No. 1.

JUNE, 1920.

trbc

SDragon

A PAPER
OF THE
MEN OF

FOR MEN
BUFFS, AND
KENT.

THE BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).
"Deteri jfron&cscit Ibonorc."
"Blenheim," " Ramillies," "Oudenarde," " Malplaquet," " Dettingen, " Guadaloupe, 1759," " Douro,'
"Talavera," "Albuhera," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nivelle," "Nive" "Orthes," "Toulouse,'
"Peninsula,"
" Punniar,"
"Sevastopol,"
"Taku Forts,"
"South Africa, 1879,"
"Chitral,'
"South Africa, 19002," "Relief of Kimberley," " Paardeburg."
1st Battalion \ 3rd Foot / Fermoy,
3rd Bn.—Canterbury. Record Office—Hounslow.
2nd Battalion/
I Multan.
Territorial Force Battalions—4th Bn., Canterbury:
Depot—Canterbury.
5th Bn. Ashford.
ColonelinChief: His Majesty King Christian X. of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B G.C.V.O.
Hon. Colonel: Gen. Rt. Hon. Sir A. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O.

CONTENTS.
Editorial Notes ...
1st Battalion Notes and News
Amusements ...
Boxing
Football Hockey, CrossCountry Running
Gazette
" A " Company Notes and News
" B " Company Notes and News
" C " Company Notes and News
" D " Company Notes and News
Sergeants' Mess Notes

PAGE

3
4
4
6
6
8
9
10

12

Ebttorial Botes.
There is a timehonoured and wellknown
saying which remarks that " the pen is mightier
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and some stronger weapon was iccessary to
teach manners to the northern hordes across
the water.
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Wherefore it happened that the children of
the Dragon followed the advice of General
Stonewall Jackson to the Cadets at Lexington
in i860 ; they " drew their swords and threw
away the scabbards." One officer, indeed, fol
lowed this precept so literally that it is related
he, in his ardour to stick a Boche, stuck his
own foot.
The sword, therefore, was discarded, and the
bayonet drawn in its stead.
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By this preamble it is intended to convey one long tale of success, but we are sure this
that this paper ceased to be published on the was only obtained by hard work and vigorous
outbreak of the aforesaid hostilities, and it is training. We must especially congratulate
only now, after eighteen months' nominal peace, Lieut. L. M. S. Essell, the leader of the team,
that the old Dragon feels himself in a position on bringing them to such a high pitch and
to again take up the pen and record the adven gaining such laurels for the 1st Battalion.
tures and experiences of the Regiment in its
*
$
*
various battalions.
We offer our sincerest condolences to Mrs.
We must not forget to mention, however,
that our esteemed contemporary, THE WAR iThorn Drury on the loss of her son, Lieut.
DRAGON, carried on for some time the task of Thorn Drury. An obituary notice appears
elsewhere in these pages.
disseminating the news of the Regiment.


*

*

But let us here remark, without further ado,
that, however willing the Dragon himself may
be to record the Regiment's experiences, he
cannot do so without two important factors,
viz., Subscriptions and Contributions—Sub
scriptions in cash, Contributions in matters of
interest. These two factors form the sinews of
every publication, and without them no paper
could exist. We feel sure that the first of these
will be forthcoming easily enough, but the
second will be the difficulty, especially as time
goes on. Therefore let your pens run freely,
all ye who are scribes and possess any talent for
description or ability for drawing. Send up
your copy to this office. There is much room
in this paper, and the wastepaper basket is
still quite empty ! It is requested that all MS.
or sketches be sent in before the 15th of each
month, in order that this paper may appear
punctually. Sketches should be done in Indian
ink.
The terms of subscription will be found at the
end of this issue."
*

*

*

We offer our heartiest congratulations to the
following officer and N.C.Os. on being recently
married : Lieut. N. G. Wale, Sergt. Osmotherly,
and Cpl. Holding.
*

*

*

Heartiest congratulations to all those who did
so well for the 1st Battalion in crosscountry
running. This year's record of this sport is



*

*

Our sincerest sympathy is offered to Sergt.
Truby on the very sad loss that he has suffered.
*

*

*

We are particularly sorry to have lost the
following officers who have retired :—Capt. W.
Stone, Capt. W. Birrell, Capt. E. Carter, M.C.,
and Capt. H. Mantle. These officers joined
the Regiment about thirty years ago as boys,
and obtained their commissions soon after
the commencement of the late war. We feel
that with their retirement we have lost valu
able links with the past. May they have
the best of luck in their new occupations ! We
hope to publish a record of their services in our
next issue.
*

*

*

We hear that Lieut. D. Lister, M.C., has won
the AllIndia Middleweight Boxing Competition,
and Lce.Cpl. Beal the AllIndia Featherweight
Competition. Pte. Smith was awarded the
" pluckiest loser's " prize. We wish them the
heartiest congratulations on their most excellent
performances. Heartiest congratulations to Pte.
Lewis, of the 1st Battalion, on winning the
AllEngland Intermediate (under 23) Light
weight Amateur Boxing Championship at
Aldershot recently. Pte. Lewis had just pre
viously won the Kent Amateur Boxing Cham
pionship for the third year in succession.
*

*

*

When Cupid hits the mark, he generally
Mrs. it.
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First Battalion Notes and News.
Early in September, 1919, the cadre of the
1st Battalion left its cosy quarters at the Depot,
Canterbury, and proceeded to Cork. The 3rd
(Reserve) Battalion was then absorbed in the
1st Battalion.
After being at Cork about a week the Bat
talion was ordered to Fermoy, where they had
been stationed before the war. The move was
carried out by road, one company marching
each day and camping the night at Watergrass
Hill.
By a curious coincidence the Regiment
marched into Fermoy exactly six years after
they had marched in when taking over the
station in 1913.
The Battalion soon settled down in its new
quarters, and the Battalion Football League
and other games started.
An account of these events is given elsewhere.
A good deal of hunting has been done by some
of the officers during the season with the United
and the Duhallow. Next year, however, it
is hoped that a great many more will take part.
Those who have not done so this year cannot
have realized what a grand sport it is, and how
much keen enjoyment is obtained in the exercise
of this King of Sports.

On March 10th Lieut. C. H. Reay rode his
mare " Brenda " in the Lightweight Red Coat
Race at the U.H.C. pointtopoint races at
Coolgreen. The course, which was about four
miles, was a very difficult one, and the going
heavy. He is to be congratulated in obtaining
fourth place in his first
race. Next year
" Bunda " should be a horse worth backing.
On March 30th Lieut. R. Tuke rode Col.
McDouall's horse " Nugget " in the heavy
weight race at the Duhallow pointtopoint
races held at Kildorrery. The going was good
all the way round, and " Nugget " would un
doubtedly have been an easy winner if the rider
had not lost his stirrup over a bank. As it was,
" Nugget " finished fourth. This horse should
do well next time.
We were all very sorry to see the backs of
Capt. E. Hudson Allen, Capt. H. Allen, and
Lieut. P. R. H. Fox, who have departed on a
tour of duty in West Africa. Our best wishes
go with them.
Our best wishes go with the following officers
who have resigned :—Capt. Stone, Capt. Carter,
M.C., Lieut. Scott, Lieut. Milles, M.C., Lieut.
Page, Lieut. Powell, and Lieut. Adamson.
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AMUSEMENTS.
A concert was held in the Gymnasium on
April 5th, which proved to be a formidable
rival of the " Gadabouts," etc. Mr. Brown was
very successful with his " Regimental Alpha
bet," and had to sing it twice. Capt. Millar,
at the piano, was a great success. Our old
friend and Quartermaster rendered a song which
showed us the dreadful dangers buglers used to
run. Mr. Powell made several of us think rather
seriously on the evils of drink. Cpl. Amos gave
a striking example of his admirable stamina.
Mr. Allom, with songs and a few steps, also
delighted the audience. The officers of " B "
Company provided delightful jazz music, which
impelled several of the audience to indulge in
terpsichorean movements. Last, but decidedly
not least, our " good old band " played excel
lently as usual.
We hope that we will have a good many more
of these " smokers," and we would like to see
more of the men taking part.
All ranks appear to be fairly hard hit with the
dancing craze,,and full many a man has been
observed at an early hour returning from his
pleasant escort duty. The officers ran a series
of afternoon dances in their Mess on alternate
Saturdays that were greatly appreciated by
all who attended them.
1
Several ladies of the Regiment, assisted by
one or two officers, have run very successful
dances in the New Cinema Hall, Mrs. Thom
son's masked fancy dress ball being a particu
larly enjoyable affair.
The sergeants have run several dances in the
Gymnasium and their Mess, and every week
manage a practice dance which is greatly appre
ciated.
The corporals have also given a very good
show in the Gymnasium.
Probably the Band's two days' dance in the
N.A.C.B. just after Christmas was one of the
best held in the barracks, and reflects great
credit on the way the bandsmen worked to get
the floor in order.
Practice dances are held in the Gymnasium
every week for all ranks, and although the
youth and beauty of Munster do not attend in
great numbers, considerable enjoyment is
obtained.

BOXING.
FERMOY BRIGADE INTERUNIT BOXING
COMPETITION.
On January 27th28th the InterUnit (under
twenty) Brigade Competition took place. The
Buffs won the competition comfortably. The
following represented the Regiment:—
2ndLieut. L. S. Symons.—Unopposed.
Bandsman Butler (10 st. 7 lb.).—Bandsman
Butler fought Lee.Cpl. Smith, 1st Battalion
Northants Regt. This was a hardfought and
clean fight, Lce.Cpl. Smith doing a good deal
of body work. Butler steadied his man with
a straight left, and, bringing a right hook to
the point, Lce.Cpl. Smith was sent to the boards,
time saving him. In the second round a good
uppercut by Butler sent Lce.Cpl. Smith down
again, this time for the full count.
Ptes. Ames and Overton (9st. 9 lb.).—These two
were unlucky in drawing against each other.
Overton stood three inches taller than Ames,
and made good use of his reach, winning by a
knockout in one round. Pte. Ames took a
lot of punishment, and was a good loser.
Pte. Tunnadine (9 st.)—Fought Driver Hunt,
87th Battery R.F.A., who was much too good
for him and won comfortably.
Pte. Petford (9 st.).—Fought Hunt, 87th Bat
tery, R.F.A. An excellent fight, Hunt win
ning on points. Pte. Petford should have
forced the fighting more.
Pte. Fowles (8 st. 6 lb.).—Fought Pte. Field,
1st Northants Regt., and won comfortably.
Pte. Fowles was much the quicker on his feet,
and used a good left.
Pte. Watts (8 st. 6 lb.).—Fought Pte. Spencer,
and won after a good and hard fight. Watts
will, if he puts his mind to it, make a good
boxer. Owing to his weight he was disqualified.
from the competition.
Pte. Collins (8 st.). — Fought Pte. Hope,
1st Battalion Northants Regt. This was a very
hard fight, Hope winning by a very narrow
margin.
Boy Fearon.—Fought Boy Smith, 2nd Bat
talion Yorks Regt., and won after a good, clean
fight. Fearon was quicker with his left, and
used*his right to advantage.
Fearon.—Fought Boy James, 1st Northants
Regt. Fearon won his fight fairly easily. He
was a good deal better than his opponent.
SPECIAL FIGHT.

Pte. Malone. — Fought Bdr. Bason, 42nd
Battery, R.F.A. This was a short fight.
Malone uppercut his man early in the first
round, Bason taking the count.
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THE BUFFS v. ROYAL WELCH FUSILIERS.
At Limerick, on February 15th, The Buffs
fought the Royal Welch Fusiliers. Result,
a draw: six fights all. Following represented
the Regiment:—
zndLieut. L. Symons (9 st. 9 lb.).—Had an
exhibition three rounds with Capt. Noel. Capt.
Noel was half a stone the heavier, and has a
good left. Lieut. Symons was quicker on his
feet, and succeeded in holding his own.
Pte. Davis (n st. 6 lb.).—Fought Lce.Cpl.
Da vies. A rather " slow " fight—each seemed
afraid of the other ; but in the last round Davis
got going and jabbed his left into Lce.Cpl.
Da vies* face and won.
Pte. Overton (10 st. 7 lb.).—Fought Jones
Overton failed to make use of his reach and did
not lead, thus losing what appeared to be a
certain win.
Pte. Tunnadine (9 st. 9 lb.).—Fought Wil
liamson. Tunnadine swung a lot, often missing
badly. Williamson used a good left and won
comfortably.
Pte. Petford (9 st. 9 lb.),^Fought Knott.
Petford was much too good for Knott, scoring
with good left and right hooks, eventually
winning in the second round.
Pte. Watts (9 st.).—Fought Williams. This
was a splendid fight. Watts was down twice
in the second round, but fought on with deter
mination, scoring heavily in the third round.
In the fourth round Watts pulled ahead, and
won a great fight against a much taller man than
himself.
Pte. Ames (9 st. 9 lb.).—Fought Pte. Evans.
Ames won easily by a knockout in the second
round. Ames boxed better than usual.
Pte. Norris (8 st. 6 lb.).—Fought Pte. Lloyd.
Norris was much smaller, and fought pluckily.
Lloyd had a really nice left, and used it to ad
vantage, thus winning.
Pte. Collins (8 st.).—Fought Pte. George. A
hard fight, Collins taking a lot of punishment ;
but though he tried, he was unable to pull up
and win.
Boy Fearon.—Fought Boy Smith. A hard
fight of four rounds. It was a very even fight,
both boys getting some nice lefts to the body,
Boy Smith eventually winning.
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to enter a full.team. We, however, had more
winners than anyone else, and finished up
second. Following represented the Regiment:
zndLieut. W. G. Cass (11 st. 61b.).—Fought
Lieut. Hardy, 2nd Brigade R.F.A. In the first
two rounds Lieut. Hardy had slightly the better
of things ; in the third Lieut. Cass landed a
right halfarm jab on the body and a right
swing to the point, Lieut. Hardy taking a
count of eight. A few seconds later he received
another right swing, and took the full count.
zndLieut. W. G. Cass and zndLieut. Wolfe.—
A good hard fight. Lieut. Wolfe had the best
in the opening round, landing some good upper
cuts. Lieut. Wolfe started the second round
well, but received a right halfarm jab to the
heart and was unable to continue.
Lieut. Symons (10 st. 7 lb.).—Fought 2nd
Lieut. Byrne, R.F.A. Lieut. Symons won his
fight in half a minute.
 Lce.Cpl. Revington (12 st. 6 lb.).—Fought
Lce.Cpl. Rilley, 1st Lincolnshire Regt. Lce.
Cpl. Rilley did all the leading, and won by a
short lead.
Pte. Malone (n st. 6 lb.).—Fought Lce.Cpl.
Rennee, 1st Lincolnshire Regt. Malone led
straight away and punished his man severely;
a few seconds later Malone uppercut his man
and knocked him out.
Pte. Lewis (10 st. 7 lb.).—Fought Pte. Tingle.
A good fight. Lewis, follows his man up well,
but should lead more. Lewis won. Lewis hurt
his hand, and was unable to fight against Cpl.
Pratt, 2nd Yorks.
Pte. Foat (91 st. 9 lb.).—Fought Pte. Hawkins,
1st Lincolnshire Regt. Foat was lucky to win.
He must learn to keep his mouth closed and to
hit straight. Lce.Cpl. Healy, 2nd Yorks, beat
Foat. Foat was plucky.
Pte. Tomlin (8 st. 6 lb.).—Fought Tptr. Searle,
R.F.A. A very good, clean, and hard fight.
Searle has a good style and a good left, which
often found Tomlin's head. Tomlin is in
clined to drop his guard, but he fought a good
fight.
Pte. Collins (8 st.).—If Collins had turned up,
we might have won the competition ; instead
we are second.
The Oxford and Bucks scratched against us.

FERMOY BRIGADE (ALL AGES).
Owing to the Indian draft, we lost Pies.
Petford and Fowles. Pte. Watts was on leave,
Lieut. Reay and Bandsman Butler were ill ;
thus we were heavily handicapped, and failed

On January 21st we held a Novices' Com
petition. The entries were good, numbering 63.
Ptes. Watts and Overton and Boys Fearon
and Silk were the most promising.
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FOOTBALL.
The following is a rough precis of regimental
games as far as can be traced :—
Football started in October, when we drew
with the 53rd Battery R.F.A. on our ground.
We played them again, and drew the second
time. The only other practice match was
against the 2nd Brigade R.F.A. of Moore Park,
who beat us 5—3.
The Brigade Football League started in
November. The result of th§ first round was
that we beat the 1st Battalion Lincolns (5—3),
drew with the 2nd Brigade R.F.A., and were
beaten by the 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regt.
and 1st Battalion Northamptonshire Regt. In
the second round we did no better.
In the Army Challenge Cup we drew a bye
in the first round, but met the 2nd East Lanes
in the second round, January 21st, at Fermoy,
which ended in a win for the East Lanes by
2 goals to nil.
In the Irish Army Challenge Cup we drew
with the Royal Welch Fusiliers, and after a
very good game at Limerick, January 28th, we
were beaten by one goal.
In the InterCompany Football League
matches " D " and " B " Companies proved to
be the best, winning 9 points to " A " Com
pany's 4 and " C " Company's 1 point. " B "
Company proved to be the winners on goal
average. However, in the Harris Shield knock
out matches things were somewhat altered. In
the first round " C " Company beat " B," while
" D" beat " A." The finals took place in
February, when on two occasions " D " and
" C" Companies drew; but on their third
consecutive game " D " Company won, getting
2 points to " C " Company's 1 point.

HOCKEY.
Hockey this season was more successful,than
the football. In the Brigade League our first
opponents were 13th Brigade R.G.A., whom
we drew with on November 29th (no score).
This team afterwards withdrew from the League.
We then beat in succession 2nd Brigade R.F.A.,
Northamptonshire Regt., 2nd Battalion York
shires, and the 1st Battalion Lincolns, and
considered ourselves the winners of the League.
However, the Depot, Leinster Regt., whom the
Brigade had thought to have scratched, came
on the scene and demanded to play in the
League. This was granted, and, ourselves
being the winners, had to' play the Leinster

Depot, with the result that we were beaten
by 2 goals to x.
No intercompany matches have taken place
owing to duties being so heavy, also the state
of the ground.
The following represented the Battalion
against the Depot Leinster Regt. :—
Cpl. Hall (goal) ; Sergt. Hills, Pte. Smith
(backs) ; C.Sergt. Evans, 2ndLieut. Coates,
Lieut. Harrison (halfbacks) ; Lieut. Milles,
Sergt. Denny, Lieut. Reay, Cpl. Collier, Pte.
Perry (forwards).

CROSSCOUNTRY RUNNING.
Crosscountry running has been most success
ful, chiefly owing to the energies of Sergt. Cross
and Sergt. Ravenscroft, also of Sergt.Major
Brown, who trained the team in the Gymnasium.
The Brigade CrossCountry Championship
took place at Fermoy on February 4th. The
day was fine, and there were five teams com
peting over a course of about six miles of fairly
hard country. The result was a decisive win
for The Buffs. The Irish Army Championship
was held on about February 20th at the Curragh.
The course was about seven miles of flat, very
easygoing country, with no obstacles, and The
Buffs found themselves the winners, with the
2nd Battalion King's Shropshire Light Infantry
30 points behind. Sergt. Ravenscroft was our
first man home, getting third place.

1st BATTALION GAZETTE.
Enlisted at Dublin and joined Battalion for duty
(8/1/20) : 13041 Pte. F. G. Port, " A " Company.
Taken on strength and held supernumerary whilst
attached to Army Gymnastic Staff, Aldershot ( 7 / 9 / 1 9 ) :
8984 Q.M.S.I. C. Mills, " A " Company.
Awarded Distinguished Conduct Medal in London
Gazette (30/1/20) : 8205 Sergt. A. Goldfinch, " C " Com
pany.
Posted to Regimental Depot for a tour of duty
(8/1/20): 12076 Sergt. W. Burton, "A" Company;
10510 Cpl. F. Beer, "B" Company; 11466 Cpl. T.
Coleman, " C " Company; 10420 Cpl. H. Morgan,
" D " Company.
Posted to Regimental Depot for a tour of duty
(19/1/20) : 10100 Sergt. F. Pattenden, " C " Company.
Discharged to pension (22/1/20) : 6448 Pte. J. Bates,
" D " Company.
Posted to Depot (9/2/20) : 6731 C.Q.M.S. W. Spear
point, " A " Company.
Proceeded for dispersal (20/2/20) : 13 Sergt. W.
Blatchford, " A " Company ; 8991 Sergt. B. Richard
son, " C " Company.
Attained age of 18 years (9/2/20) : 11042 Bdm. S.
Selway, " C " Company.
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Attained age of 18 years (20/2/20) : 11070 Boy G.
Lewis, " D " Company.
Attained age of 18 years (22/2/20) : 12493 Boy T.
Everett, " D " Company.
Qualified as Assistant Instructor at Army Signal
School, Maresfield (4/12/19) : 10660 Lce.Cpl. F. Sid
well, M.M., " C " Company.
Qualified at a Light Mortar Course, Small Arms
School, Hythe (5/1/20) : 9982 Sergt. E. Long, " D "
Company.
Passed 1st Class at Irish Command School of Mus
ketry (17/2/20) : 12370 Cpl. F. Taylor, " A " Company.
Passed 2nd Class at Irish Command School of Mus
ketry (17/2/20) : 12317 Lce.Cpl. W. Willing, " C"
Company.
Passed Course of Instruction at Irish Command
School of Cookery (20/2/20) : 12491 Pte. A. Potter,
" A " Company ; 11956 Pte. R. Fairbrass, " A " Com
pany ; 11452 Pte. A. Still, " D " Company.
Passed Groundsman's Course at 6th Div. School
(26/2/20) : 12324 Pte. H. Baker, " A " Company.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (23/1/20) : 13023
Pte. R. Osgood, " D " Company.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (29/1/20) : 11455
Pte. J. Bates, " B " Company ; 13025 Pte. R. Butcher,
" B " Company ; 12572 Pte. F. Harris, " B " Company ;
12768 Pte. R. Peebles, " B " Company.
Appointed Pioneer (30/1/20) : 11984 Pte. H. Orborne,
"A" Company; 12421 Pte. G. Davison, "A" Com
pany.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (7/2/20) : 11736
Pte. A. Busby, " C " Company ; 12633 Pte. A. Kerry,
" C " Company.
Appointed ActingCorporal (13/2/20) : 12084 Lce.
Cpl. F. Grainger, " B " Company.
Awarded 2ndClass Certificate of Education on
15/1/20 : 12475 Pte. H. Weeks, " D " Company.
Awarded 2ndClass Certificates of Education on
27/1/20 : 11606 Lce.Cpl. A. Hopkins, " C " Company ;
12303 Pte. J. Coddington, " C " Company ; 12746 Lce.
Cpl. E. Symons, "B" Company; 11652 Lce.Cpl.
C. Hemsley, " C " Company ; 12318 Lce.Cpl. W. Pay
ton, " C " Company ; 12071 Pte. F. Holton, " A " Com
pany ; 11922 Pte. W. Calcutt, " A " Company.
Awarded 3rdClass Certificates of Education on
27/1/20 : 10389 Pte. R. Pryor, " B " Company ; 11428
Pte. H. Barnes, " C " Company ; 13159 Pte. C. Hewitt,
" C " Company ; 12557 Pte. J. Whalley, " C " Com
pany ; 12493 Pte. T. Everett, " D " Company ; 12569
C. Suthers, " D " Company ; 10541 Cpl. R. Holding,
"A" Company; 11510 Lce.Cpl. H. Housden, "C"
Company ; 12270 Lce.Cpl. C. Gordine, " C " Company ;
11028 Lce.Cpl. J. Spendley, " C " Company ; 12102
Dmr. J. Harris, " C " Company ; 12400 Dmr. F. Saw
kins, " D " Company; 11625 Dmr. A. Snelling, " C"
Company; 12655 Dmr. F. Coleman, "C" Company;
12060 Pte. F. Hearn, "A" Company; 12021 Pte. R.
Wickham, " A " Company ; 12014 Pte. F. Mount,
" A " Company ; 12067 Pte. E. Marsh, " A " Company ;
11991 Pte. F. Papworth, "A" Company; 12655 Pte.
L. Simpson, " D " Company.
Awarded 3rdClass Certificate of Education on
12/2/20: 10422 Cpl. A. Griffith, "B" Company;
11202 Lce.Cpl. S. Beale, " B " Company ; 12320 Lce.
Cpl. W. Vanner, " B " Company; 12300 Lce.Cpl. M.
Hawthorne, "C" Company; 12767 Pte. F. Street,
" B " Company ; 11902 Pte. W. Muncey, " B " Com
pany ; 12741 Pte. J. Card, " C " Company ; 13011 Pte.
J. Peacock, "C" Company; 11603 Pte. W. Deveson,
A " Company ; 13053 Boy H. West, " C " Company.
Awarded 2ndClass Certificate of Education : 12319
Lce.Cpl. W. Hamer, " A " Company.
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Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
9682 C.S.M. J. R. MacWalter, D.C.M., M.M.,
" B " Company—Daughter, Winifred Pa
tricia, born at Fermoy, February 2nd, 1920.
Mrs. Winifred Truby, wife of 9154 Sergt. C.
Truby, died at Cork, February 10th, 1920.
10541 Cpl. J. Holding—Married December 28th,
1919.
10511 Cpl. Lendrim—Daughter, Phyllis, born
February 1st, 1920.
9038 Sergt. Dennis—Son, Cyril George, born
January 15th, 1920.
<$>.——«4>
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

If thte N.C.O. of a certain company lost his
detail book accidentally, and if so, did he worry
much ?
If the wearers of the Oak Leaf will measure
the 60 degrees from the inside of the riband,
or guess it ?
Who will get the peas that " B " Company
QuartermasterSergeant planted in Moore Park ?
If Lieut. Wilson's twin terriers miss the tug
ofwar with rats on the barrack square; and
how much cheese had been allowed for the rat
extermination campaign; also why so many
mess orderlies are going sick with indigestion ?
Who proposed the idea of garrisoning the
canteen in case of raid ?
If the editor of the THE DRAGON will profit by
wastepaper salvage, and is it true that he
ordered a supply of wastepaper baskets from
Fermoy ?
What became of the trophy that was captured
in Fermoy—is it in the Mess or in a mess ?
Who proposed selling Jacob's chocolate
biscuits at i|d. each, and when will he have the
first supply ?
Where did a certain sergeant get his prewar
whisky from on Friday night, and did he give
the M/F.Ps. a drop ?
Who told the N.A.C.B. that H2O with milk
and sugar added made a splendid beverage,
and did he mean anything ?
Who was it nailed a shilling on the counter
of a shop in Fermoy, and had he drawn his
gratuity ?
J. B. S.
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"A" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
Many years ago—three hundred and forty
eight, to be exact—certain Trained Bands were
formed in the City of London by the orders of
Queen Elizabeth. These Trained Bands sub
sequently went to fight in Holland, and were
called the Holland Regiment. After a certain
lapse of time this regiment came home again,
and was known as the 3rd Regiment of Foot,
or The Buffs.
Possibly you may ask, ,rWell, what abaht
it ? What has this got to do with " A " Com
pany Notes and News ?"
Pray be patient a little while and you shall
learn why these news are printed, which are
older even than the celebrated death of Queen
Anne.
Merely this—that " A " Company, being the
first company in the Regiment, must be the
oldest; in fact, it is the Foundation Company,
the " Trained Band " company.
If you do not believe it, ye who belong to
other companies, ask SergeantMajor Follett.
He's been with them longest—he knows,
Now it came to pass that in September,
1919, the 1st Battalion The Buffs reformed at
Cork, after having settled, to their own satis
faction and with much glory, a little dispute
across the water with some marauding Huns.
" A " Company again became the Founda
tion Company; but perhaps it would not be
quite correct to call them a " trained band "—
only a training one. In short, " A " Company
was the recruit company, the company from
which the future Napoleons and Sergeant
Majors would spring.
After being a short time in Cork the Regi
ment was ordered to Fermoy, where they had
been stationed before the war.
" A " Company led the way, and marched
the first day to Watergrass Hill, where they
camped for the night. The following day the
march was resumed under a broiling sun. On
crossing the ridge a fine sight met their eager
gaze. But a few miles distant loomed the
stately pile of Corrin, and beyond Corrin was
Fermoy, they learnt.
" Reckon this is a bit of orl right," some
optimist was heard to remark ; " only a couple
of miles, and down hill all the way."
But, alas for his optimism ! the closer they
approached to Corrin, the farther away it
appeared. " Ain't we never going to pass that
blinkin' mountain ?" the same optimist in

quired plaintively, turning pessimist. " This
is a bit of orl right—I don't think !"
At last Corrin came to a halt, and was passed.
The band played the Company into Fermoy,
and the people turned out to welcome the old
Regiment back again.
In October Brevet Lieut.Colonel L. W. Lucas,
D.S.O., M.C., arrived and took over the com
mand of the Company from Capt. G. P. Scott.
A few weeks later we had, with regret, to say
" goodbye " to Capt. Scott on his retirement
from the Service.
On October 17th Lieut. G. L. Powell arrived
and took command of No. 3 Platoon.
During this month also the Battalion Foot
ball League started. " A " Company made a
good start by beating " D " Company, but un
fortunately their success did not go much
farther. Doubtless this was due to the fact
that the Company had not quite found its feet,
and young enthusiasts were too shy to show
what they could do. This must be remedied
next year. " A " Company is going to win,
so look out, you others !
November was full of snow and rumours of
leave, but the leave apparently got lost in the
snow. Anyhow, No. 2 Platoon could tell you
about the snow, for they were firing a musketry
course at Kilworth.
In December a few lucky ones actually did
get away on leave just before Christmas, but
we doubt if they would have gone had they
known what a spread the remainder had on
Christmas Day. Turkeys and plum puddings
are only a few of the luscious 1 dainties that
the tables groaned under. Our thanks are due
to Sergt. Jones for the beautiful and artis
tic way in which the banquetinghall was
decorated.
In January a competition was held on the
miniature range. ( Pte. Willis, No. 3 Platoon,
must be congratulated on winning the com
petition with a very excellent score.
In February 2ndLieut. Cass joined the Com
pany and went to No. 1 Platoon.
In March we were all very sorry to say
" goodbye " to Lieut. H. L. Milles, M.C., re
signed. Lieut. Milles had served since 1917
with the Regiment, and had been the whole
time with " A " Company.
Also we are sorry our numbers have been
much depleted by the departure of the draft
to the 2nd Battalion in India. With their
departure we have lost many useful athletes
who did much for the fame of the Company
during their short sojourn here.
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Everyone is sorry, too, to have lost Sergt.
Blatchford, who has returned to his old job
as a gamekeeper in Devon on completion of
his service. His genial presence is much missed
in the Company.
March seems full of sorrows, for we have also
lost Capt. W. T. Stone. We had come to regard
him as a real cornerstone (pun not intended) of
the Regiment, and he is a considerable loss to
the Company.
Many other events have occurred, but room
does not allow their inclusion in these notes.
Details of games appear elsewhere. Just one
word more : The cricket season will soon be
here. " A " Company must be on top. Let's
see some new blood playing.
Before finally closing these notes we feel that
the members of "A" Company who formed
a most important part of the Battalion running
team should be specially congratulated on con
tributing so much towards the great success of
this team in winning both the Irish Army
Championship and afterwards the Army Cham
pionship at Camberley. Let their names be
set down as a tribute to their prowess and as a
glowing example to posterity—Sergt. Cross,
Lce.Cpl. Bell, Lce.Cpl. Freeman, Bdm.
Meakin.
At the last moment another success has to be
recorded. On Easter Monday a competition
was held on the square to find out which was
the bestturnedout platoon in the Battalion.
Eight men and one corporal from each platoon
competed. After a very searching inspection
by Major R. G. D. GrovesRaines, D.S.O., and
Capt. T. Cook, No. 2 Platoon was declared to
be the winner. Well played, No. 2 Platoon !
Keep it up ! The following represented the
platoon :—Cpl. Hamer, Lce.Cpl. Freeman, Ptes.
Godden, Bennett, Castle, Brookwell, Boorman,
Coshall, and Rippen.
Before we go to press we have just time to
announce another striking success for the Com
pany. On April 10th the Battalion cross
country run took place, starting and finishing
on the racecourse. " A " Company exceeded
the expectations of even the most sanguine and
simply romped home, winning easily with
77 points. The nearest approach was " C"
Company, with 102 points. Lce.Cpl. Bell was
an easy first; Sergt. Cross, that veteran runner,
came in sixth. All who took part in this
remarkable victory deserve the highest com
mendation for putting still another feather in
the cap of the Company. May their victory in
future events be as speedy as their running.
The following ran for the Company :—Lce.Cpl.
Bell, 1st; Pte. Marsh, 3rd; Sergt. Cross, 6th;
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Bdn. Meakin, 9th ; Pte Stead, 12th ; Pte. Watts,
13th; Lce.Cpl. Freeman, 16th; Cpl. Taylor,
17th.
FIRST SCOTSMAN : " I can gie ye a guid pre
scription for your cauld."
SECOND SCOTSMAN : " What is it ?"
FIRST S. : "A wee drap of ' Dewars.' "
SECOND S. : "I can gie ye a better ane."
FIRST S. : " What is it ?"
SECOND S. : "A big drap of ' Dewars.' "
<£

<$> 

"B" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
The Company, under Lieut. Wilson, left Cork
on September 15th, and, after camping the
night at Watergrass Hill, reached the " city "
of Fermoy on the 16th. None fell out on the
way.
We were greeted with " Sure, it is the old
Buffs that were after being here before the
war. Are they not a grand regiment en
toirely ?"
The day after our arrival the Company was
selected for the honour of escorting the colours
from the station.
Capt. Stone assumed command on November
5th, 1919.
During November and December football
was our chief recreation. The Company team
did very well, and, after many exciting matches,
won the InterCompany Football League.
" B " COMPANY FOOTBALL TEAM.—Forwards :
Sergt. Russell, Sergt. Morgan, Cpl. Hall, Pte.
Cooper, Pte. Percy ; Halfbacks : Pte. Corrigan,
Pte. Rice, Pte. Allingham; Backs: Lieut.
Brown, Pte. Butler; Goal: Sergt. Woodward
(" The Boston Kid ").
Capt. Morley took over command on December
1st, 1919.
Christmas was spent in the usual cheery
fashion, and a very good dinner was provided
by the Company cooks, Pte. Cordrai, Pte.
Banks, and Pte. Philpot.
On January 23rd " B " Company moved to
Moore Park on detachment. The weather was
very cold and wet, but we didn't take long to
make ourselves at home. Everyone said " what
a lovely place it would be in the summer."
Before leaving Moore Park we gave two dances
which went down in great style. Ptes. Henry
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and Hughes and the officers' jazz band pro
vided the music. Taffy invited the girls.
Great credit is due to the Company cooks,
Ptes. Cordrai and Banks, for the excellent meals
at Moore Park.
On March 3rd the Company marched back
to Fermoy.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who was the sentry who, when asked his
beat by the Orderly Officer, replied, " Five
rounds " ?
Who was always ringing up "No. 7 Kil
worth " ?
If all the drummers know the regimental
calls ?

"C" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
On September 30th, 1919, a sports meeting
was held at Moore Park in order to choose a
Sports Committee. Capt. Carter took the chair
in his usual shy and meek manner, while
2ndLieut. L. E. S. Allom rather tentatively
took up the secretarial pen. Lieut. Page, on
the chairman's right hand, acted as " echo "
with extraordinary aptitude. A gloom was
spread over the first part of the proceedings by
one officer's celebrated imitation of a man
wearing a nightshirt in the Arctic Regions ;
but after the stove had dispelled this dismal
sight the discussion became fast and furious.
After the members had been soothed and the
honorary secretary had broken three pencils
and lost his penknife and head, it was proposed
that:—
1. Cpl. Hassell should be captain of the
football team.
2. Pte. Molyneaux should be vicecaptain.
3. That next payday each man should pay
is. (fortnight's subscription) to the Sports Com
mittee.
This news was received with mixed feelings,
as it was generally considered that the
honorary secretary would be tempted to put
this money to some base use totally unconnected
with football. However, on the assurance of
?. monthly balance sheet being put up on the
Notice Board, he was permitted to retain his
exalted position and thankless task. After these
base suspicions had been lulled to rest, the
meeting was broken up by the dinner call.
MATCHES.

On October 1st a match was played against
the Southern District School of Technical

Education. " C " Company won by 9 goals
to 1. The team was composed of the follow
ing :—Firth (goal) ; Rust and Padbury (backs) ;
Standing, Lieut. Harper, and Hawthorne
(halves) ; Stredwick, Cpl. Hassell, Molyneaux,
Goldfinch, and Downs (forwards).
Firth, at goal, proved a sufficiently massive
structure to prevent even a tennis ball getting
through the goal; while Rust and Padbury
moved from side to side of the ground so fast
that the ball could hardly help hitting one of
them. Lieut. Harper, at centre half, played
a very commendable game ; his efforts, however,
were spoilt by the erroneous idea that he was
playing Rugger. He came to the forefront,
however, halfway through the game, when he
trotted up the field and politely handed the
ball to the goalkeeper, who returned it with
contempt. Lieut. Harper, stung to the quick
at this ingratitude, kicked the ball over the top
of the goal and then threw himself in a sitting
position. This effort was greeted with ironical
cheers and cries of " Aeroplane." The pathetic
attachment which Stredwick and Downs, the
outsides, showed for the ball brought tears to
the eyes of many; nothing would induce them
to part with it. Beyond this they played very
well, Stredwick scoring a goal. Six of the goals
were scored by Pte. Molyneaux, who played with
his usual dash, the remaining three goals being
scored by Cpl. Hassell, Stredwick, and Gold
finch.
On November 9th a match was played against
" D " Company. During the first half the play
was fairly evenly divided. The first goal was
scored by " D " Company. A short time after
wards Molyneaux, after an heroic dash down the
field, so intimidated the opposing goalkeeper
as to score one for us.
Wellard attempted to imitate this example,
and was successful. During the second half
the team began to think what they were going
to have for tea instead of the match, and lost
another goal, thus bringing the score 2—2.
Everybody played very well in this match, and
there is no criticizing to make.
Shortly after this match the Company came
to Fermoy, and no further records were kept.
But, as far as the exsecretary can glean, four
more important matches were played as
follows :—
Versus " B " Company in first round Harris
Shield. Won (1—o).
13/2/20 : Versus " D " Company in final
Harris Shield. Draw (2—2).
15/2/20 : Replayed. Draw (o—o).
17/2/20 : Replayed. Lost (1—3).
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During our stay at Moore Park we spent a
very pleasant time, many other scratch matches
being played which are not here mentioned.
Boxing and bayonet fighting was started here,
Cpl. Hassell and Goldfinch being the chief advo
cates of the former. A crosscountry practice
run was arranged by Lieut. Hill and 2ndLieut.
Allom, which was chiefly famous for the length
and the frequency of the rests. However, this
was the beginning of a series of crosscountry
runs which were run off before breakfast
instead of the cold early morning parades.
We owe thanks to Lieut. Harper, Lieut. Hill,
Lieut. Richardson, Lieut. Page, and Lieut.
Robertson, C.S.M. Berrall, and C.O.M.S. Man
ning for their help in the various sports, and
also to every man of the Company for his keen
support.
(Another chatty article next month. Order
your copy early !)

Collier, Cpl. Woodward, Ptes. Minns, Rye,
Ritchie, and Shaw.
BOXING.

The following have been included in the
Battalion team :—Lieut. L. S. Symons, Lce.Cpl.
Trice, Ptes. Lewis and Shaw.
CROSSCOUNTRY RUNNING.

Pte. H. Ringe represented " D " Company
in the Battalion team which won the Army
Championship at Aldershot.
MINIATURE SHOOTING.

In the Miniature Shooting Competition, held
on Easter Monday, Ptes. Cross, Robinson, and
Dray won the first, second, and third prizes
respectively. '

"D" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
On February 17th the greater part of the
Company moved to Waterford on detachment.
We all wish the best of luck to Lieut. P. R. H.
Fox, M.C., on his leaving for service in West
Africa, and also to all N.C.Os. and men who have
proceeded to India to join the 2nd Battalion.
FOOTBALL.

The Company have had a fairly successful
season, being second in the Company League
and first in the Football Competition for the
Harris Shield. One notable loss to the team
was Pte. A. Cresswell, whose demobilization
necessitated the rearrangement of the forward
line and the finding of a new centre forward—
an undertaking of some difficulty. In fact, the
losing of first place in the Company League may
be attributed to this cause.
Our detachment at Waterford has played
four matches. The first two were against " B "
Company 51st Sherwood Foresters ; we won
one and lost one, but our goal average was
decidedly superior, although our team, owing to
the splitting up of the Company on detach
ment, was not at its usual strength. We were
successful in both the other matches—one
against the 98th Battery R.F.A. and the other
against a ship in Waterford Harbour (sic).
The following N.C.Os. and men of the Com
pany have played for the Battalion :—Cpl.

The End of the Week
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SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.
INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

Having been requested to write a few notes,
for publication in " THE DRAGON," regarding
interesting events connected with the Sergeants'
Mess (presumably not because we are the most
capable persons for this task, but from other
reasons entirely), we would respectfully request
our readers to take into consideration that we
are pure novices. Therefore anything which
is penned in a crude fashion we trust will be
overlooked.
DANCING.

The war has not left untouched even the
Sergeants' Mess, and there is still much to be
done to renew the peace time standing. Gradu
ally, we are pleased to note, the old system is
being revived. The first Sergeants' Dance was
held in the Gymnasium on November 14th,
1919. It proved a great success, thanks to
ColourSergt. (O.R.S.) Evans, who was M.C.,
and Sergts. Mullen and Morgan. They all
worked hard, and earned the credit due to them.
A second and equally successful dance was
held on New Year's Eve in the Gymnasium.
On both occasions the place was well decorated
with bunting, and the aspect made cheery and
comfortable. Also, in addition, both dances
were well patronized by the officers of the
Regiment and the Brigade.
The revival of the weekly practice dances
in the Mess has been received with great en
thusiasm. The attendance of the sergeants'
wives and lady friends is invariably high, and
the Wednesday evening is always a very
sociable one. Thanks also to the ladies, most
of our members have learned to dance.
Incidentally, at these practice dances our
Jazz Band has come into vogue. It is regret
able that the most important feature of the
band (the big drummer, C.S.M. Georgie Barrell)
is away. He was the source of great amuse
ment, and his return is anxiously looked for.
However, the trombone still retains its reputa
tion, especially in the Canadian Three Step,
which is quite a favourite dance.
Also it is noted that there is undoubtedly a
considerable amount of talent among the
members of the Mess, which comes to the sur
face either towards eleven o'clock nightly or
later towards the evenings on Wednesdays. If
this talent could be organized and used method
ically, it would prove, without fail, the source
of great amusement. Cannot someone take
the matter up ?
Occasionally whist drives have preceded these
practice dances, which have made a pleasant

diversion ; but it was regrettable to find that
many left at the conclusion of the whist drive,
not taking part .in any of the dancing.
CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES.

Christmas festivities for 1919 were arranged
in quite a favourable manner, Christmas Day,
as of old, being spent with the companies, the
Mess being entirely deserted. Not so on Boxing
Day, however. The dinner was catered for
by one who has a great reputation for looking
after the inner man, and two others who were
considered capable of judging good viands,
consequently there was a most enjoyable feast,
after which it became necessary for an after
noon siesta. The evening was spent in a
Bohemian concert, with games and an occa
sional jazz. The evening closed with all join
ing in " Auld Lang Syne."
SPORTS.

A Billiard Handicap was arranged towards the
end of last year, the prizewinners being—First,
Segt. Denny; second, R.Q.M.S. Martin ; third,
Sergt. Truby. The commencement caused a
great deal of interest, but this very soon died
out, no doubt owing to the length of time the
handicap took before its completion. It is
hoped better arrangements will be adopted in
the next handicap.
A Shooting Competition was held in the
miniature range on April 3rd, 1920, between the
officers and sergeants. We secured a vic
tory to the tune of 54 points. Sergt. Burville
was top> scorer with 100 points, Sergt. Mullen
next with 99.
The old prewar rivalry between the officers
and sergeants at hockey was resumed this season,
the teams meeting on two occasions; each
time the Mess team managed to retain its old
reputation by winning.
We offer our heartiest congratulations to
Sergts. Cross, Ravenscroft, and Martin for their
share in the Battalion crosscountry team's
magnificent achievement in winning both the
Irish Command and All Army CrossCountry
Championship at Curragh Camp and Aldershot
respectively.
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES.

We were glad to welcome back two old faces
well known in the Battalion in prewar days—
C.S.M. Verlander (our old drummy), and Sergt.
Dennis, of crosscountry fame. It is also with
regret we bade farewell to a number of old
members who have returned to civilian life—
namely, C.S.M.I.M. Kirk, Sergts. Blatchford,
Richardson, Smith, and Osmotherly. Another
member, although not a Buff, but greatly re

THE DRAGON

M»VE7f

W

Tli£

13

.

r»uAi——1

.feRMFdi/ff5 '

The "Rookie's" Nightmare.

spected by all—C.S.M.I. Brown, Army Gym
nastic Staff—has also returned to his Yorkshire
home. He was always ready to assist the Mess
in any of its undertakings.
At the same time three wellknown members
in Sergts. Dowse, Hook, and Goldfinch left to
join the 2nd Battalion in India on March 15th,
and we are sure the whole Mess join in our best
wishes for a pleasant journey. We would also
add our congratulations to Sergt. Goldfinch on
the award of the D.C.M. after such a long time.
BIRTH.

Congratulations to C.S.M. and Mrs. MacWalter
on the birth of a daughter.
OBITUARY.

We wish to tender our deepest sympathy to
Sergt. Truby on his very sad bereavement.
Mrs. Truby died at Cork on February 10th after
a very short illness. Her presence is sincerely
missed, for she always created an air of cheer
fulness in the Mess.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

When is the MasterTailor having his little
old home ?
When is " Bogey " taking over the duties of
Education Sergeant ?
Where does " Taff " receive his pianoforte
lessons ?
Why the Boston and Military Two Step have
been replaced by the High Jump ?
Is it right that the new cups for the Mess
are having handles on ?
Where do flies go in the winter time ?
What relation is Alec Hurley to " Tug " ?
When is " Bob " being appointed Agricul
tural Instructor ?
When is Dennis, of Orderly Room fame, get
ting married ?
When is the billiard table going to be repaired
or dumped ?
When are the sergeants giving another dance
in the Gymnasium ?
Any replies to our queries will be thankfully
received if addressed to " Scim, Box S, Ser
geants' Mess, New Barracks, Fermoy."
SCIM.
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LETTER TO LIZZIE.
BILL, IST BUFFS.

ARMY UNIT TEAM CROSS
COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP.

DEER LIZZIE,

I hav been so bisy lately that I ain't
'ad time to rite. I ain't dun nothing rite
either this week. Corse, Lean understand it—
mi birthday was on Tuesday, the 13th.
I am sorry to say that I got three days'
C.B. this weke.
It was like this, Lizzie deer : our sergeant
took us for fisical dril Tuesday, and I wos
lookin' down and I seed a bob on the ground.
Corse, I picked it up. The sergeant he ses to
me : " Whot cher looking on the ground for ?
their ain't no bobs their ; I picked 'em up meself
this morning." So I ses to him : " You mist
wun then, sergeant, 'cos I jest picked wun up."
" Oh, 'ave yer," he ses ; " then yule pick some
thing else up in the morning "—and I did.
Yes, I got three days' C.B. for " ina tenshun
on parade," and I heard after that the sergeant
had a 'ole in 'is pocket. I see him searching
the barack Sqare, so I exspect this wos so.
I lernt something the other day, tho : if you
go to schule at night, you don't have to do C.B.,
so I'm goin' to schule four three days, see.
Learnin' BookKeping, I am, very funney werk
it is too, it ain't qite profitabull iyther. A
bloke gits £950 of goods off of me and I give
'im £100 pounds back wen 'e payes me. Strikes
me you don't keep much money for yourself,
but you do keep a lot of Bookes.
The teacher 'as told me I wood make a good
bookKeeper—weep. Any'ow, I must now say
goodbi. I ain't got no stamps or muney, so
am sending this letter without a stamp ; but
i'll put too stamps on the next one, so we'll
be rite then, won't we.
I've been pelmanizing so much lately that I
clean forgot to get sum stamps.
From your Ever Luving
Bruther,
BILL, 1/Buffs.

" Go to father !" she said, when I asked her to
wed,
For she knew that I knew that her father was
dead ;
And she knew that I knew what a life he had
led,
So she knew that I knew what she meant when
she said,
" Go to father !"

RAN ON TUESDAY, MARCH I6TH, 1920.
The Army CrossCountry Championship was
held on a straightaway course over very diffi
cult country. Eleven teams, each consisting
of fifteen runners, lined up at Winchfield, Hants.
At 2.30 the race started over fairly open country
for the first halfmile ; then the course entered
a thick plantation, where going was very heavy
and vision limited. The Buffs' team got fairly
well away, Sergt. Cross, Lce.Cpl. Bell, Sergt.
Ravenscroft, and Pte. Ballard going ahead,
whilst the remainder of the team ran very well
together. On leaving the plantation, a stream
had to be crossed, thence through fields and
open country, through Elvetharn Park, another
stream and more open country. Wood Hill
Farm was then left on the right, and the country
again became wooded, although the going was
not impeded. After that the course went
through another wood which was partly cut
down, and the ground extremely boggy. How
ever, soon the Harford Bridge Flats werereached
near Minly Lodge, where the going was con
siderably easier. From Ely Inn the course for
about the next mile was. over undulating
country, fairly hard going over thick heath
until Darley Green was reached, then about
threequarters of a mile of gtassy tract until
the River Blackwater had to be crossed. On
emerging from the river, about a mile of alter
native marsh and ploughed land was traversed
until the R.M.C. (Sandhurst) was entered and
a very nice finish of a clear 500 yards.
The course was a very difficult one indeed.
However, the competitors made the best of it,
and Battery Q.M.S. Old, an individual entrant
for the Irish Command, was the first man home.
The winning team—ist Buffs—also added to
the success of the Irish Command. The runners
up—Tanks Schools and Shops—were strongly
fancied to win outright, and the opinion held
that the Machine Gunners would be their most
doughty antagonists, but the victory of The
Buffs upset all calculations. Lady Stephens,
wife of the Commandant, R.M.C., kindly gave
away the prizes.
Team Placings of the 1st Buffs.
Sergt. Cross, 6th ; Lce.Cpl. Bell, 8th ; Sergt.
Ravenscroft, 9th; Pte. Ballard, 19th; Lieut.
Essell, 29th ; Dmr. Baker, 34th ; Pte. Marsh,
37th ; Bandsman Meakins, 40th ; Sergt. Martin,
41st; Pte. Ayres, 45th; Pte. Ringe, 56th;
Lce.Cpl. Read, 66th.
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Standing.—Private Marsh, Private Ringe, Private Freeman, Bandsman Meakins, Private Setterfield, and Sergeant Martin.
Sitting.—Private Ballard. Corporal Read, Sergeant Ravenscroft, Lieutenant Essell, Sergeant Cross, Drummer Baker, and
LanceCorporal Cornwall.
On Ground.— Private Hudson and Private Ayres.

Team Placings.
1. ist Battalion The Buffs (Irish Command).
2. Schools and Workshops, Tank Corps
(Southern Command).
3. 4th Battalion Machine Gun Corps (Eastern
Command).
4. 2nd Q.O. Cameron Highlanders (Aldershot
Command).
5. 51st Battalion Gordon Highlanders (North
ern Command).
6. ist Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers (Aider
shot Command).
7. ist Beds and Herts Regiment (Eastern
Command).
8. 2nd Battalion Tank Corps (Southern Com
mand).
9. ist Battalion Irish Guards (London Com
mand).
10. Guards District (London District).
11. 2nd Battalion Royal Scots (Scottish Com
mand).
The following are extracts from letters re
ceived in congratulation on the Battalion's
success at Aldershot:—
" DEAR COLONEL,

" I was very pleased indeed to hear of
the brilliant success of the Battalion Cross
country Team at Aldershot, and thank you

so much for so kindly writing me. ... I
had an officers' class here at the time, and they
were all able to tell me that The Buffs had
beaten the favourites, the Tank Corps. I was
as pleased to hear of this recent success of my
old Battalion as at any time during my twenty
eight years as a Buff. . . .
" Yours sincerely,
" H. E. FEATHERSTONE."
" MY DEAR GROVESRAINES,

" How very kind of you in sending me on
the delightful news of the Battalion's great
success in winning the Army CrossCountry
Championship at Aldershot. Please accept my
very best congratulations. . . .
" Yours ever,
" JOHN (STEELE)."

Wires of congratulation were also received
from the following :—
Gen. Rt. Hon. Sir A. Paget, G.C.B.,
K.C.V.O.
Gen. Sir A. L. Lynden Bell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.
Col. Hill, C.B., C.M.G.
Gen. Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.
Major F. S. Reeves.
Depot, The Buffs.
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2nd BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
[It is regretted that in this issue it is not
possible to give much news of the 2nd Battalion,
as their contributions have not yet arrived.
The notes that are given below have been
gleaned mostly from letters received.—EDITOR,

THE DRAGON.]

Lieut. Lister, M.C., has been very successful
lately with his boxing. He is to be particularly
congratulated on winning the AllIndia Officers'
Middleweight Championship and gaining such
kudos for the Battalion.
Lieut. E. Backhouse has become the possessor
of a small monkey. It is presumed that he is
now quite sure where nuts are put.
Polo has been started in the Battalion, and
is proving very popular with the officers.
A Boxing and Bayonet Fighting Club has
been started by the Battalion, and has proved
a great attraction to all ranks.
The Battalion has recently received a fine
gift from the ist Battalion in the shape of a
draft of noble young warriors some 150 strong.
We extend to them our heartiest welcome, and
trust that they will continue to uphold the
traditions of the Regiment as worthily in this
sunny clime as they did in the " Distreshful
Counthry."
Lce.Cpl. Beal has also been boxing with
great success, and has won the AllIndia
Featherweight Boxing Competition. Bully to
Beal on gaining such laurels. May his future
successes be many !
Pte. Smith deserves special praise on being
awarded the " pluckiest loser's " prize. Next
time he intends to be a winner.
The Battalion has formed a relay race team
which up to the present has remained unbeaten.

The following is an extract from a letter
received from Lieut.Col. Trevor, of the 2nd
Battalion :—
" We are going very strong here, all except
nine playing polo of sorts. We are just finishing
Battalion training, and the Battalion looks fit
and well. You have heard that our boxing
team tied for the Patiala Cup (second highest
score) . in the Indian Army Championship
meeting at Poona, and that Lister is Officers'
Middleweight Champion of India, and Lce.Cpl.
Beal Featherweight Champion of India. The
shooting season is just over, and we have had

a topping season—several bags of over a
hundred duck, teal, and snipe for four to six
guns. The quail are just in, so we start on them
next Sunday. The only drawback is the
expense in living, and we are all more or less
hard up in spite of the recent increase in pay.
We are sending our advance party to Dalhousie
for the hot weather in a day or two, and seven
officers and warrant officers and other ranks
are to go there. Headquarters and the rest of
the Battalion stay here, and they say it is hot.
SD far the weather has been perfect, but the
dust storms are beginning. The servants are
damned bad compared to what they used to
be, lazy and extraordinarily rapacious in the
matter of ' pisa.' Hockey, football, and running
are the order of the day, and tonight is the
first performance of ' Hello, Multan !' a review
written by Thewles and performed by most of
the Officers and ' Officeresses ' (I quote the
poster) of the garrison."

5th BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
The Battalion left England in October, 1914,
for India, being stationed at Kamptee till the
end of 1915, when they left for Mesopotamia.
They were in all the chief shows from that time
onwards, and suffered very heavy casualties
on several occasions. The following are some
of the battles that the Battalion took part in :—
The Wadi, January I2thi3th, 1916 ; Dujaila
Redoubt, March 9th, 1916 ; Liquorice Factory,
Kut, February, 1916 : Shumran Bend, February
21st, 1917; Ctesiphon, March 6th, 1917;
Occupation of Baghdad, March nth, 1917.
The 5th Battalion was the first to enter Baghdad,
and the original flag hoisted over the citadel by
the Regiment is now in the possession of the
Battalion.
In August, 1917, Sharaban, about 60 miles
N.E. of Baghdad, was occupied by us, and the
Regiment stayed here until March, 1919, going
off on various shows during that period, hut
always returning to Sharaban. We were all
very sorry to lose Major CampbellLaverton,
M.C., and Capt. F. 0. Marchant, M.C., in Sep
tember, 1918. They left us with the idea of
having a month's leave in England, but, being
lucky, they arrived home about Armistice time,
and never rejoined us..
Capt. Marchant got married soon after his
arrival home ; he is now doing some architec
tural work in Hankow, China. We wish both
him and Mrs. Marchant the best of luck.
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On Major Laverton's departure, Capt. G. K.
Harrison .became SecondinCommand of the
Battalion.
When demobilization started, everybody had
hopes of being home about the end of March,
1919, but the gods willed otherwise, and the
Battalion was one of those chosen to form part
of the Army of Occupation. This was a great
blow, for as a Battalion we had served out East
as long as any other Battalion then serving in
Mesopotamia.
We left Sharaban in March, 1919, for
Baghdad to join the 51st Brigade, 17th Division.
We had three camps whilst at Baghdad—one at
Hinaidi, which we shared with the Highland
Light Infantry; one at Chaldari; and a third
at Daur. During this period we were a
composite Battalion of three companies, con
sisting of ourselves, the 2nd Battalion Norfolk
Regiment, and the ist Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry, the Battalion retaining its identity
and headquarters under the command of Lieut.
Col. J. Body, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D.
In the racing world we were quite successful,
winning about nine cups at different meetings,
to say nothing of winning several seconds and
thirds, and winning several races for which
cups were not presented. Our most successful
jockeys were Capt. Pittock, Capt. A. Liddle,
Sergt. G. Grummett, and Ptes. Lyons and
Clarke. The horses were Col. Body's " Bess,"
the Doctor's horse " Joe," and one or two
others.
When the cadre of the 2nd Battalion Norfolk
Regiment went home, Col. Body became master
of, and Capt. Pottick whip to, the Tigris Vale
Foxhounds, a pack of three and a half couples,
which originally came from Ooty, South India.
A tremendous amount of pleasure and sport was
derived from this pack, and we hope that their
present owners are enjoying having them as
much as we did. This was the only pack joL
foxhounds in Mesopotamia.
In 191718 we had quite a good football
team, which won the Divisional League, and so
represented it at Baghdad. We were unfortu
nate enough to be beaten here by the Royal
Welch Fusiliers by one goal, after having played
two replays. The team of 191819 was very
good as well, but demobilization split it up,
and we were unable to enter for any big com
petitions as a result.
Sergt. Hearne got into the finals of his weight
at boxing at Baghdad in the Mesopotamian
Competition in 191718, and also in October,
1918. Ptes. Mann, Long, and Butcher also
competed, Pte. Mann getting into the finals of
his weight.
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About October, 1918, we sent a draft of
5 officers and 200 men to Salonika. The fol
lowing officers went with the draft: Capt.
F. L. Stone, R.W. Kent Regt.; Lieut. J. E.
Pert, Black Watch ; Lieut. Swan, Black Watch ;
Lieut. H. Brooke, Essex Regt.; Lieut. Scott,
Middlesex Regt. ; also C.S.M. Gibson.
In November, 1918, Capt. Filmer gave up
the duties of Adjutant, and Lieut. A. F. St. A.
Turner succeeded him. At this time G. K.
Harrison was promoted to Major, and Lieuts.
J. Pittock and A. F. St. A. Turner to Captains.
In November, 1919, the Battalion was re
lieved by the 2nd Battalion York and Lancaster
Regiment, and the cadre of the 5th Battalion
The Buffs finally left Baghdad on Novem
ber 15th, embarked at Basra on Novem
ber 28th, transhipped at Bombay on Decem
ber 6th, and arrived at Plymouth on January
3rd, 1920, after an appalling passage through
the Mediterranean and the Bay of Biscay.
At Plymouth the cadre was reduced from
fifty all ranks to ten all ranks, which were sent
to Canterbury to the Depot, from there they
were disposed. The following came home
with the cadre : Lieut.Col. J. Body, D.S.O.,
O.B.E., T.D. ; Capt. A. G. Hawkins, M.C. ;
Capt. A. F. St. A. Turner; Lieut. K. R. S.
Cair; R.S.M. Middleditch and R.Q.M.S. Taylor.
Sergt. Grunnitt was unfortunately taken ill
on the day of embarkation at Basra, and had to
be left behind.
We wish R.S.M. St. John and C.Q.M.S. Perry
the very best of luck in their new duties in the
political world. The former is Political Base
Officer at Basra, and the latter personal assistant
to the Assistant Civil Commissioner, Meso
potamia.
Many congratulations to Lieut.Col. J. Body
on being made a substantive Lieutenant
Colonel, and also to Lieut. B. G. Ellis in being
awarded the Albert Medal in saving several
lives whilst in charge of a bombing course in
1918. All ranks were very sorry to hear of
the death of Capt. Buss, which occurred in
December, 1918, whilst undergoing an operation
on his head.
The writer apologises for any errors and
omissions, but these notes have been compiled
purely from memory.
He was a man of twentyone, arid he had
been three times disappointed in love. He
proposed the health of the ladies thus :—
" This wine we quaff with eager sips,
This wine we hold so dear,
Though not so sweet as maiden's lips,
Is a darned sight more sincere."

THE DRAGON

DEPOT NOTES.
Since the Armistice great changes have taken
place at the Depot. The staff, which has prac
tically changed since the cessation of hostilities,
and now embraces many of the " old hands,
has worked assiduously to bring the Depot back
to the normal peace routine. It has been uphill
but pleasant work, and we modestly hope that
our efforts have justified themselves.
Our staff includes Major J. Crookenden,
D.S.O., .who is commanding; Major F. W.
Foster, Quartermaster ; Capt. and Brevet Major
Hon P. G. Scarlett, M.C., O.C. " A " Company ;
Capt. V. B. Sharp, O.C. " B" Company;
Capt. E. F. D. Strettall, Adjutant; Lieut, and
Temp.Capt. S. J. F. Maiden ; Lieut. A. W. K.
Webster; Lieut. G. Pemberton ; Lieut. W. G.
Martin (ist Battalion, attached Depot), Re
cruiting Officer ; R.S.M. T. Holloway ; Temp.
R.S.M. H. Sangers; C.S.M. S. J. Piggott;
C.S.M. P. Stroud ; C.S.M. V. R. Bones ; C.S.M.
C. Ashby ; Sergt.Dmr. G. Clayton ; C.Q.M.S.
F. Potter ; C.Q.M.S. W. Spearpoint; A.C.Q.M.S.
R. Legge ; SergeantMasterCook H. Marchant;
and many other old ist and 2nd Battalion
N.C.Os. Time and space will not admit of a
more complete list, and it is hoped that no one
will be offended if his name has been omitted
from this list.,
Amongst those who have recently left us are
Major R. G. A. Marriott, D.S.O., who was com
manding the Depot; Capt. T. Wheler, late
Adjutant; R.S.M. Holmes ; C.S.M. F. Wright,
late Orderly Room ColourSergeant; A.Q.M.S.
Collier ; Lce.Cpl. Holmes (" Kelly," the first
man to join Kitchener's Army) ; and Pte. Pat
Bloomfield, who has joined the staff at the
Small Arms School, Hythe.
It has not been all work, however—I nearly
said " Thank God !' '—for we have found time
to dabble in sport. This winter we have
played a number of Depot matches at football
and hockey with very fair success, considering
the small and fluctuating numbers of players
at our disposal. We have already a fair
number of cricket fixtures to look forward to,
and hope to have a successful season. Un
fortunately, we are unable to play any home
matches this year owing to the fact that a
large portion of the recreation ground, which
was sacrificed to the cult of " spuds " during
the war, has recently been resown, and will not
be ready for play until 1921 at least.
An InterPlatoon League has been instituted
for the recruits, and a handsome shield has been

bought, to be awarded halfyearly to the platoon
which has scored the most points at football,
hockey, cricket, and crosscountry running.
Up to the time of writing No. 4 Platoon is
leading.
Although we have not been informed officially,
we understand that two or three of the recruits
who have left here recently were selected to
run in the ist Battalion crosscountry running
team, which carried off first prize in the Army
Championship at Aldershot.
The Sergeants' Mess has given several enjoy
able and popular social evenings lately, in which
Cupid's bow has scored several bullseyes. There
are still, however, one or two stony hearts who
ignore the blandishments of the little god.
Sleepingout passes, however, are much in
request! There is a strong rumour that the
R.Es. have been ordered to commence re
decorating the Officers' Mess before it finally
collapses. However, we bravely hope for the
best.
We have to thank our Colonel, Gen. Sir Arthur
Paget, K.C.M.G., etc., for the following addi
tions to the Officers' Mess:—(1) A signed
portrait of our ColonelinChief, His Majesty
King Christian X. of Denmark ; (2) a signed por
trait of our King, His Majesty King George V
of England ; and (3) a silver gilt tablecentre,
dinnerservice, etc. We are all looking forward
to receiving a signed portrait of Sir Arthur
himself. We have also to thank the officers
of the ist and 2nd Battalions for their generous
loan of plate to the Officers' Mess.
I had almost forgotten to mention the
Memorial Service, which took place last June
in the Cathedral, at which there were repre
sentatives from every Battalion. It was a
very impressive service, and a worthy tribute
to those of this Regiment who gave up their
lives in the war.
The cricket week was reinstituted last year,
and it was very pleasant to see so many past
and present Buffs again. We hope that this
year we shall have an even larger gathering,
for it has been proposed to hold the regimental
dinner at Canterbury the week after " Cricket
Week," and to play a match of Past versus
Present Buffs.
In conclusion, I send the greetings of all at
the Depot to the reawakened " DRAGON," and
wish him every success after his long rest.
May he regain his pristine popularity and cover
himself with fresh laurels.

