0
. 0 
0 10 0

2

0

0

1 0 0
1 0 0

2 0
5 5
1 0
0 10
3 0

0
0
0
0
0

MEMBERS.

The following are the names of those who have
joined the Association during the period 18/2/26 to
18/3/26 :—
Messrs. F. Earl, H. Bennett, H. Amos, F. Fox, H. Wilkinson, C. C.
Hackney, J J. Vallintine, H. Cook, E. Champion ; Sgt. T. H. Earkin.
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Battles of the Buffs.
3. SOLEBAY AND MOUTH OF TENET, 1672.
VIRGINIA, 1675.
FLANDERS, 1678.

John Sheffield, 3rd Earl of Mulgrave,
afterwards 1st Duke of Buckingham,
Colonel of the Buffs, 1673-1682 and 1684-1685.

rpHE first
honour borne on our colours
I
commemorates the battle of Blenheim
(1704), but during the previous thirtynine
years since it had been brought on the British
establishment, the regiment had seen much
hard fighting, and it is a matter of regret that
no honours have been granted for these earlier
engagements. The reasons for granting or
denying honours to a regiment have frequently
been somewhat inconsistent and more par
ticularly has this been so for the period prior
to Blenheim.
It was mentioned in the previous article
that the regiment, originally intended for
service at sea, was paid for out of naval funds
till 1677, and it is therefore not surprising that
its first taste of active service should have
been when serving with the Fleet. In March,
1672, England and France declared war
against Holland and orders were given for
drafts from various regiments
to be
despatched. Altogether thirtyone complete
companies were embarked, of which the
Holland Regiment contributed three, and
probably various detachments in addition.
The three companies, each 100 strong, were
those of Captain Sidney, Sir Thomas Wood
cock and Captain James Barrett ; and in
addition, Colonel Sir Walter Vane, the Colonel
of the Regiment, was ordered to furnish
twenty men from his own company, under

a corporal, "to go aboard the ship Ould
James " a curious instance of interference in
the details of a Colonel's command. On 28th
May, an engagement (the battle of Solebay)
took place between the English Fleet (123 sail
under the Duke of York and the Earl of
Sandwich) and the Dutch (143 ships under
de Ruyter), and after a desperate action
lasting from 7 a.m. till nightfall the Dutch
drew off. No separate casualty returns were
published, but many of the regiments suffered
severely : the Admiral's Regiment had seven
officers killed, but there is no record of the
casualties of the Holland Regiment. On 28th
May, 1673, there was another naval action,
and yet again on 11th August, when the
English under Prince Rupert and Spragge
fought the Dutch under de Ruyter, van Tromp
and Brankert off the mouth of the Texel.
The action proved indecisive, both sides
claiming the victory. It is evident that some
at least, of the regiment, were present on this
occasion, as there are .extant entries in the
Miscellany Order Book to the effect that John
Maggett (or Waggett) and Roger Foster,
soldiers in the Holland Regiment, on the
ship Hampshere, who had both been wounded
in the action, were to be " entertyned " as
soldiers in companies of the regiment on land
" imposing upon him no other duty than he
can well discharge."
The next instance of a portion of the
regiment going on active service was in 1676.
Serious disturbances had broken out in the
colony of Virginia, and Charles II. commanded
a battalion of 1,000 men to be formed from
drafts from old corps and recruits especially
raised for the purpose. The contingent from
the Holland Regiment was to consist of a
company to be formed by drafting seven men
from seven of the existing companies, to be
under the command of Captain Meoles, with
the eldest lieutenant and the eldest ensign.
This is an interesting sidelight on the principles
(or lack of them) of military organization in
those days. Instead of sending one or two
battalions, a force of 1,000 men was made up
from every unit then in England (the Royal
Scots were in France, and the Queen's in
Tangiers), 500 fresh recruits were drafted in
and again, instead of using complete
companies from the various battalions, they
formed the company out of as many of the
other companies as possible. Presumably in
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those days, company commanders were just
contested and ended in a victory for the Allies,
as loath to part with their best men as they
the French being compelled to retire from the
are now, so the battalion probably contained
vicinity of Mons. Although the Duke of Mon
some queer characters. However, it was never
mouth was there, probably neither the Holland
seriously tested in the field as the insurrection
Regiment nor the other seven regiments which
had been practically suppressed by the time
had been ordered to join the Prince of Orange*
it arrived in Virginia. Sir John Berry, an
were present at the battle. If they were there,
Admiral and a Captain of the Holland Regi
they were only lightly engaged, the heaviest
ment (referred to in the previous article) was
losses falling on six English and Scottish
appointed one of three Commissioners to
regiments temporarily in the Dutch Service
settle grievances and other matters in the
under the Earl of Ossory, who took a leading
Colony. There is no record of any casualties
part in the victory and sustained heavy
in action suffered by the composite company
casualties.
Peace was finally concluded in September
of the Holland Regiment in Virginia. Captain
Meoles, the company commander, died out
and in December the 2nd Battalion was
there and the remainder of the battalion,
brought back to England and disbanded
except one hundred men and three or four
forthwith—in common with other newlyraised
officers, was withdrawn to England in 1678,
regiments, after an existence or less than a
and the company eventually joined the battalion
year. The 1st Battalion returned in March
in Flanders.
of the following year and did not see active
In the latter part of the year 1677, public service again for eleven years, until in 1689
opinion in England had become alarmed by
it was once more in Flanders.
J.F.W.A.
the successes of the French against the Dutch
and considerable pressure was put on Charles
II. to conclude a treaty with the States
The Casket of Fate.
General of the United Provinces. As an
NHERE was once a small kingdom that
immediate result there was a considerable
had its own strange customs and laws.
expansion of the English Army. On l'Oth
This is the story of a criminal, who escaped
January, 1678, the establishment of the
the fate he richly deserved.
Holland Regiment was increased to 100 men
It was the custom in Moldavia when a
per company and on 14th January, orders were
prisoner had been sentenced to death, to give
issued for 500 men to be recruited for the
him a last chance. A casket was handed to
existing eleven companies of the regiment,
the unfortunate man on the scaffold and he
and for nine additional companies. The nine
had to select one of two pieces of paper placed
companies were raised by 15th February and
inside.
were constituted into a 2nd Battalion, this
On one was written ' Death ' and on the
being the first occasion during our history of
other ' Life.' If he selected the first, then the
our having two battalions.
people thought his punishment was deserved,
Although war had not been declared (it
but if he selected the other, then was he
was not until 3rd April that an offensive and
allowed to go free.
defensive treaty between England and the
Now the criminal in this story had
States General was agreed upon), eight
committed many crimes, in fact he had been
companies of the 2nd Battalion were shipped
sentenced to death three times, but every time
over to Ostend in March, 1678, the Colonel of
had escaped through picking out the piece of
the Regiment, Lord Mulgrave, whose portrait
paper with ' Life ' written on it.
is reproduced, having superintended the em
When he appeared before the Lords of the
barkation of four companies at Harwich.
land for a fourth time it was decided that
This battalion was employed on garrison duties
there must be no mistake this time, with the
in Flanders and before the end of July the
result that both the pieces of paper were
1st Battalion was also in the Low Countries.
marked with the fatal word ' Death.'
Early in August the 1st Battalion was ordered
Now one of these Lords felt that this action
to march with the Duke of Monmouth to join
was wrong, and being deeply religious, decided
the Prince of Orange, while the 2nd Battalion
remained in garrison at Nieuport. It is |that he should tell the prisoner that there was
no hope. Unknown to the others he entered
unlikely that either battalion saw any serious
the dungeon, but his words did not cast a
fighting, as the only action of any importance
gloom, in fact the prisoner said that he felt
was at St. Denis, near Mons, on the 4th/14th
confident that he would again escape.
August, when the Prince of Orange attacked
On the fatal day the casket was offered
the French under Luxenbourg. The French
him, and a paper taken, yet that man escaped.
were surprised, as negotiations were in progress
How did he do it ?
at the time and they were under the
[The solution to the above will appear in
impression that peace was practically pro
our next number. Editor].
claimed. However, the action was severely
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Other Regiments.
No. XV.

The Hampshire Regiment.
1st Battalion, formerly the 37th (North Hampshire) Regiment of Foot, raised in 1702.
2nd Battalion, formerly the 67th (South Hampshire) Regiment of Foot, raised in 1756.
BATTEE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental Colour :—The Royal Tiger,
superscribed " India,'5 " Blenheim," " Ramillies,"
" Oudenarde,"
" Malplaquet,"
" Dettingen,"
" Minden," "Tournay," " Barrossa," " Peninsula,"
" Taku Forts," " Pekin, 1860," " Charasiah,"
" Kabul, 1879," " Afghanistan, 187980," " Burma,
188587," " Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002."
Borne on the King's Colour
'" Retreat from Mons,"
" Ypres, 1915, '17, 18," " Somme, 1916, '18,"
" Arras, 1917, '18," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," " Doiran,
1917, '18," "Landing at Helles," " Suvla,"
" Gaza," " KutalAmara, 1915, '17."
*
*
*
*
The capbadge worn by the rank and file of the
Hampshire Regiment, a laurel wreath encircling the
Royal Tiger, with the Hampshire Rose below, is sym
bolical of the warlike record, not only of the regiment,
but also of the county from which it is recruited.
When Henry V. was marching to Southampton to
embark for the campaign which culminated in the
glorious victory of Agincourt, he halted at Winchester,
and was so pleased at the number of Hampshire
menatarms who flocked
to his standard that he
ordered the Red Rose of Lancaster to be incorporated
in the City Arms ; the device was later adopted as the
County coatofarms and as the badge of the Hampshire
Militia and, in due course, has descended to the
County's representative regiment of Infantry of the
Line. The Royal Tiger was granted to the 67th Foot
just one hundred years ago, as a reward for long and
arduous service in many Indian campaigns between
1800 and 1826, while the laurel wreath which surrounds
the badge (the " Minden Wreath ") is contributed by
the 37th Foot.
The Rose within the laurel wreath is worn as a
collarbadge. Officers of the Hampshire Regiment
wear a cap badge of a different type—an eightpointed
star, with the Rose and Garter in the centre and an
Imperial Crown above.
The 1st Battalion (37th Foot) who shared in the
overthrow of the French cavalry at Minden, like other
regiments present at that battle, adorn their drums and
and headdresses with roses on the 1st of August each
year.
The 2nd Hampshires were formed in August, 1756,
as a 2nd Battalion of the 20th Foot (Lanes. Fus.), but
became a separate corps, as the 67th Foot, two years

later. There is an old house at Devizes, Wiltshire,
in which two officers of the Hampshire Regiment,
whose names are now worldfamous, were billetted for
a time during the Seven Years' War. One was James
Wolfe, the first Colonel of the 67th Foot, and the future
conqueror of Canada. The other was Captain Edward
Gibbon, then commanding the Grenadier Company of
the South Hampshire Militia. His celebrated " Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire " is one of the great
classics of historical literature.
The 67th was the first King's regiment to march
across India from coast to coast. They were present
at the capture of Asseerghur, . a Mahratta fortress
known as " the Gibraltar of the East," in April, 1819,
and won four V.C.'s at the Storming of Taku Forts,
China, 1860.
It is somewhat unusual for one battalion to be
fighting in two different continents at the same time,
but the 1st Hampshires had this rare experience
in 1903, for while three companies were chasing the
" Mad Mullah " in Somaliland, the rest of the battalion
was on active service in the Aden hinterland.
In August, 1914, the Hampshires, with nine
battalions, were entitled to bear eighteen Honours on
their Colours. Before the Great War ended, the
number of battalions had grown to thirtysix, three
more V.C.'s had been won and the regiment had
surpassed all its previous foreign service records, for
the wartime wanderings of Hampshire battalions
embraced not only France and Belgium, Italy, Salonica
and Gallipoli, but other more distant theatres of war,
including Aden, Palestine, Egypt and Mesopotamia
(where the l/5th Buffs and the Hants. Territorials
were united in a composite battalion known as "The
Huffs ") and also Persia, North Russia, Siberia and
India.
The widespread war services of the Hampshire
Regiment were acknowledged by the award of eighty
two new Battle Honours—the greatest number won
by any British regiment in the Great War.
The 1st Hampshires went to France in August,
1914, and stayed on the Western Front throughout the
war. The 2nd formed part of the 29th Division and
was one of the battalions which landed in the Gallipoli
Peninsula from the River Clyde (the " Wooden Horse
of Troy " troopship). Later, the Battalion proceeded
to France, and after the Armistice went to Archangel
to fight
the Bolsheviks. " Gallipoli Day " (April
25th) is kept as a fete day by the 2nd Hampshires.
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The Wedding of Mr, W. H. Rowe and Miss E. J. Playfair at Nairobi.
Records of other Regiments—Continued.
" The Hampshire Tigers" have always been a
sporting regiment. At Aldershot, shortly before the
war, the wJtiole of the 1st Battalion, from the C.O.
downwards, turned out for a crosscountry race with
the Royal Munster Fusiliers. They have twice reached
the final of the Army Football Cup, but have not yet
succeeded in winning the trophy. The 6th (Duke of
Connaught's Own) Battalion The Hampshire Regi
ment won the Territorial Army Football Cup in 1924.
R. MAURICE HIEE.

Correspondence.
A SUBSCRIPTION.

Dear Sir,
I have sent you a M.O. for 4/ being my
subscription to The Dragon for six months. I have
to thank you for the January copy received. Will
you please note to send the February and March copies
here and April, May and June to my home address as
follows :— 10 Haig Villas, Hoo, Nr. Rochester, Kent,
as I am proceeding on leave at the end of April
and hope to have the pleasure of calling on you in
Canterbury Cricket Week.
I expect to be present in camp with the 4th Buffs
attached for training from the Southern Province
Mounted Rifles in which I am serving as a Trooper and
I hope to meet some of the men I served with
at Kampstin and in Mesopotamia. I would like to
have the address of Lieut. G. H. Woods, late Punjabis,
and Cpl. Lawson, R.A.F., and hope to meet them
both when in England. I expect to return to India
early in September. Another old friend I would like

to see is "General" Eric French, late Sgt., 1 /5th
Buffs, now residing in Margate I believe.
River Niv,
Yours faithfully,
Munaar P.O.,
H. H. CROSEEY,
Travancore, (Formerly 240743 Pte. A. Coy.,
S. India.
l/5th Buffs,
and earlier in 19056, 1st Vol. Batt., The Buffs.
A Loss AND A GAIN.
To The Secretary, The Past and Present Association.
Dear Sir,
Herewith 10/, being subscriptions for three new
members of the above association as per enrolment
forms and one old member, Mr. W. Fanning, 25
Quested Road, Cheriton.
I have a piece of very bad news to tell you. One
of our old comrades and friend, Ex.C.S.M. F. Fox, one
of the new members I sent up with the last batch,
passed away last Saturday, 13th March. He was one
of the Volunteer Company that served with the 2nd
Battalion in South Africa. He became Col.Sgt. of
"D" Folkestone Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs
and served throughout the late war as C.S.M. of various
Battalions on training and conducting duty. We
got him a military funeral through the good influence
of Colonel Graham Gosling, and he was buried on
Wednesday last, 17th March, at Folkestone. The
firing party were supplied by Folkestone Detachment,
4th Buffs, Band and Buglers by the King's Own,
Shorncliffe, and gun carriage, etc., by the R.F.A.,
Shorncliffe. The bearers were six of his old comrades
and about fifty others followed as mourners, of one of
the best fellows that ever wore the Buffs Badge.
With best respects, I remain,
10 St. Eanswythe Terrace,
Yours sincerely,
Folkestone.
W. BEAVIS.
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OUT
It is a fatal error to refer to Spring on
this page. A reference to this fugitive
season in last month's issue was pro
ductive of snow while this article was being considered.
(This may, perhaps, soften the Editor's heart towards
the writer who once again is very late with his copy).
So no more about Spring. Let us instead order our
Summer overcoats and the goloshes which we shall
wear at the Derby, Lord's and Wimbledon.
SNOW IN
SPRING.

ICONOCEASTIC The great thing nowadays is to see what

AGE.

can be pulled down, whether it be
buildings or established customs. My
friend Beachcomber, who delights the many readers
of the Daily Express daily, put it rather well the other
day when he remarked a propos of the destruction of
another old English Inn : " What we want is more of
this sort of thing." But it is not of buildings that
I am thinking at the moment. A ubiquitous and
gallant M.P. was worrying the Secretary of State for
War the other day during the Army Estimates debate
about the Horse Guards. The burden of the complaint
was the waste of money in providing mounted sentries
in Whitehall. I forget what Sir Laming Worthington
Evans replied, but it seems to me that he might have
said that the Army Council were considering whether
the Foot Guards would not be more useful if provided
with sensible straw hats than the topheavy, cumber
some bearskins that they have to wear.
DEPOTS.

And Depots look pretty sick now too.

I can see the energetic housebreakers
(I mean the lawabiding type) marching

up Military Road with pickaxes at the slope and the
fire of battle in their eyes. The shades of Crimean
warriors will rise in mute ineffective protest as the great
work of economy goes on.
And when all is dust, there will arise in some central
place—Wormwood Scrubs affords a magnificent site—
a great modern central Depot, with electric light,
central heating and everything else that goes to make
the good soldier except that feeling that your regiment
is undoubtedly first
and the rest nowhere. Mass
Production gives the best results, the big business men
say, but might one ask timidly " to whom ?"

PICTURES. I went to a Private View the other day of
the Royal Institute of Painters in water
colours in Piccadilly.
There was a goodly crowd
(admission was by invitation). During my perambulation
I observed numerous persons whose names are daily re
corded in the Press and I also noticed one of the men who
records them. He is the journalist who daily fills a page in
a popular newspaper with gossip of London. From
his entertaining paragraphs one would imagine him
to be something of a flaneur. In actual fact he is an
extremely industrious man who takes a lot of physical
and mental exercise in the process of collecting the
little titbits which the public loves. I must add that
some of the paintings were extremely interesting.

I notice that Mr. Basil Dean, the
eminent and courageous producer of
plays, told an audience at a lecture the
other day that playgoers are to blame
for the preponderance of imported plays of inferior
quality. This is an old point of view, based on the
dictum that a people gets the government it deserves.
Coming from a man who knows the theatre pretty
intimately, one must bow one's head before the charge.
Nevertheless one is tempted to ask how one can
do one's small bit towards encouraging the unknown
writers of English masterpieces. Of course one can
hiss the imported plays—some people do—but if the
majority of people are applauding one little hiss
doesn't go far. Public taste is pretty bad (I use the
word with all humility) but managers don't often give
good stuff.
The way little theatres outside the West
End ring are pioneering is a good sign and there is no
doubt that people are encouraging these managements.
AMERICAN
PEAYS IN
LONDON.

One often hears of men who go to Africa
to slay elephants, lions and lesser game
and of others who try motoring from
one end of the continent to the other. Then people
like Mr. Alan Cobham fly about it from one week to
another. I met another type the other day. A man
I know has just booked his passage to the Cape from
whence he will go to Zululand to paint and draw Zulus
on their native heaths. This involves living in a Zulu
village in a most primitive way. This is his second
expedition ; he spent a large part of last year out there
and some of the work which resulted was extremely
refreshing. The Zulu in Zululand is a magnificent
fellow physically and the colours which nature supplies
for backgrounds are marvellous. My friend was
received in audience by King Solomon, the present
ruler, who seems to be a very enlightened monarch.
There are many discomforts about such an enterprise
and as far as I can gather, reptiles are the worst. The
Black Mamba must be a peculiarly unpleasant fellow
to meet when all you are armed with is a roll of
drawing paper.
PAINTING
ZUEUS

*

*

*

*

IS THIS NEW ? Some scribes and clerks were drilling the
other day at their Territorial Head
quarters when the SergeantInstructor begged them
to grasp their rifles firmly—" remember they're not
fountainpens.''

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address.
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West Indian Cricket.
TRINIDAD EN FETE.

" rpODGERS'S could do it when it liked," and so
I can Trinidad, especially when there is a Cricket
Team touring the Islands. Fine scenery, noble trees,
gorgeous flowers,
generous spaces, firstrate
roads,
beautiful women, openhanded hospitality, what more
do you want ? But there are other attractions. You
can bathe on the west coast to your body's content
in the sea with water with the chill off, calm and placid;
or on the east coast and be bowled over by a fight
against the rollers coming in with foaming crests before
the N.E. Trades blowing fresh and free. You can
charter your boat and your fisherman
and try for
tarpon and other big fish : the bay is full of them.
And there is dancing, lawn tennis and bridge, and
everywhere the insidious cocktail; and, perhaps the
greatest attraction to a visitor to a tropical country,
no mosquitoes. They have been routed out.
Take a drive round the Savannah of an evening and
say where in the world you know of a fairer scene, and
a more enjoyable temperature. Later on you could
go to see tire Review, Punch, got up by amateurs for
charitable purposes, with much fun and music. The
cricketers were lending a hand there, indeed two hands
apiece, for the M.C.C. Jazz Band did a turn, Astill on
on the piano, Major Tennyson on the drums and Collins
on some weird instrument, and mirabile dictu, the
M.C.C. Committee was also helping, for there was Mr.
H. D. Swan conducting with great vigour and also
doing a turn of his own to the refrain of " I was the
first man in," in which he assured us that history was
all wrong, that he had brought a Team to play the
Caribs long before Columbus, and that the First
" Pitch " was upon the " Lake."
An Eleven of the Marylebone Cricket Club is playing
the Trinidad Eleven in two matches, and as a grand
finale the West Indian Eleven in a Test Match,
and there are no half measures where cricket is
concerned on such an occasion. An M.C.C. team
has not been to the West Indies for nearly 15 years,
and as meantime the West Indian team has shown
what it has risen to by coming home and nearly beating
an Eleven of England at Scarborough, there is
good cause for such universal interest, and exuberant
enthusiasm. Never have we come across enjoyment
more pronounced and excited than in this beautiful
ground of the Queen's Park Cricket Club. Every
incident, important or not, is loudly cheered, and
very impartially though naturally with a slight leaning
to the West Indian team. There are plenty of covered
stands at varying prices, and the progress of the game
is admirably displayed on the telegraph boards. Who
are the batsmen and how many runs they have got,
who are the bowlers, so that match cards are quite
unnecessary. The Stands are crowded with both
sexes and all races, and handmaids with ices and tea
and cool drinks are always at hand to respond
to orders. Rather different to the old potman in his
white apron, who once perambulated Lord's, with his
" Give your orders, Gents !"
The wicket is of matting, laid over a prepared clay
surface ; the matting is removed every night and the
clay surface slightly sprinkled with water in the
morning, and during the four days of the Test Match
nothing seemed to affect it ; it was the same wicket
from start to finish, so the game may be regarded as
affected by luck to the slightest possible degree. If
ever you get a chance of playing on the Queen's Park
Ground, seize it. But you must learn its ways and its
wiles. As the English cricketers told us, " She takes
a lot of spin," and what we specially noticed was the
large number of batsmen who made double figures,

but of small amounts. They appeared to be well in,
and then out they went. It looked as if perpetual
care and watchfulness is necessary. Still, it must be
a fair batsman's wicket for 1,100 runs to be scored on
it; but not an altogether easy one, for the English
score of 320 is a " record." The ground has a bad
reputation for catching; possibly the surrounding
trees make it difficult to judge the strength of the hit;
however, in the Test Match the English catching was
excellent and two longleg catches by W atson and
Kilner were a treat to witness. Another noticeable
peculiarity about the run getting was the large
proportion of runs made to leg ; for some bowlers
two long legs were necessary.
The fast bowlers were not effective. Francis and
John met with nothing like the success they did at
home. Root plugged away steadily, but without the
swerve, and Hammond kept an end up patiently, but
the medium and slow bowlers were evidently the
dangerous ones; Astill especially; and his final
performance of six wickets went far towards the M.C.C.
Team's success. As to batting, there were two admir
ably patient innings by Holmes, who had been far from
well in the earlier matches, well backed up by
Hammond, a great favourite with the crowd, and
Watson, a gallant hitting effort by Tiger Smith, and
two innings by Captain J ameson that impressed us
much. And on the other side two classically correct
displays by the captain, Austen, some brilliant hittings
by Brown, and a most finished innings by St. Hill;
perhaps the distinguishing feature of the game.
The excitement was kept alive throughout, and
when the M.C.C. went in after lunch on the fourth day
with 238 to get in 4£ hours (nominal, but much reduced
by constant interruptions for the supply of water to
the thirsty cricketers, and unnecessarily long delays for
the scrupulous placing of each fieldsman on a particular
blade of grass), there were many who thought the
visitors could not do it. But they had not calculated
on the stolidity of the AngloSaxon temperament, or
the tactics of the old campaigner, Smith, who
struck to purpose whilst the iron was hot, so from
being some way behind the clock whilst Holmes and
Mr. Dales wore down the bowlers they were ahead of
it when the last, the extra, half hour that had been
agreed on beforehand, but unfortunately not published,
was entered on. Then ensued a display of bad tactics
and poor cricket. The fast bowlers slammed the ball
down so as to ricochet over the batsmen's heads with
no result, and Brown was put on to bowl leg drivel
with seven men on the leg side, resulting in 14 runs in
one over. It was a pity ; good bowling might have
made a difference of one, perhaps two, more wickets,
and looked as if the West Indians were " rattled."
However, it was the only regrettable incident in
a most interesting and fairly played match ; and the
M.C.C. are to be complimented on having gauged with
very fair accuracy the sort of team that was wanted.
Both on and off the field we heard nothing but the best
opinions of Mr. Calthorpe and his team, and it was
pleasant to notice the friendliness of the two teams
towards each other. So cricket has again done some
thing to strengthen the Imperial chain, and Trinidad
has surely whetted the appetites of cricketers for
another visit.
(The Times).
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How to get "The

Dragon."

those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
/ year 8J-, 6 months 4/-, 3 months 2/-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs
Canterbury.
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How to Apply for a Job.
BY MAJOR F. K. HARDY, D.S.O.

Army Educational Corps.
NUMBER of books, giving advice as to the best
In certain better paid posts the address from which
way of making an application for employment,
a letter is sent and the paper on which it is written
have been published in America, but I have not met
undoubtedly influence employers in the selection of
with any such books published in this country. Those
candidates for employment.
American books are interesting, but the advice they
It is imperative that the letter should be posted as
give, though sound, is not entirely applicable to British
soon as possible after the publication of the paper.
conditions. So, for the benefit of N.C.O.'s and men
The delay of a day may be fatal. It is not unusual for
who will be leaving the Colours shortly, I will attempt
five hundred letters to be received in answer to an
to give some words of advice.
advertisement for a desirable post; hence the odds
To the uninitiated it may seem that there is nothing
are against anyone whose application is not received
to learn about applying for a job, but there is a lot.
in the first few batches. An employer does not care
Approximately one in every fifty of the population of
to hold over his decision many hours, let alone days.
these Islands is out of work, so that competition to
If the written application meets with approval, a
obtain employment is very fierce and consequently
personal interview is required. I will treat this and
the man who can " show off " his capabilities well
the personal application referred to above, together.
has an enormous advantage.
In these interviews the applicant has to rely on himself
Speaking broadly, application for employment is
entirely, so it is essential that he makes up his mind
made by :—
beforehand what he intends to say ; in fact he must
(a) Inserting an advertisement in the " Situations
rehearse the interview. Personal appearance counts
wanted " columns of a newspaper. This method
for much, so the applicant should be alert and business
is not recommended as few employers can spare
like as possible. He should be scrupulously clean in
the time to scan these columns.
person and his clothes, no matter how old they may
(b) Registering one's name at recognised Employment
be, should be well brushed and tidy. A downatheel
bedraggled man handicaps himself unnecessarily.
Bureau.
It is of course essential to register
at the Labour Exchange and very advisable
Naturally a man should dress according to the job he
to register with every available association or
seeks ; a man who dresses like a bricklayer will have
little hope of a job as a clerk and vice versa. If the
bureau which can assist in finding employment.
Agencies which charge fees should be avoided
interview takes place in a room the applicant
must take off his hat before entering ; soldiers are
unless something in their favour is known. Do
apt to forget this custom. The applicant should avoid
not be satisfied with registration but continue
being nervous ; he should try and impress the
the search for work unceasingly.
employer with the fact that he is confident and capable
(c) Answering advertisements which appear in the
of doing the work. All questions should be answered
" Situations vacant" columns of newspapers.
briefly and civilly. Unnecessary talk should be
I will deal with this at length, later.
avoided ; it is not called for and may give the
(d) Personal application to foremen and others
applicant away. In most trades the man will he set
authorised to take on hands. I will have some
to some task to test his ability and value. He should
remarks to make on this when dealing with
get to work in a businesslike and confident way.
personal interviews.
Hesitation or lack of confidence will attract un
To turn to the application written in response to
favourable comment, and may be disastrous.
an advertisement in a newspaper. These advertise
In conclusion do not be misled by the old saying
ments, by the way, appear in the greatest number and
variety on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays,
" All things come to him who waits " ; good employ
ment only comes to those who have the wits and the
which seem to be the best days in the week for
energy to find it, and to impress employers with their
obtaining employment. Great care must be exercised
in writing the letter of application, because on that
suitability.
letter—and that alone—will the applicant be judged
as being worthy of further attention. It would be no
harm to practice such letters, as it is essential to picture
the type of man and his qualifications, likely to be
required by the employer. The applicant should, if
HE first reunion dinner of the 7th (S) Battalion
he has those qualifications, bring them out clearly and
The Buffs, was held at the Bedford Head
concisely in his letter, carefully avoiding any super
Hotel, Tottenham Court Road, Saturday, February
fluous information. Remember that, if the job is
20th and proved a huge success. Twenty officers and
worth having, the employer will receive several hundred
seventysix other ranks were present with Major R. T.
applications and naturally will consider more readily
MonierWilliams a popular Chairman. Captain A.
those applicants whose letters set out their
Whitmarsh ably proposed the toast to " The King "
qualifications briefly, clearly and logically.
and Major R. W. Keown " The Buffs." Major Keown
Unless the advertisement asks for the salary
took us from the old Purfleet days right to the end of
required, no mention should be made of it in the letter.
the war. This roused tremendous enthusiasm, for his
This can be done later if the application meets with
speech was punctuated by exclamations from the
approval. In any case it is wisest to let the employer
gentlemen present as they recalled the various events
make the first move ; the applicant may undervalue
which occurred. The speech mainly concerned the
his services, or he may ask too much, and so be passed
7th Battalion, but the parent body was not forgotten.
over. Similarly, unless called for, testimonials should
Captain Scott made a suitable reply and did not forget
not be forwarded, except possibly in the case of a chit
to mention the fact " Once a Buff always a Buff "
from an officer which may prove that the applicant is
which brought plenty of applause.
the man for the job. In no circumstances should
It was unanimously agreed that next year's reunion
original testimonials be sent;
copies are quite
dinner should take place on the third Saturday in
sufficient. Whenever possible these copies should be
February and all interested in the event please take
typewritten ; on no account should they be printed.
note of Hon. Secretary's address :—
Printed testimonials give a bad impression as they
Major R. W. Keown, 20 Hillside Gardens, High
savour too much of. the babu or the professional
gate, N. 6.
applicant.
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Matters of Interest.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE COURSES FOR ARMY OFPICERS.

Arrangements have been made for courses of study
in foreign languages for Army Officers, commencing
on 1st October next. These comprise a six months'
course in Chinese, and five months' courses in Turkish
and Arabic, at the School of Oriental Studies, Finsbury
Circus, B.C., and five months' courses in Bulgarian,
Modern Greek and Czech at King's College, Strand,
W.C. The object of the courses is to enable officers to
master the rudiments of a language before proceeding
abroad for the purpose of further study.
The Army Order which makes this announcement
states that the situation as regards the number of
officers studying foreign languages still remains un
satisfactory. To be eligible to attend a course,
an officer must hold a permanent commission in the
Regular Army : and his previous record, educational
and military, must be such as to justify expenditure on
further education. Preference will be given to
candidates who are unmarried and under 30 years of
age.
OBLIGATIONS OF ARMY OFFICERS ATTENDING COURSES
OF INSTRUCTION.

An Army Order states that officers taking the
course for Royal Engineers at Cambridge University,
the Staff College course, and the course for Royal Army
Ordnance Corps officers, will be required to sign an
honourable undertaking to continue to serve in the
Army, after completion of the course, for a minimum
period of five years. In the case of officers taking the
course at the London School of Economics, the period
is three years.
The fact that an officer has signed such an
undertaking will not preclude the Army Council from
releasing him from his obligation should the circum
stances justify his release ; but an officer who receives
permission to resign his commission before the
expiration of the period for which he undertakes to
continue to serve after completion of a course will be
required to join the Regular Army Reserve of Officers.
Officers who take the electrical and mechanical
course for R.E. officers ; the course on civil railways
for R.E. Officers; the course for R. Corps of Signals
officers at Cambridge University ; the course for R.A.S.C.
(Mech. Trans.) officers at civilian works ; and the
language course for officers in China and Japan will
not be required to sign an undertaking to continue
to serve after completion of a course.
The sanction
of the Army Council will not.be given, however, to
their retiring with less than 15 years' service.
The provisions of this Army Order will not apply
to officers who have already undergone any of
the above courses or who have already begun one of
these courses at the date of this Army Order. Such
officers will continue to be bound by the conditions
existing at the date onfwhich they began the course.
ENUMERATION OF ARMY CORPS.

A new Royal Warrant has been issued, replacing
the 1916 Warrant, declaring what bodies of the Military
Forces are Corps for the purposes of the Army Act
and Reserve Force Acts. Among the many changes
which have taken place in the intervening period are
the formation of the Army Educational Corps, Army
Dental Corps and Indian Corps of Clerks. Besides
these, several Irish Regiments have been disbanded,
various Cavalry Regiments amalgamated, Yeomany
Corps disbanded or converted, and certain Wartime
Corps have disappeared. The new Warrant gives
effect to all these changes.

WORK FOR EXSOEDIERS.

Last month 116 students completed their training
at the Army Vocational Training Centres, Hounslow
and Catterick, and were formally discharged from the
Army on the termination of their Colour Service. Of
this number, 95 obtained employment in civil life on
the completion of their training, some going to
carpentry, bricklaying, painting and decorating, and
upholstery and others to fitting and turning, motor
and electrical work, market gardening, general farming
and half a dozen other forms of employment.

PHYSICAL EFFIENCY OF ARMY RECRUITS.

Running and Jumping Tests.
A series of tests has been evolved in the Army with

a view to indicating the physical efficiency of the
recruit. In addition to ordinary physical training by
exercises and gymnastics there will be " field tests "
in which marks will be assigned according to the
soldier's times and distances in running, jumping,
striding and heaving a 16 lb. shot. A fixed number of
marks must be gained by the soldier to reach the
various grades of fitness in each of these field tests ;
e.g., to attain " standard " a recruit must either obtain
40 in each test or, should he fail in any test, an average
of 50 and similarly in the other grades laid down,
except that to reach " 1st Class " or " Special " he is
not required or expected to reach this grade in every
test.
The " physical efficiency " classification of the
individual will be found by taking the average of the
points or marks gained in each test. In the case of
a recruit, the test will ordinarily be one mile at the end
of the first month's training, two miles at the end of
the second month and three miles on completion of his
first three months' training. All the tests, whether
field tests or tests as to weight and physical develop
ment, are so designed that the results can be shewn on
a simple chart ; and it is believed that such a chart
will tend to create interest and incentive to
improvement in the recruit himself. The tests and
charts will be taken into general use at all depots which
have an instructor of the Army Physical Training
Staff.
KENT COUNTY CRICKET CLUB.

Coaching at Easter, 1926.
Classes for a limited number of boys will again be
held at Canterbury and Tonbridge, commencing
Monday, April 19th, and ending on Friday, April 30th.
25/ at Canterbury. 42/ at Tonbridge.
Hours at Canterbury (weather permitting) :—
2.30 p.m. to 5. 0 p.m.
,,
,, Tonbridge (Wet or Fine) :—
10.15 a.m. to 1. 0 p.m.
2. 0 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.
Preference will be given to Boy Members or sons of
Members in 1925, over the age of 14 ; priority given
to those qualified for Kent.
Qualification is birth or two years' residence in the
County.
Applications, with remittance, giving Applicant's
full name and address, age and school, and stating if
batsman or bowler, should be sent on or before April
1st, to—
L. H. W. Troughton, Court Lodge, Bishopsbourne,
Nr. Canterbury.
A Notice will be sent as to time of practice for each
boy.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
Membership reaches Three Figures.
F the three matches played since
the last issue of The Dragon, the
Society have won one and lost two,
beating the Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regt. by 8 matches to 7 and
losing to Shorncliffe Garrison by 12
matches to 2 and to Hythe by
9 matches to 2. Full results aie
given later.

O

NEW MEMBERS.

The following list of new mem
bers should be added to those already
published :—
Colonel F. K. Essell, C.M.G.
Lt.Colonel C. E. Baynes.
Major A. Stuart Elmslie.
Captains E. H. Humpherus, J.
M. Pritchard, O.B.E.
Messrs. Geoffrey Daniell, S. Baker, V. R. Findlay,
H. R. Raikes, C. H. M. Brooke, R. J. ThorneThorne,
and E. P. C. Bruce.
On the 26th March, membership of the Society was
exactly one hundred.
THE SPRING MEETING.

One hundred and twenty circulars relating to the
Spring Meeting to be held at Folkestone on 22nd and
23rd April have been despatched to members and
others known to be interested ; and the Hon. Secretary
will be glad to hear as soon as possible from those
intending to be present. Briefly the arrangements are :
April 22nd : 18 holes medal play, and bogey
foursomes both under handicap ; and, con
currently with the former, a special competition
for those with a handicap of 12 and over. A special
General Meeting at 5.45 p.m., and a dinner
at 8 p.m., both to take place at the Wampach
Hotel, Folkestone.
April 23rd, match v. Folkestone Golf Club ;
sides to be as strong as possible, irrespective of
handicap.
The Agenda for the special General Meeting is :—
1. Hon. Secretary's report as published below.
2. Finance, with a special regard to taking one or
moie debentures in the Canterbury Golf Club, full
particulars of which have been despatched to all
members.
3. Matches for members with a handicap of 10 or
over.
4. Any other business.
Members wishing to bring any matter up at the
Meeting are asked to forward particulars to the Hon.
Secretary not later than April 15th.
HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT.

(1) Introduction.
Owing to the progress made by the Society, the
Committee having considered it desirable to "call a
Special General Meeting.
(2) Meetings.
Four meetings of the Committee have been held
since the Society was formed.
(2) Propaganda.
(a) Immediately following the formation of the
Society at Royal St. George's, Sandwich, on October
4th, 1925, the Committee published a provisional
pamphlet, some sixty copies of which were sent to those
who had participated at previous regimental meetings,
and to a few others who were known to be golfers. In
addition, some twentyfive copies were sent to London
and Kentish newspapers for review.

This initial propaganda resulted in the Society
gaining between thirty and forty members.
(b) On January 15th three hundred and fifty copies
of a revised edition were distributed amongst past and
present officers, the addresses of the former having
been kindly given to the Society by the Secretary of
the Past and Present Association, the Adjutant of the
4th Battalion, Mr. Gordon Lindley of the 8th Battalion
and others. Copies of this edition were also sent to
some fifty Golf Clubs situated in Kent, with a request
that the brief announcement relating to the Society
which accompanied it might be placed on their
respective notice boards.
(c) The nett result of this publicity and some later
propaganda has been that, on the 26th March, 1925,
membership of the Society was exactly one hundred.
(d) The Committee still have in their possession the
names and addresses of some three hundred past officers
of the regiment who have not yet been approached.
The cost of sending a pamphlet to each of these would
amount approximately to ^9 ; and the Committee
will be glad to hear if it is the general wish for this
publicity to be resorted to, bearing in mind that the
addresses in question are at least five years old, the
majority having been kindly supplied by Major F. W.
Tomlinson from his records relating to the Historical
Records of the Buffs, 19141918 ; the others by
Captain B. Hammond Davies from old Territorial
records dating back many years.
(4) Fixtures.
(a) There has been no difficulty in arranging
fixtures,
and the number could undoubtedly be
enlarged upon. The Committee will, therefore, be
glad if members holding views in this respect will freely
express them.
(b) The Committee will also be glad to know if
members with a handicap of ten or more would
like some special matches arranged for them.
(c) There has been some similarity in the teams
which have, so far, represented the Society in its
matches. This is for the greater pait due to the fact
that few of the long handicap members, doubtless from
modesty, have applied for places. The Committee
are anxious that such players should take part in the
Society's matches, in which there is always room for
a fair proportion of long handicap players, as this can
easily be catered for by cooperating with the Secretary
of the opposing side.
(5) Competitions.
(a) A special Competition for those with a handicap
of 12 and over has been introduced for the Easter
Meeting; the Committee will be glad to know if
it is the general wish to have a similar competition at
the Autumn Meeting.
(b) The Committee will also be glad to hear
if members are still in favour of the Past v.
Present match and the triangular contest between the
Home Battalion, Territorials and The Rest taking
place at the Autumn Meeting.
(6) Handicaps.
It is necessary to point out that there are still a
considerable number of members of the Society without
recognised handicaps : the Committee, therefore, make
an earnest appeal that Rule VII. may be complied
with.
(7) Colours.
An apology is due to those to whom regimental ties
of a wrong colour have been supplied. The source of
supply has now been changed, it is hoped success
fully, and ties may now be obtained from the Secretary
at a costjof 5/ post free.
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(8) Record Album.
The album iu which the records of the Society will
be kept and which will be on view at the Spring
Meeting, has been presented by MajorGeneral Sir A.
Lynden Bell, K.C.B.. K.C.M.G., Col. W. H. Trevor,
D.S.O., and Captain H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O. The
Committee will be glad to have suggestions from
members as to the makeup and contents of the intro
ductory page.
(9) Finance.
(a) The following is the Balance Sheet of the
Society struck on March 17th ; and kindly audited
by Mr. G. Parish, Manager of Barclay's Bank.
Receipts.
£ s. d.
93 subscriptions at 10/ 46 10 0
1

at 10/6 0 10

6

1 17

0

Sale of Ties

£48 17

Expenditure.
£ s.
Major F. W. Tomlinson,
Bal. due on 1925 Regt.
Meeting
...
...
3 10
Gouldens Ltd., stationery 15
Gibbs & Sons, printing
and stationery
... 12 19
Hon. Sec., P. & P. Ass.
regtl. ties
1 16
Hon. Sec. postage, tele
phone, Army
List
envelopes, etc.
...
8 9
Balance Credit
... 20 16

6

d.
6
9
6
0
0
9

£48 17

(b) The cost of printing, stationery and postage
may appear high, but the policy of the Committee has
been to leave no stone unturned towards obtaining as
many members as possible.
(9) Non-Playing Members.
The thanks of the Society is due to those who have
so kindly supported it as nonplaying members ; also
to Mr. G. E. Parish, Manager of Barclay's Bank,
Canterbury Branch, for auditing the accounts.
Members intending to be present at the
Spring Meeting are asked to notify the Hon.
Secretary as soon as possible.
MATCH RESULTS.

v. Shorncliffe Garrison at Hythe on February 28th.
The Society met with a somewhat severe reverse in
this match, but a study of the results shows that, in the
majority of the matches, the margin of victory was
small. Both the weather and the course were at their
best.
The Buffs Golfing Society.
Col. W. H. Trevor
Capt. C. E. A. Terry ...
R. M. Bourne
Lt.^Col. E. B. Burns ...
Major J. V. R. Jackson
W. C. Collins
Lt.Col. F. BradleyDyne
Capt. B. Hammond Da vies
Capt. D. Coote (halved)
Col. J. Body ...
Trevor and Terry
Bourne and Burns (2 up)
Jackson and Collins ...
Dyne and Da vies (3 & 2)
Coote and Body

SINGLES.

Shorncliffe Garrison.

0 Capt. W. M. Ozanne (2 & 1)
0 Major Casement (2 up)
0 Capt. Proctor (1 up) ...
0 Lt. Wood (3 & 2)
0 Lt.Col. S, Knox Gore (1 up)
0 Major Young (6 & 5) ...
0 Lt.Col. Canny (2 & 1)
0 Capt. Lawson (4 & 2)
0 Major Wells (halved)
0 Major Kreyer (2 & 1)
FOURSOMES.
... 0 Ozanne and Casement (2 & 1)
1 Proctor and Wood
... 0 Knox Gore and Canny (5 & 3)
... 1 Young and Lawson ...
... 0 Wells and Kreyer (4 & 2)

v. Queen's Own R.W.K. Regiment on March 13th.
The Society is indebted to Mr. M. Creswick for the
following remarks relating to this most enjoyable
match:—
Through the , courtesy of Prince's Golf Club,
Sandwich, the Society played the Queen's own R.W.
Kent Regiment on Saturday, March 13th. A keenly
contested match resulted in a win for the Buffs by
eight matches to seven.

The weather was in good form, whilst the course
was perfection, and the only thing which was apt to
cause occasional depression were the numerous hazards
(the number of bunkers is said to exceed 400) that
proved a trap for the unwary. At this wonderful
seaside course distance is important, but direction even
more so. Deviate from the right line and the obstacles
that stand in the way are legion.
The Greens were very true, once the numerous
undulations had been allowed for, but they were very
fast. A touch and the ball would shoot past the pin,
so that putting was of rather a ragged nature until
both sides had found the right strength.
Major G. E. Wingfield Stratford and Captain C. F.
Battye were too good for the Buffs leading couple both
in singles and foursomes, but Colonel W. H. Trevor and
R. M. Bourne equalized matters and paved the way for
the Buffs' tail to snatch a victory by the narrow margin
of one game.
The match was ten aside, and the Buffs led on the
Singles by six matches to four. But the West Kents
did not give in without a fight
and succeeded in
winning three of the five foursomes in the afternoon.
A press photographer ' Shot' both sides as they
drove off from the First tee, and may incidentally have
had a great effect on the result, for it so demoralised
one of our opponents that he drove his ball exactly
six inches. This match finished on the 18th.
Here are the full results :—

A. G. Goodall ...
...
...
Col. W.H.Trevor,D.S.O., (3 & 2)
R. M. Bourne (5 & 3)
...
Capt. C. E. A. Terry
Lt.Col. E. B. Burns (1 up) ...
Major J. V. R. Jackson
...
Capt.B.HammondDavies(4 & 3)
Lt.Col.F.BradleyDyne (5 & 4)
Col. J. Body, D.S.O. (3 & 2)

0
1
1
0
1
0
1
1
1

The Queen's Own R.W. Kent Rgt.
Maj. G. E WingfieldStratford
(5 & 4)
1
Capt. C. F. Battye (3 & 2) ... 1
Lt.Col.H.B.BuchananDunlop 0
Lt.Col. B.J. Johnstone
... 0
Col. H. S. Bush (3 & 2)
... 1
Major N. I. Whitty ...
... 0
Col. R. LynchWhite (5 & 4)
1
Capfc A. C. McDonald
... 0
Brig.Gen. P. M. Robinson ... 0
Col. C. Bonham Carter
... 0

Creswell and Goodall
Trevor and Bourne (5 & 4)
Terry and Burns
...
J ackson and Davies ...
Dyne and Baird (6 & 4)

0
1
0
0
1

Stratford and Battye (2 & 1)
Dunlop and Johnstone
...
Bush and Whitty (3 & 2)
...
White and McDonald (2 & 1)
Robinson and BonhamCarter

The
M. Creswick

...
...
...
...

1
0
1
1
0

v. Hythe at Hythe on March 21st.
As to the conditions prevailing on this day, when
the Society met with a severe reverse, it is sufficient
to say that, when telephoning the results to The Times,
the Sporting Editor on hearing that the match had
taken place at Hythe, sent his condolences to all who
had taken part in it, mentioning that, during the after
noon, a message had been received by that paper from
the Majestic in midchannel that the waves were
funnel high. Anyone who has ever played at Hythe
in an easterly gale of this kind knows of the intense
cold and difficulties that such conditions bring.
The results of the day's play were as follows :—
The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor
H. F. Whitfield
R. M. Bourne
Lt.Col. E B. Burns
W. C. Collins
Lt.Col. F. BradleyDyne
Capt. B. HammondDavies
(2 up)
8. Brig.Gen. R. M. McDouall
(3 & 2)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hvthe.
0 W. H. Mee (l'up)
0 H. A. Dickins (5 & 4)
0 J. P. Barnett (4 & 2) ...
0 W. R. LynevSmith (5 & 4)
0 F. Robins (7 & 5)
0 S. F. R. Hulbert (3 & 1)

1

F. D. McMillan

1

C. S. Golding

0

Mee and Dickins (3 & 2)
...
Barnett and LyneSmith (2 up)
Robins and Hulbert (halved)
McMillan and Golding (2
1)

1
1
0
1

Trevor and Whitfield
0
Bourne and Burns
0
Collins and Dyne (halved) ... 0
Hammond Davies and McDouall 0
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The 1st Battalion.
rn H IS month has
J_
been one of trial
and tribulation for some
and a round of festivities
for others. Six officers
presented themselves for
the Staff College Exam
ination, Capts. Wilkins,
Wood, Wale, Marshall
and Eieuts. Milton and
Fox. For seven days
they
wrestled
with
papers containing ques
tions on every conceiv
able subject ; the results
will not be out until the
end of June. We wish them the very best
of luck in their efforts.
In the world of sport we won the Garrison
Hockey Cup, the battalion team remaining
undefeated—a very fine
record.
Many
congratulations ! Unfortunately, in the semi
finals of the Garrison Football Cup, we were
beaten by the Staff and Departments, rather
unfortunate, as we possess a very good side
indeed.
We have not been able to turn out as
many in the hunting field as we did in the
beginning of the season, owing to the Staff
College examination and company training
which is now in full swing. I doubt very
much if we shall get many more days hunting
owing to the state of the ground, which has
become hard as iron from the sun. We have
had practically no rain to speak of this month
—perfect weather—bright, warm, sunny days
like June at home.
Mr. Wilson and Mr. Dewar joined us on
March 10th ; all are very pleased to see Mr.
Wilson back in the fold once more. Both
have been seen with a long list and a pocket
full of cards, setting out in the afternoons to
pay their calls on the Garrison—a large task
in Gibraltar.
Speculation is rife as to the station we
shall be sent to in India. Poona heads the
list at present. I am not sure whether hats
will be thrown into the sea or not at the
prospect of going to India, as they most
certainly would if we had been detailed for
Egypt after the happy memories we have of
Egypt last year.
Football.
It was most unfortunate that the team should have
chosen the semifinal of the Governor's Cup to have
their real " off " day of the season. This was what
happened, Staff and Departments beating %us][3—0
in a^game where we bombarded their goal for three
quarters of the time, but could not score. No doubt

the fact that several of our leading players had been
playing football and hockey for over a fortnight on end
caused the side to go on to the field
" stale."
However, there is no real excuse ; we lost this match,
our first defeat of the season. L/Cpls. Lewis, Lee,
J ames and Pte. Turner have represented the Army and
the Garrison against the Atlantic Fleet.
This season sees the breaking up of our Football
Team; scarcely one member will leave the Rock
with the Battalion. Consequently the remainder of
the season is being spent in trying out new players to
see what material we have for next year. There seems
every prospect that a good .side will be put into the
field next year; the material is with us, anyhow.
The Harris Shield Football Shield was won by
"E 14" who did not lose a match. "A" Company
were second, losing one and "B" Company third, losing
two. There were no draws this year, every match
being won outright.
Battalion Hockey.
The Battalion Hockey Team won the Garrison
InterUnit Hockey Cup without losing a match. As
all Friendly Matches were won as well, we have had
a very successful season.
The following were selected for the Garrison versus
the Fleet and won 5—2 :—Bds. Boot, L/Cpl. Lewis,
Lieut. Williams, Capt. Willows, Cpl. Ayliffe, C.S.M.
Farrow. Lieut. Fox was selected, but was unable to
play.
We played the new arrivals on the Rock, The 2nd
Suffolks and won 3—2, after a very good game.
L/Cpl. Lewis, Bds. Boot and Cpl. Ayliffe are not
likely to be with the Battalion next season and they
will be a big loss to the Team. These have played for
the Garrison. Cpl. Ayliffe has been very successful
scoring goals and L/Cpl. Lewis has been one of the
best backs the Battalion have had for some time.
The following are the results of the League Matches
during the Season and Friendly Matches since last
month :—
LEAGUE MATCHES.

Buffs

v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.

1st Suffolks
E.T.C
Medium Brigade
Heavy Battery R.A. ...
Staff and Departments
Royal Naval Department
Royal Engineers
Total
FRIENDLY MATCHES.

Buffs

v.
v.

2nd Suffolks
H.M.S. Curacoa

Goals.
For Againstg
4
2

3
4
6
9
15
43
Goals.
For. Against^
3
2
3
0

"A" COMPANY.
If by any chance the usual cheerfulness of these notes seems
damped, you must accept my apologies and I will try to explain the
reason.
The principal thing that is causing me worry is the introduction of
the new rifle course. I have just finished reading and inserting the
amendments into the old score books, and I have come to the con
clusion that to retain my title of ExBung, I shall have to pray every
night that the people doing the marking remember that they
are markers, not a Signal Section waving flags about.
My next worry is the fact that the young class of drummers are
still accommodated with their own Company, and the result is that
whilst I am trying to write these notes, some worthy individuals are
letting forth a series of noises, squeaks and bangs, much to my
amusement.
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The last one is that I am really grieved to think that "B" Company
have already purchased the cleaning gear for the " Harris Shield'' as
they notified us in last month's Dragon because I think it will be
a dead loss to them.
I have not got a great deal to write about and the account of the
sports will be found separate.
Mention must be made of the excellent result made by "A"
Company in the " Harris Shield" cross country running. The team
had to compose of 30 and 25 had to count. We obliged by coming in
first just by way of a change, and no doubt a fuller account
will appear under the Battalion notes.
We finished our Company training by a week's bridging and raft
making, and some of the lads could not resist the temptation of falling
into the water. They were all charged next morning with (1) Quitting
the ship without permission ; (2) Irregular Conduct, i.e., attempting
to convert themselves into mermaids, and the last one old " Drummy "
put in " Consuming and attempting to waste more water than the
standard as laid down in Fortress Orders."
The Company welcome " Cherbie Watts " back into the fold. The
hospital have finally let him go, although he is still obliged to hobble
about with a stick. We wish him a speedy recovery, so that he can
enter civilian life in a fit condition.
Well, I believe I had better conclude these notes and I should like
Jack Fielder and Company to picture me as I pray tonight to enable
me to retain the title of
" EX BUNG."

Company and Platoon Sports.
FRIENDLY EVENTS.
Football:—
"A" v. H.M.S. Furious. "A" won 9—2.
"A" v. Machine Gunners. "A" won, 5—1.
2nd XI. v. R.A.M.C. Draw, 1—0.
"A" v. "C" "A" won, 4—2.
"A" v. "E 23." "A" won, 1—0.
HARRIS SHIELD EVENTS.
Football:—
"A" v. "B" "V won, 3—0.
GOVERNOR'S CUP.
Hocbey -—
"A" v. 6th Battery, R.A. "A" lost, 4—2.
LUCAS SHIELD EVENTS.
Bayonet Fencing -—
1 v. 4. No. 4 won.
2 v. 3. No. 2 won.
2 v. I. No. 2 won.
3 v. 4. No. 3 won.
Poi.its to date for Harris Shield are : —"C" Cov., 21 points ; "A"
Cov., 20 points: "B" Cov., 18 points; "E 14" Coy., 15 points
and the other Companies cause us no anxiety.

Things we want to know.
Is Foster opening a fish shop and who caught the nine ? Was it
Card ?
Does Wade still go in foi it ?
Will No. 2 Platoon be sorry to lose Crust and his bugle ?
What will Finnis look like with a side drum ?
What is the lump on D.D.'s neck ?
Why did Wade move his ' lawn ?'
Who was the N.C.O. who put a pass in for the 29th of February,
and is he of the civilian variety ?
Whether the new Rifle Course is causing plenty of ' sweating'
amongst, the troops ?
Where does our famous ExFung make a draw in Friendly Notes.
2nd XI. v. R.A.M.C.. draw 1—0.

"B" COMPANY.
During the past month we have been fighting many battles on the
"Upper Rock," not to mention nothing about "Piequeting the Heights,"
At the time of writing, we have just completed " Company Training,"
and have settled down again to our usual duties. Most of the
company have taken over temporary staff billets because we have
had to find reliefs for "D" Company's employed.
We welcome Pte. Stnissions and L/Cpl. Bygraves back to the fold,
the latter from a course of education. He was looking well and
healthy ; we are wondering what they feed them on at Shorncliffe.
The CrossCountry Run for points towards the " Harris Shield " took
place on the 9th inst. The course was roughly five miles, but it is
very difficult here for crosscountry running, so it was mostly road
running. Oar team was as follows
Cpl. Brown, L/Cpls. Richard
son, Hunt Church, Humphrey, Hoy, Wyles, Ptes. Madden, Castle,
Thorne, Aldridge, Morris, Puttock, Williams, Jenden, L Moore,
Mummery, Howard, Morecroft, Langley, Porter, Lay, Wood, Patterson,
Morbley, Home, Mallett, Barnden, Humbles and James. Teams
were numbered to 30, with 25 to couut. We did exceedingly well in
obtaining third place and all our 30 finished.
"Well done, "B"."
The first
man home in the battalion was Pte. Maddon, who
was presented with a silver medal by the Commanding Officer.
I might add that he has achieved this success two years in succession.
(Well done, Chink).
A Smoking Concert was held on the 18th inst. in the Recreation
Room, the duties of M.C. being ably carried out by C.S.M. Terry.
Everyone enjoyed themselves, the concert being very successful and
we were pleased to have the officers in our midst.
The following is the programme :
1. MOUTH ORGAN AND WARBLE
PTE. BROWN AND TAYLOR
2. DUET
" Wimbledon Ho "...PTES. HUMBLE AND WAKELIN
3. SKETCH
" God Dam Guys "
CPL. BUTCHER, PTES. COUGLAN, BROWN AND MARRIOTT.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

SONG
" Midnight Express "
C.Q.M.S. DIXON
WHISTLING SOLO
L/CPL. HUNT AND PTE. TAYLOR
SKETCH
"A False Wire "
" THE ' ERBS' '
SONG
"Ragtime Wedding"
PTE. TAYLOR
SONG
" What'll I do "
SGT.
GOSS
SKETCH
" Treacle Duff"
CPL. BUTCHER, PTES. BROWN AND WAKELIN
INTERVAL.
10. BAYONET SWINGING
PTE. SMITH
11. CONJURING
PTES. MARRIOTT AND MOAT
12. SONG
"Eyes"
PTE. BROWN
13. SONG
" Pal of Mine "
SGT. GOSS
14. SKETCH
" Costers' Wedding "
CPL. BUTCHER, PTES. BROWN, HUMBLES AND WAKELIN
"GOD SAVE THE KING."
Pte. Marriott surprised us with his tricks and amused us. Pte.
Taylor and Marriot, G., in their turn entitled " The False Win,"
showed us how money could be easily made, and caused roars
of laughter. Pte. Brown and Cpl. Butcher also gave a verv humorous
turn ; Brown reminded us of " Pancho Villa'"
We owe great thanks to all who helped to make the evening a
pleasant one and we hope that we may have a few more.
We have played a few hockey and football matches off during the
month, and the results will be found in the usual place below.
"B" COMPANY V. "A" COMPANY (HARRIS SHIELD).
We met "A" Coy. on No. 2 ground, North Front, our team lined
up as follows :—Pte. Home (goal) ; Ptes. Thurlow and Moat (backs) ;
Ptes. Barnes, Morris and L/Cpl. Hoy (halfbacks) ; L/Cpl. Foreman,
Ptes. Ingram, Lenton, Hogben and Brown (forwards). We won the
toss and selected to kick with a slight wind. Play opened fast and
our opponents were dangerous. After ten minutes' play there was
a melee round our goal, but Home made a wonderful clearance.
Barnes sent Brown away, but he missed with inches wide. Half
time arrived with the score sheet blank. On the resumption, our
opponents were dangerous and Bones scored their first goal. Further
goals were scored against us, the final whistle blowing with 3—0 in
our opponents' favour.
"B" COMPANY V. "C" COMPANY (HARRIS SHIELD).
We met "C" Company on No. 2 ground, North Front, on the 28th
inst. Our team lined up as follows:—Pte. Home (goal) ; Ptes.
Thurlow and Moat (backs) ; Ptes. Barnes, Morris, and Puttock (half
backs) ; Pte. Tompsett, L/Cpl. Foreman, Ptes. Hogben, Richards and
Ingram (forwards). Our opponents won the toss and selected to
kick with a strong wind. Play opened fast and our opponents soon
made for our goal. Halftime arrived with the score sheet blank.
On the resumption, we soon made tracks for their goal. Ingram
made a fine run on the right, and passed to Foreman, who headed the
leather over the top. After thirty minutes play, Thurlow dribbled
past two opponents and passed to Tompsett, who scored our first
goal, beating Honeysett with a good shot. We had most of the game
in the second half and missed many chances of scoring. The final
whistle blew 1—0 in our favour.
"B" COMPANY V. "23" COMPANY (HARRIS SHIELD).
We met "23" in a hockey match on the 15th inst
Our
team proved to be the better side and won by three goals to
one. Pte. Thurlow scored two and Tompsett one.
"B" COMPANY V. "D" COMPANY (HARRIS SHIELD).
We met "D" Company on the 20th inst. in our third hockey match
and had to admit defeat to the tune of 4—1.
C.H.

Things we want to know.

Is Siki a raft building expert ?
Who was it said " You must use a Cork ?"
Is Chink going into partnership with Nodder ?
Is Munkus still saving Gunboat Packets ?
Who was the N.C.O. in the butts with a party of men who did not
know what he was there for ?
Is it true that " Chester " is going to be a Spanish Interpreter."

"C" COMPANY.
Cheerio ! Dragonites and others ! They that have beer—prepare
to drink it now", or in the words of the famous " Blinder"—" Bear
with me—my heart is in the guard room there with Dusty."
The Company having decided that I am the least worked person
in the company, I have received a request that I produce notes for
the " Dragon a'La Buffe." (Thank the powers they did not ask for
notes signed by J. Bradbury !).
My poor—very poor brain, is taxed to the limit and so I hasten to
apologise for the rubbish that I must submit to fulfil the demands
of the famous "C" Company. The old company is jogging along
quite well now, and were it not for the fact that we have only a couple
of guards, a few dozen spare fatigues and spare time parades, we would
be having quite a " cushy " time on the " Rock of Ages."
Our Senior Service has been with us for quite a time now
and really—my worthy Buffs—it is remarkable how many relations
our lads have serving aboard His Majesty's ships. Our worthy skipper
himself tops the list and I am sure that even the youngest band boy
has found a previously unknown relation since the fleet, has been in
harbour.
Our Skipper—Captain R. J. Tuke—and Lieut. Williams, our
company " Son of Mars " decided that they would like to become
sailors, and so they shipped aboard a lugger for ten days and now there
are several bets floating around the company to the effect that the
two worthy officers are advocating for a " Marine Company " in the
first battalion, but more about their trip later, as I have not been able
to inspect their diaries yet.
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Perhaps a few notes of the trip from the pen of our worthy editor
—your pardon—subeditor, will find their way into this number of
" The Dragon."
To repeat myself, lt is really remarkable how closely related
our company—nay—our battalion, is to the men that go to the sea
in ships !
If a man is late entering barracks now, it is only because he met
his cousin in town and of course he had to have one. Should a man
stagger as he enters barracks it is only because he has just met
a brother whom he had not seen for sixty years or so and the shock
has upset him. Should the ProvostSergeant give up his bed in the
Detention Room for a poor fellow—it is only because that poor lad
had a brother on board H.M.S. Neversink, and he has developed the
roll since he visited the aforementioned brother on board. In fact
the poor old A.F.B. 281 C.S.M.'s, Orderly Sergeants and a few spare
files are inclined to groan at the amount of ink and paper that is being
used whilst the fleet are in harbour.
C.S.M.'s and others did get a short rest whilst the fleet went out
fishing for ten days, but now that they have returned, the afore
mentioned W.O. Class I. and II. haVe learnt a new song that they sing
every morning—Sundays excepted, between 8.30 a.m. and 9 a.m.
The song referred to runs something like this :—
" Pte. Jones—escort and evidence !"
" Shun—right turn cap off!"
" Hair cut; take his name Orderly Sergeant!'
" Step smartly when you march in ; stand away from the table,
answer your name when it is called and say Sir!"
" Quick March ! Right wheel ! Halt ! Left turn !"
" Pte. Jones on the minor offence, Sir !"
Of course I do not know what all the foregoing means, but there is
quite a possibility that in the near future I shall (R.E.P.).
Now ! I suppose all the above piffle is boring you stiff and
so I guess I shall have to switch you on to the Sports Department
(Tel. 137).
Since our last notes we have only been able to play two games of
Soccer, the first a friendly between the company First Eleven and the
Second Eleven. The second match was against "B" Company in the
Harris Shield.

The first match ended in a victory for the company eleven, who
beat the ambitious second team by three goals to a duck's egg.
Hughes did the hat trick in this match and we raise our hats
accordingly. Space will not admit of the teams being entered here
and I trust that that will be understood.
Our second match—the Harris Shield event, was a keenly contested
game, and really comparison between the teams is unnecessary. At
halftime the scorer had not taken his hands out of his pockets and it
seemed that he would not have to do so during the secondhalf, but
when about seven minutes from time, our opponents sent our goalie
searching in the net for the ball and try as we did we could
not equalise and so we left the field the losers by the only goal scored.
Again I must apologise for not entering the teams here.
In the hockey world we have done a little. We met and defeated
H.Q.B. Team, Royal Suffolks, in the second round of the Garrison
Hockey Cup, a very clean and well contested game. Ayliffe made
a nice sweep ten minutes after the start of the secondhalf and scored
the only goal of the match. In the next round we should have met
"A" Company, Royal Suffolks, but for some unforseen reason they
chose to give us the match and so we were pitted against 11 Battery,
R.A. in the semifinal.
Owing to one of our best men—Lt. Williams—being away when
we played this match, it seemed that our team were not up to form,
but sufficient it is to say that the best team won that day by scoring
four goals whilst we only scored one.
It may be of interest to note that 11 Battery, R.A., won the Cup.
Of other sports I am afraid we have nothing to relate, but shortly
we hope to be making a splash in several directions, especially in the
water, so keep your eyes on "C."
Before closing these notes I should like to congratulate—on behalf
of our company—our C.S.M., who has recently had another to place
on the strength of his company. Rumour has it that it was a terrible
job to decide on a name for the son and heir, but all efforts have been
" Crowned." What a rum remark !
BUNG SHOT.
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Things we want to know.

Since my last notes were written, events have been slow. The
Battalion Boxing Team fought the Suffolks' Boxing Team, the result
being that the Buffs won, five points to three points. There were none
of our company boxers fighting, however, but L/Cpl. Sayer was held
iu readiness in case of a draw. Sgt. Gibson was well employed, getting
the men into the ring. Of course Sgt. Gibson is the chief stay of our
fighters, so people say.
During the month we held our company contests and you will
see by the following programme that we possess good talent if
only brought to a head, and now that Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O.,
(our skipper), has taken the matter of boxing in hand, we hope to put
forward a good team next time for the Harris Shield Boxing.

The weight of our Act. Company SergeantMajor's pack, or is he
suffering from sore shoulders ?
Who was it said " I can't read, but I have read one last night"
when asked to buy a Dragon ?
What does the word SILENCE mean ?
SEAMAN.

Boxing,
Referee : Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O.
Judges: Capt. F. A. G. E Marshall, D.S.O., M.B.R., M.C. ;
Lieut. P. R. H. Fox, M.C.
Time Keeper : Lt. G. Sankey.
M.C.: C.Q.M.S. Pratt.
Chief Whip : Sgt. Gibson.
FEATHERWEIGHTS.
Pte. Barton v. Pte. Bundock.
This was a good fight, Bundock winning, only to meet Pte. Pointer
in the Final to whom he lost.
Pte. Pointer v. Pte. Smissen.
Another good fight, but Pointer was the victor, and as stated above
met Pte. Bundock in the Final.
LIGHTWEIGHTS.
Pte. Cox v. Pte. Kmght.
Cox knocked Knight out and proved an easy winner.
Pte. Tutt v. Pte. Brown.
Brown won, but Tutt was a good loser. Brown having knocked
his thumb up, had to go sick, so he did not fight Pte. Cox in the next
round.
Pte. Pratt v. Pte. Mitchell.
Both received byes in the first round, then fought off. Pte. Pratt
was an easy winner and therefore had to meet Pte. Coxin the Final.
After a hard fight and plenty of punching on both sides, Pte. Cox won.
WELTERWEIGHTS.
Pte. Aslett v. L/Cpl. Long.
To see these two fighting,
any outsider would have thought
they were deadly enemies, the way they slogged into one another,
but after a while L/Cpl. Long settled down to a more slow and sure
pace and eventually won.
Pte. Sharp v. Pte. Walker.
This fight was perhaps the only fight of the evening that showed
a soldier's grit for sport. Walker was knocked down eight times, but
still ne got up and fought on. He was absolutely beat, but he stuck
his ground like a true soldier. Of course Sharp did not have it all
his own way. Oh dear no ! He got a few nasty blows from Walker's
gloves and a bit of force behind them as well. Pte. Sharp won this
fight and met Stevenson in the Final (who having received a bve in
the first round, beat his opponent, Pte. Taber, in the semifinal) and
after a good fight Stevenson won, but Pte. Sharp had fought well all
the evening.
MIDDLEWEIGHTS.
There were only two entered this weight, Pte. G. Smith and Pte.
Gates. Pte. Smith having a longer reach than Gates had an advantage
and he won on points, although he was out for a knockout punch, but
the opportunity never came his way.
I give below a list of the actual winners who are to receive Boxing
medals as soon as the medals arrive :—
Feather Weight:—Pte. Pointer.
Light Weight:—Pte. Cox.
Welter Weight:—Pte. Stevenson.
Middle Weight:—Pte. G. Smith.
Of course the runners up will get a prize of some sort later on.
At the close of the meeting the Major gave a few words away and
those Hooking on would have seen that he had enjoyed the evening
and I am sure if we all push a bit more we shall be able to have those
enjoyable nights more often. I know it will please our skipper, for his
heart and soul is in sport and I am sure some of the Companv do not
know it. Next month our Company Sports start and we hope* to have
a right royal time.
Company training is now in full swing and of course notes
for The Dragon should roll in every day, but they do not, and I cannot
say at present how the Company is enjoying company training part I.
I hear at times : " What an easy day ! Don't we do anything harder
than that ?" Let some of these coons wait a bit; they have only
just started.
Captain F. A. J. E Marshall and Lt P R H. Fox have been away
for a few days doing Staff College Exam, work and we all hope that
their labours have not been in vain.
L/Cpl. Hudson has returned from a Physical Training Course at
Aldershot with a first
class and we hope now to put our
Bayonet Fighting, Tug of War and CrossCountry Teams into action
again with a bit of P.T., etc.,
The Company Hockey Team have been doing very well of late,
having won two matches in succession, but I must not say too much
or else they will lose.
The following are on a I,oeal Vocational Course
L/Cpl. Parsons,
Pte. Beal, Pte. Ayler and Pte Sones We shall be losing them in the
near future and we hope they will all have success on their course, for
it is hard to settle down to civilian life once more.

Final Inter-Company Football (Replay).
"E 14" v. "C" COMPANY 1ST SUFFOLKS.
This game was spoilt by a very strong, irregular wind. For the
first ten minutes, our forwards bombarded the Suffolk's goal, and
Lee, Lewis and Brookes did everything but score. The game became
reversed and there was a scramble around our goal. About three
minutes before half time the Suffolks were given a free kick and owing
to a crowd in front of the goal, the ball sailed into the net.
The second half opened with a proper cupfighting spirit and try
as our lads might, they could not score as they were hitting the posts
and crossbar, or missing by a few inches. The last ten minutes was
the most exciting as everybody thought that we were going to equalise
but we were just as unlucky as ever. Boot made a few spectators
hold their breath when he missed by a small margin from a corner
kick. Thus we lost the cup with a score of 1—0.
Team:—Pte. Boorman; Pte. Bidwell, L/Cpl. Mancer; Lieut.
Crozier, L/Cpl. Axten, Dr. Smith; Boot, Bdsm. Brookes, L/Cpl.
Lewis, Bdsm. French, L/Cpl. Lee.
"E 14" v. "23" (HARRIS SHIELD).
This being our last Harris Shield match the team thought that
they would like a change round so they all had different places and
of course a ragtime game follows and we won with a score of 9—6,
the scorers being Lee, 4 ; Mancer, 2 ; Lewis, 1 ; Boot, 1 ; Brookes,
1. This gives us the Football Shield, for winning every match.
It is rather awkward to write notes on a hockey match, but we will
give you a rough idea of our two games.
"E 14" v. "E 23."
Headquarter Wing were playing in the third round " InterCoy.
Hockey Cup" and we ("E 14") won 4—2.
"E 14" v. 6TH BATTERY R.A.
The above teams met in the semifinal, and the 6th Battalion
(holders from last year) said that we were the only team to beat them
so that will give you a rough idea, as to what kind of game ensued.
The game was very fast but the enemy played a very dirty
and dangerous game. Our lads played well but a heavy defeat was
saved by our faithful friend Lewis, who played the team on his own
at times. We are glad to see that the team never know when they are
beaten. Therefore with a loss of 1—0 we say adieu to this cup.
BUFFS BOYS V. SUFFOLKS BOYS.
On the 27th February our boys played in the above match and
won 2—1. They put up a good game and Boy Martin opened the
score and just afterwards Boy Smith ran from the halfway line and
sent in a shot that the goalkeeper had no hopes of stopping. Our
goalkeeper played a splendid game, which took our memories back
to Shorncliffe, when the boys played a school boys' team, and lost to
them. Let us hope that they will continue to play well after this.
RESULTS OF 2ND XI.
For Agst.
Jan. 1. v. Boys
Won
3—2
8. v. Coy. 2nd XI.
Won
8—0
10. v. 3 Group
Lost
2—4
12. v. R.A.M.C., 2nd XI
Won
5—0
18. v. Signallers 2nd XI. ...
...
... Won
2—1
22. v. 3 Group
...
...
...
... Lost
1—2
25. v. 6th Battery R.A
Lost
2—4
29. v. Boys
Lost
0—2
31. v. "A" Coy., 2nd XI.
Won
7—5
Feb. 4. v. Boys
Won
1—0
10. v. Signallers
Draw
1—1
Mar. 1. v. 6th Battery R.A. ...
...
... Lost
0—2
2. v. N.F. Wireless
...
...
... Won
1—0
6. v. H.M.S. Vumeria ...
...
... Lost
1—7
TABLE.
Played. Won.
Lost.
Drawn.
For.
Against.
18
9
7
2
48
32
SIGNAL SECTION.
During the past month our training has to a certain extent been
in the background owing to other parades and duties and now that
companies are training or firing we have very few signallers left for
schemes of our own. Nevertheless, we are steadily attaining classi
fication standard. Three signallers are attending vocational courses
and every success is wished them at their new trades.
Sport is now beginning to take a varied aspect. The weather being
very favourable, swimming has been possible and has now become
part of our daily recreation. Fishing is indulged in by several with
good results, both in catching fish and colds. Photography seems to
be coming into its own now that conditions have improved. Football
is of course still going strong and many good matches have
been played against the Fleet during the month. We must
congratulate Pte. Dixey on his poetical powers and trust he may
contribute some of his work to The Dragon.
COBLBR,

THE DRAGON
Things we want to know.
What happens to runaway lamps ? (Ask Hooks).
Did " Tabs " judge it right, or was it a mistake ?
What is a parade like ? Ask Cobler.
Will the IMPERFECT CAR reach his ambition ?
Does Milo like " Buffing up " or E.D. ?

" The Boxing."
If you want to feel happy, don't lay there and mope
But clean up your buttons, and put on your coat.
We'll trot to the Gyms., and ' dekko ' inside,
There is boxing tonight, so we'll see some ' glad eyes.'
We'll rake up the ' ackers ' a tanner or so,
And see the lads scrapping ; its worth it you know.
There's young ' Siki' Shaw, got a punch like a mule,
The fellow who meets him, is in for some gruel.
To see that bloke scrap a ' quidlet' ain't dear.
What matter then matey, if you can't get any beer.
Then not only that, there's other good bouts ;
Its really a treat to see ' Hooks ' put them out.
Old Rusty and Smut met him once I recall:
They wanted some whacking, but at last they did fall.
There is also old " Snaky " who can use them, by Jove !
I once had to fight him, so I think I should know.
Take also young ' Dutchy' and Thompson and Flood
Why lummie, they scrap, and always draw blood.
Old ' Cobblers ' a good 'un ; his service is long.
So his heart may be willing, whilst his arms are not strong.
Now take, a good tip, ' Hombre' and scotch on behind,
Or lay where you are and waste your good time.
Remember old fellow, it won't cost you much ;
And your talk about tired ; oh shut up ! It's all Dutch,
J. E. DIXEY.

Fixtures, 1926.
Apr. 22nd. The Buffs Golfing Society Spring
Meeting at Folkestone.
June 16th. Dragon Club Dinner at The
Trocadero Restaurant.
July 31st,
to
| Canterbury Cricket Week.
Aug. 6th.
Aug. 14th. Past and Present Cricket Match
at Canterbury.
Aug. 16th,
to
Depot Cricket Week,
Aug. 19th.
Aug. 25th,
I Kent v. Australians at
to
|
Canterbury.
Aug. 28th,
Oct. 5th & 6th. The Buffs Golfing Society
Autumn Meeting at Sand
wich.
Oct. 23rd. Past and Present Association
Annual Meeting and Dinner.

THE DRUMS.
Owing to the small allotment of recreation grounds on the Rock,
on account of the Atlantic Fleet being here for manouvres, we are
unable to get our football team into action. Sport has been grand
all the same. The Navy and Army teams have been excellent to
watch and there has been fine
football as far as combination
is concerned.
The monthly Bugle competition was held here on the 15th
of February, the winner of the Senior Divisioii being the holder, L/Cpl.
W. Sinclair the runner up being Dmr. H. Crook. Hard luck
" Cronky " ; it's yours next time. The winner of Junior Division
was the holder, Dmr. Harrison.
We hear L/Cpl. Allen has taken over "Leading Tapper" in the
2nd Battalion. Good " Old Alf " ; show 'em some of our stuff, or
is it the other way about, can they show us some stuff ; I have 'my
doubts.
There is a young class of Drummers joined us ; we wish them
a happy time and the best of luck.

Things we want to know.
Is " Pug" taking a " yard of tripe " when the N.C.O.'s go home in
September and does (B) stand for Puddeu ? Ask " Pug."
Why did " Buffstick " fall asleep on the afternoon of the 27 th of
February ? (An unusual occurrence) or was it because his buffstick
and burnisher became worn out ? Is he good at balancing water ?
Has anybody seen " Cronky's " Riddler ?" Has he forsaken
working for it because the Fleet is in ?
Where did Tubby get his blowback ? Was it through strenuous
exercise (i.e.) playing the "BedFords?"
Who is the " Electric Light Globe King ?" Is it " Swill ?"
W.T.J.S. and H.C..

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Bugle."
" The Gunner."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" On The March."
" The Fighting Forces."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The China Dragon."
" The Snapper."
" The Eondon Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The British Eegion Journal."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Sapper."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
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On Poets.
THE SYMPTOMS AND TREATMENT OF THE DISEASE
CALLED POETRY.

O

PINION is divided as to the true nature of this
disease ; some trace it to heredity, others to
a " cerebral agitation due to feminine influence." The
generally accepted theory is that, like influenza, it is
epidemic and most to be feared during the change of
seasons, particularly springtime.
Symptoms are well defined. The patient shows
a marked preference for his own company and is given
to " rambles " in the country. If discovered, he will
usually attempt to hide the fact that he has been
writing. Enquiry into the object of his desertion of
the haunts of man will induce blushing, diffidence, and
a poor attempt at lying. Sympathy is wasted, true
kindness dictates an attitude of flippancy
; much
future suffering may thus be avoided. If the patient
is encouraged to read what he has written, the second
and more dangerous stage is reached.
He may decry his verses in the hope that his hearer
will praise. On no account must such a mistake be
made. Try and convince him that the logical remedy
is a doctor ; that the liver, stomach, or some other
organ is out of order. Suggest a course of strenuous
exercise or amusement, according to taste. Assure
him that he has not the slightest talent and would be
better employed seeking the benefits of free insurance,
motorcycling or playing football.
The hair is grown long and a marked taste for the
bizarre manifests itself. On the least provocation the
patient will talk inexhaustibly about himself and his
art. This is the period for isolation with a plentiful
supply of paper, pens and ink. Should this treat
ment fail, time and editors alone can cure him.
After a few months, a return to the normal may be
expected. All books of poems, manuscript and other
evidence of illness must be destroyed, and the patient
encouraged to marry or seek some other occupation
for his spare time. Should some misguided editor
publish his poems, hope of recovery is slight.
Finally : if you have a confirmed poet in the
family, insure him for as much as possible and arrange
an accident.
E.C.F.
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The 2nd Battalion.

O we are for Alder
shot ! Some of us
S
seemed to have taken for

granted that we were
bound for Shorncliffe : they
are bitterly disappointed.
Others knew practically for
certain that we were going
to Catterick ; needless to
say, they are greatly
relieved.
It is a pity that we
have not been sent to our
own county, but Aldershot,
at any rate, is nearer to it
and when we have settled
down there, we will no doubt wonder how
we ever existed at Portland : besides, it will be
a change to have good playing fields.
Our hardwon victory in the boxing over
the Duke of Wellington's Regiment brought
us to the final of the Southern Command
interunit championships against the Loyals.
This was decided at Tidworth on March 9th.
Unfortunately, we lost to a superior team, but
every credit is due to those who fought and
also to their trainer, Mr. Fred Tovee. A full
account of each individual fight and a photo
graph of some supporters setting out for
Tidworth appears elsewhere.
Rugger has stopped for the season, but
Harris Shield Soccer is in full swing and the
sernifinalists are "C" and "D" Companies and
"A" and "B" Groups of Headquarter Wing.
Hockey matches are rather few and far
between, but a very good match between the
Officers and the Sergeants resulted in a win
for the latter by four goals to two. The
officers also played the AntiSubmarine School
who beat them by three goals to nothing.
Owing to the exigencies of platoon training,
the officers enlisted the services of Sgt. Beale
and Bdstnn. Day in this match.
During the past month we have had a
considerable number of visitors. Lieut.
General Sir W. Henneker, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
D.S.O., our Divisional Commander, visited
the battalion and stayed to lunch.
We give a hearty welcome to Major the
Hon. P. G. vScarlett, M.C., who has joined us
to take over the command of "D" Company :
we also welcome 2/Lieut. F. W. B. Parry,
who was recently gazetted to the Regiment
and posted to this battalion.
Lieut. C. R. B. Knight spent ten days of
his leave with us in order to hunt: he may
not have had many good days out, but we
think he enjoyed himself all the same.
2/Lieut. D. W. RaitSmith, of the Supple
mentary Reserve, has again been here for his

annual training, but this year his visit only
lasted three weeks.
The time has now arrived when the
battalion has to split up, for, in a few days,
"B" and "C" Companies proceed to Wool, for
their company training and shortly after that
"A" and "D" Companies go to Chickerell for
their annual musketry course.
SUBEDITOR.

BOXING.
The prospects of the arrival at The Verne of the
Army Boxing Cup were destroyed when the Buffs were
defeated by the Loyals in the final of the Southern
Command Championship, which took place at Tid
worth on Tuesday, March 9th.
Defeated we were, but by no means disgraced and
the excellent, form shown by the boxing team reflects
great credit on the trainer, Mr. Fred Tovee. Some of
the fights had to be decided by extra rounds and the
results show that our men could stay the distance
exceptionally well.
Neither could it be said that we lost owing to lack
of support as there were about 150 of the regiment
who made the long journey to Tidworth, to give the
team the necessary moral support and, if they did not
see a victory for the Buffs, they saw an excellent
exhibition of boxing.
Officers.
HEAVYWEIGHTS.

Lt. Lister (the Buffs) knocked out Lt. Young (the
Loyals) in the first round.
MIDDLEWEIGHTS.

Lt. Thomas (the Loyals) v. Lt. Cass (the Buffs).
Lt. Cass appeared to go in with his guard more
open than usual and was knocked out in the first
round.
WELTERWEIGHTS .

Lt. Knierman (the Loyals) beat 2/Lt. Nicholson (the
Buffs),the referee stopping the fight in the first round.
2/Lt. Nicholson was acting as substitute for our
usual representative at this weight, Capt. Rice, and
is to be heartily congratulated on his plucky fight
against a more experienced opponent.
Other Ranks.
HEAVYWEIGHTS.

Pte. Maslin (the Buffs) v. Pte. Barber (the Loyals).
After a very even and gruelling three rounds the
judges were unable to give a decision and decided
to have an extra round. In this, Maslin took a
decided lead by using his left to great advantage
and was awarded the verdict on points.
LIGHTHEAVYWEIGHTS.

Sgt. Cook (the Loyals) beat Sgt. Smith (the Buffs) on
points.
The Loyals' representative was the superior
boxer and had our man down in the first round
with a heavy blow to the body. However, Sgt.
Smith stuck gamely to his task and went the full
distance.
MIDDLEWEIGHTS.

Pte. Dykes (the Loyals) beat L/Cpl. Foster (the Buffs)
on points.
Foster fought extremely well and appeared to
have improved considerably, but lost by a very
narrow margin.
WELTERWEIGHTS (1st String).
Pte. Harrison (the Loyals) beat L/Cpl. Bowman (the
Buffs). The first three rounds must have been a
draw as an extra round had to be fought. In the
last round Bowman did practically all the leading,
but Harrison was awarded the verdict on points.

Bowman may have the opportunity of reversing
the decision in the Army individual Championships.
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WELTERWEIGHTS (2nd String).
Pte. Taylor (the Loyals) beat Pte. Hudgell (the Buffs)
on points.
Hudgell fought very pluckily and almost
succeeded in landing a knock out. His opponent
cleverly avoided this and deserved the verdict.
LIGHTWEIGHT.

Pte. Bell (the Buffs) beat Pte. Kelly (the Loyals).
This was another " needle " contest and an extra
round was fought. Bell's superior stamina was
obvious and he would undoubtedly have knocked
out his man if the contest had been of
longer duration. The points verdict in his favour
was received with tremendous applause.
FEATHERWEIGHTS .

Sgt. Beale (the Buffs) beat Pte. McLea (the Loyals)
Beale was aggressive at the outset and followed
his man round the ring throughout the three
rounds. His opponent appeared to do a great deal
of holding and successfully evaded a knockout, but
lost by a good points margin.
B ANTAMWEIGHTS.
Sgt. Haslam (the Loyals) Imperial Services Champion,
1925, beat Pte. Hudd (the Buffs) on points.
This fight was the best of the evening, for Hudd
gave a really wonderful display. The mere fact
of having to fight a man of Haslam's ability in his
first contest for the Regiment is sufficient to deter
anyone, but Hudd was undaunted. He was
wonderfully quick and made very clever use of his
left hand. On several occasions Haslam had to
" cover " in order to avoid his opponent. Although
he lost the verdict, the audience absolutely rose to
Hudd when he and his opponent quitted the ring
after mutual congratulations.
This fight concluded the programme and the cup
was then presented by MajorGeneral Sir D. W.
Henneker. The Loyals won by a total of 18 points
to the Buffs 15.
There still remains the Army
Individual
Championships to be fought, and in these we shall be
represented by Pte. Maslin, L/Cpl. Bowman, Pte. Bell,
Sgt. Beale and Pte. Hudd. These men are still in the
capable hands of Fred Tovee and Sgt. Osborne and the

regiment wish them every success in their efforts to
bring with them an Army Championship when they
return from Woolwich.
NOVOCASTRIAN.

.
t

SERGEANTS MESS.
So far as the Sergeants' Mess is concerned, things have gone on very
much as usual since our last notes appeared.
The usual weekly whist drives and dances, held on Friday evenings,
have not yet " faded away." The latest prizewinners to date are as
follows
Feb. 12. Ladies : 1st Prize
„
2nd Prize
,,
Best score at halftime
Gents. : 1st Prize
„
2nd Prize
,,
Best score at halftime
Ladies : Booby
Gents. : Booby
Feb. 26. No Whist Drive was held on this date.
Mar. 5. Ladies : 1st Prize
Mrs. Slender
,,
2nd Prize
Mrs. C. Smith
,,
Best score at halftime
Miss Corney
„
Booby
Mrs. Annan
Gents. : 1st Prize
Sgt. A. Smith
„
2nd Prize
C.S.M. Ambrose
„
Best score at halftime
C.S.M. Love
„
Booby
Mr. Corney
Mar. 12. Ladies: 1st Prize
Mrs. Lillywhite
2nd Prize
Mrs. Sidwell
„
Best score at halftime
Mrs. MacWalter
„
Booby
Mrs. Blackman
Gents.: 1st Prize
Mr. Hewitt
,,
2nd Prize
C.S.M. Tong
Best score at halftime
C/S. Ricketts
"
Booby
Mr. Leddin
On the 19th February, our Battalion Boxing Team met and defeated
(by one point) a team from the Duke of Wellington's Regiment, a
full account of which is published elsewhere.

After the show, however, both teams were invited to the Sergeants'
Mess, where, for a couple of hours' training restrictions were forgotten,
and the time devoted to a good evening's Jazzing, and speeches, the
latter being of the getupthereandsaysomething variety in one or
two cases.
Everything was well meant however, and many nice things were
said, especially by one Gentleman who could not get over the novelty
(?) of being "brought amongst all these beautiful.ladies." I might
add he was typically Irish. Another of our guests absolutely refused to
mount the chair and say a few words. I think he is poorer now, to the
value of a pair of trousers. Something WENT, and it wasn' t his buttons.
The evening concluded with a happy little speech by R.S.M. Dare,
the linking of hands, and " Auld Lang Syne" ; and the chairing of
all the notable officers and Members of the two teams, also Major
Partridge the Referee, whilst the R.S.M. also " caught a packet."
On the 9th March our team journeyed to Tidworth where they met,
and unfortunately lost to, the Team of the Loyal Regiment, in the
Finals of the Southern Command.
BILLIARDS.
In continuation of my notes of last month, results of the " Isle
of Portland " Billiards League matches played since then are as follows :
Result of match versus South Portland Liberal Club, played on
17th and 18th February :—
^ Sergts'.
Sergts'. Mess.
Mess"
S.P.L.C.
150
102 Mr. Keen
Sgt. Barrell, D.C.M.
.1.
...
78
150 Mr. Rod
Mr. Hamer ...
83
150 Mr. Attwool
Sgt. Pinchard, A.E.C.
Ill
150 Mr. Stone
L/Sgt. Ward
... 136
150 Mr. Pearce ..
C.Q.M.S. Austen
... 127
150 Mr. Smith ..
Sgt. Sidwell, M.M. ...
... 103
150 Mr. Anthony
C/S. Ricketts

Total

1002

Total ...

788

Result of match versus H.M. Borstal Institution, played on 22nd and
23rd February :—
Borstal Institution.
Sergts'. Mess.
150
77 Mr. Way
Sgt. Sidwell, M.M. ...
147
Mr.
Dempsey
150
Sgt. Barrell, D.C.M.
115
150 Mr. Bowyer
Mr. Hamer ...
150
Mr.
Spring
126
L/Sgt. Ward
150
134 Mr. Read
Sgt. Pinchard, A.E.C.
Mr.
Hollands
150
116
C/S. Ricketts
140 Mr. Fuzzard
150
C.Q.M.S. Austen
Total

893

Total

1072

Result of match versus North Portland Liberal Club, played on 4th
and 5th March
N.P.L.C.
Sergts'. Mess.
119
150 Mr. Dulland
C.Q.M.S. Austen
150
100 Mr. Fall
Sgt. A. Smith
150
Mr.
Banks
...
119
Sgt. Pinchard
150
135 Mr. Matthews
Sgt. Sidwell
123
Mr.
Thomas
150
Mr. Hamer
150
131 Mr. Boatswain
C/S. Ricketts
Mr.
Read
150
116
Sgt. MacWalter

Total
901
Total ... 901

Total

Result of matches to date :—Won, 7 ; Lost 4.
We have said Farewell to " Buffy " Ward, who has left us for the
land where the little niggers grow, and stockings get holey. He is
following up Joe Potter who has gone to join the W.A.F.F.
George Barren is taking the cure in hospital at Wool. We all feel
rather sorry for Sgt. Barrell as he had a pretty bad turn N.Y.D., but,
I am glad to say, from what one tells me who has seen him, he is much
better, and appears to be going on fairly well,
Congratulations to L/Sgt. and Mrs. Wass, they know what I mean,
The 41 Adjutant's Horse," I regret to say, is still in a bad way. How
he exists at all I do not know. We have tried all ways and means of
keeping life in the poor beast; from " Cue Tips " to " Barrel Bungs,"
but all to no purpose ; and what is more, nobody seems to be keen
to undertake the job of looking after him. Perhaps the Ministry of
Pensions might do something if approached.
The Sergeants' Mess Billiards Handicap for 1926 is in full swing,
and I hope to be able to let you have the result next month.
Sergt. Beasley has recently rejoined us after going through a long
qualifying course at Hythe, the result of which is not yet to hand.
sgt. McNeir has gone to Hythe on a rifle and LA. course ; we wish
him the best of luck.
Quite a number of our Members have just sat at an examination
for First Class Education Certificates, and we hope, successfully passed,
as < < knowledge is po wer," and the more power we have in the Sergeants'
Mess the better.
On Friday, 19th March, we anticipate having a photograph of all
the Members of the Sergeants' Mess taken, but a lot depends on the
weather.
In the evening of the same date we are holding a Smoking Concert
in the Mess, a full account of which will be published in the next Dragon.

Thinas we want to know.
When is " FRED being called to the BAR T
Has " Knowledge" discovered yet how it is a rifle does, not fire
when it is not loaded ?
,
Is it true the " Adjutant's Horse is being replaced by a MULE ?
And is the latter a " Ginger One of Mick s. ? .
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Church Parade.
" A " COMPANY.

Company Football.
The Harris Shield Match, which was to have taken place on the
eleventh, was postponed, and it was arranged that a friendly match
should be played between the two Companies instead. A fairly even
game resulted, "A" Company having the same phenomenal bad luck
as usual. It resulted in a win for "D" by 42.
Since this match no intercompany footer has been played, but the
interplatoon football has commenced. No. 2 Platoon were drawn
against No. 4 and No. 1 against No. 3.
The first of these matches was played on the 24th, both teams
worked hard and the ultimate result gives quite a good impression of
the game. No. 4 opened the scoring in the second half. The goalie
had run out and before he had time to return Firmstone scored.
Five minutes later Sgt. Smith equalised with a long shot which
beat the goalie " hands down." Result, draw, 22.

Inter-Platoon Football.
The draw was replayed and resulted in a win for No. 4, 31.
The other Interplatoon match has been played now, No. 1 Platoon
v. No. 3. No. 3 won by 21. Nothing exciting has happened since
then. We are in the midst of Platoon Training at present and we can
be seen treking southwards to the Bill every day.
A successful Company Whist Drive and Dance was held on the
1st of February. There were twentytwo tables occupied and every
thing went off well. Unfortunately the names of the winners have
been mislaid.

Things we want to know.
Who told someone that the officers played football against the
Sergeants in gas masks at Aden ?
Was it Lyons ?
Does a certain man in No. 1 use water ?
Who sounded the horn on the way back from the Bill ?
Wot's oop wi' ther ?

" B " COMPANY.
Our tour of duty at Red Barracks is drawing to a close.
At the end of the month we proceed on that Long Long Trail to
" Wool " to complete Company Training.
Capt. G. R. Howe has now taken over the company again, and
everyone wishes him welcome. All were very sorry at the loss of one
of our fullbacks in the Company Team in L/c. Drake who has had to
proceed to the Regimental Depot for a tour of duty on the Gymnasium
Staff. We all wish him success.
Owing to so many functions away such as Boxing at Tidworth,
etc., our Dance Bill has had to come to a temporary close, but we hope
to give a final dance on the 25th prior to marching to Wool to complete
Company Training.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. Bishop and Sanders on taking the first
step to Field Marshall. We wish them success£as N.C.O.'s.

We welcome to the Company :—2/Lieut. F. W. D. Parry who has
just joined us from Sandhurst. We all wish him success and prosperity
during his service.
Sport is still going strong in the Company. Up to date we have
gloriously defeated the Batteries of Royal Artillery that have come to
Red Barracks for training.
Our first victory was with the 32nd Battery by three goals to two.
Secondly 22nd Battery by seven goals to one.
Now, we have got a few fixtures away from home which should bring
us a little bit more in the limelight.
On Thursday, 25th, 'we play Dorchester Thursday away, and on
Easter Monday, Blandford T. away. An account of these matches will
be found in next month's notes.
We welcome to the Company :—L/Cpl. Wiles who has transferred
to us from the M.F.P.'s and we all wish him success ; he has been posted
to No. 5 Platoon.
We held a Company Cross Country Run on Wednesday, the 17th
and the first two home were Pte. Woodhatch, 1st and Pte. Whitehead
2nd.
All the Company showed very good form and therefore put us in
high hopes of the Harris Shield this year.
Last, but not least, we wish all good luck and success to Corpl.
Bennett, L/c.]Shaw, Ptes. Phillips and Fielder who have left us for the
great unknown. Civvy Life.
RICHO.

" C " COMPANY.
For the past few weeks the Company have been doing " Platoon
Training." The weather has been greatly against us, and has thus
chilled our spirits. We are thankful at times to have a pack on our
backs, so preventing the wind from blowing through us. In any case
the occasional " moans " are always backed up by some witty person,
saying, " We are for the Bill again tomorrow." Oh !—? Yes, there
is another kit inspection on Saturday, but cheerio, it is all part of train
ing. Then there is Wool. Oh, yes, "Wool," what a nice country walk
for us, but what a good test for a trained man. This year I hear that
we will be accommodated in huts. What a change from that sandy
spot we have been using, when we had sand for breakfast, dinner and
tea. We are all hoping for nice weather, to enable us to have as much
Sport as we can get in. The events for the " Whitaker Cup " have got
to be finished off. What a grand opportunity we will have down there,
and with the aid of our Officers and C.S.M. in organising the Sports]
we are looking forward to a good and eventful time. At present there
is not too much competition between the Platoons. Points so far are
as follows :—No. 12 Platoon, 4 ; No. 11 Platoon, 1 ; No. 10 Platoon, 1
and No. 9 Platoon Nil. Poor old No. 9, what has happened to them.
It is not the Platoon I knew a year back. They are the present holders
of the Cup. Their sportsmen have not all gone, but is it support they
need ? A few men cannot win the Cup on their own merits. The
Cup is not won yet, and I am sure that they will get their heads together
and try to keep up the honour of the old Platoon. No. 12 have made
great headway by winning all football matches and the Cross Country
Run.
The result of the latter was No. 12, 11, 10, 9. No. 12 only beat No.
11 by one point.
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The race was run well by all, Ptes. Trinkwon and Warren being
1st and 2nd. They finished by a dead heat, but Warren lost one point
through not entering the " pen," and, so Trinkwon was decided on as
the Winner.
He is a No. 10 Platoon man.
Further notes for the " Whitaker Cup Sports " will appear in next
month's edition.
We all thank the Officers and C.S.M. for the splendid way they have
turned out, and have organised the games ; also the keen interest they
have taken in them.
The N.C.O.'s and men are also to be praised for the great interest
and sportsmanship, in taking part. Much credit is given to 2/Lieut.
J. G. Nicholson for the fine sporting way in which he displayed, in
entering for the Final Army Boxing, Southern Command, fought at
Tidworth. He went in and put himself against a man who, perhaps
had been training for a considerable time. We are proud of the fight
he put up, and so gave us one point towards the Boxing Cup.
We are all very pleased to welcome 2/Lieut. RaitSmith to the
company again. He has only come for a short period, but perhaps in
the near future, he will join us for good, if so, he will surely be welcomed.
Capt. H. C. Morley has gone to Aldershot on a Hygiene Course.
We have now got Lieut. F. A. Airy in charge of the Company.
Sgt. MacNier has gone to Hythe on a Course.
Congratulations to L/Cpi. V. Riley on his promotion to Corporal.
"C" Company came out top in the Senior Section Leaders' Course.
Cpl. H. Baker, Sgt. Sidwell and Cpl. Riley, 1st, 2nd and 4th, respectively.
"C" Company played "A" Company a game of Football and the result
was 10 against us. Our team had some very bad luck ; it was in the
last minute of the game that "A" Company scored. We missed our
valuable man, Sgt. Sidwell, and Cpl. Page was unable to play goal.
"C" Company had done all the pressing in the first half and some good
shots were made at the goal, but luck was against us. In the second
half we pressed hard, but the defence of the other team was too strong,
for us to get through. The team lined up as follows :—Pte. Parsons,
Cpl. Robinson, L/c. Foad, Hanson, L/c. Salsbury, Cpl. Riley, L/Cpl.
Farrell, Pte. Coad, L/Cpl. Saunders, Pte. O'Niell, Cpl. MacLaren.
A.S.H.

" D " COMPANY.
Owing to our regular correspondent being at present on his annual
furlough our notes this month are rather brief. We will, however,
do our best and hope that our correspondent will make amends foi
us in our next issue.
We extend a hearty welcome to Major The Hon. P. G. Scarlett,
M.C., who has taken over the command of our Company and wish him
a pleasant stay in Don Company.
We are sorry to report our loss of Pte. A. E. Hart who was trans
ferred to the Army Reserve on the 5th March, having completed his
service, but we still wish him the best of luck.
During the last month our " Lads " have had some practice firing
since which everyone is confident that no graves will be needed for
" Don's " " Marksman Badges " after firing our annual course this year.
We are at present on a tour of Regimental Duties and it has been
rumoured that since "D" has found the " Guards " the Battalion has
felt much safer and get a better night's " Kip."
Our crosscountry running team is at present in strict training,
and is in the capable hands of Sergt. Vye and Cpl. Warren. From
the trial spins they have had, it appears some records of the " Harris
Shield " will be broken.
We have played one or two games of footer this month with excellent
results. This is no doubt due to the fact that our famous backs have
returned (Clifton from Southampton and Goatley from cossacks' course)
and that our team have been able to get into proper harness once more.
Our first match was with "A" Company on the 15th March whom
we beat 41. Our next opponents were "B" Group "H.Q." Wing.
This was a bad game from the kickoff to the final whistle which came
with the score of 1nil in our favour, " Mivvie " being the scorer. On
the 2nd we played " H.M.S. Victory XI." and beat them to the tune of
61. Batstone 4 and Goatley, 2 were our scorers. Our spectators
were rather disappointed over this game as it. was expected to
be a thriller, but turned out rather a onesided affair.
Our next game, against "C" Company was our only defeat this
month, the score being 21. Goatley scored our goal from a penalty.
As the score would suggest this was a fairly evenly contested game
with " Dame Fortune" smiling rather too kindly for "C" Company.
Although not wishing to make excuses for our team I must say that had
our forward line taken advantage of the splendid opportunities offered,
a different result would have been recorded. However, goals are the
things which count and "C Company managed to get 2 to our 1.
On the 10326 we played a return match against "B" Group and
again beat them, the score this time being 31. Our scorers were
B.E. (2) and Goatley. Our table for the new year now reads :—
Played, 6 ; Won, 5 ; Drawn, 0 ; Lost, 1 ; Goals For, 19 ; Goals against,
5 ; Points, 10, which, I think everyone will agree, is something to be
proud of.

Things we want to know.
What does B.E. think of Mucho's job ?
And is scrubbing good training for crosscountry running ?
Did " Tubby" get anxious when told Duff was being cut off the
Menu ?
Does " Cliff " make an ideal trainer ? (Ask Cooper).
Why did "Loony" 15 Platoon want to know if Privates took
revolvers to Hong Kong ?
And has he learnt how they are fired ?
Has " Mivvie " found his ideal as i/c sanitation ?

And when is he going on a stranglers' course ?
Who is known as " Tomato Face " and could Dasher tell us why ?
Who sat on Chesil Beach amusing his "B.H." by throwing pebbles
at rowing boats and could Bright Eyes give us further details ?
Did " Pitch ! or Tar " feel tired after two hours strenuous cleaning
on Thursday night ?
What reward was he expecting ?
Why did '' Trotski'' have a moan over promotion ?
And who said he was the best shooting " soldier " in the Company ?
Is " Donkey " an agent for the makers of Black Cat Cigarettes ?
Or is he collecting the '' Happy Home " from profit off the Coupons ?
BANKS. REPLY.
Reference. S.L Course in March " Dragon," he will proceed when
the regular correspondent engages a new Chauffeur.
R.E.D.H.O.T.

BAND NOTES.
Since the last time of writing we have been going steadily along.
The dances still continue and our Band still seems to be in demand.
An excellent concert was given on the 24th of February, and it was
enjoyed by all. A fuller account appears elsewhere.
We received a very welcome visit from one of our old friends,
L/Cpl. Bennell, who is now with the Swansea Police Band. It certainly
appears to have done him little harm. We wish him every success
in his new station of life.
The Band is now on its annual Weapon Training Course, and seem
to be doing well. I expect we shall soon be moving to camp for our
Musketry Course.
The Sports section of the Band still goes strong. Under the able
leadership of Bds. Day and Harper, ably assisted by our sporting
men, we are putting some very strong football and hockey combinations
on the field, which, with a very little practice, in time will want a lot
of beating. We shall, it is said, soon be off to Aldershot. Then we
shall be able to get some good games and experience, with other Band
Teams.
L/Cpl. Cary has our running team well in hand, and we hope that
"A" Group will pull off the Cross Country Championship this year.
Good luck to them.
FATHER CROCHETS.

DRUMS.
Hello Everyone. There is not much to say for this month, only
that the Drums had a nice comfortable march to " Portland Bill " with
"A" Company and such a nice day it was : everyone enjoyed it except
" Battle Bowman" who is strictly in training for the Army Boxing
and we hope he has more luck than in his last fight.
The Harris Shield Football is in full swing again ; today "A"
Group meet "B" Company, so we hope to show our facings again this
year ; unfortunately " Dickie " Whittington is crocked and unable to
play for us, but perhaps a few jazzes will improve his knee.
So we must be shifting to Aldershot and all the Drums are eager to
see what tricks we may pick up watching ' Retreats,' etc., and then we
will be content to know how we shine compared to other regiments.
By the way, anyone who cares to try his hand in the Drums would
be ever welcome, especially those who already know the work or are
keen on learning.

Things we want to know.
What N.C.O. in the Drums sent a boy to the Coffee shop for two
penny doughnuts ? The Boy on bringing back a twopenny one was
asked if he could get anything if he took the bag back.
When will Tim send us a couple of his pupils from Canterbury ?
Flautists preferred.
Ask " Trousers" are Side Drums meant to be hit or to be played
with and does he want any tips ?
All are eager to know when Dusty is doing the trick or has he a
season ticket for Weymouth ?
We all thank Sgt* Diamond for his march and wish it a success and
are looking forward to many more.
LITTLE DRUMMER.

SIGNALLERS "H.Q."
Here we are again with another month nearer Classification, which
takes place in June We do not know if we shall be lucky enough to
get a tour at Red Barracks this year, but it is certain that we shall
never have such a time as we did in 1923, worse luck.
We all wished L/Cpl. Foster the best of luck before going into the
ring when the Battalion fought the Loyals for another rise in the Army
Boxing, which we aresorry to say, they did not get, not through the lack
of Sportsmanship though, but still better luck next time.
We hope Sgt. Cox will be successful with his exam, in Maths, this
time, because we can do with a few tips.
Our Signalling Officer has returned off leave now and it is evident
that he enjoyed himself, because he came on parade next day with a
serious look upon his face.
We have only had one game of Football this month and that was a
sixaside competition between ourselves. It was good to see Willie
(Kavanaugh) trotting about the field like an Elephant, but although
he could not play Football, he made it hard for those who could and
he also won and earned his 112. I envy him.
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Party leaving Portland for Tidworth for Boxing—Buffs v. Loyals.
Things we want to know.
Who was the man who was sure he would win the Football money
and is he married ?
Is Tug going in for the next Billiard Tournament ?
Who is the man who gets windy when playing Billiards ?

M.G. PLATOON.
We are now getting near the end of our Platoon Training and by
the time these notes appear in print we shall be at Gosport firing our
annual course. As is only to be expected, everyone is looking forward
to this three weeks holiday, and so long as the weather is fine, I am sure
everybody will have a fine time.
Most of us are eager to see " Pompey " play football, for our team
need a few tips, in preparation for the Brigade Cup; which we are
going to have a good try to win when we go to Netheravon in May.
It is now official that we move to Aldershot somewhere a^out
October.
It will be a change not to get blown over every time you stop outside
a door, nor to have to climb a hill on coming in from town. It is too
early yet, however, to talk of Aldershot for some of us may be some
where out East, by the time the move comes off.
Lt. Turner has left us again for a course at Woolwich ; let us hope
he comes back looking well, and with the highest award obtainable.
Sgt. Shoobridge has got over the effects of that " 1st'" but has now got
to " swear'" for the results. We all hope they are the best for they
will be well earned.

Sports.

We are getting along fairly well as regards sports. At football
our team is shaping well and we have played quite a number of games
lately. "D" Company beat us by three goals to one, but this was not
a bad result, for "D" are always reckoned to be a strong side.
Our next game was an open challenge from the employed men of
the Company. They put up a good show, but even with three of our
best players away we beat them by four goals to one.
Our next game was against "A" Group and we surprised not only
ourselves, but everybody else by winning by four goals to one.
It must be admitted, however, that "A" Group only played with
ten men, and during the latter part of the second half they had a man
off with an injury.
This result has given us heart for the " Harris Shield Football"
which is now in full swing. Having drawn a bye into the semifinal,
but not knowing yet who we play we can say no more at present, but
hope for the best.
Our Cross Country running team are getting fit under L/Sgt. Kelsey,
and in the Harris Shield run which rakes place on the 22nd we hope to
get a place at least.
Congratulations to our two boxers, Sgt. Beal and Pte. Bell on win
ning their fights at the final of the Command Boxing Championship
which took place at Tidworth last week. The Battalion team lost
and everyone was disappointed, but the better team won. Better
luck next year.

We should like before closing these notes to offer special
congratulations to Pte. Hudd of "A" Company on the splendid per
formance he put up against Sgt. Haslam of The Loyals who is the
Imperial Service's Bantam weight Champion. Hudd only lost by the
narrowest of points. Most people thought he had won, but the referee's
decision must always stand.
(Signed' "CRANKHANDLE."

Things we want to know.
Did " Paddy" McMullan enjoy St. Patrick's Night in the Gym. ?
Does Clatworthy like eggs ?
When is the " gunners " " Faggend " going to give up running ?
Does Harold like Bertha, and is she " bandy ? "
Who is the man who has been given a special pair of windows to
keep clean ?
Who wasthe N.C.O. of the Signals who had a " paneful " experience
with his feet ?

St. Patrick's Day Dance.
As usual we celebrated the 17th of " Ould Ireland "
by holding a longnight dance in the Gymnasium and
its success was assured from the very first dance. It
can only be described in one way :—" A Roaring
Success !"
The Hall had been very tastefully decorated by
L/Cpl. Cary and a few helpers. Streamers were
suspended from the walls and gathered together in the
centre of the roof on a hoop, from the centre of which
was hung a large green bell, a very pleasing effect
indeed. The walls had been covered in various ways
and here and there large green paper festoons were
hung. L/Cpl. Cary is to be heartily congratulated on
his work.
Our thanks are due to the M.C.'s who worked
unstintingly for the welfare of all. They were C.S.M.
Ambfose, C.Q.M.S. Taylor, Sgts. Sidwell and Osborne,
Cpl. Martin and L/Cpl. Lowerzey. We hope they will
give ns their services on Albuhera Day.
The Dance Band, under the direction of L/Sgt.
Diamond, was well up to form. They rendered all the
latest dance " hits " and were well encored. They
were L/Cpls. Cary and Richards, Bds. Catt, Day, Baker,
Savage and Brookman. They should go far nekt
winter.
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A Vignette.

T is springtime, here, and young leaves peep
From every tree and hedgerow on my way,
Fresh green a pale sun just glints with gold.
The air is cold, and ragged wisps of cloud
Drift grey across the sky, threatening rain.
How different is the picture memory graves
Upon the tablets of the mind.
*

*

*

*

ADEN, 1915.

Up over the lip of the Crater,

Winding along a narrow road
Bordered by white stones,

*

2nd Battalion Dance Band.
(Photo by Waverley Studios, Weymouth).
Miss Hughes and the N.A.A.F.I. Staff very capably
looked after the wants of the " inner man " and
needless to say they were kept very busy. The people
who suffered from periodical dryness of the throat
found relief with Sgt. Beasley, L/Cpl. Thompson and
Pte. De Vroome. Their visitors were many, and
I believe it was said that they did not have time to
taste even a " small one."
The officers and sergeants were cared for by
Sgt. A. Smith. His was not such a heavy task, but
I believe he enjoyed himself.
Cpl. Wright looked after the door and the
exchequer. He did very well ; we shall probably
call upon his services in the near future.
We noticed several visitors from Weymouth and
the Fleet. Some of them were quite fresh to us. We
hope they enjoyed themselves, and we shall be pleased
to see them again.
To conclude, everyone who assisted in the running
of the show, especially 2/Lt. Nicholson, the R.S.M. and
C.S.M. Love who worked behind the scenes, must be
heartily congratulated on such an excellent evening's
entertainment—or should I say " exercise !" Either
will suit.
B.E.C.

Billiards.
A Privates' handicap run under the auspices of
the Battalion Entertainment Committee, caused a great
deal of excitement and many keen and close games.
Games were 100 up. Final, 200 up.
The winner was Pte. Harper of the band, who
defeated Pte. Thompson, "A" Company, in the final,
by nearly 100 points, this being due principally to
nice breaks of 36, 24 and 20 very early in the game.
The other semifinalists were Ptes. Acott and Wills
of H.Q. Wing. All the above receive prizes as also does
Dr. Whittington, who wins " highest break " prize
with a nice effort of 51.
It is hoped to run a Snooker Competition, and as
there are at least 80 privates who consider they are
unbeatable at this particular game, we ought to get
a great deal of entertainment out of the competition.
B.E.C.

Down into the valley
Marches the column.
The sun is like a stabbing sword
Wounding the sick stomach ;
The metal of rifle and equipment
Burns at the touch ;
The eyes, behind smoked glasses,
Tingle and ache.
Feet, cased in heavy boots,
Drag through the dust,
That rising in a cloud, hangs overhead.
Cut through the rocks that form
A natural barrier to guard the Town,
Like some grim malebolge in a Dante's hell,
Looms up the entrance of the Tunnel.
Out of the shimmering heat into the blackness
Stumble the leading files—
" Keep to the Left "—the word is passed.
The heat is terrific in this narrow space,
Lit by a few poor lamps at intervals.
Stifling the atmosphere, where blinding clouds
Of thick, white, acridsmelling dust,
Like mist upon the marshes,
But more penetrating,
Clogs eyes and nose and mouth.
A whuffle of softly padding feet,
A cameltrain returning from the camp,
Strange beasts that loom out of the halflight,
Pass, and are swallowed in the gloom behind.
It is all very eerie.
Sudden, as when a furnace door is opened,
The hot air rushes out to sicken and stagger ;
The column passes again into the glare
Of burning sunshine, shimmering heat
Upon a long white road.
Grey from head to foot with plastered dust,
Except upon the face where sweaty runlets
Have streaked the grime.
Soldiers ? A sorry crew, whose longing gaze
Rests on the watertanks beside the Blockhouse
Guarding the entrance to the Tunnel.
Was it eleven years ago, or yesterday,
They shot a Turkish spy against that wall ?
*
*
*
*
Here, it is springtime—
Turn up the collar of your coat,
For it is raining.
E.C.F.

Buffs' Benevolent Fund.

Dear Sir,
We are hoping to have an entertainment in the
Prince of Wales' Institute on Friday, April 23rd, in
aid of the Buffs' Benevolent Fund.
Miss Moore Lane has kindly promised to produce
" Shades of Night," a one act play which was recently
so successfully performed at Barham, while Mrs. Wall
is providing the second half of the programme in which
we understand some of the caste of " The Jolly Boys "
will appear.
Depot the Buffs,
Yours truly,
Canterbury.
N. D. RICE.
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" Beneath Bell Harry."

T

HE activities of
the Depot since
the last Dragon went to
press have been mainly
pugilistic.
This is the natural
outcome of the Eastern
Command Inter Depot
Boxing Competition, in the
preliminary
round
of
which we were fortunate
enough to beat two teams
from the Cavalry Depot
and one from the Depot
The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
In the finals
which
also took place at Canter
bury,
we
were
not,
however, so fortunate, the
results being :—
Depot The Royal Sussex Regt.
... 14 points.
Depot The Norfolk Regt.
...
... 12 points.
Depot The Buffs
...
9 points.
Depot The Royal Fusiliers ...
...
7 points.
Our team consisted of Ptes. Pine, Bell, Litton,
Hollands and Hodgson.
A detailed account occurs elsewhere.
On the same day as the boxing, Lieut.General Sir
Walter Braithwaite who has succeeded General Sir
George Milne as G.O.C. in C., The Eastern Command,
paid a visit to the Depot and later attended the boxing
where he presented the prizes.
The Points to Points will soon be upon us, and the
fact that hounds are now meeting at 12 o'clock
indicates the end of the season.
The Hound Puppies (the Depot has been walking
a couple and a half of them for the East Kent Hunt)
have returned to the Kennels and their condition on
leaving is an excellent advertisement for the care
bestowed on them by L/Cpl. Kemp. We also note
that since their departure the swill contractor wears a
less worried look.
On 20th February, 1926, the Depot Football team
met the Waverley Football team in the second round
of the Canterbury and District Charity Cup, and after
a most exciting game, beat.them by four goals to three.
The Waverley team, however, lodged an objection
on the ground that one of our players was ineligible.
The Committee upheld the objection and decided that
the match must be replayed. Under the circumstances
the Commanding Officer regretfully decided to with
draw our team.
The P.R.I, has lately acquired a horse, which is
performing prodigies of labour on the football ground.
This magnificent animal possesses among other
unique qualities, a beard nearly a foot long, and when
hurried, emits a deep booming sound. He is, in fact,
a worthy successor of that splendid veteran (of pious
memory) whose entire foot came off one morning in the
Groundsman's hand. I know it did—because I was
there when it happened.
The Band is once more a going concern and with
Sgt. Coaster wielding the baton, promises to have a
most successful season. Engagements are already
coming in well.
We were very pleased to see Mr. and Mrs. W. H.
Rowe who are home on leave from East Africa and
who paid us a flying visit the other day.
Captain Watson is from all accounts having a very
good leave in Ireland, and is seeing a lot of hunting,
while Mr. Knight is at Portland getting a horse fit for
the Regimental Point to Point. It is the latter fact

which is responsible for the absence of that polished
style now universally associated with " Beneath Bell
Harry " and for which the present scribe can only offer
his sincere regrets.
SERGEANTS' MESS.
The final of the George Porter Billiard Handicap Cup Competition
for 1925 was played off between C.S.M. Couchman and Sgt. Coaster
on 16th February, and on this special occasion the members of the
Corporals' Mess were invited to spend the evening with us. Play
commenced at 7 p.m., the game being one of 500 up. Sgt. Coaster's
handicap was owe 175 whilst that of C.S.M. Couchman was owe 50.
After 45 minutes play both players had wiped off their handicap
points and the scores to count stood at Couchman 56 and Coaster 11.
After a further hour's play an interval was called, the scores then
being Coaster 253 and Couchman 177. The game finished soon after
10 p.m., Sgt. Coaster having scored 500 against C.S.M. Couchman's
399. The highest break of the game was 29, obtained by C S M
Couchman.
During the interval R.S.M. Potter presented the Annual Shooting
Cup to L/Sgt. Bromley, winner for 1925. The Cup was duly filled
with the product of Scotland and Sgt.Instr. Fletcher, A.P.T.S. was
privileged to have the first " sip." This was on account of the fact
that he (Sgt. Fletcher) actually obtained the top score in the Shoot
but as he belongs to the A.P.T.S. the Cup could not be awarded
to him.
A series of card games and darts was indulged in during the evening
and we congratulate the Corporals on their efficiency at darts.
Towards the close, R.S.M. Potter presented the George Porter
Cup and winner's medal to Sgt. Coaster and the medal for runnerup
to C.S.M. Couchman. Without douot the best man won and we
congratulate Sgt. Coaster on his skill at the table.
L/Cpl. Sirett officiated at the piano, the music which followed being
much appreciated.
We heartily congratulate Sgt. Hancock on his promotion to full
rank.
By the time these notes appear in print, Sgt. Fletcher, our very
capable and energetic physical training instructor, hopes to be on
leave preparing for his wedding, which takes place on 8th April. We
all wish both him and his bride the verv best of luck and happiness in
their new life.
No Whist Drive was held on 23rd February on account of
an entertainment being given at the Prince of Wales' Institute in the
cause of charity.
We tender our congratulations to C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Manning on
the birth of a son (Edward Horace Thomas) on 24/2/26. C.Q.M.S.
Manning, who is shortly due for discharge to pension, is at present
busy searching North London for a suitable house, and we wish him
every success. We would also like to congratulate him on the fact
that he has been successful in securing employment immediately he
ceases to be the " pay bloke, etc., etc., etc. " of the Depot." And
seeing that he is also the worthy President of our Cork Club, another
special Cork Club supper is being held before he severs his
active connection with the Depot.
Sgt. Ross, M.M., recently returned from Hythe on completion of
a Long Qualifying Course and L/Sgt. Bromley left to attend the one
which assembled there on 15th March.
Sgt. Coaster and Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M., and also Sgt. Stewart (on
leave from the West Coast), sat at the examination for 1st
Class Educational Certificates on 16th March. We wish them every
success.

CORPORALS' MESS.
This has been rather a busy month in regard to events such as
Football, Darts, Spoon Shoots and Whist Drives.
In the first place, on the 16th the members of the mess were greatly
honoured with an invitation from the Sergeants for a return
match in the skill campaign, also to see the final of the Billiard Handi
cap for the George Porter Cup.
At football, well ! I do not suppose I can put into words just what
our captain is thinking of his excellent team, which is what he now
refers to.
We have played four games this last month
and claimed victory at each, and above all things beat the pick of the
Depot by two goa1s to one. No doubt the score would have been more
had the regular outside right played, but he has hardly recovered from
his accident which greatly effected his shooting abilities, so we have
to be satisfied.
No Spoon Shoot took place during February so both, one for
February and one for March, were fired off on the 10th, which resulted
in Stubber carrying off another Silver Spoon and Joe Pike the Wooden
one for February, and Joe Pike, this time the Silver Spoon and Fred
Drake the Wooden for March. Stubber has developed a mastereye,
for he came very near both Silver Spoons, the handicap for March
making him forfeit three points. Joe had the consolation of getting
a Silver Spoon in exchange for a wooden one after taking three
practises to get his eye down. Fred Drake made rather a good start,
as he only arrived the day previously, but the winter rule of the mess
is that footballers are more welcome than marksmen, so he will be
able to adhere to that rule without the least trouble.
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Massa left us on the 8th for Aldershot, where he is undergoing his
vocational course, and we all wish him the best of luck. He was a
great help to the mess and will be missed, and someone has proposed
that we annually play the Broadoak Dart Club in memory of him,
as he gave us the first introduction.
We welcome Wally Richardson to the Mess, who has replaced
Patsy in the brain department, so we have still a cross word expert
in our midst.
At the time these notes go to press the Dart Cup is being played
for. I cannot forecast the winner yet as surprises are plentiful, one
being Toby's great win over the redoubtable Bam. Stubbes is handi
capped wich 201 this month, but as luck is with him just lately, he
has still plenty of chance of letting the cup remain in his box
for at least another month.
We are still using the courtmartial room, the gloryhole still being
under repair, and from what can be seen at present, it has been worth
the inconvenience, the painters having made a great improvement.
Before sending these notes to press I would like to mention that
after much digging in encroachment 692, Dong found a motorcycle
which he recognised as once belonging to him. Rumour has it that
it is now going away for repair, to enable him to test the Bullet Bank
that Ricko failed to do before it fell to piece? !
EDMAR.

Company Football.
CORPORALS V. THE DEPOT.
This is perhaps the greatest match that has yet been played by
the Corporals. The match started off by the Corporals losing the toss
and they therefore found themselves facing a strong wind. For the
first .fifteen minutes it looked like the match ending with the same
old result, but with two safe backs in Waff and Fred, the ball was
kept clear of the goal mouth. The Corporals then seemed to have
settled down, and could do nothing wrong. Jakie, at outside left,
managed to work his way down the wing to put in a beautiful centre
from which Stubber opened up the scoring. This livened up matters
considerably and before many minutes had passed Jackie scored the
second goal from a first time drive, about 30 yards out. Interval,
Corporals, 2 ; Depot, 0. The second half commenced with the
Corporals still attacking strongly, but could not manage to get any
further ahead. The Depot pressed strongly and from a break away,
Mullinger at centreforward scored a goal from close on the goal line,
the goalie having very little chance. After this the match was fairly
even ; twice the Corporals' goal was in danger from two corners, but
they lived again and the match ended with the final score : Corporals,
2 ; Depot, 1.
TEAMS.
Corpls.—Rhodes, Wade, Drake, Baker, Sirrett, Marsh, Watts,
Stubber, Wickham, Gilbert, Clinker.
Depot.—Steele, Lahming, Brook, Church, Laker, Lennard, Ashton,
Swindale, Mullinger, Garrett, another.
GOALS.
P.
W.
L
D.
F.
A.
Pts.
15
4
9
2
28
39
10
Goal Scorers.—Cpl. Wickham, 11 ; L/Cpl. Stubberfield, 10 ; L/Cpl.
Clinker, 4 ; Cpl. Wade, 2 ; L/Cpl. McNulty, 1.

PRIVATES' NOTES.
We have had quite a round of entertainment during the last month.
A very successful " all ranks " dance was held in the gymnasium.
Then there has been a dramatic entertainment, given at the " Prince
of Wales' Institute " at which our Band performed with great success.
The InterDepot Boxing Championship Finals, which were held in
the Cavalry Gymnasium on March 12th, gave us all a very interesting
and enjoyable evening's sport for the sum of a " tanner." Our con
gratulations to the boxers of the Buffs for putting up such a good
show.
The fortnightly Whist Drives continue to flourish and our guests
still hold their own.
By the time these notes appear, we shall all be thinking about
next Easter. Rumours of leave are in the air, and we are looking
forward to their materialising.
DACTYLO.

Things we want to know.
Does music ease pain or cure ailments outright ? If so, is
a sergeant commencing with a mandolin, and the cost of fetching him
2d. ?
Is Stubber a lawyer to all youths his own size and weight ?
Is there a Bonzo No. 2 in the Depot, and does it stop in a passage
in "A" Block ?
Who chases " Phantom Hounds " from the stables with a whip ?
And would not it be better to keep the whip near the Bread Store to
deal with aily refractory cheese ?
What will win (1) the Lincoln ; (2) the National ?

Things heard on Parade.
The man was on a charge for dirty ears.
Officer : " Well, what have you got to say ?"
Man: " Well Sir ! I did'nt have time to get all over them."
(How big were they ?).

Boxing.
Eastern Command Inter-Depot Team
Championship.
r I ^HE Cavalry Depot Gymnasium was crowded on
I
Thursday, February 25th, on the occasion of
a series of InterDepot contests in the preliminary
round of the Eastern Command Depot Championships.
The teams taking part were the Cavalry Depot "A"
and "B" teams, The Buffs, and the Queen's Own,
Royal West Kent Regiment. The officials were :
Referee, Capt. T. H. WandTetley (Hon. Sec. Army
Boxing Association). Judges : Major Clements, Capt.
N. D. Rice (The Buffs), Lieut. Porter (Cavalry Depot)
and Lieut. Western (R.W. Kent Regiment). Time
keeper : Capt. Donald (Cavalry Depot). In most
cases the contestants were very evenly matched, and
some good honest scrapping resulted.
The Buffs eventually ran out winners, the points
being : The Buffs, 15 points ; Cavalry "B" 13 points ;
Cavalry "A" and R.W. Kent Regt., 8 points.
The winners had obviously been training hard, and
were all in the pink of condition.
The final of the above competition takes place at
Canterbury on March 12th.
Results.
B ANTAMWEIGHTS.

Tpr. McCabe (Cav. "B") beat Tpr. Langley (Cav.
"A").
Pte. Pine (Buffs) k.o. Pte. Jolly (R.W.K.) in second
round.
Final.—Pine's hurricane tactics and fierce hitting
with both hands were too much for McCabe who was
well beaten on points.
FEATHERWEIGHTS.

Pte. Bell (Buffs) beat Tpr. Adams (Cav. "A") the
referee complimenting the loser on his pluck.
Tpr. Wilson (Cav. "B") k.o. Pte. Ashby (R.W.K.).
Final.—Bell was leading comfortably on points in
the second round when he stopped a right to the jaw
which ended the contest.
LIGHTWEIGHTS.

Pte. Jones (R.W.K.) beat Tpr. Carpenter (Cav. "A").
Pte. Holland (Buffs) beat Tpr. Hooper (Cav. "B") in
a hardhitting bout.
Final.—Jones who fought under the handicap of
a damaged eye, found Holland too quick for him, but
fought on gamely although sent to the boards on
several occasions.
INTERMEDIATE WEIGHT.

Tpr. Hall (Cav. "B") beat Tpr. Bennett (Cav. "A").
Pte. Hodgson (Buffs) k.o. Pte. Jenner (R.W.K.) in first
round.
Final.—Hall won a hardhitting bout, Hodgson
being unable to land his k.o. punch for which he was
trying.
WELTERWEIGHTS.

Tpr. Ward (Cav. "B") k.o. Pte. Litton (Buffs) in the
second round.
Pte. O'Hara (R.W.K.) beat Tpr. Smith (Cav. "A").
Final.—Ward secured a walk over, O'Hara being
stopped boxing by the Doctor.

Finals.

O

ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMENT TEAM WIN CUP.

N Friday evening last, the Cavalry Depot
Gymnasium was filled to its utmost capacity
with military and civilians to witness the finals of the
Eastern Command InterDepot team championships.
Teams from the following depots having won the
championship of their respective groups competed :
The Buffs (Canterbury), Royal Fusiliers (Hounslow),
Norfolk Regiment (Norwich), Royal Sussex Regiment
(Chichester). The officials were as follows :—Referee :
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Col. C. E. Heathcote, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. (Inspector
of physical training) ; judges ; Capt. T. H. WandTetley
(hon. sec. Army Boxing Association), Lieut. I. L. Cronyn
(A.P.T.S.) ; timekeeper : Capt. J. Donald, M.C.,
Cavalry Depot ; M.C. : R.Q.M.S. Eccles (A.P.T.S.).
Before the proceedings commenced, Col. B. G. Clay,
Colonel Commandant, Cavalry Depot, made the
announcement that Lieut.General Sir Walter Braith
waite, K.C.B., G.O.C., in chief Eastern Command, was
present, and had kindly consented to present the prizes
at the conclusion. The Colonel said he would like to
express their appreciation at the General's presence
that night. It was his first visit to Canterbuiy
and they were very pleased to welcome him and hoped
it would be only one of many such visits he would pay
them. He also expressed their thanks to Major
Jackson and the officers of the Buffs for allowing their
band to play before and during the evening.
Results :—
SEMIFINALS.

Bantam Weights.—Pte. Pine (Buffs) v. Fusilier
Vigon (Royal Fusiliers). Pine won this on points
after three interesting rounds. Both are promising
boxers and the Buffs' win was a popular one. Pte.
Savage (Norfolks) v. Pte. Jones (Royal Sussex). These
youngsters fought three keen rounds before Jones was
awarded the verdict on points.
Welter Weights.—Pte. Wilson (Norfolks) beat Pte.
Litton (Buffs), who withdrew after the first round
suffering from indisposition. Pte. Kingston (Royal
Sussex) heat Fusilier Roper (Royal Fusiliers), securing
the k.o. in the first round. Roper was sent to the
boards early in the first round, but came up gamely
only to suffer more punishment.
Feather Weights.—Pte. Bell (Buffs) beat Pte.
O'Brien (Norfolks) on points. In the first
round
Bell led, but in the second he took some punishment.
In the third round some hard knocks were exchanged,
although both avoided a lot of punishment by their
cleverness. The Buff had the better of this round and
the result was a very popular win. Pte. Mowbray
(Royal Sussex) beat Fusilier Brand (Royal Fusiliers),
outboxing his opponent and securing the verdict in
the first round.
Light Weights.—Pte. Kelly (Royal Sussex) beat
Pte. Holland (Buffs). Kelly won early in the first
round with a k.o. This was bad luck for the Buff as
the lad was a very neat boxer and was by no means
having the worst of it, showing some good footwork.
Pte. Montague (Norfolks) beat Fusilier Mason (Royal
Fusiliers). Montague has a strong left swing which
he used to some purpose, securing the verdict in the
first round.
Intermediate
Weights.—Fusilier Brown
(Royal
Fusiliers) beat Pte. Hodgson (Buffs) on points. Pte.
Stephenson (Norfolks) beat Pte. Fitt (Royal Sussex),
securing the verdict in the second round. This was
a hard fought two rounds and after much give and take
Stephenson secured the k.o. by the process of
exhaustion, the two contestants being almost equally
done in.
Two SPECIAL CONTESTS.
The two following six round contests were eagerly
awaited and keenly fought
Staff Sgt. H. R. Munro (A.P.T.S.) (welter weight
champion of India, 1923), v. L/Cpl. Warr (Royal Innis
killing Fusiliers) (welter weight champion Bombay
Presidency, 1924). Two very keen rounds resulted
in a win for Munro, who sent his man to the boards in
the first round with an upper cut. Warr, who was
well thought of and who is a stylish fighter, was out
classed by Munro's lightninglike attack. In the
second round Warr was down three times, but came
up very gamely until the k.o. Munro is a very
aggressive boxer; his blows had more force and a
large proportion connected. A popular win.
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C.S.M. Inst. A. McGowan (A.P.T.S.) (light weight
champion of the Army, 1922) v. Cpl. Birkett (King's
Dragoon Guards) (welter weight champion Scottish
Command, 1923). Two rounds sufficed to see
McGowan win this fight. Birkett was sent to the
boards as the bell rung to finish the first round, and he
received his quietus early in the second round.
FINALS.

Bantam Weights.—Pte. Jones (Royal Sussex) beat
Pte. Pine (Buffs) after three evenly contested rounds.
The Buff led in the second round, but Jones made
points in the last round and was awarded the verdict.
Pine is a promising youngster.
Feather Weights.—Pte. Mowbray (Royal Sussex)
beat Pte. Bell (Buffs) after a strenuous round. Both
landed heavy blows and took much punishment, Mow
bray securing the k.o. in the first round.
Light Weights.—Pte. Kelly (Royal Sussex) v. Pte.
Montague (Norfolks). Montague floored his man and
won in the second round. As in all the finals, both
contestants started very vigorously. Montague sent
his man to the boards with a straight right in the first
round. He has a useful and at times dangerous, left
with which he landed early in the second round and
secured the k.o.
INTERMEDIATE WEIGHTS.

Pte. Stephenson (Norfolks) beat Fusilier Brown
(Royal Fusiliers). Both men strove to make early
points and on one occasion both went to the boards
at the same time. This was the best of the final fights,
Stephenson obtaining the verdict on points after a
close fight.
Welter Weights.—Pte. Kingston (Royal Sussex)
beat Pte. Wilson (Norfolks) on points.
The final position of the teams was as follows :—
Royal Sussex, 16 points ; Norfolks, 13 ; Buffs, 9 ;
Royal Fusiliers, 7.
At the conclusion, Lieut.General Braithwaite
distributed the cups and medals to the winners and
before doing so said he was sure they all had felt that
that night they had seen good, clean, hard, sporting
fights with no sign of illtemper and much good humour
and chivalry. (Applause).
Capt. N. D. Rice (Buffs' Depot) had charge of the
arrangements for the evening's events, the organisation
of which left nothing to be desired.
(Kent Herald).

The Buffs Cottage Homes.
NE of the above cottages, having become
vacant, any exBuff of good character,
O
desirous of being considered for this vacancy,

should apply forthwith to The Secretary,
Past and Present Association, The Depot,
Canterbury, for consideration of the Committee.
The accommodation available is limited,
and only suitable for a small family. It is
essential that the occupant should have
sufficient means of maintenance and be in a
position to furnish the cottage. In applying,
full particulars should be sent of record of
service, number of children and ages, also age
of wife.
It should be noted that normally, preference
will be given to disabled men. The cottages
are situated near Broadstairs.
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CAMP.

last, after much unJj
certainty, it^j is possible
to getJ ahead with definite
arrangements for annual training.
We are to proceed by train, via
Portsmouth, in ajtmoreordess
normal way. The rumour that
a battleship was being sent home
from the China station to convey
us has not been substantiated.
There is a possibility that we
shall go into barracks at San
down instead of camping at
Yaverland Fort. This arrange
ment would have many ad
vantages and would be a novelty.
Our thanks really, for going to
the Isle of Wight at all, are due
to MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
LyndenBell, who exerted his influence on our behalf.
We are very grateful to him and hope to show our
gratitude by being up to strength by the time we go.
It is understood that he has promised to come and
' visit us in camp.
Talking of strength, we have enlisted 56 men in the
last month and we are now 590 strong on paper. This
leaves only 46 more to bring us up to establishment.
In one final effort to reach this number there are to be
recruiting meetings at Wingham, Ash, Chartham,
Whitstable and Brenchley all quite shortly. Already
all Company Commanders are taking advantage of our
promised camp in the Isle of Wight to well plaster their
areas with invitations to join us on our holiday.
Details for Easter camps are now fixed.
"A"
Company, wisely deciding not to risk the weather, are
to bivouac in one of Farmer Stone's barns. Here,
with a liberal supply of straw, and under the ever
thoughtful auspices of our R.Q.M.S., they will, we are
sure, be as snug as the proverbial bugs. They are to
concentrate mostly on elementary tactical exercises,
but will also spend a day on the range.
"B" Company, as already announced, are to devote
the holiday to musketry ; while "D" Company have
not quite decided between musketry and tactics. It is
thought though, that this Company will eventually
take the field on Good Friday in full battle array, as
they will have the advantage of Transport and Machine
Gunners. But it is learned with deepest regret that
their Company Commander will be absent.
The Machine Gun Platoon, who were to have
trained at Lydd, will suffer from the absence of their
popular Commander. Lieut. Bacon was unfortunately
badly smashed up at Rugger some time ago, but is now
on the high road to recovery, after a severe operation.
He was seen recently, surrounded by the creature
comforts of the convalescent, in a nursing home in
Highgate.
Drill Hall training is still being confined mostly to
musketry. This is extremely important in view of
the early approach of the musketry season. We must,
somehow, do better than we did last year. Our
number of men who failed to fire, sixteen, is not bad,
but averages declined all round. There are reasons
for this, chiefly because many of our trained men
qualified in the Lewis Gun last year for the first time ;
but we must certainly improve in the coming season.
This should not be a difficult matter, as we are training
so early, and we should be in a better position
therefore, to concentrate on our qualifying practices
between J uly and September.

l|There is not much news from Companies thisfmonth,
either in respect of socialjfestivities or changes. We
understand "A" Company, however, have had several
little social gatherings; while "B" ran a most
successful St. Patrick's night Dance at Canterbury.
This was extremely well attended and some of the
Fancy Dresses were magnificent. Prizes were many
and choice and all ranks thoroughly enjoyed their
evening.
"A" COMPANY (THANET).
Ramsgate Platoon.
Every Saturday during March, sixpenny dances have been held
at the Ramsgate Drill Hall, arrangements being in the hands of
C.Q.M.S. D. Marsh, Sgt. L Jennings, Sgt. A. Eastwood, L/Sgt. Dixon,
Corporals F. Hammon and W. Reynolds, refreshment arrangements
being run by Mrs. Buxton, Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Hammon and IVEs.
Jennings. On Thursday last, R.Q.M.S. Arnold gave an interesting
lecture on supplies and Camp Rationing. The Thanet Buffs are
bivouacing at Plum Pudding Island near Birchington for the Easter
weekend.

Sandwich Platoon.

Lieut.Colonel E. B. Burns inspected the Sandwich Detachment
on Monday last when there was a strong muster under Lieut.
The Hon. Walter James, who is arranging to hold a Smoking Concert
at Ash, when he hopes to raise a few recruits from that village for his
Platoon. A Carnival Dance arranged by C.Q.M.S. A. Twyman and
Sgt. Elvery took place at the Drill Hall on St. Patrick's night.

Heme Bay Platoon.
Recruiting in this detachment is still very disappointing, only two
having joined this year, the Platoon being much under strength and
the inability of the sporting town of Heme Bay to maintain its detach
ment of the National Army of thirty N.C.O"s and Men out of a male
population of 4,576 at full strength, is much regretted, when small
villages like Littlebourne and the small town of Sandwich have no
difficulty in raising thirty men.

Margate Detachment.
We have had quite a peaceful time this month, nothing very
exciting having happened. The most notable feature is the coming
of our new officer, Lieut. G. R. Warner. The detachment take this
opportunity of welcoming him to Margate Platoon.
We are looking forward to Easter Camp which has been sanctioned,
accommodation being allotted in a barn, full details of which will
appear in our next month's notes.
Our dances continue to be very popular ; our friends the R.A.F.
are a great asset.
Recruiting progresses steadily. "B" Company should not be too
confident of the shield for next year. I think "A" Company will have
something to say in the matter. Mr. Warner has not commenced
operations yet. We are sure something is going to happen in Margate
before very long.
Our notes are "very sparse this month, but we are still very much
alive ; next month's notes will be numerous.

Sittingbourne Detachment.
The time is now drawing near for our Company to fire their annual
course of musketry. We hope that every N.C.O. and Man will
endeavour to attend and if everybody puts their shoulder to the wheel
we are bound to come out on top ; cooperation of all ranks is the
keyword to success. It is our ambition to get every N.C.O. and Man
through his musketry course before the annual camp and to obtain
the highest average score in the Battalion. (Now then "B" Company,
shoulders to the wheel !). We are also preparing for and looking
forward to our annual training in camp at the Isle of Wight. We
sent our best thanks to our Commanding Officer in obtaining per
mission for us to go there. I feel sure all ranks will appreciate the
change and have a happy and enjoyable time.
We are pleased to report an increase of strength in the company
at Littlebourne of 33 recruits, which now brings our Company up to
160 strong ; great credit must be given to all those who raised this
detachment. We still have room for more recruits at Sittingbourne
and Whitstable. The best recruiters are the men themselves and we
are now looking forward to bringing our Company up to 200.
We held our monthly Spoon Shoot on the miniature range on the
23/2/26. We congratulate Pte.T. Knight on winning the Silver Spoon
with a score of 31. The Wooden Spoon went to L/Cpl. G. W. J. Davis.
What was he heard to say when he knew what his score was (8) :—
" Keep smiling, that is the spirit." The shoot is voluntary and open
to everybody of the detachment. We shall be pleased to see everyone
turn up.
All ranks heartily congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Watson on the birth
of a daughter, Dorothy Elsie.

Things we want to know.
What is the attraction at Faversham ? Is there anything on the
sky line ? Ask our Physical Training Instructor and Tug Wilson.
They say
what do they say ? They say that a great event of
importance is taking place shortly. Ask Homewood; may all his
troubles be little ones !
THE BUSY BEE.
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"D" COMPANY.
The activities of the Company have been more numerous this
month Recruiting for the Company has been slightly on the up
grade with decided hopes of increase within the next week or so and
larger attendance at parades is very noticeable
On Thursday and Saturday, 18th and 20th instant, the Drill Hall
was lent to the Dover Entertainments' Committee, who, in conjunction
with the Dover Garrison, arranged a Boxing Tournament, open to the
12th Infantry Brigade, for a magnificent Challenge Cup which has
been presented by the townspeople of Dover. Teams for this
Competition were entered by 1st Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, 1st
Battalion The Queen's Royal Regiment, 1st Battalion King's Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry, and Details The Bedfordshire and Hert
fordshire Regiment. As a mark of their appreciation of the town's
gift of the Challenge Cup, the Headquarters of the Dover Garrison
presented a very fine Challenge Cup to be competed for annually by
Territorial Units in Dover. Teams for this Cup were entered by 168th
Battery, R.A., 233rd Battery R.A., Cinque Ports (Fortress) Royal
Engineers and "D" Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs. It would
take up too much space to report all the contests of the two evenings
so we have decided to confine ourselves to the Territorial Contests.
The Dover Challenge Cup to the 12th Infantry Brigade was won by
the 1st Lancashire Fusiliers with 39 points, the runnersup oeing 1st
Battalion King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, with 31 points.
"D" Company's Team originally was composed of L/Cpl. W. Pascall
(Lightweights), Pte. Penn (Welterweight) and Pte. Foad (Feather
weight), but on weighingin, Pte. Penn was found to be two pounds
over weight, so at the eleventh hour we had to substitute Pte. Haddon
for Penn. On Thursday evening, I/Cpl. Pascall was matched against
Gnr. Hammond, 168th Battery R.A. Immediately on the commence
ment of the first round, Hammond endeavoured to be the aggressor,
but Pascall, cleverly warding off Hammond's wirlwind blows, got in
a terrific blow at his opponent's body, knocking Hammond out within
the first 45 seconds of the first, round. Pascall therefore qualifying
to meet L/Cpl. Collar, Royal Engineers, who had disposed of his
opponent, Driver Piggott, 233rd Battery, R.A. The next contest
was between Pte. Haddon and Gnr. Goodwin, 233rd Battery R.A.
The first round was, if anything, in favour of the Artilleryman, but in
the second round, Goodwin for one moment left his body unguarded 
Haddon took advantage immediately, delivering a terrific punch to
his opponent's solar plexus, administering the " knockout." Sapper
Parker, Royal Engineers, having won his fight against Gnr. Mann,
168th Battery, R.A., Haddon qualified to meet Parker in the Final.
On Saturday evening, Pte. Foad met Dr. Marchant in the semifinal
of the Featherweight contest, and after quite a quiet fight,
was
adjudged winner on points. Owing to damage to his hand, Sapper
Parker had, unfortunately, to award the final of the welter weights to
Pte. Haddon without a contest. The best Territorial fight was then
witnessed, between L/Cpl. Collar, Royal Engineers and L/Cpl. Pascall,
the Buffs. It was obvious from the very beginning that Pascall was
the most experienced boxer of the two, but great credit is due to Collar
for the plucky way in which he took heavy punishment. Just before
the end of the first round, Pascall landed a staggering blow to Collar's
body, but Collar was saved from a possible knockout in that round by
the gong. In the second round, Pascall attacked throughout, giving
a very good exhibition of body hitting, which is so often conspicuous
by its absence in Army Boxing. As was expected, Pascall eventually
got in a blow which knocked out Collar. Pte. Foad then met Sapper
Phillips, Royal Engineers, in the finals of the featherweight contest,
a very close fight
being witnessed ; so close, in fact, that an
extra round had to be fought, Phillips being then declared the winner
on points. Credit is due to Pte. Foad, especially as Thursday night was
his first appearance in the Ring.
Colonel Spooner, Lancashire Fusiliers, in handing over the
Challenge Cup to Captain Lionel Smith, congratulated the Company's
representatives on their good sporting spirit. Sergeant Drummer
Tripp, Sgt. T. W. Foad and L/Sgt. B. Foad very ably acted as seconds
to our team, their own experience in the " fistic"
art being
very valuable. The Company, through the medium of its
representatives is now out to find
further Territorial Boxing
Conquests !
The Corps of Drums is very pleased that at last, their merits have
been officially recognised, with the result that during the coming
Summer months they will take their turn with the Regular Corps of
Drums in the "Beating Retreat" on the sea front.
This
performance, which started in Dover two years ago, has become a very
popular entertainment and Dover is the only town in the United
Kingdom where this oldtime practice of beating Retreat is carried
out in public. The Drums proceeded to Sandwich on Sunday, 21st
March, to assist the Detachment there in a Church Parade, and also
to Beat Retreat at 5.30 p.m. Despite a bitterly cold easterly wind,
both the Church Parade and the Retreat were witnessed by big crowds.
The Drums were very hospitably entertained bv Lieut, the Hon.
Walter James, O.C. Sandwich Detachment "and consequently
thoroughly enjoyed their outing.

For Good Value.
Place your orders with the firms whose names
you find in our pages, and kindly mention
" The Dragon
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Mrs. Smithers.

O

F course my dear" spoke Mrs. Smithers, as she
discussed
domestic
problems
with
Mrs.
Scrubbers, " it's about time us married women of the
regiment put our feet down. Yes ! put our feet down
with a mighty bang against the 'ardships we suffers at
the 'ands of our 'usbands. Yer know, my dear, they
talks to us as if we 'adn't the right to be on the earth,
but they forgets that if it wasn't for us women—the
microbes wouldn't be in existence to tramp upon our
good nature likes they do."
"I quite agrees wiv yer " replied Mrs. Scrubbers.
" I up'olds every fing yer as to say ; yer know my old
man came rushing 'ome the other night and said 'e
'ad to get on picket duty or summit like it; so I 'urries
and 'urries acleaning 'is boots and orf 'e goes. Well
my dear, I knowed 'e wouldn't be back until midnight,
so I goes out to do a bit of shopping and get a couple
of sardines for 'is breakfast. Oh ! my old man does
like 'is sardines. As I was apassing the ' Red Cow '
I suddenly fort of summit and popped in—only to see
the time my dear—when Lor bless yer, I spotted me
'alf canned 'usband a standing on an empty beer barrel,
'olding a pot in each of 'is 'ands, and asinging about
the men that made old England. Well, I arsks yer me
dear—is that the way any man ought to treat 'is
wife ?"
"I understands yer feelings only too well"
answered Mrs. Smithers, as she pulled out the gin
bottle from under her apron and poured out a couple
of tots ; " its simply awful the ways they as ; yer
know my dear, its eighteen years since me 'usband
first made love to me be'ind the cook 'ouse, when 'e
called me 'is little jam tart, and by special request—
yes, by special request my dear—I promised to change
me name, so that it would be the same as 'e 'ad on 'is
identity disc. Of course, Mrs. Scrubbers, I was a lidy
then—yes, a real born lidy ; when I looks back and
thinks as 'ow I cast me pretty name of ' Primfigure '
at the feet of the 'orrible Jimmy Smithers, when
I might 'ave 'ad a Dook for the asking, it makes me
feel quite miserable, it does. Then, after all, men
don't fink nuffink of yer my dear after they've seen
yer face for a few years ; when I told Private Jimmy
Smithers—to give the worm 'is full War Orfice title—
that there was such a thing as a woman who, just for
love, throws aside 'er station in life, 'e starts asinging
about ' Tell me the same old story ! ' "
" Of course my dear, the trouble is that my
old man's been and gone on the tack ; it was so much
more like 'ome when I could sit for an hour or so,
enjoying a little drop of medicine, whilst my old man
was performing vanishing tricks with pint glasses in
the canteen. Now— 'e comes in after parade and
gives out 'is orders as to what I shall buy, how much
I must spend and says I'm to do the enconomy
stunt for the next two years until 'e goes away ; then
'e marks up the calendar and crosses orf the number of
days 'es done for an A.T.A. medal. Oh dear ! ours
is an 'appy 'ome since Jimmy went orf 'is gargle."
" I feels so sorrv for yer, Mrs. Smithers " at last
spoke her friend, after repeated efforts to get a word
in. " Would yer believe me when I says my 'usband
came 'ome and asked me if I knowed who invented
that there wireless ; of course my dear I gave 'im the
name of every man I could fink of, but they was all
wrong. When 'e told me ' Adam ' because 'e made
a loud speaker out of one of 'is spare parts, yer could
]ave knocked me down my dear. I takes it as another
insult to us women, but it'll all be finished when we
puts our feet down. Goodnight Mrs. Smithers—Good
night!"
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Shortly after the departure of Mrs. Scrubbers, the
door opened and in walked Private Smithers ; he
sniffed—sniffed again, and turning to his wife, who
had got busy mending socks, commenced to show his
authority.
" Gin—eh ! ; drinking gin are yer ?"
" Oh no, my dear, but of course I can't stop Mrs.
Scrubbers 'aving a drop when she pops in to see the
time—can I ? As for me, it'd break me 'eart to touch
it me dear, while yer're striving for that there A.T.A.
medal."
Jimmy was in no mood for talking soft soap : he
was out for business and meant to take an important
part in the domestic affairs of his household. After
a few preliminary rounds he warmed up—
" No ! I'm not agoing to 'ave it " he said. " I've
made up me mind to pay yer fifteen bob a week to
provide for me, yerself and the eight kids, and
of course, find yer own pocket money ; as for the
youngsters, I'll give 'em a penny each to do what they
likes wiv."
Mrs. Smithers bowed in acknowledgement and
suggested that he should take greater care against the
squandering of such a sum injudiciously, which only
gave her husband a further opportunity of showing his
authority as head of the house—or as corrected by his
wife—the four rooms on the top floor of "B" block.
" Of course I shall want yer to keep a grocery book
and check whats yer spend, just to keep the accounts
straight and
"
" B u t my dear " interjected Mrs. Smithers ; " you
cannot keep a family on fifteen bob a week and
"
" I want no blooming arguments about it at all ;
won't listen to 'em. If the quartermaster can feed
a brawny soldier on threepence a day, I sees no reason
why yer can't feed us lot on fifteen
bob a week.
Besides, once and for all, remember—you 'ave to obey
orders, and do as I tells yer—understand that !"
" Yes my dear, I'll obey them orders alright ; I told
the parson I would when 'e said ' wilt thou obey this
man '—yes, 'e did say ' man ' my dear—and I won't
go back on me word now."
" Well, its about time you and Mrs. Scrubbers and
a few more like yer in the quarters paid more attention
to what the parson said ; any'ow, I likes to refresh
yer memory sometimes."
" I thinks it ud be better if yer refreshed me mouth
my dear ; however yer can stand there and see me
tongue 'anging out like a thirsty dorg, proves yer aint
got a bit of symphony for yer poor wife."
" I don't care tuppence about thirsty dorgs"
replied Private Smithers, at the same time bringing
his fist down with a thud on the table : "if we as to
do things at all, they must be done well, and yer can't
do that unless yer as a system. Why, yer don't think
I'm going to walk in 'ere every week and fling money
all over the floor—do yer ?i'
" No certainly not, my dear. We aint the Dook
and Dutcheese just yet, and money aint picked up orf
the floor every day—is it ?"
" Never mind what we are. I repeat—we must
'ave a system : every pay day yer must lay a blanket
over the kitchen table, and when I calls yer names,
you and the kids'll come up to the table, draw yer
yer pay and go away. Thats 'ow they do it in
the regiment and I wants no grumbling about it eiver,
and remember I was given the authority when I slipped
the 'oop on yer finger—got me ?"
" Yes, and you've got me darling—aint yer ?"
The first pay day passed off fairly satisfactory,
except that Mrs. Scrubbers was warned that the pay
could not be kept about, whilst Dora and Dolly played
buck and gobs on the doorstep of the married quarters,
or whilst young Jimmy and Jack Smithers finished
their game of pipping flies from horses' backs with pea
shooters from the window of the transport stables.

Moreover, it would add prestige and respect if the
children saluted after drawing their penny, but if the
family were to be properly trained on the right lines,
it was essential that Mother should first
set the
example. Consequently, the ensuing week was devoted
to saluting drill, which nearly ended in disaster owing
to Mrs. Smithers—overdoing the semicircular motion—
flopping her hand through the front room window, and
kicking off two and six in debt.
The second pay day found things much more in
order ; Mrs. Smithers was pulled up for answering
back something about a half crown, but was allowed to
go away without creating a disturbance. The following
morning found Private Jimmy Smithers having what
was known as a long sleep. He was not required on
Guard mounting parade until half past nine, so did
not roll out of bed before eight o'clock; then he
shaved, washed, had breakfast and touched up his
equipment, until the halfhour's dress sounded, when
he commenced to change into red.
It then dawned upon Private Smithers that some
thing vias wrong ; he started pulling out this drawer
and that drawer, searching boxes and kit bags,
scrambling about on top of cupboards and swearing
and foaming like a madman. When Mrs. Smithers
came in from the wash house, she found the place in
an uproar, with all the little Smithers sprawling about
the floor like a lot of ants searching for food.
" Where's my blooming trousers ?" he yelled.
" Listen ! there goes the blinking quarter bugle and
I've to get on parade or go in the clink. Don't
yer want me to get the stick ? Come on—'and over
my strides or I'll smash every
"
" Yer'll smash what" interposed Mrs. Smithers,
as she advanced towards her husband, who retreated
into the far corner of the room. " Just yer look 'ere
my beauty—the only blooming stick ver'il get is this
one, unless yer dubs up the money yer've 'ad out of
me for the last two weeks." Then from under her
apron she produced a really hefty copper stick and
dangled it in close proximity to her husband's nose.
Private Smithers was ambushed ; he quickly
complied with the request and received in exchange
the garment. In feverish haste he got dressed, and
just managed to arrive on parade and buckle his belt
before being called to attention, vowing to wash out
family saluting drill, pay days and resolving to go
straight away off the tack.
" Good morning, Mrs. Smithers."
" Good morning, Mrs. Scrubbers. I tamed 'im this
morning alright, and that's what all us women wants
to do. Then followed the unfolding of the episode
that led to the undoing of Private Jimmy Smithers,
concluding with the remark that if he hadn't given in,
he would have had to go on guard mounting like a
Gordon Highlander without a spurn.
" I admires yer pluck Mrs. Smithers, but I
couldn't do it to my old man. Why, if I was to 'ide
'is trousers like that, the Lord knows what 'ed do to
me the next time we goes on an outing."
JB.
(Continued in June issue).
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Regimental Gazette.
OFFICERS.
THE BUFFS.—:Capt. A. B. Thomson, M.B.E., is seed, for serv. on
the Staff (Feb. 11).
THE BUFFS.—Maj. G. T. D. Hickman having attained the age
limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Off. (Feb. 19).

2nd Battalion.
STRENGTHINCREASE.
6278733 L/Cpl. A. Allen, joined Bn. from Regtl. Depot on 16126,
taken on strength and posted to "H.Q." Wing.
Recruit Boy P. Longman, "H.Q." attested at Canterbury for 1st
Buffs, 11126, for 9 yrs. with Colours and 3 Reserve. Joined Bn.
12126 and posted to "H.Q." Wing.
6279371 Sgt. A. Bennett, posted to Battalion 13226.
5943490 Pte. A. Gentle, joined Battalion 20226.
6282128 Bdsm. E Hughes, discharged 13226.
6278387 Pte. J. Richards, discharged 4326.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6278534 L/S. McNeir, "C," promoted Sergt. 21126, vice
6278913 Page, borne Supernumerary to Establishment.
6280353 Cpl. J. Kelsey, "H.Q." appointed Paid L/Sergt., 21126,
vice 6278534 McNeir promoted.
6281951 L/Cpl. R. Thomas, promoted Corporal 251225.
6281700 L/Cpl. V. Riley, promoted Corporal 14126.
6281541 L/Cpl. C. Fagg, promoted Corporal 17126.
6281733 L/Cpl. C. Nash, promoted Corporal 21126.
6278785 L/Cpl. F. Shaw, appointed Paid L/Corporal, 1126.
6278759 L/Cpl. D. Gunningham, appointed Paid L/Corporal,
14126.
6281529 Pte. F. Hudson, 6281681 Pte. A. Parker, 6279450 Pte. R.
Whittington, appointed Drummers, 24226.
EXTENSION OF SERVICE.
6278666 Cpl. J. Miles, extended his Service to complete 12 years
with the Colours, 17226.
ARMY RESERVE.
6278753 Cpl. G. Amos, "D," transferred to A. Res., 13126, under
K.R's., 362 (ii) (a) and s.o.s.
6282660 Pte. J. Revill, "H.Q." transferred to A. Res., 13126,
under K.R.'s., 362 (ii) (c) and s.o.s.
6278602 Bds. C. Martin, "H.Q." transferred to A. Res., 23126,
under K.R.'S., 362 (i) and struck off strength.
6278723 Pte. W. Lansdown, "D," transferred to Army Reserve,
26126, under K.R.'s 362 (i) and s.o.s.
6279460 Pte. W. Lambert, "B," transferred to A. Res., 30126,
under K.R.'s., para. 362 (i) and struck off strength.
6282502 Pte. W. Knieriem, "B," transferred to A. Res., 3226,
under K.R.'s., 362 (ii)*(c) and struck off strength.
6278599 Cpl. R. Woods, "A," transferred to A. Res., 16126,
under K.R.'s para. 362 (i) and s.o.s. accordingly.
The following are transferred to Army Reserve :—
6278729 Drm. J. Underdown, 10226 ; 6278756 Pte. A. Fuller,
24226; 6279811 Pte. H. Gilbert, 26226; 6278758 Pte. G. Wicks,
26226 ; 6282452 Pte. J. Barlow, 25226 ; 6278740 L/Cpl. T. Pearce,
2326; 6278738 L/Cpl. B. Gunningham, 2326 ; 6278761 L/Cpl.
H. Goodsell, 2326 ; 6278386 Cpl. H. Bennett, 4326 ; 6278743 Pte.
H. Kempton, 4326 ; 6278746 Pte. C. Davis, 4326 ; 6278745 Pte.
L. Limmer, 4326 ; 6278769 Pte. S. Stutely, 4326 ; 6278785 L/Cpl.
T. Shaw, 5326 ; 6278742 Pte. D. Daley, 6326 ; 6278499 Pte. R.
French, 6326 ; 6278750 Pte. W. Hutchcraft, 9326 ; 6278751 Pte.
F. Roe, 10326; 6278752 Pte. E Ross, 10326.
ATTACHED .
6278096 Sgt. H. Blackman, "H.Q." attached to 2nd Bn. The Cold
stream Guards, Aldershot, w.e.f., 31126, inclusive.
6279932 Pte. A. Hart, "D," attached to 2nd Bn. The Cheshire
Regt., Tidworth, w.e.f., 2226, inclusive.
1037656 L/Cpl. H. Dell, "D," attached to Army School of Physical
Training.
6280828 L/Cpl. J. Godfrey, "B," Aldershot, for R. and A., w.e.f.,
6126, inclusive.
QTPFMGTU DDGDT? A QT7
6281889 Pte. E Watts, "H.Q" posted to Regt. Depoi, 21 I 26,
for a tour of duty and s.o.s. accordingly.
6278913 Sgt. E. Page, "C," embarked at Liverpool on 2012;
per S.S. Adda for West Africa for employment with W.A.F.F.
6278117 Sgt. L. Potter, "A," embarked at Liverpool 32 26, per
S.S. Abinsi, for Sierra Leone for service with W.A.F.F.
6653117 Pte. G. Owen, posted to Regt. Depot, 22226.
6281708 Cpl. W. Richardson, posted to Regt. Dep^t 272 26.
6279860 Sgt. E. Buxton, M.M., posted to 4tli Bn The Buffs,
13226.
TRANSFERINTER UNIT.
6281954 Pte. L. Knapp, "A," transferred to 1st Battalion The
Lincolnshire Regt., 21126, under K.R.'s., 290 (ii). (Authy : H.Qrs.
9th Inf. Bde. No. 2904, dated 18126). Rationed up to and for
21 126.
6282683 Pte. C. Wilkinson, "A," transferred to 1/The Middlesex
Regt., 13126, under K.R.'s 290 (ii) and s.o.s. accordingly
(Authv :
H.Q., 9th Inf. Bde. No. 2893 dated 9126).
COURSE.
6281708 Cpl. W. Richardson, "A," attended 29th Course at W.O.
School of Edn., Shorncliffe, 91025 to 181225 and passed "First
Class."

Depot.
APPOINTMENTS.
6278771 L/Sgt. A. Bromley, appointed Paid LanceSergeant, vice
Hancock promoted, 4/2/26.
ATTACHMENTS.
6188637 Sgt. A. Daisley, rejoined from attachment to 2nd Battalion
Coldstream Guards w.e.f., 25/2/26.
6281586 L/Cpl. L Bygrave and 6280981 L/Cpl. T. West, ceased
to be attached to Depot 17/2/26 on embarkation for 1st Battalion.
6279174 Sgt. A. Ross, ceased to be attached to the S.A.S. Hythe,
w.e.f., 6/3/26.
6281492 L/Cpl. A. Hudson, ceased to be attached to The Depot
w.e.f., 28/2/26. On embarkation to 1st Battalion.
6278689 Cpl. G. Dray, proceeded to Army Physical Training
School, Aldershot, for Vocational Training Course w.e.f., 11/3/26.
6282153 L/Cpl. F. Drake, attached to Depot from 2nd Battalion
w.e.f., 9/3/26.
STRENGTHINCREASE.
6653117 Pte. G. Owen, posted from 2nd Battalion, w.e.f., 23/2/26.
6281742 Pte. P. Hayward, disembarked at Southampton from
1st Battalion.
6281837 Pte. R. Carter, 20/2/26, admitted to R.V. Hospital,
Netley, 20/2/26.
6279274 Pte. S. Thompson, disembarked at Southampton from 1st
Battalion, 20/2/26. Posted to Depot 21/2/26, pending Pre. Transfer
to A.R.
6281335 Pte. S. Follett, disembarked at Southampton from 1st
Battalion 20/2/26. Proceeded to Dorchester Prison, pending dis
charge.
6281708 Cpl. Richardson, posted from 2nd Battalion w.e.f.,
24/2/26.
STRENGTHDECREASE.
5993490 Pte. A. Gentle, posted to 2nd Battalion, w.e.f., 20/2/26.
6279144 Pte. H. Bulgin, extended his service to complete 12 years
with the Colours, 2/3/26. (Authy : O i/c. Records No. R/4961, dated
2/3/26).
RECRUITS.
Pte. E Sharpe, attested 17226 ; Pte. H. Heath, 18226;
Pte. W. Moore, Pte. C. Brinton, 23226 ; Pte. E. Hobbs, 24226 ;
Pte. E Pooley, 22226 ; Pte. C. Gilding, Pte. W. Farthing, 26226 ;
Pte. A. Eades, Pte. R. Pollard, 1326 ; Pte. G. GippSmith, 2326 ;
Pte. J. Warburton, 3326 ; Pte. E Pemberton, Pte. R. Thompson,
10326 ; Pte. A. Russell, 12326.
DISCHARGES.
6282980 Pte. J. Kennedy, discharged under para. 363 (xviii)
17226. (Authy : HCA/4326/A, dated 4226).
6281531 Pte. F. Morrison, discharged under para. 363 (x)
17226. (Authy: HCA/5/892/A, dated 19126).
6282958 Pte. W. Lower, discharged under para. 363 (x)
19226. (Authy : HCA/5/907/A, dated 30126).
6283116 Pte. F. King, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a)
19226.
6283105 Pte. S. Holgate, discharged under para. 363 (ix) (a)
19—2—26.
6281335 Pte. S. Follett, discharged under para. 363 (xiii)
26226.
2214256 Pte. W. Gray, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (b)
22226. (Authy : G.O.C., HCA/5/936/A, dated 19226).
6283095 Pte. S. David, discharged under para. 363 (vii)
2326.
6282900 Pte. W. E. Read, discharged under para. 363 (xviii)
8326. (Authy : C.R.E.C., 8/94405/A. 1, dated 3326).

K.R.,
K.R.,
K.R.,
K.R.,
K.R.,
K.R.,
K.R.,
K.R.,
K.R.,

TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
7812146 Pte. G. McLean, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R., 17226.
6278735 Pte. B. Barnes, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R., 19226.
6278760 Pte. C. Skinner, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R., 23226.
6278754 Pte. W. Shillito, 6278755 Pte. J. Collins, transferred to
Army Reserve under para. 362 (1) K.R., 24226.
6278770 Pte. F. Goddard, 6278757 Pte. B. Bish, 6278737 Pte. H.
Ringe, transferred to Army Reserve under para. 362 (1) K.R., 26226.
6278763 Pte. B. Powell, 6278744 Pte. W. Giles, transferred to Army
Reserve under para. 362 (1) K.R., 27226.
6279274 Pte. S. Thompson, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (11) (o), 27226. (Authy: W.O. letter 19/T/216 (AG8B),
dated 6126).

The 4th Battalion.
PERMANENT STAFF.
6279731 Sgt. A. Bennett, "A," proceeded to Portland with wife
and three children on completion of tour of duty, and rejoins 2/Buffs
with effect from 14/2/26. (Auth : Officer i/c. Records, Hounslow,
No. R/4946, dated 291225).
TRANSFER.
6282831 Pte. E. Castle, "D," (Dover), transferred to the Cinque
Ports (Fortress), R.E. Dover, w/e from 15226. (Auth : K.A..
1/8396/1, dated 16226.
T/2388 Pte. H. Bliss, "D," (Dover), transferred from Cinque Ports
(F) R.E., w/e from 23226.
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REENG AGEMENTS.

6281508 Pte. W. Adams "A," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
20226.
6281050 Pte. J. Flowers, 'D," re engaged for 1 year w/e from
18226.
6281065 L/Cpl. W. Irvine, "D," reengaged for 4 years w/e from
22226.
6281498 Dr. F. Pascall, "D," reengaged for 4 years w/e from
3226.
6281146 Sgt. A. Phil pott, "D, reengaged for 1 year from 22226,
6281064 Pte. H. Smith, "D," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
18226.
6281058 Pte. R. Smith, "D," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
18226.
7143014 L/Cp). M. White, "D," reengaged for 4 years from 24226.
6280936 Pte. A. Baker, "B," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
16226.

6281530 Pte. C. Bunch "C," reengaged for 4 vears w/e from
17226.
6281591 Pte. E. Carter. "D," reengaged for 4 years w/e
from 31326.
6281049 L/Cpl. A. Fuggle, "D," reengaged for 1 year w/e
from 18226.
6281583 Pte. W. Fuller, "A," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
18226.

6281076 Cpl. F. Holland, "D," reengaged for 4 years w/e from
14326.
6281142 Pte. E. Philpott, "D," reengaged for 1 year w/e
from 18226.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to companies as shown :—
6283052 Boy W. Beecroft, "D," (Dover), 3226.
6283051 Boy G. Cheney, "D," (Dover), 3226
6283957 Pte. C. Gates, "C," (Tenterden), 181225.
6283054 Pte. S. Harding, "C," (Tenterden), 13126.
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6283053 Pte. S. Ralph, "A," (Margate), 20126.
6283055 Pte. A. Skinner, "C," (Tenterden), 13126.
6283056 Pte. E. Stone, "A," (Heme Bay), 21126.
DISCHARGES.
6280837 Pte. J. Bailey "C," (H.den.), discharged T. of E w/e from
2126.

6281392 Pte. N. Gatehouse, "D," (Folkestone), discharged T. of E.
w/e from 30126.
6282672 Pte. A. Jarvis "A," (Margate), discharged having joined
R. Navy, 11226.
6280832 Pte. J. Loster, "C," (H.den.), discharged T. of E. w/e
from 191225.
6280864 Pte. R. Smith, "A," (Heme Bay), discharged having
joined R. Navy, 71225.
6281499 Pte. F. Thornby, "B," (Canterbury), discharged T. of E.
w/e from 15126.
6280861 Pte. J. Wells, "A," (F.bay.), discharged T. of E. w/e from
13126.
6282433 Pte. H. Figg, "D," (Dover), discharged having joined
Reg. Army. (Lane. Fusiliers, 22226).
6282652 Pte. E Gilham. "D," (Dover), discharged having joined
Reg. Army. (R.R. Art.), 2326.
PROMOTIONS.
6282248 Cpl. J. Ansell, "D," promoted Signaller Sergeant vice
Lloyd, discharged w/e from 18725.
5820299 L/S. S. Marshall, "A," promoted Sergt. vice Hayward
w/e from 23226.
6280930 L/Cpl. H. Boswell, "A," to be Corporal vice Newman,
discharged w/e from 7/12/25.
REVERSION.
6281442 Sgt. F. Hay ward, "A," reverts to the rank of Corporal at
his own request w/e from 22226.
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION.
6280467 R.Q.M.S. G. Arnold, "B," completed a Course of Insrt.
in Regtl. Qr. Mr's. duties at Portland from 11 126 to 21126.
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Personalia.

E are very pleased to hear that General
W
Sir Arthur Paget, who is still in the
South of France, is sufficiently well to sail his
own yacht and has recently won a race with
her.

MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge has
now taken up his residence at Bartlemy Cottage,
Newbury.
We very much regret to note the death,
at the age of 57, of Brig.Gen. Neil Haig, C.B.,
C.M.G., who recently commanded at Canter
bury.
Col. Sir Theodore Brinckman was one of
the party at the recent Regimental Golf Meet
ing at Folkestone, on Thursday, 22nd April.
He looked very well and as usual added
considerably to the cheeriness of the gathering.

Price Sixpence.

Such a lot of people seem to have won
money over " Jack Horner " in the National.
We understand that the name of this horse,
whispered in the ear of a certain Divisional
Commander, is sure to produce a pleasant
smile. The 2nd Battalion should remember
this !
£30 is still required to meet the expenses of
the visit of the Regimental Party to Toronto
next month ; but as replies from several officers
regarding subscriptions have not yet been
received, it is expected that the deficit will
soon be rectified, the invitation has therefore
been accepted. The visit should be most inter^
esting and enjoyable, and should strengthen
the bonds that already exist between The Bufis
and The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
There is a chance that Major Crookenden
may be home for a short time in July.

Colonel J. Kennedy visited the Depot
during April. In spite of some bad falls in
recent PointtoPoint races, he seemed very
well and in no way depressed by his bad luck.

Major and Mrs. Gould have been in
England for some weeks, and have now
returned to Cibonre. They were down in
Canterbury for a short visit, staying with
Major and Mrs. Norman.

Colonel Power hopes to be home on leave in
July, August and September and it is possible
that Colonel Eneas may be home on Colonel
Power's return, if the battalion is still at
Gibraltar.

Those of our readers who remember
Major Kerans at Canterbury will join us in
congratulating him on the birth of a daughter
on the 21st April.

We understand that the date of the move
of the 1st Battalion from Gibraltar to Meerut
will be made known about the middle of May.
Lt.Col. H. F. Sparrow has just returned
from Cannes and Monte Carlo where he has
been staying for the last eight weeks.
We understand that Lt.Colonel and Mrs.
Eaton will be back in England early this
month and that at first their time will be
divided between London and Sussex.

Major A. H. Tylden Pattenson was in
London during April looking extremely fit.
Major Archer Honblon has returned home
from South Africa.
Major E. G. T. Hickman is once again busy
arranging the Horse Show which is to be held
in Canterbury on Thursday, July 29th.
Thanks to the arrival of the 11th Hussars at
Shorncliffe, a Polo Pony Class is included in
this year's prize list.
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It was most unfortunate that the Golf
Society's indefatigable secretary, Captain
H. H. C. Baird, was laid up with a severe
attack of lumbago during the recent meeting,
and could only direct operations from his room
at the Wampach Hotel, Folkestone.
Captain and Mrs. Goff have returned from
Monte Carlo where we hear they made a little
at the tables. They hope to let their flat
in London and spend most of the summer at
Highcliffe.
Folkestone Steeplechases on the 7th and 8th
of April, were not so well patronised as usual;
the sport was quite good, but the weather
unkind.
We congratulate Mr. Reid on winning the
1st Battalion Regt. Race at the Royal Calpe
Hunt point to point.
Also Captain C. S. Field on winning the
2nd Battalion Regimental Race at the Cattistock
PointtoPoint Meeting. This is the second
year in succession that Captain Field has won.
Captain and Mrs. Morgan, who have been
vainly trying to find a suitable house in
Aldershot, have decided to build one for
themselves.
Captain R. M. Watson and Mr. T. H.
Spear are shortly proceeding on a motor tour
through France. We hope to be able, next
month, to give an account of the trip, with
data, which may be found useful to others
contemplating a similar holiday.
Captain H. C. T. and Mrs. Stronge are at
present staying in Canterbury. They were
amongst the audience at the most excellent
performance given last month at the Depot,
in aid of the Benevolent Fund. We would
take this opportunity of expressing our
appreciation of the performance, and thank
the performers for so kindly assisting the funds
of the Regiment.
Mr. Foster Hall, during his Staff College
vacation, has been making a tour of the
Battle Fields in France and Belgium.
Mr. R. J. ThorneThorne writes from
Durban that he is making a tour of South
Africa with a view to taking up farming in
that delightful country. We wish him the
best of luck and venture to suggest that he
should on no account miss seeing East
Griqualand before finally deciding where to
settle.

Mr. T. N. Penlington expects to arrive
home from Nigeria on leave in June. All
correspondence should be addressed to him
at 94 Piccadilly.
Mr. J. C. T. Crozier was seen at Folkestone
Races and the East Kent and Catterick Point
to Point meetings, from which we presume that
he has completely recovered from his recent
illness.
We offer onr sincere congratulations to
Sgt.Major Dare, who, we understand, is
shortly to be appointed QuarterMaster of the
2nd Battalion.
Mr. T. Burke, late Sergeant, 2nd Battalion,
writes from Kwala Lampur that he is looking
forward to his next leave, which is due in
September, 1927. He sends his best wishes
to all old friends.
We again congratulate Sgt. W. Beale, this
time on winning the FeatherWeight Boxing
Championship of the Imperial Services.
Mr. G. Wellard (late 6280363 Pte.) has
been in London during April trying to fix up
an engagement for himself and his wife. We
are glad to hear that he is looking very fit.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.
Manning.—6278083 C.Q.M.S. H. Manning, a
son, Edward Horace Thomas, born at
Canterbury, 24/2/26.
Torre—On April 1st, at Eastbourne, to Mr.
E. W. Torre (late 1st Battalion The Buffs),
a daughter.

The Buffs Cottage Homes.
Financial Assistance for selected Applicants.

I

^HE Homes were originally erected to house
soldiers disabled on service. Through lack
of funds it has not been possible hitherto to
make a sufficient allowance for this to be strictly
adhered to. The finances of the Benevolent
Fund having improved, the Committee are
prepared to consider applications from disabled
Buffs who are not in a position to support them
selves, and to grant a maintenance allowance.
ONE COTTAGE IS NOW VACANT.
Application to the Secretary,
Past and Present Association The Buffs,
The Depot, Canterbury.
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Battles of the Buffs.
(4) WALCOURT, 1689.
campaign, the action of Walconrt, Marl
HE Holland Regiment was fortunate in
borough opened the eyes of both enemies and
not being involved either in the
allies to his own capacity and to the excellent
suppression of Monmouth's Rebellion or in
fighting qualities of his troops.
the campaigns in Ireland of 1689—1691. In
On 24th August, 1689, the Allies encamped
1689 the name of the regiment was changed
about one mile from the small walled town of
to Prince George of Denmark's Regiment, and,
Walconrt, which they occupied with a German
following on the disbandment of his old regi
regiment. On the morning of the 25th, large
ment, it now took precedence as the Third
parties of foragers were sent out, covered by
Foot. Prince George of Denmark (whose
a force of 600 British Infantry, formed of
portrait is reproduced) was the husband of
detachments from every regiment, with 200
Princess Anne, second daughter of King
foreign|horse, the whole being
James II. and subsequently
under the command of Colonel
Queen of England. This is
Hodges. The infantry occu
the beginning of the associa
pied the village of Forges, and
tion between the regiment
the cavalry were pushed for
and the Royal House of
ward to cover their front.
Denmark. About the same
time, the colonelcy of the
Marshal d'Humieres, the
regiment was bestowed on
French commander, had been
LieutenantColonel
Charles
recently reinforced by 6,000
men, and now advanced on
Churchill of the Queen's
Regiment. This officer was
Walconrt with the object of
forcing a battle on the Allies.
a brother of the Duke of
The Allied cavalry were rapidly
Marlborough and was to
remain colonel for many
driven in by the French horse,
but Colonel Hodges had lined
years: He was a fine fighting
the hedgerows and enclosures
soldier, and eventually rose
about Forges with his infantry
to the rank of general.
and they held off the French
France had declared war
cavalry anddismounted
against the States General in
dragoons for about 1\ hours,
1689, when William III. had
by which time the greater
set out on his successful
number of the foragers had
expedition to England. In
made good their retreat.
pursuance of treaty obliga
Fighting a skilful rearguard
tions, England was called
action quite in accordance
upon to furnish a contingent
with present day regulations,
of troops for the protection of
Prince George of Denmark.
Colonel Hodges then occupied
the Netherlands and in March
a
mill
and
its
outbuildings
and from this position
and April, 1689, four battalions of^the Guards
heavy casualties were again inflicted on the
and six of the Line, including Prince George
pursuing enemy. The main body of the French
of Denmark's, or Churchill's Regiment as it
were now arriving on the scene and Marlborough,
was commonly called, embarked for the Low
who had hurried to the front, seeing that the
Countries.
defenders of the mill would be isolated .and
Lord Marlborough was in command of the
overwhelmed if they maintained their position,
British contingent, which apparently at first
ordered Colonel Hodges to withdraw his
was of doubtful assistance. Regiments were
troops to some higher ground to the East
under establishment, illdisciplined, sickly,
of the town. This further retirement was
quarrelsome, badly equipped and ready to
carried out with great gallantry and coolness,
stand on their dignity, claiming many
Hodges' men covering their own movement
privileges. Marlborough had much to contend
by their own fire assisted by that of a
with in reducing these unruly elements to
regiment on the walls of the town. " Fire
order, but besides being one of the foremost
and Movement " was apparently well under
generals of all time, he was an administrator
stood.
of the highest order ; cared for his men and
The French Army now tried to capture
earned their affection and gratitude. The
the town by direct assault, but failed with
result was that in the only engagement of this
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heavy losses after repeated attempts, which
at one time were on the point of succeeding
when the colonel of the Coldstream Guards,
at the head of his own and a German
regiment, forced his way into the town and
brought help to the garrison. The French
then turned their attention to Hodges' troops
on their hill to the East of the town. The
latter, greatly outnumbered, were soon in a
position of great danger and a counterattack
from both flanks was ordered to extricate
them. This
was
a brilliant success:
Slangenberg attacked from one flank, while
Marlborough at the head of the English troops,
himself leading the Life and Horse Guards,
made a simultaneous attack from the other.
After heavy fighting the French drew off,
leaving behind guns, ammunitition and
prisoners. The French total casualties were
between 2,000 and 3,000'; the Allies' losses
were much smaller, the British only having
two officers and about 30 men killed, so that
the total British losses were probably under
200.
It was a brilliant little action which
brought great credit to the British troops and
gave a much needed fillip to their prestige,
not at that time very high among their allies.
The big results gained at small cost speak verv
well for the training and discipline of the
troops and bear witness to the abilities of
Marlborough and his lieutenants as well as to
the fighting capacity of the men.
Churchill s Regiment was not engaged
again during this campaign, but suffered
heavily from sickness. It spent the winter
at Bruges, in Flanders, and in June, 1790,
William III., apprehensive of a French descent
on the English coast, withdrew five regiments,
including Churchill's, to England. J.F.W.A.

Matters of Interest.
EXTRACT FROM ARMY ORDERS, MARCH, 1926.
Appendix to Army Order 101 of 1926.

Full Title—The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).
Title for official Correspondence.
The Buffs.
Abbreviated Title,for Army List,
The Buffs.
EFFECTS.

hist DXCI of the names of Deceased Officers,
Soldiers and Airmen, whose Personal Estate is held for
distribution amongst the NextofKin or others
entitled. Effects 192526 :—
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as NextofKin should be addressed by letter
to " The Under Secretary of State, War Office, Caxton
House, Tothill Street, Eondon, S.W. 1.," and marked
outside " Effects."
/ s. d.
Pte. J. Cairney, E. Kent Regiment
... 22 9 3
Pte. C. P. Sedgwick, E. Kent Regiment ...
5 9 0
Pte. H. Evans, E. Kent Regiment
34 18 1

WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.

East month 117 soldiers completed their training
at the Hounslow and Catterick Vocational Training
Centres and were formally discharged from the Army
on the termination of their Colour Service. Of .this
number, 102 obtained immediate employment in civil
life, some going to bricklaying, building constriietion,
carpentry, painting and decorating, and others to
fitting and turning, motor and electrical work, general
farming, market gardening and ten other forms of
employment.
SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Rank and Precedence.
A Royal Warrant amending the King's Regulations
provides that officers of the Supplementary Reserve of
Officers shall take rank and precedence on equal terms
with officers of the Territorial Army. Officers who
belonged to the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers
on 8th August, 1924, will, however, retain their militia
status and take precedence of and command over
officers of the Territorial Army of the same rank.
OFFICERS' TRAINING CORPS.

The Training of Junior Contingents.
New decisions on the organization, administration
and training of the Officers' Training Corps provide
that while the training of the Junior Division will be
under the general direction of the Chief of the Imperial
General Staff, responsibility for supervising the
standard and methods of training of individual
contingents will rest with General Officers Com
mandinginChief. Assistance in the training of
contingents will be given by officers of Suitable rank
from a regular depot, or,, when this is not possible, from
some selected formation or unit. Assistance at field
operations, practical instruction to officers in carrying
out simple tactical exercises, the provision of local
demonstration to bring out important lessons, and
assistance in the coaching of candidates for Certificates
"A," are among the principal matters in which the
cooperation of these officers will normally be most
useful. They will not, however, interfere with internal
organization or administration.
VACANCIES.

Information has been received that the Automobile
Association require immediately men for Patrol work.
The employment is for the summer months. The wage
is 50/ rising to 60/, rising 3/ per week towards upkeep
of cycle which the man has to provide. Full uniform
(with the exception of boots and underclothing) is
provided free.
Hours of work are 9 a.m. until 8 p.m., during the
summer with one whole day. off per week.
Qualifications required are :—
1. Knowledge of First Aid.
2. Knowledge of mapreading.
3. Knowledge of Motors and roadside repairs.
4. The maximum age is 30, but older men with
particularly good records will be considered.
Application forms for employment can be obtained
from The Automobile Association, Fanum House,
Whitcomb Street, Eondon, W.C. 2., to which office they
should be returned, but candidates can be interviewed
at the A.A. Branch Offices at—
Fanum House, Princes Street, Manchester ;
Central House, 75 New Street, Birmingham ;
City Square, Eeeds ;
Fanum House, 37 Whiteladies Road, Bristol ;
Fanum House, Thorpe Road, Norwich ;
43 George Street, Edinburgh.
It will assist the man's chance of employment if
the Office Stamp and a short recommendation are
inserted in the space allotted to references as to
character.
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Other Regiments.
No. 16.

The Queen's Royal Regiment (West Surrey).
BATTLE HONOURS.
While serving as Marines aboatd the Channel Fleet
Borne on the Regimental Colour:—A Naval Crown, super
under Rord Howe, The Queen's took part in the great
' scribed " 1st June, 1794," The Sphinx, superscribed
seafight of " the Glorious 1st of June," 1794, thus
" Egypt," " Tangier, 1662 1680," " Narnur, 1695,"
winning the right to bear the Naval Crown on their
' Vimiera," "Corunna," " Salamanca,," " Vittoria,"
Colours.
In view of the recent Army Order relating to
" Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Toulouse," " Peninsula,"
seditious propaganda, it may be of interest to recall
" Ghuznee, 1839," " Khelat," " Affghanistan,1839,"
that in 1798,. when similar attempts were being made
" South Africa, 185123," " Taku Forts," " Pekin,
to undermine the loyalty of the troops, the N.C.O.'s
1860," "Burma, 18857," " Tirah," "Relief of
and men of the Queen's subscribed 100 guineas as a
Radysmith," " South Africa, 18991902," " Af
reward for information leading to the discovery of the
ghanistan, 1919."
publisher of certain disloyal pamphlets.
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Retreat from.Mons,"
" Ypres, 1914, '17, '18," " Somme, 1916, '18,"
During the Peninsular War, the Regiment received
" Messines, 1917," " Hindenburg Rine," " Vittorio
the not very complimentary nickname of " The Sleepy
Veneto,'.' " Gallipoli, 1915," " Palestine, 19.1718,"
Queen's." At Almeida, on the 10th of May, 1811, the
" Mesopotamia, 191518," " North West Frontier,
French General Brennier, managed to escape from
India, 191617."
The Queen's and the 4th Foot (whose badge was a
*
.
*
*
*
*
Irion), The incident was duly recorded in / the
Shortly after the Restoration it was decided that
following yerse by some contemporary military wit :—
King Charles II. should marry Catherine of Braganza ;
" The Rambs were asleep,
 this Princess brought with her a dowry.of^300,000 and
The Rions were at play ;
the Portuguese possessions of Bombay and Tangier
The Eagle spread his wings,
were ceded to Great Britain, as additional wedding
And 'tween them flew away."
presents from King Alfonso V. of Portugal.
In
1881
the
Regiment received its territorial title,
The Merry Monarch lost no time in taking over
becoming The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment),
these additions to his dominions and in the Autumn of
a title held until December, 1920, when the present
1661 (long before the Princess reached England) a new
designation was adopted.
regiment, called the Est Tangier Regiment or " The
The 1st Battalion earned particular distinction on
Tangierines," was raised tc occupy Britain's new
the
Indian Frontier during the Ma lakhand and Moh
Atlantic outpost. The regiment was new in name
mand Campaigns. In his despatches, MajorGeiieral
only, for the men who filled its ranks were mostly
Sir Bindon Blood held up the 1st Queen's as " a n
unemployed veterans of the Civil War. The regimental
example, in every respect, of what a battalion of
badge of the Paschal Eamb was adopted about this
infantry .should be."
time, probably on account of its religious significance,
A few years later, when Rord Kitchener was in
being considered eminently suitable for Christian
India as CommanderinChief, he instituted the
soldiers about to embark on a Crusade against the
" Kitchener Tests " for finding
out the relative
heathen Moors.
efficiency of all the Battalions .serving in India. The
In 1663 the Tangerines were issued with bayonets,
Tests were run on the knockout principle, and the two
being the first British soldiers to fight with that famous
units (one Biitish and one Native) which reached the
weapon.
final, each received a special trophy. The 1st Queen's
The Battle Honour " Tangier, 16621680 " was not
received this coveted award, together with the proud
granted until 1910. Yet never was a Battle Honour
distinction of being the acknowledged best allround
more deserved, for the Moors made it a point of honour
infantry battalion in India.
to allow the British no rest, especially during the first
For many years The Queen's Royal Regiment has
four years, when " there was scarcely a month in which
possessed an extra Colour—of sea green, with Queen
our troops were not fighting for their lives." In the
Catherine's Cypher in gold.
Moorish army they found foemen worthy of their steel,
Altogether the Regiment (which had 25 Battalions
for an officer records in his diary how, on one occasion,
in the Great War) has been awarded 92 Battle Honours
" the Moores, having exhausted all their ammunition,
and 5 Victoria Crosses. During the War with Germany
they did continue for some time throwing great stones
many Battalions of The Queen's were brigaded with
amongst us." Tangier was abandoned in 1683, having
Battalions of The Buffs—for example, the 6th Queen's
been held by the British for twentytwo years, at the
and 6th Buffs in the 12th Division ; the 7th Queen's
cost of hundreds of lives and hundreds of thousands of
and
the 7th Buffs in the 18th Division and the 8t.h
pounds sterling, as Parliament refused to vote any
Battalions of both Regiments in the 24th Division.
further sum of money for its defence.
A close friendship existed between these Buff Battalions
After returning from Tangier, the regiment was
and their " next ahead," whom they irreverently, but
given the title of " The Queen's " (in 1684), and in the
affectionately termed " The Mutton Rancers." There
following year, under the leadership of Colonel Kirke,
was also one battalion of the New Army which started
they were employed in suppressing the Monniouth
its career as the 9th Buffs, later changed to the 24th
Rebellion. The somewhat rough and ready methods
Training Reserve Battalion, and finally, by the stroke
learned in long years of savage warfare made " Kirke's
of some mighty pen at the War Office, was ordered to
Rambs " a name to be feared in the West Country.
become the 9th Queen's.
The Queen's won their first motto " Vel Exuviae
The 1st Queen's went to France in August, 1914,
Triumphant " (" Even the Remnant triumphs ") at
with the First Division of the original B.E.F. The
Tongres in 1703 when they, with another battalion
2nd Battalion followed soon after, with the 7th Division
(long since disbanded) held up the advance of a whole
and on the morning of the 31st of October, 1914 (a day
French division for twentyeight hours. Shortly
described by some writers as " the moat critical day of
afterwards the great Duke of Marlborough, himself an
the War ") they found themselves fighting side by
exofficer of the Regiment, selected The Queen's for
side, for the first time in the Regiment's history. Both
service in Spain, where their second motto, " Pristinoe
Battalion Commanders fell, together with many officers
virtutis Memor " (Mindful of Ancient Valour) is
and men, on this memorable occasion, near Ghulevelt,
believed to have been won.
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when the German attempt to hack a way through to
the Channel Ports was foiled.
The 1st Queen's Royal Regiment won the Army
Football Cup in 1925.
*

*

R. MAURICE HILL.
*

*

To the Editor The Dragon,
Depot The Buffs, Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
I have only two small comments to make on the
' records ' :—
1. The origin of the Paschal Ramb—the reason given
is not generally accepted, and in fact is denied by
most historians. The origin is unknown.
2. Gkulevelt.—After the battle the 1st Battalion only
had 2 officers and 32 men left, while the 2nd
Battalion casualties amounted to 30 officers and
646 other ranks.
Yours sincerely,
R. G. CLARKE,

Rieut.Colonel.
Commanding 1st Bn. The Queen's Royal Regiment.
[We much regret that the Block of the Regimental Crest has
not arrived in time to accompany the above Article.]
Editor.

Boxing.
Army Individual Championships.
HE Army Individual Boxing Championships took
place at Woolwich on March 25th, 26th and
27th and The Buffs were well represented by Sgt.
Beale, R/Cpl. Bowman, Pte. Maslin, Pte. Bell and Pte.
Hudd, all under the protecting wing of our very
popular and highly successful trainer, Mr. Fred Tovee.
Rieut. D. S. Rister, the winner of last year's heavyweight
title and A.B.A. Champion, was unable to defend his
title for medical reasons, but was present at the
Championships as a Judge and had the satisfaction of
seeing Sgt. Beale win the Army Featherweight
Championship in great style. Young boxers should
take a leaf out pf Sgt. Beale's book if they wish to
succeed at the game, as he is a man who is always
ready for a fight at any time, any place and against
anybody. He trains hard and thoroughly deserves
his success. All the rest of our representatives did
remarkably well. Hudd, who is one of the most
promising young boxers we have seen for some time,
won his first fight
and then, after one of the best
contests seen during the whole meeting, only just lost
to Sgt. Haslam, the exI.S.B.A., Flyweight Champion.
Hudd's performance was extremely good, when one
remembers that Sgt. Haslam only just lost a close fight
with Warwick, the British " Amateur Flyweight
Champion in last year's Amateur Championships.
Pte. Bell won his first fight
by the k.o. route and
lost his second on points after a great display of pluck.
In spite of some heavy punishment he took in the
second round, he fought back gamely to lose on points.
R/Cpl. Bowman's usual bad luck dogged him, even to
Woolwich. After having well won his first two fights,
he got a nasty attack of 'flue and was unable
to compete further. Finally, Pte. Maslin, our heavy
weight representative, put up a fine show and was only
narrowly defeated on points by the eventual runner up
in the competition.
Results.

T

BANTAMWEIGHTS.

Pte. Hudd (The Buffs) beat Pte. Needhatn (R.A.S.C.).
Sgt. Haslam (Royal Regt.) beat Pte. Hudd (The Buffs).
RIGHTWEIGHTS.

Pte. Bell (The Buffs) k.o. Pte. Aspinall (The King's
Regt.) in first round.
Pte. Fryer beat Pte. Bell on points.

WELTERWEIGHTS.

R/Cpl. Bowman 'The Buffs) beat Pte. Bundy
(R.A.S.C.).
R/Cpl. Bowman (The Buffs) beat Pte. Hounsell.
HEAVYWEIGHTS.

R/Bdr. Ree (R.A.) beat Pte. Maslin (The Buffs).
FEATHERWEIGHTS.

Sgt. Beale, The Buffs, k.o. Pte. Bayley, Welch Regi
ment in second round.
Sgt. Beale (The Buffs) k.o. Tpr. Horan in second round.
Sgt. Beale (The Buffs) k.o. Gnr. McCord (R.A.) in
second round.
Sgt. Beale (The Buffs) beat R/Cpl. Grace, Ranc.
Fusiliers) on points.
Final.—Sgt. Beale (The Buffs) beat Cpl. Johnson
(Northamptons) in second round, after he had had
much the worst of the arguement.
Sgt. Beale now goes off to Aldershot to compete in
the I.S.B.A. Championships, where we wish him the
best of luck. Should he succeed he will box in the
British Amateur Championship on 28th April.
In conclusion we must congratulate Mr. Fred Tovee
on the wonderful success of his stable since he has been
with the Regiment. It is a record that any trainer
might be proud of and one which I think we can safely
say is unequalled by any other trainer at present with
the Army. Coming to the Regiment in J anuary,
1925, he proceeded to win Army Heavyweight
Championship, the Amateur I.S.B.A. all ranks Heavy
weight Championship and the Amateur Championship
of Great Britain with Rieut. D. S. Rister. He then
got our boxing team into the final of the Southern
Command InterUnit Championship and has now won
the Army Featherweight title with Sgt. Beale. May
he have yet further success and land Beale a winner
at the Albert Hall on April 28th !

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" Journal of the Army Service Corps."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps Gazette."
" The Ypres Times."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Cambridge Bulletin."
" Sapper."
" Rondon Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Cabar Feidh."
" British Region."
" Artists Rifles Journal."
" The Snapper."
" The Bugle."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Royal Tank Corps Journal."
" The Gunner."
The following are the New Members who have
joined the Past and Present Association for the period
18/3/26 to 18/4/26
Mr. G. R. Williams, Mr. C. L Crosswell, Mr. A. E. Smith, Mr. H.
Hodges, Mr. P. C. Williams, Mr. T. O. Bone, C.S.M. Barron, C.Q.M.S.
Wisdom, Sgt. Foad, Sgt. Terry, Sgt. Mead, L/Sgt. Foad, L/Sgt. Douch,
6282084 Pte. Hooker, 6282107 Pte. Brooks, 6281889 L/c. Watts, Mr.
Skinner, 6282153 L/c. Drake, S/Sgt. Davison, 6279594 Pte. Brooker,
6282455 L/c. Crane, 6281350 Pte. Inge, 6278387 Pte. Richards, 6281923
Pte. Stokes, 6282913 Pte. Bright, 282905 Pte. Andrews, 6282951 Pte.
Anderson, 6282920 Pte. Bradley, 4442676 Pte. T. Bell, 2560880 Pte.
Chapman, 6282937 Pte. Cresswell, 6282952 Pte. Comb, 6282942 Pte.
Cherrv, 7178013 Pte. Dibbs, 6282968 Pte. Graham, 6282957 Pte. Gar
nett, 758831 Pte. Glitheroe, 6282962 Pte. Hodgson, 6282938 Pte.
Hughes, 6282944 Pte. Martin, 6282945 Pte. Marsh, 6282959 Pte. Pine,
6282964 L/Cpl. Rhodes, 6282943 Lc. Sirret, 6282922 Pte. Swindale,
6282954 Pte. Smith, 6282941 Pte. Trowell, 628296 Pte. Thompson,
6282745 Pte. Waktiell, 6282940 Pte. Roser.
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Past and Present Association.

M

INUTES of the 56th Meeting of The Regimental
Committee and Past and Present Association
Executive Committee held at the Royal United Service
Institution, Eondon, on Wednesday, April 7th, 1926,
at 11.30 a.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B., (in
the Chair).
Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O. and H. Findlay,
C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and H. S. Hardv, M.B.E.,
M.C.
Captains N. D. Price, R. M. Watson and Rieut. C. R.
B. Knight.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
approved and signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
QUEEN'S OWN RIFI,ES OF CANADA.—The Chairman
stated that he had heard from the War Office
that though there would he no objection to one officer,
two N.C.O.'s and six men of the Regiment proceeding
to Canada to attend the 50th Anniversary of General
Sir Henry Pellatt's connection with the Queen's Own
Rifles, but no financial assistance would be forth
coming from public funds.
The Committee unanimously agreed that every
endeavour should be made to send the party to Toronto
and the Secretary was instructed to write to the Officers
Commanding Battalions (1st, .2nd and 4th) the Officer
Commanding the Depot, and retired Officers asking
what financial assistance they could give to the scheme.
The Chairman informed the Committee that he had
heard from General Paget that he would give £100
towards the cost of the visit.
It was suggested that the 1st and 2nd Battalions
should each detail a N.C.O. and two men to accompany
the party and that the 4th should send two men if the
Battalion could pay their expenses (approximately
£80) failing which the party .should be reduced from
six men to four.
It was further decided that a letter should be sent
to General Rangton, President of the Queen's Own
Rifles Association, thanking him for his letter, and
telling him that it is hoped to send a definite reply at
an early date.
COMMISSIONS'.—The Chairman stated that he had
heard from the Military Secretary that at present,
there were no vacancies for officers in the Regiment,
but the matter was being considered and the final
decision would be given in June.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB, (a) It was
decided that the Enclosure and Tea Tent on Saturday,
31st July, should be open to all members of the Past
and Present Association, hut that this would in no way
debar members of the club from utilising their Guest
Badges and bringing their friends and relations into
the Enclosure and Tea Tent on that day. Tea to he
provided on July 31st on payment only, and no club
invitations issued.
(b) In view of the support promised in connection
with the proposed Enclosure for officers and their
friends at the Kent v. Australian Match at Canterbury
in August. The Secretary was instructed to make the
necessary arrangements for its provision.
Past and Present Association Committee.
COTTAGE HOMES.—Three applications were con
sidered for the vacant cottage near Broadstairs, and it
was decided that further information should be called
for regarding two of the applicants.