THE DRAGON
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DEPOT LETTER.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,

There are those in the army who from their
earliest joining have dreamt of the FieldMar
shal's baton ; there are those who have cherished
as their highest ambition the post of canteen
manager; and there are those—lazy souls,
desiring nothing more than a quiet life—whose
greatest desire has always and only been to
achieve a tour of duty at the Depot.
I was one of these last. Have I not listened,
envious to a rich emerald colour, to talks of
weekly weekends—weekends which began on
Thursday and ended on; Wednesday ! Have I
not heard how the 3rd Battalion officer at the
Depot performed all the duties ! Did not an
assiduous officer die because he could not, tried
he never so hard, find anything to do ! And
now, having by the exercise of deepest thought
and wiliest cunning, achieved my one military
ambition, what do I find ? Is it the golden
ease of my dreams ? No, Siree, it sure ain't!
The place is stiff with what would be Buff
lets ! Courts and Boards occur hourly. Duties
are innumerable and ever urgent!
But once has recreation held sway for a brief
hour, and that was when we were privileged
to entertain Gen. Sir Guy Bainbridge, Col.
McDouall, Col. Eaton, and our only " Ginger."
Festivity, alas! lasted but a night; and did joy
come in the morning ? No again, Siree!
Work came, and possibly a headache or so as
well!
Men we thought so nice and pleasant have,
officially at any rate, developed the most
Prussian methods. Many are the stingswollen
necks, countless the bitten ears !
Committed to a life of action, I cannot escape,
but how I long for the languorous ease of life in a
Battalion ! [Not so easy as you think.—ED.]
Snipe me from behind an Irish hedge or an
Indian frontier rock, but give me my ease and
moments of unworried and unhustled leisure.
But I'll have done with grouses, and wish

" THE DRAGON " redivivus the best of good

luck and " frondescence."

The Depot, cockpit of toil (sic), salutes
the Battalion, and admires their early grasp of
their rightful position in the scheme of things.
The CrossCountry Running Championship is
doubtless the herald of many a triumph to
come!
J. B. S.

COURSES OF INSTRUCTION.
This was a letter received on April ist, 1920,
by Divisional Headquarters in reply to a letter
re the want of imagination shown by the War
Office in its neglect to institute courses in
" Chimney Sweeping," " Midwifery," " Town
Crying," and kindred subjects.
SUBJECT—" PEDICULTURE."
.

' 

i/4/U.

Ref. your No. 10889/2 dated 31st March.
A man in the Buffs wishes to go in for a course
in " Pediculture." He claims to have three
years' experience.
I know a discharged soldier who took up this
occupation under the Board of Agriculture and
Fisheries, and is doing well at the Liverpool
University, where he has already succeeded in
introducing an improved variety by the cross
breeding of P. capitis and P. corporis. His
hybrid will be invaluable in the training of
recruits. It is considered that its distribution
will render obsolete all existing systems of
Physical Training and Swedish Drill, as soldiers
who keep these little pets will voluntarily, in
their spare time, perform with alacrity and
vigour every motion invented by the Gymnastic
Instructors.
Moreover, it is understood that in the Army
of the future it is intended to go beyond mere
instruction, and to introduce sound and
thorough education and character building for
all ranks. Now, it is recognized by all what a
beneficial effect the keeping of pets exercises
on the character of the young; but as it is not
possible to keep dogs and other large animals
in barracks, this educative influence is with
held from the recruits. It is surely reason
able to assume that if the men were encouraged
to breed and to take an interest in these playful
little creatures it would teach them humanity,
help them, to love their enemies, and give them
increased interest in the wonderful works of the
Creator.
Would it not be possible to approach the War
Office with a view to inducing them to add
" Pediculture " to the list of optional subjects
to be taken up by students for 2nd and 3rd Class
Certificates, so that N.C.Os. may be obtained
who are qualified to incubate and develop the
eggs obtained from the Biological Department
at Liverpool University, and to lecture the men
on their habits and peculiarities ? Men who
have had long experience in the trenches should
not find it difficult to qualify in this subject,
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and there is no trade union to interfere with
their activities. Men who enter for this course
will be allowed to scratch at any period.
HISTORICAL SKETCH ON THE SCIENCE OF
PEDICULTURE.

The pages of the Bible show that certain
branches of biological science had been brought
to a very advanced stage in the ecclesiastical
colleges of Lower Egypt at the time of Moses.
When the Egyptians were punished with
plagues, their scientists were able to reproduce
on short notice several of these. They were able
—doubtless by mesmerism—to stiffen serpents
to the likeness of sticks ; by chemicals to turn
water to the likeness of blood ; and,presumably,
by treating ponds full of tadpoles with the
thyroid glands of animals—the latest redis
covery of modern science—they were at once
able to produce swarms of frogs.
The fourth plague, however, called for very
high perfection in the science of Pediculture.
We find that the Egyptians, like Professor
Charlton Bastian, were believers in spon
taneous generation, and that this heresy had
checked their progress in Pediculture and made
them unable to imitate the unique performance
of the Hebrew prophet (Exodus, chap, viii,
v. 18).
Pediculture was also practised by the Greeks.
Democritus, the first propounder of the atomic
theory (460 B.C.), sacrificed his life to this
interesting hobby. Diogenes the Stoic, whose
happiness was envied by the conqueror of
Asia, shared his humble tub with countless
Pediculi.
The Romans showed their love for the Pedis
by their habitual use of the affectionate diminu
tive " Pediculus " when talking of him, as do the
enthusiastic biologists of our own day. It was
the conqueror of Europe that first recognized
his military value.
The great Marcus Aurelius, philosopher and
warrior, was never without them ; and the
Emperor Julian was another great soldier who
evidently realized the military value of Pedi
culture for the Headquarter Staff.
Saints as well as warriors have taken an in
terest in Pediculus and learnt to reciprocate
its affection. St. Simeon Stylites would bend
down on his pedestal and replace in his breast
the affectionate little pet displaced by his too
violent Swedish exertions. Other saints were
proud to imitate him through the length of
the medieval world.

"THE BUFFS."
The Buffs, Buffs, Buffs !
All German and Bolshevik toughs
Know the Buffs of McDouall
Will give them their gruel
If ever they roll up their cuffs.
The Buffs, Buffs, Buffs
Have no need for lying or bluffs :
Since the time of old Lathom
There's nothing can stay them—
The glory of London—The Buffs !
The Buffs, Buffs, Buffs,—
At drill and at sport they're no muffs,
While at spitting a Hun
Too foolish to run
There's no one a match for the Buffs.
For the Buff, Buff, Buff—
He never cries " Hold " or " Enough !"
A brave bitterender,
No thought of surrender—
The backbone of England, the Buff !
The Buff, Buff, Buff,—
Your Allemand may think him rough,
But he's ever so mild,
With the heart of a child,
. When he's not got to deal with a tough.
The Buff, Buff, Buff
It his name were MacPhie or MacDuff—
No cover for fleas
'Twixt his waist and his knees—
He'd never be boosted enough.
The Buff, Buff, Buff,—
The track may be smooth or be rough ;
York, Line., and Northant
In vain they must pant,
And the Shropshires are dosed quantum suff.
The Buff, Buff, Buff—
Your rivals must after you puff ;
The Tanks and M.Gs.
May blow and may wheeze,
But the CUP'S to FERMOY with the BUFF !
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THE BUFFS CALENDAR.

EDITORIAL STAFF.

RED LETTER DAYS.

Editor : Major R. G. D. GrovesRaines, D.S.O.
SubEditors : Lieut. R. J. Tuke ; Lieut. L. H.
Kennett.

April

2.

3
5

6.
10.

n.
13

14.
16.
20.

21.
22.
23

24.
25

28.
30.

Battle of Ginghlovo, 1879. Zulus
defeated by Lord Chelmsford. 2nd
Battalion engaged.
Relief of Ekowe, under Col. Pearson,
The Buffs, 1879.
Three hundred men of the Regimertt
attacked by 3,000 Spaniards when
relieving the town of Grave, 1586.
Storming of Badajos by the British,
under Lord Wellington, 1812.
Battle of Toulouse, ist Battalion
engaged, 1814.
Gen. Sir J. A. R. Raines, Colonelin
Chief of The Buffs, died, 1909.
Grenadier Company in Regiment first
formed, 1678.
Unsuccessful assault on Ostend
by Spaniards, 1603. Regiment en
gaged in defence. Enemy lost
1,000.
ist Battalion left Malta for the
Crimea, 1855.
Battle of Culloden Moor, 1746. Regi
ment engaged.
Part of ist Battalion wrecked off
Dungeness, 1795, going from Til
bury Fort to Spithead. All bag
gage lost.
ist Battalion first supplied with
breechloading rifles (Sniders), 1871.
Formation of Depot at Canterbury,
1873.
Buff facings restored, 1887.
Grave relieved. Regiment engaged,
1586.
ist Battalion crossed Lowarai Pass
(10,450 feet high) in deep snow,
Chitral Campaign, 1895.
ist Battalion arrived at Balaclava,
1855
Capt. Lathom retired oh halfpay,
1820.
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THE DRAGON."
Terms of subscription are as follows :—
Officers serving with either Battalion, is. 6d.
per copy. Other subscribers, 15s. per annum
(including postage).
N.C.Os. and men serving with either Bat
talion, is. per copy.
Those away will be supplied at 15s. per
annum (including postage).
Annual subscriptions should be paid in
advance.

TO OUR READERS ABROAD.
To save you the time, trouble, and expense
involved in forwarding DRAGONS to your
relations and friends, the Editor undertakes to
do it for you.
On the receipt of at least six months' sub
scriptions—i.e., 15s. per year and 7s. 6d. per
six months—the numbers will be forwarded
regularly, post free, if you furnish the address
when you write.
One copy or more can, of course, be sent to
any one address, provided subscriptions at the
rate of is. per additional copy are forwarded.
The Editor would be glad if N.C.Os. and men
leaving the Regiment would send him their
addresses, so that their copies of THE DRAGON
may be forwarded on to them.
Our readers are asked to deal, whenever
possible, with our advertisers. The advertise
ments inserted are a great help in maintaining
THE DRAGON, and advertisers naturally look
for results when going to the expense of paying
for advertisements.
Will subscribers kindly inform the Editor
when a change takes place in their addresses,
to ensure that DRAGONS reach them ?
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We congratulate Lieut. F. Lloyd, of the 2 n d
Battalion, on becoming the proud father of a
son and heir.
*

*

*

We congratulate Lieut.Colonel R. McDouall
on receiving that most coveted decoration, the
Legion D'Honneur, from the French Govern
ment. Also on being made a Commander of
the British Empire.
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With regret we have to record the departure
of Lieut. A. Harrison, M.C., from the Regiment.
Lieut. Harrison joined the Regiment some years
before the late war as a private. He was
gazetted as a 2ndLieutenant in 1916, and
served with distinction in the ist Battalion.
*
*
*
Our ColonelinChief, King Christian X of
Denmark, has honoured the ist Battalion by
presenting two signed portraits of himself to
the Officers' Mess and Sergeants' Mess respec
tively.
*

*

*

The near approach of the Officers' Regimental
Dinner reminds us that in our last issue we
omitted to record the sad death of Mr. Gould,
late Ensign, The Buffs. Mr. Gould made a
practice of attending these annual gatherings
regularly, so his cheery presence will be much
missed at these functions.
*

*

*

Congratulations to Lieut. Wilson, M.B.E., on
his recent marriage to Miss Fitzmaurice, of
Dunmanway. May all good luck attend him
in the future.

1st BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
When we squashed the Hun the other day
most people were under the impression that a
delightful period of peace and plenty would
follow. All nations would be like brothers
towards each other ; but if, by some unfortunate
mischance, a dispute should arise between them,
the point at issue would be arbitrated on by
a number of benevolent old gentlemen of all
nations. These dear old men would meet
together in solemn conclave, under the auspices
of a delightfully Utopian society known as
The League of Nations.
So far so good. An excellent idea, no doubt.
But a slight hitch occurred. The nation that
suggested the idea refused to have anything to
do with it. Also, the countries that did not
agree with each other's views refused to submit
to the judgment of the benevolent old gentle
men. Human nature asserted itself. The con
sequence now is war—war everywhere, all over
the world.
The British Empire is engaged in most of
these enterprises. We do not call it war in
Ireland—yet. Only disturbances of the peace.
But it comes to much the same thing in the
end, with the exception that the " enemy" has
to make the first move.

In consequence of this regrettable disturbance
of the peace, the ist Battalion has been split up
all over the place, on detachment, endeavour
ing to " restore the situation," as it is called.
" A " and " D " Companies have been away
at Waterford, Wexford, Carnsore Point, and
other places.
Those who have remained at Fermoy have
spent many sleepless nights prowling the
countryside in search of malefactors.
Naturally these activities have rather inter
fered with normal engagements. Consequently
this month's notes are suffering from lack of
news.
At the beginning of the month " B " Com
pany, under Capt. H. C. C. Morley, proceeded
to Kilworth to fire their annual musketry course.
The gallant commander of this company had
not much to report on his return, but merely
stated that the weather was " blinkin'."
Sunday, May 16th, being Albuhera Day, the
colours were hung out on the parade ground,
and the Latham Memorial placed on a table in
front, so that all might be reminded of the
valorous exploits of the Regiment on this
momentous occasion.
The following day was observed as a Battalion
holiday. In the afternoon Regimental Sports
were held on the cricketfield. A separate
account of this event appears elsewhere.
In the evening the Band gave a dance in the
Gymnasium. This proved to be a great success,
and was highly appreciated and enjoyed by all
ranks. The greatest credit is due to those who
worked so hard to decorate the Gymnasium, and
ran the show so well.
Cricket was rather late in starting this year
owing to adverse weather conditions and the
bad state of the ground. The cricketfield is
at present in process of being enlarged and
levelled, but the workmen do not seem to be
filled with that zeal to finish the job that we
should so much like to see. The consequence
is that only occasionally do they deign to put
in an appearance. However, we hope to find
the field ready before it is again our turn to do
a tour of duty in Fermoy.
We have been fortunate in winning the
Brigade Cricket League, although we have
only played two matches. We drew a bye in
the first round. Presumably we shall now
represent the Brigade in the InterBrigade
Competition, should this take place this year.
But the unsettled state of the country will
probably prevent the playing of any matches
away, so we shall have to be satisfied with
" friendly matches " against units in the station.
We were all very sorry to say goodbye to
Capt. Latham, D.C.L.I., our Brigade Educa

1st

BATTALION

TROOPING THE COLOURS ON THE

KING S BIRTHDAY.
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tional Officer and " Shropshire poet," as he, in
moments of enthusiasm, would sometimes
describe himself. Long will the Officers re
member the stirring rendering he would some
times give on Guest Nights of his famous
ballad, " Buffs, Buffs, Buffs !"
This appeared in our June number. If some
of the lines do not scan, or the rhyme may not
always be perfect, pray regard the slips as a
printer's error, or poetic licence on his part.
We welcome Colonel Power on his return from
a course at Woking. He has again taken up
the duties of SecondinCommand to the Bat
talion.
The King's Birthday was celebrated by a
holiday. During the morning the trooping of
the colours took place on the square.
The finals of the Bayonet Fighting Competi
tion took place on the 16th of the month. It
was a very close thing between " A" and
" C" Companies. The team leaders had to
fight each other in order to decide the contest,
" C " Company succeeding in winning.
This victory placed the two companies in the
same position with regard to points for the
Harris Shield, each having gained seven points
during the year.
At one of the camps was a young rookie,
who during his first few days was subject to
much chaff and legpulling, which made him
doubt all men and their motives.
One dark night an Officer was visiting him
on sentry. .
" Who goes there ?" he challenged.
" Major Moses," replied the Officer.
The rookie scented a new joke. " Glad to
meet you, Moses, old top \" cheerfully he replied.
" Advance and give the Ten Commandments."

BOXING.
IST BATTALION THE BUFFS v. 2ND BAT

TALION ROYAL WELCH FUSILIERS.

APRIL 22ND, 1920.
Result: Royal Welch Fusiliers, 6 fights;
The Buffs, 5 fights.
OFFICERS.

Welter (10 st. 7 lb).
Lieut. Symons (The Buffs) v. Lieut. J. Halsey
(R.W.F.).—Lieut. Symons won easily in thirty
five seconds.

OTHER RANKS.

Middle (11 st. 6 lb.).
L.jCpl. Revington (The Buffs) v. Pte. O'Con
nor (R.W.F.).^O'Connor put up an excellent
fight against L./Cpl. Revington, and won,
though he gave height, reach and weight.
Welter (10 st. 7 lb.).
Bdsm. Butler (The Buffs) v. Cpl. Redings 
(R.W.F.).—After a fairly stiff fight Butler gained
the verdict. Butler did not box up to his
usual form.
Light (9 st. 9 lb.).
Pte. Foat (The Buffs) v. Pte. Perkins (R.W.F.).
—Foat lost after a plucky fight. His opponent
was quick on his feet and used a good left.
Pte. Corrigan (The Buffs) v. Pte. Perkins
R.W.F.).—Corrigan had the fight well in hand,
but he did not make the best use of his oppor
tunities. He must learn to do more leading.
Feather (9 st.).
Pte. Watts (TheBuffs) v. L.Cpl. Fox (R.W.F.).
—Watts, as usual, was very plucky, taking a lot
of punishment gamely. He lost on points.
Pte. Ames (The Buffs) v. L.Cpl. Dale (R.W.F.).
—This was a splendid fight, and up to the third
round anybody's fight. Dale used a lovely left,
and Ames was very unlucky in breaking a
finger. He, however, fought on gamely, and
only just failed to gain the verdict.
Bantam (8 st. 6 lb.).
Pte. Baker (The Buffs) v. Pte. Major (R.W.F.).
—This was a very good fight.
Baker was
always after his man, using a good left and right
hook, which eventually won him the fight.
Pte. Fearon (The Buffs) v. Pte. Cotton (R.W.F.).
—Fearon was quick on his feet and used a good
left. He won on points.
Fly (8 st.).
Pte. Fane (The Buffs) v. L./Cpl. Thatcher
(R.JL..F.).—L./Cpl. Thatcher, who is a promising
young boxer, fought very well, often reaching
Fane's face and body. Fane fought well, and
was a good loser.
Boy Collins (The Buffs) v. Pte. Hales (R.W.F.).
—Collins was the stronger, and won in two
rounds.
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INTERCOMPANY BOXING.
Result: "A," " D," " C,' " B."
was only one point ahead of " D."
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OFFICERS.

Middle (n st. 6 lb.).
zndLieut. Cass (" A " Company) v. Lieut.
Wale (" C " Company.)—2ndLieut. Cass won
on a knockout. Lieut. Wale was a plucky
loser.
Welter (io st 7 lb.).
Lieut. L. Symons (" D" Company) un
opposed.
Light (9 st. 9 lb.).
Capt. H. C. C. Morley (" B " Company) un
opposed.
OTHER RANKS.

Middle (n st. 6 lb.).
' " A " Dr. Malone
V Malone
'' B "
—
 Malone.
I! C
L /Cpl. Revington|Griffiths
D Pte. Griffiths
J

A"
B " Bdsm. Butler
C" Pte. Stone
D ' Sgt. Real

Butler
> Real

"I

Real.

J

A"
B"
C"
D'

Light (9 st. 9 lb.).
Pte. French
\ French
Pte. Corrigan
r— jFrench_
Pte. \Vratten
\wrratten J
Pte. Foat
/Wr

A"
B"
C"
D"

Pte. Watts
Pte. Fearon
L./Cpl. Read
Pte. Shaw

1
} Read.

J

Bantam (8 st. 6 lb.).
A " Norris
B " Baker
C"
D" Madden

> Raker
^ Madden j"

Baker.
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Fly (8 st.).
" A " Collins
" B "
" C »

\ Collins
=/

—
_

yBoot

" D " Boy Boot

I Collins.

J

A win, 2 points ; a lose, i point; bye or walk
over, 2 points.
NOTES ON ARMY CHAMPIONSHIP HELD
AT ALDERSHOT ON APRIL 29TH30TH,
1920.

We entered Lieut. Symons and Dr. Malone.
Welter (10 st. 7 lbs.).
Dr. Malone had a walkover, and in his second
fight against Spr. Baker, 2nd Bn. S.S.T.C., R.E.,
Malone had a really easy thing, but he failed to
do any leading. He therefore lost on points.
It was .really a pity, for Malone would have gone
a long way towards success.
Officers—Welter (10 st. 7 lb).
Lieut. Symons drew a bye. In his second
fight, against Lieut. A. P. Devlin, 2nd South
Lanes. Regt., Lieut. Symons won on points
fairly easily, in" which both did a lot of body
work.
In the semifinals Lieut. Symons met Major
Martel, D.S.O., M.C., who won the Champion
ship in 1912131420. A hard fight ensued.
Major Martel used a good left, followed by a
left swing which occasionally found its mark.
Lieut. Symons used a good left, but lost. Major
Martel won the Championship.
<>

.<*>

THE REGIMENTAL SPORTS.
HELD AT FERMOY, MAY

17TH, 1920.

Fortunately, custom ordains that regimental
sports shall be observed as a social gathering
as well as an athletic meeting.
A kiss by a moustacheless man, we are told,
is like an egg without salt. In the same way,
" sports " without the attendance of the fairer
sex would be, indeed, a dull and dreary business.
However, on this occasion we enjoyed the
pleasure—if the simile may be stretched so far—
of eating our eggs with salt. That is to say,
that in spite of the threatening attitude assumed
by the weather, the ladies turned up in large
numbers, and so added an air of gaiety to what

would otherwise have been a rather tedious
entertainment.
A heavy shower in the course of the afternoon
drove most people to the tents. If the rain
did not damp the ardour of the athletes, it
certainly whetted the appetites of those who
sought shelter in the Officers' tent—if the rapid
disappearance of the buns and other delicacies
is any criterion.
No sports are complete without clowns. Cpl.
Taylor, Pte. Thorpe, and Pte. Longland filled
this role admirably. They disguised themselves
in weird attire, and played the fool with much
success, causing considerable amusement to the
spectators, especially the younger ones.
Mrs. Denny and Mrs. McWalter were the cause
of much excitement and mirth in the ladies'
threelegged race, which they eventually won
in a canter, their only dangerous opponents
falling at the post.
If Sergt. Ravenscroft had been running in
the Derby this year, Spion Kop, we feel sure,
would have been a very poor second. If was,
indeed, a pleasure to watch him springing
round the course in the threemile race, and
afterwards in the mile race, as easily as one
would walk across the room. We hear that it
is a matter of conjecture as to what he trains
on. He is reticent on the matter, but rumour
has it that it begins with a G, and comes from
Dublin.
R.Q.M.S. Martin showed us that the weight
of figures and the worry of " issues on pay
ment " could not prevent him from winning
the Sergeants' 220 yards race. This was a
really fine performance.
Sergt. Burville distinguished himself through
out, and eventually won the " Best Athlete "
prize.
Appended below is a programme of events,
showing the winners in each case.
100 Yards.—1, Sergt. Burville (" A " Com
pany) ; 2, Pte. Wiltshire ("A"); 3, Lieut.
Symons (" D ").
220 Yards.—1, L./Cpl. Jones (" C " Com
pany) ; 2, Sergt. Burville (" A ") ; 3, L./Cpl.
Kent (" D ").
440 Yards.—1, L./Cpl. Kent (" D " Com
pany) ; 2, Sergt. Cross (" A") ; 3, L./Cpl.
Marsh (" A ").
880 Yards.—1, Sergt. Cross (" A" Com
pany) ; 2, L./Cpl. Bell (" A ") ; 3, L./Cpl. Marsh
("A").
One Mile.—1, Sergt. Ravenscroft (" C " Com
pany) ; 2, Cpl. Bell (" A") ; 3, Sergt. Cross
("A").
Three Miles.—1, Sergt. Ravenscroft (" C "
Company) ; 2, L./Cpl. Bell (" A ") ; 3, Sergt.
Cross (" A ").'
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Hurdles.—i, Pte. Allingham (" B " Com
pany) ; 2, Lieut. Wale (" C "); 3, Bdsm. Mar
shall (" A ").
High Jump.—1, Lieut. Wale (" C " Com
pany) ; 2, Sergt. Burville (" A") ; 3, Pte.
Allingham (" B ").
Veterans' Race.—1, R.Q.M.S. Martin; 2,
L./Cpl. Souster; 3, C.Q.M.S. Kelly.
Corporals' 440 Yards.—1, L./Cpl. Kent; 2,
L./Cpl. Jones; 3, L./Cpl. Bell.
Ladies' ThreeLegged Race.—1, Mrs. Denny
and Mrs. McWalter.
Obstacle Race.—1, Pte. Allingham ; 2, Pte.
Bowman ; '3, Pte. Clements.
Long Jump.—1, Lieut. D'Arcy Symons (" D "
Company) ; 2, L./Cpl. Creasey (" C ") ; 3, Lieut.
Wale (" C ").
Throwing the Cricket Ball.—1, Pte. Alling
ham (" B " Company) ; 2, Cpl. Woodward
(" D ") ; 3, Pte. Goldsmith (" B ").
Recruits' Half Mile.—1, Pte. Hogben ; 2, Pte.
Steed ; 3,
Enlisted Boys.—1, Boy Spice ; 2, Boy Lee ;
3, Pte. Bartlett.
Quarter Mile, Open.—1, Pte. Brooks (ist
Manchesters); 2, Bdr. Bason (42ndBty.,R.F.A.).
Recruits' 220 Yards.—1, Pte. Steed (" A "
Company) ; 2, Pte. Kimber (" D ") ; 3, Pte.
Stafford (" D ").
Sack Race.—1, Pte. Minns (" D " Company) ;
2, Pte. Taylor " D ") ; 3, L./Cpl. Leeson (" D ").
One Mile, Open.—1, Sergt. Ravenscroft (ist
Buffs) ; 2, B.Q.M.S. Stroud (42nd Bty., R.F.A.).
TugofWar.—The final of the tugofwar was
between " C" and "A" Companies. "A"
Company won the first pull, and " C" the second
pull, and after a very fine struggle managed to
pull "A" Company over the line in the last
pull.
Relay Race.—1, " D " Company ; 2, " C "
Company ; 3, "A" Company.
Best Athlete : Sergt. Burville (" A " Com
pany), 10 points.
Best Athletic Company : " A " Company.
WINNERS OF HARRIS SHIELD.

" A " and " C " Companies with 7 points each.
Football
Hockey ...
Cross  country
running
Boxing ...
Bayonet fighting
Best Athletic Co
TugofWar
Total

A.'

B." " C."
1
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BAYONET FIGHTING.
The InterCompany Bayonet Fighting Com
petition took place on Sunday, May 16th. The
day was warm and overcast, with occasional
drizzly showers. However, the band played on
the square during the afternoon, which added
to the enjoyment of the day.
During the morning the semifinals took place,
in which " B " beat " D " and " C " beat " A."
During the afternoon a great show was put
up by " B " and " C " Companies, resulting in a
win of four fights for each. The team leaders
fought for the decision, and Cpl. Crump won,
giving the competition to " C" Company.

CRICKET.
IST BN. THE BUFFS v. 2ND BDE. R.F.A.

Played at Fermoy on May 26th, 1920.
In warm but gloomy weather the 1st Bn. The
Buffs met the 2nd Bde. R.F.A. cricket team.
This was the first battalion match of the season.
Bandmaster Elvin, winning the toss, decided to
put the Gunners in first. Play started rather
slowly, but when the score stood at 12 Sergt.
Denny found an opening by taking Mr. Purton's
wicket. On the change Sergt. Hills took the
second wicket with his third ball, the score
being 16 runs for two wickets. A bit of a stand
was then made between Q.M.S. Hutt and Gnr.
Orton, but the latter was clean bowled by Sergt.
Hills, the score being 28 runs for three wickets.
At this point of the game Sergt. Denny was
replaced by Cpl. Collier, who played havoc with
the Gunners, taking three wickets for five runs.
They gave a poor display of cricket, and their
innings closed for the small total of 55 runs.
On resuming after the tea interval Cpl.
Collier and Bandmaster Elvin opened The Buffs'
innings by giving the spectators a splendid dis
play of batting. When the score stood at 36
Bandmaster Elvin was bowled with a tricky
ball by Mr. Cornwall, his place being taken by
Sergt. Denny, who, with Cpl. Collier, carried the
score to 48 runs, when Sergt. Denny was bowled
by Mr. Cornwall. Sergt. Hills took his place,
and between Cpl. Collier and Sergt. Hills first
class cricket was the order. Sergt. Hills drove
the ball in superb style, and Cpl. Collier's cuts
were worth looking at. In this partnership
Cpl. Collier reached his 50 runs, and a shout
went up from the spectators. Eventually Cpl.
Collier was bowled by Q.M.S. Hutt with 55 runs
to his credit, and the total score of 93 for three
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wickets. Lieut. Willows was next to bat, but very useful batting Cpl. Hall was caught by
was caught in the slips by Gnr. Greaves with his Gnr. Archer at coverpoint, the score being 17
score at 5. Cpl. Woodwards was next, and he runs for one wicket. Cpl. Collier took his place,
was unfortunately bowled for 6 runs. Lieut. and play resumed with rather cautious batting,
Symons took his place ; Sergt. Hills was caught Collier driving the ball most skilfully, and the
with the next ball bowled, with 29 runs to his score gradually getting higher. At 68 Band
credit. Cpl. Hall took his place, and with master Elvin was caught in the slips,
Lieut Symons made the Gunners do some and was replaced by Sergt. Hills, who
leather hunting, Cpl. Hall sending the ball for gave a splendid display of batting. Two or
6 and scoring 14 runs off Mr. Cornwall s bowling three times he made it very uncomfortable for
in one over. From a bad ball from Sergt. the spectators. Just as it seeiped Collier and
Harris. Lieut. Symons was stumped and the Hills were going to make a great stand, a ball
partnership broken with the score 173 for seven pitched down by Gnr. Holmes took Collier's
wickets, Lieut. Symons making 23. Shortly leg stump. He made the useful score of 39
after this Cpl. Hall was given out l.b.W/with 45 Sergt. Denny took Collier's place, and after
runs to his credit, and the score 181 for eight being badly mauled with the ball was disposed
wickets. C.Q.M.S. Kelly, Bdsm. Corrigan, and of for 4. Lieut. Robertson helped the score on
Pte Perry carried the score to 185 runs between with 8, but was bowled by Dr. Cole, the total
them, and that ended the glorious innings of the score being 88 for four. L./Cpl. Revington
ist Bn. Cricket XI, who beat their opponents replaced Lieut. Robertson, but was bowled by
Mr. Wright, who was bowling a good ball.
by 130 runs.
Cpl. Woodward was next, and Sergt. Hills and
Scores :—
he did some more good batting. Another well
2nd BDE. R.F.A.
pitched ball by Mr. Wright took Sergt. Hills'
Lieut. Purton, b Sgt. Denny
...
4
wicket, who made the excellent score of 52>
Lieut. Cornwall, c Denny b Sgt. Hills
»
and the score was 136 for six wickets. The
Q.M.S. Hutt, c Lieut. Symons b Cpl. Collier
last four wickets did not do anything great,
Gnr. Orton, b Sgt. Hills
with the exception of Lieut. Willows, who made
Sgt. Yates, b Sgt. Hills
Sgt. Harris, b Cpl. Collier ...
...
5, and our side went out for the grand total of
Gnr. Greaves, st Cpl. Hall b Sgt. Collier ...
155
Dr. Hawkes, st Cpl. Hall b Cpl. Hills
After the tea interval the Gunners started to
Dr. Hall, lbw b Bandmaster Elvin
Dr. Collins, b Sgt. Hills
bat, but the deadly bowling of Sergts. Hills and
Tptr. Mellish„ not out
Denny made runs difficult to get, and the first
Extras
wicket was taken for three runs, the second for
55 six, and the third for nine. Just as the Gunners
Total ...
looked like getting a sound thrashing, Sergt.
IST BN. THE BUFFS.
Hills strained his side, and was replaced by
55
Cpl. Collier, b Q.M.S. Hutt
Cpl. Collier, who was again unlucky, for in his
11
Mr. Elvin, b Lieut. Cornwall
first over he sprained his ankle, and was replaced
5
Sgt Denny, b Lieut. Cornwall
by C.Q.M.S. Kelly, who did some splendid
29
Sgt. Hills, c Q.M.S. Hutt b Gnr. Orton ...
bowling, taking five wickets for nine runs.
5
Lieut. Willows, c Greaves b Gnr. Orton ...
6
Cpl. Woodward, b Gnr. Orton
Capt. Howard played good cricket for the Gun
23
Lieut. Symons, st Sgt. Yates b Sgt. Hams
ners,
and made 25 not out. The Gunners being
45
Cpl. Hall, lbw b Dr. Collins
...
...
outplayed, their innings ended with a total of
C.Q.M.S. Kelly, c Lieut. Cornwall b Sgt. Harris
1 65. The rst Buffs won the match by 90 runs.
Bdsmn. Corrigan, not out ...
...

o
Pte. Perry, c Lieut. Purton b Dr. Collins
Scores :—
3
Extras
1ST BN. THE BUFFS.
... 185
Total
Mr. Elvin, c S.M. Home b Bdr. Holmes ...
15
10
Cpl. Hall, c Sdlr. Archer b Gnr. Oliver ...
IST BN. THE BUFFS v. 31ST BDE. R.F.A.

Played at Cahir on June 2nd, 1920.
In favourable weather the 1st Buffs Cricket
XI journeyed to Cahir to play the 31st Bde.
R.F.A. After winning the toss, the home team
decided to field. Our first two men to bat were
Bandmaster Elvin and Cpl. Hall. After some

Cpl. Collier, b Bdr. Holmes
Sgt. Hills, b Lieut. Wright ...
Sgt. Denny, b Lieut. Wright
Lieut. Robertson, b Dr. Cole
Cpl. Revington, b Lieut. Wright ...
Cpl. Woodward, c Holmes, b Lieut. Wright
Lieut. Willows, b Dr. Cole ...
C.Q.M.S. Kelly, b Dr. Cole
Pte. Perry, not out
Extras
Total ...

39

52

3

11

5

o
2

6
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31ST BDE. R.F.A.
S.M. Home, c Perry b Sgt. Hills ...
Bdr. Holmes, lbw b Sgt. Hills
Lieut. Wright, b Sgt. Denny
Capt. Howard, not out
Dr. Cole, b Sgt. Denny
...
Sgt. Carr, c Sgt. Denny b C.Q.M.S. Kelly
Gnr. Henson, run out
...
Gnr. Oliver, b C.Q.M.S. Kelly
Dr. Fuller, c Revington, b Mr. Elvin
Sdlr. Archer, c Perry b C.Q.M.S. Kelly ...
Gnr. Clarke, b C.Q.M.S. Kelly
Extras
Total

—

6
0
2
25
8
12
0
2
4
3
0
3

...

65

...
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REGIMENTAL GAZETTE.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (16/3/20): 11671
Pte. J. Scott, " C " Coy. ; 13017, Pte. G. Batson, " C "
Coy. ; 11571 Pte. H. Hayden, " C " Coy.; 12281 Pte. J.
Creasey, " C " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (19/3/20)
13169 Pte. T. Marsh, "B" Coy.; 11886 Pte. F.
Coombes, " B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (22/3/20) ;—
10194 Pte. C. Ballard, " C " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (27/3/20) :—
13148 Pte. C. Crick, " C " Coy.
Promoted Temporary Corporals, with pay, with effect
from 27/3/20, to complete establishment:—11688
L/Cpl. J. Read, "C" Coy.; 10066 L./Cpl. W. Adams,
" C " Coy.; 10147 L./Cpl. W. Cornwell, " B " Coy. ;
10967 L./Cpl. W. Barham, " C " Coy. ; 9897 L./Cpl. A.
Staples, " B " Coy. ; 11592 L./Cpl. E. Longland, " D "
Coy. ; 11927 L./Cpl. W. Stace, " C " Coy. ; 12319 L./Cpl.
W. Hamer, " A " Coy. ; 9480 L./Cpl. J. O'Donnell,
" A " Coy. ; 10635 L./Cpl. F. Cook, " A " Coy. ; 12764
L./Cpl. L. Cass, " B " Coy. Appointed Paid Lance
Corporals, to complete establishment, with effect
from 27/3/20:—12525 L./Cpl. E. Kent, " D " Coy.;
9644 L./Cpl. W. Jones, "C" Coy.; 12317 L./Cpl.
W. Willing, " C " Coy. ; 12300 L./Cpl. W. Haw
thorne, " C " Coy. ; 9999 L./Cpl. J. Whittaker,
" B " Coy. ; 12199 L./Cpl. R. Belsey, " B " Coy. ;
11477 L./Cpl. W. Leeson, "D" Coy.; 12270 L./Cpl.
C. Gordien, " C " Coy. ; 12633 L./Cpl. A. Kerry, " C "
Coy.; 11951 L./Cpl. G. Brophy, "A" Coy.; 11992
L./Cpl. J. Vye, "A" Coy.; 11455 L./Cpl. J. Bates,
" B " Coy. ; 12572 L./Cpl. F. Harris, " B " Coy. ;
12678 L./Cpl. R. Peebles, "B" Coy.; 11671 L./Cpl.
J. Scott, " B " Coy: ; 13017 L./Cpl. G. Batson, *' C "
Coy.; 11571 L./Cpl. H. Hayden, "C" Coy.; 13169
L./Cpl. T.' Manuel, "B" Coy.; 11880 L./Cpl. F.
Coombes, " B " Coy. ; 10194 L./Cpl. C. Ballard, C
Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (28/3/20) :—
11999 Pte. R. Freeman, "A" Coy.; 11464 Pte. E.
Rice, " B " Coy. ; 11775 Pte. C. Stredwick, " C " Coy. ;
12023 Pte. H. West, " A " Coy. ; 12161 Pte. G. Delaney,
"B" Coy.; 12303 Pte. J. Coddington, "C" Coy.;
12033 Pte. H. Adams, " A " Coy. ; 9954 Pte. W. Phelan,
" B " Coy. ; 12585 Pte. W. Hemstead, " C " Coy. ;
12005 Pte. H. Shorter, " A " Coy. ; 12520 Pte. J. Down
ton, " B " Coy. ; 13166 Pte. G. Gosbee, " C " Coy. ;
11957 Pte. A. Couchman, " A " Coy. ; 13186 Pte. C.
Johnson, "B" Coy.; 11642 Pte. W. Brennan, "C"
Coy.
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Appointed Paid LanceCorporals (3°/3/20) : 13335
L./Cpl. S. Hadlow, "C" Coy.; 31753 L./Cpl. F.
Matthews, " C " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (6/4/20)
10121 Bdsmn. J. Wright, " A " Coy. ; {)I>99 Bdsmn. A.
Meakin, " A " Coy. ; 11813 Dmr. H. Bulgin, " D " Coy.;
12655 Dmr. F. Coleman, " C " Coy.
Appointed ActingSergeant and held supernumerary
to establishment (1/4/20) (authority: Pamphlet A.,
Educational Scheme in Military Hospitals, 24/Gen./
6991 (SD.8), dated 30/4/19)
H74I pte H Jennings,
" D " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (9/4/2°) :—"452
Pte. A. Still, " D " Coy.
Appointed ActingSergeant with pay whilst carrying
out duties of ProvostSergeant to complete establish
ment
12084 A./Cpl. F. Grainger, " B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (20/4/20) .
11971 Pte. F. Michell, " A " Coy.
Appointed Bandsman, vice 10305 W. Royle, reverted
20/3/20 :—10351 Pte. R. Corrigan, " B " Coy.
Appointed Bandsman, vice 9480 J. O'Donnell, pro
moted 27/3/20 :—10664 Pte. F. Collins, A Loy.
Appointed Bandsman, vice 10147 W. Cornwell, pro
moted 27/3/20 :—10304 Pte. G. Howett, " A Coy.
BIRTHS.
12322 Pte. B. Morley, " D" Coy. son, Albert
Somme Morley, born 12/1/20.
8299 C.Q.M.S. G. Bridgeland, " A " Coy.—daughter,
Eileen LiHan, born at Fermoy, 26/3/20.
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION.
9982 Sgt. E. Long, " D " Coy., qualified in Light
Trench Mortar Course, 5/1/20 to 6/2/20.
8613 C.S.M.I.M. R. Dixon, " A " Coy., qualified in
54th Rifle and Bayonet Course, Ballykinlar, ist Class.
10026 Sgt. J. Stuart, " D " Coy., qualified in 54th
Rifle and Bayonet Course, Ballykinlar, 2nd Class.
10621 Cpl. C. McNeir, " D " Coy., passed as " Dis
tinguished " at Bombing Course, Small Arms School,
Hythe, 25/3/20.
CERTIFICATES OF ARMY EDUCATION.
Awarded ist Class Certificate of Education (11/3/20),
Passed in Group I, ist Class:—27159 Sgt. F. Gill,
" A " Coy.
Certificate Examination (11/3/20) :—8357 R.S.M.
H. Martin "A" Coy.; 11536 sgt. H Wright, "D"
Coy. ; 11406 Pte. J. Dawson, " D " Coy.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Army Education
(11/3/20) :—11960 Pte. A. Aston, " A " Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificates of Army Education
(q/3/20): 10608 Cpl. A. Vale, " C " Coy.; 10660 Cpl. F.
Sidwell, " C " Coy. ; 12046 Pte. H. Reynolds, " C "
Coy. ; 12281 Pte. J. Creasey, " C " Coy. ; 11955 Pte. G.
Goodman, "A" Coy.; 11511 pte. J. Palmer, "D"
Coy.; 11422 Pte. E. Hammond, "A" Coy.; 11643
Pte. C. Cattermole, " B " Coy. ; 12759 Pte. J. Spicer,
" B " Coy. ; 11288 Pte. J. Coombes, " B " Coy. ; 12786
Pte. P. Cozens, " B " Coy. ; 12005 Pte. H. Shorter,
"A" Coy.; 11775 Pte. C. Stredwick, "C" Coy.;
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Army Education
(13/4/20) :—11263 Boy W. Cross, " D " Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificates of Army Education
(13/4/20) :—12633 L./Cpl. A. Kerry, " A " Coy. ; 11671
L./Cpl. J . Scott, " A " Coy.; 11736 L./Cpl. A. Busby,
" C" Coy.; 12158 L./Cpl. T. Revington, "C" Coy.;
11305Dmr. W. Baker, "D" Coy.; 11984 Pte.H.Osborne,
"A" Coy. ; 12492 Pte. W. Wiltshire, "A" Coy. ; 10399
Pte. H. Kirkaldie, " B" Coy. ; 12155 Pte. S. Cowell,
"C" Coy. ; 12259 Pte. A. Burville, "C" Coy.; 12098
Pte. F. Reid, " C " Coy. ; 12310 Pte. J. Easton, " C "
Coy. ; 13105 Boy A. Horton. " C " Coy.
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MARRIED ROLL.

12199 L./Cpl. R. Belsey, " B " Coy.—Wife, Jessie,
brought on Married Roll, 23/2/20.
10514 Cpl. H. Lendrim, " A " Coy.—Wife, Bessie,
brought on Married Roll, 3/3/2CT.
10010 L./Cpl. W. Clover, " B " Coy.—Wife, Jennie,
brought on Married Roll, 16/3/20.
11463 Sgt, W. Clarke, "D" Coy.—Wife, Nellie,
brought on Married Roll, 22/3/20.
8884 Cpl. W. Watson, " D " Coy.—Wife, Louisa,
brought on Married Roll, 12/4/20.
DISPERSAL.
12757 Pte. J. Finch, " C" Coy., proceeded for
dispersal, 8/3/20.
9981 Sgt. F. Buss, " C " Coy., proceeded for dispersal,
12/3/20.
9982 Sgt. E. Long, " D " Coy., proceeded for dis
persal, 17/3/20.
11486 Cpl. F. Hollands, "A" Coy., proceeded for
dispersal, 17/3/20.
9994 Sgt. J. Osmotherly, " A " Coy., proceeded for
dispersal, 10/4/20.
9990 Pte. A. Hills, " A " Coy., proceeded for dis
persal, 10/4/20.
9991 Pte. W. Higgins, " C " Coy., proceeded for dis
persal, 10/4/20.
EXTENSION OF SERVICE.
10010 L./Cpl. W. Clover, " B " Coy., extended his
service to complete 12 years with the Colours, 16/3/20.
(Authority, O.C. 1 /Buffs.)
9731 Sgt. A. Larkin, " C " Coy., extended his service
to complete 12 years with the Colours, 18/3/20.
(Authority, O.C. 1 Buffs).
9682 C.S.M. J. MacWalter, " B " Coy., reengaged at
Fermoy for The Buffs to complete 21 years' service.
(Authority, O.C. 1/Buffs.)
5987 C.S.M. F. Verlander, " C " Coy., permitted to
continue in the Service beyond 21 years, 30/3/20.
(Authority, W.O. letter, 27/Infy./4859, dated 24/3/20.)
8884 Cpl. W. Watson, " D " Coy., reengaged at
Fermoy for The Buffs to complete 21 years' service.
(Authority, O.C. i/Buffs.)
DISCHARGES.
11446 L./Cpl. A. Travis, "A" Coy., discharged,
being no longer physically fit for war service. (Para.
392 (xvi) K.R. 26/2/20.)

YOUNG LATHAMS
FAREWELL TO THE BUFFS.
A MERRY ODE.
I've been in some plights that were strange',
But there's one no one ever could guess
That I'd find myself sad at the change,
When I found myself out of a Mess.
There are messes and messes, of course :
When a cat puts his foot in the jam,
The mess a shell makes of a horse,
Or a singlepip Lieut, of a ham.

There is, too, a South African brand,
It records half the meals of a week,
Its handle turns round in the hand,
And it smells of fish, mealies, and leek.
And in vain one may shout to the Boy
" Ikona pukili lo mess " ;
It gives him an innocent joy
Which no fuming or threats will suppress.
And then there's the kind in Paree,
Where the maidens all go to la Messe,
But its raptures would never tempt me
With my fifty years' sins to confess !
But a Mess without any alloy,
Where they can't make one welcome
enough,
Is my,home for eight months in Fermoy
In the Officers' Mess of The Buff.
Where I ne'er heard a word to annoy
From any brave Buff, drunk or sober,
And the President's cheques were a joy,
So low were the bills—last October !
Your kindness is so well maintained
That an ancestor, even, you've found me ;
But if that connection is strained,
Why, I've had more than brothers around
me !
J. L.
<v>

<>

"A" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
Sad times have visited Fermoy, and the sighs
of many a fair colleen may be heard for miles
around, like the sighing of the wind on a
summer's evening.
The reason for this lamentable state of affairs
is not far to seek. To the observer it is all
too plain. The cream of The Buffs have tem
porarily departed. In short, " A " Company
has gone away on detachment. 
Scattered far and wide they are over the
length and breadth of this sunless isle.
A few there are who guard the portals at
Rosslare, and watch with envious eyes, like
lions in a cage, others going on leave each
night. Those belong to No. 4 Platoon.
The remainder of this Platoon guard, with
unflagging zeal, the barracks at Waterford.
They spend their spare time (if any), we are
told, shaving themselves with the sharp creases
in their trousers.
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Others there are who, in close liaison with
the Senior Service, defend against all odds the
wireless station at Carnsore Point.
Bathing is the chief attraction at this popular
watering place, but cricket is also sometimes
played on the beach. A match was played the
other day against the Navy, but the sea was
the final arbiter, and swamped the pitch.
Most of No. 2 Platoon are now quartered in
the barracks at Wexford. If Fermoy is sad,
then Wexford is glad, for, in spite of the Sinn
Fein veto, the lassies have not been backward
in picking their " boys " from The Buffs.
Those who are left to " hold the fort " at
Fermoy have done their best to add to the
previous athletic successes of the Company.
But, alas ! the fickle maid called Fortune has
added but few favours to her previous gifts.
In the InterCompany Hockey Competition
" A " Company was beaten by " D " on May
12th by three goals to one.
In the Bayonet Fighting Competition " A "
had a hard fight with " C." So close was the
contest that the team leaders had to fight it
out amongst themselves, like the gladiators of
old, while the opposing forces stood aside and
watched the conflict. L./Cpl. Bell was the
leader of " A," so he had to fight Cpl. Crump,
the leader of " C." Cpl. Crump turned the
scale for his Company.
In the athletic sports " A " Company proved
to be the best athletic company, and Sergt.
Burville to be the best athlete in the Battalion.
" A " Company share the honour this year
with " C" Company of winning the Harris
Shield, both Companies having gained seven
points each.
The following represented the Company in
the Bayonet Fighting Competition :—L.Cpl.
Bell (team leader), R.S.M. Martin, C.S.M.I.
M. Dixon, Sergt. Cross, Sergt. Jones, Cpl. Amos,
Cpl. Taylor, Cpl. Hamer, Pte. Perry.
<j>

" B " COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
The Company found Fermoy rather relaxing
after the bracing air of Moore Park. The
InterCompany crossCountry run took place
a week after our return. There were seventeen
starters, and the first three to finish were as
follows:—(i) Pte. Eyers, (2) Pte. Hogbin,
(3) Cpl. Cornwall.
A telegram of hearty congratulations was sent
by all ranks to Lieut. Wilson on the day of his
marriage, April 14th.

n

A very exciting game of hockey took place
between " B " and " C " Companies, which
resulted in a win for " B " by 1—o. Cpl. Hall,
captain of the team, played a great game, and
saved several shots for goal.
InterPlatoon Football.—No. 5 beat No. 7,
3—x ; No. 6 beat No. 8, 8—1.
All ranks wish L./Cpl. Nicholson, L./Cpl.
Whittaker, and Pte. Davis the very best of
luck on their leaving the regiment, their time
being up.
On May ist we marched up to Kilworth
Camp to fire our Annual Musketry Course. The
first few days are best described in Biblical
language, otherwise their description would not
be fit for publication :—
And it came to pass that Mor, king of the
Beeites, did gird up his loins and take unto
himself a journey even unto the camp of Kil,
in the land of Worth, that flowed not with milk
and honey. And the way was steep with many
windings.
And, lo and behold, he saw many tabernacles
of divers sizes arranged in order. And there
came Elders unto him, saying, " Surely thou
art Mor, king of the Beeites?" And he
answered, saying, " Verily I am he." Then
spake they, saying, " These are thy tabernacles,
do as thou like with them." And the Beeites
made fires, and there arose a savour as of food
being cooked.
And it came to pass that there appeared
many clouds in the heavens, and a rushing,
mighty wind. And there came a false prophet
saying, " Surely it will not rain." Ana even
as he spake the clouds did break and water
did pour out of the heavens. And there never
was such rain recorded in the chronicles of the
children of Bee or their forefathers. And it
was the evening and the morning of the first day.
And for two days and two nights the wind
and the waters abated not.
And it came to pass that on the third day
the heavens did clear, and the Beeites sallied
forth arrayed as if for battle. And they passed
out of the Camp of Kil to a plain near by,
where they did make practice with javelins,
and with bows at targets. And there came on
horseback three wise men, and they did counsel
with Mor, saying, " Surely is not the wind and
the rain unfavourable to thy practice ?" And
Mor answered and said unto them, "It is as
thou sayest." And it came to pass that the
children of Bee did practise daily with their
javelins and with their bows. And the wind
and the rain came down together. And even
as the heavens cleared the wind blew. And
when the wind blew not the clouds poured with
rain. And the practice was bad.
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C" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
At the Regimental Boxing Tournament, held
in the Gymnasium on May 8th, 1920, the
Company only managed to secure 7 points.
But those who did take part did full credit to
themselves.
L./Cpl. Revington, " C " Company, met Pte.
Griffiths, " D " Company, in the first round of
the Middleweights. This went the full three
rounds. There was not a great deal to choose
between the two, only Griffiths was the more
aggressive, and succeeded in winning on points.
Pte. Wratten, " C" Company, beat Pte.
Foat, " D " Company, in the first round of the
Bantams. This was rather unlucky for Foat,
as he was by far the better man ; but he would
insist on hitting low, and after being cautioned
twice he was eventually disqualified, the verdict
going to Wratten. Wratten was badly shaken
up, and unable to take part in the evening
programme.
Cpl. Read, " C " Company, beat Pte. Shaw,
" D " Company, in the first round of the
Feathers. This was a very good bout, Read
doing all the forcing and gaining the verdict
on points.
Pte. Stone, " C " Company, met Sergt. Real,
" D " Company, and was knocked out in one
and a half rounds. Although Stone had only
been discharged from hospital two days, he
put up a grand fight, and, as well as receiving
a deal of punishment, he also issued nearly as
much.
The boxing was continued in the evening of
the same day, but " C " Company only had two
competitors.
Cpl. Read, " C " Company, beat Pte. Watts,
" A " Company. This was also another good

show by Read, who lost no time in sparring.
Watts is a proper glutton for the game, but
Read's superior reach stopped him on several
occasions, and at the end of the bout Read
gained the decision on points.
OFFICERS' MIDDLEWEIGHTS.

Lieut. N. G. Wale, " C" Company, met

2ndLieut. W. G. Cass, " A " Company. This

proved to be very disastrous for Mr. Wale,
who is purely a novice, much taller than Mr.
Cass, who is a terrific hitter. As soon as the
gong sounded, Mr. Cass sailed in and commenced
operations. It was soon evident what the result
was going to be. The first minute's fighting
saw Mr. Wale put to the floor for nine seconds.
He regained his feet in a very groggy condition,
and Mr. Cass simply stepped in and delivered
the knockout. Mr. Wale dropped both arms
and fell flat on his back, and his head came in
contact with the floor of the ring with an awful
crash, consequently he was unconscious for
quite ten to fifteen minutes.
This ended " C" Company's part in the
Regimental Boxing Tournament.
" C " COMPANY'S EVENTS IN THE REGIMENTAL
SPORTS, MAY I6TH—17TH.

Bayonet Fighting.—" C " Company fought
" A " Company in the first round. This was
very close, and the result was that the team
leaders had to fight off. Cpl. Crump, " C "
Company, beat L./Cpl. Bell, " A " Company.
The final was between " C " Company and
" B " Company. This was also very close, and
again the team leaders had to fight off. Cpl.
Crump, " C" Company, beat Sergt. Daniels,
" B " Company.
Thus " C " Company won the Bayonet Fight
ing Cup, which was a great disappointment to
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one company in particular, who really thought
it was theirs, bar shouting.
TugofWar (no stone).—Best two pulls out
of three, 12 feet pull.
First Round : " C " Company beat " D "
Company. This was pretty onesided, as " C "
Company's team pulled like one man, and suc
ceeded in winning the first two pulls easily.
The final was pulled between " C " and " A "
Companies. This was a very good and exciting
pull. " C " Company won the first pull, and
" A " Company won the second, and at this
point everyone was very excited when the teams
changed over for the final pull, and, after a
grand tussle, " C " Company managed to pull
"A" Company over.
Sergt. Ravenscroft, " C " Company, did some
splendid running, as usual. He succeeded in
winning the One Mile, Regimental ; Three Miles,
Regimental; and the One Mile, Open to the
Garrison. He also took part in the Company
Relay, enabling " C " Company to take second
place.
L./Cpl. Jones, " C " Company, took second
place in the Regimental 100 Yards.
Lieut. N. G. Wale, " C" Company, took
second place in the Hurdles, and also won the
High Jump (5 feet 4 inches) ; also third in the
Long Jump (16 feet iif inches).
Ladies' ThreeLegged Race.—" C " Company
had two representatives in this race. Mrs.
Denny, " C " Company, ran with Mrs. McWalter,
" B" Company, and succeeded in winning.
Mrs. Wilson, " C" Company, ran with Mrs
Burville, " A" Company, and took second
place. This pair would have won easily, but
a few yards from the winning post the handker
chief came untied.
L./Cpl. Souster, " C " Company, was fourth
in the Sack Race.
" C " Company took second place in the Boat
Race.
Private Hopper, " C " Company, was second
in the Bumping Melee.
L./Cpl. Creasey, " C " Company, took second
place in the Long Jump (17 feet 3 inches).
HOCKEY.

" C " Company met " A " Company in the
first round for the Regimental Shield, and after
a very hard game " A " Company won 1—nil.

—.—<?>

"D" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,

We in " D" Company much regret that
our notes and news for this month reached
you so late. Our excuse must be that we were
so split up with our detachments at Waterford
(Headquarters and No. 14 Platoon), Wexford
and Rosslare.No. 13 Platoon and Lieut. D'Arcy
Symons' Platoon at Carnsore, and No. 16 Platoon
at Fermoy. We were relieved at length by
"A "Company, and almost immediately pro
ceeded to Kilworth Camp for musketry.
Major GrovesRaines, on the return of Lieut.
Colonel Power, came back to the Company, and
Capt. Pinhey is now SecondinCommand.
The weather on the whole was good, though
at times the sound of mallets and other noises
in the late hours of the night and the early
hours of the morning testified to the fact that
someone had failed, before turning in, to slacken
the ropes of his tent. " Take heed to this, ye
young and inexperienced Deeites."
Our life was free from alarms and excite
ment, until by some mischance the Major's
tent ascended in clouds of smoke to the heavens.
However, owing to the alertness of the inlying
piquet, who had just been awakened from their
slumbers for check roll call, his goods and
chattels were saved, with the exception of the
bed and valise. The former, we hear, did not
belong to him. A few days later another ex
citement was added to our humdrum existence,
through Pte. Supple shooting himself through
the arm. Luckily, his tent companion quickly
took cover under a blanket, and thus escaped
injury.
Our efforts in the sporting line have been
small owing to our scattered state. We, how
ever, made a close thing of the InterCompany
Boxing, and had Pte. Foat not been disqualified
we should have no doubt stood well in to win.
Our congratulations go to L./Cpl. Kent for his
plucky efforts in the sports, and to our relay
team in their excellent win.
We should do well in the cricket, with such
old stagers as Kelly, Hill, and Cpl. Collier. The
net practice at Kilworth should have done us a
lot of good, and it should be a very difficult
ball to take the wicket of either of these re
doubtable players. Mr. Symons will be a loss
to the team, but with so many keen players
in the Company it should not be hard to replace
him.
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We have lost C.S.M. Saunders. May luck
go with him in his new sphere of life. In his
place we welcome the transfer of C.S.M. McWal
ter from " B " Company. McWalter was one
of us when war broke out, and those of us who
served then will remember the sterling work
he did as a runner in those days.
Yours truly,
"D."

The bravery and simplicity of the Indian
Babus is proverbial in the British Army.
One of these in a campaign in German East
Africa was in charge of a railway station which
was about to be attacked by the Germans.
This was the wire that he sent to Head
quarters :—
" One hundred Germans attacking station.
Send immediately one rifle and one hundred
rounds of ammunition."
<j>

<j>

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.
Stationed in such a tumultuous country, we
unfortunately find our social side of life rather
impeded. Duty calls us and scatters us broad
cast. In consequence we discover the Mess
more often than not deserted, and lately things
have been very quiet. But in spite of this,
there have been one or two diversions.
The interest in dancing, owing to the approach
of summer, is somewhat waning, and our
Wednesday social evenings have gradually
faded away. The fine weather and long even
ings are not conducive to dancing. ,
A large dance was arranged in commemora
tion of Albuhera Day on May 14th, 1920, in
the Gymnasium. It was very enjoyable and
well arranged, thanks to C.S.M. Verlander,
Sergt. Emery, and Sergt. Morgan.
The Battalion Sports took place on Albuhera
Day. The weather was very unsatisfactory;
still, in spite of this, the day was enjoyable.
R.Q.M.S. Martin came in first in the Veterans'
Race, and also in the Sergeants' Race. Sergt.
Ravenscroft was quite a shining light, winning
the Open Mile and various other races. We
must congratulate Sergt. Burville upon the
achievement of being the best allround athlete
in the Battalion, thereby winning the Gold
Medal. The names of Sergt. Cross and Sergt.
Burville were very often heard at the prize
distribution.
We made an attempt at cricket, and played
a match against " C" Company, but found

them a little too much for us. Our team was
not the strongest we could muster though.
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES.

We welcome the return of our old friend
" Jona," who arrived after his long vacation
" just the same as last year."
BIRTH.

On May 25th, 1920, at Fermoy, to Sergt.
Russell and wife—a daughter, Estelle May
Annie.
SCIM.

\

IN THE BARBER'S CHAIR.
MAJOR G

R

Goodmornin', Sir. Jest a moderate trim,
Sir ? Tike a chair, Sir, tike a chair. Loverly
wevver we're 'aving now; makes me want to
be off to the races, it do.
Wot's that, Sir ? You say you've 'ad enough
'orse racin' for this week ? Well, Sir, so've I
too.
Lorst four bob meself, I 'ave, this week.
Gettin' tips orf Mess telegrams ain't wot they
was.
I 'ad Buchan and Dynamo straight from one
of 'em 'ere waiters. Sorry I snipped yer, Sir,
but you mus'nt twist yer 'ead so sharply.
Wot d'yer say ? Backed 'em yerself, Sir.
Well, that's 'ard luck.
Wish I could find out what the fishes' names
was ; perhaps them's the tips.
Wouldn't 'art like to be up at Kilwort Camp
agin, Sir. What d'yer say ? So would you if
yer 'ad another camp bed.
Well, wot did yer do wit yer last one ? 'Ad
a haccident wit it, did yer ? I know ! I've
'eard all about 'em haccidents at two in the
morning.
What d'yer say ? It don't matter about
the bed, 'cause it wasn't youm. Well, that's
alright.
Gettin' a bit fin on the top, Sir, ain't yer ?
Wot do yer say, Sir ? Going to 'ave it shaved,
Sir. I wouldn't do that, Sir; but if yer does,
I should wear one of them there skullcaps when
it starts to grow agin, Sir, 'cause it do look
'orrible like, don't it ? Wot d'yer say ? You've
noticed it too.
Shall I put somefink on, Sir ? No! Orl
right, Sir.
Goo' day, Sir, and thank you.

4
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MORE SHOOTING IN
IRELAND.
ANOTHER TRAGEDY.
Stealthily we crept out—six of us. We crept
out over the wall and down on to the road out
side the town, all armed to the teeth, with guns
loaded and ready for instant action.
When on the road we shook out into a forma
tion that would give mutual support in an
emergency. In pairs we marched, with fifty
yards between, and kept close in under the bank
so as to minimize the chances of being observed.
Not a soul was to be seen on the road as we
marched—only we six—and perhaps it was as
well.
As the head of our little column reached a
bend in the road, a perceptible slackening in the
pace might have been observed. We advanced
with even more stealthy gait, taking advantage
of every scrap of cover that was available.
Click, click! The leading pair had cocked
their guns.
Thirty yards beyond is the Ballymacring
crossroads. They are concealed by high over
hanging hedges, and above them a little clump
of beechtrees cluster in close companionship.
Our leader held up his hand in warning.
" Quietly now, quietly," he breathed ; " there
may be some here. Close up in rear. . . .
Come on—quietly !"
Quickly and silently we all closed up and
advanced on tiptoe, scarcely daring to breathe.
We were about to do that which we had dis
cussed and planned many a night before,
secreted in an upper room, and sitting round a
blazing fire, drawing at our pipes.
" Look ! There they are. Six of 'em !" our
leader whispered. " Just a little closer to make
quite sure. Steady now, steady !"
Slowly, foot by foot, we crept along under the
hedge, with heads craned forward, intent on
our quarry, all unconscious of our approach.
" Now let 'em have it!" he whispered.
We threw our guns rapidly into our shoulders,
and six shots rang out almost simultaneously,
closely followed by three more. Some of us
were taking no chances and fired a second barrel.
We ran swiftly forward, eager to discover
our prey.
Five dead bodies lay on the green turf at our
feet. At least, one was not quite dead, so it
was knocked roughly on the head till it moved
no more.
" Hide them in here," our leader cried jubi
lantly; " we can pick them up on our return."
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We resumed our old formation and hurried
on, intent on committing more slaughter.
" Hurry up," our leader warned ; " it's get
ting dark, and this is just the best time."
After a little while we stepped off the road
and followed down a little track, which we knew
would lead us to an even better position, where
many of our quarry were sure to gather on a
night like this.
The darkness began speedily to gather
round us. Moreover, the clouds—which had
been hanging round all that afternoon—at last
could hold their burden no longer, and it rained
in torrents.
" Look there !" suddenly exclaimed the man
in front as he stopped motionless ; " there are
two more. Shall we have a shot ?"
We did. Two more victims fell to us.
" I think that will do for today," said our
leader; " it's getting too dark to do much more.
Let's go home."
We turned about and made tracks for home.
" Don't forget the others," said one, as we
came upon the crossroads once more.
We turned into the hidingplace and picked
up our limp burdens.
Slowly we trudged home.
" What have you got there ?" said my wife.
" Seven of them ! That is good. We must
celebrate the event by giving a little luncheon
party. If there is one thing I do like better
than another, it is—pigeon pie."
R. T.
«<S>

CORRESPONDENCE.
The following letter has been received from
Lieut. B. E. Davies, M.C. It throws an in
teresting light on events in the Near East.
" SEVASTOPOL,

" DEAR

,

"May 15 th, 1920.

" I wonder how everything is going on
with the Battalion these days. Haven't had
a scrap of news since I last saw Colonel Power
in Cologne. . . . They pushed me off here as
a Staff Captain to a liaison group practically
from Germany, and I was made a G.3 on arrival.
It's been very interesting, and at times pretty
unpleasant, but at bottom, I fear, a useless sort
of show, and I am glad now to be leaving. I
am trying to get back to the Regiment as soon
as possible . . . but may decide I shall fight
the (Turkish) Nationalists in Anatolia instead.
The last boatload (which incidentally contained
Whittaker and Forward) have all been hung up,
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and are, I believe, now administering refugees
at Mudros. The mission is being gradually
cut down, and next month, I believe, fades a*way
altogether. I see that The Buffs won the Cross
country show at Camberley. Heartiest con
gratulations to everybody. . . .
" We were all pushed out rather uncere
moniously from South Russia by the Bolos—
a pretty rotten show really. None of the
Russians fought very seriously after they lost
the Don, and have now taken refuge in
the Crimea. Managed to have a look round
the battlefields ; very interesting, but extra
ordinarily minute. Sevastopol is not too bad
a place at all really, but have only been here a
few days, waiting for the boat. Balaclava is a
delightfully pretty spot, but up country and
on the front is rather uninteresting. Heaven
knows what is going to happen now. We may
hold this as a sort of thorn in the side of the
Bolo, but the Russians are very unreliable, and
eaten through and through with political in
trigue, depravity, and war weariness. Many
eyes are now turned towards the new States of
Georgia and Azerbedjhan (don't think this is
spelt right), and so farther to Persia and the
North West Frontier. Someone'11 have to fight
the Bolo sooner or later, I expect."

2nd BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
The Editor regrets the nonarrival of the
2nd Battalion Notes. The Staff have perused
the 2nd Battalion Orders received, and, with
the help of a " hot meal and ice allowance,"
hope they have been able to produce a few items
of interest.
What price " hot meal and ice allowance " ?
Congratulations to Sergt. Goldfinch on being
awarded the D.C.M.
Congratulations to Capt. G. F. Hamilton,
M.C., on being granted an advance of Rs. 300.
(How long does it last ?)
We hope that Lieut. C. H. M. Brooke has no
ill effects after his visit to the Pasteur Institute
at Kasauli.
Congratulations to Pte. Nye on his promotion
to Sergeant, and to Sergts. F. Mannering,
V. Holdness, and A. Tong on obtaining their
firstclass Instructors' Certificates at the Small
Arms School, Pachmari.
We regret that Mule No. 86 was admitted to
hospital on June 22nd, 1920, and trust that the
rest of the Battalion are in good health.

BIRTHS.
10263 Pte. A. Mallion—a daughter (30/5/20).
7051 R.S.M. A. Andrews—a son (6/6/20).
11843 L./Cpl. J. Middleton—a son (16/6/20).
DEATHS.
10681 Pte. J. Hall, " C " Company (4/6/20).
10990 Pte. R. Spellman, " B " Company (26/3/20) ;
12064 Pte. G. Kirkwood, " A " Company (27/3/20) ;
11376 Pte. G. Croxall, "D" Company (4/4/20)—all
from enteric fever.
ir20i Pte. Davis (26/6/20)—Multan.
DRAFT.
Nominal Roll of Draft which proceeded to join the
2nd Battalion The Buffs, per s.s. Main, from Liverpool
on Tuesday, March 16th, 1920, and joined 3/6/20 :—
11578 Sgt. E. Dowse ; 10330 L./Cpl. E. East; 11348
L./Cpl. A. Burgess; 11881 L./Cpl. E. Clark; 11371
L./Cpl. I. Waghorn ; 11413 L./Cpl. A. Taylor; 11958
Pte. S. Mercer ; 12412 Pte. J. Whitsed ; 12042 Pte A.
Wade; 11969 Pte. C. Cole; 12032 Pte. T. Pilcher;
12415 Pte. S. Cage ; 11929 Pte. T. Bean ; 11418 Pte. H.
Dorrington ; 11942 Pte. J. Berry; 11427 Pte. P. Card ;
11890 Pte. H. Cogger ; 12017 Pte. H. Dunk ; 11938 Pte.
F. Gibbs ; 11882 Pte. J. Lemar ; 11952 Pte. R. Wood ;
12037 Pte. G. Atkins; 12401 Pte. W. Cleak ; 21994
Pte. F. Farmer ; 12069 Pte. W. Osborne ; 12031 Pte.
Pte. C. Richardson ; n 740 Pte. W. Hooper ; 9358 Pte.
J. Fitzgerald; f20n Pte. F. Howell; 10519 Pte. E.
Laughton ; 11946 Pte. E. Rosser ; 11928 Pte. H. Spice;
11985 Pte. F. Thompson; 12055 Pte. F. Copcutt ;
12411 Pte. P. Newman; 12035 Pte. F. Simpson;
12429 Pte. J. Woodley; 12046 Pte. H. Reynolds ;
12063 Pte. E. Stretton ; 11375 Pte. E. Ross; 13014
Pte. G. Atkinson; 11273 Boy H. Siffloet; 10325
L./Cpl. G. Mitchell; 12387 Pte. F. Ansell; 10630 Pte.
G. Beale ; 11288 Pte. J. Coombs ; 11888 Pte. S.
Gregory; 10970 Pte. G. Hastings; 11598 Pte. H.
Lapham; 12784 Pte. S. Munn; 12857 Pte. R. Nightin
gale ; 11857 Pte. T. Trigg; 11740 Pte. W. Cooper;
12773 Pte. W. White ; 11202 Pte. S. Beale ; 12119 Pte.
L. Chamberlain ; 10332 Pte. A. Cooper ; 11380 Pte. A.
Fuller ; 11367 Pte. W. Giles ; 11722 Pte. E. Hammond ;
11895 Pte. A. Hill ; 10799 Pte. W. Moore ; 11902 Pte.
W. Muncey; 12151 Pte. P. Palmer; 11669 Pte. G.
Shallow; 11851 Pte. H. Toall; 11756 Pte. A. Vyse ;
11643 Pte. G. Cattermole ; 12549 Pte. S. Carnall;
12245 Pte. S. Bailey ; 12477 Pte. J. Blackwell; 10317
Pte. H. Church ; 12765 Pte. G. Downham ; 12761 Pte.
F. French ; 11879 Pte. E. Hogbin ; 11201 Pte. F. Davis ;
12680 Pte. A. Cree ; 10673 Pte. R. Harris ; 10586 Pte.
P. Lucas ; 12780 Pte. R. Powell ; 12636 Pte. C. Sharps ;
12786 Pte. P. Cozens ; 12553 Pte. F. Pierce ; 12789
Pte. T. Pearson ; 12176 Pte. W. Norris ; 26294 Pte. S.
Kay ; 12574 Pte. W. J. Seeker ; 12903 Pte. A. Higgins ;
13018 Pte. V. Newnham ; 12326 Pte. H. Itgott ; 13143
Pte. E. G. Tanton ; 10666 Pte. A. Kerry ; 11551 Sgt.
A. Hock ; 8205 Sgt. R. Goldfinch ; 10608 Cpl. A. Vale ;
11388 L /Cpl. E. Charman ; 11510 L. Cpl. J. Housden ;
11114 L./Cpl. A. Player ; 13163 L./Cpl. G. Crampton ;
10797 Pte. H. Collins ; 12242 Pte. J. Curd ; 12595 Pte.
E. Simpson ; 12127 Pte. J. Potford ; 10603 Pte. Cole ;
12558 Pte. N. Greenstreet; 12557 Pte. J. Whalley ;
12598 Pte. J. Quick ; 12393 Pte. H. Hawkins ; 12753
Pte. P. Quinn ; 11530 Pte. A. Pointer ; 11635 Pte. A.
Rolfe ; 12524 Pte. J. Amos ; 11280 Pte. W. Wellard ;
11926 Pte. F. Doble ; 12566 Pte. W. Hardwick; 12795
Pte. J. Holiey ; 13183 Pte. W. Butcher ; 12578 Pte. W.
Jones; 11344 Pte. C. Wade; 12679 Pte. P. Bailey;
11359 Pte. E. Taylor; 13011 Pte. J. Peacock; 13159
Pte. C. Hewitt; 12243 Pte. N. Bowman ; 13013 Pte.
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R. Coe ; 13040 Pte. J. Giles; 13016 Pte. E. Taylor;
13039 Pte. A. Budden ; 13022 Pte. A. North; 12654
Pte. F. Spence ; 13156 Pte. F. Burr ; 13031 Pte. T.
Prince; 13162 Pte. W. Butcher; 12208 L. Cpl. W.
Cork ; 10579 L./Cpl. A. Trice ; 1444 I./Cpl. E. Wade ;
11342 Pte. W. Lansdowne ; 12580 Pte. A. Elliott;
12752 Pte. J. Mulhatton; 12292 Pte. T. P^rfoot ; 11374
Pte. T. Rce ; 11381 Pte. B. Bish ; 11420 Pte. T. Cole
man ; 11386 Pte. A. Cooper ; Pte. 11379 Pte. J. Collins ;
12267 Pte. E. Cromer; 12599 Pte. C. Elmer; 11364
Pte. J. Greaves; 11397 Pte. J. Murphy; Pte. 11441
H. Newington ; 11377 Pte. G. Amos; 11403 Pte. C.
Amos ; 11343 Pte. C. Bradley ; 1139° Pte. W. Cocker ;
11392 Pte. D. Cloke ; 11889 Pte. R. Carley ; 12396 Pte.
J. Dawkins ; 11401 Pte. C. Follington ; 12769 Pte. J.
Lloyd ; 11384 Pte. C. Skinner ; 11378 Pte. W. Shillito ;
11404 Pte. H. Wood; 11712 Pte. F. Russell; 11410
Pte. H. Holley ; 11391 Pte. A. Hart; 11366 Pte. H.
Kimpton ; 11393 Pte. A. Stutely; 12569 Pte. C.
Suthers ; 12391 Pte. J. Smith ; 12232 Pte. S. Warring
ton ; 11402 Pte. A. Harrod ; 11903 Pte. A. Holman ;
12388 Pte. D. Hart; 11901 Pte. E. Kindred; 12766
Pte. R. Stone; 12138 Pte. A. Mantle; 12188 Dmr.
Fowles; 11383 Pte. P. Gunningham ; 12271 Pte. R.
Stringer; 11904 Pte. H. Tunnadine; 11385 Pte. H.
Good sell ; 12796 Pte. J. Howes ; 11387 Pte. B. Powell ;
11365 Pte. D. Daley; 12164 Pte. P. Medgett ; 11850
Pte. F. Martin ; 11405 Pte. J. Nash.
<j>.
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SHORT HISTORICAL NOTES
FROM REGIMENTAL
HISTORY.
I.—ALBUHERA.
MAY I6TH, 1811.
A battle small in comparison to those of
modern days, but with what matchless gallantry
did all ranks conduct themselves in those few
moments of conflict and handtohand fighting!
The ist Battalion, which had paraded on the
morning of the 16th May some 720 strong, all
ranks, at the end of the day found only some
eighty men able to answer their names.
On that morning the French commenced a
furious attack upon the heights above Albuhera,
occupied by the Spanish troops. The 2nd
Division, in"which the Regiment was included,
was ordered to support these troops. At the
same time misty clouds and rain concealed the
enemy movements. The French artillery and
infantry opened a heavy fire on the Spaniards,
while French cavalry outflanked them, and they
gave way. Marshal Soult then ordered his
columns forward. At this moment The Buffs,
with the remainder of their Brigade, arrived at
the foot of the heights, from which the Spaniards
were retiring. Passing in column of companies
through the disorganized Spanish troops, The
Buffs deployed, and opened fire in excellent
order. Finding, however, that the enemy's
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columns could not be shaken by their fire, and
that many men were falling, they advanced
to the charge with the bayonet. The men,
resolute and conscious of their own prowess,
rushed forward; but while in the act of
charging, four regiments of the enemy, Polish.
Lancers and Hussars, being concealed by the
thick atmosphere, turned the right flank, came
galloping up in rear, and charged the regiment
with great fury. They fought manfully, but
the ranks were broken, and fierce handtohand
fighting was the order of the day ; but no ground
was given, and eventually a Fusilier Brigade
advanced and by a gallant effort changed the
fortune of the day.
Of all historical deeds, that of Lieut. Matthew
Latham is one of the brightest in our history.
When the Lancers charged in rear, and the
front ranks were fighting with the French in
fantry, Ensign Thomas was carrying the regi
mental colour, and Ensign Walsh the King's
colour. Thomas was killed and his colour cap
tured. The sergeants protecting the King's
colour were killed, and Ensign Walsh was pur
sued by several Lancers. Lieut. Latham saw the
danger of this colour being borne in triumph
from the field by the enemy; his soul was alive
to the honour of the Regiment, and he ran for
ward to protect the colour. Ensign Walsh was
surrounded, wounded, and taken prisoner; but
Latham arrived in time to seize the colour, and
he protected it with heroic gallantry. Sur
rounded by a crowd of attackers, each one
desirous of the honour of capturing the colour,
and his body bleeding from wounds, Lieut.
Latham clung with tenacity to his precious
charge, defending himself with his sword and
refusing to yield. A French Hussar, seizing the
colour staff and rising in his stirrups, aimed
a terrific sabre cut at Latham's head, but failed
to cut him down, though sadly mutilating him,
severing one side of his face and his nose.
Though severely wounded, he did not shrink,
but sternly and vigorously continued to struggle
with the French horsemen ; and as they en
deavoured to tear the colour from him, he
exclaimed : " I will surrender it only with my
life!." A second sabre cut severed his left
arm from his body. He dropped his sword,
and seized the colour staff with his right hand,
and continued to struggle with his adversaries
until he was thrown down, trampled on, and
pierced with lances ; but still he retained the
colour. The number of his adversaries im
peded their efforts to destroy him, and the
British cavalry and Fusilier Brigade arriving,
the French troops fled. Lieut. Latham, as he
fell, was so intent on preserving the colour that
he exerted the little strength he had left to
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tear the colour from the staff and hide it under DISCHARGES AND TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
him, where it was found by Sergt. Gough of
No. 10009 Cpl. A. H. Impett to Army Reserve
the ist Battalion Seventh Royal Fusiliers.
 (12/5/20).
Latham, happily to say, survived his wounds,
No. 9842 Pte. A. Rye discharged N.L.P.F.
and recovered in a marvellous manner; and in (14/5/20).
1815, when the 2nd Battalion was stationed at
No. 5892 C.S.M. (T./R.S.M.) H. Sangers to
Brighton, H.R.H. the Prince Regent sent his pension (18/5/20).
own surgeon, Mr. Caipue, to repair the mutila
tions to Latham's face, which was done with
ARRIVAIS.
great skill. His brother officers subscribed 100
No. 6253 C.S.M. J. Saunders for Trade School,
guineas for the purchase of a gold medal, on
which the preservation of the colour by Lieut. Hounslow.
Latham is shown on one side, with the motto
REENGAGEMENTS.
" I will surrender it only with my life," and on
the reverse a short dedication.
No. 5891 C.S.M. S. T. Piggott beyond 21
Two copies of this medal are now in the ist years (1/5/20).
No. 13208 C.S.M. B. Couchman to complete
Battalion Officers' Mess. Royal authority was
given for Lieut. Latham to receive and wear 21 years (29/4/20).
No. 8862 Cpl. L. Potter to complete 21 years
this medal on all occasions, and it was presented
to him at Reading on August 12th, 1813. He (5/5/20).
No. 8998 Cpl. L. Wood to complete 21 years
lived to a ripe old age, married a French lady,
and when he died was buried in France at (21/4/20).
Blingel.
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION.
The regimental casualties of that day were—
The
undermentioned
proceeded to Hythe on
Killed. Wounded. Missing.
17520 for courses of instruction :—
Officers
4
13
3
Sergeants
...
4
11
15
Capt. and Adjt. E: F. D. Strettell—Rifle
Rank and file ... 208
223
162
and Bayonet.
No. 5891 C.S.M. S. J. Pigott—Rifle and
Total casualties : Officers, 20 ; sergeants, 30 ;
Bayonet.
rank and file, 593.
No. 12534 C.S.M. S. Adams—Light Gun.
MUSKETRY.

DEPOT NOTES AND NEWS.
BIRTHS.

At Canterbury, on May 22nd, 1920, the wife
of No. 6751 C.Q.M.S. W. Spearpoint—a daugh
ter.
At Canterbury, on April 28th, 1920, the wife
of No. 9928 Sergt. F. Jenkins—a daughter,
Eileen Mary.

The Depot Staff are at present engaged in
firing the new Table " A," Recruits' Course of
Musketry, so you can all guess there is the usual
grouse about the bull'seyes not being the right
spot, etc., and the great big IF.
SPORTS.

The Depot sent a team to Dover on Whit
Monday to take part in the Sports on Crabble
Ground, but we are sorry to say they were not
up to concert pitch. The only one to do any
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
good was Dmr. Collier, who won the open mile,
No. 8816 Sergt. J. Geard appointed Acting but we hope for better luck next time.
We have a few promising lads among the
C.Q.M.S. with pay (15/5/20).
No. 10403 L./Cpl. Aldridge appointed Acting' recruits, who, with a bit more training, should
be of some use when they reach the ist Bat
Corporal with pay (17/5/20).
No. 13351 Pte. W. Dixon appointed Acting talion.
SMOKING CONCERT.
L./Corporal with pay (17/5/20).
No. 13340 Pte. R. Finn appointed Acting
A Smoking Concert was held in the Sergeants'
L./Corporal with pay (21/5/20).
Mess on Friday, May 14th, to bid farewell to
No. 12210 Cpl. G. Osbourne appointed Acting T./R.S.M. H. Sangers on his being discharged
L./Sergeant with pay (17/5/20).
to pension.
No. 13193 L/Cpl. F. Sands appointed Acting
We had the pleasure of the attendance of the
Corporal with pay (8/5/20).
following Officers : — Major J. Crookenden,
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D.S.O.; Lieut. S. J. F. Maiden ; Lieut. R. W. M.
Webster.
The following is a programme of the concert:
1. Song : " Shipmate of Mine " C.S.M. Pigott.
O.R.Sgt. Maillard.
2. Song : " Fairyland "
3. Song : " The Great Big World "
C.Q.M.S. Taylor.
4 Gramophone Selections.
5 Song : " When you come home, dear "
Sgt. Jenkins.
6. Song: Selected ...
C.S.M. Saunders.
7. Song : " Mate of Mine " ... C.S.M. Pigott.
8. Song: Selected ...
O.R.S. Maillard.
9 Song : " Down on the Farm "
C.S.M. Couchman.
10. Flute Solo
C.S.M. Stroud.
11. Song : " Shipmate of Mine " (by request)
C.S.M. Pigott.
12. Comet Solo
Sgt.Dmr. Clayton.
Sgt. Jenkins.
13 Song : Selected
L./Sgt. Chandler.
14 Song: Selected
15 Toast: " The King."
16. Song: Selected
Sgt. Taylor.
17. Toast: " The Officers."
18. Flute Solo
C.S.M. Stroud.
19. Response by Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O.
20. Song : " Widdecombe Fair "
Lieut. S. J. F. Maiden.
21. Song : " Absence "
... Sgt. Jenkins.
22. Toast: " R.S.M. Sangers."
23. Song: Selected ... Lieut. S. J. F. Maiden.
24. Response by R.S.M Sangers.
Sgt. Jenkins.
25 Song: Selected
26. Recitation ...
Sgt. R. G. Knowles.
... Sgt. Maillard.
27. Song: Selected
GOD SAVE THE KING.
TENNIS.

The members of the Sergeants' Mess and their
wives are getting into form ; some of the " old
'uns " are springing about like twoyearolds,
so we shall soon be able to start some competi
tions.
" How many Kings will be left in ten years
from now ?'.' asked the American.
" Five," replied the British soldier.
" Which five ?"
"The King of Hearts, King of Diamonds,
King of Clubs, King of Spades, and King
George."
*

*

*

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT.
CORPORAL (instructing thirdclass shots) : I

told you to take a fine sight. Don't you know
what a fine sight is ?
ROOKIE : Sure ! a boat load of Corporals sink
ing.
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ANY COMPLAINTS.
A MOAN FROM THE COFFEE BAR.
Bandsmen come and Bandsmen go,
But I stand here for ever 7
For on my arm there is no harp
To show that I blow flat or sharp.
Therefore I stand in the queue
While the ladies serve the favoured few :
They get eggs, and I get stew.
Any complaints ? Not half !
Policemen come and Policemen go,
But I stand here for ever ;
For I'm not handsome, nor do I smile
Upon the girls behind the stile.
Therefore, while they eat their fill,
I wait for tea that's more like swill,
And cakes that are far harder still.
Any complaints ? Not half !
Eggs may come and eggs may go ;
But though I stand here for ever,
You bet there's none will come my way,
As if I can't afford to pay.
And though they've got them by the ton,
These people wolf them one by one,
While for me a currant bun.
Any complaints ? Not half !
Tea there is, and plenty, too,
But not for me and not for you ;
For though we stand and take our turn
We just get swill from out the urn,
While these favoured few get a special
brew—
They get their sugar (and ours too)—
And our mouths water : it's really true.
Any complaints ? Not half !
No need for me to sign this rhyme ;
The girls all know me by this time ;
And though this verse is awful rot,
For me they'll make it pretty hot:
Not that I care much for that,
For I can give them tit for tat—
But now I'm talking through my hat.
Any complaints ? Not half!
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A TRUE STORY
(EMBROIDERED).

Scene : OrderlyRoom.
Dramatis Personce :
The C.O.
The Adjutant.
The Company Commander.
The R.S.M.
The C.S.M., " B " Company.
Two Regimental Policemen, and
12345 Pte. N. O. Body.

did wilfully spill, upset, a cup of tea value 2d.
(as quoted in canteen prices, but worth much
more, of course).
But no ; his Company Commander retained
some of his habitual kindliness, and stuck to the
original (I may say most original) charge of
" General naughtiness and studied careless
ness "—i.e., spilling liquid on a " Belt, Web."
In due course that day Pte. Body was
marched into the " Holy of Holies," there to
suffer such punishment as might be meted out
to him.
ACT I.

(The only one, thank heavenst)

SCENE I—ORDERLYROOM.

Synopsis.—No. 12345 Pte N. O. Body is a
At the Seat of Justice : The C.O.
recruit of uncertain age ; by uncertain it is
Others suitably arranged.
meant that, although he gave his age as 18 on
enlistment, he might be any age between 13 and
(Noises off.) " Cap off! When did you last
16. Though possessed of a cherubic counte have your hair cut, eh ? It must cost you a
nance, warranted to unarm the most fierce fortune in hairpins, that mop. You come.and
dealer of justice and C.B., poor Body has one see me at 5 o'clock, young man," etc.
great failing—he is totally unable to master the
R.S.M.: " Halt! Right turrrn."
intricacies of cleaning in a satisfactory manner
what is known in the language of that mystic
(The charge is read.)
body of beings, " The Quartermaster's Stores,"
as ""Belts, Web." Ten"times in a week has this
The Commanding Officer and all look horrified
young lad been guilty of allowing his early at the thought that such crimes as Body's can
morning cup of tea—we always have tea in bed exist in the Blankshires. And what a record of
in the Blankshires—to find its way into the crime his Conduct Sheet reveals ! Can it be
aforesaid Belt, Web, and ten times has a true that this sort of crime is going on un
kindly Company Commander doled out what beknown to him ? is the thought that flashes
he considers sufficient punishment to deter the through the mind of the C.O. The Policemen's
delinquent from offending again in this respect. eyes bulge out in a Batemanlike look of sur
But there comes a time when even the most prise ; the smile hidden under the C.S.M.'s
kindly of Company Commanders is at the end. of moustache assumes an even more cynical ex
his tether, and this time occurred when Pte. pression.
Body spilt his thirteenth cup of tea on his Belt,
" Will you take my punishment ?" crashes out
Web. Now, had the Company Commander
from
the C.O.
been less kindly disposed, he might have pre
There is a deathly pause, and everyone hangs
ferred a charge somewhat after this nature :—
" Conduct to the prejudice of good order and on the words that will shortly pass from the
military dishspilling, in that he, on the day afore cherubic one's lips. Will it be " Yes" or
" No " ?
said, did wilfully
"Sir," says the accused infant .in a piping
spill
\one cup
1 of tea
upset
J
1 gunfire
>on voice, and adopting an attitude that would
have done credit to a Cyril Maude, "you can't
cause to spill \severaj CUpS Sergt.Major
put me in the GuardRoom ; I am on a weekend
cause to upset J
J
J
his ' Belt, Web,' thereby rendering the belt pass !"
(Curtain.)
aforesaid completely unserviceable, and causing
all concerned a beastly lot of trouble, not to
The Commanding Officer has come out of
mention the expense caused to the public by
damaging the aforesaid belt, value 6s. 6fd. as Osborne Convalescent Home after a rest cure
quoted in the priced vocabulary of stores as of three months, but even now it is doubted if
amended by A.O.," etc., etc., and so on, or he he will ever be the same man again.
might have been charged with " Wilfully
E. F. D. S.
wasting Government Property," in that he, etc.,
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THE BUFFS CALENDAR.
RED LETTER DAYS.
MAY.

May i. Regiment mustered and exercised at
Greenwich in the presence of Queen
Elizabeth.
5 Regiment, with other corps, left the
village of Soignies and attacked the
French outposts near Tournay, 1745.
6. Relief of Coverdon, 1594. Regiment
engaged.
ist Battalion joined the Siege of
Sebastopol, 1855.
II. Battle of Fontenoy, 1745. (The Buffs,
being detached from the main body
in this battle, and having penetrated
the position, had passed a number
of French tents and camp kettles
about a hundred yards, and, ignorant
of the general result, were advancing
in line with drums beating, and
charged the enemy in their flank,
when Sir John Lyonier rode up to
the LieutenantColonel and said:
" Howard, cease beating your drums,
face your regiment about, and retire
as quickly as you can, for the army
is defeated.")
12. Passage of the Douro, under Lord Hill,
1808. One officer and 25 men of
The Buffs were the first to cross the
river.
,, 14. King Frederick VII of Denmark, K.G.,
G.C.B., G.C.V.O., ColonelinChief of
The Buffs, died, 1912.
,, 16. Battle of Albuhera, 1811. Lieut.
Latham, though opposed by over
whelming odds, saves Regiment's
colours.
New colours presented to the ist
Battalion by the Lord Mayor of
London,1906.
,, 17. Battle of Terheyden, 1625. Regiment
engaged.
,, 20. Capture of Cadiz, 1596. Regiment
engaged.
,, 22. Night attack, near Bommel, against
the Spaniards, 1598. Regiment en
gaged.
,, 23. French and Bavarians defeated at
Ramillies by the Duke of Marl
borough, 1706. (At this battle The
Buffs drove three regiments before
them into a morass, where most of
them were either destroyed or cap
tured.)

May 24. Orange Free State formally annexed
to the British Empire by Royal
Proclamation, 1900. 2nd Battalion
present on parade at Bloemfontein.
,, 25. Capture of St. Lucia, West Indies, 1796.
Regiment engaged.
,, 28. Two companies of the regiment, acting
as Marines, engaged against the
Dutch, 1672.
,, 30. Capture of Zutphen, 1591. Regiment
engaged.
,, 31. The four veteran regiments in the
States incorporated into one, and
called the Holland Regiment (now
The Buffs)V 1665.
JUNE.

June 1. End of the Boer War. Proclamation
of Peace, 1902.
3 ist Battalion arrived at Charlestown,
South Carolina, 1781.
ist Battalion embarked from Quebec
for Europe, 1815.
Sir James Dennis, K.C.B., appointed
to command ist Battalion, 1833,
and commanded it until 1851.
5 ist Battalion from Khar to Malakand,
1897.
6. Belle Isle surrendered, 1761. Siege
commenced April 22nd. Regiment
engaged. (The capture of this
island was effected with the loss of
1,800 killed and wounded.)
2nd Battalion left Bloemfontein for
Kroonstad, 1900.
7 Sebastopol Quarries stormed and
taken, 1855. ist Battalion en
gaged. After the Quarries were
taken, they were occupied and
gallantly defended by 210 men of
The Buffs, and at night they took a
conspicuous part in repulsing several
of the enemy's sorties. Capt. Am
brose, who afterwards commanded
the Regiment, was severely wounded
on this occasion.
Regiment reviewed by Duke of Marl
borough at Warde, 1711.
9 Successful attack on the Fortress of
Kenoque, West Flanders, 1695.
Regiment engaged.
10. Attack on New Vigi, Island of Saint
Vincent, 1796. Regiment engaged.
12. Regimental dinner in London to com
memorate Tercentenary, 1872.
16. Battle of Quatre Bras, 1815.
17. Ineffectual assault on the Redan, 1855.
ist Battalion engaged.
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June 18. Battle of Waterloo.
,, 21. ist Battalion arrived at " Ninety
Six," America, 1781.
,, 22. Night inarch of the Regiment, in dark
and tempestuous weather, through
the Forest of Soigne to protect
Brussels, which was menaced by
French Marshals, 1697.
,, 24. ist Battalion quartered at Bromston
Hill, St. Kitts, West Indies, 1789,
and there gave £500 for the support
of Old England.
,, 26. Blockhouses at Brugspruit heavily
attacked by Boers. Four men of
the 2nd Battalion wounded, 1901.
Boers lost 34 killed, 47 wounded,
also carts, State papers, etc.
„ 27. Battle of Dettingen, 1743. Regiment
engaged. Douay surrendered to
Marlborough, 1710. Regiment en
gaged.
,, 29. Regiment reviewed near Waterloo by
King William III, 1692.
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EMtonal Botes.
Once again we must apologize for the late
issue of the June DRAGON. This issue was sent
from the printers on June 25th, but did not
reach Fermoy until August 2nd—too late for
apologies in the July number.
*

*

*

We were greatly concerned on receipt of the
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news that our ColonelinChief, H.M. King
Christian X, had met with so serious an accident,
and sincerely hope that he has by now recovered
and that no ill effects remain.
*

*

*

All ranks were delighted to hear of the escape
from his captors of our late BrigadierGeneral,
and regret that he has not been reposted to
Fermoy. We publish a letter of farewell from
him on another page.

THE DRAGON

2

Lieut.Col. Tyrell, who was with General
Lucas when he was kidnapped, but was re
leased, has been kind enough to give an inter
view and an account of his experiences. This
periodical is the only publication to whom this
privilege has been extended.
*

*

*

We wish to draw attention to our competi
tion. Do not forget to send a coupon to the
Editor, if you have not already entered ; buy
a July number and send in a coupon from it.
It is not too late. To our readers abroad: we
will give you time to enter ; if your coupons
are received too late, we will return the money.
It is proposed to run a competition in each
issue of THE DRAGON. The Editor would
welcome suggestions for the same.
*

*

*

Congratulations to R.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Martin
and ColourSergt. and Mrs. Evans on the birth
of a daughter and son respectively.


*

*

The Editor wishes to thank all those who so
kindly sent sketches and contributions for this
' and last issues. Owing to the high cost of
production, he has had to hold several over
until the next issue.
*

*

*

The following subscriptions are acknowledged
with the Editor's thanks :—Col. H. C. de la M.
Hill, C.B.; Lieut.Col. J. Steele, D.C.M. ;
Major F. S. Reeves ; Mr. T. V. Hutton ; Lieut.
Col. Morgah, D.S.O. ; Col. D. F. Lewis, C.B.;
Major Crookenden, D.S.O. ; Capt. Strettell;
, Capt. Featherstone.
*

*

*

The Editor acknowledges with thanks the
receipt of " The White Lancer," " The Royal
Fusiliers' Chronicle," " The Machine Gunner."
*
*
#
The Editor regrets that the illustration
entitled " Orderly Room " was omitted, through
error, in our last issue, and belongs to the
story at the end of that issue.
«<8>

" Look here !" Captain X. gasped to the
Editor of THE DRAGON. " I wrote you a poem
about my little boy, which began with these
words : ' My son, my pigmy counterpart.' "
" Well, what about it ?"
Captain X. drew last month's DRAGON from
his pocket. " Read !" he blazed.
The Editor read: " My son, my pig, my
counterpart."

1st BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
In our last issue we remarked that we were
not at war—yet; hut were merely engaged in
" restoring the situation."
We can still say that we are not at war,
but can, with equal truth, say that we are not
yet at peace.
Nor is there an armistice. The situation con
tinues to develop. Such a curious state of
topsyturvydom could not possibly exist any
where but in Ireland, except, perhaps, in a
nursery full of rowdy children during the nurse's
evening out.
But ten thousand nurses cannot keep the
children of Erin in order. The game of which
they seem fondest is " playing at soldiers."
And the game usually ends in tragedy.
During June the local Sinn Feiners thought
that it would be a good idea to kidnap General
Lucas, because—as they remarked—he was
chiefly responsible for spoiling their " inno
cent " little games.
So, on the evening of June 26th, a dozen
armed menchildren held up the General at
his fishing lodge down the river, and forcibly
carried him away, with Col. Danford and Col.
Tyrell. "When near Rathcormac they made a
gallant but., unsuccessful struggle to escape,
but Col. Danford was wounded, and Col. Tyrell
was left to look after him. The General they
carried awav to an unknown destination.
But—
All the King's lorries, and all the King's men,
Failed to find the General again.

Then suddenly one day, just over a month
later, a rumour was circulated that the General
had escaped. The rumour proved to be true.
How he broke the bars of his prison, walked
miles over the fields all night, boarded an
armed mail cart, personally conducted a very
fierce battle at a crossroads, and eventually
fought his way safely through to Limerick
Barracks, is now common knowledge.
A few days later General Lucas arrived in
Fermoy, and all the Officers who were able tc
leave barracks marched over in a body to Old
Barracks to offer their congratulations.
On Saturday, July 24th, Sergt. Morgan was
returning with an escort on a lorry. As th<
lorry was passing a crossroads near Mitchels
town, fire was opened on the escort by a party
of Sinn Feiners. The lorry was halted, and th<
fire returned with interest, two Sinn Feiners
being killed.
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Greetings to our comrades of the Royal
Fusiliers, with whom we so often had the
pleasure of serving in the past.
We were sorry to lose the Manchesters just
as we were getting to know them, and wish
them the best of luck in their new stations.
Our hearty thanks are due to the Officers,
N.C.Os. and men of the R.F.A. and R.G.A.,
who gave us two such pleasant and amusing
concerts, accounts of which appear on another
page.
We sincerely hope that our troupe will soon be
formed, and take this opportunity to ask all
those who possess any ability in this line to
come forward. C.S.M. Verlander will be pleased
to hear from them.
During July we played a certain amount of
cricket, but the weather has prevented several
matches that had been arranged.
FAREWELL ORDER BY BRIG GENERAL C. H. T.
LUCAS, C.M.G., D.S.O.

" Owing to the peculiar circumstances under
which I vacated the command of the 16th
Infantry Brigade, it was impossible for mp to
come round and say goodbye personally to
all the troops stationed in the area.
" I therefore take this opportunity of thank
ing all ranks for their loyal and unselfish sup
port in carrying out the trying and distasteful
duties which the Army in Ireland has recently
been called on to carry out. It has always been
the greatest assistance to know that every
Officer, N.C.O. and man could be trusted to
deal with each new situation as it arose to the
best of his ability, and to show moderation
under the utmost provocation. Only one
serious incident occurred during the period of
my command, and as I was the chief cause of
the occurrence, I could hardly fail to appreciate
the motives of this overzealous display of
loyalty.
" The very best of luck to you all for the
future."
'
^

AMUSEMENTS.
On July 8th an experimental concert was
held in the Gymnasium during the evening.
The outstanding feature was the very excel
lent and realistic rendering by the Band of
that stirring and dramatic piece entitled
" 1812."

3

Perhaps it is hardly necessary to state that
this piece tells the story, in music, of how
Napoleon, with his vast army, advanced, in
vested, and was eventually compelled to retreat
from Moscow. Even the most unmusical among
the audience could hardly fail to be moved by
such stirring strains, with the exception of the
babies in arms, who went through their baptism
of fire unmoved. Mr. Elvin and his band are
to be congratulated on executing so difficult
and intricate a piece with such energy and
sympathy.
The following is the programme :—
1. Selection : Band.
2. Comic Song : Pte. Longland.
3. Comedy, " Military Double " : Cpl. Hall,
L./Cpl. Meakins.
4. Song, " Come to the Fair " : Lieut., Keble.
5. Overture, " 1812 " : Band.
6. Comic Song, " Old King Cole " : Pte. Long
land.
7. Song, " Oola, la, oui, oui!" : Lieut. Keble.
8. Buck Dance : Pte. Snelling.
9. Selection, " Chu Chin Chow " : Band.
10. Sketch, " Wireless Telephone " : Mr. Allom,
Cpl. Hall, L./Cpl. Meakins, Bdm. Moss.
11. Jazz : Capt. Morley, Lieut. Gem.
12. Song, " Where do Flies go ?" : L./Cpl.
Meakins.
GOD SAVE THE KING.

On July 15th the 7th Brigade, R.G.A. gave
us a " Grand Concert " in the Gymnasium.
The 7th Brigade certainly do not lack talent,
for all their performances were well worth
listening to. But the best was kept to the last.
Lieut.Col. Hanna was the moving spirit of the
show, and was most amusing as the storeman of
the R.G.A. Depot. What higher praise can be
given than to say that he " looked " the part
and played it convincingly ? His kit was com
plete even to the Rootie medal and many
good conduct stripes on his arm. Probably,
his most amusing episode was the indignation
of the old soldier at having to obey the com
mands of a very " officious " young acting
bombardier.
The following is the programme :—
1. Song, " Pussyfoot " : Lieut. Tidcombe.
2. " Unfortunate Fellow " : Gnr. Duckworth.
3. Song and Patter : " If you're Irish, come
into the Parlour " : Bdr. Spencer.
4. Double, " Programmes " : Gnr. Duckworth,
Lieut. Tidcombe.
5. Song, " I passed by your Window " : Bdr.
Cummings.'
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6. Burlesque, " Four Parsons " : Lieuts. Gib
son, Cleeve, Simonds, and Gnr. Duck
worth.
7. Song, " You'd be surprised " : Lieut. Tid
combe.
8. Acrobatic Turn : Gnrs. Day and Fairbanks.
INTERVAL.
ORIGINAL SKETCH BY LIEUT.  COL. HANNA,
D.S.O., R.G.A., ENTITLED " THE SPY."

Cast.
Gnr. Murphy, Bdr. Brown, and Sergt. Major
(No. 13 Depot, R.G.A.), Lieut.Col. Hanna,
Lieut. Ormerod, and Capt. Anderson. Police
man, Lieut. Symonds. Watson, Lieut. Cleeve.
Karl Schmidt, Lieut. Tidcombe.
Scene : No. 13 Depot, R.G.A., Office. Whit
Monday.
On July 22nd a Grand Concert was given in
the Gymnasium by members of the Garrison in
aid of Pte. Burgess's parents. The total sum
realized from this concert was nearly £20.
The Band opened the performance with a
selection from " Theodore and Company." The
individual performances then followed in quick
succession. The audience showed their appre
ciation from the fact that the programme had
to be curtailed owing to the incessant encores.
Pte. Snelling, who never fails to please,
delighted the audience with his clever clog
dancing, and later in the evening performed
again.
Bandsman Moss caused much mirth by his
impersonation of the Rev. Winterbottom, but,
like all sermons, it was slightly too much drawn
out.
Miss Sheehan very kindly consented to sing
during the concert, and sung several songs with
much charm.
Driver Fox, R.F.A., gave a clever display on
his accordion.
The programme is appended below, so we
will not endeavour to describe each individual
item. Let it suffice to say that the concert
was considered by many to be the best that
had been witnessed in the Gymnasium for some
time. Special thanks are due to the members
of the 2nd Brigade R.F.A., who contributed so
much to the success of the evening.
PROGRAMME.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Selection ... Band of ist Bn. The Butts.
Song
Lieut. Purton.
Buck Dance
... Pte. Snelling.
Song
...
... Gnr. Lansdale.
Burlesque, " The Rev. Winterbottom "
Bdsm. Moss.

6. Accordion Selection
Dvr. Fox.
7. Song, " The Whitechapel Scotchman "
Gnr. Rust.
Song
Pte. Longland.
9. Selection
Band.
10. Song
L./Cpl. Meakin.
11. Comet Solo
L./Cpl. Wright.
12. Step Dance
Dvr. Hogan.
13. Song
Cpl. Taylor.
14. Song
Sgt. Wilkinson.
INTERVAL.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Selection
Band.
Song
Lieut. Purton.
Buck Dance
Pte. Snelling.
Song
Gnr. Lansdale.
Song
Sgt. Kinlock.
Accordion Solo
Dvr. Fox.
Song
Gnr. Rust.
Song
Pte. Longland.
Selection
Band.
Cornet Solo
L./Cpl. Wright.
Step Dance
Dvr. Hogan.
Song
Cpl. Taylor.
Song
Sgt. Wilkinson.
Burlesque, " The Two Herbs "
L./Cpl. Meakin and Bdsm. Moss.
29. Song, " I hear you calling me "
Miss Sheehan.
GOD SAVE THE KING.

CRICKET.
Owing to the unsettled state of the country
and the difficulty in travelling, we have not
been able to play many matches against out
side teams. Nevertheless, we have succeeded
in playing several intercompany and " pick
up " matches on our own ground.
But the bad weather has also been the cause
of spoiling a good deal of cricket, for during
July we were hardly able to play at all.
On July 3rd a fixture was arranged with the
7th Brigade R.G.A. at Moore Park.
This proved to be a very interesting match,
with a most exciting finish.
The 7th Brigade won the toss, and decided to
bat. Sergt. Hills opened the bowling for The
Buffs, but did not bowl as well as usual, prob
ably owing to the fact that the pitch was on
matting, which extended the whole length
between the wickets, thus rendering it difficult
to maintain a grip on the ground.
Sergt. McDowde and Lieut. Ormerod opened
the batting for the Gunners, but Sergt. McDowde
was soon dismissed by Sergt. Denny in the
second over.
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Lieut. Ormerod played an excellent game,
hitting all round the wicket. Sergt. Denny
eventually bowled him after he had scored 34.
Sergt. Ford and Col. Bond defended their
wickets in stonewall style for quite a long
while, but did not add many runs.
Lieut. Symonds played an excellent innings,
and scored 20 not out.
The 'total scored by the side was 93.
Mr. Elvin and Bdsm. Corrigan opened the
batting for The Buffs, but Corrigan was soon
dismissed".
Cpl. Collier looked as though he was going
to make a score, but was bowled after making 10.
Sergt. Hills, the hope of the side, then took
matters up, and carried the score rapidly to160
before he was caught in the deep field for 31.
By their united efforts, Cpl. Hall, Sergt.
Denny, and C.Q.M.S. Kelly brought the score
to 84.
Until C.Q.M.S. Kelly was out things looked
pretty bright for The Buffs, and even when he
was out we only had to make 10 runs to win ;
but, unfortunately, a very bad rot set in, and
only five more runs were added before Cpl.
Woodward, the last man in, was bowled before
he had broken his duck.
The 7th Brigade therefore won by the narrow
margin of five runs.
The following were the scores :—
7TH BRIGADE R.G.A.

Sergt. McDowde, b Sergt. Denny
Lieut. Ormerod, b Sergt. Denny ...
...
Sergt. Ford, c Sergt. Denny, b Sergt. Hills
Bdr. Hall, b Sergt. Denny
Lieut.Col. Bond, b Cpl. Collier
...
...
Lieut. Tidcombe, b Cpl. Collier
...
...
Lieut. Symonds, not out
...
...
...
Bdr. Hounslow, c Mr. Elvin b Cpl. Collier
Gnr. Webb, st Cpl. Hall b Cpl. Collier
...
Bdr. Warren, st Cpl. Hall b C.Q.M.S. Kelly
Lieut. Watkins, c Lieut. Tuke b Cpl. Collier
Extras
...
Total

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
 

:

4
34
8
4
9
2
20
8
1
o
o
3
93
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Mr. Elvin, b Bdr. Hounslow
...
...
Bdm. Corrigan, b Bdr. Hounslow
Cpl. Collier, b Sergt. Ford
Sergt. Hills, c Lieut. Symonds b Sergt. Ford
Cpl. Hall, c Gnr. Webb b Sergt. Ford
...
Sergt. Denny, b Bdr. Hounslow ...
...
C.Q.M.S. Kelly, run out
...
Lieut. Price, b Lieut. Symonds
Lieut. Tuke, not out'
...
...

Lieut. Biandford, b Lieut. Symonds
Cpl. Woodward, b Bdr. Hounslow
Extras
...
...

Total

...
...

...



6
o
10
31
n
8
8
2

2

o
o
10

88

On July 17th we met the 7th Brigade R.G.A.
again, but this time on our own ground.

5

Winning the toss, we decided to bat first on
a sticky wicket that would probably grow
worse. At 11.30 Mr. Elvin and Cpl. Hall
opened the batting for the home team, but soon
parted company.
Cpl. Collier was the next to go in, and his
innings, which was a really brilliant perform
ance, was the only one of outstanding merit,
everyone else getting out for single figures.
Cpl. Collier made 88 not out. This included
three 6's and ten 4's. The total score was 127.
This was not really so bad as it may appear,
for the wicket, owing to the heavy rains, was
hardly fit to play on, and very treacherous.
Frequent heavy showers during the course of
the day did not improve matters.
Sergt. McDowde and Lieut. Ormerod opened
the batting for our opponents, but Lieut.
Ormerod was soon dismissed by Sergt. Hills,
before he had time to score.
Sergt. McDowde did not stay much longer,
and was closely followed by Bdr. Hall and Col.
Bond. At this point matters looked very bright
for the Buffs, but, although the score did not
mount up very rapidly for some time, the bats
men could not be persuaded to quit their posts.
Sergt. Ford played with exceptional care,
and seemed to score almost apologetically.
Nevertheless, he was playing the right game,
for gradually the score mounted up. At the
end of the innings he was still undefeated, and
had scored 30 runs; this was made up of
twenty I'S, three 2's, and a solitary 4 !
Capt. Caudle scored a cautious 10, and Lieut.
Tidcombe quite a brilliant 20.
With seven wickets down for 71 things again
looked safe, but Bdr. Hounslow made us watch
the scoring board rather anxiously until he was
eventually run out by a very good throwin by
Perry. The score was then 105 for eight wickets.
Cpl. Collier soon despatched Lieut. Watkins,
and Sergt. Babbage was unfortunate in being
run out. Thus we succeeded in winning by the
very narrow margin of 15 runs.
A third and deciding match is looked forward
to with keen interest. Scores :—
IST BATTALION THE BUFFS.

Mr. Elvin, b Bdr. Hall
...
...

Cpl. Hall, b Bdr. Hounslow
Cpl. Collier, not out ...
...
...
Sergt. Hills, b Bdr. Hounslow
Sergt. Denny, c Col. Bond b Lieut. Symonds
C.Q.M.S. Kelly, b Lieut. Symonds
Lieut. Gem, c and b Bdr. Hounslow
Cpl. Woodward, lbw b Lieut. Ormerod ...
Pte. Perry, b Bdr. Hounslow
Lieut. Tuke, b Sergt. Ford ...
...
...
Cpl. Edwards, b Sergt. Ford
...
...
Extras
...
...

Total



4
3
 88
6
...
6
9
3
...
6

1

6

o
 
5
127
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Sergt. McDowde, run out ...
...
...
Lieut. Ormerod, b Sergt. Hills
...
...
Bdr. Hall, b Sergt. Denny ...
...
...
Col. Bond, b Sergt. Hills ...
...
...
Sergt. Ford, not out
...
...
...
Capt. Caudle, b Cpl. Collier
...
...
Lieut. Tidcombe, b C.Q.M.S. Kelly
...
Lieut. Symonds, c Perry, b Sergt. Denny
Bdr. Hounslow, run out
...
...
...
Lieut. Watkins, b Cpl. Collier
...
...
Sergt. Babbage, run out
...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
Total ...

...

...

...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

2
o
2
7
30
10
20
7
24
2
2
6

... 112

On Friday, July 16th, our team journeyed to
Cork to meet the 17th Lancers, so as to decide
who should represent the Division in the Irish
Command Competition. However, owing to
the heavy downpour of rain, which continued
all day, no play was possible.
But on the following Monday, July 19th, the
match was played on the county ground at
Cork.
The ground was still very wet, so it was not
expected that many runs would be scored.
Winning the toss, the 17th Lancers decided
to bat first. Capt. Fowler and Lieut. Stany
forth opened the batting for our opponents.
Sergt. Denny was not long in despatching both
these doughty batsmen, whom we had every
reason to fear.
ArmourerSergt. Norris carried the total
score to 41 before he was bowled by Sergt. Hills.
Lieut. Cornwallis was caught in the slips off
Sergt. Denny by C.Q.M.S. Kelly with the score
at 61.
Sergt. Farnfield was given out l.b.w. to Sergt.
Denny with only three more runs added to
the total.
Capt. Micholls was bowled soon after by
Cpl. Collier.
After this quite a rot set in, and the remaining
batsmen were dismissed without adding much
more to the total.
With the total score only 98, it looked very
much as though we should gain an easy victory.
Sergt. Truby and Mr. Elvin opened for us,
but were both speedily dismissed without scoring
any runs.
Cpl. Collier followed Sergt. Truby, and scored
16 quite rapidly. He was bowled by a tricky
ball from Capt. Fowler.
Lieut. Gem followed, and was bowled a
little later by Lieut. Cornwallis. The score then
stood at 44 for four—not quite as many as we
had hoped.
Once again our hopes all centred in Sergt.
Hills, whom we were relying on to pull us out
of the mire. He started well by hitting the

ball to the bohndary for four, and continued
to hit the bowling all round the field with
much skill. But when he had scored 31 a
calamity occurred, for he was run out.
The score then stood at 54 for five. This was
an exceedingly serious situation, for it meant
that the remainder had to score 45 runs to win—
no easy matter on such a wicket against such
bowlers.
The rest of the innings was one long tragedy,
for wickets fell like ninepins.
The last wicket fell when we were still 20
runs short of our opponents. This was a very
disappointing result for us, as we thought that
we had our opponents pretty well in the cart!
But cricket would not be cricket, and would
lose half its charm, if results were always a
foregone conclusion.
Scores :—
17TH LANCERS.

Capt. Fowler, b Sergt. Denny
...
...
Lieut. Stanyforth, lbw b Sergt. Denny ...
Arm.Sergt. Norris, b Sergt. Hills ...
...
Lieut. Cornwallis, c Kelly b Sergt. Denny
Sergt. Shenstone, c and b Sergt. Hills
...
Capt. Micholls, b Cpl. Collier
...
...
Sergt. Farnfield, lbw b Sergt. Denny
...
Lce.Cpl. Nightingale, b Sergt. Hills
...
R.Q.M.S. Wyeth, b Sergt. Hills ...
...
Pte. Fisher,'b Sergt. Hills ...
...
...
Sergt. Whitfield, not out ...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
Total ...

...

...

...

... 11
...
3
... 16
... 14
... 15
... 17
... .0
...
3
... 12
...
o
...
o
...
7
...

98

...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

o
o
16
6
31
7
2
5
4
2
o
5

...

...
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Sergt. Truby, c Fisher b Capt. Fowler
Mr. Elvin, c Fisher b Lieut. Cornwallis
Cpl. Collier, b Capt. Fowler
...
Lieut. Gem, b Lieut. Cornwallis ...
Sergt. Hills, run out
...
Sergt. Denny, b Sergt. Whitfield
Cpl. Hall, c Norris b Lieut. Cornwallis
C.Q.M.S. Kelly, b Sergt. Whitfield
Pte. Allingham, b Lieut. Cornwallis
Pte. Perry, b Lieut. Cornwallis
...
Lieut. Tuke, not out
...
...
Extras
 ...
...
 Total ...

...

...

...
...
...
...

It was during the nerveracking period of
waiting for the signal to attack that the ser
geant noticed a young soldier, fresh out, visibly
affected by the coming fight. His face was pale,
his teeth chattering, and his knees shaking.
The sergeant thought it was funk : it was
sheer nervousness.
" Tomkins," he whispered, " is it trembling
for your dirty skin, ye are ?"
" No, no, sergeant!" said he, making a
brave attempt to still his limbs ; " I'm trembling
for the Germans—they don't know I'm here."

THE DRAGON

REGIMENTAL GAZETTE.
Posted from Depot (3/5/20) : 12797 Dmr. C. Wood,
" C " Coy. ; 13038 Pte. J. Brown " C " Coy.
From Army Signal School, Maresfield (7/5/20) :
10627 Lce.Cpl. A. Pidduck, " A " Coy.
Posted from Depot (7/5/20) : 11848 Sergt. A. Jones,
" A " Coy. ; 11824 Pte. C. Dawes, " D " Coy. ; 11478
Pte. W. Matthews, " D " Coy. ; 10510 Pte. F. Beer,
" D " Coy.
Posted from Depot (15/5/20) : 11079 Pte. C. Pilcher,
" C " Coy. ; 12331 Pte. F. Le Gras, " C " Coy. ; 12679
Pte. W. Wiseman, " C " Coy. ; 12472 Pte. J. Smith,
" D " Coy. ; 12533 Pte. W. Rook, " C " Coy. ; 11616
Pte. E. Biliis, " C " Coy. ; 10462 Pte. E. Bradbury,
" D " Coy.
Enlisted at Dubhn 18/5/20, and joined Battalion
20/5/20 : 13349 Pte. A. Foote, " A " Coy.
Posted from Depot (21/5/20) : 10472 Pte. H. Had
away, " A " Coy. ; 10466 Pte. A. Coleman, " A " Coy. ;
12589 Pte. G. Baker, " D " Coy. ; 13239 Boy R. Man
ning, " D " Coy. ; 11183 Pte. J. Thirst, " D " Coy ;
1.2726 Pte. G. Wetton, " D " Coy. ; 12532 Pte. A. Wil
kinson, " A " Coy. ; 13345 Pte. J. Mitchell, " A " Coy.
Posted from Depot (4/6/20) : 12185 Cpl. J. Sharp,
" D " Coy. ; 13322 Pte. C. Stamford, " C " Coy. ; 13307
Pte. J. Darbyshire, " C" Coy. ; 12812 Pte F Ed
munds, " C " Coy. ; 12260 Pte. F. Stacey, " A " Coy. ;
13342 Boy A. Cadman, " C " Coy. ; 13355 Pte. S. Hub
bard, " A " Coy.
Transferred from 1st Bn. Royal Sussex Regt.. and
joined Battalion 7/6/20 : 10124 Cpl. H. Bennett, " B "
Coy.
Joined from Depot (23/6/20) : 6362 Cpl. H. Morgan,
" A " Coy. ; 9223 Cpl. H. McLean, " A " Coy. ; 10139
Pte. W. Cox, " B " Coy. ; 13354 Pte. G. Waller, " B "
Coy. ; 13353 Pte. A. Brothers, " B " Coy. ; 12793 Pte.
W. Marsh, " B " Coy. ; 13324 Pte. E. Sells, " B " Coy. ;
10420 Pte. H. Morgan, " B " Coy. ; 13342 Boy C. Moore,
" B " Coy.
Posted from Depot (26/6/20) : 12254 C.S.M. J. Adams,
" C " Coy. ; 9142 Pte. C. Vant, " B " Coy. ; 9649 Pte.
J. Andrews, " B " Coy. ; 12908 Pte. A. Vibert, " B "
Coy. ; 1O023 Pte. H. Gomm, " B " Coy. ; 13360 Pte.
H. Purton, " D " Coy. ; 13388 Pte. J. Medhurst, " B "
Coy.
Proceeded for dispersal (4/5/20) : 6040 Lce.Cpl. B.
Nicholson, " B " Coy.
Discharged no longer fit for war service (30/4/20) :
11447 Pte. H. Harris, " D " Coy.
^
Discharged no longer fit for war service (28/4/20) :
12243 Pte. N. Bowman, " C " Coy. ; 12791 Pte. R.
Moir, " C " Coy.
Posted to Depot (6/5/20) : 6243 C.S.M. J. Saunders,
" D " Coy.
Transferred to Section " B " Army Reserve (3/5/20)
10003 Pte. J. Crittenden, " C " Coy.
Proceeded for dispersal (7/5/20) : G/28099 Pte. G.
Teager, " C" Coy.
Transferred to 2nd Bn. Hampshire Regt. (8/5/20) :
27159 A./Sergt. F. Gill, " A " Coy.
Discharged no longer fit for war service (7/5/20) :
12745 Pte. H. Campion, " C " Coy.
To Class " B " Army Reserve (11/5/20) : 11149 Boy
L. Allen, " A " Coy.
Discharged no longer fit for war service (15/5/20) :
11880 Pte. P. Sullivan, " D " Coy.
Transferred to R.E. Signal Service (8/5/20) : 12114
Pte. W. Munday, " C " Coy.
Demobilized (19/4/20) : 5165 Lce.Sergt. J. Cooper,
" B " Coy.
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Found drowned at Cork (11/5/20) : 243310 Cpl. J.
Matthews, " A " Coy.
Transferred to R.E. (21/5/20) : 12551 Pte. A. H.
Standen, " B " Coy.
Discharged no longer fit for war service (25/5/20) :
11875 Pte. G. Close, " A " Coy.
Transferred to Royal Army Pay Corps (25/5/20) :
12711 Pte. F. Matthews, " A " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 (xvi) King's Regulations
(27/5/20) : 12373 Pte. R. Wyatt, " A " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 (xvi) King's Regulations
(3/6/20) : 12224 Pte. J. Spelling, " B " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 (xiv) King's Regulations
(2/6/20) : 11894 Pte. A. Arnold, " D " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 (xiv) King's Regulations
(10/6/20) : 12767 Pte. P. Street, " B " Coy.
Posted to Depot (10/6/20) : 11281 Dmr. H. Crook,
" B " Coy.
Transferred to Section " B " Army Reserve (17/6/20):
10019 Pte. J. Downs, M.M., " C " Coy.
Transferred to Section " B " Army Reserve (4/2/20) :
9950 Pte. W. Hursell, " D " Coy.
Transferred to Section " B " Army Reserve (22/6/20):
10026 Pte. J. Stuart, M.M., " A " Coy.
Transferred to the Military Foot Police, Cork
(22/6/20) : 11544 Pte. F. Mayne, " D " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 (xvi) King's Regulations
(11/6/20) : 12376 Pte. C. Wheatley, " A " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 (xvi) King's Regulations
(11/6/20) : 13192 Pte. W. Thornton, " D " Coy. ;
13027 Pte. F. Pocock, " B " Coy. ; 13239 Boy R. Man
ning, " D " Coy.
Extended his service to complete 12 years with the
Colours (27/5/20) : 10066 Pte. S. Wanstall, " D " Coy.
Extended his service to complete 12 years with the
Colours (19/6/20) : 10030 Cpl. C. Dennis, " C " Coy.

Attained 18 years of age (6/5/20) : 11181 Boy A. Sims,
" C " Coy.
Attained 18 years of age (16/5/20) : 11282 Boy C.
Bloomfield, " D ' Coy.
Attained 18 years of age (17/5/20) : 11239 Boy S.
Waskett, " B " Coy.
Attained 18 years of age (29/5/20) : 12797 Boy C.
Wood, " C " Coy.
Transferred to " C " Coy. (1/5/20) : 10162 Pte. J.
Handley, " B " Coy.
Transferred to " D " Coy. (10/5/20) : 11544 Pte. F.
Mayne, " B " Coy.
Transferred to " C " Coy. (23/5/20) : 10466 Pte. A.
Coleman, " A " Coy. ; 13349~I.ce.Cpl. A. Foote, " A "
Coy.
Transferred to " A " Coy. (27/5/20) : 12324 Pte. H.
Barker, " C " Coy.
Transferred to " C " Coy (27/5/20) : 11877 Pte G.
Lay, " B " Coy.
Transferred to "C" Coy (28/5/20) : 10160 Pte. E.
Martin, " B " Coy. ; 9897 Pte. A. Staples, " B " Coy.
Transferred to " D " Coy (3/6/20) : 9682 A./C.S.M.
J. MacWalter, D.C.M., M.M., " B " Coy.
Transferred to "B" Coy. (3/^/20) : 9038 Sergt. G.
Dennis, D.C.M., " A " Coy.
Transferred to " D " Coy. (14/6/20) : 10101 Sergt.
C. Holewell, " B " Coy. ; 12079 Pte. E. Colyer, " B "
Coy.
Transferred to " D " Coy. (26/6/20) : 10420 Pte. A.
Morgan, " B " Coy.
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Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (30/4/20) : 11896
Pte. L. Burnap, " B " Coy.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal (3/5/20) : 11454
Lce.Cpl. C. Luscombe, " C " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (5/5/20) : 11398
Pte. H. Marsh, " A " Coy.
Appointed Paid Acting Corporal (7/5/20) : 10510 Pte.
F. Beer, " D " Coy.
Promoted Corporal (10/5/19) : 11735 Pte. F. Harvey
" B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (7/5/20) : 12493
Pte. T. Everett, " D " Coy. ; 11743 Pte. M. Sheehan,
" D " Coy ; 11535 Pte. F. Roblin, " D " Coy. ; 11737
Pte. L. Bushell, " D " Coy. ; 12799 Pte. R. Mabey,
" D " Coy. ; 11838 Pte. H. Elms, " D " Coy. ; 12650
Pte. F. Knott, "D" Coy.; 11395 Pte. A. Bromley,
" D " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (15/5/20) : 12310
Pte. J. Easton, " C " Coy.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal (21/5/20) ; 13349
Pte. A. Foote, " A " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (27/5/20) : 10466
Pte. A. Coleman, " C'" Coy.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal (29/5/20) : 10472
Pte. H. Hadaway, " A " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (1/6/20) : 10151
Pte. B. Grubb, " B " Coy.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal (5/6/20) : 12185 Pte.
J. Sharp, " D " Coy.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal (7/9/19) : 12647
Lce.Cpl. W. Robbins, " D " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (14/6/20) : 12240
Pte. C. Gravett, " B " Coy.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal (11/3/20) ; 13326
Lce.Cpl. J. Flood, " C " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (15/6/20) : 12356
Pte. H. Overton, "B" Coy.; 11577 Pte. F. Smith,
" B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (8/6/20) : 12737
Pte. S. Parkin, " B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (17/6/20) ; 10331
Pte. T. Rye, " D " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (23/6/20) ; 12473
Pte. H. Weeks, " D " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (24/6/20) : 12487
Pte. J. Willis, " B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals (29/6/20)  10420
Pte. E. Morgan, " D '.' Coy. ; 13360 Pte. E. Purton,
" D " Coy. ; 13253 Pte. T. Brothers, " B " Coy.
The following were awarded 3rd Class Certificates of
Education (29/4/20) :—
12719 Pte. F. Drury, " A " Coy. ; 12466 Pte. N.
Priestley, " A " Coy. ; 12794 Pte. T. Bradbury, " B "
Coy. ; 10282 Pte. F. Fane, " B " Coy. ; 11370 Cpl. H.
Crump, " C " Coy. ; 11742 Lce.Cpl. P. Reeves, " C "
Coy. ; 11368 Pte. L. Limmer, " D " Coy. ; 11476 Pte.
H. Minns, " D " Coy. ; 12644 Pte. F. Acking, " D "
Coy. ; 12463 Pte. R. Cross, " D " Coy. ; 12717 Boy
P. Andrews, " C " Coy. ; 11192 Boy E. Silk, " C " Coy. ;
13041 Pte. G. Port, " A " Coy. ; 12834 Pte tV. Shelvey,
" A " Coy. ; 12824 Pte T. Church, " B " Coy. ; 12321
Pte. E. Lee, " C " Coy. ; 11217 Pte. L. Standen, " C "
Coy. ; 12298 Pte. E. Kibble, " C " Coy. ; 12099 Lce.
Cpl. L. Larkins, " D " Coy. ; 11477 Lce.Cpl. W. Lee
son, "D" Coy.; 11186 Pte. J. Miles, "C" Coy.;
13021 Dmr. H. Butler, "D" Coy.; 11077 Dmr. W.
Evans, " B " Coy.

BIRTHS.
12310 Pte S. Easton, "C " Coy.—Son, James Roland,
born at Cheriton (13/4/20).
12674 Lee.Sergt. G. Russell, "B" Coy.—Daughter
Estelle May Annie, born at Fermoy (25/5/20).

MARRIAGES.
13032 Pte. H. Swan, "C " Coy.—Wife. Edith, brought
on Married Roll (22/3/20).
12909 Sergt. R. Summers, " D " Coy.—Wife, Bridget,
brought on Married Roll (15/6/20).

LANCECORPORAL HOLNESS,
KNOWN AS "KELLY.'

Lce.Cpl. Holness, late The Buffs, had the
distinction, on the outbreak of war, of being the

first to enlist in the New Army, and was given
No. K/i. He had previously served in The
Buffs, and held the Indian Frontier medal and
the Queen's and King's South African medals.
During the European War he was with the
ist and 2nd Battalions, and served three years
in France.
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"A" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
As regards purely Company events, the past
two months have been rather uneventful.
During the second week of June the newly
arrived battalion of the Devons took over the
detachments at Waterford, Wexford, Carnsore,
and Rosslare, and the greater part of the Com
pany returned to Fermoy after an absence of
two months.
Shortly after his return from Wexford Lieut.
Tuke went to " D" Company, Lieut. Reay
taking his place as Commander of No. 2 Platoon.
Since then the Company has remained at
Fermoy, but we expect to go to Kilworth fairly
soon to fire our musketry course.
Cricket has been considerably interfered with
by the amount of duty, and also by the bad
weather, as there has been almost constant rain
since the detachments returned.
However, in what cricket there has been we
have acquitted ourselves well.
Mr. Elvin, Sergt. Truby, and Pte. Perry have
played for the Battalion ; and no less than
seven of the Warrant Officers and Sergeants'
team belonged to the Company. They were—
Mr. Elvin, R.S.M. Martin, R.Q.M.S. Martin,
C.Q.M.S. Bridgeland, Sergt. Burville, Sergt.
Hall, and Sergt. Truby.
Cpl. Hamer, Cpl. Holding, and L./Cpl. Meakin
are also members of the Corporals' XI.
An innovation has also been made in having
a Company boat, which is much appreciated and
in constant use. It is unfortunate that the
restrictions regarding the number of men
allowed on pass rather limit the opportunities
of going on the river.
Company colours, which are black and white,
are now being given for various sports and games.
The following have already been awarded :—
Running.—Sergt. Cross, Sergt. Burville, Cpl.
Bell, L./Cpl. Meakin, L./Cpl. Freeman, Pte.
Steed, Pte. Watts, Pte. Marsh.
Boxing.—Dmr. Malone, Pte. P. Watts, Pte.
Norris, Pte. Collins.
The colours were all very well earned, and we
heartily congratulate those who were fortunate
enough to get them.
One of our bestknown Company " char
acters," Pte. Harold Barker, left us recently,
after a varied and somewhat chequered career
in the Army. We wish him luck in whatever
employment he chooses to adopt in civil life.
As we remarked earlier, there is very little
that has happened worth recording.
There is only one thing more. Who was the
private who fell into a bog one night " some
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where in Ireland," and on being pulled out
himself asked the officer to lend him a worm to
catch his rifle with ?

" B " COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
During the month of June the Company did
well at cricket, playing two matches with ." A "
Company, our team being the victor on both
occasions.
In the first match, played on the 12th, we
beat "A" Company by 32 runs, and in the
second by 12 runs.
Pte. Corrigan, obtaining 23 runs, was highest
scorer in the first match, while Pte. Allingham,
with 24 runs, was highest in the second match.
In July there were no matches played, the
rain throughout the month making the ground
rather slippery ; consequently proposed matches
were abandoned.
Our casuals concluded their course at Kil
worth, and, even with the inclement weather,
the average score was very gratifying, being
I21'4.

L./Cpl. Johnson obtained highest score with
161, Pte. Gomm running rather close with 153.
Heading the Company, with a score of 164,
is Pte. Bradbury, who, firing with the casuals,
will become Company shot, unless the prewar
rule still holds good.
On July 8th Nos. 6 and 7 Platoons pro
ceeded to Michelstown, where they appear to
be having a good time.