MARKET GARDENS.—In view of the War Office
having refused to lease War Department ground for
this scheme, the Secretary was instructed to ascertain
on what terms other suitable land could be leased in
the vicinity of Canterbury.
RULES.—The following amendment of the Rules
of The Past and Present Association were approved :
Rule 7. For " ' four ' present and three past Officers "
read " ' three ' present and three past officers "
of the regiment.
Rule 15. Amended to read as follows : " Notice of
any proposal must he submitted in writing to the
Secretary six weeks before the Annual General
Meeting to enable it to be referred by the Committee
to the Colonel of the Regiment, and if approved
by him, for publication in The Dragon and sub
sequently included in the Agenda for the Annual
General Meeting.
No new Rules nor shall any of the existing Rules be
altered or annulled at the Annual Meeting without
the consent of a 2/3rds. majority.
FINANCE.—The following were approved :—
(1) A grant of £5 to —
for the provision of
Dentures.
(2) The payment of funeral expenses of the late
(£8 12s. 6d.).
(3) The continuation of the pension formerly granted
to
in favour of his widow, subject to
review.
(4) A loan of £5 to
to enable him to establish
himself in his trade as a painter and decorator.
(5) An Annual pension of £12 subject to review, to
the widow of the late
.
(6) The postage expenses incurred by Mr. Cowell of
Ashford in connection with Association work,
if passed by the Secretary.
BENEVOLENT FUND.—The advisability of intro
ducing " assistance in kind " instead of " grants " was
approved as an experiment.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—The next Committee
Meeting will be held at the Depot, Canterbury, on 2nd
May, 1926, at 11.30 a.m.
DONATIONS.

The following donations have been received for the
period 18/3/26 to 18/4/26
The 1st Battalion
Captain J. G. Smith

...

...

...





£ s. d.
2 2
10 0

2?

DISBURSEMENTS.

The following disbursements have been made for
the period 18/3/26 to 18/4/26
1926.
Mar. 20.
22.
27.
27.
27.
29.
30.
Apr. 1.
1.
1.
8.
8.
10.
12.
13.
12.
17.
17.

Grant
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant to pay rent ...
Loan
Grant
Grant
Loan ...
Grant
Loan ...
Grant for funeral expense
Grant
Grant
Grant


£ s. d.

, —



l
i
i
1
3
2
1
1
3
1
0
5
5
5
8
2
3.
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
7
0
0;
10
0
0
0
2
0
0
6

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0

In addition pensions for the quarter ending 30/6/26
have been issued, amounting to £58 5s. Od.
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The Buffs Golfing Society,
MEMBERSHIP.

O

N the 25th April, membership of the Society was
one hundred and nine, the following further
members having joined :—
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman, Bart, C.B.
Major G. T. D. Hickman.
Captains R. B. Sandilands, R. W. Williams, and
T. Turk.
Messrs. P. T. Hickmott, P. Mount, Eric Fletcher and
A. N. Twyman.
BRINCKMAN CUP.

At the Spring Meeting, reported below, the generous
offer of a Challenge Cup to the Society hv Colonel Sir
Theodore Brinckman was gratefully accepted. The
cup will he known as the Brinckman Cup, and
a proposal will be made at the Annual General Meeting
that it shall be competed for at the Society's Spring
Meetings.
TIIE SPRING MEETING.

The Society's Spring Meeting can be said to have
begun with the match played under handicap v. Royal
St. George's, Sandwich, on April 21st, when the
conditions of play could hardly have been worse,
a strong wind and drenching rain prevailing
throughout. But nothing can disturb the charms, and
they are many, of St. George's so a most enjoy
able day was spent. Our only regret is that we were
unable to put up a better fight, and we hope that in
spite of our disastrous defeat by fifteen matches to two,
the privilege of a further match at Royal St. George's
may be accorded us next year.
Here are the full results :
The Buffs G.S.
Col. W. H. Trevor (4/2)
Capt. C. E. A. Terry
H. F. Whitfield
R. M. Bourne ...
Et.Col. E. B. Burns (.halved)
Major J. V. R. Jackson
W. C. Collins
Lt.Col. F. Bradley Dyne
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock
Capt. B. E. Hammond Davies
MajorGen. Sir A. Lynden Bell
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall (3/2)

SINGLES.
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

Foyal St. George's'.
W. K. Whigham
Col. J. Attenborough (8/6) ...
M. F. Ramsay (4/2)
Major W. H. Callander (5/3)
C. A. Anderson (halved)
K. Barlow (7/6)
EA. Saunderson (5/4)
ViceAdmrl. Farquhar (1 up)
Lt.Col. H. Norris (6/4)
F. C. Brooke Hunt (7/6)
F. Barlow (4/2)
A. H. Godfrey

Trevor and Terry

FOURSOMES.
... 0 Whigham and Attenborough

Whitfield and Bourne
Burns and Dyne
Bell and Collins
Jackson and Hitchcock
McDouall and Baird ...

...
...
...
...
...

0
0
0
0
0

...

2

0
—

(2/1)

Ramsay & Callander (6/4)
Farquhar & Saunderson (4/3)
Anderson and Godfrey (2 up)
Brooke Hunt & Norris (2/1) ...
Barlow and Barlow (9/8)

On April 22nd the spring competitions were held
in fine weather, with the following results
75
1 Capt. C, E A. Terry ...
...
81 6
77
2. Lt.Col. F. Bradley Dyne
...
87 10
78
3. Brig.Gen. R. McDouall
...
96 18
78
4. C. H. M. Brooke
96 18
81
5. Capt. J. V. Hitchcock
91 10
82
6. Col. W. H. Trevor
5
S7
85
7. Capt. Newton Moss
...
...
103 18
85
8. Maj. Eric Clarke
...
...
106 21
86
9. Capt. B. HammondDavies ...
96 10
88
10. Col. Sir Theodore Brinckman, Bart. 106— 18
92
11. Capt. D. V. Coote
106 14
104
12. Maj. F. O. Marchant
122 18
Captain Terry, who took no less than 46 going out,
came home as follows :—3, 6, 2, 4, 4, 4, 4, 5, 3 = *35.
Junior Medal.
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall and Mr. C. H. M. Brooke
tied with 78, but the former with the better last nine
holes was proclaimed the winner under Rule VI.
The following also took part at the meeting :—
Maj.General Sir A. Lynden Bell, Captains W. V. S.
Sinclair and J. Turk, and Messrs. H. F. Whitfield, P.
Mount and B. H. Russell.
Colonel H. Findlay and Major G. T. D. Hickman
were present as spectators.
Bogey Foursomes,
This was won by Terry and Hitchcock with a score
of three down, the runners up being Trevor and Dyne,
six down.
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING.

The decisions reached at the Special General
Meeting were briefly as follows :—
1. To arrange, if possible, a few matches for those
with handicap of ten and over.
2. To hold a junior medal competition at the Autumn
Meeting.
3. To resort to further propaganda towards increasing
membership.
4. To invite members to subscribe five shillings or
more towards helping the Society to take up
debentures in the Canterbury Golf Club.
5. To hold annually, if possible, long driving, and
putting and approaching competitions.
6. To hold the Past v. Present and triangular contests
at the Autumn Meeting.
THE DINNER.

There were fourteen present at the Dinner held at
the Wampach Hotel after the meeting, and the reunion,
though small, was a most enjoyable one.

April 22nd and 23rd saw the Society at Folkestone
with headquarters at the Wampach Hotel. It was
disappointing that the number of entries was so small,
but the everpresent uncertainties of life kept several
away at the last moment, and the date chosen when
army training is at its height made it quite impossible
for the serving officer to attend ; besides, Gibraltar
and Portland are so very far away.

MATCH V. FOLKESTONE. (12 aside).
Played under handicap in unkind weather on April
23rd, Folkestone winning by 12 matches to 5.
MATCH V. DOVER GARRISON. (8 aside).
This match was played at Dover on April 17th, the
Society losing by eight matches to two. The
conditions were terrifying, a chimney stack at the
Connaught barracks being struck by lightning within
a stone's throw of Colonels Trevor and Poyntz, whilst
they were putting on the first green. This storm was
one of the worst experienced at Dover for a number
of years, and within a few moments of it bursting, the
whole course was snowwhite from hail stones.

Once again, owing to Captain Baird being flattened
out with lumbago, the onus of running the meeting was
suddenly thrust upon Colonel Trevor. No one could
have done it better, and the Society is greatly indebted
to him; and also to the committee, members, and
Secretary of the Folkestone Golf Club for their kindness
and hospitality.

It is regretted that pressure on space prevents the
results of the Folkestone and Dover matches being given
in full, but arrangements have been made for these to
appear in the Society's record album. Congratulations
to Col. Trevor on winning the Captain's Prize at Folke
stone for the third year in succession.

Totals

Totals

AT FOLKESTONE.

NOTES.
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Round and About.
THE COMING
SEASON.

AS usual the Season which is about

to hurst upon an expectant nation
promises extremely well. The great
public interest that is already evinced tells me un
mistakably that when I go to Lord's or to the Oval, to
Wimbledon and all the great soulstirring events that
await me, I shall get a good view of the " HouseFull "
notices—that is, if I am lucky.
*

*

*

*

There is absolutely no truth in the
UNCONFIRMED report that each member of the
RUMOUR.
Australian Cricket Team had to pass
a test in article writing before the
Selection Committee would consider his claim to
inclusion.
There is, however, no doubt that the chosen
Antipodeane (I hope that is all right) are the greatest
side on paper that Australia has ever sent over.
*
*
*
*
LITTLE
This very lively village is looking
MUDDLECOMBE forward to the coming season with
AND THE COMING eager optimism. Great improvements
SEASON.
have been effected on their historic
ground. The bench that stood for
many years under the shadow of the Rose and Crown,
is being enlarged in order that all the oldest inhabitants
shall be accommodated during matches. I propose
to deal exhaustively in the next issue with the
personalities of the Muddlecombe side who are a very
formidable combination. The first article will deal
with Muddlecombe cricket of the past. (Perhaps.
AN

It was with mixed feelings that I read
the other day of the permission,
granted at long last to the Brigade of
Guards to wear rubbers on their heels. Mixed because
I shall miss the musical click on the WestEnd pave
ments although I feel sure that the Regimental
Chiropodists will not be overworked as in the past
(I am not sure whether chiropodists deign to cope with
corns on heels—anyway, let that pass).
THE SOLE OF
THE GUARDS,

*

*

*

*

What memories were aroused by that
SALONIKAN vivid account of the abortive attempt
REVOLT.
at a Military Revolt in Salonika.
And to think that Karaburun, with
its shades of onr hospitals and aerodromes, was the
scene of the attempted coup. It is the air of the place,
I am sure, and I will bet a drachma that the plot was
hatched over the tables of Floccas.
It seems a century since the Venizelists decided
in 1916 to join the Allies and there was that swift,
bloodless revolution that must have given Tino
furiously to think.
THE

*

OUT OF THE

*

*

*

I remember dining at the Cercle
PAST.
Militaire in Salonika on the day the
news of the Russian Revolution
came through. I was alone at a table when six terrific
Russian Officers entered and begged my permission
to seat themselves with me. I consented and then
enjoyed myself. I had practically finished my meal,
but they insisted on my eating more with them and
also on my drinking cognac between each course.
I demurred, but they would not be refused. Never
have I heard men talk as they did. They spoke
Russian and it was lost upon me, but I tried to work
out questions in French anent the revolution. These
I timidlv put when there was a lull and they
endeavoured with equally shaky French to answer
me. But they were so excited and absorbed m their

topic that I got scant attention. When they
remembered me they passed the cognac. Finally,
I recall having had the greatest difficulty in preventing
them from paying my bill. We parted with elaborate
courtesies and much bowing. I often wonder whether
they inclined towards the Reds or whether they were
reactionaries.
*

*

*

*

THE CRIME AT R. H. Mottram's final volume of his
VANDERLYNDENS Flanders trilogy has been published.

Although it has not the fresh outlook
of " The Spanish Farm," the first of the series, it is
written with as much art as the other volumes. To
my mind these three books are the best imaginative
work that the war has produced. Henri Barbusse's
" Le feu " and Andr6 Maurois' " Colonel Bramble "
rank pretty high, but I have only read them
in translations. If you were in Flanders during the
war years, if you know the Hazebrouck—Bailleul area,
read these three books.
*

*

*

*

OBSTRUCTION.

I have a feeling—I may be wrong—
that I met the thirteen suspended
M.P.s the other night when I was trying to get to the
Booking Office of a London Tube Station to catch the
last train home.
*

*

*

*

Riding Master : " Fallen off, have you ; what horse
were you on ?"
Very raw Recruit : " The fairhaired one, Sir."

The Casket of Fate.
SOLUTION.
N the fatal day the prisoner walked on to
the scaffold and reached out a steady
hand to take a piece of paper from the casket,
which the executioner held out to Ihim. He
selected a piece of paper and then turned to
the thousands of people gathered in the market
square.
" People of Moldavia," he cried ; " this
is the fourth time that I  have had the
misfortune to stand upon this platform and
as you know, I have been fortunate before in
selecting the paper that has meant freedom.
This ancient custom is a just one and one that
you all respect, but today my nerve fails me."
He tears up paper in his hand. " As I dare
not look to see what Fate has in store for me,
I have torn up the paper that I chose. There
fore, if the executioner will open the other
piece of paper I shall know how fortune has
favoured me this day, for if the word
' Death ' is written upon it, then shall I know
that the paper I destroyed was ' Fife,' though
if it contains the word ' Fife ' then must I bid
farewell to this world."
Naturally the Fords of the land were
unable to say a word in protest, for they knew
there would be a terrible outcry if it were
known that the casket had been tampered
with. Reluctantly the prisoner was set at
liberty for the fourth time.

O
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Correspondence.
BUFFS GOLFING SOCIETY.

MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell writes :—
" The recent Spring Meeting marks the first mile
stone in the History of the Regimental Golfing Society
and the occasion seems a suitable one for expressing
our keen appreciation of the work of Colonel Trevor
and Captain Baird, our Captain and Secretary. Their
efforts have resulted in making the Society the success
it undoubtedly is. Colonel Trevor, apart from his
skill as a golfer, has .shown that he possesses all the
qualifications of a successful captain. His personality
and his cheeriness in all circumstances have impressed
everyone—our Own side and our opponents alike. To
Captain Baird the Society owes a deep debt of
gratitude. He is entirely
responsible for its
organisation and for the fact that, after a few months
existence, the Society numbers over 100 members.
His devotion to our interests knows no limits. As
an example of this, it may he mentioned that at
Sandwich one of our team failed to arrive. Captain
Baird, though far from well, took the absentee's place
and played in the pouring rain with the result that he
was laid up with a bad attack of lumbago during the
Spring Meeting. This, however, did not prevent him
from carrying on his work from his bed in the hotel.
The Society is indeed fortunate in its Captain and
Honorary Secretary."

Sir,

EMIGRATION.
EMPIRE COMMUNITY SETTLEMENT.

Applications are now being invited from those
wishing to join the first Empire Community Settle
ment in South Africa.
The E.C.S. Committee is a voluntary body, and has
no financial interests in the work it has undertaken.
Its sole aim is to organise a system of migration,
without financial risk, for those who desire to settle
overseas, but who have no resources other than fixed
assured incomes ranging from £250 a year upwards.
In this category are the majority of retired officers and
officials of H.M. Services and members of the
professions, on whom the burden of postwar prices
and taxation has fallen heavily. To no other class
should the genial life of the Dominions make a stronger
appeal, while for their children there would be greater
scope than in this* overpopulated country.
The principal deterrents to migration are (I) lack
of capital ; (2) lack of knowledge of conditions over
seas, and (3) the serious consequences of failure.
E.C.S. is designed to make the first unnecessary, to
enable the second to be gained by personal experience
and to minimise the risk of the third.
The E.C.S. is not an agricultural scheme, but it
should benefit those who are thinking of farming.
The method proposed by the E.C.S. Committee
falls into two distinct phases :
The first phase (not to exceed five years) will
be spent in a Residential Country Club on a leasehold
basis, during which time newcomers may acclimatise
themselves to fresh conditions. The  Residential
Country Club will accommodate fifty families and will
comprise :—
A Club house for meals and indoor recreations.
Bungalows.
Gardens and grounds, with outdoor recreations.
One small irrigated allotment for each family,, with
the services of a qualified instructor.
All domestic and maintenance services.
Residents to pay a fixed sum per annum, covering
rent, food, subscriptions and all other services.
The second phase provides for permanent settle
ment on a freehold basis. Near the Country Club,
building sites, ranging from a half to four acres, will
be reserved. Each family will be given an option to
buy a site and to have a house built*thereon. The cost
will be stated in the option, which will provide for
payment over a period of years. The option may be

exercised (a) at the end of the five years' period in the
Country Club or (b) at an earlier date, providing the
vacancy in the Country Club can be filled by the
Committee. There is no obligation on settlers to take
up the option.
Financially, each Settlement must be self
supporting. The land, buildings and services will be
provided for and financed by approved parties in the
country concerned. A fair return on the capital
expenditure involved must be assured, to be derived
from the payments of residents in, the Club.
Before asking settlement facilities in the Dominions,
the E.C.S. Committee had to assure itself that there
was a demand for such Settlement, and if the Home
Government would approve and support an attempt
to further its own policy, viz., the better distribution
of the white population of the Empire.
The Government agreed to make a £ for £ grant to
the Committee to assist it in carrying out its
investigations. By the aid of various Government
Departments and. through other channels, the
Committee's proposals were made known. The
result showed that there was an urgent need for such
a system of migration.
The Committee then despatched the ViceChairman,
Lady Bourne and RearAdmiral R. N. Lawson, to
South Africa. The Prime Ministers of the Union
Government and of Southern Rhodesia, Provincial
Administrators and others of sound judgment, warmly
approved the Committee's programme. This approval
was backed by provisional offers from various
Municipalities, with estimates, for the provision of the
land, buildings and maintenance services, etc., required.
The Committee is now satisfied that a Settlement can
be established in South Africa which will provide the
facilities outlined at a price well within the means of
those for whom E.C S. was designed. Furthermore,
it is assured that such immigration will be welcomed
by the Government and the community of South
Africa.
The ViceChairman has returned to South Africa,
authorised to select the most suitable site and to
negotiate an agreement for the construction and
maintenance of the first Community Settlement.
But before entering into any binding contracts, the
Committee must be assured that it will be able to
maintain the necessary organization in London. The
Government states that it is unable to make any
permanent grant for this purpose, on the ground that
E.C.S. is designed for a special class ; a class which
we venture to think has been second to none in the
services it has rendered to the nation.
The Committee is convinced that although a part of
the above sum can be obtained from E.C. Settlers, it
will be necessary to raise a further £1,500 per annum
for three years. If that amount is not forthcoming
quickly, the scheme must be abandoned.
The Committee feels, however, that an enterprise
of such promise will surely not be allowed to fail for
the lack of such an insignificant sum. It appeals
earnestly to publicminded men and women to help in
the achievement of its aim.
Yours truly,
R HENRY CAMPBELL, Admiral.
A. H. DENNIS.
M. GISBOROUGH.

On behalf of the I A. HENRY MCMAHON.
Committee:— \ MESTON.

39 Bedford Sq.,

| T. W. PARKINSON.
DOROTHY C. PEEL.
^ JOHN ROSS.
C. BECKETT PLATT, Secretary.

London, W.C. 1.

13th April, 1926.

(Having lived in South Africa for nearly eight years,
we cannot refrain from stating that we would be sorry
to be landed there with an income of only £250 per
annum).

THE DRAGON
OUR BROTHER REGIMENT IN CANADA.
Sir,
A lecture delivered at the Royal United
Service Institute on 31st March by Lieutenant
Colonel H. D. G. Crerar, D.S.O., Royal
Canadian Artillery—drew attention to the
vital question of " the development of closer
relations between the military forces of the
Empire/'
Colonel Crerar offered many
suggestions as to how better liaison might be
effected, and among them was that of
improving the relationship between the
regiments.of the Home Army and their allied
regiments in the Dominions. No one—
whether he heard the lecture, read a summary
of it in The Times, or ultimately reads it in
the R.U.S.I. Journal—can fail to be impressed
by this appeal. The appeal, in so far as it
applies to us, is to question ourselves whether
we as a regiment can further our good relations
with the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
Can we make the bond between us closer and
more real ? Much is being done; can we
do more ? Fostering the imperial spirit, or
the spirit of Wembley, in the Army is
considered by most people to be wonderful
as a theory, but difficult to put into practice.
I have tried to be practical in the following
suggestions and I hope with your permission
that they may form the basis of a discussion
on the subject in The Dragon :—
(1) That every effort be made to improve the
interregimental liaison by personal
contact, i.e., by personal visits of
serving officers on duty or on leave
(possibly from the West Indies) or of
retired officers. The proposed visit
in June of a party of the Buffs to
Toronto will no doubt help enormously
as regards personal contact.
(2) That the name of the Queen's Own Rifles
of Canada should be included on the
front page of The Dragon and at the
top of the first news page of the
magazine—in a manner similar to or
even more prominent than that in
which it appears under the Buffs in
the Army List.
(3) That we invite the Queen's Own Rifles
of Canada to write a periodical letter
(say every quarter) to The Dragon
and that we make similar reciprocal
arrangements with them.
(4) That we make use of the Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada, either directly or
through The Dragon, as an information
bureau for soldiers of the regiment
proposing to settle in Canada, and
later as guides and friends on arrival
in the country.
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(5) That The Dragon specializes in Canada
as a Dominion and inserts an occasional
article or items of general news about
Canada—with
photographs.
How
about a Canada column ?
(6) That a message of greeting be cabled to
the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada at
each Past and Present Dinner, and on
other regimental anniversaries, and
also on the occasion
of their
anniversaries.
You will see, Sir, that The Dragon figures
largely in these suggestions. It amounts to
this—can The Dragon—already a powerful
influence in binding together the various rami
fications of the regiment itself, exert even
greater energy and bind ns more closely to
our brother regiment in Canada ? If it can,
then all effort is assured, for wherever The
Dragon leads, Buffs are sure to follow.
London,
9th April, 1926.

Yours sincerely,
T. H. KEBLE.

(We are indeed glad that the much hoped for visit
of a party of the Regiment to Toronto in June,
is to take place, for we feel sure it will help to
strengthen that real bond which already exists
between us and "The Buffs of Canada."
Editor).
POLICE.

Sir,

.
In continuation of War Office letter No. 26/Print/
748A (A.G.8.B. Discharges) dated 10th June, 1924,
and subsequent communications regarding employment
in the Metropolitan Police, I am commanded by the
Army Council to inform you that the Commissioner of
Police of the Metropolis has notified this Department
that at the present time, owing to an alteration in the
recruiting programme, only a limited number of
applicants can be accepted for employment weekly.
The Commissioner states that men who have passed
the Police medical examination, and therefore
provisionally accepted for employment in the
Metropolitan Police, will be summoned to join the
Preparatory Section as their turn arrives on the waiting
list. It is not expected that this waiting list will be
exhausted before next December.
Future applicants should clearly understand that
though their applications will be considered by the
Metropolitan Police authorities, and they may even
be provisionally accepted for employment, they must
not expect employment for a considerable period.
In view of the above circumstances, the Council
would be glad if all applicants for employment in the
Metropolitan Police could be encouraged to obtain
alternative civil employment from other sources,
and not rely solely on the Metropolitan Police.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
19th April, 1926.

A. E. WIDDOWS.
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"Our Women."

PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.

To The Editor, The Dragon.
Publication of Minutes.
Dear Sir,
On page 100 of the April Dragon, reference is made
to my proposal that the Minutes of the Meetings of the
Regimental Committee and the Past and Present
Executive Committee should not be published.
So far so good, but may I ask you also to publish
the positive side of my proposal which, put quite
briefly was as follows :—
That under the heading of The Past and Present
Association, only matters relating to the declared aims
and objects of the Association should be dealt with ;
and that the news relating to these matters should be
given in the form of a " story " of the month's progress
and doings, and not by the publication of minutes,
which are often misleading and (like Battalions orders)
almost always dull reading.
Whitelocks,
Yours, etc.,
Kingstone,
HENRY H. C. BAIRD (Capt.).
N. Canterbury.
THANKS.

Dear Sir,
Kindly send me The Dragon every month. I am
enclosing P.O. for two shillings which will pay for four
copies and then will send you money for the remaining
part of the year.
I must thank you very much indeed for sending
letter and telegram for a situation, but I had started
work two days after I arrived home. I must have
been very lucky !
I will sometime this year renew my membership
of The Past and Present Association.
34 Fentiman Road,
Yours faithfully,
Clapham,
R. CARTER (6281837).
London, S.W. 8.

Fixtures, 1926.
June 16th. Dragon Club Dinner at The
Trocadero Restaurant.
July 31st, i
to
' Canterbury Cricket Week.
Aug. 6th. )
Aug. 14th. Past and Present Cricket Match
at Canterbury.
Aug. 16th, j
to
[ Depot Cricket Week.
Aug. 19th. )
AV5th'

' Kent v Australians at
Aug. 28th. I
Canterbury.
Oct. 5th & 6th.
Oct. 23rd.

The Buffs Golfing Society
Autumn Meeting at Sand
wich.
Past and Present Association
Annual Meeting and Dinner in
London.

Vacancy.
WANTED, near Rye, a man and wife ; man
as gardener ; wife as cook. £100 per
annum.

BY E.C.F.

T3 EADING in a newspaper of the march of the
£\ twenty thousand women from all parts of
England, Scotland and Wales to the Royal Albert Hall,
there to hold a meeting protesting against the waste
of the nation's resources in strikes and lockouts,
I came across the following human episode :
What
do you come to the meeting for ?" asked a poor woman
of a welldressed one. " Because women s job is to
look after the men, whether it is rich or poor," was the
reply. And that, as every decent man will admit, is
nothing less than the truth !
Despite the evidence of the Divorce Court, the
Police Court and the pseudowitty ramblings of the
freelance journalist, the women of today are no whit
behind their grandparents in that loyal cooperation
and unselfish helpfulness, which, often unsuspected by
the man, serves to guide and fashion his career. Books
have been written upon the subject and how often in
the memoirs of famous men do we find acknowledge
ment of the fact ? We do not quibble that Lord
Blank, the famous politician of the eighteenth
century, should have been, in a measure, made by his
wife's devotion and wise counsel—" women, in those
days, knew their place in the scheme of things , but,
nowadays
!" And with such lofty generalisation
we dismiss the subject from our minds.
It is the fashion because a section of our women call
themselves emancipated, affect the etoncrop and
mannish garments, to pretend that this generation
has given birth to a race of women, degenerate and
selfish in the last degree, whose sole aim and object
seems to be the gratification of every whim and fancy,
and the shirking of the responsibilities of life. Plays
are staged depicting these creatures, plays which the
critics have the audacity to tell us point a moral.
Novelists, whose sales run into edition after edition,
portray such characters in their books ; journalists
make " copy " out of the supposed decadence of the
race. And what is the truth ?
Amongst the women yon know, can you think of
one, who has reached years of discretion, whose mode
of life and conduct even approximates to such
a standard ? Again, amongst the women that you
know, how many, day by day, are quietly going on
with the business of life ? Wives whose homes, even
to the casual observer, display that loving care which
we associate with the term housewife ? Whose
husband is happy and children well cared for ? Of
the few who find their way into the Divorce or Police
Courts, we hear much, through the medium of the
Press ; of the many who have found happiness^ and
contentment with the man of their choice, nothing.
Rich or poor, " it is a woman's job to look after
the man." How nobly most of them carry it through
should be the man's most pleasing duty to admit.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,

Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address.
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The 1st Battalion.

IBRALTAR HAS ONCE
again settled down
G
to the quiet humdrum life

that it is accustomed to
lead when the Fleet have
departed; for not only
have the sailors gone, but
their attendant fair satel
lites as well.
After their return from
the annual exercises with
the Mediterranean Fleet off
Sardinia and Majorca, a
week still remained—a
week in which every single
hour of the one hundred
and sixtyeight seemed to be filled to over
flowing with social gatherings and farewell
jamborees.
On the 15th March was held the Royal Calpe
Hunt pointtopoint. Altogether there were
six races : the Royal Calpe Hunt Cup and the
InterRegimental Cup run concurrently ; the
Naval Officers' Race; the Farmers' Race;
the Heavyweight Race and our own Regi
mental Race.
For the joint race the Royal Navy, Royal
Artillery, Royal Engineers, The Buffs, the
Suffolk Regiment and Staff and Departments
each entered teams of four. The Hunt Cup,
of course, is an individual event, so
independent competitors could ride at the
same time. A few days previously the course
was announced approximately, so that every
one interested spent considerable time in
reconnoitring the best route.
In PointtoPoint races at home, nowadays,
there is usually not much room for argument,
for the course is carefully flagged so that a
race practically develops into a .steeplechase.
In the Cork Woods though, things are
different. There are no obstacles like
fences to leap, but only very rough, and often
blind, country to ride over. It is, therefore,
more a question of trusting to your horse not
to put his foot in a hole and steering a straight
course beneath the trees. This may sound
easy enough, but when it is remembered that
the proximity of the low trees to each other,
and in some places the thickness of the under
growth, limit the range of one's vision at times
to thirty or forty yards, it will be realized that
the difficulty of going in the right direction at
high speed is considerable.
The first
race started near Almoraima
station, crossed the grim Soto Cordo, thence
round Little White Farm and back to the
finish between 2nd Vent a and the Duke of
Kent's Farm—total distance about six miles.

Previous to the race a great deal of
controversy raged around the question of the
best way across the Soto. This is a deep
wooded ravine, marshy at the bottom and with
only three ways over. The riddle was, which
was the shortest ? The day before, mysterious
looking little groups might have been seen
lurking behind trees, engrossed in deep
discussion, whilst others, equally musterious,
would wander away with a nonchalant manner
and try to look as though they were not going
anywhere in particular, whereas all the time
they were plodding along the route they hoped
to follow on the morrow at a swifter pace.
Our team, after heated argument in the
mess, decided on the lefthand route—as it
proved, wrongly ; for we did not get a look
in. The left hand way was about a quarter
of a mile longer.
Our own race was on a shorter course :
Duke of Kent's Farm, Little White Farm.
2nd Venta and home. Distance, about four
miles. Here again stealthy and secret
reconnaisances took place, whilst everyone
pretended to be helping his neighbour in a
most openhearted manner, but really each
had his own idea.
The following lined up at the start: Lt.Col.
R. E. Power, Lt.Col. L. W. Lucas, Messrs.
Reid, Rose, Coates, Fox, Crozier and Walters,
Major J. Crookenden, Captains Willows and
Tuke.
Mr. Reid on " Caradoc" is to be con
gratulated on winning this race, after a hard
tussle with Mr. Coates, who was second on
" Blakamoor. Mr. Walters came in third,
stirrupless and affectionately embracing his
horse, " Ali," around the neck.
On the evening of St. Patrick's Day we,
and our several naval guests, discovered to
the detriment of our shirt fronts—and the
intrepid winner to the detriment of his
pocket—that the Cup is illdesigned as a
drinking vessel!
On March 29th the Officers entertained the
members of the Hunt Committee, and Colonel
Hawksley, who unfortunately, has now left
the Rock, to dinner. As is usual on these
occasions, the diners sat long over their wine,
listening to each other making speeches in
turn extolling the merits and glory of Fox
hunting, but in particular of hunting with the
Royal Calpe.
Subsequently the evening broke up with
many yoicks  and a Steeplechase round the
table with chairs as mounts. (If this is not
strictly true it is because, owing to the pressure
of a promotion exam., and the necessity for
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keeping a clear head on the morrow, your
reporter was unable to be present and so has
had to draw on his imagination).
We have now heard officially that we are
to relieve the 2nd Worcestershire Regiment
at Meerut next trooping season, whilst the
1st Battalion Devonshire Regiment from
England will relieve us. It has not yet been
announced when we shall go, but probably
it will be some time in October.
BrigadierGeneral Robert McDouall, C.B.,
C.B.E., C.M.G., D.S.O., has very kindly
presented to the subalterns a most handsomely
bound and ably written little volume giving
a description, with photographs, of the many
ponies he possessed in all parts of the world
during his long service in the Regiment.
Included in this little book are many
anecdotes of much interest to anyone who
has served, or will serve, in The Buffs.
BATTALION FOOTBALL.
The Buffs v. Malaga.
The fame of the Buffs' Football Team having spread
throughout the land, the Malaga Football Club invited
us to pay them a visit. We were to play them once on
Friday, have an off day on Saturday, and play again
on Sunday—the day on which all normal Spanish
people sally forth to watch a bullfight or a football
match. Malaga undertook to pay all expenses and in
general, to make our trip a pleasant one.
Seven o'clock on Friday morning therefore, saw us
packing into two large cars en route for Malaga, which
we reached about 12.30—rather dusty and very hungry.
We were greeted on arrival in the main street with a
placard announcing the matches as " Malaga Football
Club v. the Buffs, the Army Champions of Gibraltar."
The ground we found very small and their team,
all but one of whom were professionals, played
a very fast, short passing game, which at first was too
much for us and our goalkeeper, Home, had plenty
to do, and a very fine performance he put up, too.
However, the defence soon settled down to it. Turner
in particular was excellent. The forwards never
seemed quite at home and were also up against
a remarkably good pair of backs who made no mistakes
and tackled soundly. After being love all at half
time the final score was 2—0 against us.
The team was Goal, Home ; Backs, L/Cpl. James,
Pte. Thurlow ; Halves : L/Cpl. Mancer, Pte. Turner,
L/Cpl.
Ericksen ; Forwards : Sgt. Burville, Lt.
Mallatn, L/Cpl. Lewis, L/Cpl. Lee, L/Cpl. Edwards.
On Sunday L/Cpl. Long, the reserve, took Iff.
Mallam's place at inside right. This was an even
better game than the previous one. Our forwards
seemed more at home, combined better and shot well.
We opened the scoring and the rest of the game was
a dingdong struggle and anybody's game. In the
end, Malaga got the odd goal, the final score being
4—3. It is difficult to pick out any for special mention
as the whole team played excellently. Turner, Home
Thurlow and Erichsen were perhaps the most notice
able.
Both games were played in a most friendly spirit.
Malaga in each game were awarded a penalty
for accidental " hands " which they refused to take
and kicked, quietly behind. We finally ended our visit
with eggs and tea in their clubroom and returned to
Gibraltar after a thoroughly enjoyable trip.—F.G.C.

THE CORPORALS' MESS.
I must apologise for the omission of Corporals' Mess Notes in
previous editions, but unfortunately there was no individual who
cared to take upon himself the responsibility of compiling them ; so
seeing that I have nothing to do nowadays, I have agreed to fill
the gap.
.
.

x
At last we have a Committee who are buzzing things up. First of
all we had two dart tournaments for Members of the Mess, but we have
decided to postpone the others until Cribben has gone away, as he has
won each one so far.
Our next '' show 1' was an Invitation Dance held at the Garrison
Gymnasium.
This was a tremendously successful affair ; the attendance of lqdies,
and the eight delicious hours of jollity amply rewarded the Committee,
headed by Glazier, for the hard work they must have put in.
The Gymn. was tastefully decorated, thanks to Corporals Meakin
and Ayliffe, who obviously made the most of the very limited amount
of material at their disposal. Cpl. Bell and his Staff surpassed them
selves in providing us with sumptuous and delicious eatables. Cpl.
Vale attended to the AntiPussyfoots upstairs, no comment is necessary
on the way it was carried out, for everyone knows the capabilities of
this henchman where Bars are concerned throughout the Regiment.
We had our own Jazz Band supplying the necessary which rendered
its usuallv excellent programme.
On behalf of the Members of the Mess I should like to congratulate
L/Cpl. Glazier and his Committee for the excellency of this very well
conducted Dance ; also on behalf of the Committee to thank those who
willingly gave up their afternoon's sleep to give any help that was
necessary.
Our next item was a Billiards Match with the Privates. This team
challenged us, and consisted of at least three representatives of the
Battalion. This did not deter us and we ran out the victors on aggre
gate by 20 points ; the actual scores were :—
Corporals.
Privates.
L/Cpl. Lewis
100 Pte. Fagg
65
L/Cpl. Mancer
100 Pte. Shelvey
86
Cpl. Meakin
82 Pte. Burtenshaw
100
L/Cpl. Bourne
...
...
91 Pte. Sullivan
100
Cpl. Clover
100 Pte. Burt
89
Cpl. Ayliffe
87 Bdmn. Cross
100
We had a Mess Shoot on Friday, 27th. There was a very good
attendance. L/Cpl. Newman won the Silver Spoon and Cpl. Butcher
the "Wooden 'Un." Following the shoot, on the same afternoon,
was a Football Match against the Corporals of the Suffolk Regiment.
We had quite a formidable team which proved much too strong for our
opponents, and we won this onesided game by 92.
In closing the Notes, I should like to extend a welcome to those
members of the Mess who have hitherto not been seen in the Mess.
It must be remembered that one need not necessarily be a confirmed
drunkard before gaining admittance, and also that it is not. the place
where only Mess Meetings and " free nights " take place.
I should also like to point out to two of our superabdommal mem
bers, perhaps more, that it is not the hidingplace from the person
responsible for the maintenance of discipline in a certain section of 14
Group, H.Q. Wing, between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
INCOGNITA.

THE BAND.
Although we have had our time fully occupied during the month,
there is very little of outstanding musical interest to record. The
boys continue to make satisfactory progress, and several of them
now attend practice with the band. We are supplying the wind in
struments in the orchestra of the local amateur opera company who
are producing " Cavalleria Rusticana " shortly, and we find the work
exceptionally interesting. During the month we have received a visit
from Mr. Tom Perryman, trumpet player in the orchestra of the White
Star Liner Homeric. He enlisted in the Regiment in 1897, and like
the majority of bandsmen, speedily became a noted figure on the sports
field, being a good runner, and eventually appearing in the Regimental
Football team as outsideleft.
Our boys frequently meet the Suffolk boys at football, and some
promising players are to be found on both sides.
On the 10th March we met the Suffolks' Band, and gained a run
away victory 132.
^,
In the Harris Shield Hockey match on the 31st, however, (E 14
v "A" Company) we were less fortunate, for, after scoring three goals
in the first seven minutes of the game, we finished up with even
honours, sharing eight goals. Bdsmn. Standen, who is still on the
sick list, is very much missed at this time.
We have already started practice at the nets, and are looking forward
to a successful cricket season.

Mr. Tom Perryman.

FIGARO.

Many of the old associates of Mr. Tom Perryman, exBandsman,
1st and 2nd Battalions, will be pleased to hear that he has done exceed 
inglv well since leaving the Service, being at present engaged with the
orchestra of the " White Star " Inner S.S. Homeric.
He recently visited Gibraltar where he renewed acquaintance with
old friends now serving with the 1st Battalion with whom he soldiered
in the old days, being welcomed by Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O.,
Lieut, and Quartermaster A. W. Andrews, D.C.M. and BaudSergt.
(i Clayton and was introduced to Lieut.Col. R. E. Power, D.S.O.
He enlisted into the Band of the 2nd Battalion in 1897 and joined
the 1st Battalion in Aldershot in 1907, being discharged in 1909. #
He will best be remembered in the sports' field where, as a sprinter,
he offered great opposition to Lieut. Andrews in his attempts to wrest
the laurels of the running field from the possession of the latter. He
also excelled as a Regimental Football player, being outsideleft for the
Battalion Team during several seasons.

THE DRAGON
THE DRUMS.
Well, " Punters," here we arc again. There does not seem much to
talk about this trip. We. played "C" Company's Second Team a short
time ago and managed to win 1 0 after a good game ; the goal was
scored by L/Cpl. Axten, our centreforward, in the last few minutes.
Since that game we have not played any more. We bad a few promises
of games, but that is as far as it has got.
We are pleased to say that our "Young Class Drummers" are
coming on fairly well; they should be alright by the time the Battalion
moves to India as it is " rumoured " (only a rumour).
We congratulate L/Cpl. W. Sinclair on winning the Silver Bugle
for the fourth time. Drummer Harrison still retained the Young
Hands' last time it was held.
We also congratulate Drummer Evans or (Time Ex.Hock) on
getting his colours for running. The last run this Battalion held was
with the 2nd Battalion The Suffolks in which we were unfortunate to
lose, Drm. Evans coming in eighth in the Battalion.

To give them their due, the eggs sang quite well,
But as somebody said, they had a strong smell.
It was a good joke, the whole crowd agreed.
But of enlightenment still the poor lad is in need.
So when he sees this, if it is printed at all.
He sure will remember, how he was made April fool.

Billiard Tournament.

Pte. Miles
Pte. Hammond
Pte. Howland
Pte. Feakins
Pte. Coveney
Pte. Sandwell

OLD HANDS V. YOUNG HANDS.
100

Signals
Signals
Signals
Signals

Pte. Ford
Pte. Wilson ...

... 100 Pte. Crawley
66
86

91

Total

Things we want to know.
Is it true that the 1st Buffs are indenting for a Ccrp of Drums in
September when the present serving go away " TimeEx " ?
When is " George " putting the " Banns " up and is he aware that
the price of milk has gone up ?
When is the Battalion going to oblige by giving the troops a
" Concert, etc." ?
Why do some of the " Lads " keep gazing on Tariffa Point; what
do they expect to see appear round there ?
Did Charlie Harry want an introduction to Hock's " gal." ?
What does " Lac " mean by saying " Where there's a will there's
a way " ?
Who is Baby Elephant and is he Lac's mascot ?
Who pays Spime'o out on his " Weekly Mystery Slip " and does
one team let him down now and agam ?
P.S.—"Ebo" wishes to be remembered to Tich Harper of the 2nd
Battalion Band.
(Signed) BOOT REPAIRER or a matter of
Weeks,
stained.
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L/c. Newman
Pte. Langdon
Pte. Flood ...

541

E.

DIXEY.

100
92
68
100
100

100

560

Company Football.
3
2
7
6

J.

Rock Wireless
H.M.S. Tourmaline.,
Suffolk Signals
M.G.'s

Things we want to know.

nil.
3

1
2

Has Snaky been hunting lately ? (For Hairs).
Who soaks his supper in his lap ?
Who is Copsie ?
Did the Cable reach the guard room ?
Who is eggsmasher ?
Why is Dixon called Belter ?
Who is T.O.Z. ?

"B" COMPANY.
Since our last Notes went to press nothing of any importance has
happened.
The third round of the " Harris" Shield " Bayonet Fencing has
commenced.

Coy. ist Battalion at Athletic Spoits.
SIGNAL SECTION.
During the past month our training has been sadly neglected owing
to so many other duties and parades, but we sincerely hope that SIGNAL
training will be considered in the near future as the annual classification
is drawing near. We commence firing during this next week, so
apparently we shall not see much of Helio's and lamps until it is time to
pass the examinations.
We congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Sharp upon the birth of their
daughter and wish them every happiness and joy.
Swimming is now being taken into consideration by many and no
doubt waterpolo will soon be in full swing. Football has, of course,
been in great demand and several good matches have been played.
Billiards have also been entered upon and some notable games have
resulted. The " Skittle Alley " followers, of course, led the way.
Our compositor of poetry has been working at full pressure of late,
so we hope shortly to publish some good items. Thej^ usually come in
parcels so look out for a big mail.

" The Parcel.''
As all people know, it is a general rule
To make some poor blighter an April Day Fool.
Well, Harding expected a parcel of grub
So it was soon decided who was to be ' mug.'
A box was procured, and eggs not too fresh
And packed by the lads, then boldly addressed.
On the lid was then written cake, toffee, and fags.
But of course that was done just to finish the * rag.'
The parcel arrived, all sealed and serene
The eggs, by the way, had nearly turned green.
He undid the string, Tich Harding of course,
The lid lifted up, just think of the force.

We met "A" Company on the 16th inst, and after a series of stiff
fights, the result ended in a draw of seven fights each. Our team was
as follows.
C.Q.M.S. Dixon, Sgt. Beer, Cpls. Richardson, Butcher, L/Cpls.
Foreman, Wyles, Ptes. Ingram, Waller, Home, Lay, Madden, Thurlow,
Ovenden, Stupple.
On the 19th inst. the same team met "D" Company, winning by
ten points to four.
On the 27th inst. the same team journeyed to South Barracks,
to meet 23 Company and 14 Company. We won both fights.
We are now waiting to meet "C" Company so that we can have the
Cup in our possession for another year.
The platoon hockey matches, for points towards the McDouall
Shield (which is a Company affair) have commenced. The first match
was between No. 7 Platoon and No. 5 Platoon, No. 7 Platoon won by
three goals to one.
No. 6 Platoon v. No. 8 Platoon is to be played off early next month.
The Company Football team has played a few friendlies, the follow
ing are the results :—
"B" Company v. H.M.S. Cyms, won 31 ; "B" Company v. Europa
F.C., draw 33 ; "B" Company v. Gibraltar F.C., won 32.
As we go to press we have to announce that we met "C" Company
in the last fight of the third round of (Harris Shield) Bayonet Fencing
on the 3rd inst., We drew with our opponents, 77, and thus we hold
the (coveted) Cup for two years in succession.

Things we want to know.
Has Aggie gone on another speed trail ?
Is Chink weeping over the absence of Nodder ?
Who pays 18/6 a week for groceries ?
What is Darkey Lewis' warcry every day ?
Has Munkus signed professional form yet ?
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TUGOFWAF.

How much does Chester Conklin get a week for being trainer ?
Who was the N.C.O. who said that a bullet travels at the rate of
2,240 square yards per second ?
C.H.

Winners: 13 Platoon*
1st.
2nd.
3rd.
4th.
5th.
6th.
7th.
8th.

PUTTING THE SHOT.

Sgt. A. Gibson
L/c. W. J. Cook
Cpl. H. Errington
Pte. G. Gates
Cpl J. Redman
L/c. A. Hudson
L/c. W. Packman
Pte. S. Gardner

31 ft. 7 ins.
28 ft. 10 ins.
28 ft. 2 ins.
26 ft. 1 in.
25 ft. 10 ins.
25 ft. 5| ins.
25 ft. 2 ins.
24 ft. 10 ins.

RELAY RACE.

Pte. A. Marsh.

Pte. D. Stocker. Pte. Mitchell.

L/c. Cruttenden.

THREE MILE.

1st.
2nd.
3rd.
4th.

5th.
6th.
7th.
8th.

Pte. A. Marsh.
Pte. J. Chivers.
Pte. S. Gardner.
Cpl. W. Woollard.

Pte. Cox.
Pte. W. Chapman.
Pte. A. Buddie.
Pte. C. Smissen.

LONG JUMP.

ist Battalion Football Teavi at Malaga.
"C" COMPANY.
We havejdone very little this month except work. We are in the
training season now and as we are the last to train we have extra duty
to do whilst "A" is training ; but still our turn will come. We met
"B" Company at Hockey in the Harris Shield and beat them 53. It
was a fairly good game in which our combination, and the individual
efforts of Ayliffe who scored three goals, was a bit too much for our
opponents.
We have had some more Bayonet Fighting in the Harris Shield.
Our opponents in the first case were 14 Group H.Q. Wing ; we lost
this match 85, nevertheless, our team is improving steadily, and we
shall soon be up to our usual standard. In the second match we met
23 Group H.Q. Wing and ran out the winners by eight fights to six.
We are pleased to see some of the younger ones trying their hand ; it
must be realized that only by trying can one succeed.
We also played "B" and "D" Companies, but could only turn out
three of our original team, as we were on some demonstration. Still
we did our best, drew with "B" Company and lost to "D."
Everything is bustle now, for G.O.C.'s Inspection will have come
off by the time these notes appear, and as this only comes off once a
year, we like to give of our best.
I hope to be able to send quite a lot of notes next month.
INCOGNITA

During the month the Company held their Annual Sports and
everything went off A.l. Lunch and Tea were supplied on the Sports
Ground. We must thank the C.Q.M.S. and Mess Orderlies for their
kind assistance in the food line ; also Mr. Hayward, for the way in
which he catered for us. The Lunch and Tea were absolutely fine and
would have put the Hotel Cecil in the shade. (Ask our Skipper and
Officers which is best).

Annual Sports.

The following events took place in the forenoon as there were so
many entries, which had to be run off in heats.
100 yards, 200 yards, 440 yards, 880 yards, One Mile, High Jump
and TugofWar.
The finals of the above events were run off in the afternoon resulting
in the following winners :—
100 YARDS.
1st. L/c. W. J. Cook. 2nd. Pte. S. Wolfe.
3rd. Sgt. A. Gibson.
200 YARDS.
1st. L/c. W. J. Cook. 2nd. Pte. S. Wolfe.
3rd. Cpl. H. Errington.
400 YARDS.
1st. Pte. A. Marsh.
2nd. Pte. G. Price.
3rd. Pte. J. Chivers.
800 YARDS.
1st. Pte. J. Chivers. 2nd. Pte. A. Marsh.
3rd. Pte. D. Stocker.
Pte. J. Chivers.

1st.
2nd.
3rd.
4th.

ONE MILE.

2nd. Pte. A. Marsh.

Sgt. A. Gibson
L/c. W. J. Cook
Pte. G. Price
Pte. Perkins

HIGH JUMP.

PLATOON 13.

4

PLATOON 14.

2

3

2

2

2*
2|

3

PLATOON 15.
2
PLATOON 16.

3

1
1
1
3
1
Congratulations are extended to Pte. A. Marsh on the way in which
he ran at the Company Sports, and we all hope that he will endeavour
to keep it up.
The interPlatoon Boxing is now a sport well looked forward to by
all Platoons of the Company. We have just finished our Second Boxing
Meeting for the month, the first being a Novices' contest and the second
being for Points towards the Platoon Shield. Major J. Crookenden,
D.S.O. being the Referee at both meetings.
. The Novices resulted as follows :—
FEATHERS.—Winner : Pte. A. Pointer ; Runner-up : Pte. A. Bundock.
LIGHT.—Winner : Pte. Cox ; Runner-up :Pte. A. Pratt.
WELTER.—Winner: Pte. A. Stevenson ; Runner-up: Pte. J. Sharp.
MIDDLES.—Winner : Pte. G. Smith ; Runner-up : Pte. G. Gates.
Company Boxing.

"D" COMPANY.

1st.

... 18 ft. 2 ins.
1st. L/c. W. J. Cook
... 17 ft. 3 ins.
2nd Pte. S. Wolfe ...
... 17 ft. 2 ins.
3rd. Sgt. A. Gibson
j Cpl. C. Perry ...
T.
" 116 ft. 11 ins.
lie' \Pte. G.Price ...
... 16 ft. 10 ins.
5tli. Pte. D. Stocker
... 16 ft. 4 ins.
6th. Pte. G. Smith ...
... 16 ft. 2 ins.
7th. L/c. J. Fletcher
There were no Prizes awarded as the sports were based on the Point
System for the Platoon .Shield, the result being as follows :—
1st.—14 Platoon, with 109 points; 2nd.—15 Platoon, with 94
points ; 3rd.—13 Platoon, with 58| points; 4th.—16 Platoon, with
45| points.
This brings our chart up to the following results :—
Cross
Tug-ofBayonet
Country Coy.
Fencing. Football. Hockey. Running. Sports, boxing Drill. War.

3rd. Pte. A. Taylor.
Height.
... 4 ft. 11| ui.
... 4 ft. 11 ins.
... 4 ft. 10 ins.
... 4 ft. 9| ins.

There were only four weights in this Contest owing to the fact that
our Heavyweights and others were not Novices.
The Second Meeting resulted as follows for the Platoon Shield,
the winners being :—
FLYWEIGHT.—Pte. Kirby—walkover ; BANTAM WEIGHT.—Pte.
Lelant, walkover; FEATHERWEIGHT.—Pte. H. Townend; LIGHT
WEIGHT.—Pte. S. Stocker ; WELTER WEIGHT.—L/c. S. Priest; MIDDLE
WEIGHT.—L/c. A. Hudson ; LIGHT HEAVY WEIGHT.—Pte. G. Smith ;
HEAVYWEIGHT.—Pte. Franklin.
The Platoons finished up in the following order :—
1st. 15 Platoon.—Commander :—Lieut. P. R. H. Fox, M.C.
/ 2nd. 13 Platoon.—Commander :—2/Iyt. Dewar.
Tie! 3rd. 14 Platoon.—Commander —Sgt. A. Gibson.
1.4th. 16 Platoon.—Commander :—Sgt. W. Curtis.
The fight between L/Cpls. Hudson and Sayer, which resulted in
a win to L/c. Hudson, was one of the best fights that the Judges had
seen in Gibraltar. I might mention that the Judges were neutral
Judges from other units in the Command and they knew something
about Boxing.

Education Certificates.

The following men were successful at the last Examination for Third
Class Certificates of Education :—
Pte. F. Barton, Pte.S. Mercer, Pte. J. Sharp. Pte. S. Gardner.

Things we would like to know.
How long has " Five paces forward right Dress " been a drill move
ment, and in what Manual is it to be found ?
Has VON still got the tins inside ?
Who is the " Great I am " of 13 Platoon ?
When is Cruff ocus, getting married ?
SEAMAN.
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The 2nd Battalion.

UMMER seems to have come
early this year, for just
lately glorious weather has pre
vailed both at Portland and at
Wool,
where "B"
and "C"
Companies are now in the middle
of their annual company training.
However, there are signs of summer
being over already, but we will be
optimists and call this typical April
weather.
Before the battalion split up,
the Cross Country Run and Rifle
Meeting were held on March 22nd
25th, 26th and 27th respectively.
"C" Company, as predicted, again
won the former, hut "B" Company
provided the first man home in Pte.
Woodhatch. Pte. Trinkwon ("C")
last year's winner, was a good
second and R/Cpl. Foster ("H.Q. Sigs.") an unexpected
third.
"H.Q." A Group, accrued most points towards the
Harris Shield in the shooting. Individual scores are
found elsewhere and it will be seen that some of the
open events went to the Navy, whom we are always
p/eased to see, especially so this year, our last
at Portland.
Harris Shield Football has been settled on the
knockout system with the following results :—
Is/ round—
"D" beat "A."
"H.Q." A beat "B."
2nd round—
"H.O." A beat "H.Q." B.
"D"~beat "C" and "C" beat "H.Q." B for third
place.
In the final "D" beat "H.Q." A on extra time, after
a draw, so the points towards the Shield are allotted
to :—"D" Coy., 3 points ; "H.Q." A 2 points ; "C"
Coy. 1 point.
Then on April 8th came the Cattistock Hunt point
topoint Races. Capt. C. S. Field, O.B.B., for the
second year in succession, rode his " Tom " to victory
and Capt. H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O., was second on Col.
Kennedy's " Fortune." The race between these two
for first
place provided the biggest thrill of the
afternoon, both horses clearing the last jump together,
Capt. Field eventually winning by a neck. Rieut.
N. E. Hoare was third on his " Prudence." Of the
other five starters refusals seem to have been frequent,
with an occasional fall here and there.
Boxing, so far as the battalion team is concerned,
has finished, but not so as regards individuals. We
had a good entry for the Army Championships and our
heartiest congratulations go to Sgt. Beale for winning
the Army Featherweight title ; we hope to see him the
I.S.B.A. Champion as well and by the time we go to
press he is well on his way for it. R/Cpl. Bowman
had bad luck in getting " 'flu " half way through the
Army Championships and Pte. Maslin in the Heavies,
Pte. Bell in the Rightweights and Pte. Hudd in the
Bantams all fought well.
We are sorry to lose Captain E. B. Backhouse who
has left us to go to West Africa ; we said goodbye to
him for several days ; Capt. H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O.,
has come to the battalion from the R.A.F. College to
take his place as H.Q. Wing Commander.
Capt. R. M. Watson paid us a onenight visit
from the depot, bringing with him a draft, to whom we
wish a hearty welcome.
2/Rieut. N. H. Roff, of the Buffs' Supplementary
Reserve, is with us for five weeks' training.

BATTALION RIFLE MEETING.
The following are the results of the Battalion Rifle
Meeting held on 25th, 26th and 27th March, 1926 :—
COMPETITION NO 1. CLASS A.
... "H.Q." 14
1. Dmr. Parker
... "C"
12
2. R/S. Cronin
... "D"
10
3. Pte. Batstone ...
CLASS A.
COMPETITION NO
... "D"
45
Cpl. Trice
... "H.Q." 43
Sgt. Fawcett
... "H.Q." 41
Bds. Baker
OPEN.
"C"

COMPETITION No

...
Pte. Crick
2/Wrt. Hammond, A/S School
...
Sgt. MacWalter
COMPETITION NO

Cpl. Cox ...
Pte. Davies
R/Cpl. Gorham ...

COMPETITION NO

Pte. Davies
Pte. Hudgell
Bds. Day

COMPETITION NO

Dmr. Harding ...
R/Cpl. Hodges ...
Pte. Stevens

COMPETITION NO

Pte. Kettle
Pte. Brand
Pte. Poulter

COMPETITION NO 8.

Dmr. Hudson
Pte. Jones
Pte. Nadin

...

COMPETITION NO

Pte. Wonderling
Pte. Scott
Pte. Drlrrant
1

"D"

CLASS B.

20—13
20—10
19

...
...
...

"H.Q." 17
"H.Q." 16
"A"
15
CLASS B.
... "H.Q." 18
... "H.Q." 16—19
... "H.Q." 16—14
CLASS B.
... "H.Q." 42
... "A"'
39
... "H.Q." 27
CLASS C.
... "D"
... "B"
"C"
CLASS C.

19
17
16

... "H.Q." 17
... "D"
9

... "A"
CLASS C.
... "C"

7

...

"D"

...
...

"H.Q." 32
"A"
29—13
"A"
29—10

... "C"
COMPETITION NO 10. OPEN.

Sgt. Fawcett
Cpl. Fagg
Pte. Ryons

COMPETITION NO. 11

INTERCOMPANY RIFLE.

1. "H.Q." Wing ("A" Group) ...
185
2. "D" Cov.
...


171
COMPETITION NO. 12. O.Rs. REVOLVER.
1. P. O. Wilson A/S. School
...
.
18
2. Pte. Baker
"D"
12
3. Pte. Pullen
"D"
11
COMPETITION NO. 13. OFFICERS, REVOLVER.
1. Rt. W. G. Gass
IB
2. Major (Hon.) P. G. Scarlett ...
8—4
3. 2/Rt. Nicholson
8—0
COMPETITION NO. 14. RIGHT AUTOMATIC.
1. 7 Platoon
...
...
... "B"
39
2. 4 Platoon
...
...
... "A"
36
3. 13 Platoon
"D"
34
COMPETITION NO. 15. MACHINE GUN.
1. No. 7 Team. (Ptes. Ward, Parsons, Wilcox and
Wills).
No. 8 Team. (R/Cpl. Crowhurst, Ptes. Hird,
West and Wheeler).
3. No. 6 Team. (R/Cpl. Vine, Ptes. Rong, W.
Bailey and Taylor).
POOL BULLS.

15/ Day—H/-. Cpl. Wood, Cpl. Baker, R/S. Cronin,
Pte. Mellish, Pte. Down.
2nd Day—10/. R/Cpl. Webb, Dmr. Hudson, Pte.
Rewry, Sgt. Ridgeway, H.M.S. Vulcan,
R. P. O. Cuthbert, H.M.S. Vulcan, Pte. Gold
finch, Sgt. Fawcett.
3rd Day—23/. 2/Writer Hammond, A/S. School,
Marine Jurd., H.M.S. Tiger.
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SERGEANTS' MESS.

As a fairly regular contributor of NOTES, not only Sergeants' Mess,
but others, I find my principle difficulty is in getting a start. One gets
into the habit of commencing more or less the same month after month,
and, not only commencing, but continuing in the same strain through
out.
I suppose there is really some excuse for this, as, normally, things
go on the same month in, and month out, not only in the Sergeants'
Mess, but in every department or branch of the Battalion.
There is one outstanding event, however, which has taken place,
and is well worth recording, and that is the Smoking Concert referred
to in my notes of last month.
This took place on Friday, 19th March as arranged, and was a huge
success. Now, without a doubt, it is quite easy to "write up" any
function, and give it a " dressing " which would make it appear to have
been a splendid show, whether it was or not.
In this case, no such dressing is needed, as, undoubtedly, it was
absolutely the best. Smoker it has been my privilege to attend, and
I have attended a few since I have been a member of the Sergeants'
Mess.
The proceedings opened at 7.30 p.m. and from then onwards until
12.30 a.m. when " The King" was played and sung, everything went
off without a dull moment or the slightest hitch. It reflects the greatest
credit on C.S.M. Ambrose and his indoor entertainments Committee,
for their wonderful organization and management, assisted by the
Sergeants' Mess President, C.S.M. Love, Sergt. C. Smith (Caterer) and
pushing the whole lot along from behind, our worthy and greatly
respected R.S.M.
The Commanding Officer, Colonel J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O.
honoured us with his presence, and the following Officers :—Major
Scarlett, Capt. Field, Capt. Hamilton, Capt. Backhouse, Capt. and
Quartermaster Corney, Lieuts. D'Arcy Symonds, Brown, Hoare, King,
Knocker, Cass, Airy, 2/Lieuts. Knatchbull, Bruce, Nicholson, Lynden
Bell, Parry, RaitSmith ; Capt. Owens, an exBuff and K.A. Rifles
Officer, now Governor of H.M. Borstal Institution, Portland ; Mr.
Weldon, House Master, H.M. Borstal Institution, The Chiefs and
Petty Officers of the Victory X I. and Antisubmarine School, Portland,
and many others, apart from the Members and Honorary Members
of the Mess. (I must apologise if I have omitted any one's name as it
was rather difficult to get a complete list of everybody present).
1. THE TRIO...

2. TOAST.....
3. SONG

PROGRAMME.

Musical Items

B.M. HEWITT, SGT. BARSOTTI, L/SGT. DIAMOND
"The King"
R.S.M. DARE
"Babette"
SGT. A.SMITH
"A Very Disappointed Man"
MR. MARTIN

4. SONG
ENCORE..." My Brother Bill is a Fireman Bold"
5. FLUTE SOLO
Selected
SGT. BARSOTTI
ENCORE
Piccolo Solo
6. SONG
" Col. Coldfeet of the Cold Cream Gds."
MR. WOODS
ENCORE..." Are you Working? No! Are You?"
7. SONG
"Barley Mow"
MRS. Fox
8. CLARIONET SOLO
Selected
i
B.M. HEWITT
9. DUET
"You Didn't ?—I Did!"
CAPT. FLITCHCROFT, MR. SPRACKLINC
ENCORE

(Note.—These two artists are specially mentioned, as their turns during
the evening caused uproarious laughter: A perfect scream from
beginning to end.)
10. SONG..
" I don't want my Cigar to go out"
SERGT. AMOS
11. SONG
" Buffalo Battery "
MR. FRED TOREE
12. TOAST
"Our Officers"
R.S.M. DARE

13. RESPONSE
..COL. KENNEDY
14. SONG...
" Tell them they're Wonderful"
SERGT. BEASLEY
ENCORE
" The Agitator
15. SONG FROM:—
"The Gondoliers"
SERGT. DOWSE
ENCORE
" Drinking "
16. DUET
"In Sunny Havanna by Southern Seas"
MR. SPRACKLING, CAPT. FLITCHCROFT
1ST ENCORE..." What's become of Sally?"
2ND ENCORE
"9 o'clock, Sal."
17. SHORT STORIES
MR. COLLIER

INTERVAL.

18. MUSICAL ITEMS...B.M. HEWITT, SGT. BARSOTTI, L/SGT. DIAMOND
19. SONG
"In the Moonlight "...2/LT. LYNDENBELL
20. SONG
"A Miss, Miss, Miss"...2/LT. NICHOLSON
21. SONG
22. DUET

(Note :—This was rather mysterious altogether).
" What Nationality is Sawdust"
.SGT. AMOS

?
CAPT. FLITCHCROFT, MR. SPRACKLING
23. SONG
"Paddling, Madelein Home"
2/LT. PARRY
24. XYLOPHONE SOLO
"Sparks"
SGT. BARSOTTI
25. SONG
"Don't Eat Bananas with the skin on "...MR. WOODS
26. SONG....
"When its Night time in Italy"
SGT. A. SMITH
27. TOAST
"The Artists"
C.S.M. AMBROSE
28. SONG
"I've lost all ambition in Life"
...MR. MARTIN
29. TOAST
"The Visitors"
R.S.M. DARE
30. RESPONSE..." On Behalf of the Royal Navy "...P.O. AMOS, R.N.
31. RESPONSE On behalf of H.M. Borstal Institution Officers & Others
CAPT. OWENS
32. CLARIONET SOLO
Selected
B.M. HEWITT
33. SONG
" Flannagans Band
C.Q.M.S. HOWARD
34. DUET
"Old Soldiers never Die"
CAPT. BACKHOUSE, B.M. HEWITT
35. MONOLOGUE
LIETIT. BROWN
36. SONG
" I've never had a night like this "...C.Q.M.S. SLENDER
" GOD SAVE THE KING."

As mentioned before, it would take pages to do full credit to the
Artists ; and give a full account of the speeches, especially Capt.
Owens. Let it suffice that this was indeed a great night, a night of all
nights ; not one which was just a night of simple enjoyment, but one
which proves the unquestionable loyalty of the Members of the
Sergeants' Me9S towards our Officers ; the EspritdeCorps and spirit
of the Regiment today, as it has been in the past, and we hope, will
be in the future ; and the feeling of good fellowship and Comradeship
between the Army, Navy, and our Civilian Friends.
We shall, no doubt, "have more Smoking Concerts in the future, as
good perhaps, but never better.
Our weekly whist drives and dances have been discontinued, owing
to the longer and brighter evenings, also, owing to many of our Members
being on Company Training at Wool.
Owing to unforseen difficulties, and our inability to get all the
Members of the Mess together yet, we have had to postpone the taking
of the Sergeants' Mess photograph until a later date.
The billiard handicap tournament for 1926 has just been completed.
In the Semifinals Sergt. Pinchard beat C.S.M. Love ; and C.Q.M.S.
Austen beat Mr. Hamer, Senr. All Games were 150 up.
The final was played on Friday, 15th April and resulted in a win
for C.Q.M.S. Austen.
The handicapping of the finalists was as follows :—C.O.M.S. Austen
owe 120, Sergt. Pinchard : owe 120. The final score was Austen, 270 ;
Pinchard, 196. Prizes are as under:—
Winner: C.Q.M.S. Austen, Miniature Silver Cup on plinth;
Runner-up: Sergt. Pinchard, Cue; Highest Break: Sergt. I.M.
Fawcett, Cue.
Sgt. Fawcett's break was 33 ; Sergt. Pinchard made a break of 37
when playing C.S.M. Love, but as he could only take one prize, the
highest break prize will be awarded to Sgt. Fawcett. Hearty con
gratulations to the winners.
In continuation of the results of the "Isle of Portland" Billiards
League, only one game has been played since my last noyes. This was
versus the South Portland Conservative Club who won by the odd
game in seven.
Result of matches to date :—Played 12, Won 7, Lost 5.
During the month we played the Officers at Hockey, and beat them
52, this, I am given to understand, is the first time the Sergeants
have beaten the Officers at hockey. Let us hope it will not be the last.
The 16th Heavy Battery R.G.A. is staying at the Verne for a period
of gun practice ; and a very excellent lot they are too. We welcome
to the Mess their W.O.'s and Sergeants (who are " living in ")—during
their stay here.
We were all glad to see our old friend, " Snowy " Manning when
he turned up the other day with our latest draft from the Depot.
" Snowy " does not seem to alter a bit ; just the same as ever, and
I am sure everybody who knows him will be sorry when the time comes
—which is very near now—for him to depart into civil life.
A thorough, sound, honest and hardworking man, a credit to any
Sergeants' Mess, and a Buff to the backbone. We shall be sorry to
lose him ; for although he is stationed at the Depot, being a 2nd
Battalion man, he is " one of us." Jolly good luck to him and may he
" find a house."
Georgie Barrell, I regret to say, is still in hospital, although on the
mend, as is also Sgt Norwood. We wish them a speedy and permanent
recovery.
R.S.M. Martin paid us a visit during the month. He looked very
well, and appeared as though Gibraltar suited him to a T.
There is much more I would like to write about, but I am afraid
the Editor may not be able to sfford the necessary space in The Dragon ;
also, being late with the notes, and the subeditor screeching for them,
I must finish off for this time. More Anon.

Things we want to know.

When is " Mick " going to introduce the " Mule " to take the place
of the " Adjutant's horse " ?
Or, has the said " Mule " kicked Mick into another way of thinking ?
What does it feel like to be a billiards finalist ?
What made " Knowledge" feel so nervy ? and, .was it the " Regi
mental Spirit " atmosphere ; or the R.S.M.'s pipe ?
How many Wagers did Hamer, Sen. book ? and was it profitable ?
Who owns the Black Cat ?
Why it is that " Things we want to know " are never answered ?

CORPORALS' MESS.
Oh to be in Portland now that April's here. Roll on fresh fields
and pastures new. Our ranks are somewhat depleted owing to "B"
and "C" Companies having gone to Wool for Company Training. As
this necessitates an overdose of Guards, B.O.'s, etc., (not to mention
the practice which is at present prevalent, i.e., " taking the can back ")
notes are consequently brief.
We are all sorry to lose Corporals Willcox, Hart, Waghorne, and
Ridge abd L/Corporals Green and Cooper, and we wish them the best
of luck in " Civvy Street." L/Sgt. Wright has also left us for the
Sergeants' Mess—congratulations. Then there is L/c. Drake who has
gone to the Depot for a tour of duty, and to cap all these losses L/c.
Saunders has like many good men before him, binangonandunnitt—
married I mean, and we hope he makes a success of his new life. But
to counteract all these losses we welcome L/Corporals Thompson,
Kelly, Prior, Strand, Vine, Cross, King, Bishop, De Vroome and Sanders
to the mess. We take this opportunit}' of wishing the latter every
success and hope they will have more luck than the old hands in avoid
ing the many snares and pitfalls of this wicked world.
We have to announce the rise to Treasurer of Corporal Fagg. He
knows how to do it, for I personally heard him mention that he had
been on Wall Street.
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THE DRUMS.

THE BAND.
During the last month we have lost Bds. Stokes who has gone to
Oxford. We hope he will be successful.
Bds. Hughes, now a Policeman in the Metropolitan Police, has
written to say he is doing well, and wishes to be remembered to all the
older members of the Band who have left us.
We shallsoon be off to fire our Annual Musketry Courseat Chickerell.
Perhaps we shall get a few more Marksmen now the Course has been
altered—and perhaps it will be just the reverse !—Who knows ? We
must be like a certain Statesman—" Wait and See !"
News is very scarce ; but we shall soon be off to Bath, our first
place on the Season's Tour. Then perhaps we shall be able to send
more news along, and a few photographs. We can always find some
thing of interest in these places !
FATHER CROCHETS.

Concert.
We held a very successful Concert, the last of the Season, on March
2nd, and there was, as usual, a very wellattended show.
The Band opened with the Overture " Zampa " and gave "The
Bing Boys," " Chick, Chick, Chicken," and " Variations on Three Blind
Mice " at intervals through the programme.
We were once more fortunate in securing the services of Mr.
Sprackling and Capt. Flitcroft from Weymouth, who amused the
audience in several costume items; notably, "The Hussahs" and
" My Word !" by Capt. Flitcroft, and a very humorous song by Mr.
Sprackling.
Sgt. Smith, Cpl. Martin, Bds. Savage and Pte. Banks kept the ball
rolling with their songs. They are always popular with the men.
Sgt. Barsotti gave a Xylophone Solo which was encored. L/c.
Hewitt gave an Oboe solo, quite a departure from our usual turns,
and he was well received.
The Trombone Quartette was well to the fore with their items.
A cornet duet " The Two Imps," was well rendered by Boys Hen
ricksen and Williams. The title of the piece was very appropriate !
We wish to thank all people who assisted us in the decorations and
arranging of the hall, and hope, when we get to our new station, they
will extend their services once more.
R.W.D.

Well, gents., you saw in last month's notes—" look out for the foot
ball results of the Harris Shield." Well, "A" Group played with
"D" Company, a most exciting game from start to finish and an extra
half hour, but still 22, so they had a replay, but although we lost 42
this game was not a patch to the first as regards dash and plav, and of
course the lads had to show what they could do as regards their shooting
abilitj7. Dr. Parker won 30/ snap shooting, Dr. Harding won "rapid "
30/, Dr. F. Hudson, 3rd class shots " open " 30/ and also he found the
Pool Bull 10/. The Lewis Gun Team put up a good show and got
fourth place out of all the Battalion. The Sgt.Drm. was in the Team
who won first prize of 10/ each, but we are not specialists at daddy
name only. In any sport in fact, whatever we are asked to do we
prove ourselves capable.
Unfortunately poor old Battle Bowman, after winning two fights
by knockouts in the Army Championship Boxing, was attacked with the
'Flu and had to scratch and we were so " confident of him returning a
cert, winner for the " Welters," his condition and fitness were splendid.
Still, he will yet show us how to run a few distances in the Sports as we
must win the Harris Shield for good old "A" Group.
LITTLE DRUMMERS.

THE SIGNALLERS.
We are still disturbing the wind, causing a gale now and again on
the bump. We are very pleased to see that some of the young class
have been promoted to "the SemiTrained and hope the remainder will
soon join them and not be left in the SemiYoung squad. The weather
lately has enabled us to do a great deal of outdoor work. I am sure the
section is sorrv to see L/Cpl. Beales increasing his weight under his left
ear and Pte. Hawkins has been "Shingled," where, we don't know.
I am sorrv for the man who took one and a quarter hours to align the
helio for he is onlv allowed two minutes on classification. Cpl. Cox
is now at Gosport making arm chairs, he thinks his tuition will come in
useful. Mr. King and Cpl. Field have been to Bulford on a test and
we hope they have been allotted a vacancy at the School of Sigs. for the
next course". For the last two days the men have been firing their
preliminary musketry.
^

Things we want to know.
If I classify will I get my transfer ?
Who said " tips " to the Orderly Officer, who said today is bacon
day because the fat dries white on the ladels ?
' Who is the " Miss " in 17 room and is "She " an old maid ?
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M.G. PLATOON.

Here we are again ! all merry and bright and still going strong, but
I am afraid our notes this month will be rather short, for nothing of
anv importance has taken place.
"Corporals Watson and Millar have rejoined from a course at Netner
avon. and we all hope to hear that they have done well.
>f
"Paddy" has been giving a few tips away to the two Vies
about something he calls C.O.D. : by all accounts it is a con for neither
of them can understand the poor chap. Perhaps he cannot understand
the way to speak English, but still our " Paddy " comes from Erin.
By the time these notes appear in print we shall be at Netheravon
going " through it," but still we are used to hard work, so it will not
come strange to us.
We are very sorry to lose our Company Commander, Capt. Back
house who has gone to Africa. At the same time the " Gunners
extend a hearty welcome toCapt. Morgan who is to be our new Company
Commander.
,
At present Lt. Turner is carrying on and he finds heaps of work
these days.
.
,
Congratulations to Lt. Hoare on gaining a place in the Regimental
Race at the Cattistock pointtopoint Races, after three falls.
Sgt. Shoobridge is having a quiet rest. " Nuff said."
In our next lot of notes we hope to report something good.

Sports.

As regards sports we have played quite a few games of football,
but our luck seems dead out.
, t.
We met "A" Group in the semifinal of the Harris Shield who beat
us 40. We admit "A" Group deserved to win, but three of their goals
were " gifts." A very high wind really spoilt the game.
Our next game was against "C" Company for third place, and again
we lost, this time, by 32, but only after extra time. This game, like
our first, was completely spoilt by a gale of wind which brought with it
sleet and snow.
On Easter Monday a sixaside competition took place, and we ran
out winners by beating The Drums in the final by three corners to nil.
Our only other game was against "A" Company who beat us by 63
after we had a two goals lead in the first ten minutes. Anywaywnext
year we hope to have heaps of training so we can get together a real
good team.
We offer our congratulations to Sgt. Beall on winning the title Of
Feather Weight Champion of the Army.
He is now in London fighting in the T.S.B.A. Championships,
and we hope he returns a " winner " once more.

Things we want to know.

Can a gun fire without its side plates ?
When are " The Gunners " going to get a goalkeeper ?
Has John got a " hole" in his back ?
Has Clatworthy gone off his " connor " ?
Does Paddy McMullen like his bed ?
Who took the " stick" from Cousins, and has this anything to do
with Padd3r's Bed ?
Who is it that is anxiously waiting for the fleet to arrive ?

"A" COMPANY.
Here we are again. The old Grenadier Company is still going
strong. Since our last notes many changes have taken place. We
have lost our Companv Commander. When I say "lost," I do not
mean that we have mislaid him. He has merely gone, and he did not
leave a word to say " Goodbye." We all wish him the best of luck
wherever he is.
Lieut. H. S. Knocker is commanding "A" Company at present.
L/Cpl. Sargent has rejoined us from a Course at Shorncliffe. Old
" Chug " has left us, and it is rumoured that he can be seen pushing
his " barrer " round the streets of " Pompey."
Everybody is very busy at duty these days as we are the only
Company available now. "B" and "C" are at Wool, and "D" is busy
with Platoon and Section Training. Our C.S.M. can be seen in the
office working until late at night, most nights, but he still finds time to
organise InterPlatoon football, etc. These games are very popular
now, and everybody appreciates these little affairs. Also, the Company
team is showing much better form. We played "B" Group H.Q. Wing,
and tuned them to the extent of 63. When "A" Group heard of this,
they thought they could revenge their brother Group, but we managed
to beat them 10. Good old "A." We are gradually getting back to
what we used to be.
.
The C.O.'s stick orderlies are doing well for No. 1 Platoon. This
Platoon are the proud possessors of the Mirror, and at present are
still in the lead with the greatest number of stick orderlies. May they
get it again.
Sgt. Wright has laid two Kits down for a Battalion Kit Plate, and
the N.C.O.'s and Men seemed to be very interested in it. He has most
of the Kit he was issued with. Good old Chalky.
Next month our notes will be written from our Annual Musketry
Camp at Chickerell.

Things we want to know.

Who had the can last ? Ask Ginger ?
Why is Bolton on the " tack." Is it the "Calm before the
Storm ? "
.
Who knows the man who said, " When the cocking handle comes
back, it throws out the shells " ?
When is Ginger getting married ? Good luck, Ging.
Was Vic. too lovesick to get back in time from leave ?
Does he like the draft ?
When does Wally get his life sentence ?
What is a Company Storeman ? Ask Bill.
R.C.T.

"B" COMPANY.
As predicted in our last issue of notes, we took the road to Wool,
and Companv training on 30th March and arrived all merry and bright.
As "Joe" Coster "Would say, "Wool is a bit of alright, and m
more ways than one we shall be sorry when we have to return to the
'"are find in sr plentv of time for sport, and the series of events have
started for the " Howe " .Shield. Football was the first item on the
programme, and some rattling good games resulted Five platoon,
last year's bottom platoon, trounced eight platoon to the tune of five
goals to one.
,
,
r
Seven platoon beat six, by two goals to one, and therefore it was
five and seven in the final.
_
Well, well, my hearties, poor old five
went and did it, by three
goals to two.
_
.
, .
. «
T
Excitement, " crikev !" a F.A. Cuptie was not m it. Level all
at fulltime, so ten more little minutes each way.
An accidental handling in the penalty area and Marsden put seven
in the lead, and " sevemtes " crowed loud and long.
From the kickoff five pressed strongly, and from a lovely pass from
Whitehead, Cpl. Burton put them level all again Level, and onlv
three minutes to °o, a scrimmage round the goal, a kick, and Cpl.
Burton had put five in the lead, which they retained to the end.
The three goals scored for five platoon were obtained by Cpl. Burton,
who played an excellent game all through, and Marsden got the two for
SeVOuPMoSdav,

April 5th, "B" Company played a match v Blandford
at Blandford and was not so onesided as the score would suggest.
we lost 28. The first half was a keen struggle m which B Company
played well together, each side scoring one goal.
The second half was spoilt by fruitless individual efforts on the part
of certain forwards, and the forward line as a whole did not do then
share of team work. The result was that the defence was worn down
and our opponents scored frequently. Our goals were both scored by
Marsden.
So much for the sport side, now we will have a few general notes.
Last month's scribe of these notes has left us for the first step into
civvie street, and we all wish him the best in the new life.
Good luck, Richo, and may your troubles be all small ones.
We get olenty of openair treatment, what with attack, defence,
outposts, but I "am sure mv readers are acquainted with Company
training " stunts " too well for me to enlarge thereon.
They say to have the scent of gorse in your nostrils, is good for you.
Now that mav be, but opinions differ when one happens to be trekking
kneedeep in lovely gorse, and a voice from somewhere yells _ down.
" There's not to reason why," so down you drop, and you find your
hands and face a pin cushion for gorse thorns and your mouth a handy
receptable for a nice piece of scented bog. Still, all things have an
ending, and after a hot dinner and bath, we are ready for the fray once
more.
When weather forbids us the pleasure of a " stunt, we while away
the time with a lecture or two, and it is surprising how the time rolls
round.
As I have said before, we shall be sorry to leave, but have hopes of,
drafts permitting, to live to see Wool another day.
^ ^
I can promise bags of notre for next month, so keep an eye on "B"
Company, both literary and literally.
>>
14

Inter-Platoon Turn-Out Competition.
Last year a large mirror was bought by the Company to be competed
for by platoons. The competition was to be the General turnout of
one N.C.O. and six men in Guard Mounting order.
This year Silver Medals are to be given to the winners and bronze
to the runnersup. Saturday, 17th April, was the day of the Com
petition. (I should have said Friday evening, too). Different Platoons
had " Spies " out to " get tips " from each other over night.
About halfanhour before the time of parade, men who were not
taking part had brushes, velvet, and all kinds of material to give just the
" finishing touch " on their pals. Really speaking I think they took
as much part in the Competition as did the Competitors, for it brought
out that good old " Muckingin " spirit.
It was a tedious job for our Company Commander to undertake.
The Inspection started at 9.30 a.m. and finished at about 3 p.m.
The steadiness of the men would be a credit to a trained squad of
Old Guards as they stood strictly to attention, whilst the minutest
faults were searched for and seldom found.
After the Platoon inspection it was found that four had tied for 1st
individual place, and only after a further inspect.on of what wemed
unimportant things, only one man was stood down The /LP"",
were given to Pte. Bennett (6 Platoon), Pte. Whitehead (5 Platoon),
Pte. Howe (7 Platoon). These three got 95* points out of 100. Pte.
Wood (8 Platoon) took 2nd place.
The Final of the Platoons is as follows :—
1st 
No. 8 Platoon :—651 points out of 700.
2nd :
No. 7 Platoon
643* points out of 700.
points out of 700.
^

Things we should like to know.
Who bought a notebook when " sweating " on an " S.L." badge,
an^Isduck

andTabbit catching a sideline of Company training stunts ?
Can we have an invite to the next rabbitpie supper .
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H.Q. Group Dance 2nd Battalion.
"C" COMPANY.
Here we arc, once again on Company Training around the heather
and boggy lands of Wool. We suppose that this will be the last time
for us to do Company Training on this ground as it is stated in move
orders that the Battalion will be proceeding to Aldershot during the
latter part of this year. The lads marched well from Portland to Wool
and did the march in good time. No one fell out, although some were
suffering from sore and blistered feet: they were all game lads and
they stuck it. Promises of Proficiency Pay seemed to make them very
keen in doing the march, and on the last lap, behold, the Royal Tank
Corps Band to play the Company in. " How many days did it take vou
to do that march ? " was a question . " What !"—" oh just a "few
hours." " Fancy that, you done tat rather quick, aren't you tired ? "
" No, of course we aren't—look here, I'll tell you when we first done a
march like that with sand up to our knees, etc., etc. ! ! !" Just a brief
outline of a conversation overheard between a recruit of the R.T.C.
and an " old soldier " of the Company ? (with nine months' service).
They will have their little joke.
We have not done too much hard training yet as we arrived here
just in time to spend our Easter holidavs, but now thev are past and
forgotten and now we are just settling down for the real thing. Week
ends find the lads off to the cycle stores to hire a bicvcle to pedal off
and see their best girls in Weymouth and Portland. Awful things
happen to some, on their way back. With a smoky old lamp and a
dark night they test their machine against a brick wall or ditch, and
one even went so far as to try and swim back. He must have had bad
eyesight or he must have pulled up several times on the road, not to
have known that the bridge was between two whitewashed posts.
Rather damped his "spirits," I think. Bicycles have a very wide
berth for him now, trains are the best.

Things we want to know.
How much of the scran up did our I,.B.R.H. and G.F. have ? (Ask
Mivvie).
Who was seen walking round Preforne with a plate of faggots ?
Was he or his "B.H." snakey ?
When will our S.Lget his stripe and will it be before " Fishy " ?
Does a bad ankle prevent Cliff from kneeling ?
What has " Trotshi" gone to Bovington for, listening or swinging ?
Where did " Donkey " borrow his suitcase from ?
And was it to keep " Black Cat " Coupons in ?
Why did " Paddy " go down for the afters on Sundav ?
Who was Cliff telling to let go and was the sun hot ? '
Who was Cliff telling to let go and was the sun hot ?
What is his new idea for the position of attention ?
Who said he could see the enemy a thousand vards awav lighting
his match with a fag.

[Waverley Studio, Weymouth.

Who is the platoon sergeant who is excused gas ?
Has " fireworks " found out how to signal up snap shot hits ?
Did " John's" ankle give out prior to jumping the trench or was he
training for the Grand National ?
Can troops walk through houses ?
Does practice make perfect and is this the reason the Platoon Sergt.
could so easily demonstrate " Child's " play on Chesil Beach ?
Who greases his boots with Rifle Oil ?
Who is training on rum and coffee ? (Ask Goats).
Who said after each halt you change your shoulders round ?
Did Cliff miss his best friend when marching to Westoii ?
Did " Bandy " think he was on a chicken fight and how many feet
did he allow for movement ?
Have the N.C.O.'s any preference shares in Ally Slopers ?
And do the top end concure ?
Where did " Lizzie " learn her sword dancing ?
Who on return from Church Parade said Bachelor and Spinster are
getting married and were asked for the third time today ?
Is " Gibbs " in training for Cauliflower Ears ? (BE).
Does " Coops " still think that machine guns are the signallers'
weapons ?
Scene.—BATTALION RIFLE MEETING.—Heard on Naval Range during
rapid fire practice :—
Offirer to Sgt. : " Did you get your 15 rounds off, Sgt. ?
Sgt. : " No sir, only 13. I have not sufficient weight on my second
pressure, only five pounds, sir."
THINGS HEARD ON PLATOON TRAINING.

Sgt. to Pte. : " What is a strong wind ? "
Pte. : " Adjutants' Parade, Sgt."
Sgt.: " What class shot are you ? "
Pte. : " Special, Sgt."
Sgt. to Pte. on firing point: " You kept your elevation alright, but
that one was a wee bit low. Got me ? "
Pte. : " Not quite Sgt. I don't come from North of the Tweed."
Sgt. to Pte.  " Who's your Section Leader ? "
Pte. - " Cpl. Rubv, Sgt."
R.E.D.H.O.T.
The bogs round here are a great drawback, the Lewis Gunner says
all manner of evil things about them. No doubt it is a bit hard for him
when he sinks down in a bog, up to his knees, and with the L.G. He
is a man of a few words— ?
The time is passing rapidly and ever37thing is going very smooth
and interesting. Somehow we do not seem to be able to settle down to
too much sport. So far we have had one game of football, when the
right half Company pla37ed the left half. The score was in favour of
the right half, 40. No doubt we would have had more games, but a
ground has only just been allotted to us. We must thank Capt. Morley
for getting us the football ground.
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I see that the C.S.M. is now getting the Company tugofwar team
in training. We all hope that with C.S.M. Tong's training, the Company
will again win the tugofwar shield.
Much interest was shown in the " Harris Shield " Cross Country
Run which took place on March 22nd. The Company Team were the
first in, thus adding three more points towards getting the ' Harris
Shield." The race was very well run by all, the time being 34 minutes
2 seconds, taken from the first man in. Pte. Trinkwon was unlucky
this'year being beaten by a man of "B" Company . Still, he got second
place. The team was as follows, and came in, in the following order
Trinkwon, Warren, A. Baker, Spence, L/Cpl. Haiidscomb, Blissett,
I,/Cpl. Dolbear, Stokes, L/Cpl. Salsbury, Belcher, L/Sgt. Cronin, and
2/Lt. Nicholson.
The Rifle Meeting which took place on>larch 25th, was not quite a
success as it might have been.
Pte. Poulter, won third place in 300 yards deliberate ; L/Sgt.
Cronin, won second place in Snapping at 300 yards ; Bte. W onderlmg,
won first place in Snapping, Class "B " ; Pte. Darrant, got third place
in the same practice : Pte. Crick, won the open 600 yards. Not
counted in the Harris Shield events.
We played H.O. "B" Group for the third place in the Harris .Shield
football, and we won 32. The match was played on an awful bleak
day, and the game was very poor.
In a game with "D" Company we lost 30.
The secretary of the team has been able to get two games with
clubs outside.
The first we played were the G.W.R. which resulted, in our favour,
thescore being 52. Pte. Coad scored four goals and I,/Cpl. Foad, one.
Having to play on the Verne ground, the opposing team were very
unlucky.
We played the Portland Red Triangle and the result was 31 in our
favour. We played on their ground, and although it was a rough day,
the game was well played.

D" COMPANY.
Halloa, Every body! Here we are again. Now where are we?
for things have been moving so fast at Portland that we can hardly
tell where we are. Last month I made a promise to make amends
for our brief notes and now I have the opportunity for they have loaded
me up with notes.
The first thing I notice is something which has in some unfortunate
manner been sadlv neglected, namely L/Cpl. Nash's promotion to
Corporal on the 21126. We apologise and take this opportunity of
congratulating him, also Pte. Prior on his promotion to L/Corporal.
Capt. Sandilands, M.C. has left the company for a short while having
proceeded to Hythe to undergo a course of Musketry. We wish him the
best of luck and hope he is back with us shortly.
On the 23326 the Battalion Cross Country Running Competition
was held. We fared rather badly in this, not getting any points. Pte.
Epps was our first man home, but Sergt. Vye, our trainer, caused us
some anxious moments as he failed to put in an appearance for some
considerable time. He eventually turned up, however and treated us
to a fine show of his splendid form, even if it was rather late in the day.
The next event was the Battalion Rifle Meeting held on the 25th,
26th and 27th of March. We did not do so well as we expected in this,
only gaining one and a half points, but we do not mind for our " Lads
are determined to make amends at Chickerell. Even our old Married
Champion " could not get his eye down properly for the meeting. \v e
are wondering if married life has made so much difference to him.
On the 29326 we started our annual Platoon Training and our
" Lads " are becoming pastmasters in the art of Battle Formation
and field signals. One thing they are wondering is if we have reverted
to the " Stone Age " after a tour round the Portland Quarries.
After the rumours that have been floating around we are surprised
to hear that our New Station is to be Aldershot. Quite a number are
disappointed that the Shorncliffe rumour has fallen through, but when
one inquires for their home address it is easy to guess the reason why,
train fares being a lot to do with it.
We welcome a company commander who takes such a keen personal
interest in the " Barrack Room Soldiers" as ours does, especially
in the way of kit, etc. We are also indebted to him for the means of
entertaining our footer opponents, the Corinthians, to a N.A.A.F.I.
" Scran up " after the match. He has also promised a Shield, Inter
Platoon, for sports. Football being in vogue, it was naturally decided
that this should be the first series. This was commenced on the 31326
and is being played on the League system. The first draw was 14 v.
15 and 13 v. 16 Platoons.
At 2 p.m., on the 31st, the teams arrived fully booted and spurred.
After two thrilling games 15 Platoon and 16 Platoons were returned
winners, the scores being 10 in each case. Ammo Boots were largely
in display. The next draw was 13 v. 15 and 14 v. 16 Platoons. These
games were played off on the 1426. 15 Platoon and 14 Platoon were
returned winners after a thrilling display of football, the former by the
score of 1nil and the latter 41. We wonder what the groundsman
said if he had to replace all the turf that was kicked up. The next

drawwas 15v. 16and\3v. 14Platoons. 15 Platoon again won the score
being 5nil, whilst 13 and 14 Platoons drew. 15 Platoon heads the
Platoon. Played.
15
...
3
14
...
3
16
...
3
13
...
3

Won.
3

1
1
0

Drawn.
0
1
0
0

Lost.
0
1
2
3

Goals
For.
7
5
2
1

Goals
Against.
6
0
3
3
2
9
0
3
R.F.D. HOT.

Company Sports.
We are feeling as pleased with ourselves as the proverbial dog with
two tails having again won the Harris Shield Football by beating
' ' A'' Group in the finals at the second time of asking. What pleased us
more was the fact that it was no fluke, but that our team won on its
merits after four hardfought, out clean games.
"A" Company were our first opponents. We played them on the
17 326 and beat them to the tune of 21. A stern struggle, fought at
terrific pace left the issue hanging in doubt till the final whistle.
A
Company played like Trojans, but found ours a stubborn and stern
defence.
Our team was as follows
L/c. Prior, Clifton, Goatley, L/c. Norris,
L/c. Jewell, (Capt.),Brvan, Cpl. Knight, Newbury, Batstone,Farrelland
Ward. L/c. Richards was in charge of the whistle and ably carried
out his duties. We were well supported, about 250 being present.
Our scorers were Cpl. Knight and L/c. Jewell.
In the SemiFinals we were drawn against "C" Company. Two
changes were made in our team for this game, Goddard being tried m
place of Ward and Farrell changing places with Newbury. We again
won, the score being 30. Our scorers were Cpl. Knight (2) and Farrell.
The score rather surprised us, as "C" Company were confident on
winning. In fact one of the supporters was heard to make the follow
ing remark, " You wait till we get two goals up ; Sgt. Sidwell's going
back and make sure of winning." "C" Company, however, had met
their " WaterLoo " and could not even score one goal.
About 200 supporters were present and the din was truly deafening.
L/c. Richards was again in charge of the whistle. We qualified to
"A" Group by this game to decide as to whom the three points should
go. After playing a draw with them we beat them at the second time
of asking thus bagging the full points.
The first game was played on the 23326 before about 350
spectators. Our team was L/c. Prior, Goatley, Clifton, Bryan, L/c.
Norris, L/c. Jewell (Capt.), Cpl. Knight, Farrell, Batstone, Goddard and
Newberry. Although extra time was played neither team could get
the deciding point and the final whistle came with the teams sharing
four goals. Nothing like Championship form was shown by either
team and the most exciting incident throughout was our LeftBack
putting himself to sleep for about ten minutes. Our scorers were Cpl.
Knight and Goatley (Ben). Goddard did not seem to settle down to
the left position quickly. For the replay one change was made in our
team, Knight, who had returned from a tour of duty at Aldershot as
Officer's Servant being preferred to Bryan. A very exciting game
ended in us being returned winners by the score of 42. Our scorers
were Goatley (2), Jewell and Farrell. Our team was L/c. Prior, Cpl.
Knight, Clifton, Knight, L/c. Jewell (Capt.), L/c. Norris, Goatley,
Goddard, Batstone, and Farrell and Newbury. This game brought
several surprises in its wake, the two main ones being the splendid
combination of our forward line and the fine wing man Goatley proved
himself. After watching our team throughout the Harris Shield games
it is indeed difficult to fathom the reason the selectors of our inter
national teams have sleepless nights whilst such talent as we hold
passes unrecognised.
Our only friendlv match was played on the 10426, when we
entertained the Castle Corinthians, Weymouth and beat them to the
tune of 11 1. To say that this scoresurprised us is to express ourselves
mildly, especially as we had three of our best players absent, L/c. Jewell,
Batstone and Farrell. During the first half the play was fairly even,
but the pace told on the " Castlers" shortly after the resumption
and they crocked up badly. This spoilt the game as far as football
was concerned for our forward line could do almost as they liked, our
opponents being hopelesslv outclassed. We had two players on trial—
L/c. Webb and Pte. King. L/c. Webb proved a stern tackier, with a
strong kick and a good idea of feeding his forward line, but Ring was too
slow, with a little knowledge of passing the Ball. Our team was
Wright, Cpl. Knight, Clifton, Knight, L/c. Norris (Capt.), L/c. Webb,
Goatley, Goddard, L/e. Prior, Newbury and King. Our position
now reads :—
Played. Won. Drawn, Lost.
Goals
Goals Points.
For.
Against.
11
9
11
41
11
19
which we pride ourselves would be envied by a good many of our 1st
Division teams.
R.E.D.H.O.T.

Things we want to know.
Is it correct that Bluebell is on issue to the N.C.O.'s of "A" Company
for the purpose of cleaning " the can " ?
Who are the people who made the war last a long time ? Ask Joe.
Has Bob got the inside d ope on the guv with the brown socks ?
Are there any hills at Aldershot ?
What will the local belles do on the departure of the Regimental
Sheiks ?
LLCEC.
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" Beneath Bell Harry."
FTTO commence a narra
J_ tive of the events
of the past month with a
reference to Spring is, to
say the least of it, un
original. But such has
been its subtle influence,
that an almost unprece
dented wave of optimism
seems to have spread over
everyone in the Depot,
with the possible exception
of Captain Watson, who
has lately returned from
his Spring visits to Paris.
Cricket is now in full
swing. In addition to the
1st XI. net which has been
" remarked " a 2nd XI
net has made its appear
ance at which it is hoped to find much hidden talent.
A quarter mile running track has been marked out on
the ground and Sgt. Ongley and an ever increasing
band of running enthusiasts may be seen nightly
training for the Depot Sports. Another innovation is
the AllRanks Tennis Court. This is the old Sergeants'
Mess Tennis Court, which, thanks to the labours of the
R.S.M., has been rejuvenated and is now in splendid
condition. It is allotted to Sergeants, Corporals and
Privates, two days a week each, and is proving very
popular.
The Depot Sports take place 011 the 3rd June, when
all ranks will be "at home " to their friends. A new
innovation as far as the Depot is concerned—but by
no means new to the Army—is the team system
of scoring points for the various events ; each squad
enters a team instead of an individual—and it is the
aggregate of the team that counts for points.
Albuhera Day falls on a Sunday this year, and the
following arrangements have been made for its
celebration :—
SATURDAY—Cricket and Fair, Officers v. Sergeants,
MONDAY—Cross Country Race. Fancy
Dress
Dance.
In addition to all these excitements, Mrs. Wall and
Miss MooreRane are organising a concert on the 23rd
in aid of the Benevolent Fund and provided that the
damages for libel actions arising out of the second part
of the programme are not too excessive, the fund should
benefit considerably.
Captain Sandilands, who is on the Rong Qualifying
Course at Hythe, has spent several weekends here, as
also has Mr. Rister, who has been at Shorncliffe.
Captain Branford Griffith also paid us a surprise
visit; he is probably staying near here for the rest of
his leave.
We have been presented with another picture by
Captain Colley, this time a very spirited one of the
Battle of Albuhera, for which we are very grateful.
SERGEANTS' MESS.
On 22nd March, the Sergeants were entertained by the Corporals
in their Mess, which has recently been renovated and now appears to
be extremely comfortable.
A series of games was indulged in, the Sergeants proving victorious
at 15minute Billiards, Darts, Cribbage and Spoof, whilst the Corporals
won at Phat, Backgammon and Rummy. The result of the Dart
Competition was very surprising in that the Corporals' '' Aces '' failed
to keep up their reputation. It was a very merry evening, well spent
and enjoyed immensely by everyone present.

The last Whist Drive of the season was held on 23rd March, when
Mrs. Potter won 1st prize with a score of 174 and Mrs. Hughes 2nd prize
with 169. The Ladies' Lucky Prizes went to Mrs. Jackson and Mrs.
Martin, whilst the Travelling Prize was won by Mrs. Bowles.
Mr. Gutteridge and Miss Martin won the 1st and 2nd Gents'. Prizes
respectively, and the Gents'. Lucky prizes went to Mr. West and Sgt.
Rowe.
Grateful thanks are due to the various Committees which have
run these popular Whist Drives throughout the past season.
The Officers and Sergeants played the Corporals at Football on 30th
March. Even though we had the help of Mr. D. S. Lister, the result
went against us by 43.
Easter Leave proved a great attraction to everyone, especially as
a spell of.fine, warm weather was in progress at the time.
R.S.M. Martin, 1st Battalion, paid a flying visit to the Depot on 3rd
April, and we were pleased to see him looking so fit.
Although he
caught those of us who happened to be remaining in barracks for Easter
at a busy period, we are sure he was delighted in meeting many old
acquaintances. We sincerely hope he will favour us with another
visit before he returns to Gib.
Hearty congratulations to Sgt.Instr. and Mrs. Fletcher on their
marriage on 8th April, at Sheffield. We wish them every happiness
in their future life, and also welcome Mrs. Fletcher to the " fold."
We extend our heartiest congratulations to Sgt.Instr. and Mrs.
Hamer on their marriage at Canterbury on 4th April. Sgt.Instr.
Hamer was, prior to his transfer to the A.P.T.S., serving here, but is
now i/c of the Gym. of the Border Regiment Depot at Carlisle.
The scores obtained at the Spoon Shoot for March and April held on
St. Patrick's Day, resulted in a tie for first place between R.Q.M.S.
Ings and Sgt. Coaster, whilst L/Sgt. Petley won the Wooden Spoon for
March and Sgt. Emery won it for April. The R.Q.M.S. and Sgt. Coaster
will shoot off for the Silver Spoon at our next Spoon Shoot.
Congratulations to Mr. Nightingale on winning the Indoor Games
Tournament for February and March. Cr.Sgt. Edwards was Runner
up.
Sgt. Johnson, 4th Battalion, has been attached to the Depot for a
Course of Instruction, from which we trust he has benefitted accordingly.
We were also pleased to see R.Q.M.S. Arnold and C.S.M. Johnson of
the 4th Battalion at Canterbury recently.

CORPORALS' MESS.
Here we are again with all the news ! Firstly, I would like to
mention that we are back once more in our own Glory Hole, and I can
honestly say that one and all appreciate all that has been done to it
to make us comfortable. One or two miss the regular footrests, i.e.,
the wall round the fireplace. I am afraid they will have to use one of
their own as the penalty for any damage to this is too great.
To begin with the results of the Dart Cup last month were the same,
Stubber beating Mac in the final rather easily.
By the way, since that match the latter has started throwing his
weight about, so we must warn Stubber that his chances of completing
the hat trick next month are shaky.
Polly managed to survive the quarter out as President and is now
congratulating himself that everything was complete with the exception
of the curtains.
The two holding the reins of office for the next three months are
Billy and George, and as the first named has carried away honours
at typewriting and also he works in that department, everything is
done in style (but not The Dragon Notes).
The Whist Drives are still being carried on and with success, at
present they are being run every week on Mondays, and as the number
in attendance increases with every week we can look to our treasurer
having to buy a new book.
Football has come to a close and the Men can congratulate them
selves on their first year's attempt. The season was wound up with a
match against the Officers and Sergeants, which ended in our favour.
There was one more game before this, but as we were trounced to
the tune of five goals I have been asked to forget all about it.
A photograph has been taken of the team, one of which is to be
hung in the mess for future reference. Just think, in about 60 years
time, when our dear Captain is nearing the end of his career, how he
can look at that photo and say, " Well, there was the finest example
of the Arsenal that ever wore boots."
On the 7 th a Dart team comprising seven of the Mess and seven
Trained Men, played a series of games with the Territorial Mess here.
Those who were lucky enough to go had a jolly evening which wound
up with an impromptu concert in which plenty of budding singers and
entertainers were forthcoming.
The result of April's Shoot was :—Sam, Waff and Daisy tying for
theSilver with a score of 58.
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A fifteenminute billiard match was then played off by the same
pairs, the scores being carried on and once again we shone to the tune
of 168 against 119, so at last we have been able to show our true form.
At about 9 p.m. everyone managed to find a seat, and volunteer
entertainers were called for, Sammy by the way doing the Chairman.
Bulgin managed to keep everyone going with his selection encore.
Also Bailey with his '' Sailor far from Home."
The end came at about 10,15/when everyone adjourned for home
with a pleasant feeling of having enjoyed themselves.
A return match, this time on our own ground/is to be played on the
14th, when we hope we can give as good a show2.

Things Heard on Parade.
Sgt. : " What the ? do you mean by that
Recruit: "Well, Sgt., I er—"
.
..
Sgt. : " Shut your mouth when you speak to an N.C.O."
Sgt. : " Tell me the compliments paid to officers by a Sentry."
Recruit: " Majors, rifle in front of the body. Anyone under, a Butt
Stroke."
q:
, ;
. 

Things we want to know.

Does the.appointment of President carry the rank of Lt'.Coi., with
it ?

Who is it that likes the tail end puppies and is he particular what
breed he has ?

' 

Trained men's notes.

Mr. and Mrs. Bones.
Pte. Bones, who has just retired, served for 26 years in
the Regiment.
Poor old Wally will have to place his name on the Wooden one for
this month, and keep up the tradition of all new additions commencing
with the Ladle.
We offer our congratulations to Doughy on receiving his second
stripe and all good wishes to Chapman, Groves and Elgie on being
appointed unpaid LanceCorporals ; more to help swell the numbers
of the Glory Hole and we need them.
Before ringing off I would like to mention that one or two Members
have started in the dog business, and should anyone like to see any
newfound dog tricks Stubber would oblige with his Micky.

Football.

EDMAR.

CORPORALS V. OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS.

A truly great match to finish off the season. The Corporals com
menced in bustling style and in a few minutes scored from a first time
shot. Sam then added two in quick time, and although the Corporals
pressed hard no further goals were added and so halftime came with
the score three to nil in their favour.
The second spasm opened with the Officers and Sergeants making a
breakthrough on the left wing and finally forcing a corner which the
backs managed to clear.
From this kick the Corporals very nearly scored through Long, who
missed an open goal. Stubber added a fourth goal after about twenty
minutes play, from a corner kick which was very nicely placed by Toby.
The Corporals still pressed heavily for the remaining part of the
time, but with two good backs to pass no goals were scored.
Once or twice the Sergeants and Officers broke through and things
looked very dangerous, but our goalie was on form.
Score : Corporals, 4 ; Officers and Sergeants, 0.

Darts and Billiards.
CORPORALS AND TRAINED MEN V. TERRITORIALS.

A very pleasant evening was spent on the 31st inst. by a Dart match
between the abovementioned teams at the latter's Mess.
The Darts were played off in pairs with one Corporal and one
Trained Man, with 201 horses. The proof of practice makes perfect
was shown by all the cracks winning, the final result being in our favour
by five games to three.

We extend our apologies for the absence of notes during the past.
Owing to the transfer of the Great B.B. none have been published
as no one has taken up the duties of the last Dragon Correspondent,
but we will, in future, try and record the doings, good and otherwise,
of the trained men.,
Our .first item is the fortnightly Whist Drives which R.S.M. Potter
kindly organised for us. They have proved a great success and next
season we hopeto start early so that an all season prize may bearranged,
75% of the gathering being regular attendants and we feel sure that
next season will prove a far more greater success than last.
Other Indoor recreation has taken the form of Dart Matches, The
match with the Corporals proved the latter victors of the fray. The
noncompetitors indulged in games of Push Pice, Crib, etc., and of course
the usual beverage was at hand to restore to all that Kruschen Feeling.
Later on in the month the Corporals and Trained Men were entertained
to a Social Evening by the N.C.O.'s and Men of "B" Company 4th
Battalion, at the Drill Hall. Both Darts and Billiards resulted in wins
for the Depot; the evening was closed with several songs, etc.
We congratulate Jock Simpson and Jack Turner on the successful
manner in which they launched themselves upon the Matrimonial
Seas (may all their troubles be " Wee Yins.") The corner by the fire
place in the Canteen (Dry of course) has now changed hands. No
longer does the Shiek hold sway in that sacred spot, as our butcher,
" we believe," has fell to charms of the new young lady behind the
counter. I may mention that trespassers, loiterers, etc., will be harshly
dealt with as our butcher is dead nuts with a chopper.
We hope that Peter Goodman has once again settled down in the
2nd Battalion. Our sympathy goes to Tubby Spooner as we hear that
Peter has been appointed right hand man to Tubby in the Stores.
(Don't let him crack the lay to you, Tubby).
We will bring these reopening Notes to an end, hoping that any
NonDamsence that may appear in the same will be lightly looked
upon.
On the 14th a return Social Evening with the N.C.O.'s and Men of
"B" Company, 4th Battalion, was held in the Corporals' Mess. We
were very unfortunate in losing the deciding game, our representatives
being L/c. Stubberfield and Bill Bailey. We may say that these two by
the verdict of Ted Wise, are to be placed in the Second Division. Push
Pice was also played, at which we easily took the lead, losing only
one game. The evening was brought to an end about 9.30 with every
one feeling in good spirits and declaring that another return would be
arranged in the near future.
A.H.D.S.

We would like to know

How Gammon feels, being, lovestricken ?
How does our CookSergeant know that when the gas has done its
work, it expires ?
What will take the place of the Shiek's Oxford Bags during the
Summer months ?
Why T.M. are being taught stoppages on the Gun, as well as those
inflicted by the Company Clerk ?
How does Jock always pick out the winners, but never back them ?
Is Ace, King, Queen, Jack, Ten of Trumps a shakey Sole ? (Ask
Peter !)
When is the Band going to get an engagement ?
Who called Claud's painting " Art " ?
A.H.D.S.
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The 4th Battalion.
Camp.

A

S is now generally known,
we are going to Sandown
Barracks for our Annual Training
and shall thus be able to defy
The elements. The officers and
institutes will be under canvas,
but everybody else will have
brick walls, wooden floors and,
we hope, an impenetrable roof.
We shall have one or two fields
quite close for elementary work
and may use the golf links for
small exercises and the downs
for more advanced training.
Sandown is a charming place
and we hope the Battalion will
show themselves off to advantage.
At the time of going to press we
are somewhere round about 620
strong. It will be a feather in our caps if we can be
ip to establishment by May 31st and there is no reason
why we should not be so. An effort is being made at
Hiartham on the 17th inst. and at Margate (under our
lew officer there, Rieut. Warner) on the 29th, and we
mght, to be able to find the sixteen recruits still
wanted.

"D" Company had several good outings. A
combined scheme was witnessed on the 5th inst. which
was both interesting and instructive. Rieut. Bacon,
now convalescent after his recent operation, was at
Dover throughout the weekend and was able to devote
ome time to his section.
"C" Company, following their last year's successes,
have produced an excellent team for the Brigade
Miniature Range Shoot, The final is taking place on
the 18th inst. and if they can put up anything like the
same score that they achieved in the Battalion Shoot,
should stand a very good chance of winning the
Brigade Cup.

While talking of Smoking Concerts I must mention
:he successful effort in this direction at Brenchley on
:he 30th of last month. The Chairman of our local
Etecruiting Committee there organised an attractive
ittle gathering. Col. WoodMartyn came down and
nade a very able speech and the result is that Capt.
Yinch benefits to the extent of some seventeen men.

Our other new detachment at Rittlebourne
continues to flourish, where they are now fortysix
>trong.
Mr. Turner had a Smoker for his detachment at
Yhistable on the 7th inst. The evening was a success
;ocially, and produced three recruits.

The Ash Smoker, on the same night as Brenchley
March 30th) was, we understand, a very jolly evening,
mt possibly, as the men there would have some way
;o go to Drills, was not very productive of recruits.
?our men joined and will, perhaps, show the way to
>thers. Our grateful thanks are due to the organisers,
rieut. W. E. C. Tames in particular.
There was also a Smoker last month at Wingham,
»n the 26th, with somewhat similar results.
We would like it very much if these villages could
espond in greater numbers to our efforts, but on the
ther hand, we fully realise the difficulties of bicycling
ive or six miles to drills.
Our Easter efforts were favoured with beautiful
weather. "A" Company's little bivouac scheme was
, success and well attended. A good deal of time was
pent on the range, no doubt with beneficial results,
t is very important that we should increase our
verages this year. This can only be done by great
ttention to preliminaries and instructional practices.
B" Company spent all their four days on the range
nd qualified about ninety men. Their averages are
lready higher than last year. We are sorry to learn
fiat Captain Dean is in the throes of industrial trouble,
ut trust that differences of opinion will soon be
itisfactorily settled.

Bugler H. Home who brought in 14 Recruits\j
for the Ramsgate Detachment last year, and
won the " Witts Recruiting Shield
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Dover Detachment, Easter Monday.
"D" COMPANY'S RASTER TRAINING (DOVER).
Thanks to excellent weather, Dover (consisting of Drums, Machine
Gunners, Transport and Company) under Rieut. J. Sherwood carried
out four days, not only useful, but enjoyable, training this Easter.
On Good Friday, we were joined by our other halfcompany from
Folkestone, our training on this day taking place on the ground adjoin
ing Rydden Spout Rifle Range, midway between Dover and Folkestone.
The first two days were devoted mainly to the training of Section
Readers on the handling of their sections both in Drill and Battle
Practices. The country in the vicinity lent itself exceptionally well
for Fire Orders, Judging Distance and Visual Training. The Drums,
under Sergt.Drummer Tripp, were abl<? to get in some very useful
practice both on the march to and from Rydden Spout and on the
parade ground. The Machine Gunners under Sergt. Doe were able to
carrv out their gun drilll under natural conditions and also Barr and
Stroud Range Finding. Although the hired horses of the Transport
could not be classed as excellent chargers, the Transport under Sergts.
Ames and Terry were enabled to carry out both riding and limber drill.
The Commanding Officer together with the Second in Command and the
Adjutant, visited us at Rydden Spout on the Saturday and, we trust,
were satisfied with our work. On Easter Sunday we went to the ground
in the neighbourhood of the Fanhole Range between Dover and St.
Margaret's Bay and carried out Outposts as a Drill Movement.
Our " Big Day " took place on Easter Monday when we received
orders from Headquarters to take up a defensive line between Dover
and West Hougham to resist an attack by our Folkestone detachment.
As sometimes happens even in the best of regulated wars, a little error
in the operation orders given to Folkestone caused them to attack us
halfanhour before the "kickoff," thus giving us a taste of the
" element of surprise." Nevertheless, we soon took up our positions
and feel confident that had it been a real show, Folkestone would have
had a very sorrv time. The Adjutant, Capt. B. HammondDavies,
M.C., officiated as Umpire, and his remarks at the termination of the
engagement, lead us to believe that Dover " won the War."

Things we want to know.
Who was the Folkestone Officer who showed indomitable courage
and refused point blank to become an Unknown Warrior ?
Who was the N.C.O., who having been both killed and captured,
said, " Excuse me a moment, I am just going to fetch up reinforce
ments ?
Who was the Machine Gunner who was heard to exclaim, " I wish
we were using ball instead of blank ammo., we'd then make the blighters
(?) keep their bally (?) heads down ?
Where did Folkestone, as a forlorn hope, expect to get " intensive
artillery preparation " from ?
Who was the enemy's Signalling Sergeant, who was presumably
wearing a bullet proof chest protector ?
Had the enemy a Chaplain with them ? If so, he would have had
a busy time burying the dead.
Who was the Dover N.C.O. who summoned up the enemy prisoners
as reserves ?
Can the Adjutant tell us if he has indented for horses and spurs
for the Drums ?
Vide extract from The Dover Express relative to our Easter Training.
" Training was of an elementary nature and included riding, drill and
practice for the Drums." Give him his head, SergeantDrummer !!
Yoricks and likewise Tallyho !

"A" COMPANY (THANET).

Easter Training at Plum Pudding Island.
That picturesquelynamed part of Thanet, Plum Pudding Island,
which incidentally, is not an Island, was the scene of a peaceful in
vasion by the Ramsgate, Margate, Sandwich and Heme Bay Detach
ments of "A" Company to the number of some eighty N.C.O.'s and
Men. The scene of the camp was laid in the big barn kindly lent by
Mr. Stone. The Troops began to arrive on Easter Thursday evening,
many of whom had been working until a late hour in the shops and
they were ready for the straw beds provided, with their martial cloaks
around them.
Work began in earnest on Good Friday morning and continued till
Easter Monday evening. The commissariat arrangements were in
the capable hands of A.Q.M.S. George Arnold and Q.M.S. Marsh, while
the cooking of Sergt. Miles, "B" Company's Veteran Chef and his young
Cornish assistant, Private Harris, left nothing to be desired. The
Sergeants fitted up a very comfortable Mess in the Target Shed where
Private Fox ably acted as Batman to all. The worthy three striped
warriors, found that sleeping on straw tended to irrita§e their throats,
the remedy for which consisted of condensed milk, rum, and raw eggs,
a dose of which had to be taken before " Reveille." The patients
included Sergt.Major Johnson, Sergt. Woodland, Sergt. Jennings,
Sergt. Hayward, RanceSergt. Elvery (who completely lost his voice),
RanceSergt. Dixon and RanceSergt. Morrison. R.Q.M.S. Arnold,
Q.M.S. Marsh and Sergt.Instructor Buxton preferred a strong
" Custard " to the Pudding Island " Prairie Oyster."
Reveille was sounded at 6 a.m. each morning—followed by an early
Parade, after which breakfast was served at 8.30. The Second Parade
took place at 9 a.m. and consisted of Field Work or Musketry on the
Birchington Range, followed by a hot dinner at 2 p.m. with Pay Parade.
Football, Camp Fatigue Work, and a good tea made our citizen soldiers
ready to snuggle down to their straw beds and satisfied our energetic
"Skipper" (Capt. Witts) who was the only officer present, that all
ranks had earned their pay and free rations.

Sandwich Detachment.
Rieut. The Honourable Walter James arranged a Recruiting Meet
ing at the Rion Hotel, Ash, which Major B. S. Collard and Captain Witts
attended ; also two motor brake loads of Buffs from Ramsgate and
Margate, together with the Sandwich Detachment, and a most enjoyable
concert was held, during which liquid refreshment was provided by Mr.
Rister of Ash, Captain Witts and Rieut. James and so far has resulted
in four recruits joining.

Heme Bay Detachment.
Rieut. Iggulden, Sergt. Marshall, Corporal Boswell aud Private
Kearney journeyed to Ramsgate on Saturday last to fire for the Brigade
Miniature Range Competition and were entertained to tea at the Drill
Hall by Mrs. Witts. It is to be regretted that this detachment only
numbers eighteen and have only got two recruits in a year, in spite of
the fact the Chairman of the Urban District Council offered £1 for the
first five enlisted and O.C. Company a Recruiting Reward of 3/ per
approved recruit in addition.

Sittingbourne Detachment.
During the Easter Holidays our Company has devoted its time to
firing our Annual Musketry Course. It will be noticed that we have
commenced the course much earlier this year, as we are able to have the
men better during the holidays; and on our return from camp, we
shall be able to devote our time to outdoor tactical schemes.
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The number of N.C.O.'s and Men who were present during Easter to
fire their Course was highly satisfactory and our Company Commander
(Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C.) especially thanks all ranks for being present.
On Good Friday, our Commanding Officer, Second in Command and
the Adjutant came down and visited us on the range ; they as usual,
greeted all ranks with a pleasant smile. The weather was at its very
best and the shooting proved to have reached a higher standard than of
previous years. Our Commanding Officer asked O.C. Companies to
try and fire at least 50% of their men on the Rewis Gun.
We are very pleased to say at the time of despatching these notes
we have fired and passed 68 N.C.O.'s and Men of the Company through
Table "T," Part III. R.G. and 36 of our Recruits have fired Part I and II
Rifle and passed. At least 80 of the N.C.O.'s and Men of the company
will be entitled to wear the skillatarms Badge this year ; we are all
out to beat last year's records.
We are now training and preparing for our annual training in camp.
Rectures are given on the sand tray model each week ; the numbers
present are very satisfactory. We are also doing arms drill and squad
drill.
We are very pleased to state that RanceCorporal MacKevitt is at
present undergoing a Weapon Training Course at our Regimental Depot
under the care of Rieut. Fernside Speed and Sgt. Rarkin. We all wish
him success ; he will be of great help to our Detachment on his return*
We regret that Sgt. Clancy, Cpl. Johnson and R/c. Costen were unable
to attend this course : better luck next time !
Our Football Team is still progressing very satisfactorily ; they
have played four matches in the last eight days the results being as
follows :—win, 40 ; lost 51 ; win, 31 ; win, 70 ; all matches
being played away from home. It now leaves only five matches to be
played off in the two Reagues, Sittingbourne and Faversham. Our
team has great hopes of being able to bring home the Faversham Reague
Cup.
The monthly spoon shoot took place on the Miniature Range on the
25th of March ; there was an increase in the numbers who turned up.
We all congratulate Fte. G. Wilson on being the winner of the silver
spoon with a score of 35 possible. I may mention that he is
still a recruit, with under a year's service ; he is also very good on the
open range. The winner of the wooden spoon was Pte. C. King with a
score of ten ; better luck next time, King !
We welcome Ptes. Tolhurst and Higgins on joining our happy
detachment. We hope they will soon settle down and enjoy the life
of soldiering in the Territorial Army.

Things we want to know.
Has the trade in window cleaning increased or decreased ? ask our
professional window cleaner (Reggie).

Blinder and Dusty.
*

(THE UUNATIC ATTENDANTS).
"^TTTETIV, I reckons its a bit of good stuff me and

VV
you agetting this job " spoke Blinder to his
pal. " What wiv the blooming keys, chains and police
whistles we as a dangling abawt us, it looks as if they
don't mean us to get done in."
" I finks we're blinking lucky " answered Dusty.
" Yer know, I've been atrying to fink what it feels
like to come the N.C.O. on them blokes, after 'aving
'ad it put on me for seven years. Now then, empty
that there tea can ! Get them lights awt ! Cart away
that coal box ! Stand to yer cots ! Get on parade
and if one of them looks at me sideways—I'll blow me
whistle, rattle me keys, swing me chains around 'is
neck, shout Br—Br—Br, and 'e'll disappear like
vanishing cream on the face of a Portland Landlady."
" I agrees wiv yer Dusty. What we as to do is to
be stern wiv 'em and as the boss says—' a little tack
goes a long way.' Any'ow, from what I sees on 'em,
I'm agoing to get a six inch nail to touch 'em up wiv,
and if I gets any old buck, well, I'll shove it right in
their birfday suits."
A few days elapsed when BUnder, with coat off and
sleeves tucked up, was busy planting cabbages in the
staff allotment. On bended knees he pursued his task,
but a sudden command made him spring smartly to
attention.
" Just thought of it—eh ? Don't you know your
Chief when he passes by ?"
Bfinder's thoughts at once turned to the long,
weary path of unemployment which seemed again to
be his lot, so with humble apologies he saluted and
said :
" Beg yer pardon, Sir, but I didn't recognise yer as
I was aplanting me cabbages, but the moment I 'eard
yer voice I knowed yer in a minute. I won't let it
'appen again, Sir/'
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The Chief was firm
and severely admonished
Blinder for what he described as a serious laxity of
discipline and threatened instant dismissal should it
happen again ; poor Blinder was downhearted and
fed up at the episode. He resumed the cabbage
planting until interrupted by the violent sounding
of whistles, denoting that some poor comrade was
having a warm time. Rushing at once to the scene
he found Dusty having a rough and tumble with some
ferocious human being.
" Get 'old of 'im " Dusty yelled. " Get 'old of 'im
or 'e'll soon 'ave me measured for a wooden suit."
Blinder did as he was bid and grabbed the wouldbe
murderer round the neck, but the moment he saw the
man's face he was horror stricken. " Gawd I/ummie
Dusty, what are yer adoing ; let 'im alone. Don't yer
know yer Chief when yer sees 'im ?"
" You 'ang on to the Blighter " answered Blinder.
" I knows 'im alright ; I've been alooking for 'im for
two blooming hours, ever since he pinched that suit of
clobber and 'opped it. Finks that 'e's Napoleon, this
bloke, and we're all 'is blooming army."
Blinder did not let the cat out of the bag concerning
his experience, but muttered many nasty things about
the Chief under his breath. On another occasion,
during visiting hours, one of the patients in the
company of his two aunts, Peggy and Maria,
deliberately pointed his finger at Blinder and remarked
to his relatives—
" Do yer see that bloke there with the keys and
chains ? Well, 'e fancies that 'e's a keeper, but 'e aint
anyfink of the sort. They dresses 'im up like that to
keep 'im quiet."
"Poor man" answered Aunt Peggy. "Isn't it
sad to be like him. I wonder if he would like a biscuit
and a couple of nice oranges ?" Then, going up to
Blinder, who was fiddling about with his chains, she
addressed him.
" I say young man, would you hke a biscuit and an
orange ?
Blinder's dignity was at once crushed. " Whats
amatter wiv you missis," he demanded to know.
" Trying to be funny I spects ; can't yer see I'm the
keeper that looks after the blokes that orf their 'eads ?"
" There yer're Aunt Peggy " shouted the dotty one,
at the same time performing a sort of jazz. " I told
yer so ! They says that 'e'll never get better of it
eiver ; fancies 'ees a keeper 'e do."
" Isn't it awful my dear !" interjected Auntie Maria.
" If our Harry hadn't told us I'd have certainly taken
him for a real keeper."
Blinder was boiling, but could see no way out of it.
When at last the bell tolled for visitors to depart, he
got hold of Harry and bundled him back to the
quarters, a proceeding carefully watched by Harry's
two aunts.
" Of course, my dear, our Harry understands "
spoke Aunt Peggy to her relative. " He lets that man
take him back without any trouble at all, and I know
he'll give him some biscuits before they go to bed."
Imagination plays an important part in the minds
of lunatics. One night, as Dusty went his rounds he
discovered that the beds in one room were all
unoccupied, which caused him a severe shock.
" Ther're all escaped—every mother's son of 'em
'as 'opped it " he gasped. " Blimey ! 'alf the blooming
town of 'Ardneck will be dead in the morning wiv their
froats cut, and all done in by a raving, roaming band
of puggled adamies."
Then he thought of his whistle, and soon scores of
helpers came rushing along, whilst others tugged at
the big asylum bell to warn the inhabitants of the town
of ' Ardnect ' that dangerous men were at large, making
their way along the lanes and byepaths in eager search
of human blood. Nervous old ladies at once barricaded
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their doors with tables, chairs, brooms and every con
ceivable article of household furniture, and hammered
lumps of wood all over the window frames, whilst
their husbands climbed up into the lofts and sat all
night up to their necks in water in the cisterns, and
every time the slightest noise was heard, they hid by
quickly pulling over the lid.
The mystery of the escape, however, was solved by
one of the older attendants—who had been through
it before—telling Blinder to have a look under the
beds and upon his doing so, he received a great and
welcome surprise.
" Gawd tummie ! he exclaimed. " What are they
doin' a kipping.on the deck like that ?".
" Oh, that's alright" came the reply. "Don't
you know that every man in this room fancies he's
a bed spring ?"
" Well, there's only one fing to do " interjected
Dusty " and that's to turn their blinking kips upside
down."
"Took 'ere Dusty—I finks this place is agetting
on me nerves ; what wiv one bloke finking 'ees a kettle
and wanting me to shove cold water down 'is throat, and
another chap finking 'ees a flapper and asking yer to
kiss 'im every time yer poke yer nose round the corner,
I reckons me and you will get shoved in the cage
ourselves before long."
"Never mind Blinder; I don't fink meself we'll
be 'ere very long the way fings are going. If Kaiser
Bill sticks it like 'ees doing, we'll 'ave to cage 'im, I'm
finking."
J:E.
(Continued in July).

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
Capt. H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O., is restored to the establishment
(April 1).
C. A. R. Gordon (late Cadet Imperial Service College Contingent,
Junior Division, O.T.C.), to be 2ndRt. (April 7).
Rt. G. R. Warner, from T.A. Reserve of Officers to be Rt. (April 7).

The Depot.
PROMOTIONS.

6279702 R/Cpl. R. Baker, promoted Corporal, 4226, vice Hancock
promoted.
POSTINGS.

6278689 Cpl. G. Dray, posted to 2nd Battalion, 10326. Attend
ing Vocational Course at Aldershot.
6279267 Pte. P. Goodman, posted to 2nd Battalion w.e.f. 21326.
The undermentioned were posted to the 2nd Battalion w.e.f.
1,6426 :—
6282951 Pte. J. Anderson, 6282905 Pte. R. Andrews, 4442676 Pte.
J. Bell, 6282946 Pte. A. Burgham, 6282920 Pte. J. Bradley, 6282937
Pte. R. Cresswell, 2560880 Pte. A. Chapman, 6282952 Pte. T. Comb,
6282942 Pte. F. Cherry, 7178053 Pte. D. Dibbs, 6282938 Pte. H. Hughes,
6282963 Pte. T. Graham, 758831 Pte. J. Glitheroe, 6282957 Pte. M.
Garnet, 4443260 Pte. A. Garrett, 6282962 Pte. T. Hodgson, 6282965
Pte. W. Riddle, 6282945 Pte. H. Marsh, 6282944 Pte. J. Martin, 6282959
Pte. G. Pine, 6282964 Pte. W. Rhodes, 6282940 Pte. A. Roser, 6282954
Pte. J. Smith, 6282943 Pte. H. Sirett, 6282788 Pte. R. Spratt, 6282922
Pte. F. Swindale, 6292941 Pte. G. Trowell, 6282961 Pte. R. Thompson,
6282745 Pte. E. Waknell, 6282800 Pte. H. Underwood,
6282339 Pte. H. Diplock, posted from 2nd Battalion w.e.f. 16326.
6279257 Pte. J. Rarkin, posted from 1st Battalion, 6426.
6282153 R/Cpl. F. Drake, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion for a
Tour of Duty, 12426.
RECRUITS.

Pte. E. Spears, attested 10326; Pte. A. Russell, 12326;
Pte. F. Harrington, Pte. A. French, Pte. E. Ward, Pte. V. Mitchell,
15326; Pte. H. Smith, 10326; Pte. S. GisbyHolmes, 16326;
Pte. W. Martin, 11326 ; Pte. J. Howarth, 13326 ; Pte. T. Spencer,
Pte. R. Heard, 17326 ; Pte. J. Beach, 20326 ; Pte. G.* Richards,
23326 ; Pte. S. Willmoth, 29326 ; Pte. R. E. Conlev, Pte. A. G.
Gilbert, 8426 ; Pte. C. E. Cox, 7426 ; Pte. W. Arnold, 12426 ;
Pte. H. Jordan, 13426 ; Pte. G. Frier, 15426.
TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.

6279257 Pte. J. Rarkin, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
(Authy : C.R. Gibraltar No. 18846/A. d/173

362 (E) (I), 7426.

ATTACHMENTS.

6281496 R/Cpl. A. Hudson, attached to Army School of Education,
Shorncliffe, from 9126 to 18326.
6278771 R/Sgt. A. Bromley, attached to Small Arms School, Hythe,
w.e.f. 16326.
6282044 Sgt. A. Johnson, 6281050 R/Cpl. J. Flowers, 6281215
R/Cpl. A. Webb, 6281264 R/Cpl. D. Phillips, 5172701 R/Cpl. T.
Mackevitt, attached to Depot from 4th Battalion The Buffs, for Course
of Instruction, w.e.f. 6426.
6281264 R/Cpl. D. Phillips, ceased to be attached to Depot, w.e.f.
9426.

The 4th Battalion.

STRENGTH—ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined aretaken on thestrength
and posted to Companies as shewn
6283058 Pte. A. Addley, "B" (Rittlebourne), 5226; 6283223
Pte. E. Bell, "B" (Ramsgate), 4326; 6283059 Pte. F. Bennett,
"B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283060 Pte. H. Blaxall, "B" (Rittle
bourne), 5226 ; 6283061 Pte. A. Blissett, "B" (Canterbury), 16226 ;
6283062 Pte. J. Cadman, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283063 Pte.
*J. Constable, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283064 Pte. W. Coombs,
"B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6278186 Pte. G. Davison, "B" (Rittle
bourne), 27126; 6283213 Pte. J. Dickinson, "B" (Rittlebourne),
27126; 6283065 Pte. W. Foster, "B" (Rittlebourne), 5226;
6283217 Pte. W. Garwood, "A" (Ramsgate), 27226 ;. 6283066 Pte.
A. Hadlow, "B" (Rittlebourne), 12226 ; 6283220 Pte. W. Hadlow,
"B" (Rittlebourne), 27126; 6283067 Pte. W. Hammond, "B"
(Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283212 Pte. S. Holman, "B" (Rittlebourne),
27126; 6283068 Pte. R. Holness, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126;
6283210 Pte. A. Hunt, "B" (Sittingbourne), 19226 ; 6283069 Pte. W.
Rewis, "B" (Rittlebourne), 5226 ; 6283214 Pte. S. Maloney, "B"
(Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283215 Pte. J. Mansfield, "B" (Canterbury),
20226; 2609782 Pte. A. Masters, "B" (Rittlebourne), 19326;
6283211 Pte. O. Masters, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126; 6283200
Pte. R. Masters, "B" (Rittlebourne), 5226 ; 6283221 Pte. R. Newton,
"A" (Sandwich), 23226 ; 6283201 Pte. A. Norris, "B" (Rittlebourne),
5226; 6283218 Pte. P. Pearson, "B" (Sittingbourne), 2326 ;
6283202 Pte. F. Pilcher, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283203 Pte.
J. Pollard, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283205 Pte. A. Raines,
"B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283204 Pte. N. Reynolds, "B" (Rittle
bourne), 27126; 6283216 Pte. A. Richardson, "B" (Canterbury),
22226; 6283206 Pte. E. Sayer, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126;
6283222 Pte. W. Smith, "A" (Sandwich), 1326 ; 6283209 Pte. H.
Todd, "A" (Ramsgate), 5226 ; 6283224 Pte. H. A. Todd "A" (Rams
gate), 43 26 ; 6283219 Pte. A.Tolhnrst, "B" (Sittingbourne), 5326 ;
6283207 Pte. E. Wraight, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126; 6283208
Pte. H. Young, "B" (Rittlebourne), 27126 ; 6283226 Pte. J. Ansell,
"A" (Ramsgate), 24226 ; 6283234 Pte. J. Blackwell, "D" (Dover),
15326 ; 6283233 Pte. F. Blythe, "D" (Dover), 10326 ; 6283232
Pte. R. Foad, "D" (Dover), 10326; 6283228 Pte. F. Hadlow, "B"
(Rittlebourne), 5326 ; 6283225 Pte. C. Hoare, "B" (Rittlebourne),
27126 ; 6283231 Pte. J. Hughes, "D" (Dover), 10326 ; 6283229
Pte. E. Sidders, "B" (Rittlebourne), 5326 ; 6283227 Pte. A. Stroud,
"A" (Ramsgate), 25226 ; 6280703 Pte. J. Thompson, "D" (Dover),
I326 ; 6282279 Pte. N. Watts, "D" (Folkestone), 23226.
TRANSFER.

2215264 Pte. J. Bunday, transferred from 26th A.A. Battalion
R.E. w/e from 15326 and posted to "C" Companv (Hawkhurst).
6282894 Pte. A. Bailey, "B" (C) transferred to 205th Btv. 52nd
Med. Bde. R.G.A. (T.A.) w/e from 9426.
REENGAGEMENTS.

6280913 Pte. G. Groonhead, "A" reengaged for a further period
of one year, as from 27126.
6281575 Pte. J. Hanson, "D," reengaged for a further period of
four years, as from 24326.
6281057 R/c. A. Stanley, "D," reengaged for a further period of one
year, as from 18226.
6281616 Dmr. G. Clark, "D," reengaged for a further period of
four years w/e from 26426.
6281619 R/c. W. Clark, "D," reengaged for one year w/e from 26
426.
6281585 R/c. C. Coston, "B," reengaged for one year w/e from
II426.
6281155 Pte. W. Davey, "D," reengaged for one year w/e from 84
26.
6281191 Pte. J. Frost, "B," reengaged for one year w/e from 7426.
6281595 Pte. R. Hadden, "D," reengaged for four years w/e from
21426.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6278186 Pte. G. Davison, "B," promoted Sergt. w/e from 22326.
6283213 Pte. J. Dickinson, "B," promoted Corporal w/e 22326.
6283212 Pte. S. Holman, "B" and 6283211 Pte. O. Masters, "B,"
appointed Unpaid RanceCorporals w/e from 22326.
6280613 R/c. A. Croucher,"B," promoted Corporal w/e from 11326.
6281772 Pte. C. Watkins, "B" and 5172701 Pte. T. Mackevitt, "B,"
appointed Unpaid RanceCorporals w/e from 11326, under 1919
Rates of Pay.
6281241 Pte. W. J. Pascall, "D," appointed Unpaid RaneeCorporal,
w/e from 8326, under 1919 Rates of Pay.'
6281619 R/Cpl. W. Clark, "D," promoted Corporal (M.G. Platoon)
w/e from 9426.
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ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget expects to
return to England this week. He hopes
G
to go to Southampton on the 11th instant to

Major Guy, Mrs. Lee and family, hope to
arrive home on leave, from Jamaica, in time for
Canterbury Cricket Week; they will receive a
very warm welcome from their many friends in
East Kent.

We are sorry to hear that General
Ommanney is laid up with an attack of
rheumatism. He, however, hopes that he will
be well enough to be present at the Dragon
Club Dinner on the 16th.

Many Buffs will be sorry to hear that Miss
Dampier Palmer has been dangerously ill with
appendicitis and peritonitis, but will be relieved
to know that from latest reports she is now well
on the way to complete recovery. " Pluck's
the thing that pulls yon thro'."

see off the party of the Regiment which sails
that day for Canada.

We hear that Sir Theodore Brinckman
served as a Special Constable during the strike,
and that he was on duty eight hours daily at
Paddington Station.
Brig.Gen. and Mrs. Hickson are at Bath.
We are glad to hear that Mrs. Hickson is
much better.
We congratulate very heartily the 4th
Battalion on having reached their full
establishment. It is, we understand, the
first Territorial Battalion in the Division to
accomplish this.
Colonel and Mrs. Eaton returned from
Majorca during May and proceeded to Norway
a few days later.
We believe that Colonel and Mrs. Lucas
are due home from Gibraltar in a few days.
We learn that Major R. P. S. Elderton has
acquired a house midway between Chippenham
and Malmesbury.
Major E. W. Tomlinson and Mr. C. G. W.
Robson were both working as Special
Constables in London during the recent strike.

To date, the following have expressed their
intention of being present at the Dragon Club
Dinner at the Trocadero on the 16th :—
E. A. Airy, Esq., Bdr.Gen. A. J. Whit
acre Allen, C.B., Captain J. F. W. Allen, M.C.,
Capt. E. H. Allen, MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T.
Bainbridge, K.C.B., Col. M. Beevor, D.S.O.,
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G., P. T. G. Bell, Esq., Major W. H.
Booth, D.S.O., O.B.E., Major C. C. Cobbe,
J. C. T. Crozier, Esq., Capt. B. E. Hammond
Davies, M.C., Col. F. Bradley Dyne, Major
R. P. S. Elderton, Col. H. Findlay, C.B.E.,
Colonel R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O., C. Haggard,
Esq., E. Foster Hall, Esq., Capt. G. F.
Hamilton, M.C., Major H. S. Hardy, M.B.E.,
M.C., Major G. T. D. Hickman, N. E. Hoare,
Esq., Major H. L. Archer Houblon, Capt.
T. H. Keble, M.C., W. D. Knatchbull, Esq.,
Col. L. C. E. Knight, C. R. B. Knight, Esq.,
D. S. Lister, Esq., M.C., Lt.Col. L. Lucas,
D.S.O., M.C., K. M. C. Mallam, Esq., Bdr.
Gen. R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E.,
D.S.O., G. F. Nicholson, Esq., Major R.
Groves Raines, D.S.O., Capt. N. D. Rice,
Major The Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., T. H.
Spear, Esq., A. A. J. N. Fearnside Speed, Esq.,
Capt. H. C. T. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., Capt.
A. B. Thomson, M.B.E., Col. W. H. Trevor,
D.S.O., A. F. St. A. Turner, Esq.
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We regret that we omitted to state in the
April nnmber of The Dragon that we were
indebted to Lt.Colonel J. I. A. McDiarmid,
D.S.O., R.A., for the photograph of the Buffs'
Memorial in Mauritius, which appeared in
that number. We have since ascertained that
all Buffs owe Colonel McDiarmid additional
sincere thanks for having had the Memorial
and its surroundings renovated and cleared.
The following are the names of the party
proceeding to Toronto on the 11th inst. :—
Capt. H. de R. Morgan, R.Q.M.S. Evans,
L/Cpl. Hudson, L/Cpl. Smith, 1st Battalion;
C.Q.M.S. Austen, L/Cpl. Cross, Pte. Woods,
2nd Battalion; C.Q.M.S. W. D. Nash and
Cpl. Setterfield of the 4th Battalion.
Captains Strettell and
the strike, experienced an
strenuous time, in handling
the country frozen meat
Market.

Maiden, during
amusing, though
and escorting to
from Smithfield

In Canterbury it was hard to realize that
anything so serious as a General Strike was
taking place. Many volunteers for service
were not called upon.
Capt. E. B. Backhouse has left England
for a tour of duty on the Gold Coast.
We regret to hear that Mr. J. C. T. Crozier
received rather a nasty blow on the elbow
whilst working on a lorry at Euston Station
during the strike.
Lieuts. Rowe and Mitchell are both home
on leave from East Africa.
We again offer our congratulations to Sgt.
Beale, 2nd Battalion, this time on defeating
Josef Zebitz in the Feather Weights at the
International Boxing held recently at Aider
shot.
We regret to announce the death of
Pensioner Kenton which occurred at the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, on May 7th. Pensioner
Kenton, at the time of his death, was 75 years
old, and was discharged after 25 years Colour
Service in 1891. He saw active service on the
N.W. Frontier '75—'76 and had Bar " Perak."
He was admitted to the Royal Hospital in
1924,

Sgt. and Mrs. Larkin wish to convey to the
Married Families of the Depot their sincere
thanks and appreciation for the beautiful
floral tribute sent, and sympathy shewn in
their recent sad loss.
We regret to hear that Mr. F. Uden, who
has been employed for some time as a gardener
at Portobello near Edinburgh, has, owing to
scarceness of work, been stood off, together
with some 20 other men. We sincerely trust
that he will soon find other employment.
Mr. W. Wellard (late 9514) is working with
William Whiteley and living at 5 Beethoven
Street, W. 10. He is an active member of
the British Legion and Secretary of his local
branch.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Beauchamp.—6281336 L/Cpl. B. Beauchamp,
a daughter, Edith Mabel, born at Gibraltar,
5/4/26.
Bell.—6279642 Cpl. H. Bell, a son, Herbert
Patrick Thomas Henderson, born at
Gibraltar, 14/3/26.
Croucher.—6279501 L/Sgt. R. Croucher, "B"
a son, Bernard Edward, born at Bekes
bourne, Kent, 1/4/26.
Crouch.—6278902 L/Cpl. G. Crouch, "H.Q."
a son, William John, born at Portland,
1/5/26.
Curtis. —6278107 Sgt. W. Curtis, a daughter,
Florence May, born at Gibraltar, 6/4/26.
Goss.—6188750 Sgt. J. Goss, a daughter,
Josephine Joan, born at Gibraltar, 17/3/26.
Gray.—6281404 Drm. A. Gray, a daughter,
Barbara Clan dine, born at Gibraltar,
19/4/26.
Sharp.—6279466 Sgt. J. Sharp, a daughter,
Edith Edna, born at Gibraltar, 22/3/26.
MARRIAGES.

Amos.—723484 Pte. J. Amos, married at
Dover, 17/10/26.
Beauchamp.—6281336 L/Cpl. G. Beauchamp,
married at Gibraltar, 22/3/26.
Cox.—1667156 L/Cpl. D. Cox, married at
Faversham, 21/9/26.
Fletcher—Harney.—2647978 Sgt. Instr. T.
Fletcher (A.P.T.S. Attchd.) married at
Sheffield to Kate Harney, 8/4/26.
IVIoore.—6280023 Pte. A. Moore, married at
Gibraltar, 29/8/25.
S a u n d e r s — C a r t e r . —6281709
Cpl.
G.
Saunders, "A," married at Weymouth,
13/3/26 to Florence Emily Louise Carter.
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Battles of the Buffs.
(5) STEENKIRK, 1692.

I

N

March, 1692, after some eighteen
months in England, the regiment was
sent to Willemstadt in North Brabant, forming
part of considerable reinforcements (two
battalions of Guards and ten of the Line)
which William despatched to the Low
Countries. The French opened the campaign
by concentrating an army some 115,000 strong,
outwitted the Allies, who were without Marl
borough (temporarily under a cloud), and laid
siege to Namur which surrendered in June,
1692.
The weather in Flanders was
apparently as bad, or worse, than it was in the
late summer and autumn of 1917, and both
armies suffered great privations from the
weather and mud. After much marching and
countermarching, the two armies under
Marshal Luxembourg and King William III.
camped opposite to each other in the vicinity
of the Senne Valley, some six or seven miles
apart and King William decided to give
battle.
William had succeeded in discovering that
one of the hangerson in the Allied camp was
Luxembourg's chief intelligence agent, and
determined to turn his knowledge to good
account. The spy was forced to write to
Luxembourg saying that the Allies were
sending out a foraging party under cover of
a big escort of all arms on the morning of
3rd August, but that there need be no
apprehension of an attack from them. The
French right lay on the River Senne and their
front was protected by a deep ravine, and in
general the ground to their front was good
defensive country, very cut up and broken,
such lanes and roads as existed being sunken,
narrow and boggy.
William's plan was for a vanguard of six
English, Scottish and Danish regiments under
the Duke of Wurtemberg, to march before
daybreak. This force was preceded by a party
consisting of 17 men from each battalion of
Churchill's brigade (which included his own
regiment) under LieutenantColonel Main
waring, presumably the officer of that name
and rank of Churchill's Regiment, to act as
pioneers during the approach march and to
join in the attack when the fighting
commenced. The King's intention was to
attack the French right, as the ground in this
part of the field was particularly unsuitable
for the employment of the numerically superior
French cavalry. The attack of the vanguard
was to be supported by the main body of the
Allies under Count Solms.

The plan was at first successful, as the
vanguard moved in the required direction and
attacked the French who were surprised,
Luxembourg having been deceived by the
letter from his spy. Then when the victory
was in the hands of the Allies, Count Solms,
whether by crass stupidity, ill temper* or
treachery, threw it away. Instead of moving
on with his whole force to push home the
advantage gained by the vanguard's surprise
attack, he halted his force some two or three
miles from the French for the remainder of
the day, contenting himself with sending
forward seven British battalions and a few7
cavalry regiments to extend the right of the
vanguard's attack. To make matters still
worse, although the country was most unsuit
able for mounted troops, the cavalry was sent
in advance, and considerably delayed the
advance of the infantry.
All chance of a decisive surprise had been
lost by this delay, but, nevertheless, Wurtem
berg ordered his own force and the seven
British infantry battalions to advance at 12.30.
They made a most gallant frontal attack,
forcing back line after line of the French,
but their advance was not supported by the
rest of the Army. The attackers only
numbered 13 battalions and the French were
able to concentrate 53 battalions and 7 regi
ments of Dragoons against them. William
came up and tried to galvanize Solms into
activity and to send support to the hard
pressed troops in front. Solm's action in
sending the cavalry on in front had thrown
the whole of the main body into confusion
and, in addition, he had deliberately refused
requests for assistance.
The gallant thirteen battalions were slowly
driven back, having lost half their numbers.
They received some aid from British and
Allied cavalry, who made a dismounted charge
on their right and temporarily held up the
pursuit in this quarter, but they in their turn
were driven back. Further support was forth
coming as, despite Solms' orders, Prince
Gasimer of Nassau had ordered up Churchill's
and Bath's (now the Lincolnshire Regiment)
in support. These two regiments advanced
coolly down a slope, under a hail of fire,
* The English supporting battalions were very anxious
to advance and help the vanguard, and protested
to Solms against the delay. He lost his temper
. and remarked that if the English wanted to fight
they could have their bellyful of it.
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Round and About.
THE STRIKE. By the time this issue is in the hands

of its readers the great strike will be
a memory, and we shall be devoting ourselves to the
normal business of getting through the English Summer
without pneumonia. The astonishment of foreigners
at the rapid and bloodless settlement of the whole
thing makes amusing reading and the Polish
Revolution, still in progress, provides a contrast in
methods and temper which certain foriegn critics of
England will do well to ponder. The state of the £
sterling is the best barometer of outside opinion.
*
*
*
*
Two
It was my good fortune to accompany
PERSONAL
a lorry convoy from Canterbury to
EXPERIENCES. Smithfield during the difficult period
and several features stand out in my
memory. The first is the old feeling of war days
produced by a lorry journey of over sixty miles in the
small hours. The rumbling procession of Dennis and
Peerless lorries through little .sleeping villages and
apparently deserted towns brought back visions of the
Seres Road up to the Struma Valley, and Sittingbourne
was Eahana (only larger).
The second was the
hospitality, efficiency and friendliness of
the
Metropolitan Police. At a Suburban Police .Station
we took up a Police Escort of one constable per lorry
for the journey through Deptford, Old Kent Road,
Southwark and the city, and their cheeriness and
capability were equally fine.
The third feature was
the marvellous work done by volunteers, including
the Sales and Clerical Staff at the Market itself.
Our journey was absolutely peaceful throughout
and to this two things contributed in the largest
degree : (1) the amazing grip that the Police have
upon the civil population, especially in times of stress
and (2) the determination and phlegm of such persons
as volunteer lorry drivers and others, some of whom
had already experienced rough handling.
Battles of the Buffs—Continued.

without returning a shot until within point
blank range of the advancing French, when
they delivered a murderous volley which
effectively stopped the pursuit for the time
being. They then took up a position in a
sunken road and held it for an hour, thus
giving time for the shattered remnants of
Wurtemberg's vanguard and the supporting
troops to withdraw, and allowed William to
organize additional support.
All hope of success having vanished,
William withdrew his army, British troops
again being chosen for the post of honour,
the last rearguard eventually consisting of
the grenadiers of all the British regiments
present. The French, however, had been too
severely handled to follow up actively.
The losses on both sides were very high,
even judged by modern standards. The
French lost over 6,000 and the Allies over
8,000 out of a total number of 15,000 actually
engaged of which 8,000 were British ; that is
to say over 50 per cent. The exact casualties
of Churchill's Regiment are not known.
J.F.W.A,

CRICKET.

Throughout the strike, Cricket carried
on—another source of astonishment
abroad—and good progress has been made with the
first class programme. The Australians have shown
that, while they are a strong batting side, their bowling
does not appall even the weaker counties. It seems
that if our Test batsmen, whoever they will be, can
make their runs quickly, some of the Tests will be ours.
*

„*

*

*

Here again the strike had little effect,
although those who visited Burlington
House after May 1st were able to see
the pictures more comfortably than in normal times.
The only sensational thing of this year's show has been
the removal of a picture that seems to have been
pointless in conception and lacking in taste.
Otherwise there are many interesting things to be seen
even by those who do not take a wild interest in art
of any sort.
THE
ACADEMY,

*

*

*

*

ODTAA.

Those who read John Maxfild's Sard
Harker will find
in his latest book,
Odtaa, the same breathless spirit of adventure and
literary grace. The adventure of Highworth Ridden,
an English boy, in and around Santa Barbara, kept me
awake very late one night. Incidentally, some few
may have missed the explanation of the somewhat
queer title. The word is made up of the initial letters
of the phrase " One damn thing after another." There
can be no better description of the hero's adventures.
*

*

*

*

Edgar Wallace's " crook " play at
Wyndham's has
been successfully
launched and it is reassuring to find that
an Englishman can write such a play, and, what is
more, make it far truer to life than similar imported
plays have been. " The Ringer " looks like having
a very long run.
" THE
RINGER."

Edgar Wallace must be one of the best sellers
today. Readers of the " Windsor Magazine " of
a few years back will recall his excellent stories of
Africa with the delightful character " Bones," the
subaltern who was never defeated, verbally or other
wise. Maurice Grieffenhagen's illustrations to those
stories had not a little to do with their success, as I am
sure the author would readily admit. Bone's
adventures can be had in book form, published, I think,
by Ward Dock and Co.
*

*

*

*

Two

Out of the strike days I choose two
stories that came my way via the Special
Constabulary. The first : At a city
Police Station the Specials had appointed one or two
" runners " from their number to bring back
information to Headquarters from the scene of action.
One of those so appointed was a fellow who was not
slim and who normally ate and drank heartily, though
not excessively. One night, on being asked what he
had been detailed for, he replied " As a runner."
" Oh " said his questioner " and how much do you
do to the gallon ?"
STORIES.

The other story is probably prestrike in origin.
A small boy, aged about six, had strayed and a kindly
policeman took him to a wellknown Police Station
while enquiries were made. He was there for two days,
the pet of all the officers. Then his mother appeared
to take him home. " I don't want to go home," said
the lost lamb, " I want to stay here and be a little
copper,"
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Canada.
THE MAPRE LEAF TARKS TO THE TIGER AND SPHYNX.

I? OR years before the war, the railway
JL
stations and public places of the British
Isles were plastered with fervid placards, upon
which were depicted horizonwide fields of
waving grain, palatial farm houses, great herds
of sleek cattle, and the words " CANADA CARRS
You! COME TO THE GORDEN WEST—THE
LAND OF OPPORTUNITY !" Glowing verbal
pictures described the unlimited wealth, free
land and other blessings which would descend,
with a minimum of effort, upon those who left
the Old Land to populate the young and
growing Dominion overseas. Home, Dominion
and Provincial Governments added their voices
to the great call. It was fostered by the big
transportation Companies, steamship and rail,
and the response was tremendous. Much of
what was claimed was true. Much, un
fortunately, was not, as many who came found
to their cost, and the selfishness of individual
interests in luring, with specious promise,
thousands of people from comfortable homes
and steady employment to the precarious life
of a prairie pioneer brought with it a harvest
of dissatisfaction and discontent. Perhaps
it was the war, with its closer interEmpirecal
relationships that brought home the lesson, or
possibly economic necessity wrought the
change, but, whatever the reason, never before
in the history of the British peoples has
immigration from the overcrowded United
Kingdom to its farflung outposts been induced
upon such fundamentally sensible principles
as now.
There is a niche, somewhere in this broad
Empire of ours, for every Briton, and,
approached in the right spirit, nowhere may
that niche be more bright than in Canada
today ; but it is to be won, not by chance,
nor smartness, but by hard work and
adaptability.
Canada is a country of colossal untapped
wealth in minerals and land. The standard
of living of its inhabitants is the highest on the
North American continent, and its position
today primarily is due to those adventurous
sons of Britain, who, years ago, took the great
step and by hard work, built the foundations of
that prosperity. Conditions change with the
years however, and it is well for every
prospective settler carefully to study the
economic situation of the country. The most
important thing to consider is, what kind of
newcomers Canada needs, and their chances of
success.

First, it cannot be stated too emphatically,
that there is no room for unskilled labour
without capital, unless a man is willing to go
on the land, learn Canadian farming, and then,
if he wishes, take up land and work it
for himself. The results are worth the effort,
but it is generally a long and arduous business.
Ever since the war, Canadian cities have been
crowded with unskilled unemployed, of whom
by far the majority have been old country
men. That was the condition in 1920. It is
the same today. Most of them have lived
their lives in cities, and will not go on the land,
and they curse the day they set foot on
Canadian soil. The fault is not altogether
theirs, perhaps, but that does not alter the
hard fact that this condition exists. What
Canada wants and can use is a class of settlers
with farming experience, and men who have
been taught a trade. For these there always
is work.
Canada fundamentally is an agricultural
country.
Industrial manufacturing comes
second, but industry is confined to certain
limited centres, whereas from Atlantic to
Pacific there is work for the farmer to do,
whether grain growing, mixed farming, market
gardening, dairy farming, stock raising or fruit
growing, and the experienced farm hand is
always sure of a steady job. This is a point
of supreme importance to every exservice
man who contemplates coming out, and to
disregard it, is sheerest folly, which readily
may end in disaster.
Is Canada really a land of Opportunity ?
Here is a story which illustrates that a man's
possibilities in this big Dominion of ours are
limited only by his personal ambitions, and
that, given the right pioneering spirit and the
will to succeed, there is no height which the
settler may not attain.
In 1903 there arrived in Winnipeg, a
seventeen year old boy, frail of body, delicate
in health, kept going only by determination
and a will to come out on top. He had very
little money and no knowledge of farming, but
in order to learn, got a job on a farm at ten
dollars (£2) a month. It was hard, crushing
toil, but he stuck at it early and late. There
were nights when he could hardly carry his
aching body back to the farmhouse after the
long hours of cruel labour under the prairie
sun ; and yet, even then, he did not seek rest.
He studied—the most modern ways of
scientific
farming—farm
economy—crop

166

THE DRAGON

efficiency—anything and everything which had
a bearing on and could advance him in his
chosen work. He survived and persevered,
and a little later preempted a quarter section
of 160 acres, built on it a rude shack of logs
and sod, and broke in the virgin soil.
Eighteen years later, this penniless, friendless
and delicate emigrant boy was given the
highest honour it was in the power of his
adopted
fellowcountrymen
to
bestow.
Charles Avery Dunning, by then a prosperous
farmer, was made Premier of the Province of
Saskatchewan.
Physically and mentally, of course, the
soldier is the ideal type. He is disciplined in
mind and body. Generally he is ambitious,
can undergo hardship, and is willing to walk
before he runs. Nowhere in the Empire will
he be more cordially received than among his
former brothers in arms, for Canadians reserve
a very warm place in their hearts for that
glorious company of old Imperial comrades
with whom they fought out the bitter years of
war. But, however willing, Canadians cannot
for long assist those who have not equipped
themselves to stand alone, and it is only upon
a basis of mutual independence of effort that
progress may be made. So, before you decide
to come out, do one of two things ; save
sufficient to keep you and your family during
your time of learning in Canada, or, fit your
self by experience on the land, or in a trade
before you come. Time so spent is a profitable
investment. Canada will not run away in
the meantime.
Quite recently there went into operation
a schedule of reduced fares from the United
Kingdom to various points in Canada, making
the passage price well within the reach of
every earnest man and his family. Here is
the list of new rates. From any port in the
United Kingdom : to Halifax, St. John or
Quebec, £3 ; to Montreal, via Quebec, £4 ;
to Montreal, via St. John or Halifax, £4 ; to
Toronto, via Quebec, £4 10s. ; to Toronto'wa
St. John or Halifax, £4 10s. ; to Winnipeg,
£5 10s. ; to Regina, £6 ; to Moose Jaw, £6 ;
to Saskatoon, £6 ; to Calgary or Edmonton,
£6 10s. ; to Vancouver, £9.
But bear this in mind, it is significant :
those eligible under the above rates are :
married men of farming experience, with or
without children, going on the land in Canada ;
single men of farming experience, going on the
land ; women with household experience, going
to household work in city, town or country.
They must be in good health and of good
character, and be between the ages of 18 and
48. Children under seventeen years, pro
ceeding as members of a family, will' move
free.

Perfect frankness about things may save
many a heartache later on, and there are
certain other points, minor in themselves, but
serious in the aggregate, which the prospective
settler will do well to bear in mind. Soldiers
appreciate plain words—especially sergeant
majors, who sometimes deal in 'em, eh ?—so
here goes. Remember that Canada is a
Dominion—a nation, not an appendage—so
do not refer to Canadians, especially in their
hearing, as colonists. They do not like it.
There is a strong feeling of nationalism in
Canada which must be reckoned with. While
they are proud of being British, and their
actions in 19141919 showed how they regard
our common flag ; they are proud, too—and
rightly so, you will concede—of being
Canadians. What they have, they have
worked hard for, and years of hard experience
have proven that methods which are successful
either in farming or industry in the old world,
are not practicable in the new. If they were,
they would be used, for the Canadian does
not let cost or sentiment stand in the way of
efficiency. Canadians have a naive kindly
shrewdness, and their apparent reserve readily
is penetrated by the man who makes it
apparent that he is willing to learn, while the
knowitall, who adopts an attitude of
superiority, will meet with nothing but
uncompromising hostility.
This unhesi
tatingly will be borne out by those
thousands of old countrymen who have won
success in the Dominion. Put it this way ;
what would you say to the recruit who tried
to tell you how things should be done in the
army ?
A recent article in one of the publications
of the Canadian Pacific Railway is well worth
quoting in part, as an instructive sidelight on
how Canadians regard manual labour. It
says :—
" Farm labour has not an altogether nice
sound in certain circles of European life, but
in Canada the ' gentleman farmer ' does not
exist. Every farmer is a worker and there is
no more dignified calling than that of the tiller
of the soil. Men of every class, profession and
calling follow it, and extract the utmost satis
faction from their toil. Members of the
European aristocracy who come to Western
Canada to be workers on their own farms are
increasing every year.
Lord Rodney, for example, who, since 1919,
has been a successful Alberta farmer,
appreciated the necessity of this preliminary
practical training before undertaking the
operation and management of his own farm,
and placed himself as an ordinary worker
under an experienced farmer in order to gain
this experience. So keenly is he convinced
that such a course is indispensable to the
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inexperienced man from Europe that he has
lent his own training and experience to
the benefit of others, through teaching men
at his farm in Northern Alberta. His pupils
now include members of some of the first
families of Europe who do not find farm labour
derogatory, but have a high opinion of its
dignity."
It would be possible endlessly to continue, if
space permitted, with information as to the
parts of the Dominion best suited for
particular types of agricultural work, and the
best markets available for skilled labour and
trades, but such details readily may be
obtained from representatives of the Canadian
National Railways, the Candian Pacific
Railway, the nearest Canadian Trade Com
missioner and other authorities in the British
Isles, the addresses of which can easily be
secured ; and a letter to the Minister of the
Canadian Department of Immigration and
Colonization at Ottawa, Ontario, will bring
immediate and satisfactory response, and all
the details you possibly could require.
Then, if you decide, after careful
consideration, that in Canada you can find,
for yourself and family, that opportunity for
betterment which is the desire of every
Britisher worth his salt, ask yourself these
questions : Are you willing to work hard over
a period of years ? Can you withstand hard
ship, discouragement and reverses and come
up smiling for more ? Have you the mettle
to watch a twentyminute hail storm wipe out
the results of a year of labour and immediately
plan to sow again ? Will your wife and
children endure the great loneliness of the
prairies, month after month, when the nearest
neighbour or town is twenty miles, or perhaps
more, away, and still remain cheerful ? Are
you willing to learn, and merely subsist while
learning ? Have you the qualifications which
have been outlined in this article ? Is
ambition your driving force ? Have you the
capital to carry you unassisted through the
first three months ? Again, will you work,
and work hard ? If you can honestly say
" yes " to these, then come, old comrade.
You will find the strong right hand of Canada
stretched out to meet you far more than half
way.
(By Norman Reilly Raine, Lieut. The Queen's Rangers,
Toronto, Canada).

Canada Notes.
(These notes have been compiled from information
published in the Canadian Military Gazette).
/ \N 9th April a commemoration dinner was held at
V / Government House, Ottawa, it being the anni
versary of the capture of Vimy Ridge by the
Canadians under Rord Byng, now GovernorGeneral
of Canada.
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FieldMarshal Rord Allenby has recently completed
a visit to Canada in his world tour. He is reported to
have received an exceptionally hearty welcome. He
made general addresses throughout Canada on the
unity of the British Empire which he likened to a
bundle of faggots. While they remained bound none
could break the bundle, but loosened from one another
it was a comparatively easy matter to break the sticks.
Canadian cadet teams took part in the recent rifle
contest at Bisley, where 23,000 hoys assembled from
various parts of the Empire. The Canadian teams
won the first
six places and received the sword
of honour presented by Admiral of the Fleet Rord
Jellicoe. The Treasurer to His Majesty the King has
written as follows :—" It is a matter of great satis
faction to His Majesty to hear of the keenness and
efficiency that has been displayed by hoys and their
musketry instructors in all parts of the Empire." Of
the bronze medals awarded, Canada won 56, Australia
coming second with 21, South Africa third with 17 and
Great Britain fourth with 8.
It is thought, that the verses we print below will
have particular interest to all Buffs, in view of the fact
that the writer of them, Colonel J ohn McCrae, a
graduate of the University of Toronto, belonged to the
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. He died in hospital
in France in January, 1918.
IN FRANDER'S FIERDS.

In Flander's fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks still bravely singing fly,
. Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow ;
Roved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flander's fields.
Take up your quarrel with the foe
To you from falling hands we throw
The torch—be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die,
We shall not sleep though poppies grow
In Flander's fields.

J. MCCRAE.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The Gunner."
" The Blast."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Snapper."
" British Region Journal."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" Journal of the Society of Army Historical
Research."
" The Rondon Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Sapper."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" The Rillywhites' Gazette."
" Hibernia."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
" The Oak Tree."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
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Past and Present Association.

HE Minutes of the 57th Meeting of The Regi
mental Committee and The Past and Present
Association Executive Committee held at The Depot,
Canterbury, on May 2nd, 1926, at 10.30 a.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B., (in
the Chair).
Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O. and H. Findlay,
C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, H. S. Hardy, M.B.E.,
M.C. and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains N. D. Rice (representing 2nd Battalion)
and R. M. Watson (representing 1st Battalion).
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
approved and signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
VISIT TO TORONTO.—The Secretary reported that

todate a total of £270 had been guaranteed by the
Battalions, the Depot and individual officers and that
the 4th Battalion had undertaken to send and pay for
one man and hoped to be able to do the same as regards
a second man ; approximately therefore, a further
£30 was still required to cover the cost of the
transportation of the party.
The Committee decided that under these
circumstances the invitation should be definitely
accepted ; and Battalions notified, but only tentative
arrangements regarding transport should be made,
as there is still the chance that some transportation
concessions may be forthcoming from Canada.
REGIMENTAR CREST.—The Secretary was instructed
to write to Colonel Kennedy asking if he could expedite
the agreement between himself and the Officer Com
manding the 1st Battalion as to the pattern of crest
to be adopted by both Battalions.
Past and Present Association.
LIFE MEMBERS' SUBSCRIPTIONS.—It was decided

that in future, instead of Rife Members' subscriptions
being used as income, the following procedure should
be adopted : one War Savings Certificate should be
purchased for each Rife Member joining and the
balance of 4/ only should be placed to the credit of the
current account of The Past and Present Association.
COTTAGE HOMES.—The Secretary reported that the
surplus income of the Benevolent Fund during the last
two years was available if the Committee thought fit,
to endow one or more of the cottages.
Three out of the four cottages are at present
occupied and none of the occupants are in any
pecuniary need ; it would therefore seem a mistake
at this juncture, even if the funds were available, to
endow these cottages.
The Secretary suggested that the policy of Endow
ment was a mistake, for on a cottage becoming vacant,
if endowed it might not be possible to find a qualified
occupant. The Secretary suggested therefore, that the
policy of making an allowance to occupants who could
not adequately support themselves, should be in
troduced and that the rule that applicants for the
cottages must be able to support themselves should
be cancelled. This procedure was approved and it
was decided that the cottage at present vacant should
not be allotted to any of the present applicants until
this new policy had been made public through the
columns of The Dragon.
CRUB ROOMS IN SERECTED VIRRAGES IN EAST KENT.

The Secretary informed the Committee that at the
request of the Members of The Past and Present
Association, residing in the neighbourhood of Ashford,
he purposed addressing them at a Meeting to be held
at Ashford on the 12th instant. The Secretary further
stated that he had reason to believe that the Ashford

Members were anxious to start a local clubroom of
their own, and that he would therefore like to
know the Committee's opinion on this policy, and
whether the Committee would be prepared, as an
experiment to advance any sum to the Ashford
Members to permit of them establishing this club.
The vSecretary suggested that the Ashford Members
should together subscribe an equal amount of any sum
advanced from Association Funds. The question had
been discussed, with the Officers Commanding the
2nd Battalion and the Depot, who were both in favour
of this experiment as they, thought it might not
only tend to strengthen the bonds of The Past and
Present Association, but also to encourage the youth
of East Kent to join his County Regiment.
The Committee expressed approval of the scheme,
and authorised the Secretary to notify the Ashford
Members that they would be prepared to consider a
grant on these lines ; it was further suggested that
the Area Representative for Ashford (Colonel Eadon)
should be invited to supervise this club if established,
and that if it proved successful, similar clubs should
be started in other selected centres of East Kent.
Grants to Battalions.
With reference to Colonel Kennedy's proposal that
the sum of £20 should be granted to Battalions to assist
in establishing a Battalion Benevolent Fund, for the
purpose of dealing with urgent local requests for
assistance, on the understanding that the Battalions
remitted the profits of all entertainments in aid of The
Benevolent Fund, to the offices of The Past and Present
Association, to be credited to the main Benevolent
Fund.
After discussion, the Committee concurred with
this proposal in so far as the Home Battalion was
concerned. The Secretary was therefore instructed
to remit this amount to the Officer Commanding 2nd
Battalion, and to ask the Officer Commanding 1st
Battalion, for his views, on the advisability of making
a similar grant to the foreign service battalion.
DONATIONS.

The following donations to the Benevolent Fund
have been received for the period 18/4/26 to 18/5/26.
J. Marshall, Esq.
Mrs. Marriott ...

...

...

...

...

...

£ s. d.
012 0
2 0 0

DISBURSEMENTS.

The following disbursements have been made for
the period 18/4/26 to 18/5/26
April 19.
19.
21.
21.
22.
22.
22.
24.
26.
26.
26.
27.
3.
Maj7
5.
6.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.

Grant
Roan
Grant to cover funeral expenses
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
...
Grant
Roan
Grant
Grant
Grant to pay rent
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant

...

...

0
2
5
2
1
5
1
i
i
i
I
4
3
2
1
4
0
1
1
0

2
0
0
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
0
0
5
0
7
0
13
10
0
5

6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
0

NEW MEMBERS.

The following are the names of new members who
have joined the Association for the period 18/4/26 to
18/5/26 :—

Mr. T. W. Burton, Mr. B. J. Burton, Mr. Dockerell, Pte. Stewart,
Mr. G. Hayward, C.S.M. P. Johnson, Mr. Offen.
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Other Regiments.
No. 17.

BATTRE HONOURS.

" The Sphinx superscribed Egypt," " Warburg,"^
" Beaumont," " Willems," " Salamanca," " Peninsula,"
" Waterloo," " Bhurtpore," " Alma," " Balaklava,"
" Inkerman," " Sevastopol," " The Great War,"
" Mons," " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons,"
" Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " Messines, 1914,"
" Armentieres, 1914," " Ypres, 1914, '15," " Frezen
burg," " Bellewaarde," " Somme, 1916' 18," " Flers
Courcelette," " Arras, 1917,"
" Scarpe,
1917,"
" Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Rosieres,"
" Amiens," " Albert, 1918," " Hindenburg Tine,"
" St. Quentin Canal," " Beaurevoir," " Selle," " France
and Flanders, 1914'18."
*

*

*

*

This famous corps, the first Cavalry regiment to be
stationed at Shorncliffe since the days of the Great
War, was added to the Army in 1715, being raised in
Essex and the adjoining counties as " Honeywood's
Dragoons."
During the first thirty years of the regiment's
existence, the only active service it was fated to see was
on British soil. During the Jacobite rising of 1715
the 11th helped to defeat the rebels at the Battle of
Preston (Danes.), the founder of the regiment,
BrigadierGeneral Philip Honey wood, being among
the wounded on this occasion, and in the 'Fortyfive
Rebellion the regiment was sent to Scotland and, like
The Buffs, took part in the Battle of Culloden Moor,
where Bonnie Prince Charlie's hopes were shattered.
The first
Battle Honour, " Warburg," earned
in 1760, but not granted until 1909, commemorates
a victory over the French, in the days when the
Marquis of Granby, whose memory is kept green by
innumerable taverns, was Britain's foremost cavalry
leader.
" Beaumont" and " Willems " are two
Battle Honours, held by cavalry regiments only, in
respect of other victories over the French, in April
and May, 1794. While these honours were being won,
a detachment of the regiment was en route for China,
as escort to Rord Macartney, who was the first British
Ambassador to Peking.
In 1738 the regiment became Right Dragoons, and
a year later the uniform was changed from Scarlet to
blUIn 1801 a troop of the 11th Right Dragoons served
in the Egyptian campaign and earned for the regiment
its first
badge—the Sphinx. Rater, the regiment
served under Wellington in Spain and Portugal and
at Waterloo. It was during the Peninsula campaign
that their famous nickname of "The Cherry Pickers "
first originated. The story goes that a detachment of
the regiment was taken prisoner by the French, being
surprised while exploring a Spanish orchard.

In 1840 the regiment became Hussars, and provided
Prince Albert's escort from Dover to Canterbury when
he came to England in 1840, to marry Queen Victoria.
The title of " Prince Albert's Own " and the Prince
Consort's Crest (worn as a badge on cap and collar),
with the German motto " Treu und Fest " (True and
Steadfast) were granted in honour of this service. The
crimson overalls which are such a very distinctive
feature of the regiment's full dress uniform were also
adopted about this time. There are at least two old
barrackroom legends which purport to explain the
origin of these garments. One story asserts that the
Eleventh were granted the crimson overalls because
they once fought up to the knees in blood. Another
version is that during the Peninsular War the Eleventh
patched their tattered overalls with red from the tunic
of fallen infantry men, until the original blue was
entirely obscured by red patches. Needless to say
there is not a shadow of truth in either of these stories,
the " pantalon rouge" having been adopted in peace
time, simply to distinguish the Eleventh from other
Hussar regiments. The 11th Hussars have the
privilege of using red, yellow and blue trumpet slings,
being the only regiment without a " Royal " title
permitted to use these in place of the orthodox green.
Besides " The Cherry Pickers," the Eleventh own
two more nicknames—" The Cherubims," and " Rord
Cardigan's Bloodhounds." The Earl of Cardigan,
from whom the latter is derived, was the leader of the
Charge of the Right Brigade at Balaclava, immortalised
by Tennyson's poem. Every man of ' the noble six
hundred " was a hero, but mere words fail to express
one's admiration for such conduct as that of Rieut.
A. R. Dunn, of the 11th Hussars. This officer had
recently succeeded to a fortune, had already sent in
his papers " to resign from the army, and was about
to leave for home when the Battle of Balaclava was
fought, but he took his place with the 11th in
the famous charge, mounted upon a horse notorious
as one of the worse " kickers " in the regiment, and
cut down several of the enemy. On the return journey
from " the Valley of Death " he had already reached
a place of comparative safety when he heard that
Sergeant Bentley of the 11th was cut off by the
Russians. Although fully aware of the risk he ran—
most of the Right Brigade had already returned, and
the Muscovites were murdering the poor fellows who
were left behind, wounded or unhorsed—Rieut. Dunn
made his way back, rescued Sergeant Bentley from
three Russian Dragoons and then saved Pte. Revett,
11th Hussars, from a Russian Hussar who was
attacking him. It was not until nearly eighteen
months later that the Victoria Cross was instituted,
but Rieut. Dunn's conduct had not been forgotten and
in due course he received the coveted decoration, which
has never been more nobly won than by this officer, the
only 11th Hussar who has yet received it.
From Crimean days to the Great War, the regiment
had a long rest from active service, except for a brief
campaign on the NorthWest Frontier in 18798. In
August, 1914, the regiment landed in France, and
remained there throughout the war, winning 24 new
Battle Honours.
Ever since the early 'nineties the 11th Hussars have
held a high reputation for marksmanship. In 1924,
shortly before the regiment returned from India, the
Eleventh won the Queen Victoria Cup for the best
shooting cavalry corps abroad, also the King George
Cup (Officers), the Royal Irish Cup (Sergeants) and
the Eastern Command Cup (Hotchkiss gunners). The
A.R.A. Squadron Shield for units abroad was won by
"B" Squadron, 11th Hussars, while the "H.Q."
Squadron took second place in the same competition.
R. MAURICE HIRR.
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The Basque Country.

ERHAPS one of the most interesting parts of
France is the Pays Basque—the Basque
country—which lies in its south west corner where the
Pyrenees change from lofty mountains to low hills as
they meet the sea. Through that corner run the
easiest routes between France and Spain, and for that
reason is it full of historical associations—too numerous
to mention here.
To the average Englishman, particularly if he be
a soldier, the main interest in this part of France lies in
its connection with the last phase of the Peninsular
War as the French were driven back out of Spain into
France. There took place such events as the Crossing
of the Bidassoa—after the Battle of San Sebastian
further south—the Battles of the Nivelle (there is now,
not far from the battlefield, a wellknown golf course of
that name) and the Nive, the siege of Bayonne and
Battle of Orthez, both of which towns are slightly north
of the actual Pays Basque ; while more to the east,
and out of the region, took place the Battle of
Toulouse, the last battle of the Peninsular War. Here
and there, in little village cemeteries dotted about the
country through which Wellington's army fought, one
comes across the graves of British soldiers ; and not
far from Bayonne is the more pretentious British
cemetery for those killed in the siege of that town.
But far further back than the Peninsular War does
the English connection with this part of France go.
Most of us are apt to forget that as long ago as the
Eleventh Century the English were in possession of
this area. Bayonne was the principal town, and its
ancient prosperity was almost entirely due to the
English. They it was who built its Cathedral,
improved its possibilities as a port, increased its trade,
and made of it a strong, walled town. Nowadays one
sees little to recall the English occupation ; but on a
hoary old castle in the town there is an inscription on
a marble slab saying that the English Black Prince had
his quarters there of yore.
Bayonne was recaptured from us by the French in
1294, but they only succeeded in holding it for
one year, and it remained ours till 1451, when it finally
passed into the hands of the French.
Yet for anyone of an inquiring turn of mind, there
is so much besides tales of wars, battles and
occupations to learn about the Country of the Basques.
The very fact that no one has yet discovered the true
origin of the Basque race alone arouses one's curiosity.
A fine, hardy type, they inhabit the slice of country
that runs round the bottom right hand corner of the
Bay of Biscay—the larger portion of the Pays Basque
being on the Spanish side of the frontier. Entirely
unlike their neighbours, French or Spanish, in
appearance, character, customs and speech, they have
managed to retain their individuality to a remarkable
degree and still look on the French and Spanish
practically as " foreigners."
As to their origin let it suffice to mention two very
different theories. The Basques themselves sometimes
claim to be the " Rost Tribe " of Biblical days, but no
good proof of this claim can be produced. Another
much more interesting theory—provided one will allow
oneself to believe at all in the possibility of the
existence of the " Rost Continent "—is that the
Basques are descendants of the last remnant of the
inhabitants of the continent of Atlantis, which is
supposed to have been engulphed by the waters of the
Atlantic. In support of this theory, men of large brain
and much imagination have found a strong resemblance
between certain parts—particularly the distinctive
x
and
z " sounds—of the Basque language (a
frantically difficult tongue, which can only be learnt

properly as a child) and words and names of the
ancient Aztecs and Mayans of Mexico, the idea being
that the lost Atlantis more or less formed a land
connection between the Eastern and Western
Hemispheres. But that again needs proof !
At one time the Basques were famed as seafarers,
and far and wide sailed their ships. It is said that the
navigator of the ship in which Columbus discovered
America was a Basque ; and it was the Basque fisher
men from the old port of St. JeandeRuz who first
started the Newfoundland cod fishing.
In these days
the Basques go in large numbers as shepherds on the
big sheep ranges in the southwestern part of the
United States, and in the Argentine, etc.
But it is in sport that the Basque now excels.
From his part of the country come some of the best
Rugby footballers in France, and many of the best
golfers and tennis players in the world.
Of old customs and industries it is possible to
describe only one. With a small village on the French
side of the border lies—and has lain for over three
hundred years—the " monopoly" of catching the
woodpigeons as they flight southwards each Autumn
in search of warmth. Near the village is a narrow,
bottleshaped valley ending in a low col, which leads
over the mountains into Spain. Up this valley, and
over this col, from time immemorial come the pigeons
in their thousands on their southward journey, the
continuous stream of birds beginning to arrive so nearly
at the same date in October each year that it almost
looks as if they work by calendar ! The flight
continues for about two weeks, and during that time
the Basques of the little village catch and sell many
thousand for food. The method of catching the pigeon
is most interesting. Armed with throwingsticks
almost exactly the same as the boomerangs that one
imagined the invention of the Australian aboriginee,
men are placed in the trees at intervals up both sides
of the valley leading to the col. As the pigeons
approach, the men in the first
trees throw
their boomerangs, which swoop above the pigeons and
sail in a circle back to the throwers. This causes the
pigeons to dip in their flight, and by the men in the
trees successively throwing their boomerangs, the
birds are shepherded, flying very low, on their way up
the valley to cross the col. But just short of the col
a huge net is stretched between trees across the narrow
end of the valley. Into this net fly most of the
pigeons, where they are caught and, after having their
wings clipped, are put into sheds ready to be sold.
Probably this method of catching birds is almost
unique.
Not far south of this particular valley, but on the
Spanish side of the border, is another valley whose
inhabitants were remarkable for the fact that they
were all " Nobles !" The valley, which has always
been extremely rich and fertile, is populated by Basque
and Navarrois stock, who, for some reason, formed
themselves, in the Sixteenth of Seventeenth Century
into a sort of Community or Republic, called the " Uni
versite de Barzan," and every member of that
community became a " Noble." One would imagine
that there could not have been any great distinction
in being a noble under such circumstances, but to
this day on nearly every house—there are few that are
not old—throughout the valley is a large, complicated
and imposing coatofarms, complete with shields,
feathers, crowns, helmets and all the rest of it, let into
the front wall. It is strange to see these impressive
signs on quite small houses which could never have
been more than farmhouses !
It was through one part of this valley that there
took place the sanguinary " rearguard action " which
inspired the somewhat imaginative, but wellknown
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story of Roland—with horn—and Oliver. So wrapped
round with romance have the true facts become that
it is hard to say what really did happen ; in fact it
does not even seem too clear where the famous defile
is, in which the fight took place. Apparently what
happened was that in 778 A.D. the people of
Pampelona, an old walled town which was the capital
of Spanish Navarre and a stronghold of Christianity
against the invading Moors, asked for assistance from
the Emperor Charlemagne. The latter was ready
enough to provide the required help, but while he was
about it, took the opportunity of demolishing the walls
of Pampelona, which had long been a thorn in his flesh.
Enraged by this treacherous act, the Navarrois and
Basques (who border on and overlap the northern part
of Navarre) joined to take revenge as Charlemagne
retired north towards France.
At a narrow defile near a little village called
Roncesvalles (Roncevaux, in French) the combined
Navarrois and Basques fell on Charlemagne's rear
guard, which was commanded by Roland, Count of
Brittany. Taken by surprise by the lightlyequipped
and mobile mountaineers, Roland and his rearguard,
after putting up a stout fight, were killed, crushed
beneath the rocks hurled down from above by the
enemy. Not very romantic this ! But the legend,
the famous " Chanson de Roland," tells a very different
tale of the glorious paladin Roland, nephew of
Charlemagne, with the eleven other peers of the
Empire, fighting at the head of a rearguard of twenty
thousand picked Francs against a hundredthousand
Saracens, who had surprised them—through treachery
—in the defile at Roncesvalles. Stupendous deeds of
valour are performed by Roland and his great friend
Oliver, who endeavours to persuade the former to blow
his horn to summon help from Charlemagne's main
body. Proud and stupidly pigheaded, Roland three
times refuses to sound the necessary call, but at last,
too late, he blows a mighty blast—and incidentally
" bursts his temples " in the effort ! Before help
comes the rearguard has been annihilated, Oliver
" taking the count " two but last; then the Arch
bishop Turpin, who is needed to say a few versefilling
prayers ; then Roland himself—in suitably dramatic
pose. All very nice, but not true !
Over a thousand years later another fight took place
in the valley near Roncesvalles, for in 1813, during the
Peninsular War, Marshal Soult, at the head of 35,000
French troops, made a surprise attack on a force of
18,000 English in an endeavour to relieve Pampelona.
The English were forced to retire, but at Sorduren they
turned and smote the Frenchman hip and thigh—and
Soult withdrew.
But enough of wars, and, although there is so much
more to tell of the Pays Basque, enough of this article.
J.M.P.

Matters of Interest.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT OF REGULAR
SAILORS, SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN.

119 Victoria Street, Rondon, S.W. 1.
(Under Admiralty, War Office and Air Ministry
Authority).
The Annual Meeting of the Association will be held
at the United Service Institution, Whitehall, on
Monday, June 7th, at 12 noon.
H.R.H. FieldMarshal The Duke of Connaught,
K.G., K.T., K.P., etc., has graciously consented to
preside.

RETIRED PAY, INCRUDING DISABILITY ELEMENT.

1. During a time of war no officer who is employed
on active service, or is eligible for such employment,
may commute retired pay or wound pension.
2. An officer may not commute any part of his
retired pay until he has reached the age of 40 years,
as shown by his birth certificate, unless his retired pay
includes a. permanent disability element.
If the War Office records do not contain an officer's
birth certificate he may be called upon to furnish one
before his application is recommended.
3. An officer may not commute more than onehalf
of his retired pay.
If his retired pay is less than £300 a year he may
not commute below £150 a year, unless he is entitled
to retired pay under Articles 624626, in which case he
may commute a sum not exceeding £30 a year,
provided that he is left with an uncommuted
minimum of £120 a year.
In calculating the commutable limits a permanent
disability element will be aggregated with the service
rate of retired pay, and a temporary disability element
will be ignored.
.
If the rate of retired pay is subject to costolliving
revision, the commutable limit will be determined by
the rate in force when the application to commute is
received in the War Office, notwithstanding the
possibility that a future revision may reduce the un
commuted portion below the uneommutable minimum
appropriate to the revised rate.
4. An officer holding an appointment which does
not involve suspension of retired pay may commute
his retired pay subject to the above rules, but an officer
who holds, or is about to hold, an appointment
involving the total suspension of retired pay may not
commute any portion of his retired pay.
An officer whose retired pay is partly suspended
may commute so much of his retired pay, not exceeding
the net amount in issue, as he would have been eligible
to commute were he in receipt of the full amount ol
retired pay for which he is eligible on cessation of his
colonial, etc., employment.
5. The costofliving revision under Army Order
324 of 1919, or Article 2, is based upon the 1919 rate
of retired pay, and the fact that an officer has
commuted part of that retired pay does not exempt
him from revision of that part. Thus, an officer who
has commuted £200 of his original rate of £400 has his
retired pay reduced under Army Order 20o of 1924 by
51 per cent, of the £400, not on the uncommuted
balance of £200.
Similarly, should there be an increase under a future
revision, the increase will be based upon the 1919 rate
and not on the uncommuted balance.
B.—WOUNDS PENSIONS.

6. An officer may commute his wound pension
wholly or in part, irrespective of age, Pr°yld<r<l that it
is permanent, and provided that he is left with a per
manent pension of at least £150 a year including any
retired pay he may be receiving, or, if still serving,
for which he may be eligible.
,
7 An officer in receipt of retired pay and wound
pension must commute the whole of his wound pension
before he may commute any portion of his retired pay.
N0te.—Officers desiring to commute should apply
to the UnderSecretary of State, the War Office,
Rondon, S.W. 1.
—
OFFICERS SPECIARRY EMPLOYED.

A new Article in the Pay Warrant provides that a
retired officer specially reemployed under Article 504
and a Veterinarv officer of the Militia or Territorial
Armv temporarily employed in special situations
(under Article 510) will be entitled to pay ^m^the
date of joining for Army service and while he continues
at duty, to the date on which his services are no longer
required.
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ASHFORD BANDMASTER RETIRES.

A Good Record.
All Ashford will be sorry to hear of the resignation
of Mr. W. P. Thorne from the conductorship of the
Ashford Band. Mr. Thorne took over the band 43
years ago at the age of 22.
His great musical talent was at once apparent and
in a very short time he raised the band to a very high
state of proficiency. He received musical education
first as a choir boy, his voice being alto, and then as
an instrumentalist, under the late Dr. Wilks. Without
a natural gift his future successes would not have been
achieved, and he had a happy knack of inspiring the
bandsmen with his own enthusiasm. Ambitious and
proud of his band, Mr. dhoine decided to enter the
big competitions at the Crystal Palace. He met with
such unqualified success that the band of the 5th Buffs,
under his conductorship, won the reed and brass
contest six times. It should be stated that when he
first joined the band it was attached to the Volunteers,
but he continued to act as bandmaster when it became
the 5th Buffs' band.
During the war he still acted as bandmaster, and
greatly assisted the Recruiting Committee by playing
inciting music in the district during these critical days.
He was in charge of the band that headed Rord
Goschen's memorable recruiting march through the
Weald of Kent. Subsequently his band played at the
funeral of Rord Goschen's son, who was killed in
Mesopotamia, and at his daughter's marriage.
Until comparatively recent years, Mr. Thorne was
a crack rifle shot and he was captain of the team of the
old "H" Company, Bast Kent Rifle Volunteers. He
was very useful in the football field and at one time was
captain of the " Kentish Express " Football Club,
whilst he also played cricket for the " Kentish
Express " eleven. It should be added that during the
whole of his business life he was engaged on the staff
of the " Kentish Express." These facts show that he
has a versatile disposition, and throughout his career
he has won, by his genial, optimistic and generous
disposition, the respect of everyone.
A pleasing incident took place during the war, when
the 5th Buffs were stationed at Tonbridge. A cricket
match was arranged on the Tonbridge school ground
between a team brought by Mr. Hardinge, the famous
Kent bat and Tonbridge School. The 5th Buffs' band
was playing on the ground. Rord Harris was playing
in the opposing team and to pay him a compliment
Bandmaster Thorne, whilst playing a Sullivan selection,
stopped his band when Rord Harris left the pavilion
and broke into " The Men of Kent." Rord Harris
acknowledged this by raising his cap as he went to the
wicket, and after the match thanked Mr. Thorne for
the compliment paid.
A tribute is paid to " Bandmaster " by General
Mackinnon, DirectorGeneral of the Territorial Forces,
who said, at Ashford in 1909, " I should like to express
my admiration for the music I have heard played by
the band of the 5th Buffs. I do not know when I have
heard a band of the Territorial Force which has given
me greater pleasure than the one I have just heard,
and it was, therefore, with pleasure that I have just
congratulated the bandmaster on its performance."
ARMY WIDOWS' PENSIONS.

It is laid down in an amending Article to the Pay
Warrant that the conditions under which the widow of
a deceased soldier may be granted a pension are that
she was legally married to the soldier while he was
serving with the Colours and before the receipt of the
wound or injury, or before the first removal of the
soldier from duty on account of the disease, from which
he died.

The Buffs Golfing Society.
MATCHES.

riAHE match v. Wrotham Heath, postponed owing
J_
to the General Strike will take place on
September 11th.
On May 19th the Society in a ten aside match by
singles and foursomes met with a severe defeat at the
hands of Royal Ashdown Forest by 15 matches to nil :
it was just a case of being up against the lack of local
knowledge and a very much stronger side. Possibly
the debacle would not have been quite so complete had
the aftermath of the strike not kept Captains Ramarque
and Terry away at the last minute—a misfortune
which opened the way to a very noble effort on behalf
of Brig.General McDouall and Mr. W. Collins, who
motored no less than 140 miles to take their place.
The match was a very enjoyable one and we were all
glad to see Major H. E. (Puggy) Ward looking so well.
We congratulate him on the excellence of his course
and thank our opponents for the hospitality and kind
ness shown us.
Here are the full results :—
The Buffs.
Royal Ashdown Forest.
A. H. Goodall
0 C. Burns (3/2)
1
Col. H. W. Trevor
0 Col. E M. Birch (5/3)
1
Rt.Col. E B. Burns ...
... 0 W. O. Ruscombe (4/3)
... 1
Rt.Col. F. Bradley Dyne
... 0 A. F. Fellowes (2/1)
1
Capt. B. E. HammondDavies
0 Capt. M. H. Ravenhill (1 up)
1
Capt. E. Jessel
0 R. F„ Milburn (8/7) ...
'... 1
Maj.Gen. Sir A. Rynden Bell
0 Maj.Gen. Sir R. Hutchinson(6/5)l
Col. J. Body
0 Capt. J. D. C. Hawkins (3/1)
1
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall
... 0 Dr. C. Branwell (8/7)
1
W. Collins
0 D. Ruscombe (3/2)
1
FOURSOMES.

Goodall and Davies
0 Burns and Ravenhill (6/4) ...
Trevor and Jessel
0 W. Ruscombe and Milburn (3/1)
Burns and Rynden Bell
... 0 Birch and Hutchinson (5/4) ...
Collins and Body
0 D. Ruscombe & Hawkins (6/5)
Bradley Dyne and McDouall
0 Fellowes and Branwell (2 up)
Totals ...

0

1
1
1
1
1

15

v. ST. AUGUSTINE'S.
Played on Saturday, May 29th,
The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor
0
R. M. Bourne
0
Rt.Col. E. B. Burns (4/3) ... 1
Capt. B. Hammond Davies ... 0
Capt. Howard Reed
0
W.C.Collins
0
Maj. J. V. R. Jackson
... 0
Capt. H. H. C. Baird
0
B. H. Russell
0
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall
... 0

with the following result:—
St. Augustine's.
C. H. Cole (4/3)
...
H. Tanburn (2 up) ...
.
W. J. MartinTomson
Rt.Col. Scales (5/3) .
A. I. Child (6/4)
F. H. Botley (3/1)
...
E. G. Hicks (1 up)
...
H. G. Mappin (6/5) ...
F. S. Martin (6/5)
...
J. H. Robinson (5/4) ...
...

1
l
0
1
l
1
1
1
1
1

Trevor and Bourne (5/3)
Burns and Davies
Reed and Collins
Jackson and Baird
Russell and McDouall

Cole and Tanburn
Martin Tomson and Scales (5/4)
Botley and Child (6/5)
...
Hicks and Mappin (5/4)
...
Martin and Robinson (5/4) ...

0
1
1
1
1

FOURSOMES

...

...

1
0
0
0
0

Totals ...

2

13

COLOURS.

Regimental ties of correct colours can now be had
on application to the Hon. Secretary, price 5/6, post
free.
AUTUMN MEETING.

It has been decided to include a Junior Medal
Competition for those with a handicap of 14 and over
at the Autumn Meeting to be held at Royal St.
George's, Sandwich, on October 5th and 6th.
MEMBERSHIP.

On May 26th, membership of the Society was one
hundred and ten, an additional member being Rt.
N. E. Hoare of the 2nd Battalion.
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Humour of The General Strike.

T

O those of us privileged to live in the greatest city
in the world—that city which is the capital
of a mighty Empire and which soldiers call the
' Smoke ' and financiers the ' Word's Money Market '—
the General Strike afforded yet another opportunity of
proving to the foreigner that the old war time slogan
" Are we downhearted ?" could still be answered with
an emphatic " No."
A peculiar trait of the British people is, the more
in trouble the more happy they appear to be. Not in
the sense that they enjoy being in a state of adversity,
but simply because it is no good crying over spilt milk,
splendidly summed up in the last three lines of that
popular war time favourite—
' What's the use of worrying, it never was worth while,
So ! pack up your trouble in your old kit bag and
" Smile—Smile—Smile."
It is to do with " smiling " that I have something
now to say. During the strike you smiled, the striker
smiled and I smiled more than once; so putting
together all our smiles I hope to make you smile again.
Here goes :—
At the Elephant and Castle one night a crowd of
strikers had collected; also a considerable force of
Special Constabulary. One of the strikers left the
crowd and informed a Special that there was a man
round the corner with a quantity of stackedup bottles.
The Special told his superior officer and preparation
made to capture the missiles.
" Where's this man with the bottles ?" enquired
the inspector.
" In the first pub yer come to " came the reply.
" Yer can see 'em all stacked on the shelves—
whiskey, brandy an' I don't know what."
During an argument in the East End between a
coster—who felt a certain soreness over an empty
barrow—and a docker, the following dialogue took
place :—
" Yer've got no perishing right to stop the people's
grub and me getting a living " spoke the Coster.
"Yer don't know what yer talking abawt " replied
the Docker. Ret the government take away them
there blackleg volunteers and we'll see yer don't go
wivawt."
" Blimey !" answered the Coster. "You 'ad yer
blooming breakfast this morning and ver'll 'ave yer
blinking dinner, I bet ; 'ave yer fort that if it wasn't
for that Blackleg labour yer'd 'ave to go wivawt yerself.
If I 'ad a principle I'd stick up for it an' die of
starvation fust before I'd eat a blackleg sausage."
In the Balham High Road one morning, four
navvies, armed with picks and shovels, looked
passionately at the driver of a very fine car. The
owner, evidently moved by the patriotism of the four
men, decided to pick them up. Once inside the car,
they sunk heavily into the upholstery, lighted their
clay pipes and lolled back with an air of dignified
importance. Observing vour humble servant smile,
the nearest navvy said—"
" Nuffink for yer to laugh at ! If vou wants the
blooming strike to finish—we don't."
This puts me in mind of a pathetic incident which
took place near Kennington Oval. A young and
rather attractive young lady gazed fondly on the two
occupants of a motor car which was held up for the
moment by the traffic, and in a soft voice said—
" I know there is no room, but I do not mind sitting
on one of your laps if. only you will give me a lift to
Westminster." Needless to say she got picked up !
Something like this happened in a city bound train.
I found myself in a crushed compartment, you know—
when the door is opened about fifteen people fall out.
Standing immediately in front of me was, I should
imagine, a smart city typist who was feeling the effects
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of being rather squashed. Thinking it would ease her
mind and at the same time excuse myself, I mentioned
the fact that we were both victims of circumstances.
" I do hope you don't mind being squeezed a bit "
I said.
" Oh no ! not at all " she replied ; "I am used to
it." Then, after a pause, as if .she recollected some
thing, she added " On this line."
Whilst travelling on a No. 49 bus—the actual bus
that, having a window broken and boarded up, had
chalked the information " there is no pane dear mother
now "—an old and nervous dame asked the conductor
at one of the stopping points if it was safe to travel.
The conductor, attired in plus fours, a varsity scarf
and without hat replied :—
" Safe, madam ? Why perfectly safe ; only do
not sit in the left hand seats, for that is the side the
bricks come through the windows.
Talking of buses and their inscriptions, all the old
war time slogans were brought once more into use. We
had :—
" A rolling bus gathers no stones."
" Old Bill's called up again."
" The ' Ypres Express ' guaranteed ' Shell ' all the
way'"
" None but a brave conductor deserves the fare."
The passing street lorry and van gave many
good opportunities for smiling. The names and
advertisements displayed on the outside of these
conveyances very rarely conformed with the inside.
For instance, the van that passed along the South side
of Clapham Common laden with men and women bore
an inscription " National Canine Defence Reague—
Animals' ambulance." Rikewise the van belonging to
a certain firm of Hosiery manufacturers, and evidently
taking some of their female staff to business bore the
information " Our hose is unsurpassed—inspection
invited."
Then one observed a vehicle bearing a full toll of
members of both sexes travelling under the banner
of a wellknown home for domestic pets. Painted out
side in large letters was " Cats and dogs collected from
their own homes." I noticed also that some of the
Waifs and Strays—at least the title on the van said
they were—looked remarkably fit, well fed and healthy
considering their years of age.
The Tit Bit however I must reserve for the poultry
dealer who, having colected an assortment of ladies
both young and old tore along the Clapham Road with
the astounding notice on the cover of his Ford motor :
" Broody hens on hire."
Humour did not finish with the Strike. On Sunday
night, the 16th of May, the announcer of the wireless
bulletin at 2 R.O. said :—
" A settlement has been reached with the dyeing
operatives."
I think he might have informed the Public
the details of the last Will and Testament.
J.K.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional P h o t o g r a p h e r s ,
V I I S t . G e o r g e ' s Place, C a n t e r b u r y .

T e l . 337.

Note New A d d r e s s .
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Rational Dress.