"C" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
Owing to the Company having had so many
N.C.Os. and men on detachment at Dungarvan
and Lismore, where they had been for two
months, there is not much to say in the way of
sports. But those who remained at Head
quarters made a very good show at cricket.
June 2nd—" C " Company met " A " Com
pany, and won fairly easily. Scores :—" C "
Company, 88; "A" Company, 69; Lieut.
H. P. P. Robertson making top score (28),
L./Cpl. Flood second best (11). This N.C.O.
also did some very good bowling.
This being a practice match, everyone was
given a chance of bowling, to enable us to find
a suitable Company team.
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June 6th.—Another match was played with
a rather weak team from the Sergeants' Mess.
This was won very easily by " C " Company,
who, although opening very weakly, finished in
grand style with the score of 100, whilst the
Sergeants only managed 40. The Sergeants
were given another turn at the wickets, but did
not do much better, only making 25 runs for
seven wickets. Lieut. H. P. P. Robertson
again made top score in this match—namely, 27.
L./Cpl. Revington showed good form, scoring
16 runs. L./Cpl. Stredwick took 5 wickets for
11 runs, and L./Cpl. Easton was even better,
as he managed to secure 4 wickets for 3 runs.
The last match for June was played against
" B " Company, " C " Company again winning
by 81 runs to 69. In this match Lieut. H. P. P.
Robertson and Sergt. Denny tied for top score,
19 each. Sergt. Denny was the cause of " B "
Company's downfall by capturing five wickets,
all being bowled.
In the above matches it was noticed that
some very smart 'and keen fielding was per
formed, which is usually found to be a weak
point in newly formed teams.
We are looking forward to a few good matches
in the Harris Shield Tournament, and hope to
have further successes to report.
Although the Company was away on these
detachments, everyone was quite comfortable,
and it has been heard that both officers and
N.C.Os. and men were very sorry when they
were relieved, especially such persons as Nanty
Barton, Crumpy, and " Annie " Rowlett, who
was farfamed for the splendid variety of
delicacies that were served to the troops at
Lismore. It was even said that the Officers
were sometimes envious; anyway, the fact
remains he is now No. 1 in the Officers' Mess,
with Nobby Clark. Of course, Rigden was also
well known at this detachment. R.I.P. (Rig
den's Impossible Puddings).
Cpl. Foote(okus), who has lately rejoined us
from civil life, is still making a name for him
self, always dashing about on his duties of
Orderly Sergeant. Still, he doesn't forget that
it is much easier than civil life, even though it
is in Ireland. It is rumoured that, being so
busy, he could only manage to slip home for
three breakfasts in three weeks, and even to
manage this he had to call upon the assistance
of Taffy Reid, the Company Bobagee.
The most regrettable incident that happened
during the month of June was the capture of
pur Brigadier, which was very much felt by all
ranks, and especially by those who were away
on detachment ; and if anyone felt it more
than another, it was Lismore. Steady, " C "

Company! Of course, everyone knows now
that he is free again. Very clever! Damn
fine ! !

"D" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
The Company are still scattered, although our
detachments have dwindled down to two.
Lieut. Marshall and 2ndLieut. Coates are at
Dungarvan, and 2ndLieuts. Moss and Allom
at Castletownroche.
We had most of our recruits and category men
at Kilworth during the month, which left us
with only a few men to uphold the credit of the
Company.
Capt. Pinhey was in command at Kilworth, so
that the Company Commander and Lieut. Tuke
were the only Officers left at Headquarters.
We hear that it was very dangerous to move
along the Mitchelstown—Fermoy road after
dark, the alertness and good shooting of " D "
Company being well known ; in fact, the doctors
are still looking for a bullet of which the C.Q.M.S.
is deficient, the cartridge case only having been
returned ; it is believed to have been carried
away by a man in the R.A.S.C.
Our detachments are having their hands kept
pretty full, but the arduous duties appear to
agree with them, judging from the sick reports
and the fact that there does not appear to be
much keenness to return to Headquarters,
Our prospects for cricket are very promising,
and we hope to be successful in winning the
Cricket Shield. The sudden orders for a
" draft" for India at one time made our
chances look gloomy, as it was rumoured that
Sergt. Hills would have to go; he, however,
has had a temporary respite, so we will still
be able to count on his mighty efforts. C.Q.M.S.
Kelly and Cpl. Collier may be depended also
to keep our end up and, with their bowling
powers, keep the other's end down.
We deeply regret the death of No. 11449 Pte.
Burgess, who died at Cork Military Hospital
on July 16th, following an operation for ap
pendicitis. We tender our heartfelt sympathy
to his parents.
OFT IN THE STILLY NIGHT.

Scene:
Time: Troops being aroused for their usual
early morning constitutional (2 a.m.).
N.C.O. (waking each man) : " What size
slippers do you take ?"
IST VOICE : " Again that joke ! My size—
6, 7, 8."
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2ND VOICE (drowsily): " Day guard—piquet
—night guard—and now it's my night off. Oh
dear ! Size 9's, sergeant."
3RD VOICE (stretching): " Wha's the matter ?"
and then subsides.
SERGEANT (shaking vigorously): " What size
slip
?"
VOICE : " My turn on. Oh, 6's."
4TH VOICE : " Gie us 7's. What's it like
outside ?"
5TH VOICE : " Why, don't yer know ? Irish
sunshine ! ! !"
CHORUS OF VOICES : " My oath ! is it ever
anything else ?"
6TH VOICE : " I say, sergeant, these slippers
are too small."
N.C.O. : " Then take off your Albert Docks."
7TH VOICE : " When are we going to get some
sleep ?"
8TH VOICE : " All we want is bags of duty and
bags of sleep."
9TH VOICE : " That's profitable ; but hark to
that, Ida—I'm on day guard in the morning."
CHORUS OF VOICES : " What about a moan ?"
IOTH VOICE (coming from the Tower, and
entering slightly wet) : " Don't moan, boys ; they
will be issuing us with umbrellas next !"
(Exit the troops.)
(Returning at 5 a.m.)
GREETINGS FROM THOSE LEFT BEHIND : " Any
luck ?"
THOSE RETURNING (in one voice): " No ! Any
tea ?"
THOSE LEFT BEHIND : " What do yer want—
jam on it ? Snakey !"
N.C.O. : " Party, 'shun ! Dis—miss !"
CHORUS OF VOICES : " Now, boys, bags of
sleep."
(Five minutes later.) Sounds of snore, snore,
gnore.
NOTE.—Slippers are worn by the men on
patrol.—ED.

TRANSPORT NOTES.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,—

May I introduce myself ? I am a noble
animal, four legs—one at each comer—two long
ears, and a passion for shaking hands with
people from behind—in other words, " A MOKE."

II

By the way, the D.A.D.R. Irish Command
came round the other day to allot points for
the best transport: Oh Lor' ! you should have
seen our Transport Officer ! Talk about " wind
up." There was a gale blowing at 50 miles an
hour. He made the drivers groom, groom,
groom, all day and half the night, till my coat
shone and I looked something between a ration
tin and an oily punkahwallah. Anyhow, when
the report came in, we hadn't lost a single point
and the D.A.D.R. said we were the best lot of
animals he had seen in Ireland. Then in came
another ch,it from the General congratulating
all ranks of the Transport.
Hush ! During the inspection I heard the
D.A.D.R. tell a certain officer of a mounted
corps that if he wanted a few points on horse
management he could go to The Buffs Transport,
where no doubt a few tips would be given to
him gratis. I am going to let the Transport
Officer off that kick I promised him. I
heard him say, " Look at that mule : isn't he
a beauty ? He's something between a camel
and a bull pup." I don't quite know what he
meant, but I feel awfully conceited now. The
shoeingsmith was so delighted with the result
of the competition and the praise he got for
shoeing that he did a somersault backwards,
and fell in the sawyer's stove full of boiling
linseed and poisoned the lot of us.
They have taken all the sleekcoated horses
away now and given us a lot more mokes, and
the Transport Sergeant simply says, " Blankety,
blankety, blank, blank ! Oh, those blooming
mules !" and I promptly prepare to stroke him
gently on his manly brow with my offhind.
The drivers have got a new song, which puts
one off one's feed somewhat:—
" Grooming ! grooming ! grooming ! all the whole day
long
We are grooming.
At breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper you will find us
Grooming ! grooming !
It's enough to make a good man weep.
Soon you'll find that we are grooming
In our blooming sleep."

Goodbye, dear Editor ; I am now going to
eat the rug off my brother.
Yours sincerely,
" A MOKE."
" Yes, auntie," said a soldier, invalided home
from France, " we captured the first  line
trenches, and the very same day the French
took four hundred metres from the Germans."
" That was splendid, my boy. It ought to
put a stop to those dreadful gas attacks we hear
so much about."
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IN THE BARBER'S CHAIR.
Captain H**** M*****.
" Mornin', sir—momin'. _ Tike a chair, sir—
tike a chair. So you've come to 'ave yer 'air
cut, 'ave yer ? Orlright, sir; sit darn. I fort
at first, sir, yer cut yer own by the look of it
on the top. What d'yer say? Yer do!!
Well, I'm a good mind ter report yer ter my
Union, I am. What d'yer say ? Yer did it
ter mike it grow. Well, it serves yer right if
it do grow like that—adoing a honest man out
of er job. Yer should try some er this 'ere
lotion, sir—mikes 'air grow on billiard balls, it
do. What d'yer say ? Your's ain't a billiard
ball ? Well, I never said it was. 'Ave yer
seen THE DRAGON, sir ? You 'ave, 'ave yer ?
Well, d'yer believe wot it said about, that there
orficer a trowing away 'is sword scabbard wen
'e went, to France ? Yer do believe it, sir ?
Lor' lumme ! it ain't 'art a queer world arter
all, ain't it ? It's a good job it didn't do
more'n stick in 'is foot; if 'e'd a fell on it the
other way up, 'e'd a wanted more'n a hoperation
to 'is knee. D'yer do any fishin', sir ? Yer
do, do yer ? Well, d'yer fink anyone can go
fishin' and swimmin' at the same time, and
only get 'is knees wet ? No ! I ain't tryin'
to 'ave yer, I ain't—straight I ain't. 'Ave the
orficers started pigstickin' in the billiardroom
arter dinner, sir ? They 'aven't ? Well, I've
orfen 'eard sounds like pigs adyin' comin' from
over that way. 'Ow's that, sir ? A little
somefink on yer 'air, sir ? No, sir ? Orlright.
Fank yer kindly, sir. Goodmornin', sir—
goodmornin'."

2nd BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
Multan is red hot in the summer, although
the climate in winter is delightful. The Bat
talion is at present very much split up. There
is a detachment of 160 men at Dalhousie, in the
hills, where all the women and children are
spending the hot weather ; another detachment
at Dagshai, in the Simla Hills; and about
115 men, on the strength of the Regiment,
employed in different parts of'India, not yet
joined the Battalion.
The musketry course is being carried out by
one company at a time. " D " Company has,
fired, but the hot nights, which made sleep
impossible, had rather an adverse effect on
their scores.

13

The draft from the ist Battalion arrived in
Multan at the beginning of June, after spending
one month on the sea and six weeks at Deolalfi
Two Medical Officers, known to the Regiment
are at present doing duty at the station hospital
—Capt. Whitby, who went to France with the
ist Battalion as Medical Officer in 1914, and
Capt. J. C. Dowse, M.C., the Irish Rugby
International, who played against the ist Bat
talion for Monkstown once or twice in Dublin.
Lieut.Col. Thewles is at present acting as
Cantonment Magistrate, Multan, and Capt.
Peareth as Station Staff Officer.
Games in the Battalion are at present at a
standstill owing to the excessive heat, but we
expect to get going by the end of August.
Several N.C.Os. and men have gone on leave
to Mussorie, where excellent accommodation is
provided at the Soldiers' Home.
Lieuts. Backhouse and Lister are back from
a biggame shooting expedition in Kashmir, and
obtained a very satisfactory bag. Lieut. Lister
shot the record best bear of recent years, and
a little later was nearly caught by another bear
who chased him, after he had two misfires at
close quarters.
The distribution of the Battalion is as fol
lows :—
BATTALION HEADQUARTERS.

Commanding Officer : Lieut.Col. W. H. Trevor,
D.S.O.
SecondinCommand : Lieut.CoL R. Bright.
Adjutant: Capt. G. R. Howe.
Quartermaster : Capt. A. Corney.
Regimental SergeantMajor: R.S.M. A. W.
Andrews, D.C.M.
Bandmaster: Mr. C. B. Hewitt.
Regimental QuartermasterSergeant: Q.M.S.
W. Edwards, M.S.M.
OrderlyRoom Sergeant: O.R.Q.M.S. G. Inge,
M.S.M.
Sergeant Drummer : Sergt. P. O'Dell.
Sergeant Master Cook : Sergt. H. Webb.
Pioneer Sergeant: Sergt. A. Goldfinch, D.C.M.
Armourer Sergeant: S.Sergt. F. Jackson.
Supernumerary Company SergeantMajor:
A./C.S.M. F. Austin, M.S.M.
" A " COMPANY.

Officer Commanding: Lieut.Col. H. B. Potter,
D.S.O.
Company SergeantMajor : C.S.M. F. Cook.
Company QuartermasterSergeant: C.Q.M.S.
H. E. Blackman, M.S.M.
Storeman : Pte. P. Collard.
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"B " COMPANY.

Officer Commanding : Major E. C. Norman.
Company SergeantMajor : C.S.M. C. Guerin.
Company QuartermasterSergeant: C.Q.M.S.
A. Slender, M.S.M.
Storeman : Pte. F. Matthews.
" C" COMPANY.
Officer Commanding: Capt. G. F. Hamilton.
Company SergeantMajor: C.S.M. A. P. Vincer,
D.C.M., M.M.
Company QuartermasterSergeant : C.Q.M.S.
J. Sayer.
Storeman : Pte. J. W. Smith.

Major & Brevet Lieut.Col. R. Bright.
(Second in Command).

" D " COMPANY.
Officer Commanding : Lieut.Col. H. A. Thewles,
D.S.O.
Company SergeantMajor: C.S.M. J. Symons.
Company QuartermasterSergeant : C.Q.M.S.
F. Upson.
Storeman : Pte. J. Annon.
An N.C.O., on being told that he had to
learn Algebra at school, said it was not fair to
make them learn foreign languages.

ATHLETICS.
Since the arrival of the Battalion at Multan
the regimental relay team have won three races,
competing in open events in Indian Regimental
Sports in the Garrison. The following have
represented the Battalion for these runs :—
Lieut. W. H. Rowe, Capt. N. D. Rice,
R.S.M. Andrews, C.S.M. Cook, and Sergt.
Freeman.
At the 14th (K.G.O.) Sikhs' Sports, Lieut.
Rowe, Sergt. Freeman, and the veteran sprinter,
finished in the above order in the 100 Yards
(Open). Pte. Kimber won the Quarter Mile,

Lieut.Col. W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.
(Commanding Officer).

Capt. & Adjt. G. R. Howe.

with Sergt. Cornwall and Sergt. Ongley second
and third respectively.
Perhaps it is fresh in the minds of the readers
of THE DRAGON the 2nd Battalion's successful
championships, when Lieut. Rowe got beaten
by inches in the final of the 100 Yards in about
10J seconds. Capt. Rice secured second place
in the Long Jump, 19 ft. 4 ins. The R.S.M.
made things warm in the Half Mile, and won
after a good race. Our relay team ran second
to the R.A.S.C., in which race Lieut. Chester,
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in his 220 yards, easily got the better of his
opponents. The Battalion can produce an
excellent relay team. Lieut. Howe is good for
23 seconds for the 220, Capt. Rice and Lieut.
Chester can do 10f seconds for the 100 yards,
C.S.M. Cook 25 seconds for the 220, Sergt.
Freeman 53 seconds for the quarter, and the
R.S.M. can still do somewhere about 2 mins.
2 sees, for the half mile.
No doubt a few readers remember the great
quarter of a mile race he had with Pte. Washing
ton, the champion sprinter of the United States
Army at Manilla, in the Philippines, some years
ago, when Washington lost by a foot in 5of
seconds. Major Crookenden and Capt. H. H. C.
Baird were two of the Officers who rushed into
the arena and carried him shoulder high past
the GovernorGeneral. This was when the
2nd Battalion was stationed in Hong Kong.
We mean to have a good shot at the Indian
Championships with such men as Capt. Rice,
Lieuts. Rowe, Chester and Cartwright, R.S.M.
Andrews, C.S.M. Cook, Sergts. Freeman, Ongley,
Pte. Kimber, and a few others. With good
training the Battalion should sweep all before
them. Meanwhile we hope to unearth some
dormant talent, as it is known there are quite
a few shy 'uns who have not yet ventured to
show what they can do.
In concluding, a hearty word of congratula
tion to the ist Battalion, who splendidly up
held their great longdistance record by win
ning the All Army Championship at Aldershot
a few months ago.
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ALL INDIA
INTERREGIMENTAL BOXING
TOURNAMENT.

This took place at Poona in the last week of
January and the beginning of February. Be
sides the individual contests, there were two
challenge cups for teams of sixteen from any
unit in India.
At such short notice we could only get to
gether a team of seven, but in spite of this we
managed to tie for second place with the 2nd
Battalion Royal Fusiliers, and we were only
two points behind the winning team.
We also won two individual championships,
Lieut. D. S. Lister winning the Officers' Middle
Weights, and L./Cpl. W. Beal (" B " Company)
the N.C.Os. and Men's Feather Weights.
In the Officers' Middle Weight Championship,
won by Lieut. Lister, none of his opponents
lasted the full three rounds. L./Cpl. Beal's
scientific boxing was particularly commented
on. Lieut. HamillStewart was beaten in the
final of the Officers' Welter Weights after an
extremely plucky fight.
 Pte. W. Smith disposed of three opponents
before being beaten in the semifinal by the
ultimate winner. He boxed very pluckily, and
was awarded a prize as best loser in his weight.
L.Cpl. Windsor and Pte. Murphy were beaten
in their first fight, the latter by a very narrow
margin. Unfortunately for us, our seventh
man, L./Cpl. Patterson, had to go into hospital
with a poisoned foot on the morning of his fight.
We had great expectations from him, and had
he been able to fight, we should in all proba
bility have found ourselves at the head of the
ALBUHERA DAY.
list.
L./Cpl. Brown and L./Cpl. Middleton, who
Albuhera Day was celebrated by a holiday. accompanied the team as seconds, worked most
The Officers and Sergeants cricket match energetically both as seconds and " masseurs."
Although the tournament was fought in 1920,
opened with the dawn on the 15th, and gave
in to the sun at 9.30, play being resumed in the it was in reality the 1919 tournament, and that
evening to the accompaniment of soft music for 1920 takes place at Bombay in November.
by the band. This resulted in a victory for
the Officers, after which followed refreshments
The Aquatic Sports, which should have taken
and an impromptu Gymkhana—chariot races place on Albuhera Day, had to be postponed,
and some broken teeth.
but were commenced on Monday, May 31st,
Swimming sports had also been arranged for 1920. All the events were enthusiastically
the afternoon, but these had to be postponed, contested.
as sufficient water could not be coaxed from the
The InterCompany Relay Team showed
depths of Multan.
clearly the high standard of swimming existing
It was altogether a great day, and the cele in the Battalion, and the InterCompany Water
Polo Match was another event which drew
brations continued long after sunset.
crowds of spectators.
Much amusement was caused by the cigarette
race and the greasy pole competition. Lieut.
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Cartwright acted as referee throughout, and
was ably assisted by the other Officers.
RESULTS.

InterCompany Polo Match.—" B " Company.
InterCompany Relay Race.—" C " Company.
The Plunge.—i, Cpl. Cloke ; 2, C.S.M. Simon.
Diving for Plates.—1, Bdsm. Osborne.
Cigarette Race.—1, Dmr. Stevens.

" D" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
There is very little to report on " D " Com
pany front. We were best shooting Company in
the general musketry course fired at the begin
ning of the year. Thanks to the somewhat
warm weather and its usual results, the standard
of shooting in the new general musketry course,
fired in July, has been poor.
As regards sport, we are well to the fore, and
have several of the Battalion hockey and
football players. We were unlucky to be second
to " C" Company in the AllRound Inter
Company Championship in April.
If we had beaten " C " in hockey, we should
have been first. There is plenty of good material
in the Company, and we should pull it off next
time.
The Company is roughly 220 strong. The
Company Officers are—Lieut.Col. Thewles,
D.S.O. (O.C.), Capt. Haymen, Lieuts. Rowe,
Brooke, Penlington, and Cartwright. C.S.M.
Simon is Company SergeantMajor.
We regret to announce that eight deaths have
occurred in the Company since we came out
in November last, including one of the draft:—
C.S.M. Bott (not with Battalion).
L./Cpl. Oakley.
Pte. Bethel, M.M.
Pte. Baker.
Pte. Nash.
Pte. Midgett (at Dalhousie).
Pte. Smith.
Boy Lynch.
OBITUARY.

It is with greatest regret that we have to
announce the death of No. 10681 Pte. A. J.
Hall, of " C" Company. He was very popular
among the men of his Company, and also
among the men of the Band, of which he was
a member until a short time before the
Battalion left for India.

He died at Multan on June 4th, 1920, from
enteric fever, and was laid to rest at Multan
Cantonment Cemetery on the same day, with
full military honours.
BIRTHS.

Wife of Sergt. Holness—a son, Ernest Vincent,
at Dalhousie, June 29th, 1920.
Wife of R.S.M. A. Andrews—a son, Roland
Audley, at Dalhousie, June 6th, 1920.
Wife of L./Cpl. Middleton—a son, Alfred John,
at Dalhousie, June 16th, 1920.
DEATHS.

11453 Pte. A. Bethell, M.M., July 4th, 1920, at
Multan (heat stroke).
12164 P*e Medgett, July 21st, 1920, at Dal
housie (chloroform poisoning following
operation).
11504 Pte. G. Nash, July 14th, 1920, at Multan
(heat stroke).
11201 Pte. E. Davis, June 26th, 1920, at Multan
(inflammation of povcuds).
12646 Pte. Baker, July 25th, 1920, at Multan.
HONOURS.

No. 11687 L./Sergt. H. George awarded
Medaille D'Honneur avec Glaives en bronze
by French President (London Gazette, March
17th, 1920).
The undermentioned were presented with
medals as under by O.C. Station, Multan, on
June 20th, 1920.
8205 Pioneer Sergt. H. Goldfinch, D.C.M.
11664 C.S.M. J. Simon, Territorial Efficiency
Medal.
NOTICE.
The P.M.C. of the 2nd Battalion will be glad
to receive any photographs of Battalion in
terest, for insertion in the Battalion Album,
covering the period between the time that the
Battalion was at Wellington and the end of
the war.

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.
2nd BATTALION.

On our arrival at Multan, we found that the
building that had previously been used as a
Sergeants' Mess was situated beneath one of the
men's rooms. This for obvious reasons being
unsuitable, a move was made to a large one
storey barrackroom that had at first been
allotted to the Band. This we commenced to
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turn into a suitable Mess. It being a very large
building, it required a lot of work and cost a deal
of money to convert into something like what
it was supposed to be. It is now a fairly decent
place with two billiard tables, one our own ;
three tennis courts just outside, two double
and one single; with a plungebath and ball
alley within less than a minute's walk.
Christmas was soon upon us after our arrival,
and a fine dinner on Boxing Night, followed by
a smoker to which all our officers were invited,
went off Ai.
Whist drives have been held galore during the
winter months, and have always been well
attended. Dances have not been so well
patronized, the younger married ladies appear
ing to be too shy or strange to Army ways yet
awhile; hut probably next winter will see an
alteration—let's hope so, anyway.
Albuhera Day the officers challenged us to a
cricket match on the grass pitch—a fine, well
shaded ground about a mile and a half from our
lines. We were beaten by an innings and three
runs. Tea was provided, the Band in attend
ance, and refreshments ad lib. after sundown
brought a very enjoyable day to a close.
All the married families are away at the hills
now for the hot season, so no social functions
are being held in the Mess. We keep ourselves
pretty lively, though, with billiards, pool, hand
ball, and swimming, and have survived the
worst part of the season here; still, we won't
be sorry when the cooler weather arrives and
we can recommence tennis, hockey, and the
other outdoor games.
We have just got the news that the Battalion
is for Mespot during the next trooper, " subject
to the military situation " The chief topic now
is whether the married families will accompany
us, or what is going to happen to them.

HISTORICAL NOTES.
II.—THE CROSSING OF THE RIVER
DOURO.
MAY

12TH, 1809.

The Battle of Oporto is one of the bestknown
incidents of regimental history in the Peninsular
War ; the feat itself is known to many students
of English history, but how many realize that
The Buffs were the main factor in this victory ?
The following account may be of interest to
everyone—not that it sheds a new light, but in
itself, as an epic fight, it must come second only
to the Battle of Albuhera.

On May 12th, 1809, the British Army, of
which the regiment formed part, arrived near
the banks of the River Douro, in the immediate
vicinity of Oporto. The British commander
was desirous of crossing the river to drive the
French from the city ; but the stream was deep,
rapid, and more than 300 yards in width, and
10,000 veteran French soldiers guarded the
opposite shore. Yet the passage was effected
as follows :—
A Portuguese barber crossed the river in a
skiff, and, aided by a British Staff Officer and
a prior, succeeded in towing to the British side
of the river three large barges. Between ten
and eleven o'clock an officer and twentyfive
men of The Buffs entered the first barge, crossed
the stream unobserved, and secured a position
in a large building on the banks of the river,
called the seminary or college. Thus they
obtained a footing in the midst of the enemy
without being seen. A second and third barge
followed, each holding twentyfive men ; but
scarcely had the men from the third boat
reached the far shore than a sudden alarm was
heard from the French Army.
The beating of drums and the shouting of men
was heard, and at the moment that the re
mainder of The Buffs, commanded by Lieut.
Gen. Paget, had gained the shore, a furious
attack was made on the seminary by French
cavalry, infantry, and artillery. The Buffs,
though fighting against an overwhelming force,
stood their ground against attack after attack
of the combined French forces, and singly
resisted the French legions until supported by
the 46th and 66th British Regiments (now the
2nd Battalion Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry
and 2nd Royal Berkshire Regiment respec
tively). Meanwhile Lieut.Gen. Paget had
fallen dangerously wounded, and MajorGen.
Hill commanded the seminary. A fierce con
flict of musketry and artillery was kept up, and
some citizens of Oporto managed to cross the
river with large boats and additional reinforce
ments, and finally the enemy was driven from
Oporto, with the loss of cannon, 500 men killed
and wounded, and many hundreds of prisoners.
Sir Arthur Wellesley (afterwards Duke of Wel
lington) says in his dispatch : " I cannot speak
too much of the officers and troops ; they have
in four days marched 80 miles over difficult
country, and have engaged and defeated three
different bodies of the enemy's troops." The
Buffs performed a particularly distinguished
part of this daring exploit, and their gallantry
has been awarded with the royal permission to
have the word " Douro." inscribed on their
colours.
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DEPOT NOTES AND NEWS.
SWIMMING AND BOXING.

Swimming and boxing classes have been
instituted, and, though recruits have been shy
in coming forward at the start, both classes are
now well patronized. There is good talent
here, especially in swimming.
BASKET BALL.

Basket ball is very popular here among the
recruits. Our garrison gymnastic staff are to
be congratulated on their success in making the
game so popular.
INTERPLATOON COMPETITION (RECRUITS).

Last October an interplatoon competition
comprising football, hockey, cricket, and sports
was started. A shield is competed for twice
yearly (April ist and October ist), and won by
the platoon with the most number of marks.
No. 4 Platoon won the shield on October ist,
and therefore held it until April ist.
At the time of writing the following is the
order of the platoons in this competition :—
1st No. i Platoon ...
... 230 points
2nd
5
178
3rd
2
92
6
4th
73
5th
3
22
THE COLOUR OF THE 8TH BN THE BUFFS.

On Tuesday afternoon, July 6th, the King's
Colour of the 8th Bn. The Buffs was carried to
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the Cathedral for the purpose of consecration,
presentation, and finally of placing it in The
Buffs chapel for safe custody. The guard of
honour consisted of 50 men, and was commanded
by Capt. and BrevetMajor the Hon. P. G.
Scarlett, M.C., and the colour party consisted
of Lieut. R. M. Webster (late of the 8th Bn.
The Buffs), Sergt. Jenkins, and Cpl. Baker.
The 3rd Bn. Band was in attendance.
Owing to the afternoon being wet, the cere
mony at the Cathedral had to be held inside.
The colour was received at the nave steps by
the Cathedral choristers and clergy, the Dean
(Dean Wace) being accompanied by the Arch
deacon of Maidstone, Dr. Robinson, Minor
Canon Potter, and Procurator Helmore.
The colour having been placed on the drums
by Lieut. Webster, the hymn " Brightly gleams
our banner" was sung, and then the Dean
read the dedicatory prayers and consecrated the
colour.
Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O., Commanding
Depot The Buffs, then presented the colour to
Lieut. Webster, who turned about and faced the
guard of honour, which was formed up two deep,
in line, facing the nave steps. The guard of
honour presented arms, and the band played
the National Anthem. Lieut. Webster then
turned about and handed the colour to Major
Crookenden, who asked the Dean, on behalf of
the Battalion, to keep and guard the colour
until it should be again required. The Dean,
in reply, said they would be proud and honoured
to have charge of yet another emblem of so dis
tinguished a regiment, the colours of so many
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battalions of which they already guarded. The
Dean then gave the colour to Procurator
Helmore, who carried it to The Buffs' chapel,
while the guard of honour presented arms and
the band played " The King."
Considering the bad weather, there was a
large congregation in the Cathedral during the
ceremony. Among the congregation were
R.S.M. Ralph and R.S.M. Sangers, both of whom
served for a considerable period with the 8th
Battalion.
CRICKET.

A great fillip has been given to cricket this
year by the exceUent facihties afforded here.
We have an abundance of gear provided by the
P.R.I., who bids fair to outdo Whiteley.
Nets for the Eleven and recruits are the scene
of busy activity every evening. Here may be
seen the coming regimental trundlers practising
their breaks both ways and other artistic
fancies; and here is, anon, the patient stone
waller preparing himself for the future cultiva
tion of yawns in the pavilion ; anon the young
Rustum displaying the Jessop touch, or its
rustic equivalent.
Our cricket ground must surely be better
now than ever in history. Have we not an
enormous carthorse, two horsemowers, rollers,
and every modern engine of science for the
production of the perfect pitch ? True, the
hairs on the horse's legs have been looked on
with a jealous eye. We have managed to get
the grass cut first.
The result is a surely pleasing picture of green
velvet sward—and this in spite of the fact that
until March 15th half the ground was under
plough.
We are, indeed, very content with our recrea
tion ground, and no soldier could wish for better
facihties for the initiation into the game, which
means so much in after years.
STOP PRESS.
OBITUARY.—Percy, 16 hands, bay gelding,

aged. De mortuis.
BIRTHS.

13208 C.S.M. B. Couchman—a daughter, Doris
Lena, July 15th, 1920.
12675 Pte. H. Foster—a son, William James,
July 14th, 1920.
13218 Dmr. E. Laming—a daughter, Enid
Audrey, July 21st, 1920.
6946 Pte. J. Raines—a son, Kenneth Jack,
June 30th, 1920.
6731 C.Q.M.S. W. Spearpoint—a daughter,
Doris Mary Isabel, May 22nd, 1920.
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LETTER TO LIZZIE (2).
1572 BILL, I/BUFFS.
DEER LIZZIE,

Has i told yoo in mi larst letter i woz
very bizy Pelmanizing. This time i will tell
yoo all about pelmanizm. Itz qwite eesy.
Wot yoo hat to do yoo hat to maek up some
thing about enything yoo want to remember.
I'll show yoo wot i meen. Sposin' yoo meat a
mister Abey, and yoo mite see him again, then
this is the best wai to pelmanize him. Yoo
look at his face and think of something on it.
(i thort of his nose.) He had a bowller hat on
and it maid him look like " Abey, my boy."
Thats how i pelmanized him.
Funnee thow he came again this weak, and i
remembered him corse i'd pelmanized him.
I looked at him and said " Good morning,
mister Ikey." But he did'nt like it at all
corse he said to me " Vhat yoo think i come
from Houndsditch ?"
I did'nt remembered ware he come from, and
i told him i had tryed to pelmanize his face,
but 1 think he thort I sed " pulverise," corse
now i'm a good advertisement for the Red
Crawse Sosyety.
Of corse yoo don't alwaes maik mistakes hke
that.
Wun of our Sergeints as started Pelmanizing.
He started pelmanizing on me first and he ain't
maid wun misteak yet. He's bean so bizy
pelmanizing that he's forgot our platoon iz
more than wun strong.
But that's ownly a little detale; when yoo
pelmanize yoo hat to forget all the little detales,
yoo don't need httle detales to get £1000 a
year.
But our platoon Sergint ain't pelmanized
much yet, so he's forgot that point. When he
remembers praps he'll pelmanize on a larger
scale.
I will let yoo know when he starts platoon
pelmanization. Deer Lizzie i ain't herd from
yoo for a fortnite, but don't start pelmanizing
or yoo'll forgit to rite to
Yore ever Luvin' Bruther
1572 BILL, I/BUFFS.
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THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT.
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KIDNAPPING OF GENERAL
LUCAS.
On Saturday, June 26th, 1920,1 was at Lower
Kilbarry, about six miles east of Fermoy, with
General Lucas and Colonel Danford. At about
9 p.m. General Lucas and I returned to the
cottage, Colonel Danford being still on the lower
part of the fishing. On entering the north door
of the cottage I was held up by four armed men,
and ordered out to the rear of the cottage.
There I saw that the General and the batman
had been similarly treated. After being searched
we were taken into the cottage and kept under
observation. As far as could be ascertained,
there were between fifteen and eighteen men
present, ah of whom were armed ; they were all
cleanshaven, and varied in age from about
twenty to thirtyfive years.
The man in charge would give no informa
tion as to his intention as long as Colonel Dan
ford was absent.
Danford appeared at about 10.30 p.m.,
having been brought from down the river by
men sent for the purpose.
We were then informed that we were to
consider ourselves prisonersofwar of the Irish
Republican Army, that we would be accorded
the treatment due to our rank, and that our
relations would be informed to that effect.
We were then taken away in motor cars. I
was in the leading car with the driver andtwo
armed men. General Lucas and Danford were
in the rear car with a driver and two armed
men.
The front car was a Ford, brought by the
attackers. The second car belonged to General
Lucas, and was driven by one of the attackers.
About twelve men remained in charge of the
cottage, in which were three servants.
We left the cottage at about 10.45 p.m., and
proceeded in a southwesterly direction by the
more unfrequented roads.
For about three miles from the cottage there
were groups of men at most of the crossroads,
and people were out in front of their cottages,
evidently awaiting the approach of the cars.
At about 11.30 p.m. the front car stopped
and turned back, having lost sight of the one in
rear. After proceeding about 200 yards, we
came across the General's car, which had been
driven into the bank. A short distance beyond
Danford was lying in the middle of the road,
bleeding from a wound in the head.
The party decided to go on in one car, as the
other was not fit to run any considerable
distance. I was told to remain and look after
Danford. One member of the party was left
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behind, and he proceeded along the road in an
easterly direction, saying that he would get a
doctor. At the time I had no idea as to the
part of the country we were in.
Danford was unconscious and had lost con
siderable blood, so I could not leave him
for any lengthy period. At various times I
went about half a mile along the road in either
direction, but could see no houses, and also
went to the river, about half a mile south, for
water.
Danford just spoke at about 4 a.m. Shortly
after this it began to rain, and continued to do
so until after five o'clock, so I put the bonnet
of the car over him for protection. As dawn
came on the view of the country was obscured
by the rain, but when the rain ceased I was able
to fix my position from the top of a small
hillock.

ON TREK IN WEST AFRICA.
I received orders late in March of this year
to take the April issue of clothing to two of
our companies in outstations at Okwaga and
Ankpa. My escort would consist of one N.C.O.
and six men, as well as a few details returning
to their companies. I was allowed ten personal
loads, including four hammock carriers.
On March 27th I embarked, at 7 a.m., on the
tiny sternwheeler White Swan at Lokoga, with
fifty Government, ten personal, and three men's
loads ; the last belonged to the escort details.
March being the driest, hottest month in the
year in Northern Nigeria, the Niger was at
its lowest ebb, with sandbanks sticking out
of the river bed all over the place.
The White Swan took us down the river a
mile or two below Lokoga, where the big two
decker, twowheeler Sarota waited to carry us
to Idah, where I was to pick up carriers for the
trek inland to Okwaga, our first destination.
We soon reached the Sarota, on which the loads
were quickly transferred, and shortly after we
were plunging down for Idah, a distance of
about fifty miles, which ought to have taken us
about seven or eight hours, instead of which
we took two and a half days.
The Sarota used to convey the Governor up
and down river, so you can imagine she was very
well fitted out and comfortable. I had one
other fellowpassenger, an R.C. Bishop in a
heliotrope robe ; consequently we had the whole
of the top deck to ourselves, whilst the lower
deck was crammed with a chattering mass of
humanity, together with all their farmyard
possessions.
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The reason why we took such a long time to
reach Idah was owing to our running aground
on sandbanks on three separate occasions; the
first time it took us twentyseven hours to get
off, the second about eighteen hours, and the
third about four hours. Each time the pro
cedure to get us off was the same, so I will
explain one of them.
The first indication was a slight crunching
noise, then a jolt. The ship stopped, where
upon the Captain, clad in a " walkingout "
pyjama suit and a peaked yachting cap, like
the French boys used to wear, descended
leisurely from the bridge and took a look round.
Nobody was upset—no noise, no confusion—
for all they cared we could have remained there
until their chop ran out. Some of the Hausa
passengers ejaculated a little " Ah, ah!"
otherwise all serene.
When the Captain had finished his investiga
tions, he ordered the small boat out with the
ship's anchor attached to a wire hawser. The
crew took this out about 25 yards, then dropped
it overboard. Meanwhile the man at the winch
started his engine, thus trying to haul the ship
off the bank by the anchor. This was of no
avail, so the crew upanchored and rowed
leisurely towards the ship again ; the Captain
gave them another direction, and the same per
formance was gone through again. They went
on like this all day, dumping the anchor at
intervals all round the ship. They never got
worried, although the sun was coming down hot
and strong. It was all taken as one huge joke.
Finally, towards evening, the Captain had a
brainwave : he ordered the small boat in, and
the anchor was taken on board. Then he gave
the order " All hands overboard." Immedi
ately the crew, with shrieks of delight, threw
themselves into the water, only about two feet
deep ; one shovel from the stokehole was passed
to them, and they started to dig us out: at
least, only one man could use the shovel—the
remainder used their hands. This was a great
joke ; the Captain thought he must join in, so
he leapt overboard, not troubling to take off
his fine pyjamas or cap, but proceeded to paddle
about on his back, exhorting the crew to " dig
away." It was too comic for words to see the
Captain floating about, not taking the slightest
interest in the work, only occasionally calling
out, " Dig away," which the crew took up with
further shouts of delight.
They eventually gave up this kind of sport,
and came on board to partake of chop. Mean
while we hadn't moved an inch. So it went on
until next day, when by some miracle we got
off, only to stick a few miles farther down
river, where the same performance was repeated,
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and again for the third time. Eventually we
arrived at Idah, to our great relief, as these
frequent stoppages became more than a joke.
Here I was met by a gang of prisoners,
chained in twos, in charge of native warders,
called " Dogari," dressed in a kind of blue
smock, with scarlet turbans on their heads
and scarlet kamarbands round their waists.
Their arms consisted of all kinds of ancient
weapons—rusty old scimitars that could not
cut butter, huge horse pistols, bows and arrows,
as well as a variety of knives.
I handed my loads over to the care of these
people, who took them up to the resthouse,
consisting of a round mud wall with a grass
conicalshaped roof, quite cool inside ; the only
drawback to the grass roof being that you
have all kinds of insects dropping on to you
and into your chop. I found that the District
Officer was away on tour in the bush, so his
clerk undertook to procure carriers for me by
the next morning. The carriers eventually did
turn up, but some hours late, which meant
having to march in the heat of the day in order
to reach the next resthouse. The one great thing
is never to tell your carriers to report to you
at a certain hour, if you wish to march off an
hour or two later, because they will never turn
up at the stated time. The only thing to do,
if you are marching early, is to get them the
night before, and keep them under guard until
the last moment before moving off.
I left Idah next morning at 9 a.m. with just
on a hundred people all told ; when I saw them
all disappearing off into the bush in single file
on a very narrow road I thought I should never
see them again. But here was where the escort
came in : ajiuge burly sergeant leading, and one
soldier every tenth carrier—things went quite
smoothly.
Our march that day was just over eleven miles
to Offarachi through orchard bush. That does
not mean fruittrees, but bush which is fairly
open, consisting of small trees and grass. On
an average you can see about 50 yards. We
arrived at Offarachi about two in the afternoon,
just a bush hut for a rest hut, and a few out
houses. The village was hidden somewhere in
the bush.
The procedure on arrival is to send for the
Sariki (headfnan or chief), if you have not
already done so previously, and tell him that
you want sufficient chop for the troops and
carriers ; he makes you a present of a chicken
or eggs, for which you pay him what it comes
to. Really you make each other a present.
Our next stage was Adora, twentyone miles
away, so, to avoid as much as possible march
ing during the midday heat, we set out about
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5 a.m. next morning. This was the worst march
we had, owing to the carriers collapsing and
refusing to go on owing to our running short
of water. I made the mistake of calling the
usual tenminute halts ; apparently they don't
understand this, but much prefer to march
until they come to water, where they drink their
fill and then carry on to the next stream. As
fate would have it, our halts always came mid
way between such streams as there were.
Consequently there was rather a mess up, and
carriers started falling down. At last I had to
halt, owing to one fellow who became uncon
scious. Then they all started shrieking out
that he was dead. I began to feel a trifle
" windy," but was somewhat reassured by
finding his pulse going strong. It was now
midday, and the temperature was about ioo°,
with the nearest stream seven miles on ahead.
I would never have got there if it had not been
for the Hausa troops ; they were simply splen
did, and all came from the north. Eventually
we got to the stream, which saved the situation,
and into Adora about four in the afternoon. I
was never more thankful in my life to see a
native village. Adora resthouse is the best
on that road—plenty of food and water—and
is situated on the edge of the pagan Ibo country.
Here we changed carriers. I was glad to see
the last of them.
We had great difficulty in obtaining fresh
carriers here, as they are not too keen on
carrying for troops ; however, on sending some
men out on scrounging expeditions, we roped
enough in for the march the following morning.
Our next stage was Ibegwa, a fourteenmile
march. The new carriers turned out better
than the others, so we got on splendidly. I
let them halt when they felt inclined, conse
quently our first halt came when we had done
over two hours ; rather wonderful when each
man was carrying about 60 lbs. on his head.
By this method we got on much quicker, only
having three halts of about a quarter of an hour
each during the whole day's march.
Ibegwa was the first really interesting place
that I had seen. Everything was on the small
scale : tiny miniature huts like dogkennels ;
small people ; even their animals were dwarfs.
I saw one fullgrown cow about three feet high,
perfect in detail and in no way deformed.
Their goats were the funniest; they looked as
if they had got mixed up with dachshunds
during some part of their existence—very long
bodies and tiny legs, so that their stomachs
were hardly clear of the ground. The people
themselves were hardly better than animals.
They would eat everything alive, including
human beings ; dogs seemed to be one of their
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favourite dishes. The old chief had a dog's
skin hung from one shoulder, sewn up in the
form of a bag, in which he carried his most
cherished belongings. The women, who looked
more ferocious than the men, carried their
babies slung over one shoulder, with the
wretched babies hanging down their backs.
In the more civilized parts the babies are carried
on the women's backs in a kind of sling.
From Ibegwa we marched fifteen and a half
miles to Obolo over a very fine piece of road
broad enough to take four motors abreast. This
road is in Southern Nigeria, but as soon as we
left Obolo we were in Northern Nigeria again,
where the road became a bush track.
From Obolo to Okwaga was twentytwo and a
half miles, which we did in a day; not very
pleasant marching, as the country was very
hilly, and the socalled road was worse than ever.
Okwaga finished the first part of our march,
as it was one of our outstations, containing a
company. So far we had marched eightyfour
miles from Idah, taking five days' actual
marching. One day's halt at Adora to collect
carriers.
After a day or two's rest we set out for Ankpa,
where the second company was stationed,
thirtythree miles from Okwaga, due north.
The march would be divided into three easy
stages—easy in the way of distance, but not so
easy marching, as the road was nothing but a
bush track, and very hilly, with various streams
to cross, with no bridges ; they all had to be
waded. Luckily, the deepest was not more
than two feet deep. The country we had to pass
through had a bad name, as the pagans, the
Opotas, a degenerate tribe, were very turbulent.
A patrol had to be sent against them in 1914,
They practised headhunting in a small way,
as no woman would look at a man unless he
could produce a head ; but apparently it didn't
necessarily mean a man's head in fair fight,
but any head, man's, woman's, or child's ; being
such cowards, they took women's and children's
heads for preference.
However, we accomplished the march to
Ankpa in three days without any incident.
Ankpa is the headquarters of the Resident of
Munshi Province, about the size of Ireland, and
looked after by a dozen political officers.
Ankpa itself is situated on the side of a hill,
with one or two decent bungalows and about
half a dozen Europeans.
I only stayed there for a day, got rid of the
rest of my loads, then set out for the journey
back to the Niger and Lokoga. This stage of
the journey was much the best, as the road was
good all the way, as well as the resthouses,
and the people more civilized.
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As we came to each resthouse, the Sarild July 9. Regiment landed at Ostend, pro
ceeded to Paris to join the Army
and all his followers, with drums beating, came
under the Duke of Wellington, and
out to meet us, then conduct us to the resthouse
was reviewed by the Kings of
with great ceremony.
France and Prussia, and the Em
At the last, Dekinna, we had a great reception.
perors of Russia and Austria, 1815.
The Sariki here had three drummers and a sort
,, 11. Battle of Oudenarde won by the
of Court Crier, who went in front bellowing at
Duke of Marlborough, 1708. Regi
the top of his voice without ceasing, until we
ment engaged.
came to the resthouse. What with his shouting
and the efforts of the drummers, who beat their
2nd Battalion left Kroonstad for
drums as if their lives depended upon it, the
Pretoria, 1900. Relieved on sta
noise was terrific. I felt very out of place, being
tions south of Kroonstad by 3rd
in a pair of trousers and a bush shirt, very hot
Battalion.
and dusty, while the Sariki and all his followers
,,
15.
Napoleon
surrendered at Rochfort to
were in all their glory. I felt rather like the
Capt. Maitland, of the Bellerophon,
Lord Mayor would feel if he appeared in his
1815.
procession in a pair of pyjamas.
„ 16. Field  Marshal George Howard,
Next day, after a weary climb up a range of
Colonel of the Regiment, died,
hills, we suddenly saw the Niger twisting and
1796. He commanded the regi
turning in the valley at our feet, with Lokoga
ment at the Battles of Fontenoy,
looking like a miniature town on the far side.
Falkirk, Culloden, and Val.
A magnificent view.
,, 17. Defeat of Nana Sahib at Cawnpore,
On reaching the banks of the river, we got
1857, by Havelock.
hold of some dugout canoes and poled across
to Lokoga.
„ 18. The French lines at IJelixem and
So ended a very interesting three weeks' trek
NeerHespen forced, 1705. Regi
ment engaged.
through the bush.
P. R. H. F.
„ 19. Engagement at Laer, 1693. During
the fighting The Buffs were beset
by a brigade of infantry and several
THE BUFFS CALENDAR.
regiments of dismounted dragoons,
two ensigns carrying the colours
ANNIVERSARIES.
being killed.
,, 22. Groningen surrendered, 1594. Regi
ment engaged,
JULY.
ist Battalion encamped at Wickham
July 1. Regiment ordered to wear white horse
Bushes and reviewed by King
on Grenadier caps, 1751
George III, 1792.
2. French and Bavarians defeated with
,, 23. Regiment first clothed with red coats,
great loss at Schellenberg, 1704.
I585
Regiment engaged, and furnished
,,
25.
ist
Battalion engaged in the Valley
130 men as a forlorn hope.
of
Roncesvalles against the French,
Battle of Val, 1747. Regiment en
1813.
gaged.
„ 27. Battle of Talavera, 1809. Regiment
Battle of Nieuport, 1600. Regiment
.engaged.
engaged.
Steenwick surrendered, 1592. Regi
„ 28. Battle of Pyrenees, 1813. ist Bat
ment engaged.
talion engaged under the Duke
of Wellington. Battle ended on
Corporal Smith, ist Battalion, decor
August ist.
ated with the V.C., 1899.
„
29.
Surrender
of Tournay, 1709. Regi
,,
5. Capture of Chusan, China, 1840.
ment engaged.
Gangers' Hut, Balmoral, defended by
2nd Battalion, 1901.
ist Battalion arrived at Waterford,
1848, to put down SmithO'Brien
„
7. Wellington and the Allies entered
outbreaks.
Paris, 1815.
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lEbttonal IFlotes.
The Editor regrets that the DRAGON is not
meeting with that support which the Regi
mental Magazine deserves. He wishes to
remind readers that the current numbers of
the magazine are not only of interest now,
but will be, perhaps, of even greater interest in
the years to come.
Keep your copies, have them bound, and you
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will find them most interesting reading when
you have left the Regiment.
Your parents and relations may also find the
magazine interesting, and it saves you writing
letters !
*

*

*

We hear that the 2nd Battalion is standing by
to go to Mesopotamia, and wish them luck
during their stay in those parts, which we hope
will not be of long duration.
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We would be glad of news from the 4th and
5th Battalions.
*

*

*

The Editor would be grateful if those sub
scribers who have not paid their subscriptions
will kindly do so now, or inform him if they do
not wish to continue to receive the magazine.
*
*
*
The Editor begs to acknowledge with thanks
the receipt of the Royal Fusiliers Chronicle for
September, 1920.
*

*

*

In this number will be found much news of
interest concerning the happenings at Canter
bury during the cricket week.
Capt. H. C. C. Baird, D.S.O., is to be con
gratulated on his excellent performance in the
Past and Present match.
*

*

*

With this number we are printing a copy of
the 1914 Army List, showing all officers who
were on the strength of the Regiment on the
outbreak of the late war.
*

*

*

We offer our heartiest congratulations to
Lieut. G. C. Stainforth on his recent marriage
to Miss Glover, of Bombay. May all good luck
attend him in the future !
*

*

*

The Committee of The Buffs Benevolent Fund
wish to acknowledge with thanks the receipt
of the following sums :—
£ s d*
Sergeants' Mess, ist Bn. The Buffs 10 10 0
" A " Coy., ist Bn. The Buffs ... 20 15 9
" B " Coy., ist Bn. The Buffs ... 10 o o
" C " Coy., ist Bn. The Buffs ... 22 13 o
Sergeants' Mess, Depot The Buffs 10 10 o
St. Andrew's Canteen, donation
52 10 o
Kent Soldiers' Fund
...
... 30 o o
P. G. SCARLETT, Major,
Hon. Sec.
<>

<>

A TRUE STORY.
SERGEANT : " What is a rifle ?"
RECRUIT : " An imaginary line drawn through

a sporting gun."
[If we must draw the line somewhere, we
think it must be time to do so now.]
ANOTHER TRUE STORY.
SERGEANT : " What is' dead ground ' ?"
RECRUIT : " The cemetery, Sergeant."
SERGEANT : " That's not dead ground, but

it's where you'll be if you don't pay more atten
tion to what I've been telling you."

1st BATTALION NOTES A N D
NEWS.
A short time ago a rumour was circulated
that everyone was to be granted leave during
the winter months. But we have heard these
things before, so most people regarded this as
only another legpull. But, joy of joys, it
really is true ! In fact, by the time that these
lines appear in print a few will probably have
already returned, with gloomy faces and empty
pockets, declaring that England is not what it
was, and that furlough is quite an overrated
blessing. But doubtless the others will be
quite as ready to go and taste a few of the joys
that await them.
During August we have been fortunate in
being blessed with a good number of fine days.
Consequently we made an effort to make up
for lost time, and played as much cricket as
possible.
Although we were not able to meet many
outside teams, we enjoyed several quite inter
esting interCompany and pickup games.
In the course of the month the officers gave
their annual " At Home " to the Sergeants and
their families on the cricket field.
The Sergeants' Mess also entertained the
Corporals in the same way.
Accounts of the matches appear elsewhere.
As was only to be expected, " D " Company
easily won the cricket in the Harris Shield
competition.
They afterwards challenged the rest of the
Battalion, and again proved victorious. But
it is only fair to " the Rest " to say that they
were not able to turn out their strongest team.
Photographs of " D " Company team and
the Battalion team appear in this number.
Sergt. Real and Capt. Pinhey do not appear in
the photograph of " D " Company team, as
they were on detachment when it was taken.
<$>

<£>

1st BATTALION CRICKET
NOTES.
On August 2 ist we met the 1st Battalion
Royal Fusiliers on our own ground.
Mr. Elvin won the toss, and put our oppo
nents in first.
Lieut. Wall and Capt. Cazalet opened the
batting for the Fusiliers, but disaster came with
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C.S.M. Barrell (Scorer).

1st BATTALION THE BUFFS CRICKET TEAM, 1920.

Corpl. Hall. Lieut. Tuke. Corpl. Collier. Sergt. Truby.
Lieut. Symons. Lieut.Col. McDouall. Bandmaster Elvin.

the first ball, when Sergt. Hills dismissed Lieut.
Wall.
Sergt. Hills continued to knock down wickets
in rapid succession, taking eight wickets. alto
gether.
The whole side was soon out for 46.
Sergt. Truby and Mr. Elvin opened for The
Buffs. Sergt. Truby was given out lbw when
11 runs had been scored for the side.
Mr. Elvin and Cpl. Collier were bowled a little
later by Capt. Shelley.
Col. McDouall, who was playing in his first
match this year, surprised everybody by the
confident way he met the bowling, and scored
31 runs before being caught at midon.
Sergt. Hills, as usual, hit the bowling all over
the field and when the innings was declared
closed he had scored 64 not out. Scores :—
IST BATTALION ROYAL FUSILIERS.

Lieut. Wale, b Sergt. Hills ...
...
...
Capt. Cazalet, b Sergt. Hills
...
...
Lieut. Allen, c Mr. Elvin b Sergt. Hills ...
Lieut. Munday, b Sergt. Hills
...
...
Capt. Buck, lbw b Sergt. Hills
...
...
Major Gubbins, run out
...
...
...
Capt. Shelley, not out
...
...
...
Pte. Voller, b Sergt. Denny
...
...
Lieut. Boyle, c Sergt. Denny b Sergt. Hills
Sergt. Hipman, c and b Sergt. Hills
...
Lieut. Ryme, b Sergt. Hills
...
...
Extras
Total ...

5

...

...

...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
_ ...
...

o
5
5
o
2
6
14
o
6
o
o
8

...

46

Sergt. Denny. Sergt. Collins.
Sergt. Hills. C.Q.M.S. Kelly.

Corpl. Edwards.

IST BATTALION THE BUFFS.

Sergt. Truby, lbw b Pte. Voller
...
...
Mr. Elvin, b Capt. Shelley ...
...
...
Cpl. Collier, b Capt. Shelley
...
...
Col. McDouall, c Major Gubbins b Pte. Voller
Sergt. Hills, not out ...
...
...
...
Lieut. Tuke, b Capt. Shelley
...
...
Sergt. Denny, st Lieut. Munday b Pte. Voller
C.Q.M.S. Kelly, not out
...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

8
10
9

31
64
o
10
12
9

Total (6 wkts., i.d.c.)
...
... 153
Lieut. Robertson, Cpl. Hall, and Pte. Perry did not bat.

On September 4th we played our last match
of the season, when we met the 7th Brigade
R.G.A. again. As we had each won a match,
this meeting was the cause of much interest.
Our opponents won the toss, and decided to
bat first on a good dry wicket.
Sergt. Ford and Bdr. Weekes opened the
batting, and carried the score to 21 before a
wicket fell, Sergt. Ford being given out lbw.
Wickets began to fall fairly satisfactorily
until Lieut. Ormerod came in. He was not
dismissed until the score had been carried from
48 to 96.
After this the game went well for us, for the
remainder of the side was out for the total of 103.
Lieut. Symons and Mr. Elvin opened for
The Buffs, but Lieut. Symons was dismissed
after scoring 10.
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Mr. Elvin played by far his best innings this
year, and scored 21 before being caught in the
slips.
When the eighth wicket fell, the match had
reached a very critical stage for both sides as
we only required 3 runs to win.
But the next wicket fell without any more
runs being added.
We had
r Two byes put our* score to 103.
saved the match, but still another run was
required to win.
That run was never scored. The match was
a tie !
After tea it was decided to divide the remain
ing amount of time available equally, so as to
get some kind of decision.
The 7th Brigade went in, and scored 38 for
the loss of three wickets before their time was up.
Cpl. Hall and Sergt. Hills then followed, and
gave a brilliant display of pure slogging. Sergt.
Hills hit the ball out of the ground four times,
and scored 69 not out.
When stumps were drawn, we had scored 101
for the loss of three wickets.
Scores :—
7TH BRIGADE R.G.A.

Sergt. Ford, lbw b Sergt. Denny
Bdr. Weekes, b Sergt. Denny
...
...
...
Col. Bond, b Sergt. Denny ...
...
... ,
...
Capt. Caudle, c Sergt. Collins b Sergt. Hills
...
Lieut. Ormerod, lbw b Cpl. Collier
...
...
Lieut. Tidcombe, c Sergt. Truby, b Sergt. Denny
Sergt. McDowde, b Cpl. Collier
...
...
...
Lieut. Watkins, b Sergt. Hills
...
...
...
Gnr. Webb, c Collins b Cpl. Collier
...
...
Gnr. Shelton, st Cpl. Hall b Sergt. Hills ...
...
Bdr. Mulcock, not out
...
...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
Total ...

14
17
10"
2
31
3
14
2
o
o
1
o
103

IST BATTALION THE BUFFS.

Lieut. Symons, c Weekes b Lieut. Ormerod
Mr. Elvin, c Lieut. Ormerod b Gnr. Webb
Cpl. Collier, c and b Col. Bond
Col. McDouall, b Col. Bond
Sergt. Hills, b Lieut. Ormerod
C.Q.M.S. Kelly, c Lieut. Ormerod b Col. Bond
Sergt. Denny, b Lieut. Ormerod .
Sergt. Truby, run out
Cpl. Hall, not out
Sergt. Collins, c Sergt. Ford b Lieut. Ormerod
Lieut. Tuke, b Sergt. Ford ...
Extras
...
...
Total ...

...

3

21
18
o
14

5
9
5

8
o
o
20
103

'*<$>

A" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
We have to mourn the loss of many valuable
members of the Company who left us since our
last " Notes " to join the 2nd Battalion in
India. We wish them all good luck. Judging
by " wars and rumours of wars " that reach us
from the East, they seem quite likely soon to
see service.
The Company marched up to Kilworth on
August 28th to fire the musketry course. The
weather was not always all that could be
desired. But, on the whole, we were decidedly
lucky, and life under canvas made a pleasant
change, though no one was very sorry to come
back to Fermoy at the end of it. We
can honestly congratulate ourselves on the
firing.
The Company produced no less than sixteen
marksmen, and the average in the classification
was extraordinarily good.
No. 4 Platoon came out top in the averages,
and are to be congratulated on a really good
performance.
There was not much time for games and
amusements, but, in conjunction with the
recruits, we played two football matches—one
against " A " Company of the Royal Fusiliers,
and one against " C " Company of the same
Battalion. We were unfortunate enough to
lose both of these, the first 3—2, and the second
4—1. On both occasions the Fusilier teams
were heavier and faster than ourselves, and also
much better together. However, they were
both hard, fast, sporting games, and much
enjoyed.
Towards the end of our time at Kilworth
Lieut.Col. Lucas left us to go on a three
months' course at the Senior Officers' School,
Woking. Lieut. Essell has taken over the
command of the company in his place.
Our stay at Kilworth was without any par
ticular incident, except for the mysterious dis
appearance of certain geese, of which perhaps
the less said the better !
Eventually we marched back to Fermoy on
September 24th, and are rapidly settling down
to life in barracks once more.
Last, but not least, after many rumours,
leave has reopened after the three months'
embargg, and there is now the glorious certainty
of twentyeight days for everyone—an ample
compensation !
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month, they were sorry to leave; ask Mr.
Willows ! Still, all good times come to an end.
We had some very nice times while we were at
Kilworth. There was one marquee in the camp
that could tell some tales ; if there is any doubt
Having been worried for days
about it, ask Footokus, or better known at
By an Editor greedy for copy,
Kilworth as " Bung Foote." Some very nice
I've attempted to humour his craze
experiences were reenacted there, such as
From a spirit of sheer philanthropy.
" how he nearly got in the Tank Corps." There
were others in the Company, of course, that
But there's nothing of interest to write,
managed to make themselves known, as I have
And in prose I have failed very badly.
heard that " The Poor that helps the Poor "
Verse doesn't better my plight ;
and " Walla Por Ru " were sung in the same
I'd cry off the job very gladly.
marquee on one occasion. However, mum's
the word.
I know well a party returned
Anyway, taking things all round, we had a
From a row of damp tents at the ranges,
lovely time, and the scoring was not too bad,
But nobody's really concerned
except in a few cases, such as the Captain's
At any such ordinary changes.
groom, etc. ; no names, no pack drill.
Now we found time for a little sport as well
Again, let me ask you : " Do you, Sir,
as duty, for on Sunday, the 15th, we played
Imagine your readers would glow
"C" Company, ist Battalion Royal Fusiliers,
If, through these columns, they knew, Sir,
at football; and although we only had
That the Coy. had another C.O. ?"
" Ammo's " on, we managed to beat them by
3 goals to 1. Who was it said " Go on, the
I can't see the use of recording
Third " ? On the 22nd we were in great
Bald facts like these in a list—
demand, as the Company cricket team went
A reason I quote as affording
to Headquarters to meet " A " Company in
Excuses for me to desist.
the
Lord Harris Shield Tournament, and suc
J. B. S.
ceeded in defeating them by 70 runs. Lieut.
J. R. Willows securing top score (42 runs), and
" C " COMPANY NOTES AND Pte. Blackwell second with 15 runs. There
was some very good fielding in this match.
NEWS.
The result enabled us to compete in the final.
I am sure " C " Company's team, enjoyed the
On July 24th Capt. J. F. W. Allen, M.C., Tea that was given them at Headquarters,
C.S.M. G. Barrel! D.C.M., Sergt. Parkes, and even though it was not given by " A " Com
several others rejoined us from Shorncliffe, pany. While the cricket match was going on
where they had been undergoing a course of the lads at Kilworth, getting a bit tiredlike,
machinegun instruction, with a view to forming thought they would like something to do to
a Machine Gun Platoon. Of course, Capt. break the monotony, so arranged a match with
Allen resumed the duties of commanding " C" " A " Company, ist Royal Fusiliers, and after
Company by relieving Capt. D. V. Thomas, playing for twenty minutes the Fusiliers scored
who took over 2ndinCommand, and is still a goal; then, unfortunately, the ball burst,
with us. We were all very glad to see them therefore the game had to be disbanded, much
back, and they all returned with good results. to the dismay of " C " Company, who, I believe,
We were all very sorry to receive the news that were quite out to deliver the same defeat as
C.S.M. Barrell was not coming back to the they did to " C " Company of the Fusiliers the
company, but was posted to " D " Company. week previous.
I might mention that whilst at Kilworth the
Lucky Tim !
second Indian draft to the 2nd Battalion were
On August 5th the Company proceeded to ordered to proceed on leave. We had twenty
Kilworth to fire their General Musketry Course. eight to go ; one of them we were especially
Of course, we marched not very far; still, it sorry to lose—Cpl. Sidwell, who was a good
hurt several, as it came a bit strange. Well, sport. This draft had great difficulty in leaving
we were fortunate, as it was fairly good weather^ Fermoy, as the railway officials in this country
and, of course, that is what is required " under do not like us ; anyway, after waiting about
canvas." Our detachment from Lismore joined Fermoy Station for twentyfour hours, a good
us at Kilworth on the 8th, and, as I said last Samaritan was found to drive them to Rosslare.
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This draft, having had their leave, rejoined the
Depot.
On the 28th we played " D " Company at
cricket in the final for the Lord Harris Shield,
and, of course, it was a foregone conclusion :
we lost by an innings and 4 runs. Sergt. Denny
made top score for " C " Company (28 runs),
and also took 7 wickets for 40 runs. Sergt.
Hills was the most dangerous for "D" Com
pany, as he made 38 runs and also took 7
wickets for 21 in the first innings ; and in the
second innings he was much better, as he took
5 wickets for 18. (Good old Sonny !) Any
way, someone had to take second place ; there
fore it was " C " Company this time.
On the 29th the annual cricket match,
Officers v. Sergeants, took place, and " C " Com
pany were well represented. In the Officers'
team were Capt. J. F. W. Allen, M.C., who made
6 in the first innings ; Lieut. J. R. Willows, 3 ;
Lieut. H. P. P. Robertson, 10; Lieut. N. G.
Wale, not out. Second innings : Capt. J. F. W.
Allen, M.C., top score, 42 not out; Lieut.
Willows, 1 ; Lieut. Robertson, 1 ; and. Lieut.
Wale, 6. The only sergeant of " C " Company
playing was Sergt. Denny, who managed 10 ;
anyway, the Sergeants were pretty cushy, and
only allowed themselves to win by 60 runs.
We hope to report some good results of foot
ball in the next number, and also lots of other
important events.

" D" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,—

Once again our energies have been
brought to bear upon a few company notes !
Truly a thankless task for the poor unfortunate
whose business it is to subscribe these articles.
We are rather handicapped in the knowledge
.that other companies possess such a fine selec
tion of reporters, and no doubt, had the sub
scriber of this article been born on a Friday,
" Don " Company would likewise be well repre
sented. Truly, the " D "ites are very sad
nowadays. Even the winning of the Cricket
Shield has done very little to alleviate their
feelings. Do we not all know that the " cream"
of The Buffs (namely, "A" Company) have
returned, and therefore our happy days among
the happy hunting grounds of Fermoy, with the
fair colleens of this busy town, are surely num
bered ? Consequently we can only sigh, and
murmur " Roll on, March."

We " D "ites are thankful, for Providence
has been good to us, and decreed that Sergt.
Major Barrell, D.C.M.—otherwise known as
" Georgie "—has been granted the privilege of
looking after us.
*
We sympathize with " C " Company in their
loss, but once again we can only quote the well
known phrase, " Their loss, our gain."
We welcome " Georgie " to our bosom. May
he stay with us until such time as he samples the
joys of civvy life !
As was generally anticipated throughout the
Battalion, " D" Company won the Cricket
Shield. It has often been said that, whatever
company " Sonny " may belong to, that com
pany will surely win the Cricket Shield. How
ever, against such redoubtable opponents as
" Sonny," Cpl. Collier and Timmy, we surely
congratulate " B " and " C " Companies on
their plucky fight against the ultimate winners.
" A " Company were disposed of by " C,"
even that pioneer of cricket, the B.M., failing
to save his company. A great amount of
credit is due to Sergt. Denny of the Band for
his very good work in the match, his presence
alone accounting for " C " Company's success.
" B " Company, although making a capital
start against " D," were unable to follow up
their advantage, and consequently had to admit
defeat. In the final a very good game was
witnessed, " C " Company being at a disadvan
tage in only possessing one really good bowler.
Sergt. Hills again showed his prowess as a run
getter, also Cpl. Collier and Capt. Pinhey.
We are now looking forward to the football
competition, although we regret that two of our
wellknown company players will not be avail
able for us this season—namely, Pedlar and
Buckwell. Pte. Palmer leaves us this month,
and Buckwell in January. Our best wishes go
with them for a happy and prosperous time in
civvy life. We are sorry to lose these two,
especially at such a time as this, when new
players are coming and being distributed
amongst various other companies.
However, it is a wellknown fact that this
Company will do their utmost to hang on to
the Football Shield, and will not readily accept
defeat.
Yours, etc.,
Dis:
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Corpl. Edwards.
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Lieut. Tuke.
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[Couche, Fermoy.

COMPANY'S CRICKET TEAM, 1920.

Lce.Corpl. Foster. Corpl. Woodward. Pte. Ritchie. C.Q.M.S. Kelly. Corpl. Collier.
Pte. Martin.
Lieut. Symons.
Major GrovesRaines.
Sergt. Hills.
Lce.Corpl. Gurton.

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.
1st BATTALION.

C.S.M. Barrell.

CORPORALS.

IS£ Innings..
Cpl. Hail
...
...
Lce.Cpl. Creasey
...
Cpl. Collier ...
...
Cpl. Hamer ...
...
Cpl. Woodward
...
Cpl. Edwards
...
Cpl. Sidwell ...
...
Cpl. Holding ...
...
Cpl. Cornwall, not out
Lce.Cpl. Foster
...
Lce.Cpl. Meakin
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

CRICKET.

Total ...

...

...

...

...

An interesting cricket match was held be
tween the Sergeants and the Corporals on
July 31st. The Corporals and their wives and
families were entertained by the Sergeants.
The weather, which in this country is a very
doubtful factor, was, for a change, suitable for
cricket, and a good day's cricket was afforded
to both the spectators and the players. The
Corporals were, however, beaten by 6 runs.
The teams were represented as follows :—

2nd Innings.
Cpl. Hall
...
Cpl. Cornwall
...
...
...
Lce.Cpl. Creasey
...
...
...
Cpl. Collier ...
...
...
...
Cpl. Hamer ...
...
...
...
Cpl. Woodward
...
...
...
Cpl. Edwards
...
...
...
Lce.Cpl. Meakin
...
...
...
Lce.Cpl. Foster
...
...
Cpl. Sidwell ...
...
...
...
Cpl. Holding ...
...
...
...
Extras
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Total ...

...

.,,

We must apologize for the absence of our
few notes in last month's issue, but, owing to
unforeseen circumstances, we were unable to
have them prepared in sufficient time for the
press. However, we will do our best in this
issue to make up for lost time.

...

...

4

1
7

11
1
4

o
o
2
3

r
34

4

10
1
14

11
22
o
o
3

3
o
2
70
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SOME OF THE GUESTS—OFFICERS v. SERGTS. CRICKET MATCH.
SERGEANTS.

ist Innings.
Sergt. Truby ...
Bandmaster Elvin
Sergt. Hills
R.S.M. Martin
Sergt. Denny ...
Sergt. Burville
C.Q.M.S. Kelly
R.Q.M.S. Martin
C.Q.M.S. Bridgland
C.S.M. Dixon, not out
Sergt. Hall
Extras

15

3
5

0
2

5
5

11
1
o
o

3

50

Total
2nd Innings.
Sergt. Truby ...
Sergt. Denny ...
Sergt. Hills, not out
R.S.M. Martin
C.Q.M.S. Kelly
R.Q.M.S. Martin
Sergt. Burville
Bandmaster Elvin
C.S.M. Dixon
C.Q.M.S. Bridgland
Sergt. Hall
Extras
Total

most sociable and enjoyable. The cricket was
well worth watching, and at times became quite
exciting. The Colonel was in fine form, and
in both innings made good scores and took
several wickets. Capt. Thomson and Capt.
Allen also played well. Had not Sergt.
Hills been playing, it would have been a very
hard fight for the Sergeants to win. In the
second innings Sergt. Hills gave a very fine
display of hitting. The teams were as follows :

11
13
25
o
o
o

4
2
3

OFFICERS.

ist Innings.
Lieut. Symons
Lieut. Milton ...
Capt. Pinhey ...
Col. McDouall
Lieut. Tuke ...
Lieut. Willows
Lieut. Brown
Capt. Thomson
Lieut. Robertson
Capt. Allen ...
Lieut. Wale, not out
Extras

4
7

26

3
2
5

10

6

o
6

Total
60

The annual cricket match between the
Officers and Sergeants took place on August
29th, 1920. On this occasion the Officers were
at home to the Sergeants and their wives and
families. The manner in which the Sergeants'
families were treated by the Officers is worthy
of appreciative comment. Everything which
it was possible to do to make them comfortable
and at home was done, and the day was made

70
2nd Innings.

Capt. Pinhey ...
Lieut. Robertson
Col. McDouall
Lieut. Symons
Lieut. Wale ...
Lieut. Willows
Lieut. Brown
Capt. Thomson
Capt. Allen, not out
Lieut. Tuke ...
Lieut. Milton ...
Extras
Total

2
1
13

5

6

1
1
25
42
0
1
10

107
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SERGEANTS.

15/ Innings.
Sergt. Truby ...
C./Sergt. Evans
Sergt. Russell
Sergt. Denny ...
Bandmaster Elvin
R.S.M. Martin
R.Q.M.S. Martin
Sergt. Hills, not out
C.Q.M.S. Kelly
Sergt. Collins ...
C.S.M.I.M. Dixon
Extras

...

49
10
15
o
o
o
11
0
1
7

...
...
...

Total ..

... 104

2nd Innings.
C.S.M.I.M. Dixon
Sergt. Collins ...
Sergt. Hills, not out
C.Q.M.S. Kelly
R.S.M. Martin
R.Q.M.S. Martin
Bandmaster Elvin
Extras
Total (6 wkts.)

o
.2

90
11

3

12

133

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES.

II

gives yer a nice one, don't I ? 'Ave yer seen the
C.O. lately ? Wot d'yer say ? Yer saw 'im before
I come up ; orlright, perhaps yer did. Wot did
yer do to yer face the other day ? Wot d'yer
say ? Yer slipped up comin' out of the Wet
Canteen ? Yus, I know—I've 'eard that before.
00 did yer slip up over ? Yer don't know, eh ?
Oo's the big bloke waitin' for yer outside ?
Wot d'yer say ? That's yer protection—00
against, the Sinn Feiners ? No ? He's only
detailed to see yer orf the premises, did yer say ?
Why, what's the matter ? Got the sack, d'yer
say ? What, at last ! Wot 'ave yer got in
that there big parcel ? Wot d'yer say ? Yer
conduct sheet ! Why, what are yer goin' to
do wiv it ? 'Ave it framed ? It 'ud make a
loverly picture for yer kids to look at. Wot are
yer goin' to do in civvy life, 'Arold ? Join the
Black and Tans or be a lawyer's clerk ? Wot
d'yer say—yer thinkin' of takin' the cloth !
My oath, Miss Weston ! 'Ow's that—short
enough for yer ? Goodmornin, 'Arold, and
1 only hopes yer'll try 'arder in civvy life, and
mind yer don't fall down the steps of yer club
and cut yer face again*. Goodmornin' !

<$>.««—.—

ARRIVALS. — C.S.M. S. Adams, Sergts. A.

KELLY.
Gibson, J. Johncock, F. Pattenden, C. Collins,
and P. Lane.
DEPARTURE.—Sergt. J. Morgan.
Kelly, the pride of the Wet Canteen,
The return of C.S.M. Barrell, Sergt. F. Parkes,
Attends to the beerbarrel fountains ;
and Sergt. T. Burt from the Machine Gun* He's fat and redfaced and crab on his feet,
School, Shorncliffe, is very much welcomed, for
And he cracks on he comes from the moun
the spirit of the men has succeeded in livening
tains. 
things very considerably.
To talk to him is the troops' one joy
Whilst many a pint they are quaffing,
BIRTHS.
And
to hear him joke and take the mike,
On August 5th, at Dover, to Q.M.S. E. J,
Once
started, you ne'er can stop laughing.
Evans and wife—son, Philip William.
On August 6th, at Fermoy, to R.Q.M.S. To score over Kelly it takes a good man,
W. K. Martin and wife—daughter, Gwendoline
But for sake of fun many men try it ;
Barbara.
And if he offers a pun to the bar,
There's lots of chaps ready to buy it.
Congratulations to Sergt. Collins upon his
marriage on August 2nd at Sheffield.
They say he was once a gay gunner bold,
That he fought off Heligoland ;
But the only thing that he fights now
Is beer in Ould Ireland.
IN THE BARBERS CHAIR.
HAROLD BARKER.

Mornin', 'Arold—mornin'. Yer lookin' very
smart in yer gent's nifty blue ; are yer goin'
on yer 'olidays ? Ho ! you're not, hain't yer—
well, yer needn't be so 'aughty abart it. Wot
d'yer say ?  You want yer 'air cut. Orlright,
sit down ; a nice smart 'air cut ? Well, I always

He makes lots of fun for the kiddies as well,
Giving them pennies for races.
One can see that the children think it fine sport
By the smiles on their dear little faces.
So here's to our Kelly, quite one of the best !
With three hearty cheers let us greet him,
A grip of the hand, and a slap on the back,
If we ever in civvy life meet him.
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2nd BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
INTERCOMPANY CHAMPIONSHIPS, 1919.
As it was very nearly the end of the year before
the Battalion arrived in Multan, it was arranged
that the " Champion Company" should be
decided on the results of the football, hockey,
cricket, and crosscountry running.
A most exciting struggle ensued, which ended
in " C " and " D " Companies being left equal
first with four points each.
RESULTS.
CRICKET.—Won by " D " Company, who beat

" A " Company in the final. " D " Company
had an extremely strong side, both in bowling
and batting, and won comfortably. Pte. But
ler's 97 , in the first round for " D " Company
against " C " Company was the best innings of
the competition.
" D " Company team :—Lieut. Cartwright,
Capt. Haymen, Lieut. Penlington, Schoolmaster
Spenlove, C.S.M. Simon, Sergt. Coaster, Sergt.
Cleghorn, Cpl. Moore, Lce.Cpl. Cook, Cpl.
Robinson, and Pte. Butler.
FOOTBALL.—Won by " C " Company.
" A " Company bea.t " D " Company ; " C "
Company beat "B" Company. F i n a l "C"
Company beat " A " Company (2—1).
" C " Company had most of the play in the
first half, and Lce.Cpl. Cardoza (" C ") soon
opened the score. " A " Company tried des
perately to draw level, and Cpl. Farr (" A ")
was brilliant both in attack and defence. At
halftime the score was 1—o.
Shortly after the change of ends Kimber, of
" C " Company, broke away on the right wing,
and a terrific drive at long range absolutely
defeated the goalkeeper. C.S.M. Vincer then
increased " C " Company's lead during a tussle
round the goal. " A " Company replied with
a good goal, but failed to draw level, thus
leaving " C " Company the winners.
" C " Company team :—Sergt. Gover ; Pte.
Baker, Pte. Furner; Cpl. Stonebridge, Cpl.
Giles, Lce.Cpl. Smith; Lce.Cpl. Kimber,
C.S.M. Vincer, Bdsmn. Shelton, Lce.Cpl. Car
doza, Cpl. Rodda.
HOCKEY.—Won by " C " Company.
" D " Company beat " B " Company ; " C "
Company beat " A " Company ; " C " Company
beat " D " Company (2—1).
Final.—The final of the Hockey Competition
was perhaps the most exciting game in all the

competitions. " D" Company had a very
strong side eaiiy in the season, but failed to
produce their best form in the final. " C "
Company were slightly the faster side in attack,
and a good goal from Cpl. Rodda for " C " in
the first ten minutes roused both teams to
terrific efforts. Just before halftime Lieut.
Hoare took the ball well up the field before
passing to C.S.M. Vincer, who added a second
goal for " C." After halftime " D " Company
attacked most of the time, and " C " Company's
goal had some narrow escapes. In one of these
tussles Pte. Furner, in endeavouring to clear,
managed in some miraculous way to shoot
through his own goal. This put new heart into
" D " Company, who attacked furiously. Time
and again Lieut. Hoare, at outside right,
relieved the pressure for " C " Company by
taking the ball to the other " '25," and " D "
Company failed to add another goal, thus
leaving " C " Company the winners by 2 goals
to 1.
" C " Company team :—Cpl. Kemp ; Sergt.
Webb, Pte. Furner; Cpl. Giles, Capt. Rice,
Lce.Cpl. Marshall; Lieut. Hoare, Cpl. Rodda,
C.S.M. Vincer, Sergt. Turner, Pte. Goldsack.
CROSSCOUNTRY RACE.—" A " Company, ist;
" D " Company, 2nd ; " C " Company, 3rd ;
" B " Company, 4th.
Lce.Cpl. Kimber (" A ") and Sergt. Ongley
("A") went right away at the start, and,
running together all the way, finished first and
second respectively. Following them, a ding
dong struggle for next place ensued between
Pte. Franks (" D"), Pte. Harlow (" A"),
Lce.Cpl. Hart (" C "), Pte. Hedges (" A "),
Capt. Rice (" C "), and Pte. Hodges (" A "),
who continually changed places, but eventually
finished in the above order.
" A " Company won easily, getting their first
six men home in the first ten.
32 starters. Course, 6J miles.
" A " Company team :—Lce.Cpl. Kimber,
Sergt. Ongley, Pte. Harlow, Pte. Hedges, Pte.
Hodges, Pte. Thompson.
August has been a very quiet month. Two
events have taken place. Lieut. Stainforth
was married to Miss Glover in Bombay, and the
wife of Sergt. Howard gave birth to a daughter
at Dalhousie.
The weather in Multan has been cooler than
during July, and there has been very little sick
ness. We have sent a boxing team to the
tournament at Mussoori, and hope to do well.
The men in the team have been training very
hard at Dalhousie. There are rumours that
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the Battalion goes to Mespot at once, and others
that we go at the end of the year, and still more
that we do not go at all. Our band, under the
able guidance of Mr. Hewitt, is very popular at
Dalhousie, and is in great request at all the
dances. Mr. Hewitt also holds a very high
reputation as a tennis player, and has twice
defeated one of the star players of the club.
" B" Company are at present firing their
Musketry Course, and the conditions are much
better than when " D " Company fired in July.
The Divisional Commander, Gen. Woodyatt,
and the Director of Training both paid a visit
to Multan, and expressed satisfaction with the
Battalion.
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a very difficult task this year. There is a heap
of really firstclass players in the Battalion,
and, without specializing too much, we cannot
help mentioning the names of Sergt. Gover in
goal, whilst Cpl. Cloke and Sergt. Mannering,
as backs, are hard to beat. Cpl. Farr still plays
for the Regiment, and is as good as ever. More
than that it is unnecessary to say.
In the boxing we hope to go a long way this
year. Our team of seven (instead of sixteen)
were second in all India last year, so with a
full team this year it is not too much to hope
that we shall be first.
We must not forget that all our teams will
be greatly improved this year by the arrival

A PLATOON OF THE 2nd BATTALION.

PROSPECTS FOR NEXT COLD
WEATHER.
There is an excellent cricket ground at
Multan, and many have taken advantage of
the " nets " there. Intercompany matches
are a weekly occurrence, and there should be
no difficulty in finding a firstclass side this year.
Perhaps our strongest team is the hockey XI.
In Pte. Lee the Battalion has a full back whose
equal we have not met yet out here. Cpl.
Kemp is an extremely plucky and reliable goal
keeper, and our forwards very fast.
The Football Selection Committee will have

of the draft from England. Some are still
feeling " the summer sun " too much to be at
their best at games, but we have already got
our eyes on Pte. Prince (" C ") and Pte. Bailey
(" B ") as footballers, and Pte. Beal (" B ") as
a firstclass hockey player.
We have some good boxers, too, in the draft.—
Ptes. Petford, Pointer, Prince, Fowles, and
Tanton.
Our best thanks are due to the ist Battalion
for sending us such an extremely fine runner
as Lce.Cpl. Player, who will prove a valuable
addition to the crosscountry running team.

THE DRAGON
A DETACHMENT AT DAGSHAI.
A detachment consisting of the drums and
convalescent men left Multan for Dagshai on
August 2nd, 1920.
Dagshai is one of those places among the Simla
hills where beautiful scenery abounds, and to
reach it one has to travel by light railway up
the mountain slopes, across reentrants, and
through tunnels and gorges, which in itself is
truly an experience. For those who enjoy
hillclimbing we should certainly recommend
Dagshai, which stands 7,000 feet above sea
level.
Under the command of Capt. N. D. Rice, the
detachment is happy and contented, and, after
experiencing a whole summer in Multan, feels
as though it had suddenly been transported into
Paradise.
Every Wednesday evening a grand whist
drive is held in the gymnasium. The drums of
The Buffs, under the supervision of Sergt.
Drummer O'Dell, provide the music, and are
the chief attraction, for who can dance without
music ?
For SergeantMajor we have Sergt. Man
nering (" A " Company), while the duties of*
Quartermaster are executed by Sergt. G. W.
Coaster (" D " Company), both of whom are
old 2nd Battalion N.C.Os., and who served
with this Battalion throughout the war. To
assist them we have Lce.Cpl. Allen as Post
Corporal ; Lce.Cpl. Lockwood to feed us when
we are hungry—and we certainly have enormous
appetites up here ; and as clerk we have Lce.
Cpl. Bristow ; so no wonder we are at peace
with the world.
Every Monday and Friday evening the drums
beat off '* Retreat " on the barrack square, and
the whole of Dagshai turns out to admire them,
and we must confess that our chests swell
several inches with pride as we watch them.
Sergt. Smith, with his big drum, is a sort of
god to the hundreds of black boys who follow
the drums wherever they go, and when he
deliberately hits the lefthand side of his drum
with his righthand stick by simply passing it
behind his back, they almost fall down and
worship him.
The detachment has only recently arrived
here, and very soon we hope to have football,
cricket, handball, and tennis in complete running
order. A few of us are chess enthusiasts, and
a tournament is now taking place. This helps
to pass the time during the many rainy days
which we get in the hills.
The Detachment InterCompany CrossCoun
try Race took place on August 12th. In spite
of the unfavourable weather twentyeight
men lined up for the start, which showed great

spirit on their part. The course covered a
distance of nearly three miles. Pte. Harlow
(" A " Company) was easily the winner, being
a quarter of a mile in front of the second man,
Dmr. Fuggle (" C " Company).
Results :—
First man in, Pte. Harlow (" A " Coy.).
First man " A " Coy. ... Pte. Harlow.
,,
,, " B " Coy. ... Pte. Ansell.
,, " C " Coy. ... Dmr. Fuggle.
,, " D " Coy. ... Pte. Stringer.
" C " and " D " Companies tied for the first
place with 67 points each. Teams :—" C "
Company : Dmr. Fuggle, Lce.Cpl. Player, Pte.
May, Pte. Adkins, Pte. Burgess, and Pte. Bagl'ey.
" D " Company: Pte. Stringer, Pte. Finnis,
Lce.Cpl. Kille, Pte. Stillman, Pte. Elmer, and
Dmr. Stevens.
Capt. N. D. Rice distributed the prizes imme
diately after the race.
<>

DEPOT NOTES AND NEWS.
The following accounts are extracts from the
local Canterbury papers, and describe events
that took place during August at Canterbury :—
MILITARY TORCHLIGHT TATTOO.
Following the Carnival, it seemed as though
all Canterbury—and district—was trying to
gain access to the Dane John, with the result
that a phenomenally large crowd, numbering
many thousands, occupied all the available
space in order to witness the wonderful scene
to come. A large open space had been roped
off on the Watling Street side of the bandstand,
extending as far as the South African Memorial,
and seating accommodation was provided—
around the sides, on the upper terrace, and on
the varying altitudes of the Mound—for at least
3,000 people. Interested spectators of the
proceedings were the Maharaj Rana Sir Bha
wani Singh, K.C.S.I., Bahadur of Jhalawar, the
Dean and Mrs. Wace, and the Mayor (Councillor
H. G. James), who sat at the foot of the
Memorial.
The tattoo began by the entry of the torch
bearers, a contingent of 64 from The Buffs
Depot, holding aloft their torches, which
pierced the darkness like so many swords of
flame. They were preceded by their band
(under Sergt. Clayton), and, to the stirring
strains of the regimental march, paraded in
single file round the square. Stationed at
intervals along the sides were Boy Scouts,
providing further light, who performed in
numerable " good turns" by supplying the
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military men with fresh torches when the
original ones became dim or extinguished. The
Buffs' band amalgamated with the Ashford
Military Band, and to the quicktime of march
music the tattoo began. The torchbearers
were perfectly trained in their long and involved
movements, the whole of which were carried
out without a hitch. It would convey little
to the reader to describe minutely all the
various movements, but among the more effec
tive and spectacular were the march eight
abreast, the spiral " maze," the circling as of
two fourspoked wheels revolving, and the two
diagonal lines passing through each other.
Finally, after parading in single file once more,
The Buffs formed up in double rank facing the
avenue. Upon the first note 'of the mournful
" Last Post," every soldier dashed his torch to
the ground in streaks of flame—and the tattoo
ended.
At times throughout the spectacle spon
taneous outbursts of applause testified to the
appreciation of the crowds, and upon its con
clusion lusty cheers and a storm of applause
rose from the serried ranks of spectators. The
precision and soldierly bearing of the young
Buffs who took part were a credit to the regi
ment and to the training of R.S.M. Holloway,
who directed the proceedings. After a silence,
the appealing hymn, " Abide with me," was
rendered by the massed bands.
[It may interest all who read this article to
know that this was performed entirely by
recruits.]
PAST v. PRESENT BUFFS. *
Noticeable amongst those who attended were :
Capt. A. Barton, Capt. T. Rye, Capt. E. Smith,
Capt. Stone, R.S.M. Bennett, Sergt. Elvey,
C.S.M. Coppin, C.Q.M.S. Tassell, Sergt. Gardner,
R.S.M. Sanger, C.S.M. Farrow (" Toby "), Dr.
Boughton, Pte. Donnelly, Sergt. Wittering,
Cpl. Kimber, R.S.M. Dare, C.S.M. Peters, Pte.
King, Capt. Orwin, Major Cossey, R.S.M.
Groombridge, R.S.M. Ralph, Pte. Jacobs, Cpl.
Rye, Capt. Hawkins, R.S.M. Jones, Col.Sergt.
Kesby (" The Lion Tamer"), R.S.M. Kesby
(" Dick "), Sergt. Dillon (" Babba "), Sergt.
S. O. Sutton, Capt. R. Smith, Sergt. Carter,
Sergt. Barton, and numerous others whose
names space will not allow us to mention, which
is much regretted.
An allday match was played at St. Law
rence between past and present members of
The Buffs, and resulted in a decisive victory
for the " Present " side on the first innings by
132 runs. For the " Past," H. L. Cremer and
Capt. Baird were the only two to reach double
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figures, thanks to some fine bowling by Sergt.
Bennett, who captured 6 wickets for 34. A
feature of The Buffs' innings was a brilliant
" knock " by Capt. Sharp, who hit up a delight
ful 65, and showed the bowling scant respect.
Col. Body and Capt. Wilkins were also in good
form, and were mainly responsible in helping
to swell the total. H. L. Cremer took 5 wickets
f°r 53—an excellent performance. Upon the
second venture of the " Past," they fared much
better, and ran up 157 for 6 wickets, thanks
to a sparkling 58 from H. L. Cremer, who was
ably assisted by R. S. Igglesden with a valuable
46. Capt. H. C. C. Baird, who before the war
was a wellknown East Kent cricketer and
scored several centuries each season, played for
the " Past," and, despite the handicap of an
artificial leg, in both innings defied the bowlers,
and scored 18 not out and 12 not out. He
cannot play forward, but uses excellent judg
ment for his other strokes. He also bowled
effectively from a standing position, getting a
lot of turn on slow ballls. He is a son of Mr.
A. Baird, J. P. Luncheon and tea were par
taken of on the ground, and many old Buffs
turned up for this informal reunion. The
arrangements for the match, luncheon, tea, etc.,
were in the capable hands of Capt. Sharp, who
deserves the greatest credit for the immense
success of the fixture. Scores :—
PAST.

H. L. Cremer, lbw b Maiden
...
...
...
7L S. Igglesden, c Crookenden b Bennett
...
J. G. Whitfield, b Bennett ...
...
...
...
Lieut.Col. R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O., c Sharp b
Bennett
...
... «
...
...
...
...
Capt. H. C. C. Baird, D.S.O., not out
...
...
Major G. Chapman, b Bennett
...
...
...
O. Templeton, c Clayton b Bennett
...
...
L. Creery, b Body ...
...
...
...
B. S. Collard c Clayton b Body
...
...
...
A. H. Blackman, b Bennett
...
...
...
Sergt. Maillard, b Body
...
...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
Total ...

...

...

...

...

19
7
6
5
18
6
5
5
2
o
2
16
91

Second Innings.—157 tor 6 (Cremer, 58 ; Whitfield, 46).
PRESENT.

Col. Body, D.S.O., O.B.E., c Maillard b Blackman
Major Howard Smith, c Cremer b Blackman
...
Major Hardy, M.C., b Blackman ...
...
...
Capt. Wilkins, M.B.E., c Cremer b Baird
...
Capt. Sharp, b Cremer
...
...
...
...
Lieut. Maiden, b Cremer
...
...
...
...
Major Crookenden, D.S.O., lbw b Cremer
...
Lieut.Col. Morgan, D.S.O., b Cremer
...
...
Sergt. Bennett, c. Friend b Blackman
...
...
Lieut. Webster, not out
...
...
...
...
Sergt.Dmr. Clayton, b Cremer
...
...
...
Extras
...
...
...
...
Total

34
9
5
49
65
12
1
4
13
5
1
25
223.
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BUFFS DEPOT SPORTS.
The annual sports of The Buffs Depot were
held on the green in front of the Military
Hospital, and were favoured with fine weather.
Some keen and exciting contests were wit
nessed by a crowd of friends and others
interested in the athletic prowess of the
young soldiers. Among the more successful
competitors were Dmr. Colyer and Pte. Thur
low, the latter a very promising athlete,
who should be very successful in the future.
The results were as follows :—
' Putting the Medicine Ball.—i, Pte. Laming (40 ft.
S in.).
High Jump.—1, Pte. Thurlow; 2, Pte. Jewell
{4 ft. 6 in. ; exhibition, 4 ft. 8 in.).
220 Yards.— 1, Dr. Colyer ; 2, Sergt. Marshall.
Boot Race.—Pte. Mills.
440 Yards (Recruits).—1, Pte. Jewell; 2, Pte.
Phillips ; 3, Pte. Clarke.
Children's Races.—Every competitor a prize.
Relay Race (Recruits only).—No. 1 Platoon.
Officers' Race (100 yards).—Capt. Strettell.
100 Yards.—Dr. Colyer ; 2, Sergt. Marshall; 3, Cpl.
Beasley.
Blindfold Drive (men blindfolded, ladies driving).—
1, Sergt. and Mrs. Osborne; 2 R.Q.M.S. Andrews and
Mrs. Shoesmith.
440 Yards.—1, Dr. Colyer ; 2, Cpl. Beasley ; 3, Pte.
Mills.
Boat Race (Recruits).—No. 1 Platoon.
Long Jump (Recruits).—1, Pte. Thurlow ; 2, Pte.
Bray.
Ladies' Race.—1, Mrs. Shoesmith ; 2, Mrs. Osborne ;
3, Mrs. Clayton.
Mile (open to Garrison).—1, Dr. Colyer; 2, Sergt.
Marshall; 3, Pte. Lambkin.
Sack Race.—1, Pte. Brown ; 2, Pte. Dudley.
220 Yards Veterans' Race.—1, Mr. Tutt; 2, Sergt.
Dmr. Clayton ; 3, C.S.M. Pigott.
100 Yards (Recruits).—1, Pte. Bray; 2, Pte. Thur
low ; 3, Pte. Sutton.
Potato Race (Recruits).—1, Pte. Dudley; 2, Pte.
Morphew.
Band Race.—1, Dr. Wise ; 2, Lce.Cpl. Adams ;
3, Pte. Mount.
Hurdles.—1, Pte. Thurlow ; 2, Pte. Macro ; 3, Pte.
Marshall.
TugofWar.—Trained men : " A "«> Coy. ; Recruits :
" A " Coy.
Special Prize for Recruit gaining most Prizes.—Pte.
Thurlow.

There was a strong head wind blowing for
several of the events, which militated against
especially good times, but on the whole the
recruits showed up wonderfully well. The
various officials were:—Judges: Major J.
Crookenden, D.S.O., Major E. F. Gould, Major
Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., C.S.M.I. J.Fisher;

Army Physical Training Staff; starter, Lieut.
R. M. Webster ; timekeeper, Major F. W. Foster;
clerks of the course, R.Q.M.S. A. Andrews and
C.S.M. S. Pigott; M.C., C.S.M. J. Bones.
A very enjoyable programme was concluded
by the presentation of prizes by Mrs. J. Crooken
den, and the singing of the National Anthem.
THE " OLD STAGERS."
The " Old Stagers " gave their 75th season
of theatrical performances this week to the
" Nobility and Gentry of the County "—the
quaint formula still used in announcing per
formances to be given by this Brotherhood of
Amateur Players who have kept unbroken,
except for the years of the Great War, their
ancient connection with Canterbury.
For some reason the Zingari did not have their
usual tent on the ground this year, and had it
not been "for the " Old Stagers," who hold the
ancient privilege of wearing the I. Zingari colours
during this one week of the year, the familiar
black, red, and yellow so intimately connected
with the festivities of the week would, for the
first time in the history of the Canterbury Week,
have been entirely absent.
The pieces chosen for presentation this year
were, on the Monday and Tuesday, Gerald du
Maurier's successful play, " The Ware Case " ;
on Wednesday, the comedy, " The Little
Damozel," by Monckton Hoffe, followed by the
Screen Scene from " The School for Scandal" ;
and on Thursday " The Little Damozel," fol
lowed by an Antiphonal Disquisition, delivered
by the two noble lords Harris and Dartmouth,
and concluding with the traditional Epilogue,
this year composed by Harold Whitaker, and
entitled " The Perfect Cure."
That all the performances were given with
the usual care and thoroughness which charac
terizes everything undertaken by the "Old
Stagers " was amply evidenced by the notices
of the performances which appeared in The
Times, which particularly commented on the
successful performance given by Capt. J. B.
Sharp, of this Depot, in the rdle of the head of
the C.I.D. in " The Ware Case." Capt. Sharp
earned special comment for the restrained
strength with which he played this important
part.
" The Ware Case," in its third act consisting
of a trial scene at the Old Bailey, gave a unique
opportunity to the Depot of having everyone
of the officers belonging to it (with the exception
of Major Scarlett) playing a part, though in
most instances a silent one. Major Gould
played the Court Usher; Major Foster and
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Lieut. Webster appeared as warders; Lieut.
Maiden as a policeman ; and Major and Mrs.
Crookenden, Major Howard Smith, and Capt.
Strettell all appeared among the interested
crowd. Capt. Baird and Major Tomlinson,
both of whom were staying at the Depot during
the week, appeared as Alderman and Sheriff
respectively.
Previous to this season the representatives
of the officers of The Buffs in the Brotherhood
of the " Old Stagers " were Gen. FinchHatton,
Major Tomlinson, and Major Gould. Wewere
very sorry that Gen. FinchHatton was unable
to be present this year. During the season
Capt. Baird and Capt. Strettell were elected as
" Old Stagers."
I do not think that we are unduly flattering
ourselves if we claim that one of the most suc
cessful items in the Epilogue was the dancing
quartette chorus of Major Crookenden, Major
Tomlinson, Capt. Strettell, and Lieut. Maiden,
who, as musical workmen, built a house to
dance and song. Their makeup, especially
that of our gallant Commanding Officer, would
have been enough to inspire terror into any
unhappy recruit or wily Bosche who might have
been unlucky enough to appear before them.
Capt. Sharp »and Major Gould also played parts
in the Epilogue.
A long and painful illness, very bravely borne,
had removed during the year from the ranks
of the " Old Stagers " Alan Mackinnon, who
had been the manager for so many years.
Alan Mackinnon, who would have been known
to officers who have served at the Depot, was
for years the beloved chief who held the love
and admiration of all who worked under him,
and his loss will be hard to replace. At the
request of Mr. Mackinnon, however, his duties,
have passed into the hands of Ralph Anderson,
who played the leading part in " The Ware
Case " with such success, and whom, after the
entente resumed between the " Old Stagers " and
ourselves, we can already claim as a friend of all
of us.
Lady Crutchley was also unable to come down
this year owing to the serious state of health
of her husband, Gen. Sir Charles Crutchley,
but her family was well represented by her son,
Gerald Crutchley, and Mrs. Crutchley, both of
whom are already wellknown figures in the
week's celebrations.
Other " Old Stagers " familiar to many who
have done duty at the Depot who were present
were Mrs. Fladgate, Col. Chayter, Col. Chamier,
Harold Whitaker, Bobby Ellis, Gervais Rentoul,
George Harris, and many others, not omitting
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to mention that wonderful musician, Mr. Louis
d'Eguille.
The ladies taking part were the Hon. Mrs.
Owen Buckmaster, who made her first appear
ance in Canterbury, and who gave such an
exquisite performance as Lady Ware; Miss
Barbara Hoffe, who played the lead in her
husband's comedy, " The Little Damozel " ;
Mrs. Gerald Crutchley, Mrs. George Harris^
Mrs. Charles Bartlett, and Lady Susan Birch.
Owing to all the officers of the Depot having
been permitted to take part in the plays, an
even more cordial entente than usual was estab
lished with the " Old Stagers," as on each day
of the week some members of the " Old Stagers "
participated in lunch in the Mess. On the
Wednesday night a big supper party was given
in the Mess to the " Old Stagers," and on
Thursday night the majority of the officers of
the Depot were entertained to supper by the
" Old Stagers " at their headquarters, " The
Fountain Hotel."
Now that the officers at the Depot have been
fired to such an extent with the ambition to
appear " on the boards," we look forward, with
the permission of the " Old Stagers," to further
ing in future the entente which has been so
successfully fostered during this last cricket
week.
BIRTHS.

11764 Pte. E. Drumgold—twins, born on Sep
tember, 1920.

HISTORICAL NOTES.
III.—BATTLE OF EUTAW SPRINGS.
The name of this battle is practically unknown
to many of us now serving. During the early
part of the war which began in 1775 between
Great Britain and the United States of North
America, The Buffs had been employed on home
service in Ireland ; but after France and Spain
joined the Americans, the regiment was sent
to Charlestown, in South Carolina, where it
arrived on June 3rd, 1781. Immediately on
arrival the regiment was placed in a force then
being raised for the relief of a place called
Ninety  Six. Afterwards the regiment pro
ceeded to Orangeburg, while the Americans
advanced to attack the British forces, but,
instead of attacking, the American General
withdrew during the night. Afterwards The
Buffs, in company with other corps, advanced
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to a post on the Congaree River. The Ameri
cans, however, were reinforced, and came on
in superior numbers, the British forces falling
back to Eutaw Springs. On September 8th the
Americans advanced against the British forces,
on whose left were The Buffs. About nine
o'clock the Americans diverged upon the ground
in front of the British position, and commenced
to attack with great vigour. A fierce conflict
of musketry ensued, and both armies displayed
great gallantry. The Buffs repulsed and drove
back the troops on their front, but, advancing
too far forward, became exposed to superior
forces, were attacked and driven back, but,
however, rallied. During the withdrawal after
this attack a large party took possession of a
brick house, another party took cover in a
thick coppice, and a third party took up a posi
tion in the garden. As the Americans came
forward with great vigour these parties opened
fire, and the battle raged with greater fury
4 than ever.
The enemy brought forward cannon
to fire at the house, but every effort failed.
Destruction poured on the Americans from the
windows, and a flank battalion wheeled round
and took them in rear, so that they broke and
fled under this new menace.
Lieut.Col.
Stewart, of The Buffs, who commanded the
British forces, said in his dispatch: "The
glory of the day would have been more com
plete had not the want of cavalry prevented
me from taking the advantage which the gal
lantry of my infantry gave me." The regiment
lost 4 officers and 180 rank and file killed,
wounded, and missing, which is a large number
considering that they were only 450 strong
before the battle commenced. This is one of
the many battles in which the regiment has
been engaged which has no honoured name on
the Colours, but, none the less, merits remem
brance, as do many of the 87 sieges and battles
which the regiment engaged in before the first
honour was granted, and which is carried so
proudly on the Regimental Colour.

—.$>

THE BUFFS CALENDAR.

Aug. 3.
„

4.

»
„

5
6.

»
„

,,

Aug. 1.
,,

2.

Action at Reminant, 1578. Regiment
engaged.
Successful raid carried out by ist
Battalion on German trenches near
Dickebusch, 1918.

12.

,, 14.

,,

15

„

16.

,, 17.
„

18.

»

19

,,
,,
,,
>,
,,
,,
,,

ANNIVERSARIES.
AUGUST.

9.

,, 13.

„

„
,,
,,
,,

New Colours presented to 2nd Bat
talion by Prince Albert Victor,
1886.

7

8.

,, 10.
„ 11.
,,

Sir Walter Vane, Colonel of the Regi
ment, died of wounds, 1674.
Order to mobilize for Great War
received, 1914.

ist Battalion  took part in attack
which regained trenches at Hooge,
I9I5
Attack near Hooge continued, 1915*
Attack successfully concluded near
Hooge, 1915.
Pte. Moyse murdered by Tartar
General because he would not
".kowtow," i860.
Battle of Blenheim, 1704. Regiment
engaged.
Lieut.Col. Maude raised 2nd Bat
talion at Limerick, 1857.
ist Battalion left Fermoy, Ireland, to
join B.E.F., France, 1914.
Town of Rota, near Cadiz, taken, 1702.
Regiment engaged.
ist Battalion embarked at Madeira to
join Army in Portugal, 1808.
Robert, Earl of Oxford, Colonel of the
Regiment, killed at Maestricht,
1632.

20. Spanish ^repulsed at BergenopZoom,
1662^ Regiment engaged.
21. Taku Forts captured, i860, ist Bat
talion engaged.
22. Surrender of Maestricht, 1632. Regi
ment engaged.
23. Regiment landed at Tower of London
from Flanders, 1714.
24.
25. Regiment engaged at Walcourt, 1689.
26. Thomas, Earl of Londonderry, ap
pointed Colonel of the Regiment,
1762.
27. Grenadier Company, ist Battalion,
engaged at capture of Valencia,
1726, after a forced march of 40
miles.
28.
29. Regiment engaged at surrender of
Bethune, 1710.
30. Regiment reviewed by King George I,
1722.
31. County name of East Kent added to
regimental name of The Buffs, 1782.
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LIST OF OFFICERS SERVING IN ALL BATTALIONS
ON OUTBREAK OF WAR.
COMPILED FROM ARMY LIST, AUGUST, 1914.
THE BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).
Regimental District No. 3 [No. 10 District].
THE DRAGON. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
" Veteri Frondescit Honore."
" Elenheim," " Ramillies," " Oudenarde," " Malplaquet," " Dettingen," " Guadaloupe, 1759," " Douro,"
' Talavera," " Albuhera," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes." " Toulouse," " Peninsula,'
" Punniar," " Sevastopol," " Taku Forts," " South Africa, 1879," " Chitral," " Relief of Kimberley,"
" Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002."
REGULAR AND SPECIAL RESERVE BATTALIONS.

2nd Bn. } 3rd Foot
Depot
...

Uniform—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.
Agents—Messrs. Cox & Co.
/ Fermoy.
3rd Bn. (East Kent Militia)
*" \ Wellington,' Madras. |
Record Office
Canterbury.
| x
t

Canterbury
Hounslow.

TERRITORIAL FORCE BATTALIONS.
4th

Bn.

...

...

...

...

...

Canterbury.

5th

Bn.

Drill Hall, Ashford.

ALLIED REGIMENT OF CANADIAN MILITIA.

2nd Regiment " Queen's Own Rifles of Canada "
ColonelinChief ... His Majesty Christian X, King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O. ...
Colonel ...
... Kekewich, Maj.Gen. R. G., C.B., ret. pay (Res. of Off.), q.s. ...
1ST AND 2ND BATTALIONS.

LieutenantColonels (2).
1 Hill, H. C. de la M
2 Geddes, A. D., p.s.c. [L] ...

4 Aug. 10
7 Feb. 11

Majors (8).
1 Hasler, J.
2 Hulke, L. I. B.

bt. Lt.Col.

(3) 1 Eaton, W. A. (Comdg. Depot)
1 Finch Hatton, E. H., D.S.O.
1 McDouall, R., D.S.O.
s.
Trevor, W. H. [L]
2 Porter, C. L.
...
...
2 Reeves, F. S.

s.
r.
s.

Captains (14).
2 Power, R. E.
1 Bright, R
2 Worthington, G. A.
Findlay, H. ...
bt. Maj.
r GrovesRaines, R. G. D.
Creswell, A. S.
fames, G. M., p.s.c.

2 Tomlinson, F. W. ...
1 Lucas, L. W., Adjt.
(3) 2 Norman, E. C.
t.
CollinsonMorley, H. D.
1 Beevor, M. ...
c.o. Green, H. W.
c.o. Soames, L. H.
1 Studd, F. C. R.
2 Fort, L.
m.c. Trueman, A. P. H.
2 Smith, L. H.
c.o. Crookenden, f
c.o. Potter, H. B.
..v
(3) 2 Gould, E. G. F. L. ...
(3) 1 Friend, R. S. 1.
1 Lee, G.

23 June 06
11 Jan. 10
7 Feb. 07
28 Aug. 07
4 July 08
4 Aug. 10
7 Feb. 11
16 Mar. 12
12 Nov. 13
24 Feb. 00
11 Mar. 00
20 June 00
23 Oct. 00
22 Aug. 02
14 Feb. 03
20 Feb. 04
20 May 08
30 May 04
1 July 04
7 Feb. 07
8 Feb. 11
13 Mar. 11
10 June 11
21 Oct. 11
2i Oct. 11
21 Oct. 11
21 Oct. 11
2 Mar. 12
19 June 12
24 July 12
24 July 12
24 July 12
7 Sept. 12
26 Feb. 13

Toronto, Ontario
12 May 14
5 Oct. 09

2 Jackson, J. V. R.
Hardy, H. S.
1 Thewles, H. A.

...

25 Mar. 14
25 Mar, 14
9 May 14

Lieutenants (19).
1 Furley, B. E. [L]
(3) 2 Davidson, C. E. G. ...
1 Hall, P. S. B
Hart, N. S
2 Sill, J. S
Philips, f.D.
2 Scarlett, Hon. P. G., Adjt. ...
Thomson, A. B.
1 Wheler, T. ...
2 Anderson, D. K.
1 Cattley, C. F.
Allen, f. F. W.
1 Hamilton, G. F.
(3) 1 Terry, C. E. A.
2 Morgan, H. de R. ...
2 Archer, J. W. B.
>. Stronge, PL. C. T. [/.]
2 Peareth, A. J.
2 Brice, M. M. [/.]
1 McDougall, R.
2 Sharp, J. B.
2 Buttanshaw, E. H. U.
2 Wilkins, D. A.
1 Homan, R. W.

4 Aug. 08
27 Mar. 09
15 Sept. 09
6 Apr. 10
25 June 10
1 Sept. 10
1 Sept. 10
13 Mar. 11
13 Mar. 11
1 Apr. 11
10 June 11
16 Sept. 11
21 Oct. 11
30 Nov. 11
2 Mar. 12
9 Mar. 12
8 May 12
19 June 12
21 Mar. 14
1 Apr. 11
26 Aug. 12
7 Sept. 12
1 Oct. 12
7 Jan.13
26 Feb. 13

2ndLieutenants (12).
1 Thornhill, G. R.
2 Earle, N. V.
1 Vertue, N. G.
1 Morley, H. C. C.
2 Howe, G. R.
2 Thomas, D. V.
2 Causton, L. P.
1 Jackson, H. W.
1 Bayard, R. A. R.
2 Davis. W. R.

...

19 Jan. 12
14 Feb. 12
13 Mar. 12
22 May 12
4 Sept. 12
4 Sept. 12
25 Dec. 12
22 Jan. 13
22 Jan.13
22 Jan. 13

20

THE DRAGON

2 Strettell, E. F. D. ...
1 Noot, M.
...
...
(i)
Allen, E. H.

...

...

Adjutants,
2 Scarlett, Hon. P. G., Lt. ...
1 Lucas, L. W., Capt.
r.

5 Feb. 13
24 May 13
24 Jan. 14

4TH BATTALION.

4 Aug. 11
1 Oct. 12

Quartermasters,
Stainforth, W. R. ...
Hon. Capt.
2 Foster, F. W., Hon. Lt.
i Cook, T., Hon. Lt. ...
...
...

14 Dec. 01
14 Dec. 11
21 June 13
4 Oct. 13

SPECIAL RESERVE.
2 ndLieutenants.

Raikes, H. R.
SilverwoodCope, A. L. (on prob.)

4 May 12
5 July 13

3RD BATTALION.

(Officers serving on July 17th, etc.)
Hon. Colonel.
%%Brinkman, Sir T. F., Bt., C.B.
(Hon. Col. ret. Mil.) (Hon. Lt,
18 July 02
Col. in Army)
28 June 08
15 July 07
Lt.Colonel.
p.s.

p.s.
p.s.

30 June 12

{{Hirst, H. D. (H)
Major.

r.e.

{{Eaton, W. A.
%%Kirkpatrick, H. F., Capt. ret. pay
(Res. of Off.)
...

Captains (5).
{{Wells, W. N. ( H )
p.s. {{Slacke, R. C., late 2nd Lt. E. Kent
R. (H)
Chapman, G. A. E., Lt. ret. pay
Chichester, E. B., Lt. ret. pay ...
Norman, E. C.
r.e.
Gould, E. G. F. L
r.e.
Friend, R. S. I. ...
r.e.
[Ward, H. E. (H) (Hon. 2nd Lt. in
p.s.
Army 26 Sept. 02)
Lieutenants (11).
Child, R. D. de Q., Lt. ret. pay

...

28 Aug. 07
14 May 13
4 Mar. 06
23 Dec. 07
25 June 10
11 Aug. 10
8 Feb. 11
24 July 12
7 Sept. 12
11 Jan. 13
15 Jan. 10

Davidson, C. E. G. ...
Baker, R. H. W. ...
Stanfield, C. C.
Terry, C. E. A.
O'Neal, G
Glyn, R. S. ...

23 Jan. 02
22 Jan. 10
27 Mar. 09
26 Nov/11
26 Nov. 11
30 Nov. 11
1 June 12
20 Jan.13

2ndLieutenants (3)
Sargent, L* C.
Asprey, M. ...
Chapman, C. M. B.
Wilson, C. T. N. W.
Keeble, W. R.
Jackson, A. R.
Cronk, W. G. (on prob.)

20 Mar. 12
1 Apr. 12
21 Dec. 12
5 Feb. 13
19 Feb. 13
2 Aug. 13
14 Mar. 14

A djutant
{{CreswelJ, A. S., Capt. E. Kent R.
(Capt. in Army 20 Feb. 04)
Quartermaster.
{{Stainforth, W. R. (Hon. Capt.)

1 Jan.12

" South Africa, 190002."
Hon. Colonel.
tiHarris, G. R. C., Lord, G.C.S.I.,
G.C.I.E., TD., Col. A.D.C.

16 Mar. 89

Lt.Colonel.
{{Gosling, G. (Hon. Capt. in Army
10 July 01)

1 Feb. 13

Majors (2).
Skey, E. O. ...
Matthews, G. L.
...

1 Mar. 09
8 Feb. 13

Captains (8).
Atkinson, A.
Dunstan, F. M.
Kingsford, G. M. (H) (Q), I. of M
Heggs, T. B.
Sherren, A. O.
Collard, B. S.
*...
Lomer, H. G. E.

18 June 04
21 May 07
1 Aug. 09
1 June 10
1 June 10
26 April 12
15 Nov. 13

Lieutenants (8).
Grant, L. B.
Grigg, A. C
Arnold, V. ...
Williamson, C. G. ...
Harbord, R. E.

1 Mar. 10
26 April 12
8 Feb. 13
11 Oct. 13
15 Mar. 14

2ndLieutenants (8).
Lowe, A. S. ...
Witts, C. S. F.
Emery, T. S. [s]
Cremer, H. L. H.
Howell, C. J.
Taunton, R. G.
Taunton, H. L.

17 July 12
17 July 12
21 Aug. 12
15
*J Jan.
J*"' 13
IT Nov
Nov. 13
13
13
7 Feb 14
7 Feb 14

Instructor of Musketry.
Kingsford, G. M., Capt.

1 Oct. 10

Adjutant.
Wade, C., Capt. K.O.S..B

9 April 13

Quartermaster.
Keeler, F. H., Hon. Lt.

P

...

Medical Officer.
Oliver, Maj. H. S., R.A.M.C. (T.F.)
(attd.)
Chaplain.
Sargent, Rev. S. H. G., M.A. (Chapl.
3rd Class (T.F.) (attd.) ...
...

25 Jan. 13

24 Feb. 10
2 July 98

21 Feb. io
21 Feb. 00

(Uniform—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.)

CADET UNITS AFFILIATED,

New College (Heme Bay) Cadet Corps.
Chatham House (Ramsgate) Cadet Corps.
Heme Bay College Cadet Corps.
Depot, Royal Marine Cadet Corps.

THE DRAGON

Telegrams :

Telephone

'NINNES, HYTHE"

26 HYTHE
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Established
upwards of 100 years

Telegrams:

" BOOSEY, LONDON'

BOOSEY & CO.
Manufacturers of the

CELEBRATED REED INSTRUMENTS &
FAMOUS BRASS INSTRUMENTS WITH
COMPENSATING & SOLBRON PISTONS
Highest Awards at all the Important Exhibitions
from 1863 to 1907.

B. NlNNES
Ntedallist

Sf

SPECIALITIES—

i >csigiter

Bonafi.de Manufacturers of
Clarionets, Piccolos, Flutes
Oboes, Bassoons, Saxo
phones, Tympani, Drums
. Bagpipes, and Brass .
Instruments of all kinds

Compensating Pistons
Solbron Valves
Stockingless Trombones
Acme Model Instruments
Clinton Model Clarionets

64, 66, 68 HIGH STREET
HYTHE, KENT
REGIMENTAL SPORTS MEDALS
(A Speciality)

IN

GOLD,

SILVER, OR

Designs and Estimates Submitted

London: 293 Regent St., W. 1

BRONZE

Established over 130 Years

Telegraphic Address:—
" SMOKES, DUBLIN."

Telephone:

4 18 7.

M R. L A LOR
36 Nassau Street, DUBLIN
Per 100

LALOR'S Turkish Cigarettes No. 1 ... 10/6
LALOR'S Turkish Cigarettes No. 2 ... 9/6
LALOR'S Turkish La Lor
10/6

HAVANA CIGARS—A fully
Matured Stock of all the
Latest Brands in Stock
Agent for Cortesi Princesse and Nicolas Soussa
Freres Egyptian Cigarettes.

Speciality—
LALOR'S " Perique " Mixture

...

18/ lb.

SPECIAL QUOTATIONS for OFFICERS' MESSES
LONDON :

1 GT. ST. HELEN'S

ALDERSHOT BRANCH:

13

HIGH

STREET

t"Military Contractor

J. J. Sheehy's
 

G A R A G E



Barrack Hill

FERMOY
MOTORS

REPAIRS

FOR

A

H I RE

ft

SPECIALITY
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5TH (THE WEALD OF KENT) BATTALION.

" South Africa, 190002."
Drill Hall, Ashford.
Hon. Colonel.
Hussev, E. W., VD. (Hon. Col., ret.
Vols ) (T.)

P

Lt.Colonel.
Mace, J. M., TD. (/.)

P

21 Oct. 11

1 June 09

Majors (2).
Murton, C. D., TD. ...
{{Knight, L. C. E., Capt. ret. pay
(Res. of Off.)
p.s.
p.s.
p

p.

3 June 09
8 May 13

P
P

Cheney, H. J. (H)

24 May 07
13 July 07
1 April 08
13 Dec. 10
9 Feb. 12
7 Jan. 05
21 Nov. 13

Lieutenants (8).
Codings, T. H. O. ...
Marchant, F. O.

25 Feb. 10
13 Dec. 10

Captains (8).
Kingsland, C. P.
Clarke, E.
Fraser, J. S.
Body, J.
Miickley, A. F.

Buss, B., jun.
Cheesman, A. E. (H)
Adam, A. G. A.

25 Mar. 11
8 Jan. 13
22 Jan.14

2ndLieutenants (8).
Wilkinson, D. S.
Blomfield, H. M
Waite, J. T.
Burns, E. B.

11 May 12
25 Dec. 12
26 April 13
14 Jan. 14

Adjutant.
{{Hardy, H. S., Capt. E. Kent R.

23Jan. 13

Quartermaster.
Varty, G. F., TD., Hon. Maj.

22 April 03

Medical Officers.
Paget, Maj. P., R.A.M.C. (T.F.)
(attd.)
Collingridge, Lt. W. R., R.A.M.C.
(T.F.) (attd.)
Chaplain.
Carmichael, Rev. D. W. W., M.A.,
Chapl. 4th Class (T.F.) (attd.) ...
(Uniform—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.)

28 Dec. 07
26 Feb. 96
3 Dec. 13

20 May 14

ABBREVIATIONS.
c.o.

...

(H)

...

I. of M. ...
[L] ^
...
[/]

...

m.c.
o.c.
p.

p.s.

...
...
„ ...

...

Serving under Colonial Office or under a
Colonial Government.
Officer of the Special Reserve of Officers,
Militia, Territorial Force, or Volun
teers qualified at a School of Musketry.
Regimental Instructor of Musketry.
Qualified as ist Class Interpreter in a
Modern Foreign Language.
Qualified as 2nd Class Interpreter in a
Modern Foreign Language.
Attached to the Royal Military College.
Under instruction at Ordnance College.
§Subaltern or Captain who holds Certifi
cate of Proficiency (or is otherwise
qualified as Proficient) for rank of
Captain ; or Field Officer who is
(similarly) qualified for rank of Field
Officer ; or QuarterMaster or Veter
inary Officer who holds a Certificate of
Proficiency (or is otherwise qualified
as Proficient) as such ; or Medical
Officer who holds a Certificate of Pro
ficiency as such.
§Officer of Artillery who has passed
School of Instruction ; or Subaltern or
Captain (other than of Artillery) who
has passed School of Instruction for
rank of Captain ; or, in the case of
Infantry, has been attached to Regular
Forces and obtained a satisfactory
report for rank of Captain ; or Field
Officer (other than of Artillery) who
has passed School of Instruction for
rank of Field Officer ; or, in the case
of Infantry, has been attached to
Regular Forces and obtained a satis
factory report for rank of Field Officer.

p.s.c.

(Q)

qs.

s.
[S]

(T)

TD
VD

tt

Staff College Graduate.
Officer of the Special Reserve of Officers,
Militia, Territorial Force or Volunteers,
qualified in each of the subheads of
(d) (Captains), vide Appendix XI,
King's Regulations.
Officer qualified for Staff Employment in
consequence of service on the Staff in
the Field.
In Regimental Lists denotes an Officer of
the Regular Forces serving in the
Special Reserve as Adjutant
or
QuarterMaster.
Officer on Regular Establishment at
tached to a Special Reserve Battalion
i other than as Adjutant or Quarter
Master.
On Staff.
Officer of the Special Reserve of Officers,
Militia, Territorial Force or Volun
teers qualified as Instructor in Army
Signalling.
In Regimental Lists denotes an Officer of
the Regular Forces or Special Reserve
of Officers serving with the Territorial
Force.
Officer of the Special Reserve, Militia,
Territorial Force or Volunteers who ob
tained Special Mention in Examination
in Tactics laid down for Lieutenants in
the Army before ist January, 1890.
Territorial Decoration.
Volunteer Officers' Decoration.
Officer serving with Special Reserve of
Officers, Territorial Force, Reserve of
Officers, etc., who has War Service.

§ Qualification gained prior to 1 July 09, since which date the grant of this symbol has been discontinued.
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W.CATER & Co. Ltd. C. E. THOMPSON
ESTABLISHED 1776

NtiUtar? $ Ntufti bailors
 an6 3£reecl)es Nlakers 

,

ARMY PRINTER
STATIONER
AND G E N E R A L
CONTRACTOR

Military Books and every Regimental Requisite Supplied

A
HEADDRESS,* CAP, AND
ACCOUTREMENT MAKERS

V

62 Pall Mall, London, S.W. 1

RUBBER STAMP MAKER
STEEL AND BRASS
LETTER  CUTTER

HERALDIC AND GENERAL ENGRAVER

HAVE ALL REGIMENTAL
DETAILS OF "THE BUFFS"

47 Harrington Street, Dublin

BEAMISH & CRAWFORD LTD.

EDWARD KIDD
Head Office:

BREWERS
OF

STOUTS & ALES
ESTABLISHED 1792

Canteens

&

Messes Supplied

Cork Porter Brewery, Cork
Telegrams :

" Beamish, Cork " *

Telephones :
Cork 818, 819, 820

32 YORK STREET

HI TRI IN

L^UDJIILL

Army Mess Specialist
Wholesale Wine & Spirit Merchant
Manufacturers' Agent
Telegrams: " EDKIDD, DUBLIN"
Telephone : 3980 DUBLIN

COMPLETE
OFFICERS' and SERGEANTS'
MESS SUPPLIES
PRICE LIST SENT ON APPLICATION
—
Enquiries Esteemed
—

Largest Ness Supply Specialist in Ireland
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REGIMENTAL GAZETTE.
Attained the age of 18 years (29/7/20) : 11077 Boy
W. Evans, " B " Coy.
Granted second Good Conduct Badge (7/8/20) :
12487 Lce.Cpl. J. Willis, " B " Coy.
9300 Sergt. C. Collins, " B " Coy.—Married at Phila
delphia Wesleyan Reform Chapel to Mabel
Savage Helliwell (2/8/20).
9038 Sergt. G. Dennis, D.C.M., " B " Coy.—Wife,
Mary, brought on Married Roll (27/6/20) vice
Sergt. Clarke, struck off on reenlistment leave.
9568 Col.Sergt. (O.R.S.) E. J. Evans, "A" Coy.—
Son, Philip William, born at Dover (5/8/20).
5886 R.Q.M.S. W. Martin, " A " Coy.—Daughter,
Gwendoline Barbara, born at Fermoy (6/8/20).
Transferred to " D " Coy., with effect from 13/7/20 :
12756 Pte. J. Goldfinch, " C" Coy.
Transferred to " D " Coy. for duty (16/8/20) : 11636
C.S.M. G. Barrell, D.C.M., " C " Coy.
Transferred to " B " Coy., with effect from 27/8/20 :
12534 C,S.M. S. Adams, " C " Coy.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education at Depot
The Buffs (12/7/20) : 10472 Pte. W. Hadaway, " A "
Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificate of Education at Depot
The Buffs (12/7/20) : 6362 Cpl. F. Morgan, " A " Coy. ;
10466 Pte. A. Coleman, " A " Coy. ; 12589 Pte. G.
Baker, " D " Coy.
The undermentioned N.C.Os. and men were awarded
3rd Class Certificates of Education (15/7/20) :—
12309 Pte. J. Manser, " C " Coy. ; 12029 Pte. F.
Faulkner, " A " Coy. ; 12682 Pte. J. Hird, " D " Coy. ;
13113 Boy T. Wylie, " B " Coy. ; 12550 Pte. G. Buckles,
" D " Coy. ; 12332 Pte. B. Taylor, " D " Coy. ; 12639
Pte. H. Boulter, " D " Coy.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificates of Education (13/
5/20) : 12729 Lce.Cpl. C. Harris, " D " Coy. ; 12650
Lce.Cpl. F. Coleman, " C " Coy. ; 10510 Cpl. F. Beer,
" D " Coy. ; 12810 Pte. V. Wilding, " D " Coy. ; 12310
Pte. J. Easton, " C " Coy. ; 13053 Boy H. West, " C "
Coy.
The undermentioned N.C.Os. and men of companies
shown were awarded Certificates of Education as
shown against their names on 23/7/20 :—
2nd Class : 12080 Lce.Cpl. W. Gurton, " D " Coy. ;
11603 Pte. W. Deveson, "A" Coy.; 11955 Pte. G.
Goodman, " A " Coy. ; 12759 Pte. J. Spicer " B " Coy. ;
11075 Boy W. Fearon, " B " Coy. ; 12304 Pte. L. Gla
zier, " D " Coy. ; 12049 Pte. H. Langdon, " A "
"Coy.; 11625 Dmr. A. Snelling, "C" Coy.; 11489
Pte. S. Albert, " B " Coy. ; 12020 Pte. H. Errington,
" A " Coy. ; 12835 Pfe G. Marchant, " D " Coy. ;
11257 Boy W. Spice, "A" Coy.
3rd Class : 12520 Lce.Cpl. J. Downton, " B " Coy. ;
10010 Lce.Cpl. W. Clover, " B " Coy. ; 12424 Pte.
F. Bray, " A " Coy. ; 12763 Pte. L. Knight, " B " Coy. ;
12226 Pte. F. Gardner, " B " Coy. ; 11195 Pte. G. Pat
terson, " A " Coy. ; 12817 Pte. A. Rackliff, " D "
Coy. ; 12036 Pte. A. Brooks, " A " Coy. ; 12820 Pte.
A. Adams, " D " Coy. ; 12006 Pte. R. Castle, " A "
Coy. ; 12824 Pte. T. Church, " B " Coy. ; 12312 Pte.
J. Hoare, " B " Coy. ; 12642 Pte. E. Ambrose, " B "
Coy. ; 12015 Pte. W. Godden, " A " Coy. ; 11943 Pte.
J. Larkin, " A " Coy. ; 12871 Pte. F. Dicker, " B "
Coy. ; 10627 Lce.Cpl. A. Piddock, " A " Coy.

Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education at Depot,
Canterbury, on 9/7/20 : 12886 Pte. W. Brown, " B "
Coy. ; 12888 Pte. G. Aldridge, " B " Coy. ; 13046 Pte.
F. Jenden, "A" Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificate of Education at Depot,
Canterbury, on 9/7/20 : 12876 Pte. E. Woods, " B "
Coy. ; 12877 Pte. W. Hayward, " D " Coy. ; 12882 Pte.
W. Axton, " D " Coy. ; 13044 Pte. W. Foster, " D "
Coy.
The undermentioned N.C.Os. and men classified as
ist Class Signallers (24/5/20) :—
12318 Lce.Cpl. W. Payton, " C " Coy. ; 11742 Lce.
Cpl. P. Reeves, "C" Coy.; 11533 Pte. L. Simpson,
" D " Coy. ; 14281 Pte. C. Hemsley, " C " Coy. ; 11905
Pte. W. Venner, " D " Coy. ; 11960 Pte. A. Aston,
" A " Coy. ; 12099 Lce.Cpl. S. Larkins, " D " Coy. ;
11488 Pte. H. Barnes, " C " Coy. ; 11406 Pte. J. Daw
son, " D " Coy. ; 12309 Pte. J. Manser, " C " Coy. ;
11980 Pte. J. Brockwell, " A " Coy.
Permitted to continue in the Service beyond 21
years (authority—E.K.1/18976, dated 1/7/20) : 6188
Pte. W. Bone, " B " Coy.
Extended his service to complete 12 years with the
Colours (2/8/20 ; authority—O.C.i/Buffs, dated 2/8/20)
10660 Cpl. F. Sidwell, " C " Coy.
Reengaged for The Buffs at Fermoy on 14/8/20 to
complete 21 years with the Colours (authority—O.C.
i/Buffs, dated 14/8/20) : 9031 Cpl. E. Hall, D.C.M.,
" B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (1/7/20) : 9412
Pte. C. Vant, " B " Coy.
Appointed Paid Acting Corporal (f/7/20) : 13349
Lce.Cpl. A. Foote, " C " Coy.
Appointed Educational Sergeant to the Battalion,
vice A./Sergt. H. Wright, reverted (15/7/20 ; authority
—H.Q. 16th Infy. Bde., No. E.T.8, dated 15/7/20) :
9300 Sergt. C. Collins, " B " Coy.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal (30/7/20) : 12700
Pte. C. Hills, " B " Coy.
Absorbed as Sergeant MasterCook, vice Sergeant
MasterCook D. Payne, transferred to Section B, Army
Reserve : 8601 Sergt.Master Cook P. Lane, " D " Coy.
Appointed Paid Acting Corporal (Signalling Cor
poral), with effect from 27/8/20, vice 10660 Cpl. F.
Sidwell to Depot : 12185 Lce.Cpl. J. Sharp, " D " Coy.
Posted from Depot (26/6/20) : Boy F. Evans, " B "
Coy.
Posted from Depot (2/7/20) : 9300 Sergt. C. Collins,
" B " Coy. ; 10100 Sergt. F. Pattenden, " C " Coy. ;
!3357
H. Broom, " B " Coy.
The undermentioned men were posted from Depot
The Buffs (4/8/20) to " A " Coy. :—
11435 Pte. Stone, 12883 Pte. Galpin, 12875 Pte.
Letts ; 12896 Pte. Walls, 13043 Pte. Walter, 13343 Pte.
Millar, 12874 Pte. Packman, 7731 Pte. Price, 13090
Pte. Turner, 13366 Pte. Parker, 12823 Pte. Martin,
12872 Pte. Cruttenden, 12900 Pte. Redman, 12885 Pte.
Wat ling, 13046 Pte. Jenden, 12863 Pte. Terry.
Rejoined from Probationary Course R.A.P.C.,
Dublin (7/8/20) : 11190 Pte. A. Foat, " D " Coy.
Arrived from Depot The Buffs (2/8/20) : 8601 Sergt.
MasterCook P. Lane, " D " Coy.
The undermentioned men were posted from Depot
The Buffs (16/8/20) to " B " Coy. :—
13079 Pte. A. Netley, 13077 Pte. A. Weller, 13094
Pte. C. Manktelow, 13074 Pte. A. Jewell, 13109 Pte.
C. Morphew, 12873 Pte. G. Janes, 13115 Pte. H. Hol
lands, 13086 Pte. Honeysett, 12899 Pte. G. Brown,
13089 Pte. Phillips, 12888 Pte. G. Aldridge, 13062
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CONWAY WILLIAMS
Civil and Military Tailor
and Breeches Maker

17 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.l
PERSONAL

ATTENTION

GIVEN

Employed by large number of Officers of " The Buffs,"
whom I have waited on personally for 20 years

OFFICERS'

SWEATERS,

SILK

MOUNTED

SCARVES

AND

SWAGGER CANES
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Pte. L. Moore, 13071 Pte. W. Thurlow, 13055 pte.
G. Eldridge, 13076 Pte. Beck, 13082 Pte. A. Weeds,
13050 Pte. G. Haynes, 12876 Pte. E. Wood.
Transferred to Class " Z," Army Reserve (9/2/20) :
24708 Pte. H. Williamson, " C " Coy.
Transferred to 2nd Bn., Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers,
with effect from 2/7/20 (authority—H.Q. 16th Infy.
Bde., No. A/110/2, dated 27/6/20) : 11546 Pte E
McKay, " C " Coy.
Proceeded to Dublin as a Private on Probation for the
R.A.P.C. (4/7/20) : 11190 Pte. A. Foat, ." D " Coy.
Transferred to Royal Marine Light Infantry (7/7/20) :
12707 Pte. P. Wheatley, " D " Coy.
Transferred on Probation to "I" Supply Coy.,
R.A.S.C., Dublin, with effect from 28/7/20 (authority—
H.Q. 16th Infy. Bde., No. A./110/23, dated 26/7/20) :
12433 Pte. C. Howe, " A " Coy.
Transferred to Royal Engineers, with effect from
28/7/20, and proceeded to join No. 1 Group Depot,
St. Mary's Barracks, Chatham (authority—H.Q. 16th
Infy. Bde., No. A./110/22, dated 11/7/20) : 11730 Pte.
C. Pyke, " C" Coy.
Held to serve on former attestation, and reposted
to Depot, The Warwickshire Regiment, Warwick
(31/7/20) : 13213 Pte J Howe, " C " Coy.
Posted to Depot The Buffs (6/8/20), and struck off
strength of Battalion : 9191 Sergt. F. Morgan, " B "
Coy.
Dispersed (14/8/20) and struck off strength of
Battalion : 12778 Pte. L. Atkins, " B " Coy. ; i3°33
Pte. F. Boorman, " C " Coy.
Transferred on probation to R.A.S.C., and proceeded
to join " D " Supply Coy., R.A.S.C., Dublin (24/8/20) :
12029 Pte. F. Gaulkner, "A " Coy.
The undermentioned N.C.Os. and men were posted
to Depot The Buffs on proceeding on leave (15/8/20),
and struck off Battalion strength from that date
(authority—Practician Wire No. 26405, dated 14/8/20) :
9038 Sergt. G. Dennis, D.C.M., " B " Coy. ; 9897
Pte. H. Stapies, " C " Coy. ; 10082 Cpl. W. Mount,
M.M., " A " Coy. ; 10305 Pte. W. Royle, " C " Coy. ;
10351 Pte. R. Corrigan, " B " Coy. ; 10514 Pte. H.
Lendrim, "A" Coy.; 10640 Pte. W. Towner, ".B"
Coy. ; 10660 Cpl. F. Sidwell, " C " Coy. ; 11079 Pte. H.
Pitcher, " C " Coy. ; 11176 Pte. E. Gooding, " D " Coy.;
11179 Pte. E. Godden,
D
Coy.; 11180 Pte. M.
Robinson, "D" Coy.; 11182 Pte. J. Bailey, "D"
Coy.; 11183 Pte. J. Thirst, "D" Coy.; 11184 Pte.
G. Mills, " C " Coy. ; 11185 Pte. E. Curtis, " C " Coy. ;
11186 Pte. H. Miles, " D " Coy. ; 11187 Pte. H. Smith,
" D " Coy. ; 11188 Pte. E. Foster, " C " Coy. ; 11192
Boy E. Silk, " C " Coy. ; 11194 pte F Wales, " D "
Coy. ; 11196 Pte. J. Tadman, " A " Coy. ; 11197 Pte*
H. Glover, " A " Coy. ; 11198 Pte. J. Dent, " A " Coy. ;
11210 Pte. A. Hearn, " C " Coy. ; 11211 Pte. A. Austen,
" D " Coy. ; 11212 Pte. G. Dray, " A " Coy. ; 11213
Pte. W. Shaw, " D " Coy. ; 11218 Pte. A. Stone, " B "
Coy. ; 11219 Pte. H. Cox,
B " Coy. ; H349 Pte. J.
Underdown, " B " Coy. ; 11360 Pte. H. Ringe, " B "
Coy. ; 11362 Pte. H. Frost, " D " Coy. ; 11363 Pte. T.
Pearse, " D " Coy. ; 11368 Pte. L. Limmer, " D " Coy. ;
11369 Pte. C. Davis, " D " Coy. ; H373 Pte. W.^Hutch
croft, " D " Coy. ; 11389 Boy A. Welsh, " C " Coy. ;
11394 Pte. F. Goddard, " D " Coy. ; 11495 Lce.Cpl.
A. Bromley, " D " Coy. ; 11398 Pte. H. Marsh,
A
Coy. ; 11407 Pte. A. Phillips, " D " Coy. ; 11408 Pte.
p
J. Fielder, " D " Coy. ; 11417 te. R. Lockyer, " A "
Coy. ; 11419 Pte. E. Lewis, " D " Coy. ; 11426 Pte. E.
Davis, " D " Coy. ; 11428 Pte. H. Pearse, " D " Coy. ;
11437 Pte. R. Nicholls, " D " Coy. ; 11438 Pte. T.
Baker, " D " Coy. ; 11439 Pte. T. Pitcher, " D " Coy. ;

11442 Pte. L. Coley, " D " Coy. ; 11445 Pte. P. Burnap,
" D " Coy.; 11852 Pte. R. Bowman, "D" Coy.;
11854 Lce.Cpl. S. Thomas, " A " Coy. ; 11858 Pte. J.
Swallow, " A " Coy. ; 11865 Pte. P. Pollard, " A "
Coy. ; 11868 Pte. L. Stupple, " A " Coy. ; 11869 Boy
G. Wilkins, " C " Coy. ; 11877 Pte. J. Lay, " C " Coy. ;
11880 Pte. F. Coombs, " B" Coy.; 11885 Pte.W. Adams.
" A " Coy. ; 11886 Pte. J. Terry, " A " Coy. ; 11887
Pte. F. Johnson, " C " Coy. ; 11892 Pte. W. Saunders,
" D " Coy. ; 11906 Pte. F. Gibbons, " B " Coy. ; 11908
Pte. E. Aslett, " D " Coy. ; 11914 Pte. A. Supple, " D "
Coy. ; 11919 Pte. B. Mills, " A " Coy. ; 11920 Pte. T.
Sivers, " A " Coy. ; 11930 Pte. B. Cook, " A " Coy. ;
11931 Pte. P. Davey, " A " Coy. ; 11932 Pte. G. Cross,
" A " Coy. ; 11941 Pte. R. Shrubsole, " A " Coy. ;
11943 Pte. J. Larkin, " A " Coy. ; 1195° Pte. F. Cripps,
" A " Coy. ; 11955 Pte. G. Goodman, " A " Coy. ;
11957 Lce.Cpl. J. Couchman, " A " Coy. ; H959 Pte.
W. Johnson, "A" Coy. ; 11963 Pte. A. Hayes, " A "
Coy. ; 11964 Pte. W. Madle, " A " Coy. ; H975 Pte.
C. Marshall, " A " Coy. ; 11978 Pte. E. Lawson, " B "
Coy. ; 11979 Pte. J. Cox, "A " Coy. ; 11988 Pte. F.
Johnson, "A" Coy.; 11989 Pte. J. Durrant, "A"
Coy. ; 11990 Pte. A. Coade, " A " Coy. ; 11992 Lce.Cpl.
J. Vye, " A " Coy. ; 11999 Lce.Cpl. R. Freeman, " A "
Coy. ; 12001 Pte. W. Stepney, " A " Coy. ; 12002 Pte.
L. Starkey, " A " Coy. ; 12005 Lce.Cpl. H. Shorter,
"A " Coy. ; 12006 Pte. R. Castle, "A" Coy. ; 12007
Pte. T. Norman, "A" Coy. ; 12009 Pte. E. Belsey,
" A " Coy. ; 12015 Pte. W. Godden, " A " Coy. ; 12018
Pte. V. Moore, " A " Coy. ; 12030 Pte. B. Bailey, " A "
Coy. ; 12034 Pte. R. Lines, " A " Coy. ; 12052 Pte.
H. Dupree, " A " Coy. ; 12056 Pte. A. Saunders, " A "
12060 Pte. F. Hearn, " A " Coy. ; 12062 Pte. W.
Aldridge, " A " Coy. ; 12065 Pte. S. Burnap, " A "
Coy. ; 12066 Pte. A. Coughlan, " A " Coy. ; 12067 Pte.
E. Marsh, "A" Coy.; 12071 Pte. W.. Ho&on, "A"
Coy. ; 12072 Pte. T. Dimmock, "A" Coy. ; 12073 Pte.
B. Coleby, " A " Coy. ; 12403 Pte. E. Smith, " A "
Coy. ; 12406 Pte. V. Hills, " A " Coy. ; 12409 Pte. H.
Sones, " A " Coy. ; 12413 Pte. R. Young, " A " Coy. ;
12425 Pte. C. Rose, " A " Coy. ; 12426 Pte. A. Fane,
" A " Coy. ; 12430 Pte. M. Piggot, " C " Coy. ; 12435
Pte. F. Bishop, " C " Coy. ; 12436 Pte. R. Broad, " C "
Coy. ; 12437 Pte. G. Lamberton, " C " Coy. ; 12438
Pte. A. Nales, " C " Coy. ; 12439 Pte, R. Crabb, " D "
Coy. ; 12440 Pte. T. Owen, " D " Coy. ; 12441 Pte.
H. Wratten, " C " Coy. ; 12442 Pte. A. Munn, " D "
Coy. ; 12444 Pte. G. Tomsett, " C " Coy. ; 12445 Pte.
H. Nash, " C " Coy. ; 12446 Pte. W. Madden, " D "
Coy.; 12448 Pte. S. Wyles, "C" Coy.; 12449 Pte.
F. Bates, " C " Coy. ; 12451 Pte. R. Pott, " D " Coy. ;
12452 Pte. R. Baker, " C " Coy. ; 12460 Pte. R. Fagg,
" C " Coy. ; 12462 Pte. E. Johnson, " D " Coy. ; 12464
Pte. S. Larman, " A " Coy. ; 12465 Pte. S. Howard,
"B" Coy.; 12467 Pte. S. Wade, "A" Coy.; 12469
Pte. C. Edwards, " D " Coy. ; 12535 Pte. J. Newland,
" C " Coy. ; 12682 Pte. J. Hird, " D " Coy. ; 12683
Pte. A. Harris, " B " Coy. ; 12685 Pte. A. Vanner,
" B " Coy. ; 12687 Pte. G. Larner, " B " Coy. ; 12688
Pte. J. Torbett, " B " Coy. ; 12689 Pte. J. Harmes,
" D " Coy. ; 12690 Pte. H. Griggs, " B " Coy. ; 12692
Pte. A. Butcher, " D " Coy. ; 12694 Pte. W. Pearse,
" B " Coy. ; 12699 Pte. J. Sayer, " A " Coy. ; 12714
Pte. A. Kent, " B " Coy. ; 12719 Pte. F. Drury, " A "
Coy. ; 12720 Pte. T. Sporle, " B " Coy. ; 12725 Pte. C.
Mitchell, " B " Coy. ; 12738 Pte. F. Bridges, D.C.M.,
" C " Coy. ; 12770 Pte. G. Stone, " C " Coy. ; 12038
Pte. J. Brown, " C " Coy. ; 12701 Pte. L. Parsons, " B "
Coy. ; 12702 Pte. A. Dunk, " B " Coy. ; 12705 Pte. E.
Fletcher, " B " Coy. ; 12708 Pte. H. Jenkins, " B "
Coy. ; 12709 Pte. R. Quelch, " B " Coy. ; 12710 Pte.
F. Perkins, " B " Coy. ; 12715 Pte. A. Palmer, " B "
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by Appointment to the
Royal Welch Fusiliers
South Wales Borderers
Scottish Rifles
East Surrey Regiment
Border Regiment
Royal Sussex Regiment
Hampshire Regiment
(1st, 2nd & 3rd Battns.)

Dorset Regiment
South Lancashire Regiment
Essex Regiment (2nd Battn.)
Sherwood Foresters
Loyal North Lancashire
Regiment
Royal Berkshire Regiment

King's Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry
Middlesex Regiment
Durham Light Infantry
Royal Munster Fusiliers
London Rifle Brigade
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
(2nd Battn )

LONDON : 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WINCHESTER : 90 HIGH STREET
ALDERSHOT: 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY 52 HIGH STREET
Telephones : 296 Aldershot; 89 Winchester; 2346 Regent, London; 359 Camberley
Telegrams : " Flight, Aldershot" " Flight, Winchester "; " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Camberley'

SHERRY
BROOKE'S OLD
BROWN
. . .a good familiar Creature if it be
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Coy. ; 12722 Pte. A. Todd, " A " Coy. ; 12731 Pte. A.
Hart, " D " Coy. ; 12802 Pte. H. French, " A " Coy. ;
12803 Pte. H. Beaney, " D " Coy. ; 12804 Pte. L.
Glazier, " D " Coy. ; 12810 Pte. V. Wilding, " D "
Coy. ; 12811 Pte. R. Latham, " D " Coy.
The foregoing are N.C.Os. and men selected for duty
with 2nd Battalion The Buffs in accordance with War
Office Letter No, i2o/India/9359 A.G.2.A.), dated
12/7/1920.
Transferred to the Band of the Royal Military Col
lege, Sandhurst, with effect from 27/8/20 (authority
W.O. Letter No. i5/Infy./8io8 (A.G.2.A.), dated
18/8/20) : 9480 Cpl. O'Donnell, " B " Coy.
Transferred on probation to R.A.M.C. Depot,
Crookham Camp, Aldershot (30/8/20), and struck off
strength of Battalion : LL/814 Pte. C. Godden, C
Coy.
Transferred to Section " B," Army Reserve, under
para. 370 (a) K.R. (20/8/20) : 10985 A./Sergt. S. Payne,
" C " Coy.
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(including postage).
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So far there has been no hunting for the
Officers serving in the district ; likewise very
little shooting has been indulged in—at any
rate, by the members of His Majesty's forces.
*

*

*

We wish to bring to the notice of our readers
and subscribers that THE DRAGON will be run
from the Depot as from January, 1921. We
understand that Capt. H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O.,
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late The Buffs, has kindly offered his services
in running the paper. All those of us who know
him feel certain that if anyone can successfully
run it, he is the one to do so.
It is hoped that by editing it from the Depot
more advertisements will be obtained and a
larger circulation brought about, thus reducing
the cost of the paper.
We would remind our regimental readers
that THE DRAGON will not lose its individuality,
but will still remain the magazine of The Buffs.
Once a Buff, always a Buff.
*

*

*

We regret the departure of Major King,
D.S.O., M.C., our late Brigade Major, and wish
him the best of luck in his new station. Our
congratulations to him on his marriage to the
Hon. Clare Pet re.
*

*

*

Major J. Chalmers, D.S.O., M.C., The Black
Watch, has taken his place, and we tender him
a hearty welcome.
*

*

*

We were glad to hear that the Old Comrades'
dinner was such a success, but regret that more
of us were not present; the situation in Ireland
prevented many of us from attending.
*

*

*

Might we suggest that the next one be held
at a time when some of our comrades of the
2nd Battalion are home on leave from India ?
We do not know whether the old peacetime
conditions of leave have restarted in the
" Shiny," but hope that those responsible for
the date of the dinner will bear this in mind.
*
*
*
The P.R.I, ist Battalion has brought out a
Regimental Calendar for 1921 on the same lines
as the 1914 one; anyone wishing to obtain a
copy can do so on application to him ; the price
should be under 3s. post free.
*

*

*

sk

*

*

We would draw our readers' attention to the
copy of the August, 1914, Army List; a mistake
has been made in the first two Majors' names.
"Hasler" should read "BrevetColonel," and
" Hulke " should appear opposite " 7 Feb.
1907."
*

*

5k

We have included in this number the war
services of the 4th Battalion, and would draw
our readers' attention to the June number,
which gave some of the doings of the 5th Bat
talion in the Great War. However, we think
a more amplified account would be welcome,
so republish their doings as well.
sk

Hs

sk

We have also been able to give some news
of our cousins, the Kent Artillery, and hope,
if their attention is drawn to this number, they
will furnish us in the future with more news.
*

Hi

*

It is hoped to publish, with photographs, in
the December number the obituary notices of
the late Corporal Hall and Bandsman Ham
mond.
<$>—

—<»

1st BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.

*

There are still many unsold copies of THE
DRAGON for the months of June, July, and
August. We would be grateful if our readers
would pass this information on to any exBuffs
who may be ignorant of the fact that THE
DRAGON is again in being.
*

Tho Editor regrets that, owing to the strike
and the curtailment of train services and parcel
post, he has been unable to produce the October
number of this paper up to time. We are,
therefore, forced to bring out the October and
November copies in a combined number.
There was, too, some hitch in the launching
of the September number. Our junior sub
editor, being in such a hurry to get off'on leave
before a strjke restarted, failed to give the
necessary instruction for the distribution of
copies.

*

Congratulations to General Sir A. Lynden
Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., on his being awarded the
Order of the White Eagle, 2nd Class, with
Swords, by the CzechoSlovak Government.
*
*
*
Will contributors sending sketches and photo
graphs please not pin them to other papers
or fold them.

Two of our officers—viz., Lieut. C. H. A.
Reay and 2ndLieut. L. E. S. Allom—have left
us, having resigned their commissions.
The latter had been with us only a short
time, and, owing to sundry periods on detach
ment, was not such a wellknown figure in the
Battalion as " Charles ' Reay. We wish him
every success in his new sphere.
" Charles " had been "with us long enough to
have endeared himself to all. We hear that it
is his intention to take to farming. The
general opinion is " that it is just as well,"
seeing that butter is controlled and that eggs
cost nearly 6d. each. We all wish him the best
of luck.
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Lieut. B. E. Davies, M.C., and Lieut. W. B.
Griffiths have joined the Battalion for duty; the
former "D " Company when we were holding the
Grand Flamingerie line in November, 1914;
the latter joined from Sandhurst in June, 1916.
Crosscountry running should now be getting
into full swing, and we would remind our
readers of the great successes we have had in
the past; but to be successful in the future we
must have a welltrained team with a well
trained reserve. Anyone, therefore, who is
keen on taking up this sport should give their
names to Lieut. Essell or C.Q.M.S. Cross.
We are glad to see that " Rugger " has started
again in the Battalion ; there are very few of
those at present serving who will remember the
keen struggles we used to have when playing
for the Harris Shield, and if we are not mistaken
it was generally the company which won the
Rugby that won the Harris Shield.
The Harris Shield was presented to the ist
Battalion, when in India, by Lord Harris,
whom most Kent men must know.
It represents the Battalion Challenge Shield,
and is awarded to the best allround company.
The final of the Association Cup Tie does not
create so much interest, as the .struggle for the
Harris Shield did in the past. Let us get back
to the old prewar keenness.
No doubt the many detachments which we
have to find is detrimental to keeping up
company keenness, but remember that it is not
impossible to get your players in, both for
practice and for matches. It is a change for
them and a change for the nonplayer to take
their place for a night or two.
Our Association team has played a great
number of successful matches locally, but has
not been so successful when playing away.
There is no doubt that the scattered state of the
Battalion is to a great extent the cause of our not
being able to work the team up to the required
standard. Again let us remind all ranks that to
be successful we must have a good reserve as well.
Why not a 2nd XI League in the station, and
thus encourage those who are not in the ist XI ?
We again tender our thanks to the R.G.A.
Comedy Company for the enjoyable entertain
ment they gave us in the gymnasium.. We would
like to know why our talent is hiding itself away.
Our thanks are due to our Colonel, General
Right Hon. Sir A. Paget, for the gold medal

3

which he has presented to the Battalion. This
medal will be awarded annually to the best all
round athlete in the Battalion.

FOOTBALL.
BUFFS v. ROYAL FUSILIERS.
This game was played on the Gas Works
ground on Saturday, October 16th, our team
lining up as follows :—Goal—Pte. Hopkins ;
backs—C.S.M.I. Sweeney, Bdsmn. Pearsall;
halfbacks—Pte. Perry, Lce.Cpl. Rice ; Pte.
Ritchie ; forwards—Pte. Minns, Lce.Cpl. Rye,
Bdsmn. Lewis, Sergt. Russell, Sergt. Collins.
For the first ten minutes the game was very
evenly contested, but our team gradually wore
their opponents down. Goals began to come,
and after a scrambling game we ran out winners
by 8 goals to 1.
Previous to this match we had beaten the
Artillery 3—2, Comrades of the Great War 4—1,
and the R.Es. 2—0.
BUFFS v. R.A.S.C.
No changes were made in the team for this
match. From the commencement it was ob
vious that we had not a hard task, our left wing
soon becoming prominent. A word of praise
must be given to these two men, Pte. Minns
and Lce.Cpl. Rye, and also to the clever half
behind them, Pte. Ritchie, for the splendid way
they work together. Seldom, if ever, has the
Battalion had a better combination. Although
we ran out winners by 5—0, the Commos were
game, and made quite a good show.
BUFFS v. R.A.F.
News had reached us that we had to play the
East Lanes in the Army Cup, so, as C.S.M.I.
Sweeney is not eligible, Pte. Shaw substituted
for him. A fairly even first half was witnessed.
After the interval, however, our team asserted
themselves, and we eventually won by 4 1.
We also played the Airmen the following week,
and again beat them, this time by 5—°
BUFFS v. ROYAL FUSILIERS.
In the return match with the Fusiliers, at
Kilworth, we were again greeted with a down
pour of rain, and a desultory game resulted in
a win for the Fusiliers by 3—2, although this
score by no means represented the game, as
we had by far the best of the game.
ARMY CUP TIE.
BUFFS

V.

EAST LANCS.

For our fixture with the East Lancs we were
unfortunately drawn away from home. How
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ever, we went with the best of spirits, with the
following team :—Goal—Pte. Hopkins ; backs—
Bdsmn. Pearsall, Lce.Cpl. Andrews; half
backs—Pte. Ritchie, Lce.Cpl. Rice, Pte. Perry ;
forwards—Sergt. Collins, Sergt. Denny, Bdsmn.
Lewis, Lce.Cpl. Rye, and Pte. Minns.
The ground was in a bad state, and a few
showers did not help to improve matters. The
Lancs started oft with a rush, and in ten
minutes had scored th _ ugh their centre
forward. Our team began to settle down, how
ever, and from a shot from the right Lewis
equalized. A dingdong struggle ensued up to
halftime, when the score was one all.
After the resumption our team absolutely
fell to pieces, with the result that the Lancs
scored four more. Although not begrudging
them their win, they were exceedingly lucky,
and we hope to meet them again in the Irish
Cup on our ground, when we are certain that
the positions will be reversed.

RUGBY NOTES.
This season the Battalion is making a deter
mined effort to produce a good Rugger team
We have managed to get quite a good ground
on the Aerodrome, and at present our prospects
appear quite rosy. Among the officers are
several good and keen players, and quite a num
ber of the men are showing great enthusiasm and
keenness to learn the game. With more prac
tice and experience, a really good team should
take the field when the Army Rugger comes
along. At present our main handicap is ignor
ance of tke game. We must thank Captain
Thomson for his kindness in coaching the team
so ably, and for refereeing what games we are
able to arrange.
We have some difficulty in arranging fixtures
owing to difficulties of transport and the present
disturbed state of the country, but in the near
future we hope to play the 7th Brigade R.G.A.,
the R.A.F., and the ist Battalion Royal Fusi
liers, all of whom are within reasonable dis
tance. So far our only opponents have been
the 2nd Bde. R.F.A., against whom we have
played three most interesting games. In the
first game we were beaten by 13 points to 5.
The second game we won by 5 points to nil.
The third game the R.F.A. defeated us by 5
points to nil. As may be judged from the
scores, the games were very level and hardly
contested. On the whole, the team is showing
steady improvement.
The forwards all play a very hard game, are
good in the loose, and tackle well. Their main
trouble is that they do not pack properly in the

scrum, and> as a consequence, are unable to
make full use of their weight. The result is
that the outsides do riot see enough of the ball.
Capt. Allen, Lieuts. Essell and Cass, Bdsmn.
Clements, Marshall, and Maddock all put in a
great deal of hard and useful work, and are
constantly conspicuous. At flyhalf Pte. Watts
plays a very plucky game, but at present suffers
from lack of knowledge. Among the " threes "
we have Lieuts. Rose, Price, and Symons, all
of them good players with a sound knowledge
of the game. Lce.Cpl. Meakin has been
playing wingthree, and has often helped us
considerably by his good kicking. We found
some difficulty in filling the position of back,
but Pte. Freedman has played several quite
successful games. We are unlucky in not being
able to play Capt. Pinhey or Lieut. Marshall,
but they are both away on detachment. All
things considered, the team is not doing too
badly. It is a pity that more of the Battalion
do not turn up to watch matches, as a little
encouragement goes a long way in helping a
team to success. In the next number of THE
DRAGON we hope to be able to print a more
detailed account of matches played.

7th BDE. R.G.A. CONCERT.
PROGRAMME.
PART I.—Opening chorus, " Hello !" The

Mummers; song, " Take your Girlie to the
Movies," Lieut. Tidcombe, M.C. ; recitation,
Selected, Lieut.Col. Hanna, D.S.O. ; song,
" Deep in the Heart of a Rose," Spr. Glasson,
R.E. ; song, " Signora," Dvr. Lowman, R.G.A. ;
comedy, " No ! No ! ! No ! ! !" Bdsmn. West,
R.G.A.; sopg, " Until," Spr. Glasson, R.E. ;
song, " You Know What I Mean," Lieut. Tid
combe, M.C. ; burlesque, " The Wrong Turn,"
The Baby and I; acrobats, Messrs. Day and
Fairbanks.
PART II.—An original oneact farce, entitled
" The First of April," by Lieut.Col. J. C.
Hanna, D.S.O., R.G.A.
CHARACTERS.

125th Battery R.G.A. 
Lieut.Col. Robinson
Capt. S. T. S. Anderson
Major Smoothbore
Lieut. L. W. F. Hawkins
Lieut. Browne
...
Lieut. C. B. Ormerod
Lieut. Jones
...
Lieut. G. G. Templer
Lieut. Robinson ...
Lieut. A. J. E. Cleeve
Bty. S.M. ... Lieut.Col. J. C. Hanna, D.S.O.
Scene : 125th Battery Office.
GOD SAVE THE KING.
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"A" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
After returning from Kilworth, we settled
down again in barracks to a somewhat un
eventful month. After what seemed an extra
ordinarily long three months, leave reopened
once more, and the beginning of the month
saw the" first few batches go for their 28 days.
Football started once more in earnest,
though we have been rather unfortunate. Our
first match was against " B " Company, in
which, after what seemed a certain victory
for us, we were defeated by the narrow margin
of 5—4.
Our other match against " D " Company
ended even more disastrously, as we were
beaten 8—1. However, we hope for better
things when and if we can manage more practice.
It is pleasing to see the keenness shewn by
one or two of the Company who are recruits
to the Rugby game.
Apart from these things, very little has
happened, except for the fact that Lieut. Essell
goes on leave and Lieut. Wale is taking over
the Company for two months.
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while many other famous characters have left
us. Ptes. Burton, Meads, Southern, Jones,
and Gravett have been discharged Lee Cpl.
Downton proceeded to Dublin to the Worcester
Regiment. We tender him deepest sympathies
regarding the loss of his brother, who died
most gallantly.
Our detachments are quite contented with
their little lots. JMitchelstown detachments
appear to be happy and contented with the
appointment of Capt Morley as their overseer.
His banjolin provides music for the concerts
held every Thursday evening. Lce.Cpl. Smith
of that detachment provides much amusement
as a " Female Impersonator," while Cpl.
Bennett as the " Headstrong Husband" is
all that can be desired.
Lismore's detachment have been made happy
by the gift of a gramophone, and, now the
men there tell us they get " Boiled Beef and
Carrots" at Reveille, and " Where do flies
go ? " at Lights out.
With reference to sport, we have only been
able to fill one of our engagements this month—
a league match played on October 29th against
" A " Company. It resulted in a win for us.
At halftime 'we were losing 2—0 but the final
score was 5—4. Sgt. Russell scored 3 goals
in quick succession, and Sgt. Collins 2.
J.B.S.

»*«
<$>
" B " COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
"C" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
I expect Mr. Editor knows
<$>

That it's really considerably nicer
To receive from this Coy. the good prose
Of its clerk, the erudite Spicer.
But should Mr. Editor pause,
He will, I am certain, remember
That of prose not a solitary clause
Did Spicer produce in September.
Your staff, Mr. Editor, bleated,
For Notes from my Company, every day
Once (at least) Mr. Tuke became heated,
Annoyed at the lengthy delay.
Though Spicer produces some news
And I don't, you'll have to agree
That it wouldn't be kind to refuse"
To print what I'm sending from " B."
I was forced to produce it before,
So you've little o r n o right t o crib i t ;
I know it's abominably poor,
So I'll promise it shan't be a habit.

Many changes have taken place during the
past months ; Capt. Sharp took over command
of the Company from Capt. Morley. Lieut.
Wilson proceeded to . Er gland on staff duties,

I must apologize for the absence of no ;s
since the September number but through 10
fault of mine they have got mislaid. Still I
will do my best to tell you all that has happened
since September.
I told you before that I would endeavour
to give good results of the Company in the
Football League, but I am sorry to say that
they did not make much headway, as will be
seen by the following results.
Our first match was a friendly match with
the Fermoy Squadron Royal Air Force, whom
we defeated 3—2. It was a very wet day
(nothing unusual in this country). It proved
a good game, and the " Angels of Fermoy "
yyere defeated.
Our next match was with " B " Company
who were very fortunate in beating us 4—2.
We were rather handicapped in this match
as several of our best players were at Kilworth
firing their G.M.C. with the "Casuals," other
wise, I am of the opinion that the score would
have been reversed.
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On November 10th, C.S.M. Verlander pro
Next we played " D " Company in a friendly
match just to see how we were going to size ceeded to Canterbury and took over the duties
in the league, as we had to meet " D " Company of R.S.M. He was also accompanied by Cpl.
later on. Well, as before, we were unfortunate Dennis. The boys of the Company were very
as we were one goal to the good when four of sorry to lose the C.S.M. and were greatly upset
our best players were called away from the to find that he had left barracks, whilst they
fiqld to go on special escort duty. Anyway, were at school, as they fully intended to give
four volunteers (not I.R.A.) rushed on the him a rousing sendoff from the barrack gates.
field and filled the vacancies and the game But never mind, the world is very small and
proceeded, the final result being a draw, i—i. they may have the pleasure of meeting him
Our next match was in earnest with " D " again one of these days.
Company in the league for the " Harris Sheild."
We are looking forward to a Garrison Boxing
It was a very keen match as " D " Company
had brought in a couple of their best players Tournament very soon, and we hope to record
from detachments, Minns and Shaw, both a a few thrilling events by " C " Company.
One person in particular is looking very
great asset to any team, whereas " C " Company
had at least three of their regular players out keenly towards making a great show. That
on important duties, such as escorts and raid is " Footeokus," as I have heard he brought
ing parties. Still it was a great game and we |cwt. of powdered gravel for the purpose of
making a " punching bag " and I should say he
finished up with equal scores 2—2.
" C " Company then met "A" in the same uses it pretty often as he can always be seen
league. Another draw. Don't think I am pulling pieces of skin off his knuckles. So the
moaning but we had four of our best players man he meets will undoubtedly have a warm
away on this day, and even then had the best time,, and I know that he always has a couple
of the game. With our regular team it is of rounds every time he goes home. One
universally remarked that the score would round of toast, then one run round the table,
have been something like 4—1 in favour of then Out. Still he's not a bad 'un and we hope
to see him do some good.
" C " Company, but no ! it was a draw 1—1,
We next met " B " Company in a typical
Christmas will shortly be on us and we are
" fine soft day." Play was carried out in
water over the ankles in places. This match looking forward to the QuarterBloke arranging
was very onesided as " C" Company were a decent show for us, and we hope to be able
leading 3—1 up to a few minutes before time, to give a fine account of the happenings in
then one of our own backs unfortunately netted January 1921. No doubt we shall use the
one for our opponents. This upset the team Piano this year, as the Quarter says we didn't
a little and Sgt. Russell immediately scored last year.
the third goal for " B " Company almost from
the halfway line. Of course had " Hoppy "
been there instead of Easton no doubt the last " D " C O M P A N Y N O T E S A N D
2 goals of " B " Company would have never
NEWS.
been scored. Still we hope to get a win some
day!
We wish to offer our deepest sympathies to
Now " C" Company has been nominated Mrs. Hall and to the relatives of Bandsman
the H.Q. Company having the full complement Gammon in their sad loss. Both Cpl. Hall
of Machine Gunners with Capt. J. F. W. Allen, and Bandsman Gammon were well known in
M.C. still in command. This movement of " D " Company. Bandsman Gammon was in
course has caused several intercompany trans " D " Company on the outbreak of war, and
fers and we have received a couple of decent Cpl. Hall will ever be remembered by the
sportsmen, such as Shaw, a fine back. Then glorious work he did with " D" Company
again we received 18 recruits from Canterbury. during those three days at the Hooge crater in
A few promising lads, and one reenlisted man *9*5
We also wish to sympathise with Sgt. and,
named Erickson, whom they say is pretty warm
at football and other sports, so we must watch Mrs. Real in their sad bereavement and trust
him in the future. No doubt we shall be able that Mrs. Real is progressing favourably towards
good health.
to give some good results as time goes on.
Capt. D. V. Thomas proceeded on two months
leave early in October and has just returned.

^ In the last DRAGON we told you all about
our prowess on the cricket field, and how we
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polish the shield. This time let us introduce
you no less confidently to the joys of football.
As yet, owing to bad weather, we have
been able to get but few games played, nor
has the fact that so many of our men are away
on " foreign service" assisted us in playing
off any interplatoon games. We managed,
nevertheless, to collect our team on three
occasions for league matches, much to the
sorrow of one Company at least.
Our first game was played with " C " Com
pany and resulted in a draw 2 all. In our
game with " B" Company we proved the
victors of 2 goals to one. This latter was a
very fast and interesting tussle.
Up to the time of writing our third and last
game was with " A " Company, and resulted
in a win for us by 8 goals to 1. (You can count
the notches in the corner post if you don't
believe it!)
Somebody suggested that we should buy a
warm jersey for our goalkeeper. In view of
the chilly weather now prevailing, this sugges
tion is receiving our consideration.
We shall hope to dwell at greater length
upon our successes in the league next month.
We have to congratulate Sgts. Real and
Collier also Cpl. Beer and Cornwall on their
promotion.
During this period we have lost C.S.M.
Barrell, Sgt. Burt, Sgt. Summers, Cpl. Stace,
and Ptes. White, Shaw and Everett all of whom
went to " C " Company, we believe to form a
machine gun platoon, but " Devil a bit " of
a machine gun have we yet seen ! Pte. Shaw
will be missed from our football team next
season.
Our ranks have, however, on the other hand,
been swelled by the arrival of the " Lord Mayor
of Dungarvan " (in the shape of Sgt. Barton)
who has been posted to us from " C " Company.
We wish Sgt. Holewell and Pte. Foster the
best of luck on transfer to the Army reserve ;
. we may yet perhaps have the pleasure of
" Gollywog's " assistance some day.
Having received no news from our detach
ments we take it for granted that they are
still going strong and upholding the reputation
of the Company.
We have so few thrilling events to record
this month, that perhaps in our next issue
"Waxy" will give us an account of his daily
" slug stalks" round the cabbages; it may
at any rate prove as exciting as the alternative
suggested in the publication of the chronicles
of " Pullthrough."
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Now that the boxing season has begun, if
we are to make up for last year's dissappoint
ment (when " D " Company lost by one point
chiefly through not entering a full team), it
is time that .enthusiastic beginners began to
step forward and learn the noble art of self
defence. Sgt. Real, Ptes. Lewis, Shaw and
others of our last year's team still remain, but
our boxing expert is both ready and anxious
to have his nose shattered by any promising
beginner who will make his acquaintance in
the gym any night at 6 o'clock.

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES
1st BATTALION.

Our attention is once more being directed
to indoor amusements, now the dark and long
evenings have returned. Consequently this
issue and future issues will chiefly embrace
such items as Miniature range competitions,
Billiard contests and social evenings.
At a shooting match on October 4th, 1920,
held in the Miniature range, we managed to
beat the Officers by 65 points, the individual
scores being as follows :—
Lieut. Stemp
17 R.Q.M.S. Martin
48
Lieut. Tuke
50
5 Sergt. Mullen
Lieut. Reay
29 R.S.M. Martin
44
2/Lieut. Cass
66 Sergt. Truby
4i
2/Lieut. Allom
54 Q.M.S. Evans
43
Capt. Allen
25
39 Sergt. Jones
Lieut. Keble
16 C.S.M. Verlander
52
Capt. and Adjt.
Thomson
52
64 Sergt. Denny
290

355

A six a side billiard match was arranged with
the Corporals in which we won by 191 points.
Scores being :—
Sergt. Denny
100 L/Cpl. Meakin
61
C.Q.M.S.
Croucher
100 L/Cpl. Gomm
56
RS.M. Martin
100 Cpl. Wickham
60
Sergt. Truby
100 Cpl. Collier
73
R.Q.M.S. Martin 100 L/Cpl. Batson
57
100
C.S.M. Follett
98 Cpl. Edwards
598

407

In this match Cpl. Edwards made the highest
break viz., 14.
So far with regard to billiard matches we
have never been beaten on our own ground since
the Battalion has reformed. Perhaps the
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Officers would like to try and break this record.
Would they venture to accept this challenge.
The renewal of the weekly social evenings
are very welcome, and it is pleasing to note
that we have arranged for two a week now
comprising a concert on Mondays and a practice
dance on Thursdays.
The first concert was held on 25th October,
1920 and it was a most successful entertain
ment, being held in conjunction with the billiard
match with the R.F.A. The Jazz band came
to the front once again and Sgts. Mullen, Emery,
Wilson, Pattenden, and C.Q.M.S. Manning
each gave a song. Not forgetting Mrs. Curtis
whose feminine talent added to the evening,
thus putting the finishing touches upon it.
Without doubt there is much talent available,
which still requires a little more coaxing and
organizing.
SCIMS.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it possible for Mick to arrange whistling
lessons. We should all like to learn this art.
*
*
*
How did Syd get done for a drink ?
Will he ever make another attempt to stop
the pianoforte learner.
*

*

*

Who was the Sergeant who asked for his
rod ?
*

*

*

When is Gibbo getting his spurs ?
*
*
*
Does Mandy still have his morning dip ?
<>»

2nd BATTALION NOTES AND
 NEWS.
The Battalion regrets that there was no
letter last month, but the correspondent was
on leave in Ceylon studying tea and rubber
planting. He heard of four exBuff officers
in the island, Capt. C. E. Hamilton, Lieut.
P. H. Greig and the two brothers Barber.
Army Mule No. 86 has completely recovered
and is ready to fraternise with the Editor in
the Barber's chair or anywhere else he likes.
All our detachments are now back in Multan
where the weather is very pleasant after the
great heat in the summer.

Brig.General A. J. Poole has taken over
the command at Multan.
Education, which is now an integral part of
the soldier's training, has recently commenced
as every officer and man knows, and no doubt
some hidden talent with the pen will be un
earthed.
Lieut. Knight who is at present A.D.C. to
the CommanderinChief, General Monro, our
old Brigadier of Dublin days, paid the Battalion
a visit. He hopes to join permanently before
long.
" C" Company is firing their musketry
course and although there is no wind or rain,
frequent complaints are heard about the sun.
Sgt. Deeks and Tiny have taken over the
duties of Mess Sergeant and Provost Sergeant
respectively.
Lieut.Col. H. A. Thewles has been granted
six months leave in England.
"<>

MUSSOORIE BOXING
TOURNAMENT.
On September 9th, 1920, the Regimental
Boxing Team took part in a boxing tournament
open to all India, held at Mussoorie. Out of
'the twentyeight teams that entered, the Regi
ment gained third place and won the Mompassa
Challenge Cup for the third best unit.
Lce.Cpl. Beal " B " Company, who won the
featherweight championship at Poona last
year again won his weight. Lce.Cpl. Martin
(Band, " D " Company) was the runnerup in
the welterweights and Lce.Cpl. List on " A "
Company got into the semifinal of the light
weights.
The team was in charge of Lieut. D. H.
HamillStewart and was composed of—
Lce.Cpl. Brown... Second.
Pte. Fowles
j>FlyWeights.
Pte. Parker
Pte. Smith
Pte. Sheean
Bantams.
Pte. Adams
Lce.Cpl. Windsor
Lce.Cpl. Beal ...
FeatherWeights.
--JL
LAJLV/A V T
C
Cpl. List on
'' LightWeights.
Pte. Cloke

J
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Lce.Cpl. Martin
Lce.Cpl. Cardoza > Welters.
Pte. Prince
...J
Pte. Murphy ... MiddleWeight.
The results were as follows :—
FlyWeights, ist Series.—Pte. Fowles and
Pte. Parker—byes.'
FlyWeights, 2nd Series.—Pte. Thorstone,
(Lancashire Fusiliers) beat Pte. Fowles (The
Buffs) on points.
Cpl. Standing (Royal Fusiliers) beat Parker
(The Buffs) on points, after a very close fight.
BantamWeights, ist Series.—Lce.Cpl. Wind
sor (The Buffs) beat Lce.Cpl. Gallager (9th
M.G.C.)
BantamWeights, 2nd Series.—Bandsman
Merrite (Black Watch) k.o. Pte. Sheean (The
Buffs) in the second round.
Cpl. Pritchard (21st Lancers) beat Pte.
Adams (The Buffs)
Pte. Smith (The Buffs) beat Pte. Bast on
(9th M.G. Squad.).
Lce.Cpl. Barry (Royal Irish) k. o. Lce.Cpl.
Windsor (The Buffs) in first round.
BantamWeights, 3rd Series.—Pte. Smith (The
Buffs) beat Lce.Cpl. Veitch (K.R R.) on points.
BantamWeights, 4th Series.—Lce.Cpl. Barry
(Royal Irish) beat Pte. Smith (The Buffs)
in a very close fight.
FeatherWeights, ist Series.—Lce.Cpl. Beal—
bye.
FeatherWeights, 2nd Series.—Lce.Cpl. Beal
(The Buffs) beat Pte. Bridge wood (Leicester
Regiment), the fight being stopped in the
second round.
FeatherWeights, 3rd Series.—Lce.Cpl. Beal
(The Buffs) beat Pte. Cawthorne (West Yorks) ;
fight stopped in the second round.
FeatherWeights, 4th Series.—Lce.Cpl. Beal
(The Buffs) beat Pte. Grantham (Northants);
fight stopped in second round.
FeatherWeights, SemiFinal.—Lce.Cpl. Beal
(The Buffs) beat Pte. Browning (Northants) ;
fight stopped in second round.
FeatherWeights, Final.—Lce.Cpl. Beal (The
Buffs) beat Lce.Cpl. Lynn (Seaforth High
landers) on points after a very hard fight.
LightWeights, ist Series.—Cpl. Liston and
Pte. Cloke—byes.
LightWeights, 2nd Series.—Lce.Cpl. O'Dell
(K.R.R.) beat Pte. Cloke (The Buffs).
Cpl. Liston (The Buffs) beat Lce.Cpl. Joyce.
LightWeights, 3rd Series.—Pte. Merfey,
(Leieesters) scratched to Cpl. Liston (The
Buffs).
LightWeights, 4th Series.—Cpl. Liston (The
Buffs) beat Sgt. Murphy (West Yorks). This
was a very hard fight, and an extra round was
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given by the referee. Sgt. Murphy was dis
qualified.
LightWeights, SemiFinal.—Rifleman Eyles
(K.R.R.) beat Cpl. Liston (The Buffs) in a very
close fight.
WelterWeights, ist Series.—Lce.Cpl. Cardoza
(The Buffs) k. o. Pte. Widdows (Leieesters)
in the first round.
Lce.Cpl. Martin (The Buffs) k. o. Pte. Bull
(21st Lancers) in the second round.
Pte. Prince (The Buffs) beat Cpl. Bunyon
(3rd M.G.C.) on points.
WelterWeights, 2nd Series.—Lce.Cpl. Martin
(The Buffs) k. o. Lce.Cpl. Cardoza (The Buffs)
in the second round.
Pte. Prince (The Buffs) beat Lce.Cpl. Brady
(3rd M.G.C.) on points.
WelterWeights, 3rd Series—Lce.Cpl. Martin
(The Buffs) beat Cpl. Owens (Lancashire Fus.).
Owens was k. o. in first round.
Pte. Prince (The Buffs) beat
(M.G.C.)
WelterWeight, 4th Series.—Pte. Prince (The
Buffs) scratched to Lce.Cpl. Martin (The Buffs)
on medical grounds.
WelterWeights, SemiFinal.—Lce.Cpl. Mar
tin (The Buffs) k. o. Pte. Price (The Queen's)
in the third round.
WelterWeights, Final.—Pte. Harrison (Black
Watch) beat Lce.Cpl. Martin (The Buffs) in a
very hard and close fight.
MiddleWeight, ist Series.—Lce.Cpl. Stall
wood (West Yorks) beat Pte. Murphy (The
Buffs) on points.
First Three Units.—K.R.R. ist, Black Watch
2nd, The Buffs 3rd.

THE DALHOUSIE BOXING
TOURNAMENT.
After returning from Mussoorie the Regi
mental Boxing team entered for the Dalhousie
station Boxing Tournament against the Lan
cashire Fusiliers, The Welch Regt. and the
R.G.A.
The team was composed of :—
Lce.Cpl. Brown ... Second.
Pte. Sheean
... Bantams.
Lce.Cpl. Beal
... Feathers.
Cpl. Liston
... J T  YX
Lce.Cpl. Martin ... j ^ S*
Pte. Murphy
\Welters.
Lce.Cpl. Cardoza...J
The Regiment won every weight in the
tournament.
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The results were as follows :—
Bantams, ist Series.—Pte. Sheean (The
Buffs)—bye.
Bantams, 2nd Series.—Pte. Bardsley (Lancs.
Fus.) scratched to Pte. Sheean (The Buffs).
Bantams, Final.—Pte. Sheean (The Buffs)
k. o. Pte. Shaw. (Lancs. Fus.) in the first round.
FeatherWeight, ist Series.—Lce.Cpl. Beal
(The Buffs) beat Pte. Taylor (Lancs. Fus.) in
the second round.
FeatherWeights, SemiFinal.—Lce.Cpl. Beal
(The Buffs) beat Pte. Sugrue (Welch Regt.)
who was disqualified in the third round.
FeatherWeights, Final.—Pte. Jones scratched
to Lce.Cpl. Beal (The Buffs).
LightWeights, ist Series.—Cpl. Liston (The
Buffs) beat Pte. Cahill (Welch Regt.) in an
even fight. Lce.Cpl. Beal—bye.
LightWeights, SemiFinal.—Cpl. Liston (The
Buffs) beat Lce.Cpl Jones (Welch Regt.).
Lce.Cpl. Beal, beat Bomdr. Smith (R.G.A.),
the fight being stopped in the second round.
LightWeights, Final.—Cpl. Liston (The Buffs)
scratched to Lce.Cpl. Beal (The Buffs).
WelterWeights, ist Series.—Lce.Cpl. Martin
(The Buffs) k. o. Lce.Cpl. Cardoza (The Buffs)
in the first round.
Pte. Murphy (The Buffs) beat Pte. Owens
(Lancs. Fus.) in points after a very good fight.
WelterWeights, SemiFinal.—Pte. Boxall
(Welch Regt.) beat Pte. Murphy (The Buffs)
on points.
Pte. Parker (Lancs. Fus.) scratched to
Lce.Cpl. Martin (The Buffs).
Lce.Cpl. Martin, (The Buffs) beat Pte.
Boxall (Welch Regt.) on points.
In a six round contest Bomdr. Riley (R.G.A.)
beat Pte. Murphy (The Buffs). Murphy put
up a very plucky fight and was awarded a
silver medal.
Results.—BantamWeight, Pte. Sheean, The
Buffs; FeatherWeight, Lce.Cpl. Beal, The
Buffs ; LightWeight, Lce.Cpl. Beal, The Buffs;
WelterWeight, Lce.Cpl. Martin, The Buffs.

A marriage was solemnised at the Cathedral,
Bombay, on the 14th August, 1920, between
Mr. A. G. C. Stainforth and Miss Hope Glover.
The bride arrived from England on the 10th
by the s.s. "City of London/"and four busy
days were spent rushing round Bombay pre
paring for the great event.
It is said that Mr. Chester, who was best
man, spent most of his time interviewing
parsons and resting at the Yacht Club in the
intervals.

It was rather interesting to find that the
Rev. Canon Hatchell, who conducted the
service, knew the ist Battalion at Aden in
1904 and was with them in the Hinterland.
He inquired about everyone who was there.
The wedding was arranged to take place at
11.30 a.m., and the bridegroom and his best
man arrived at the Cathedral at 11.20 a.m.,
while the bride arrived punctually at half past
with Mr. G. H. Stainforth, brother of the
bridegroom who gave her away.
She looked charming in a dress, which the
writer, being a mere man, is totally unable to
describe.
At the conclusion of the service the newly
married couple left the Cathedral to the well
known strains of the Wedding March.
Later the party were to be seen lunching at
the Yacht Club prior to the departure of Mr.
and Mrs. Stainforth by the Bombay Mail for
Pindi, en route for Kashmir, to spend their
honeymoon.

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.
2nd BATTALION.

During the last couple of months, on account
of many of the members being away on different
duties, etc., in the hills, no social functions
have been held in the Mess. Now that summer
is over and we have gathered together once
more we have made a start, and a good one
too, to keep the traditions of the Mess up to
par.
We commenced by playing the Sergeants
of the 10th and nth Batteries, R.G.A. at
football, and after a very strenuous game
won. by 3—2.
The Mess has been moved from the old
building to a better and more central one, and
the improvement and comfort is much appre
ciated. We hold our first function on Saturday
next, 30th inst, a Whist drive and Dance,
and instead of employing the Band have re
quested the Sgt. Drummer to furnish the music.
At Dagshai, where the drummers were on
detachment during the hot weather, a dance
was held every week and the drums were
absolutely "it" for the job, so we're trying
them here.
We are holding ourselves in readiness for a
quick move to Mespot; and expect that the
middle of November will see us on the way.
G.F.H.

II
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HOCKEY.
2nd BATTALION.

During the hot weather very few matches
were played. In July we had a game against
the R.G.A. and defeated them 12—i. The
cold weather season opened the beginning of
October, and the following matches have been
played.—
58th Rifles, on their own ground. We were
beaten 2—1.
58th Rifles return game on their ground,
result, 3—2 in our favour.
2/30th Punjabis on their ground, result, 2—1
in our favour.
October 17th against a combined team of
2/30th Punjabis and 58th Rifles. Result 2 all.
This is the best game we have had. The follow
ing represented the Battalion :—Capt. and Adjt.,
G. R. Howe ; Capt. N. D. Rice ; Lieut! T. N.
Penlington; Lieut. S. Cartwright; Lieut.
N. E. Hoare ; Cpl. Pack; Pte. Ward ; Dmr.
Stephens ; Pte. Lee.; Pte. Goldsack ; Lce.Cpl.
Marshall.
There is a hockey league for regimental
teams starting on the ist November, in which
we ought to do fairly well.

*<S>
"C" COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
2nd BATTALION.

After spending the greater part of the last
six months in various hill stations, we have
again returned to Multan.
The majority of the Company spent their
summer at Dalhousie, this being the hill station
for Multan. Others however, were able to go
to Dagshai, which is situated in the Simla
Hills. An account of the wonderful doings
of the Dagshai detachment has already been
published.
Furloughs also have been numerous during
the hot season, so we have no regrets at settling
dbwn for the winter. But what is this we
hear ? Mesopotamia ! Rumour says that this
is to be our next station ; but we must once
again obey the voice of Mr. Asquith, and,
" Wait and see." Meanwhile we carry on as
all good soldiers should.
We sympathise " warmly " with those who
were forced to remain in Multan during the

summer. Years ago this station was known
as the " Bakehouse " to all the troops in India.
We are now preparing for the Regimental
Sports, and every evening the whole Company
can be found indulging in all manner of weird
practices.
Last year we tied with " A " Company for
the Harris Shield. This year " A " Company
will have to " pull their socks up " if they
desire to be the holders of that most coveted
trophy.
An interplatoon boxing competition for
novices has just been completed. The honours
rested with the Drums, the Band being second.
Third on the list came No. 10 Platoon, and
once again " C " Company shines.
At the present time we are engaged in firing
our annual musketry course. Daily we trek
the mile and a half to the range to expend some
more S.A.A.
Listening at the Company Office door, we
hear weird mutterings :—" One, two, six, eight,
nought, seven, nine." No! Don't get the
wind up. It is only the C.Q.M.S. substituting
the new Army number for the old Regimental
numbers.
Congratulations to ColourSergeant Sayer
on being presented with a third son.
We regret to announce the death of Pte.
Giles at Deolali. He was one of the members
of the last draft from the ist Battalion, but
was fated never to reach the 2nd Battalion.
By the embarkation of Cpl. Stonebridge
to United Kingdom we have lost a valuable
footballer. We wish him luck on joining his
new Battalion.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What the Adjutant said to the Subaltern
who dismissed Staff Parade with their bayonets
fixed ?
*

*

*

How did a C.S.M. come to break his false
teeth ?
*

*

*

What the schoolmaster did to the drummer
who asked him " How many telegrams make
a cablegram " ?
*

*

*

What was the name of the lancecorporal
who told his platoon to "clear the range"
instead of " declare * their aim " ?
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AMBUSHED.
On the 26th of November, 1920, an escort
of the ist Battalion was returning to Fermoy
from Kildorrery, in command of Major Groves
Raines and Lieut. Milton. The major portion
of the escort under Lieut. Milton, was leading
in a Crossley car, followed by a box Ford con
taining Major GrovesRaines, Lce.Cpl. Meakin,
Lce.Cpl. Wright and Bandsman Cale. About
6 p.m. the party having left Glanworth village
about one mile behind, heavy fire was opened
on the Crossley car in front, killing Cpl. Hall
and Bandsman Gammon, and wounding Ptes.
Wyles, Young and Mathews, the swerve of the
car throwing Lieut. Milton out of the car, which
ran over him. Major Raines and his party
who were about sixty yards behind, got out
and lined each side of the road and opened
fire on the attackers, who were making off in
the direction of Glan worth. The Crossley
car in the meanwhile, thanks to the coolness
of Driver Jones, R.A.S.C., managed to keep
the road and finding all but three of the occu
pants killed or wounded droYe straight through
to Fermoy. A party of the attackers im
mediately surrounded Lieut. Milton and robbed
him of his note book and Burberry, but hearing
the firing of Major Raines's party below them
hurriedly left and apparently joined the re
mainder in precipitous flight, as no further
attack was made by them, and the Ford .car,
which had been left on the road was found
two hours afterwards intact. Major Raines's
party, after remaining on the scene for about
twenty minutes, withdrew towards Fermoy,
meeting an armoured car and relief under
Captain Allen. This relief was soon on the
scene erf the attack but saw no signs of the
gallant ! ! ! ! ambush. On searching round
field dressings and some empty cases were all
that could be found. On visiting Glan worth
village, it was found to be entirely denuded
of the male population, who no doubt were
hiding themselves away in the fields overcome
by terror. It was later learned that two of
the attackers were wounded.
<>

FAMOUS REGIMENTS OF
THE GREAT WAR.
To the Editor of " The Evening News."
Sir,—I unfortunately overlooked Mr. Hodg
kin's letter in your issue of the 9th inst., which
has only today been brought to my notice. I

must thank him for telling me of the metrical
narrative of Marlborough's wars by a soldier
of the Scots Brigade, of which I am bound to
say that I was ignorant ; but I must point
out that his letter is irrelevant to my purpose,
for the Scots Brigade was not then, nor for
more than a century later, a part of the British
Army.
In 1665, upon the outbreak of war between
Britain and the United Provinces, the British
regiments in the Dutch service were called
upon to choose between allegiance to their
native land or to the land of their adoption.
The English regiment was staunch for England,
and was sent dbout its business. It was received
into" the British Line as the 3rd Regiment, and
is still honoured among us as the Buffs.
The Scots professed themselves ready to
invade Britain if called upon, and remained
in Holland until 1794, when, upon the French
occupation of the United Provinces, they were
thankful to enter the British service as the
94th Foot. As such they did good service in
India and in the Peninsula, but were disbanded
after Waterloo, and have perished utterly.
This was the Nemesis of their disloyalty in
1665 ; and I for my part do not regret their
extinction.
J. W. FORTESCUE.

DEPOT NOTES AND NEWS.
Football at the Depot is now in full swing.
Five matches have been played, three of which
have been won, 1 drawn and 1 lost.
We have a fairly strong team at present, a
special shining light being Cpl. Sidwell of the
Draft, who has scored 7 of the 15 goals.
A very exciting and clean game took place
on Saturday, 16th October, 1920. The Depot
Team journeyed to Heme Bay and played the
Heme Bay Coasters' F.C.
For the first 15 minutes the Coasters had
control of the game, and opened the scoring.
This goal seemed to inspire the Depot Team,
and from that moment until the end of the
game the Depot held their own. Cpl. Sidwell
equalized from a penalty a few minutes before
half time. On resumption the Depot broke
away and bombarded the homesters' goal but
failed to score.
The winning goal was a gift; Sgt. Maillard
shot between a crown of players and the ball
rolled very slowly into the corner of the net.
The homesters then tried to equalize and had
extremely bad luck in not doing so. Dmr.
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Collier was certainly responsible for this, by
effecting many fine saves. Two minutes from
the finish the homesters broke away and the
ball was finely placed in the centre from the
right wing and the homesters centre forward
headed the ball towards the far corner of the
net, but Dmr. Collier judged the ball nicely
and made a wonderful save. The whistle then
sounded for time and the Depot returned the
victors by 2 goals to one. The following is
the summary of matches played to date.
30th September, 1920, Waverley F.C. Depot
lost 0—5.
7th October, 1920, Cavalry Records. Depot
won 5—2.
9th October, 1920, Chartham Mental Hos
pital. Draw 2—2.
13th October, 1920, St. Edmunds College.
Depot won 6—1.
16th October, 1920, Heme Bay Coasters.
Depot won 2—1.
Goal Scorers.—Cpl. Sidwell, 7 ; Pte. Cranmer,
3 ; Sgt. Maillard, 2; Lce.Cpl. Smith, 1; Pte.
Drumgold, 1 ; Pte. Ericksen, 1.

FAREWELL CONCERT TO
R.A.P.C., CANTERBURY.
A most enjoyable evening was spent on
Tuesday, 12th October, when the Depot, The
Buffs, entertained the N.C.Os. and men of the
R.A.P.C., Canterbury, to a concert in the Drill
Hall, prior to their departure for India or
Mesopotamia. A/R.S.M. Piggott presided over
a large and appreciative audience which in
cluded Major Crookenden, D.S.O. and Lieut.
Maiden.
Songs were rendered by Miss Patterson,
Miss Vera Rowntree and Miss Collins, Capt.
Flew, O.B.E., R.A.P.C. sang in his usual con
fident way to the envy of any " Three Jolly
Tars." C.S.M. Jenkins gave a fine rendering
of " The Trumpeter," and Mr. Hook gave one
of his dialogues for which he is famous. Encores
were the order of the evening and the artistes
kindly obliged.
Mrs. Robinson, who gave two pianoforte
solos in splendid style, and S./Sergt. Dore,
R.A.P.C., were the accompanists; while the
Band, under the capable direction of Sergt.
Dmr. Clayton, played suitable selections during
the evening.
Sergt. J. Anderson Fraser, R.A.P.C., in charge
of the drafts, thanked The Buffs for their
hospitality and the kindly thoughts that had
prompted them to give the farewell concert.

He appreciated the presence of the Officers of
The Buffs, which showed that they took a
personal interest in the R.A.P.C., the thanks
of which was due to all the officers, N.C.Os.,
and men of The Buffs for the friendly spirit
which had predominated during the stay of the
Corps in the barracks.
The R.A.P.C., which was a comparatively
young Corps, were honoured by being attached
to such a splendid and honoured regiment as
The Buffs, whose history dated back to 1572.
In conclusion, Sergt. Fraser expressed his
sorrow in leaving Canterbury, but in going
abroad they would carry with them many happy
memories of their stay, and the spirit and
friendship which had sprung up between The
Buffs and the R.A.P.C., and hoped that those
staying behind would foster that friendship and
instil it into the future recruits of the R.A.P.C.
The following is the concert programme :—
Selection, " Bheep," Band; song, " The
Trumpeter," C.S.M. Jenkins ; song, " Paradise
for Two," and encore, " The Only Way," Miss
Patterson ; pianoforte solo, " Bohemian Girl,"
Mrs. Robinson ; song, " Until," and encore,
" It's Quiet Down Here," Miss Rowntree ; few
tales by Mr. Hook ; song, " Three for Jack," and
encore, " An Interlude," Capt. Flew ; R.A.P.C.,
foxtrot, " Dardanella," Band ; song, " Love
such a Little Gift of Roses," Miss Collins ; song,
" Friend o' Mine," C.S.M. Jenkins ; pianoforte
solo, selected, Mrs. Robinson ; song, " Two Eyes
of Grey," Miss Patterson ; song, " Comrade o'
Mine," Miss Rowntree; selection, " Merry
makers," Band ; " God Save the King."

<>
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SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.
DEPOT.

A smoking concert was held in the Sergeants'
Mess on September 26th to bid farewell to our
old and esteemed friend C.S.M. Ashby on
leaving the service, having completed 21 years
with the colours. A most enjoyable evening
was spent, and a wellassorted programme of
music was rendered by the Mess " vocalists "
and visitors, among whom were Mr. Vernon
Harriss, Mr. Luscock (both of the Cathedral
choir), Mr. Upton, Mr. Collier, and several
others too numerous to mention.
Among the officers present were Major
Crookenden, D.S.O., Major and Q.M. Foster,
Capt. Strettell, and Lieut. Maiden. C.S.M.
Ashby said a few words in bidding the Regiment
farewell, to which Major Crookenden, D.S.O.,
ably responded. Then five
minutes' " old
buck " warmed the evening up, and everyone
settled down to an enjoyable time. The
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concert concluded about 11.45 p.m. Inter
viewed by our special correspondent the follow
ing morning, " Charlie " said " It must have
been a fine night, but pretty dark."
TACET.

HOCKEY.
DEPOT.

Up to date, in addition to a few practice
games, we have only played one match—against
the M.G.C. Depot, Shorncliffe. This match was
played at Shorncliffe on Wednesday, October
6th, and resulted in a draw, each side scoring
two goals. Our goals were obtained by Dmr.
Collier and Lce.Cpl. Smith.
The Depot were leading at halftime 1—o,
the goal being scored by Dmr. Collier. During
this half the Depot did most of the attacking.
In the second half the M.G.C., whose play in the
first half was very ragged, played together much
better and scored two goals. However, about
ten minutes before time Lce.Cpl. Smith scored
another goal for the Depot.
The Shorncliffe ground was a perfect one, and
the game proved to be a very fast one. Both
sides were in want of practice. . For the Depot,
Sergt.Dmr. Clayton at centrehalf and Dmr.
Collier at centreforward were the most con
spicuous.
The Depot have the makings of a very useful
team, and hope to have a very successful
season.
The following played for the Depot v. M.G.C.
Depot:—
Sergt. Sidwell; Lieut. J. R. Willows, Pte.
Wellard ; Cpl. Corrigan, Sergt.Dmr. Clayton,
Sergt. Taylor; Pte. Drumgold, Lieut. R. M.
Webster, Dmr. Collier, Lce.Cpl. Smith, C.S.M.
Coochman.
Referee : Lce.Cpl. Woods.
<>
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DEPOT GAZETTE.
BIRTHS.
C.S.M. J. Bones, M.M.—Daughter, Alice Helen, on
October 15th, 1920.
6279100 Pte. E. Drumgold—Twins, daughters, Lilian
Edith and Violet Jessie, October 4th, 1920.
Sergt. R. Legge—Son, Ross Pearson, on October 2nd,
1920.
MARRIAGES.
Sergt. E. Brooker—Married at Canterbury on July 26th,
. 1920.
Sergt. J. Morgan, M.M.—Married at St. Thomas's
Church, Canterbury, on September 23rd, 1920.
6279487 Pte. H. Robinson—Married at Wattrelos,
France, on August 16th, 1920.

DEATHS.
Nil.
ARRIVAL.
Joined the Depot for duty from ist Battalion on
October 8th, 1920 : C.Q.M.S. G. Bridgeland.
DEPARTURES.
Discharged to pension on September 17th, 1920 :
C.S.M. C. Ashby.
Proceeded on leave pending discharge to pension
on October ist, 1920 : R.S.M. T. Holloway.
Discharged to pension on August 9th, 1920 : C.Q.M.S.
G. Hale.
Discharged to pension on October 3rd, 1920 :
Sergt.Dmr. Staples.
APPOINTMENT.
Appointed Acting Regimental SergeantMajor
(October ist, 19.20), C.S.M. S. Pigott vice Holloway, on
furlough pending discharge.
EDUCATIONAL CERTIFICATES.
The following N.C.Os. and men were awarded 2nd
Class Certificates of Education on July 9th, 1920 :—
13151 C.Q.M.S. P. Ransley, 11593 Cpl. J. Baker,
13195 Cpl. F. Sands, 13189 Lce.Cpl. H. Neve, 11831
Lce.Cpl. Crump, *12886 Pte. W. Brown, *12888 Pte.
G. Allridge, *13046 Pte. F. Jenden, 13103 Pte. J. Ham '
mond, 13118 Pte. F. McLaren, 13223 Pte. L. Ray.
The undermentioned N.C.Os. and men were awarded
3rd Class Certificates of Education on the same date
11797 Sergt. J. Marshall, 10470 Lce.Cpl. E. Torre,
13045 Pte. A. Wood, 13069 Pte. R. Baker, 13070 Pte.
C. Bench, 13083 Pte. H. Groves, 13132 Pte. A. Bidwell,
13107 Pte. W. Elliott, 13119 Pte. A. Belcher, 13136 Pte.
W. Fuller, 13139 Pte. R. Weller, 13140 Pte. W. Lower,
13225 Pte. W. Longhurst, 13237 Pte. W. Palmer,
*12876 Pte. E. Woods, *12877 ^e. W. Hayward,
*12882 Pte. W. Axten, *13044 Pte. W. Foster.
(Those men marked with an asterisk before their
name have joined the ist Battalion subsequent to
the examination.)
The undernamed were granted Certificates of Educa
tion as shown against their names on September 17th,
1920 :—
6279798 Lce.Cpl. A. Birch, 2nd Class ; 6279105 Pte.
H. Silk, 3rd Class ; 6279721 Pte. R. Deveson, 3rd Class ;
6278532 Pte. J. Fletcher, 3rd Class ; 6278533 Pte. E.
Freelove, 3rd Class ; 6280320 Dmr. C. Collier, 3rd
Class ; 6279023 Lce.Cpl. J. Welch, 3rd Class ; 6278933
Pte. R. Butler, 3rd Class ; 6280210 Pte. J. Gillam, 3rd
Class ; 6280229 Pte. A. Howick, 3rd Class ; 6280371
Pte. W. Freedman, 3rd Class ; 6279104 Pte. C. Norman,
3rd Class.
Ptes. Freedman and Norman have since been posted
to the ist Battalion.
INSPECTION BY G.O.C.
BrigadierGeneral N. W. Haig, C.B., C.M.G., General
Officer Commanding Canterbury SubArea, made his
ann^gl inspection of the Depot on September 21st,
9

EDUCATIONAL APPOINTMENTS.