June, "flaming June" as the poet says,
and I sped forth into the country on the back
Jof Ta was
friend's motorcycle. The sun beat down upon

us, and the breeze which our transit set up about us
was cool and pleasant upon the cheek. The road was
less full of " potholes " and the more objectionable
" bumps " than usual, and really, I had settled down
to enjoy the journey, when, with a cloud of thick black
smoke, a spit and a splutter, the engine stopped. We
slid to the side of the road, got off, and my friend bent
down to examine the extent of the damage. Let me
say, here and now, that my limited mechanical know
ledge just about allows me to distinguish between the
carburetter and the exhaust—and that's all ! So that
when my friend raised his head and in a woebegone
voice announced that the machine was " Jiggered,
absolutely jiggered !" I took it for granted, without
enquiring further, that there was nothing for it but
to push the bike into the nearest village and hand it
over to an expert in the trade.. We pushed, or rather
took it in turn to push, that machine until, what with
the dust of passing and more fortunate motorists, the
heat of the sun and the unwonted physical exertion,
we could push no more. Disgustedly we heaved the
useless means of locomotion on to a roadside bank,
and subsided to rest upon the lush grass. I need not
detail our conversation ; anyone who has been in
a similar plight can fill in the blank, and for those
fortunates who have not, it is better that they should
retain their innocence, unspotted, as long as possible.
We had nearly exhausted our joint vocabulary—<
English, French, Hindustani and i^rabic—when there
appeared, apparently from nowhere, a solitary
pedestrian—at least that seemed the most suitable
term to describe the strange creature who stopped and
looked upon us with obvious disdain. He, for
I suppose it must have been a man, was very tall, very
thin, and very angular. His forehead protruded,
his nose positively poked itself out at you ; his
" adam's apple " seemed twitching its way through
the skin of his throat ; he was pigeonchested, knock
kneed and his feet turned out, as would the hands of
a clock when pointing at " ten to two." His head was
bald, except for a fringe of sandycoloured hair, which
stood out like a zareba on the desert, and he wore the
most peculiar set of clothes I have ever seen. His
shirt was blue, a metallic and hideous blue, which,
metaphorically speaking, " got up and hit you." It
was more like a shift than a shirt, for it had no sleeves
and no collar, and was open, wideopen, at the chest.
A pair of enormously baggy " shorts " of a kind of
purplecoloured cotton, no stockings, and sandals kept
on by a loop which encircled a knotty and exceedingly
dirty greattoe, completed this extraordinary " kit."
The apparition stood for some time regarding us, and
then boomed out—" Ha, ha ! Stranded I see. Has
your infernal contraption broken down ?" " Oh, no,"
replied my friend, " we merely thought it seemed tired
and so were carrying it instead of it carrying us."
Discretion seeming the better part of valour, I chipped
in with an enquiry as to the nearest village where we
could get the cycle repaired, and elicited the reply that
such a village lay a mile or so up the road. But my
friend, whom I regret to say lacks that courtesy which
should always signalise our dealings with strangers,
would not be " put off." " Say," said he, " are you
holding a pageant in these parts ? And what part are
you cast for ? One of the horrors of the past, or a
shepherd of the future ?" "You mock, young man "
—and the booming voice seemed to make the
shimmering air vibrate with its intensity—" but were
you dressed as I am dressed, rationally, you would not
now be sitting beside that abomination, perspiring and
futile. You would be pushing on towards your goal.
I am neither " horror " nor Shepherd, but a disciple

of the cult of rational dress. I bid you goodday, and
greater wisdom in the future." Upon that he .set off
down the road with a kind of shambling gait that was
infinitely ridiculous.
" Strike me pink !" said my friend " if the old bloke
isn't right. Off with your collar and tie my hearty,
and heave at this " abomination " for another mile.
Manfully we struggled up hill and down dale, until, at
last, our efforts were rewarded by the sight of the
familiar petrolpump that stood outside a converted
forge which now did duty as a garage With many
objurgations as to speed, we thrust the " abomination
upon a youth who issued forth to meet us, and then
limped away to find the nearest " house of refreshment,
pub', or whatnot." Here, over two glasses of very
passable " bitter," without collar or tie, and begrimed
with dust and the " sweat of our brow," we sat to cool
off, and very naturally discuss our meeting with the
disciple of " rational " dress.
" Balmy, old boy, quite potty you know " quoth
my friend ; " wanting in the upper storey, but right,
dead right ! Dash it all, what on earth does a fellow,
on a day like this, swelteringly hot, want with a collar
and tie, coat, waistcoat, fulllength trousers, socks and
shoes ? 'Tisn't reasonable, now is it ?" And I had to
agree with him. " Now the old bloke may have looked
a guy—did in fact—but he had this in his favour, he
was cool, calm and collected, whilst we were stewing
in our own juice. Argal, if he was mad, what on earth
are we ?" A pull at my glass rendered reply quite
unnecessary, for my friend went on. " Besides, just
think how life would " blossom like the rose " if we all
adopted " rational " dress ? What excitement to walk
into one of our leading Stores, (or ought I to say
Emporia ? People are so particular nowadays !) and
discover the young assistant, attired in a travesty of
a Roman toga and a pair of sandals, attempting to sell
me a pretty little line of shirting, made like our friend's,
in bright magenta ? Fancy the General, rolling up on
a hot day to inspect the troops, rigged out in a staff
hat, bathing costume and Russian boots ? The troops
might faint, but personally, I should enjoy every
minute of it !" With a gurgling sound, followed by a
fit of coughing, I recorded my appreciation of such
a scene. " You may laugh, but I tell you the idea's
great. Think of Old Bloggs, the stockbroker who
lives next door to my people, fat, florid and forty,
trotting up to the City in a pink and blue striped
kaftan, like the Eastern johnnies on the pictures wear ?
Of Snort, the J.P., sitting on the Brench in a pair of
pyjamas, serving it out hot to the local " drunks ?"
You see my point, don't you ? Rife would never lack
colour or variety if we adopted ' rational ' dress.
Here the landlord arrived with a message from the
" garage " to the effect that our machine was in
working order, so, donning our collars and ties, we
strolled up the road, mounted our machine, and sped
homewards.
That night, when at last I sought my bed, worn out
by exertion, it was to dream that I was walking up
Cheapside, clad in a dustsheet, with a monocle firmly
fixed in my eye, attempting to carry off the situation
with that air of insouciance which we are told is the
birthright of every British gentleman. I had just
decided to wrap the sheet more tightly around me, to
discard my " birthright " and to " beat it " up Holborn
with an irate policeman and a shrieking crowd in hot
pursuit, when I awoke to find my friend bending over
me and saying : I'd give a week's pay to see the " old
man " in " rational " dress !
I grunted a curse upon " rational " dress and
disturbers of the peace, turned over and went to sleep
again, to dream of a jumble of motorcycles, shirts,
shorts, and dustsheets, to awake more firmly convinced
than ever that the only rational dress is a national
dress, and such as we wear !
E.C.F.

1st

BATTALION

HOCKEY

TEAM, 192526.

Winners Gibraltar Garrison Hockey League, 1925-26.
Back Row—Left to Right: Cpl. Ayliffe, Bdsm. Boot, Pte. Knight.
Middle Row: Pte. Hogben, Sgt. Burville, Cpl. Perry, Lt. D. C. Coates, Lt. J. R. P. Williams.
Front Row: L/Cpl. Lewis, C.S.M. Farrow, Capt. J. R. Willows, Lt. P. R. H. Fox.
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The 1st Battalion.
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on winning the Paget gold medal for the third
year in succession. All the more power to
him ; may he win it next year, too ! Below
is a table showing the results of the Harris
Shield for the past year :—
Aquatics.

T seems in the Army
to be only necessary
to state some definite fact
and commit it to print for
the same fact to be
immediately altered or am
mended.
For instance,
many will recall, no doubt,
an exhaustive threevolume
handbook compiled a year
or two ago at a seat of
Military learning in Kent.
Soldiers abroad
waited
anxiously for these volumes
of wisdom, but their sur
prise needs no expressing,
and can easily be imagined, when they
received in due course not the little red books
at all, but copious amendments thereto !
Last month it was stated in these notes
that we were definitely going to Meerut next
trooping season. No apologies are therefore
made for amending this statement, for it is
in accordance with military practise. We
shall probably not go to Meerut, but may go
to Mhow, or Calcutta, or Poona, or Berrelly,
or anywhere else anyone cares to start
a rumour about. Probably before these notes
are printed (if they ever are) we shall know
quite definitely—subject, of course, to amend
ment.
There is just time to include in this
month's notes an account of our annual sports.
Previously it has been the custom to hold
them on Albuhera Day, but this year, owing
to the Garrison Sports taking place so soon
after May 18th, it was decided to hold them
a week earlier. This was in order to give the
team picked to represent the Battalion a
chance of intensive training so that we may
put up a good show against the Garrison.
An account of our meeting will be found
elsewhere. We have been fortunate in
securing the services as reporter of that
seasoned, experienced, and well known
successful runner, Mr. Andrews, so that any
comments he may make will be well worth
attention. It is sufficient here to state that
the events caused some surprises and a few
disappointments, especially to "C" Company,
who were counting on being second. If they
had been they would have shared the Harris
Shield with "A" Company. "D" Company,
was, however, the dark horse of the day and
unexpectedly came in second. They will need
watching next year lest they come out top.
"A" Company deserves much praise for
producing such an exceptionally strong team,
whilst L/Cpl. Hodkin is to be congratulated

Cricket.

I

30
26
28*

j

2*

23*

9
h
Polo this year has been very much delayed
owing to occasional rainy days which have
just sufficed to make the ground too soft for
play. Our prospect of winning the Subalterns'
Cup or interUnit Cup, or both, are better than
in either of the preceeding seasons. It is too
early yet to attempt to forecast who will be
selected for each team. Last year a forecast
was attempted in these notes, but the
selections did not entirely agree with it ;
possible umbrage, or heartburning is therefore
best avoided by leaving the future to decide.
Before it is time to write the next lot of notes
the tournaments may be over (the precise
date is not yet decided) so a fuller account is
deferred till then.
As the village of Albuhera is only about
two hundred miles from Gibraltar, the
opportunity is being taken by ten officers to
visit the battlefield on Albuhera Day. They
will go by car, and arrangements have been
made, through the courtesy of the Spanish
authorities, to billet in the village for a night
or two. On Albuhera Day two wreaths will
be laid by the Colonel on the monument com
memorating those who fell in the battle one
for our Spanish allies and one for the
Regiment. A full account of this interesting
pilgrimage will be given in next month s
Dragon.
This year we shall be trooping the colour
on the King's birthday on the Alameda.
Already guards have been selected and are
busy practising for the occasion.
We hope this year to be able to turn out an
even better cricket XI. than last year, for we
have several useful new players. Most of
last year's team are still here, so there should
be keen competition for selection. But again,
even as in Polo, it is premature yet to attempt
to forecast the team finally selected.
...
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The Mile Race.

Regimental Sports In Gibraltar.
Owing to " Albuhera Day " falling on Sunday this
year and the fact a party of 12 officers contemplate a
visit to the Battle Field at Albuhera on the 16th May,
it was decided to hold the Annual Sports on Saturday,
8th May. The Sergeants, Corporals and Men were at
home to their numerous friends during the afternoon.
The N.A.A.F.I. catered for the sergeants and men
of the Battalion and Mr. Hayward the corporals ; both
did extremely well and served up a jolly good spread.
Colonel Lucas and Lieut, and Quartermaster A. W.
Andrews visited the Corporals and men at tea.
The prizes were again supplied by Ninnes of Hythe,
who, with the assistance of Major J. V. R. Jackson,
Commanding the Depot, satisfied the competitors in
this respect.
The Committee and Judges consisting of Lieut.
Colonel Lucas, Captains Essell and Wood, Lieutenants
Coates, Crozier, Rose, Milton and Andrews, ably

Tug of War Final. "D" Coy's. Team with C.Q.M.S. Dixon
coaching "B" Coy.
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The Colonel with the Committee.

assisted by a very useful SubCommittee in R.Q.M.S.
Evans, C.S.M. Williams, C.Q.M.S.'s Lane and Pratt,
C/Sgt. (O.R.S.) Hall, did all that could be desired to
make the afternoon a success.
Special credit must be given to Captain R. J.
Willows, the Secretary, whose untiring efforts in super
vising the whole Sports were well rewarded.
The feature of the meeting was the excellent
running of LanceCorporal Hodkin ("A"), Lieutenants
Mallam ("A"), Foster ("A") and Private Madden
("B". Mr. Foster has recently joined the Battalion
from Sandhurst and no doubt has a reputation both
as a cricketer and runner. I understand that he played
for the County Second Eleven last year and expects in
the near future to be in the County team. One missed
that allrounder and versatile athlete, Mr. Thorne
Thorne who recently retired from the Regiment.
What a pity he did not continue in the service since
Sportsmen of his standing are but few in the Army.

Ladies' Egg and Spoon Race.
Photos by Messrs. Beanland & Malin, Gibraltar]
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LanceCorporal A. W. A. Hodkin ("A") with 15
points won the Paget Gold Medal for the third year in
succession and LanceCorporal Lee (Band) secured
second place with 9 points, adding a Silver Medal to
his already beautiful collection of prizes.
"A" Company won the Sports, also the Harris
Shield for the third year, chiefly owing to the wonderful
performances of Lieutenants Mallam, Foster and L/Cpl.
Fjodkin. These three were the Company leading
" Stars."
It would be interesting if any reader of The Dragon
could give the Regimental record for the various events
since there appears to be no record kept with the
Battalion. I feel sure that if the Regimental record
for each event was printed on the programme it would
give the competitors something more to do than
winning the race.
"D" Company won the Tug of War after a
very exciting pull with "B" Company. Major
Crookenden (Commanding "D" Company) had a lot
to do with their success. This team will represent the
Battalion at the Command Sports on the 28th May.
Mrs. Power kindly presented the prizes at the
conclusion of the meeting. Captain Willows called
for three cheers for Mrs. Power which were given,
followed by a " Tiger."
PROGRAMME.
100 YARDS. .

The finalists were L/Cpl. Hodkin ("A"), L/Cpl. Lee (Band), Pte.
Bartlett ("C"), Pte. Bailey ("C"), Pte. Price ("D") and L/Cpl. Cook
("D.") After two false starts the Quartermaster set them off together
at the crack of the pistol. They all appeared bunched together at half
distance when L/Cpl. Eee and Hodkin gradually came away from the
remainder. Hodkin rose to the occasion and beat Lee by inches with
L/Cpl. Cook two yards away, third, and Bartlett fourth. Time :
10 and 4/5 seconds.
ENLISTED BOYS' RACE.

This was a Handicap arranged by the Band Master and Band
Sergeant. About fifteen boys competed. Boy Saunders won from
scratch, Boy Savage second and Boy Jarvis third. Time : 30 seconds.
880 YARDS.

Lieutenants Mallam ("A"), Foster ("A"), L/Cpl. Lewis (Band),
Pte. Steed ("C"), Pte. Caless ("H.Q." Wing) qualified for the final run.
The two Officers were much too good for the remainder, who fought
out the issue desperately in spite of the Officers leaving them far behind.
Mallam won with Foster five yards away, Marsh third and Steed fourth.
Time : 2 mins. 8* sees.
PUTTING THE WEIGHT.

First, Pte. Jordan ("C"), second, L/Cpl. Hodkin ("A") ; third,
Sgt. Gibson ("D"), fourth, Sgt. Crown ("C"). Winning Putt was 32
ft. 8| ins., the remainder putt over 30 ft.
CORPORALS' RACE.

First, L/Cpl. Russell; second, Cpl. Ayliffe ; third, Cpl. Richardson.
220 YARDS.

Lieut. Mallam ("A"), L/Cpl. Hodkin ("A"), L/Cpl. Cook ("D"), L/Cpl.
Lee (Band), Pte. Bartlett ("C") and Pte. Woolfe ("D") were the finalists.
After several attempts to beat the pistol all got away well with the
exception of Mallam, who was hemmed in and had to practically stop.
Lee took the lead early and appeared to have the race in hand when
Hodkin with a fine burst of speed, again rose to the occasion
and absolutely beat Lee to a standstill 20 yards from the finish. L/Cpl.
Cook, about six yards away, third and Pte. Bartlett fourth, eight yards
behind. Time : 24 and 2/5 seconds.
POTATO RACE.

First, Pte. Steed; second, Pte. Home ("B") ; third, Boy Tritton
(Band).
LONG JUMP.

Finalists: L/Cpl. Hodkin ("A"), L/Cpl. Cook ("D"), Cpl. Ayliffe
("C"), L/Cpl. Lee (Band), Pte. Bartlett ("C"), and Pte. Thurlow ("B").
The jumping was not so good this year owing to the fact that the
jumpingoff board was too broad and raised too much for the com
petitors' liking. First, L/Cpl. Hodkin ("A"), 18 ft. 11 ins. ; second,
L/Cpl. Cook ("D"), 18 ft. 6* ins. ; third, Pte. Thurlow ("B"), 17 ft.
3} ins.
VETERANS' RACE.

About six Old Soldiers turned out for this race. Band Sergeant
Clayton with 28 years' service came out in full running kit which
rather surprised the remainder. Old Jock with fifteen yards start
simply walked away from the remainder. What a pity he did not
think about taking up Athletics about 25 years ago. Such wellknownfj
sprinters of the Olden Days, viz., Stump Curtis, Tom Berryman, Tom
Sayer and Ernie Carter would have had to look to their laurels. Time :
15 seconds.
HIGH JUMP.

First, Sgt. Burville ("A"), 5 feet; second, L/Cpl. Lee (Band),
4 ft. 11 ins.; third, Pte. Thurlow ("B"), 4 ft. 10 ins. and fourth,
L/Cpl, Cook ("D"), 4 ft. 9 ins.

OPEN MILE.

First, Cpl. Catchpole ; second, Pte. Smith and third, Pte. Webb,
2nd Suffolk Regiment. Time : 4 mins. 52* seconds.
A very good race, 40 competitors.
440 YARDS.
Lieuts. Foster ("A"), Mallam ("A"), Pte. Steed ("C"), Bandsman
Smith (Band) and Pte. Bailey ("C") toed the line, for the start. A
beautiful start, was made, Foster and Mallam gradually drew away
from the remainder. Foster won by about three yards from Mallam
who did not appear to exert himself, satisfying himself by running in
second. Bandsman Smith struggled hard for third place with Bailey
who was fourth. Time : 58* seconds.
SACK RACE.

First, Pte. Thurlow ("B") ; Second, Pte. Bamford ("H.Q." Wing).
ONE MILE.

A good field turned out for this event which was easily won by Pte.
Madden ("B"), Pte. Marsh ("C") second, Pte. Chivers ("D") third and
Lieut. Mallam, who had competed in the 220 yards, 440 and 880 yards,
fourth, found the Mile a little too much. It must be mentioned here,
that Mallam sought the advice of the Quartermaster (who had been
asked to compete in the Relay team for 14 Group) whether he should
run or not. The old South African and Army Champion naturally
advised him to run the mile at all costs and run himself right out, of
course having in view that he would be competing against him in the
Relay. However, Mr. Mallam ran a good race. Time : 4 mins. 49*
sees.
CHILDREN'S RACE.

Boys over 10 years.—First, Ronald Clajdon ; second, Arthur Foote.
Boys under 10 years.—First, Percy Lane (son of Tubby Lane) ; second,
Douglas Clayton. Girls over 10 years.—First, May Foote ; second,
Edith Knight. Girls under 10 years.—First, JennV Foote ; second,
Elsie Hook.
Mr. Andrews distributed packets of sweets to the 100 odd children
competing, in addition to the valuable prizes given.
TUGOFWAR.

"D" beat "B" Company by two pulls to one. An excellent
exhibition of endurance was put up by both teams. I hear Major
Crookenden had ordered his team to be fed on plenty of " Plum
Pudding " during the day.
SERGEANTS' RACE—220 YARDS.

This was a handicap arranged by a few of the old birds of the Mess.
Old Jock Clayton's ability was underestimated, the result being that
he added another valuable prize to his afternoon's collection. Sgt.
Gibson from six yards start was second and Percy Ransley third. At
the bend the whole crowd appeared to be in a heap which was broke
up a little further ahead.
LADIES' EGG AND SPOON RACE.

First, Mrs. Burville ; Second, Mrs. Leach ; Third, Mrs. Hall; Fourth,
Mrs. Meakin. All received handsome presents.
INTERCOMPANY RELAY.

This race was the best of the afternoon, in spite of the fact that
everyone thought it was going to be a walkover for "A" Company's
Team. Perhaps Lieut. Mallam, feeling the effects of his mile run,
made a great difference to "A" Company's result. At the first 220
yards L/Cpl. Lee ("H.Q." Wing) handed over to Bandsman Smith,
six yards ahead of L/Cpl. Copcutt ("A") who in turn handed over to
Lieut. Mallam who appeared to be suffering from his gruelliqg mile.
However, he ran extremely well to reduce Smith's lead to three yards
at the end of the 440 yards run. The Quartermaster raced off with his
three yards lead from L/Cpl. Hodkin ("A"), who gradually caught
and passed him to hand over to Lieut. Foster with four yards ahead of
L/Cpl. Lewis ("H.Q." Wing) for the last half mile. A good race was
seen between these two teams with "C" and "D" Company teams
fighting out third and fourth place. Lewis put up an excellent show
being beaten by Mr. Foster by only three yards.
First, "A" Company. Time : 3 mins. 59 sees. ; Second, "H.Q."
Wing. Time: 3 mins. 59 and 4/5 seconds; Third, "D" Company.
Time: 4 mins. 10 sees.; Fourth, "C" Company. Time: 4 mins.
12 sees.
Considering the Q.M. has finished his running career he ran quite a
good 220 yards. I wonder what the Spectators would have said if
they had seen him run 15 or 25 years ago ?
BOOT RACE.

First, L/Cpl. Foreman ("B") ; Second, Pte. Calvo ("B").
second Charlie Chaplin).

(A

THREE MILE.

A field of twenty competitors in this race. Madden ("B") won,
with Lieut. J. R. Williams ("C") 20 yards away ; second, Pte. Marsh
("D") and Pte. Chivers ("D") third and fourth respectively, but a long
distance from Williams. A good race. Time : 15 mins. 59 sees.
It is regretted that the Officers versus Sergeants' TugofWar never
came off. The Officers it would appear, cannot, or at least did not,
care to pull without their old coach, Captain Wilkins, who with Mr.
Oliver and Boucher are in the midst of all the cricket and strikes which
we hope they enjoy while on leave.
We all wonder where our next year's Sports will be held, whether
it be on the Plains or Hills of India, it will no doubt bring new talent to
the fore since the majority of our runners are due for discharge this
year. We look to the 2nd Battalion to provide us with some good
material to enable the Battalion to compete in the AllIndian Athletic
Meeting.^
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Company, 1st Battalion The Buffs.

Winners of Garrison Bayonet Fencing Cup, 1926, Winners of Inter-Coy. Bayonet Fencing Cup, 1925-26.

Pte. Ingram, L/Cpl. Foreman, L/Sgt. Beer.
Pte. Waller, Pte. Stupple, Pie. Ovenden, L/Cpl. Wyles, Pte. Hadden, Pte. Home.
Cpl. Butcher, C.Q.M.S. Dixon, Capt. L. P. Causton, M.C., Cpl. Richardson, Pte. Thurlow.
COMPANY CHAMPIONSHIP.
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LORD HARRIS SHIELD RESULTS FOR YEAR 192526.
1st. "A" Company
... 30 points

2nd. "C" Company ...
3rd. "B" Company
4th. "14" Headquarters
5th. "D" Company
6th. "23" Headquarters
Winners of Football Shield ...
Winners of Hockey Shield ...
Winners of Cricket Shield ...
Winners of Bayonet Fencing Cup
Winners of TugofWar Cup
Winners of Shooting Cup
Winners of Cross Country Cup

...

28* points
26 points
... 22* points
18 points
... 10 points
"14" Headquarter Wing.
"D" Company.
"14" Headquarter Wing.
"B" Company.
"D" Company.
"23" Headquarter Wing.
"A" Company.
S.B,

Novices Boxing Competition.
This was held on Thursday and Friday, the 15th
and 16th of April and drew a large number of entries.
The Welter and Light Weights had to be fought off in
two series owing to the numbers in these weights. The
general standard of the boxing was the highest we have
yet seen in Novice Kvents and with such material
behind it the future prospects of the Battalion Boxing
Team look bright. The weak spots will be the Fly and
Bantam Weights and the Heavy Weights. There were
no entries for the Fly or Bantam Weights in this com
petition and the general standard of our present Heavy
Weights is not up to that of the rest of the team.
In the preliminary rounds there were many good
fights and it is difficult to single out any as outstanding,
but the following fights seem to call for special mention.
Bowcock "E.14" and Packman, "E23" ; Martin, "A" and Cherry,
"A", in the Light Weights.
Walker, "D" and Betts, "E.23" ; L/c. Martin, "E.23" and L/c.
Stocker, "D," in the Welter Weights.
L/c. Williams, "A," was awarded the Good Losers' Medal for a
very game fight against a much better boxer.
The results of the finals are as follows :—
FEATHER WEIGHT.

Isted, "B," beat Townend, "D," on points. This was a very eyen
fight. Both men were fit and wasted no time. Isted was the quicker
and if he learns to vary his method of attack he should do very well
in the future.
LIGHT WEIGHT SERIES "A.'

Bowcock, "E.14" beat Cpl. Jarvis, "A," on points. A game fight
all through, Bowcock was the stronger and was well up on points.
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LIGHT WEIGHT SERIES "B."

Cherry, "A," beat Lind, "C," in the second round. Cherry was
the better boxer and led all through. Lind fought well, but was
knocked out in the second round.
WELTER SERIES "A."

Walker, "D," beat L/c. Martin, "E.23" on points. This was an
excellent fight and a decision was only reached after an extra round had
been ordered by the referee.
WELTER SERIES "B."

Stevens, "D," beat Cpl. Bell, "A," on points. This might be
described as a " dingdong" struggle and so it was, but Stevens got
the best of it. He is a boxer who uses both hands well and should do
well in Battalion Boxing.
MIDDLE WEIGHT.

L/c. Hudson, "D," beat Moore, "B," in the first round. Hudson
shows every promise of becoming a really good boxer if he can quicken
up more. He knows how to hit hard and has a sound defence.
LIGHTHEAVY WEIGHT.

Sergt. Cross, "A," beat Pte. Bradford, "E.14" in the third round.
This was probably the best fight of the evening and was an excellent
example of a real fight to a finish. Sgt. Cross was almost " out " him
self when he knocked out his opponent, but contrived to remain on his
feet.
F. G. CROZIER, Lt.

CORPORALS' NOTES.
Thursday night, no money for beer, and a shilling for a Whist Drive.
Yes, these whist drives of ours are getting more successful every week ;
I even saw one of the old stagers playingone night, but he unconsciously
spoilt it by saying " pennies in."
We were royally entertained by the Sergeants on the first Friday
in the month to a successful social and billiards match. The result
of the Billiards match was a win for the Corporals on games, although
the Sergeants led on points, thanks to Sgt. Clayton and C.S.M. Farrow.
The scores were :—
Sgt. Clayton
...
... 100 L/Cpl. Bourne
...
...
50
Sgt. Burt
82 L/Cpl. Lewis
100
C.S.M. Farrow
...
... 100 Cpl. McCarthy
...
...
67
Sgt. Truby
78 L/Cpl. Russell
100
Sgt. Barton
83 Cpl. Glazier
100
Sgt. Burville
...
...
86 L/Cpl. Mancer
...
... 100
We hope to meet them again, also at Hockey, so as to get ourselves
in trim for bigger game. Quite a lot of Corporals have taken up Tennis
lately, so we have commenced a Handicap Tournament; not many
games have been played off yet, the trouble being that it is very difficult
to get a court.
INCOGNITA.

"A" COMPANY.
The post of company correspondent is apparently not a lucrative
one, as again the regular scribe is out of action with that popular
malady—" Fedup."
Our notes, therefore late, must of necessity be short. Of first
importance is the result of the annual sports, which we again won in
grand style with a total of 38 points, the runners up, "D" Company
getting 24.
Having retained possession of the Lord Harris Shield, it may be of
interest to know that it has been won by us four times, by "C" twice,
and once shared between "A" and "C" since the war,
Of further interest is the fact that all Paget Medallists (postwar)
are in No. 3 Platoon, in the persons of C.Q.M.S. Ravenscroft, Sgt.
Burville and L/c. Hodkin, the latter, this year's winner, is to be con
gratulated in winning it for the third year in succession, and in a very
decisive manner, being the winner of the 100 yards, 220 yards, Long
Jump, and second in Putting the Weight.
The Company offer him their heartiest congratulations.
We welcome to the company 2/Iyt. Foster, who has already made
his mark by his running in the 440 yards and 880 yards, rather a coin
cidence that he should have been posted to No. 3 Platoon.
In the company sports held on the 19th April, No. 4 Platoon scored
the most points, and this event secured for them the interplatoon
" Lucas Shield," for although some of the events have not been decided
this year, they had established a lead that could not be caught.
Having completed our training and firing, and the furlough season
commencing, we were having great hopes, when the strike made itself
felt here, by getting leave stopped ; however, we are all ready for the
word "Go."
By the way, we are in great hopes of retaining our badge of best
shooting company, for our results this year are much better than last,
but we shall not be satisfied until the rifle average is over the first class
average.
Pte. West is to be congratulated on getting company shot with an
aggregate of 321. Our sympathy is extended to last year's company
shot who is afraid the weight to be taken off his sleeve will overbalance
him.
The Marriage and Births' columns should be carefully noted;
the company seems to be going fairly strong.

Things we want to know.
How many company shots are allowed in one company in the same
year.
Who has taken over permanent relief for N.C.O.'s on guard ?
Who was it fired his course with his eyes open this year, and does
he do better when he closes both ?
TROOPER."

"B" COMPANY.
Since last month's notes the platoons have been competing for the
McDouall Shield, which is a company affair. On the 10th instant,
No. 6 Platoon met No. 5 Platoon in the football, No. 6 Platoon losing
by 4 to 2. The Bayonet Fencing has been fought off, Nos. 6 and
8 Platoons being knocked out.
On the 12th instant, the company held their sports day at North
Front. No. 6 Platoon won the day, and we extend our congratulations
to Ptes. Madden, (Chink) and Hogben on their excellent running.
Dinners and teas were served up in a hut and everybody enjoyed them
selves.
Everyone is now in training, because the battalion sports come off
next month, and we hope to do well. Up to the present, "A" Company
is one point the lead of us in the Harris Shield Competition. The
remaining events to be finished off now are the sports next month and
the TugofWar. Yes, we did notify "A" Company, or rather the
Champion Company, in last month's notes, that we had purchased the
cleaning material, but we do not think it will be a dead loss to us, Mr.
ExBung.
The Danker company team has played many friendlies during the
month, and we hear that many " Pros " are to be seen at North Front
in the evenings, and we hear that " Munkies " is signing professional
forms for a civilian club here next season.
The cross country run for points towards the McDouall Shield took
place on the 28th instant, the first eight men of each platoon to count.
We offer our congratulations to L/Cpls. Brown, Braun, and Morbley,
on their recent promotion.
C.H.

Things we want to know.
Is it right that L/Cpl. Hump has now learnt to run a Duty Rooster,
and was he educated at Harrow ?
Has Hoc'O heard from Possey lately ?
Has Badger become a friend of Mr. Jones since he has been
employed ?
Who is the N.C.O. who thinks that he is the most efficient in his
company, and said that the velocity of a bullet is 2,440 square feet
per second ?
Is Angel training his voice so that he can resume his old trade in
civvie life ?
Will Punch lose his job in the room this year, and has Aggie been
detailed to take over from him ?
Where did Chester get his hedification from, and did he ever belong
to the Corps of Military Acquaintance ?
Did Roker have an unexpected threat from home which has caused
him to try and extend his gallant service ?
Who was the N.C.O. who mounted guard, S
O
" ?
If it had not been for Chester, would 6 Platoon have stood a chance
on Sports Day ?
Why did the N.C.O. of Wembley shave his tash off, was it because
he was deficient of a dry scrubber ?
Who was the N.C.O. who tried to fry hardboiled eggs, and did he
succeed ?
Who was the N.C.O. and four men, chasing mice about 11.30 p.m.,
and did they think they were bullfighting ?
Where did L/Cpl. Lewis draw up the "Felix" that we had for
dinner ?
Why did a certain Guard Commander have to go to Carolina Battery
and was " Joe " in a chip aite ?
What was the cause of " Punch " falling ill, was it because he had
Did " Blower " get tripe fever and did it make him talk in his sleep ?
C.H.

"C" COMPANY.
This has been one of the most interesting and exciting months
for some time. The Company has been like a beehive, what with
Company Training, training for Harris Shield Sports, Company Sports
and Boxing, there is plenty to occupy our time, and keep us out of
mischief.
We held a Company Novices Boxing Tournament which turned out
a great success, and brought to light some promising talent. I have
not room to speak of each fight, but suffice to say there were many
jolly good "scraps." The winner of "Feather Weights" was Pte.
Beale ; " Lights," Pte. Ash beat L/c. Dudley in the final. Dudley is
what is known as a " dark horse " and had it not been for the fact that
he was tired through having to fight without much interval between
fights, he would have given a much better account of himself.
Pte. F. Clifton met Pte. H. Gore in the final cf the " Welter
Weights." Gore was much more experienced than Clifton, and knocked
him out in the first round. Pte. King and Pte. Snelling met in the
final " Middle Weights," King who was the better and landed more
punches, won on points. We congratulate those who entered, some
for the first time, on making such a good show, (at any rate if they did
lose they did turn up). We also entered one or two for the Battalion
Novices who put up a very good show, although we did not get any
winners.
Our next event was the Company Sports. This was an extremely
successful day, and what is more, it was a fine day. Mr. Hay ward and
C.Q.M.S. Lane provided us with a good dinner and tea on the grounds.
I should need a Dragon on my own were I to say everything about the
events so I must ask the reader to accept them in chronological order
with the winners and the runnersup.
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" D " C o m p a n y H o c k e y T e a m , 1926.
100 YARDS.

1. Cpl. Hughes.
1. Cpl. Ayliffe.
1.

Pte. Ash.

1.

Pte. Jordan.

1.

Pte. Jordan.

1.

19 Platoon.

L/c. Beauchamp.

2.

L/c. Cox.

2. Lieut. H. de L Walters.

ONE MILE.

2.

Pte. Hatherly.

THREE MILES.

1. Lieut. H. de L Walters.
Cpl. Ayliffe.

2.

Above is a photograph of the Winning Team :—

880 YARDS.

1. Lieut. J. R. P. Williams.

1.

Cpl. Avliffe.

440 YARDS.

Pte. Steed.

1. Pte. Steed.
1.

2.

220 YARDS.

2. Lieut. H. de L Walters.

HIGH JUMP.

2. Cpl. Ayliffe.

LONG JUMP.

2.

L/c. Coshall & L/c. Erichsen.

PUTTING THE WEIGHT.

2. Sgt. Crowne.

THROWING THE CRICKET BALL.

2.

Cpl. Hughes.

2.

12 Platoon.

INTERPLATOON RELAY.
TUGOFWAR.

1. 9 Platoon.
2. 12 Platoon.
In the opinion of many, the competitors for the company will be fit
if we continue to attack the " Rock" from all angles. We played
"D" Company Hockey in the HarrisShield and suffered our first defeat.
"D" played very dashingly with some clever individual efforts from
Lieut. Fox, and won 21. Our team played well, especially Cpl. Ayliffe
who scored the only goal for us, and perhaps with a bit more dash we
might have won.
INCOGNITA.

"D" COMPANY.

Hello ! Hello ! Hello ! is that " the Editor of The Dragon ?
Just hold on a minute, Don Company speaking. Just shake your
receiver, this wire is rather weak. Will you take down the following
notes for inclusion in your next issue of The Dragon ? :—
Since the last notes went to press the Company has won the Hockey
Shield, and once again their Official Designation will be engraved
thereon. The match was exciting from start to finish, the whole
Company turning up in force to support. "C" Company lost some very
good chances which resulted in the Don Team beating them 10

" D " Company's Hockey Team, 192526, and Winners
of the Shield.
Top Row.—Umpire Sgt. Briggs, Pte. D. Stocker, Pte.
P. White, Pte. A. Pratt, Pte. J. Burnett, Pte. B.
Purton.
Middle Row.—Cpl. C. Perry, C.S.M. G. Mould, Lt.
P. R. H. Fox, M.C., Sgt. A. Gibson, L/Cpl. W. J.
Cook.
Front.—L/Cpl. A. Dunk, L/Cpl. S. Priest.
Company Boxing.

The third boxing meeting took place during the early part of the
month and the attendance was up to Cup Tie pitch, hardly room for
the flies to get about.
The following programme went off all right, much to the delight of
our Civilian and Naval Visitors.
There is no need to mention that our Officers took their places as
Judges and TimeKeeper, etc., but we must extend our hearty thanks
to Commander Falls, Royal Navy, for consenting to referee the Meeting.
FEATHER WEIGHTS.

Pte. Smissen v. Pte. Bundock.—Smissen won on points and then
met Pte. Barton, who drew a bye in the first series, in the Final. Pte.
Smissen won after a good fight with Barton.
LIGHT WEIGHTS.

Pte. Pratt v. Pte. Grant.—Pratt won and met Sparting in the Final,
to whom he lost. (This fight went to a standstill, both competitors
beingdone in, but Sparting managed to stay on his feet the longest,
and so won.
WELTER WEIGHT.

Pte. Phillips v. Pte. Blackman.—Blackman was the winner.
Pte. Aslett v. Pte. J. Walker.—Walker won, and went into the
Final to meet Blackman, but Blackman failed to appear and so the
verdict went in favour of Aslett.
MIDDLE WEIGHTS.

Pte. Fox v. Pte. Perkins.—Perkins was the Winner.
L/c. Moore v. Pte. Batstone, L/c. Moore being the Winner, owing to
Batstone having to give in because of leg trouble.
Pte. Perkins met L/c. More in the Final and Perkins won, the
referee stopping the fight, as Perkins was by far the more superior of
the two.
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The following contests were arranged between "B" and 44D"
Companies, and took place the same evening, proving very interesting.
Pte. Morecroft, 44B" Company v. L/c. Priest, "D" Company.—
Priest was declared the winner.
Pte. Isted, "B" Company v. L/c. Pointer, "D' Company, Isted being
the winner.
Pte. Lay, "B" Company v. L/c. Hudson, "D" Company.—Lay
was declared the winner after an extra round of half a minute.
Pte. Pearce, "B" Company v. Pte. Stevenson, "D" Company.
Stevenson injured hi s thumb and therefore retired.
We are now halfway through our Annual Weapon Scramble " of
which it is best to say very little," but still keep up a little Sport as a
sideshow, so as to be ready for the Battalion Sports on the 8th of May,
which will soon be here, and we hope to distinguish ourselves on that
day.
We are also getting ready for the King's Birthday on the 3rd of June,
and what with Slow Marching and Sloping Arms, keeping time with the
Drum, we ought to be perfect on that day.
We very much regret to lose Captain F. A. J. F Marshall, D.S.O.,
M.B.F., M.C., who has gone on leave to France. We wish him and Mrs.
Marshall a jolly good time amongst the Froggies.
Corporal Woollard has been called home to U.K. owing to his
father being seriously ill and we wish him good luck and a speedy
recovery of his father from his illness.
Ptes. Perkins and J. Walker have both returned to the fold after
being away on employment at South Barracks. We are glad that
they are back as they are an asset to our Boxing Team.
We all congratulate Sergeant W. G. Curtis and Mrs. Curtis on the
birth of a daughter.
The following have been appointed LanceCorporals during the
month :—
Sharp, Franklin, Bartlett, S. Stocker, Moore, G. Smith, S. Gardner,
Pointer, and Richards. We wish them every success.
At present there are many rumours floating about Gibraltar, as to
our next Station. Although we know for certain that it is India,
but aseveryone knows, India is a large piece of the Globe and apparently
it has not yet been decided where we shall rest. Before we do move we
shall be losing many of the old deck hands ; these will no doubt be
replaced by younger ones from the Home Battalion or The Depot.
I give below two short stories heard on the Rifle Range at North
Front, Gibraltar. Of course these stories do not reflect upon a certain
member of 15 Platoon who happens to be the only Scotchman we have.
(Ask Phil.)
It was the Scottish Minister's second Sunday in his new parish,
and he had reason to complain about the meagre collection.
44 Mon," replied one of the elders.
" They are stingy, vera stingy.
But"
and he came closer and became confidential—
" The auld Meenister, he put three or four saxpences into the plate
hissel, just to give them a start. Of course he took the saxpences away
afterwards."
The new Minister tried the same plan, but the following Sunday was
a repetition of the others. The entire collection was not only small,
but to his great consternation his own coins were missing.
" Ye may be a better preacher than the auld meenister," exclaimed
the elder, " but if you had half the knowledge of the world, an' o' yer
ain flock in particular, ye'd ha' done what he did and glued the sax
pences to the plate.
Two Scotchmen had planned a long distance walk into the country
and had agreed to meet a a certain place early in the morning—to be
exact, at 5 o'clock.
Only one of the two had an alarm clock, and for a long time they
were puzzled as to how the other could be roused. In thq end a bright
idea occurred to one.
" Mac," he said, 44 ye've got a telephone in your hoose ? "
44 Ay," was the reply.
" Weel," said the other, " when the alarm goes I'll hop oot taeh
public 'phone, and ring ye. But be sure not to answer it, and I'll
noo have to pay the twopence.

Things we want to know.
Who was it who expected a registered Post Card, and did he get it ?#
Who bought a Dragon last month, for the first time in his service ?'
Are we entitled to an issue of candles, now that the electric light is off
in the mornings ?
Chief Stoker,
H.M.S. DON.

HEADQUARTER WING.
Our Company Sports were held for the second year in succession
at North Front "and despite the inclement weather, everybody must
count them as most successful in finding out what the Company has
in the way of athletes.
Under the able leadership of C.S.M. Farrow the committee carried
through the programme regardless of the rain. Over two hundred of
the company enjoyed the dinner and tea on the Sports Ground supplied
under the able management of C.Q.M.S. Hills and Mr. Hayward, assisted
by our Mess Room Staff. The Marquee attempted to upset the well
laden tables by trying to blow down, but was soon put right by a few
willing helpers. We were glad to see a few ladies who braved the
elements during the afternoon and joined us at Tea.

The results are as follows :—

100 YARDS.

1. L/c. Lee.

2. Bds. Smith.

3. Dr. F. Smith.

1. L/c. Lee.
(18 ft. 6 ins.)

2. L/c. Lewis.
(17 ft. 5 ins.)

3. L/c. Cribben.
(16 ft. 9 ins.)

1. L/c. Lee.

2. L/c. Cribben.
HIGH JUMP.

3. Bds. T. Smith.

LONG JUMP.

220 YARDS.

2. Pte. Randerson.
(5 ft.)

3. L/c. Lee. '
(4 ft. 11 ins.)

2. Bds. T. Smith.

3. L/c. Cribben.

1. L/c. Cribben.
' (31 ft. 8 ins.)

2. Pte. Ingram.
(29 ft. 5 ins.)

3. Pte. Bayford.
(28 ft. 10 ins.)

1. L/c. Lewis.

2. Dr. Evans.

3. Bds. T. Smith.

1. Dr. Evans.

2. Pte. Golding.

3, Pte. Finn.

2. Pte. Cary.

3 Boy Ashby.

2. Boj7 Savage.

3. Boy Groombridge.

1. Pte. Howland.
(5 ft. 1 in.)
1. L/c. Lewis.

440 YARDS.

PUTTING THE WEIGHT.
880 YARDS.

ONE MILE.

YOUNG SOLDIERS' RACE.

Pte. Bourne.
Boy Saunders.

ENLISTED BOYS' RACE.
THREE MILES.

Dr. Evans.

Pte. Finn.

Pte. Golding.

Band.

Drums.

M.G. Platoon.

No. 3 Group.

RELAY RACE.

TUGOFWAR.
M.G. Platoon.

No. 1/4 Company.

THE DRUMS.

There are very few items of interest to note for this month, as our
members have not succeeded in attaining that 44 Kruschen " feeling yet,
although a few of the energetic have been down rowing lately. We
have hopes of getting a crack team. (What hopes).
We played the Suffolk Drums at Buena Vista, but we lost by 247
points. Recently we had a return game at the Garrison Recreation
Rooms. We wort by games, but lost the aggregate of points.

Billiards.

THE BUFFS DRUMS versus THE SUFFOLK DRUMS.
Dr. Crisp...
150
Dr. Crook
Dr. Underwood
138
Dr. Arnold
Sgt.Dr. Norman
79
Dr. Burbidge
Dr. Moore
150
L/Cpl. W. Axten
L/Cpl. Beer
150
Dr. Harrison
Dr. Middlemiss ..
150
Dr. F. Biscoe

Total

817

128

150
150
137
129
140
834

Total

Games :—Buffs, 4 ; Suffolks, 2.
Aggregate :—Suffolks, by 17 points.

Things we want to know.

Will Chinny remember to take his drum to pieces now ?
Who is the man who rests his chin on the ledge, when he goes to
wash ?
How much has " Barker " got now, and does 44 Gaffer " take it to
the post office, and why was Jock unlucky ?
W.T.J.S. AND H.C.

SIGNAL SECTION.
Signal training during April has had to remain, to a certain extent,
in the background, owing to most of the section being engaged in firing
for the 6d. per day. The results although not bad, were none too
good, so signal classification is now being awaited to enable the coverted
" tanner " to be held.
Sport we have had in plenty. Rowing seems to have suddenly
sprung upon us and has given us many an enjoyable hour. Foot
ball still remains, but we are eagerly looking forward to the cricket
season, it being rather warm at present.
An intersection PhatTournament was held during the month,
the winners being Ptes. Turner and Gowen. Billiards also claimed our
attention and the results of the Signals v. Drums match are published
below :—
Pte. Flood .
Pte. Feakins
Pte. Ford
Pte. Coveney
Pte. Kendall
Pte. Miles
Total

SIGNALS V. DRUMS.

78 Dmr. Crook
Drm. Harrison
Drm. Arnold
Drm. Burbidge
100 Drm. Hicks ...
68 Dmr. Biscoe

100
100

535

Total

...

Things we want to know.

100

67
83

100
62
100
512

What species of fish like bully beef and cotton wool ? Ask
Bid well.
Is Hooks turning grey over his firing, of course not Lewis Gun
stoppages ?
What is Sparks fighting order, No. 10 ? Ask Toby.
Is Interic a fouling in a rifle ?
Whether Sandy will get his leave ?
Why Googles does not believe in the 44 Cot " ?
COBLER.
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A

The 2nd Battalion.

lbuhera

Day

this

year will not be
celebrated at the Verne by
all ranks together, with
that cheeriness which is
always associated with the
Regiment's great day of the
year. Individual efforts to
maintain the spirit of the
day will doubtless exist :
at any rate they will, as
far as possible, where these
notes are written.
The fact that the
battalion is not in its
entirety at Portland has
probably been grasped and the usual reason
given nowadays for unforeseen circumstances
stands true in this case—namely, the strike.
"B" and "C" Companies had hardly
marched back from Wool and "A" and "D"
Companies marched out to Chickerell, when
we received orders to ' stand by.' The
following week promised some excitement ;
the orderly officer slept over the telephone,
men had to be in barracks at tattoo and only
a certain percentage were allowed out at a
time. The excitement was some time arriving
as a boring week was spent ' standing by,'
but on Friday, May 7th, two large motor
coaches were parked in the square and orders
came through.
"C" Coy. were to move to somewhere early
the next morning : they did, complete with
ammunition, field dressings and rations. After
travelling most of the day, one charabanc
dumped its party at Portishead and the other
at Shirehampton (two villages outside Bristol)
for guards to be found at petrol tanks and a
powder magazine respectively.
To writer, the doings of the rest of the
battalion are extremely vague, for during the
past week he has only seen a policeman and
a civilian who brings the daily rations from
whom he can glean any knowledge of the
outside world.
It appears that the rest of "C" Company
are finding a guard at the Bristol electric
power station, where they are smothered in
oil and coaldust. "A" Company are billeted
on the depot of the Gloucester Regiment in
Bristol, for finding reliefs if necessary. "D"
Company is, presumably, still at Chickerell
and "B" at the Verne.
This general dispersion and the vagueness
of other companies' whereabouts account for
the absence of individual Company and other
notes, which must, together with details of

sport, wait until next month's issue. Every
apology is tendered, but the universal excuse
of the strike is indeed a real one.
SUBEDITOR.
We must begin by apologising for the poorness of
the 2nd Battalion notes this month, but our regular
correspondent through the excitement caused by being
away on strike duty, has apparently forgotten to send
in any news. The whole Battalion has been turned
upside down during the course of the last month owing
to the general strike and the Verne has been like a
deserted village. "A" Company and "C" Company
left for unknown destinations on the 8th and 9th, but
we hear they are returning in the course of the next
few days. "D" Company and the Band and Signallers
are firing their Musketry Course out at Chickerell.
Albuhera Day passed quietlv and we had no
celebrations as there was nobody "left to celebrate but
the big all ranks dance, arranged for that date, is to
take place later. We understand however, that
certain individuals did keep up the 16th Mav privately
in the Verne.
The cricket net has been the only form of recreation
left us up here, not but that has been well patronised
each night. The only other cricket that has taken
place has been one Regimental match against H.M.S.
Marlborough in which we were rather heavily defeated.
It must be added, however, that with half the
Battalion on strike duty and the detachment at
Chickerell we were only able to put a very weak team
into the field.
BATTALION CRICKET.
The first match of the season was plaved on the
19th against H.M.S. Marlborough on the U.S. ground ;
result, H.M.S. Marlborough won by 59.
2ND BATTALION THE BUFFS.

Bandmaster Hewitt, run out
Pte. Cenitt, b Rutherford ...
R.S.M. Dare, b Mills
Capt. Hamilton, b Mills
Capt. Morgan, b Mills...
...
Lieut. Hoare, b Rutherford ...
Boy Rayment, b Mills
...
Cpl. Sawkins, b Mills
Pte. Hammond, not out
...
2/Lieut. Botley, b Mills
Sgt. Beasley, b Mills
Extras

...
...

...
...

...

...

...

...

...

...

6
0
0
0
0
15
2
18
9
12
0
11
73

" H.M.S. MARLBOROUGH."
Commander Dankworth, lbw, b Hammond
Midshipman Sellar, b Botley...
Lieut. Little, b Hammond ...
Lt.Comdr. Coleman, b Hammond ...
P. O, Mills, c Hamilton, b Hammond
SubLieut. Back, b Hammond
P. O. Jackson, c Morgan, b Hammond
SubLieut. Pearce, b Hammond
P. O, Higarim, b Botley
P. O. Duke, b Botley
A. B. Rutherford, not out
Extras

25
2
5
1
37
24
0
14
6
4
0
14
132

BOWLING ANALYSIS.

Pte. Hammond ...
2/Lieut. Botley ...

...
...

... 7 wickets for 41
... 3 wickets for 49
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BATTALION FOOTBALL.

SERGEANTS' MESS.

C o r i n t h i a n Z . v. T h e B o y s .
That famous old club the Corinthian Z. F.C., turned
out on St. George's Day to fulfil their timehonoured
fixture with the Boys of the Battalion.
Some slight alteration has taken place in the team
since it last took the field.
Capt. Backhouse, the
popular vicecaptain, has sailed for W. Africa and his
place was taken by Captain Hamilton, but un
fortunately for the new vicecaptain in the previous
match against the officers' servants he arrived in the
field of play ten minutes late and was deposed from
his office and dropped from the team for a short period
by way of a sharp lesson. His place as the Captain's
right hand man has been taken by Sgt. Smith, our
late goalkeeper and present centreforward. Mr.
Harris of Portland is the latest recruit to the Club, and
in spite of his bulk is a very " nippy " left back. The
Captain of the team, Lieut. D. S. Lister, has been
forced to take up the position of goal keeper instead
of centreforward owing to a premature, but we hope
temporary attack of senile decay.
The match opened at a hot pace, with a good run
down the wing by Boy Hudson. The attack, however,
failed in front of Mr. Harris, who cleared in fine style.
A smart pass from Mr. Hewitt to Sgt. Smith put the
Boys in a dangerous position and a hot shot at their
goal was only saved by a superhuman effort by Boy
Hills, the goalie. A further attack, however, proved
more successful and Sgt. Smith opened the score for
the Corinthians with a hot shot. Shortly after half
time, Boy Toms got the ball on the halfway line and
after beating the whole of the combined Corinthian
team, equalised for the Boys. Both sides by this time
had had enough and decided to draw stumps.

Well, Mr. Editor, our notes this month will be short owing to the
fact that the majority of the Members have been away, namely at
Chickerell Camp and on Strike Duty near Bristol.
During their absence the Verne inhabitants left behind, simply
carried on with daily routine and being in a state of readiness to move
off on Strike Duty should their services be required.
Apparently the Members had a splendid time at Bristol judging by
the stories related to us, since they have returned.
The Members heartily congratulate Sgts. Barsotti, Cox, Fawcett,
and Sidwell on their obtaining a 1st Class Certificate of Education.
To those who sat at the examination, but could not manage to pass,
we all wish every success at the October examination.
J.A.

Billiard Match.

The following are the results of the Billiard Match with Portland
Service Chief and P.O.'s, each game lasting 30 minutes only :—
C.P.R.E. Smith
...
...
77 Q.M.S. Ricketts
75
S.P.O. Etherington
...
94 Sgt. Sidwell ...
...
... 103
C.P.O.W. Rule
105 C.Q.M.S. Austen
71
D.O.I. Gallagther
103 Sgt.Drm. O'Dell
79
S.P.O. Perry
...
...
98 Sgt. Pinchard
...
... 105
C.P.O. Davies
115 Sgt. MacWalter
86
C.P.O. Hurb
44 C.S.M. Simin
93
107

109

THE DRUMS.

Well, Drummers, one and all, here we are again all together once
more, after the strenuous duties of settling strikes. We have been
split up all over the South of England this last fortnight or so, but
now things are looking a little brighter we are looking forward to a
few days' rest at Whitsun.
We shall march to Chickerell on Tuesday for the Annual Course,
which will doubtless lead to many burial services of cross guns owing
to this new Course that has just recently come out. The Band will
arrive back in the Verne today. Things look pretty bad for us, for,
the band who went out to Chickerell with quite a number of Marksmen
only managed to get back with two, but I think we can manage to beat
them.
Well, as regards Sports, there is very little to speak of this month,
but in next month's issue I daresay we shall have a lot to say.
" LITTLE DRUMMER."

THE DRAGON
Things we want to know.
Is it true that the Drum Major is expecting to go through
an operation to have his belt and sidearms removed ?
Who is the man they call " Camel" because he has such a funny
face ?
When is " Trunky " expecting his " Little Drummer " ?
If the Drummers would recommend Kruschen's in lieu of " Eno's ? "
Consult Nutty !
" He who would command must first learn to obey." Is this
Ginger's motto for the day ?

"B" COMPANY.
Once again we are back at The Verne, having arrived here from
Wool on 30th April last. The day was gloriously fine when we left the
Royal Tank Corps Depot, and we looked forward to having something
like an enjoyable march back to Headquarters.
The weather held good until we sighted Weymouth, when it began
to drizzle, and by the time we reached the Chesil Beach, that glorious
stretch of open road, that is the delight ? ? of all those that have to
march along it, the rain was coming down properly. Still all things
have an ending, and we arrived in The Verne in typical Verne weather,
the whole barracks being enveloped in the clouds.
There were anxious enquiries, whether there was a " jazz " on that
night in the Gym, for there had been a rumour at Wool of there being
one that night. There was not, and after having marched the twenty
odd miles from Wool, there were some who were disappointed.
Man's ingenuity has invented scores of things that will travel,
but there is still nothing to beat old " Shank's Pony."
Most of the Company are temporarily employed, as both "A" and
"D" Companies are down at Chickerell, together with some of H.Q.
Wing, firing their annual musketry course, whilst "C" Company are
away on strike duty, somewhere in England.
Talking about strike duty, there are just one or two items of news
that might interest those who are hibernating at the Depot and else
where during these times of stress and strife.
As everyone knows, the General Strike was called at midnight on
Mondav, 10th of May, 1926, and nearly everybody in the Company
thought they would promptly be moved to somewhere unknown. Why
they should be, I cannot tell, but there it is.
Well, we did not move, but we came jolly near it. One night
during the week, we were rudely awakened by the voice of Sergt.
Beasley, informing us that the time had arrived to slip out of our little
cots.
Oh, the excitement, marching order to be got ready, and umpteen
things to have dished out, everyone was on tiptoe to go, and even some
went so far as to get that far ready, as to stand about dressed in full
marching order. Did we move ? Of course we did not. We got back
into bed, and were still there next morning at reveille.
Well poor old "B" stood by until Friday evening, when at five p.m.
we handed over standing by orders to "C" Company, and then lo and
behold, "C" Company moved next morning. Oh, the moans and
groans, that were rife in "B," but still who are best off after all ?
I bet old "C" wish they had stayed.
Well, the jolly old strike is all over, and we are looking forward to
soon being down at Chickerell, trying to knock holes through that
black half circle on a six foot cardboard, that is commonly known as a
bulls eye, why, again I do not know.
There is really not much news of general interest regarding the
Company, for we being the only Company here, we have had no
opportunity of participating in any sport, except one or two scratch
matches with those that are left of H.Q. Wing at cricket, and yes, we
won.
So carry on gentle readers for a little while, and perhaps your humble
will have something interesting for your ears next month.

Things we want to know.

" ECARB."

Since we have got a new method of fixing bayonets, have we also
got a new method of forming up a guard, preparatory to dismounting,
and is a L/Corporal the inventor of same ?
On what tap of the drum does the " Guard Commander " fix ?
Who was it, who had an offer to ride back from Wool, and said he
would sooner march, and is this true ?

Effects
List DXCII. of the names of deceased Officers,
Soldiers and Airmen whose Personal Estate is held for
distribution amongst the NextofKin or others
entitled.—Effects, 192526
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as NextofKin should be addressed by letter
to " The Under Secretary of State, War Office, Caxton
House, Tothill Street, London, S.W. 1," and marked
outside " Effects."
L/Cpl. H. H. Collins, E. Kent Regiment ...
Pte. M. McDonnell, E. Kent Regt

£

8
1
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0 0
1 8
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" Beneath Bell Harry."
Tl^HE General Strike
_1_
has
been upper
most in the mind of
everyone during the past
three weeks, though we in
Canterbury
have
been
affected in only a com
paratively
small
way.
Guard and Picquet duties
in barracks have been
heavy, but it is hoped that
by the time these lines
appear in print, nights in
bed will be back to the
normal once more.
The Boxing Tourna
ment on 13th May did not
draw as large a house as
had been hoped; this,
however, is not really
surprising in view of the generally unsettled feeling due
to the strike. In spite of one disappointment after
another, owing to various competitors having to cry
off, Captain Rice had a really first class programme
arranged with the same number of fights
as had
originally been fixed.
The attraction of the evening
was naturally the four South African amateurs, who
last April, carried away two of the British amateur
championships. Here again they were all successful,
a fact which was largely due to their extreme fitness.
We seldom wish to see a better contest than that
between Minshall (South Africa) and L/Cpl. Grace
of the Lancashire Fusiliers. It was good to see
Q.M.S.I. Mills who has been training the South
Africans and came over with them from Shorncliffe.
C.Q.M.S. Manning bade farewell to the Depot and
the Regiment on 13th May. His loss will he much
felt ; the old hands are becoming all too scarce these
days. We wish him and his family the very best of
good fortune in the future.
Captain E. B. Backhouse stayed a night here on
the eve of his departure for the Gold Coast. We hope
that he will manage to keep as cheerful out there as
he was when he left Canterbury.
We extend a welcome to Mr. C. A. R. Gordon of
the Supplementary Reserve, who is doing a two months
attachment at the Depot.
The cricket team, which has suffered several losses
since last season is shaping well in spite of the
wet interfering with practice. The season was well
opened by a victory over a strong team from Wye
College after a most exciting finish.
A full list
of fixtures has been made and we look forward to a
successful season.
Albuhera Day falling on a Sunday this year was
celebrated on Saturday, May 15th. The weather did
its best to spoil the day ; however, the programme of
events was carried through in spite of Arctic conditions.
A short ceremonial parade was held on the square at
9.15. The Fair organised by Mr. Spear and Sergeant
Major Jones was an ever greater success than last year
and a substantial sum was handed over to the
Benevolent Fund.
The customary Officers' and Sergeants' cricket
match was played in the afternoon, though the weather
was more suitable for football than cricket. Thanks
to a very useful innings by Major Jackson and Captain
Davies and to the deadly bowling of Major Hardy and
Captain Rice, the Officers proved easy winners. We
were very pleased to see Mr. W. H. Rowe who, with
Mrs. Rowe, came to spend the weekend ; we hope
that the former will be able to play some more cricket
at the Depot before he returns to East Africa.
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The Albuhera Day celebrations were continued on
Monday, 17th May, an Officers' and Sergeants' team
playing the Corporals at Cricket, the result being a
decisive victory for the Officers and Sergeants.
Ninetyfour recruits turned out for an intersquad
Cross Country Run in the afternoon. Pte. Lennard
of the January Squad, the first man home, completed
the 3* miles course in two minutes better time than
last year's winner. The December Squad (now in the
Cadre) won the team race easily, a fact which reflects
great credit on Sergeant Ongley's training.
In the evening a most successful all ranks Fancy
Dress Dance was held ; this was attended by a much
larger gathering than has been seen at any of these
dances for a very long time.
On 15th May a party of twelve boys from the Duke
of York's School, all sons of old Buffs, came over. They
saw everything of interest in the Depot and were shown
the Book of Life and Warriors' Chapel in the Cathedral.
Having tried their luck at the side shows in the fair,
they completed what we hope was an enjoyable day
for them by a visit to the St. George's Cinema. A list
giving the names of the boys and the service of their
fathers is included in these notes. It is hoped when
the time comes for them to make up their minds that
these boys will decide to follow in their fathers' foot
steps and that we shall be able to welcome them to
the Regiment.
PARTICULARS OF BOYS AT PRESENT PUPILS IN THE
DUKE OF YORK'S ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL WHOSE
FATHERS SERVED IN " THE BUFFS."
James Edward Brooks, son of the late No. S/207 Private Charles
Edward Brooks, The Buffs, Killed in Action on the 28th September,
1918. Total Service, 13 years 29 days.
Indian Medal, 1898 (clasp Punjaub Frontier, 189798), 191415
Star, British War and Victory Medals).
Charles Claude Walter Ayres, son of the late No. 202430 Private
Charles Ayres, The Buffs. Died on 941918, at Rouen, from wounds
received in Action. Total Service, 2 years. British War and Victory
Medals.
Sidney William Solly, son of the late No. G. 3906 LCpl. Charles
Lednor Solly, The Buffs, Killed in Action on the 9th April, 1917. Total
Service, 2 years 6 months. 191415 Star, British War and Victory
Medals.
William Henry Cadman, son of the late No. 6380 Sergeant Albert
George Cadman, The Buffs, Killed in Action, 2461917. Total Service,
16 years. Q.S.A. Medal (5 clasps), British War and Victory Medals.
William Alfred Cecil Watson, son of the late No. 1932 Private
William Henry Watson, The Buffs, Killed in Action, 631916. Total
Service, 1 year 6 months. 191415 Star, British War and Victory
Medals. A total orphan.
Sidney Arthur Cook, son of No. 5046 Sergeant Lancelot G. Cook,
late the Buffs. Total Service, 8 years. 1914—15 Star, British War
and Victory Medals.
Albert John and Sydney Harold McQuade, sons of the late No.
L/9343 Drummer John McQuade, The Buffs, discharged on Medical
Grounds, on 1st March, 1915 and died on account of wounds at Titch
field on 5121915. Total Service, 16 years. 1914 Star, British War
and Victory Medals.
Henry and William Stevens, sons of the late Private (No. 5755)
Private Frederick Arthur Stevens, The Buffs, Killed in Action 24th
May, 1915. Total Service, 110 days. 191415 Star, British War and
Victory Medals. Total orphans.
Alfred Horace and Frederick Owen Catt, sons of No. 3462 Corpl.
Charles Catt, late The Buffs. Total Service, 21 years. India Frontier
Medal (Clasp Relief of Chitral, '95) and (Clasp Punjaub Frontier, 1897
98).
Ronald Gordon Ashby, son of No. L/6035 C.S.Major C. E. Ashby,
late the Buffs. Total Service, 21 years. British War and Victory
Medals. Good Conduct Medal.

SERGEANTS' MESS.
As I write these notes Sergt. Coaster's gallant band of musicians
are rattling off " Jack Hilton's Medley," which is composed of excerps
from wellknown tunes very popular with the troops. The Band was
also settling down to " La Boheme," a difficult piece of music to cope
with. But these oldsoldier musicians certainly appear to be able to
play any piece of music that m.*y be put in front of them.
On the 29th April, thirtyfour of the members of our Cork Club
gathered together to do justice to a sumptuous supper personally
prepared and served by our indefatigable Cook, Sgt. Rowe, whom we
most heartily thank for the painstaking way in which the arrangements
were made—and carried out.
Our little band of 34 included no less than eleven civilian members,
whose presence added a sort of " Past and Present " air to the assembly.

The guest of the evening was C.Q.M.S. Manning, our worthy Cork
Club President, on his severing his active connection with the Depot.
It is to his credit that he suggested, organised and managed this small
sideshow of Depot life, being ably assisted by Mr. Syd Follett as
Treasurer.
At the conclusion of the supper we transferred our affections to the
Anteroom to hold a " Farewell Smoker " in honour of C.Q.M.S. and
Mrs. Manning, the married ladies attending in full force. We were also
graced by the presence of our officers and their ladies.
Again Sgt. Rowe was to the fore in arranging not only the refresh
ments, but also the programme—one of the finest we have had the
pleasure to enjoy for a long time, and we most gratefully thank the
artists for so willingly coming forward and helping to make the evening
the success it was.
The toasts to our Officers, visitors and the artists were ably given by
R.S.M. Potter and duly honoured in the right style, as were also the
responses.
During the evening R.S.M. Potter recalled the fine record of service,
both at home and abroad, of our departing member—C.Q.M.S. Man
ning—and then asked Capt. Rice (on behalf of the Commanding Officer,
who was unavoidably absent) to make the presentation of a clock,
subscribed for by the members of the Mess, to C.Q.M.S. and Mrs.
Manning. Needless to say Capt. N. D. Rice endorsed all the good things
the R.S.M. had said about our departing member, and in response
C.Q.M.S. Manning expressed his deep regret at having to leave the
service, but was delighted (and so are we too) in the knowledge that he
has both work and a house awaiting him in civilian life, which was
indeed something to be pleased about.
A wedding present from the members of the Mess was also presented
to Sgt.Instr. and Mrs. Fletcher during the evening, and Mrs. Fletcher
was formally welcomed to the " fold."
Our most enjoyable programme was as follows :—
OVERTURE
"Selected "
MR. PARTRIDGE
MONOLOGUE
" Mv Faithful Dog"
MR. EDGINGTON
SONG
"Selected"
MR. C. BARROWS
SONG
" All Clear out of the Park "...MR. WILL CONSTANT
SONG
" Selected "
Miss MCCONNELL
MONOLOGUE
" The Steam Roller Man's Story "
SGT. BRIGHT
SONG FROM
" ChuChinChow "
MRS. BATEMAN
SONG
" Selected "
MRS. CHANNER
SONG
" O'Donnell"
CPL. EDGE
SONG
" The Stoker"
MR. BARROWS
DUET FROM
" Maid of the Mountains".:
SGT. AND MRS. BATEMAN
SONG
"Selected
MR. BARROWS
SONG
"Don't Cry Daddy "...MR. WILL CONSTANT
MONOLOGUE
"Stick to Beer"
CPL. EDGE
SONG
" Selected "
MRS. BATEMAN
SONG
"The Bugler"
CAPT. T. COOK
SONG
"Poor Noah Moore "...MR. WILL CONSTANT
MONOLOGUE
"The 'ole in the Road"
SGT. BRIGHT
SONG
" It's the Poor that helps the Poor "..C.O.M.S. MANNING
SONG
" Parted "
MRS. BATEMAN
GOD SAVE THE KING.

On the occasion of Colonel Kennedy's visit to the Depot,
the members were honoured by having their photograph taken together
with Col. J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., and the officers of the Depot.
A reprint of the photo was issued with last mouth's Dragon.
When one considers the fact that all members of our Mess have
war service to their credit, and in addition also much foreign service,
their capabilities cannot be overestimated, and each one naturally
feels proud to be a member of such a distinguished set of warriors whose
overseas service is summarised as follows :—
All served in France and Flanders during the Great War.
12 have served in India.
6 have served in Singapore.
10 have served in Egypt.
2 have served in Gibraltar.
9 have served in Aden.
2 have served in South Africa.
8 have served in Salonika.
2 have served in Hong Kong.
8 have served in Iraq.
1 has served in Malta.
8 have served in Turkey.
1 has served in Palestine.
The members tender their very deepest sympathy to Sgt. and Mrs.
Larkin on the sad death of their baby son.
C.O.M.S. and Mrs. Manning and their five bonnie smiling kiddies
left us on the 13th May for their new home in London, where we hope
and trust the best of luck and happiness will always be with them.
The Albuhera Day Cricket Match between the Officers and Sergeants
ended in an easy victory for the Officers.
Prior to the match we were entertained by the Officers to lunch in
the Drill Shed, when happenings of twenty or even thirty years ago are
revived in the memories of those concerned and referred to yet once
again. We always look forward with great interest to this annual
privilege.
On account of the icy cold wind prevailing only one inningsat cricket
was played.
The Officers batted first and were disposed of for a total score of 71,
Sgt. Coaster (Captain), W.O.II Collins and C.S. Edwards being our
only bowlers.
After C.S.M. Jones and C.S. Edwards had scored 30 for us we
expected to be able to justify our existence, but apparently Major
Hardy and Capt. Rice sent the balls too straight for the remainder of
our side which was dismissed for only 47. Better luck next year.

CORPORALS' MESS.

Things have been very quiet during the past month, in the mess,
due mostly to the Strike and to duty or work it caused.
Everyone has had plenty to do in this line, Guards and Picquets
being very frequent pastimes, but all were managed with smiling faces,
so we were ready for anything.
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Sons of Buffs from the Duke of York's Royal Military School, Dover.
Depot The Buffs, May 15th, 1926.

Boy S. H. McQuade, Boy L/Cpl. W. Stevens, Boy L/Cpl. A. J. McQuade, Boy J. E. Brooks, Boy L/Cpl.
J.
11
Cadman, Boy R. W. Ashby, Boy F. 0. Catt.
Boy C. Ayres, Boy S. A. Cook, L/Cpl. E. H. Watts (The Buffs), Boy Sergt. H.Stevens, Major J. V.R.Jackson
(Commanding Depot The Buffs) Boy Sgt. A. H. Catt, Lieut. A .A .J.N. Fearnside-Speed (The Buffs) Boy W.A .C. Watson.
Waff managed to win the Silver Spoon last month after firing off
the tie with Sam and Chocolate, with a score of 58 and he is quite proud
of the fact, seeing that the practice he fired is not in S.A.T.'s
The competition for the Dart cup is not completed yet, but up to
the present some surprising results have taken place, most of the Stars
having been beaten. Stubber was nowhere in the picture, with Dally
who is somehow a dark horse, also Mac and Sam, whose lives lasted no
further than the first round.
The winner is rather hard to forecast, but Wally at any rate, can be
looked upon as the hot favourite.
All preparations are being made for Abu. Day, a fair having been
arranged for Saturday, so we expect to see one or two members back
on their civil occupations, " Three Balls a penny," or " The more you
put down the less you pick up," etc., on that day.
On Monday our Cricket Team play the Officers and Sergeants
when a good game is looked forward to. We have plenty of shining
lights, and so might get an innings, although it depends on our bowlers,
whom Doug, is thinking of training according to his style.
Mention must be made here of the Tennis programme which all
members seem to be keeping uptodate, Even Nancy is seen wearing
his Helen Wills cap breaking all records.
No one seems to be able to touch the great Mac who understands
all the rules (outside), but has great difficulty to put them into practice.
Rumours are in the air of a big money match taking place shortly
between him and Doug., the latter having boasted of seeing some big
pot play.
We congratulate L/c. Holland or Moggy on winning the Barratt
Cup for the most promising boxer in the Depot, also for carry/ng off
the Eight Weight competition amongst the recruits. We only hope
now that he will be able to help the 2nd Battalion win the Army Cup
next year.
The topic of the conversation now that the strike is over is the out
ing and where it is likely to be this year. Several places have been
suggested including Brighton again so it appears that some have a
special attraction there, but wherever we go everyone is sure to enjoy
themselves.

Good luck seems to have come to the Wireless fads at last as there
is one in the Mess at present on a week's trial with the idea of purchas
ing it, so Doug, looks like being chief mechanic for a short while at least.
By the time next month comes round I might be able to tell of Sam's
progress in the dancing line, as this was his last resource at learning it,
having an eye to real music.
EDMAR.

Trained Men's Notes.
It is the beginning of May and the thoughts of all the Regiment are
turned towards the 16th of the month, as every Buff knows it is a Red
Letter Day throughout the Regiment, being the date of the anniversary
of the battle of Albuhera, at which one of the most heroic actions was
performed by Lt. Latham, in saving the Colours of the regiment. We
therefore look forward to that day with a certain amount of reverence.
Preparations are already in progress here as one can see by the
Sgt.Cook dashing to and fro with several quires of foolscap in his mits
trying to ascertain the number to cater for; also the R.S.M. sorting
out the brainy and idea merchants for the purpose of selecting the
best and latest things in sideshows, etc., which are likely to appeal
to the multitude that is expected to roll up. It is hoped that we shall
be able to record the events and happenings of that day before these
notes are handed in for publication.
We must ask you to sympathise with the single members of the
Trained Men, for yet another has been and gone and done it. " Oh !
you know what we mean." Splice ! Married ! etc. ; the venturous
one was Punch Allen, but for all the unfeelingly way in which he has left
us we wish him the best, and as Gammon remarked, we hope that all
his troubles may be " Wee Yins," the same as expressed in last month's
notes.
Well, dear readers, without a doubt you must know that the season
of Spring is with us according to the Calendar, if not in nature, and
once more Cricket and Tennis have taken their places on the Pedestal
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AFRICAN

AMATEUR

BOXING

TEAM.

NAMES (LEFT TO RIGHT) :—

D. K. Gibbs (Flyweight) ; D. D. McCorkindale (A.B.A. Light-heavyweight Champion) ;
R. C. Smith (Lightweight); R. Minshull (A .B.A. Featherweight Champion).

of Sport and several Trained Men can be seen trying to solve the Rules
and Laws governing Tennis. It is better than listening to a couple of
CrossChat Comedians to listen to the complimentary remarks passed
between a couple of the Clan playing their first game. This is the usual
vocab.:—
A. " Forty Love."
B. "Who the H——yer calling luv ? fink yer talking to yer fancy
bit in Military Road ? "
A. " Oh ! Alright, your serve, Dear."
B. " Ow many more times 'ave i got ter tell yer to stop a calling me
those luv stuff names ?."
A. " Right' o, your serve again.''
B. " What have I dot ter serve 'en ? fish and tatters ? "
A " NO ! you Brainless, Ugly, nearest approach to ape ever born,
the balls."
(B serves the balls which eventually finds restingplaces near the
vicinity of the Hospital grounds).
B. " Well, 'ows that ?
A. " You blivering idiot, what do you think you're playing, Golf
or Hockey ? "
B. " Why ! you suffering son of a sanitary wallah, take that."
N.B.—That was a Racket and the result of the match was damages all
round, both Physical and those payable through the P. and M.
Book.
A.H.D.S.

Things we want to know.

Where the Head of the (R's) spends his weekends, London or
Chatham ?
In whose Rifle Barrell was Owen found when trying to dodge a
parade ?
How did our Company Clerk contract " Office Eyes " ?
If our Bath House Man can tell us the cost of a window ?
Would " Donkey " exchange some of his Black Cat coupons in return
for coupons off New Pin Soap ? (Danker).
If so, at what rate of exchange ?
Who's R.E.D.H.O.T. ? Is it the great B.B. ?
Who said " I WILL" twice at his wedding ? What was his hurry ?
What will a 22bob Motor Cycle do ? and why did Tim hurry the
deal ?
If it is right that members of the Band are anticipating to buy
Motor Cycles out of their Engagement Pay ?
Who was the T.M. who was seen with a glass of beer in one hand and
a Doughnut in the other ? (Ask Claude).

Cook-House Whispers.
Recruit. " When do you finish, Cook ? "
Cook. " Not until I burst."
Recruit. " Well, that won't be very long, will it ? "
Cook. " Give us a kiss and I'll give you a ham sandwich."
Recruit. " Blimmey S I'd sooner go hungry first."
Is it correct that since the Coal Strike things in the Cook House
have been looking very black (i.e.) especially the Cook's Meat Pies) ?

D

Boxing.

ESPITE almost insuperable difficulties caused by

the general strike, a boxing programme was
staged at the Cavalry Gymnasium, Canterbury, last
(Thursday) night, and proved a most entertaining
affair. Owing to the train dislocation, the team of
Olympic champions from Wales was unable to make
the journey, whilst other clashes had to be cancelled.
Capt. N. D. Rice, The Buffs, who was responsible for
the arrangement of the bouts, is to be warmly con
gratulated upon the large measure of success which
attended his heartbreaking task of fixing
up new
contests and for bringing off a really capital show.
A feature of the evening's boxing were the excellent
displays given by four leading exponents of the noble
art from South Africa, who have come over to this
country to take part in the British amateur champion
ships. All were class men, and their speedy, clever
work was greatly admired.
Major J. V. R. Jackson, before the proceedings
commenced, in a characteristically happy speech,
expressed pleasure that a few of the Canterbury belles
had responded to his appeal to join them, and expressed
the hope that more ladies would be seen at those
boxing events. He mentioned that Captain Rice had
done all the spadework in connection with that
tournament, and the disappointments which had been
caused owing to the strike, and especially voiced his
appreciation of the fact that the splendid sporting
team from South Africa had come to their rescue.
(Loud applause). He also thanked all who had given
assistance in connection with the tournament.
Under the circumstances, the attendance, though
not so large as the show merited, was satisfactory, and
the generally skilful and wellcontested bouts afforded
very keen pleasure. The official duties were ably
carried out as follows: Referees: Flying Officer
G C Anne, O.B.E., Hon. Secretary, R.A.F. Boxing
Association; Lieut. I. U Cronyn, Royal Irish

THE
Fusiliers ; Judges : Capt. N. D. Rice, The Buffs,
Lieut. A. J. Bridgeman, Lancashire Fusiliers, and
Lieut. B. D. S. Porter, King's Dragoon Guards ; M.C. :
Sgt.Instructor T. Fletcher, A.P.T.S. ; Timekeeper :
R.S.M. F. W. Potter.
Finals of the Buffs Recruits' Championships.
B ANTAMWEIGHT.
Pte. A. Eades beat Pte. E. Hobbs on points. The
winner made effective use of a straight left, and was
generally the superior man, but Hobbs, a strong, willing
lad, kept him very busy.
MIDDLEWEIGHT.

Pte. E. Pemberton beat Pte. T. Crampton. After
a sparkling opening, the men indulged in longrange
sparring. Pemberton, who dropped his opponent in
the second round, scored a cleancut win, but both men
were a little lacking in enterprise.
LIGHTWEIGHT.

L/Cpl. G. Holland—a lad of considerable promise—
beat Pte. A. Mansfield. Holland made the pace a
cracker and built up a big lead by means of hurricane
twohanded work in the first round. At the second
meeting, Mansfield, after being receiveringeneral,
was defeated by the k.o. route.
FEATHERWEIGHT .

Pte. R. Taylor beat Pte. H. Amer. This was a
very short affair ; Taylor, with a hard right to the
head, caused his man to take the count in the first
minute.
WELTERWEIGHT.

Pte. Broom beat Pte. Willson after an extra round
had been ordered. Broom was the more aggressive of
the pair, but Willson generally held his own in some
gather cautious exchanges.
Final, 10-Stone Championship Recruits, Cavalry
DEPOT.

Trooper Earles beat Trooper Mawhood on points.
In a fast, clean setto, the men mixed it freely. Every
moment of the fight was brimful of interest. Mawhood
did best at the second meeting, but in the third round
Earles, by incisive hitting, twice sent his man down
and was a good winner. Both men were deservedly
applauded at the close.
DEMONSTRATION.

A demonstration of some of the rules of boxing
was given by Lieut. I. L. Cronyn, Army Physical
Training Staff, assisted by Q.M.S.I. Mills (The Buffs),
A.P.T.S., and StaffSergt. H. R. Monro (Cavalry
Depot), A.P.T.S. Examples were given both of what
should be done, and what should not be done, in the
ring, in an exhibition which was extraordinarily
instructive.
SPECIAL 3ROUND CONTEST.

ColourCpl. McCarragher v. BovSergt. D'Arcy
(both of the Duke of York's School, Dover). This
was a very exhilarating bout. The lads from start to
finish fought toe to toe, and hammered each other
freely. At the finish, when a draw was declared, they
were given an ovation.
SIXROUND LIGHTWEIGHT CONTEST.

R. C. Smith, South Africa, beat Cpl. R. Birkett,
King's Dragoon Guards, Lightweight Champion,
Scottish Command, 1923. Birkett, who was slightly
the taller man, held his own in the opening round.
Smith, when he settled down to his work, displayed
very clever footwork and frequently landed with a
straight left. In the closing round the Hussar was
badly punished, and the referee stopped the fight.
Birkett was a plucky loser.
SIXROIJND MIDDLEWEIGHT CONTEST.
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.L/Cpl. Warre, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, Welter
weight Champion, Bombay Presidency, 1924, beat
Trooper E. Hudson, 13/18th Hussars, Middleweight
Champion, 1st Battle Squadron, R.N., 1923. A fast

hardhitting bout between two willing lads. The
exchanges were hard and gruelling, and there was
very little in it up to midway through the third round.
Then Warre got home with a powerful right to the
point and summarily decided the issue.
SPECIAL THREEROUND FLYWEIGHT CONTEST.

D. K. Gibbs, South Africa, beat Prefect H. E.
Daniels, Duke of York's R.M. School. The Duke of
York boy had the better of some fast exchanges at
the opening meeting, but the South African evened
matters in the second round, and, fighting at great
speed in the third round, he was a clear winner on
points. Daniels, though obviously pretty well used
up, fought pluckily to the end.
SIXROUND FEATHERWEIGHT CONTEST.

R. Minshull, South Africa, Amateur FeatherWeight
Champion of Great Britain, 1926, beat L/Cpl.
Grace, Lancashire Fusiliers. The South African met
a doughty opponent in the Fusilier, who showed
distinct promise. Minshull cleverly varied his methods
and, attacking continuously, well earned the verdict,
though not by a large margin. In the fifth and .sixth
rounds the men crowded on the work and were heartily
acclaimed at the finish.
More should be seen of this
very promising loser at future tournaments in the
district.
SixROUND LIGHTHEAVYWEIGHT CONTEST.
D. D. McCorkindale, South Africa, Amateur Light
HeavyWeight Champion of Great Britain, beat Lieut.
J. Courtis, R.A.S.C., LightHeavyweight Champion
of the Imperial Services, 1926. The men opened
cautiously, but as the fight developed the exchanges
became more brisk. There was a good deal of close
range work, in which the big man from South Africa
excelled. At the third meeting, McCorkindale was
very aggressive and punished his man on the ropes.
Lieut. Courtis held his own in the fourth and fifth
meetings, and showed much cleverness in countering
the persistent attacks of his taller opponent. McCork
indale had the better of some spirited exchanges at the
concluding meeting, and made good use (as did all the
South Africans) of a short straight left, whilst applying
the " hook " effectively. The contest proved a fitting
termination to a splendid programme.
At the close, Major Jackson presented the cup to
the winners and the awards to the runnersup—a
service which was acknowledged by a hearty round
of cheers, at the call of R.S.M. Potter.
(Kentish Gazette).
UNIVERSITY COURSES FOR REGULAR

OFFICERS.

Applications from officers of the Regular Army
desirous of being seconded in order to commence a
university course during the academic year beginning
October, 1926, must reach the Under Secretary of
State (S.D. 3), The War Office, not later than 30th
June next. Applicants must send documents showing
that they will be accepted by a University for such
a course and must be prepared to give a guarantee that
they will continue to serve in the Army for at
least three years after the completion of the course.
Those taking a university course will be required to
read for an honours degree.

How t o g e t " T h e D r a g o n . "
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year <?/-, 6 months 4/-, 3 months 2/-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs
Canterbury.
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The 4th Battalion.
LL events of the past
month are over
A
shadowed by the recent

June are to be cancelled. It is hard to say
what the result will be if it is found necessary
to put this order into execution. A camp
at any later date cannot be a success and no
camp at all can only be a slightly less unhappy
termination to what will have been a most
successful Territorial year. Meanwhile (and
by the time these notes appear, we shall know
the worst) no stone is being left unturned to
have an exception made to the order, at any
rate in our case.
But as compensation seems to be provided
for even the worst ills, so have we too, some
thing to be glad about. We have reached
establishment—636—for the first time since
1922 and have been complimented by the
Divisional Commander on being the first
battalion in the Division to attain this happy
result since the war. Everyone has worked
very hard to reach this result, and it is an

strike, its ramifications and
results. There were many
men of the Battalion whose
Unions saw fit to call them
out. Your correspondent
talked with many of them.
Some were thoroughly dis
gusted and others backed
their Unions with a mixed
sense of loyalty and hope
that somehow better times
iGten&d ier~17*5[j
would be forthcoming as a
result. But of those that
struck willingly very few had pondered deeply.
One or two thought that something could be
done and that reorganization at the expense of
owners would produce world wide benefit ;
others simply refused to
work at " 1,000 feet under
ground for the same wages
as a labourer," or " did'nt
see why they should raise
coal for 2/9 a ton for the
owners to sell at 22/9 a
ton." Even this, incor
rect though the statements
are, is better than striking
" just 'cos others did,"
hoping that no work
would force owners to
present them with Utopia
and a fortune. But one
and all were calm and
cheery. However, as far
as the battalion was
concerned, certain security
Sittingbourne Detachment, Company 1 ranspori.
measures were carried
out,
and
on
the
announcement of a National Emergency, the
achievement of which to be not a little proud.
Terriers closed down. The object of our
There are 19 men due for discharge this month,
existence precludes us from taking sides in
so we must not rest on our laurels and drop
industrial disputes, and even parades were
back again. The final result was due to two
called off. Certain of our members joined
smokers arranged last month, one at Chartham
volunteer formations and, had the strike
on 17th and the other at Margate on 29th, the
continued, a Civilian Constabulary was to have
former organized for us by Capt. H. L. H.
been raised and recruited. Happily, however,
Cremer has resulted in 17 enlistments and
matters did not reach this pitch and we are
prospects there seem so rosy that we have
now hoping to start work again soon and make
applied for a new Drill Station. At Margate
up leeway.
a great show was organized; the Drums
The saddest part of the strike so far as we
came up from Dover and Lt. Warner provided
are concerned is the doubt it throws on our
an excellent musical programme and many
Annual Camp. After all preliminaries had
good speeches. Amongst the speakers were
been worked out, and arrangements made,
the Mayor (chairman) Col. Wood Martyne,
after employers had made up their holiday
Col. Mainwaring Dunstan, Col. Burns, Major
lists and men obtained leave, comes the dis
Leech Lewis and others. A few recruits
gusting news that all camps before the 15th
enlisted that evening and more are hoped for.

THE DRAGON
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.

We are pleased to state that our Company has made great progress
in their annual musketry. Duringthe last few weeks up to the present
time, 87 trained N.C.O.'s and Men have been exercised and qualified
in Part III LG. and 41 Recruits have been exercised and qualified in
Part II Rifle. There is no doubt, had the Great Strike not come along
we should have been able to have exercised nearly every man in the
Company before proceeding to our annual Camp.
Our training in the Drill Hall of late has been devoted to lectures
and sand tray model tactical exercises in preparation for camp. It
is very pleasing to notice how our N.C.O.'s and Men appreciate these
lectures and the increased numbers attending parades.
The monthly spoon shoot took place on the 29th April, 29 N.C.O.'s
and Men taking part. We congratulate LanceCorporal Coster on
being the winner of the silver spoon. It may be mentioned that Eance
Corporal Costen and Pte. Connell both tied with a score of 32 ; both
then, fired off five round snapshooting, EanceCorporal Costen winning
by three points. The Wooden Spoon was won by Pte. Potts ; he
should remember that opportunity is a fine thing, and advantage should
be taken of practice. There were a few of our old dead eyes doing
their level best, but had very hard lines ; better luck next time !
We regret to say that Eieut. E. G. Chambers has left our Detach
ment. No doubt all ranks will miss him as nobody could have worked
harder for its welfare and comfort. He has taken up a new post in
Hampstead near his old home. All ranks wish him and Mrs. Chambers
the very best of luck and success.
We are most grateful to Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C., for producing a
snapshot of our Detachment transport which has proved a great help
to us, in transporting our supplies from the lorry to the range ; our
supplies can be noticed on the cart. We are glad to say the owner of
this transport is an old Buff, Mr. R. Reed.
We are now pleased to say that we have opened up a new Detach
ment at Chartham. This brings our strength up to 190 which I am
sure must be a record. Great credit must be given to all those who
assisted in opening up this detachment. I hear that they are under the
care of our R.S.M. and C.Q.M.S. We welcome Ptes. Shew, Ackling and
Plummer to our detachment at Whitstable ; also Pte. Huggins to our
detachment at Sittingbourne.

Buffs Recruiting Rally.
Drum Parade and Concert at Margate.
Despite a shower which had previously fallen, there was a large
crowd assembled outside the St. George's Hotel on Thursday evening,
when a recruiting rally for the local Territorial Detachment of The
Buffs was held. The Corps of Drums from the 4th Battalion of Dover
beat " The Retreat," under SergeantDrummer Tripp, the Corps being
forty strong. Those present included : Colonel WoodMartyn, D.S.O.,
O.B.E., secretary to the Kent Territorial Association ; Eieut.Colonel
E. B. Burns, commanding 4th Battalion, the Buffs ; Captain C. F. S.
Witts, O.C. "A" Company ; Captain F. H. Keeler ; Lieutenant
G. R. R. Warner, O.C. Margate Detachment ; Captain B. Hammond 
Davies, M.C., CaptainAdjutant 4th Battalion ; R.S.M. Verlander,
Headquarters ; R.Q.M.S. Arnold, Margate; C.S.M. Couchman,
Dover; C.S.M. P. Johnson, "A" Company ; C.Q.M.S. Twvman,
Sandwich ; and Sergeant Buxton.
Following an excellent programme by the drummers, 4he company
proceeded to the Cliftonville Hall, where a free concert was given, and
there were urgent appeals made for extra recruits.
The Mayor (Councillor T. D. Wood) presided, and was supported
by Dr. F. E Nichol, J.P., Colonel E. O. Skey, J.P., Colonel F.
M. Dunstan, Colonel WoodMartyu, D.S.O., O.B.E., Major A. Leach
Lewis, Councillor H. J. Bines, and others.
Letters of regret for absence, and wishing the rally every success,
were received from H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, the Marquis of Camden
and the Hon. Esmond Harmsworth, M.P.
In opening the rally, Lieutenant G. R. Warner said that the event
had been organised to gain the interests of local citizens in the Margate
Detachment of the Buffs, and, if possible, to obtain recruits sufficient
to make the detachment up to strength. They urgently needed twenty
men in the Company, and he appealed to any young man present to
come forward and make that an accomplished fact.
His Worship the Mayor, who had an enthusiastic reception, ex
pressed his pleasure at being asked to preside, and said he would do
anything he could to help in the matter. He hoped there would be no
difficulty in obtaining the extra recruits. There were a large number
of ladies present, and as they all knew, men were greatly influenced by
women, and, therefore, he appealed to the ladies to use their influence
in urging the menfolk to join the local detachment of Territorials.
Eloquent appeals were afterwards made on behalf of the detachment
by Colonel F. M. Dunstan, Colonel WoodMartyn, Dr. Nichol,
and others, and the advantages of membership of the detachment were
outlined. A special appeal to employers was also made. Every item
of entertainment was heartily applauded. Those who appeared were
Lieutenant Warner (baritone), Mr. Douglas Brown (tenor), Mr. Curley
Page (comedian), Mrs. Norman Landreth (soprano), Mr. Stone (phono
fiddle), Mr. Percy Owen (baritone), Miss D. Stebbing (soprano), and
Mr. C. Slatter. Several highly appreciated selections were also given
by an orchestra from the R.A.F. Station, Manston.
SMOKING CONCERT AND RECRUITING MEETING.

A well attended smoking concert was held in connection with the
local company of the 4th Buffs at the Drill Hall, Cromwell Road,
Whitstable, on Wednesday evening. Lieutenant Turner (commanding
the local company) presided and was supported by Major Collard
(second in command of the battalion), Captain Davis, M.C. (adjutant),
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Captain D. J. Dean, V.C. (commanding "B" Company), Lieutenant
Chambers (Sittingbourne), and there were also present R.S.M. Ver
lander, and Sergeant Freeman, of Sittingbourne (the permanent
instructor).
Colonel Burns was unavoidably absent as he had been appointed
Chairman of the Yalding branch of the British Legion and had
a special meeting that evening.
During the proceedings Major Collard addressed the gathering.
He expressed the pleasure it gave him to be present at the invitation
of Lieutenant Turner. He understood they held an annual smoking
concert and of course they liked to turn those occasions as far
as possible into recruiting meetings and to try to get hold of a few
extra men, and he hoped from among those present that evening they
would get a few to join the 4th Buffs. The Battalion had been
recruiting fairly hard during the previous few weeks and some of the
meetings they had held had been very successful. For instance at
Littlebourne they had now nearly forty men whereas two months ago
they had not any. That sort of thing helped and he believed he was
right in saying that when they got fourteen men more they would be
shutting down because they would not have room for any more, and
he did not want the young fellows present to miss the chance. Next
week a recruiting meeting was being held by the British Legion at
Chartham and they were very optimistic over there. If they got the
fourteen they wanted they would arrive at a point they had been
aiming at for some time and it would be a great satisfaction to the
commanding officer and to all of them. There were many advantages
from joining the Territorials. They got a fortnight in camp and they
got their pay as a soldier, and a fortnight in camp was not a
bad holiday. There was a certain amount of work, but there was not
too much. They had to sign on for four years which was not a very
long period really and if anything happened there was always
a way out. They had a certain number of drills to put in, but
they were not too many and they were not very strenuous and he
thought there was a lot of fun obtained. Having become an efficient
and trained soldier they drew £2 10s. and 10s. for musketry, and as
it was served out just before Christmas it came in very useful. Major
Collard asked employers of labour to allow their men off for camp if
they could possibly do so, for there was one great thing to be said for
the Territorial soldier and that was that he cost the country much less
than a regular soldier.
As a result of the meeting three recruits joined the 4th Buffs.
During the evening the musical programme was contributed to tw
Messrs. E. J. Bookes, W. Burden, »S. Spratling, J. W. Smith, S. V.
Strange and Newman. Mr. Phillips was at the piano.

Mrs. Smithers.

M

THE ' HUNT ' AND WHAT IT LED TO.

OST of us know the ' Queen's Avenue,' Aldershot,
that ideal promenade connecting the North and
South camps, and generally recognised as the special
rendezvous for married families. We are, no doubt,
also very familiar with the " Wellington Avenue ' that
delightful thoroughfare forming part of South Camp,
which has a special attraction for charming spinsters on
Sunday mornings, when it goes under the name of
the ' Church Parade.' It is said that the quantity and
quality of the ' glad eyes ' given away by these damsels
during the short time it takes a battalion of Infantry
to pass on its way to Church not only seriously disturbs
the absorbing interest that otherwise would be taken
by the troops in the sermon, but it is on record that a
side drummer once twisted off his neck and several flute
players have gone crosseyed in frantic endeavours to
reciprocate and continue playing at the same time,
it was whilst strolling along the ' Queen's Avenue '
that Mrs. Smithers—who was out giving the family
an airing—bumped against Mrs. Scrubbers, bent on
a like errand of mercy.
" Good morning, Mrs. Scrubbers, I suppose yer
asn't seen the meet pass by—as yer ? I 'card as 'ow
it was a coming this way and I do 'opes it aint gorn.
" The meat, Mrs. Smivvers ? No ! I aint seen any
meat go by since I've been out, but I did 'ear my ole
man say as 'ow the orderly orficer fainted when 'e put
'is nose to it at the ration shed this morning. I under
stands no one would be surprised to see the beef go for
a walk as it must be lonely now there aint any
mutton."
" My dear Mrs. Scrubbers, whatever is yer talking
about ? I said nothing about butcher's meat. Can't
yer see I'm talking about the meet for the unt—not
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the 'unt for the meat. I do as me symphony for yer
Mrs. Scrubbers, as I knows yer never 'ad ^ the
opportunities that I 'ad for knowing these things.
" Oh, I sees," replied Mrs. Scrubbers, then, looking
towards the South Camp end of the Avenue she espied
what she thought was a troop of cavalry in the
distance. As the force got nearer she turned to her
friend and exclaimed—" I say, Mrs. Smivvers, whats
all them ' orses acoming along ? My word, look at
them lydies on 'orseback. Why, they dresses and rides
just like the men does and I've never seen that before.
" Now don't get excited my dear " answered Mrs.
Smithers; "its only the meet agoing to the 'unt
that I was telling of. Of course, Mrs. Scrubbers, the
lydies dresses are only an 'abit they gets into these
days, but they don't sit on the 'orses like they used to
do when I was young. In them days we 'ad to sit on
the side of the saddle, and although I don't likes to
mention it my dear, I remembers 'aving such a nasty
fall when
"
" That man 'it the donkey too 'ard wiv the stick
wasn't muvver " interjected little Jacky Smithers.
" Shut up you little wretch " shouted Mrs. Smithers,
at the same time giving her offspring an extra pinch
on his vaccination marks. " Can't yer keep yer mouse
trap closed and try to be as good as Mrs. Scrubber's
baby, eh ?"
" My dear Mrs. Scrubbers, my boy tells such 'orrible
untruths that I wonders whatever 'eel become when
'e grows up. It seems to me that 'ees a going the right
way to be a noncommissioned orfieer or summit like
that, and it wouldn't surprise me if 'e didn't go even
'igher than that. Yer know, I can't trust the little
imp."
At that moment the darling midget in the arms of
Mrs. Scrubbers began to yell, obviously denoting in
no unmistakable fashion there was such an article of
manufacture as a feeding bottle. Jackv looked at the
squalling face of the kid, muttered something under
his breath, then tugged violently at the ribbons hanging
from the large blue and green bow7 behind his mother's
skirt.
" I say muvver " he cried. " Where did Mrs.
Scrubbers get that baby from ?"
" Why, 'eaven of course, and don't ask me silly
questions like that again or I'll give yer an 'iding."
" Umph " answered Jacky, with a shrug of his
.shoulders. " No wonder the angels chucked 'im out
akicking up a row like that." After a few moments'
silence he chipped in again. " You wras wrong, wasn't
yer muvver, when j7er told farver yer spotted Mrs.
Scrubbers bring it out of a pub just before it closed one
night."
Jacky this time received one oh each side of the
chops with a firm promise of many more to come when
his father got hold of him. Naturally Mrs. Scrubbers
was terribly upset as the remark conveyed a bad im
pression and surely the boy would not say such a thing
unless there had been some kind of talk.
" I feels so sorry for yer, Mrs. Scrubbers, and I feels
ashamed I brought that youngster out today. As
I was asaying, Mrs. Scrubbers, the arab takes more
after 'is farver than 'is muvver. Yer know my dear,
'e must 'ave 'eard me asaying as 'OWt kind and good
yer was and that yer never takes yer baby out at night
and always give the little dear plenty of grub. It only
shows yer as 'ow very careful yer 'as to be in front of
children like mine, as they do miscontrues what yer
says." Then the one in arms was subject to a
multitude of kisses like bites from a crocodile from
Mrs. Smithers, who afterwards resumed the topic of
conversation.

" As I was asaying, Mrs. Scrubbers, I remembers
when I used to take fence after fence and think nothing
of it. I could show 'alf them there orficers and lydies
'ow to do it now as I aint forgotten it, I can tell yer."
" I'm surprised at yer talking like that Mrs.
Smivvers, as yer're the last person I would suspects of
pinching wood. It might be justified in a coal strike
just to take a little bit for the washhouse copper, but
to boast about what yer steals and offer to show the
orficers as 'ow to do it, is simply awful it is. As igorant
as I am Mrs. Smithers, I'd never do a wicked thing
like that."
" Don't yer talk to me like that, Mrs. Scrubbers.
I'm no thief I can tell yer ; and theres one thing, my
'usband 'as never 'ad to darn 'is own socks like your
old man 'as to do. No, Mrs. Scrubbers, 'e never
volunteered to scrub the tables in the barrack room
just to pinch the soap to wash my kids wiv ; I can
afford to buy 'em Lux and let 'em soak and
what's more, I've never smothered my baby's face with
phosphorous to save me lighting a candle to feed 'im
of a night time. Yer've 'urt me to the quick, Mrs.
Scrubbers and when yer brings the name of Private
Smithers into it, allow me to tell yer that even the
Colonel said there's no man in the regiment
behaves like 'e does and that more than your old man
would 'ave said about 'im. I aint no woman for a
row, Mrs. Scrubbers, but if you didn't 'ave yer 'air
bobbed—a thing which I objects to 'ave done to me,
I'd pull every root of it out of yer 'ead for saying the
'orrible wicked things about me and me 'usband."
Mrs. Scrubbers was not in the least perturbed.
She well knew the advantage of having bobbed hair
when women went to war and at the same time
wondered how much of the natural adornment of Mrs.
Smithers could be hauled in at one grab. Giving her
baby a few more rocks she replied :—
" Oh, your language is nasty, Mrs. Smithers. I
never mentioned your old man at all, but as yer said
summit about socks, perhaps yer'll ask 'im to give Mr.
Scrubbers back the pair 'e borrowed orf 'im—and the
shirt if yer don't mind. I feels so upset about it all
that I'm agoing 'ome to bed."
" Yer can do whats yer like, Mrs. Scrubbers, for
I aint going to 'elp yer after what yer been and done."
" Well, Mrs. Smivvers, the doctor said as 'ow I was
to keep a little gin in the place in case I got any
shocks. Its a big one yer as given me today
and I must 'ave a drop quick."
" Oh well, Mrs. Scrubbers, as yer puts it like that
and yer feels so bad, I wouldnt let yer dream of agoing
'ome alone. No, Mrs. Scrubbers, we aint 'ad a cross
word in our lives and we aint agoing to start now—are
we ?"
(Continued in August).
J.K.
Regimental Gazette—continued.
6283275 Pte. E Daniels, "B" (Ch), 17426 ; 6283271 Pte. D. Fisher,
"B" (Ch), 17426 ; 6283270 Pte. S. Harrison, "B" (Ch), 17426 ;
6283263 Pte. H. Knight, "C" (H), 30326 ; 6283267 Pte. R. Matcham,
"B" (L), 15426; 6283262 Pte. W. Oakes, "A" (S), 30326;
6283277 Pte. F. Pilcher, "B" (Ch), 17426 ; 6283268 Pte. A. Pollard,
"B" (L), 15426 ; 7040347 Pte. J. Stevens, "D" (D), 3226 ; 6283269
Pte A Wood "B" (L), 15426; 6283265 Pte. W. Worsdell,
"D" (D), 14426 ; 6283285 Pte. F. Castle, "A" (R), 27426 ; 6283282
Pte. E. Coleman, "B" (Ch), 17426 ; 6283284 Pte. C. Collins, "A"
(S) 26426 ; 6279783 Pte. N. Greenstreet, "D" (D), 14426 ; 6283279
Pte. A. Hadlow, "B" (L), 31326 ; 6283280 Pte. J. Haines, "C"
(Hk), 15426 ; 6283281 Pte. D. Harrison, "B" (Ch), 17426 ; 6283283
Pte. P. Richards, "A" (S), 19426 ; 6283278 Pte. V. Rogers, "B"
(L), 31326.
DISCHARGES.

6281504 C.Q.M.S. J. Burton, "B" (Canterbury), discharged under
para. 1933 T.A. Regs. : w/e from 11526.
6281307 Pte. H. C. Fancett, "C" (H), discharged w/e from 18426
having enlisted into Regular Army (R.W. Kent Regt.)
6283232 Pte. R. Foad, "D," discharged w/e from 9526 having
joined Regular Army (Buffs).
6283219 Pte. A. Tolhurst, "B" (S), discharged w/e from 9526.
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
Major H. A. B. Ternan, O.B.E., having attained age limit of liability
to recall, ceases to belong to Reserve of Officers (May 16th).
Lt. G. C. M. Brown, M.C., is restored to the establishment (Dec.
9th, 1925).
Sec.Lt. W. J. Parrett, resigns his commission (May 12th).

The 1st Battalion.
STRENGTH.

6278720 Cpl. H. Hart and 6278748 Cpl. I. Waghorne, transferred
to Army Reserve, 6426 and struck off strength accordingly.
2730633 Pte. H. Batho, transferred from Military Foot Police,
10426 and taken on strength from that date.
EMBARKATIONS.

6279257 Pte. J. Larkin, embarked at Gibraltar, 1426 for transfer
to the Army Reserve.
6280340 Pte. C. Moore, embarked at Gibraltar, 28426 for discharge
by purchase.
EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

The following were awarded 2nd Class Certificates at an examina
tion held in Gibraltar on 23226 :—
6280990 L/c. Sinclair, 6281493 L/c. Jamieson, 6281732 Pte. Rab
beth, 6281437 Pte. McKenna, 6281916 Pte. Salmon, 6279254 L/c.
McMahon, 6280440 L/c. Erichsen, 6281604 Pte. Barber, 6280221 Pte.
Phillips, 6281696 Pte. W. Dickens, 6279897 Pte. Briggs, 6281403 L/c.
Veitch, 6281130 L/c. Barden, 6281558 Pte. Finnis, 6279366 Pte.
Osborne, 6281118 Cpl. Richardson, 6279716 L/c. Edwards, 6281336
L/c. Beauchamp, 6281124 Pte. Burt, 6279926 Pte. Osborne, 6280002
L/c. Priest, 6280452 Pte. P. Redman.
The following were awarded 3rd Class Certificates at an examina
tion held in Gibraltar on 23226 :—
6282031 Pte. Berry, 6280226 Pte. Bone, 6282076 Pte. Johnson,
6734002 Pte. Weight, 6282388 Boy Dudman, 7144349 Pte. McGann,
6281810 Pte. Finnis, 6278678 Pte. Dent, 6281728 Pte. Barton, 6281777
Pte. Sharpe, 6282020 Pte. Bird, 6281956 Pte. Brown, 6280591 Pte.
Barker, 6282742 Boy Ross, 6281902 Pte. Brace, 6279307 Pte. Carpenter,
6281620 Pte. Pratt, 6280991 Pte. McNally, 6279360 Pte. Steed, 6281489
Pte. Gardener, 6279270 Pte. Mercer.
PROFICIENCY PAY.

The following are granted Proficiency Pay from 23226 to 30626 :
6281118 Cpl. Richardson, 6279716 If/c. Edwards, 6280440 L/c.
Erichsen, 6279254 L/c. McMahon, 6281124 Pte. Burt, 6279926 Pte.
Osborne, 6280221 Pte. Phillips, 6280452 Pte. Redman, 6280990 L/c.
Sinclair, 6281493 L/c. Jamieson, 6281403 L/c. Veitch, 6281732 Pte.
Rabbeth, 6281337 Pte. McKenna, 6281916 L/c. Salmon, 6279366 Pte
Osborne.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

7144349 Pte. McGann, 6278686 Pte. Williams, 6282036 Pte. Skinner,
6281916 Pte. Salmon and 6280253 Pte. Thorneycroft, appointed unpaid
LanceCorporals, 6426. (AuthvM.H.Q., Gib. CR/16085/A,
dated 7426).
6278607 L/c. Selway, promoted Corporal, 20326 vice Wilcox to
Army Reserve.
6280074 L/c. Chandler, promoted Corporal, 7426 vice Hart to
Army Reserve.
6279995 L/c. Glazier, promoted Corporal, 7426 vice Waghorne to
Army Reserve.
6278863 Cpl. (O.R.C.) W. Green, promoted Sergeant (O.R.C.)
w.e.f. 9426 under Art. 733 Royal Warrant. (Authy :—Officer
i/c Records letter R/5078 dated 13426).
The following are appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals, 10426 :—
6281577 Pte. Bartlett, 6281489 Pte. Gardner, 6282509 Pte. Franklin,
6279301 Pte. Moore, 6278884 Pte. Pointer, 6281932 Pte. Smith, 6281704
Pte. Stocker, 6281777 Pte. Sharpe, 6280675 Pte. Richards.
6278635 Bdm. A. Morlev, appointed Unpaid I,anceCorporal, 234
26 :—
6281598 Pte. Brawn, 6281401 Pte. W. Morbley and 6281655 Pte.
F. Brown, appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals, 24426.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.
6282035 Pte. W. Kavanagh, "H.Q.," awarded the Special Certifi
cate of Education, 17326. (Southern Command Order 580/1926).
The undermentioned candidates were awarded 1st Class Certificates
of Education at an examination held at Portland in March, 1926 :—
Date of Certificate :—17426 :—
6278571 Sgt. R. Barsotti, "H.Q." ; 6279244 Pte. F. Bean, "A" ;
6278493 Sgt. G. Cox, "H.Q." ; 6278391 Sgt. G. Fawcett, "H.Q." ;
6278552 Sgt. F. Sidwell, M.M., "C" ; 6282404 L/c. De L Vroome,
"C" (Distinguished in Maths.) (Southern Command Order 593/1926).
TRANSFER—ARMY RESERVE.

6278811 Pte. L Coley, "A," to Army Reserve, 21426 under
K.R.'s 362 (i) and struck off strength.
7816793 Cpl. C. Ridge, "C," transferred to Army Reserve, 22426,
under K.R.'s 362 (1) and struck off strength.
6282767 Pte. A. Firmston, "A," to Army Reserve, 24426, under
K. R.'s 362 (ii) (c) and struck off strength.
6278471 L/c. J. Greaves, "C," to Army Reserve, 24426, under
K.R.'s 362 (ii) (a) and struck off strength.
DISCHARGES.

6538860 Pte. A. Battell, "H.Q.," and 6282489 Pte. J. Kett, "H.Q.,"
discharged on 26426 under K.R.'s para 363 (xvi) and struck off
strength.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6279053 C/Sgt. G. Ricketts (O.R.S.), "H.Q.," promoted Warrant
Officer Class II. and appointed Q.M.S. (O.R.S.), 19426, under the
provisions of Article 731 of R.W. 1922. (Authy :—O. i/c Infantry
Records, Hounslow, No. R/5068 dated 2041926).
6281709 L/c. G. Saunders, "C," promoted Corporal, 4326, vice
6280097 Ward borne supernumerary to establishment.
6282089 L/c. E. Butler, "C," appointed Pd. L/c. 4326 vice 6281709
Saunders promoted.
6278526 L/c. H. Cary, "H.Q.," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
6326, vice 6278785 Shaw to Army Reserve.
6281714 L/c. G. Gowers, "B," promoted Corporal, 29326 vice
6281708 Richardson posted to Depot.
7339097 L/c. R. Crowhurst, "H.Q.," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
29326 vice 6281714 Gowers promoted.
6282272 L/c. C. Beales, "H.Q.," appointed Paid L/Corpl., 1426
vice 6279220 Muncey to Army Reserve.
6278668 L/c. E. Foster, "H.Q.," appointed Paid L/Corpl., 7426,
vice 6278762 Cooper to Army Reserve.
6282731 L/c. H. Ramsden, "B," appointed Paid L/Corpl., 10426,
vice 6278826 Green to Army Reserve.
6281522 L/c. C. Webb, "D," appointed Paid L/Corpl., 12426
vice 6282153 Drake posted to Depot.
6282691 L/c. W. Good, "D," appointed Paid L/Corpl., 21426
vice 6281318 Sargent reverted.
6281795 L/c. L Baker, "C," promoted Corporal, 10526 vice
6281951 Thomas reverted.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Pte. T. Twyman, attested 19426.
Pte. W. Cox, attested 20426.
Pte. A. Harrison and Pte. J. Marsden, attested 22426.
STRENGTH—INCREASE.

6280340 Pte. C. Moore, posted from 1st Battalion w.e.f. 3526,
pending discharge.
DISCHARGES.

6281742 Pte. P. Hayward, discharged under para. 363 (xvi) (a)
K.R., 17426.
6282948 Pte. A. Robson, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a) K.R.
23426. (Authy : H.C.A. No. 5/844/A. d/13426.
6280340 Pte. C. Moore, discharged under para. 363 (vii) K.R. Art.
1001 (a) (iii) Pay Warrant, 4526. Authy: C.R. Gibraltar No.
18930/A d/8426.

ATTACHED.

RE ENGAGEMENT.

6281266 Sgt. A. Johnson, 6281215 L/c. A. Webb, 6281050 L/c. J.
Flowers, 5172701 L/c. T. Mackevitt, 4th Battalion The Buffs, ceased to
be attached to The Depot, w.e.f. 3526.
6046538 Pte. L Washford (1st Bn. Royal Scots), attached to Depot
for Rations and accommodation, w.e.f. 5526.
6282081 Pte. A. Ansley (2nd Bn. The Buffs), attached to The Depot
for Rations and Accommodation, w.e.f. 8526.

COURSE—RESULT.

6282153 L/Cpl. F. Drake, absorbed into establishment of Paid
LanceCorporals, 12426.

6278408 L/Sgt. F. Baker, reengaged for The Buffs at Gibraltar,
19426 for such period as will complete 21 years Colour Service.
6281496 L/c. H. Hudson, passed Class II. at School of Education,
19326.
MARRIED ESTABLISHMENT.

6278498 L/Sgt. Beer, absorbed into Married Establishment, 20426.
SERVICE—HIGHER RATE OF PAY.

The undermentioned are granted extra 9d. p.d. on completing 2
years Colour .Service :—
6282403 Pte. Message, 6282405 Pte. Chandler, 6282410 Pte.
Gammon, 6282420 Pte. E. Kettell, 6282422 Pte. Tutt, 6282424 Pte.
Houghton, 6282431 Pte. Davis.
STRENGTH—INCREASE—TRANSFER.

6722720 Pte. W. Gosling, joined Battalion on transfer from Depot
Royal Berks. Regt., 20426, under K.R.'s 290 (lv.) Posted to "A"
Coy. Date of enlistment:—191025. Period of engagement:—7
and 5.
STRENGTH—INCREASE—BOYS.

Recruit Boy H. Dixon, enlisted for 1st Battalion The Buffs. At
tested at Canterbury, 12526, for normal period, 9 and 3 (as from
14429). Joined Battalion, 17526 and posted to Headquarter
Wing.

APPOINTMENT.

The 4th Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS.

6281011 Pte. H. Brookes, "C," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 13426 under 1919 rates of pay.
PROMOTION.

6282874 L/c. R. Bailey, "B," promoted Corporal w/e from 26426.
6278065 Pte. S. Follett, "B," promoted C.Q.M.S. vice Burton
discharged w/e from 12526.
STRENGTH—ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined are taken on thestrength
of the Battalion and posted to Companies as shown :—
6283239 Pte. T. Constable, "B" (L), 26326; 6283246 Pte. E.
Patfield, "B" (L), 30326 ; 6283260 Pte. S. Rofe, "C" (B), 30326 ;
6283259 Pte. A. Tompsett, "C" (B), 30326 ; 6283266 Pte. E Arnold,
"B" (L), 15426; 6283274 Pte. H. Beaney, "B" (Ch), 17426;
6283261 Pte. J. Bushell, "A" (S), 30326 ; 6283264 Pte. E Carswell,
"D" (D), 14426 ; 6283273 Pte. G. Chapman, "B" (Ch), 17426 ;
5765532 Pte. R. Coleman, "B" (L), 30326 ; 6283272 Pte. E. Cork,
"B" (Ch), 17426; 6283276 Pte. W. Cork, "B" (Ch), 17426;
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Personalia.

ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget arrived home
G
from Cannes on June 6th looking very
well, and was present at the Dragon Club
Dinner on the 16th ultimo. General Paget
intends visiting the Depot at an early date.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell paid
a hurried visit to the Depot during June, and
was also present at the Dragon Club Dinner
at the Trocadero.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, on
behalf of General Paget, accompanied by Col.
H. Findlay, was at Southampton on the 11th
June to bid " Bon Voyage " to the party of
the Regiment who sailed that day in 5.S.
A scania under Captain H. de R. Morgan, for
Toronto. The party was in the best of spirits
and the accommodation provided by the
Cunard Company was most excellent. We
publish on another page certain correspondence
that has been received from Canada regarding
this visit and also produce a photograph of
the party taken by the Cunard Co. at South
hampton.
The following were unavoidably absent
from the Dragon Club Dinner owing to illness.
Brig.General A. E. Ommanney, Capt. R. K.
Price and Captain H. H. C. Baird. We wish
them all a speedy recovery.
Cables and Telegrams were received from
the following during the evening :—
Col. Sir C. B. Vyvyan, Colonel D. F. Lewis,
Major G. A. E. Chapman and Major Guy Lee.
Colonel Moody was the guest of the evening
and his many old friends were very pleased to
see him looking so well.
Major W. H. Booth was in the chair. Two
toasts only were drunk " The King " and "The
King of Denmark." There were no speeches.
We hear from Mrs. Hickson, who is looking
for a Pied a terre at Bath, how much the 2nd
Battalion Band was appreciated while playing
there during June.

Price Sixpence.

We hear cheery accounts of Brig.General
and Mrs. Finch Hatton who are still at Dinard,
where they have plenty of golf and tennis—to
say nothing of dancing. They hope to go to
the Vosges for the summer.
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman is at
present away on a yachting trip.
Colonel and Mrs. Power are not, after all,
coming home this year; instead they have
gone, and Mr. Rose with them, a long motor
tour in Spain.
Mrs. and Miss Ravenhill are back in
England and have been down at Milford.
We hope to see them both at Canterbury
before long.
Colonel and Mrs. Bright have gone to the
Continent for a time.
Major F. W. Tomlinson entertained a large
party to tea at Claridges Hotel on the 16th
ultimo. Amongst those present we noted :—
General Sir Guy,Lady and the Misses Bainbridge,
Colonel J. and Mrs. Kennedy, Col. H. and
Mrs. Findlay, Lt.Col. L. C. E. Knight, Mrs.
and Miss Moody, Lt.Col. and Mrs. Beevor,
Mrs. and Miss Hulke, Major W. H. Booth,
Major Archer Houblon, Mrs. and Miss Ronald,
Major J. V. R. and Mrs. Jackson, Capt. and
Mrs. Allen, Miss Davidson, Col. R. S. I. and
Mrs. Friend, Capt. S. J. F. and Mrs. Maiden,
Capt. and Mrs. Strettell, Capt. Rice, Mr.
Spear and many others.
It was a most enjoyable entertainment.
Captain and Mrs. HammondDavies have
just returned from a fishing holiday on the
Lambourne ; we are glad to hear that they
had good sport. Major Archer Houblon gave
them four delightful days' fishing.
Capt. H. C. Morley hopes to be at
Canterbury for the Cricket Week.
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Capt. D. V. Coote, playing for Hythe,
knocked up a very useful 60 against the
Incogniti at the beginning of June.
Captain A. J. Peareth (who has been home
for the examination for French interpreter)
and Capt. D. A. Wilkins have both returned
to Gibraltar.
Lieut. T. N. Penlington arrived home on
the 6th J une for four months leave from
Nigeria.
We hear from Capt. S. B. Donald regarding
the Salonika Reunion. Capt. Donald, whose
address is 36 Ampthill Square, London,
N.W. 1, has recently been appointed
Chairman for the N.WT. London Sub
Committee with a seat on the Central
Committee. He writes as follows :—
" I shall be greatly obliged if you will
" write it up " for the next issue of The
Dragon so that if possible we may get a large
number of the Old Regiment who were
part of the " picnic army" to join us on
October 3rd. If we can collect a bob or two
in subscriptions wTe shall not grouse, though
I do not want in any way to divert even a
bob from the Benevolent Fund."
"We are hoping to arrange this year for
a dinner of a couple of thousand at somewhere
about 3/ a head."
Members of The Regiment who are Free
masons ma}? be interested to know that I have
this month been put into the Chair of my
Chapter (Walden 1280).
"It is with the deepest regret we have to
announce the death of Mr. George Seath, who
was drowned in the River Crouch on the night
of June 5th.
Mr. Seath was employed as Steward at the
Royal Corinthian Yacht Club, where he had
become universally popular.
We offer, on behalf of our readers, our
sincere sympathy to Mrs. Seath in her great
loss."
" Bill " Trevor (Junior) hopes to be home
from East Africa in time for the Cricket Week,
We apologise for a printer's error in the
last paragraph of last month's Personalia;
this referred to Mr. W. Weller and not Mr.
Wellard as stated.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.
Brice.—6279031 Pte. H. Brice, a daughter,
Gwendoline Doreen, born at Gibraltar,
18/5/26,

Dell.—1037656 L/Cpl. H. Dell, "D" a son,
Ronald Arthur Charles, born at Portland,
18/5/26.
Jones.—6279800 Pte. W. Jones, a daughter,
Kathleen Rose, born at Gillingham,
30/4/26.
Leach.—1401353 Bandmaster F. Leach, a
daughter, Audrey Mabel, born at Gibraltar,
2/4/26.
McMahon.—6279254 L/Cpl. W. McMahon, a
son, William, born at Gibraltar, 26/2/26.
Ravenscroft.—6279138 C.Q.M.S. R. Ravens
croft, a daughter, Mary Ann Sarah, born
at Gibraltar, 11/4/26.
MARRIAGES.
Allen—Powell.—6278332 Pte. R. Allen,
married at Canterbury to Rose Emelene
Powell, 9/5/26.
Carpenter.—6279307 Pte. R. Carpenter,
married at Gibraltar, 17/4/26.
Gillam.—6280210 Pte. J. Gillam, married at
Gibraltar, 3/4/26.
DEATHS.
Goldfinch.—Wife of 6278087 Sgt. A. Gold
finch, D.C.M., "H.Q.," Elsie Catherine
Parthenia, died at Portland, 27/5/26.
Larkin.—6278895 Sgt. T. Larkin, son,
Robert Henry John, at Canterbury, 13/5/26
from (1) Measles and Pneumonia ; (2)
Heart Failure.
THE BUFFS' WAR MEMORIAL.
The Roll of Honour, containing the names
of those who lost their lives in the
Great War is now on viewT in the Warriors'
Chapel. The lectern, on which it rests, was
handed over to the Dean and Chapter on
Whit Sunday.
A detailed description of the lectern,
together (it is hoped) with a photograph, will
appear in our next issue.
ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
AT THE WARRIORS' CHAPEE, CANTERBURY
CATHEDRAE.
This Service will be held on Sunday,
August 1st, at 2 p.m. It is hoped that Past
members of The Regiment will make an effort
to attend.
Those wishing to lunch at the Depot before
the Service should apply to " The Secretary,
Past and Present Association, Depot The
Buffs, Canterbury, before 27th July, for a
luncheon ticket.
Parade on the Square at 1.30 p.m. (Medals
will be worn).
The Bands of the 2nd Battalion and the
Depot will be on Parade.
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Dear Editor,
I hope that two accounts of our expedition
to Albuhera will appear in this issue of The
Dragon. One being the official detailed
account of our doings and the other a lightly
written account by one of the officers taking
part in the Deputation.
I should like to add a few words of my own
to draw attention to two or three points.
The first is to emphasise the intense
interest of the occasion to all Buffs.
We who constituted the Deputation felt
the historic importance of it from beginning to
end. As far as we could ascertain, no British
Military Officer, except one or two historians
perhaps, had visited the Memorial or Battle
field before ; at any rate nothing in the way
of a ceremony had ever been held apart from
the village festivals.
The thought that we were looking upon
the exact spot where our great regimental
tradition had its birth, and to be able to
identify the ground where Latham uttered his
historic words, caused a thrill in the hearts of
all of us.
I should like to record the honour we felt
in the interest which His Majesty the King of
Spain took in the proceedings, and how much
we appreciated his thoughtful act in sending
the deputation of Officers from the Albuhera
Regiment to greet us ; this involved a railway
journey of 35 hours for them.
We were delighted to establish a liason with
a regiment which distinguished itself at
Albuhera and to meet their Deputation
consisting of Lieut.Col. Don Enriques Lopez,
Captain Don Diego de M'y White and
Lieutenant Don Manuel Martinez.
Apart from the official application for
permission to hold the ceremony, forwarded
through our Military Headquarters and the
British Ambassador, to the Spanish Govern
ment, our good friend the Marquis of Marzeles,
M.F.H. kindly wrote to the Duke of Miranda,
Master of Horse to His Majesty, telling him of
the project and also forwarded a letter of mine
giving a full account of the doings of the
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Deputation. These letters were both shown
by the Lord Chamberlain, the Marquis de
Viana, to His Majesty, who was good enough
to express great interest.
I must also mention the extraordinary
hospitality of the Mayor and inhabitants of
Albuhera. Albuhera is only a village of some
1,500 souls and quite a humble community,
yet they vied with each other in their efforts
to entertain us. The lodging they provided
was extremely comfortable and the meals and
entertainment were really excellent.
In writing to the Mayor I expressed what
I hope was the view of all Buffs when I said
that we felt that in addition to the bonds
which had always tied us historically to
Albuhera, we had now the bonds of personal
friendship which I hoped would never be
loosened. I had a charming letter back,
reciprocating my wishes.
I should also like to draw attention to the
magnificent hospitality extended towards us
in Badajoz by His Excellency the Acting
Governor, General Berguete. He was kindness
itself and personally took us all round the
various items of interest and entertainments
provided in our honour. He accompanied us
the whole afternoon and was most kind,
pleasant and interesting. I am sure all
members of the Deputation will always retain
a very kind remembrance of General Berguete
and of Colonel Luque, his Chief Staff Officer.
We were all struck with the extreme
interest shown in us and in the event which
brought us to Albuhera. Everyone was fully
alive to the importance to us of the occasion.
I cannot close this without a word of
thanks to Mr. Banasco of Gibraltar, who so
kindly gave up so much of his valuable time
to accompany us and help us as interpreter.
We owe him a very deep debt of gratitude.
I have given directions that telegrams be
sent annually on the Anniversary of the Battle
of Albuhera to the Officers of the Albuhera
Regiment and to the Mayor of Albuhera.
Yours very truly,
R.E.P.
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1. Colonel Power decided that as the
Battalion would be leaving Gibraltar during
the ensuing winter he would take as many
officers as could be spared to visit the battle
field of Albuhera on the anniversary of the
Battle. A preliminary reconnaissance of the
district was made so as to ascertain the
possibilities of a party getting there and per
mission was obtained from the Spanish
Government and the War Office.
2. With the object of visiting Albuhera
the undermentioned officers assembled at
Seville by May 15th :—
Lieut.Colonels R. E. Power, D.S.O. and
L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C. ; Captains L. M. S.
Essell and C. J. Wood, M.C. ; Lieutenants
C. E. Wilson, M.B.E., P. R. H. Fox, M.C.,
G. E. Sankey, H. Milton and F. G. Crozier ;
2/Lieutenant J. R. P. Williams.
They were accompanied by Mr. J. Banasco
of Gibraltar who kindly offered his services as
Interpreter.
3. Previous to leaving Seville, Colonel
Power, accompanied by Lieut.Col. Lucas and
Lieut. Crozier, called on CapitaineGeneral
(The Infanta Don Carlos) and accompanied
by Captain Wood, he called on the British
Consul (G. Beak, Esq., F.R.G.S.) to inform
them of our projected visit.
4. The party followed the route taken by
Marshal Soult in his march from Seville to the
battlefield by way of Monasterio and Los
Santos, proceeding in two cars and arriving
in the vicinity of Albuhera soon after 6 p.m.
on 15th May.
5. About three miles out from the village
the party was met by a decorated car, full of
local girls, sent out as a guide. The approach
from the South was through the olive groves
in which Soult must have concentrated his
army before attacking, and across the bridge
which was defended by the fire of Alten's
German Battalions and two Spanish Battalions
sent by Blake to assist in frustrating the
attempt to capture the village.
6. At the entrance to the village the party
was met by the Mayor accompanied by his
Council and various other leading citizens.
After the Mayor had greeted the party,
the following, among others, were presented
to Lieutenant Colonel Power :—
The members of the village Council.
The Town Clerk.
The Cure and Doctor.
The School Master and Mistress.
The local Military Representative of the
Government.
The Deputation from the Albuhera Regi
ment (26th Regiment).
Captain Ramos, Interpreter, 16th Regiment
of Infantry.

7. H.M. The King of Spain had graciously
ordered a deputation from the Albuhera
Regiment stationed at Lerida, to be present to
meet us. The deputation was composed of
Lieut.Colonel Don Enrique Lopez, Capitaine
Don Diego de Marqelina y White, Lieutenant
Don Manuel Martinez.
Previous to the Battle of Albuhera the
26th Regiment of the Line was known as the
Regiment of Campo Mayor, but it so greatly
distinguished itself at Albuhera that its name
was changed.
8. Colonel Power inspected the school
children and then walked to the village inn
where refreshments were provided (wine
of honour). At 7.30 p.m. the party went
through the village to see the local memorial
which was erected in 1852 and restored in
1903. From there they were taken to the
tower of the local church from which an
excellent view can be obtained of the battle
field. Aided by various interpreters, the
interesting features on the ground where the
various incidents of the battle occurred were
pointed out.
9. Officers were then shewn their lodgings
and the whole party assembled at 9 p.m. for
dinner at the inn. During the meal the band
of the 41st Infantry Regiment from Badajoz
played.
The Mayor proposed the health of the King
and Queen of England as well as that of the
visitors. Colonel Power replied, thanking the
Mayor for his kind remarks and referred to the
historic nature of the occasion, when repre
sentatives of British and Spanish Regiments
which distinguished themselves at the battle
115 years ago were being entertained at the
same table on the site of their victory by the
Mayor of the Town. The Health of the King
of Spain and the Albuhera Regiment were then
drunk.
10. After dinner the party adjourned to
the village square to see a firework display
arranged in their honour.
11. The anniversary of the Battle was
celebrated at midnight by a peal on the local
church bells.
12. On the 16th May the partly assembled
at 8 a.m. for breakfast during which
LieutenantColonel Don Enrique de Luque
y Luque, Chief Officer to the Governor at
Badajoz and Major Don Francisco Francos,
an interpreter from the Spanish Engineers,
arrived to represent the Badajoz Garrison.
13. After breakfast the party, accompanied
by the representatives from Badajoz, the
deputation from the Albuhera Regiment and
the Mayor, went to the local Memorial. The
officers of the Buffs formed a line facing the
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memorial while Lieutenants Fox and Williams
a wreath on the memorial from the Spanish
held the wreaths one at each corner of the
Army. Colonel Luque then addressed the
Memorial. The local detachment of the
crowd to the following effect:—
Guarde Civile were drawn up behind the
" On behalf of the Garrison of Badajoz
officers of the Buffs.
and by order of His Excellency the Military
14. There were two wreaths, one for those
Governor I have the honour to lay this wreath
who fell from the allied armies and the other
as homage to those who heroically lost their
to the special memory of the officers and men
lives in the historic battle^ we are com
of The Buffs.
memorating and to enthusiastically greet the
The following inscriptions were attached
very brilliant deputation^of the British Army
to them :—
which honour us with their presence at this
anniversary,so giving
(1) In never dying
the day a greater
memory of the
importance.
They
gallant
officers
belong to the gallant
and men of the
infantry
regiment
Armies of our
which fought with us
Allies who, to
on that memorable
gether with their
day. I also greet
comrades of the
the inhabitants of
British Army,laid
this heroic village,
down their lives
who by the mere fact
for the common
of being born where
cause in the Battle
the honour of the
of Albuhera, the
Army was so highly
16th May, 1811.
placed, are duty
This wreath is
bound to be models
laid by the officers
of patriots and
of The Buffs, 3rd
practise the indis
Regt. of British
pensable civic virtues
Infantry,
16th
for the betterment
May, 1926.
of the nation."
(2) In never dying
memory of the
" You will observe
395 gallant
that in this wreath
officers and men
the flags of all the
of The Buffs who,
nations which took
together
with
part in this battle are
1801 of
their
represented, British,
comrades of the
Portuguese, German,
Allied Armies laid
Spanish and French.
down their lives
They all showed
in the common
heroism to fulfil the
cause on the
plans of their nations,
battlefield of
so therefore they are
Albuhera, 16th
all worthy of our
May, 1811. This
admiration and
wreath is laid by
respect."
the officers of The
" Glory to the
Buffs, 16th May,
heroes."
1926.
Colonel Power placing wreaths on 1 he Memorial.
These inscriptions were printed in English
and Spanish.
15. Colonel Power advanced to the
memorial and taking the wreaths, placed them
one on each side of the memorial. He then
withdrew to the remainder of the party and
the memorial was saluted with drawn swords.
16. Colonel Luque of the Staff and Colonel
Lopez of the Albuhera Regiment then placed

17. Colonel Power then thanked Colonel
Luque for his greeting and continued as
follows :—
" I cannot sufficiently express my gratitude
and that of the whole regiment to your
Gracious King for being allowed to bring this
deputation of officers to Albuhera to pay our
respects to the memory of our gallant pre
decessors, and it has been a very great
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privilege to have been able to be associated
with our former allies in the ceremony which
has just been carried out."
" For the past 115 years the historic battle
of Albuhera in which the British were fighting
shoulder to shoulder with the forces of Spain
in their common cause has been the brightest
jewel in the traditions of my Regiment, whose
origin dates back to the year 1572."
" Officers and men have been brought up
with the example of the gallant men of our
Regiment who fought at Albuhera, especially
Lieutenant Latham, who, though severely
wounded, wrapped the King's Colour, which
it was his duty to carry, round his body and
exlaimed " I will surrender this only with my
life." This exclamation has been the in
spiration which has led our men in many
subsequent difficult situations."
" History relates how the Buffs, after
superhuman efforts, and suffering casualties
to the extent of 643 men, eventually remained
in possession of their part of the battlefield,
thus helping to turn what might have been
disaster into a glorious victory."
" You, Gentlemen, will understand how
great was our desire to visit Albuhera, the
birthplace of our most treasured tradition and
how much we value the privilege which has
been granted to us, and the kindness and
hospitality which has been extended towards us."
18. Colonel Power then presented the
Mayor of Albuhera with a framed photograph
of the Regimental Centre Piece, making the
following speech :—
" In commemoration of our visit I should
be honoured if you would accept this photo
graph of a representation in silver of the
incident of Lieutenant Latham saving the
Colour of the Regiment. This model is in
possession of the Officers' Messof The Buffs
and was purchased in remembrance of this
Battle of Albuhera."
This speech was translated and the Mayor
expressed his thanks.
19. Colonel Power then presented Colonel
Lopez of the Albuhera Regiment with a similar
framed photograph. Colonel Lopez expressed
his gratitude for the gift and also thanked the
inhabitants of Albuhera for their hospitality.
20. The photograph bore the following
inscription in Spanish :—
" In pleasing memory of the visit to
Albuhera from the Colonel and Officers of the
1st Battalion The Buffs, 16th May, 1926."
21. A photograph of all the officers present
with the Mayor was then taken.
22. Accompanied by the Mayor, Officers
from Badajoz and of the Albuhera Regiment,
the party visited the battlefield and the topo
graphy of the ground was explained by
reference to the Spanish official book on the war.

The battlefield was viewed first from the
north end of the village, close to the place
where General Stewart's division bivouaced
for the night when it was thought the French
would frontally attack the village. (Note:—
The Buffs were in Colborne's Brigade of
Stewart's Division). The party then went
along the Almendral Road, passing along in
front of the position held by the Spanish
Troops, afterwards turning towards the slight
depression formed by the Arroyo rivulet and
saw the probable position where Colborne's
Brigade with The Buffs were cut up.
23. The actual area over which the
fighting took place consists of very gently
undulating arable ground with hardly a tree
visible. The country from which the French
deployed is covered in many places with
groves of olive trees.
Between the olive groves and the actual
battlefield there are two small streams, both
of which are easily fordable. They form a
junction near the village, actually at the
Bridge, where they form the Albuhera stream.
24. The Mayor of Albuhera presented the
Colonel with a box containing a flint with
holder and many bullets, which he stated had
been picked up during tilling from the battle
field in the last few days.
25. The party returned to the inn and
farewell was said to the Mayor and inhabitants
of Albuhera.
The Mayor kindly presented the Colonel
with a framed photograph of the local
memorial.
26. The Colonel presented the Mayor with
the sum of three hundred pesetas for the
benefit of the village poor.
27. At half past eleven the party
accompanied by the deputation from the
Albuhera Regiment, and those officers who had
come over from Badajoz, left for that Fortress,
arriving there at 12.15 p.m. and were
taken to the Military Governor's House.
28. Here, General Manuel Burguette, who
was acting as Military Governor, welcomed
the party to Badajoz. Each officer was
presented to him in turn. The Governor of
Badajoz then presented the Commanding
Officers of 16th (Castilla) and 41st (Gravel
ina's) Regiment as well as various other officers
of the local infantry regiments.
29. The party wTere conducted to the Hotel
Mercantil where a lunch was given by the
officers of the Badajoz Garrison. The
following was the Menu :—
MENU.
Hors D'Ouvres Varies.
Omelette aux fines herbes.
Langouste froid sauce tartare.
Aspergos au heurse fondin.
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Poulet Rote au Cresson.
Petits pommes de terre au beurre.
Dessert.
Champagne.
Pudding au Rhum.
Salade de fruits a le glace.
Cafe a la Mercantil.
Liqueurs.
Tabacs.
30. During lunch the Governor, speaking
in French, proposed the health of the King of
England and the visitors. Amongst other
references in his speech he mentioned the great
appreciation of the Spanish people for the
rescue of the Airman Captain Estervez who
was lost in the Arabian Desert a few weeks
previously. Colonel Power replied by saying
how much we appreciated being allowed to
visit Albuhera and Badajoz, how highly
honoured we were in meeting officers of the
Albuhera Regiment, concluding with thanks
for the wonderful hospitality shewn us by
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34. At half past five a move was made to
the football ground where a football match
had been arranged between a Seville team and
a local team in honour of the visit of the
British Officers. A special stand had been
erected for the accommodation of the Governor
and his guests. At one end the Union Jack
was flown and at the other the Spanish
National Flag. The Military Band in attend
ance played the National Anthems of both
countries. The Captains of the Teams
presented bouquets to the Governor and Colonel
Power.
35. Owing to the necessity of returning to
Seville that night, the football match had to
be left at 6 p.m. and the party, accompanied by
the Governor and deputations, proceeded to
the outskirts of the Fortress. Here farewells
were said and the party returned to Seville
—some 135 miles—by the same route as it
r

General Burgette and Officers.

the Governor and Officers of the Badajoz
Garrison.
31. At three o'clock after lunch the party
motored to the outskirts of the town where
a Company of the 16th (Castilla) Regiment
were drawn up and carried out various
evolutions both in close and open order.
This was followed by an inspection of the
barracks of the Regimento de Infanteria
Gravelines Num. 41. These barracks have
only recently been completed and all the party
were loud in their praise of the general
arrangements for the accommodation and
comfort of the men.
32. At 4.15 p.m., refreshments were served
in the Officers' Room of the barracks, the
the officers of the Garrison being " At Home."
33. The Bull Ring was next visited where
a comic bull fight had been arranged. The
party were received with much clapping from
the assembled crowd.

On the Battlefield.

had come arriving between 11.30 p.m. and
midnight, ,16th May, 1926.
THE AGBUHERA VISIT—AN IMPRESSION.
We were doing a comfortable 70 Kilometres au
hour on a road which went straight as a die as far as
the eye could see to the horizon. On either side of us
grew acres and acres of olive trees and these, together
with the setting sun and the mass of wild flowers, made
a perfect setting for our entry into Albuhera.
It was rather a solemn thought to realise that the
last time British Officers entered Albuhera was 115
years ago to the day, on the eve of one of the bloodiest
battles ever fought in history. Then they would most
probably have ridden or walked into the village in their
picturesque uniforms. What a contrast to the second
entry. Instead of horses, two powerful motor cars
travelling at high speed and packed tight with officers
and their baggage.
As I was saying we were doing a comfortable 70
kilo's, an hour when Wood in the leading car said he
could see another car approaching with a Spanish flag
flying. We hastily pulled up by the side of the road
and put on our swords and medals which we had in
readiness. All was bustle and excitement as we had
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no idea what was in store for us. The car drew up with
a grinding of brakes and instead of the elders of the
village as we expected, we saw a bevy of young damsels
all gaily decorated with the Spanish colours : not at
all a bad start.
The driver of the car, one of the young bloods of
the village, who wore an aviator's helmet with a large
red and yellow bow on top, asked us to follow him,
which we did. So headed by the car full of beauty,
we dashed into the village at full speed.
We must have presented a comical picture to a
casual observer, with a car full of giggling girls followed
by two other cars containing ten rather selfconscious
officers in full uniform plus medals and wondering what
was going to happen next. However, at the first
house we found the whole village waiting for us, old
men, women and children, all drawn up by the road
ready to receive us.
With some difficulty we managed to descend from
our cars, no easy matter owing to the crush of the
people and our swords, which insisted on becoming
entangled with our legs. But for the honour of the
Regiment and the British Army, we accomplished our
difficult task, whereupon four Spanish Officers
approached us and stood stiffly to attention with their
right hands at the salute. We of course followed suit,
then one of them commenced to deliver an address in
English. This took some time, owing to his scanty
knowledge of our language. We subsequently learnt
that he was a first class interpreter in Moorish ; a
parallel can be frequently found in our own Army.
After the address the Colonel was introduced to the
elders of the village in turn, from the Mayor down to
the school mistress. He then inspected the school
children and while doing so we introduced ourselves
to the Spanish Officers, which was rather a difficult
business.
It is a custom with most foreign armies for officers
to salute and shake hands with each other in turn.
Sometimes they salute first and shake hands after
wards ; other times they shake and then salute. If
you are not pretty nippy you find
yourself not
connecting as it were. You offer your hand while he
is saluting, then you hastily change to the salute, only
to find that he is offering you his hand. It is just like
trying to pass somebody on the pavement. Towards
the end of the introductions I got so hot and bothered
that I found myself offering both hands at once or
saluting with one and offering the other at the same
time. In fact I once very nearly saluted with both
hands at the same time.
They could not speak one
word of English which did not help matters at all, but
one of them spoke a few words of French.'
A general buzz of conversation now followed in two
languages. They spoke hard in Spanish and we spoke
hard in English, neither side knowing what the other
side was saying, but the spirit of goodwill and friend
ship was tnere, which made all the difference.
Followed by the whole village we moved in a body
up the main street to the Mayor's house where we all
crowded into the kitchen, just like a billet in France,
to find a table taking up nearly all the room and set
with bottles of wine and a large variety of Hors
D'ouvres, such as olives, sliced sausages, shrimps,
etc. In the centre of all, in the place of honour, stood
a bottle of whiskey and a syphon of soda. This was
a great compliment to us as whiskey is unknown to
them. The nearest town they could get it from, and
then with some difficulty, was Badagog. some twentv
kilo's, away.
After the opening of the bottles of wine our
conversational powers improved and we seemed to
understand each other better. I noticed Eeslie Essell
getting on famously with one of the officers. I asked
him afterwards what he had been talking about and
he told me he had not the foggiest idea. One simple

and sure line of conversation to take is to discuss the
badges of rank ; you point to his badges, hold up two
fingers and say " lieutenant," then point to yours and
say lieutenant again. Immediately a gleam of in
telligence comes into his eyes ; you then both break
into roars of laughter, slap each other on the back and
there you are ! You can go on like this until you have
been through all the corresponding ranks. One great
aid is that all the names are very similar in both
languages. I have only a smattering of Spanish—
really a smattering as I discovered.
My companion pointed to Wilson and I gathered
that he wished to know how he lost his arm. I then
proceeded to tell him in my very best Spanish that he
lost it in fighting
the Turks. He did not seem
to understand at all so I tried to explain further, that
in the war, the Great War ! surely he knew that there
had been a war not so very long ago ? A look
of amazement came over his face ; I then called in
Mr. Banasco, our interpreter, who quickly explained.
Apparently my friend understood me to say that
Wilson had lost his arm fighting turkeys ? He was
full of sympathy but somewhat astonished, poor chap !
After our snack we were shown our billets which
the villagers had taken tremendous care to prepare for
us. Six of us were together in one house ; beds and
bedding and even the furniture had been taken from
the neighbouring houses. They were really splendid
in their hospitality ; nothing was too much trouble
for them.
We met again for dinner in the Mayor's house and
the seating accommodation was the main difficulty.
We could not all get into his room so those left over
had to sit at a small table in the kitchen. Madame
and Madamoiselle waited g^on us, just the same as in
France. I sat next to one of the village elders who
never uttered a word throughout the whole meal.
With much squeezing we managed to sit down, but
hardly were we seated when a band started to play God
save the King, so we all rose again as one man. It was
a case of when father says turn, we all turn. They
played in slow time, about four verses, and I very
nearly had hysterics ; they made up the bits they were
not quite sure about as they went along. At the con
clusion the Spanish Colonel bellowed out " Viva
L/Engleterra " which was taken up by his brother
officers. He was a short man with a bristling
moustache and when he shouted this out it took us all
by surprise. Very embarrassed, we sat down again
only to rise again the next moment for the Spanish
National Anthem which went on for some time. Mean
while, Madame and Madamoiselle were wandering
about trying to serve dinner. They obviously had no
time for National Anthems. The dinner was getting
cold and the children started crying because of the
band or something else ; anyhow, it was very difficult
to keep a straight face. After the Spanish National
Anthem we followed suit with a lusty " Viva Espena,"
then immediately followed a loud popping of corks :
dinner had started.
The Band was a military one, sent to entertain us
from the 41st Infantry Regiment in Badajos, rather
a nice thought on the part of the Governor of that
Fortress I think.
After the dinner we went to the village square,
where we saw some very fine fireworks.
We sat down
in a row on chairs in the village street, while the
inhabitants walked up and down.
The next morning we performed the ceremony of
placing the wreaths, which we had brought with us, on
the monument. An official account of this is given
elsewhere.
We had rather hoped to start back for Seville after
the ceremony but we were mistaken. The chief staff
officer from Badajos had arrived and said that we must
visit the Fortress before our return. All kinds of
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the cars ; others were for depositing them carefully
festivities had been arranged for us ; in fact it was
in the car somewhere. Nevertheless we got rid of
very unlikely that we should be able to leave much
them somehow. The band amused me most of all ;
before 7 o'clock in the evening. Mark you we had
they played selections all the time. Their curiosity
about 190 Kilometres to do to get to Seville. The
overcame their discipline and while we were walking
C.S.O. was firm ; besides everything had been arranged
down the rear rank they all had their heads turned
in our honour and our arrival had been advertised in
round watching us. Attempting to play theii
the town. Heavens ! What on earth were we in for !
instruments, at the same time looking round, they
So off to Badajos we went, with our suit cases
made rather a comical sight.
strapped on behind and preceeded, not this time by a
By half past four we had seen the Infantry perform
car load of young girls, but by the C.S.O. in a box
various military movements which they carried out
Ford.
extraordinarily well and had gone all over the 41st
The town could hardly have altered since the days
Infantry Regiment's Barracks which were brand new.
of the Peninsula War. There was a deep moat
They were very clean and the outstanding feature was
surrounding the town with high battlements all the
their quartermaster stores which were packed with
way round, exactly the same as one sees in the picture
new clothing, rather an eye opener. Just before
of the " Storming of Badajos." We were driven
leaving the barracks we were ushered into a large
straight to Military Headquarters and ushered into the
room with two long tables simply groaning under
presence of the Acting Governor, General Berguete,
bottles of wine, cake and sweet biscuits, etc. My
the Governor himself being away in Madrid. He was
hat ! more food, more wine. It was now about 4.30
supported by all the principal officers in the Garrison.
and
very hot indeed. I must say I should have
In the reception room we stood in two long rows glaring
preferred
tea ; however, for the honour of the Regi
at each other, while the General made a very compli
ment
. Our next port of call was the bull fight,
mentary address in Spanish welcoming us to the
a comic one, and our arrival was greeted by the
Fortress. This was all interpreted to us by Mr.
population rising En Masse, clapping their hands and
Banasco. Finally the General went all round us and
the band playing " God save the King." Here I made
shook us all "warmly |by the hand ; there was no
another faux pas. The
difficulty with regard to
band were dressed in very
saluting this time as our
brilliant uniforms and I
headdress had been re
said to my companion that
moved. He then gave all
T supposed they belonged
the programme for the
to the Cavalry. They did
day and as he unfolded
not; they belonged to the
what was in store for us,
Arena and were a local
item by item, we began
band !
to get anxious. All of us
Space does not permit
were thinking of that
me to attempt to describe
drive back to Seville, four
the bull fight which was
hours fast going in the
very funny and very clever;
dark. There was no chance
the only unpleasant part
of shortening the pro
was that they killed the
gramme without giving
young bulls at the end.
offence,so it was accepted
From the bull fight we
with thanks.
went straight on to the
The programme was
football match, specially
briefly this : first
of all
arranged in our honour
lunch, then an inspection
between
Seville
and
of a company of Spanish
Badajos Clubs.
Every
Infantry, an inspection of
Officers of the Albuhera Regiment.
town in Spain has its own
barracks, a comic bull fight
football club. Here againwe were received by an out
and lastly a football match.
burst of applause, the crowd^rising En Masse. Certainly
We had lunch in one of the restaurants of the town.
the Spaniards can beatus at politeness and manners.
Spanish Officers live out of barracks and take their
Our seats were on a raised dias draped with the
meals in cafes ; they have no mess life. The lunch
Spanish and English colours. Just before half time
was excellent and the wines abundant. With each
we left, and the game was stopped. There was more
course we had a different brand and I was getting along
God save the King andmore clapping—in fact we
nicely until towards the end of the meat, when, to my
drove off in a burst of applause.
horror they started to serve champagne, a very
Outside the gates we stopped and took our final
sweet brand, too. In desparation I looked at Eeslie
farewell of our perfect host, General Berguete and his
Essell; he was in the same boat. What were we to
staff. His hospitality was remarkable, he never left
do ; we simply could not refuse ; if we had only
us for a moment and guided us personally everywhere
known at the beginning of the lunch. Nevertheless
when he might easily have detailed someone else to
for the honour of the Regiment we had to have some.
take us round.
We left Badajos with the sun sinking over the
At the end of the lunch our good friend the General
ramparts and the General standing in the gates of the
made another speech in French, this time suitably
Fortress with his hat off, surrounded by his staff. We
replied to by the Colonel. I forgot to mention that
left happy and contented; something attempted,
we started the lunch with four verses of " God save the
something done ; knowing that our mission had been
King " played in slow time and finished with the same.
successfully accomplished. Everything had gone
After lunch, armed with an enormous cigar each,
without a hitch from beginning to end and not a little
we drove down to the parade ground to inspect the
proud to know that we had had the honour of taking
company of Spanish Infantry. Here arose another
part in an historical event in the annals of our Regi
little difficulty ; when we stepped out of the car on
ment. Every one of us will remember the journey
to the parade ground, our cigars were not half finished.
till the end of his service—beyond ; will remember
What on earth were we to do with them ? Surely we
in his mind's eye the field of Albuhera where Eatham
were not going to inspect the men all smoking like
fell, which he saw on that Sunday morning on May
furnaces. Some were for throwing them away under
16th, 1926.
P.R.H.F.
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Battles of the Buffs.
(6) LANDEN, 1693.
TpHIS comparatively little known battle is left flank was guarded by marshy ground and
1 one of the most severe in which British
by the Landen Bach, while the villages of
troops have ever been engaged, and apart
Neerlanden and Rumsdorp, the latter well
from tne splendid behaviour of the Allies in forward on the plain, acted as advanced posts.
general and the British in particular, is notable The right of the position rested on a small
on account of the personal gallantry displayed stream with the villages of Laer and Neer
by King William and also by his opponent,
winden standing on its banks.
Marshal Luxembourg.
William had some 50,000 troops to defend
The winter following the battle of
this position of only four miles, but it is
Steenkirk was very severe and neither French interesting to note that this number was
nor Allies were able to take the field until the
considered too small. The most serious defect
middle of May, 1693. The French assembled
that was there was insufficient depth to the
two armies, one numbering some 71,000 horse
position and no scope for cavalry action behind
and foot under Marshal Luxembourg in the
the front line ; for the River Geete, an
area between Mons and the Sambre, and the
unfordable obstacle with but few bridges, ran
other, 48,000 strong, under Marshal Bouffiers,
parallel to the position and only two miles in
near Tournai.
William III. arrived in
rear of it. This defect the King passed over,
Flanders towards the end of March and began
as he held the French cavalry in great respect,
assembling his forces, but owing to the great
and wished to confine the action to the
amount of sickness and garrisons detached for
infantry of both sides as much as possible.
various Meuse fortresses, his field army was
But it was clear that if either wing of
considerably inferior to the enemy in numbers
the Allied Army was driven back, the
and totalled 23,000 horse and 38,000 foot.
whole Army would either be forced into a very
The high proportion of cavalry to infantry is
circumscribed area, or else a considerable
interesting ; in the French Army there were
portion of it would be driven into an
41,000 horse to 78,000 foot. The British
unfordable river.
contingent amounted to 17,000 of all arms.
Luxembourg, like Napoleon before Water
Louis XIV. with his Court arrived on the
scene in June, 1693, but as the triumphs he loo, was only anxious lest the Allied Army
had anticipated were not soon forthcoming, [should escape, and managed by a fine march
to concentrate the whole of his army, 80,000
and the campaign promised to be both long
^strong,
in front of William's position on 18th
and arduous, he returned shortly afterwards
July. The latter, however, was not at
to France, leaving Luxembourg in command,
all anxious to withdraw, being confident of
but not before he had, much to the latter's
beating the French if their cavalry could be
disgust and dismay, ordered Bouffiers with
excluded and was determined to fight
30,000 men to Germany.
although many of his officers, recognising the
During June the two main armies were in
dangers of the position, urged him to withdraw
position between Tirlemont and Parck,
behind the River Geete.
watching each other. The weather was
That night the King ordered 1,500 men
terrible and in the valleys, houses, waggons
and horses were carried away by floods. The from various units to entrench the open
ground between the villages of Neerlanden
Allied Army was inferior numerically, but
and Neerwinden. A continuous entrenchment
William had occupied a very strong position,
was thrown up between these two villages and
and Luxembourg gave up the attempt to
all four villages were put into a state of
attack; but after a series of manoeuvres
defence.
involving much marching, by playing on King
William's fears for the safety of the Meuse
William recognised that the villages of
fortresses, he induced him to leave his almost
Laer and Neerwinden on his right flank were
impregnable camp at Parck, to weaken his
the key to the position. The majority of the
main force by various detachments, totalling
British infantry was told off to garrison
22,000 men with 12 guns and to take up a
these villages and those on the left. Further
position near the River Geete which offered
it is interesting to remark that the British did
the French an opportunity of making a
not fight as a united contingent, but were split
successful attack.
up all along the front, generally in localities
The position occupied was strong in certain
whose retention was considered essential.
respects but possessed grave disadvantages :
About half the Allied infantry with 100 guns
it ran along a gentle ridge rising out of a big
manned the trench. Behind them, and to
plain and extended for some four miles ; the
their left rear were the cavalry, powerless to
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act to their front on account of the entrench
ment, and unable to manoeuvre /efficiently
behind it from lack of space.
At the commencement of the battle the
Buffs, Royal Scots, Queen's and King's,
together with two Danish regiments, were"!
garrisoned in the village of Neelanden on the
extreme left. Luxembourg had originally
intended to make his main attack against the
Allied centre, and had massed 36,000 horse
and foot opposite what had been the open
ground between Neerwinden and Rumsdorf.
Having * pierced the Allied centre with his
infantry, his intention was to use his superior
force of cavalry to finish the battle. On the
morning of the 19th July he was astonished
to see the entrenchment which had been
thrown up during the night, and recognized
that he would have to storm it and either
bridge it or level it before he could make use
of his cavalry. Soon after 4 a.m. the Allied
artillery opened fire on the French centre.
At 6 o'clock the French centre attacked the
entrenchment, twice, but on both occasions
was beaten back with heavy loss, and
Luxembourg, recognizing that a frontal attack
offered small prospect of success, now prepared
to attack and turn the Allied right, the villages
of Neerwinden and Laer. Once these were
captured the entrenchment would be turned
and he could use his cavalry. King William
divined his opponent's plan in time and the
Buffs and King's Own were ordered from
Neerlanden to reinforce Ramsey's Brigade
garrisoning Laer on the extreme right, while
other troops from a position in support of the
entrenchment were ordered to Neerwinden.
The French concentrated 2,500 dismounted
dragoons and 15,000 infantry against the
villages of the Allied"1 left and 8,000 mounted
troops, with 20,000r:foot against the Allied
right, particularly Laer and Neerwinden, and
commenced the attack against the right at
8 a.m. Attacked by greatly superior numbers,
Ramsey's Brigade, which had been joined by
the Buffs' and King's Own just before the
attack, was driven out of the village after very
heavy fighting and at the same time the
French, having suffered heavy losses, managed
to gain the outskirts of Neerwinden, so that
the situation was very critical. However,
Ramsey's Brigade rallied and, headed by its
commander, carried out a very fine counter
attack which, after a fierce handtohand
struggle, hurled the French out of Laer.
About the same time, at Neerwinden, the
First (now Grenadier) Guards, Scots Guards
and some Dutch and Hanoverian troops had
rallied and urged on by King William,
successfully counterattacked the French, who
had crowded together to escape enfilade fire
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from the great entrenchment, and drove them
out. Their commander on this part of the
field, the Duke of Berwick, a sonTof King
James IT. and nephew of General Churchill
and the Duke of Marlborough, was cut off,
and when trying to escape, was recognised by
his uncle, General Churchill (colonel of the
Buffs) and taken prisoner by him.
At 10 o'clock, the attack on the Allied right
having. failed, Luxembourg attacked the left
at Rumsdorf and Neerlanden. The same
thing happened again ; the attackers suc
ceeded at first,
but. were then counter
attacked. While this attack was proceeding,
the French made a second attack on
Neerwinden and Laer with 37 battalions and
they again managed to drive the Allies out of
Neerwinden, and yet again they made the
same mistake of crowding together in the
village. The Guards and Hanoverians, led
by the King himself, charged them from the
front while the Brandenburgers took them in
the flank, and they were driven out with
great .slaughter. Luxembourg then ordered
the cavalry of the centre to attack the great
entrenchment. Three times it attacked, but
was hurled back by the fire of the infantry,
and artillery delivered at a range of only 50
yards.
A council of war was now held, and the
other French leaders urged Luxembourg to
retreat ; but he shewed his greatness by
insisting on another attack on the key of the
Allied position, Neerwinden. The battle had
already lasted eight hours and the garrisons
of these villages had already lost 5,000 out of
their original 14,000, while considerable
numbers of fresh troops were . still at
Luxembourg's disposal.
Between 3 and 4 p.m. 50 battalions of
infantry, with cavalry in support, attacked
Neerwinden and Laer and after desperate
fighting, the Allies were forced out of Neer
winden.
Simultaneously another disaster
occurred. William had ordered nine battalions
from his left centre to reinforce his right, and
the French, profiting by the weak spot caused
by their withdrawal, attacked as soon as these
battalions had gone too far to be recalled.
This attack was successful and French cavalry
poured into the gap and attacked the troops
further along on the right from the flank, and
at the same time the order was given for a
general advance of the whole French line,
which had also received additional cavalry
reinforcements. The Allied cavalry of the
right was defeated and threw into confusion
the infantry behind them, and the British and
allied infantry in this part of the field was
slowly forced back, the British Guards and
Fusiliers retiring in good order.
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Meanwhile, Ramsey's Brigade, including
Churchill's (Buffs) and Trelawny's (King's
Own) Regiments, had made a gallant and
successful stand at Laer against overwhelming
odds. The order to retreat was delayed too
long, however, and when they did move they
were attacked in front by French infantry and
in flank and rear by cavalry and were ridden
down, cut to pieces and scattered. A furious
struggle raged round the colours of Churchill's
Regiment (Buffs). Two of the three ensigns
were killed and one badly wounded and taken
prisoner and the colours fell into the enemy's
hands.
The Allied troops tried to cross the River
Geete and during their efforts the French
cavalry caused them very heavy losses, while
hundreds
were
drowned.
The retreat
threatened to degenerate into a rout but King
W illiam brought up the British cavalry from
the left wing and made charge after charge.
The troops from the left and left centre made
good their retreat successfully and the
remnant from the right eventually succeeded
in crossing the River Geete. The French were
too exhausted to pursue. The losses of the
Allies were over 10,000 ; those of the French
probably amounted to more.
Churchill's
Regiment (Buffs) had four officers killed, four
wounded and five taken prisoner; the loss
in other ranks is not stated, but must have
been very heavy.
J.F.W.A.

Proceeds of Concert held at ThejDepot
Anonymous ...
... ^ ...
...
...
N. Catchpole, Esq. ..."
A. E. Grant, Esq. ...

The Past and Present Association.

The following disbursements have been made during
the period 18/5/26 to 18/6/26

rPHE

Minutes of the 58th Meeting of the
L
Regimental Committee and The Past and
Present Association Executive Committee held at The
Naval and Military Club, London, on Wednesday
June 16th, 1926, at 10.30 a.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonels J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., W. H. Trevor,
D.S.O. and H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, H. S. Hardy, M.B.E.
M.C. and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain R. M. Watson.
Regimental Committee.
REGIMENTAI, CREST.—AS the 1st and 2nd Battalions
have now agreed to the design of the Regimental Crest
it was decided that the same should take the place of
that crest now appearing on the Regimental paper.
The Secretary was therefore instructed to ask the
Editor of The Dragon to have this proposal, brought
into force.
13TH LONDON REGIMENT.—With reference to the
proposal from the War Office that the 13th London
Regiment should cease to form part of the Corps of the
King s Royal Rifle Corps and become part of the Corps
of the Buffs.
The Committee were of opinion that it would be
a mistake to increase the Regiment's committments
extra Territorially.

Past and Present Association.
FINANCE.—(a) A pension of £9 per annum to the
widow of the late Corporal
was approved at the
rate of £3 per quarter commencing 1st September,
1926.
(b) With reference to the request that the sum of
£15 should be advanced to enable Mr.
to
purchase a Kiosk for the sale of tobacco. The
Secretary was instructed to ascertain whether this
kiosk should remain the property of the Past and
Present Association, or if not, at what rate would
Mr.
agree to repay the money advanced.
(c) In view of the death of the widow of Mr.
it was agreed that the balance of the pension held by
the Regimental Agency for this widow should be
utilised in defraying her funeral and medical expenses.
(d) It was decided that the Secretary should submit
quarterly to the Committee a list of his travelling
expenses with a view, if approved, to these being paid
from the funds of The Past and Present Association.
The sum of £6 Is. Od. was approved for the half year
ending 30/6/26.
(e) It was decided that a revaluation of the Cottage
Homes should be made with a view to effecting
insurance at a higher rate than at present arranged
for.
(/) The accounts for the financial year ending 31st
March, 1926, which were duly audited by the
Association's Auditor, Mr. A. J. Lancaster, were passed
by the Committee and authority given for the same
to be published and circulated to all concerned.
A vote of thanks to the Secretary was proposed and
carried for the excellent way the accounts had been
kept during the period under review.
DONATIONS.

The following donations have been received for the
period 18/5/26 to 18/6/26
...
...

...
...

£ s.
14 17
10
0 3
0 5

d.
6
0
0
0

DISBURSEMENTS.
1926.
May 19.
22.
25.
25.
26.
27.
27.
27.
28.
29.
31.
June 1.
5.
8.
9.
9.
10.
14.
15.
15.
14.
15.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant to widow
Grant for funeral expenses
Grant
Grant for rent
Loan ...
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan ...
Grant to widow
Grant
Grant

£ s. d.
0 10 0
1 0 0
0 10
2 0

0
0
0
0
1 0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0 0
0 0

6

_

2 0
0 10

3 0
2 10

1

0

0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0
0

0

0

0 0

NEW MEMBERS.

The following New Members have joined the
Association during the period 18/5/26 to 18/6/26 :—

Mr. P. Williamson, E/Cpl. Dane (6281769), Pte. Frost (6281191),
Mr. T. J. Marshall, Mr. W. Butcher, Mr. J. G. Piper, A. E Grant, Esq.,
Mr. Holdstock, Mr. Ades, Mr. Waghorne.
Mr. J. C. Deal.

Life Member.

Statements of Accounts and Balance Sheets for finan
cial year ending March 31st, are published in pages
229—231 of this Number.
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Toronto.

Queen's Own Rifles
of Canada Association,
Toronto, Ontario.
26th May, 1926.
From The President, Queen's Own Rifles of
Canada Association.
To The Chairman of the Regimental Committee
of" The Buffs." '
Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter, also cable of 25th inst.,
both of which wTere submitted to our
Committee at their meeting last evening.
I am requested to convey to your
Committee our gratification at your decision
and our deep appreciation of what the presence
of your representatives will mean to us on the
26th of June. It will be a notable event in
the history of the Regiment and will have
a far reaching effect on our Canadian Militia
units as a whole.
We will do our utmost to reciprocate the
spirit of comradeship which you are so
splendidly demonstrating and can assure your
party of the heartiest of hearty welcome.

We cabled today as follows:—"[Letter
and cable received, fully approve. Our
suggested composition not intended to restrict
your amending detail should you prefer
sending only officers and senior noncoins.
If additional officers available for trip they
will be welcome ; we would like to see two
or more officers."
We expect among other plans to include
in our programme for the entertainment of
your party, a reception by the Mayor and
Corporation of The City of Toronto and also
we hope by The Premier and Cabinet of The
Province of Ontario. Following any ceremony
at the City Hall we thought that perhaps you
would care to authorize your party to deposit
on our Cenotaph, which is erected in front of
our civic buildings, a wreath in commemor
ation of your visit and while one could be
procured locally, much more interest would
be evoked if the weath deposited came from
the Mother Country.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. G. LANGTON, Brig.Gen.,
President, Q.O.R. of Canada Assn.
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197/207 City Road,
London, B.C. 1.
9th June, 1926.
Dear Sir,
I have been informed by my brother, Lt.Col.
Cooper, of the Canadian Buffs of Toronto, that the
East Kent Buffs are sending a detachment to Toronto
to attend 50th Anniversary of Sir Henry Pellatt's
connection with the Queen's Own Rifles of that city.
The Canadian Buffs, at a meeting of the Officers'
Mess, decided that I should be entrusted with the
Honour of communicating to you a request that the
Officers of the Canadian Buffs Overseas Battalion
would like to be host to the visiting party for one day
during their visit to Toronto, this entertainment to be
in addition to that provided by the Queen's Own Rifles
to which the Canadian Buffs are affiliated.
I shall be glad if you will entrust me with your reply
to this invitation, and shall be happy to meet
you either in Canterbury or in London to discuss it,
if such should be your desire.
You will understand that my fellow officers are
deeply conscious of the different courtesies that
we have had at your hands in Canterbury, and for that
reason would deeply appreciate the opportunity of
reciprocation on their native soil.
I have the honour to be,
Yours sincerely,
(Signed) E. H. COOPER.

Message from General Paget to General Sir
Henry Pellatt.
" I send my hearty congratulations and
sincere good wishes to General Sir Henry
Pellatt on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary
of his Association with the Queen's Own Rifles
of Canada.
It is a record of which he may well
be proud and I feel sure that the Queen's Own
Rifles are no less satisfied at the thought that
so efficient, loyal and generous an officer
should have come from their midst.
It is a source of great satisfaction to me
that I am able to send my message, at first
hand, through the medium of the party of my
Regiment under Captain Morgan ; and I hope
that their visit will shew Sir Henry Pellatt
the high regard in which we hold him, and
prove to the Queen's Own Rifles our earnest
desire to cement the friendship which sprang
up at Aldershot in 1910, some four years before
the affiliation of the Regiments took place."
*
*
*
*
From Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
To Queen's Own Rifles, Toronto.
Every good wish to you and Sir Henry Pellatt.
This occasion will cement the ties between the two
Regiments and should help to draw the Armies of
Canada and England even closer than before.
STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE.
£ s. d.
£
Subscriptions Received 374 12 0 Paid Cunard Co. ... 370
Capt. Mogan
(Petty Cash)
...
20
Paid, One Wreath ...
3
£37i 12

0

s. d.
6 3
0 0
3 0

£393 9

3

The Buffs Golfing Society.
MEMBERSHIP.

O

N the 22nd June, membership of the Society was
one hundred and twenty, thanks to the following
further members having joined :—
Lt.Colonel E. O. Skey.
Majors C. K. Black and P. A. Maynard.
Captains R. B. Harbord, N. Linwood and G. K.
Harrison.
Messrs. C. Watson, G. Elliott and A. F. Colven.
The Reverend P. R. Hale.
FIXTURES.

Later is given the result of one of the most
enjoyable matches of the year, namely that against
Littlestone, played on June 13th in ideal weather and
on a perfect course ; and again we have to thank our
opponents for the kind hospitality afforded us.
Unfortunately all manner of complications cropped
up at the last minute in connection with the match
versus the R.E. Golfing Society, and it was thought
better to postpone this event until later in the season,
probably October.
All will be glad to hear that a match is to be
arranged v. The East Kent Yeomany. It is hoped to
make this a twelveaside event and to play it at
Belmont early in October.
The remaining fixtures
for the current year,
therefore, are :—
Sept. 11. Wroth am Heath.
19. Heme Bay.
29. Knole Park.
Oct. 5th and 6th. Autumn Meeting at Sandwich.
*
R.E. Golfing Society.
*
East Kent Yeomanry.
Nov. 20. Rye.
*The dates of these matches have yet to be fixed.
CANTERBURY GOLF CLUB DEBENTURES.

It will be remembered that a resolution was passed
at the Spring Meeting this year that members should
be asked to subscribe five shillings or more towards
helping the Society to take up £5 debentures in the
Canterbury Golf Club, which it is hoped may become
the home course of the Society for home matches and
occasional Meetings.
The amount kindly subscribed up to June 22nd
was £25 18s. 6d. and in the event of other members
wishing to support the Society in the way suggested,
the Hon. Secretary will be glad to have their
subscriptions as early as possible so that application
for the debentures may be made.
THE SOCIETY

The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor (6 & 5) ...
Capt.W.C. Lamarque (3 & 2)
R. M. Bourne (2 up)
Lt.Col. E. B. Burns (4 & 2) ...
W. C. Collins
Capt. B. Hammond Davies ...
Capt. H. H. C. Baird
A. W. Twyman
R. H. M. Brooke (1 up)
...
Col. J. Body
Col. T. Munn Mace
Major K. Clarke

V.

1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0

LITTLESTONE.

Littlestone.
A. Dykes Spicer
...
...
A. H. O'Bryen Tavlor
LLCohen ..." ...
C. M. Page
J. Poytz Purcell (4 & 3)
..!
W. Stephens, K.C. (8 & 7) ...
Lt. Col. Clive Murdoch (2 & 1 j
Major J. Hadow (7 & 6)
...
G.Schuyler
V. Holmes (7 & 5)
!
Lt.Col. F. C. Turner .
...
Major R. Learoyd
...
L

7

5

FOURSOMES.

Trevor and Lamarque (1 up)...
Bourne and Burns
Collins and Davies (halved) ...
Baird and Twyman
Brooke and Body
Munn Mace and Clarke
...
Totals
Grand Totals

..

1
0
0
0
0
0
1

... 6

o
0
o
0
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
1

Spicer and Bryen Taylor
...
Cohen and Page (5 & 4)
...
Purcell and .Stephens (halved)
Murdoch and Hadow (8 & 6)
Schuyler and Holmes (2 up)
Turner and Learoyd (2 & 1)
Totals

...

0
l
0
1
1
l
4
11

209

THE DRAGON

Records of

Other

Regiments.

The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.

No. 18.

BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental Colour.—" Minden,"
" Corunna," " Fuentes D'onor," " Salamanca,"
" Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Orthes,"
" Peninsula," " Waterloo," " Pegu," " Ali Masjid,"
" Afghanistan, 187980," " Burma, 188587,"
" Modder River," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour.—" Le Cateau," " Marne,
1914, '18," " Messines, 1914, '17, '18," " Ypres,
1914, '15, '17, '18," " Somme, 1916,
18,"
" Cambrai, 1917, '18," " Havrincourt," " Sambre,"
" Italy, 1917, '18," "Macedonia, 191517."
*
*
*
*
The 51st (Napiers) was raised in Yorkshire in 1755
and first took part in a general action in 1759.
Ample proof of the value of the superior raw
material from Yorkshire in the ranks of the 51st was
given at the Battle of Minden, on August 1st, 1759,
when the 51st, with five
other British infantry
battalions, advanced with drums beating and colours
flying, against the whole French army" and charged
" the enemy cavalry, ranked in order of battle, and
tumbled them to ruin." In remembrance of 1st
August, the K.O. Y.L.I. adorn themselves with white
roses, as Minden Day " comes round each year.
When county titles were first introduced in 1782
the 51st became the 2nd Yorkshire West Riding " and
was ordered " to cultivate a recruiting connection with
that part of the county "—a superfluous instruction,
for the regiment had always drawn a large proportion
of its recruits from the County of the Broad Acres, and
has maintained an unbroken connection with the West
Riding for one hundred and seventy years.
As a reward for bravery during the Retreat to
Corunna, the 51st was made a Light Infantry Corps
on 2nd May, 1809. The gallant Sir John Moore, the
ablest British soldier of his time, who was slain
at Corunna, had spent practically all his regimental
life in the 51st Foot and commanded the Regiment
1790 to 1795.
Two years later the regiment returned to Spain to
share in Wellington's victories. Among the Peninsular
heroes of the regiment, mention should certainly be
made of Ensign Joseph Dyas, who thrice led the
" Forlorn Hope " in assaults on Badajoz. The first
and second attempts were unsuccessful; on returning
to the British lines, Dyas and the survivors found
themselves already given up for dead. When the
third assault was to be made, his brother officers, from
the Brigadier downwards, tried in vain to persuade
Dyas to stand aside and let some other officer lead the
Forlorn Hope." Again the defences proved too
strong. Of the 200 stormer$, only 19 returned, and all
save 4 of these were wounded. Poor Dyas himself was
carried back wounded, to become the hero of the whole
army. The toast of " Dyas and the Stormers " was
drunk at every mess table in the British Army, but the

hero himself received no reward, save glory, for his
services. In those days V.C.'s and D.S.O.'s were
unknown and promotions went mostly by purchase ;
Joseph Dyas was still only a Subaltern when he
marched to Waterloo with the 51st Light Infantry
and he was only a Captain when he retired on half
pay, ten years after he had fought so well at Badajoz.
His case was aptly summarised in verse by Major
Roberts, a brother officer, who wrote

" I know a man, of whom 'tis truly said,
He bravely twice a forlorn hope has led,
And volunteered both times ; but here's the rub—
The gallant fellow STILL remains a Sub !"
After Waterloo (where tradition asserts they fired
the first shot), the 51st Light Infantry served in Paris
with the Army of Occupation, returning home in 1816
to be stationed at Dover. By a coincidence, one
hundred and ten years later, on returning from service
with another Army of Occupation—on the Rhine—
they were again stationed at Dover.
In 1821 the 51st Light Infantry was singled out for
Royal favour, being ordered to assume the additional
title of " The King's Own."
The present 2nd Battalion of the Regiment was
raised by the Hon. East India Company in 1839, as the
2nd Madras European Light Infantry and in 1861,
when " John Company's" forces were taken over by
the Crown the 2nd Madras European Light Infantry
became the 105th Madras Light Infantry.
In 1881 the 51st and the 105th were united as 1st
and 2nd Battalions of The King's Own Light Infantry,
the present title of The King's Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry being granted in 1887.
The regimental badge is a French Horn, with the
White Rose of York in the centre. The motto,
inherited from the 2nd Madras European Light
Infantry is "Cede Nullis " (Yield to None"). Nine
members of the regiment have been awarded the V.C.
The Battle Honours won by the K.O.Y.L.I, number 75,
of which 59 are for the Great War, when the regiment
was increased to 26 battalions, of which 14 served
overseas—all in the main theatre of War (Western
Front) though three battalions also made excursions
further afield (1st Battalion—Salonica, 8th Battalion—
Italy, 12th Battalion—Egypt).
In 1914 the 1st K.O.Y.L.I, came home from
Singapore to join the 28th Division (the same Division
as the 2nd Buffs) and served in France and Belgium
until after the Battle of Loos, when they proceeded to
Salonica, returning to France in June, 1918.
The 2nd Battalion left Dublin for France in August,
1914, with the 5th Division, and nobly upheld their
motto at Le Cateau, August 26th, 1914, where Major
C. A. L. Yate earned a posthumous V.C. The battalion
lost a score of officers and over 600 men at the Battle
of Le Cateau, but maintained their unbroken record.
R. MAURICE HILL.
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Matters of Interest.
ARMY EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION COURSE.

A course of Instruction for warrant officers and
noncommissioned officers will begin at the School of
Education, Shorncliffe, on July 9th. The provisional
allotment of vacancies for this course allows 40 for
Aldershot; 23 for the Eastern Command, 20 for the
Southern Command ; 10 each for the Northern
Command and British Army of the Rhine ; 7 for the
Scottish Command ; 6 each for London District and
the Northern Ireland District; 4 for the Western
Command ; 2 for the Channel Islands and 2 for special
allotment by the War Office.
ARMY PROMOTION EXAMINATIONS.

Military History.
For the examinations of officers for promotion to
be held in March and October, 1927, and in March,
1928, papers on Military History will comprise the
Campaign of the British Army in Mesopotamia, 191617
up to April 30th, 1917. This period is covered
by " The Campaign in Mesopotamia " by Brig.General
F. J. Moberly, C.B., C.S.I., D.S.O., in Vol. III. of the
Official History of the War.
ARMY PAY.

New Rates for Warrant Officers,
A Royal Warrant announces revised rates of pay
for warrant officers and certain noncommissioned
officers, applicable to soldiers who enlisted or reenlisted
on or after 26th October, 1925. The rates for these
ranks were still under consideration when the reduced
rates of pay for the Army generally came into force
last year.
The normal rates for regimental sergeantmajor,
garrison sergeantmajor and all other warrant officers,
Class I. (except as under) are 12/ a day ; for sub
conductor, Royal Army Ordnance Corps, and
startsergeant major, R.A.S.C., if not classified as
tradesmen, 11/ a day; for regimental quartermaster
sergeant, gairison quartermastersergeant, regimental
qu ar termas cercorporal and quartermastersergeant
instructor, 10/ a day ; for squadron, battery, or
company sergeantmajor and squadron corporalmajor,
8/6 a day.
Ine new rates for warrant officers graded as
tradesmen (tne rates being uniform for all trade groups
of any given xanx are :—warrant officer, Class I. (except
as uiiaerj, 14/ a day ; suoconductor, R.A.O.C., staff
sergeancmajor, R.A.C.S. and mastergunner, 2nd Class,
K.rt.. 16j a clay ; regimental quartermastersergeant,
mastergunner, 3rd Class R.A., quartermastersergeant,
R.E. or Jtcoyai Corps of signals, 12/ a day; quartermaster
sergeant (otner tnan trtose mentioned aoove), quarter
mastersergeant instructor, quartermastercorporal,
troop, company, or squadron sergeantmajor, staff
quartermastersergeant or company sergeantmajor
instructor, 10/9 a day ; company sergeantmajor
(orderly room sergeant) 9/9 a day.
Tne new rates for sergeantbugler or sergeant
trumpeter, R.E., while supervising tne trade training
of bugiers or trumpeters, are 10/9 a day.
OVER 1,200 ARMY CERTIFICATES AWARDED.

Continued Progress of Education in the Ranks,
lire results of tne examination held in March for
Army First Class and Special Certificates, which were
announced last night, afford every indication that
interest among soldiers of all ranks and corps in general
education is fully sustained, and that while the general
result of the examination for the First Class Certificate
is not quite so good as that of the previous October
examination, that of the examination for the Special

Certificate shows an improvement. Some 2,403 men
presented themselves for examination—2,141 for the
First
Class
Certificate
(English,
Mathematics,
Geography and Mapreading) and 233 for the Special
Certificate (the equivalent of the Matriculation) ; 5
candidates having already matriculated at a University
(or the equivalent) came up for examination in Map
reading only ; 22 for reexamination in order to obtain
a record of " distinguished " and 2 were examined with
a view to adding extra subjects to their Special
Certificates.
In the result 1,180 First Class Certificates|fwere
awarded, showing 55 per cent of successes ; but the
number of absolute failures was only 604, inasmuch
as 281 candidates who failed in one subject only
obtained a sufficient aggregate of marks to make them
selves eligible for reexamination in the one subject
in which they failed.
Of 11 candidates who
endeavoured to obtain a record of " distinguished "
on certificates already won, 7 were successful ; and,
in all, 181 candidates secured distinction in various
subjects. The following men obtained aggregates of
80 per cent or more of the maximum marks (400) for
the four subjects :—
LanceSgt. R. D. Hatcher, R.E. (346) ; Staff
Sgt. F. C. Whiting, R.A.M.C. (333) ; Gunner S. Long
staff, R.A. (330) ; L/Cpl. P. M. Scott, 2nd Royal Berks.
Regt. (327) ; Sgt. J. Davidson, Royal Dragoons (326);
R.Q.M.S. F. C. Mason, 10th Royal Hussars (324) ;
Cpl. L. I. Priddy, Middx. Regt. (323) ; Sgt. A.
Knowles, K.R.R.C. (322) ; and Sgt. Instr. G. W.
Barman, Army Educational Corps (321). 14 others
obtained 75 per cent or more.
Of the 233 candidates for the Special Certificate,
48 obtained certificates and 136 made some progress
towards success by passing in some of the required
subjects. Only 43 failed altogether. Of 11 who
endeavoured to secure a record of " distinguished "
on previously won certificates, 5 were successful. The
results are satisfactory as a whole and not only is the
number of certificates completed larger than in the
previous examination, but the proportion of candidates
who passed in one or more subjects indicates a probable
further increase in the near future.
FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE PAPERS.

The report of the examiners indicates that the
favourite subject is English, while MapReading
provides the principal stumbling block. As regards
English " the general standard of writing, the relatively
" small number of definitely illiterate papers and the
" obvious intelligent appreciation of the set books
" unmistakably show how interest in this subject has
" been widened and deepened in the last four years
" Although inevitable defects in composition, writing
" and in a diminishing degree, in spelling, continue to
" be seen in the worked papers, there is encouraging
" evidence of the undoubted formative value of the
" reading involved in the soldier's study of English.
" The ideas offered by him in his essays and in his
" appreciation of character and conduct, as represented
" in the historical novels, clearly reveal that the
" foundations of right judgment, a just appreciation
"of strength and weakness in conduct and a lively sense
" of humour are the fruits of his reading."
In Mathematics there were some papers of
outstanding merit showing that continued instruction
is producing an effect, though, generally speaking,
the worked papers were slightly under the standard
of those of the previous examination.
In Geography good maps were produced by some of
the candidates, but the general standard of map
drawing was somewhat low.
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In English " the worked papers " say the examiners
" showed a definite superiority in general quality
" compared with the first class papers. Much of the
" work was interesting and pleasant to read. Know
" ledge of the text of the plays and poems was better
" than the ability of the writers to express their views,
" but there was ample evidence of careful teaching
" and study and a fair appreciation of the literary
" quality of the texts." The comments upon the
defective sentences showed not only a grasp of the rules
of correct writing, but often a quick sense of humour,
which in one candidate deserves honourable mention.
" It must have been " he wrote, by way of comment
on a sentence concerning the rarity of the white
elephant " an interesting animal, this white elephant
with a black future ; such a creature must
undoubtedly have had a purple past."
For the rest, considerable ability was shown by the
candidates who took Mathematics ; in Modern
Languages a fair standard was reached in French,
and a considerable improvement in German. In Urdu
most candidates showed ability in the translation into
English. Some of the papers on British History were
very good indeed ; the candidates showed that they
possessed a good deal of information, but many were
not able to exploit their information in drawing
conclusions.
In Mechanics three candidates were classified as
above the average, while in Modern European History,
Ancient History, Economics, Chemistry, Physics, etc.,
the standard of work shown by those who took these
subjects \vas very good.

Round and About.
JUNE

I shall be glad to hear from anyone

(Mackintosh and umbrella makers
naturally excepted) who has anything good to say
about this dripping month. The Derby was run, but
oh ! the Test Match at Nottingham. And tomorrow
all the beauteous ladies will go to Ascot—in goloshes
and tweeds if they are wise.
*

LORD'S.

*

*

*

I went to see England against The Rest
at Lord's. It happened to be a
very fine day ; what one used to call a typical English
Summer's day. Two things interested me chiefly ;
the new stand was one. There have been various
opinions about it. One newspaper man said it was
positively hideous ; another said he was quite content
to gaze at it all day while
was batting. I must
own to liking it. Its red pantiled roof and its design
are thoroughly pleasing. Perhaps the central tower
could be a little higher. The good people who live in
the houses just behind it must curse, for gone is that
free view from their upper windows. The metal figure
of Father Time seems to have had quite the wrong
effect on English batting. I saw some extraordinarily
patient batting against what seemed to be accurate,
but not wildly exciting bowling. Chapman, of Kent,
made eleven runs rapidly and well and Roy Kilqer
batted beautifully before Dulupsinghi caught him
beautifully from what in 999 occasions out of a 1,000
would have been considered a magnificent shot.
*
*
*
*
THE OTHER But the other thing that interested me
THING.
was a glorious display of batting—during
the tea interval. A gentleman who was
perhaps four and a half years old was batting near the
ropes to his father's bowling. Fifty or sixty people
stood round watching what seemed to me an England
Batsman of 1942 or thereabouts. I have never enjoyed
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batting more nor have I seen such style and such
assurance and knowledge in a child. Each ball was
hit too, and not leant up against apologetically.
I wish Mr. Warner who was busily choosing the
English team in the Pavilion, could have seen it.
*
*
*
*
Ten years after his death a statue of
Lord Kitchener was unveiled last week
on the Horse Guard's Parade by the
Prince of Wales. Posthumous portraits
are never very convincing, but Mr. John Tweed had
done wonderfully well here, it seems to me. K's face
was one that was easily visualised, but too often artists
pictured him as he was in his London days. This
fault is not apparent here. Sir George Arthur,
Kitchener's friend and biographer, allowed his hands
to be used as models by the sculptor.
I read somewhere that a distinguished soldier
present at the unveiling called the attention of
one or two politicians to the significant fact that the
statue has its back turned on Downing Street and
Whitehall.
THE
KITCHENER
MEMORIAL,

*

*

*

*

KREISLER.

This great violinist gave a Recital at
The Albert Hall a Sunday or two ago
and thousands enjoyed his delightful
playing. To me, a musical lowbrow, his performances
are always delightful because most of his items contain
tunes and are not mere gymnastic exercises. His
modest, matter of fact demeanour is also very pleasing.
No flowing locks and eccentricities about him, on the
stage anyway.
He
*
*
*
Here is a novel in a million, written by
the man who wrote those marvellous
short stories " Fiery Particles." C. E.
Montague is the author's name. Read " Fiery
Particles " first and then read " Rough Justice " if
you have not done so already. They are both well
worth reading three times in these days of nightclub
novels and the dope drama.
" ROUGH
JUSTICE."

*

*

*

*

HYDE PARK I found myself at the Marble Arch end
ORATORY, of Hyde Park on a Sunday evening

lately and regaled myself with oratory.
The tipsters are interesting but not absorbing. The
Religious speakers are chiefly distinguished for their
earnestness. It is the Reds who are the real fellows.
I listened first
of all to a miner who seemed to
be sincere and who spoke without rancour. Then came
a veritable Demosthenes who jibed at Royalty and
Royalties and whose tongue was well in his cheek
throughout a very long speech. One did not expect
logic from this quarter and none came. He had wit,
cheek and fluency, but very, very little knowledge. All
the old claptrap long since discarded by responsible
Labour men flowed out and the crowd sniggered at the
cheaper jibes and, presumably, many went away
thinking " Well, there's a lot in it." Only the patient
police who have to listen to this sort of thing Sunday
after Sunday know what it really is worth. The Red
flag fluttered
above the orator's head throughout the
evening. It was well guarded because an attempt
had been made during the afternoon to remove it.
Demosthene's perovation, a poem of great length,
having Russia as its subject drew forth coniderable
applause. But " The Green Eye of the little Yellow
God " would have done just as well. You know how
awkward one feels when poetry is publicly declaimed
and the relief that finds expression in applause at the
end.
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The 1st Battalion.
DY far the greatest event
during the past month was
the historic visit of ten officers,
headed by LieutenantColonel
R. E. Power, to the Battlefield of
Albuhera on the anniversary of
the great battle. As this is an
occasion that should be always
remembered as an event of great
moment in the annals of the
Regiment full accounts are given
elsewhere.
On J une 3rd the whole
Garrison paraded on the Alameda
whilst the Battalion Trooped the
Colour. We found five
guards
of twenty files each, the escort
to the Colour being commanded
by Lieut. T. R. Reid, whilst
2/Lieutenant M. P. D. Dewar
carried the Colour. It may be
stated without boasting that the whole ceremony was
carried out with great precision and smartness and
those taking part were a credit to the Regiment.
The Band and Drums in particular are worthy of
special praise for the faultless manner in which they
performed their most difficult evolutions without in
any way allowing the musical part to suffer.
The effect of the late start in polo this year is very
evident on the ground for up to date no single team in
the Garrison seems to have found its true form.
Individual players of three or more seasons' experience
are missing the ball like tyros, whilst many ponies have
not yet settled down. So even yet it is hazardous to
attempt to predict with any degree of accuracy the
probable results of the pending tournaments, The
InterRegimental tournament takes place at the end
of this month, whilst the Subalterns' tournament
should start a week later.
For the Regimental side our team will probably
be as follows :—Mr. Fox, back ; Major Crookenden,
three; Mr. Coates, two; and Mr. Crozier, one. Mr.
Coates, owing to an unfortunate accident on the ground
on the second of this month, has had to go into hospital
with a badly bruised and slightly sprained ankle. If
he is not well in time his place will be taken by Mr.
Reid. This, however, may necessitate a reshuffling
of the team, for number two is not his best place.
Possibly Major Crookenden might go two and Reid
three. Although our team has not yet shewn true
combination, it has at any rate given promise of
proving a formidable side. Mr. Fox is playing
remarkably well at back and, moreover, is well
mounted. Major Crookenden is as full of energy and
elan as ever, but his ponies are still rather wild ; for
this reason, then, if for no other, two would probably
be his most useful place. Mr. Crozier is improving
every day and he understands number one's job well
and is likely to be a considerable thorn in the side of
the opposing back.
The Subalterns' Team will probably be Mr. Fox,
back; Mr. Reid, three ; Mr. Coates, two ; and Mr.
Crozier, one. If Coates is unable to play, then the
most promising substitute seems to be Mr. Williams,
who is improving tremendously every day. In this
case too, a reshuffle would probably prove ad
vantageous. Thus :—Back and three the same as
before, Crozier two, and Williams one.
In any case both the Regimental and Subalterns'
Teams should be able to give a pretty good account of
themselves. Perhaps it is not too much to hope this
year to win both cups. It would certainly be very
gratifying to leave our names inscribed on them, for no
Infantry Regiment has succeeded in doing so for about
fifteen years or more.

JD

An account of the Garrison Sports is given
elsewhere. Those who read will observe how we swept
the board almost completely, for we won every event
except one in which we were disqualified owing to a
technical objection. Such a result must be quite
unique in Gibraltar.
GIBRALTAR COMMAND SPORTS.
1st Battalion Sweep the Board.
The Command Athletic Meeting took place on the
sports ground, North Front, on the 28th and 29th of
May, 1926, in glorious weather. Similar to that of
previous years, the individual championship events
took place on the 1st day and the team events on the 2nd.
Most of the individual prizes came to our
representatives as did the team event prizes.
L/Cpl. Hodkin, the Battalion Sprint Champion,
won the 100 yards with L/Cpl. Lee and L/Cpl. Cook
second and third respectively. The time recorded by
the inexperienced timekeeper (10 and 1/5 seconds)
must be taken with a grain of salt since there was a
slight wind against the runners.
The 220 yards produced a great race between L/Cpl.
Hodkin and L/Cpl. Lee, the latter winning by inches.
The excellent running of both Mr. Mallam and Mr.
Foster was the feature of the meeting. Mallam
won the J mile as he liked, but the 880 yards was a
struggle the whole way. Corporal Catchpole of the
Sufioix Regiment won from Mr. Foster by inches with
Mr. Mallam less than a yard away, third. This was
a great race and the best event of the meeting.
Pte. J ordan with a putt of 33 feet 3 inches won the
shot and L/Cpl. Hodkin's jump of 19 feet'l^ inches
could not be beaten. Captain Wale, in spite of a
sprained back, leaped 5 feet 3 inches, which was too
good for the other competititors.
Pte. Maddan, the Battalion Distance Champion,
won both the mile and three mile and Pte. Marsh (this
year's find) was second in both events.
The events for the Unit Team Championship were
well contested. Credit must be given to Mr. Andrews
for his untiring efforts in preparing our team for the
meeting. It would appear by the results obtained
that his advice to many of our runners has been most
valuable.
The ground was packed with spectators. H.E. the
Governor of Gibraltar kindly presented the prizes at
the conclusion of the meeting.
Lieut.Colonel Lucas, the President, and Lieutenant
Rose, the Hon. Secretary, produced excellent qualities
of organisation for which both are gifted. We
congratulate them for their most excellent meeting.
Individual Championships.
(Friday's Events).

[IFCT. 880 YARDS.—Open—1st: Cpl. Catchpole, Suffolk; 2nd:
2/Lieut. Foster, Buffs; 3rd: Lieut. Mallam, Buffs. Time: 2
minutes, 7 4/5 seconds.
2. PUTTING THE WEIGHT.—Unit Championship and Open (com
bined). Unit Championship—1st: The Buffs; 2nd: Royal
Artillery; 3rd: Royal Navy, 4th: The Suffolk; 5th: Royal
Engineers. Distance: 63 feet. lOj inches. Individuals—1st: Pte.
Jordan, Buffs ; 2nd : Sgt. Gibson, Buffs, 3rd : Pte. Kisby, Suffolk.
Distance : 33 feet 3.[ inches.
3. 100 YARDS—Open.—1st
L/Cpl. Hodkin, Buffs ; 2nd : L/Cpl.
Lee, Buffs ; 3rd : L/Cpl. Cook, Buffs. Time . 10 and 1/5 seconds.
4. LONG JUMP—Unit Championship and Open (combined).—
Unit Championship—1st: The Buffs ; 2nd ; The Suffolk ; 3rd :
Royal Artillery ; 4th : Royal Navy ; 5th : Royal Engineers. Dis
tance : 36 feet 10£ inches. Individuals—1st: L/Cpl. Hodkin, Buffs ;
2nd: Bdr. Johns, R.A. ; 3rd: L/Cpl. Cook, Buffs. Distance: 19
feet 1£ inches.
5. 440 YARDS—Open.—1st: Lieut. Mallam, Buffs ; 2nd : L/Cpl.
Caley, Suffolk ; 3rd : Gn. Corcoran, R.A. Time : 55 2/5 seconds.
6. THREE MILES—Unit Championship and Open (combined).—
1st: The Buffs; 2nd . The Suffolks; 3rd: Royal Artillery.
Individuals—1st: Pte. Madden, Buffs ; 2nd : Pte. Marsh, Buffs;
3rd : Pte. Webb, Suffolk. Time : 15 minutes 45 2/5 seconds.
220 YARDS—Open.—1st: L/Cpl. Lee, Buffs ; 2nd : L/Cpl. Hodkin,
Buffs ; 3rd : Pte. Bartlett, Buffs. Time . 24 1/5 seconds.
POINTS TOWARDS UNIT CHAMPIONSHIP :—

The Buffs, 15 ; Royal Artillery, 10 ; Suffolk, 10 ; Royal Navy, 5 ;
Royal Engineers, 2.
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Team Unit Championship Events.

1. 880 YARDS—Unit Championship.—1st: The Buffs; 2nd:
The Suffolk ; 3rd : Royal Artillery ; 4th : Royal Engineers ; 5th :
Royal Navy.
2. 110 YARDS—Unit Championship.—1st: The Buffs; 2nd:
The Suffolk ; 3rd : Royal Artillery ; 4th : Royal Engineers ; 5th :
Royal Navy.
3. BOYS—220 YARDS.—1st: Boy Saunders, Buffs ; 2nd : Boy
Smith, Buffs ; 3rd ; Boy Ashby, Buffs.
4. 220 YARDS—Unit Championship.—1st: The Suffolk ; 2nd :
Royal Artillery ; 3rd : Royal Navy ; 4th : Royal Engineers.
The Buffs' team was disqualified on a technical point.
5. ONE MILE—Unit Championship and Open (combined).—
1st : The Buffs ; 2nd : The Suffolk ; 3rd : Royal Navy ; 4th : Royal
Artillery ; 5th : Royal Engineers. Individuals—1st: Pte. Madden,
Buffs ; 2nd : Pte. Marsh, Buffs ; 3rd : Pte. Baxter, Suffolk.
6. HIGH JUMP—Unit Championship and Open (combined).—
1st: The Buffs ; 2nd : Royal Artillery ; 3rd : The Suffolk ; 4th :
Royal Navy. Individuals—1st: Capt. Wale, Buffs; 2nd : Sergt.
Burville, Buffs ; 3rd : Sergt. Wilkins, R.C. of Signals.
7. VETERANS'
RACE—100
YARDS.—Handicap, 1st: Lieut.
Andrews, Buffs ; 2nd : BandSergt. Clayton, Buffs.
8. 440 YARDS—Unit Championship.—1st: The Buffs ; 2nd :
The Suffolk ; 3rd : Royal Navy ; 4th : Royal Artillery ; 5th : Royal
Engineers.
9. TUGOFWAR—Open.—Companies or Units of equivalent size.
110 stone, 1st: Royal Artillery ; 2nd : Royal Engineers.
The points for the Unit Championship were:—1st: 1st Battalion
The Buffs, 40 ; 2nd : 2nd Battalion The Suffolk Regiment, 34 ; 3rd :
Royal Artillery, 28 ; 4th : Royal Navy, 18 ; 5th : Royal Engineers,
The cups presented by His Excellency were:—Unit Champion
ship—1st Battalion The Buffs ; Tug ofWar—Royal Artillery ; cup
and medals to the winners of the football league—Royal Engineers.

Points towards Unit Championship.

18

Royal Artillery
Royal Engineers .
1st Bn. The Buffs

40

2nd Bn. The
Suffolk Regt. ..

5

Tennis Notes.

We all heartily congratulate L/Cpl. Hodkin on his fine achievement
in winning the " Paget" Gold Medal for the third year in succession.
Of course, the race of the afternoon was the mess 220 handicap.
We have not looked up our dictionary for the exact meaning of the word
but it certainly looked as if some of the competitors had a little dis
advantage in weight. However, the handicappers, after working at
high tension for about ten minutes, managed to find out how near to
the winning post to put "Jock Clayton" before the race started.
A pistol went off (either by accident or intent) and the competitors
and others shot off their marks. At least, some of them did, a few
others appeared to be dressed in diving suits.
We are sorry, Mr. Editor, that no photos of this race can be pro
duced, as our only camera will not take anything that requires less than
one onethousandmillionth part of a second's exposure. However,
let it suffice that if OLD SOLDIERS do not die, they evidently can win a
220 (less a few hundred). Our advice to " Gibo " is :—In future, do
not suggest a handicap where Old Soldiers are concerned.
We all congratulate R.Q.M.S. E J. Evans and L/Cpls. Hudson and
Smith who have been selected to represent the Battalion in the forth
coming visit to Canada. They carry with them our best wishes to our
old friends, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, whom we have had the
pleasure of meeting in the peaceful old times at Aldershot, and also
under the harder conditions of war in 1913. We wish the repre
sentatives of the Regiment who are going over a very pleasant voyage.
Sergeant Blake has left us for a short leave in U.K. which we hope he
will enjoy.
We offer our deepest sympathy to Sergeant and Mrs. Curtis in their
late bereavement.

Things we want to know.
Whj did " Gibo " propose the 220, and did he win it ? (Ask Jock).
Who won the last wooden spoon ? Was it the Gun or the winner ?
(Ask ToeB).

Miniature Range Shoot.

oO Ii o<N
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On Friday, 7th May, the Battalion Team met the R.A.M.C. in the
first round of the Gibraltar Command Lawn Tennis League. Our
team was far superior to the Medicos and won quite easily.
A/R.S.M. Williams and C.Q.M.S. Hills were the first pair to play
and won the first two sets 62 and 60. Corporals Ayliffe and Glazier
our other pair, won by two love sets, 60, 60.
Our next match was against the Suffolk Regiment on the 14th.
Corporals Ayliffe and Glazier met BandMaster Lewis and Sgt. Marsh.
After leading 51 in the first set they were completely demoralised by
some clever net work from B.M. Lewis and lost 75 and 61. C.S.M.
Williams and C.Q.M.S. Hills met R.S.M. Drew and Sgt. Weeks and
after a very gruelling set lost with a score of 79. In the second and
third sets they rallied splendidly and won 61 and 64.
The R.A.P.C. were our next opponents. We again drew, Ayliffe
and Glazier again being the ones to lose, 64 and 63. This pair seem
to get worse as they go on, perhaps its through lack of training, for
they beat this same pair easily in a previous match.
The whole trouble is that they cannot make a decision when an
opponent comes to the net. C.S.M. Williams and C.Q.M.S. Hills
again played well, and took command of their game from the start,
winning 64 and 75.
On Empire Day we lost our first match against the R.A. (North).
C.S.M. Williams and Hills were the first pair. They seemed to be off
colour, and that little margin between " good" and " away " always
seemed on the wrong side. They lost 75 and 63. Ayliffe and
Glazier also lost, to an inferior pair it seemed, the net man again caus
ing much annoyance and " wild " hitting.
" INCOGNITA."