Lieut. S. J. F. Maiden has been appointed Officer i/c
Education ; and C.S.M. Couchman W.O. i/c Education
of the Depot.
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the British garrison into the defences. The
Battalion was ordered to Aden in July, 1915,
and shortly after arrival took up a portion
(<Cuttings from the " Kentish Gazette and
of the frontline trenches beyond Sheik Othman,
Canterbury Press.")
and for the first time came under fire.
In September, 1915, the Battalion captured
Wadth, in Arabia, after a very trying march
KENT TERRITORIALS.
across the desert in the heat, losing a number
of men killed and dying of heatstroke. Christ
THE BUFFS ON ACTIVE SERVICE.
mas Day, 1915, found them in the trenches,
THE 4TH BATTALION.
the monotony being relieved by a number of
The 4th Battalion of The Buffs (East Kent brushes with the enemy, culminating in a stiff
Regiment) proceeded to the annual camp at day about the middle of January, 1916, when
Longmoor on 26th July, 1914, and two days they were shelled from 8 a.m. to dusk by the
afterwards Special Service Sections were Turks.
. mobilised and sent to guard the wireless stations
In February, 1916, the Battalion returned
in Thanet. They were about the first troops to India, and was stationed at Bareilly, in
in England actually mobilised for the Great the United Provinces. While at this station
War.
the Battalion sent detachments to the N.W.
On the 4th and 5th August the Battalion Frontier, and about 500 officers and men to
was completely mobilised at Dover and the 5th Battalion in Mesopotamia.
stationed at the New Connaught Barracks,
In 1916 the 4th Battalion proceeded to
northwest of the Castle, to prepare the defences Multan, and in May, 1919, owing to the Punjab
of Dover and hold the line until the Special disturbances, had detachments at Lahore,
Reserve could be called up to take their place. Ferozepore, Umbala, Multan, and a number
A few days after the Kent Infantry Brigade of places on the railway line. In August
marched to Canterbury, and were billeted about half the Battalion proceeded on service
there, " B " Headquarters and six companies for the Afghan War.
at the Council Schools. Lieut.Col. Gosling,
At the end of October the Battalion em
Commanding, called for volunteers for service barked for home on the s.s. " Nevasa," and
in France or abroad, and nearly the whole landed at Devonport in November, 1919,
Battalion promptly volunteered to serve any completing over five years overseas.
where.
The 2/4th and 3/4th Battalions were formed
Towards the end of August, 1914, when the after the departure of the fine 4th Battalion.
Germans were devastating Belgium, and there A great number of officers and men of all the
were grave probabilities of a raid on the coast, Battalions fought on all the fronts—India,
the 4th Battalion was suddenly ordered to Mesopotamia, Arabia, Palestine, Gallipoli, Salo
Thanet. Recruits flocked in from East Kent nica, Italy and France.
(44 students from Wye College joined in one
The long Rolls of Honour in nearly ev6ry
day), until the Battalion was nearly 1,300 town and village of East Kent contain their
strong. The training was carried on under names. It can be seen by a study of this
difficult conditions and a great deal of dis splendid record how well the men of Kent
comfort, but the cheerful willingness to learn upheld the previous glorious traditions of the
made things easy, so that by the middle of Buffs, which is one of the oldest corps in the
October a very fine Battalion was ready to British Service.
be sent wherever required.
The General Officers under which they
Just before the end of October, 1914, the served have time after time brought the Bat
Battalion and part of the Home Counties talions of the 4th Buffs to notice.
The following letter was sent by the Com
Division was ordered to India, to enable the
Regulars to be moved from India to France, manderinChief in India, General Sir C. C.
and they sailed on the H.T. " Dongola " for Monro, G.C.B., G.C.S.I., G.C.M.G., just before
the Sunny East, arriving at Bombay on 3rd the departure of the 4th Buffs from India in
December, 1914.
October, 1919 :—
The Battalion proceeded to Mhow, in the
" Officers, warrant officers, noncommissioned
Central Provinces, and settled down to hard officers and men of the 4th Battalion The Buffs
training.
(East Kent Regiment), on your departure from
In the meantime, the position in Aden India, I desire to place on record my high
became serious. The Turks had captured appreciation of your services to the Empire
the whole of the mainland and had driven during the period of the Great War.
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" Many of you, previous to the outbreak
of war, had, by joining the Territorial Force,
already given proof of that patriotism and
public spirit for which the Force has rendered
itself so conspicuous.
" On the declaration of war, your ranks
were filled by eager volunteers, animated by
the same spirit of selfsacrifice. When called
upon to undertake the further obligation of
service overseas your response was immediate
and unanimous. By so doing you set free a
large number of regular units for service in
the main theatres of war, at a time when every
trained soldier was of the greatest value.
Many of you have seen service, and by your
conduct and bearing have added to the reputa
tion of the famous Regiment whose name
you bear.
" Since the termination of active fighting
in all the theatres of war you have been sub
jected to the further stress of waiting for your
relief. That you appreciated the difficulties
which the authorities have had to face in this
respect is clear from the patience with which
you have borne this trying period.
"You are returning to your homes in Kent,
and I bid you Godspeed and a happy home
coming.
" As an old Commander of a Territorial
Division at home, I am proud to have again
been associated with you in India."
The Government of India in a long resolution
at Delhi on 31st December, 1919, said :
" The GovernorsGeneral in Council desire
to express to all ranks of the 4th Battalion
The Buffs JEast Kent Regiment) the thanks
of the Government of India for their patriotic
services, which will long be remembered and
will serve as a noble and enduring example of
good citizenship to future generations."
Down the ages from the dim past the men
of Kent have always shown a dauntless front
for liberty and freedom and kept inviolate
the land of our fathers, and Kent looks to the
rising generation to live up to and perpetuate
the glorious heritage handed on to them by
the 4th Buffs who gave their lives for us in the
Great War.
" VETERI FRONDESCIT HONORE."
»«<>

5th BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
The 5th Battalion The Buffs were in the
same division—the ist Home Counties—as the
4th. The Battalion's headquarters were at

Ashford, but upon mobilization they were
sent to Dover, afterwards to Canterbury, and
then to* Sandwich. Here they remained until
October, 1914, when they sailed for India, in
the " Corsican," under the command of Lieut.
Colonel MunnMace. It should be added that
recruiting for this Battalion was highly popular,
and a contingent from Wye College—masters
and students—formed a platoon of their own.
After a year at Kamptee, their Indian station,
spent in strenuous training and full of many
pleasant memories, they sailed in the full pride
of youth and efficiency, keen to be at the" Turk,
and help in the relief of the gallant little garrison
beleaguered at Kut, with whom were two of
their own comrades. Their baptism of fire,
a pretty stiff one, took place on 7th January,
1916. Orders had been received that the
entrenched position at SheikSaad, strongly
held by the enemy, was to be taken "at all
costs." At dawn the attack was launched,
and by evening of the 8th the position was
taken, at what cost many families in the Weald
of Kent, Romney Marsh and Ashford, alas !
know only too well. There were heavy
casualties of both officers and men.
BrigadierGeneral Rice, G.O.C., 35th Brigade,
after the battle of SheikSaad, addressed the
Battalion as follows :—
" Officers, noncommissioned officers and
men of the Weald of Kent Battalion The
Buffs. I come here now in the first place to
thank you all for the valuable assistance you
have rendered to me as your Brigade Com
mander in the field. In the, second place to
congratulate you on the honour you have
brought to yourselves as a battalion and to the
distinguished regiment to which you have the
honour to belong. There is no more distin
guished regiment in the service than The
Buffs, and no more distinguished battalion
in it now than the Weald of Kent Battalion.
No battalion, no regular battalion of seasoned
soldiers, could have done better than you have,
and I cannot tell you how much I appreciate
what you have done for me and for the forces
in Mesopotamia in general. You are a credit
to the regiment to which you belong, a credit
to the Territorial Force, a credit to your county,
a credit to your country and a credit to your
Empire. I thank you very much for what
you have done for me."
Following upon this victory, they fought
the decisive action of Wadi, and, with much
depleted ranks, an indecisive and most un
pleasant action at Hannah. Incessant rain
had turned the whole country into a quagmire,
and this of necessity caused delay ; hardships
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were many and rations meagre, but all were
cheerful and full of hope that the siege would
soon be raised.
On March 7th the Battalion crossed the
river and formed part of a force which, march
ing all night, endeavoured to outflank the
enemy. At dawn they were in front of the
Dujailah Redoubt in sight of Kut and hopes
ran high, but it was not to be. Before superior
numbers they were forced to retire, and no
one who was there will forget the 8th of March,
and the great disappointment after being so
near their goal. How near Kut came to being
relieved that day can now only be a matter
of conjecture.
At the beginning of April, with the arrival
of fresh troops, the Hannah position was taken,
and in successive successful operations the
Turk was driven back on to his strong position
at Sanniyat. The Sanniyat line, bounded on
one side by the Tigris and on the other by an
impenetrable marsh, was an immensely strong
one, and to assault it meant advancing through
a ghastly indescribable morass, and although
many assaults were launched, in which the 5th
took part, it was too difficult, and was never
taken during these series of operations. On
April the 29th the sad news came through
of the fall of Kut.
Unpleasant hot weather intervened before
serious operations recommenced. Reinforced
by strong keen drafts from the 4th Buffs, the
4th and 5th Queen's Own, and the 10th Middle
sex, and with many old faces back, the 5th
Buffs entered a period of trench warfare cul
minating in a decisive victory at Dahra Bend
on February 15th, making possible the crossing
of the river, which was effected on February
23rd. This rendered the Turkish position
untenable, and they retreated hurriedly.
Then began the march on Baghdad ; shortage
of rations was borne cheerfully, our tails were
up, and we were pressing hard on the Turk.
The Battalion crossed the river close to the
historic Ctesiphon Arch at Bawee, outflanking
the Turk, who was making a final stand along
the Dialah river.
During the night of March 10th, through a,
blinding duststorm, the enemy fought a re
tiring action, and soon after dawn the Buffs
entered the outskirts of Baghdad.
Orders came through that the Brigade was
to occupy the city, and to the 5fh Buffs fell
the honour of being the first Battalion to
march into Baghdad and to strike the old
Turkish Crescent flying over the Clock Tower
Barracks, hoisting in its place the Union Jack,
which flag was later presented to the Battalion
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and is now a trophy of which they are in
ordinately proud.
The stay in Baghdad was too short to sample
its visionary enchantments. Receiving orders
to " harass and destroy the enemy wherever
met," the 5th advanced up the. Adaim river,
driving the Turk into the hills and thus securing
their flank.
These operations proved very
trying during an exceptionally hot April and
May.
A pleasant but strenuous summer was spent
at AbuKamed, a charming spot on the Dialah
river. During the next cold weather the
Battalion took part in the operations up the
Dialah again, forcing the Turk to retire to
the inhospitable Jebal Hamrim. Here, at
Shahroban, a defensive line was dug and the
men turned their swords into ploughshares
and their thoughts to sport, achieving no little
success in football, hockey, boxing and cricket
in contests with other units. Those were
happy days, and all ranks found time pass
pleasantly; then came the Armistice, and all
with one accord longed for dear old Blighty
once more.
Our hopes of an early return home, however,
were soon shattered when we received orders
that The Buffs were to be one of the Regi
ments to be retained in Mesopotamia through
another hot season. But as before we settled
down to make " the best " of it. Our last
hot season was spent in the vicinity of Baghdad,
where our time was chiefly taken up in building
our " palaces " and looking after Turkish
prisoners, except that a few of us were detailed
to accompany Body's Column in Southern
Kurdistan, where we had the new experience,
after the plains of Iraq, of a little mountain
warfare.
In bidding " goodbye " to the battalion
on January 14th, 1919, Brigadier Clery, C.B.,
said :—" Colonel Body, officers, noncommis
sioned officers and men of ' The Buffs.' I
came here to see you on parade this morning
as I am going on ten days' leave, and I wanted
to see the Battalion and say goodbye, also
to thank all ranks for the gocd work they have
done in this country. The regiment, as we
know, was in all the fights up this side from
January, 1916, and always distinguished itself
very much. You have had in casualties alone
twelve officers and one hundred and eighteen
other ranks killed, twentysix officers and
five hundred and thirtythree other ranks
wounded. Honours that have been awarded
to you are two D.S.Os. one bar to D.S.O.,
one Albert Medal, two O.B.Es., six M.Cs.,
sixteen D.C.Ms., one M.M., eight M.S.Ms, and
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five foreign decorations, also you have had
fiftytwo mentions in dispatches. I think
this a fine record, and I am tremendously proud
of it and of you. Now, of course, many of
you are leaving military life, which from my
point of view I consider a great pity. Still,
certain things you have learnt as soldiers
must be useful to you in after life. I hope you
will all keep up your splendid esprit de corps
on going back to civil life. Never do anything
to lower the tone of your splendid regiment.
To those of you who are shortly going home
I wish them all goodbye and the best of luck,
and I hope the good work they have done out
here will do them good and that they will get
good jobs at home. I hope they will find that
they have lost nothing by serving their King
and Country."
The cadre of the Battalion—a very tiny
remnant of those who embarked in 1914—
reached home in January, 1920, in command
of Lieut.Colonel Body, D.S.O., O.B.E.
Well, maybe there were a few who hated
it out there in Mespot, some of the time, and
perhaps a few all the time, but there are many
who, with a pipe on, see pictures in the fire and
hope, with many other old faces sitting round
at future annual camps, to have a " Bubble
up " and a chat over old times.
THE FIRST UNION JACK RAISED IN
BAGHDAD.
DEPOSITED BY 5TH BUFFS IN CANTERBURY
CATHEDRAL.

In the presence of a large number of people
assembled in the "Nave of Canterbury Cathedral
on Wednesday afternoon, the Union Jack
which was raised by the 5th (Weald of Kent)
Battalion The Buffs was accepted by the
Dean and Chapter for safe custody. This was
actually the first British flag to be hoisted in
the City of Baghdad. The Colour Party and
escort included some 45 officers and men in
uniform. Among the officers were Colonel
Body, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., Major and Adju
tant Birley, D.S.O., Major C. J. Fisher, D.S.O.,
O.B.E., Captain G. K. Harrison, Croix de
Guerre (the officer who hoisted the flag in
Baghdad), Capt. H. Massie Blomfield, Capt.
E. P. Burns, Capt. Hawkins, M.C., Capt. A. E.
Lloyd Hardcastle, Capt. Cheesman, and Lieut.
Alexander. The Colour Party was met at the
East Station by the band of The Buffs'
Depot, and in the march to the Cathedral many
old 5th Buffs men who took part in the
Mesopotamia campaign swelled the numbers
" on parade." Among the Cathedral con

gregation were Colonel Lord Goschen (who
commanded the 2/5th Battalion of The
Buffs) and Lady Goschen, Major Crookendeffi,
D.S.O. (commanding The Buffs' Depot at
Canterbury), and Mrs. Crookenden, Major Gould,
and an assistant master representing the head
master of Tonbridge School, of which Colonel
Bcdy was a distinguished Old Boy.
The Colour Party entered the Nave to the
strains of The Buffs' stirring regimental
march. At the foot of the Nave steps awaiting
them were the Dean, the Archdeacon of Maid
stone (Canon Spooner), the Archdeacon of
Canterbury (Canon WhiteThomson), Honorary
Canon Venn, the„ Precentor (Minor Canon
Helmore), the Sacrist (Minor Canon Partridge),
and on either side were ranged members
of the choir.
Colonel Body, in handing the Colour to
the Dean, said : " On behalf of the 5th Buffs,
I have come here to ask you to accept for safe
and sacred custody this Union Jack, which
was the first flag flown over Baghdad under
British occupation, and which was raised by
this regiment."
The Dean of Canterbury said he had the
greatest pleasure in accepting the custody of
that Union Jack, which he understood was
hoisted by the 5th Battalion of The Buffs
when the British forces entered that city in
the recent glorious campaign which gave
Great Britain the command of that illustrious
and historic region, which was believed to
have been the cradle of human civilisation.
Their great regiment had upheld the British
flag and the great Christian power in
many parts of the world; and they were
proud to have charge in that Cathedral,
and particularly in its Warriors', Chapel, of
various memorials of their gallant service.
But that Union Jack would have a peculiar
interest. The ancient city in which it wras
flown was situated in, that region where the
revelations given to Abraham laid the founda
tions of the Jewish, and consequently of the
Christian faith. It found a very appropriate
home in a church which was one of the most
splendid embodiments of that faith in the
West. It was a great satisfaction to them
that the Battalion had approved of its being
placed in a conspicuous position on a column
in that Nave, side by side with the naval flags
which commemorated the victories of Kent
ships in the same great war. They would,
he hoped, remind many future generations
of the protection which was given by our Navy
and Army to our country and our Empire, and
consequently to the sacred shrines which were
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THE CEREMONY INSIDE THE CATHEDRAL.
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the most conspicuous witnesses of the faith
in which their gallant sacrifices were offered
up. And they would also provide the best
comfort in remembering the comrades who
followed that flag with them, but who did not
see its triumph. Let them offer their thanks
and prayers to the God who gave them the
victory, and who had guided and protected
their nation and Empire in its great and historic
career.
The choir led the singing of the familiar
hymn, " O God, our help in ages past," and
after the 46th Psalm had been chanted the
Dean recited a few short prayers and gave the
Blessing. The National Anthem was sung
with much fervour at the close of the short
service.
<>

<>

KENT ARTILLERY NEWS.
THE NEW KENT ARTILLERY.
GATHERING OF OLD YEOMEN AT ASHFORD

A dinner in connection with the newly
formed 6th (Kent) Brigade Royal Field Artillery,
was given at the George Hotel, Ashford, on
Wednesday evening by Major H. H. Dawes,
O.B.E., the popular Commanding Officer of
the " B " (Ashford) Battery, with the idea
of bringing the old and new Yeomen together
and so further cement the good feeling and
comradeship that had always existed in the
" Terriers." As everyone is aware, only twelve
senior regiments of Yeomanry are now in
formation and the remainder have been made
into Artillery, and the dinner was arranged
with a view to obtaining recruits for the new
unit from, the old Yeomen.
LieutenantColonel Bertram Pott (Officer
Commanding the Kent Brigade of the Royal
Field Artillery) was in the chair, and amongst
the old members present were SurgeonCaptain
Tilbury Fox, S.S.M. G. Watts, S.Q.M.S. H.
Body, exSergeants W. Wright, Thirkell and
Harrison, exTroopers H. Bergerson, L.
Knowles, T. Padgham, Laslett, Milgate, P.
Boon and Golding. SergeantMajor Capon
and Sergeant Risley, of the permanent staff,
were also present, as well as a large number
of men who joined the Yeomanry during the
war.
Conviviality was the order of the evening,
and after the most excellent repast had been
disposed of and the royal toast honoured,
Major Dawes gave a brief address. The
speaker said he was pleased to be amongst
them again and see so many familiar faces.
During their service they had had some good

and rotten times, and certain ties had sprung
up between them that if broken would be a
very sad occurrence. He wished to sincerely
thank all those who were responsible for the
great deal of support he had received. When
the speaker was appointed Officer Command
ing the new Ashford Battery, the' first person
he went to see was Captain Fox. Everyone
knew how the Doc. had worked before the
war in the interests of the Yeomanry, and he
knew that Captain Fox was the best man to
help them out now. On the question of a
Battery SergeantMajor, the speaker had no
hesitation in seeing " Harold" Body, who
remarked, " I am not quite as young as I was,
but if I am wanted I'll come along." That
was a typical answer from an old Yeoman,
remarked Major Dawes. Then there was the
QuartermasterSergeant, continued the speaker.
To exclude " George " Watts would be like
playing " Hamlet " without the ghost. When
approached he had said, " Do you want me ?
All right ! " The six gun commanders had all
come along when approached, and they were
now in a position to work round the excellent
skeleton they had obtained. Sergeant " Billie "
Wright had also willingly thrown his hand in
as SaddlerSergeant, and now they were really
getting on their way. They had to be thankful
that they had such a distinguished soldier to
look after them as Colonel Pott, whose service
had always been with the Yeomanry, and who
thoroughly understood the Yeoman. They
had many difficulties to surmount, which could
only be done by perseverance and hard work.
In responding, Colonel Pott said he had
served twentyfive years in the Yeomanry,
during which time he had made many friends.
Everyone was bound to regret the disappear
ance of two such fine regiments of Yeomanry
as the East and West Kent, but if artillery was
"wanted and not cavalry, they should all be
willing to serve in whatever unit they were
required. It was up to everyone to uphold
and pass on the glorious traditions of the two
regiments. There was no finer spirit than
that which had existed in the Kent Yeomanry.
The affection that existed between officers and
men was most marked. He emphasized how
the Yeomanry had carried out their jobs
during the war with efficiency and gallantry.
All along the line they had earned the good
opinions of the general officers commanding.
The Colonel then gave a few statistics regarding
the formation of the Brigade, and said he was
out for obtaining a number of horses for each
battery. The camp had been arranged to
take place in the early part of June, when
fourteen days' training would be participated
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Major Wallace left the Battery to take up a
commission, and he was eventually appointed
Major in charge of a Siege Battery in France.
Whilst serving there he had the misfortune
to lose an arm.
After the expiration of the training the
Battery was ordered overseas. The officers
who accompanied Major Treasure were:—
Captain T. Aveling, Lieutenants H. J. Headley,
C. E. Walker, C James and F. Jacob. The
latter was formerly SergeantMajor of the
Battery. Other officers who proceeded to
the second line on the departure of the Battery
were Captain A. Neame, Lieutenants A. B.
Challis, E. J. Howard and A. W. Rickard, all
of whom were sent abroad as reinforcements.
Lieutenant James was mentioned in despatches
on several occasions for his good management
of the horses.
Two days from their departure from Eng
land, they were in action on 27th December,
1915, on the Arras Sector, all ranks thus be
coming entitled by the narrow margin of two
KENT TERRITORIALS' WAR SERVICE. days to the 191415 star. The battery were at
tached to the 7th Corps, and spent a fairly
KENT R.G.A. HEAVY BATTERY
quiet time. During the preliminary Somme
This Battery, now the 6oPounder Battery, bombardment Lieutenant Headley was severely
13th Kent Medium Brigade, R.G.A., recruited wounded and sent home. During the Somme
from the Chatham and Faversham areas, and battle the Battery suffered a few casualties,
armed with four 4.7 quickfiring guns, was principally amongst the specialists.
carrying out its annual training on Salisbury
Towards the end of July, 1916, they were
Plain under the command of Major E. L.
hurried
down to reinforce the attack on this
Gowland, of Faversham, when war was de
clared. It was immediately sent to its war front, and came into action at Mametz. At this
station at Sheerness and brought up to full time the Battery were in the 15th Heavy
strength, both in personnel, horses and equip Artillery Corps, and after going through the
ment. Here Major Gowland was transferred action they were ordered to proceed to Mon
to the' R.A.M.C., and the Battery was then tauban and Longueval, where they remained
placed under the command of Major Treasure, until early in December, 1916, when the rough
T.D., a retired officer of the original Kent weather set in. The Battery received welcome
news here, for they were sent back for a well
Volunteer Artillery.
The Kent Heavies, as they were known, earned rest. The rest was of short duration,
then underwent eighteen months' hard training, however, for after a few days they were ordered
during which period they were inspected by to relieve the French south of Combles.
A very unpleasant winter was then spent
Lord Kitchener at Sevenoaks and highly compli
mented, especially upon their horses: Naturally in the forest, during which time the Heavies
the Battery were then eager to proceed overseas suffered further casualties. Amongst these
and join their brothers in the fight, and it was was Battery SergeantMajor C. J. Godfrey.
gratifying news to them when Lord Kitchener During the whole Somme battles, the Battery
after inspection promised them that they should rendered so good an account of themselves
go overseas at the first opportunity. During that, when the famous German retirement to
the training invaluable service was rendered the Hindenburg Line commenced in. March,
by the two instructors, Battery SergeantMajor 1917, they were chosen from the other heavy
A. J. Bear, of Faversham, and Battery Sergeant batteries of the Corps to lead the advance
Major T. Wallace, of Chatham. The former over NoMan'sLand, and were of great assist
was eventually appointed SergeantMajor of ance to General Seely's Canadian Light Horse
the 122nd Heavy Battery and sent overseas, in accelerating the German retreat.
where he was severely wounded at Ypres and
Shortly after the retreat Lieutenant Jacob
sent home to join the second line. Sergeant was wounded and sent home, and a little later

in. The speaker urged every Yeoman to come
up to the scratch, even under such bitter
. disappointments.
After the unavoidable departure of the
Colonel, Major Dawes called for a break of ten
minutes in order that the question of recruiting
could be talked <over.
An excellent entertainment was given during
the evening by the following contributors :—
Messrs. W. Clifford, G. Stevenson, Whenam
and C. Mummery. Messrs. L. Knowles and
H. Bergerson tendered a hearty vote of thanks
to Major Dawes for the excellent spread he
had given them and affording such an oppor
tunity of bringing old Yeomen together again.
Both speakers enlarged on the good old days
in the Yeomanry, and strongly advised the
younger ones to roll up and keep up the tradi
tions. The National Anthem brought a most
enjoyable evening to a close. The catering
was done in Mr. Manley's usual efficient style.
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Major Treasure also left the Battery through Battery took part a large proportion of first
illhealth. This gallant officer eventually died prizes were invariably won, and the Battery
on active service in Egypt. Captain Aveling gained the first prize for best gun team on no
was then appointed acting Major and took less than three occasions.
Honours won by the Battery include several
over the command of the Battery, and Quarter
masterSergeant S. J. Jacob was appointed M.Cs., M.Ms., M.S.M., a Medaille Militaire and
a Croix de Guerre.
Battery SergeantMajor.
Now that recruiting for the new T.F. is
The Battery had, just prior to this advance,
been increased in size by the addition of another recommencing, the Kent Heavies are looking
two guns, making six in all, with a corresponding forward eagerly to joining up again and main
increase Jn personnel, horses, etc., and a couple taining an esprit de corps second to none.
Major T. Aveling, M.C., has taken over
of months later the 4.7 guns were withdrawn
and replaced by the more modern and efficient command of the newlyformed battery and
other officers include Captain H. J. Headley
6opounders.
With the arrival of the Germans behind and Lieutenant A. W. Rickards, who served
the Hindenburg Line, another comparatively with the second line battery at home and also
peaceful period ensued for a couple of months, abroad.
<§> 4^^4
<£>
the Battery being in position near the town
of Gouzeaucourt, but in July, 1917, orders
were given to proceed at once to Flanders,
ASSOCIATION OF THE
and the Battery came into action near Ypres,
BUFFS.
and took part in the costly third battle of that
name. The next three and a half months were
very strenuous, and the Kent Heavies had
WARRIORS AT DINNER.
a number of casualties from the then new
PROPOSED WAR MEMORIAL.
German poison gas known as " Mustard."
The
eighth
dinner of the Association of Past
A wellearned change of front to Vimy Ridge,
a much more peaceful sector, came in October, and Present Buffs was held on September 14th,
1917, and here the Kent Heavies remained in at the Cannon Street Hotel, London. The
training until the famous German offensive Commandant of the Regiment, General the
in March, 1918, when they were rushed off to Right Hon. Sir A. H. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O.,
the support of the Corps southeast of Arras, occupied the chair, and he was supported by
where the pressure on the British forces was MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell, K.C.B.,
very severe. After two days' hard fighting K.C.M.G., Col. Cyril Porter, C.M.G., D.S.O.,
the Corps had to retire hurriedly in order to Lt.Col. R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E.,
straighten the line, and it was with difficulty D.S.O., Col. W. A. Eaton, O.B.E., Lt.Col.
that all the guns were got away. A stand was Body, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., Col. Duns tan, T.D.,
made, however, after a short retirement and Major F. W. Tomlinson, Major Trueman, O.B.E.,
finally trench warfare recommenced, the Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O., Major Foster,
Battery taking up a position near the village Capt. H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O., Capt. Strettell,
of Fonquevillers. Here it remained until the Major E. F. Gould, Major Laybourne, Major
opening of the final successful Allied offensive Colley, Major A. CampbellJohnston, and
in July, 1918, and from that date the Kent others. The company numbered some 200,
Heavies were constantly advancing until the drawn from all parts of the British Isles, and
halt was called by the signing of the Armistice the occasion was one of happy reunion of old
comrades in arms. Contemptibles, Territorials,
on November nth.
After a few weeks of muchneeded rest for Kitchener's men, etc.—all were represented,
both personnel and horses, the Battery had the and the camaraderie of the training camp and
distinction of being selected to join the Army the battlefield prevailed. Rank was forgotten
of Occupation at Cologne, and it was there in the remembrance of hardships shared and
that demobilization gradually reduced its size, dangers faced in a great and common cause.
until finally in the summer of 1919 the cadre, Two old Chelsea pensioners, Holmes and
or skeleton, of the Battery returned once more Phillips, respectively 83 and 79 years of age,
in their quaint and gay uniform, were there to
to its headquarters at Faversham.
The Kent Heavy Battery earned for itself remind one, if reminder were necessary, of the
during its three years of active fighting in glorious traditions of The Buffs; men with
France and Flanders a great reputation for military decorations, and men with artificial
both the efficiency of its gunnery and the limbs and other war scars were there, bearing
extremely fine quality of its horses. At various testimony to the gallantry and indomitable
Corps and Army Horse Shows in which the bravery displayed by The Buffs in the titanic
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struggles in Flanders and France and in the
more distant theatres of Egypt and Salonika,
and the civies' dress, worn by the majority,
typified the Peace which these gallant fellows
and their like have won for their race. They
sorted themselves into their old platoons and
companies, recalled their thrilling exploits, and
indulged to the full in reminiscences. This—
the revival of old friendships, formed in the
Service and proved in the field—was the
happiest feature of a pleasant function. The
toast list was commendably short and the
speeches brief.
At the conclusion of an excellent repast,
the Chairman first gave " The King," and
his Majesty having been loyally toasted, he
followed with " The Association of the Past
and Present Buffs." He said that they were
gathered together with various objects in view.
The first object, as he rightly observed, was to
promote, encourage, and perpetuate the good
feeling and fellowship which existed among
past and present Buffs. The dinner was the
means of bringing together again men who
had served in the war, and who had formed
intimacies and friendships that should never
be forgotten. (Cheers.) When they went
through those long vigilances in the trenches
they got to know one another better than they
would ever do during long years of peace. In
the sudden attack at night or in the rush before
the light of day officers and men were thrown
together and saw the gallantry and initiative
of those with whom they fought. Officers
learned to understand and appreciate the
character of their men, friendships were formed,
and the. desire remained to meet those men
upon such an occasion as this dinner provided.
The next object was to foster that feeling
which was called esprit de corps. No regiment
in the Service had a better esprit de corps than
The Buffs. The Buffs was a good,regiment,
with a fine esprit de corps, but he asked them
to guard against moments of weakness lest
that good name should be marred. Esprit de
corps meant love and pride in their regiment
in big and little things. The third object was
the promotion of the benevolent fund of the
regiment, and he appealed for subscriptions,
reminding the company that though in a great
regiment like The Buffs they were well looked
after, yet there did arise cases of hardship
which must be helped. He urged them to
increase the membership of the Association,
observing that a guinea was not much to
become an associate of a great regiment for
life, and that those who could not afford a
guinea might become members for 2s. 6d.
and secure a decoration. He suggested the
building of a further cottage home as a war

memorial, and intimated that if they would
subscribe their shillings and halfcrowns, and
if the officers would do something in order to
endow it, he would "go a long way towards
building it himself." (Cheers.) He thought
it would be a fitting memorial, and he invited
them to consider the suggestion, pledging
himself to double whatever they subscribed.
(Renewed cheers.)
The toast was duly honoured, and Major
J. Crookenden, the Treasurer, made a short
statement as to the position of the Association.
He was glad to say that the membership,
although it fell off during the war, now numbered
339, compared with 189 in 1914, but there
had been a great many men through the regi
ment during the war, and they hoped to increase
it still further. He asked them one and all to
try and get new members. He recommended
them to take and read " The Dragon," which
he said was on its feet and in a flourishing
condition. Recalling the cricket match played
at Canterbury last year, he expressed some
disappointment at the results, but said it gave
them the chance of seeing old friends, and
he voiced the hope that next year more would
attend a similar gathering. Finally, he re
ported that the finances were satisfactory,
there being about £50 in hand. (Cheers.)
Colonel R. McDouall, Officer Commanding
the ist Battalion, now stationed in Ireland,
gave " The Old Brigade." He was sorry he
had not been able to bring over a larger con
tingent from Ireland, that delightful spot—
(laughter)—but they would understand that
the difficulties there prevented more of them
rolling up. He humorously recounted the
difficulties he himself had experienced in
travelling. He had had to handle his own
baggage, for the railway men refused to put
it on the steamer, and the gentlemen on the
steamer did not like to put it on the train.
(Laughter.) As regarded their danger in Ire
land, he was sure that they would be glad to
know that all that they read in the papers
was very far from the truth. They were very
happy and contented there, and they were
really having a very pleasant time. (Laughter
and cheers.) He assured the " Old Brigade "
that the present regiment were very much
concerned as to what they thought of them.
They were aware that the " Old Brigade "
knew whatever they did, and the regiment
were very much more concerned as to what
they thought of them than as to what the
newspapers or anybody else said. He was
not much of a Latin scholar, but he believed
their old motto, Veteri frondescit honore meant
" Young Buffs, look out, because the old Buffs
are watching you." (Laughter and cheers.)
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MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell responded.
He noticed everybody was going round shaking
hands with his pals, and he did not think it
was the time for making a speech, hut he was
very much obliged to them for the kind way
in which the health of the " Old Brigade "
had been proposed. They did indeed closely
watch the doings of the presentday Buffs,
and they never forgot the old saying with which
they were brought up : " Once a Buff, always
a Buff." (Cheers.)
The concluding toast was that of " The
Chairman," and it was given by Lieut.Col.
W. A. Eaton, who said that General Sir A.
Paget, ever since he had become their Colonel, .
had interested himself in and identified himself
with e'very idea, every association, and every
historical event of The Buffs. Living within
a few miles of Canterbury and the Depot, he
heard things which perhaps others did not
hear, and he knew more than many all that
Sir A. Paget had done for every battalion of
the regiment ever since he had become their
Colonel. (Cheers.) He (Sir A. Paget) had
associated with them in every possible way,
and the speaker asked them to drink to his
health heartily.
The toast was accorded musical honours,
and General Sir A. Paget was roundly cheered.
In response, General Sir A. Paget described
himself as singularly fortunate in that the
moment war broke out he was asked, as the
senior general officer in the Army without a
regiment, whether he would like to command
this distinguished regiment. He humorously
contrasted the old with the present days.
Formerly, he said, it was a very fine position
to command a regiment. It meant a thousand
a year or. more, but now it had dwindled down
to four return tickets per year. (Laughter.)
They could understand his feeling, his anxiety,
and his pride throughout the war. He thrilled
at the stories that he heard. Though scarcely
ever was a regiment mentioned and never the
name of a man given, these stories came to
him, and he knew that men, distinguished
themselves and that officers made names for
themselves. They were, he announced, going
to remedy this obscurity. He had been con
sulted, and they hoped that, money being
available—and he felt sure that it would be—
a war history of the regiment would be written.
(Cheers.) It was a great satisfaction to him
that the distinguished deeds, not only of the
regiment but of individuals, would be recorded,
and it was needless for him to say how proud
he was to have been colonel of the regiment
during the period of the war. (Cheers.)
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handing over the regimental magazine to a
new and more experienced staff.
May every good luck and prosperity accom
pany thfe future issues, and may we again remind
our readers that without support both from
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subscribers and contributors it is extremely
difficult to run the magazine.
The new issue, it is hoped, will be sold at
6d. per copy—a price that should not strain
anyone's pocket.
*

*

*

Congratulations to Major and Mrs. Crooken
den on the birth of their son and heir.
*

*

*

The engagement is announced of Lieut. J.
Chester, of the 2nd Battalion, to Miss Patricia
Elnor, daughter of* the Rev. Canon and Mrs.
Elnor, St. Mary's Vicarage, Dover. We all
tender our hearty congratulations.
SFC

The Editor again wishes to apologize for the
delay in producing the magazine, and hopes
readers will remember that we are practically
on active service.
The OctoberNovember proofs took a fort
night to reach us from the printers ; had this
not occurred, we should have been able to
dispatch the copies before Christmas.
We also regret the paucity of sketches and
photographs in the last issue, but the price of
production is so heavy and the subscriptions
so small that we are forced to keep down any
extra expenses.
As this is our last production, we would ask
those subscribers who have not paid their sub
scription to do so now, in order to enable us to
close and balance the books.
*

*

*

We tender our sympathies to the 2nd Brigade
R.F.A. at the untimely death of Gunner
Cambridge in the recent ambush.

1st BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
ALTHOUGH we are liable to sudden attack

whenever we go abroad on our lawful occasions,
since the sad affair near Glanworth on November
26th, when we lost two such good fellows, we
have been very lucky.
Since our last issue only one party has been
ambushed, and this occurred when a number
of men under Lieut. Rose were proceeding on
December ith from Fermoy to Dungarvan.
Near Cappagh Station there was a sudden
outburst of fire, which, owing to the marked
desire on the part of the attackers to avoid
exposing themselves, was fortunately very ill
aimed. Lieut. Rose rushed through the ambush
with no casualties, halted about 100 yards

beyond, and at once returned to the spot in
open order. This kind of rude action not being
included in the menu of the gallant attackers,
all Lieut. Rose was able to find were numerous
" fagends " and several empty .303 cartridge
cases. Pte. Deer, of " D " Company, had a
very narrow escape, a bullet actually passing
through his clothing.
Our neighbours, the 2nd Brigade R.F.A.,
were attacked near Kilcor during December,
and we regret to say that they had a man killed
(Gunner Cambridge) and Capt. Cotterel, D.S.O.,
M.C., wounded.
Our hopes for a settlement of the troublesome
Irish question are increased by the proclama
tion of martial law in the county of Cork. Both
we and a large number of Irishmen sigh for the
Ireland of the old days.
We could ill spare the draft—fifty strong
—that left us to join the 2nd Battalion.
They were all pleased to go, and anxious
to see the East for themselves. The C.O.,
most of the officers, and the Band and Drums
combined to give them a cheery sendoff
from the station. Some of our best cross
country performers and some good allround
men—like Watts, who will try anything—left
us with this draft.
Considering the prevailing political depression
in the atmosphere, Christmas was remarkably
cheerful. There was plenty to eat and drink,
and the rooms all looked excellent. A great
feature was " B " Company's dugout, tenanted
by " Old Bill "—Pte. Stevens—cooking his
Christmas dinner. It was very realistic, and
a very bright notion.
A quite successful concert took place on
Christmas Eve, starting with the wellknown
and not very modern playlet, " Box and Cox,"
in which Col. McDouall, Capt. Sharp, and Master
McDouall played the parts. We are ashamed to
admit that only Master McDouall knew his
part ! However, CS.M. McWalter, D.C.M.,
M.M., the master of the ceremonies, apologized
for the other two performers, who had been
so overburdened with duties that they had had
no time to learn their parts. Nevertheless,
the show was very well received.
Mrs. Wale and Mr. Cass gave a very happy
rendering of "A Pair of Lunatics," which
provoked much mirth. In addition, there were
good songs by Capt. Cook, Gunner Lansdale,
R.F.A., Sergt. Amos, and Pte. Lewis. Sergt.
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Burt was very effective in his recitations, and
StaffSergt. Blake, R.A.O.C., was excellent on
his dulcimer, being accorded a welldeserved
encore.
The band, under Mr. Elvin, gave excellent
selections, and a good show, which we hope is
the forerunner of others, ended up with the
National Anthem.
Our old friends the Royal Fusiliers have left
Kilworth. We wish them the best of luck in
their new station, and extend a hearty welcome
to their successors, the Gloucester Regt.
We hear with deep regret that our popular
Brigadier, General J. Steele, C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.O., is leaving us. We can only wish him
the best of luck and hope for another like him.

FOOTBALL.
ONLY one game has been played by the regi

mental team this "month: this was the Irish
Army Cup Tie against the Royal Fusiliers. As
the result of the previous meetings had been a
win for each side, a good game was expected,
Although not at full strength, we fielded a good
side, which lined up as follows :—
Goal—L./Cpl. Meakinv Backs—Pte. Shaw,
Bdsmn. Pearsall. Halfbacks—L./Cpl. Foster,
L./Cpl. Rice, Pte. Perry. Forwards—L./CpL
Jones, Sergt. Denny, Bdsmn. Lewis, Cpl. Rye,
and Pte. Minns.
Both teams opened strongly, and some fine
runs were made by the visitors' right wing,
Minns and. Rye then got away on ihe left, and
some fine work ended in the former sending in
a beauty which brought the goalie to his knees,
He cleared in fine style, and the " Fuzzies "
were soon off again. Each goal was visited in
turn, although, owing to the splendid clearing
by our backs, Meakin had little to do. At the
other end the visitors' custodian was playing a
magnificent game, and, do what they would,
our forwards could not score, although several
golden opportunities were offered them. HalL
time arrived with a blank sheet. On resuming,
it was soon evident that both teams were going
all out, and some splendid football was wit
nessed. Time after time the forwards went
down, only to be pulled up by Bilton (back),
who was a veritable Trojan in the visitors'
defence. Then the Fusiliers' right wing got
going, and although Ritchie and Pearsall
repeatedly frustrated them, they eventually
broke through and scored, giving the visitors
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the lead. However, our men were not dis
heartened, and played up well; but, try as they
would, Bilton always came into the picture,
and we could not score. Excitement was
intense right up to the finish, when the whistle
blew leaving the Fusiliers winners by i—o.
It was the finest game we have seen this season,
and although we were beaten we must give full
credit to our opponents, who were a splendid
team and well earned their victory. They
should go a long way in the Cup.
During the last month we have carried on
playing the InterCompany League matches.
At present each company has two more games
to play. " D " are the favourites, and the
final will be between them and " B " Company,
as " A " and " C " are too far behind to pull up.

RUGBY NOTES.
ON December 3rd we met the 2nd Brigade

R.F.A. in the first round of the Army Rugby
Cup. Unfortunately we were defeated by
12 points to nothing, but the team should not
be discouraged by the result, as with more
practice they should develop into a rattling
good side. We were unlucky in not being able
to arrange for Lieut. Marshall to come in to our
assistance from Dungarvan, but Capt. Thomas,
who had just returned from leave, and had not
been in quite such strict training as one would
naturally have expected of him, deputized very
ably, and managed to avoid any form of illness
until after the game was over. The weather
was terrible—pouring with rain—and the ground
was in a very muddy condition. However, the
game  was hard and interesting. The outsides
handled the ball much better than was expected.
The Gunners had by no means a walkover,
and we were unlucky not to have scored at all.
Our reporter was unable to attend the match,
so a detailed account cannot be given. Amongst
the forwards it would be hard to criticize indi
viduals, but in the tight they do not seem to
use all their weight, and we seldom got the ball
back from the scrum. Watts played a good
game at flyhalf, but has got into the way of
kicking too much instead of having the ball
back to the outsides. The threes all played
quite a good game. They had not much chance
in attacking, but were all good at defence,
Lieut. Price received a nasty kick in the eye,
which afterwards had to be stitched up, but he
pluckily played the whole game through. Our
back, Freedman, was also knocked out early
in the game, but he managed to. recover
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sufficiently to carry on. Owing to a misunder
standing, Sergt. Real did not appear till half
time, so that we had been playing one man short.
L./Cpl. Meakin had been playing in nearly
every position in the field while various people
had been recovering from their injuries, and
was now able to devote his energies to the
forward line. In conclusion, we must wish the
team better luck next season. The following
was the team :—
Back—Pte. Freedman. Three  quarters
Lieut. Symons, Lieut. Price, Lieut. Rose, Sergt.
Real. Halfbacks—Pte. Watts and Lieut.
Stemp. Forwards—Capt. Allen, Capt. Thomas,
Lieut. Keble, Lieut. Cass, L./Cpl. Meakin, Sergt.
Ravenscroft, Bdsmn. Maddock, and Bdsmn.
Marshall.

first, after running a good race, followed by
Pte. Johnson, of "C" Company, who was a
good second, and Boy Holness, of " C " Com
pany, who finished third.
The crosscountry run for Battalion medals
was held on Wednesday afternoon, December
29th, and, although the weather was verymuch
against it, there was quite a good muster, a
fair number of last season's team turning out,
and they showed very promising form for the
coming championships. The following secured
the first four places :—(1) Cpl. Bell, of " A " ;
(2) Dmr. Baker, of " D " ; (3) Pte. Martin, of
" C " ; and (4) Pte. Setterfield, also of " C."
We would like to see a few young hands coming
up to these old ones.
*<S>

HOCKEY NOTES.

BOXING DAY SPORTS.

SINCE my last few lines little has been done to

AFTER a very successful Christmas, sports
were arranged for Boxing Day, which consisted
of sixaside football matches (in which 16
teams took part), and interCompany bayonet
fighting, and tugofwar. The Miniature Range
was open all day. Boxing Day brought with
it the usual Irish weather, which looked like
putting a stopper to outside events, but for
tunately it cleared up about 9 a.m., and we were
able to start. Commencing with interCom
pany bayonet fighting, " A" Company was
drawn against " C," and " B " Company against
" D." The first event was splendidly contested,
leaving the teams with level scores. The team
leaders then fought off, and " A's" leader,
Cpl. Bell, won his fight. " B" and " D "
Companies, although not startling, caused some
laughter, and " B " Company eventually won.
The final was disastrous for " B " Company,
and left " A " Company easy winners.
" A " Company Team.—C.Q.M.S. Cross,
C.S.M.I.M. Dixon, Lee.Sgt. Amos, Cpl. Hamer,
Cpl. Bell (leader).
Immediately after the bayonet fighting the
football matches commenced, No. 1 team play
ing No. 2 team, and so on. The ground was like
the day—" a little soft "—and some of the
players looked as if they had had a mud bath by
the time they were finished. Despite the state
of the ground, the first round was finished before
dinner. I am afraid I am not able to relate all
the humorous incidents which occurred during
the games, and if our special artist had not been
away on still more special leave, he might have
provided some very amusing cartoons for next
month's edition. While the sixaside games
were in progress, C.S.M.I.M. Dixon was having

encourage this sport in the Battalion. One
practice game took place which proved a great
success, and many promising players came to
the fore. Unfortunately the " Irish sunshine "
has turned the ground into a quagmire, with the
result that we are at a standstill.
I am pleased to see this grand game is
running so successfully in the 2nd Battalion,
and if more novices will only come forward here
we may be able to produce a team capable of
upholding the prewar standard in the Bat
talion.
When the weather improves we hope to get
at least two games a week, and anyone wishing
to learn should put in an appearance.
E. J. E.

CROSSCOUNTRY RUNNING.
INTEREST in crosscountry running is not as
keen as it should be in the Battalion. It is up
to all officers, W.Os., and N.C.Os. to encourage
it as much as possible, particularly after last
year's success, as we shall soon have the Irish
Command and Army Championships on us
again. We are doing our best to get a team
together, and hope for greater keenness after
the new year commences.
A Battalion run was held on December 28th,
for which several prizes were given, and although
no one heard of it until after 1400 hours, it was
the best turnout we have had this season,
twentyone runners facing the starter, of which
eighteen finished the full course of about three
miles, Pte. Cornwall, of " A " Company, being
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a very busy time in the Miniature Range. The
six prizes offered for the six best scores with
five rounds attracted quite a large number of
competitors, and some quite good shooting was
done. One or two who were a little erratic said
it must be the damp air. Of course it couldn't
have been anything to do with the Christmas
festivities !
The following were the winners :—
(i) Pte. Farrant, " A" Company ; (2) Pte.
Priestley, " A " Company ; (3) Lce.Cpl. Clover,
" B " Company ; (4) Pte. Lewis, " D " Company;
(5) C.S.M. McWalter, " D " Company; (6) Sgt.
Watson, " D " Company.
Unfortunately, we were unable to resume the
football in the afternoon owing to " C " Com
pany having to go out on special duty—oh,
the joys of Ireland !—consequently the Com
manding Officer kindly gave us a holiday on
Tuesday, which turned out a splendid day.
The tugofwar was the first event, " A " Com
pany being drawn against " C," and " B "
against " D." It was a twelvefoot pull, best
of three to count. In the first pull " A " went
over to " C " in a very short time ; then, on the
change over, " A " made a very good pull of it,
but their team had not quite the weight of " C,"
who were successful again. " D " Company
.were, unfortunately, not able to get a team to
gether (only the details being at Headquarters).
It therefore left " C " and " B " in the finals.
While the tugofwar teams were busy tug
ging, further football matches (sixaside) were
being played, ably superintended by C.S.M.
Follett and C.S.M. Sweeney. The teams left
in the'final were No. 2 and No. 12 (I heard
someone mention the Sanitary Section), and
after a hard tussle and a little extra time, No. 2
team won by 2 goals to 1.
Winning Team.—Cpl. Woodward, Lce.Cpl.
Jones, Lce.Cpl. Bulgin, Bandsman Marshall,
Pte. Griffiths, Dmr. Brothers.
At two o'clock the final of the tugofwar
was pulled, when " C " was again successful
against " B." Both teams pulled well, but I
think " C " had a little advantage in weight.
A hockey match had been arranged for the
afternoon—Sergeants and remainder of the
Battalion—but owing to the ground being so
wet it had to be abandoned. Nevertheless a
crosscountry run was organized, and although
only a few minutes' notice was given, between
twenty and thirty turned out. (For results,
see CrossCountry Notes.)
During the afternoon C.S.M. Dixon had been
dealing with his little show in the Miniature
Range, with the following results :—
Boys Competition.—(1) Boy Crook, " C " ;
(2) Boy West, " C,"
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Young Soldiers.—(1) Pte. Griffiths ; (2} Pte.
McLaren, " C."
Open Competition.—(1) Pte. Urrey, " A " ;
(2) Pte. Everitt, " C."

" A " COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
THE month has not been a very eventful one.

A combination of bad weather and many duties
has to a great extent curtailed our games.
Beyond some scratch interplatoon games and
the Boxing Day sports, very little has taken
place.
In the Boxing Day sports we won the bayonet
fighting, but were beaten in the first round of the
tugofwar by " B " Company.
Christmas came and went with many merry
makings, and our thanks and congratulations
are due to the N.C.Os.' messroom staff and
cooks, who played their part nobly, and did
much towards making the day the success that
it was. A Company concert was held in the
evening,, which was also very successful and
entertaining. Unfortunately the programme
had to be considerably curtailed owing to'the
lack of time.
We lost many old friends in the draft to the
2nd Battalion. The best of luck to them in
Mesopotamia, and may we find worthy suc
cessors to them in the Company !
Crosscountry running has started again, and
we have great hopes of winning again this year.
There is no lack of talent among us, but constant
practice and training are very necessary.
Lieut. Wale left us after his short time in
command to go on leave, and we welcome
Lieut. Essell, who again took over command
on his return.
<>

<>

" C " COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
SINCE my last notes the Company played a

return match with " B" Company in the
InterCompany League, which we unfortunately
lost 2—o. It came as a great surprise to both
players and onlookers, as we had decidedly the
best of the game, but we . had our goalkeeper
(Hoppy) and our centreforward (Denny) away,
and even then we managed to hold the game
until the last few minutes, when the opportunity
arrived for " B " Company and they scored 2
goals.
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Or\ December 24th we played " A " Company
a return match, which we won by 1—0. We
were lucky in getting this goal, as if " A "
Company goalie had picked it up instead of
miskieking I am sure he would have cleared..
There was a goal scored in the second half, but
the referee disallowed this. Still, we were quite
content with the win.
Well, as we all anticipated last month we were
going to have a bumping time at Christmas, I
am glad to say we did, and everyone was more
than satisfied with the whole show. We had
a splendid dinner, and plenty of it. The room
was nicely decorated; so nice that it was judged
best in the Battalion, thanks being due to
Cpl. Crump. In the evening a nice little Company
Concert was arranged from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
again everyone having their fill of sandwiches,
smokes, and beer, but none were too filled with
the last named. C.S.M. Barrell officiated as
chairman, and turns were never lacking. Songs
were sung by C.Q.M.S. Manning, Cpls. Stace,
Wilcox and Busby, and Sgt. Burt had us all
openmouthed by his recitations. Pte. Huntley
gave us that popular song " Bubbles," and Pte.
Snelling amused us with stepdancing. During
the evening we were visited by our Officer
Commanding, Capt. J. F. W. Allen, M.C., also
Lieuts. Griffith and Rose. As usual all good
things came to an end, and at five minutes to
eight C.Q.M.S. Manning got up and said he
hoped the Company had been quite satisfied
with the whole day's affair. By the sound
of the cheering, words were not necessary, so
we had one more song, and then all departed
to our virtuous cots. Thus ended Christmas
Day, 1920.
On December the 27th the majority of the
Company were out on a stunt from 1 p.m. until
10 p.m., and in consequence certain sports which
had been arranged for that day had to be post
poned until the 28th, when we were able to
take part in them. The bayonet fighting we
lost in the first round to "A" Company. We
had a very good number ot entries for the six
aside football, and Lce.Cpl. Jones was in the
winning team.
Pte. Everitt, Machine Gun Platoon, got second
place in the shooting on the Miniature Range.
Great excitement took place in the tugofwar.
Our team first met " A " Company, which we
won pretty easily. In fact, the first pull was over
in a few seconds.
The next pull was much
harder, but we managed to pull them over.
u ^ Company never entered a team, therefore
B Company received a walkover. Then
" C " Company met " B " Company in the final.
But we Were very confident, and beat them as

easily as we did " A " Company by winning the
first two pulls.
The team was as follows:—Sgts. Gibson,
Parks, Larkin, Ravenscroft, Ptes. Bourne,
Blackwell, and Setterfield, being coached by
C.Q.M.S. Manning.
On December 30th the usual Christmas Tree
and Tea Party was given in the Gymnasium to
all the wives and children in the Battalion, and
in this "C" Company were strongly represented,
Major GrovesRaines was a typical Father
Christmas.
Today being the last of the old year, the
Warrant Officers, StaffSergeants, and Sergeants
are having their usual New Year's Dance in the
Gymnasium, and in this " C " Company are
well represented, as C.S.M. Barrell has arranged
the whole affair, and by what I have seen and
heard, it is going to be a bumping show. But
the reports of this will evidently be seen in
next month's Sergeants' Mess notes.

" D " COMPANY NOTES AND
NEWS.
As far as football is concerned, it is common
knowledge that the Football Shield will once
again require the inscription of " D " Company
on a new plate for the season 19201921, and
really one could hardly expect anything else.
As a wellknown Lce.Cpl. was heard to remark
affer the losing of the Irish CupTie to the Royal
Fusiliers, " it's all over bar shouting, up ' D '
Company." But perhaps this same budding
young Bandmaster will find deep consolation
in winning a Christmas present of five shillings,
and will proceed on his way rejoicing. We hope
so, anyway. Even " B " Company's redoubt
able eleven failed to snatch the laurels of a win
over a very weak team of the above Company,
and our sympathies go out to Lce.Cpl. Rice,
who, after being unfortunately twisted out of
a day's furlough, was unable to lead his team to
victory. We would like to thank " A " Com
pany for their generous contribution of 12 goals
to the credit of our goal account, but we must
point out that, owing to the war and other
unavoidable occurrences, the P.R.I, cannot
afford to buy any more rope to mend the nets
with and so we would ask Sgt. Burville
and Co. to take things steady. Before writing
a few notes on the Christmas turnout, the
writer would like to wish, on behalf of the
Company, a Happy and Prosperous New Year
to the Commanding Officer and all other
Officers, Warrant Officers, Noncommissioned

?
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Officers and men of the Battalion. We hope
that Major GrovesRaines and Capt. Thomas
are feeling none the worse for their shakeup on
Christmas Day, and we would like to compli
ment Capt. Sharpe on his touching little verse,
" She was poor, but. she was honest," and hope
that some day we may have the pleasure of
hearing the remainder of those pathetic lines.
We have heard the story of Daniel in the
lions' den, and we would like to take this oppor
tunity of reminding one wellknown N.C.O.
that when the boys want the Colonel they mean
to have him, and if he (the N.C.O., that is) tries
to stop them again, he will probably get am
bushed, or else go to investigate where the flies
go in the wintertime. No names, no packdrill,
but we never believe in being under " foote."
On Christmas Eve we were treated to a grand
concert in the recreation room, and we would
like to compliment Mr. Box and Cox, and also
Mrs. Bouncer (who certainly looked as if she
could bounce) on their very good performance.
It has been rumoured that the chop and rasher
have since been issued in the rations, but we
should like a little more proof before we are
convinced. Other star, turns were the " Pair
of Lunatics," played by Mrs. Wale and Lieut.
Cass—a very good piece of acting. The
famous violinist " Paderwhisky," who played
in four distinct keys, was greatly applauded.
In a few words the concert was a grand success,
and thanks are due to all the artists, also C.S.M.
McWalter, who supervised operations.
In conclusion, on behalf of the Company, I
take this opportunity of thanking C.Q.M.S.
Kelly who has worked untiringly in providing
Christmas fare for us, and quote to him the old
proverb, " May his shadow never grow less."

1st BATTALION GAZETTE.
DECREASE.
Transferred (on probation) to R.A.M.C. Depot,
Crookham Camp (30/8/20), and is struck off strength of
the Battalion : 11814 Pte. C. Godden, " B " Coy.
Transferred to Section B, Army Reserve, under para.
370a, K.R. (20/8/20) : 10985 A./Sergt. S. Payne, " C "
Coy.
Demobilized 1/9/20, and struck off strength of the
Battalion : G/14072 Sergt. H. Butterworth, " C " Coy.
Transferred and posted to ist Bn. Middlesex Regt.,
Gravesend, with effect from 4/9/20 (authority : G.H.Q.
(I), 2/14914 (A), dated 27/8/20) : 12033 Pte. H. Adans,
" A " Coy.
Transferred to Section B, Army Reserve (29/9/20)
12760 Pte. A. Goldsmith, " B " Coy.
Transferred to Section B, Army Reserve (7/10/20) :
6278374 Cpl. G. Adams, " C " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392, XVI, K.R. (11/9/20) :
6279344 Pte. A. Costin, "A" Coy.
Transferred to 2nd Bn. Worcester Regt., Dublin
(21/9/20) (authority, 16th Infy. Bde. Letter, No. A.
111/33, dated 19/9/20) : 6279757 L./Cpl. J. Downton,
" B " Coy.
Posted to Depot, Canterbury (27/9/20): 6278453 Pte.
E. Barton, " C " Coy.
Transferred to ist Bn. Royal Fusiliers, Kilworth.
Camp (28/9/20) : 6279781 Pte. A. Betts, " C " Coy.
Discharged, being no longer physically fit for war
service (25/9/20) : 6279459 Pte. T. Sotheran, " B " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 XXI, K.R. (25/10/20):
6278654 Pte. L. Palmer, " D " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 VI (a), K.R. (24/9/20) :
6280202 Pte. R. Baker, " D " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 VI (a), K.R. (27/9/20) :
6280187 Pte. E. England, " D " Coy.
Posted to Depot, Canterbury (7/10/20) : 6278091
C.Q.M.S. G. Bridgeland, " A " Coy.
Discharged under para. 392 VI (a), K.R. (6/10/20) :
6280034 Pte. F. Meads, " B " Coy.
Transferred to R.A.P.C. with effect from 16/4/20
(authority, R.A.P.C. Records, 13432 (Accts. 2), dated
14/10/20) : 6279471 Pte. P. Cashmore, " C" Coy.
CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION.
Awarded

(5/8/*°)

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
1. What relation is the Pioneer Corporal to
the PostmasterGeneral ?
*

*

*

2. Is it true that <rBogey" is starting a
class of flowermaking ? If so, what will it
cost a lesson ?
~
*

*

*

3. Is it true that the Buffs have a hockey
team ? If so, how much a hundredup is it ?

2nd

Class

Certificates

„

of

Education

11971 L./Cpl. F. Mitchell, A' Coy.; 13023 Pte.
R. Osgood, " D " Coy. ; 11206 Pte. B. Orsler, " B "
Coy. ; 11180 Pte. M. Robinson, " A " Coy. ; 10010
L./Cpl. W. Clover, " B " Coy. ; 11211 Pte. A. Austin,
" A " Coy. ; 11464 L./Cpl. E. Rice, " B " Coy. ; 11964
L./Cpl. W. Madle, " A " Coy. ; 13105 Boy A. Horton,
" C " Coy. ; 12719 Pte. F. Drury, " A " Coy.; 12830
Pte. G. Lacey, " D " Coy. ; 11999 L./Cpl. R. Freeman,
" A " Coy. ; 10466 L./Cpl. A. Coleman, " C " Coy. ;
12302 Pte. A. Green, "A" Coy. ; 9°3^ Sergt. G.
Dennis, " B " Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificate of Education (10/8/
20) :—
13096 Boy A. Bartlett, " C " Coy.; 12290 Pte.
F. Emery, " B " Coy. ; 11132 Boy H. Morley, " D "
Coy. ; 13243 Boy G. Evans, " B " Coy.; 11907 Boy H.
Degville, "A" Coy.; 12828 Pte. W. Kimber, " D "
Coy. ; 11455 L./Cpl. J. Bates, " B " Coy.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education (21/9/
20) :—
11658 Sergt. J. Mullen, " C " Coy.; 10627 L./Cpl.
A. Piddock, " A " Coy. ; 12226 Pte. B. Gardiner, " B "
Coy.; 11945 Pte. E. Boorman, "A" Coy.; 11736
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L./Cpl. A. Busby, " C " Coy. ; 11918 Pte. R. Philpott,
" A " Coy. ; 11949 Pte. W. Martin, " A " Coy. ; 12721
Pte. E. Wells, " B " Coy. ; 12033 Pte. R. Adams, " A "
Coy. ; 12681 Pte. G. Gatehouse, " B " Coy. ; 11905 Pte.
W. Venner, " D " Coy. ; 12003 Pte. A. Smith, " A "
Coy. ; 12730 Pte. H. McDanagh, " A " Coy. ; 11415
Pte. W. Gowen, " D " Coy. ; 12807 Pte. E. Lucaw,
" A " Coy. ; 11951 L./Cpl. G. Brophy, " A " Coy. ;
12051 Pte. J. Robinson, " A " Coy. ; 12832 Pte. C.
Baldwin, "B" Coy. ; 12029 Pte. F . Faulkner, " A "
Coy. ; 12408 Pte. P. Bourne, " A " Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificates of Education (21/8/
20) :—
11586 Pte. E. Bradley, " B " Coy.; 11592 Pte. E.
Longland, " A " Coy. ; 12581 Pte. T. White, " B "
Coy. ; 12045 Pte. R. Stewart, " A " Coy. ; 10606 Pte.
W. Stebbings, " B " Coy. ; 12038 Pte. A. Conisbee,
" A " Coy.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education (31/8/
20) :—
6278534 Cpl. C. McNeir, " D " Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificate of Education (31/8/
20) :—
6279155 Pte. C. Dawes, " D " Coy. ; 6279582 Pte.
G. Deer, " D " Coy. ; 6280266 Pte. S. Hicks, " D "
Coy. ; 6278880 L./Cpl. E. Kent, " D " Coy. ; 6279122
Pte. H. Olive, "D" Coy.; 6280002 Pte. S. Priest,
" D " Coy. ; 6279797 Pte. R. Sherwood, " D " Coy. ;
6280014 Pte. F. Taylor, " D " Coy. ; 6279948 L./Cpl.
E. Vent, " B " Coy. ; 6279401 Pte. W. Whall, " D "
Coy. ; 6280013 Pte. W. Woollard, " D ".Coy.
Awarded ist Class Certificate of Education (28/7/
20) :—
6278263 C./Sergt. (O.R.S.) E. J. Evans, " A " Coy.
Passed in Group I for ist Class Certificate of Educa
tion (27/7/20) :—
6278624 Boy F. Winfield, " B " Coy. ; 6279944 L./Cpl.
E. Symons, " B " Coy.
Awarded 3rd Class Certificate of Education (27/8/
20) :—
6279550 Pte. W. Wickens, " B " Coy. ; 6278407 Pte.
S. Wade, "" B " Coy. ; 6280028 Pte. J. Varnes, " B "
Coy. ; 6279962 A./Cpl. A. Cass, " B " Coy. ; 6279518
Pte. A. Barham, " C " Coy. ; 6280281 Pte. W. Harmer,
" C " Coy. ; 6278999 Pte. N. Hopper, " B " Coy. ;
6280357 L./Cpl. S. Hadlow, " C " Coy. ; 6280161 Pte.
T.. Sadler, " B " Coy. ; 6279398 Pte. H. Harmes, " C "
Coy. ; 6279673 Pte. A. Marshall, " A " Coy. ; 6279583
L./Cpl. W. Willing, " A " Coy. ; 6280174 Pte. G. Chant
ler, " D " Coy. ; 6279953 Pte. E. Gibson, " D " Coy. ;
6278929 Pte. G. Ames, " D " Coy. ; 6279167 Pte. A.
Whiite, " D " Coy. ; 6279864 L./Cpl. F. Knott, " D "
Coy. ; 6279080 L./Cpl. M. Sheehan, " B " Coy. ;
6279991 L./Cpl. W. Mabey, " D " Coy. ; 6280368 Pte.
V. Re voire, " D " Coy.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education (27/8/
20) :—
6279776 Pte. G. Buckles, " D " Coy. ; 6279149 Cpl.
A. Amos, " A " Coy. ; 6279284 Pte. J. Brcokwell,
" A " Coy.
Awarded 2nd Class Certificate of Education (24/9/
20) :—
6278785 Pte. F. Shaw, " D " Coy. ; 6279596 Pte. B.
Taylor, " D " Coy. ; 6279809 Pte. G. Baker, " D "
Coy.