SERGEANTS' MESS.

Regimental Sports.
The Battalion Sports were held on May the 8th, at North Front.
As no doubt you will have already received an account of them, I will
not go into details.
We were at home on that day to our many friends in Gibraltar,
both military and civilian. I think they took the fullest advantage
of the glorious sunshine for there were about four hundred in our
enclosure.
All the events were very keenly contested which added much to the
enjoyment of the afternoon.

Owing to the fog at N.F. Range, the Rifle Shoot with H.M.S.
Vansittart and H.M.S. Emerald was postponed, so as not to disaopoint
our friends the C.P.O. and F.O.'s of the Vansittart who had already
arrived in the Mess, we decided to carry out a few practices in the
Miniature Range. The practices were as follows :—
MINIATURE.—TNO. 1. 5 Rounds Slow. Large Target.
REVOLVER.—No. 2. 6 Rounds Slow. Revolver Target.
MINIATURE.—No. 3. 5 Rounds Snap Shooting.
MINIATURE.—No. 4. 5 Rounds Slow.  Small Targets.
After a very successful afternoon we managed to run out victors by
a good majority after which we adjourned to the Mess to partake ot
Tea (in two kinds, one in Cups and the other in Glasses).
Herewith Scores :—
BUFFS v. " H.M.S. VANSITTART. 28526.
Buffs.
1. Rev. 3. 4. Total.
McLean
14
6 16 14
50
Farrow
19 12 19 13 63
Crowne
19 15 16 15 65
Cross ...
18
18 14
59
Burt ...
18
17 15 53
Holman
19 12 15 14
60
Robinson
18 17 15 14
64
Parks ...
11 13 11 15
40
Larkin
17 11 17 12
57
H.M.S. Vansittart.
1. Rev. 3.
Total.
Glover
18
6 12 14
50
Jock
11
0
4
5
20
WEBBER (TUBBY)
6 17
5 6
34
Miller ...
17 13 10
8
48
Hawkins
11
6
4
0
21
Wilton
13
3 8 1
25
Bennett
17
3
47
Veale ...
0
12
21
Buffs' Best Six ...
369
Vansittart's Best Six
231

Things Heard.
How did Tubby balance himself when firing ?
Who was the C.P.O. who hit the target once and took aboard a
target with a possible to show Jimmy The One ?
Did Crochets take the lug of the foresight Protectors for a bit of
practice for the last Spoon Shoot ? Ask the A.S.S.
1ST BATTALION THE BUFFS V. H.M.S. " EMERALD."
Since the arrival of H.M.S. Emerald to Gibraltar we have had the
pleasure of making many friends amongst the C.P.O.'s and P.O.'s
of the boat in question, and we are glad to see that they have made
themselves quite comfortable, and at home in our Mess at South
Barracks.
We recently received a Challenge to a shoot on the range at North
Front, but unfortunately the match was cancelled, due to the Lavant.
However, with all due haste, a match on our miniature rifle range was
proposed, which was keenly contested resulting in a win for the Buffs
by 102 points.
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19
15
18
18
18
17
20
12

Sgt. Robinson ...
L/Sgt. Cox
C.Q.M.S. Hills ...
L/Sgt. Parks
Ar.S.Sgt. Hailstone
Sgt. Watson
C.S.M. Farrow ...
R.S.M. Martin ...

5
15
5
15
16
6
16
6
8
18
8
8
18
8

15
9
15
15
3
9
9
12

19
13
15
16
15
15
20
16

Total.
68
52
64
65
54
49
65
48

Total 465
17
17
19
17
12
15
14
15

S.P.O. Gould .
C.P.O. Cotterell
O.A. Robbins .
Sgt. Facey
Sgt. Finch
E.R.A. Davison
S.P.O. Johns
S.W. Compton .

16 3 13
7 6 11
16 15 10
18 3 7
14 6 12
14 0 13
8 6 13
10 3 13

Total.
49
41
60
45
44
42
41
41

Total 363
After the shoot many thirsty souls adjourned to the Mess where
I believe the match was shot off all over again (I mean amongst our
Naval friends). We have R.S.M. Martin to thank lor keeping things
going, by suggesting a" Ten minutes Billiards Match " between the two
teams ; again the Buffs were victorious, winning by 151 points.
H.M.S. Emerald.
Buffs.
35 E.R.A. Dwisou
...
... 16
Ar.S.Sgt. Hailstone
37 S.W. Compton
...
...
7
R.S.M. Martin
37 P.O. Parker
16
L/Sgt. Cox
48 S.P.O. Johns
7
C.S.M. Farrow
26 Sgt. Facey
11
Sgt. Burville
18 Sgt. Finch
45
Sgt. Louth (Chips) ...
31 CP.O. Cotterell
14
Sgt. Burt
24 P.O. Thornilly
13
Sgt. Cross
29
P.O.
Hooper
5
Sgt. Watson
Total 285

Total 134

Our dark horse, C.S.M. (Lobby) Farrow as usual got his eye down,
and leaving nothing to chance, made the highest score. Altogether
a very pleasant afternoon and evening was spent.

CORPORALS' MESS.

Our Mess is getting busier every month. This month all we can
hear is'' Who do you meet next time ? '' and'' I want twopence off you,"
these remarks referring to the Billiards Tournament, and the terms of
the StaceTremlett Consolidated Trust Syndicate.
We had our first game of cricket this year against the Sergeants.
The Sergeants were unlucky to have C.Q.M.S. Hills away as he had
injured his hand in a previous game. The scores will appear later.
Our next item was a Billiards Tournament; this proved immensely
popular and attracted numerous entries. We should take up all The
Dragon if we were to give an account of each match, but suffice to say
many interesting and surprising games were seen. Cpl. Ayliffe met
L/c. Bourne in the final. The game was fairly even up to a 150, but
after that Ayliffe pulled away and won by 22. It was a good game
throughout except for a few " flukes."
We are having a Handicap shortly; let us hope it will be
as successful
We have had parties of our Mess visit the Corporals of the Suffolk
Regiment at Buena Vista. We do not get on very well with them at
present; perhaps it is because they do not use buckets.
Heard from a " Queenie" at Cricket Match.—" That wicketkeeper
did'nt stop those three he missed, did he ? "
(Contributor).—He won't do for the Tests.
" INCOGNITA."

"B" COMPANY.

We have done very little in the way of sports this month. Duties
are much easier now that "D" Company have completed firing, We
hear that we shall soon be starting Pokeydie, because we shall soon
commence to fire our annual musketry course. The battalion sports
were held on the 8th May, and we were unfortunate in not having
many competitors in the finals. We were very unfortunate in losing
the TugofWar Championship to "D" Company, which I might mention
we have held for five years in succession. Hard lines, "B." We
congratulate Pte. Maddon (Chink), on winning the one mile and three
miles with ease. (Well done, Chink). At the totalling up of
points towards the HarrisShield we finished with occupying third place,
"C" Company beating us by a narrow margin.
On the 18th inst., we held a trial cricket match to pick out a company
team. We have some very promising players and we hope to do well
this season.
Swimming has begun and we are now looking forward to the Water
Polo games.
The Garrison Sports take place on the 28th and 29th inst., and I
will give the results later; and, by the way, the Command Shoot
takes place next month. Leave has commenced in the Company
and many of us are looking forward to two months leave, before pro

ceeding to train some time this year.

Things we want to know.

Where is the Garage at Casemates ?
Can L/Cpl. Lewis tell us how many mice it took to carry the cheese
away; if not ask the Company for Brunswick. This may give some
clue ?
Is TreacleBender a pushpice Champion, since he has been in the
Company ?
Who are the two great friends of Mr. Jones in No. 8 Platoon ?
When is Darkey Lewis going on his course to Por K ?

"C" COMPANY.

We have been hard at it this month with Company Training and
Musketry in preparation for our annual musketry course. The brain
ing proved extremely interesting, especially the "Landing Scheme."
For the purpose of the scheme (magic words) four officers and about
eighty men, all in full fighting rig, embarked on H.M.T. May and made
for the balmy Mediterranean with four motor boats bringing up in
rear. On reaching the other side of the Rock, about a mile from the
shore of Sandy Bay, the Tug " hove too." (I hope readers will excuse
my nautical terms ?) and we transhipped on to the motor boats. We
then rushed to the shore and attacked up the side of the Rock. I
must now ask the readers to do as we did and use their imagination.
After we had beaten the enemy off and blown up the oil wells, we re
treated by bounds back to our boats which were being looked after by
the " Beachmaster," C.Q.M.S. Lane. Quite a lot of us got our feet
and legs wet, but there appeared to be no reason why one should roll
in the water when pushing the boat off; perhaps that was what the
Colonel was " tickled to death" over. We then went out to the Tug
and sailed peacefully home.
We are busy at our course now. Table R have finished with—as
far as we know—quite a respectable score; not as good as expected
perhaps, even though so much pains has been taken with them, and
their instructors (great men) have all bought sunglasses. Table
L appear to be quite keen ; perhaps they are out to beat 1 on 1 this
year.
We have had two games of cricket; one was a Company Trial, the
other a friendly with 14 Group, "H.Q." Wing. The trial was quite
good, several new players coming to light who only need practice to
become welcome additions to our Company side.
In the match with 14 Group, we had two away playing for the
Battalion and also several firing on the range. 14 Group had none of
the Band playing as they were learning to carry stretchers. The scores
are attached :—

Company Cricket.
"C" COMPANY.

Pte. Elliott, b French
Pte. Lower, run out
Pte. Phillips, b Gowan
Pte. Burt, c Aston, b Gowan
L/c. Mount, c and b Barrell
Cpl. Ayliffe, c Southon, b Wilson
Pte. Lailey, b Wilson..
Pte. Bowman, not out
Pte. Burtenshaw, lbw, b Dixey
L/c. West, b Davey
Pte. Steed, b Davey
Byes
Total

4
4
4
2
15
24
25
6
1
0
0
4
89

"E.14" 2ND ELEVEN.

Pte. Spice, b Ayliffe
Pte. Barrel, c Ayliffe, b Burt
Pte. Davey, b Burt
Pte. French, c Lailey, b Burt
Pte. Hammond, b Ayliffe
Pte. Smith, c and b Elliott
Pte. Southon, b Ayliffe
Pte. Wilson, c and b Burt
Pte. Aston, c and b Ayliffe
Pte. Gowan, not out
Extras
Total

0
9
1
6
10
19
0
41
3
8
6
103

We have now got a new game, that is, listening for a word
of command, which we have got to hear even though it may not be
given.

Things we want to know.

" INCOGNITA."

In the new sequence of training at Hythe, does the barrel mouth
piece screw the other way, and is it permissible to assist it with a dry
scrubber ?

"D" COMPANY.

Since the last Notes, things have been very quiet. The Company
has played a few games of cricket, only friendly games, just to get their
hand in for the Season's Harris Shield Competitions.
In the Garrison Sports we had a good many entries from the
Company who helped ,to bring the Battalion up in points, but a result
of the Garrison Sports is given by someone else so I will not mention
about it, except to congratulate Chivers and Marsh on their running.
The Skipper has taken over Command of the Detachment whilst
Lt.Col. Lucas is away in U.K. and Lt. Fox has taken over the company
for a time.
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Sgt. Blake and Pte. Hunt have been granted leave to U.K. and we
all wish them a good time.
We are all wondering what has become of Lt. Boucher, as no one
seems to know whether he has left us for good.
It is regretted that owing to Platoon Correspondents being amongst
those due to go home this season, they have failed to render their usual
reports, hence the shortage of notes.

Things we want to know.

The name of our next Station ?
When are the 1926 and '27 men going home, and what will they do
in Civvy life ?
SEAMAN.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

Our Notes having been very conspicuous by their absence for some
time past, I think the first item on the programme should be an apology
for that omission. We have, however, a satisfactory excuse to bring
forward, that being our recent, and somewhat extensive activities,
both in connection with our work, and also in the " Field of Sport.'
However, by careful scrutiny of my memorandum, and the application
of vast and severe mental effort, I will now attempt to rectify the
aforesaid omission, fervently hoping for success and the " luck of the
amateur."
With regard to our activities in the Sports Field, the most prominent
event was the very enjoyable afternoon spent in carrying out our
Platoon Sports at Camp Bay on Monday, the 17th inst., and I think
we owe Sgt. Burt and his able assistants a vote of thanks for the way
they prepared that rather confined space allotted us for the occasion,
and their excellent management in the carrying out of the programme,
etc.
Keen competition and excellent sport were the order of the day,
the " Gunners " turning out in force either to witness or take part in
various events. Much zest and enthusiasm was added by the fact that
No. 1 and No. 2 Sections were in keen opposition in practically every
event, for the points awarded to the successful competitors of either
Section, No. 2 Section winning in the end by 59$ points to the 46$
" collected " by No. 1 Section.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Cribben and Pte. Bamford on their
excellent duel in the "100 yards " final, also " Polly " for the " pep "
he put into that 880 yards, and Young for his fine running in the '' Mile,"
" Dersie" also shewed us fine fleetness of foot in the 100 and 220 yards,
It is very gratifying to see so much talent coming to light in the Platoon,
which must assuredly be noted for future reference. The following
day the Platoon won the tugofwar against the local Transport
Company by two pulls to nil, our team pulling together excellently
against a much heavier team.
The evening of the 19th inst. brought us another good tussle between
the two Sections, at Bayonet Fencing, No. 2 Section winning by eight
fights to six. We now await with bated breath and considerable
anxiety the results of the collossal " Tipit" and " HandBall"
championships which may loom upon us at any moment.
On WhitMonday we enjoyed a fine game of cricket at " Camp
Bay," a team from each section being again in opposition. At the
conclusion of the second innings No. 1 Section proved the victors by
38 runs. Enthusiasm ran high and some good scores were " knocked
up," the best scores in No. 1 Section's Eleven being:—Pte. Betts, 20
in each innings, Pte. Ansell, 28, 1st innings and Pte. Reid, 25 in the 2nd
innings, and for No. 2 Section, L/Cpl. Cribben and Pte. Rabbeth, a
score of 21 each in the 1st innings.
To our Platoon Sergeant, Sgt. Parks, and L/Cpl. Newell, we also
extend our congratulations on their success in the recent examination
for First Class Certificates of Education.
The King's Birthday parade on the " Alameda" was, we hear, a
great success, and we modestly attribute a fair share of it to the
" Gunners," who, with the exception of five men only, formed the
" Colour Escort" and also assisted in the " keeping of the ground."
It is very gratifying to know that our efforts met with such success,
which I think, is in itself a tribute to the " old Gunners" who have
" gone before."
In the closing sentence of these notes may I extend to our Platoon
Commander, Captain Peareth, now on leave on the Continent, the
unanimous and .sincere wishes of his " Gunners," that he is thoroughly
enjoying his holiday, and, in fact, having a Right Royal time.

Platoon Sports.
Results of Finals.

A. B. GINNER.

100 YARDS.

1st : L'c. Cribben ; 2nd : Pte. Bamford ; 3rd : Pte. Taylor.
220 YARDS.

1st: L/c. Cribben ; 2nd : Pte. Bamford ; 3rd : Pte. Betts.
440 YARDS.

1st : Pte. Golding ; 2nd : L/c. Followell; 3rd : Pte. Finn.
880 YARDS.

1st: Pte. Perkins > 2nd : Pte. Golding ; 3rd : Pte. Finn.
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Things we want to know.

Who missed his " Kruschen " on that Friday morning ?
And did things take on a " Rosia " hue afterwards ?
Is " fall out one " included in the I.A. for " Runawaj7 Gun " ?
And are there any " Betts " on that problem ?
Who was the man that went to the " Canteen" to get Cresole ?
Was he a No. .? ?
Who found the "Bumping Melee" a "Payneful" pastime?
Who are the " Tipit" enthusiasts ?
Who was the " Gunner" that invented a new nomdeplume for
the " Field Plotter " ?
And did he describe it as a " lump of tin " ?
When will " Phoebe " get his place in the Battalion Cricket Team ?
And could '' Crib '' enlighten us ?
Why were we " Caless " at the Platoon Sports ?
Had he an engagement with the " Bedfords " ?
Could "Billy " give us a few tips on " Silver mining," or " Tanners,
and how to find 'em " ?

SIGNAL SECTION.

This past month has passed by without much being undertaken
with regard to signal training, owing to T.O.E.T. and firing. Those
that have fired their course have obtained good averages and we trust
the remainder will do the same.
Cricket has given us some pleasant times and amongst the good
matches must be mentioned the excellent game given us by H.M.S.
Volunteer. We also managed to arrange a billiards match with the
same boat, the scores of which are published below :—
Swimming and fishing have been entered upon with earnestness
and some good evenings have been obtained following these pastimes.
We also hope to shortly be able to producea good polo team.

Billiards Tournament.

Miles ...
Ford ...
Thrumble
Kendall
Feakins
Standen

Signals.

100

95
92

100
100
100

Sivell
Cutler
Bolton
Cawood
Burford
Plumber

H.M.S. Volunteer
100
100

84
81
34

THE DRUMS.

At last our minds are relieved from the thoughts of " Trooping the
Colours," it being all over once again, and a great success from every
one's point of view. There are quite a few who say thank goodness
it is all finished with, for a time at least.
The Rock Fishing Club held their first Fishing Competition of the
Season, 1926, on the 31st May, the place of execution being the favourite
spot, The Detached Mole. Although the weather was delightful and the
tide favourable, the competitors' catches were very small.
Fisherman Cronkey was again successful, obtaining 3rd prize with
a catch weighing 1J lbs., also tieing with L/Cpl. White of "B" Company
in the aggregate, each catching twentyseven fish.
Well done, " Cronky," the Drums' Representative.

Things we want to know.

What kind of linguist is a Chaffenier ? (Ask Tubby).
Has " Swill " published the " Banns " yet ?
" Georgie ! " why don't you marry the girl ?
Why is " G.B." of noted fame, going to have nothing more to do
with girls, and did he get his " Ring Back " ?
When will " Stripy," alias Queen Anne, get promotion and when
is he going to Casemates ?
How many are " Sweating" on leaving us on June the 24th, 1926,
and will they have an unpleasant surprise ?
Who is Trousers ?
W.T.J.S. AND H.C.

Effects.
List of the names of deceased Officers, Soldiers and
Airmen whose personal estate is held for distribution
amongst the NextofKin or others entitled.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as NextofKin should be addressed by letter
to " The Under Secretary of State, War Office, Caxton
House, London, W. 1.," and marked outside " Effects."
£ S. d.
Pte. C. E. Edge, E. Kent Regiment
...
7 9 5

ONE MILE.

1st: Pte. Finn ; 2nd : Pte. Golding ; 3rd : Pte. Young.
" PUTTING THE SHOT."

1st : L/c. Cribben, 32 feet 10 ins. ; 2nd : L/c Smith, 27 feet 3
ins. ; 3rd : Pte. Clohcssy, 26 feet 5 ins.
WHEELBARROW RACE.

1st: Ptes. Clohessy and Bing ; 2nd : Ptes. Finn and Golding.
TUGO' WAR.

No. 1 Section won by two pulls to one.
EELAY RACE.

Won by No. 2 Section, with a close finish.

How to get " The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
i year 8f, 6 months 4p, J months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs
Canterbury.
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The 2nd Battalion.

E are aware that it
is now almost bad
W
form to mention the

general strike, but last
month's issue left "A" and
"C" Companies returning
from strike duty " in the
course of a few days."
They actually arrived back
at Portland on May 21st.
"A" Company marched
straight out to Chickerell,
where "B" Company is
now and where "C" Com
pany will be in ten days
or so.
"A" and "D" Companies march out to
Wool for their Company Training on Friday.
It is understood that they will not have such
an early start this year as, last June, some
officers returning from leave for the Regi
mental dinner (the march out to Wool always
seems to be the day after) found that they had
very little time to change their clothes and
don marching order.
So for the last month everything has been
in its normal state, which means dull, and
that is why there is nothing interesting to
record.
The King's birthday was celebrated on
June 5th by a parade of the colours, after
which there was a general holiday—except
for those unfortunates who struck B.O. duty
on that day. Everyone took advantage of
the glorious weather to go out for cricket,
fishing (which is very popular here in the
harbour) or other recreations, so we can well
imagine the feeling that prompted the artist
to produce the picture—found elsewhere—
which we suspect is the result of his being
orderly officer himself.
Even the number of our visitors has been
distinctly below the average. A Brigade
Commander's inspection enabled Sir Hugh
Elles, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., to lunch in the
mess one day. It appears that there is not to
be any Brigade or Divisional training this
year.
We welcome Major N. S. Hart, who has
been posted to the battalion after having been
with the Air Ministry.
Captain C. S. F. Witts of the 4th Battalion
and 2/Eieut. G. E. HastingsEvered of the
Supplementary Reserve of the Royal Berkshire
Regiment have both just finished doing three
weeks training with us.
SUBEDITOR.

XKAt Orderly OJ(»ctr
k>^V UufcrfUy 191b

Cricket.
The constant movements of the Battalion make
it very difficult for us to field our strongest cricket
team, but in spite of this, three fixtures have been
completed since the last match versus H.M.S.
Marlborough was reported.
The first took place on the United Services ground,
Portland, on the 26th May, when we were heavily
defeated by the Depot Royal Tank Corps, Bovington.
Col. Hulton of the Tank Corps won the toss and
elected to bat first on a rather bumpy wicket and with
sixteen runs on the board three wickets had fallen to
the bowling of Bds. Nelthorpe who displayed
exceptionally good form.
A partnership between Col. Hulton and A.Q.M.S.
Wilson stopped the rot and the innings was brought to
a close when Col. Hulton was dismissed by a very smart
catch of Boy Rayment off the bowling of Lt. Botley.
The Buffs first Innings yielded only 19 runs as the
Tanks bowlers, Capt. Rimington and Mr. Napier were
in deadly form with the ball, but a decided im
provement was shown in the second Innings when 61
runs were made for eight wickets.
Results.
DEPOT R.T.C.

1st Innings.
Capt. Rimington, b Nelthorpe
Pte. Bryant, ct Botley, b Nelthorpe
Pte. Taylor, b Nelthorpe
Capt. Harcourt, b Nelthorpe
A.Q.M.S. Wilson, b Nelthorpe

0
15
3
2
18
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Depot R.T.C. Brought forward
Col. Hulton, ct Rayment, b Botley
Mr. Napier, e and b Nelthorpe
L/Cpl. Wilton, c and b Nelthorpe
Pte. Norman, run out
Pte. Shapcott, b Nelthorpe
Pte. Bowles, not out
Extras

38
35
2
1
4
0
0
22

Total

" H.M.S. CURACOA."
1st Innings.
Wethey, st Morgan, b Smith
Laslett, b Smith
Lawson, b Smith
Sharpe, b Nelthorpe
Boyle, c Morgan, b Nelthorpe
!
Freeman, b Smith
Lawder, b Smith
Young, lbw Smith
Wilson, b Nelthorpe
Crabb, not out
Gill, b Smith
Extras

... 102

2ND BATTALION THE BUFFS.

Is/ Innings.
R.S.M. Dare, c Hulton, b
Rimington 4 4
Lt. Haggard, b Napier
Pte. Sirrett, b Napier
B. M. Hewitt, b Rimington
Capt. Hamilton, b Napier
Lt. Hoare, b Rimington ...
Lt. Parry, b Napier

2nd Innings.
b Bowles ...4.
b Bowles
lbw Harcourt

1

c Rimington, b
Bowles
c Wilson, b
Bowles
not out
c Wilson, b
Bowles
B. Bryant ......
Extras

Bds. Nelthorpe, not out
Extras
19

0
12
4
20
1
0

(Total (8 wkts.) 61

Lt. Hoare and B. M. Hewitt did not bat in second
innings.
BOWLING ANALYSIS.
2ND BUFFS.

1st Innings.
Rimington ...
...
...
Napier
2nd Innings.
Wilton
Bowles
Harcourt
...
...
...
Bryant

4 for 9
6 for 6
0 for 16
6 for 33
1 for 12
1 for 0

*

DEPOT TANK CORPS.

1st Innings.
Nelthorpe
8 for 34
Botley
...
1 for 22
Hammond ...
...
...
0 for 4
Hamilton
0 for 20
2ND BUFFS V. " H.M.S. CURACOA."
In this match we were successful by nine runs.
The honours of the day went to Bds. Nelthorpe who
put on a brilliant 46 and to Sgt. Smith who assisted
Nelthorpe to dispose of our opponents.
Results.
2ND BUFFS.
1st Innings.
R.S.M. Dare, c Wilson, b Laslett
4
2/Lt. Bruce, c Wilson, b Laslett
0
Capt. Hamilton, b Laslett
0
Lt. Hoare, c Young, b Laslett
0
Capt. Morgan, b Lawson
1
Cpl. Tutt, b Laslett
14
2/Lt. Nicholson, c Lawson, b Laslett
19
Boy Rayment, not out
11
Sgt. Smith, b Gill
1
Bds. Nelthorpe, c Gill, b Young
46
Bds. Shelton, lbw Laslett
0
Extras
2
Total

Total

98

89

BOWLING ANALYSIS.
2ND BUFFS.

c Napier,b Bowles 12

Pte. Hammond, c Bryant,
b Napier
Boy Rayment, b Napier ...
Lt. Botley, b Rimington ...

Total

3

8

2
32
0
8
0
1
5
4
12
5
5
7

1st Innings.
...
...
...

Lawson
Laslett
Gill ...
Hoyle
Crabb
Young

...
...
...

...
...
...

...
...
...

H.M.S. CURACOA.
1st Innings.
Nelthorpe ...
...
...
Smith
...
...
...
Hamilton ...
...
...

1 for 17
7 for 19
1 for 10
0 for 25
0 for 11
1 for 8
3 for 33
7 for 44
0 for 1

2ND BUFFS V. PORTLAND RED TRIANGLE.
Played at Redfern on 5/6/26.
2ND BUFFS.
1st Innings.
Sgt. Sidwell, c Savage, b Taunton
23
Lt. Bruce, b Taunton
6
Boy Rayment, c Taunton, b Dennis
1
Lt. Nicholson, c Tompkins, b Taunton
8
Bds. Nelthorpe, b Savage
10
Cpl. Tutt, b Taunton
0
Sgt. Smith, b Taunton
0
Capt. Hamilton, not out
5
Cpl. Robinson, b Taunton
0
Pte. Hanson, b Savage
0
Lt. D'Arcy Symonds, b Putman
5
Extras
10
Total

68

PORTLAND RED TRIANGLE.

1st Innings.
W. Clements, b Hamilton
W. Thorne, b Nelthorpe
G. Putman, b Nelthorpe
W. Darrington, b Nelthorpe
W. Tomkins, lbw Hamilton
J. Pearce, b Hanson
B. Geard, b Hamilton
F. Taunton, b Hamilton
E. Russell, c Tut, b Nicholson
A. Savage, not out
A. Dennis, b Hanson
Extras

37
2
0
4
8
6
2
1
14
0
1
2

Total

77

BOWLING ANALYSIS.
2ND BUFFS.

Dennis
Taunton
Savage

Putman

1st Innings.

1 for 17
6 for 31
2 for 10
1 for 0
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PORTLAND RED TRIANGLE.

1st Innings.
3 for 26
Nelthorpe
0 for 23
Smith
4 for 23
Hamilton
2 for 0
Hanson
1 for 3
Nicholson
We were distinctly unlucky to lose this match as
the Triangles' highest scorer, W. Clements, was missed
three times, two of the chances being absolute
" sitters." Sgt. Smith was unlucky in hurting his
shoulder and having his bowling severely flogged as
a consequence. Capt. Hamilton put himself on instead
and by keeping an extremely good length, he got four
wickets. Cpl. Tutt brought off a magnificent catch
in the deep field off the slow bowling of Lt. Nicholson.
NOOOCASTRIAN.

SERGEANTS' MESS.
Well, Mr. Editor, I shall have to apologize for short notes this month,
there being nothing outstanding to record with regard to the Mess.
Apparently the alteration in the Musketry Course has caused some
of the Members to reflect back on their shooting abilities, judging by
results, and up to the present some have buried their badges of marks
manship and wear a look of forlorn hope instead, others I am glad to
relate, have kept to standard.
. .
The Members congratulate C.Q.M.S. Austen on winning the Billiard
Tournament; also Sgt. Pinchard, A.E.C. and Sgt. Fawcett on winning
a prize for runner up and highest break respectively.
We had much pleasure in welcoming R.Q.M.S. Evans of the 1st
Battalion and C.O.M.S. Nash of the 5th Battalion here, who are of the
partv proceeding' to Canada. The Members wished them a Bon
Voyage" and trust they will enjoy themselves thoroughly, and in
cidentally hope their visit will further cement the bond of friendship
that exists between the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada and our grand
°ld In6conclusion the Members offer their deepest sympathy to Sgt.
Goldfinch during his recent bereavement.
A

"A" COMPANY.
No Notes last month ? Sorry, blame the strike ! The same excuse,
no doubt, will be given all round, but it is quite true.
On 30th April, "A" and "D" Companies went to Chickerell for their
annual weapon training course, and, as is usually the case when march
ing into a camp, got wet through. They soon settled down however,
and made themselves comfortable.
During the following week we managed to fire a few practices, both
with the rifle and Lewis gun. Soon rumours of strikes and strike duty
got around, and mysterious parties, X Y and Z's were whispered of,
which put everybody on pins and needles. Late at night, and some
times into the early hours of the morning one could see shadows on
the canvas of the Company Office tent, as though in secret conflab.
Someone said it was the C.S.M. saying his prayers, another said
we were preparing plans for a moonlight flit, another thought Charlie
had lost a man and was looking for him in the C.S.M.'s inkpotbut,
all were wrong, at least, so the C.S.M. says ; you ask him .
However, on Saturday, 8th May, "A" Company struck some tents
and packed up suddenly, and on Sunday enbussed for—destination
unknown, until we got there—Bristol, accompanied by halt ot
Company, who joined us at Chickerell from The Verne.
We left Chickerell at about 10.15 a.m. and travelled through some
of the most beautiful scenery in the southwest of England. A lovely
drive, although rather cold. We eventually arrived at The Depot,
The Gloucestershire Regiment, Bristol, about 7 p.m., less a party of
"C" Company who left us just outside Bristol to proceed to an electric
power station. "A" Company and the few of "C" remaining were
billetted in the Gloucester's Gymnasium.
. ,
We were all very comfortable indeed, little to do, and most ot the
day to do it in. The greatest drawback was that we were all confined
to barracks, except, that we were allowed to go to the recreation ground
of the Gloucesters which was just outside the barracks and known to
many as the " Four Fields.'' This place seemed to be a very attractive
spot; whether it was the bracing air, the beautiful trees, or fhe lovely
" birds," I cannot say, but, if ever you wanted a man you could find
hiYftS five^r^x
days, Weut. Knocker, the C.S.M. and about thhty
other ranks left us to relieve Capt. Morley and a party of C Company
who were at a place called Portishead, guarding an oil, or rather petrol
depot of the ShellMex Petrol Co. It was not a badjob.byall
accounts, unless one went around smoking, when it was possible, and
highly probable that all would go skyhigh as there wasso^e humireds
nay, thousands of tons of petrol stored there m huge tanks like gas
ometers and the ground was saturated with petrol. Here, one had
' to do twentyfour hours combined guard and patrol duty'
JTInSn
four off. I understand that this party had just got mcely setHed down
when they, three days later, got orders suddenly to pack up and return
to Bristol, being relieved again by Capt. Morley s party.

I forgot to mention that prior to going out to Portishead, the C.S.M.

managed to organize and run a whist drive in the Gymnasium. There
were no ladies present, and coir mattresses had to be used for tables,
whilst a blanket had to do duty as a chair for each player. However,
under the circumstances, and considering it was got up at very short
notice, it was a very successful and enjoyable show.
The prizewinners were as follows :—
Ladies' 1st: C.O.M.S. Taylor (a foine lass !)
Ladies' 2nd : Pte. Wilkinson (a darkeyed beauty).
Gents' 1st: Pte. Petley (a Man of Kent).
Gents' 2nd : Tte. Dodson ("H.Q." Wing), (Flagger of Wags).
Ladies' Booby : (Oxo) : Miss M. Barnes Pte. (Dot and Carry One).
Gents' Booby (Soap) : Pte. Maynard ("C" Sick).
The prizes were very good and useful, consisting of boxes containing
Soap, Brilliantine, Tooth Paste, Brushes, Shaving Soap, Matches,
Sweets, Cigarettes, Pipes, Tobacco, Looking Glasses, Handkerchiefs,
Writing Pads, etc., etc.
.
t
As regards the strike, things were very quiet around Bristol and
nothing exciting happened, so eventually we entrained and returned to
Chickerell to complete our interrupted course, whilst "C Company
returned to The Verne.
.
Much more could be written of our doings during the period we have
been away from The Verne, but it would, I am afraid, take up too
much space, and, incidentally, I am not over fond of wielding the pen.
Still, when one has read all the Companies' notes, I think a very good
outline of recent events will be obtained, without crowding everything
into these particular notes.
We completed our course and returned to The Verne on June 3rd,
where we stay until the 18th, when we march to Bovington for Company
Training.
, .
,,
As regards sport there is very little to record this month ; every
thing has been too unsettled to do much and parades, etc. usually keep
us going until late in the afternoon.
.
I regret to sav that man3T " Guns " departed this life at Chickerell;
the C.S.M. died in the hole for ONE, whilst quite a number buried their
" tanners" for a twelvemonth.
^
,
Corporal Wood is to be congratulated on getting Company Shot.
Sgt. A. Smith tied with him, but the C.O.'s decision is final, and the
honour was awarded to the former.
,
We were, most of us, too upset to attend the funeral; m fact we
thought it best to wait until next year when we may have " JoyBells.

Things we want to know.

ASCOT.

How long is the " can " to remain rusty ?
Who fell over the railway line with the dixie of tea at Portishead ?
And was it the C.S.M. ?
Are ditches made for water or human beings ?
Who is the N.C.O. who volunteered for duty on the Four Fields r
Is Pelmanism good for the liver ?
>
Who suffers from loss of memory ? (" Poor girl).
How many hours are there in a day's work ?
Who's next for the Marriage Stakes ?
And is he of the Oxford Bags ?
Who lost his kit on " Active Service " at Bristol ? ^ ^
Is it wise to do your courting beneath an electric light standard r

"B" COMPANY.

Here we are, all merrv and smiling, esconced under canvas at Ye
Olde ande ancient towne" of Chickerell, for the purpose of firing our
annual W.T. Course.
.
On a wet and windy night, The Verne is nice ? but under canvas
on the same kind of night when the " pawny" trickles m through
undreamed of holes, and one wakes up and thinks the camp
has miraculously shifted over the Chesil Beach, well, The Verne is
sort of longed for. We read a lot about British optimism and cheer
fulness in adverse circumstances and anyone who doubts it should be
in a tent on a nice wet night. The water comes in on one side, someone
in the dry gets a laugh, but eventually the water comes in there too,
and the laugh is reversed, and so the night is passed, perhaps if not m
bliss, at least thankful we are not " skates."
.
We are "sweating" on classifying any day now, but during the
practices we have done, the firing has been jolly good, and we are
hoping, every mother's son of us, that " Mr. Bung will have no one
on his list from "B" Company.
, . , . ..
,
After firing we get plenty of time for sports and cricket and bayonet
fencing claim most followers.
„
At cricket, in a series of matches of the Howe Shield, No. 8
Platoon have beaten No. 7, whilst No. 6 havebeaten No5Platoon
and we are looking forward to a good game m the final between No. 8
^iS^platoon bayonet fencing has not taken place yet, but No. 7
Platoon had a try out against the Drums and won by three fights to
tW°Whilst here we have had a flying visit from C.S.M Bones who was
on working leave spying for a job in Civvie Street, and he looked good
and fit and one and all of us wish him the best of fortune in his quest.
Our famous Oliver has returned to the fold, likewise his twin, and
a11 They Se^w blossomed out in the roll of motor cyclists, and the
steadv chugchug of engines are heard in camp, followed by several
explosions, but no alarm is raised as one and all know it is Oliver and
twin setting forth on their motor bikes.
_ , ,
I am afraid this must be all once again, but may I plead a little
indulgence from "B" Company readers if I add a little personal item.
I notice that a scribe has arisen from the ranks of the Trained Men
at the Depot, and he claims to be the first since the (m his own words)
" great BIB." If he cares to take the trouble of looking up Dragons
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tn°?«?°fTfm5eE 192/~° °ctober> 1925 he will perhaps be enlightened
that is appenSdtoeto
^ recorded over the saIne signature
*
^ memory serves me well, the Master Tailor could also
h
nomdephime of .^!.WaS °nCe at great trmiblc to find the owner of the

"C" COMPANY.

Owing to the Company being away on strike duty, we were too late
to get m any notes for last month. While at Bristol the Company was
fWw?t^rCf Son\e bein" at Portishead under the command of
norfey and Lieut. E. A. Airy had a party at Shirehampton,
ana tne Power Station guard under the command of 2/Lieut. Nicholson
Personally, I do not know who was best off, the Petrol Guard was one
^;ir^ walk round the tanks, except for the man on the lookout
post who, more than once stood the chance of being; blown over the ton
Smoking was prohibited everywhere, except our " den." Sometimes
one absentmmdedly would stroll out of the " den " with a cigarette
alight and would be quickly brought to his senses by the watchman who
was lond ot making monkey motions. " Doughv " and " Bricht
vtrre the lads of the villa^e T1iey were the lads to feed the
y . V e were very thankful to have two such " Scroungers " with
us, as we were kept short of nothing and never any complaints. " Any
2£y C¥S' ™atches' fa§s> etc> etc ' ! 1 ? onlv a few left.
Anyhow, although confined as we were, we made the best of it
Lieut. Airy and his party were dumped on the banks of the Avon,
sucn a lovely place it was, nothing to see only trees and water. Such
a lonely place at night, it was, visions everywhere. Ow ! !—Stand
to the guard, look there's hundreds of them lining the bank ?— Stop
!
y
it is only I ? near thing that.
nd
out
of
NT 1' ^ ,
the coal dust cometh the Power house guard." 2/Lt.
Nicholson spartv will not forget that guard. They must have had
Duckets of Deer to wash away the coal dust. They lived like lords
on a dust heap, and slept like birds on a telegraph "wire ? BuzBuz
Buzzzz.
We were not at all sorry to get back to The Verne and settle down
once again m the Barrack Rooms. Exercise was what we wanted
and we got it.

InterPlatoon Sports,
The InterPlatoon sports took place on the 10th and 11th of Tune,
and we heartily thank our officers and C.S.M. for the organisation of
tne sports. Each event was well represented and well carried out.
mention that the points gained by each Platoon for the sports
went towards the points for the Whif,aker Cup, and so, much interest
was shown m the entries. The weather might have been much nicer.
1 he wind was very rough, but the sunshine was welcome. The Sports
ground was well set out in every way, thanks to C.S.M. H. E. Baker
who must have worked hard to get such a rough piece of ground set
out, as it was. Capt. H. C. Morley started and judged each event with
the assistance of the Platoon Officers and the C.S.M. The events
that took place were as follows
100 yards, 220 yards, 440 vards,
880 yards and open mile. Then the Relay race, Putting the Shot,
High Jump, Long Jump and the Platoon Tugofwar.
The winners were :—
100 YARDS.

Pte. Spense, L/c. Coade, Marshall and Wakerell (Dead Heat).
220 YARDS.

Pte. Spense, L/Cpl. Coade, Pte. Goldsack.
440 YARDS.

Pte. Spense, Warren, L/Cpl. Coade.

880 YARDS.

Pte. Trinkwon, Warren, H. G. Baker.
ONE MILE.

Pte. Trinkwon, A. G. Baker, Cowell.
No. 12 Platoon.

PLATOON RELAY RACE.
PUTTING THE SHOT.

Cpl. Robinson, L/Sgt. Cronin, L/Cpl. Foad.
_ ,

HIGH JUMP.

L/Cpl. Butler, L/Cpl. Foad, Pte. Warren.
LONG JUMP.

E/Cpl. Foad, Pte. Spense, Marshall.

PLATOON TUGOFWAR.

No. 11 Platoon, No. 12 Platoon.
The points for the Whitaker Cup are now as follows :—
No 12 Platoon, 9 points ; No. 11 Platoon, 3 points ; No. 10 Platoon
3 points ; No. 9 Platoon, nil.
We are shortly moving to Chickerell to fire our Annual Musketry
Course, and there we hope to finish off the events for the Whitaker
Cricket, Tent Alarm and the best Platoon Average on the
Musketry Classification Course will decide the winners of the Cup.
We welcome 2/Lieut. Hastings Evered to the Company, who has
joined us for a short tour of duty.
S&f  MacNier, who was at S.A. School, Hy the, has now returned to
the Company much wiser than before ; we hope that he obtained an
excellent result on his Course.
We congratulate Sgt. Sidwell and L/Cpl. De Vroome in getting their
First Class Certificates of Education. Cpl. Rilev has left us for a ten
weeks course at Netheravon.
B/cPb Cross was selected to go to Canada and proceeded on June
bbn and *-he rest of the party a very good time.
o I n/t nt
Sgt. MacNier and Cpl. Robinson have taken on for 21 years.

"D" COMPANY.
a slight error, made by our correspondent (ExWinger)
 .?Wiag
in the date our notes intended for June's Edition were submitted too
late for publication in that issue. We apologise, " Dear Ed. " and
assure you that closer attention will be paid to this in future and so
prevent it reoccurring.
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We had rather a quiet time last month, mainly due to being on
Detachment at Chickerell, where we were firing our annual W.T.
Course, commencing on the 3526. The result has proved rather
disappointing, nothing like the average expected, being obtained.
Company Averages, LG. and Rifle, are :—1424 and 807 respectively.
Cpl. Trice again lived up to his reputation by gaining Company Shot
honours with a grand total of 315, thereby proving that " Married Life "
has made no difference to the keenness of his eye. A grand burial service
was held shortly after the Course, the chief mourners being our Cross
Country Trainer, " Donkey," " Mivvie " and Ruby, and it is noticed
that the " Blue Patrols " look rather bare now.
We congratulate Lieut. Knatchbull, Cpls. Trice, Tomlin, Ivey and
Reynolds and Pte. Batstone on gaining Marksman Badges in Table L.
Also Pte. Oliver and Pte. Birch in Table R.
We have not been able to hold any sports lately, but now that we
have returned to The Verne we look forward to B.E. getting on the war
path and giving us a few games. We have also had to postpone our
InterPlatoon Competition, but understand it is to be taken up again
shortly.
We congratulate Lieut. Haggard and L/c.Dell on passing the W.T.I.
Course and gaining Second Class.
We are sorry to hear that we are losing Pte. Hart who is .shortly
being transferred to the Army Reserve on completion of the seven years
Colour vService, but wish him the best of luck.
We congratulate L'cs. Kewell and Pitch on their recent promotion
on the 15526.
As we go to press we learn that the Company marches to Wool for
Company training on 19626 and " Our Lads " are feeling quite pleased
over recently having some feethardening " Route Marches."
RED AND EXWINGER.

Things we want to know.

How did Loony lose his way when carrying dinner to the Hospital ?
Or did he want to see if the Fleet was in ?
Do 485 empty cases equal 210 Ball ? (Ask Joe).
What causes Speed to spend so many weekends at Bridport ?
Have Mansions or Waitresses anything to do with it ?
Does Daylight think he is a marksman now that he can knock
mugs off the mantlepiece with a tennis ball ?
Does our ExCopper's bed walk ?
Has " Goats " thought of winning the A.S. medal from " Mivvie " ?
What causes Joe to walk about with a disheartened look ?
Is it sweating on marching to Wool ?
Does " Ginger " like wearing an apron at meal times ?
Is it to hide something which should not be seen ?
Does " Jimmy " think it better to come in early than get drunk ?
How was it that No. 15 Platoon's " Winger " got shot ?
Could exwinger explain the reason why RedHot carries a tin ?
Has a certain N.C.O. found out the diffeience between minerals and
liquors ?
When shall we receive a few answers to these ?
RED HOT AND EXWINGER.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

We are back once again in dear old Portland and have settled down
to R.S.M.'s parades, fog and " wind."
I think we were all very sorrv to leave Gosport, except of course the
few who have attractions here.
Tbe " Dukes " were very kind to us during our stay and I believe
the only general moan was that, owing to the strike, we were unable to
have our ten days' holiday at Netheravon, and had to spend four weeks
or so amongst the pitfalls and dangers of Pompey.
We upheld Albuhera Day in fine style by a sixaside match in the
morning and the final and issuing of prizes in the afternoon.
I had better not write too much about our stay at Gosport, as I may
be telling tales out of school, and by so doing may be the unwilling
instigator of quite a few divorce cases.
Cpl. Tutt has gone to Netheravon on the "M.G." Course. We all
wish him luck and hope he will not get rough and set fire to the village.
Our one and only Fagg is contemplating matrimonv, but we all wish
him the usual and say " Hard Luck."
Congratulations to Sgt. Shoobridge on obtaining threequarters of
his first. He has only to pass in English in his next attempt. He is
our " quarter bloke " now as C.Q.M.S. Austin has gone to Canada for
a month. Lucky dog.
I must apologise for the brevity of these notes, but our official
correspondent (Cpl. Tutt) is away.
Below are a few answers to recent queries which have been put to
me. These may serve for the guidance of individuals other than those
to whom they are addressed :—
Spencer:—Yes. I think 2/6 rather a lot of money. It was probably
owing to the damp grass on Pompev common that you did not vet
full value.
G.S. :—I think you should undergo the operation, as it will undoubtedly
be a saving in the future. Safety first—you know, George.
Bagg /—I don't know who would be a suitable best man. Try H.
Bailey. He looks strong.
Joe '—Charlotte. It is certainly a nice place for a Saturday evening
walk, but I would not advise you to marry the lady you met there.
Harry :—I do not think that Girl Guides are taught to bandage broken
hearts. But I agree that Thursday is rather rough for an afternoon
off.
Clat:—By crossing the ferry every evening one certainly gets used to
the rocking of the ship and the roaring of the waves. From Gosport
to Pompey 765443281 2/3 times is equal to a voyage from South
ampton to Bombay.
Stevens :—I don't advise you to add a highland piper to your jazz baud.
Some people don't care for music.
Happy .—Box creases are very fashionable at The Verne, but I believe
Oxford Bags are confined to the Band.
CLEARING PLUG.
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The Platoon has been at Gomer firing the Annual Machine Gun
Course on Browndown Ranges. The results are not as good as last
vear but considering that there are a lot of young hands, it is fairly
good' The Platoon average was 286*11, and there were 19 marksmen.
As was expected, Sgt. Shoobridge came out top again with a score of
417 Happy Williams winning the Hoare Individual Cup with a score
of 407. There were manv surprises when the results were worked
out. As John Kelsey said " Rumours always expand and get enlarged
uoon even as the scores from the Butts to the Firing Point. Amongst
the Reserve Gunners there were five Marksmen and their average was
^Unfortunately, owing to the strike, we are detained at Gosport
for an indefinite period. Our Commander, Lt. Turner has arranged
for all kinds of Sports to while away the time of waiting, etc.
On Thursday we had sixaside football, each SubSection entering
a Team. The first match was between "A" and "D" Subs, in which
the latter won 30. The Teams were as follows
''A Sub., Cpl. Tutt,
Stevens Sgt. Beal, Trebell, Clatworthy and Acott.
D Sub. :—
L/Sgt. Kelsey, Ward, Parsons, Wills, King and Tyrrell.
The next match was between "B" and "C" Subs., in which "C" Sub.
won bv 10. This proved to be a very even game and extra time was
olaved before a decision was gained. The great Joe Panther put m a
somning shot from the left wing which beat Happy Williams all the way.
The Teams were as follows:—"B" Sub.:—<Cpl. Watson, Williams,
Spencer, Singleton, Fagg and Austin. ' C Sub :—L/Sgt. Annon,
Aylott, Panther, Taylor, Terry and Bailey.
The best game of the lot was the finals between "C" and "D" Subs,
in which "D" won easily by 4 goals to 1. The two goalies, Jim Annon
and Tohn Kelsey were the shining lights of the game. There being a
large pool of water in each goal, the spectators were eagerly anticipat
ing one of them falling in it, but they were much too wary. The only
shot which John Kelsey had, he let through. His knees were at
" attention" and his feet " standing at ease and the ball gracefully
rolled between them. The Officers gave prizes to the winning team.
On Friday afternoon we had a riding display by the Transport
Drivers Teams of double M.G. Limbers and pair driving between
stones and trestles with only two inches to spare each side for Team
driving and only one inch to spare each side for pan driving. We saw
an excellent display of driving which was arranged by Lt. Hoare and
Svt Dowse. Dvrs. Down and Etheridge won the Team driving and
Dvr. Etheridge the pair driving with Dvrs. Cox and Goldfinch, 2nd and
3rd respectively.
.
.. .
This was followed by a pigsticking competition m which the
competitors drew lots for the choice of mules, and, armed with a wooden
Sole and riding bareback, they had to try and stick a sandbag which
was on the end of a long string and was pulled along by a rider mounted
on a horse This event caused much fun, especially as some of them
had never been on a mule's back before. The event was run off in heats
of four 1st Heat was won by Acott on big Ginger, much to the
surprise of everyone, as most of them were " windy " of the Ginger mule,
but lie hung on like a veritable Steve Donoghue. 2nd Heat was won
bv Kirbv
John Kelsey gave a wonderful display of trickridmg, but
unfortunately did not ride in the right direction. He apparently
wanted a lot for his money for he went for a ride round the Mari"fs
Camo 3rd Heat, Goldfinch ; 4th Heat, Cruse ; 5th, Solway ; 6th,
Beal  7th Lt. Cass. Mr. Cass' mule would persist in going m
the'opposite direction to which he wanted it to, but he eventually
succeeded in sticking the pig. 8th, Lt. Brown of the R.S F. ; 9th,
fn1 Tutt After having to be carried to his mule and forcibly sat on
it he had the beginner's luck to win. 10th, Wheeler ; 11th, Stevens ;
12th Down. Finalists .—1st, Kirby ; 2nd, Lt. Cass; 3rd, Stevens.
The prizes were sweepstake proceeds. Lt. Cass giving his up to the other
two winners.
A Novices Boxing Competition was held on Saturday morning
in which some good hard hitting was witnessed. Lt. Gass was referee
and Sgt Beal, M.C. White, Walls, Marsh and L/c. Thompson were
seconds * Lt. Turner and Lt. Brown of the " Dukes " Judges. The
first fight was Middles between Cpl. Watson and Pte. Singleton. This
was a pukka slogging match in which Glaxo Watson had a slight
advantage. Unfortunately Singleton had to retire m the third round
owing to a sprained wrist. The next fight was also Middles between
Pte Clatworthy and Pte. Farbrace in which the former won on points.
The next fight was also Middles between L/Sgt. Kelsey and Pte.
McMullen. This proved to be a very " gory fight
m which Paddy
McMullan bled freely from the mouth and nose. John Kelsey s face
also looked like the setting sun. Both had had a good issue of "Purge
overnight and after the fight looked distinctly
blown.
John
Kelsev won on points but said he was unable to fight again through loss
of beer The next fight was Welters between Pte. Spencer and Pte.
Solwav in which Spencer knocked his man out in the first round. In
the semifinals Middles Watson got a walk over to Clatworthy, he being
iniured The best fight of the lot was in the finals of the Heavies
between Ptes. Acott and H. Bailey in which Acott won on points after
an extra round. Ginger Bailey was altogether bigger and about two
stone heavier, but Steve Acott put up a game fight and won on points
The semifinals Welters was a gruelling fight in which Spencer knocked
his man, Austen, out in the second round. Spencer proved to be a
verv cool and experienced boxer for a Novice. The other fight was a
very amusing one between Cousens and Cruse, Cruse hopping round his
man like a grasshopper. Cruse eventually won on points. In the
finals of the Middles, Glaxo Watson tried hard to knock his man out,
but was unfruity. Glaxo looked as though he was going to eat his man,
but Turell ducked and covered well and Watson only won on points.
In the finals of the Lights Fagg won on points after an extra round.

This was a good even fight with plenty of hard hitting. In the hn_
of the Welters, Spencer knocked his man out in the second round, r
old Cruse hopped once too often and caught it in the stomach a
chin. McMullen and Aylott got good losers'prizes.
On the Sunday we got sudden orders to move to Isew BarracKb,
Gosport from Fort Gomer. On the Tuesday we played the M.G. Flat
of the "Dukes" at Football. Our Team was as follows
Williams; Backs: Ward and Walls; Halfbacks: King, White,
Aylott; Forwards: West, Stevens, Goddard, Cpl. Tutt, Farsons.
It was a very even game indeed, the only weak spot in our team Dei g
the right half. The star player of the whole game was West at outsme
right. He put in some marvellous centres at almost impossible angle,
and was the scorer of our only goal, which was a beautiful curling _
in the top righthand corner of the goal which he shot from the wing.
Tommy Tutt worked like a Trojan, but fumbled when m front of goal,
missing three open goals. White played his usual cool game at cent 
half and Midgy Walls flopped about and was a stumbling block to tne
opposing team as usual. Happy Williams made some good_sa^e®» ,
cleared in rather risky style. All the team worked hard, but tne
opposing team were better at combination. The game ended m a dra ,
11. They eventually decided to play on a quarter of an hour eacn
way, in which we finally lost 31.
T+
We very greatly regret to announce that our Commander, r,x.
Turner, was badly thrown from his horse and is now in Netley Hospita .
Lt. Hoare having been recalled by seaplane to the Verne, Lt. Ja.s,
M.B.E. is now in charge of us and he is carrying on the good wom oi
organising sports, etc. and keeping the men fit, cheerful and content

THE SIGNALLERS (" Wind Disturbers.")

Once more we are back on the " Bump " busy " punching up
for classification which I believe takes place the first week in jury.
Several of the semitrained and some semi"Young' are sweating
on being issued with a pair of brass flags and some are longing tor t
hot country I believe. We had a nice stay at Chickerell under canva
firing our annual course. Some did well but I am sorrv to say we have
more " Bungs" than last year, nevertheless we must hope for better
results next year. I have heard that Mr. King and Cpl. Field are doing
alright at Catteriek. We all wish them the best of luck and hope they
both succeed on the halfwav examination. Since going into No. lt>
Room I am beginning to think it will be unnecessary to issue Helios
if the bath and coal box keep their polish. Buckup 13 and 1. and get
yours the same. We are wondering who will be the proud Possf
of the silk flags after classification. We have had two Cricket Matches
and the results are as below :—
Signallers v. Band.—The Band beat us into a cocked hat.
Signallers v. M.G.'s.—We did the same to the M.G. s.
We all hope the fellows who have only one subject to sit tor in tneir
second have the best of luck.

Things we want to know.

Does Tug clean the N.A.A.F.I. windows on Tuesday evenings ?
Why does a certain N.C.O. save cigarette pictures and is she a
barmaid ?
What is the weight of a helio ?
Is 70 miles the results of being married ?
.
Who was the sentry who turned out the guard to the sigs. m loose
FLAGS.

ORDER?

THE BAND.

We must apologise for no notes from the band ; they are away
playing at Bath and, we suppose, will not beseen again for some months.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The DieHards."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Gunner."
" The Royal Tank Corps Journal."
" The Blast."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Company."
" British Legion Journal."
^
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette.
" FaughaBallagh."
" The Sapper."
" The China Dragon."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Chronicle of the^Duke of York s Royal
Military School."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette.^
" Journal of The Royal Army Service Corps."
" The Snapper,"
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"Beneath Bell Harry."
np[HE§weather so

L
far this month
has done its best to
spoil every event of
importance for us at
the Depot ; we have,
however, managed to
keep to our programme
in spite of the almost
continual rain.
The Sports which
were held on June 3rd
were a great success
and showed that there
is plenty of athletic
talent amongst the younger generation of
Buffs. We hope to hear more of the
December Squad—since gone to the Battalion
—after the sports at Portland next month.
The cricket team is keeping up the
reputation of the Depot and in spite of fears
to the contrary is proving to be a very useful
side. In face of heavy rain the eleven, with
a party of supporters, went over to Plucklev
on 12th June. The weather cleared in the
afternoon and altogether a most enjoyable
day was spent, though unfortunately the
Depot lost by 23 runs.
The Physical Training Competition for the
December Squad was held two days before
their departure for Portland on June 7th.
The usual high standard of work was
maintained, Private Milton being the winner
of the silver medal.
Commencing with the latest Squad at the
Depot—formed in May—all Squads will in
future be known by the names of battle
honours borne on the colours, this new squad
being known as the Blenheim Squad.
The new lectern which holds the Book of
Fife, containing the names of all ranks of the
Regiment who fell in the Great War, has
recently been placed in the Warriors' Chapel
in the Cathedral. It has been decided that
a page of this Book shall be turned over daily
by a Recruit from the Depot and to this end
an interesting ceremony took place on 4th
June when the first page was turned. The
Dean of Canterbury, the Commanding Officer,
Captain Rice and the Adjutant were present.
Previously a special parade of the December
Squad had been held and to No. 6282986 Pte.
H. Stone, being the best turned out man,
fell the honour of turning the first page.
MajorGeneral Sir Henry Hodgson paid the
Depot a short visit on June 3rd, but was
unfortunately unable to stay for the Sports
as he had to return early to Dondon.

221

Captain A. Corney came down for a few
days at the end of May ; we were very pleased
to see him. Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Crozier,
who are on leave from East Africa, paid ns
a flying visit on June 7th and we hope to see
more of them. It is hoped that a good many
from the 2nd Battalion will be able to stay at
the Depot for Canterbury week. There is
accommodation for a number if those who
wish to come will let us know soon.
Athletics.
The newly formed Canterbury Athletic Club has
done much to revive interest in sport in Canterbury,
and Sgt. Ongley is to be congratulated on the many
successes gained by the Recruits trained by him in
these and other meetings.
Here are some of the results :—
APRIL 2nd.—Canterbury Athletic Club Cross Country.
Distance : 3£ miles. Pte. Wilson, 3rd.
APRIL 3RD.—Canterbury Athletic Club Road Race.
Distance.—2\ miles. Pte. Lennard, 1st; Pte.
Anderson, 4th.
MAY 10TH.—Canterbury Athletic Club One Mile
Novices' Open Race. Pte. Abbott, 2nd.
APRIL 22ND.—Canterbury Athletic Club Road Walk.
Distance :
miles. 1st, Pte. Mitchell, 58 mins.
12 sees ; 2nd, Sgt. Ongley, 59 mins. 29 sees.
MAY 24TH.—Tenterden Sports. One Mile Handicap.
1st, Pte. Mullinger; 2nd, Pte. Lennard; 3rd,
Pte. Wilson.
JUNE 3RD.—Depot The Buffs, Sports. One Mile Open
to Garrison and Canterbuiy Athletic Club.
2nd, Sgt. Ongley.
JUNE 9TH.—Cavalry Depot Sports. One Mile Open
to Garrison.
2nd, Sgt. Ongley.
Annual Sports.
If the best of weather did not favour the annual athletic sports of
the Buffs' Depot, held on the Depot Cricket Ground on Thursday,
afternoon, it failed to damp in the least degree either the spirit
of the competitors or the zeal of the officials, and a capital programme
of events was watched by a large crowd of people, including several
prominent citizens, among whom was that fine old sportsman, Colonel
F. S. Fellows.
The official duties were most enthusiastically undertaken by the
the following:—Judges : Major J. V. R. Jackson, Captain N. D.
Rice, Captain R. M. Watson, Captain W. Stone, Lieut. A. A. J. N.
FearnsideSpeed, Lieut. T. H. Spear, R.S.M. F. W. Potter, and
R.Q.M.S. F. Ings, Starters : Captain T. Cook and Lieut. C. R. B.
Knight. Timekeepers : C.S.M. W. Jones, StaffSergeant T. Fletcher,
A.P.T.S. Competitors' Stewards : Sgt. A. V. Ongley, D.C.M., Sgt.
C. Smith, Sgt. W. Martin, Sgt. A. Ross, M.M., Sgt. A. Bromley
and Cpl. E. Marsh. Prizes : Col.Sgt. A. G. Edwards and Sgt. J.
Hancock. Recorders : Warrant Officer C. H. Collins, Cpl. Stubber
field and Cpl. Richardson.
Upon Captain N. D. Rice fell the brunt of the arrangements, but
so splendidly had he organised everything that the whole programme
was gone through without a hitch. Several very excellent results
were registered and particularly fine was the running of Sgt. Ongley,
D.C.M., whose admirable training was evidenced in the times of many
of the younger men. Apart from the more serious events there was
a wealth of fun in the sack, potato, obstacle and ladies' driving races.
In point of fact, Thursday's sports were above the average in entries
and interest.
During the afternoon the Band of the Depot (under Sgt. G. W.
Coaster) played much appreciated selections and the officers, sergeants
and corporals entertained visitors in their respective marquees.
The full results were as follows :—
PUTTING THE SHOT : 1, Cpl. Stubberfield (31 ft.); 2, Cpl. Marsh;
3, Pte. Wilson.
HALF MILE : 1, Sgt. Ongley (2 mins. 19 sees.) ; 2, Pte. McDonald
(Cadre Platoon) ; 3, Pte. Lennard (January Squad). Sgt. Ongley
won in a canter.
HIGH JUMP : 1, L/Cpl. Clinker (5 ft.) ; 2, Pte. Heath ; 3, Pte.
Farthing. The March Squad was the winning Squad (Heath, Farthing
and Lott), the December Squad coming second (Groves, Holman and
Woods).

THE DRAGON

222

LONG JUMP: L/Cpl. Clinker (17 ft.); 2, Pte. Lytton; 3, Pte.
Wilson. January Squad was the winning Squad (Lytton, Wilson
and Woods) ; December Squad second (L/Cpl. Groves, McDonald
and Almond).
MUSICAL PEGS: 1, Pte. Tritton; 2, Pte. Corless; 3, L/Cpl.
Crane.
100 YARDS : 1, Pte. Mullinger (11 3/5 sees.) ; 2, Pte. Baker (Cadre
Platoon) ; 3, Cpl. Marsh.
100 YARDS (veterans): 1, Sgt. Martin (8 yards start); 2, Pte.
Wise ; 3, R.S.M. Potter. Time 11 4/5 sees. There were eight entries
for this race.
ONE MILE : 1, Sgt. Ongley (5 mins. 9 sees.) ; Pte. Gainey (Cadre
Platoon); 3, Pte. Bullimore (Cadre Platoon).
SACK RACE : 1, Pte. Trantor ; 2, Pte. Hamill; 3, Pte. C. Tritton.
QUARTER MILE : 1, Pte. Mullinger (57 sees.) ; 2, Cpl. Marsh ;
3, Sgt. Ongley. 
POTATO RACE : 1, Pte. Wilson ; 2, Pte. Bullimore ; 3, Pte.
Elliott.
CHILDREN'S RACE (over 8 years old) : 1, Harold Follett; 2, I,ily
Jones ; 3, Ada Douglas.
INTERSQUAD OBSTACLE RACE: 1, Cadre Platoon; 2, January
Squad ; 3, March Squad. Pte. Bone (Cadre) was first home. This
race started from the swimming bath near the bullet bank, and
comprised innumerable and cleverly devised obstacles.
INTERSQUAD HALFMILE RELAY RACE (teams of four, 229. yards
440 and 880 yards) : 1, Cadre, 2, January ; 3, March. 4 mins. 25
each): I, Cadre; 2, March; 3, January: 1 tnin. 55 2/5 Sees.
ONE MILE (open to the Garrison and Canterbury Athletic Club) :
1, Tpr. O'Brvne (Cavalry Depot) ; 2, Sgt. Ongley (C.A.C.) ; 3, Wood
ham (C.A.C.). 5 min. 8 3/5 sees.
INTERSQUAD TUG OF WAR : Cadre beat February.
LADIES DRIVING RACE (men to be blindfolded and driven): 1,
Mrs'. Steele and Pte. Laker; 2, Mrs. Percy Jackson and Col.Sgt.
Edwards ; 3, Mrs. Gillett and Cpl. Gillett.
TINY TOTS RACE : About a score of competitors entered for this
and they were all prizewinners—each receiving a bag of sweets.
INTERSQUAD ONE MILE RELAY RACE (teams of four ; 220, 220,
sees.

BAND RACE: 1, Douglas and Simpson; 2, Wise and Bulgin.
CONSOLATION RACE (220 yards) : 1, Laker ; 2, Pemberton (March
Squad) ; 3, Taylor (Cadre).
INTERSQUAD SHIELD (points awarded for various races) : 1,
Cadre (Sgt. Ongley), 51 points ; 2, January Squad (Sgt. Ross), 23
points ; 3, March Squad (Sgt. Martin), 22 points.

SERGEANTS' MESS.
On 4th June we were "at home" to our many friends, on
the occasion of the Annual Sports. The members of the Mess who
went in for prizewinning were R.S.M. Potter, Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M.
and L/Sgt. Martin, all of whom are to be congratulated upon their
successful efforts.
Congratulations to Sgt. Ross, M.M., on passing (Q.l.) his Long
Qualifying Course at Hythe, and also to Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M., and Sgt.
Stewart (whilst on leave from West Africa) on obtaining their 1st Class
Educational Certificates. Sgt. Coaster passed in all subjects except
one, which, we trust, he will easily manage at the next exam.
L/Sgt. Hassam has left us on transfer to the Army Reserve. We
are glad to know that he has obtained employment at his old
profession—on seagoing tugs—and has made his headquarters at
Rochester. We sincerely hope that Sgt. and Mrs. Hassam and family
have the best of luck in the future.
It is very pleasing indeed to hear from C.Q.M.S. Manning that he
and the family have found their new home in London very comfortable
and all that could be desired. In keeping with his usual energetic
spirit " Snowy " has found time to start on an allotment, and so get
a little further exercise after carpentering all day. Long may
it continue.
Hearty congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Hancock on their marriage
at Hythe on 19th June. We wish them every happiness in the future.
Sgt. Hancock's bicycle will no doubt appreciate a rest after its
numerous journeys on the CanterburyHythe Road during the time
he has been at the Depot.
We were pleased to see R.Q.M.S. Evans during his short stay in
the United Kingdom prior to proceeding to Canada with the repre
sentative party from the Regiment. We were also pleased to see Mr.
N. Catchpole when on his journey to Maidstone to take up a new post.
The result of the shootoff between R.Q.M.S. Ings and Sgt. Coaster
was that the R.Q.M.S. won the silver spoon for March and April. The
result of the Spoon Shoot for May and June has not yet been decided.

CORPORALS' MESS.
I think I left off last month talking of cricket; well, this match
was played and sad to relate, we lost badly. No one could really
grumble as it was our first and also we were up against a good team
in the Officers and Sergeants. Anyway, we have atoned for that
defect, since in whining our next two matches, one against the Trained
Men and the other against the pick of the recruits of the Depot.
As regards any other excitement taking place, I am very much
afraid that it is missing.
Doug (Marsh) and Mathews fought out the final of the Dart Cup,
the latter, with a handicap of 30, finally winning by two horses to one.
Doug, started scratch.
The shoot for May and June spoons takes place tomorrow and as
these notes go in before that, the result will have to be published next
month. I would like to mention, though, that Doug, hopes to take
one yet, before it is too late.

We offer our hearty congratulations to Pascall, Crane, Stitson and
Mansfield on being made Recruit LanceCorporals. Also to Stubber,
on receiving his second bar, one more step towards a Field Marshall's
(batman) and we wish him the best of luck.
There is plenty of wind flying round us with regard to promotion
just now and quite a number of tunics are sweating on being carried
round to the tailor's shop. Plenty of members are studying hard for
the promotion examinations which commences tomorrow; even
Mac (MacNulty) has neglected his tennis to be in with the rush.
Polly, well,! he is there of course, but his mind is centred on the
2nd Battalion, where he is likely to move to in the near future.
The annual outing has not taken place yet, July 10th being the
date on which we decided. Brighton still seems1 to be the favourite
spot, although everyone does not agree with it, some haying their
minds on Southend, but wherever it is, the enjoyment will be all the
same.
Before finishing the notes for this month I would like to mention
that someone has asked who the different members were, hiding under
foreign nicknames, so to put everyone at rest I am now going to dis
close them, although I might mention that I have not the faintest
idea where they came from.
(1) DOUG., Marsh ; (2) SAM, Whicklun ; (3) WALLY, Richardson ;
(41 POLLY, Parrett ; (5) STUBBER, Stubberfield ; (6) WAFF, Wade ;
(7) GEORGE, Gillett : (8) DOUGHY, Baker ; " (9) WILFRED, Cpl. Chap
man ; (10) BIG NOISE, McNulty ; (H)UHOCKLATE, Fry ; (12) TOBY,
Watts; (13) NANCY, Kemp; (14) JUCKIE, Clinker; (15) JOE, Pike
and last but not least our dear old BARONET, Chapman, or i.e., the
Telephone expect.
If, dear Editor, you would kindly publish these, it would greatly
relieve the owners to know who thei7 are.
EDMAR.

The result of the Spoon Shoots were as follows :—Cpl. Chapman
won the silver one for May and Jackie, L/Cpl. Clinker, the one for
June. Sad to relate, our old friend Drake WJ.I the wooden one for
both months. (More points for the next).

Cricket.
OFFICERS AND SGTS. V. CORPORALS.

The result of this match was a defeat for the Cpls. by an
innings and 4 runs after a splendid stand by Cpl. Wade in the 2nd
innings.
CORPORALS.

2nd Innings.
Is/ Innings.
Cpl. Wickham, cSmith, b Edwards 1 b Smith
Cpl. Stubberfield, b Collins
0 c Coaster, b Jones
L/Cpl. Chapman, b Collins
5 run out
L/Cpl. Watts, b Edwards
7 c Major Jackson, b Collins
L/Cpl. McNulty, ht. wkt
0 b Hancock
L/Cpl. Drake,c Collins,b Edwards
4 b Capt. Watson
Cpl. Wade, b Edwards
0 b Coaster
not out...
L/Cpl. Clinker, c Smith, b Collins..
Cpl. Marsh, not out
2 b Capt. Watson
Cph Parrett, c Coaster, b Collins.. 1 b Coaster
L./Cpl. Terry, b Collins
2 c Coaster, b Jones
Extras
Extras..
Total

28

Total

95

BOWLING ANALYSIS.
OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS.

1st Innings.
C.S.M. Jones, b Watts
C/Sgt. Edwards, b Watts
W. O. Collins, c and b Drake
Capt. Watson, c Stub, b Watts
Sgt. Hancock, b Drake
Sgt. Coaster, b Watts
Sgt. Smith, lbw, b Drake
Lt. Knight, c and b Watts
Lt. Speed, b Watts
Sgt. Petley, b Drake
Major Jackson, not out
Extras

6
2
45
29
2
18
7
2
5
0
2
9

Total

127
BOWLING ANALYSIS,
CORPORALS.

Collins
Edwards
Jones
Smith
Coaster
Collins
Hancock
Capt. Watson

1st Innings.

2nd Innings.

5 for 13
4 for 9
2 for 4
2 for 12
2 for 6
1 for 12
1 for 14
1 for 23

OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS.

Watts
Wickham
Chapman
McNulty
Drake

1st Innings.

6
1
2
15
4
6
33
0
8
0
2
18

6 for 34
0 for 18
0 for 20
0 for 16
4 for 30
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Corporals' Mess Team.
CORPORALS V. TRAINED MEN.
CORPORALS.

Is/ Innings.
L/Cpl. Watts, c and b Wood
L/Cpl. Chapman, c Wilson, b
Mullinger...
L/Cpl. Stubberfield, ht. wkt
L/Cpl. Drake, not out
Cpl. Wade, b Steele
Cpl. Wickham, c Wilson, b Steele
L/Cpl. McNulty, lbw, b Styles
Cpl. Marsh, b Brooks
Cpl. Baker, b Styles
L/Cpl. Mathews, b Brooks
Cpl. Parrett, run out
Extras
Total
Is/ Innings.
Goodsell, b Wickham
Brooks, b Wickham
Wood, c and b Drake
Smith, b Watts
Eley, b Watts
Styles, b McNulty
Laker, b Drake
Wilson, b McNulty
Ash ton, not out
Mullinger, b Drake
Steele, c and b Watts
Extras
Total

TRAINED MEN

2nd Innings.
b Mullinger

14

11

46
0
12
0
8
3
0
1
19

b Mullinger
b Steele
not out..
c Smith, b Laker
c Wilson, b Steele
b Steele
c Goodsell, b Laker
run out
c Woods, b Steele
c Woods, b Steele..
Extras..
Total

118

2
6
8
0
1
1
12
0

55

TRAINED MEN.

0
15
14
1
0
0
11
0
11
7
7
9

2nd Innings.
not out
b Watts
c Marsh, b Wickham
b Drake
c Parrett, b Drake
c Wade, b Watts
c and b Wickham
b Wickham
b Watts
b Wickham
c Parrett, b Wickham
Extras

73

Total

Whickham
Watts
Stubberfield
Drake
McNulty
Wickham
Watts
Drake

[nnings

2 for 16
3 for 11
0 for 13
3 for 15
2 for 16
4 for 27
3 for 24
2 for 16

Things heard on Parade.
It had taken quite thirty minutes to enlighten the recruit just who
the Commanding Officer was and so the matter was dropped for five
minutes to allow it to sink in.
Squad Commander.—" Now who's your C.O. ?"
Recruit.—" You, Sergeant."
Squad Commander.—" !—Well ! I'm—me aye ; what do you think
the Guard will do if I walked past ?"
Recruit.—" Turn out Sergeant, and salute you."
N.B.—The colour of the poor Sergeant's hair is white.

Things we have heard.
Why does a Spud patch put you in mind of the same individual ?
Nancy has refused to eat and has attempted traffic stopping since
walking out with Watts.
Fry has become chief LadyKiller with means whereby one motor
bicycle draws five
flames.
We hear that Nipsy has a new rendezvous, i.e., Brighton W.Z.
Folkestone.
Wise's car needs more lubrication or temporary repair at all Hop
Poles on his milk round.
We hear Bromley has been divorced since returning from Hythe
in a Jack Johnson style !

TRAINED MEN'S NOTES.

1st Innings.
3 for 20
3 for 15
2 for 8
0 for 17
1 for 19
1 for 24

Styles
Steele
Brooks
Wilson
Wood
Mullinger

1
0
3
6
1
6
3
7
6
9
25
5
72

BOWLING ANALYSIS,
CORPORALS.

2nd Innings.
Steele
Mullinger
Laker
Goodsell
Styles

1st Innings
11

6 for 10
2 for 19
2 for 5
0 for 6
0 for 6

Depot Sports Day was held on the 3rd of June and several of the
Trained Men actually turned out in running kit to show that they had
not developed rheumatics, etc., during the winter months. We con
gratulate Freddy on winning the 100 yards and 440 yards ; also Jim
Laker, who won the Consolation Race, which he deserved as he was
very unfortunate in other events. The best and most exciting race
of the day was Obstacle Race, which was started at the top of the hill
by the Baths and finished by a run once round the 440 track. It was
quite apparent that this race was not one of speed, but one for those
who were able to climb and crawl through the numerous poles, ropes,
nets and barrels. It proved to be quite a tearing race; in fact some
of the competitors spent the remainder of the day repairing their
running kit. Pte. Bone was first man home, > followed by Pte.
Crampton. Tea was served at 4.30 ; the CookSergeant certainly
excels in preparing anything in the food line. I cannot name the
variety of dishes set before us as there were salads, fruits, cakes, etc.,
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that are known. Quite naturally the Ladies' Race of guiding their
opposite sex round was won by a lady guiding Jim Laker ; it is the
best to be married in these cases as we are quite used to the feminine
pull on the reins.
The Trained Men have played several Cricket Matches during
the past two months. Oh ! if only Carr was to travel to Canterbury
and see some of the fielding and batting of the Trained Men he would
be able to get an eleven that would turn those Kangaroos green with
envy (I don't think !). Anyway, here are the results and noted
points of the matches.
Our first match of the season was against the Trained Men of the
Cavalry Depot who won by 12 runs, the scores being 59 and 47. The
Shiek had the honour of having four catches to his credit during the
innings and Bill Bailey shocked the critics by bowling an over and
taking two wickets, (not bad shooting for our cook and cuHnery
expert). The next match was with the Corporals ; the first innings
scores being : Corporals, 118 and the Trained Men, 72. In the second
innings the scores were Trained Men 73 and the Corporals 55 ; there
fore the Corporals won by 28 runs ; still, we hope to be able to reverse
things next time. Our last match was with the N.C.O.'s and Men
of "B" Company, 4th Battalion. We were more successful in this
match, winning by eleven runs.
The Trained Men have now started a Farthing Club which is run
on a similar basis as the N.C.O.'s Cork Club. Of course the first day of
the affair one could not walk a dozen steps without being stopped and
demanded to show one's farthing. I think that Punch was the first
to try and make a catch, as he tried to have our Company Clerk by
getting him in bed on the first note of Reveille, but it proved a failure
and also let the old Proverb " The early bird catches the
worm " completely down.
One or two of the Trained Men have taken to some queer
professions. Bill Bailey seems to have turned his talent into running
a Shell Fish concern and on Saturdays he tracks out into the unknown
and returns with a couple of gallon of winkles. How he disposes of
them is a bit of a mystery, but he should be well in the game as we
believe he is a Folkestone Nut and they are pretty hard to crack.
Another is our Georgie, who we believe, is in for some big Cycling
event. He tells us he could write a book on how, when, where and
what to do when cycling from Canterbury to London by experience,
but somehow or the other something went wrong with our Georgie's
logic as it did not work in with the practicle part of his ride.
Consequently George went a few hours astray through punctures and
mechanical accidents. We think a Cycling expert of his type should
never get such minor happenings.
A.H.D.S.

New Mining Towns in East Kent.
Sanction for first Scheme.
T was announced at a meeting of the Bastry Rural
District Council yesterday that the Ministry
of Health has given sanction for the borrowing by the
council of ^18,205 for the purchase of two farms com
prising 600 acres in the parish of Nonington, near
Canterbury. It is proposed to erect on this site
the first of the eight new mining towns, which were
indicated by Professor P. Abercrombie and Mr. John
Archibald in their preliminary townplanning survey
of the Bast Kent region.
It is estimated that the new'town will cost ^600,000.
In addition to accommodating some 2,000 miners and
their families, spaces have been reserved in the plans
for schools, churches, recreation grounds and places
of entertainment, and the town will be surrounded by
a wide belt of agricultural land. The site is near the
Snowdown Colliery, which is one of the enterprises
owned by Messrs. Pearson and Dorman Bong, Bimited,
for the development of which the Government have
given a guarantee of ^2,000,000 under the Trade
Facilities Acts. It is proposed to form a public utility
society for the purpose of carrying out the building
scheme.
(The Times, 23rd June).

I

B. and W. FISKMOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address.

The 4th Battalion.
S was foreshadowed
last month, camp for
A
us this year has been

definitely cancelled. As an
antidote we have been
granted a sum of money
to be spent on weekend
camps
and
the like.
Several of these are already
in view. At Canterbury,
on Sunday, June 20th, there
is to be a tactical exercise at
p, which some 70 N.C.O.'s are
IGr&n&d ier~ 77*5 ij
expected to be present.
The Depot is very kindly
accommodating them and are, we understand,
providing some entertainment for them on
the Saturday night. A fair proportion of
officers are attending, although several others
will be engaged in musketry practice.
There is to be a weekend camp at
Cranbrook on the 27th June and for the Iyittle
bourne, Chartham and Canterbury detach
ments on the 3rd July. In connection with
these week ends, it has been decided to
compete for the Harris Shield Drill
Competitions which is to be, we decided this
year, on a J3rill and Musketry (High Sheriffs)
Basis, as we shall not be abie to run off the
usual games and athletic events.
We are still keeping up to strength, which
is most encouraging in view of the general
disappointment and our new attachments are
extremely smart and flourishing.
Special mention must be made this month
of the two Terrier Buffs, C.Q.M.S. Nash and
Corporal Setterfield, who sailed with a party
of regulars on the 14th to visit our Allied
Canadian Regiment. We are exceptionally
grateful to all those wrho contributed to the
Fund raised to pay their passage. A sum of
£90 was raised for the purpose. The late
C.O. of the 5th Battalion, Col. John Body,
was foremost among our friends who collected
donations and sent along a most welcome
cheque for and on behalf of the old Weald
Battalion. This Canadian trip is a historical
event which is not likely to recur in our time.
Attached is a snapshot taken by one of
the Sergeants of the Q.O.R. of Canada at
Amesbury, when they were over for our
manoeuvres in 1910. Their R.S.M. is seen
conducting the Buffs' drums, while their
R.Q.M.S. plays the " flute " on his stick. On
the left of the photo is Drummer O'Dell (now
Sgt.Drummer of the 2nd Buffs), Drummer
Moss (now Sgt. of the R.A.P.C.), Drummer
Pope (now in the Metropolitan Police) and
Drummer Bell. Sgt. Drummer Verlander
(now R.S.M. of the 4th Buffs) is also some
where in the photograph.
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No events of great importance have taken
place during the month and what was
organised was badly marred by the weather.
Both the Drummer's Retreat at Dover, and
"B" Company's night operations were literally
flooded out.
Captain Witts has been away on a
fortnight's attachment to the 2nd Battalion,
where, we learn, he enjoyed himself largely,
and Col. Burns goes on Monday next to the
Small Arms School at Hythe for a short course.
Capt. Dean has gone for a fortnight's trip to
France and Italy, whence Capt. Lionel Smith
has just returned.
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.

Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C. and Mrs. Dean have left England on a holiday
tour to visit Lugano in Switzerland and Venice in Italy. We all wish
them a jolly pleasant holiday.
In spite of our annual camp being cancelled, it is surprising the
good spirit that all ranks are showing and devoting to their training.
No stone will be left unturned for that want of stimulating interest
for our detachments. It is being shown in a great many ways, by
all ranks, that they have the good old Buffs spirit amongst them. It
is well for us toalways remember that to obtain success and a good name
is very hard work, but very easily lost, so all should keep their shoulders
to the wheel.
On the 8th June the Detachment paraded at the Drill Hall for a
route march, proceeding through Sittingbourne, to Rodmersham
Grren where the first halt was made. After ten minutes break, they
went on to Bapchild and along the main road back to the Drill Hall
after covering nearly ten miles. The march was a success judging
by the march discipline and the remarks and appearance of all ranks,
everyone inquiring the date of the next.

Monthly Spoon Shoot.

The monthly spoon shoot took place on the miniature range on
Thursday, 3rd June, the strike preventing the May shoot. It is very
pleasing to all ranks to see the numbers increasing and the interest
taken in our monthly spoon shoots. We congratulate Pte. Connell
on winning the silver spoon with a score of 34. It is well to mention
that he tied with the winner of last month's shoot. We also
congratulate LanceCorporal Costen on obtaining the highest score of
35, but being the winner of the silver spoon the previous month, he
was handicapped two points this month. Pte. Sheridan was the winner
of the wooden spoon with a score of 10. " Practice makes perfect,"
Sheridan ! and we hope you have better luck next time. The wooden
spoon is being made with oak wood with our Regimental Crest on top
and stands 4 feet 6 ins. high. Each winner will have his name inscribed
on it and the spoon hung up in our Club room.
An interesting shooting match took place on Sunday, 13th June,
on Conyer rifle range between teams from the Sittingbourne Division
K.C.C. and the Sittingbourne Territorial Detachment, 4th Battalion
The Buffs. The party met at the Drill Hall at 8 a.m. and proceeded
to Conyer range by charabanc. The men in Blue must have inter
viewed the clerk of the weather, for on their arrival at the range they
were greeted with beautiful sunshine. Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C. was on
the range to meet the teams. All ranks regretted that Superintendent
Hoare was unable to be present. The competition was aranged as
follows :—
200 yards 5 rounds Application ; 200 yards 5 rounds snapshooting ;
500 yards 5 rounds application.
Service targets were used and the firing took place under service
conditions. The Police showed what fine shots they were, for when
leaving the last practice at 200 yards they were eight points to the
good. But at 500 yardsour team, especiallv Capt. Dean, C.S.M. Wood,
Sgt. Watson and L/Cpl. Costen proved too good for the men in Blue,
for our team won the match by 17 points the lead. The scores are as
follows :—

U1
Rank and Name.
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Total
Scores.
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Sgt. C. Street ...
P.C. G. E. Nash
P.C. A. Fasham
P.C. E. Sanderson
P.C. A. Prentice
P.C. J. Enfield ...
P.C. S. Tester ...
Total

17

16

17

18
16
16

17

279 points.

13
15
17
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12
10

13

6

9
9
13
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36
40
43
45
42
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45
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28

Not included, in the team
P.C. A. W. Wratten ...
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17
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Total
Scores.

2
42
47
40
50
54

Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C....
C.S.M. F. C. S. Wood ...
Sgt.Instr. N. G. Freeman
Sgt. W. E. Watson
E/c. C. W. Costen
L/c. G. W. J. Davis ...
Pte. L. P. Connell

21

42

Result —Buffs, 296 minus Police, 279 = 17.

Total

296

After the match the Police were given the opportunity to try their
merits with the Lewis Gun at Iron Plates, 400 yards. This event
caused some amusement especially with little Tiny, who was heard
to say " Does she kick much ? " It was surprising the number of
Plates knocked down by the Police team considering they had never
fired a Lewis Gun before ; of course nearly all the team had seen
previous service during the war.
Before leaving the range the party sat down to a well laid out
table of light refreshments carried out by Sgt. Hollands, late The
Buffs, and a few war yarns were heard. P.C. G. E. Nash then gave a
speech and thanked all for their kindness and for the real good morn
ing's sport which they had all enjoyed. We hoped the time was near
for them to be able to return the match. Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C.
then said that it had been a great pleasure for us to entertain them that
morning, it oroving in itself what a fine spirit existed between the two
Forces. After a very enjoyable time the party arrived back at the
Drill Hall, all enquiring when the next shoot would take place. It
cannot be overlooked that a party of our own men volunteered to
come down and do markers for us and we all thank them for what they
did towards a very enjoyable morning.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength and posted to companies as shown :—
6283289 Pte. W. Archer, "B" (Ch), 17426; 6283296 Pte. F.
Carswell, "D' (D), 3526 ; 6283300 Pte. A. Chalet, "A" (M), 6526 ;
6283286 Pte. T. Crump, "A" (S), 30326;
6283288 Pte. F.
Fletcher, "C" (H), 30326; 6283294 Pte. vS. FreeloveLester, "A"
(H B ) 3526 ; 6283297 Pte. W. Holmes, "A" (H), 6526 ; 6283292
Pte. A. Moat, "B" (Ch), 30426; 6283295 Pte. W. Murphy, "D"
(D) 3526 ; 6283298 Pte. T. Ollive, "C" (Hk), 7526 ; 6283293
Pte. G. Pascall, "D" (D), 3526 ; 6283291 Pte. J. Plummer, "B#'
(W), 30426; 6283299 Pte. J. Saffery, "A" (M), 11526; 6283287
Pte C. Sandull, "A" (S), 30326 : 6283301 Pte. W. Sheepwash
Brown, "C" (C), 21526 : 6283290 Pte. J. Spoel, "A" (H.B.), 204 26.
PROMOTION.

6282853 Pte. A. Elvery, "A," to be Corporal w/e from 1626.
TRANSFER.

6282877 Pte. E Wilson, "D" (F), transferred to 234th Batt. R.A.
w/e 1526. Auth K.A.3/8567/1, dt. 22426.
REENGAGEMENTS.

6281638 L/c. H. Buckby, "D," reengaged for a further period of
1 (one) year w/e from 22 526.
. , ,
6278023 Cpl. E Ditton, "C," reengaged for a further period of
4 (four) years w/e from 3626.
DISCHARGES.

5241912 Pte. V. Austin, "B" (C), discharged T. of E. w/e from
19426. 6283020 Pte. A. Brown, "A" (M), discharged Para. 1935,
Auth. KIB. 2540/1.21/5, w/e from 21526.
6282278 Pte. G. Care, "B" (C), discharged Para. 1936 (a) Auth.
KIB. 2540/1 of 21526 w/e from 21526.
a
a
6282442 L/c. R. Colo, "C" (C), discharged Para. 1933, Auth. K.A.
1/8516/2 dated 28/4/26, w/e from 28426.
6281891 Pte. E. Davev, "B" (C), discharged Para. 1936 (a) Auth.
KIB. 2540/1 dated 21526, w/e from 21526.
..
6282312 Pte. W. Gower, "C" (C), discharged Para. 1936 (a)Auth.
KIB. 2540/1 dated 26426 w/e from 26426
6283069 Pte. W. Lowis, "B" (L), Para. 1935, Auth, KIB. 2540/1,
dat73373382pte. C. Manouch, "B" (C), discharged Para. 1936 (a),
Auth. KIB. 2540/1, dated 21527, w/e from 21526.
6283045 Pte. C. Rowe, "A" (M), discharged Para. 1935, Auth.
KIB. 2540/1, dated 21526, w/e from 21526.
6281627 Pte. G. Walker, "B" (C), discharged T. of E. w/e from
19—4—26
6279836 Pte. E. Wallace, "B" (C), discharged Para. 1936 (a),
Auth. KIB. 2540/1, dated 21526, w/e from 21526.
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Blinder and Dusty.

US Dusty, I does remember the time me and you
stood on this blinking platform agoing to
Canterbury for the fust time in our lives. Didn't we
'ear Big Ben start adishing awt 'is service as if a telling
us to turn back ; Gawd knows Dusty, we've been pals
together now a good many years ; through rough times
and good times we've shonked along and from what
I sees of it, we've got some rough times still ahead on
us, but never mind mate—we told the Commanding
Orficer when 'e shook 'ands wiv us that if ever the old
regiment wanted us, we'd be the fust two blokes to
shove on our straps."
" Quite right Blinder—shove yer mit there. The
old regiment does want me an' you, an' so does the
old Country. 'Ark Blinder ! Listen to them crowds
asingin' awtside the station—"
Its the Soldiers of the King my lads,
Who've been my lads, who've seen my lads,
In the fight for England's Glory lads
When we've had to show them what we mean,
And when they say we've always won,
And when they ask us how it's done
Why, we'll proudly point to every one of
England's Soldiers of the King."
"Yer know, Blinder, it sends a frill right frew me
backbone ; when yer comes to fink that 'ere Kaiser
Bill 'as been asking for trouble for donkey's years,
I reckons 'e ought to get it right in the blooming nack.
Blimey, I bet 'e'll get all the blinking trouble re
wants before its all over. We'll see what them there
Prussian Guards of 'is are made of that 'e swanked
abawt when 'e visited Shornclifie. Why, 'e don't know
what 'ees up against or 'e'd never started this
war. I bet 'e don't know that the only bloke that ever
beat the Men of Kent was that there Julius Ceasar—
and 'e came after lights awt. Wasn't fair—ought to
'ave 'ad it over again."
" Yus, hut we didn't 'ave any Buffs in them days
Dusty, when 'e 'opped orf that fishing smack, or e'd
never 'ave landed at Deal, I can tell yer."
" Deal ? Blimey—yer don't mean to say 'e landed
there. What was the Marines adoing Blinder, to let
'im do it ?"
" They wasn't dreamt of in those days " replied
Blinder, with an air of disgust.
" Well, yer don't mind me askin' yer—old mate,
but them chaps in the Marines are liars. I 'eard they
found a lump of stuff last month on the beach at Deal,
and they swears its the remains of what they calls a
fossilised Marine who got killed when that bloke Ceasar
landed. Keeps it under a glass case in the Orficers'
Mess they do. No wonder they say ' tell it to the
Marines '."
The train that conveyed Blinder and Dusty to
Canterbury was fully loaded with reservists—all pals—
well armed with bottles of Ind Coopes, Hammerton's
and sundry other medicines, and all hoping and looking
forward to giving the German Army a big smashing.
Needless to say, hundreds of relatives also made the
journey to Canterbury just to keep up the spirits of all
concerned—but nevertheless to assist in putting a
considerable quantity of another kind down the neck.
" I say Dusty !" yelled Smudger Smith, who had
poked his head out of the next carriage window.
" Who's commanding the First Battalion ?"
" Why, Colonel 'ill " came the reply, " and 'e aint
'alf 'ot on musketry. I bets the old Kaiser '11 fink 'ees
up agin an army of 'ose pipes a squirting bullets, when
'e bumps up against 'im and the boys."
" Yus !" chipped in Blinder, " and don't forget
our General's Pipeclay Billy."
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. " What ?" shouted Donkey Warren. " Old Billy
Williams. Well I reckons we're in luck's way. I was
on the M.I. wiv 'im and 'ees absolutely great, I can
tell yer."
" That aint all " spoke Dusty. " I 'ears we've got
old Bobby 'asler, Finch 'atton, Mac and any number
of the old orficers we knows. Why, there aint a regi
ment in the blinking army so well orf as we is. Give
us another drink awt the bottle Blinder."
The dialogue about old officers, old times and old
comrades was brought to "a temporary conclusion by
the arrival of the train at Canterbury. Outside the
station vast crowds had assembled to give the lads
a welcome and many a heart beat with old time pride
and joy when the Depot Band gave vent to its feelings.
To the tune of ' The boys of the old brigade ' the
reservists marched off, accompanied by inhabitants
and relatives, to the depot, where—once again, they
got into harness, as they had done in the days gone by.
That night—what a night—will live in memory,
from the Officer Commanding the Depot down to the
last joint recruit, all seemed bent on giving the
reservists a jolly good time. Hands were shaken until
they nearly fell off. Old pals met and interested
themselves in yarns about the past, paying little or no
heed to the future.
" Never mind abawt Kaisar Bill " someone would
say. " We'll deal wiv 'im across the pawny ; besides,
its all in a day's work and be over in free monfs."
" I remembers " spoke Dusty " when old Tommy
Cook told us rookies the fust time we came to
Canterbury there was a FieldMarshal's baton in every
bloke's 'aversack. When the QuarterMaster dished
me awt wiv mine, I opened the flap, looked inside,
but I'm biggered if I seed any baton. Of course,
in case 'e might 'ave forgotten to shove mine in,
I searched anuvver blokes—just to see if 'e'd drawn a
lucky number—and all I could find was woodbines and
doughnuts so I tells Tommy Cook abawt it. " Silly
Ass " 'e said. " Why didn't yer search the Band
master ? He's the only man in the regiment they
dishes awt wiv a baton.' "
" Did yer ?" enquired Snowball.
" Of course I didn't," replied Dusty " I went frew
every ovver bloke's 'aversack in the company. Didn't
'alf cause a blooming row eiver. Came orf running drill
one morning and spotted Tommy a searching me kit,
so I asks 'im if 'ees looking for the Field Marshal's 'orse.
Then 'e pulled me to 'is side and whispered in me ear
'ole, ' would yer like to be my batman—would yer me
lad ? '."
That night at Canterbury, when the reservists
mobilised, will never be forgotten. The gravel on the
barrack Square—trod so often by the reservists during
the day long since past—became covered with
blankets of brown and wfiite, whilst those underneath
the covering would have preferred black and white.
The lawn in front of the officers' mess had the
appearance of an open air lodging house for reservists
families ; all, however, were happy—very happy—
despite the fact that hops have a distinct tendency to
make some men sing, and others to snore.
In a very short space of time, all were once again
in Khaki and to the resounding cheers of every man,
woman and child resident in the Ancient City of
Canterbury, the reservists marched out of the Depot
gates to the strains of music en route to join the First
Battalion at Fermoy.
" See yer when we come back " they yelled to the
crowds. Alas ! very few did return.
J.E.
(Continued in September),
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Regimental Gazette.
The Depot.

Officers.
Capt. E. B. Backhouse is seed, for service under the Colonial Office
(April 28).
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Capt. H. T. Brady, D.C.M., having attained the age limit of liability
to recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Off. (May 27).

The 1st Battalion.
EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

The undermentioned obtained First Class Certificates of Education
at an examination held in Gibraltar on I6th and I7th March, 1926 .—
7808127 C.S.M. G. Mould, 6278320 Sgt. A. Robinson, 6279941
Sgt. T. Burt, 6278449 L/Sgt. F. Parks, 6279321 Cpl. H. Errington,
6279183 Cpl. S. Thomas, 6281634 L/c. E Sovico, 731753 E/c. C. Newell,
6281457 Pte. Broadbridge, 6281624 Pte. S. Coe (Distinguished in
Mathematics).
6279995 Cpl. I,. Glazier, passed in " English "C" " and " Modern
European History " for Special Certificate.

DISCHARGE,

6280731 E/Cpl. H. Ramsden, "B," discharged under K.R. Para. 363
fxvl) 26 526 and struck off strength.
6280745 Pte. E. Waknell, "C," discharged by purchase, 9626.
RECRUITS.

Pte. J. Cousins, attested 7526.
Pte. R. Foad, Pte. J. BJackwell, Pte. A. Tolhurst, attested 10526.
Pte. S. Smith, attested 14526.
Pte. T. Tobin and Pte. H. Bard, attested 18526.
Pte R. Lawrence, attested 20526.
Pte. F. Moore, attested 17526.
Pte. C. Holtom, attested 22526.
Pte. C. Insloe, attested 25526.
Pte. H. J. Sheepwash, Pte. J. Hogben, Pte. A. Crowhurst, attested
27 526.
Pte. G. Baker, attested 1626.
Pte. E. Vant, attested 2626.

EXTENSIONS OF SERVICE,

COURSES OF INSTRUCTION.

6280013 Cpl. W. Woollard, 6280076 Cpl. J. Redman, 6279910
E/c. J. Fletcher, 6280452 Pte. P. Redman, 6278675 Pte. G. Patterson,
6280269 Pte. W. Fuller, 6278663 Pte. J. Thirst, 6280078 Pte. B. Brooks,
extended terms of service to complete 12 years with the Colours.

6279172 Sgt. A. Ross, passed Long Qualifying Course at Small
Arms School, Hythe, Q.l. (E.C. Order No. 476 d/35—26).

APPOINTMENTS.

7810712 L/Cpl. J. Kemp, awarded Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal (with gratuity), 30426. (Authv : A.O. 136 d/30426).

6281464 Pte. IY. Home, appointed Unpaid EanceCorporal, 65 26.
6278629 E/c. V. Eee, appointed Paid EanceCorporal vice Priestley,
2 2 26.
6279300 E/c. G. Cribben, appointed Paid EanceCorporal vice
Richardson, promoted 2 226.
6281634 E/c. E. Sovico, appointed Paid EanceCorporal vice Redman
promoted 16326.
6280002 E/c. S. Priest, appointed Paid EanceCorporal vice Selwav
promoted 21326.
6279236 L/e. T. Sivers, appointed Paid EanceCorporal vice Chandler
promoted 7426.
6281640 E/'c. J. Burn, appointed Paid EanceCorporal vice Glazier
promoted 74 26.
BOYS—AGE.

6282388 Boy C. Dudman, attained the age of 18 years on 195 26.
REENGAGEMENT.

6278490 L/Sgt. W. Hadawav, reengaged at Gibraltar for The
Buffs, 31526 for such period as will complete 21 years Colour Service.

MEDALS.

TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.

6279265 Pte. R. Woods, transferred to Army Reserve under para.
362 (1) K.R., 8626.
EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

6278331 Sgt. A. Ongley and 6279434 Sgt. W. Stewart, awarded
1st Class Certificate at an Examination held at Canterbury in March,
1926. (Authy : E.C.O. No. 557/26).
DISCHARGE?.

6383150 Pte. J. Marsden, discharged under para. 363 (ix) (a) K.R.,
175 26. Authy: G.O.C., H.C.A. No. H.C.A./5/26/A, d/11526.
6283152 Pte. J. Blackwell, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a) K.R.,
28526.
6283136 Pte. J. Howarth, discharged under para. 363 (x) K.R.,
11 6 26. (Authy: H.C.A./5/44/A, d/20525).
6278083 C.O.M.S. H. Manning, discharged under para. 363 (xxi)
K.R., 12626.

STRENGTH—DECREASE.

STRENGTH—INCRE ASE.

6279257 Pte. T. Earkin, disembarked in England, 6426 and
struck off the strength accordingly.
6280340 Pte. C. Moore, disembarked in England, 3526 and
struck off the strength accordingly.

6282210 Pte. W. Grigsby, 6282226 Pte. H. Gillis, posted to Depot
from 1st Battalion, 31526. In Netley Hospital.

FURLOUGH.

The following have been granted Furlough to the United Kingdom :
6280013 Cpl. Woollard, 6448253 Sgt. Blake, 6281170 Pte. Hunt,
738612 Pte. Bourne, 6281505 Pte. Headv, 62S1748 Pte. Packman,
6281810 Pte. T. Finnis, 6281558 Pte. C. Finnis, 6281043 Bdm. Taylor,
6281436 Pte. Carter, 6278295 Cpl. Meakin, 7250568 E/c. L Pryor,
6282016 Pte. Barnden,
6278263 R.Q.M.S. Evans, 6281462 E/c.Smith, 6281492 E/c. Hudson,
granted furlough to 9626 prior to proceeding to Canada with the
deputation to visit the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.

The 2nd Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS.

6278707 Cpl. A. Field, "H.Q.," appointed Paid EauceSergt.,
14326.
6279308 Cpl. H. Shorter, "H.Q ," promoted Sergt. and appointed
Orderly RoomUlerk, 13626
REENGAGEMENTS.

6278451 Cpl F Robinson, "C," reengaged for The Buffs at Poit
land to complete 21 years with the Colours.
6278534 Sgt. C. McNeir, "C," as above.
CONTINUATION IN SERVICE.

6278068 Pte. H. Woodhams, "H.Q." Further continuance in the
Service beyond 21 years approved for one year until 71027

STRENGTH—DECREASE.

The undermentioned were posted to the 2nd Battalion w.e.f. 106
26 :—

6282989 Pte. R. Almond, 6282975 Pte. F. Baker, 6282974 Pte. J.
Bullimore, 6282983 Pte. G. Bottle, 6282968 Pte. A. Corless, 6282949
Pte. A. Clifton, 6282984 Pte. D. Cooper, 6282910 Pte. R. Elgie, 6282947
Pte. T. Elliott, 6282967 Pte. F. Eldridge, 5612242 Pte. R. Glanfield,
6282978 Pte. C. Gilbert, 6282992 Pte. G. Gill, 2210099 Pte. W. Groves,
6282976 Pte. C. Gainev, 6282960 Pte. J. Hamill, 6282981 Pte. A.
Kimber 6282991 Pte. A*. Milton, 6282990 Pte. A. MacDonald, 6282986
Pte. J. Stone, 6282985 Pte. T. Smith, 6282987 Pte. J. Taylor, 6282973
Pte. S. Tritton, 6282979 rte. C. Tritton, 6282988 Pte. Wales, 6282982
Pte. S. Wood.
EXTENSION OF SERVICE.

313781 Pte. V. Goodsell, extended his term of Service to complete
12 vears with the colours, 19526. Authy :—Officer i/c Records
No.*R/4961, d/19526.
ATTACHMENTS.

6278771 L/Sgt. A. Bromley, ceased to be attached to S.A.S., Hythe,
w.e.f. 22526.
6282087 Pte. A. Ansley, ceased to be attached to Depot, w.e.f.
21526, on rejoining 2nd Battalion.
4043568 Pte. I,. Washford (1st Bn. Royal Scots), ceased to be
attached to Depot, w.e.f. 22526, on rejoining Unit.
PROMOTIONS.

6281521 L/Cpl. P. Stubberfield, promoted Corporal, 23426. vice
7816793 Ridge, transferred to the Army Reserve.

ARMY RESERVE.

APPOINTMENTS.

6279866 Pte. A. Tomlin, "B," transferred to Army Reserve on 96
26 and struck off strength.

6281889 L/Cpl. E. Watts, appointed Paid L/Corpl., 23 4 25, vice
6283152 Stubberfield promoted.
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure,
1/4/25—31/3/26.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
RECEIPTS.

Balance in hand, 1/4/25
Subscriptions
Ties, Hat Bands and Badges
Past and Present Dinner
Histories
Short Histories
Christmas Cards
Cost of Picture and Frame per General Sir
A. F. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O.
Cheques
From Deposit
Interest

...

...

£

300
3

£ s. d.

213 11 0
229 4 0
6 9 0
26 7 0
1 14 0
0 4 0
31 6 4
4
0

5 6
6 9

s. d

0 0
710

Dividends on Investments
Bank Interest

303 7 10
6 15 1
4 6 11

EXPENDITURE.

Salaries.—
Secretary
Others

£ s. d.

300
91

0
0

0
0

Annual Grant Regimental Agency...
PostmasterGeneral, Telephone
PostmasterGeneral, Telegraphic Address...
Printing and Stationery
Histories
" Past and Present " Dinner, including fares
of band to London
Christmas Cards
Association Badges ...
Print of " Mons " and framing same for
Gen. Sir A. F. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O.
presented to Duke of York's School ...
Wreaths
Funeral expenses the late pensioner Phillips
Coal and Oil ...
Auditor's Fee
Sundries
Cheques
Petty Cash.—
£ s. d.
Postage
...
...
...
30 19 11
OfficeCleaning
...
...
6 0 0
Sundries
...
...
...
4 3 10
Balance

£827 17

£ s. d.

5

391 0
15 0
27 17
2 0
31 0
1 14

0
0
1
0
8
0

47 15
34 2
30 12

7
6
6

4 5
6 6
10 0
5 18
5 5
3 16
P 10

6
0
0
4
0
7
0

41 3 9
168 9 11

£827 17

5

THE BENEVOLENT FUND.
RECEIPTS.

On hand, 1/4/25
Donations
Proceeds " Jumble Sale " ...
Proceeds Cross Word Puzzles
P.R.I. Depot Albuhera Day
O.C. 1st Battalion, Albuhera Day
O.C, 2nd Battalion, Donation
O.C. Depot, Donation
P.O.. 1st Battalion, Donations
United Services Trustee.—
£ s. d.
Interest on the Buffs' Regi
mental and the 3rd *
Battalion Funds
...
347 16
Refund Income Tax on above 55 3

£ s. d.

356
165
31
0
15
36
53
8
30

3
11
6
16
0
8
14
0
6

9
5
2
6
0
0
6
0
0

402 19 8
Income Tax Refunded, April, 1921, to
December, 1925
183 19 8
Interest on Deposit Account
15 15 3
Bank Interest
5 1 3
Dividends on Investments ...
144 3 6
Special Donations, Christmas Pudding Fund 11 7 6
From Deposit Account
700 0 0
Loans Refunded
35 8 3
^2,196

1

5

EXPENDITURE.

£ s. d.
Grants and Loans
Pensions (June, Oct. and Dec., 1925)
Dover Gordon Boys' Orphanage ...
Christmas Puddings ...
Cheques
United Services Trustee for purchase of
Stock
Bank Charges
Petty Cash.—
Small grants
Wages
Sundries
On hand
Balances

£ s. d.
12 13 0
4 0 0
0 6 3
0 17 6

£
598
191
7
12
3

s.
17
2
10
15
0

700

0

0

17 16
664 10

£2,196

1

d.
11
0
0
8
0

9
5

5
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" THE DRAGON."

RECEIPTS.
Balance in hand, 1/4/25
Subscribers
1st Battalion
2nd Battalion
Depot ...
Agents and Cash Sales
Advertisers ...
Bound Volumes

EXPENDITURE.

£
192
227
248
95

s. d.
0 8
2 4
5 2
0 0

68 18

35 7
395 0
7 17

<£1,269 11

0

9
6
2

£
91
Salaries
41
Postage
74
"Blocks"
Printing (Includes carriage on Dragon to
549
1st and 2nd Battalions)
0
Photograph
9
Office Stationery and Printing
5
Prize competition re Dragon cover
Designing cover for Dragon and making
8
" Block " for same
2
Bound Volumes
2
Press cuttings
0
Cheques
483
Balance

7

s. d.
0 0
0 0
18 4
9 8
5 0
18 6
0 0
8 0
8 9
12 6
15 0
15 10

£1,269 11

7

£304 12

1

THE BUFFS' COTTAGE HOMES.
EXPENDITURE.

RECEIPTS.
£

s

d.

£304 12

1

184 1 0
55 8 7
65 2 6

Cash on hand, 1/4/25
Dividends on Investments
Donations

Caretaking—Vacant Cottage
Coal for Widows
...
U.D. Council Rates
St. Peter's Rates
Webb—Tithe
Fire Insurance
Exterior and Interior decorative work and
repairs ...
Cheques
Cash at Lloyd's Bank

Balance Sheets.
THE PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
LIABILITIES.

Sundry Creditors
Unpresented Cheques
Balance Credit

ASSETS.
£ s. d.
4 18 4
27 9 0
352 9 3

£384 16

7

£100 5% War Loan 1929/47
£100 3£% Conversion Loan...
Cash at Lloyd's Bank
Sundry Debtors
Stock in hand

Struck on 31st March, 1926.

£ s. d.
101 17 6
74 15 0
195 18 11
0

6

8

11 18

6

£384 16

7
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THE BENEVOLENT FUND.
LIABILITIES.

ASSETS.

£

Unpresented Cheques
Balance Credit

5
4952

,£1,950 5% War Stock, 1929/47
1986
£500 5% Nat. War Bonds, April, 1928 ... 527
£450 5% Nat. War Bonds, September, 1928 474
£100 5j% Treasury Bonds, 1930
102
£742 12s. Od. 4J% London County Consol. 690
Stock, 1945/85
690
£96 lis. lid. 3J% Conversion Stock (Furley
Fund)
... y 71
£138 London Midland and Scottish Railway
4% Preference Stock
99
£468 City of Quebec 3£% Consol. Registered
Stock
334
£ s. d.
Cash at Lloyd's Bank
...
670 0 5
Cash in hand
017 6
 670

£4,957 15

3

Struck on 31st March, 1926

s. d.
fl 3
10 0
15 0
5 0
2 1
2 1
14

6

7

2

12

4

17 11

£4,957 15

3

"THE DRAGON.'
LIABILITIES.

Sundry Creditors.
Subscribers
Advertisers

£ s. d.

107 19
0 18

Balance Credit

4
0

£ s. d.

108 17 4
457 3 9

ASSETS.

£ s. d.

Sundry Debtors.—
Agents
Advertisers
1st Battalion
2nd Battalion

11 0 10
49 2 9
16 5 0
5 16 8

Cash at Lloyd's Bank
£566

1 1

£ s. d.

82p5 3
483 15 10
£566

Struck on 31st March, 1926.

1

1

EAST KENT SOLDIERS' FUND.
LIABILITIES.

£ s. d.
595 4 9

Balance Credit

£595

4

9

ASSETS.

£646 3s. 2d. Conversion Inscribed Loan,
1961
Cash at Lloyd's Bank

£ s. d.
483 0 1
112 4 8
£595

Struck on 31st March, 1926.

4

9

THE BUFFS' COTTAGE HOMES.
LIABILITIES.

Balance Credit

£ s. d.

1394

4 11

£1,394

4 11

ASSETS.

£
375
105
713
200

s. d.
17 2
5 0
2 6
0 3

£1,394

4 11

£648 0s. 8d. Gov. of India Stock, 3%
...
£100 5% Nat. War Bonds, 1929, 4th Series
£700 5% War Loan, 1929/47
Cash at Lloyd's Bank
...
...
...
Struck on 31st March. 1926.

I have examined the foregoing Statements and Balance Sheets with the Account Books and Pass Books ;
I have compared the payments with the vouchers and have verified the cash balances and I certify that
the Accounts are correct. The Investments are entered at their market value as on 31st March. 1926.
A. J. LANCASTER,
7th May, 1926.
Auditor.

RICHARDSON & Co. CHARLES BARROWS,
26 KING STREET,
ST. JAMES'S,
LONDON, S.W. 1.
SUPPLY—

37

NORTHGATE STREET.

CANTERBTJE/Y.
GROCERY,

PROVISIONS,

HARDWARE,

BRUSHES,

Etc.

Regimental Kit of all kinds
Regimental Buttons and Badges
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.
Swagger Canes
Sports Requisites
E. BA LLOQ.UI.
Sports Prizes
132, 134 & 136 Main Street, Gibraltar
Shooting Prizes
Ladies' and Gentlemen's FirstClass
Presentation Gifts
Uptodate Hair Dressing Saloons.
(we will make suggestions suitable fop all
Ranks).

Newspapers and Magazines by
post to all parts of the world

Perfumery and Toilet Requisites, Hats,
Socks, Shirts, Ties, etc., etc., etc,

Let us know your requirements and
we will quote you.

Open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sundays 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m.

HAWKES & Co.,
LIMITED.

TAILORS AND
MILITARY
OUTFITTERS,
C A P A N D
ACCOUTREMENT
MAKERS.
Patronised by
Officers in
Every Branch
of the Service

J. HUNT & SONS
Drape re, fIDen's Ibosiers
Ibouee 3funusbers
LARGE

STOCKS

RELIABLE

&

OF
HIGH CLASS
AT

GOODS

POPULAR

PRICES

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

"OZO" Stops
Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains
6^d Per

k°x

® tasteless doses

Proprietors:

I

SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W. 1.

Telephone:
REGENT 186.

Telegrams:
" CAPTAINCY," REG. LONDON.

WALKER. <£> HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY

Post freeIreland & Abroad.
8/- per annum.
4/- 6 months.
2/- 8 months.
WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

No. 321.

August, 1926.

Personalia.
TTTE are very glad to hear that General Sir
Arthur Paget was sufficiently well to
proceed to Havre to race his yacht " Siris."
We congratulate him most heartily on winning
with her the Cumberland Cup. We under
stand that in all probability on his return from
Havre he will visit Cowes.
Lord and Lady Harris entertained many
friends at Belmont during the Cricket Match
there last month, when the Band of Brothers
played the Eton Ramblers. We were sorry to
hear that Eord Harris was suffering from
a badly bruised leg and was hardly able
to walk, as a result of a blow received while
playing in a previous match. We wish him
a very speedy recovery.
General Sir Arthur I/ynden Bell has
recently been staying for a few days at
Portland.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy and Eady Bainbridge
were staying at Worthing for Goodwood Races.
Brig.General and Mrs. E. H. Finch Hatton
have left Dinard, and are at present at St.
Briac, Brittany.
The following is an extract from a letter
dated the 24th June, received from Col.
R. S. H. Moody, who, it will be remembered,
was the guest of the evening at the recent
Dragon Club Dinner :—
" I look backward to the 16th of this
njonth as one of the pleasantest I have
Spent during the last few years. I was
greatly honoured at being made a guest at
the Dinner, and surprised to meet so many
who had actually served with me."

Price Sixpence.

We understand that the 1st Battalion will
not now leave Gibraltar for India before the
8th February. The 2nd Battalion leaves Port
land for Aldershot on the 5th October.
Colonel and Mrs. Bright have returned to
their home, Hilfield, Nr. Evershot. They had
a very pleasent time in the Pyreneese where
they met Colonel and Mrs. Power, looking
very well.
Col. Groves Raines is away yachting and
we wish him at least as great success as he had
last year.
Major C. C. Cobbe was recently seen at
Sandown Park.
Major G. T. D. Hickman is at present in
Dublin for the Horse Show.
Major Guy, Mrs. Dee and family have
arrived home on leave from Janaica and are
staying with Major and Mrs. Meakin, The Shrub
bery, Barham. We understand that Major Lee
is looking for a furnished house in the Canter
bury district.
Major H. S. Archer Houblon has taken
some shooting in Skye and goes north on the
15th of this month.
Capt. H. de R. Morgan and the party of
the Regiment who proceeded to Toronto
arrived home on the 13th July. Full accounts
of their visit appear elsewhere in this number.
Both the Queen's Own Rifles and The
Canadian Buffs showered on them the greatest
hospitality. Major George Chapman also
entertained the party at his new home in
Ottawa.
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The following took part in the Old Stagers'
production of Captain Brassbound's " Con
version " during the Cricket Week :—Major
H. S. Hardy, Major J. Crookenden, Major
F. W. Tomlinson and Capt. E. F. D. Strettell.
We offer our congratulations to Capt. and
Mrs. HammondDavies on the birth of a
daughter.
Mr. G. J. F. Tomlinson, brother of Major
F. W. Tomlinson, has taken up his residence
at Iyittlebourne Court. Mr. and Mrs. Tomlin
son, will, we know, receive a very warm
welcome from his brother's numerous friends
in the district.
Miss Ronald is proceeding to Gibraltar in
the*Autumn to stay with Colonel and Mrs.
Power.
«

We congratulate Capt, C. J. Wood on
having qualified for the Staff College at the
recent examination, and trust that he will
receive a nomination.
We offer our congratulations to Captain
T. Cook on being awarded the M.B.E. in the
recent Birthday Honours.
Mr. P. R. H. Fox is now home from
Gibraltar and is attending a course at Hythe.
Mr. F. G. Crozier is also on leave from
Gibraltar.
The engagement is announced between
T. N. Penlington, The Buffs, only son of the
late E, T. Penlington and Mrs. Penlington,
and Mary Sylyia Routley, only daughter of
Professor P. Groom, F.R.S., and Mrs. Groom.
Mr. C. G. W. Robson, having qualified for
Middlesex, was playing cricket against
Yorkshire at Nottingham last month ; it .was
his fine catch on the boundary which dismissed
A. W. Carr in the latter match, when he was
on the point of completing his century.
The Naval and Military Club is closed until
1st September.
Sgt.Major Bennell has returned to
Canterbury from Australia, where he has been
visiting members of his family who have
settled there.
We much regret to hear from Gibraltar of
the death of Pte. William Ossen Reeves, 1st
Battalion the Buffs. That Private Reeves

had very many friends is fully testified to by
the numerous obituary notices we have
received, which unfortunately space prevents
us publishing .in full.
Mr. E. Mercer (late Sergeant, No. 8146)
with his wife and family, sailed for Australia
on the 7th August; we wish him every success
in his new life, and hope to hear from him
from time to time. Mr. Mercer has been living
at Boughton Monchelsea, near Meadstone,
since the war, working for Mr. Foster Clarke.
A correspondent writes that he has recently
seen Mr. Frederick Carnell, who was severely
wounded whilst with the 8th Battalion at
Boos.
We hear good accounts, too, of Mr. H. W.
Neville (late Company SergeantMajor, in the
6th Battalion). Mr. Neville won the Military
Medal and was twice mentioned in despatches.
He was ultimately 40 per cent disabled and is
now only strong enough to work as a caddy at
Sandwich.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.
Brace.—6281739 Pte. G. Brace, "B," a daughter,
Betty Beryl, born at Gillingham, 21/4/26.
Dell.—1037656 L/Cpl. H. Dell, "D," a son, Ronald
Arthur Charles, born at Portland on 18th May,
1926.
Hammond-Davies.—On 17th July, at Old Court,
Nonington, to Captain and Mrs. HammondDavies,
a daughter.
Vine.—6282013 L/Cpl. A. Vine, "H.Q.," a daughter,
Pamela Emily Maud, born at Weymouth on 18/5/26.
Warner.—On 3rd July, at 252 Northdown Road,
Margate, to Edith, wife of Lieut. R. G. Warner,
4th Battalion, a daughter.
MARRIAGE.
Hancock—Wylie.—6279388 Sgt. T. Hancock, married
at Hythe to Thomazine Wylie, 19/6/26.
DEATHS.
Goldfinch.—6278087. Wife of Sgt. A. Goldfinch, D.C.M.
"H.Q.," Elsie CatherinePathenia, died at Portland,
27/5/26.
Johnson.—Son of 6280761 C.S.M. P. Johnson, Claude
Bernard, died at Margate, 4/7/26, aged 5 years.
Reeves.—On Friday, 9th July, at the Military
Hospital, Gibraltar. No. 6278883 Pte. William
Ossen Reeves, from tuberculosis.
Obituary.
WILLIAM OSSEN REEVES.
Pte. Reeves enlisted in the Buffs in 1909 and
subsequently served both Battalions. During the Great
War he served in Salonica and in France, being twice
wounded. He was known to a wide circle of friends
and was most popular.
His funeral was attended by a large number
of offcers and men and several beautiful wreaths
offered a silent testimony of his popularity.
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A Visit of the Detachment of the Buffs to the
Q.O.R. of Canada.
JUNE 22ND—;JULY 1ST, 1926.
T. HAVE kept a diary of our visit to Canada,
chance of comparing the youth of Canada
giving in detail our daily programmes,
with those at our educational establishments
but while this may be useful as a record, it
at home. Biased as one may be, I am sure
would be uninteresting to many. I shall
that a little of the R.M.C. discipline and
therefore attempt only in this article, to deportment would benefit the modern English
describe our tour in outline, to pick out the undergraduate. Even the Sandhurst cadet
salient points and record our general
must look to it if he is not to be surpassed in
impressions.
drill and smartness by the Kingston cadet.
The history of our affiliation with the I have only one regret that so few—only about
Q.O.R. is, I believe, well known to all Buffs 5%—take up soldiering as a profession on
and there are many who will remember the graduating from the college.
Q.O.R. at Aldershot in 1910. But perhaps
Onr reception in the city of Toronto by the
it is well to make one point clear, namely,
Q.O.R. and later by the Mayor and Council
that Q.O.R. and the Canadian Buffs were not
will never be forgotten by any of us.
originally, and are not now entirely, one and
It was a proud moment when we marched
the same Regiment. The Q.O.R. date from
into the armoury to find the whole Regiment
1860 and were officially affiliated to the
on parade ready to welcome ns. The short
Buffs in 1914. The Canadian Buffs (198th)
address by Sir H. Pellatt; the few words
were raised in Toronto in 1915 for war service.
spoken by Col. Pellatt, his son, and the
A year ago the Canadian Buffs became
resounding cheers given us by the rank and
incorporated in the Q.O.R. They find one
file of the Q.O.R. were sufficient to make ns
Company of the Regiment and wear the feel thoroughly at home in Toronto. Here
Dragon as their badge.
we were in actual personal contact with our
The names of the men who formed the affiliated Regiment representing the Buffs.
party and the Battalions which they repre The affiliation ceased to be a mere title in the
sented have already appeared in The Dragon.
Army Eist and became a very real and
The journey was uneventful, except that impressive fact.
We marched together
even before we reached Canadian shores we through the city, the band playing the Regi
got some idea of the welcome we were about to
mental March which is common to us both,
receive. Wireless messages began to pour in
and together we placed wreaths on the
and I was duly impressed on hearing that the Cenotaph commemorating those who fell in
Commanding Officer and several other Officers the late war. Such was our first reunion since
had travelled all the way to Montreal—some
the war and every one of us felt proud that it
3£>0 miles, to meet us.
was his privilege to take part in so impressive
We at once became engaged in the whirl of
a ceremony.
gaiety and function both civil and military
We were entertained several times during
which they had planned for ns. May I here at onr stay by the civil authorities of the city,
once pay tribute to this wonderful organiza
by the Mayor and Council, and by the Board
tion. The Q.O.R. Association appeared to of Trade. At each function we were much
neglect temporarily all its other duties and impressed by the feeling of comradeship of
I fear the members of their committee must
welcome and of hospitality which they
have sadly neglected their own private displayed towards ns. We felt that not only
business too, and devoted their energy
the Q.O.R. but the whole civilian population
and their time to the arrangement and the of this great city were receiving us with open
progress of our visit into Canada. No detail
arms.
was forgotten; their solethought was our
Perhaps one of the most interesting days
interest, our comfort, and our enjoyment.
was spent at the Agricultural College at Guelf,
We were whirled from one entertainment to
about 100 miles from Toronto.
another with little breathing space—or shall
Unfortunately the students were away on
I say sleeping space—and it speaks volumes for long vacation, but we made a very thorough
their organization that we were able to see so tour of the whole farm and by the time we left
much and do so much in so short a time.
we were much impressed with its value. It
Our visit to the R.M.C. at Kingston to seems that this is the college which might take
witness the closing exercises of the year was in some exBuffs, or possibly sons of old Buffs.
of especial interest to me. It gave me the The course lasts for four years and at the end
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of two years the student can specialise in one
subject, e.g., Dairy work, Fruit Farming, etc.
It is possible that we might make arrange
ments through the Queen's Own Association
with the Ontario Government to allot ns
certain vacancies each year.
The question of emigration for exsoldiers
is a difficult one. One point stands out
clearly
there is always work and prospect
for the energetic and the experienced worker
on the land, but little opportunity for a man
without any previous knowledge. Other
trades are as crowded as they are in England,
and it is difficult to ask the Q.O.R.'s assistance
to find a job for an exBuff, when there are
possibly members of their own Association out
of work. But there is always a shortage of
labour on the land. Men come out from
England, work on a farm during the summer
and are paid off in the Autumn; they drift
into the cities in the winter, where they seem
to develop a distaste for the land and they
never return to it.
We were fortunate in meeting the Prime
Minister of Ontario on our way home. He
shook hands witfr ns all and we gave him three
cheers.
Another very interesting day was spent at
Niagara Fafe^ We went by road via Hamilton
and St. Catherines and visited several militia
units en route. The militia in Canada are
well provided with drill halls ; (the one in
Hamilton would take an Infantry Brigade on
parade); each Brigade has its Officers' and
Sergeants' Mess, its Company offices, etc., in
the buildings. There is no permanent staff
at all in a militia unit, which must place
a large burden of work and responsibility on
the cqmffifinding officer. The Falls themselves
at Niagara were wonderful. Far be it from
me. to attempt to describe them. We
remained at Niagara until dark to see them
illuminated by search lights of various colours.
Many were the dinners at which it was onr
privilege to attend, but there are two which
we shall always remember; that given by
the Canadian Buffs and our final dinner given
by the Q.O.R. Association. The Canadian
Officer is a good afterdinner speaker and
Colonel Reg. Pellatt and Colonel Cooper are
not exceptions. General Langton and General
Sir Henry Pellatt also assisted the speakers,
and never was it more clear to us how strong
were the bonds of union between the two
Regiments. We were presented with the most
magnificent trophies which were entrusted to
us to take home to the Depot, Mess. A silver
Regimental Badge coloured with enamel, in
a frame was given by the Q.O.R. and a Cup:
by the Canadian Buffs. I will not describe
these further as I have no doubt the Editor
will at some time produce a photograph.

I have left to the last the description of the
Garden Party held by Sir H. Pellatt to com
memorate the 50th Anniversary of his
connection with the Q.O.R. It was held at his
country house 30 miles out of Toronto, and
was attended by about 3,000 guests. The
Q.O.R. mustered a strong parade and formed
Up for inspection by the General. Before the
March Past we were given seats on the plat
form, where we had a good view. The Q.O.R.
made a very fine show, in spite of the rough
ground which they had to cross. Messages of
welcome from the Dnke of Connaught and
others were read out, including one from
General Sir Arthur Paget and the Past and
Present Association of the Buffs. The
presentation sword was given to Sir H. Pellatt
and fixed on to his sword belt by Private
Woods of the Buffs. We also presented
a piece of silver from the Past and Present
Association, a photo of which will appear
elsewhere. Sir H. Pellatt made an excellent
speech, and referred several times to his
personal association with the Buffs.
We stayed for a day at Ottawa and an
evening at Montreal on our way to the coast.
I know I can say on behalf of the whole
party that we have never spent a more
interesting or enjoyable fortnight.
AMBASSADORS OF THE BUFFS WELCOMED BY
QUEEN'S OWN.
Royally the Queen's Own Rifles, on the evening of
June 22nd, welcomed nine ambassadors from their
comrade English regiment, the Buffs, the oldest
military organization in the British Empire.
On their arrival from Kingston, where they had
attended the annual graduation ceremonies of the
Royal Military Institute, Captain H. D. R. Morgan
and his eight noncommissioned officers and men, were
greeted by Col. Reginald Pellatt, BrigadierGeneral
Langton, Captain Sankey, Col. Hedges and other
officers and Officials of the Q.O.R. and the Queen's
Own Association.
e
In a brief ceremony at the Union station, Gen..
Langton expressed to these military brethren from
overseas the pleasure of the Queen's Own Rifles at their
visit and Captain Morgan made a fitting, but laconic
response. Deeds not words, represents the ideals of
this famous fighting regiment.
,
The real reception was at the armories and the
notable ceremony was at the city hall, when the visitors
laid a wreath on the cenotaph and were given
the freedom of the city by Major Foster.
At 8 o'clock the Q.O.R. paraded in the armories
and after many bugle calls and much giving of
stentorian orders, arranged themselves into a hollow
square. Into the centre of this most dramatically
marched the nine distinguished visitors and with them
MajorGeneral Sir Henry Pellatt in a resplendent uni
form of blue and gold braid.. It was to see .Sir Henry
and to take part in the 50th anniversary of his
connection with the Queen's Own Rifles that these nine
envoys had crossed the sea, three of them from distant
and impregnable Gibraltar.
,
w
The Q O.R. presented and grounded arms ana the
most memorable and generous of all its O.C. s, Sir
Henry Pellatt, in a ringing voice, delivered a cordial
welcome.

On the balcony of the Toronto Board of Trade, 20th floor of the Royal Bank Building, the highest in the British Empire.

June 29th, 1926.
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SIR HENRY PELLATT'S WELCOME.
The Commanding officer is Sir Henry Pellatt's son,
but he addressed him formally, saying:
Colonel
Pellatt, officers and members and exmembers of the
Queen's Own Rifles, comrades all. It is more than
a pleasure for me to meet you here this evening to
meet representatives of our old comrades, the Buffs,
whom we crossed the sea to visit in 1910 and who now
have returned that visit.
"We have been affiliated a long time," he went on.
" It was some 55 years ago that we obtained permission
to use your regimental march. That permission was
asked for by General Otter. Since then there has
been close and friendly contact between the Q.O.R.
and your regiment, the Buffs. We hope that your
short visit to Canada will be an extremely pleasant
. one."
His son, Col. Reginald Pellatt, then on behalf of
his regiment, extended a hearty welcome to the
overseas visitors. "Those of us," said he, "who
were fortunate enough to be in England in 1910 will
never forget your courtesy."
He concluded with the order " Hats off. Three
cheers for the Buffs." And to that there was a
spontaneous and ringing " tiger."
On behalf of his squad of eight, Captain Morgan
acknowledged this brotherly salutation and said:
" This is the proudest relationship in our regimental
history. It would do much to strengthen the bonds
of empire."
The commandant of the Q.O.R. had said : " Take
off your hats." He gave the order : " Remove your
headdress." The two regiments are brothers, but
there is a difference in their military idiom.
After the eight had valiantly tried to outcheer the
500/ the regitnent paraded into University avenue en
route to the city hall and the cenotaph. As it started
off the regimental band played the march which three
generations ago it had borrowed from the Buffs.
CEREMONY AT THE CENOTAPH.
The ceremony at the city hall was brief but
impressive. The regiment in uniform and in mufti
defiled  past the cenotaph and stationed itself in front
of it and on the lateral lawns. Pour soldiers in full
dress uniform whose combined service age totalled
neatly 100 years, were on guard at the monument.
At the foot of it were Mayor Poster, Con. Gibbons,
and Aids. Baker, Boland, Laxton and Miller, the civic
reception committee. When all were in their plaoes
froin the front door of the city hall down the steps
came Captain Morgan and his squad of eight.
In;their honor the Q.O.R. presented arms and the
line of officers in front of the monument held their
barfed swords rigidly at attention. The visitors stood
with impeccable precision in two lines and Lieut.Col.
Kirkpatrick in eloquent language introduced them and
their regimental history to their military hosts and the
people of Toronto.
It was an honor, said he, to introduce this
detachment of the Buffs, for their regiment had
venerable as well as valiant antecedents. It was
descended from the old trained bands of London and
in this phase of its momentous history had been
reviewed by Queen Elizabeth. It had been sent to
Holland and there in the days of Cromwell had refused
to forswear allegiance to the heir of King Charles I.
Returning to England after the restoration it had been
known as the Holland regiment and was given special
privileges. By royal warrant it could recruit by beat
of drum in London city and also parade with flying
flags as well as beating drums. In 1702 because Of the
color of the facings of its uniforms it was first called
" the Buffs/'
It had served in Marlborough's wars and at the
battle of Defttingen,  the last battle where*an English
king had commanded in person. It had served in the

American revolutionary war and in 1782 became a
county regiment and was styled the " East Kents."
In 1814 it came to Canada and took part in the engage
ments of Plattsburg and Saranac. It not only had
been the host of the Q.O.R. during the latter's famous
visit to England in 1910, hut also had served beside it
in the great war.
" The history of the Buffs," exclaimed Lieut.Col,
Kirkpatrick, " is the history of the British empire."
And its recent history was intertwined with that of the
Queen's Own. The two regiments were blood brothers.
Their intimacy was a happy bond between the old and
the new worlds.
The ringing tones of Lieut.Col. Kirkpatrick were
in striking contrast to the suave and whispered
utterance of Mayor Poster. But he was glad to have
the good fortune to welcome these distinguished
.military visitors and hoped this would not be their
last trip to Toronto.
PLACING OF WREATH ON MEMORIAL.
At a word of command a sergeant of the Buffs
stepped smartly forward and received a wreath. He
placed it in the hands of his commanding officer and
Captain Morgan, while the Q.O.R. presented arms,
placed it reverently on the cenotaph. After him, Gen.
Otter, who holds the highest military rank in Canada,
also laid a wreath on the war memorial.
A surpliced choir from St. James' Cathedral under
the baton of Dr. Ham sang " 0 Valiant Hearts," and
Canon Cody, the chaplain of the Q.O.R., uttered
a prayer. The bugles sounded the Last Post and the
choir brought the ceremony to an end with the empire's
national anthem.
An interesting incident after the formal ceremony
was the presentation to Capt. Morgan of the mother
of a lamented officer of the Q.O.R., Capt. Billy Allen.
This old lady, whose white hair and years commanded
reverence, is also regent of the Q.O.R. chapter of the
I.o.D.E.
After the cenotaph ceremony the Buffs and their
hosts returned to a social evening in the armories.
While Capt. Morgan fraternized with the officers, his
eight noncoms, and privates were the guests at the
sergeants' mess on University avenue.
(The Toronto Daily Star).
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Canada.

ELL guys, I have just been instructed to write
a brief account of our trip to Canada, on the
occasion of our visit to the " Queen's Own Rifles " of
Canada. This is the first occasion I have had the
honour of writing copy for The Dragon, and owing to
the fact that my " heduficasion " has been somewhat
neglected, I leave my readers to do their best in sorting
this out. So, as they say across the pond, I guess I'll
fire ahead. Canada—how the name ran through my
head, from the first morning they gently broke the
news to me that I had been selected as one of the party
of eight, under the command of Capt. H. D. R. Morgan,
to go out to Toronto.
How my temperature jumped to 110 4 when the
Q.M. asked me if I possessed a suit of blues, and after
vainly turning out my kit bag and finding only one
odd sock, a suit of canvas, P.W., and a pullthrough,
I shook my head in dismay. But I guess I broke all
records when the guy told me to take the beaten track
back to Headquarters and get rigged out. On Friday
I was away like a cowpuncher on the last round up,
on the first to Southampton.
Upon arrival our party was met by General Bain
bridge and Colonel Findlay, who, after inspecting us,
spoke a few kind words of advice and after ascertaining
tfTat everything was quitecomfortable for us, we*found
ourselves aboard the 5.5. >A scania. 
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I will deal briefly with the voyage, which,
I believe was somewhat rough ; at least this is
according to three of our party, who after feeling the
first vibrations of the propeller, decided to turn in and
took no more interest in the affair until we reached the
River St. Lawrence. Meanwhile the remainder of the
party gave themselves up to the good times on board.
Everything was done for our comfort ; all sorts of
games were on deck, except Crown and Anchor and
house, of which no one seemed to understand the rules ;
dances, concerts and a cargo of beautiful girls. I must
mention the latter as like my comrades " single " (least
for the time being) could not help falling in love at
first squint, although my hopes were dashed to the
ground, as the sweet thing I had set my lamps on at
the commencement of the voyage turned out to be
Danish. However, after trving every means of opening
up communication with her, including semiphore,
I had to retire to the hatchway and whistle the Danish
Anthem. So the day went on until we sighted Quebec
and our three lost comrades.
A short stay at Quebec during which the various
places of interest were pointed out to us, and the thrills
of going under the bridge were experienced. We
.steamed on up to Montreal, arriving there at 10 p.m.,
on Sunday, 20th. Here we were met by R.Q.M.S.
Brooker of the Queen's Own, whom we christened
" Dad " as he proved himself a father to us right
through. After partaking of refreshments we boarded
the train for Kingstone.
A day's halt was made at Kingstone as arrange
ments had been made for us to visit the closing of the
Royal Military College. Here we witnessed a
wonderful display of gymnastics, horsemanship and the
cadets on parade. A visit was also made to the prison
or as it is named there, Penetentiarv ; here we were
met by one of the staff and taken round the building
and shown the various workshops and everything of
interest. During the evening we were left to go where
we pleased, to see the sights or cinemas, make eyes at
the girls or sample the beverage of the province, e.g.,
4*4.

Silver Regimental Badge presented by Queen's Own Rifles
to The Depot and Silver Bowl presented by The Canadian
Buffs.
The next day we started on our journey for the
place that runs through the minds of each of us,
Toronto.
Arriving at Toronto about 6.30 p.m., we were met
at the station by Col Pellett and officers of the garrison
and after receiving a most wonderful welcome we were
escorted to our hotel, the Carls Ritz. Here we were
given about half an hour to dive into soap and water
and remove some of the dust of our journey, during
which the telephone bells were ringing and voices
calling " Sir, your car is waiting." We dived into the
lift and descended to our cars singing, " Ho, I wonder
what it feels like to be poor." We were driven to the
drill hall ready for our introduction to the Q.O.R. and
the ceremony of placing a wreath on the cenotaph.

Salver presented to General Sir H. Pellatt by The Past
and Present Association.

No less than five battalions were on parade to
welcome us, and after speeches were given on both
sides and cheers which could be heard all over the
States, we marched at the head of the column to the
tune of the '' Thunderer'' through the streets of
Toronto up to the cenotaph. It was a march we shall
never forget ; of the crowds that turned out to
welcome us the shouts of " Steady the Buffs," " Good
old Blighty " and " Come on England." Only through
the mounted police and the long and short jabs of the
R.S.M.'s stick were we kept from being dragged from
the ranks.
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A most impressive service was held at the cenotaph
and addresses of welcome given by the Mayor, etc.,
who in his address, said :—" To read the history of the
Buffs was to read the history of the world." How our
ears flapped and our chests expanded until I thought
every button would give way. Gee ! It was good to
be alive. The service over, we marched back to the
Drill Hall and before the troops were dismissed or the
crowd could break through, our Canadian comrades
escorted us to the Sergeants' Mess where we were made
honorary members during our stay in the city. I will
not say all that happened that night; Canada is a dry
country (least in places) but it was indeed wonderful
and we were allowed to retire to our beds somewhere
round 4 a.m., tired but happy. The next item on the
programme was an invite to lunch with the Mayor
and Corporation at the King Edward Hotel, after which
we were due to visit a baseball match, but a storm
arose during which the rain fell down in lumps, so a
quiet afternoon was spent in our hotel in preparation
for the dinner and smoker at the Sergeants' Mess
Q.O.R. This proved to be the night of nights. Each
one of us was called upon to make a speech and in our
own sweet way we did our best to find words to
express our feelings. Songs were sung, two of which
were heard all over the city, namely, " Don't eat
 bananas with the skin on " and " Are you working "
the chorus of which appeared in the paper the following
day.
To dwell on all the places visited and the things seen
would take up a bound volume of The Dragon. When
I say that two trips were taken to Niagara, Canadian
and American sides, the agricultural college at
Guilph, Canoe Club, Canadian Buffs, 48th Highlanders,
drives round the city and last but not least, the cele
bration of Sir Henry Pellett's 50th anniversary which
the Q.O. held at Lake Marie when the honour was given
to the writer of these notes to be allowed to replace the
sword Sir Henry was wearing with the new one
presented by the officers and members of the Queen's
Own.
One place of interest I have left out in my notes
was the visit to Sunnyside. Sunnyside is the amuse
ment park of Canada. It is a most wonderful place,
possessing, besides every form of side shows and
amusement grounds, an enormous swimming bath
which is kept heated to the required temperature all
the year round.
The band of the Queen's Own played during the
evening and our party arrived about 9 p.m., when the
Regimental March Past was played on our arrival.
Thousands of people were there to greet us, not
forgetting the hundreds of dear flappers which' only
Canada can boast. It was a great sight, with the
splendid illuminations, the music floating
from the
various side shows and the cool, evening breeze. It
made one's thoughts turn to love, but they were never
allowed to turn too far as the ever watchful eyes of our
escort were always upon us. Alas ! one of our party
was so deep in love that he was found kissing one of
the Quartermasters of the Q.O. and singing " If I could
only make you care."
So each day passed by until the 1st July drawned,
which is known as Independence Day in Canada, but
not with us ; otherwise we might have wanted to have
been independent and stay longer. This day was spent
with our old comrades the " Canadian Buffs " who gave
us a right royal time until 9 p.m., when we departed
for our last goodbyes in the mess of the Queen's Own.
There, among the tears and cheers, parting speeches,
singing of " Auld Lang Syne " and the final chorus of
" Smile awhile, we bid you sad adieu," after which an
advance was made on the station. Quite how we got
there I never knew, but I believe it was in
section rushes.

After several counterattacks we reached our
objective (the station) and what a sight! Crowds
lined the platform and in the centre stood the band,
to give us a final tune up.
A sight Toronto had never experienced for many
a long day. In the midst of the crowd could be seen
the head and shoulders of our Captain, ever a favourite
wherever he went, being carried round the platform to
the tune of " He's a jolly good fellow." All ranks
united in the last goodbyes until 12 p.m., when, to the
the playing of our March Past, we took our last look at
dear old Toronto and our old comrades, whom we shall
never forget, " The Queen's Own." Everyone quickly
fell back into their bunks, their voices sounding like
bull frogs as they grunted the final goodnight. Seven
a.m. found us at Ottawa, where, accompanied by Capt.
Chapman, one of our old officers, we were taken round
and shown the sights, after being invited to his home
for refreshments.
At 4 p.m. we once again entrained for Montreal,
remaining at the Queen's Hotel for the night and
embarking on the S.S. Usonia the following morning.
To the relief of the usual three of our party, the sea
decided to remain fairly calm, so instead of the usual
beef tea, A. to Z. was the usual call on the menu at
each meal.
The usual amusements were indugled in as for the
outward journey, and the usual abundance of the fair
sex ; in fact I think I could write a book entitled
" Love on a liner."
July 12th found us in England once again, where
we bade our comrades of the 1st Battalion and
Territorials adieu as they went on to Cherbourg and
thence to London. So laden with souvenirs and
presents, we joined our Battalion on training, where,
with face full of Spearmint, we " Go labour on " ever
thinking of our wonderful trip and looking to the day
we can once more set eyes on Canada.
SAWDUST.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" Cabar Feidh."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Oak Tree."
" The Red Hackle."
" The Iron Duke."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
" The London Scottish Regimental Journal."
" Journal of the Honourable Artillery Co."
" British Legion Journal/'
" The Snapper."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Lion and the Rose."
" St. George's Gazette."
" On The March." *
" The Gunner."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" Sapper."
" The Cambridge Bulletin."
" The Ypres Times."
" The Bugle."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" Journal of the Society of Army Historical
Research."
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Battles of the Buffs.
(7) ATTACK ON FORT KENOQUE ) 1AQC
SIEGE OF NAMUR.
)
OPERATIONS IN FLANDERS, 169597.

FTER the battle of Landen, Churchill's
Regiment was ordered into garrison at
A
Malines and remained there for some time.

On 1st September there is a record that a draft
of 900 recruits was received for the army ; 300
went to the Guards and the remaining
600 were divided amongst the regiments which
had suffered most severely at Landen. The
fact that Churchill's Regiment received 130
out of this number is an eloquent testimony
to the severity of the losses it sustained in
that battle.
The regiment remained in winter quarters
at Malines and did not kave till the beginning
of May, when King William began to con
centrate the allied army near Louvain. The
campaign of 1694 was not marked by any
general action; the two armies performed
many arduous and long marches, but neither
side gained any decisive advantage. The only
noteworthy incident is a march by Luxem
bourg's Army, which extricated itself from
a very unfavourable position and entirely
upset the King's plan. In five and a half days
Luxembourg's troops covered a distance of
about 120 miles over a most difficult country
and under bad conditions. The exertions
demanded of his troops must have been
aggravated by other circumstances, for
although 22 miles a day for five days is good
marching for large bodies of troops, it is not
sufficient in ordinary conditions to cause the
death of 3,000 men, which was the loss
sustained by the French.*
In October the armies withdrew into winter
quarters and Churchill's Regiment was again
stationed at Malines, MajorGeneral Churchill
being in command of the garrison. During
November trouble occurred between the
English garrison and the inhabitants, and two
English officers were killed by the mob. As
the authorities failed to arrest the murderers,
the English troops became enraged and killed
two of the burghers in the night and, to prevent
further bloodshed, the English were marched
out of the town.
During the winter 16941695 the French
were employed in constructing extensive
defence works, a " working party " of 20,000
navvies being specially engaged. The Allies
*In this connection it is interesting to note that the late
BrigadierGeneral Julian Hasler, of the Buffs, who
was killed at the 2nd Battle of Ypres, once carried
out a march of 300 miles in 12 days with a column
of native troops in Nigeria.

concentrated a force of 35,000 men by taking
500 from every battalion quartered in Flanders
to put a stop to the progress of these works,
but it was not found practicable to accomplish
this and the troops returned to their winter
quarters.
William arrived from England in May and
the Allies succeeded in putting 120,000—
125,000 men into the field, William com
manding the main army of 11,000 horse and
42,000 foot, while the French, including the
garrison of Namur, mustered some 100,000,
but France had sustained a great loss through
the death of her able general, the Due de
Luxembourg.
The French had expended such a large
proportion of their forces in garrisoning the
extensive defensive works which they had
constructed that they had a comparatively
small portion of their army available for
offensive action. The intiative thus passed to
King William. The King's main objective
appears to have been the siege and capture of
Namur, an important fortress at the
confluence of the Rivers Sambre and Meuse.
In order to distract the enemy's attention from
his main blow, William despatched a force
under the Duke of Wiirtemberg to attack the
fortress of Kenoque at the junction of the Loo
and Dixmude canals. Churchill's Regiment
formed part of this force.
On the 9th June the grenadiers of the
several regiments, drove the enemy from an
advanced part and shortly afterwards a
redoubt was captured and some progress made
towards forcing a crossing. Churchill's Regi
ment was engaged and sustained several
casualties.
By now the siege of Namur had com
menced and as the attack on Kenoque had
served its purpose as a feint, the detachment
was withdrawn and ordered to join the main
army before Namur. During this move a
considerable body of the Allies under the
Prince de Vaudemont, including Churchill's
Regiment and General Churchill himself,
became isolated and exposed to the attack of
very superior hostile forces under Marshal
Villeroy. The French were at one time
confident of
overwhelming the Allied
detachment, but one of the French generals
displayed a singular lack of resolution, and
neglected to push home the attack when the
Allies were in a very serious predicament.
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Vaudemont and the Duke of Wiirtemberg
Albuhera.
eventually managed to draw off their army
successfully, fighting a rearguard action.
Trelowarren,
During the retreat General Churchill had
Mawgan, Helston,
a curious experience. The force having halted
Cornwall.
at Nevel, General Churchill with Major Negus,
8th July, 1926,
of his regiment, and two or three other officers,
Dear Sir,
occupied a house and caused a guard of a
May I suggest that, as a supplement to the
sergeant and 12 men to be mounted. During admirable accounts in the July Dragon of the visit to
the night, while General Churchill slept, orders Albuhera, you should reprint in the August number
the passage from Napier, Book XII., Chap. VI., War
came for the army to move and apparently
the Peninsula, describing the final advance to victory
the whole army moved off, no one troubling in
of the "astonishing infantry," even though the regi
to inform General Churchill or to warn the ment is not mentioned by name.
guard mounted on his house. Presumably
I have just been refreshing my remembrance of it !
this house must have been somewhat detached
Yours sincerely,
from the main village as it was not discovered
COURTENAY VYVYAN.
till next morning that the Army had left, and
(We have great pleasure in complying with the above
shortly afterwards, marauding bands of the
suggestion. Ed.).
French attacked the house. General Churchill
*
*
*
*
tried to escape, but fell into the hands of two
"
Such
a
gallant
line,
issuing
from
the midst of the
of them, who plundered him and ordered him
smoke and rapidly separating itself from the confused
to wait while they went off to join in the
and broken multitude, startled the enemy's masses,
attack on the house, eager to share the spoil.
which were increasing and pressing onwards as to an
assured victory ; they wavered, hesitated, and then
General Churchill was ordered to wait by a
vomiting forth a storm of fire, hastily endeavoured to
hedge a few yards away under threats of being enlarge
their front, while a fearful discharge of grape
shot. The attention of his captors was soon from all their artillery whistled through the British
distracted and they passed to the other side
ranks. Myers was killed, Cole and the three colonels,
Ellis, Blakeney and Hawkshawe, fell wounded, and the
of the hedge ; the general instantly seized
battalions, struck by the iron tempest, reeled
his opportunity and escaped, and although he fuzileer
and staggered like sinking ships ; but suddenly and
ran into another of the plunderers who had
sternly recovering they closed on their terrible enemies,
been posted as a sentry, he was taken to be
and then was seen with what a strength and majesty
the British soldier fights.
In vain did Soult with
a French officer and succeeded in escaping,
voice and gesture animate his Frenchmen, in vain did
rejoining the army at Mary kirk, after marching the
hardiest veterans break from the crowded columns
some distance in the cumbersome riding boots and sacrifice their lives to gain time for the mass to
mounted officers wore. The affair is also
open out on such a fair field ; in vain did the mass
striving, fire
indis
interesting as affording a sidelight on the itself bear up, and, fiercely
criminately upon friends and foes, while the horsemen
manner Staff Duties of the Army in the field
hovering on the flank
threatened to charge the
were carried out.
advancing line. Nothing could stop that astonishing
Churchill's Regiment was not actually
infantry. No sudden burst of undisciplined valour, no
nervous enthusiasm weakened the stability of their
engaged in the assault on Namur, although it
order; their flashing
eyes were bent on the dark
is possible that parties of the Grenadier
columns in their front, their measured tread shook
Company took part in one of the attacks. As
the ground, their dreadful volleys swept away the head
far as is known, the regiment was employed in
of every formation, their deafening shouts overpowered
the dissonaiit cries that broke from all parts of the
various operations designed to protect mari
time and other towns in Flanders and also to tumultuous cibwd, as slowly and with a horrid carnage
was pushed by the incessant vigour of the attack to
cover the troops engaged in the actual siege, it
the farthest edge of the hill. In vain did the French
so that to all intents and purposes it formed
reserves miy with the struggling multitude to sustain
the fight, their efforts only increased the irremediable
part of the besieging force. No record is
confusion, and the mighty mass, breaking off like a
extant of any casualties Churchill's Regiment
cliff, went headlong down the steep : the
may have sustained ; some of the British loosened
rain flowed after in streams discoloured with blood,
regiments engaged in the assaults had very and eighteen hundred unwounded men, the remnant
of six thousand unconquerable British soldiers, stood
heavy losses.
triumphant on the fatal hill!"
Namur finally capitulated on 26th August,
1695. Its capture was the most important
success King William gained against the
French. The war dragged on without any
events of considerable importance, till 1697,
B. and W. FISKIYIOORE,
when the Peace of Ryswick was signed and the
Professional Photographers,
regiment returned to England the same year.
In 1698 the strength of Churchill's regiment
V81 St. George's Place, Canterbury.
was reduced to 574 officers and other ranks.
Note New Address.
J.F.W.A. Tel. 337.
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Other Regiments.

No. XIX.

Hertfordshire Regiment (Formerly the 16th Foot).
Sphinx (superscribed " Egypt.") Later following the
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" Namur, 1695/'
example of the French, regiments which had shared in
Blenheim,'" " Ramillies," " Oudenarde," " Mal
Wellington's Peninsula victories were allowed to
plaquet," " Surinam," " Chitral," " South Africa,
inscribe these on their colours. En passant, it may be
190002."
mentioned that " Douro " was the first
Honorary
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Marne,
Distinction granted to The Buffs, and it was not until
1914," " Ypres. 1914, '15, '17." " Loos," " Somme,
1881 that a Committee, presided over by Sir Archibald
1916 '18," "Arras. 1917, '18," " Cambrai, 1917,
Alison, considered the claims of The Buffs, The Bed
'18," " Sambre," " Suvla," " Gaza."
fords and other regiments, and recommended Queen
*
*
*
*
Victoria to award the Battle Honours for Marlborough's
In the matter of nicknames the Bedfordshire and
victories now borne on the Colours.
Hertfordshire Regiment may be accounted exceedingly
At various times during the 18th century the
unfortunate, for of the three nicknames applied to the
regiment saw active service in Scotland (J acobite
corps two are not only misleading, but quite unjust
rebellion) on the continent, against the French and at
and libellous, since they tend to give a totally wrong
sea, as Marines. In 1741 we find the 16th attacking
impression of the regiment's military prowess.
Carthagena and losing many men from the deadly
There was a time, just over a century ago, when the
South American climate. Later the regiment fought
Colours of the 16th Foot did not bear a single Battle
against the Spaniards in Florida. In 1795 they took
Honour, and in consequence they were dubbed " The
part in the Maroon War (Jamaica) and in 1804, after
Peacemakers " or " The Bloodless Lambs," though
helping to capture Surinam (Dutch Guiana) had a long
few regiments could have been less deserving of such
spell of guerilla warfare against the local negroes and
uncomplimentary titles.
halfcaste banditti. Lieut.. Green of the 16th was
Raised in the South of England in 1688, the
presented by the Colonists with a valuable sword of
regiment was rarely at peace during the first twenty
honour for bravery, during these minor operations.
years of its existence. In 1689 the Regiment proceeded
The regiment stayed in Surinam and Barbadoes about
to Holland with The Buffs and remained on active
six years, burying during that period 27 officers and
service in Flanders until 1697, sharing in the Irish
over 500 other ranks—mostly victims of " Yellow
campaigns of William III., returning to Holland in
Jack, the fatal fever of the Indies."
1701, to serve under the great Duke of Marlborough.
The 16th landed in Belgium too late for the Battle
Four of Marlborough's great victories are now recorded
of Waterloo ; consequently the name of that battle
on the regimental colours, but the 16th shared in no
does not appear on the Colours. Yet the regiment was
less than thirtyfour of his other triumphs—such as
worthily represented at the great battle by a large
Schellenberg, Liege. Menin and the capture of Lille,
contingent of recruits from the Bedfordshire Militia
which may be less widely known, but were certainly
(now 3rd Battalion Bedford Regiment) who had
not more easily won. " Blenheim Day " and " Mai
volunteered into the 14th Foot. Many of these gallant
plaquet Day " are the Bedfords' regimental fete days,
youngsters were still wearing their Militia uniforms
of the 1st and 2nd Battalions respectively.
The
and accourtrements when they fought and fell on that
action of Sergeant Littler at the Siege of Lille is an
historic June Sunday.
incident of which the Regiment is justly proud :— He
After the close of the Napoleonic Wars the
gained great renown by swimming across the river in
Regiment did not take the field
again for fifty
face of the enemy and with an axe cutting the chains
years ; they helped to defend Canada from the Fenian
and ropes which held up the drawbridge, thus enabling
Raid of 1866 and, like The Buffs, they took part in the
the troops to gain access to the city."
Chitral campaign of 1895. During the South African
But, it may be asked, if the Bedfords had seen so
War the Mounted Infantry companies of The Bedford
much fighting in their earlier days, why had they no
shire Regiment were especially prominent.
Battle Honours for these services ? The answer is,
During the Great War the 1st Bedfords served with
that prior to 1802, Battle Honours were unknown in
the 5th Division in France, Flanders and Italy,
the British Army. In that year, King George III.
distinguishing themselves in the defence of Hill 60 on
authorised the regiments lately returned from the
April 18th, 1915, when, to quote from Sir Arthur Conan
Egyptian campaign to bear on their Colours, The
Doyle's graphic description of the fight " In the cold
BATTLE HONOURS.
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of the morning the men stood up to each other at close
quarters, neither side flinching from the slaughter."
About this time a writer in a service journal, who had
seen the Bedfords smash up one German attack after
another, suggested that the old nickname should be
altered to ".THE PIECEMAKERS."
The 2nd Battalion originally formed part of the 7th
Division, which saved the Channel Ports in the autumn
of 1914, but at a later stage in the war the
Battalion was transferred to the 30th Division and
fought in most of the great battles on the Western
Front.
The 8th Bedfords were brigaded with the 1st Buffs
for three memorable years (March, 1915 to March,
1918). Altogether 18 Battalions of the Bedfordshire
Regiment served in the Great War. In addition to
the Western Front, the Regiment was represented at
Gallipoli and in Egypt, Palestine and Italy. The
Bedfords need no longer sigh over missing Battle
Honours for they earned 74 more in the Great War,
making a grand total of 82. The V.C. has been
awarded to seven members of the regiment.
When County titles were first instituted in 1782,
the 16th Foot became The Buckinghamshire Regiment
(hence the nickname of " Old Bucks ") the title of
Bedfordshire Regiment being given to the 14th Foot.
In 1809 the AdjutantGeneral, Sir Harry Calvert,
Colonel of the 14th Foot, and himself a Bucking
hamshire landowner, obtained permission for the two
regiments to exchange their County titles. This was
duly carried out and the 16th Foot continued to be
known as The Bedfordshire Regiment until the close
of the Great War, when the title was extended to " The
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment, so as to
include the neighbouring County from which the regi
ment draws many of its recruits.
The capbadge of the Regiment is a Hart crossing
a Ford (the crest of the County of Hertford),
surrounded by a Garter, in the centre of a Maltese
Cross, placed upon an eightpointed star. There is
a tradition that the Star and Maltese Cross (which are
supposed to be based on the Grand Cross of the Order
of the Bath) were conferred on the Regiment about two
hundred years ago, when the Earl of Derby was
Colonel. A Hart crossing a Ford, the old badge of the
Hertfordshire Militia) is worn as a Collar Badge.
The Bedfords have an excellent sporting record.
Among the more important trophies annexed by the
regiment in recent years may be mentioned the Army
Hockey  Club, 1909, 1924, 1925 ; the Aldershot
Command Athletic Shield, Aldershot Command Hockey
Shield, Aldershot Command Rifle Meeting Champion
ship Challenge Cup and the Young Soldiers' Cup—all
won by the 1st Battalion in 1924. The same Battalion
won the Aldershot Command Cross Country
Championships and the Hockey Shield (again) in 1925.
Before leaving India, the 2nd Battalion won the British
Army Team Boxing Championship, the Central
Provinces Cross Country Championship, also the Iraq
Rifle Championship and the Hockey Championship.
R. MAURICE HILL.

July 13. Grant
14.
14.
15.
16.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan

£0
-2
0
0
2

5

o

5 0
5 0
0 0

In addition to the above pensions amounting to
£55 5s. Od. have been paid out for the quarter ending
30/9/26.
NEW MEMBERS.
The following New Members have joined the
Association:—

Mr. L. Austin, Mr. W. Thorne, Mr. W. Higgins, Mr. T. Stevens,
Mr. C. Waghorne, Mr. Palmer, Mr. J. R. Phillips, Mr. H. C. White,
Mr. T. Wilkinson, Mr. W. Dryland, Capt. W. Thomson Hill, Mr. H.
Martin, Mr. J. Lancefield, Mr. J. Henniker.

The Past and Present Association.

VERY well attended meeting of the Ashford
Branch of the above Association was held at
A
the Invicta Hotel, Ashford, on the 7th July.

Colonel H. Findlay, Secretary of the Association,
addressed the Meeting and Major J. V. R. Jackson also
spoke.
Both speakers drew the attention of those present
to the fact that the Association did not exist solely and
entirely to assist those who were in want, but also with
the object bf reminding retired members of the regi
ment who are members of the Association, that their
duties to the old Regiment still existed and that they
might help considerably in more ways than one.
One way members could assist would be in
encouraging the lads of their district, who wished to
become soldiers, to enlist in the Regiment; this was
particularly desirable at present, as recruiting m East
Kent was much below requirements.
Further, members could assist by following the
example of Mr. F. Cowell, now occupying the position
of Secretary to the Ashford branch. During the last
twelve months, Mr. Cowell, supported by other
members of the Association at Ashford, had succeeded
in obtaining 40 new members.
The Secretary also informed the Meeting .that the
Committee of the Association would be prepared^ to
assist financially in establishing at Ashford a local club
for members of the Association, provided that such
a club was desired and that the members at Ashford
would themselves be prepared to support it financially.
The Committee, in putting forward this proposal,
did so in the hope that such a club would prove
successful and so justify the establishment of similar
clubs in other towns in East Kent. The following
were present at the Meeting :—
Mr G Carley, in the Chair; Col. Findlay,
Secretary Past and Present ; Major Jackson Com
manding Depot; Capt. Cook ; Mr. Follett; Cpl. Kemp ,
P. Cowell, Sec. Ashford Branch; C. Morris, Asst. Sec
Ashford Branch; J. King, ViceChairman Ashford
Branch; E. Barnes; J. Marsh; C. Turner; R. Hold
stock ; G. Dray; H. Adeo; R. Kennett; C. Marsh;
J Phillips; F. Staples; C. Martin; C. Stevens; E.
Heathfield ; A. Wagehorne ; G. Hayward ; J. Henniker ;
C. Wagehorne ; W. Wagehorne ; H. Amos ; — Hogben ;
A. Skinner; A. Ottaway ; W. Higgins ; B. Bacham ;
L. Austin ; A. W. Lancefield ; P. Law and J. G. Piper.
DONATIONS.
The following donations have been received for the
period 18/6/26 to 18/7/26
1926.
Capt. W. Thomson Hill
Mr. J. Bennell
Capt. J. Slattery
...
Lt.-Col. A. C. Jackson

£ s. d.

1 0 0

0 3 0

1 10
o 10 0

DISBURSEMENTS.
The following disbursements have been made for
the period 18/6/26 to 18/7/26
1926.
June 18.
18.
18.
22.
23.
23.
23.
26.
26.
28.
29.
30.
July 1.
1.
5.
9.
9.
9.
9.
9.
12.

s. d.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Payment for work done
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Rent
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
... a --Payment for work done

2 o

3 0
4 0
4 0

2 0

1 0

3 0

1 0
1 0
2 0
1 0
1 0
1 7
1 0
1 10
0 10
0 10
0
 0
2 0
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The Buffs War Memorial
EN CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.
case with a lid which can be locked. The
other rests supports a Bible.
The whole lectern is richly decorated with
blue and guilding ; the details are in the
manner of the Fifteenth Century so that they
may harmonize with the architectural work of
that period which prevails in the chapel in
which the lectern is placed.
It was designed and executed by Mr. W.
Bainbridge Reynolds, of London.
In order that the result of exposure to the
light may be distributed throughout the Roll,
one of its vellum pages is turned daily by a
Private of the Buffs. Each morning the Regi
mentalSergeantMajor selects a recruit whose
" good conduct and special attention to duty "
is conspicuous and this man, having reported
to the adjutant and received from him
a special silvermounted cane, proceeds to the
Cathedral where he meets the Verger on duty.
Having unlocked the lid and turned one
page, he returns to barracks, hands back the
cane to the adjutant and resumes his military
duties. The necessary task of pageturning
is thus converted into a pious duty, and the
man chosen to perform it regards it as an
honour and a privilege.
F.W.T.

Correspondence.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE

FOR THE

BLIND.

EXSERIVCE MEN'S FUND.

The Lectern and Roll.
rPHE

following is a description of the
L lectern which has recently been placed
in the Chapel of St. Michael (commonly known
as the Warriors' Chapel) to hold the " Roll
of Officers and Men of the Buffs who fell in the
Great War." The Roll, which has already
been described in these pages, is the work of
Graily Hewitt. Both are complementary to
the War Memorial by W. D. Caroe.
The lectern is of wrought iron, consisting
of a shaft having four buttresses and
embellishments supported by a foot of four
projecting members. At the apex of the shaft
is a double book board of " penthouse " form
which revolves. This portion is embellished
with delicate battlements.
The two book rests are covered with red
Niger leather. One of the rests supports the
Roll which is protected by a glazed bronze

To The Secretary,
6th July, 1926
The Buffs' Association, Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
P With reference to the above Special Branch of this
Institute's work which as yon know is for :—
1. Blind ExService Men not eligible for a Govern
ment Pension or training at St. Dunstan's.
2. ExService Men who become blind after
reversion to civilian life.
3. All serving or exservice men's wives or children
who are or may become so afflicted.
Would you kindly inform us of any cases which
come under the above headings.
Although this Fund is not yet in a strong financial
position, it is doing very good work, and I feel that
cooperation with you would be advantageous. We
have expert knowledge in dealing with the Blind and
we are anxious to avoid " overlapping" which has
already occurred in some instances and which some
times entails financial assitance being given from two
quarters.
Yours very truly,
E. B. B. TOWSE.
Chairman.
(The Secretary of The Past and Present Association
would be obliged for any information concerning exservice
men of the Regiment or their dependents coming under
the above. Ed.).
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Matters of Interest.

POLICE.

Sir,

War Office,
30th June, 1926.

In continuation of War Office letter of above
number, dated 19th April, 1926, I am commanded by
the Army Council to inform you that the Commissioner
of Police of the Metropolis has informed this Depart
ment that, owing to the large number of men who have
passed the examination for appointment to the
Preparatory Class, or who are waiting their turn to be
called up for examination, no more applications can be
entertained for the present. Necessity for this step,
which is, it is hoped, of tejnporary duration, has been
increased owing to the process of absorption into other
Divisions of men from time to time released from duty
at Admiralty and War Department Stations.
This decision consequently modifies paragraph
3 of the War Office letter under reference.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
30th June, 1926.
H. J. CREEDY.
AUSTRALIA.

Dear Sir,
Greetings ! I have been here five weeks : delighted
with Australia, in spite of labour troubles and any other
drawbacks you can think of. Try to persuade all
working men to come here ; the most English place
in the world where people are more patriotic than they
are in London and even all the tosh of Labourites
cannot crush it.
A most interesting time in Sumatra, the F.M.S. and
Java before coming here.
In the Pioneers Club I came across a portrait of an
old Buff. The inscription I took down on the spot.
It is one of those items which should interest your
readers, so to save time I send it to you at once.
I think the Pioneers Club would like a copy of the
paper, so if you think of it will you send one out ?
I leave Wellington, New Zealand, for Southampton
on July 17th, arriving home about 21st August. My
address at Bournemouth will find me, but I leave again
for India in October. Regards to you and any old
friends who remember
v
Yours sincerely,
Australian Pioneers Club,
H. HOBBS.
Sydney.
ON THE STAIRCASE OF THE PIONEERS' CLUB, SYDNEY,

is a coloured portrait with the following inscription :—
" BrevetLieut.Colonel Charles Cameron,
—3rd Regiment, Old Buffs—
Arrived Hobart, May 20th, 1822. Afterwards Military
Governor, Fort Dalrymple, Tasmania. Arrived
Sydney, 22nd April, 1825.
Presented by his GreatGrandson, C. A. W. Holt.
September, 1923."
The portrait represents a determined looking man
with high arched eyebrows, clean shaven, in scarlet
coat, with buff facings, a high collar, wearing a medal
with three clasps.
H.H.
THE SMALL ARMS SCHOOL.

The Small Arms and Machine Gun Schools have
been amalgamated under one commandant. The
amalgamated schools will be known as the Small Arms
School, with headquarters at Netheravon, and will
consist of two wings : the Hythe Wing for rifle, light
automatic, bayonet, grenade and revolver instruction,
and the Netheravon Wing, for machine gun instruction.

HALEPAY OFFICERS IN CIVIL EMPLOYMENT.

An amendment to the Pay Warrant provides that,
if an officer vacates a civil appointment on or before
the expiration of the period for which he has been
allowed to hold it, he may be permitted to return to his
regiment, corps of department, if there is a vacancy.
If there is no vacancy, he may be allowed to remain
on the halfpay list, without halfpay, until a vacancy
occurs, provided the total period of service on the half
pay list without being employed does not exceed
five years.
SOLDIERS AND NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE.

An Army Order published yesterday states that a
soldier who during his service is a member of the Navy,
Army and Air Force Insurance Fund should, on dis
charge from the Army, take steps to join an approved
society. But if, owing to the state of his health, he
cannot obtain admission to an approved society, he
may, if he makes application within the prescribed
period after his discharge (normally six months), be
readmitted to the Navy, Army and Air Force Fund.
It has also been decided that a soldier already
readmitted and a soldier readmitted in future to the
Navy, Army and Air Force Insurance Fund after
discharge shall, in addition to the normal benefits,
become entitled to receive additional benefits and that
for this purpose he will be treated as if he had been
a member of the fund from the date of his enlistment.
The additional benefits will be liable to variation
according to the financial position of the fund, but
initially they will comprise :—
3s. a week addition to the normal sickness benefit;
Is. 6d. a week addition to the normal disablement
benefit.
6/ addition to the normal maternity benefit.
Dental treatment.
Ophthalmic treatment.
It has further been decided that a soldier who,
during his service or within the prescribed period after
discharge has become or in future becomes a member
of an approved society, shall be treated for the purpose
of additional benefits as if he had been a member of
the approved society from the date of his enlistment.
OVERSEA SETTLEMENT FOR EXSOLDIERS.

The Government of Western Australia has agreed
to accept for group settlement in Western Australia
a party of married soldiers who have undergone
a course of training in Oversea Settlement at the Army
Vocational Training Centre, Catterick. This party,
the " 3rd Army Group," with their families will sail
for Australia early in September next. Vacancies also
exist for suitable single men, who are desirous of settle
ment in the Oversea Dominions. Applications of
married men for inclusion in this group and of single
men for settlement in the Oversea Dominions should
be forwarded through the usual channels to the Under
Secretary of State (S.D. 8), The War Office, at the
earliest possible date. Men with previous experience
in farming or the management of heavy horses are
especially suitable. Commanding Officers will arrange
for the conditions of settlement, particulars of
which may be obtained difect from the Commandant,
Army Vocational Training Centre, Catterick Camp,
Yorks.

How to get " The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
/ year <?/, 6 months 4/, 3 months 2p.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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Round and About.
I write on the eve of the fourth Test
Match and I must confess that a good
deal of the thrill has gone out of it as
far as I am concerned. The lavish expenditure of
good pence on the numerous editions of the evening
papers will not be repeated—that is, unless there is
news of a gluepot wicket at Old Trafford. But what
does all this matter ? When the August Dragon is
given to the world, the Oval match will be in view and
Manchester a memory. It is so hard to be very upto
date in these notes.
*
H:
H:
*
REFORM.
Everyone has had his or her say in the
great question of how to improve cricket
and the fertility of great and small imaginations has
been remarkable. Speaking as one who plays cricket
about twice a year, I think the suggestion that a
maiden over should count two runs to the bowling side
is about the best. Next in my order of merit is the
proposal to make the l.b.w. rule more favourable to
bowlers. That depressing form of " batting " which
consists in jabbing the ball with wellpadded knees
would then disappear. Otherwise I feel that cricket
is alright and that the ascendancy of the batsman will
receive a check before long. Googlie bowling made
great batsmen look silly not many years ago. I
remember seeing " Plum " take a pair of spectacles
at Canterbury not long before the war, when D. W.
Carr was bowling uncannily.

THE TEST
MATCHES.

*

*

*

*

WIMBLEDON. For the first time in my life I saw Tennis

played at the AllEngland Club on
semifinals day in the Tournament lately completed.
One or two things particularly impressed me. First
that the difference between firstclass men players
and firstclass women players is very considerable.
The only lady who would seem to hold her own in a
four otherwise consisting of men would be Miss Ryan,
whose style, methods and stroke severity were amazing.
I have never seen the great Lenglen, but I suppose she
would also avoid eclipse.
The second thing was the businesslike speed with
which matches were played. So fast indeed, that one
was hardly able to sort impressions, let alone to follow
the tactics. I suppose those who go to Wimbledon
yearly and sit through all the matches do not notice
this.
Finally I was amazed to find the wood of the
racquet was not once used to urge the ball over the
net. I have frequently found it most useful. But
then
#

*

#

*

A week or so ago I travelled in a motor
car on a Sunday night along the Great
North Road. The car, a highly powered
American product, was driven by a man who, like so
many motorists, dislike other cars to be ahead of him.
The result was a breathless business which, I must
candidly confess, I loathed. The Great North Road
on Sundays is like Piccadilly after the theatres, except
that the speed of the traffic is about ten times as great.
The pillionpassenger carrying motorcycles were very
numerous and they darted in and out of the line of
rushing cars like fire flies.
The increasing list of
casualties to these roadlunatics is sickening. But
what can one expect when publicists urge youthful
audiences to " live dangerously" and shun the
enervating gospel of " Safety First ?"
*
*
He
*
MOUNTAIN Talking of dangerous sports and pas
EERING.
times reminds me that the other day
another climbing tragedy took place in
the Dolomites. There is special interest in this
MOTOR
SPEEDING.
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melancholy occurrence for those who served with the
2nd Battalion in Macedonia by reason of the fact that
the unfortunate victim was accompanied by his
nephew, Mr. Ernest Bozman, who was attached as an
officer to the Battalion for over two years. Mr. Boz
man gave an account of the accident in the Morning
Post the other day. He will be well remembered by
many as a most efficient signalling officer.
*

*

*

*

THUNDER
STORMS.

The recent great heat as usual
terminated in one of those remarkable
electric storms which thrill or appal
people. The wonder to me always is that the material
damage is so small, especially when a storm so general
as that of July 18th rages. I believe one has
to experience a tropical thunderstorm to realise how
bad they can be. In South Africa, for instance, the
lightning literally dances about the ground in the most
terrifying manner. England, for all its wet summers
and dreary winters has many advantages, as letters
home from the tropics attest.

The Buffs Golfing Society.

T

THE AUTUMN MEETING.

HANKS to the kindness of the Committee and
Members of Royal St. George's, the autumn
meeting will be held at Sandwich on October the 5th
and 6th.
ACCOMMODATION.

Headquarters will be at the Guilford Hotel, where
a block of rooms has been provisionally reserved at the
rate of 18/6 per day, per head.
Thanks to the kindness of the Commanding Officer
the Depot will also be available.
COMPETITIONS.

Here are the competitions :—
(а) The Paget Cup for the best score under handicap
over 36 holes, 18 holes to be played on the
morning of each day.
(б) The best scratch score over 36 holes.
(c) Senior Medal:—The best 18 holes under handicap
on either day for those with a handicap of 13
and under.
(d) Junior Medal:—ditto for those with a handicap
of 14 and over.
(e) The best last 9 holes under handicap on either
day.
(/) Past v. Present, the conditions to be medal play
under handicap over the first 18 holes.
(g) Triangular contest between Home Battalion, the
Territorials and the Rest, the conditions to be
medal play under handicap over the second
eighteen holes.
(h) 18 holes Bogey competition under handicap on
afternoon of the first day.
(*) Bogey Foursomes, for which partners will be
drawn for, on afternoon of the second day.
ENTRANCE FEE.

To cover the cost of printing, postage, prizes, and
donations to staff funds of Royal St. George s and the
Guilford Hotel, the entrance fee will be 15/ for those
staying at the Hotel and 10/ for others.
HANDICAPS.

It is earnestly hoped that all participating will
secure an official handicap prior to the meeting, vide
Rule VII.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual General Meeting will be held in the
billiard room of the Guilford Hotel after dinner on the
4th October. The Agenda for the meeting, together
with the Hon. Secretary's report, will be published in
the September issue of The Dragon and circulated
to all members later. In the meantime, it is hoped
that as many members as possible will attend, in view
of the importance of the proceedings, such as :—
(1) The election of officers for the ensuing year, vide
Rule IV., para. 2.
(2) Fixtures for next season.
(3) Conditions of play for the Brinckman Cup.
Note.—Members wishing to bring any matter before the
meeting are asked to send particulars to the Hon.
Secretary not later than September 15th.
EARLY NOTIFICATION.

Owing to the difficulty of estimating the num
ber of rooms that will be required at the Guil
ford Hotel, the Hon. Secretary will be grateful
if members will notify him as early as possible
if they desire a room reserved for them, even
if the information given at this early date must
be provisional.
MEMBERSHIP.

Mr. H. Mackeson has very kindly supported the
Society as a nonplaying member, bringing up the
membership total to 121.

Master appreciates the situation and cheers his terriers
into cover. Into the lady's fingers dart Mike and
Megs—into what must appear to them to be a veritable
virgin forest—while the long dogs stand around the
covert gazing intently for the slightest movement
which might indicate the whereabouts of a jack. The
terriers dash about hither and thither without the
slightest idea of quartering or system, but keen as
mustard. Then Mike speaks; like a flash the long
dogs, in a series of enormous bounds to enable them
to see over the vegetation, go to him—Mike has a repu
tation for being honest. Not a sound now ; only the
rise and fall of the bounding hounds shows that the
jack is at home and in view. Suddenly he breaks cover
up wind and streaks away a brave cub without a hope.
A few seconds later the dogs are away in full view, but
the proverbial pocket handkerchief would not cover
them. Joan—not the woolly one—is in the van;
Peter lies slightly behind and to the right, tailing away,
come Amara and Ticca. In the wake gallops Megs,
going slightly over sixteen annas, giving tongue and
praying that there will be still something of the jack
left to bite when she arrives at the kill.
Straight as a die runs the cub for about a quarter
of a mile, when, with Joan almost at his brush, he
turns right handed and is bowled over by Peter.

On July 21st the total amount subscribed to assist
the Society in taking up debentures in the Canterbury
Golf Club was £37. The subscription list is being kept
open a little longer in case other members should care
to add their support as it js hoped that some helpful
concessions may be obtained from the club in respect
to such events as the Society may hold there in the
future.
The course is well under way and should be
an excellent one.

Mike, who generally runs with the long dogs, today
engineered a show of his own. There were two cubs
afpot and reckoning that he had done his job when he
gcft the long dogs away in view of one, he turned back
to take on singlehanded the other. The cub, full of
fight to start with, agreed, and battle was joined.
After a little while the cub's courage failed, and turning
tail, he fled. Round and round the enclosure they
went, falling into the irrigation canals, rolling over
each other in the dry sand, until both were more or less
exhausted. In spite of two well directed bricks from
members of the hunt, that cub got away, leaving his
adversary the very picture of bedraggled misery and
unsatisfied blood lust.

An Off Day with the Kirkuk Bobbery
Pack, Iraq.

The pack having been reformed, to use a military
expression, we proceed to draw again for Mike's enemy.
Once again Mike finds, speaks, and the long dogs kill
almost immediately in cover.

CANTERBURY GOLF CLUB DEBENTURES.

E do not usually hunt on foot as five or seven mile
runs are not uncommon with this famous pack.
W
But today there is news of jack cubs afoot in a garden

about a mile from the camp ; so, just as the blistering
sun is getting low on the horizon we sally forth on our
flat feet with hounds. Of the members of the hunt
present, there is Jelly—our local Commanding Officer—
whose girth has not decreased during the hot weather ;
the Adjutant, even now immersed in the problem of
how to make an A.T. cart Carry at least double of that
which he has the right to expect; George, a prominent
Company Commander who has worried through the
hot weather without being brained by his brother
officers ; Sandy and John in running kit, prepared to
follow the dogs till they drop should an old stager be
routed out; and, last but not least, the Master, famous
in more than one form of sport, the keenest of the keen.
Of the pack out this day there are Mike and Megs,
two little Irish teriers warranted to try and kill any
thing that breathes; four long dogs, Peter, Joan,
Amara and Ticca, all looking inexpressively bored.
Then there is another Joan, a white woolly creature of
diminutive size and doubtful parentage, whose raison
d'etre would be better expressed on a green stand with
wooden wheels.
We reach the garden, which is about an acre
of three foot high lady's fingers ; water has just been
let into it from the irrigation canals, making it all
sodden and there are pools in many places. The

And so, with a brace to the bag, we wend our way
campwards with the everlasting question foremost in
our minds with what we shall endeavour to quench an
unquenchable thirst.
H.P.

Educational Tests in the Army.
An Army Council Instruction states that it has
been brought to notice that there are still serving in
the noncommissioned ranks of the Regular Army
soldiers enlisted before 11th November, 1918, who have
proved themselves exceptional leaders of men in the
field, but who have not been promoted to Warrant
rank because they have not been able to benefit by the
educational training provided in the army to the extent
of obtaining a First Class Certificate. Accordingly,
the Army Council are prepared to consider whether
in such cases the possession of a First Class Certificate
as a condition of promotion may be dispensed with
and General Officers CommandinginChief are informed
that the cases of noncommissioned officers of out
standing merit who have made a definite effort
to obtain a First Class Certificate may be submitted
for consideration.
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The 1st Battalion.
T last we have heard
officially that our next
A
station is to be Bareilly, and on

good authority that we leave
Gibraltar on February 8th next.
According to what we have heard,
Bareilly is one of the best small
stations in India, so we are
lucky ; but the news of our late
departure from here is received
with rather mixed feelings. By
next February we shall have been
here nearly three and a half
years and, as is notorious, soldiers
of all ranks after a while, begin
to yearn for new .surroundings
and fresh fields to conquer. No
doubt, though, when the time to
go actually arrives, there will be
many regrets at leaving a station in which we have
spent such pleasant years.
On the 12th June the married families' outing took
place, near Almoraina. A long column of 'buses con
veyed them at an early hour to a pleasant spot beneath
the trees on the banks of First River. Here swings
were rigged, whilst numerous donkeys arrived from
all sides. Some spent nearly the whole day on the
swings; others splashed about in the river, whilst
others were content just to sit in deck chairs and enjoy
the scenery. At intervals, too, the band played dance
music so that anyone who wished could tread a measure
on the sward.
From 28th June to 2nd July the Garrison Rifle
meeting took place, and it seems that the 2nd Battalion
Suffolk Regiment are almost as good shots as their
1st Battalion. Our Vickers Gun teams, however,
succeeded in winning both 1st and 2nd places in the
intersubsection Vickers Gun Competition, whilst
"C" Company's teams were second in the intersection
Lewis Gun Competition, and also in the interCompany
Knockout Tile Competition.
The hopes expressed in last month's Dragon that
we might win both the InterRegimental and
Subalterns' Polo Cups were soon dashed to the ground.
For the Regimental Cup we drew to meet Staff and
Departments in the first round. Misfortune seemed to
dog us from the first for ten days before the match.
Mr. Fox had to go into hospital with throat trouble
and Mr. Coates's ankle did not mend so rapidly
as hoped. Consequently, he had to play in an ankle
boot and a puttee, and was obviously unable to play
up to his usual form. During the match, too, Mr.
Crozier received a nasty knock on his knee in the third
chukker, so that he was not much use again, although
he pluckily carried on to the end. Finally we were
beaten by 6 goals to 3.
The match opened with the Buffs defending the
Rock. From the throwin, Staff and Departments
secured the ball and Burlton scored soon after. A
little later, though, Mr. Coates got possession and after
dribbling the ball down, his pony, obligingly equalized
during a scrimmage, by kicking the ball between the
posts. During this period S. and D. were doing most
of the pressing and we did not seem to be quite settled
down, or to be by any means certain of hitting the ball ;
several times, in fact, itwas missed at critical moments
in front of our own goal.
The second period opened with S. and D. pressing
until at length they scored during a mixup in the goal
mouth. After this the game opened up a bit, with first
one side in danger and then the other, but several times
when we might have scored, a mishit spoilt the chance.

This was not always the fault of the players, for the
ground was in bad condition so that the ball bumped
and jinked in a most disconcerting way. Thus, at half
time the score stood at 2—J for S. and D.
Soon after the throwin, Mr. Fox got away with the
ball and scored our second goal in fine style. Mr.
Macarthy soon replied with a really brilliant shot over
the heads of the whole field and found the goal from
eighty yards away. Once again S. and D. scored,
Major Helps putting the final touches to their fourth
goal. A 60 yard penalty hit was unfortunately un
successful, Major Crookenden failing to hit the ball
with his accustomed accuracy and speed. Thus ended
a chukker in which S. and D. were hitting far better
and were always dangerous whenever they got into
our half. The score was now 4—2 for S. and D.
Early in the final period Macarthy scored again,
and was followed soon after by Burlton. From mid
field Coates performed what was, perhaps, the most
brilliant feat of the day. Gaining possession of the ball
he dribbled through an imposing array of opponents,
then getting away, hit several accurate shots until
the final one scored our third, and as it proved, last
goal, for soon after, the gong sounded, the knell of any
lingering hope we may have had of even yet turning
the tide.
For Staff and Departments the following played :—
Major Murray (R.A.V.C.) back ; Mr. Macarthy (R.A.
and A.D.C.) 3; Capt. Burlton (R.A.S.C.) 2; and
Major Helps (R.C.O.S.) 1. Tlfie Buffs' team were:—
Mr. Fox, back, Major Crookenden, 3; Mr. Coates,
2 ; and Mr. Crozier, 1.
On the 9th July our Subalterns' team (who had
drawn byes which took them through the final) com
posed as follows, met the Subalterns of ^ Staff and
Departments:—Mr. Fox, back; Mr. Reid, three ;
Mr. Coates, two ; and Mr. Boucher, one. For S. and
D. Mr. MacDonald (R.E.) played back ; Mr. Macarthy
(A.D.C.) 3 ; Mr. Wise (R.E.), 1 ; and Mr. Chartres
(R.E.) 1.
Before this match began there was a good deal of
speculation as to the result, for both teams seemed to
be fairly evenly matched. Again, however, misfortune
decided to stalk ahead of us, for Mr. Crozier, who would
ordinarily have been our number one, had not
sufficiently recovered from his accident , in the previous
match to be able to take his place in the team. It is
no disparagement to the substitute player, Mr.
Boucher, to say that had Crozier been playing
the result might have been different. Crozier is a
player of three years' experience, who has greatly im
proved this season and was a very real asset to the
side. Boucher, who only started last year, had but
recently returned from fishing in Galway so, although
when he got going, played a most useful game and
should be a valuable addition to the Regimental side
in future years, could not be expected to attain to the
ability of Crozier, who had been playing steadily ever
since the beginning of the season. After all, flogging
a salmon stream, however successfully, is but poor
practice for smiting a polo ball. Nevertheless, in spite
of this handicap, he played a most sterling game. This
opening gives a chance to say how very much everyone
regrets Crozier's pending departure from the battalion
for two years attachment to the Depot. We shall all
miss Jimmy and look forward, to his return.
The game opened with S. and D. defending the
Rock. From the throw in S. and D. gained possession
and for the first few minutes we were hard put to it to
defend our goal. Later, however, matters improved
a bit and Fox began to show us what he rcould
do. Hitting the ball with great force, he saved many
a critical situation so that in this chukker S. and D.
only succeeded in scoring once, although but for him,
they might have hit several goals.
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In the second chukker our team settled down to it,
and at times really rattled the other side until it looked
as though we might defeat them altogether. Mr.
Coates, early in this period, took the ball down into
the opponents' half and Mr. Boucher put the finishing
touches to our first goal. A minute or two later,
though, Mr. Macarthy got away and scored. This
and the fourth periods were most thrilling to watch for
the ball travelled with great speed from end to end
whilst each side marked the other quite well, and
combination was fairly good. But as far as our side
was concerned, Mr. Fox stood on a pinnacle by himself,
far above the others. Bustling about the ground and
riding fearlessly, he did more for the side than anyone ;
saving critical situations one moment with sturdy
backhanders, feeding his forwards the next and
galloping up and going on with the ball through all
opposition ; he was both the backbone of the defence
and the spearhead of the attack. If all had played
as he did the result would have been very different.
Over the third chukker, from our point of view, it
is as well to draw a veil. Our team seemed to forget
all the rules of polo and were like absolute beginners,
helpless in the hands of seasoned veterans. This
collapse cost us three goals, and we were lucky not to
lose more.
The gong sounded on the final eight minutes with
the score standing at six goals for S. and D. and only
two for us.
" Sic transit gloria Gibraltai !"
Interest in rowing has again revived, and many
improvements have been made in the Garrison Rowing
Club, whilst a real brick Club House, which we are told
will include every modern convenience and the usual
offices, is being built on the waterside by unskilled
labour doing vocational training in their spare time.
Although its progress towards completion seems slow,,
it is at any rate progressing as fast as many a building
erected under the shadow of Trade Union tardiness
permits in England. Last year the intercompany
and interunit competitions fell into abeyance owing
to nearly every oar being broken by eager tyros
catching crabs, but this year this difficulty has been
overcome by the provision of stouter oars, and dinghies
for absolute beginners to learn the rudiments of rowing
and harden their hands against blisters.
For two consecutive Saturday afternoons now,
teams from every Company, or similar unit, have been
busily occupied pulling off the first and second rounds
of the intercompany competition for the Challenge
Oar. Our most promising team is one from "A"
Company, who are being very kindly coached by Canon
Lambert, late of Wye Vicarage, and at present
officiating for the Dean of Gibraltar who has gone
on leave. Canon Lambert rowed for his 'Varsity years
ago, and earned his blue, so his advice is well worth
attention, and has already borne fruit. We hope to
see this team go right through to the final.
On the cricket ground our team has been showing
good form, but as separate notes on this subject have
been promised from a more capable pen, no more will
be written here except to remark that Mr. Foster has
quickly settled down to conditions of Gibraltar cricket
and has consistently scored as rapidly, almost, as his
namesake at home. As it is he who has promised to
write the cricket notes, he is unable to say this himself.
Captain Causton, owing to family reasons, has
effected an exchange to the 2nd Battalion with Major
Hart and will be in England by the time these notes
are printed. Not only the battalion, but the whole
Garrison will regret his departure although, doubtless,
rangers, bogeys and other finny creatures of the deep
will rejoice, for he has caused much havoc in their ranks
tTifq summer.

With the close of the training season, many officers
and other ranks have gone, or are about to go, on leave
so that there should be a fair gathering at Canterbury
Cricket Week and also at the Depot Cricket Week,
later. Captains Peareth and Wilkins have recently
returned—the former rather sooner than expected, a
matter which has caused much speculation amongst
his inquisitive brother officers. During the second
week in June, Colonel Power and Mrs. Power, with
Mr. Rose, set out on an adventure into Spain by car.
Careful and anxious preparations were made before
hand To fit in all the baggage and other gear necessary
for camping out (for they intended bivouacking on the
way to the Pyrenees, where the Colonel hopes to thin
the rivers of trout). A fortnight later Lieut Colonel
Lucas returned from a few weeks home in England.
Cricket Notes.
The cricket so far this season has been very
satisfactory, the Battalion only losing one match and
that because they were fighting against time.
C.Q.M.S. Hills has been in great form both with bat
and ball. L/Cpl. Lewis started well but has been
rather out of form lately. However, he has been
fielding as brilliantly as ever. Cpl. Perry has been
keeping wicket excellently and is greatly improved
on last year ; he is a very useful opening batsman as
well.
The Battalion have had two very creditable wins,
one against the Civilians, which was due mostly to
C.Q.M.S. Hills's excellent bowling. He captured their
first 3 wickets for practically nothing, and the other
against the E.T.C., The Buffs making 153 and getting
their opponents out for 81, C.Q.M.S. Hills getting
6 wickets for 26.
We all welcome Capt. Wilkins back from leave as
his type of bowling is most successful out here and we
expect many wickets from him, as well as many runs.
Our prospects, both for the Nicholson Cup, which
only includes one officer, and the Garrison Cup, which
includes the best available side, are at present very
rosy.
L.H.W.F.
Cricket Matches.
On the 12th we played Gibraltar 2nd XI. on the Civilian Ground.
We did not turn out a strong team as we had two away playing for the
Garrison and some through other causes. They won the toss and
decided to bat; runs came very slowly, Martin and Balbuena causing
a bit of trouble although they were missed once or twice. Hayward,
Junior gave his customary livefy hitting display for 61 not out. We
then went in and except for some good hitting from Lewis and Burville
failed to stay long. The scores were :—
GIBRALTAR C.C. 2ND ELEVEN.
E. Martin, run out
66
S. Surruya, b Glazier
0
Longsdon, b Bones
12
Bubbuena, c Richards, b Glazier
47
Santos, c Lewis, b Glazier
0
A. J. Risso, b Glazier.
...'
5
Favrie, b Lewis
0
J. Hayward, not out
61
Dr. Cairnes, b Glazier..........
0
Gorrez, b Hammond...
1
1
Benbusan, b Hammond
2
Extras
15
Total

209
BOWLING.

Glazier
1ST BATTALION THE BUFFS.
Cpl. Glazier, c and b Serruya
Cpl. Perry, b Serruya
L/c. Lewis, c Gorres, b Serruya
Sgt. Burville, c Risso, b Serruya
2/Lieut. Dewar, st Hayward, b Martin
Lieut. Rose, b Serruya
Pte. Richards, st Hayward, b Martin
L/c. Bones, c Martin, b Serruya
Pte. Hammond, not out
L/c. Mancer, c Balbuen, b Serruya
Sgt. McLean, b Martin
Extras
Total

5 for 45
2
1
43
25
0
2
3
12
7
3
0
10
108

1st Battalion Athletic Team.
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We met our old opponents, Gib. C.C. on the 21st. A strong wind
made it difficult to bat, consequently there were no very large scores.
We were very successful because this team is considered to be the best
club team on the Rock.
The closing scores were:—
GIB. C.C.
Dr. Cairns, c Richards, b Hills.
0
E. Martin, c Glazier, b Hills
0
A. Babuena, c Richards, b Truby.
21
H. Walker, c Truby, b Hills
2
J. Risso, c Richards, b Truby
1
J. Hayward, b Hills
0
Cpt. Crookes, not out
25
A. Risso, c Perry, b Truby
8
Benbuena, c Lewis, b Bones
1
Fard, b Bones
2
J. Hayward, Snr,, lbw, b Bones....
0
Extras
9
Total
Hills
Bones.

69
BOWLING.

4 for 33
3 for 6

1ST BN. THE BUFFS.
Glazid, c Hayward, b Cairns
Perry, c Cairns, b Martin
L/c. Lewis, c Balbuena, b Cairns
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c and b Cairns
C.S.M. Farrow, c Balbuena, b Martin
2/Lieut. Boucher, b Balbuena
Sgt. Truby, c Hayward, b Martin
Pte. Stocker, st Hayward, b Martin
L/c. Bones, not out
Sgt. Burville, c Risso, b Martin
Pte. Richards, b Martin...
Extras

6
5
3
47
2
5
20
3
18
1
3
4

Total

117

BOWLING.
Martin
6 for 48
On the 19th of June we played the Staff and Departments with a
very weak side; however, we won, so why worry. Lieut. Foster
gave us a good hitting display, and retired for 62.
The following Were the scores :—
STAFF & DEPARTMENTS.
Capt. Webb, c Lt. Foster, b Richards
16
C.Q.M.S. Walters, b Mancer
30
Sgt. McDonald, b Richards
0
Colonel Napier, b Mancer
13
Major Croker, b Bones
11
Sgt. Bishop, c Hammond, b Mancer
0
Sgt. Stanger, c Burville, b Bones
1
S.Sgt. Ovens, not out
3
Capt. Coburn, c Richards, b Bones
4
Sgt. Johnson, b Bones
4
Pte. Gamble, b Bones
.*
3
Extras
4
Total
Bones
Mancer

89
BOWLING.

1ST BN. THE BUFFS.
Glazier, c Bishop, b Walters
Perry, c Bishop, b Walters
Pte. Richards, b Walters
Lieut. Dewar, b Walters
Lieut. Foster, retired
L/c. Bones, c Webb, b Walters
Pte. Stocker, c Ovens, b Webb
Sgt Burville, c Stanger, b Webb
Pte. West, lbw...
Pte. Hammond, b Croker
L/c. Mancer, not out
Extras
Total

5 for 7
3 for 29
2
2
18
0
62
14
19
49
18
9
4
30
227

Our next match was against the Suffolk Regiment, on No. 1 Ground
North Front, on the 16th inst.
We proved to be far superior to our opponents and won by 6 wickets
and 171 runs.
We batted first, the first wicket after lasting 40 minutes, yielding
84 runs; .Hills, Lewis and Lieut. Foster then got going and brought the
score rapidly up to 204 at the tea interval. Our "Skipper" then
declared. The Suffolk Regiment went in, started and finished
disastrously for the very poor score of 38.
The scores were
1ST BN. THE BUFFS.
Cpl. Perry, b Ward
...
23
Cpl. Glazier, run out
10
C.Q.M.S. Hills, not out
76

L/c. Lewis, c Clarke, b Whitmore
Lieut. Foster, c and b Ward
C.S.M. Farrow, not out
L/c. Bones
^
Sgt. Burville
I
Sgt. Truby
JDidnotbat.
Pte. Hammond I
L/c. Mancer
)
Extras

48
36
8

.°

3

Total (4 wkts., declared)

. 204

2ND BATTALION SUFFOLK R.
Major Bittlestone, b Hills
Sgt. Pallant, b Hills
Cpl. Crookes, c Mancer, b Glazier
Capt. Carthew, c Lewis, b Hills
Capt. Carpenter, c Bones, b Truby
Cpl. Whitmore, c Burville, b Truby
Lieut. Elias, c Bones, b Hills
Pte. Bishop, c Perry, b Hills
C.S.M. Marsh, b Truby
L/c. Clarke, c Lewis, b Truby
Pte. Ward, not out.....
Extras

4
0
3
16
6
2
1
0
3
0
1
3

Total

39
BOWLING.

Hills
5 for 17
Truby
4 for 10
On the 23rd we lost our first match against the R.A.; we had
two players away, and did not seem to have any luck as regards catches,
appeals, etc.
The scores were :—
ROYAL ARTILLERY.
L.Bdr. Pitts, c Perry, b Truby
23
Gnr. Johnson, b Bones
12
Gnr. Sullivan, b Bones
32
Capt. Brazier, retired
31
B.Q.M.S. Harts, retired
26
Bdr. Freeman, c Lewis, b Bones
0
Gnr. Perkins, b Bones
8
Gnr. Sturman, not out
19
Bdr. Belcher, c Truby, b Bones.....
2
Gnr. Robinson, b Bones
0
Tptr. Hall, did not bat.
Extras
10
Total
BOWLING.
Bones
...
...
1ST BN. THE BUFFS.
Cpl. Perry, b Johnson
C.S.M. Farrow, run out
L/c. Lewis, c Brazier, b Robinson
Lieut. Foster, b Hall
Lieut. Dewar, run out
Pte. Richards, c Brazier, b Hall
L/c. Bones, not out
Sgt. Burville, b Hall
Cpl. Glazier, lbw, b Hall
Sgt. Truby, b Hall
L/c. Mancer, c Johnson, b Hall
Extras

163
6 for 34

Total

22
12
1
59
1
14
1
1
0
4
15
2
132
" INCOGNITA."

Garrison Rifle Meeting.
The Annual Garrison Rifle Meeting was held at North Front during
a week of very fine weather—June 28th to July 2nd.
There were an extraordinary number of entries for the various
matches. The entrance fees from our own Battalion amounted to
over £100, of which, quite a good portion came back to us in the way
of prizes.
Match 1 (snapshooting) was again won by us this year. Last year
it was won by R.S.M. Martin with one short of a possible, and this year
by Pte. Marriott with 37 out of 40. This match was the only one in
class "A" won by us, in which we also had 2nd and 3rd places.
Pte. Howland, "H.Q." Wing is to be congratulated, however, on
winning the same Match in Class "B," and also the 300 yards aggre
gate match in the same class.
The element of bad luck was evidently with us in the team events
as we lost the InterUnit Cup by 19 points, and the W.O.'s and Sergeants
were the runnersup in their event by the small margin of two points.
The Sergeants seem particularly unlucky with their teams. Last year
they lost the Farrary Cup by only three points.
The Machine Gunners did remarkably well in the interunit Vickers
match, taking 1st and 2nd places with a very large number of points
to spare. (Sergt. Burt must have known something).
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E " 14" Coy. Finalists InterCompany Cup.
Winners of Football Shield 192526.
In the tile competition " A " Company had a stroke of bad luck,
having hit one of the plates ; it was turned round and the opposing
team then had three plates standing. These they were able to knock
down at leisure for it was almost impossible to knock down the plate
which was turned. This incident gave the team 4th place instead
of 1st which they would have been. The winning team (Suffolk
Regiment) were lucky enough to possess Cpl. Beeston as a member.
This young N.C.O. is a very promising shot and distinguished himself
at 600 yards in Match 3, where he scored 14 consecutive bulls to decide
a tie. The 1st and 2nd in this match scored possibles.
It is very gratifying to note the increased interest taken in shooting
by all ranks of the Battalion, which, if it continues, is on the right way
to bringing a few photos of Buffs in the A.R.A. Handbook. A revolver
club has been formed in the Battalion and the Sergeants have already
formed one which apparently is going well.
The places obtained in the various matches by the Battalion are as
follows :—
Class "A.'