2nd BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
THE Battalion is under orders to embark'about

December nth at Karachi. (A Christmas card
has since been received from the Battalion from
Kut.—ED.)

During cthe past month, what with dances
and sports, Multan has been very gay. The
Sergeants' Mess gave two most enjoyable
dances. The Corporals also had one on
November 17th. Accounts of these appear
elsewhere.
The Officers gave a farewell dance to their
many friends in the district, which was excel
lently organized by Major Norman and Lieut.
Col. Thewles,
Preliminary sports w ere held on October 27th,
it being decided to hold the annual sports in
Mesopotamia on our arrival there.
" A " Company have finished their Musketry
New Course, Pte. Gutteridge obtaining 167
points.
"B " Company are at Company training, but
it is expected that they will have to cut it short,
owing to the probable early move to Mespot.

On November 3rd the Battalion was inspected
by BrigadierGeneral A. J. Poole, C.M.G.,
commanding the station. The Battalion had
got well together since the hot weather, and
presented a smart appearance. This was made
the occasion for presenting medals to those who
have been lucky enough to be sufficiently high
in the list to have them sent out. Cheer up,
those who have not yet had them. The
Peninsular War heroes did not receive theirs
for some thirty years afterwards.

The Officers played theN.C.Os. at hockey on
November 25th, and, after a most exciting
game, were beaten by 3 goals to 2.
Our amusements have been added to by the
opening of a very excellent cinema, which,
being quite close to barracks, has been well
patronized by all ranks. Unfortunately, some
illdisposed person recently stole the magneto,
which has caused a temporary closing of the
establishment.
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MEDAL PRESENTATION AND INSPECTION BY BRIG.GEN. A. J. POOLE, C.M.G.,
COMMANDING, MULTAN.

INTERPLATOON NOVICES'
BOXING TOURNAMENT
(OCTOBER I8TH AND 19TH, 1920.)
EIGHTEEN teams entered from the Battalion for
this Tournament, including the Band and
Drums, who ranked as platoons, and some very
keen boxing was seen. The result was a win
for the Drums, who scored over 50 points, the
Band being second and No. 10 Platoon third.
Platoons were allowed unlimited entries, and
each man had one fight against an opponent of
his own weight in another platoon, securing
3 points for a win, 1 point for a lose, and
points for an extra plucky loser. No man was
allowed to enter who had ever won a fight in
India, thus barring almost all the members of
the regimental boxing team. The entries were
very good indeed, especially from the Drums,
Band, No. 10 and No. 16 Platoons, and alto
gether about 135 men entered the ring. We
had two excellent nights of sport, and, as was
expected, a lot of new talent was discovered
for the regimental team. So many fought that
it is impossible to mention them all, but L./Sergt.
Smith, L./Cpl. Holly, Ptes. Bowen, Barrett,
Barnes, Kent, Turner, Doyle, Cpl. Relf, L./Cpl.
Middle, and Pte. Cleak especially caught
the eye. Almost every man fought all out,
and any number of|points were given for
plucky losers.
On the second night exhibitions were given
by L./Cpl. Beale, our AllIndia Featherweight
Champion, and L./Cpl. Martin, of the Band, who

won the Welters at Dalhousie, and was runner
up in the AllIndia Championship ; and Pte.
Sheean, winner of the Bantams at Dalhousie,
and Pte. Doyle, who is a coming regimental
boxer.
At the conclusion of the Tournament the
Commanding Officer presented his cup to the
Drums, and also a second cup to the Band.
<$>

»**>«

<>

" C " C O M P A N Y NOTES AND
NEWS.
2nd BATTALION.

THE past month has been rather uneventful as
far as the Company is concerned.
We have completed our musketry course,
and though we have no marksmen this time,
we can boast quite a number of firstclass shots,
the list being headed by Capt. Hamilton and
Sergt. Tong, with a total of 124 points.
Our attention has been occupied lately by
the Brigade Football League matches. We
were not quite so successful as we at first antici
pated. Our team has suffered terribly by the
loss of Cpl. Stonebridge ; but his place has been
taken by Pte. Quick, who, with Pte. Hawkins,
our new centreforward, came out with the last
draft.
The last game of the League was the most
exciting. We were able to play Sergt. Gover
in goal, and Capt. Ripe took the place of Cpl.
Giles at centrehalf. Our right back, Pte.
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Baker, was in hospital with a sprained ankle,
and L./Cpl. Thompson, a recent transfer from
the i/4th Battalion, took his place. In this
match we met our old opponents, " A " Com
pany, and when the final whistle blew we led
by 2 goals to nil.
We are wondering what opportunities we
shall get in Mesopotamia to show what we can
do in the playing fields. That, however, re
mains to be seen, and when we next write for
this paper we hope to give a full account and
detail a few of our experiences in our new
station.

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES,
2nd BATTALION.

THE Mess held their first whist drive and dance

PROGRAMME.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Waltz.
8. Waltz.
OneStep.
9. Saunter.
Maxina.
10. Fox Trot, " On Leave."
Lancers.
11. Waltz Cotillion.
Boston TwoStep. 12. One Step.
Valeta.
13. Ladbrooke.
Missouri Waltz. 14. Twilight Waltz.
Extra—Grand March Flirtation Waltz.
At 12 midnight " The King " was played, and
a most successful and enjoyable evening's
entertainment brought to a close.
SPORTS.
Our members showed up very well at the
sports held on October 27th. R.S.M. Andrews
won the 220 yards in 23 2/5 seCs., the quarter
mile in 53 2/5 sees., and the halfmile in (2 min.
10 sees.
Sergt. Cornwall took second place in the half
mile.
C.S.M. Cook was first in the long jump and
second in the hurdle race. Sergt. Ongley took
third place in the mile. Sergt. Williams came
in fifth in the road race, and Col.Sergt. Sayers
took third place in the high jump.

for the season on Saturday night, October 30th ;
it proved a complete success. An early start
was made—8 p.m.—so as to get through the
rather long programme without breaking into
Sunday. A practice dance was held the pre
vious evening for the members and their wives
only ; this was to get the floor (a flagstone one)
a bit in trim. There were over sixty couples
<$>
'<$>
on the floor at one time, and for the Lancers
thirteen sets, one of which—the " Hobnail " set
—had six pairs. Perhaps you will wonder how CORPORALS' MESS NOTES.
this set got through; well, it does not really
2nd BATTALION.
matter now—they did, and that's an end to it.
The whist drive commenced promptly at
" SALAAM ! " This is our greeting to all who
8 p.m., and fourteen tables were filled, with quite
are acquainted with " The Den" and its
a good few, who were a little late, left in the
members, past and present.
lurch to kick their heels and admire babies, of
On calling our roll, we found many absent.
which there were quite a number present.
Some have been promoted to the Sergeants'
Twelve games were played. The following
Mess ; others have made the great sacrifice in
were the prizewinners :—
the European War, which was the cause of these
Ladies.—(1) Mrs. Whittingham (Buffs) (87)* pages being discontinued.
gold brooch; (2) Mrs. Blackman (Buffs) (16),
Now we recommence by throwing open the
pair photo frames; (3) Mrs. Jackson (Buffs)
doors
of " The Den " to all comers—as long as
(69), trinket box.
they bear one or two stripes on their arms.
Gents.—Sergt. Gloster (R.F.A.) (94), safety
We have now been in sunny Multan a little
razor set; (2) C.S.M. Simon (Buffs) (92), alarum
more
than a year; we have endeavoured to
clock ; (3), Sergt. Robinson (Buffs) (69), air ball.
make our little room a success, and if you look
Being an extremely light sleeper (especially at our latest balance sheet you will find that
about Reveille), the second gents' prize was our efforts have not been in vain.
much appreciated, and seemed as if it had been
Rumours have been rife of late that we are
purposely obtained for the winner ; however,
leaving this station, and are taking a trip into
this was not the case.
the land of Mespot. So we had an idea that we
Mrs. Hill (The Buffs) rendered lively airs on would give our boys a farewell evening, and,
the piano during the drive.
incidentally, a happy time. This took the
The programme for the dance was as under ; form of a whist drive and dance, and was held
the Drums of the Battalion furnished the in the Gymnasium on Wednesday, November
music —,
17th, 1920. We invited the Officers of our own
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regiment, and the N.C.Os. of the 10th and nth
Batteries R.G.A.
Through the. efforts of a wellselected com
mittee, we are pleased to report this as a huge
success. Everything went off very satisfactorily
and without a hitch. The whist drive was left
in the hands of L./Cpl. Stocken and L./Cpl.
Smith acted very efficiently as dance M.C. The
necessary music was supplied by the Drums,
under the supervision of Sgt.Dmr. O'Dell.
They are already famous in this respect by their
exploits at Dagshai; but, needless to say, they
are even more effective in their efforts down
here. All who graced us by their presence on
that evening were of the opinion that it was a
great success, and all agreed that they had
spent a very enjoyable evening. We were sorry
that the Commanding Officer was unable to
be present.
We shall very shortly be saying goodbye to
India. We hope that we shall be able to have
as pleasant a time in Mesopotamia, from where
our next report for these pages will be written.

There are beautiful walks at Mussoorie, where
the plains can be seen fifty miles away. There
is an excellent picture palace with good films,
frequently changed, and comfortable seats.
At the Home are indoor games and plenty of
books to read.
The only means of conveyance are rickshaws
or jampans (better known as " dandies ").
There are some fine buildings, the best being
the Library, the Barracks, where a detachment
of the " Queen's " are stationed, and the Savoy
Hotel. At the Savoy a " social evening " is
given by the Soldiers' Entertainment Committee
every alternate Monday or Wednesday, and
all soldiers on furlough are invited.
The ballroom is where the Afghanistan
Peace Conference was held, and on the wall
are hung the portraits of our King and the
Amir, with the flags, of both nations overhead.
We were also invited to tennis at Silvester,
where we had some fine games on excellent
courts. We arrived back in Multan on
September 5th, after a most enjoyable furlough.
<>

LEAVE AT MUSSOORIE.

2nd BATTALION GAZETTE.

THE other Corporals and myself left Multan on

BIRTHS.
Wife of Sergt. Howard, at Dalhousie, 16/8/20—a
daughter, Patricia Mabel.
Wife of Pte. Pennell, M.M., Dalhousie, 28/9/20—a
daughter, Rose Kathleen.
Wife of Cpl. Farr, at Multan, 3/11/20—a son, Arthur
Charles.
Wife of Pte. Dodd, at Multan, 8/11/20—a daughter,
Doreen Phyllis.
DEATHS.
At Deolali—13040 Pte. Giles, 1/9/20.
At Dalhousie—12361 Cpl. Kennedy, 24/9/20.
At Mussoorie—11392 Pte. Cloke, 20/9/20.
At Multan—John Hurst, son of L./Cpl. Middleton,
23/11/20.

August 5th, and "watched sand" at Lahore.
There we travelled to Sharanpur, where we
changed to a singlegauge line which took us
towards the hills, passing through some of the
most beautiful scenery we had ever seen, and
eventually arriving at the railhead, Dehra Dun,
fourteen miles from our destination.
Here we procured a taxi, in which we drove
as far as Rajpur, after that it was necessary to
walk' or ride. We chose the latter, our kit
being carried by coolies. We arrived at
Mussoorie on the evening of the 7th.
We stayed at the Soldiers' Furlough Home,
where we were very comfortable and only
charged two rupees per diem. The routine
there was:—Breakfast, 9.30 a.m.; tiffin,. 1.30
p.m. ; tea, 4.30 p.m. ; and dinner at 7 p.m.
The following morning it was raining hard,
and we were told it would probably continue
for a week* but after the heat and dryness of
the plains the rain and cool breezes were as
medicine, so we donned our overcoats (which
we had not worn for nearly seven months) and
walked through the Bazaar, and then went to
the skating rink.
We afterwards found some firstclass English
shops, and nearly imagined ourselves at home,
but the prices of all things were appalling.

DEPOT NOTES AND NEWS.
WE all join in offering a hearty welcome to

Lieut. J. R. Willows, G.S.M. Verlander, Cpl.
Dennis, and Cpl. Holding, who have come to
do duty here. We hope that they will find the
air of Canterbury more salubrious than the
" bracing " air of Erin.
We also welcome among us Capt. H. E
Horsfield, M.C., R.E., and Lieut. J. H. Boyd,
R.E., who are to take the draft over to the
shiny East.
Major E. F. Gould, Sgt. Dennis, D.C.M., and
Mr. A. Wildman, D.C.M. (late 4th Buffs),
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represented the regiment at the funeral of the
Unknown Warrior on November nth. They
took part in the procession which was composed
of representatives of all the fighting forces, and
which, during the Great Silence, was grouped
round His Majesty at the unveiling of the
Cenotaph.
We have willingly answered the many calls
that have been made to us to send drummers
to sound the Last Post and Reveille at the
unveiling of the various memorials in the
villages of the county. Although the pre
ponderance of names of Buffs on all the memo
rials is a sad reminder of the heavy toll of the
Great War, we feel a certain pride, too, that
so many of the regiment helped to pave the way
to victory, and that they did not shrink from
the great sacrifice when the call came.
We note that Capt. H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O.,
has extended his sphere of energy in amalga
mating his journal, the ExService Man, with
a new journal, the Service Man. We wish him
every success.
Two important events have taken place
during this month—one, the departure of the
draft of 153 other ranks to join the 2nd Battalion
in Mesopotamia ; the other, the birth of a son
and heir to the Commanding Officer on the eve
of the departure of the draft.
There is only one topic at the Depot at
present—the allimportant topic of furlough.
I expect some of our friends over in Ireland will
retort by saying that we are on perpetual
furlough at Canterbury, but, anyhow, one must
get away some time to see one's mother or
sister, or even another fellow's sister, and one
gets tired of seeing the same girls year in and
year out in this sleepy old place.
By the way, we hear that the Adjutant has
gone crazy on typewriting ; we welcome this
news with joy, as we feel confident that the
flow of " Buffslips " from the orderlyroom will
wane, as he can only manage the machine with
one finger at present.
We also hear that a certain officer has gone
for his month's leave to Paris. We wonder
if he will come back with a little Parisian wife.
Sergts. Taylor, Bennett, and Baker are to
leave us shortly to go on the Permanent Staff
of the 4th Battalion. We are very sorry to lose
them, but at the same time wish them good
luck and congratulation's.
The Regimental Dinner took place at the
Connaught Rooms, London, on the nth, and
was attended by nearly 100 past and present
officers.
On December 2nd, 1920, Major J. Crookenden,
D.S.O., Capt. A. B. Thomson, M.B.E. (Adjutant

ist Battalion), Capt. E. F. D. Strettell (Adjutant
Depot), Lieut. S. J. F. Maiden, R.S.M. Verlander,
Sgt.Dmr. Clayton, and Pte. Raines had the
honour of being presented to our Colonelin
Chief, H.M. King of Denmark, at Buckingham
Palace.
At the time of writing the weather is what
certain persons are pleased to call " seasonable."
(Personally, I prefer my weather " unseason
able.") The present weather is what I prefer
to call " unreasonable." The snow is several
inches deep and has followed on the top of a
severe frost, which caused the majority of the
waterpipes in barracks to burst. The only
place for snow is in Switzerland or on Christmas
cards.
And this reminds me that I commenced this
letter with the intention of wishing you all a
very happy Christmas, and a New Year back
in the Old Country.

FOOTBALL.
DEPOT.

Since writing the last report the Depot have
played four matches, winning three and drawing
one—i.e., October 23rd, Wye College (won,
2—o) ; October 30th, R.A.S.C., Shorncliffe
(drawn, 1—1) ; November 4th, Margate Thurs
day (won, 5—3) ; and November 6th, S.E.C.R.,
Canterbury West (won, 10—0), on Depot
ground.
The following is the report of the S.E.C.R.
match :—
The Depot broke away from the kickoff,
and bombarded the visitors' goal and forced
a corner kick. This was cleared, and the visitors
strongly attacked, but failed to score. After
ten minutes' play the Depot opened the scoring,
Maillard being the scorer. This was followed
by two more goals—one by Sergt. Sidwell, and
the other by L./Cpl. Smith. From this moment
the Depot had complete command of the game ;
the visitors' defence could not hold the home
forwards, whose passing was excellent; three
more goals were added before the whistle blew
for halftime. On resumption, the Depot con
tinued scoring, and the visitors were completely
outplayed, but played a very sporting game,
and they were not sorry when the whistle went
for time. Final score :—Depot, 10 goals ;
S.E.C.R., nil.
The following were the goalscorers in the
abovereported match :—Cpl. (A./Sergt.) Sid
well, 3 ; Sergt. Maillard, 2 ; L./Cpl. Smith, 2 ;
Pte. Edwards, 2 ; and Pte. Cranmer, 1.
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Table up to date :—Matches played, 9 ; won,
; drawn, 2 ; lost, * 1 ; goals for, 33 ; goals
against, 14.
Team.—L./Sergt. Osborne ; L./Cpl. Alldridge,
Pte. Cranmer ; Dmr. Richards, L./Cpl. Crump,
L./Cpl. Adams ; Pte. Drumgold, L./Cpl. Smith,
Sergt. Sidwell, Sergt. Maillard, Pte. Edwards.
6

TOUCHLINE.

HOCKEY.
DEPOT.

LIRST MATCH.

We played our first hockey match against
the ist Bn. M.G.C. at Shorncliffe. The ground
and weather conditions were perfect. Both
teams were very evenly matched, the score at
halftime being 2—1 in our favour. In the
second half the M.G.C. scored their second goal,
the match ending in a draw, 2 all, Dmr. Collier
and L./Cpl. Smith scoring our two goals. The
following were playing : — Lieut. Webster ;
Lieut. Willows, Sergt.Dmr. Clayton ; Sergt.
Taylor, C.S.M. Couchman, Sergt. Sidwell; Cpl.
Corrigan, Dmr. Collier, Pte. Drumgold, L./Cpl.
Smith, and Pte. Wellard.
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third goal, resulting in our losing the match
3—2. Cpl. Corrigan played a brilliant game at
right half. Sergt.Dmr. Clayton scored one
goal, and L./Cpl. Smith the other. The other
names of players besides those already men
tioned are as follows :—Sergt. Sidwell, C.S.M.
Couchman, Sergt. Bennett, Lieut. Willows,
Sergt. Taylor, Pte. Wellard, Pte. Woods, and
Dmr. Collier.
MATCH

V.

HERNE BAY H.C. ON SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 27TH, 1920.

The match commenced at 2.30 p.m. on the
Herne Bay H.C. ground. The match from
the commencement was in our favour. Beyond
a few efforts of our opponents' forwards to get
away, the greater part of the play was in their
half. The ground itself was not good, being
rather rough on the surface, with. a decided
slope down from one goal to another. The
final score was 10—1 in our favour.
The names of the Depot team were as follows :
Capt. Strettell; Lieut. Willows, C.S.M. Couch
man; Sergt. Taylor, Sergt. Bennett, Sergt.
Dmr. Clayton; Cpl. Corrigan, Dmr. Collier,
Pte.Wellard, Dmr. Philpott.
MATCH V. WYE COLLEGE ON WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER IST, 1920, AT THE DEPOT.

The game commenced at 2.30, our side
playing
one man short for the first ten minutes.
On Wednesday, November 3rd, we played a .
return match against the ist Bn. M.G.C. on The College scored their first goal within the
the Depot ground. Owing to the opposing first five minutes, but by halftime we were
team hiring a cheap car, which caught on fire leading by 3—1. Unfortunately, Padre Elliott,
coming over, the match commenced about 3.45. who was playing right back for us, damaged his
Evidently the team was weaker than the one arm just before halftime. Finally, we won by
we previously played there. By halftime we 5 goals to 4. The game was very sticky, and
had scored 4 goals to their 1. The game was we may consider ourselves lucky to have won the
more even in the second half. We scored two match, as the College certainly pressed us during
more goals and they scored one, making the the greater part of the game, and only our
total result 6—2, Sergt.Dmr. Clayton scoring greater weight and hitting power saved us.
three goals, Dmr. Collier two goals, and Pte. Pte. Wellard saved many goals by steady goal
keeping ; also Pte. Woods scored a brilliant goal
Woods one. The following were playing:
from
just inside the circle in the first half.
Pte. Wellard ; C.S.M. Couchman, Sergt. Ben
nett ; Capt. Strettell, Lieut. Willows, Sergt. Sergt.Dmr. Clayton scored two of our goals,
Taylor; Cpl. Corrigan, Sergt. Dennis, Pte. and L./Cpl. Smith and Dmr. Collier scored one
each. The names of the other players were
Woods, Sergt.Dmr. Clayton, Dmr. Collier.
as followsCapt. Strettell, Cpl. Corrigan,
C.S.M. Couchman, Sergt. Taylor, Lieut. Wil
THIRD MATCH.
lows. Cpl. Potter proved an excellent referee
At Wye, on November 10th, we played the quite the best we have so far been able to
College first XI. The game was exceedingly
fast. We scored our first goal in the first five discover in the Depot.
minutes from a penalty corner. The College
then scored two goals in quick succession, their
centreforward deserving special mention as a
firstclass hockey player. We levelled by
scoring another goal in the beginning of the
second half. However, they soon scored a
SECOND MATCH.
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RUNNING.
On Armistice Day a crosscountry run took
place over about five miles between the draft
and the recruits. The first man home was
L./Cpl. Marsh, who has already gained laurels
at running, we understand, when he was with
the ist Battalion. The following was the
result:—
1. L./Cpl. Marsh, draft.
2. Pte. Griffiths, recruit.
3. Pte. Hunt, recruit.
 4. Pte. Taylor, recruit.
5. Pte. Foster, draft.
6. Pte. Bailey, draft.
7. Pte. Phillips, recruit.
8. Pte. Beaney, recruit.
9. .Pte. Friday, recruit.
10. Pte. Gamble, recruit.
11. Pte. Sultan, recruit.
12. Pte. Hird, draft.
It was a pity that more of the draft did not
turn out, as they were not well represented,
but we attribute this to the fact that there were
football and hockey matches taking place at
the same time.
Perhaps our old friend C. B. had a word to
say !

with nine wins. (It is to be regretted that
Pte. Palmer is leaving the regiment in order to
join his stepfather in the Chatham Division of
the Royal Marines, as he had the makings of a
good Buff.)
On the whole, the fighting was very good, if
a little immature. The value of the " feint"
has yet to be realized by the majority of the
competitors, and a good deal of " timing " was
noticeable. The latter is attributable to a lack
of confidence in parrying, and to the very com
mendable desire to "have a whack at one's
opponent " before he hits you.

ENTERTAINMENTS.
A CONCERT IN AID OF THE GARRISON NURSES'
ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, October 28th, a very excellent
concert was held in the Foresters' Hall, the
proceeds of which went to the Garrison Nurses'
Association.
*
It may be well to say here that before the
war the garrison always had a nurse whose duty
it was to look after the welfare of 4he women
and children of the garrison. During the war
<>
<>
the call on trained nurses was so great that we
had to carry on without one, but now that the
RECRUITS' BAYONET
piping times of peace (sic) have come, we have
been extremely fortunate in securing the ser
FENCING COMPETITION.
vices of Nurse Jessop, who, if I as a bachelor
may be permitted to say so, is like a ministering
On Friday, December 3rd, a very successful angel.
Bayonet Fencing Competition for the recruits
Owing to the fact that there were two other
of No. 1 Platoon was held in the Garrison Gym counterattractions in the gay town of Canter
nasium. This was quite an experiment, and bury, we did not secure as big an attendance
proved that it was justified. C.S.M.I. Fisher, at the concert as we might have wished for, and
of the Garrison Physical Training Staff, was consequently the profits were not astoundingly
entirely responsible for their instruction, and large. This, however, did not detract from the
the form shown reflected great credit on his quality of the performance. It would be
methods of instruction and training. As there invidious to select any one person for especial
were about twenty competitors, the competition praise amongst so many distinguished artists
was divided into three pools, under Capt. and artistes, and I will content myself with
Strettell, Lieut. Willows, and Lieut. Boyd, R.E. appending a list of the performers.
one of the officers who conducted the draft to
Miss S. Houghton Davis (soprano) ; Miss
(Mesopotamia). The first two of each pool then Elsie Gledhill (contralto) ; Mr. Arthur Luscock
formed a pool for the final. Each pool was (tenor) ; Mr. Vernon Harris (bass) ; Madame
carried out on the American system, so that it RobinsonAncelle (pianoforte solo) ; Mr. Edgar
took about three hours to decide on the winner. Bate (humorist) ; Mr. H. Holding, O.B.E. ;
A silver and a bronze medal were presented Mrs. H. Fielding; The Misses Fielding (string
to the winner "and the runnerup respectively. quartette) ; Mrs. Reginald Thornton; Miss
The winner of the silver medal was No. 6280333 Alcock (songs at piano).
Pte. Friday, who thoroughly deserved his place,
The 3rd Battalion Band gave two excellent
as he only lost three out of thirteen fights.
selections. Their excellent performances were
Close to him came No. 6280336 Pte. Palmer, highly commented upon by all who heard them..
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Great praise is due to Sergt.Dmr. Clayton for
the energy he has displayed in reorganizing the
band.
C.S.M. Piggott is also to be congratulated on
the assistance which he rendered in helping
to organize the concert. Madame Robinson 
Ancelle, by the way, is the talented and, needless
to say, charming wife of one of the Depot staff.
'<»
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SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES.
DEPOT.

A VERY pleasant afternoon was spent on a
Thursday in October, when the members of the
Sergeants' Mess boarded a motor lorry bound
for Blean Range, each intent in winning the
coveted Reith Cup.
Turf accountants were very busy from about
noon, and from the time the first round was
fired excitement grew more tense, and the
" bookies' " thirst increased.
Fortunately this complaint had been fore
seen, and the necessary arrangements were
made by the caterer to prevent them getting
too hoarse. It was an ideal shooting day when
we were leaving barracks, but on our arrival at
the range the light was bad, especially at 600
yards, when it was difficult to discern the bull's
eye.
Every endeavour was made to make the after
noon a success, and great credit is due to the
committee for the excellent arrangements for
refreshments, etc., which added to the enjoy
ment of the afternoon. The Cup, which was
presented to the Mess by Lieut.Col. R. A. Reith,
had not been fired for since 1913, when it was
won by Sergt. Ashby at Hythe. This is the
first occasion since the war that the competition
has taken place, and C.S.M. Piggott won the
cup and £2 with a score of 59. The second
prize went to Sergt.Master Tailor Alger (silver
spoon), score 57. The third prize went to
L./Sergt. Mount (large wooden spoon), score 19,
due, I believe, to a bad light and strange rifle
(so he said), and the absence of one or two
members who unavoidably could not attend.
Conditions of the shoot were as follows :—
200 yards—one sighter, 7 to count, 8" bull's
eye.
500 yards—one,, sighter, 7 to count, ist Class
figure target.
600 yards—one sighter, 7 to count, ist Class
figure target.
On the following evening a dance was held in
. the Mess, and we had the pleasure of the
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company of Major Gould and Capt. Strettell.
During the interval Major Gould, after a very
appropriate speech and a reminder to the
winner of the cup of the penalty he (the winner)
is under, kindly presented the prizes. Accord
ing to custom, the cup was filled and passed
round the room. But at what a time—during
the interval, everybody there, and after a
dance, too! Fortunates might have said,
" Good sirs, I wish to have riches in such plenty
that I may never know what it is to be too
thirsty as I now find myself."
The following are the scores made by the
competitors at each distance :—
200 500 600 Total.
C.S.M. Piggott
Sergt. Alger
A./C.S.M. Jenkins
L./Sergt. Cox
Sergt. Potter
C.S.M. Couchman...
R.S.M. Holloway ...
Sergt. Bennett
Sergt. Marchant ...
Sergt. Marshall
Sergt.Dmr. Clayton
C.S.M. Bones
Sergt. Dennis
L./Sergt. Beasley ...
Sergt. Morgan
L./Sergt. Sidwell ...
C.Q.M.S. Spearpoint
L./Sergt. Osborne...
L./Sergt. Chandler
Sergt. Legge
C.Q.M.S. Bridgland
C.Q.M.S. Ransley ...
Sergt. Maillard
L./Sergt. Mount ...

23

18
21
21
18
18
20
16
21
20
14

18
19

18
18
17

18
18
20
20
19
16

21

16

15

17
16

18
16

18
16
i&

18
18

18
16
19

16
16
11

15

14

15

14

10
13

18
20

59
57

17

56

17

56

19

54

18

16

54

16

54
52

11

52

12

51

19

49

17

49
49

12

14

48
48
48

13

47
47

14
14

12

12

13
10

6

5
5

5

1

46
42

39
34
21

19
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DEPOT GAZETTE.
BIRTH.
Major J. Crookenden—a son, on 11/12/20.
DEATH.
A./Sergt. R. H. Mais—wife died at Helena Hospital,
Shorncliffe, 29/10/20.
ARRIVALS.
Rev. J. B. Elliott, C.F., arrived at Canterbury on
November 17th for duty at this station, and is attached
to the Depot.
C.S.M. Verlander arrived at the Depot on November
nth from the ist Battalion, and assumed the duties
of Acting R.S.M. from that date.
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Capt. H, Horsfield, M.C., R.E., and Lieut. J. H.
Boyd, R.E., reported at the Depot on October 26th
and are under orders to accompany the 2nd Battalion
draft on embarkation.
Lieut. J. R. Willows has been permanently posted
for a tour of duty at the Depot.

The following donations have already
received :—
Gen. Sir Arthur Paget, G.C.B., etc. £50
Major Parry
...
...
... £2
Miss Baly
...
...
... £1

been
o o
o o
1 o

PENSION.
R.S.M. T. Holloway was discharged to pension on
November 26th.

THE BUFFS WAR MEMORIAL
THE design for the memorial to the illustrious

dead of The Buffs who fell in the Great War
will be a subject of great interest to all Buffs,
past and present, and also to the relatives and
friends of those in The Buffs. All Battalions
are represented in the memorial, including the
Canadian Buffs.
The reredos is under the west window of
the Memorial Chapel. These windows were
put in to commemorate the Crimea, and show
the regimental battle honours and the Dragon
in the stained glass of the period.
The tomb of St. Anselm is seen below in the
centre of the reredos. Those familiar with the
Chapel will know that this venerable tomb in
no way interferes with the harmony of the
reredos. The flanking arches are being reserved
for future regimental memorials, by kind per
mission of the Dean and Chapter.
As for the memorial itself, the material is of
oak. It will be seen that the general design is
in keeping with the rest of the Chapel, and does
not interfere with any ancient stonework (which
dates back to the Norman period)—a point
insisted upon by the Dean and Chapter.
The figures represent St. George, the fighting
saint of earth ; St. Michael, the heavenly saint
of peace, and the saint to whom the Warriors'
Chapel is dedicated ; and, thirdly, St. Paul, the
Patron Saint of London, the birthplace of the
regiment. The shields of the saints appear over
their heads, and will be coloured.
The badges of the regiment are shown—the
Sun in Splendour, the White Horse, the Rose
and Crown, the Dragon. The actual height
of the Dragon will be about 8 inches.
The battle honours will be shown on the
scrolls, as indicated, and on more scrolls below,
on a line below the Sun in Splendour and the
White Horse.

4th BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
(Cuttings from the " Kentish Gazette and
Canterbury Press.")
THE TERRITORIALS.
CANTERBURY RECRUITING WEEK.
During the week October 25th to 30th Canter
bury held a Territorial Recruiting Week, which,
thanks to the enthusiasm of the Mayor (Capt.
H. G. James) and others, met with consider
able success. To mark the event flags were
flying from the public buildings, while on
Monday evening the band of The Buffs paraded
the town, finishing up at the Drill Hall, where
a public meeting was held. The Mayor was
supported on the platform by Colonel Kentish
(a member of the Army Sports Control Board),
Capt. H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O., Major Howard
Smith, and Messrs. G. R. Barrett, C. Mattocks,
F. P. Carroll, J. Topliss, Warwick, and others.
Some rousing addresses were given, and as a
result a good number of enrolments were made.
The Mayor, in reference to the reconstruc
tion of the Territorial Force, submitted that
what they did at Canterbury would go a long
way towards giving a lead to East Kent, and
probably the rest of the county. Therefore
he was anxious that the city should come out
on top and be the first Kentish Company.
Here came the chance for the lads who were
too young to go in the army when the war
was on. The Territorials, by their aid to the
Regular Army after the Marne in holding
the trenches during the winter of 191516 before
the first Kitchener's Army could be trained and
sent out, had justified their existence as no
other force had done in the country. That
was the reason they ought to join—because it
was a force to be proud of, and The Buffs were
a regiment to be proud of.
Capt. Baird said that meeting rather re
minded him of August, 1914, when his first
job was to help in an East Kent recruiting
campaign. Enthusiasm was then at a high
pitch, and they got many recruits. Capt.
Baird, having alluded to the appalling loss of
the flower of their race, said in their scheme
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of reconstruction they should take every step
to insure that such an appalling catastrophe
should never happen again. The Territorial
Army was not only a home defence ; it was
also an Imperial defence. England had always
relied on a Volunteer force, and they were
not going to fail now. He did hope East Kent
would give a lead and be at the top of the
Territorial recruiting returns. At the moment
they were only third, being beaten by the
Midlands and the southwest of England.
Several employers had responded by offering
every facility, and he had heard only that day
of a Canterbury employer who had decided to
send a personal letter to each of his employees
suggesting that if he wished to join up he could
have the fortnight's holiday for training, and
with half wages in addition to any Army pay
and allowances. That was a fine example, and
he was confident it would be followed by other
East Kent and Canterbury employers.
Major Howard Smith and Colonel Kentish
also addressed the gathering.
As a result of the Mayor's appeal, 30 men
came forward and enrolled, many of them
exService men with decorations.

FINAL RALLY.

There was a final demonstration on Saturday
evening, November 6th, to mark the close of
the special recruiting week at Canterbury—
though, of course, it is anticipated that for
some time to come the enrolments for the
4th Buffs will busily continue. The band of
the Buffs' Depot paraded in the city, and
the colours of the 4th Buffs were carried,
among the escort being several of the Bat
talion's recent recruits. Major Howard Smith
(the Battalion Adjutant) was in charge of the
parade. The Mayor of Canterbury (Councillor
James) addressed a largelyattended openair
meeting near the Westgate, and in a stirring
speech he 'explained what the colours symbol
ized. His Worship first described how in the
old feudal times the Chief or Lord hoisted his
standard in battle as a rallying point for his
troops. Referring to the King's Colour, the
Mayor emphasized that this also symbolized
a call for service, and he invited the men of
Canterbury to rally round the colour of the 4th
Buffs and the King's Colour.
Several recruits were enrolled during the
evening, and during the week we understand
about 100 men joined the 4th Buffs and the
Royal Field Artillery (Territorials)—an excel
lent nucleus for the local Territorial units.

5th BATTALION NOTES AND
NEWS.
RECRUITING MEETING AT
GOUDHURST.
A recruiting meeting in connection with the
" D " Company 5th Buffs was held in the
Parish Hall on Wednesday week. Mr. J. A.
Druce, who presided, said it was necessary and
highlyexpedient that the old county regiment
should be revived. The War Office had decided
that the Territorial Force should be re
established. It was to be a Territorial
Force' for defensive purposes for the United
Kingdom, and the men could not be sent
out of the United Kingdom without an Act
of Parliament first being passed. His Majesty
had invited the various authorities to exercise
their powers to obtain men, and it was
by virtue of his office as chairman of the
Cranbrook Union District that he occupied the
chair that evening. Various areas had been
defined, and the audience were particularly
interested in the " C " Company (Hawkhurst)
and the "D" Company (Goudhurst and
Horsmonden). The response in Goudhurst
to the call had not at present been up to what
was expected. The chairman appealed to the
ladies present to use their influence to get the
men to join up, and he was certain they could
be of considerable assistance.
Colonel Stuart said that a Territorial Army
was now wanted more than before the war.
Because we have floored Germany, it is no
reason to suppose that the Army was not
wanted now. Staffing and training the Terri
torial Force was an integral part of the Army.
Employers should encourage their men to come
forward, and should promise their support and
prove that they had the movement at heart,
and that their men will in no way be handi
capped through joining.
Colonel E. W. Hussey, V.D. (Hon. Colonel
of the Regiment), said he was glad to do any
thing he possibly could to promote the success
of recruiting in this part of the world, and he
heartily congratulated Goudhurst and the
" neighbouring parishes on the gallant conduct
of their representatives who went out to the
war. He congratulated himself on the great
honour he had in serving in the same battalion
as Colonel Body, who had fought so nobly and
so well in leading the 5th Buffs in Mesopotamia.
It was their duty to see that those deeds were not
done in vain. Goudhurst had been strongly
represented in the old Territorial Force, and
he hoped they would again do the best they
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could. It was easier now for men to attend
drills, hours of work are shorter, halfholidays
more common, and there are greater facilities
than in the old days to find time for the neces
sary training. Colonel Hussey appealed to all
employers to favour the movement among their
men, and to encourage them to join by promising
them facilities for going to camp and drill, and
by making the movement popular in public
opinion.
LieutenantColonel Body, D.S.O., O.B.E.
(Officer Commanding), said it was certain that
we must have either a voluntary or a conscript
system. He appealed to those who had already
served in the Battalion not to sit down and see
it go under, but to set a good example and keep
the old battalion going, as, if they remained,
they would secure younger men. Young men
would now find a camp a combine of work and
pleasure with a large percentage of amusement
and play. The speaker urged men, unless they
returned to the same branch of the service as
they were in previously, to come into the 5th
Buffs and he assured them that they " couldn't
do better."
Major B. L. Birley, D.S.O. (adjutant), said
that the Special Reserve, the old Militia force,
was gone, and they were waiting for the Terri
torial Force to fill the gap. They were also
waiting to see if they could not recruit up to
establishment strength two battalions of the
Buffs, which were very low. The 5th Battalion
had not recruited up to the strength of the
establishment.
Sir C. J. Jessel, Bart., said that volunteering
was somewhat of a picnic in the old days, but no
more efficient captain ever graced the 5th Bat
talion of the Buffs than Colonel Hussey, who
still had two brothers in the Regular Army. One
of these told the speaker that the best soldier
of the family was Eddie (Colonel Hussey), and
there was formerly no more efficient company
in that battalion than his. If the leading
people in Goudhurst would once give the neces
sary push to this movement there would be no
difficulty in recruiting the men.
A vote of thanks was passed to the chairman
and the speakers, and discussion followed. It
was stated that the men's remuneration would
be as follows :—10s. for musketry; a bounty
£4 > various allowances now called marriage
allowances ; 2s. gd. per day and rations. This
would leave a £1 a week for pocketmoney.
There was also £3 for men who qualify,
besides a suit of clothing and two pairs of
gaiters. The scheme of sports to be the same
as in the Regular Army.

HOME COUNTIES FIELD
AMBULANCE.
THIS Field Ambulance was formed at the birth

of the Territorial Army from a detachment
of the Maidstone Bearer R.A.M.C. Volunteers
by Major Henchley, D.S.O., with headquarters
at Canterbury, and attachments at Ashford,
Whitstable and Folkestone. When war was
declared in 1914 the unit was carrying out
its annual training on Salisbury Plain, under
the command of LieutenantColonel Hamilton.
Training was suddenly finished, and the unit
assembled at Canterbury and was made up to
establishment. It is interesting to note that
this Field Ambulance was the first troop to be
billeted in Canterbury during the war. From
Canterbury it proceeded to Sandwich, where,
under canvas and war conditions, its training
and reorganisation were completed. From this
district it proceeded to Winchester in November,
1914, for the concentration of the 27th Division,
which consisted of Regular Artillery and In
fantry from India and China, the P.P.C.L.I,
from Canada, and R.Es. from Wessex Division
(T.F.), Ammunition Column, R.A.S.C., and
R.A.M.C., from the Home Counties Division
(T.F.).
Embarking on December 21st, the unit landed
at Havre up to strength in horses and men
with the following officers :—LieutenantColonel
Hamilton, Major Flint, Major Alston, Capt.
Willan, Capt. Vaughan Williams, Capt. Hollis,
Lieuts. Dundas, Morris, Cairns, and Harris
(Quartermaster). After a short stay at Argues,
near St. Omer, they marched up to the front,
the Division entering the 5th Corps of the 2nd
Army, and taking over the sector south of
Ypres from the French.
Whilst billeted in Boeschepe, Lieut.Colonel
Hamilton was thrown from his horse and was
invalided home with a broken collarbone,
Major Flint assuming command.
The unit marched on Easter Sunday, 1915^
into Ypres, and opened a dressing station in
the somewhat battered civil hospital. In the
last week of April came the second Battle of
Ypres, and the Division suffered several casu
alties, the ambulance collecting and treating
gassed and wounded cases, from French, Cana
dian, and many British Divisions. After the
battle, at which Capt. Hollis was wounded, the
ambulance moved to Poperinghe, using a large
college as a dressing station. The coolness of
Major Flint and his nursing section at this town
was the admiration of everyone* The diffi
culties of carrying out their duties, together
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with the evacuation of patients under heavy
bombardment, were tremendous. The advanced
dressing station was in cellars ih the Menin
road, and at the dressing station first in and
later just outside Poperinghe four bearers were
killed, and an officer, a sergeant and six bearers
wounded in action. Three D.C.Ms, and three
M.Ms, were awarded later to six members of
the unit.
In May, 1915, a move was made to the quieter
sector in front of Armentieres, changing places
with the 6th Division in the 3rd Corps of the ist
Army. Here the unit was unfortunate in losing
Major Flint through illness. Major Martin
then took command and quickly gained a place
in the innermost hearts of his unit.
In September a further move to the south
of the Somme was made, the Division taking
over from the French and entering the 12th
Corps of the 3rd Army, and in October for the
first time it went into rest as Army Reserve.
It was on the way south that Lieut.Colonel
Martin was obliged to leave for hospital. Major
Willan was given the command, Capt. Dtmdas
being appointed to M.O.H., Dieppe, and Staff
Sergeant Mather was promoted to Quarter
master  Sergeant, later becoming Sergeant
Major.
Orders then came for the whole 12th Corps
to equip for Salonika, and the fine Kentish
draught horses of this Field Ambulance, which
helped the Transport Section to sweep the
board in competition with four other Field
Ambulances at Erquinghem, had to be changed
for mules., The unit, however, was honoured
by being selected to instruct in turn the per
sonnel of three new Army Field Ambulances in
front line work.
The unit landed at Salonika on December
nth, 1915, and with an establishment raised
to 420 all ranks and 268 horses and mules was
in position with the 82nd Infantry Brigade,
guarding the passage between Lakes Langaza
and Beshin. It was in this area that the diffi
culties of transporting wounded over the moun
tainous country or through the swamps became
a menace unequalled in the annals of the war.
Mule transport necessitated the training of all
the bearer section in the care of mules and the
loading of pack transport. But very quickly
this was done, and in addition improvised
methods of transporting sick and wounded were
carried out in this unit, which received more
than official recognition ; in fact, the " travois "
and " litters " made out of wood cut on the
spot/knocked and bound together with next
to nothing, were inspected, tried, approved and
commended by patients, G.O.C., and the
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SurgeonGeneral. Mule transport was increased
and the R.A.M.C. men were relieved of their
mules, in most instances with regret, and
their places taken by Cypriot (native of Cyprus)
muleteers.
Many were the ingenious ideas .which evolved
in this unit. The fat and solder reclaimer
was built from mud and two tins, by which an
average of 35 lbs. of solder was reclaimed
monthly from empty bullybeef tins and huge
quantities of fat obtained from waste, camp
refuse being used as fuel. Charcoal burning on
an extensive scale was carried out by this unit.
This industry arose through the limitations of
charcoal supplies for hospital heating, and
developed to such an extent that it was able to
supplement very largely the divisional A.S.C.
supplies for all ranks.
The necessity of fresh vegetables created the
local cultivation by units, and this Field Ambu
lance, in addition to the vegetable garden, put
in oats, maize, and barley. The mules were
trained to draw the ploughs. The harrow was
made of railway sleepers, into which iron tent
pegs were driven, and the roller was a Greek
marble v column affixed to the travois shafts.
These, in Kentish men's hands, produced crops
unequalled in Kent.
A noble work was carried out in the anti
malarial campaign. Men who had hardly seen
a microscope soon became expert spotters of
malarial germs in the thousands of bloodsmears
which were examined in this unit. The mos
quitoproof hospital was the culmination of the
skill of the craftsmen (under the direction of
Q.M.S. Ingleton), who did so much, not only
to make this Field Ambulance THE field am
bulance in official eyes, but the " Home away
from home " to the malariastricken or wounded
soldier of the Macedonian Army.
Visitors from the base or England were
always, astonished at the perfection and effi
ciency of the arrangements of this unit in so
forward a line. The shining copper boilers, gen
eral cleanliness and smartness of the kitchen
and laundry were the envy of matrons from
our base hospitals, whilst the cooks themselves
were, from training before and during the war,
masters of their calling. This Field Ambulance's
method of fireproofing and camouflaging biv
ouac mosquito nets was adopted by the Division,
and a school of instruction in this improvised
art of dyeing was ordered to be formed in the
unit, which was done.
In September, 1916, the unit moved up for
the fighting on the Struma. Thence onwards
the 27th Division held the 40mile sector from
the Seres road eastwards to the sea, and the
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time was fully occupied between the fighting
by antimalarial work, charcoal burning, and
cultivating about 20 acres of land.
In the operations towards the end of 1918
three more bearers' were wounded, and an
officer won the M.C. and two bearers the M.M.
In April, 1916, the Division moved westwards
and reentered the 12th Corps from the 16th,
taking over finally from the French west of
the Vardar River. Here Capt. Harris left the
unit, being promoted to Major with command
of Depot medical stores,' and Sergt.Major
Mather was gazetted Quartermaster with rank
of Lieutenant.
In September the final operations started
with a successful attack by the 82nd Infantry
Brigade on the Bulgar position opposite, and
the fight later becoming general, the enemy
line was turned and broken. Another officer
won the M.C. and two more M.Ms, were gained,
and later some foreign decorations were awarded
for gallantry to members of the unit, which
suffered some casualties in wounded from shell
fire. Lieut.Colonel Willan, D.S.O., was in
valided, and Lieut.Colonel Sturrock, D.S.O.,
took command.
In the pursuit, the Ambulance moved into
Serbia and right up into the heart of Bulgaria,
till the Armistice, then back through the Rupel
Pass to Salonika to embark and pass through
the Dardanelles, where one section was com
posed of Indians, past Constantinople, across
the Black Sea to Batum in the Caucasus ; and
from there the remainder came home in driblets
for disembodiment.
Much more could be written of the doings
of the unit in Macedonia, of its successes (9
prizes) in the 27th Divisional Horse Show in
1917, of its second place in the Divisional Cross
country Race in 1918 for teams of fifty, of its
faithful dog Jack, a volunteer from Ramsgate
in September, 1914, which never left the unit
till he was killed at Dimitric in 1918 while on
guard, having been previously wounded in
action.
Before closing a few words must be written
in honour and everlasting memory of one of the
old Transport Sergeants, the late Major E.
Mannock, V.C., D.S.O., two bars, M.C. and bar,
etc., R.F.A., who hurried back from Constanti
nople to join his old Field Ambulance, but
being too late to get the post he transferred first
to the R.Es. and then to the R.F.C., becoming
before death in battle one of the greatest fight
ing heroes of this the greatest of all wars.
<$>'
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MILITARY FUNERAL AT
CLAPHAM.
REQUIEM MASS AT ST. MARY'S.
ON Saturday morning a solemn Requiem Mass
was celebrated at St. Mary's Church, Clapham
Park Road, for Ernest Henry Hall, D.C.M.,
BandCorporal of the ist Bn. The Buffs, and
soninlaw of Mr. and Mrs. Peall, Liston Road,
the deceased, a very popular and promising
young soldier, having recently been killed in
ambush at Fermoy, co. Cork. The late Cpl.
Hall had been fourteen years in the Army, went
all through the Great War, and was for eome
time with the Army of Occupation on the
Rhine. The body was brought over to England,
and was met at Paddington on Friday night by
some fifty members of the Coldstream Guards,
who escorted it to Clapham, and on Saturday
provided the guard and firing party. There
was a large congregation at St. Mary's, including
Col. Lucas, of Fermoy; Capt. Thomson,
Adjutant ist Bn. The Buffs ; Lieut. S. J. F.
Maiden, Depot The Buffs ; BandSergt. Denny,
and a number of the deceased's old comrades,
together with three bandsmen from Kneller
Hall. Many of the floral tributes were very
beautiful, the widow's offering being a cross
which stretched the full length of the coffin.
The celebrant at Mass was the Rev. Father
Peall, brotherinlaw of deceased, and the
deacon and subdeacon were respectively the
Rev. Father Nolan and the Rev. Father Mc
Quade. The choir consisted of the Redemp
torist Fathers, under the leadership of Mr.
Sewell, the organist and choirmaster, whilst the
Rev. Father Hull performed the Absolution at
the end of the Mass. The interment took place
at Streatham Cemetery, Garratt Lane.
THE FLORAL TRIBUTES.

" With everlasting love from your broken
hearted Aggie " ; "In loving memory of our
dear brother, from Edie and Trix " ; " From
Ma and Dad " ; " From Edie and Ollie " ;
"From Tress, Maud, and John"; "In affec
tionate memory, from Aunts Ann and Lizzie
and Uncle Jim " ; " With heartfelt sympathy,
from Colonel and Mrs. McDouall " ; " With
deepest  sympathy, from the Officers, ist Bn.
The Buffs " ; " With deepest sympathy, from
the Officers, N.C.Os., and Men, ' B' Company,
ist Bn. The Buffs " ; " From the Bandmaster
and family, ist Bn. The Buffs, Fermoy";
" From the Warrant Officers and Sergeants,
ist Bn. The Buffs, Fermoy " ; " With deepest
sympathy for an old comrade, from the Band,
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ist Bn. The Buffs, Fermoy" ; " From the
hoys of 6 Platoon " ; "A tribute of sincerest
sympathy, from Charlie and Josie " ; " With
deepest sympathy, from Pte. and Mrs.
Saunders" ; " From N.C.Os. and men of
' D ' Company, in loving memory " ; " From
Warrant Officers, N.C.Os. and men of ' C'
Company, with deepest sympathy for an
old comrade. In loving memory " ; " With
Fermoy district R.I.C.'s deepest sympathy " ;
" With deepest sympathy from Mrs. Cook, Mrs.
Allen, Mrs. Wale, Mrs. Brardforth Griffith, and
Mrs. Milton " ; " From ' A ' Company, ist
Bn. The Buffs: 'A, thought for one who
passed away in answering duty's rally, Who,
resting in the great Beyond, awaits the great
reveille ' " ; " With deepest sympathy, from
the Military Foot Police, Fermoy " ; " With
deepest sympathy, from the Officers, Depot
The Buffs, Canterbury " ; " From the Warrant
Officers, StaffSergeants and Sergeants, Depot
The Buffs " ; " From all ranks of 'A' Com
pany, Depot The Buffs " ; " From all ranks of
' B ' Company, Depot The Buffs " ; " From all
ranks of the Detachment, ist Bn. The Buffs,
Canterbury " ; " With sincerest sympathy, from
Staff Sergt.Major and Mrs. Patterson " ; " With
deepest sympathy, from the Officers of 2nd
Brigade R.F.A." ; " With deepest sympathy,
from No. 2 Squadron, R.F.A." ; "In loving
memory, from ' B' Company, ist Bn. The
Buffs " ; " With sincere sympathy, the Drum
mers, ist Bn. The Buffs " ; " From friends at
Harrods " ; " With heartfelt sympathy, from
Mr. and Mrs. Donovan and family " ; " From
Joan " ; " With heartfelt sympathy, from the*
lady members of the Dance Club, Fermoy";
" From a friend."
The funeral arrangements were very effi
ciently carried out by Mr. J. Marshall, under
taker, 5, Alphonsus Road, Clapham Park Road.
<$>

<§>

FUNERAL OF BANDSMAN
GAMMON.
THE body of Bandsman Gammon, murdered in

Ireland on November 25th, 192c, was conveyed
to England and taken to his home in Ramsgate,
Kent. The funeral took place at Ramsgate on
December 4th.
The cortege left Mrs. Gammon's house
(13, Cottage Road, Ramsgate) at 2 p.m. The
coffin, covered by a Union Jack, on which was
placed a steel helmet and a waistbelt and side
arms, was borne on a guncarriage drawn by
a team of black horses, at the head of which
was a sergeant of the 236th Battery R.F.A.

(T.F.). In front of the procession was a firing
party of twenty other ranks of the Depot, and
the band of the 3rd Battalion. Immediately
in rear were the chief mourners, among whom
were L./Cpl Coleman and Dmr. Snelling, of the
ist Battalion, who came over with the body from
Ireland ; and behind them a contingent of the
236th Battery R.F.A. (T.F.) and of the Rams
gate Comrades of the Great War, bearing the
many wreaths sent by the deceased's friends.
After a short service in the church the procession
made its way to the cemetery, which is situated
at the top of the hill at the other end of the
town.
In spite of the very inclement weather, a
large crowd of people were waiting at the
cemetery, and joined on to the throng of people
who were already following the cortege—proof
in itself of the great popularity of Bandsman
Gammon.
After the last funeral rites had been per
formed, three volleys were fired over the grave
as a last salute to our murdered comrade. The
familiar notes of the Last Post then proclaimed
that our friend had found his last restingplace
on this earth, and that we should not see him
again until the Last Reveille.
Amongst the many floral tributes were
wreaths from :—The Officers, ist Bn. The Buffs ;
All Ranks, " B " Company, ist Bn. The Buffs ;
the Warrant Officers and Sergeants, ist Bn.
The Buffs ; the Officers, Depot The Buffs ; the
Warrant Officers and Sergeants, Depot The
Buffs ; All Ranks " A " Company, Depot The
Buffs ; All Ranks " B " Company, Depot The
Buffs; All Ranks Detachment, ist Bn. The
Buffs, Canterbury.
Great thanks are due to Lieut.Col. Hon.
H. R. Scarlett, D.S.O., Commanding the 3rd
Home Counties Brigade, R.F.A. (T.F.), and the
officers and other ranks of the 236th Battery,
R.F.A. (T.F.), for their willing cooperation in
providing a guncarriage and a team of horses ;
and also to the Ramsgate Comrades of the
Great War for their act of comradeship in
coming forward to help carry the many wreaths.
Among those who were present were Major.
J. Crookenden, D.S.O. ; Capt. E. F. D. Strettell;
R.S.M. Verlander; and exC.S.M. Jefferies.
<>»

THE CALCUTTA CUP.
CUP'S ORIGIN—A TALE OF RUGBY
IN INDIA.
BY ONE OF THE DONORS.

WE have received the following interesting
account of the origin of the Calcutta Cup.
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The writer, aged nineteen, arrived in Calcutta
towards the end of December, 1872, His first
day he played in a cricket match ; the next,
which was Christmas Day, was devoted to
Rugby football! It was a scratch game played
on the Calcutta Maidan to the south of Govern
ment House. A middleaged man in a grey
flannel shirt followed up most energetically and
dropped a beautiful'goal. It was C. E. Bernard,
an old Rugbeian, who later on became the
LieutenantGovernor of Burma.
The game on Christmas Day was such a
success that the C.F.C. was at once started.
The difficulty was to arrange outside matches,
and we soon got tired of the usual Club games.

revive the annual struggle, suggested to the
late Arthur Guillemard that a formal applica
tion might perhaps be made to the Rugby Foot
ball Union for the Cup to be returned to India,
as it was apparently becoming a " derelict "
in this country ! However, the " strife " came
to an end, and the Calcutta Cup once more
appeared upon the scene.
The C.F.C. was resuscitated in 1884, and has
been going strong ever since. It is to be hoped
that the Cup, with the two fat cobras climbing
up the sides, may sometimes inspire a kindly
thought for the donors—the old C.F.C.

THE BUFFS AND THE GAME.

When the Buffs came to Calcutta, the C.F.C.
roused themselves to greater efforts, for several
of the officers joined the Club and were keen
players. The C.F.C. played the" Buffs three
times, and as not a single goal was kicked in
any of the matches it can be imagined what
hard games they were. The Buffs played five
officers and ten stalwart Tommies, and we for
wards had a very strenuous time. We were
quicker behind the scrummage than they were,
though they had poor Bobby Kekewich, who
in those days ran like a hare. Leslie, Hickson,
Ommaney, and Home were some of the officers
who played for the regiment.
After some years members of the old Club
began to give up playing football, and lawn
tennis, which had recently started, offered
counterattractions, so that the C.F.C. fell on
evil days. It was finally decided to wind up
the Club, which had kept many of us youngsters
fit in wind and limb for several seasons. Our
captain, G. A. James Rothney, was a very
hard player in the scrummage, and never tired.
Many of the members had belonged to the
leading clubs at home. Thanks to our ener
getic treasurer, H. J. Frew, there was no lack
of funds, and the question arose as to what was
to be done with our cash balance, consisting of
over five hundred rupees !
BANQUET

V.

CUP.

Some were for a final banquet, but the C.F.C
were not doomed to perish ingloriously and be
forgotten. It was ultimately decided to pur
chase a handsome cup of Indian workmanship
and send it Home (with a big H), to be played
for annually in a match between England and
Scotland. (At that time Ireland and Wales
were still undiscovered !) This was the origin
of the Calcutta Cup in about the year 1879.
During the time when the International
match was in abeyance the donors, hoping to

HISTORIC BUFFS OF NOBLE
ORIGIN.
SPLENDID TRADITIONS OF FAMOUS
REGIMENT WILL BE UPHELD BY
NAMESAKE.
GIVEN SIGNAL HONOUR.
HUNDRED AND NINETYEIGHTH HAS
PERMISSION TO WEAR DRAGON
BADGE.
BY A. W. BLUE.
ONE of the battalions in Canada which had a
history other than developed in the recent war
is the 198th, the Canadian Buffs, commanded
by Lieut.Col. John A. Cooper. This battalion
bears the name of a regiment which had its
beginning in England in the year 1572, and took
part in the war which was being waged in
Holland to protect that country from the
attacks of Philip of Spain.
Col. Cooper, who was called on to form the
198th Battalion, thought that there was no
inspiration to join a battalion which was merely
No. 198, so he obtained official permission from
the authorities in England to have his battalion
called the Canadian Buffs. This permission
was obtained from the Commanding Officer of
The Buffs, and recently royal consent was
granted for the use of the Dragon badge, which
allows this battalion the same status as the old
historic Kentish regiment.
A special privilege accorded to this regiment
is that of marching through the city of London
with band playing and colours flying.
The
Canadian Buffs will be granted the same when
they enter the precincts of old London. This
special favour has been shown to The Buffs as
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a recognition of the services of the regiment in
defending the city at different periods in
history, and to no other regiment with the
exception of the household regiments has'this
favour been granted.
Col. Cooper, who is in command of the
Canadian Buffs, is a wellknown Toronto man.
Before taking command of his battalion he
was editor and manager of the Canadian Courier.
He has had twentyseven years' service in the
Queen's Own Regiment of this city. He was
called in February to form a battalion, and at
the present time The Buffs have over one
thousand men, and are rapidly approaching
full strength.
ORIGIN OF BUFFS.

The Third Regiment of Foot, or The Buffs,
owes its origin to the old City of London Train
Bands, and was organized in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth. Sir Philip Sidney was the first
commander, that famous gentleman and poet
who won undying honour by his generous act
when wounded on the battlefields of the
Netherlands ; he was on the point of raising a
cup of cooling water to his parched lips, and
noticed the longing eyes of a dying soldier
directed to the glass ; he promptly gave ii to
the soldier, with the words, " Take it; thy
necessity is greater than mine." As a result
of the service performed in crushing the designs
of Philip of Spain, it was for many years known
as the Holland Regiment. In the year 1665
the name " Buffs " was first applied on account
of the character of the uniform worn, which
consisted of a tightfitting tunic, leather gaiters,
and a picturesque hat, all in buff colour.
The regiment has served in all the wars in
which England has been engaged during the
past three hundred years, and has shared in
scores of battles, always with credit to itself
and its country. The Spanish Armada was
the occasion for heroic action by The Buffs.
Later, in the reign of Queen Anne, they shareji
in the wars with Louis XIV of France, when
Marlborough was the great leader that England
produced to lead her armies to victory. The
Buffs were in the Battles of Blenheim, Ramillies,
Qudenarde, and Malplaquet. At the Battle of
Malplaquet, in the year 1710, the regiment, led
by the Duke of Argyle, and fighting desperately,
won its Way past the frowning cannon and over
the entrenchments of the foe, who fled in dismay
before the onslaught.
As a signal mark of distinction, the badge of
the Dragon was awarded by the Sovereign to
the regiment for its gallantry. In all England's
campaigns The Buffs have always contributed
their share, and in the present war have con

tributed no less than seventeen battalions to
the cause; and the Canadian Buffs will share
in all the glory and renown of this historic regi
ment when they take their place on Europe's
battlefields. The Buffs are still needing men,
and any young man who desires the inspiration
of tradition to enable him to fight his best will
obtain it with the Canadian Buffs.
(From a Canadian paper.—ED.)
<>»
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RED LETTER DAYS.
Nov

1. 2nd Battalion relieved at E>aken
laagte and marched to Brugspruit,
1901.
ist Battalion meet 6th Battalion at
Grand Bouret, France, 1917.
6. Gen. Right Hon. Sir Arthur Paget,
G.C.B.,
K.C.V.O.,
appointed
Colonel of the Regiment, 1914.
8. 2nd Battalion wrecked in St. Lau
rence, near Cape of Good Hope, !
1876.

9. Action at Bothaville, M.I. Company,
2nd Battalion engaged, 1900.
10. Victorious passage of the Nivelle
River by the Duke of Wellington,
1813. Regiment engaged.
11. Armistice signed by Germany, 1918.
12. 2nd Battalion left Salonica, 1918.
13. Action at Sheriffmuir, 1715. Regi
mentengaged.
14. 2nd Battalion arrived at Constanti
nople, 1918.
16. 2nd Battalion left Bombay for
Europe to take part in the Great
War, 1914.
17. Action at Balmoral, 1900.
20. Opening of the Battle of Cambrai,
1917. ist Battalion engaged, in
cooperation with " B " Battalion,
Tank Corps.
22. Battle of Cambrai. ist Battalion
captured Noyelles, 1917.
24. ist Battalion relieved by ist King's
Shropshire Light Infantry in
trenches east of Bois Grenier,
after having been in the same
trenches for four weeks and six
days.
25. Lock Bridge defended by " B " Com
pany, ist Battalion, 1917.
27. ist Battalion occupied the Agrah
Pass, Utman Khel country, and
the tribesmen surrendered 800
guns, 1897.
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Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by Appointment to
The Buffs
Royal Scots Fusiliers
Royal Welch Fusiliers
South Wales Borderers
Scottish Rifles
East Surrey Regiment
Border Regiment
Royal Sussex Regiment

Hampshire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
South Lancashire Regiment
Essex Regiment
Sherwood Foresters
The Loyal Regiment (North
Lancashire)

Royal Berkshire Regiment
King's Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry
Middlesex Regiment
Durham Light Infantry
Royal Munster Fusiliers
London Rifle Brigade
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
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i.
2.
3.
4.
8.
9.
12.
13.
15.

ist Battalion reinforced lines Gonne
lieu to La Vaquerie in Battle of
Cambrai, 1917.
H.M. King George V inspected two
companies of the Battalion in
France, 1914.
Halfontein Mill captured and de
stroyed by 2nd Battalion, 1900.
Repulse of the Spaniards at an assault
on Ostend, 1601. Regiment en
gaged in defence.
Earl of Forfar, Colonel of the Regi
ment, died from wounds, 1715.
Lisle, the capital of French Flanders,
surrendered to the British, 1708.
Regiment engaged.
John, Earl of Musgrave, appointed
Cojonel of the Regiment, 1673.
Action of th^ River Nive, 9th to 13th,
1813. Regiment engaged.
2nd Battalion mobilization com
pleted for South African War,
1899.

16.
17.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

26.

29.
30.

ist Battalion crossed the frontier
into Germany, and billeted at
Malmedy, 1918.
ist Battalion at Eisenborn Lager,
Germany, 1918.
ist Battalion at Kalter Her Berg,
1918.
ist Battalion at Dreiborn, Germany,
1918.
2nd Battalion embarked for South
African War in s.s. Gaika, 1899.
2nd Battalion arrived in England on
its way to the Great War, 1914.
2nd Battalion transferred the whole
of its men to the ist Battalion and
a recruiting company formed,
1815.
Six men per company of the Regi
ment ordered to embark on board
the Fleet to serve as marines,
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"THE DRAGON."
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TO OUR READERS ABROAD.
To save you the time, trouble, and expense
involved in forwarding THE DRAGON to your
relations and friends, the Editor undertakes to
do it for you.
On the receipt of at least six months' sub
scriptions—i.e., 15s. per year and 7s. 6d. per
six months—the numbers will be forwarded
regularly, post free, if you furnish the address
when you write.
One copy or more can, of course, be sent to
any one address, provided subscriptions at the
rate of is. per additional copy are forwarded.
The Editor would be glad if N.C.Os. and men
leaving the Regiment would send him their
addresses, so that their copies of THE DRAGON
may be forwarded on to them.
Our readers are asked to deal, whenever
possible, with our advertisers. The advertise#
ments inserted are a great help in maintaining'
THE DRAGON, and advertisers naturally look
for results when going to the expense of paying
for advertisements.

1673.
Will subscribers kindly inform the Editor
Battle of Punniar. Regiment en . when a change takes place in their addresses,
gaged, under Gen. Wray, 1843.
to ensure that THE DRAGON reaches them ?
ist Battalion competed for the Mag
The permanent address of 4'The Editor
dala Cup, 1874. Winning score of is :
the Regiment's t^am,. 511.
c/o THE DEPOT,
ist Battalion reached Vettweiss,
THE BUFFS,
Germany, 1918, their station in
CANTERBURY,
the Army of Occupation.
KENT.
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