Class "B."
Score. Place.
Pte. Howland
... 28
1st
Cpl. Faulkner
... 24
5th
Pte. Smith ...
... 22
6th
MATCH 2.
Score. Place.
Score. Place.
R.S.M. Martin
... 32
3rd
Pte. Crowley
... 28
2nd
L/c. Mullen
... 32
4th
Pte. Barton
... 28
4th
Sgt. McLean
... 32
6th
Pte. Howland
... 26
5th
MATCH 4.
Score. Place.
Score. Place.
Pte. Marriott
... 34
2nd
Pte. Gardener
... 27
4th
L/c. Mullen
... 31
4th
Q.M.S. Pratt
... 26
7th
MATCH 5. 300 YARDS AGGREGATE.
Score. Place.
Score. Place.
Pte. Marriott
... 64
3rd
Pte. Howland
... 54
1st
L/c. Crook ...
... 60
5th
Cpl. Faulkner
... 50
3rd
L/Cpl. Mullen
... 60
6th
MATCH 6. 600 YARDS AGGREGATE.
Score. Place.
Score. Place.
Sgt. Holman
... 52
6th
C.Q.M.S. Pratt
... 43
4th
Pte. Marriott
... 51
8th
InterUnit Cup.—2nd place. Lost by 19 points.
Interunit W.O.'s and Sergeants. 2nd place. Lost by 2 points.
Pte. Marriott
L/c. Packman
L/c. Crook ...

Score. Place.
... 37
1st
2nd
... 34
... 34
3rd

VICKERS GUN.

Score. Place.
No. 8 Subsection .. 277
1st
"C" Company

Score.
63

Score. Place.
No. 4 Subsection ... 235
2nd

LEWIS GUN.

Place.
2nd

GIBRALTAR CHAMPIONSHIP.

Score. Place.
Pte. Marriott
... 115
3rd
L/c. Mullen
There were six Buffs in the first twelve.
INTERUNIT REVOLVER.

The Buffs' team.—3rd place.

Score.
108

Place.
5th

SERGEANTS' MESS.

There is very little doing in the mess at this time of the year, for
it is really too hot to be indoors much, and by the time that the usual
afternoon recreation is over, one does not feel like doing much.
However, a good number of the members have been kept busy on
the ranges during the last couple of weeks with team, or spoon shoots,
and generally getting their eyes down for the command rifle meeting
(an account of which you have elsewhere).
We were not so successful as we had hoped to be during the meeting,
either in the team events, or individually. In the team event we were
unlucky enough to lose by only 2 points.
We all congratulate Sergt. McLean who, I think, collected more
money than any other member, his share amounting to over £6 in pool
bulls and sweeps.
Our Revolver Club is now an established affair and is going strong.
Sergt. Watson was the lucky winner of the last spoon.
We were very pleased to receive, quite recently, two photographs ;
one of H.M.S. Furious and the other of H.M.S. Resolution, each being
presented by the Chief and Petty Officers of those ships in remembrance
of the pleasant times they spent in our mess. We will miss our Naval
friends when we leave Gibraltar.
Another very jolly afternoon and evening was spent yesterday,
when the Chief and Petty Officers of H.M.S. Emerald turned out against
us in a revolver and miniature rifle match. They afterwards enter
tained us to tea on board their ship. We then disappeared into all parts
of the boat, having a look round and having all sorts of mysterious
looking devices explained.
Someone saw Foote emerging through a little door marked in red,
" dangerous area." Our guide told us that was where the Chiefs kept
their tot. However, we did not lose anyone on board, as they all
managed to assemble at our mess at about 9 p.m., when we finished
the evening in the good old way. There was plenty of talent from all
nationalities, even including Yorkshiremen. (They do not mind giving a
song because it does not cost anything).
The R.S.M. was in the chair, and when toasting the health of the
visitors, in a few words again welcomed our friends to the mess. These
visits cement the friendship between the services.
C.P.O. Cotterill, on behalf of the P.O.'s rifle club and C.P.O. Pearce
for the social club, replied and our health was toasted in right Naval
manner. The curtain fell at 11 p.m. on yet another good day.

Revolver and Rifle Shoot.

The result of the revolver and rifle shoot was as follows :—
Buffs.
Application. Rapid.
Sgt. Willing
Sgt. Crump
S.M. Mould
Q.M.S. Dixon
Sgt. Watson
Q.M.S. Pratt
Sgt. Foot
Sgt. Gibson
Sgt. Burville
Sgt. Cox

PISTOL.

Total.
6
7
9 13
2 3
7
3
6
14
0
9
20 14
3 6
16 16
9
5

Emerald.
Total.
Application. Rapid.
5 18
... 13
O.A. Parker
13
... 15
2 17
22
O.A. Robbins
... 6 12 18
5
E.A. Lavers
... 13 15 28
10
C.P.O. Cotterill
... 9
9 18
20
EA. Smith ...
... 14
3 17
Mech. Hooper
9
9 2!
... 12
34 Shpt. Compton
7 20
... 13
9
P.O. Thornilev
... 6
4 10
32
P.O. Britnell
... 10
1 11
14
Jnr. Keen ...
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R.S M. Martin
Sgt. Holman
Sgt. McLean
Sgt. Burt ...

... 21

... 14
... 14
... 14

8
1
5
3

29
15
19
17

...
...
...
...

S.P.O. Johns
S.P.O. Gould
Sgt. Ogden ...
E.R.A. Davison

159 89 248
Buffs.
Sgt. Willing
19
Sgt. Crump
17
S.M. Mould ... 16
Q.M.S. Dixon
11
Sgt. Watson ... 16
Sgt. Pratt
20
Sgt. Foot
12
Sgt. Gibson .. 17
Sgt. Burville .. 19
Sgt. Cox
12
Sgt. Burt
19
R.S.M. Martin 17
Sgt. Holman .. 15
Sgt. McLean .. 20
Q.M.S. Lane .. 15

11
15
12
9
20
20
12
18
20
11
19
18

12
12
12
9
15
.15
12
15
15
12
12
15

42
44
40
29
51
55
36
50
54
35
50
50
20 12 47
20 15 55
8
6 30

18 12 30
14
8 22
13 8 21
7
5 12

163 100 263
Emerald.
O.A. Parker
O.A. Robbins ..
E.A. Lavers
C.P.O. Cotterill
E.A. Smith
E.R.A. Davison
Mech. Hooper ... 15
Shpt. Compton 17
P.O. Thorniley... 12
19
P.O. Britnell"
14
Jnr. Keen
17
S.P.O. Johns
20
S.P.O. Gould
17
Sgt. Facey
20
Sgt. Finch

245 234 189 668

15
12
12
12
15
15
3
15
6
15
6
19
15
9

46
41
38
44
49
51
27
59
31
47
26
42
53
44

246 221 171

By the way.
The visitors to Canada appear to be having a right royal time.
We all heartily congratulate Capt. Thos. Cook, M.B.E., on his
being awarded that honour. The best of wishes to himself and Mrs.
Cook.
We offer our deepest sympathy to the relatives of the late Pte.
Reeves who died at Gibraltar yesterday. He was a good soldier and
well liked.

Things somebody wants to know.

If McLean's eyes are being attended to ?
How some of the overweight P.O.'s manage to get through the
small holes on board the ships ?
If the member who got three possibles should really be at the top
of Class "B" ?
Why Foote kept his eye at the telescope on the Emerald ?
If the P.O.'s of that ship will suffer from seasickness when they
once more get afloat ?
The attached is cut from the Isle of Thanet Gazette and Thanet
Times:—

A NEWSPAPER "PUFF."

" The Buffs have puffed their way to further fame. The " Evening
Standard," in a short paragraph headed "The Puffing Buffs," states :—
" The band of the 1st Battalion of the Buffs is credited with being the
first to march playing to the highest point of the fortifications of
Gibraltar (Rock Battery). A few days ago the band played the
battalion to the battery, and there entertained the troops with a
number of popular pieces." There will be many old Buffs in the Island
of Thanet, who, reading this paragraph, will themselves feel puffed
with pride.
The Band of the Buffs marched up a hill
To the highest point of Gibraltar,
Playing their instruments with skill—
Not a man or a boy did falter.
By which is proved the Buffs are tough,
With lungs of leather gifted
And every Buff that puffed his puff
The Reg'ment's pride uplifted.
For a parallel, you well may seek
The feat in history's unique !"

"B" COMPANY.
Nothing much of any importance has taken place this month,
but as We go to press we have to announce that the " Harris Shield "
Cricket has commenced.
On the 14th instant, we played "D" Company and after a very close
game we won by 32 runs. Thanks to Pte. Richards and Barnes for
their fine score of 49 and 28 respectively. The teams and scores were
as follows

Company Cricket.

"B" COMPANY.
Pte. Gamble, c Lt. Dewar, b Cpl. Perry
L/c. Cook, c C.S.M. Mould, b Pte. Cook
Pte. Richards, c Cpl. Perry, b L/c. Priest
Pte. Isted, run out
Pte. R. Moore, b Lt. Dewar.
Sgt. Hodgkinson, c Pte. White, b Pte. Stocker
Capt. Causton, c L/c. Priest, b Pte. Cook
Pte. Barnes, retired
Pte. Calvo, retired

Pte. Notley, not out
Pte. Thurlow, c Cook, b Pte. White
Grand Total

10
7
49
4
0
7
11
28
18
6
13
12
165

"D" COMPANY.
Cpl. Perry, b Calvo
L/c. Priest, b Richards
Pte. Purton, b Notley
Pte. Stocker, b Calvo
Lt. Dewar, c Gamble, b Capt. Causton
Pte. White, run out...
Cpl. Waghorne, b Calvo
Pte. Cook, b Calvo
C.S.M. Mould, c Thurlow, b Capt. Causton
L/c. Cook, not out
L/c. Dunk, b Calvo
Extras
Grand Total

38
0
8
46
22
0
4
7
0
0
0
8

\

133

On the 18th instant we played "C" Company and after a fine game
we won by a narrow margin of 18 runs, We must thank Pte. Richards
and Pte. Isted for their splendid innings of 49 and 40 runs respectively.
We must also thank Capt. Causton for his splendid bowling, 3 wickets
for no runs. The teams and scores are as follows :—
"B" COMPANY.
Pte. Gamble, b Cpl. Ayliffe. .
1
L/c. Cook, b Cpl. Ayliffe
0
Pte. Richards, c and b Pte. Burt
49
Pte. Isted, b C.S.M. Williams, b Cpl. Glazier
40
Sgt. Hodgkinson, c Capt. Tuke, b Pte. Burt
2
Capt. Causten, c L/c. Mount, b Cpl. Ayliffe
14
Pte. Barnes, b Cpl. Ayliffe
2
Pte. Calvo, c Capt. Tuke, b Cpl. Glazier
1
Pte. Notley, not out.
23
Pte. Thurlow, c C.S.M. Williams, b Cpl. Glazier
11
Pte. R. Moore, run out
0
Extras
10
Grand Total
"C" COMPANY.
Cpl. Glazier, c Calvo, b Capt. Causton
C.S.M. Williams, c Thurlow, b Notley
Lt. Rose, c Capt. Causton, b Richards
Cpl. Ayliffe, c Thurlow, b Richards
Pte. Burt, b Barnes
Capt. Tuke, c Sgt. Hodgkinson, b Calvo
Pte. Lower, b Calvo
Pte. Elliott, not out...
Pte. Burtanshaw, b Capt. Causton
Pte. Hughes, c Notley, b Capt. Causton
Pte. Mount, c Thurlow, b Capt. Causton
Extras
Grand Total

153
62
14
4
12
5
3
20
8
0
0
0
7
135

Up to the present, things are looking bright in the Cricket line.
We drew a bye in the Garrison interCompany Knockout Challenge
Cricket Cup.
Congratulations to Pte. B. Marriott on winning the large amount
of money in the Command Rifle Meeting, held at North Front, on the
28th June till 2nd July.
We must congratulate Ptes. Madden, Aldridge, Bassett, and Dibble
on obtaining their 2nd Class Certificates of Education.
We commence our Annual Weapon Training Course on Monday,
5th July.

Things we want to know.

Is " Munkus " competing in the All England Tennis Championship
next year ?
Is Darkey Lewis soon going to his Native Land ?
Is Tribo trying to cut Darkey out with his' tash and will he succeed ?
How many darlings and loves are there in the detachment ?
C.H.

"C" COMPANY.

All we have been hearing this month is "Magpie" Inner, etc.
Another familiar cry is, " When are you going on leave ? "
The Company has finished its Annual Coursie, the result, I am
afraid, not being compensation enough for the troiable and worry some
people had, to give them every chance. Pte. Beal (50) got the highest
score in Table
and he was not one on one.
We had a great many entries in the Garrison Shoot. L/c. Mullen
came fourth in the Grand Aggregate, Ptes. Elliott and Fagg came
second in the Lewis Gun Competition, as well as several members
getting smaller prizes in the various matches. Pte. Elliott and Pte.
Fagg came 2nd in the Lewis Gun Competition and "C" 2 Team came
2nd in the Company Tile knockout. The team were :—L/c. Howard,
Elliott, Lailey and Steed.
We played our first Harris Shield Cricket March against "B"
Company on June 18th at No. 2 Ground, North. Front. "B" batted
first and made 153. Pte. Richards made a good 49. Notley, although
" Run Out" and not appealed for when 7, knock ed up 40.
We went in and C.S.M.Williams and Glazier soon got busy with the
short ones. However, no one seemed to be able to stay with Glazier
long, the catches all going to the wrong place.
No doubt we may have won then, we were l.'JO for 6, if Glazier had
not hit rashly and got in slips for 62. C.S.M. Williams, Lower and
Ayliffe secured next best scores with 14, 20 and 12 respectively.
The actual scores ware :—
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Company Cricket.

"C" COMPANY.
Cpl. Glazier, c Calvo, b Capt. Causton
C.S.M. Williams, c Thurlow, b Notley
Lieut. Rose, c Capt. Causton, b Richards
Cpl. Ayliffe, c Thurlow, b Richards
Pte. Burt, b Barnes
Capt. Tuke, c Hodgkinson, b Calvo
Ptfe. Lower, b Calvo
Pte. Elliott, not out
Pte. Burtenshaw, b Capt. Causton
Cpl. Hughes, c Palvo, b Capt. Causton
L/c. Mount, c Calvo, b Capt. Causton

Extras

Total

62
14
4
12
5
3
20
8
0
0
0

7

135

"B" COMPANY.
Pte. Gamble, b Ayliffe....
L/c. Cook, b Ayliffe..
Pte. Richards, c and b Burt
Pte. Isted, c Williams, b Glazier
Sgt. Hodgkinson, c Capt. Tuke, b Burt
Capt. Causton, c Mount, b Ayliffe
Pte. Barnes, b Ayliffe
Pte. Calvo, c Capt. Tuke, b Glazier
Pte. Notley, not out
Pte. Thurlow, c C.S.M. Williams, b Glazier
Pte. R. Moore, run out

Extras

1
0
49
40
2
14
2
1
23
11
0

10

153

Total

INCOGNITA.

"D" COMPANY.

Since our last notes were sent off things have looked up a bit in
Cricket and Rowing. We played a Friendly Match with "B" Company
which we won, and a Friendly Match with "A" Company which we also
won. We also played "B" Company in a " Harris Shield Match,"
which we lost by 32 runs and a Harris Shield Match with "23" Company
"H.Q." Wing which we also lost by 68 runs. Why we should win
Friendly Matches and lose Harris Shield Matches I do not know. In
any case our team enjoyed the fun.
Now at Rowing, our team fancy their luck and up to now we have
drawn a bye; therefore we go into the second round. I suppose we
shall have a bit of luck with us, but that remains to be seen.
The Company is now a bit split up owing to Garrison Employed, etc.,
whilst "B" Company are at the Annual Weapon Training Course, but
that does not interfere with the leave part of the Company. We
still have a few on leave in the United Kingdom and are waiting for
their return so that another batch can go off, for as you all know
this season is the last we shall be able to have a leave to U.K., as next
season we shall be in India. Cpl. Woollard has returned from U.K.
and we are glad to see him back again and to hear how he
bought Wembley up.
With sad regret we publish the death of the Daughter of Sgt. and
Mrs. Curtis, and the following letter which has been received is pub
lished:—
" Sgt. and Mrs. Curtis wish to convey to the Married Families
of the 1st Battalion The Buffs their sincere thanks and appreciation for
their kind sympathy in their sad bereavement.
We must congratulate Pte. D. Stocker on the birth of a son, and
hope one day to see Pte. Stocker, junior, following in his father's
footsteps in the Army.
We shall shortly be losing our Skipper as he is off to U.K. on leave.
Also the SecondinCommand of the Ship is having a short leave in
U.K. and we all wish them our best and hope they will have a good
time.
In the Garrison Rifle Meeting, held at Gibraltar during the month,
we are glad to see quite a lot of our Company Comrades' names amongst
the prizewinners, especially the C.Q.M.S. who, by the way, was a £1
and did not know it.
We are very sorry to lose Lieut. Boucher from the Company, he
having taken oyer Signalling Officer of the Battalion and has been
transferred to "H.Q." Wing vice Lieut. Crozier to U.K.
L/c. Hudson is still away on tour in Canada and when he returns we
hope to have many lectures of his doings and travels. So long as he
does not tell us any American yarns we do not mind.

Things we want to know.

Has anyone heard of the New Boot Polish ?
Has anyone heard of the New Boot Polish? If not, interview
Rachael. Perhaps it is Cod's Head and Treacle.
Can you buy a half packet of Army Club Cigarettes, if so, where.
" SEAMAN."

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

Many expectant eyes will probably scan these pages in search of
news of " The Gunners " of the 1st Battalion, so I will now endeavour
to convey some news, by a colossal effort on the part of my literary
abilities, to those who peruse these lines in search of that information.
A glance in the direction of the activities of this Platoon should
convince even the most casual observer that the proverbial bee, in
comparison to the average " Gunner," is but an idle insect and a slow
worker, for, to say that we have been merely " busy" is to put it
mildly indeed. Since we commenced our Annual Training on June
21st our activities have indeed been extensive, especially in the vicinity
of " Windmill Hill."
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However, we have at intervals managed to find time for recreation,
mostly on the cricket field, At Camp Bay on the 7th instant, we
played the Signals and after an excellent game we " pipped " them by
the narrow margin of 17 runs, mainly due to the way the " tail" of
our eleven " wagged," towards the end of the game, setting our troubled
minds at rest concerning the issue thereof.
A week later the stumps were again erected for a match, N.C.O.'s
v. " Privates " of the Platoon. A most exciting game ensued, at the
conclusion of which, the N.C.O.'s were the losers by ten wickets.
At North Front, on the 25th instant, our Platoon assembled a team
.which " shone " with considerable brilliance against an eleven from the
Machine Gunners of the 2nd Battalion The Suffolk Regiment. Our
" lads " played an excellent game, but the outstanding feature was the
fine partnership of " Wally and Crib " (Senior) which might be described
as a "foursome " in respect to the number of times the ball " visited"
the boundary.
Our first innings produced 122 runs which gave us a lead of 86.
The rapid fall of our opponents' wickets in their second innings (caused
by "Wally" getting his eye down," did not necessitate a second
innings for our eleven, but left us the winners by an innings and 45 runs.
We hope for a return match soon.
We were highly successful in the Machine Gun Competition iff the
Garrison Rifle Meeting this year. Four teams were entered and the
1st and 2nd prizes were carried off by two of them, their respective
scores being 277 and 235.
We extend our greetings to Lieut. Oliver who has recently joined
us. We hope also to see Capt. Peareth with us again very shortly,
when he returns from furlough to U.K.
We hope that lucky individual, L/Cpl.Smith, who wasselected from
the Platoon for the Expedition to Canada, is enjoying his trip and
deriving much experience therefrom. We anticipate a recital of his
" adventures " on his return.
BY A. B. GINNER.

Things we want to know.

How many batsmen can be dismissed by one " catch " ?
Or was Betts suffering from " delusions" or excitement ?
Why are so many of the " Gunners" interested in the arrival of
the " postman " ?
Are they " sweating " on the arrival of some " Fishers " ?
Who is the cave man of No. 5 Team ?
And is he very proficient at the noble art of " chinning " ?
Who were the "Gunners" who got "dry" before "opening
hours " ?
Is the recess in the " Firing Pin cut away for lightness ?
Who are the " Crosswords " enthusiasts ?
And when will they stop " puzzling " ?

THE BAND.

During the last month we have been able to do very little in the line
of sport, owing to The Band having to do their annual training as
Stretcher Bearers. Nevertheless, we managed to have two games
of cricket. On the 8th of June we played Gibraltar 2nd XI. and after
a strenuous game, managed to win by ten runs.
Score
G.C.C., 2nd XI., 147 ; Band, 157.
L/Cpl. Lewis, 32 ; L/Cpl. Mancer, 49 ; Bdsm. Boot, 22.
On the 17th, Band v. 2nd Battalion The Suffolks (Band). In this
match we proved victorious by winning by 111 runs. Buffs, 215;
Suffolks, 104. L/Cpl. Lee, 28; L/Cpl. Lewis, 82; Sgt. Gayton, 51
not out, so you see there is life in the old chap yet (Sgt. Clayton).
Our Bandmaster, Mr. Leach, is home on leave, to get some boys
to replace those men who return to civil life this year, so we hope, that
not only will he succeed in getting them, but may he enjoy his stay in
England. Meanwhile, the Band is running along very well under the
capable old veteran, BandSergt. Clayton, whom our readers will
remember as Bandmaster of the Depot Band for several years. Capt.
Peareth has just returned from leave, so we give him a hearty welcome
to return to the fold.
We have rumours of staying here until February, but how true it is,
we do not know, so perhaps we will know definitely next time we write.

THE DRUMS.

Owing to the Garrison Shoot there has been very little sport;
according to the number of prizes obtained by the Drums, it was a case
of bad luck or bad shooting.
The Rock Fishing Club held their second fishing competition of the
season on the detached mole on the 19th of June. Catches were once
again «™all and our "Fisherman Cronky" again obtained a prize
prize (3rd) with a catch of 1 lb. 12$ ounces of fish.
We have started our Annual Musketry Course, so we shall have very
little time for sport, the only " Sport" we shall be having will be
Garrison Retreat Beating at 8.30 p.m.
The Young Hands are progressing well under L/Cpl. Axten and
L/Cpl. Spice (but when are they going to be transferred).
We must congratulate "Swill" on winning the Commanding
Officer's Bugle and "Tubby" Castle, on being the runner up and
obtaining the Adjutant's.

Things we want to know.

When will Day stop crossing his eyes when blowing the Bugle ?
Is it right that " Smudger " is on the " Tack " now he is firing his
course ?
Has " Bug racing " started again ? Ask Mailer.
Have the last draft come out of their glass cases yet ?
ROMEO.—Sorry " Romeo," but look up the Kit Plate first.
This is
"H.Q." Wing, not "C" Company.
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The 2nd Battalion.
T AST month news was

Starting at 1.30 p.m., under the charge of the

R.S.M., a splendid journey was made ; the weather
scarce owing to the was
perfect and the scenery delightful. Even the
lack of interesting events ;
kiddies forgot to cry.
Colonel and Mrs. Kennedy were at Dulworth to meet
life was merely dull. This
month, at any rate for the  the party and a happy greeting was given to all.
by the sea and then back to the hotel
latter part, life has been for Halfanhour
a scrumptous tea; and what a lovely tea it was,
interesting, hot and busy—
too! Strawberries and cakes in abundance (and
strawberries at that time were unobtainable elsewhere).
so busy that one never
A happier party would be hard to find. However, the
seems to be certain what
tea, like all good things, came to an end, and then
the day before was, because
away again to the seashore, where some bathed and
last night was really this
some paddled.
All had the opportunity of going round the caves
morning ; at least that is
in rowing boats and most of them availed themselves
the feeling one has on night
of the C.O.'s kindness. No casualties !
operations.
At 7.30 the R.S.M. sounded the " all aboard '' signal
Night operations in
and all filed back to the waiting charabancs, tired,
but content.
themselves suggest training
All the guests expressed their appreciation of Mrs.
and one might also add energetic training, and
Kennedy's kindness by giving her three cheers and
that is just what is happening with us now.
c
a tiger.
The whole battalion is in the middle of a
Another delightful drive back in the cool of the
evening ended a delightful day:—a day that was voted
strenuous fortnight of training at Bovington.
a real treat by everybody.
And because life is so busy and energetic,
it is likewise hot and interesting—for more
SERCEANTS' MESS.
Here we are again, another month passed, and at the time of writing
reasons than one—with not much time to
Battalion is at Wool, undergoing Battalion Training.
spare for sporting or social events, or, in other the During
last month the Mess held a shoot at Fleet Ranges for the
" Worthington Cup " and Silver Spoons and the splendid old " Wooden
words, for material for The Dragon.
'Un."
The competitions were arranged by our Musketry Instructor, Sgt.
So news is just as scarce as last month ; it
and the supervision of them was carried out by Capt. G. R.
is sufficient to say that we are absorbed in Fawcett
Howe.
The Members congratulate Sgt. MacWalter, D.C.M., M.M. upon
scheming, and to say more than that, or winning
the Cup with a score of 53 out of a possible 60.
attempt to describe our schemes, would bore
The competitions were Five Rounds at 400 yards, Five Rounds at
500
yards
and Five Rounds at 600 yards, lying in the open.
many readers to tears or raise an argument,
Unfortunately, when firing at 600 yards it started to rain, but that
with possibly fatal results, between many did not damp the spirits of the Members; I might mention it takes
quite a lot to damp their spirit.
others.
At the finish of the shoot Capt. Howe kindly presented the Cup to
winner, also the silver spoons and the grand " Old Wooden 'Un."
"A" and "D" Companies have been out the
Prior to the presentation of the Cup and spoons, R.S.M. Dare gave a
mentioning the Donor of the Cup, Col. Worthington, who, the
here at Bovington for the last month, so they speech
older Members of the Mess will recollect, as he was exceptionally keen
are well hardened to it. "C" Company has on Musketry.
In reply, Capt. Howe remarked that he felt quite honoured to
been in camp at Chickerell, where they spent be able
to present the " Worthington Cup " and spoons and referred
a fortnight of glorious weather for their classi to other shooting trophies such as the " Section Leaders' Fire Control
Cup " and the Col. Geddes Cup for Marksmen and First Class Shots,
fication and then had about four days at the pointing out that these competitions played a considerable part in
and maintaining a first class standard of shooting in a
Verne before marching out here with "B" improving
Battalion. After the presentation cheers were given by the Members
Company on the 15th. That was hot, too, for Capt. Howe and we drifted to the Sergeants' Mess to proceed with
timehonoured custom of celebrating the occasion.
although luckily for them, they had a cooler the The
winners of the Cup and spoons were as follows :—
Cup:
Sgt. MacWalter; Silver Spoons: Sgt. Barrell, 46; Sgt.
day than many have been of late.
Cox, 46; L/Sgt. Hodges, 46. Wooden 'Un: Sgt. Dowse, M.M., 9.
An niwiaitig incident prior to the presentation was that of Sgt.
2/I<ient. C. A. R. Gordon of The Buffs'
Pinchard, A.E.C. standing at the slope with the Wooden Spoon and
supplementary reserve, has come to join ns Sgt.
Dowse receiving the spoon, and moving off with it to the Mess at
for a couple of months, after being some time the Slope.
Things w© want to know.
at the Depot, and we also have attached to
Who was the W.O. II. who, when at the 400 yards firing point,
us for six weeks, 2/Uieuts. J. R. Combe and put his sights to 600 yards, firmly convinced that it was the distance
he was away from the Target ?
, j ^
^ ^
G. E. F. Oliver from Cambridge University.
What was his percentage of error at the last Quarterly J.D. Test ?
Who was the W.O. II who remarked, When a torchlight was flashed
SUBEDITOR.
Married Families' Outing.
On the 8th July, Mrs. Kennedy was the hostess to
all the women and kiddies of the Battalion and a very
good hostess too.
A delightful time was spent by all, and the day will
always bring back happy memories.
Dulworth Cove, a national beauty spot, was the
destination of the nine charabancs that made up the
party and it would indeed be difficult to select a lovelier
spot.

on him, " I shall never get to sleep with this moon shining on me " ?
Ask O—h Flannagan's Band.
J.A.

"A" COMPANY.
Since my last notes, Felix (that's "A" Company) has kept on
walking. One nice " soft" morning, as they say in Ireland, Felix got
togged up in F.S.M.O. and prowled off to Bovington, the home of the
Tanks, for Company Training, in company with "D."
The weather when we started from the Verne was hardly fit for a
dog to be out in, much less a cat. However, by the time we reached
Weymouth, the mist and rain had cleared and we very soon dried again.
Having no band, a dozen mouthrorgans were provided by our Company
Commander, and with the help of L/c. Hodges and his accordion, we
made our own music.

THE DRAGON
At the halfway house (halt, I mean) at Warmwell Springs, Lieut.
Knocker, Bunny Joy, our worthy Sgt.MasterCook and his Assistants
awaited us with some really good hot tea, sandwiches, fruit, etc., to
consuming which, we devoted about fortyfive minutes. Having
attended to the inner man and rested our " paws," we hitched up
again, and continued on our way. By this time it was getting rather
warm, and the effects of the march began to be felt, especially by those
who had not done any marching for umpteen years. But, Felix can
walk, or rather march, and trekked on into Bovington without losing a
" whisker," in other words, without a man falling out, which, consider
ing the number of very young hands in the Company; was very credit
able.
We reached our destination about 5.15 p.m. (having been on the
road since 8.30 a.m.) and were met by Sgt. Blackman, our A/C.Q.M.S.,
who, after throwing a few blankets at us, showed the way to some hot
baths, and thence to the diningrooms, where a good meal awaited us.
The Sergeants were provided for in the Sergeants' Mess, Depot Royal
Tank Corps, where, I understand, they did not " do too bad."
How Blacky got to Bovington before us was, to say the least,
mysterious ; not even his boots were dusty. I overheard someone
ask him if he wanted the loan of some Union Jack, the latter being a
wellknown brand of corn cure. Whether Union Jack is good for corns,
or stiffness caused through the inhaling of too many petrol fumes,
I am not prepared to say, but I heard Blacky mumble something
which may have been Bah ! or it might have been BAR ! ! Anyhow,
his whiskers looked a bit damp, so evidently he had found the latter
place before we arrived. However, he had saved us a "sniff" for
which we were mighty thankful. So we arrived here on June 18th,
and remain until July 29th, during which period we shall do ten days
Battalion Training.
In the meantime Felix keeps on walking, over hills, and through
lovely (?) dales AND BOGS. One thing we have to be thankful for,
and that is the splendid weather, the only drawback being that it is
so hot that it requires considerably more than the usual amount of
" neck oil" to remove the dust from one's throat, which, judging by
the faraway expression in some people's eyes, takes a bit of doing
towards the thin end of the week.
A good deal of training for sports has been carried out since we
have been here, and on July 30th we had an interPlatoon tryout,
when quite a number of our N.C.O.'s and Men showed considerable
promise. A good many more could do better if they would only
cultivate the sporting spirit, instead of waiting for it to develope of
its own accord. Still we are improving as the following will show.
On July 7th, an interCompany Athletic Match ("A" v. "D") was
held on the ground of the Royal Tank Corps Depot with a view to
finding out still further what talent each Company had. Some very
good performances were put up, and, considering that "D" is the lead
ing Company, whilst "A," I understand, was amongst the also rans last
year, we did not do too badly.
Although we lost to "D" Company by ten points, it was not such a
onesided affair as it would at first appear. Although there is no doubt
that the best Company won, I do not think they would have had quite
so many points to their credit had it not been for the splendid athletic
abilities of Lieut. Haggard. We heartily congratulate "D" on winning
and we hope that we shall one day meet again/when I hope to see "A"
go one better and regain the " Cinders."
The results of the various events are as follows :—
1st.
2nd.
3rd.
Points.
"A" "D"
100 YARDS.
Lt. Haggard "D" Cpl. Wilkins "A" L/c. Kelly
"A"
11 sees.
PUTTING THE SHOT.
Lt. Haggard
"D" Sgt. Vye
"D" Sgt. A. Smith "A" 1
5
31 ft. 6 ins.
INTERPLATOON RELAY.
No. 15 Platoon "D" No. 1 Platoon "A"
2
4
HIGH JUMP.
Lt. Haggard
"D" L/c. Jewell
"D" Cpl. Tomlin "D" 0
6
Two MILES.
L/Sgt. Hodges "A" Pte. Batstone "D" Pte. Knight "D" 3
3
440 YARDS.
L/c. Jewell
"D" Cpl. Trice
"D" Pte. West
"A" 1
5
120 YARDS HURDLES.
Pte. Parker
"A" L/c. Kelly
"A" Cpl. Tomlin "D" 5
1
ONE MILE.
L/Sgt. Hodges "A" Pte. Ashmore "D" Pte. Maunder "A"
4
2
220 YARDS.
L/c. Kelly
"A" Cpl. Wilkins
"A" Cpl. Tomlin "D" 5
1
880 YARDS.
L/Sgt. Hodges "A" Cpl. Trice
"D" Pte. Addy
"D" 3
3
LONG JUMP.
Lt. Haggard "D" Cpl. Wilkins "A" Pte. Murphy "D" 2
4
18 ft. 11 ins.
TUGO'WAR.
"D" beat "A."
2
4
Total

31

41

Quite a good show taking everything into consideration. Without
wishing in any way to make excuses for our defeat, I do think
that our competitors would havedone better if all of them had "spikes."
This, I hope, will be remedied before the Battalion sports take place
next month. On this occasion, owing to the rain of the previous night
and early morning, the grass was greasy, and several competitors
of both Companies slipped up, which greatly prejudiced their chances.
L/Sgt. Hodges is to be congratulated on his remarkable achievement
in winning the two miles, one mile and 880 yards in such a short space
of time in the same morning. We were rather disappoihted that our
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tugo' war team should have lost, but, at the last moment L/Sgt.
Wright, our Coach, had to go on the rope, and although quite a good
substitute was found in Lieut. Knocker, it was undoubtedly a dis
advantage to the team.
Our thanks are due to Major Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., Capt. C. S.
Field, O.B.F., Lieut. Haggard and other Officers, also the W.O.'s and
N.C.O.'s of both Companies, who did the work behind the scenes and
gave their assistance on the ground, also to the competitors who pro
vided the " sport."
Congratulations galore this month : the following on their rise to
the rank of Corporal: Cpl. L. Baker (from "C" Company); Cpl. Allen
from ("H.Q."); Cpl. Wilkins (who goes to "B") and Cpl. Towerzey.
L/Cpls. Kelly and Thompson on getting paid and Pte. Lee on being
appointed UnpaidLanceCorporal.
Pte. Yates is now our Company clerk vice Clara Reynolds, who
has gone to the Army Reserve.
Cpl. Woof, Ptes. White and Beale have gone on vocational training
courses prior to being transferred to the Army Reserve.
Pte. Hale, our late Company Cook has taken his dischargeon having
completed 12 years with the Colours. I hear he has succeeded in
getting a job, and we all wish him the best of luck in " Civvie Street."
Sgt. Barrell, I'm glad to say, has rejoined us once more after his
lengthy stay in hospital, and has been doing " Policeman," and is now
" Catering " (in the Sergeants' Mess).
Sgt. A. Smith has gone on a long qualifying course in the rifle and
Lewis Gun at Hythe. We wish him the best of luck, and hope he'll
come back with nothing less than a "D."
Cpl. Baker had a " brainwave " and hopped off suddenly one morn
ing on a Knowledge Dusting course at the Army School of Education,
Shorncliffe. We wish him also the best of " letters."
We welcome to the Company C.Q.M.S. Smith (and family) from the
Regimental Depot. Being old 2nd Battalion "Wallahs" (pardon the
expression Mrs. S
) I have no doubt they will soon settle down in
their new surroundings. We also welcome Ptes. Abbot, Littlewood,
Pain, Hadley, Webb, Chapman, May, Willson and Jones, who joined us
on July 13th from the Depot. They have got a good introduction
to the Battalion as they arrived just in time to commence Battalion
Training with us.
This concludes the Company Correspondent's notes, but there are
a few others below from " sides " and " corners."
ASCOT.

No. 1. Platoon's Corner.

Do you know Dingdong ? No ! well, he's a " Belle," and a few
days ago he had an adventure with a Glow worm.
Now, since Dingdong's adventure with the Glowworm, the whole
Platoon seems to have become infected with a serious complaint, the
exact nature of which it is hard to define. It has something to do with
the closer study of Natural History ; in fact they all seem determined
to get " back to the land," especially Peter, who, by all accounts/has
on several occasions recently, come in very violent contact with it,
via numerous rabbit holes, bog holes and " pot" holes, and he is now
quite an authority on " distance apart," " size " and " depth " of these
subterraenean dwellings.
Kelly and Butler were seen trying to catch eels with a forked stick
(we believe for jellying purposes) whilst Bonzo, a little further up
stream, was gathering watercress. West was dashing about like one
possessed, with some birdlime on the end of a banana in the hope of
" netting " some butterflies. Needless to say, he was not very success
ful, as the beautiful insects seemed to be rather partial to bananas
with the lime on, and ate the lot. Sgt. Charlie Smith caught a splendid
specimen of a Dragonfly, but Cpl. Saunders let his "bullrush" and
trample it to death.
Cherbi Barnes and " Andy " were plucking wild flowers,%ii packed
up when Cherbi classified a Dandelion as a Marigold.
'90 (no, not 99) Barnes is taken up with the study of Apes, he,
himself in many ways resembles a Chimpanzee. He is often to be seen
making a close and careful examination of Goddard, whom, he declares
is the " Missing Link." Exactly what to attribute this sudden desire
to probe the secrets of Nature to, is hard to say, but possibly it is owing
to the fact that we possess a Fox, Beaver and one Lyon(s).
Nadin has a distinctliking for pigs, for he drives them home regularly
every night, much to the discomfort and annoyance of his fellow
Naturalists.
RETEP.

One Side. ,

Platoon Commanders had received instructions to earmark two
men per section as scouts.
Following day : C.S.M. working in office : RATTAPTAP at the door.
C.S.M
"Come in!" (enters ONE Soldier):" Well, my lad,
what do you want ? "
'
One Soldier:
"Please Sir, Sgt.
sent me to draw two "ear
marks for each of his section scouts."
EXIT one soldier.

Another Side.

Company in ATTACK. Platoon Commanders had taken great pains
in explaining that on the Company's left was the Blankshire Regt.
(imaginary) and on its right, the A. & S. Highlanders (also imagin
ary).
LATER : Company Commander, spotting an " intelligent" looking
lad :—" What would you do Pte. SoandSo if the enemy were to
make a Counterattack ? "
INTELLIGENTLooking Lad
" Join the A. & S. Highlanders
Sir !"
Collapse of Company Commander.

And the Reverse.

Who took halfanhour to cover 75 yards after the march from
Portland ?
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And what made his boots so heavy ?
Why was the Drummer late in sounding Reveille ?
How can a " picture " of a night attack be beautiful ?
Who is the latest to wear the " tophat" ? (What is the meaning
of it all?)
What does it feel like to be " broke " on a Sunday morning ?
And why is it that " DRY" remarks fall on deaf ears so often ?
And does it " pay " ?
Do atmospherics affect the " time " ?
Where do C.O.M.Sgts. go on " windy " days ?
When is old soldier Petley going to give us the outward and visible
Signs of his service ?
The following may interest some readers of The Dragor>, and was
obtained when "A" and "C" Companies were attached to the Depot,
Gloster. Regiment, Bristol, during the General Strike :—
Extract from —
Regimental Orders
by
Lieut.Colonel R. Wilkinson, D.S.O.,
Commanding 2nd Battalion The Gloucestershire Regiment.
Jhansi
Wed : Apl. 21st, 1926.

Notices.
Anniversary /
21st April, 1758. The 61st Regiment of Foot
constituted from the 2nd Battalion The 3rd Foot (The Buffs)
Col. Granville Elliott, a general from the German Army appointed
first Colonel of the Regiment.
"B" COMPANY.

According to the wellworn saying " time flies " : but neverthe
less, several things can happen even in such a short time that has
elaosed between my writing the last issue of notes and these. The last
notes were written under canvas at Chickerell, and now we are writing
these in huts at Bovington whilst we have had a month at the Verne,
s&ndwiched between.
As stated in the last issue, we ran off the final events of the Howe
Shield, whilst at Chickerell, and Five Platoon ran out the winners.
A small description of the events here would not be amiss, methinks.
Football, tugofwar and the Athletic sports that were run off,
together with the cross country run, at Bovington, during Company
Training, have already been reported, but the events that were decided
at Chickerell, are those we are concerned with.
The first was Cricket and the final placings shewed 1st, 6 platoon ;
second, 5 platoon, whilst 7 and 8 platoons filled the remaining two
places respectively.
Next came Bayonet Fighting, and according to the wiseacres,
poor old "Five" stood no earthly, for why, just look at "Seven"
practicing every evening, and all the spare time thej7 can get, for are
they not sweating on retaining the shield, that they managed to win
last year.
Well the wiseacres, as is nearly always usual, were confounded,
and five platoon won the event, quite easily in fact, whilst again six
platoon were the runners up.
Five Platoon have to thank their Platoon Sergeant (Sergeant
Osborne) and their chief backer (L/Cpl. Stocken) ; the Platoon Sergt.
for tips out of his ripe experience of the game, and L/Cpl. Stoeken for
his monetary inducement to become the winners, and this caused much
witticism amongst " Five's " rivals, for some wanted to know whether
" Five " were fighting for points or " pints."
Well, " five " were fighting for both, and they won both.
Next came the shooting, ten rounds at three hundred yards, five at
snap and* five at 600 yards.
The first practice, the competitor had to knock down an iron falling
plate, then fire the remainder of the ten at a No. 2 silhouette target.
Of course the best shots from each Platoon were chosen, but never
theless, some very good shooting was witnessed, especially at 600
yards, where L/Cpl., now Corpl. Payne, scored 19 (if wrong, kindly
correct me, Mr. Censor).
(
The totalling up at the end, shewed the usual order reversed, for
Six Platoon were here the winners.
There now remained only one event to be run off, and Five Platoon
were now leading Six by two points. The event left was a Tent Alarm
Competition, and it was decided to be run in pairs. The draw
shewed :—
Six Platoon versus Seven and Five versus Eight. Well " Six "
got down to it good and strong, and managed to win their event
although " seven *' ran them close when the points were added up at
the end.
This left " Five " and " Eight," and oh the excitement. On the
alarm sounding, " five " came out of their tent in all directions, tent
down and rolled up, for which they can heartily thank Pte. Rose for his
exertions in this direction, and the faces of sixites began to look long
and drawn.
The yelling of the spectators reminded one of the excitement of a
Cuptie, but the nonchalance of the competitors was worthy of pros.
Well " five " got their tent done up first, easily, but " eight" got
down the range first, but this is where the experience of the Tent
Commander came in, in " five's " case (L/Cpl. Kemsley) because they
ran quietly down to the four hundred point, and walked the remaining
100 yards and arrived at the 300 firing points as steady as the pro
verbial rocks.
It told in the scores for the scores were taken into account, each
point scored counting as one second off the total time taken.
On the word " up " from the Tent Commander, the men lined up
for a short inspection by The Officer Commanding the Company, then
Vicrntr to the starting point, where every one was kept on tenterhooks
as regarding the final placing^ whilst the O.C. together with the M.C.
(C.Q.MTS. Slender) totalled up the scores.

Then the voice of our Captain, " here's the final placings; 1st,
Five Platoon with 275£ points," and sorry, gentle readers, but the
hullaballoo that greeted these stirring words, drowned the remainder
of the scores, except that again poor old Six ran five close, and became
the runnersup. The final two first placings for the shield shewed
Five platoon first with 3 more points than Six, and great was the
rejoicing hi the Canteen of " fiveites " at the expense of our popular
backer, previouslv named in these notes.
Really " Six if some of the Witty Wags of your platoon, ever get
again in Civ vie Street they should go "on the Boards" as low
comedians, for their wit is really and truly remarkable, but here again
the experience of the Platoon Sergeant is again to the fore, for in this
case it is Sgt. Beasley, and need I say more.
Well readers, all this sport came off after the more serious firing had
taken place, and I suppose really I should have put that first, but I
think most of the boys are more concerned with who won the Shield,
than who dodged " bung " and who didn't.
According to Battalion Orders (which are indisputable) "B
Company have become the best Shooting Company this year, with an
average of 86*9 for Tables " R " and "L" Rifle.
Just let me
# "C" Company ran us close with an average of 85*5.
whisper the secret, and for confirmation ask those lucky individuals
of "H.Q." who were attached to us for firing ; the recipe being, a little
" pokev die " mixed with " physical ierks " using a rifle as an Indian
Club." It was said that the mixture would strengthen the muscles
used in the firing of the rifle, and believe me, it did, especially in some
cases, where the Instructor happened to be a redhot P.T. Instructor.
The Company have only five bungs, so the mixture must be counted as
successful.
We returned to The Verne on the 24th of June, and stayed there
until we marched out on the long long trail that leads to Wool and
Battalion Training, on the 15th July. The weather had been
terrifiicallv hot for the past few days, and it was decided that a start
should be "made at 6 a.m. so as to dodge" the heat of the day.
We have arrived quite safe and sound in Wool and are esconced
in huts, in the Roval Tank Corps Camp, and have settled down to the
various stunts that go to make up Battalion Training. The first
(night) Operations were carried out last night, the 16th inst. Well,
this is earlv the morning after and already we are hearing stirring
tales of daring do, such as capturing bridges and other sundries, single
handed.
No doubt in our next issue of notes I shall be able to give some
graphic accounts of war in imitation, so until then we must just bide
our time.
We offer our sincerest congratulations to C.Q.M.S. Howard,
Acting/C.S.M. of "B" Company on his recent promotion to Warrant
Officer Class II, and on his posting to "B" Company. May his stay
with us be long and a right merry one. We also offer congratulations
to L/Sgt. Adams on his promotion to Sergeant, and to L./Cpl. Payne
on his promotion to full Corporal. Also to Pte. Billett on his appoint
ment to L/Corporal.
Just a few words on the last item. It was rumoured that a nice
young ™gn was being looked for, for being made up, and phew, one
should just have seen, the great " spit and polishing" parades that
were nightlv carried out in various barrack rooms by aspirants who
thought thev were in the running. Well, carry on lads, you will be
there for sure some day, and really some of the bayonets and chin
straps could do with some elbow grease,now couldn't they, joking apart.
We have two Officers attached to our Company for Training, and
thev sure are taking the said Training in the right spirit, for i hear
that one, last night, during an attack on the bridge, took the idea too
literally, and went for the poor old enemy "baldheaded" with the
result that an enemy steel helmet was the cause of the Officer bringing
home a broken walking cane.
I think I have exhausted the " Congrat." part, but I am sorry
to say that we must offer our sincerest sympathies to Pte. Rashbrook
on his recent bereavement for he went on a short leave, that everyone
dreads, to the funeral of his father.
Until next month, we must again say au revoir.
" ECARB."

Just one thing we should like to know.

Who was the N.C.O. who, when a deadlock occurred during an
attack on a bridge during night ops., said to the N.C.O. of the Enemy :
" Oh let's have half each," and then went and got some reinforcements
and cleared the vicinity of all things that resembled an enemy.
"C" COMPANY.

After a short stay at The Verne we once again find ourselves back at
Chickerell for the purpose of firing our Annual Musketry Course. It
was a ripping day when we marched from The Verne enroute to
Chickerell. The band struck up all the lively tunes to keep our
" Pecker " up, not for the march we had to do, but for what we might
receive. Being the last Company to fire, all kinds of rumours were
heard from the previous Companies who had fired, about the Musketry
Course. This year the Course was much harder, and to be a " Bung"
would be awful. " Bung," " Bung," the word was on everyone's lips,
fancy being a " Bung." No wonder the lads were so very thoughtful
when they marched out. Thoughts ! ? I wonder if I can still draw
that sixpence a day for another year ?
What will the missus say
if I drop that sixpence ?—I know, I will tell her that I had to aim off
to Portland to get a bull. Anyhow, the prelim, passed off alright;
everyone was cheerful at their splendid results, and the weather, well
one could not wish for better; the weather clerk was indeed kind to
us Red sky at night, etc., all faces would turn towards the. heavens,
and consultations would be heai;d all over the camp, on the night before
classification. The Detachment Orderly Sergeant said that he saw a
certain N.C.O. on his knees with his hands clasped and rifle in his arms,
with face upturned, saying in a smatt dhd soldierlike voice, " God help
me, I never was a " Bung." "
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The great day arrived, not too fine, rather cloudy. Everyone
was eager to know one another's scores, and after a few practices had
been fired, some were at ease and some were counting up how many
they had to get, to get out. But after all, the Company done very
weil on the first day's firing. As it happened we started our classifica
tion on a Saturday, so one can guess that a lot were sweating over the
weekend.
Now it is all over and very good results have been obtained, and we
imagine that the average in the Company to be 'very good.' The results
on the Lewis Gun were excellent, No. 12 Platoon did very well. All
their Table "L" managed to pass 1st Class. We congratulate Cpl.
Harvey on becoming Company Shot.
We also congratulate C.S.M. Tong, Cpls. Harvey, H. Baker and
Martin, and Pte. Parsons on getting Marksmen Badges Table "L."
Also L/Cpls. Salsbury, Bottomley and Ptes. Bersey, Crighton and
J. Durrant, Table "R" Marksmen.
The last interesting event in shooting was the Platoon Shoot.
Four miniature battles took place on the morning of the 9th of July.
Four Platoons took part individually, and each Platoon made a fine
show. Enemy sections, represented by iron plates had to be knocked
over before the platoon, taking part, could advance. Then from the
bhtts all manner of things would pop up. Enemy machine guns,
Sections, etc., represented by figure target® were all" operated bv the
markers, the chief operator being Sgt. MacWalter, M.M., D.C.M." We
must thank him from our point of view, the way the enemy carried out
their movements. It was all done very well "and keen interest was
taken in operations by each platoon.
Points were given and taken accordinglv, by the way in which the
platoons worked, during the attack. While some criticised others
took points and by the time the last Platoon took part, their move
ments, etc., were nearly perfect.
No. 9 Platoon were the winners of the " Shoot" ; their fire control
was very good, which led to them obtaining a big score and winning
by an easy margin of 62 points (or hits) in front of the 2nd Platoon,
No. 12 and then No. 11 and No. 10 respectively.
The judges were Capt. H. C. Morley, Lt. Airv, 2/Tvt. Nicholson,
C.S.M. Tong and C.Q.M.S. Taylor.
Cricket has been the chief sport and many good games have been
played. There has been little time for too much sport as everyone
has been spending his time in getting his eye down. Since we have
been in camp we have discovered a barber. He is well known by the
name of " Robbo," who has blossomed forth as a barber of Westend
fash on. His "bobbing" and "Shingling" is well known amongst
the Company Employed, even our " Rachel" risked a " tanner" on
the " Os."
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We are at present at Bovington enjoyingour usual summer holidays.
The march here was quite pleasant and I think everyone enjoyed it,
especially the hour's halt and the haversack rations. AS it was Satur
day when we arrived, we managed to " wangle " out of church alright
with the exception of one who represented the Platoon and offered up
a short prayer for all those poor sufferers with blistered feet.
The weather here has (so far) been fairly warm and we are all looking
brown and healthy, but as it was too warm for comfortable marching
we went to Lulworth Cove by motor lorry to fire for the A R A Machine
Gun Cup. No 1 Section fired on the Saturday and made quite a
respectable score of 883. No. 2 Section had an extra ride out on the
Monday, but failed to reach No. 1 Section's score by 2. It was certainly
a close finish and there was some really remarkably good shooting by
both sections.
On the 14th we held our sports and to give the Signals a treat we
allowed them to compete. The first event was a SubSection relay
race. This was won by "D" Sub.Section and as the points for this
event count towards the SubSection Cup, "D" SubSection made
certain of it.
The next event was the 100 yards. Pte. King won this in fine style
and Pte. Parsons was second.
The only event in which the Signals got a lookin was the mile,
but it is not to be wondered at, as the poor lads were stiff through
sitting cramped up in a nasty stuffy train.
Yard ran well in the mile, but was beaten by about 200 yards by
Stevens (Sigs.) who ran strongly from the start to the finish. Cpl.
Watson finished a close third.
King again won the half mile, and Farmer (Sigs.) was second. King
took the lead from the start and gradually increased it, winning easily
by about 150 yards.
The 120 yards hurdles was won by Acott who ran in slacks and army
boots. He should be a flier if trained. Parsons was second, but he
had done a lot of running previous to the final of the hurdles and was
tired.
The tugofwar was a close thing, but we managed to get going and
won the first two pulls, although we must give the signals credit for
putting up a game fight for it.
Swimming is the craze just now, and we trot off every afternoon to
the river Piddle (or Trent). It is quite warm now and we expect to
turn out a team of dolphins in a week or two.
The rest of the Battalion arrived yesterday, and we expect to spend
all our spare time now scheming schemes (or scheming dodging 'em.)
Sgt. Petley is attached to the Platoon, but has not as yet taken an
active part in any of our stunts.

Answers to Correspondents.

Athletic Match, " A " v. t( D " Company.

Joe (and others).—Watercress is quite a good diet for tea, but its best
gathered when the M.P.'s are sleeping.
W.D.B.—No. The front cover catch did not need repacking. The
escape of water was due to the wheel being loose.
W.W.—I think Army boots are best worn on training, but nobody
would have the least objection to your wearing slippers instead.
H.T.—Send your claim for 1 pair S.D. trousers to War Office. Don't
forget to say they were damaged when the lorry overturned, and
not worn out through doing No. 1 on rough ground.
CLEARING PLUG.

It was a very interesting and sporting turnout and at one time
looked like being a close finish,but by No. 15 Platoon winning the Inter
Platoon Relay Race and the Company the TugofWar, the Company
finished 10 points the lead.
J.C.B.S.
100 YARDS.
Lt. Haggard
"D" Cpl. Wilkins "A" L/c. Kelly
"A"
11 sees.
PUTTING THE WEIGHT.
Lt. Haggard "D" L/Sgt. Vye
"D" Sgt. Smith
"A"
31 ft. 6 ins.
]INTER RELAY RACE.
15 Platoon
1 Platoon
2
4
HIGH JUMP.
L/c. Jewell
"D" Lt. Haggard "D" Cpl. Tomlin "D" —
6
Two MILES.
L/9gt. Hodges "A" Pte. Batstone "D" Pte. Knight "D" 3
3
11 .mins. 25 2/5 sees.
440 YARDS.
L/C. Jewell
"D" Cpl. Trice
"D" Pte. West
"A" 1
5
120 YARDS.
Pte. Parker
"A" L/c. Kelly
"A" Cpl. Tomlin "D" 5
1
HURDLES—ONE MILE.
L/Sgt. Hodges "A" Pte. Ashmore "D" Pte. Maunder "A" 4
2
5 mins. 26 3/5 sees.
220 YARDS.
L/c. Kelly
"A" Cpl. Wilkins "A" Cpl. Tomlin "D"
26 2/5 sees.
880 YARDS.
L/Sgt. Hodgds "A" Opl. Trice
"D" Pte. Addy
"D"
2 mins. 24 sees.
LONG JUMP.
Lt. Haggard "P" Cpl, WiSkins "A" Pte. Murphy "D"
18 ft. 11 in.
TUGOFWAR.
"I?* Coy.
"A" Coy.

THE SIGNALS.
(Wind Disturbers.)

A Very interesting Athletic Match took place between "A" and
"D" Companies on July 7th. Due to a lot of work on Lt. C. Haggard's
part they went off without a hitch.
The, 100 yards was a very close race between Lt. Haggard and
Cpl. Wi&ins of "A" Company. The outstanding feature of the Sports
was L/Sgt. Hodges in winning the 880 yards, one mile and the' two
miles. No. 14 Platoon won the InterPlatoon competition gaining
14 points, 13 Platoon being second with 12 points, and 15 third with
9 points. The match was won by "D" Company with 41 points against

Here we are again in the land of sand and heather getting nice and
fit once more. We are at present doing a few stunts over the bumps.
We came out on the 7th and have been doing a few Signal schemes with
out troops and now the Battalion is here we are doing them with troops.
I think the few schemes we did before the Battalion arrived gave the
lads an idea of what was wanted when out with the Battalion. I must
say that up to the present they have worked well. Some of the Sigs.
have been down the stream trying to swim and some have gone down
with a stout heart intending to learn, but I am sorry to say they have
not had pluck enough to take their clothes off when they got there.
Classification came off on the 2nd and 3rd and we received the results
a few days back; only four failed out of 31 ; well done, the Sigs.,
keep it up.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. J. Bentley on coming out top of the
roll. This is a good show, especially as he only commenced last
November. We also congratulate Pte. Johnson on being top of the
roll of the Young Hands. Ptes. Young and Linkens tied for second
place. The results on the whole were good, the lowest aggregate
being 98*5. Our failures did not fail badly : Kavanagh and Styles
failed on Buzzer reading, Sorrell failed on Lamp reading and Washing
ton failed to get an aggregate of 98 per cent; better luck next time.
Kavanagh is now with "B" Company and we all wish him the best of
luck.
Evidently Mr. King and L/Sgt. Field have passed the halfway
examination at Catterick and we are hoping they will pass in the Fihal.
We expected Sgt. Field down to see us at the halfway ; I take it the
country up North is drawing.
We are wondering how Chippy is getting on at the School; we
do not hear much of him. I hear he returns in April.
The Machine Gunners had some sports last week and invited the
Signallers to some events. We gave a demonstration of how the mile
should be run, this beingabout the only event we made a good show at.
We gave them a pull on the rope, but we did not succeed. Although
we gave them a gqod pull, we did not expect to win because the M.G.'s
have the brawn arid we have the brain and we cannot have both.
FLAGS.
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Beneath Bell
Harry.11.30
Aug. 17. Tuesday.

S

UMMER is here at
last with a venge
ance and we are all
grumbling at the heat.
It is always the way,
though ;
we
grumble
because we cannot get
something
and
when
eventually we do get it,
we complain all the louder.
Canterbury
Week
draws near and by the
time these lines are read
we shall be in the midst
of the festival. It is good
news to hear that the
2nd Battalion Band will
again be here so that once
more we shall have two
Buffs' bands playing on

the cricket ground.
Hearty congratulations to Captain T. Cook on the
well deserved M.B.E. awarded him in the Birthday
Honours List. It is sad to think how near his time
is to its close.
Congratulations also to LanceCorporal J. Kemp
on being awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct
medal.
A company of the 1st Queens camped in the Old
Park for a few days whilst on a company march early
this month. We were very glad to be able to make
them welcome at the Depot, but they were too hard
at work for us to be able to entertain them as
we should have wished.
It was a great pleasure for us to put up a few of the
Officers and .some 70 N.C.O.'s of the 4th Battalion, who
assembled in Canterbury on 19th June for a tactical
exercise. It is hoped that 4th Battalion Officers will
remember that they are honorary members of the
Depot Mess and that they will not hesitate to warn in
for a meal or ask for a bed whenever they like.
The January Squad have now gone to the 2nd
Battalion and will have arrived just in time for
battalion training. The Physical Training Competition
for this squad took place on July 12th, Pte. G. Wilson
being the winner of the silver medal. Pte. H. Amer
was the winner of the A.R.A. bronze medal in this
squad.
C.Q.M.S. C. Smith left us on July 15th for Portland.
We wish him and his family the best of luck in their
new quarters.
The cricket team is flourishing and has had several
notable successes recently, chief amongst these being
a victory over a strong team of the East Kent
Ramblers. They were unfortunate in only drawing
at Maidstone on June 29th, the Queen's Own with only
1 wicket to fall and 31 runs to make being saved by the
clock. Captain Willows and Mr. Penlington are on
leave in the neighbourhood and should prove valuable
assets to the side.
The past month has seen the last of what, in the
shape of the old water tower has been a local land
mark for the past fifty years, the Royal Engineers
having decided to remove it to be erected elsewhere.
Captain Peareth paid us a short visit before
returning to Gibraltar and we hope to see Captain
Sandilands before he sails for the vSudan.
The following is the programme for Depot Cricket
Week
Aug. 14. Saturday. 11.30 a.m. Past v. Present
Buffs.
16. Mondav.
11.30 a.m. Depot v. Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment Past and Present.
8.30 p.m. All Ranks Dance in
the Gymnasium.

a.m. Depot v. Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment Past and Present.
18. Wednesday. 11.30 a.m. Depot v. Band of
Brothers.
19. Thursday. 11.30 a.m. Depot v. Band of
Brothers.
The Depot Band will play on the cricket ground
each afternoon.
SERGEANTS' MESS.

The Spoon Shoot for May and June took place on 16th June, when
C.Q.M.S. Smith took the Silver Spoon, whilst L/Sgt. Petley won the
Wooden Spoon for May and Sgt. Larkin for June. C.Q.M.S. Smith
is to be congratulated on completing the halfdozen silver spoons.
Hearty congratulations to C.Q.M.S. Smith, C.Q.M.S. Coaster and
Sgt Martin on their promotions, and also to L/Sgt. Marsh on his
appointment. Both the new C.Q.M.Sergeants have had previous
experience as Acting C.Q.M.Sergeants, so should soon settle down
to their new duties.
, ,,
On 19th June, a strong party of the 4th Battalion came to the
Depot for a couple of days in connection with their summer training
programme. There were no less than 33 members of the 4th Battalion
Sergeants' Mess present and we extended a very hearty welcome to
them. R.S.M. Verlander and C.S.M. Jones were busily engaged,
whilst Sergt.Instrs. Freeman, Dennis and Buxton also had plenty to
do. We were glad to see them all looking so fit and up to the mark on
eOne of the oldest soldiers to attend was C.S.M. " Tim " Rylott, who
was a ColourSergeant in a regular battalion as far back as 1895. He
looks just as fit as he did 20 years ago when ColourSergeant of G at
Harrismith, in spite of the fact that he also found his way to Mespot
as R.Q.M.S. of the 5th Battalion during the Great War.
R.Q.M.S. Arnold was also present—as busy as ever—as well as
C.S.M. Whalley who served with the 2nd Battalion in Salonika m

Other 4th Battalion notabilities present wereC.S.M. Wood,
C S M Tohnson, C.Q.M.S. Bishenden, C.Q.M.S. Wisdom, C.Q.M.S.
Foliettfour worthy Caterer), Sgt. (O.R.S.) Jackson (Garrison electrician)
Sgt Dmr. Tripp (who has every reason to be proud of his splendid
Corps of Drums at Dover), Sgts. Jennings, Marshall, Woodland, Clancey,
Davison, Twyman, Watson, Cooper, Roberts. Ames (ex2nd Battalion
Transport), Doe, Terry, Dixon, Morrison, Twyman, Webb. Beal, Fuller,
Vousden, Rich, Wood (ex2nd Battalion Drums), etc.
During the first evening of their stay a quartette of the r.F. at the
billiard table were duly introduced to our " jazz " balls, much to the
delight of the " inoffensive " and highly amused onlookers
L/Sgt. Petlev left us on 25th June and C.Q.M.S. Smith left us on
15th Julv, both/having been reposted to the 2nd Battalion.
We wish C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Smith and family and also L./bgt. and
Mrs Petley the best of luck and health in the future.
Another verv old soldier who paid us a visit during the month was
exCr Sgt. T. L Perman. He was Cr.Sgt. of "G" Company, 2nd
Battalion as far back as 1886, and we were glad to note that he is
exceedingly fit for his age.
On the 29th June we entertained the members of the Sergeants
and Corporals' Messes of a Company of The Queen's Regiment, who
were temporaiilv encamped on the Old Park, whilst on a marching
tour from Dover. Matches at billiards, darts, crib, etc., etc., were
indulged in and a very merry evening spent.
A Mess Outing to Hastings by Charabanc has been arranged for
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Bromley on qualifying Q.l. at Hythe,
and also to L/Sgts. Maplesden and Peete on their appointments. L/Sgt.
Maplesden is at present attending a Course at the S. A.S., Hythe where
we trust he keeps up the good reputation already obtained by N.C.O. s
On°15th July we entertained the Corporals and their families to an
"At Home" on the Tennis Court. Some interesting matches were
arranged, whilst those not playing tennis indulged in Rounders or Clock

SCn

GOlk sumptuous Tea was most efficiently served by the N.A.A.F.I.,
after which tennis matches were resumed, and, in addition, a Ladies
v. Gents Cricket Match took place. Needless to say, this proved to be

^efThe ^warrn weather of the previous few days did not, however,
continue, but we nevertheless, had a very enjoyable time, the arrange
ments having been so excellently prepared and carried out.
CORPORALS' MESS.

Summer is here, and was kind enough to remain over our outing
°n WeleftUie Depot en route for Brighton at 7.15 a.m. in a Charabanc
de luxe belonging to the East Kent Road Company. Everything
calculated to contribute to the comfort of the passengers was there,
including electric lighting over the steps to " show you the way to go
home " Thanks to expert driving we did the journey in excellent time.
The countryside was looking its best, and our spirits soared as we
approached our destination. Our first stop was at Tenterden, reached
at about 8.30 a.m., and we stayed there for a quarter of an hour,
purchased newspapers and then reembarked. Several otber parties
were on the road by this time, one of which seemed to be banging
about outside a hostelry waiting for it to "open.
As they had two
hours to wait, let's hope they had just arrived and Were not just start
ing.
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We next came to an " Anchor " at Ringmer, where owing to the
landlord's dock being wrong, there was a slight pause. However,
in response to vodferous demands for " lemonade " he at last relented
and we went inside. Half an hour later we were speeding towards
Lewes climbing a hill feature with an extraordinarily steep gradient:
but the back axle hdd all right, hence these notes.
Brighton at last, with its famous Piers, not to mention the Ten
Tribes of Israel who migrated there during the late Air Raid season.
Pulling up on the front just beyond " Jolly Jumbo's," our party
split up and went off in various directions (some not very far for a start),
warned to assemble at the same spot at 6 p.m.
To go into their various adventures would take up too much space,
but all agreed that the time had gone too quickly.
We stopped on the way home at Tenterden where " Murky
Richard's" seemed to attract most of the party. However, it was
father difficult to distinguish people in the dark ; but once in the day
light again recognition was made by cobwebs and bumped foreheads
(both from overhanging beams). This (the bumps) did in no way
diminish the cheeriness of the party who burst into songon the slightest
provocation.
Our next rest before reaching Canterbury is not worthy of mention.
We are all agreed that the outing was an enormous success carried
through without a hitch and in the greatest possible comfort.
Here's to the next.
ELGEESEE.

Tennis.

On July 15th we were most kindly entertained by the W.O.'s and
Sergeants to a Tennis " At Home."
Unfortunately the weather turned boisterous and there was a strong
wind blowing during the playing off of the various sets. The Sergeants
gained a welldeserved victory of 3 matches to 1. We are rather
wondering what we can challenge them to next ? Anyway, we must
certainly have a return at Tennis. There were some very good games,
and the following were the scores 
R.S.M. Potter and Mr. Follett lost to Cpl. McNulty and L/Cpl.
Clinker, 60, 60, 64.
C.S.M. Jones and Sergt. Rowe beat Cpl. Wickham and Cpl. Stubber
field, 61, 56, 60.
C.Q.M.S. Coaster and Mr. Jackson beat L/Cpl. Watts and L/Cpl.
Chapman, 63, 64.
W.O. Collins and L/Sergt. Marsh beat Cpl. Gillett and L/Cpl.
Drake, 2 sets to 1.
In the evening we were all invited to the Sergeants' Mess, where
we had a most enjoyable time. We hope very soon to return our
hosts' splendid hospitality, and show them how very much the members
of the Junior Mess appreciate them.

TRAINED MEN'S NOTES.

Owing to the last Editor catching the Sleepy Epidemic I have
been mug enough to take his place ; perhaps I shall catch it as well.

CRICKET.
We played the All Conquering Corporals once again, but owing to
the fact of having some of our best men away, we were well beaten.
(Who would have thought it). Perhaps it was because Jock, Claude
and Wise were absent; nevertheless, we hope to trounce them next
time.
Our next match was with the recruits, and they were naturally
crushed under our smashing play. Everybody contributed a good
score for their side and we hope to continue doing it in all our matches
henceforth.
Our Trained Men in their Annual W.T. Course are showing good
form, and one or two are thinking of taking a trip to Bisley. Jock
wants to go as he made quite a good score on the range ; the Trained
Men might improve their shooting if they were to patronize the
"Miniature" a bit more and so when they have to fire for their 3/6 a
week they would be more accustomed to the Grouping and other deadly
practices and would not require so much " Poky Pice."

SWIMMING.
We must congratulate the Trained Men who have proved themselves
good swimmers, they think of attempting the Channel Swim this
year; on their form I should think they would do it. Smudger
should ; his feet would prove quite capable for " floats " or " boats "
when he felt tired.
The Farthing Club that was started last month is now in full swing.
At first, Casey being an enthusiast wanted to catch everybody
without his farthing, but lately he has been " stung " himself, so is
a bit wary now. The chief " donors " towards the Club seem to be
Claude, Yank and Stewart ; they put quite a lot in every week and
the funds are getting quite good. We shall soon be thinking of having
our outing on the strength of it, if things carry on thesame asat present.
We must congratulate Pa Eley and Spokes on passing their Machine
Gun Course at Lydd ; Stewart unluckily failed, but we put that down
to too many late nights and "canoodling" ; better luck next year,
" Bo."
The Depot Band are eagerly awaiting the arrival of their home
Battalion's Band at Heme Bay, and in next month's article will appear
a full column of their prowess ; let us hope that the weather behaves
nicely, as they had their share andover last year.
We heartily greet two old friends from the 2nd Battalion in the
shape of Bill Cummings and Dapper Little, to our happy little band of
Trained Men and hope their tour of duty here will be au enjoyable one.
" YANK."

The 4th Battalion.

RILLS for the year are now
pretty well completed and
D
some detachments are proposing?;

to close down during August.'
It is a busy time of yeaf in the
civilian world—either* the sea
side season, or harvesting—so
that a month's rest will not
interfere very .much, with military
work and the Permanent' Staff
may be Abie to get away on a
little leave.
But there still remains a
certain amount of musketry to
be completed and we have, as
usual, entered for all the T.A.R.A.
and Divisional Rifle Competitions,
And there are. many week
end camps and exercises. The
first took place at Canterbury on
19th June. This was a successful and well attended
exercise. Some 80 N.C.O.'s turned up and were
accommodated by the Depot, who, as usual, were
extremely kind to us.
The following weekend Captain Winch had a camp
and tactical exercises at Sissinghurst. As usual, his
company were accommodated in the hopper huts that
used to belong to Captain Cheesman (whom we were
happy to meet again) and an instructive weekend was
spent, terminating in a very realistic battle exercise
on the range. This company competed for the first
part (drill) of the Harris Shield Competition, and
obtained 130*7 points.
During the weekend of 3/4th July,., Lieut. Roger
Poile (whom we hasten to congratulate upon his recent
engagement) held a weekend camp at Wingham for
the Wingham, Littlebourne, Chartham and Canter
bury Detachments. The weekend was somewhat
marred by rain, but on the whole, proved useful and
instructive. Our indefatigable corps of Drums
attended,, played a retreat on the Saturday and
marched the detachments to church on the Sunday.
On June 20th a party of 14 men of the Margate
Detachment under Lt. C. R. Warner visited H.M.S.
Curacoa, at the kind invitation of . Rear Admiral
W. A. H. Kelly, C.B. A tour of the ship was made
under the guidance of the Ships Officer and tea was
provided. The party returned to Margate Pier at
5.45 p.m., after having spent a most interesting and
enjoyable visit.
A weekend camp is planned for "B" Company at
Sittingbourne for the weekend of 24th/25th July to
be followed by another on August 28th at Birchington.
A party of N.C.O.'s are to visit Hythe (to see if the
demonstration platoon there can teach them anything !)
towards the end of August; whilst attachments are
being arranged with the Dover Garrison during their
Brigade training in September.
Since last month we are happy to welcome to the
battalion 2/Lt. R. J. Cheney and 2/Lt. G. H. Mount.
The former is the son of an old 4th Battalion officer
and will train with the Folkestone Detachment. The
latter has had to wait a very long time for his
commission, having become somewhat entangled in
War Office redtape, but is now safely in, and is posted
to Canterbury.
N.E.H.W.
"A" COMPANY.
Margate Detachment.
On Thursday, June 25th wespent a very pleasant evening at Rams
gate in the form of an interplatoon cricket match, which resulted in a
victory for Ramsgate Platoon as follows:—
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RAMSGATE 4TH BUFFS V. MARGATE 4TH BUFFS.
Played on the Warre Recreation Ground on Thursday in last week
and resulted in a win for the Ramsgate 4th Buffs by the narrow margin
of two runs. Scores :—
 RAMSGATE 4TH BUFFS.
MARGATE 4TH BUFFS.
Pte. Williams, b Saffery
5 Sergt. Woodland, b Scott
5
Pte. Gisby, b Woodland
4, Pte. Saffery, c Ansell, b Scott. 13
Pte. Scott, b Woodland
27 L/Cpl. Maxted, b Gisby....
20
Pte. Finch, b Woodland....
5 Lieut. Warner, b Hives
10
Pte. Hives, b Woodland
2 C.M.SJohnson,c Scott,b Gisby 9
Pte. Bill, b Woodland
0 Pte. Twyman, b Finch
3
Pte. Ansell, run out
5 Pte. Pottle, b Finch
3
Pte. White, b Woodland
3 L/Cpl. Bass, b Gisby
1
Cpl. Ashby, b Twyman
4 L/Cpl. Pearce, not out
0
Pte. Garwood, c Woodland, b
Twyman
6 Pte. Turney, c and b Gisby.... 0
Pte. Lampkins, not out
5 Pte. Hughes, c Ansell, b Scott. 0
Extras
1
Extras
1
Total

67
RAMSGATE.

Total

65

Bowling.—Woodland, 6 for 18; Saffery, 1 for 20 ; Maxted, 0 for
24 ; Twyman, 2 for 4.

SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.

We are all pleased to see that our Company strength is still
gradually increasing in spite of the numbers that have completed their
termination of engagement and have taken their discharge. Of course
we shftll still welcome any more recruits that may care to join us at our
respective detachments, especially at Sittingbourne, as we see that the
Royal Artillery have come here to try and open up a Drill Hall opposite
our own. It remainsto beseen if they are lucky or not, but wesincerely
hope that it will not interfere with our own recruiting in Sittingbourne.
Our training still progresses very favourably considering that at
this time of the year everybody is very busy. During the last six weeks
training has been devoted to all outdoor work, the object in view being
to keep everybody interested and, if possible, to encourage any young
men to join our happy Detachment.
We welcome Capt. and Mrs. Dean back from their holiday.
Arrangements are now being made for our Company, including
all our Detachments, to hold a weekend camp on or about the 28th
and 29th of August. It has been suggested that we shall go to
Birchington and we are sure that all ranks will appreciate going to
camp. An opportunity will then be taken to hold some events in the
Harris Shield, especially for the best Platoon Drill. Our Commanding
Officer has kindly consented to come down and do the judging in the
Platoon Drill.
.
Our usual monthly spoon shoot took place on the miniature range
on Thursday, July 1st, twentyseven N.C.O.'s and Men taking part in
it. We congratulate L/c. S. G. Hockey on being the winner of the
silver spoon, with a score of 34. L/c. Corten had a score of 35, but
was handicapped two points as he is still one of the winners of the silver
spoon. Pte. Frost was the winner of the wooden spoon so we all wish
"him better luck next time. (Hard lines, Jimmy ! It is pleasing to
note how well our latest recruits are shooting and it is a credit to them
all to see what good scores they obtain; some of our old deadeyes
are still having hard lines. Still, keep grinding mid you are bound to
be rewarded!
We are all very pleased to hear that a good number of our men
have been able to obtain employment at the Kemsley's Paper Mills
and trust that they will be able to remain permanently in their jobs.
(THE BUSY BEE).
On Saturday next, July 24th, Sittingbourne is to be honoured
by a visit of the full corps of drums of the 4th Battalion, The Buffs,
of which our local Territorial detachment forms a part, and opportunity
will be taken to " beat the retreat" with full ceremonial, in the Avenue
of Remembrance, in the evening. Captain D. J. Dean, V.C., has the
arrangements in hand. The band will be staying over the weekend,
and on Sunday there will be a Church Parade. An unique event in
connection with the local Territorials took place on Monday evening
last, when a team of old Volunteers shot off a match with a team
representing the Sittingbourne detachment. Needless to say, the
keener eyesight of the younger men beat the veterans, who found the
very fine " bar" foresight more difficult to align than the V sight
method. The teams were :—Territorials: Captain D. J. Dean, C.S.M.
F. Wood, Sergt.Instructor H. G. Freeman, Sergt. W. E. Watson,
LanceCorpl. S. G. Hockey, LanceCorpl. C. W. Costen, Private B.
Hambrook, Private L. P. Connell, and LanceCorpl. E. C. Lepper.
Old Volunteers: Messrs. F. F. Boucher (late Lieutenant), O. G.
Hartridge (late R.S.M.), S. Snelling (late coloursergeant), Frank Hinge
(late coloursergeant), A. Hartridge (late Flight Sergeant), T. Smeed
G. Rogers, S. Saddleton and W. G. Matthews (late privates). After
the shoot the visiting team received a warm welcome from Captain
Dean, and Mr. S. Snelling replied. The teams afterwards partook of
light refreshments and drank toasts to each other, and this concluded a
very pleasant evening. There will not be a camp this year in connec
tion with the 4th Battalion, The Buffs, but Captain Dean is busily
engaged in arranging for a weekend camp for the detachment, at which
the socialsidewillnotbeforgotten.

"D" COMPANY.

The month of July has been quite a busy one for the Company
both from the Parade and Social point of view.
Musketry is going on apace, the majority of the Company having
completed the Course. It is gratifying to notice general improvement
in the firing, particularly among the younger members of the Company.
The Machine Gunners have.been utilising the 30 yard range at the
Citadel Barracks and also the Fan Hole Range, good results being
obtained on both ranges. The Lewis Gun firing is decidedly on the
upgrade. The Corps of Drums, under the able direction of Sergeant
Drummer Tripp, has had quite a busy month and as usual has kept up

its reputation in an excellent manner. July 3rd and 4th found them
attached for a weekend Camp with "B" Company, at Wingham.
On the Saturday evening they beat Retreat in the main street at
Wingham and from all accounts they were very much appreciated by
the populace. They, in turn, are also full of appreciation for the way
in which their creature comforts were looked after by Lieut. Poile.
On Wednesday, 7th July, the Drums took their turn in the Beating of
Retreat on the Sea Front, Dover. An appreciative audience of
approximately 2,000 people gave them a good reception and many
romplimfmtflry remarks were passed by their Regular contemporaries
who witnessed the performance. It was certainly the best show they
have put up and the applause accorded them was a great encourage
ment. If the roster is strictly adhered to, the Drums should take then:
next turn on Wednesday, 4th August and they will be very pleased to
see any members of the Battalion on that evening both on the Sea
Front and at the Drill Hall afterwards. At the request of Capt. D. J.
Dean, V.C., the Drums will proceed to Sittingbourne on Saturday,
24th instant, where it is hoped they will give a good account of them
selves.
The Company held two Dances at the Drill Hall during the Dover
Cricket Week. The first Dance on the Monday evening was not very
well patronised, but a very large number assembled on the Wednesday
evening, when the majority of both the Kent and Lancashire Teams
were present. Amongst those present were F. E? Woolley, Hardinge,
Freeman, Wright, Ashdown and Collins of the Kent Team and Make
peace, Watson, E. Tyldesley, R. Tyldesley, Hallows, Duckworth and
Iddon of the Lancashire Team together with the Lancashire Press
representatives. These excellent sportsmen appeared from their
remarks, to have had a very enjoyable evening and quite a
large slice of the conversation during the evening was naturally devoted
A conversation between Lieut. Sherwood and Mr. F. Wyeth, of the
Royal Exchange Assurance Offices, materialised in the form of a two
evening Cricket Match at Kearsney on July 6th and 8th between The
Royal Exchange Assurance and a local Territorial XI. The 4th Buffs
representatives were Capt. B. E HammondDavies, M.C., C.Q.M.S.
Wisdom, Sergt. Terry and L/Cpl. W. Pascall. The '' Terriers " had the
misfortune to lose the match, but thoroughly enjoyable evenings were
spent. On the second evening both teams and supporters ware
hospitably entertained to Supper at the Railway Hotel, Kearsney by
Mr. W. Self, of the Royal Exchange Assurance. During the evening
songs were contributed by C.Q.M.S. Wisdom, Sergt. Terry and L/Cpl.
Pascall. Lieut. Sherwood thanked Mr. Self for his generous hospitality
and the Royal Exchange Assurance for giving the " Terriers" such
an enjoyable game. We are very much indebted to our Adjutant
for raming all the way from Goodnestone on both evenings to skipper
our side.
The congratulations of the Company are due to our Staff Sergeant
Major, C.S.M. Couchman, in becoming "An Old Soldier" by virtue
of being awarded his Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. We
also hope that thereis some truth in the rumour that he has been granted
ayear'sextensiona so u rStaff SergeantMajor.
. . . »
Next month we shall be competing against other local Territorial
Units for the Emdeh Shooting Trophy and have hopes of regaining our
lost laurels of the last two years.

Mrs. Smithers—continued.
morning that we women as to do the little things we
want to and I don't see why these 'ere Barrick
inspections can't "
" Brooms, long handled, soft—where is it, Mrs.
Smithers ?" interjected the QM.
" Well, I 'spects Mr. Smithers 'as taken it on
sweepers wiv 'im as they aint got one."
" Well, he's got no business to " replied the Quarter
master. How can you sweep up a floor without a
broom ? I expect you walk about the room and clean
up the dust with the end of your skirt—most unhealthy
procedure."
, , ,,
„ .
" oh no, Sir.  I admits I aint what they calls m
the fashion, but its far better than walking about a
shop sweeping the dust orf the counter with the end of
yer skirt like they do in some places."
" Boxes, coal, one. Good gracious ! Mrs. Smithers,
how do you expect to carry coal in a box without a
bottom ?"
„
. ,
" I don't, Sir. It's what they calls a married
women's coal box; they 'as a lot down the coal yard.
When yer says 'lift' one box for Mrs. Smithers they
walks out the coal yard wiv the box and leave the coal
be'ind. But, when yer says ' lift' sixtyseven boxes
for the Sergeants' Mess they— "
" Please don't talk so much, Mrs. Smithers. I fail
to see what the Sergeants' Mess has to do with the
matter. You talk absolute rubbish, just like your
husband. In fact I cannot see the slightest difference
between you."
" Well, there is a difference, Sir.
J.E.
(Continued tn October).
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Mrs. Smithers.

H dear, Mrs. Scrubbers, I'm so glad yer've called.
O
I sees we as one of them barrick inspections on
tomorrow; why on earth they picks Saturday

mornings for these troubles—just the day a woman
as to get ready for the next week's work—lick me.
And the fuss they makes about it in the regimental
orders—my word ! listen to this !"
" The Quartermaster will make his monthly
inspection of the married quarters to morrow at
10 a.m. precisely. All utensils on charge must be
laid out according to inventory and to prevent
waste of time the doors of all quarters must be left
open."
Mrs. Smithers seated herself in the armchair
provided for her use through the liberality of a generous
government, wiped the beads of perspiration from her
face with a spare greyback and continued—
" Of course, my dear, I asn't got a coal box
yer know. I 'ad it pinched the last time me 'usband
took it on grass pickin' fatigue: if yer don't mind,
Mrs. Scrubbers, I'll send young Jimmy for yours after
the Quartermaster inspected your place. There'll
be plenty of time my dear, 'cause 'ees got to 'ave a look
at Mrs. 'arris and inspect Mrs. O'Brian after 'ees
finished with you.''
RATATATTAT ! " Goodness me—I wonders who
that is,^ Mrs. Scrubbers ? I 'spects its the insurance
man ; 'e comes every Friday and yer know I do think
some 'ow 'e makes eyes at me. Oh, 'e 43 a nice young
man—so full of everything that's good. All my kids
are in the insurance, Mrs. Scrubbers, and 'e wants me
to take out what they calls a ' Free Gift Policy.' You
know, one of them things yer takes out and pays for
while yer live, so as to make somebody else a free gift
when yer dies. It's a splendid scheme, Mrs. Scrubbers
and yer really ought to join it."
Mrs. Smithers put on a newly ironed apron, touched
up her hair with a table fork and smeared a little self
raising flour on either side of her fresh air inlet. She
had hardly opened the door when the voice of little
Billy Tubbins was heard—
" Mrs. Smivvers—muvver says she's lorst 'er broom
'andle and she wants to know if yer'll ask Mr. Smivvers
to shove 'is out the window arter the Quartermaster's
been round ?"
As the windows of the quarters occupied
respectively by Mrs Smithers and Mrs, Tubbins
adjoined each other, it was quite a simple matter to
diddle the Quartermaster, so Billy went home with the
assurance all would be in order. After the departure
of Mrs. Scrubbers, attention was given to the forth
coming inspection. Taking down the inventory from
off its rusty nail behind the door, Mrs. Smithers
commenced—
" Brushes, sweeping, soft, long 'andled. Now then
you, Jimmy, where's that broom? Go and find it."
" But it aint got an 'andle Muvver. We keeps 'em
down the stables as poles for the Boy Scouts. I've
found the bottom of it, but it aint got no 'air on."
Bang ! poor Jimmy felt the bottom of the article
somewhere round the region of his hind quarters and to
this day feels that he would like to murder the
man who had the audacity to call such an article ' soft.'
" Yer'll go down them stables and get them 'andles,
my boy, and no more will yer 'ave to do with them
scouts. My word : what next ? I 'spects the next
thing we'll 'ere is the orficers as pinched 'em for them
there billiard cues."
After Jimmy's quick exit, Mrs. Smithers called out
the next item on the inventory. " Bass—Bass ? she
the next item on the inventory. " Bass—Bass ?"
she queried. Well I never : Bass—Bass—B
"
" Where ?" interjected Private Smithers, who had
just entered.
"Why, 'ear my dear" at the same time pointing
out the place on the inventory. Only I don't know
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what the other words are, as they seems all rubbed
out."
" Well, yer can't drink that" replied Private
Smithers in disgust. " That's a Bass Broom wiv the
Broom deficient: my word—yer do give a bloke a
fright, a shouting about like that. I thought it was
chuck out time, a screaming Bass all over the place."
Mrs. Smithers continued the good work, but her
actions over the kitchen table caused her husband to
again intervene.
" What are yer doin' wiv that there Cain and Abel ?
First yer climbs over it, then under it, straining yer
eyeballs round the legs of it; what's amatter
wiv yer ?"
" Well my dear, please allow me to know what
I'm looking for. As I've orfer said before—it's a pity
yer don't come and face the Quartermaster yerself,
Yer're just like all the men at barrick inspections: no
sooner do yer 'ear the word ' shun ' and the Quarter
master's voice—no I didn't say ' His Master's Voice '
—yer all jump out the window and leave yer poor wives
to do the dirty work. As I've said before, there's only
supposed to be three marks on this table, but
what with cleaning yer kit on it, yer boots, cutting up
that 'ard bacca, don't be surprised if yer gets put down
for a new one and as I've told yer from the first time
we were married, a kitchen table's not a
"
" Dry up—dry up, old woman. Don't yer know
its a Mark Three table, because it 'as casters on it. It
don't mean it's got three marks on it. Why, there's
blinking 'undreds."
" I don't care if it 'as knobs on—the fact remains
a kitchen table is a kitchen table and not a refuse pit;
I'd be ashamed to 'ave a piece of furniture like it in
Civvy life and
"
" Give us my blinking 'at—I'm goin' to the Canteen
for 'alf an 'ours 'appiness and with a mighty bang of
the door, Private Smithers disappeared.
" That's right!" yelled Mrs. Smithers, out of the
window, to the consternation of her neighbours; " go
and spend the baby's milk money in four ale whilst
yer wive quenches 'er thirst on the inventory. Why,
if I 'ad me day over again, I wouldn't marry a soldier
if 'e stood as 'igh as the Nelson monument: to think
yer as to barf yer kids in the coal box and fry b&ibble
and squeak in the ration tin just because they won't
give us a barf room or a frying pan, is enough to break
the 'eart of any lydy, it is."
" Oh, don't upset yerself, Mrs. Smithers," inter
jected Mrs. Scrubbers, who had popped back for the
loan of a bit of tea and sugar. Remember yer married
'im like I did my 'ole man. Oh, I was so nervous of
'im as we stood at the altar a wondering what 'e was
goin' to do to me."
" I knows all about it my dear," replied Mrs.
Smithers, but yer soon got over yer nervousness when
yer 'eard 'im say ' yes ;' but with all 'is faults, and
failings, I'd rather 'ave Private Smithers a thousand
times than your ole' man as yer calls 'im. Yer know,
I orf en 'ears your 'usband come up the stairs of a night
and it sounds as if it's someone's dorg been taken ill
until Mr. Smithers explains. Oh, my 'usband's so
clever yer know, Mrs. Scrubbers—yes, so very clever
'e is. Why, 'e can tell in a minute if yer gives 'im
more than'll cover a threepenny bit in 'is tea of
a morning.
Next day all was ready for the inspection. At
10 a.m. precisely the Quartermaster appeared on the
scene and by the look on his face it appeared to
be quite a ' put 'em down for a new one' sort
of morning.
" Good morning, Mrs. Smithers."
" Good morning, Sir ?" Why I thinks its orrible
araining like it is, and there aint anything to call good
about it. Yer know Sir, Saturday morning is the only
Continued on page 262.
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.
4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—G. H. Mount (late Cadet Sgt., Tonbridge
School Contingent, Jun. Div., O.T.C.) to be Sec. Lt. (June 30).
RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—Lt. G. E W. Stevens, M.C., late 4th Bn. The
Buffs, to be Lt. (June 19).

The 2nd Battalion.
STRENGTH INCREASE—BOYS.
Recruit Boy H. Dixon enlisted for 1st Battalion The Buffs, attested
12526, period, 9 and 3. Joined Battalion 17526 and posted to
Headquarter Wing.
_ . ,
Recruit Boy A. Garratt, attested 13526, period 9 and 3. Joined
Battalion 17526 and posted to Headquarter Wing.
STRENGTH—DECREASE.
6279293 Pte. J. Durrant, "C," transferred to the Army Reserveon
20626 under K.R.'s, para. 362 (i) and struck off strength.
EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.
The undermentioned candidates were awarded 1st Class Certificates
of Education at an examination held at Portland in March, 1926
Date of Certificate
17426 :—6278571 Sgt. R. Barsotti, "HQ.,
6279244 Pte. F. Bean, "A" ; 6278493 Sgt. G. Cox, "H.Q. ; 6278391
Sgt. G. Fawcett, "H.Q." ; 6278552 Sgt. F. Didwell, M.M., C ; 6282404
L/c. L. De Vroome, "C" (Distinguished in Maths.) (Southern
Command Order 593/1926).
CHANGE OF NAME.
7007219 Cpl. A. Millar, "H.Q.," assumed his true name of Joseph
Henry Courtney Curless, 9626,
DISCHARGE.
6282731 L/c H. Ramsden, "B," discharged under King's
Regulations para. 363 (xvi) on 26526, and struck off strength accord
ingly,
6282745 Pte. F. Waknell, "C," discharged on 9626 under K.R. s
para 363 (viii) and struck off strength.
6279501 L/Sgt. R. Croucher, "B," discharged on 13626, under
K.R.'s para. 363 (xxi) and struck off strength.
6282478 Pte. J. Smith, "B," discharged on 19626 under K.R. s
para. 363 (xvi) and struck off strength.
PROMOTION.
6278175 L/S. R. Adams, "B," promoted Sergeant, 13626 vice
6279389 Smith promoted.
APPOINTMENTS.
6279588 Sgt. F. Joy, "H.Q.," appointed SergeantCook, 26426,
to complete establishment.
6281817 Pte. A. Wilcox, "H.Q.," 6282070 Pte. H. Wilson, "H.Q.,'
appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals, 19—6—26. (Authy:—H.Q. 9th
I.B. No. 1908 d/13825).
LONG SERVICE & GOOD CONDUCT MEDALS.
6278928 Sgt. E. Dowse, M.M., "H.Q.," 6278902 L/c. G. Crouch,
"H.Q.," 6279177 Sgt. A. Jones (Supernumary Strength), awarded the
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (with Gratuity). (Authy:—
List issued with Army Orders for April, 1926).

The Depot.
PROMOTIONS.
6279389 Sgt. C. Smith, promoted ColourSergeant and appointed
C.Q.M.S., 13626, vice 6279083 Manning, discharged. (Authy:—
Officer i/c Records No. R/5068 dated 15126).
6278173 Sgt. G. Coaster, promoted ColourSergeant and appointed
C.Q.M.S., 17626 vice 6278157 Howard promoted. (Authy:—
Officer i/c Records No. R/5068 dated 9626).
7815468 L/Sgt. M. Martin, promoted Sergeant, 17626, vice
6278173 Coaster promoted.
6337420 L/Cpl. A. McNulty, promoted Corporal, 13626, vice No.
6278175 AdamSj promoted. (Authy : O.C. 2nd Buffs, No. K/6183,
d/28626.
APPOINTMENTS.
6279365 Cpl. E. Marsh, appointed LanceSergeant, 13626, vice
6278950 Petley.
6278497 Cpl. T. Maplesden, appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 17626
vice 7845468 Martin promoted.
6279197 Cpl. C. Peett, appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 22626,
vice 6279493 Hassam to Army Reserve.
DISCHARGE.
7255881 Pte. J. Edkins, discharged under para. 363 (xi) K.R.'s
24626. (Authy :—H.Q. Gibraltar No. G.R./19086/A d/14526).
RECRUITS.
Pte. W. Milne, attested 19626.
Pte. S. Mills, attested 3726.
Pte. J. Hadlow, attested 30826.
Pte. J. Gowen, attested 2726.
Pte. J. Wild, attested 6726.
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.
6278071 R.Q.M.S. G. Ings, further continuance in the Service
beyond 21 years, approved for one year until 24328. (Authy :—
Officer i/c Records No. R/4971, dated 5726).

ATTACHED.
6278366 Sgt. C. Dennis and 6281628 Pte. T. Pitchford, attached
from 1st Battalion w.e.f. 20626.
6278950 L/Sgt. A. Petley, ceased to be attached to Depot, w.e.f.
26626.

2647978 Sgt.Instr. T. Fletcher (A.P.T.S. attached), attached to
11th Hussars, whilst undergoing Course at Headquarter Gymnasium,
Shorncliffe, w.e.f. 7726.
6281192 Pte. W. Eley, 6282086 Pte. H. Stuart and 6281924 Pte. J.
Spokes, attached to 1st Battalion The King's Own Royal Regiment
from 13726 to 15726, whilst undergoing Reserve Machine Gunners'
Course.
2881628 Pte. T. Pitchford, attached to School of Cookery, 11726,
whilst undergoing Course.
POSTINGS.
6278950 L/Sgt. A. Petley, posted to 2nd Battalion, 13626, and
remains attached to Depot.
6282210 Pte. W. Grigsby, posted to 2nd Battalion 29626, on
discharge from R.V. Hospital, Netley, and struck off strength
accordingly.
The undermentioned men were posted to the 2nd Battalion w.e.f,
14726 :—
6283070 Pte. E. Abbott, 2214023 Pte. H. Amer, 6283091 Pte R
Brittain, 6283071, Pte. S. Bone, 6283089 Pte. A. Chapman, 6283092
Pte. T. Crampton, 6283087 Pte. S. Curtis, 6283074 Pte. S. Girt, 6283085
Pte. J. Greenfield, 761007 Pte. G. Hadley, 6283079 Pte. G. Haines,
6699798 Pte. G. Hollands, 6282996 Pte. G. Howard, 6283077 Pte. J.
Jones, 6283086 Pte. J. King, 6283090 Pte. R. Lennard, 6699799 Pte.
T. Litton, 6283083 Pte. F. Littlewood, 6283093 Pte. H. May, 6282997
Pte. J. Newman, 6281945 Pte. L Pain, 6283080 Pte. R. Rose, 6283075
Pte. W. Snell, 6283078 Pte. S. Terry, 6283084 Pte. T. Webb, 6283094
Pte. G. Willson, 6283081 Pte. H. Woodgate.
6281751 Pte. W. Maynard, posted from 2nd Battalion w.e.f. 20626.
6278479 Cpl. T. Maplesden, 6282387 Pte. R. Cummings, 6281652
Pte. A. Little, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion w.e.f. 27626.
6279197 Cpl. C. Peet, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion w.e.f.
29626.

6279030 Pte. J. Read, posted to Depot from 1st Battalion w.e.f.
3726.
TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
6279493 L/Sgt. C. Hassam, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R.'s, 22626.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength of the Battalion and posted to Companies as shown :—
6283303 Pte. K. Bishop, "B" (S), 22526; 6283302 Pte. E. Kemp,
"C" (T), 5526.
TRANSFER.
6196669 Pte. J. Allen, "D" (F), transferred from 7th Battalion
Middlesex Regiment w.e.f. 15626.
REENGAGEMENTS.
6281209 Cpl. A. Gilligan, "D," reengaged for 4 years w/e from
11726.
, ,
6278029 L/c. E- Heathfield, "C," reengaged for 4 years w/e from
30626.
6281669 Cpl. W. Setterfield, "D," re engaged for 4 years w/e from
20726.
DISCHARGES.
6281589 Pte. F. Butler, "A" (R), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 64—26.
6281594 Pte. T. Cotter, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 21426.
6282524 Pte. L. Cox, "B" (S), discharged under Para. 1936 (a)
T.A.R. auth. K.I.B. 2540/1 of 10526.
6281584 Pte. H. Foad, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 6426.
6282592 Pte. S. Gibson, "D" (F), discharged, having joined Regular
Army (10th Hrs.), w/e from 26526.
6281646 Pte. P. Good, "C" (H), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 23—5—26.
6281617 Pte. E. Griggs, "A" (R), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 9426.
6281609 Pte. W. Groom, "A" (R), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 9426.
6281526 Pte. W. Harrison, "D" (D), discharged on Termination
of Engagement w/e from 8226.
6281630 Pte. J. Marley, "A" (R), discharged on Termination
of Engagement w/e from 19426.
6282868 Pte. D. Skinner, "C" (H), discharged under para. 1936
(a) T.R.R. auth. K.I.B. 10526.
6281979 Pte. R. Thundow, "A" (X.B.), discharged under para.
1933 T.A.R. w/e from 25626. Auth. O.C. 4th Battalion The Buffs.
6282464 Pte. W. Warner, "B" (S), discharged under para. 1933
T.A.R. w/e from 25626. Auth. O.C. 4th Battalion The Buffs.
6280903 Pte. W. Wheatley, "B" (C), discharged on Termination
of Engagement w/e from 19126.
6281593 Pte. H. White, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 20426.
6281615 Pte. W. Wright, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 25426.

No.

G

September, 1926.

Personalia.

ENERAL The Right Honourable Sir Arthur
Paget visited the Depot on 26th August,
when he inspected a full strength parade. In
a short speech General Paget said how proud
he was to take away in his mind, after what
might possibly be his last inspection of troops,
the impression of the smart soldier like
appearance of all ranks on parade; he wished
all serving at the Depot the best of good
fortune during their time in the army, and
afterwards in civil life.
After the parade, Sir Arthur visited the
Sergeant's Mess where he presented a hand
some prize to be competed for on the range.
General Paget was looking very well, and
we feel sure that it is the hope of the Regiment
that he may continue to be Colonel of the
Regiment for many years.
Lord Harris writes that he is recovering
from his recent illness. Needless to say, his
indisposition during Canterbury Cricket Week
caused universal regret.
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell was at
Canterbury to see The Buffs play The Band of
Brothers.
The match was a draw, each side only
completing one innings, the total being slightly
in favour of The Buffs. Sir Arthur was also
present during one day of the Australian
match.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge has been
doing good work among the grouse in
Yorkshire.
Sir Guy is coming south for the next
meeting of The Regimental Committee on the
5th instant.

Price Sixpence.

Brig.General and Mrs. Hickson, both of
whom we are glad to hear are very flourishing,
are still at Cheltenham.
Colonel R. F. Pearson, who is settled down
at Painswick (Glos.) has accepted the post of
Secretary to the Gloucestershire Branch of
the National Playing Fields Association.
Colonel Pearson has recently been in camp
(as Camp Commandant) at Charlton Park,
Cheltenham, with the Public Secondary
Schools Cadets. An account of their in
spection by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales will
be found on page 274.
We offer onr congratulations to Colonel
J. Kennedy on his wellearned promotion to
the command of a brigade in India.
Both Colonel and Mrs. Kennedy will be
very much missed by the 2nd Battalion as well
as by many other Buffs.
We are glad to announce that LieutCol.
P. W. Gniness, Chaplain to the Forces at
Canterbury, has returned to duty. We trust
that he will soon have quite recovered from
his very serious illness.
We congratulate the 1st Battalion on
winning the Nicholson Cup at cricket.
This Cup was presented by General Sir
Lothian Nicholson when he was Governor of
Gibraltar, one of the conditions of the
competition being that only one officer is to
play in each team.
Major W. H. Booth, who has been
motoring in the west of England, has gone to
Rossshire for deerstalking.
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Major J. C. Crookenden is at present home
on leave from Gibraltar.
We regret that Major G. T. Hickman was
prevented, owing to sudden indisposition, from
being present at the Dublin Horse Show. He
was taken ill en route and forced to return
home. We are glad that he has now quite
recovered and was able to be present at The
Canterbury Cricket Week.
Major Hickman is to be very heartily
congratulated on the success of the Canterbury
Horse Show. He was Chairman of the Com
mittee, but we can vouch for the fact that his
labours extended far beyond those usually
pertaining to this office. It was " a one man
show " and we hope that all concerned realized
the fact.
There were record entries for all classes.
The attendance was satisfactory and we
venture to predict a handsome balance credit.
The marriage of Captain H. P. Parish
Robertson to Miss Mabel Maureen Dawson
will take place this month at Calabar,
Southern Nigeria.
We offer our best wishes.
We offer our sincerest sympathy to the
parents and relatives of Mr. J. S. Silverthorne,
late The Buffs (1st and 3rd Battalions) on his
death by drowning whilst assisting in saving
life at the Marina Bathing Station, Ramsgate,
last month.
Mr. J. S. Silverthorne was seriously
wounded in the war and at the time of his
death was proprietor of a Coffee Stall.
Mr. Silverthorne, fully clothed, with others
rushed to rescue a youth who had got into
difficulties, and though the latter was saved,
Mr. Silverthorne was drowned.
This very gallant action of their son will,
we hope, help his parents to bear their loss
bravely.
Among numerous others seen at Canter
bury during the Cricket Week, we noticed Mr.
O. Mason (on duty for the Kentish Express),
Mr. Keachey and Mr. W. Church (late 9102
Pte.). The latter, we are glad to hear, has
quite recovered from his accident at Chislet
Colliery and is now driving a miller's van at
Canterbury,

Mr. Rowlett, who was with the 1st
Battalion at Fermoy after the war, is now
living at Littlebourne, where he and his wife
are in service. Mr. Rowlett's father was also
in the Buffs, and was at one time batman to
General (then Captain) Kekewich.

Births.
Fagg.—6282298 Pte. R. Fagg, "H.Q." a son, Reginald
Alexander, born at Weymouth, 19/7/26.
Lewry.—6280087 Pte. E. Lewry, a son, Edmund
William, born at Canterbury, 18/7/26.
Wade.—6278788 Cpl. E. Wade, a son, Edwin Arthur
Charles, born at Canterbury on 5/7/26.

To The Editor, The Dragon.
Dear Sir,
Will you be kind enough through the columns of
The Dragon to express the sincere thanks of the family
of the late Private William Off en Reeves of the 1st
Battalion the Buffs for the sympathy extended to
them in their recent bereavement, and also for the
great respect shown by both officers and men at his
funeral and for the numerous floral tributes sent. It is
very gratifying to the family that he was held in such
great respect, both as a soldier and also as a comrade.
14 Lancaster Road,
Wincheap,
Canterbury.

I remain, dear Sir,
Yours obediently,
JOSEPH REEVES (Father).

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Connecting File. (Royal Canadian Regt.)
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" Artists Rifles' Journal.
" The Gunner."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" On The March."
" The Snapper."
" The Military Gazette."
" The DieHards."
" British Legion Journal."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" Journal of the Society of Army Historical
Research."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of the Nigeria Regiment."
" The Sapper."
" The Lily whites' Gazette."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" Royal Fusiliers' Chronicle."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
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Battles of the Buffs.
CADIZ AND VIGO BAY.
as a possible base for future operations in
Spain, but there was apparently no definite
plan for these operations. Before the sailing
of the expedition, little was known of the
beaches in the vicinity of Cadiz and no plan
of attack on the harbour had been thought
out. All these details were left to be decided
when the fleet arrived in the vicinity of Cadiz,
which practically precluded any possibility of
surprise. Finally the expedition was marred
by continual disagreements between the naval
and military commanders.
Before dealing with the actual expedition
it may be of interest to refer briefly to events
in England between the Peace of Ryswick in
1697 and the outbreak of war again in 1701.

*Monument to Charles Churchill, Colonel of the Buffs from
1688 to 1707, in Minterne Church, Cerne Abbas.

ALTHOUGH
the expedition to Cadiz and
Vigo Bay in 1702 did not achieve very

mnch and failed to influence the course of
operations to any appreciable extent, it
presents many points of interest. It was a
combined operation on a considerable scale ;
a military force of some 11,500 British and
Dutch in 110 transports and store ships being
escorted by 30 British and 20 Dutch menof
war. It was a considerable detachment from
the main theatre of war and at the same time
there was no very definite object for the
expedition. Its nominal objective was the
capture of the fortress and harbour of Cadiz

After the Peace of Ryswick, Parliament
commenced to reduce the strength of the
Army. As a first step the strength of certain
regiments, including Churchill's, was reduced
to 632 of all ranks, but these reductions were
not sufficiently drastic to satisfy Parliament
and in 1698 the House of Commons passed
a peremptorily worded Act fixing the total
strength of the standing Army, all to be
British subjects, at 7,000 in England and
12,000 in Ireland. Many regiments were, as
a result, disbanded ; those which remained
suffered further reductions. The number of
companies was reduced from 13 to 10 and the
strength of a company was to be a captain,
a lieutenant, an ensign, 2 sergeants, 2
corporals, 1 drummer and 36 privates. The
officers who were " axed " were generally put
on halfpay and were given vacancies in their
regiments as they occurred. The most
scandalous feature of the treatment meted
out to the Army was that both officers and
men were deprived of a large portion of the
pay due to them ; pay was frequently months
in arrears and even when it was actually issued
it frequently took the shape of " tallies "
which could only be cashed at a considerable
discount, instead of hard cash. The soldier's
lot in these times was certainly not a happy
one. King William III. was deeply mortified
at the behaviour of Parliament and wished to
abdicate the throne. Parliament committed
a further imbecility by refusing to reenact the
Mutiny Act in 1698 which left the military
authorities without any power to maintain
discipline. The natural result was a wave
of discontent throughout the Army. Parlia
ment itself was flooded with petitions from
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both officers and men praying for the redress
of their grievances, and the country as a whole
was disturbed by gangs of marauders who,
having been disbanded from the Army and
finding themselves unemployed and almost
destitute, with little prospect of obtaining
their arrears of pay, commenced to fend for
themselves and turned to highway robbery.
The Peace of Ryswick did not last long.
The King of Spain died in October, 1700 and
nominated as his successor Phillip, Duke of
Anjou and grandson of Louis XIV. of France.
In direct violation of treaties, Louis accepted
the throne of Spain for his grandson. The
Emperor of Germany protested, King William
deferred his recognition of Phillip as King
of Spain, but could do no more as Parliament
was averse to war. However, Louis XIV.,
recognising that war was bound to come,
determined to be beforehand and threw a
large force into Spanish Flanders and seized
various frontier towns which were garrisoned
according to treaty by Dutch troops.
Eventually, in 1701, England declared war and
a force of 10,000 men was voted by Parliament
to support the claim of the Archduke Charles
to the throne of Spain. Marlborough was
nominated to command, and the expedition
sailed in June, 1701. Churchill's Regiment
was originally to have formed part of the
expedition, but at the last moment the King
decided to go and a Battalion of Grenadier
Guards accompanied him, Churchill's Regi
ment being left in England in its place.
Parliament and the country were still,
however, somewhat lukewarm about the war,
but in September, 1701, Louis XIV. made the
great mistake of declaring the eldest son of
James II., on the death of the latter, to be
King James III. of England. This roused
the temper of the nation and England was
definitely committed to war again. All regi
ments on the establishment were ordered to
be recruited again to war strength. The Cadiz
expedition was planned during the winter of
170102 and Churchill's Regiment was ordered
to join it. The Duke of Ormonde was
in command of the AngloDutch military
forces, about 11,500 strong, with Admiral Sir
George Rooke in command of the allied fleet.
Prince George of Denmark, honorary Colonel
of Churchill's Regiment and Consort of Queen
Anne, who was new on the throne, reviewed
the troops in the Isle of Wight and the
expedition finally put to sea on the 12th July,
1702. Among other British regiments in the
force, was a composite battalion of Grenadier
and Coldstream Guards, The Queen's, King's
Own, Royal Warwicks, Yorkshire Regiment,
Royal Sussex, 1st Worcesters, and a composite

battalion of Royal Fusiliers and East Surrey
Regiment. On 12th July the fleet anchored
outside the Bay of Bulls, some seven miles
from Cadiz. The garrison of Cadiz consisted
of nine regiments of foot, 1,000 horse and some
local militia. The fortifications of Cadiz were
good, and a chain boom, behind which there
were seven menofwar and eight galleys,
defended the entrance to the harbour.
On the 24th August, officers were sent to
reconnoitre landing places, and were successful
in finding three suitable bays. A Council of
War was then held and the Duke of Ormonde
proposed an immediate landing to be followed
up by an assault on the land defences of Cadiz
before the garrison was fully prepared.
Admiral Rooke vigorously opposed this course
and, as Ormonde received little or no support,
it was decided to adopt the Admiral's
proposals, which were to anchor in the Bay of
Bulls, land the expeditionary forces and attack
the outlying fort of Santa Catalina and Port
St. Mary and then to consider what they
should do next.
At daylight on 26th August the troops dis
embarked. Churchill's Regiment was in the
first line of boats. There was a heavy surf
running ; 20 men were drowned and a number
of arms lost. A cavalry charge was made on
the detachment of Grenadier Guards who had
just landed from the first line of boats, but was
repulsed. The navy helped to cover the
landing by engaging the guns of the fort. The
troops then advanced on the town of Rota
which surrendered on 27th August, and the
town of Port St. Mary was occupied the same
day.
Unfortunately, the inhabitants of Port St.
Mary who had fled, had left behind them all
their goods and quantities of food and wine.
The officers were unable to prevent the
hungry and thirsty men helping themselves
and soon looting became general and the
sailors joined in. Discipline vanished, and
many senior officers became involved. The
immediate result was that many influential
Spaniards, who were antiFrench and had
contemplated joining the Allies, were some
what naturally disgusted and kept away.
On 1st September Fort Santa Catalina
surrendered after a brief bombardment and
Ormonde commenced to attack one of the
outworks of the town, and constructed
batteries. Admiral Rooke wanted to bombard
the town : Ormonde persisted in his plan and
an artillery duel ensued between the batteries,
which had been constructed on marshy ground,
and the guns of the fort and the French
menofwar behind the boom. After three
days the besiegers' batteries began to sink in
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the mud and, on 17th September, the siege was
broken off and on 23rd September, Ormonde
broke up his camp. Admiral Rooke had been
anxious to bombard Cadiz, but after con
siderable wrangling his proposal was rejected.
The expeditionary force was reembarked during
24th and 25th and the remainder of the troops
were taken off on 26th September, the grenadiers
of the various regiments forming the rearguard,
Major Negus of Churchill's Regiment being one
of its three cdmmanders. The rearguard per
formed its duties skilfully and the embarkation
was carried through with very little loss. Up to
this stage the whole expedition had proved
one of the least creditable incidents in British
military and naval history. Its object had
been in no wise accomplished ; rather the
indiscipline and looting had alienated any
Spaniards who might have favoured the Allies
and, moreover, there had been considerable
disagreement between the naval and military
commanders, while Ormonde's subordinates
had failed to support him.
The attack on the French squadron and its
convoy of Spanish galleons in Vigo Bay was,
however, to prove a much more successful
venture.
J.F.W.A.
Battles of the Buffs—continued
*Near this place lyes interr'd the body of the
Honble Charles Churchill. Esqr, Fourth Son of Sr
Winston Churchill, of the County of Dorset Knight.
He was at thirteen made page of Honr to Christian
King of Denmark, and at sixteen Gentleman of the
Bedchamber to his brother the renowned Prince
George. His Martial Genius led him to the wars, and
his distinguished Courage and conduct made him soon
taken notice of by his Prince. He was made Major
Generall of Foot, and Governour of Kingsale in Ireland
by King William, and after many battles fought with
great bravery and conduct, was esteem'd one of the
best Commanders of Foot in Europe.
By his Roy all and Gracious Mistriss Queen Ann He
was made Governour of the Tower of London, Generall
of the Army and Generall in chief of Foot, and had a
great and honourable share in the Memorable Battle
at Blenheim; After which for his many and great
Services he was made Governour of Brussels, Colonell
of the ColdStream Regiment of Foot Guards, and
Governour of her Majesty's Island of Guernsea. In
the year Seventeen hundred and two, he marry'd Mary
Daughter, and Sole Heiress of James Gould of Dor
chester, Esqr, Who in honour of his belov'd Memory
Caus'd this Monument to be erected.
His known Bravery, generous Spirit, and friendly
Temper Made him esteemd, and belov'd by all that
knew him.
And his Unalterable affection for the Church, his
Fidelity to the Crown, and Love of his Country have
justly recommended him to Posterity.
He dy'd much Lamented the 29th of December
1714 in the 56th year of his Age.
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The Buffs Roll of Honour.
TT1HERE have been many visitors to the Cathedral
L since the festival started, and special interest
has been shown in the Roll of Honour of the Buffs,
which is kept there. This fact, together with the
various services that have been held since Saturday,
brings home the fact to the casual visitor that, since the
war, Canterbury Week has taken on a new complexion.
Before the war there used to be a double celebration.
In the daytime there was cricket : at night there were
theatricals. Now the celebration is a triple one, for
not only are living cricketers and actors honoured, but
respect is also paid to the dead, who include many
famous Kent cricketers and many Old Stagers. The
Buffs (the East Kent Regiment), of course, are closely
associated with the city of Canterbury. There is a tent
of the Buffs at the cricket ground, and their
band plays during the matches, so that it is only fitting
that special attention should be paid during the festival
to those members of that famous regiment who fell
during the war. On Sunday there was a most
impressive service for men of the Buffs in the Warriors'
Chapel inside the Cathedral, which was attended by
many past and present members of the regiment.
Present members of the regiment also marched through
the city to a drumhead service on the Dane John in the
afternoon.
During the week, too, their memory is kept green
by the presence of the Roll of Honour in the Cathedral.
This is a specially interesting volume. Called " The
Book of Life " it was deposited in the Cathedral two
years ago. It is a handsome volume and beautifully
illuminated. It contains the names of the 6,000 officers
and other ranks of the East Kent Regiment who fell in
the war, and, in one particular, differs from the usual
lists, for the names of the privates are put first in the
book; then come the drummers; then the non
commissioned officers ; and, last of all, the officers,
according to their rank. The 6,000 casualties there
inscribed include the members of eleven battalions,
—ten of the Buffs and one of the " Canadian
Buffs." This volume is now in the Warriors' Chapel
(the Chapel of St. Michael) on a special lectern,
decorated with blue and gilding. So that the vellum
pages may not be spoiled as the result of exposure, one
of them is turned each day by a private of the Buffs,
who is selected for " good conduct and special
attention to duty."
Wreaths have been laid this week on the
memorial to Kent cricketers at the St. Law
ence Ground and on the memorial at the Dane John,
while yesterday morning there was a most im.
pressive service in the open air at the Kent County
Memorial in the Cathedral precincts. The " Memorial
of the Dead," which was then recited, forms a fitting
epitaph to all those men of Kent, whether cricketers,
Old Stagers, or Buffs, who gave their lives in the war.
It is as follows :—" Let us remember with thanks
giving and with all honour before God and man, the
sons and daughters of Kent who died in the Great War,
and all those throughout the British Empire who gave
their lives for King and country."
(The Times).

How to get " The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
i year <?/, 6 months
3 months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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The Past and Present Association.
rpHE Minutes of the 59th Meeting of the Regimental
JL Committee and the Executive Committee of The
Past and Present Association, held at the Depot,
Canterbury, on Sunday, 1st August, 1926, at 10 a.m.
Present:—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B., (in
the Chair).
Colonels J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O. and H.
Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, H. S. Hardy, M.B.E.,
M.C. and J. V. R. Jackson.
Lieut. T. H. Spear (representing 1st Battalion;.
Regimental Committee.
MUSEUM.—With reference to the
suggestion received from Captain A. B. Thomson that
a Regimental Museum should be established at
Canterbury, the Secretary was instructed to circularize
retired officers, Battalion Commanders (past and
present) in order to ascertain, if such an institution
was established, to what extent they would support it
by presenting exhibits.
The Officer Commanding the Depot was requested
in the meantime to consider whether any suitable
accommodation might be made available at the
Depot.
24th Division War Memorial—Le Verguier.—It
was decided that the invitation to send a representative
of the 8th Battalion The Buffs to the unveiling of this
Memorial in October should be accepted.
TALAVERA MEMORIAL.—In view of the fact that the
2nd Battalion is not in favour of subscribing to this
Memorial, the Secretary was instructed to ascertain
from the 1st Battalion whether under the circumstances
they would care to subscribe and be represented at the
unveiling.
QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES OF CANADA.—(a) It was
decided that a draft letter of thanks for the hospitality
extended to the visiting party of The Buffs should be
submitted to General Paget for his approval and
signature ; and (6) In consequence of the land trans
portation in Canada of the visiting party of the
Regiment having been provided free of cost, a balance
credit of approximately £30 remained. It was
therefore decided that this balance should be expended
m providing and presenting a memento of the visit to
the Queen's Own Rifles.
Colonel Kennedy promised to ascertain from the
manufacturers the cost of a silver model similar to one
in possession of the 2nd Battalion.
FINANCE.—(a) A grant of £3 was approved to
Mr.
to purchase stock for his newly acquired
tobacco kiosk ; (b) A grant of £20 to the 1st Battalion
from the Benevolent Fund was approved, to enable the
Battalions to deal with local appeals deserving of
assistance; (c) Certain proposals and recommenda
tions having been received from the United Service
Trustee regarding investments having been received,
the Secretary was instructed to refer these to the
Association's Financial Adviser. Major Tomlinson
also agreed to institute certain inquiries ; (d) It was
decided that the request from Mr.
for a loan of
£10 to enable him to purchase a sow, could not be
approved; (e) A loan of £30 to Mr.
was
approved; the Secretary was instructed to make
arrangements regarding repayment.
COTTAGE HOMES.—It
was decided that the
Insurance on the Homes should be increased from
£2,280 to £2,800.
REGIMENTAL

NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
Committee Meeting should be held at the Depot,
Canterbury, on Sunday, 5th September, 1926, at
10 a.m.
NEW MEMBERS.
The following are the New Members ot
Association for the period 18/7/26 to 18/8/26 :—

the

Mr. H. G. Murrell, Mr. P. D. Wood, Mr. S. Hardinge, Mr. C. Marsh,
Mr. W. Hardinge, H. C. de L. Walters, Esq., Mr. A. J. Binghame,
Mr. W. Boulding, Mr. J. Danton, Mr. Purver, Mr. T. Wise, Mr. H.
Miller, Mr. A. W. Lyle, Mr. G. Greenland, Capt. M. Dorman, Mr. H.
Burt, 6283114 Pte. T. Allen, 6283096 Pte. P. Crane, 6283101 Pte. B.
Dale, 765233 Pte. E. Edwards, 6283110 Pte. A. Files, 6283100 Pte. E.
Firrell, 759896 Pte. Griggs, 6283115 Pte. A. Hollands, 6283097 Pte. A.
Mansfield, 6283107 Pte. F. Lloyd, 6283102 Pte. Pascall, 757594 Pte.
Pulman, 6283109 Pte. Peacock, 761670 Pte. S. Reader, 6283099 Pte.
Stark, 6283104 Pte. A. Stitson, 6283098 Pte. W. Turner, 6283113 Pte.
S. Vant, 6283073 Pte. S. Whitaker, 6283106 Pte. W. White, Mr. S.
Dane, Mr. R. Kennett.
C. W. Smith, Esq.

LIFE MEMBERS.

DONATIONS.
The following Donations have been made to the
Benevolent Fund for the period 18/7/26 to 18/8/26 :—

I s. d.
A. C. Grant, Esq.
H. de L Walters, Esq.
A. H. Charlton, Esq. .
Lt.Col. R. Bright

0 10 0
0 10 0
0 2 0
1 0 0

DISBURSEMENTS.

The following disbursements have been made from
the Benevolent Fund during the period 18/7/26 to
18/8/26 :—
1926.
July 19.
19.
20.
20.
21.
23.
23.
23.
24.
24.
24.
26.
27.
27.

28.
28.
28.

Aug.

29.
31.
3.
3.
3.

6.

7.
7.
July 31.
Aug. 7.
9.
9.

10.
10.
10.
16.

Payment for 1 day's work
Payment for 2 days' work
Grant
Grant
Payment for 2 days' work
Grant
Grant
Grant
Payment for 8 days' work
Payment for 3 days' work
Fare to London to enable man to attend
hospital
Payment for 1 day's work
Grant
Payment for 1 day's work
Loan
Grant
Payment for 1 day's work
Payment for 1 day's work
Payment for 2 days' work
Grant
Grant
Loan ...
Loan ...
Grant
Grant
...
...

Payment for 1 week's work
Payment for 1 week's work
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
...
...
...
Grant
.
Grant to 1st Bn. to assist them in dealing
with local appeals

£ s. d.
0 5
0 10

1 0 0
2 0
0 10

0
0

1 0 0

5 0 0
3 0 0
1 12

0

0 15 0

0
5
0
0

0
0
0
0
5 0
. 5 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
1_ 0_ 0

1 10

0

0 0
8 0
8

0

0 10
3 0
20

0

0

B. and W. FISKMOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
Note New Address.
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Other Regiments.
No. XX.

The Devonshire Regiment.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental Colour:—" Dettingen,"
" Salamanca," " Pyrenees," " Orthes," " Nivelle,"
" Nive," "Orthes," "Toulouse," "Peninsula,"
" Afghanistan, 187980," " Tirah," " Defence of
Ladysmith," " Relief of Ladysmith," " South
Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour :—" La Bassee, 1914,"
" Ypres, 1915, '17," " Loos," " Somme, 1916, '18,"
" Bois des Buttes," " Hindenburg Line," " Vittorio
Veneto," " Doiran, 1917, '18," " Palestine, 1917—
18," " Mesopotamia, 191618."
*

*

*

*

The 1st Bn. Devonshire Regt. (shortly moving from
Blackdown to Gibraltar in relief of the 1st Battalion
The Buffs) was raised in 1685 from those men of Devon
and Somerset who remained loyal to James II. during
the Monmouth Rebellion. The first Colonel of the
Regiment was the Duke of Beaufort, who figures in
Conan Doyle's novel " Micah Clark." The present
2nd Battalion of the Regiment, shortly returning to
Devonport from a long tour of foreign service, was
raised in 1858.
The Regimental Badge is an eightpointed Star, in
the centre of which is the Castle of Exeter, with the
motto " Semper Fidelis " (Always Faithful) surrounded
by a circular band bearing the title of the Regiment.
This motto, supposed to have been given to the City
of Exeter by Good Queen Bess, who was so valiantly
served by the " Dogs o' Devon," is particularly suit
able for a Regiment whose fidelity has so often been
tested and proved beyond reproach.
Active service in Ireland, at the Relief of
Londonderry and the Battle of the Boyne ; service
with Marlborough on the Continent and against the
combined armies of France and Spain in Portugal;
an unsuccessful attack on Quebec and two campaigns
against the Scottish J acobites were all crowded into the
first 25 years of the Regiment's existence, and later
the Regiment fought at Dettingen and helped to re
capture Carlisle from Bonny Prince Charlie's rebels.
But the Regiment's first real opportunity of gaining
distinction was at Roucoux, when the 11th (Devons)
and 19th (Green Howards) held a position which was
assailed time and again by a French force having a
numerical advantage of six to one.

In 1782 the 11th became " The North Devonshire
Regiment " and went to Gibraltar a year later, at the
close of the Great Siege.
When the French
Revolutionary Wars broke out, the Devons were sent
aboard the Fleet as Marines and fought as stoutly
under Hood and Howe as their forefathers had done
under Drake and Raleigh.
At Toulon in 1793, the 11th attacked a French
battery. Lieut.Colonel Napoleon Bonaparte (the
future Emperor of France) was wounded by a Devon
sergeant in the melee, this being the only wound he
ever received during his long and active military career.
Later, at the siege of Flushing, the 11th (Devons) met
the 11th French Infantry of the Line, and brought
away the latter's brass drums, as souvenirs of the
meeting.
The Devons led the attack of the Sixth Division at
Salamanca, capturing a French Colour—" a large green
standard without an Eagle." On the morning of the
battle, the Regiment had 32 officers and 442 other
ranks on parade. When the roll was called at midnight
only 2 officers and 67 other ranks remained, the rest
having been killed or wounded. The nickname of
" The Bloody Eleventh " is said to have been given to
the Regiment on this occasion, though there is an
alternative account of its origin, to the effect that when
the Regiment was stationed in Dublin soon after its
formation, the men warned an army contractor that
unless he supplied better meat they would hang him.
The quality of the meat did not improve and therefore
" The Bloody Eleventh " hanged the butcher on a
meat hook in his own shop.
When on the march towards Salamanca, the Devons
found themselves marching close to a French regiment.
The two regiments, so soon to meet in deadly strife,
saluted each other courteously, and at parting, the
band of the 11th struck up " We have lived and loved
together " and this tune has been the Regimental
March ever since.
In October, 1831, the timely arrival of the Devons
saved the City of Bristol from complete destruction by
the mob, who had gained the upper hand of the civil
authorities and were burning and pillaging right and
left until order was restored by the disciplined firmness
of the Eleventh.
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The handsome centre piece in the Officers' Mess of
the 1st Devons was presented by the inhabitants of
Sydney to show their appreciation of the fidelity of the
Regiment during the gold rush, seventyfive years
ago. On all sides men were rushing to the goldfields
with the intention of getting rich quickly, and work
men became so scarce that any labourer could earn
more money in a day than a private soldier received
in a month, but not a single man of the Devons
deserted, although it was by no means a difficult task
to desert—" and get away with it "—in Australia in
those days. " On no occasion," to quote from
a testimonial signed by three thousand colonists, " even
in the vicinity of a goldfield, and with the numerous
seductions from duty around them, have the men of
the 11th been found unfaithful."
About twenty years later, the 2nd Battalion was
stationed at Grahamstown, when the news of the
discovery of diamonds sent a thrill of excitement
through South Africa. In the early 'seventies, this
Battalion was given the nickname of " The Curragh
Skirmishers."
Both Battalions served in the Boer War and
a glance at the list of Battle Honours will show these
include both the Defence and the Relief of Ladysmith
—a dual distinction shared by only two other
regiments—the K.R.R.C. and the Rifle Brigade. The
1st Battalion Devonshire Regiment, besieged in Lady
smith, won high praise for their gallantry throughout
the campaign. The gallant manner in which they
repelled the Boer Assault on Waggon Hill, on January
6th, 1900, when the enemy attempted a surprise attack
during stormy weather, inspired Sir Henry Newbolt's
well known " Devon, o, Devon, in wind and rain."
The 2nd Devons, in the relief force under Sir Redvers
Buller, fought at Colenso and Spion Kop. The people
of Devonshire presented each Battalion with four silver
sidedrums " to record the County's pride in the
valour of her sons."
During the Great War the Devons raised 25
Battalions. The 1st Battalion landed in France in
August, 1914, and fought in many of the most
important battles on the Western Front, besides having
a spell of service in Italy. The 2nd Battalion reached
France (from Egypt) in November, 1914, and remained
on the Western PTont throughout. They are one of
the four British Battalions which received the Croix
deGuerre with Palm Leaf. This was given by the
French Government in honour of the Battalion's
gallantry during the fighting along the Chemindes
Dames. At BoisdesButtes on the 27th May, 1918,
the 2nd Devons held an important " key " position.
The Commanding Officer was Lieut.Colonel R. H.
Anderson Morshead and the Battalion's strength was
28 officers and 552 other ranks. Everyone of these
heroic soldiers gave his life (to quote an Order
issued by Gen. Berthelot, of the French Army) " in
ungrudging sacrifice to the cause of the Allies."
Reporting the fate of the 2nd Devons, their Brigadier
wrote " There is no doubt that this Battalion perished
en masse. They refused to surrender, and fought to
the last."

Correspondence.
HANDICAP CRICKET.
To The Editor, The Dragon.
Sir,
Will you kindly give me space in your most
interesting and ablyedited journal to air a matter
which I feel convinced should be of absorbing interest
to all Men of Kent and soldiers of the Buffs ?
During this summer which now, alas, is almost over,
having hardly begun, we have seen discussed in our
newspapers a great deal about how bowling is to beat
batting ; how the prodigious scores knocked up by our

guests the Australians and other first class elevensjis
to be reduced, thus packing four innings into three
days. " Four days or four wickets ?" has become a
kind of slogan (in my ignorance I had always thought
the game was played with six wickets, but then,
military service* has taken me abroad most summers
in recent years so I have had only rare opportunities of
seeing first class cricket). Many other ideas have been
put forward with the same end in view and, even if
I were qualified to do so, I would not attempt to add to
this babble of tongues—except I cannot refrain from
advising our experts on whom rests the final decision
to stick to six wickets, four would seem to make
it easier than before for the batsman. But this,
perhaps, is only a conservative prejudice.
No, Sir ; my object in writing to you is totally
different. My aim is to champion the cause of the
underdog—the fifth rate cricketer, a keen sportsman,
but a bad performer. And my sympathy goes out
particularly to the fifthrate batsman who cannot bowl.
We have all seen him on any village green or cricket
ground at home or abroad. He, poor fellow, finds no
difficulty in getting out. Hurtling at him from only
twentytwo yards away—or less if you knock off the
width" of the popping crease—comes the ball with all
too deadly precision. With supercilious leers the
opposing side crowd round him with hands outstretched
like so many soup plates all eager to catch him out.
All too soon he returns crestfallen to the pavilion until
it is time to field. And yet he goes on, day after day,
week after week, hoping against hope that one day his
turn will come. As he sits eating his heart out in the
pavilion, and wearing the seat of his trousers out on
some hard bench, he dreams of the day when he will
emulate Jack Hobbs. His eyes light up as he pictures
the gogeyed fieldsmen hastily stepping hack in alarm
and scurrying hither and thither as he smites the ball
all round the wicket. A pitiful tale, Sir, I am sure you
and your many readers will all admit. It brings
a lump to my throat and a tear to my eye as I write.
Have I piled on the agony enough or must
I enlarge still further ? (For goodness sake do not ;
we cannot bear it. Editor).
As anyone who has played Company cricket or
village cricket knows, many teams consist almost
entirely of such sportsmen as I have tried to portray
above. If they meet another side of equal ability all
is well for that day, at any rate. But these teams
would frequently like to take part in better class
cricket. But they never do, because according to the
way the game is played at present, the other side would
get all the fun. And so at last I come to my point and
suggest a remedy.
Now, Sir, I do not know what sort of a
billiard player you are—pretty handy, no doubt. I put
it to you, though, if Reece or Inman, for instance,
challenged you to a game of billiards, good though you
may be, you would think twice before accepting the
offer. Why ? Because you would be spending most
of your time handing him the rest or marking up his
score. But if he said he would give you 99 in
a hundred no doubt you would accept and propose
putting, say, halfacrown on the result. If I was in
your shoes I should pot his ball at the first opportunity
and pocket the halfcrown. Owing to handicap you
would undoubtedly have an exciting game and
certainly a close finish.
And that is the point—HANDICAP.
Thus
I introduce my proposal for Handicap Cricket. After
all, when you come to think of it, nearly every other
game is played on handicap, e.g., polo, golf, tennis,
pingpong, ludo, old maid and a score more that it
would be superfluous to enumerate.
I will leave the working out of this scheme
to greater experts than myself, merely being content to
suggest the hues on which they might work.
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Round and About.
CRICKET.

The thrilling match at the Oval was the
culminating point of a season which has
shown, in spite of a fickle climate, that cricket still
retains a strong hold on the English imagination. The
drawn battles at Lord's, Leeds, Old Trafford and the
washout at Trent Bridge started the excitement about
how to improve the game and how to help the bowler.
The great thing about Cricket is its mischievous way
of confounding critics. If the bowling is good enough
—as it undoubtedly was at The Oval—there is no need
to meddle with the rules.
The Press critics who constantly endeavour to win
and lose matches before they begin are no doubt, a
thickskinned tribe and therefore their embarrassing
carping at the choice of A. P. F. Chapman as Captain
in the Final Test will be forgotten by them, but not
by thousands of keen followers of the game. No one
can cavil at Press reports of matches. They are indis
pensable to those who cannot spare the time to go to
the grounds or the money to buy balconies bordering
on them. But uninformed criticism of the selected
teams before the event arouses only disgust.
I do not think it is overstating the case to say that
England has won the rubber in spite of the Press.
*
*
*
*
COAL.
There seems to be a prospect, at the
moment of writing, of a settlement of
the dispute that has lingered on since May. So much
has been said and written about it that the average
man has few feelings left concerning it save, perhaps,
weariness. How far the struggle has benefitted those
for whose sake it was ostensibly undertaken only the
future will show. In the meantime let us hope that a
little healthy sanity will be let into the Conference
rooms. And, above all, away with slogans which may
be invaluable to soap manufacturers, but are out of
place in national crises.

DRAGONS.

We who have worn or still wear the
fearsome monster on caps and collars
will not be surprised to hear that there is every reason
to believe that the Dragon is by no means only
a heraldic beast. In The Times of August 10th there
was a long article setting forth evidence of the existence
today in such places as the Dutch East Indies of
specimens at least nine feet in length. An American
Scientific Expedition is about to set out in search of
the dragon of today. The time may come when a
real live dragon will be seen strongly chained up near
the Orderly Roomat the Depot and duly carried " on
the Strength."
*

*

*

These are days when the thoughts of
citypent men and women turn towards
the seacoast. Some achieve the desire
willingly whereas others—but let the story suffice, for
it is true.
A close friend of mine set out with cricket bag and
high hopes to play cricket in Berkshire a week or so
ago on a bright Saturday morning. At Paddington he
was exhorted by an official to travel by a certain train
which, so he was assured, would stop at a junction not
many miles from London, where he would find a slow
train to take him the few more miles to a way
side station. The journey started at 9.30 a.m. At
five minutes past one the enthusiastic train pulled up
for the first time on the quay at Weymouth, a small
matter of 160 miles from London. Meanwhile the
match was being fought out with two men away, for
my friend was accompanied by another member of the
team.
The consolations of the journey were few, but let
them be stated. At least the route ran through five
counties including the wonderful vale of the White
Horse and Hardy's Dorset and all for 4/6. An amused
ticket collector who travelled on the homeward journey
said that it was the worst case in his experience, of
involuntary travel. There is consolation in the know
ledge that one's case is unique.
*

Handicap Cricket—Continued from p. 272.
The embryo village of Aylsham (for instance)
decides that it would like to take on St. Lawrence
C.C. Aylsham, we will imagine, for purposes of argu
ment, is fortunate in the possession of one demon
bowler (whatever that is), a brawny blacksmith, ' with
arms like iron bands,' who can hit sixes, and several
mediocre batsmen who sometimes reach double figures.
There is no need to say anything about St.
Lawrence ; their prowess is known throughout East
Kent. Obviously, though, the teams are in no way
equal, starting level. But let us see what handicap
will do.
Aylsham go in to bat. Immediately four wickets
are removed from the ground, having one each end.
The bail is lightly tacked on to the top of the wicket so
that only a direct hit will remove it. St. Lawrence
bowlers are only allowed to bowl underarm—breaks
being barred. And so on. Other helpful suggestions
on these lines I leave it to your readers to put forward.
I have said enough, I think, to show how really
interesting, and indeed, brighter, cricket would result
if such ideas were put into practice.
Thus would the mediocre player be improved and
encouraged by close contact and friendly rivalry with
his more expert opponents and the true spirit of cricket
would be fostered throughout the length and breadth
of our Empire.
I trust, Sir, that this rather lengthy exposition of
my views will evoke many a response from those who
have the true interests of cricket at heart and
will ensure a weighty postbag at your office every
morning.
Yours very untruly,
LONGSTOP.

*

INVOLUNTARY
TRAVEL.

*

*

*

A
MUSICAL
COMEDY.

It is years since I saw a real musical
comedy. Revues I have seen on and off
since they were first introduced, but the
good old three act musical comedy on
the lines of the old Gaiety pieces of old days seemed
to be falling out of fashion. For this reason I enjoyed
" Yvonne " at Daly's the other night. There was
a story in it—not terribly original and not unknown in
musical comedies—but the funny men were funny and
there were no less than three really funny men. Hal
Sherman, a quaint little mixture of Charlie Chaplin
and Harold Lloyd in appearance, seems to possess legs
made of indiarubber and danced until I was weak with
laughter. Gene Gerrard, who, I believe, is a North
countryman, but far removed from the George Formby
type of comedian, was very funny and, as far as I could
judge, had a good deal to do with the making
of his best lines. The music was far from banal. Alto
gether I recommend it.
*

A
CRICKET
BOOK.

*

*

*

Have you read Neville Cardus " Days
in the Sun " ? If not, and if cricket is
interesting enough to you to warrant
being read about, make haste and get
hold of a copy. The author is the Manchester
Guardian's cricket correspondent and combines an
encyclopaedic knowledge of cricketers and the game
with as delightful a style as one could wish for. The
chapter on Woolley of Kent is a gem of its sort and not
even Mr. E. V. Lucas could have done it better. On
second thoughts, put off reading it till the winter, for
I can think of no book, excepting perhaps, P. F.
Warner's " How we recovered the Ashes "* which is
so calculated to dispel December's gloom.
*The recovery in question relates to the 19034 M.C.C.
tour in Australia.

274

THE DRAGON

Territorial Cadet Units.
AN ACCOUNT

T

OF THE CAMP AT CHARLTON PARK,

Colonel R. F. Pearson, T. D., late the Buffs.

HE Cadet Force, now|called the Territorial Cadet
Units of the British Isles,|is|an old established
one, which, since 1923, has been placed more
immediately under the orders of the Territorial Army,
contingents being affiliated to Territorial units in their
respective Counties. The Government Grant of 5s.
earned by " efficient " cadets, is administered by the
County Territorial Army Associations, who now
exercise an ever increasing parental care over them.
On this point much still remains to be done, for
Territorial Associations and Territorial County Com
mandants can and should take the most lively and
friendly interest in all Cadet units, for are not these
lads the probable future Officers and N.C.O.'s of the
Territorial Armies.
The training laid down by the War Office consists
of Annual Camp, Drills and Musketry—the latter being
optional. A minimum of 25 drills and attendance at
camp for the first year and 20 drills and camp attend
ance for the second and subsequent years is essential
to be classed as an " efficient." Musketry, although
optional, is greatly encouraged and an increasing
number of Schools now enter for the King's Shield.
Drill, P.T. and Boxing is stimulated by the fact that
there are Challenge Shields and Medals to be competed
for. To be present and watch the high standard of
work at the finals of these competitions is well worth
the time taken up.
This article refers more particularly to the Public
Secondary Schools Cadet Association, which is a branch
of the Cadet Units. The Association was started in
1914 to encourage the formation and maintenance of

CHELTENHAM.

Cadet Corps at the Public Secondary Schools to look
after the welfare of such corps and arrange for camps.
Lord Deerhurst is the President and is supported by
a strong Council, most of whom are officers from the
Secondary Schools Corps. The Council meets at least
three times a year, works in the closest cooperation
with the headquarters of the Council of County
Territorial Associations, also discusses its own domestic
affairs as regards training, administration and finance.
Each year an officer is invited to act as Commandant
to the annual camp ; the site for camp is chosen and
details arranged so that the cadets can arrive for their
fortnight's training during the last few days of July
and early days of August.
This year, 1926, camp was at Charlton Park,
Cheltenham. There were present 79 Officers and 1,250
Cadets from 40 Schools. For the third year the Com
mandant was Colonel R. F. Pearson, T.D., late the
Buffs, and he has been invited to again act in this
capacity in 1927.
Cadets were organized in two battalions with the
smaller lads from each contingent forming a third
battalion of Bantams. Realizing that the camp fort
night is the only holiday which a large number of the
boys get away from the immediate neighbourhood of
their own homes the programme is arranged so that,
as far as possible, military training occupies up to the
dinner hour, while sports, games and pastimes take
place during the afternoons.
An excellent Signals Section is commanded by
a qualified officer, many of the cadets reaching a high
standard, not only in sending and receiving messages,
but with all work connected with the various
instruments ; also in mapreading and the writing of
road and other reports. Cadets are encouraged
to work up for the Certificate "A" Examination, the
practical part of which is held in camp under the super
vision of regular officers. Of 64 candidates who
presented themselves, 58 qualified, while the presiding
officer congratulated the lads on the high standard of
work reached. These cadetswill sit for the written
part of the examination in November. Company,
Platoon and section training forms the main scope of
the work, with sufficient battalion drill to enable the
larger bodies to be moved about.
An Officers' Refresher Course was a new feature of
this year's camp. A regular officer was in command
and it proved a very great success, giving officers an
opportunity of bringing themselves up to date in
weapon training, musketry and elementary tactics.
Athletic Sports, Cross Country Running, Cricket,
Boxing, Swimming, with Musketry and Bugle Band
Competitions are all included in the camp syllabus and
each year prove very attractive, judging by the
numerous entries.
On the 7th August H.R.H. The Prince of Wales,
ColonelinChief Cadet Units, graciously paid the camp
a visit. Arriving at 1.30 p.m. the officers were
presented by the Commandant, after which lunch was
served in the officers' mess. A short ceremonial parade
at 2.30 p.m.—Royal Salute, Inspection, ending with
a March Past in Column of Route—a highly creditable
bit of work, showing " turn out " excellent, " handling
of arms " distinctly good, and perfect steadiness during
the whole of the parade. From 3.15 to 4.30 p.m.
H.R.H. moved about in the camp, visiting the hospital,
canteen, miniature range, where he tried his skill with
the *22 rifle, among the cadets' tents, chatting here
and there with many of the lads. H.R.H. said he had
spent a thoroughly happy day in camp and was
exceedingly pleased, satisfied and interested in the
excellent work which the Association was doing.
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His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, accompanied by Colonel R. F. Pearson,
inspecting the Medical Detachment.

T

Canterbury Cricket Week.

HE Regimental Enclosure luncheon and tea tents
have seldom, if ever, assumed a gayer and more
animated appearance than during the recent Cricket
Week. The weather was kind, permitting play each
day. The result of the matches is well known and
most satisfactory from a Kent point of view ; it, how
ever was disappointing that Essex could not prolong
the struggle on the last day of the match.
Below will be found, it is hoped, a complete list of
the members of The Buffs' Canterbury Cricket Club
who were present during the week, fifty in all, out of
a membership of over onehundredandfifty.
The number of guests can best be estimated by the
fact that over sixteen hundred partook of tea in the
enclosure and over three hundred, luncheon.
The recent innovation of providing lunch on the
ground seems to have been fully justified. Amongst
those who gave luncheon parties we noticed :—
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell.
Brig.General R. McDouall.
Colonels G. de B. Mairis and H. Findlay.
Majors E. Norman, G. T. Hickman, F. W.
Tomlinson, DampierPalmer, Guy Lee and J. V. R.
J ackson.
Captains H. H. C. Baird, Terry, Stronge, Strettell
and Rice.
Messrs. Knight, Willows, Fox and Spear.
On Saturday, the first day of the week. the
enclosure was open to all members of The Past and
Present Association.

The 2nd Battalion and Depot Bands played on the
ground during the week. Mrs. Chapman of Hepping
ton very kindly provided many beautiful flowers for
the enclosure and tents, and the thanks of all are due to
her, and also to the following ladies, who assisted so
skilfully in arranging them :—
Mesdames Findlay, Morgan, Vallance, Hely
Hutchinson ; the Misses Ronald and Enid Burnside.
The following members were present :—
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell ; MajorGeneral
Sir Guy Bainbridge ; Brig.General R. McDouall.
Colonels : Burns, Beevor, Dyne, Findlay, Friend,
J ackson, Knight, Kennedy and Mairis.
Majors : Atkinson, Crookenden, Clarke, Foster,
Hickman, J ackson, Guy Lee, Meakin, Norman,
DampierPalmer,
TyldenPattenson,
Reeves and
Tomlinson.
Captains : Baird, Causton, Davies, Hamilton,
Hardcastle, Hoare, Morgan, Morley, Rice, Strettell,
Strpnge, Terry, Willows and Wood.
Messrs. Botley Fearnside Speed, Fox, Foster
Hall, Knight, LyndenBell, Knocker, Lister, Penling
ton, Reid and Turner.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell writes :—
"The Canterbury Cricket Week Club owes a great debt of grat
itude to Mrs. Findlay for the immense amount of trouble she took
iu arranging the flowers in the Luncheon and Tea Tent. The floral
decorations in the Tent were one of its most striking features and
were the subject of universal admiration. I should like to offer
Mrs. Findlay our most grateful thanks for her kindness and to con
gratulate her on her highly successful work on our behalf."
(Inserted by request of the writer).
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
THE AUTUMN MEETING.
HE following have expressed their intention of
being present at the autumn meeting to be held
at Royal St. George's, Sandwich, on Oct. 5th and 6th.
MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell,* K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.
Brig.General R. M. McDouall,* C.B., C.M.G.,
C.B.E., D.S.O.
Colonels W. H. Trevor,* D.S.O., J. Body*, D.S.O.,
and H. Findlay, C.B.E.
Lieut.Colonels E. B. Burns*, F. Bradley Dyne*,
H. McDougall* and C. E. Baynes.
Majors F. S. Reeves,* Eric Clarke,* C. K. Black,*
H. S. Hardy, M.C., O.B.E., J. V. R. Jackson, Guy Lee,
D.S.O., M.C. and G. T. D. Hickman.
Captains H. H. C. Baird,* D.S.O., W. C.
Lamarque,* R. de Q. Child,* C. E. A. Terry*, H. de R.
Morgan,* D.S.O., W. V. S. Sinclair,* V. Newton Moss*,
M.C., Dampier Palmer,* O.B.E., B. HammondDavies,
M.C., D. V. Coote, A. Howard Reed, J. V. Hitchcock,
and A. B. Thomson.
Messrs. W. C. Collins, B. H. Russell, R. M. Bourne,
C. H. M. Brooke, H. F. Whitfield, A. H. Goodall* and
R. J. P. ThorneThorne.*
An asterisk denotes those who will be staying at the
Guilford Hotel.
The Hon. Secretary will be grateful if those
who have not yet returned to him the post card
which accompanied his first communication
relating to the meeting will do so as soon as
possible.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
The following is the Hon. Secretary's report which
will be presented at the Annual General Meeting to be
held at the Guilford Hotel after dinner on Oct. 4th,
when it is hoped that as many members as possible
will be present.
INTRODUCTION.
The activities of the Society from its inception in
October, 1925, up to April, 1926, have been fully
reported in The Dragon.
MEMBERSHIP.
There are 21 nonplaying and 101 playing members
of the Society, making a total of 122.
FIXTURES.
During the current season a fixture
list of 16
matches has been provided for in addition to the Spring
and Autumn meetings. In the events so far played,
36 members have participated and the Society
have won three matches and lost eight.
BRINCKMAN CUP.
The Society is greatly indebted to Colonel Sir
Theodore Brinckman, Bart., C.B., for his most generous
gift of a challenge cup to be competed for annually.
CANTERBURY GOLF CLUB.
The sum of £45 8s. 6d. has been kindly subscribed
by some 52 members towards helping the Society to
take up debentures in the Canterbury Golf Club now
under construction. No announcement can yet be
made as to the quid pro quo (if any) that the
Society may be able to obtain as the result of
this support, as the limited liability company which is
ultimately to be responsible for the administration
of the Canterbury Golf Club, has yet to be formed.
FINANCE.
The following statement of accounts prepared on
August 16th will show the position of the Society
financially : the accounts kindty audited by The
Manager of Barclay's Bank, Canterbury, will be avail
able at the Annual General Meeting.

T

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.
RECEIPTS.
£ s. d.
EXPENDITURE. £ s. d.

Carried forward 17/3/26 20
27 members at 10/ ... 13
Sale of Ties
9
Donations
1
Spring Meeting (Entries) 6
Ties in hand
2
Ash trays in hand ...
3

16
10
16
10
7
15
0

9
0
3
0
6
6
0

Aspreys (Ash Trays)
5
Easter Meeting (Prizes &
tips)
5
Ties
11
Printing
6
Postage, Stationery, etc. 6
Balance Credit
... 22

£57 16 0

19 2

0 0
7 8
2 6
11 9
14 11

£57 16

0

CANTERBURY GOLF CLUB DEBENTURE A/C.

Donations

£ s. d.
45 8 6

£ s. d.
Paid on account (7
Debentures)
... 17 10 0
Balance in hand
... 27 18 6

£45 8 6

£45 8 6

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The following is the Agenda for the first Annual
General Meeting of the Society:—
1. Minutes.
2. Election of VicePresident, Captain, and Hon,
Secretary, vide Rule 4, para. 2.
3. Arrangements for ensuing year inclusive of
conditions of play for The Brinckman Cup.
4. The desirability, or otherwise, of placing a
restriction on the number of prizes that may be
won by any one player at the Society's meetings.
5. Proposal by Major Crookenden that the score and
handicap of the winner of the Paget Cup should
be included in the engraving.
6. The desirability, or otherwise, of drawing for
partners in the Bogey Foursomes.
7. The following proposals brought up at the Special
General Meeting held at Folkestone :—
(a) That long driving, and putting and
approaching competitions be held annually.
(b) That an annual subscription of 5/ be
 introduced.
8. Any other business.
(Note.—Members desirous of bringing any matter
before the meeting are asked to let the Hon.
Secretary have full particulars not later than the
1st October).
The Committee hope that members, inclusive of
those who may not be able to be present at the
meeting, will freely express their views on the points
raised. In the meantime the Committee bring forward,
purely as a basis for discussion, the following proposals
regarding certain items of the Agenda.
Item 3.—Arrangements.
That the Easter and Autumn meetings take place
at Prince's and Royal St. George's, Sandwich,
respectively, the former in April and the latter
in October ; and that the events for each shall
be the same with the following exceptions :—
(a) There shall be no Past v. Present match or
triangular contest at the Easter Meeting.
(b) The Brinckman Cup shall be played for at
the Easter Meeting under the same
conditions as the Paget Cup.
That the following matches shall be arranged for
next year if possible :—
Folkestone, Rye, The Queen's Own R.W. Kent
Regiment, Royal St. George's, Wroth am Heath,
Royal Ashdown Forest, St. Augustine's, Little
stone, East Kent Yeomany, Deal, and Knole Park.
Item 4.—Prize Restriction.
That no member shall be allowed to take more than
one prize in the medal play competitions.
Item 7.—Various Proposals.
That no action be taken on any of these proposals
for the present.
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The 1st Battalion.

T

HE paucity of news
this month from
Gibraltar must be put
down to the effects of
that cursed cloud that
has hung over the Rock
for week after week, with
scarcely a break, like an
evil genus trying to
throttle us all as we gasp
like mackerel in a fishing
smack—an evil spirit we
call Levanter. Its effect
is slow but sure, for it
induces a manana feeling
that makes all things an
effort to do, and compels sleep like chloroform.
Tempers are short, livers are large, so that the
usual spirit of bonhomie that pervades the
battalion becomes at times rather strained.
And to cap our woes, we learn that an extra
tax is to be put on drink—a grim official jest,
no doubt, but badly timed.
A few weeks ago a local troupe of actors
called the Europa Follies and including
amongst their numbers the wellknown low
comedian, Mr. Roscow Reid, performed several
times in the Garrison Recreation Rooms. Mr.
Reid was the mainspring of the show and
played his numerous parts in his usual
inimitable style. But the song that really
gripped the crowded house and reduced strong
men to maudlin tears was one called
" Yvonne." Pathetic to a degree and
rendered solemnly with much pathos in a fine
tenor voice, moved the audience deeply. No
doubt this delightfully doleful lay is familiar
to any habitue of the Halls at home, but to
us it came as something new. Its solemn
stanzas take us back to France and revive
memories of a long forgotten damsel named
Yvonne of Amiens (or Albert, or somewhere).
With resounding clearness the final lines of
each verse sum up the sad story. Here they
are :—
"You may have fergotten Yvonne,
But Yvonne's never fergotten you !'
As the song progressed we pictured to
ourselves, with a lump in our throats, a rather
faded and somewhat plump Yvonne standing
at some estaminet door, and looking wistfully
up the street listening for the measured tramp
of British soldiers that came no more.
Our cricket team recently has carried all
before it, and with the exception of our match
against the E.T.C., has proved invincible.

We have won the Nicholson Cup for the first
time, and hope to win the Governor's Cup
before the season closes. For the Nicholson
Cup only one officer may play in a team.
Captain Wilkins captained our team and took
fearful toll of wickets with his slow bowling,
whilst C.Q.M.S. Hills knocked down most of
the others. No four wickets or four days
wanted here ! The scores, printed elsewhere,
bear silent testimony to the prowess of the
batsmen.
On August 1st we sent a football team over
to Tangier to meet a team of the Spanish F.C.
but were beaten 2—0. The Spaniards are
taking football very seriously now and turn
out really good sides.
The battalion lost a wellknown and
popular character in the person of L/Cpl.
Polkinghorne, of the Band, who left for
England, timeexpired, on August 8th.
Besides being a valuable asset to the Band he
is a genial personality we can ill afford to lose
and will be missed by many. With him went
also Pte. Thurlow who served with the
battalion continuously from 1919 and was a
useful bat on occasion and a very smart fields
man. It is sad to see our veterans of Fermoy
fading away to civil life, but this year will see
many more regrettable departures, for a large
batch who joined just after the war have now
completed their term of colour service.
We trust, though, that all will go away
with happy memories of the years spent in the
Regiment, and will encourage their younger
brothers and friends to take their places.
Cricket Notes.
Since the last notes appeared, the team has won the
Nicholson Cup. The conditions for teams entering for
this Cup are that only one officer is permitted to play
in the side. We drew a bye in the first round, and then
met the Royal Artillery in the SemiFinal. After
establishing a commanding lead in the first innings,
towards which C.Q.M.S. Hills contributed a valuable
95, we nearly threw away our chance by poor batting
in the second innings. This included three runouts.
One or two members of the side must remember to
" back up " a few paces up the wicket as the bowler
delivers the ball to the batsman at the other end.
Also, when running, it is a golden rule to run with the
bat along the ground at the finish.
Steady bowling
by Captain Wilkins and C.Q.M.S. Hills, backed up by
Corporal Glazier, prevailed in the end and we won.
In the final we had an easy win over the R.E., by
an innings and some to spare. Capt. Wilkins, C.Q.M.S,
Hills, and LanceCorporal Lewis all assisted ^ to build
up a commanding score. Captain Wilkins took,
altogether, eleven wickets in this matcffi
All our other matches have been " friendlies," and
with the exception of two defeats, one by two wickets
and the other by seven runs, both by our old friends
the E.T.C., we have won all our matches outright.
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The side has been considerably strengthened by the
return of Captain Wilkins. His bowling with its
variations of pace and spin, combined with length,
has resulted in a harvest of wickets. This is chiefly
because batsmen lack patience and get themselves out.
He has not made a great many runs batting, and has
taken some time to get accustomed to the new
conditions of light, matting, wickets, etc. He has,
at last, got a century however, against the Naval side ;
so we hope for more !
Other recent century makers are 2/Lt. Foster and
C.Q.M.S. Hills. Both these are hard hitting batsmen
and very attractive to watch. Woe betide the bowler
who is at all loose in his length to them. Mr. Foster is
also a very energetic coverpoint, and a model
for young cricketers to copy. C.O.M.S. Hills is also
a steady right hand medium bowler, difficult to score
off because of his accurate length, and consequently
an admirable bowler to back up Capt. Wilkins.
Corporal Perry is the most improved player in the side.
He has developed into a steady No. 1 batsman, who
knows which ball to leave alone and will soon become
quite a class wicketkeeper now that he has given up
" snatching " at the ball. LanceCorporal Lewis is
a beautiful catch in the longfield and a hard hitting
batsman, who will demoralize any bowler once he gets
going. Sergeants Truby and Burville are both useful
bats who contribute runs at times. Corporal Glazier
is a right hand fast medium bowler, who is first change
bowler and nearly always gets wickets when put on to
bowl. If he played for any other side on the Rock,
assuredly he would go on to bowl first. We are,
indeed, lucky to be in this position as regards bowling.
LanceCorporal Bones has been chiefly prominent
by the catches he makes at " silly point " off Capt.
Wilkin's bowling. He is worth playing for his fielding
alone, and one catch he made versus the Naval Depot
nearly took the spectators breath away. He can also
hit hard and is a useful No. 8. Pte. Richards
has come on as a bat, and, consequently been promoted
in the batting order. He can catch most things and
is a useful change bowler. 2/Lt. Boucher always looks
good for runs, and with a bit more experience and
confidence will develop into an opening batsman.
Bandsman Cross is an impartial umpire, well
acquainted with the rules, and Private Knight is an
efficient " trainer" who looks after everybody.
Altogether the cricket standard is far above the average
this year. Alas ! we shall lose many stout players
during the forthcoming trooping season and then will
begin all over again, the task of building up a " team "
as opposed to a collection of players." Luckily, a
fair nucleus of this year's side will be left to carry on
the good work. Let us hope that next year's side will
display the same good spirit and keenness that have
been shewn by all this summer.
" A KENTISH MAN."

2ND SUFFOLKS.

Lieut. Elias, c Lewis, b Wilkins
R.Q.M.S. Maple, b Hills
I
Capt. Carthew, b Hills
Cpl. Crooks, c Perry, b Glazier
Capt. Carpenter, run out
Major Bittleston, c Lewis, b Wilkins
Lieut. Russell, b Wilkins
Cpl. Whitmore, e Richards, b Wilkins
L/c. Clark, not out
Pte. Smith, c Lewis, b Wilkins
Pte. Bishop, b Wilkins
Extras

Total (for 7 wickets)

231

Ptes. Stocker and Richards did not bat.
1ST BUFFS v. CIVILIANS.
Won by 1 wicket.
CIVILIANS.

Havward, Tunr., c and b Richards
Elliott, c Hills, b Wilkins
Richmond, b Hills
Martin, c Richards, b Wilkins
Holborrow, c Truby, b Wilkins
Syer, c Perry, b Glazier
Longsdon, b Hills
Wolff, run out
Dr. Cairnes, st Perry, b Wilkins
Risso, not out
Serruya, c Lewis, b Wilkins
Extras

77
7
2
6
0
32
17
35
0
0
6
7

Total

195

Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills
Cpl. Glazier
Pte. Richards

BOWLING.

5 for 62
2 for 54
1 for 43
1 for 30

1ST BUFFS.

Capt. Wilkins, b Serruya
Cpl. Perry, lbw, b Serruya
L/Cpl. Lewis, b Cairnes
L/Sgt. Truby, b Serruya
2/Lieut. Foster, lbw, b Martin
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Syer, b Cairnes
2/Lieut. Boucher, c Syer, b Cairnes
Cpl. Glazier, b Martin
Pte. Richards, c and b Martin
Sgt. Burville, c Elles, b Martin
Pte. Stocker, not out
Extras

19
14
64
38
16
0
20
0
5
25
8
22

Total

231

1ST BUFFS v. EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

Lost by 2 wickets.
1ST BUFFS.

Capt. Wilkins, c Woodard, b Kelly
Cpl. Perry, st Atkins, b Haines
L^Cpl. Lewis, c Milnes, b Kelly
L/Sgt. Truby, b Kelly
2/Lieut. Foster, c and b Grant
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Kelly, b Haines
2/Lieut. Boucher, c Haines, b Kelly
L/Cpl. Bones, st Atkins, b Milnes
L/Cpl. Mancer, b Milnes
Cpl. Glazier, run out
Pte. Richards, not out
Extras

42
49
5
38
6
40
0
4
4
0
0
15

;

6
15
1
48
0
3
5
20
5
5
38
5
151

BOWLING.

...

203
E.T.C.

Total

,„

03
18
8
0
1
57
6
42
26
10

Total

Results.

1ST BUFFS V. 2ND SUFFOLKS.
Won by 3 wickets.

Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills
Cpl. Glazier,,.

1ST BUFFS.

Capt. Wilkins, b Smith
Cpl. Perry, b Whitmore
L/Cpl. Lewis, b Whitmore
L/Sgt. Truby, b Whitmore
2/Lieut. Foster, b Whitmore
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Bittleston, b Elias
Cpl. Glazier, c Carpenter, b Smith
Sgt. Burville, not out
L/Cpl. Mancer, not out
Extras

6 for 65
2 for 43
1 for 28

J. A. Woodard, run out
;
G. M. Atkins, b Glazier
G. V. C. Haines, b Glazier
H. W. Grant, b Hills
M. E. O'Brian, c Bones, b Mancer
R. H. O. Liddle, c Richards, b Wilkins
C. C. Gordon, c Richards, b Wilkins
F. M. Kelly, c Boucher, b Wilkins
F. Clinton, c Burville, b Lewis
R. F. Worth, st Perry, b Wilkins
B.J. Milnes, not out
Extras

25
32
53

8
118
1
0
1
30
1
17
1

Total
Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills
Cpl. Glazier...
L/c. Mancer
E/c. Lewis ...

287

BOWLING.

...





...

...

...

4 for 123
1 lor 53
2 f°r
21
\ f°r 67
1 for 22

Machine Gun Platoon, 1st Bn, The Buffs.

Gibraltar, 1926
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Nicholson Cup. SemiFinal.

1ST BUFFS v. R.A.
Won by 35 runs.
1ST BUFFS.
Second Innings.
First Innings.
Cagt. Wilkins, c Hart, b Pitts
13 b Hall
Cpl! P6rry, b Brazier
11 lbw, b Hall
L/c. Lewis, c Johnson, b Hall
60 c Pitts, b Johnson
L/Sgt. Truby, c Perkins, b Brazier
11 c and b Hall
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Buist, b Hall
95 b Hall
Sgt. Burville, played on, b Hall
7 lbw, b Hall
L/Cpl. Bones, lbw, b Hall
13 run out
L/Cpl. Mancer, c Hall, b Johnson
1 run out
Cpl. Glazier, lbw, b Hall
2 not out
Pte. Stocker, c Perkins, b Johnson
0 run out
Pte. Richards, not out
3 c Perkins, b Hall
Extras
4
Extras
Total

Total

113

Second Innings.
lbw, b Hills
b Hills
c Hills, b Wilkins
c Richards, b Wilkins.
st Perry, b Wilkins
c Bones, b Richards....
c Glazier, b Wilkins....
b Hills
b Hills
lbw b Richards
not out
Extras

11
0
16
1
69
22
2
11
0
5
0
13

Total

149

219

R.A.
First Innings.
L/Bdr. Pitts, lbw, b Wilkins
Gnr. Johnson, b Glazier
B.Q.M.S. Hart, c Perry, b Glazier
L/Bdr. Sullivan, c Richards, b Wilkins
Capt. Brazier, b Hills
Gnr. Perkins, run out.
B.Q.M.S. Leslie, c Burville, b Hills
Sgt. Crossley, b Wilkins
Sgt. Brust, b Wilkins
Tptr. Hall, not out
Gnr. Robinson, c Burville, b Wilkins...
Extras
Total

61
2
0
13
34
19
2
4
2
0
2
9

0
6
10
5
4
20
27
2
12
2
23
2

148
BOWLING.

Second Innings.
First Innings.
Capt. Wilkins
5 for 66 Capt. Wilkins
4 for 70
Cpl. Glazier
2 for 14 C.Q.M.S. Hills
4 for 38
C.Q.M.S. Hills
2 for 43 Pte. Richards
2 for 17
1ST BUFFS v. ROYAL ENGINEERS.

Nicholson Cup.

Final.

Won by an innings and 123 runs.
1ST BUFFS.
Capt. Wilkins, c Woodard, b Savage
Cpl. Perry, st Young, b McKinnell
Pte. Richards, b Savage
L/Sgt. Truby, c and b Savage
C.Q.M.S. Hills, lbw, b Bruton
L/Cpl. Lewis, c McKinnell, b Bruton
L/Cpl. Bones, b McKinnell
Sgt. Burville, b McKinnell
Pte. Stocker, c Bruton, b McKinnell
L/c. Mancer, b McKinnell
Cpl. Glazier, not out
Extras

65
25
2
5
81
64
2
20
0
0
0
13

First Innings.
Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills
1ST BUFFS

56
BOWLING.

Total

Total (for 7 wickets, declared)

156
BOWLING.

Cpl. Glazier
5 for 60
Capt. Wilkins
3 for 39
L/c. Mancer
...
...
...
1 for 11
1ST BUFFS V. " H.M.S. EMERALD."
1st Buffs won by 242 runs.
Cpl. Perry, b Daintry
4
Pte. Richards, b Daintry
29
2/Lieut. Foster, c Thomas, b Booth
189
L/Sgt. Truby, b Daintry
0
Capt. Wilkins, c Peach, b Kent
34
L/Cpl. Lewis, st Mann, b Kent
2
L/Cpl. Bones, st Mann, b Kent
5
Sgt. Burville, c Peach, b Daintry
12
L/Cpl. Priest, st Mann, b Thomas
16
Pte. Thurlow, b Thomas
13
Cpl. Glazier, not out
5
Extras
19
Total

328

H.M.S. " EMERALD."
Booth, c Burville, b Glazier
Kent, c Bones, b Wilkins
A.B. Thomas, c Foster, b Wilkins
Lieut. Crewe Read, b Glazier
Bramson, c Truby, b Wilkins
Lieut. Daintry, c Thurlow, b Wilkins
Morton, c Bones, b Wilkins
P.O. Bellcross, c Perry, b Wilkins
Lieut. Wade, st Perry, b Wilkins
Mann, c Priest, b Wilkins
Extras

21
0
0
26
24
12
0
1
0
1
1
86

BOWLING.

8 for 35
2 for 50

"B" COMPANY.

95

215

Total

Capt. Wilkins
Cpl. Glazier...

Second Innings.
4 for 38 Capt. Wilkins
7 for 46
5 for 18 Cpl. Glazier
3 for 26
V. STAFFS & DEPARTMENTS.
Won by 59 runs.
1ST BUFFS.
Cpl. Perry, c Croker, b Johnson
0
Pte. Richards, b Turner
18
L/Cpl. Lewis, c and b Turner
2
L/Sgt. Truby, c Burtenshaw, b Johnson
0
2/Lieut. Foster, not out
.
118
Capt. Wilkins, played on, b Croker
31
2/Lieut. Boucher, c Johnson, b Turner
8
L/Cpl. Bones, c Capes, b Croker
8
Sgt. Burville, not out...
17
Extras
13

L/Cpl, Maimer and Cpl. Glazier did not bat,

80
3
8
8
6
0
0
9
8
31
2
1

Total

Total
274
ROYAL ENGINEERS.
First Innings.
Second Innings.
Woodward, b Hills
12 c Truby, b Wilkins
29
Bond, c Truby, b Wilkins
1 c and b Wilkins
4
Smith, run out
0 c Truby, b Glazier
5
Capt. Young, b Hills
10 b Wilkins
15
Savage, b Hills
13 b Wilkins
5
Kneller, b Wilkins
5 b Wilkins
1
Potters, b Wilkins
0 b Glazier
5
Bruton, c Lewis, b Hills
9 c Mancer, b Wilkins.... 15
Stone, b Hills
0 hw, b Wilkins
4
Campbell, st Perry, b Wilkins.
6 not out
12
McKinnell, not out
0 b Glazier
0
Extras...:
0
Extras
0
Total

STAFFS & DEPARTMENTS.
S/Sgt. Roberts, not out
Sgt. Daly, lbw, b Glazier
Sigm. Obbard, b Glazier
Major Croker, c Perry, b Glazier
Capt. Webb, b Glazier.
Sgt. Bishop, c Bones, b Wilkins
Sgt. Leggatt, run out
Pte. Burtenshaw, b Mancer
L/Cpl. Cape, b Glazier
Cpl. Turner, lbw, b Wilkins
Sgt. Johnson, b Wilkins
Extras

We are hard at it this month with Musketry as we have commenced
our annual musketry course. Table "R" have finished and the scores
were quite good, but not so good as we expected.
The Company bayonet fencing team met a team from H.M.S.
Emerald, and after some good fights we lost to our opponents.

WaterPolo Harris Shield.
On the 23rd instant, we met "D" Company in the Harris Shield
Competition, our team being as follows:—L/c. Home, Ptes. Maddon,
Robbing, Ovenden, Gamble, Perry and Colley. We were the better
team and won easily by four goals to nil.

July Oar.
On the 23rd instant we met "1.4" Company The Suffolk Regiment
in the first round, our team being as follows :—L./e. Hogben, L/c. Brown,
Ptes. Moore, and Weedon, Patterson and Langley (Cox), Pte. Jenden.
We proved to be better than our opponents and won by a length and
a half.
On the 31st instant we met The 11th Medium Battery, our team
being the same. Again we proved to be the better team and won
easily by four lengths.

Harris Shield Cricket.

On the 31st instant, we met "A" Company in a HarrisShield Match.
We were weak by the loss of Capt. Causton, Sgt. Dennis and Pte. Thur
low. After a very good game we managed to win by 19 runs, thus
making our third win in succession, thanks to Pte. Richards for his
grand score of 71 and Sgt. Hodgkinson, 20.
We must also thank Ptes. Richards and Barnes for their splendid
bowling.

Things we want to know.

Who is the Lewis Gunner who looks through the barrel of a rifle
J
to see whether the sights are straight ?
What did " Joe" mean when he said : "As soon as the target
has been hit, bring the shot down ?
Who was the N.C.O. who said : " Five Rounds under load, march "?
Ask Micky of Flexastone Fame.
How did Darkey Lewis manage to get his sleepingin pass and was
it a wangle ?
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Over the hills and far away,
Bisley shots go every day,
Whilst they suffer grief and pain,
Good shots envy in their name,
But one of them we do despair,
Of No. 8, you can declare,
How he managed to get thirtyseven
No one knows this side of heaven,
He shuts his eyes, and trusts to luck
And we admire him for his pluck.

EXBUNT.

We are wondering what " Joe " brought back in his kitbags when
he returned from leave. Were they full of drugs and is he a commercial
traveller ?
GARABALDI.
"D" COMPANY.

Since our last Notes went to press, the Company have played a
few games of Cricket, both Friendly and Interplatoon.
The result of the interPlatoon is as follows :—
" 13 v. " 14."—" 13" won by 15 runs, the best bats being Pte.
Purton, 42 ; Pte. Pratt, 20 ; L/c. Akhiirst, 13 ; L/c. Richards, 11.
" 15" v. " 16." " 16" won by 54 runs, the best bats being Pte.
Batstone, 27 ; L/c. Dunk, 19 ; Pte. Murphy, 13 ; Pte. B. Cook, 9.
Owing to a desire for fresh air No. 14 Platoon decided to have a day's
outing and I give below an account of their doings.
" Outing of No. 14 Platoon "D" Company, 1st Buffs, to Cork
Woods in Spain."
On Sunday, the 18th of July, 1926, a very pleasant day was enjoyed
by some 20 other ranks of No. 14 Platoon, headed by I,ieut. M. P. D.
Dewar.
The day was a typical Spanish one, a day which would confirm our
home doctor's advice to try " Sunny Southern Spain."
We left Gibraltar about 10 o'clock in the morning, unprepared for a
picturesque, but somewhat sore journey, owing partly to our convey
ances being products of Henry Ford and the road being most decidedly
uneven. We managed to call a Halt, and after administering to the
thirst of the engines, not excluding our own, cultivated no doubt by
the smacking of lips in joyful anticipation of the hours to come, we
were soon on our way again.
On arrival at Cork Woods, our first consideration was the gathering
of wood for the fire and the preparation of dinner. Sgt Gibson, assisted
by a most competent staff of " Spud Peelers " and other willing helpers,
soon had this difficulty well in hand, whilst the remainder repaired to
their divers amusements.
Bats and balls were brought to the fore, and with an immense tree
as a wicket, coupled with the talent of our platoon bowlers, the bat was
often seen changing hands.
May I here grasp the opportunity of recommending Cpl. F. Faulkner
to replace Strudwick in our test team. I am sure he would prove a
most able wicketkeeper, though the ball being in such capable hands
as it then was, he was rarely seen at his best.
We were looking forward to an afternoon's swimming, so an ex
ploration party was soon forthcoming to find the best spot. After
having traversed half the country thereabouts, we decided on a pool
some few miles—? ?—away. On the way back to our place of en
campment, we surveyed the country and great regrets were expressed
by our fishing enthusiasts at their lack of rod and line, as a large number
of fish were seen. One of the aforesaid fishermen even gave vent to his
feelings by aiming large stones at them and cursing his inaccuracy,
wishing he had taken more interest in his instructor when a recruit.
After having sufficiently explored the surroundings to satisfy our
wander lust we headed back for camp and there found an excellent
dinner spread under a shady tree, enough to satisfy the wants of the
" Snakiest " of Picnic Parties. Knives and forks were soon busy
and the conversation was abandoned for a far more important task.
Then our biscuits and cheese, and a bottle of drink and the afternoon's
fate was decided.
The majority visited the swinging bridge where there was a good
bathing place. Imagine our doleful countenances when we found the
river bed drv, although the bridge proved very interesting, especially
to Sgt. Gibson, whose chief interest was in trying to walk across while
the remainder did their utmost to unnerve him. But, staunch hero,
that he is, the project was accomplished much to our dismay, although
the effect on Sgt. Gibson was a little apparent in crossing. Many were
the words used, dear reader, which cannot be found in the dictionary,
hence their absence in this narrative.
We crossed the bridge after much more swaying and laughing, and
made tracks (car tracks) for a bathing pool ; not our find of the
morning as route marches were not the order of the day. At the pool
some great fun was witnessed. The fresh rather impeding progress in
any swimming contests, the shallow ends were hot favourites, where
some combined running and swimming races were seen.
Freddy's imitation of a water nymph left room for doubt in the
minds of us all, and our impression is that the sun and the effects of
the dinner had proved too much for him.
Some exhibition diving was suggested and attempted, though I
think Pointer strongly recommends the deep in preference to the
shallow.
We were rather loath to leave the water, but after conferring among
ourselves, and deciding to give it another trial after tea, we lounged in
the sand until tea was ready.
I must also mention our sportsmen's ventures on the donkeys.
Races were rather out of the question as it appeared that the donkeys
had had little to do with such an inhuman pastime as running. So,
regardless of beatings, which were rather frequent, tempers being sorely
tried by their said inability to move at more than a crawl, we reached
the Convent, the arrival at which was the original project. The
scenery of the exterior was good to see while the interior caused much
comment, all of which is to say that it was well worth visiting.

The tea was a great success and enjoyed by everybody. Appetites
were large as was evidenced bythe complete disappearance of everything
edible.
After Tea more donkey rides and further swimming held sway
until the time to go home, and after another bumpy, but enjoyable
journey, Gibraltar hove in sight. Thus ended a day which comes back
in welcome contrasts to our rocky surroundings here.
Let us hope that it may not prove the last, and may we end with
offering our heartiest thanks to Sgt. Gibson for organizing, catering
and carrying out such a successful trip ; also Lieut. M. P. D. Dewar
for kindly consenting to give up a day to come with us.

Events of the month.

On Thursday, July 1st, 1926, the Company assembled in strong
force to have a photograph taken. After much moving here and
there, all was ready for the event, much to the delight of some
and dismay of others, especially " Mercer."
On July 8th the Company was to have played cricket in the inter
Company Cup, but the game was cancelled owing to the ground being
in use by another team.
Also on this day, Cpl. J. Redman proceeded to U.K. on Leave.
We wish him a good time and advise him not to buy Wembley.
On 9th July, Pte. Grant proceeded to U.K., but being as he was,
attached to "H.Q." Wing, perhaps their notes may contain something
of interest
On 12th July, our SecondinCommand (Lt. Fox) proceeded on
Leave. We hope he will enjoy himself and return to Gibraltar soon
as we are short of hands on the QuarterDeck.
On 19th July, Capt. and Mrs. Marshall returned from Leave in
France. Both looked well and the Captain took over the duties of
Company Commander from Lt. Dewar, on 20th instant.
On 21st July, Sgt. Blake and Pte. Hunt returned from U.K., having
had a fine time on Leave, but thankful to get back to Gibraltar.
OS 23rd July, the undermentioned proceeded to U.K. on Furlough :
L/c. Gardner, L/c. Stocker, Pte. J. Gardner, Pte. Marchant, Pte. Lester,
Pte. Barrow, Pte. Stevenson, Pte. Knight, Pte. Cox.

Things we want to know.
Who was it who expected the Company Storeman to write out the
Company washing chits for every man's washing ?
Who is the most easy man of "D" Company ? Is it Barton ?
Was it too near the Camp ? Ask Freddie.
Did Gibbo call for the steward on the swinging bridge, and did he
think he was on the N.Y.K. ?
Did Joe think he was a tadpole ?
What did the " Chicko " say ? Ask Joe.
Who made all the noise ?
Was it a good story and did the " Boy " finish by the time we
returned ?
Who took the C.Q.M.S.'s helmet ?
SEAMAN.

Matters of Interest.
ECONOMICS FOR ARMY OFFICERS.
A course of instruction for Army Officers will
commence at the London School of Economics on 4th
October next, and continue until the following March.
Not more than 30 places will be available, and the
officers to whom they are offered will be selected from
amongst those who have shewn themselves suitable for
advancement in any branch of the Staff or in the
Services, and have not less than ten years' service at
the date on which the course begins. The subjects to
be studied will include accounting and business
methods ; banking ; railway; and marine transport;
economic geography ; British governmental, industrial
and social institutions, army finance and administra
tion and economic problems of war.
TERRITORIAL RECRUITS.
Official returns issued yesterday show that during
July 2,872 recruits were finally approved for service in
the Territorial Army and that the total Territorial
strength, exclusive of permanent staff, on the 1st
instant was 148,099. The strength of the Divisions is
as follows :—
Northumbrian, 9,852 ; North Midland, 9,596 ;
West Riding, 9,524 ; Highland, 9,518 ; Welsh, 9,287 ;
East Lancashire, 9,182; Lowland, 9,134; South Mid
land, 8,502 ; East Anglian, 8,422 ; West Lancashire,
8,371 ; Wessex, 8,242 ; 56th (1st London), 7,392 ;
Home Counties, 7,106 and 47th (2nd London), 6,396.
The numbers still required to complete the Peace
Establishments of the various units are 1,245 officers
and 32,797 other ranks,
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WE

are now recovering
from an orgy of
dissipation and gaiety—the
natural reaction to onr
strenuosities at Bovington,
when we returned (on onr
flat feet) on July 29th.
The next day half the
battalion departed on seven
days leave—the beginning
of the orgy—many of them
to Canterbury for the
cricket week, where, from
all accounts, the worries of
battalion
training were
completely forgotten.
Even on their return they seemed loth to
resume military duties, for the second week
of August was almost entirely enveloped by
a nonmilitary atmosphere—the running off
of the heats for the Regimental Sports, the
finals of which were decided on Friday, August
13th, and the staging of an admirable concert
which took place in the Gymnasium the
evening before.
Our brigadier, Col.Commandant Sir Hugh
Elles, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., accompanied
by Major FulbrookLeggatt, D.S.O., M.C.,
honoured the battalion by attending the
concert, previously having dined in the officers'
mess. This was his farewell visit to us before
fie goes to take up his new post as Chief of the
Staff of the Eastern Command.
After the concert (details of which appear
below) a supper was given in the officers' mess
to the lady artistes and wives and friends of
the officers, to the strains of Mr. Hewitt's
orchestra, which proved its versatility by
turning into a dance band and later into an
accompaniment for the rowdyism of " He's a
jolly good fellow," which the Brigadier, the
Colonel and Major Maclaine all received. We
must confess that we do not know if it
accompanied the ' tiger ' which followed each
one or not.
To Major Maclaine we are greatly
indebted for much of the organisation of
the concert and he can rest assured (or other
wise) that we will keep him to his promise to
visit ns in Aldershot for another.
The whole evening was good fun—besides,
it is not often that one has an opportunity of
seizing the legs of one's Brigadier and one's
Colonel and putting them on a table to make
a speech !
The next day was exactly the sort we
expected for the sports, though it certainly

might have been worse. From the Naval
Ground, Portland was always shrouded in its
usual fog, but after some rain most of the
events were decided in fairly reasonable
weather.,
"C" Company were the eventual winners,
the table of those successful in individual
events being appended below. Everyone was
glad that " C" Company's disqualification (due
to the dropping of a baton and failure to pick
it up) in the Company relay race, made no
difference to the result, as otherwise it would
have been most unsatisfactory, because they
proved to be easy winners of it.
During the afternoon General Sir Alexander
Godley, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., arrived to watch
the events, after which Mrs. Kennedy
again kindly presented the prizes, together
with her own cup for the 440 yards won by
Pte. Spence, "C" Coy., who also received
General Sir Arthur Paget's Challenge Cup for
the best athlete at the meeting.
The day was finally concluded (and the
next day begun) by one of the most successful
and always popular allranks' dance in the
Gymnasium.
But in spite of all this dissipation, life is
not all " beer and skittles " and what is
worrying us now is not so much the company
marches—onr final throw at training for the
year—which begin next week, but the
departure of Colonel Kennedy.
We all knew he was leaving us shortly, but
we did not expect him to be torn away from
us before next year : but now he sails to join
his brigade in India about the same time as
we move to Aldershot, in the beginning of
October, so, what with leave, the battalion
will be without him practically at the end of
this month.
Every one of us heartily congratulates him
on his forthcoming promotion, but there is no
one who does not possess the selfish wTish that
he had not been promoted q.nd thereby stop
with us. However, we will leave it till next
month to say goodbye properly. Besides onr
two
distinguished
visitors—General
Sir
Alexander Godley and Col.Cmdt. Sir Hugh
Elles—Capt. Rice, Lieut. E. FosterHall and
Lieut. C. H. M. Brooke, now of the 4th
Battalion, paid us a threeday visit for the
Sports, the former bringing a draft from the
Depot with him. We give them a hearty
welcome, together with Captain Griffith, who
has come to the battalion, having been some
time at Oxford University.

SUBEDITOR.

[Photo by S. J. Herbert, Weymouth.

"The Sergeants* Mess 2nd Bn. The Buffs with the 11th Nottingham Troop Boy Scouts which has been camping at the Verne and which the
Sergeants 'fathered'."
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BATTALION SPORTS.

Mrs. Kennedy presenting the prizes with Colonel Kennedy and Major Hart.

General Sir A. Godley with Major and Mrs.
HowardSmith.

Sergeant Wright.
[.Photos by H. B. Cary, 2nd Bn. Buffs].

THE DRAGON

Spectators.

285

THE DRAGON

286

ANNUAL SPORTS, 1926.
List of Winners in each event.
Time, Distance
Event and Name.
Coy. Unit or
or Height.
Club.
PUTTING THE SHOT.
31 ft. 3 in.
Lieut. D. S. Lister B Coy.
30 ft. 8 in.
Lieut. C. Haggard D ,,
30 ft.
2/Lt.F.W.B.Parry B „
HIGH JUMP.
5 ft. 1 in.
Lieut. C. Haggard D Coy.
3 ft.
L/Cpl. Salsbury
C
4 ft. 10 in.
L/Cpl. Jewell ... D „
LONG JUMP.
Cpl. Tutt
... H.Q. (B Group) 18 ft. 114 in.
18 ft. 2'in.
Lieut. C. Haggard D Coy.
Bdsm. Hewitt ... H.Q. (A Group) 17 ft. 10 in.
100 YARDS RACE.
Pte. Spence
Cpl. Wilkins
L/Cpl. Jewell
L/Cpl. Twinkwon
L/Sgt. Hodges ...
Pte. Stevens

c

Pte. Sisley
Bdms. Harper ...
Pte. Pine
ENLISI

Boy Raymond ...
Boy Hills
Boy West
CORPORALS' 220 YARDS RACE.
L/Cpl. Jewell ... D Coy.
28f sees.
Cpl. Sawkins ... B
L/Cpl. Kelly
... A „
120 YARDS HURDLE RACE.
L/Cpl. Salsbury
C Coy.
19f sees.
Cpl. Tutt
... H.Q. (B Group)
Tie H.Q. (B Group)
Pte. Ward
D Coy.
Pte. Farrell
BLIND FOLD DRILL.
Winning Team : A COMPANY.
SERGEANTS' 220 YARDS HANDICAP.
Sgt. Me Water ... D Coy.
R.Q.M.S, Cook
H.Q. (B Group)
L/Sgt. Hodges ... A Coy.
HALF MILE RACE.
L/Cpl. Twinkwon C Coy.
L/Cpl. Tomlin ... D
Pte. Stevens \ Tie H.Q. (A Group)
Pte. Lennard/
C Coy.
OPEN ONE MILE RACE.
L/Cpl. Woodlands R.T.C.
5 m. 19J sees.
Sgt. Ongley
... Depot The Buffs
P.C. Ward
... Dorset Constabulary.
CHILDREN'S RACE.
Victor Bridgland ;
2. Eddie Love ;
3. Patricia Howard.
INTERPLATOON MOP FIGHTING.
1st TEAM :—10 Platoon, C Coy.
2nd TEAM :—11 Platoon, C Coy.
220 YARDS RACE.
Pte. Spence
... C Coy.
27§ sees.
L/Cpl. Jewell ... D „
Cpl. Sawkins ... B „
OPEN 220 YARDS RACE.
L/Cpl. Dunkley
R.T.C.
28| sees.
Pte. Woodhouse
R.T.C.
Officer Bingham
Borstal Institute.
LADIES INTERCOMPANY RELAY RACE.
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Bridgland, Mrs. Simons and Miss
Simons, D Coy.
Mrs. Slensley, Mrs. Petley, Mrs. Beasley and Mrs.
Burton, B Coy.

Event and Name.

Coy., Unit or Time, Distance
Club.
or Height.
440 YARDS RACE (MRS KENNEDY'S CUP).
C Coy.
59 sees.
1. Pte. Spence
. H.Q. (B Group)
2. Pte. King
. D Coy.
3. L/Cpl. Jewell
OFFICERS v. SERGEANTS TUGOFWAR.
Winning Team , OFFICERS, in one " all over " pull.
AFFINITY RACE.
... B Coy.
1. Mrs. Petley
... D „
2. Mrs. Simons
... B „
3. Mrs. Beasley
INTERCOMPANY RELAY RACE.
... D Coy.
1. D Coy. ...
H.Q. (A Group)
2. H.Q. (A Group)
... A Coy.
3. A Coy. ...
BAND TREASURE HUNT.
Coy. won, but were disqualified for dropping and
failing to retrieve a baton.
1. Bdms. Fieldsend.
2. Bdms. Mac Lennan.
220 YARDS CONSOLATION RACE.
1. Pte. F. Baker ... B Coy.
2. L/Cpl. Coade ... C
3. L/Cpl. Carey ... H.Q. (A Group)
INTERCOMPANY TUGOFWAR.
1st Team :—C Coy.
2nd Team :—H.Q. (A Group).
3rd Team :—H.Q., (B Group).
Shields and Cups presented by Mrs. Kennedy at
the Prize-Giving.

General Sir Arthur Paget's Challenge Cup for the best
athlete at the meeting.—Pte. Spence, "C" Coy.
Mrs. Kennedy's Cup for 440 yards.—Pte. Spence, "C"
Coy.
InterCompany Boxing, presented by Col. Kennedy,
C.M.G., D.S.O.—"H.Q." (A Group).
Football Shield.—"D" Coy.
R.A.I.A. InterPlatoon Shield for Cross Country.—
11 Platoon, "C" Coy.
Southern Command, M.G. Cup.—Lieut. Turner and
M.G.'s.
Best M.G. Section Cup.—Sgt. Beale and Section.
Best Shot, M.G. Platoon.—Pte. Williams.
Battalion Cross Country Shield.—"C" Company.
Athletic Shield Points.
'A' Coy 'B'Coyj'C
'B'Coy/C' Coy 'D' Coy

High Jump

2

Long Jump

4

2

Putting the Shot
Yards

2

220
220 Yards

1

2

3

440 Yards
440

3

1

Half Mile

n

2

One Mile
120

Yards Hurdles

Relay Race

3

...

7

264

2

*
2i
2i

i

6
4

3

1

6

2

TugofWar
TOTALS

1

3

2

1

2

4
3

100

"H.Q." Wing
'A'Grp.'B'Grp
'A'Grp.'B'Grp.

204
20J

Harris Shield Points.
"C" Coy
... 3
"D" Coy
2
"H.Q." (A Group)
... 1

4

—

4

2

104
10i

94
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Cricket.
Recent performances of the Battalion have been
much more creditable, chiefly owing to the fact that we
have been able to call upon all of our available talent.
Several fixtures have been completed which might have
been recorded in the August issue, but these were in
advertently omitted.
THE BUFFS V. " H.M.S. TIGER " AT PORTLAND.
Played on June 30th, 1926. The Navy won the
toss and elected to take first knock, but were dismissed
for the moderate total of 86. B.M. Hewitt and R.S.M.
Dare opened for the Regiment, but with the total at
11 the Bandmaster was clean bowled. Cpl. Payne
then helped to take the score to 36 before he was caught
off the bowling of Hesketh Smith. With the advent
of Bds. Nelthorpe, we were given a very bright display
and with the R.S.M. he played out time. The partner
ship realized 91 runs with both batsmen undefeated
when stumps were drawn.
" H.M.S. TIGER."
First Innings.
Lt. Cooper, b Nelthorpe
Lt. Hesketh Smith, b Nelthorpe
Lt. Goddard, c Sirett, b Payne
Iyt. Philips, lbw Nelthorpe
Lt. Laing, b Payne
Sub.Lt. Fames, st Harper, b Nelthorpe
Lt.Com. Martin, e and b Nelthorpe
Lt. Manson, b Hamilton
Mr. Spendlow, not out
Lt. Woods, b Nelthorpe
Rev. Wale, run out
Extras

16
0
23
31
0
1
3
1
2
0
3
6

Total

86

Nelthorpe
Hammond ...
Payne
Capt. Hamilton

BOWLING.

...

...

BUFFS.

...

6 for
0 for
2 for
1 for

31
26
15
8

First Innings.
B.M. Hewitt, b Hesketh Smith
R.S.M. Dare, not out
Cpl. Payne, c and b Hesketh Smith
Bds. Nelthorpe, not out
Capt. Hamilton v
Lt. Parry
]
Pte. Hammond I
Pte. Sirett
> did not bat.
Pte. Harper
l
Pte. Shelton
1
Boy Rayment
Extras

5
52
13
47

10

Total (2 wickets)

127

Played at Easton on 3rd July, 1926. Our second
venture against this team ended just as disastrously
as our first attempt, as the Triangle got 151 runs in
their first innings while we were dismissed for 46 and,
being put in again, could collect only 45 for 6 wickets.
RED TRIANGLE.

First Innings.
R. Putman, b Hammond
H. Tomkins, b Payne
E. Russell, b Nelthorpe
F. Taunton, b Payne
A. Savage, c Harper, b Payne
Pearce, c Nelthorpe, b Payne
Thorne, st Harper, b Dare
Burt, lbw Parry
Darrington, not out
Dennis, c Parry, b Payne
Parsons, run out
Extras

4
35
0
33
1
6
9
20
7
22
6
8

Total
Nelthorpe
Hammond
Sirett
Capt. Hamilton
Cpl. Payne
Lt. Parry
R.S.M. Dare

BUFFS.

First Innings.
Second Innings.
B.M. Hewitt, b Dennis
1 st Dorrington, b Burt. 0
R.S.M. Dare, b Taunton
8 not out
22
Cpl. Payne, lbw Dennis
5 c Parsons, b Thorne.... 2
Capt. Hamilton, b Taunton
4
Bds. Nelthorpe, c Parsons, b Taunton. 10 c Tomkins, b Burt
11
Lt. Parry, c and b Putman
3
Pte. Sirett, b Putman
0 c Parsons, b Thorne.... 4
Lt. D'Arcy Symonds, b Putman
0
Bds. Harper, b Putman
6 b Burt
0
Pte. Hammond, not out
lb Pearce
3
Boy Rayment, c Darrington, b Taunton 0
Extras
8
Extras
3
Total

46

Total (6 wkts.).... 45

BOWLING.

Dennis ...
Taunton
Putman

2 for 11
4 for 20
4 for 7

Burt
Pearce
Russell
Thorne

3 for 21
1 for 6
0 for 9
2 for 6

BUFFS V. " H.M.S. TIGER."
Played at Portland on 7th July, 1926. Time was
an important factor in this return fixture.
The match
did not start until about 4 p.m. and the " Tiger " very
sportingly declared with their total at 78 for 7 wickets.
The Buffs made a strenous effort to obtain the
necessary runs in the limited time at their disposal, but
were dismissed for 76.
" H.M.S. TIGER."

First Innings.
Gibbons, c Combe, b Payne
Sub.Lt. Philips, b Nelthorpe
Capt. McDowell, b Nelthorpe
Curry, b Hammond
Lt. Goddard, c Nelthorpe, b Hammond
Ansell, c Combe, b Oliver
Peters, not out
Newton, b Oliver
Timmis, not out

5
16
28
0
5
5
1
0
4

Whitehouse
Extras

14

} did not bat.

Total (7 wkts.)
Nelthorpe ...
Payne
Hammond ...
Lt. Oliver ...

BOWLING.

78
2 for 29
1 for 13
2 for 22
2 for 10

THE BUFFS.

THE BUFFS V. RED TRIANGLE.
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BOWLING.
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1 for
1 for
0 for
0 for
5 for
1 for
1 for

14
30
12
21
33
14
19

First Innings.
R.S.M. Dare, b Ansell
Boy Rayment, b Newton
2/Lt. Combe, c Philips, b Ansell
Bds. Nelthorpe, b Timmis
2/Lt. Oliver, b McDowell
Pte. Sirett, c Philips, b Newton
Capt. Hamilton, not out
Cpl. Payne, c McDowell, b Ansell.
Cpl. Sawkins, run out
Pte. Hammond, run out
Sgt. Beasley, b McDowell
Extras
Total

1
1
2
6
28
4
20
5
0
3
0
6
76

THE BUFFS V. HERRISON HOUSE.
Played at Dorchester on 2nd August. This match
produced some bright batting and ended in a draw,
with the Buffs 105 runs behind and 2 wickets to fall. '
HERRISON HOUSE.

First Innings.
Dr. Fleming, lbw Nicholson
Malan, c Tutt, b Sidwell
Hall, c Dare, b Oliver
Buckley, c Bruce, b Dare
Hardwick, c Tutt, b Dare
Rigey, c Rayment, b Oliver
Robinson, c Dare, b Oliver
Ayres, c Sidwell, b Oliver
Dr. Bedford, c Smith, b Oliver
Gilbert, c Rayment, b Oliver
Maddison, not out
Extras
Total

15
6
66
35
28
31
4
0
0
12
1
9
207
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Sidwell
.,
Tutt
Oliver
Hammond
Nicholson
Dare

BOWLING.

...
...

BUFFS.
First Innings.
Sgt. Sidwell, run out.
Boy Rayment, b Hall
R.S.M. Dare, c and b Maddison
2/Lt. Oliver, run out
2/Lt. Nicholson, not out
C/S. Smith, lbw Maddison
Cpl. Tutt, c Hardwick, b Ayres
2/Lt. Bruce, b Maddison
Cpl. Sawkins, b Maddison
Extras
Total (8 wkts.)
"Rail
Maddison
Malam
Ayres
...

26
0
21
19
4
7
0
0
20
5
.....*.

BOWLING.

...

THE BUFFS

...
V.

Concert.

1 for 41
0 for 26
6 for 63
0 for 8
1 for 32
2 for 8

...

102
1 for 30
4 for 35
0 for 11
1 for 17

MORETON.

Played at Moreton on 24th July. This match was
abandoned after the Buffs had completed their 1st
Innings for 119. Some bright batting on the part of
R.S.M. Dare, who carried his bat for 42, and Pte.
Cummings, who went in last and got 27 runs, was the
feature of the play. A downpour of rain at the tea
interval prevented Moreton from having a knock.
THE BUFFS

V.

WEYMOUTH.

Played at Lodmoor on Wednesday, 11th August.
A very interesting game, ending in a draw, with Wey
mouth requiring 22 runs for victory and 3 wickets in
hand. Our fielding mistakes probably cost the game,
as several opposing batsmen were given " lives."
THE BUFFS.
First Innings.
R.S.M. Dare, b Hunter
Lt. Nicholson, b Hunter
Capt. Morgan, b Hunter
Lt. Oliver, b Swyre
Capt. Hamilton, c Woods, b Ewbank
Lt. Hoare, c Swyre, b Ewbank
Sgt. Sidwell, c Hacksworth, b Hunter
Bds. Nelthorpe, c Woods, b Hunter
Lt. Parry, lbw Hunter
Cpl. Tutt, b Swyre
Bds. Shelton, not out
Extras

14
0
1
9
38
33
28
27
0
7
4
5

Total

166
BOWLING.

Swyre
2 for 47
Hunter
...
...
...
... 6 for 48
Hacksworth
0 for 7
Hawkins ...
...
...
...
0 for 9
Martin
0 for 12
Ewbank
...
...
...
...
2 for 27
Russell
0 for 13
WEYMOUTH WEDNESDAY.
First Innings.
J. T. Wood, b Nelthorpe
C. T. Wood, b Nelthorpe
B. Legge* c Dare, b Nelthorpe
J. Martin, b Nelthorpe
M. Ewbank, c Sidwell, b Oliver
,
A. J. Hacksworth, c Tutt, b Nelthorpe
F. H. Hawkes, not out
H. B. Hunter, b Nelthorpe
J. Hawkins \
W. Swyre
Vdid not bat.
R. Caunter J
Extras
Total (7 wkts.)
Ndithorpe
Shelton
Hamilton
Oliver

BOWLING.

53
2
18
21
27
14
0
0

10
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6 for 45
0 for 47
0 for 20
1 for 23

An excellent concert, organized by Mr. Maclaine
and Captain Morgan was given in The Verne
Gymnasium on August 12th, to a packed house.
Everybody thoroughly enjoyed themselves and the
" fare " provided was by far the best we have ever
had the pleasure of seeing.
The Band, under the Baton of Mr. Hewitt, opened
the programme with a rendering of songs from " No,
No, Nannette" and later with excerpts from
Mercenary Mary." The artists, who entertained the
audience were as follows :—Mrs. HowardSmith, who
rendered songs from her repertoire. She possesses a
beautiful voice and was well received. Mrs. Summers
was heard to advantage in several 'cello solos. Mr.
Ivor Creech, accompanied by his brother, was very
entertaining in his humorous songs. Mr. Charlie Lucas,
from London, sang us some uptodate songs at the
piano. He was very heartily encored.
The Wessex Glee Singers are to be congratulated
on their splendid show. Their unaccompanied songs
are worth going a long way to hear. We hope to see
more of them in the near future.
Sgt. Amos, as usual, made us roar, in explaining
that it often pays to be silly. Sgt. Beasley told
us some interesting facts about " Agitators " in general.
Boy Baker gave us a beautiful exhibition of the
" Highland Fling." Our Colonel was very enthusiastic
over it and he should know !
Cpl. Martin and Pte. Woods, our two mirthmakers,
kept the house going with some witty songs. Last,
but by no means least, our friend Mr. Maclaine, who
could not get away from the footlights ! The men
demanded encore after encore ; but at last he was
forced to retire. He has promised to visit us again
when we get to Aldershot. I hope he will; anyway,
we have his address, in case.
Mention must be made of the decoration of the
Hall and the Stage by Sgt. Diamond and L/Cpl. Carey.
We think they excelled themselves this time. The
whole place looked very nice.
Then we must not forget our R.S.M. who helps us
in so many ways. He had the hardest job of all !—
going on to the stage and firmly refusing further encores
which time would not permit.
We also wish to thank all those who so kindly came
forward and helped in any way. It is almost
impossible to remember all the people and I hope that,
even if their names have not appeared, they will rest
assured of our deepest gratitude for their services,
however small.
B.E.C.
SERGEANTS' MESS.
I must apologise for this month's notes being very brief and my
excuses are—training, leave and having this job thrust on me at a few
hours' notice. Two Companies ("A" and "D") have been away at
Wool, training for a month and the whole Battalion for a fortnight,
arriving back here on 29th July. No mess functions have taken place
owing to most of the members being away either on leave or at Tid
worth, fairing part in the Southern Command W.T. Meeting. I must
here congratulate the M.G.'s on their fine win.
In the Regimental Sports congratulations to Sgt. MacWalter on
winning the Sergeants' 220 yards. On going to press our new R.S.M.
has arrived. We all wish him the very best on his joining the
Battalion.
Everyone is looking forward to the Men's Outing which takes place
at a near date and of which full particulars will appear in my next
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"A" COMPANY.

Notes!! Notes!!!! Notes!!!!!!. How those words ring in my
ears. The Company Correspondent's lost, stolen, or strayed, or,
perhaps, on leave, and no notes done. What SHALL WE DO ?—Do
not get excited—read on. Having got over Battalion Training we are
now settled for the time being in Red Barracks, Weymouth, and very
nice too. Quite a change from the Verne, with its wind, mist and
rain and its little hill to climb every time one returns from
town. I am afraid there is not quite so much to write as last time,
as the Company has not done much since returning to barracks. The
Draft for the 1st Battalion has gone on leave and quite a number of
the remainder of all ranks have been enjoying seven days Summer
Leave. The Sports were held on Friday, 13th August; an unlucky
day and an unlucky date. We were not blessed with the best
of weather, although it might have been worse. Being on leave my
self at the time of writing I am not able to give a detailed account of
" what the Company did," as I have no records by me, but no doubt
the SubEditor will give a full report elsewhere in this issue. We did
not do so well as we expected, for which I am not making any excuses.
I regret that we could not do better than we did, and still hope that
the Company will try and take things a little more seriously in the
line of sport, especially when we get to Aldershot, whither we proceed
on or about October 7th.

No. 1 Platoon's Corner.

ASCOT.

We are now comfortably settled in Red Barracks and most of us
have enjoyed (?) the seven days Summer Leave ; Fox, Beavis, Cherbi
Barnes, Bonzo, West and Parker are on furlough, pending posting to
the 1st Battalion. The last two named were greatly missed at the
Battalion Sports.
'90 Barnes, not to be outdone by Cherbi, managed to " squeeze"
14 days sick leave, and is reported as having been seen
wandering around the wild and woolly regions of Wood Green, singing
" Where is the girl who was stolen from me ?"
Kelly returned from leave with a musical (?) instrument which he
calls a " bazooka " on which he plays a dozen or so earsplitting
melodies daily. Felix was seen wandering round with a 14 lb. hammer
this morning. Was it a coincidence ?
We welcome to the fold Sgt. Barrell, D.C.M., and Ptes. Littlewood
and Abbott, who joined us with the last draft from the Depot.
We congratulate Cpl. Saunders on the safe arrival of his little son,
and heir.

The Reverse.

RETEP.

Who is it finds a barrack room table comfortable for a siesta ?
Did Kelly learn any more bedtime stories when on leave ?
What has become of the " Hat " ? and has the last wearer managed
to dispose of IT ?
"B" COMPANY.

This month has been quite exciting for everyone, what with the
Sports and the Corporals' and Married Families' Outings. The
Company did fairly well to obtain third place in the events for the
Harris Shield, but it was not so good as our noble "Skipper"
expected. Our "Hefty" Tug of War team were pulled from the
Northern Hemisphere to the Southern.
We heartily congratulate Cpl. Sawkins on his success and also
Pte. F. Baker, who won the Consolation Race after a hard afternoon's
work. " Stonehatch ' also deserves a cheer for coming off his leave
to help represent the Company in the Relay, in which we took third
place.
Everyone present seemed to have been infested by Pastrycooks and
Fruit Merchants. " Buffy " himself looked dejected, rolling home on
crutches, but he had a good day.
It must have been tiresome work also for " Jimmy," scribbling all
the afternoon in his tent.
The outings of both the Corporals' and Married Families' were a great
success. Although the Verne was fogbound when they left, it
turned into a haven of sunshine and they travelled to Bournemouth
in their 24 seater Rolls Royces and spent many happy hours playing
in the sands with their little ones. Everyone, however, returned
home tired, but decidedly contented with life.
Sgt. Beasley gave us hysterics for hours during the recent concert
held in the Gymnasium ; probably he is still agitating over it all now.
He and Sgt. A. must have been competing and it was quite a success.

Things we want to know.

Who likes sugar. Is it Bonzo ?
Who spends outing on onions, meat bones and old boots ?
the sergeantmajor ; he knows ?

Ask

"C" COMPANY.

On the 15th July the Company plodded its weary way over a few
more Dorset miles, on its journey to the promised land, the land of
milk and honey—Bovington. The Company marched quite well
though, probably because they knew it would be for the last time.
On the whole we had rather a good time there, and we marched
back on the 29th. I think we must congratulate the last draft from
the Depot on their performance, seeing that .they finished it by
bursting forth in melodious harmony (or otherwise), climbing the
Verne hill.
The following day half of the Company went on leave for nine days
(what a glorious Army); and we hope they all enjoyed themselves
thoroughly in the usual style (birds and bars).

We offer to " A.F. 63" our heartiest congratulations on so success
fully carrying out his multiple duties during that period.
The heats for the Regimental Annual Sports were run off on the
10th, 11th and 12th, leaving a large majority of our competitors in the
finals.
The great day dawned midst heavy mist, fogs and other
supernatural phenomena, known only to Portland, where they are
quite common. As the day advanced, Old Sol was sufficiently
successful in his efforts to show himself to allow the Sports to
commence, the first event being mountaineering—on the way to the
sports ground. (No prizes).
On the ground the first event was the 100 yards, which was won by
Pte. Spence, who created a sensation by completing a splendid treble,
by also winning the 220 yards and 440 yards. Our old cert,
L/Cpl. Trinkwon, won both the 880 yards and the mile in grand style.
L/Cpl. Salsbury did very well in beating our old .rival, Cpl. Tutt,
in the hurdles after a good race. He also gained second place in the
high jump.
The comic event of the day was the final Mop Fight, which had
been kept in the family (No. 11 Platoon v. No. 10) headed by our two
T.T.'s, Sgt. McNeir and Sgt. Cronin respectively. We saw a trusty
steed, Rachel by name, with McNeir up, while Cronin was well handled
by Sparrow, his jockey.
After many a mouthful of soot and flour, victory came to
the Irish Mounted Forces, while Rachel retired looking more like a
piebald than the ' dark horse' she really is.
Thanks to our C.S.M. the TugofWar team came out on top again
in achieving a splendid victory over "H.Q." (B Group) in the final.
The company finished up in the lead, "D" Coy. being six points
behind. Points for "C" Coy., 26$.
In future, " Friday, the 13th," will hold no terrors for us.
We were all very pleased to see Mr. E. Foster Hall once again and
we thank him for the backing up in all events.
We welcome to the company Captain W. B. Griffith, who is, we
believe, to stay for some time.
Before concluding, I must apologise for lack of ' style'
in these notes, but ASH is away enjoying himself and I have
been earnestly requested to do my worst.
To finish the notes I must say that it has been a very enjoyable
month, owing to our victory over "D" at the Sports Meeting.
WORRAPS.

"D" COMPANY.

Here we are again, Ladies and Gentlemen; once again we have
turned up like the bad penny.
We must apologise for not sending any notes in last month but
our late correspondent " Red Hot" thought he would like a holiday,
so he went away on a tour of duty at Southampton.
Last month we once again, and no doubt for the last time, visited
the beautiful "Green Fields" of Bovington.
The weather being fine we were able to carry out the schemes to
perfection. We again tramped over our old friends Gallows Hill,
Clouds Hill, Tumuli and Round Barrow and other well known places.
The company marched back from Bovington on the 19th of March
and all the company marched quite well, although it was terribly hot.
They showed no signs of tiring until they began to climb the hills
of Portland, but for all that, on marching into barracks, their shoulders
were square and heads held up.
On the day after our arrival part of the company proceeded on
furlough and things were very quiet until the 13th of August, which
was Regimental Sports day.
It began to rain a little in the morning, but for all that
everyone was happy, and our old friend " Lackery " could
be seen with a smile on his face giving money away at the " Lucky
Dip Tub." This caused great amusement, as of course you did not
always win money. Some of the slips were very amusing, such as—
" Report to Sgt. Dowse and he will give you a mule," or " A dark
haired maid awaits you on the band stand."
There were, of course, other side shows in our 'Appy 'Ampstead,
and the cries of "Co !—Co ! made you think you were at Hampstead
Heath on a holiday Monday.
We are shortly to lose a good number of our Company who are to
join the 1st Battalion and we wish them all a very good voyage and
hope they will still have the same good time in Gibraltar as they have
had at Portland.

Company Sports.

We must thank Lieut. C. Haggard of our Company for the points
he gained for us in the sports, which go towards the " Harris Shield."
We also thank L/Cpl. Jewell for the fine show that he put
up and also the rest of our company who were fighting to keep up the
good name that "D" Company has held so long.
"C" Company is giving us a very good run for our money this year,
but for all that we will give them a very good fight for the " Harris
Shield " and I think they will have to pull their socks up even more if
they mean to take it from us.
Lieut. Haggard took second place in Putting the Shot and first in
the high jump. He also took second place in the long jump. L/Cpl.
Jewell was third in the 100 yards and Pte. Farrell tied for third place
in the hurdles, while Cpl. Tomlin was second in the 880 yards. L/Cpl.
Jewell was second in the 220 yards; he was also third in the
440 yards. The Ladies' InterCompany Relay Race was won by
"D" Company, competitors being Mrs. Simon, Mrs. Brown, Mrs.
Bridgland and Miss Simon.
We will now say cheerio and we will give everyone a topping article
in next month's Dragon.
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WIND DISTURBERS.

Dit Dit Dit Dah Dit, Go on or K. I will. Well, I suppose we must
just write a few lines, etc., etc. The Sigs. are at present doing their
best to get the stick on guard mounting as Sig. training cannot be
carried to any extent owing to a number being on seven days' leave ;
we hope they all have a good time. Since returning from Wool quite a
lot has happened in the Battalion. We have had the Sports which
ended with an All Ranks Dance, at which, I am sure everyone enjoyed
themselves. One of our Sigs. made a show in the races, Pte. Stevens,
coming in third in the mile and also tied for third place in the half mile.
Our Commanding Officer has kindly presented us with a shield to
be competed for once a year, this being done during the Annual Classifi
cation. We must congratulate L/Cpl. Bentley on being the first whose
name appears on it. The Signalling Officer presented him with a pair
of Silk Flags to use on all Signalling parades. (No need to work so hard
now, L/c. Bentley).
Mr. King and L/Sgt. Field have returned from Catterick and we
all hope that they have passed with flying colours (Blue and White)
of course. I believe the Signalling Officer goes once more to the
Territorials for a fortnight. We all hope he has a good time, equal
to the last one. We have a few smart lads going to Lyndhurst for
Brigade Signal Exercises ; keep good communication, lads, do not
let us down. I doubt it will be much of a change, there, anyway,
because it is just like Wool, heather and bogs and flint roads. Still,
never mind, it is a change to hills and fogs. Someone said we soon
move to Aldershot; let us hope so, and perhaps we will not need to
try station work in a fog there. The rumour goes that Catterick is a
lovely place. Sgt. Field said so, anyway. It takes a long time to read
in at the School owing to fog. I believe it must be like our abode.
We must congratulate our Machine Gunners on taking off the Cup
at Tidworth. Cheerio !
" M.G." PLATOON.

Quite a lot of important events have occurred since last month's
notes were published, so I think I had better start at the beginning
and take them in sequence.
We left Wool with the Battalion and had quite an enjoyable
march back to Portland, arriving about 4 p.m., tired, but very
pleased to be home again.
By the way, Lieut. Cass and a composite section went from Wool
to Tidworth to fire in the Southern Command M.G. Cup and rejoined
us after we had been at Portland a week. As was expected, they
brought the cup back with them, but the £10 prizemoney had long
since been " blued."
Then came a night of celebration, a supper in the N.A.A.F.I. and
the filling and emptying of the cup. Everybody enjoyed themselves
and agreed that it was a very nice cup, and that we were quite a noble
body of Machine Gunners to win it.
On the 12th there was a concert in the Gymnasium. Not that it
concerns the "M.G." Platoon in any way, but it was quite a nice send
off for our day of days, i.e., " Sports Day."
As was expected, it rained, but when the " powers that be " choose
" Friday, the 13th " for sports. Well ! I ask you.
We had three entries from the M.G. platoon and all of them came
away with a prize. Cpl. Tutt obtained second place in the 120 yds.
hurdles, Pte.King second in the quarter and Ward a third in the hurdles.
Our tugofwar team fell easy victims to "C" Company, but we
managed to get third place, and that means a point to the HarrisShield.
After the sports there was a dance in the gymnasium. It was a great
success, judging by the beer consumed and the glasses broken. The
only sad incident was the gunners had to celebrate their successes again
and sad to say, some of them were rather unsteady on their feet before
the dance finished.
Pte. Williams was formally presented with his cup for being the
" best shot of the year " on Sports day and No. 1 section was awarded
the Section Cup for the highest aggregate, but nobody seemed to worry
about the SubSection Shield which has been won by "D" SubSection.
Quite a number of our leading lights are away. Some are on draft
leave, and some on the Summer leave, so things are rather slack at
present, and were it not for such things as P.T. parades, R.S.M.'s
parades, Guards, Fatigues, etc., we should have quite a peaceful time.
We are all talking now about our move to Aldershot, and are anxious
to see the last of Portland. Although it is quite a nice place in some
ways, we find it bad from a Machine Gunner's point of view and such
a long way away for our suitable ranges.
CLEARING PLUG.

ATTACHMENT

OF

OFFICERS

TO

R.A.S.C.

The Army Council have approved a scheme under which officers
of other arms of the Service, with not less than two or more than five
years' commissioned service, will be attached to the Royal Army
Service Corps for a normal period of five years. Officers so attached
will be eligible for permanent transfer to the Corps at any time sub
sequent to the satisfactory completion of the six months' probation
to which all who.come under the scheme will be subject. Those who
elect to transfer will be transferred in the rank held at the date of
transfer, and will take seniority in rank in the Royal Army Service
Corps as follows:—Second Lieutenants from the date of joining on
probation ; Lieutenants from the date of joining on probation or the
date of promotion to Lieutenant, whichever is the later. Officers
will not be eligible for transfer in the rank of Captain.
On the termination of five years' attachment an officer must
return to his regiment or corps or elect permanent transfer to the
Royal Army Service Corps. In the former case he will be considered
as supernumary to his regiment or corps until such time as he can be
absorbed, and will be entitled to full pay while so situated.

"Beneath Bell Harry."

T

HIS year's Canter
bury Week will
rank, we think, as one
of the most successful since
the war. We were treated
to some really interesting
cricket and the weather
held until Friday after
noon, by which time Kent
had
decisively
beaten
Essex. The number of
visitors to the Regimental
Tent was as great as ever,
but thanks to a repetition
of last year's excellent
arrangements for lunch
and tea there was no
semblance of a crush.
Amongst those who came
to the Depot during the
week were MajorGenerals
Sir Arthur LyndenBell and Sir Guy Bainbridge, Lieut*
Colonel M. Beevor, Majors Colley, Tomlinson, Lee,
Foster and Kelham ; Captains Terry, Hamilton,
Morgan, Howe and Morley and Lieuts. Fox, Lister,
Reid, FosterHall, Hoare and LyndenBell.
The Memorial Service on Sunday, August 1st, was
attended by a larger gathering than usual, ninety past
Buffs parading on the square, their number being
swelled to one hundred and twenty by the time the
Cathedral was reached. Is it too much to hope that
this figure may be doubled next year ? After the
Commanding Officer had presented the Long Service
and and Good Conduct Medal to LanceCorporal
Kemp, MajorGenerals Sir Arthur LyndenBell and Sir
Guy Bainbridge, with BrigadierGeneral R. McDouall
inspected the parade which then marched off to the
strains of the combined bands of the Depot and 2nd
Battalion. The past members of the Regiment, under
Major Foster and headed by the four pensioners
Holmes, Baker, Brophy and Dunkin and Boys Catt,
Ashby and Cadman from the Duke of York's School,
made a really most impressive sight.
Captain Morgan has brought with him from
Canada a large replica in silver of the cap badge of the
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada and a very fine silver
bowl from the Canadian Buffs, both of these being gifts
to the Officers' Mess of the Depot. It need hardly be
said how much we appreciate these gifts and how we
shall prize them as tokens of alliance with our Canadian
brothers in arms.
Colonel Kennedy was fortunately able to come
down for a few days in Canterbury Week. We offer
him our congratulations on his appointment to the
command of a brigade and though we fear that this was
his last visit to us as Commanding Officer of the 2nd
Battalion we hope that when he gets leave from India
he will come and stay at the Depot again.
Colonel Guinness has just returned from sick leave.
He is looking much better and we hope that he has
really recovered from his long illness.
Bad weather unfortunately marred the married
families' outing to Margate on July 20th, but from all
accounts an enjoyable day was spent. The recruits'
outing to Dymchurch on J uly 27th was a great success,
though an extremely heavy storm rather spoilt
the afternoon and made the return journey in open
lorries, somewhat wet.
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CANTERBURY,

1st August,111926.

Chelsea Pensioners leading the Column.
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We were lucky in having a glorious day for the
Past and Present cricket match on Saturday, 14th
August, a large number of spectators being present
to watch a most interesting game which resulted in a
win on the first innings for the Present. The great
feature of the game was the second innings of the Past,
who, with 35 minutes in hand, required 115 runs to
win. Thanks to a brilliant 53 by Mr. Kent, well
supported by Mr. W. G. Martin and Mr. 0. Templeton
they managed to get their score to 104, when the clock
beat them and the game ended as stated above.
As these notes have now to be sent in the accounts
of the remainder of Depot Week must be held
held over until the next issue.
Depot Married Families' Outing.
Margate was yet once again selected by the families
for their outing on 20th July, and in spite of the rain
during the morning almost all availed themselves of
the trip. The party numbered 90.
On our arrival at Margate, no better weather
prevailed ; hence the spacious shelters in Dreamland
were fully patronised, and soon the majority were
trying their luck at the various sideshows, some of
which were :—
The Dippy Dip, Tumbling Tanks, Katch Hoo Kan,
Pneu Darts, Vent Mint Machines, River Caves Trips,
The Ducking Pond, Hall of Laughter, The Caterpillar,
The Tumble Bug, The Japanese Puzzle, The Rapids,
Donkeys' Derby, Harem Maze, Mountain Zig Zag,
Shooting Darts, Racing Coaster, The Heydey, Crazy
Kitchen, The Haunted House, Over the Falls, The
Biff, The WTiip, Scenic Railway, etc., etc.
By lunch time the weather had improved and rain
ceased about 2 p.m., allowing of a little outdoor
exercise.
A good many, however, still remained in Dream
land for the afternoon and Capt., Mrs. and Miss Cook
were busy taking parties for trips on the Scenic Rail
way, Roundabouts, etc.
At 4.30 p.m. tea was served at the Sea View Cafe
Restaurant, where the arrangements and supply proved
very satisfactory indeed.
After tea the sunshine made a welcome appearance
and the sands duly received their usual patronage, the
Jolly Boys, Donkey Rides, etc., being in special favour.
It was a good day out, for which we respectfully
thank the Commanding Officer and our energetic
Quartermaster.
CRICKET.
THE PRESENT.

Total..

16
1
1
11
1
11
0
5
6
17
13
11
13

.106
THE PAST.

First Innings.
Capt. Terry, lbw, Coaster
L. Rye, lbw Coaster
H. N. Kent, c Maj. Jackson, b Collins.
Col. Body, b Coaster
H. Bean, c Maj. Lee, b Coaster
W. G. Martin, b Coaster
Capt. Maiden, c Watson, b Collins.......
O. Templeton, c Willows, b Collins
Major Hardy, lbw Coaster
Capt. Strettell, not out
Col. Friend, b Coaster
R. C. Woods, lbw Collins
Extras
Total

0
5
30
0
13
3
14
18
8
6
1
0
2

100

Second Innings.
c Bean, b Rye
b Terry
b Rye
c Woods, b Rye
c Woods, b Terry
c Friend, b Terry
c Templeton, b Terry..
not out
b Martin
not out
run out
b Body
Extras

16
12
23
4
9
0
8
5
8
8
1
0
14

For 10 wkts. dec. 108
Second Innings.
c Collins, b Hobbs
b Drake
c Coaster, b Drake
did not bat
did not bat.
b Hobbs
did not bat.
not out
did not bat.
did not bat.
not out
did not bat.
Extras
Total

BOWLING.
7 for 36

THE PAST.

W. G. Martin

4 for 22

SERGEANTS' MESS.

The members of the Mess were the guests of the Corporals on 30th
July on the occasion of a Farewell Smoker to Cpl. Baker, who was due
for transfer to the Army Reserve. We much appreciated as well as
enjoyed the fresh talent that came forward and also the hospitality
extended towards us.
From the 1st to 15th August the 1st London Infantry Brigade
(T.F.) was in Camp at the Old Park. During their short stay small
parties of W.O.'s and Sergeants from the various units successfully
located our Mess, to which they were naturally welcome. But, owing
to the fact that most of our members were busily engaged in connection
with Canterbury Cricket Week, Depot Cricket Week and other mis
cellaneous happenings, very few opportunities occurred for return
visits. I would, however, like to add that during a walk through their
Camp one was soon convinced as to the efficiency that must exist in
this T.F. Brigade, for the proportion of seasoned soldiers appeared to
be remarkably high.
We were pleased to see Mr. C. B. Hewitt and Sergts. Goodwin,
Barsotti and Diamond here for Canterbury Cricket Week. They
each had a busy time, and the Xylophone Solos by Sgts. Barsotti
and Diamond appeared to very much entertain music lovers.
It was indeed good to see once again the numerous old members
who attended the parade on Sunday, 2nd August, to march to the
Warriors' Chapel for the Annual Memorial Service.
Each year the number increases and the arrangements improve,
and it was quite evident that the old warriors made the most of their
visit. We trust that they will do their utmost to bring along additional
numbers next year.
It is pleasing to record that excellent summer weather existed for
the opening day of Depot Cricket Week, when some of the old hands
met once again to chat over old times. C.S.M. Jones and his com
mittee are at present (16th August) preparing for the Dance taking
place tonight, at which the attendance promises to be a bumper one.
CORPORALS' MESS.

Except for an occasional thunderstorm the weather has kept fine
this month.
We have had the opportunity—during Canterbury Week—of seeing
how Cricket should be played and we hope the Sergeants will find this
out when we meet in a return match, a report of which will appear in
next month's notes.
We held a successful farewell "Smoker" for Corporal Baker, on
July 30th, to whom we wish the best of luck. The Spoon Shoot for
July is over. Several foresights seemed to get in the way and the
Silver Spoon was won by Corporal McNulty, the Wooden one going
to Corporal Stubberfield (for the first time of asking).
We are pleased to say that we entertain the W.O.'s and^ergeants to
a Tennis return on August ? and we hope to have our revenge.
A visit was made to the Camp on the Old Park on August 6th, in
response to a kind invitation from the Corporals of the 1st Battalion
City of London Regiment (T.F.) and a very pleasant evening spent.
Iy.G.C.

Things we want to know.

Whether L/Cpl. Fry is now fully insured ?
Whether L/Cpl. Clinker now supports Einstein in his theory about
light and other objects moving in curves, after his recent " flight" ?
TRAINED MEN'S NOTES.

PAST v. PRESENT BUFFS.
Played at Canterbury, August 14th, 1926.
First Innings.
Maj. Jackson, c Col. Friend,b Maiden...
Pte. Hobbs, b Rye
L/Cpl. Drake, b Maiden
Capt. Watson, b Martin
Capt. Davies, run out
Major Lee, b Martin
Capt. Willows, b Rye
Pte. Mullinger, not out
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, c Terry, b Martin
W.O. Collins, b Rye
Capt. Rice, b Body
L/Cpl. Watts, c Martin, b Bean
Extras

THE PRESENT.

C.Q.M.S. Coaster

8
2
53
17
12
4
2
104

Summer has been behaving itself jolly well lately and all the sports
are in full swing. On the 17th, the Trained Men played a team from
Canterbury and lost by 6 runs ; a very close game. The day was
nice and sunny, and Goodsell made all the arrangements, being our
trainer and manager in one, for the cricket match. Our defeat might
have been more decisive had it not been for Smudger, who made (quite
by accident) a very useful score.
e
Our next match saw us against the Corporals ; they beat the Trained
Men last time, but this time we turned the Hat and beat them. Quite
a good score was made by nearly the whole of the team. Apparently
they have been taking hints from the matches on the Kent Cricket
Ground.
. .
We offer our congratulations to Bug Jewry on bringing another
Young Buff into the world, and hope to hear of him succeeding his
able parent on the library when Jewry Major finishes his time.
The 2nd Battalion Band had quite a hearty welcome here and their
short stay here was quite an enjoyable one. After playing on the
Cricket Ground and Dane John they had walks round the City or
returned to Barracks and had Billiards and Cards. Canterbury
Cricket Week is also a busy week for both Bands, and also the Depot
itself.
Now we have the Depot Week with us, and our first match the
Annual Past and Present) finished, after a very narrow first innings
win, in a draw, one day not being really enough.
At the time of writing it is the morn of the match with the R.W.
Kents., and we are all hoping for a wellfought match. The Band is
in attendance during all these matches, just to finish off the military
gathering.
Tea for everybody is on the Cricket Ground and I think the Privates
like the openair teas besause they certainly have a good feed out there.
The Annual All Ranks Dance tonight promises to be a jolly affair.
The Gymnasium has been renovated under the direction of Sgt. Emery
and it looks quite nice too. We all hope for a nice attendance there
tonight and so help to make it a good success.
The Trained Men have been promised an outing on the 8th of Sep
tember, on the strength of The Farthing Club. Stewart is still the
prominent factor in the helping of the club funds.
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Some of the Old Brigade on Parade.
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An Ashford Group of Members of the Past and Present Association, the Buffs, who attended the Memorial Service.

The 4th Battalion.
"NLIKK our more fortunate
_
friends who have just
IP
completed their annual training

in " Old Park," our activities
are somewhat curtailed. We are
now practically through with
musketry and except for recruits
there are not many more drills to
be performed.
On the 24th J uly the
Corps of Drums went to Sitting
bourne and played " Retreat "
in that town whilst on the Sunday
that detachment had a church
parade.
"C" Coy. have been firing
each Sunday, while "D" Coy.
have been preparing their Harris
Shield Platoon.
A
certain
number
of
Territorials turned up for Canterbury Cricket Week,
although it was hoped that more would have been
present on the Past and Present day. Two members
of the Battalion were noticed on parade for the
Memorial Service at the Cathedral.
On Friday, August 20th, the Machine Gun Platoon
are proceeding to Lydd, where the Royal Tank Corps
are kindly accommodating them. Here they hope to
do some field firing and competition shoots.
The C.O. and Major Collard have been away for a
few days' detachment to the 4th Royal West Kents
during their Annual Trainings, where also was R.Q.M.S.
Arnold.
On the 25th August "D" Company are holding their
Harris Shield Competition, while during the weekend
of the 28th and 29th, "A" and "B" Companies go into
camp at Birchington for a similar purpose.

On the 4th September the Battalion is to compete
at Shoreham in the Coronation and Divisional
Commander's Cups and on 11th September, "D" Coy.
are having their weekend camp and will classify the
signalers.
During the Cricket Week two very successful dances
were held in aid of the funds of the Canterbury
Hospital at the Drill Hall. Much credit is due to
R.S.M. Verlander for organising these dances which
have become quite an annual event.
By the time these notes appear we shall hope to
be in a position to welcome Mr. Jim Rickards to the
Battalion. It is proposed that he should take over the
transport section.
We are also very glad to report
that the War Office have permitted Capt. A. E). Loyd
Hardcastle to rejoin. This is rather an exceptional
favour as Captain Hardcastle is in excess of our
authorised establishment of Captains.
Lieut. E. G. Chambers has applied to transfer to
the reserve.
B.E.H.D.
THE DRUMS.
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.

Some hundreds of townspeople witnessed an impressive and
interesting scene which took place on Saturday evening, when the Corps
of Drums of the 4th Battalion, The Buffs Regiment, who are stationed
at Dover, visited Sittingbourne, and beat the Retreat in the Avenue of
Remembrance (by kind permission of C.O. Ifieut.Colonel E B. Burns,
and by arrangement with the Sittingbourne Urban District Council).
In spite of the rather cool wind and occasional showers a large crowd
awaited the arrival of the Drums, whose rather late appearance was
no fault of their own, some of them being at work in the Dover Paper
Mills as late as six o'clock. On their arrival at the Drill Hall,
Sittingbourne, they found a strong muster of the Sittingbourne De
tachment on parade, under the command of Captain D. Dean, V.C.,
and with Lieut. A.] J. Turner and Sergt.Instructor H. G. Freeman also
in attendance. Headed by the Drums the Detachment then marched
up through the High Street and Park Road into Albany Road, and
halted at the west end of the Avenue. Here they were met by the
O.C. of the 4th Battalion, Lieut.Colonel E. B. Burns, who, however,
was not in uniform, and was merely present as an interested spectator.
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Members of the Sittingbourne Detachment then lined the Avenue,
while the corps of drums remained at the Albany Road end, and the
Retreat was sounded. The Corps numbered 37 in all, and under the
charge of Sergt.Drummer Tripp they gave a very smart display. It
is interesting to note that at Dover there are three regular regiments
stationed, who each take a turn in beating the Retreat along the sea
front, and the General Officer Commanding the Dover Garrison, having
heard the Buffs Corps of drums, has given permission for the Territorial
Regiment to take their turn with the Regulars in this ceremony, a
compliment that is highly appreciated.
After the impressive beating of the Retreat the Corps of drums
and the fifes then played a short selection of music, at the same time
giving a very smart display of countermarching up and down the
Avenue, crowds of spectators lining the roadway. This continued
until about nine o'clock, when the local Company fell in again, and
marched back with the Drums, down Bell Road, through East Street
to the Drill Hall. Here the visitors were entertained to an excellent
supper, through the kindness of Captain and Mrs. Dean, and neither
the visitors nor the local " Terriers" were slow to express their
appreciation.
A dance had been arranged to take place in the Drill Hall, and this
attracted a large company. With Sergeant Freeman as M.C., and
the Denton Orchestra in attendance, everyone spent a very jolly even
ing. A novel feature that was much enjoyed was when the drummers
took a turn in providing a little dance music, and they were encored
many times.
On Sunday morning the local Detachment again paraded under
Captain Dean, and headed by the Drums, marched to St. Michael's
Church for morning service. After church it had been arranged for
the men to march along the London Road, and down through parts of
Milton Regis, but owing to the heavy rain that came on this part of
the programme had to be abandoned, and after a short march up the
High Street the Company returned to the Drill Hall and dismissed.
At four o'clock the visitors made their departure for Dover, and so
pleased were they with their reception at Sittingbourne, that they have
volunteered to pay another visit to the town.
The Monthly Spoon Shoot took place on July the 29th. It is very
pleasing to note the keenness taken by all ranks of our Detachment
who are present to take part in these monthly shoots on our miniature
range.
It is rather interesting to note that the winners of the silver spoon
up to the present have been a different N.C.O. or man each month ;
therefore it will be seen that the spoons appear to be equalising out
among the Detachment. We congratulate LanceCorporal V. J.
Chambers on being the winner of the silver spoon with a score of 31 for
the month of July. Pte. F. Moore was the winner of the wooden
spoon with a score of 2 ; no doubt he will improve with a little more
practice.
Our Company is now looking forward to our weekend camp which
is being held on the 28th and 29th of August. We all hope that the
weather will be at its best, and then no doubt some useful training will
be put in. The results of the camp will be given in the September
issue of The Dragon.

F

Blinder and Dusty.

ERMOY brought several pleasant memories back
to our two pals. They thought of the happy
days spent at Kilworth Camp during the annual course
of Musketry and of the regiment's bosom friends—the
Munsters.
" Do you remember the night " spoke Dusty " when
Mick Turner, the big drummer of the Munsters, got
'alf canned, and standing on top of a beer barrel,
ordered every bloke awt of the canteen except the
' Boofs ' and the ' Moonsters ' ?"
" I does " rephed Blinder, " an' I remembers the
result of it. Me an' you and 'alf the blinking Bat.
pegged down all fours awtside the guard tent wiv the
sergeant of the guard coaxing us all to kip wiv a tent
mallet : 'appy days them Dusty—'appy days."
" Then, what abawt that there camp light,
Blinder. Yer know the one I mean : arter yer 'ad
a night in Fermoy and started to frog it back to camp,
yer see it all the way 'ome. They called it ' the
drunkards' guide '—the more yer walked the further
the blighter got away. I remembers being shoved in
the digger one night and when I told the Commanding
Orficer I mistook the light for a sort of star of Befle
'em, he said that 'e didn't wonder at it the state I was
in, and only ' unwise ' men would follow the light that
landed 'em in front of 'im. 'Appy days them Blinder,
—'appy days !"
"Yer know, Dusty," spoke Blinder, " I 'ears we're
orf to Cambridge just to show the grads what a regi
ment looks like. There's summit good abawt that,
cause when a bloke asks yer if yer've been to
Cambridge yer can say yej as : if 'e says ' alio old fing,
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don't yer know I've been to Cambridge !' yer simply
looks at 'im and says—' So was I old fing.'
But why
some of them blokes writes ' tripos ' arter their names
licks me. Lord knows what it means unless its summit
to do wiv aiming drill."
" No : nuffink to do wiv that, Blinder—nuffink to
do wiv that. It just means the bloke a bung. In
fact, they was agoin' to 'ave somefing like it in the
army one time only they fort better of it. Instead of
calling a bloke a tripod, they was goin' to call 'im a
'BarCor '—the short for a barrel and cork, so that it
'ad some real connection with the word ' bung,' but the
A.T.A. put their feet down, as they said most of their
members would object to having such emblems, and
besides it wouldn't 'elp recruiting."
The reservists—at least some of the older men—
found many new things to master. At musketry one
morning the instructor, having issued each man with
five dummies and a charge, gave the order to load.
Blinder pressed down the cartridges into the magazine
and after a terrific struggle, pulled out the charger with
a dummy adhering to it. Blinder looked to his left—
then to his right—and thinking some sort of miracle
had happened, held up the charge and dummy and
yelled out :—" I say, Sergeant : 'ow did them there
four in the magazine get past this one ?"
One of the biggest shocks Dusty received was when
a fierce gymnastic instructor rushed up on parade,
and, placing his nose about an inch away from a similar
projection owned by Dusty, yelled with a sort of four
pointseven voice down his victim's throat :—
" I say Lumbago : do yer know Mrs. Salmon ?"
" No Sergeant," replied Dusty. " Never met the
lydy in me life an' if she say I 'ave, she's a liar."
" Well, yer'll damn soon know 'er son if yer don't
get yer knees 'igher than that " came the sharp retort
from the man in the sweater.
" Look 'ere Sergeant," answered Dusty. " I don't
want to know anyfink abawt your old woman or 'er
son eiver. If yer names Salmon, me an' my mates
eaten tins of 'em in our time, and quite ready to eat
a few more."
The stay of Blinder and Dusty at Fermoy was of
very short duration, for on August 12th, 1914, the
regiment marched out of the Irish town en route for
England. Little did the ' Buffs ' bandmaster think
the tune he had arranged some time before would
become so universally popular ; let us turn our
thoughts back to that great day and imagine we hear
it played again. Wherever the reader of these lines
may be, in canteen, kip or coffee shop, or sitting round
the old fireside, let it rip once more—it would he even
better if the words were altered just a little bit; now
then :—
" It's a long way to Canterbury,
It's a long way to roam,
It's a long way to Canterbury
For dear old Kent's my home.
Goodbye—Canterbury,
Goodbye the Depot Square,
It's a long, long way to Canterbury,
But—my heart is there."
Of course, it was to be expected that the relaxation
from the healthy routine of military life would
naturally have the tendency to make a man increase
weight : hence, those reservists, who had had not too
bad a time in civvy life, found doubling, physical
training, and other similar sports not so attractive as
they used to be.
" Blimy, Dusty !" exclaimed Blinder. " Look at
old Bodger Brown. Why, if he stops one in the
paunch I can see 'alf the blinking army going up in the
air."
" Don't know so much abawt that, Blinder. Old
Bodger's got some good stuff in 'im : never drank
anyfink but ' fours ' all 'is life. Of course, if 'e 'ad
been used to lemonade and ginger beer there might be
a blooming gas explosion."
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" Turn up for yer mulberries. Turn up for yer
mulberries." It was only the orderly corporal
shouting.
" Turn up for yer what, corporal " enquired Dusty.
" Why, mulberries—straight from the university
off ' Milton's tree."
" Oh, I see," replied Dusty. " Then I don't want
me canteen ; I fort it was a new kind of beer they was
dishing awt. But I say, 'oose this ^ bloke Milton ?
Don't belong to our company, do 'e ?"
" Of course 'e don't " chipped in Blinder. " That's
the bloke who couldn't see an' arter 'aving a feed of
mulberries 'e wrote a bit of poetry called " Paradise
Lorst "—don't yer 'ave any of 'em, Dusty : there's
a blooming war on."
Only too true. The newspapers kept the public
well informed of that fact. Edition after edition came
out with no more news in the last than the first. A
more certain proof, however, was when the Buffs left
Cambridge and crossed the salt water for somewhere
in France. When the boys landed ' over there ' all
was bustle and hustle and in a short space of
time the train moved off on its long journey.
" What old place is this ?" asked Blinder, rubbing
the sleep out of his eyes as the train came to a stand
still.
" Why, Tours," shouted Dusty.
" One of Cooks," enquired Snowball.
" Yus !" chipped in Smudger. " Round the
blinking world and if yer're lucky in yer first scrap
yer'll be taken round the next."
Eventually the end of the train journey arrived and
the great trek up to the front began. Gun fire was soon
heard which caused the youngsters to cock their ears.
" Are them noises goons abanging ? " said Chippy
Norton, a bright lad from the banks of the Medway.
"No, of course they aint," replied Blinder. Them
noises are the farmers drivin' away the birds from the
currant bushes."
" Well, I bain't 'eard so many goons in me loife
afore " answered Chippy. " I reckons them there field
must 'ave as many birds as currants in 'em."
Billets, during the march up the line, were of the
type known as the any port is a good port in a storm.
One night, Blinder, half asleep, dug Dusty in the ribs
and exclaimed :—
" Why don't yer go to kip and chuck mawling me
'ead abawt.
Yer're pulling 'unks awt of me
blooming 'air."
" I aint touched yer blinkin' 'ead " replied Dusty,
at which Blinder jumped up to find a decent sized cow
just about to take a hefty bite, evidently being adverse
to intruders and resolved to make things distinctly
uncomfortable for them.
What with outposts and the continued boom of the
guns, the realities of war were beginning to dawn. The
Battalion reached Vailey and received orders to relieve
the Fusiliers.
" Come along Dusty," shouted Blinder. "Yer
know I reckons its true what the Smaily Dail says—
there's a blinking war on."
J.3.
(Continued in November).
The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength and posted to Companies as shown :—
6283305 Pte. R. Ballard, "B" (Ch), 2526 ; 6283304 Pte. R. Clark,
"B" (L), 29626 ; 6283309 Pte. E Jeffery, "B" (S), 22726 ; 6281517
Pte A. LippingwelJ, "B" (L), 30626 ; 6283307 Pte. A. Lucas, "B"
(Ch) 17426; 6283308 Pte. A. Pennels, "C" (C), 16426; 6283306
Pte. A. Ranson, "D" (F), 16426.
REENGAGEMENTS.

The following are reengaged for 1 year w/e from dates shewn :—
6281245 L/c. S. Hockey, "B," 16726; 6281266 Sgt. A. Johnson,
"D" 18726; 6281223 Sgt. J. Mead, "D," 11726; 7337144 Pte.
H.'Stroud, "B," 22826; 6281698 Pte. A. Wood, "B," 28826;
628U98 C.S.M. F. Wood, "B," 9726.
6280467 R.Q.M.S. G. Arnold, "B," attached to 4th Battalion R.W.
Kent Regiment during period of Annual Training at Seaford, 1st to
15th August, 1926. Auth. K.I.B. 2574/8 of 23726.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—Capt. A. E. L Hardcastle, from T.A. Res.
of Off., to be Capt. (July 23).

The 2nd Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

Recruit Boys W. Luscombe, F. Parker, J. Reynolds, enlisted for
1st Battalion. Attested, 1471926 for normal period (9 and 3).
Joined Battalion 15726, taken on strength and posted to Head
quarter Wing.
Recruit Boys R. Hill, R. Lee and J. Wood, enlisted for 1st Battalion
The Buffs, 3826, for normal period, (9 and 3). Joined Battalion,
4826.
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.

6278081 Sgt./Dmr. P. O'Dell, "H.Q.," permitted to continue in the
Service beyond 21 years for 2 years 245 days, under K.R.'s para. 234.
Date for discharge is now 18230.
TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.

6279683 Pte. M. Piggott, "H.Q.," transferred to Army Reserve on
6826 under King's Regulations 362 (i) and S.O.S.
STRENGTH—INCREASE.

6279389 C.Q.M.S. C. Smith (accompanied by family) joined
Battalion from Regimental Depot on 1571926.
6280053 L/c. F. Cruttenden (for Transfer to Army Reserve, 8127
and 6280211 Pte. A. Notley (for Transfer to Army Reserve,
disembarked at Plymouth, ex H.T. Rajputana, 4826, and joined
Battalion same day, from 1st Battalion The Buffs.
6279890 L/c. J. Hird, "C," posted to Battalion and taken on strength
16726, f irom 1st Battalion The Buffs.
The undermentioned joined Battalion from Regimental Depot,
on 11826, and posted to Companies as shewn :—
"A" COMPANY.
6283144 Pte. T. Allen, 6283101 Pte. B. Dale, 6283110 Pte. H. Files,
6283107 Pte. F. Lloyd, 6283109 Pte. R. Peacock, 6283104 Pte. A. Stit
son, 6283113 Pte. S. Vant.
"C" COMPANY.

765233 Pte. E. Edwards, 759896 Pte. J. Griggs, 6283097 Pte. A.
Mansfield, 757594 Pte. W. Pulman, 6283099 Pte. H. Stark, 6283106
Pte. W. White.
"D" COMPANY.
6283096 Pte. P. Crane, 6283100 Pte. E. Firrell, 6283115 Pte. H.
Hollands, 6283102 Pte. A. Pascall, 761670 Pte. S. Reader, 6283098 Pte.
W. Turner, 6283073 Pte. S. Whitaker.
6280204 Pte. W. Thurlow, "C" (For Army Reserve, 2227) dis
embarked at Southampton ex H.T. Naldera on 12—8—26 from 1st
Battalion The Buffs, to attend V.T. Course.
STRENGTH—INCREASE—TRANSFER .

5177190 Pte. G. Withhorn, transferred from the 1st Battalion The
Gloucestershire Regiment on 1871926 under K.R.'s para. 290 (i).
Remains attached to M.F.P. Mytchett.
DISCHARGE.

6282088 L/c. H. Pordage, "H.Q.," discharged on 17726 under
K.R.'s para. 363 (xvi) (a).
6282081 Pte. A. Anslev, "C," discharged under K.R.'s, para. 363
(xvii) (a).
6757117 Pte. C. J. Stanton, "D," discharged under K.R.'s, para.
363 (xiii), 30726.
6282915 Pte. J. Murphy, "B" and 6282788 Pte. E. Spratt, "A,"
discharged under King's Regulations, 363 (x) on 5826.
6280887 Pte. E. Manders, "D," discharged under King's Regulations
363 (xvi) (a), on 6826.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Pte. J. Plummer, attested 19726.
Pte. E. Haines, attested 19726.
Pte. R. Austin, attested 23726.
Pte. W. Oakes, attested 26726.
Pte. L Jennings, attested 24726.
Pte. E. H. Hicks, attested 6826.
Pte. J. Wakefield, attested 6826.

DISCHARGES.

6283291 Pte. J. Plummer, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a).
K.R., 30726.
BOYS—AGE.

6283232 Boy R. Foad, attained the age of 18 years, 8826.
APPOINTMENTS.

6282972 Pte. L. Chapman, appointed Paid L/Cpl., w.e.f. 13626.
vice No. 6337420 McNulty, promoted.
ATTACHED.

6278360 Cpl. W. Glover and 6768404 Cpl. J. Jarvis, attached to
Depot from 1st Battalion, w.e.f. 6826, whilst undergoing Course at
Small Arms School, Netheravon.
6279890 L/c. J. Hird, attached to Depot from 1st Battalion w.e.f.
16726.
6279890 L/c. J. Hird, attached to Army Vocational Training Centre,
Catterick, whilst undergoing Course, 20726.
6278363 Sgt. C. Dennis, attached to S.A. School, Hythe, whilst
undergoing course, 19726.
6278479 L/Sgt. T. Maplesden, attached to S.A. School, Hythe,
whilst undergoing Course, 19726.
TRANSFERS TO ARMY RESERVE.

6079030 Pte. J. Read, transferred to the Army Reserve, 23726,
under para. 362 (1) K.R.
STRENGTH—INCREASE.
6279447 L/Cpl. W. Bourne, posted to Depot from 1st Battalion
w.e.f. 28726, pending transfer to A.R.

Post free—
Ireland & Abroad.
8/ per annum.
4/ 6 months.
2/ 3 months.
WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

No. 323.

October, 1926.

Personalia.
/^ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget writes from
S*
Cannes that he had a very comfortable
j_ourney and is feeling much better than
e has done for some time.
Apparently
the temperature there, like that recently
experienced at home, is if anything, rather
too tropical.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell has
promised to take the Chair at the Past and
Present Dinner which will be held at Harrods
Stores on October 23rd.
We have received a very interesting letter
from the Bishop of Rockhampton at Queens
town, Australia, containing some details of a
Memorial Tablet erected at Port Macquarie in
Memory of Major A. C. Innes, late The Buffs,
who died in Newcastle (N.S.W.) in 1857. It
is hoped to receive fuller details regarding this
Memorial, when they, together with the picture
of the Church at Port Macquarie, where the
Memorial exists, will be published.
Many officers who served in the 2nd
Battalion when at Singapore in 1910 will
remember Sir William Hyndman Jones, who
was Chief Justice there at that time. We
regret to hear that Sir William died at Bourne
mouth on August 20th. Lady Hyndman
Jones has very kindly sent to the Past and
Present Association a large consignment of
articles belonging to Sir William for sale at
the next Jumble Sale, in aid of The Buffs'
Benevolent Fund. All ranks Past and Present
Btiffs will, we know, wish to send to Lady
Hyndman Jones both their sincere sympathy
in her loss an4 their grateful thanks for her
generosity.
General and Mrs. Hickson have taken?a flat
at Cheltenham where they now hope to settle.
To escape from the crowds at Dinard,
Brig.General and Mrs. Finch Hatton have

Price Sixpence.

been staying at St. Briac during August and
September and seem to have been thoroughly
comfortable there. The best Chef in that
part of the world is, curiously enough, M. Jean
David, who was lately with the 1st Battalion.
The walls of his restaurant are covered with
O. Mason's pictures from The Dragon.
We very much regret to record the death
of Colonel Charles Grant which occurred at
Broadstairs on August 21st. Colonel Grant
acted for the past few years as Trustee for The
Buffs' Cottage Homes at Rumfields, St.
Peter's.
Colonel Gage was recently seen at Weymouth
having put into the harbour there fortnight
during a yachting cruise.
A farewell dinner was given to Colonel
Kennedy at Portland, on 16th September; it
is understood that he is sailing for India on
9th October.
Colonel and Mrs. Eaton have been in
England during the past few weeks on their
way from Norway to Majorca, where they are
spending the Winter. Glimpses have been
seen of them in London, at Canterbury and
near Felixtowe, where they were staying with
Major Cobbe. We are glad to be able to say
that they are both looking extremely fit and
gladder still to hear that they are looking for
a house somewhere in East Kent.
Colonel Sparrow is meditating another
trip to Biarritz.
We offer our sincere congratulations to the
1st Battalion on the great success achieved
by the Cricket Team this season, their latest
success being the InterUnit Cricket Cup.
Elsewhere will be found full details. It seems
particularly appropriate that The Buffs, A
Kentish Regiment, should distinguish them
selves in this particular line.
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We hear from Portland that it is now
definitely settled that the 2nd Battalion leave
for Aldershot on the 7th of this month.
Major and Mrs. Gould are still at Ciboure
which is not far from Biarritz. Their new
house is expected to be ready by the Spring.
Mr. and Mrs. Ravenhill have been at
MilfordonSea
during
September. We
understand that they have now sailed for
India.
We are indebted to Major H. Hobbs for
a most interesting article about the Dutch
Colonial Army in J ava, which we publish in
this number. Major Hobbs very kindly
remembers The Dragon and sends us any
interesting matter which he may collect.
Captain and Lady Nina D'Aeth have quite
settled down at Monkswell, Beaulieu, and are
delighted with their new surroundings.
We offer our congratulations to the
following on having passed the recent
examination (abroad) for promotion:—
Captain R. J. Tuke, Lieuts. C. E. Wilson,
T. R. Reid, C. Lloyd, F. G. Crozier, K. M. C.
Mallam.
Lieut. J. Chester and Lieut. E. Barry,
attached to King's African Rifles, have been
given the local rank of Captain.
Mr. Hugh
Gibraltar."

Walters

has
!

returned

to

A correspondent writes that his clubs were
recently carried at Sandwich by Mr. Stocks,
who is a green keeper at St. George's. He has
two sons in the 2nd Battalion, one a mess
waiter and the other an officer's batman.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH.

Parrett.—6278211 Cpl. X. Parrett, a daughter,
r Pretoria* Mary, borti at Canterbury, 2/8/26.
DEATHS.

Good sell.—Wife of 313781 Pte. A. Goodsell died at
Canterbury, 15/8/26, from Salphingitis.
Hoar.—On the 18th August, at 19 Viviani Road,
Richards Town, Bangalore, Tom Hoare, late of The
Buffs and * Peninsular Tobacco Cdnipany, Monghyr.

Battles of the Buffs.

No. 9.
VIGO BAY, 1702.
Campaign in Flanders, 1703.
"TTTHEN
the
expedition
had been
* * reembarked a council of war was held,
and it was decided to return to England,
although the Duke of Ormonde and Prince
George of HesseDarmstadt were strenuously
opposed to this course and wished to winter in
some Spanish port and strike a further blow
early in the next spring. The fleet sailed on
29th September, 1702, detaching a squadron
with four regiments to proceed to the West
Indies, Churchill's Regiment furnishing a
draft of 60 men for one of these units.
This squadron, however, picked up
information about a Spanish convoy of
galleons from the West Indies escorted by a
French squadron under Admiral Chateau
Renault. This was known to be making for
a French or Spanish Atlantic port and a
British fleet under Admiral Sir Cloudesly
Shovell had been ordered to intercept it. It
was ascertained that the convoy with its
escorting squadron had already reached Vigo
Bay, and a ship hurriedly detached to inform
him, succeeded in coming up with Admiral
Rooke, who at once decided to cut out the
French and Spanish ships and altered course
for Vigo Bay.
On arrival, it was found that the French
and Spanish ships had been brought up into
the inner harbour, well beyond the boom, the
galleons being protected by the men of war,
protected in their turn by a stout boom
stretching across the harbour. This boom
was flanked at each end by batteries of guns,
20 guns on the north side and 40 on the south.
The Allies appeared to be faced with an
extremely formidable operation, but proceeded
to act with a vigour and unanimity strangly
at variance with their inept conduct at Cadiz.
A frigate was sent up the bay to
reconnoitre, and, on the evening of 22nd
October, the British fleet, under cover of a
fog, sailed up Vigo Bay. Its approach was not
perceived until it was abreast of the town of
Vigo, when the batteries of the town opened
fire. No notice was taken, however, and the
ships passed on until they were within three
or four miles of the inner harbour.
The plan adopted was for the troops to
land on the south side of the bay and attack
from the landward, the big battery and fort
protecting the boom by their flanking fire
from the south. The ships of the fleet
were then to stand in, burst the boom and
attack the enemy's men of war. Everything
went according to plan,
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On the morning of 23rd October the Duke
of Ormonde with some 2,000 men, including
Churchill's Regiment, landed without oppo
sition. The grenadiers of the different units
were in the first line and the next line was
formed by the first brigade composed of a
battalion of Guards, Churchill's (Buffs), Colum
bine's (Royal Warwicks) and a battalion of
Royal Marines. The battery of 25 guns was
captured by three companies of Churchill's
Regiment under Major Negus with very little
opposition. The fleet then weighed anchor, but
became becalmed when within range of the
batteries and fort, and was compelled to anchor
until about 2 p.m. A gale then sprang up and
the ships sailed straight for the boom. Some
broke through, while others stuck fast and had
to cut their way through the boom. The fort
concentrated its fire on the Allied ships, which
returned it vigorously, and at the same time
five companies of grenadiers and seven
companies of Churchill's regiment attacked
the fort from the land side. Heavily engaged
with the guns of the fleet in one direction and
attacked by the Army from another, the
defenders of the fort soon surrendered. The
fleet succeeded in breaking through the boom
and proceeded to attack the enemy's ships.
The latter put up a very poor fight.
Six
enemy menofwar were taken and brought
away, seven sunk or run ashore and eight
burnt.
Thirteen Spanish galleons
were
captured with cargoes valued at £1,000,000,
but the bulk of the treasure had been
removed.*
Although the total of the Spanish forces
comprising the garrisons of the forts and
batteries, and various bodies of troops in the
neighbouring country amounted to about
8,000, the resistance put up was slight, and
the larger portion of the enemy's forces took
no part in the action. The Allied military
forces had 2 officers and 30 men killed and
4 officers and about 50 men wounded, while
the loss on the Allied ships was also small,
the chief casualties being sustained on board
"The Torbay," where 115 were killed or
drowned. The losses of Churchill's Regiment
are not given, but the regiment took a
very distinguished part in the affair. Some
400 French and Spaniards were taken prisoners.
There is a very interesting letter stiU in existence from
one of the two Captains Churchill who were both
commanding companies of the regiment at that
time. He gives a graphic and racy account of the
action. His letter is given in fuU in the first
Volume of the Regimental History and might
perhaps, be reproduced one day in The Dragon.
The regiment's share of the prize money was
£561 10s. Od. ; a smaU sum, but the sale of the
booty captured came to much less than hud been
expected,

The whole action was most creditable to
the Allied forces : there was complete harmony
and cooperation between the fleet and the
army; the plan was boldly conceived and
executed with skill and daring; in fact the
whole affair might well serve as a model
for an amphibious operation.
The regiment returned to England and
arrived in November, the greater portion
disembarking at Chatham and marching to
Canterbury, three companies then being
ordered to Dover Castle and one to Sandwich.
In the middle of December the regiment was
ordered off again to new quarters in Essex and
Suffolk, but it was ordered on active service
again in the spring of 1703 as a reinforcement
to Marlborough. The theatre of war was
Flanders again. Marlborough was now in
command of the Allied forces, and had during
1702 captured Venloo and Liege and achieved
other minor successes, but had been thwarted
in his efforts to deliver a decisive blow against
French by the conduct of the Dutch field
deputies who hampered him at every turn.
Much the same thing happened during the
campaign of 1703 in which Churchill's Regi
ment took part. Marlborough frequently
placed the Allied forces in Flanders in a
position to deal a heavy blow at the enemy,
but was continually obstructed by the Dutch
deputies. However, Bonn, Huy and Lim
burg were captured during the campaign, but
Marlborough had aimed at something much
higher—the capture of Antwerp and Ostende
and the opening up of a shorter line of
communications with England, to be followed
up, if possible, by a pitched battle with the
enemy's field
army. The campaign in
Flanders ended in favour of the Allies, but
things would have been very different if
Marlborough had been allowed a free hand.
As it was, the enemy gained a striking success
in Bavaria and the region of the Upper Rhine
and, in addition, a Dutch force in Flanders
was very badly cut up, firstly through the
behaviour of its commander who refused to
listen to Marlborough, and secondly through
the action of another of the Dutch leaders
who, instead of carrying out the line of action
assigned to him, went off on an independent
foray, leaving the first Dutch force in the air
with the result that it was surrounded, and
suffered very heavy casualties.
Marlborough was so disgusted at the
end of the campaign that he wished to resign
his appointment as CommanderinChief, and
it was only through the personal intervention
of Queen Anne that he was induced to
reconsider his intentions,
J.F,W.A.
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Other Regiments.
No. XXI.

The Gloucestershire Regiment.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental Colour :—The Sphinx (super
scribed "Egypt"), " Ramillies," " Eouisburg,"
"Guadaloupe, 1759," "Quebec, 1759," "Martin
ique, 1762," "Havannah," "St. Eucia, 1778,"
" Maida," " Corunna," " Talavera," " Busaco,"
" Barrosa," " Albuhera," "Salamanca," " Vittoria,"
" Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes,"
" Toulouse," " Peninsula," " Waterloo," " Chillian
wallah,"
" Goojerat," " Punjaub," " Alma,"
" Inkerman," " Sevastopol,"
" Delhi, 1857,"
" Defence of Eadysmith," " Relief of Kimberley,"
" Paardeburg," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Ypres, 1914,
'15, '17," " Eoos," " Somme, 1916, '18," " Eys,"
" Selle," " Vittorio," " Veneto," " Dovian, 1917,"
" Sari Bair," " Baghdad."
*

*

*

*

The 1st Battalion of The Gloucestershire Regiment
(formerly the 28th Foot), which moves from Aldershot
to Portland early in October, in relief of the 2nd Buffs,
traces its ancestry back to a regiment raised at
Portsmouth in 1694. The 2nd Gloucesters, now in
India, date back to 1755, when, to quote from Richard
Cannon's Historical Records, " that distinguished
veteran corps, The third Regiment of Foot, or The
Buffs, was increased in numbers to twentytwo
companies and was divided into two battalions in
1756. In the Spring of 1758 the Second Battalion of
The Buffs was constituted the Sixtyfirst Regiment.
The Regiment, being thus formed from the Third Foot,
was permitted to assume the buff facing (since changed
to white). Deriving its origin from the Third Regi
ment of Foot, or The Buffs, the Sixtyfirst Regiment
has inherited the same spirit which animated the
officers and soldiers of that veteran corps throughout
the wars of three centuries."
On account of this ancient relationship with The
Buffs, the 2nd Gloucesters claim to share The Buffs'
ancient right of marching through the City of Eondon
with drums beating, colours flying and bayonets fixed.
This privilege was last exercised by the 2nd Gloucesters
in 1905, when doing duty at The Tower.
In 1782, when County Titles were instituted, the
28th became " The North Gloucestershire." and the
61st " The South Gloucestershire." In 1881 they were
united as 1st and 2nd Battalions of The Gloucestershire
Regiment. At the same time the Arms of the City of
Gloucester were added to the Regiment's Badges, in
accordance with a Resolution of the Corporation. The

other badges of the Regiment are The Sphinx (the old
badge of both 28th and 61st) worn on caps and collars
and the Royal Crest (the British Eion standing on a
Crown) with the monogram " G.R." (the old badge of
the Gloucester Militia) which is worn on the buttons.
A miniature Sphinx within a laurel wreath is worn
on the back of the headdress by all battalions of the
Gloucestershire Regiment. This unique distinction
originally belonged to the 1st Battalion only, per
mission to wear badges both before and behind being
given as a reward for distinguished conduct at the
Battle of Alexandria, on 21st March, 1801. On that
occasion the 28th, while engaged in front with a column
of French Grenadiers, known as " The Invincibles,"
found themselves also assailed from the rear by another
French column of Cavalry. Colonel Paget, ^ com
manding the 28th immediately gave the order " Rear
Rank, Right about Face." The order was immediately
obeyed and, fighting back to back, the 28th succeeded
in beating off the enemy columns, said to have
numbered 7,000 men.
The 61st performed a somewhat similar feat at
Chillianwallah in 1849, for during this action they were
attacked in front and rear by the enemy's cavalry, but
held their own so well that the Duke of Wellington,
announcing the result of the battle in the House of
Eords, said " The 61st were mainly instrumental in
gaining the victory.
The 2nd Gloucesters were brigaded with the 2nd
Buffs in General Knox's (12th) Infantry Brigade during
the Boer War.
Few nicknames have such an interesting set of
nicknames as the Gloucesters. Their oldest nickname,
" The Old Braggs," perpetuates the name of General
Phillip Bragg, who was Colonel of the 28th for 25 years
(1734_1759). The story goes that at one time the
28th being brigaded with regiments possessing Royal
titles, their Commanding Officer gave them the
following somewhat surprising word of command :
" Neither King's, nor Queen's, nor Royal Marines,
But 28th, ' Old Bragg's ' ; Brass before and brass
behind,
Never feared foe of any kind,
Shoulder—Arms !"
Next in order of antiquity comes the wellknown
nickname of " The Slashers." There are two versions
of its origin. One is that it was given to the 28th
because they charged the Yankees with drawn swords
at the Battle of White Plains, 1777. It should be
mentioned that swords were worn by all infantrymen
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down to the close of the Americanji War of
Independence. The other version is that a hard
hearted American magistrate refused to find suitable
shelter for the women and children of the regiment,
rendered homeless by fire, so that many of them
perished from cold and exposure. Enraged by their
sufferings, some officers of the 28th disguised them
selves as Red Indians and cropped the ears of the cruel
magistrate as he sat at his own dinnertable. ' Some
writers have dismissed the latter story as a myth ;
yet there is evidence to show that some such incident
did take place at Montreal in the winter of 1764 5.
This is probably the only regimental nickname
which finds a place on Admiralty Charts, which show
a reef, whereon a transport, bearing the 28th from
Australia to India was wrecked in 1842, as " Slasher's
Reef.
James's Universal Military Dictionary, published
more than one hundred years ago, says that " A recruit
so°ner j°ins the Slashers than he instantly feels
himself equal to the most desperate enterprize—dating
to Do what many scarce dare THINK." This spirit was
.well exemplified at the Battle of the Pyrenees, when the
bearer of the 28th's Regimental Colour being shot
down, a newlyjoined boy Ensign took the flag from his
grasp, saying "While I live the Slashers shall never
want a man to display their Colours to the enemy."
61st were allowed to wear silver acorns on the
tails of their coatees as a mark of distinction for their
conduct at the Battle of Toulouse, 1813, and in
consequence they were called " The Flowers of
loulouse," and "The Silver Tailed Dandies." At
a later period the clean, smart appearance of the 61st
gai»ed the
m the nickname of " The Whitewashes."
the 28th played a prominent part in the Battle of
Barossa A composite Battalion of Eight Companies,
drawn from the 28th and other corps, was led into
action by the gallant old Colonel Browne of the 28t.h
who rode at the head of his men " into the thick of it "
cheerfully singing the old song " Come, cheer up, my
a
f° glory we steer." The Battalion companies
ol the 28th were commanded at Barossa by Colonel
Belson, who, seeing many shots passing harmlessly
over the heads of the French, ordered his men to " Fire
at their legs and spoil their dancing."
The first Regimental Dinner ever held in the British
was arranged by the officers of the 28th (on the
16th May, 1812) to celebrate the first anniversary of
the Battle of Albuhera. There were neither tables nor
chairs, as the dinner was held on active service in
Spam. The guests sat with their legs in a trench, cut
in the form of a square, the raised central portion of
levelled turf serving as a table.
Six V.C.'s have been won by the Gloucestershire
Regiment The Regiment has more Battle Honours
(one hundred and six) than any other regiment in the
British Army. Seventytwo of these are for the Great
War, when the Gloucesters had battalions in every
large theatre of war except Palestine. The remainder
are, of course, for earlier campaigns.
R. MAURICE Hipp.
v. KNOEE PARK, SEVENOAKS.
Played at Knole Park on September 25th.

The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor (2 & 1) ...
Capt. C. "Watson
Capt. W. C. Eamarque (4 & 3)
Et.Col. E. B. Burns (6 & 5)
Et.Col. E. BradleyDyne (1 up)
Capt. C. E. Clouting (5 & 3)
Capt. S. E. Hubble
Maj.Gen. Sir A. EyndenBell

1
1
1
0
0_

Trevor and Watson
Burns and Eamarque ...
Dyne and Clouting (5 & 4)
EyndenBell and Hubble

0 Campbell and Rampton (8 & (
0 Martin and Roger (1 up)
1 Freeman and Campbell
0 vSutton and Grose (4 & 2) ..

Knole Park.
T. J. Campbell

0 P. Roger (5 & 4)

E W. Rampton
T. A. Grose
E. Freeman
...
...
O. Campbell
C. J. vSutton (4 & 3)
Capt. A. W. Martin (3 & 1)..

FOURSOMES.

...
...
...
...

6

The Buffs Golfing Society.

F

THE AUTUMN MEETING..

URTHER acceptances for the autumn meeting
to be held at Royal St. George's, Sandwich, on
October 5th and 6th, are Major F. O. March ant ;
Captains J. Turk, H. C. Morley and J. E. Monins ;
Messrs. S. E. Hubble, C. E. Clouting, M. E. Creswick,
J. E. King, F, G. Crozier and C. Watson. It is to be
hoped, therefore, that the number participating will not
be less than fortyfive.
MEMBERSHIP.

Additional members are Messrs. S. E. Hubble,
F. G. Crozier and C. E. Clouting, bringing the member
ship total up to 125.
MATCHES.

In September the Society played three matches,
halving with Knole Park and losing to Wrotham
Heath and Heme Bay. The season's record, therefore,
is :
Played 14 ; Won 3 ; Lost 10; Halved 1.
The Society may not shine in winning matches
it gives way to none in knowing how to enjoy them,
and in appreciating the kindness and hospitality of
its opponents : and with the season rapidly drawing
to a close, the Committee take this opportunity of
thanking the many clubs that have not only so kindly
entertained the Society, but who have done so much
towards making its first year such an enjoyable one;
and, perhaps it may be added, such a successful one.
Then just one other word on matches in general.
This is to thank the many members for the great
trouble they have incurred in order to play in them.
A journey of fifty
miles and more to the course
has been frequent and, on at least one occasion, a start
has been made without breakfast. For all of this
cooperation and enthusiasm the Committee are most
grateful, their task in consequence having been made
such an easy one.
The following are the full results of the matches
played in September :—
v. WROTHAM HEATH.
Played at Wrotham on September 11th.
. The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor
H. F. Whitfield
Et.Col. E. B. Burns ...
Et.Col. F. B. Dyne
Major J. Crookenden
Capt. H. H. C. Baird
A. Gosselin
Maj.Gen. Sir A. Eynden Bell
(5 & 3)

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

Wrotham Heath.
R. J. E. Smith (3 & 1)
W. R. Stratton (4 & 3)
A. Ogilvie (4 & 3)
P. Phillips (1 up)
A. D. Parkin (2 & 1) ...
D. Keane (5 & 3)
G. D. Trees (3 & 2) ...
J. H. Gosselin

FOURSOMES.

Trevor & Whitfield (4 & 3) ... 1 Smith and Stratton ...
Burns and Dyne (3 & 2)
... 1 Ogilvie and Phillips ...
Crookenden & Baird (halved)
0 Parkin and Keane (halved)
Gosselin and Eynden Bell ... 0 Trees and Gosselin (2 & 1)

v. HERNE BAY.
Played at Herne Bay on September 19th.
The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor
H. F. Whitfield (halved)
R. M. Bourne (2 & 1)
Capt. J. Turk ...
Major J. V. R. Jackson
Et.Col. F. Bradley Dyne
Capt. B. Hammond Da vies
Major J. Crookenden ...

0
... 0
... 1
0
... 0
... 0
... 0
... 0

Herne Bay.
P. T. S. Brook (5 & 4)
P. B. Durnford (halved)
H. B. Steane ...
F. M. Wheatley (3 & 2)
H. V. Stebbings (5 & 3)
T. W. Marshall (1 up)
W. E. Maylan (7 & 6)...
B. A. Groves (2 up) ...

FOURSOMES.

Trevor and Whitfield (2 & 1)
1 Brook and Durnford ...
Bourne and Turk
...
... 0 Steane and Wheatley (4 & 3)
Jackson and Dyne
0 Stebbings and Marshall (1 up)
Davies and Crookenden
... 0 Moylan and Groves (6 & 4) ...
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The Past and Present Association.

M

INUTES of the 60th Meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association held at the Depot,
Canterbury, on Sunday, September 5th, 1926, at
10 a.m.
Present:—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the chair).
Colonels W. H. Trevor, D.S.O. and H. Pindlay,
C.B.E. (Secretary).
Major P. W. Tomlinson.
Captains R. M. Watson (representing 1st Battalion),
and N. D. Rice (representing 2nd Battalion).
C. R. B. Knight, Esq., (representing the Depot).
MINUTES.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were passed and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
EMIGRATION.—The following letter on this subject
addressed to General Uangton, President of the Queen's
Own Rifles of Canada was submitted and approved :—
Dear General Uangton,
Captain Morgan on his return from his most
enjoyable visit to you, informed us that you would
like to receive from us a letter containing
suggestions to assist us in sending good men of the
Regiment out to settle in your Country.
This suggestion has given us much food for
thought and hence the delay in writing you.
Captain Morgan has given us much interesting
and helpful information regarding your Military
College at Kingston and has also told us about the
Ontario Agricultural College at Guelph.
Our Past and Present Association is very
anxious to assist good men on retirement to
emigrate. It is thought, however, that the training
obtainable in this country would not assist a man
very much in Canada—and that it would be much
better if good exsoldiers wishing to emigrate and
farm were to receive this training in the country
they wish to settle in. It is realized that in the
winter there is no work in Canada on the land,
but we have been wondering whether it would be
feasible to send a few men to Canada, say in the
spring, with a view to them being trained by some
of the big landowners in the practical work during
the summer, and in the winter for them to be
trained at some College in the theory of farming.
If some such scheme could be introduced the
men so trained should presumably, after two or
three years, have acquired sufficient knowledge to
start in a small way on their own account.
We should much like to know if you think such
an arrangement at all practicable, and if so, how
long the man would normally take to acquire the
necessary knowledge—what his training would cost
per annum, including board and lodging and
roughly what capital would be required," when
trained, to establish him on the land, where by hard
work he would be able to make sufficient to keep
himself and possibly a wife.
Believe me,
Yours sincerely,
[Si>ned) : E. G. T. BAINBRIDGE,
MajorGeneral,
Chairman, Past and Present Association The Buffs.
INVESTMENTS.—Certain
suggestions
regarding
change of investments, submitted by the United
Service Trustee having been referred to the Com
mittee's Pinancial Adviser, it was decided that owing
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to the comparative early date the said investments
would be redeemable at 100%, no change should be
made.
MEMENTO TO THE QUEEN'S OWN RIFEES OF CANADA.

It was decided that this should take the form of a silver
Dragon cigar lighter. The Secretary was instructed
to obtain the drawing of the model which had been
supplied by Messrs. Mappin and Webb to the 1st
Battalion and pass this to Captain Watson for
verification as to its accuracy.
REGIMENTAE MUSEUM.—A number of replies
received from retired officers regarding the proposal
to form a Regimental Museum were placed before the
Committee and it was decided that the matter should
be brought forward when fuller replies had been
received from Officers Commanding the 1st and 2nd
Battalions.
Past and Present Association.
FINANCE.—(a) A bill having been submitted by
the Officer Commanding the Depot in connection with
600 copies of the Memorial Service it was decided that
the question of payment should be held over,
pending particulars as to the expenditure of £10 already
granted to the Officer Commanding the Depot, in
connection with this function.
(b) A small profit on the provision of the Enclosure
for Australian v. Kent Match having been forecasted,
it was decided that the balance credit should be placed
to the Past and Present Association Account and be
utilised in covering the expenses incurred by the Officer
Commanding the Depot in respect of the Past and
Present Cricket Match.
(r) The sum of £3 was sanctioned towards the
expenses incurred by Mr.
, late the Buffs, in
connection with his wife's funeral.
(d) A guarantee up to £5 was approved towards
the establishing in some employment of the daughter
of Mr.
, late the Buffs, who, through an accident,
had lost an arm, on the understanding that the S. and
S.P.A. could and would obtain through other sources,
sufficient funds to carry out the scheme.
EMPEOYMBNT.  It having been ascertained that a
vacancy was about to occur in the Barracks at Canter
bury for the Steward, at the Prince of Wales' Institute,
the Secretary was instructed to notify the Secretary of
the Institute that the Committee of the Past and
Present Association considered that this appointment
should be given alternately to an excavalryman and
an exBuff. Further that as the appointment had
been held for years by an excavalryman, the
Committee were of opinion that this vacancy should
now be filled by a man of the Regiment.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—The Secretary was
instructed to ascertain from the Officer Commanding
the 2nd Battalion whether Thursday, October 7th,
would be convenient to him for the next Committee
Meeting to be held at the Naval and Militaiy Club,
Iyondon, at 10.30 a.m.
NEW MEMBERS.

The following are the names of the New Members
who have joined the Association since 18/8/26.

Mr. W. S. Eee, Mr. G. J. Sweetman, Mr. D. J. Hammond, Mr. J.
Johnson, Mr. G. Blackman, Pte. Goodsell, Mr. H. Staples, Mr. Ward,
Mr. J. Stevens, 62781759 Pte. Parbury, Mr. P. Eloyd, Mr. A. Ashdown.

DONATIONS.

The following donations have been received for the
period 18/8/26 to 18/9/26
The 2nd Battalion The Buffs
Miss F. Harley
Mr. J. Simmonds

£
4
1
0

s.
9
1
2

d.
0
0
6
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Remarks on Vocational Training.

BY MAJOR F. K. HARDY, D.S.O., Army Educational Corpsg
It has come to my notice that although the trades
BUIEDING CONSTRUCTION.—Unless a man has some
taught at the Army Vocational Training Centres are
definite end in view it is inadvisable for him to undergo
set out in detail in Army Council Instruction No. .590
this course.
of 1924, many N.C.O.'s and Men, not having the
PEUMBING.—Experience plays a large part in this
opportunity of consulting that Army Council
trade. Students are taught one or more branches
Instruction, are ignorant of the range of classes for
according to their wishes or ability.
which they can apply.
ESTATE HANDYMAN.—This training consists of
For this reason I will give a complete list of
rough woodwork, plumbing, painting and general
the classes at Catterick and Hounslow and will add
household repairs. Care of electric light and pumping
some explanatory notes to those held at Hounslow.
plant can be given if required.
The trades taught are :—
EEECTRic WIRING.—This consists of indoor wiring
AT CATTERICK.
for lighting, telephones and bells and the care of electric
General Farming
Bricklaying
light plant. Employment is not easily found in this
Dairy Farming
Plastering
work which demands considerable theoretical know
Pig Farming
Carpentry
ledge. Applicants should have a distinct bent for
J oinery
Poultry Farming
electrical work.
Painting and Decorating Market Gardening
UPHOESTERY.—This trade is largely done by piece
Smithing
Fruit Farming
work which means that in order to secure a good wage,
Boot Repairing
Groundsman
speed is essential. Speed cannot be taught in six
Overseas Settlement.
months, though an adaptable student should be able
AT HOUNSEOW.
to compete with anyone after further experience.
Electric Wiring
Bricklaying
Fitting and Turning
Plastering
FRENCH POEISHING.—This is taught as an adjunct
Moulding
Carpentry
to Upholstery, but applicants with a definite object in
Motor Mechanics
J oinery
view can take it as a separate subject.
Painting and Decorating Acetylene Welding
BOOT REPAIRING.—Speed cannot be taught in six
Private Service
Smithing
months. It only comes with experience. For this
GardenerHandyman
Boot Repairing
reason direct employment is not easy to obtain: There
Upholstery
Plumbing
are fair openings for those who wish to set up on their
French Polishing
Building Construction
own, but for success these must have the business sense
Handyman.
and choose their locality with care.
THE CHOICE OF A TRADE.
MOTOR MECHANICS.—The openings in this trade are
N.C.O.'s and Men would be well advised to
fairly good. Although driving is taught it is not
remember, all through their service, that the day will
possible to guarantee that every N.C.O. and man
come when they have to find civil employment. There
attending this class can get driving instruction. Every
are many ways of preparing for that evil day, but the
endeavour, however, is made to give this form of
three most important, to my mind, are deciding upon
instruction.
the district in which to settle, choosing a trade which
FITTING AND TURNING.—Employment is found
offers prospects in that district and keeping in with
fairly readily for those with some previous experience.
friends and relations who can help in the search for
SMITHING.—There is very little opening today for
employment.
the farrier. This course will give him instruction in
To emphasise these points, it is not generally
general smith's work, tool making and acetylene
recognised that some trades are universally practiced
welding, and so widen his chance of employment.
throughout the British Isles; others may be localized
MOUEDING.—Only small work is done, but N.C.O.'s
to certain definite areas. Take as instances Carpentry,
and Men who have had previous experience can get
a trade which is found in every town and village in
these islands and Thatching, which is only found in
back their skill. Employment is good.
some purely agricultural districts. Human nature
ACETVEENE WE,EDING.—Taught as an adjunct to
being what it is, it is obvious that a friend who is in
Smithing, Fitting and Motor Mechanics. Can be taken
good employment and well considered by his boss or
as a separate course by those who have a definite object
foreman can, if he wishes to, assist another into
in view.
a vacant job over the heads of countless unknown
GARDENERHANDYMAN.—The aim of this class is
applicants.
to turn out a man useful in the garden and in looking
THE HOUNSEOW TRADES.
after poultry and a pig or two. Specialized or large
BRICKEAYING.—This trade, which is suitable for
scale work is not done.
young men, will be found all over the country. In six
PRIVATE SERVICE.—The training includes valeting,
months a higher standard of skill can be reached than
table work, care of silver, glass, china and furniture.
in many other trades.
Good
posts in private houses, clubs and hotels are avail
PEASTERERS.—Requires a powerful and flexible
able for suitable men. Applicants should be
wrist. It is a young man's trade for which excellent
unmarried, bear an exemplary character and have an
openings exist.
unblemished medical record. A man whose wife has
CARPENTERS AND JOINERS.—There is a good
been in service and is ready to return will find good
demand up and down the country for carpenters who
opportunities provided that there is no family
understand fixing.
Bench work and joinery require
Army Council Instruction No. 590 of 1924 imposes
skill and experience to ensure constant employment.
restrictions on certain of the above^ classes. These are
A small woodmill provides training for those who need
" previous experience " and " promise of employment
it.
but I can say, authoritively, that an applicant who
PAINTING AND DECORATING.—This trade suffers
can prove that he has a sound reason for wishing to
from serious depression in the winter months. All
undergo any particular course will be considered for
branches of this trade are taught and those who wish
a vacancy as if he had the experience or promise
can specialize in signwriting or in coach painting.
normally required.
Spray painting is to be introduced shortly.
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The Origin of Berber Artillery.
rpHE war waged so stubbornly by the Moorish
JL Chieftain, Abd el Krim, against the French and
Spaniards—or rather the probable treatment of his
wounded—gave me a subject for my first article for
The Dragon.
That article dealt with the primitive surgery of
North African tribes. Conversation last winter with
French officers returned to Algeria from the front in
Morocco, combined with Abd el Krim's subsequent
surrender, have recalled to my mind an item of North
African military " history " which I gleaned some years
ago and which forms the subject of this article.
Abd el Krim used artillery ; imported from—who
knows where ?
Of course artillery has been used on the North
African coast, in such centres of Turkish rule as Algiers,
since long before the days of the French occupation
of the country.
Did not the guns of Algiers (to their own detriment!)
try conclusions with the British Navy a century ago ?
But, somehow, one does not connect the use of even
the most antiquated artillery with the methods of
warfare employed by the wild native Berber tribes of
the North African hills. Indeed, some people might
well imagine that the title of " Father of the Berber
Artillery " might justly be claimed by Abd el Krim in
19256.
In point of fact he has no claim to such title what
ever, as, I think, the following note will prove.
More than half a century ago a tribe known as the
Ouled Sultan, inhabiting some all—but inaccessible
rocky mountains in southeastern Algeria, revolted
against the French. Though lacking in training and
discipline they put up a doughty fight.
For these
Algerian hillmen have ever shown themselves stern
warriors from the earliest times, from the days before
Hannibal led them to the invasion of Spain, Gaul, and
Italy down to the Great War, in which they did so well
in the service of France.
But the Ouled Sultan were badly handicapped by
their equipment. Agile as a goat and fighting in his
native hills, the Berber foot soldier could make the best
use of such arms as he possessed, but these were
extremely antiquated.
His musket—still in use today—consisted of a
muzzleloading flintlock with a smoothbored barrel
more often four feet long than three. An ornamental
object for a museum, no doubt, especially when as is
frequently the case, it is embellished with wide bands
of worked silver and its butt and foreend are richly
inlaid with coral or ivory.
But not quite the weapon to use against a
Continental army, even of fifty years ago.
Pistols of similar pattern—in which a twelveinch
barrel would look absurdly short; short swords;
daggers ; and clubs, which, from their curved striking
edges, are still known as " chicken's breasts," com
pleted the armament of the Ouled Sultan warriors.
Their powder they made themselves. It is made
today in many a corner of Algeria, despite the restric
tions of modern French authority.
Still, badly armed as they were, they did fairly
well until the French started searching their hillsides
with shell from mountain guns.
Then it was obvious to the hillmen that some
thing must be done about it.
Often in the history of war the great crisis has
produced the great man. One emerged among the
Ouled Sultan. He suggested that his fellow tribesmen
should make guns of their own.
Were they not famous in the country round for their
skill at many native crafts ? They were ; and they
still are.

And, after all, what was a gun to a Berber of fifty
years ago ? Merely a tube blocked up at one end,
perforated by a touch hole, and fired by a tuft of burn
ing grass.
Such were the weapons the older men had seen in
use by the Turks before the arrival of the French.
Could not the Ouled Sultan craftsman produce
such a piece of cannon ? Of course they could.
But what were they to make it of ? The use of
metal, in their mineless hills, would have necessitated
the melting down of all the weapons of their infantry
to produce but a moderate sized gun.
What was wrong with wood ? That commodity
they had in comparative plenty on their lower slopes,
studded with juniper and evergreen oak.
The (presumably) first Berber Master General of
Ordnance selected an evergreen oak.
How on earth he found an even approximately
straight trunk, among the gnarled and twisted trees of
an Algerian hill side, I have never been able to fathom.
But possibly, in the opinion of the earliest Berber
artillerist, a large diameter of bore may have com
pensated for a few curves in its length :
The tree was duly hollowed by means of fire, a touch
hole burnt through it to the bore, and the " piece "
itself was complete. I have never heard how this gun
was mounted ; but I suspect that a few rocks and some
yards of cord, made from plaited half a grass, played
an important part in its " carriage."
We must remember that the niceties of wire
winding, so essential to modern heavy guns and to the
wooden " minnies " recently " made in Germany,"
were unknown to the Ouled Sultan. Besides which
they could scarcely have possessed any wire.
Anyway the new weapon was duly placed for its
initial trial in a position which, it was expected, the
French would attempt to carry by assault.
I do not suppose the art of camouflage seriously
worried the newly formed Berber gunners.
A
'' carriage '' such as I have presumed to have supported
the weapon would conceal itself on a rock strewn hill.
While the woollen cloaks of the men, though once
white, would, as a result of years of contact with the
soil (combined with lack of acquaintanceship with
water) have taken unto themselves so much of the local
hillside as to be practically indistinguishable from it.
I know from personal experience that a socalled
" white" native cloak (when it has reached a fruity
maturity) is about as hard a thing to see in the desert
or on the barren Algerian hills as the most carefully
designed camouflage could possibly be. The Ouled
Sultan's C.R.A.—having but one gun in his command,
he presumably attended its operations in person—then
proceeded to load his piece with handfuls of locally
made powder. The dry bed of a neighbouring stream
provided him with a number of rounded pebbles,
excellent substitutes for grapeshot, the forerunner
of shrapnel. Thus prepared, the tribesmen awaited
the assault.
The French Infantry carried out their part of the
programme
with
remarkable
precision.
They
obligingly came on to the attack at exactly the right
point. As they scrambled up the steep hillside towards
the Ouled Sultan position a blinding flash, a deafening
roar informed them that the hitherto undreamed of
Berber artillery had spoken.
And the results : To the joy of the newly formed
gunners, they beheld six Frenchmen fall!
Exactly what happened in the next few moments
I do not know. Perhaps the sudden apparition of such
a grotesque engine of destruction may have caused the
French assaulting troops to pause. Perhaps, indeed,
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some of the more artistic among them may have
stopped to make a sketch of it, despite the attentions
of concealed Berber snipers :
One never knows what people will do in the
presence of the unexpected. One fact is clear,
however, and that is that the Ouled Sultan had time
to ram home another charge.
Then it was that the Berber C.R.A.—evidently a
man of a mathematical turn of mind—experienced
what is vulgarly known as a " brainwave." He
decided at once that if a given charge of powder and
rocks will incapacitate six Frenchmen, double that
charge will incapacitate twelve.
With a man of his qualities, to think is to act. In
a few seconds a still more blinding flash, a yet more
deafening roar announced that the Berber artillery had
spoken once again. But for ever after it held its peace.
Even the powder of the Ouled Sultan could blast
a simple treetrunk and their regiment of artillery,
probably the first of its kind, had perished almost at
its birth !
And who shall point the finger of scorn at their
C.R.A. ? He was experimenting—in an emergency—
with a (to him) new weapon of war. He died fighting
for his country or rather for the privilege of murdering
and plundering his neighbours, to which privilege
French authority had objected, and these two just
causes were all the same to him.
Further he died beside his gun.
At least he seems to me to possess a greater claim to
be considered the Father of Berber Artillery than any
other native of whom I have ever heard. I do not
suppose that Abd el Krim ever gave a thought to such
a matter as that title, but I have sometimes wondered
if the recently defeated Moorish Chieftain had ever
heard of the episode I have described.
The unwritten word travels widely in North Africa ;
and is it not generally believed that Abd el Krim
caused his guns to be served by foreigners ?
M. W. HII/TONSIMPSON.
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" On the March."
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" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
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Matters of Interest.
WHO IS HE ?

Identity puzzle of a wounded man.
The British Consular authorities at Rotterdam are
trying to establish the identity of a man believed to
be a disabled British exsoldier, who claims the name
of Paul Horn or Paulo Horon.
The man is about 32, of slight build, and has
extensive scars on the right arm, left leg and abdomen.
The teeth are nearly all missing. He is deaf and dumb
although he may have slight hearing in left ear. He
can read English and write one or two words with
difficulty. He was born either at Baltimore, United
States, or lived there for a time as a child. His father's
Christian name he gives as Aron or Armin, his mother's
as Katerin and his brother's as Luis. He indicates
that his brother lives at Rio de J aneiro and is
interested in coffee and bananas.
When shown a British Army List ha appeared to
be most interested in the Buffs, and particularly to the
action which that regiment fought at FlersCourcelette.
He was probably wounded twice and may have been
a noncommissioned officer.
The wounds causing his disability were inflicted at
Rheims, which he spells as Reimz. He seems to have
been in hospital in London and at Cambridge.
( DailyjMail).
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Round and About.
The English climate has a delicate
sense of humour as is shown by a com
parison between the weather conditions
which prevailed at the time of the second Test Match
and the grilling heat which welcomed the opening of
the Football Season. Who would live in such places
as India and Egypt with their clearcut seasons when
one can bask in the glorious sunshine of an eleventh
hour summer in England ?
INDIAN
SUMMER.

*

*

*

*

There must have been many whose
memories were stirred recently by the
reports of the St. Barnabas pilgrimage
to the Near Eastern Fronts. There
will probably be some extensive accounts
of the various journeys now that the
pilgrims are home and we shall hear what Orljak,
Dudular, Kukus and other well remembered places
look like today. The Times published an interesting
special article on the Macedonia of 1926 not long ago.
Apparently some really great effort has been made to
utilise the magnificent agricultural resources of the
country by a scheme for settling thousands of refugees
in small farms throughout the country. This scheme,
together with "the reorganisation of the Police Force
by an Englishman, bids fair to make Macedonia
a prosperous place. If only our old enemy, Mr.
Anopheles, can be induced to restrict his activities,
malaria will be stamped out and the chief objection to
the place removed.
THE
PIEGRIMAGE
To THE
EASTERN
FRONTS.

*

*

*

So history repeats itself after the lapse
of not many years.
*

*

*

*

THE LEAGUE NO man would wish to pour scorn on
AND THE
the wellintentioned efforts of the world's
PRODIGAE. statesmen to ensure the harmony of

nations in future and to educate the
world against war. None the less there was something
a little " overdone " about the handshaking when
our late enemies were admitted to the League. The
speech of an eminent European statesman on the
occasion was so emotional that his own countrymen
at home thought the irony {sic) had been a little too
lavish. It is one thing to kiss and be friends, but even
an embrace should have its limits.
PAREIAMENT. Before long the vacation will be over

and the game at Westminster will be
started again. The brief session last month was
productive of one scene, the ubiquitous Mr. Jack Jones
falling foul of the Chair even on that short day.
I suppose we must expect more of it when the House
reassembles and the columns of our daily press, so
thankfully given up to the Channel swimming queue,
will once more tell of heated verbal exchanges and un
parliamentary behaviour while the country waits for
something to be done.
*

*

*

Mr. Belloc wrote a book with the above
title in an endeavour to point out how
and why we diverge from the nation
that is so seldom now spoken of as our cousins. Like
everything Mr. Belloc writes it is wellreasoned and
entertaining and I recommend it to anyone who is
prone to jump to conclusions about the U.S.A.
*
*
*
*
THE
Those who read " The Forsyte Saga "
SiEVER
by John Galsworthy very naturally read
SPOON.
" The White Monkey." Now has
appeared " The Silver Spoon " in which
we are carried further in the lives of the characters of
those fascinating books. It is good to hear that " The
Silver Spoon " is only the second of a trilogy and that
we shall know more about Fleur and Michael Mont
and even, perchance, a little more about old Soames
Forsyte who is growing old and perplexed, but much
more lovable as time goes on.
THE
CONTRAST,

H:

*

LECTURERS IN How wonderful is the thirst that all
THE STATES, true Americans have for knowledge,

judging by the lecture tours that are
undertaken by distinguished and undistinguished
literary persons from England. The average English
man shuns a lecture like poison, chiefly because he has
' had some ' when young. The American, presumably
actuated by a desire for intellectual ' uplift,' pays
dollars till he dies to hear what the writer of some best
seller has to say about anything.

*

*

*

DEBITS AND Mr. Kipling's new book has had, it
CREDITS.
seems to me, a good " Press." Of

course there are always some of the
modern critics who can never forgive him for having
written as an " inspiied journalist" when he was
nineteen. I have not read " Debits and Credits " yet
but one or two of its stories I came across in magazines
not long ago and there was much of the old magic in
them with a lot of the serenity that years have brought.
It is interesting to see that the publishers have
reproduced some of the manuscript to decorate the
paper jacket round the book.

*

THE TURKS It was reported that the Turks objected
AND SEWEA. to the pilgrims landing at Suvla Bay.
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*

*

*

*

AN EYE A man I know who does not smoke
FOR AN EYE. many cigars because " gaspers " are

cheaper was in the habit of meeting
daily in his business a Hebrew gentleman who always
smokes cigars. The Hebrew gentleman invariably
asked my friend for a light for his cigar, until one day
the latter seized his chance, and when the Hebrew
gentleman said " Can you give me a light for
my cigar ?" replied " Certainly, and can }^ou give me
a cigar for my light ?"
What's more he got it, which only goes to prove
that the early bird catches the worm. Well, perhaps
that is not the proverb I was thinking of. Anyway,
let it go at that because this article is already heaven
knows how many days late !

Benevolent Fund.
The following disbursements have been made during
the period 18/8/26 to 18/9/26:
£ s. d.

'

Aug. 13.
16.
17.
20.
23.
25.
26.
30.
31.
Sept. 1.

1.
1.
1.
8.
10.
11.
11.
11.
13.
13.
13.
17.
17.

Loan ...
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Two months' rent ...
Grant
Grant for funeral expenses
Grant
Eoan
Grant
Grant for funeral expenses
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant

30 0
1 10

1 0 0
l

0

0

1 10

0

1 0 0
2 14 8
3 0 0
0 10 0

0
0
0

1 0
2

0

3 10
2 0

1 0

4 0
3 10
1 0 0
1 10 0
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Correspondence.
OBITUARY.

The Editor, The Dragon, Canterbury.
Dear Sir,
The mail brought the news from India of the death
of excolour sergeant Tom Hoar (Snowball) who died
on the 18th August last. Hoar was in the 1st
Battalion and left them to join the Permanent Staff of
the Volunteers, eventually becoming R.S.M. of the
Eastern Bengal Rifles. After leaving the service on
pension he obtained work in the Imperial Tobacco
Company from which, at about the age of 60, he left
with a substantial bonus.
A very heavy man, at one time well over 18 stone,
he could run 100 yards in 12 seconds and when, in the
height of a particularly hot season he was sent with a
machine gun to the heart of Orissa to quell some rising,
nobody expected to see him come back, but big as he
was he marched twenty miles a day with a
temperature up in the 'twenties.
There must be many who remember Snowball,
although he left the regiment about 35 years ago. He
leaves a widow and three or four children.
Chingrui Khal,
Yours faithfully,
Queen's Park Avenue,
H. HOBBS.
Bournemouth.
TERRITORIAL CADET UNITS.

Dear Sir,
With reference to your account of the Territorial
Cadet camp at Cheltenham in the September Dragon :
it may be of interest to some of your readers to have
some further details of these Cadet Corps and these
I send you, in case you .should wish to publish them.
Cadets pay anything up to 3/ a term to the corps
funds, while in addition there is the capitation grant
of 5/ for each " efficient." Clothing, equipment,
ammunition and other expenses have to be found from
these sources. It is therefore necessary for corps to
raise additional funds as best they can. Camp costs
each cadet 35/ plus railway fare. There are no extra
expenses which the cadet is called upon to pay. The
messing is plain but ample and good—average cost
per head for the fortnight 1 /2 to 1 /3 per day.
The arms issued by the War Office can only
be described as " has beens " so antiquated are they in
pattern, ranging from *45 M.H. carbines to the
L.E.M.R.'s of several dates of issue. Schools are
provided with good armouries and their discipline is
such that they are fully competent to look after and
care foi the best weapons.
The equipment, which has to be paid for by the
Cadet Units, is on the same scale, a variety ranging
from the old white belt and pouch to the present web
pattern. Surely there must be still in existence
a number of sets of the leather equipment, made for
the Great War, which might be given as a free issue or
issued on repayment for a modest figure. An upto
date weapon and uniform pattern equipment would
go a long way to make an already welldisciplined,
well drilled and well setup organisation of cadets even
better.
The work of the Public Secondary Schools' Cadet
Organisation is hampered through lack of funds. With
an income from say, £5,000 to £7,000, much useful
propaganda work among those schools not already
affiliated could be done, more ammunition could be
issued—it must be remembered that every round has
to be bought out of the funds—a uniform equipment
might gradually be introduced, and so on.
In conclusion it must be stated that some parents
refuse to allow their boys to join the Cadet Corps on
the grounds that it is teaching militarism. There is

no militarism—i.e., excess of military spirit—or any
suggestion of Might over Right in the Cadet Movement.
What the training cadets receive is on military lines
and intended to improve the mental, moral and
physical powers, to make them loyal, patriotic and good
citizens in peace time, and to fit them to take their
places in the defence of hearths and homes, should the
Motherland ever have need to call upon their services.
I am, Sir,
Gloucester Street,
Yours faithfully,
Painswick,
R. F. PEARSON,
Gloucestershire.
Colonel, late the Buffs.
[Note.—We need not remind our readers that Colonel
Pearson has been Commandant of the Annual Camp for
the past three years, as well as a member of the Association
Council, so that he may be said to speak with authority.
Ed.]
COMPLIMENTARY.

Dear Sir,
I enclose my halfyearly subscription to The Dragon
and continue to find it very good reading, and many
of the articles relating to the thrilling lives of past and
present Buffs I keep for my small nephew's (who lives
with us) perusal later on. He is only seven now, but
devoted to soldiers and their doings. I should like to
see him a " Buff " one day.
My new address after October will be—
The Wide Outlook, Springfield Crescent, Park
stone, Dorset.
Bay End,
Yours truly,
Victoria Road,
EDITH J. PI ARRIS.
Swanage.
PAST AND PRESENT DINNER.

Sir,

I am enclosing postal order valued 6/ for the
Annual Dinner, which I shall endeavour to attend.
Being a Champion Athlete of the 1st Battalion in
India for a number of years, I am pleased to say I still
do a bit in that line. At our firm's Annual Outing on
11th September I managed to win 1st Prize Veterans'
Race, 1st Prize PuttingtheWeight, 1st Prize Wheel
barrow Race, 2rd Prize Pickaback Race ; and I also
won a match for a small bet aside 100 yards.
I received eight yards start, the man I was running
being 32 years of age. I am 57 and am very pleased
to say I won easily ; so you see, Mr. Editor, I am still
carrying on.
Midland Iron Works,
SAILOR COOPER,
Aston Road,
One of the 1883 Boys.
Birmingham.
NIGERIA.

Sir,

I beg to ask how I stand in the Past and Present
Association.
I joined the Association in 1921 (?) whilst serving
with the 2nd Battalion in Iraq and became a life
member. I received a circular blue enamelled badge
with a silver Dragon in the centre.
Since then I believe there has been some alteration
as to life membership. I am still desirous of being a
life member and so, if I am not one now through this
alteration, will you kindly inform me of the correct
steps to take, etc.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Ankpa
Your obedient servant,
via Otourkpo.
W. G. STEWART, C.Q.M.S.,
3rd Bn, Nigeria Regiment.
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A Calcutta Man's Travels.
Java's Army.

T

HE Dutch keep their 34,000 Colonial troops quite
separate from their Home Army, and accept
recruits of any colour or race provided they are
physically fit with the result they are like what the
Devil called the Ten Commandments—a mixed lot.
Crack regiments are said to maintain a standard of
66 p.c. Europeans ; other units have half that
proportion, but as the term ' European' includes
Japanese, it has a wide significance and the percentage
of whites must be low. It is said that most of the
N.C.O.'s and all the gunners are Europeans, but so far
as the N.C.O.'s go that does not seem to be the general
rule. Men enlist for 40 years, but Colonial service
counts double (as it does with us on the West Coast of
Africa). They take pension after 20 years, or after
15, if invalided. Pensions seem slightly better than
ours and there is a fixed scale of compensation for the
loss of sight or limbs. Subalterns and captains each
serve 12 years in their respective ranks and a few weeks
after putting up the major's crown become Lieutenant
Colonels ; two years later sees them Generals. Every
Dutchman serving in the East must undergo eight
months strict training in the Army immediately he
attains the age of 22 years; during that time
his employer has to pay him twothirds of his salary,
so the men rather welcome the experience. Every
three years a short period is spent with a regiment and
when he attains the age of 32 he is transferred to the
reserve.
NAVY AND AIR SERVICE.

Like ourselves, the Dutch are a maritime nation
who think so much about their navy that they almost
despise the army.
In one of Lord Fisher's books he
exults over an incident when a petty officer told a
major, " Now then, you lobster! look alive or I'll
knock your sanguinary block off !" Very indignant,
the major reported the incident and was told by the
naval martinet, " Well, by God! if you don't look
alive he'll do it !" The extraordinary part about it
is that this mentality is all onesided, but there it is
and while it might not happen in the Dutch services,
their navy is top dog all the time. I heard that the
navy try to grab everything for themselves just as
our navy in 1912 effected the disbandment of
submarine miners and other coast defence units and
in 1913 almost succeeded in bagging the whole of the
Garrison Artillery. The Dutch navy want to get a
grip of the air service which seem to keep highly
efficient some seventy planes in Bandeong, disregard
ing the obvious advantages of keeping the branches
separate. Whatever may be said about bringing all
the services under one head there is no doubt that
with navy and army administration run independently
it is possible, by coordination, to checkmate the wild
cat schemes of ambitious politicians.
The Dutch air service is often employed in
surveying land to settle disputes in the Courts just as
in the United States, when they tried to check the
ravages of the boll weevil, they demarcated a belt of
country where cotton cultivation was prohibited.
Americans are as devoted to breaking laws as China
men are to gambling and over vast areas it was easy
to circumvent the Government until inspection by
aeroplane was organized. In Weltevreden I was shewn
some aerial pictures of volcanic craters which look like
ulcers on the face of the earth. Practically all the
active craters have been photographed, corroborating
the great work done by a Dutch explorer in 1844, who
climbed and mapped every one in J ava ; so accurately
did he do his work that his pictures are equal to those
taken from the air.

European soldiers, recruited at Home or in the
East, live and serve side by side with their Javanese
comrades, a system which strikes a strange note when
one sees a tall, swaggering pureblooded Dutchman,
standing out in the ranks like a motor 'bus among a
mob of costermongers' barrows. I asked how such
conditions were introduced and was told that an
Eurasian General, utterly unable to see any difference
between the two peoples, ordered it to be so, and there
it is. Of course the European who could tolerate such
a life must belong to a poor class, but in spite of
assertions that the system worked without friction,
I did not once see a pucca European soldier with
a Javanese "walking out chum," which speaks for
itself. And yet it was a common sight to see an
European merchant taking an airing in his pyjamas
in the evening. A Dutchman recently in Calcutta
freely admitted that they could not show a battalion
like the North Staffords who were far beyond their
ideas of Colonial troops. " Some of your privates are
good class men before they join. Ours never are:
You have a military class in England."
IN BARRACKS.

I was able to look round some barracks which,
much like our own, were large and clean, but the beds
were double decked, low wooden thaktaposhes with
another, supported on four metal rods, three feet above
it. Soldiers can use both, but the under one seems to
be used by the soldier's wife and family who live with
him, married people keeping to one end of the room.
It was difficult to understand how Europeans exist side
by side with the native soldier and his family and put
up with the heat, boredom, mosquitoes, women and
squalling children. The domestic arrangements about
women are not officially recognised, as I was told that
at barrack inspections the women and children had to
go outside and stay under the trees until the officers
passed through the bungalow. A Dutchman did not
approve of the arrangements, but said that the reason
Java was so peaceful was because women were cheap.
" If you have cheap women your men will be contented.
It costs but three guilders to marry in Java and even
then it is customary for guests to find the feast; each
brings something ; a fowl some rice or ghee, or bread
and even money so that the marriage practically costs
nothing. The Dutch are very wise ! If a man wants
to get rid of a woman he does not go to the Mosque ;
he applies to the civil courts where a divorce costs but
75 cents and out she goes ! There is no further
trouble !" It sounded all right, but there is the other
side of it.
On Sundays soldiers walk the streets in swagger
serge uniforms with braided jackets and showy facings ;
the Eurasian element looks smart and suitable for
cavalry, but hardly up to the standard for gunners
although they must be able to do the work or the
Dutch would not waste money on them.
ON THE MARCH.

At 7 o'clock one morning in Djokjokarta I saw a
full company of infantry in khaki serge with full kit
and empty packs, going on a route march headed by
a band and buglers, numbering about twenty musicians
who played quite well. Sandwiched among the rank
and file were some strongly built white men who looked
out of place among the short native soldiers. I stood
in the hotel compound with my camera which evidently
attracted the attention of the band sergeant for he
corrected the dressing of the sections of fours. Three
mounted white officers rode with them, but the men
looked a poor crowd, hardly up to the standard of an
Eurasian volunteer battalion of twenty years ago.
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The 1st Battalion.
been
a
has
month of picnics.
Owing to the great kind
ness of Commander Scott,
R.N., Captain of H.M.S.
Cormorant, nearly the whole
battalion at one time or
another has been away for
the day to the beach at
First River. Parties have
embarked in a steam barge
with a pinnace and whaler
in tow and have thus been
enabled to enjoy a glorious
day splashing about in the
water and basking in the
sun. Mr. Andrews went
with one of the first parties. Since then, we
hear, he has been detailed to instruct the draft
on the subject of precautions against the sun
in hot climates. No doubt his ripe experience
will prove useful to him in this task. But
some have not been satisfied with only a day
on the beach, but must needs go further afield
and spend several nights lulled by the silvery
waves into blissful slumber.
The pioneer of this weekend simplelife
movement was Captain Peareth, who in the
middle of August organized a mixed camp at
Malaya Beach. Every detail was carefully
thought out we are told, and every con
tingency provided for—even to the provision
of a yellow flag. When crossexamined on
his return he grew quite lyrical on the
splendour of the earlymorning sun as it rose
in all its glory from out the still waters of the
Mediterranean.
Whilst on the subject of picnics suggests
mention of the exploits of Colonel and Mrs.
Power in the Pyrenees. Here are some
extracts from a letter just arrived :—
" Our road ran over the Col d'Aubusque to
Argeles. Now we have been over all the
highest passes in the Pyrenees, and none of
HPHIS

A Calcutta Man's Travels—Continued.
For years I always believed that the real test
for soldiers, outside of active service in the field, was
their bearing when tired. Good troops or indifferent
troops look much the same when they march out of
barracks ; it is when tired out that the difference can
be seen and it was a surprise on this hot " September "
sort of morning with the temperature well above 90
to see them marching home as fit or better than when
they started : only three cases of physical distress
were apparent. I could not help feeling that it is not
always well to judge by appearances and if a long
march is any test, then those infantrymen were far
better than I thought them to be.
H.H.
{The Statesman, Calcutta),

them offer the same unwelcome thrills as the
Col d'Aubusque, which is only the third
highest—6,000 feet. It is perfectly wonderful
scenery, but the road is not fit for motors.
In one place there is no room to pass anything
for nearly four miles. This going steeply down
hill, round hairpin bends, with a sheer
precipice down of a thousand feet or more.
As you come to the road it looks like a little
ledger winding along the face of a cliff. To
make one feel happier there are notices all
along—" Very dangerous to motorists. Hug
the cliffs." As we came to one appalling
corner that looked as though we must drive
straight into midair there were three
enormous vultures sitting on a rock—obviously
waiting for an accident. We were talking to
the Goulds about it yesterday—at Ciboung—
and they had the good fortune to drive that
way in a thick mist and never knew there were
any precipices as they could not see more than
a few inches round the car
"
"
We left the motor at Bareges, a
mountain village, and went off with our
baggage on three mules, on a seven hours
climb ; found it a very long day. However,
the glorious air and scenery made one forget
tired limbs. Our lake was so perfect, far
exceeding all our expectations. Rocks, grass,
pine trees, heather and the snowcovered
mountains, the roar of a glazier for music, the
lake about a mile long and the deepest of deep
blues. It was wonderful. R. caught lots of
trout; always four a day on the bad days
and up to twenty on the good days. Not
big—between half and threequarters of a
pound, but very good to eat
"
Lack of space forbids more, and so we must
leave them thousands of feet above the sea
amongst some of the most glorious scenery in
Europe. Before these notes appear we shall
have the pleasure of seeing the Colonel, with
Mrs. Power, back again in Gibraltar.
The mail has also brought news of Mr.
Crozier fishing in Ireland and catching an
8\ lb. salmon on a trout rod after an hour's
struggle. Mr. Williams tells of great slaughter
amongst the partridges in Hampshire with
the addition of hares and rabbits. Stories of
such sport make those who have to stay on
the Rock green with envy. After all what is
there more delightful than a day spent on the
green banks of some brown river gurgling its
way through mosscovered boulders ; or a day
tramping through high grass or dripping
turnip tops after partridges ?
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We are sorry to learn that Mr. Mallam,
who went on leave in June, is not returning to
the battalion as he has been seconded to the
King's African Rifles in East Africa. We hope
he will enjoy the experience and eventually
rejoin us in a few years.
Many officers and others have returned
from leave, bringing firsthand
information
about the Test matches and Canterbury
Week.
During the second week in September a
draft of 150 arrived from the 2nd Battalion.
A fine, smart lot of young fellows they seem
to be and we take this opportunity to welcome
them to the 1st Battalion.

In each case we won a decisive victory by an
innings. The scores are printed below. The final was
a great personal triumph for C.Q.M.S. Hills, who scored
93 and took altogether 13 wickets in the match. Who
said " too old at forty ?" Take note the youngsters !
The side has been a strong one this year. First and
foremost was the fielding.
Very little was ever given
away in this department and most catches were held.
The batting was consistent and all down to No. 11 were
capable of making fifty runs. It is few regimental
sides that can say they have no " rabbit " batsmen.
The bowling of Captain Wilkins and C.Q.M.S. Hills
was also a great factor for success and side after side
were " skittled " out by these two bowlers, who were
ably backed up by the field. Corporal Perry's wicket
keeping deserves a special mention and has been a
marked feature of the season.
The side was only beaten twice during the season.
In each case it was the Exiles who defeated us, once
by 7 runs and once by 2 wickets. As, however, we
defeated them twice, honours are even.
" A KENTISH MAN."

On September 6th and 7th the Battalion
Aquatic meeting was held in a dock in the
Dockyard. Like the running sports, this was
held on the relay system—except on the first
day, which was devoted to individual events.
Most events were keenly contested, "B" Coy.
coming out on top. As, however, waterpolo
is included amongst the aquatic events for
points for the Harris Shield, the result was
not finally settled until the 11th, when "C"
Coy. met "A" Coy. in the final waterpolo
match. "C" Coy. won this by three goals
to nil and so beat "B" Co}', in aquatics by one
point. For this event the order of Companies
is now as follows :—
'"C," "B," "H.Q. 14," "A," " D,"
" H.Q. 23."
On the 20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd the
Battalion Rifle Meeting will be held. As all
classes of shots are catered for, interest should
be keen.
Our cricket team deserves congratulations
for playing with such success throughout the
season. Almost before the ink is dry we shall
have met the Suffolk Regiment in the final of
the Governor's Cup. Our cricket corres
pondent is sending an account of this match
in the hope that it will arrive in time for the
October Dragon. But these notes must be
sent off now as they are already late.
CRICKET NOTES.
Since the last notes appeared we have won the
Garrison InterUnit Competition for the Governor's
Cup.
In the first round we played the Gunners ; in the
semifinal, the Staff and Departments and in the final
the 2nd Battalion the Suffolk Regiment.

Cricket Characters, 1926.
CAPTAIN D. A. WILKINS.—Captain of the side. Slow right hand spin

bowler. Keeps a length, and, therefore, takes wickets. Steady
batsman and consistent scorer. Is not such a good bat on matting
as on grass wickets. Slip fielder.
C.Q.M.S. E. HILLS.—The veteran of the Side. A fine all round
Cricketer. Hard hitting batsman with strokes all round the wicket.
Does not always get his left leg right across ta balls on the off side,
and so is liable to be caught. Medium paced right hand bowler
who always keeps a good length and takes wickets. A safe catch.
2/I/r. J. H. N. FOSTER.—A quickfooted and hardhitting batsman of
the match winning type. Liable to hit a bowler off his length.
His chief weakness is that he often gets out in his first over oj so
through trying to knock the cover off the ball before he has a sight
of it. A fault on the right side in these days of complaints against
the slowness of Cricket. A good field at coverpoint, and a useful
change bowler for a regimental cricket side.
CORPORAL PERRY.—Has developed into an excellent wicketkeeper
who catches some very difficult ones, and stumps smartly. Win
put the finishing touches on his work when he learns to whip off
the bails from balls he takes on the leg side. A greatly improved
batsman who appreciates the value of a straight bat.
LANCECORPORAL LEWIS.—A grand field in any position. A safe catch,
and a brilliant picker up of the baU while running at full speed.
Throws in very accurately. Saves hundreds of runs in a season by
his fielding.
A batsman who hits loose bowling very hard, but
has not got much defence. A slow bowler, useful as a change.
CAPTAIN J. R. WILLOWS.—A batsman with a good eye who can hit
hard. Has improved his defence and learnt which ball to pick out
for hitting. A good field.
LANCECORPORAL BONES.—A fine field in any position, but excels at
Slip. A hard hitting batsman who is useful for going in about
No. 8 or lower, and taking toll of tired bowling. Medium paced
right hand change bowler.
PRIVATE RICHARDS.—A good allround cricketer who has greatly
improved this year. A steady batsman. Will get a lot more runs
when he realizes that the ball on, or just outside, the leg stump
can be scored off by pushing it to the on side. At present he
draws away from it, and often gets out doing so.
A steady medium paced bowler who always keeps a length,
and is, therefore, a very useful change bowler. An excellent field
either in the deep or at slip.
CORPORAL GLAZIER.—A medium paced right hand bowler who varies
his pace well, and will get more wickets when he learns that it pays
better to bowl "over" the wicket, instead of "round.
A dis
appointing bat with a cramped style. Walks in front of his wicket
too much. Slow in the field at present.
SERGEANT TRUBY.—A useful right hand bat who often gets runs, and
has a very fair idea of the correct methods. Useful fielder at short
leg. A medium paced change bowler who will get more wickets
when he pitches the ball up better.
SERGEANT BURVILLE.—An energetic fielder and safe catch in any
^ Gets runs as a batsman and shows signs of improving. Right
hand change bowler. Must learn to keep a length.
LT. V. BOUCHER.—Has possibilities of developing into a steady bats
man, suitable to open an innings. Requires to strengthen his
defence. A slow starter in the field and must keep more on his
toes.
LANCECORPORAL MANCER.—A safe catch in the deep field. A useful
slow right hand change bowler. As a bat his defence is weak.
PRIVATE STOCKER.—Works hard in the field. Not much idea of bat
ting at present, but is always liable to knock a few fours at the
end of an innings.
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Cricket Averages.
BATTING.

tc
to

a

a
<u {<

Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills

t!

1 I'!

si

Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills

^a
.SfO
W
2/Lt. Foster
C.Q.M.S. Hills
Capt. Wilkins
L/Cpl. Lewis
Sergt. Burville
L/Cpl. Bones
Sergt. Truby
2/Lt. Boucher
Pte. Richards
Pte. Thurlow
Corpl. Perry
C.S.M. Farrow
Capt. Willows
L/Cpl. Mancer
L/Cpl. Priest
L/Cpl. Lee
Corpl. Glazier
Pte. Stocker

.
, . .
.

17
18
19
22
19
20
14
12
20
1
24
1
2
10
4
1
20
4

189
96
102
64
49
57
38
41
39
13
49
12
17
26
16
5
15
8

First Innings.
Runs. Wickets. Overs.
20
5
95
15
5
9
Second Innings.
Runs. Wickets. Overs.
33
2
17
30
8
16 1

2
2
1

THE BUFFS v. STAFF & DEPARTMENTS.
Played on 9th and 10th September, 1926.
Won by an Innings and 58 runs.
THE BUFFS.
Lieut. Boucher, b Parry
8
Cpl. Perry, b Turner
0
2/Lieut. Foster, c and b Parry
31
Capt. Wilkins, b Turner
5
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c and b Parry
21
Capt. Willows, c Ovens, b Turner
25
L/c. Lewis, b Turner
0
Sgt. Truby, b Parry...
3
Pte. Richards, b Parry
28
Sgt. Burville, not out
22
L/Cpl. Bones, run out
19
Extras
24

47
465
364
21*3
18
17T
14T
133
13
13
112
12
11
95
57
5
4'6
33

—

3
2

—

1
3

—

2

—
—

1

—

—

6
1

Total

186

BOWLING.

Averages.

39
26
380
. 299
136
. 33
20
2
,, . 8
71

Wickets.

Maidens.

Overs.
.
.

Runs.

L/Cpl. Bones
Sergt. Truby....
Capt. Wilkins...
C.Q.M.S. Hills..,
Corpl. Glazier...
L/Cpl. Mancer...
2/Lt. Foster
L/Cpl. Lewis
Sergt. Burville..
Pte. Richards...,

11
82
6
58
63 1142
95 657
27
459
5 131
63
2
—
22
3
31
9
218

15
8
105
60
28
7
3
1
1
5

54
72
108
109
16*3
185
21
22
31
436

Turner
Parry

STAFF

Runs.
51
66
&

Total
2ND BATTALION THE SUFFOLK REGIMENT v. THE BUFFS,
Played on September 13th and 14th, 1926.
Won by an Innings and 192 runs.

THE BUFFS.

Cpl. Perry, run out
Lieut. V. Boucher, b Whitmore
2/Lt. J. H. N. Foster, c Clarke, b Smith
Capt. D. A. Wilkins, b Bittlestone
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Carthew, b Smith
Capt. Willows, st Clarke
Pte. Richards, lbw, b Bittlestone
L/Cpl. Lewis, lbw, b Whitmore
L/Cpl. Bones, b Ward
Sgt. Burville, b Bittlestone
Sgt. Truby, not out
Byes, 7 ; LegByes, 6 ; WideBalls, 1 ; NoBalls, 1
Extras

0
8
33
21
93
1
2
46
47
16
17

67

Runs.
73
78
29
31
20
53

Wickets. Overs.
2
20
2
26
0
7
1
7T
0
5
4
8

2ND BATTALION THE SUFFOLK REGIMENT.

First Innings.
Capt. Carthew, b Hills
Q.M.S. Maple, b Hills
Sgt. Pallant, b Wilkins
Maj. Bittlestone, lbw, b Wilkins.
L/c. Clarke, c Burville, b Hills...
Capt. Carpenter, c Bones, b Hills
Cpl. Hoxley, c Wilkins, b Hills..
Cpl. Whitmore, b Wilkins
Pte.Bishop,c Burville,b Wilkins
Pte. Smith, c Bones, b Wilkins..
Pte. Ward, not out
Extras
Total

0
1
0
10
0
4
0
6
11
2
1
4
39

Total

Total..

Runs. Wickets. Overs.
18
33
5
31
4
18
First Innings.
Second Innings.
Runs. Wickets. Overs.
21
30
4
17
20
6

61
Maidens.
7
8

Maidens.
6

THE BUFFS v. ROYAL ARTILLERY.
Played on 16th August, 1926.
Won by an Innings and 11 runs.

THE BUFFS.

Cpl. Perry, c and b Johnson
2/Lieut. Boucher, b Johnson
2/Lieut. Foster, c Brazier, b Johnson
Capt. Wilkins, st Sullivan, b Johnson
C.Q.M.S. Hills, b Johnson
L/Cpl. Lewis, c Steele, b Johnson
Pte. Richards, b Pitts
L/Cpl. Bones, c Pitts, b Johnson
Sgt. Burville, lbw, b Hall
L/Cpl. Mancer, c Sullivan, b Hall
Cpl. Glazier, not out
Extras

Maidens.
4
2
0
0
0
0

Second Innings.
b Hills
b Hills
b Hills
b Hills
c Hills, b Wilkins
b Hills
c Richards, b Wilkins
b Hills
c Truby, b Hills
not out
c Richards, b Hills
Extras

18
6
0
9
19
0
0
0
0
0
1
8

The Governor's Cup, 1st|Round.
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Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills

Maidens.
3
0

Second Innings.
c Foster, b Wilkins
not out
b Wilkins
b Hills
lbw, b Wilkins
b Wilkins
b Hills..
c Burville, b Hills..
b Hills
c and b Hills
b Hills..
Extras

BOWLING.

Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills

15

Total

Wickets. Overs.
4
22
5
16

DEPARTMENTS.

First Innings.
Q.M.S. Walters, b Wilkins
26
S/Sgt. Ovens, run out
2
Sgt. Daly, b Hills
3
S/Sgt. Roberts, lbw, b Hills
11
Maj. Croker, b Hills
0
Q.M.S. Orford, c Truby, b WilkinsO
Cpl. Raper, not out
10
Cpl. Cape, st Perry, b Wilkins..
3
Cpl. Turner, c Hills, b Wilkins.. 6
Pte. Parry, c Burville, b Hills... 2
Pte. Wilson, b Wilkins
1
Extras
3

Final of InterUnit Governor's Cup, Gibraltar.

Whitmore
Smith
Bishop
Ward
Hoxley
Bittlestone

Maidens.
4
4

SemiFlnal, Governor's Cup.
705
742
656
469
288
308
198
147
232
13
270
12
22
86
23
5
65
10

BOWLING.
Name.

Maidens.
2
4

Total
19
0
17
1
5
12
4
0
0
0
5
5
68

2
27
79
36
92
17
4
12
22
5
0
10
306
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Wickets. Overs. Maidens.
17.*
2
2
2
32
7
0
12
1
R.A.
Second Innings.
First Innings.
5
Nichols, c Wilkins, b Glazier
4 b Wilkins
0
Sullivan, c Lewis, b Hills
22 c Richards, b Wilkins
12
Budgeon, c Wilkins, b Foster.... 55 b Hills
46
Pitts, c Mancer, b Hills
0 st Perry, b Wilkins
58
Brazier, c Perry, b Hills
2 st Perry, b Foster
0
Pelling, b Hills
0 c Mancer, b Wilkins
c
Lewis,
b
Wilkins
4
Johnson, c Hills, b Wilkin9
0
Hall..

Runs.

.,141
56

THE DRAGON
Perkins, c Wilkins, b Hills
Currie, c Lewis, b Wilkins
Hart, not out
Hall, b Wilkins
Extras
Total

5
0
22
2
7

lbw, b Mancer
c Richards, b Wilkins
c Lewis, b Wilkins
not out
Extras

119

4
6
15
8
18

Total

176

E.T.C.
Grant, c Hills, b Glazier
Woodard, not out
Haines, c Lewis, b Foster
O'Brian, not out
Atkins

THE BUFFS.

Capt. Wilkins, c Costello, b Burke
Cpl. Perry, b Goodhind
Pte. Richards, lbw, b Goodhind
Pte. Rabbath, c Cape, b Goodhind
Capt. Willows, b Staff
L/Cpl. Bones, run out
Sgt. Burville, c Cookson, b Goodhind
L/Cpl. Reed, b Goodhind
I,/Cpl. Humphries, b Goodhind
Pte. Betts, c Craig, b Goodhind
Pte. Barnes, not out
Extras
Total

11

Total

BOWLING.

Wickets. Overs.
0
9
7
13
0
6
1
7
1
4

ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS.

S.Q.M.S. Walter, st Perry, b Wilkins
S.Sgt. Roberts, b Wilkins
L/Cpl. Cape, lbw, b Wilkins
L/c. Burke, lbw, b Burville
S.Sgt. Goodhind, c Richards, b Wilkins
Pte. Cookson, c Willows, b Wilkins
Pte. Owen, b Wilkins
Pte. Craig, b Wilkins
S.Sgt. Costello, not out
Pte. Staff, c Bones, b Wilkins
Sgt. Johnson, c Burville, b Wilkins
Extras
Total

Maidens.
1
2
0
3
0
21
29
1
7
10
0
25
1
29
2
2
3

BOWLING.

THE BUFFS.

Capt. Wilkins, b Serrera
Cpl. Perry, b Balunea
2/Lieut. Foster, c Martin, b Serrera
Pte. Richards, b Balunea
C.Q.M.S. Hills, st Watts, b Martin
L/Cpl. Lewis, c and b Balunea
2/Lieut. Boucher, b Martin
L/Cpl. Bones, c Longs ton, b Martin
Sgt. Burville, b Ellis
L/Cpl. Lee, not out
L/Cpl. Mancer, b Ellis
Extras
Total

Runs. Wickets. Overs.
67
9
18
0
9
29
31
1
8
E.T.C. v. THE BUFFS.
Played on 27th August, 1926.
Match Drawn.

Wilkins
Richards
Burville

THE BUFFS.

2/Lt. Boucher, b Harman
Cpl. Perry, c Milne, b Harman
2/Lt. Foster, c and b Kelly
Capt. Wilkins, not out
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Harman, b Kelly
Pte. Richards, st Liddle, b Gordon
L/Cpl. Lewis, st Liddle, b Haines
L/Cpl. Bones, c and b Gordon
Sgt. Burville, b O'Brian
Extras

Maidens.

Balunea
Martin
Norton
Serrera
Ellis

Wickets. Overs.
2
12
1
13
2
10
1
7
2
5

Wickets. Overs.
3
16
3
15
0
7
2
10
2
3

GIBRALTAR CRICKET CLUB.

Total

Maidens.
3
5
0
0
0
0
20
5
21
29
6
4
23
3
0
0
1

112
BOWLING.

Runs. Wickets. Overs.
Capt. Wilkins
69
8
21
C.Q.M.S. Hills
24
1
11
L/Cpl. Mancer
7
0
3
NAVAL DEPOT v. THE BUFFS.
Played on 11th August, 1926.
Won by 92 runs.
Capt. Wilkins, c Northcott, b Dudeney
Cpl. Perry, c Parker, b Northcott
2/Lieut. Foster, b Harper
Pte. Richards, c Northcott, b Beale
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Richards, b Igglesdon
L/Cpl. Lewis, b Dudeney
2/Lieut. Boucher, b Dudeney
L/Cpl. Bones, not out
Sgt. Burville, c Dukes, b Peacock....
L/Cpl. Priest, b Peacock
Cpl. Glazier, c Dudeney, b Peacock..
Extras
Total

194

BOWLING.

Harman
Haines
Kelly
O'Brian
Gordon

Runs.
36
37
26
61
14

J. Hayward, Jnr., b Capt. Wilkins
Balunea, st Perry, b Capt. Wilkins
Serrera, c Burville, b Capt. Wilkins
.
Ellis, c Lt. Boucher, b Capt. Wilkins
Martin, not out
Dr. Cannila, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
Norton, c Lt. Foster, b Capt. Wilkins
Holborrow, c C.Q.M.S. Hills, b Capt. Wilkins
Longston, st Perry, b Capt. Wilkins
Richmond, c Bones, b Capt. Wilkins
W. Watts, run out
Extras

Maidens.
1
1

Maidens.
1
2
2
1
2

Northcott
Dudeney
Harper
Igglesdon
Beale
Peacock

102
13
9
18
9
44
^9
18
2

0

9

11

235

BOWLING.

Innings declared closed.
Runs.
40
44
48
18
10

201

THE BUFFS.

7
7
0
71
18
39
7
35
1
10

Total

41
7
25
16
31
22
12
0
1
5
16
24

BOWLING.

130

BOWLING.

172

Runs. Wickets. Overs. Maidens.
0
... 40
1
8
Cpl. Gzier
0
...19
1
6
2/Lieut. Foster....
GIBRALTAR CIVILIAN CRICKET CLUB v. THE BUFFS.
Played on 14th August, 1926.
Won by .89 runs.

169
Runs.
29
38
39
19
33

Johnson
Goodhind
Walter
Staff
Burke

54
5
1
4
17
49
16
1
1
2
8
11

19
60
19
70

Innings Closed,
did not bat.

BOWLING.

First Innings.
Runs. Wickets. Overs. Maidens.
Capt. Wilkins
48
3
19
1
Cpl. Glazier
20
1
18
3
C.Q.M.S. Hills
33
5
18
5
2/Lieut. Foster
2
110
Second Innings.
Runs. Wickets. Overs. Maidens.
Capt. Wilkins
70
7
21
5
C.Q.M.S. Hills
30
1
13
2
2/Lieut. Foster
13
1
3
0
L/Cpl. Mancer
11
1
4
2
R.A.S.C. v. THE BUFFS.
Played on 3rd September, 1926.
Won by 39 runs.

313

Runs.
25
55
64
32
39
2

Wickets. Overs.
1
11
2
9
1
10
1
7
1
5
3
2.£

Maidens.
2
0
0
0
0
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NAVAL DEPOT.

Igglesdon, c Bones, b Glazier
Peacock, run out
Northcott, c and b Capt. Wilkins
Pead, b Hills
Beale, c and b Glazier
Dudeney, b Capt. Wilkins
Upson, b Capt. Wilkins
Dukes, c Burville, b Capt. Wilkins
Parker, not out
Richards, run out
Harper, c Glazier, b Hills
Extras
Total

143

BOWLING.

Runs. Wickets. Overs.
56
2
14
25
2
9
45
4
9
8
0
4
E'T.C. v. THE BUFFS.
Played on 10th August, 1926.
Lost by 7 runs.
C.Q.M.S. Hills
Cpl. Glazier
Capt. Wilkins
Pte. Richards

THE BUFFS.

Cpl. Perry, b Harman
Pte. Richaris, b Kelly
2/Lieut. Foster, b Harman
Capt. Wilkins, c Kelly, b O'Brian
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c and b Kelly
L/Cpl. Lewis, c Staples, b Milnes
2/Lieut. Boucher, c Liddle, b Harman
L/Cpl. Bones, c Clinton, b Harman
Sgt. Burville, not out
L/Cpl. Priest, b Kelly
Cpl. Glazier, c Liddle, b Kelly
Extras
Total

5
0
24
5
11
32
37
0
15
2
4
8

BOWLING.

Runs. Wickets. Overs.
Harman
22
4
15
Haines
13
0
5
Kelly
31
4
9
Milnes
5
14
O'Brian
16
1
5
E.T.C.
Woodard, st Perry, b Capt. Wilkins
Harman, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
Haines, c Richards, b Capt. Wilkins
O'Brian, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
Liddle, c and b C.Q.M.S. Hills
Staples, c Lewis, b Capt. Wilkins
Clinton, c and b C.Q.M.S. Hills
Kelly, not out
Gordon, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
Milnes, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
Tighe, st Perry, b Capt. Wilkins
Extras
Total

Maidens.
2
1
0
0

2
11
7
35
19
0
10
0
5
1
0
16
106
Maidens.
6
1
4
2
2
3
6
22
10
1
0
16
33
0
8
13
1
113

BOWLING.

Runs. Wickets. Overs. Maidens.
Capt. Wilkins
61
4
19.4/6
4
C.Q.M.S. Hills
51
6
19
6
MIXED TEAM OF 2ND SUFFOLKS V. THE BUFFS AND E.T.C.
Played on 7th August, 1926.
Won by 5 wickets and 88 runs.
SUFFOLKS AND E.T.C.
R.Q.M.S. Mable, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
7
J. A. Woodward, E.T.C., b Capt. Wilkins
0
C. V. Haines, E.T.C., c Priest, b Capt. Wilkins
0
Cpl. Crook, b Capt. Wilkins
10
M. E. O'Brian, E.T.C., c Perry, b Capt. Wilkins
14
Capt. Carthew, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
4
A. J. Harman, E.T.C., c Priest, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
21
Major Bittlestone, b Capt. Wilkins
2
Cpl. Whitmore, not out
15
Lieut. Elias, b C.Q.M.S. Hills
0
Pte. Bishop, run out
0
Extras......;..;..;.........
5
Total

78

BOWLING.

Capt. Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills

Runs.
50
23

Wickets. Overs.
5
13.J
4
13

THE BUFFS.

Cpl. Glazier, b Haines
L/Cpl. Priest, run out
2/Lieut. Foster, c Carthew, b Haines
Capt. Wilkins, b Harman..
C.Q.M.S. Hills, c Harman, b O'Brian

Maidens.
3
5
2
6
1
12
42

2/Lieut. Boucher, not out
L/Cpl. Lewis, c Bittlestone, b Bishop
Cpl. Perry, not out
L/Cpl. Bones j
Sgt. Burville
> Did not bat.
Pte. Richards J
Extras

41
33
12

18
..167

Total..

BOWLING.
Harman, E.T.C
Haines, E.T.C
O' Brian, E.T.C
Cpl. Crook
Cpl. Whitmore
Pte. Bishop

Runs.
22
29
25
13
27
36

Wickets. Overs.
13
1
9
2
6

1
0
0
1

2

0
4

Maidens.
3
2

0
0
1
0

SERGEANTS' MESS.

I am afraid we owe an apology for having no notes
in the last issue of the regimental paper. However,
as there were many good articles from Canada and
elsewhere, the little we would have to insert I am sure
was not missed. (You are wrong. Editor).
Since writing last we have had the pleasure of being
entertained by our corporals who challenged us to a
series of games in their mess. Owing to several of the
Sergeants being away on leave and various other places,
the numbers were not quite what they would have been
otherwise. However, everyone who could was there,
and a very pleasant evening was spent.
Starting about 7 p.m. we got going pretty well, but
our skill at Phat and darts is somewhat lacking.
I suggest a short course before we take them on again.
There was a good supply of refreshment, liquid and
otherwise, to which everyone did justice.
After the games there was just time for a couple of
musical turns, with which the old stagers, Cpl. Stace,
Sgt. Burt and Cpl. Meakin obliged. I think Meakin's
song was straight from the organ. The words I mean,
and if Mrs. Meakin has to suffer much of that, we offer
her our sympathy : The R.S.M. was asked to sing, but
being afraid of inflicting any further punishment, he
decided to say a few words instead. These were
suitably responded to by Cpl. Stace and we all
departed, without casualties, at 11 p.m.
Results.
Sergeants. Corporals.
8
12
Darts
6
14
Push pice ...
14
16
Billiards ...
4
6
Crib
22
14
Rings
2
6
Phat
On Wednesday, 25th August, we managed to
arrange a revolver shoot against the members of the
Dockyard Police rifle club.
We managed to turn out about eight each, the
result being in favour of the police. As our revolver
club is still in its infancy we must not expect to beat
everyone we come across yet, and on this occasion three
of our best men were away. The results of this match
were :—
H.M. Dockyard.
Total.
56
3
7 12
25
Supt. Minns
57
4
16 11 12
Cons. Dyke...
61
5
18 10 13
Insp. Neale...
57
4
16
6 17
Cons. Hanslett
64
5
4
20 14
Cons. Hill ...
47
10
14
1
1
Cons. Gonzales
Total

... 342

THE DRAGON
The Buffs.
R.S.M. Martin

Sgt. Holm an
Sgt. Watson
L/Sgt. Foote
Sgt. Green ...
Sgt. Cross ...

...
...
...
...

15
17
20
15
9
14

10
1
18
16
6
11

14
13
9

Total

17
6
15
16
12
10

Total.
61
31
69
62
38
42
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Band, 168.

v.

Band, 2nd Batt. Suffolk Regt.
133.
Paris, 42 ; Brown, 35 not out.
"E. 14," 187.
T
"C" Company, 24.
Ayliffe, 7 , Glazier, 8
Lewis, 92 ; Lee, 46.
Before closing we tender deepest sympathy to BandSergeant and
Mrs. Clayton in their recent bereavement. We have just received three
boys from England, and give them a cordial welcome. We hope they
will soon get settled with us, as they all have brothers here.
W.J.L.

Lewis, 112 not out; Mancer, 14.

... 303

Emerald Trip.
On the 18th August the mess received an invitation
from C.P.O.'s and P.O.'s of H.M.S. Emerald to visit
the ship and witness the speed trials, gunnery practice
and Torpedo running.
We had a very pleasant day, starting at 5 a.m. and
finishing at 2 p.m., having breakfast and lunch on
board. It was a very misty morning and the sea was
calm and oily. We had hardly got our foot on board
when she started and within one hour and a half she
was going thirty knots per hour. Owing to the mist,
land could not be seen and after about one hour's run
I heard Taffy say to a R.S.M. of the Ordnance
" I wonder where we are now ?" He replied " Oh,
we must be just opposite Algiers," when suddenly the
mist lifted and we found we were passing Gibraltar ;
the ship had turned without our knowing it: The
ship was then tearing madly through the straits
towards the Atlantic, so we went below to see
the engine room and steering apparatus. When we
arrived on deck once more we were very much surprised
to see we were passing Gibraltar once more. We
attached ourselves to the Marine Guns' crew for target
practice and were very much impressed at the smart
way they worked, loading and firing one round every
seven seconds. Two torpedoes were fired and after
chasing them and picking them up we returned to
Gibraltar. On the way home I saw two of our
sergeants whose interest had flagged having forty winks
on the deck.
The C.P.O.'s and P.O.'s were very kind. Nothing
was too much trouble to show us, for which we gave
them our most hearty thanks. One remark I heard
passed was "We have had a jolly good day ; there is
only one thing we have missed and that is the tot."
By the way we saw it issued :
THE BAND.
Since our last appearance, in August issue, we have completed our
annual musketry course, and everything is running along smoothly.
We are sorry that we have lost one of our figure heads (LanceCorporal
H. S. Polkington), who was wellknown both in the Regiment and to
the public population. I think everybody will agree with me in saying
that he was a good musician, and about the most popular person in the
Battalion. For those who know little of this name we will give him is
" Dragon note " name, Figaro, so we wish him every success in the
future and hope he will exercise his talents of conductorship. (It may
be on a Bus or Tram, but we mean as a musical conductor).
We welcome back our bandmaster, Mr. F. L Leach, A.R.C.M.,
and are pleased to hear of his success in recruiting some boys to replace
those men who leave us this month for civilian life. We hope they will
fill the vacancies as sportsmen as well as musicians. Not only will the
Band lose their best men, but the Battalion will lose some good sports
men men, as Lee, Lewis and Mancer have represented the Battalion
in Football and Cricket (Mancer and Lewis have won their caps at
cricket); (Lee and Lewis, Garrison Footballers of Egypt and Gibraltar),
Lewis, Mancer and Standen, Battalion Hockey players, and the others
have represented the Band. With the loss of seven men, mostly lead
ing players, we bring our total losses, since arriving at Gibraltar, to 29.
We have lost and won several matches, the most disappointing being
that of the " InterCompany KnockOut" when we lost to the Staff
and Departments.
"E. 14," 171. Capt. Wilkins, 37 ; Lt. Boucher, 26 ; Lewis, 50.
v.
H.Q. Suffolks, 97. Maj. Bittleston, 29; Cpl. Soam.es, 23.
Others are
Band, 177.
v.
Tourmaline, 97.
Vincent, 97; Smith, 21.
Holmes, 40.
Band, 79.
v.
Tourmaline, 115.
Cross, 22 ; Standen, 12 ; Brookes, 12.
Keefe, 47.

THE DRUMS.
Owing to our move to Casemates we have very little to note of
importance.
The "LongExpected Draft" from the United Kingdom has at
last arrived. We wish them a very happy time with the 1st Battalion.
We have had the " Kruschen Feeling " at last, having played the
Drums of The Suffolks two games of cricket. The first we won by the
small margin of 17 runs, the second we lost by 69 runs. We are looking
forward to a series of indoor games with them during the forthcoming
winter.
The only talk we get here at present is " When is that B—Boat
coming." Only so many days to do, so as expected, we lose a few of
the Drummers on this " Trooper " (Providing ?)
Now that we are much nearer to the " Swimming Centre," " Tubby
and his Clicque " find plenty of time to " Wallow in the Pawnie."

Things we want to know.
What kind of D.C.S.M. is " T.B. " ? Replies marked confidential.
Who was the Drummer who tried " Oxalic Acid " on his bayonet
Was it a success ? Ask Lhakrie.
Does " Bombolian " think he is going home on the next boat ?
(i.e., " Diffy of Khaki Slacks.")
Is " Chinny " starting a Laundry, and is it a Chinky or Jewish one ?
Has " Dear Freddy S." lost his Girrarl (Senorita) ?
" Where, oh, where, did you bury your guns, ? " the latest ditty
of the Drums.
Roll up the "Bungs" for the Bisley Rifle Competition at 2.15 p.m.
daily.
How many are thankful they have got their sleeping tickets ?
W.T.J.S. & C.B.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.
My task of recounting the activities of the Platoon during the month
of August will apparently be of short duration, for we have, with the
exception of our Training, had a quiet time this month, and our energy
has been concentrated on T.O.E.D. and Tactical Schemes for the
majority of the time, carrying out the various evolutions on our pro
gramme of work, keeping our minds fully occupied in that direction.
We have, however, occasionally indulged in a little diversion on the
Sports field, in minor games between ourselves, but on the 28th, our
team sallied forth to " wield the willow" with their usual dexterity,
versus an XI. from H.M.S. Splendid on the Naval Ground. After a
keen game the success came to the " Gunners " by an innings and 7
runs, the final scores being M.G.P., 156; H.M.S. Splendid, 149 (two
innings).
Our best scores were: Ptes. Betts, 32; Barden, 28; and
H. Cribben, 25. Rabbeth bowled extremely well in taking 7 wickets
from the " Navy " for 36.
Now with the end of the cricket season in view our lads are " lashing
out" in new footer boots, no doubt with an eye cast in the direction
of a place in the Platoon XI., and I believe we have some very promis
ing " amateurs " coming along.
Up to the present our Water Polo team has not met with much
success, At the Company's Aquatic Sports we met "14 Group,"
the result being a goalless draw ; later, we met '"D" Company, The
Suffolks Regiment, and unfortunately we lost 21.
Our recent move to Casemates was effected amid much hustle,
there was no unemployment question to be solved that day, and I believe
everyone was glad when the moving operations were over. We soon
settled into our new quarters and made ourselves " at home" among
the remainder of the detachment.
We are now awaiting the day when we shall proceed to the Ranges
to fire the Annual M.G. Course, and in our dreams and visions we see
ourselves returning with scores as high as our spirits and our sleeves
embroidered with the muchsoughtafter wreath of laurels encircling
the letters " M.G.," and no "funerals" this year if you please, and
no flowers by request.
A. B. GINNER.

Things we want to know.

Who is the redoubtable " Abdel Khan " of " Windy Hill" fame ?
And did the dusky tribesmen " Foliowell " ?
Who wouldn't volunteer for a " Ragged Staff " Coal Fatigue ?
And did the rest of us get a slight shock when the " Tribe " appeared,
performing their " Fatigue " ?
Who are to be the next victims of our Handball Team ?
And are they going " all out " for the Championship ?

Heard on Parade.
" The scout then came up, and shouted out in a loud whisper— !"
N.C.O. (Dressing No. 1 Section).—" Come up, No. 2, up in the centre,
UP THE TRIBE."
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(Marconi Experts).
Here we are again, some of us just returned from leave, others from
our "scrounging little staff jobs," making the wind whistle with the
powerful wagging of our flags, and stabbing the night and day with our
Lucas Lamps, keeping up the record we set up in Egypt. The smartest
and most efficient signallers in the Command. It grieves me, an old
2nd Battalion signaller, to think that they should " crow " about such
trivial things as they do. If we had four signallers fail out of 31, it
would find a wellhidden spot in The Dragon, and instead of keeping it
up as " Flags " suggests, we would try and beat it. We have one man
without the coveted flags, and he only went down on lamp ;
(how he did this, would take a book to explain). Thirtythree men
were put in for classification, and it was hard luck that they did not all
pass. They will next year.
A great number of things have taken place since our last notes
appeared. Lt. Crozier has left us, and has gone, we believe, to take over
Adjutant at the Depot. We were sorry to lose such a good leader,
but extend an hearty welcome to Lt. Boucher, who has already proved
himself a good leader of the " Best in the Command." Miles has at
last obtained his transfer to the R.A. and Griffiths has joined the ranks
of the " unpaid." We wish them both luck, and hope our new Lance
Corporal will prove himself as smart and capable as LanceCorporals
Newman and Standen, who by the way, have just obtained their pay.
Owing to so many of our men being lucky enough to be on leave, we
have not done much in the way of sport, but the following is a little
example of other things we can do besides pressing the key :—
Signals v. R.A.—119 for 3. 92 (all out).
Return game.—1st Innings—Signals, 46 v. R.A., 72. Second
Innings—Signals, 127 v. R.A., 44.
We are now looking forward to football, so that we can show with
what masterly work we can toe the leather. In the meantime I must
carry on, as I said before, grieving for the signals, who were so smart
before a few of us left them.

Things we want to know.
Is it true that "H.Q." Wing is having an outing in 1929 ?
Did Belter do scorer for his local team whilst on leave ?
And was there any officers sitting in front of him ?
Who is Barbeta ? Ask Tich. Was it a case of Dear ?
Did Hooks get married whilst on leave ?
Where did Camel lose his 2 quid ?
Does Tocvurner like surfboats ?
When am I going to get leave ?
What is " order arms " in flag drill ?
Does Toe still walk in his sleep ?
Who is " blaze away," and is he sweating ?

"D" COMPANY.

"B" COMPANY.
We have completed our annual weapon training course, and have
once again settled down to guards, fatigues, etc. Leave is being
granted, seven have already gone and another twelve go shortly.
We have done very little in the way of sports this month, but now we
are looking forward to the winter pastime, football. We have
practically the same team as last year and we hope to do well in the
Harris Shield Matches.
On the 3rd instant we held our Company Aquatic Sports at No. 1
dock. The following are the events which were held and count as
points towards the Company Shield :—
50 YDS. RELAY.—No. 7 Platoon, 1st; No. 6 Platoon, 2nd ; No. 5 Platoon,
3rd ; No. 8 Platoon, 4th.
100 YDS. RELAY.—No. 7 Platoon, 1st; No. 6 Platoon, 2nd; No.
5 Platoon, 3rd ; No. 8 Platoon, 4th.
440 YDS. RELAY.—No. 6 Platoon, 1st; No. 7 Platoon, 2nd; No.
8 Platoon, 3rd ; No. 5 Platoon, 4th.
FANCY DIVING.—Pte. Isted, No. 7 Platoon, 1st; Pte. Breward, No. 5
Platoon, 2nd.
We congratulate Ptes. Robbins, Maddon, Lay, L/Cpls. Horn, Isted
and Message on their splendid Swimming.
Have that Shield nicely polished, No. 5 ; we want it back !

During the early part of this month nothing much happened of note
and the Company kept very steady at interPlatoon Cricket Matches.
On the 20th, however, it was arranged that some fifty Other Ranks
went on an outing to Spain. The start was made about 10.30 a.m.
and stores, etc., were loaded on board a Tug and two small boats just
by H.M.S. Cormorant. Everything went off as per programme. At
11 a.m., the troops boarded the boats along with the Married Families
and away they went to the First Rivers in Spain. I did not proceed
with this merry party so I do not know what happened over on the
other side, but perhaps someone else will write a column. Well, to
see them on their return to Casemates, one would think that they had
been in an oven, for they were all sunburnt, especially the ladies
and children. All are looking forward to another day's outing soon.

Company Swimming Sports.
During the latter part of the month Swimming Sports have taken
place in the Dockyard and we found some good divers and longdistance
swimmers in the Company. I will give an account of the Company
Swimming below :—
...
50 YARDS.
L/c. Cook, Pte. Moore, L/c. Sharp, Pte. Purton, L/c. Walker, L/c.
Hird, Pte. Stafford, Pte. Barton, Pte. Brown, L/c. Hudson.
100 YARDS.
L/c. Cook, Pte. Moore, L/c. Walker, Pte. Stafford, Pte. Barton,
Pte. Brown, Pte. Hudson.
440 YARDS.
Pte. Gates, Pte. Townend, L/c. Smith, L/c. Sharp.

SPRING BOARD DIVE.

Pte. Purton, Pte. Stafford, L/c. Smith, L/c. Hird, L/c. Akhurst,
Pte. Townend, Pte. Hudson, Pte. Gates, Pte. Barton.

HIGH DIVING.

Pte. Purton, L/c. Smith, Pte. Stafford, Pte. Townend, L/c. Sharp,
Pte. Brown.

Arrivals and Departure.

Certificates of Education.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and men obtained their Second Class
Certificates of Education :—Cpl. Butcher, L/c. Brown, Ptes. Stone,
Weedon, Wallis and Gower. Congratulatiohs to them all and we hope
they will go in for the next one.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and men obtained their Third Class
Certificates of Education :—
Ptes. Pearce, Walker, F. Johnson, Higgins and L/c. Humphrey.
Congratulations to them and we hope also they will go in for the
next one.

Things we want to know.

When is Aggie going to take the can back again ?
Will Joe get his sleeping in pass this year ?

In the Harris Shield we are meeting "A" Company for the final.
We had rotten hard luck in the interGarrison Cup, being knocked out
by the R.E.'s. It was a cold and windy day, and I think, had it been
different, we might have done much better, but as it was, we lost by the
narrow margin of one. It was a decent game, anyhow, and next time
we play them, we will have better luck.
Our best match this season was against the " Prince of Wales,"
a local club, the best civilian team on the 4' Rock.'' After an exhausting
fifteen minutes' play we retired with an even score, 11. L/Cpl.
Coshall played a splendid game in goal, and old " Rubio " showed his
usual style. We are certainly putting the " Yankee" channel swim
mers in the shade,eh, Ed .?
Here are the results up to date :—
v. R.A.O.C
Won
3—2
v. H.M.S. Comorant
„
2—1
v. R.C. of S
„
3—0
v. Prince of Wales
„
1—0
v. "D" Coy. Suffolks
„
7—0
v. "B" Coy. Buffs
„
3—0
(Harris Shield)
v. Prince of Wales
...
...
Draw
1—1
v. "D" Coy. The Buffs ...
...
Won
5—0
(Garrison Cup)
v. R.E.'s ..:
Lost
1—0
(Garrison Cup)
The team was as follows :—L/Cpls. Coshall, Dudly, Hadlow and
Ptes. Mills, Dent, Bailey and Burt.
On Monday, 6th of September, the Battalion Individual
Championships were held. The Company did very well, but we did not
enter for too many things, owing to the fact that the Harris Shield
events were due to come off the following day, so we really had to reserve
most of our energy, but even then, we did not do too bad. Pte. Mills
(Rubio) came in first in the 50 yards, as well as in the 100. We also
got the first two in the springdiving (Coshall 1st and Ayliffe 2nd).
The highdiving was a gift and of course we won that as well, in fact
we took all three places, L/Cpl. Coshall again being first, Ayliffe second,
and Cary (our new " white Hope,") romped home third.
Last, but not least, comes " Eric," who wangled third place in the
mile. America is no doubt " sweating " on some of our " hombres "
going into strict training and attempting to swim the channel.

C.H.

"C" COMPANY.

Acquatic Notes.
We are again this season doing very well in the Aquatic line of sports
and we are hoping to pull off the Harris Shield swimming for the fourth
year in succession. At Waterpolo we are doing very well, having
played nine matches, won seven, drawn one, and lost one.

Privates Beal, Sones, Oyler and L/c. Parsons have returned to the
Company after a long Vocation Course at the Local Ordnance Work
shops. We all hope that they have picked up a trade to keep the rats
away from their doors in Civilian life, as at present, things are not so
good in the Mother Country. These four good soldiers are now under
going their Annual Weapon Training Course on North Front ranges
and we hope they will push up the Company average in Shooting.
The undermentioned have proceeded to the United Kingdom on
Furlough and we all wish them a good lime :—
Privates F. Clout, D. Stocker and W. Walker.
We were very glad to welcome back from Furlough, Corporals
Chandler and Redman. No doubt they did have a good time, judging
by their pockets on their return to Gibraltar.
The C.Q.M.'S Family has also gone to the United Kingdom for a
short spell and now we wonder how the C.Q.M.S. gets his food, for he
still looks fat and well.
Once again we hear that famous banjo playing in No. 17 Barrack
Room, as Pte. Price has been discharged from Hospital after a rest
with his boils.
We were sorry to lose our three drummers, Pte. Amos, Pte. Davey
and Pte. Treweek, they having at last been accepted for the Battalion
Drums and transferred to "H.Q." Wing.
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The 2nd Battalion.
TP MOTION
of
every
Tu
Vi'tid
kind will be found
scattered amongst this
month's notes, but the one
outstanding from the rest
will be that of sorrow,
strangely intermingled with
joy—the kind of joy which
makes it difficult for us to
be glad; the sort that
compensates our sefish
selves but little, knowing
that others reap the benefit
and that we ourselves are
the losers.
We refer, of course, to
the departure of our commanding officer,
Colonel Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., who has
proceeded on leave pending embarkation for
India early in October to take over the 19th
Infantry Brigade at Eucknow. We all realize
how very great is our loss, the more so since it
was our hope that he would be here to take
his command to Aldershot. But we wish him
every success in his new appointment and a
steady climb 011 the ladder of fame, which he
so rightly deserves.
Since his appointment to command more
than three and a half years ago, both he and
Mrs. Kennedy have spared no pains to
promote the efficiency and welfare of the
Battalion and have endeared themselves to
all ranks. We hope to see more of them in
the future and feel sure that the ties which
associate them to The Buffs will be but
strengthened by his expressed wish to keep
close touch with ns all.
Captain Corney, M.B.E., we are also sorry
to lose, but we are glad he is still with
the regiment, having taken over the duties of
Quartermaster at the Depot. His place has
here been filled by Iyieut. Dare, whom we
heartily congratulate on his promotion and
commission. His old place has in turn been
filled by R.S.M. C. Vaughan, late of the 2nd
Battalion, The Coldstream Guards, but now
a Buff and very much a Buff, and to him we
extend the warmest welcome.
There could be no better expression of our
feelings towards allj concerned than on
September 8th, when the Sergeants' Mess
entertained their officers and friends with an
admirable ' smoker,' full details and reports of
which appear with the Sergeants' Mess notes.
They are reprinted with the kind permission
of the Dorset Daily Echo.

And then there was the departure of
a draft for the 1st Battalion on September
3rd. A farewell concert to them was arranged
in the N.A.A.F.I. on the eve of their departure
and on the day itself they received a great
' sendoff." We wish them all the very best
of luck abroad.
Time is now very much occupied by
preparation for our move to Aldershot.
Packing and checking is the order of the day
and the proximity of our departure from
Portland is enforced when we realize that our
next notes will be from Aldershot.
Sport has not suffered so much from this
cause as from that peculiar time when cricket
and football are played on alternate days.
Football, however, is gradually gaining the
upper hand : what cricket matches there have
been are printed below. It is rumoured that
the " Corinthians Z " start their season within
a few days.
At present, Iyieut. Knight is spending some
of his leave with ns for the cnbhnnting and
Iyieut. FearnsideSpeed is expected to pay us
a flying visit shortly. 2/Iyieut. Gordon, of
our supplementary reserve, has finished his six
weeks training and has left us.
SUBEDITOR.

Farewell Concert to the Draft.
Another concert, probably the last before we move
to Aldershot, was given in the N.A.A.F.I. by members
of the Entertainments' Committee, assisted by several
ladies and gentlemen, to the members of the Draft,
previous to their departure for Gibraltar. The room
was packed out and everybody was in the best
of " spirits."
During the first half of the programme we were
entertained by Mrs. HowardSmith, whose singing is
always appreciated by all. Miss Sylvia Hewatt also
treated us to some really beautiful piano solos. We
hope these ladies will be able to help us with our
concerts in our new station.
Our funmerchants, Cpl. Martin and Pte. Woods,
were in their usual form in a humorous sketch, the
" Tatchlight Tortoo." This should go down well with
the other regiments in our Brigade. Pte. Scott was
well received in his stepdance, wThich earned a merited
encore and Bds. Baker sang us a very pretty little song.
We must hear more of him.
In the second half we were treated to a rather
original Perriot Troupe. The orchestra was distributed
among the artists on the stage and the effect was very
pleasing.
The Troupe itself consisted of Capt. Morley, Cpl.
Martin, Sgt. Beasley, Sgt. Amos and Pte. Woods. The
orchestra, Sgt. Diamond, L/Cpl. Cary, Bdsmn. Catt,
Day, Brookman and L/Cpl. Harper.
Sgt. Amos sang " Exercise " and " Swistles Mess
Milk," two jolly good numbers.
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Sgt. Beasley told us about " His Pal Harry
and,
as an encore, sang " Barcelona." Later he appeared
with L/Sgt. Diamond at the piano, in " BamBam
Bamy Shore " and " I wonder where my Baby is to
night."
Cpl. Martin certainly lived up to his song " The
most miserable man on earth " and then emphasised
it by singing "I'm a very disappointed man." As
usual he was splendid.
Pte. Woods told us about his " High Collar " in
which everybody joined and then sang about the way
married men leave home. He was a scream !
Capt. Morley was well received with his banjoline
solos. He is always popular with the men.
The concert was brought to a close by the singing
of the old song " Farmer Grey." Everybody was well
pleased and we shall soon be getting ready for our first
" gaff " in Aldershot.
B.E.C.
FOOTBALL.
C o r i n t h i a n Z ' s v. T h e W e a p o n T r a i n i n g S q u a d s .
The first match of the season was marked by an
event of great importance as regards the match winning
possibilities of the team. Lt. Lister, the " Founder "
and Captain of the team, having completely recovered
from the " debaucheries " of the previous season, has
resumed his position as centre Forward. There were
many old faces missing from the team, notably, Capt.
Hamilton as centre half, Lt. D'Arcy Symonds, Lt.
Knocker and Sgt. A. Smith, the Corinthian Z's goalie.
The first fixture was against the Weapon Training
Squad which was played on the S's ground. Our
opponents were too strong for us, as they numbered
three regimental players and about five
company
players. Nevertheless they did not have it all their
own way by any means. Lt. Cass and Lt. Airy were
towers of strength as backs, their opponents giving a
wide berth to their flying feet. Lt. Knatchbull, Sgt.
Joy (Bunny) and Lt. Lister played a bustling game,
tackling in true Rugby style. Although the Captain
played his usual hard game, it was noticed that he was
not quite up to his old form, owing, no doubt, to his
long period of inactivity. The only shot we had at
goal was a wild boot by Sgt. Joy which went over the
top. Tich Burton, who was playing on the opposing
side, was nearly mistaken for a thistle in the grass. It
was noticed that the Lt. Quartermaster P. Dare was
watching the game. As he is the trainer of the regi
mental team we are speculating whether he was looking
for fresh talent from amongst the Corinthian Z's. We
eventually lost by six goals to nil. The opposing goalie
did not have much work to do, although he
looked quite picturesque in his dilapidated " Trilby."
Someone said that the hat is all he has got towards
his " civvies." Another notable opponent was Dust
man Townsend, who got beautifully floored by Lt.
Knatchbull on one occasion. Much to the dis
appointment of many, Felix Fagg and Fred Towezey
arrived too late to play, substitutes having been found
for them. They tripped on and ofi the field like young
ostriches. It seemed quite strange to see Felix in
shorts instead of his famous Oxford hags. As they
tripped off everybody stood to attention as they
thought the Regimental March was being played. It
was discovered afterwards that it was only their knees
knocking together !
Can anyone inform me, through the pages of The
Dragon the whereabouts of exL/Cpl. Miller (Dusty)
of the Signal Section, 2nd Battalion The Buffs, Aden ?
He was last seen hanging on to a handrail of a bus
going up Park Lane, after having attended the
Past and Present Dinner at Harrod's Stores, 1923, in
company with Jimmy Miles and the " Old Bean."

SERGEANTS' MESS.
We held our Outing on 30th August. Three charabancs left the
Mess at 9.30 a.m. bound for Lyme Regis. The weather was rather
threatening but cleared up as we got away from the island. A short
stop was made at the oldfashioned town of Bridport (for petrol) and
then a big climb for about four miles. Here a most beautiful view
was obtained as we dropped downhill in Lyme Regis. The town is
very oldfashioned and has very narrow streets. Here we all split up
into various groups, some to go bathing, fishing, rowing and other
forms of amusement. I am afraid the place seemed dull to some of the
" Acting Single Members," but least said the better mended. A return
was made at 6 p.m. arriving back at the Verne after a very enjoyable
day, at 9 p.m.
The outstanding occurence in the Mess of course was the Smoker,
held on the 8th September.
That spirit of comradeship which is one of the high traditions of
the Buffs regiment was never more in evidence than last evening, when
members of the Sergeants' Mess bade farewell to Col. Kennedy, then:
commanding officer.
Only an outsider could appreciate the deep spirit of comradeship
that existed between the officers and the N.C.O.'s. For the evening,
rank was put aside and all met in the Sergeants' Mess at the Verne
on the common ground of friendship.
It was an evening in which farewells, welcomes and congratulations
were mixed.
The members of the mess said goodbye to their Colonel and to
Captain Corney, their Quartermaster, while they extended a welcome
to R.S.M. Vaughan, the new regimental sergeantmajor. Con
gratulations were extended to R.S.M. Dare on his promotion to com
missioned rank, R.S.M. Dare was presented with a sword and a silver
watch as a token of the esteem in which he was held by the members
of the mess.
R.S.M. C. Vaughan presided at the smoking concert and those
present included Col. J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., and the officers
of the regiment.
Mr. C. B. Hewitt proposed the toast, " Colonel Kennedy and Mrs
Kennedy," He said that in his military career of over 36 years the
only events that he looked back on with regret were times like these
when they had to say goodbye to their officers, particularly their
commanding officer. It was his sad duty that evening on behalf of the
mess to bid farewell to Colonel Kennedy. From the time of their
arrival in Portland Colonel Kennedy had been a good Buff and because
he was a Buff and one of them he would not say goodbye because once
a Buff always a Buff.
Colonel Kennedy was leaving them to take command of an excellent
Brigade in India, and they must congratulate him on his promotion
which had been well earned.
Both Colonel Kennedy and Mrs. Kennedy would be missed by the
2nd Battalion and by many other Buffs.
He would like to say, not goodbye, but au revoir.
The toast was accorded musical honours.
Opening his reply, Col. Kennedy said he had never heard them sing,
" What a rotten speech," so he stood before them with a certain amount
of confidence. When he came to Portland 3£ years ago he was received
as only a really good regiment could receive a stranger. One could
judge any regiment in the Army by the way they received order from
the higher command. In some cases these commands were received
with a good deal of feeling, but not by a good regiment. The Buffs
had accepted him loyally, and he thought that was because they were
the really fine regiment they must be.
Another thing he would like to say and that was to ask them if they
had ever looked at themselves? He thought that every regiment
took things somewhat for granted. They could not, perhaps, get a
view point from a stand outside the regiment. Coming to them as he
had done three years, and living among them he had been able to take
a great'y different and broader point of view. He knew they were a
magnificent regiment, and held a great responsibility in their hands
He believed that with regiments like the Buffs and communities like
the Sergeants' Mess, England would keep right. Such communities
would save the country.
He wanted to thank Mr. Hewitt for the very nice things he had said
about himself and his wife.
He thought it was one of the saddest times in anybody's life when
they were called upon to give up what they called regimental soldiering
to take up silent soldiering. No one could realise how one would miss
the intimate personal contact with one's fellow men, and the comrade
ship that existed. His promotion to brigadier would mean that he
would be taken away from that intimate association with the officers,
N.C.O.'s and men.
This was the day of slogans and he would like to give them a slogan.
That was, " stick together !"
Col. Kennedy also urged both the N.C.O.'s and men to come to their
officer when they were in trouble or difficulty, and they would try to
help them.
In conclusion he said that he came to Portland three years ago as
a Highlander and a stranger. He was now leaving them a Buff for all
time.
. ,
One of the most pleasing features of the evening s ceremony was
the presentation to R.S.M. Dare on his being promoted to commissioned
rank. Col. Kennedy, who made the presentation, said that he felt
it a very great honour to be asked to make this presentation to a man
like R.S.M. Dare, and he really did not feel competent to express the
feelings of the members of the Sergeants' Mess. He knew that the
gifts were a token of their affection, regard and respect. He did not
think it was necessary to express this feeling in words, because Sergt.
Major Dare knew it well.
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They could not have made a more appropriate gift than the sword
they were giving him now. The sword not only symbolised that he
held His Majesty's Commission, but throughout the ages the sword
had symbolised honour. They were presenting this sword to R.S.M.
Dare, and no man would uphold the honour of the sword better than he.
Col. Kennedy also presented R.S.M. Dare with a handsome silver
watch from the members of the mess. Both the watch and the sword
were suitably engraved.
R.S.M. Dare, who was deeply touched by the presentation, thanked
the members of the mess for the sword and the watch. He felt very
proud of the sergeants of the Buffs—very proud. He had been 23
years in the regiment and felt that there was no comparison between
the Sergeants' Mess of this regiment and the sergeants' mess of any
other regiment. He said that because he wanted to say something to
show them what a great wrench it was for him to say goodbye. He
had always tried to do his best and help others. That had been his
religion. The true religion was not to do any one any harm and try to
help those one could. That he had always tried to do.
R.S.M. Dare, in proposing the toast " Our Officers," commented
that the regiment would always keep its high standard while the present
customs prevailed. The spirit of comradeship was greatly increased
by the custom of the officers coming to the Sergeants' Mess and mixing
with them in the spirit of friendship.
Major Howard Smith responded to the toast on behalf of the officers
and said that he quite agreed with the remarks R.S.M. Dare had made
about the spirit of comradeship. There was no doubt that the life of
the regiment was the life they led as a community.
A toast and a cordial welcome were extended to the new regimental
sergeant major, R.S.M. Vaughan. In proposing the toast and extend
ing the welcome R.S.M. Dare said that they knew Mr. Vaughan came
to them from the Coldstream Guards. That was a regiment with great
traditions and a fine spirit of esprit de corps. He had dropped on his
feet here because the Buffs were just the same.
Replying to the toast R.S.M. Vaughan said he could not find words
to thank them for the way in which they had received him. He said
that before he came to the regiment he had received a letter from
R.S.M. Dare full of the Buff spirit and he was getting it. He hoped he
would be able to carry on on the same lines that Mr. Dare had done.
Orderlv Room QuarterMasterSergeant Ricketts in proposing the
health of the Quartermaster, said that on behalf of the Mess he would
also have to say farewell to Capt. Corney who was leaving them for the
Depot.
Captain A. Corney responding commented that he had been in the
regiment 37 years. He was sorry to leave the battalion, but he was
not leaving the regiment. He thanked them for all they had done for
him during the time he had been with them.
After his health had been drunk, Captain Corney was carried
shoulder high round the mess to the strains of " He's a jolly good
fellow," after which the same ceremony was performed with Colonel
Kennedy, R.S.M. Dare and R.S.M. Vaughan.
The smoking concert was a very well organised and appreciated
function. It was arranged by a committee consisting of Bandmaster
Hewitt, C.S.M. Simon, Sgt. Beasley and Sgt. Diamond.
An excellent programme was arranged to which the following
contributed : Bandmaster C. Hewitt, Sgt. Barsotti, L/Sgt. Diamond,
Cpl. Martin, Sgt. Amos, Sgt. Beasley, Capt. H. C. Morley, Pte. Woods,
Sgt. Dowse, Mr. Baker, Sgt. Pritchard and Mr. Aymer.
C.Q.M.S. Bridgland and L/Sgt. Field were in charge of the well
organised supper buffet and C.S.M. Tong and Sgt. Amos were in charge
of the refreshments.
By kind permission of The Dorset Daily Echo.
My next lot of notes will be from Aldershot for which move we are
busy packing.
Herewith scores of the Officers v. Sergeants' Cricket Match which
was much closer this year, thanks to good scores by R.S.M. Dare and
Sgt. Sidwell. On the officers' side Capt. Morgan and Lt. King were the
highest scores.

OFFICERS.

First Innings.
Capt. Morgan, b R.S.M. Dare
Lt. Nicholson, c Sgt. Beal, b Sgt. Pritchard
Lt. Hoare, c B.Master Hewitt, b R.S.M. Dare
Major H. Smith, b R.S.M. Dare
Capt. Hamilton, c B.M. Hewitt, b C.Q.M.S. Taylor.
Lt. King, c Sgt. Sidwell, b C.S.M. Tong
2ndLt. Batley, b C.S.M. Simon
2ndLt. Parry, b C.S.M. Tong
2ndLt. Bruce, run out
Lt. Knatchbull, not out
2ndLt. LyndenBell, b C.S.M. Simon
Byes
Wides
Total

28
16
6
6
14
34
0
8
0
0
4
4
2
112

ANTISUBMARINE SCHOOL OFFICERS
Played on 10th September :—

V.

BUFFS OFFICERS.

ANTISUBMARINE SCHOOL OFFICERS.

First Innings.
Hamilton, b Nelthorpe
Kendall, c Knatchbull, b Nelthorpe
Koelle, c Bruce, b Hamilton
Garret, run out
Neville, b Nelthorpe
Capt. Grace, not out
Heath, b Nicholson
Cazalet, b Nicholson
Clift, c Airy, b Hamilton
Newcomb, b Nelthorpe
Dunn, b Brookes
Wideballs
Noballs
Byes

2
4
33
0
2
33
5
0
1
18
1
5
2
3

Total

109

BUFFS—OFFICERS.

First Innings.
Bruce, b Capt. Grace
Nicholson, not out
H. Batley, c Neville, b Capt. Grace
Hoare, c Koelle, b H. Garrett
Lt. Parry, b Neville
Capt. Hamilton, c Newcombe, b Garrett
Lt. Nelthorpe, not out
Lt. Haggard
\
Li! Knatchbull |did not bat'
Iyt. Knocker
J

ROYAL NAVY, PORTLAND

Played on 11th September :—

V.

23
73
6
10
0
13
24

THE BUFFS.

ROYAL NAVY.

First Innings.
Pay Commdr. Medd, run out
Neville, b Nicholson
Lt. Hamilton, lbw, b Capt. Hamilton
A.B. Saunders, run out
PayLt. Koelle, b Capt. Hamilton
Pay Commdr. Richards, c Sgt. Sidwell, b Lt. Dare.
Lt. Brewer, c Lt. Hoare, b Smith
Lt. Steele, st Morgan, b Nicholson
Lt. Garrett, not out
Pay Lt.Commdr. Hogg, st Morgan, b Nicholson
Lt. Heath, lbw b Capt. Hamilton
Byes
Lt.



Total

37
0
17
4
0
28
8
10
31
10
0
2
147

BUFFS.

Cricket.
OFFICERS

V.

SERGEANTS.

Played on the 6th September :—

SERGEANTS' MESS.
First Innings.
R.S.M. Dare, b Nicholson
Sgt. Shoobridge, c Nicholson, b Hamilton
B.M. Hewitt, b Hamilton
Sgt. Sidwell, b Nicholson
C.Q.M.S. Smith, c Nicholson, b Batley
Sgt. Beasley, b Batley
C.S.M. Simon, b Nicholson
Sgt. Pritchard, b Batley
Sgt. Beal, b Batley
C.Q.M.S. Taylor, not out
C.S.M. Tong, b Nicholson

Byes.

LegByes
Total

'

25
11
0
28
7
7

0
5

1
4
0
6

3
97

First Innings.
Lt. Nicholson, c and b Pay Lt.Commdr. Hogg
Boy Rayment, b Pay Lt.Commdr. Hogg
Lt. Dare, lbw, b Pay Lt.Commdr. Hogg
Lt. Bruce, b Lt. Steele
Capt. Hamilton, not out
Lt. Hoare, b Pay Lt.Commdr. Hogg
Sgt. Sidwell, not out
Pte. Ward
\
fTr^r
i did not bat.
Pte. Smith
)
Innings declared closed.

14
8
0
4
41
65
17

THE BAND.

Band Orscket.

We are sorry to say that we have lost Bandsmen Deverson
and Cummins, who have gone to the 1st Battalion. We wish them the
best of luck. Bdsmn. Cork will be leaving us soon for the " Flat
footed and BigBooted Brigade." We congratulate Bandsmen Harper
and Sharpe on their appointment to LanceCorporals ; we hope they
will rise to the elevation of a box , beer or otherwise.
We have played a couple of Cricket Matches in between our engage
ments and have come away the victors. We won our first match at
the expense of the Signallers.

THE DRAGON
BAND V. SIGNALS.
BAND.
First Innings.
Cummings, c and b N.A.A.F.I
Henrickson, b N.A.A.F.I
Shelton, b N.A.A.F.I
Harper, not out
Deverson, b N.A.A.F.I
Day, c and b Baker
Smith, b Blanchard
Chisnall, c and b N.A.A.F.I
Rawlings, not out

14
9
0
27
0
1
12
8
2

SLngon}didnotbat
Extras

28

Total

101

321
15
0
0
1
0
12

Williams, b Nelthorpe
Woolley, not out
Barden, b Nelthorpe
Penfold, run out
Extras
Total

28

Things we want to know.
Who was the N.C.O. who said on musketry that you would aim off
three feet for a Ford travelling at 60 miles an hour ?
When is Ginger getting married ?
Is Pimp buying a fourseater for the Crusaders after the Football
Season ?
Will Vida be glad when the charming Rudalph moves next month ?
And does she think he is the Perfect Lover ?

CRUSADER.

SIGNALLERS.
First Innings.
Johnson, c and b Shelton
Blanchard, b Shelton
Dodson, b Deverson
Baker, b Shelton
Dighton, b Deverson
Naafi, b Shelton
Farmer, b Shelton
Good, b Shelton
King, c and b Deverson
Bates, b Deverson
Pilcher, not out
Extras

2
0
1
1
1
6
0
0
8
2
8
5

Total

34

BAND

V.

"B" COY.

BAND.

Cummins, b Sawkins
L/Cpl. Harper, b Sawkins
Lazard, b Stocken
Nelthorpe, b Stocken
Deverson, b Sawkins
Shelton, b Stocken
Day, b Stocken
Hewitt, not out
Rayment, b Stocken
Smith, b Stocken.
MacLennon, b Lt. Lister
Extras

..

Total

16
4
3
5
2
0
3
3
0
7
10
16

THE DRUMS.
It is .some time now since we have had any news and now we can
only say how sorry we are to have to lose some more of our Pals who
have embarked to join our 1st Battalion : good old " Ginger Thomas,"
young Ireland, Finch, who have been greatly missed by us in the 2nd
Battalion and we hope they do as well with their new mates. We are
sorry to say that there are more to follow next Draft and we hope they,
too, will keep up the old stjde, bags of swank on Parade.
We all congratulate L/c. Bowman on passing his Test at Tidworth
and on being sent to Aldershot on a Gymn. Course. We may have a
few more Gymnasts and Ropers in the Drums and hope on our arrival
at Aldershot we see him with swords up.
GrannyParker and Joey Tarbox are again having a shot at getting
their First Class Certificates and we wish them heaps of luck.
Congratulations to the Band on again having a week at Weston
Supermare, which means an extra week; o the Drums also. Any
other little job to do.
^

LITTLE DRUMMER.

69

"B" COMPANY.

Bailey, b Nelthorpe
Cpl. Payne, b Nelthorpe
Lt. Parry, b Nelthorpe
Sirret, b Nelthorpe
Cpl. Sawkins, b Nelthorpe
Lt. Lister, b Shelton
Cpl. Stocken, b Shelton
Rose, b Shelton
Woodketh, b Nelthorpe
Blencoe, b Shelton....
Bennet, b Shelton
Extras
Total

BAND

0
1
17
0 
0
1
0
3
2
0
3

0
27

V.

"B" GROUP.
BAND.

L/Cpl. Harper, b Hanson
Hewitt, b Scott
Shelton, b Scott
Nelthorpe, b Scott
Mr. Lennon, b Scott
Rayment, b Scott
Henrickson, not out
Smith, b Hansom
Chisnall, b Scott
Rawlings, b Hammond
Golding, b Hammond
Extras
Total

Band won by 52 runs.
"B" GROUP.
Hammond, b Nelthorpe
Hanson, b Nelthorpe
Scott, b Hewitt
Parberry, b Hewitt
James, run out
Sgt. Joy, st Harper
...
Alexandra, b Nelthorpe.

13
0
10
10
11
0
3
11
11
0
0
n
80

0
0
1
1
2
11
0

Lieut. &> Qr.'Mr. P. Dare.
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MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

"A" COMPANY.

This month finds us still at Portland with nothing (or very little)
to report, but next month—Aldershot, and all that the word conveys.
We are a very motley crew at present, and spend the precious days
in doing fatigues, guards, R.S.M.'s parades and any old job that happens
along. Two gallant gunners were actually policemen for three days
before they were rumbled.
The last draft left us rather shorthanded, and we lost some real
good fellows, and some of the best machine gunners in the world.
The 1st Battalion are lucky to get them.
We expect to be made up to strength again when we get to Aldershot
and settle down to serious training, as we are out for blood (or cups)
next year.
Mr. Cass, Cpls. Tutt and Cpl. Curtiss have rejoined us after having
had a fortnight's holiday with the Territorials. We have not heard
all their yarns yet, but we know Tommy started bullying the lads and
was instrumental to one Private in getting a " reprimand."
Mr. Bruce and Cpl. Gowers are being put through their paces by
Sgt. Shoobridge prior to going to Netheravon. and if they do not both
come back with "D's" they have been threatened with two hours'
tripod drill every day for three years.
L/c. Crowhurst deserves a special mention for rescuing the section
cup the night before the draft left. It was going for two bob some
where round "D" Company.
Godden has left us for civil life. He was the last of the old Aden
gunners. We all wish him the best of luck and we know we will have to
go a long way to find a storeman to beat him at his job.
Happy Williams has taken over Company Storeman and has already
issued all the Platoon with enough four by two to last them a month.
Steady up, Happy, or you will be getting the Wing into debt.

Since our last notes very little worthy of note has taken place.
During the middle of August we did three days' Company "trek"
round the Weymouth and Dorchester district. The first day was rather
wet, and we were compelled to seek billets for the night. Nos. 3 and 4
Platoons were fortunate in getting the village recreation room at
Abbotsbury, whilst Nos. 1 and 2 took refuge in a wagon shed. The
remaining two days were rather warm and trying ; and if some of ns
did suffer from sore feet, we were compensated by the beautiful scenery
through which we passed.
On September 3rd we said goodbye to twentyfive good lads of the
Company who left us on that date with a draft for the 1st Battalion.
We all wish them the best of luck in their new sphere, and hope they
will have settled down by the time these notes appear in print; and
are doing well.
A few more of the Company also "earmarked" for the 1st Battalion
are at present on draft leave.
Just at present (middle of September) we have the Casuals (who
are firing their annual weapon training course) attached to us, and with
them our worthy transport Sergeant, " Mick " Dowse ; L/Sgt. Field,
Cpl. Godfrey, all of whom we hope will return with " the guns."
Lieut. Knocker is at present at The Verne trying to put some
" knowledge " into wouldbe educational candidates, and at the same
time keeping his eagle eye on various weapon training classes. 2/Lt.
Bruce has gone to "H.Q." Wing to learn the ins and outs of the Vickers'
Gun, whilst 2/Lt. LyndenBell has attached himself to "D" for a while,
so we are left with no Officers, but our Company Commander and
Lieut. Brown, M.C.
Corporals Pack, Allen, Fagg, Towerzey, and L/Cpls. Thompson,
Hodges and Kerry have gone to The Verne for a W.T. Instructors'
Course for a week or two, leaving but very few N.C.O.'s here to carry
on.
Cpl. Allen has already " put his foot in it" ; I mean the happy
bond of marriage, and I understand Cpl. Pack has also a decided
tendency to do the same. Ah ! well, we are sorry to lose them from the
single men's fold, but we wish them the best of luck. Some little
bird whispered " And Cpl. Towerzey." S.O.P. (Shout out Papa).
Charlie Smith has gone to Southampton, " watching the ships
sail in," in relief of Billy Bigg, who has rejoined us to pump some more
lead into the sea beyond Chickerell Ranges.
In conclusion, "A" Company congratulates Mr. Dare on his well
earned promotion to Lieut, and Quartermaster, and welcomes R.S.M.
Vaughan to the Battalion.

Answers to Correspondents.
Ma'. (Ballyduff).—I quite understand your liking for the R.A.M.C.
They are a fine corps and those feater beds are simply divine.
West (M.C. Stores).—I am afraid I cannot give tips on how to dodge
church parades in these columns, but a Sunday pass is sometimes
effective if it gets signed.
Harry (Folkestone).—You were quite correct in saying that the lights
were electric, and I am grieved to hear that the squad did " on the
hands down " after your neat answer.
Happy (Coy. Store.).—1. Ask for West. 2. Send stamped and addressed
envelope for booklet on " 4 by 2, issuing of."

CLEARING PLUG.

THE SIGNALLERS.

" Wind Disturbers."
All is quiet on the Portland front and the spirit of the troops is
" Marveelleeous." Well, we have nothing very extra to report
except that Sig. training is now "phut" until we get some Young
Hands. The only thing we have done with the four men of our Army
is to pull down all our Exchange and Pair work lines ready for the move
next month. I notice that Pte. Bates is doing very well on the Section
Leaders' Course ; we all hope he keeps it up ; we always could drill,
you know, so it should not come very strange to him ; anyway, the
best of luck. Bates, The Signalling Officer and L/c. Beales have been
with the " Terriers " having a good time, I believe, anyway, we hope so.
Mr. King and Sgt. Cox and a few smart men have been to Lyndhurst
for Brigade Signal Exercise ; the only thing that spoilt the stay was the
sand storms around the Camp and I heard one or two remarks about the
good food being spoilt by the sand. We have a few lads at Red
Barracks firing their course and we all hope they will be marksmen ;
I believe they all went down there with that intention.
We all congratulate Mr. Dare on his promotion to Lt.Quartermaster
and wish him all the luck possible. The Signalling Officer, Sgt. Cox and
L/c. King have commenced a Weapon Training Instructors' Course
so that all the Signallers in future should be Marksmen. L/c. Wilson
has taken over the finest job in the Battalion (Sanitation) ; we have
not heard of any shortage yet.
It is rumoured that Mr. D'Arcy
Symonds is leaving us. We shall be very sorry to lose him, but we all
wish him the best of luck in the future. We must welcome Mr. King
as it is pretty certain that he is taking over the section. I hope the
lads will give him all their support. We welcome R.S.M. Vaughan on
his joining the Battalion and we are sure he will make a good Buff.
We hope to be able to report on the progress of our Young Hands in
the next notes, also about the move of the Battalion to our new station.
Everyone seems to be looking forward to the change as the Bump does
not seem very popular now. We hope Johnson's watch keeps good
time because we will need to know the time on schemes (when we do
them (at Aldershot).

Things we want to know.
Who is the man who left £50 on the piano, and is he still in possess
ion of his 22 guinea suit ?
Who said Excelsior for £29 ?
Who said it was not O.K. for early parade ?
Are pliers a good substitute for cutting inner tubes ?

No. 1 Platoon's Corner.

ASCOT.

Since the last issue of The Dragon we have suffered still greater
reductions in our numbers, Anderson ; '90 Barnes, Allen, Mitchell,
and Glowworm Bell have proceeded on draft leave, Sgt. Smith has
gone to Southampton, Cpl. Saunders and L/Cpl. Butler are on a W.T.
Course, whilst Dibbs has gone to the Essex Regiment, so we are but a
mere vestige of our former selves.
Pte. Clinton has rejoined us from the Boys' Technical School,
Chepstow, He also is booked for the 1st Battalion.
The muchmaligned bazooka of Kelly's came in very handy on the
three days' Company March, but, unfortunately, George—it would
be George—busted it on the last day whilst trying a selection from
" Rose Marie," so poor " he " from the Isle of Man had to sing to us
all the way home, including, " Rolling home one Saturday night,"
which, having so many verses, he just managed to sing Amen to as he
put his foot in the barrack gate.

Things we want to know.

RETEP.

Who said he went into every pub in Abbotsbury and had a drink in
" both " of them ?
What's the difference between " A Man of Kent " and " A Kentish
Man " ? and can G.B. oblige us with the answer ?
Did "Treacle" enjoy the results of his blackberrying exploit?
Did Lee and Butler mistake the R.A.'s for the R.E.'s at the Nothe
one night, and why the display of running ?
Who put in weekend passes at first available opportunity after the
Company March, for purpose of proceeding to Abbotsbury ? And what
was the attraction ?

"B" COMPANY.
This month has been a month of exportation. The company has
lost thirty jolly good fellows, who have been sent to the 1st Battalion
at Gibraltar. We shall be very pleased to hear from these, either
collectively or individually.
The Buffs entertainment committee held a concert in the canteen,
which was a great success. Sgt. Beasley again officiated and gave us
more fits of laughter with his humorous songs.
We heartily congratulate Mr. P. Dare on his wellearned appoint
ment to the Commissioned ranks, and wish him still further success.
All ranks render their regrets to Colonel Kennedy on his muchfelt
departure, but wish him the best of good wishes in his new role.
Congratulations to L/c. Godfrey on his promotion to Corporal,
and we are sorry that he also will soon leave us to join the First
Battalion.
The whole Battalion is at present at the seat of learning. Every
one is bestowing tons of the " right stuff " where it should be.
Captain Howe, assisted by C.S.M. Howard, M.M., are supervising
the Junior Section Leaders.
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Things we want to know.
A new megaphone is now in use—will L/c. Lane buy one ?—we
imagine so.
Do Section Leaders really need whistles or is someone's family in
the whistle trade ?
Who will be our next C.O. and when is he due to arrive ?

"C" COMPANY.
I must apologise for being unable to edit the Company notes in last
month's issue, but was well represented by my understudy, " Sparrow,"
and I thank him for the good show. While I was away he took my
place and now perhaps he knows of the Company Correspondent's
troubles. At the beginning of last month most of us were on leave,
and later another party were given seven days' leave. On returning
we were confronted by a three days' route march which did not seem
to go down at all. Most of the Company had been fattening up on
leave, and returned, with a nice little bowwindow round the dining
room, but alas ! they lost it first day out.
On the 23rd we left The Verne, en route for Abbotsbury.
As usual
it started to rain after we had got a few miles out. The boys were
all merry and bright in spite of the weather conditions and they marched
very well, some being newlyjoined from The Depot. We were not at
all sorry when we arrived at our destination, not that we had sore heart
or feet, but it is beastly hot with a ground sheet on. Anyhow, after
a good blowout of stew and hot water, a football came into action.
After nearly making the ball into pulp and upsetting the chickens we
filed off to our billets. Being so wet, we were grateful to get into any
shelter, and so the best part of the Company found themselves
in a schoolroom. We were compact, but it did not matter, we were
happy. After settling down some went out to test the hops and others
to make eyes at the village beauty ; the latter were unlucky. Trade
was good that night in the village.
So the first night passed and by 10 p.m. all were tucked up by the
Orderly Sergeant. The second day dawned and several attempts
were made to get our equipment on; Oh ! how it had shrunk. After
making the necessary alterations, we were soon tramping along on our
poor old flat feet. This day the weather was quite opposite to the
previous one. The sun poured down on us and we creaked and groaned
under the conditions. Dorset has its " Ups and Downs " and well we
knew it. Roman roads, tracks and fields made the marching rather
difficult, and so the honest sweat rolled down our faces, perhaps in some
cases it was the hops. On arriving at Bradford Peverell we looked as
though we had just received a turkish bath. That night the routine
was the same as the previous one, but our thoughts were on the next
day's march to The Verne, and we were feeling a bit sore. But the
march was accomplished in good time, the last lap being rather perspir
ing. All are to be congratulated on the fine way they marched in after
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all those weary miles. It is rather a good thing to have a look at the
country round about before leaving it.
We were all very sorry to lose Cpl. Robinson and the 34 men who
have left us for the 1st Battalion. Poor old " Robbo," what will
" Rachel" do now, no O's. Never mind, Rob., buck up, perhaps you
will make good out on the " Rock." We believe that he can introduce
all the latest London styles of Shingling to the Spanish girls (don't
forget the Eton Crop). I have sheared horses before ? One thing,
there are no trams on the rock, and no flies on " Robbo."
We should be very pleased to know whether any of the men who
have left us do well out in the 1st Battalion in Sports, etc., as we know
that they can. The best of luck and health to all who have left us
to join the 1st Battalion. Another draft will be leaving us in November
for the Rock. From one rock to another. Gone but not forgotten.
We are all very sorry to lose Br. Col. J. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O.,
from the Battalion, who, I think, is going to India to take over a
Command. I am sure that we all wish him and Mrs. Kennedy the best
of wishes and we are looking forward to some future time when we
join the 1st Battalion and hope to be in his Brigade in India.
Welcome to Lt. N. E. Hoare who has joined us from the M.G.'s
He has been posted to No. 9 Platoon.
Congratulations to Cpl. Riley (M.G.) on obtaining a first at Nether
avon.
Also, L/Cpl. Farrell is to be congratulated for passing the promotion
examination for Corporal and we give him credit for obtaining a good
First Class Shot (102).
Cpl. MacLaren has left us for a Vocational Course of Carpentry and
Joinery at Hounslow.
The Company have just played their first football match of the
season—Reds v. Blues. The Reds won by 2 to 1 after a very good
game. The match was for the last two or three drafts who have had no
opportunity to show their skill. Ptes. Pulman, Leonard, J. Smith and
several more gave promise of a good team this next season.
Finally, our heartiest congratulations to No. 12 Platoon on their
winning the Whittaker and Peareth Cups this year—the Whittaker
Cup for the best platoon at everything and the Peareth Cup for the
winner of most events in the Company Sports.
A.S.H.

Things we want to know.

Who is the new " Chips " of the Company ? Is it A.F. 63 ?
When is " Rachel" getting his motor bike ?
Who is the Company M.G. ? Ask Shack ?
Is 4 4 Sparrow'' getting lockjaw through using big words ?
Does 44 Paddy's " dog study in Minor Offence Reports ?
Is he going to recommend it for a Section Leaders' Course ?
What did Paddy say about the Company Photo ?
Was he Orderly Sergeant, and did the Company Commander hear ?
Continued on 324 Col. 1.
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"OAREEY had we
recovered from
the effects of Canter
bury Cricket Week,
when we were plunged
once again into a whirl
of gaiety for our own
Depot Cricket Week.
On
Saturday,
August
14th,
the
Present Buffs played a
strong side of Past
Buffs got together by
Colonel Friend and
captained by Colonel
Body.
The Present
just managed to win by six runs, thanks to
some fine bowling by W.O. Collins and
C.Q.M.S. Coaster. On Monday and Tuesday,
August 16th and 17th, we played the Royal
West Kent Regiment Past and Present
Association and once again had to admit
defeat at their hands. On Wednesday and
Thursday we played the Band of Brothers.
Rain interfered with this game, which resulted
in a draw. In the first innings we made 277
and the B.B. 251.
An AllRanks dance was held in the
Gymnasium on Monday, the 16th and was
a great success. Everyone at the Depot was
delighted to see our late C.O., Major Guy Eee,
with Mrs. Eee, Miss Ella Eee and Mr. Hanley
again. Major Eee played cricket for us in
the Past and Present match and also against
the Queen's Own. We offer a hearty welcome
to Captain A. Corney and his family, who
have arrived at the Depot. We have said
2nd Battalion.—Continued.
"D" COMPANY.
Continuing from where we left off last month, after the Regimental
Sports, half the Company went on eight days' Summer Leave and by
all accounts, some of them had a pretty hectic time !
On their return they had a few days (quite four) and then the
Company, with "B" Company, making a composite Company, under
the Command of Capt. G. R. Howe, went for a quiet stroll around the
countryside via Abbotsbury—Bradford—Peverell, at which two
"cities" (?) we camped for the first and second nights respectively
and then on the third day returned " Home" to the Verne. Owing
to the intense heat on the first day, on arrival at Abbotsbury we bought
up the Swan Inn, " lock, stock and barrel." The second day was just
as hot (some said more so), but owing to having gone to rather the limit
the preceding night, funds were rather low, so our erstwhile barman,
" Buffy," did not do such a roaring trade as one would have thought.
Incidentally heads were much clearer and spirits much higher on the
march home in the morning, which we did in rather record time, I think.
We rather " whacked " "D" and 4A" Company's record in as much
as we had no one falling out during the three days ! But one or two,
including a certain Corporal of "D" Company, are still suffering from
the effects of badlyfitting boots, etc.
Two days after, the 44 September Draft" returned from leave and
left us again on the 3rd September for Gibraltar. We wish them the
best of luck !
The 4'November Draft" has now proceeded on leave. This
rather depletes our Football Team, but we have no doubt that we shall
still remain on top at the end of the Season.
Before concluding, we have to congratulate Cpl. Trice on the birth
of a 44 bonny boy " and what has Fddy (Wade) to say about it. Also
heartiest congratulations to him on his appointment to L/Sgt.
We take our hats off to "C" Company, they having won the Harris
Shield from vis after a good fight.
" DON Q."

' Au Revoir ' to Captain Cook, and these notes
are not a fitting place in which to wax senti
mental over his departure. Those of our
readers who do not know him would not
understand and those who do know him, know
also that nothing we can say could adequately
express our admiration for him, or the regret
we feel at his going. But is is not ' Goodbye '
as Captain Cook is still in Canterbury and we
hope and believe that there will be very few
functions take place at the Depot at which
he will not be present, for many years to come.
The Shorncliffe Drag, now under the
auspices of the 11th Hussars, are holding their
opening meet on the 1st of October and every
body is looking forward to a thoroughly good
season.
Games.
No one will contradict ns if we say that the Cricket
XI. this year has been as good a side as we have had
since the war. Perhaps our best victory was over a
strong East Kent Ramblers XI., whom we beat by
twelve runs in a most exciting match, thanks mainly
to the deadly bowling of C.Q.M.S. Coaster.
Other
good wins were against Wye College, whom we beat by
9 runs and Goodnestone Park, whom we beat twice—
once by 5 wickets and once by 110 runs. In the latter
match Pte. E. Hobbs made 91 not out. We have relied
almost entirely on W.O. Collins and C.Q.M.S. Coaster
for our bowling and frequently they have run through
a side unchanged. Cpl. Wickham and Pte. Hobbs
both improved their bowling considerably towards the
end of the season and took a number of wickets.
Although no one succeeded in making a century (Hobbs
91 not out being the nearest) the following made 50 or
more:—Major Jackson, Capt. Rice, W.O. Collins,
L/Cpl. Drake and Pte. Hobbs, whilst Capt. Watson
and L/Cpl. Watts have several times been within a few
runs of it. Hobbs must be written down as the best
and most consistent bat in the team and although he
is very young and very small, he is a natural cricketer,
who, with proper coaching, will go a long way—and
why not ! with a name like that ! ! There is room for
a good deal of improvement in the fielding of the side
as a whole—with the exception of W. O. Collins,
C.Q.M.S. Coaster, Mullinger and Hobbs, and no team
can afford to carry players who go in to bat minus a
vast quantity of runs owing to their bad fielding.
We
must give this more attention next season.
Football.
Even before our last cricket match of the season was
over we began to notice goalposts appearing furtively
on various fields and realised with a start that we must
begin to review our own prospects for the coming
football season. If we can produce as good a team as
we had last year we shall be more than satisfied, but it
will require a big effort, as that was a splendid
team and good enough to beat most teams in this part
of the county. Mullinger will again Captain the side,
with Cpl. Wade as ViceCaptain. Cpl. Gillett will be
with us for the first part of the season and then joins
the 2nd Battalion, where he will no doubt be received
with open arms by Mr. Dare. He should prove an
asset to the Battalion as he represented the Eastern
Command at left half against Kent last season. L/Cpl.
Watts and Brookes are the only other two survivors
of last year's team, but there is plenty of talent coming
along.
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Past v. Present Cricket Match.

Top Row—Left to Right.
Mr. S. H. Follett, Major F. W. Foster, Capt. R. M. Watson, Major H.Hardy, C.Q.M.S. G. Coaster, Capt. S. Maiden,
Mr. L. Rye, Capt. E. F. D. Strettell, Mr. H. Bean, Mr. H. N. Kent, Mr. R. C. Woods, L/Cp. L. Chapman.
C/Sgt. A. G. Edwards.
Sitting.
Capt. J. R. Willows, Major C. A. Terry, Col. J. Body, Major J. V. R. Jackson, Col. R. S.I. Friend, Major Guy Lee,
Capt. N. D. Rice, Capt. B. E. HammondDavies.
Front Row.
L/Cpl. E. H. Watts, L/Cpl. F. Drake, Mr. W. Martin, W/O. C. H. Collins, Pte. F. Mullinger, Pte. E. Hobbs.
If L/Cpl. Drake's knee can stand the strain
he should be sure of his place, whilst Church at right
half and Cpl. Stubberfield at inside left are both
showing promise. Mills, although he has only
recently joined us, is shaping well at outside right and
improves every game. We opened the season with
a match against a strong Chislet Colliery side and beat
them by the odd goal in seven after a very even match.
Our team was :—Goal : Capt. Rice; Backs : Pte.
Brookes, L/Cpl. Drake ; Half Backs : Pte. Church,
Cpl. Wade, Cpl. Gillett ; Forwards : Pte. Mills, L/Cpl.
Watts, Pte. Mullinger, Cpl. Stubberfield and Pte. Pye.
Boxing.
November 1st and 2nd has been fixed as the dates
of our next Recruits' InterSquad Boxing Competition,
with the finals and various special sixround contests
on Thursday, November 4th. Rumour has it that
the George Barrett Cup for the most promising recruit
boxer will be by no means a one sided affair this time,
and the winner will have some very tough nuts to crack
before his photograph appears in the Gymnasium

alongside the previous winners. We have entered for
the InterDepot team Championship again this year
and hope to win the Cup.
SERGEANTS' MESS.

On the 28th August we had our Annual Outing—
this year to Hastings—and very nice it was too.
In two charabancs we left Canterbury at 8.30 a.m.
The first
halt was made at Ashford, thence on
to Hastings, via Tenterden and Northiam.
The weather treated us very kindly indeed, for it
was a glorious summer day, and before we had been
on the sea shore very long most of us were seeking
shady retreats.
An excellent tea was served at the Phoenix Hall,
where the arrangements made were all that could be
desired.
At Hastings we met an old friend in the person of
C.S.M. Moon, Royal Sussex Regiment T.F., who was
attached to our Depot some time ago for a course of
instruction and this auspicious occasion was duly up
held in the proper manner.
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The return journey was commenced at 6.30 p.m.,
the first
halt being at Rye, where we discovered
that the Ship Inn was a decent halting place and also
sold Smith's Chips, the whole of the stock of which
were soon sold. Then on to Winchelsea and Ashford,
where another halt was decided upon and finally we
reached Canterbury about 10.30 p.m.
It was a good day out, excellently arranged and
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present.
The Spoon Shoot for July and August resulted in
C.S.M. Jones taking the Silver Spoon, whilst L/Sgt.
Peett won the Wooden Spoon for July and Sgt. Han
cock took it for August.
During the month Sgt. Osborne and exC.S.M.
Bones both paid us a visit. We were pleased to see
them and glad to know that Mr. Bones is comfortably
settled in civilian life, whilst we wish Sgt. Osborne
and family the best of luck on their proceeding to
Gibraltar to join the 1st Battalion.
A very popular old friend of the 2nd Battalion,
in the person of exSgt. Redshaw, A.B.C. ('Avant'),
also called at the Depot during the month. He was
attached to the 2nd Battalion in Iraq in 192122 and
proved a real friend of men seeking 2nd class certificates
to qualify for proficiency pay. He was also a
prominent figure in the Dramatic Company (BADS).
We are pleased to know that Mr. Redshaw has obtained
a very comfortable billet in civilian life.
Hearty congratulations to L/Sgt. and Mrs. Bromley
on their marriage on 27th August. We wish them
every good luck and happiness.
On 30th August the Corporals held an " At Home,"
when we took them on at Cricket and Tennis. It was
an excellent afternoon and evening's enjoyment, which
we very much appreciated.
We respectfully thank General the Rt. Hon. Sir
A. H. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., Colonel of The Buffs,
for the handsome monetary gift he made to the
Sergeants' Mess on the occasion of his visit to the
Depot on 26th August. Whatever trophy it is decided
to purchase will be eagerly competed for in the compe
tition set.
A suitable present was despatched to exL/Sgt.
Hassam during the month on his having been
transferred to the Army Reserve. It was gratefully
acknowledged and we are pleased to hear that he is
progressing favourably in civilian life.
The members of the Mess heartily congratulate
Lieut. P. Dare on his promotion to commissioned rank.
Will our many friends please note that the usual
Winter Season Whist Drives (fortnightly) will
commence in October.
CORPORALS' MESS.
Our return "At Home" to the W.O.'s and Sergeants has taken
place. We had a very fine day for it, and it was decided to play Cricket,
while the Ladies played Tennis. My forecast proved to be a correct
one, and we were winners with a comfortable margin of 50 runs. One
or two sets of Tennis were successfully contested by the Corporals,
and afterwards we repaired to the Sergeants' Mess where an enjoyable
evening was spent.
Football is now an all absorbing topic in the Mess.
The Spoon Shoot for August and September resulted as follows :—
Silver Spoon (August).—L/Cpl. Clinker. Silver Spoon (September).—
Cpl. Richardson. Wooden Spoon (August).—L/Cpl. Watts. (Sep
tember).—Cpl. Parratt.
Our congratulations to L/Cpl. Clinker on his success at the Canter
bury Athletic Meeting. Also to the Gymn. Squad for a very able
display under Corporal Stubberfield. The Horse Work was especially
good, and the motto of the day was obviously not " Safety First."
Our Whist Drives start on the first Monday in October, and we
understand will be held in the School.
Several Members of the Mess are lately " tripping the light
fantastic," and it may be of some consolation to them to know that
although the Charleston is banned, another dance of wilder form is
being introduced known as the " Flat Charleston."
A correspondence course in this may be the cause of considerable
annoyance to other performers; but you cannot please everyone

L.G.C.

Things we want to know.
Who was the Corporal and what did he exactly mean by the follow
ing remark :—
" It is not right for a full rank to be subjected to what he was !"

Overheard.
Sergeant (after the Drummer had blown " Orderly Sergeants" several
times for the Squads' benefit).—" What's that ? "
Recruit.—" Soup Sergeant !" (general collapse).

TRAINED MEN'S NOTES.
As the last month's Dragon Notes went in before the dance was held,
the account of it was kept back for this issue.
The Band (The Bohemians) were a great success, their tempo and
music was of a good, uptodate standard, and it helped to make the
evening a huge success. Under the arrangement of Sgt. Emery, who
was M.C., the dances were arranged very well, and the Lancers were
enjoyed immensely by all who took part in them.
As usual, the Bar was crowded and I believe Jock imbibed more
than was good for him. for in the Dance Hall he danced as though he
had shaken 15 years off his age.
Those who saw their friends home were welcomed by a thorough
wettingthey just caught a terrific thunderstorm, one of the worst
seen in Kent for years.
Congratulations to Freddy for being picked in The Past and Present
Match, and also for getting his Cricket Cap with Cpl. Wickham. The
Band gave selections during the whole of the match, and were con
gratulated by the C.O. for their good music and smart appearance.
The weather behaved itself awfully well and the Depot Cricket Week
was quite lucky, only having one rainy day.
Our last match with the Corporals ended in the latter winning by
ten runs, a good even game. Smith made the highest score, knocking
the N.C.O.s' bowling all over the field is getting a speciality for him.
Our eagerlylookedfor Outing on the 8th was carried out jolly well.
Starting from Canterbury West, we went to Herne Bay, and nobody
missed the boat. The saloon was opened when the Captain caught
sight of our party of Buffs, and one can guess there was a general rush
for—er Lemonade ! ! ! About halfway across someone suggested that
some photos should be taken; "Narrow" and "Yank" having
cameras, agreed to take some and put them in this month's issue of
The Dragon.
A good group was taken, including Mrs. Laming, Mrs. Ongley and
the kiddies ; also our " Chaperon*?," Sgt. Ongley ; then some smaller
groups were taken ; " Jocker," our young mascot! ? (he is only 56)
was squeezed in the group, but I do not think he remembered much
about it ; the lemonade got into his head ; I am sure he was giddy,
owing to the boat rocking, I suppose ? Bob Graham told Priestly
some of them saw Jocker in this state. Stewart, Liplock, Punch
and one or two others seemed to catch the epidemic, because later they
all appeared on deck looking a trifle giddy and hilarious.
After a threehour journey we arrived at Southend and departed
on our own ways, to see the Carnival that was being held that day;
(rather lucky day we had picked, I think).
Six o'clock saw most of us on the pier waiting for the boat, which was
due to arrive at 6.15. One turned up that should have arrived at 5.30,
so all that were there jumped on that boat. As it was moving off a
small party of Trained Men were to be seen on the pier, waving their
arms frantically, thinking they had lost the boat. The other boat
soon arrived and everybody got to Chatham where we had a look round
ourselves. Quite a few were found to be slightly sleepy, and with the
help of their" chums managed to be assisted to the train where they
dropped off into a thankful slumber.
Shiner Mills managed to lose his ticket, and Jocker managed to lose
himself absolutely in Chatham, arriving at Canterbury the next morning
looking a bit the"worse for wear, and I think, much wiser.
Everybody agreed that the outing was a great success and all voted
their thanks to those who helped aud assisted in the arrangements,
Our Contributor wishes through the Trained Men, to thank our R.S.
Major, our C.S.Major, and Sgt. Ongley, who put up with us exceedingly
well. Also our thanks are due to Kennedy and others who worked
for our day's outing and made it something to be remembered.

Football.
The Depot beat Chislet Colliery, 42. The team shaped rather
well, and as our sports' officer has entered us in the Cinque Ports League,
and Hythe Charity Cup, we need to put a good team in the field. The
scorers on Saturday were Cpl. Stubberfield 3, and Cpl. Wade 1.
The Trained Men started their footer season by defeating their old
rivals, the Corporals, by 71 !!! What happened one cannot say,
but the combination of the Trained Men was a sight for bad eyes,
We hope to continue our success in future games.

" YANK."

Past and Present Association.
Ashford Branch.
A very well attended meeting of this branch was
held at the Invicta Hotel on September 1st, when the
members presented to Colonel H. Findlay, Secretary of
the Association a handsomely framed enlarged photo
graph of themselves.
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The 4th Battalion.

T

HB month has been spent
chiefly
in
weekend
camps and shooting, both for
competitions and the annual
course and in competing for the
Harris Shield events.
The first
of these parades
was for the Machine Gun Platoon
at Lydd, during the weekend of
21st August.
The
Platoon
turned up almost in full force
and we were glad to see with
them Lieut. Wagland, attached
to us from the Gloucestershire
Regiment. The
Royal
Tank
Corps are always very good to
us when we visit Lydd and
altogether the Machine Gun
Platoon spent an interesting and
instructive weekend and were
able to do some field firng.
Our Sandwich cadet company were in camp at
Littlebourne during this period and were inspected by
the Commanding Officer. We were glad to see with
them our old friend Sgt.Major Bennett, late P.S.
Instructor to "A" Coy. We hope he will succeed in
finding a job in this neighbourhood and will persuade
the Sandwich Cadets to come along to us when they are
old enough.

On the 25th August "D" Coy. were judged in their
Drill competition for the Harris Shield. The parade
was held by artificial light in the Drill Hall, which
perhaps militated to some extent against their chances,
as also did an incorrect composition of their Platoon,
but the turn out was exceedingly good. "A" and
"B" Coys, were judged during the weekend of the
28th, while "C" Coy. went through the ordeal last
month. Marks so far obtained are as under, but the
final award will be influenced by the Companies'
musketry averages.
"A" Company ...
...
... 97*7
"B"
„
1467
"C"
„
1307
"D"
„
955
"A" and "B" Companies had their weekend camp
on the 28th—29th August, on which latter date "C"
Coy. fired for the High Sheriff's Shield. The weekend
camp at Birchington was a success, although the firing
on Sunday morning for High Sheriff's and other com
petitions did not produce scores good enough to win.
The Brigade Commander visited the camp and
witnessed a tactical exercise on Sunday afternoon.
On 5th September all four Companies sent teams to
compete in the Coronation and Divisional Commander's
Cups at Shoreham. Shoreham is a long way to go and
the men arrived somewhat shaken by the long bus
journey and early start, although this year "A" Coy.
took advantage of the hospitaUty of the 4th Royal
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West Kents and billeted overnight in Tonbridge. Our
team shooting was not up to standard, but we managed
to win individual medals for the best score at each
practice. The results were as follows —Sgt. Hay ward,
20 ; Sgt. Beale, 17 ; C.Q.M.S. Nash, 24, after a shoot
off with seven others.
On the 11th—12th "D" Coy. carried out weekend
training in the neighbourhood of Alkham. An
elaborate scheme had been prepared, but a poor
attendance and rotten weather curtailed the exercises
somewhat. The Company, however, managed to
complete the weekend with some field firing at Lydden
Spout.
The Signallers were also out training in prepar
ation for their annual classification.
A final weekend is to be held at Sittingbourne on
the 9th and 10th October, when a tactical exercise
without troops will be carried out on similar lines to
the Canterbury one, held 19th and 20th June last.
The Depot have had thirteen of our N.C.O.'s
attached to them during the month who are, we hear,
enjoying themselves and learning a lot. These Depot
courses are of enormous value and we once again
extend our thanks to the Depot for all they do for us.
2nd/Lieuts. Iggulden, Parrish and Cheney are also
being attached to the Depot, where it is hoped they
will find
no difficulty in taking their Certificate
"A" Examinations.
There have been one or two moves of officers.
Lieut. Chambers is going to the reserve and we also
announce with great regret that Capt. C. A. Winch
has applied to do so as well.
Captain Winch has done a very great deal for the
Weald Company since the war and we shall one and
all be sorry to say goodbye to him. He has carried
the Company along through very difficult times on his
own shoulders, but we hope that, although going to
the reserve, he will keep in the closest possible touch
with us. Capt. A. E. Loyd Hardcastle, who served
throughout the war with the 5th Battalion, is taking
over the Company. Lieut. Hewitt, late of the Artists
Rifles is shortly joining this Company. We shall be
very glad to welcome him as soon as the formalities
connected with his transfer are complete.
2nd/Lieut. C. H. S. Howkins, of the Queen Victoria
Rifles, 9th London Regiment, is to be attached to us
at Sittingbourne. To him also we extend our welcome.
At the moment of going to press we hear that a
small daughter has arrived to Mrs. Cheney. Many
congratulations to our signalling officer and his wife.
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.
The last day in our trai ing year for 1926 is now drawing close.
It cannot be said, in spite of our annual training in camp having been
cancelled, that our men have been idle, when one looks back to the
amount of training in other duties the men have been trained in. Credit
must be given to all ranks for their keenness during the years 192526.
Our Drill Halls at Sittingbourne and Whitstable have now closed down
to one Drill night per week until the end of October. On the 1st of
November we commence our new training year, with the usual two
Drill nights each week.
We hear that another of the wellorganised officers and N.C.O.s'
Tactical Exercises Scheme, is taking place at Sittingbourne during the
early part of October, and that most of our Battalion W.O.'s and
N.C.O.'s will stay at our Drill Hall overnight. No stone will be left
unturned to make everybody welcome and comfortable.
Our usual monthly spoon shoot took place on the miniature range
on the 26th August, 1926. There were twentythree firers and all
ranks of our Company congratulate our CompanySergeantMajor
on being the winner of the silver spoon having made a score of 35
possible. He is often heard to say that he is getting too old for shoot
ing, but judging by his previous and present scores that cannot be the
case. He was seen to come straight from the bar to the range so he
must have been exercising the muscles of his right arm to have scored
a possible. We must also congratulate LanceCorporal Burnett on
his splendid shooting, having made a score of 34, one short of a possible,
and I feel sure our sympathy is with him in just losing the silver spoon.
In connection with the monthly spoon shoot the large wooden spoon
ran now be seen hanging up in our club room with the names of the
winners on it. It is made of solid oak and is a splendid piece of work
manship.

Congratulations to our Football team on winning the Faversham
and District Football League 2nd Division Challenge Cup this year.
This we hold until the forthcoming season and we trust they will have
the luck to win it again.
Cpl. Farrett, LanceCpls. Davis, Lepper and Burnett of our Detach
ment, are proceeding to the Dover Garrison from the 19th to the 29th
September, and will be attached to the Dover Garrison for the Brigade
Training. We a:l hope they will enjoy their stay and we feel sure they
will benefit by the Brigade Training they will receive.
Our deepest sympathy is shown to Sgt. R. J. Clancy on the death
of his wife who passed away on the 20th August, 1926. She was well
known and respected by all ranks of our Detachment.
BUSY BEE.

A Weekend at Birchington.
The men of "B" (Sittingbourne) Company 4th Territorial Battalion,
The Buffs, had a pleasant weekend in camp at Birchington Range,
under the command of Captain D. J. Dean, V.C. Other officers present
were Lieut. A. J. Turner, Lieut. R. S. Poile, Lieut. G. H. Mount, and
Lieut. E. G. Parish. Each Detachment of the Company mustered at
their respective drill halls and proceeded to Birchington by charabancs
and train, the whole company reaching camp by 4.30 p.m. on Saturday.
On the roll being called, 120 N.C.O.'s and men were present.
Preparations were then made for pitching camp, and it was gratify
ing to note the celerity with which this was accomplished, for at the
sound of a whistle all the tents went up together.# Blankets and other
camp equipment were then issued by C.Q.M.S. Bishenden.
On Sunday reveille was sounded at 6.30 a.m. Breakfast followed
at 7.30, and at 8.30 the Company paraded for drill. Dinner was served
at 1 p.m., and at 2 o'clock the Company paraded for an imaginary
attack in company formation. After the work of the afternoon tea
was enjoyed at 5 o'clock, camp was struck at 6.15, and at 7.30 p.m. the
Detachments of the Company left camp for their return home, the
Sittingbourne Detachment arriving at 9 o'clock.
During the camp a full programme of training was gone through,
which everybody thoroughly enjoyed. On Sunday morning a platoon
of N.C.O.'s and men, under the command of Lieutenant A. J. Turner
and Sgt. R. Bailey, was paraded for a drill demonstration, The parade
was in connection with the Battalion Harris Shield, which is at present
held by "D" (Dover) Company. Last year the Shield was lost by
"B" Company by only halfapoint. The following were the Judges
at the Platoon drillLieut.Colonel E. B. Burns, Major B. S. Collard,
Captain H. S. HammondDavis, M.C., and R.S.M. Verlander.
Companies "A," "C," and "D" had previously been judged, and
after the parade the Adjutant announced that "B" Company, by a
wide margin, had won the drill competition. The result was received
with cheers, and great credit is due to all those who took part in the
demonstration. The winners of the Shield will be decided by the
shooting in the annual musketry course, and at present "B" Company
is well on the high road to victory. It is hoped by all ranks of the
Company that this year the Shield will come to Sittingbourne.
On Sundav morning, "B" Company received a visit from Colonel
R. N. Dick, C.M.G., D.S.O., commanding the Kent and Sussex (S.A.)
Brigade, and everyone was pleased to see him. A Company of the
4th Buffs was also in camp.
Before leaving camp the N.C.O.'s and men gave three cheers for
the officers, and appeared to be well satisfied with themselves during
their stay. A word of praise must be reserved for the men for turning
up at camp, thereby forfeiting their leisure time, and C.S.M. Jones
is to be congratulated upon the able way in which he attended to the
catering side of camp life.

Mrs. Smithers—Continued.
one sixpence—I hope it was not put in the bag
by mistake—ten pennies, twenty halfpennies, twenty
five farthings, one black trouser's button and eighteen
small white calico buttons. I can trace the black
trousers button and am thankful for its return, but as
for the calico buttons or their origin, oh, dearly
beloved, it is a great selfdenial effort on your part
which will reap its own reward."
When Mrs. Smithers arrived home it was natural
Private Smithers would desire to know how much his
wife put in the bag and on being informed, replied
" That's right old girl : so long as yer shoved in
summit, that's the thing that matters."
" Its no concern of yourn " replied Mrs. Smithers.
" If I 'ad given six bob it would be nothing to do with
you my dear."
" Oh yus it would old girl. Why I wouldn't 'ave
been able to go to 'arrods."
" What 'arrods ? Is yer goin' to buy yer wife a
dress arter all these years ?"
" N o I aint. I'm goin' to the Past and Present
Jim Skinner and buy meself some beer!"
(Continued in December).

J E.
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Mrs. Smithers

H

SHE HAS HER IIAIR BOBBED.

AVING no garrison church of their own or official
chaplain, the spiritual needs of the married
people were administered by the local vicar, who, being
stone deaf, relied on his young and good looking curate
for practically everything. It so happened that Mrs.
Smithers, in company with Mrs. Scrubbers and several
other members of the married variety attended a very
special service, specially arranged for the regimental
guild of the League of Lotions for the promotion of
bobbed hair. It was a real live organisation,
comprising a combination of Eaton crops, shingled,'
bingled, tingled and mingled styles of adornment and
any other innovation was strictly prohibited ; in fact,
should any member unfortunately become baldheaded
she was at once struck off the roll for carrying
the Eaton crop too far.
The Guild had their parades and inspections and
when Mrs. Smithers was checked for a 'hair cut' by
the amazon Sgt.Major—who had her hair bingled—
she tossed her head and remarked " Yer're only jealous,
old thing, 'cause yer 'ead looks like a worn out mop
waiting to be changed !"
The day of the service was a gold letter day for the
married members of the league. The regimental
band—by kind permission of the Commanding Officer
and Officers—played them to church to the tune of
' Get yer hair cut ' and ' I've got a few hair pins for
sale,' but Mrs. Smithers found it difficult to keep step
with the more uptodate members owing to her
Victorian skirts encircling her ankles, whilst Mrs. Green
—the wife of Dodger Green—who was marching
directly in rear of Mrs. Smithers, found a suitable
resting place for her kid on this woman's bustle.
The poor old deaf vicar stood outside the church
and as the women filed passed he welcomed them in
acknowledgment to the command " Eyes right!" The
young curate, however, beamed broad smiles and Mrs.
Smithers, in endeavouring to reciprocate, dropped her
false teeth and in trying to save these precious articles
of mastigation from reaching the ground, fell head over
heels and deposited her head in the poor vicar's
stomach, who, with uplifted hands and a glance
towards Heaven let out a loud exclamation.
The service started with appropriate hymns lustily
sung by the congregation. Then the Curate mounted
the pulpit to give out the notices. He smiled, stroked
his smooth forehead, smiled again and commenced
" My very dear people " which caused Mrs. Smithers
to remark to Mrs. Scrubbers she felt sure he was
making eyes at Mrs. Smith—" the bingled little
hussey !"
The Curate had received instructions from the Vicar
to give out the notices in a particular order. Firstly,
he was to mention about christenings and lastly con
cerning Hymn books which the vicar had for sale.
Unfortunately he reversed the order and gave out first
the notice concerning Hymn books and lastly the
notice having reference to the christenings and
imploring all present to bring their babies early and
particularly requesting Mrs. Scrubbers to be in time
as she had been late for the past six years. The deaf
vicar, thinking the curate was talking about Hymn
books, jumped up and interjected—" And for all those
good ladies that hav'nt any, if they call at the vicarage
after the service they can be obtained ; some with
little white backs are fourpence each, but if you require
black backs they are sixpence each."
The curate covered his face with a broad hem
stitched handkerchief and hid his laughter by a frantic
effort at sneezing and coughing, whilst the vicar stood
on the Chancel steps wondering if he should send for
a doctor, On rising to sing the next hymn it was
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noticed that Mrs. Smithers was still seated and
investigation proved that she had swooned off. When
the vicar suggested in a kindly sort of way she should
be taken to the vicarage and given a little stimulent
and fresh air she came too very quickly, which caused
Mrs. Scrubbers to remark to the vicar " You ought to
'ave made it a drop of gin old dear."
Then followed the sermon. A delightful and very
impressive flow of oratory which caused an uneasy
feeling amongst the League of Lotions for bobbed
hair. It concerned a certain man who had great
strength : one day, unbeknown to himself and whilst
he sleepeth, a certain woman—called a wife—cutteth
off his hair and the man loseth his whole strength and
becometh a weakling. First there was a shuffle of
feet ; then some coughing followed by audible
whisperings which made the curate feel distinctly un
comfortable. Mrs. Smithers swore she found it difficult
to lift a washing basket since she joined the league.
Mrs. Scrubbers said she could not even roll out a piece
of dough unless she put it through the mangle, whilst
several others seated near weie asking the question
" Do yer think mine's agrowin' any longer, old thing ?"
The curate at once recognised he had put his foot
into it. He had made a very impressive delivery to
a congregation composed of ladies possessing distinct
tastes, so he quickly altered matters by saying
"Of course, dear children"—at which Mrs.
Smithers beamed approbation—" mere man only suffers
from having his hair off. Women, being the opposite
sex, gain in strength, besides adding to feminine
beauty."
Once more the curate took stock. Looking down
on the congregation he again smiles and beamed the
nicest of smiles and his blue eyes rolled round every
corner of the church, almost fixing on the spot any
lady who received the golden rays of visual penetration.
More trouble arose, however, when the subject
matter of the discourse veered round to something
about somebody who, for looking round, was turned
into a pillar of salt. Mrs. Smithers, who is not
particularly slight and possesses a rather circular sort
of anatomy, became very distressed, and observing
Mrs. Sunshine—a rather thin piece of goods—
deliberately look at her in a sympathetic sort of way,
reminded the good lady that she was " nothing more
than an 'errin' bone " and if at any time she became
a. block of salt she would sprinkle herself about the
earth to stop worms like Mrs. xSunshine from wriggling !
Mrs. Smithers was relieved to hear from the lips of
Mrs. Scrubbers she had misunderstood what the curate
said.
The next excitement occurred at collection time.
It was a very special collection in aid of the vicar's
habitation fund. It really was started by an appeal
many years ago in order that the vicar might obtain
the necessaries of life, but after a few years it grew into
a habit, since when it has extended into a habitation.
The vicar himself brought round the bag, and just as
he passed a certain pew he bent down to pick up a half
penny accidently dropped by the wife of the Sergeant
Major and in doing so, created a loud plop, and a harm
less trouser's button rolled close to Mrs. Smithers, who
quickly picked it up and deposited it in the bag with
a sort of giving you a halfcrown look upon her face.
After the collection the vicar gave out the
following :—
" My dearly beloved ladies of the League of Lotions
for bobbed hair. I thank you for your great generosity
this day : it is most kind of you all to deny yourselves
so much. Many of you, no doubt, will wish you had
retained what you have given as you march home to
quarters, but you will have the consolation of knowing
you have given something to a worthy cause. Mrs.
Vicar will be delighted. The collection amounts to
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Regimental Gazette.

A. J. WHITE

Officers.
The following Sec.Lts. to be Lts. (Aug. 27)V. Boucher,
J. R. P. Williams.
Capt. R. B. Sandilands, M.C., is seed, for service with the Sudan De
fence Force (July 30) ; Sec.Lt. V. D. Knatchbull to be Lt. (Aug. 30).
Capt. W. B. Griffith is restd. to the establishment (Aug. 7).
THE BUFFS.—Qr.Mr. and Capt. T. Cook retires on ret. pay, having
attained the age limit for retirement (Sept. 9) ; R.S.M. Percy Dare
to be Qr.Mr. with the rank of Lt. (Sept. 9).
Lt. K. M. C. Mallam is seed, for service under the Colonial Office
(Aug. 13).

74 JERMYN STREET,
LONDON, S W.

1bat anfc Cap fIDafcer
Offers his SPECIAL FLEXOLYTE

The Depot.

FIELD SERVICE CAP

The following attested on dates as shewn :—
Pte. P. Taylor, 10826 ; Pte. C. Simmonds and Pte. A. Allen,
10826; Pte. J. Kiltie, Pte. F. Phipps, Pte. R. Grubb, 11826;
Pte. J. Bowell, 13826 ; Pte. F. Purser, 12826; Pte. J. Marsden,
13826 ; Pte. F. Harman, Pte. T. Lawlor, 12826; Pte. A. Man,
16826  Pte. F. Reed, 18826 ; Pte. P. Dyke, 19826 ; Pte. F. Hill,
18826 ; Pte. H. Tracey, 12826 ; Pte. G. Tovey, 18826 ; Pte. W.
Lewis, Pte. A. Walker, 17826 : Pte. B. Tarling, 12826 ; Pte. C.
Dunckling, 20826; Pte. A. Abbott, 19826; Pte. R. Doyghty,
19826 ; Pte. J. Peal, 24826 ; Pte. S. Cork, 25826 ; Pte. J. Chilton,
27826 ; Pte. F. Fowler, 6926.

as being light in weight, soft
and pliable in texture as
quite the best possible cap
for
foreign
service,
being
quite rainproof and having a
smart appearance, not a rag,

TERRITORIAL ARMY.

4TH BN.Sec.Lt. G. H. Mount to have precedence as from Sept.
27, 1925.

RECRUITS.

TRANSFER

TO

ARMY RESERVE.

FLEXOLYTE

6279447 L/c. W. Bourne, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R.'s, 17826.
6279702 Cpl. R. F Baker, transferred to the Army Reserve under
para. 362 (1) K.R.'s, 31826.
6278613 L/c. H. Polkinghorne, transferred to the Army Reserve
under 362 (1) K.R.'s, 3926.

Reg*. No. 327488

A. J .

POSTINGS.

6281759 Pte. F. Parberv, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion,
w.e.f. 8926.

DISCHARGES.

WHITE,

6283143 Pte. L Conley, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (b), K.R.'s

1bat ant> Cap Ubafeer,

6283199 Pte. R. Doughty, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a), K.R.'s

74 JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W. 1.

6339495 Pte. A. Russell, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a) K.R.'s,
6283124 Pte. W. E. Farthing, discharged under para. 363 (ix) (a)
K.R.'s, 24826. (Authy : H.C.A. 5/107/A d/6826.

ST. LAWRENCE LAUNDRY 00. LTD.

The 4th Battalion.

OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY

ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength and posted to Company as stated
6283310 Pte. A. Howell, "D," (D), 20726.
6283311 Pte. H. Martin, "B," (S), 16826.

PROMOTIONS.

6282874 Cpl. R. Bailey, "B," promoted Sergeant to complete
establishment w/e from 10826.
,
6280756 L/c. J. Wyborn, "B," promoted Corporal vice Bailey
w/e from 10826.

t
6280674 L/c. A. Phillips, "D," promoted Corporal (Machine Gun
Platoon) w/e from 17826.

DISCHARGES.

6281261 Pte. F. Barnes, "D," (D), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 7726.
6281278 Cpl. J. Johnson, "B," (S), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 1826.
.
6281677 Pte. F. Kennaird, "C," (H), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 19—7—26.
6281648 Pte. W. Locke, "D," (D), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 20—6—26.
6281670 Pte. H. Marsh, "D," (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 14726.
6281668 Pte. F. Maynard, "D," (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 20726.
.
21854 L/c. H. Setterfield, "D," (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 26726.
.
6283303 Pte. K. Bishop, "B," (S), discharged, havmg joined Royal
Marines w/e from 8826.
6283060 Pte. H. Blaxall, 'B," (L), discharged having joined Royal
Navy w/e from 21826.
v». L Earl,, "B," (W), discharged on termination of
6281697 *Pte.
engagement, w/e from 21826.
6282833 Pte. F. Hunt, "D," (D), discharged having joined Regular
Army (Lancers), w/e 11826.
6281346 Pte. H. Jarrett, "B," (S), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e 22826.
. .
6283015 Pte. E. Walker, "A," (H.B.), discharged, having joined
Regular Army, (Buffs), w/e 16826.

REENGAGEMENTS.

6281766 Pte. F. Sheridan, "B," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
28926.

OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS

DRY

CLEANED &

EXPEDITIOUSLY

&

PRESSED
WELL

PHONE—45 CANTERBURY

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
No. VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address

NOTED FOR FLEAD CAKES.
Cakes of Every Description Made to Order.
Turog Brown Bread Made Daily.

G


lf
1*1

f\17

VA

w

Baker, Pastrycook,
and Confectioner.

2 The Borough, Canterbury.

past anb present Hssociatipn,
XCbe Buffs.

ANNUAL MEETING
and

DINNER,
—

HARROD'S STORES,

—

7 p.m.,

Saturday, October 23rd, 1926.

Those intending being present, should notify the Secretary
of the Association as soon as possible.

DINNER TICKETS, 6h EACH.

RICHARDSON & Co. C H A R L E S B A R R O W S ,
26 KING STREET,
ST. JAMES'S,
LONDON, S.W. 1.

SUPPLY—

37 NORTHGATE STREET.
GROCERY, PROVISIONS, HARDWARE, BRUSHES, Etc.

Regimental Kit of all kinds
Regimental Buttons and Badges
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.
Swagger Canes
Sports Requisites
E. BALLOGtUI.
Sports Prizes
132, 134 & 136 Main Street, Gibraltar
Shooting Prizes
Ladies' and Gentlemen's First-Class
Presentation Gifts

(we will make suggestions suitable /or all
Ranks).

Up-to-date Hair Dressing Saloons.

Newspapers and Magazines by
post to all parts of the world.

Perfumery and Toilet Requisites, Hats,
Socks, Shirts, Ties, etc., etc., etc.

Let us know your requirements and
we will quote you.

Open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sundays 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m.

HAWKES & Co.,

J. HUNT & SONS

LIMITED.

TAILORS AND
M I L I T A R Y
OUTFITTERS,
C A P
A N D
ACCOUTREMENT
MAKERS.

Drapers, fIDen's Ibosiers
"Ibouse

jfurnisbers

LARGE STOCKS OF
RELIABLE &

HIGH CLASS GOODS
AT

POPULAR

PRICES

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

"OZO" Stops

Patronised by
Officers in
Every Branch
of the Service

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains

1 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W. 1.

W A L K E R . <S> H A R R I S , L T D .

6|d.

per

box of 8 tasteless doses

Proprietors:
Telephone:
REGENT 0186.

Telegrams:
"CAPTAINCY," REG. LONDON.

Three Boxes

Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY

No. 324.

T

November, 1926.

Price Sixpence.

Past and Present Association.

HE Annual Meeting and Dinner were held
at Harrod's Stores on October 23rd,
when over 200 Members of the Association
were present.
The following message received from
General Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel of The
Regiment, was read at the meeting by Major
General Sir Guy Bainbridge, Chairman of the
Committee:—
" I deeply regret that my illhealth
necessitates my absence from you at a time
when I should have looked forward to meeting
my old comrades of the Past and Present
Association, The Buffs, at their Annual
Meeting and Dinner. I can assure them that
they will be in my thoughts on the evening of
the 23rd and I wish them a cheery and
pleasant dinner."
General Bainbridge, in addressing the
meeting said:—
" You have before you copies of the Annual
Report of the Association and the Balance
Sheets which have been previdusly circulated
to all Members of the Association. I do not
therefore purpose taking up your time by
reading them, but would suggest that they
should be taken as read and I hope, be
accepted and passed."
" It should be understood that the Reports
and Balance Sheets only cover the period 1st
April, 1925, to 31st March, 1926. Your
Committee are not satisfied regarding the
number of Members and think that these
might be considerably increased. In this
connection they would refer to the good work
done at Ashford, where some 62 additional
Members have joined in the last few months.
This good work at Ashford has been largely
due to the energy of Mr. Cowell."
"The strength of the Association at the
end of the period under report shewed a
decrease over the previous year of 49, but it is
satisfactory to note that since then a con
siderable number of Members have joined with
the result that our actual strength today is
105 in excess of what it was on 31st March,
1925."

" The Committee have offered to assist Ashford
financially towards the provision of a Club
there for members of the Past and Present
Association, provided suflicient members are
forthcoming to justify it, and is also prepared
to do the same thing for other large centres."
" It has recently been suggested to Area
Representatives in large areas that Assistant
Representatives should be appointed from the
noncommissioned ranks to assist them."
"I can assure you that your Committee
has really worked hard during the last twelve
months, and every endeavour has been made
to find work for exBuffs and to establish some
means of training men, due to leave the
Colours, for work in civil life, With this
object in view the formation of a Motor School
at Canterbury is now under consideration."
" I must refer also to the recent visit of the
party of the Regiment under Captain Morgan,
to Toronto. The War Office, while en
couraging us to send this party, was unable
to assist financially, but thanks to the great
generosity of our Colonel, General Sir Arthur
Paget, who subscribed £100, and the support
given to the project by the 1st, 2nd and 4th
Battalions and certain retired officers, the
necessary funds were forthcoming. I am very
pleased to be able to announce that General
Sir Henry Pellatt, who is in this country from
Canada, is coming here tonight as the Guest
of the evening. His connection with the
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada is well known."
" In conclusion I have to announce that
General Paget has nominated me as Chairman
and the following as Members of the Com
mittee for the ensuing year:—the officers
Commanding 1st Battalion, 2nd Battalion and
Depot, also Lieut.Colonel R. S. I. Friend;
Maj. E. C*. Norman and Maj. F. W. Tomlinson."
"I would thank the retiring members of
the Committee for their good services, and
would like also to mention Major Tomlinson
for all he has done and also the Secretary."
Mr. Dare proposed and Mr. Stangar
seconded the acceptance of the Report, which
was duly carried.
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ANNUAL DINNER.

The following
Dinner:—

were

present

at

the

E. C. Ainge, Lieut. B. A. Airy, G. H. Austin, Major
General Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, L/Cpl. W. Bailey,
A. W. Bailer, Capt. J. Barton, L. W. Barber, J. Beall,
Colonel M. Beevor, MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell,
Lieut. P. T. G: Lynden Bell, E. A. Beilby, T. J. Birrell,
Capt. W. R. Birrell, H. J. Blackwell, Capt. G. E. Boon,
W. Bolton, Lieut. W. Botley, Lieut. G. C. M. Brown,
R. Brudenell, E. P. C. Bruce, D. Bush, J. J. Butler,
W. Burton, Capt. E. Carter, W. H. Clarke, A. Clay,
P. W. Clay, D. C. Coates, M. Coley, Capt. T. Cook,
J. Cooper, C.S.M. B. Couchman, C. Crane, Lieut. P. G.
Crozier, W. I. J. Dampier, Lieut. P. Dare, Capt. B.
Hammond Davies, Sgt. Denny, Capt. S. B. Donald,
Colonel P. Mainwaring Dunstan, Cpl. J. S. Durham,
W. Elvey, P. Emmerson, Capt. J. Enright, J.
Everett, Colonel H. Pindlay, Sgt. H. G. Preeman,
Lieut. E. P. Hall, C. Haggard, Captain G. P.
Hamilton, D. A. Hammond, T. F. Harrington, C. P.
Heath, A. Hewitt, Bandmaster Hewitt, Major
G. T. D. Hickman, Lieut. N. E. Hoare, W. H. Hooper,
Major J. V. R. Jackson, A. E. Jarvis, C.S.M. W. G.
Jones, C.S.M. H. A. Jones, Captain T. H. Keeler,
Captain T. H. Keble, C. Kember, Lieut. J. E. King,
Lieut. W. D. Knatchbull, Lieut. C. R. B. Knight, J.
Langehorne, Major G. Lee, A. Lilley, Lieut. D. S.
Lister, Brig.General R. McDouall, Captain S. J. P.
Maiden, H. A. Martin, H. W. Maxted, Capt. H. de R.
Morgan, Capt. P. C. Nash, J. Nicholls, Major E.
Norman, H. Norris, Lieut. P. W. B. Parry, J. Phillips,
W. J, Phillips, H. W. Port, Captain N. D. Rice, Lieut.
H. P. P. Robertson, L. T. Rye, Major Hon. P. G.
Scarlett, D. Sheppard, Captain E. Smith, H. E. Smith,
H. Standford, W. J. Stanger, Captain Stone, R. Stringer,
Lieut. H. P. G. de A. Symonds, Lieut. A. P. St. A.
Turner, R.S.M. P. Verlander, H. Ware, A. E. Warren,
G. Warren, P. Walters, T. Wheatley.
PROM THE 2ND BATTALION.
Sgt. Adams, Drm. Atkinson, Pte. Atkins, C.Q.M.S.
Austin, Sgt. Bigg, L/Cpl. Barling, Pte. Baker, C.Q.M.S.
Bridgeland, L/Cpl. Bentling, Pte. Blissett, Pte. Butler,
Pte. Blencowe, Pte. Bowyer, Pte. Cherry, L/Cpl. Coade,
Pte. Cowell, Sgt. Cox, Pte. Cox, Sgt. Dowse, Cpl. Faff,
Sgt. Goodwin, Pte. Gosling, L/Cpl. Handcombe, Cpl.
Knight, Pte. Lavender, Pte. Mcintosh, Pte. Mantell,
Bdm. Manning, Sgt. McWalter, Sgt. Norwood, Cpl.
Nash, Pte. Parsons, Pte. Packer, Pte. Richardson,
Pte. Rose, R.Q.M.S. Ricketts, Pte. Smith, Cpl. Stock
win, Sgt. Shorter, C.S.M. Simons, Pte. Snell, C.Q.M,S.
Smith, Sgt. Smith, Pte. C. Smith, Pte. J. Smith, L/Sgt.
Trice, Q.M.S. Tweed, Pte. Toms, <LS:M. Tong, Cpl.
Towers, L/Cpl. Thompson, L/Cpl. Townsend, Pte.
Tullach, C.Q.M.S. Taylor, Pte. Tovey, Pte. Uppindell,
R.S.M. Vaughan, L/Cpl. Vincig, Cpl. Wilkins, Pte.
Woodhatch, Pte. Warren, Pte. Woolf, Pte. Wooley.
PROM THE DEPOT.
Pte. Ashton, Pte. Brooks, L/Sgt. Bromley, L/Cpl.
Clinker, Sgt. Daisley, Pte. Deplock, Sgt. Emery, L/Cpl.
Pry, Pte. Goodsell, R.Q.M.S; Ings, L/Cpl. Kemp, Pte.
Little, Pte. Owen, R.S.M. Potter, Pte. Parbury, Cpl.
Richardson, L/Cpl. Watts.

The following Toasts were proposed :—
By General Sir. Arthur Lynden Bell (who
was in the Chair) :—
The King.
The Pa,st and Present Association, coupled
with the name of General Sir Arthur
Paget,

By General Sir Guy Bainbridge:—
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, coupled
with the name of General Sir Henry
Pellatt.
General Bainbridge, in proposing the
Toast of the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada,
referred to the recent visit of the Detach
ment to Toronto and to the unbounded
hospitality accorded to the party.
Sir Guy asked Sir Henry Pellatt to accept
a silver Dragon Cigar Lighter, for transmission
to the Queen's Own, as a memento of this
visit. The Band having played the " Maple
Leaf," the toast was drunk with acclamation.
General Sir Henry Pellatt, on rising to
respond, was greeted with prolonged cheers..
Sir Henry said that the first compliment
the Queen's Own had received from The Buffs,
was some sixty years ago, when permission
was given for their Regimental March to be
the Regimental March of The Queen's and
that this was looked upon by them as one of
their greatest assets.
In continuation, Sir Henry referred to the
occasion on which, when the idea of using
Niagara power to establish long transmission
was first considered, an idea with which he
personally had been very closely connected,
he had been able tp arrange with the
authorities for a trial to be made by opening
up communication between the Officers' Mess
of the Queen's and the Officers' Mess of the
1st Battalion The Buffs, then quartered in
Ireland. The result proved to be entirely
satisfactory, as speeches made in one mess
were received by the other within 30 seconds.
The result was considered so astounding that
Sir Henry had been accused of " putting up
the biggest bit of camouflage ever known."
The accuser had, however, been able to satisfy
himself that it was " no bluff " by personally
transmitting a private message to a Buffs
Officer he knew and receiving a reply forth
with. Sir Henry stated that at the time there *
had been some opposition to using Niagara,
as the authorities at home thought that the
diversion of so much water would have the
effect of drying up Niagara River and that
watercarts would be required to lay the dust,
and that the water supply of the States would
be cut off.
Sir Henry then referred to the visit of his
Regiment to Aldershot in 1910 and the.
subsequent alliance of the Queen's Own with
the Buffs.
In referring to the recent visit of the Buffs
Detachment to Canada he stated that the
compliment had been very fully appreciated
and that it would not have been possible to
have sent a nicer lot of fellows and that
Captain Morgan had proved himself an ideal
man for the job.

THE DRAGON
On behalf of the Queen's Own he thanked
all Buffs for the Dragon Cigar lighter now
presented and knew that it would always be
seen on their Mess table.
Sir Henry also referred to the silver salver
given hint in Toronto which was hanging in
his own sanctum in Canada.
In continuation Sir Henry stated he would
like to make a few remarks about Canada.
Since his arrival in this country ten days
ago he had been reading a good deal; he had
read most of the English papers, including
The Times and these papers of course, knew
all about Canada! The reported danger of
the annexation of Canada by the States was
" all rot there was *' nothing in it." Canada
was loyal to the core; every province,
I think, demonstrated this in the late War
and if again help was wanted Canada would
still be there.
There were no more loyal subjects than the
FrenchCanadians. The only reason why the
French language was so largely used in parts
of Canada was that until comparatively
recently there were no schools, and con
sequently the children were educated by the
French Nuns in the Convents with the result
that they are today FrenchCanadian enough
to know when they are well off.
The United States are about twelve times
the size of Canada.
Great Britain gave Canada a free hand,
helped with good advice and gave protection
not only with her Armies, but also with
that Wall of Defence, the British Navy ; why
should they therefore not wish to remain
Canadian ? Why rush to join another nation
and so lose their own identity? Canadians
are content as they are.
In conclusion Sir Henry stated be
considered himself most fortunate in meeting
so large a contingent of serving and past Buffs
and expressed his sincere thanks for having
been invited to dine with them.
Major-General Sir Arthur Lynden-Bell
proposed the toast of the Past and Present
Association.
Having read apologies for nonattendance
from Col. Vyvyan, Major Foster, Major
Howard Smith and the Ashford Branch of
the Association and a telegram from the 1st
Battalion saying that 272 members were dining
and sent best wishes, to which a hearty return
greetings was sent, said:
"My first; duty tonight, and a very
pleasant one, is to thank our Committee for
all the work they have done for us during the
p$st year. When I had to propose the toast
of the Past and Present Association twelve
months ago I expressed to General Bainbridge
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and his colleagues our best wishes for a
successful year of office, and I think we can
say without doubt that our wishes have been
fully realised. Our Committee, not forgetting
our ever energetic Secretary, Colonel Fintilay,
have worked hard in our interests and we are
very grateful to them.
I am very sorry to think the Committee
is losing two of its most valued members,
Colonel Kennedy and Colonel Trevor. Colonel
Kennedy has only been three and a half years
in the Regiment, but he has done immense
service to the Buffs and I should like to tell
him, on your behalf, that we shall miss him
very much and that we shall look forward
eagerly to his return from India, when he will
be assured of a very hearty welcome. Colonel
Trevor knows the Regiment as very few know
it and I am sure his intimate knowledge of
regimental affairs and his sound advice will be
much missed by the Committee. I hope,
however, that before long he may join the
Committee again.
Speaking as one of the old Brigade,
I cannot help feeling very proud when I think
of the ^ splendid way in which the present
generation of Buffs is keeping up the traditions
of the Regiment. I know it is the custom in
most walks of life for the older generation to
say " We did things much better in our days."
I am sure this is not the feeling of old Buffs.
Personally I take off my hat to the present
generation of Buffs and I say " Well done."
The 1st Battalion has done magnificently
at Gibraltar. Not only have they carried all
before them in the realm of sport, but they
have made themselves exceedingly popular
and I have it on the highest authority that
when they leave Gibraltar they will be sadly
missed. I am very glad they are going to
Bareilly, which is one of the best stations in
India. Some of us in this room know Bareilly
well for we were there with the 1st Battalion
just 39 years ago. I can only hope that the
Battalion will have as good a time as we had.
There is one sad thing connected with the
departure of the 1st Battalion from Gibraltar
and that is that Colonel Power will not
accompany the Battalion to India. I think
I can claim to know Colonel Power as well as
any one in the Regiment and I can say
without exaggeration that he has devoted his
life to the Regiment and I like to think that
the last year of his service in the Regiment is
connected with that historic event—the visit
of a deputation of the Regiment to Albuhera—
a visit which was arranged entirely owing to
the energy and initative of Colonel Power
himself.
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The 2nd Battalion has had a most
successful time at that bleak sport, Portlan ,
and I know on the highest authority that
they established a very high reputation in the
Southern Command. Without
gracious, however, to the Southern Command,
I must say I am very glad that they
have come to Aldershot because it is nearer
home. Whatever the Battalion may think
of Aldershot now, I am quite sure they will be
happy there and that they will have a
successful time. There have been some
important changes in the Battalion recently.
I have already referred to the great loss the
Battalion has suffered owing to the departure
of Colonel Kennedy. Captain Corney has
gone to the Depot and has been succeeded by
Mr. Dare to whom I should like to offer our
heartiest congratulations on his well deserved
promotion; Mr. Dare's place has been taken
by R.S.M. Vaughan, to whom I would extend
a very cordial welcome. He was a very great
success in the Coldstream Guards and I am
sure he will be an equal success in The Buffs.
Our 4th Battalion has done more than its bit
in maintaining the Regiment's traditions. I
happen to know a good deal about them as
I am Chairman of the Kent T.A. Recruiting
Committee. Everyone is agreed that they are
a very fine Battalion but, apart from this,
they have during the past year, achieved a
very remarkable distinction. They are the
only Battalion in Kent to reach their full
establishment. I congratulate Colonel Burns
on his numbers, but more particularly in the
fact that be has got the right stamp of men
in his Battalion; in other words, men who
have joined up because they think it their duty
to do so and not because they expect to get
something out of it. Colonel Burns and his
officers have worked hard, but I am sure they
will be the first to acknowledge the great debt
they owe to General ftfcDouall and others who
have gone round the'Various villages in the
4th Battalion area and got to know everyone.
"I cannot help thinking that something
might be done as regards recruiting for the
2nd Battalion on the same lines as is being
done in the 4th Battalion. You will no doubt
have seen what our Committee say in their
Report as regards the necessity for getting
more Recruits from Kent. This does not
mean that the Regiment is not very proud
of the many splendid Buffs who come from
other parts of the country than Kent, but it is
of great importance, if the Regiment is to
preserve its County character, that we should
get a proper proportion of Kent recruits. Of
course it is fully reahsed that the .fact that the
2nd Battalion has been stationed at Portland

for the past four years, has interfered with the
recruiting of lads from Kent, but now that the
Battalion is at Aldershot things will be different,
and I hope everyone will assist in this
important matter of getting the proper
proportion of Kent lads into the Regiment.
I am delighted to see the old Brigade so.
strongly represented tonight. The faces one
sees round one bring back many happy mem
ories. I miss, however, very much the face of
the oldest Buff alive—Colonel Kelly. He
has, as you know, recently sustained a
very grievous loss. I propose to write to him
and say how much we missed him tonight and
how eagerly we hope for his presence here
next year.
I cannot sit down without endorsing every
word of General Bainbridge's greeting to Sir
Henry Pellatt, whom it is a real delight to
have with us tonight. I know Sir Henry will
taVp back with him our warmest greetings to
our comrades of the Queen's Own Rifles
of Canada. I now give you the toast of The
Past and Present Association," coupled with
the name of Sir Arthur Paget, concerning
whose health I am glad to say we have more
satisfactory news."

 . i v,:  .
It seemed the unanimous opinion that the
Reunion had been a very great success and
all thought that the attendance of the 2nd
Battalion Band and Colours added con
siderably to it.
General Paget sent a large consignment of
cigars which were very much appreciated.

M

INUTES of the 61st Meeting ofthe Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on Thursday,
October 7th, at 10.30 a.m. (1926).

'

Present:—

MajorGeneral Sir E. G. X. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,

(in the chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., (Secretary).
Majors P. W. Tomlinson and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O., (representing 2nd
Battalion).
.
F. G. Crozier, Esq., (representing 1st Battalion).

Regimental Committee.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
passed and signed by the Chairman.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—It was
decided that, with the sanction of the Officer
f^VViatidine The Depot, the accounts of the
Canterbury Cricket Week Club should, as heretofore,
be audited by the Depot Quarterly Board.
FOR
ROYAL
CAMBRIDGE
HOME
SOLDIERS
A vacancy having occurred owing to
the death of Mrs. Gibson, it was decided that the same
should be filled by Mrs. Draper, widow of the late
ColourSergeant Draper.
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Le Verguier.

Past and Present Association.
T^AJNINGR FOR EMPLOYMENT IN CIVIL LIFE.—With
referenceLtothe. proposal to establish at the Depot a
!School 'of Instruction in motor driving and mechanism,
tHe Secretary was instructed to obtain estimates
regarding the cost  of a suitable vehicle and also
to ascertain what arrangements could be made/or the
training of a selected man from the Depot to'act as
an instructor.
Secondly it was decided that Officers Commanding
the 1st and 2nd Battalions should be asked for their
views of the scheme and if they considered it
practicable for a few men to be attached to the Depot
from their Battalions for training for a short period
immediately prior to their transfer to the Reserve.
AREA REPRESENTATIVES.—(A) The Secretary was
instructed to ascertain from Area Representatives, in
large Areas, their views as to the advisability of
appointing Assistant Area Representatives to be
selected from "other ranks" living in their districts.
(b) The Secretary was also instructed to ascertain
from Colonel Trevor whether in the event of the above
scheme materializing he would be prepared to with
draw his resignation as Area Representative of
Folkestone which had been received by the Committee,
in the event of Colonel Trevor not being able to see his
way to doing so, for . him to be asked to forward the
name of a suitable officer to take over the appointment.
(c) It was decided that Mr. R, M. Bourne should be
invited to be Area Representative for the Sandwich
Area.
NEXT COMIVHTTEE MEETING.—It was decided that
the next Meeting should be held at Canterbury on
November 4th, 1926, at 5 p.m.
NEW MEMBERS.
The following new members have joined the
Association for the period 18/9/26 to 18/10/26 :—

Mr. H. J. Crouch, Mr. W. Shilling/Mr. A. Pope, Mr. J. B. Pope,
Mr. W. H. Francis, L/c. S. Chambers, 6282587 Mr. A. Blackford,
Mr. E. A, Beeching, Mr. F. E. Fagg, 2216824 Pte. C. Brinton, 6283125
Pte. C. Chipp-Smith, 2211979 Pte. W. Crouch, 6515701 Pte. W. Flegg,
6283133 Pte. A. French, 6283123 Pte. C. Gilding, 758641 Pte. S. GisbyHolmes, 6283135 Pte. F. Harrington, 2216005 Pte. H. Heath, 6283121
Pte. E. Hobbs, 759388 Pte. H. Lott, 6283132 Pte. V. Mitchell, 6283120
Pte. E. Pooley, 760972 Pte. W. Moore, 6283122 Pte. R. Pollard, 6283192
Pte. E Sharpe, 6283131 Pte. H. Smith, 6283130 Pte. E. Spears,
6283118 Pte. R. Taylor, 22166836 Pte. R. Tranter, 6283126 Pte. Y.
Warburton, 6283134 Pte. E. Ward.

Life Members.

R.S.M. C. Vaughan, Mr. W. H. Holmes.

DONATIONS.
The following donations have been received during
the period 18/9/26 to 18/10/26
A. F. St. A. Turner
Cpl. Letts
R. Brudenell, Esq.
H. Standford, Esq.
W. Elvey, Esq. ...

£ s. d.

l o o

0 0 4
0 4 0
0 1 6

0 2 6

DISBURSEMENTS.
The following disbursements have been made from
the Benevolent Fund for the period 18/9/26 to 18/10/26.
1926.
Sept. 21.
24.
29.
Oct.
1.
1.
1.
2.
4.
4.
5.
14.
14.
14.
16.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant to phy rent
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant

£ s» d.

1 5 0
0 15

o

2 0 0

1 7 4

1 0 0

2 0 0

2 0 0
1 10 0

1 0 0

3 0 0
3 0 0
0 13 0
2

0

0

10 0

In addition to the above, the sum of £58 5s. Od.
has. been disbursed in pensions for the period ending
31st December, 1926.

L

E Verguier witnessedon Sundaysdramatic and
memorable ceremonies. The  inauguration of
a Memorial to the Dead of the village coincided with
the giving to the municipality by the Old; Comrades
Association of the 24th British Division of a clock and
two bells to the hew Church.
*
V
This double patriotic. manifestation, which took
place before a very large ahd distinguished crowd
amongst whom were exsoldiers of jthe glorious British
24th Division as well as some French exsoldiers,
brought to our memories the gallant deeds of the
English and French soldiers fighting together, side by
side, for the Freedom of our countries. As Mr. Severin,
the Mayor of Verguier said : it was an effective demon
stration of The Entente Cordfale.
/
Amongst numerous people who came to Le Verguier
were noticed MajdrGeneral Sir John E. Capper,
President of the Old Comrades Association of the 24th
Division, Colonel Winston Dugan, Major Limaset, of
the 101st French Artillery, the Prefect of the Aishe,
Mr. Roussel and Mr. Desjardins, respectively Senator
and Member of Parliament for the district, the. Mayor
of Le Verguier and the Municipal Council, the Secretary
of the Union of French exsoldiers and the Cure of Le
c7
Verguier.
^
In the morning the Abbe Lemoine celebrated
Mass for the people of Le Verguier who were; killed in
the War and then blessed the Monument. At the same
time a religious service took place to the Memory ,of the
British Soldiers who fell in the defence of Le Verguier.
In the afternoon the unveiling of the French
Monument to the Fallen as well as that to the
British took place. Mr. Colleau, the Secretary of; the
Union of French exSoldiers, then went to the Monu
ment and presented a Colour to the exSoldiers of Le
Verguier. The crowd then assembled beside the town
hall. Members of the 24th Division, some in uniform
and some in mufti, but all wearing numerous
decorations, were lined up in front of the crowd, side
by side with the French exsoldiers. Mr. Severin, the
Mayor, was the first to speak from the balcony of the
Town Hall; He described the trials endured by the
inhabitants of Le Verguier during the War and then
its recovery since 1918. Mr. Colleau, the Secretary of
the tffiion of French exsoldiers then spoke. He said
that'the Union of French exsoldiers wdttld never forget
the help of theEnglish atthe beginning of the war.
Major Lemaset eulogized the feats of the 24th British
Division and Mr. Desjardins, Member of Parliament,
spoke a few words in English to the numerous British
who were in front of the Town Hall. MajorGeneral
Sir John Capper then spoke. He expressed the hope
that the friendship of the French and English, whidh
was fortified by their common struggle °in the war,
would always continue. The British ChapMfc  then
said a short prayer and the General a d d e d "  I
Present to the village this clock and these bells, which
will be monuments to the hard fights heroically fought
by the 24th Division in this district. Let the fBells
ring for peace and joy." The bells were then* rung,
whilst the English National Anthem was played by two
Village Bands.

A few minutes afterwards the President of. the Local
Union of exSoldiers read out the names of the*villagers
killed in the war. The village children carried' out a
choral programme. The Last Post was then sounded
by an English Bugler. Shortly afterwards, General
Capper entertained a number of guests, while Lady
Capper distributed sweets to the school children and
finally a concert was held in front of the Town Hall.

(Extract from Le Guetteur de L' Aisne).
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Matters of Interest.
WEST INDIA REGIMENT TO BE DISBANDED.
It is announced in Army Orders that the King has
approved, with Regret, the disbandment of the Corps
of the West India Regiment.
Officers will return to Great Britain as soon as they
can be spared and Mil then be posted to their British
regiments to be absorbed in the establishment of these
Regiments at the first opportunity.
British soldiers of the disbanded Regiment, who
are discharged prior to the termination of their engage
ments, will be granted compensation in addition to the
pension for which they may be eligible.
Native personnel will get 28 days' leave with full
pay and ration allowance, the deferred pay earned up
to the date of compulsory discharge, a gratuity in
respect of unexpired colour service, and pay and
allowances for a certain period after discharge
calculated, in each case, on the amount of unexpired
colour service. A native soldier serving in the reserve
will receive a gratuity of 16/8 for each complete year or
part of a year of unexpired reserve service at the date
of discharge.
CHRISTMAS MAILS FOR ABROAD.
Latest Dates of Dispatch.
With the injunction "post in good time" the
G.P.O. issue a table on Christmas mails for abroad,
showing the latest dates of dispatch from London, but
not Lhe. dates of posting. For the latest dates and times
of posting, inquiry should be made at local post offices.
In the following table, M. against a date shows that
the mail is made up in the morning ; E. evening.
The parcel dispatches are in the morning in all cases :—

Destination.

Letters.

'

Parcels.

Aden
E., Dec. 9
...
... Dec. 1
Australia (Fre
West only
Nov. 11
mantle & Perth
S. Victoria
only)
... E.„ Nov. 25
and New
Other parts
E., Nov. 18
Sth Wales
only ... Nov. 3
.
Other parts Oct. 28
Canada—
En. Provinces E., Dec. 14
...
... Dec. 2
Wn. Provinces E., Dec. 10
...
... Nov. 26
Ceylon ...
... E., Dec. 2
...
... Nov. 17
East Africa
... E, Nov. 23
...
... Nov. 10
Egypt ...
... P., Dec. 16
...
... Dec. 1
Gibraltar
... M., Dec. 19
...
... Dec. 15
Gold Coast
... E., Dec. >1
...
... Nov. 29
Hongkong
... E., Nov. 25
...
... Nov. 3
India
Bombay only
E, Dec. 9 Bombay onlyNov. 24
Other parts ... E., Dec. 2 Other parts Nov. 17
Iraq
...
... E., Nov. 25
...
... Nov. 10
Iraq (Overland or
Air Mail)
... E., Dec. 9
Dec. 1
Jamaica
... E., Dec. 7
Nov. 29
Malta
E., Dec. 18
Early Dec.
Nigeria—
Lagos only ... E., Dec. 7
Nov. 29
Other parts ... E., Nov. 30
Palestine
... E., Dec. 16
Nov. 24
Sierra Leone ... E., Dec. 7
...
... Dec. 6
South Africa ... M., Dec. 3 Cape Town
only ... Nov. 25
Other parts Nov. 18
Straits SettlementsE., Nov. 25
...
... Nov. 3
United States—
Eastern States E., Dec. 14
...
... Dec. 10
Western States E., Dec. 10
...
... Dec. 3

GILL MEMORIAL.
The UnderSecretary of State, The War Office,
announces that a limited number of boys may be
nominated by the Army Council for admission to a
competitive examination for one Gill Memorial Scholar
ship and a limited number of Gill Memorial Exhibitions,
which will be held at Brighton College on the 7th and
8th June, 1927.
The annual value of a Gill Memorial Scholarship
is not less than £81 and that of a Gill Memorial
Exhibition is £60. They are tenable for three years
at Brighton College (the period may be extended to
four years on the recommendation of the Headmaster).
The total dues payable for a Gill Memorial Scholar
amount to not more than £76 10s. a year.
To be eligible for nomination by the Army Council
a candidate must be :—
(a) Under 14£ years of age on the 1st June, 1927, and
(b) The son of an officer of the Regular Army
(serving or retired), or in default of qualified
candidates being available, the son of an officer
of the Special Reserve or Territorial Force.
The successful candidates for the Scholarship or
Exhibitions will enter Brighton College at the
termination of the summer vacation.
Applications for nomination by the Army Council
should reach the UnderSecretary of State, The War
Office, London, S.W. 1., not later than 1st April, 1927
(accompanied by birth certificates and certificates of
conduct covering the last two years).
Full particulars regarding the examination and
copies of former papers set, can be obtained on
application to the Headmaster, Brighton College.
WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.
During August, 128 soldiers completed their courses
of vocational training at Hounslow and Catterick and
were discharged from the Army on the termination of
their Colour Service. Of this number, 98 obtained
immediate employment in civil life, some going to
bricklaying, carpentry, painting and decorating, and
others to motor and electrical work, general farming,
market gardening and other forms of employment.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J oumals :—
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" Artists Rifles' Journal."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" The Gunner."
" The Chronicle of the Duke of York's Royal
1
Military School."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Ypres Times."
" British Legion."
" On The March."
" The Fighting Forces."
" The Snapper."
" The St. George's Gazette."
" Journal of the Society of Army Historical
Research."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Oak Tree."
" The Sapper."
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" The Lilly whites' Gazette."
" The Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
" The Blast."
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THE MARCH INTO BAVARIA, 1704.

URING the winter 17031704 the outlook
for the Allies was gloomy. Marl
borough, fettered by the Dutch field deputies
and frequently baulked of success by gross
indiscipline on the part of his subordinates,
had been able to accomplish much less than
he had hoped. On the other hand the French
had succeeded in winning over to their side
the Elector of Bavaria, and had gained some
successes in Germany.
Louis XIV.'s plan
for the 1704 campaign,
which was foreseen by
Marlborough, was to
follow up the previous
j^ear's success in Ger
many and for Marshal
Tallard with 45,000 men
from the vicinity of
Strasbourg to cross the
Rhine, push through the
Black Forest and join
the Elector of Bavaria
in the neighbourhood
of Ulm. The Elector
had an army of 45,000
French and Bavarians
in this localit}^, and the
combined forces would
then be favourably sit
uated for an advance on
Vienna, the only Allied
troops opposing them
being a weak Imperial
force under Prince Louis
of Baden, a general of
mediocre ability.
At
the same time, another
French army under
Marshal Villeroy was to
hold the Low Countries
John, Duke of
in check.
Marlborough's plan to counter this scheme
was to carry the war right into the heart of
Germany with the British and certain auxiliary
troops in the pay of the Dutch, leaving the
Dutch themselves to look after the Low
Countries. Marlborough
had
previously
consulted Prince Eugene of Savoy, the only
able general whom the Imperialists possessed
and he was entirely in favour of the project.
Between Eugene and Marlborough there
sprang up a warm and close friendship and
their loyal cooperation could not have been

bettered. Eugene was a remarkable man.
Originally destined for the Church, he changed
his mind and, at the age of 20, offered his
sword to Louis XIV. of France. Fortunately
his offer was refused. He then turned to the
Imperial Court, and after ten years of
successful service against the Hungarians and
Turks, found himself a field marshal at the age
of 30. He was now 40, and the campaigns
in which he was about to collaborate with
Marlborough were des
tined to enhance his
fame to such an extent
that he can be described
as the greatest general
who has ever served
Austria.
The plan Marl
borough had conceived
was bold. It entailed
cutting his army adrift
from his base in Flanders
and undertaking a march
of nearly three hundred
miles with powerful
hostile forces on his
right flank and another
hostile army near his
destination. On the
other hand,there was the
advantage that, away
from Flanders, he would
be rid of the obstruct
ion of the Dutch field
deputies and instead of
having stupid, quarrel
some and at times
disloyal subordinates to
deal with, there was the
prospect of cooperation
with a general whose
Marlborongh.
loyalty and capacity
were well known.
The Blenheim campaign is one of the
brightest pages in the military history of our
country and during its course Marlborough
shewed himself to be a strategist, an adminis
trator and a tactician of the highest order.
He became recognized as the foremost general
of his time and it may perhaps still be claimed
for him that he is the greatest military genius
Britain has produced. In addition he was
a man of great human sympathy who cared
for his troops and was beloved by them;
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throughout the army he was known as" be attacked by the French under Marshal
" Corporal John,"
]
Tallard. Marlborough's march took him
There is, perhaps, an inclination to consider towards Prince Louis, and he was confident
Blenheim an entirely British victory and to that the French under Villeroy were much
forget to pay the Imperialists under Eugene,
more concerned to watch him than they were
and the other allied contingents engaged, to attaqk. the. Dutch. Accordingly he
their due need of praise. Marlborough was reassured Oveirkirk and continued his march,
always generous in their praise, and although
The Allied trOOpSwefel dkqctedr on Coblenfe
he was the leading spirit of the whole atthe confluence of the Rhine and Moselle,
campaign, it will not be out of place to recall and the mounted; troops;; reached this place
that the British contingent, although it always
on 26th May. $ofar things kad /urned^ont
fought magnificently and earned the highest
just as the French had expected. The whole
praises from friends and foes alike, sustained
of Marlborough's force was now close to the
less than a fifth of the total Allied casualties
River Moselle and it was expected that they
at Blenheim and about a quarter of those at ; would shortly commence operations in a
Schellenberg.
> southwesterly direction into France. Marl
For the success of Marlborough's plan, ; borough encouraged the French in their bdief,^
secrecy and rapidity were essential. It was a belief which was commonly held throughout
comparatively easy to ensure secrecy as he
his own army. On 27th May the march was
was virtually a dictator in England, and it continued, but instead of striking southwest,
was not necessary to obtain the permission of
to their almost universal astonishment, the
the home Government. He possessed the army crossed the Moselle, passed through
entire confidence of his sovereign, who was Coblentz and over to the east bank of the
also very much under the influence of the
Rhine. Shortly after this, the Prussian and
Duchess of Marlborough—the famous Sarah,
Hanoverian troops in British pay joined the
In these respects Marlborough was in a
column and the artillery and supply column
singularly favourable position and as a result
were sent on ahead to allow them to traverse
was able to keep the plan a close secret
the difficult country which lay immediately
between Prince Eugene, whom he had not yet
to the front. The marcfi was continued to
met and one or two others hecould implicitly trust. Mainz, reached on 29th May, and the army
To further his designs without disclosing crossed the River Neckar near Heidelberg on
his real object, he proposed that the campaign 8th June. The troops, especially the artillery,
should be opened by operations against France
had at times experienced considerable
on the Moselle (some 200 miles away from the
difficulty. The roads were frequently ex
scene of operations he really had in mind), by ecrable and the weather inclement. However,
the British troops and part of the auxiliaries at Heidelberg, another instance of Marl
in Dutch pay, leaving the Dutch, as has been
borough's care and forethought for his men,
mentioned, to look after the Netherlands.
there was a large supply of shoes awaiting the
After raising considerable difficulties, the army. Throughout the march the troops had
Dutch at last agreed and, early in May, 1704,
been kept well supplied with provisions, the
Marlborough was able to make his final
inhabitants were friendly, and Marlborough
preparations.
insisted that everything obtained from them
LieutenantGeneral
Charles
Churchill, should be honestly paid for, and ensured that
Marlborough's brother iand Colonel of the
be in a position to do
Buffs, was promoted general and placed in so by taking steps to issue them with their
command of the British contingent. The pay. The inhabitants were astounded, as
British contingent commenced to move out of
they had never previously received such
their winter quarters at the end of April and,
treatment from friend or foe in war. The
on 6th May, were inspected by Marlborough country was new to the British and all ranks
at Hertogenbusch, well inside the borders of
were in high fettle at escaping from Flanders.
Holland. On 8th May, under General
The troops generally marched for three or
Churchill, they set out on their long march four consecutive days and then rested a day.
and crossed the River Maas, or Meuse, on 17th
The starting time was about 3 a.m. and the
May. Marlborough reviewed the Allied con
usual distance marched was 12 to 14 miles,
tingent on 19th May and the march was the camping ground for the day being reached
resumed on the 20th. On the 21st
about 9 a.m., so that the heat of the day was
Marlborough
received
urgent
messages avoided. Commissaries were sent on ahead
requesting his assistance : firstly from Over of the troops to collect supplies and, on arrival
kirk, commanding the Dutch Army in
in camp, everything was ready to hand. It is
Flanders, to the effect that Marshal Villeroy
recorded that at one period there was ^ first
was moving against them ; and secondly from
scarcity of beer^ but plenty of wine. In
Prince Louis of Baden saying he expected 16
fact, the administrative arrangements ana
officers and

men should
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staff work appear to have been well nigh
perfect. The fruit of this, his care and fore
thought, was the excellent condition, both
physical and moral, in which the army was
found to be at the conclusion of its long march.
It is interesting to note that , the 1st
(Grenadier) Guards and Churchill's Regiment
(The Buffs) were especially appointed to share
the duties at headquarters throughout the opera
tion until just before the battle of Schellenberg.
The direction taken by Marlborough's force
had completely, mystified the French up to
the time it reached Heidelberg. First of all
they believed that operations on the Moselle
were intended; then that his plan was to
invade Alsace. However, after leaving Laden
berg, near Heidelberg, on 6th June, the
direction taken shewed the French that
Marlborough was not contemplating an
invasion of France, and rendered further
concealment of his intentions impossible. By
this time MarlbQrough had outwitted the
French and gained a sufficient start. The
cavalry crossed the Neckar again, some 40 to
50 miles upstream, on 9th J une, and the next
day Marlborough and Eugene met for the first
time. From 11th to 14th June the cavalry
halted and allowed the remainder of the army
to close up. Marlborough and Eugene
conferred and elaborated their plans for the
forthcoming campaign. Prince Louis of
Baden joined them on 13th June. Marl
borough and Eugene wished to work together,
but Prince Louis objected and insisted on
accompanying Marlborough with his force,
and laid, claim to the supreme command' by
virtue of his rank and seniority. After
considerable difficulty, a compromise was
effected ; Etigehe was to command a detached
force on the Rhine and Marlborough and
Prince Louis were to share the command of
the main army, each commanding on alternate
days, a somewhat curious arrangement,
The march was continued, and on 21st
June, near Urspring, some 20 miles from the
Danube, the auxiliary troops of Lunenburg,
Hanover and Hesse joined the Army, and on
the 22nd a junction was effected with Prince
Louis' army. The British infantry and
artillery under Churchill had very trying
marches to contend with at this period. The
country was mountainous and in places the
troops were only able to advance in single
file, and the artillery had to be sent by
a circuitous route. However, on 27th June,
the march came to an end, and Churchill's
force joined Marlborough and Prince Louis at
Giengen, close to the Danube. Six miles
away lay the hostile' army of the Elector of
Bavaria. Marlborough had brought his army
to its destination and had successfully effected
a junction with Prince Louis and the auxiliary
contingentswithouthindrancefromtheenemy.
J.F.W.A.

Col. William Cromwell (alias Williams)
t

AND 

the Holland Regiment, or Buffs.
Sir,

'

:

Those of your readers who are in the habit of
scanning the Wills and Bequests column in their daily
paper may have noticed, one day in September, the
will of a certain Edward Field (solicitor, of, Warwick
Street, Leamington)—a descendant of Oliver Cromwell.
Many of your readers, too, may be aware that
Cannon, in his Historical Record of the 3rd Foot, gives
John Cromwell as the last colonel before the Holland
Regiment made its appearance on the British establish
ment in 1665. This John Cromwell (according to
Cannon), an ardent royalist, and viewing—as he
would—with horror the actions of his relation Oliver,
was permitted by Charles II. to change his name to
Williams. Cannon, however, does not state that the
change of name, so called, was simply a resuming of
the original surname of the family. About the end of
the 15th century a certain Morgan Williams (son of
William ap Evan) married a sister of Thomas Cromwell,
Earl of Essex, and their three sons all assumed the sur
name and arms of Cromwell. Both Colonel Cromwell
and Oliver were descendants of this couple.
A more difficult matter is Cannon's ascribing the
christian name John to Colonel Cromwell, whereas
Captain H. R. Knight, in his Historical Records of the
Buffs gives a list of the officers who were serving at the
beginning of 1665 in which occurs the name " William
Cromwell (alias Williams)." This discrepancy has
always puzzled me and (on reading Mr. Field's will)
I wrote on the subject to his son and have received
from his nephew, (Mr. Mark Field), the following
information which seems to show that Captain Knight
was, as usual, correct and Cannon, for once, at fault.
There was, in fact, no near relation of Oliver's called
J ohn and no J ohn Cromwell of that date who
was allowed to change (sic) his surname to Williams;
on the other hand there was an Hon. Colonel William
Cromwell in 1658, described in Cromwelliana as an
" old lowcountry soldier " and a few pages later in
the same book occurs this passage :
"
we can
" teU you that his Majesty hath given leave unto Henry
" Williams alias, Cromwell of Ramsey in the County of
" Huntingdon Esq. to leave out the alias Cromwell.
"It is therefore desired you would take notice that
" this Mr. Heniy Williams is grandchild to Sir Oliver
" Williams and son to Col. Williams a Commander in

" his late Majesty's Army, to whom only (with his
" family) this favor is granted. And (to deal clearly)

" in those black days of the Protectorate this gentle
" man was not only civil to all, but made it his
" endeavour to assist and relieve all honest and loyal
" persons. It is his due and twere base to deny it."
Now Cannon distinctly says that Colonel (John)
Cromwell was given leave to change his name to
Williams ; Cromwelliana states that the permission to
"leave out the alias Cromwell" was only granted to
Colonel Williams a Commander in his late Majesty's
Army and to his family ; the. pedigree shows no John
Cromwell living at that time; and finally
Captain
H. R. Knight shows William Cromwell (alias Williams)
serving in 1665.
It would appear, therefore, that the only way of
reconciling these statements is to assume that Cannon
made a mistake in giving Colonel Cromwell the
christian name John, instead of William.
I must apologise for taking up so much of your
space, but the matter seems to me to be of interest,
seeing that Colonel William Cromwell was the last of
the line of soldiers, hea4ed by . Thomas Morgan, who
were associated with pur: early history, prior to 1665.
I am, Sir,
94 Piccadilly,
Yours faithfully,
W. 1.
F. W. TOMLINSON, Major.
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Round and About.
AUTUMN.

The willow tree outside my window is
at last shedding its leaves and any
pretence I may have been hugging that winter is far
off is rudely shattered as that loathsome west wind
that poets have sung about, plays in the branches.
Incidentally a willow tree in a small front garden in
Lopdon is something to be proud of. Keats, who lived
a mw streets away from my house, had a mulberry tree
in his garden and tradition has it that the Ode to a
nightingale was written beneath it. But that was
before the great boon of petrol was conferred on the
human race.


*



*

October has been very cold andthe
yearly question of how to keep warm
exercises the mind. Putting aside
such insidious aids as spirits and cod liver oil, I think
that reading about the M.C.C. tour in India is about
the best specific. The papers said the other day that
at Karachi the heat was intense during the opening
match of the tour. That is the sort of thing
that warms one up when the coal ration is about a
scuttlefull a week.

FOOTBALL IN
LONDON.

NO, it is not about Chelsea or the
'Spurs or West Ham that I would
write. It is about the hundreds of
little Clubs which flock on Saturday afternoons to the
Parks and open spaces. They have their club colours
and carry marvellously contrived portable goalposts
by tram, tube and bicycle. By three o'clock on
Saturday afternoons the whole Park or Heath is
swarming with brightly arrayed figures, all intent on
kicking or heading the rather heavy and often muddy
ball through the opposite goal. The great thing about
it is that they are playing and getting air into their
lungs instead of sitting and watching it and getting
cigarette smoke into their lungs.

KEEPING
WARM.





*

*

SIGNS OF
PROGRESS.

I went into my stationer's today to
buy the paper upon which these
words are written. While I was
waiting for my change a ladyassistant approached
me and asked me whether I was interested in " Mono
marks." I replied that I was not. I was then given
a few reasons why I should be and my obstinacy
increased as argument was piled on argument. There
can be few persons who do not know what the
Monomark is, so I will not give it a free advertisement
in the columns of The Dragon. What worries me is
why it should be necessary to plaster one's private
belongings with mystic letters when the names that
9^ fias borne since one's christening has served us so
long and well. It is an ingenious idea and no doubt
immensely useful to big business men, but un
fortunately we are not all big business men, or, as I told
the lady who tried to convert me today, business tn^n
at all.
'
.
*

*

*

*

" JUNO AND THE At a suburban theatre I have just
PAYCOCK." seen an excellent company of Irish
players do this extremely interesting
play about Ireland in the days which followed the
signing of the treaty. It is a gloomy play in many
ways—as gloomy as I imagine,life in an Irish tenement
house can be—relieved by touches of comedy and farce.
Those who were stationed in Ireland in pretreaty times
will find much to interest them in the plav
*
*
*

UNINTELLIGENT An irritating feature of suburban
AUDIENCES, theatres is the fatuous behaviour of
audiences. A play like the one above
mentioned is full of tragic moments even when the
farce seems to predominate. The amount of giggling
that went on even when the farce was quite obviously
finished for the moment made one realise why
Americanmade musical plays have such a vogue in
London. Not only wpas the point of many situations
missed, but the true significance of the play seemed
to be understood by about one in ten in the theatre.
To the other nine it was a rollicking good play about
"those awfully humorous Irish."

How to get " The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the

post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
i year <?/, 6 months
y months 2j.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury,

Antiquities.
The Editor, The Dragon.
Dar Sir,
I send the following extract, gleaned from a
collection of such, made about 80 years ago by
a member of my family. I do so of course for the aid
and guidance of those ambitious N.C.O.'s who study
their profession with the laudable view of promotion
to Warrant rank.

Yours sincerely,
R. S. H. MOODY.
Windsor Castle.
GROSES MILITARY ANTIQUITIES.
" A Sergeantmajor is the 3rd principal officer of .
the field ; he ought to participate of all the perfections
that officers of higher authority should have : his place
and office doth somewhat correspond with ye Major
Generall onely his duty is tending to officiate between
the Colonel and the officers of ye regiment: he is to
be learned in all the liberal sciences, he ought to have
both speculative und practike knowledge in all things
belonging to his profession, he must be vejy civil, wise
and discreet in his carriage and actions ; in regard
he is to manage a world of affaires of high consequence
which may serve to the conserving or ruining of the
army. He is duly to attend his Colonel's pleasure
and morning, noon and night he is to watch upon the
MajorGenerall and to receive such orders as are by the
Generall of the army delivered unto him, he is speedily
to certify his Colonel what the orders are and what
the Generall's pleasure is and also with celerity
to execute such things as his Colonel shall give him in
charge ; he is not onely to be a good scholer and witty,
but he must be quick in apprehension and furnisht
with an able memory ; he must also have a paper
book with pen and inke to set down all orders
and commands that he may not erre nor vary one tittle
from what was delivered him in charge; at drum's
beat he is to repair to the Generall's tent and take the
word of the MajorGenerall and orders for that night's
proceedings, then he is to repair to his Colonel's tent
where he is to deliver him the word and to his Lieut.
Colonel with such orders as he has received. The
sergeants take the word from him.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.

Tel. 337.

Mote Mew Address.
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Other Regiments.
No. XXII.

The Norfolk Regiment.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" Havannah,"
" Martinique,
1794,"
" Rolica,"
" Vimiera,"
" Corunna," " Busaco," " Salamanca," " Vittoria,"
" St. Sebastian," " Nive," " Peninsula," " Cabool,
1842," " Moodkee," " Ferozeshah," " Sobraon,"
" Sevastopol," " Kabul, 1879," " Afghanistan,
18721880, Paardeberg, South Africa, 190002.
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Le Cateaux,"
"Marne, 1914," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18/"
" Somme, 1916, '18," " Hindenburg Line," Landing
at Suvla," " Gaza," " Shaiba," " Kut al Amara,
1915, '17."
*

*

*

*

The 9th Regiment was raised in 1685 and, like many
other famous Regiments, had its first
taste of
campaiging in the Irish Wars of King William the
Third. Three years' service in Holland and Belgium
under the Duke of Marlborough followed, and then,
in 1704, the Regiment proceeded to Spain and Portugal,
where it was destined to win lasting fame.
At the Battle of Almanza the Regiment lost 324
officers and men, out of a total strength of 470, when
covering the retreat of the British force—a " most
arduous, hazardous and difficult service" for which
Queen Anne rewarded the Regiment with permission
to wear the figure of Britannia as a badge. Almanza,
fought on the 25th of April, 1707, just after the passage
of the Act of Union by which England and Scotland
were welded into the United Kingdom, was the first
battlefield over which the Union Flag (so often mis
called the Union J ack) ever waved ; and the badge of
the Norfolk Regiment is the only one which shows the
" clustered crosses " of our national flag.
It is said that the Spaniards mistook the figure of
Britannia for the Virgin Mary and consequently treated
the 9th Regiment with special respect—hence the
nickname of ' The Holy Boys.' Another account (a
less truthful one, we hope) says that the Norfolks were
first called ' The Holy Boys ' because they sold their
Bibles to buy beer.
For many years ' Rule Britannia' has been the
appropriate Regimental March of the Norfolk.
The Regiment fought in the American War of
Independence, capturing the Colours of the 2nd
Hampshire (American) Regiment at Fort Anne. In
the same campaign the Norfolk came near losing their
own Colours at Saratoga; but before surrendering
Colonel Hill stripped the Colours from the staves and
hid them among the shirts and socks in his baggage.
There they stayed, while he was a prisoner of war, and
on his release he handed them over to King George the
III. to whom he was appointed A.D.C.

In 1782 the Regiment received the title of 9th, or
East Norfolk Regiment of Foot, which it retained until
1881, when the present designation of The Norfolk
Regiment was adopted.
At Corunna the 9th had the melancholy duty of
burying General Sir J ohn Moore, ' from the field of his
fame fresh and gory,' and in memory of this the officers
of the Norfolk Regiment are permitted to wear a black
line in their gold lace, and the Drummers wear black
Bugle Cords to this day.
Throughout the Peninsular War the Regiment
served with distinction, well earning the name of ' The
Fighting Ninth.' At the Battle of Rolica, Napier tells
us that they ' were guilty of a fierce neglect of orders
in taking a path leading immediately to the enemy,'
instead of one which led less directly into the fray ;
which reminds us of that other Norfolk Warrior,
Nelson, who looked with his blind eye at a signal
bidding him cease fighting.
At the Siege of San Sebastian, Lieut. Macadam of
the 9th Foot, with seventeen men (all volunteers)
made a feint attack on the breach, in order that the
enemy, mistaking it for a genuine attempt to carry the
breach by surprise, might be tempted to explode their
mine prematurely. This was one of the most desperate
enterprises imaginable, since Macadam and his men
(who all became casualties) were, practically offering
themselves as sacrifices in order to save the lives of
their comrades who were to make the main attack.
Another officer of the 9th Regiment (Lieut. Colin
Campbell) who was wounded at San Sebastian,
survived to become famous as a General in the Crimean
and Indian Mutiny Campaigns.
At the Battle of Bayonne it is recorded that ' a
strong French regiment, covered by the drifting battle
smoke, passed clean through the British line : and the
Ninth Regiment, under Colonel Cameron, while ex
changing volleys at pistolshot distance with a body of
French in its" front, suddenly discovered this new
hostile force taking up its position in the rear.' But
Cameron and the Fighting Ninth rose to the occasion.
Leaving a line of skirmishers to maintain the fight in
front, Colonel Cameron led the remainder of the Regi
ment in a bayonet charge on the enemy in the rear,
driving them off with heavy losses.
Like The Buffs, the Ninth went straight from the
South of France to Canada in 1814, at the close of the
Peninsular War, and came back to Europe too late to
take part in the Battle of Waterloo. But active service
in all parts of the world awaited them during the next
century, in the course of which they were engaged in
many wars, big or little, in Canada, Afghanistan, India,
the Crimea, China, Japan, Burma, South Africa and
Tibet.
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During the Great War of 1914/18 the Regiment had
twenty battalions and increased its roll of Battle
Honours from 20 to 53.
The 1st Norfolk landed in France in August, 1914,
and acted as rearguard to the 5th Division during the
Retreat from Mons. They took part in most of the
great battles on the Western Front and also had a spell
of four months in Italy.
The 2nd Norfolk took part in the Mesopotamian
Campaign, 1914/18, where they had such heavy
casualties that for a time they and the Dorsets (who
were ^ in a similar plight) were amalgamated in a
Provisional Battalion known as '.The Norsets.'
The 7th Norfolk, like the 6th Buffs, formed part
of the 12th Bastern Division, the two battalions being
closely associated in the great Advance of August,
1918. The 8th Norfolk and 7th Buffs also served
together in the 18th Division.
The 12th (Norfolk Yeomany) Battalion The Norfolk
Regiment and the 10th (Yeomanry) Battalion The
Buffs were likewise comrades in arms during the Great
War. Indeed, Colonel Ponsonby (who commanded
the 10th Buffs), describing the parting of the two
Battalions at IzelleHameau in June, 1918, wrote
" It had been almost a custom in Palestine for
Brigade Orders to read ' The 230th Brigade will attack,
The Buffs on the right and the Norfolks on the left' ;
and we had as much confidence in them as the old
Light Infantry Regiments had during the Peninsular
War. In fact, on one occasion, towards the end of the
Palestine Campaign, it is recorded how the Battalion
cheered the arrival of the Norfolks when they suddenly
appeared, moving up to our support. The whole
Battalion turned out to bid them farewell, and the
GodSpeed we gave them was really heartfelt."
In 19171918 the l/4th Buffs and the reformed
2nd Battalion The Norfolk Regiment were in the same
Division in Mesopotamia (14th Division) and thus
laid almost on one another in the same camp, during
the concentration of troops after the Armistice.
The 2nd Norfolk relieved the 2nd Buffs at Aden,
when the latter embarked for home in April, 1923.
Now, after a lapse of only three and a half years, the
two battalions meet again at Aldershot, whither the
Norfolk have recently moved from Colchester and The
Buffs from Portland.
R. MAURICE HILL.

A Loss.
Dear Sir,
I very much regret that owing to my having
received instructions for a move to Aldershot to take
up an appointment in the Tax Office there, that
I cannot see my way clear to attend the Annual Dinner
this year.
However, I hope to be close to my old Battalion in
a fortnight's time.
I have just heard from my youngest brother
in Singapore the sad news of the death of Mr. Peate ;
he died from kidney diasease. He will be well
remembered by any of the 2nd Battalion who were in
South Africa, Hong Kong or Singapore as being the
comedian of that Battalion, Collier, Boarer and he
being a very jovial trio.
At the time of his death he was manager of Raffles
Hotel.
With all good wishes,
85 Bevington Road,
Yours sincerely,
Aston,
P. J. MACMAHON.
Birmingham.
TORONTO.

MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bambridge, President, The Buffs.

My dear General,
I have been away from town and occupied in an
exacting manner in certain business matters which has
been the cause of the delay in communicating with
you.
The compliment which you have paid to the
Regiment and personally to me has won all hearts here.
That we should be considered worthy of a
representative unit on the occasion of my 50th
anniversary in the Regiment is a matter of simple joy
and pleasure to us all.
I and everyone associated in the Regiment and my
family and friends highly appreciate the honour of the
visit and most heartily thank you all for it.
Please also accept my warmest personal thanks for
your most kind and thoughtful consideration and for
the beautiful engraved silver plate, and for the
congratulatory telegram on the 26th of June.
I have a very delightful lot of memories fresh
always in my mind of many kindnesses from officers
and men of the dear old Buffs.
Very sincerely yours,
Toronto.
HENRY M. PELLATT.
CANADA.

To The Editor, The Dragon.

Correspondence.
AS OTHERS SEE US.

The Editor, The Dragon.
Dear Sir,
The following extract from The Suffolk Regimental
Gazette for October, 1926, is worth republishing in The
Dragon, under the heading of cricket.
" We congratulate the Buffs most heartily on their
victory. They are undoubtedly a very fine Regimental
side. They are very strong in batting—many Regi
mental sides would be glad of their No. 11 to go in No.
1 for them ; in Captain Wilkins and C.Q.M.S. Hills
they have two really excellent bowlers of very
contrasting types, while the accuracy, quickness and
keenness of their fielding is a delight to watch. Above
all they are a thoroughly sporting side, who play the
game at its very best."
South Barracks,
Yours faithfully,
Gibraltar.
D. WILKINS, Capt.

Dear Sir,
I have been reading of the visit of the Buffs'
Detachment to the Q.O.R. of Canada and in particular
your correspondents remarks re employment for un
trained men on the land here.
Perhaps a few remarks on the subject would be
acceptable from one who came here untrained nearly
two years ago.
In the first place, work on the land—farming—here,
is decidedly hard and difficult, but so different from
the plodding methods in the Old Country that it holds
a fascination of its own. Here one runs a plow with
five or six, sometimes eight, horses ; in fact any farm
implement is run with four or five horses, from which
it can be seen one must primarily learn horses. Of
course I am referring to Western and Prairie farming ;
the farming in the Bast is followed on Old Country
style mostly, walking plows, etc.
What there is to learn of farming (" straight grain "
or " mixed" farming), one can soon learn, with
diligence, patience and a natural flair for hard work.
Too much emphasis cannot be placed upon the latter,
for if one expects an easy job, one had best not come
West.
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Sir,

To a man who hires himself to a farmer, the wages
are good. In Spring, 40 dollars and board per month;
on the Prairie, if one handles about twelve horses,
seventy dollars ; in the fall—right now—wages are
four dollars a day; if one hires by the year, 365 and up.
Any " green " hand can get a job here in the West
and learn the " ropes." The farmers are friendly and
always willing to shew a new fellow how things are
done.
Lest the preceding paragraphs appear too enticing
I would add that the winters are severe and about six
months duration, and a man cannot buy a job even, so
one must take care of his " roll" or hire himself for
a season, which is a year.
There are various Colonization schemes running
which have their disadvantages as well as their
advantages and which should be carefully considered
before one comes West. And above all, contrary to
what is stated, one needs more than one or two pounds
above one's passage money ; one should have twentv
or thirty pounds to land with to meet incidentals. A
dollar out here in the West is nothing and there
are only five dollars in a pound !
To sum up—those figuring on coming to the West
should disregard these journalistic advertisements of
the " Land of Promise "—and " Easy Living " phrases
for with these in their head they are doomed to big
disappointments.
It is a great country—a man's country, but the life
is hard, real hard, harder than the army. The weather
is hard ; a fellow near me had 200 acres of grain hailed
flat down into the ground just before harvest—he
plowed it under—that meant a year's work and
expense gone in two hours and no crop and that crop
was his next year's living. That is an example of the
hard weather.
We have half of our grain frosted, owing to heavy
rain preventing us from cutting in time ; that means
we will lose a few cents on each bushel of grain we shall
sell. These two things, hail and frost and others are
what go to make the West a hard country and proves
the man.
Am enclosing a snap of the plowing outfit I was
using this summer to give an idea of the methods here.
This is a tandem outfit of five horses.
Rimboy,
Yours sincerely,
Alberta,
p. p. LACEY,
CANADA.
I.ATE The Buffs.g
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ENQUIRIES.

Can you kindly inform me if any of the old Buffs
are living of the 1st Battalion that went to India in
1866. I joined them in Dugshaie in '69 and came
home with them in '80 to Shorncliffe and from there
in a few weeks I went to my home, after purchasing
my discharge for £8 10s. 0d., serving ten years and
six months instead of twelve years and did not
reengage for the 21 years. If you know anybody
who came home with the Regiment and is living, can
you kindly inform me ? My name is George Stone,
" H " Company, the man that had the bear, comrade
to Barney Cook. I was in the Chelsea Hospital in
1921 and Holmes and myself and another very old
Buff, now dead, were invited to their Dinner in London
by motor and we spent a very good evening. We saw
a few of the Old Buffs who were very kind and collected
a pound each for us ; we shall never forget them.
I left the Chelsea Hospital four years ago and am living
on £1 a week. I pay 8/ for my room ; that leaves me
twelve shillings, so I manage on that. I am 77 years
of age and get old age and military pension. If you
know or hear of any of the Old Buffs I should like to
see or hear from them. I saw J. Holmes at Chelsea
Hospital the other day and he is getting on pretty well.
15 Dacca Street,
I am, yours respectfully,
Greenwich.
G. STONE.
Sir,

GOOD WISHES.

It gives one great pleasure to notice that the old
boys are having a reunion dinner on October 23rd,
1926.
Being a Buff myself and having served with both
the 3rd and 8th Battalions in Canterbury, Dover and
Prance for three years, you can imagine my regret at
not being able to join yon all. I am stillsuffering from
the war effects and am a patient at Saltash M.O.P.
Hospital, Cornwall. Still, it does one good to know
the boys are still as one, and I trust old and new friends
will meet and keep the old traditions of the honourable
regiment as before.
Wishing you all the greatest of success and hoping
this will not be the last dinner so I may be able to see
you in the near future,
M.O. Pension Hospital,
Yours faithfully,
Saltash,
T. GEORGE HARTNETT.
Cornwall.
OLD TIMES.

Dear Sir,
I am one of the " has beens " who knew the late
Mr. Hoar (Snowball), news of whose death I was very
sorry to learn from your October issue.
Yes, 42 years ago I made his acquaintance on my
joining the 1st Battalion in Dublin. Prom thence to
Malta, Singapore and India. I am not sure whether
Snowball was with us in the two first named stations
abroad, but at any rate he was in Ramkhet and Dum
Dum, 188790. In the last named station I can recall
his astonishing agility (considering his size and weight)
when romping in first in a flat race with the Paymr.
Sergeant (Tomsett). He came to see me in Bombay
in 1906 when I was on the Embarkation Staff and when
he was in the employ of the Tabacco Company
mentioned by your correspondent. I last saw him
at a Past and Present AssociationfDinner at Victoria,
some six years ago.
Your issues this last year or so have frequently
published obituary notices concerning old comrades,
and several officers I have had the honour of serving
under have passed to the " great beyond," notably
General Kekewich, Colonels Danglish and Hnlke,
Major Featherstone and Captain Nicholas. Alas !
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they are becoming fewer and fewer as the years pass,
and inevitably so, of course, as 43J years have fled
since I joined the Depot in 1883 in Canterbury.
The other day, in East Ham, an elderly man asked
me to what regiment I belonged. I enquired why he
should suppose I had belonged to any regiment, to
which he replied, with a smile, that " one old soldier
can always tell another." Well, it turned out that he
was an exS.W.B. man and when I mentioned The
Buffs, commenced to tell me of an incident on parade
in Bareilly, N.W.P., India, when we (1st Battalion)
were there for the winter exercise camp in 1888. I
knew what he was going to say, so related it myself
as I happened to be on parade :—A G.C. medal was to
be presented and the G.O.C. called out: " No.
Private John Hickey, 1st Battalion, The Buffs."
" Hickey of The Buffs " was (and I suppose still is)
such a well known byword throughout the army, that
a very audible titter went round the ranks of all the
units on parade, consisting, if I remember rightly, of
R.A., Buffs, S.W.B.'s, Scottish Rifles, Seaforth High
landers and Royal Munster Fusiliers.
I wonder if No. 234 can call this to mind. He was,
(with myself) in the Qr.Mr's. office, though, I fancy,
not on parade, but would, no doubt, have heard all
about it.
Outside this Qr.Mr's. E.P. Tent the snowy peaks
of the Himalayas were visible ; possibly 70 or 80 miles
away.
" Sailor Cooper " I see, writes in the October issue.
My first recollection of " Sailor " is in Malta, 1885,
when on a long route march in " marching order "
on a very hot day. We were all pretty well exhausted
but little " Sailor " came in smiling, with the best of
us. I'll bet " Sailor " has never forgotten the voyage
in the transport Deccan from Queenstown to Malta !
That Sunday flight, the 1st February, 1885, in the Bay
of Biscay, when three or four boats were carried away
from the davits, officers' chargers dying from exhaustion
and lascars invoking the aid of Allah. Some sea !
Glad to learn " Sailor" keeps so athletic and
generally fit.
I do not often drop across old Buffs, but I saw one
here recently in the person of Mr. George Brown, once
Private in "H" Company, 1st Battalion, and a con
temporary of mine. I had not seen him for 33 years,
but knew his genial old face at once.
In Dover, in early 1921, I met Mr. Dillon,—
Boy Dillon, of 1st Battalion when I knew him and
when serving.
Mr. Shears was mentioned in one of your issues
about two years ago. He would remember me in Dum
Dum in 1890.
Well, I am going to the Dinner at Harrod's Stores
on the 23rd October and hope to see some " old familiar
faces " once more.
16 Creighton Avenue,
Yours faithfully,
East Ham,
E. A. BEILBY,
London, E. 6.
Pens. R.S.M.,
Late Indian Unattd. List.
ARMY VOCATIONAL TRAINING.
Dear Colonel,
As L/Cph Crabb has been discharged he is ineligible
for a course of vocational training.
There are so few vacancies available at the Army
Centres that a large number of applicants have to be
turned down. In some classes as many as 80% of the
applicants could not be accepted last year.
I hope you are not being badly hit by the present
state of employment.
Yours sincerely,
Hounslow.
F. H. HARDY.

I
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The Golfing Society at Royal
St. George's.

the most perfect weather the Buffs' Golfing
Society held their Autumn Meeting at Royal St.
George's, Sandwich, on October the 4th and 5th, the
courtesy of the green having been very kindly extended
by the Committee and members of that Club for the
fourth year in succession, a concession for which the
Society cannot be too grateful.
Of the fortyfive who had entered, seven were un
fortunately kept away at the last minute, so that
thirtyeight actually took out cards, whilst in addition
the following paid us a visit during the meeting :—Mrs.
Reeves, Mrs. J. Crookenden and Mrs. Baird; Lt.Col.
R. S. I. Friend ; Majors G. A. Meakin and G. T. D.
Hickman; Captain N. D. Rice and Lt. A. A. J. N.
FearnsideSpeed.
Headquarters were at the Guilford Hotel, where
a dinner and the annual general meeting took place on
the Monday evening, twentynine being present. The
dinner was excellent, as was all the good fun which
accompanied it. It is a moot point, however, whether
after dinner is quite the best time to hold an annual
general meeting but, whether or no, there is no doubt
that, on this occiasion, the reading of minutes by the
honorary secretary whilst the port was still in
circulation was historic and left us in no doubt that
there was business—serious business—to be done, with
the result that the following decisions were reached :—
1. That the present office bearers be reelected.
2. That the Easter Meeting shall extend over two
days and be held, if possible, at Prince's, Sand
wich.
3. That the conditions of play for the Brinckman
Cup, which shall be played for at the Easter
Meeting shall be match play, an eliminating
round to be played on themorning of the first
day.
4. That the matches as proposed by the Committee
for the coming season be approved.
5. That application be made for two further
debentures in the Canterbury golf club,
making nine in all.
6. That at any one of the Society's meetings no one
player shall be allowed to take more than one
prize in the medal play competitions.
7. That the handicap and nett score of the winner of
the Paget Cup be included in the engraving and
that this arrangement be made retrospective.
8. That it shall be an invariable rule of the Society
that partners shall be drawn for in the Bogey
Foursomes.
9. That there shall be no annual subscription.
10. That the Society shall not adopt its own umbrella.
11. That there shall be no long driving, or putting and
approaching competitions.
12. That a letter of thanks be sent to the Committee
and members of Royal St. George's for their
great kindness.
And so to bed.
AUTUMN MEETING RESULTS.
Before dealing with the actual play, the thanks of
the Society must be given to Mr. W. C. Collins, the
Secretary of Royal St. George's, and Mr. A. W.
Twyman, his assistant, for their kind assistance and
for the way in which they allowed their office to be
invaded.
The full results will be found tabulated below, from
which it will be seen that three tied for the Paget Cup,
two for the best gross score, and three couples for the
Bogey foursomes. Under the Society's rule for dealing
with ties, the following were declared the winners :—
Paget Cup : Lt.Colonel F. BradleyDyne.
Best Gross Score : Major C. K. Black.
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Bogey Foursomes: Colonel H. Findlay and Mr.
C. E. Clouting.
The above winners, who are to be congratulated
on their success, will no doubt be the first to join in
sympathizing with Mr. A. H. Goodall, who was one of
those to tie in each of the above events, but who had.
to motor back 120 miles to Bognor emptybanded
under the Society's ruling : he is to be congratulated
on his consistent golf throughout the meeting, as also
is Lt.Colonel F. B. Dyne, who also won the Bogey
competition, and last but not least, Lieut. J. E. King,
who, holed the 6th in one on the morning of the first
day of the meeting, was runner up in the Bogey compe
tition, close on the heels of those who tied for the Paget
Cup, and tied in the Bogey Foursomes.
The other successful competitors were:—
SENIOR MEDAL.
Captain H. H. C. Baird
...
8713 = 74
JUNIOR MEDAL.
Colonel J. Body
10017 = 83
BEST LAST 9 HOLES.
Captain W. C. Lamarque
...
41 —2J = 38*
The full results were :—
THE PAGET CUP.
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne (10)
162
84+78
R. M. Bourne (6)
162
80+82
A. H. Goodall (4)
162
83+79
Lt. J. E.King (9)
Major C. K. Black (3)
M. J. Creswick (3)
...
Major J. V. R. Jackson (11)
Capt. J. Turk (8)
Col. J. Body (17)
C. E. Clouting (10)
Col. W. H. Trevor (4)
Lt.-Col. E. B. Burns (8)
Major F. S. Reeves (13)
Capt. B. Hammond Davies (10)
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock (10)
Capt. H. de R. Morgan (10)
Major E- Clarke (20)
Capt. W. V. S. Sinclair (16)
Capt. Dampier Palmer (18)
Capt. V. Newton Moss (20)

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

83-[-81
86- -78
79- -86
83--84
85/ -83
83--85
84-.86
88-.82
82..89
85..88
84..93
94..83
84..94
91J .88
99..93
97_ .96
98..95

164
164
165
167
168
168
170
170
171
173
177
177
178
179
192
193
193

74
78
84

—

BOGEY FOURSOMES.
Partners were drawn for in this competition and
the following cards returned :—
Clouting and Findlay ...
6 Down
Goodall and Dampier Palmer 6
King and Twyman
...
6
Jackson and Bourne
...
Black and Hitchcock
Clarke and Turk
Davies and Collins
Terry and Morley
Newton Moss and Morgan

...

7
7
7
"... 7
... 9
... 10

Other couples were :—Lynden Bell and Lamarque,
Burns and Body, Marchant and Dyne, Thomson and
Child, Trevor and Crozier, and Hardy and Howard
Reed.
MATCHES.
THE SOCIETY V. THE ROYAL EAST KENT YEOMANRY.
Played at Belmont on Saturday, October 9th, 1926.
A tearing gale and drenching rain prevailed throughout
the morning, but the afternoon was fortunately fine.
The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor (9 &8)
...
A. H. Goodall (6 & 5)
...
Capt. C. E. A. Terry
R. M. Bourne
Capt. J. Turk
S. Hubble
J. E. King (1 up)
Lt.-Col. F. B. Dyne
Major J. V. R. Jackson (1 up)
Capt. H. H. C. Baird (4 & 3)...
Maj.-Gen. Sir A. Lynden Bell
(2 & 1)
Col. H. Findlay (3 & 2)
...

Trevor and Goodall (5 & 3)
Terry and Bourne (1 up).
Turk and Hubble
King
Jackson and Bell
Baird and Findlay (8 & 6)

The Royal E.K. Yeomanry.
Granville Winch
A. Leach Lewis
S. Foster (3 & 1)
Keith Barlow (6 & 5)
P. Greenstreet (5 & 3)
Clive Murdoch (5 & 3)
Eustace Neame
C. Tilbury Fox
G. M. Johnson
Eric Neame
W. Ledger
1 Col. F. J. DuPre
1

1
1
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
1

FOURSOMES.
... 1 Winch and Lewis
..." 1 Foster and Barlow
0 Greenstreet and Murdoch
(3 & 1)
... 0
0 Neame and Fox (1 up)
Johnson
and Neame (3 & 1)
... 1
Ledger and DuPre

Total ... 10

Single cards were :—
Capt. H. H. C. Baird (13)
Capt. W. C. Lamarque (5)
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (6)
Brig.-Gen. R. McDouall(18)
Lt. F. G. Crozier (11)
H. F. Whitfield (5)
Major H. S. Hardy (14)
Major F. O. Marchant (20)
Col. H. Findlay (18)
Capt. N. Howard Reed (11)
Capt. H. C. Morley (20)
Capt. A. B. Thomson (14)

—
—
—

86

—

90
94
—

97
99
100
102

—

90

—
—
—
—

—
—

—
—

96

—

—.
—
—

—
—
—

—

—

Others who competed were :—
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell, Captain R. de
Q. Child, W. C. Collins, S. L. Hubble, Major Guy Lee,
and A. W. Twyman.
BOGEY COMPETITION.
The following cards were returned :—
Lt.Col. BradleyDyne ... All Square
J. E. King
2 Down
Major C. K. Black
R. M. Bourne
M. Creswick
A. H. Goodall
Major J. V. R. Jackson ...
Capt. H. H. C. Baird
Capt. V. S. Sinclair
Capt. C. E. A. Terry
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock ...
C. E. Clouting
Capt. B. Hammond Davies
Capt. J. Turk
Capt. V. Newton Moss
Capt. R. de Q. Child
Major F. O. Marchant
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...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

3
3
3
4
5
5
6
6
6
7
... 8
...
9
... 11
... 13
... 14

„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„
„

Total ... 8

Result:—A win for the Society by 10 matches to 8.

THE SOCIETY V. ROYAL CINQUE PORTS GOLF CLUB.
Played under ideal conditions at Deal on October
20th, the Society losing by 7 matches to 5.
The Buffs.
Col. W. H. Trevor
Capt. C. E- A. Terry ...
R. M. Bourne ...
Lt.-Col. E. B. Burns ...
Lt. J. E. King (6 & 4)
Lt. Col. F. B. Dyne ...
Capt. J. Turk (2 & 1)
W. C. Collins (7 & 5) ...

Trevor a nd Terry
Bourne and Burns (2 up)
King and Dyne (3 & 2)
Turk and Collins

0
0
0
0
1
0
1
1

Deal.
Lt. S. G. Cutler (4 & 3)
F. A. Worth (5 & 4) ...
C. J. Bolton (3 & 1) ...
Major H. J. Mappin (2 & 1)
J. G. Schon
W. T. Sanctuary (2 & 1)
Brig.-Gen. Cotgrave ...
Major J. G. Home

FOURSOMES.
... 0 Cutler and Worth (7 & 5)
...
... 1 Bolton and Mappin
... 1 Schon and Home
... 0 Sanctuary and Cotgrave (7 & 6)

Totals...

5

1
0
0
1

Totals ... 7

Jumble Sale
in aid of Benevolent Fund, Prince of Wales'
Institute, Canterbury, November 25th. If you
have nothing to give, please come and buy.
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The 1st Battalion.

T1T was with very
genuine regret we
I
saidjfarewell to a hundred

and fifty timeexpired men
who went home in the
.Derbyshire, on September
24th. Partings are always
rather a wrench and es
pecially so in this case,
when all those going had
served for seven years and
more with the Regiment in
Ireland,
India,
Aden,
Turkey, Egypt and Gib
raltar.
Company notes
further on in these pages
show without a doubt how sorry we all are to
lose them. Before their departure several
smokingconeerts and dinners were held to bid
a fitting farewell to them. Accounts of some
of these appear elsewhere. The Sergeants'
Mess had a particularly pleasant evening, when
they entertained Sergeants Barton and Briggs
a few days before going. They were kind
enough to invite the officers, who turned up
in strength. Before the evening was over,
Sergeant Barton was called upon for a speech
and succeeded in interesting and amusing his
audience with an account of the salient points
in his long career with the Regiment. No
doubt he will long be remembered by many
as having considerably distinguished himself
during the ' trouble ' in Ireland a few years
ago—work for which he was awarded the
medal of the Order of the British Empire.
Another wellknown old friend was Pte.
Wetton, for many years a waiter in the
Officers' Mess. His cheery face and portly
figure will be missed for many a day. As a
token of esteem and regret at his departure
he was presented by the officers with a gold
watch.
Our scribe had written so far when the call
of the sea descended upon him and he accepted
the invitation of CaptainX Goldsmith, R.N.,
to help him sail his 15ton cutter from here
to Malta. Captain Goldsmith sailed from
England here singlehanded and took 23 days
over the journey! With Captain Tuke as
first mate we hope the remainder of the
journey will be completed expeditiously and
without mishap. From purely selfish motives
I had hoped that the start of the voyage might
be delayed a day, so that Captain Tuke could
have finished an Editorial so ably begun!
But it was not to be, so I hope a somewhat
scrappy conclusion will be excused.
We welcome back from leave this month
first and foremost Colonel and Mrs. Power.

looking exceedingly fit
and well after
apparently a most enjoyable tour in Northern
Spain and the South of France. The Colonel,
we were all pleased to hear, got some quite
useful trout fishing.
Mrs. Lucas, Major
Crookenden, Captain Wood and Mr. Reid
have also joined us once more and we are
delighted to see them all again. The latter
was preceded by a hound of gigantic pro
portions, one Ashford Peter, a fine looking
bullterrier. That one or two of us are still
apprehensive may be gathered by the Machine
Gunners' Notes, but I can assure everyone
that with or without muzzle he is equally
amiable. (The bullterrier of course, not Mr.
Reid).
A most successful Command Aquatic
Sports meeting was held during the month
and we must congratulate some of our expert
swimmers on their success in it, notably Pte.
Longhurst, L/Cpl. Coshall and Cpl. Ayliffe.
The Garrison Rowing Club held its annual
Regatta a day or two ago and a great success
it was. Perhaps the two most exciting events
was the races between Units of the Garrison
and Destroyers of the United States Navy,
at present at anchor in the Bay. We must
congratulate the British teams, the R.E.'s and
the Suffolks on being successful in each case.
The American destroyers are most welcome
visitors at this time of year, usually rather a
dull period, and we are pleased to hear that
they intend making quite a protracted stay.
The Regimental Rifle Meeting went off
without a hitch, thanks to the careful
organisation of Captain Wale and Mr. Rose
and their band of helpers. Congratulations
to Pte. Hudson on being Individual Champion
and to "B" Company on winning the Harris
Shield Event. We must also remember to
congratulate "A" Company on winning the
open Relay Race at the Naval Sports held
recently. The E.T.C. who turned out. a very
useful side was second in this Race.
The annual Officers' and Sergeants' Cricket
Match was, as usual, an unqualified success,
but this year the Officers avenged last
year's defeat by winning handsomely. The
Sergeants batted a second time and Captain
Wilkins was thus given a chance of searching
for bowling talent amongst the Officers.
Every Officer bowled including the Umpire
and most of them were successful! The
Sergeants retaliated by sending in their
twelfth man, Sgt. Burt, amply protected from
rising longhops by four pairs of pads ! As
these notes are being written we hear that the
Sergeants were this afternoon defeated by the
Corporals—how are the Mighty fallen!

TOP ROW:—Pte. Knight (Scorer), L/Cpl. Bones, Sgt. Burville, Pte. Richards, Cpl. Glazier, L/Cpl. Mancer, Bdm. Cross (umpire).
SEATED:—L/Cpl.

Lewis, C.Q.M.S. Hills, Capt. Wilkins (Capt.) Cpl. Perry, Sgt. Truby.
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We were very pleased to see Mr. Kimm,
A.E.C., who passed through in H.M.T. Derby
shire at the end of last month. He was luckily
able to join us at the Sergeants' Mess Smoker,
mentioned at the beginning of these notes,
where he found many old Fermoy friends.
The rain has started and by the time our
next contribution falls due we shall hope to
report some good runs out, hunting and also
some good luck on the Turf, for the first Race
meeting takes place in less than a month's
time.
As we go to post, we read the announce
ment of Mr. Mallam's engagement to Miss
Crozier and hasten to offer to both our
heartiest congratulations.
Battalion Rifle Meeting.

The third annual rifle meeting was held at North
Front in good weather on the 20th to 23rd of
September. A little earlier than last year, and a better
arrangement perhaps, as the wet season commences
in October. The organizing staff had quite a busy
time as there were far more entries this year than on
previous occasions (approximately 750). The firers,
as in other years, were divided into two classes, in order
to give the indifferent shots a chance to win some of
the £75 which was given in prizes.
As can be seen by the prize list, matches were
arranged for all weapons and to suit all firers. Slow,
snapping, rapid and fire with movement. The last
named, is perhaps not very popular among the old and
crabby. However, when Tubby Crowne, carrying his
15 stone and " Old Man " Clayton can sprint up there
and make 30 odd, it should not be too hard for the
youngsters.
A tile competition was arranged this year, in which
one Officer or Sergeant could fire in each team. Some
quite unexpected teams shot their way into the semi
final. The competition was very keen and it was
evidently a popular match.
On the last afternoon of the meeting the Harris
Shield competition was fired, which was won by "B"
Company. The shooting during this competition was
very good, the winning team well deserving it. At the
conclusion of the meeting the Commanding Officer,
Lieut.Colonel R. E. Power, D.S.O., kindly presented
the prizes and the challenge cup to Private Hudson
who made an aggregate score of 115, thus being the
Battalion Rifle champion shot for 1926. We all
heartily congratulate him on a win he is no doubt
proud of.
Below is a list of the principle prize winners. The
smaller prizes were paid out daily, as also were
the pools and sweepstakes.
MATCH 1. 300 YARDS RAPID.

Class "A."
1. Pte. Packman ...
2. Sgt. McLean
3. Pte. Flisher
1.
2.
3.
1.
2.
3.

Class "B."
..31
1. Pte. Dixon
..30
2. Pte. Crowley
.. 30
3. L/c. McMahon ...
MATCH 2. 300 YARDS SNAPSHOOTING.
Pte. Hudson
.. 32
1. Cpl. Ayliffe
C.Q.M.S. Pratt ...
.. 31
2. Pte. Latmen
L/c. McGann
..31
3. f Pte. Wright ...
\Pte. Ingram ...
MATCH 3. 500 YARDS SLOW.
L/c. McGann
36
1. Pte. Mabbitt
L/c. Macro
..35
2. Pte. Dotson
Cpl. Perry
..34
3. Pte. Humphrey ...
MATCH 4. 600 TO 100 FIRE WITH MOVEMENT.

1. Pte. Steed
2. Sgt. Cox
3. Sgt. Clayton

.. 31
.. 31
' 31

1. L/c. McMahon ...
2. Pte. Cummings ...
3. Pte. Mellish

29

28
28

35
25
24
24
36
33
32
34
33
31

MATCH 5. BATTALION CHAMPIONSHIP.
1. Pte. Hudson
115
2. L/c. McMahon
113
3. Sgt. McLean
Ill
4. Pte. Hollands ...
... 09
MATCH 6. LEWIS GUN.
1. "D" Company No. 1 team, Cpl. Hills
...
81
2. "A" Company No. 5 team, Pte. West
...
72
MATCH 7. VICKERS GUN.
1. No. 3 team, L/c. Reed.
2. No. 8 team, L/c. Bench.
MATCH 8. TILE COMPETITION.
1. "H.Q." Wing, "23" Group—
"A" Company—Sgt. McLean,

L/c. Parkman.

MATCH 9. INDIVIDUAL REVOLVER.

Class "A."

Class "B."

1. C.S.M. Farrow

35
1. Pte. Stevens
2. Lieut. Rose
...
... 29
2. Pte. Flisher
MATCH 10. OPEN SHOOT. H.P.S. — 28.

1. Pte. Nunn, R.A.O.C
2. C.S.M. Daniels, The Suffolk Regt
3. Lieut. Heyland, The Suffolk Regt.
...
4. Dmr. Underwood, The Suffolk Regt.
HARRIS SHIELD COMPETITION.

1. "B" Company
2. "H.Q." (23)
3. "A" Company
4. "H.Q." (14)
5. "C" Company
6. "D" Company ...

...

...

27
25
24
23

Points.

,. 722

.
.
.
.
.

670
669
623
609
568

SERGEANTS' MESS.
The Farrary Cup.

At last we have got the cup in the mess and it looks
quite at home among the several other Garrison cups
which we have collected. Although some of the
members of our mess have contributed towards winning
most of the other cups competed for in this Garrison,
the Farrary cup (a shooting trophy) is competed for
by members of Sergeants' Messes. As we have to
enter two teams, one from the companies quartered at
South Barracks and one from Casemates, the best shots
cannot be selected for one team. This year the teams
and scores obtained were as follows:—
South Barracks.
92311
R.S.M. Martin,
M.B.E.
0176
C.S.M. Farrow
122315
C.Q.M.S. Hills
92517
Sergt. McLean
L/Sgt. Parks .. 1224 9
151920
L/Sgt. Willing

Grand Casemates.
= 43 C.Q.M.S. Pratt
92715
15—22— 8
= 23 C.Q.M.S. Dixon 123012
= 50 Sergt. Crowne
029 8
= 51 Sergt. Gibson
92314
= 45 L/Sgt. Cox ... 92511
=54 L/Sgt. Beer ...

The competition was fired at North Front on
Saturday, the 25th of September, when ten teams
competed. The shooting was not quite up to the
standard of last year, but that, of course, may have
been due to the weather. However, the teams were
as keen as could be. This year no score boards were
used during practices one and two, but it was generally
known that the R.A.O.C. were slightly the lead on
practice one, our Casemates team being nine points
behind. At 300 the latter team fired remarkably well
in the rapid practice, Sgt. Crowne scoring a possible
with ten centrals and Sgt. Gibson only missing the
same score by one point. The shooting at 300 really
won the cup for us. It was quite exciting at 500, for
no one was quite certain who had won until the butt
registers arrived, when our team was declared the
winners by the small margin of four points ! At the
conclusion of the competition, H.E. The Governor
presented the cup to the winning team, at the same
time congratulating them on their win. The team also
received the hearty congratulations of the Commanding
Officer.
Needless to say the cup was filled in the mess that
evening in the way all good cups should be filled. To
keep it company we had to put a little in the Nicholson
and Governor's cricket cups which our old friends,
Hills, Burville and Truby had helped to win. We are
proud of the honour of holding these cups in the
Sergeants' Mess.
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The order of merit of teams in the Farrary cup was
as follows:—
1st Battalion The Buffs (Casemates' team)
R.A.O.C
The Suffolk Regiment (Buena vista>
Tie
The Buffs, South Barracks team
1st Fortress Company R.E
The Suffolk Regiment North Front
H.M.S. Cormorant
H.M. Dockyard Police
Civil Police
R.A. Moorish Castle

278
/ 274
1 274
266
257
246
232
152
130
129

Farewell Smoker.

A very pleasant evening was spent in the mess on
Thursday, the 23rd of September, on the occasion of
a farewell smoker to two of our old members, Sergeants
Baton and Briggs, who have now left us for civilian
life after the full period of 21 years with the colours.
We all wish them the best of luck in their new sphere
of life.
All the members except those who were unavoidably
away on duty were present on this occasion, as were
also a good many visitors. Among the latter were
S.C. and D. Goodman and Band S.M. Forbes, both of
whom contributed to a large extent towards the success
of the evening. The ball opened with a swing at 9.15
p.m. and lasted with a full programme until 12.30 a.m.
The Commanding Officer and most of the other
Officers visited us during the evening. Unfortunately
for us, Colonel Power was himself entertaining on that
evening and was only able to stay for a short
while. However, during the short time he spent with
us, he took the opportunity of bidding farewell to the
two Sergeants who were leaving and expressed his
regret at their having to go. Especially in the case of
Sergeant Barton, who had been with the Regiment
for the whole of his soldiering, and who, during the
troublesome times in Ireland, had done some very good
work for which he was awarded the Medal of the Order
of the British Empire (civilian). He wished the two
departing members the best of luck, and hoped they
would never forget the Regiment in which they had
spent many happy days.
During the evening the health of the Officers was
toasted by the R.S.M. which was followed by three
very lusty cheers.
It was a pleasant surprise to us all to receive a visit
from one of our old friends in the person of Lieut.
Kimm, A.E.C., whom a good many of our readers will
remember doing great work with the concert party in
Ireland. Of course he had to oblige with a turn.
We also managed to get Captain Tuke on his feet
once more.
The evening, which ended far too soon for all, was
another of those which help to cement the feeling of
good fellowship between the Officers and the Sergeants
of the Regiment.
CRICKET NOTES.

The season of 1926 has now come to a close, and the
last ball has been bowled.
The results of matches played by the First Eleven
have been as follows :—
Won
...
.
17
Lost
...
...
... 4
Drawn ...
...
... 1
This is a very satisfactory result and the season
can be looked back on as a successful one by the
battalion side as a whole. Individually there have
been many good performances. C.Q.M.S. Hills, 2/Lt.
Foster and Captain Wilkins have each obtained well
over 1,000 runs in all games this year. In addition
C.Q.M.S. Hills has taken over 100 wickets and Captain
Wilkins has taken 215 wickets. Corporal Perry has
caught and stumped innumerable victims behind the
wicket and LanceCorporals Lewis and Bones have
held a great many catches in the field.

We welcome some new blood in the last joined
draft. They managed to defeat our Second Eleven
by seven runs. Privates Ashmore and Cummings
showed good promise as bats and in the bowling line.
Privates Deverson and O'Neill were promising. We
would like to see Private Deverson develop into a
demon fast bowler. He has the necessary height and
physique to give batsmen a very uncomfortable time
on a fast wicket, especially if it is at all inclined
to bump.
The Officers' and Sergeants' Match was a very
pleasant affair, and supplied some good cricket, and,
later on, considerable amusement!
The final averages and scores are given elsewhere.
Our next cricket will be played in India, and we
look forward to some good tussles with the strong
teams that abound there.
A KENTISH MAN.
Averages, 19126.
BATTING.
Aver
ages.

Name.
C.Q.M.S. Hills
2/Lt. Foster....
Capt. Wilkins
L/Cpl. Lewis
L/Cpl. Bones
Sergt. Burville
Sergt. Truby
Pte. Richards
Pte. Thurlow
Pte. Hammond
Lieut. Boucher
Corpl. Perry
Capt. Willows
L/Cpl. Mancer
C.S.M. Farrow
L/Cpl. Priest
L/Cpl. Lee
Corpl. Glazier....
Pte. Stocker

20
19
21
13
21
21
15
21
1
1
14
26
4
10
2
4
1
21
4

96
1&9
102
64
57
49
38
39
13
13
41
49
17
26
12
16
5
15
8

835
742
717
495
355
317
215
234
13
13
155
277
40
86
12
23
5
65
10

46*5
43*6
35*8
21*5
18*6

17*6
15*3
13
13
13
11*9
11*5
10

9*5
6

5*7
5
4*6
3*3

BOWLING.

Name.
L/Cpl. Bones
Sergt. Truby....
C.Q.M.S. Hills...
Capt. Wilkins...
Corpl. Glazier...
L/Cpl. Mancer...
2/Lt. Foster
L/Cpl. Lewis
Sergt. Burville..
Pte. Richards....

!

>

i

o

26

342
428
136
33
20
2

82

11
6

58
105 749
70 1281
27 459
131
63
22

31

8

71

218

15

5*4
7*2
9*7
10*9
16*3
18*5

8

77
117

28

7
3

21
22

1
1

31
43*6

5

OFFICERS v. SERGEANTS.
Result:—Officers won by an Innings and 10 runs.
OFFICERS.

Capt. Wilkins, c Clayton, o Burville
Lieut. Boucher, b Truby
2/Lt. Foster, lbw, b Hills
Major Hart, c Gibson, b Truby
Capt. Willows, c Williams, b Hills ..
Capt. Peareth, b Farrow
Col. Power, c Hills, b Burville
Col. Lucas, b Burville
Lieut. Rose, c Hills, b Truby
2/Lt. Dewar, not out
Capt. Wale, c ? b Hills
Extras
Total

51
19'
3
5
79
2
2
2
7
10
0
5
185

SERGEANTS.

First Innings.
C.S.M. Williams, b Wilkins
Sergt. Gibson, run out
C.S.M. Farrow, c Peareth, b Wilkins .
Sergt. Crown, b Foster
,
Sergt. Truby, c Willows, b Wilkins....
C.Q.M.S. Hills, b Wilkins.

5
0
0
3
21
46

Second Innings.
b Wale...
c Willows, b Hart
retired
lbw, b Tuke......
did not bat.
b Hart

0
2
19
9
2
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Sergt. Burville, b Wilkins:
R.Q.M.S. Evans, b Wilkins....
R.S.M. Martin, b Hart
C.S.M. Mould, b Wilkins.,..
Sergt. Clayton, not out.....
Extras

8
18
2
0
3
4

Total.,

Total

105
BoWLINGR ^ANALYSIS :
OFFICERS.

C.Q.M.S. Hills
Sergt. Truby...
Sergt. Burville
C.S.M. Farrow
Ca.pt. Wilkins
Lieut. Foster
Major Hart

.."

...

SERGEANTS.

First Innings.

3 for 81
3 for 70
3 for 19
1 for 12

... 7 for 41
1 for 53
1 for 5

Total...

0
7
4
40
17
0
13
13
0
0
0
14

E.T.C.
Mr. Atkins, lbw, b Hills
Mr. Woodard, b Hills..
. ..v............:....
Mr. Haines, c and b Hills....................:.......
Mr. O'Brian, c Williams, b Wilkins.
Mr. Kelly, b Wilkins....
Mr. Tighe, b Hills
Mr. Liddle, c Glazier, b Wilkins
Mr. Staples, b Wilkins
Mr. Baker, not out
Mr. Tentdn, not out
Mr. Milnes, did not bat.
Total

16
14
61
10
5
0
0
3
7
14
134

BOWLING ANALYSIS:
1ST BN. THE BUFFS.

... 1 for 8
2 for 27
... 2 for 22
5 for 32

Capt. Wilkins
... 4 for 81
C.Q.M.S. Hills
...
... 4 for 47
2ND XI. v. DRAFT.
ResultDraft won by 7 runs.
2ND XI.
Pte. Stroud, b Deveson...;
Pte. West, b Curtiss....
V...
Pte. Hammond, c Curtiss, b Simmonds..
Corpl, Glazier, b O'Neill
2/Lt. Foster, b O'Neill
,
Major Crookenden, c Robinson, b Wilkins
2/Lt, Dewar, c Wilkins, b O'Neill
L/Cpl. Reed, c O'Neill, b Deveson
L/Cpl.. Tremlett, b Deveson
Pte. Betts, not out..,
.
Pte. Rabbeth, b Deveson
...
—
Extras
Total............

V.
DRAFT.

Pte. Deveson, run out,.b Glazier
, Pte. Ashmore, c Foster, b Hammond.......
Corpl. Robinson, b< Foster
Pte. O'Neill, b Foster
Pte. Simmonds, b Foster..,
Capt. Wilkins, b Foster
Corpl. Perry, c Crookemleu,.b Betts
Pte.Curtiss,run out, bH&mmphd,,,,,....

Total

.....123
BOWLING ANALYSIS:
2ND XI.

Deveson
Simmonds ...
O'Neill
Curtiss
Capt. Wilkins

4 for 44
1 for 17
3 for 22
1 for 11
1 for 5

Corpl. Glazier
Lieut. Foster
Pte. Hammond
Pte. Betts ...

2 for 28
5 for 37
3 for 25
1 for 10

Sergeants' Mess Cricket.

108

...

97
0
8
3
11

Pte. Elderkin, c Rabbeth, b Hammond
Pte. Cummirigs, b Foster
...;
Pte. Stevens, b Glazier
Extras

70

Second Innings.
Capt. Peareth
1 for 6
Major Hart
... 2 for 7
Capt. Willows
...
...
... 1 for 9
Capt. Wale ...
...
...
... 2 for 3
Lieut. Boucher
1 for 1
1ST BUFFS V. E.T.C.
Played on 30th September, 1926.
Result:—E.T.C. won by 1 wicket and 26 runs.
1ST BN. THE BUFFS.
Lieut. Boucher, b Milnes
Corpl. Perry, b Haines
2/Lt. Foster, lbw, b Kelly
Capt. Wilkins, c ? b O'Brian
Capt. Willows, st, b Kelly
C.Q.M.S. Hills, b Kelly
;.:
Sergt. Burville, c Baker, b Haines
Pte. Hammond, b Kelly
C.S.M. Farrow, c and b O'Brian.......
C.S.M. Williams, c ? b Kelly
Corpl. Glazier, not out.
Extras

Milnes
Haines
O'Brian
Kelly

32
14
1
3
11
7
2

C ? b Wale
b Willows
b ?
b Boucher
c Willows, b Hart
Extras.

The Annual Match took place at North Front. The Officers batting
first, made a total of 185. The chief scorers were —Capt. Willows,
79 ; Capt. Wilkins, 51 ; Col. Power and Col. Lucas both adding to the
score. We are sorry to hear that this is the Commanding Officer's
last cricket match, and the last of many Officers' v. Sergeants' cricket
matches in which he has played. Mention must be made of the brilliant
fielding of Gibo and Busty Crown ; it is said that Gibo intends to start
training for the ten mile crosscountry championship, after the running
about he had to do. It is needless to add that C.Q.M.S. Hills made his
usual stand of 46, but I think Capt. Wilkins must have had a few special
balls reserved for the remainder which fared rather badly. Perhaps
the lunch and light refreshments we had might have had something
to do with our poor score.
After tea, which was attended by a good many of our married
members' wives, the Sergeants followed on for another knock which
resulted in a comical display, Col. Power and Col. Lucas showing how
bowling should be done. Sgt. Bart caused some amusement by going
out to bat covered in cricket pads and with two bats, and in making a
total of one run. Mention must be made of the R.S.M.'s brilliant
fielding and batting display. We think that after that match there'
will be a keen competition for the Regimental side next season.
A very enjoyable game was played with our old opponents, the
Dockyard" club, resulting in our first win for three years with them.
We batted first and reached a total of 253 ; C.Q.M.S. Hills, 100
retired; Sgt. Burville, 51 not out; C.S.M. Barrow, 35 ;* 'G.S.M.
Williams, 28.
After a very pleasant tea we managed to get them out for 1#1 ;
rtiatilrs to the bowling of Tiffy Hailstone. Surely his googly balls
have been missed by the Test Match selectors. The wicketkeeping
of C.S.M. Farrow, who managed to stop one or two balls now and
again, must be mentioned. Of course Struddy Clayton was rather
upset by being superseded, but we think he has got/too much service
to be behind the stumps.
OFFICERS v. SERGEANTS.
OFFICERS.

Capt. Wilkins, c Clayton, b Burville
I,t. Voucher* b Truby
Lt. Foster, lbw, b Hills
Major Hart, c Gibson, b Truby
Capt. Willows, c Williams, b Hills......
Capt. Peareth, b Farrow.....
Col. Power, c Hills b Burville...
Col. Lucas, b Burville
Lt. Rose, c Hills, b Truby.
Lt. Dewar, not out
Capt. Wale, c Evans, b Hills.
Extras

51
19
3
5
79
. 2
2
2
7
10
0
5

Total
4
34
1
10
14
8
3
27
2
0
0
13

...116
0
52
0
0
0
...... 36
,2

7.

185
SERGEANTS.

C.S.M Williams, b Wilkins
Sgt. Gibson, run out..
C.S.M. Farrow, c Peareth, b Wilkins
Sgt. Crown, b Foster
Sgt. Truby, c Willows, b Wilkins
C.Q.M.S. Hills, b Wilkins.
Sgt. Burville, b Wilkins
R.Q.M.S. Evans, b Wilkins.........
R.S.M. Martin, b Major Hart
C.S.M. Mould, b Wilkins
Sgt. Clayton, not out
Extras..
Total

.

.

5
0
0
3
21
46
3
18
2
0
3
4

105

Sergeants' 2nd innings—70.
SERGEANTS v. DOCKYARD CLUB.
SERGEANTS.

R.Q.M.S. Evans, c Power, b Lane
C.S.M. Williams, c Quinal, b Lane
C.SJM. Farrow, b Dean
C.Q.M.S. Hills, retired.,
C.Q.M.S. Clayton, c substitute, b Dean,...
C.Q.M.S. Burville, not out...,*.,..

6
28
35
100
5
51

a
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225
3
9
2
4
2
8

C.S.M. Mould, b Darling
Sgt. Crown, b Darling
S'Sgt. Hailstone, b Darling.
Sgt. Hoiman, b Darling
C.Q.M.S. Dixon, b Darling
Extras
Total

253
DOCKYARD CLUB.

Mr. Lane, hw, b Farrow
Mr. Quinnell, Jnr., b Farrow
Mr. Darling, b Hills
Mr. Wolfe, b Hills
Mr. Griffiths, c Burville, b Hailstone...
Mr. Dean, c Crown, b Burville
Mr. Power, c Crown, b Williams
My. Quinnell, Sen., not out
Mr. Welton, b Hills
Mr. Porge, c Williams, b Hills
Mr. Reed, b Hills.....
Extras

11
10
38
20
9
15
39
11
12
4
o
12

Total

181

"A" COMPANY.
Here we are again, Editor, the Champion Company is anxious to
start broadcasting their troubles to the five winds. (The Drums are
back to South Barracks hence the fifth wind).
I must apologise for the absence of our notes, but I was under the
impression that the C.S.M. would be my deputy during the time that
I have been giving demonstrations on how to use the new " Safety"
Razors. Anyhow, it appears that his domestic troubles hold more
interest for him than the Dragon Notes so he promptly hands the
" Dido " over to me.
Now for the news. We have just lost quite a number of our Com
pany Sportsmen by reason of the fact that the time has come at last
for them to depart into civilian life.
I have not the time to spare to mention the different individuals
and their various talents, but I would like them all to accept the best
of wishes for their " tour of duty " in civilian life from everybody in
the Company who have still to soldier on.
Well, lads, don't forget to read the old Company Notes and always
remember the last couple of nights which you had in Gibraltar. Some
good friends ware lost on both sides when you left the " Levanty City."
Just to cheer the lads up a bit, a farewell concert was arranged
on the spur of the moment and considering the shortage of time the
" Quarter Bloke" and his merry gang worked wonders, everything
going off well, and we offer many thanks to the members of the band
and the artistes who helped to make the night a success.
Towards the end, amidst bags of handshaking, a couple of tears
started coming out and it is rumoured that the " Quarter Bloke"
attempted to catch these tears in a bucket for the purpose of washing
the Company Area down next morning.
We welcome the new draft to our fold and trust that they will enjoy
their tour of duty with the Company.
A second outing to Spain was organised, and as in the first case,
everything went off successfully. We offer many thanks to Capt.
Willows and everyone concerned for their kindness in organising these
trips to Spain.
If we have many more of these seatrips, we shall all be expert
" Bullnecks." On the first trip I managed to spoil a complete suit of
drill in the water, but during this trip, through skilful navigation,
I only spoilt my pair of trousers, so you can see we are improving.
Capt. Essell has left us to enjoy a wellearned leave In U.K. and the
whole Company wish him an enjoyable time; also that he may steer
dear of the law in regard to the speed limit.
Capt. Willows has returned from U.K. and is now Company Com
mander. I think the Company are indeed lucky in having either
Captains Essell or Willows as the guiding star.
We also extend a warm welcome to our C.S.M. and Family and also
a few of the lads on their return from leave.
In the sporting sphere we still hold our own and two prominent wins
of the Garrison are (1) Pte. Longhurst, 1st in the Command Open Mile
Aquatic Sports; (2) in the Naval Sports Open Mile Relay, our team
sneaked away with a first. The team comprised:—Lt. Foster (880
yards); Pte. Priestley (440 yards); Sgt. Burville (220 yards); L/c.
TiwuHn (220 yards) and great credit should be given to Mr. Foster
on his excellent display of running.
It may be noticed that all the above people are in No. 3 Platoon.
We have now started training for the Hoare Cup and I am sure
everyone will wish us success in retaining this trophy.
For the benefit of our lads in U.K. I am just mentioning that it is
still" Ex Bung " who is writing these notes, but as I see that a rival has
adopted this nomdeplume I shall hide my identity under the cover of

Company Cricket.

" QUARTER GUARD."

We have concluded theseason by beating "C" Company by 44 runs,
and " 23" by 130 runs.
We have therefore lost one match only which makes us level with
"14" Company, each receiving 4* points in the Harris Shield.

Things we want to know.

Who was the full N.C.O. who took a Big Ben alarm clock on 3rd
ripfig Shot Parade to time T.O.E.T. Tests ?
And does his face resemble a lighthouse ?
Who is Mrs. Gee ?

South Barrack Guard Room.

ir .

Time without recall
Have I listened to the call
That tells me to get outside South Barrack Guard Room.
The inspection being over
We commence to take over
The " Trophies" inside and Sentry Box outside South Barrack Guard
Room.
Checking the various assortment and mixture
Is worse than solving a Scottish League Fixture,
Still we must hurry, for the rest of tlie Guard are outside South Barrack
Guard Room.
It pays to think twice before signing the report
For there is many a fellow been what they call caught
For failing to have Buckets Fire 6 outside South Barrack Guard Room.
When on Guard one of our pleasures consists
In conducting a rough handful who violently resists
The idea of having a free night's kip inside South Barrack Guard Room.
Another pleasure and it causes much talk
Is to see the N.C.O. doing duty in his " Bird Cage Walk."
Which is another name for the steps outside South Barrack Guard
Room.
When the new Guard arrives be of good cheer,
But give the new bloke the tip when he is 15 paces clear
Or else he will be " down " outside South Barrack Guard Room.
And after dismounting about 9 in the morning^ 1
Don't go moaning if you have just had a warning
For 1/3 to be at Q.M. Stores to draw brooms,
You are only going to sweep outside South Barrack Guard Room.
" EXBUNG."

"B" COMPANY.
Notes ! Notes !! Notes !J! Here we are again. Since last
month's notes, Major N. S. Hart, Sgt. Osborne, and 27 other ranks
have been posted to the Company. A hearty welcome to them all.
On Tuesday, September the 7th, a party of 40 other ranks, headed
by Capt. N. G. Wale, prepared for a day's outing to " Sunny Spain."
The weather proved to be very nasty, the wind was blowing very strong
and the temper of the sea was in no way improved. The journey over
was not quite so bad, but the skipper of the Naval pinnace considered
it was too rough to land. Disappointment was felt by all, who quite
naturally, expected an enjoyable time. We returned to Gibraltar,
the journey being quite exciting. The temper of the sea had increased
and a rough return was experienced. The few that did not land with
a wetting, probably had empty stomachs. Better luck next time.
Leave has been granted to" the Company, and the undermentioned
proceeded to U.K. on Furlough during SeptemberLieut. Sankey9
Cpls. Richardson, and Phebey, L/Cpls. Cook, Morbley and L/c. Home,
and Privates Moat, Ovenden, Mallett, Humbles, Gale, Jordan, More
croft, Patterson, Hull and James.
We sincerely hope they have a good time, it is their last chance for
many a long day.
We were sorry to hear that Sgt. Hodgkinson was admitted to
hospital at the beginning of September. We sincerely hope that he
will enjoy his rest, which will enable him to make a speedy recovery.
Hurry up Hodgo, " old Soldiers never die."
The Battalion Aquatic Sports were held at No. 1 Dock on the 7th
and 8th September, and we succeeded in obtaining second place.
Congratulations to those who competed in the events.

McDouall Shield.
On September 11th, No. 5 Platoon met No. 7 Platoon in the final
of the cricket.
No. 5 Platoon won by 13 runs.

Harris Shield.
On September the 15th, we met "E.14" in a Harris Shield; we were
not quite so fortunate losing by a 100 runs. Please read on.
On September 23rd, during the Battalion Rifle Meeting, shooting
for the Harris Shield,took place. The Company took first place with a
fine score of 722 points, the next Company having only a score off *669,
a very fine performance. Evidently the team had their shooting
boots on. The undermentioned were the team :—
Capt. N. G. Wale, C.Q.M.S. R. Dixon, L/Sgt. F. Beg:, L/c. Foreman,
L/c. Humphrey, Pte. Isted, Pte. A. Wood, L/c. Whfte, Pte. Walker,
Pte. Cobbold.
The lastnamed were put in the team to make the number up, and
they are to be congratulated on the very fine performance they put up.
It is yet too early to talk about winning the Harris Shield, but still
we stand at least a good chance.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and men have left us for discharge
to the Army Reserve; we will certainly miss them, and wish them
every success in civilian life.—
Sgt. Briggs, Cpl. McCarthy, L/c.'s Mills and Church, Ptes. Madden,
Aldridge, Coughlan, Tompsett, G. Marriott, A. Hills, Hogben, Dim
mock, Hobbs, Beale, Hills, Owen, Stupple, Lay, Broad, Porter, Cozens,
Rush, Cobbold, Fane, Harris, F. Johnson, Gregory.
There can be no doubt about it, we lost some very good sports
men, and we must thank them all for what they have done for us in
the way of sports for the Company. The Battalion also suffers a great
deal in the loss of Pte. Madden, who really did put up some very fine
three mile running. We can only hope that the new arrivals will take
their places, as it is rumoured that there are some dark horses.
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Things we want to know.

The " Skipper " wangled us a couple of days' holiday, last month,
and, after a heap of trouble, we managed to obtain permission to spend
'em—picnicing in Spain. We were lucky in chosing two ideal days,
as far as weather was concerned, and we spent a most enjoyable time,
thanks to the " Quarterbloke's" efforts in the grub line. No party
is complete without some of the " fair sex " to grace its presence, so
of course, we had some of our Married Families along with us, in fact,
some of the blokes brought their " novias," and—well, what finer
place could one wish for, to " tell the tale," than " Dear old Sunny
Spain." Bathing was the order of the day and within two minutes
of landing on the long stretch of sandy shore, we soon converted it into
a miniature Southend. The energetic " hombres" soon raided the
" cricket bags," etc., and started a game, but I sneaked round to the
spot where the QuarterBloke was dispensing medicine (IndCoops,
too) and huge sausage rolls, etc., and gee, it was " buenos," even the
Skipper ate about a dozen of the rolls, so they must have been good.
(I hope he don't "pinch" me for libel). We finished the day tired,
sunburnt, and, er, happy, and the "lads" highly appreciated the
trouble " Roben" and "Tubby" and their several helpers had to
obtain such a successful outing for the Company.

Who does "James" argue with now that he and "Tubby" are
parted ?
To whom does " Jacky " flog the chocolate nowadays ?
Has Lizzie bought her white gloves yet ?
Is " Lar " still " bearing up " ?
Does " King" get any ?

" EL CALIENTE.'*

The poor old Company seems " pukka," topsyturvy, now that
the timeex. wallahs have left us. It appears uncanny to wander
round the barrackrooms and not hear the familiar voices of old
" Chocker and Ear," and the rest of them, saying, " Roll on Septem
ber." We all had a lump in our throats, when, with the drums beating,
the " Lads " marched to the quayside and we saw them for the last
time—poor old Burt was so upset, he even left his beer. They were
fine " blokes,"—sports, everyone of them, and we shall miss them
quite a lot when the Harris Shield events take place. Let us hope the
new Draft (to whom, all hail, etc.) can fill in some of the deficiencies.
Anyway, now that the football season has started we must endeavour
to build up our team with likely talent that the " Blighty Draft" have
brought out to us. I am expressing the wishes of everyone of ' 'C,"
when I say, now that the timeex. men are in the " Land where there
is no " Cover Offs,—right dress's," etc., I hope they all settle down
in " cushy " billets, and have a decent time.
" EL CALIENTE "

Well, Toffs, I guess the old Company is rather quiet now, but still,
losing such a fine lot of lads, and sportsmen, it is only to be expected.
Still we have got our tails up and will do our best to keep the sporting
reputation of the Company up ; never say die. We shall miss Buffy
Howard and his running of the danker footer team, which helped to
keep the Company well supplied with capable reserves. But still,
what is "C" Company's loss is " The Hammers' " gain, and I guess it
will be quite a usual occurrence to see Old Lars, and Buff Howard's.
hat trick for the Spurs and Hammers respectively.

Things we want to know.
When is Chokker playing for Middlesex and will Kent win the
Championship next year ?
Is Lar Jimmy Dimmock's new partner,and if not, why not, and does
he believe in ifit games ? (Enquiries to be made at Camp Bay on
Sundays only).
Bow.

The leaving of the Draft for home.

For weeks and weeks the N.C.O.'s and men of "C" Company whose
torn of service has expired, have been talking about the H.M.S.
Derbyshire which took them to Blighty on the 24th September, 1926.
Such sayings as " Roll on the Derbyshire " and " I will be glad when
the 24th comes," have filled our barracks with joy for those who have
gone. They were all anxious to go, until the morning of the 24th
arrived and then everything changed. Last nights' drinks were for
gotten and the thoughts came to everyone " Pals have got to part."
Even the youngest men. in the Company realised it. The kits
of the T.X. men were dumped outside and their bedding handed in.
Breakfast came, it was the last breakfast they had with the Company.
Kippers were on the menu, but somehow, they could not be digested.
After breakfast the Garrison Fatigues said goodbye to the draft before
they left for work. Then came a wait of half an hour, the order " Out
side all men proceeding to U.K., then we, the remaining 1st Battalion
realised that the mainstay of " The Old Third of Foot" had practically
gone. Next came a scene that I will never forget. It was soldiers,
whose term of service had made them men, who broke down and cried
like children. In many cases handshakes only were farewells as you
cannot wish a pal goodbye and good luck with a lump in your throat.
The roll was called. Bourne had not fell in ; where was he ? was
the question raised. He was discovered saying goodbye to a tear
stained boy of the Drums. C.S.M. Terry then called for markers,
but he could not shout as usual; perhaps he was affected too. He
then gave the order " get on parade," they all slowly fell in (crawled
on I thought).
The Commanding Officer then made a short speech. He wished
them luck. Three cheers were then called for; they could not be
called cheers, though, but it was the best that could be expected. Then
the drums marched them to the boat. Cries of " Solong Tubby,"
"SoLong, Lar Boy," "Goodbye, Bom," "Solong, Ginger," "Good
bye, Gibbo and Jim," Were raised, but they had a job to answer us.
"C" Company's little party with tearstained faces raised a cheer, but
it was a big effort on their part. We wish them one and all, good luck
and health in civvy life.
We miss them, words cannot describe how much, especially as we
try to settle down and soldier on, until our own turn comes.
F. WEAD.N.C.

"D" COMPANY.
During the early part of the month the Old Ship took on new hands
in the following :—
Corporal {Vye and Warren : Privates Brackley, Burnett, Ashmore,
Bailey, Ward, C. Wright, F. Wright, Tolhurst, Stevens, Rowntree,
Scott, Shillito, Pinder, Pullen, Oliver, Butler, Cole, Connor, Goddard,
Dolan, Ede, Ellen, Fishlock, Martin, McKay, Humphrey, Imeson,
James, Jelley, Blair, Bicker, Baker.
The above are all Young Bloods from the 2nd Battalion at Port
land. We hope they will all pull together and help to make the Com
pany a bit stronger at games, as it is understood that a lot of them are
very keen in that line. Some of them have already taken part in the
Battalion Rifle Shoot which was a success this year, but I cannot
Say too much about that as it will appear in another column. I should
like to mention that the Battalion Shooting Cup was won by
Pte. Hudson of No. 13 Platoon and we hope it will remain in
the Company as it is understood several of the Lower Deck Hands
are going all out for it next year.
We are looking forward to a good start in Football this season
and by the look of things we hope to run somewhere in the fight for the
Football Shield.
The Company hasalmost been renewed as we have lost the,following,
who were due for discharge and they embarked on H. f. Derbyshire
on 24th September, en route for the United Kingdom :— '
Pte. Madle, Cpl. Hills, L/c. Dunk, Pte. Newington, Pte. Mercer,
Pte. Kent, Pte. Fasham, Pte. Oylef, Pte. Hazell, Pte. Kirby, Pte. B.
Cook, Pte. Palmer, L'c. Crabb, L/c. Priest, Pte. Perkins, L/c. Parsons,
Pte. Quelch, Pte. H. Redman, L/c. Sayer, Pte. Sones, Pte. Stafford,
Cpl. Taylor, Pte. White, Pte. Aslett, Pte. Beal, Pte. Briggs, Pte. J.
Burnett, Pte. Boorman, Pte. Corley, Pte. Chacksfield, Pte.. Chapman,
Pte. Coleman.
We were sorry to lose them as they were all cheerful chums. We
hope that they will all get on in civilian life, although we know it is
hard to settle down after being in the Army.
Pte. Sparling has also been sent home, being an invalid. A change
of air might do him good, but he will not be able togo in for the Triangle
Competition, so R. Taylor gets the prize unopposed.
Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O., has now returned and once again he
is on the bridge of H.M.S. Don., and Lt. Dewar has proceeded to U.K.
on leave. We all congratulate him in getting a "D" on Weapon
Training Course. Also great credit is given to L/Cpls. Pointer (Old.
Joe) and Richards (Crongie) in obtaining a first at the last Weapon
Training Coursz.
Sgt. Gibson has again come forward to train the Boxers and no
doubt he will bring a few dark horses to light from the last draft. We
want them for we have lost nearly all our fighting men.
Pte. Blair has been transferred to "H.Q." Wing for the Band and
of course we wish him luck, but at the same time we are sorry to lose
him, as a little music in the canteen at Casemates would have brought
things up a bit.

Things we all want to know.
Are Officers' chauffeurs entitled to a salute ?
And is this the reason why " Long John " called up the Parade ?
Does the piston rod go right through the butt ? Ask Lizzie.
Did the Draft catch a " prod " on their Debit Sheets, and who
made " REDHOTS " £2 up. ?
How much longer will " Crongie " count time ?
Will Packman get married before he goes home in December ?
Where the Company Clerk and Company Storeman go when they
go out ?
Is it true that the Company Clerk is getting married, and will the
Storeman be best man ?
Who borrowed the inkpots from the Company Office and forgot
to put them back ?
What happened to the other sheet of Dragon Notes last month ?
Why is Errington and Robinson so keen in getting away on leave ?
Who said Packman was a blacksmith ?

SEAMAN.

The Company QuartermasterSergeant desires to inform those
concerned that there is no truth in the rumour regarding his divorce,
and it is time some people minded their own business.

"D" COMPANY DRAFT.
It is, I believe, an unusual occurrence for a draft to submit for
publication their own Dragon Notes, Dear Ed., but .we crave your
indulgence on this occasion as a rag time crowd of us came on the
September Draft and we have since heard news of interesting events
happening recently in the 2nd Battalion, which we feel call for a few
comments from us.
Firstly, we offer to " Our Alf " hearty congratulations on his rise
to the title of " Dada.'' We wonder if this is his first little trouble.
Congratulations also to Cpl. Miles (" Jimmie"), who we hear,
has plucked up enough courage at last to enrol in double harness. We
all wish him the very best of luck and may all his troubles be tiny mites.
(Like Father, like ?) We also hope he was wise enough to purchase
an Armoury suitable for use against "Rolling Fins" before taking
the " Reckless Step." I am asked to add the following note : From
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" Long John " to " Jimmie." You will have to said out a few tips
on Married Life now as I am shortly enrolling. We own a Company ! ?
here. " Nuff said." Phew ! talk about out of the frying pan into*the
fue. We are worse off for hills here than tbey are at the Verne, only
about 1,400 feet above sea level.
A glorious reception was arranged for us in the. dining halls which
took the form of a Royal Blowout, the Menu including Bags of Beer
and Pop. The question soon went round: " Do we get this every
day ? " ^ It was briefly answered the next morning at breakfast, For
further information enquire of " Ginger," "Mac Shavo," " Grub and
Co."
Who said that the 2nd Battalion was warm ? They want to try a
few of our parades. The Charleston Kick Step is all in vogue here,
and they have even cut the Charleston off for our benefit. It is a real
treat to see " Our 'Erbs " onestepping round the square.
.. Now, I think we will make our final bow, as we shall be
under Company arrangements next month. So, Cheerio, everybody !
Roll on the arrival of the next draft to relieve us off squad drill.

Things we want to khow.
How did " Alf " enjoy the shopping outing ?
And has he started on his " Jews Course " yet ?
Will " Jimmie " pay Bridport his usual visit now ?
What caused the flood on the quay side ? (Ask Esther and Frotski).
How does Bailey salute with a Rifle ?
When is " Eda " taking the " Black Cloth " ?
Who stated his height as 5feet 12 when last weighed ? (Ask Lizzie).
What is " Fishy's" interest in the Bristol ? (Kidnapping).
What caused Ginger to soldier "?
Has a certain C.Q.M.S. of the 2nd Battalion indented for eye
glasses ?
*
And when do the debit sheets arrive ?
Is " Micky " a good impersonator ?
And does a cardboard collar make him look a Winger ?
. Shall we be confined to Barracks as long through Khaki Alterations
as we wore with Drill Alterations ?
Or will the Tailor Work overtime ?

Cleaning.
Sung to the Air of : "All through the day I am Dreaming."
All the day I am cleaning
Equipment and rifle too,.
My rifle has got corroded
And I've lost my four by two.
On early parade next morning,
I get checked for a shave
Then get shoved straight on a big'Un,
Finish Up, Seven Days.
J. ELLEN. R.E.D.H.O.T.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.
Well, here we are again, appearing in print if not in person, which
is entirely our misfortune as we would prefer it vice versa. However,
as We are already on a world tour it is probable that we may appear
in the reader's vicinity at some future date, especially if our reader
happens to reside in that distant land of snakes and Punkah Wallahs,
but for the present we must " appear " only in print, for the fates have
decreed that we linger a little longer on the " Rock," ere we hie us away
to that happy land where (we hear), there is no " Levanter" and, well,
an equal scarcity of other species of " atmospherics.".
At "Casemates" we find things much to our liking, one very
obvious and much appreciated advantage being that we can return
after a festive evening in town, and find " Scud Hill" missing, a most
refreshing discovery when our feet are weary, and at times, somewhat
inclined to be wayward and " formfourish." Another great ad
vantage is that we are considerably nearer to the North Front Ranges,
where at present we are busily occupied with firing our Annual M.G.
Course, which, despite the work it brings us, is a rather enjoyable
occupation to the majority of us who like a little excitement and
diversion from the usual routine.
. Our Platoon Cricket XI. have had rather a quiet time during the
past month, but two. or three good games have thken place each time
with a naval team who were nosing around for a team to " scuttle "
or " wipe up." Twice we played H.M.S. Cormorant, losing each time
by a few runs to their much stronger team, after an excellent and
very enjoyable game.
We managed to register a win against H.M.S. Tormaline, however,
by a good margin of 60 runs. Of our total, we give much credit to
L/Cpl. Reed, whose Score of 109 saved the situation and put our XI.
on its feet after a doubtful start.
. Now, however, all the gunners are turning their minds to " footer "
and trial games are being played whenever possible with a view to
discovering new talent. If the talent of our "danker" team would
only equal their enthusiasm we should be "cushy" ; however, we
have great hopes of turning out not only a 1st team, but also a good
2nd XI. thisseason if all goes well, and as per schedule by our optimistic
enthusiasts.
In this concluding sentence, may I add that we welcome Lieut.
Reid back from leave in U.K. The advent of " Ashford Peter" is
also the topic of the day, but we want to secure his affection if possible,
as a precaution against meeting him without his muzzle, as we presume
his " muzzle velocity " is no mere trifle, to trifle with.
A. B. GINNER.

Things we want to know.
Is there any connection between the new " Issue Razor" and
"Safety First" precautions?
Who said that Dover was the place that let the Romans in ?
Does he happen to be a Londoner ?
Why do they call " IT " Dr. Williams ?
How is that Croydon policeman getting on ?
Also our ex.M.G. Storeman, and the irrepressible " Possie" ?
Who whispered loudly ?

THE BAND.
During the last month we have been busy finishing off our Harris
Shield cricket matches and have been successful in "winning all three.
Our last opponents were "E.23" the other half of our Company, but
somehow or other we always manage to beat them.|This, season our
hopes were not so bright, as we lost three out of four of "our leading
batsmen. But the old adage came true " There, are some dark horses
somewhere," which we found in the newlyjoined draft. I
"23." (58)—C.Q.M.S. Hills, 24 ; S.M. Farrow, 16 not out.
"14," (155)—Capt. Wilkins, 69; Cummins, 26; Vihcertt, 12;
Cross, 10.

Farewell Dinner.

 On Wednesday, September 22nd, we gave a farewell dinner to
our lads who were leaving us. Others present were :—
Xt.Col. Power, D.S.O.; Lt.Col. Lucas ; Major Hart; Capt. Wilkins ;
Capt. Peareth; Lt. Boucher; 2/Lt, Foster; R.S.M. Martin; C.S.M.
Farrow; C.Q.M.S. Hills; C/Sergt. Hall; Cpl. Perry, and a few friends
of the Band.
Enclosed is a Menu Card. The usual Orchestra played, at intervals,
when Cpl. Meakin, Bdsm. Haydon and the Bandmaster were having
a rest.
In closing, we wish all our late comrades the best of luck in their
future life.
W.J.L.
BAND 1ST BATTALION THE BUFFS.
FAREWELL DINNER.

Menu.
Clear Soup
Fillets of Sole
Supreme Sauce
Grenadines of Beef
Roast Turkey and Ham
Potatoes, French Beans
Cherry Tart
Cheese, Butter, Biscuit, Olives, etc.
South Barracks,
Gibraltar.
22nd Sept., 1926.

THE DRUMS.

Owing to the fact that our Correspondent has been in " Dock,"
the Notes are rather scarce.
We are very sorry to have been so unfortunate as to lose some of
our old comrades who have been with us so long. We wish them all
the very best of luck in their new life.
Welcome to the members of the last draft to our "Ancient"
family of " Skin " Wallopers and " Snake Charmers."
We had a very enjoyable Social with the Suffolks Drums during
last month, but rather a disaster for the worthy brothers, " Tubby,"
" Spimo," and " Gus." We are hoping to give the Suffolks a return
in the near future.
" Billy Acton" had rather a hard tussle to rope in " Titch Amos,"
not very big, but rather slippery when he is well oiled with neck juice.

Things we want to know.

Has " Grannie " heard there is a stripe going spare ?
Oh ! Bertie, where did you get that hat ?
When are we going to have those new marches out ?
Who was the Number ! who got up at 3 a.m, to clean his " Lewy
Gun." Was it Grannie ?
Oh ! Chinny, where did you get that chin ? Do you use a lawn
mower, instead of a razor ?
Did his chin get caught up with the bass drum one day ? * '
W.T.J .S.

SIGNAL SECTION:

I am sorry to say that these notes will be very short this month as
our usual representative has gone to the " Dixey Heights " of Lance
Corporal and I have obliged by taking on the job for this month.
The section is not very strong and is very unsettled at present
owing to leave and a Signal Scheme at Windmill Hill and Tangier.
We hope to be together soon, so that we can start kicking the merry old
football about; also to get our sixaside team ready for this year's
competition which we have great hopes of winnihg this time.
Congratulations to Dixvx on gaining his Lancestripe; may he
hold it long. Also to Dixon on winning the medal in "B" Class at
the Battalion Rifle Meeting. Well, there is nothing else so will close
down with a good G.B.

Things we want to know.

TUGUEX.

Is " Cobbler " really " courting " ? ,
; .
If so could he enlighten us ?
How long will " Tabs " hold his " P.P." ?
Is " Winks " making much at his Profession ?
And is Cricks going in partnership ?
What are " Slope Apes ? " Are they any relation to Rock Apes ?
Could " Griffosis " inform us with the tiiith ?'
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The 2nd Battalion.

our last notes
we
have spent
most of our time 'packing
arid unpacking for the
move to Aldershot* Port
land showed us its best
side as regards to weather
in contrast to when the
battalion marched in three
and a half years ago. It
is interesting to note that
of the officers who marched
in to the Verne, only six
veterans have survived,
(MUSKETEER *6£3
Captains Hamilton and
Howe and Lieuts. Lister,
Hoare, King and Knocker.
We left in two train loads and it was
pleasing to see the way in which the local
inhabitants turned out to bid us goodbye
and to feel that we had so many friends there.
The long train journey was relieved by a
very pleasant surprise which awaited us at
Southampton. When we stopped there we
found Col.Commandant and Mrs. Kennedy
on the platform to wish us the best of luck in
our new station. We do not think that
Southampton has ever heard louder cheering
than that which we gave them as we steamed
out.
At present we are still settling into our
new barracks which will be very nice soon.
We are looking forward to three years with
plenty of games. We have entered the
battalion in the Command soccer and hockey
leagues and we hope in our next notes to be
able, to give an account of their progress.
We offer our heartiest congratulations to
Lieut. Penlington on his wedding and hope
we shall soon have the pleasure of seeing them
both here. Captain L. P. Causten, M.C., has
joined us from the 1st battalion and Captain
E. H. Allen has come back to us after a long
period away. To both of these we extend a
hearty welcome. We sincerely congratulate
Sgt. Beal on being chosen to box for the Army
against the Irish Free State Army in Dublin
at the end of the month.
We hope to send a strong contingent to the
Past and Present Dinner on the 23rd, now
we are so close. We understand that our
colours are being taken up for the occasion.
BATTALION FOOTBALL.

Since the last publication of The Dragon the
Battalion side has taken part in three matches, two of
which have been lost and one won.
The first two were " friendlies " in which various
experiments were made and the third was our first
real competition match.

We played the 3rd Pack Brigade in the Aldershot
Command Senior League and although short of a couple
of our regular team, won a strenuous match by five
goals to three. May we keep this up.
We shall have plenty of football here as the
following competitions have been entered for:—
Aldershot Command Senior League; Aldershot
Command Junior League ; Aldershot Command Boys'
League; Command Coy. KnockOut Competition;
Aldershot Command Senior Cup and Army Cup and
in addition the Harris Shield Matches and the whole
lot will make a very full season for us.
Battalion

v.

"H.M.S. Vulcan " at Portland
" Friendly."

This was a good trial run for our team and showed
us our weaknesses. We lost 3—2, but it was a
delightful game and played in the very best spirit of
friendly rivalry.
Team: L/Cpl. Sanders, L/Cpl. Harper, Pte.
Bowyer, Pte. Spence, Sgt. Sidwell (Capt.), Cpl.
Saunders, Bandsman Day, L/Cpl. Coode, L/Sgt. Tutt,
Pte. Marsden and Pte. Goatley.
Battalion v. Dorset Regiment " Friendly."

Played the day after we arrived in Aldershot and
we lost 4—0. We did not have the best of luck
and our team was slow.
Team: L/Cpl. Saunders, L/Cpl. Harper, Pte.
Bowyer, L/Cpl. Bowman; Pte. Shelton, Cpl. Saunders*
Bandsman Day, L/Cpl. Coode, Pte. Garrett, Pte.
Marsden and L/Sgt. Tutt.
Battalion v. 3rd Pack Brigade R.A.* A.C. Senior
League.

Play started at a furious pace and soon we were
a goal down. We had not met such big players before,
but our team were very tenacious and would not be
knocked off their game, and we soon equalised, and
very shortly after took the lead.
The Artillery, playing very good football, equalised.
Again we led and again they equalised, the score then
being 3—3, but in the last quarterofanhour we got
two more goals with no response from the R.A.
although they never gave in.
All of our team played very well indeed and were
100 per cent faster than when we played the Dorsets.
Team: L/Cpl. Saunders, L/Cpl. Harper, Pte.
Bowyer, L/Cpl. Bowman, Sgt. Sidwell (Capt).,
Cpl. Saunders, Bandsman Day, L/Cpl. Coade, Pte.
Shelton, Pte. Marsden and Pte. Batstone.
SERGEANTS' MESS.

I am afraid nothing of any great outstanding
importance has occurred in the mess this last month,
with the exception of the move. We are gradually
settling down and the Mess getting a little bit straight.
The following members attended Lt. T. N. PenHngton's
wedding at Wargreave, a little village about six miles
from Reading:—Q.M.S. Ricketts, C.S.M. Simon,
C.Q.M.S. Taylor, C.Q.M.S. Austen, Sergeants Dowse,
M.M., Joy, Drm. O'Dell, Goodwin, Annan and Shoo
bridge. A move was made from the Veme at midday
on Monday, September 6th, via Weymouth, Dorchester,
Wimbome, Romsey and Winchester, where we pulled
up for tea and then on to Basingstoke and Reading,
staying the night at the Berkshire Depot and resuming
our journey on to Wargreave at 1 p.m. the next day.
After the wedding the party drew the bridal car to the
house where the reception was held. After many
snaps were taken and a very nice feed at the " local
pub," we journeyed back, arriving at Portland
at 1 a.m. on Wednesday, after a very enjoyable trip
of nearly 250 miles.
We handed over our old Mess at the Veme to the
Gloucesters on October 5th, after three and a half
years and many happy recollections of good times spent
there. Many friends were at the station to say the last
good-bye.

NOMIS.
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R.S.M. C. Vaughan.

FOOTBALL.
Corinthian Z's.
The second match of the season was played against the Drums who,
after a very exciting and close game won by three goals to two.
A specific byelaw was made in order that the " Old Bean " would
be able to play. The strict rule is that no one under the rank
of Sergeant can play for the Corinthian Z's, but, owing to the fact that
the " Old Bean " is the Official Correspondent and an Honorary Member
of the Club, an exception was made, and as a great honour he was
permitted to play.
In the first few minutes of play, our gallant Captain, Lt. Lister,
hurtled his way through the opposing defence and sent a stinging shot
into goal, which unfortunately hit the crossbar. The rush of air caused
by the ball completely dazed the goalkepper and all our gallant Captain
had to do was to head it in, oh the rebound.
Unfortunately our opponents soon equalised, and then ensued a
dingdong struggle. Our brilliant goalie shortly afterwards let another
one through. It always takes at least two goals for our goalie to get
used to the brilliant official sweater. When he did manage to stop a
goal, Wally Beasley yelled out, " Well done, the ' Earwig Brand."
The " Old Bean " was also quite a star turn and he gave a wonder
full exhibition of how to head a ball, which caused everyone to
laugh so much that the tears ran down their backs.
At halftime the score stood at 21 against us. Shortly after the
beginning of the second half we were awarded a penalty which Wally
took. He scored from a beautiful ground shot which completely beat
the goalie. Unfortunately our opponents soon afterwards scored
another goal. Despite herculean efforts on our part and dashing run
throughs by our Captain, we failed to score another goal, although
our Captain nearly scored, after beating half the field, but, unfortunately
overan himself at the last few yards.
After the game, our Captain called for three cheers for the " Drums "
which were heartily given and were returned by the " Drums." The
Captain then congratulated all the team on their splendid efforts and
said everybody had played very well.
On Friday, 24th September we played one of our usual Test Matches
against the " Officers' Servants."
SENSATIONAL VICTORY OVER THE OFFICERS' SERVANTS.

This match, which is one of the regular fixtures of the Club, was
played in ideal weather. Always before we have had to bow our heads
in defeat, but owing to the splendid team work and clever tactics of
our Captain and Founder, we scored an overwhelming victory, witming
two^goals to Nil.
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Mr. C. B. Hewett.
FIRST WIN OF THE SEASON.

It used to be one of the rules that we must not win, but only draw
or lose. This season it has been definitely decided that we should win
if we could. This game has proved that the Corinthians can win if
they wish to do so. Many people were sceptical about it, but this
game was an eyeopener for them.
SPLENDID WORK OF THE NEW GOALIE.

Lt. D'Arey Symonds held the responsible position of Goalkeeper
to the Corinthian Z's and fully justified the Club in their choice. Also
he was well worth the huge transfer fee of twenty pints which were paid
for him. During the first half of the game he did not have very much
to do, as we were bombarding our opponents goal and practically all
the play was in our opponents' half. But during the second half,
when they had the advantage of the wind, he showed his true form.
He punched the ball out, caught it and threw it out in true Rugby
style, dashed out and cleared, in fact, played like a pro.
THE CAPTAIN SCORES A GOAL.

During the second half, about five minutes before time, the Captain
hurtled his way through about six of the opposing side and with a
mighty kick, sent the ball whizzing into the net. much to the surprise
of himself and everyone else.
We must record the fact that an old Corinthian Z, who has been un
able to play lately owing to injuries, has returned to the fold. This is
Lt. Turner, who played back with Lt. Cass. Unfortunately we still
have one of the original team on the injured list in the person of Lt.
Knocker. We hope to see him take the field in the near future.
O.S.

CORPORALS' ROOM.
We must apologise for lack of news and plead that, owing to the
move, there has been " nothing doing " as regards the Corporals. We
had a photograph taken just before leaving Portland and were fortunate
in having our late C.O., Col. Kennedy, C.M.G., D.S.O., in the Group.
It is with great regret that we say goodbye to our very popular Colonel,
but we all congratulate him on his step up the " ladder of fame," and
we know full well that it will not be the last one. We all wish him every
success and happiness in the future.
We are now settled down in our new Quarters at Aldershot and
beginning to look around. No doubt, when the winter season is in
full swing and we get to know our fellow neighbours more, we shall
find plenty to do.
The " Old Bean " once more occupies an official position in the Mess,
as Treasurer. This is for the " fourth time of asking." Cpl. Knights,
D.C.M. is our noble President.
Owing to lack of news we must needs draw to a conclusion, but hope
next month to write more.
O.S.
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"A"„ COMPANY.

I am afraid our notes this month must be very brief, as, except
for the move to Aldershot, very little out of the ordinary has happened.
As usual,; on such occasions everybody was very busy; what with
packing up ; handing itt and weighing baggage, checking and handing
over stores, etc. However, everything went off alright and we
eventually arrived at Aldershot safe and sound. I am not going to
dwell on the " Move*" or pur doings hae, as' I anticipate The Dragon
being full of it, and!am afraid anything I should write about it would
only bore the reader.
Certainly having now had an opportunity to cpmpare our new
Station with Portland, I think the majority would prefer to be in the
latter place. The married families would, I know; and I think most
of the single ones too> especially those who left "little bits of fluff
behind. We have hot been blessed with the best Gf weather hare,
and it is much colder, which of course makes it rather more depressing
than would otherwise fee the case.
We welcome to the Company Capt. E. H. Allen and Lieut. C.
Haggard, the former from "B" Company and the latter from D
Company.

We also hold but the " horny palm " to Ptes. Brinton, Smith,
Porley, Pollard, ChippSmith, Spears, Lott, Crouch and Harrington,
who have just johied us from The Depot.
L/Sgt. Wright, Tregret to say, has been admitted to hospital suffer
ing from appendiGitif. He is, I understand, making satisfactory

"B" COMPANY.
We have nothing of outstanding interest this month except that of
transferring our quarters from The Verne to Blenheim Barracks,
Aldershot., The journey seemed satisfactory, and everything went off
" Regimentally."
.
We played our; frrst football match of the season against
"D" Company, whgi We did very well to draw 22. "Tutt" wa|
again, as usual, the outstanding feature,in the attack, with " Bill
defending vigorously.
Our team has beat dravpiagainst "B" Company, The Norfolks,
in the Aldershot Command Football Knockout Competition, and
it is up to our " budding youngsters " to keep up the motto of the
Company—" Vigour and speed."
Sgt. Beal deserves hearty congratulations on beating Cpl. Gracie
in the Boxing held in the Command Gymnasium. He certainly was
" a bit off colour," but nevertheless he won.
. _

"C" COMPANY.
Here we are in the centre of military activities at Aldershot,
although our first impression of our new station is not a favourable
one.
We were always grumbling about the hill we had to climb when
returning to barracks at Portland, but there were many sad faces
(and probably hearts) when we marched through Portland to the strains
of " The Girl I left Behind " and " Auld Lang Syne," to entrain for our
new station.
Still, we left Portland on the 7th October knowing we had left
. behind a good impression amongst the civil population, who were very
sorry to have to sever connections with the battalion.
We were met at North Camp Station by the band of the Norfolks,
and had just time before dark to see, and in some cases admire, our new
surroundings.
Up to the present we have done little else but try to get settled
down comfortably here, sport, etc., having been rather curtailed, but
next month we hope to be able to relate how we fared in regard to our
neighbouring regiments.
Cpl. Harvey (our late scribe) has left,us, on proceeding to the Depot
on a tour of duty. We are sorry to lose him, but we all wish him the
best of luck.
We welcome to the company, Lieuts. D'Arcy Symonds and N. E.
Hoare, both excellent in sport, so should*be able to help us in the en
deavour to become champion company this year.
It is nice to see our C.Q.M.S.'s wife (Mrs. Taylor) about again, and
we hope that she will be favoured with good health in this station.
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Cronin and Cpl. Knights, D.C.M., on the
birth of a son and daughter respectively. " Paddy " will be alright
for a batman now.
Pte. Litton, having left us for civilian life, we take this opportunity
of wishing him the best of luck. We also welcome to the Company
Cpl. Letts and three men from the 1stBattalion who are now enjoying
a.spell of home comforts. Unfortunately they will not be with us long,
because they are practically due for discharge.
The first annual leave party left us to proceed on furlough oh the
12th, lucky fellows !!1 We hope they will enjoy themselves and that
they will be favoured with fine weather.
Lieut. D'Arcy Symonds and the majority of our N.C.O.'s are under
going a W.T. instructors' course. Let us hope we have some good
 results, to shdw that the " Soda Water Company " can do it.
Sgt, McNeir, Cpl. Baker and L/c. Salsbury have sat for their 1st
Class Certificates Pf Education, and we hope that they have suceeded in
obtaining them, as they look nice in a frame'. For example, visit the
company stores during your spare moments.

Company Sport.
Owing to our move, activities in this department have been rather
cut out, and during the month we have played only one football match
versus "H.Q." Wing.
.
In the first place both teams arrived on the field minus a ball, which
had been packed up. After scrounging round "B" Company we
finally managed to raise one, and ware unfortunately defeated 43.
We tried some experiments with the newtalent supposed to be
hidden, but as the resultshows it has yet to be unearthed.
We are looking forward to plenty of sport this month and hope
to record satisfactory results next month.

Things we want to know.

Is Aldershot relative to Gibraltar ? (Ask " Bug.")
Why does a certain N.C.O. study the progress of the strike ?
And is his interest summed up by " Dukes " ?

F.S.

"D" COMPANY.

Here we are again, all merry and bright, and settled down in our
new barracks in Aldershot.
The biggest part of the Company are now on leave, and of course
the others are having ratha a busy time of it, but it is all done with a
good heart, and everyone seems to he enjoying life.
We are to lose the best part of our old hands, as there are some
where about thirty of the company leaving us to join the 1st Battalion
at Gibraltar. We are awfully sorry to lose these men as the biggest
part of our football team are amongst, them, but no doubt we will find
some new,taJent in the younguns, to take their places.
We have yet another "poor old married Man" in our Company,
Cpl. H. Miles, and we all wish him the very best of luck and may all his
" children," I mean troubles, be little ones.
We all welcome to our Company Capt. Cawst, and we hope he will
find our Lads, the same as our other dimipany Commanders, i.e., " The
Best." We also welcome to our Company, Cpl. Honeywejl, and we all
congratulate him on his promotion and hope he will still continue to
climb the. ladder of success.
L
Once again we may hold our heads up high, and say we belong to
the best shooting company.
We haye received another increase to our company, and Cpl. Perrett
and the four men who have joined us, will have a very good time. ^
There are a good many of our N;C.O.'s now on weapon training,
and we all hope they will pull through alright.
The C.Q.M.S. is shortly going on leave and we all trust he will have
a very good time. .


We welcome to our midst SgL Hodges, who is at present Sergeants'
Mess Caterer,


C.E.N.

THE BAND.

By the time these notes are printed we hope to be settled in Aider
shot. We are very sorry .to leave the Verne, especially as Ned, Ginger
and Taffy are so nearly married and expecting to takeova the manage
ment of the "T" Hotel between them. Also because we are leaving
many good friends, amongst the female sex especially, behind us.
We are wondering if some of the girls are eagerly awaiting the arrival
of the " Glosters," if so, it will be a case of, " Off with the old love,
and on with the new.
In between the numerous fatigues and working parties, we have
found time for a littlefootball. We lost our first game to "C" Company,
32. In the " Return " match we played in canvas slacks and won
32. Our boys are training in earnest and should win the Aldershot
Boys' League with a bit of luck and the help of Boys' Rayment and
 Lazard who are on the top of their form at present.

Things we want to know.

Where did " Darky Ginger " get his box creases from ? Does he
feel all there, and when is he putting the patent on the market ?
What does Ned use to soften his boots for marching ?
Did Rogers see Sparks home at Bristol ?
When does the Indent appertaining to Wolf's ear come back ?
Who was it that escorted his girl to prison ? Ask Count.
Is Pimp expecting a drop in the price of beer when Ned and Ginger
enter the trade ? If so, why ?
When will L/Cpl. Cary break his neck ?
Who is the man of the band who is getting readyfor Manoeuvres by
completing Night Operations on engagement ?
Does Cock know how many Glosters his Fiasco has been with, and
does he still believe in her honesty of purpose ?
Has Boot been offered a job with the Rose Marie Company yet
and will there be a vacancy when he leaves the service ?

CRUSADER.

" WIND DISTURBERS."

At last we are at the dear old place everyone was looking forward
to seeing. It is not bad to look at, any way and I should think that
our flower gardens between the Bungalows will look smart when once
we gfet going. All the lads are at present on leave, but as soons as they
return we intend to get stuck into it and make as good a show in this
Brigade as we did in the 9th. Sorrell took ova.Storeman for a few days
but now he trots off on leaveso we are to put Prof. Barnes in afta being
senior mess ordaly for a week.
We have had it pretty wet since we arrived here. Of course it must
be expected (we've moved).
Congratulations to our old Signalling Offica on getting 2nd place
on, the Weapon Training Course just previous to leaving The Verne.
Sgt. Cox was on his heels being 3rd. Now they are on the Lewis Gun,
which is a bit different, but we hope they master it. I cannot disturb
the air enough to write any more this time. I shall have more next
time when we get the young hands started.
FLAGS.
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No 12 Platoon—Winners Whittaker and Peareth Cups.

Beneath Bell Harry.

T

HB past month has
seen several changes
on the staff of the Depot
and we have had to bid
farewell to Captain Cook
and Lieut. Spear. We
wish Captain Cook and
his family the best of good
fortune in civil life ; they
are living in Canterbury
at the moment, so we hope
not to lose sight of them
altogether. Lieut. Spear
sails on November 12th to
join the 1st Battalion. We
wish him the very best
of luck and feel sure that
he will enjoy life as much
in the Bast as he did at
Canterbury.
We extend a welcome to Captain and Mrs. Corney
and to Lieut. P. G. Crozier, who joined us last month
and hope that they will have a very happy time at the

Depot.

There was a very good gathering at the Regimental
Golf Meeting on October 5th and 6th, and consequently
a number of visitors to the Depot, including Captains
Morley and Morgan, Lieuts. King, Williams and Fox.
It was a great pleasure for us to have Colonel Baton
staying in the Mess for a week early in October. He
is returning to Malorca almost at once, we understand.
MajorGeneral Sir Henry Hodgson made his annual
inspection of the Depot on October 12th and expressed
himself as satisfied with all that he saw.
Foot and Mouth disease and the general hardness
of the ground have interfered with cubbing and the
drag meets, but the outlook is rather brighter now.
Shooting is in full swing and birds are plentiful.
The Depot Football team is shaping very well and
with practice should prove to be a useful side.
Congratulations to Sgt. Ongley on his perform ace in
the recent Canterbury to Dover road race, in which
running for the Canterbury Athletic Club he finished
fourth out of a field of 25, winning a very fine silver
medal.
Captain Rice is busy with preparations for the
boxing tournament on 4th November, which promises
to surpass last year's meeting.
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I,.. LE VERGUIER* OCTOBER 2nd* 1926.
rpH^tifis were afforded the opportunity of being
1 represented at the unveiling;' of the memorial to
the 24th Division in which the 8th Battalion played
such a gallant part for two and a half years/ The
memorial consisted of a tower to the village church.
' Drummer Simpson, of the Depot, who served for some
[time in the 8th Battalion, was our representative.
: ; Le Verguier was
place for the memorial
|as it was during the great German offensive of March,
! 1918, that the 24th Division covered itself with such
glory.
The representative party of 45 men of the 24th
: Division with Captain Chevalier in charge, left Victoria
|on October 1st, arriving at Amiens the same day, where
'they were met by General Sir John Capper. The
following morning the party left Amiens for Le
! Verguier, where they arrived by charabanc at about
[11.15 a.m.
 The villagpwas decorated in honour of the British
visitors, who %ere welcomed by the Mayor and leading
citizens at the Town Hall. The ceremony of unveiling
the French memorial opposite the Mairie was then
proceeded with. This memorial not only bore
testimony to the gallant French Army, but on it was
specially mentioned the heroic conduct of the 24th
Division. As the unveiling took >place, so the bells
of the church tower, the British memorial, began to
[peel.

../ ;

.+

'

.

I regret the paucity of the notes this month, but
" material" has been somewhat hard to find. Heiifce
I must respectfully ask the Bditor to make it look a Jot
by not relegating them to the smallprint variety,
which, I might add, is a real eyesight test for those of
us who cannot boast of a better light than one 18 C.P*
in the living room. I hope to be able to make a better
show next month.
CORPORALS' MESS.
Our first Whist Drive was held in the Mess on October 3rd, and
seventeen tables were in play. This is a promising opemng °fthe
Season. A very pleasant evening wasspent. One member oltne Mess,
L/Cpi. Foad, was successful, but had hard luck in cutting for first
place.
Tuesday; October 12th was the day fixed for our farewell Smoker to
Cpl. Gillett and Cpl. Parrett., We must say how grateful we are ior
the talent which made the evening a success. The programme was
as follows
1. PIANO ...
...
Overture
...
...
2. SONG
...
..." Old Fashioned Town'*
~ ... CPL. EDGE
3. SONG ...
" Blind Boy"
...
...
4. PIANO
Selections
... . ...
?CPL. IS**®
5 SPEECH
...
R.S.M. POTTER
6. MONOLOGUE " Zoological/Recollections"
L/CPL. CHAPMAN
7. MOUTH ORGAN SOLO &STEP DANCE
8. SONG
...
... " Navana"
...
9. RECITATION " Steam Roller"
...
10. SONG
...
" Red Devon "
...
11. SONG ... ' ...
Selected...
12 STORIES
...
....
... .
13. TOAST ... " The Corporals"
...
14. TOAST ...
" Our Guests"
...
15 SONG
...
Selected' ... 
16. SONG
...
" White Star"
...
17. SONG
" Admiral's Broom"
...
18. MOUTH ORGAN SOLO .;.
 
H,
19. RECITATION " The Hole in the Road
20. SONG ...
The Joker
...
...
. GOD! SAVE THE KING.

R..
...

...

... SERGT. AIRS
SERGT. MANDERS

« ^ERGTLr

... SERGT. MANDERS
...
MR. BARROWS
... SERGT. RID^EWAY
... _ R.S.M. POTTOR
CPL, RICHARDSON
... .
 CPL. EDGE
... SERGT. MANDERS
... FCTE.
BARROWS
"
E' ^
...
SERGT. BRIGHT
MR. BARROWS

j Addresses were made by the Mayor, :Sir* John
Capper and a senior French officer. The ^village
children carried out a choral programme and laiid
wreaths a£ tbjg :fopt of the memorial arid the ceiemdny ?
Was brought ,to a conclusion by the playing bf
the guests of the eyenttg were,«Uled upon for, a speeyh.11 We
French and British'1 national anthems. : ; ^^ 5kt Both
hardly say how much we shall miss them* and that we wish them
Subsequently the Mayor entertained the
[ the very best of luek ^t Aldershot.
b CrC
great hospitality at the town hall, after which the flafty
amidst
the
cheers
of
the
villagers.
left for Amiens
. Trapped MEN'S NOTES. '
^
i
SERGEANTS' MESS.

Sometime during the next month (November) „we
are to attend in force at a Cork Club Supper, followed
by a "Smoker," in royal style, as a sendoff to
a popular comrade in the person of Cr.Sgt. Bdwards.
" Nipsy " (not to be confused with " Nippy " of
Lyons advertisement fame) is leaving us on being
discharged to pension after 21 years' service, and I am
Sure that all his comrades, as well as his numerous
civilian friends, will wish him the very best of luck in
civilian life.
The Corporals invited us to a " Smoker " held on
12th October on the occasion of Corporals Parrett and
Gillett leaving the Depot fot reposting to the 2nd
Battalion. It was a most enjoyable evening.
Our first fortnightly Whist Drive takes place on
19th October. I have mentioned this in case any of
our friends are doubtful as to the dates on which we
shall be holding the Whist Drives during this season.
During the month, exR.S.M. W. H. Cooke paid
a visit to the Depot, as also did exSgt.Shoemaker
Brooshoft and exSgt.Cook Webb. We were very
pleased indeed to see them.
Sgt, Bailey of the 4th Battalion was attached to
the Depot last month for a short Course of Instruction
in Weapon Training; we trust he benefited
accordingly.
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Maplesden on having
passed O.I. at Hythe. He is now busy imparting his
knowledge of W.T. to a class of junior N.C.O.'s, .
Sgt. Dennis (1st Battalion) has also returned from
Hythe and is at present anxiously awaiting em
barkation orders for Gibraltar.
v* 
;

The 1st Battalion sent about 150 of their men home this month,
and this included seven 6f their regimental players; these men having
finished their service withtfceLReghnenti m^^
Our sports officer, Capt. Rice, arranged a match with the 1st
Battalion Dr aft and The Depot. After a keenly
the
ghme ended in a draw. This was quite a good match, both sides com
bining well, and the Draft proving that the voyage home had done
them no harm, through their week's absence from footer.
Our next match was with the R.A. Force at Manstone ; apparently
there was some mistake as to who should have played against us at the
Manstone Station, but we played the Station 1st team eventually,
and after a plucky display lost 131.
?
The next match saw us playing against our old friends, St. Edmund's
College, and there was some bad playing in this match which resulted
in the Depot losing 31.
The Trained Men are starting their Winter Whist Drives. Pte.
Wise again being elected President and Ptes. Lamming and Smith
VicePresidents. We hope to make the Drives a success this year ^
they were last year.
We regret to have to announce that two of our old stalwarts oLthc
Depot, have left us for the 2nd Battalion, namely Pte. Steel and>pte.
Turner. We wish them the best of luck in the 2nd Battalion.
+j
Hockey has started again and our first match was with the Cavalry.
After a good gaine, the Depot lost by two goals, Sgt. Sidwell from the
2nd Battalion playing a good game in goal.
Capt. Rice has entered the Depot in The Cinque Ports. League
and also the Hythe Charity Cup. We hope to find some talent from the
recruits to enable us to piull off both Competitions; .still we will try.
We welcome Capt. Corney to the Depot and hope his stay here will
be a happy one, Capt. Cook having finished a few weeks back, The
latter will be missed by the " kiddies " in quartets.
.
Our farthingfclub is going jolly well, and there arestill one or two to
be caught yet ; we are keeping our eyes open for the R.S.Major mid
Goaker. . We hope to go to France next year, on the,Fujids r
„
Congratulations to Punch Allen onjfoii^ing a young ^BugJnto 
this " happy world," may his troubles he,short und. the " wafis^+Ong.
Also to our Champion long distance runner of the C.A. CJujh on
producing the winner of the Canterbury to, Dover Runs, himselfdding
well by running fourth nearly all the distance, namely S&t Ongly,
an ardeht supporter and trainer of the Canterbury Athletic Club.
^

361

THE DRAGON

The wedding of Mr. T. N. Penlington and Mrs. Routley.

The 4th
rpHE month of October

1, completes the Terri
torial Training year, and
bounties are payable to all
efficient
soldiers
next
month. We have therefore
completed all onr drill and
musketry and can look
back with satisfaction at
the last twelve months.
Full musketry figures are
not yet to hand, but we
increased all round.
We
have not dropped very
many since we got up to
strength and are, in fact, over strength in
officers. The Head Quarter elements are very
little below strength and the technical training
required for Machine Gunners, Signallers,
Transport and the like, is satisfactory and has
produced efficient units. We very much hope
that before long it will be possible to group
these units definitely into one Company, as

[By Angus Faith,
5 Hanover Street.

Battalion.
the H.Q. Wing. But, of course, we cannot
look back without regret at the cancellation
of annual training. The results are far
reaching so that in spite of a satisfactory
record in other respects, the year must
inevitably appear rather as a blank in onr
postwar record.
Your correspondent would have been glad
if he could have announced the winners of the
Harris Shield and the Battalion Musketry
Trophy, and the Recruiting Shield. It looks,
however, as though "B" Company are fairly
certain of the Harris and Recruiting Shields
and "C" Company of the Musketry.
As announced last month, a tactical
exercise was held at Sittingbourne on the 9th
—10th October which proved a great success.
Some seventeen officers attended and nearly
ninety N.C.O.'s. The majority attending were
accommodated under arrangements made by
Capt. Dean in the Drill Hall at Sittingbourne.
All went without hitch and wre understand
all ranks spent a happy weekend. The
exercise was preceded by an Officers' Dinner
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at the local hotel, where we were glad to meet
again.  The exercise itself lasted all Sunday
and we hope was of interest and of value.
The Brigade Commander was a witness and
helped with much valuable criticism and
advice. This was the second exercise held
during the summer, which were designed to
replace, as far as possible, the loss of training
and associations, owing to cancellation of camp
and it is believed they fully accomplished their
purpose.
The only other event of general interest
was the visit of our corps of Drums to Ton
bridge on the 25th September, to take part
in the Torchlight Tattoo organised by the
4th Battalion the Royal West Kent Regiment.
This, we understand, was a very great success
from all points of view and our drummers
lived up to the high standard that we expect
of them and at the same time enjoyed
themselves.
2/Lieut. W. J. Rickards has joined the
Battalion and spent his first day with us at
Sittingbourne,
where
he
unfortunately
damaged his knee. He is to take over the
Transport.
2/Lieuts. Iggleden, Parish and Cheney all
qualified in the practical part of their
Certificate "A" examination and we hope will be
equally successful next month in the written.
And now we must turn to and start off our
winter chills in preparation for next year's
camp which, we understand, may be at
Colchester.
"A" COMPANY.
Ramsgate Detachment.

Winter drills have started, Band practice fairing place on Tuesday
evenings under Corporal Collins, from 8 to 8.30 and Miniature Range
Practice for remainder of Detachment, under Sgt. I,. Jennings. A
Silver Spoon and Buff Regimental Tie is monthly offered by Captain
Witts for the best and secondbest score. From 8.30 to 9, the N.C.O.'s
attend Sand Table Exercise under O.C. Company, and Other Ranks
Musketry, under Sgt.Instructor Buxton, whilst on Thursdays, one
hour's Section and Platoon Drill in uniform is performed.
Corporal Ashby and Privates Williams and Gisby have recently
returned from a month's Weapon Training Course at the Depot which
they have greatly benefited from and thoroughly enjoyed.
Dances are held every Saturday night, admission being free to all
Toritorials in Uniform and a charge of ninepence is made to their
friends. These dances are very popular and well patronised.
Dragons are obtainable from Coiporal F. Hammon, 1 Eagle Hill,
Ramsgate, who is anxious to increase his sales.
We are pleased to hear our cheery Skipper is shortly coming to
reside in Ramsgate and we are grateful to him for his untiring energy
and the long journey he has undertaken on our behalf three times a
week from Deal for the past three years.
" CAMEL REYNOLDS."

Platoon Editor.
Lost.—A Quartermaster : anyone returning same to "A" Company
will be suitably rewarded.

Herne Bay Platoon.
There is nothing known to be doing in the Social line, but great
hopes are entertained that Herne Bay Detachment will answer our
remarks by arranging a Dance and Miniature Rifle Matches, with local
Teaujs and so arouse local interest, which, judging by the meagre
attendance at Drill, needs reviving. What other Platoons can do
Herne Bay can do if it tries as it possesses some of the most efficient
N.C.O. s in the Battalion.

"ONLOOKER:"

Sandwich Platoon.
On Thursday evening, the 30th September, Captain C. F. S. Witts,
"A" Company, entertained some 30 N.C.O.'s and Men to Tea at the
Ship Hotel, which after a few songs, was followed by a Miniature Range
Competition, a Silver Spoon being given for the highest score and
Buffs' Regimental Tie as second. After keen competition, L/Cpl.
Burch won the Silver Spoon with a score of 17 out of a possible 20;
Pte. Newton was second with 15 out of 20, Regimental Tie. Amongst
those present were C.Q.M.Sergt. Twyman, Sgt.Inst. Buxston and
PlatoonSergeant Elvery.
The Sandwich Platoon now number six N.C.O.'s and 31 Men. In
order that the whole of Fishers Gate may be used as Club Rooms, the
Kent Territorial Army Association fire building an Armoury and
Orderly Room in the Drill Hall itself, which work is now being carried
out by Messrs. T. T. Denne, Ltd., of Walmer. It is hoped to'have an
official opening in November followed by a dance in the evening:
R.R.

Desert Battle Recalled.
The memorial cross in St. George's Churchyard, Ramsgate, was
on Saturday afternoon the scene of a brief and simple ceremony of
remembrance.
A small party of "A" (Thanet) Company, 4th Territorial) Battalion
The. Buffs, placed at the foot of the cross a beautiful floral wreath,
in memory of the N.C.O.'s and men of the i/4th Battalion The Buffs,
who gave their lives in the action fought at Waht, Arabia, on the 25th
September, 1915.
There were present in uniform at Saturday's ceremony Capt. C. S. F.
Witts (commanding "A" Company), R.Q.M.S. C. J. Mullett (late 2/4th
Battalion), Sergt.Instructor E. Buxton, M.M. (2nd Battalion and
Permanent Staff, 4th Battalion), Corpl. F. W. Hammon, and Drummer
Home. Others in attendance in mufti were Sergt. L Jennings, Cirpl.
Reynolds, exCbrpl. W. Diddams, and Pte. Lambert.
The uniform partylined up in front of the cross and saluted. Corpl.
Hammon, while the remainder stood at attention, advanced and placed
the wreath on the plinth of the cross. A second salute was given, the
Territorials turned sharply about, and dismissed, and the ceremony
was completed.
UNDER FIRE IN THE DESERT.

The act of remembrance recalls a gallant exploit in which ten
Territorial Buffs lost their lives eleven years ago..
At 4.30 a.m. on the 25th September, 1915, the Battalion of The Buffs
moved from Sheikh Otham, Arabia, to attack the village of Waht,
strongly held by Turks and Arabs. After a ninemile march across a
waterless and shadeless desert on an exceptionally hot day, The Buffs
came under shrapnel fire when parallel with the village, of Addbrb, and
at fifteen hundred yards southeast of Waht came under rifle fire.
After a sharp engagement, they turned out the enemy garrison of
Waht, consisting of some 700 Turkis, four guns, and 1,000 Arabs, and,
after destroying the defensive positions, received orders to retire at
11.30 a.m. They reached the British position at Sheikh Otham at
6 p.m., having been under artillery and rifle fire from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The whole battalion suffered greatly from heat, sand, and sun,
having covered a distance of some 21 miles in one day.
The Territorial Buffs' casualties in Arabia, apart from wounded >
were:—
Died of wounds—Sergt. T. Brazier, and Pte. L. H. Fuller.
Died of heat stroke in action—Sergt. E. G. Dyer, Pte. W. Bromley,
Pte. H. R. Delamere, Pte. G. R. Brown, Pte. A. Steadman, Pte. R. W.
Masling, Pte. F. Griffiths, and Pte. C. H. Salter.

Margate Detachment.
The Margate Detachment have started their winter season in real
earnest. They have formed a very good football team which wear the
Regimental Colours. They have played three matches, winning two
and drawing the other . Their victims have been:—Stanley House
School, 2; Margate 4th Buffs, 8 ; Margate 4th Buffs, 1 ; Daneville
Athletic, 1; Margate 4th Buffs, 15; and Old Georgians 0. The
latter game was a Thanet League Match.
Our energetic Officer, Lt. Warner, has got the Association to buy us
a full size Billiard Table which will be officially opened on Thursday,
October 21st, by the Mayor of. Margate. This will be followed by a
billiards' match between the Mayor and the Chief Constable^. also a
match between The Buffs' best player and the local police's best player,
after which a select invitation Dance has been arranged.
It was hoped that a Drinking Contest could be arranged between
the C.S.M. and any member of the Police, but the latt& have given the
S.M. a walkova.
On Thursday evening last, Capt. Witts gave his annual tea and
Whist Drive, followed by a miniature range spoon shoot. Cpl. Fusco
won the Whist Prize and L/c. Maxted the spoon. Altpgetha .a very
enjoyable evening was spent. No doubt, Mr. Editor, you will hear
quite a lot from Margate this winter.
On Thursday, Octoba 21st, at the Drill Hall, Hawley Square,
The Mayor, (Councillor T. D. Wood) formally opened the new fullsized
billiard table.
Among those present were :—Col;.F. Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D.
(President), Capt. and Adjutant B. Hammond Davies, M.C., Capt.
C.S.T. Witts, Chief Constable and Mrs. Haycock, Lt.Commanda and
Mrs. Hyde, F. Pearce, Esq.* Cecil Cobb, Esq., Lieut, and Mrs. G. R.
Warner and Members of the Police Force.
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_ Hto Worship very kindly promised to present a Shield for Snooker
Competitions and Col. Dunstan, Lt.Commanda Hyde, F. Pearce,
Esq. and Cecil Cobb, Esq. gave a guinea each for Prizes. A cordial
welcome was extended to the members of the Police Force present
who have recently become honorary members of the Club.
A Dance followed from 9p.m. till midnight, which was well attended,
the music being supplied by Bert Halliday and his Orchestra.
The evening's proceedings were most successful and thorouehlv
enjoyed by all.
*
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.
During the month of October Cpl. Jarrett, L/Cpls. Davis, Lepper
and Burnett have been attached to the Dover Garrison for Brigade
Training, which was unfortunately cancelled, owing to the Foot and
Mouth Disease breaking out in the Dover area. The training was
therefore confined to Battalion Training in their own areas during which
there were three demonstrations given as followsTanks in an
attack ; Artillery Guns drawn by Caterpillar Engines and a Battalion
Mobilized at war strength. They were also taught and shown the
several duties of an N.C.O. in Battalion Duties. We congratulate them
jtfl on the excellent report that has been received and on the keenness
they have shown in helping to keep up the good name of the Battalion
and Regiment.
«« P~r 1J8Ual m°nthly spoon shoot for September took place on the
30th September. It was pleasing to notice that 25 W.O.'s, N.C.O.'s
and Men took part in the shoot and judging by the scores there was a
great improvement in the shooting. The old saying still stands good:
Practice makes perfect." There were at least six firers in the run
for the silver spoon, including two of onr last recruits. It was
eventually won by L/Cpl. Costen, with a score of 30, who was handi
capped two points, as he had previously won a silver spoon. We all
offer him our congratulations. The winner of the wooden spoon was
Pte. Clayton. Never mind, Jock ! You still keeo grinding and you
are bound to be rewarded later; remember those three golden rules
in aiming.
On the 9th and 10th of October the Battalion officers, W.O.'s and
N.C.O.'s visited Sittingbourne to carry out a well planned Tactical
Exercise Scheme. It was very pleasing to note that there were over
90 officers, W.O.'s and N.C.O.'s present. The W.O.'s and N.C.O.'s
were accommodated at the, Drill Hall, Sittingbourne for the night and
also for meals. One cannot but help noticing the good comradeship
that exists amongst all our N.C.O.'s when they meet on occasions like
this. No stone was left unturned by Capt. D. J. Dean, V.C., C.S.M.
Wood and our N.C.O.'s and men of Sittingbourne Detachment to m*Vt>
everybody feel at home and comfortable. The exercise was carried
out between Checkes Court and Messrs. Smead Dean's brickfields, the
exercise terminating at 4 p.m., and judging by the remarks overheard,
everybody appeared to have enjoyed it. During the operations, our
Brigade Commander, Col. R. N. Dick, C.M.G., D.S.O., visited us and
each of our syndicates, giving his advice on the operations. All ranks
were very pleased to see him. On Sunday morning, before leaving the
Drill Hall, a very touching presentation was made by our Commanding
Officer, Lieut.Col. E. B. Burn, to C.S.M. S. Barron of "D" Company,
who is leaving the Battalion on reaching the age limit. Before mavw
the presentation the whole of the Battalion officers, W.O.'s and N.C.O.'s
were formed up in the Drill Hall, the Commanding Officer making a
remarkable speech on the fine record of C.S.M. Barron's service in the
Battalion. The Commanding Officer then handed him a beautiful
dock which had been subscribed for by the Battalion. C.S.M. Barron
on receiving thedock; said he felt too full to express his thanlrp in words.
He said he had always tried to do his duty towards the Battalion during
the whole of his 33 years' service and although he was taking his uniform
off that night for the last time, he would still be able to keep in touch
with the movements of the Battalion, as that good old saving still
stands good, " Once a Buff, always a Buff."

Things we want to know.
Who was the gentleman who said " I have got a good group."
Where was it, on the target, or on the iron plates in front of the target ?
Ask the lorry mate who is on the lorry of the American Oil Company
(old Bad Petrol).
Has the same gentleman found his pullover yet, or does he mean a
pullthrough ?
Does Bosel know the difference between a pullthrough and an
oil bottle when he sees them ?
Who was the gentleman showing the workers at our Sittingbourne
Gas Company Works how to slope arms with a shovd ? On ordering
arms did he hurt his head ? Ask Night. Will see you in the morning.
THE BUSY BEE.

Miniature Rifle Shooting Match.
An interesting shooting contest with the miniature rifle took place
between a team from the Sittingbourne Detachment, 4th Buffs, and
the local branch of the British Legion. There were teams of eight
engaged in this sporting match, which took place at the Drill Hall, on
Monday afternoon. The teams fired five rounds grouping and five
rounds application. The Legion veterans put up a good fight, but they
were scarcely strong enough for their younger opponents of the Biiffs,
for when points ware added up it wasfound that the Buffs'
totalled
264 as against 258 by the British Legion, leaving the Buffs the winners
of a very keen struggle, by the narrow margin of six points. Captain

363

HonaldJ. Dean, V.C., was present, and the British Legion team were
under the charge of Mr. O. G. Hartridge, while Major F. Gilham was
also present. After the match both teams discussed some light refresh
ments, and Captain Dean, in a pleasing little speech, proposed the health
of the visitors, and congratulated them on their very good shooting,
and said he hoped that a similar match would be arranged in thenear
future. Mr. Hartridge, in responding, thanked Captain Dean and the
Territorials for providing them with such a splendid and enjoyable
evening. He said his team had thoroughly enjoyed th<* shooting.
Major Gilham followed suit, also thanking Captain Dean for his kind
ness in arranging that pleasant meeting, and he said the visitors very
,aPPreciated the hearty welcome that had been accorded them.
He felt sure that those little shooting matches and frioidly meetings
would be conducive of good to both of them, and promote goodsport
and friendship. He then proposed the health of the 4th Buffs, coupled
W!th the name of Captain Dean, and this toast was also heartily drunk.
Both teams spent a little more time in chatting about' the match a*»d
relating old experiences, and thus ended a very pleasant evening. Both
teams are indebted to the indefatigable work and organization of Sergt.
Instructor H. G. Freeman, for (arranging the details of this match.
With such an enthusiast at the head of affairs shooting matches between
the Toritorials and the British Legion and the Police will be pleasant
features of the winter season.

Boxing.
ARMY TRIALS AT ALDERSHOT.
The Army Boxing Association opened its season yesterday, evening
at Aldershot, with the largest programme which it has yet produced,
in the old Maida Drill Hall, which is now the recognized headquarters
of the Army Boxing Association. Eight sixround contests woe
fought. The competitors for the most part were either Imperial
Services or Army Amateur Champions. The exceptions were men
who had boxed on occasions for the Army in last season's team thatches.
The judges were practically all senior officers who won Army Champion
ships before the war, when the commissioned ranks alone boxed as
amateurs, and the suggestion that the other ranks might be induced
to abandon professionalism was pronounced to be Utopian. The trials
were held chiefly in order to select eight boxers to represent the Army
against a team of the. Irish Free State in Dublin,on October 27th. The
British team on that occasion will be composed of the winners of the
contests which were decided last night.
In the first event Corporal Connell.(lst Cameronians), the Imperial
Services flyweight champion, beat LatoceCorporal Holdcroft (2nd
East Lancashire Regt.) on points, without much difficulty. In the
second contest, between lightweights, Private Grimes (2nd East
Lancashire Regt.) caused some surprise by beating LanceCorporal
Jones (Royal Corps of Signals), the Imperial Services champion.
Grimes's right hook contributed largely to his victory on points, an,d
with oneof these blows he nearly knocked out Jones in thesecond round.
Last season, boxing for the Army in a team match, Grimes beat Mr. W.
Nicholas, the Welsh amateur champion.
The heavyweight contest was disappointing to watch. The boxers
were Guardsman Young (3rd Coldstream Guards) and Guardsman
Harrison (1st Grenadier Guards), the Imperial Services heavyweight
and light heavyweight champions respectively. The heavier man
obviously was unfit for a serious contest, and was beaten rather easily
on points. The lightweights, Corporal Aguzzi (1st Northampton
shire Regt.,) an Imperial Savices champion, and Sergeant TTaciatn
(2nd The Loyal Regt.), provided an excellent fight, in the course of
which Haslam was beaten, as he was last season, by his opponent's
speed, and better sense of distance.
In the featherweights Sergeant W. D. Beale (2nd Battalion the
Buffs) beat Corporal Grace (1st Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers) on
points.
The welterweight bout between Corporal A. Watts (1st Battalion
Lancashire Fusiliers) and Guardsman A. Stanton (1st Battalion Cold
stream Guards) resulted in a victory for the forma on points. :
In the light heavyweights Lieutenant J. Courtis (R*A.S.C.) beat
Lieutenant W. Schoales (the Loyal Regiment) on points.
In the middleweights Sergeant F. P. Crawley (Royal Tank Corps)
beat Guardsman J. Steele (1st Battalion Scots Guards) on mints.
(Extract from The Times).

Snipe.

Instructor : " What is the " Knox Form " ? "
Intelligent Thomas: 'The papa on which the Armoura keeps the
numbers of rifles on his charge.
Instructor: " Now 1 my lads 1 have any of you any questions to ask ?
Intelligent Thomas : " Yes, Sageant! When you take weight off the
Return Spring, does it make the gun any lighta ? "
Why did " Charlie" go home armed witha blow lamp, paraffin
oil, petrol, sulphur tablets, and a gas mask ?
And is it also true that he found a 14lb. hammer to his Kirmg when
" smartening up the parade " ?
And is it Also true that he has selected specimois in a match box,
which he intends forwarding to the Natural History Museum ?
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Blinder and Dusty.

HAT a perishing nightexclaimed Dusty, as
he and Blinder, followed by a stretchedqut line
W
comprising the remainder of the company, wended their

way along the communication trench towards the
front line. It was truly " a perishing night." Except
for the occasional flare of a ' Verey light ' when some
one in the rear would, duck and shout " Get down, yer
silly blighter" the night was one of pitch blackness.
Drizzle rain had soaked and turned the trench into
a stream of soddened mud. It was not a question of
one step forward and sliding back two, for wherever
one's foot was planted—there it stuck, until, with the
greatest difficulty, it was extracted. Heavily laden
with packs, shovels, entrenching tools, sandbags,
rations, ammunition and other necessaries of war, the
boys of the Company struggled along.

" Where the 'ell are yer comin' to
shouted
Blinder, as his face collided in the darkness with
a sandbag traverse. "Do yer 'ear me—where the
e^'*Shove it on 'im Blinder," interjected Dusty, " if
'e don't get awt the way."
" Steady in front" came whispers from behind.
' The orficer wants to know if yer've seen anyfink ?"
" $een anyfink ?" answered Blinder. " No ! but
tell the orficer I've felt summit. Wait till mornin'
comes and 'e sees my Jim Mace.'
After another short distance of tumbling about and
sticking in the mud had been negotiated, there was
another " Halt in front" and more whispers were
passed along.
.
" The orficer wants to know oose a carrying the
ammunition boxes ?"
t(
" They aint down this end " replied Dusty.
Yer
don't finh me an' Blinder's just come up—do yer ?"
" And the orficer wants to know oose acarrying the
rations ?"
_
,.
" Oh, the rations " spoke Dusty.
Tell im me
and Blinder, but, I say—tell 'im we aint got the rum
as the Coy.Sgt.Major 'as it in 'is waterbottle.'
" Yer know, Blinder, I don't agrees wiv all the rum
being corked up in the C.S.M.'s waterbottle. If e
stops one, well—I asks yer. I reckons meself it ought
to be dished out amongst me, you, Donkey Warren,
Spud Austin and the likes. Of course, I aint finking
abawt meself, but I am finking abawt the remainder
of the lads."
.
" Yus, I agrees wiv yer mate—every time in a Ung
like that" answered Blinder.
The Company was not long in carrying out the
relief and getting into position. Soon the news spread
that the Company Sgt.Major had, in fact—stopped
one.
.
" Blimey I" exclaimed Dusty. " Where s e copped

"Well, I 'ears 'ees 'it through the waterbottle"
answered Snowball.
...
e
"Don't say any more," interjected Blinder.
" I knew summit like that would 'appen. No business
to 'ave the Company's blooming rum on 'im at all.
Never was any blinkig good before 'e came awt 'ere,
and next time I speaks to the orficer
"
" Oh, but 'e didii't loose the rum" interposed
Snowball. " When the bullet 'it 'is waterbottle, 'e
shoved 'is finger in the 'ole and saved it."
"What?" queried Blinder."/Yer don't mean to
say so : well, I always said our Coy.Sgt.Major .'ad
a bit of common abawt 'im arter all. I reckons 'e'd
'ave died before 'e seed that there rum go west."
" One of the best 'e is " answered Dusty^ " One
of the best."

When daylight appeared, Fritz began, pitting over
some of his heavy stuff, well christened by th& lads
from "the village ' coalboxes,' but Blinder—to use his

dwfi words—considered each and every coalbox that
dropped within a hundred yards was "nuffink more
than a b——g earfquake," tutt when a ' whizzbang'
flashed past his head just as he was about to peep over
 the top, his remarks were not quite so genteel.
" Gaw Blimey !" he exclaimed. "I reckons that
blinking^ bloke ought to be flying abawt Croydon:"
" What!—flying abawt Croydon ?" queried Dusty.
" Yus ! For one fing 'e never sounded 'is 'ooter to
let yer get awt the way, and for another, if 'e was in
Croydon, they'd pinch. 'im for exceeding the speed
limit."
'
_

Later on that, morning, Dusty spotted one of the
enemy walking along .a trench. " I . say, Blinder,' he
said " come and 'ave a squint at this cheeky blighter."
Then the two pals worked out a severe mathematical
roblem concerning something to do with one foot in
ront of somebody walking; when all was ready,
Dusty let drive just as Hookey Walker wap passing
with a box of bully, which gave such a shock that poor
Hookey collapsed and swore he had stopped a Blighty ;
it was, however, an unfortunate'mistake; Dusty fired
several rounds and all Fritz did was to shake his head,
which made Dusty think there was at least one German
with an indiarubber napper. More rounds would have
been fired if Fritz hadn't given the game away by
pushing up the figure too high and exposing the
carrying stick. " Any'ow," said Dusty, " it'll teach
'im not to shove 'is blinking 'ead over the top;
I reckons I 'it that target abawt fifty times."
The first visit of the Padre to the front line was
hailed with enthusiasm; the more so as it was
unexpected. . Spotting Blinder huddled up in the mud
under a bit of rusty tin covered with a thin layer of
earth, he introduced himself by saying
" Good afternoon, my man. That piece of tin
wouldn't stop a big shell—would it ?"
Blinder had an idea the Pardre was trymg to pull
his leg and abruptly answered " No—it wouldn't."
. " Not even a small shell or a bullet, eh ?"
"No !"
" What would you do my man, if a shell did come
through it ?"
" Nuffink !"
.
" Then my good man, let us look on the serious side
of war. Do you ever hope, when you hear the shells
whistling overhead and flying about this trench ?
" Yes—every time I does."
" It is a great consolation to hear you say so. Now*
tell me—what do you hope for ?"
" That they 'its some ovver bloke's lump of blinking
tin I"
1
u
The Pardre was quite unable to make much
of Blinder, so turned his efforts towards Dusty, who,
at the moment, was searching for the pork in a tin of
pork and beans. He suggested that Dusty might have
something on his mind causing him to be troubled; it
so, now was a golden opportunity that might not occur

E

^^Yus Sir, there is summit atroubling me very
much an' I should like to get it orf me chest afore yer
goes back."
.
£
The Padre at once took Dusty to a quiet corner of
the trench and asked him to confide in him the trouble
uneasing his mind. Dusty, with his tin of pork
and beans knelt down in the corner alongside the
Pa^'N

OW

then, my good man, whisper to me your

tr°^eU,

its like this 'ere, Sir. When yer gets back
to 'ead quarters, yer might tell the Quarter Master we
aint ad any rum issue for two 'ole days, an I finks if
they keeps too much of it stored up, some blokes be md
the line'll fink its cold tea and choke themselves I .
(Continued in January).

J.E.
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Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.

Lt. D. W. Hendin, M.C., is restored to the establishment (Aug. 13).
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Capt. W. T. Stone having attained the age limit of liability to
recall, ceases to belong to the Res. of Off. (Sept. 24).
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

4TH BN.—W. J. Rickards (late Cadet Sergt., Eton Coll. Contgt.,
Jun. Div., O.T.C.) to be Sec.Lt. (July 28).
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

4TH BN.—Capt. C. A, Winch, from Active List, to be Capt.
1
(Oct. 13).
.
T
GENERAL LIST.
OFFICERS' TRAINING CORPS.

Lt. G. N. Manley, T.A. Res. of Off. (4th Bn. The Buffs) to be attached
for duty with King's School (Canterbury), Contingent, Jim. Div.,
O.T.C. (Sept. 1).
_ ^
.

The Depot.
RECRUITS,

The following attested on dates as shewn:—
 ;
Pte. J. Barnes, 13926; Pte. J. Milan, 22926; Pte. F. Shilling,
21926; Pte. C. Venes, Pte. J. Ray, Pte. F. Philo and Pte. A. Fuggle,
22926 :Pte. J. Newman and Pte. F. Riley, 23926 ; Pte. T. Thomas,
24926; Pte. C. H. Travers, 27926;; Pte. H. C. Harrad, 24926;
Pte. L.M. Harrison, 27926 ; Pte. A. H.Sales, 28926 ; Pte. J. Hurley,
27926 ; Pte. H. Hubbard, 24926 ; Pte. L G. Pryer and Pte. A. W.
Cowley, 27926; Pte. W. J. Wilson, 11026; Pte. W. Laundy,
27926; Pte. H. Deeks, 28926 ; Pte. R. A. Beeching, 11026;
Pte. W. Lewis, 11026; Pte. L. Worthington, 41026; Pte. P. C.
Clarke, 51026 ; Pte. N. Murdock, 121026; Pte. F. Hobson, Pte.
J. Wilkinson, Pte. W. McAdam, Pte. W. Lye, Pte. W. Carr, Pte. A.
Johnson, and Pte. G. Tomlinson 111026; Pte. H. Cowley and
Pte. J. Teal 121026 ; Pte. J. Hope, and Pte. W. Jackson and Pte.
T. Taylor, 91026; Pte. J. Mason, 131026 ; Pte. L. Clayton,
111026; Pte. T. Spencer, Pte. R. Ather and Pte. J. Robinson,
141026; Pte. H. Vasey, 131026.
DISCHARGES.

6283189 Pte. P. Harman, under para. 363 (v),(«) K.R.'s, 14926.
6282226 Pte. H. E. Gillis, under para. 363 (xvi) K.R.'s, 17926.
6283147 PJe. G. Frier, under para. 363 (vi) (a), K.R.'s, 17926.
6283160 Pte. H. J. Sheepwash and 6283151 Pte. J. Cousins, under
para; 363 (vi) (6), K.R.'s, 17926. (Authy: H.C.A. 5/139/A d/
11926.
6283336 Pte. P. Riley, under para. 363 (vi) (a) K.R.'s, 91026.
6280390 Pte. C. Beal and 6278401 Pte. H. Hobbs, under para. 363
(xxi) K.R.'S, 141026.
POSTINGS.

6279926 Pte. P. Osborne, disembarked from H.T. Derbyshire from
1st Battalion, 28926, and transferred to Royal Victoria Hospital,
Netley on.that date. Taken on Depot Strength.
6281824 Cpl. S. Harvey posted to Depot from 2nd Bn. for a tour of
duty* w.e.f. 21026.
The undermentioned N.C.O. and men were posted to the 2nd Bn.
The Buffs, w.e.f. 141026
6278211 Cpl. L Parrett, 6281337 Pte. J>. Turner, 6281115 Pte. H.
Steele. 2216824 Pte. C. Brinton, 6283125 Pte. G. ChippSmith, 2211979
Pte. W. Crouch, 6515701 Pte. W. Flegg, 6283133 Pte. A. French,
6283123 Pte. C. Gilding, 748641 Pte. S. GisbyHolmes, 6283135 Pte.
FVHarrington, 2216005 Pte. H. Heath, 6283121 Pte. E. Hobbs, 759388
Pte. H. Lott, 6283132 Pte. V. Mitchell, =760972 Pte. W. Moort, 6283122
Pte. R. Pollard, 6283120 Pte. H. Pooley, 6283131 Pte. H. Smith,
6283119 Pte. E. Sharpe, 6283118 Pte. R. Taylor, 6283130 Pte. E.
Spears, 6283126 Pte. J. Warburton, 2216836 Pte. R. Tranter, 6283134
Pte. R. Ward.
6278665 Dr. E. Curtis, posted to 2nd Bn. w.e.f. 141026. Attached

for Course at A.V.T. Centre, Hounslow,

< ARMY RESERVE. 

6279939 Pte. F. Bridges, 6278676 Pte. J. Debt, 6279937 Pte. H.
Gore, transferred to Army Reserve, 71026.
6278683 Pte. D. Olyer, transferred to Army Reserve, 121026.
6278681 Pte. S. Beale, transferred to Army Reserve, 610^26.
6278672 Pte. J. Tadman, transferred to Army Reserve, 71026.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and men are transferred to Army
Reserve, 141026
.
6279200 L/c." J. Bones, 6279361 Pte. W. Aldridge, 6279266 Pte. E.
Aslett, 6279705 Pte. B. Baker, 6279256 Pte. A. Berry, 6278662 Pte. J.
Bailey, 1026068 Pte. J. Bourne, 6278617 Pte. F. Brooks, 6279337 Pte.
A. Brooks, 6279688 Pte. R. Broad, 6279685 Pte. R. Borne, 6279870
Pte. R. Castle, 6278800 Pte. P. Card, 6280151 Pte. F. Chacksfield,
6278657 Pte. W. Chapman, 6278794 Pte. T. Coleman, 6279370 Pte. B.
Coleby, 6279278 Pte. C. Cole, 6279659 Pte. W. Creak, 6279355 L/c. F.
Copcutt, 6279691 L/c. R. Crabb, 6279364 Pte. A. Coughlan, 6279369
Pte. T. Dimmock, 6279319 Pte. G. Dunk, 6278618 Dr. W. Evans,
6279708 Pte. P. Pagg, 6279680 Pte. A. Fenn, 6279298 Pte. F. Farmer,
6278669 Pte. A. Furner, 6279210 Pte. R. Carley, 7816788 Pte. F. Gates,
6278658 Pte. E. Gooding, 6279209 Pte. S. Gregory, 6279285 Pte. H.
Harris, 6279189 Pte, H. Heasman, 6279663 Pte. V. Hills, 6278202 Pte.
E. Hogbin, 6279213 Pte. A. Hills, 6279707 L/c. F. Hudson, 6279292
Pte. P. Johnson, 6279715 Pte. W. Kirby, 6279711 Pte. S. Larnaan,
6279201 Pte. J. Lay, 6279254 Pte. W. MacMahon, 6279698 Pte. W.
Madden, 6279276 Pte. W. Madle.
6278686 Pte. A. Williams, transferred to ArmyReserve under para,
362 (ii) (c) K.R.'s, 30926.
Transferred to Army Reserve under para. 362 (i) K.R.'s, 141026—
6279270 Pte. S. Mercer, 6279320 Pte. V. Moore, 6278664 Pte. G.
Mills, 6279343 Cpl. M. McCarthy, 6278810 Pte. H. Newington, 6279366
Pte. W. Osborne, 6279692 Pte. T. Owen, 6279360 Pte. C. Steed, 6279215
Pte. A.Porter, 6279701 Pte. R. Pott, 6279233 Pte. R. Ransom, 6278667
Pte. H. Smith, 6279212 Pte. W. Saunders, 6278661 Pte. A. Simms,
6279336 Pte. S. Simpson, 6279661 Pte. E. Smith, 6279251 L/c. G.
Russell, 6279665 Pte. H. Sones.
Transferred to Army Reserve under para. 362 (i) K.R.'s, 141026:
6279195 Pte. L. StUpple, 6279187 Pte. J. Swallow, 6279696 Pte. G.
Thompsett, 6279231 Pte. G. Turner, 6279342 Pte. A. Wade, 6279216
Pte. F. Wall, 6279188 Pte. W. Wilkinson, 6278677 Pte. H. Glover,
Transferred to A.R. under para. 362(i)K.R.'s, 151026:—
6278692 Pte. A. Stone, 6278610 Bds. H. Rutter, 6278627 L/c. A.
Manser.

The4tlv Battalion.
ENLISPMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as stated:—
6283313 Pte. E. Crisp, "A" (Rf, 3926 ; 1400671 Pte. J. Ramsey,
"D"(D), 27726; 6283315 Pte. A.Shelvey,"A" (S),15926; 628S314
Pte. G. Taylor, "A" (S), 13926.
DISCHARGES.

6281737 Pte. W. Ball, "A" (W), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 25926.
6281070 Pte. C. Bright, "A" (M), discharged para. 1936 (a) w/e
from 18926. Auth. K.I.B. 2540/1 of 18926.
6283027 Pte* H. Charlton, "B" (C), discharged, haying joined
Rejgular Army, (R. Eng.) w/e from 9926.
6281049 L/c. A. Fuggle, "D" (F), discharged, having joined Regular
Army (The Buffs) w/e from 21926.
6283215 Pte. J. Mansfield, "B" (C), discharged, having joined Reg.
Army (R.R.A.) w/e from 21926.
 , 
6280475 Dmr. C, Cleak, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 30926.
6282566. Pte. G. Harnett, "A" (M), discharged para.. 1933 T.A.
Regs, w/e from 11026. Auth. K.T.A. 1/8971/2 dated11026.
TRANSFER.

6282720 Pte. A. Packman, "D" (D), transferred to 233rd F.B.,
R.A., w/e from 24926.
REENGAGEMENTS.

6280486 Pte. E. Burnap, "A" reengaged for one year w/e from
31026.
'
'
6281723 Pte. G. Camborne, "B," reengaged for 4 years w/e from
11926.
'
.
6281800 Cpl. A. Fusco, "A," reengaged for 4 years w/e from 1810
26.

26.

6280648 Pte.H. Holman, "B," reengaged for 1 year w/e from 512

6280859 Pte. H. Sinclair, "B," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
151126.
.
.
6281772 L/c. C. Watkins, "B," reengaged for 1 year w/e from
101026.
PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS, ETC.

6278186 Sergt. G. Davison, "B," reverts to the rank of Private at
his own request w/e from 30926.
6283213 Corpl. J. Dickenson, "B," promoted Sergeant w/e from
110^26.
.
_ .
,
6283212 L/Cpl. S. Holman, "B," promoted Corpl.w/e from 11026.
6283225 Pte. C. Hoare, "B," appointed L/Cpl. w/e from 11026.
6283220 Pte. W. Hadlow, "B," appointed L/Cpl. w/efrom 11026.
6283281 Pte. D. Harrison; "B," appointed L/Cpl. w/efrom 1^1026.
6280613 Cpl. A. Croucher, "B," appointed L/Sergt. w/e from 119
26.

'
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A. J . WHITE
74 JERMYN STREET,

SALE

LONDON, S.W.

in aid of

Benevolent Fund.
PLEASE

1bat ant> Cap ffDaher
Offers his SPECIAL FLEXOLYTE

FIELD SERVICE GAP
as being fight in weight, soft
and pliable in texture as
quite the best possible cap
for foreign service, being
quite rainproof and having a
smart appearance, not a rag.

Send Something
to
The Secretary,

FLEXOLYTE
Reg. No. 327488.

Past and Present Association,
The Buffs,

A. J . WHITE,

The Depot, Canterbury.

74 JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W. 1.

1bat anfc Cap dDafeer,

ST.

LAWRENCE LAUNDRY CO. LTD.
OLD DOVER ROAD
CANTERBURY

BANKS
It is a mistake to think of a Bank as
an institution which exists merely for
the purpose of taking care of depositors'
money and paying it out on their
instructions. Whilst it is true that
this is the primary business of a Bank,
it forms only a part of the duties which
Lloyds Bank is prepared to perform
for its customers. It is not possible in
a short space to enumerate the many
facilities the Bank offers, but its Branch
Managers are prepared to consider, or,
if they are not themselves in a position
to advise, to obtain expert opinion
upon, any question affecting their
customers' finances, investments, income
tax, Trusteeships, Executorships, etc.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED.

Head Office: LONDON, E.G. 3.

OFFICERS' WORK A SPECIALITY
INSPECTION INVITED

SUITS DRY CLEANED & PRESSED
EXPEDITIOUSLY & WELL
PHONE—46 CANTERBURY

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
No. VII 8t. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
Note New Address.
NOTED FOR PLEAD CAKES.

Cakes of Every Description Made to Order.
Turog Brown Bread Made Daily.

p

\Jt

11

lie

/IAT7 « Baker, Pastryoook,
vV/L* ™ and Confeotloner. T

2 The Borough, Canterbury.

MAPPIN'S 'CAMPAIGN' WATCH.

This fine Wristlet Watch was first used in great numbers at Omdurman,
and Desert experience is the greatest test a watch can have. During
the Great War it renewed its high reputation for reliability: under
trying conditions. It is compensated, fully jewelled, dust and damp
proof, and carries Mappin and Webb's guarantee of reliability. A
atalogue of Ladies' and Gentlemen's Watches will be sent on request.
SILVER
9ct. GOLD
18ct. GOLD

£3:0:0

£8:0:0

£11 : 10 : 0

London: 158162 Oxford St. W.l. 2 Queen Victoria St., E.C.4. 172 Regent St. W.l.

Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Royal Scots.
The Buffs.
The King's Regiment.
The Norfolk Regiment.
The Somerset Light Infantry.
The East Yorkshire Regiment.
The Bedford & Hertfordshire Regiment.
The Royal Scots Fusiliers.
The Roval Welch Fusiliers.
The South Wales Borderers.
The Scottish Rifles.

The East Surrey Regiment.
The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment.
The Border Regiment.
The Royal Sussex Regiment.
The Hampshire Regiment.
The South Staffordshire Regiment.
The Dorsetshire Regiment.
The Prince of Wales' Regiment.
The Welch Regiment.
The Essex Regiment.

The Sherwood Foresters.
The Loyal Regiment.
The Northamptonshire Regiment1*
The Royal Berkshire Regiment.
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry.
The Middlesex Regiment.
The Manchester Regiment.
The York & Lancaster Regiment.
The Durham Light Infantry.
The Royal Ulster Rifles.

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 5 FRANCES STREET
ALDERSHOT: 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET
Telephones : 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams : " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot " ; " Flight, Camberley "

RICHARDSON & Co. C H A R L E S B A R R O W S ,
26 KING STREET,
ST. JAMES'S,
LONDON, S.W. 1.

SUPPLY—

37 NORTHGATE STREET.
OANTERBTJRY.

GROCERY, PROVISIONS, HARDWARE, BRUSHES, Etc.

Regimental Kit of all kinds
Regimental Buttons and Badges
Personal and prompt attention given to all orders.
Swagger Canes
Sports Requisites
E. BALLOQ.UI,
Sports Prizes
132,134 & 136 Main Street, Gibraltar
Shooting Prizes
Ladies' and Gentlemen's First-Class
Presentation Gifts

(we will make suggestions suitable for all
Ranks).

Up-to-date Hair Dressing Saloons.

Newspapers and Magazines by
post to all parts of the world.

Perfumery and Toilet Requisites, Hats,
Socks, Shirts, Ties, etc., etc,, etc.

Let us know your requirements and
we will quote you.

Open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sundays 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m.

HAWKES & Co.,

J. HUNT & SONS

LIMITED.

TAILORS AND
MILITARY
OUTFITTERS,
C A P A N D
ACCOUTREMENT
MAKERS.
Patronised by
Officers in
Every Branch
of the Service

I SAVILE ROW, LONDON, W. 1.
Telephone:
REGENT 0186.

Telegrams:
" CA PTAINCY," REG. LONDON.

D r a p e r s , fIDen's "Ibosiers
Douse ifurnisbers
LARGE STOCKS OF
RELIABLE

&

HIGH CLASS GOODS
AT

POPULAR

PRICES

1—6 Mercery Lane, CANTERBURY

"OZO" Stops

Headache, Toothache, Neuralgia
and all other nerve pains

6£d

Per box

of

8 tasteless

doses

Proprietors:

WALKER. & HARRIS, LTD.
Three Boxes
Post Free.

Chemists,

CANTERBURY

Post free
Ireland & Abroad:
8/ per annum.
4b 6 months.
2/ 3 months.
Write: Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury,
Telephone: 513.

No. 326.

December, 1926.

Price Sixpence.

Good Wishes.
behalf of our readers, as well as
ourselves, we thank the writers of the
numerous good wishes, published hereunder,
for their kind thoughts. We can assure them
that we reciprocate their messages to the full,
and wish all Good Duck, Good Health and
Prosperous Journeyings.

" Enriched with their glorious traditions of
the past, may all Buffs enjoy true comradeship
in the present and the future.
May The Dragon continue to succeed in
drawing yet closer the bonds of Past and
Present."

FROM GENERAL SIR ARTHUR PAGET.

" The best of all good wishes to all Buffs.
Wherever you are, look out for other Buffs,
stick together and remember the Old Regiment
always."

" Please convey, through the columns of
The Dragon, my best wishes for Christmas and
the New Year, to all Buffs, Past and Present."
Pear Editor,
May I ask you to convey to all readers of
The Dragon my very best wishes for a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year. As
I joined the Regiment just under fifty years
ago I have many happy Christmas Days,
Spent in different parts of the world, to look
back on, and their remembrance brings back
the faces of many old friends, the majority of
whom are no longer with ns, and if those now
serving may have as good a time as we had,
I can wish them nothing better.
A. J. WHITACRE ALLEN,

(Brig.General).

" Christmas round again, and again I send
my most hearty greetings to the Officers, Past
and Present, and the Men of all ranks in the
Dear Old Regiment, The Buffs, wishing them
a very happy, merry Christmas and everything
that makes life as worth having in 1927."
MRS. J. B. BACKHOUSE,

Upper Deal.

" A shortage of bills, and a shortage of ills,
A larder and coal cellar, full to the sills,
And not be forgotten in other folks " wills."
GUY BAINBRIDGE.

MILES BEEVOR.

ARTHUR DYNDEN BELL.

To The Editor, " The Dragon."
As Christmas and the New Year approaches
and will soon be with us, I wish to send my
greetings to all Battalions of The Buffs, and
also to all Past and Present Comrades. It is
now thirtyfive years since I joined the 3rd
Battalion at Canterbury and many alas ! have
passed away. To those, if only they could
hear, I would say, " Dost to sight though to
memory dear."
" Sic transit gloria mundi."
THEODORE BRINCKMAN.

" Very best wishes and hopes for Christmas
and the New Year to all Past and Present
Buffs, and with a slight alteration of the
Regimental Scroll, 'Veteri ProndescantHonore/
COLONEL and MRS. E. T. BUTTANSHAW.
Dieut.Colonel R. and Mrs. Bright wish
all Buffs the very best of luck for 1927.
The Fourth Battalion sends Greetings to
the First and Second Battalions, the Depot
and Past Buffs. We wish all a happy
Christmas and success in the New Year, to
which we look forward confidently.
E. B. BURNS,

Dieut.Colonel.

370

THE DRAGON

Dear Editor,
Please convey (through The Dragon), my
hearty greetings for a happy Christmas and
a prosperous New Year to all Buffs, Past and
Present.
F. W. FOSTER.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Please accept enclosed small donation
towards that most excellent institution of
yours—'4 The Plum Pudding Fund." This
seems the most practical reply to your kind
request for a Christmas Message from me.
All best Christmas and New Year wishes to
all Past and Present.
Yours ever,
EDMUND F. GOULD.
" A merry Christmas and a happy New
Year to The Dragon and all its readers."
C. D. K. GREENWAY.
" Oh ye bachelor Buffs do not play with
your luck,
When to maidens you empty a flagon ;
For the girl who appears to your eye as a Duck,
May develop the soul of a Dragon."
HENRY HARDY.

" To all Old and Young Buffs the very best
of Christmas wishes and may they have much
happiness and a long life to enjoy reading
every month their Dragon, that wonderful
link of Past and Present."
G. T. D. HICKMAN.
Brig.General and Mrs. Hickson beg to
wish all Old Friends " A merry Christmas and
a happy New Year," not forgetting his friend
The Dragon, who from its infancy does not
belie its motto.
~ Dear Sir,
Please convey my greetings to all Past
and Present Buffs, and my sincerest wishes
that 1927 will prove to be, so far, their luckiest
year.
Yours truly,

H. C. DE LA M. HILL.

" Best Wishes and Good Luck to all Buffs,
Past and Present."

H. ARCHER HOUBLON.

To all Old Buffs and those now serving
" Every good wish for Christmas, 1926, and
the best of luck and health for 1927."
A. C. JACKSON, Lieut.Colonel,
A Buff from 1868.

" Best wishes to all Buffs, Past and
Present, for Christmas and for 1927, including
The Dragon, our great connecting link."
LIONEL KNIGHT.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Here's Good Luck to all Buffs—Past,
Present and Future. May all three^ do the
best they can for each other and here's to The
Dragon which keeps us all together.
Yours cordially,
L. W. IYUCAS.
Dear Editor,
May I be permitted to congratulate you on
the remarkable progress made in our Regi
mental paper, The Dragon, which must be
apparent to all its readers.
All good wishes to you and The Dragon for
Christmas and the New Year and success to
the Past and Present Association.
Yours,
R. MCDOUALL.
"Cheerio" and the best of good fortune
to all Buffs, Past and Present. May you all
be as happy as "me and my mate." I could
not wish you better."
GEOFFREY MAIRIS.

" Cordial Christmas Greetings to all ranks
of my old comrades, those past Buffs
I have not met and the good men and true,
who are now upholding the renown of the
brave old Buffs. Success to The Dragon, that
pleasant link between us all."
R. S. H. MOODY.
" All best Christmas greetings and a happy
New Year to all Buffs serving and old members
of the Regiment. May 1927 bring gmch
happiness to all."
A. E. OMMANNEY.
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.

" Just the same old greeting,
Heartfelt and sincere ;
Joyful be your Christmas,
Happy your New Year."
A. H. TYLDENPATTENSON.
" Best of Good Wishes for Xmas and New
Year to all Buffs, Past and Present."
R. E. POWER.

THE DRAGON
Dear Sir,
Greetings to The Dragon for the coming
season and may the prosperity and patronage
which it deserves continue during 1927. Best
wishes to all Past and Present Buffs and many
thanks to you, Mr. Editor, and all your con
tributors for the interesting news and matter
you give us in our Regimental Paper.
Yours sincerely,
RALPH G. RAINES.
" According to time honoured custom, the
Christmas season calls for an exchange of
greetings as a sign of fellowship and mutual
good feeling. Now that the Battalion is living
nearer its own County, many men will spend
their Christmas leave at home, and therefore
I would like to take this opportunity of
wishing them all, as I would to every Buff,
a happy Christmas and the Best of Luck in
1927. Pass it on."
HOWARD SMITH.

" Work hard and play hard is my message
to all good Buffs."
B. R. K. TARTE.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Just a line to send all Christmas greetings
and good luck to The Dragon and may its
circulation ever increase. I am always hoping
that some golfing Buffs may be coming to
Italian Switz. We have a charming climate,
lovely scenery and quite a nice little golf
course here, so I live in hopes.
Yours,

H. TERNAN.

" Every good wish for 1927 to each and all
connected with the Regiment and especially
to the 1st and 2nd Battalions in their change
of stations. That they will add fresh honour
to the glorious traditions of The Buffs is the
confident expectation of one who looks back
to the happiest memories of service in both."
C. VYVYAN.

The Sergeants' Mess, the 1st Battalion,
The Buffs, wish all Brother Buffs a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The Corporals, 1st Battalion, The Buffs,
extend their hearty greetings to all Past and
Present members of the Regiment; also to
those of other Regiments whom they have had
the good fortune to meet. Wishing one and
all " A very pleasant Christmas and a happy
and prosperous New Year."
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" That both old and new associates of the
Buffs have a real merry Christmas and
a prosperous New Year " is the sincere wish of
everybody belonging to "A" Company, 1st
Battalion, The Buffs, Gibraltar.
" Every Good Wish to every reader of The
Dragon from "C" Company, 1st Battalion.
The members of the Sergeants' Mess, 2nd
Battalion, wish all Buffs and Friends " A
happy Christmas and prosperous New Year."
All ranks, "A" Company, 2nd Battalion,
The Buffs, wish all Buffs, Past and Present,
whether at home or abroad, " A right merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, with
a thought also for all the Little Buffs."
" We wish all Past and Present members
of The Buffs a merrv Christmas and a
prosperous New Year."
From "D" Coy', 2nd Battalion, The Buffs.
" Sufficiency with Comfort " is the Fare
Christmas wish to all readers of The Dragon
from the O.C. Depot.
" Here's to you, and here's to me ;
Here's to every Buff, Past and P.
A merry Christmas and in 1927 prosperity,
Is the wish of Thanet's "A" Coy. " T."
C. S. F. WITTS,
Captain.
All ranks of "B" Company, 4th Battalion,
The Buffs, send their heartiest Christmas
Greetings and wish " A prosperous . New Year
to all ranks of the Past and Present."
"C" Company, 4th Battalion, wishes its
fellow "C" Companies in the Regiment " A
very happv Christmas and the best of luck in
1927."

A good Job.

We have heard of a most excellent vacancy
which will occur in about a month's time
between Canterbury and Sandwich, for a
butler. Wages £80 a year, a cottage,
married man preferred; two children not
objected to.
All applications, together with testimonials,
should be addressed to The Secretary, Past „
and Present Association, Depot The Buffs, as
soon as possible.

THE DRAGON
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Personalia.
We are very pleased to hear that the
Marquis of Camden, President of the Kent
Territorial Association, announced at its last
meeting that he considered that Colonel Burns,
Capt. Witts and the 4th Battn. of the Buffs
were to be very much congratulated on the
smart turn out of The Guard of Honour which
paraded at Ramsgate on the recent visit of
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales to that town.
The following message has been received by
the Secretary of the Past and Present
Association :—
" Lord Harris' compliments and begs
to thank the Secretary for the Buffs'
Badge. He is very proud to be a Life
Member."
Mrs. and Miss Ingouville Williams are in
London for a time, staying at 16 Chapel Street,
Belgrave Square.
Amongst those present at a dance recently
given by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur and Lady
Lynden Bell, at their home near Wrotham,
were Miss Tylden Pattenson, daughter of Major
A. H. Tylden Pattenson, Miss Boucher, sister
of Mr. F. Boucher, Capts. Morley, Rice and
Watson and Lieuts. Knight, Lister, Fearnside
Speed, Crozier and Parry.
We are sorry to hear that Lady Vyvyan is
seriously unwell and is only rarely allowed to
see visitors.
Colonel A. C. Jackson has at last recovered
sufficiently from his accident to permit him
leaving Canterbury for his home at Windsor,
where he is progressing favourably. It will
be remembered that Colonel J ackson was
knocked down by a motor during Cricket
Week.
Brig.General and Mrs. Finch Hatton are
at present in Biarritz.
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman is shortly
proceeding to Biarritz. We have reason to
hope that we may see him in Canterbury
before he sails.

Colonel G. B. Mairis and Mrs. Marriott
were married very quietly on 25th November
at St. James's, Piccadilly. The bride was
given away by her father, Brig.General R. A.
Hickson and Major F. W. Tomlinson acted as
best man.
We understand they are going to live near
Tiverton. We offer them our sincerest good
wishes.
Colonel and Mrs. Power, also, hope to settle
in the west of England after the end of his
tenure of command. They have taken a house
near Dorchester.
We understand that the 2nd BattaHon has
now arranged to hold their Regimental Race
in the South Berks country and not in the
Craven as was at one time contemplated.
Ciboure appears to be a very popular place,
or is it only the inhabitants who are so
attractive ? Recent and prospective visitors
include :—Colonel and Mrs. Power, Capt. and
Mrs. Whittaker Allen, General and Mrs. Finch
Hatton and Essex, Capt. and Mrs. Baird.
Colonel Sparrow had also intended going
to Ciboure, but changed to Lido, where we
understand he had a most interesting time.
An interesting coincidence occurred on the
occasion of the Boxing Tournament held at
the Depot on the 4th November. As is
known, MajorGeneral Sir Henry. Pellatt was
present among the spectators. Sitting close
to Sir Henry was Flight Lieut. W. F. Ander
son, D.S.O., R.F.C., who was a Corporal in
the 2nd Queen's Own Rifles of Canada in
1910, when Colonel Pellatt, as he then was,
brought his battalion over to Aldershot, where
they were brigaded with the 1st Battalion.
To the regret of everyone at The Depot,
Lt.Colonel Guinness, who has been Chaplain
for some years, has left Canterbury for
Folkestone. We hope he will like his new
station and are glad to think that being so
near, we shall not lose sight of him and Mrs.
Guinness altogether.
Lt.Colonel L. C. E. Knight recently paid
a visit to the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot.
Though not yet gazetted, there appears
little doubt that the rumour to the effect that
Lt.Col. L. W. Lucas and Major L. Howard
Smith are to be promoted to the Command of
the 2nd and 1st Battalions respectively.
We trust this rumour may prove correct, and
offer both our congratulations and best wishes.
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Major Guy Lee is at present in Jamaica
in connection with the disbandment of the
West India Regiment. We understand that
Major Lee expects to be back in England early
in the New Year.
Capt. S. L. P. Barker is at present in
England staying at Bournemouth.
Capt. J. E. Enright is working hard to
establish a really strong London section of
the Past and Present Association and hopes
to hold a meeting for all those interested, on
the third Saturday in January, probably at
the Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria. Further
particulars can be obtained from Capt. J. E.
Enright, whose address is 26 Doyle Road,
Upper Tooting Park, S.W. 17.
We notice with pleasure that Mr. F. W. B.
Parry has been playing " Rugby " in the Army
Trial Team against the R.M.A. We*hope he
will be selected to play for the Army.
We are sorry to hear that Mr. D. C. Coates,
who has been home from Gibraltar, has had
a bad attack of toxaemic jaundice.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

A m b rose.—6278103 C.S.M.

J. Ambrose,
" H.Q.," a son, Joseph Charles, born at
Portland, 17/10/26.
Amos.—6279149 Sgt. A. Amos, "D," a son,
Francis James, born at Aldershot, 13/10/26.
Freelove.—6278533 Pte. E. Freelove, "C,"
a son, Leonard James, born at Portland,
15/10/26.
Hodgkinson.—Sgt. J. Hodgkinson, a son,
John Charles, born at Gibraltar, 17th
October, 1926.
Jackson.—On November 9th, 1926, at
Nairobi, B.E.A., the wife of Capt. Harry
Jackson, late The Buffs, of a son.
ENGAGEMENT.

Mr. K. M. Crosland Mallam and Miss I. K.
Crozier.
The engagement is announced between
Kenneth Morey Crosland Mallam, The Buffs,
attached 3rd Battalion King's African Rifles,
Nairobi, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Crosland
Mallam, of Heathfield, Keston, Kent, and Iris
Kathleen Crozier, younger daughter of Mr.
T. F. Crozier, of Avonmore, Stillorgan, Co.
Dublin.
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Past and Present Association.

INUTES of the 62nd Meeting of the Regimental
M
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Depot, Canterbury, on 4th November, 1926, at 5 p.m.
Present:—

MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the chair).
Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O., and H. Findlay
C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors E. C. Norman and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain R. M. Watson (representing 1st BattaHon).
C. R. B. Knight, Esq., (representing 2nd Battalion).
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last Meeting were
passed and signed by the Chairman.
Past and Present Association.
FINANCE.—(a) A pension of £3 per quarter, subject

to revision, was granted to the widow of the late
,
who served eighteen years in the Regiment.
(6) The Secretary was instructed to notify the
Secretary of the War Memorial Village, Westfield
House, Lancaster, that the Committee very much
regretted that owing to the numerous calls on the
Funds of the Association, it was impossible to subscribe
to this excellent institution.
(c) The sum of £4 was approved in connection with
the Secretary's travelling expenses for the period ending
31st October, 1926.
TRAINING FOR EMPLOYMENT IN CIVIL LIFE.—It was
decided in connection with the proposed formation of
a Motor School at the Depot that the Officer
Commanding the Depot should endeavour to obtain
a suitable volunteer to be trained by Messrs. Maltby's,
Canterbury, forthwith, so that in the event of the School
materializing, the selected man's services would be
available as an instructor. Secondly the Officer Com
manding the Depot undertook to ascertain from
" Records " whether there would be any difficulty in
attaching men from Battalions to the Depot to attend
the Classes.
CLUBS.—The following proposals having been
received, in connection with the policy of establishing
clubs in various areas, were considered:—
(a) The formation of a Residential Club in London—
not approved.
(b) The suggestion forwarded by Captain Enright
that quarterly Meetings should be held in
London where Members of the Association could
foregather—was approved, and the Secretary
instructed to write and inform Captain Enright
that the Committee was very much obliged to
him for the trouble he had taken and that his
postal and advertising expenses in connection
with propaganda would be defrayed by the
Association.
NEXT MEETING.—It was decided that the next
Meeting of the Committee should take place at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on the 8th
December, at 10.30 a.m., subject to a room being
available at the Club.
Benevolent Fund.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/10/26 to 18/11/26 the following
disbursements have been made from the Benevolent
Fund.
1926.
Oct. 19.
19.
19.
20.
21.
21.
22.
23.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant

£ s. d.
10 0
2 0 0
10 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
100
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Oct. 25.
25.
27.
27.
27.
27.
28.
Nov. 1.
3.
3.
4.
4.
5.
5.
5.
5.
5.
5.
8.
8.
9.
11.
13.
15.
15.
16.
16.
16.

Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
;..
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Loan
Grant
Grant
Grant
Assistance in Kind

0
0
0
1 0

0
0
0
0

1
2
0
0
2
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
10
10
0
2

1 10

6
0

3 0 0

2 18 0
0 2 6

1 4 7

1 0 0

5 0 0
0 5 0

2 0
1 10
2 0
1 0
1 10
1 0

0
0
0
0
0
0

2 10

0

3 0 0

DONATIONS.

The following donations have been received during
the period 18/10/26 to 18/11/26 :—
1926.
Nov. 13. Mr. W. Michell
13. Mr. A. P. Vincer

...

£ s. d.
0 2 0
0 5 0

NEW MEMBERS.

The following new members have joined the
Association during the period 18/10/26 to 18/11/26 :—

6281451 Pte. S. Ashton, Capt. R. M. Bourne, H. G. Bailey, Esq.,
Mr. B. S. G. Field, Capt. A. S. Lowe, Mr. R. H. Blacker, Mr. P. Parker,
Mr. C. Wilkinson, 6283132 L/c. R. Foad, 6283141 Pte. S. Wilmoth,
6006189 Pte. H. Bard, 6283217 Pte. Tolhurst, 6283164 Pte. E Vant,
6283146 Pte. H. Jordan, 6283155 L/c. Tobin, 6005542 Pte. J. Moore,
2216715 Pte. A. Eades, 6283138 Pte. G. Richards, 6283158 Pte. C.
Holtom, 6282727 L/c. T. Twyman, 761743 Pte. S. Smith, 6283159 Pte.
C. Insole, 6283161 Pte. Crowhurst, 6283142 Cox, 6283149 L/c. Harrison,
6283145 Pte. W. Arnold, 6283162 Pte. Hogben, 6283148 Pte. W. Cox,
6283117 Pte. Drury, 6283139 Pte. J. Beech.

Jumble Sale

T

HE Jumble Sale held at the Depot in aid of the
Benevolent Fund on the 25th ultimo, was most
.successful, the Fund benefitting to the extent of £41/4/2.
The following very kindly sent parcels of clothing,
etc.
Mrs. Lee, Col. and Mrs. Buttanshaw, Col. Fellowes,
Mrs. Friend, Mrs. Goff, Lady Hyndman Jones, Major
General Sir Arthur and Lady Lvnden Bell, Col. Sir
C. B. Vyvyan, Major and Mrs. Booth, Mrs. Rice, Mrs.
H. Findlay, Capt. H. H. C. and Mrs. Baird, Mrs. Norman,
Mr. H. de L. Walters, Mrs. Rivaz, Capt. J. F. Whitacre
Allen, Mrs. Morgan, Miss Davidson, Mr. C. R. B. Knight,
Lt.Col. Lucas, Mrs. and Miss Findlay, Mrs. Hammond,
Mrs. Burnside, Miss Collins, Mrs. Crookenden, Mrs.
Hardy, Major and Mrs. Jackson.
Cheques were received from :—
Col. Sparrow, Capt. Somerset Webb, Mrs. Webster,
Mrs. Spear and Mrs. Ronald.
The ladies who so kindly assisted at the sale were :
I. LADIES' CLOTHING :

Mesdames Findlay and Guy Lee; The Misses
Burnside, and Miss Murphy.

2. HATS :

Mesdames Baird and Jackson.

3. BOOTS AND SHOES :

Mesdames Norman and Hardy and Miss Davidson.

4. MEN S CLOTHING :

Mesdames Crookenden, Cook, Miss Cook and Capt.
Cook.

5. CHILDREN'S CLOTHING :
Mesdames Corney and Potter, and Miss Lee.
6. ODDS AND ENDS:

The Misses Bailev and Sheer an.

L

Effects

IST of the names of deceased Soldiers whose personal
estate is held for distribution amongst the Next
ofKin or others entitled.
Applications from persons supposing themselves
entitled as NextofKin should be addressed by letter
to the " Under Secretary of State, War Office, Caxton
House, Tothill Street, London, S.W. 1," and marked
outside " Effects."
( s. d.
5 0 0
E. Kent Regt.
Pte. G. Allen
1 6 8
H. J. Arnold
8 10 0
S. F. L Barne
2 17 1
,, A. Beck
6 0 0
,, J. Booth
2 3 0
,, W. Bower
9 6 10
T. Cousins
4 0 0
P. Cramp ton
0 16 8
E. H. Crump
1 13 4
,, E. A. Dunn
0 10 0
S. D. East
0 17 6
A. E. Gentry
5 0 0
P. R. M. Hardy
0
„ W. P. Hatton
0
B. T. JHawkins
0
C. F. Heath
6
„ J. Hodge
0
H. A. Leslie
0
,, M. Loveridge
3 10 0
R. B. MacKessack
4 10 0
L/Cpl. J. T. Mandate
1 13 4
Pte. C. F. Marriott
2 6 8
R. Martin
4 0 0
G. Merricks
2 10 0
L/Cpl. L. Mitchell
5 0 0
Pte. A. E. Mummery
7 8 6
A. V. Murdoch
7 7 1
C. D. Norman
1 5 10
H. Ovenell
5 10 0
J. A. Sturman
3 10 0
A. T. Toby
0
G. J. C. Van Rooyen
0
J. H. Watson
8
J. Wayte
0
E. H. Williams

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The Gunner."
" The Queen's Own Gazette. '
" Royal Army Ordnance Corps' Gazette."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The DieHards."
" St. George's Gazette "
" The Bugle."
" On The March."
" The Snapper."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Blast."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Journal of The Hon. Artillery Co."
" British Legion."
" Cabah Feidh."
" The Sapper."
" Journal of The Royal Army Service Corps."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Red Hackle."
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The Buffs.

NO. 11.
SCHELLENBERG (or DONAUWERTH) 21st June,* 1704.
Y/TARLBOROUGH had now succeeded in
±\L the first part of his plan by effecting
a junction with the Imperialist forces under
Prince Louis of Baden. His immediate
objective was the capture of the town of
Donauwerth, on the Danube, at the junction of
that river with its tributary, the Wernitz.
The possession of this town would give him
a bridge over the Danube and it would also
serve as a base for the invasion of Bavaria.
The enemy were, however, well aware of its
importance, and the
Elector of Bavaria had
detached the Count
d'Arco with 10,000
infantry and 2,500
cavalry to occupy the
Schellenberg, a height
on the north bank of
the Danube which
completely commands
the town. If the army
under
Marlborough
and Prince Louis could
be prevented from
crossing the Danube
and invading Bavaria,
the Elector hoped to
keep his adversaries in
check until he received
reinforcements from
France.
As usual,
time was of the utmost
importance to both
sides, and Marlborough
induced Prince Louis
to agree to march on
Donauwerth before it
should be too late.
The Allied army struck
camp on 19th June,
1704, but their marches
on that date and on
the 20th could not be
concealed from the enemy, who divined
Marlborough's intention and commenced to
prepare reinforcements for Count d'Arco.
The curious arrangement under which
Marlborough and Prince Louis took command
on alternate days has already been mentioned
and on 21st June it was to be Marlborough's
turn for command. He decided that the
boldest course would be the safest, and
determined to attack that day, even though
it would be necessary to deliver the attack on

the conclusion of a long and tiring march. He
believed that if an attack were not delivered
on 21st June, Prince Louis would spend the
22nd June in Councils of War and vain
deliberations. All chance of surprise that
remained would be lost and the enemy afforded
ample time to reinforce the defenders of the
Schellenberg. Prince Louis was consulted and
agreed to Marlborough's plan and on 20th
June all preparations were made for a long
march the next day, to be followed by an
attack. A hospital for
the wounded was to be
formed at Nordlingen.
The advanced guard
was composed of 35
squadrons of cavalry
and 130 men fromeach
of the 45 Battalions of
Marlborough's
own
army. Lord Cadogan,
the QuarterMaster
General (at that time
the QuarterMaster
General seems to have
been the chief staff
officer to the com
mander of a force and
at times secondincom
mand as well), with
several squadrons of
cavalry, 400 pioneers
to improve the roads,
and the pontoon train
formed the van guard
and moved off some
time before 3 a.m.,
which was the starting
time for the main
guard. The remainder
of the Army under
Prince Louis followed
at 5 a.m. Strict orders
were issued to prevent
baggage obstructing the line of march and Her
Majesty's Battalion of Guards and Prince
George's Regiment of Foot (Churchill's, The
Buffs) which had always been in attendance
on the Duke of Marlborough and General
Churchill, were ordered " to fall into the line
of battle and take their post there."
By 8 o'clock Cadogan had reached
Obermorgen on the River Wernitz, some four
miles above Donauwerth and in sight of the
Schellenberg. He drove off the enemy's
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picquets and proceeded to mark out a camp.
At 9 a.m. Marlborough arrived at Ober
morgen and taking some of Cadogan's cavalry
as escort, accompanied by the officers who
were to command the attacking columns,
approached Donauwerth and made a personal
reconnaissance of the Schellenberg from a
comparatively short distance, paying no heed
to the artillery fire which the defenders
directed at them.
The Schellenberg is a conical hill on the
north bank of the Danube, and the Wernitz
runs into the latter river at Donauwerth,
which is just to the west of the hill. The top
of the hill forms a level plateau about half a
mile in width. From there the ground falls
gently in a northerly direction to a wide plain,
covered with woods, one of which, the
Boschberg, extended nearly up to the north
west point of the plateau. From there, the
northwestern and western slopes towards the
Wernitz are more precipitous.
A little
stream skirts the bottom of the hill and a small
ravine runs diagonally along the northwestern
slopes into this rivulet. There was an old
fort on a spur of the Schellenberg immediately
overlooking Donauwerth.
From the outworks of Donauwerth the
enemy had thrown up a line of entrenchments
some two miles long, extending almost to the
point of the Boschberg, round the summit of
the hill and thence down to the Danube. The
entrenchments were strongest and of a
formidable nature on the north face, where
the slopes were gentle and the woods afforded
cover to an attacking force, but on the north
western and western faces where the slopes
were more precipitous and the approach was
flanked by the ramparts of the town, they had
not been completed. Further, Marlborough
saw the site of a camp for a large force on the
southern bank of the river, already occupied
by cavalry reinforcements. The slower
moving infantry would not be far behind and
it was evident that no time should be lost.
The infantry of the advanced guard had,
however, been delayed in their march. The
roads from their bivouac of the previous night
had been execrable and it had taken from
3 a.m. to 12 noon to march the twelve miles
up to the River Wernitz. At 3 p.m. the
infantry crossed the River Wernitz at Ober
morgen by the bridge, the pontoon train
throwing bridges over the river lower down.
The mounted troops were ordered to cut
fascines for the infantry, for the latter to
throw into the ditch of the entrenchment,
and by this means it was hoped a crossing
would be effected.

Marlborough led the troops of the advance
guard down to the Boschberg Wood, intending
to attack the enemy's position both from the
north and northwest, but the thickness of
the woods precluded an attack from the north.
Count d'Arco for a long time refused to believe
that Marlborough intended to attack that
day, and considered that the movements of
the Allied troops constituted nothing more
than a reconnaissance in force. The advance
and deployment of the Allied columns, covered
by the fire of their artillery, convinced him at
last, and he hurriedly called all his troops
(estimated at strengths varying from 7,000 to
18,000) to arms.
Marlborough, anxious to give the enemy as
little time as possible, did not await the arrival
of the whole of the army under Prince Louis.
His plan was for the infantry of the advance
guard (composed, as already mentioned of
130 men from each of the 45 battalions of the
Army he had brought from Flanders) to lead
the attack. Actually in advance of them
there was a " forlorn hope " of 50 Guardsmen
under Lord Mordaunt and Colonel Munden.
The infantry of the advance guard was to be
supported by eight Battalions under Major
General Withers. Four of these (including
Churchill's Regiment), were English; the
remainder were of other Allied nationalities.
The role of this force was to support the
advance guard and, if necessary, to attack
in prolongation of its right; eventually
it did prolong the line in that direction.
Behind them again were a further eight
battalions (three of them British) under
LieutenantGeneral Count Horn, a Dutchman.
It was nearly 6 p.m. when Marlborough
ordered General Goer, also Dutch, to
commence the attack with the troops just
mentioned. Every officer and soldier of the
infantry was supplied with a fascine by the
cavalry. The orders were for the infantry to
advance in close order without firing until
they could fling their fascines into the enemy's
trench. The assault commenced. The front
line was commanded by BrigadierGeneral
Ferguson, preceded by the gallant "forlorn
hope " of Guardsmen. The troops met with
a very heavy frontal and flanking fire.
LieutenantGeneral Goer was killed and many
other casualties were sustained. For a
moment the troops wavered, but they were
rallied and continued their advance as far as
the ravine, referred to above, which ran across
the line of advance at about 80 yards distance
from the trench. Mistaking this ravine for
the trench, the troops, by an unfortunate
mistake, hurled their fascines into it, and then
gallantly continued their advance to the edge
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of the enemy's ditches. Here they were
brought to a standstill. They had used up all
their fascines and had no means of crossing.
The Bavarians, taking advantage of the
momentary confusion of the attackers, dashed
out from their works and made a fierce
counter attack. A handtohand struggle
raged for some time and then the British and
Imperialists were forced back to the ravine,
some 80 yards behind. Marlborough and his
staff dismounted and exerted themselves iti
every direction to rally the troops. The first
line of horse and dragoons were brought up.
The infantry again advanced to the assault.
The defenders had, however, been reinforced
by troops from the northern and western
sectors of the defences which had yet been
attacked, and they again counterattacked.
Attackers and defenders suffered very heavy
losses and the cavalry on both sides closed up
into the thick of the battle. At length the
Bavarians withdrew to their own side of the
ditch, but as the British and Imperialists were
unable to advance, the fight now developed
into a musketry duel.
Fortunately, at this time, Prince Louis
arrived with the remainder of the army and
Marlborough directed his leading troops to
attack the western sector of the defences.
Count d'Arco had assigned certain troops
to defend this portion of the works by frontal
and flanking fire,
but for some reason his
orders had not been executed and the troops
of Prince Louis had an almost unopposed
passage, until, at length, Count d'Arco collected
a force of cavalry and charged Prince Louis'
troops but was repulsed, and the Allied troops
now proceeded to take in flank the enemy,
who were holding up the British and Dutch.
In this quarter the struggle had proceeded
with increasing intensity, and the Royal Scots
Greys had been ordered to dismount and
charge on foot. (Dragoons in those days
were really mounted infantry). As they were
about to do this, the enemy, taken in flank and
held firmly in front, broke and fled.
The victory was complete and the enemy
were pursued with vigour. Count d'Arco
himself escaped with difficulty. The Allies
had, however, bought their victory at very
heavy cost, their casualties being 360 officers
and 4,982 men killed and wounded. The
British share was 115 officers and 1,421 men.
Churchill's Regiment escaped comparatively
lightly with two officers and three men killed
and thirtyseven wounded.
J.F.W.A.
The discrepancy in the dates of the battle as shewn in
the print and the date mentioned in the article is
due to the difference between the ol<L~and new
methods of compiling the calendar.

Round and About.
Anxiety about " what to burn" has
been allayed in the last few days,
although the voting in the districts
seems at the moment to be against acceptance of the
terms. It is to be hoped that the rosy prophecies of
better trade and a renewal of industrial prosperity will
not go the way of the prophecies of 1918 of " lands
fit for heroes."
THE COAL
SCUTTLE.

*

*

*

*

There is every sign that November 11th
has increased its hold on the popular
imagination and it is unlikely that there
will be even isolated cases in future of wrongheaded
people who break the silence. One foreign workman
in London who was bold enough to make a deliberate
noise during the " two minutes " has some leisure now
in which to consider his folly. He narrowly escaped
a good hiding at the hands of an infuriated crowd and
was deservedly dismissed by his employer.
ARMISTICE
DAY.

*

*

*

*

We in England quite rightly
con
gratulate ourselves at intervals on the
efficiency of our public services. The
Police in the General Strike shewed what they were
worth and the Fire Brigades every day in London give
evidence of devotion to duty, efficiency and heroism.
There is one public service whose efficiency I have
recently experienced. It is the Lost Property Depart
ment at Scotland Yard. Having carelessly left
a package on a motor 'bus, I duly paraded at Scotland
Yard and found myself in company with fifty or sixty
other careless people. At the risk of arousing some
feminine resentment, I have to record that women
predominated in the throng.
But the main point is this : how honest people are
with other people's lost property. I saw several purses
and handbags containing as much as twenty or thirty
pounds in notes and coin restored to their anxious
owners. And how efficient is the system whereby
a package left on a 'bus in Kensington is duly returned
to the loser within three days ! 2/6 in the £ is the
charge and it seems to me to be a very moderate one.
The money goes to the finder as a reward.
LOST
PROPERTY.

*

*

*

*

THE
I went to a League of Nations Meeting
LEAGUE
the other night and listened to ah
OF NATIONVS. admirable exposition of its aims and

ideals by a very distinguished economist.
With most of his discourse one was quite naturally in
sympathy, but I was surprised to learn from him that
there was a tacit agreement between Great Britain
and the United States, regarding the time for the
latter's intervention in the war. I seem to remember
reading of Mr. Page, the American Ambassador* to the
Court of St. James's, enduring agonies in the early
months of the conflict because of his country's
abstention. And it seems that much injustice has
been done to America through ignorance of this fact.
The average Englishman believes that America reaped
a financial harvest in the first two years of the war,
and there has been no proof to the contrary.
The speaker made one other remark that called for
and received some question. He advocated a general
forgiveness of War Debts by Great Britain as a
" gesture " to the world. His point was that if we
forgave France her debt to us, France in turn would
be able and willing to reduce the amount she is
demanding from Germany. In answer to a pertinent
question, the .speaker said that he felt that America
would also act generously as a result and that the
general forgiveness would go far to produce the
atmosphere of goodwill that is so vital to the success
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of the ideals of the League of Nations. The Dragon
is no place for politics, international or domestic, but
the topic is of sufficient general interest to warrant
the expression of some doubt concerning this wave of
altruism.
*

4

*

*

In writing of the St. Barnabas
THE
SHIP OF
Pilgrimage to the Battlefields of
REMEMBRANCE. Salonika and Gallipoli, I expressed

the belief that some written record of
that interesting voyage would be forthcoming. I now
see that Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton have published
a book by Ian Hay, the popular author, concerning
the pilgrimage. The book is called " The Ship of
Remembrance " and costs but 2/. It ought to prove
of great interest to those who served on any of those
fronts or who had relatives who did. Ian Hay was
a member of the pilgrimage and therefore writes at
first hand.
THE
I notice in an evening paper that a
ALSATIAN
Society or League that has a love of
WOLFHOUND this breed of dog as its raison d'etre

is proposing to change the name of
the breed to Alsatian Sheep Dog because of the
apprehension that has been caused by attacks on their
owners by Alsatians.
But a wolf in sheep dog's clothing will not be any
more reliable, will it ?
ART FOR
An artist was sketching in a London
TEMPERANCE'S Park.
Two workmen who were
SAKE.
passing looked over his shoulder with

mild interest for some time. Then,
as they started to walk away, said one to the other :
" Well, its better than going to public houses, anyway."
That ought to go far to scotch the idea that painters
ate often intemperate fellows.
Did you read " The Prisoner of
Zenda " and " Rupert of Hentzau "
years ago ? If so, and I presume
that you enjoyed them, go and see Noel Coward's play
" The Queen was in the Parlour " at The Duke of
York's Theatre. It is in the same tradition and very
thrilling.
A PLAY
TO SEE.

The Buffs Golfing Society.

match
at Rye on
T
November 20th,
details
of which are given later, brought

FIXTURES, 1927.
Date.
Mar. 9.
„
20.
„
27.
Apr. 8.
„
„
„
May

27.
28.
29.
7.

Club.
Camberley Heath
Folkestone
Aldershot Command
R.W. Kent Regiment at
West Hill
1 Spring Meeting at
f Prince's, Sandwich.
Royal St. George's
Wrotham Heath

„
18.
Tune 12.
„ 18.
July 20.

The Hon. Sec.
The Hon. Sec.
Maj.Gen. Sir A. Lynden Bell,
K.C.B.
Lt.Col. E. E. Burns.
The Hon. Sec.
Col. J. Body, D.S.O.
The Hon. Sec.

Royal Ashdown Forest
Littlestone
Rye
Royal East Kent
Yeomanry at Belmont.
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne.
Sept. 24.
Knole Park
The Hon. Sec.
Oct. 19. \ Autumn Meeting at
„
20. j" Royal St. George's

Other matches, the dates of which have yet to be
settled, will be :—
The R.E. Golfing Society, Shorncliffe Garrison, the
Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, St. Augustine's, Herne
Bay and possibly one or two others.
Here it may be said that members wishing to
arrange matches other than those provided for are
asked to notify the Hon. Secretary as early as possible.
THE SOCIETY AT RYE.

Saturday. November 20th, will long be remembered
as being an outstanding example of the English climate
at its worst. Drenching rain and a terrific gale vied
with each other in making the outlook for play utterly
hopeless, but still we hung on just on the chance that
it might get better when the tide turned. Shortly
after noon came a break and a little later the conditions
became such, by a narrow margin, as to allow the
foursomes couples to get away. The Society won by
three matches to two and, at the close of play, there
was no happier man than Brig.General McDouall who,
in the most uncanny way, kept on holing out from the
edge of the green. This, coupled with Captain
Dampier Palmer's steady iron play, went a long way
towards bringing about our success, though our two
other winning couples are equally to be congratulated.
RESULT.

The Society.
Col.W.H.Trevor and Capt.W.C.
Lamarque
.
... 0
Lt.Col. E. B. Eurns and Lt.Col.
F. Bradley Dyne
0
Capt. H. de R. Morgan and Capt.
B. Hammond Davies (4 & 3) 1
Lt. F. G. Crozier and Capt. D. V.
Coote (3 & ?)
1
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall and Capt.
Dampier Palmer (4 & 3) ... 1

Rye A. Team.
Capt. H. A. Shadforth and S. E.
Gay (4 & 2)
1
J. H. Coxwell Rogers and H.P.C.
Hare (4 & 3)
1
D. R and J. R. Pearson
... 0

P. Fitzgerald and Lt.Col. G.A.M.
Roe ...
0
Maj. R. A. Chrystal and D. J.
Boyd
...
0

Totals 3

HE

the current season to a close—in
fact it can truthfully be said that
it blew it out of sight as seldom, if
ever, has golf been played in such
trying conditions.
Not till March next year shall
we take the field again as will be
seen from the following list of
fixtures that have, so far, been
arranged.
As the Hon Secretary will be
away seeking the sun for the next
few months, members are asked to
_
notify the matches in which they
would likejtofplay with Mr. R. M. Bourne, Rose Cottage,
Sandwich, who[has|kindly offered to carry on pending
Captain Baird's return.

Manager.
Capt. W. C. Lamarque.
Col. W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.
Capt. H. de R. Morgan, D.S.O.
The Hon. Sec.

MEMBERS.

Membership of the Society now stands at 127, the
following have recently joined:—
The Messrs. G. H. Igglesden and H. B. Vertue.
The Hon. Secretary will always be glad to have the
names and addresses of others whom it is thought
might like to join.

B. and W. FISK-MOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George'8 Place, Canterbury.

Tel. 3377

Note New Address.
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Records of Other Regiments.
No. XXIII.

The Seaforth Highlanders.
(ROSSSHIRE BUFFS, THE DUKE OF ALBANY'S).
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Regimental ColourThe Elephant,
superscribed " Assaye," " Carnatic," Hindoo
stan," " Mysore," " Cape of Good Hope, 1806,"
" Maida," "Java," "South Africa, 1835,"
" Sevastopol," " Kooshab," " Persia," " Lucknow,"
" Central Tndia," " Peiwar Kotal," " Charasiah,"
" Kabul, 1879," " Kandahar, 1880," " Afghanistan,
187880," " Tel el Kebir," " Egypt, 1882,"
" Chitial," " Atbara," " Khartoum," " Paarde
berg," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's ColourMarne, 1914, '18,"
" Ypres, 1915, '17, '18," " Loos," " Somme, 1916—
18," "Arras, 1917, '18," " Vimy, 1917, '18,"
" Cambrai, 1917, '18," " Valenciennes," " Palestine,
1917, '18," " Baghdad."
*

*

*

*

The Seaforth Highlanders claim descent from the
2nd Highland Regiment, afterwards known as the 78th
or Fraser's Highlanders, a regiment raised in 1757 by
the Hon. Simon Fraser (who had fought for Bonny
Prince Charlie in the Fortyfive Rebellion). Under
Wolfe and Amherst the regiment served in North
America, being at the sieges of Louisburg and Quebec.
At the latter place it is recorded that the nuns of the
French Convents made trousers from spare blankets
to cover the knees of the Scotsmen during the first
winter of their occupation of the Quebec Citadel.
Fraser's Highlanders were disbanded in 1763, many of
them settling down in Canada as colonists.
After a lapse of fifteen years, the name of the 78th
Highlanders reappeared in the Army List, the new
78th being raised by Kenneth MacKenzie, Earl of
Seaforth. This nobleman was the head of the
MacKenzie clan, and the surname MacKenzie was
borne by no less than ten of the original officers, while
among the rank and file the men of clan MacRae pre
dominated to such an extent that the Regiment was
called " The Wild MacRaes " by the good people of
Edinburgh, who regarded a Highland corps with no
very favourable eye in those days.
It is from the clan MacKenzie that the Regiment
derives its Tartan, also its crest of the Stag's Head and
the two Gaelic mottoes " Cuidich'n Righ " (Help to
the King) and " Cabar Feidh Gu Brath " (The Antlers
of the Deer for Ever). According to the folklore of
the Highlands, when the life of King Alexander II. of

Scotland was endangered by a wounded stag, an Irish
man, by name Kenneth FitzGerald, came to the rescue
and slew the animal. As a mark of gratitude, the
King gave his presever an estate in the Highlands, and
he became the founder of the Clan MacKenneth or
MacKenzie.
In 1781 the Regiment went abroad for the first time
—to India. The Earl of Seaforth died at sea on the
voyage out, as did two hundred and fifty of his men.
The long voyage, cooped up aboard ship for many
weary months, proved a great trial to the Scottish
mountaineers, so that less than half the survivors who
landed at Madras were fit for duty. Nevertheless, the
Regiment soon regained its strength and served in the
campaigns against Tippoo Sahib.
In 1786, owing to a reduction in the strength of the
Army, the 78th was renumbered the 72nd. On April
7th, 1809, the Regiment, then at the Cape of Good
Hope, was ordered to cease wearing the Highland
costume as that dress " was objectionable to the people
of South Britain." Exactly why the people of South
Britain should object to a Regiment in South Africa
being dressed in its own national costume has never
been explained.
Another, version of the reason for the change of
dress is that in 1809, owing to the number of
Highland Regiments in the Army, Scotland could not
find the men to fill them and the Highland Dress was
taken away from several Regiments, the 72nd being
one of the number. The only Highland trace in the
Regiment being :—
(1) The nationality of the majority of the men.
(2) The thistles in the lace of the Officers' Goatees :
(3) The Pipers who were retained, though dressed
in the uniform of an English Line Regiment.
In 1823 the 72nd Regiment was granted the title
of " The Duke of Albany's Own Highlanders," and
the Highland dress was partly restored though (trews)
were still worn in lieu of kilts for many years, until
1882). At the same time, the Coronet and Cypher of
H.R.H. the Duke of York were adopted as badges.
Meanwhile, yet another Regiment known aA the
78th Highlanders had been formed. This, the third
corps to bear the title, had been raised in 1793 by
Francis Humberstone MacKenzie, who afterwards
succeeded to the Earldom of Seaforth.
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This Regiment also went to India in 1796 and remained
in the East for several years. For bravery at the Battle
of Assaye in 1803 they were given a third Colour, to be
carried on ceremonial parades. This Colour bears the
device of an Elephant, which now forms the Regiment's
second collar badge. When the 78th came home from
Ceylon in 1837 they brought with them a tame elephant
which was trained to march in front of the band.
Both the 72nd and the 78th served in the Indian
Mutiny—the latter being especially prominent during
the fighting around Lucknow. The 72nd and the 5th
Gurkhas became firm friends during the Afghan War,
and the Highlanders possess a .shield presented by their
brotherhillmen in commemoration of their comrade
ship.
In 1881 the 72nd and 78th were united as one
Regiment, under their present designation—an
eminently suitable one, in view of the great similarlity
of their early associations.
In 1895 the 2nd Seaforth Highlanders were brigaded
with the 1st Buffs in the force which went to the relief
of the beleaguered garrison of Chitral, on the North
west Frontier of India.
The Seaforth's Battle Honours number 85, and
eleven V.C.'s have been awarded to members of the
Regiment, which mustered over iiftythousand men
in its nineteen battalions during the Great War.
The 1st Seaforths left India for France soon after
the outbreak of War, as part of the Meerut Division :
the 4th Seaforths (Territorials) joined the same brigade
a few weeks later, and the two battalions fought along
side each other at Givenchy, Neuve Chapelle, Festubert
and Loos. Towards the end of 1915 the 1st. Battalion
left for Mesopotamia and (later) Palestine, but the
4th Battalion stayed in France, to become part of the
51st Division. The: 2nd Battalion Seaforth
Highlanders was also engaged on the Western Front
from August, 1914, to the Armistice.
In all Scottish regiments ' Hogmanay ' is a season
of conviviality. The Seaforths have an especially
curious and interesting method of celebrating the
occasion. Just before twelve midnight on December
31st, the Old Year (represented by the Oldest Soldier)
is escorted to the gate by Father Time (impersonated
by the next senior soldier). He departs, to the music
of the bagpipes. Then, following the last .stroke of
twelve, a knock is heard at the gate. In response to
the challenge " Halt! Who goes there ?" comes the
reply " The New Year." The gate is flung wide open,
and the New Year (represented by the Regiment's
Youngest Soldier, in the dress of a Highland Chieftain
of Ross) makes his triumphal entry by the light of
blazing torches. Accompanied by the band, playing
' A Guid New Year to Ane and All " he proceeds to the
Officers' Mess, where he exchanges seasonable greetings
with the Colonel, and the ceremony concludes with the
singing of " Auld Lang Syne" and the National
Anthem.
R. MAURICE HILL.

Correspondence.
REMINISCENCES.

Dear Sir,
This is the last number of The Dragon for the year
1926, and Christmas, 1926, will have passed and gone
before its next issue. We are much indebted to the
Editor for the excellent accounts given of both
Battalions, the Depot and 4th Battalion, and send
him and his staff congratulations on running this
excellent Regimental Paper.

It is such a pleasure to " Old Buffs " to be kept " au
fait " in the doings of the Old Regiment in which they
passed so many happy years and made so many friends.
The two Battalions are changing station ; the 1st
Battalion to Meerut, India, and the 2nd Battalion have
already gone to Aldershot, where it is certain it will
keep the reputation it has gained at Weymouth. The
1st Battalion was twice at Meerut on its tour in India,
186679. In 1867 it was unfortunate to have a bad
epidemic of cholera. Its monument there shows how
fatal it was to the battalion. The battalion was
again there in 1879. It should have come home in
1878, and had sent away some 400 men (volunteers
to other Regiments). Very unfortunately, the Afghan
War suddenly broke out, so owing to being under
strength the Battalion was sent to garrison Meerut,
so therefore, our chance of serving in the campaign under
Lord Roberts was lost. BrigadierGeneral Hickson and
Ommanney returned with the battalion in 1879 ; it was
the very cold year of 1879—80 and the Battalion were
sent to Shorncliffe, whose slopes were deep snow and
many were suffering from dengue fever.
We have mentioned both Battalions, but The Depot
at Canterbury and the 4th Battalion must not be for
gotten. All good things are said of them both.
It is a pleasure to know that the Past and Present
Association is doing so well; it is a means of bringing
old friends together and the Committee is to be
congratulated.
Yours sincerely,
A. E. OMMANNEY.
THE LEOPARD.

Sir,
We shall be very grateful if you will insert the
following announcement of " The Leopard," the
new journal of The West African Regiment, in your
next number.
Many Officers and NonCommissioned Officers of
the Line Battalions have served with The West African
Regiment and we feel that a notice in your widely
read journal will materially help us to get into touch
with past members of the Corps.
Yours sincerely,
E. BALDWIN,
Editor, The Leopard.
Wilberforce Barracks,
Sierra Leone.
*

*

*

*

NOTICE.

" The Leopard," Journal of The West African
Regiment, published quarterly. Annual subscription,
5/ post free.
Past members of the Corps should write to The
Editor, Wilberforce Barracks, Sierra Leone, enclosing
Banker's Order, or Postal Order.
The West African Regimental Dinner is now held
annually in London. Particulars can be obtained
from:—Colonel Commandant B. Faunce, C.B.E.,
Hyeton, Stonehead, Farnham.
Dear Major J ackson,
I just wanted to drop you a line to thank you for
the wonderful day you gave me with the Buffs, I
enjoyed every minute of it, and will carry home to
Toronto many fond recollections.
Carlton Hotel,
Yours sincerely,
London, S.W. 1.
HENRY M. PELLATT.
10th November, 1926.
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The 1st Battalion.
" A " COMPANY RUNNING TEAM.
Winners Open Race—Royal Naval Sports.

Lieut. Foster.
L/Cpl. Hodkins.

rpHE month of October
in
Gibraltar
is
always welcomed with joy
and relief, for it marks the
end of a Slimmer, too long
drawn out and more im
portant still, the end or
nearfy the end of that
pestilence, the Levanter.
And this October has
proved no exception to the
general rule, for plentiful
rain and a cold snap in
the early morning have
caused us to take on a new
lease of life, so that
conversation at breakfast has now become
general, and not, as heretofore, confined to
a blunt invitation to our nextdoorneighbour
to join the Mustard Club, by the simple
expedient of helping himself to that universal
condiment and then passing it on.
At the beginning of the month we were
gratified and honoured at receiving a signed

Sergt. Burville.
Pte. Priestly.

portrait of His Majesty the King of Spain in
commemoration of our visit to the battlefields
of Albuhera. On the portrait in His Majesty's
handwTriting was written :—
To " The Buffs."
ALFONSO R.H.,
Colonel 16th Lancers.
The portrait was accompanied by a letter
from the late Commanding Officer of the
Albuhera Regiment, of which the following
is a translation *—
Battalion Recruiting Depot
of Murcia, No. 47.

Colonel of the Regiment "The Buffs,"
Gibraltar.
13th October, 1926.
My dear Sir and distinguished friend,
His Majesty, King Don Alfonso XIII.
(whom God preserve) has entrusted me
with the honourable mission of sending to
you the enclosed photograph, which he
has graciously signed and dedicated to the
heroic Regiment under your distinguished
command.
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After having had the honour to fulfil
this mission, it is with the greatest pleasure
that I reiterate my feelings of admiration
and personal affection, which I pray you
will express to the Officers under your
command whom I had the honour of
meeting in the village of " La Albuhera "
when the famous battle was commemorated
and on which occasion I was in command
of the Infantry Regiment of that name
(Albuhera), of which I have quite recently
finished my term of command.
With my best wishes for the happy
continuation of the glorious history of your
Corps,
I remain,
Ever your devoted and affectionate friend,
{Signed) :

ENRTOUE LOPEZ.

It is by such gracious acts as this that the
bonds of friendship which have existed for so
many years between England and Spain are
strengthened, and the kindly thought was one
which is typical of the King of Spain and
which has caused him to be beloved not only
by his own people, but by people of other
Nations as weil.
.
On October 12th, sufficient rain had fallen
to justify the commencement of cubbing and
a start was made that day at Guadacorte
Farm. The opening meet was held, also at
Guadacorte, on November 6th, but, though
the day was glorious, scent was poor and a
very quiet day's hunting ensued. Perhaps
the best day we have yet had was the cubbing
meet at Almorima on November 3rd, when,
despite torrential rain, some nice woodland
hunting was enjoyed by a very small field.
Part of the European detachment of the
United States Navy is still in the Harbour
and on October 16th their officers gave a most
enjoyable dance at the Garrison Library,
which apparently " all the Rock and his wife "
attended.
On October 23rd we held a Past and
Present Dinner which was, as last year, a great
success. Telegrams were exchanged with the
corresponding dinner being held in London
at the same time. Another extremely enjoy
able Past and Present Dinner was that of the
Machine Gunners of the 1st Battalion, held
in the Garrison Recreation Rooms on October
20th. A full account of the function will be
found in the Machine Gun Platoon's notes in
this number.
Colonel Kennedy passed through the
station in H.M .T. Derbyshire at the beginning
of the month. Unfortunately the ship was not
in long enough for him to land, but Colonel
Power, Colonel Lucas and Captain Wilkins
were able to go aboard and pay him a fleeting
visit.

We take this opportunity of wishing
him every success in his new appointment,
and hope that we shall have the chance of
seeing him many times whilst we are in India.
We wrere somewhat alarmed a few days ago
to see in the papers that the small yacht which
Captain Goldsmith, R.N., is sailing to Malta
and in which Captain Tuke is one of " the
crew " had been picked up in distress by a
French destroyer and towed into a port of
Algiers. However, this disquieting news was
followed by a post card from Captain Tuke to
say that all was well. We wish him a good
voyage for the remainder of the trip without,
we hope, further incident of this nature.
As we go to press, we hear the welcome
news that Colonel Lucas and Major Howard
Smith are both to be promoted to command
Battalions. Further details are not yet to
hand, but we hasten to offer our heartiest
congratulations to both on their wellearned
success.
SECOND PAST AND PRESENT DINNER OVERSEAS.

The Second Past and Present Dinner overseas was
held at Gibraltar on October 23rd, when 270
officers and men of the 1st Battalion dined together
in the large supper bar at Grand Casemates barracks.
The room was tastefully decorated with flags and
bunting, the catering arrangements being taken in
hand, by the N.A.A.F.I. It was difficult to find a room
in barracks large enough to accommodate so many.
However, with a little manoeuvring, we managed to
fit them all in and the good work commenced. It is
the regret of everyone here that we have not the
pleasure of seeing some of the Past, Gibraltar being
one of the few places where the old Regiment has left
none of its members. No doubt in future years while
we are in India, we shall run across some of the old
°neThe first toast of the evening was that of H.M. The
King by the Commanding Officer, who, later, addressed
a few words to his brother Buffs. We regret it will
be the last dinner he will be able to attend with us as
a Present member, owing to his command terminating
during next year. However, we will have the, pleasure
of including him in the toast of the Past in future years.
During the remainder of the evening we were
entertained by Lieut. Reid, Sgts. Goss and Burt (the
latter with Spotty) and Cpl. Meakin.
The Orchestra of the R.A., under Band Sgt.Major
Forbes, rendered suitable selections during the
intervals.
\
A cablegram of greeting was sent to the Fast and
Present at home, and a cheery reply received, which
was unfortunately delayed and in consequence was not
received in time to be read during the evening.
10.30 p.m. brought to a conclusion a pleasant
evening, and the second annual dinner overseas.

PACESTICK.

Billiards.

The Battalion have entered a Junior Team of
Billiard Players for the Garrison and have so far proved
victorious. We hope that they will continue so, as
they have a good captain to give them encouragement
(L/Cpl. Cross). They have only played two matches
so far, so by publishing the results there is nothing
more to say.

« '

Billiards.

JUNIOR BILLIARD LEAGUE.
R.A.M.C.

L/Cpl. Weberly
Pte. Faulkiner
Pte. Draper ...
Pte. Groen ...
Pte. Warner

150
150
104
113
142

Is/ Bn. The Buffs.

L/Cpl. Wyles
Bdsm. Cummins
Pte. Burtenshaw
Pte. Burt
L/Cpl. Cross

... 143
... 39
... 150
150
... 150

We played the Signals at Billiards and we turned out victors, by
the small margin of four points after some close and interesting, games.
T h efollowingwere theresults: —
. . .* ,
L/c. H. Crook
150 v. L/c. Newman ...
"... 96
L/c. W. Axten
...
... 150 v. Pte. Howland ...
... 121
Dr. F. Spice ...
...
... 150 v. Pte. Foord
...
... 116
Dr. G. Hicks
98 v. Pte. Feakins
150
Dr. Harland
109 v. Pte. Hollands ...
... 150
Dr. Davey
130 v. Pte. Kendall
150

150
150
116
85
131

Is/ Bn. The Buffs.
L/Cpl. Wyles
... 146
L/Cpl. White
... 125
Pte. Burtenshaw ... 150
Pte. Burt ...
... 150
L/Cpl. Cross
... 150

Congratulations to Dr. Crook on rising to the LanceCorporal
Section.
By the time these notes appear we shall have lost six more of our
best drummers who are going to U.K. for transfer to the Army Reserve.
Their services will be greatly missed both on,parade and in the sports
fields, but we wish them all the very best of luck in civil life and expect
to hear of them doing great things.

Drums
R.E.'s

Spr. Willis ...
Cpl. Ward ...
Pte. Nay lor ...
Spr. Peters .,.
L/Cpl. Baldwin

d
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A Correspondence Problem.
The following letter was apparently placed in the Dragon Box in
error:—
Dear Band President,
I have been asked by the O.C. Machine Gun Platoon if your
band could play at the Machine Gunners' reunion dinner on
Wednesday next, provided the P.M.C. will sanction a change of
Guest Night.
Yours,
A. B. SMITH,
Captain,
Commanding H.Q. Wing.
We have been given to understand that, although thfe.above letter
was apparently mislaid, yet the O.C. Machine Gun Platoon got the
Band President to provide the music and had no trouble with the
P.M.C. in having the date of Guest Night changed. How was
this done ?
LATER.—It transpires that the P.M.C., O.C. 4 H.Q. Wing", O.C.
Machine Gun Platoon and the Band President settled the matter
between them in the Officers' Mess over one glass of sherry between
them.
It is understood that the Officers of the Headquarter Wing are
preparing teams (any number a side) to challenge the Yacht 44 Grey
Mist," should she return to Gibraltar.
We also learn that certain officers, jealous of the fact that
a wellknown firm of safety razor manufacturers is offering free patterns
of their razor to N.C.O.'s and men, desirous of applying for them,
experimented with safety razors of a rival firm, with detrimental effects
upon their facial adornments.

THE BAND.
During the last month we have done very little as it has been raining
in torrents, and as regards the sports line, I am afraid that we cannot
say much about it. The company have had one or two trial matches
at Hockey and Football, but it is rather hard to select the teams.
.Neverthless, we hope to get a team like we had last season, if possible.
The Boys play their weekly match with the Suffolk Boys and so
far have only had their share of winning.
The Band are playing the Corporals at Billiards and so far it is a
draw of 44, so weare awaiting the deciding game between Sgt. Clayton
and Cpl. Vale.
Band.
Corporals.
84
100 L/Cpl. Cross
Cpl. Stace ...
100
Cpl. Vale
88 Cpl. Meakin ...
100
Cpl. Thomas
65 B.M. Leach ...
100
Cpl. Glazier
46 Sgt. Clayton
100
L/Cpl. Tremlett
70 L/Cpl. Smith
74
100 Bdsm. Cummins
L/Cpl. Russell
100 L/Cpl. Fearon
94
L/Cpl. Axten
93
100 Bdsm. Boot...
L/Cpl. McLean
Before we close we must congratulate L/Cpl. Cross on his successes
in the Junior Billiard League, especially after losing a friendly and
the match with the Corporals the same evening. Also Smith, Cross/and
Cadman on being appointed LanceCorporals.
W.J.

THE DRUMS.
At last our Football Team has got into action. The first game
we lost 91 against our friends the Suffolks' Drums. The second game
we fared better, drawing 22 with the Odds and Ends, after being two
down in the first half. Our first one came from a penalty which was
taken by Drm. F. Spice and the second from Drm. Davey. In this
game we sadly missed our best player, L/c. Axten, who was playing for
the Corporals. The third game was played against a team representing
LaLinea. We lost a fast and interesting game by 30. Lieut.
Boucher kindly took us over and we must say that we were gratified
in noticing Capt. Wood, M.C. and Lieut. Oliver at the game also.
Our lads settled down to the game early and all gave of their best,
but LaLinea were superior. Our team was as follows :—
Linesmen: Dmr. Roberts; L/C. Brook, Pte. Bidwell, Dmr. Baker,
Dmr. Spice, L/c. Axten, Dmr. Crust, Dmr. Harland, Dmr. Amos,
Drm. Hicks, Dmr. F. Smith and Dmr. Davey.

... 787

Signals
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Things we want to know.

Is it true that " Dan " wishes to become a 44 Sunbeam " ?
What is the reason towels are used as equipment protectors in the
Drums ? (Ask Granny and Boner).
Who is the Drummer that uses four newspapers and ten football
coupons to pick out the winners and does he ever win ? (Ask the Ex
Marine).
What is the name of the Boy with two medal ribbons ?
What is the reason that some of the drummers are missing their
front teeth ? Is it because they blow too hard, or have done too
many Guards ?
Why doesn't Swill need this Drill until he gets pass the (Surerage) ?
Does he mean Suez ?
F.S.O.w.A.

THE SIGNALS.
Hulloa, everybody ! Dots and Dashes speaking. We have a little
more news to broadcast this month, and mum's the word ; it is good.
We have a few more lads back from leave, and they say they are
sorry it could not be arranged for them to get here sooner.
At present signal training is being carried out in earnest and our
R.S.O. has plenty of schemes hidden away for months to come. Cpl.
Vale keeps us daily glaring at lamps, flags, and shutters, but still it
keeps us up to the standard of high efficiency that we have always had
and hope to hold.
We lose 44 Griffo " who at last has obtained his transfer to the R.A.
He will always be welcomed back to the fold if ever he wishes to return.
In the way of sport we have not been so over busy, but what we
have done is of the same standard as our Signalling. But I have placed
the results at the conclusion of this broadcasting so that you can Judge
for yourselves. 44 Rags " wants to borrow his pen so will finish off till
nex month. Cheerio !
TUG—u—EX.
SIGNALS

Billiards.

V.

SUFFOLKS' SIGNALS.

We won this after some hard games. Scores as follows :
Buffs' Sigs.
Suffolks* Sigs.
L/c. Cross
150 Pte. Lane
Pte. Gowen
80 Pte. Isaacson
Cpl. Vale
150 Pte. Beavis
Pte. Ford
150 Pte. Chapman
Pte. Feakins
150 Pte. Hargraves
Pte. Kendall
150 Pte. Berber
Signals v. Tourmaline
Lost
Signals v. Suffolk Signallers
Drew

61

150
141
67

108

124

Company Football.
The game against the Tourmaline was very fast and was never given
up as lost. Every forward had a shot at goal, but the goalie got 'em
beat every time.
The second game was just as fast, but with a bit of luck we should
have won. Smith (2), Harding and Hollands were our marksmen.

Things we want to know.
Does 44 M.H." mean, 44 Move further away," or " closer to " ?
" Ask Griffo."
Did " Belter " stay away from P. and P. dinner ?
What kind of football does " Joe " play ?
And did he play centrehalf for the 44 O.S.B.'s " Casemates ?
Does 44 Lofty " like jelly with dusters in it ?
And did the steward cough ?
Why did he try to sing: " I ain't nobody's Darling'' ?
Was it because he was sick ?
Does 44 Drapit" mean five days ?
Can Chris, enlighten us ?
Is 44 Pork " seasonable in "H.Q.'s " Mess Room ?
Do you keep your feet still when 44 standing at ease "
Can a certain 44C.S.M." enlighten us ?

ODDS AND ENDS.
Here is just a few notes concerning the Odds and Ends, otherwise,
Nos. 1 and 3 Groups of Headquarter Wing who compose mostly the
Regimental Employed. As regards the sport we assist the Companies
to which we really^belong, and have managed to get a football eleven
together. We have played the Band and Drums, also the Signallers
in some friendly games, and smartened them up. Our biggest defeat
was against the Heavy Battery who beat us 40.
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The Drums threw out a challenge at Push Pice and we wiped the
board, in fact they did not win one game. On asking for a return'
game they were rather shaky as no doubt they know they will be for
the dust bin. Our storeman has taken the championship from Bidwell
after numerous weeks of practice. In fact he wins the dock, but not
the chain as our Regimental Butcher still retains it. Busby, the cook,
has tried very hard to win it and will no doubt do so some fine day.
Our late storeman, Port, has taken over the duties of I/C washouse
and works very hard. We suppose he is getting his hand in for civilian
life. We have a new arrival to the Group in Pte. Deveson, " Tiny,"
on the Regimental Police; we welcome him as he is a very useful
goalkeeper in the Odds and Ends Eleven.

Things we want to know.

Where did " Mandy " do four years in the Queen's ?
Will Brown enjoy the Tangier trip ?
When will " Bunions " be saved ?
" What about you, my friend ? " (See Port).
Who is it at reveille round the room comes stealing ?
Is it because he has that Kruschen feeling ?
(Ask Bidwell).
Who are our Group Sergeants and are they TimeX. ?
Who are the old Soldiers ?
G.R.J.T.
Who was the B.O.C. that had one man on " Sick parade " and
gave the command: "By the left quick march," and could the sick
man see his lefthand man ?
B.B., L/Cpl.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

The activities of the Platoon during the past month have indeed
been somewhat strenuous. Work, and plenty of it, has been the order
of the day, and month. Outside observers have cast interested and
sympathetic glances in our direction as we proceeded to, and returned
from, the North Front Ranges, where we have been indulging in the
occupation of firing our annual M.G. Course, plus a few interesting
" demonstrations " organised for our own benefit and enlightenment,
which, being carried out in the form of intersubsection competitions,
proved to be extremely interesting to the competitors engaged therein.
In the sports field we have met with no little success, especially
when our team have " shone " between the goal areas. Our first game
with "C" Company gave us our first wellearned victory by 5 goals to
1, the scorers being Pte. Bamford, 2  Pte. Bing, 1, and Pte. Betts, 2.
We again met with success against "B" Company, leaving the field
after an excellent game, the winners by 2 goals to 1, the gunners playing
extremely well against a strong team. Privates Taylor and Bishop
scored.
Later we met "D" Company, this being a most strenuous game
owing to the high wind which prevailed at the time ; the result was a
goalless draw. We hope to find the net when we meet them again,
probably in the Harris Shield matches, which will be in progress in
the near future.
Our team next met, and defeated, a strong team from the Garrison
Staff, by the narrow margin of 32. We easily had the best of the first
half of the game, but after halftime our lads seemed to lose their
" combination " and confidence, allowing their opponents to equalise.
Pte. Bamford broke through in fine style, however and scored our
winning goal just before the final whistle.
Our dashing XI. have not lost one game up. to the present, so we
look to them to keep up their good performance, especially in the
more important matches that will shortly be taking place. It is to
be hoped also, that the Platoon will turn out in force to support and
encourage them with a little " lung exercise " on those occasions.
The Platoon Cross Country Running Team " shone " once again
in the InterCompany Championship Run, for " The Hoare Cup," an
annual event over a course which includes a certain amount of
mountaineering ability and no small quantity of lung power and
" footwork." The Cup did not come to the Battalion this year, being
won by "C" Company, the 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. Never
theless, our runners were well to the fore and showed great improve
ment in every way. We expect great things from our team in the
Harris Shield running which will soon be taking place.
The following represented "23 Group" in the former event:—
L/c. Golding, L/c. Read, Ptes. Finn, Caless, Payne, and Heasman,
all Honorary Members, I must add, of " the old eight."

Re-union Dinner.

A. B. GINNER.

The Platoon's ReUnion Dinner was held on the evening of October
20th, at the Garrison Recreation Rooms, for the purpose of celebrating
the sixth anniversary of the forming of the M.G. Platoon, as a Re
union of the " Past and Present" members, and by the gathering
together of the " Old and New " Gunners, to foster that most beneficial
and obvious factor, the M.G. spirit, which as all we gunners know,
still exists and will continue to exist as long as the Platoon itself.
The proceedings commenced at about 8 p.m., when well over a
hundred members sat down to Dinner, consisting of the following
excellent " Menu " supplied by the N.A.A.F.I. :—
Fried Fish.
Steak and Kidney Pie, Peas, Potatoes.
Stewed Fruit and Custard, Dessert.
The Health of the King was toasted by all, and speeches that were
greatly appreciated were given by Captain Peareth, Lieut, and Q.M.
A. W. Andrews (for the Visitors) and by Sgt. Burt. The speech given
by our Quartermaster was as complimentary as it was amusing, and
was much appreciated by all who were present.
Our visitors were:—Capt. Wood, M.C., Lieut. Boucher, B.M.
Leach, A/Sgt. Hailstone, Lieut, and Q.Master A. W. Andrews, D.C.M.,
Mr. Forbes, D.C.M., Q.S.M. Farrow, Sgt. Goss, Professor Facis, and
Cpl. Meakin.

Having dispensed with the "good things " mentioned on the above
" Menu," our thoughts turned towards the Concert that was to follow,
and the following Programme was enacted, and greatly appreciated
by all present:—
SONG
... " The Melody that made you Mine "
SGT. Goss

SONG ...
SONG (Female Impersonation)
VIOLIN SOLO
...
PIANOFORTE SOLO
" THE BROKEN REED »
^

...
...

...

CPL. MEAKIN
MR. FORBES, D.C.M.
B.M. LEACH
PROF. FACIS
I
5E®' MC«
\ LIEUT. V. BOUCHER

The unanimous thanks of all present are extended to the members
of The Band, who entertained us with music throughout the evening.
Our thanks are also extended to all who came to " give a turn," but
owing to time restrictions were unable to perform.
Finally, may I express the thanks of the whole Platoon to those
who assisted in and organised the Programme which comprised a
thoroughly enjoyable" ReUnion " of the Machine Gun Platoon.

Tfiings we want to know.

Our Platoon "Goalie/' namely, "Buster" Russell, has a fine
" future " in front of him, Is that " Future " a permanent addition
to his person, or is it due to his recent activities in the Mess Room ?
Who was so anxious concerning the fate of the kittens discovered
in the Ammo' Store ?
And could he account for their presence there ?
Could Pte. Spence enlighten a certain N.C.O. of the platoon con
cerning the rate of excess postage on insufficiently stamped letters ?
And has he answered the last one of that kind that he received ?
(Blue Eyes !)
When will " Big Crib'' discover his "shooting boots " ?
Or shall we apply for some new goal posts on roller skates ?
What was the cause of those subdued " chuckles " during our night
firing evolutions ?
And shall we be firing in the near future to " Jazz accom
paniment " ?

"A" COMPANY.

At the time of writing, everyone of this universe is trying to receive
news from two places, one being news from Mars and the other being
news from the world renowned " Champion Company." .
Since it is possible to receive news from the latter we will neglect the
people interested in making contact with Mars and we will now go
on boldly with the broadcasting of this jolly old troupe.
Since writing the last lot of " agonies" Lieuts. Wilson and Foster
have proceeded to England on leave. We all wish them an enjoyable
time and the best of luck.
The C.Q.M.S. managed to scrounge a fortnight's leave in Spain
and told us that he had a good time, so you can bet you roil bottle that
he did ! He said he missed his dear old Company Area and is now
registered as a firstclass olive oil consumer.
By the welcome aid of the lastjoine<Ldraft we are still able to keep
a respectable position on the sports field, especially as regards foot
ball, the results being shewn at the conclusion of these notes.
Praise mustdxe given to Ptes. Palmer, Curtis and Parker of the
draft in their endeavour to bring the football team up to the old
standard.
The interPlatoon run for the Lucas Shield took place a few days
ago and the results were as follows :—
No. 3 Platoon, 15 points; No. 4 Platoon, 11 points; No. 2
Platoon, 6 points ; No. 1 Platoon, 2 points.
The first three in were Ptes. Burt, Cornwall, and Crowhurst.
We now come to the run of the year, i.e., The Hoare Cup Champion
ship. Here we did not have the privilege of being the first
home
as per previous years, but we managed to have a finger in the pie by
coming in third out of the Garrison. "C" and "D" Companies of
the Suffolk Regiment were our rivals for the first and second places.
We wish them the best of luck. It was a sporting run, and although
we were defeated in the Garrison we can still oblige by being the top
dog of the Battalion.
Congratulations to Pte. Marsh of "D" Company on being the first
man home out of the Garrison.
Our Team arrived in the following order:—Ptes. Cornwall, Burt,
Crowhurst, Dale Perkins and Cpl. Bell. (The first five out of six to
count).
We miss our old hands, but maybe, by the time the Harris Shield
run comes off, some more talent may be found amongst the draft.
Well time will not permit the extension of these notes as I have to
" WestKent" the Alemada before dark. (To those not in the know
I am now i/c Gendarmes) and roll on when Chicken Chasher Deverson
returns off leave.
Still under the disguise of my pen name,

Company Football.

" QUARTER GUARD.**

(Local only, not Division®).
Coy. v. "H.Q. Wing " (Friendly)
Won
5—2
„ v. R.A.M.C. (Friendly)...
...
.;.
...
Lost
4—1
„ v. Tower (Friendly)
Won
4—2
„ v. "A" Company Suffolks (Friendly)...
...
Draw " 1—1
,, v. Band and Drums (Friendly)
...
...
Won
3—1
Our heartiest congratulations to our old Company Commander,
Lt.Col. Lucas, on being promoted to Command the 2nd Battalion
at Aldershot. We hope that he and Mrs. Lucas will have every success
at home. We hope they will accept our best wishes for their future.
Enclosed is a photo of the " Garrison InterCompany Relay Team,"
which won the first place at the.Naval Sports held here recently. The
team comprises Lt. Foster, Sgt. Burville, L/c. Hodkin and Pte. Priestley
and it is interesting to note that the whole of the team are in No. 3
Platoon.
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"B" COMPANY.
Dragon Notes for November are very scarce but weshall have to make
up for them neikt month.
After having reached the upper stages of the " Rowing up," we were
very unfortunate, in the semi final, to lose to the R.A., who beat us
by two lengths. We must congratulate the rowing team in getting so
far in the stages.

Company Football.

We have played two matches this month, viz: October 28th :
"B" Company th M.G. Platoon, lost 21 ; November 1st: "B"
Company 2nd XI* v. M.G. Platoon 2nd XI., drew 22.
We certainly hope to do great things in this phase of sport this year.
The draft that his recently arrived contained some very good talent.
Pte. Savage placed a very good game and has been noted a good
addition.

Leave Party.

Cpl. Phebey, L/c. Morbley, Cook, Herne, and Ptes. Ovenden, Moat,
Morecroft, Jordan, Gale, Humbles, Moreeroft, Mallett, Stone, Lasey,
Patersaa, have arrived back from Leave. They certainly loook well.
A few more have yet to come back from England.

Educational Certificate.
The undermentioned were successful in the recent Education
Examination:—
2nd Class:—Ptes. Appleton and R. Castle; 3rd Clas9: Pte.
Pople.
We sincerely hope that a few more of the Company will be success
ful in the next Examination, not three, but thirtythree.
We must congratulate Pte. Marsh of "D" Company on being the
first man Home today (5th November) in the crosscountry run for the
Hoare Cup. Our Company teaffi consisted of:—L/c. Wyles, Ptes.
Langley, Taylor, Kavanagh,*L/c. Hunt, and Pte. Morecroft.
We hear that Sgt. Hodgkinson is due for U.K. on account of his
illness. We all wish him the best of luck, and hope that the change
to U.K., will do him a great deal of good. He should certainly be very
happy considering the arrival of young " John Charles," who is quite
well and happy.
Sgt. Dennis arrived today, having spent rather a long time at the
Small Arms School, Hythe. "According to all accounts, he has had a
fairly good time. He certainly seemed very _ happy, probably on
account of seeing the new arrival, the young addition to the family.
The following is a short account of a " Danker" football team,
which turned out on the 3rd instant.
It reminded one of a Bullfight. Clifford, who filled the position
of goalie, nobly played his part. His red jersey reminded one that he
may have been a matador. His actions at times filled one with excite
ment. His opposing goalie (The Great Munkus) made some very
brilliant saves. His hair at one time was standing on end. Evidently
all good games only last the required time. It was a very good
thing that it did, or some of the team would have been carried away
on stretchers with hysterics. The game ended in a draw, 22. ^ ^ ^

We are very sorry to lose our Skipper ; it is only for a little while,
as he has gone on a very adventurous trip to Malta in a fifteenton
yacht. We all wish him a very good time and hope to see him with us
for our Scran up at Christmas. (Sailors don't care). We had not
heard anything from him for some time. But " Lo and Behold,
news at last; he was found lost and wandering in the Mediterranean
in a very exhausted condition, by a French Destroyer off Algiers.
(Did they think he was Abdel Krim in a Moorish Warship) ?
We welcome Lieut. A. J. D. Rose to the temporary appointment
of Company Commander, and we are certain that all will be O.K.
until the Skipper returns to the Fold.
The Soccer Season has now commenced in earnest, but the Weather
Clerk has been rather dismal just lately. Still, we have managed^ to
play a few games to find talent which we need very badly after losmg
so many good Sportsmen. The first eleven have been unabte to get
their eye in yet, but the second eleven have been much luckier and
have played our old enemies the M.G.'s a few games with rather poor
results, but still we are not losing heart and will keep to the old maxim
try, try, try again.
„
.
Mr. Williams has now returned to the Company from leave ana
rom the smiles radiating from his noble countenance we all agree he
must have had a very good and enj oyable time. We all congratulate
him on his recent promotion and we are all happy to see him back witn
us again.
The Company Running Team have been training very
conscientiously with Mr. De L. Walters as chief. We all hope to do
even better than last year, and if enthusiasm will do the trick, then good
old "C" will carry the Hoare's Cross Country Running Cup off. . Our
chances are very bright as we now have the great help of Mr. Williams
in our Team.
We have recently heard that the Harris Shield Run will take place
about the end of the month, and we fully intend to keep our good
reputation in the Battalion. We are going in for strict training and
th** other Companies may depend on it that we are going to give them
a good run.
_
Our InterPlatoon Inspection Competition is well under way
and everyone has tried his best for his platoon to have the honour oi
being the best and smartest Platoon. We are now able to give tne
following results:—
. ,,
No. 9 Platoon, 70 points; No. 10 Platoon, 86 points; No. ll
Platoon, 82 points ; No. 12 Platoon, 58 points.
^ ,, ..
Our old friends the Navy have generously extended to the Battmion
one week's trip to Tangiers which we very much appreciate. 1 ,Ye
vacancies were allotted to each Company, and you can bet the lucKy
ones of the Company jumped at the generous offer. We all hope to
know something of the way in which a sailor passes away his time,
it will be interesting to compare notes. We all wish Mr. De L. Walters,
Cpl. Robinson, L/Cpl. Twyman (Creases), Pte. Hatherly (our Wmger)
and Pte. Elliott (Good old Tubby), a very pleasant trip.
The Company Hockey Team show signs of giving a good account
of themselves this year. We lost a couple of last year s players on the
last draft to U.K., but Cpl. Robinson has ably made good om; loss;
in fact the Regimental team are after him already, and providing he
does not get crocked, he should be giving a good account of himseii^
We have only played a couple of games at presait; one against
the R.A.S.C., whom we defeated 30, the other against the 6th Battery
R.A. We lost to these 40, but it was an excellent game, and as uiey
are the best team on the Rock we did not exactly disgrace ourselves.
We are anxiously awaiting the return of our star player, Cpl. Ayline.
He is due back next month, then we will ask the Gunners to give us
another game.
. ,
,...
,
Our second eleven turned out a few days ago for the first time and
managed to defeat "23" Group of "H.Q. Wing" by two clear goals.
We hope next month to be able to say that we .are on the road
towards the maximum of points for Hockey for the Harris Shield.

Things we want to know.

Are Doughy and Buck pining for their Native Land, and why has
there been such a black outlook in No. 10 Platoon lately ?
Does Buck like Algebra and Hereward the Wake ?
Does Lailey miss his afternoon nap ?
When will Nelson start wearing his cap comforter ?
Does short hair improve shooting ? (Ask Nelson).
Is it true that Snooker is understudy to Kirby and Hudson ?
Could the Danker Footer Team do with Taylor of Huddersfield .
(Ask Bow)
Did Fullwood like his temporary appointment, and could he cope
with Cribben and Co. ?
....
,.
x
Will Gausby be playing football for the Battalion next year, and is
it true that Saltwood F.C. have signed him on already ? ,
.
Does Donald like being the onion as the Danker team s goalie and is
he seriously Lh inking of cutting Billy out ? also will he play m Bayonet
Fencing Gear next time ?
^
*

HEREWARD THE WAKE.

"D" COMPANY.

The Company Football Teams are going fine, but up to now we
have played only minor matches so as to pick out a good Company
Team, which we hope to put into the Field of Play in the neat future.

Boxing.

"C" COMPANY.
Roll on Christmas! let's have some nuts ? Everybody is now
looking forward to the Annual Feed. The Company is now settled
down and the Draft are quite at home. There will be many of the old
faces missing this. Christmas, but we all hope to have as good a time
as in former years. We are.all looking forward to India's sunny climes.
All the old sweats are giving plenty of tips about the Far East, and
the cry is often heard: 44 Where is my spine pad ? "

During the month the Company held its first Boxing Competition
for Novices, and it will be seen by the following that we had a full
Pr°G^mander

J. B. Falls, R.N. was the Referee and the following
Oflicers, W.O. and N.C.O.'s assisted
'
Judges .—Lieut, and Q.M. A. W. Andrews, Lieut. H. Milton.
M.C.: C.S.M. G. Mould.
TimeKeeper: C.Q.M.S. T. E. J. Pratt.
Chief Whip and Trainer: Sgt. A. Gibson.

386

THE DRAGON

Machine Gun Platoon, Football Team, 1926.
1ST BOUT—SEMIFINALS LIGHT WEIGHT COMPETITION.

Pte. Shillito v. Pte. Brown.
Brown quickly settled down and caught liis man with a straight
left to the Solar Plexus.
Pte. Brown won on knockout. This would have been a good
fight to the finish as Shillito had just began to settle down.
2ND BOUT—LIGHT WEIGHT COMPETITION.

Pte. Tolhurst v. Pte. Ashmore.
The opening stages were fairly even, but toward the end of the
nrst round Ashmore got home several good lefts. In the second round
Ashmore followed up his advantage and gave Tolhurst a lot of punish
ment.
In round three, Ashmore tired, but Tolhurst could not follow uo.
Ashmore won on points, and Tolhurst was congratulated by the referee
on his plucky display. Unfortunately Tolhurst sustained an injurv to
his face and had to have Medical Treatment.
BOUT 3—SEMI FINAL 1ST SERIES OF WELTER WEIGHT COMPETITION

Pte. Butler v. Pte. Ellen.
Ellen proved a more experienced boxer than his opponent and
won m the first round on a knockout. I might mention that Ellen
proved a queer novice.
BOUT 4—SEMIFINAL WELTER WEIGHT.

Pte. Goddard v. Pte. Wright.
A tame fight which resulted in a win for Goddard in the First Round
on a knockout.
BOY* 5—SPECIAL

3—2 MINUTE ROUNDS BETWEEN PTE. P. NEIL
C COMPANY AND PTE. ISTED, "B" COMPANY.

Isted settled down quicker than P. Neil and sent home several
Hard blows. O Neil seemed to be weighing up his opponent. In round
two, O Neil chased his man and more than levelled matters. Halfway
through the third round the referee stopped the fight to save Isted who
was getting badly punished at this stage. O'Neil won.
BOUT 6—2ND SERIES WELTER WEIGHT COMPETITION.

Pte. Stevens v. Pte. Humphreys.
Height and reach were in Humphrey's favour, he knocking out his
man m the first round. Humphrey won on the knockout.
BOUT 7—2ND SERIES WELTER WEIGHT COMPETITION.

Pte. Oliver v. Pte. Martin.
Oliver chased his man throughout the fight and gained the decision
on points. Martin was content with defensive tactics, for the three
rounds. Oliver won on points.
An interval of twentyfive minutes was then allowed during which
S.
company retired to the dining hall for supper.
after the interval was a Grand Wrestling Competition
(Cumberland and Westmoreland style).

L/c.

HUDSON, "D" COMPANY AND L/C. COSHALL, "C" COMPANY.

This was really a demonstrative wrestle and proved very interesting
s
and instructive.
Result: L/c. Hudson, 4 throws ; L/c. Coshall, 3 throws.

BOUT 8—SEMIFINAL MIDDLE WEIGHT.

Cpl. Warren v. Pte. Bailey.
The first two rounds were fast and even, but Warren did most of
the attacking in the third round and gained the decision on points.
BOUT 9—SPECIAL 3—2 MINUTE ROUNDS.

Pte. Townend, "D" Company v. Pte. Langley, "B" Company.
Townend chased his opponent in the first round which went in his
favour. Langley settled down in the second round which he won on
points.
Langley knocked out his man in the third round. A fast fight
with some splendid footwork.
BOUT 10—FINAL LIGHTWEIGHT COMPETITION.

Pte. Brown v. Pte. Ashmore.
Brown was by far the superior boxer and easily won the first round.
Ashmore had to retire in the second round owing to a damaged hand.
Brown won on Ashmore retiring.
BOUT 11—FINAL 1ST SERIES WELTER WEIGHT COMPETITION

Pte. Fllen v. Pte. Goddard.
Both men seemed rather tired and the fight was more like an ex
hibition spar. After a tame fight E)Uen won on points.
BOUT 12—FINAL MIDDLE WEIGHT COMPETITION.

Cpl. Warren v. Pte. McKay.
A very hard fight fought at a fast pace and resulting in a win for
Cpl. Warren, who had a much better guard than McKay.
The referee congratulated McKay on the fine show he put up.
BOUT 13—FINAL 2ND SERIES WELTER WEIGHT COMPETITION.

Pte. Humphrey v. Pte. Oliver.
Oliver went at his man from the sound of the gong and Humphrey
had to retire with a damaged hand in the first round.

Things we want to know.
Is channel fat necessary on a sentry's boots ?
What is the cook's favourite game on Sundays ? And will they
challenge the Yanks ?
With what kind of badge are the Scouts getting issued ?
Where Bundy should have looked for his shorts ?
Are umbrellas being issued for "D" Company's next Cross Country
Run and will nonswimmers be allowed to compete ?
What did Bill think of his parcel and was the bridegroom broke ?

Heard in the Mess Room.
Ord. Sgt. : " Silence ! ! ! Orderly Officer."
Ord. Off. : " Any complaints ? "
Energetic Recruit: " Yus, Sor. Meat not marked with Cash's tapes."
Collapse of Ord. Officer—Later : " Left, Right, Left !"
SEAMAN

General Sir Arthur H. Paget, P.C., G.G.B., K.C.V.O.
Colonel of The Buffs.
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The 2nd Battalion.

S. J. Herbert, W eymouth.

QINCE our last notes,
^
the question we have
all beenjwanting to know
has at last been solved.
We are referring of course,
to the choice of our new
Commanding Officer, and
we are very pleased to be
able to congratulate I/t.
Col. Lucas on his appoint
ment to the 2nd Battalion.
At the same time we
heartily congratulate Major
HowardSmith,
who
is
going to the 1st Battalion
early next year. We shall
naturally miss both him and Mrs. Smith, who
have done such a very great deal for us in
every way.
General Sir Henry Pellatt and General
Sir G. Bainbridge paid us a visit on October

29th and stayed to lunch. We were very
pleased to see them in onr new barracks,
although the painters were everywhere at the
time.
We sent another large draft to the 1st
Battalion on November 12th. We also lost
Lieut. Hendin, who went out with them.
We wish them the very best of luck abroad.
We were very pleased to see Lieut. Speed
from the Depot and an old friend in Mr. Cecil
Burke, who paid ns a visit a short time ago.
Now that we are at Aldershot and nearer
civilisation, we hope we shall see many more
friends from time to time.
We have not been very fortunate in the
realm of sport. We have been knocked out
in both the Hockey and Soccer Army Cup
matches.
The former by the Norfolk
Regiment and the latter by the R.E.'s.
(Longmore), but hope that next year will see
us do very much better. We do not know
whether it rained on St. Swithin's day or not,
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but we have not had a fine day for the last
fortnight and all games have had to be
cancelled, which has seriously interfered with
the various Company competitions and league
matches
The Harris Shield Hockey starts next week
iand owing to lack of time it is going to be
played on the knock out system.
The Battalion has started well with Cross
Country Running. In a Group Run held last
Week we were fourth which we hope to
improve on as the team gets more practice.
Boxing is going very strongly in the
Battalion and the gymnasium is full every
bight with potential champions.  Several
competitions, including the Harris Shield,
boxing and Battalion Championships are
jcoming off at the end of this month and early
in December. The Battalion is drawn against
the 1st Royal Ulster Rifles in the Army
jChampionships in January.
\ We are very pleased to see Lieut. Lister
boxing again after his long absence and we all
wish him the best of luck in his first fight on
November 19th in the Army Officers' and
Oxford University match.
SUBEDITOR.

RUGBY.

On an average we have played one Rugby match
a week since we arrived in Aldershot and although we
have not met with much success up to the present, the
team is gradually improving. Lt. Nicholson is the
shining light in the threequarter line and has scored
some very good tries, while 2/Lt. Parry has been an
enormous asset to the pack. Cpl. Watson and Cpl.
Baker have been playing very good, hard games
throughout. We hope to publish in next month's
Dragon a detailed account of our matches.
Results.

Oct. 20. Dorset Regiment
22. 2nd XV. King's Own Rgt.
27. A team from King's Own
Rgt.
:
Nov. 2. Royal West Kent Rgt....

lost
lost
lost
lost

0—20

7—15
3—12

8—10

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL.

Since our last notes we have played several matches,
but have in most cases been on the losing side. We
shall do better when we have our full side.
Battalion v. R.T.C.R.E. Army Cup (1st round).
The match was lost 4—3 and we were no doubt very
unlucky. After ten minutes' play we lost L/Cpl.
Coade our inside right, who was seriously injured in
a mix up round the R.E. goal. He was taken straight
to hospital. It wTas a great loss to us and the handicap
of playing ten men against eleven was too much and
we just lost.
.

All the team played very well indeed and it was
very sad that they had to retire defeated. We had
such hopes, too.
Battalion v. K.R.R.C. A.C.S. League.

This match was lost, 5—3 ; a very even game up
to half time, but we played badly after.
The Rifles are, however, a very gbod team, with
a first class forward line.

Battalion v. 2nd Division Signals, Friendly.

Lost, 3—2. As two games in the Company Knock
out Competition were being played on the same day
a ftill team was not available. Several new players
were tried and did very well indeed.
We hope to beat the Signals in the League.
Battalion v. K.R.R.C.

A.O.J. League.

Battalion

A.O.J.

Lost, 5—1. This was not so onesided as the 9core
suggests and better results are hoped for when next
the Juniors perform against the Rifles.
v.

R.A.F.

Leagije,

Won, 9—0. This is a much brighter result to report
and the second team no doubt played a very good
game.

Battalion v. King's Own Regiment A.O.J. League.

LOSt, 7—1. We had a very weak team and
it played poorly.

Oct. 14.
19.
Nov. 12.
15.

Result0.

1st King's Own
...
R.A.S.C. Training College
| 2nd Bn. The Norfolk Rgt.
, 2nd Bn. The Norfolk Rgt.

won
lost
draw
lost

3—2
1—6

4—4

1—6

SERGEANTS' MESS,

At last we are getting fairly straight: what with
whitewashers, painters, plumbers and carpenters and
other R.B. fixtures, we have not known what it is to
be settled down for quite a long time. One day you
would go in and find the bar in the Billiard Room and
then in the Dining Room, then back in its proper place.
Hence when Tots returned off leave, he stood by the
bar door for about ten minutes with longing looks and
then suddenly asked where the caterer was. When
he got the answer he collapsed !
We have held two Whist Drives and dances, the
last one being very successful, twenty tables being
used. The prizes were won as follows
Ladies : Mesdames Blackman, Buck and Grant.
Gents. : Sgt. Adams, R.S.M. Vaughan and C.S.M.
^ We have lost a very useful member of the Mess in
Sgt. Beasley, who has gone to join the 1st Battalion.
He was always cheery, could sing a good song and tell
a better story. We all wish him the best of luck m his
jjew job. In losing an old member we gain a new one,
L/Sgt. Tomlin, whom we are glad to welcome into the
Mess 
Our billiard team visited the third Pack Battery
last night to play in the first match of the Billiard
League and received a very severe defeat: in tact
I am afraid to publish the scores in case they go for
NOMIS.

ME!

CORPORALS' MESS.

It is of a somewhat depleted Battalion that we journalists write
this month and although we have been more fortunate than most,
we regret to have to lose five of our members who have gone to join
the 1st Battalion. Still we wish them all (Corporals Miles and
Godfrey and I^/Cpls. Button, Webb and Kewell) the very best of every
thinffin ^toeirnew station. Another loss, but this tune under more
circumstances is Cpl. Tomlin, who has forsaken us for .the
Sergeants'
; the best of luck to him. We have also lost b/CpL
fRitov) Tewell T.X., and Cpl. Towerzey, to the Depot. Quite a heavy
toll mid have in return only three new members, Cpl. Gillett frog the
n
T /Cols Bowver and King, recently appointed. Never
SSd1 we m^tnso^rsdves with the fact that at the rate: we
Se ffoine on we
soon have all the Regimental Football Team
SnoSSS our ranks There is not much in the sporting lrne, from the
Corporalspoiiit of View, that caUsfor attention, and the dom^oj: the

Battalion will be found in other columns. The weather has spoilt all

^Ta^^S/t^etrl'being made very weleome by our
SSdsit'S t°o IS Xot ri^Neve^^
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" C" Company TugofWar Team, 1926.

"A" COMPANY.
Since our last notes things have been, generally speaking, very
quiet. I say " quiet" with reserve, as, although this is the furlough
season, when there is supposed to be nothing doing, we usuaily
manage to find something to keep us occupied. However, the glut of
General's Inspections, etc., which we anticipated on arrival at our new
station, have not materialized. We are now fairly settled in our
quarters and beginning to " find our feet." Half of the Company
has been on leave and the remainder hope to spend Christmas at home.
In the meantime we are going to help look after things, whilst two
Companies do a period of Weapon Training, after which we shall take
a turn before going on leave. On the 12th November we bade fare
well to sixteen of the Company, who went with the Draft to join the
1st Battalion. By the time these notes appear in print we hope they
will be well settled down in their new sphere, and beginning to " take
the sun." They will at least be rather warmer and I feel sure more
comfortable than we are here, for what with cold winds and rain it
has been none too pleasant around these parts. Still, most unpleasant
things come to an end, and even " Wind " will blow itself out in time.
One thing we do not lack, and that is sport. What with football,
hockey, rugby, boxing and running there is plenty to keep us occupied.
In fact it is a job to make things fit in sometimes. During the month
we played "A" Company, King's Own Royal Regiment, in the
Aldershot Command Knockout Cup Competition. We could not,
unfortunately, field our strongest team owing to so many being on
furlough, and consequently we had to take the count, the score being
2—nil. We put the game off once, but were unable to do so again,
and took our chance, and lost. It was, however, a very good game
and under the circumstances I think our team did very well indeed
and were rather unlucky in at least being unable to make a draw.
We welcome to the Company Lt. T. N. Penlington and L/Cpl.
Johnson, the latter from Headquarter Wing. Pte. Pooley has left us
to join his brother in the Drums. We are sorry to lose him as we
hoped to make a Goalkeeper of him. Capt. Field and Lieut. Haggard
are away on leave; the former I understand, is "doing Yurrup"
and the latter exploring the " wild^and rocky marshes" of Kent

Chalky Wright is still in the Cambridge Hospital and is, I am glad to
say, going on O.K.
Sgt. Barrell is amusing himself supervising the whitewashing party,
which is smartening up the barracks. He had a job going round with
the sweep a little time ago. I hear that when he has finished
his present job, he is going to take up (and let down) " Black
and White " because its a shorter and warmer business than " hop
drying " !
TOCSA.

"B" COMPANY.
Since last writing for The Dragon interesting events have been
cropping up everywhere, especially in the sports section, but unluckily
it has been chiefly Battalion and not Company Football. We have
not had any matches during the last eight weeks, but hope to play
some shortly. As a matter of fact we play our first match in the
" Knockout Competition" and we appear to have a team that will
" lick 'em all."
Two weeks ago Sgt. Beal and Pte. Hudd journeyed to Canterbury
to exhibit their prowess in the noble art of boxing, and the " Two
Bills" naturally gave a good account of themselves.
Everyone here is now busy cleaning everything, and whitewash
and distemper are here, there and everywhere.
We heartily welcome Cpl. Gillett from the Depot—another asset
to our Soccer team; also L/Cpls. Church and Priest from the 1st
Battalion who will also assist the Company in this respect.
Last Friday we bade farewell to another twentyfive of the best,
who have left us for the 1st Battalion. We missed Woodhatch in last
week's cross country run, who would probably have done very well
as usual.
We held the Two Minutes' Silence on Armistice Day, although
there was no special parade.
We wish a Happy Christmas to hll our recent Company, men xow
with the 1st Battalion.
B.C.C.
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"C" COMPANY.

Owing to the majority of the Company having been on their annual
furlough, there is very little of note to record this month.
Thedraft forthefirst Battalioi+ left us on Friday, 12th inst., and
we. were sorry to lose them, as we have rather depleted our
crosscountfy team; but still, once more it is our loss and the 1st
battalion's gain.
.
The Company have started Weapon Training and are all going
through the mysteries, etc., of the Lewis Gun, so we hope we shall find
some budding number one's.
.
There has been no Company Sport this month, but we are looking
forward to some football and hockey during the ensuing one now
that there are no men on furlough.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Trinkway and Pte. Lennard on coming m
first and third respectively in the Battalion, on the occasion of the
group crosscountry run. We were fourth, as no doubt will be
mentioned elsewhere.
i Congratulations to those of the Company who were on the Weapon
Training Instructors' course, on the good results obtained.
It is rather unfortunate to have lost L/Cpl. Coade, both from a
. company atid battalion point of view in the sports field, but we wish
him a speedy and complete recovery from his injury.
We understand L/Cpl. Dolbear has joined the league of motor
cyclists, and we advise him not to be rash.
Finally the whole Company would like to wish all exmembers of
"C" Company " A happy Christmas and a most prosperous New
Year."
~
««
F.S.

"D" COMPANY.
At last we have settled down in our new station, Aldershot, and
everyone is merry and bright.
We were sorry to lose the men who left us to join the 1st Battalion
at Gibraltar, but we hope they will all have a very good time in their
new, Battalion.
We are all very busy now, going through our annual weapon
training. "Daylight" is thinking of having a weekend to go to
Chickerell and. dig up the cross guns he buried there last year.
The lads are all putting their shooting boots on now, as we have to
find a good many players to make out our football team. " Percy "
is training for aright outside" and " Claude" for a " flag wagger,
and we think they will fit in alright.
We are awfully sorry to lose L/Cpl. Jewell and Pte. Hart, who are
no# on leave, pending discharge. L/Cpl. Jewell was one of the best
sportsmen we had and we hope the " young 'uns " will follow his
example.
«
" Mivvy ' is now the prime mainstay of our football team and we
all hope he will choose a good team from our lads.
.
We welcome back to our Company from "H.Q." Wing, " Parsnips,
;
V Lofty,'' Crow«ker and Inches and hope they will help us to keep up
the good name of the Company.
The leave party have now joined us and of course lightened us
in our duties. " Cooky " is still suffering from sleeping sickness, but
perhaps he will wake up when the sun shines.
" Mivy" has been on a revolver course and now fancies he
s a regular twogun man!
We welcome to our Company 2/Lieut. Lynden Bell and we all wish
him the best of luck.
!

Company Sports.

We are all doing our best in the way of sport. Sgt. Hodges
is training the lads in running and we have done quite well so far.
Pte. Knight and Sgt. Hodges botp gained a good name for
themselves in the Aldershot Command Cross Country Run, the
Battalion getting fourth place.
We have not done much in the way of football except training some
of our " young 'uns." We played against "A" Company, the Norfolk
Regiment, in the Company Knockout Competition. The team was :
Pte. Prior, goal; Clifton, Burnett, backs; Pte. Phillips, < L/Cpls.
Jewell and Johnstone, halves; Pte. Goatley, L/Cpls. Norris, Bat
stone, FarreU and Newbury, forwards. The match was played on the
ninth of this month and it was pouring with rain. It was a fast game
from beginning to end and it certainly looked as though we were going
to lose in the first half, but Jewell made a brilliant dash through and
placed the "tell with a nice drive into the corner of the net. They
equalized by a penalty in the next ten minutes, but Farrell, taking
a nicely placed centre from Goatley, brought the score to 2—1. The
second half was not so exciting, mostly due to the rain and the game
finished with the score 5—2, our opponents scoring again from
a penalty.
The remianing three goals were scored by L/Cpl. Norris (2) and
Datstone.
C.F.N.

MACHINE GUN PLATOON.

Sport has been on the slack side during the past month owing to
the Platoon being on ts month's leave, but now the dear boys have
returned to the fold and of course the old saying is in vogue, " Roll on
Christmas." Some of the old hands have got staff jobs and I am sure
that Chief Mucho Panther and his understudy Aylott are in their glory
when they are scrubbing out the dining hall. The young hands are
getting settled down to their new work and I am sure they will like it
as it is so interesting and they should do some big things this year.
I should very much like to see every man with a marksman's badge on
his left sleeve this year. It is in the wind that Pte. Wheeler
will shortly leave us to go and muck out|sick|horses.

Company Football.

We played our first match against the 2nd Dorsets and beat them,
3—T1. Our team played very well together considering that it is tne
first real game this season and if  Dnly....they ....i^^t^k. t^tne
short passing game we should have our name on top of the Companies
league. The game was played out to the fit^§h at a very fast pace.
The three inside forwards played very well and the Dorsets have got
their backs to thank for saving them from a bigger defeat. Btes.
Ward and Divers played verv well at back and our goalie had. very
little to do. Scott and Aylott did some very pretty work between
them and Aylott showed more than his* usual form .by making
a splendid solo run down the field which only resulted in a corner.

Things we want to know.

Did "Happy" wear his plus fours on leave and what did
the bookies say when he went on the racing course ? Did they want
to know whether he was paying a tax on them ?
Will Ben Cruse want any more small kit in a hurry .

HERMIT.

THE BAND.

Owing to the leave season, the band have been very" busy with
fatigues. We have managed to play one game of football which we
lost, 5—2, being beaten by the Norfolks. Our team: Smith; Nel
thorpe, McLennon ; Hewitt, L/Cpl. Harper, Manning; Chisnal ,
Rayment, Cpl. Martin, George, and Jones played well togetner, out
Nelthorpe and Jones deserve special mention as they were really
brilliant.
^
Our Motor Cycle Club shares are booming, as there are now four
bikes and the prospect of two or three more forthcoming. Tne
dividend on the shares for the year ending December 31st is four per
CenThe Jazz Band are well to the fore these days and will soon become
the envv of other bands, owing to the practice dances. _
The "football match between the Army and Aston Villa was won
bv the Army, 5—4. We have, after seeing the match, decided to put
forward the claims of Nelthorpe to the Selection Committee, especially
on his recent form.

Things we want to know.

Will Dough's 15 H.P. bike stand the strain when the family go on
leave ? (Or is it in the air ?).
Did Harry and Ned enjoy the Boxing at the Depot ?
Does Snaky enjoy his " Hard Tack" on the march ; and does he
only stop eating when he is asleep ?
.
,
Since when have men with one G.C. Badge been old "sweats .
When does Dom start at Colney Hatch?
/
^ 0
Does the B.M. still mistake the 12 o'clock hooter for wrong notes ?
Has '1 Bunny started on the mince roll for the Christmas Dinner .
Where did Tabs learn to Charleston; and has he taught it to
When is the announcement of Mog's and Boots' marriage being
made, and in what paper ?

CRUSADER.

THE DRUMS.

Well gents ! this month's issue finds us in the land wrtiere soldiers
" shine "—Aldershot. Most of us have just returned off a month s
leave and we have just started knuckling down to it. We are awaiting
a wonderful event, Weapon Training, the time when Drums and guns
clash. We are glad to welcome our two new drummers, Pooley and
Count Sharpe (Jun.) and we are sweating on Tubby becoming leading
flourisher. We have not had any sports with anyone in particular, so
we cannot boast of any conquests yet. Next issuejnight find some
thing interesting. We had to bid farewell to Dmrs. French and Pooley
on their joining the 1st Battalion at Gibraltar and now we are on the
lookout for fresh blood.

Things we want to know.

Who was. the drummer who wore Red Cloth behind every bit. of
brass on his tunic and cap, buttons included ?
Is it anyone from England—or Wales ?
_
.
Mr. Brewer will do a roaring trade now that the Sgt.Dr; has a new
job ? And is he the man with the " Spots " ?
When are Dick and Dusty Bill, the Charleston Kings, putting up
the banns in the first instance ? Ask " Jimmy'' !
PIG WALLOPERS.

SIGNAL SECTION.

I am afraid that our notes will be a bit scarce this month, owing
to the Section being on their annual furlough, but they have now
returned and the Young Class have commenced training to try and
solve the mysteries of the Dot and Dash. They look a famy
intelligent squad and we only hope that they will come up to their
looks. Tug Rgg eventually come out of hospital O.K., although when
he first went in he was shaking on his luck as to whether he was going
to be cut up for rissoles. However, after five weeks scrounge on stout
and other nourishments, he has returned to us in one piece and is now
sweating on a month's furlough, Sgt. Cox had a short tour of duty
as Sergeants' Mess Caterer, but has now been relieved so as to instruct
the Young Class. Rupture seemed to be a catching complaint about
a month ago, as we had L/Cpl  King, Douglas and Georgie all
in hospital within a week and they are now recuperating on a month s
leave. L/Cpl. Beale goes on a Signalling Course to Catterick m
January and we hope he will enjoy himself and come back a full double
A/1, but not with too big a head ; otherwise we shall not havea cap
to fit him!
FLAGS.
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Beneath Bell Harry.

r p HB almost continuous
J_
rain of the past
month has somewhat inter
fered with the normal life
of the Depot and we have
suffered from a good deal
of indoor training. Sport
also, has suffered and more
than one football match
has had to be cancelled
owing to the wet state of
the ground.
The outstanding event
of the past month has, of
course, been the Boxing
Tournament, the third
and we think quite the
most successful venture in
this line in the past year.
It was a very great
pleasure to us that Lord Harris was able to be present
to witness the boxing and to give away the prizes ; his
short speech will be long remembered by all who were
present.
We were also delighted to see MajorGeneral Sir
Guy Bainbridge who came down for the night. A full
account of the boxing is given elsewhere. We must,
however, here express our thanks to Colonel Clay for
so kindly allowing us to use the Cavalry Gymnasium,
and also to Mr. Wilfred Neale and Mr. John Davies,
who went so far towards insuring the success of the
tournament by bringing the Welsh Amateurs with them
to fight.
We were very pleased to welcome, once
again, Mr. T. C. Swadling, who managed the Welsh

Team on their first visit to Canterbury at our boxing
tournament just a year ago.
We were honoured by a visit from MajorGeneral
Sir Henry Pellatt, Colonel of the 2nd Queen's Own
Rifles of Canada, who came down to stay for the boxing
and on the following day, inspected the Depot
on parade and in spite of a downpour of rain, went all
round the squads at work and visited the Depot
Institutes. After lunch he was taken to the Cathedral,
where he saw the Book of Life in the Warriors' Chapel
and the colours of the Canadian Buffs, and signed his
name in the Distinguished Visitors' Book. Judging
from the many very nice things which Sir Henry said
about The Buffs and the Depot, we think that he
thoroughly enjoyed his visit.
Major J. V. R. Jackson, prior to Sir Henry's arrival,
addressing the men said he had asked Sir Henry to come
there that morning so that he could go back and know
what the Buffs were like today. Too much could not
be done to cement the bond of union between the
Colonies and the Mother Country, and by means of
those allied regiments such as theirs and the Queen's
(Canada), much could be done.
Sir Henry Pellatt, after having inspected the
parade, said his association with the Buffs went back
fifty or sixty years. His regiment, by kind permission
of the officers of the Buffs, had adopted the Buffs'
regimental march, which they had used, and he hoped
would continue to use as long as the regiment
existed. He expressed the pleasure it gave him to see
them in their foundation—the place from which they
all originally came. It gave him the opportunity of
seeing the great power they possessed in carrying on
their wonderful regiment, and it must be an inspiration
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to the young men coming into the regiment—a
regiment with a great history, which had cost many
lives and which had taken two hundred years to bring
to the wonderful condition it was in today. lie
had thought the great war carried away all their
best British young men, but when he looked round the
gathering that morning it made him feel there was no
finish to the great British Empire—there would always
be someone to come along and carry on those great
traditions. Every officer, N.C.O. and man must feel
proud when he put on the Buffs' regimentals; they
must feel the great honour and privilege of helping to
carry on that great regiment which had done so much
for this country. There was no end to what could be
done, and what would be done, and they on the other
side would watch with a great deal of interest the
young men who were now coming into the. regiment,
carry on those great traditions of their regiment which
they were all so proud of, and of which the world was
proud. They, on the other side of the Atlantic, were
always watching, but they had no fear for the future.
They honoured and respected those who were carrying
on and he was sure none of them would forget that
they were wearing the uniform which past generations
had inadc famous for them. They, on the other Side,
felt they were part of them, and were looking forward
to the time when they might possibly m_et again, for
there were such close connections between the two
regiments that nothing could occur to part them. He
felt it a great honour to be present and he would always
cherish the memory of that morning.
Kent Herald, November 10th, 1926.

A small Rifle Meeting was held, on 18th and 20th
October in which the prize so generously presented by
General Sir Arthur Paget and the magnificent Cup
giveh by Colonel Eaton Were competed for. The
former prize was open to competition by any individual
Officer, W.O., N.C.O., or Man on the Depot Establish
ment and for Recruits of the Cadre Platoon. The
top scorer was private Douglas with a score of 68,
Sgt. Ongley being close behind with 66. The Eaton
Cup was competed for by teams of Officers, Warrant
Officers, Sergeants, Corporals, Trained Men and
Recruits from the Cadre Platoon. "A" Team of
trained men, captained by Private Wise, were the
winners by the narrow margin of one point from the
Corporals, the two teams scoring 219 and 218
respectively ; highest possible score, 240.
The recent bad weather has been bad for hunting.
However, the going is naturally softer, though the
country is still rather blind. The East Kent Hunt are
going very strong now and are hunting three days
a week, with usually a byeday as well. Colonel H.
Sutton, who commands the 11th Hussars at
Shomcliffe, hunts hounds on Wednesday in the vale.
Shooting has naturally suffered from the weather too.
We hope, however, to record an improvement in
conditions in these notes next month.
The Commanding Officer has recently been to York
to act as a judge in the Northern Command Depot
Training Cadre Competition, which seems to have been
a vfry strenuous though interesting affair. On the
30th October he was one of the Army representatives
on board H.M.S. Marlborough on the occasion of the
Fleet demonstration given off Portland for the
Dominion Premiers.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell was kind
enough to invite the Officers of the Depot to a dance
at his house near Sevenoaks on 6th November. No
less than ten Officers of the Regiment were present
and thoroughly enjoyed his most generous hospitality.

The Reverend P. W. Guinness, who has been
garrison chaplain here for the past three and a half
years is to leave us shortly we regret to say. His
move is not _a very , long one though, as he is going to.
Shomcliffe, so we shall not lose sight of him altogether.!
We offer Colonel Findlay our sincere sympathy in
his recent sad bereavement.
Mr. G E. Boon recently paid the Depot a visit*
having come over from the Channel Islands for a week
or two. We were glad to see him looking so Well.
Captain Hamilton, Mr. Lister, Mr. King and Mr.
Knatchbull, from the 2nd Battalion, have recently,
been here. We hope now the 2nd Battalion are at
Aldershot, that we shall see more of them in general.
Mr. D. W. Hendin came to say farewell before sailing
to join the 1st Battalion, in company with Mr. T. H.
Spear, on 11th November. We wish them the very
best of luck during their tour in the East.
On Armistice Day the Depot marched to the
Cathedral to attend the special service in the Cathedral,;
at which the whole garrison and some three thousand
civilians were present.
We offer our hearty congratulations to Sgt. Rowe
and Pte. Mills on their success in the recent advanced
Army Cookery Competition held at Olympia, in which;
they gained first ana third places respectively.
By the time these notes appear in print, yet another
of the old hands, in the person of Orderly Room Colour
Sergeant G. Edwards, will have left us on the.
completion of 21 years' service. He will be very much
missed at the Depot. Our good wishes go with him
for the very best of good fortune in civil life and we
hope that he will come and pay us a visit sometimes.
We welcome Sergeant H.' B. Shorter from the 2nd
Battalion, who has eome to take over the duties of
OrderlyRo omSergeant.
Boxing Tournament.

There was a large and interested crowd of spectators
at the boxing tournament held at the Cavalry
Gymnasium, Canterbury, on Thursday evening last,
and the contests were in the best sporting spirit, many
of the contestants being particularly well matched.
The tournament had been organised by Captain N. D.
Rice, the Buffs, who, as in the past, evidenced his
aptitude for the organisation of such successful shows,
and the raison d'etre was for the benefit of regimental
charities.
';:v
At the outset, Major J. V. R. Jackson, the /Buffs,
said he knew they would all jpin with him in
welcoming there that night one of whom all Men of
Kent and Kentish Men were very proud—Lord Harris.
(Applause). He had kindly consented to present the
prizes at the end of the evening. The Major
also thanked Colonel Clay for the use of the
Gymnasium, all those who had contributed to the
prizes and finally, all those taking part in the contests
that night, many of whom had come long distances.
BUFFS' CHAMPIONSHIPS.
Final, NOVICES' BANTAMWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP—Pte. C. Insole
beat Pte. F. Phipps after three stubbornlycontested rounds.
Final, NOVICES' WELTERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP—Pte. P. Taylor
beat Pte. R. Heard on points.
Final, NOVICES' FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSGIP—Pte. A. Gilbert
beat Pte* J. Ray on points. These were two good lads. Ray has
only been in. the regiment about a month, and he fought pluckily
against one whose stamina stood him in good stead.
Final, NOVICES' LIGHTWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP—LceCorpl. R.
Foad beat Pte. H. Bard, securing a kridekout in the second round.
Foad, who comes of a family of boxing brothers, was too good for his
opponent. He secured Councillor G. R. Barrett's silver cup for the
most promising recruit.
Final, NOVICES' MIDDLEWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP—Pte. H. Jordan
beat Pte. J. Hurley in the first round, connecting with a wellplaced
right.
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HENRY PELLATT.

Lt. Knatchbull, Lt. FearnsideSpeed, Lt. Lister, Capt. Hamilton, Lt. Crozier, Lt. LyndenBell, Lt. Knight.
General
Colonel
Major
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Lt.Col.
Major
General
LyndenBell,
Findlay,
Hickman,
Watson.
Rice,
Terry,
Friend,
Jackson,
Pellatt,
SPECIAL 3ROUND CONTEST.
Pte. W. Hudd (bantamweight champion, 2nd Battalion The Buffs)
beat Pte. S. Mills (Depot The Buffs) on points. Hudd had the longer
reach and had the advantage of weight, Mills, who has only been in
the Depot a month, was congratulated by the judge for the capital
fight he put up for so young a recruit.
SPECIAL 3ROUND CONTEST AT 5sx. 4LBS.
Lce.Corpl. G. S. Grey beat Lee.Corpl. K. D. Brooks on points.
Both are Duke of York's School boys, and, as on the last occasion
two boys from this school met at a tournament in Canterbury, the
contest was a particularly pleasing one. Both boys showed good
style, Grey covering up in approved fashion. They both reflected
credit on Sergt.Major Dent, who is an old Army champion, and who is
instructor at the School.
SIXROUND LIGHTWEIGHT CONTEST.
W. Nicholas (Lightweight champion of Wales, 1924), beat Sergt.
Maxey (Beds, and Herts. Regt.) in the second round. Maxey was
outclassed by his cleverer opponent, whose footwork was a delight.
SIXROUND BANTAMWEIGHT CONTEST.
Corpl. G. H. Aguzzi (Northants. Regt. (Army and Imperial
Services Bantamweight champion, 1926), beat Aircraftsman Callicott
(Bantamweight champion, R.A.F., 1926). This was one of the best
fights of the evening, the contest going the full length. At the end
of the third round points were about equal, but in the fourth round,
although Callicott covered up well, Aguzzi went ahead and maintained
his lead to the end. Both men took some punishment in the last round,
and Callicot received quite an ovation for the good show he had put
up.
SIX ROUND CONTEST.
Sergt. W. Beal, Buffs (Army and Imperial Services Featherweight
champion, 1926), beat Ike Lloyd (Lightweight champion of Wales,
1921, 1922, 1925). This contest had a curious ending. At the end
of the fifth round Lloyd, although he had been punished and was behind
on points, was by no means finished, but as is customary with some

boxers, was given smelling salts. He seemed to have taken an over
dose and could not resume. In the third round there was much in
fighting, Lloyd getting in some useful blows to the body, and he also
succeeded in covering up well. Both took much punishment in the
fourth round, but in the fifth round, Beal made some headway and
sent his man to the boards. He was awarded the verdict on points.
SIX ROUND CONTEST.
Corpl. A. Watts (Lancashire Fusiliers) (Imperial Services Welter
weight champion, 1926) beat Corpl. H. Mann (11th Hussars), (runner
up Middleweight championship of India, 1925). This was another
capital contest, the men being wellmatched. On the one hand was
Watts with a good style and clever defence, whilst Mann was the type
of patient, hardhitting boxer who is capable of withstanding many hard
knocks. Watts took a slight lead in the second round, and Mann was
warned in the third round for a backhand blow, which is now a foul.
Mann was in evidence in the fourth round and fought well in the fifth,
although Watts was slowly outclassing him. Watts declared winner
after the sixth round.
SPECIAL SIX ROUND WELTERWEIGHT CONTEST.
Ben Marshall (Wales), (Amateur Welterweight champion of Great
Britain, 1926) beat Leading Aircraftsman Page (Welterweight cham
pion Royal Air Force, 1926), after six full rounds, being awarded the
verdict on points. Marshall made points from the start and gave
evidence of some clever footwork. In the fourth round Page fought
back well, but he had to take some severe handling in the fifth. In
the last round Marshall twice connected with his formidable right, and
was awarded the verdict on points.
PRESENTATION OF CUPS AND MEDALS.
Prior to distributing the cups and medals, Lord Harris said it had
always been a pleasure to him to be connected with the Buffs. He
remembered a good many years ago, while he was in India, he was at
Lahore, and one night he was to dine at the Buffs' Mess. When he got
to the compound the men of the Regiment were there and took the
horses out and ran him up to the Mess themselves. In those days 80
per cent, were men of Kent and he appreciated that compliment better
than anything he had ever experienced. He was there that night to
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try to return that compliment. He had been interested in boxing
all his life, but one very good reason why he was extremely grateful
to the noble art of selfdefence was that he owed his position in life very
largely to one of his ancestors being able to use his fists. His lordship
went on to recount how a certain party of foxhunters, many years
ago, always experienced difficulty when hunting in the neighbourhood
of a certain miller, where, in fact, there was always a " scrap." On
one occasion the " scrap" seemed inevitable, and a little man, jumping
over the gate, gave the miller a good hiding. Lord Sackville, in con
gratulating the li ttle man, said if ever he wanted a good turn he was to
let him know. That little man was his (the speaker's greatgrand
father, and many years later he was a poor clergyman at Brasted, and
was enabled, through the kindness of Lord Sackville, to get his son a
commission in the Army—that son to subsequently distinguish himself
at Seringapatam. 44 I have therefore, very good reason," concluded
his lordship, 44 to be grateful to the noble art of selfdefence." His
lordship concluded by congratulating the contestants on the form
shown and the pluck displayed, and the way in which they took their
punishment like men. He was sure he was speaking for the guests
there that night when he said they were extremely grateful for the
interesting evening's entertainment which had been put before them.
(Applause and Kentish fire).
The Committee desire to express their thanks to the following who
have so generously contributed towards the prizes :—Messrs. G. R.
Barrett and Son, Messrs. George Beer and Rigden, Ltd., Messrs. E.
Bing and Son, Messrs. J. H. and J. Brooke, Mr. George Browning,
Messrs. Burgess' Stores, Mr. S. Burchell, Mr. H. H. Cooper, Messrs.
Charles Dean, Ltd., Messrs. F. Finn and Sons, Ltd., Messrs. H. J.
Goulden, Ltd., Major G. W. Harris, Mr. Wright Hunt, Messrs. Jude
Hanbury and Co., Messrs. William Lefevre, Ltd., Messrs. Martin's
(Canterbury) Ltd., Mr. F. H. Orchard, Mr. W. Pollard, Messrs. Taylor
Bros., Messrs. G. Twyman and Son, Ltd., Messrs. Tice and Co.

Result of Depot InterSquad Boxing Competition,
October, 1926.
Blenheim Squad (Sgt. Ongley) won the InterSquad .Shield with
just a fraction over 80% points. Of the ten men to reach the final
in the five different weights, six were in the Blenheim Squad, and
four of them won their weights. A very good performance indeed.
The George Barrett Cup for the most promising Recruit Boxer
at the Depot was awarded to L/Cpl. R. Foad, who proved that, besides
being a first class fighter, (he knocked all his opponents out inside two
rounds) he is also a clever boxer with a beautiful straight left. He
should do well in the Battalion if he sticks to it.
The C.O.'s cup for the pluckiest loser throughout the tournament
was won by Pte. W. Laundy and good losers' medals were awarded
to the following :—L/Cpl. Man, Pte. Hill, Pte. C. Cox, Pte. Willmoth,
L/c. Dyke, and Pte. Worthington, all of whom—although beaten,
put up "real 44 Bufflike " fights.

Football.
Although the football season started more than
two months ago the Depot team has only recently
settled down and started to produce its form of last
year.
After winning the first three matches of the season,
the team fell to pieces badly, and were beaten in turn
by the R.A.F. Manston, Chartham Mental Hospital,
the Beds, and Herts Regiments and St. Edmund's
School. Cpl. Gillett left ns to join the 2nd Battalion
and Mullinger was on the injured list, so that our
chances in the Cinque Ports League and the Hythe
Charity Cup looked very black indeed. Trial matches
took place almost every day and the form of the Mal
plaquet and Dettingen Squads who recently joined the
Depot was watched with interest. Vasey showed much
promise as an outside left and has played consistently
well for the Depot during the last month, and Cane,
another North Country recruit, should develop into
a useful half back. The return of Mullinger to centre
forward pulled the attack together very noticeably,
and Ashton at inside left has been getting through an
immense amount of work. His twelve goals in the last
three matches speak for themselves.
The last three matches have shown a very
gratifying return to form, which it is hoped will last
for the rest of the season. On Saturday, October
30th, we played the Royal Marine Depot, Deal, in the
Junior Division of the Cinque Ports League and beat
them 9—0. We followed this up on Wednesday,
November 3rd, by beating Wye College, on their own
ground, 9—1, and on Saturday, November 13th, in
the pouring rain, we turned the tables on St. Edmund's

Lee./Corporal R. A. Foad,
Winner of the George Barrett Challenge Cup for the most
promising Recruit Boxer at the Depot.
School by beating them, 5—3. This last victory is most
pleasing, indicating as it does a marked improvement
in the play of the Depot team, as St. Edmund's have
already beaten us once this season by four goals to
two.
The team in this match was goal: Capt. Rice;
Backs : Brookes and L/Cpl. Drake : Halfbacks:
Cane, Cpl. Wade and Laker. Forwards : Wilson,
L/Cpl. Watts, Mullinger, Ashton and Vasey.
By the time these notes are in print the draft will
have joined the Battalion and we shall have lost Bard
who has played some good games in goal for the Depot.
He should be useful to his Company.
SERGEANTS' MESS.
On 18th October, Teams representing the Officers' Mess, Sergeants'
Mess, Corporals' Mess, Trained Men (2) and Cadre Platoon fired off
for the Eaton Shooting Cup for 1926. Our team was composed of
CrSgt. Edwards, C.Q.M.S. Coaster, Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M. and Sgt.
Cook Rowe, but unfortunately they could only secure 3rd place with
a score of 216, the Trained Men's 4 4A" Team being top with 219 whilst
the Corporals Team scored 218. Our Team, however, did extremely
well and we hope to have better luck next year.
On 19th October, we held our first Whist Drive of the season, with
the following results :—
159
Ladies'1st Prize : Mrs. Emery
158
,, 2nd Prize : Mrs. Randall
113
„ Consolation Miss Sheeran
164
Gents' 1st Prize
Cr.Sgt. Edwards
162
„ 2nd Prize : Mr. West
128
Consolation Mr. Tutt
We were glad to see so many of our old friends present, and after
the Whist Drive a Practice Dance was held until midnight.
The Individual Shooting Competition for the Sir Arthur Paget Prize,
1926, took place on 20th October when Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M.
and L/Sgt. Maplesden took 2nd and 3rd prizes respectively. They
are to be congratulated on their excellent scores, as is also the winner—
Pte. Douglas.
We were pleased to meet so many old comrades at the
Annual Dinner at Harrods' Stores on 23rd October, and trust to meet
still more next year.
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FEATHER WEIGHT.

Crowhurst
Kfltie
Moore
Walker
Hadlow
Ray
Haines
Worthington
Beach
Venes
W. Cox
ShiHing
Gilbert
Philo
Smith
Peal
Vaht
Laundy
Gowen
Hubbard
Cowley
Tovey
Clarke
Read

Lewis
Mais

Fowler

Bye Jj 29 Crowhurst
Bye
Bye I 30 Walker
Bye
\ 1 Ray
j2 Worthington
13 Venes

j4

Shining

15 Gilbert

31 Ray

oS?'}8

Gowen

g*£ }» Cowley
Oud1 } '0 Clarke

11 Read
SX}
Ram. I

Oud. / 12 Fowler

66 Ray
>.53 Ray

32 Venes

7

> Ghbert

33 Gilbert

Oud.}6Peal
S.d.17

52 Crowhurst

>54 Gilbert
|34 Vant
67 Gilbert
35 Clarke
>
>.55
Read

36 Read

BANTAM WEIGHT.

Milan
Phipps
Whson
Wakefield
Insole
Harrad
Tobin
Beeching
Hicks
Chaton
Lewis
Deeks

Oud.
Ram.
Oud.
Ram.

Bye}56 P'^PP3
Bye}57

Oud.}Insole

oue2:}37

Tobin

^fud. }38 Chilton
Ram. 1 c
Oud./3

>68 Phipps

Wils0n

Insole

>58 Insole
69 Insole
>59 Deeks

WELTER WEIGHT.

Richards
Austen
Heard
Bowell
Spencer
Dyke
Twyman
Barnes
Hill
Fuggle
Man
Harrison
Taylor
Travers
Tracey
Thomas

Blen.
Ram. 121 Richards
Blen. 22 Heard
Ram.
Blen. 23 Spencer
Ram.
Blen.
Oud. J24 Barnes
Ram.
Oud. 125 Fuggle
Ram.
Oud. j 26 Man
Ram.
Oud. 127 Taylor
Ram.
Oud. >28 Tracey

48 Heard

64 Heard

49 Spencer

.Taylor

50 Man
65 Taylor
51 Taylor

MIDDLE WEIGHT.

Jennings
Hnrley
Arnold
Marsden
Jordan
Wild
Hogben
Cork

SS+0 Hurley
|^;}41 Marsden
lim:}« Jordan

oid"' }43 Hogben

|60 Hurley
I Jordan
1.61 Jordan

LIGHT WEIGHT.

Allen
Newman
Bard
Sales
Cox
Grubb
Wilmoth
Lawlor
Harrison
Milne
Tolhurst
Tarling
Foad
Fryer
Houlton
Oakes

> 13 Allen
>14 Bard
>15 Grubb

' J16 Lawlor
>17 Harrison
>18 Tolhurst
>19 Foad
>20 Oakes

44 Bard
162 Bard
"45 Lawlor
Foad
146 Harrison
>63 Foad
47 Foad
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On 29th October, Sgt. Dennis left us for embarkation on his return
journey to Gibraltar. We hope he had a good trip, and also found a
right royal welcome awaiting him at Gib.
The Whist Drive held on 2nd November proved to be a " bumper
house," no less than 24 tables being occupied.
The following were the prizewinners :—
Mrs. Channer
Ladies 1st:
Mrs. Brooks
„
2nd:
Mrs. Emery
last:
Mrs. Thatcher
Gents' 1st:
...
Mr. Tucker
„
2nd :
Mr. Dean
„
last :
Mrs. Martin
Ladies' Lnckv Prize ...
Sgt. Hancock
Gents'.
„
,,
The usual practice dance f ollowed.
We were pleased to see R.S.M. C. Vaughan, Sgt. Beal, L/Sgt.
Petley and Mr. Tovey here for the Boxing Tournament held on 4th
November, Sgt. Beal's excellent boxing was indeed a treat to watch.
During General Sir Henry Pellatt's inspection of the Depot on 5th
November, he visited the Sergeants' Mess and was duly introduced to
the Jazz Billiard balls. We respectfully appreciate the kind things
he said about us.
The same evening an All Ranks' Dance was held in the Gymnasium,
in connection with which C.S.M. Jones and Sgts. Emery, Rowe, Daisley,
Martin and Larkin found plenty of work to do, and deserve our thanks
accordingly.
We welcome Sgt. Shorter, who arrived on 5th November from the
2nd Battalion in relief of CrSgt. Edwards.
Hearty congratulations to L/Sgt. Marsh and his bride on their
marriage on 6th November. May every good luck and happiness be
with them in their new life.
The Annual Competition for the George Porter Billiard Handicap
Challenge Cup will shortly commence. Would intending competitors
kindly forward their names to the President, Sergeants' Mess, Depot
The Buffs, by 7th December.
It is worthy of note that every member of the Cork Club is joining
the Mustard Club on the occasion of the Cork Club Supper on 16th
November. The question as to whether each member is to have his
own particular mustard pot with name and Cork Club number inscribed
thereon, has not yet been settled.
Sgt. Ongley, D.C.M. is to be congratulated on his very fine
performance in the Canterbury to Dover Road Race, in which he
obtained 4th place.
Before closing, I take this opportunity, on behalf of the members
of the Sergeants' Mess, of wishing our comrades and friends a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

CORPORALS' MESS.
The Football Team have added to their successes. Playing the
Headquarter Wing of the Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment),
the Corporals won with a score of 14 goals to their opponents !!! All
distinguished themselves and it is difficult to state clearly who shot the
goals, because they arrived so rapidly.
A match against the Drums and Signallers of the same Regiment
resulted in a win for the Corporals by 5 goals to 2. The team are
still out to increase their goal average.
In spite of the bad weather our Whist Drives have attracted " full
houses."
We shall be very sorry to lose Cpl. Richardson who joins the 2nd
Battalion on 19th, and wish him the very best of luck.
We extend a hearty welcome to Cpl. Towerzy who has joined us
from Aldershot.
Congratulations to Man, Dyke and Tracey on their appointment as
Recruit LanceCorporals.
Dancing is becoming more popular than ever, and an extra ration
of 44 Ronuk " will be needed for our floor, when the Charleston experts
finish their practice.
The Spoon Shoot has not yet taken place. A report will be given
in next month's Notes.
L.C.C.

TRAINED MEN'S NOTES.
The most prominent figure at Canterbury Cathedral on Remem
brance Day, was, I think, one of our own little bandsmen, namely
Jock Simpson.
This rendering of the Last Post and Reveille was excellent, and he
thoroughly deserved the praises he got.
The Trained Men formed a section of the parade that was held and
of course the Band was in attendance, with as usual, the help of our
44 chums," the Cavalrymen.

The Depot had another dance this month and Lammings'
44 Boheiman" band again provided jolly lively music ; I heard the
Lancers was a great success. I happened to be assisting two of the
Bar Stickers over to the dance hall, so I missed the ancient yet jolliest
dance of the night; swinging the girls round is sound and .eager
enjoyment for the troops as such sets the Lancers provide.

FOOTBALL.
At last we have found a team, or rather our sports officer has, and
he is letting us know it too.
As we happen to be playing the S.A. School at Hythe in the Hythe
Charity Cup on Saturday, 20th. He intends to get us fit for the fray,
and after the halfhour or so we have had round the gymnasium to
night. I quite agree that it will be a fit crowd of fellows that turn
out against the S.A. School; we are going to get that Cup or die in the
attempt.
We have beaten St. Edmund's College, 53 ; Wye College, 80 ;
Royal Marines, 82, and lost to the Queen's, 85, Chartham Mental
Hospital, 31 and St. Edmund's, 32, but we hope to beat them next
time, now that we have got the team together.
Christmas is coming and everybody is looking forward to the leave
that is being granted to them, and some of the Trained Men are saving
up already.
.
Capt. Rice arranged a jolly good boxing show in the Cavalry
gymnasium last month and it was absolutely topping. The boxing was
keen and clever, and everybody voted it a good turnout. Several
people were there, one being Lord Harris, Kent's Sportsman. We were
jolly glad to see him once more after his serious illness.
We have started our Whist Drives again and there is still a lack of
Whist players ; we hope the Traned Men's Drive night will be fiiore
ably supported next time, and so help to make it a success. 44
YANK."

Correspondence—continued from page 380.
BUENO AIRES.
The Editor, " The Dragon,"

Depot, The Buffs.
Dear Sir,
With reference to the attached I shall be glad if
you will continue to supply me with the Regimental
Magazine. I am sorry that I am late again with my
subscription, but living so far away it is a little difficult
to keep pace with dates. I enclose you 10/ to cover
one year, it being the easiest form of remitting small
sums of money from the Argentine. Flease accept
my very best wishes for the prosperity of the Magazine
and all in anyway connected with the Regiment it so
ably stands for.
Yours very truly,
La Mala Real Argentina, Ltda,
H. W. WILLIAMS.
Edificio Britanico.
MALAY STATES.
To The Secretary, Past and Present Association.

Dear Sir,
I write to acknowledge the receipt of my Life
Membership Badge received per the last mail. By the
same mail I received the Membership list which made
most interesting reading trying to trace those old
hands that I may know. The doings of the Association
are read with great interest since I regularly get my
Dragon. Much as I would like to assist you financially,
I find my duty to a wife and five children (two
of whom are permanent boarders in a Kentish school)
takes all my funds, but were my pocket deeper, I think
your appeal for funds would not fall on deaf ears.
Thanking you for your thoughtfulness in the button
badge and wishing the Association a strong muster
and bright financial future, believe me to still remain,
a staunch supporter of my old Corps.
Kuala Lumpur,
Yours very sincerely,
Fed. Malay States.
ToM BURKE,
(late 8010 Sgt., 2nd Battalion).
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The 4th

Battalion.

Littlebourne Detachment. Armistice Day.

T

HE month of November
marks the beginning of
the new Territorial Training Year
and we can look back, I think
with satisfaction on the past
year. Weapon
training
has
improved in all its branches and
the number of inefficients is
almost nil. There are bright
spots on the horizon, too, and we
shall, I am sure, succeed in
keeping up our numbers and
prestige throughout the coming

ffjfJ|jjj|
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Except for drills, which are
*n full swing again, parades
this month have been mostly in
?"tah^T| connection with Armistice Day.
(^pAdi rl7oy
On the Sunday preceeding, there
a
were parades at Canterbury,
together with the Yeomanry ; at Littlebourne, where
the Drums attended : an "A" Company Parade at
Sandwich and a very successful "C" Company Parade
at Cranbrook. On Sunday, the 14th, there were
Church Parades at Sittingbourne, Whitstable and
combined Territorial Parade at Dover at which both
the C.O. and the Dover Commandant were present.

r+
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Frank Baiiey, Canterbury.

Armistice Dances were also run in one or two places,
with particularly successful ones at Canterbury and
Cranbrook.
We are now engaged in training hard for the Prince
of Wales's visit to Thanet which will take place on the
24th of November. At Ramsgate, troops will be
taking part in the ceremony and at Margate we are
finding the actual guard of honour. This will be more
fully reported next month, on completion of the duty.
On the 18th inst. twenty officers of the Battalion
were entertained to dinner at the Depot with much
hospitality, good fellowship and speeches. We hope
this was not an imposition in numbers, but these annual
reunions are, for our part, very greatly appreciated.
This is a fitting place to express our gratitude to the
donor of the James' Cup. Major H. G. James (twice
Mayor of Canterbury) served with this Battalion from
its reconstruction in 1920 until he left as 2nd in Com
mand, some time after the Defence Force. He has
now presented us with a magnificent trophy to be
awarded annually to the company with the best
musketry averages for the year. Such a trophy has
long been wanted, and we are extremely grateful to
him for his generous gift. The cup has not yet been
finally awarded ; but the result will be announced in
our next month's issue.
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We have not yet heard the result of the written
Certificate "A" Examinations attended by 2nd Lieuts.
Iggulden, Parish and Cheney on the 9th inst., but we
trust they have been successful.
Arrangements for Christmas Prizegivings are well
on the way, the following dates, we understand, having
been so far arranged. "C" Company at Cranbrook
and Chartham, both on December 11th;
Company at Canterbury on December 8th and "D"
Company at Sittingbourne on 18th December.
In conclusion we wish all our members and friends
a very happy Christmas.
P.S.—As we go to press we hear that Major Howard
Smith, our late Adjutant, has been appointed to
the command of the 1st Battalion. We offer our
heartiest congratulations and best wishes.
"A" COMPANY.
Ramsgate Detachment.
Our skipper is busy postcarding all ranks and employers to get
a strong muster for the Guard of Honour to H.R.H. The Prince of
Wales at Ramsgate on the morning of November 24th, and Margate
in the afternoon. On Sunday last, Ramsgate and Sandwich Platoons
sportingly supported by Lieut. Iggulden, Sgt. Marshall, Corporal
Boswell and five other Herne Bay Buffs, joined us for Church Parade
with the Mayor and Corporation of Ramsgate, when our Parade
numbered seventy Buffs, with Bugle Band under Sgt. Eastwood.
FOUND.—We are pleased to inform our readers that the Qjmrta
Master posted as missing in our last issue has now been found* but .
QuarterMasters are very elusive and had it not been for the diligence
of some at the Reunion Dinner, we might have lost him for good.
("A" Company have two QuarterMasters).
MEMORIES OF '14.

" At 10 p.m., twelve years ago tonight, one hundred Ramsgate,
Broadstairs and Birchington N.C.O.'s and Men sailed on the troopship
Dongola for the East" said Captain C. S. F. Witts, commanding
"A" (Thanet and Hone Bay) Company of the 4th Buffs (Territorials),
at a reunion smoking concert held at the Drill Hall, Willson s Road,
Ramsgate, on Friday evening.
There was a big attendance of past and present members of the
company, including a large percentage of men who served witn tne
l/4th Buffs overseas. Captain Witts was a genial chairman and was
supported by the Mayor (Alderman W. Coleman, an exsubaltern o
the Volunteer Buffs in wartime), the MayorElect (Councillor F. c.
Llewellyn) and Mr. A. H. Cox (a former coloursergeant of A
Company and during the war an officer of the Volunteers).

Towards a capital musical programme (arranged by
C. J. Mullett) a number of artistes willingly gave their services. Miss
Miriam E. Gladwell had a great reception when she gave the
monologue " Gunga Dhin," and when she responded with an encore
item of how a young soldier boy won the Victori a Cross. _ Mrs. Buxton
proved a lilting soubrette in popular songs and Miss Elsie Dalley_ was
an accomplished pianist. Old Buffs who did well included Sgt. L.
Jennings, Drummer Prett, Messrs. Will Regan, Garwood, Holness and
Davis, while assistance was also given by Messrs. R. Whyte Thorn,
Fred Smith, Snelling, and Hall and Blackie.
,
The entertainment was preceded by one toast— His Majesty tne
KingEmperor"—in accordance with Indian military custom.
Captain Witts, in a short speech, delivered with machinegun
rapidity, said the object of the evening's " little gathering — .
(it was really quite a big gathering)—was to get together the
exmembers of the l/4th Buffs for the annual reunion dinner, fixed
for the following night at Canterbury.
,
tt
" There are," he said " two occasions of the year when I want all
hands to help me by their presence—September 25th (the anniversary
of the battle of Waht), when we place a wreath on St. Georges
Memorial Cross in memory of our pals who fell in Arabia, and the re
union dinner, which takes place on the Saturday nearest to the 29th
October, the anniversary of the date we sailed for the East.
Captain Witts then referred, in the words quoted in the first
paragraph of this article, to the departure of "A' Company on 29th
October; 1914, and added, " To keep fresh their memory I have, after
many month's work, prepared a memorial roll of those Buffs who
formed "A" Company in October, 1914, and I am going to ask No.
7, Private W. Chapman, to hang this framed roll up.
When he told them, proceeded the captain, that Pte. Chapman s
regimental number of 7, they would realise that he must have joined
the Buffs shortly after Noah left the Ark. He was also very pleased
to see present No. 20, Pioneer Chapman, another Buff of bygone days.
" Now, in conclusion," rattled out the gallant officer, I want you
old hands to remember you are all honorary members of our club.
I want you to come up whenever you like, and, above all, l
want you to show your interest by personally getting recruits for your
old companv."
^

" No 7" Mr. W. Chapman, a man of very modest, retiring
disposition,' found himself greatly in the limelight when he was
suddenly called upon to hang the memorial roll on the wall of the drill
hall, but he carried out the duty without mishap. He was even more
embarrassed when forced to stand on a chair while bis old comrades
lustily gave tongue to the chorus

Old soldiers never die !
Never die ! Never die !
Old soldiers never die !
They simply fade away—yay !
The Mayor touched upon the fact that the services of the
Territorials would be required in order to give a fitting reception to
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales on the occasion of his visit to
Ramsgate on the 24th November—a date which they all hoped
to make a redletter day in the history of the borough.
As to recruiting, the Mayor sportingly offered a guinea^ for
the member of the company introducing five approved recruits within
the next two months.
Councillor Llewellyn, in a cordial little speech, made a similar offer
to that of the Mayor with regard to the incentive to obtain recruits,
and, incidentally, disclosed the fact that he had received his own taste
of military training, many years ago, in the Victoria and St. George s
Rifles, of London.
^
The " smoker ' closed with the toast of Captain Witts—the
Skipper," given with musical honours and cheers that made the rafters
ring. A jolly little dance followed.
The improvision and decoration of the stage was a most creditable
achievement on the part of Sgt.Instructor E. Buxton, M.M., and Mrs.
The extension time granted the Territorial Club for the occasion by
the justices was obtained through the generous instrumentality of
Major H. Kenyon Daniel and Mr. Walter Daniel, good friends of the
company.

g

Littlebourne Detachment.

'On^' |fcimistice Sunday (November 7th) this Detachment, ; in
conjunction with the local branch of the British Legion, held
a'combined Church Parade under the command of Major Collard at
Ickham. By kind permission of the C.O. the Battalion Qqrps
of Drums were present. The whole parade numbered about a hundred
men. The Buffs were commanded by Lieut. R. D. Poile and the
Legionaries were under the direction of Byron Kelsev, Esq.
On arrival at the Ickham War Memorial (The Lych Gate) a hollow
Square was formed and wreaths were handed to Canon Crosse, who
afterwards read the Exhortation, after which the "Last Post" and
« Reveille" were sounded. The parade then marched into Church,
where they took part in a very impressive Service. The Drums were
afterwards entertained to lunch by the Legion.
The Detachment is holding its first Annual Prize Distribution. on
Saturday, December 11th, when it is hoped that representatives from
other Companies will be present.
.

It is also whispered that we are to have a new Drill Hall, as the
existing one is totally inadequate for the strength of the Detachment,
which numbers fortysix.
This platoon was only formed last January and owes its success
in a great measure to the interest and support accorded it by
the members of the local branch of the British Legion.
R£P

Sandwich Platoon.
Drills are now in full swing. Miniature range shooting is keen
and some good scores are being recorded. A Silver Spoon is being
offered monthly for the highest score.
^
A Church Parade was held at Sandwich on Armistice Sunday
when some 54 Buffs attended, including some 34 N.C.O.'s and Men
from the Ramsgate Detachment under C.Q.M.S. Marsh, also their
Bugle Band under Cpl. Collins. We were afterwards entertained to
tea at Messrs. Snellings by Lt. The Hon. Walter James, who was in
charge of the parade.
The support received from the Ramsgate Detachment was greatly
appreciated, and in return 20 Sandwich Buffs supported them at the
Mayor's Parade at Ramsgate on the 14th instant.
The new Armoury and Orderly Rooms are now completed, the
whole of Fishers Gate is now Club Rooms, in which a Billiard Table
is being installed by Lt. The Hon. Walter James which is greatly
appreciated by all. Series of Dances have been arranged, the first
of which took place on the 10th instant and proved a great success;
the proceeds of it will go to the upkeep of same.
An official visit of His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales to
Ramsgate is announced for the 24th November and it 18 hoped to be
able to send a strong party from this platoon to help form, a Guard of
Honour, in connection with which we are busy rehearsing. We hope
one day to add the name of A. Bennett to our list of Recruits if Capt.
W. C. Collins permits.
R. ROWLEY,
Platoon Editor.

Sittingbourne Detachment.
Our training for 1925—1926 is now complete and everybody is
looking forward to their wellearned bounty which will be paid out
during November. It is very pleasing to note the improvement of
all ranks in the interest and keenness they are taking in their work,
especially the attendance at Drills and Musketry. Before leaving the
subject a word must be said about our Annual Musketry Course, which
we commenced at Easter. Only two Sundays were missed going
on the range, which must be considered satisfactory considering the
great dfctg™™** that some of our Detachments had to come. Our
Company Commander and C.S.M. I believe, have not missed onesingle
Sunday on the range. We have exercised 211 all ranks, while 88 of
them have fired Part III (Lewis Gun) and everybody has qualified.
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We have now commenced our new training year. At present
we are devoting our time to Drills, Sand Tray work and Lectures,
and after the Christmas Holidays weshall onceagain return to Musketry
and the Lewis Gun. It is also hoped that during the summer months,
full advantage will be taken of opportunities for outdoor work, which
proved such a success last year.
Sittingbourne Detachment held three parades in connection with
the Armistice on the 11th and 14th November. On the 11th Novem
ber, six other ranks paraded at the Drill Hall, and marched to the
local Cenotaph, there being joined vy a party of the local British
Legion. A beautiful wreath was laid at the foot of the Cenotaph
from all ranks of our Detachment. On Sunday morning, 14th instant,
the Detachment paraded at the Drill Hall under Capt. D. J. Dean,
V.C., and marched to the Town Hall, Milton Regis, where a large
procession was formed, consisting of our local Police Force, Fireman,
British Legion, Ambulance Corps, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and the
officials of Milton.
The procession then moved off to the Milton Church where a most
impressive service was held in memory of our fallen comrades. The
congregation then assembled outside and around the Cross, and a short
service was conducted, our Buglerssounding the Last Post and Reveille.
A similar parade was also held at 3 o'clock at the Queen's Picture Hall.
Our usual monthly spoon shoot was held on the 28th and it was
pleasing to see that twenty N.C.O.'s and men turned up to take part
in spite of the rough weather that evening. We congratulate A/Sgt,
Wood on being the winner of the silver spoon, with a score of 32. Pte.
Ravensdale was the winner of the wooden spoon. He is yet still a
recruit, and we wish him better luck next time. These monthly
miniature range spoon shoots serve two purposes ; firstly the training
of the man and secondly the sporting competition. Our Company
Commander has given permission for them to be continued next year
when it is hoped all ranks will appreciate these shoots by attending.
Our annual Tradesmen's shoot has taken place and we are now
preparing for. the annual prize distribution which takes place on the
18th December. Over 60 prizes, varying from 5/ to £1 in value, have
kindly been given by our local tradesmen. No stone will be left un
turned to make a successful and enjoyable evening. /Our Com
pany has now won two shields, the Harris and Recruits' Shield.
Credit must be given to all those who have worked so hard to bring
these two shields to our Company and it is to be hoped that we may
hold them for ever !
Owing to a number of our men taking their discharge it is regretted
that some of our detachments have decreased, especially Canterbury,
Sittingbourne and Whistable. We therefore ask all ranks of our
respective detachments to make an earnest effort to get as many
recruits as possible. Remember that every present member serving in
our happy detachments is the best recruiter. Keen and good
charactered young men are required to keep the Battalion up to
strength.

Things we want to know.

Who was the tall young gentleman that refused a nice glass of ale
at our dub room and insisted on going up to the George Hotd ? What
his motive was we know ; ask Tiney Muncy.
Who was it that looked on his chest when asked by a very brilliant
and intelligent youth where his stripe was; ask Rosey and the P.T.
instructor.
Did a certain gentleman get windy when he read in our last month's
issue of The Dragon about the Pull over keep smiling boys ?
THE BUSY BEE.

"C" COMPANY.
Captain A. E L. Hardcastle took over the command of the
Company from Captain C. A. Winch on November 1st. The efficient
state of the company and everything connected with it is sufficient
testimony to the good work done by the latter dining the time he
commanded it, and he will have a very hearty wdcome from all ranks
whenever he can spare the time to join them in their several under
takings.
Lieut. Hewitt is already in harness, though his transfer from the
Artists' Rifles has not yet come through officially.
The sympathy of the whole company will go out to Lieut. Collins
on the death of his Mother at the end of October.
On November 7th, the company took part in the Armistice Church
Parade at Cranbrook and the very good total of six officers and 74
N.C.O.'s and men were on parade. The Commanding Officer was
present and after Church presented Corporal Taylor with the Territorial
Long Service Medal.
.
On November 10th a most successful dance was held at the Cran
brook Drill Hall in aid of Earl Haig's Fund and it is hoped to hand
over about £10, exclusive of the Poppies sold during the evening, to this
excellent object. The greatest credit is due to Sgt. Dennis and his
helpers in the way the Hall was decorated and the arrangements were
carried out.
While motorcycling to Yalding on Armistice Day to sound the
" Last Post" at the Memorial Service, Sgt. Dennis collided with some
bullocks and was thrown from his machine. Fortunately he was only
bruised and shaken, but his machine was damaged, and the Command
ing Officer took him back to Cranbrook in his car.
No. 9 Platoon has been having some most successful night
operations, and inspired by the late Mr. G. Fawkes of explosive memory,
these were made most realistic to those takung part, and somewhat
bewildering to the civil population. It is hoped that the other Plattons
in the Company will follow this excellent example.
Bounty Night will be on December 11th, at Cranbrook. A good
programme is being arranged ending in a Dance. The Commanding
Officer is coming to present prizes won during the year, and a large
gathering of members and friends of the Company and their ladies is

anticipated.

The Commanding Officer and Captain Hardcastle, who is a
Councillor, attended the Mayor's banquet at Tenterden on November
9th. The former replied, with a splendid speech on the Teeritorial
Army in general and "C" Company in particular, to the toast of " His
Majesty's Services."
A.ELH.

"D" COMPANY.
It is with the very greatest regret that "D" Company views the
resignation of its CompanySergeantMajor, C.S.M. Barron, after 30
years' service. C.S.M. Barron, by his knowledge and experience of
Military affairs, his excellent judgment in dealing with his subordinates
and the fatherly interest he has always taken in every Member of the
Company has proved a very tower of strength not only to "D"
Company, but to the Battalion as a whole. Although, we have had to
strike him off our " Active List" we have most decidedly taken him on
our " Reserve List," and trust that he will honour us in the capacity
of "Consulting Engineer" in the "building up" of our Company
in future years. We feel sure that Barron knows that he will always
be sure of a hearty welcome whenever he can visit the Drill Hall.
The recru ting for and training of the Company for the Winter
months is now being placed on a constructive basis and a busy Season
is being looked forward to. Regarding the Social side, the Recreation
Room has recently been redecorated, the Billiard Table recovered
and recushioned and arrangements are now in hand for recreational
evenings with the Dover Police, the Southern Railway Divisional
Headquarters Staff, the General Post Office Staff fand similar Clubs
in the town, so we are now looking forward to many enjoyable evenings
" off parade." Silver Spoon Shoots (Class "A" and "B") are taking
place fortnightly, Class "A" being held on every other Monday from
7 to 8 p.m. and 9 to 10 p.m., commencing on Monday next,
21st November, and Class "B" on every other Tuesday, commencing
Tuesday, 29th November; Silver Cups have been presented in both
classes for aggregate scores.
On Sunday, 14th November, the Company took part with other
local Territorial Units in a Church Parade under the command of
Lieut.Col. E. B. Burns, Commanding 4th Battalion The Buffs ; Capt.
H. Lionel Smith, 4th Battalion The Buffs, acting as Parade Adjutant,
and Lieut. J. Sherwood taking command of the Company. Other
units represented were 233rd Battery Royal Artillery, 168th Coast
Battery Royal Artillery, Cinque Ports " Fortress" Royal Engineers,
No. 1 "Works Company, Royal Engineers and No. 2 E.L. Company
Royal Engineers. The Parade was headed by the Drums of 4th
Battalion The Buffs under SergeantDrummer Tripp. Colonel Com
mandant E. B. Hankey, D.S.O., Commanding 12th Infantry Brigade,
Dover was present at the Drill Hall on our return from Church and
presented "D" Company with the Emden Shooting Trophy and medals
to Members of the Company Shooting Tead. This trophy was won by
"D" Company in competition with all other Territorial Units in Dover.
The Company would like to express its appreciation to the Command
ing Officer for coming from Yalding to Dover in order to take the
Church Parade.
The Drill Hall was loaned to 1st Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
on Wednesday, 17th November, for the purposes of a Boxing
Tournament, some 800 people being present. A cpntest of special
interest to us was a six round Contest between Sgt. Beal, of
2n Battalion The Buffs, Imperial Services Featherweight Champion,
1926, and Cpl. Grace, 1st Lancashire Fusiliers, Atmy Finalist Bantam
weight, 1926. Unfortunately the contest was not a spectacular one,
but Sgt. Beal was awarded the verdict on points. We were also very
pleased to see Capt. N. Rice and Mr. FearnsideSpeed of the Depot

2nd Battalion—Continued from page 390.
Snips.
The Officers were on parade with cased Colours, doing sword drill:
Keen Young Soldier : " Excuse me, Sergeant, may I speak to you for
a moment, please ? "
Sergeant: " Certainly, what do you want ? "
Keen Young Soldier : " Well, Sergeant, what are those two big " black
things " the Officers are carrying over there ? "
Sergeant: " What black things ? "
Keen Young Soldier: " Those two " black things " which look like
" big skyrockets with brass nobs on the top."
Note /—The Sergeant is now progressing favourably.

We want to know—
Can any of No. 2 W.T. Squad, 2nd Battalion, teach us the
mechanism of the three white posts ?
What will happen when the last leaf has fallen ?
Do Company Orderly Sergeants get an allowance for."their"
foolscap ?
How many pairs of boots have C.S.M.'s and C.Q.M.S. s worn out
since we have been in Aldershot ?
Is it true that our slogan " Steady The Buffs" is now nonest ?
Why Peter joined the Regimental Police ?
And didn't the women's washhouse suit him better ?
Did you " snap" our " Snips " last month ?
Has Charlie " plastered " the parlour yet ?
How Bradley liked the donkey's greeting ?
Has the C.Q.M.S. any more " new Brooms " ?

Where we "R." ?
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Mrs. Smithers
AN EXCURSION TO LONDON.

"YT OW then my dear, be very careful what yer says
INI when we gets to London. Yer know them there
Londoners are clever people and for 'eaven's sake don't
tell 'em yer up from Kent or they'll do yer right and
left. Just leave it all to me my dear."
Of course, Mrs. Smithers could speak with
authority : she was born in London within the hearing
of ' Bow Bells '—a most important fact—and
considered herself " a cocney wivawt any ' K ' in it "
thereby meaning that she had no connection with the
Seven Dials or the New Cut. On the other hand, Mrs.
Scrubbers—poor dear—was planted and grown in the
little village of Bridge, near Canterbury, and was just
a sweet little hoppicker until she picked Pte.
Scrubbers in the back parlour of ' Joyfull's' one
summer evening. It was a case of love at first sight:
a sort of affinity between a hoppicker and a hop
drinker which was only natural.
Arriving at Charing Cross for the day's excursion,
and feeling a wee bit ' peckish ' it was inevitable that
the first place of call should be the station restaurant,
where a large glass container of ham sandwiches were
hastily devoured—in fact little J immy Scrubbers nearly
burst himself.
When Mrs. Smithers tendered a new two shilling
piece in payment for supplies received and consumed,
she was politely informed by the waitress the total
charge was exactly eight shillings : i.e., one shilling
and fourpence for the double stout and six shillings and
eightpence for the sandwiches, which so staggered Mrs.
Smithers that she nearly collapsed.
" Now then me young lydy" she exclaimed.
" Don't yer come yer old capers wiv me because yer
think I'm up from the country. My friend 'ere comes
from Kent and might look a bit green, but allow me to
say, my dear, I, yes I, was born within the sound of
them there Bow Bells. Why yer 'ad ' fourpence'
marked on them sandwiches as big as the dome of St.
Paul's."
The waitress gave a pleasant smile and replied :
" Quite true, madam. Fourpence each—not the whole
container full."
It was a sad beginning for a day's outing and
severely taxed the wealth of the two visitors : even
little Jimmy got a smack under the nose and told not
to spend the penny he took out of his money box—just
because he complained of pains in the stomach.
Outside the station it was decided to have a trip to
Harrods on the tube. Having procured the tickets
they made their way to the lift.
" Yer know my dear " said Mrs. Smithers," these
tubes take yer round London in no time. One minute
yer 'ere and the next yer're there. Oh they're simply
wonderful!"
On getting out of the lift Mrs. Smithers at once set
eyes on the notice "Way out up the staircase."
" Come along, Mrs. Scrubbers—come along my
dear. Yer see it didn't take us long : follow me.'
Up the golden staircase the party went, closely
followed by little Jimmy all puffing and blowing.
Arriving once again in the street Mrs. Smithers looked
for the sign of Harrods. Not finding it she asked a
stout policeman.
" Mr. Policeman, can yer tell us where 'arrads is ?"
" Yus lydy—whats, yer up from the country ? If
so be careful of yerselves in London or yer'll get lorst
Take the tube to Brompton Road and yer're there."
Mrs. Smithers felt annoyed, and remarks concerning
the tube, led to the unexpected discovery they were
all back again at the starting place.

" I aint agoin' by any more of them tubes, Mrs.
Scrubbers. Oh ! 'ere's a bus my dear." Tucking up
their skirts and headed by Mrs. Smithers brandishing
her old gamp the party trotted along the pavement,
whilst Mrs. Smithers yelled :—
" H i ! H i ! H i ! conductor! Does your b u s s t o p
awtside 'arrods ?" The conductor looked at her and
winked his eye and then answered :
" Y u s muvver—they won't let u s t a k e i t inside i n
case we knocks over the tea tables. Now then—'old
tight—dingadingding—orf we go again."
Mrs. Smithers had hardly got inside the bus when
a sudden jerk of the vehicle planted her into the lap
of a fiery old General, evidently on his way to the War
Office.
" Br
Br
D
m"
he
yelled. " Why!
woman, get off my lap at once : never during the
whole course of my distinguished military career have
I ever experienced such outrageous conduct on the
part of a female. What ever do you mean by it ?"
" My word," interjected Mrs. Scrubbers. " Aint
'e nasty. I know what it is Mrs. Smiwers: yer're
too 'eavy; praps 'e'd find my little Jimmy lighter
than you, my dear."
" Oh, 'ees only a bit liverish as they says " replied
Mrs. Smithers. " Why! my old man 'as enough
medals to make 'im a suit of armour, and 'e don't talk
about distinguished careers Me, fancy talking to
me—a woman thats seen red coats change to khaki—
gallon pewters wiv two 'andles become 'alf pint glasses
and a man's daily pay jump from eightpence to three
blinking bob—well, I asks yer. If I 'ad been thirty
years younger as I used to be, I bet he'd 'ave clung to
me like Portland cement to a brick my dear."
" All fares please," came the stern command of the
conductor. As it was the turn of Mrs. Scrubbers to
find the needful, she at once perused the fare board
and politely requested to be served with two full ones
and a half a one for Harrods. This high flown
vocabulary did not appeal to Mrs. Smithers, as it was
considered out of place and put on, so she at once came
out with a " Two an' a 'alf she means, Mr. Busman,
only she's up from the country and don't understand."
" How old are yer ?" enquired the conductor
of little J immy who was stuck up in the corner
counting the tickets he had picked up off the floor.
" Well I don't know very much " came the reply.
" Muvver says I'm eleven when I rides in a bus or
train, but when I go for farver's bacca or beer she says
I ' m sixteen. Ow 'old d o you fink I a m ? "
The answer caused Mrs Scrubbers to make a nasty
side dig with her elbow at little Jimmy, who,
anticipating something would happen, jumped up,
with the result that Mrs. Smithers stopped it right in
the bread basket which immediately led to hot words.
" Now then lydies: no scrapping in this bus,
bawled the man with the tickets. Tuppence each if
yer please or a sum of sixpence."
As the bus passed Trafalgar Square, Mrs. Smithers
pointed to the statue of Nelson and imparted to Mrs.
Scrubbers much learned information. " Yes, my
dear, I read in the papers where they wash 'im every
year."
" Lummie !" spoke little Jimmy. " Aint 'e lucky."
" Shut up yer little wretch " shouted his mother.
" Yes, my dear" continued Mrs. Smithers. " And
that there statue is George Washington, whom they
says never told a lie."
" Umph ! " again interjected little Jimmy. " I
bets 'e was dumb."
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Eventually the bus arrived at its destination
and the party alighted outside the door of the great
store. A man near by, holding a bundle of newspapers,
was yelling at the top of his voice " Four 'orses
scratched at Lincoln pamer."
" Ow 'orrible " said Mrs Scrubbers. " I reckons
that there society for them animal complaints ought
to take the matter up."
" I agrees wiv yer my dear" answered Mrs.
Smithers. " I 'eard a man just say that because they
were scratched the poor things can't even run. Wicked
cruelty I calls it."
After a saunter through the various departments,
where several hats and gowns were inspected and never
purchased; where joy rides up and down the lifts
amused little Jimmy and being escorted all over the
place with a " This way madam " certainly gave our
friends a dignified air of importance and a false
impression of surroundings. When one lift attendant
attired in an elaborate frock coat with large brass
buttons opened the door, Mrs. Smithers swore it Was
nothing less than a Colonel, and in acknowledgement
kept on saying " Thank you sir, thank you sir " whilst
Mrs Scrubbers would curtsy in the good old country
fashion.
Outside the building Mrs. Smithers hailed another
bus, and asked the conductor if he was full inside.
" No ma'am ' " came the reply. " I aint 'ad anyfink
to eat since breakfast. Where do yer want to go to ?"
" Oh we wants to take little Jimmy to the Zoo."
" Well, for gawds sake don't. Yet'll never
come awt again.
J S.
(Continued in February next).

Services Sports Diary.
Dear Sir,
I have been asked by Major Hartley, the Secretary
of the Army Sport Central Board, to circulate the
attached brief review of the Services Sports Diary for
1927 as widely as possible.
This Diary is printed by the Navy, Army and Air
Force Institutes for the Sport Central Board, and will
be placed on sale at all the Corporation's establishments
about the end of this month.
I am forwarding you a complimentary copy of the
Diary under separate cover as soon as it is ready and
will be greatly obliged if in the meantime you can find
space for this short review in The Dragon.
Yours faithfully,
C. FRASER.
*

*

*

4c

A Review.
We are in receipt of the 1927 edition of this already
very popular publication, which has been slightly
reduced in size to make it more convenient for the
pocket.
The book contains, as previously, dates of the
principal Service and other Sporting events, as well as
the records, general information and tables to be found
in the ordinary diary.
New features, which will be both interesting and
instructive to readers, may be summarized :—
(1) Calendar for four years (1926/29) instead of three
years.
(2) Dimensions of Sports Grounds, Courts, Gear, etc.
(3) Winners for the past five years of Amateur and
Open Championships, and the County Cricket
Championship Table, for 1926.
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" A perfect Sports Diary" and " A wonderful
production that no service man can afford to be
without " are extracts from the excellent reviews that
the 1926 edition was accorded by the London Press.
The Diary is obtainable from :—
Messrs. Alfred Havs Box Offices, 26 Old Bond
Street, W.l., and 74 Cornhill, E.C.3.
By Members of His Majesty's Forces, in addition to the
above, from any N.A.A.F. Institute, or Head
quarters, N.A.A.F.I., Imperial Court, Kennington,
S.W. 11.
Prices :—
s. d.
Bound in blue leather, with pocket and
pencil
...
...
...
...
... 2 6
Bound in cloth, without pocket and pencil ... 1 6
(Postage extra).

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
GENERAL LIST.

Col. Hon. Brig.Gen.) R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O.,
having attained the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to
the Reserve of Officers (Nov. 3rd).
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Lt. E. G. Chambers, from Acti ve List, to be Lt. (Oct* 23rd).
Lt. G. D. Bacon, M.C., to be Capt., with precedence as from Tan.
13th, 1924, next below Capt. D. V. Coote (Oct. 13th).

The 2nd Battalion.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6278950 L/Sgt. A. Petley, "H.Q.," promoted Sergeant, 231026
vice 6279731 Dennett, discharged.
6278679 Cpl. H. Tomlin, "P," appointed Paid LanceSergeant,
231026 vice 6278950 Petley promoted.
6282902 Pte. F. Bowyer, "A," appointed unpaid LanceCorporal,
5—11—26.
ARMY RESERVE.

6280046 Pte. F. Mackey, "H.Q.,'' transferred to Army Reserve,
71026 under K.R.'s 362 (iia).
6280206 L/c. A. Jewell, "D," transferred to Army Reserve on
111126 under K.R.'s para. 362 (2) (a).
MOVE.

6281726 Pte. J. Dodson, "H.Q.,'" proceeded to Catterick, 18—10—26
to join Depot, Battaiion R.C. of Signals on tranfser.
6281726 Pte. J. Dodson, "H.Q.," transferred to the Royal Corps of
Sigs. under K.R.'s para. 290 (ii), 181026.
STRENGTHINCREASE.
6281713 Cpl. G. Gillett, joined Battalion from Regimental Depot.
19—1026, posted to "B" Company.

7256139 Pte. A. Baldwin, joined Battalion from Regimental Depot,
291026, posted to "A" Company.
6279905 L/Cpl. G. Sayer (1st Bn. The Buffs), taken on strength of
Battalion, w.e.f. 9—10—26. Attached to A.V.T. Centre, Hounslow for
Course. Posted to "B" Company.
STRENGTHDECREASE.

6279245 Pte. B. Cook, "D," posted to Regimental Depot from
A.V.T. Centre, Hounslow, 121026.
6279308 Sgt. (O.R.C.) H. Shorter, "H.Q.," and 6279083 Cpl. F.
Towerzey, "A," posted to Regimental Depot, 41126.
The undermentioned of Companies as shown, embarked at South
ampton per H.T. Nevasa on 12—11—26 and struck off strength of
battalion w.e.f. thatd a t e 
"A" COMPANY.

6283114 Pte. T. Allen, 6282951 Pte. J. Anderson, 6279244 Pte.
F. Bean, 2208513 Pte. P. Bell, 6282342 Pte. S. Blanchard, 6282593
Pte. A. Dighton, 6282032 Pte. A. Hoyle, 6282962 Pte. T. Hodgson,
6282039 Pte. E. Kelsey, 6282765 Pte. T. Mann, 6282829 Pte. J. Massam,
6282599 Pte. F. Maunders, 6282064 Pte. G. Mitchell, 6282852 Pte.
O. Stupple, 6282456 Pte. A. Farmer.
"B" COMPANY.

6282905 Pte. R. Andrews, 4442676 Pte. J. Bell, 6282983 Pte. G.
Bottle, 6282748 Pte. T. Brand 6282974 Pte. J. Bullimore, 6282615
Pte. G. Bunclark, 6079471 Pte. C. Chappell, 6282949 Pte. A. Clifton,
6282952 Pte. T. Comb, 6282984 Pte. L Cooper, 6282968 Pte. A. Corless,
6282947 Pte. J. Elliott, 6280828 Cpl. J. Godfrey, 2210099 Pte. W.
Groves, 6282746 Pte. J. Harwood, 6282069 Pte. W. Hook, 6282326
Pte. P. Jenner, 6282319 Pte. T. Sell, 6282987 Pte. J. Taylor, 6282973
Pte. S: Tritton, 6282508 Pte. R. Webb, 6282901 Pte. A. Whitehead,
6282009 Pte. E. Woodhatch.
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m o282773SPte. H. Atkins, 6282177 Pte. W. Baker, 6282772 Pte. W.
Blissett, 6282288 Pte. A. Cartwright, 6280879 Pte. C. Cox, 6283087
Pte. A. Curtis, 6282089 Pte. E Butler, 6282780 Pte. J. Hodges,"6282908
Pte. J. Marshall, 6282823 Pte. J. Mcintosh, 6282756 Pte. J. Mitchell,
6282425 Pte. F. Munday, 6282323 Pte. C. Pilcher, 6282959 Pte. G. Pine,
6283080 Pte. R. Rose, 6283075 Pte. W. Snell, 6281923 Pte. G. Stokes,
6281875 Pte. H. Trebell, 6282554 Pte. C. Warren, 6595901 Pte. S.
Welfare, 6282796 Pte. C. Woolf.
"D" COMPANY.

1665157 Pte. G. Batstone, 6338520 Pte. A. Birch, 6338046 Pte. T.
Birch. 6282344. L/c. F. Button, 6282663 Pte. G. Campbell, 6282511
Pte. A. Clifton, 6282821 Pte. L. Cooper, 6282052 Pte. R. Farrell,
6283100 Pte. E. Hirrell, 6282768 Pte. A. Hill, 6281763 Pte. A.
Humphreys, 6282934 Pte. R. Johnson, 6282693 Pte. A. Jones, 6282708
L/c. F. Kewell, 4797277 Pte. R. King, 6282203 Pte. H. King, 6282702
Pte. F. Loggett, 6281855 Pte. J. Lord, 6281868 Pte. A. McMullen,
6278666 Cpl. J.Miles, 6282794 Pte. W. Morgan, 6281812 Pte. E. Murphy,
6282736 Pte. F. Newbury, 6281864 Pte. H. Phillips, 6281834 Pte. J.
Prior, 6281522 L/c. C. Webb, 6282275 Pte. A. Wraight, 753819 Pte. L.
Ashdown, 6282416 Pte. W. Barden, 6282296 Pte. J. French, 5612242
Pte. R. Glanfield, 6283177 Boy R. Hill, 766349 Boy R. Lee, 6282415
Pte. F. Lavender, 6282100 Pte. A. Miles, 6282007 Pte. J. Penfold,
6282707 Pte. J. Pooley, 6283171 Boy J. Reynolds, 6283167 Boy C.
West.
EMBARKATION.

6281896 Pte. A. Harmer, attd. "B," embarked at Southampton per
H.T. Nevasa on 121126 to rejoin 1st Battalion The Buffs.
7256139 Pte. A. Baldwin, "A," embarked at Southampton per
H.T. Nevasa on 111126 on route to join 1st Battalion The Buffs.
6278341 Sgt. W. Beasley, "B" and 5943490 Pte. A. Gentle, "B,"
accompanied by families, embarked at Southampton per H.T. Nevasa
on 111126 to join 1st Battalion The Buffs.
DISCHARGE.

6282190 Dmr. J. Beardmore, "H.Q.," discharged under K.R.'s
363 (xvi) (a) on 191026.
6279731 Sgt. A. Bennett, "D," discharged under K.R.'s 363 (xxi)
on 221026.
6699799 Pte. T. Litton, "C," discharged under K.R.'s 363 (xvi)
(a) on 251026.
6282741 Pte. S. Upton, "A," discharged under K.R. s 363 (xvin)
251026.
6282284 Pte. S. Hallifax, "H.Q.," discharged on 11126 under
K.R.'s 363 (x).
„ n
6282990 Pte. A. Macdonald, "B," discharged on 111126 under
K.R.'s, para. 363 (x).
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.

6278060 Bd.Mr. C. B. Hewitt, "H.Q.," permitted to continue in
the Service beyond 21 years for a further undefined period from 1—11—
26.
6278084 Sgt. P. Barton, attd. "C," and 6448976 Sgt. W. Briggs,
attd. "B," permitted to continue in the Service until 28327.
6279905 L/c. G. Sayer, "B," permitted to extend his Service until
28327.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
_
Pte. F. Heathfield, 151026; Pte. J. Tyson, 111026; Pte. E.
Campbell, 131026; Pte. D. Williams, 131026 ; Pte. W. Cane,
141026; Pte. J. Quinn, 131026; Pte. F. Waite, 151026;
Pte. E. Nolan, 151026 ; Pte. J. Taggart, 141026 ; Pte. G. Farrar,
141026; Pte. J. Arnold, 151026; Pte. F. Jestico, 181026;
Pte. W. McBride, 161026; Pte. C. Felee, 161026 ; Pte. G.
Phillips, 151026; Pte. A. Rastrick, 181026; Pte. A. Wilshin,
191026 ; Pte. A. Fitzwater, 191026 ; Pte. E. Wilson, 181026 ;
Pte. J. Chandler, 181026 ; Pte. A. Hudson, 181026; Pte. X.
Cathrae, 181026 ; Pte. A. Phillips, 211026 ; Pte. A. Care, 2210
26; Pte. E. Woodard, 201026; Pte. R. Woodard, 201026;
Pte. N. Stiff, 191026 ; Pte. G. Vice, 211026 ; Pte. H. Pitkin,
211026; Pte. W. Hare, 201026; Pte. H. Surridge, 191026;
Pte. G. Taylor, 211026; Pte. P. Lingham, 221026; Pte. G.
Taylor, 211026; Pte. E Hawkins, 221026; Pte. T. Avery,
251026; Pte. W. Woollard, 231026 ; Pte. A. Masikonis, 2510
26; Pte. F. George, 261026 ; Pte. A. Everest, 271026 ; Pte. T.
Girdlestone, 261026 ; Pte. T. Woodgate, 201026 ; Pte. F. Frost,
231026; Pte. R. Edwards, 11126.
ARMY RESERVE.

Transferred to Army Reserve under para :—362 (i) K.R.:—
6278629 L/c. V. Lee, 221026 ; 6278694 Pte. G. Marriott, 2710
26; 6279912 Pte. R. Quelch, 291026; 6279904 Dr. W. Castle,
311026; 6279981 Pte. P. Cozens, 311026 ; 6279906 Cpl. C.
Hills, 21126 ; 6279892 Pte. E Hogbin, 21126 ; 6279925 Pte. T.
Fasham, 31126 ; 6279907 L/c. L. Parsons, 31126; 6279897 Pte.
H. Briggs, 41126; 6279898 Pte. F. Martimer, 41126; 6279908
Pte. A. Dunk, 6279909 Pte. P. White, and 6279924 Pte. A. Todd,
61126; 6279730 Pte. P. Hazell, 121126; 6279913 Pte. T.
Perkins, 131126.
DISCHARGES.

6283156 Pte. R. Lawrence, discharged under para. 363 (xi), K.R.,
221026.

6281747 Pte. E. Wiggins, discharged under para. 363 (viii), K.R.
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.

6280325 Pte. R. Wise/ permitted to continue in the service for a
further period of one year, 6926.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
.on the strength and posted to companies as shown :—
731995 Pte. E. Avery, "A" (M), 29926 ; 6283316 Pte. A. Owen,
"A" (M), 27926; 6283319 Pte. E. Pilgrim, "A" (R), 27926;
6283318 Pte. H. Rogers, "B" (Ch), 17826 ; 6283317 Pte. R. Turner,
"A" (M), 20926 ; 6283320 Pte. S. Gardner, "A" (M), 510 26.
REENGAGEMENTS.

Reengaged for one year w/e from dates shown :—
6281825 Pte. F. Ball, "B," 11126; 6281987 Pte. A. Dengate,
"B," 51226; 6281719 Pte. G. Hadler, "B," 11926 ; 6280673
Pte. C. Perkins, "B," 151126 ; 6280674 Cpl. A. Phillips, "D," 1911
26 ; 6280707 C.Q.M.S. B. Wisdom, "D," 181026; 6280805 Pte. J.
Baker, "D," 241126; 6281797 Pte. S. Goldsack, "D," 211026;
Reengaged for four years
5820200 Sgt. S. Marshall, "A," and 6281860 L/c. W. Thundow,
"A," 171126.
DISCHARGES.

Discharged on Termination of Engagement w/e from dates shown:
6281768 Pte. H. Berry, "B" (S), 111026; 6280514 Cpl. F.
Butcher, "B" (C), 141026; 6280611 L/c. E. Castle, "B" (W),
2610*26; 6280614 Pte. T. Castle, "B" (W), 261026; 6281769
L/c. G. Dane, "B" (S), 111026.; 6281770 Pte. E. Fosbracy, "B
(S), 111026; 6281767 Pte. A. Harris, "B" (S), 111026; 0281718
Pte. J. Holden, "B" (W), 10926; 6281771 Pte. W. Hook, B
(W), 91026 ; 6281801 Pte. H. Pierce, "A" (M), 171026 ; 6281764
Pte. E. Twyman, "A" (M), 61026.; 6446604 Pte. I. Baglan, "D
(D), 161026 ; 6280587 Pte. E. Barker, "D" (D), 171026 ; 2307117
L/s. A. Douch, "D" (D), 241026; 6281774 Pte. A. Ilos, "D' (F),
81026; 6281796 Pte. C. Neale, "D" (F), 201026; 6281798 Pte.
C. Rolfe, "D" (F), 261026; 6281773 Pte. T. Williams, "D (F),
81026.
6283008 Pte. S. Dawton, "B" (S), discharged, having joined Reg.
Army, R. Regt. of Artillery, 211026.
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